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House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
r" 

Xonday, 19th March, 1951. 
Pursuant to adjournmellt, the House of Assembly 

met a t  4 o'clock, pm.  today. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker),  
Mr.  L. E. SMITH (Chairnzan of Commigtees), Dr. 
H. 8. H. CUMMINS, M.D., c.%l., 3lessrs. T. 0 .  BRYAN, 
F. E. MILLER, R. G. MAPP, M. E.  COX, F. L. WALCOTT, 
G. H. B~AMS,  B.A., F.  C. GODDARD, J. H. WIL~INSON, 
Q.B.E., E. L. WARD and J. E .  T . BRANOKEIL. 

e .  Prayers were read. 

S MTNUTES 

' a .  

The Minutes of the Meeting which was held on 
.the 6th March, 1951, having b'een circulated, were 
-taken as read and con3rmed. 

DOCUMENT 
Mr. SPEAKER: I hatre the honour to inform 

the House that I have received the Report of the 
Ilmpector of Trees for the parish of St. James for the 

la year 1950. 

PAPERS LAID 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I am commanded 
-to lay on the Table of the House the folfowing 
p8pers :- 

Report of the Sleawell Airport Committee. 
Statement showing the amounts advanced $y 

the Government of Barbados and the amounts re- 
.ceived from His Majesty's Government in  the United 
Kingdo@ under the provisions of the Colonial De. 
-veJopment and Welfare Act for the period ended ,oa 
-tly 31st of December 1950, in respect of the seveya: 
,&hemes, sanctioned by the Legislature. 

West Indian Conference - Fourth Session. 

NOTICES 

The following Government notices were given :;- 
Mr. ADAMS: Bill to grant a sum of ,rnoqej 

.uu$ of the Public Treasury and to appropr i~ te  $'I( 
f ~ p  the service of the year ending on t$e 31si 

day ,9f Adarch 1952. 
Resolution to place the sum of Seven ~ h r k s a k  

Dollars a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executjw 

Pommittee for the purpose of making a n  i n t e r e s t  
Cree loan to the Natural Gas Corporation. . 

I n  connection with this Resolution, I should like 
bo inform honourable members that I propose to deal 
with it some time tomorrow. Honourable members 
rill  remember that section 18 of the NatnralJ 
Corporation Act empowers the Governor-in-Execu 
Committee to make a n  interest - free loan to 
C'tltional Gas Corporation with the approval of 
Legislature. The present arrangement with the Br 
Cnion Oil Conipany ends on the 31st of March, and 
~t is necessary for funds to be made available to f&e 
Satural Gas Corporation to enable it to take over on 
the 1st of April. 

3fr. ADAMS: Notice of my intention to move 
ihe House illto Committee of Supply a t  its next meet- 
111g to consider the money Resolution of which I 
have just given notice. 

Xr. ALLDER entered the House and took his seat. 

BILL READ A F I S 8 T  TIME 
? '  

On the mot.ion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
Cox, the Bill to grant a sum of money out of t$e 
Public Treasury and to appropriate the same for the 
service of the year ending on the 31st day of March, 
1952, was read a first time. 

RESUMPTION O F  COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY- 
ESTIMATES FOR 1951-52 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day is 
to resume Committee to consider the grant of s u p  
of money for the service of the Government as pr;o- 
~ i d e d  and set forth in the Estimates for the financ~af 
year, 1951-52. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the Rouse xe- 
snmed Committee on the Estimates, Mr. SMITH being 
in the Chair. 

HEAD XXVII-CqARGES O F  DEBT 

The items and the respective amounts to be ' 
voted under this Head were read. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum of ' 

$158.160 be voted under this Head. 
Dr. C U M M I X ~  seconded the motion which u.as 

agreed to. 
Messrs. DOWDING and Gsm came into the Com- 

mittee and took their seats. 
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HEAD SSVIII-SUBSIDIES AND GRANTS 

The items and the respective amounts to be voted 
under this Head were read. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum of 
$209,523 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. CUMMIKS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. ALLDER: I would like the Leader of the 

House to give me some information as to the result 
of an Address which was passed by this House over 
a year ago relative to further assistance being given 
to blind persons in this colony. I initiated that Ad- 
dress and presented i t  to the then Acting Governor 
who was quite sympathetic towards the suggestion 
cnntained in the Address. I was given to feel that 
rJme provision would ha~re been made allowing blind 
persons who did not have the means of existence to 
benefit by further assistance under this Head. It 
was suggested at  that time that there were many 
blind persons who did not have parents or guardians 
who were in a position to contribute to their main- 
tenance ; it was also snggested that inste of allowing 
blind persons to reach the age of 60 0, f ;? ~ 1 ~ 1  the, 
would be qualified under the Old Age Penilol~ 
Scheme to receive asistance, they shonlcl be give11 
a-sistance when their fathers are not compelled t c  
I-~aintain them after they reach the age of 1-1.. l havc 
not heard any reply to that Address: I think wc 
~:ionlcl make sure that these people are not io1;crci ti  
live in misery; we should make sure that thrp get 
fcmod and shelter and a little clothing by means of 
an increaiecl prent fraln thc Government. As rega1>lt 
tlle St. blark's Baby JVelfare Clinic, I am thaalrf~zl 
I Eat that Clinic has been considered and given a grant 
although I notice that the amount is one-half oi 
that which is given to the St. Philip Infant Welfart 
C:entre. There is another Clinic which has bey1 
started at St. Margarets, and those who have bee1 
responsible for starting i t  have found some difficulJ3 
ia collecting subscriptions for its maintenance. l 
am hoping that the Government will extend sonu 
measure of kindness to this Clinic by including it il 
the list of those which are given assistance. I have 
seen the work which is carried on there and the peoplc 
of that district are definitely unable to contribute-a: 
much as was expected of them; so that those who arc 
carrying on this Clinic have been hoping that Qlc 
Government would assist them to continue the run 
ning of it. As regards the Salvation Army, I f w  
11 is time that the grant which is given to them bc 
itlcreased; i t  is a fact that of the religious den9m;ga 
tjons which me have in this colony, the1 Salvatiol 
Army is definitely doing the most remarkable- work 
and i t  has extended its activities to include the pro 
vision of night shelters for people. I feel that t h  
work which this Denomiiiation is doing pr,-ventr 
many people from having to sleep on the sidewalks a. 
night; and if the grant which is given to i t  were in  
creased, that would go far  in helping i t  to extenc 
its work further. I am hoping that I will get s o ~ x  
information about item 36. "Barbados Association il 
Aid of the Blind, Deaf and Eumb" since I have r?,  
been able to get any knowledge as to the intention oj 
tbe Government relative to the Address whic_h wa: 
passed by the House several months ago. 

Mr. MAPP:  I n  connection with item 32, "Im 
perial War Graves Commission", P see that in.1948 
49 the amount expended was $386; in 1949-50 thc 
Emount voted was $606; in 1950-51 the amouvt was 
$1362 and now the amount to be voted has gone doyr 
t o  $710. I would like to know on what basis the cop  
putation is made. I hope to see this amount reducec 
t o  $386, the same as i t  was in 1948-49. As regard! 
item 33, "Barbados Nurses' Association", I woulc 
like to know where the District nursing centre, men 
goned in the note, is to be set up. I understandIii 

is to be attached to the Nurses' Association Centre 
iu Eridgetown; of course this Association has b e ~ n  
3tarted in Bridgetown and I suppose that most of 
ils services would be confined to that area. I hope 
that the Governn~ent mill see its way to encourage 
t?lis Association to extend its services to the rural 
areas. There are District Xurses in St. Michael, but 
there is none in  other pa,rishes and there is a very 
crying need for them. I n  connection with item 4, 
'Commissioners of Health, St.  JIichael," I would 

like to draw the Governnlent's attention to the 
fact that there was published in a local newspaper 
en account of a Conference of Sanitary 1n.pectors 
and Public Health Officers held at the P.N.C.A., and 
on the last day of that Conference it was reported that 
a Resolution was passed to be presented to the Gov- 
ernor. That Resolution contained some astonishing 
criticisms; indeed i t  disclosed an astonishing state of 
afairs.  I n  the Resolution mention was inacle about 
thr: delegates recording with alarm and dismay the 
lethargy displayed by the Barbados Government. In 
my opinion, that is a w r y  drastic criticism of the 
3nrbados Government and the Conference was pr?. 
s l l ~ c l  01-er by the Director of Xedical Services, who, 
em1p ~ i t h  the Senior AIeclical Officer of IIealth, was 
rcquestecl to present it to the Governor. I can oilly 
2 ay that a matter iilie this must Lare been conceived 
111 a monierit of irrcsponribility. or ill ail attrinpt to 
~ t ~ o w  that Civil Servallts who coille into this coiony 
can ride rongh.ihod orer this Governmeilt. XTe could 
not c.oilccGx~c of il SPI ants in Trinidad criticising 
ihe Governm~nt of that colony; the particular Minis- 
t1.r t l o ~ ~ n  there wonl(l h a w  1:acl something to s?y 
about it. We have been told here that in so far as 
policy is concerned, that is dictated by the four mem- 
1 ~ r s  of this House v7110 are members of the GOVP'CI- 
rient; but if Civil S e r ~ ~ a n t s  v110 come here from 
ireland, Scotland or any other part of the world, enjoy 
shlaries paid by this Government and they are allowed 
1 0  offer any crit1ci.m they like of the Gorernme?~, 
then I m-onld like to h o w  what we are conung :o. 
iVe are iiot going forward to self-govc~~~rneilt if 
Civil Servants eau criticise the Gorernmeilt like t h ~ s ;  
and there are certain members of the Opposition who 
feel that there are Civil Servants who regard them- 
selves as masters and not servants. Some of these Civil 
Servants feel that they should be dictating the policy 
of this Government, but we could hardly conceive of 
action being taken by them to bring down public dis- 
approval on the head of the Government. We ca,mi;t 
always rely on newspapers and I do not know if t h o s ~  
Officers really presented that Resdution to the Gover- 
nor; but i t  is in the interest of the Government and in 
the interest of the constitutional position of which 
we are accustomed to boast, for us to hold some inquiry 
as to, whether the presentation of the Resolution by 
Dr. 07Mahony and Dr. Grannum did take place. Are 
these Officers Civil Servants or politicians? If p e o ~ l e  
can crit-icise the Government to whom they are re- 
sponsible, then they are not Civil Servants; they are 
tile real powers. 

This Government has been warned by back 
benchers that there are Civil Servants who sabotage 
the Government. We were told that if there are any 
instances of sabotage to bring them to the notice 
of the Government, and I do not know if the Gov- 
ernment want a clearer case of sabotage than this 
one. I say i t  is a deliberate act of sabotage on the 
part of these two Officers, and i t  could only be con- 
ceived to cause the downfall of the Government. The 
quicker these people go back whence they came, the 
better i t  will be for them; the less frequently we 
have this type of people around here, the better it 
will be for the people of this colony. Can you imagine 
a Director of Medical Services coming out to a colony 
even under the old system and criticising the Qov- 



smment  of the colony ? He would not do a thiug 
like that in Trinidad or British Guiana because he 
would be offending the British Government who is 
responsible for those colonies; he would not do it in  
Africa because the British Government is responsible 
for affairs there: but he comes to this colony, sits 
a s  Chairman a t  this Conference where a Resolution 
is proposed and he makes no attempt to say that the 
wording of the Eesolution should be changed or that 
he could not associate himself with i t ;  but, I am 
informed, he actually presented i t  to the Governor. 
Imagine an Officer like this going anywhere else in  
the Colonial Empire where the constitution is more 
backward than ours and attempting to associate him- 
self with a similar Resolution ! I say that this is a piece 
of impertinence, something of which the Government 
has to take notice; i t  is time that these people be put  
in their places. We should have ministerial respon- 
sibility because these people are bosses and they can- 
not take orders from the hon. senior member for St. 
Thomas or the honourable senior member for St. Peter. 
If these people are servants then they should be ser- 
vants, not masters; the tail slionld not be allowed to 
wag the dog. I t  is an affront to the Government and I 
take a very serious view of it. 1 would ask the Serre- 
tary of State for the Colonies to recall this Officer if hc 
is going to associate himself with Resolutions such 
as that to which I have referred. If the Govern- 
ment allow a thing like this to slip, more of these 
people will have the effrontery to associate themselves 
with any vote of censure of the Government. I am 
not trying to build up  any case against anybody; 
this case speaks for itself. If we say that v7e dictate 
the policy of the Government, we should not allow 
any Officer from abroad to censure the Government 
in this way. I hope that the Government mill not 
allow this matter to die. 

Mr. MILLER : I n  connection with item 9 "Bar- 
bados Branch S.P.C.A." the amount to be voted is 
$720. I want to draw to the attention of the Gov- 
ernment that the S.P.C.A. does not seem to me as if 
i t  is doing its job. I n  the country districts you will 
find animals carrying heavy loads and going on the 
tips of their hoofs, and I do not think that that 
is what is expected of a civilised community. An- 
other matter is in connection with the slaughterhollse 
a t  the Public Market; in the first place, I do not l i l r~ 
.the word "slaughter," and I do not know that it 
is correct in this age to take an animal through the 
door of the slaughter house where i t  can watck 
several other animals being put to death. If you g( 
to the daughterhouse on Saturday morning, you wil' 
find the bodies of five or six cows hanging from thc 
ceiling ; you will find several smaller animals dying 
and other animals being pulled through the door 04 
-the slaughterhouse to witness all that. I think thal 
the Government should make some arrangemenl 
whereby that state of affairs will be stopped; I thin12 
that some change should be brought about in con 
nection with this matter. I think i t  is rather un  
couth to take an animal-sometimes a pretty well 
developed animal-to watch other animals being put 
to death before that animal is itself put to death 
I am hoping that the Government will pay somf 
attention to this matter and, if necessary, increast 
the amount of this grant to the S.P.C.A. so as to brin: 
about a modern type of slaughtering which will savt 
these animals the shock of watching other animalr 
die before their turn comes. Going back to the ques 
tion of animals carrying heavy loads in the countrj 
districts, 1 do not know how in the name of good 
ness i t  could be reasonable to have animals drawing 
heavy loads up the hills; I am suggesting to the Cov 
ernment that they make a special effort to increasc 
the grant to this Society so that .some relief can bc 
3rought to the suffering animals. I t  is indeed : 

;hocking state of affairs in this age to have a Police 
Department hunting down owners of animals to take 
;hem out of their suffering. 

As regards item 31, "Salvation Army" the 
tmount to be voted is $720. If you look back to the 
Head "Ecclesiastical" you will, see that amounts are 
ixed by law in  respect of the Moravian Church, the 
Roman Catholic Church and the Wesleyan Church, 
m t  no provision is made by law for the Salvation 
Army. When specific amounts are fixed by  law ia 
respect of these Churches, I dp not think that the 
%mount in  respect of the Salvation Army should be 
left to be voted. It is the Salvation Army which 
provides for the aftercare of discharged prisoners 
md i t  is the Salvation Army which furnishrs 
:he Probation Officers; I think, therefore that 
the Gmernment should pay a little more atten- 
tion to this Denomination. The Salvation Army pro- 
vides shelters for  men and women and it is admir- 
3ble to see the people who go to obtain shelter; sow: 
times they are forced to use the floor. I really feel 
that more aitention should be paid to this Dt-nomiaa- 
tion. . 

MR. REECE came into the Committee and took 
his seat while Mr. MILLER was speaking. 

