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SESSION 1950-5 1 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Monday, 12th Xarch, 1951. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem- 

bly met at  4 o'clock p.m. today. 

Present : 
His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker ), 

Mr. L. E. Smm, (Chairman of Committees), Dr. 
H. G. H. CUMMINS, M.D., C.M., Messrs. 0. T. *ER, 
F. E. M m . m ,  R. G. MAPP, F. L. WALCOTT, T. i). 
BRYAN, M. E. COX, G. H. ADAMS, B.A., L. E.  R. Gmc, 
F .  a. GODDARD, J. E .  T. BRANCKER, J .  H. WILKJNSON, 
0.B .E. and E. L. WARD. 

Prayers were read. 

MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on 
the 20th February, 1951, having been circulated 
were taken as read and confirmed. 

DOCUMENTS 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received the following:- 

Report of the Inspector of Trees for the parish 
of St. Andrew for the year 1950. 

Report of the Inspector of Trees for the parish 
of St. John for the year 1950. 

Report of the Committee appointed to review 
he existing arrangements for the control of price8 
vith particular reference to the expediency of 
Seviewing such arrangements in  the light of present- 
lay conditions and to make recommendations 
;hereon. 

Mr. GARNER entered the House and took bia 
seat. 

GOVERS\J'MENT NOTICES 

Government Notices were given as follows :- 
Mr. ADAMS: Bill to continue vglrious expir- 

mg laws. 
Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum of 

b23,769 at  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1950-51, 
Part I, Current, as shown in  Supplementary Estim- 
ates 1950-51, No. 45, which form the Schedule to 
this Resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the 
House into Committee of Supply a t  the next meeting 
to consider the money Resol~tion of which I have just 
given notice. 

ernor requesting that a writ be issued h sll the 
MESSAGES FROM THE IJU-?JSLATIVE I vacant seat for the parish of St. Andrew, caused 

COUNCIL 1 through the death of D a m  Atfield Foster. Esauire, 

Mr. SPEAKER: I also have the honour 
inform the House t h t  I have received Messages fro111 
the Honourable the Legislative Council returning 
the Bill to amend the Immigration of Paupers W e -  
vention) Act. 1909 with amendments; and the Bill 
to consolidate the Acts of the Idand relating to the 
Colonial Tre,asurer with amendments. 

Mr. BETHELL entered the House and took his 
seat. 

PAPERS LAID 

Rlr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I am commanded 
to lay the following papers:- 

The Barbados Scholarship Regulations, 1951. 
Post, Office Advances for payment of Money 

Orders to the 31st of January, 1951. 

REQUEST FOR LEAVE RE PASSING O F  AN 
ADDRESS RELATIVE TO VACANCY 

FOR ST. ANDREW 

Mr. GILL : Mr. Speaker,-Before the business of 
the day is proceeded with, I ctm asking leave to move 
the passing of a n  Address to His Excellency the Gov- 

- .  
late j k i o r  member for ~ t . "  Andrew. 

Mr. ADAMS : 1 do not know if the honourable 
member who has asked leave to move the pawing of 
that Address, has approached Your Honour in  con- 
nection with the matter, but I am isuggesting, Sir, 
that before the matter is dealt with by way of the 
passing of an  Address, a small Committee might be 
appointed with Your Honour as Chairman, to search 
the precedents which took place on the death of a 
member. I am objecting to leave being granted the 
honourable member to move the passing of this Ad- 
dress and I am stating the remons for my objection. 
My point is that I would like to have the matter clear- 
ed up  and a ruling given once and for all. It seems 
to me that on a previous occasion m Address was 
passed without any legal, authmity % to the specific 
time, after the death of a member takes place, i n  
which the writ is issued. The matter can be remedied 
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either by amending the Representation of the People 
Act or by Resolution of this House which would be 
binding on future Houses. I t  is only for the reason 
that it is not quite clear whether a period of three 
weeks or forty days should elapse before the writ is 
issued, that I am objecting to leave being granted the 
honourable member. The matter was brought to my 
notice by a member af the bgd p&eQRiion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I t  is for the House to make a 
decision in this matter. The honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Andrew has asked leave to deal with this 
Address today and unless there is m y  objection, leave 
will be granted the honourable member. T b  honow- 
able senior member for St. doseph has raised an  ob- 
jection. 

Mr. WILKIKSON : Mr. Speaker,-I was surpris- 
ed to hear the objection of the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph. I have been here for 20 years and 
it has always been the practice when a member dies, 
at the next meeting of the House if it is possible, an 
Address is moved by the colleague of the late mem- 
ber of the particular parish and passed asking His 
Excellency the Governor to issue a writ to fill the 
vacancy. I n  the case of Mr. Foster i t  was due to a 
feeling of respect that the passing of the Address was 
not moved last Tuesday. The honourable senior 
member for St. Joseph is a legal celebrity and he 
might be right. This question might take a long 
time to go into, and I see no danger in  following a 
procedure which has been going on for the last 20, 
30 or 40 years. 

Mr. GILL : As far  as I understand from the 
honourable senior member for St. Joseph, the question 
is whether His Excellency the Governor should i s u e  
the writ in 21 days or 40 days. After the Address is 
passed it would then be left to the legal advisers to 
advise the a o v e r ~ o r  as to the time in which the writ 
should be issued. 

The question that leave be granted the honourable 
member to move the passing of the Address waa put 
and resolved in the negative. 
A division was taken as  follows :- 

Ayes : Messrs. GLLL, GODDARD, BETHELL, WILKIN- 
SON and WARD.-5. 

Noes : Messrs. SMITH, BEYAN, ALLDER, MILLER, 
=PP, COX,. ADAMS, GARNER, BRANCKER and Dr. 
CU~TMIN~.-10. 

PRIVATE MEMBER'S NOTICE 

A Private Member's Notice was given as follows : 
Mr. GILL on beh,alf of Mr. MOTTLEY : Bill to amend 

.he Parochial Employees' Pension Act, 1944-14. 

BILLS READ A F'IRST TIME 

On the motion of Nr. ADAMS, seconded by Dr. 
~VMMINS, a Bill to continue various expiring la,ws was 
read: o first time. 

On the motion of Mr. GILL, seconded by Mr. GOD. 
DW, a Bill to amend the Parochial Employees' Pen- 
sion Act, 1944--14 was read a first time. 
- Mr. M~TTLEY entered the IIouse and took his seat. 

THE ESTIMATES' - 1951-52 

NF. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the honourable senior member 
for  St. Joseph:-To move the House into Committee 
of Supply on the Estimates for the year 1951-52. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-In moving that the 
House go into !Committee of Supply to consider the 
annual Estimates, I wish to pay tribute to the person 
o r  persons responsible for the drafting of the Memo- 
randum which accompanies the Estimates. We have 

$equently in the past, perhaps more often than not, 
had a well-drafted Memorandtun accompmying the 
Estimates, but sometimes, I believe, honourable m%m- 
hers g ~ t  the impression that the Memorandum t ~ c o m -  
panying the Btimates in  respect of a particular Year 
rllerely gave then1 bald figures without any indication 
as to the implication of those fi$Wes on the Year's 
working or an the estimated wo~kimg of the ensuillg 
financial year. This Memorandum does more than 
that; besides making clear the differences between 
approved Estimates of the last financial year and the 
revised Estimates, i t  draws attention both to the 
revenue and expenditure sides in a clear and explicit 
way. In addition to that,, it sets out-I am speaking 
more especially now of paragraph 10--clearly as to 
what is the Government's policy for the ensuing year. 
I n  dealing ~vith Capital Esitin~a~tes, too, the Wemorall- 
dum a t s  out in much greater detail than previous 
3lemoranda what we propose to spend this year; at 
the end or near the end of the ~ e m o r m d u m ,  p a F -  
graph 15, the House has the opportunity of seeing the 
position with regard to unexpended Loan Balances. 

While the main factors affecting this Budget ?re 
contained, as I have just intimated, in the Memoran- 
dum to which I haye just drawn attention, there are 
some points in the Budget of which I shall take special 
notice. I do not propose to read what honourable 
members may themselves be now reading-just the 
mere figures of revenue and expenditure-exeept to 
draw to- their attention the differences between the 
approved and revised Estimates and to draw tQ their 
attention again the reasons therefor. 

As honourable members will see a t  the beginning 
nf the Memorandum, we have an improved position 
as a result of the revised estimates for  1950-51 being 
somewhat in excess of the revised expenditure. Bckb 
show an increase, but, on the whole, there-is ail 
increase in revenue of some $200,000. The General 
Revenue Balance after deducting the sum of $403,000 
revised estimate of Capital Expenditure chargeable 
against General Revenue Balance eomes to $4,313,000. 
The improved revenue position was due to a number 
of factors, but the more important were an inzreasm 
in the actual income tax collected of $250,000 and 
an increase over our estimated Customs and Excjse 
Duties of $228,000. I draw honourable members' 
attention to paragraph 3 of the Memorandum dealing 
with the increase in expenditure, and as regards 
paragraph 4, I ask them to agree that the excess of 
$'76i.30n is not unsatisfa?to:p ;,.S IS here stated, 
ldtbocigh :L I eflects a smallr-. jn3rg:ll hr>t~vi'c'tl ~ ( Y V ~ I I I I ~  

and expendittire than one wli~ilci hopt? to be able to 
so:. i n  a Bcdget muuntiny to :i l {l. )W 0:lQ 

I understand that certailz l ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ r i ~ l t l ~ ~  meinhers 
are going to blame the Governnicnt for spending 
too much, and certain honourable members of the 
same Pasty are going to wipe out that criticism by 
complaining that we are not spending enough; so I 
leave i t  to the members of the Opposition to have their 
little fight among themselves. However, the Govern- 
ment is prepared to show that, strange as it may 
seem, they are not less than other Budget makers, ancl 
that the revised Estimates are not in any respect 
aither under-estimates or over-estimates. I have to 
say, even at  the risk of incurring the wrath of the 
honourable senior member for the City, that the BiscaJ 
Survey is not yet ready; we have reason to believe 
that it is near birth and therefore the Government 
will be in a position in a short time to declare in ita 
d n t i r e t ~  what its policy is as  regards future Capital 
Expenditure. We have, however, to remind hqnoura- 
ble members that we shall continue the items of Capital 
Expenditure on which we have embarked, and whirll 
last year I promised honourable members we would 
'~ndertake without indulging in any extensive Capital 
Expenditure in the absence of a Fiscal survey. 



Things have hbppened that have been to a great 
extent, unforeseen, and I ohallehge honourable mem- 
bers to say that they uould point their linger at aay 
thing that has taken place in the last financial year 
end say that that is an omission which the Govern- 
ment *ould have seen. I And i t  difficult to-day, &h. 
Speaker, for the reasons which I have just given, to 
outline this Budget in a way usual to the person 
conducting the affairs of the Government. As I sap, 
when one lot of political thinkers+-one portion of a 
lot of political thmkers complain that you are under- 
spending, and another portion of the same lot of 
political thinkers complain that you are over- 
spehding, then i t  is better to keep quiet and see what 
criticisms axe going to be made. I n  moving the 
-House into Committee of Supply on these Estimates, 
I shall do very little more than draw to the attentioji 
of the House certain points which are outstanding in 
the Government's Budget proposals this year, and 
ask honourable members to study them earefujly 
before criticizing them. 

This Budget, Mr. SPEAKER, reflects an increase 
af $453,000 in revenue over the revised figure for 
1950-51, and an increase of $547,000 in expenditure. 
This latter figure, as honourable members will see 
from the paragraph to which I have drawn their at- 
tention, includes a wmtribution of $250;000 to Capital 
Expenditure and one of $150,000 to a proposed 
Revenue Equalization Fund. These sums together 
with the expected surplus of $166,000 ay honourable 
members will see a t  the 'bottom of the first page of the 
Memorandum, represents a Budget cushion of over 
$550,000. Let me remind honourable members that 
the IIouse has been approving for some years now. 
of a contribution to Capital Expenditure, and we 
propose an initial contribution this year of $150,000 
to create a Revenue Eclualization Fund which speaks 
for itself. We haye been blessed in the last three 
years with outstanding crops, but if we have to go 
back to the 76,000-ton crop from which we suffered a 
few years ago, and if we have two or three crops like 
that, it would be necessary for us to draw on General 
Revenue Balance, which would 'be deplorable, or have 
a. retrenchment Act which wonld be more deplorable. 
It is therefore necessary for us to have a Revenue 
Equalization Fund to provide not only for a rainy 
day, but against the day of disaster or drought. T 
do not propose to dwell on that matter. I have used 
the word "illitial" and i t  is intended, Mr. Speaker, 
that this $150;000 w31 be an init'ial sum. I n  good 
years mare will be added in order that a subdantial 
Eq~alization Fund might hp built np for the bad 
yeam 

The Estimates which honourable members haw 
in their hands propose a total capital expenditure of 
$1,585,972, and it is intended to meet that sum from 
the following sources : Advances pending the raising 
of loans, $491,384; Unexpended 3oan balances, 
$111,898 ; Contribution from &venue, $250,000; 
General Revenue Balance, $555,884 ; and Colonial 
Development and Welfare, $176,806, making the total 
which I have given. I f  honourable members desire 
more details affecting any of these figures which I have 
given, I will be pleased to give them if they intimate 
that to me when they speak after I have finished 
speaking. I shall add further that as fa r  as the loan 
position is concerned, 1 have given the figure of 
$491,384 in connection with the item "Advdnces pend- 
ing the raising of loans", and the proposed expendi- 
ture of that amount will bring the t o t d  amount under 
this item to $1,783,390 at  the end of the financial 
year; i t  is proposed to consider raising a local loan 
in the current year to meet this expenditure. I have 
already said that any revised plan of development-- 

I reply to those critics who are saying that we arr, 
not spending enough-will be formulated when tb 
Piscad' Snrvey; wtriuh is- much WaIer mmpletion than 
before, has been completed. 

There are some points which I will mention brief* 
ly, because whether I mention them now or not, doubt  
less when we come to consider the Heads of the Es- 
timates in detail, honourable meinbers will speak on 
them; but i t  is advisable to anticipate criticism by 
drawing to their attention certain things, even though 
I run the danger of showing to honourable member$ 
zertain things which they would not have discovered 
for themselves. Under Head 111-Colonial Treasurer, 
Commissioners of Currency, it is proposed that dur- 
ing the coming year this service will be taken over 
by the Board of Commissioners constituted under the 
Currency Act, 1950, and this expenditure will there- 
after cease to be made from the Island's Revenue. l 
think that certain honourable members might know 
that the Currency Note Security Fund exists for the 
issue of currency notes so that there will actually h 
some money coming from that Fund. If honourable 
members will look a t  the Head of Revenue to which 
I have just referred, they will see what I have just 
mentioned. That Head is Head IX and the informa- 
tion is under Item 8. 

As regards the Public Market, I am sorry that 
the honourable senior member for the City is not here, 
but it might be useful to mention both in  this con- 
nection and in some others that there are one or two 
tnembers of this Honse, notably the honourable j u n i o ~  
member for the City, who seem to have the gift of 
ictelligent anticipation. When tTie Government is ac- 
tually considering a Measure, questions are asked: 
. 'Why does the Government not do so and so" when 
we are through nine-tenths of it, and sometimes the 
source of honourable members' information does not 
give last minute details. So i t  is with the Public Mar- 
ket; the Government has been very actively consid- 
ering the question of refrigeration at the Public Mar- 
ket, and also the question of construding a new ab3- 
toir; therefore I wish honourable members to know 
beforehand that that is a matter which h88 not re- 
cently been engaging the attention of the Government, 
but for some time. 

Under Head X-Fire Brigade-the question of 
the erection of a new Fire Brigade station will be 
examined in the light of such recommendations a s  
the Fire Officer may make. We have been told 
that this Officer is already on his way here, he hav- 
ing already left for this colony. Honourable members 
will see a new item "Police Barracks", under Capital 
Expenditure, for tht  sum of $6,000 to covey the 
conversion of the recently acquired "Club Willow" 
property. 

The vote for "Education", Head XX, shows an  
increase of $167,536 over last year's expenditure, 
making a total of $1,806,116. That is a huge sum, 
but I cannot picture any Barbados Government not 
endeavouring, as  people are yearning for  educhtioh 
in this island, to spend liberally on education aad  
trying to balance the Budget in such a way that  eau- 
cation will not sneer. The Government is glad to be 
able to say that it has made provision for  the supply 
of textbooks for Eleaentary schools, and extended 
the provision in respect of the scheme for the pro- 
vision of textbooks for Secondary Schools, which 
scheme honourable members will remember started 
a t  Combermere and has been extended to other 
Secondary Schools. 

Honourable members to whom I have referred 
are not the only persons to criticize the Government. 
for not doing this, that  or the other; a little enquiry 
by an itching journalist could easily have made him 
have his facts correctly and made him refrain from 
absolutely undeserved criticism of the CJovernment as 



to  what it is doing and what i t  is not doing. I speak 
now on health matters. I will leave i t  to  the honour- 
able member on my right (Dr. Cummins) to reply in 
some detail on matters, if he is asked about them, 
affecting the General Hospital. I will state here that 
as  f a r  as  the Health Centre is concerned, the Gov- 
ernment proposes to have the Health Centre in 
Speightstown put into operation in the course of this 
financial year; but inasmuch as i t  is unlikely that 
the conversion of the premises which we have pur- 
chased will be completed before the beginning of 
October, provision is made under Head XXIII, Medi- 
cal Departments, for six months only. 

I have before me, Mr. Speaker, other Heads of 
the Estimates on which, doubtless, honourable mem- 
bers will spend much time, but I propose to mention 
only some postponed matters. As far  as  housing is 
concerned, honourable members must remember this. 
This Government attempted in the last session to 
have a proper Housing and Town and Country Plan- 
ning Bill passed into law, but after we in this House 
had passed the Bill, the Other Place held i t  up. I 
believe, however, that  on this occasion the hold-up 
was due to the fact that we had strong advice from 
the highest possible authority on housing and town 
planning that  the Bill was cumbersome for Barbados 
and that we should have a much simpler Bill pre- 
pared. The Government is not unmindful of that 
advice, but, in the meantime, work is being given to 
the Housing Board which would not normally be 
theirs, because the functions of the Housing Board 
are strictly limited, as honourable members know, 
and the Housing Board is really doing work which 
a new Housing Authority would do when a new Act 
is passed and a new Authority is set up. For instance, 
thg Housing Boara acts as agent for the Government 
in respect of the Bay Estate and the Pine Estate 
Schemes. 

I am sure that I will be asked something about 
the flood area. I will say that when we came here 
and asked for money to assist those who suffered in 
this area, the Government gave a clear warning that 
nobody who went back to that area would get any 
help from the Government. We are accused of doing 
nothing in case another calamity comes along and 
people get drowned. I am now replying to another 
bit of that  silly propaganda which one sometimes 
reads in the "Advocate". Some people's memories 
a re  short, but a journalist's memory should not be 
short. There was a clear pronouncement made by 
the Government that anybody who carried his house 
to Delamere Land thinking that the Governme-nt has 
money to remove i t  to the Bay is completely mis- 
taken;  and if he thinks that the Government is going 
to  allow it to remain there, he is again completely 
mistaken. Having said that,  I will just remind the 
House that especially since the advent of a member 
to the Housing Board, the Board is a very active 
Body and i t  has taken over a large proportion of the 
Staff of the Architect and Town Planning Officer. 
That is reflected as honourable members will see, 
in the improvements under Head XXXV of the Esti- 
mates-Housing Board-for the coming year. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I come to a matter of some 
moment-a matter on which, doubtless, some hon- 
ourable members will probably criticize the Govern- 
ment greatly. I n  anticipating criticism I would just 
like to give honourable members some facts. I laid 
on the Table of the House a t  our sitting today the 
Report of the Committee appointed to review the 
existing arrangements for Price Control. The hon- 
ourable member on my immediate left (Mr. Smith) 
i n  spite of being warned by me that the Government 
had excellent reasons for not publishing the Report 
as  soon as it was made, nevertheless, as a good back- 
bencher he has drawn to the Government's attention 
that  this Report was written for some time and ques- 

tioned why it was not made public. At any rate, the 
Report has been Jaid today, and there are cyclo 
styled copiesaof i t  which I hope the Clerk will hand 
around to honourable members while the Estimates 
are being considered. The Government appointed 
this Committee because complaints were being made 
from all sides; the merchants were complaining that 
their mark-ups were not good enough and the gen- 
eral public were complaining that the mark-ups were 
too high. The merchants were complaining, as they 
have a habit of doing, that there should not be any 
control by the Government, but what they are so 
happy to call free enterprise is sometimes the law 
of the jungle. The Government does not propose to 
remove controls. (Hear, hear). We are continuing 
controls on the existing basis because under the prrs- 
ent state of world affairs, it is obvious-I say i t  with- 
out necessarily, I hope, being offensive to the com- 
mercial world of Bridgetown-speaking generally, 
that without control one can hardly imagine that 
prices will not go up. Prices will go u p ;  that has 
been the experience of the removal of price control 
i11 many places of the world. I repeat that the Gov- 
ernment does not propose to remove controls. Now 
that hon. members have the Report of the Price Con- 
trol Cmmittee before them, they will see that in 
the main, the Committee, f a r  from discovering what 
a large number of persons believe, namely, that the 
mark-ups are too high, hare found that the mark-ups 
are not in every case adequate. Broadly speaking, 
when honourable members read the Report, they 
will see what I mean. I t  is to be remembered that 
this Report was made in July last year when 
perhaps it was more reasonable to think that 
certain goods were coming into free supply, but 
it is impossible in the light of certain events, to 
maintain that  to-day. The Report of the Commit- 
tee has been examined in the light of the present 
and potential world situation as regards com- 
modity prices and supplies. Whereas the Committee 
had reasonably assumed that as time advanced there 
would be likely to be some recision both in prices and 
in supplies, international developments have resulted 
in increasing price trends. It is obvious also that a 
restriction in the production of commodities for 
civilian purposes will be maintained until there is 
some sustained improvement in  world affairs and in 
supplies. It is almost impossible to see any relaxation 
of the prohibition against the use of some goods for  
civilian purposes ; he would be a rash man who would 
prophesy that raw materials or even foodstuffs are 
likely to be in more free supply next month or next 
year than they are today. I n  these circumstances the 
Government considers it would be inappropriate to 
implement the recommendations made by the Price 
Control Committee. It notes in  passing that the 
proposal for distributors to levy a service charge for 
retail deliveries has been implemented by some 
retailers as from the 1st March, 1951. 

The Equalization Account will continue-within 
its available balances-to make minor price adjust- 
ments, but until further information regarding the 
present and potential financial condition of commis- 
sion agents, wholesalers and shopkeepers is available, 
the Government is not prepared to increase the mar- 
gin of profits, resulting in a further increase in  the 
price of food and other supplies which is already 
inevitable in some cases, following increases in world 
prices. The Government will give further considera- 
tion to the present representations of retailers. I n  
the first instance, i t  is proposed to examine the com- 
parative percentage of profits as between the com- 
mission apents. the wholesalers and the shopkeepers. 

That is in consolation to the hon. junior member 
for St. Joseph who is now on my left. He  knows my 
&vs and I think he knows the views, generally 



speaking, of the members of the Labour Party and 
he also knows that you cannot go to the retail shop- 
keepers and say : " Let me see your books, let me see 
your margin of profits" and straightway formulate 
a policy. There are very few shopkeepers, even those 
in large businesses, who keep books and who do not 
run the hazard of finding themselves against a hard- 
hearted vestryman who will feel that their trade 
is so great that their trade tax should be equally 
great. In  short, the Government feels that from the 
knowledge a t  its disposal from a world point of view. 
it would be wrong to increase the mark-ups and allow 
a greater profit on those items on which a certain per- 
centage of profit is allowed; and in the case of the 
retail shopkeeper, it might be found necessary in 
.checking the profit between the retailer and the 
wholesaler, to m3ke some adjustment. I have stated 
the policy of the Government in connection with this 
matter because I do not wish to be misquoted or nlis- 
understood. The Government does not consider that 
it should remove controls, and as far as the small 
shopkeeper is concerned, the Government will con- 
tinue its investigation to see what adjustment mighi 
be made between the wholesaler and retailer. 

That brings me to the whole question of the Gov 
arnment's policy as regards kee,ping down prices, al- 
though theoretically and as a matter of sound politi. 
eal economy, one should aim at  the reduction or coin- 
plete elimination of subsidization within a reason. 
able time. Here again the difficulties of not 
knowing what is going to happen in the outsidt 
world and therefore here, has led the Government t c  
appeal to the House for the same amount for sub 
aidisation as i t  is a t  present spending. That doer 
not mean, however, that every commodity will neces 
sarily remain at  its present price obviously becaust 
from day to day we are hearing of possible increaser 
in prices of commodities. 

The expenditure on subsidisation has been, a: 
far  as practicable, maintained a t  the level that wt 
agreed on for the last two or three years. The revisec 
figure in respect of subsidisation for the coming year 
is $1,097,000 as against an expected expenditure ol 
$1,076,780 during the current year. I n  order tc 
maintain the previous level, it has been necessary tc 
pass on to the consumer an increase in the cost pricc 
of certain commodities. The effect will be an increast 
in the price of Grade "E7' Flour by 4 cent a pounc 
and all grades of salt pork by 1 cent per pound. Tht 
price of salt fish will, however, remain at its presen 
level as well as the price of all other subsidised food 
stuffs. That is by way of compromise between th 
idea of removing subsidisation and permitting an i n  
crease in the cost of goods. As between flour an, 
rice, more people of the higher income groups ea 
flour than they eat rice and we do not interfere wit' 
the price of rice. Very few people, except by way o 
curiosity. of the higher income groups eat salt pork 
while it is true that salt pork is eaten mostly by th 
poor classes and i t  would seem as if in selecting sal 
pork for this increased price, we have gone agains 
the principle which I have just enunciated, on th  
other hand, the Government has chosen not salt fisl 
for this increase, but salt pork; we cannot fin1 
a local substitute for salt fish. We have been told 
as hon. members know, by Dr. Brown that ther, 
is not enough fish around the coast of Barbados t 
feed Barbadians, so that we will have to carry o 
with salt fish; but as regards salt pork, there is a 
alternative since the Government intends to intensif 
the rearing of pigs so that people might get porl 
That is a long-term as well as a short-term policj 
Surely if we encourage people to keep cattle that wi' 
increase our milk production, and if we encourag 
them to keep pigs. that vill, in time, build np tb 
pig ~opulation in thicl island. which will help consic 
erably in providing the pork which we now imp01 

1 all instanccs from dollar countries. I think that 
lat is the bitterest pill which the public will have 

swallow, if it is bitter. It is not, I suggest, a bitter 
ill. Subsidisation will be maintained a t  the levd 
E past years with the exception of the two commodi- 
es which 1 have mentioned. 

Just a word about the Capital Estimates, Mr. 
peaker, and I am finished. To ahticipate the hon. 
3nior member for the City as regards Seawell, I 
hall just draw hon. members' attention to Head 
XXl1I-Airport before going to the Capital Esti- 
lates. I t  is expected that the expenditure on 
ie Airport will be almost double that for 1950-51, 
ie figure for 1950-51 being $32,336, and that for 
ie coming financial year being $53,330. That is, 
E course, due to the recent developments at the Air- 
ort; but by way of some compensation, a t  any rate, 
le Government proposes to raise the fees at the 
irport, which fees are very low as compared with 
lose at airports outside this colony, even in  the West 
ndies. 

As I have told hon. members a t  the beginning, 
he Capital Expenditure is confined to those items 
hn which we have embarked or which had been 
athorised. If hon. members will turn to the Head ' Capital Expenditure" on page 119 of the Estirn- 
~tes, they will see the items under the Head "Public 
3uildings." These Schools, the building of which 
vas authorised in the past, we propose to deal with 
n this Budget. As regards the Sub-post Office a t  
hTelches, there is a supplementary estimate; there is 
he Health Centre to which I have referred and them 
we other items which speak for themselves. We pro- 
)ose to carry out those works which were previously 
luthorised and t,hose which are sufficiently urgent as 
o warrant their being undertaken until the Fiscal 
3urvey is ready. I have given hon. members the 
igures as to the unexpended balances of loans and 
t is intended to utilize these unexpended balances 
n carrying out capital works. If hon. members will 
ook at the list of schools-I may say that the sum 
~f $11,971 which is the unexpended balance under 
he Education Loan Act, 1935, is being asked for in 
-espect of additional accommodation at  St. Leonard's 
3oys7 School-they will see that a total expendi- 
ure of $88,198 appears in the column "Revote of 
)revision previously authorised." The unexpended 
)alance under the Waterworks Loan Acts of 1935 
md 1941 is estimated at  $75,076 a t  the 31st March, 
1951, and i t  is intended to utilize this amount on 
additional mains and standpipes for which an amount 
~f $120,000 has been included under Head IV, item 
3, "Additional Mains and Standpipes. " Amounts 
of $851 and $24,000 respectively, remain unex- 
pended from the loans raised under the Public Loan 
Act, 1928, and the Local Loan Act, 1941, and i t  is 
proposed that these amounts be used to meet the 
expected expenditure on housing for which an amount 
of $116,000 has been voted under Head IL item 5, 
c ' Housing7 '. 

I would just say here that plans with regard 
to rural housing are under consideration. If hon. 
members see under that Head a reference to Clinc- 
ketts, i t  is because a certain amount of land was 
offered to the Government as a playing field and it 
was thought a better proposition to buy a larger 
quantity, over some 14 acres, take off what was 
necessary for a playing field and retain the remain- 
der for housing in that area. I n  short, it is not that 
St  Lucy has been specially selected because of per- 
suasion by its members, but they were lucky that, 
in buying a playing field, some land was left over- 
I am glad to hear the hon. senior member for the 
City intervene because I am sure that he would 
use his effort to enable tbe Government to buy land 
at $320 per acre instead of $300 per acre. 



