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Prayers were read. 
Mr. CRAWFO~D entered the House and took his 

seat. 

MINUTES 

T u e s b ,  12th, June 1951 
Pursuant to adjournment, the of 

&ly met a t  3 o'clock p.m. today 

Preselzt : 

The Mi?lutes of the meeting which was held on the 
29th .Msy, 1951, having 'tieen circulated, were  taken 
as read and confirmed. 

Mr. ADAMS: hsolut ion to place the sum of 
$10,000 at the disposal of the Covernor-in-Executive 
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1951-52, 
Part I-Current, as shown in  Supplementary Esti- 
mates 1951-52, No. 10, which form the Schedule to 
the Resolution. 

MESSAGE FROM T H E  LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the #House that I have received a Message from the 
Honourable the Legislative Council returning the 
Bill intituled ain Act to settle the rates of Income 
Tax for the year 1951, and to make provision for 
certain other matters in connection with the levying 
of the said tax, with an amendment. 

Messrs. ADAMS, A~EOTTLEY and ALWER entered 
the House and took their seats. 

NOTICES 

Government Sotices were piven as follows :- 
Mr. ADAMS: Rmalution to place the sum of 

$8,680 at  the disposal of the Governor-in-Exgcutive 
Committee to 'supplement the Estimates 1951-52, 
Pert I-Current as shown in Supplementary Esti- 
mates 1951-52, No. 8, which form the Schedule 
to' the %Nution. 

Mr. AQ.&XR: Resolution to place the sum of 
$960 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive- 
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1Q51-5% 
Part I-Current, a shown in Supplementary Esti- 

Messrs. B ~ E E L L  and WARD entered the House 
aqd took their seats. 

Mr. ADAMS: A Bill intituled a n  Act to pro- 
vide for the exemption from payment of motor vehi- 
cles tax or licence of United States of America Con- 
sular Officers. 

Mr. ADAMS: A Bill intituled an Act to amend 
the Executive Committee Act, 1891. 

Dr. CUMMINS: A Bill intituled an Act to 
amend the Apprenticeship Bursaries Act, 19@. 

Mr. BRANCKER entered the House apd.to6k his * 

seat. 
Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the 

House into Committee of Supply a t  the next meeting 
to consider the last money Resolution of which I 
have just given notice and also of my intention to 
ask leave to move for the suspension of Rules 88 
and 89 in order to deal later i n  the day with the 
first two money Resolutions of which I hqve just 
given notice. 

PRIVATE MEMBER'S NOTICE 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Of the following Address :- 

The Aouse of Assembly h 

To 
His E z c e l l e ~ y  the Governor 

The House of Assembly respectfnlly suggest that 
provision shall be made a t  the earliest date for mater- 
nity protection for women employed i n  ihdustria.1 
and commercial undertakings and accord ia~ ; l~  re- 
quest the introduction of legislation to prohibit the 

- 
employment of women in specified undertskings for* 
a specified peridd before and after &nfin&eik%; to 
afford them the right to leave work on production of . 
a medical cert5cate stating that codnernent will 
take place within this specified period and .to entitle 
them to- a pexcentage of their salaries for .the entire 
period before and after confinement; materqity leave 



to be extended on the presentation of a ~uedical wrtifi- 
cate to the effect that as a result of preguaucy or con- 
finement, the woman is unable to resume worlr at  the 
expiration of the specified period. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: To enquire of the Senior 
Member of the Executive Coillmlttee present a t  the 
next meeting of the House :- 

Will the Government cause to be published at 
the earliest date possible a comprehensive report in 
explanation of the present position with regard to 
the implementation of the recommendations by Xr. 
George Roddam, M.Inst., E.E., in  his Report a n  the 
Ground Water Resources of Barbados? 

2. Will the Government please state the cost 
of the construction of the well at  Warleigh and the 
reason for its abandonment ? 

3. I s  i t  the intention of the Government to have 
the Roddam Report implemented before the expira- 
tion of the current 5-year contract of the Chief En- 
gineer of the Waterworks Department ? 

Mr. CRAWFORD: To enquire of the Senior 
Member of the Executive Committee present at the 
nest meeting of the House : 

S I n  view of :- 
( a )  the contin~$ous increase in  the number of 

children attending elementary schools and the abso- 
lute inability of teachers in many schools efficiently 
to cope with abnormally large classes; 

(b)  the unsatisfactory conditions, including lack 
of adequate accommodation, under which teachers are 
expected to perform their dnties, 

(c) the availability of suitable candidates for 
entry into the teaching service of the colony. 

Will the Government please take immediat~ steps 
to place the establishment of teachers on a more satis- 
f ~ t o r y  basis by increasing the nnmber? 

Mr .MAPP on behalf of Mr.  IVIILLER: To en- 
quire )of the Seirior Nember of the Executive Com- 
mittee present at the next meeting of the Hoiwe of 
Assembly :- 

' l. Is Government aware of the inconvenience 
the 'Bus-travelling ptxblic is niacle to suffer, occasion- 
ed by the poor serv ic~  rendered by 'Bns concession- 
aires who now enjoy monopoly? 

2. I s  Government aware of the number of 
Schoolchildren left at 'Bus Stops daily, qome arriv- 
ing a t  school hours after srhool has been started, 
and some having to return home for that day, thereby 
being denied the nnbrokrn continnit>- which is im- 
portant to Education? 

3. If the ansmr  to (1) and (2) is in the affirm- 
ative, will Crovermnent employ immediately. all 
possible means to rertify this sac1 qtate of affairs? 

BILLS R.EAD d FTRST TINE 
On motions of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Dr. Crria- 

MINS in  each case, the following Bills were rea,d a first 
time :- 

A Bill intituled an  Act to provide for the ex- 
emption from payment of motor vehicles tax or license 
of United States of America Consular Officers. 

A Bill intituled an  Act to amend the Executive 
Committee Act, 1891. 

* On the motion of Dr. CUMDIIINS. seconded by Mi. 
Cox, a Bill Ltituled m Act to amend the Apprentice 
ship Bursariw Act, 1928, was read a first time. 

SUSPESMSION 0%' RULES 88 AND 89 

MT. ADAMS: Xr. Speaker.-I ask leave t o  
hove  fm the sssp~xlsioa of Rules 88 and 89 in ode?  

to deal with the first two money Resolutions of which 
1 gave notice earlier in  the day. 

There being 110 objection, leave was granted thcr 
honourable member. 

Nr.  A1)AMS: I beg to move that R ~ d e s  88 and 
89 be now suspended. 

Dr. Cufimrm seconded the motion which was 
agi:eed to. 

ORDERS POSTPONED 

Xr. ADANS : I ask leave to postpone the con- 
sideration of the first seven Orders of the Day. 

Mr. IJEWIS: A regards leave being granted 
the honourable member to postpone the consideration 
of these Orders, I want to say that we have lapsed 
from the good rnstom of fixing the Order Paper be- 
fore the House is adjourned; I think that that is a 
custom t,o which we should adhere. The Order Paper 
is not now fixed before the adjournment and the result 
is that ev'eiesx Tuesday the consideration of Orders 
has to 'be postponed. If a little attention is paid to 
fixing the Order Paper we will be able to come liere 
knowing what is to be done first. I repeat that the 
custom ~f fixing the Order Paper is one to which we 
shoultl wtlhere. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member to postpone the consideration of 
the O1ders. 

111.. SDAJIS:  I ask lealye that C'oamittee of 
Supply together with the Resolutions for $960 and 
$8,680 respectively, of which I gare notice earlier 
today. an,d of mhivh there are cyc.10-styled copies, be 
taken a. the first Order of the Day. 

There being no objection, 'the honourable m m -  
ber n a s  grantrd leave. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day 
now stands in the name of the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph--To move the House into Com- 
mittee of Supply to consider the grant crf sums of 
money for the service of the Colony. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by a. 
Cox, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the Rouse went 
into Conimittee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being in the 
Chair. 

JIr.  RRYAN came into the Committee and took 
his seaft. 

ESPESSES re ENQUIRY INTO THE ESTABLISBMENT .OF 
THE PRINCESS ALICE PLAYING MRLn 

JIY . ADAIIS : The first Resolution with which 
T shall. deal, Mr. Chairman, is one for $960 t o  provide 
for the expenses of holding a public enqafry lntc 
the establishment of the Princess Alice Playing Field. 
Th? Government has been unable to come down with 
this Resnlntion before., bnt it feels that. in respect 
of a matRr of so great importance, especially as the 
name of a member of the Government has hem1 
mentioned in connection therewith, i t  i< bssential 
that a t ho ro~~gh  investigation should be . conducted 
into the affaigs of the Princess Alice Playjnp Pi&d. 
irnd that the tribunal which is t o  be set 'up $hould 
bc an  impartial one. The Government has been in 
tonch with a judicial officer outside the i d a d  and 
it has been computed that his remunwatiop plus 
the length of time he would have to stay in.Sarlj_ados 
to conduct this enquiry would be covered by &is 
sum of $960. We are therefore asking the ~ e d s & -  
ture to approve of this sum. I beg to  move that  tfiis 
Resolution do now pass. 



$h-. COX : I have much pleasure in 
theL motiolr for the  passing -of thls Resolution. 

Mr. 7UVILKLNSOX: I feel that this Resolution 
is an  urgent one. Of course, I have not had the t.ime 
to consult any of my colle'agues in connection with it, 
but  I am quite certain that they will vote for the 
Resolution. There have 'been so many rumours gqing 
around with regard to the affairs of the Princess 
Alice Playing Field that I, personally, feel that the 
Government is quite right to have this enqu i~y  in- 
stituted. I am glad to learn that i t  has been de- 
cided to engage the services of someone outside the 
island in connection with the enquiry; I feel that 
this enquiry will be entirely impartial. 

Mr. ALLDER : I daresay that all public mind- 
ed people in this colollr will be proud to know that 
%he Govzrmnent is taBing steps to have an  investi- 
gation carried out in respect of all public matters 
especially- where accnsations have been made and 
where public funds are involved. but in the 
past we have had several Committees set up to  
carry o ~ t  investigatiolls in respect of various nzatters 
pertaining to the well-being of the colony and they 
have all ended up  as whitewash and c o r r u p t i ~ : ~  con- 
tinued. T i t h i n  recent years me have had a definite 
breaking down of public morals and no definite step 
was taken to stop it. 1 have heard the view expressed 
in public: that these investigation Comnlittees ale just 
whitewash so as  to allow the culprits to go free to 
practice their corruption further. I wonlci like great- 
er scrutiny and more investigation to take place in 
this colony; it is not only a, question of the P r incm 
Alice Playing Field bnt there are other matters 
which have been brought to public notice, matters 
which do not go clown to the credit of the col- 
ony. I h a w  beell i n f o p e d  that not very  IF a'FO 
an  important officer of this Government who n a l ~  on 
the staff of Harrison College, dren- the taxpayers7 
money for n e a ~ l y  two year\ when that gentlenla~l did 
not have the qnalifications required for hi5 joh: that 
matter was made a public. issue ancl the officer cnly 
left the colony on Suncla>*. He was here after the 
public k n e v  that  it was on false pretences that he got 
his job and no action has been taken to bring that 
inclividual to justice. There h a ~ ~ e  been wveral 
other cases in which some of the employec's h a w  be11 
appointed by the Government and others by subsidi- 
ary Boards which are rnn with public funds, and I 
feel that the C;lorerment should make snre that when 
officers are ~mployecl the taxpayers arp not f l ~ e c ~ d .  
The Gov~rnmwt  shonlil takc actioa in l - ~ s p e ~ f  'S€ all 
corruption and malpractices vllich h a ~ e  beer taliillg 
place for some time now. 