Mr. DOWDIXG: I do not know if the honourable 
Leader of the House has given any explanation as 
regards item 3, "Upkeep of Highways", because I 
was not here a t  the beginning; but it raises a certain- 
smount of worry to my mind, since we see that the 
principle obtaining last year will not obtain again this 
year. I would like to point out as regards the pazish of 
St. George, that, being a central par&, it is necess- 
iry for a great deal of traffic to pass through i t ;  as iL 
matter of fact, there is in the parish a road which is Fe- 
:oming the main road to the Airport. During the last 
three years we have had very large crops, and conse- 
quently, the amount of t r a c  passing over the roads 
of the parish has been increased. I n  addition to that, 
particularly during the last year and within the 
last few months, we have had unusual rains-some- 
thing which has not been experienced in this islan& 
for a number of years-and the result has been that 
the condition of the main roads in the parish has 
further deteriorated. The constant lack of money 
for putting these parish roads in order is becoming 
one of the biggest problems in the island. If one 
compares the amount of money spent per mile rby 
the Department of Highways and Transport with 
that spent by the Highway Commissioners of St. 
George and probably those of other parishes, one 
will see that the work which is being carried out by 
the Highway Commissioners is carried out morg 
cheaply and, in my opinion, just as good as that 
which is carried out by the Department of Highways 
and Transport. As a matter of fact, the Depart- 
ment of Highways and Transport has admitted that 
i t  is incapable of handling any more work. and I 
think i t  must be on account of that fact that this 
year the Government has been advised to have esti- 
mates of the actual work to be undertaken by the 
parishes sent in. I have before me correspondence 
from the Director of Highways and Transport call- 
ing upon the Highway Commissioners of St. George 
to supply him with detailed estimates of each road 
which the parish intended to repair during the forth- 
coming year. A great deal of work followed that 
request and the Highway Commissioners of St. 
George thought that a t  last the roads of the parish 
would be getting the repairs whish they so urgently 
need. I do not think that the relationship as  to the  
amount, of money spent arid' the amount of traffio 
which these roads have to carry is quite correct, 
when one takes into consideration the large sums o f  
money expended by the Department of Highways 
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and Transport, and the infinitesimal amounts which 
are granted to the parishes. I had hoped that after 
those estimates had been obtained, I would have seen 
in  the Estimates this year as  we saw last year, a 
definite amount of money stated in  the notes in 
respect of each parish. The estimates which were 
made by the Highway Commissioners of St. George 
in conjunction with their Road Inspector, called for 
repairs, reconditioning and construction of 41 miles 
of road, and the amount required wasi $86,982; but 
the total amount to be voted under this Head is 
$124,543. The note says; "Further expenditure from 
this item will be subject to the approval of the Gov- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee on submission by the 
Highway Commissioners of detailed programmes for 
the year 1951-52." This year is a peculiar year 
because of the fact that the Elections will be taking 
place. I am really worried as to what amount is 
going to be granted to the parish of St. George; I 
am sorry that my colleague is not in  his seat to put  
the case to the willing ears of the Government. Last 
year the Highway Commissioners of each parish 
'knew that they would be granted so much money; 
and if this year they are not going to know what 
money will be available for  repairs to the roads apart 
from what they collect from taxes, then they are going 
to find great difficulty in  laying out their programme 
of work for the year. I say that the Highway Com- 
missioners should be given some figures upon which 
they can work. I have a copy of what has already 
been submitted by the Highway Commissioners of 
St. Ceorge; they have pointed out that the amount 
of $86,982 will be required and I hope that that 
amount will be granted. If that amount is not 
granted, we will have to know as soon as possible 
what part of that sum is going to be granted. I n  the 
past, even where the tenantry roads are concerned, 
we have had the experience of having to shut down 
work because we had not been given the money to 
carry i t  on. This is a matter which affects the island 
as a whole and I hope that the Government will be 
able to put my mind a t  rest about it. I think I have 
gone into this matter quite lengthily and I shall wait 
to hear what answers will be given to the questions 
which I have asked. 

Mr. BRANCKER: The hon. senior member for 
St.  George has really struck a, very important note 
in bringing the conditions obtaining a t  the slaughter- 
house at  the Public Market to the attention of the 
Government. I suggest that the honourable mem- 
her of the Executive Committee in charge of matters 
relating to this particular Department should pay a 
visit down there and see the conditions for  himself. 
As regards the S . P .  C .A., on several occasions I 
have expressed dissatisfaction with the amount of 
work which this Organization is apparently doing, 
and I have drawn the matter to the attention of the 
Officers responsible. Up to a few years ago there 
were some septuagenarians in the S .  P .  C. A. ,  but 
now that  the average age of the members is some- 
what less, I would expect that they would be more 
active, even if only in applying for an increased 
grant from the Government. The qnestion is: h o ~  
much can be done with the grant which the S.P.C.A. 
is given9 In the private butcheries all over the 
island there are instances of what the honourable 
senior member for  St. George has mentioned. I sug- 
gest that me should provide for the humane killing 
of animals in every parish of the island, and q t k e  
apparatus available for  persons who cannot take 
their animals to the Public Market to be slaughtered 
The S.P.C.A. is unable to employ enough people to 
go around on their behalf and deal with the cases 
to  which the honourable senior member for  St. 
Qeorge has referred ; that  work would require fa r  
mwe  Inspectors than the Society could pay out of 
the aubscriptions i t  collects plus Government assist- 

ance. I suggest that  if a n  application is made for  
an  increased grant, the Government should pay at- 
tention to it. As regards item 17 "Young Men's 
Christian Association", that Association has removed 
into different premises and it will obviously need =ore 
money to keep i t  up. The average member of this 
Association cannot afford to pay more than the 1/6 
which is charged and in some instances, members 
cannot pay that amount, considering the number 
of persons who are struck off for non- ayment of 
arrears. His Majesty the King has seen l t to confer 
on the General Secretary of the Association member- 
ship of the Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire, so that even the King sees what good work 
is beipg done in these parts. I suggest that this Associa- 
tion is well worth receiving favourable consideration 
for an increased grant if and when it should apply 
for such increased grant. 

Mr. REECE: I would like to join the honour- 
able junior member for St. George in  his submission 
that the Government should allocate sums of money 
to the various Highway Commissioners through the  
Estimates. I think that these Commissioners should 
know exactly how much money they are going to be 
given to spend on the roads for  the ensuing year, S@ 
that when they budget for expenditure they will 
know how much money will be in their hands. I 
think i t  is incumbent on the Highway Commissio"nrs 
of each parish to submit their figures to the Execu- 
tive Committee a t  an early time so that  the Executive 
Committee will have ample opportunity to examine 
those figures ancl see whether public money should 
be expended on the roads which the Commission- 
ers have submitted for their consideration. In 
other words, when i t  comes to the spending of pub- 
lic money, the Executive Committee have a duty 
k~ perform just as much as this House has a duty 
to perform. The Executive Committee have to 
see that the object for which it is proposed to 
spend the money is a worthy one, and the High- 
way Commissioners have to submit their lists 
at  an early period for examination by the 
Executive Committee. Having made their decision 
on the point, the Executive Committee should allo- 
cate to the Highway Commissioners the exact 
amount of money which they will be granted for the 
year. I t  is very difficult for the Highway Commis- 
sioners to arrange their affairs not knowing in ad- 
vance how much money they will have in hand. I 
hope that  i t  will be the definite policy of the Gov- 
ernment to make an allocation to the various High- 
way Commiss.ioners after the Commipioners have 
submitted their estimates and the lists of the roads 
to be repaired; so that on the next occasion we will 
know exactly how much money is being granted 
to each body of Highway Commissioners, and the 
Commissioners in turn will know in what way the 
money is to be spent. In  the parish which I have 
the honour to represent, t h e w a r e  a large number 
of tenantry roads which are in a very bad state of 
repair because the Highway Commissioners have 
not got any money to spend on them. As a matter 
of fact, i t  is now a period of years since repairs have 
been effected to these roads; when the Clerk of the 
House was a representative of the parish of Christ 
Church, the tenantry roads were taken over and put  
in a proper state of repair. There are roads which 
lead in and out of the tenantries and the taxpayers 
in those tenantries are as  much entitled to proper 
roads leading to their homes as the people who live 
on the highways. Therefore, I think that every 
effort should be made on the part of the Highway 
Commissioners and on that of the Government t o  
provide good roads for  these people. When it comes 
to a quektion of making proper roads, i t  means that 
you will have to spend money, and it is for  that  
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reason that I feel i t  is the duty of the Highway Com- 
missioners to submit at an early period a list of the 
roads which they have to repair so that the Govern- 
ment can allocate the money to be spent on these 
roads. I could mention many roads whlch lead to 
tenantries in Christ Church, roads whjGh have re- 
mained in a chaotic condition for many a long year. 
I know the hardship which the people who live in 
these tenantries have to undergo during the rainy 
season; I could speak on that matter for a long time. 

I have noticed that there are several organlza- 
tions which seek to improve the social well-being of 
women in this colony, and it is surprising to me to 
see how little an  amount of money has been allo- 
cated to them. I see that in respect of the Chm-ist 
Church Baby Welfare League the small sum of $360 
has been allocated. I hqve some knowledge of the 
good work which this Organization is doing in the 
parish, and when people are doing work of that sort 
I think that they should be given proper financial 
aid. It is true that certain persons, bodies and com, 
panies assist this Organization which works for 
charitable purposes; but i t  is very difficult a t  times 
for the Organization to get anything so as to do a 
good job. I think that the money which is spent on 
such an Organization will be money well spent, and 
it will help to uplift the cultural and social condi- 
tions of the people of this island. I would also like 
to mention that a Young Women's Christian Asso- 
ciation has been organized, a sum of money has been 
contributed to it and we know that that Association 
has actually started to enrol members; I think that 
the Government should have granted that Associa- 
tion some money so as to assist it in being properly 
lsunched; I think that the Government is guilty of 
a serious omission, having regard to the fact tnitc 
this Association has begun to do so much for the 
young women of this island. The Association has 
not started to work in the full sense, but it should 
be encouraged by being given a grant to assist it to 
carry on its work. I should also like to make men- 
tion of the Girls' Industrial Union which should be 
given an increased grant. This is another Organiza- 
tion which is doing good work; young women go 
there and learn a good deal. Lectures are given by 
competent people and I think that some further as- 
sistance should be given to this Organization. In 
any community the women are the most important 
factor, because the culture and welfare of the men 
depend absolutely upon the women; if you have i n  
a home a woman with a high sense of responsibility 
then you can be sure that her influence will be felt 
and the man in turn will have a higher sense of re. 
sponsibility. What is more important is that you 
will h d  that woman bringing up her children in the 
right way. That being the case, I think that these 
Organizations for women should be encouraged, bul 
the Government has only given the Girls' Industrial 
Union the sum of $480. This is a matter which should 
be looked into. I am very pleased to see that the Young 
Wen's Christian Association, the Boy Scout Move. 
ment and other Organizations which tend to nplifi 
the cultural and social. conditions of the people ol 
the community have been given grants and I hope 
that on the next occasion these Organizations wil' 
receive better encouragement at  the hands of thc 
Government. 

~p money along with the contribution of those 
$-h0 are interested in this business. W-lth that 
-iew I entirely agree, and t h ~ s  is a matter which 
~ffects the entire community. 1 can see some 
'orce in the argument that the persons who are 
ilrecty interested in tourism should, as well 
he Government, do everything to make other 
~eople know the charms of this island; they should 
iiscuss the matter and arrive a t  some figure which, 
n their view, is a proper figure to spend in the pub- 
icity of this island, and then go to the Government 
md see what the Government is prepared to do. 
rhey could tell the Government: "This is our figure, 
what are you going to do in the matter?. As I 
raid on a previous occasion, the Barbadian can 
tlo longer go out of the island to the United 
States of America and send back what has been 
m r  invisible income, so that if we want Ameri- 
:an dollars we have to bring the Americans here and 
:et those dollars from them. Therefore every cent 
which is spent in advertising the charms of this 
lsland is money which is well spent. 

There is just one other item to which I would 
like to refer and i t  is the Roman Catholic Church. 
I cannot see why that Church has not been given a 
yeater grant; recently I have seen some of the work 
which that Church is doing a t  its elementary school, 
m d  I would like to say that out of voluntary con- 
tributions a hot meal is provided for the children. 
You can almost call the teachers voluntary teachers 
because they are paid very small salaries indeed, 
but there is no money with which to pay them bigger 
salaries. However, the poor school children are 
given one proper meal a day. I think that anybody 
who has the welfpe  of the poor people of this colony 
so much a t  heart should be given encouragement 
and support. Although this school is not recognized 
as being under the Government, nevertheless a big- 
ger grant should be given to i t  so as to enable the 
teachers to be paid proper salaries and the children 
to enjoy ever?. better coqditions than they are en- 
joying a t  present. When you have a Body which is 
prepared to go to the length to which the Roman 
Catholic Church has gone in the interest of the 
school children, I think that that Body should be 
given every encouragement and the amount allocated 
to it should be increased. 

Mr. BRANCKER : I did not intend to speak 
again, but adter hearing the remarks of the hon- 
ourable junior member for Christ Church in re- 
spect of the Girls' Industrial Union, I should like 
to make a few further remarks. The honourable mem- 
ber is asking for an increased grant in respect of 
the Girls7 Industrial Union; I have heard the opin- 
ion expressed that this Institution is not paying as 
much attention as one would expect i t  to pay to 
the things for which it was originally founded, 
things which are really worth while, but is concen- 
trating more on promoting dances and functions of 
that nature. However desirabre these functions may 
be, they do not commend themselvee to persons who 
are asked to give moral support to any Organiza- 
tion which is working for the good of the commun- 
ity. I have had complaints from persons--one of 
them is a rigid Sabbatarian i t  is true-about dances 
being carried on after twelve o'clock on Saturday 
nights, but there is also the question of carrying on 
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As regards the Publicity Committee, I feel that 
the time has come when those who are interested in 
tourism should hold a meeting among themsellres 
and decide exactly how much money they are pre- 
pared to contribute towards advertising our beauti- 
fd island; I do not think that everything shouIa be 
left to the Government. Only a few meetings ggo 
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph said 
that the Cs~ernment h pdwtly +llSng to put 
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these dances during Lent. people feel that this Organi- 
zation should concentrate more on teaching subjects 
to the girls; they feel that dances should be given a 
lesser place than they seem to be given I am 
just sounding a note of warning because the hon- 
ourable junior member for Christ Church is aking 
for an increased grant in respect of this Institutian. 

Mr. ALLDER : I am sorry to  have to  rise w i w ,  
but in connection with item S. "Upkeep of ETrgh- 



ways", I would like to know why the parish of St. 
John is only give11 $960 while the parish of St. 
George is given $2,103. 

Or. C UX^ \ l lNS  : 31r. Chairman,--The honour- 
able member is out of order. The note explains th?!: 
these amounts are fixed by law. 

Xr.  CHAIRJIAN: I was just looliil~g up thr9 
matter. 

&h. MILDER: I a m  speaking in  connection with 
the h ~ g h r ~ a j s .  The hon. junlor member for St. George 
has discussed the question of roads in St. George 
and I am speaking about the roads in St.  John. The 
parish , of St. John produces the third greatest 
amount of sugar whieh is prodnced in the island 
and the roadb are used to a greater extent than that 
to which some of the roads in other parishes are 
used. What is before us now is a new departure from 
the usual custom which is to ask the Highway Com- 
missioners to send in estimates for work which they 
intend to undertake. We have been hearing that some 
parishes have failed to spelld the money which is 
allocated to them to the best advantage; I am won- 
derlng if there will be created some authority great- 
er than the Highways Department who would be re- 
sponsible for going around to the various parishes 
and seeing that the money which is allocated to the 
Highway Commissioners is being properly speul. 
I would like to mention that there are in St. John 
roads which have been repaired and, as a result, flood 
water enters upon private property. The H'ighway 
Commissioners have refused to remedy the situation, 
and i t  is only because many of these people fear 
going into the Court that they endure this inconve- 
nience. 

Dr. CUMMINS: There are one or two questions 
which I want to a,nswer. The honourable junior 
member for St. George and the honourable senior. 
member for St. John have spoken on the question 
of roads. I t  is a revised policy of the Government 
not to give money to the Commissioners of Highways 
for  them to play about with, as they have been doing 
before. From the experience of the Government a 
to the way in which money is spent in repairing the 
tenantry roads, a few scandals hare taken place; irou 
our experience especially in  connection with the ten 
antry roads and from information received as to hov 
money is spent on parish roads, we intend to main 
tain strict supervision as to  the spending of mone; 
on these roads. I can tell honourable members tha 
the Highway Commissioners of at  least three parishe 
have more or less asked us  to do what I have men 
tioned. The note to item 3 "Upkeep of Highways' 
says: "Further expenditure from this item will b 
subject to approval of the Governor-in-Executive Corn 
mittee on submkion by Highway Commissioners o 
detailed programmes for the year r19'51-52." Tha 
is just what is going to happen; when the Highma: 
Commissioners submit detailed estimates of repairs t 
roads and they are approved by tIie Government 
then the Commissioners will get the money for repair 
ing the roads. I n  the past the Highway Commission 
ers would say: "We are going to repair so man: 
miles of road this year and we want so much money.' 
That is not eoing to obta'in an>. longer T l m o ~  tha 
that will be a bit irksome to the Highway Clommiwio~ 
ers, but that is the policy of the Government. 

A few honourable members referred to some char 
h b l e  Organizations; I will say that on the next occil 
sion the Government will comider applications whic 
are made for further assistance, because some o 
these Organizations did not make any apnlica 
tion for assistance. Tn connection ~ ~ i t h  the Ynunr 

hat application reached the Secretariat too late for 
onsideration by the Estimates Committee. 31y col- 
:ague has asked for information about the amounts 
,~hicli are voted in  connection with Imperial War 
:raves Commission; I will say that the expenditure 
n the War Graves is estimated by the Commission, 
nd there is a certain amount allocated to the West 
ndies. The amount for this year is $3,582 and it 
; subdivided; each colony is assessed on what i t  
hould contribute, and that is the reason for the 
ariation from year to year. The honourable senior 
aenlber for St. John has raised the qaestion of 
ssistance being given to poor, blind persons. In the 
rst place, I would like to correct him; poor, blind 
lersons are qualified for assistance under the Old 
Ige Pension Scheme a t  the age of 40, not over 60. I t  
Las recently been represented to the Government that 
he qualifying age should be reduced, and the matter 
3 ander consideration. I believe that the qualifying 
ge will be reduced, but to what fig!:nr~ it will be 
educed, we do not know at present. 