The last outstanding item I will mention-it is 
generally the cause of friction and complaint-is that 
of ,the tenantry roads. Hon. members will notice that 
the same amount of tenantry roads is provided for 
ac3 last year the estimated cost of new works being 
$124,000. That covers the repair and construction 
txf tenantry roads. Hon. members will h d  that on 
page 121 of the Estimates. 

The han. junior member for St. Philip, who tabled 
some questions about the Constitution Swamp, is not 
here; I am not sure whether the answers are filed, 
but they axe ready. Our information is that the value 
of the reclaimed land as a result of draining the Con- 
stitution Swamp is less than the cost of reclamation. 
As regards the point raised by the honourable mem- 
ber about the dangers to health, we are informed 
by ,the medical authorities that no epidemic can be 
traced to the Constitution Swamp; and. as we all 
knotv, a distinguished member of this House lived in 
the Constitutiop area for  many years and died even- 
tually over 80 or 90 years of age. The Go~7ernment 
has been advised that there is no danger to health 
in respect of the Constitution Swamp; i t  has been 
further sciviseci that the checking of the flood danger 
of the ~onsti ' tution Swamp can be secured by the 
provision of suck wells higher up, and the Govern- 
ment proposes in this Budget to spend the sum of 
$10,000 on the construction of suck wells which will 
help lessen the flow of water before i t  reaches the 
Constitution Swamp. 

I should have said when I was dealing with Sea- 
well, that, as  honourable members will see in the 
Capital Expenditure, the sum of $29,000 has been 
put  down for electrical installations a t  the Airport 
to give effect to recommendations contained in an 
Interim Report as  to the essential requirements a t  
the Airport.. A Committee has been sitting, as  some 
honourable members will know, for some time making 
recommendations as  to the requirements a t  Seawell. 
h Interim Report has been submitted to the Gov- 
ernment and as a result of that Report, we are ask- 
ing for $29,000 for carrying out these electrical in- 
stallations. As regards the new Terminal Buildings or 
extension of existing buildings, the Government is 
awaiting the full report of the Committee as to 
whether it should extend the present buildings or 
build new Terminal Buildings. As a matter of fact, 
the Committee has actually reported quite recently 
and its recommendations are to be discussed by the 
Government. Token provision of $1.00 has been in- 
cluded in the Estimates in respect of new buildings 
and extensions of existing buildings and in respect 
of new roads, parking spaces, and so on. 

I think I have covered the items that are out- 
standing in this Budget, Mr. Speaker, and the 
things which lead most to discussion and requests 
for  information. If there is anything by way of 
reply when honourable members speak in a general 
way on the Estimates, I shall be happy to give such 
information; but I am sure that honourable mem- 
bers will wait until the separate Heads are being 
discussed before they ask for specific details. Before 
I sit down, I would like to draw to the attention of 
honourable members that the Government is very 
anxiously watching the revenue side of the 
Administration. Without any reflection on 
anybody, I say that  this Government feels that the 
main sources of revenue should be well organized, 
well staffed, and, shall I say, rigid with care in the 
collection of income tax. Care also in  the collection 
of death duties and in the collection of customs du- 
ties is essential if we are to find, as  the years go by, 
revenue for the essential social services on which 
the whole future prosperity of this island will de- 
pend. 

We feel that with last year's crop and even with 
the present crop and the possibility of increased im- 

ports, no less than $3,950,000 is likely to be collected 
in income tax  and death dutiek. We have budgeted 
for that sum, but 1 repeat that without any reflec- 
tion on any Oepartment or on the staff of any De- 
partment, i t  is felt that the Department of Income 
Tax and Death Duties should be up-to-date. It 
is felt highly desirable to  have in that Depart- 
sent the services of a highly trained Officer, 
and i t  is obvious that a t  present i t  would be 
impossible to run the Department as an  up-to- 
clate one should be run. I t  is therefore proposed 
to establish the special post of inspector of 
Death Duties in the grade of $2,880 rising to $3,456. 
I have not been authorised to say much, but it seems 
that there will be available a locally-trained Barba- 
dial1 to  fill that post. This increase in staff will al- 
low of one of the existing posts of Inspector to be 
filled by an officer who mill form the Statistics Sec- 
tion to which one of the clerks, already provided 
for in the Estimates, will be attached. This will 
allow of statistics being prepared and studied and 
trends analysed which is not possible with the exist- 
ing staff. I t  is however essential that both these 
of f ic~rs  should be properly trained in methods of 
abstraction, and so on, and to achieve this it is pro- 
posed to obtain on secondment for six months the 
services of a qualified and experienced officer from 
an Inland Revenue Department. The seconded offi- 
cer will not only be available to train the newly- 
appointed Statistics Staff, and to introduce a proper 
system of income tax statistics, but he will be able 
to give general instrl~ction to the staff gf the De- 
partment. Honourable members can easily see that 
you are groping in the dark if you do not see what, 
v o w  revenue trends are. However West Indian- 
minded or  Barbadian minded hon. members might be, 
they will a p e e  with me that these is need in thia 
generation, at  any rate, for a person trained in sta- 
tistics, who might take his place in  the Auditor Gen- 
eral's Office, the Colonial Treasurer's Offiee or the 
Income Tax Department and help in  the way I have 
suggested. It is therefore proposed to obtain on sec- 
ondment for six months, the services of a qualified 
and experienced officer fro111 an Inland Revenue De- 
partment. The seconded oEcer will not only be avail* 
ble to the locally-trained staff, but will be able to give 
general instruction to the staff of the Department. The 
best advice has been asked from Statiistical Depart- 
ments in the United Kingdom and elsewhere. We have 
been advised that a really first-class man can come 
here and, in  six months, train the staff in the way 
in which i t  should go, say exactly what the staff 
should do, see what figures are to be compiled and 
what analpie is to be made. Although a period of six 
months seems to me to be a short period, I can only 
say that that is advice from the higbest, source. If 
honourable members feel that this post is an absolute- 
ly essential one, but that a period of six months looks 
like hurrying things, I would be only glad to pass on 
the files to hononrable members of the Executive 
Committee and get authorisation for extending the 
period to a year. Perhaps honourable members might 
prefer that the officer should come for six months a d  
at the end of that period i t  would be seen whether 
he has trained people sufficiently or whether he should 
remain for a longer period. I may say that there are 
certain posts in  which young men should be well train- 
ed, but i t  may be that in some instances i t  is better 
to second an officer out here to train the local staff 
than send out the local staff, from Commissioner 
Adams's point of view. not necessariIy to England. I 
am told that i n  Jamaica or Trinidad you can get 
useful information as to how to run a Customs 
Department. I t  might be that some of the 
training could take place in  other West Indian 
Colonies, i t  has been suggested by Commissioner 



Adams that Nigeria is more suitable for teaching 
West Indians than England because of local 
conditions. Honourable members will agree with me 
that we have to be sure that taxation is properly ap- 
plied and not haphazardly inflicted; we should be as 
willing to spend money on making our revenue-pro- 
ducing Departments up-to-date as  we would spend it 
on  roads or water or housing. 

Nr.  Speaker, I apologize to the House for speak- 
ing a t  such length and going into such details, which. 
perhaps might have been left until when the separate 
Heads of the Estimates are being discussed; but I 
thought i t  necessary in this Budget Speech to draw 
attention to those outstanding things to which I have 
referred in order that honourable members may in 
their questionings see that the Government has had 
to bear in mind, perhaps more carefully thifi y2ar 
than in the past, items of revenue, because it nu& 
not. always be our good fortune to have continued 
crops of 150,000 tons and over. The Government has 
endeavoured, by eqreful consideration of the revenue 
of t h ~  colony to keep up such sov1;11 scrvicw as vie 
have begun, without attempting to do what we can- 
not properly do now that we are awaiting the Fiscal 
Survey. I do assure honourable members that in say- 
ing that the Fiscal Survey is near to completion I am 
using a phrase that I have not used in this House be- 
fore today in  this connection. I n  the past I have said 

was debating the motion that I do now leave the 
Chair, and the House go into Committee to consider 
the grant of sums of money for the service of t!w 
Government as provided and set forth in the Estimates 
for the financial yeas 1951-52. 

Mr. WILKINSON : Xr. bpeaker,-We havo 
listened to a very interesting speech by the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph, and I might say that, 
in my opinion, it was a most apologetic speech. I 
think that the honourable member should pray for 
forgiveness for the things which ought to have beeu 
done and which have not been done ; I think he should 
ask the forgiveness of the taxpayers. I do not know 
who prepared the Memorandum which is attached to 
the Estimates, but T must congratulate whoever has 
prepared it, whether i t  is the former Financial Secre- 
tary, the present Acting Financial Secretary, the 
Colonial Secretary or the Assistant to the Assistant 
Colonial Secretary. On this occasion we have not been 
honoured with the information as to who has pre- 
pared the Memorandum to the Estimates, but I have 
a feeling that somebody higher than all the Officers 
whom I have mentioned has had a large hand in  the 
preparation of this Memorandum. As regards the 
things which ought to have been done and which have 
not been done, I would like first of all, to refer i o  
the East Coast Road. The question as to the construe- 
tion of this road has been discussed in  this House on 
many occasions ; I believe that everybody agrees that 
it would be a great advantage to develop that part 
of Bathsheba, and that ~ ~ - o u l d  bring a large amount 

of revenue not only to the Government, but  also to 
the parish of St. Andrew. That is one of the things 
about which no inention has been made here this 
afternoon, and the next thing is the Scheme for a 
Deep Water IIarbour. In  my opinion, and in the 
ypinion of a large number of people, a Deep 
Water Harbour for this colony is absolutely essen- 
tial if we are to maintain our position in the Carib- 
bean as a port where the transshipment of cargo 
can be done with ease. I think i t  is most regrettable 
that no mention whatsoever has been made of that 
Scheme ; to me that Scheme should have been given 
yery high priority, but i t  has been left out entirely. 

We know from a recent speech by the honourable 
senior member for St. Jose h, the attitude of the 
Government in  respect of a &l1 for  assistance in the 
construction of large hotels. The honourable member 
has already told us that the present Government has 
no intention of introducing such a, Bill. I think that 
that is another grave omission, and as fa r  as dollar 
earnings are concerned, perhaps that is the gzeatest 
omlssion of all. Visitors from Canada, America and 
Venezuela bring a large amount of dollars to this 
colony; quite recently the honourable senior member 
for Christ Church gave us figures as to the amount 
which would go to our local people from these 
visitors. 

On the yuestion of the fiscal survey of this colony, 
it must be admitted that the lack of such a siurvey 
is a very great handicap to any Government. It is 
astounding that the fiscal survey of a little colony 
like Barbados with an area of 21 x 14 a,nd wiLh 

that  the - ~ i s c a l  Survey is not yet ready but we do 
know now that it is near being ready. I now beg to 
move that Yonr Honour do now leave the Chair and 
the House go into Comlnittee of Supply on the Esti- 
mates for the year 1951-52. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. COX: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move that 

this House do now adjourn for half an hour. 
Mr. W I ~ I N S O N  the motion which was 

agreed to, ancl RIr. SPEAKER adjourned the House 
accordingly. 

THE ESTIMATES FOR 1951-52 

On re-assembling, 
~ r .  SPEAKER: On the a,djournn~ent the House 

this survey is now in draft, and I hope that  that  is 
do. I understand that the gentleman who is in charge 
of this work mill leave this island not very f a r  from 
now. 

At a, casual glance you will think that this 
Budget is fairly satisfactory, but when you go into 
i t  more carefully, i t  makes you feel a little ubeasy. 
I t  must be remembered that Resolutions are bomd 
to he brought down to this House during the year 
for items which had been forgotten or for  items which 
turned up  unexpectedly and which are not provided 
for in the Estima,tes,. This year-I speak of the year 
ending the 31st March next-it is hoped that sruch 
Resolutions will not exceed $240,000. I heard notic:? 
of a Resolution given today, and I hope that Resolu- 
tions during the year will not exceed $240,000 ; other- 
wise, instead of having a surplus of $166,000 we shall 
have a, deficit on the Estimates of $73,000. I shall be 
told that the Estimates of Revenue are conservative; 
that may be so, or i t  may not be so, we never 
know. We are anticipating a large crop this 
year, but we have not made a good star t  with 
the crop; the tonnage of canes so f a r  reaped is 
much less than was anticipated on account of the 
nnusuad and unexpected rains, and unfavourable 
conditions may continue. I, personally, am inclined 
to the viemr that the estimated revenue has been put  
down in full;  if i t  has been put down in  fal l  instead 
of having a surplus we shall have a deficit. Altogether 
I do not think that the position is a very happy one. 

If you turn to the General Revenue BaIance, 
you will see that there is an indication a s  to how 

' 

just over 200,000 inhabitants ~hou ld  take over three 
years to be made. If work of a similar magnitude 
;ere given to any honourable member sitting around 
this Table and i t  was not done after that period of 

' time, that person would not be any longer employed. 
MTe have been waiting for three and a half years for  
this fiscal survey. I cannot blame the Government 
for that, I extend my sympathy to them. The hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Joseph will remember 
that it was said in March, 1950, that i t  is to be hoped 
that within a few months we will have this fiscal 
survey. The honourable member has assured us that 
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we are going. If you turn  to the General Revenue 
Balance as fa r  back as the 31st March, 1948, ysu 
will see that the amount is $6,358,000. 1 am speaking 
of round figures. At  the end of March, 1949, i t  was 
$5,825,000; at  the end of Mareh, 1950, it was 
$4,455,000. There has been a decline all the t h e .  It 
is estimated that at  the end of this financiai year, 
the amount will be $4,313,000, and a t  the end bf 
March, 1952, i t  will be $3,923,000. We have been 
spending capital for the last year or two and 1-notice 
that i t  is the intention of the Government to raise 
capital locally to replace the revenue which has been 
spent during the past two years, which is a corr~v9 
method. We cannot expect the Mother Country to go 
on advancing or lending us money. As v e  all knov:, 
the people in England are in great difficulties; 
everybody is taxed to the hilt, and therefore we 
have to stand on our own oars and the money @ ~ s t  
be raised here. Can me raise all the money we need 
in Barbados or in the Caribbean area? We will 
need a lot of money for capital expenditure, for the 
construction of a Deep Water Harbour and the East 
Coast Road; are wilhl also need money in respect of 
the establishment of a Natural Gas Corporation and 
nobody knows what that is going to cost. Can we 
raise all this money in the Caribbean a t  a n  economi- 
cal rate? To my mind, it is very very questionable 
whether all this money can be raised in the Csrib- 
bean area, and i t  is hardly fair to expect the Mother 
Country to stand behind s s  now that she is giving 
a tremendous amount of money for the development 
of industries. 

The suggestion that we should have a R~veque  
Equalization Fund is a very sound one, particulariy 
in a colony like Barbados where we are so dependent 
upon one industq-. We are practically tired depend- 
ing upon sugar; we have been fortunate in having 
average and just above average crops in this island, 
but it is certain that we are bound to h p e  bad years, 
and when we have a bad year, dependent as we are 
upon the revenue derived from the sugar industry, 
our revenue must decline most seriously. I applaud 
the suggestion of starting a Fund to be set aside for 
days which are bound to come-days of short crops. 
I n  the Memorandum mention is also made of the re- 
serve of ~ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  which was put aside years ago in 
view of any possible hurricane. That, of course, was 
a very wise thing, and a t  that time the amount of 
money appeared to be ample; but how far  mill that 
amount go to-day? The amount should be increased 
and I throw out that suggestion to the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph. 

I think i t  is our main o b j e c t a n d  i t  is the mail] 
object not only in Barbados-to increase production. 
We must increase the production of sugar for 
export and the production of food for home con- 
sumption and for export. We must do all we can to 
encourage any industry that gives any indication of 
success: and the only way we can succeed is if we have 
the co-operation and assistance of labour. I t  is of no 
use starting schemes if you do not get willing workers, 
and I am glad to see that the Union of which the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Joseph is President, 
is doing all i t  can, as fa r  as I know, to co-operate in 
that direction and encourage workers to take more 
interest in the job which they are doing. I n  many 
countries today, the workers are just time-beaters : 
they look a t  the time when they go in  to work, they 
look a t  the time for luncheon, the time for tea anid 
the time for going home. What we want is co-opera- 
tion and getting people to take an interest in their 
jobs. I could give many instances in England and 
Scotland where people work for very high wages, but 
they take no interest in the jobs which. they are doing. 

Looking a t  the Estimates of expenditure for 
1951-32, i t  is very striking that the cost of education 
is always increasing. Everybody sitting around this 
'lable believes in education; we believe that money 
should be spent on education and that everybody 
should have the opportunity of obtaining education 
and reaching the top. I do not think that there is any 
dispute about that; but are we satisfied that the money 
which is being spent on education is being spent i n  
the right way? I n  1 9 4 8 4 9  we spent the sum of 
$1,159,00 on education and in these Estimates the 
expenditure is put down at  $1,806,000, speaking of 
round num'bers, or nearly (18% of our total expendi- 
ture. I do not grudge-I am sure that no honourable 
member of this House will grudge-the amount of 
18% of our expenditure being allocated to education; 
but we must see that the money is spent wisely. l 
venture to suggest that, at the moment, the teachers 
are dissatisfied, the parents are dissatisfied and the 
taxpayers are dissatisfied. I t  is a very important 
thing to see-I am sure that the "Minister" in charge 
will do his utmost to see-that the money which we 
are spending on education is spent in the correct 
way. 

As regards "Subsidies and Controls," we are 
spending approximately 11% of our total expenditure 
in that connection, and I notice that a large sum of 
this monej- is put under the Head " Non-recurrent." 
Before the honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
spoke, I was wondering whether i t  was the intention 
of the Government to discontinue the subsidizatian of 
foo,dstuffs. I agree with the honourable member that 
.t the present moment, would unwise release 
t11 con&ols, but there are some controls, which, in my 
,pinion, could be done without. I t  is astonishing to 
3ee that under this Head 41 persons are employed- 
i large num'ber of persons to control the imports and  
3xports in respect of this colony. I am asking the 
lonourable member to examine that matter very 
aarefullp. I do not propose to go into details in re- 
spect of each Head of the Estimates; we will do that 
i s  soon as we go into Committee. As suggested by 
'he honourable senior member for St. Joseph last ear, 
L have made notes on certain Heads of the Estimates 
m which I need information and that might save some 
;ime in the discussion around this Table. I do think 
;hat we should have in view the gradual reduction 'of' 
mbsidies and controls. 

On examining the Estimates, I find that Govern- 
ment Depaptments are becoming very expensive. 
During the past year we have agreed to all sorts of in- 
.reases in almost every Department, and if you look 
dovim the list you will find that we are spending be- 
tween 60% and 62% of our total expenditure in the  
payment of salaries and wages. I t  must be obvioue 
to everybody sitting around this Table that if we have 
a b'ad year-we are bound to get it-the first thing 
that will have to be cut is the payment of salaries 
snd wages, I think it is time that our "Ministers" ex- 
smine the various Departments and see that  they are 
not overloaded. I am not going to be personal, but r 
think now of two Departments which are distinctly 
top-heavy. Perhaps when we come to the items in the 
Estimates I will make some reference to those Depart- 
ments. Tn closing his speech, the honourable senior 
member for St. Joseph made reference of having some 
assistance in our Revenue Collecting Departments- 
assistance in the nature of getting an  experienced man 
here to work, perhaps for a year, in those Depart- 
ments and train local men. I do think that in 
the past we have been fortunate in so far  as the Heads 
of these D,epartments are concerned, but we map not 
be so fortunate in the future. I think i t  is a wiqa 
move on the part of the Government to import some- 



, body here, somebody who could suggest the necessary 
. re-organization of the Departments and show where 
loopholes might occur. However, i t  is not my inten- 
tion to go into each Head of the Estimates; I support 
the motion that Your Honour do now leave the Chair, 
. and  the House go into Committee on the Estimates. 
(Cheers). 

Mr. REECE: It is not my intention to wade 
through every item of the Estimates, because that is 
better done when the House goes into Committee on 
these Estimates; but I would like to say that we are 
spending colossal sums of money, and the question is 
whether we are getting the best returns for the large 
expenditure which we are incurring annually. In 
every country the size of its revenue must be deter- 
mined and fixed by the value of the products of the 
oountry, and, as  the honourable junior member for 
S t .  James has said, we are almost entirely dependent 
upon sugar. There was a time in the history of this 
island when we had an invisible source of production 
a n d  we obtained revenue because of the emigration 
of people to the United States of America. Today 
'that source of revenue is almost non-existent; WE 
know that with the events which followed the last 
MTar, the United States of America closed its doors to 
immigrants from this part  of the world. The result 
is that that soarce of revenue has been closed and we 
are now entirely dependent upon our local produc- 
tion, particularly sugar. That being so, we have t o  
look carefully at. our expenditure ; and while I agree 
that we should spend to the utmost of our ability, 
yet I feel that we should see to i t  that we get the very 

that school. building will 'be one to which children 
from other schools can come and receive education. 
I say that i t  is absolutely necessary to spend money 
on education; we cannot spend too much on education 
provided that the money is spent in  the proper way. 
The honourable junior member for St. James has 
said that the teachers are dissatisfied, aqd I h o w  
that parents are dissatisfied. The teachers who are 
not in the higher income brackets must be dissatisfied 
because of the high cost of living, and i t  looks 10 me 
impossible for this Government to reduce the amount 
of money which they are spending in subsidizing 
foodstuffs. As a matter of fact, in the case of a large 
number of middle class people and people in humble 
circumstances who receive small increases, when the 
cost of living index goes up, they find themselves 41 
a more delicate position than before they received 
the increases. 

I think it is high time that we consider the ad- 
visability of spending money on a Deep Water 
Harbour. As the honourable junior member for St. 
James has said, no country can exist unless it has 
proper harbour facilities for handling goods which 
come into the country. I n  our case, we are i n  the 
position not only of dealing with goods which are 
consigned here, but with goods which come here for  
transshipment in  he Caribbean area. For  that  rea- 
son it is essential that  we should have good harbour 
facilities so that ships mill continue to come to 't* 
colony and we will find employment for the very 
many people who have to work on the wharf as long- 
shoremen. lightermen and ~or t e r s .  If we do not have 1 test for our money. our ~ e e p  wa te r  ~ a r b o u r ~ w e  will lose muoh of our 

I would like to say a few words about the Head, trade ; as it is now, much of our trade has gone to 
Education. We have been expending large sums of Trinidad. Because of our geographical position, big 
money annually on education, and as the honourable steamships plying to and from the Caribbean should 
junior member for  St. James has said, there is / come and will come here provided t h ? ~  are giyeu 
no member of this House who grudges the ex- proper facilities. That is a matter to which attention 
penditure of money in this direction; but the ! must be given; we have had several reports about 
question is whether we are getting the best re- Deep Water Harbour and the figures which have bqe,n 
sults for  the expenditure which we undertake submitted in those reports are no longer any good 
every year on education. Is  the money which we figures because since they were submitted, the price of 
are spending on education being spent in  the right materials has gone up. We would have to look for 
manner? Would i t  not be wiser for us to spend a mtwh bigger amopnt to put ourselves i n  the position 
more money on technical education SO that our sons ~n which lye were formerly if we are to retain our 

trade in the transshipment of goods. Once you have 
,lost anything. i t  is most difficult to regain it, and 

and daughtkrs will be fitted to compete not only with 
themselves, but they will be able, when they go abroad, 
to compete on equal derms with people with whom 
they come in contact in whatever country? That 
question has been xaised in this House time and again ; 
ewn last year a debate took place here as to the ques- 
tion of spending money on technical education in this 
colony. I t  was suggested that the education provided 
at  the Combermere School and other secondary schools 
should not only be along the present line, but the 
opportunity should be given to children to extend 
their knowledge along the technical line. I hope 
that the Government will consider the advisability 
of spending money in this direction and in  the nexr 
Budget we will pass a substantial amount to be 
spent on technical education. 

The experience of the Government in connection 
with the erection of school buildings has been a sad 
one. I t  is not for me to repeat what has been said 
about the buildings which have been erected, 'but the 
Government has to be chary in launching out in the 
erection of buildings in which children are to be 
educated. However, the Government has to face this 
expenditure ; we have to build schools perhaps not on 
the elaborate scale which we considered at first, but 
money has to be spent in this direction. At long 
last the Christ Church Foundation School is being 
gmen sqme attention, and I hope that when I come 
back here after the next General Election (Laughter) 

if we are not careful, the time mill come when our 
port, which is the principal port in  the Caribbean 
adera, will be relegated to the position of being a n  
inferior port. Unfortunately, we have a tremen- 
dous population; we cannot support i t  out of the 
one industry which we have, and we must look for  
other employment for our workers. A go+d port is, 
in my opinion, absolutely necessary in order to pro- 
vide employment f o r  numbers of our people. 

Closely connectad with this que~tion is the ques- 
tion of hotel accommodation. The Barbadians can 
no longer go to the United States of America, but  
the Americans can wme to Barbados; we have to 
take the money from the Americans right here in 
Barbados, so that i t  is absolutely essential for u s  to 
have the means whereby we can extract the dollars 
from them. Do not let honourable members think 
that I am looking a t  this question from any selfish 
angle or from any perr~onal point of view; I am 
looking a t  this question from the point of view of the 
large number of people who are dependent upon en- 
couragement being given to the hotel industry. It 
js obvious that the Government must benefit from 
the hotel industry; when an  American spends his 
dollar here, that helps the entire country, and we 
want to be in a position to bell to the United States 
t h e  things which they need. WP want the American 



to bring his dollar here so that we can earn it, since 
we have lost that invisible source of revenue to which 
I have already referred. That is a point which we 
on this side of the House will urge on every possi- 
ble occasion. 

Mr. Speaker, there are other matters on which 
I would have liked to touch, but i t  is not ,my inten- 
tion to delay you any longer; however, when we come 
to the consideration of the various Heads of the ES- 
timates, that will be the appropriate occasidn to 
deal mith those other matters. 1 certainly think 
that anything which tends to promote employment 
among our people should be encouraged, and there- 
fore 1 should be pleased to see small iqdustries set 
up  in this colony. I am grateful to the people who 
have started the Knitting 31ills Company and 1 hope 
that more industries of that sort will spring up 
amongst us. Although the workers wikl not be over- 
Lurdened with pay envelopes on Saturdays, they \:-ill 
receive pay envelopes, and it' is far better to receive 
a pay envelope with $10 to $15 in it than nor, to 
receive any pay envelope at  all. I n  this colony t l l ~  
women are generally dependent upon the men folk 
and I think that any industry which employs women 
and gives them economic independence s n o ~ ~ l d  be en- 
courage,d in this colony. I t  was therefore a great 
pleasure to me to notice that at  long last a scheme 
for the emigration of women to the United State<; of 
America is under consideration. If you permit, ma 
to digress, Mr. Speaker, I should like to sap that it 
is wonderful to see the response which was made to 
the appeal for workers ; when you saw in the Press pic- 
tures of the large number of women who queued up 
in order to be registered for  going to the United 
States of America, then you redised how acute was 
nnemployment among women in this colony. I hope 
that the efforts of these women will bear fruit. We 
are living in an age when women are standinc shonl- 
der to shoulder with men and a woman is entitled t: 
the same irqdeppilence as a man, I am sure that 
these women will &ve a good account of themselves 
if they are given the opportunity of going abroad. 

I am not saying anything more; I know tha,t 
honourable members have much to say, but I will 
end up by saying that we are spending large sums 
of money annually, and, as the honourable junior 
member for St. James has pointed out, our General 
Revenue Balance is gradually being diminished. I 
like to we money being spent, but I want to see it 
being wisely spent; I want to see the expenditure 
of this colony bring back ;omething in return. I 
counsel the Government to be cautious and carefl~; 
not only in the spending of monrv. bnt in qeein:. 
that the money is properly spent for the good and 
benefit of the inhabitants of this colony. As long 
as that is done, the Government will always have the 
support of members on this side of the Table 

Xr. MOTTLEY: It is customary a t  this time of 
the year for the Opposition, after scanning the Esti- 
mates to offer their criticisms. iUke the last two speak- 
ers of the Opposition, I shall aktempt to contribute my 
quota to this discussion by pointing out to the Govern- 
ment their sins of comlnission and their sins of omis 
sioii; and there are certainly sins of omission which 
can be placed right at  the feet of this Government. 
When I first became a member of this Chambyr, the 
answer by the Government to criticisms made from 
this side of the Table was that they had only juct 
taken over a legacy from the present Opposition, 
and therefore they were pleading for time. I suppose 
that that carried some weight with the general public ; 
but surely after being directly in  power for  a period 
of over five years, and after being partly in payer 
for  a period of eight years, this Cdvernment shoulj 

1ave done better. I will say that although we criticise 
m d  point out to the Government their sins of corn- 
nission and of omission, we, on this side of the Table, 
%re still big enough to offer the Government OK:. 
wnmendation on any matter whenever the occasion 
irises. We commend the Government after reading the 
\Iemorandum on the Estimates and I am sure that 
my  honourable member who is really interested ill 
-he aEairs of this colony would have to read through 
his Men~orandum a recond and third time, because 
here is sound reasoning in it. I n  this Memorandma 
;here is the suggestion of the establishment of n 
Revenue Equalization Fund and the reasons are given 
For i t ;  \yhether you are a Sxialist, Conservative or 
jthenvise, if you are businesslike and if you haw 
1 real interest in the colony, whether yell are in the 
Jovernrnent or in the Opposition, you are bound i u  
:ome to the conclusion tha,t there has been some think- 
ulg at the back of this Memorandum. When you pay 
tribute to anything which has been done in this 
House, some people who are in  the Government take 
~t that you are playing ball; but I play ball mhenevrr 
I like and I have no apology to make. l say that the 
writing of this Memorandum seems to have been the 
work of somebody who has been guided by some 
cvisdom, but while me appreciate what we have seen 
in this Memorandum, we are still hound to offer 
some criticism. 

