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Wednesday, 21st ~Na,vch, 1951. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly 

met at 4 o'clock p.m. to~day.  
Present : 

, His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS, (Speaker; ; 
Mr. L. E. S ~ I T H ,  (Chairnzmn of Committees), Di 

, . H. G. H.  CUMMINS, M.D. ,  C.M., Messrs. 0. T 
ALL~ER, F. E. MILLER, R. G. MAPP, U. E .  Cox, F. L 
WALCOTT, G.  H. ADAMS, B .A. ,  H .  A .  DOWDING an1  

'. .B. L. WARD. 
8 

, , Prayers were read. 

MINUTES. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that the Minutes of the last meeting are 
not yet ready for wnfirmation. 

Messrs. ~IIOTTLEP, WILKINSON and BRYAN entered 
the House and took their seats. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE REGISTRA- 
TION DISTRICTS ORDER, 1951 

best to arrange the districts. The last conversation 
which I had with the late honourable junior member 
for St. Andrew was a conversation in  which he pointed 
out to me that there were several anomalies in  the divi- 
sion of the parish of Bt. Andrew as set out in  t h e ~ e  
proposals here; but I had to point out to him that  
although i t  was true that these proposals mean that 
some people l i ~ i n g  on one side of the street would go 
to one polling station, and  people living a few yard4 
mvay on the other side of the street would go a mile 
from the first lot to another polling station, that was 
unawoidable. The late hon. member's -view was, and 
the view of other people is, that the island should be 
divided according to well-known villages. It might 
lead to even more anomalies if you had an  invisible 
line between the parishes than if you divided the 
island by roads, so that the Government decided that 
the recommendations of Mr. Chase would lead to the 
same anomalies as might be said to exist in  other 
arrangements. Some people who live in  Baxters Road 
vote in St. Michael while others vote in the City; 
there was a case in the Law Courts in  which there 
was a row between a husband and his wife m d  he 
raised the poifit that she brought him up  in the wrong 
Polite Court, that he was living in  a difierent parish 
from her. The house was ~ t u a t e d  between the parishes 
of Christ Church and St. JIichael and the husband's 
hedroom was in St. Michael and the wife's bedroom 
was in Christ Church. The same thing applies to plan- 
tations ; some plantations are situated partly in  one 
parish and partly in  another. As far  as the Govern- 
ment can see, every objection which can he raised to 
the divisions here. can be raised to any sort of division 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the 
stands in the name of the honourable senior member 
for S%. Joseph :-To move the passing of the followina 
Resolution :-Resolution to approve the Order entitled 
the "Registration Districts Order 1951" made by the 
aovernor-in-Exec~tive Committee on the 3rd day of 
March, 1951, under the provisions of Section 4 of the 
@p&ial Registration of Voters (General i l ssembl~)  based on any othkr principle. I hop; that hen. mem- 
Act, 1951. 

Mr. ADAKS: The inere novelty of the necessitil 
for the preparation of new Voters' Lists- must (lf 
course, cause all of us to have doubts as  to whether 
?he division which is here proposed by the Govern- 
ment, acting on the best advice i t  could get, is sound 

, , o r  not ; but i t  appears to me and it appears to the 
. Government that the principle 011 which the Govern- 

ment has acted is sound. That is to say that Mr. 
. Chase, who was responsible for taking the 1 s t  census, 
and  who, in dividing the island into districts for the 
purpose of taking that census, knew the difficulties 

* in connection therewith, was obviously the best choice 
for advising us as to how to divide the districts for 
~e&tVt ion  Purposes. Anybody who ha had to do 
with social affairs in Barbados as Mr. Chase has 
had to do, apart from having t a  do with taking the 
e%@W, mould, of .Course know, broadly speaking, how 

bers hare had time to go through the divisions i n  
their own particular parish go that if there is any 
ontstanding mistake or anomaly they will be able 
to point i t  out to the H~~~~ or Committee if we 

ihto committee on the ~ , , ,~~lai~~.  perhaps I 
should remind hen. members that these districts were 
divided with the object of approximating in each dis- 
trict number of 450 eligible voters; that is to say, 
450 people will vote in every district. ~t has been 
drawn to my attention by the itonourable sellior mem- 
l,,, for the ci ty that his experience is that the number 
of 450 people to a district is a small number asld that 
probably 800 people to a district could be 
dealt in st. ~ i ~ h ~ ~ l  or the city. ~h~ ~~~i~~ 
Attorney General, Mr. Chase and myself were similar- 
ly informed by a ahd his opinion is worth 
r.onsid~ring; he thought that 800 people bo 
handled in a district. on the other hand, 



had a telegram from T r i n i d a d informing 
us that many ~ e o p l e  who turned up to ~ o t e  
could not do so because too many people were allowed 
to a particular district; we had a strong telegram to 
the eflect that 450 people to a district were too many 
that we should aim a t  350 to a district, and we should 
have two polling stations where the number of per- 
sons in a district amounted to 600. Although we were 
advised by local people, we could not pc t  more thau 
450 people to a district, the number which we thought 
of originally. 1 think that there is one district of over 
600 people and in that case two polling stations will 
have to be provided; but for the most part, Mr. 
Chase has managed to get the districts divided in 
such a way that approximately 450 persons will be 
eligible for voting. I do not know what the general 
feeling of the House is, but 1 would like to suggest 
tbat i t  would take too long to read all these districts 
and i t  should be enough for the Clerk to be in- 
structed only to read the name of the particular con- 
stituency or the number of each district and let each 
district he voted on separatel~.  I should like to hear 
the opinion of honourable members on this matter. 
1 beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Dr. CdMMlKS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. MBTTLEY: I am going to move that thit 

House go into Committee on this Resolution. I dc 
not think that that motion should meet with any ob. 
jection because this is one of those Resolutions which 
we have to study very carefully, and no doubt, Mr 
Speaker, you will appreciate like the hon. Leader of 
the House, that for  the past f e t ~  weeks hon. members 
have been devoting most of their time to the Estimate$ 
and hare not been able to consider this Resolution ac 
carefully as they would have done otherwise. NThilt 
I hare.not had the opportunity to scan this Resoln 
tion, I have partly made a study of i t  and that I. 

because for many years I have been associated witk 
the political life of this country in one way or t11c 
other, and I have fought my way to the position QJ 
being a member of this House. I know the boun 
darias not only in the parjsh of St. Michael, bu* ir 
othw parishes as well; I have had the opportnnity, 
as  a Commissioner of Health for this parish, to study 
its boundaries. I t  is a part of my duty to have the 
various districts before me and to study the popula- 
tion not only of St. Michael, but of the various other 
parishes. I have listened very carefully to what the 
hon. Leader of the House has said about having 450 
people to a district, and to what was stated in the 
telegram from Trinidad. I want to say that we have 
the highest standard of literacy in the West Indies, 

- and accounting for the low numbers who would have 
to poll at  the Trinidad stations was, in the first place, 
the question of the majority of Indians who had the 
right to vote, being illiterate. I remem'ber that in this 
c o h l y  in 1929 we had 1,000 people attending a poll; 
t h ~ r e  was a rush because in those days we hail one 
prmiding officer and his clerk. I n  this matter I say 
that me should give of our best and inform the Gov- 
ernment of any facilities which they can use for the 
purpose of eipediting the matter. I have seen in St. 
Michael that by 110.30 a.m. 450 people had attended 
the poll and voted. The hon. Leader of the Housc 
sajd that he got certain information from Trinidad. 
i? you put up a polling booth where people wl,os? 
yrnames begin from "A" to "Z" must vote and y:m 
$pp,e.one door and one sheriff, i t  must be obvioixr 
Shgf 450 people mill take until 4 o'clock to vote : but 
if j:ou have two doors and other necessary facilities, 
it is an  easy matter for more people to vote. I n  Trini- 
dad there are people who have to understand what 
s ~ q b p l s  mean before they can ~ o t e ,  but in Barbado9 
T-on will not have any such state of affairs. I have 

+c' 

uo objection to the number of people to a district re- 9 

iuaiiiing at  450, but with two-fifths of the population 
being in St. Michael and having regard to the number 
sf registration age and you have 66 districts, I .  
think I c m  see where the dificulty will be. Allowing 
Eor the non-conformists and other religious people 
who do not want to register, if you have 20,000 peo- 
ple registered in  St. Michael, my contention is that if 
the opinion of the people in Trinidad is that 450 peo- 
ple to a district are too many, you must know what ar- 
rangements are made in that colony. You have to 
make a comparison as to literacy between Trinidad 
and Barbados; you want to be as nearly perfect as 
you can in these arrangements. I would be prepared 

' 

to pledge anything that in any area in St. Michacl L 

o r  any other parish where you set up a polling booth: 
800 people can vote with consunlmate ease between 
the hours of 7 a.m., and 4 p.m. However I would put 
the number at  6010. The difficulty in the matter be- 
fore us is going to be in finding the polling stations. 
If we take the Haggatt Hall district, i t  must 'be ob- 
vious that the first place for a polling booth will be 
the school at  St. Barnabas, and you may find that 
there are qorp  t h a p  450 pmple in that area. That is 
a difficulty with which the Government will be faced, 
District A. l in the parish of St. Michael is set out 
follo~vs :- 

"Keeping RIGHT to the parish boundary 
line :- From the point at  which the St. Michael-St. 
George parish boundary line is crossed by Highway 
3, along Highway 3 to its junction with Hightvay E 
(the Friendship - Exchange Road) ; thence along 
Highway E to the St. Michael - St. Thomas parish 
boundary line. " 

According to that district, i t  would strike me that 
the first place you will have to put a polling b c o ~  
would be at  the St. Matthew's Boys7 or Girls' School. 
If you hare 450 people in this area, and there are 
more than 450 people in the area, they will vote with 
greater ease than if you had 600 people there. If you 
take the Kensington area, the original line took in one 
side of Passage Road for St. Michael and the other side 
for the City; but you must have a line somewhere. 
However, the greater portion of Kensington is really 
in  St. Michael; that is an area with about 900 houses 
and I cannot see what would be the o'bject of putting 
two or three polling booths there. Imagine having to 
find 66 polling booths for St. Xchael  alone! And I 
am thinking also of the expenses; you will have 68 
Officers, 66 Clerks and so on. My point is that you 
should have districts in which more than 450 peo- 
ple can rote. I beg to move that your Honour do now 
leave the Chair and the Honse go into Committee on 
this Resolution. 

Mr. BRANORER entered the House and took his 
seat while Mr. NOTTLEY Tvas speaking. 

Mr. WILKINSON : I beg to second that. Besides 
the point raised by the hon. senior member for the 
City, there are one or two details about which I would 
like to ask questions. I thoroughly agree with the 
Lon. senior member for the City that in Barbados the 
number of 450 voters to a polling booth is too small. 
ID this matter the hon. member has had experience 
ir;. St. Michael and elsewhere and I have had experi- 
ence in St. Michael and in St. James. '1 can assure 
you, Mr. Speaker, that even where you have a large 
iiumber of people, i t  would be easy in  Barbados for 
at  least 800 to vote between the hours of 8 a.m. and 
4 p.m. We do not want to incur unnecessary expense; 
.we are going to have eligible to vote a good many 
people who have not voted before, and that will slow 
down the procedure, but our people are of such inM- 
ligeaee that they will quickly grasp the situgtkm 



/- &My main object in seconding the motion for going intc 
Committee is to ensure that we do not have an un- 

-* necessary number of booths and an unnecessary n u u  
ber of officers employed with consequent unnecessar) 
expense. We all want to see e~erybody go to the polh 
and vote in  an easy and comfortable way; but, a t  the 
same time, I do think i t  is unnecessary to have as 
many polling booths as are indicated in this Resolu- 
%ion. 1 formally beg to second the motion of the hon. 
senior member for the City. 

Mr. SMITH: Before the question is put, I think 
that I should say a few words. To begin with, I do 

-$" 
not know anything abont these Highways which are 
set out in these Districts; I do not understand High- 
way 3A, and so on. Highway 3A lnight mean Chalky 
Mount. I would understand Parris Hill, Blackmane 
and so on. The polling booths are to be situated 
according to districts, but when you speak of 'keep- 
ing left this place and keeping right that place, you 
mill find a person leaving his district completely and 
going to vote in another district. The position might 
'be all right as far  as the parish of St. Jlichael and the 
City are concerned, but in the country districts a 
hardship will be created in getting people to the poll- 
ing stations. If there are 450 people to a district a 
polling booth should be in that district, but this direc- 
tion about keeping l2ft and keeping right will confuse 
the people. 

The question that His Honour do now leave the 
Cllair, and the House gp into Committee on this Res- 
ofution was put and resolved in the affirmative with- 
out division. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House wen: 
into Committee on the Redut ion ,  Mr. S ~ T H  being 
in the C h a h  

District 1 under this Head x a s  called. 
Mr. ADAMS : 1 beg to move that District I under 

this Head stand part  of the Schedule. 
Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: Up'to now I have not seen a 

map of Barbados which sets out Highway I, High- 
way B, and so on; the map would show a line running 
from Spooners Hill to Codriugotn Hill, to Bow Road 
.and then to Bush Hall Road. Highway I and so on, 
is misleading. 

Bfr. MILLER: I think that we are rushing 
through something which is going to becqpe very 
$an&r'otts: This is a big day for Labdr because it 
ha# 'br'cfu'&Et a k h t  adult syfbage, but !t do kot think 
tha't hon. members shouid agree to somethin$ which 
tli'ey db nbt really understand. I t  is a grave mistake 
to do so. I rtm bbt satisfied that the hon. Leader of 
the House is awbre of the difficulty in connection 
with this matter, and in the interest of everybody I 
-think that we should poNpone the consideration of 
this Head and let us be supplied with a map showing 
the division of +be parishes. T do not agree with the 
h&. senior member-for the City that the number of 
voters to a district should be increased to 600; I think 
the number of voters should be reduced to 300. Here 
you have District I mhich gives the roads, but there 
is nothing to tell you where the polling booths will 
he situated: so that you are bound to be working 
blindly. T am emally as anxious as anybody else to 
get this matter through . . . . . . 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: T am annealing to hon. 
nien~berq to keen as qniet as possible when an hon. 
n ~ e m b ~ r  is sneaking. 

Mr. MTLLER : T was swinq, Mr. Chairman. that 
T am a5 a n x i m ~ ~  ~c anx-hod\- elw to cret this m a t t ~ r  
through, bnt T do not se- how this ~ronosal  will vx-l; 
unless a gigantic effort is made. I repeat that there 

is no indication at all in this District I as to where 
the polling booth will be placed. Hon. members are 
k i n g  asked to vote on this District, and there is 
1:robably no hon. inember who can put a line around 
the District. I feel that we should make i t  easy for 
people to get around these Districts. I beg to move 
that the consideration of this Head be postponed. 

Xr .  ADAMS : S o  hon. member who carefully 
examines these proposals or re-examines his 01%-n 
mguments against any of these proposads, could spend 
one second in objecting to any of them. 1 have heard 
around the Table objections to the Highways being 
mentioned in these Districts; let me say that mention 
of a road or street may be made in some statutes 
dealing with the division of parishes, but there is no 
legal declaration of Baxters Road as Baxters Road. 
If the Department of Highways and Transport colues 
along and declares the road leading from Bridgetown 
past Boarded Hall, past Windsor and on to the Crane 
as Highway 1, 2, or 3, it becomes Highway 1, 2 or 3. 
You do not have to pass a law to call i t  Highway 1, 
2 or 3. I n  dealing with some Districts, it is puerile to 
ask for instance; "How do you know Highway 4'1" 
When you mention Gittens Road along wit& High- 
LT-ay 4, you will know Highway 4. If honourab:e 
members study this matter, they will see that  the 
description of the Highway along with the name 
Gittens Road, llTelches Road or whatever road it 
might be, makes i t  crystal clear as to where we mean. 
We do not speak abont the Highways unless we men- 
tion the name of a road, and in some cases there is a 
little addition to make clear as to where we mean. 
If honourable members turn to page 24 of the 
Schedule to this Resolution they will see that men- 
tion is made of Highway F; very few people know 
that there is this Highway F, but next to i t  and put  
i11 brackets are the words: "The Old East Coast 
Road." The Department uf Highway and Transport 
has made designations which do not appear on the 
map, bnt they are on the Highways. The honourable 
member who is making interruptions has agreed to 
these divisions and now he is aiding and abet- 
ting hopour?ble members to make objections. I say 
that thd Department of Highways and Transport 
have made designations, bnt that does not matter 
two pence at  this stage. I am not in a position to 
say that on every highway to-day you will find a 
designation, because some of the signs have been 
taken down and burnt ;  but the point I am makimgp 
is that you cannot in any single parish say that you 
do not know to what the designation of the highway 
referer, Let us take District D.5 a t  the top of page 
7 of this Schedule; there we And that  mention is 
made of Gap 12, Bay Land, and how many of nr 
know where Gap 12 Bay Land is? But if you go up 
there, you will qnd i t  out. None of these Districts 
is designed pnrely hy Highways; when one mentions 
the junotion of such and such a highway from such 
and such a road, horn can anybody say that he can- 
not find out where he i s ?  No member of the publie 
is going to be asked to find out anything ; the ~ s s i s t a n t  
Registering Officers are going to leave forms a t  
people's houses showing the Districts. Despite the 
fact that I am the Leader of the House, I do not k n o ~  
what the number of my district is;  but an Assistant 
Reg-istering Officer is coming to my house and he will 
register me in whaterer the District is. HOTV can any- 
body talk about there going to be some confusion? The 
hononrahle senior member for St. George is taking a 
very valuable interest in our deliberations, but I 
regret to say that whereas he used to hare a repnta- 
tioii for wisdom through silence. he now says a lot of 
thinns ~ ~ i t h o n t  thinking. The Ballot Art has to s q 7  
w h ~ r ~  the polling l ~ o o t h ~  have to be put ;  do yoi~  ~ m n t  
7 more ahsnrd statement than that the Districts do 
11s: sav  here thc booths mill he pu t?  All that iq 

' 



provided for in the Ballot Act; the honourable mern- 
ber might just as well say that the hours for 
polling are uot in this District. Has the hon. mew- 
ber forgotten thdt when the Absistailt Kegistering 
O&cers have collected the iorms, it list of people is 
going to be posted up in his District? But, Mr. Chair- 
man, over and above eyerythlng, 1 hope that hon. 
members will listen to what I am going to say I L ~ V  : 
there are numerous people in this Island, ancl wine 
members of the newspaper Press too, who think that 
we are deliberately trying to hold on to office, that 
we are putting obstacles in  the way of registration, 
and those who are asking for a.postponement of this 
matter are playing directly into the hands of our 
enemies who think that we are prolonging the life of 
this House. Let them play into the hands of our 
enemies; I want to say that I am not responsible for 
the slighest delay in this matter. I am told that it is 
being said that me do not intend to have this machin- 
ery put into operation. I asked hon. members to try 
and make an  attempt to go through these districts 
and suggest changes to the Government if there are 
any changes to be made, alzd now hon. members are 
asking for a postponement of this matter! No voter 
is going to be asked to find any District; he will be 
given a form to be filled in and on that form ancl in 
a subsequent publication will appear the District to 
which he belongs. The voter will be told where the 
polling stations have been selected and they mill be 
dbtained bv the use of schools, public buildings or by 
renting people's houses, and he will know where hc 
has to vote. I do not accuse hon. members of raising 
objections without giving the matter any considera- 
tion; I am being charitable in saying that they haye 
not given sufficient c*onsideration to the matter, if 
they think that there are difficulties here when in truth 
and in fact there are no difficulties. I ask hon. niem- 
bers to revise their views in the light of what I liar-e 
said, that tlierr is not a single designation of a IIigh- 
way occurring anywhere in these Districts ~ ~ n l e s s  the 
name of some well-known road also occurs. If men- 

3oint that the argunlerit raised in opposition to what 
le was saying is wrong, and must 110 opportunity 
3e given to reply to that? I t  would appear as if 
ve are straying and I repeat that the division i11 the 
the City are all right; but I am asking the honour- 
able Leader of the House to see, if he reads these 
3ivisions carefully, that there are some amendments 
to be made. I am trying to bridge a gap. Every 
member should know his constituency by heart and 
there are some districts about which if an honour- 
able member asked, ilobody could answer. I am sug- 
gesting to t h e  Leader of the Rouse that some amend- 
ments should Fe made in certain places where men- 
tion is made of the Highways. The honourable mem- 
ber has hinted that Assistant Registering Officers will 
be sent around by the Government. but a canvasser 
must be able to tell people where they are to vote. 
Unless yon put jn some small amendments. the GOT- 
ernment will not be able to tel! people where they 
must vof e. 

Mr. ADAJIS: If  anything is ambiguous a word 
or two can be put in so as to clarify i t :  but as hon- 
ourable inembers go on they will discover that if 
Highway I. for instance, is not described by a road, 
that is because for the past 15 years we have known 
that Highway. But honourable nlembers will see that 
the Highways are described. 

The question that District I under this Head 
stand part of the Schedule Tvas put  and resolved in  
the affirmative without division. 
: Districts I1 to V11 inclusive were called and 
agreed to. 

tion is made of the junction of Dalkeith Road with 
Highway 6, it is absurd to ask where Highway 6 is, be- 
causeb& soon as Dalkeith Road is mentioned, you hare 
an indication as to where Highway 6 is. I realise 
that hon. members have made objections because they 
haye not considered all the facts; but now that they 
hpve all the facts before them, they will see that there 
is nothing in their dbjections and we wal get this 
matter through. 

Mr. GILL came into the Conunittee and took his 
seat while Mr. ADABIS was speaking. 

Mr. MOTTLEP: The lion. member has made the 
position worse. I am willing to pass. this Resolution 
but there is no sense in being strong headed and tell- 
ing hon. members that what is proposed here is right 
bemuse one or two people did it, and everybody else 
is wrong. There is absolutely nothing wrong with the 
d'ivisions as regards the City; I do not agree with 
the hon. senior member for St. Joseph when he says 
that there is absolutely no law which says that Baxters 
Road is Baxters Road; it is equally true that there 
is no law which says that there is Highway 3 or any- 
thing else If you mention upper Black Rock between 
Deacons Road corner and Eagle Hall, everybody will 
know where you mean; but if you mention IIigh~vav 
4 from the junction of this or that road, nobody will 
know where you mean. I am going further . . . . . . 

Mr. CRAIRBL4S : We are dealing with District 
T under the Head ''City of Rridpcto~~~-n," alltl the 
hon m~niber  nznst weak on that District. T pannot 
allow him t ~ )  W) to R l a ~ t -  R ~ c k  and lpare the City 

Nr. MOTTLEY: We are in Committee. Tbe 
hononrable swior member for St. Joreph r ~ i n d ~  a 

C District V111 v a s  called. 
Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that District TTIII 

stancl part of th'e Schedule. 
Dr. CrMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. XOTTLEY: This District refers to the 

I3riclgetou-11 boandary line, and there is a boundary 
line for sevcral purposes. There are in existence sev- 
eral maps about the Bridgetown bonndary line and 
I would suggest that we should refer to this bound- 

I 
arp line as it has been set out in the Act. 

Mr. ADAMS: There is a Bridgetown boundary 
line set out in  the Act of 1891 which declares :where 
Bridgetown, Holetown and Speightstown are. One 
might say that  the boundary of Bridgetown for the 
purpose of the Public Health Act would be Bush 
Hall, but anything differing from the Act is only 
for a specific purpose. 

C Mr. MOTTLEY: I raised that point for this 
reason; if an Assistant Registering Officer were to  
register 500 6r 600 people outside the Bridgetown 
boundary line which is defined in  the Act, is it not 
the easiest thing in the world to upset a n  EleotionP 
Very f m  people can tell you where the Bridgetown 
boundary line is; some people think that it goes up  
to Westbury Road. 

W. ADAMS: The Assistant Registering Offi- 
cers will not be let loose to be wondering where a 
boundary line is; we have appointed ,Supervisors 
m d  an Island Supervisor to see that these Assistant 
Registering Officers do their work properly. I t  i s  
proposed that every Assistant Registering Officer 
shall attencl a meeting and receive information as to 
his duties, so that he will know what he has to do. 

The question that District V111 stand part of 
the Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

Districts IX to XIV inclusire were called and 
agreed to. 

PARISFI O F  ST. MICTJAEL 
T'uder this Head, District AI. was called an6 

agreed to. 
District 9 2  was callcd. 
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Xr. ADAMS: l beg to move that District A2 
stand part of the Schedule. Honourable members 
will find that throughout these Districts where there 
is a description of a Highway which has recently 
been made by the Department of Highways m d  
Transport and which is not generally known to the 
public, something is put in brackets which provides 
a n  explanation of the description of that Highway, 
so that the objection of honourable members falls to 
the ground. 

Dr. C U ~ I I N S  seconded the inotioil which was 
agreed to. 

Districts A3 to A6 inclusive were called and 
agreed to. 

Districts B1 to B10 inclusive were called and 
agreed to. 

Districts C1 to C7 inclusive were called and 
agreed to. 

Districts D 1  to D12 inclu&ive were called and 
agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman,-It appears to me 
that we can vote on these Districts comprehensive- 
ly, but if any honourable member prefers to have 
them dealt with separately, they can be dealt with 
wparately. I beg to move that the remaining Dis- 
tricts under this Head stand part of the Schedule. 

Dr. CUBIMINS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

PARISH OF ST. PHILIP 

The Districts undw this Head were called. 
Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that all the Districts 

under this Head stand part of the Schedule. 
Dr. Cuarmxs secondecl the nlotion vhich was 

agreed to. 

PARISH OF CHRIST OHURCH 

The Districts under this Head were called. 
Vr.  ADAMS. I beg to move that all the Districts 

under this Head stand part of the Schedule. 
Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which was 

agreed to. 