Mr. ADAMS : I am sorry that I have not got 
he figures beTore me, but l should like to say that 
lnce these Estimates were printed, a new estimate 

been made as regards our contribution tq the 
lleteorological expenses. However, since the Exec- 
h v e  Committee has not had an opportunity of 
xanlining the figures, I do not propose to ask for 
tave to add that item now. I f  l am given permis- . 
ion to increase the amount of this Head the increase 
rill be about $10,000. As regards the grant to the 
ioman Catholic Church, I want t o  say it was known 
hat this Church was doing such good work for the 
chool children that some years ago the Government 
i lcre~ecl  the grant to this Church. To show that the 
;overnment is not unmindful of the good work which 
S being done a t  the school as regards the provision 
)f a hot meal for the children, the grant has been 
ncreased. As Leader of the Government, I should 
ake notice of what the hon. junior member for St. 
Fhonlas has said about Civil Servants; i t  is my duty 
co point out that they are debarred from taking any 
part in politics and from creating policy, and, auto- 
matically, they are debarred from expressing any 
opinion on the policy of the Government. If the 
matter to which the hon. member has referred has 
been rightly reported, the hon, member is mild in 
:oruparison with wha,t I would say. I find it difficult to 
believe that any Civil Servant would proclaim to the 
world anything about lethargy on the part of the Gov- 
ernment. I am told that this pa,rticular Reblution was 
passed at  that Conference with this offensive matter 
in i t  and the Medical Officers have been asked to 
present it to the Governor. I have no information as 
tc. what part they took in approving or  disapproving 
of i t ;  however, if i t  is proved that there are any 
Heads of Departments or any member of the Civil 
Service below that rank who feel it is their duty to  
criticise the policy of the Government and give 
interviews. I can assure the House that that will b,? 
speedily stopped. I have seen an interview purport- 
ing to have been given by the Commissioner of Police 
to the Press generally, insinuating that the Govern- 
ment has been lax as  regards a request made by him. 
If that is right, K shall see that he is reprimanded for 
i t ;  i t  is contrary to the duty of any Head of a Depart- 
ment to criticise the Covernment and sap: "T cannot 
get the Government to do so and so." I f  the Head 
of a Department cannot get the Government to do 
v h a t  he rants ,  then he should resign. It is my in- 
tt-ntion to defend Civil Servants from attack, but 
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when they stray out of the path _and criticise t he  
Government, I cannot defend them. I have to say l all this because there may still be some lingering 



doubt in  the minds of hon. members that Civil ser-  
vants can tell the Government what their policy is. 
Ii the advice of Heads of Departments is not accept- 
*a, i t  1s their duty to carry out the policy of what- 
ever Goyernment 1s in power. Whatever might haw 
been true in the past as to the influence of Civil 
servants in formulating the policy of the Govern- 
ment, i t  is no longer true: we have to consider the 
advice of Civil Servants and say whether we will 
follow that advice or not. 

Mr. UOWDING : The hon. senior member for 
St. Tholnas has not quite caught the point which I 
was trying to make. Rather than the Highway Corn- 
nlissioners feeling that the revised policy of the Gov- 
elmment would be irksome, they have expressed their 
willinwess for the Government to grant the money 
for  the roads on an  estimate baing give11 
for each road. What I want to know is, how this 
amount to be voted here has been arrived a t ?  It must 
have been arrived a t  by allocating so much per m& 
of road per parish or something like that. The High. 

Commissioners of St. George do have their trou- 
bles ~v i th  their employees just as the Govel-nnlent 
has troubles mith its employees, but the blame should 
be laid in the right quarters. One has a, ca5e on record 
of estimates and names of roads haying been sent ~ $ 1  
to the Government, and right in the inirldIe of worb 
being carried out, the grant was stopped. I clo not 
think i t  is right to say that the Highway Commis~ioaer: 
sent in  for money and got the money ; v;llat happencc 
\vas that the Government went into the amount of t a w  
recei~ed by the parish and granted i t  a cwtair 
amount. I t  was not a case of the Commissioners ju?' 
saying that they Tvantecl so much money and gettint 
i t ;  we in St. Ueorge have been careful to go into ~ h r  
estimates, we have allowed for everything possibl: 
and the position now is that the total amount for thc 
parish as shown i11 the note is not even double tht 
amount for which we have sent in. If thc 
programme which we have submitted is no 
going to be carried out I would like to knoll 
what figures has the honourable member got in re 
spect of St. George? Let us know how much of thv 
money which has been asked for is going to be granted 
The sum of $86,982 has been requested for repairin. 
41 miles of road, no allowance has been made foi 
increased labour and I think that the Governmei: 
would be well advised to check np on the suck well, 
in the parish. Some of these wells take off storm wate 
and they are the responsibility of the parish; th 
wells in the parish of St. George have been left fron 
gear to year and they are a danger to the cornmunit: 
because they are no longer doing their u~ork. That i 
also happening throughout the idand and Bridgetow, 
is swamped after a heavy rainfall. I see that work i~ 
connection with the suck wells is to be done unde 
the Head "lhpartment of Highways and Transport.' 
However, I repeat that in their estimates the Highwa, 
~ommissioners of St.  George h a w  not made an 
ahwance  for increased labour and they are only 
pleased to have an estimate by which they can ~ 0 ~ 1  
w e  hope that when we put  in  our estimates, the war 
will not be interfered with as a result of variou 
questions being raised. 

Mr. COX : I am peculiarly interested in the quer 
tjon of repairing tenantry roa,ds. Like the honourab] 
mxior member for St. Thomas, I feel that &p time hs 
come when a different policy should be pursued in F 
fa r  as granting money to the various Highway Commi 
sioners is concerned. From the remarks of the hoY 
ourable senior member for St. Thomas and those 
the honourable junior member for Christ Church, 
think that they have ma,de out a case for the Highwa 
Com~iSfjioners of the various parishes handing ovc 
their roads to the Government. I feel that the roar 

lould be dealt with under one head. although money 
being granted for repairing the roads, certain 

lads are not up to the same standard as others. I feei 
lat inasmuch as: people have to pay taxes respect 

the entire island, the roads should be dealt with 
rider a uniform system. I t  is a fact that -some mal- 
ractices on the past of some Highway Commissionen 
ave taken place; there was a case quite recently in. 
.hieh approximately half a mile of road was repaired 
nd no account could be given for a ~ ~ r o @ m a t c b  
2,000. I n  the end, some person was said to have b$n 
red, or he welit away. There was a very bad case in  
espect of a tenantry where the Road Inspector was 
upposed to boulder a road and then metal i t ;  as far 
S I have gathered, when a survey of that road was 
&ken, it was, found that no boulders mere used at 
11, but some metal was just thrown on the I 
now of at lewt two parishes in which a, very bad 
how was made after the money was granted to the 
Tighway Commissioners for repairing the roads. 
udging from what I have seen and heard, I do think 

is high time. as has been mentioned by the honour- 
ble senior member for St. Thomas, that the Govern- 

should assist in the supervision relative to thc 
epairs of the roads. I mould be the last person to be 
gainst voting money for repairing the tenantry roads 
ecause they are in a rery bad state of repair; but, 
n the other hand, v e cannot afford to vote money year 
ftei- year when wc are nob w r e  that i t  is being spent 
11 the correct manner. The honoufable junior member 
or St. Georgc~ S' olre about repairing 41 miles of road 
11 illat p:,rish. b:lt although the Highway Commis- 
ionrrs of that parish may calculate and send in  to tha 
!overnment the number of mile.: of road which they 
laTe under their supcryision, still i t  is very difficult 
o find out h o ~  many miles are repaired during the 
Tear; sometimes not wen one half the  numb(^ 012 
niles of road mentioned is repaired during the year. 
['he matter is one which needs a, lot of consideration; 
t should be carefully looked into and seen that the 
nmey is carefully spent. 

Mr. DOWDING : I am still a t  a loss in  obtaining 
he information for which I have been asking. Tha 
  on our able member who has just sat down must realise 
hat the Highway Commissioners of the parishes would 
le only too glad if the roads were taken over by tha 
Department of Highways and Transport. As a matter 
)f fact, the Highway Commissioners of the parish of 
St. George have made several representations to the 
Department of Highways and Transport for takinq 
wer certain roads, but the Department h m  not seen 
Fit to do that because it cannot handle any more roads 
than i t  is handling at the moment. If anybody F a  
into the question of h a ~ i n g  these roads repaired bfl 
the Highway Com~issioners-I speak under correction 
-but he would probably find a m e r e n c e  of. between 
$500 and $1,000 per mile in having them repaired by 
the Department of Highways and Transport. I am still 
waiting for an  answer from the Government as to 
the method in which this amount to be vot,ed has he lL 
arrived art; we cannot repair the roads in  St. Georga 
for less than $86,982 a t  the present prices. I woullf 
like to know from the Government how this sum of 
$124,543 to be voted has been arrived at, how much 
per mile and so on, and I shall be quite happy. 1 
congratulate the Government on having brought about 
a, system whereby estimates can be sent in  by @e 
Highway Commissioners, and I welcome the Govern- 
ment sending around an Inspector to inspect what 
is going on. I t  is either a matter of the Depa,rt;ment 
of Highways and Transport taking over the roads or 
the Highway Commissioners being gven  the money to 
repair them. 

Mr. MTLLFR: T had decided not to say any- 
thing at  all on this question of roads. I do not see 
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why the Government should have a Department of 
Highways and Transport and then put  this 
money into the hands of the Highway Commissioners 
who know nothing about repairing roads. I t  does 
seem to me that every year the Commissioners sub- 
mit a list of ten or twelve roads to be repaired by 
then1 and at  the end of the year only three or four 
roads are repaired. Sometimes they have as many 
as fourteen roads on the list to be repaired, and you 
find that poor people have to pay taxes and then 
money is squandered in  the repairing of the roads. 
I should like to state my feeling in  this matter; it 
is that distributing money promiscuously among 
Highway Commissioners-people who have not got 
any engineering skill-is a deliberate waste of the 
taxpayers' money. I would persuade my colleague 
to allow the roads in St. George to be handed over 
to the Department of Highways and Transport. I 
do not think that enough care is expended on these 
roads: what I feel is that the Department of High- 
ways and Transport should be in a position to handle 
both the parish and tenantry roads. It is a question 
of seei-that these roads are built by someone who 
has some engineering skill or some knowledge of 
road construction. My colleague is asking for money 
for carrying out repairs to 41 miles of road but that 
seems to be hopeless. I repeat that the Commissioners 
will submit a list of about fourteen roads and then 
a t  the end of the year only three or four roads will 
have been repaired. I wish my colleague would be 
content with the money which is being given to the 
Commissioners; if a t  the beginning of next season 
they have handled 20 miles of roads then I think 
they would have achieved quite a bit. 

Mr. ADAMS : Apparently honourable members 
will not be satisfied without t h w  figures being given 
them. I said a t  the beginning of the ~Eatimates that 
if hwourable members want detailed information they 
should ask for i t  beforehand just as the honourable 
junior member for St. James has done. A mass of fi- 

B ures came before the Government and we have care- 
ully checked them. I thought that what the honourable 

sebior member or St. Thomas had said would have 
been sufficient explanation. The amounts which were 
sent to the Government are as follows:-St. Thomas, 
$76,247.40; St. Peter, $47,690; St. George, $86,982; 
St. James, $132,833 ; Christ Church $150,803 ; St. 
PhiIip, $56,342; St. Joseph, $48,684 and St. John, 
$33,&0. The total amount required by these eight 
parishes is $633,116. The &ector of  Highways and 
Transport has had to reduce these amounts ; the mile- 
age has been arranged and at  $2,000 per mile, the 
amount required will he $534,000, which is over half 
aAmi$on dollars. Eventually we arrived at  this figure 
of,,$l2F,S43 02 which St. Georpe will be getting the 
lion 'S share. 

Mr. DOWDING : I regret having had to per- 
spire so as to get that information and I thank the 
hon. member very much for  it. As the hon. member 
says, the Highway Commissioners realise that it 
would practically be an impossibility to grant them 
the necessary money. If you allocate a certain 
amount of money to the parishes and the same 
amount to the Department of Highways and Trans- 
port, the work would probably not be up  to the same 
standard. 

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed 
to, and Mr. SPURER adjourned the House accord- 
ingly. 

R.ESUMPT1ON OF COMIXITTEE OF SUPPLY 

On re-assembling, 
Xr.  SPEAKEB: On the adjournment, the 

House was in Committee of Supply on the Estimates 
for the year 1951-52. 

X~.SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House re- 
sumed Committee of Supply, Mr. SNITI-I being in the 
Chair. 

HEAD XXIX - MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES 

The items and the respective amounts to be voted 
under this Head are read. 

Xr. ADANS : Nr. Chairman, I beg to move tkat 
the sum of $269,220 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BRANC'KIEE,: Mr. Chairman, Once again 

I have t d  draw to the attention of this Cbmmittee 
how much we are expending on Government binding 
and printing. Item (5 )  in m p e c t  of which we ar9 
asking to vote, the sum of $'55,000 continues to be n 
source of grave concern to taxpayers. Every year the 
Government is handing a cheque to one of the 
wealthiest capitalist concerns in  Barbados, if not in 
the whole Caribbem area, and all these &areholders 
are pawing rich year by year at our 'expense. We 
are regarded with amazement by people i n  colonics 
which are considered less advanced than us, when 
they learn that Little England cannot proudly boast 
of a Government printery. However I am not blaming 
the present Administra,tion for that, became if i t  
had been done years ago we would not now have to 
face the problem of instituting a Government printerr 
with the vast expenditure it must now entail. But 
we must face facts. So long as we accept the prin- 
ciple of Government printing, prices will continue to 
rise until eventually they may reach a ceiling. I t  is, 
therefore, for us to decide on some ways and means of 
providing the material for a Government printery. 

There is a t  least one private printery-up-to- 
date, and in first-class condition-which might be 
available to Government. Right now I can hear the 
i2amee of various weekly papers being mentioned 
sotto voce across the table-"Beacon" and so on; But  
I am not naming any particular printery now, If the 
Government are in earnest-and we must always as- 
sume that they are in earnest-they must explore the 
possibility of procuring within the Caribbean area the 
necessary equipment to start a Government printery. 
Of course, there is going to be very strong oppositiou 
and we know the source from which such opposition 
Is going to arise; but, even if i t  results in the dis- 
continuence of the reporting of the speeches of cer- 
tain honourable members in the Press i t  should not 
matter. The principle is one which we must not only 
accept, but we must take steps to put  into effect 
if i t  takes us ten years to do it. 

The majority of us in this House are irrevocably 
committed to and fundamentallv acce~ t .  the doctrine - -- 

of nationalisatiofi, and therefor:, a ~ ~ v & m e n t  prin- 
The that the sum of $209,523 be voted t e r . ~  is an ideal thing t~ start with. We need not let 

llnder this Head was put and resolved in the affirms- 
tive without division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Dr. 
CUMMINS, the CHAIRMAN reported progress and that 
the Committee had asked for leave to sit again. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that this House do 
now adjourn until 7 p.m. 

I 

little St. Lucia and other 'small places move ahead of 
us. What is the reason for the delay 1 I can only assume 
that the reason is that these shareholders may con- 
tinue to reap the profitable dividends which we know 
that they are reaping. If i t  so happened that Press 
reports of meetings of the House mere discontinued 
as a result of the establishment of a Government 
p r in t eq  I suggest that the three weekly newspapers % 
might do well to co-operate in the employment of a 

0 



~epor ter  to supply their readers with a weekly dig?& 
of the proceedmgs, of the House. A s  we h o w ,  uo 
remark made in thls Chamber on this subject ever 
sees the light of day in a dail>- newspaper; but that 
does not prevent us from repeating ~ t .  As a ula, t t~r  
of fact, so far  as the persons who now do Govern- 
ment prlnting are mncerned, (th? statt ) ,  the3 
are m e  hundred per cent in lavour of becoming 
Government employees, having regard to the security 
of tenwe of ofice and the other :!menities that are 
afforded to perzons in the employ of the Barbados 
Gorernment. 