Y am going to strike a note somewhat different, 
from that of other members of the Opposition; long 
ago 1 r~sed to hear the then hoilourable j u n i o ~  
m(.mber for St. Andyew, Mr. Haynes, talk about 
mbsidiziug the clothing of the working man, 
~ n t \  I used to think at that time that the 
tvorking man could still eke out his existpnt*c 
without his clothing being subsidized but I havc. 
given careful thought to the matter. I have 
had figures a t  my disposal as to the material used 
by the working man, I have been brought into 
direct contact with the working man, and I feel 
that although the Government's explanation would, 
in a way, seem to be satisfactory, yet if you tmk at 
the matter from every possible angle, if you vieiyit 
in  connection with the increased cost of living as-it 
affects the working man from day to day, p n  tire 
bound to come to thc conclusion that not ouly is th,? 
subsidisation of foodstuffs a necessity, bwt also the 
subsidisation of the working man's clothing. Let us 
take khaki, dnngaree, and the like, materia! wh~ch Sh? 
working man uses; I take second place to no :!lrwber 
of this I-Iouse for coming into contact with things 
which the working man wears, because that is .a part 
of my business, and it strikes me as a sin of omission 
on the part of the Government 29t to have given 
careful consideration to this matter of subsidising the 
working man's clothing. It seems to me a pin of 
omission not to give careful consideration to the fact 
that whereas khaki and the like used to be bought 
a t  36 cents a yard that material now has to be bought 
at  $1.50 a yard. I say that the subsidisation of the 
clothing of the working man is an abwlute necessity 
today; salaries and wages have been increased; but, 
let us  compare those increased salaries and wages 
with the increased cost of living. I sometimes smile 
when I see how the cost of living has increased: 
people who do not come into contact with the wpkiog 
man and have something to do with his financial re- 
sources, cannot realise what the position is. I t  is not, 
that I must find something to say in  connection with 
the Budget, but  I say in all seriousness that I believe 
that something will have to be done so as to k e ~ p  
down the cost price of the working man's clothing. 
We realise that the Government has no control over 
prices which are fixed having regard to world condi. 
tions; but we know that in Barbados the ~ v o r l r i n ~  
man cannot any longer buy a, pants in ~vhich to w o ~ k  



a t  4/- a yard. I consider the failure to subsidise the 
working man's clothing as a sin of omission. I would 
not like to think that the Government considered this 
matter and tnrned it down; I prefer to t h i e  that 
the Gavernment has forgotten thisl matter. 

There are certain commodities which m p t  be 
subsidised; we know that salt fish is bound to be kept 
subsidised because we cannot get enough fish around 
our shores. We have no rivers like British Guiana, 
2nd so we cannot get sufficient fish around our shore* ; 
but whoever is responsible for .the importation-of this 
fish must take some credit for knowing something 
about domestic affairs, he must take some credit for  
seeing that good fish is brought in. You must be inquis- 
i t i ~ e  if you wint  to know things and be able to talk 
about them. I cannot get away from this &at& of 
affairs because I am in the midst of i t ;  but the type 
of salt fish which we have been importing is something 
scandalous. To whoever is importing this type of 
fish, .l say that we must not be fed like pigs; to whb- 
ever la responsible for the importation of this type 
of fish, I say that our people must not be treated like 
this. We saw fish skim with salt on them and that. 
was given to p~op le  to be eaten ! If you are importing 
that sort of stuff and paying this big subsidy on i t ,  
I say that that is not good enough; we want somc- 
thing good imported. We spend a tremendous amount 
of money in subsidising salt fish and what are we 
getting for the money? We are users of salt fish and 
1 go from store to store and see bare fish skins with 
salt on them. I ~7ould like to mention here that last 
Tuesday we observed with some gratitude t,hat tile 
Government has now awakened from its lethargy and 
has taken a stand in respect of the milk supply of 
this colony. That was long overdue. I n  connection 
with subsidisation, you will walk around Bridgetown 
and you will hear that the cost of condensed milk 
has gone up ; that is an item which the working man 
has to bus. I observed that the Government is eo iw 
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about a milk supply scheme, but I raise the question 
to show that while the working man has got a better 
da,y's pay, the cost of food has gone UD. If vou cannot 
do anything for him in respectif fooh, th& do some: 
thing for him in respect of subsidising his working 
clothes. This is a question which must be near and 
dear to the heart of some honourable members; there 
are not all hononrable members who see people in 
their Sunday-go-to-meeti~lg ; there are those who seca 
them at  work. The working man cannot buy his 
clothes and send his children to school and therefore 
his clothing mnst be subsidised. 

As regards capital expenditure, I suppose every 
honourable member can see that much thought ant1 
care have been exercised in this respect. The Leader 
of the Opposition has made his criticism in respect 
of a Deep TITater Harbour, and it must be obvious 
that that is something for the future and it must 
be tackled, come what may. That is a big item, but 
I am not going to stop there ; I am going to say-this 
is adso a sin of omission-that for a long time we have 
been talking about relieving the hawkers from the 
broiling sun and drenching rains and I regret tqat 
u p  to now no step has been taken to erect any distrlct 
markets. Mr. Speaker, since the Government took over 
the Public 3larket and have been using i t  as a Spirit 
Bond, they have been getting good returns from it; 
on the other hand, the hawkers are being hunted 
down. Steps hare been taken to represent these facts 
to the Government and to this day I say there are 
hundreds and hundreds of women offering their 
goods for sale under the most insanitary conditions, 
and a Government has been in power for five years! 
(A MEMBER: That is a matter for the Vestry of 
bt.  Michael). The Vestry can only make recommrjnd- 
ations. I t h i ~ k  that some step should have been 

taken to show that you appreciate your sisters, 
aunts and cousins. Do you not think i t  is fair that  
something should be done to relieve the condition 
of these people? Look through the Estimates f o r *  
capital expenditure aqd you will see provision 
made for Windows in  Bay Street; because some 
official comes down here and talks about Windows 
in Bay Street-you are satisfying the whims and 
fancies of some Saga Boy and do you tell me that 
it is not a sin of omission for a Government after 
five years to allow these hawkers to of'fer their 
goods for sale under insanitary conditions? These 
people have been forgotten either directly or in- 
directly. Three years ago I saw all sorts of fancy 
things put under the head "Capital Works"; I satd 
that the intention of the Government was good, and I 
felt that they should have a n  opportunity to  show 
what they could do. I n  connection with the erection 
of District Markets, about two years ago I was 
responsible for inviting the Leader of the House to 
meet the Commissioners of Health for St. Michael 
in the Eagle Hall area, (Mr. ADAMS: And you 
quoted me as saying that the price of land was 
reasonable) because there you had hawkers offering 
goods for sale under very insanitary conditions. 
Statistics vere sent to the Government with a-view 
to improving the condition of the people who were 
odering their goods far  sale in the broiling sun 
and drenching rain. Let LIS .be sympathetic and 
do not look only a t  one set of people. I go through 
Busby's Alley and I see the hawkers there; I feel 
very strongly on this matter. I do not think that 
the Government would vickedly say "I do not mind 
how long these people remain there." I say that 
the Government is not thinking sufficiently about 
this matter. The honourable senior member for 
St. Joseph sayi that I quoted him as saying that 
the price of the land at  Eagle Hall was reasonable. 
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Mr. ADAMS: On a point of explanation. May 
I say here and now that I have never beell able tc 
say what is a reasonable price for land or property t 
I agreed that Mrs. Hanschell's site was better than 
the other site; but as regards the price of land, I 
do not know if i t  was worthj'6 cents a foot or $6.00 
a foot. For years I have 'been preaching that the 
Government should appoint a commission to say 
what the price of land should be. I was shocked 
7 

I 

I 

( 

when I read in the Advocate that I had visited this 
;ite and agreed that the price of the land was 
-easonable. I do not even know what the value 
)f my house is. 

I .  MOTTLEY : I am telling this House 
,hat in the interest of getting something dope about 
erecting these district markets, I invited the Leader 
of the House to meet the Health Commissioners of St. 
Michael at  Eagle Hall;  I am telling this House that  
the Leader of the House said, in  the presence of 
the then honourable junior member for St. Michael, 
honourable Mr. Gale, that he considered that the 
price of the laqd was reasonable because more 
money was being asked for  another site. The hon- 
ourable member said ; "I colisider this site more 
suitable." He pleaded for a reduction of the 
price, and he said that he thought that the price of 
$1.00 a foot was reasonable. I am not trying to 
put the honourable member i n  any awkward posi- 
tion; I am just Baying that a sin of omission has 
been committed. We wfll not go into the as- to 
how much the land was worth, but the honourable 
member said that the price of the land was reason- 
able. 

While I am dealing with the question of capi- 
tal expenditure, I wi'll go on to speak of many things 



under this Head. I have to commend the Govern- 
ment for some of the steps wbieh they have taken, 
but  I also indict them ior  a most serious s i n l a  
combination of omissioil and commission-the lack 
of any scheme for compnlsory education. Twenty- 
five years ago I heard every speaker from every plat- 
form in  this colony a,dvocate bringing into existence 
a scheme for compulsory education. I heard you, Mr. 
$@eaker, speaking in  support of such a scheme, and 
I consider the Government guilty of an atrocious 
crime in that they have not brought about any 
scheme for compulsory education. I t  is the Govern- 
ment's first duty to see that every child is admitted 
to a school even if they have to open the Churches. 
You say that you are building schools, but there is 
the adage that while the grass is growing the horse 
is starving. I hear i t  argued that if you enfran- 
chise the people, you free them; but I say that if 
you educate the people, you free them. Imagine 
this Government being in power for five years and 
not bringing about any scheme for compulsory edu- 
cation in this colony! That is wilful a,nd wicked; I 
feel that the first thing which ought to be ,done is 
to educate the people. Mr. Speaker, I went into 
Barclay's Bank and saw two people presenting a 
cheque from a plantation, and I heard the cashier 
carrying them along in a way which I did not like. 
I felt it my duty to help people who cannot help 
themselves; those people who were presenting the 
cheque could not sign their names. They said in 
their reply to me that they were from Christ Church 
and they knew Mr. Goddard. I ask honourable 
members who have been elevated to the position of 
law makers, how do they feel when they come into 
contiact with people who tell them that they cannot 
read or write? They say that they have taken over 
a legacy from the other people, but I say that if 
you have not got any room in  the schools, then open 
the churches. I repeat that if you educate the peo- 
ple, you wikl free them; you will fit them for en- 
franchisement or anything else. This is an age for 
education and this Government stand indicted be- 
fore the bar for not having brought down any 
scheme for compulsory education. I make no 
apology for saying things about which I feel very 
'strongly; you say that you have put down a lot of 
money for building schools, but I am a practical 
man. I have seen in  this colony that children from 
the third standard up are being taught in the 
churches, and the Holy Communion is still adminis- 
tered on Suqdays. I s  there anything wrong about 
educating children in the churches? Last year when 
we were dealing with the Estimates I did not know 
what I know now. When I visit schools today I see 
teachers with over 80 children in a class: I make ex- 
culw for the Government even on the question of 
roads. The honourable senior member for St. Mich- 
ael sent people to me having told them that I 
was responsible for  the roads and 1 got to know 
that the honourable senior member for St.  Joseph 
got into his neck and reminded him that he is a 
member of the Government. I told the people 
that  the Government was doing the roadr a t  Sea- 
well and the Bav Estate but the honourable 
member said I am 'the man. I was saying that in 
the schools you find teachers with over 80 children 
in a class; nearly every day I get applications from 
people with School Certificates, and so on, and 1 do 
not send them to the Government. I am not one of 
those small-minded people whose hearts are like their 
faces; when there is an occasion for praise, I shower 
praise, and when there is an occasion for criticism, 
I offer criticism. When I read the Lord Bishop's 
speech in the 0th.r Place, I wanted to know what 

kind of hearts the members of the Government had, 
1 visit the schools because I want to see things for 
m, jself. The Educational Authorities asked for 37 
te,hchers aqd one would have thought that we had 
the biggest dearth of teachers; the Government re- 
fused to give these additional teachers, but they make 
pr ovision for "Windows in Bay Street." You have 
been elevated to power and now that you have 
reached that stage is i t  not ungrateful to look beyond 
educating the people at  the bottom? One of the first 
Presidents of Howard University was taught to read 
and write and he was on the way to do the balance 
for himself. If a person is not educated he is mere- 
ly a hewer of wood and a drawer of water; you n-ant 
to keep your people as hewers of wood and drawers 
of water because you wiEl not educate them. I have 
the greatest respect for the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. John who is a self-made man like me, 
but it took men from Codrington to teach some people 
to read and write. Is it necessary for somebody to 
tell you that you must have qualifications so as to 
teach people to hpell "cat" or "dog?" Some of the 
schools are overcrowded, and it is better to teach 
the children under the trees. Of course you are 
erecting school buildings, yon will soon be able to 
get rid of the overcrowding in the schools and then 
you will start a, scheme for compulsory education; 
but imagine the Government refusing to give the 
additional teachers who were asked for! First things 
must come first; if you do not educate the people 
they cannot appreciate that there is a superiiatural 
Being, they cannot appreciate the gifts of Provi- 
dence. How far js tfie uneducated man removed 
from the lower animals? I t  is true that we have the 
lowest amount of illiteracy in the West Indies, but 
because that is so, it does not mean that the amount 
of iIliteracy cannot be lower. Mr. Speaker, I have 
a few more conments to make but as the soot from 
the premises a'bove is making it most inconvenient 
for  most of us, I beg to move that this House do now 
adjourn for three quarters of an hour. 

Mr. &DAMS : I beg to second that. 
The question that this House do now adjourn 

for t h r ~ e  quarters of an hour was put  and resolved 
in the affirmative without division, and Mr. SPEAKER 
adjourned the House accordingly. 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment, the 

House was debating the motion that I do now leave 
the Chair and the House go into Committee of Supply 
on the Estimates for the year 1951-52. The honourable 
senior member for the City was speaking. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker.-On the ad- 
journment I was dimussing the refusal of the Gov- 
ernment relative to the additional teachers for the 
elementary schools. That was obviously deplorable 
inasmuch as in the first place, these teachers could 
be found, and, secondly, it would have been a means 
of relieving teachers who now teach between 70 and 
80 children in one class. When I discovered this about 
a pear ago, I was at pains to discuss it with certain 
individuals interested in education and I was not 
satisfied that the refi~sal at  the time was justifiable. 
I made enauiries and I discovered that there were no 
reasons gi;en for the refusal; but since then i t  has 
been brought to niy notice that there was some loose 
talk to the effect that these teachers were asked for 
to teach domestic science. When I heard that, I fully 
appreciated that that was the answer which some 
honcurable member would like to give here ; he would 
like to say: "These teachers were asked for to teach 
domestic science and it mould be rather difficult to 
see how you could pet 37 teachers to teach domestic 
science in 126 schools." I say that any statement of 



that sort is untrue and unfounded. When we have 
passed away, we want i t  to be truly said of us that 
during our term as law-makers we, a t  least, saw to 
it that in the lams which were enacted in this country, 
provision was made whereby every child born in the 
island was taught to read and write. That is a tremen- 
dous problem ; it is an economic problem. I t  is not that 
a mother would not send her child to school wilfully, 
but i t  is because she could not find the wherewithal 
to send him-the clothes. If you started conlpulsory 
education in  St. Michael, we would realise that you 
are making some headway, but compulsory education 
was never started. With your parochial set-up you 
should be able to make provision to have children 
taught. If the argument is that you have no school 
room you can teach the children under the trees. T\Te 
talk in this House about the treatment of people in 
Africa and m-e talk about the treatment of the under- 
privileged; but I say that charity beyins at home. 

The honourable senior member for St.  Joseph 
mentioned the work which the Housing Board is un- 
dertaking outside its province, and I must admit that 
this Board is a Department which is doing excellent 
work. I t  is doing work which it was not created to 
do, and it is much better now that we can see that 
they have taken over some practical men and got rid 
of some funny people who were trying to send Bar- 
bados somewhere else. One must come to the conclu- 
sion in respect of this Board, that by using local peo- 
ple you are getting better results than bp having 
imported people who feel that they know all. 

There is another matter which I would like to 

bers of this House and to the people of this country. 
I praise this Government when the occasion arises, 
and I indict it when the occasion arises. Years ago 
when you went around this country you heard from 
the lips of members of the present Government that  
we want compulsory education; we want people to 
be taught to read and write. Whatever else this Gov- 
ernment might hare done to uplift $he social stand- ' 
ard of the people, i t  will remain a blot on the Gov- 
ernment that after being in power for five years, they 
have not brought about a sistem of compulsory edu- 
cation. If the Government had come down here with 
a scheme for compulsory education, they might have 
had to leave aside something else; but I say that the 
absence of any scheme for compulsory education is the 
strongest indictment against this Government. They 
can provide money for sending people to the mTest In- 
dian I-niversity, they can provide money for garrison ? 
College and they can provide money for Combermere 
Sckoolr  but there is a blot against t h ~ m  in that they 
have promised that if they got in power they would 
bring into effect a scheine for compulsory education. 
Believe me, Mr. Speaker, that is near and dear to my ' 

heart; 1 see the need for i t  every day. You vote 
money for the Imperial College of Tropical Agricul- 
ture, you vote money for the West Indian University, 
b u t  at  home you stand to shame with p e o ~ l e  who can- 
rtot read or write. 1 sit down by saying that, in my  
3pinion, the Government should forego things like 
the erection of the Sub-Post Office at  Welches in fav- 
our of the more fundamental things that matter to 
the ~ e o ~ l e .  I r e ~ e a t  that when I have to commend 

established as soon as possible, we would be benefiting 
the community a great deal. I have seen here under 
the heading "Capital Works" several items which I 
do not believe are as pressing as what I consider a 
health service. 

I, for one, stood here an2 voted money for the 
establishment of a Sub-post Office a t  Welches. I have 
been studying the matter over very carefully, and I 
believe that we m,ade an error when we decided to 
put this Post Office there. I consider, Mr. Speaker, 
that we made an error in that respect. I see a smile 
on the face of the honourable senior member for St. 
.John, who, I believe, opposed that proposition. I can- 
not see the necessity for this Post Office when there 
are such pressing needs; I do not see the need of pre- 
venting a few people from walking from Carrington's 
Village or Belmont into the City. I consider that the 
erection of this Post Office is a matter on which we 
should go cautiously; if I made a blunder I made i t  
in good faith, but I feel that the $27,000 conld be bet- 
ter spent on something which is more greatly needed. 
I repeat: I do not see that we should prevent people 
living in Carrington's m a g e  or Belmont Road from 
walking to the Post Office dovn here; in S t .  
Peter you have people who have to walk from 
the top of Boscdbel to Speightstowa so as to get to 
the Post Office. 1 contend that in a matter of this sort, 
the money could be better spent on relief measures. 

There are other members of the Opposition who 
want, to speak in connection with these Estimates and 
therefore I shall not say very much more. There are 
things which are near and dear to honourable mem- 
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jection in relation to the Estimates. I feel, Sir, that 
I shall be reminded of what is known as a timid soul 
-a soul that attempts nothing and therefore gains 
nothing. I would have expected to see a different kind 
of Estimates coming before this honourable Chamber 
from the kind we had in the last year and the year 
before. To say, Sir, that I am disappointed is realis- 
tic of my feelings. I have noticed, Xir, that i t  is nec- 
essary, if the problems from which we are suffering 
are to be removed, that our approach to the matter 
should be greater and more determined. I am saying 
that when world problems have presented themselves, 
any country which does not take the opportunity to 
pull itself forward will never go forward. World con- 
flict is causing demands on manpower internationally, , 

and that opens the way for some of our people to 
make greater earnings by which the Government 
gets a greater amount of revenue; and that revenue 

' 

can only be obtained if the Government adopts a pol- + 
icy which an intelligent Government should adopt in 
getting more revenue from the source which is capable , 
of providing it, to be spent in the interest of those 
who are in need of an improvement of social condi- 
tions. I have noticed, Mr. Speaker, that Customs a m  
Excise Duties have been increased by a slender 1~1itr- 

gin above Income Tax. We have reached the stage 
where the prices of commodities have gone up and, a s  
a result, duties are fixed for import~ki foodstul'fs a n d  
othrr items on the basis of rhc cnst wl:i(~?l the manu- 
facturers charge : that lays the bulk of taxation heav- 
ily on the consumers mapy of whom do not have the 
means of a proper existence. I feel, Sir, that taxa- 

mention and i t  comes under the heading of public 
health. I t  is something which I ~yould like to see done ; 
i t  is not a sin of commission, i t  is something which T 
believe even the Government would like to see put 
into operation. Only recently, as a result of the estab- 
lishment of the parochial clinic in St. Michael, i t  was 
brought more forcibly to me than ever, when I saw 
the advantage being taken of a health service in a 
minor way, when I saw the number of people wend- 
ing their way to get free treatment for themselves 
and their children, that if we could get such a service 

the ho<ernment,A~ do so; and when I have to indict 
them for any sin of omission or of commission, I also 
do so. I do i t  in the hope that i t  would make the 
Government see the error of their way and turn to the 
things which tbey have left undone, and to those 
which they know they should really have done. 

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker,-When those who 
are not practically ,affected by a policy criticise it, 
that shows that those who are affected by i t  should 
be hostile. I rather thought that the Opposition 
would have sat down without uttering a word of ob- 



tion should be laid particularly on the land, and in  
come tax should be laid for the provision and main 
tenance of any social services which any countrq 
might be embarking upon. It is not t rue to say thal 
we have a surplus of $166,000 odd dollars, because ir 
saying that_ it shows that the cost of living has beeo 
carried up for the consumers to an unreasonable ex 
tent, thereby showing, in my opinion, an unreasonablt 
increase in Customs and axclse Duties. I had hopec 
that the Estimates for this financial year mould havt 
'%eel1 more socialistic in their make-up, because I fee! 
that unless we make a bold bid to collect the revenuc 
which we always wanted to improve the social facili 
ties x+hich the island was always in need of, we will 
never be able to remove the deep-seated evils whick 
lmve always been with us. We should not allow any 
cpportunity which we have of removing these evils t c  
pass us by 1 have heard some criticism from the 
honourable Leader of the Opposition, and I must sa) 
that some of the points which he made Tvere rather 
liberal in their nature, especially coming from him: 
but what I expected to hear would not have come 
from that side of the Table, that is, an increase in 
Income Tax in the higher brackets. Now no one can 
fail to observe that if increases in Income Tax mere 
made in the higher brackets i t  could not be said that 
such increases were ~~njustifiably imposed. Sir, you 
must observe that some businesses rather than being 
contracted are being expanded to an extent that you 
could not call it less than a taking over of other 
businesses. Within the last ten years, Sir, the gulf 
between wealth and poverty has been so widened that 
i t  gives one the impression that something should be 
done to narrow it down. Hollourable members might 
not agree with the view which I am expressing, but 
I have failed to see any difficulty being experienced 
-by big business; what I do see is that small traders 
are gradually being eliminated because of the present 
system. Whether it be a question of controls or some- 
thing else, I have not been able to decide as yet; 
but there is an obvious evil which permits big busi 
nesses to be taking over each other and be more se- 
cure than the smaller traders. If one v-ere to 
.throw his mind back to a few years ago he wonld 
recall that there mere a few middle-class people who 
manufactured aerated drinks; today that trade 
is being taken away from those people and i t  is 
being done by the big combines. That is a fact which 
we must take into account since we have to look back 
on the past; I feel that opportunities are becoming 
more limited and that, with the increase of difficulties, 
you have also an unreasonable increase of wealth con- 
centrated in the hands of the few. If these things 
continue, your problenls are gofag to become greater 
and greater, and eventually they must be considered 
a s  being insolvahle. I feel, Sir, that many of there 
evils have their basis in the fact that we have not 
yet decided to get down to the fundamentals of our 
comnlunal life and have them effected. All future 
prospects seem to be based on emigration; although 
that is an importallt factor in our future planning, 
yet i t  is not the only solution to our social and eco- 
nomic problems. Any country should plan its set-up 
on its internal resources so that a reasonable provision 
should be made for the maintenance of the population 
and if emigration does come about, i t  should be con- 
sidered as supplementary to the benefits which the 
population gets internally. 

There is another problem, Mr. Speaker, on which 
many opinions seem to vary and many people seem 
reluctant to face it boldly; that is our population 
problem. I have noticed from reports that our 
population increases by over 6,000 annually. Thtt 
means that in the next five or ten years the situation 
mwt become more acute, and I am wondering whether 

the Government should not consider the possibility 
of introducing the study of Eugenics in  our schools. 
I feel that the population should be regulated $0 that 
the wrong type of people should be   re vented from 
pocreating their species as promiscuously as they 
cre now procreating them. Honourable members 
might sneer, but a country has to face its social pmb- 
lems; I say that the time is ripe for the Government 
to sponsor a scheme of birth control mainly by educs- 
tion under health services in the schools. When ~ f o u  see 
zn expectant woman at a tender age and from the 
lower group, that must impress you that the people 
who are increasing the population are the wrong tygs 
of people. I do not want to prevent people from eu- 
joying the natural benefits of life, but  I still feel that 
some intelligence should be applied to whatever is 
done. I hear a voice say: "sterilize them," but I do 
not want to go so far. I still *y that  it-mould be 3 
matter for far-sighted individuals who h o w  better 
to t ry  to teach and inculcate in those who do not know 
much, the right way to plan a family. I say, Sir, 
that too many young women are leaving the school9 
every year without any hope of gaining employment, 
and that only means an increase in the already exist- 
ing problems which we have. We cannot educate the 
population without making provision for the promo- 
tion of such an important system of education. While I 
am on that point, Mr. Speaker, I would like to sag 
that I have always felt that because of the adaptability 
of the Barbadian to anything when he goes abroad 
he makes himself efficient as a worker and that being 
so, I feel that Barbados should be the supplyin, centre 
for technicar workmen not only in the West Indies 
but further afield; and whatever you might spend 
on education and you did not include provision for a 
technical college a t  which potential emigrants v.oulci 
qualify, you are doing nothing. What I have observ- 
ed, Sir, is the limited nvpber of technical workmen 
alongside the large population which we have, and no 
rxpenditure can be considered too much if the money 
is intelligently spent on the setting up  of a teclmjcd 
school. The cost of living goes up  higher when the 
artistic change is only held in the hands of a few of 
our workers. 

I say, Sir, that the population pressure makes 
housing more diBcult and I had hoped to see a greater 
prorision made in the Estimates whereby not only 
agricultural workers but other people in the lower 
brackets would be assisted by way of loans. However, 
regardless of whatever housing plans you might resort 
to in future, housing must be retarded if you do not 
lpply yourself to a land policy. There are many peo- 
ple who have a little means of buying their own 
~omes,  but because of the difficulty of getting land 
)n which they might put their houses, grown-up sons 
znd daughters are forced to live in the already small 
louses of their parents; they are forced to spend 
what little money they might have been able to 
,ave and that does not help them to improve 
.heir position. The Government have always said that 
!hey intended to make it possible to 'bring about a 
scheme for the redistribution of the landed area in this 
aommunity, but, in my opinion, they have failed to 
nake the scheme more practical than i t  has been. 
rhe Government have failed to take over the estates 
)f absentee pro~rietors  who are a t  present in England 
iisposing of thousands of acres of their holdings; 
hey have failed to tell these absentee proprietors : "If 

have so much land that you are forced to dispos- 
less yourselves of so many acres of i t  in the Mother 
:ountry, well we have a population pressure which 
'orces our ~ rob lems  to become greater, and therefore 
ve are asking you to release those acres which have 
teen bequeathed to you and which you do not know 
mything about." It would be nothing wrong to  as^ 
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them to do that, but the matter needs greater bold- 
ness ; i t  needs the consciousness of our ~esponsibility, 
otherwise, God help the future of this colony and pos- 
terity. On many occa+sions in  the past, suggestions have 
been made in  and out of this House; here is a n  oppor- 
tunity to solve your land problem. It does not mean 
that you are expropriating unreasonably the holding$ 
of somebody who has sacrificed his energy, sweat ancl 
toil to obtain those broad acres which we have seen 1:i 
our colony and which in some cases, are owned by peo- 
ple who have not toiled for them. Those acres wer. 
acquired at  an early time in the history of this coiony 
and some of the present owners who are not now in 
the colony do not know where those acres are, and 
annually thousands of pounds find their way out of 
this colony into the pockets of persons in other places. 
Such persons are already too rich at  the expense of 
the resources and sustenance of this colony which 
are very small as compared with what the colony, it, ex- 
~ e c t e d  to offer by way of maintaining a heavily-press. 
ed population. Sir, not only have we failed to stop 
these sums of money from going overseas annually, but 
we are perpetuating a system whereby persons are 
permitted to come in here in a day like this and bug 
up several acres of our limited land area, not for the 
purpose of intensifying our food production, but for 
the purpose of planting all sorts of things where real 
food crops should be produced. Whatever honourable 
members might feel as regards the freedom cf a 
man to invest his pounds as he cares to do, the policy 
which I have just mentioned is a wrong one. If 
these wealthy people want to buy our land we should 
see to i t  that they put  it to the use of increasing our 
food production so as to rqduce the high cost of living 
yhich is consequent upon the importation of stuff for 
which our hard-pressed population has to pay. That 
is only a means of subsidising labour elsewhere whicb 
is highly paid and which is in a better position than 
we can ever hope to be. For instance, just a few 
weeks ago we have been unable to get a tin of 
condensed milk on which many a poor mother depends 
because she cannot afford to buy fresh milk daily 
and even if she were able to buy it she ~ o u l d  not 
get i t  because of our limited supplies. If you look 
at the Customs Report you must observe that wt 
are spending thousands of pounds annually on thi 
importation of this item, condensed milk, and i t  
by-products. What is more, under the nutritiol 
scheme for Elementary Schools, the Government wa 
calling for tenders for the supply of 80 tons o 
powdered milk. I know as a small trader that pow 
dered milk is being sold a t  $1.00 per pound, some 
times more, and on that scheme which is nothing tl 
do with what the whole population consumes, yc; 
can see what a large amount this Governnwit i 
spending under that one head. 