31r. DOWDING came into the Coinlnittee ancl todi 
his seat while 311.. AI,I,DER was speaking. 

The question that this Resolution do non paqr 
was put and resolved in the affirinati~c withni~t 4i- 
vision. 

SCFPLEXESTARY VOTES Re MISCELIJAXEOTTS SERVICES 
AND POST OFFICE 

Mr. ADAYIS: The next l3esiolution, Mr. Chair 
man, is one to place the sum of $_8,680 at  the dis- 
posal of the Governor-in,Esecative Committee t( 
supplement the Estimates, 1951-52, Part  I-Cur 
rent, as shown in the Supplemnetary Estimates 
1951-52, KO. 8 which form the Schedule to this 
Resolution. As hon. members will see from theil 
cyclo-styled copies, the sum of $1,200 is required f o ~  
the payment of fees to the King's Solicitor; the slur 
of $3,480 is required to meet the expenses of the rep- 
resentation of the colony at  the Festival of Bri tan 
and the sum of $4,000 is required in  respect of a?l 
order for  a stock of postage stamps. The notes t c  

bhese items explain the position with regard to each 
item. As regards the first item there is an on*- 
$tanding account in respect of fees for  advice in  cond 
nection with tbe oil negotiations. ~ e g a r b  
second item, ban, members will see that the amowt  

too little (Laughter) and regards the last itelrc, 
there has been a great sale of post'age SltamPs and 
the postal authorities have asked that  this sum of 
$4,000 be provided most urgentlx. I beg to mova 
that this Resolution do now pass. 

Dr. CUILLMINS: I beg to secodd that. 
Mr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Chairman-As regards 

itern 2, "Representation of the Colony a t  the Fes- 
tival of Britain, $3,480," the note says that this 
%mount is required to meet the expenses of the two 
representatives of Barbados at  the Pestival of Bri- 
taln, and the expenses are made up as follow~:-Re. 
turn Air Passages, $2,580; Subsistence Allowances, 
$870 and Flight Insurance, $30. I am not yues- 
tiolling the allocation of these amounts; 1 SuDPQse 
that i t  has been fixed on the basis of what the Gov- 
trnment feels i t  can afYord to spend, but I am n ~ i  
happy over the entire position. I think that this 
is a matter on which the House should re-consider 
its decision. It appears to me that we can still 
afford a t  this time, and with the peculiax conditions 
which exist in this colony, to send this $3,480 on 
an absolutely unnecessary matter like this. It a 
true that all the colonies would like to have a rey- 
resentative at  the Festival of Britain, but, a t  the 
same time one has got to bear in mind the financiaI 
position of the colony, its comnlitments and its eco- 
nomic position, generally speaking. Up to about 
two months ago when this matter was first mooted, 
rye anticipa,ted that 4,000 workers would have left 
this colony to work in the United States of America, 
and since then the number of workers has been re- 
duced to 2,000. Even if the 4,000 workers had 
emigrated to the United States there still wouLd 
have been considera,ble unemployment in the islmd; 
and now that the number of workers has been re- 
duced by one-half, the number of the unemployed.has 
been increased thereby. I am of the opinion that, 
in view of the distressing situation in  which a large 
unmber of people now find themselves, JTe should not 
vote this appreciable sum of money for an unneces- 
sary affair like this. This sum of $3,480 would em- 
r)ln;r- about 40 people for about ten weeks at, safi 
$8.30 per week. An hon. members says, and T agree 
with him, that we could make a sta,rt with the Con- 
stitution Swamp and we could repair some tenantry 
roads. In any case, this money coulcl be spent .to 
greater advantage to the colony. I an1 not at all 
averse to spending money for  people of this colony 
to R 0  to any part of the world, provided that some 
}?~'ac.tical advantage is going to follolT and provided 
tha t  the colony will get some benefit from it. we 
are in the habit of sitting here and, rvithout auJ. 
o ~ ~ o s i t i o l l  a t  all, voting appreciable sums of money 
for the purpose of defraying the tra,velling expemes 
of oficials and members of the Government when, 
e r i ( j en t l~  the money is going to be well spent; bli$ 
this is merely a gesture. Whether or not we have 
one or two representatives or no representative ht  
all a$ the Festival of Britain is of little importance 
to this colony. A gesture of this sort is all righk 
if we can afford to spend this money; if we had 
sent 10,000 or 12,OQO men to h e r i c a  or if we hail 
large-scale projects to absorb the unemployed, if 
we had made a proper start towards doing a lo t  
of things which we have left undone, then we could 
with a n  easy conscience support this Resolution. 
Whether I stand alone or not, I am not easy in my 
mind about this matter; it is impossible on matura 
reflection riot to regard this expenditure as m abso- 



Jute waste of public funds. The fact that the Crowrl 
Colonies or other eolonies with semi-representative 

.institutions are sending up  representatives to the 

.Fest ivd of Britain is of little importance to me; the 
point is whether we can afford to do it or noti. We 
want elementary schools all over this island and the 
cry on the part of the Government is: Where is the 
money to come from? Well, I echo the cry: Where 
.is the money to come from if the little we do have we 
are going to fritter an-ay on a n  unimportant matter 
like this? 
>E. GARNER came into the Committee and took 

his seat while Mr. CRAWFORD WBS speaking. 
' Air. ADAMS: This House has already agreed 
to send representakives to the Festival of Britain 
and the hon member is attacking that. Let him 
m y  that $115 a day for subsistence allowance is too 
much, but how can he attack a principle when he 
has already agreed to it? 

Mr. CRAWF'ORD: I began by saying that I 
am not questioning the allocation of the money a t  
all and I also said that the House should reconbider 
its decision in this matter. I went on to sa,y that 
me expected to send 4,000 workers to America and 
now we are only sending 2,000. (A NEMBER: That 
is no fault of ours). That is no fault of ours b'ut 
i t  is our business to find work for people, if we 
can, because they are unemployed. We spent $11,000 
on a molasses excursion to Canada last year and we 
have not heard anything about it. Nobody opposed 
that expenditure because we thought that the re- 
sult would be of some advantage to the colony. We 
have spent money before and since that on trips like 
this from which we though!, perhaps quite wrongly, 
that we might have derived some results; but there 
1s nothing to be gained so far  as we know, from 
having two representatives of Barbados at  the F&i- 
~ a l  of Britain. This is a gesture which we can aff'ord 
to make under normal conditions when we have our 
prospects for emigration, little unemployment and a 
full Treasury; but with conditions as they are now 1 
most en~phatically do affirm that I do not think TT-F: 

would be right in implementing this matter. l know 
that the House did make the decision some time ago 
that representatives of Barbados should attend the 
Festival of Britain, but conditions have changed 
since then; and the fact that that decision was made 
does not mean that i t  was a correct one. 

Mr. CHAIRXAN : I must d r a x  the hon. mern. 
ber7s a,ttention to what is now before us. The de 
cision that representatives of Barbados should attem 
the Qst iva l  of Britain has already been made wheth 
e r  i t  is right or wrong, and I do not think the hon 
member should go back to that now. Rule 123 ol 
the Rules of this House sta,tesl:-"No member maj 
reflect upon any vote of the House except for thc 
purpose of moving that such a vote be rescinded." 

Mr. CRAWlFORD : If that is giving any trouble 
Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that this amount oi 
$3,4%0 be deleted. The House agreed to send dele. 
gates to the Festival of Britain at  one meeting and a1 
a subsequent meeting the delegates were selected. l 
maintain that if for no other reason than the fact thai 
the relief of our unemployed which we expected tc 
get is not materialising to the extent we expected it tc 
materialise, we should give very careful consideratioz 
as to how we expend what monies we have ; and, firs1 
and foremost we should pay attention to the questior 
of finding relief work for the people of the colony 
1 am sure that there is no member sitting around thi! 
'Table who would say that he is voting this ntonej 
with an easy conscience. Either of these two repre 
sentatives could qo on this mission or take a tril  
a r m n d  the world. so that the fact that they migh 
Bave to put  their hands into their pockets is neithei 

kere nor there. I do feel that honourable members 
,hould give e little more serious consideration t o  
,his matter; this is not a gesture for  which we should 
oot vote if we saw our way to do it easily. I would 
)e glad to hear somebody tell us some of the advantages 
,o 'be derived from our sending representatives up  
here a t  this time. 

Mr. ADAMS: I am sorry that the honourable 
nember has spoken as he has spoken. I do not want 
,o take the credit to  myself, but on a pr,evious oc- 
.asion when I could not remain as a delegate from 
-his colony for the whole period of the engagement, 
[ suggested that the honourable member should take 
ny  place. I was rather flattered by the fact that 
>ersons outside the colony knew that the honourabb 
nember7s political stand was opposed to mine and 
members of my Party were rather surprised, but I 
3id that because I thought it was a good sign for 
Barbados' politics. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: That is not f a i ~ .  I did not 
:ast any personal reflection in this matter; I never 
said anything about individuals. Personalities have 
nothing to do with the matter. 

Nr. BDAMS : I have not accused the honourable 
meniber of casting any personal reflection. I was 
merely saying that I was a member of a Committee 
along with other West Indians and when I found i t  
impossible to remain for the whole period of the 
mgagement I suggested that the honourable member 
should take my place. I thought I was doing right. 
I regret that the honourable member has mad* the 
speech he has made because I may not be able to re- 
main the whole period at  the Festival of Britain and 
it may not be possible for the honourable meniber to 
take my place again. (Mr. CRAWFORD: I would 
decline that oft'er). Possibly the honourable senior 
member for St. John might take my place, but i t  ap- 
pears to me as if that honourable member is opposed 
to spending money on sending out piople to represent 
the colony so that again I might be sorry that I 
nominated him to take my place. 

Mr. ALLDER: ~e fe rence  has been made to me 
in this debate; however, I intended raising the same 
point ~ ~ h i c h  the honourable junior me&bcr for St. 
Philip has raised. I am not ashamed oi hclri!: ~cllo\\ n 
as one who dislikes the wanton expenditure 01 funds, 
which does not help the colony. Everybody knows 
that the honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
likes to use a hammer to kill an ant. Never in my 
political career have I expressed the desire to have 
anything free and cheap; I have never intimated that 
I would like to have a free trip anywhere. As r egxds  
this Resolution J have reflected on the history of 
this particular session of this House and, Mr. Chair- 
man, I have noticed that i t  has been a session of pay- 
ing passages; there has been no more than a passage 
Government in a passage session paying passages for 
nothing beneficial. (Laughter). I want to be 
serious whether honourable members laugh or not; 
whether the Rules of this House prevent any reflection 
on any previous decision of the House or n'ot; T 
always say that what a man has done he should be 
able, under the law of circumstances, to undo. 
Although the British Government is expected to pay 
the cost of maintenance of the two representatives of 
this colony a t  the Festival of Britain, yet we are still 
being asked to forward them $15 a day as pocket 
money. Since we have had to spend so much money 
in paying the passages of delegations, the colony has 
not. as far as possible, benefited from such delegations, 
and not only I, myself, but several members of the 
public have been interested in the delegation which 
cost this Government $11.000 last year on a vital. 