I feel that i t  is time that we learn somethit~g 
its to how fa r  the Government have got in their .de- 
sire to implement the Address which was passed in 
this House two years ago-an Address for the estan- 
lishinent of a Government pi-intery in Barbados 

There is another item to which I should like to 
cira\q- the attention of hon. members,--ltem ( 7 )  Fees 
to King's Solicitor, for  which the sum of $480 is :c 
be voted. The office of King 'S Solkitor 1s onv in 
connection with which the public were much concerned 
the other day when they learned that an appoint- 
ment had been made to the post made vacant by the 
resignation of the previous holder, and that there 
was no advertisement in the Press inritlng applica- 
tions. No exception is taken to the individual WII? 

has been appointed, but there is room for suggesting 
that the method of appointing the King's Solicitior is 
questionable. The public observe, for instance, that 
he is invariably recruited from a certain firm of solici- 
tors, even before the public have had the chance ~f 
realising that the former King's %licitor is resigt - 
ing. By this method, other solicitors nho are u n  
the Roll of solicitors entitled to practise in this Islantl 
are denied the opportunity of applying. I t  is thi 
same principle to which I referred earlier in the dis- 
cussion of these Estimates-appointing an officer b.:- 
fore other persons n ho might have applied l r n e ~  thal 
the office u7as vacant. I n  this case also, i t  was filled 
by someone who. I am not saggesting is not a worthy 
person; the suggestion rather is, that when a post 
becomes vacant it should be rmde known to the 1m1:- 
Tic so that thoqe vho want to apply can have the 01)- 
portunity of doing so. Just  as our Revising Officers 
alway* seem to come from a most reputable firm of 
solicitors, so also our King's Solicitors always seem to 
come from an eminent firm of Law officers. As 1 lmi  
to remark a few days ago, our next Ring's Soli, itor 
will undoubtedly be the honourable senior member 
for St. Andrew, 

My next comment is on Item (27) Compilation 
of Annual Laws, etc. I should like to suggest that 
the present compiler, whoever he may be, should try 
to get his compilation out earlier than is now the 
c~~stom.  This is the month of M.arch, 1951, and up to 
now I have not received a cop;- of the 1950 Laws of 
Barbados. Of course i t  may be that it is not the com- 
piler ~ h o  is at  fault but the Government printer. As 
we know, thev do with us as they like including the 
charges for printing, and i t  seems as if we hare got 
to be satisfied with having to wait until April, May and 
June before the Annual Laws. Proclmnations, Orderc 
and Regulations are compiled. From what I know, it 
takes very little effort to compile these Laws. All that 
one has to do is to file a copy of every Bill or Measurc 
thaf passes the three branches of the Legislatnre and 
then add the index. That would take about two t o  
three hours work at  the most and I do not see wly  
these volumes should be so late in being publiehed. 
As a matter of fact, they seem to vie with the official 
debates of this House which sometimes take years 
before they can appear in bound form. What is the 

:se of our reporters working overtime a t  night so as 
,o get the debates ready say, within forty-eight hours 
tfter il, meeting, and then having to wait two or t h rw  
Tears for a bound volume of the Official Gazette L 

111 this seems to be due to th'e lack of a Government 
~rintery. 

lhere 1s one other item which caused me a h o s t  
t deepleas nlght-ltem 34, "Expenses under the W -  
,enlblou ok the LVelghlng of Sugar Canes Act, 19311. 
L notlce that there is a decrease of $200 in the ex- 
selibes relative to thls Item. Now this is very 1mpor- 
ant to  ptasant holders. l'he big plantations can take 
4are oL tllenlselws; but the small holders who have t u  
,end their canes to the factory would be more worrlsd 
,o know why these expenses have been decreased bq 
b200. I should like to know that there b a @v- 
:mment Inspector on duty whenever peasaxtts' canes 
ire being weighed. You cannot watch them too hard, 
,oo long, and too microscopically. I would welcome 
,ome explanation as to why this item should be re- 
iuced by $200, particularly in  a year when there IS 
2 good crop . 

Xr.  WILKlNSON : Mr. Chairman, I am not 
;oiug to refer much to printing, except to say this: 
that the honourable juni'or member for St. Lucy has 
i~ot got much knowledge of the cost of machinery am! 
the cost of carrying on a printing establishmelit. I 
,hould like to inform the honourable member that the 
h\-ideacl on Govemi~~ent printing does not exceed one 
I~ul;clrd poulds. 1 Iino~v this: that if me have a Gov- 
a m l e n t  printery it is going to cost three times as much 
as printing is osting us now. I did not rise to speak oil 
that matter but 1 thought that I might pass on the 
information to the honourable member. 

I handed to the honourable member for St. Joseph 
a list of itt>m:, on whicl~ I wanted information and he 
did supply 111~ n ith replies; but, unfortunately, I do 
ilot have a spare copy of the replies and 1 have forgot- 
tcw tile number of thc item under this Head. Any- 
way. T think that it was something to do with 
actditional clerical staff. l notice that there has been 
an invrrase this yeas. Xow, you know Sir, that wz 
hare iiwreased the heads and staff of practically all 
the dcpartments ancl yet thr Government haxe seen 
fit to inc~r~~ww the aino~lnt for clerical assistance. 111 

niy opinion. l think that our Government depart- 
ments arc getting top-heavy, and 1 a,m suggesting to 
the, hoiio~irablc~ senior member for St. Joseph that to 
increase the amount of this item would be absolutely 
v - m i p ,  partirnlarly in ~ i e w  of the fact that they have 
in(.reased the heads of nearly all the departments. 

Another item to which I should like to draw the 
attention of the Committee is Item 43, "Preparation 
of plans of Government Offices $9,600." I think that 
we voted a similar sum last year. This seems to be an 
enormous sum of money for plans and I do think 
that it could he reduced. F'rankly. the taxpayers ate 
getting fccl 111) What I want to see now is that 
home thin^ is done. A11 these experts who are coming 
out from England are making plans and nothing 
else. 

There is one other item on which I should like 
some information and that is, Item 49, "Training of 
Gol-ernment Officers, $25,000." I should like the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Joseph who has got the 
reply there to tell us whether they have a plan in re- 
spect of this training and from what Department 
they intend to send officers to Canada or England. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman: 1 had better deal 
first with the question& of the honourable junior 
member for St. James. As regards Item (30) ,  the 
honourable member did not furnish me with questions 
and the answers were supplied. I am sorry that he ha4 
not got hi's copv of them. Anyway, the position with: 



Clerical Amistance is that Athough additional posts 
have been approved for nearly all Departments th.j 
demands of several of these have not yet been met. 
Until this is done provision for addnional clerical 
assistance is needed. I t  is also necessary in  cases 
where arrears of work must be brought up  to date. 

As regards Item (43) I have already made men- 
tion of this 1yi.hen making the indtlon that xhe iiouse go 
Into Committee on these Estimates. Since the question 
was raised by the honourable junior member for St. 
Lucy about the establishment of a Government k'nn- 
tery, we have had correspondence not only from the 
Crown Agents but from other Colonies. British Gui- 
ana, Trinidad and the Leeward Islands were circu- 
lated, and we have had replies. As I have told 
honourable members already, printed sheets have 
been handed to the Government. Apart from the 
cost of building and builing site, the expenditure 
involved in the establishment of a Government print- 
ery would amount to S4,800. They gave a long list 
of firms in England to whom we could seqd; but 
when this estimate is taken into consideration mem- 
bers will see that we could not get very far in  trying 
to establish a Government printery now. 

As regards the other point raised by the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Lucy, there is the possi- 
bility that we may renew consideration of it. A 
plant might come into the market a t  a considerab1~- 
smaller figure and Government will h a ~ e  to con- 
sider the p o . d ~ l ; l t ~  of entering the market to -v 
whether we, with cux iiresclit cdllit~l C-Aptr:c.~LL L". 
and Ilariilt regascl t , ~  ;h? ficcal survey eould ~ r ~ n a g c  
to purchase the plant. 

As regards Item (19),  1 wish to rnalec thi, very 
clear to honourable ~nenluers, espeeidlly the honcrrai,i 
senior nleinber for St. John, x h o  is einavs c:? th,> 
lookout for acts cf cwission ~ n d  commiision on the part  
of the Government affecting the Civil Service : the 
question of the trzlining of Civil Servant-, has enga~ed 
the serious and careful attention of Government fol- 
sometime. 1,ong bcfore Commissioner Adams camp ont 
i t  was felt that Barbadians should hrve as good 21 

chance as anyEodS else at filling all posts, I suppose. 
subordinate to that of Governor and Colonial Secre- 
tary. Perhaps we had not yet in those years advanced 
to that stage. I wish to remind honourable members 
that when the senior member for St. Philip was attaek- 
ing the "policy" as he called it, of the Colonial 
Office in appointing Enqlishmen and passing over 
Wesz Indians, hs himself referred to the statement of 
the then Governor rf Trinidad, I think i t  was Sir 
John Sham, who n~as  reporteci to have been annoyed 
at  the thought that Trinidadians were passed over in 
favour of Englishmen. A letter was sent down here 
from the Colonial Office in reply to one which had 
been sent to %em requesting them to send down 
a list of all Bar'badians who had gone abroad, and 
that list included the names of Mr. Johnson, a mas- 
te r  on the staff of Harrison College, Mr. Frank Field, 
Mr. Archer, Mr. Fergusson and 'so on. It was sur- 
prising to see how many Barbadians had gone 
abroad. I t  was the policy in the Colonial Office in 
making appointments to the Islands to give the 
Islanders first choice; that is, if a suitable person 
could not be fauna in the West Indies then and only 
then would they look to England. If that is the poli* 
of the Colonial Office surely i t  would be the policy of 
the ITead of the Executive in making recommenda- 
tions to the Colonial Office. But, of course, you can- 
not take, as in this case for instance, an  untrained 
man and make him statistician. That is why I had 
mentioned in the course of the Budget speech. that 
a statistical o f i cm  was needed, and that we were 
a'sking to provide the money that he miyht be second- 

ed. The mere fact that he is to come here on contract 
for a short time is a n  indication that the post is going 
to be filled by a Barbadian. The answer which I gave 
to the honourable junior member for St. James with 
respect to the training of civil servants is to this 
effect: Tyith the funds provided under Colonial Ofice 
control and with the allocations available under the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Training Scheme, 
i t  is possible that the final proposal may involve 
reference to the Legislature in  the near future for 
an increase in the local provision. 

I have certain coniidential information as to how 
far these enquiries have got but I cannot tell honour- 
able members anything. 1 wouI,d, however, like to re- 
mind them that the Government appointed a Sub- 
Committee sometiine about the middle of last year to 
deal with this particular point and a great deal of 
valuable active work was done. The Sub-committee 
prepared a memorandum and submitted it in Sep- 
tember. The cost of courses of training have been ad- 
vanced from Colonial Development and Welfare 
funds and Government funds, both grants and loans 
for which we have come to the House occasionally. 
honourable members mill remember some of those 
persons who undertook courses: for instance, the La- 
bour Inspector, Mr. Springer, and one or  two others 
like that Grants are made occasionally for the train- 
ing of a police officer. Also officers from our local 
Public Health Department, from Social Welfare De- 
partments and from Vestriles have received training. 
Furthermore officers from our Public Works Depart- 
ment and Education Department have already re- 
ccivrd training. We are too often apt, even members 
of the Government, to forget that training is 
zoing on. The Sub-Committee recommenclecl, among 
( t he  tl:inps the provision of u numbcr of te~hnirsai 
:.cliolarships and courses. study leaye facilities anal 
things of that nature. Already Colonial Develop- 
ment and Welfare hare bren asked for an allocation 
to be reserx-ed for this )-ear (>951), in support of the 
T e s t  Indian Training Scheme. I x~ish to a-sure 
' l ~ ~ n c n ~ a b l c  I I I P ~ ~ C I - S  that the matter is bein2 more and 
more intensively studied, the financia,l implications 
?re being worked out, and, even now, the G wwunent  
c o r l d  come to the IIouse asking for more money than 
that for vhich v e  are asking, in  order that this scheme 
might br as co l~pr~hcns i rc  2s nowiblr. If at a n r  time 
in the i m m d i a t ~  future n-e have to ask for supplement- 
ary provisi~n in connection with this scheme i t  is be- 
cause it is manifestly easy to get a suitable, local 
qualified man. 

I am glad to be able to report to honourable niem- 
bers that the investigation and preparation for the 
training of local civil servants is very intensive, as I 
said before, and continues so from month to month. 

I may say that when we began preparation of 
these Estimates we resorted to a great deal of paring 
because we felt that paring could be done without 
causing inefficiency. However, I shall look up Item 
34 to see why, in this particular instance, the re- 
duction of $200 was made. 

Before I sit down I should like to ask permis- 
sion of the Committee to make a n  amendment. We e 
asking for $12,000, i t  'being the salary of the oil 
Officer which was approved in  the Supplementary 
Estimates recently. As honourable members know, the 
Officer is here, and what he is using for an office is 
just one of the pigeon holes in the Secretariat. I am 
asking that the amount of Item 52 be amended to read 
"$12,500. " Of this additional $500, $200 is for station- 
ery and incidentals, including telephone service, $75. 

The Director of Petroleum and Natural Gaq has 
come to us ~vi th  as high a reputation as Mr. Turner 
came, and I am glad to say that, as a civil servant, 
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he gives the impression of being more a judicial 
officer than an oil expert. He seems almost to have 
stepped down from thc Supreme Court Bench of the 
United States or Canada. 

There being no objection, Item 52 was amended 
to read "Expenses of Oil Advisers, $12,500," to make 
the total under this Head $269,720. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, permit me 
to make a single observation. When the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph was telling the Com- 
mittee o_f the census which was taken of Barbadians 
serving abroad and United Kingdom officials serving 
here, a thought flashed across my mind which I sh'ould 
like to express. One does not protest only because of 
the number, but also because of the quality of the men. 
It must be borne in mind that the Empire has been 
enriched by the presence of those distinguished 
Barbadians-Messrs. Ward, Archer, F'ergusson and 
Inniss and men of that type whom we have suffered to 
go overseas. I regard the matter as only a fair ex- 
change wGch is no rob'bery. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, I should like to 
draw the attention of the committee to one or two 
items, the first of which is Item 14, "Expenses undeia 
the Cinematograph Film Censorship ,M, 1610. 4 
should like to ask the Government to pay some at- 
tention to the system of censoring films whlch come 
to this Island. I have before my mind the case 01 

"Bob and Sdly." In  an island like Baruados or 111 any 
of the other small islands I feel that this picture 
should have been allowed a wider public appeal. 
As I see it, this was an instance in which the censors 
should have made a special appeal to the Government 
to allow this picture to be shown without restriction 
for the sake of its educational value. Children from 
all schools should have been given an opportunity 
free of charge to see this picture. This picture was 
produced with the help of a Government to be use6 
os a means of education for the masses. I do not wish 
to give the impression that I am criticising the work 
of the Board of Censors, but I think that they should 
more or less pay more attention to these needs. I 
feel that to restrict boys and girls of ths age of six. 
teen from seeing such pictures is doing more harm 
than good. There are in our midst today children 
who are having children earlier than sixteen yeart 
of age. I feel that the Government should spend some 
of the taxpayers' money on education in this direc. 
tion. On seeing this picture one leaves the cinemr 
with a mind full of new thoughts and ideas. Yol; 
cannot help thinlriing of _the consequences of the% 
m i a l  diseases and your mind rushes back to man3 
people in this island who could probably make ust 
of the Hospital for this particular kind of treatment 
but who are without the time to do so. 

In  this age special attention should be paid to the 
establishment of a V.D. Clinic where people could 
go for treatment during the night. A step in this 
direction would be the ideal thing if we are to benefil 
from educational films of this type, and I am askilq 
the Government to see to this. With a populatior 
of 200,000 people and with the advance of medica 
science, i t  is easy to consider figures which would 
provide anything like a 26 per cent. increase in anothe~ 
ten y e m  or m, and I feel that if opportunity wert 
given to the public to benefit from the education oj 
such films, it would reveal something for which m 
have been strug&ng for over a half century. It it 
not too late for the Government to consider institut 
iw some campaign for education of this sort. 

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I am wondering 
if the Government could not make arrangementt 
with the theatre managers to make "Bob and Sally' 

bvailable to be used by the Mobile Cinema around 
the country districts. I was greatly impressed by 
that picture and it strikes me that such picturea 
:ould be of great educational benefit to the people 
3f the country districts if they could be made avail- 
able to them. 

Mr. Chairman, Item 21 is "Expenses under the 
Apprenticeship Bursaries Act, 1928. " I appreciate 
seeing an increase under this Head; but I had hoped 
that instead of granting money to be spent along 
these lines that the Government would see their way 
in the near future to set up a technical school which 
has been suggested for some time. I feel that it 
would be of great benefit especially when we consider 
the number of parents who walk the streets of 
Bridgetown every Monday morning seeking in vain 
~pportunities with tradesmen for their sons. When 
they approach a tradesman he simply tells them "I 
want no more boys." As a result you find a lot of 
boys who could otherwise become good artisans being 
forced to pursue other occupations which might not 
be prod-uctive of any great benefit to the community. 
1 feel that the time is ripe for the establishment of 
a technical school. An institution of this kind would 
pay for itself, as the articles made by the institu- 
tion could be sold either to outsiders or to the Gov- 
ernment itself. l hope that the Government will see 
their n a y  io adopt the suggestion. 