Now from the time when I first came into thi 
House, I have suggested every time we discussed th 
Estimates, that there is the necessity for spendin! 
a definite sum of money which would assist in build 
ing up a large peasantry, because, regardless of t h ~  
number of acres which the large plantation owner 
control, they are not bent, although i t  should be sc 
on producing food for the maintenance of the popu 
Iation. I have heard it mentioned on several occa 
%ions by big landowners that i t  is better to buy 
pint of milk than to keep a cow; and i t  is Fetter t 
buy an orange than to rear an orange tree. All thes 
things show the necessity for the Government t 
maintain a strong hand in demanding that those wh 
own and monopolize an area in any colonp must ant 
are expected to produce the food on which the pop1 
fation must exist, if they do not want to come undr 
'State ownership. That is what the position shoul 

be; but instead of that, we have noticed in a Message 
which has been sent to this House, that we have been 
asked to provide a certain sum of money for the 
purpose of putting down a pasteurising plant, and 
provision has been made for the machinery. KOW 
we all know that if orderg are given for machillery 
to-day, me have to wait for  two or three years before 
that machinery is delivered by the manufacturers; 
and besides that, I feel that we are approaching 
the matter from the wrong end inasmuch as if the 
policy which has 'been intimated in  the Message to 
this House were to be carried out, it means that 
you are going to ha,ve the plant set up befork you 
have the increased supply of the raw materials ifi 
wnnection with which the plants were asked for. 
C feel that the first thing that should have been d,me 
is to provide sums of money from which loans could 
be made to every worker, every peasant proprietor 
who shows his desire to obtain such loans for 
the purpose of buying stock. As a young chap being 
reared in an  agricultural district, I often saw work- 
ers grazing cows on afternoons-cows which are given 
to then1 to be kept for part  of the increase or cows 
which they bought with their savings. By that 
method you have been able to build up a section 
of industrial workers ; that industry of the worker 
is still there, but it is suppressed by the difficul* 
of getting room for expansion especially in the coun- 
try districts. Those points have been made ov& 
and over again, and even now that the Government 
is implementing the suggestion of setting up  a plant 
which would preserve and dispose of any suiplus 
milk which we might have, we are still without 
m y  provision for the cultivation of that peasant 
proprietorship which has k e n  asked for, and by 
which you would be able Co get a greater increase 
in the production of the raw material, so that  when 
this plant is set up you would have something bene- 
Bcial to work upon. 

There is another question to which I would lilrs 
to refer, and i t  is this; since this Labour Welfare 
Fund is being made available to the workers, i t  has 
~hown  up the congestion which exists in the country 
areas. In  making up  some reports I have found that  
as many as ten persons occupy a house of the size of 
12 X S, and it is fortunate that the average Barbadian 
does not spend the most of his hours indoors, but he 
goes indoors when i t  is time to sleep, and that has 
really helped us to keep down the incidence of dis- 
ease. Be that as it may, you cannot close your eyes 
and expect things to adjust themselves, because the 
position is going to becove more acute. I can tell 
you, Nr .  Speaker, that there are some people who 
have a little money, and who mould be willing to 
build a little house of their own; but they are pre- 
vented from doing so because they are unable to get 
any land a t  all on which to place it. I must express 
my feelings on this matter when I notice that  in the 
Estimates provision has been made for  the purchase 
of some acres of land in St. Lucy and the explana- 
tory note reads that this land is for  rural housing. 
I cannot console myself with the integrity aback of 
this action. I t  is not that 1 feel that the housing 
programme should not be carried to the country dis- 
tricts, but I have not been able to know of any be- 
ginning beinq made in connection with the purchase 
of any land in St. Lucy. That causes me to feel that  
just a couple of weeks ago a similar suggestion as 
to the purchase of land was made legislatively, and 
I do not think I am divulging any secret when I tell 
you that  the Head of the Administration had inti- 
mated to me that he was not against, that sugges- 
t iok  

Mr. ADAMS: On a point of order. Your Hon- 
our has not stopped the honourable member, but he 
lcnom that  he is breaking the rule. He should not 



use the name of the Governor for  the purpose of 
influencing the debate, and that is exactiy what he - 
is doing. 

Mr. ALLDER: I feel that the blame is to be 
laid on us here, and i t  is unfortunately so;  because 
we, the Labour Party, have always proposed a cer- 
tain policy. I have in my hand a leaflet which puts 
before the public the pollcy of my Party which is in 
power (Laughter) and i t  speaks of a re-distribution 
of the landed area so as to help those dispossessed 
persons to own some of the land m this colony, which 
would help them to feel that they are true citizens 
and so on. As regards housing, i t  says this: 

"The League has a well-planned Slum Clearance 
and Housing Scheme for the whole island, city and 
country alike, by which i t  mill remove the broken 
down shacks in which the people are now housed, 
and abolish the system whereby general decay in 
health and morals quickly and inevitably sets in." 

The presentation of that leaflet to the public pre- 
ceded the asking for the purchase of a tenantry in 
a rural area with a pressing population. The hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Michael has made 
some disparaging suggestion about asking the owner 
of this tenantry to sell i t  cheaply. I must disclose 
that  mhen I was about to introduce the Address in 
this House asking the Governnlent to buy that ten. 
antrv I telephoned the owner of i t  and he told mc ! . - 

t ha t ' i f  the assessors made too high an assessment 
of the land--the Goverimlent has made i t  legal for 
assessors to make an  assessment of land when i t  is 
to be sold-he would not sell it. Whether he meant 
that or not, he told me that, and the honourable 
senior member for the City, who expects to sell the 

I 
tenantry, told me not long ago that the owner 
is willing to negotiate with the Government over 
the sale of this land, to sell i t  to them as cheaply as 
possible, because he does not wish the public to feel 
that  he is exploiting the Government or any other 
person who might be purchasing this land. The hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Michael is still asking 
me "What price". Well, the price could not be as 
much as what this Government has paid for land in 

I 
this colony, especially as recently as these socialistic 
principles have been preached. This tenantry could 
never cost as much as what less than a quarter of an 
acre of land just a couple of hundred yards away 
from here cost; that cost more than what Bulkeley 
Estate cost when the present owners bought it. I 
do not mind the sneers of certain honourable mem- 
bers who should be gathering some commonsense 
which I know would help them to shoulder their 
true responsibility, because i t  seems, as if they would 
not be aEected however rotten the state of the com- 
munity might become. I think T have seen the fate 
of irresponsible persons who sap that they want to 
pull the people forward; they are so irresponsible 
that  they fail to hear the humble opinions of person& 
who sit clown and try to study by what means the 
colony and its popnlation can be relieved of the 
present conditions which, I feel, no people should be 
forced to nlffer to-day. They feel that they alone 
have knowledge, that  they alone are sensible as to 
the course of action which would tend to keep things 
in check. Nature abhors inaction. 

I have expressed my willingness to forget those 
who I he1  are responsible for not buying Rosegate 
Tenantry because they have caused me to believe a 
policy which they have pronounced as being theirs, 
and which, 1 was impressed, meant to extend any 
scheme which they initiate in the metropolitan par- 
i-sh to the rnral parishes where the people suffer 
greatly. And that suffering could not be worse than 
i t  is in the parish of St. John. That might sound like 
parochialism, but I cannot help it. It is because I 
have studied the problems of that parish thoroughly. 
m& they remind me forcibly of a relic of slavery. I 

lave found that the bulk of the land is owned by rich 
~lanters  who refuse to release one foot of it, and_ I 
'elt it a God-send mhen the present owner of Rose- 
gate Tenantry intimated that he wanted to sell it. 
4 man like this, who, I am told, practices religion, 
~ o u l d  naturally be willing to release himself O! such 
t fertile bit of land. I have spoken with some of the 
mupants  of this land, and they tell me that they 
lave been able to get an average of 30 tons of cants 
3er acre. I feel that these people should be encour- 
iged by the Government securing for t h e q  their 
present holdings; to refuse to do that without any 
.xcuse is just an  attempt to penalise somebody. 

As regards the question of taxation, I feel that 
many people who should be paying income tax escape 
paying it, That is a fact. I believe in  equitable tazjn- 
tion; the individual who cannot afford to pax mord 
than a half penny should pay it, and the individual 
who can afford to pay a pound should pay it. I feel 
that the lncome Tax Department definitely needs 
some overhauling. I have noticed, Sir, that 
during the last financial year, large sums of money 
have been spent, but too few people of the populatiou 
have been able to benefit from the expenditure of 
those sums of money. I notice that we have spent 'ur 
the vicinity of one and a half million dollars on Sea- 
\tell; when the Resolution in thai connection ~m.9 
first introduced in this House, the pnblic received:. it 
with a certain amount of enthusiasm, feeling that 
within a few weeks' time many people would h ~ . e  
been able to get employlent, But the result was that 
I have failed to see any woman buy an extra dress, 
or chair for herself, or an  extra pair of shoes for her 
child as a result of her husband or her son being em- 
ployed on this scheme which cost us so much. It 
shows, Sir, how cheap money has become. However, 
it was the general feeling that the Agreement which 
was entered into with the Contractors at the time 
lacked in certain demands, inasmuch as it was l?ot 
stipulated how many of the workers to be employed 
were to be of Barbadian origin, or how many were to 
be pf Trinidad origin. The rewlt was that many 
lorry drivers and other employees were brought 11p 
from Trinidad a t  the expense of local persons who 
would have had the opportunity of earning some of 
the money which was spent up  there. Hopes, were 
thrown to the wall in that respect, but it is advisable 
for us to be very particular in  any future scherpe 
which might call for capital works. Not only should 
such schemes be brought about, which would be for 
the benefit of the c o i n m ~ u ~ i t ~ ,  but we should make 
sure that a greater income is distributed among the 
workers. I n  this connection I must agree with thme 
previous speakers who have expressed disappointmrnt 
a,t not seeing a token vote, at  least, being put down for  
the construction of a Deep Water Harbour. I n  my 
humble opinion, Mr. Speaker, the construction of sue11 
t~ Harbour must mean much to the colony, and 
especially the unemployed. We cannot go on f r o r ~  
day to day in the uncertain position of having to 
compete against Trinidad, and I am told wainst 
St. Lucia, in respect of getting ships to come to our 
port and discharge their cargo out of which we get 
revenue. This is an age of competition, however, 
and the country which does not compete and offer ii;s 
wares to the world, must take second place. 

There is another important factor which we have 
failed to consider fully, a,nd that is the question of 
industrialisation. I always felt that Barbados, because 

- of its organized and orderly labour forces, its press- 
ing population a,nd the adaptability of its workere, 
should have afforded us to become the Hong Kong 
of the West Indies. We do not have that large Iapd 
area on which we can depend for  our maintenance, 
and it is a waste of time our thinking that we can 
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maintain our ever increasing population on the pro 
duction of the limited land area which we have. Un 
fortunately for us, other colonies like Jamaica, Trini 
dad and Demerara have gone ahead of us, and 
respect of every possible industry that you c m  think 
of, they have already initiated schemes. That makes 
us consumers instead of producers, and although thej 
are making or forcing us to be consumers, they 
closing thelr doors against our nationals who might be 
able to go out and take part in  the promotion of the 
industries which they are setting up to our advantee. 
The beer industry, the textile industry, the cem+ 
industry, the glass industry-all those industries are 
not put on the credit side of Barbados, but on the 
credlt side of other colonies under the guise of a uni. 
fied West Indies. That is what is happening; that i s  
what we are getting in all the talk about federation 
I believe in being practical; I cannot find it possiblt 
to appreciate things theoretically. I have heard many 
remarks made as regards the large expenditure whisk 
we have carried out, to the effect that there have no1 
been any beneficial results to the people, and that i r  
true. We must realise that it is true; our educatioua! 
set-up has been put back and it has1 been so harmed 
that me might be unable to recover from the effects 
All that has come about through one man and thal 
officer has left the colony with a very cordial farewell. 
He was given three months7 pre-retirement leave 
with salary and his name was entered in the social 
columns of the leading newspaper; but he has 
done harm and the fault is not his. I believe that 
greater scrutiny should be maintained in these 
Departments by the "Ministers" who are responsi- 
ble, but the "Ministers" have often tried in this 
House to defend Heads of Departments. There is 
one other suggestion which I would like to make. 
I have visited the Catholic Church in Jemmott's 
Lane and I have noticed that the Government, whc 
has been in control of a lot of Army huts a t  Sea- 
well and the Garrison, has allowed those huts t o  
be sold a t  ridiculous prices. I have also noticed 
that the Catholic people have been able to acquire 
a couple of the huts and they have been able t o  
erect a very good school aback of their Church; 
that school offers ample accommodation for an in- 
creased number of children. I have suggested that 
expensive stone and mortar does not mean an 
increased standard of education, and therefore in 
ra tropical climate the cost of our buildings should 
not be allowed to detract from the general exten- 
sion of our educational facilities. Besides that, I 
have noticed that some private secondary schools 
are forced to turn back as many children as those 
who are turned back by some of the Government sec- 
ondary schools. That might be admirable for the in- 
dividual teacher who is so enterprising: as to start a 
secondary school, so great are the demands for a r  
extension of school facilities; but it is not a propel 
thing to be attached to the fair name of any far  
seeing Government whatsoever. Therefore, il 
school facilities are to be improved within a shorl 
time there are many Government buildings like thf 
Girls' Infirmary in St. Philip which could be used 
This Infirmary now has less than nine inmates- 
as a matter of fact, there are more officers attached 
to that Institution than there are inmates. Eveq 
improvement in the facilities for schools is done ir 
St. hlichael, but that does not help to bring dowc 
the cost of living for the majority of pupils whc 
come from the outlying parishes; because at least 
if the cost of travelling to and from school for thf 
children who come from the country were to bi 
removed, that would mean a lot of help to the par 
ents who only try to follow the usual custom oJ 
society by sending their children to these schools ir 
Bridgetown. I feel that any schem-e for the decen 
tralization of the social services would help to s o h  

the problem of congestion and overlapping in the 
metropolitan parish. The Government owns a block 
of buildings in St. Philip and they are all closed 
c l o w ~  1 am wondering if the members of the Gov- 
ernment observe things when they are driving 
around; the Government already spends a decent 
sum of money on the Lodge School and the demand 
there is very great. I can say that no advantage 
can be taken of any boy because of the difference 
ill pigmentation; no excuse, unless on reasonable 
grounds, can be given for not boarding a coloured 
boy. I say that with the expenditure of a few 
thousand pounds, you could extend the present build- 
ings a t  the Lodge School so that children who live 
in the adjoining parishes would be able to ride or 
walk over to that school easily instead of having 
to come to Bridgetown. Not only could the Lodge 
School be made as attractive as ever, but it could 
be used as a dollar earning Institution because of 
the fact that people from other places are willing 
to send their children to this School to be educated; 
and if the American dollar means as much to us 
as I have heard honourable members say it means 
then we should try, by all means, to get as many of 
these dollars as possible. My suggestion of extend- 
ing the present biuldings a t  the Lodge Xchool is more 
easily workable than the suggestion of setting up a 
new secondary school in any area of the country 
which school might be within just a few miles of 
the Lodge School. 

The members of the Opposition have made a 
mggestion in respect of the Constitution Swamp ; 
it h a  been suggested that a few suck wells should 
be dug and they would take off the flood water. 
However, in my opinion, that would be a waste 
of money inasmuch as millions of gallons of water 
go down that area, and shortly after the beginning 
of a heavy rainfall the suck wells must be filled 
and you will have the difficulty from which you 
have been suffering all along. I would prefer to 
know that whatever might be intended to be spent 
for the improvement of this area, it would be spent 
under the scheme for the construction of a Deep 
Water Harbour. I do not know if it would take as 
small an amount of money as we can afford to re- 
claim the land up there, or if the land would be 
so valuable as to reimburse us with the a-mount we 
spend on it. I feel, however, that there are more 
pressing things to be done than the Constitution 
Swamp and that this question has been played u p  
too much. 

I t  has been said years ago that because of the 
attachment of the Anglican Church to the State, 
the Church Authorities have not been able to carry 
out their functions unhinderedly. I have the ten- 
dency to agree with that proposition, and I hate 
to know that popular things are only played up for 
political reasons. Long before I had the honour of 
being a member of this House, I had been hearing 
about the disestablishment and disendowment of 
the Anglican Church, and I am told that this is the 
only British possession where such a system exists. 
I agree that if the State were relieved of the 1a.rge 
expenditure on the upkeep of the Anglican Church, 
the money could be used for the purpose of improv- 
ing our social services. That mould be more bene- 
ficial to the colony, because no matter how many 
Churches you have and no matter how many times 
the preachers implore their audiences to be moral, 
they cannot be moral unless their economic and 
social conditions can be improved; and the greatest 
instrument by which the population can imprdve 
itself is the moral instrument which can be found 
in the home. That is where you get the basis for 
people becoming cultured. The amount which is 
spent on the Anglican Church is increasing grad- 
ually and we should reach some saturation point; I 



think that we should relieve ourselves by a gradual / besides that, 1 hope that the question of an inten- 
Drocess of disendowuent ancl clisestablishment of the i sive rchemc. of food production will be gone into. I .  

I 
- - - .  

khurch. That is one of the t h h 6 s  for which I had 
hoped to see provision made in  the Estimates. 

Another matter is that of our Agricultural De- 
partment. That Department costs us a lot of money 
to maintain i t  and I fail to see the benefits accru- 
ing to the community as a result of the upkeep of 
that Department. I t  is true that that Department 
helps the sugar industry, but as regards giving 
encouragement to a scheme for food production, I 
fail to see the results in this direction. 1 suppose 
some honourable members might feel that the setting 
up of a couple of Agricultural Stations here and 
there in the colony is sufficient encouragement to 
food production, but what I want to see is definite 
action being taken by the Legislature; 1 want to see 
a law put on the Statute Book providing a sufficient 
amount of money whereby we can obtain the means 
for the production of more food. That will mean 
providing an opportunity for the employment of 
more of our population and also preverlting as much 
money from going out of the colony into the pocrrets 
of overseas producers as has been going in that d~rec-  
tion. We want to help people to produce their own 
food; there are people who may have a lot of land, 
but they do not want to cultivate it because they 
can purchase commodities in  the market and carry 
up  the cost of those commodities to the small people 
who have not got the means to buy them. 

There are more points which I have to make 
and I prefer to make them when we come to the 
various Heads of the Estimates; but I must say 
that  we have been warned of a possible increase in 
the cost of living a s  a result of the cost of certain 
subsidized items being carried up  a half cent aad 
a cent per pound. I disagree with that inasmuch 
as we have not been able to offset that difficulty b j  
the local production of the items involved. I £eel 
that increasing the cost of these items should be 
left out until doing that will not fall heavily ou 
the consumer. I was glad to hear the Leader of the 
House mention that the Government intends to sub- 
sidize the keeping of pigs, but T was not able to 
hear what policy is going to be adopted in so doing. 
It would be a good idea to subsidize the keeping 
of pigs because I have always felt that the extra 
area of land which is not cultivable should be used 
for the rearing of stock, and we would be able ta 
get meat in a larger quantity than has been the case 
in  the past. That is one thing for which, if it ix 

G implemented, I would express my gratitude; and 

-- 

\Ire should not depeld upon the pasteuri;ing plant 
which might come into existence within the next 
two or three years; we should start now and make 
loans to who would in turn be able to pro- 
duce a great proportion of the food upon which the 
population depends. 

Mr. MAPI' : I t  is nearly midnight and while 
1 do not want to take up much of the time of the 
House, yet there are a few points which I want to 
make in connection with the Budget. This is not 
a Budget which we could term as .a very optimistic 
one, but the honourable Leader of $he House has 
mentioned some of the things which the Government 
is considering, and one of those things is the ques- 
tion of the fiscal survey. Last year Professor Beas- 
ley did not sett his way to produce this survey, and 
little did v e  expect that it would not have been 
producetl this year. As the position is, this fiscal 
survey has not been forthcoming, and I think we 
are assured that i t  will soon be produced. I feel 
that if the produetion of this survey is delayed until 
the crop season is over. with the increasing cost of 
living and the Government being unable to p h  
some scheme, then I say that the outlook is very 
dark indeed. I think that we would be well advised 
to go ahead with the production of the fiscal survey. 
I n  these Estimates i t  will be seen that almost 20% 
of the expenditure is allocated to "Education", 
"Medical Departments" come next and it is the 
Capital Estimates whioh reflect the Government's 
policy. I n  the Capital Estimates provision is made 
in respect of housing, but I frankly am disappointed 
that the Government could not see its way to spend 
even more on housing in the country areas. La& 
year a definite amount for housing in  the rnrsll 
areas was included in the Estimates, but, so far,  
what has been done is almost negligible. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 4 
Mr. WILKWSON: Mr. Speaker,-I hope that 

I am in order. I want to move the adjournment 
of the House because everybody is tired ; the adjourn- 
ment takes precedence over everything. I beg to 
move that this House do now adjourn until tomor- 
row, Tuesday, the 13th instant, at 3 p.m. 

Mr. GARNER seconded the motion which was 
agreed to, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the Hou@ a accordingly. 
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Tuescla y, 13th iNarc7~, 1951. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem. 

bly met at  3 o'clock p.m. to-day. 

Present : 
- His I-Ionour Xr.  I<. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker ) .  

MY. L. E. SNITH (Gha i rnm~  of Committees), Dr. 
H. G. H.  CUMMINS, XD. ,  C .M. ,  Messrs. T .  0. 
BRYAN, F. E. MILLER, K .  C:. MAPP, M. E .  COX, G. H. 
ADAIIS, B.A., D. D. GARKER, J .  E. T .  BRANCKER, 
F. C. GODDARD and 3. H. WILKINSON, O.B.E. 

Prayers werz read. 

: Xr.  F! L. WALCOTT entered the House and took 
, Bis seat. - - 

f 
MINUTES. 

! Mr. SPEAKER: I h a ~ ~ e  the honour to inform 
the House that the Minutes of the previous meeting 
ar'e not yet ready for confirmation. 

DOCUMENTS. 
I Mr. SPEAKER: I also have the honour to in- 

form the Wonse that I have received the follow- 
ing :- 

Financial Report of the Colonial Treasurer for 
the month of February, 1951. 

Report of the Inspector of Trees for the parish 
of Christ Church for the year 1950. 

LEAVE TO THE AUDITOR OF THE SUGAR 
INDUSTRY AGRICULTTJRAI; BANK. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I also have the honour to in 
form the House that I have received a, letter fron 
Mr. P .  D. NcDermott, Auditor of the Sugar Indus 
try Agricultural Bank, applying for leave of absenct 
from the 12th of April, to the 12th August, an: 

' j b  asking that Yr. Leivis be allowed to audit the book3 
b, The letter reads as follows:- 

Barclay 'S Bank Building, 
Bridgetown, 

Barbados, B.W.I. 
12th March, 1951. 

K. Husbands, Esq.. M.C.P., 1 Speaker, The House of Assembly, 

l \  ' 
Public Buildings, 

Bridgetown. 
b e a r  Sir, 

I wish to apply for leave of absence for 
, the period 12th April to the 12th August, 1951, when 

I shall be going on leave to the United Kingdom. 

In my absence the Trinidad partners will be 
looking after my business and my Chief Clerk, Mr. 
Lewis, will carry ont an Interim Audit of the Books. 

, 5 

I have the honour to be, 
Yours faithfully, 

P. D. MCDERMOTT, 
Auditor. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move 
that the Auditor of the Sugar Industry Agricultural 
Bank be granted leave of absence in accordance 
with his request from the 12th April to the 12th 
August, and that the Chief Clerk of his firm, Mr. 
Lewis, be appointed to audit the books of the Bank 
in the interim. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I beg to second that. 

Mr. BRAKCKER: Mr. Speaker,-It might be 
-onsidered a trival matter to some honourable mem- 
bers, but may 1 just draw your attention to the 
manner in which this letter has been addressed & 
vou? This gentleman should know better than 
to address this letter to the Speaker of the Baldba- 
dos House of Assembly in the informal manner in 
which he has done it. Some people in this country 
do not know how to do things; this letter is address- 
ed: "K. Husbands, Esquire, M.C.P." and ends: "I 
have the honour to be, Yours faithfully." That is 
not good enough and I take the opportunity of 
pointing that out. 

The question that leave of absence be grafited 
Mr. McDermott and that Mr. Lewis be allowed to 
audit the books was put and resolved in the affirnla- 
tive without division. 

T H E  ESTIhlATES 1951-52. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day is 
to resume debate on the motion that I do now leave 
the Chair, and the House go into Committee of 
Supply on the Estimates for the year 1951-52. On 
the adjournment on the last occasion, the hoiiour- 
able junior member for St.  Thonias was speaking. 

Mr. MAPP: Mr. Speaker,-When the House 
was adjourned on the last occasion, I was attempt- 
ing to draw attention to the fact that the B~~c lge t  
is not an optimistic one, that the Government was 
fully realistic about the matter and in their 
Memorandum they have referred to fhe delay with 
regard to the Fisoal Report to be submitted by 
Professor Beasley. OQ , tha t  point I cannot help 
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agreeing with the Leader of the Opposition that 
this Fiscal Survey seems to be unduly long in forth- 
coming. While the Leader of the House was very 
definite in saying he was sure that this Fiscal Sur- 
vey would be ready in the very near future, that 
we would see i t  almost tomorrow, so to speak, yet, 
Sir, taking into account the circumstances q ~ d  con- 
ditions under which we exist in the West Indies a t  
present, I can only say that hope deferrea truly 
maketh the heart sick. I cannot help stressing the 
fact that an Organization like the Colonial Develop- 
ment and Welfare Organization should be aware of 
our difficulty in the West Indies; in this colony 
there are grave conditions obtaining and there are 
weighty problems in respect of which the Govern- 
ment must rely upon the officers and experts of that 
Organization for assistance in its attempt to dis- 
charge the duty which devolves upon it-the duty 
of approaching these problems in a bold and active 
manner. I need hardly stress the fact that delay 
is dangerous and the longer we delay in making 
proper plans to meet the situation, the heavier our 
responsibilities and our problems will become. I 
can only hope that we will see this will o'the wisp 
Survey produced in the very near future. 

Now, Sir, it has been interesting to listen to 
some of the comments from the other side on this 
Budget. We have had such a term as "colossal expen- 
diture" applied to i t ;  the Government has been 
attacked by some people for spending too much money 
on one hand, and on the other hand i t  has been 
asked by the same people to actually allow income 
tax exemption and free importation of materials 
for hotels and of items connected with the touc- 
ist industry. They are saying that the Government 
is spending too much, and yet they are asking the 
Government to let foreign capital come in, so that 
the little revenue which could be obtained from 
these capitalists must not be obtained and the already 
slender resources of the Government must be 
depleted. Well, Sir, I do not think that the public 
of Barbados will view such an argumena with any 
concern, because, fortunately for us, the proponents 
of such an argument are not in the Government 
today; but I can hardly envisage a more anti-social 
argument than that we should help the hotel indnh- 
try to such an extent. It is? alright to say that *I! 
national income should be increased, but the policy ell. 
this Government is not only to see that the national 
income is increased, but that it 1s propwly ~hstri- 
buted. If the national income 19 increasrd and it 
is not equitably distributed, then the las% state will 
be worse than the first. Should we help capitalists 
to come in and then find that the slum areas around 
these tourist resorts are the worst in the world? 
Ask anybody who has travelled to Jamaica and he 
will tell you what the position there is; no countv 
should attract dollars in any manner. You should get 
the most you can and when i t  comes, see that it is p ~ o .  
perly distributed. I cannot see that the policy 
advanced by the other side can assist us in that 
respect; that policy will only make matters worse. 
'We have heard the cry that taxation has reached 
saturation point, but we have not seen that cry 
borne out. If we compare some figures in relatioli 
to the number of income t a x ~ a ~ e r s  between 1942 , 
and 1949. we can see that the  policy of this G&-' 
ernment has been reflected in a better distribution 
of the nt~tional income. The figures for  1949-50 
show that in the S200 bracket the number of persons 
paying income tax was 2,594 as against 1,202 in 
1942. That means that there was an increase of 1,392 
persons paying income tax in that bracket in these 
seven years from 1942 until 1949. I n  the next 
bracket-the S400 bracket there  was an increase of 
248 persons over those seven years. There was a 

cirprising decrease in the S600 br-acket, a decrease 
~f l50 persons who paid income tax over that period, 
but that decrease was partly made up for by 
increases in the other brackets from g600  to over 
325,000. That will show, Mr. Speaker, that there h w  
been a more equitable redistribution of income in 
this colony during the years from 1942 until 1949, 
and I need hardly say that that is due to the policy 
of the Labour Government in maintaining its income 
tax rates on persons and compmies in its fight for 
better wages for the people of this colony. That 
is a fight which we must continue in spite of cries 
of heavy taxation 'and the cries that industries in 
this colony cannot bear any more income tax at all. 
The honourable Leader of the House has said that 
the cost of certain items-Grade "E" Flour and 
salt pork - would be increased in the very near 
future; we know, Sir, that the price of clothing has 
increased in the United Kingdom and other partq 
of the world, and, of course, prices will be advanced 
here as well. The prices of shingles and of other 
items have already been increased, due mainly to 
devaluation of the pound sterling, and that is going 
to result in a big increase in our cost of living which 
is tremendously high at present. I might state here 
that the British Government has increased the 
amount paid for sugar by $2.10 per ton this year, 
and owing to the efforts of the Barbados Workers' 
Union, part of that increiwe will go in the wages of 
labourers in the sugar industry. 