Sssue which affects this colony, the question of the 
export  of fancy molasses- 
* Mr. CHAlRMAN: I ask the honourable member 
to stick to the Resolution which is before us and leave 
the molasses question out. 

Mr. ALLDER: One is wondering what the Re- 
port of the molasses delegation will look like. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : I ask the honourable member 
ber not to deal with that delegation. 

Mr. ALLDER: But you have permitted other 
honourable members t o  refer to that delegation. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1 rule the honourable mem- 
ber out of order in dealing with that delegation. 

Mr. ALLDER: We have spent a lot of monep 
a n  that delegation and the Report has not come 'be- 
'fore us- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : I ask the h~nourable member 
to stick to this Resolution and not deal with anything 
else. 

Mr. ALLDER: We cannot continue to spend 
so much money just for the purpose of sending a 
couple of people to the Jlother Country; our position 
definitely does not permit us to do that. If you 
give consideration to our local needs, you cannot, in 
the true sense of the word, continue to vote such 
sums of money without paying regard to what effect 
i t  will have on the colony. That must have a damag- 
ing effect on the resources of the colony; whatever 
you say, if you vote this money now and you spend 
$11,000 a t  one time and $4,800 at another time just 
to pay the passage of some individual or individuals, 
that method is not as farsiiighted as another one vhich 
would be of greater economy. Just last week I was 
told that a fnnction took place at an institution and 
the medical officer who was presenting certificates, 
rebuked the Government for their lethargy in forcing 
things to be carried on under such adverse conditions 
plus the fact that at  that institntion two and three 
people have had to be put i11 0110 bed. The cost of 
passages is what prevents us from giving satisfaction 
-to the sick and from allowing them the opportunity 
of petting proper rest. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am appealing to the hon- 
ourable member to stick to the Resohition which is 
before us. If you ramble all over the place I will 
have to oall on the Speaker. You must stick to this 
Resolution. 

Mr. ALLDER: If you v a n t  to call on the 
Speaker nobody can prevent you from doing that ;  
but I think I am definitely in order. If I am asked 
-to support the passing of this Resolution I have to 
think of i t  and relate it to other things in the colony 
so as to help me to decide mhat stand I mill take. I 
doubt that you will want me just to rote the money. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You have already agreed to 
vote the money becauso you have agreed to these 
representatives being sent to the Festival of Britain. 

Mr. ALLDER: Wovever, it is wrong for us to 
'be spending money so often for the purpose of giving 
a f e ~ y  people what is considered to be a joy ride. We 
should spend money- 

Mr. ADAMS: (31 a point of order. I t  is diffi- 
cult for the honourable member to abide bp the Rules 

-of this House, but, Mr. Chiairman, are you going tc 
allow him to break Rule 123 over and over again? 

Mr. ALLDER: I do not mind these interrup 
tions. I am wondering how many more times WC 
will be asked to  vote similar sums of money as we 
have been voting in the past 24 years. Somebod~ 
has to call a halt;  I suppose some hononrable members 
feel that might should overrule right bat  objectior 
must be taken when shortsightedness is Iet loose. 1 

:&now that partly every honourable member espeetf 

at  one time or another to benefit from such visits 
whieh are sponsored by the local Government or the 
British Government and financed by the taxpayers, 
and so you might not get justice done to a Resolution 
of this sort ; but if the honourable junior member for  
St. Philip has made a motion for a reduction of the 
amount of the Resolution, I shall, in  duty bound, 
second that motion, not because our thoughts havs 
been moulded in the same pattern, but I feel that 
this is a case when me must reflect on and assist our 
resources before me can venture on expenditure of 
this sort. To me this is just like an  unoontrolled home; 
the children are hungry and dirty and a n  indis- 
criminate parent decides to go on a pleasure t r ip at 
high cost! No one can say that with a great amount 
of dissatisfaction in  this colony, with rife unemploy- 
ment- 

Xr .  CHhlRMAK: For the last time I am ask- 
ing the hononrable member to stick to the Resolu- 
tion. 

Xr. ALLDER : The unemployment position in  
this colony is serious; too many people are uncertain 
of a means of livelihood, too many people art? 
looking to the generosity of good government ,to 
help them out of their present plight. Too many 
people are begging for pittances v~hen they should be 
exerting their energies in order to gain a livelihood 
for themselves, which in turn would p r e ~ e n t  their 
chiliclren from having a similar experience. With the 
position as it is, the only alternative is for  a Socialist 
minded Government, or ,a Labour Government or 
government by the people and for the people as it is 
claimed, to maintain the greatest measure .of econorny 
so as to see that out of every dollar which passes 
through thp colony, at least a couple of those who are 
hungry should get if i t  is only temporary relief. 
However much you want -bo maintain the old tradi- 
tions, they do not permit you to have a greater nnm- 
ber of satisfied people especially of those who have 
brought you into power. I have listened to the 
Labour members at  mass meetings and I haye prayed 
that when they come to this House they ~ o u l d  
maintain the feelings which they expressed a t  those 
meetings-feelings whieh they expressed up to last 
night; but they adopt a Jekyll aqd  Hyde attitude 
and people continue to suffer. I f  you want to con- 
vince the suffering people that you alone can direct 
the ship of state to the promised land- 

Mr. CIIAIRMAN: Is  the honourable member 
going to have a mass meetinp now? I ask you to stick 
to this Resolution. 

Mr. ALLDER: There is no particular circle 
drawn around the Resolution. I am dealing m-ith 
the resources of the colony and whether me can 
afford to spend this monep. I must draw your at- 
tention to the dificulties which confront the colony. 
I was hoping that even 1% of the general feelings 
expressed by the Labour members would have been 
carried out in this House relative to matters iof this 
sort. How can things continue like this? I thought 
that sufficient a number of honourable members would 
have been so mindful of their responsibility as to 
support the motion for the deletion of this item. In 
case they do not support this motion and the Govern- 
ment is permitted to embark upon this added expendi- 
ture, i t  will be a question of people enjoying them- 
selves in England while others are suffering. 

Messrs. Gm.,, RFEcn and Mr. M ~ E R  came into 
the Committee and wok their seats. 

Mr. LEWIS : While I must agree that the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Philip had the right 
to move the deletion of this vote as  a matter of res- 
ci4ding a prmious-decision of the House, I think that: 
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the circnmstances of the case make it difficult for me 
to believe that the reasons which have been give:l for 
rnaking that motion are the real reasons behind the 
'making of the motion and the seconding of it. I 
~vas  llot in the House a t  the time when the House 
agreed. to sending representatives to the Festival of 
Britain, but it is a considerable time since the House 
agreed to do ho. I do not remember reading of any 
honourable member at  that time asking what would 
be the cost of sending these representatives to the 
Festival of Britain, but, as the honourable senior 
riwinhcr for St. ,Tohn rightly says, every member of 
the ITonre probably wanted the turn to fall to him; 
therefore 110 question of cost came into the matter at 
all. Thiq particular Resolution gaye honourdble mem- 
bers the opnortrrnity, if they mero honest in their 
reasolls for the proposed rescindment of the decision 
of the IIouse to have given the IIoase proper notice 
ef their intention rather than hold a political meet  
ing for ~loicing their views. Last Tncda?- this Reso- 
lution came before the House, and it was postponed 
cm one particular point only, and that was that 
hoiiou~able members wanted to k n o ~  what the sub- 
si.;tance a1lo~anc.e would be. If 1 hdd the oppor- 
tunity which this R!esolution affordrtl and held th,? 
~ i e w  of the t\\ o honourable nmnlwrs who haxe 
spnken- 

&Tr. C'R.1VFORD: I do not lilt? to interrupt 
tile honol~rable niember when he is ,peaking, but be- 
fore he de~-clops that point I merely want to say 
that T was not here last Tuesday whex the Resolution 
w n s  introduced. 

Air. LEWIS: The honourable nwniber is not 
the only nwntber who feels as hc feel\; the ll~onourable 
n:emhrr has had a seconder of his niction. and there- 
fore he must not take my remarks a> pointing only 
in hi5 direc+on. I do not expect the honourable 
rn~mbei. to ac4c.vpt what I would do, bnt if I wanted 
to scle this att~oili~t deleted I ~ ~ o u l d  hare giren notice 
of my iiztentior~ to treat i t  in that way; but the Gov- 
.ernmpnt ~ v a i  certainly left with the ~mpression that 
if it was expla in~d how this $8'70 for snbsistence al- 
lowaiwes nau rnatlc. up, the amount \\oi~l(l be voted. 

I wn l t l  like to say that long betore this matter 
of the representation of Barbados at the Festival of 
Britain (+amp bcfore us, two people mere occupying 
one I)cd at the General Hospital ; and before this 
Eesolutioi~ U-as before the House last Tuesday, a 
J'Iesiage was ~mscn ted  to this IBonse saying that the 
number of workers going to the linited States of 
Amc'rica .c-in~~ld be reduced. Therefore the acceptance 
of the invitation to send representatives to the Festi- 
val of Britain has nothing to do with either of these 
'two matters 1 do not think that eithrr of these mat- 
t t w  cm~lil bc nsctl as the real r w w n  f \ ) r  the suggested 
d6.lctio11 of' thii ~ o t e .  There is 110 cio\ibt that the cle- 
plo~ahlr  ( onditioi~ nhich have hwn  outliued by hon. 
memhcv, n-odd appeal to each an$ every one of 
US, bnt the time when you are enrouragiag the Gov- 
ernment to incur expense is the right time to men- 
tion these things, if you are so deeply interested in 
the people: 3-011 should not deliberately sit in this 
Housc and he n party to incurring expense, either by 
takin& part in the debate or giving silent consent, and 

? en a t  the eleventh hour move that an amount be de- 
eter1 Tt is not n year ago that a similar vote came be- 

fore thiq Ronw. and me knew what i t  ~ ~ o u l d  cost to 
send out people. 1,et us hope that me will pay the 
cheapest passages, but to wait to see the actual 
amoui~t of monw pnt down on paper is a very false 
way of showing your interest in the starving and sick 
people of this colony. The honolirnble members who 
moved add seconded the motion for the deletion of 
this  amount cannot possibly have the interest of the 

jtarvlng and. sick people of this colony a t  heart more 
than anybody else; and to make a display of those 
feelings on a matter like this, must of necessity, 
mark them as  being absolutely insincere in the views 
which they have expressed here today. 