PARISH OF ST. OEORQE 

The Districts under this Head were called. 
Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that all the Dis- 

tricts under this Head stand part of the Schedule. 
Dr.' CUMMINS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. MILLER.: I still feel that a e  are approving 

eomething about which we know nothing. I t  matters 
nothing how puerile I may be, and if my wisdom is in 
my silence; I say that we have not got sufficient in- 
tfclrmation about what ure are doing. Hon. members 
will not listen to me now,'but sometime in the future 
they' will listen to me in connection with this same 
fssue. 

The question that all the Districts under this 
Head stand part of the Schedule was put and resolved 
in the affirmative without d h '  'ision. ' 

PARISH OF ST. APTDREW 

The Districts under this Head were called. 
Mr. ADAMS : l beg to mow that all the Districts 

under this Head stand part of the Schedule. 
Dr. C u a r m ~ s  s~conded the motion which was 

agreed to. 

PARISH O F  ST. LUCY 

The Districts 11nder this Head were called. 
Nr. ADAMS : I beg to move that all the Districts 

under this Read stand part of the Schednle. 

Dr. CUM~IINS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

PARISH OF ST. JOHN 

The Districts under this Head were called. 
Xr. ADAMS : I beg to move that all the Distzicte 

under this Head stand part of the Schedule. 
Dr. CUMMIXS seconded the motion which was 

agreed to. 

PARISH O F  ST. JOSEPE 

The Districts under this Head were called. 
Xr. ADAMS : I beg to move that all the Districts 

under this Head stand part of the Schedule. 
Dr. CUMMIKS seconded the motion which was 

agreed to. 

PARISH OF ST. THOMAS 

The Districts under this Head were called. 
Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that all the Districts 

m d e r  this Head stand part of the Schedule. 
Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which was 

agreed to. 

PARISH OF ST. PETEX 

The Districts under this Head were called. 
Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that all the Districts 

under this Head stand part of the Schedule. 
Dr. C~JMJ~INS seconded the motion which was' 

agreed to. 

PARISH OF ST. JAMBS 

The Districts under this Head were called. 
Mr. ADAMS : 1 beg to move that all the Districts 

xnder this Head stand part of the Schedule. 
Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which was 

agreed to. 
Nr. ADAMS : I n  moving the passing of this 

lksolution, I would just like to say that the certainty 
of what an Assistant Registering Officer is going to 
do will be secured, because the Chief Supervisor iq, 
explaining to these Officers what their functions are 
end telling them where their boundaries are. He is 
doing that probably in each parish and not with the 
whole 213 of them together, but he has to do it be- 
tween the passing of this Resolution by this House 
arid its being passed by the Other Place. These Assis- 
tant Registering Oficers will each have a memoran- 
rlum and a book of instructions, and I do not see how 
it is possible for any of these Officers not to k n o r  what 
his duties are. The difficulties raised by hon. m e ~ b e r s  
will be overcome. The honournble senior member 
for the City has suggested that maps of the different 
pistricts should be made; I think that that is a matter 
which is under consideration but no decision has been 
taken as to it. I do not suppose it would do any harm 
to have these maps drawn ; a total of 213 maps 1vo11H 
have to be made or it might be that only 11 would be 
required and they could be divided into districts. 
That is a provision which might help the Supervisom 
and the Registering Officers and it might also help the 
candidate.; for election. I beg to mose that this 
Resolution do now pass. 

Dr. CTTMMIXS : 1 beg to second that. 
The question that this Resolution do now pass 

was put and resohed in the affirmative without 
d i ~  i sion. 

On the motion of Mr. S D A ~ S ,  seconded by Dr. 
Crr?r\rrxs. the CTTAIRJIAX reported the passing of the 
l;l~.wli~tioi~ Committee. 
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Xr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

On the motion of MP. A D A ~ .  seconded by Dr. 
CUNMINS, the Resolution was passed. 

APPLICATIOX FOR LEAVE TO DEAL WITH 
REPLIES TO GOVERNOR'S MESSAGES 

Nr.  ADAMS: I ask leave to deal with the Reply 
to His Excellency's Message relating to Erdiston 
Training College for Teachers. Normally, a Select 

. Committee would have been appointed to prepare a 
Reply to the Message, but that was not done when 
the Message first came down to the House, and it 
is necessary that the Government should get a Reply 
to the Message almost immediately. The extension of 
Erdiston and the establishment of a Creamery are 
both matters to which the Government is being asked 
for  replies. As regards the Creamery, we could ad- 
journ for more than half an  hour for tea land deal 
with that matter. As honourable members will see, 
the Other Place has replied to His Excellency's Nes- 
sage, agreeing in principle with the establishment of 
the Creamery, and we can say that we do not agree 
with such and such details. The Colonial Develop- 
ment and Welfare Organisation has been pressing the 
Government for a Reply as  to whether we agree in 
principle with the establishment of a. Creamery or 
not, and I suggest that we reply saying that we agree 
in  principle with it. But that does not mean that we 
agree with every detail; we can say that we agree in 
principle so that the Government and C.D. & W. will 
know that we do not necessarily agree with every 
detail. I would certainly like to have an expression 
of opinion on certain points, but we can say that we 
agree with the establishment of the Creamery. 
Similarly with regard to Erdiston Training College. 
1 am aaking leave to deal with these two Messages 
and to move the passing of Addresses in reply to 
them. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am bound to oppose leave 
being granted the honourable member to deal with 
the Replies to these Messages. We came here today 
with the understanding that we would deal with the 
Resolution in connection with the registration of 

, voters. We have been here three times this week and 
we have been dealing with the Estimates for the past 
two weeks; I am walking out of the House because 
this is not fair. The honoprable Leader of the House 
knew about this matter for a long time; we have got 
t o  9bta.in some facts, and I speak now as to the estab- 
lishment of the Creamery. The Government have been 
doing this sort of thing for too long; let them say that 
the Opposition walked out of the House. 

Mr. ADAMS: I agreeing to what the hon- 
ourable member says; the last tzing the Government 
wants to do is to force mything down honourable 
members' throats. The honourable member's shout- 
ing does not change me; why should he behave like a 
child? I though* everybody would have said: "We 
want a Creamery, but I am not tying myself down to 
J 1  the proposals." After the argument about age 
grouping I thouqht that everybody would have agreed 
t o  pass the Reply in respect of Erdiston. There were 
times when I had great doubts about matters, but I 
did not think that any honourable member would 
disagree to the establishment of a Creamery and th? 
extension of Erdiston Training Colleqe for the train- 
 in^ of more teachem Anvbodr ~ h o  objects to more 
milk beine obtained in this island shor~lil not 1-0 a 
member of the House; any person in m y  position 
mould hare come tq the conclt~sion that nobody wonld 
obipct in ~rinci13le to the e~tahlish~nent of a Cream- 
ery, although Pp might object to the TTap jn which it 

is being done. He might object to the details of the 
matter but not to the principle. I am prepared to 
postpone the consideration of the Reply to the 
Message in respect of the Creamery if that is the wish 
of honourable members. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: There is nothing to which one 
could object as far as Erdiston is concerned; we want 
more teachers and so on. But I am objecting to the 
matter in respect of <he Creamery because we do not 
Imow all the facts about the establishment of the 
Creamery. 

The question that leave be granted the honour- 
able member to deal with the Reply to the Message 
with regard to the establishment of a Creamery was 
put and resolved in the negative, Mr. SPEAKER de- 
claring, "I think the 'Noes' have it." 

The question that leave be granted the honoura- 
ble member to deal with the Reply to the Message 
with regard to Erdiston was put  and resolved in the 
affirmative without division. 

ADDRESS RE EXTENSION O F  ERDISTON 
TRAINING COLLEGE FOR TEACHERS 

JIr. ADAMS: The proposal as regards Erdiston 
is that 32 more teachers should be trained, 16 being 
from Barbados and 16 from the Leeward and Wind- 
ward Islands. The proposed Reply to His Excel- 
lency's Message is as foll6h.s':- 

The Hozcse of Assembly 
To 

His EsceElerncy The Gouemor 

The House of Assembly have the honour to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your Excellency 'S Message 
No. 91'1951 dated 27th Febrha* 1951, inviting the 
House to approve in principle the extension of 
ErdiSton T~ain ing  College for Teacher& to provide 
training facilities for an additional 32 students (16 
from Barbados and 16 from the Leeward and Wind- 
ward Islands). 

The House wish to assure Your Excellency of 
their approral of the proposed scheme as stated in 
the Xessage. 

I beg to move that this Address do now pass. 
Nr. WILKINSON : I beg to second tbat. 
Jh. SPEAKER: The question is that this Ad- 

dress d; now pass. Honourable members in favour of 
that  will please sap "Aye," those against mill please 
( C  h o  T ) '  . I think the "Ayes" have it. I wiIl ask the hon- 

ourable senior member for St. Joseph to present this 
Address. 

Mr. ADAMS : As Your Honour pleases. 
APPOINTMENT O F  SELECT COXMITTEE 

JIr. ADAMS: I am suggesting that a Select 
Committee be appointed to reply to the Message in 
relation to the Creamery and I am asking whoever is 
Chairman of the Committee to arrange a meeting be- 
fore next Tuesday and let us meet on Tuesday next 
and deal with the Reply to the Message. I 'be, v to move 
that a Select Committee be appointed to consider and 
prepare's Draft Reply to Message No. 11/1951 from 
His Excellency the Governor relating to the estab- 
lishment of a Creamery. 

Dr. CTTAfMINI", : T bep to second that. 
Xr .  SPEAKER:  The question is that a Select 

Committee be appointed to considor and prepare a 
Draft Message Xo. 21/1951 from His Excellency the 
G o ~ ~ r n i r  relating- to the e~tablishmeat of a Creamery. 
Honourable members in favour of that ~ d l  please saTJ 
I 6 Aye". those against will please sa7 "No." I think 
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- the " Ayes " have it. Subject to the approval of the 
House, I appoint the following honourable members 

U as snch Select Committee :- The honourable junior 
member for St. George (Mr. Dowding), the honoura'ble 
senior member for the City (Xr .  Mottley), the honour- 
able senior member for St. Peter (Mr. F. L. Walcott), 
the honourable junior member for St. Thomas (Mr. 
Mapp) and the honourable senior member for St. John 
(Mr. Allder) . 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I think i t  would be well if 
the name of the honourable senior member for St. 
Lucy were added to the Select Committee. 

%l" Mr. SPEAKER: Subject to the approval of 
the House, the name of the honourable senior mem- 

i ' 

ber for St. Lucy (Mr. Ward) is a,dded to the Select 
Committee. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. ADAilIS : I beg to move that this House do 
now adjourn until Thursday next, the 29th instant, 
a t  3 p.m., ana  I hope that the Report of the Select 
Committee will be presented so that this matter of 
the establishment of a Creamery can be dealt with 
as the first Order of the Day at  that meeting. 

Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which wa3 
agreed to, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House 
accordingly. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY any time for its consideration. If it is pq'ssible to 
deal with the matter today, that will be all well and 

Thursday, 29th March, 1951. good; if we meet next Tuesday that will be the be- 
I P u w u m t  to adjournment, the House of Assern- ginning of another month, and as f a r  as  I know, it 

bly met a t  3 o'clock, p.m. to-day. will not make any difference to the regular procedure 
of the House. I think that the retiring Chaplain will 

Present : Fe willing to oblige us by coming out on Tuesday if 
we have not appointed his successor. 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker),  Mr. SPEAKER: The duties of the present 
Mr. L, E. SMITH (Chairman of Comn~ittees), Messrs. Chaplain come to an end today and although the 
0. T. &LLDER, F. E. MII;LER, R. C.. MAPP, M. E. COX, matter is one entirely for the House, I feel that  the 
F. L. WBLCOTT, G. H. ADAMS, B.A.,  J. E. T. latest possible time to have the office of Chaplain 
BUNCKER, H. A. DOWDIN~, J .  H. W ~ ~ ~ I N S O N ,  filled is today. However, the House have the matter 
Q.B.E., and E. L. W m .  in their hands and i t  is purely a matter for them to 

Prayers were read. postpoue the filling of the office. The resignation sf 
Dr. CUMMINS and >lr. CRAWFOR~ entered the the Chaplain was lodged as from the 25th of illis 

House and took their seats. month and I am not taking any responsibility in 
the matter. 

IIINUTES The honourable member has asked leive to post- 

l pone the consideration of the matter of filling the 
post of Chaplain. If there is no objection, leave wijl 

, be granted the honourable member. (After a pa,use j. 
. ) Thcre being no objection, leave is granted the hononr- 

The Xinutes of the meeting which was held 
on the 12th and 11'3th March, 19'51, respectively, 
having been circulated were taken as read and con- 
Grmed. 

POSTPONEMENT O F  THE APPOINTMENT OF 
A CHAPLAIN 

Mr. ADBMS: Mr. Speaker,-Before the busi- 
ness of the House is begun I would like to make a 
few remarks in connection with the filling of the post 
of Chaplah. Your Honour has circulated a note to the 
effect that you hope to have this vacant post filled be- 
fore the Orders of the Day are proceeded with. I n  a 
matter of this sort, apart from the fact that honourable 
members knew of this matter only yesterday. after- 
noon, and in view of the importance of it, I thinh 
it would be advisable for me as meader of the House 
a t  least to confer with the Leader of the Opposition 
before we proceed with the filling of this post. I haw 
not had the opportunity of speaking with a sin@:lr 
member of the House apart from the other three mem. 
bers of the Executive Committee, and I am therefort: 
asking your Honour to postpone the con side ratio^^ 
of this matter, because this appointment is not a r  
ordinary one. This is the appointment of a Chaplain 
about which there should be unanimity as f a r  as i 
possible. I am asking Your Honour to postpone th 
consideration of this matter until the members of th 
House can get together in  connection with it, an, 
I suggest that the matter be postponed without fixin! 

hblc member. 
Messrs. BRYAN and BETHELL entered the House 

and took their seats. 

NOTICES 

Government Notices were given as follows:- 
Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to vary the ScheduIe 

to the Local ILioan Act, 1941, to enable the unexpended 
balance at  the 31st of March, 1951, of the loan raised 
under the authority of this Act t o  be utilised on 
Housing projects. 

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to vary the Schedule 
to tae Education Loan Act, 1935, t o  enable the un- 
expended balance a t  the 31st of March, 1951, of the 
loan raised under the authority of this Act to be 
utilised for the provision of additional acaommodati~l~ 
et the St. Leonard's Boys' School. 

Xr .  ADAMS : Resolution to vary the S~:h~clulf~ 
to the Public Loan Act, 1928, to enable thgunexpend- 
ed balance at  the 31st of March, 1951, of the loan ' 
raised under the authority of this Act to be utilised 
on Housing projects. 

E .  AD'AMS : A Bill intituled an Act to authorise 
the expenditure of such sums of money as remail1 
unspent out of the amount of one million twelve 
thousand, three hundred and twenty dollars raised 
by way of loan under the Waterworks Loan Act 



1935, and the Waterworks Loan Act, 1941 for the 
improvement and extension of the water supply and 
the completion of other works connected therewith. 

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the House 
into Committee of Supply a t  the next meeting t o  
consider the money Resolutions of which I h a w  
just given notice. 

QUESTION 

Mr.  BRAN^^ : To enquire of the Appropriate 
Member of the Executive Committee present a t  the 
next meeting of this House:- 

Whether Government will t&e the necessary 
action to make provision for  one qualified cook h 
be attached to each rural Police Station i n  this colony 
for the preparation of meals for  Policemen attached 
thereto and who are unable, or have no time, to cook 
for  themselves, or whose homes are too distant from 
such Stationa for their meals to be sent to them there1 

REIPORT O F  SELECT COMMITTEE, 

NI-. WARD: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to preseni 
the Report of the Select Committee appointed tc 
consider and prepare a Draft .&ply to  Memagi 
No. 11/1951 from His Jhcellency the Governor rela$ 
iag to the establishment of a Creamery. The Corn 
mittee have had a short time to consider this mattel 
and I hope that the honourable Leader of the Housc 
will be able to answer certain questions in connectic~ 
with it. 

BILL READ A FIRST TINE 

Oh the motion of Mr. A D A ~ ,  seconded by Dr 
CUMMINS, a Bill intituled an Act to authorise the ex 
penditure of such sums of money as remain unspen 
out of the amount of one million twelve thousand 
three hundred and twenty dollars raised by way o 
loan under the Waterworks Loan Act 1935, and t h ~  
Waterworks Loan Act, 1941 for, the improvement an( 
extension of the water supplr and the completion o 
other works connected therewith, was read a first time 

ADDRESS RE ESTABLISHMENT O F  
A CREAMERY 

Mr. SPEAKER : The first Order of the Da: 
stands in the name of the honourable senior membe 
for St. Joseph: To move the consideration of the Re 
port of the Select Committee appointed to prepare c 

Reply to Message No. 11/1931 nelating to the estab 
lishment of a Creamery. 

Mr. ADAMS : The Select Committee appointe~ 
to prepare a Reply to the Message in  connection wit 
the establishment of a Creamery have just presentel 
their Eeport and they deserve to be congratulated o. 
the speed with which they have worked. They hav 
proposed a Reply to the Message and i t  is now m, 
duty to move the consideration of the Report: th  
Report reads as follows : 

"The Select Committee appointed to consider an 
prepare a Draft Reply t o  His Excellency's Messag 
No. 11/1951 dated the 5th March, 1951, relating t 
the establishment of a Central Milk Depot and Crearr 
ery, have the honour to present the following R< 
port :- 

E. L. WARD, 

29th March, 1951. 1 

REPORT 

The Committee held a meeting on Tuesday, the 
37th March, 1951, when the following honourable 
members were present, namely :- 

E. L. Ward, Esq., 
H. A. Dowding, Esq., 
F. L. Walcott, Esq., 
0. T. Allder, Esq., and 
R. G. Mapp, Esq., 

The Committee carefully considere$ His Excel- 
lency's Message and the two documents referred to  
therein and recommend that the following Address 
be sent to His Excellency in reply to His Excellency's 
said Message :- 

The House of Assembly 
To 

His Excellency The Governor 

The House of Assembly have the honour to 
,cknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency's Message 
go. 11/1951 dated 5th March, 1951, relating to the 
stablishment of a Central Milk Depot and Creamery. 

The House approve of the principle of the scheme 
o set up  a Central Milk Depot and Creamery on a 
:o-operative basis as set out in  the Memorandum for- 
varded with Your Excellency's said Message. 

The House feel that the benefits to be derived 
Irvm such a scheme will not be obtained unless the 
iource of production is speedily expanded and there- 
:ore recommend that a further means be provided for 
tssistance to 'be given to D,airy Owners, potentially 
tnd otherwise, and to Peasants for the purpose of 
~urchasing stock. 

The House are also of the opinion that provision 
lhould be made for the further development and 
weservation of fodder and other animal foods.'' 

There is also a Minority Repork, signed by the 
ionourable junior member for St. George, which reads 
3s follows :- 

MINORITY REPORT 

"I agree in  principle to the establishment of a 
Central Milk Depot and Creamery, but cannot, a t  thi& 
~tage, agree to the establishment thereof on the terms 
>f the two documents referred to in  His Excellency's 
Message, No. 11/1951, dated 5th March, 1951, to the 
Honourable the House of Assembly." 

I n  moving the consideration of this Report, the 
House will appreciate the fact that I am moving it 
because i t  stands in  my name to be moved. I was not 
a member of the Select Committee but as a member 
of the Executive Committee, I share the responsibility 
for sending the scheme as outlined in His Excellency's 
Message, to the House. I do not desire to do anything 
more than listen to those who have suggestions to 
make or those who want to suggest modifications of the 
proposals. However, I feel that I should remind the 
House that the Government has made it clear that, 
both in respect of the actual and potential scope of the 
Peasants' Loan Bank and the work of Agricultural In- 
specbors at  the Agricultural Stations, there is no limit 
within reasonable, financial bounds to which the GOY- 
ernment is not prepared to go in  order to encourage 
the dairy industry, the keeping of goats, pigs and 
cattle by peasants and others; more especially both 
in connection with the general nutrition of the colony 
and the nutrition of school c h i k b n ,  the Goyernment 
is prepared to do any reasonable thing to improve 
our present milk position. Therefore, in respect of 
that part of the Address, in  reply to the Message from 



x i s  Excellency the Governor, in which the Select Com- 
mittee are recommending that a further means of 
msistance be provided to dairy owners, 1 would re- 
mind honourable members of the Committee that it is 
not necessary to remind the Government of what it 
has promised on the floor of the House and elsewhere 
that i t  would do. 

&h. WARD : I beg to second the motion for the 
consideration of this Report. I want to say that I do 
~ ; o t  agree im toto with the Report. I would like the 
honourable senior member for St. Joseph to know that 
a member of the Select Committee was told that at  
the present moment the Peasants' Loan Bank has per- 
mission to lend money to people to buy animals and it 
was thought unnecessary to mention that in the Re- 
port,. We did not have sufficient time to go into the 
matter of the establishment of a Creamery thoroughly : 
I feel that we should consider carefully, first of all, 
whether we would be able to supply a Depot with 5,000 
gallons of milk per day and whether the Government 
can give ,an assurance that people who supply milk will 
deliver i t  to the Depot. I do not believe that we will 
have enough milk to supply the Depot up to the 
quantity of 5,000 gallons a day. I feel that the Gov- 
ernment should embark on a much smaller scheme ; if 
they put the quantity of milk to be supplied at  the 
Depot at 3,000 g(al1ons a day, I think that they would 
be going in the right direction. I feel that in  spend- 
ing 560;000 on an experiment which we do not know 
will be buccessfd, would be reckless; it must be re- 
membered that Barbados is not like Jamaica with vast 
areas for grwing, and throughout the year they can 
feed dairy cattle properly. In  Barbados on the other 
hand, in parishes like Christ Church and St. Lucy, I 
believe that it is a hard job for owners of dairies to feed 
their cattle. I do not think that we will be a51e to keep 
a s  many dairy cattle as would supply the quantity of 
milk which is proposed to be supplied in this scheme.: it 
is difficult for the owners of dairies to feed their cattle 
during the months of June, July and August. I feel 
that the Government is embarking on too big a scheme ; 
we should establish a medium-sized Creamery in the 
first place, and if we find that that is successful, then 
we can establish another one. We do not want to put 
milk out of the reach of people who would buy i t ;  
it must be rememZiered that people will not walk a 
quarter of a mile to purchase a gill of milk when they 
can purchase i t  from next door. We are embarking 
on s scheme and we do not know how it will work; 
we are embarkTng on a scheme for handling our sur- 
plus milk which cannot be sold, and if the milk can be 
sold in the country it would be futile to trankport it 
to town and then back to the country. Imagine our 
transporting milk from St. Andrew and St. Lucy to 
town and then back to those parts!{ That is simply 
putting i t  out of the reach of the people who would 
buy it. I feel that we should handle more milk in the 
City and any surplus milk in the country should be 
brought to the City. What I have been told is that 
the Government will provide the means of transport 
and will mmpel the dairy keeperg to send milk to the 
Creamery; I do not believe i t  would be economic to 
=lake people send milk to a Creamery when they can 
sell it in the particular areas. 

I do not intend to say very much more in con- 
nection with this matter now, hut my fear is that we 
will not be able to maintain dairp cattle throughout 
the year. Row many peasants can afford to keep dairy 
cattle ? Some of these people only own about a quarter 
of an acre of land. SO that the ~ 0 i n t s  I have raised 
will have to be taken into consideration. Tf yo11 are 
depending upon all the peasants to kwp thew animals 
I want to say that that cannot he done. We do not 
-ant to spend S60,OOO on this scheme and then find 

that i t  becomes like the groundnut scheme in Africa; 
we do not want to embark on this experimental scheme 
and then say that we feel we have failed and we have 
to subsidize the milk for the Milk Depot and Creamery 
and prevent people from paying more than 11 cents 
a pint for it. Another point is this; we have to con- 
trol the importation of milk because I believe that we 
will not be able to produce sufficient milk so as to 
supply the needs of the population. As I have already 
said, I feel that we should start the scheme with a 
supply of 3,000 gallons per day, and i t  will take some 
time before we can reach the standard of supplying 
that quantity of milk per day. Many people sell milk 
in small quantities and it is only fair for them to be 
in the position of sending milk to the Creamery mhen 
they are unable to dispose of it. I feel that we should 
go into Committee on this matter; I do not agxe  with 
this Report as i t  stands although I am in favour of the 
establishment of a Creamery. 

Mr. GODDARD entered the House and took his seat 
whilst Mr. WRD was speaking. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : The motion before the House 
is that the Report of the Select Committee be adopted. 
(A MEMBER : No, that it be considered). What I 
want to know is this; if I  peak on this motion now, 
and the motion fails, will I be allowed to speak later 
on relative to the motion for the passing of the 
Address? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member will 
be allowed to make one speech on the matter which is 
before the House. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I want to make a few re- 
marks with regard to the position of the Peanants' 
Loan Bank advancing money to peasants for the pur- 
chase of livestock. As has been stated by the mover of 
the motion, the Peasants' Loan Bank advances money 
to peasants for the purchase of livestock. At the end 
of the last financial year, the Bank had advanced 
$8,960 for that purpose on the long-term basis of 
seven years' credit. We would like to see more use 
made of the facilities offered by the Bank, but the 
position is that we have not got the machinery for 
making loans, so that the majority of peasants are 
debarred by the Act from making use of the facilities 
offered by the Bank. The Act defines very carefully 
who or what a peasant is; persons falling outside the 
category specified in the definition in the Act cannot 
obtain any loans from the Bank for any purpose. The 
Directors have considered the possibility of extending 
the scope of tlie Bank to make funds available to a 
greater number, of peasants; they have addressed 
themselves to the possibility of making loans to people 
who have no title deeds, or who may only have 
possessory titles, or even to people who only rent land. 
Some time before Mr. E. R. L. Ward left here, he pre- 
pared a memorandum on the matter which the Direc- 
tors of the Bank have considered, and the rezom- 
mendations of Mr. A. J. Wakefield in  connection with 
this matter were considered and subsequently re- 
ferred to the Attorney General who was asked to 
advise as to what measures could be taEen to secure 
a title where none existed except possessory, without 
prejudice to the real owner, the result of which would 
ena'ble the occupier of lana to secure a loan based on 
a certificate for the proper use of the loan, which while 
providing security, woun preserve the rights of the 
owner. So long as that obstacle is overcome, the 
possessor or owner of lanc! will be entitled under the 
provisions of the Act, to borrow money for cultivation 
purposes or to buy livestock. I n  any case, although 
I do not know exactly what the Report says, from what 
J have heard, 1 endorse the suggestion that evwy 
possible means should be used in order to assist the 
present owners of livestock to obtain more livestock. 
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I If i t  is the opinion of honourable members that  the 
Peasants' Loan Bank is not at  present expenchug aa 
much money as they would llke to see expended for 
this purpose, i t  is not because the 1)irectors do noL 
siiare the view that more use should be made of the 
Bank, but because they are restricted 'by the terms of 
the Act under which they operate. 