Mr. Chairman, Item 53 is "Repatriation of Bar- 
badians from Cnba, $30,000. I should like to know if 
any Barbadians have been repatriated within the 
last two years, and if so how many. I should regret 
very much if we have to spend this $30,000. Apart 
from its being a considerable sum, it must be born9 
in mind that these emigrants went to Cuba and San 
Domingo in the prime of their life. They have con- 
tributed much to the industry of those countries and 
they should not now be left devoid of the opportunity 
of supporting themselves and having to be repatriat- 
ed a t  the expense of this Government. It is an in- 
justice which those Governments have meted out to 
these people, and I have a h a y s  felt that those Gov- 
ernments, througb their ambassadors in Havana and 
San Domingo should make some provision in the 
interest of these Barbadians so that they might not 
be forced to remain in the destitute state in which 
we have seen many of them return to  Barbados. 

As regards Item 56, "Deficit on running of Se& 
well Plantation," it has been suggested by a few' 
peasant proprietors that since Seawell Plantation 
is not a paying concern the Government could 
probably consider the possibility of setting up some 
scheme whereby they could join together and work 
that land and share the profik; or as an alternative, 
the Government could consider leasing the land to 
some party of enterprising proprietors. I think that 
the Government would do well to adopt the sugges- 
tion; because t h i ~  has been a fairly prosperous year 
for the sugar industry, and if in spite of that, the 
Plantation is still faced with a deficit, then I do not 
see the wisdom in continuing to run the Plantation 
a t  a loss. Ultimately it is a waste of money. 

Mr. MAPP : Mr. Chairman, Item 20, "Entertain- 
ment of Petty Officers and other ratings of ships 
visiting Barbados." This ia an old item and we are 
simply continuing an old custom. But I suppose, 
Sir, that so long as we remain a British CoIony we 
must depend on His Majesty's ships to defend us. 
However, I think that in view of the fact that these 
colonies have to vote sums of money a t  least for the 
entertainment of officers, His Majesty's Clovm- 
ment could consider reco&ising these colonies to the 
extent of at least training colonials on board ships 
thereby making them Ggible to join the Britis& 
Navy. I have seen Indians being trained on them 
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warships ancl I c w - i k r  that h e  British Government 
owes such consideration to these coloniesowes i t  to 
places which have been loyal to her in time of war 
and in time of peace. Sometime ago a suggestion 
was made that we should raise an African or col- 
onial army. I think too, that the suggestion was 
raised recently that Britain should have colonials in 
her army. Well, I feel that if the British Coverment 
continues to ignore the colonies on this question that 
we could consider the stoppage of this vote for en- 
tertaining her Petty Officers and other ratings of 
ships visiting here. 

I pass on to Item 24. "Maintenance of Garrison 
Savannah. " Sow, Sir, 1 noticed recent&-and many 
peoplc mould haxc nc tlced It--that on the Garrison 
Sarannah there 1s a polo hut, 1 think that that is its 
qame. I t  has been spuniorc~d b y  a. certain rlelneilt in  
this colony and there are other people, some of them 
n~clnbers of this Ilo~lse, nho arc- polo p l a y c ~ ~  and who 
l i n ~ \ \ ,  nothing of this matter. I am \vo~ldering if the 
members of the (~overnment, linc~nr whe1i thi\ hut was 
being erected or about to be erected. 

Mr. AI)MIS : That hiit hai bcc.11 thrrr el er 
since. 

Mr. XAPP:  This is a new hut. This is no old 
hut. I can see by the remarks of the honourable 
Member that he knows nothing about it. Anyhow, I 
am bringing it to the notice of the members of the 
Executive Conlinitter now. I t  is a favt that some 
time ago, the Cricket League applied for permisbion 
to play cricket games on the Garrison and the ap- 
plication was turned down. Therefore, I want the 
Executive to observe from this action that polo can 
be played up there, but apparently, cricket cannot 
be played there. I hope that the Government 6rria 
enquire into the matter. 

Mr. Chairman, Item 45. is "Clelrnin~ of wc,k 
wells". I think that honourable members on the op. 
posite side of the table have referred to this cleaning 
of suck wells and truly, it is a matter that requires 
careful conqideration. I cannot remember in yean 
past that the streets of the City and St. Michael have 
been so flooded after a heavy rain as in  these days. 
The Government wilB recall that during the last rainy 
season one o r  two chi1drc.n in the parish T represent 
were drowned owing to the iudden flooding of 
wlliee. roads and bridges up there. Tlast year mall,$ 
peoJJlle perished . I t  is because these sucBwells have 
not been cleaned. The Commissioners of Health werr 
reimbursed to thr pstent of $300. Tt ic their duty to 
have these suckwells cleaned, and I take this oppor- 
tunity of urging the Government to call upon them to 
do it. Undonbtedly, i t  trill help to correct flooding. 
The sum to be voted seems rather small. but if the 
supervising and cleaning is to be thorough, the Com- 
missioners will be justiled in calling for more 
money. 

Mr. ADASIS: Mr. Chairman. 1 have alreadJ 
made the motion and I am sorry to have to ask lea6 

' to make a further amendment. I am going to tel I 
honourable members what it is and then leave it t o  
them to decide whether they will agree to putting i t  
in  now, or whether they would rather ponder over 
t l npw figures and let us return to the matter tomor- 
ro- T should prefer the latter decision for the 
Gmple reason that T do not have typed copios of the 
amendment with me now. The amendnient concerns 
-Item 57. Registration of Voters, $16.W." This iq a 
new item and I should iuqt likp to romind hoaonrablc 
members that 71-e ~voi11d like to add it as speedily as 
possi'ble. T must ap )losisc thgt these figmer werp not 

- :%rai2ahle befors the Regulations were printed and cir- 
elllated. 1 will ask honourable members to write clown 
what I am callinq ont : Island Supervisor $16.000: 22 

' Parish Supervisors aaf $120 or 3 cents per voter 
C 

whichever is the greater; (Total $3,210). 213 Assist- 
m t  Registering Officers, $9,630. They are getting 9 
:ents for each qualified person included in the pre- 
iininauy list. honourable membws will remember that 
hew itc~ms in 1110 Regulctions which mere circn- 
ated. Clerical Assistance $300. Travelling Allow- 
ince $50 per month for three months plus allowance 
tor Parish Supervisors; Printing and Stationery 
8350, Incidentals $410, making a total of $16,000, 
tnd making the Grand T o t d  under this head 
8285,720. 

I should just like to remiild honourable rnenr- 
7ers that of this total of $16,000, the foll~ming 
mounts are reroted from provision made under 
duppleinentary Estimates, 1950-51, which we passed 
a iew months ago. Parish Supervisors, $3,210, 
Assistant registering Officers, $9,630, Clerical 
Assistance, $300, lncicientals $410, approximating 
the sum of $13,250. The approximate expenditure 
t o  the .,Oth of March this year is $2,750, so that we 
are really putting into the Estimates now the rest 
of the money that we are having to spend on the regis- 
tration of roters. We are not now approving of the sum 
of $16,000 for the first time. I am therefore, #king 
honourable members for permission to pass i t  as part 
of the amended total which should now read 
$285,720. 

As regards what the two honourable nlembcrs 
on the extreme right (Mr. AIiller and 31r. i l l ider),  
have aslred I will 'bring to the notive of the Executive 
Coninzittee and the Education Department their 
suggestions in connection with Item 14. 1 would only 
like to tell those honourable mernb& that the film 
distributors do not vork their business in such a 
way that anybody can rent a film. The film remain6 
the property of the distributo~ abroad who appoints 
somebody at the theatre to count the number of 
tickets sold. The film is not rented by the proprietors 
of cinemas. Thcy only do the counting for the film 
owners. 1 do not think that i t  would be possible for 
the Government to rent such films. There are films 
which the Government may be able to bring out- 
films of an educational nature such as films made for 
sex education in classes. When we are able to spend 
a little more money, some of those films will be im- 
ported from England. Some of those films we 
already have in the Education Department. But I 
.hall pass on the snppestions of the honourable mem- 
bers. 

The question that Head 29 be amended by add- 
ing after the words Item (57) "Registration of 
Voters" thn symbol and figures "$16,000" was pnt 
and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this Head as 
amended do now pass. 

Dr. CUSIMINX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BRANCKER: 34;. Chairman, ~ m d e r  this nely 

Head I should like to find O L I ~  what would be the posl- 
tion of the new s e t - u ~  of Registering Officers. Doubtles~ I they will remain re&terine officers ; but  I am roncern- 
ed about their remuneration. Will their remuneration 
remain as it is or will there be some increase which the 
advent of Adult Suffrage seems to warrant. I under- 
stand the honourable member to say that it remains 
to be seen and that the matter will be considered in  
the light of Adult Suffrage. As i t  is understood by 
Government that there are additional duties to bp 

I performed by these officers T trust that the Govern- 
ment will make provision for the necessary reasonable 
increase in their renumeration. As a matter 
of fact, sincc they have been appointed I do not 
remember their having had any increase, and they 
might be well worth a small increase now, having 
regard to the increased cost of living and the addi- 



tional duties which they will be called upon to 
. perform. 

JTr. ADBMS : 'Mr. Chairman, If the honour- 
able member will examine his Eegulations he will 

' find that the Registering Oficer has practically 
nothing to do because the Assistant Registering Offic- 
ers (213 there are) have not only to leave the forms 
and collect them afterwards, but they have to prepare 
the lists themselrei; and carry them to the Register- 
ing Officers. * & 

No. (6) of the Regulations states: " (1) As soon 
as an assistant registering officer shall have 
collected or received all claims in the time 
allo~wd by the Act and is satisfied as to their 
correctness he shall prepare the preliminary List 
reqnired by the Act. 
(2)  The prelimina~y list shall be in alphabetical 
orcler and numbered consecutively etc ......... 

and ( 3 )  the preliminary list shall be in the Form set 
out as Form l in the Schednle to these regula- 
tions. ' ' 
honourable ~ncwzbers will therefore see that it 

is these new people whom we are employing at  9 
cents per voter vrho will have the hard work to do. 
, I t  seems as if the Registcrjng Officers will be in for 
a rather easy tinw this yrar. 

The question that the sum of $285,720 bc 7 otetl 
under this He+d was put and resolvrd in the a E v i a -  
tive without divirion. 

HEAD XXX - 1NCOM.E TAX A N D  DEATII DUTIES 

The items ancl the respectire amounts to be voted 
under this Head are read. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Chairman, I beg to mo\c 
that the sum of $201, 845 be voted under this EIead. 

Dr. CUJIMINS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. MAPP : Mr. Chairmail, Item 15 is "Expmsei 

of statistics A d ~ i s ~ r "  I thillk that the Government ia 
rather optimistic abont this Adviser trainin:: a local 
officer in six months. Anyhow there is a form oi 
statistics produced by a gentlelnan in this Colony who 
has served in British Guiana, and I feel that he may 
he a 'bl~ to help in this respect. If we want arzy statis- 

. tics concerning Income Tax -\:Y have to wait for a v ~ r ?  
long time in getting them. T asked for some information 
months ago and have not got it yet. I feel that wc. 
should hare a statistician in that Department. I do 
not think we need wait for a qualified man to comc 
down here and train somebody. I think that we can 
produce him now. I hope that the Government will 
Takp steps in this connection in the near future. 
3Iessrs. REECE and MOTTLEY came into the Committee 
and took their seats. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, the honour 
3ble member who has just sat down is worried about 
that six months; but we have two outstanding men in 
the Income Tax Office, Mr. Carrington and Mr. 0s 
borne, and I hope that they will be given priority 
when the time comes for filling the post of Tncome 
Tax Commissioner. We certainly must encourage the 
members of our Civil Service and fellow West I n  

, dians to qualify them'selves by providing them with 
,opportunities for promotion in the Civil Service of 
this Island. I understand that the Head of this De- 
partment is about to retire this year. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: X r .  Chairman. M y  views o11 
this Head are already known, and I have already 
accepted the Government's view on the question of 
making appointments to these Heads. As J h a w  

s a i d  before, I hopc that the appointment of deputies 
is not a palliativp, but a real and gennine sign that 
there is a desire on the part of the TIcad of thc Ad- 

ministration to see that local people with the ueces- 
sary qualifications are appointed to these posts. I 
think that i t  was the hon. Leader of the House who 
said that the idea of getting down someone for a 
period was just-to give the deputies some practical 
knowledge of the nature of their work. That is all 
very well and good; but I should rather like to see 
that opportunity is given to these deputies to go 
abroad. 1 feel that actually going abroad and going 
into big offices where there is routine work would 
serve these youngsters in good stead. I hope tht the 
Government, in addition to their policy of attaching 
specialists to the various offices, will also consider the 
idea of sending civil servants abroad for training. 

Now, I think I have said in and out of season that 
income tax forms a very large part of the revenue 
of this Island. I t  is one of the Items which I sup- 
rose a Socialist Government more particularly, must 
always weigh carefully, because i t  would ue in keep- 
ing \&h trne socialism to see that those persons who 
make the greatest amount of money out of the Island 
paj t h ~  greatest portion of taxes. That is my view. 
I have alwtys contended that direct taxation is fair 
t~xat ion.  Nobody likes to pay taxes; but when you 
have assessed the matter you must come to the conclu- 
sion that if there is one form of taxation that is fair 
and reasonable. that taxation is direct taxation. I 
am aware of the har(l.;hips which the midcllrclass 
~ e o p l e  who fall under this Head experience. With 
middle-class peoplc, the allowance for children is 
a burning question. I clo not speak of those middle- 
elass people who, socially, are upper-class people; 
1 speak of the other category of middle-class people 
with two or three children. With them, the allow- 
ance for children, as far  as Barbados is concerned, 
must be considered as scandalous; because with the 
increased post of livin:., I believe we- 

Xr .  ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, The honourable 
member is talking on the Act. When the Act comes 
before the House that is the time to make suggestions. 

3lr. NOTTLEY : Nr. Chairman, I am now going 
to talk. This is a Head under which we are discuss- 
ing money. The honoura,ble member may say *at 
bc likes. T have no right to make any amendment 
-,~hich would create a charge on the Treasury. The 
honourable Leader would be the first to stand on hi3 
f e ~ t  and remind me of this and I ~vould have to bow. 
Bnt sometime before now. the honourable member 
for St. Thomas was speaking on the Act and nobody 
tried to stop him. For all I kilo\\, theS cannot stop 
him. 

Now, to get back to nly point: I implore the 
Government when next they are dealing with the 
Income Tax Bill to take steps to increase the allow- 
ance for children. 1 have discussed this with every 
member of the Government. I t  is nothing personal. 
The honourable Leader knows about this matter 
since people in all walks of life must have approached 
him on the question. I beseech the Government to 
give i t  due consideration, even if i n  relieving the 
bulk of the people who fall within this category, it 
be found necessary to increase the taxation on peopirt 
in the higher brackets. I can see nothing wrong in 
this method of dealing with the probelm. I t  is b u ~  
fair. 

i lk. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, Undoubtedly the 
honourable member's criticism on the set up  in t t e  
lo~vcr hrackets of the middle-classes is justified. I 
think that fifty pounds for a child is really too small. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I will ask the honourable 
member to keep to the point. 

J I r  MJLLER: Mr. CYhairman, I t  is not reason- 
able in a matter like th i s  to suppress debate. 



Mr. CHAIRMAN: If you stick to your point, 
I will listen to you until morning. 

Mr. MIIiLER: Mr. Chairman, I do not vish you 
to feel that I ~vant to over-rule anything you say, but 
I invite you to look a t  Item 13, "Refunds of Incomo 
Tax and Death Duties." I aim dealing with the Act 
i n  this case. The point I wi,sh to make is that i t  is 
the people whom we are accustomed to classify as 
the "middle-class" who really suffer by this fifty- 
pound allowance and I would like the Government 
to consider this matter. 

Xr. CHAIR<MAN: The aommittee has already 
had the assurance that the Government will see abouf 
it. 

&Er. &lILLER: Yes; but there is no reason why 
I should not express my views on the matter. I fed  
that the allowa,nce should be raked to a hundred 
pounds. Why I say that is because I feel that the 
Government c o ~ ~ l d  collect about a million and a quar. 
ter dollars from this source. 

Air. CHAIRNAS: 1 a,m ai.king you again not 
to make that point. 