,Mr. DOWDINB: I am a bit worried about this  
Resolution, but I realise that the House has already 
agreed to sending representatives to the Festival of 
Britain and in principle the matter is a fa i t  nccotrtplt. 
However, if we were to take stock of the numerous 
occasions on which this colony is called upon to meet 
expenses of this nature out of the taxpayers' money, 
i t  does seem to me that it is necessary for us to be 
careful in respect of an;- rote of this sort. I speak 
under correction, but I cannot remember that any 
previous vote of this nature includerd an amount for  
the insurance of the person or persons travelling eith- 
er by plane or boat. If this is a precedent, i t  is, in my 
opinion, going a little too f a r :  if we are going to take 
cognizance of what I call the personal risks of per- 
sons, I think that there is a great possibility that in  
the future lye will have to face a much greater ex- 
penditure in respect of these iaetters: we might also 
have to provide insnrame in the case of persons tra\-- 
elling b-y rail or motor ra r  and we might have to face 
bills for compensation in the event of disablement or  
death. I think that, at this stage, me should take 
stock not only as to whether this colony is capable of 
constantly bearing these expenses, but as to whether 
the colony can afford to 'begin to insure persons, who. 
vhen one thinks of it. are going; to enjoy the privilege. 
I should like the honourable introducer of this Reso- 
lution to explain ~ ~ h ~ t h e r  the principle of prorid- 
ing flight iusurancr has been adopted before or if 
i t  is the intention of the C4overnment to adopt it and 
whether the Gorernment do not thil~lr that they are 
adopting a precedent vhich might lead to the ex- 
penditure of rast snnis of money. T hope that the 
honourable member will explain that matter, be. 
cause I do not f c ~ l  that 15-e should be very careful as 
to the expenditure of money when v e  take into con- 
s i d ~ a t i o n  the 5ize of this colony ancl the magnitlde 
to vhich these expenses have gone. 

Mr. ADAMS: I can appreciate how the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. James must feel be- 
cause I ha3.e had the unhappy experience of having 
undisciplined juniors in the ranks of the Party which 
I have the honour to lead. I am sure that the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. James must be feeling 
in his heart  hat petty, stupid remarks have just 
been made. I am going to help the merchants to get 
more Canadian dollars, and if this Resolution 
were for that matter alone nobody would ques- 
tion this amount of $30 for flight insurance; but: 
I am also attending the Festival of Britain, and i t  is 
tin?? that somebody. talk back as bluntly as possible on 
these matters. When the sugar producers went to pull 
their chestnuts out of the fire, you heard: "Insure 
them. put them in the best hotels." but now the hon- 
ourahle junior member for St. George gets up and 
qnestions this flight insurance of $30; he should tbink 
a little before he talks rot. I s  it too much for a Gov- 
~ r n m e n t  to ask for $30 to insure the life of a repre- 
sentative whom i t  is sending to improve the economic 
condition of a unit of the West Indies? There is a 
Rnir of the Colonial Office that when Colonial Offic- 
ials go abroad on Government bushes? they are in- 
sured. Colonel Michelin was insnred vrhen he went to 
Canada. The honourable junior member for St. Philip 
and the honourable senior member f o r  St .  John can 
be excused since they were born that way; but the 
hononrable junior member for St. George has more 
intelli~ence than that. T t  is t h e  that we cease being 
petty in matters of his sort. T ha7.r pair1 m y  own in- 



mrance  on previous occasions; I believe that last yea 
the sugar delegates, the, honourable senlor mernbe~ 
for  St. Thomas and myserf, like every other West In 

-d"ian delegate ~vho  went on that  delegation, were in  
sured because of t he  practice of insuring persons whc 
go abroad oh Goverbment business. The honourable 
junior member for St. George bekieves in what h6 
s q s ,  ~ ~ l i l i k e  the honourable junior member for St 
Phjlip and the hononrable senior member for  S t  
J o b  who merely a a k e  s p l a s h  in order that the3 
may appear in the newspapers.. 1 @peal t o  the hon 
oiwabh juhior member for St. George to see that'hg 
has let himself do\w by questioning an item of this 
sort in an Aswmbly like this, in connection with 
tfie matter of sending representatives to Greal 
Britain. I would like to say that  except on 
one occasion when I went to a meeting of the 
I.L.O., I have always been obt of pocket as  a 
result of attending those meetings; so that a snbsist- 
ence allowance of $15 a day is nothing to 'boast about 
when you are with other people and find yonrsdt 
having to pay for  a round of drinks. The honaurable 
junior member for the City did not know that while 
the honourable junior member for  St. Philip was not 
present a t  the voting in conneetion with this matter, 
the honourable senior member for St. John, on a di- 
&ion, voted for it. 

Mr. ALLDER: 1 prefaced my remarks by say- 
ing that whatever a man has done he can undo if, in 
the light of circmnstances, it apRears that  that 
should be the case. 
, , Mr. ADUIS: If I had not F~ought  out that 

point would the Committee have remembered i t ?  
If the hononrable member wanted to be conraqeons 
a ~ d  honest, he would have said: "I have made a mis- 
take ih agreeing to the passing of the Address.'? 

JIr. ALLDER: C am not qnite clear as to what 
took place  hen the Address was introdnceci in this 
House. I cannot rrmembrr whether the inatt(~r went 
to a division; bnt if I ~ o t 2 d  for the Address on a 
division, that shows that the House was llot nnani- 
mmts vhen approval was given to the matter. 

Mr : ADAJIS : The honourable in~mber has ad- 
mitted that he was in favour of this matter, hilt he 
says that anybody can change his mind. A11 T am 
saying is this : the honourable member might have said 
that he tvas i11 favour of this proposal originally, 
that he voted for the Reply to the Nessage from the 
*Governor asking whether the House approved of re- 
presentatives being sent to the Festival of Britain, 
but he made a mistake. The 130use made a nomina- 
tion and inserted the name of the person whom they 
seF+cti.d.. Bnt the honou'rdble member has not said 
.that; he is always a t  pains to t ry to improve the lot 
of the people: he is a l~ ravs  talking about the Door 

tion was postponed 'because I wanted to speak on the7 
matter. It would take a very pecuGar mentality to get ' 
uphere and insinuate that  relieving the congestion at , 
the General Hospital or a t  any other institution in; 
this colony hangs upon sending representatives M 
t$e Festival of Britain. I never said tha t ;  what 1 did 
say Tvas that if the fIouse had decided to accept the , 
invitt~t;on to send representatives to the Festival of 
Britain ~vhether that decision wm correct or  not, 
things, which have transpired since tbep are of , 
sufflci~nt. inzpol.ti+~wct to make the House .change $hat 
decision. The nnn1hc3r of workers going to the United 1 

& ~ t r a  urf Amerivit has been cut in  half ancl we should 
be very careful t o  how we spend fnuds in  th2 cir- 
c.nmc+tanves I sairl that v e  might well consider chaag- 
inp our decision iu this matter since the representa- 
tiuwof Barbados a t  the Festival of Britain is of no 
inq5brtan~e'to thil ~olony. I am oonfirnied in my view 
that the honou~aI)lr scwior member for St. Joseph re- 
gards the federation of the West Indies as being 
unimportant bevanse if he makes the compari- 
son between sending delegates as  a gesture to 
attend the Festival of Britain and sending a 
delekdte to attend a conference in respect of the 
federation of the West Indies, we cannot come to 
aiiy ,other c~azelnsiol~ than that lie regards the federa- ,, 
tioii of the 'CTiest Indies in fhe same unimportant and 
flimsy light. If we sit here to vote money for any 
importaht matter from which the colony will d e r i ~ e  
beii'efit, not onc question will be raised about the 
matter; bnt I an1 y t  to hear any honourable member . 
~ i h o  is snpportinp the passing of this Resolntion sun- 
& horn the cSlon~- can benefit from our sending these . 
two delegates to attend the Festival of Britain. 

As regard.; thc clnestion of insiirance, so f a r  .W 

T know, anybody who leaves this island to attenbl 
conference abrdact, insures himself, and the in. 

s d r h c e  corers the period of time between his em- ' 

barkation at  S~awr l l  and his return to the colony. ' 
I am not concerned as to whether the hon. junior 
mrrhbe? for St.  George was right in raising the ques- 
tjon of insurance or not;  if the Government has now 
decided to pay for things like that, later on they 
 ill pay for something more. I am not saying wheth- , 
er 3 subsistence allowance of $15 a day is sufficient 
f o r  'a member or not; I never qucstioaed the allo- 
cation. What I was thinking of is not whether $13 , 
a, &y (>an buy whiskies and sodas; I was d r a ~ ~ i n q  
to the attention of the Committee that there arc ' 

several thousand people in this island who do not see 
$15 a month for  food or clothing. In  my opinion, ' 
we should think in terms of using all the money we 
h'ave now for the relief of unemployment. That is , 
mv opinion and 1 cxuress i t :  I will not have - 
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this $3,480, well, let them vote this money. I claim{ The construction has taken 16 months to complete- 

* On re-assembling, 
' Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to laj  

the Replies to Question No. 69, standing in the namt 
of the hon. junior member for St. Philip; and tht 
Replies to Qumition No. 80, standing in  the nantt 
of the hon, junior member for St. h c y .  

Rfr. ADAMS: I beg to lay the Replies to Ques 
tion Xo. 79, also standing in  the name of the hon 
jnnior member for St. Lucy. 

the right to record my vote in opposition and I 
defy anybody to tell me that I am not entitled to 
elttertain the opinion I have expressed. 

Mr. WILKINSON: At this stage, Mr. Chairman, 
1 beg to move that  you do now report progress 
and ask for leave for the Committee to sit again. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to second that. 
The question that the Chairman do now report 

progress and ask for leave for  the Committee to  sit 
again was put and resolved in the affirmative with- 
cut division. 

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER re- 
sumed the Chair and reported accordingb. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this House do 
now adjourn for half an  hour. 

Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House 
accordingly. 

HESUMPTION O F  COMMITTEE O F  SUPPLk 

as against an anticipated 10  months due largely t o  
abnormal weather conditions, and other unforeseen 
factors. It was originally thought that the rock ex; V 
cavated along the runway could be uwd as back 
fill. Laker experience however proved that a large 
portibn was not suitable. This necessitated the use 
of clean rock from borrow pits. On this item alone 
the actual cost has exceeded the estimate by $260,451). 
The overall cost will be $&0;000 in  excess of the esti- 
make. That is an increase of 1% on the original, 
estimates or 5% on the revised estimate. It is in- L 
tended to charge this amount to the General %V- 
enue balance so as to preserve the balance of the 0 
Coloniad Development and Welfare allocation f o r  
financing major development projects. " The ques- P 

tion was raised as to whether Colonial Development 
and Welfare Funds should, be used or whether this 
amount of $80,000 should come out of general revenue, 
a.nd it was decided that this money should come out 
of general revenue. The addendum goes on to state: 

Nr. 'SPEAIGER: On the adjournment, thc 
House was in Committee of Supply. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House re 
sumed .Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being i~ 
the Chair. 

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTES re MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES 
AND POST OFFICE 

Mr. CHAIRNAN: When the House was i, 
Committee of Supply before the adjournment, wl 
were considering a Resolution to place the sum 6 
$8,680 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executiv 
Committee to supplement the Estimates, 1951-52 
P a r t  I - Current, as shown in the Supplementar: 
Estimates, 1951-52, No. 8, which form the Sched 
ule to this Resolution. 

The question that this Resolution do now pm 
was put and resolved in the affirmative without di 
vision. 