The last honourable member who spoke did so a t  
length on the gctual proposal before the House itself 
and not so muoh on whether or D r  not the Report of 
the Committee should be considered. I do not know 
what is Your I-Ionour's ruling on the matter, but I ,do 
not want to resume my seat if doing that now will 
prejudice my right to speak again. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is en- 
titled to make one speech. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : 1 should like to see the House 
go into Committee on this Report for the simple 
reason that we cannot agree to the Report as i t  stands, 
and it is not fair to ask us to make amendments in  a 
manner which we would not like. Rather than run  
the risk of not being able to speak again, I will make 
a few remarks as to the proposal before us itself. 1 
know that the &lect Committee approved in principle 
the Message from the Governor in connection with this 
matter, and I need hardly add that I also endorse the 
principle myself, especially the fact that the Memo- 
randum which came down with the Message em- 
phasizes the vitally important part which the develop- 
ment of the dairy industry will play in the future 
economic development of the colony and in the at- 
tempt to raise the nutritional standard of the people 
of the colony. This is a point which cannot be too 
strongly emphasked and I sincerely hope that the 
House will keep it 'before their minds in view of one 
speech which, so far, has been made by an  honourable 
member on my left. I n  passing, I should like to quote 
the example of Jamaica which discovered after a con- 
densary had been established there, that nothing had 
contributed more to the economic development of the 
country within the past 8 or 10 years than the conden- 
sary ha,d done. I heard an  impartial observer say that, 
in his opinion, the dairy industry in Jamaica and the 
condensary had done more to improve the country 
than both the Manley and Bustamante Parties put 
together. If honourable members appreciate to the 
full the particular significance of what this matter 
can mean to this colony, we will not hear a repetition 

I of the speech made by the hontourable senior memn'ber 
for St .  Lucy. His talk about peasants not being de- 
sirous of keeping cattle to sell milk and what not, on 
small holdinr- - 

Mr. WARD : I said some peasants, not all. 
Nr .  CRAWFORD : Nobody says that he means 

all peasants. As soon as the scheme starts to operate, 
the peasants are verj- likely to stop growing canes and 
plant fodder to feed their corns, because selling milk 
will pay them better than selling canes. I am sure 
that within five or six years after this scheme has 
been put into operation, every single man and woman 
in this colony will be amazed at  what has been done 
to transform the economy of the colony. Look at 
Scandinavia, Denmark, Australia and New Zealand. 
countries in which the dairy industry has been de- 
veloped to the fullest possible extent; note the wealth 
of those conntries and the fact that their economic 
development was based on the wealth and on the con- 
ditions produced after they had begun to expand the 
dairy industry. From every single point of view 
the dairy industry means a lot to any agricultural 
community and the only regret I haw is that this 
schenx was not embarked upon 10 or 15 years ago. 
(A MEMBER : We did not dream of i t ) .  Mr Wake- 
field suggested it over 10 years ago, and in 1945 Mr. 

Mills proposed this scheme which, I regret, we did not. 
embark upon before. 

With regard to the other proposals I want to say 
one thing a t  this stage. I see that &60,000 will be 
asked for ; the sum of &1,2101 is earmarked for a Butter 
Making Plant but I think we can do without going 
in for that expenditure now. It is admitted on aU 
sides that the milk production of this colony at  present 
is not s e c i e n t  even to meet present-day consumption; 
therefore I am at  a loss to find out whence i t  is ex- 
pected we will get the milk to make this butter. 
hloreover, if this concern starts in the early stages to 
make butter, the prognostications of the honourable 
senior member for St. Lucy might well be justified, 
because butter could not be economically produced 
in Barbados at  the present cost a t  which we produce 
milk. I t  will take no less than 18 or 20 pints of milk 
to make a pound of butter for, which you will get $1 
or $1.20; aqd if 18 pints of milk cost $1.80, I do not 
see anybody paying 8 cents a pint for  the skimmed 
milk in order that the cost of the milk to make the 
butter would be recovered. I t  has been suggested that 
pigs could be fed with the separated milk, but I do not 
see anybody buying that milk tbo feed pigs. I suggest 
that we omit the Butter Making Plant a t  this stage 
and rather concentrate on other equipment for con- 
den1sing the milk. I t  might a,ppear to be funny if I say 
that the present milk production is not enough to meet 
local requirements and then say that we should have 
equipment for condensing or evaporating the milk; 
but although the object of the concern must be to dis- 
tri'bute the supply of milk which comes in, I am sure 
that in the actual operation it mill be found, at  least 
in the early stages, that distribution will br,eak down. 
People who now get milk from dairies may not be able 
to get i t  after the scheme has been started; a lot of 
these people may not find i t  quite easy in  the be- 
ginning to get their supply of milk mainly because 
the distribution might break down. I feel that it 
would be a mistake for us not to have equipment for 
pvaporating the milk or making condensed milk be- 
cause it will be uneconomic to have supplies of milk 
for making butter, and the correct thing for us to do 
is to have our equipment for condensing or evaporat- 
ing the milk so as to utilize every available gill of our 
anticipated supply in the early stages. 

On the question of production, the Memorandum 
has interesting figures; on page 4 it says that the 
estimated cost of establishing a Central Milk Depot at  
which 5,000 gallons of milk can be pasteurised per 
day will be so much; but we are told later that the 
existing production is hardly more than 4,000 gallons 
per day, and I believe, the Creamery might get about 
2,000 gallons of that amount. 'Honourable members 
may be surprised to know that ~Gith an increase i n  the 
number of cows in the island as soon as the Creamery 
is started, the daily production of milk will rise, be- 
cause there are a number of people in, this i s l a d  who 
keep cows but do not feed them to the maximum be- 
cause of the difficulty in distributing milk through not 
having anybody to milk the cows a t  3 or 4 o'clock in 
the morning. But as soon as the Central Milk Depot 
is there, people will feed their cows to capacity. The 
Memorandum points out that the potential consump- 
tion of milk in this island is 25,000 gallons a day, and 
that is a big difference between the present production 
of 4,000 gallons and the 25,000 which we hope to pro- 
duce; but, in the meantime, that is taken care of by 
the extraordinariIy large importation of milk to the 
tune of over $51),000 in 1949. Even although we have 
the difficulty which the lack of extensive pasture l a d 9  
in the colony will emphasize, yet I feel that with more 
irrigation and with greater concentration on the grow- 
ing of fodder and with a greater use of the silos by  
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;mall farniers, in a very short space of tinit Liis big 
gap between the present-day production and potentiw 
yonsumption of milk will narrow considerably. I t  1s 
scandalous that an agricultural commuqlty should im- 
port over half a million dollars' worth of milk in one 
form or another; i t  is more than scandalous that before 
the War our imports of milk totalled over 1,838,OW 
pounds and cost us £18,000. Today these imports 
which are only about half a million pounds more, cost 
us lhuch as S86,OOO. We are spending nearly five 
times as much. Money which is going out of the 
colony should be kept in the colony, to say nothing 
of the employment which the effort to keep tnis money 
in the colony will provide. 

Binally, I want to say that i t  is highly important 
to consider even at the beginning, the provision of a 
condensary. I have seen this Milk Processing Plant 
which it is proposed to set up here, in British Guiana; 
I have seen a breakdown because the plant could only 
pasteurise and they had to get a plant for dehydrating 
the milk. I feel that in beginning we will need this 
eondensary more than we will need it later on. With 
regard to the expansion of the milk production, I think 
that on a close examination it will be found that the 
quickest means of doing that in this colony would be 
by resorting to artificial insemination. I said that, 
some time ago, and honourable members laughed ; but 
since then I have been very interested to know that the 
British Milk Marketing Board itself has discovered 
that by adopting the method of artificial insemination, 
it; l ~ a s  been able to increase its milk production within 
a short space of time. As a matter of fact, i t  is now 
hoped in Great Britain to increase the average yield 
of a cow ko as much as 600 gallons a year. I n  this 
Memorandum we are told that the average yield per 
cow is only 280 gallons per annum, 'but i t  is not un- 
known for the average yield of a cow per annnm to be 
as high as 1,000 gallons as a result of artificial in- 
semination. I t  is known that one pure bred bull-an 
Ayrshire-has been able to sire as many as 4,000 cows 
in one year by artificial insemination and the preg- 
nancy rate is much higher than by ordinary mating. 
Some years ago I spent a little time at the Agricultural 
and Technical College at Tennessee and the pregnacy 
rate by artificial insemination for animals at that 
College is as high as 70%. Of course, that College 
has the reputation for having one of the best dairies 
and one of the best pasteurising plants to be found 
anywhere in NorthXmerica ; a lot of attention is being 
paid to the development of the best milk-producing 
herds and the use of every possi'ble scientific means 
to improve the general standard of the dairy. A per- 
centage of 70% pregnancy is a high one and cannot 
be obtained by ordinary mating methods. Apart from 
the number of cows which one bull can sire in the 
course of a pear by artificial insemination, there is also 
the possibility of so improving your dairy herd by 
the use of the best quality bull, that in a verv short 
space of time you toil1 have a herd of high quality 
milk-producing cows in the island, rather than the 
present cows which produce milk at such a low average 
rate. 

The official suggestions with regard to finance 
is that the Government's contribution to the capital 
should be limited to a maximum of S30,000 and be 
free of interest for 20 years and that the other half 
should be subscribed by the sale of shares. The origi- 
nal proposal was that we should have a grant from 
Colonial Development and WeLfare; I am glad t o  
know that that proposal is no longer being made 
because I do not agree with it. We have an allocation 
from Colonial Development and Welfare and every 
time we take from it, the amount which remajns must 
be less, and I do not think that it would be comet 

for  us to finance a venture of this sort by ~$akiug 
Eoney from our allocation from Colonial Development 
lrid deltare. When it comes to the question ol: the 
Airport or the Harbour, that would be all right, but 
;his proposition should be ragar&d as a ticklish one 
ind it should be financed by ,way of loan apart from 
;he shares in capital needeq a t  the beginning. As a 
xatter of fa&, when Mr. Mills first submitted t h k  
scheme; From what I remember a t  the time, he proposed 
;hat the entire capital should be raised by me&m 
)f a loan. While I agree with the alternative sugges- 
,ion that the scheme should be run  on a co-operative 
: asis and that  people who supply milk should 
,hares in the concern, I feel that Mr. %h was right 
~ h e n  he prop5~ea tkat the capital should be raised 
2y means of a loan. I n  fact, Mr. Mills was SO optimis- 
cic about the entire matter that he suggested that 
3, loan of S65,000 could be repaid in 101 years; b 
<new that if we could find, half a million dollrtrs a 
year to be spent in importing milk, we could repay 
ha sum of $300,OCAOI in 10 years. Mr. Mills went sa 
far as to suggest that the Cfovernment should p r o w t  
;he local industry; that it should supply the needs 
)f the population and take steps to protect the local 
lndustry against competition from imported milk, 
md he was on correct ground in claiming that a loan 
)f &65,060 for the purpose of casrying out this 
scheme could be repaid in 10 years. I, pel%~~Uy, 
Eeel that we shall need ant-ther &'5,UQO for the cow- 
Ierisary or evapora,tingplant, and if the Govern- 
ment is minded to a&d to this equipment the machinery 
for the condensary, we could add another &5,000 to 
;he prCpTsed expenditure of S6Qi000. If we can sell 
32,500 pound shares the remainder of the capital 
;an be raiseti by m e w  of a loan. I feel &at h 
matters ok' this sort, we should begin to make W of 
some of the facilities offered by the international 
agencies for developing our economy for indwtrial 
expansion. I think that we should make efforts -to 
get assistance by way of a loan thro-ugh the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation of the United Natiom 
In 1945 the British and French Governments p u W -  
ed a, long report as a result of a conference held in 
London bp British and French colonial experts m 
the qnestion of assisting the colonies by expanding B 

their economy and what not. The Food and Agricul- 
ture Or~anisation exists for the purpose af ~ a X i  
tEk nutritional levels and expanding the agri&ultura1 
development of the .territories. We will get asrsista;hce 
hut the particular Organisation has to be approached; 
ve can approach the F A O . ,  itself and obtrtii c l'dan 
f b m  the International Bank or one of the U.N.O., v 

agencies. @ly last year the F.A.O., sent Dr. B-d 
ahd D$. Hockie to the Caribbean to prepam repb-r't~ 
iri connection with this matter, and I think t h e e  W& 
some talk about holding a series of meetin@ in thk 
Britibh Caribbean this year. The time mill come when 
I hope we will obtain the sssiatance of' one of 
International agencies for indnstria3 vepltarcwr; W 
in a scheme of this am% which haa so mu& to CO- 
it, I think that this would be a good opportunity for 
us to take steps to h d  out what the positioa migbt 
be if in future ve  feel that we shall be in need of 
the assistance of one of these internatioyal agencieu. 
In  my opinion, every possible thing should be done to 
get this scheme started as soon as possible; it s h d d  
be pushed for all i t  is vorth. We have not only the 
local market but the West Indian market in case 
our production reaches the point where it is more 
than will satisfy our needs IocaIly ; for obvious reasons 
there is every justificakion for going all speed ahead 
with this very excellent idea. I hope that in t& very 
near future we shall take some steps to expand the 
poultry and pig rearing iphst r ies  in this &land; 
some years ago, Mr. McDonald Symmonds, the then 
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honourable junior member for St. George, urged 
the immediate extension of the pig rearing industry. 
I notice that in  St. Lucia some months ago, the Agri- 
cultural Department was distributing thousands of 
eggs of good quality to peasmts in  an  effort to ex- 
pand the poultry industry and improve the quaJit:ir 
of poultry in the island. This is a matter with which 
the local Agricultural Department should concer~  
itself just as much as i t  concerns itself with the im- 
provement of the dairy industry. I f  i t  is scandalous 
that we should import half a million dollars' worth 
of milk annually, I feel it is even more scandalou 
that we should import eggs from Canada and spend 
dollars in doing so. I hope that before long so_r;~le 
schemer will be brought before the House in  connection 
with this matter and i n  the manner in which atten. 
tion is being paid to the dairy industry today. 

Messrs. GILL, MOTTLEY and REECE entered Ih; 
House and took their seats. 

Mr. DOWDING: As honourable members x i 1  
notice, in  my Minority Report I stated that I agret 
with the establishment of a Central Milk Depot, bui 
could not, a t  this stage, commit myself td agreemexr 
with the Memorandum which the Governor has asbc 
us to consider in  his Message. I n  his Message thf 
Governor asked us to agree to the two document{ 
referred to ;  as regards the latter part  of the @S 
document, we cannot agree to that. This matter wa 
brought before this House a t  the meeting before t h ~  
Easter recess, and honourable members of the S'elec 
CYommittee have had little time to do what they shoulc 
have done. They held one meeting, and at  that meet 

only able to discuss the  matter aqd I shall state 
the facts later on. The salvation of dairying in Bar- 
bados depends upon the success of a scheme of this 
nature. If this scheme is gone into without careful 
consideration from every possible angle, if when i t  is 
launched i t  becomes a failure, the daily industry of 
Barbados will also become a failure. I t  is therefore 
necessary for us to give this matter the greatest 
consideration at our disposal and to be very careful 
and accurate in our reply to the Governor's Message. 
Previous to 1939 there were few people who were 
interested in  the dairy industry or the furtherance 
of that industry in  this colony. As you lcnow, Mr. 
Speaker, War broke out in that year, and i t  was 
only then that the Agricultural Department and mem- 
bers of the public began to realise the necessity for 
having a good supply of beef, milk and even butter, 
commodities which are produced by  the dairy cow. 
At  that  time there were some dairymen in  t.& island 
who were interested i n  starting a scheme of this nature 
but War broke out and it was dif6cule to obtain 

,pinion, is a very small reward for his labours. That 
tlso applies to dairymen who employ ~ e o p l e  : theirs 1s a 
,he most arduons task it is pawible to imagine. It is be- 
:oming more and more difficult in  this island t~ find 
seople who know anything about dairying on account 

4 
)f the fact that they mould have to do arduous work 
Eor long hours. I t  must be apparent that something 
must-be G n e  to alleviate that position particularly 
in view of The fact that in  these days all sorts 'of 
movements axe afoot to the end that workers should 
not have to work for more than certain periods. It' 
something is not done and done quickly to  meet the 
situation which I have just mentioned, the dairy 
industry in this island will suffer. The advantages af: 
Zairying to an island like Barbados are quite numerous. 
I regret to say that you can find very few good cattle 
in this island, and i t  ia my firm opinion that the 
average yield of a dairy cow is not more than 150 C 

gallons per yeas, although the authorities claim that 
the yield is 280 gallons. The dairy COW produces 4476 
of the food of animal origin, vhich is consumed by 
human beings, so that i t  is necessary for us to realise 
the importance of the dairy industry to this islamrl. 'F-- 
This colony will always be purely agricultural unless 
we industrialise like Puerto Rico ; we may have subsi- 
diary industries; but, on the whole, I feel that we will 
always be an agricultural island. We must therefore 
t ry to help the soil from which everything comes and 

J% 

to which everything must return. 
The next advantage which dairying has is that 

i t  offers e m p l ~ y ~ e n t ;  if a dairy is being run, people 
are employed %r 365 days a year, so that if this i n d w  

_ t ry  is increased, there will be a corresponding increase 
n permanent employment. As one honourable mmi- 
aer of the Select Committee pointed out, years ago 
most of the plantations in this island carried cattle 
tnd mules ; toda,y that is no longer an economic proh- 
[em, but it is aud will always be an economic problem 
to use the roughage produced on a plantation for the 
Feeding of dairy cattle. I do not mean that rough- J) 

age alone can maintain in Barbados. There is a fur- 
ther reason why dairying should be furthered in this A 
island and i t  is that all the products of the industry 
are consumed in the island. Mr. Speaker, I hava 
mentioned some of the advantages of the dairy indus- 
try to this island; I could elaborate on this matter 
a great dead more, but I think I have said enough 
as to the reasons why the dairy industry should be 
furthered in this idand. 

Now we come to the disadvantages. The 
first disadvantags of dairying in this island is 
the long drawn out working hours, and then a 
there is the necessary outlay of a large amount 
c£ capital for starting a dairy. These factors should 
be considered and any honourable member will have 
ths opportunity of questioning what I say. Yon 
cannot buy a good cow today for less than $350, but 
in  1938 you could buy a good cow for  $80. That is a 
matter which must be taken into consideration in  ang 
scheme in which more cattle will be needed and there- . y 

machinery. As time went on, we had the Agricultural 
Department taking a keener interest in  the matter, 
and then we had that great gentleman-and there 
are very few of that type-who had some great ideas 
and some of his proposals were carried out. I refer 
t o  M r .  Wakefield. From that  point in  1946 we had 
Mr. Mills who was appointed ~bivestock Officer by 
Colonial Development and Welfare and who was 
strongly supported by S!ir John Saint in this proposal. 
The original scheme has been threshed out rat several 

fore money must be made available for the purchase 
of these cattle. Then in  the large dairy you have the 
constant problem of the labour difficulties due to tha 
long lVorking hours. Whereas a person who has a 
large or medinm-sized dairy should have 8 or 10  men meetings and the matter has boiled down to what we :o ~nilk his herd, he has to rely on 3 men to do that. If 

see on the laet page of the Message from the Governor. I a scheme of this sort is to be furthered, we must have 
That is a rough history of the events which h w e  ~ ~ h o o l s  a t  which people can be taught dairying and 
preceded this scheme which is before us to+day. 

A t  the risk of boring honourable members wit:] 
something. of which they have knowledge, I must 
refer to the present condition of dailying in Barbados. 
The dairyman of this island has the m o i t  u n ~ n ~ j a h j e  
job in any part of the rn~orld; he is called upon a t  
h w s  of the night and the day to look after his stock 
and to work in order that he might earn what, in my 

1.0, to hmdle dairy cows before we can launch fully 
into such a scheme. I hope tha,t i n  the near futare 
some system will be put into operation a t  the Pine 
and other Stations throughout the island whereby t h ~  
vast amount of knowledge that there ia t o  be gained 
about the dairy cow can be ga,ined by those who wish 
to gain it. When you come to the general hazards, the 
main trouble under that head is disease. I n  this islm(f I 



further expa&ion of %lie dairy industry must suffer. 
I n  launching into a scheme of this sort, one cannot 
overlook the possibility oB an outbreak of foot and 
mouth disease; in these days of plane travel and 
quick communication, there is the possibility of an 
outbreak of this disease. We cannot afford to spend 
SQ000 on this scheme without having any proper 
administrative facilities for the prevention of the 
entry into this island of any such disease or any of 
these aseases which are drastic in  their results. Hon- 
ourable members will remember the epl'demic of swine 
fever which broke out in  this island with the result 
that pigs had to be destroyed in  large numbers 
Imagine this scheme being in operation and our having 
to destroy many of our cattle! Another disadvantage 
of dairykg in this island is the delivery expenses 
the delivzry of milk is B e  -most costly part of t h ~  
dairy business particularly with the high increasf 
in  the cost of gasoiene and the cost of new vehicle 
and the fact that dairymen have to deliver mill 
all over Bridgetown and the parish of St. Michael 
The establishment of a Central Milk Depot to be ru! 
on co-operative lines for the distribution of milk wil 
be a definite advantage to the dairy industry as 
whole, but we must, of necessity, cut out the Ion; 
working hours. If the milk is delivered at  a centra 
depot and it is pasteurised, dairymen will no longe 
have to wake up a t  2 o'clock in the morqing; the, 
will be able to milk their cows a t  5 or 6 o'clock an1 
send the milk to the depot. That will greatly enhanc 
the position of dairies i n  this island; not only so, bu 
i t  will enhance the value of the cows themselvkt 
because they will be milked at  reasonable hours m 
good spacing between the milking hours mill resu! 
in an increase of productivity. A central Creameq 
must, of necessity, assist in the labour problems; ail 
followkg that, there will be the means of fosterin 
the 1ivesTock industry in this island. However, M1 
Speaker, the establishment of this Depot alone cannc 

today, there is a large amount of mastitis, and unless stage, I beg to move that this House do n o n  a d j o w  
3r half an  hour. 

Dr. CUMMINS': I beg to second that. 
The question that this House do now adjourn 

3r 6aIf a n  hour was put and resolved in  the a B m a -  
he  without division, and Mr. SPEBILER adjourned the 
louse accordingly. 

matters are gone into and dealt with quickly, the 

REPLIES LAID 

f r  

On re-assembling : 
Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker,-I beg to lay the 

teply to Question No. 67 standing in  the name of the 
unior member for the City. 

Mr. P. L. WALCOTT: E. Speaker,-I beg to 
sy the Reply to Question No. 71, standing in the name 
f the junior member for St. James. 
APPOINTMENT O F  CHAPLAIN POSTPONED 

Mr. ADAMS: Before Your Honour calls the 
zext Order of the Day, I might inform you that there 
ire a few honourable members who seriously consider 
;he necessity of debating whether or not it is necessary 
to continue the post of Chaplain of the House of 
Assembly; and if that is the general feeling, I wo$d 
mggest postponing the appointment. 

The appointment of the Chaplain was postponed. 

ADDICESS Re ESTABLISHMENT O F  A 
CR*EIAMERY 

Mi.. SPEAKER : On the adjournment the honour- 
able junior member for St. George was speaking on the 
motion for the consideration of the Report of the 
Select Committee in  connection- with the eskablishment 
of a Creamery. 

Mr. DOWDING : Before we adjourned for tea l 
tried to draw a picture for this honourable House of 
the advantages and disadvantages of dairying in this 
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overnight increase the number of stock in this island; 
it will enhance the position as far  as the public is 
concerned and create the necessary initiative for them 
to keep cattb, but do not let the Government think 
that the mere establishment of a Central Milk Depot 
will expand the dairy industry in this island withour 
the other things I have mentioned. Looking at  the 
matter from the point ?f view of the public, in  this 
day when a t  any moment War might be declared, 
the establishment of the Depot and the -corresponding 
increase in the number of people who will keep dairy 
cattle, war be of great benefit to this island. There 
were a few dairymen who were interested i n  the 
ftlrtberance or the daily industry in this colony 
before the outbreak d the War in  11939 and I hope 
that what happened during the War has taught the 
authorities a lesson, and that they will get up and do 
everything that lies i n  t h d r  power to see that if 
another War breaks out, we will be able to feed the 
community on such products as the dairy cow p m  
duces. I want to emphasize that the establishment of 
this Depot on a co-operative basis will, of necessity, 
benefit the peasants of this $land. AS regards the 
matter as to whether i t  will Pay a Pasan t  better t~ 
keep than to grow sugar canes. I Can asSW@ 

members that the Peasant is quite capable 
of decidinq t h t  matter for himself; he has decided 
that question in  the past a d  he will decide it again 
in the futUre. The mere *ot the bamment 
has &%red facilltles whereby loans can be obtained, 

that Depot will be established on co-operative 
finf% will; of n e e s s i t ~ ,  induce the pea-ts in the 

1 
I 

Island, and Gf the advantages 2 setting up a Central 
Milk Depot to handle the milk supply of the Idand. 
I have dealt with them fairly exhaustively. There are 
uumerous points; but I intend to deal now with the d k  
advaota,ges that are likely to crop up-disadvantages 
which must be foreseen and in  some way, obviated. 
The fir& disadvantage that a Central Creameq is apt 
to encounter is the fact that Barbados is not, and 
never will be an economic country in  which to p m  
duce bilk. The honourable senior member for St. 
Philip mentioned such countries as New Zealand, 
Australia and some o&ers; I cannot remember 
eaa,ctly which they were, but we could go on with 
Canada, the United States of America and other 
places which must, of necessity, due to t&e fact that 
they have large areas of grazing lands, be able to pr6- 
duce milk more economically than we can do i t  in 
Barbados. This is a big point which should be weighed 
by this honourable House and I hope they willigo into 
Committee on the matter to enable every member to 
discuss fully the pros and cons of the Scheme. 