Xr .  XILLER : Xr.  Chairr~lan, All I am tryiug 
tc gct the Go~ernment to understand is that r e  011 

this sicle of the table are prepared to back up 
Xeasure like this. What I want to emphasise is thal 
a way shonld be found to relieve the middle-c!asc 
man of as much income tax as possible so that he may 
be able to provide his children with opportunities f o ~  
going abrodcl for the purpose of dercloping them. 
selves. 

31r. WARD : Mr. Chairman, I feel that although 
the Government cannot take any steps in connection 
with this matter now, it is still our duty to bring it 
to their notice. We all know that the present al. 
lowance of twenty dollars a month for a child's edc 
a t i o n  is an absolute impossibility. I feel that some 
means should be sought whereby a man who has F 

child to edncate might be relieved. We are al 
clamonring for more education; but, if you are p ro  
viding people with educakional facilities on the onc 
hand and taxing them heavily on the other, you arc 
simply offering them something with one hand anr 
taking it away with the other. I think that the Gov. 
ernment should consider the point which the hon 
ourable senior member for St. George has just raised 
That is, they shonld consider devising ways anc 
means of raising the allowance for a child. Twent? 
dollars a month cannot even buy books. 

It may have been alright in days gone by;  bui 
a. person in the middle-class brackets to-day may bi 
only working for eighty dollars a month, and so l 
feel that the time hasl come when the Governmen' 
should do something to lighten the burden of thest 
people. Take the case of the honourable senior mem. 
ber for St. Joseph, for instance: had similar circun: 
stances obtained in his day he would haxe found -i 
difficult to reach the standard which he has reachcc 
twenty or twenty-five years ago. What does twent~  
dollars a, month mean to a man who has to send hi; 
children to a University f At an Ehglish ~uliversi t~~ 
i t  costs between $2351) to £400 a year to keep a stn 
dent. Even if he were a t  the TiTest Indian Univer 
sity College, tell me-what is the use of twenty do1 
lars a month? 

I do not a,gri.e mrith total exemption. I think tha 
that it is farcical. I am not saying that we shoulc 
t ry to relieve or give help to those people by in 
creasing the exemption. I would not suggest an: 
figure, because this is a ticklish matter and cannot b, 
dealt with hurriedly. It would have to be examine( 
with a view to finding out what the Income Tax De 
partment would be able to allow. The honourabl 
Leader has said that they would not be able to d: 
anything about i t  in these Estimates. But  in futur~ 

,hey should endeavour to find some means of making 
he increase. The cost of living has increased to sub 
in extent that even when you place the allowance 
~t g150  for single people and S2510 for married peo- 
sle you realise that you are doing but little. I n  fact, 
2 certain married woman told me, "Mr. Ward, since 
L have been married I am worse off. When I was 
lingle I used to get g150 a year for my income tax 
reduction. Since I have been married, i t  is diffsr- 
mt. " 

I personally believe that this whole income tax 
system is in need of investigation and revision. I feel- 
that a greater allowance should be given and that 
me should find some ways and means whereby we 
5hould be able to collect what is taken off. I n  my 
]pinion, if we are making money in  the higher brack- 
e t s ,  then we should tax the higher brackets a little 
more. If I happen to fall in  the higher brackez, 
then I am willing to give my share to relieve suffer- 
ing people. Very many people who are working for 
sixty dollars a month cry  when they have to pay 
their income tax. When one bears in mind that they 
probably have to rent a house at  twenty or twenty- 
five dollars a month, nott~ithstanding the upkeep, it 
i\ no .\:oncler that they feel the weight of the tax. 

1 am not pses>ing the matter now became the 
hcllowable member for St. Joseph has said that they 
arc. going to investigate it. The GOT-ernment should 
take it w r y  seriom view of this income tax question. 
Only a people in this Islantl today  are paying 
income tax, and many are managing to evade it. I 
was very pleased when I heard the hon. senlor mem- 
ber for St. doseph say that we are going to have som5 
officer who will examine the system and recommend 
a means whereby the Government will not continue 
to lose money in quarters where they are a,t presellt 
losing it. 

We are not trying to censure the Government i n  
any way. We only feel that the Government should 
do something to alleviate the sueerings of these 
people and we know that the hon. senior member for  
St. Joseph who is in a position to view the matter 
sympathetically will do his best. 

The question that the sum of $2011,845 be voted 
under this Head was put and r ~ o l v e d  in  the affirma- 
tive without division. 

On the motion of lKr. A D A ~ ,  seconded by MP. 
Cox, the CHAIRMAN reported progress with leave for 
the Committee to sit again, and Mr. SPEAKER re- 
sumed the Chair and repol-ted accordingly. 

Mr. ADANS nio~ed, seconded by Mr. MILLER, that 
this House do now adjourn until 9.30 pm., and on 
the motion being put and carried %em. c m .  Mr. 
SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly. 

KlElSUMPTION O F  COMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY- 
ESTIMATES FOR 1950--51. 

On re-assemb1ii;g. 
Mr. SPEAKER : On the adjournment the 

House was in Committee of Supply on the Estimates 
for the year 1951-52. 

Mr. S P ~ R E R ,  left the Chair, and the House re- 
sumed Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being in the  
Chair. 

HEAD XXXI - LABOUR DEPARTMENT 

The items and the respective amounts to be 
voted under this Head were read. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum of 
&126,417 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 



H W  XXXII - DEPARTMENT O F  HIGHWAYS AND 
TRANSPORT 

The items and the respective amounts to be voted 
under this Head were read. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum :of 
$626,020 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BRANCKER: It is a great pity that L 

am unable to say that there is any appreciable i u -  
provement in the state of affairs obtaining a t  this 
Department. 

Mr. ADAMS: Under what item is the honour- 
able member speaking? This is not to be a second 
reading speech. 

Mr. BRANCKER,: I am speaking under Head 
X X X I I  of the Estimates. 

Mr. -MS: That might afford sport for hon- 
ourable members, but I am suggesting that the hou- 
ourable member should have told the Committee 
under which item he is speaking; otherwise we will 
never get home. 

Mr. BRANCKER: When one is doing public 
business there is no hurry to get home. I was abqw 
to  state the items which I will discuss when I was 
interrupted. I am sure that there will not be any 
attempt to stifle criticism of this Department. I am 
going to discuss items 24, 26, 37, 38, 47 and 48. As 
regards item 24, " Unestablished Staff," that dealc 
principally with thc casual labonrers, the humble 
workers in the subordinate grades. These people 
have been complaining for some time, and they con. 
tinue to c o m ~ l a h .  ~ i t h  i L,Lt;ZLdl;on. T:,en n P I l c , ~  c 

n wages having regard to the increase in  the cost 
)f living; their remuneration a t  present is definitely 
nadequate. Every now and then we understand that 
some official a t  the top finds that he is unable to make 
two ends meet, and I suggest that something should 
be done b y  way of an increase for those employees 
who are a,t the bottom scale. If a Resolution wcre 
to be brought before this House relative to an in- 
crease in the wages of these employees, it would be 
passed without any debate ; these people cannot make 
two ends meet having regard to the present cost of 
living. You, Mr. Chairman, know that you make 
next to nothing out of your business, and yet it costs 
these workers more than they can afford to pay for 
goods, having regard to the present prices. I hope 
that some arrangement mill be made so that these 
workers will be able to get their half holidays or time 
off to go to cricket or the races without any  reduc- 
tion in their pay at the end of the week. I hate 
to hear the capitalists say : "We closed our stores 
a t  11 o'clock to-day so that our s tad could go to 
cricket, " while these employees at  the Department 
of Highways and Transport did not net any time off, 
or if they got the time, they lost the money. 

I t  is with much regret that I find that item 26. 
"Stationery7' remarins the same $1,200 as i t  was last 
year. I was hoping that there would have been a 
diminution in  the number of minutes passing froin 
the junior officers to the senior officers rnd  so on, 
up to the Head of the Dep:,rtment. This is a m  
of the most expensm Departments in so f a r  as statiou- 
ery is concerned, havinc: rekard to the fact that this 
: :pm tment has no Suatificstion for anv big stationerv 

the first persons to arrive at  these functions on half' 
holidays, and their salaries go on; but  if m y  labourer 
wants to attend any of these functions, he loses his 
half day. When i t  comes to the Government, they 
should set an example to private employers; the 1111- 
established staff of the Department of Highways and 
Traasport and other casual labourers are unable to 
get a few hours off for relaxation. These workers 
need relaxation just as those who are higher up, an& 
I: contend that this matter should receive the a'; 
tention of the member in charge of matters relating 
to this particular Department. I hope that this mat- 
t e r  will be taken up in  the proper quarter, As the 
lionourable senior member for St. Joseph reminded 
us last week, i t  is this Government which dictates the 
policy and the Civil Servants carry i t  out. We hop3 
that that principle will apply not only in  respect of 
+he Department of Education, but also to this De- 
partment which needs somebody to dictate policy to 
it. As regards item 37, "Highways" and item 38, 
"Parish Roads," these roads are being dealt with 
by this Department; I am wondering if the Govern- 
ment cannot see the wisdom of having a man who 
i~ on the staff of the CovernmeM, looking after these 
parish roads on behalf of the Government, i n s t~ad  
of having a man who is on contract and who does 
not know how long his services will be required. I: 
suggest that the time has long passed when the Gov- 
ernment should give consideration to the question 
of having somebody to supervise the spending -of 
moneJ: on roads, somebody who is on a permanent 
basis with security of tenure. Referring again to thz 
Unestablished Staff, I think i t  is time tha,t me con- 
-sider the Key Scale employees for an increase 

half holidays in this colony for race; 0,. cricket, ns Elf. I do not kno;~ h o ~  the honovrible-member <n 
we so often Lave private employers give their star£, ( 1  arge 0;' matters concerning this Department finds 
from the porters a,nd messengers up, h;,lf holidays th? Uep~r tment  ~vorliimg, but "bad" is my word 
off without any effect on their pay envelopes at  the fo?. its working. If the Department is spending so 
end of the meek; but in so far  as this Department xluch money. there is very little to show for the 
is concerned, the& is no half holiday for the em- nlonyi which is being spent. I n  connection with this 
ployees who cviLie mthin t h  caste1 o:; 01 i ' t ~  ~ ~ n c . -  ltem "Stationery". it would be interesting to find 
tablished staff. The Head of :he P n a .  i-?c?it :l,:{! \\hetller it is true that one of the highest officials 
his second in command are freau.cntlv s c ~ 1  to h~ iil this P3c~artmel;f iL 'r  v r i t t c n  itppi9;;n.: iedr a 

transfer to British Guiana becluse he and the 
( 

I l 

~fficial who is jmt  above him, who is the Head, can, 
rlot agree as to cert.in fundamentals. It seems that 
no one caa agree .wit3 the present Head of the Dc- 
partment. I11 conncction ni th items 47 and 48 under l 

the Sub-head "Highways and Parish Roads," I do 
not know if any attempt has been made by the De- 
pa,rtment to appease the honourable senior member 
for St. Andrew, but I observe that in respect of 
that parish there is an increase of $4,370: while in 
respect of St.  Lucy there is an increase of only $1,990, 
despite tXe fact that the mileage in  St. Lucy is 
greater than that in St. Andrew. If the amount 
in respect of the parish of St. Andrew includes 
something for effecting repairs to bridges, there might 
be some excuse to be offered for this big increase and 1 
would suggest that they spend one big sum and 
get the roads and bridges proper$ done ; but thcr . 
can be no justification for this blg increase in re- 
spect of St. Andrew if no threat has been made by 
the senior representative of that parish. I hope that 
my comments in respect of the Unestablished StaK 
will be taken to heart and a t  the next cricket tour- 
nament or race meeting these humble employees will 
get at  least as much time off, without any interference 
with their pay envelopes, as the merchants in Rridgp- 
town give to their employees. 

Mr. WARD : I do not agree with all that my 
colleague has said, because. I do not see how yO71 
could compare the roads in St. Lucp with those in 
St. Andrew. As regards the casual labourers, they 
are subject to being laid off a t  anv moment and th~i7 
do not get anv time off or half days: i t  is only the 
members of the regular staff who get time off. but 



under the Bill \ ~ h i c h  ib noTV before the Legislature, 
these labourers will get their annual holiday. The es- 
tate laboilrers 11a\+ got an  iizcrease in v ages and t l l ~ s r  
casual l a b ~ q r e r s  feel that they should aisv geL 
some sort of increase in  their wages. As regards itrm 
39 "Parish Roads," I feel that  we should make an 
effort to repair more tenantry roads i n  the parishes. 
In my opinion, we have not been using enough money 
on these roads: I n  times gone by a, good many estates 
-ivere cut up, no proper roads were laid out, and to-d::y 
especially during the rainy season, the labourers fiud 
it difficult to get out their crops and they are there- 
fore asking the Qovernment to help them with the 
repairs of the roads. I do not be l i ev  in  having 
cnly the highways properly repaired: I repeat that  
there are many people who live on estates whieh 
have been cut up, and  i t  is not those people's f d i  
that the tenantries are in  the state of tlisrepair in 
which theJ are now. i feel that we should utilise a 
little more money to employ those labourers who are 
laid off during a particular period, in  the repair 
some of the t e n a n t r ~  roatls. It is impossible for some 
people to get together for the purpose of canrassri?q, 
znd  doctors have said that  certain roads are in such 
H bad state of repair that they cannot pet into the  
tenantries at night a n 6  tl:c eople have to wait on 
them until next morning. I suggest to tbe ovem- 
ment that  some go<)tl woulti be accomplished by 
making a change o; polic?, in  I es1)ei.t of these roads, 
I r t u  not q~~es t ion ing  the runr l i i l~  t ) t  iirr cyartment 
of Highways and  Transport, tccause 1 fet. that the 
Head of the Department is I esponsiblv for rrinningj 
that Department, and  hr  shoulti run lt i n  the wav 
i n  which the Government feels IS satisfactory. 'if 
t3e Department is not being rlm properly, then it is 
the Government's duty to call ui on the Head of the 
Department to resign. (Cheers). The mvernment  
should know if the Head of the Department is run- 
ning the Department properly, and 1 feel that ally 
Government would do justice to i ts  employees just 
a s  I would do justice to my employees. The mem- 
bers of the Unestablished Staff :,re v e q  worried and 
I gave them the assurance that  the Government would 
do what is right. The Government cannot forcc 
private enterprise to  pay one wage ancl they pay an- 
other;  I hope that  they will do justice to the com- 
munity. With regard to the East ('oast ltoad, I 
f w l  that a lot more things should be done before 
we tackle that road;  T know tha t  somebody will help 
the Government to construct that road if they will 
~ ; a , i t .  I know that the construction of that  road will 
be helpful to certain individuals along the East 
Coast. but I maintain that  there are more pressing 
things to be done by the Governmellt. In my ol,iniun 
it w o d d  be unwise to spsnd any large sum of money 
on the East Coast Road hefore doing hoinr1 o t h t ~  thrngs. 

Mr. BRYAN: I n  connection 11ith itrill 25 
'Travelling Expenses". I would like to find out 

whether any change has been inacle in  the sy,tem 
of transporiing motor roller drivers and other 1,orli- 
men. The travelling a l l o ~ ~ a n c e  is paid a t  3 centj per 
mile beginning four miles ont of St.  Xivhael. It 
has been drawn to nly attention that ~ ~ o r k m e i i  have 
been forced to pay for transportatiol~ out of their 
weekly earnings; and I have also been told that there 
are some morkmeii ~ h o  have to travel by their 
bicycles to and from their work. I have in  mind 
two private concerns-the Electric and Telephone 
Companies-which hare a system of transporting 
workers by motor van to rarious places where they 
have to work. The Waterworks Department also 
transports its w o r k ~ x n  to their work. The workmen 
of the Department of Highways and Transport have 
desired transport to their work rather than have this 3 
cqonts per mile. and T TJ-ould like the Go~ernment  to 

go lute the matter and  see whether some change in 
~kie present system can be brought about. As re- 
gards the item "Stationery," I see that  the amount 
LO be voted 1s the same as was voted last year. On the 
last occasion when we were dealing with the Eeti- 
lnates in  respect of ,this Department, l asked the 
u o i e ~ l l n m l t  1i they mould consider providing some 
literature for the technical staE, whlch ~ o u l d  tend 
L V  llnpro\e their k n o ~ l e d g e  oi  the work ln  which 
tlwy are engaged, and we m t u r n  would be provldqct 
\n th  better serriw. l think there should be brought 
about a spstenl whereby lectures could be given to 
the star1 as obtams In other places, m d  1 believe that 
tiw ~ o m i n w ~ i t ~  o d d  beneht therefrom. While I am 
on 111~ fret, I nould bite to support the suggestion 
01 t l ~ t ~  honourable JL111101' member for St. Lucy v i t h  
r~'gdri1 to the appointment of somebody to take charge 
t f  the rrp;Lirs or roads whether they be p ~ r i s h  roads 
or t ~ n a n t l ~  roads. l reinember some years ago 
that a Con~nllttee was set up to enquire into the 
~ \ u r l i i l ~  of this Uepartment, and among the recom- 
~ ~ ~ r i ~ d a t j o n ,  nhich  ere mqde was one to appoint 
wni t~bod~-  to thla 1)epartment to fill the post of ten- 
antry  road engineer. As f a r  as I' remember, the 
C 'owlnit t c ~  not only rtv~ommended the creation of th r  
~ m t .  but they selected somebody from the Depart- 
ll~ellt to fill lt. The Committee's recommendations 
were treated after the fashion of that  day-they were 
ignored. Re-organization Committee has recently 
becn appointed and that Committee has recom- 
n~ended the creation of posts i n  various Departments. 
I'oc-ts w i r e  crrated in respect of this Department, 
one of these posts has been filled and the general 
l~ubl ic  is concerned over this matter because, 1 am 
told, the appointment has been made of a person who 
;!as practical esperic~nce but no qualifications. Therr 
is all rn~ployw 11 llo ha? both practical experience 
wild q~~al i f i c~~t ions .  and, to the amazement of the gen- 
eta1 public. he seems to have been completely over- 
loolrecl I have heard praiw being showered upon 
him as regards hi\ efficiency, and I am told that he 
has effe,.tetl sa~.ings where construction and repair 
~ ~ o r l r  is conceimd. I feel that  one who must be 
coonsidered as a deserving Government employee has 
been o~erloolied, and that sort of thing tends to pro- 
mote inefficiency if i t  is continued, because it must be 
i.e;lliscd that the hope of reward sweetens labour. 
I feel that the Government should take some stand 
in  the matter, because the public have their eyes on 
it. If an ininstier has 'been done, i t  is the duty of 
the Government to remedy it. T thro~\-  ont that sup- 
gestion to the Governriient because I have heard re- 
marks being made in connection with this matter on 
a11 sides. 