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTES 9% CONSTRUCTIOU' OF NEW 
RUNWAY AT SEAWELL AIRPORT 

Nr. ADAMS : The next Resolution, Mr. Chai~  
man, is one to place the sum of $186,429 a t  the & 
posal of the (lovernor-inGxecutive Committee t 
supplement the Estimates 1951-52, Par t  11-Cap 
tal, as shown in the Supplementary Estimates 1951- 
52, No. 7, which form the Schedule to the Resolutior 
This Resolution is rather voluminous and comprc 
hensive. As hon. members will see from the Ac 
dend'um, the original estimate for the constructio 
of the ncw runway at  Beau-ell was $1,680,000, bu 
tha t  estimate Tas reduced in the light of furthc 
investigation. After the rains interfered with t k  
construction of the runway, we came back to t h  
ar$inal estimate of $1,680,000. , The Addendui 
states: "The Secretary of State for the (Yolonic 
approved of this amount being met from the all1 
cation of Colonial Development and Welfare fund 

- "The rseal ing of the runway isin no way part 
,f the original contract and would nornlally takf: 
olace two to three years after construction. I t  is 
ionsidered that the date for resealing should be ad- 
ranced as the asphaltic premix concrete has not fully 
lried and hardened because of the abnormal weather 
:onditions prevailing during the construction. It is 
therefore intended to take advantage of the first spell 
~f dry weather which may occur to have this work 
carried out. " 

When Mr. WiIson started this work, he said that 
the runwa,y should be resealed within two or three 
vears; he has now said that we should not wait until 
that time, but  we should start when there is dry 
weather. The work cannot be da r t ed  yet; it is how* 
ever felt that the money should be made available 
so that the work can be done as soon as there is 
a spell of dry weather. The Addendum fur thw 
states : 

"When the 1951-52 Estimates were being prc- 
pared i t  was estimated that an amount of $1,420,000 
out of the total estimated cost of $1,620,000 would 
have been spent by the end of March, 1951, and 
therefore only $20;0;000 was revoted. Expenditure 
at  the end of the last financial year however amount- 
ed to only $1,337,571 and it is now necessary to 
revote the unexpended balance of $82,429. T h i ~  
amount will subsequently be refunded from funds 
provided under the Colonial Development and Wel- 
fare Act." 

This $82,429 is merely a re-vote, but  the $80,M)@ 
is a new sum. I beg to move that this Resolution 
do now pass. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. ALLDER: This House does not know the 

technical side of the construction of a runway; i t  
does give one the impression that when we voted tha 
money for the construction of the runway at Sea- 
well we felt that the total amount which w!as set 
out would have constructed that runway. It is thera- 
fore surprising that we are now asked to vote this- 
amount; no mention was made of the matter that 
shortly after the construction of the runway we  
would have to do something else. I want to sug- 
gest that in such negotiations the Government should 
go into matters thoroughlr so a s  to make the House 
aware of what might be required at some later time. 
The note says that it was expected that the runway 
would have been put  into use for about two or three 
years before i t  is resealed, and i t  is explained th& 
because sf the inclemency of the weather during th!. 
construction of the runway, i t  is necessary to do some- 
thing th i ch  it was suggested would not have tA, k 
done until two or three' years liter.. " That is.-'& 



credse in the cost of the construction of the runway. 
TTc have to consider that in large c.ou:ltries where 
3h"e climate is always dnmp although the rain may 
nut be falling, runways are constnlcted, and l taht: 
lt that our runway was const~ucted \ ~ i t h  experience 
gained from the constroetion of run~\-ays in  places 
where the weather is ainay. dan~p.  I ,tin suggestmg 
t . ~  the Government that in future when they enter 
into a contract they should get down to the realities 
of the particular scheme so that we a.111 not be mzr 
with any sudden demand. This sum which we are now 
asked to vote will not complete this work and we 
do not know how much this runway may cmt us 
when we are finished. These matters leave room for 
questioning and I suggest that greater scrutiny should 
be exercised nhen negotiating matters of this sort. 
Every detail should be put before the public before 
a scheme is embarked upon. 

Mr. MAPP: A part of the addendum to this 
Resolution to which I hope the Government attends 
very closely say, this: " I t  was originally t h o ~ l ~ t  
that the rock excavated along the runway could be 
used as back fill. Later experience however prored 
that a large portion was not suitable. This necessi- 
tated the use of clean rock from borrow pits. 
TYliile L do not uriderstand nhat  is meant by "bor- 
row pits", I uuderstand that the contractors sent 
a v d ~  thy machiuery some months ago ~xrhicli 
machinery iucluded the crushers which crushed 
the stone whivh it was felt would be required at the 
runway. I do not lmow if this rock excavated along 
the runway was crashed and left up there; but if 
the Government find that the contractors inailr a 
mistake in excavating this rock and found later on 
that this large portion was not suitable, l h o p  that 
the contractors will be made to stand this loss. 

1 would mention that about four months ago I 
went to f3cawell and a young man who was emp1o)-ed 
up there told me that everything was not all right 
v-ith the people ~ h o  had the contract for doing the 
work; he said that he would not be surprised if later 
on something was clone to show that some mistake 
was made in so far  as the runway is concerned. 
The Government is supposed to have had a Cana- 
dian engineer supervising the work, but we know 
how far these little things can go ~om~t imes .  I feel 
that if it can be proved that the contractor, have 
made the mistake to ~vhich I have referred, then 
they should shonlder the loss. All the facts are not 
I~nnwn to memh~rs  of the Ffoi iw hut thm- ?re x a i l -  
able to the membel; of fhr  I+n ' ~ I ' I I I I I ~ ~ ~ I ~  ;1111' 7 ' 'P 

that there has not b c ~ n  R ~ T -  ~ I I I T I P ~  h:ii:l(w r ? l l j ~  
part of the addentlnm which I haw quoted seems 
to admit that later exneriencr relative to this ex- 
cavated roclr has p r o ~ v 4  that somebody has made 1 

mistake . 
Mr. MITJTJER. I am not at  rll happy about 

nha t  is being asked for in mnnection vi th this ruli. 
TT-a~-. 1 thilllr c r ~ t ~ o n - l l p ~ r  th.1t t h ~  Cb~lrr'llill- 
Roosevelt Road in Port-of-Spain cost something like 
seven times the original estimate. All Governments 
are placed in an a,wkward position when it comes t o  
a question of contracts and there are several loopholes 
through which contractors can get out. I n  award- 
ing a contract the Government must be carefnl ; t h y  
shonld not necessarily select the cheapest co11trac.t 
Anv contractor will underestimate so as to qet :T 

cc~ntract: he will give an estimate when the amount 
&odd  have been another 50% or 100%. In  bnilil- 
ing a runway you are qoverned by certain stanclard.:: 
when you expect a certain tonnage at  thc aispor: 
i t  is necessary to take care as  to what type of m,<- 
terial you use. I say that anv contractor T V O I I : , ~  

come to the Government and ask for a 2 5 5  on the 

original estimate. A11 Governments are placed ir, 
that position. It is easy for the contractors to say 
that this stone which has been referred to, is not 
suitable and ask for  more money to purchase more 
stone, and i t  wonld bp difficult for the Government 
to say that ohat  the contractors say is not so. i 
would like to suggest that in future the Governmeut 
should exercise greater care in selecting engineers 
for contracts of this sort. No one would have any 
idea of what the inflation of prices would bring about; 
after 16 months; on the grounds I have mentioned, 
I do not know that you should criticise the Govern- 
ment, because they are always, a t  the mercy of en- 
gineers. I suppose that we will have to vote this 
nzoney and hope that we will have a, good runway. 

,\IT. ADLL\IS: 'Phe honourable member has been 
i a ~ r  aud inoderate i11 what he has suggested. A 
contractor w-ill sol~~etirnes submit the lowest tender 
leellng that he has friends at court who will help 
i'nn, aud then come back later on and prove that he 
biuiply cannot get through with the work on that 
teqder. That happens all day long and certain 
bodies have to sax plainly: "If you miscalculatt: do 
 lot come back to us because the loss is yours." On 
the other harid it is not unkown for  a contractor to 
submit a tender for, say, $2,000 with the hope of 
malring two ends meet and then come back and ask 
for an extra $200 and the money is granted. I do 
not know zvhether the Legislature remembers that 
when it first voted money for the construction of the 
runvay it specifically said that it was willing to vote 
any additional sum if the contractors found that i t  
was necmary for the Legislature to do so. The 
isrigina! estimate for doing this work was $1,680,000 
and it -ms thought that the work could be done for 
Less nloney. Xessrs. IIarriman & tender wax 
for $'.295,000; the original estimate was reduced in 
view p j f  the fact that Xessrs. Ilarriman & CO, ten- 
dered at $1,295,000, bat i t  was discovered that we . 
hac? to go hack up to the figure of $1,680,000. The , 
Lr-qislature agreed that the work should be pro- 
cc4dd with. I want to make this point: I do not 
l , m n ~  1vho is the bright young man who told the 
honourable junior member for St. Thomas that 
rhings are wrong at  Seawell; we have to remember 
that the Canadian Department of Transport lent u s  
Mr. Wilson free. We were told from Canada that 
Mr. Wilson is an excellent man, and it is difficult to 
imagine that Mr. Wilson, who has had experience 
is similar work in Canada aild who acted as supervisor 
~t Seawt*lI, would not be watching the contractors 
wefn l l~ . .  This is what is dated in the Report on 
-hi. work :- 

"Ss to April 30, our contractor, J. N. Hltrrimarz 
& Co., Ltd.. ha% made fair progress from the staxt 
of the job on February 5th. Admittedly progreus 
has not been as good as originally planned because 
of the difficulties which the contractor has encoun- 
tered 154th excavation. A peculiar combination of 
rock and soil has made excavation a problem unlike 
llormal excavation with power equipment. The coral 
'heads' outcropping from the soil as laid down in 
the folds of the rock have made anything like 
normal excavation progress impossible. Unfortunate- 
ly. while the coral is comparatively soft, nlurh of it 
is too tough to rip. Consequently, more blaslting has 
been necessary than we estimated. Also, because of 
the peculiar combination of coral rock and soil, blast- 
in? ir not as eff'ective as usual, making repetitive bias:- 
ing and excavation necessary. " 

That is what &!Jr. Wilson. the Supervisor, tells 
vs. A s  f a r  as the resealing is concerned i t  is nvt 
suggested that Messrs. Harriman & Co., the contractor, 



has added on the cost of that work; the Director of 
Highways and Transport, who has produced the best 
roads in the British IYest lnclies, is goiilg to do 
that work. He knows how to reseal a surface. Right 
from the start Mr. Wilson told us that every new 
runway ought to be rescaled for the sake of safety 
withln two or three years; but he warned us that 
owing to the rains which have been fadling m7e will 
have to reseal this runway much earlier than that, 
and suggested that we should do it as soon as we 
have better weather. However, i t  is not proposed 
to do the work this year, but the inoiley is being asked 
ior  in case the weather changes. If i t  happens that 
we have dry weather, we will do this work this rear.  

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS seconded by >Ii. 
f'os, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of threo 
Hesolutions in Committee of bupply. 

311.. SIJEAKZR resumcd the Chair and repwtecl 
accordingly. 

On motions of Mr. ADA~IS, seconded by Dr. CUM- 
MINS in each case, the  resolution^ passed in Commit- 
tee of Supply were read a first m d  second time and 
agreed to. 

COUNCIL'S AMENDNENTS TO BILL RELATING 
TO PERSONS OF UNSOUND MIND ACCEPTED 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker-I am asking 
leave that Item No. 8 be the next Order of the Day, 
and that the hon'blc senior nlelnber for St. Thomas 
deal with i t  instead of myself in whose name it 
stands. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If there is no objection, reave 
will be granted. 