I *ill repeat now, rvhat I said at the beginning. 
The future of i e  dairy industrp in  this Island 
depends on the succes of this venture. I f  we in this 
House agree to do anJrthing which will, in  any Way 
hazard that success, it will be, in  my opinion, not the 
death, but a temporary demise of the industry in thin 
Island. That Sir, is, in my opinion, one of the prime 
factors mwt be con&dered among the &sadvan- 
ta#ges. Then, there are some minor details which 
become prime as soon this Depot comes into opera- 
tion. One of those things is the collecting of milk 
from the various parts of the Island, and in  saying 
that, I wish to mention the fact that, my 

l opinion, St. Andrew has the greatest possibili$ies so 
various Pillages to join together and be able to send far  as the production of cattle and milk in  this Mapd 
their quota of milk to the Depot. Mr. Speaker, at thia is concerned. I 
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NOW, Sir, if this Scheme is not properly investi- 
gated and the manner in  which this milk is going to 
be collected is not organised, we niay find ourselves 
faced with the probled of having a lot of spoiled milk 
t a  ha~ ld  which might lead to failure of the Scheme. 
- Next we come to the large capital which will be 
aeeessary for the working of this scheme. The Scheme 
originaliy called for $54,000; to-day, it calls for 
R60,003, that is $288,Q00. That, Sir, is the large 
capital outlay and the greatest care must be taken in 
considering that factor. 

We can all agree that pasteurization of milk will 
be a new idea in Barbados. I know one dairyman 
in this Island who departed from the usual practice 
and started to refrigerate his milk, a practice thal 
obtains in other parts of the world. That dairymaa 
had to stop that practice because his customers tolc 
him that they would not continue to take that milE 
from him. We have a lot of old customs to b red  
down, and we must carefully consider them befort 
entering upon this Scheme. Many people in  this Islani 
are accustomed to having milk delivered at their dooi 
at  a eertain hour, and they are also acdustomed tc 
having i t  with a certain taste. 

a possibility to-@a,~ with science advancing ar 
i t  is; although, I personally, cannot foresee; an( 
hope never to see, a substitute that would replace th? 
milk of the dairy COW as I know it. @evertheless 
experiments are constantly taking place and product 
are being distributed on the market to-day; anc 
the time will come when we might have Q conside 
that  factor also. Not only are experiments beiu 
made towads  producing the equivalent of milk, bu 
by-products other than milk, such as oils in connectio 
with which experiments are also being carried ou. 
and there is a scheme on foot in the U.S.A. for exploi 
ing new ways of processing milk. We can awake tc 
morrow morning and find that pasteurisation is con 
pietsly out of date. There are new schemes fc 
freezing milk and that means processing it. 

Another disadvantage will be the large increase 
importation of concentrated foods; and regretfull: 
those concentrated foods come mostly from the har 
currency areas; so, we must take that into consideri 
tion along with the loss in revenue which the no1 
importation of condensed milk will necessarily entai 

Finally, the biggest disadvantage of all is thr 
the scheme j~ a big experiment; and under presel 
world conditions, and with science advancing i 

quickly as it is, we could regard this Scheme as nothir 
else but a big experiment. Not only is it an  experimel 
from the point of view of world conditions, but 
is also m experiment so fax as local conditiol 
and the people of this Island are concerned. Tho 
are a few of the advantages which I can see a t  tl 
moment. 

A t  this moment I am going to appeal to the h01 
ourable Leader of the House to let us go into Col 
mittee on thismatter i n  order that it may be thc 
oughly threshed out. I feel, Sir, that if we are goil 
to agree in mere principle we owe it to ourselves 
agree, according to the Message, "in the terms of t 
two documents referred to above." As I said befol 
one of these documents contain!: details of a loan fro 
Colonial Development and Welfare and there are se 
era1 members who, I feel will have wor th~~hi le  poin 
--possibly points like those I have just melltioi~ed 
which they would like to have further threshed ollt. 

At  this stage I must say- that I canllot a;- 01  ee wi 
the Select Committee's Report as ~ ~ o r d c d ,  alld I ho 
that hononrable meinbers vill  be give11 tllc oppc 
tunity of suggesting their amendments in Cornmitt, 

I repeat- that this Rouse must consider tl 
Schenle as carefully as they possibly can. The succ, 

~f this Scheme means the success of the dairy indus- 
ry of Barbados. 

d 

31r. D A X S :  Mr. Speaker, I did not intend to 
,peak, but 1 do make an earnest appeal to honourable 
nembers not to continue a t  the rate a t  which they 

4 

legan this debate. Honourable members must know 
,hat this Session is coming to a close and there %re 
,WO important things that should be got over before 
,he fjession closes. One is the Milk Scheme and the 
~ t h e r  is the Underground Water Control Bill. The 
Milk Scheme is1 before the House and when a scheme 
1s before the House or on the Order Pa,per every- 
thing that could be said for or against it, then is 
the time to say it. The Governor's Message uses 
the words "in principle" and that Xessage means 

d 

this: 'Are you agreeing in principle to the establish- 
m?nt of a Creamery ? If so say " Yes" ; if not so, say 
"NoJ'. No twenty-fonr of us can all agree on the 

t 

details. If the House say "No" on the principle, we 
wjll not come down here with any proposals; if they 
say "Yes ", then we wiL1 come down here next Tues- 
day with proposals, and honourable members mill con- 
tinne the debate. I pointed out the same thing last %- 
Wednesdav. Honourable members know what our 

,e prevented from discussing them when the R&O- 
ution comes before the House. No Speaker would 
wevent members from discussing a matter when i t  
S before the Honse for the purpose of being 
~assed. Therefore, I appeal to honourable members 
,o see that nothing whatever is to be gained by dis- 
:ussinp the details of the proposed Scheme with 
vhich they do not agree. B y  so doing, they are 
~ u t t i n g  the Government in a, most awkward position. 
rhese two essential matters must be got through as 

d 

luickly as  possible before this House is prorogued and 
;he attitude of hononrable members will be making i t  4 
:xtremely clifficult for the programme to be put before 
the Legislature. Let us decide to get through details 
next Tuesday or whenever the matter is put  before 
the EIonse again. If honourable members like they can 
sdd: "But we don't agree with the details", so that 
the Executive will know when i t  is put  before them 
that the details niay be disputed. I appeal to hon- 
ourable members to let us see if we can finish this 
matter in five n1iiiules without depriving honourable 
members of their right of saying for hours, if they 
feel like it, all that they might feel like saying ~vhcn 
the actual Resolution is before the House. 

Mr. WILKlNSON: Mr. Speakey, if  it be in 
order, I beg to move the passing of the following 
Address. 
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big factor which might close this scheme down 
completelv would be a substitute for milk, and that is 
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His Excellency The Governor 
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suggestiol~s are and they will have time to consider 
those suggestions when the Resolution is before the 
House. The Resolution is not before the House now. 
I do not know how Your Honour will rule when the 
Bill comes before the House, but i t  does appear to 
me that if the details are discussed now, we might 
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The House of Assembly have the honour to 
acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency ' S  Message 
No. 11/1951 dated 5th March, 1951 relalting to the 
establishnient of a Central Milk Depot and Creamery. 

The Honse approve of the principle of the schemc! 
to set a Central Xilk Depot and Creamery on a co- 
operative basis. 

MT. F. L. TVA4C TT :_ .&.h. Speaker, I n  second- 
il*g .tlid'- mbtion for t 2 e passinq 01 this Address, I 
should like to sap that what this Address states is 
what the IIouse has been asked to do. The Honse has 
been asked to approve in principle to the scheme set 
opt in this Afemoranclum and no honourable member 4 
is being asked to discuss the iretails of it. As the hon- 
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ourable Leader has said, and as 1 think honourable 
members will agree, the details of the scheme 1s a 
matter for the experts and technical people. 'lhe 
questions of detail which have been raised by hon- 
ourable members have been answered by the junior 
member for St. Philip. There is a Department of 
Science and Agriculture with technical officers 
attached who are paid to handle the details of schemes 
such as this ; and Lf we have to work out all the details 
of a scheme for ourselves then, i t  means that we are 
wasting our money. No one replied to the junior 
member for St. Philip, but I should like to put his 
mind at  rest. Where those international agencies are 
concerned, usually you do not get any financial assist- 
ance from them if the machinery is going to be bought 
from Great Britain and not in  a hard currency area. 
The question of technical advice could always be set- 
tled whenever the scheme is put  into operation. There 
is no point in trying to convince the senior member 
for S t  Lucy or the junior member for S t .  George, 
because they have made wild statements. The senior 
member for St. Lucy talks about not being able to 
supply the amount of livestock. Apparently, he is 
not aware of the facts. He should read the Report 
in respect of this scheme which says that 75 per 
cent. of the livestock of this Island are owned 
by small holders. So that when honourable members 
make those wild and vague statements they should 
be examined. An honourable member has spoken of 
the authority of the Department of Science and Ag- 
riculture being able to carry out a survey; but I do 
not think that he is in a position to carry out a sur- 
vev like that De~artment .  Sonourable mem- 
bLrs need not Ee i f ra id  
not have the attention of 

that this Scheme 
Government. That 

Scheme did not come before us until now 
is an  indication that the people concerned must have 
given consideration to every aspect of it. Some hon- 
ourable members have talked of minor industries; 
but I will say this: whenever an attempt is made 
to do something substantial to help, not only industry, 
but the employment situation of this Island, i t  is 
either delayed or rendered abortive by the attitude of 
certain honourable members. This is a matter 
that should have an easy passage and not be turned 
into a, three-hour debate. It is true that a contro- 
versial matter should be discussed; but I feel, that 
in so f a r  as the principle of this Scheme is concerned, 
i t  is so clear that a lengthy debate is unnecessary. 
The Government, on the one hand, has agreed to put 
the sum of S30,W into i t ;  you have seen, on the 
other hand. that debentures will be issued and I ca.9 
give the assurance that the milk producers have put 
up  a certain amount of money. Furthermore, the 
financial side of this Scheme is put  on a co-opera- 
tive basis. Therefore, honourable members who raised 
the question as to the small holder need not fear.  
Those are the details relative to the spending of the 
£60,000. The Government is undertaking a financial 
venture on behalf of the producers who have ap- 
proved of the Scheme, and so f a r  as this matter is 
concerned, T hope that no honourable member will be 
afraid to voice his approval of the Scheme. I n  fact, 
if those people who have to contribute half the money 
have, in  the main approved of the Scheme, i t  would 
be a point of hard-heartedness on the part of this 
Assembly not to approve of i t  also. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, 1 have a few 
remarks to make on this Memorandum relabive t a  
pa s t eu r i~~ t ion  and the establishment of- 

Mr. SPEIAKER: I may as well remind the hon. 
ourable member that I will not permit him to go into 
the details. 

Mr. MILhEIR: Mr. Speaker, Think of what thc 
honourable Leader of the House said before he closed 

his remarks: "If there is anything you would like 
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changed ' '. 
Mr. ADAMS: That has not c r o w d  my lips. 

1 i t  ;"but 
ments 
. 
I 
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Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, I understood the 
honourable Leader to say that he would like any 
honourable member to give a n  intimation of anythug 
before i t  is brought before US. 

Mr. A D A M S  : Not the wildeat imagination ooald 
build up that. 

Mr. MILLER : That was how I actually inter- 
preted it, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  Iiet me tell the honourable 
member that if he begins by saying anything of the 
details of the Memorandcm before this House, I 
will not allow it. 

Mr. MILLER: I could not allow this Address to 
be passed without saying something of my own. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Government would not 
be thanking you for that. 

Mr. MILLER: I would like to waste my 
remarks. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  AnJ  the time of the H O G .  
Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I am entirely in 

agreement with the Scheme; but when I got u p  to 
sl'eak on a previous occasion I was interrupted by 
mme other honourable member-the honourable 
senior memebr for St. Peter I think i t  was. Now Sir, 
listen to what I have to say. 

Mr. W E A K E R :  The honourable member will 
not be allowed to go into the details of this Scheme. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I would be stupid to attempt 
to PO into it. As recards the Memorand6m I amee with 

I do not 
above. ' ' 

U 

agree 
That 

"the 
all I 

terms 
want 

of the 6vo dwu- 
to say: because 

when I stand u p  to talk next Tuesday orVany other 
Tuesday, don't tell me that I agreed to this. I just 
\\ant to make my position clear. I agree with the 
Address. It will be observed that I have not even 
pined in the debate. 

I repeat that I agree with the principle; but  I 
do not agree with the words "in terms of the two 
clocuments above. " 

Mr. CBAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I want to 
propose an amendment to the Address. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is 
out of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER. : The question is that thia Address 
do now pass. Honourable members in  favour of that 
will please say "Aye," those against will please say 
"No." I will now call on the senior member for  St. 
Lucy to present the Address to His 'Excellency the 
Governor. 

Mr. WARD : Mr. Speaker, to that  I agree. 
TXDERGROUND WATER CONTROL BILL, 1951 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker, I am asking leave 
to postpone the next three items on the Order Paper 
arld that Order No. 5 be taken as the next Order: 
sccond reading of a Bill intituled an  Act to make 
provision for the control and use of the undergrou~d 
sources of water supply in the Island and otber 
matters connected therewith. 

There being no objection, leave was granted. 
Mr. COX: Mr. Speaker, According to t,he 

"Objects and Reasons," "This Bill seeks to make pro- 
vision for the control and beneficial use of the under- 
ground fresh water resources of the Island. The 
Senn and Roddam reports affirm that there are two 
types of underground fresh water- 

(1) " Stream" water. 
(2 )  " Sheet'' water. 
"Stream" water flows through the coral along 

the surface of the impervious stratum, until it reaches 
mean sea level when i t  becomes "sheet" water, the 
surface of which is maintained a t  or about mean sea 
level by the influence of the sea. 
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Both "stream" and "sheet" water can be of 
inestimable value to the Island, not only as a sou;.ye 
of drinking water but as a potential source of water 
for agricultural purposes. 

To ascertain the direction of these undergrouzd 
streams and the extent to which the sheet water can 
be pumped without inducing salinity from the sea, 
efiperiments are to be caried out in the near future. 

Meanwhile it is considerecl advisable that there 
should be no delay in imposing some measure of 
control 01-er the present underground sources of 
fresh water so as to prevent the possible reduction 
er contamination thereof, and to conserve and contro! 
the volume of such underground water. 

The Bill therefore seeks to set up a Water Boayd, 
consisting of the Director of Agriculture, the Chlef 
Engineer of the Waterworks Department, and other 
persons appointed by the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee who shall be responsible for administering 
the provisions of the law. Any person aggrieved by 
a decision of the Board shall have the right to appeal 
tc  the Governor-in-Executive Committee. " 

Mr. Speaker, I think that honourable members are 
conversant with the fact that in  most modern am 
upto-da,te colonies this Bill is already law. British 
(hiana,  Trinidad, Jamaica, St. Lucia and ter$tor:rs 
such as C~ylon and many others have a similar law 
011 their Statute Books. It has also been recom- 

exactly how much water would be obtained from 
these wells as such pumping operations maj- in time, 
affect the water supply of the country. I can quite 
agree to that. I can see the advisability of taking 
steps to safeguard against the taking of water in such 
quantities, even in private homes. But  when i t  comes 
to these smaller peasants who a're engaged in gar- 
dening, I do not see the need for making the acquisi- 
tion of a permit binding upon them. 

Before I sit down, I want to ask the Govern- 
ment to reconsider Clause 6 ; i t  is not that I a m  again%: 
the principle of the Bill, because I am convinced that 
everything which furthers the water supply of this 
Colony should be encouraged. 

Mr. WARD : I personally feel that this is a 
Eill, the provisions of which will have far-reaching 
effects. I do not know if honourable members have 
found time to read it carefully and see the 
~bligations which i~ will bind upon people. Take, 
€01- instance, Claus? 6, which states that persons will 
not be able to dig wells unless they obtain the licence 
to tlo so. This is going to cause a certain a~nount 
of hardship on some people. I feel that i t  will 
hamper them in the pursuance of their livelihood. 
There are a certaiii number of wells operating all 
over this Island and you will have t o  make allowances 
before you can go on pumping from them. We should 
be very cautious in passing a Bill of this kind. The 
House should consider i t  very carefully. 

I am going to move that this Bill be referred to .t 
Select Committee so that we may be able to ask certain 

member who introduced this $leasure will not in any 
way misconstrue my words. Every member of this 
House feels that everything should be done to con- 
serve the water supply of this country. I have often 
said in this House that there are certaill parts of the 
country districts which are capable of supplyirq 
water; so that ;I am in  no way opposing any measure 
whakver which would ensure a better water supply 
to this country. But  I think that I should draw the 
attention of this House to the fact that this Bill is 
very far-reaching, and that after i t  becomes law that 
no p'easant proprietor or any other person in this 
country will have the right to sink a well for the pur- 
pose of getting water, either for domestic use or for 
the purposes of irrigating the land unless he obtains 
the ,permission of the law. We must remember that 
we have, in recent years, been encouraging the pro- 
duotion of fresh and green vegetables among the 
peasants, and honourable members will see that 
these persons are apt to overlook the fact that they 
have to get the necessary sanction before they can 
sink a well in their garden. I agree with the pro- 
posal, generally; but I am opposed to the Bill being 
passed in its present form. If this Bill should pass 
into law in its present form i t  will work a hardship 
on certam people. 1 notice that in certain districts 
of St. Michael thew are many persons who have to 
sink wells for the pnrpose of drawing water only, 
and in these cacrc: it will be necessary with such a 
law in  force. for them t o  yo to the Board and obtain 
a licence. In the PR&? of factories sinking wells for 
pupposes of ohtaininrr matrr for anv indu~trv .  i t  
would be advisable in such cases to know beforehand 

mcnded by Mr. Roddam that the water resources 
shwuld be controlled, more particularly to make s i re  
that contamination is reduced to the minimum. This 
Bii1, therefore, seeks to give effect to that recop- 
lnu&lhtim. I not h o w  if i t  is necessary to speak questions on it. I feel that we should be given some red- 
at  length on this Bill. Honourable members will see I son , to ~ v h y  a person should not be able to sink a 

necessitate people travelling from say, St. ~ n d r e w  or 
St. Lucy to Bridgetomn in order to purchase a pe rmt  
beIore they can dig a hole to dispose of their sewage. 
I think that i t  is going to bring hardship on such 
people. I do not think that these holes are dug 
deep enough to affect the underground water re- 
sources. Many of them are only four or six feet 
deep. Consequently 1 see no need to make the pro- 
vision so austere. When, for instance, boy scouts 
go camping and they want to dig for water they 
will first have to obtain a permit to dig a hole only 
deep enough to suit their particular purposes. I do 
think that i t  is necessary to appoint a Committee to 
go into the details of this Bill, as suggested by the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. hucy. I t  looks somewhat 
questionable to me. What about all those people who 
r,ow cultirate kitchen gardens for their livelihood and 
who have to keep wells for that purpose? Will they 
have to get a licence too ? I can agree with any law 
i~hich  affects say the ownem of a well like Carring- 
ton from which water is drawn. But as  to the smallpr 
four to six feet wells, I do not think the law should 
include thrm. l am hoping that the difficulties which 
have been pointed out by the honourable senior mem- 
her for St. Lney will, if possible, be aniei~ded in Select 
Committee. 

Mr. TT'TLRTSSOS: Xr. Speaker,-As the honour- 
- ~ b k  senior iurnlber for St. L u c ~  says, me nelTer lookt-? 
Eomard to going through this Bill this aftwnoon, and 

must admit that I think the parties concerned have 
not stnilircl it. T-pon c.?mrinp through the Bill we 
'n-rwt ifpw v~ith the honourable jlmior membcr for 
Christ Chnrch an6 the honourable senior member 

that Clause 3 deals with the establishment of a Wawr 
Board and Clause 4 deals with the constitution of 
that Board. It is all set out quite clearly, and I 
think that the Bill will meet with the approval of 
every honourable member. I therefore beg to move 
that this Bill be now read a second time. 

Dr. CUhlMINS : I beg to second that. 
M ~ .  REECE : ~h~~~ are one or two things which 

pit or dig a well. 1 hope that the honourable senior 
member for St. ,l.lichael will be able to give us those 
reasons. 

Mr. ALLDER : Mr. Speaker, I can foresee some 
amount of difficulty being experienced by many peo- 
ple, especially in the country districts, who have to 
depend on well water for the growth of their pro- 

I h o u l d  like to say and I hope that the honourable visions. From whaz I have read in the BiLl. this will 
i 



for S t .  Lucy tha,t it may be far-reaching. Besides 
that, there are a great many details which J am sure, 
honourable members would like to go into. We are 
not against passing the second reading. The prin- 
ciple of the Bill is meant to protect the water supply 
of the Island, and everybody agrees with that. I 
am, therefore, asking that after the second reading, 
the honourable senior member for St. Michael agree 
to the appointment of a Select Committee to go into 
the details. It has come rather as a surprise that we 
should be asked to deal with this Bill this afternoon. 
Even those people with existing wells are supposed, 
according to these provisioas, to apply for a licence 
to continue with them. The provisions of the Bill 
seem to be a little in the extreme. 

There is Clanse 6, for  instance, which I think 
will hamper the peasants very much. These people 
need encouragement. I am told that the Board will 
be willing to give a permit to anyone who applies 
for it. If they are satisfied that it is for the purpose 
of kitchen gardening. I think that if the honour- 
able seilior member for St. Michael will agree to the 
appointment of a small Select Committee to consider 
the Bill, that will perhaps avoid a very long debate 
in this House. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I am sorry we caa- 
not  a,wept that suggestion. Dr. Senn made his rs- 
port in April 1946 and Mr. Roddam made a report 
i n  April 1947, and a final report in  April 1948. When 
I was on the opposition side of this House there 
were times when I was taken unawares. Honour- 
able members have ha? this matter for a month now, 
and both Rouses of the Legislature have approved 
ii? principle of the suggestion made by Mr. Roddam. 
As the honourable senior member for St. Michael 
has just pointed out, there is nothing extraordin 
ary in this Bill. It is merely making provision for 
carrying out the recommendations of Dr. Senn ant 
Mr. Roddam. I cannot agree that the Bill shoglc 
go to a Select Committee. What I would promis 
honourable members is this : If there is any par 
ticular point in  the Bill which honourable members 
feel that they must hawe a further explanation on, I 
will t ry  to give it, even at the risk of being here after 
midnight next Tuesday. Next Tuesday, the matter 
relative to the establishment of a Creamery is g o i ~ g  
to take hours and hours to be got through. , 

I repeat, this is the twelfth month of the present 
Session. I t  is no Executive secret; honourable mem- 
bers know it. I t  is essential that we avoid having 
-to go all over again important matters like the Milk 
debate or the Bill now before us. I have made n 
promise to honourable members, and the honour- 
able senior member for St. Michael in whose charge 
the Bill is, will give the same assurance. f f ,  honr 
.ever, there is s red check, I will give way to the 
motion for postponement. !On the other hand I do 
ask honoarable members to get as fa r  as possible 
with matters with which they can agree. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Xr.  Speaker, I am going to be- 
g in  by confessing that I have not read this Bill 
What I want to emphasize is this: the honourable 
senior member for St. Lucy got up and he drew 
so forciblv to my attention certain points in Clausc 
E that I have been pondering that Clause for a Ion: 
time now. Anpbodv wonld appreciate that, havi2l.r 
regard to our water system and the absence of a?>r 
general sewerage system, there would have to lv 
some control with reference tr, the disposal of sen-, 1. 

But there are certain facts in the Senn and Rodda:n 
Reports - very important they are - and I craut3 
your Honour's indnlgence to make reference t - ~  

Mr. SPBAKER: The honourable member is 
bn his feet in the House. I will not allow him to go 
into any details now. 

ILr. MOTTLET: I am just asking Tour Hon- 
our's indulgeme. I am dealing with the' principle 
of the Bill and in doing so, I preface my remarks 
by saying that, after studying the situation, and i!i 
.the absence of a sewerage system, matters have been 
brought to my notice by physicians visiting this Island, 
dlld 1 agree that this B111 is something that has been 
Icng overdne. Where Your IIonour7s indulgence cornea 
in, is in allowing me just to make my point there. 

Mr. SPEAlC&Xt: l'he honourable member may 
proceed. 

,\h. MOTTLEY: Thank you. The question 
that is forpmost in my mind is v;hether the pro~isions 
of Clanse 6 apply to the extraction or excavation or 
deepening of a, well or to the exposing of sewage. 
In  other words, what is implied in  Clause 6 is this: 
that in no part of the Island of Ba~bados  can a pes- 
son do those things mentioned in Sub-clause (1). I 
am of the opinion that that a,pplies to the "sheet" 
water area; because if you pass a law which gen- 
eralises the Chalky Nount Area, for  instance, that 
mould be applicable to the "sheet" water area. I 
think that that was what was operating in the mind 
sf the Government. 