I have i t  in mind that the Fiscal Survey is yet 
forthcoming, and although that is so, I still ask in 
all seriousness what is going to happen to the people 
who are not directly employed in the sugar industry, 
people who are employed in the Government Depart- 
ments in this colony and who are employed as clerks 
in the stores in Bridgetown? Surely Sir, if we slaim 
that this colony depends on sugar and its by-products 
for the existence of the inhabitants, and that due to 
devaluat~on and control policy of the United King- : 
dom Government there has been an increase in the 
cost of living, that increase must be offset by in- 
creases on our exports. I should like to say that if 
those exports receive such increases the only way wt. 
can pass on those increases to the people in the fora 
of wages or social services is by way of increased 
taxation. 

When Mr. Benham was here in 1942, he found 
that sugar, fancy molasses and rum accounted for 
most of our national income. The production of sugar 
that year was 81,000 tons, but in the past two years 
it has been twice that amount, over 160,000 tons. 
This year another big crop is expected, again twia 
as much (as was obtained in 1942, and what is the posi 
tion concerning the taxation of those industries which 
some people would have us believe are so heavily 
taxed9 The position, Sir, is that the excise duty on 
rum-I remind honourable members that that is not 
a duty which is passed on to consumers in this colony. 
I say that because I heard one honourable member 
say that our customs and excise duties are somewhat 
heavy for the people of this colony. However, the 
excise duty on rum in 1942 was 12/8$d. per proof 
gallon; in Jamaica it was 23/4 and in Trinidad it 
was 25/-. That is in respect of one of the by-pro- 
ducts of the main industry which this colony enjoys, 
and 1 say again that the tonnage then was only h,alf 
of what the production is now. Recently there has 
been a great cry that this colony cannot bear any 
more taxation as I have aIready said, and the public i 
is told that the increased cost of living is due to the 
present taxation policy, which is a, joke. Sirv, 
regard being paid to the cry that there should , not be any increased taxation will adversely 
affect the people of this colony; it is a erg 
which should not be noticed by the Government. I 



feel sure that when the Fiscal Survey is obtained, th 
Goverriment will not hesitate to ignore that cry an, 
do thew duty to the people of the colony. If yol 

compare the bonuses paid by certain firms to som 
of their employees a t  Christmas time last year an1 
the year before last, with what they paid beforr 
you would think, S i r  that this ;was not Barbacios 
Some Government servants have met and told m 
that they should get a, job with some private firm 
because the salaries and bonuses paid by thesc 
firms are f a r  above the salaries pa$d to Govern 
ment servants in the lower brackets. I repeat tha 
the only way in which we can distribute the incre,mec 
income which we are now receiving as a result o' 
the increase given by the British Government f o ~  
sugar is by an increase in taxation. As has beer 
pronounced by the honourable Leader of the House 
.when the going is good i t  is clear that we shoulc 
collect as much taxation as possi'ble; that is a sounc 
policy of taxation so as to offset bad years. I n  ordel 
to keep up  their social work and in order that the 
standard of living of the people should not drop 
the Government will have to increase taxation wher 
the going is good. It is a soudd policy to increasc 
taxation in good times otherwise what will happen 
jf a hurricane or drought hits this island? I n  thal 
case we would have to grin and bear i t  tremendousl~ 
whereas in good years we could have increased taxa. 
tion so as to meet any eventuality. The cry of over. 
burdening taxation is only an attempt to put the 
Government in hot water. 

There is one point, Mr. Speaker, which I woulc 
aike to stress with regard to one of the proposals 
as outlined in  the Memorandum accompanying the 
Estimates, and it is in connection with the contri- 
bution to be made to the Capital Estimates from 
aurrent revenue. I have heard the argument raised 
by a member from the other side in a previous Bud 
get against a contribution being made to the Capi 
4x41 Estimates from current revenus. The contribu. 
%ion was reduced from $250,1000 which was made ir 
1949-50 to $100,000 in the current year and noM 
it has been put back at  the figure of $250,0010. 1 
remember well that a mem'ber of the Opposition said 
f i a t  the Government was juggling with figures, and 
that this contribution could well be taken from Gen. 
era1 Revenue balance or from loan funds. I t  war 
apparent a t  the time that the policy of the Opposi. 
tion was to keep down current expenditure, because 
when revenue is taken from past years and currenl 
expenditure is kept :down, there would be no ques. 
tion of raising additional taxation. Now, Sir, I 
am throwing out the suggestion that the policy of 
contributing this amount or an  amount to this extent 
from current estimates or a contribution to capital 
.expenditure from current revenue should be watch- 
ed very carefully; but the policy of contributing 
ilomething from the past, something from the present 
and something from the future is theoretically 
wund. We know that i t  is a sound policy that 
generations to come ghould help pay for something 
-that they will enjoy, especially if i t  is productive 
df. revenue which could be used to offset the inter- 
est which has to be paid on that loan. The argu- 
ment that you should only take something from the 
past and the present aB a contri'bution to capital 
expenditure, is, in my opinion, not a souryd one, be- 
cause, in reality, the past is the present. I say "in 
~ea l i ty"  because we of the present generation have 
contributed to the past; i t  is a fact that if you take 
much from current revenue to spend on requirements 
for the year, if you put  much out of current revenue 
against capital expenditure, you will find that you 
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will have to forego some of the social requirements 
that should be provided for out of current reveriue. 
If you start with the theory that only the past and 
thp present will have to contribute to capital expen- 
diture, you are going to find yourself faced with the 
the difficalty either of having a t  some future date 
to find vast additional sources of revenue to meet 
current expenses, or of having to rcduce current 
expenses to suit what might be diminishing current 
revenue. That is why I throw out the warning thak 
the policy of contributing to capital expenditure 
from current revenue should be watched very care- 
fully. To my mind, it is f a r  better to provide 'or 
capital expenditure by way of loans or out of revenue 
balance rather than from current revenue 'becauke 
there are many things that can be done out of cur- 
rent revenue with an amount such as this $250,0010. 
There are many schemes which have been suggested; 
schemes have been advanced recently by the West 
Indian Teachers' Conference in  British Guiana and 
schemes have been advancqd in times past in this 
place-schemes mhich should: be considered by the 
Director of Education. There are also matters in 
:onnection with housing and when you consider the 
amount which is required for these schemes i t  is bet- 
ter to borrow money to deal with them than have 
to make the contribution from current revenue I 
hope that the Government will re-examine its policy 
in that respect. 

On the question of educ~tion, I would just like 
to say a word or two. I remember that an honour- 
i'ble member-I think i t  was the honourable senior 
nember for St. John-made a suggestion which had 
tlready been referred to by the honourable Leader 
)f the House, and at least the Government s5ould 
:arry i t  out; i t  is that you do not need any expen- 
;ive buildings in which to teach children. I n  fact 
the honourable nember said that you can teach 
them under the trees. Criticism has been made 
about the non-introduction of a system of compul- 
sory education, but doubtless, Sir, the effects of a 
system of compdsory education must be studied 
from the angle as to how many children will be ad- 
mitted, the financial effect on the parents of the 
~hildren and the nuniber of schools that will be re- 
p i red .  As to the matter of age-grouping, that is a 
natter to which I have already drawn the attention 
,f the Government; I cmnot see that it is wise to 
zontinue such a policy when you know that the es- 
3entials by mhich this policy must be worked out 
~n the schools are lacking. I n  reply to Questions 
ivhich I tabled, the Government said that the teach- 
!rs or the majority of them, were in favour of 
.etaining this system of age-grouping. Well, Sir, I 
:an only say that the majority of the teachers are 
kill supine, they are still too weak-kneed to tell the 
Xrector of Education what is redly  in  their 
ninds; they will meet you outside and tell you 
me thing, and probably when they get n 
ircular from the Director of Education, they will 
ell him another thing. It is a fa@ and a, remarkable 
loincidence that since this system of age-grouping 
[as been in vogue, the number of children from 
tlementary schools, who have passed primary to  
econd grade exams in one year can be counted on 
he fingers of one hand. That is something remarkable 
f we take into account the position which this colony 
 as &reached in the realm of education and our r epu ta~  
ion for standards of education. Those facts a re  un- 
hallengeable, and I say i t  is a remarkable coincidence 
hat this state of affairs has taken place after tl+ 
ystem of age-groping was introduced. The teachers 
vho replied to the Director of Edacation that the 



8 n i  who have $ much love for education as ally 

nendous amount of engineering to have it applied 
o the island as a whole. However, I repeat that 
n St. Michael, right now we could embark on a 
ysteni of compulsory education. 

On the question of the supply of textbooks,,I 
,hould like to mention that children attending the 
ichools are faced with the problem of getting these 
extbooks. Sometimes a ~vhole term passes before 
he children get their textbooks and I am asking 
he Go~ernment to consider obtaining these books 
'rom any place whence they can be obtained and 
io help the school children. 1 think that that has 
i o v  become the responsibility of the Government. 

Relative to the matter of taxafion, I certainly 
feel that me could add another 30% or 33% by way 
3f Income Tax in this colony, and as regards Death 
Duties, I an1 wondering if the Government is not 
:oncerned about imposing higher rates. In  other 
countries I think very much more is paid and the 
Uovermnent should look in that channel for in- 
creases. The question of a greater tax  on compan- 
ies is one that has bezn hanging fire for a long time 
i11 this colony; I am wondering if the Government 
is not concerned about a greater collection of taxa- 
tion from companies and the collection of a luxury 
tax. There is also the quescion of a tonnage tax on 
sugar exported from this islaud, a channel which 
is only a seasonal one, but i t  is a channel through 
which the Govcrninent can add another million 
lollars to its Kucdget. That is only a suggestion and 
3s far  as I am eoncernecl, i t  is a matter about which, 
if I hrui my m y ,  I know what I mould do. 

I should like to say as regards Government 
Departments, that some of them are certainly over- 
:rowded and top-heavy, carrying four or five king- 
pins at the top. Take for instance, the Auditor Gen- 
eral's Office. You have Mr .  Gittens, a perfectly e%- 
cielit man, a man who has been functioning in that 
office for aorne time a s  Auditor General; but I 
notice that he has been forced into the second posi- 
tion. In  the Income Tax Department, i t  is fortun- 
ate that me have Jlr .  Clairmonte and we also have 
Mr. Osborne who is a trained man, but he is goirig 
to be fore,d into the second position. I think that 
the Government should carefully examine what is 
happening in these Departments. Look a t  what has 
happened at  the Department of Science and Agri- 
culture! I say with some compunction that mhere- 
as the Governinent used to collect something like 
$7,000 a p a r  in respect of sugar sanzpics, now that 
has gone to private enterprise. I do not know that that 
could happen with ;my Government except that of 
Barbados; my feeling is that while we are losing 
about $7,000 or $8,000 a year in respect of sugar 
samples we have lost a very efficient man in that. 
Department-a man who has been seconded by the 
Gove?n~nent to private ente~prise. 'We want to  
encourage certain things, but at  the same time other, 
things happen that  v e .  do not seen1 to be able to 
~xpla in .  I hare been searching in nip mind how 
it conld happen that a nian who has worked in a 
department for several years-he is a genius in the 
department-and now you find that he has been 
seconded by the Government to private enteqrise, 
and this private enterprise is costing the GovernmerA 
$7,000 or $8,000 a year. Sir, i t  does leave some room 
for  doubt and for anxiety when you realise that a. 
member of an important Government Department- 
one of the experts-has been seconded from that 
Department to private enterprise. Well Sir, as 1 
have said, if 1 had my way i11 the Governl~zent, I 
would have Mr. Gittens appointed Auditor General. 
This man has been employed in that Department 
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majority of them are in favour of retaining age- l compulsory education should apply to the island 
grouping are afraid to speak their minds; but they 1 generally, bet L am sure that i t  would take a tre- 

others; I have spoken with the Secretary of the 
Caribbean Teachers' Association and none of these 
teachers has denied that without the prerequisites of 
proper staff and accommodation in the schools, this 
~ y s t e n  of age-grouping would never work properly. 
I t  is a, lmown fact that vhen we had the previons 
Director of Education, a certain official at  the top 
threatened to resign, and the teachers in  this colotly 
vould have been glad if he had resigned. He did not 
resign and today he is f a r  from resigning because his 
adrice is taken in respect of ever~rthing. His 'advice 
should be ignored. You were a teacher, Xr. Speaker, 
and I was one; we have worked in the profession an(l 
we know the people that we were up against and who 
this Government is up against, and I say Sir, that 
if this colony is to go forxvard educationally, there 
are some officials in that Depastmeiit v-ho should be 
weeded out at  the earliest possible opportunity. I 
look forward to the day when we can have a Minister 
in  charge of that Depa,rtment, who can go into .it, 
turn i t  upside down and root out the old material. 
You cannot hope to put  new wine in old bottles; I 
say that if we want to get proper results for our ex- 
penditure on the Departnlent of Edncation, we have 
to turn it upside down. Can you imagine a Director 
of Education asking for certain informatio-n con- 
cerning mental capqbilities and other things apparel) r 
ly onlj- from an academic point of v-w without any 
hope of ever putting such information to any use9 
There are certain req~i~rements, certain duties, certain 
burdens which are pnt on headteachers Tvhen thejr 
$0 not have the enlightenment to carry them to their 
proper coilclusion; they start at the m o n g  end first. 
I hope however the points v-hich I h a ~ e  raised will 

'be attended to i11 the near future. 
Mr. ALLDER entered the House and tco!; his 

$?r?t nhile BIr. vas  speaking. 

Mr. AIJLLER: Mr. Speaker,-I shall not be 
long i11 speaking. I want io make a few points in 
connection with this Budget and I ~vonld like it to 
go 011 record that I am somen-hat disappointed 
BlrJout certain thingi. ,Pi d matter of fact, 4 was 
hoping that the Government wonlcl have shown a 
greater display of e~ i t e rp~ i se  since we have had suc- 
2essfnl crops. From the speeches that were macie 
yesterday, everybody on the other side of the 
House seems to be very ha,ppj-, especially towards 
the pimaginary one responsible for the preparation 
of the Rlemorandnm accompanying the Estimates, 
but think that the Governmeat will have to exer- 
cise much caution having regard to the fact that 
if we should run into a bad pear, i t  will be really 
difficult to -cope with the situation. I am ~ o n r i n c e d  
that the display of the Opposition in accepting this 
Budget is because of a selfish attitude, and I feel 
khat the Government should take hold of the ball 
by j@ horns. I fee1 that  me still have the anstver 
to economic slarery; we need to obtain more reve- 
Ilue from taxation and I think that this mor:ey is 
still available. 

I ask the Government to examine this question 
of education. The mishap i11 connection with the 
Architect and Planning Officer, Mr. Cro~ve, has, to 
scale extent, deferred our plans where educatioll is 
concerned, but right now the Government should 
embark on a scheme of compulsory rducatioll in St. 
Michael. In  this parish, by the time me get two of 
these major schools, we could bring about compul- 
sory education. It is mr policy, i t  is true, that 

should tell the Director of Education what the facts 
are. I have spoken wit% headmasters who are as  
res~onsible as any others in any part of the world 
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for  some time, he has convinced the Government 
that  he is a capable man but he has been shifted 
to the second place. Somebody is coming up, and 
I suppose he is an Englishman. I hope that the 

,Leader of the House wlll explain the position be- 
cause I do not seen1 to understand it. I say that 
we have been fortunate to- have Mr. Clairmonte as 
Income Tax Commissioner, and now we have Mr. 
- Usbo rne, a young ma9 who has been trained, one 
who is full of life and energy, you find that he-is 

.going to be forcecl into the second position. I feel 
'that there is the ceeci of a reduction of some of 
'the people who are highly-placed and this is the 
'time for ~ 1 s  to go forward t ~ i t h  that. 

This is the third year of a successful crop which 
me have had and 1 feel that $he Government should 
-realise what we have to do; we have to colisider 
the building of schools and bringing about compul- 
sory education. V7e find that the City is expand- 
ing and places are being crowded by businesses 
and you might soon have to sell the Cathedral be- 
cause that might be more profitable t o  enterprise. 
Hunourable members might not agree with me, but 
that  is my individuality and that is how I :'eel. I 
am only asking the Government to consider what 
I am saying; I know that I am utterly powerless. 
I certainly feel that right now the Government 
could raise half a million dollars by way of land 
,tax. Why should there not be a lsnd tax! We 
'have come here on the votes of the people in the 
gutter, and I feel that  now we are here we should 
find ways and means of helping those people. We 
shoukl increase the rates of inconze taw in the higher 
brackets and I ~;ould say that right now the middie 
class man is suff'eriiig. I hear a little laughter but I ce- 
peat that new businesses are being opened and we 
could raise more money from income tax overnight. 
k aln not criticising the Government; 1 realise that the 
,Government has to bc cautious, but you can be bver- 
cautious. I feel that a t  least this is one good year 
when me could halve made anything like a twelve- 
million dollar Budget. As has already been said, 
there is no token rote for a Harbour Scheme put 
down in these Estimates. I might state here that 
in England in 1946 you found a Labour Government 
coming into power displacing a Tory set-up which 
felt that there shonld always be a Tory set-up; and 
mhat is happening to-day in this colony is that 
Heads of Departments are criticizing the Gooern- 
ment mhich is a Labonr Government! I might also 
state here that I wo11ld like the Government to con- 
b e t  an enquiry relative to the Department of 
Highways and Transport; the roads mhich are being 
doue to-day with eightem rollers happen to be 
less, than in an age when there were only four. I 
want to,say that me were brought in here on the 
votes af people some of whom 'were shot in theT 
stxeets during the riots because of opposition to 
Conservatism; we were brought in here out of 
bloodshed, and 1 f e d  that a Budget of 10,000,000 
odd ddlars  is Conservatism underlined in red ink. 
(Laughter.). Look at  the Opposition; when this 
Budget goes to the Other Place you will find that 
tbe Leader of the Govermnent mill be considered 
as the best man* in the world. That is what is 
gbing to happen where q-e have had three success- 
ful crop years and new buildings are going up and 
Eusinesses are on the increase. Why shonld the 
Government not tax race tickets? Instead of people 
winning $22,000 they conld win one-half of that 
amount. 

We mere brought in here to destroy the old tra- 
dition. MTe are land hungry in this colony and 
land is being sold in Barbados dearer than it is sold 
anywhere else in the world. I am of the opinion that 
a serious effort to bring about a land tax such a tax 
would add another million dollars to our revenue. You 

will hear of a person having died leaving S40,000 
and\ all the people who have produced that  money 
will die in the Almshonse. I feel that the Govern- 
~ n e n t  should abolish the Almshouses and the time 
has come when we should not .have any Prison. Mr. 
Speaker, perhaps I am unduly emotional in the 
way I speak about these matters, but that  is how 
I ieel about them. The least you should expect 
from a Civil Servant is that he will seek to carry 
out the Government's policy, and if, perchance, that 
Government is changed, he will seek to carry out 
the policy of the new Government; I say that by the 
way. However, it is eat,y to see that instead of 
bringing down a Budget for $10,000,0~00 this 
Government o d d  hare brought down on8 for 
$12,0~10,000 or $14,000,000. V e  should have been 
handling a Budget for $14,000,000 so as to bring 
about greater relief to the people; as I have already 
said right no\v we could handle compulsory educa- 
tion in St. 3Zit hael and in a few months later, i t  
could be handled in the country districts. 

Jlessrs. REECE: and DOWDING entered the House 
a i d  took their seats while Mr. MILLER was speaking. 

Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Speaker,-This is Elec- 
tion year and I snppose a lot of excuses can be made 
for some of these speeches. I wondered if the hon- 
ourable member who has just sat down really under- 
stands the figures abont which he was talking. Is  he 
really suggesting that the Government should tax 
race tickets by 50% 1 Another honourable member, 
the honourable junior member for St. Thomas, sug- 
gested an increased tax on rum, an item mhich has 
always been con~ide~ed '  as the poor man's privilege, 
but I do not think that he realised what he was say- 
ing. \Vhen the honourable member was speaking, 
he thought that the excise tax of 12/6 per gallon on 
rum was paid by the refiner, but that is collected 
from the poor man. The honourable member quoted 
the figures with respect to Jamaica and Trinidad 
which are double those in respect of this colony, but 
I conld not but think that he was suggesting an  in- 
creased tax on what has always been considered a s  
the poor man's privilege. The honourable member 
also quoted figures in  relation to income tax showing 
an increase in the number of income taxpayers; but 
what does that indicate? It indicates that salaries 
have been increased. There is the question of the 
rising cost of living and mhat has been clone about 
that? However, I will come to that question in a short 
time. 
" I want to commend the Government for the new 
proposal of rural housing. The sum of $240,000 has 
been earmarked for that purpose and I saw that they 
have already secured a site in the parish of St. Lucy. 
I commend them for that and I would like to see the 
scheme started as soon as possible. I have always 
claimed that the hest form of re-housing people is by 
the Government securing land, laying it out proper- 
ly, putting dotvn the necessary lavatory facilities and 
allowing the people to build their own homes on the 
land which would 'be retained by the Government 
That is, I presume, what the Government has in  mind 
in respect of the rural areas. I would also like to see 
the Government set aside a large sum of money for 
granting housing loans to people, not necessarily agri- 
cultural workers who are assisted from the existing 
Labour Welfare Fund, but to other people as well. Th? 
Government could add a small interest of 1% and in 
vears to come people would have homes of their own. 
The ultimate aim of every Barbadian is to acquire 
hi9 own home; we are still an enthusiastic people, we 
will remain so for a long time to come. It is a good 
thing that we have people of that type and they 
should be enoouraged by the Government. With the 
rising cost of living and the high cost of building 
material, it is impossible for w m k ~ r s  to acquire their 



own homes; a house which could be purchased for 
$200 before the War now costs in the v~cinity of $600 
or $81010, and people do need help of a capital nature 
so that they may attain their hfe's desire. 

I now move on, Mr. Speaker to the subject of 
price control. Nearly every honourable member has 
touched upon other Heads of the Estimates-Educa- 
tion, Housmg, Water, and what not-but today I will 
confine my remarks to the question of price control 
and to the Report of the Price Control Committee 
which was tabled yesterday by the honourable senior 
member for St. Joseph. I take i t  that these Estimates 
show what the policy of the Government for the ensu- 
ing year is. I n  1949 a Committee was appointed to 
investigate the question of mark-ups in  relation to 
existing conditions. That Committee included Dr .  
Saint who, for many years, has elevated Barbados to 
a very high position and earned the respect and con- 
fidence of the entire public; when I say "the entire 
public" I mean from the Government back down to 
the very last man in the street. Daring the War 
years Dr. Saint was appointed Competent Authority 
and he is an  able man a t  figures. Other members of 
the Committee were Mr. McDermott, a qualified 
accountant, and Mr. Dash, who has spent his time 
in  the West Indies also in an  official capacity. After 
a very long interval these three gentlemen made their 
Report to the Govern~ent-some nine months ago. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to read out some 
of the findings of the Committee. I presume that 
every honourable member has read the Report, but 
I will read paragraph 9 which states : 

"Some distributors represented that, under 
present conditions, prices were being controlled not 
only for the purpose of protecting the public from 
possible malpractice but also to keep down the cost 
of commodities to the consumer a t  the expense of a 
reasonable profit to the trade. The Committee apprc- 
ciated that there was some truth in this complaint." 

When this Committee was appointed, I do not 
know what the Government had in mind, but from 
what has taken place since then, I feel, and the com- 
mercial body feels, that they had in  view a reduc- 
tion of the mark-ups on profits. The Committee 
went very exhaustively into the question and they 
found that on existing profits, salaries and wages 
i n  many of the commercial undertakings were low 
and could not 'be raise.d. Paragraph 8 of the Report 
says : 

"The Committee realise that the consumer is 
being adversely affected by an  upward trend in  the 
cost of living due to world conditions over which 
neither he nor local authorities can exercise any real 
control. The distributor has had to meet a steady 
increase in  operating expenses and, i n  order to as- 
sist the employee to meet the increasing cost of liv- 
ing, has increased salaries. It must be admitted 
however, that in many cases, it appeared to the Com- 
mittee that the salaries, including bonus of the 
clericd staff in the middle and lower grades, were 
by  no means adequate to meet the present-day high 
cost of living." 

Mr. Speaker, salaries and wages have been in. 
creased so as to meet the increased cost of living. 
Why should any one section of the community have 
to  bear the burden so as to relieve the hieh aressure ou 

ployed people a t  a figure above 35600, but we are 
only allowed the figure of 2600. Over the last five 
years we have actually been cutting down on the 
mark-ups on foodstuffs. As regards the commodi- 
ties %vhich are considered as essential commodities 
the gross profit in 1948--49 was 6.6%. When the 
War started and the prices of commodities were 
fixed in 1940, the average gross profit allowed then 
was 110% and that was considered a reasonable profit 
out of which we could pay 4 1  our employees a reas- 
onable wage. Owing to that .fixed mark-up, on a ba,g of 
rice costing $4.48 the profit made was 87 cents. 
Today i t  costs $13.08 and the profit allowed is 48c. 
or a percentage profit of 3.54, which is a gross profit. 
I t  must be remembered that we have to pay clerks 
and porters, other expenses have to be met arid 
we are expected to run our businesses an the exist- 
ing mark-ups. I was most surprised yesteqday when 
the honoura'ble Leader of the House said tha: the 
policy of the Government for the ensuing year would 
be to disregard the Report of the Price Control Com- 
mittee because they are disregarding the Report of 
the Committee after it has been under consideration 
for nine months, and telling us that f a r  from in- 
creasing our profits they are going to appoint 
another Committee to see how they can take away 
some of the already low profits to give to the atlop- 
keeper. Mr. Speaker, the shopkeeper is in  the sane 
plight today as we are: The Committee in  their Re- 
port state that the Corn%ission merchants have asked 
for a minimum of 2% which means that they w e  
getting less than that now. I t  has been dearly stat- 
ed by a good authority that no Government can run 
the business of feeding people in this Island as 
cheaply as the Roebuck Street merchants and that. 
is quite sound. No one realises more than I do $he 
~ecessi ty of keeping down the cost of living; but to 
keep it. down at the expense of a particular section of 
the community is unjust and unfair. Portunately for 
me, I have other activities, and I am not so selfiA 
as to plead my own case. I am in public life and I 
am not for myself alone. I would like to state that 
the Commission merchants have to spend money in 
sending cables so as to catch the markets whether 
in Canada, Australia or New Zealand, and it has 
been proved to me that as much as $4'5 has been ex. 
pended by importers in  trying to catch these markets 
The wholesalers in Roebuck Street and Baxters Road 
and the shopkeepers a re  suffering and we do not know 
where the present policy will end. It has been claim-ed 
that no cases of bankruptcy has been noted for the 
last number of years, but is i t  that the Governmeut 
wish to see cases of bankruptcy before they tal- ~e  an^ 
action? I think i t  is time that something be dow. 
I will tell the Government that they are pursuing 8 
dangerous policy because the commodities which are 
brought in cannot last any longer than six months. 

The shopkeepers are not satisfied over the present 
state of affairs; tdey are holding meetings and the 
next step, I understand, is that they are going to the 
Governor. The wholesalers are not satisfied, they 
will also hald meeting and go to the Governor. I 
wish to see every section of this community bearing 
its burden; the rising cost of l i v i n ~  will cause head- 

, aches to any Government but the problem cannot be 
others? Any section of the community & 2s much en- ! I solved at  the expense of only one section of the corn- 
titled to an increase due to the increased cost of living 
a s  any Government official or anybody else. I know 
i t  will be claimed that the merchants have ma,dz 
more profits by reason of mark-ups, and reference 
will probably be made to the Vestry Returns. These 
Vestry Returns are trade Returns; no allowance is 
made for depreciation in respect of certain things 
or  for bad debts. We have in many instances em- 

munitye If WC are to abate this high cost of living 
we must get a greater price for our commodity; the 
One commodity that we have is sugar, and the  rice 
of i t  is controlled by the British Government. No- 
body here is to be blamed for the high cost of living 
a:d what I claim is that we khould not sit here and 
disregard the Report of the Price Control Committee 
by not taking any action on it. I submit that some 



action should be taken on tEis %port; I am teUmng 
this House that there are clerks and porters in  Roe- 
buck Street and Basters Road who will get a n  in- 
creased allowayce i t i k e  aeport  can be implemented. 
I am hoping that the honourable Leader of the House 
will go back to the Executive Committee in connec- 
tion with th?s Report and come back here and tell us 
that they have reconsidered i t  and given it-due re- 
gard along the lines I have stated; the position is 
not as  rosy as some people make i t  out to be. 

Mr. MOTTLEY entered the House and took hi# 
seat while Mr. GODDARD was speaking. 

Mr. GARNER: I beg to move that this House 
do now qdjourn until 5.30 p.m. 

Mr. BRANCXER seconded the motion which was 
agreed to, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House ac- 
cordingly. 

ADDRESS R E  VACANCY IN T H E  GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

Mr. GILL: Mr. Speaker,--11 ask leave to move 
the passing of an Address to His Excellency the 
Governor relative to filling the vacancy in  the Gen- 
eral Assembly caused by the death of the hon. junior 
member for St. Andrew. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
hon. member. 