There being no objection leave was granted. 
Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, in moving that 

the House a c c e p ~  the amendments made by the 
Other Place to the Bill to amend the law relating to 
ptJrsons of unsound mind and for purposes conner+ed 
therm-ith. 1 want to say that I haye gone throupll 
the amendmtents and found that they constitute 
no material changes to the Bill as i t  left this 
Chamber. In  most cases the vhangrs a w  nwrely 
verbal. I n  subclause (4) of clause 12 dealing with 
~o lun ta ry  pa,tients, the Bill as it left the House made 
provision for a person to receive voluntary treatmen: 
in the Mental Hospital by giving the Superintendent 
72 hours notice. I n  the Other Place it was changed 
to 24 hours. I do not think that there is much in  
that. Clause 13 deals with temporary treatment 
without certification. The Other Place has inserted 
the words "whether he is or is not capable of es- 
pressing himself" where the question of rerna,ining 
for temporary treatment is concerned. I n  sub-clause 
8 of the same clause the Other Place made a change 
which requires the Visiting Committee to visit a 
pakient every month. As originally passed by the 
House provision was made for visiting the patieut 
the first month aftor reception. The Other Place 
extended that to every succeeding month. As T have 
said, there are no materiad changes, and T beg :c 
wove that these amendments be now read a first time. 

Mr. Cox seconded and the motion was carried 
%ern.  m. 

On separate motions of Dr. CEWMINS and Xr .  
Cox the amendments were read a second and third 
time and agreed to. 

BITAT, TO AMEND TRADE ACT 

31r. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the hon'ble senior member for 
Pt. Michael-to move the second reading of a Riil 
t~ amend the Trade Act, 1910. 

Mr. COX: Mr. Speaker-As honourable mem- 
hers will remember, a Bill was passed by this H0ub.e 
in 1950, allon ing the Britislh America11 Tobacco 
Company to erect a bond house for the storing of 
their tobacco and cigarettes. This bond w.~as some- 
\:-here at  Lodge Bill, Christ Church. As hon7b!e 
members will see from the Objects and Reasolls : " A t  
present manufactured cigarettes and smoking to- 
bit( ?US ili~l)c)rtt'cl illto t b ~  island must be bonded a t  
th. (hvernment Spirit B011~1. This bond is not 
considered the most suitable place for bonding cigar- 
tttes and tobacco for any lengthy period. The Bri- 
tish Anierican Tobacco Co., have erected a bond ~t 
tllcxir  factor^- sitr -\\liich is mure suitable f o ~  bonding 
such articles etc." 1 do not think it is necessary 
to S* 1 1 1 ~ ~ .  111.. Spcakrr. :is hon'ble members will 
see that it is a short Bill ancl the Objects and Reasons 
explain it fully. I move that i t  be read a second 
time. 

Dr. CT-ivmrxs seconded. 
AIr. ALLDER: 31r. Speaker-Before the ques- 

tion is put, I would like to know whether this change 
cover will cause a loss of revenue to the Government. 

Xotion that the Bill be rea,d a second time was 
r u t  and carried nem. con. 

Mr. (30D7),37213) : ;\h. Speaker-l think that the 
honolrral)l~ mrmber shoultl br ans-\wrecl by the Gov- 
ernment, because he has raised an imporant point. 
For (Goarrttrs as for 1'11111 a certain amo~l l t  has to b*t 
paid for bonding. If this transfer is effected will 
they still have to pay the warehouse rent that they 
pay now ? 

3h. ALLDER: I will thank the honourable 
member for Christ Church for putting the question 
as he has. 

Mr. O X :  The building belongs to the British 
American Tobacco Company. Xr .  Speaker. 1 beg 
to move that Your Honour do now leave the Chair 
and the Eouse go into Conmittee on this Bill. 

Dr. CUMMINS seconded. 
' The motion was put and carried mm. con. The 

House went into Committee Mr. SMITH in the Chair. 
Clause 1 was read and passed. 
Clause 2 was read. 
Xr. Cox moved seconded by Dr. CUMMINS that 

Olausr 2 stand part of the Bill. 
Mr. XOTTLEP : Mr. Chairman-the questiox 

asked by the hon'ble senior member for St. John 
shonld hay? been answered. His Honour the Spcalw 
seemed to have put the motion for the second read- 
in? before any answer was forthcoming. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Will the honourable mem- 
Frr please address the Chair? 

Mr. JIOTTLEY: I am addressing the Chair 
::nd T am also addressing the House. I t  is not my 
fciult if someone does not answer a question. The 
honourable member asked a question and he is en- 
titled to an ansver. I sat in my chair and heard 
the honourable senior member for St. John thankinc 
the honourable senior inember for Christ Church for 
putting the question the way i t  should have been 
put. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Do not twist i t  that way, 
Did not the honourable senior member for Christ 
Church answer the question ? 

Mr. MOTTLEY: The honourable senior mem 
ber for St. John only thanked the honourable senior 
member for Christ Chnrch for putting the question 
the right way. I apologise to you, sir, if i t  appeared 
to you that the honourable member had answered 
the question; because he speaks rather softly. But 
~u re ly  the honourable senior member for St. Michael 
can tell us whether the Government. if it amends 
the Trade Act in the way this Bill seeks to amend if, 
d l  collrct rent from this bond instead of a t  the 
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Governulent Spirit Bond where this tobacco is now 

a stored. 
Mr. JIILLER: Xr .  Chairniall-I do not lillow if 

I can bring any peace in this matter. When you 
import nlanufacturrd cigarettes o r  tobat co you Jlaw 
tc. take tklenl to the Governinent Spirit Bond. While 
they are there, otllrr products btorcd tllrrc 
destroy all the original flavour of the cigarettes. The 
~~uest ion is whether or not i t  is suita,ble to contime 
storing manufactured cigarettes at  the Government 
Spirit Bond. 

Nr.  A U D E R :  Mr. Chairman-the honourable 
senior member for St. George does not seem to lrnovi 
what question I asked, or what the Bill is about. 

Mr. MILhER: Does the honourable member for 
St. John believe that I am referring to him? 

THE CI-IAIRJIAN: Do you mean the senlc~r 
inember for St. John, Nr .  ALLDER, or the junior mem- 
ber for St. John Xr .  BETHELL! 

Mr. BETHELL. Nr.  Chairman-l am not in 
,* the Tobacco Business. I 11211 t' not  said a j;.ord in t h i ~  

debate. 
Mr. MILLER : I was not saying that the honour 

ble member made a speech. I t  is true that sum, 

* individuals may not have any knowledge of cigar- 
tttes. 3 s  I was saying sir, the Government is mill- 
ing to all*)v- thic ~>ornpany to store tobacco in thc. 
bond prepared for it-a bond with controlled ventilln- 
tion etc., to prerent the loss of the original flavour. 
The honourable member might be concerned with 
Trumpeters. We are thinking about imported cigar- 
ettes. All tobacco in the island is inl~ortecl. 

Mr. REECE : Mr. Chairman-it i s  obvious that 
the last honourable member who spoke did not read 
the Bill. He does not know what the principa.1 Act 
mys on the point. Tobacco is stored a t  the Gov- 
ernment Spirit Bond. This Bill before the House 

e seeks to allow the British American Tobacco Com- 
pany to warehouse tobacco in their own bond. Now, 
what is the position? It should be in the Govern- 
ment Spirit Bond. But  the Governor-in-Bxecutive 
Committee allows certain manufacturers of spirits to 
bond them a t  a bond attached to the distillery. But  
this is allowed on one condition - that they pay 
into the Public Treasury the equivalent of the 
m o u n t  which they would have paid had the spirits 
been warehoused a t  the Government Spirit Bond. 
The question is whether this same principle will apply 
jn the case of the British American Tobacco Clom- 
pany. 

Mr. ALLDER: What motivated me in asking 
the question sir, was that I was thinking that the 
Government should be careful not to close the sources 
of its revenue. and I was not sure whether that would 
be the position in  this case. ' 

Mr. WARD: Sir, I think that the Government 
% should have been in a position to answer a ques- 

tion of that sort. A11 of 11s lmon- the position at 
the present moment. Government does not really 
have a proper spirit bond. I remember years agor 
saying that the Government should allow individuals 

4 to build their own bond houses if Government could 
not build a proper spirit bond of their own. I re- 
member saying a t  that time that if we were allowed 
to build our own warehouses we should not have to 
pay to the Government the equivalent of the rent 
we would pay if we were storing spirits a t  the Gov- 
crnment Spirit Bond. The Government Spokesman 
said that if thak happened the Government would 
lose revenue. He said that if individuals built their 
cwn bonds they would still have to pay the equivalent. 
Many people put up their own bonds and continue 

t to pap the equivalent. 'ITTe do it at the West India 
Rum Refinery. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman-this matter is be- 
coming a little confusing. The case of imported 
goods 1s diiferent from that of goods manufactured 
a the island. Goods when they are not duty paid 
ere under government supervision. So far  as rum 
is concerned, l am wondering whether the hon'ble 
junior rnember for Christ Church is right in  what 
he says. IIe seems to think that if the distillery has 
a bonded warehouse attached to it, the owner WIU 
haxe to pay to the Government the equivalent of the 
sum he would pay if he had bonded at  the Govern- 
ment Splrit Bond. I do not think that that is so. 
What the Government gets is excise. As far as 
tobacco is c.omerned, duty has to be paid on it, be- 
cause it is something that is imported into the island. 
That is different from collecting excise on some- 
thing that is manufactured locally. I do not think 
that you can put tobacco on all fours with something 
like rum. You may 'be able to put  i t  on all fours with 
homething like flour. I think that where things like 
rum and tobacco are concerned Government really 
txercises greater control. It is something like thz 
case of narcotics. Government has to know to the 
last ounce where they are stored. I n  the case of 
tobacco I have no doubt that if they have their own 
bond, Government should declare i t  a bond and not 
let them withdraw anything from i t  unless the duty 
be paid. As I understand it, if you bond anywhere 
else, the keys of these bonds have to sleep a t  the 
customs. 

31r. COX : Mr. Chairman-The question asked 
\:as whether the Government would lose revenue. It 
is understood that inasmuch as the bond belongs to 
individuals, the loss of revenue will be $230.00 a year. 
As f a r  as this bond is concerned, the Customs Officer 
will keep the keys and the owners will pay the trans- 
portation of the Customs Officers to and from the 
warehouse. 

Mr. ALLDER: That is what I wanted to know. 
The Government will lose revenye. Now you may get 
a n o t h ~ r  firm deciding to have their goods bonded at  
their own warehouse, and then you will be losing 
another source of revenue. 

Mr. LEWIS:  These people have built their own 
warehouse, and paid out a lot of money for labowr. 
I t  is obvious that they are going to have to employ 
peoplr to work in the warehouse. So, far  from the 
Government losing money, the people of the country 
will benefit. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman-Frankly, I hope 
that the honourable senior member for St.  Michael 
lvill pardon me. But  I just noticed this. I t  is only 
an explanation of what we have already done. On 
January 25 last year the Government exempted leaf 
tobacco, and therefore they can store leaf tobacco in 
their own bond. They are now asking us to include 
manufactnred cigarettes. 

Mr. GODDARD: Sir, warehouse rent should be 
paid in  the same way as if the tobacco was bonded 
at the Government Spirit Bond. Xveryone knows that 
the latter is rotten with wood ants, and in their 
visdom the Government is allowing the tobacco 
company to have a bond for their own convenience. 
Hut I do not see why the Government should lose the 
revenue which the company pays for bonding a t  the 
Government Spirit Bond. If you bond anything in  
the Government Spirit Bond for, say, two months, 
you get a return for a year's rent. Therefore, I 
think that the Government should see that the 
warehouse rent is paid even if some allowance is 
made. 