We must pa,y respect to experts or gealogists 
who pay attention to their work; but after the 
geologist has finished, what he puts in his report 
may very well eonflict with t4e general economic 
situation of the particular Country or Island con- 
cerned. I am going into no other part of the Bill. 
Sdch a regulation is bound, sooner or later, to come 
to Barbados. 

I gather from the geologists' report that thrre 
are places where wells could be sunk that would be 
below the level of the water system. If,  however, 
you pass a section which generalises, it would beaoge 
difficult for everybody. 1 remember that the Town and 
Couptry Plapning Bill made i t  clear that the Gov- 
ernment were dealing with the "sheet" water area. 

The whole object of this Bill is in  pursuance of 
public health. The idea is to prevent the pol1utic.q 
of the underground flow of water which we use. It eau 
be nothing else. Harinp had the Senn report, I knew 
that a Bill of this nature would come before us. 
But M-. Speaker let us suppose that you are putting 
cown a, building or something of the sort and that, 
you had to sink a pit-and you mu& sipk a gii. 
because, under the provisions of the Public Health 
Act, you are not allowed to get away with any holes, 
buckets or anything of the like. You must dig a 
pit not less than 6 ft .  deep; that is the regulation. 
According to this Clause, i t  means that the money 
which the Board of Health spends every year in  their 
mdeavours to prevent the spread of typhoid would be 
wasted. The Board of Health through the Com- 
nlissioners of Healib in e v e g  parish encourage the 
digging of pits and they even, in some cases, bear 
some of the expenses so as  to encourage the diggiug 
of pits. I am quite sure about that. I hope that 
the honourable s e i i i~ r  member for St. JZichael i:j 
listening. I am referring to the man who is put- 
ting down a pit outside the areg. Do you mean t o  
say that in the3e various areas,. every time a man 
has to remove from his district to another-~vhether 
he was at  a plantation or anywhere else-do y o ~ l  
mean t o  say that he has to go and get a licence? 
That is not practical. 

I am asking the honourable senior meml~er for E.". 
Uichael to agree to the motion for  the postponement. 
Had 1 read the Bill I mould have come here armed 
ni th information on the Senn report and be abla 
to speak with come authority that this Clause ap- 
pLei to the "shcet" water area only. I respert all 
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specialists; but when i t  comes to the application of 
their reports to local conditions, we have to con- 
sider local conditions. 'When this Bill wits being 
drafted in pursuance of the recommendations con- 
tained in the reports of thjse two specialists, they 
forgot that this was not a general thing. This BiLl 
in ~ t s  present form would be applicable in  a couu 
try where there is a general sewerage system. As 11 
is now, the Bill does not even define the areas. Do hon- 
ourable members not recall that even the Town and 
Country Planning areas were set out? The contractor 
would have to very well see when a particular area 
was for tenancy. Outside that area you could not 
sink a pit unless you got a licence. The same is no1 
the case with this Bill. No definite area is prescribed; 
it applies to all over the Island. As I said before, 
1 have not read through the Bill and cannot, there. 
fore speak with any authority; but from what l 
have gathered from Clause 6, it is not workable. 

If we pass the second reading, I am asking 
every honourable member to agree to postpone fur- 
ther consideration. At the same time, let us not 
fool ourselves that this Bill can be thrown out. 

Mr. COX: Mr. Speaker-In reply to the views 
expressed by the honourable junior member for 
Christ Church the honourable senior member for 
St. I~ucy  and the honourable senior member for 
the City, I should like to say first of all, that 
where the question of poor people is concerned, I 
believe that I am more sympathetic with such per- 
sons than any other member of this House. I should 
like to say that in justification of myself and the 
people who sent me- 

Mr. SPEAKEIR: The honourable memaer must 
be careful that he does not make any reference to 
the details. 

Mr. COX: This would affect me more than an? - 
body else; because a t  the Bay Estate, Bush Hall and 
many such points, many people depend, to a great 
extent on the growing of vegetables for a livelihood. 
What, in the first place, I wanted to point out to 
honourable members was this: if thev read Clause 
11 they would see: 

"Whenever the Board refuses an applica- 
tion for a licence or permit or grants or is prc- 
pared to grant a licence or permit subject to 
conditions or restrictions or cancels a licenw or 
permit or varies or adds to the conditions or 
restrictions of a licence or permit the applicant 
or holder of the licence or permit as the case 
may be may appeal to the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee". 
The question of a licence is something which 

exists almost all over the world. I was jnst reading 
a book on Malta, (1945) which goes to the extent 
of saying that it mould not be lawful for any person 
to sell water or otherwise . . ."unless such sale is in 
writing by the Board". They are only being careful 
in preserving the health of the community. As T 
said before, in Jamaica there is a law controlling the 
development of the water resources of the country. 
Section 3 states: 

"No m-ell shall be s ~ m k  or constructed m or 
around any land unless the person anplies for 
and obtains a permit from the Commissioner of 
the distrkt in which such well is to be sunk or 
constriwted". 
There art) many of those to which I could refer 

to further illustrate my point. 
Where there is no question of pollution of the 

water supply, I cannot conceive of any Board or Com- 
missioner refusing to grant people licences to bring 
water to the surface in order to have their land irri- 
gated, eqpecially, when, in  this Island, we are trying to 
get all the equipment necessary to help people to irri- 
gate their iand in order that the yield shall be in- 
creased. t '  

Sub-clause (2) of Clause 11 states: 
"Every such appeal shall be in writing and 

aud shall be forwarded to the Board who shall 
submit i t  together with the views thereon to the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee." 
And here is Sub-clause (3) : 

"The Governor-in-Executive Committee may 
grant such application, or vary or  revoke the 
conditions and restrictions imposed therein or 
may dismim the appeal. The decision of the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee shd l  be final. :' 
I n  other words, the final decision does not rest 

with the Board; one has the right of appeal to the 
Executive Committee. 

'fake, for example, those persons in the area 
which I have just mentioned. If they apply for a 
licence and tha t  licence is refused, those persons 
have the right of appeal to the Executive Committee 
who, as I have just read, can vary or revoke anything 
that the Board does. 

Dr. Senn's report, Page 76, Paragraph (1) says 
this : 

"Qunlity: The water under the Plumtree gully 
is flowing in an open cave. which is generally fed by 
sinkhole chimneys. As already mentioned (p. 67) the 
former Government supply in the upper part of the 
Plumtree gully had to be abandoned on account of 
contamination and during the writer's visit on 
10.12.1943 a half decomposed dog was lying at  the 
bottom of the shaft. Furthermore a lavatory pit 
has been placed a few yards upstream of the water- 
well of the Lancaster Cassava Factory and forms a 
possible source of contamination. Therefore from 
both the point of view of quantity and quality of the 
water, the installation of a water pumping station 
at  the site of the Lancaster Cassava Factory cannot 
be recommended". 

On page 78, Paragraph (2) the report further 
states : 

"The following unssed water-wells were, on the 
writer's visit, found extremely dirty, some harbour- 
ing half decomposed animals such as pigs. goats, 
dogs, etc. and some containing concentrated broth 
with floating skulls and other fossils: Cave Hill No. 1 
(St. Michael), Balls No. l (Christ Church), Bruce 
Alleyne-Apple Hall, Lynches (St. Philip), Strong 
Hope, Rose Cottage, Bagatelle, Plumtree GuUy 
(St. Thomas), Trents Nos. 1 & 2 (St.  Lncy)." 

"There is no doubt, that such wells, through 
which contamination is directly introduced into the 
water-level, form a serious danger to the water sup- 
ply of the Island and especially to private owners 
of water-wells in the vicinity, who might use their 
water for ilrinking purposes. A law should be passed 
ordering that these dirty wells should be cleaned 
and that all unused water-wells should be closed in 
such a manner that contamination of the water- 
level is impossible. I t  has been mentioned, that an 
Act was passed in 1922 (Lit. 4) 'for the Protection 
of Subterranean Water Supplies of the Island from 
the pollution .during operations for the Exploitation 
of Oil', but i t  is obvious that the danger of pollution 
through these dirty water-wells is much greater than 
from oil wells." 

I (  Another source of contamination in private 
water-wells, is the 'bull frogs', which the writer has 
encountered in 90% of all the wells in which he has 
descended. After their death, the frogs decompose 
in the water, transforming i t  into an  opague, slimy, 
evil-smelling fluid. The only remedy is to make the 
well cover absolutely tight, but this is not so easy, 
as the frogs in their search for water, squeeze them- 
selves through the smallest opening. The only sat- 
isfactory well-cover, which the writer has seen. is 
the concrete one over the well a t  Thorsby, belonging 
to Mr. Bernard Bannister. The edges of the head of 
the water-wells should also be strongly sloping away 



from the shaft, for preventing impurities from be- 
ing washed into the well during rain." 

There is also a recommendation (p. 8.5 of the 
same report), which s a p  : 

"A source of danger of the pollution of the 
water supply of the Island exlsts tllrough the dig- 
ging of sewage pits donn to ground-water lelel and 
through the use of abandoned water-veils as waste 
collectors. 911 act rl~o~xld be passed forblclcling these 
practices". 

As I have already pointed out, the Govsrmnent 
will not in  any way attempt to hamper the produc- 
tion of vegetables in this Island by forbidding the 
continued use of existing wells or even from shking 
more wells, for the same purposes; but I think 
that honourable incmbcrs m111 dyree that wha: har 
been 1~rcon1meiideti both by Dr. K:nn allcl Xr. 
Roddam as regards the seriousness of the situation, 
in  so far  as contamination is concerned should be 
considered and that there should be some control 
such as exists in many other Colonies which, since 
1920 have had these laws on their Statute Books. 
I will give the assurance, and I am sure that the 
horiourable Leader nlll bear me out. for the t;me 
being a t  least, that in  so far  as granting licenses is 
concerned, justice will be done. The Board com- 
prises the Director of Agqicultnre who will ue the 
Chairman, and the Chief Engineer of the Water 
Works Department will also be a member of that 
Board and vill  act as Chairnlan in thr abwnvr of thc 
Director of Agricnlture. This Board will gi1.e c*a~*efnl 
consideration to ths cases of those people who no\\- 
operate wells in connection with their livelihood, 
and mill not at  all attempt to pnt any ol~stn~lcs in 
their way. I, for one, w o ~ l d  never attempt it. 
Rather than put obstac.les in thew people'\ \\ay. as l 
said before. the (:o~ernrnent is enc.onraging loyal pro- 
duction of vegetables and greens. We have passed 
a law quite recently in this House allowing material 
for irrigation purposes to be brought in duty free, 
i n  order to encourage peasants to develop their 
lands, and get n-hat 1 may call the maxiinnm 
yield. Sotm-ithstanding all this, preat care will 
be taken to see that contamination is reduced to a 
minimum, so far  as the underground water re- 
somces of this Island are concerned. 

Mr. NILLER : 3Ir. Ssealwr, I have just '1 few 
comments to make on this water question. I am 
not worried about vegetables and market products. 
I am wondering if it is necessary to include the 
whole Island in the provisions of this Bill. I feel 
that no engineer in  the world would think of 
drillinr for water in the City. 'I do not kno~v if 
they are concentrating on the "sheet" water area. 
I am saying that the hqnonrable senior member 
for St. Michael, vho  took preat care in  relating all 
the facts, and succeeded in  reading a whole re- 
port. 

JIr. SPEL%KER: Y suppose the honourable 
nienlber's inaccuracy is pardonable. 

Mr. XILLER: I t  is not likely that any hydraulic 
engineer would decide to harness water i n  such a n  
area as the City became Son always find major CO% 

tarninations in cities. No doubt, i t  is something 
that we should worry about, and I appreciate the 
honourable member's sympathy; but I feel that the 
"sheet" water area ~vould never be found in the City. 
Even a novice would be more than likely to realise 
that contamination would occur in  the City. I am 
goin2 to ask the honourable Leader to accept my 
suggestion of amending the Bill by excluding the 
City area from the control. 

A person living in the smallest house will find 
i t  necpssary to dig a pit. Then, before he can do so 
he finds that he has got to go m d  obtain a licence. 
bThen, for instance, you come to consider the Orleans 
or any of the slums of St. Nichael, you wonder 
whether you could be asking too much of the &v- 
ernment to go back, on their decision and remove 
the City area from the provisions of the Bill. As the 
law is now, if I have to dig a well, I have to apply 
to the Police Department for an explosive, and a 
considerable time elapses before the matter is dealt 
with. A man moves a house on to a new spot and 
then he has to wait for weeks before he can dig a soil 
pit. 

The question that the Rill be now read a second 
time was put and resolved in the affirmative w i t h i t  
division. 

Xr.  COX: I beg to move that Your Honour do 
no~y leaw the Chair and the House go into Com- 
mittee on this Bill. 

Xr. ADAXS : I beg to secm~d that. 
Mr. SPEAKER:  The question is that 1 do now 

leare the Chair ancl the House go into Committee on 
this Bill. Hon. nlenlbers in f a ~ ~ o u r  of that will please 
say "Ape", those against will please say "No"; I 
think the "Noes" have it. 

Mr. ADANS : Mr. Speaker, I propose to ask that 
the Resolution for the Milk Scheme be done next 
Tuesday. I am. theyefore, asking honourable mem- 
bers to come prepared to discuss it. I am also hoping to 
be able to deal with the Underground Water Control 
Bill next Tuesday. I therefore beg to move that t h ~ s  
House do now adjourn until Tuesday next, a t  three 
o'clock p.m. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. 
The question that this House do now adjour,g 

nntil Tuesday next a t  3 o'clock p.m. was put and re- 
solved in the affirmative without division, and Mr. 
~?.PEAKFR adjourned the Honss accordingly. 
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Tuesdag, 3rd April, (1951 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembl~ 

met a t  3 o'clock p.m., today. 

His Honour Nr.  K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker) 
Mr. L. E . SMITH (Ckaivmzn of Committees), Dr .  
H. G. H. CUMMINS, M.D., C.M., Messrs. F. E .  
&-R, R. G. WPP, M. E .  COX, F. L. WALCOTT 
G .  N. ADAMS, B.A., J. E. T. BRANCKER, H. A .  
D o m ~ a ,  L. E. R. GILL and J. H. WILKINSON, O.B.E. 

Prayers were read. 
Messrs. ALDER and GODDARD entered the How 

and took their seats. 

MINGTES 

The Minutes of the meetings which were held 
on the 15th, 19th and 20th March, 1951, respectively: 
having been circulated were taken as read and 
confirmed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of a Message from the Honourable 
the Legislative Council returning to the House of 
Assembly the Bill intituled an  Act to amend the 
Commissions of Enquiry Act, 1908 (1908-3) with 
amendments. 

PAPERS LAID 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I have the honour 
to lay on the Table of the House, the following 
Papers :- 

Post Office Advances for payment of Money 
Orders to 28th February, 1951. 

Report on the Progress of the Barbados Pro- 
gramme of Development for the period March 1949 
to February, 1951. 

The Public Officers Loan and Travelling Allow- 
ances (Scheduled Officers) Regnlations 1951. 

NOTICES 

Government Notices were given as follows:- 
Yr. ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum of 

$800 at  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to supplenient the Estimates 195162 
Par t  I-Current as shown in Supplementary Esti- 
mates 1951-52, No. 1, which form the Schedule to the 
Resolution. 

Mr. ADAIMS : A Bill intituled an Act t o  amend 
the Savings Bank Act 1914. 

Mr. ADAMS: A Bill intituled an  Act to 
authorise the payment of an addition,al gratuity and 
pension to James Daniel. 

Mr. ADAMS: A Bill intituled an  Act to 
authorise the payment of a gratuity and pension to 
Cbarles Branswap Adolphus h c k .  

Mr. ADAMS : Of my intention to move the 
House into Coininittee of Supply a t  the next meeting 
to consider the money Resolution of which I have 
just given notice. 

Mr. ALLDER gave notice of the following 
Address :- 

Tlze H o u e  of Assembly 
To 

His Excellency The Governor 

WHER.EAS itinerant pedlars for some time 
have been hawking merchandise about this Island in 
motor cars, charging exorbitant prices for their goods 
and succeeding in disposing of them by offering 
credit on easy terms, and 

WHEREAS such practices offered unlimited 
competition to the small traders of Bridgetown who 
have to employ assistants and pay Trade a n d  
Income Tax, 

The House of Assembly feel that unless a check 
is put  to the unfair trading of these itinerant traders. 
many small traders might be forced to close theid 
business and consequently, the laying off of em-' 
ployees further that much Revenue from this source 
is sent out of the colony annually. 

The House of Assembly therefore respectfuny 
request Your Excellency to send down legislation 
for the setting u p  of a Committee to enquire into the 
matter and make recommendations to protect t he  
small traders of Bridgetown and the poorer classes 
from unfair trading of this nature. 

BCessrs. RRYAN and BETRET,L entered the H o u e  
and tool; their seats. 

BIULS RPEAD A FIRST TIME 
On the motion of Mr. ADAMS seconded by Mr. 

F. L. WALCOTT, a Bill intituled an Act to amend tba 
Savings Bank Act, 1914 was read a first time. 



Xr.  XOTTLLP entered the House and took his 
seat. 

Oil thc lnotion of > h .  ,\DAAI\ seconded by J k .  
Cos, a Bill in t i tu ld  an Act to authorise the payment 
of an additional gratuity and pension to Jwmes 
Daniel v, as read a first time. 

011 the motion of Jlr. ADAII~ seconded by Dr. 
Crsrmss ,  H Bill intituled an Act to authorise the 
payment of a gratuity and pension to Charles Brans- 
\\-ay Aclclphus Roc.1: was: read a first time. 

API'OINTJPEXT O F  A CIIAE'LXIN 

311. Sl'EAICER : The first Order of the Day 
stailcls in the name of the hononrable senior n~embei 
for St. Josep11:-To move for the appointment of a 
Chaplain for the House of Assembly. 

A1r. ADAMS : Jlr.  Speaker,--Subject to a i v  
rllliilg \&ich Your Ilonour nlighl g i ~ e ,  1 preblulle I+ 

~yonlcl be the wjsh of the IIonse that the inotions fol 
the al--pointinent of a Chaplain should take place in 
the order in which they appear in the notice uhic.'! 
1%~ slut to hononritble mcwher~, I am therefore 
suggesting that those who ~~nder t ake  the prol>osal oi 
any Clerk in IIoIy Orders as Chaplain should pro. 
pose Rev. ]'emberton first and if thr nl~tioil  ic 
seconded, then the prop581 of RW. Col~l l l~ l l  6h0111: 
be made, and so on. I am not making any proposa' 
myself. 

Jlr. F. L. JTTALCOTT : If T am in order, h h .  
Sp~.:~krr,  I irlalre a motion to the effect that no Chap 
lain be appoiuted. 

&fr. ALLDER: 1 do not know how serious\ 
the hen. member takes the statement which he ha 
made, nor do I know if anybody could consider m 
as indiscreet or unchristian if I mere to make th 
same suggestion. I feel that that suggestion, 1 

agreed to, would be the means of removing  hat 
consider an encumbrance upon the proceedings ( 1  

this House. I n  my view, the prayers are not take 
into account after the Chaplain has finished readin, 
them, and' they are only dead weight which can bl 
thrown off ~ ~ i t h o u t  any great effect. J feel that i 
we do not appoint any mapla in  i t  would show thl 
public who have been thinking in  terms of disestab 
lishment and gradual disendowment, that we arr 
mindful of that ;  it would be a good gesture if W 
took this opportunity to abolish the post of Ch?plain 
It appears to me that as soon as a Chaplain is ap 
pointed he finds the position more difficult thal 
what he anticipated owing to the fact that he hz 
to travel several miles in  order to get here, and th 
salary attached to the post is- very small. I moull 
like to know if hon, members feel like how I fee 
i n  this matter; we have had English traditions whic' 
we haxe tried to uphold and this tradition of havin 
a Chaplain is one which we should take the lead ii 
throwing off so as to convince ourselyes and the puk 
lie that we are willing to do away with many of thes 
old conventionad practices which we have come alon 
and found. Inasmuch as abolishing this post does nc 
put  any individual out of the means of obtaining 
livelihood, I think me can easily abolish it. W 
know that at times we do not give the impressio 
that the pra:-ers read by the Chaplain have any ir 
ff nence on our conduct ............ 

Mr. SWEIAKER : I object to the hon. membt: 
reflecting on the conduct of this House. 

Mr. ALLDER : I will bow to that. I want hol 
members to be serious; I would like them to expre: 
their views in  connection this matter of abolisl 
ing the post of Chaplain. I do not know if thel 
is any hen. member who will second the motion whit 

going to make. but it is that no Chaplain be 
ppointecl to this IIouse. 

Air. SPEAKER: (After a pause). It is now 
>ell to hon. members to make proposals for the ap- 
ointment of a, Chaplain, since i t  is not  likely that 
le honourable member's motion will be seconded. 

91r. ?JlLLER: I beg to move that Rev. S. h. X. 
oleman be appointed Chaplain of this House. 

B9r. ALLDER: Would I be in order to second 
1a.t motion? ( A  MEMBER: Not after making that 
peech) . 

111.. XOTTLEY: 1 beg to move that Rza. 
L. A. B. IIinds be appointed Cha(p1ain of the House. 

STr. BETHELL: I beg to second that. 
Slr. WILICINSON: I beg to more that Rev. 

'. C: .  Pemberton be appointed Chaplain of the House. 
Air. GODDARP): I beg to second that. 
Mr. DOTVTTDING : I beg to second the motion for 

he appointment of Rev. Cbleman. 
Mr. F. L. TITALCOTT : I beg to ~novc that Rev. 

'. B. Clarke be appointed Chaplain of this House. 
3Ir. SPEAKER: I think the hon. member is 

u t  of order. 
Xr .  JIAPP: (After a pause). 1 beg to second 

hat. 
311.. ADAMS: On a point of order. I have 

lot enquired into the qualifications of any of these 
fentlemen; I presume that what appears after their 
miles is true, that the first five gentlemen are vicars. 
would like to know if there is any rule .\vhich refers 

0 the qualifications for the Chaplaincy of this A+ 
:enlbl:r, whether candidates should be ,$ngIicans, 
ratholics dissenters or anything else. 

Xr.  GARNER entered the House and took his 
reat. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I n  answer to the hon. senior 
nember for St. Joseph. I should like to point out 
bhat neither the Rules of the House nor the statutory 
laws of the island set out any qualifications for the 
Chaplaincy of the House. I n  connection with this 
sppointment four proposals have been made, Rw. 
Coleman, Rev. Hinds, Rev. Pemberton and Rev. 
X a r k ~ ;  I will put the last proposal first The ques- 
ion is that Rev. 11. B. Clarke be appointed Chaplain 
jf this House. Hon members, in favour of that will 
,lease say "Aye", those against will please say "No ". 
p think the "Noes" have it. 

A division was taken as follows:- 
Ayes : Nessrs. ALLDER, MAPP, ADAMS, GARNET?, 

ind F. 11. WALCOTT--5. 
S o e s  : Dr. C'UMNINS, Messrs. S~~ITIX.  MILLER, 

BRYAN, Cox, BRANCKER, MOTTLEY, DOWDING, BETHELL, 
GILL, GODDARD, and WILKINSOX-12. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The question has been resolved 
n the negative, five honourable members voting "Aye" 
ind twelve honourable members voting "No. ". The 
question now is that R<ev. F. C. Pemberton be appoint- 
:d Chaplain of this House. Honourable members in 
favour of that will please say "Aye", those against 
will please say "No." I think the "Noes" have it. 

The question that Rev. K. A. B. Hinds be appoint- 
ed Chaplain of the House was put and resolved in the 
negative, the House dividing as follows :- 

d y e s  : Messrs. BRYAN, ADAJIS, F. L. TVALCOT'~, 
MOTTLEB, BETHELL, GODDXRD and WILKIWOX-7. 

Mr. I \D-~MS : 3Ir. Spea1ier.-I n-onlcl lik? to 
draw pour attention to Rule 1 7  of the R111es of the 
House. I n  view of the fact that that Rule wts ont how 
these appointmmts are to be made, 1 an1 asking that 
we follow the Rule. 



made. 
Mr. GIUL: Is the Chaplain of the House ar 

officer of the House? 
31r. SPEAKER: Rule 17 refers to the officer! 

of the House and it is for me to deciare whether thc 
Chaplain of the House is an officer of the House 01 
not. I do not think that the Chaplain is, strict13 
speaking, an officer of the House ; honourable member, 
are sufferiag from a delusion if they regard the Chap 
lain as a n  officer of the House. The question now is tha 
Rev. S. A. E. Coleman be a p p ~ i n t ~ t l  Chaplain of thi 
House. Honourable members in favour of that wil 
please say "Aye7 ', those against will please say- "NO" 
I think the "Ayes" have it. 

A division was ta,ken as follows :- 
Ayes : Dr. C'UMMINS, Jlessrs. SMITH: ALLDJU 

A ~ L L E K ,  ;\l AI'P. BRYBK, G ARSER, ~ % R A S (  KER, ~ ' ) % T I N Q  

GILL and GODDARD-11. 
Noes: ;\lessrs. F. L. WALCOTT, COX, ADANE 

~IOTTLET. BETHELL and WILKINSON-6. 
Mr. SPEAKER : The question has Qeen decidec 

in  the affirmative, eleven honourable members votiq 
"Aye" and six honourable members voting "No. ' 
I declare the " Ayes" have it. Rey. S. A. E.  Colema? 
is appointed Chaplain of this House. (Cheers). 