Mr. GILL : As I have mentioned, this Address is 
in  connection with the filling of the vacancy i n  the 
General Assembly caused by the deat,h of the hoa. 
junior member for  St. Andrem. It reads as follows ::.- 

economically and otherwise for over 300 years, and) 
the Government has not been able to emancipate it- 
self mentally or to redeem itself iinanciatly. That 
perhaps leads to this present-day saturation point 
which we see here today. I look aghast a t  the faces 
o i  some hon. members and I realise what their inner 
feelmgs are: I am in sympathy with them because I 
share some of their views, and I know that those of 
us who are really socialistically inclined and who 
want te see the people of Barbados take on a new 
lease of life, are confronted with miserable effects 
cver which we seem to have no control or even a ray 
of light. Be that as i t  may, whether it is a question 
of a legacy having been handed down to this Govern- 
ment, or whether they are steeped in  the traditions 
of the past, that is no business of mine being a back 
bencher; my business is to whip the Government to 
make greater progrem. We, as  Labourites, have been 
elected on a certain ticket and the people expect 
certain things of us and if we fool them we will, in 
turn, fool ourselves. W e  have a duration of three 
years in this House and sooner or later we will have 
to give an account of ourselves. Whatever we do for  
the people will redound to our credit, and the things 
which we fail to do will be put  on the debit side. 

Having prefaced my remarks in this way, I want to 
say that certain things which have come down in the 
Budget have given me great concern. I had hoped 
that after my beseeching end praying, the Govern- 
ment would not only have given a token vote, but 
they would have got down to 'business in  the matter of 
the provision of a secondarv school in  St. Philip to . 1 serve the adjoining parishes.v That ,is a very necessary 

I provision to make but the Government have not seen 

T o  H& ~ x c e l l e w y  Sir Alfred W ~ z ~ ~ L u n 9 1 e 3 ~ ~ a v ~ ,  
K.'C'.d.I.G.. f%'Ver~or Comander-k-chief of 
this Island.  

Mr. -WILHINSON : I beg to second that. 
-- Mr .SPEAKER$: The question is that this Ad- 

dress do now pass. Hon. members in  favour of that 
v i l l  please say "Aye", those against will please 
say "No" . I think the "Ayes" have it. I ask the 
hon. senior member for St. Andrew to present this 
Address to His Excellency the Governor. 

Mr. GILL : As Your Honour pleases. 

their way to make it, and I feel-that I should register 
my disapproval in  the matter. The question of edu- 
&,ion is a burning one to-,day and 1 think it is, abou$ 

I 

a year now since the hon. Leader of the House made 

&lay I t  Please Pour Excellency :- 
A vacancy having in the Bp 

sembly of this Island owing to the death Darq 
Atfield Foster, Esquire, Junior Member for the parish 
of E$. Andrew, 

we, r e~ rewnh t ives  of the people in the 
Assembly assembled, Pray that Your 
&mcutive Committee will be pleased to &sue a new 

T H E  ESTIMATES FOR 1951-52. 

specific plans to really get something done education- 
ally in  this island. I am pained to see how our money 
is being spent on education i n  this island : AB I look 
through the Estimates I see that ''Education" 
whing the largest sum of money from the Treasury, 
and no intelligent member of the community could 
tell me that we are getting proper results from the 
system which obtains today. It is about time that we 
fm fats md stop pleming frien& whether thpr 

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment the 
House was debating the motion that I do now leave 
the Chair and the House go into Committee to con- 
sider the grant of sums of money- for the service of 
%he Government as  provided and set forth in  the 
Estimates for the financial year 1951-52. 

Mr. GARNER: 1 am not enamoured with the 
amount of money whieh we have to spend for the 
ensuing pear, nor am I very happy about conditions 
as they are in Barbados to-day: but a t  the same tirr:e 
vhate-?er else I .may say after what I am about to 
say now, I realise that this Government has taken 
oTer a legacy which has had its roots i n  this colony 

writ for the election of a member to fmve in be Governom, Dirwtors or abat not? We, .P L; 
General d saembl~  for the W r i d  of St. andrew in / bourites, have given powers to D i r e e h  who have 
place of the said Darry Atfield Foster. I become dictators and we have no say in the matter. 

I ben to move that this Address do now pass. I When i t  comes to the Department of Education, we 
are ~ r a c t i c a l l ~  throwing away money: tlie results i:l I education to the boys and girls of this colony today 

! are almost nil. I say that as a responsible citizen; 
boys and girls coming out of the Elementary Schools 
today know nothing. They do not even know the three 
"R's" correctly, let alone something else ; it 5s a dis- 
grace when we think of what we are getting for  the 
money which we are spending on eduoation. People 
are not sitting down to hard work: they talk about 
Erdiston but I do not know what they are doing there. 
On the last occasion on which I s ~ o k e  on education. 
some of the teachers got up agai&t &e: well, the,+ 
vi l l  have to get up against me again. The fault is 
not so much with the teachers because we h w e  b m e  
ardent workers; but the methods which they have to 
carry out in the schools are not workable. Age 
grouping in these schools should be stopped a t  once 
(Cheers) : the Barbadian mentality does not lend it- 
self to it. We have neither the teachers nor the room 
fer  it, and the sooner we see about this matter, the 
better i t  will be for  us. Mr. Speaker, it is a disgrace 
for any Government to let the practice of age gronp- 
ing continue : I call upon this Government now to ses 
to lit that ere long this practice of age grouping be 



abolished. (Cheers). We are spendillg quite a tidy 
sum on education and you can ask anyaouy who Is 

interested in tile welfare of this ~sland, what is bap- 
pemng. Wnen I was a boy among others at  school we 
had no time for play: we looked forward to the time 
d e n  the Inspector would come to the school and give 
us a rigid examination. Today you do not find any 
such thmg; the children do not look forward to the 
exaniination as we used to do; to-day there is a system 
~vhich allows the children more time for playing on 
the pasture. After the children leave the schools they 
have time to play a t  home: but they should be made 
tcj study s&ously while they are at  school. If you 
travel about the parishes, day after day you find 
school children playing on the pastures, but these 
children should not have as li\uch time for play as 
they are being given nowadays. The Director of 
Education should be made to know that we are not 
s~tisfied with the results which we are getting from 
the Elementary Schools. If age grouping is w r o q  
U-hy don't people say so and let it be stopped? \iThat 
are we going to do ill order to see that the children 
btnefit from the money which we are spending on 
education? You cannot get good citizens if they 
have not got eclucation; if a man is an agricultural 
labourer you have to give him educa,tion. If  we ark 
spending money on education, me ~ m n t  to have the 
best we can get for the nloney; and if the high- 
falutin Engli~hmen come here with their high-falutin 
schem~s, we have to break up those schemes. Jf boy: 
and girls get even e 7th standard education and havt 
commonsense, they have a good education. We watl 
men with vision, man who intend to do hasd work tc 
make boys and girls what they should be; that is t t k c  
rvason why we hare not progressed. Everywhere :-(,I 

hear people telling you that you are backward and th'cj 
cannot entrust you with thiq or that. All the Com 
missions which we have had here have stated tha 
we are backward, and that means that we have nc8 
got education; we have got to get results for the monej 
~ h i c h  we are spending in respect of education. Whel 
we come to deal with this particular Head of the Esti 
mates in Committ~e, 1 am going to ask the suppori 
of hon. members in something which I am going tc 
do; one cannot g >t alead rulcis he has education 
If I may iligresi for a moment, I askzd a sixtl 
standard b3y a shnple question and I nearly shec 
a tear when 1 found t':at '7e tonld not ans\yc.r it. ' 
asked him if 1 had three dozen eggs and gave a\\--s. 
thirty-six how many wonld I have left? And he cou!t 
not tell me! That boy was in the sixth standard 
(Laughter). Hon. n~embers arc laughing, but thi 
is no joke. TiTe are spending the highest allloul~t o 
money in the Estimates on this branch of our seryic 
and it is time that v e  call a halt as regards whoex;e 
is carrying on this age-grouping scheme, because i 
cannot pay. I speak with emphasis on this questioi 
because it burns my heart to think that the peopl 
have reposed confidence in ns. we are trvillg to roo 
out the other people and we do no good for thos 
who have sent us here. If the people have repose, 
confidence in us and W are snccessful in rooting ou 
others, we want to go one better than they. I lvleal 
no offence about that ;  if we are removing Conserva 
tism, me hare to be either socialistio, or communistic 

do not know anything abont Communism; I all1 
Sacidist. If me want to do something for our peoplt 
the Conservatives can still be our friends, but we mu' 
have a policy so that thev will resnect 11s. The Car 

ieard about adult education being carried on in 
<arbados, l expected to see schools opened at  nlght 
,lid teachers earmarked for teaching adults. 1 can- 
lot understand what 1s meant; 1 have not seen any 
chools open at  night, 1 do not know if French or 
jpanish 1s being taught or what; l want to see 
onlething done m my parish. About three Xatur- 
lay nights ago a young man canle into my store and 
)pent 36 cents; he tenderd me a five-dollar note. 1 
:aye him back $4.64 and he was giving me back a 
L dollar because he figured that I was giving him 
lack a dollar too much. (Laughter). Hon. membem 
ire laughing while Rome is burning. We want night 
,chools for people such as that young man; we want 
o teach adults how to read and write and sign their 
lames. At election time some of our good friends are 
ishailled when we ask them to sign their names ; one 
'ellom told me that he could not sign his name be- 
>suse his hand was cut, and another fellow said: 
'Sign it for him, he cannot dance." (Laughter). 
2an we countenance that state of affairs when we 
we spending so much money on edllcation? J condemn 
ind protest against the contilluance of this sj3tem of 
Ige grouping and snperannuation in our schools. r 
ltsk fellow hon. members to call a halt to  this vicious 
;ystem; v e  mint the children to get education for 
the nionev which we are spending. 

I llcd hoped to see at  least a token amount for 
the provision of a sanitorium in this colony. XQ 
Chnrch~~arden in my parish I come into contact very 
:ften n i th  many cases of contagious diseaqe, and TW 

Ire not really equipped in the o~~ t ly ing  parishes for' 
Jealing with such oases. TJTe are not reallv 
quippeil for dealing with cases of T .B. and 
3ther contagious disease; we are trying to make 
room so as to accommodate them, but I think it 
time th2t we should have a sanitorium in this colov\ 
The time has long passed when we should go on lili.: 
this ; this Labour Government should erect a monuniei 1' 

tc which everybody can look and posterity mill than~c 
them for it. This Government shonlcl erect a sani- 
toriuni to v-hich people from the various parishes (.an 
send their siek people, and that would be a standing 
monumcnt to the Government. I t  rvill be written 
indelibly- on the minds of posterity that the Liabour 
Government in such and such a year erected this 
monument. We have to do work ; we have to do some- 
thing because the people of this colony must move 
forward progressirely. We are committed to a task 
and the things which we kilom are needed should be 
tackled at once; it is time that me sink our little 
cWferences and get down to business. We cannot 
go on as we are going on;  we have to float a loan SO 

as to carry out certain things. If Great Britain is 
really our mother she will have to do something fo.r us. 
As TV? know, millions of pounds will be spent by f h  . 
British Government in the preparation of arms. T e  
on this side of the n-orld do not interfere with anyboctp 
and we reallv do not understand what war is; it l z  
true that we have been marring for over 3010 years, bllt 
when we see all this money being spent we v o n d ~ r  
how they could spend all this money. They are rich 
in wartime bnt nothing is done in time of peace. I 
say that something is wrong with the leaders of :he  
world; if 1 mere in the Government I would do some- 
thing. The British Government fixed the price of OIW 
sugar not long ago and since then the price of our goods 
has skyrocketed. As regards money from the ColoniilI 
Develolsment and Welfare Organisation high-falnt i~~ 
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swratives know the circumstance; which existed in 1 people-are peid big salariesand that is how that 
the past and do i ~ o t  let us go back t o  the past ; me 
hare to do things for oumelves, and foremost among 
those things is the matter of education Tyhich is bear- 
i l x  on my ~0111. 1 sav i t  is time that start some- 
thing in connection ~ ~ i t h  this matter. T\Then I first 

money is being spent. We want to see something beincf 
done for our money; i t  burns my heart when I thil;k 
cf the problems which confront US as a peopIe in this 
colony; we have either to mini  or sink. Nobody will 
get away from me and I do not catch up with him; 



i~obody is going to eat butter and I go into the garbagi. 
b in;  if there are ham a d  eggs about the place 1 ai:l 
going to have some of them too. 

I must say tha,t 1 am grateful to the Government 
fo r  continuing the policy of subsidisatioa I congrat- 
ulate them on tha t ;  it is of much benefit to the peol~ie 
of this colony. However, while we arc spending A 
considerable sum of money on subsidisation, the polisy 
has got to be extended; because we are subsidisir?g 
foodstuffsl and certain people do not eat certain things 
until  there is a scarcity of those things. F o r  instance, 
some people do not eat salt meat until  there is a 
scarclty of that item. Everybody is  benefiting from 
subsidisation and if everybody is paying for subsitl.- 
sation, nobody should scruple. I agree with the h m -  
ourable senior nlenlber for tne City that s o ~ ~ i e t h t l g  
should be done about the subsidisation oi the ~i~or.-lng 
man's clothing; there is something in  that  because 
the cost of the working man's  clothing has gone up. 
Things have changed completely and we have got to 
work out ways and means to solve the problems \I- 
a s  to help the people of this colony. I repeat that  
the policy of subsidisation is something for which I 
am grateful to  the Government for continuing. That 
brings me to another point-the plight of the s h o p  
keeper. The shopkeeper is the one who has to do 
with the distribntion of the foodstaff>. Thrrp i;, : t  

as coinpared with 1'339. Whcnever you have tot, 
111any businesses, cut-throat competitlon takes place ; 
if there 11 ere not so numy shops, busmess people wouid 
~ i o  better and  there would not be any need for  cow- 
1 txitlon. L u t  n i t h  so many buslnesaes b a n g  openell, 
with a liquor business In every nook and corner, that  
l as brought a strain on business; and i t  mill coat 
the people of this colony more because the wholesalers 
die ,lot d n d p  going 011 as they are going on to-day. 
 here is the question of the system by  which goods 
are bought and  the expense involved in  the delivery 
and receipt of them. I am not fighting any case f o ~  the 
n.holesalcr,z; T am stating the case as I knon i t  to be. 
-,lr Speaker, I sey that if they were to take away some 
o t  the wholesalers' profits and pass them on to the 
rc,ta~lers, that would make it twice as  hard fo r  the 
~hoplieeper to exist; there is such a thing as  goodwill 
vV.,hich you cannot buy with dollaw and cents. Most 
of the shopkeepers are i n  debt;  some time ago I was 
associated with some people who wanted to s tar t  an 
organization which would help shopkeepers and they 
t oulil not even buy five bags of rice together. An 
association such as  what they wanted to form mould 
call for money; you cannot start an association whieh 
calls for money, with hot a i r ;  you must have mm:: 
cash. What  I feel is that  we are  living i n  a fool's 

long story about this matter, but I shall be as brief 
a,, I possibly can. The shopkeeper has been the bur- 
den bearer throughout the centuries; the conservatire 
planters hardened their hearts against paying ec.0- 
nomic wages and it is only God's grace that  people 
itid not die from starvation. Many a shopkeeper has 
died i n  an  Almshouse after he and his family worked 
fo r  all the years;  he lived in debt and died in debt. 
Some shopkeepers give their children a meagre edu- 
cation, but they die in debt. A shopkeeper has to 
get a piece of land and rear sheep, pigs and goats, 
he has to do something so as to get by. When I +.p 
tha,t a shopkeeper is a m a r t  man, 1 mean that h e  
is a n  intelligent man;  he must have some initiative 
so as to get on. I n  the old days therr were not as 
many people in  the business as  there are to-day; in 
the old days the merchants let you get in debt and I d  
your family knoll- what is happening af ter :  nowadays 
they hide under the guise of christianity. 3lr. 
Speaker, I have read a paxt of the Report of the price 
Control Clommittee which was handed to me J-est1.r- 
d a y ;  I have not had the time to abrorb it, but T knoil7 
that  the honoura.ble Lea,der of the House has said 
certain things which 1 had to question. Somethillg- 
w a s  said abont the intention of taking awaq- a par t  of 
the wholesalers' profit and passing it on to the 
shopkeepers; 1 want to beg the honourable member 
bard not to break u p  whatever goodwill there is be. 
tween the shopkeeper and the man who really keeps 
him in  business. 

Mr. ADAMS : On a point of explanation. I am 
afraid that the honourable member did not auote me 

! 
paradise; we have no other produce t o  sZ1 but  sugar, 
the British Government will not pay u s  what we 
rightly expect and the people cakilbt get enough 
tuoney to spend. That is the core of the whole thing. 
'ion expect to receive an increase i n  the price of 
,ugar bnt you do not want to pay more money fo r  
\ o u r  ser~ices .  This is no electioneering speech; I a m  
,peaking facts. Yell mill have to pay fo r  the servicer 
n hlch ou get. Nomadap every man so long as he 
has inone)- wsnts to maintanin two or three homes; 
,rnd he  ants a car to take him to and fro. H e  must 
be told that  he has to pay for services and  tha t  the 
shopkeeper has to live. I say tha t  every man, so 
long as he is getting a monthly salary, wants two 
three homes to maintain; he goes to the poor shop- 
keeper and expects to get goods. The shopkeeper eau 
only make 5% on his goods and the debt collectcl. 
charges him 2~0% for c*ollecting debts. These facts 
must bc told because people have to pay fo r  
services. T renwmlwr taking R '- from my pocket 
to paj  Dr .  I'arric and hr  said tha t  3,'- was the 
fee, not for nip. but  for thosc n h o  could not afford 
to pay 4/-. I did not miqd paying him 4/- 
~ Y C P O ~ P .  bleqsetl man. llr could really diagnose 
Sowadays I am charged $2.00 as the doctor's fee ancl 
I\-on cannot pay a doctor if you do not get any profit 
from selling yonr goods. T think I have given the 
Government an inkling of what must be done: the  
r i111'1~. must p ? ~ '  fo r  the services dph~ch t t - r .~  get 
bec ause the shopli~epers carry E t remenrhls  bnrden 
( 1 1  their hands. Y'he honourable jun:ar vember  for 
9: ,~oseph can w a r  v+- out  at a t  the end of the 
> ~ : , r  if the shopheper  is 1 3 0 ~  . i le~- t .  he will find thar 
i I. i, thousands of do!lars i n  ,he : w w h a n t ~ '  hoidi\ I correctly; what I said was that  the ~ o v e r n & e n t  will . 

review the position regards the allocation of ! r'ot because he is a big businessman but because the  
between the commission merchant, the wholesaler and n ndc have gone an credi'. 3 Ilt? 111qh sucar is a l(~<'dl 
the  retailer. Speaking for myself, the first mentionet] a ~llwoditJ-, I as1 ,ishamet1 tc; ?a..- tr ,it 1 Iosi ~ I I  rvery 
man ought not to exist, but that  is not a n  expression If  I g i ~ e  13 m m e s  to the pound I 
of Government policy. conld make some profit; but  I cannot do that. In 

GARNER: I am very glad for  the explana- 
tion, but  I am not any  wiser. I do know that some- 
thing is n r o w  as  regards the shopkeeper in Barbs- 
dos' I have 'poken at length On this matter 

the same way tha t  a man can figurc out his salary. 
so mueh for M a y  and so much for  Susan, which is 
his business when he comes to buy a pound of sugar 
he  ollght to' be told that shopkeeper to 

; I 
do not think tha t  this is the proper time to speak on 
i t ,  b u t  I should like to say tha t  lucrative employinent 
is ver;y scarce in Barbados, and everybody who caq 
get $600 thinks of going into business, ~f you go to 
the Colonial Treasurer's Office you will see how many 
liquor licences have been issued this year o r  last year 

for him and the has to make some sort 
of profit because he has to exist. I am willing to  

with the Government in I am 
a t  t h d r  beck and call and if they want to  form a 

I can gve them of my I have 
bpen in this game for m y  life and if You want 
information. see me and I will p u t  you r igh t ;  bnt 



let us be bold and courageous and let us rise a b o ~ e  
electioneering. We have to let the people see thwt 
we really want to do something for them; \-;e cannot 
merely make electioneering speeches. It 1s tlm!: 
that the Government be told what the back bencher* 
expect them to do. I feel that we will m t  do theu~ 
any harm if we tell them what we expect of them. 
As soon as a nation gets to the top i t  sits on its laurels 
and that might be the case with the Government. Tkie 
things of which I have spoken should be remedied and 
1 want the Government to consider seriously the erzc- 
tion of a secondary school in St. Philip. That 1s long 
overdue; i t  is of no use bnilding all the secondary 
schools in St. Michael thereby sending up the cost u.: 
l i ~ i n g ,  because you make i t  contingent on the peoplz 
in the countiy to use the bus service. The Govern- 
ment should see that a secondary school is erectcc1 
m St. Philip to serve the adjoining parishes. Whd! 
they have to do is to get the facts as to the n u n -  
ber of children from the parish of St. Xichael, hon 
many private schools are in the parish and how 1nar.y 
pupils they have. I will not say what I really know, 
but I will say that when parents send thelr childreu 
to secondary schools they expect that some culture 
should come from the schools From what I hale 
seen a t  the schools, there is not much hope and things 
are coming to m unhappy past. I find that i11 some 
uf the schools no culture is given for the money whicii 
p r e n t s  spend in the education of their children. The 
schools should always impart culture to children. 1 
bav that for this reason; if you send a most ignorant 
\&ite man among people, thky will bow downto him 
hut if you send a black man to those same people they 
do not feel satisfied; they do not feel that he can 11o 

I 
the best for them. People have not yet learnt, and 
thev must be taught in our schools. to resnec; 

U 

an<hority. I have an Adclress in respect of whir11 
I will deal with that question exhaustive1:- 
that is part of our tradition and custom, but I wijl 
leave that alone now. If I were a dictator I wou!J 
do a lot of purging; there comes a time when voa 
must have a purge. Did n5t God cast Satan out of 
Heaven and send him flying down here? What 1s 
mrong with a purge? We want to learn to speak as 
men; if somebody is wrong, tell him that he is wrong; 
do not tell him differently. I want the honourabls 
Leader of the House to know that anytliinp whieli 
I have said here I have s a d  it in good faith i am 
always willing to help this Government, but, at thc 
same time, I want to caution the honourable inc~niher 
that he must do something tangible so that the  p ~ o -  
~ l e  will not only sing his praises, but they  rill pray 
for his special entry intcl Heaven when he leaves this 
earth. I want the honourable Leader of the Honqr 
to know that there are things which mnst be 
done in this colony, things which are absohde- 
ly urgent and me who intend to h~!g him d o  
not intend to walk by custon~ or tradition. If he 
intends to pursue the policy which has been enunci- 
ated by custom, he can mark me as being absent, so 
help me God. Let us be energetic, militant and 
original; no old time politics will do. We have some- 
thing now to carve and we must carve i t  whatever 
it costs. The honourable Leader of the House prom- 
ised last year that he would see about this matter of 
education. I realise that he was a little busy blli 
t e  cannot always be busy. We have people who will 
sabotage education in this colony and the Leader r:t' 
the House has got to do something about tha t ;  i t  is 
within his power to do something about it. You 
cannot always please your friends; if I want to say 
anything I say it, I do not stifle my conscience. 
are here for doing serious business; we have to do 
the work of redemption, of reclamation, and it is m,; 
a, matter of making sport. We TT-ant the civilised 
world to know that we, in  this little corner. are think- 

ing in terms of emancipation; we want our existence 
to be secure. We read of the success which peopis 
are making in other parts of the world and I say 
that success will follow you if your leadership is 
militant, vigorous and healthy. Think of what it 
means to L y e  people follo-ring you and havc uo 
confidence in your leadership; they can only have 
confidence in your leadership if you depart from the 
old ways and take new steps. Originality must count 
for something; we must have originality. 

I consider these Estimates to-day as just follow- 
ing 111 the old line; the honourable Leader of the 
House feels that he must safeguard and protect the 
Treasury, but there is something which is greater 
than dollars ancl cents. 'l'here are things pertaining 
to human dignity and human welfare which need 
to be tackled and they will cost money, but if me 
tackle them correctly the money will come. What is 
needed f m  any individual or people or family or 'ace 
or clan or group or nation, is the will to do some- 
thing About 2ight or nine hours ago P was in bed, 
but i had the will to be here; I moved according to 
rr,y will and I am here. If I did not have the mill 
to be here I would uot ha1-e been here; we are here 
in this little corner becan~e it is our mill to be here, 
and the moment i t  is our will to do something better, 
God will help us. K h a t e ~  er you will you will get; 
even if you will for jail you will get it. (Laughter). 
Beyond that. 1 am saying I realise that  the Govern- 
ment is cautious; they are safeguarding the purse 
of the Treasury. That brings me to the point where 
all you do locally, you will still have to join heart 
and hand with me in mv African camuaim for ex- 
pansion. Year after y&r you will hive" demands 
which 7011 mill not be able to meet because of re- 
-i i3ic.i cd resonrces ; year after year the problem of 
population will increase, we will need greater social 
and health programmes and the finances of the col- 
ony will not be able to pay for them. There is an 
old saying that if you want to get out of debt, you 
get in debt: that is true, and I say i t  as a businesa- 
man. If Son get some liquid cash you will see what 
viiil happen. (Laughter). I-Ionourable members are 
laughing, but they will have to join mith me in 
solrmnity in letting thc British people know the facts 
as they are. The cost of living in this colony has 
risen higher 5ince the last jncrease in the price of 
sugar ant1 we need a rrrw price for our product. I 
t oinplimeiit the Gorernnlent on the matter of hona- 
iug loans; if it lvere zd for that, I do not know 
what some people woulcl (10. That is one of the good 
things that they have done, but the British people 
must be brought face to face mith the facts. They 
fix any sort of price for us and i t  is unreaslonabie 
to do that ;  they have to fight mars and we have to 
Foot the bills. 

I think I have contributed my quota to this de- 
bate and I hope that what I have said has not fallen 
on deaf ears. If 1 think so, if I think what I have 
said needs repetition for the Government to keep i t  
in their minds, T will go on talking all night. I want 
a move onward in the matter of education; ir' you 
have to tell the Director of Education that you do 
not agree with certain things, he must be told so. 
because the results which we are getting for the 
money which we are spending on education are not 
sufficient a t  all. TITe want to lrnow that the prob- 
lems about which I have spoken mill be taken seri- 
ously, and the Government will be bold enough to 
tell the members of this community how they and 
the mercantile community stay. I would be the last 
person to know that any group of wholesalers or 
agents are fleecing the buying public, and say no- 
thing about i t ;  but seeing and knowing the facts 
as I do, I have come to the conclusion that the only 
thing to do is to Iet the public know that the servicrs 
are costing more, just as  the Government have to pay 
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more for the cnrvlces in administering the various 
Departnlert,s. 1 agree with many of' the points raised 
by the honourable senior member for Christ Church ; 
he seems to be an  able man in the business and I uu 
not think that he has exaggerated a n j  polnt. Of 
course, there arc timeh when hlb point oi riew and 
mine must clash, but in connection with this subjcct. 
l am here to report that he has not exaggerated the 
story. While I appreciate the efforts which the Gov- 
ernment is making to subsidize foodstuffs further, 
I hope that they will come to some favourable con- 
clusion when thcy have st~xlied the Report of' the 
Colnmittrc vbich sat in connection with this matter 
of ?rice control. I can assure you that the 5h3-p- 
keepers do want to have an adjustment in connx- 
tion with the matter; n-e are Paced with a problc~n 
which needs a solution. 1 think the chain store sys- 
tem in this colony n-ill kill the incli~idual shopkeeper 
and I hope not to be alive when that day comes. I 
would not like to be in the business when that day 
cornes because if you allow the ~rholesale man to go 
out in the outi) ing districts and get the retailer's 
profit, what sort of society vi l l  you have? That is 
making the rich richer. and the poor poorer. Even 
in America they hare curtailed the activities of the 
chain stores; from what I hare been reading, one- 
half of them have gonc. 

1 have spoken a t  length and i wish the Govern- 
ment well, but 1 am disappointed at  t h ~ s  Barlau~ 
As a Socialist 1 would like to see innovations :%lid .l 

l i ~ i ~ ~ g  space aud that tnis place cannot support the 
people. W e  arc tryillg to make ten miliion dollars 
clo what we really x a n t  rorly nlilllon dollars to do : 
U are asking people to live here a d  we have not 
i o t  ;lie ccunomy to iilaintdin them. M e have to de- 
pent1 up011 the sugar economy but that cannot main- 
Tan th t~  standard whlc~l  we have partially built up  
(iuring the 12'ar.: we are trying to do the impossible. 
A casc ilds been made out for lerting the Eritish 
people know that i t  is time for a change to !)e made. 
i we that honourable illembers are not taking. any 
no.tic+e of what is being said and things will go on in 
tile sam- via) all tllr tune and wc 11-2-111 go on criticis- 
u ~ g ,  we want a propcAr pohcy to be made for the 
r ovang year. Air. Speaker, 1 am taking iz~y seat and 
i m141 thc Goi~ernment God speed in the coming 
J ear. 

Nr.  LSKiZ1\;Cii.EB: 1 am not sure as to mllclt ~s the 
leeling of t he  Nouse at  the present nloment: 1 do not 
know whether it is preferablr that we should ad- 
JoUrll at  [his stage or uos. (h MEMBER: Nave the 
adjournment). I gather it is the feeling ok the House 
that we should adojuru a t  this stage and I therefore 
beg to move that  this House do now adjourn for 
three quarters of an  hour 

Xr .  SLm.r~ seconded the inotion which was 
agreed to. aiid J l r .  SPEAKER adjourned the House 
accordingly. 