Mr. C O S :  Let us sap that these people are al- 
!owed to bond their tobacco at their own bond. The 
space that they formerly ocoupied at  the Government 



bplrlt baud a n  be rented to someone else. Therefwa 
you contlllue to collect rent lrom tilt! ~ U ~ C C O  60x1- 

pallj, \+lli be d l e u t l n g  rent Tor tllat space iiolll 
su o lxupie. 

Lur. &uL)l)d&l): These people pay three pence 
11, the p u n d .  I t  1s a very big rorul oi  revenue for 
tiie ~ o \ t . r a u e n t .  It is not ~ ~ 1 s t  a q~eStlOll ~i l'eutlng 
bpdce. i ou are collectlug SO I I I L ~ ~  oil ex Wy p0UnLL. 

Mr. \vAliU : 1s t h ~ s  building a Splrlt bold Or a 
b(,ll,j house for the tobacco collipany I Aite r  they have 
llailufactured tlleir stuff they can p u t  it i n  their 
bond house before they s tar t  dellvermg. Duty wlli 
cllly be paid as soon as they s tar t  dehveriiig it. If 
theg- are  using i t  as a spirlt bond, the Goveri1uent 
should not lose money. We hare to pay warehouse 
rent on every cask we store in  our  bonds just a s  if 
they were stored i n  the Covernulent Spirit  Bond. 
Government, therefore, should not allom' the British- 
American Tobacco Company to get off without pays - 
illg the equivalent of the warehouse rent. Gorernlnent 
should not stand to lose by this company when the 
rlistilleries are not allowed a similar privilege. TITf 
rented ICingsland building and Wakefield, and the 
\\arehouse rent was supposed to cover what we were 
p y i n g  on them. If we a re  not sure about this matter 
1 think that x7e sbould postpone this Bill until mr get 
the facts. I would not like to sit here and w t e  for 
this wifhout knowing the facts. 

Jlr. ADAMS : To me it ap1)ears inmoral to 
charge these people rent. Here it is you are compell- 
ing a man to use your warehouse so rhat he will not 
rob the revenue. I n  the case of leaf tobacw an  es-  
ernption is asked for, and the Government agreci 
that there is a good ease in asking for a change ill 

l a You are giving a man the right to say 
that he can use his own boncl ancl the Government will 
keep the keys. He  will pap the transportation of the 
Customs Officer every time that the latter comes up 
to the bond. Suppose that  water was coming in ancl 
spoiling his stuE i n  the Government bond. You 
would haye to pay him for destruction of the articles 
Tlere the Government is telling the man that  me are 
content to allow him to use his own boncl. Can w t  

still charge him as if he were renting our  bond? I sa? 
it is immoral, and if we have been doing i t  up to nox; 
v e  were carrying on from the immoral Conser~ativc 
d u y ~  

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman,-Thc honour 
cble senior member for St.  linc;v ha3 made some 
points vhit h l e a ~ e  errn.  I bel ie~c,  the Crowmtneni 
n bit confused. This question of $230.00 a year hac 
nlc a hit worric-d. The honourable senior member for 
St. Josrph said that nnder the old Act you had t c  
store all your imported raw tobacco and your man 
ufactnred cigarettes a t  the Government Spirit Bond. 
H e  said that we amended the Act giving the right t o  
remow leaf tobacco from that hond,so tha t  it would 
he stored a t  some other place. Now me are also go 
ina to allow this companv to store cigarettes a t  some 
other place. Where? J u s t  three miles out of the town, 
in their own bond. The honourable senior member for 
St. Lucp has explained that thc policy of the Gov- 
ernment in  respect of rum is that the distillers p a r  
+he Government the equivalent of what they would 
p p  if i t  v a s  bonded a t  the Government Spirit Rond 
when they bond i t  at  their own bnnds. What  T am 
vorried about is thic:: roe have been told-ana T hp- 
Iteve in  good faith-that $230.00 a pear is all that 
the Oovernment col l~cts  from this companv in rpspecf 
of cigar@ttW storrci a t  the &wernmpnt Snirit Bond 
T do not accent that.  T t  must cost them some monpy 
for creiatinrr their own hond to store these yiora~etto~. 
n n  mu ask nq to heliew that ill order t n  a~-oid t l l c  

sum of $230.00 a gear these neonle mill go to the 
oxPense of erectinc a hond which mill probably cost 

;bout &5,000 1 1 agree v l t h  the honourable menlber 
:or St. Lucy- that me have not got enough explanatloll 

tlus niaiter, a n d  i view i t  with suspxluI1. 1 

ionc to Iuove that \ \e  report progresb ancl ask 1~ 

ca\-e to sit again. I\-e are not opposed to tile 
1 do llut think that tile honourable senior nlenlber 

:or st. John IS opposed to it. W e  are not opposed 
,, g r i n g  the lnanufacturers of cigarettes the same 
ptloll tilat lye give to manufacturers of rulll, lf l t  

L found that the Government Spir i t  Bond is un- 
,u l tab~c tor  the storii,g of cigarettes. But  let the 
i o l  ernment give us a better explanation. I move, 
sir, tilat n r  report progress and ask for leave to sit 
zgain. 

311. \I-ilil'LU : \\'hat I \\oulti iilie to know is what 
L ,c Eiit iai~-~ill lerlcan l'obacco Company pay per 
pt:unLl as ~ ~ a r e h o u r e  rent, so that we will know wlmt 

\vill lose or mliat we will not lose. The sum of 
$230.!W a 3 ear cloes seem a. rather small amount. I 
t,:inii it i b  a ~lilstai;~.  \Ye should know hon. lnueh r rn t  
[,or-cl.nmeat llas been collecting from this company 
o;ex tlic last tllrcc J ears, so that me can know how 
u~ucii \VC can afforL1 to 10s~. I think that  the Gov- 
e ~ n ~ u e n t  rvili bc wise to postpone consideration of 
tLls Bill. The inforluation which the honourable 
benior membei* for St. Xiehael has may be wrong 
n~formatioa. The right figure may be $2,330. 

Mr. LEWZS: I will go back and say that  this 
que\tion of cigarettes and tilt- question of rum should 
~ , t  IJP mixed up. Go~ernment  gets excise duty on 
the r u n .  As fa r  as  building a warehouse and add- 
ivg on another room in which to store cigarettes and 
tobacco is concerned, it will not take so much to add 
that other room. But  1 clo not think that  they would 
build a room merely to save $230.00 a year. This 
debate. in  my opinion, is a w r y  important one, and 
it has let the cat ont of the bag about industrialisation 
you triill r u n  out for the sake of $230.00, when you 
2nd the Hotel Aids Bill. Here is a n  industry which 
are saying let these other people come i n  duty-free 
2nd with no tases to pay for fire years. You want 
to s a w  $230.00 a year nhere this cigarette factory 
i~ concerned, but if another cigarette factory wanted 
tc come in, they would be allowed, according to the 
proponents of the encouragement of industries idea. 
to come in dnt:- frcc and to be exempted from income 
tax for five years. I-Ionourable members should not 
allow themselves to be so illogical merely for the 
sake of criticising the Qnvernmel~t. Here is an in 
dnstry which employs people, and you are going to 
rml it ont. You want them to pay the equivalent 
of warehouse rent under the same policy as that em- 
1.1oyecl with n~annfactnrers of rum when you knoxv 
that they are not the same thing. Duty  is paid on 
ti~ingq that are imported into the  island. The hon- 
ourable jlunior member for Christ Church knows 
that Things imported cannot be placed on all fours 
with rnrn which ic, manufact~lred locallp. Where rum 3 
i c ,  conrerned, the Govcrnment charges yo11 so much 
for many d l o n s .  1 t l l in l~ that the explanation 
riren by the G o ~ ~ c r n n ~ e n t  i~ a reasonable one. I f  these 
peonJc are going to be allowecl to bond their tobapcc 
~ 1 1 ~ 1  cjrrarettw in their own warehouse I do not sei. 
x-::-hr t h ~  chonlil he charged ~varehonse rent. m a t  

r w d i a r  is that this amendment does not seelq to 
:rant this facility of storjnc cigarettes and tobacco 
to other n e o n l ~  besides the British-American Tobacco 
ComWW. T h not SW  hp other people should not 
hal'e the Sanlp facilitv one. the &vemor-in.Exrcn- 
ti7.r Committee coldd prove that the facility was 
br'in? ~ n i o w d  nndel- crtrict colltrol hv  thPm. 

Mr. AnA4MS: 1 am asking the House not to 
agree to postpone this Bill. There is no explanation 
tl 'at  thp (hWYlment can give next Tuesdav which 
!'aq not been given to-day. Reference to the file shows 



JUNE 12, 1951 875 
E 

what we haye already done. When the Br i t i sh-ber i -  
W. %@m C o ~ g a n y  pointed out that the Spiri~ 
&g4 Was unsuitable for storing leaf tobacco, they 
w e d  W to amend the Act. We were advised that 

qoOuld. have to amend tge Principal Act of 1910. 
By d g i q  that, we lost $4217. So this House is now 
mdning a t  a gnat and swallowing a camel. Revenue 
for a year fsom manufactured cigarettes wag 
$2,27.3Cr,$230.00 in round figures. That ig all the 
jnfopetioq that t,lpe Government can give. There 
hadf beep the tmggestion that some other tobacco com- 
pany might Come along. The Comptrokler of Cus- 
toms says that he does not see anx risk of that h a p  
pening. I,t is on the advice of the Comptroller of 
Customs that the Government feels that it i s  reason- 
able to accede to the request for an  exemption in 
$he case of cigasettes, having already granted one in 
the case of l e d  tohacco. 

Mr. WARD: %r, the honourable junior member 
for the City has said that on the one hand we talk 
about encouraging industries and an the other we are 
trying to kill them. I do not think that he is serious. 
If another tobacco company came in, you could not 
call that a new industry. That would only be com- 
petition. The new company should pay taxes from 
the start. 

Mr. LEWIS:  l never said we should let them 
bring in  anything free. I said that the loss com- 
plained og in  the case under discussion is a small one. 

Mr. WARD: He said that the Hotel Industry 
wouldcome in free. I do not see that the payment of 
$230.00 a year in rent would run out a big company 
like the British-American Tobacco Co. What I 
would like to ask the Leader of the House is this: 
if the Government is going to give these concessions 
to the British-American Tobacco Co., are they going 
-to give similar concessions to the distilleries who put 
up their own bonds? If you are willing to give up  
a certain amount of revenue by one industry, surely 
you should be willing to give up some by others as 
well. I feel that we should be cautious and scrutin- 
ise &is matter very carefully. You are giving this 
con~eagi~p to a company that is established and that 
js making money ; not to a new company- I do not 
feel that you should give that concesssion to the 
British-American Tobacco Co. If thd present build- 
ing is unsuitable for the buntling of cigarettes I feel 
tb9t the Gloverni-nent should rent a building. The 
distillerieis may come along and ask for the same con- 

and t h n  the Governlnent may lose $20,000 
or W,000 a yeat. 