Xr.  AI)AI\Ib : I ask leave for Order No. 5 on $h 
Order Paper to be taken as the nest Order of the DRJ 

There being no objection, leave was granted th 
honourable member. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next Order of the Da 
stands in the name of the honourable senior membe 
for St. 3lichael:-To move the House into Cornmitt? 
cn the Bill intituled an Act to make provision for th 
contmL and use of the underground sources of Wate 
Supply in the Island and other matters connecte 
therewith. 

Mr. COX: I beg to move that Tour H O ~ O U ~  (l 
now leave the Chair and the House go into Committc 
on this Bill: 

Mr. E R T A S :  1 bey to second that. 
Mr. MOTTbEY: On the last occasion when thi 

Bill was before us, I suppoXe3 the motion for its sec 
ond reading. 1 still feel that the priiwiple of t i l  
Bill is correct; but the more I have gone into the Bi 
and compared it with the Roddam &port, the mor 
I feel th-a? the a l l  should be referred to a, Selec 
Committee ancl n-e should not non- go into Cnmmittr3 
on it. The rariom Clansesr of this Bill, which are nc 
workable in Barbados, should be gone into very c m  
fully. If honourable members read this Bill carefull! 
they will Fee tha,t its aims and objects are to protec 
water ancl health; in  other words, its aims an 
objects are to maintain the wpp1:- of vat. 
and protect the health of the con1nnznit~-. This 
a Bill which is closely allied to the Public Health Bill 
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Nr.  SPEAKER : Rule l 7  says :- i the honourable senior member for St. XcRnel has 

he social corlditions in  this colony; but we told the 
:ovenlment that those Bills were too far-fetched and 
re have lived to see some of them pigeon-holed. I am 
If the opinion that unless we refelr this Bill to  a 
:elect (jonzlnittee and get advice about it, we will find 
lurselves pas;sing a Bill which is not workable. 111 
onnection &th this Bill, I was a1 pains to get statis- 
ics to be used toiday; I am still of the opinion thht 
his Bill has not been drafted qtisfactorily. The 
ninoi-ity of us are legally trained so that the majority 
ire laynlen, and I say we must pass legislation for 
he man in the street. I n  this Bill you will find the 
kfinition of a suck well, but you will not find any 
Iefinitioii of a  ell or a, partially completed well, 
nention of which is made in the Bill. I exhausted 
>very possible avenue in respect of this Bill on the 
cst occasion and I do not propose to waste any time 
; ith it to-day. I beg to move that this Bill be referred 
o a Select Committee; I make that motion with the 
'ullest sense of responsibihiy. This Bill is closely 
illieil to Public Health admin~sbation and I believe 
hat the Government supporters as well as the Opposi- 
ion should be able to sit down and go through i t  
:arefully. The necemity for a, Bill of this sort is 
here, but some of the Clauses are taken directly from 
.xisting Bills and they are not workabk in Barbados. 
PO pass this Bill in its present form would be, to my 
nind, nonsense. Nobody could honestly say that the 
lime is ripe for a Bill to control the digging of sewers 
~ n d  so on; I have not changecl my mind about thz 
,tream water and sheet water areas, and all these 
pestions can be better discussed in Select Committee. 
This is not a Bill with which yen can pIay politics, 
2nd there is no question of drafting legislation to 
hurt poor people; thic; is a Bill in respect of which 
ilononrable members should sit around a table and 
get expert advice. Recommendatiom have been made 
and 1 mbinit that i t  should be seen how they will apply 
to  local conditions. Throughout this Bill you arc 
dealing with the preservation of the water and the 
Lealth of the comm~initp and I submit that llot only 
the Director of Agriculture and the Chief Engineer of 
the Waterworks Department should be members of t h?  
Water Board, but also the Director of Medical Services. 
TT7hile we on this side of the House are suppofiing 
the principle of this Rill, we argue that i t  should be 
rrferred to a Select Committee so that \ve can get facts 
::nd figxres anti expert advicc as to tllr lrorkillg of this 
Gill. This Bill suits countries where there is a general 
s?r\erage system laid out and where you are building 
up an area with housm of a certain type. these 
thillgs lnust apply to the economic position of the 
people of the country. I have made a motion that 
this Bill be referred to a Select Committee; I appre- 
ciate that the Leader of the Honse would like t o  have 
this Bill gassed and put into operation, but there aye 
certain things which need to be gone into, and .we 
.chould refer the Bill to  a Select Committee. Certsin 
Clauses which might create a hardship on people will 
have to be cut out of this Bill. 

"The House being returned proceeds to the 
choice of its officers, ancl a luotion is made and second- 
ed in respecat of the per~olis proposetl. ancl the l - o t ~ s  
taken by the Speaker. If  more than one person be prc,- 
posed for eitllor of the oftices, tile votes are to be first 
taken 011 the  trne first propowd, and so on, mltil them 
Se a majorit?- of ill faTom. of iollle ollc the 
candidates. " 

I regret that honourable melnbers have waited 
until I hare got to the end of the proposals to remind 
me of this R,ule; I should have been reminded of this 
Rule long before now. Xow that this Rule has been 
pointed out to me, I think i t  is my duty to chaage 
the procedure even a t  this late hour. I will now put 
the proposals in the order in which they have been 
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JIr. CXATVFORD entered the Honse ancl took his 
seat while Mr. MOTTLEY was speaking. 

outlined this Bill as xell as he could, but I feel that 
this Bill should be referred to a Select Committoe 
where it could be discussed not only with the Director 
of Xedical Services and the Direc th  of Agriculture, 
bnt with other people as well. Except honourable 
~nembers haye had greater o~por tuni ty  than 1 have 
hacl of going into this Bill. I must confess that we 
do not know sufficient ebout the Bill. The principle 
of the Bill is right; the necessity for protection is 
there, but  the scope which is given in thia BiU is too 
much for Durillg my time here, we 
had before us several Bills which sought to improve 
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Xr. GODDARD : I beg to secoqd the motion that 
this Bill be referred to a Select Committee. 

3Ir. ADAMB: I hope that the hon. senior mem- 
ber for, the City will not feel offended a t  what I am 
gomg to say, 'but whea you are mentally tired and 
overworked, the best thing to do is to go home aild 
'sleep. Your brain does not function well when you 
are tired and you utter things which are unworthy 
of you. I cannot remember the hon. member making 
a more ineffectual speech than the one he has just made 
We have to do something to preserve the water supply 
of. the island from the point of view of actual c o m r -  
 ati ion and pollution, and I thank the hon. member for 
mentioning that, but in  or,der that we might get ex- 
pert advice, the hon. member wants this Bill sent to a 
Select Committee! Does the hon. member think that 
the Government has not got the expert advice of thf 
Chief .Medical Officer, the Chief Engineer of the 
Waterworks Department and the people who havc 
come out here from time to time within the last fivf 
years? There is nobody who can go before the Selecl 
Committee and give advice which the Government hac 
not been already given. I t  is a fact that nearly thf 
whole of Barbados is built u p ;  you do not have to g( 
miles and miles 'before you come to habitation anc 
therefore the hon. member 's argument does not apply 
The hon. member is asking for the appointment of 2 

Select Committee in order to get expert advice or 
this or that Clause of this Bill ; but I say that the Gov 
erninent has had all that advice already, and i t  is a 
a result of that advice that this Bill has come beforc 
the House. We have had advice about not sinking 
wells at  Delamere Land and SO on; we have had a1 
the advice we need. There is nobody other than thos 
whose advice we have had, whom we could possibl, 
sqmnlon to give us any  furthey information in  con 
xeetion with this matter; every human being mh 
could be summoned before a Select C'ommittee has a 
ready given his advice. I ask the hon. member t 
point out in this Bill the things of which he doe 
not approve, let LW h w e  the benefit of his criticisr 
and let us see if we can modify any particular Clause 
bat  let him not ask again for a,dvice which we hav 
already had. 

Mr. DOWDIKG: I t  is regrettdble that the hor 
member should have used such words as "mentall 
tired" in connection with hon. members. I think t h  
trouble is that the experts ham completely occupig 
the hon. member's mind and the laymen ~ h o  ha1 
more advice have not been made use of. 1 
the hon. member insists on that attitude, m 
shall continue to have experts ~ ~ 2 1 0  know S 

mxch about so few that a n ~ o ~ m t s  to so little, an 
the Government has to pay quite a lot. L o o k i n 
a t  this Bill as i t  stands before us, i t  migl 
seem to be a very simple Bill; but I am a member c 
the Sgricnltnral SocietT- and of the Sugar Procluce;.: 
Association, anJ  neither of those Bodies has been ay 
prowhed in connection with this matter. I feel thz 
these Bodie~ should be taken into consideration i 
dealing with a matter of this sort. This Bill ~ v i  
possibly limit the disposal of the sewage of factoric 
in this island, and that is a big problem. This is a ma 
ter which affects the biggest industry in this islanc 
there are some Clauses in this Bill which \Till cauz 
some confusion amono. the producers of sugar allcl tl 
producers of canes, should they be restricted ~uldc 
the Bill. I feel that the honourable senior member fc 
S t .  Joseph would be well advised not on1 
$ ask the opinion of experts in this matter, but als 
the opinion of some of the laymen - the pract 
cal people who built up the sugar industry i 
-this island without the help of the experts wk 
are being brought into this island. I hope th: 
the honourdbib'le member will regard the matter j 

lat light; let us be certain that when we put legisla- 
on on the Statute Books of this island we do not put  
, there without any reason, so that i t  becomes pigeon 
oled and Jve achieve nothing. I regret the attitude 
rhich the hon. member has gdopted; he is constantly 
tking experts into consideration and not taking any 
ccount of laymen. I hope he will see the wisdom i n  
greeing to have this Bill referred to a Select Com- 
iittee; to control the underground sources of water 
upply in this island overnight is going to be a very 
ig pro'blem. 

The question that this Bill be referred to a Select 
lommittee was put  and resulted in a "tie, " the divis- 
m being as follows:- 

Ayes : Messrs. ALLDER, MILLER, MOTTLEY, 
)OWDING, BETHELL, GILL, GODDARD and WILKINSON 
-8. 

Noes: Dr. CTJNMINS, Messrs. SNITH, ~ P P ,  
~ R ~ A N ,  COS, ADAMS, BRANCKER and GARNER-8. 

Mr. SPEAKEg : The question has been resolved 
n a "tie", eight hon. members Goting "Aye" ana  
~ight hon. members voting "No". I vote with the 
' Noes ' '. 

The question that His Honour do now leave the 
;hair and the House go into Committee on the Bill 
vas put and resolved in the affirmative. 

A division was taken as follows :- 
Ayes : Dr. CUXMINS, Nessrs. SMITH, ALLDER, 

~IILLER, MAPP, BRYAN, COX, F. L. WALCOTT, ADAMS, 
BRANCKER, GARNER, MOTTLETY and BETHEL+~~. 

Noes: Messrs. DOWDING, G ~ L ,  GODDARD and 
WILKINSON-4. 

31r. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House went 
nto Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH being in  the 
Chair. 

Clauses 1 to 3 inclusive were read and passed. 
Clau* 4 was read. 
Mr. COX: I beg to move that Clause 4 stand 

part of the Bill. 
Mr. ADAMB: I beg to second that. 
Mr. NOTTLEY: I notice that this Bill definitely 

sets out that the Director of Agriculture and the 
Chief Engineer of the Waterworks Department are 
to be members of the Water Board; but, as you go 
on, you will find that the Bill .deals principally with 
the health of the colony and I am wondering if it 
should not be set out that the Director of Medical 
Services should also 'be a member of the Board. Sub- 
clause (1) of this Clause says : 

"The Water Board shall consist of the Director 
of Agriculture, the Chief Engineer of the Water- 
works Department and such other persons not exceed- 
ing six in number as the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee may from time to time appoint. The Director 
of Agriculture or in his absence the Chief Engineer 
of the 1Traterm-orlrs Department shall be the Chair- 
man. ' , 

Before I came into this House I recall that about 
seven years ago the decision was made that we should 
:)et rid of the Board2 and now we are establishing 
Boards. However, the principle now is that the ay,- 
pointment of members to the Boards should be in thp 
hands of the Coverno?, and I beg to move that 
wherever the words ( ' Governor-in-Executive Con?.- 
mittee , ' alppear in this Clause the words ( 'in-Execu- 
tive Committee" be deleted. 

Bfr. \fT1LKIT\;SON: I beg to second that. I t  
has  been the policy of the Government to make these 
Boards non-political, and I think i t  would be a$- 
visable to delete these words and let the appointments 
be made by the Governor. I do not think that there 
could be any objection to that amendment, because, as 
I have said, i t  has been the policy of the Government 
to make these Boards non-political. 



Mr. AD-US:  The Opposition 1x1s to do its this Bill cledls \~-ith public health and i t  is difficult to 
work. but I think that this is tne first time in l i  ,-ears find much of i t  dealing with public health except from ' the point of view d pollution. The Bill deals chiefly 

I 
that 1 have heard this type of argument; we u&d to 
hear the argument that the appointments snoyd not 
be left in  the hands of the Governor. We are now 
getting to\~-ar& ministerial responsibility and hon. 
members taking the licks for giving bad advice, but 
we hear from two members of the ~ppos i t ion:  "No, 
leave the matter to the Governor" ! It is difficult to 
reply to that suggestion; no member of this House 
who is respoiisible to the Leg~slature for helping to 
run  the affai1-s of this colony, should ever want to 
be in  a position where he can shelter behind the name 
of the Governor. Members of the Executive Commit- 
tee should undertake the burden of criticism for any- 
thing that goes wrong. As hon. members have said, 
this Bill is a rery important one and any Governor 
who is a bird of passage can appoint whomsoever he 
iikes as members of this Board, bear no responsibility 
aqd all we can do is to talk without producing any 
effect; and the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
can still keep the Governor here. On the other hand, 
if the Executive Committee is responsible for making 
the appointments, a vote of censure can be moved 
against the members. Except in cases where you havc- 
Colonial Office appointments, the Governor-in-Execu- 
tive Committee should be responsible for making ap- 
pointments, and let hon. members "haul ns oyer the 
coals7' for failing to do what 11-e shonld do. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: The hon. member has brought 
out where the Governor should do something and 
where the Go~ernor-in-Executive Committee should 
do something else. 

Mr. ADAJIS: The Governor may say that thew 
is a clerk who should be Secretary to this Board, 5ut 
the experts. of whom the hon. junior member for St. 
George speaks, might say that there is an old planter 
who shonld be put on the Board, one who knows where 
all the water in the island is. I n  that case, people 
have been using the?r experience and knowledge as 
a result of enquiries made to make suggestions to the 
Government; but, in the other case, the Secretary of 
the Boarcl n-il1 be a civil servant, and the Governor 
may ask the Colonial Secr&ry who can be spared 
from any Department to fill this post. 

Thc question that the words proposed to be de- 
leted stand part of the Bill was put and resolve,' 
in  the affirmative, the Committee dividing as fol- 
lows :- 

Ayes : ilk. SPEAKER, DT. CT~M~IINS, I\fessrs 
ALLDER, XILLER, INAPP, BRYAN, COX, ADAMS, BETEEL; 
and W~KINSOX-10. 

Noes : Messrs. MOTTLEY, GODDARD, DOWDING and 
c-. 

Xr. MOTTLEP: I n  vien~ of the importance of 
tghis Bill, I am still of the opinion that in addition to 
the Director of Agrirulture and the Chief En,' vineer 
of the TVaterv-orks Department, the Director of Medi- 
cal Ser~ices should also br set out in the Bill as a 
member of the Water Board. I therefore be, W to move 
that after the word "Department9' occurring in line 
3 of this S-11%-clause (1). the q-ords "the Director of 
Nedical Ser~ices" be inserted: and that in the same 
line, the word "six" be deleted and the word "five" 
inserted in place thereof. Those amendments will 
leave the Board with the same number of members. 

Mr. GODDARD: I beg to second that. 
Xr. XDAXS: The hon. senior member for the 

City thinks that I am objecting to his snqgestions 
for the sake of opposition; but what I have learnt as 
f a r  as the hon. member is concerned, is to listen care. 
fvlly to what he says, then examine it and then he him. 
self will realise that he should give more thought to 
his proposals. The hon. member says that quite a lot of 

n-itG conservation and with pollution as a corollary ; 
apart from that, nothing in  i t  has anything specially 
to do with public health. Why does the hon. member 
uot include the President of the General Board of 
Health or the Sanitation Officer? There is no more 
reason for including the Director of Medical Services 
in this Bill than there is for including the President 
of the Education Board; frankly this Bill has nothing 
to do with public health no more than the adulteration 
of milk has anything to do with public health. You 
would not suggest that some Board should be set u p  
where the Director of Medical Services could say that 
salt fish is fit for consumption; on a pure Water 
Boaqd, nobody officially should be on-that Board ex- 
cept the Chief Engineer of the Waterworks Depart- 
ment. I will report to the Executive Committee the 
T-iews of hon. membes and i t  may be that the Director 
of Medical Services or one of the medical men might 
be put on the Board, but that should not be done in 
the Act itself. The Chief Engineer of the Waterworks 
Department should be in charge of seeing after the 
water resources of the island. Inasmuch as there will 
be half a dozen other members on this Board, it might 
be possible to include some doctor who would be able 
to advise us on public health matters without our 
necessarily s ~ v i n g  that shonld be the Director of 
Medical Services. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I have never heard the hon. 
member talk more nonsense. When I read the "Ob- 
jects and Reasons" of this Bill, the Director of ~Medi- 
cal Services is, in  my opinion, just as important to 
be a member of this Board as any Director of dgr i -  
cnltltnre. Clause 9 of this Bill says: 

"AnJI conditions or restrictions may be attached 
to a licence or permit which in the opinion of the 
Board are appropriate to prevent any p~ juc l i ce  to 
the reasonable conservation, control or use of under- 
ground sources of water, or any danger to health or 
any danger of contamination to any sources of water 
(inclnding the well in question) ." 

If you are dealing with danger to hedth, are you 
dealing with disease in sugar cane? I thought that 
the honourable senior member for St. Thomas would 
have replied to this que'stion. I have said that a Bill 
of this nature is necessary ; with about 800 wells i n  St. 
Xichael, with the sinking of pits next to these wells 
and people using the water from the w&s, there is , 
a strong argument why the Director of Medical Serv- 
ices should be put on this board. w h a t  are the reasons 
for the Government making i t  statutory for  the 
Director of A g i c ~ d t u r e  and the Chief Engineer of . 
thr XTaterworks Department being put  on this Board. 
If  you are dealing with the water supply the Chief 
Engineer of the Waterworks Department should 
certainly be there. I view this Bill as being more 
important to the health of this colony than anything 
dlse: with the increase in the standard of living of 
the people of this colony and in the absence of a 
sev-erage system, you have people installing the wa- 
ter.-borne toilet svstem. there is a ~ossibilitv of the 
water beinq con&rnin$ted, and who is ab l i  to give 
.!realer advice in this matter than the Director of 
Xedical Services? Alil through this Bill you are aeal- 
ing with the preservation of water and the health d 
the people and I feel that. on a Board of this nature 
i t  is as important to have the Director of Medical X&- 
vices as i t  is to have the Director of Agriculturn. I do 
not claim that a 'Bayman should be on this Board; 
everybody knows that the Director of Medical Ser- 
vices must be a trained man in  public health. 



Dr. CUNXINS : I do not k11o~ if I will be able 
to convince the honourable member; he is worried as 
to the preservation of p t e r  from the point of view 
of health. 

Mr. NOTTLEY : I am not worried about any- 
thing; I see that honourable members are worried 
because they have brought down this water Bill aud 
it deals with the preservation of nater  a i d  health. 

The question that the proposed anlendments 5.3 
now agreed to, was put and resolved in the affirmative, 
the Committee dividing as follows :- 

Aves : Messrs. ALLDER, B~OTTLEY, BETHELL, 
C;ODDARD, DOWDIXG, WILKINSOX and GILL-p:. 

Xoes: Jlessrs. MILLER, S~APP, BRPAS, COX, 
- \DA~IS  and Dr. ~UNMINS-6. 

The question that Clause 4 as amended stand 
part of the Bill was pnt and resolvecl in the affirmatiw 
without division. 

Clause 5 was read as follows :- 
5. Every owner of land upon which any com- 

pleted or partially completed well is situatcc!, shall 
furnish to the Board as f a r  as reasonably practicabic 
all such particulars as the Board may from timc 
to time prescribe or require. 

i\k. COX: I beg to move that Clause 5 stand 
part of the Bill. 

Mr. BFXAS:  I beg to second that. 
Mr. XOTTLEP: I hale perused this Bill care 

fully and 1 am a t  a loss to understand, for the pur 
poses of this Bill, mhat is a well, a completed well oi 
partially completecl well. 811 this Bill defines is i 

suck well, and all thr offence vou commit under this 

I P 
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comments I ihonld like to know what is meant by a 
mell or partially completed well. When is a well not 
a well? Here we are dealing with water wells, and 
if you go further on you will find that it is not only 
water wells ni th which we are dealing. As far  as  
this Bill is concerned, I would like to know what 1s 
meant by a well or partially completed well. 

3Ir. ADAMS: Everr  word in a Bill has to be 

eople that he is ciigping <i n d l  in such and such d 
iace, le>t lie pdllutes the mater. I wish to %SW@ 
ie honourable senior meniber for the City that 1 am 
erfcctly seriou5 in what I am telling him. The 
lighwtys Act say* :- 

.' If the o~n1er or occnpicr of land adjoining a 
ighway shall have or shall sink a mell therein xithin 
hirty feet of the highway, such ovner or occnpier 
hall have a mall or other enclosure erected around 
he same, four feet high." 

I n  that Act you do not have to define a well; i t  
unnecessary to have a definition there becaus~ 

rerybody knows mhat a well is. 
91r. SIOTTLET: At the risk of being considered 

oolish or ignorant, I still collsider that the honoura- 
,le member is wrong. He says that you do not need to 
rive any definition of a well, %Eat all you need men- 
ion is the term "completed or partially complete& 
\ell," because in St. James you will reach water 
it a, depth of two or three feet whereas in  St. 
4ndrew, you will have to go down several hundred feet 
>efore you reach water. But there should be a defini- 
ion of a partially completeZl wen. I do not want t@ 
?love for the deletion of this Clause; ad1 I am sug- 
iesting to the hononrable member is that he should 
,ffer some amendment which the layman can under- 
,tand. I am proud that I can express what the ordin- 
:rj- inan wants exprcssed, Ask any honourable 
tnemhcr what is the mcaning of a, well or partially 
mnpleted well ; ailyboc1~- who says that he understanrfs 
it does not lintierstand what he says. As soon as 3 

person opens a, hole he start5 a well, and I feel that 
the word "well" should be defined. If the honourable 

word ' ,'well" is a n  ordinarv 
English w\-orcl which anybody can understand, w h i ~  
s the term "snck well" defined in this Bill? Every 
l3arbadian knows mhat a snclr well is; and you defiue 
,lie term "suck well" bnt'you do not define the term 
'completed or partially completed well." If you 
oolr through this Bill you n-ill find that as soon as 
ioll open a hole. you start a well; if the term"suck 
 ell" is dcnnecl \\h)- is the term "completed or par- 
a coalpletc~l 1 1 '  ' not defined? This Eill 
must be enacted, but these Cla~~ses  cannot be passed as 

or rain water. A suck mell is a paxticular kind of 
xell and the honourable member is just wasting 
Oime in asking for the definition of a well; a well ia 
just what the ordinary English interpretation of the 
word 5. A suck well has to be defined because 
although 2 is a term ~ h i c h  is used in Barbados, it is 
not a tern1 of which you might know. XTe use the 
term "suck ~vell" in Barbados and although a Judge 
would probably point out what a, suck well is, yet ont 
of a n  abuudance of cantion we put in n definitioll 
giving the meaning of the term; bnt a well is a well. 
You do not de4cribe a clog, but if you arc1 rc.fri.ring to 
a particular breed of dog. then yon define it. Keferencc- 
is made to a ~vell in the Highways Act, bnt when you 
come to a speciad kind of well, then you have to defille 
it. Normally you M-ould not define a quarry, but if 
you are speaking of a stone quarry, :-ou define it. 1 
hope the honourable member does not really svant me 
to say anything inore; a wril which is not completed 
1s a well in the course of being dug. Poa  have t r ~  
put the term "partially completed ~ $ 1 "  in draftilg 
rhe Bill becanse if a person starts to dig a nrell h.: 
might be dangerously near to water; he might reach 
water in less than three feet. On the other hand, if 
J man is digging a well on the top of Hackleton Cliff 
2nd goes down a few feet, he has not begvn to get 
near to water. I n  a Bill of general application ynll 
vse the term "incomplete we!l7' or "complete wellw: 
where a y b o d y  h- began to dig a well he must notify 

1 construed according to i& m e ;  if you have finished 1 , 
d!ggjng a well, it is a well; but if you hase not finished 

theTT are. 
I I r .  ATILDER: %%at I am thinking is t b t t  

nian7- oltners of chattel houses, whom the Sanitary 
Authorities are compelling to throw away their slop- 
~nclcets and dig pits, are going to suffer as a result 
of this Clause b@ng passed, I would like to see 
protection provided for such people. As far  as I 
understand this Bill. as soon as a hoilseholder startq 
to dig a pit for the dispasal of excreta, he contravenes 
the lam; and that means that thousands of people 
cqwcially in the co~mtry areas, will be breaking the 
lam if t h e -  do not come down to 'Bridgetown and get 
permission to dip their pits. Whatever this Water 
Goarci does, it c a ~ ~ n o t  tell honseholdem that they 
cannot dip pits for the purpose of disposing of excreta. 
P c10 not see the necessity-for including t h e e  sma.11 
owners of chattel houies in this Rill becanse it is diffi- 
cult to have a sewerage system all over the country. 
I rannot sec that pit-holes dng to a clepth of four or 
<is  feet by these I~ousel~olders for the purpose of. 
disposing of excreta, codd affect the water system, 
llnless they are dug near the beaches; and I can see 
the apprehensiqn which the honourable senior member 
for the City has expressed in connection with this 
matter. This Rill will affect thousands of people in- 
cluciing those who are least able to leave their ~roric 
i11 order to obtain licences for the purposes set o l ~ t  
i11 the Bill, and failing to obtain the licences ~ ~ i i l  
result in their being fined. There is a hue and crv 
that the number of restrictive Bills which have bepn 
passed in this House are definitely confusing the 
~ o ~ n l a t i o n ,  and T would hate to know that I mis ted  
ill the passing of this Bill and created a hardship 

digging it, then it is incomplete. From the Interpre- 
tation Clause, you will sec that "suck well" means 
any well used solely for the reception of storm water 

. 