Mr. MAPP : The last speaker has stressed the 
qnpstion of the appointment of a parish road or 
t m a n t r y  road engineer. He also spoke as if +hcrc 
had been an  oversight in the matter of an  appoiut- 
nient made i n  this Department, but  I must say that  
T do not feel that there was any oversight; I would 
rather term i t  as a deliberate overlooking by the 
Head of the Department of a deserving employee. 
T remember that we, in this House, used to stress that 
a n  Tnspector to the Waterworks Department should 
be appointed; an  Officer used to act i n  the post from 
rear to gear and the Manager would not appoint him 
to  fill the post. However, after me had another 
Head of the Department, this Officer was appointed 
to fill the post. That is a case i n  point;  from vear 
to year the Head of the Department use,d to overl~olc 
this Officer deliberately. It is not fa i r  to any iudi- 
 idl lid not to appoint him to a post if he is a n  efficient 
man. The Control Officer a t  Seawell Airport ha3 
hoen appointed and TT-hy can't thit: t e n a n t v  roaG 



engineer to the Department of H i g h ~ ~ a y s  and Trans- 
port be also appointed? I am hoping that thls ap- 
polntment wul be made. bince we have had an  
Officer supervising the repairs of the roads, 1 may 
say that in certain districts, tenantry roads have been 
repaired and the work is a tribute to the efficiency 
of the officer. As regards item 43. "Special Reserve 
for Extraoydinary Flood Damage," criticisms havl: 
been made as to the work which has been done ix 
certain parishes d e r e  the roads have been damaged 
by floods, especially in  the parish of St. Andrew. -1s 
j ou  know, Mr. Chairman, we have voted money for 
repairing certain bridges and roads in the parish of 
St. Andrew, and I understand that the way in which 
these roads and bridges are being repaired is a tribute 
to the engineers of the 19th century. I t  has been 
said that the engineer in  charge has done work in 
the Army, and so on, but what is not understood is 
that in a parish where the land is always slipping, 
an engineer should t ry  to prop up bridges with light 
material which he knows will soon be washed away, 
or moved away or partially destroyed in case there 
is a heavy rainfall. People who have seen these Lem- 
porary bridges 'built in St. Andrew have said that 
it is a miracle that they hare not given way before. 
The Director of Highways and Transport is always 
criticised in  this House, but we have imported another 
geatleman who is just as poor as he is in this matter 
of repairing roads and bridges in this particular 
area. I am hoping however, that this money which is 
voted under this item will be spent to a greater ad- 
vantage th& i t  has been spent in  the past. 

Mr. REECE: This debate has been going on 
for some time, but  there are one or two points which 
are worthy of consideration. I have already said that 
it is my view that the roads which lead to the ten- 
antries should be repaired just as much as those roads 
which lead to Bridgetown. I want to speak on item 
40, "Upkeep of paved road drains"; since we have 
macadamized the surface of our roads, i t  is an un- 
doubted fact that the water runs off to adjoining 
lands and people's property becomes inundated. In  
order tQ avoid that state of affairs, I think the Gov- 
ernment would be well advised to sink more drains. 
As the position is now, one can see that the whole 
system of providing drains needs revision; as soon 
as the roadway is re-constructed, the water no 
longer runs in the direction of the drains, 'but it 
rum i n  the opposite direction and enters upon the 
lands ~f poor peasant proprietors who suffer incon- 
venience and damage a t  certain periods of the year. 
I hope that the Government will go into this question : 
many of the existing drains have ceased to serve their 
true purpose. As regards item 43, Special Reserve 
for Extraordinary Flood Damage," that is a very 
useful item indeed; however, I am hoping that we 
will not have to spend this year a sum equal to that 
which we spent last year, because last year was a n  
extraordinary year where flood damage is concerned. 
I want to point out that as long as we continue to 
have unusual weather and we continue to have the 
roads macadamized, there will always be damage be- 
ing done to people's property. I think that the time 
has come when the Government should take ~ c t i v e  
steps in this matter; I sincerely hope that active steps 
+l1 be taken by the Government so that we will not 
fr'ave a recurrence of the state of affairs which we had 
recently. Under item 42, the sum of $24,000 t o  be 
voted is really for repairs to roads which have been 
broken up by public utility companies, and, judging 
from the work whieh T see is being carried on, the  
amount to be voted appears to be a reasonable one. 
Hovever, these public utility companies do not seem to 
have any system wh.aYever in connection with doing 

this work; one company will break up a road, the 
Government will repair it and within a short time 
another colnpany ~ 1 1 1  break up the road again, and 
then you have a duplication of work and of ex- 
penditure. I think that the public utility companies 
should inform the Golernment of what they are 
going to do and so save the taxpayers some money. 

Air. MILLER: I have a few suggestions to throw 
out to the Government in  connection with this 
Department. 1 think that in  this age, the policy of 
road re-construction has undergone a tremendous 
change. The Government has a n  Assistant Engineer 
who 1s really a very efficient man, and I am wonder- 
ing if by his work in the office he is kept out the 
field, so to speak. As to the question of the construc- 
tion of bridges, in some other islands the idea of s 
concrete or wooden bridge is out of the question. The 
old bridge is a metallic bridge and I think that i t  has 
more than paid for itself; to build concrete bridges 
where you are likely to have storm water is really 
out of the question. I n  connection with the appoint- 
ment of engineers to this Department, I really do 
not want to step on the corns of anybody who would 
have control over the making of appointments, but  
you can always find reasons to bring forward as t o  
why you do not think a man is qualified to fill a post 
if you do not want to appoint him. I feel that it is 
unreasonable and unkind to make it impossible for a 
man to work; I think he should be told: "We do not 
want you" whether you want to disclose the reasons 
for  tha,t or not. I feel that the engineer, Mr. h e t ,  
was particularly chosen for working on bridges when 
they are affeotea by heavy rainfall ; we have had 
heavy rains and bridges have been dec ted ,  but I do 
not think that we are in  such an  awkward position 
as is the case i n  some other places. I do not see why 
we should have any problem here a t  all where bridges 
are concerned; I would suggest to the Government 
that they think in  terms of metallic bridges; the 
initial outlay in  respect of a metallic bridge must be 
higher than that for a concrete bridge, but you will 
get about 100 years of service with a metallic bridge. 
I ask the Government t o  consider this question and 
they will see that a metallic bridge must outlive ane 
of concrete; it will stand where a normal concrete 
bridge will collapse. I feel that Mr. Minnet has a tre- ' 
mendous responsibility; I am not in a position t~ I 

criticize anybody, but T feel ffiat the Government is , 
losing the services of a really eficient man. I as ask- 
ing the Government to examine this Department azld 
see if they are not losing the services of Mr. Minnet 
who was brought out here to  do outside work. I have 
been examining the posifion and I think that  the 
Government should consider the possibility of bringing 
this man into outside service. I want the Government 
to realise how important this Department is to this 
colony; if they concentrate on this Department, a lot 
more work will be done. You h d  that roads are 
constructed when other roads are more i n  need ~f 
repair than those roads, this Department hws 
been spending money on good roads; in  se-v- 
era1 districts roadq which are capable of wear 
for a few more years are attended to, rather than 
attention being aaid to roads which should be 
repaired. I feel that the Government should really 
pay a lot of attention to this Department. I should 
like to mention that the tenantry roads in  the parish 
of St. Qeorge are  in a very bad condition; and i t  is 
true that these roads seem to cost more than those of 
any other parish in the island. I do not know if thaC 
is becansc of anything being in  the soil or what, but 
I am sorry to see-I am very grieved and disap- 
pointed-to see that more tenantry roads have not 
been 'repaired. I am again asEng the Government to 
pay some attention to this particular Department and 
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see how best they can use this engineer, Mr. Minnet, 
in thr wrvice of the colony. 

Nr .  ADAMS: I have very little to say at  this 
stage ; I am gcing to make a last appeal to honourable 
members. I am making it puuliciy kno\~-n that if 
honourable ni cnbers do not want to huit their friends 
whom they arr trying to help, they will stop telling 
the Government whom it shonld appoint to a job. 11 
honourable nlciiibers see that the taxpayers' money 
is being v astcd, they can call upon the Government 
to rrmore a 111ati. liononrable members are doing 
very wrctlg incll,zd if they give the public the im- 
pression that t h ~  Administration is doing an injustic; 
to any pal t l c ~ ~ l , ; ~ .  individual. I t  is absolutely puerile 
for honourable ~lmiibers not to see that, psychologi- 
vally, nothing 1.0, Id be more stupid than to be con- 
stantly telling sclilebody that you are doing wrong 
to So and So, and what. in a small place like Barba- 
dos, will be thc. I P S U ~ ~ .  I am sure that neither Mr. 
E n n e t  nor JIr. Harris will thank honourable mem- 
bers. Cannot honourable n~embers see that all they 
are doing is to give the impression that particular 
Civil Servants are running to them with complaints 
about themselves and not about Civil Servants gen 
erally? If honourable members want to help their 
friends, they will keep a\Tay from these matters as 
they would keep away from poison. 

MP. AIiLDER: Mr. Chairman, Sometime back 
certain of the roads from St. Joseph to St.  John were 
wa$hed away. The crop season has started and the 
roads have not yet been repaired. Last year we 
spent a lot of money to rebuild some of these roads. 
Fn this area the road damage is extensive and every 
year the 3epartinent has to send and rebuitd 
mme part d a road. As i t  stands now the people 
grom pot31 parishes ape very much inconvenienced 
by hating to go a&und the long rolld to get from one 

bd the other. F1tmtatkns use a part?clular 
foad for t~anspdhing  canes and the cost of tpans. 
$art becmes greater as a result of this road 
be5ng out of rep&. I am going to make a sug- 
gestibn to the Government regarding this road. 
gihce every yea1 yop have to spend so much money on 
repairs the doverhtnent shoukf, instead of repairing 
this Podd cmtinually, extend it right through ISfartins 
Bay aloGg t8e coast down to Bathshe'ba. I thin!; that 
th$t would be better. 1 have discussed it with a fen 

"people h the area &ad they all agreed that a new 
road shoylb be laid down so as to avoid the continual 
destruction 6hich takes place with this particular road 
mrery time that there is a heavy rainfall. phis road has 
given may even in dry weather. If this road had 
been carpied down to Bathsheba long ago, much 
money could have been saved. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, T am glad that the 
honourable member has raised that point. I happened 
to be up there some time ago and I made a similar 
suggestion which, I think. the Department is working 
on. There is a lot in the a r g ~ ~ m e n t  of the honourable 
senior member for St. $ohn as to whether we should go 
on year after year spending money on a road and not 
trying to make i t  into a really good road that will 
not constantly break away. I only got up to let tht 
honourable member know7 that the mattor is bein; 
considered. 

Mr. GILL : Mr. Chairinan-Unlike the ho~iour 
able senior member for St.  Soseph I do not profess t( 
have any esgineering ability. The present state o' 
the main road to St. Andrew, the Spring Vale roac 
has been closed to traffic for some time. The Canc 
Garden rpad has also been closed to traffic and man] 
people are findiqg i$ more and more difficult to ge 
their canes out the fields. The St. Simon's road ha! 
been broken in two places and is absolutely impass 
able. Unfortunately, the worse damage of all hap 

pened to the Lakes district. The Lakes Bridge h a  
~pparently been washed away on each occasion of 
~hese heavy rain falls, and that is no less than three 
himes. Cane growers in the district cannot get out 
cheir crops, and I am imploring the Government to 
'ind some temporary provision for them. I do not 
nyself agree in spending money year after year re- 
pairing this road. I think that the road shonld be 
rbolished and an  alternative road provided instead. 
s'uch a road would also be the beginning of the East 
L'oast road if and when the Government does it. 

There is one other point to which I should lika 
:o draw attention-Item 24 "Unestablished Staff." 
l am referring now to the watchmen. During the 
recent heavy rains which we had in  St. Andrew, I 
paid a visit down there and I found that the watch- 
men, in all sorts and conditions of weather, had to 
be out on duty, without any protection. The 
watchmen have to contrive a shelter of four sticks 
with a roof of cane stalks. I do not think that 
that ih good enough, and 1 do not see why the Depart- 
ment of Highways and Transport could not rrect a hut 
which could be transported from one place to another 
ss that these watchmen conlcl have some place in mhirh 
to shelter. 

I hope that the Go~ernment will bear these two 
points in mind, partictlarly the Lakes district and 
thtse unfortunate watchmen who have to be on duty 
m all sorts of weather. After all, so fa r  as the 
roads are concerned, when the people a m o t  get 
their canes out of the fields they have to lose their 
whole year 'S labour. 

Referring for a moment to the East Coast Road, 
the honourable senior member for St .  Lucp appar- 
ently thinks that they are t h g s  more pressing to be 
dealt with than this Road. If the East Coast Road 
were not a pressing matter then the people & St. 
Asdrew. wonld not have this troztble. The other entry 
into St. Andrew has been veyy badly damaged and 
people are using i t  a t  great risk to themselves. I n  such 
circumstances I do not think that i t  Woald be far  bef- 
her to travel along the level coast. 

The question that the sxm of $263,020 be voted 
mder this Head was put and resdtled in Be 
sffirmative withoot division. 

HEAD XXXIII - AIRPORT 
The items and the respective amounts to be voted 

mder this Head are read. 
Mr. ADAM8 : Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that 

the sum of $44,466 be voted under this Head. 
Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
The question that the sum of $44,466 be voted 

under this Head was put  and resolved in the affirma- 
tive without division. 

HEAD XXXIV - ELECTkIC INSPECTOR 

The items and the respective amounts to be voted 
under this Head are read. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that the sum of $17,093 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. WILKINSON: Mr. Chairman, in connection 

with item 11, i t  has always seemed to me to be rather 
a mysterious affair. *very year the Government comes 
to the House asking for large sums for  equipment and 
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph usually 
brings a list. This year the list is made up as follows :- 

D.C. Equipment, $1,600. I do not know what 
that is. 
3 Recording Aerometres $850, (1) Recording 
&eter $125, . . 
I Recording Meter $150, (2) V.A. Meters $250, 
Installation Bquipment $230, etc. 