Mr. BODDARD: I think that the ctlmphny 
should-be allowed to put  down the i~ '  own wdrehlouse. 
It is a great convenience for them But I cltiim that 
they should be made to pixy warekodse rent as e a f n s t  
the privilege that t%ey will Be enjoying. It seems to 
me that Government is- creating: aii o@xi dbor for 
any other industry that  comes along add asks for 
similar c6nce%ions. If this company is going to 
have the priirilege of bonding their goods free, Gov- 
ernmeat must &pe'& that otliers will y a n t  to do 
the same. 'l?& honuuYabk jaaiiop member fop the 
City should krro* better. He used to dofk at a place 
that used to bond cotton and s h i ~  it out. He  should 

:erms. That: company also ianlports manuf8dure4- 
GdylW. ci@k?etW: !€Hey carry them' to the boa& 
m@ take outt i& mich %i- the tradi! i n  ITridgetown, 
&d I think thaC wakehouse rent shotlld'be paid on 
lhem. The honourabk senior member for St. John 
~ k e d  a qdest3on that B& thrbwn a lot of light on' 
this matter. T-he hoklourrtbb junior member fbr tlie 
City h& ta-i$d to get around it. Today Be is defend- 

M$ mdrcharits. TamorhQ' night & the Park he 
Gill be cursing them. 

MP. A!L&DKR: Accbrdjiig to the a ~ g u h e n t  of 
the honourable ju~~iol? member f ir  the City thi8 
se6Ms to be an indieation of the Government's policy 
tewa~ds new industpi& and hotel aid. I f  that is so, 
the point faked by the honburable jUlior member 
br 8%. Bucy is understaxid&bl~-as16kig thdt si& 
ilar concessions be granted to the di&dleries, and 
that the apparmt  discrirflination against them in  
favour of this company should cease. It is easy to 
we that this company can monopolise the local 
2igarette market. If any other firm came to compete 
with them they conld under-sell the other firm out 
3f existence. I feel that they should contribute their 
due amount of revenue to the colony. I do not see . 
that they need any special protection. As regards 
the suggestion about tobacco being damaged in the 
Spiyit Bond. I remember once that the Government 
had to pay for goods that were damaged when they 
were stored underneath a tap. I do not feel tNat 
this company needs defending. They are without 
cornpatition. and they distribute millions of cigar- 
ettea a year locally. No one knows how much they 
malze, and no one know& if the amount stated here 
is the exact amount that the Government will be 
losing in the transaction. I think (that they should 
be made to pay. 

Mr. REECE: Sir, according to the figures 
given by the honourable Leader of the House, last 
year's amendment cost the Government over $1,200, 
and the proposed amendment will cause them to 
lose a fu&her $230.00 a year. That to my mind is 
an infinitesimal sum compared with the size of this 
c?rnpap;yp But it. ip t. a sqa l l  #urn to lose when we 
congder that i t  is P t e Treasdry of a poor coun tq  
like Barbados. If the amount saved by the company 
would be passed on to /the consumer, there might 
be mm% excuse for getting away from the general 
r g e .  If the company is getting the privilege of hav- 
ing a private bond, they should be content to pay 
into the Treasury the equivalent of what they would 
pay if thqy were using the Governmept Spirit Bond. 
T b t  is the principle that has been acted upon i n  the 
p&$. There is a point' of law which says that if a 
cc) pany owns a private bond it cannot charge rent. 
On "t y the Government can oharge rent for  the USA 
of its bond. If the Goyernment grants this privilege 
to ithe company of having its own. bond, then unless 
i t  be agreed between the coppany and the Govern- 
ment tliat the former will cont,inue t,o pay the 
equivalent of rent of the G o v e q e n t  Spirit Bond 
ndthing would be going into the Treasury. Such 
agreementk were made i p  t-he past. Private com- 
panies such as distilleries agreed in the p,ast that 
for the ~r iv i leae  of having their own private bond 

not t ry  to &aw a red herring across the trail by they wodd  pays sum equ&rtlent to wh& they would 
talking about the encburagement df the Toqrist ! pay if ithey stored their rum in  the Government 
Trade and new indHstbies. To t d k  abbut tryiiig to 
run  out? an estdlisbed tobikco company ir;! n o ~ : n s e  
They have a fine busin* and adyahe of us liere 
would dike to b.e ia it. The Covernex t  h& not given 
us sufficient grounds for their losing one dollar liy 
this transaction, and I do not agree with it. We 
have already allowed them to bond bulk tobacco therc. 
a t  a loss to t,he Government. We should not allow 
manufactured cigarettes to go up  there on the same 

Spirit Bond. That, hap been the ,principle in the 
past, and I am surprised t o  hear my friend, the 
bonourable Leader of the House say that that 
+as an immoral practice. Is it immoral to collee$ 
sodey  from the rich Itaxpayers for the benefit of 
the people as  a whole? Here we have one of the big- 
gest taxpayers getting this privilege, a privilege 
that is not, grantgd to others which come within 
the same category. The unount aved hy tb 



pany is so small that i t  cannot be passed on to the 
consumer by way of a reduction in the price of 
cigqrettes. But with this privilege, the company 
will still be bertter off. We are making them a pre& 
ent of this amount. I f  the law has been amended 
so that we are a,llowing these people to erect their 
own bond and we cannot charge them renit, what 
about the other people who in the p ~ t  entered into 
the agreement that if they erected tbeir own bond 
they would pay into the Treasury the equivalent of 
the sum they would pay for rent at  the Government 
Spirit Bond? There will be two situations obtain- 
ing. I do not think that any useful purpose will be 
served by debating this point further. The hon- 
ourable Leader of the House says that he has given 
us all the figuree available. If that is so, there is nc 
use arguing further on thls. Weshould decide on thc 
principle to be adopted in  the future. We should de 
cide on whether such companies should continue t c  
pay the equivalent spoken of in this debate, oi 
whether they should merely pay the duty collected un 
der the Customs Tariff Act. What the honourable 
member on my right (MR. WARD) is saying is thal 
you should not have one set of taxpayers enjoying a 
privilege that others do not enjoy. 

Mr. WARD: I n  the past we amended the Act 
and as a result the Government lost $1,200. Non 
they stand to lose $230.00. We should realise thaii 
if this company erects a building for S6,000, the) 
will recover that easily per year, apart from having 
the facilities that they will have. Then, you will 
have other compai~ies #thinking the same way, and 
the Government may find the Spirit Bond empty 
one of these days. I feel that the Government should 
be very lyary in  adopting this policy at the present 
moment. 1 am not in the Government, and of coum 
they should know their own business. But  I m 
only wlarning them. I think they should be ver! 
cautious in adopting this policy. 

Mr. MILLER: I have a couple remarks tc 
make. Let us examine the facts. It is a triumpl 
of scienre when you get such modern condictions ii 
a dorage building as will protect tobacco. If y o ~  
want to get more money out of a rioh company, ge 
it by some other method of taxation. Bring in  r 
Bill for more income tax. If Government brings i 
Bill affecting ali the people that import tobacco 
no one will come to the House. We will not get r 
quorum. Or, perhaps, the Bill will be sent to 3 
Select Uonlmititee. You want Government to built 
the East Coast Road. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You are out of order. 
Mr. MILLER: I thank you for your ruling 

sir. To some honourable members i t  provides fu 
to see Government defeated. It is unfair 'in thi 
interest of science-(laughter) . 

THE CHAIRMAN : I waat to appeal to hon 
ourable members to behave. 

Mr. BSILLER: Science provides a new metho, 
of storing tobacco. Today man has conquered naturt 

THE CHAIRMAN : Deal with the Bill. 
Mr. MILLER: I see the wisdom of this Bil' 

I am appealing to honourable members to see th  
wisdom of letting this Bill pass so that a better typ 
of cigarettes can be produced. 

Mr. ADAMS: I t  is a pity that this debate ha 
wandered W much. I would not have spoken agail: 
but perhaps it is like speaking to a jury-you hav 
to say one thing over and over again until i t  sink 
h;. Everyone has talked about an agreement betwee] 
these p r o p l ~  and the Executive Committee. W h  

~ o u l d  go to the capital expenditure of putting up 
is own warehouse if i t  will cost him the same amount 
.S if he had left his stuff in the Government Spirit 
iondP What the honourable junior member 
or Christ Church is perhaps getting c ~ n f u s r d  
rith is a different thing. When the Uovernmeui 
ometimes rented buildings in  the p a t ,  L 
'resume that they have had to pay a higher rent 
han commercial rent. They did not worry because 
hey always then charged those who stored rum ac- 
ording to the rum that they stored. I f  the hon- 
urable member says that I am wrong let him men- 
ion one transaction in which the Government al- 
  wed someone to put up a building and then charged 
he same rent. Now that the bond-of thg British- 
~merican Tobacco Co. is ready, they will move up  
,heir leaf tobacco and the cigarettes also. While leaf 
vbacco is not being paid for, they pay on the cigar- 
!ttes. If the principle was changed, it was changed 
n January last year. The decision to make the 
lhange was hotly opposed before it got here. The. 
2omptroller of Customs was asked to give figures and 
seasons for this that and the other, and the possibility 
,.as envisaged of the rum people asking this or the 
)they, and another tobacco firm coming in etc. 
$hen the Government saw that the amount involved 
n this case was only $230.00 a year, and when they 
XIW the suitability of the bond, having already agreed 
o the principle of allowing them to store leaf tobacco, 
t was felt that it was the most natural thing to allow 
hem to include manufactured cigarettes. It can do 
;Q harm for this to be passed now, and for the 
Executive to have reported to i t  the views of honour- 
ible members. If the House were to pass an address 
kaling with the matter the whole question will have 
6 be considered. I am perfectly prepared to con- 

sider this anew in the future. I will take i t  up. 
with the Executive if i t  is the wish of the House that 
this exemption should not be granted. 

Mr. REECE: The honourable Leader of the 
House has asked me to cite instances of the use of 
the policy which I have mentioned. I can tell him 
that Mount Gay Distilleries Ltd. store rum in their 
bwn warehouse, and they have to pay the equivalent 
of rent of the Government Spirit Bond. The honour. 
~ b l e  member is a lawyer like myself. I am glad to be 
sble to tell the public that he does not know any law, 

Mr. WARD : The honourable Leader of the 
House is saying that no firm which owns its own 
bond has to pay warehouse rent. I am telling him 
that it was a principle that if a firm built its own 
bond to store its stuff it had to pay the equivalent of 
warehouse rent. That is the case with the West 
rndian Rhm Rehery .  I want the honourable member 
to realise that that is not a new policy. 

On the motion being put that the Chairman do 
now report progress and ask for leave to sit  again, 
the question was resolved in the affirmative, the Com- 
mittee dividing as follows :- 

Ayes:  MR. AIALDER, MR. MOTTLEY, MR. BETHEIJ,, 
AIR. DOWINNO, MR. GILL, 1MR. HAYNES, MR. GODDARD~ 
NR. WILKINSON, MR. WARD and MR. R E E C E ( ~ ~ ) .  

Noes: MR. SPEAKER, MR. M~LEE,  MR. -P, ME 
ERTAN, MR. COX, DR. C U N ~ N S  and B. ADAMS- 
(71. 

The CHAIRMAN reported, and MR. SPEAKER red 
mrmed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

MR. ADAMS moved seconded by DR. CUMMINR 
that this House do now adjourn to this day week a$ 
S o'elock p-m., and the motion being put  and carried 
"em. con. lh. SPEAEEB adjourned the House accord. 
in&. 