1 



.on people. I would hire to see an ainendment niadc 
to this Clause to ellsure that pit5 can bc dui! b ~ -  
sillall househol~iers for the purpose of c arq-iny c:;: 
the orders of the Sailitarv ih~thori t i rs  in thc rr>pec- 
tire parishes; because as far  as l can s lx  now, ii 
your pig goes into the yard allcl digs a hole you are 
illvolvecl in an oEence having been comulittecl. I 
callnot see 1 ~ 1 1 -  we should not make sure that these 
small people are protected; a person \\.ill have to get 
l~ermission to dig a for the purpose or 
abstracting water, bnt if he i.: digging ;l hole 
four feet deep for the purpose of gettiug water 
for vatering his kitchen garclen, I do not think 
he should be told that he must get permission 
to do that. Sciencc has taught 11s to maintain 
healthier bodies; our set up as regards sanitation ha. 
improved and we do not suffer from the epidemic9 
from which we once suffered. What, I am pointing out 
is that conditions caunot be as dangerous to-day as 
.as they were in  the past having regard to the medical 
skill which we have to-day. l am appealing to this 
Conimittee to make sure that no hardship is created 
on small people who have been forced to dig pits. As 
the posiZion is now, people would have to leave St 
Philip or St.  Andrew, give up a da,yls work and pay 
bus fare so as to come to Bridgetown and get permis 
sion to dig a hole three or four feet deep. I do nor 
want to keel th%t L assisted anybody in making tht 
position more clifficult than i t  is to-day. I hope thal 
the honourable (beader of the Honw d l  give us somc 
guarantee that the small people will be protected. 

Mr. DOWDINQ: The argument has been use, 
that the word "well" has been used in the Hiphwa,yr 3 

,let, and the Act sets out what must he doneif  the 
nell is sunk within 301 feet of the higliway. I want 
-to know whether in that Act, the word "well" is 
defined as a suck ~vell or not. Recently the Director 
,of Highways and Transport sent around a notice 
t o  the effect that wells situated within 30 feet of 
the highway are to be protected. The \\ell which is 
referred to in that Act is a suck ye l l ;  while this 
Clause before us compels every owner of land ts 
furnish to the Boasd as far  as is reasonablv uvssible I 
all such particulars as the Board may from time to 
time prescribe or require in respect of a well, there 
is a Clause further on which completely puts a suck 
well without the scope of this Bill; and that is a very 
dangerous departure. A suck well can be responsible 
for all sorts of pollution brought in from the high- 
ways and byways, and if i t  is situated near to strearn 
.or sheet water, i t  can be dangerous. I see nothing in 
this Bill which will cover that point; I am worried 
about the definition of the word "well" because th?  
Act which has been quoted refers to suck wells il; 
sctual practice. 

Mr. ADAMS: The hon. meniber has bookc: in 
front of him, he has a Sdicitor nest to him and he 
ran read English. S o  reference whate~er  is macle in 
the Highways Act to suck wells; all that Act says is 
that if you have a well within 30 feet of the highway 
you must put a wall around it. There is no qualifi- 
cation added to the well; there is not the slightest jus- 
tification for the suggestion that the Highways Act 
rcfers to suck wells. All the Act says is that you must 
put a, wall apound a well which is situated 30 feet from 
the highway. Suppose that for any reason this Gov- 
ernment wanted to know how many honses in this 
island had shingles on the roofs and 1 1 o ~  many had 
nals-anize; and it said that whoe~er shall be the owner 
of any land on m-hich a completed or partially com- 
pleted home is situated shall do so and so; mould the 
hon. member ask for the definition of a house* If 
you say that there ir sitnated on wmebodp's land a 
rompleted or partially completed well, that does not 
differ from saying that there is situated on somebody'. 

Land a completed or partially completed house. We 
n-aut to Irnow bow many wells there are in the islalld 
and where they are;  if you start to dig a well, tell 
ns  here it is. People have started to dig wells and 
hnye not finished thein; all that comes under this Bill. 

JIr. GARNEB: I have made up  my mind that 
W are playing with fire; we have sat here from time 
to time ancl W P  have ilot ,clone the right thing as legis- 
lators. I have had much regret for ha,ving taken p?rt 
in certain clclib~rations here and saying "yes" to cer- 
tain things ; but I will not do that to-day in respect 
of this matter. \fTe are either Communists or Social- 
ists the d to le  way; but if we are circumventiag a 
certain section of ths community, I am not in  that. 
This Clause has not been intelligently worded. I am 
not any ecl~~cationist, but speaking for a lot of peo- 
ple who can t~nderstancl common English, I say that 
this Clause nleans no good to the ordinary people i n  
Rarbados. 1 am sorry that I did not agree to 
referring this Rill to a Select Committee. I have 
listened to the 11011. Lratler of the House, and I have 
li5tened to the lion. senior member for the City who is 
championing the came of the masses. The hon. Leader 
of the Honse has said that the Government wants to 
get certain information dbout certain wells. As a 
member of the Sanitary Commissioners of St. Philip, 
I say that all the inforinatibn is set out in  the Public 
Tlealth Svt. All our inspectors have to furnish cer- 
tail1 facts every month and they supply us with all 
the inforination erery quarter; so that the informa- 
tion which the Government is seeking by way of this 
Rill can be obtained r i ih t  now. I fear that sometimes 
we sit here ancl do things 1xhic.h h k m  people later on; 
who Bnowc;  hat effect this Bill ~vil l  haye on people 
if i t  becomes law? Sometimes sanitary inspectors 
tell people that certa'ln pits in cerxain neighbourhoods 
are not deep enongh and they will have to sink those 
pits, ancl nnless that law is going to be repealed, there 
will be two Acts on the Statute Book dealing with 
this matter. 

Mr. Chairman, at  this stage I beg to move that 
ou c10 now report progress and ask for leaye for 
he Committee to sit again. 

3Ir. W~LKINSOS seconded th7-Gotion which was 
tgreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER re- 
,umed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

Nr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this House do 
IOW adjowrn until 6 p.m. 

Dr. Ccanr~xs seronded the motion which was 
igreecl to, and Jlr.  SPEAKER adjourned the Honse 
~ccmdingly. 

On resumptfon : 
Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to lay 

the Reply to Question NO. 65 in the name of the 
Hon'ble Junior Member for St. Philip. 

Mr. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to lay the 
Reply to Question No. 6 in  the name of the honourable 
junior member for St. James. 

Mr. SPEAKER,: A t  the adjournment the Honse 
was i11 Committee on the Bill to make provision for 
the control and use of the underground sources of 
  at er supply in the island and other matters con- 
cected therewith. 

The IIonse resnnied committee on the Bill. 
THE CHAIRMAN: When the committee ad- 

journed the Hon7ble Senior Member for St. Phtlip, 
Xr.  Garner, mis speaking. 

Mr. GARNER : Mr. Chairman, 'l somehow feel. 
thrli something should be done about this section. 1 
v-odd like to get some idea as to, whether the Go~ern -  
ment -soulit give some ~~ndertaking-me do not 15-ant 
tc delete it-some mictertaliinp that if we postponed 
this section they n-ould be able to get it properly 



drafted so that it would make sense. As i t  is now i t  
does not make bense. As l told tne header ot the 
House, all the information that 1s required can be 
had under the Public Healtn Act, so that if the 
Ciovernment are going to make regulations to take 
away a burden from the inhabitants of the island, 
they could require the Sanitary Inspectors or the 
C!ouunissioners of Health to get the information the 
Government wants, so tha,t the people would be able 
to get their licenses, etc. 

You see, Mr. Uhalrman, all these Bills are made 
for developed cities or cities that are now coming into 
their own. But when we are dealing with a n  agri- 
cultural commuliity such as Barbados, we have to be 
careful that we do not do things to harm the com- 
munity as a whole. This is what is operating in  my 
mind: you have suck wells in Barbados. 111 some 
areas if you dig to six or eight feet you find water, 
and in other areas I have known people to have dug 
for 220 or 240 feet without finding water. While all 
these Bills are good in themselves, you have to take 
that part which will suit us. You cannot take things 
which are in a Bill in London or Australia-highly 
developed commun'ities-and throw them on the in- 
habitants of this colo11y. I n  England and Australia 
you have big sewerage systems; here we have no such 
systems. 

With vour r~ermission, sir, I will read sub-clause 
D of claise 6. A I t  says that no person shall, "sink 
any well or carry out any excavation or works or 
deepen any existing well with the object of using it 
for  the disposal of sewage or other waste or cause 
or suffer any such operations to be carried out in  
whole or in part unless he shall first obtain a premit 
i i t  writing from the Board so to do." 

As a layman, Sir, I can only interpret that from 
a layman's point of vie\%*. I do not know what ad- 
vmtage this clause is to the Bill. If i t  is any advan- 
tage and the Goveri~ment can bring i t  back in different 
phraseology, I will support it. But as 'it is worded 
ncw, i t  is not safe for us to support it. 

Mr. Chairman, I am only referring to clause 6 in 
passing. If the Hon'ble Leader of the House is will- 
ing to postpone the clause under discussion-Clause 
&so that we can get a better understanding, a simp- 
ler understanding of this thing, I will support it. 
It is no use rushing things in this island just because 
they are done in a big country. I am not going to 
vote for clauses 5 or 6 unless they are re-drafted. The 
Hon'ble Leader of the House can re-draft them; I have 
seen some of his draftsmanship. I n  any case we hare 
an  Attorney Qeneral's Chambers and that is their 
work. We as Legislators have to carry out the will 
of the people who have sent us here. Twenty-four 
of us represent 20,000 people. We have to voice 
the desires of the people. If we see something that 
will work a hardship we have to reveal our minds. If  
Bills that come down to the House are not worded 
that they can be interpreted 'in a simple manner it 
is the duty of the Attorney General and his staff to 
get such bills corrected so that any fool can under- 
stand them. 

I am very cantious, Sir. I am one of those people 
~7ho  once bitten are twice shy. I know what has 
stung me already, and T know what will sting someonc 
else. I am asking the Hon'ble Leader, not because 
i t  is an original Bill from somewhere, or because lie 
would like to get i t  passed without a dissentient uoice, 
to wish us to rush it through. W e  are not legally 
trained peoole, and we do not know what a judge 
will pass over or what he will not pass over 'in his 
interpretation of the law. When the law is so wide. 
that you do not k n o ~ i  if a six-foot pit can be inter- 
preted as a well, or when you do not know if vou 
bury a dead horse in a hole so that i t  does not stink. 

whether the hole is a well or not, you do not b o w  
\),hat you are dolng. 'These things should be exphcit. 
li' they are not, we cannot sit as heglslators and P m  
them lvithout knowing what they really mean. 

Mr. ADAMS: If the hon'ble member is asking 
for inforlnatlon he should not spoil the request by 
tc.:ling us beforehand that he is not voting for tha 
section. The only reason that I am replying is be- 
cause the hon'ble member was not here before. He 
was not here when the hon'ble member who intro- 
duced the Bill stated something which would have 
Frevellted the last hon'ble member from making a n  
mcorrect comparison. This is not a Bill for highly 
developed countries or cities. He will find such legis- 
lation in agricultural or primitive communities for 
the special purpose of conserving water resources. 
IG is nothing to do with London, Australia, or any- 
thing of the sort. But  you will find i t  'in the vasC 
shetches of Africa. 

I t  might not be necessary in Jamaica or Grenaa- 
where there is probably more water than is needed 
Eut  where there is danger of the water supplg fail- 
ing because of the vagaries of the season, you will 
find legislation of this sort. I will say for  the benefit 
of the hon'ble senior member for St. Philip what I 
hsve already said. How do hon'ble members want 
this altered? In  what respect are these sections to 
bc made clearer? You pass legislation of a general 
nature. You use a word of a general meaning. Sup- 
pose you say all dogs should be licensed. Must you 
then say pet dogs, hunting dogs, or police dogs, and 
make a section dealing with that? 

The Bill here says that all wells must be reported 
to the Board. Suck wells are exempted. You do not 
have to get a license to deepen a suck well so long 
as it remains a suck well. Then a definition of suck 
well is given. A well is a well, but there are dry 
wells, oil wells, etc. When this Bill becomes law the 
Government will have to report to the Water Board 
the two B.U.O.C. wells which were recently taken 
wer. But the comprehensive section is there, ancl 
the dift'erent types of wells-wells used for the pur- 
ruse of abstracting water-is dealt with in  the follow- 
ing section. 

If the hon'ble members ask for a legal explana- 
tion and when a lawyer gives them one they laugh at  
it, that is their own funeral. I appeal to the hon'ble 
senior member for St. Andrew and the hon'ble junior 
member for Christ Church to say whether there is 
the remotest dodging of the issue i n  what I have 
told the House, or if by any stretch of the imagina- 
tion the digging of a hole to bury a horse or a dog can 
come within this Act. 

A VOICE: Read 6. 
Nr.  ADAMS: An hon'ble member is saying 

read 6 .  If that IS his attitude I am finished. I will 
give no further explanation. A mental defective of 
a law student looking a t  this could tell you that i t  doelj 
not mean that. Excavation for the purpose of sew- 
nye means a permanent strructure to carry off sewage; 
rLot a hole that you dig temporarily and then fill back 
lip. A well is something that you clig and allow to 
remain open. As soon as you fill i t  back it ceases 
to be a well. 

Lawyers have a saying, ''justurn ju~is." You 
nlust construe words in a sub-clause along the same 
lines as -on construc them in thc principzl clause. 
This arffument started as a joke and now it is becom- 
ing serious. Members are talking about digging a 
hole to put a horse in. Let 17s be Frown up for a 
moment. 

Where notifying the Water Board about these 
wells is concerned, we all reaIise that i t  will be a 
hardship to compel people from all over the island trc  
rcPOrt to the Water Board. Regulations can be made 



W that the Sanitary Inspectors can carry around 
f o m  on which people can put the necessary informa- 
tion. People will be asked such things as the depth 
of their well. They may not know the exact depth, 
but if they say "as far  as I know, W feet," they can 
write that on the form. What hardship will there 
be in that? 

I can go further and give the assurance that 
nothing will be put in any regulations wkiich does 
not remove any possible hardship where-reporting 
to the Water Board is concerned. We have had our 
criticisms, but for heaven's sake let us get on with 
the Bill. All that it means 1s that if you have a well 
in the ordinary English interpretation of the word 
"well" you must report i t  to the Board. It does not 
m y  that you necessarily have to go into Bridgetown 
to report it. Let us have our criticisms, as I havt 
skid. But when an explanation is given do not lel 
as insult the hon'ble member who gave it by telling 
him you do not accept the explanation. I am agaic 
apptaling to the lawyers who belong to the Oppositior 
fu say whether I have in the slightest way given ar 
explanation that is not gospel truth. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: The more the hon'ble membel 
speaks on this the more ludicrous it becomes. If h( 
thinks that I am joking he is wrong. I am absolutelj 
serious about this. I do not care who says that I an 
wasting time, I am going to talk until I am tired 
f am going to reply to the hon'ble member on thi; 
point: He says, ask the two lawyers who belong t c  
the Opposition. But even if they agree, what then' 
f have heard lawyers agree and disagree several times 
The hon'ble member is saying that because lay mem- 
b r s  do not agree with him they are insulting him. 
11: that aasi you might insult him all the time. It is 
ell we11 and good to talk about a mental defective of 
a Law student understandng this. But laymen, not 
@ental defectives, are trying to understand it and 
oanmt, bcause of a lawyer who really does not un- 
demtmd it B!imself. 

The section we are dealing with is No. 6 which 
d a b  with a oompleted or partially completed well 
h c e  B suok well is dtsfined, I: asked him to say for 
tbe purposss of this Act what i s  a partially completed 
well, or what is a well. I am going to r e p e a t y o u  
have te givs us l&itude, MP. Chairman-I am going 
W to say t&: The hon'ble member said that for 
us to argue that the digging of a hole to bury a horse 
b d  anything to do with this Bill would be silly. But 
j3 my dew, for ps to take this section and pass it s s  
it is would b more ,silly. 

You are a Barbadian dnaling with Barbadians. 
The sewage system used by the majority of people 
consist8 of wdb,  whataver else you might aall them 
I &m not prepared to vote for this as it is-a lawyer's 
paradise. I do not care if the hon'ble member bring8 
all the lawgers. I am a layman. If my next doox 
neighbour opens a hole six feet square by ten feel 
deep for we as a pit, and I open one the same dimen. 
sions for ust! ars B well, the hon'ble member is asking 
the Police bilafrbtrate to say that my neighbour? 
hole is R pit and mine is a well. Are we fools? 

He is a ~ i n g  that if you dig a hole and fill il 
hack nn it is not a well. I n  this Act you are dpaling 
nut 0~17 with the conservatiofi of water but alsc 
with the prewrvation of health. Therefore if y o ~  
are in the sheet water area. and you dig down t c  
ten feet thus polluting the water mpplv you &l' 
have not dug a well, as long m you dig the half 
and then fill it baek up. You can open all the hole1 
you like and fill them with dead horses and pollutc 
the  matw suoglv. 

Mr. ADANIS: Have I said anything of tht 
sort? The ersument started off with fowls. and nov 
it has aetual1y reached the stage of horses. That i~ 

&rely dserent  from raalning an excavation or 
well for the purpose of carrying off sewage. If you 
make an excavation not to carry off sewage or waste, 
d you dig a hole to bury a horse that does not come 
under this Act. I did  not say anything about if 
you cover i t  up. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: You did. Ask any ordinary 
Barbadian if a dead fowl or dead horse is not waste. 
Ask anyone if faeces is not waste. Write that in an 
article, but do not get up in the House and say so. 
I t  is nonsense. I do not consider that there should 
be some irrelevant section in the Act t o  apply to local 
conditions; but for the life of me, I cannot see 
this section going into law unless the hon'ble mem- 
ber as leader of the Government Party has the 
majority going with him. 

I have some experience of what I am talking 
about. Take an area like Goodland. If the GOV- 
ernment took i t  over and put 30 tenants there, and 
they started to develop it and build h o ~ s - - s o ~ n  
as a man starts to dig an earthen pit, are you going 
to say that under this Bill someone cannot come 
along and p-osecute him for digging a well ~vith- 
out a permit,? Or are you going to say that the 
Police Magistrate will not interpret it as a well ? 1 
am saying that he mill, especially when you con- 
sider lower down in the Bill where it speaks about 
making an excavation. You do not have to 6e a law 
student. You only have to be an ordinary Barba- 
dian to see that under this bill you cannot sink any 
hole at all for the purpose of making a privy unless 
you get a permit. That is what it means. 

All that I am asking the Government is that 
having defined suck wells will YOU 'ust define a well 

3, You have sat and defined sack wel , but how many 
~eople living on 2,400 square feet of land have suck 
wells? I t  is wells that needs defining so that people 
nay know whether a pit is also to be interpreted 
1s a well. L cannot understand it, and I am not 
nentally defective yet. There are many people who 
:annot understand it either, 

The Sanitary Inspectors under the Public 
Health Act must kpow every well is the island. 
Every well in the island has to be reported o s  quar- 
terly to the Commissioners of Health. The hoa'ble 
member seems to think that .%b only r w d  is what 
Dr. Senn made. Why I asked the hon'ble member 
about that is this. I n  St. Michael there are 803 we114 
including suck wells. There are 803 we& ranging 
from six feet deep to some a t  the top of Cave Rill. 

I entirely agree that people should haw some 
permit before they dig wells, and that they should 
give some indication as to the depth of a particulqr 
well that is to be dug. I c a m t  stress enough that 
in developing a r m  there should be some autboritg 
to regulate the digging of wells or the making of 
excavations for the carrying off of sewage, especial- 
ly in the sheet water area where there is the dan- 
ger of coptaminating the water supply. But it does 
seem to me that something simple, something that 
the average persoil can understand should b v e  been 
drafted. I like to understand things so that when 
T go out I can ~ p h i n  them to those who sent me 
here. That is why I have argued my way in and 
out of this matter, in order to get a proper e~plapa- 
tion. The bon'ble member knows quite well that if 
he had convinced me I would have stood here and 
said that he WBS right. That hay happened morz 
than once before. 

There $re other hon'ble members who are not 
convinced, and they will never be unless wells are 
-pr~perly defined. The honourable r n ~ d e r  referred to 
the exemption of suck well.: later in the Bill. That 



is true, but what is worrying me is the penalty thai 
is provlded later in the Bill. I t  is a penalty of $~OU.ULJ 
or six months. I think that they must be mad. That 
might be alright if you are building up an area, 
but not when you already have 20,000 earthen pits. 

Imagine a inan puts up a foundation on a spot 
of land. An officer comes along and finds a hole in 
preparation for privy pit six feet by ten. Ile says 
to the man, "You have sunk a well without a license' 
and the man is fined 500 dollars with the alterna- 
tive of six months imprisonment. But the Leader 
of the House is saying that i t  is not a well, i t  is a 
pit. But he is not a magistrate. I f  he were he 
would see i t  in a broad sense. What I want to knon 
is when is a pit a well, and when is a well a pit 
Will the magistrate say to the man, "you are work- 
ing for $24.00 a moiith and therefor;. what you are 
digging is a pit", and say to another man, "yon 
are working for  $200.100 a month and therefore you 
are digging a well?" 

A big number of the inhabitants of this island 
use earthen privy pits, and these go down to a 
certain level. All that I am asking is that some- 
thing be put into the Bill saying that you exempt 
people with privy pits or something along that line. 
The strongest argument is this: Government in the 
last Estimates-and rightly so-passed amounts 
giving the Board of Health power to build privy 
pits for the people in an effort to check the spread 
of Typhoid. This was done because you found many 
people using the old bucket and hole system, a sys- 
tem which the Medical Authorhies considered to 
favour the spread of Typhoid. Government is there- 
fore telling the people to dig earthen pits. T h y  the11 
should they not put in this Bill some definition ex- 
empting pits as distinct from wells. I n  St. Michael 
you have 16,000 privy pits and then andher 5,000 
which can be interpreted as wells because they are 
really used as a water borne system for the disposal 
of sewage. Government should put in 'the Bill some 
exemption such as I have mentioned already. 

Subsection (a)  of Section 6 says that no person 
after the specified date shall sink any well or deep- 
en an  existing well with the object of abstracting 
underground water therefrom or convert a well 
originally sunk for anv other purpose into a well 
for abstracting water." 

The hon'ble member lias appealed to the other 
lawyers in  the House, but neither he nor anyone 
else can my  that the draftsman when he used t h ~  
words which appear in sub-clause D did not mean 
to refer to pits. V h a t  else could he meaE? 

I do not want to get up and say that Govern- 
ment has brought down something to inflict hard- 
ship on the people. That would be silly, as I have 
already said. But if we see something going wrong 
i t  is our duty to say so. Mr.  Chairman 1 am going 
to formally move that this section be postponed. The 
hon'ble member after hearing the arguments may 
still want to hold on to his point of view and say 
that the Attorney General drafted this. I do not 
care who drafted it. I do not agree with it, and T 
am saying that it should be re-drafted, and some- 
thing more workable should be sent down. 

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, by now the 
honomable senior member for St. Michael shou!c 
realise that our fears are that no provision has been 
made to exclnde the small house holder in these 
?egulations. Be  could save much time by assuring 
11s that they will not be included. I agree with the 
hon'ble senior member for the City that these peo- 
ple should not be prevented from digging privy 
pits, or compelled to get permission before they can 
dilr one. 

(l'he hon'ble Leader of the House is suggesting 
triat Salutary inspectors can investigate the num- 
ber oi wells ~ u t  ne has not mentioned whether the 
sanitary inspectors will also notdy the Board when 
one of these people want to open a privy pit. l am 
going to inalie a suggestion which 1 thmk will re- 
ileve the situation. Suppose the Water Board finds 
water in a certain area, that are4 should be screen- 
ed off or restrictions should be put on the residents 
oi that area forbidding them to sink wells more than 
a certain number of feet without permission. But 
to ask those people all over the island who have 
dug wells to report it, and to ask those who intend 
to dig to report it is exerclsing too much control, 
and will merely check the inarch of progress. 

l agree with the Hon'ble Senior Member for the 
Gity that this thing is not as light as we were think- 
ing, because the penalty is great. We cannot supine 
ly sit and pass this Bill and fhd that as a result 
some poor person is haled before the magistrate and 
ordered to pay this fine or serve six months in 
prison. I t  needs modjfication, and I must appeal to 
the Government Benchers to see that nothing is done 
to create undue fears in the minds of these small 
householders. 

1 agree that if 5omeone is doing a big construc- 
tion job and has to dig a well down to 600 feet he 
should get permission before doing so; or if a fac- 
tory has to sink a deep well they should also get 
permission. But why compel a man who is sinking 
a pit six feet deep to get rid of the bucket system? 

Those are things which need going into. I want 
some assurance that the Government will modify 
it, arid exclude those people who might not be 
able to carry out the demands of this Bill. 

f r .  REECE : Mr. Chairman, this section is 
likely to cause much heart burning among the peo- 
ple. In the rlanse as i t  stands, i t  will be the duty 
of these people to report the existence of their wells. 
This is a difficulty which must be overcome by Gov- 
ernment undertaking that job. I t  can be done by 
registering the number of wells in a particular area. 