On re-assembling. 
J!h. SPEAKER: On the adjournment the 

House was debatmg the nlotion that I do now leave 
the Chdir. ancl the Ylouse go into Committee on the 

seat ;n ihe House-of Assembly, i t  was your will to  
.W give up the sweet or bitter things your occupatiox 

a I gave you and you are rewarded. The reward for 
I doing good to the peopie of this colony would be 

just as good to the Party and the Leader as the hon- 
our which has been bestowed on you. You have been 
among the big wigs and everybotl~ kuows s o n  :.q 

the Speaker from Barbactoh. I ha>- all those thmcl.s 
to say this; where there is no will. the peopie weri~h. 
We must have a n-ili behind what v e a r r  doing 1 
do not see any use in biaming the Government in ail 
outright manner: they are trylng to s a fe~unrd  t h ~  
money in the Treasury, but that is not good enouzh 
for me or the people. Thpy must be honest t o  thern- 
selves and let the British Crorern~nent knonr ~ v h , , ~  

hope that when the next Budget comes arouiil a m  I we lay our  plan^, we will see something better; I hope , 

is happening; there are certain things to he done 
and we want money to do those things. We want 
money for the purpose of building schools: there is 
a Public Health Rill before us and the ws t  of operat- 
ing ~t would he too mueh and therefore it has not 
been implemented. We do not want the British 
Government to feel that we are happy. The honour- 
able Leader of the House is in an exalted position: 
he knows the things about which am talking but 
he thinks hard to displease people and he feels an- 
noved when we talk against him in these matters. 
However, we are sorry for him. but we have m u  
people to please; we want to assure him that all 
methods are not positive and you (.annot al~varw 
achieve things bp appeasement. Jn a picture 1 saw 
Chamberlain, with his umbrella, in the appeasement 
role and Mussolini and Hitler were standinn to- 
gether; the latter two came to bad ends because 
thev bit off more than thev could chew. I must say 
this ; 1 want one and all to know that I have different 
views from people around here: 1 rno~dil h a w  told 
the British Government ever smce that  we want 

we will see a different Budget. I am hoping thai, be- 
cause if I am to join forces with thk crowd of La- 
bourltes, they will find me very stormy if they brlcg 
down this sort of Budget again. We must hav.: 
new things and if we do noi aucceed a t  first. we will 

particularly with regard to age-g&uping. in bealinp 
with the subject of education. The honourable senior 
member for St. George who spoke earlier in the after- 
noon said that this Budget is Conservatism under- 
lined with red ink; well, I would put  it somewhat 
cliflereutly-it is caution underlined with green ink. 
I would endorse everything that has been said in 
connection with age-grouping; i t  is a fact that after 
a, most careful and lengthy trial in this colony, the 
systenl has proven to be a failure. Sir, we are in 
the hands of experts up to a certain point; but ex- 
perts or no experts we have our commonsense and 
intelliqence with which we were born and endowed. 
When we were advised that age-grouping is the best 
thing for ns, with characteristic Barbadian tolerance 
we gave it a trial;  we have been trying i t  from 1945 
until 1950 and it has proved to be a failure and 
vndoubtedly imsuited to local collditions. VThen 
thtl houourabl~ senior member for St.  Philip said 
that he proposed to take a certain step later 
on-by that I understood that he would be moving 
a reduction of the vote under the Head "Edncation" 
to indicate our disapproval of the scheme and our 
intention that i t  should be abandoned-you can rest 
assured that he will get the support of everyow 
who has been studying this system of age- 
grouping and its results t o  the people who 
have been tra,ined under it. Having underlined 
the views which have been expressed on the question 
of age-grouping, I will Bay with a certain amount of 
concern that in glancing throngh the Estimates T do 
not see anything in connection with the Address 
standing in the name of the honourable junior mem- 
her for St. Joseph as regards the abolition of the 
system of age-gronping. Tf the honourable member 
is of the same opinion now as he was then-perhaps 
he i.; even stronger in his opinion as regardq age- 

Estimates for the year 1351-52. The honourable 
junior melllber for R. Lucy was about to speak. 

J lr .  BRANCKEIR : Mr. Speaker,-There are a 
few c0111,ents lThich 1 have to make on this Budget. 
[ lTould like to ullderline the views which the honour- 

have to t ry again. BIr. Speaker, you are the pro- able senior member for st. PhiliD has exDressed 
i 
A 

duct of your will as you stand in that exalted Chair 
anci people salute you; i t  was your will to contest a l 



groupmg ~ o n  t tldn he v as w11cll ht~ g'\\ c U O L  L <  W 

tllat ,rciurebs, Iaeal~smg that he has the Yupyort oi il 

lalge ilumber of nlenlwers of thls House u h o  arc u o ~  
justlheu 111 ~ont lnun lg  thls elperlment. \\ h l k  1  an^ 

on thls questloll o i  edacatlon, I will comment, d b  I 

do every year, ou the matter of nutrltiou m elelnentar~ 
schools, and remuld the Government that the suppi? 
of milk and b~scnits 1s very good In ~ t s  way, but v ha1 
the chddren still neeu, and dre lookmg forward t c  
getting 1s a hot meal. I n  so far  as secondary eii1tc.a 
clon 1s concerned, lf the Government offered free 
seconddry education, they should a t  ieast provlue -L 

numr;cr of schoiarshlps for  pupils; I~J .  otner n 3 1  (I<>.  

tiloy should mstltntc a system 01 p ra ld l l lg  ~ C ~ C I L I J -  

ships Ior ever) thlld nas passed throug:~ i l l ,  

elementary school and has shown himself to be n orthy 
of, and likely to profit from, a secondary education. 

hon, ,\lr, Speaker, there are a leu other iiedus 
uf  the Estmiates which s h ~ t ~ l c l  be touched upon, as 
~ 1 1  as m a t ~ e r s  n hich must necessarliy iilvoi \ e t a 
peiidlture ancl in  connection with which there is the 
usual c r y  : " Il'here is the money colmug f rom? ' -  I n t  
hollotirahle Junior niember for St. Philip has mention- 
~ ' L L  111 thls House that L ~ C  assistance xhieh \\i. are 
gct'clng f r o u  (:.U. & 11'. is assrstance for  which a ver? 
large percentage goes m the payment of officials fro111 
~ h t .  1-nlted liingdom who wine out to the West Zndieq 
mid who, undoubtedly hare a gooci t m e .  Iltej - z w i  
t o  be able to provide an  ampie number of c(;cktal~ 
pdrtles for their friends, but  that is not enough to 
help the people of these colonies. When we read 01' 

lniliions from C B .  & W. being spent by the peoplt. 
alld for the people of these colonies we appreciatr 
how much goes back to the U.K. by U.IC persorlllel 
~ h o  are sent out here and who indirec.tly propagate 
the gospel of th~:  Mother Country. One cannot 
hunestly Ignore the fact that the income tax rate for 
those i n  the h i g h ~ r  brackets is f a r  short of what i t  
should be; we still find persons with certain incomes 
leaving the U.K. and making a settlsment In 3unn.i 
Barbados because the income tax rates are lower in 
this colony than i n  some other places although muclt 
more money is needed. m e  must let i t  be understood 
tha t  we are prepared to support an  increase In thc 
rates of income tax for  those in  the higher brackets 
zo that more money will be available for the obviously 
necessary schemes of sociaI ~mprovement. Of ( ~ ~ 1 1 1 ~  

i ts a corollary to an  ~ncrease in the rates of incomt. 
tax in  the higher bracket?, there will be a little rnorr 
i n  respect of estate and succession duties. AB these 
.hings w e  necessary and 1 defy any honourable mem- 
to justify a lower rate of taxation i n  this colony than in 
some other places, bearing in  mind the fact that we 
are  behind the United Kindon1 where sock1 
advantages are concerned. 

There are two obvious sources of additiona~ 
revenue. Let the Government bear in mind that if 
thev settIe the rates of income tax putting them on 
all-fours with the rates i n  the United Kinqdom, thev 
will pass this Chamber. Of course there is also the ques- 
tion of considering proposals for  the disendowment of 
the  Anglican Church ; under the Head "Ecclesiastical" 
we are being asked to vote $94,536 of which the 
sum of $85,056 goes to the State-endowed 
Church, That sum, Sir. would help to effect 
social improvements; i t  would help to effect 
certain necessary improvement., in  the runnine 
of this country and ~t would help the Government in 
providinc additional sources of revenne. T h ~ n ,  J4r. 
S P a k e r ,  there is  the question of the liquor licence 
which we made S10 per  anum for the small trader. 
The little rum shop keeper in Sugar Hill or Marcah- 
field o r  Pie Corner cannot afford to pay more than 
al0, but  the big wholesal~rs like those at the bottom 

o i  Ei~o,:ci a t ~ e r t ,  or those a t  &be corner oT 
d i i ~ t  l i o ~ ' ( J ~ i ~ k  h t r e e t s  are yaylng the same & l U  ;s tna 
little r ~ u r l e r .  li u e  made the blg wholesaleis pay 
a licence ok LJOO or so, that would Increase the re\ mutt 
of this oo~ultry so that we will have the money to 
pruvlde a hot meal for elementary school children 
n n d  greater opportunities for secondary education 
for %orthy produ& of the elementary sciiools. 
Rraiij. Sir, these people who are making money in  
Briclgetu\~.n are laughlng a t  the Government; they 
aail honourable members of this House by their 
cllrlstiau mules, and they can buy every plantation 
,il Bdrb;cius t h t  is for sale. Theg- say : '1-oil dre 
laali i l i~ s ~ o ~ c ~ t i u n i  but yoil cio ilot rnention where tlic 
money 1s coming from." \Tell, 1 haxe inentlonrd 
3 1111' ~ O : J L (  eh or re \ rnue nlmh can be tapped---hlgher 
iucome tax rates, Increased death duties, adequace 
.wrea.txi ,ic2c~ormnt. zo the sliding scale ~ v h i ~ + h  l ha\e  
~ e c a  advot. tine froill the time l became a a ie lubc~ of 
this Honse, and a graduated system in  respect of the 
' : l i  i!o,* uwnce. the sinall mall paying 5510 and thc? bly 
i l l t l l  ,)a? ilig $ 3 ~ .  'Lllere is aiso, a s  I il;r\r saitl. the 
4 ! 1 ~ i t i ~ n 1  u i  the d i s e l ~ ~ t o \ ~  ineut of tile Church n hich 

'a, 

w o u l d  be a inxtter of urgent ionslderauon b j  the 
t r o~eriimenc-a matter in  favour of ~vhlc~h i hey would 
swnre a majority of meniberb in  this Chamber. @ 

l agree with those honourable members who have 
~)l*eswri for the comtruction 9f x Ueep Water 
riarbour; it is a source of embarrassment that this 
vc,ic,n\- iihlch boasts of being in  the forefront 1n the 
i:'(st I i~dle>,  has not got a Hecp Water i larbolu u p  
to now. We all realise and appreciate the necestn,y 
fol- h Yeep Water Ilarbour; m this regar.d we had an  
expert o ~ ~ t  here-Sir Dougias Ritchle-who made a 
report, hut we are nb nearer to havmg a Deep Water 
~rwlbour than the time when that official came t o  our 
shores. Little Grenada, big Jamaica and othrr islands i 
in the West Indies have Deep Water Harbours, b u t  II) 
here we hare to depend upon boats so as to get ashore. 
It is a ery short-sighted policy if i t  is felt that the 
expense of constructmx a 1I)eep Vfatclr Harbour w ~ l l  -b 

great ;  because nothing is more xvorthgr of a long- 
term p o l q  than the c.onstrnctlon of a Deep Water 
Harbour so that ships could berth alongside the silore. 
That nouid be a n  enconraqenient to people to viiit 
Barbados, among otlier things, instead of qoine to 
othrr places where there are Deep Water Harbours 
and where they do not have to go ashore in  small 
boats. T do hope that  the plans for the constrnctior~ 
of n Deep Watcr Harbour ha.: not been p~peon-holed 
or loqt or put aslde in the desk of some official in  thls 
colony. 1 am certain that : ou, Sir, like myself, look 
forward to the day when we will have our Deep 
TTTztrr Varbour so that peopIe can walk from ship 
to  s h ~ r r .  ancl not h a w  to wly on a little "Xoser", 
although we revere that name. 

T observe no sin? of commlsslon m this Budget:  
there are a13 sins of omission, whether deliberate or 7 
otherwise, I do not know. Whether the Government 
was not sure that  this House would be willing to 
pass a n  increase in  the rates of income tax, death i 

duties, and so on, I do not know. Some time ago I 
tabled a qnestion with respect to the provision of e 
f r ~ c  medic a1 services: 1 think the Government replied 
that the matter was being given consideration and i t  / 

was referred to the United Kingdom Cfivernment. 
There ir no reason why me should not make a s tar t  
ancl pu t  such a scheme in force. 

A qaestlon which is alwavs uppermost In my mind 
i? that of nationalisation. Reading between the linos 
i n  this Budget-and I think I have read ver;v care- 
fully-we can see nothing about this question of 
nationalisation. TVe still have the Telephone Com- 
pany making a lot of money and similarly the 

e 



E l c ~ t l ~ c  Ccmpany ancl there 1s: also tile 1 ral i \por~ 
s:rvlce. 1 would haye llked to see sornetniiig mhicll 
~vuu~cl, suggest that the Government 1s aczlveiy work- 
ing along the lines of the iiationaiisatlon or one Or all 
of these undertakings; any Xeasure which is mtro- 
duced in this House for the natlonahsation of ihese 
public utilities will be passed. The Government need 
not be afraid of such a Measure being passed m ihlb 

Chamber; the people of thls ~olony nave been luok111:: 
forward to some Measure in respect 01 nat~onaiisation 
being passed. The majorlty of the members of this 
House have expressed themselves to me electors a\ 
being in favour of nationalisation, and although I am 
not suggesting that we should go into anything willy- 
nilly, yet I am suggesting that this questlon of 
nationa'lisation is one which deber~es the most press- 
mg ancl urgent consideration of this Go~ernment. 
I f  some .Measure ith regard to natlonalisatioii were 
to be brought before this House and me dealt ~ 1 1 ~ 1 ~  ~t 
on its merits and passed it, we will see what will 
happen after that. 

Then there is the question of Old Age Pensions, 
and again, Sir, I press for a reduction of tile qualifl- 
ing age. The question will be asked: "Where is tht 
money to come from?" But I hare shomn vhancc 
the money can be obtained-deep down in the pockets 
of those who are in the higher income group brackets; 
the money is there and you only have to put your 
hands in the pockets of those people. We have ac 
cepted the principle of a younger retirement age in 
respect of our Civil Servants, and it would be fair 
and reasonable to appIy the same principle in respect 
of our Old Age Pension Scheme. If i t  is compulsory 
for a Civil Servant to retire at  60, obviously we 
should reduce the qualifying age for the receipt of 
Old Age Pensions from the present figure of 68 
years. I contend that the age from which a person 
should begin to receive his Old Age Penslon should 
be the same as that at  which one has to retire from 
the Public Service. There is no reason why there 
should be any difference between the age at  which 
a person has to retire from the Public Service and 
that at  which one should begin to receive his Old Age 
Pension; I mention that for the serious consideration 
of the Government. The honourable senior member 
for Christ Church was telling us about the increased 
price of items. An increase was made some time ago 
in the amount of the Old Age Pmsion. but it is 
reasonable to consider a further increase in the 
amount of this Pension because we have accepted 
the principle that these old people are the care of 
the State and they must be looked after. We cannot 
pay them an amount which is negligible and almost 
not worth while: I submit that any proposal which 
comes before this House for an amendment of the law 
to provide an adequate increase in the amount paid 
to tbcse people will and must be passed by this 
Chamber. 

There is a further point on which T will sound 
a note of warning to the Government and it is in 
connection with posts in the Civil Service There is 
a tendency today to prnvide hicklv specialised wosts. 
nosts with high-sounding titles and displaced United 
Rinqdom personnel from Burma. Ceylon or Pakiqtan 
might End themselves in sunny Barbados; there- 
fore let us sonnd a note of warning to the Secr~tarv  
of State for the Colonies by the Governor nf this 
eolony that if there are such persons seeking employ- 
ment m +his colony, persons who are RO lnnger on 
t h ~  nay roll in places such as those T have mentioned. 
we can find local wersonnel to fill local posts We 
nmst let nersnnnel from ?hrma. f?~ylov or Pakista~i 
know that they vill not he welconlcd Few if me can 
pet suitable local peonle or West Indians to fill posts 
We have had experience that whenever a post with 

a good saiary is created in  this colony a Barbadian 
could never get a look in, unless he happened to be 
a favoured Barbadian from one of the best families, 
"best" being in inverted commas. I counsel the 
members of the Government to let the Secretary of 
State know in  advance how we react in  this colony 
towards imported personnel. We have had a 
very unfortunate experience during the past 
fire years. We have had out here one or two people 
who have been excellent people and for that we have 
nothing but praise. We, Barbadians. are not an un- 
generous people nor do we fail to be highly critical 
when we come across people whom we find to be most 
unsuited to local conditions, people who, before they 
leave Sigeria or Hong Kong, feel that they are com- 
ing to a place where they can deal with the natives 
as they like. Anyhow, when we come to consider the 
particular Reads in the Estimates, I will deal with 
these individuals who have not fitted in, and who are 
not likely to fit in, with cur ways and ideas. 

1 listened to the honourable junior member for 
St. James, the Leader of the Opposition, on the ques- 
tion of a Hotel Aids Bill, and I gather that he was 
advocating that the Government should take steps 
to introduce legislation along that line. I will sound 
this note of warning to the Government; if the Gov- 
ernment is going to introduce such legislation, let 
them make i t  plain that they will not tolerate any 
racial discrimination as exists in respect of hotels in 
Christ Church. S n ~ h  a thing must be stopped or we 
will have to pass legislation to deal with it. Nr. 
Speaker, you must have heard of a distinguished 
gentleman who was refused accommodation a t  an 
hotel although there was accommodation and he went 
to another place where he was received with open 
arms. If the Government help these hotels, there 
must not be the beginning of thinking or dreaming 
about any discrimination at these hotels. Honour- 
able members wiLl remember the instance in  respect 
of discrimination in which an hotel proprietor had to 
pay some damages to Leary Constantine. I n  the 
event of an Hotel Aids Bill being introduced and . 
passed i11 this colony, I hope i t  will be made plain 
that if any attempt is made to c a r q  on discrimina 
toi-S yra(>tices, the necessary legislation will be 
rushed through this Ifouse to prevent any such hap. 
pening. 

There arc just one or two other Heads of the 
Estimates to which I ~vould like to make reference. 
Obviously we have to meet on three days until the 
end of this month to deal with these Estimates, but, 
I take it, we would like to finish our second reading 
speeches this week. On the question of the Prisons, 
we have been reminded about the conditions as to 
the honsing of juveniles and horror has been ex- 
presesd at the fact that people of the age of 21 find 
themselves at  Glendairy; I would commend to the 
Government the ~stablishment of a Borstal Institu- 
tion in this island. Such an Institution is an  ab- 
solute necessity in this island and I hope that when 
the Government sees the Report of a distinguished 
traveller to our shores, they will not hesitate to come 
to this House for the money for the establishment 
of such an Institution. 

T will not speak at  any length on the question of 
equal pay for equal work and the lack of reference 
either directlv or indirectly in this Budget to the 
principle which, I gather, the Government has not 
accepted; but i t  is a matter which, I submit, the 
Government should consider. I do not see why 
female teachers should not receive the same pay as 
male teachers; if a woman does the same work as a 
man, there is no moral justification for paying her 
less than you pay the man. 

There is one further point I want to make, and 
it is in connection with the H m d  "Legal Depart- 
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rnents." Happy as I am to see that me are no longer 
encumbered by the antiquated system of the Grand 
Jury, yet there is no proposal to aulelld the existing 
legislation so as to give jurors a more adequate re- 
muneration than what they are now receiving. You 
know, Mr. Speaker, i t  used to be said that i t  is a 
great honour to sit on the trial of one's fellowman 
and indeed i t  is a great honour to do so. I t  also used 
to be said that i t  is a great honour to find ourselves 
in  this Chamber, and there again it is a great honour 
conferred on us;  but we still found i t  necessary to 
draw a stipend from the Treasury. The jurors would 
feel satisfied in drawing something more adequate 
than they have been drawing since 1891; they de- 
serve something more than $1.54 per day which was 
found to be adequte in 1891 for that distinguished 
position which they hold. I commend this matter to 
the Government for their consideration in the near 
future. 

If one makes a remark or proposes anything, and 
subszquently the Government brings i t  forward, it is 
said that the Government had the particular thing 
under consideration long before the proposal was 
made. Well, I hope the Government is considering 
the question of single member constituencies. 

Before I give way to the next honourable mem- 
ber who would like to discourse on this Budget, 1 
will make reference to the little housing scheme which 
is proposed at  Clincketts. St. Lucy. I should like tc 
say that I understood that the owner of the land 
xi-ould sell all of i t  or none of it, and I was grieved 
when I heard that the price which was originally 
550 per acre had gone up to $320 per acre. Anyhow, 
$320 per acre is not too much to pay for this area 
which will provide a site for the Half Moon Forte 
playing field and for a housing scheme. I can assure 
the Government that the money is being well spent in 
the purchase of this land which will be very much 
appreciated. 

Mr. ADIUIIS: I regret that 1 haw to reply. 
but there are  on^ or two p i n t s  to wi1ic.l~ i ihwll 
refer. I shall reply very briefly. because I an1 afraid 
if I reply to some of the remarks made in the course 
of these two evenings, I might do incalculable harm 
to the future fortunes of the Labour Party. Before T 
reply to one or t ~ r o  points ~ ~ h i c h  haw bcrn nladr. 1 
have to remark on the nature of the criticisms 
which I anticipated, some of which wiped out others. 
Apart from those who were merely ranting, there r a s  
the constructive criticism of the honourable jnn;or 
member for St. James and the honourable scnior 
member for St. Philip; bnt even in the midst of 
criticising this most realistic Budget I have seen 
since 1 have been a member of the House. those hon- 
ourable members had to say that they realise the 
position of the Government. While criticising the 
Government for not undertaking more expenditure, 
both those honourable members had to say that the 
world is in a critical state and our resources are 
slender. That is why I say that this is the most real- 
istic Budget I have seen in the 15 or 16 years since 
I have been a member of this House. The Govern- 
rzient7s task is not an easy one especially this ye.ar 
cnd we have got to consider reasonable means of 
raising revenue. I should like to say that 1 startced 
life in an elementary school and I am what 
I am today because of the system of educa- 
tion which existed and because I had a far-seeing 
father. What sort of human being would I 
be if, after I have reached the stage I have 
reached as Leader of this Government, I did not do 
all I could to make i t  possible to give a chapce to 
other people to do likew~se? The attention of the 
Government has been drawn to some public opinion, 
T am now speaking specifically about age-groupinp 
:nd superannuation in schools. Questions are asked 

of the Government, they are scnt to t m  Departmwit 
coucerued for draft answers and the answers are sent 
to the nlember of the Esccutlve Comn~ttee resprisl- 
ibte $or that particnlar portiullo 111 tne Irouie. Tnwe 
c!iaft answers were sent to me and they were of tll? 
vature to ~ndicate that the Department of Educatlou 
nas  advised that, on tne vhoie, age groupmg was 
norklng satisfactorily. i was asked whether 1 agreed 
with the answem and my reply that I agrecd 
with them provid-ed that the teachers through 
the Inspectors say that what was stahed i; 
2 facr The inspectors reported that tne great 
nia.]ontj of the teachers felt that the scheme w1.5 

~ ~ ~ c c e s s f u l ;  nliat cwulcl tlw Govrrvment tlo m-vlng 
rllgarcl to that reply? i h e  (;overnment 11% replied 
rhat age grouping ralsed many other problems con- 
n(cted m t h  edncation, stafilng, and so on;  that \\as 
stztecl 111 the ansmrs  g1ve11 t o  the honourable juiqor 
member for St. Thomas. Olllj. a day or two ago I 
liad t m e  to pay attention to a long report sent to the 
Departmeni of- Education quoting the result of an 
:nvestigation of the teaching and the standard and 
t ~ h i l i t ~  ot pupils of 13 plus in every elementary 
schoo1 In this lslanti and a sinlilar group at  C'ombbr- 
r ~ ~ e i e .  i may say that that report makes me think 
c~riouqly; i t  will entail a complete reconsideration 
c! the ~;overnment's attitude in respect of teaching 
j-i Elementary Schools.. Let honourable members 
criticize and make suggestions by all means, but a 
Government has to consider, in respect of formmg or 
]lot forming a policy, the information which i t  has 
, ~ t  ith disposal as to the necessity for a change or a 
wntinuation of the existmg policy. What one de- 
plores is the making of just ranting speeches which, if 
they amount to anything. are unworthy criticisms of 
the Governmenr anil a complete, absolute betrayal of 
the Government, and sometimes a shocking disrega~d 
for what is said in confidence. We ali know that the 
hvnourable senior member for St. Philip is intensely 
smcere m what he says and in his desire to help the 
underprivileged; he is not actively a member of this 
group, but I feel sure that he is anxious to help ths 
(.overnment and he votes with the Government w n p  
lic feels that the Government is on the rlght path. l 
T T &  to tell the honourable member, however, that he 
is conipletely wrong if he thinks that there is any 
reaso~l on earth for me to appeaie the British Govern- 
110ri1t or to please them. I do not owe anything f c  
the British Government and I an1 not asking any- 
thing of them; I owe my position to the votelrs of 
this colony. They are the only people whom I have 
to prease (Cheers) and whose interest I mll regard. 
1 have not asked the Colonial Office for any job; I 
rave never encouraged any suggestion of taking ;L 
job, and it is not a question of feeling that the British 
Government has to be pleased or appeased. 

I need not do anything more than refer to  the 
t-,vo honourable members who made the most construc- 
tive speeches. and who themselves realised the 
difficnlty of the Government and that we have 
to depend upon sugar and sugar alone. When 
the honourable Leader of the Opposition said 
that we should ask for forgiveness for h w -  
ing promised to construct the East Coast 
Road and the Deep Water Harbour, he answered 
himself  late^ on in his speech. He said that he knows 
that we will be bringing down SuppJementary Reso- 
lutions during the course of the year, and he referred 
to the General Revenue Balance from over six million 
dollars at  the end of March, 1948, to nearly four 
 illio ion dollars with which we will end up in March, 
1952. The honourable member spoke of the difficul- 
tiw of obtaining a loan in the Caribbean area and 
the difficulties of the British taxpayer. We have not 
t u n e d  down the proposal to construct the East Coast 
Road and the Deep Water Harbour, and if honourable 



~!:cmbel-s do not bee items of that sort buketed  for  
tltir year, they have cot TO remember t h ~ t  time has 
ehsped since we had the figure of 3y2 mill~on pounds 
111 respect of the Deep Water Harbour and the figure 
n ould probably be 3 m~llion pounds nowadays. l 'h  
matter is beinr invrstlnated t.av:ng regard to the 
:*tided costs toclay and sntne more aclcurate figure t h a i ~  
tLat which was nlven two sears ago might be arrivctl 
at. 

*Is regard, the question of "Sub\idies a n ~ l  {;on-' 
trols." I congratulate the honourable .emor inenlhrr 
for Christ Church on what he has said: the iiw olli  - 
able member always gives me the impression that Iw 
tt~inks before he speaks, and that he thinks deeply 
bcfore he puts forward his pomt of mew. l h o p ~  
that the honourable senior member for St. Philip did 
11ot appreciate all he was saymg when he said that 5t 
;%:,reed with the honourable senior member for C'hrihi 
('Purch; I take it that the ca5e put up b -  the hoimnv- 
able senlor member for St. Philip wa? that the r c t a ~ l -  
.r was not getting adequate returns but that v011 
sltould not take anything back f rom the w l l o l c d ~ r  
J ly  personal view i s  that the comissiou mwchant is 
a parasite in the commercial world; we are too poor 
to have so many middlemeii and the business of thc. 
commission merchant should be done by the whole. 
saler. I reassure honourable members and the retall 
&hopkeepers that the (4orernment is continuing its 
investigation as to the allocation of profits b e t m c l ~  
these three sets of distributors-the conlniissior~ 
merchant, the wholesaler and the retailer. I wust 
congrat,ulate the honourable senior member for St. 
I'hilip for being courageous enough to sav that if 
 he distributor is not getting a f a i r  profit van will 
h o e  to pay more for yonr goods. 1 think th+ 
(;overnment must take some crcdit to itwlf for Beep 
ing the figure for subsidisation a t  what i t  is for this 
yclar: the cost of flour went up and that of salt pork 
also went up. The Goveri~riient vonders sometimes 
how sincere is the attitude of borne of its c.ritlcs; y o i ~  
mnst have noticetl. Mr. Speaker. that while tE: hcm- 
oilrable junior member for St.  J m c s  congratulatcti 
th. Government on its attitude towards subsidisation, 
the "Advocate" newspaper was a t  pains to put in 
t lx  most emphatic way that the Goverimeqt was 
making the cost of food dearer. That was thg only 
thing the " Advocate" could find to headline; but the 
Croverment will walk warily, listen carefully and 
lierp its powder dry. 

I regret that the honourable senior member for 
the City is not here ; he made one of the worst speeci2cs 
that he has ever made in this IIouse. Shouting .at 
the Government does not worry it ; the only effect-of 
that is to make the Governinei~t laugh. Apart from 
iepeating the suggestion which, I believe. was ma-de 
*(me years ago by the honourable senior member for 
St. Philip about subsidising the working man's cloth- 
ing, the honourable senlor member for the Clty oug-et, 
:)A sober reflection. to be ashamed. On the questipn 
of District Markets, the honourable member knows 
that the Vestry can select sites for those markets anu 
the Government will pnrchase them. I repeat, what- 
LT-er migM have been misunderstood about preferripg 
one site to another site as being suitable for a district 
market, I made no attempt to say whether $60 or $10 
or any price was reasonable because I do not know. 