That might convey a lot to the honourable senior 
~uember for St. George, but i t  does not convey mucb 
to me. As I said just now, year after year the Govern- 
ment, and I do not think that there is any department 
that is looked upon with more-I might also say- - 
distrust than this Electrical Department. What do 
we get from i t ?  Can the honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph tell me what takes place? I plead 
ignorance as to what is done in that Department. 
I will speak no more at  the moment, ~ I L ?  
I hope that the honoura,ble senior member for St. 
Joseph will endeavour to explain how the equipment 
which I have been informed by people nho are S ~ J - I -  

posed to know, that some of these instruments which 
have been imported in the past three years have be'n 
lying in store without being used a t  all. I may be 
wrong, but if I am, I ask the honourable membei- 
to correct me. Unless I can get a satisfactorv ex- 
planation I shall move the redktion of Item i1 by 
$5,000. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, No iiieinLer of 
the Government would approach this matter I11 any 
different spirit than the spirit in which the honour- 
able member who has just sat down has approached 
it. If honourable members will follow his argu- 
nwnt they will see that they should vote the whole 
c,f this sum. On the Estimates Comnlittee we made 
the Electrical Inspector justify every farthing of this 
410,000 which represents but a quarter of what he 
said he needed. He gave us an amazing amount of 
figures relative to the amount of checkings he ha* 
to do and the number of checkings he has not been 
able to do by reason of the mere fact that we are 
.suspicio~s of that Department. We have reduced 
bjv eetimate from $40,000 to $10,000 and not until 
he could persuade us that these items are absolutely 
important. He  is supposed to test all electrice1 
wiring in  this Island both actual and potential, and 
he is &lso supposed to test all equipment for motor 
cars W a to preqent radio disturbance and so on. 
Hoasurable mewbets may not be electrical engineers 
like the honourable senior member for St. Qeorge. but 
ali of us have had i t  explained from time to time 
Bhat electric meters do not always seem to be arrcn- 
rase, Vb @lectsioal Inspector has eapl&ined that 
he canrlot be expected to produce accurate testings 
when we nedect to give him essential  instrument,^ 
with whirh to do his testing work. We have cut 
down on t h k  item and we are certain that these 
are the bare nece~sities. 

I am asking the Committee, and the honourable 
junior member for Xt. James in particular, not 
1.0 mt down Item 11. 

Mr. WARD : Mr. Chairman, The honoiirable 
senior Member for St. Joseph has just mentioned 
a list from which he quoted the sum of $7,600 for 
DC equipment. Well, Sir, as far  as I know, the 
nurrent used by the Electric aompanS is A C  cur- 
rent. from which even road lighting is obtained. I 
really do not understand why the Electric Inspector 
should want DC testing equipment when we only use 
DC current ill factories. Fra,nkl-y, I do not see the 
need for these instruments. If i t  were compulsory 
that he shonlcl test wiring in factories then 1 could 
understand the need for high tension DC equipment. 
Tn that case we shouid have to vote the money, be- 
cause it goes without saying, that he would not be 
able to make his testings withortt it. 

Mr. ADAMS: He pointed out what I do not 
think is a secret; that is, that there were times in 
this Island when insurance companies were afraid of 
imuring houses with electric appliances and wirings 
which had not been subjected to inspection. But in- 
spection of electrical installations in all buildings, 

whether public or private, came about after the 
passing of the Act governing this procedure. 

Mr. IVARD: I think that that is satisfactory. 
The question that the sum of $17,003 be %cted 

under this Head was put and resdived in  the affirm- 
ative without division. 

HEAD XXXV-HOUSING BOARD 

Mr. ADA3IS: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that 
the sum of $21,940 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to secoqd that. 
Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I am asking 

that the alloeation of spots a t  the Bay and Pine 
Estates be expedited. I have met some house-owners 
whose landlords have given them notice of reinoval 
and I think that their delay in giving up the tenancy 
is due to the fact that they are av-aiting spots a t  
these Estates. It may be that increased staff is 
needed in order to speed up the allocation of the 
spots. The delay is embarrassing many people who 
are left with no alternative but to ask their land- 
lords to wait on them. I hope that the housing au- 
thorities will do their utmost to help these people in  
the shortest possible time. I know that work is being 
done, but I should like to have matters expedited. 

The question that the sum of $21,940 be voted 
under this Head was put and resolved in  the a b -  
ative without division. 

The items arld the respective amounts to  be 
voted under this Head are &re read. 

Mr. ADAMS: Xr. Ohairman, I .beg to move 
that the sum of $24,564 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. OUMMIMS seconded the motian wMoh 
agreed to. 

READ X X X V I l T 4 L D  ABE PENSIONS 

The items and the respective ammnts to l% 
voted under this Head are read. 

Mr. ADkMS: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that the sum of $475,0100 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to seomd that. 
Mr. ALLDER.: Mr. Chairman, These poor old 

folk have to travel so many miles to get thesr pen- 
sions that I h a w  been wondering whether we should 
not consider the idea of getting i t  to  them by p ~ s t .  I 
&m thinking particularly of the people in the cbuntry 
districts such as the College S~rvannah. That mgges- 
tion wag made some time back ahd I am Wondering 
if the Government have as yet given any considera- 
tion to it. 

Mr. MAPP : Mr. Chairman, The point which 
has been raised by the honourable senior member for  
St. John is worthy of consideration. I have net had 
many complaints froxi the narisb I represent,. but 
I kpow for a fact that. especially around the Christ- 
mas season, people compIah very bitterly. The pay 
master in St. Peter hsa a lot of worlr to do, bnt f 
suppose that the same thing happens to a more or 
lew degree in other place$, afid I think that the mg- 
gestion could be taken into consideration. Although 
it is clear that the GTovefnment is not inclined t o  
increase the administrative expenses u h d p  this 
Read, yet f think that they d ~ o b j d  t r y  to redfree at? 
burden, especiali7 at Christmas time. 

Thn question that the sum of $475,0Q0 be voted 
under this Head was put and resolved i n  the affirm- 
ative without division. 



HEAD XL---WATERWORKS 

The items and the respective amounts to be 
to be voted under this Head are read. 

Xr. ADABIS: Mr. Chairinan, I beg to move that 
the sum of $553,441 be voted under this IIead. 

Dr. CUhLMlSS: 1 beg to second that. 

Mr. ALLDER : Mr. Chairman, Item 18 is " Pump- 
ing Expenses, $223,000". I have been informerd that 
a new boiler which has teen erected recently and 
which has been ill operation for only three months 
has burst. This: must mean a great loss to the tax- 
payers of this Islancl. I hare been told too, that they 
have started to demolish it. Such work is done by 
contract, as honourable members know, and I am 
wondering if, in connection with such contracts, the 
Government employs anyone with technical know- 
ledge to see that they get good and sufficient work 
from the contractors whoever they may be. I t  is 
very disappointing having decided to spend so mnch 
money 0.n the water service, to have a boiler bursting 
within three months after operation. A thing like 
this leaves me in doubt. I am not a technicd man 
and, therefore, I should like to know whether the 
fault is with those who have put down the machin- 
ery, or whether i t  is with the manufacturers. The 
Government should be in a position to know whether 
the job was properly done or whether the Crown 
Agents dia their duty in selecting the best quality 
machinery. 

There is another point arising under Item 21, 
"Plumbing Expenses, $100,000". honourable mem- 
bers will notice that every time this item appears in  
the annual Estimates there used to be an increase, 
and i t  is remarkable that in this year there is a de- 
crease. I do not know if honourable members notice the 
frequenty with which the taps leak nowadays. I t  can- 
not be that they have not got enough washers. I know 
some businesss houses which have had their taps 
rewashered, so to speak, and the washers have lasted 
only a few weeks. I am wondering if this is due to a 
fault in the material or  the workmanship. 

I must again draw the attention of Government 
to the demands of a large section of the taxpayers in 
the Stuart Hill area where i t  was proposed to lay a 
main since the War (World War 11). Many valuable 
houses are being erected there and the tenants will 
have to travel long distances on the main road in 
order to get water. It is time that something should 
be done to ameliorate the conditions in this area. 

I n  College Bottom, too, similar conditions obtain. 
Passing along Codrington College on the way to St. 
Philip many valuable houses have been erected along 
the route; but unfortunately, the tenants have to go 
to other districts to fetch water. I have been told 
i t  is proposed to erect a 4-inch main there; but  as 
yet, nothing has been done, and the people are 
wondering why they have been left out in spite of 
having read of the large sums of monev that axe 
beingvspent for the Gpansion of the" service. I 
noticed that some stand pipes have been erected in 
other areas; but these are areas which have been 
built up  over a period of time by a greater number 
of tenants. At  any rate, i t  is imperative that some- 
thing be done in the immediate future. 

I cannot forget that there is still mnch dissatis- 
faction among the workers of these pumping stations. 
I am wondering why there is such reluctance on the 
part of the Government to come to their assistance. 
There is one remarkable feature and i t  is this: a t  
times men are taken from Bowmanston and sent d o m  
to the Belle for periods of weeks and sometimes, 
months. These men leave at  sunset and have to 
travel, sometimes all during the night to and from 

;he Belle and Bowmanston and thence to their re- 
;pective homes in St. John. 

I haw been told that if, for instance an employee 
s sent from Bowmanston to the Belle to work for 
hree months he is paid travelling allowance a t  the 
pate of 18 cents to the Belle and 26 cents return to 
Bonmanston. I think i t  is unreasonable to expect 
hese men to travel to and fro day and night for so 
little. I think that the Government should increase 
:heir travelling allowance. When we consider that 
 hey are bound to go to work in  fair or foul weather, 
ihe allowmce is really too small. I will not make any 
more argument now, I will ~ n l y  say that a thorough 
mvestigation is needed. The men still continue to 
:omplain, although the Government have said in thls 
House on several occasions that everything is O.K. 

The truth is that when an investigation is being 
made-this is what the men have told me-they are 
~ o t  approached. The Head of the Department is 
sought, and matters are discussed with him. I n  this 
way the trne position is not seen by the person making 
the investigation. This is a Department in which all 
the worker6 are expected to do their utmost to keep 
up  a regular supply of water and, therefore, no 
amount of encouragement should be considered too 
much to enable them to carry through their duties. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, I have only one 
point to make. 1 am asking that the Government 
consider establishing a distribution department t o  
the present Water Works service. Any waterworks 
should have a department where they can con- 
veniently distribute the service. With anything you 
are selling you should havv. a distribution service. 

People have never ceased to complain of the 
length of time that their names have to be kept on a 
waiting list before they can have water installed. 
Everyone knows that the Head of our Water Works 
Department is a keen and efficient man. But th'e 
time has come when we should be happy to abandon 
our present tardy methods and resort to a more 
up-to-date and efficient distribution service. There 
are man-  districts where the people are afraid to 
erect houses because of a lack of water. Take intb 
consideration a little Island like Dominica or even 
Trinidad for instance; they restrict the installation of 
the water service with such severity as to make it im- 
possible for many people to install water. It may 
sound strange, but it is true. A11 the water services 
of the 'CJnited States of America have a distribution 
department. I can understand the delay in  years 
past when the Water Works were responsible for 
all t h ~  installations and the supply of the material. 
The method of installing water services to-day is 
obsolete. Vndoubtedly, the Government should see 
that they use lead piping which would last longer. 
Bat if the absence of lead pipe is going to cause 
people to be denied the use of water, then I think 
that the Government should take stem all the sooner 
to set up a distribution department. I n  the City and 
parts of St. Michael they still use the push-wheel 
cart, and this entails a type of labour that makes 
installations expensive. Instead, they should use 
those small 'pick-ups' which would enable the 
plumbers to travel around with a greater measure 
of facility and speed, and carry larger quantities of 
equipment too. No enterprising company, Govern- 
ment or otherwise would continue to use a push- 
wheel cart in this age. 

My reason for stressing the need for a distribu- 
tion department is on account of the many people 
who are afraid to appIy for water service, being 
under the impression that they will have to wait too 
long. I n  some large sections of the community many 
people claim to have been on the waiting list for ax 

I long as three years. The correct thing for the Govern- 
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ment to do is to set this distribution department u p  
and advertise it. I t  will surprise them to see how sbnd 
in  what short time i t  mould expand. 

I am not aware that a distribution department 
would entail any elaborate or prohibitive expenditure ; 
but even if i t  did, the expenditure would be justi£ied, 
as such a Department is almost imperative. I leave 
it to the Government to consider the suggestion. 

Xr. ADAMS : Mr. Chairman, I shall bear i n  
mind what the honourable member has said. Three 
parts of the 7iTTater Works is distributive, and there- 
fore, I really cannot see what the honourable mem- 
ber is driving at. Shortage of pipes is the answer to 
the problem of those people who cannot get water, 
and naturally, i t  is getting worse every day. We 
sent for pipes and have beell told that we have got 
to wait until some other place has been supplied. I 
myself paid two visits to the Colonial Office in  1949 
and mentioned to them the strong feelings of the 
members of the House on the matter. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, I do not want the 
Committee to misunderstand me. I understand 
quite well that the water running through any pipe 
line is distributive. The answer as the honourable 
member has said, is pipe. But I was not thinking of 
4 and 6iinch cast iron mains; I was thinking of gal- 
vanised pipe; you can get galvanised pipe a t  any com- 
mercial firm in town. We have never suffered from 
a shortage of it. 

The question that the sum of $553,441 be voted 
under this Head was put and resolved in the affirma 
tive without division. 

HEAD XLI-SOCIAL WELFARE 

The items and the respective amounts to be 
voted under this Head are read. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that the sum of $2,756 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I 'beg to second that. 
Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, This is one De- 

partment which I feel is doing next to nothing. But  
besides that we should like to see the effect of its 
work on the people. So far as I can see, this Ile- 
partment has done nothing to help to improve the 
culture of the people. I feel i t  is a waste of time 
and money. The difficulty is that whenever some- 
thing is attempted it resnlts in misdirected enr.rgy; 
i t  never reaches the people for whom, I believe, the 
Department was set up, the ordinary woman in 
the street, for instance. I hope I am not mistaken 
in my judgment, but from my observation, whenever 
a move is made i t  is more or less designed to attract 
people who are already in a position to offer them- 
selves social and cultural amenities. You might, for 
instance, find the Head of this Department going 
to the GGls' Industrial Union, to a college or school ; 
that is alright in  its way. But what I have never 
seen and what I hope to see is that these officers go 
down in the slums, and help the underprivileqed 
there; and in all those districts where you find a, lot 
of little girls running around and having nobody 
to direct them along tEe proper paths of life. 

Social welfare officers should not wait for people 
to ask where they are, they should look for those T T ~ O  

are in need of social uplift anti invite them to come 
forward and make use of their services. Unless 
this is done, social werfare is missing its mark. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Chairman, It is only fair to 
say this : ever since Barbados Welfare was started and 
was given its blessing in a broadca~t speech by  Sir 

Grattan Bushe we have been trying to get back to 
the original position from which we started. If 
what the honourable member says is true, that  no 
tangible sigm of the work of this Department can 
be discerned, i t  is because the duties of the Social 
Welfare Officer have never been properly defined. 
Such was the case with Miss Ibberson. She was sent 
down here to do a job for Colonial Development and 
Welfare ; but owing to the conflicting idea of a social 
welfare department existing simultaneously with 
Barbados Welfare Ltd. desiring to operate a com- 
pany in order to give Barbados Welfare a chance, 
her duties had never been properly defined. Steps, 
ho~vever, very active, both locally and a t  the Colonial 
Office, are being taken to put the office of Social 
Welfare Officer on a proper footing. The question 
was raised once, and for some reason or other, had 
to be put in the background. Since then discussion 
has been resumed, and I expect that within a short 
time I shd l  be able to come to the House mith a 
declaration as to what the specific duties of the 
officers of this Department are. 

I must point out to the honourable member 
though, that these welfare officers have been ap- 
pointed quite recently, and therefore it is too early 
to say that the new ~igle of the Social Welfare b e -  
partment has not produced any results. Let i t  be 
remembered by the honourable senior member for 
St. John that  i t  is easy to get up  m y  par t  of tha 
world, including the British Empire and the United 
States, and point to slums mith lives like thosy of 
"Bob and Sally" and little girls who should have 
more and better contacts. There are slums from 
the North Pole to Chije. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, With the r e -  
marks of the  honourable Leaaer I feel a bit re- 
lieved. As he has stated, the duties of those officers 
have never been defined. 

I find under this Head that there has been an 
increase of $9,920. Although I am an  ardent believer 
in social welfare, I feel that this is a department on 
~ h i c h  the Government should be unwilling to spend 
more money. My opinion is that the results ar:2 not 
justifying the expenditure. 

I notice that Item 5 concerns furniture and office 
equipment and that item 13 is for  office-fumi- 
ture too. Can the Honourable Leader explain that? 

JIr. ADAMS: fiem 8 is the normal expenditme. 
[tem 13 is for the new District Welfare Officers. 

The question that the sum of $2,756 be voted 
cnder this Head was put  and resolved in  the aErma- 
tive without division. 

Mr. mTILKIhmN: It is getting near to mid- 
[light, and 1 beg to move, Mr. &airman, that you do 
now report progress and ask for leave for the Com- 
mittee to sit again. 

Mr. GODDARD seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN reported the passing in G m -  
mittee of Resolutions totalling $5,654,507 and Nr. 
SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported accord- 
ingly. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this House do 
now adjourn until tomorrow, the 20th instant, at 
4 p.m. 

Dr. Cnxa~ms seconded the motion which was 
agreed to, and Mr. S~EAKEI). adjourned the House 
accordingly. 