Before I sit down, there is somethmg which. 1 
should like to correct. I t  is a common tning to throw 
bricks a t  the Colonial Development and TvVelfarf. 
Organization, and I would like to point out that  salar- 
ies in respect of that Orgamzation are paid out, of th6, 
British Treasury. Whatever may be said about giving 
cocktail parties or anything else, llonourable mem- 
hers will remember that the British taxpayer IS paying 
for them, not the local taxpayer. As regards the1 
point made by the honourable senior member for 

c'lrrlst Ghnrch about making loans to artlsaas, the 
(ioverllmeut 1 ~ s  dlrcady answel.ed a questlon by the 
iionourable jm~ior. inem~er  tor St. Joseplt in that con- 
~ v t ~ o n :  the liorerilmeut 1s cons~cier~ng a scneme 
w\-llrrcby ioms will ??c- made to artisan* just as it has 
aireacty agreerl on making housing loans to members 
0:' the Cm1 Service includmg policemen. (Cheers!. 

are hopmg t o  h v t t  loarls runump in resuecL 01 
!ishermen. artisans, peasants concerned with 
,ugar industry and Civil Servants. Only the profes- 
s~imsl  c l a w s  will be able to borrow money from the 
(i overnm snt for building purposes. The honourable 
senior member for  St. Georne has again said s m e -  
thing which he knows to be untrue namely, that Heads 
of Departments ignore the Government. If the Head of 
a Ikpartment attempts to sabotage the C*overnment 
a r d  i t  is known 50 those who support the Governmeuc, 
~t 1s a matter for them to let us know. This Qovern- 
r ~ ~ e n t  dictates policy and the Heads of Departments 
have to carrv out that policy. I f  ever I s o  out of 
puiitics, I will go  out because some members of thls 
Party are gradually pushing me out; they are cling- 
;! c like dead men around the neck of this Q o v e r n ~ e n t  
lu~te,~rt of co-operating with the Government. 3 ain 
not adopting the role of liquidator, but I make 
absolute appeal to the members of the Labour Party 
to criticize the Government when i t  is aoina wrong, 
but not, to use their own words, to sabotage its efforts. 

The auestion that His Honour do now leave :he 
Chair, and the Ilouse go into Committee on the 
Estimates for the year 1951-52. was put and re- 
solved in the affirmative without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House went 
into Committee on the Xstimates for  the year 1951.- 
!Q, Xr.  S a m ~  being in the Chair. 

The itmls ancl the respective amounts to be voted 
under this Head were read. 

Nr.  ADAMS: Mr. Chairman.-I am asking 
leave to postpone the consideration of this Head. I 
promised the honourable junior member for St. James 
to discuss with him certain items, and although we 
have had a certain measure of discussion. there are 
certain things which I desire to discuss with him 
and with members of my Party before we deal with 
this Head. I am also asking leave to change the 
amount in respect of item 5 "Domestic Staff" from 
$5,782 to $3,930. The amount $5,782 was printed be- 
fore we discussed the Supplementary Resolution in  
respect of this item which Resolution was passed. 
and the amount of $3,930 represents that to  which 
we agreed as the contribution of the State to the 
wages of the Domestic Staff. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member to postpone the consideration of 
this Head. 

HEAD 11-COLONIAL SECRETARY 

The items and the respective amounts to be 
voted under this Head mere read. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum of 
$6,150 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. CUXMINS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

TqEAD 111-COLONIAL TREASURER 

The it,ems and the respective amounts to be 
voted under this Head were read. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum of 
g26,292 he voted under this Head. 

Dr. C~JMMINS seconded the motion which was 
i g r e e d  to. 



IIEAD--IT-AUDITOR GESERAL 

Tile ite~:l:, alld the rrspeetire amounts to be 
voted under this Head were read. 

Mr. ADAXS : 1. beg to more that thr slun of 
$1,511 be voted under thls l e a d .  

Dr. C ' r - m r r s s  seconded thv nzotion which was 
agreed to. 

H E A D  V-IIARBOUR -4SD SHIPPING YASTER 

The items and the respective amounts to be 
votecl under this I-Ieac~ were read. 

31r. 31)AMS: I beg to more that the sum :,i 
$56,539 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. C T L ~ I ~ I N S  seconded the. motion whivh na:. 
agreed to. 

The itelns and the reslwctiue amounts to be voted 
under this Head mere read. 

Mr. ADAMS: 1 beg to move that the sum of 
$103.:306 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. C r a r ~ r r x s  seconded the motion which mar 
agreed to. 

The items and the respective amounts to bc 
voted under this Head were read. 

Mr. ADAMS: I. beg to move that the sum oj 
$100 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. CTJBIMITU'S seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

H E A D  IY-PUBLIC NARKET 

The items and the respective amounts to be voted 
under this Head were read. 

Mr. ADknIS: I beg to move that the sum of 
$20,363 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. CUMNJNS : T beg to second that. 
Mr. WILKTNSOS: The amount in respect of 

item 25 "Cleaning" has been increased this year by 
over $1.000. That seems to be a tremendous increase 
and I fihoulrl like to know the reason for such an 
increase. 

Mr.ADAMS : I somewhat anticipated that qurs- 
tion because it has been asked before. Last year we 
had to vote $1,000 for wages, brooms, soap, and so on, 
by means of a supplementary vote, and this amount 
represents what we voted last year plus the supplc 
mentary vote. 

The question that the sum of $20,363 be voted 
uiider this Head was put and resolved in the affirma- 
tive without division. 

HEAD S-FIRE BRIGADE 

The items and the respective amounts to be voted 
~ m d e r  this Head were read. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sun1 of 
$13,609 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. CUKMINS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. GODDARD : I should like to ask whether 

it is true that the Fire Brigade Officer is expected 
shortly. 

Mr. ADAMS: We think that a very good choice 
has been made as f a r  as this Officer is concerned, 
and he is expected to arrive at the end of the month. 

The question that the sum of $13,609 be voted 
under this Head was put  and resolved in the affir- 
mative without division. 

HEAD SII-REGISTRATION OFFICE 

'llle Items and the respectlve arnountc to be voted 
under thls Heact nere read. 

Air. AiIAAlS : 1 beg to nlove that the sum of 
b13.070 be ~ o t e u  under t h s  head. 

111.. C r \ i \ r n ~  w m l ~ d  the motion which \ \as 
;ly ~ e r i i  to. 

The ~tems and tile rrspect~ve amounts to be voted 
under this Head were read. 

Mr. A4MXS: 1 beg to move that the sum of 
$12,714 be voted under thls Head. 

Dr. CUNNlXS: 1 beg to second that. 
Mi. BRANCKER: As regards item 21, "Re- 

portlug & Prlntlng Debates of Legislature", the 
printing is stili being done by the prlvate Company 
anci i mould lllie to know if: there is anything which 
the Government wonld be prepared to disclose this 
afternoon as to the future - - prlnting of the debates 
(11 the heglsiature. llow long is i t  likely to have 
thls private Conlpauy charging these exorbitant 
rates for printlng the debates of the Legislature: 
Are we up to date as regards the prluted voIumes 
~i our debaies o r  1s this private prmtery keeping us 
back"! i n  connectloll \nth the Librarian & Confiden- 
tial Secretary under item 6, I appreciate that his 
sa l a r~  has been put on an Incremental basis, and 
that our IYIessenger under ltein 14 gets an  aliowance. 
However, I would throw out the suggestion that this 
aliowa~~ue for the Messengel is very inadequate con- 
sidermg the fact that after doing his day's work. 
he has to remain until the next day working for us. 
The anlount of $4.00 per month is next to nothing 
and I suggest that i t  be increased; the Messenger 
deserves more than $4.00 per month as an allowance. 
As regards the Narshal, me have not considered put- 
ting him on an incremental basis or providing an 
allon-ance for him; I think we must consider giving 
allowances for overtime. I think our Reporters are 
more or less satisfied since the last increase they re- 
ceived although the senior Reporter should receive 
further consideration in the near future. 

Mr. ADAMS: As regards the first question, 
the Government, even more so than members of the 
House, are well aware of the advantages to be gain- 
ed from having a Government Printery. (Cheers). 
We are aware of the long delays experienced in 
having the printing done by the private Company, 
but the outlay for a Government Printery is tre- 
mendous. I hope what I am going to say now wilI 
not encourage the "Advocate" to delay the printing 
further, but on the 30th September, 1949, we gave 
the Crown Agents the figures in  respect of printing 
and asked for an indication of the machinery 
which mould be required for establishing a 
Government Printery and an estimate of the cost. 
The Crown Agents did not reply for some time; I 
think that the honourable junior member for St. 
Lucy asked about the matter and we hurried up  and 
sent a c a b l ~  to the Crown Agents and we also sent 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies asking 
for similar information. We also made enquiries of 
West Indian Governments which hiwe printing presses 



.of their own. The Crown Agents replied but their 
replies were not as helpful as they should be as they 
wanted more information as regards the material we 
required and so on. Subsequently a t  our request, the 
*Government of St. Lucia, among other Governments, 
sent us an estimate as to the cost of our require- 
ments. We have in  our midst, Mr. Wilson, who was 
the Superintendent of the Government Printery in  
St. Lucia for many years, and he has been giving 
us some information. Whereas S%. Lucia suggested 
that we would have to spend about 357,000, Trini- 
dad suggested that it would cost us between ~35,000 
and 938,000 to establish our own printery; and since 
that time the establishment of the printery will cost 
us more. I appreciate what the honourable junior 
member for St. Lucy has said about the allowance 
for the Messenger; as long as there are speakers like 
the honourable member in this House, the Messenger 
will not get home until midnight. I suggest that if 
they are many nights like this one, an allowance 
of $48 a pear for the Messenger is inadequate. I 
shall pass on the honourable member's suggestion 
.and see if it will bear fruit. 

The question that the sum of $12,714 be voted 
under this Head was put  and resolved in the affir- 
mative without division. 

HEAD XIV-iLEQAL DEPARTMENTS 

The items and the respective amounts to be 
voted under this Head were read. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum of 
$39,823 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BRANICKER: There are several items un- 

.der this Head about which I would like to get some 
information. I n  connection with item 31 "Revis- 
i n g  Officer" the sum of $960 is to be voted and the 
Representation of the People Act provides for the 
appointment of such an  Officer annually. I should 
like to know if, when the appointment of the pres- 
ent  holder of the office was made, an  advertisement 
~ppea red  in  the Press calling for applicants. The 
public is perturbed in connection with the manner 
i n  which this appointment was made. It seems that 
Solicitors from certain firms are favoured with cer- 
4ain appointments; the former King's Solicitor b a 
member of a firm of Solicitors and his successor was 
appointed from the same film; similarly, the former 
Revising Officer is a member of a firm of Law Offi- 
cers and the appointment of his successor has been 
m d e  from the same firm. There is nothing against 
-the appointment of Mr. Bynoe, there is no one who 
is more gentlemanly than he ; but is it a fact that 
in connection with this appointment, no advertise- 
ment was inserted in  the Press calling for applicants 9 
Relative to item 53 "Purchase of Law Books", that 
seems to be confined to keeping the Attorney Gen- 
eral's Library up to date, but it is equally necessary 
for  the Police Magistrates to have up-to-date text- 
boob a t  their disposal. However willing members of 
the legal profession may be to lend Police Magis- 
trates their textbooks, the Government should not 
take any pride in that ;  the Police Magistrates should 
be supplied with copies of recognised textboolrs. 
Every Police Magistrate should be supplied with an 
Archbold or a Nowe's h s t i c e s  Manual; the Magis. 
trates do not actually make complaints, but when 
one submits a point of law to them, they say "WE 
would like to check that point, but we have no books." 
I feel that consideration should be given to that 
-matter. Item 51 is "Incidentals7', and the note 
says "Provides for cleaning the several Courts and 
for other incidental expenses." I would suggest that 
-the provision be extended for cleaning the robinp 

room for barristers in the Town Hall. I wonder if 
that room has ever been cleaned; some books have 
remained dusty there from the time that any bar- 
rister has been using the room, and there is no fur- 
niture in  that room except a chair without a bottom. 
This amount certainly does not provide for the clean- 
ing of that room, or, if it does, the work is not being 
done. Item 36 is "Jurors and Marshals a t  Com- 
mon Pleas"; I am hoping that there will be no men- 
tion about jurors a t  Common Pleas because they will 
be abolished. Item 35 is "Jurors & Marshals" and 
I again invite the attention of the Government to 
the Act of 1891 with a view to their seriously con- 
sidering an adequate increase in the day's remun- 
eration for Jurors. It is a great honour for one to 
sit on a jury, but when h e  receives $1.54 per day 
and his regular day's pay is $3.00, he does not ap- 
preciate the honour as he should appreciate it. Those 
who are serving the State are rendering an  important 
service, a.nd it is asking too much of them to ask 
them to go home out of pocket at  the end of the 
Session. I am hoping to hear a reply from the ap- 
propriate member of the Government. 

Mr. ADAMS : As regards the question of the 
provision of law Books for  Magistrates, I may say 
tkat some people carry their law i n  their heads 
while others carry theim in their books; and a 
Magistrate may feel that he does not need any books. 
I know that Mr. Talma used to haqe a n  up-to-date 
h'tone's Justices Harzual, and I agree that a Magi& 
trate should have those two useful books mentioned 
by the honourable member. ,As regards the item 
"Incidentals," if the honourable member speaks to 
the President of the Assistant Court of Appeal the 
matter will be eventually passed on to the scrubber, 
who will see about the scrubbing of that room. I 
agree with the honourable member that the time has 
come not merely for the abolition of special jurors,, 
but that in a civil action no jurors should be 
summoned unless both parties want them. There 
may be occasions on which i t  is necessary for a 
Zudge to have special amstance and if he makes 
application in that connection, I think that that is 
the better method. As regards the Revising OlfZcer, 
when Mr. Sealy resigned, a n  attempt was made to- 
get some Solicitor to take the job but no Sofieiter 
would take i t  a t  the salary which is attached to it. 
Eventually Mr. Bynoe was persuaded to take the 
job. The advantage of having Mr. Bynoe is that  for 
years Mr. Sealy's typists and one of the partners 
of the firm used to be called upon for  assistance; 
Mr. Sealy used to be assisted by hihl staff. Mr. 
Bynoe was the only Solicitor who would take this 
appointment. 

The question that the sum of $39,823 be voted 
a d e r  this Head was put  and resolved i n  the aerm- 
ative without division. 

HEAD X V  - POLICE 

The items and the respective amounts to be 
voted m d e r  this Head were read. 

lb. ADAXS: I beg to move that the sum -of 
$l2O,G08 be virted under this Head. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BRYAN: Item 32 is "Furniture, f ipa i rs ,  

etc." and the amount to be voted is $400. The note 
reads "To meet the cost of maintenance and replace- 
ments of furniture a t  all Police Stations and 
Officers. " I would like some information as to who does 
the repairs; what firm or firms take charge of the 
maintenance and replacement of this furniture7 
I know something of the work done by policemen 
who were formerly carpenters, joiners and masons, 



and 1 am hoping that the promise made to nie is 
bein'g kept. If polidmen are conipelled 'to repair 
Ijuildihgs and pailrt &x!t, 6nd to buil'd and 'repi&'r 
f~rbit t tre,  I feel ratMr that outside beopfe -should 
bc employed to do this work. I n  cbniiection 'with 
i t e ~  45 "Uljkeep -of C?ots," mMetime ago i t  was 
brought to tny "ilttentioa th'at policemen were engaged 
in buililink '1UO hots; 'I ufidefstand that they were 
building these cots at  the Wharf Post and that keeps 
prop1e out of employment. As regards item 66 
"Upkeep of Motor hunches," I understand that 
these launches are very often used to take private 
individudls to sad fro& ships and the vote myst have 
been expelided. I also undekstand that polfcemen 
are Getailed 'to carry uut miilor repairs to these 
hunches and that ,an engineer f r o p  the Departmeqt 
ob~ighwla@ ahd Traiis#ort hek after the upkeep of 
these lamclies. l would like the appropriate mm& 
ber of tEe Exkcutive C'dmmittee to give me s o m  
~f~foririatlon in connection with the points which I 
have made. 

%fr. M I ~ ~ R :  Item 68 is "Purchase of 
Horses" and the amount required is $1,3UU. 1 
would like 'to 'kntitv if it -is in order $0 spend t)ris 
houa 'z  under tE;s Iterh. As regards ifem 48, 
"Waihtenall'ce of Yhsloners in 16ck up," the ' a m o h t  
to be voted is3$ldb, hhlCh Works out a t  about 35 celits 
per day. $hat dhibtlnt wbuld appear to be small. 
I 'shot&? likk to ftnbw the 6odt of the i ~ l i e e ~  of the 

stafioned at Bissex Bill an$ their homes are m 
Bridgetown, it is impossible for them to have their 
meab sent to them; they feel that it would be reason- 
able to ask the Gowrnment to provide someoue to 
cook their meals. Some policemen cannot COOK and 
otheb would be relieved by having somebody to go 
the cooking for them. Policemen are sent to all 
parts of the island and I think the matter which 5 
have just mentioned should receive the ~yRIlJpthetd.ict 
c.onside$ation of the Government. As regards item 
35 "Exgems incidental to upkeep of anlrxials." 
many complaints have been received about ~ p o h e -  
nl;en Kaving to look after the animals. Before the 
Calver Report, policemen were required to spend a n  
60Cr clem* rifles and a similar period cleauing: 
equipment when they came back in from duty: since 
the institution of the present regime, the stable order- 
;lies seem to have been abandoned, and the men we 
required to wash down the stables themselves. Thev 
take strong objection to doing that; i t  is a duty of 
which they would like to be relieved. The police- 
men have little or no tune for cooking: their meals 
because they are on duty for three hours at  bast, 
and then they have to spend another hour in dean- 
ing the horses and the stables. During the regime 
of Mr. k'erowne, he used to go horse riding with h L  
friends, and w'hen I pct  a question in that connection 
to the Government. they gave the answer wbch was 
dven seal's a m  to the late Dr. 'Ddnc~n  O'neal. So 



&dge when inotorized trilnsport is used in  every De- 
Bartment of the Gov'ernment. I f  it is'felt that there 
is  'the fie6e&ty for hbrses &o as, to disperse crdwh, 
I '&ay that tlie o~c&idils oh which fudctions will *be 
W&g 'hlape and j au  'have to control crowds by 
iddhdeti rdlicerlleh kill be'tkm'rhre; 'I feel that four 
h'iii.A .tvdil  14i: siiEBcierit for '&ing &is h&. W& 
$re :fld jdbf ili 'tih'e asp ' w h h  'the horbe ahd buggy 
148% I&?B h ~ d  We ha8 to &e mdCinted policemen for 
e6dbAihk the 'GbverAm; we &oilld 'hafe motbr oycl- 
i g t ~  aeortifilg the Goverdor 'add fhht wciuld relieSe 
poliQmen ftbni ha'viw to spend so Wdny hd&s h t h y  
In k e e ~ i e  %he stabhs'cleah, a&d there 'are other in- 
di&n't:ad expenses whieh we H P h t  'd&t 'Be a%le W && 
I noti$e that we vuk ra?6d@ f& replkding tnusl'chl 
iri6trumentk .fbr tlie Band; I do not tmnt to m&e 
dny -nohe relative to the =&d %f this iparticcnliLr 
branch of the Deprhbnb ,  ~bec8zrse I feel thht 'lie 4s 
rnqt eqcient;, he ia, in wy opinion, the best .Band- 
mastel; that ather -?arbaaos or the West hd ies  has 
been a5le'to get; but I ki te  to know that the Police 
Band is being used as a De a r t m d  for 'brineing in  8 reveniie, 'ek$&'cflly 'whbh fingihk iq thkt revenue 
CWS " eiqjie % tb &Jt bf ef@Eoy&dnt. The 
FN6e 8 a&% fil%j;~ %t phdatk pWB& '%h&re 'privkitb 
nitfHi&itb& u%d to  Ifflay lib th pgst ; 4he %a*ayers ai-e 
paying for the PUlidb !Ba%i lftir t%e djitertriMherrt of 
the merd public Withbut discrimination, 'itnd when 
the Band is permitted to go to the Crane Bvfel, its 
services are being made exclusive. What I am sug- 
gesting can be 't%Wily doEe; thbt is, ,~h the same way 
that the Band plays at  Queen's Park every month, i t  
&odd go t o  eveny parish and play on'&f%~ept days 
SO. $bat gyeEy man, woman and child can enjoy the 
music. If there is a section of the people which is 

deservi?i of assistance along the cultural line, it is 
tpe per$ e ia 'tEe country. k.liope that I will not 
li&e 'tb ma&e dmiy dleatibrr df thb ~httk ' i* again. As 
regards item 45, Upkeep of Cots" I take i t  that there 
are 430 odd men in  the Force, and every year this 
item costs us $1,000; that is ridiculous. When you 
get accustomed to putting down a certain amount in 
the Estimates, every year you put down that same 
amount. The note to this item says that the supply 
of cots on hand at present is adequate, and yet we 
are asked to vote this money. As regards item 56, 
"Extradition Expenses", I would like to see the 
amount under this item increased by any amount; 
we have had here people from other colonies behav- 
ing very badly and they have even broken into 
people's houses. As soon as a stranger finds himself 
before a Police Magistrate charged with misbehaviour 
and the fine imposed by the Magistrate is paid, he 
should be sent out of the colony; that is being done 
with our people and we should do i t  too. We should 
get all the undesirables out of the colony; I hope 
that my suggestions will be given the consideration 
which they deserve. 

Mr. BRANCKER: With reference to the Police 
Band, i t  has been said that the Band plays at  the 
Yacht Club. I entirely agree that the Police Band 
should not be allowed to play at  any institution which 
is open to only a select few; i t  should play at places 
to which members of the public can have access. I 
hope the honourable senior member for St. Thomas 
will see that what has happened in the past will not 
happen again. The honourable senior member for 
St. John referred to what took place on the occasion 
af the wedding of one of our famous cricketers; I was 
an eye-witness to yhat  took place, and it is worse 
than what the honourable member has mentioned. 
It was not necessary to do more than put a few 
policeden in the compound between the Masonic 
Lodge and the Cathedral's gate. There were many 
spinsters who were looking at  the bride; women and 
girls were pressing against the bride's car to catch a 

glimpse of the+ bride and the Police, inpludi% a nsa- 
commissioned Officer, not merely used then- t r q  
cheons but their hcrse w@ps jn lashing the ,erovd 
who did not move back. *hat happened outside thp 
Cathedral's at8 for hundreds of people to aee. 1 
haye be& iJ$di+ed ih i t  t h a t  sort of thing is dbne 
in Nigkiia. I beefy dE6ers in the 'Force to deny that 
the incident which 1 have mentidned did not take 
pYace. 

Mr. '~OBDARD: I thdugblt I hsd $dde h b  
IjbsiJion clear riot d a n y  ,Wee& ago as to e Polide 
Bdhd $Iayin-g at pkabe* like the Aquatic %lkb Bnd 
the %fhri$e 'Botel. T have 'bade eiquiAm %ad Wy 
that 'the B a i ~ d  bdy p l s  'Ytk  charity &hikes L \he& 
p4W&.. 1 %hi& tli$t .drii! abditltl &ssi& chh;ify; %f&e 
p%&s 3baddi I& ~tfte '&cLi'ons i5f thebe dani& 
alld the 'ch&~it!y orgiaWatidias'eil&e the Pdice Thud 
to play f by 'tfiwl. 

Mr. &LdL63'E'R : Not very W g  &b, tWe ' P d b  T e W  
rdturae'h fr* V e ~ e m e h  dYl& & &hee t60% @a& Bt 
We Mehm Hvtel "et? 'dervites 'of the -3aofice IBsad 
we& enghged. Was  that .rt 'charity dame 9 W$& '$he 
pvblic t t k b d  to g o  i n ?  Now&a@ %be P&& Btrftd 
will~plit? a whole .urches-im out of iem.pioym&t"; when 
the Bsnd is ai+u~@ed to play a t  &&e dam& is% ndt 
pdtt,tSng 9e@ple.'out Uf Work? 
-l&. GARNER : I feel it is time far  us to ad- 

joura. H@wever, I want 2;0 say that 3 do pot &~otv 
whk-t good the Cammissioner of PoECe may 
have 'to introdme latep on, bvt Ire is so imbued with 
what goes on in -Aafi;icsn ocdoaies that he has attempted 
to do the 'same thing here. Well, we 'aaanot get t o  
Africa to fix them up, but when they come here to 
practice things we wi~l'fix thein up. The 'Banbdstter 
is an aqable man 'm& I . w u l d  vote money to He@ him. 
I feel that -the Police Band is paid hore m less 'by 
taxation from at1 setions of 'the cordmu~ity; sollhe- 
times the Band comes'to St. Fhifip and plays in%ertairi 
districts. The Band is entitled to play at any place 
and allow the people to let themselves go. I do not 
want to go to the Yacht Club ; when the Band comes 
to my parish I find somewhere for i t  to play, and I 
can have a little jig as well. Sweet music can change 
an animal. 

Mr. MILLER: I learned for the first time to- 
night about the Police beating people who went to 
the Cathedral to see the wedding of one of our 
famous cricketers, and the honourable junior member 
for St. Lucy was very firm in stating that the people 
were 'beaten. I am asking the honourable Leader of 
the House not to pass over this matter as being some- 
thing trivial; it is a very cruel thing. Mr. Chair- 
man, I feel i t  is wrong that such a thing should happen 
and I would like the Government to make a strong 
protest to the Commissioner of Police on behalf of 
the House. The time came when we abolished whip- 
ping in the Prison and now I hear about policemen 
beating women in  the street! I t  is an ugly reflection 
on the island to say that women were beaten by 
policemen ; i t  is a very grave matter. I see that some 
honourable members are smiling, but this beating of 
people is something to be for'bidden. I n  this age you 
tell me that women who were looking at a wedding 
mere beaten by the Police? The joy or solace of 
women looking at a wedding is something which you 
cannot give. I think i t  is only in some parts of Africa 
that people are beaten in the street. I cannot see the 
last "cat" which wab used in this colony in the 
Museum ; I can see evidence of the last slave at Trent's 
Plantation in St. James. That slave was sold because 
the lady could not feed him; whipping people is 
gomething of the past and now you tell me that 
policemen are permitted to beat women? I ask the 
Government to go to the Commissioner of Police and 
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enquire about this matter, and see that i t  does not 
happen again. Before I sit down, I am asking the 
Government to give me some assurance that they will 
investigate this matter about policemen beating these 
women. As regards the Police Band, I do not think 
you can find another Bandmaster like Captain Raison, 
and people should be given all opportunity for hear- 
ing the music supplied by the Band. 

Mr. ADAMS: Who is taking the matter of 
women being beaten by the Polioe in a trival way? 
What surprises me is that the honourable junior 
member for St. Lucy saw what took place and did not 
take the matter to the Court. I t  is unnecessary to 
ask the Government to take this m&tter seriously. I 
would like to say for the benefit of honourable mem- 
bers that never since we have been dealing with 
Estimates have we been so careful in examining re- 
quests which were sent in by every Department, as 
we have been this year. We have scrutinized every 
single item of expenditure which was put before us ;  
and, in consequence, we almost put ourselves in the 
position of being an Opposition, questioning item 
after item. I questioned the item relative to the up- 

-keep of the cots. I forget what period was given as 
the life of a cot, 'but we were told that a cot costs 
$18.00; that a cot cover costs $8.00 and the life of the 
cover was given as eighteen months. I was surprised 
that the m m  of $1,000 was asked for and we have 
been told that that is a conservative estimate. Nothing 
has been asked about which we have not been critical; 
as a matter of fact, we asked a lot more questions than 
what honourable members have asked. As regards 
the item "Arms and Ammunition and Civil Defence 
Equipment" the note shows that the amount is for 
the purchase of ammunition for Musketry Course and 
spare parts, and so on, for rifles; the bulk of money 
is for, the purchase of Tear Smoke Equipment. In 
connection with item 32, "Furniture, Repairs, etc.", 

as fa r  as I know, all the repairs are done outside; I 
am under the impression that Messrs. C. F. Harrison d 
& Co. did some of the building. I should like to in- 
form the honourable senior member for St. John that 
there is no up-to-date Police Force which does not 

h - 
keep horses; the Police have to do patrol work and 
you cannot use a, motor cycle down a cart path be- 
tween two fields of canes. As regards the point made 
about music 'being suppliea by the Police Band, if any- 
body has a soul, music will appeal to him. I have not + 

heard anybody complain about the amount in  respect 
of the item "Maintenance of prisoners in lock up", 
and as regards the item "Extradition Expenses," the 
honourable senior member for St. John has confused 
that item with repatriation expenses. Relative to 
the use of motor launches, I feel that the honourable 
member will go carefully into that matter. I have not 
got the information which he has got. 

The question that the sum of $120,608 be voted 
under this Head was put and resolved in the affirma- 
tive without division. 

On the motion of Mr. GARNER, seconded by Mr. 
ADAMS, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing in Com- 
mittee of Resolutions in the Estimates for the year 
1951-52 amounting to $416,377 and that the Com- 
mittee had asked for leave to sit again. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this House do 
now adjourn to Thursday next, the 15th day of March, 
1951, a t  3 o'clock, p.m. 

Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to, and M?. SPEAKER adjourned the Houke aca 
cordingly. 