The hon'ble senior member for the City has 
told us that there is already a census of the wells 
in the whole island. I think that the Government 
could well use the machinery that now exists to 
pet thiq information for themselves without requir- 
ing the m a l l  man to report to the Board himself. 
The Inslvctors who are today making a report on 
the number of wells should continue to do so, and 
I L O  onus should be placed on the small land owner 
to notify the Board. That is one difficulty which 
can be got over easily. 

As regards the definition of well, I have no 
hesitation in saying that any good English diction- 
ary would give that definition, and the Courts of 
this island would have to follow that. 1 do not think 
that that nwd worry hon'ble members. What 1.s 

worrying them is that the burden of reporting to 
the Board is put on the small land owner, and there 
is a fixed penalty of $500.00 or six months impris- 
onment for failnre to report. I think that that is a 
very drastic prcvision. One can imagine the small 
man with half an acre of land, completely ignorant 
of the passing of this Bill, and knowine nothing 
about the regulations prescribed by the Board, put 
before the Police Magistrate and ordered to pay 
$500.00. That should not gc into law. 

Mr. Chairman, although the hon'ble Leader of 
the House is right about the definition of well. he 
and I h o w  that Police Magistrates do not always 
see eye to eye. So, althouph I am inclined to agree 
with him, i t  does not follow that the Police Magis- 
trate will also agree. The question may often arise, 
as to what is a well. AS the hon'ble senior member for 



the City said, a man with a small amount of land 
may make an  excavation, and owing to the shallow- 
ness of the land he comes to water, and is prosecuted. 
The onus will then be on him to prove that  it is not. 
a well, but an  excavation for some other purpose 
that does not come under the Act. That is why 
hon'ble members are saying that this wording should 
be made clear. 

The hon'ble senior member for St. John said 
that there should be zoning. I think that everyone 
in this Assembly agrees with the principle of con- 
serving the water supply. But does this Bill really 
do tha t?  If a well is sunk, and then you get some- 
one making a hole and putting in excreta or other 
such matter into it, what then? I t  may be that owing 
to the proximity of water, he is doing much harm 
to the water supply although he does not go very 
f a r  down. Again a man with half an  acre of land 
sinks some shafts for the purpose of raising water, 
or he may even construct a mill. His neighbour sees 
hxm do that, and he wants to do the same thing. He 
goes to the Board and the Board refuses permission 
because too much water mill be taken off. The whole 
purpose of the Bill is to protect the water supply and 
keep i t  pure, but i t  does not do that. 

The man who owns a small piece of land is not 
only entitled to use what is on the top of i t ;  he is also 
entitled to get something out of it. TTnder this Bill 
he will be prevented from getting anything out of 
it. He can only continue to use existing wells if 
he gets permission; but he cannot sink any more. 
Mr. Chairman, you live in the island, and you must 

definiti6n that  is worryipg me. If you are talking 
about developing an  area, i t  is easy to make regu- 
lations and laws to make the people in that area toe 
the line. But  when you are dealing with these people 
in  the low lying districts, you will have to zone 
them, as the hon'ble senior member for St. John said 

The hon'ble senior member for St. Joseph will 
tell you that all wells in big countries are not i x  feet 
by ten. They are wells of tremendous depth that 
pump thousands of gallons of water per h o u ~ .  Rut 
they are as much wells as the small ones. The thing 
does not end there. We all know that owing to the 
high cost of water, many sugar factories here haw 
to use the water in the land. It is not so bad to mak? 
regulations of this sort if you are going to give thc 
factories government supplied water at  a cheaper 
late. But the small people have to be considered. I 
know sir, and so do you, that there are certain small 
people living away from the pipe line who have sunk 
wells on their land in order to get water for domesiir 
purposes. What about these people ? 

I do hope, Mr. Chairman, that some method will 
be found to amend this section. I feel that the 

be as conversant with this aspect of the case as I 
am. I can tell you that  during the dry season, wells 
in the low lying districts begin to dry up, and in 
some instances they go completely dry. If you sink 
a few feet lower, you find water again. Under this 
Bill you will not be able to do that  anymorr, except 
you seek the permission of the Board. 

Those are sound facts. The Bill is good in princi- 
ple, and no one would dispute the fact that we 
should do all that we can to conserve the island's 
water supply. I agree with the hon'ble member for 
St. J o s e ~ h  about his definition of well. I t  is not the 

proper thing for the Government to do is to i e t  
these figures for themselves. Let them appoint their 
own agents, whether the Sanitary Inspectors or else. 
I f  a person wants to dig a new well, that is a different I 
matter, but when youcome to existing wells, I sug- 
gest that  the proper person to get the information 
is the Government's own a g e ~ t s .  As a matter of 
fact. the figures are already there. It is not my in- 
tention to follow the hon'ble senior member for  

Take the parish of Christ Church. When I was 
a lad and I took a bath a t  St. Lawrence coast 1 had 
to step very carefully. To-day the Commissioners 
of Health are seeing to i t  that the bucket system is 
eradicated and pits are dug, and you can now take 
a safe bath. What are we going to do. All along 
the Christ Church coast there are places where you 
will find water just below the surface. There will 
be enough conserving of the purity of water by say- 
ing yob1 must notify us of the existence of the wells 
that are here now and notify us of any wells that  
you intend to dig. 1 do not know anyone who mould 
be so rash as to prevent anyone from erecting a 
small bungalow and sinking a well to take oE 
sewage. 

1 think that the Courts will be kept very busy 
with the Bill as i t  is now. I have said enough, I be- 
lieve, but I will repeat that I entirely agree that  we 
should acl everythmg to keep our water supply pure. 
But the question is whether we will succeed in doing 
so in this Bill. I say no. 

Mr. COX : Mr. Chairman, I begin by  say- 
ing that I was most surprised to hear of the number 
of friends that the poor man has on the opposite side 
of the table. That being the case, I see no reason 
why the poor man should not progress very rapidly 
indeed, because he also has friends, and many 
friends on this side of the table. 

I should say, Mr. Chairman, that when I was 
introducing the Eill the hon'ble senior member for 
the Citv was sitting in the chair on the left side of 
the header of the ~ o u s e .  When I had spoken for 
about five minutes, he said, "don't worry to go on 
any more. You will have no opposition; everything 
is alright." I ,  foolishly not remembering that  it was 
he, took his words and sat down. It was, however, 
~;ot  long before a point was raised by the hon'ble 
junior inember for Christ Church, and I saw that 
the hon'ble senior member for the City had changed 
his mind. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am sorry to interrupt, but  
you are not dealing mith Section 5. You are dealing 
with No. 6. Please stick to section 6 .  

Mr. COX: Mr. Chairman, why I started out 
like that was because the junior member for Christ 
Church made a second reading speech on this Bill, and 
dealt with the very points with which he dealt when 
he was speaking on this Bill. 

Mr. REECE: I did not speak on the second 
reading. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of explanation, 
Sir. I do not object to the hon'ble member for St. 
Michael quoting me, but he should have gone on to 
say that  when 1 sald what I said about the Bill i t  
was in reply to something which the hon'ble Leader 
of the House said and which 1 do not care to say 
on the floor of the House. I said that  I had not even 
read the Bill. It was when the hon'ble junior mem- 
ber for St. Lucy drew i t  to my attention that  I took 
the Dill seriously. 

The hon'ble senior member for St. Michael 
should not make a point saying that  I impressed him 
that the Bill was alright and then fooled him. 

Mr. REECE: Mr. Chairman. I would like to 
aay that I bid make a second reiding speech. 

Mr. COX: Sir, I think that  the first point deals 
mith the principle of the Bill. It was the hon'ble 
senior member for St. John who first raised the 
point about the burying of dead animals and things 
of that sort. He went as f a r  as to say- 

Mr. ALLDER: Sir, I did not raise the point 
about burying animals. I said that as fa r  as I could 
see, if your dog was troublesome and went and 
scratched a deep hole you might be involx~sd with the 

the City all through his arguments. Everyone knows law- 
that  the old bucket system is dead. Everyone knows I Mr. COX: I must apologise to the hon'ble mem- 
that  every parish is insisting on the sinking of pits. ber. 1 will go on by asking what does this  articular 



section say. I think that when hon'ble members 
raised the point about burying animals they gave 
a reason why some control should be exercised over 
the burying of these animds in these holes. 

The section does not mean that  anyone who 
has a well in existence or who contemplates digging 
one will have any difficulty in notifying the Board. 
As the hon'ble leader of the House has already 
pointed out, what is to prevent the Regulations from 
saying that the Sanitary Inspectors who visit peo- 
ple's h'ouses in the various areas are to get the ne- 
cessary information? It does not necessarily mean 
that  everyone must wend his way from St. John to 
notify the Board. Even if i t  w'ere so I am sure that 
the hon'ble senior member for St. John would pay 
their transport for them. 

The Bill does not create any hardship when i t  
comes to the burying of animals. I do not see why 
there should not be some control over that, because 
if someone sinks a hole or pit to water level and 
buries a horse or donkey, i t  is clear that the water 
supply will be contaminated by burying that animal. 
I go further, Mr. Chairman. The hoii'ble senior 
member for St. John mentioned something about 
pits two feet and four feet deep in the beach area. 
t know a particular district which is two and a half 
miles from any Deach, in which you hit water when 
a well or pit is snnk three and a half to four feet 
deep. What is to prevent contamination in a case 
Vke tha t?  Why should there not be some control? 

When the honourable senior member for St. John 
raised that point he did not realise that he was help- 
ing us. We do not have the bucket system as in tht 
past. That shows that we are trying to bring sani- 
tation to such a standard as to reduce epidemics to 
a minimum. The hon'ble junior member for Christ 
Church talks about wells which poor people use for 
irrigating their spots of land, and is envisaging 
hardship to these people when the water gets low. 
But if the hon'ble member had read sub-section 2 
of section 8 he would have seen that those persona 
who already have wells m n k  for that purpose wiT 
always be granted licenses. I will read it:- 

"A licence to abstract water shall not be re- 
fused in the case of a well which is in, existence a t  
the commencement of this Act which is then used fol 
the abstraction of underground water, but such 
licence may be granted subject to such conditions 
and restrictions as the Board shall determine." 

I would like to say for the benefit of the hon'ble 
junior member for St. George who spoke about refer- 
ring the matter to the Sugar Producers' Association 
as well as the Board of Agriculture, that he would be 
surprised to know that the Director of Science and 
Agriculture was- 

Mr. DOWDING: The Board of Agriculture is 
a diesrent body from the Agricultural Society. 

Mr. COX: The honourable member having s?id 
that, I withdraw my remarks. I merely wanted to 
point out that the hardship which honourable mcm- 
bers envisage does not in any way exist. I n  the firs? 
place they have the assurance - I am sure that they 
have some confidence in the honourable leader of the 
House - they have the assurance that regulations 
will be so drafted so as to prevent an?. inconvenience 
a s  fa r  as the digging of holes for this purpose is ron- 
ccrned. 

I would like to tell honourable members that simi- 
lar legislation exists in many other countries, even, 
a.; I read when I was introducing the Bill, in Malia. 
Honourable members have spoken as if we need .in 
Barbados no snch oontrois as exist in other countries, 
forgetting that Barbados has over 1,200 people to the 
square mile. If there is any place that n e e b  these 
controls i t  is Barbados, so that we can bring our 
sanitation and our health standards up to a certain 
point. 

I will go further, Mr. Chairman, and say th$E 
these controls are not only for health purposes, al- 
thongh as regards health they are very important, but 
also for the purpose of irrigation. It has been found 
in  some countries that i t  is necessary to control the 
drawing off of watw. I have read that in New 
Mexico or California, i t  has been found that when the 
vater  reserves are heavily drawn on, in  many cates 
poor people who are not able to get the equipment t o  
bring water from a far  depth to the surface are put to a 
difficulty, while the rich who can affwd to buy the 
equipment to bring the water to the surface are G- 
ways ahle to develop their areas as a result of their 
financial position. 

I repeat, Mr. Chairman, that in  seotion 5 I can 
see 110 cause for fear. I doubt even if a Conservative 
Government was in power they would restrict the 
activities of these people to such an extent as to cause 
frustration. I am sure that if honourable memb?? 
will give this Bill a chance they would be satisfiedm 
process of time that such a Bill is in the interest of 
the community, if we are to get the maximum produc- 
tivity that we desire. 

The question that further consideration of Clause 
5 be postponed was put  and decided in  the afiirrnatije 
on a division as follows :- 

Ayes: Messrs. 0 .  T. ALLDER, J. E. T. BRANCKER, 
l?. D. GARNER, E. D. MOTTLEY, H.  A. DOWDING, F. C. 
GODD-~RD, F. E. c. BETHELL, J. H. WILKINSOX, 11. E. R- 
GILL, and W. W. &ECE.- (IN). 

Noes: Dr. H. G. CUMMINS, Messrs. E'. L. WAL- 
COTT, F. E. MILLER, R. G. MAPP, T. 0. BRYAN, M. -E. 
(:ox, and C. H. ADAMS.-(7). 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I now declare the Ayes have 
it. 

Clause 6 was read by the Clerk. 
Mr. COX: I beg to move that Clause 6 stand 

part. 
Mr. ADAMS : I beg to second that. 
THE CHAIRMAN : The question is that Clause 

8 stand part. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: The same argument that y e  

used with regard to Section 5 applies to Section 6, 
and I am moving that i t  be postponed. 

Mr. ADAMS : If you want the whole bill with- 
d ~ a w n  why not vote against i t ?  It appears that thRy 
do not agree with the principle of the Bill, and they 
want the public to feel otherwise. Instee~d of being 
brave enough to vote against it outright, they want .to 
~mamulate it and completely kill it. Has a single 
member made a suggestion as to how section 5 a d d  
be amended? I said that 1 would not accept an  ameqd- 
ment to the word "well" because i t  would be unsoifp- 
tific to put  in a definiton of "well," just os it would 
h6 to define "house", or "tree" or "goat". 

If hon'ble members do not want the bill let them 
vote against it. Voting for postponement is cowad- 
ice. I am not agreeing to any postponement. &V- 
ernment could not possibily agree. 

Mr. NOTTLEY: He @aid he was nut accepting 
any amendment. He is not dictating ta myone over 
here. It is not my duty to draft an  amendment. I 
have the light to talk as much as anyone else. I am 
moving the postponement of section 6. If hon'bk 
members do not agree to the postponement they can 
vote against it. 1 am a man, and I was elected here 
as a man. You cannot tell me that I came here on 
anyone's money. 

The hon'ble Leader of the House is a good lawyer, 
and won his position because of his ability. I have 
expressed my views as a layman. He said that !Le 
was not taking any adjournment. I formally m o G  
the postponement of section 6. 

Mr. BETHELL: 1 beg to second that. 
The question that section 6 be postponed was 

put and on the declaration of the Chairman that the  
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noes have it, a division was called for. The Commit- 
tee then divided as follows:- 

A y e s :  Mr. Q . T .  A L L D q M i .  J. E .  T. BRANC~ER, 
Mr. D. D. GARNER, Mr. E .  D.  X ~ L E Y ,  Mr. H. A.  
DOWDING, ivIr. F. C. GODDARD, Mr. P. E. C. BETHELL, 
Mr. J. H .  WIL~INGON, Mr. L .  E .  R .  GILL and Mr. 
W .  W .  REEcE---(lO). 

Noes: Dr. H .  G .  CUMMINS, Mr. F .  L. WAO 
cm,Mr.F.E.Msmm,Nr.R.G.Map~,bh.T.O. 
BRYAN, fi. M. E, COX, and Mr. G .  H.  ADAMS-(7). 

Mr. CHAIRl&W: I now declare the Ayes h a w  
it. 

Mr. ADAMS: I n  view of that vote it is useless 
carrying on. Every other section dealing with tho 
point about the license depends on Section 5 and ti. 
The Committee will therefore have to report progress 
and ask for leave to sit again. I now formally make 
that motion. 

Mr. C O S :  I beg to second that. 
The Committee on the declaration of the Chairman 

that the & g e s  have i t  reported progress and asked for 
leave to sit again. 

RESOLUTION WITHDXAWN 

Xr. ADKMS: Mr. Speaker, I am asking the  
leave of the nouse to withdraw notice of the resolutioa 
which I gave earlier in the day. When i t  was put 
into my hands I did not notice that it referred to a 
matter which was not yet ready for consideration. 
The resolution is for $800.00. 

There being no ob jcc6on Ieave €0 withdraw notice 
clf the resolution was given. 

BIr. Adams withdrcw notice of the R~solution. 

ADDRESS RE FESTIVAL O F  BRITAIN 

Dr. CUMNINS : Mr. Speaker,- there has 'been 
on the Order Paper for sometime Message No. 6 from 
His Excellency the Governor in connection with a re- 
presentative from the Legislature to the Festival of 
Britain. I understand that Barbados is the only colony 
which has not replied, and we are being pressed for 
an answer. I am craving the indulgence of the House 
for a few minutes to deal with the reply to the Message, 

'I beg therefore t o  move the passing of the fol. 
lowing Address to His Excellency the Governor in 
reply to His Excellency's message No. 6 of 1951 :- 

The House O f  Assembly 
To  

r0VeWtOr His Excellency The C" 

The House of Assembly have the honour to 
wknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency's Mes- 
;age No. 6/1951 reisting to an invitation by His 
Majesty's Government for two members of the Leg& 
ature to attend the Festival of Britain. 

The House of Assembly beg to nominate Mr. 
3. H. Adams as their representative to attend the 
;aid Festival. 

Mr. COX : I beg to second that. 
Thc Address was passed on a division as fol- 

OWS :- 

A y e s :  Messrs. L. E .  SMITH, 0 .  T. ALLDER) F .  E .  
MILLER, l'. Cf. BRYAN, M. E. COX, Dr. H. G. GUM- 
WINS, E. D. &IOTTLEY, J .  E .  T. BRANCKER, D. D .  
JARNER, H. A. DOWDING, F .  E .  C. BETHELL, F. C .  
XODDARD, F. L. WALCOTT and W. W. REECE.-(15). 

Noes: Messrs. J .  H .  WIL~TINGON and L. E. R. 
SILL.- ( 2 ) .  

Mr. SPEAKER:  I will ask the Hon'ble Senior 
Member for St. Thomas to present the Address to 
His Excellency the Governor. 

AD JOURNMEKT 
Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker,- I realise that 

hon'ble members are anxious to have a long vacation. 
I can assure hon%le members that that is coming 
goon. But we are anxious to get the Water Bill 
through, and we are asking hon'ble members to come 
here on Tuesday next to do that. I cannot say that I 
will make a definite promise but the question of pro- 
rogation may be raised. We hope to have on Tuesday 
next something along the lines that hon'ble members 
have been asking for. 1 move the adjonrnment of 
the House until Tuesday next a t  3 p.m. 

Mr. F .  L. WALCOTT : I beg to second that. If 
hon'ble members will look at  the Order Paper they 
mill see that Go~ernment has to pass money resolutions 
which if not passed will make i t  difficult to carry on 
the Government. 

The motion that the House adjourn until Tues- 
dab next was put and passed nem. corn. 

The House was accordingly adjourned until Tues- 
day, April 10, 1951, at 3 pm. 
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THE 

ouse of Assem Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday! 10th April, 1951. 
Pursuant to a,djournment, the House of Assem- 

bly met a t  3 o'clock p.m. to-day. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker ) ,  
Mr. L. E. SMITH (Chairman of  Committees),  Dr. 
H .  G. H. CUMMINS, M.D. ,  C . M . ,  Messrs T. 0. 
BRYAN, M. E. COX, F. L. WALCOTT, G. H .  ADUS: 
B .A . ,  E. D. MOTTLEY, F. C. GODDARD and J. H .  WIL- 
 INSO ON, O.B.E. 

Prayers were read. 

MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meetings which were heL1 
on the 21st and 29th March, 1951, having been cir- 
culated, were taken as read and confirmed. 

DOCUMENT 

Mr. SPBIAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received the Report of thc 
Inspektar of Trees for the parish of St. Joseph fcl 
the year, 1950. 

PAPER, LAID 

Mr. ADAMS: Nr. Speaker, I h a w  the honour 
to lay on the Table of the House the following 
paper :- 

" The Civil Establishment (General) (Amentl 
ment) Order, 1951." 

NOTICES 

A Government notice was given a s  follows:- 

Mr. ADLWS: Resolution to approve the Orde 
entitled "The Civil Establishment (General) (Amend 
ment) Order 1951" made bp the Governor-in-Execu 
tive Clommittee. 

Mr. ALLDEEC entered the House and took his seat 
Mr. MOTTLEY gave notice of the following Arl 

dress.- 

Tlze H o u s ~  of Assembly 
T o  

His  Escellency The  Governor 

\VHEKEAS this Honourable House of Assem- 
)ly is disturbed by the persistent rumours of con- 
empluted Cuba-United Kingdom and Canada-Cuba 
7eciprocal trade pacts which might result in a re- 
iuction of the preferential markets, especially sugar. 
11 the United Kingdom and Canada. 

BE IT  RESOLVED that this House requests 
he Government to enter a strong protest against 
he conclusion of a United Kingdom-Cuba pact witll- 
)ut prior consultation and agreement with the B1;- 
ish West Indies Sugar A~socia~tion (Inc). and the 
3ritish West Indian Clovernments. 

Mr. I I I T ~ L ~ R  ente~ed the IIouse and took his seat. 

SUSPENSION OF RULE 60 

Mr. ADAJIS : Mr. Speaker,-Before the Orders 
)f the Day are called, I am asking leave to move for 
ihe suspension of Rule 60. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 60 be 
DOIT suspended. 

Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

R,ESOLUTION TO VARY THE SCHEDULE TO 
THE LOCAL LOAN ACT, 1941. 

Mr. ADABIS : l beg t o  move that order No. 5 be 
taken as the first Order of the Day. 

Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which .was 
$greed to. 

N r  SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the hon. senior member for 
St. Joseph:-To move the passing of the following 
fiesolution:--Resolution to vary the Schedule to the 
Loertl Loan Act, 1981, to enable the unexpendsd 
Ealance at  the 31st of March, 1951, of the loan raised 
under the authority of this Act to be utilised on 
Housing projects. 

Mr. ADAMS : As hon. members will remember, 
in the course of the Budget Speech it was intimated 
that among the Government provisions in  their Esti- 
mates of revenue and expenditure, outstanding loao 
balances would be used in the way suggested in this 
Order and in the next two Orders Nos. 6 and 7 on the 



being'spent in this way." I-therefor-e beg to move 
that  this Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Eesolution do now p*s 

was put and resolved in  the affirmative tvithout divi- 

Order l'aper. To dead with this Order NO. 5, the 
Local Loan Act, 1941, provicled that i t  shall be law- 
fu l  for the Governor-in-Executive Committee to raise 
by the issue of debentures under the provisions of 
the General Local Loan Act, 1933, a sum not exceed- 
ing $720,000 a t  such times and in such sums as the 
Governor-in-Executiye Committee may decide for the 

sion. 
Mr. WARD entered the House and took his se$. 

that the sun1 of $17,280 should be spent on St. Leon- 
srd 's  73oys' School and we are now varying that  by d 
altering the total shown under that item from 
$17,280 to $29,251.82. The unexpended balance of 
$11,9711.8"~ now altogether to be expended on the 

J 

St. L,eona,rd7s Boys' School; that is the purpose of 
this Resolution. The addendum to the Resolutic,l~ 

ORDERS POSTPONED 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to postpone Orders 
Nos. 1 to 4 on the O d e r  i'aper. 

There being no objection, the hon. member was 
pranted leave. 

purpose of meeting the cost of ths various works and [ says: 

RE,SOIrUTION TO VARY THE SCHEDULE TO 
THE EDUCATION LIOAX ACT, 1935. 

for the purposes described in the Schedule to the 
Act, and for such other works and purposes as the 
Legislature may from time to time add to the Sched- 
ule. It is also provided by the Act that the Legis- 
lature may from time to time vary the said Sched- 
ule or any item therein, or may delete any one ,)r 
more of the items therein and substitute therefor 
another or others or may introduce into the a i d  
schedule any new item or items. It is there for^ in- 
tended by this Resolution that there should be en- 
acted a change in the Schedule by addlng the sum 
of $24,000 trhi& is unexpPniied balance under thl. 
Local Loan Act, 1941, remaining at  the cnd of March 
1951, so that this sum of iuonep can be expendel 
on housing projects, This is a silnple matter ; t h  
House by its failllre to criticize this: suggestion of ~ \ I + J  

Government during the consideration of the Esti- 
mates. has a t  least tacitly approved of this money 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
also stands in the name of the hon. senior member 
for  St. Joseph:-To move the passing of the fol- 
lowing Resolution :-Resolntion to vary the Schec- 
ule to the Education Loan Act, 1935, to enable th? 
unexpended badance a t  the 31st of 3larch. 1951, of 
the loan raised under the authority of this Act 10 
be utilised for the provision of additional accomnw 
clation a t  the St. Leonard's Boys' School. 

Mr. ADAMS : This Resoli~tion is similar to the 
one which we have just passed, except tha,t it refei. 
to the Education Loan Act, 1935. If hon. me in be;^ 

will refer to the Statutes they vill  we what provisior~ 
Las been made. A in imb~r  of things tww \et ont 
the Schedule. The Education Loan *\ct, 1935, p r u  
vided that it shall be lawful for the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee to raise by the issue of debelb 
tures under the provisioiis of t h ~  General Local Lo 
Act, 1933, a sum not qxceeding four hundred and 
fifty-one thousand, two hundred dollars at such time$ 
and in such sums as the Governor-in-Executive Corn. 
mittee may decide for the purpose of meeting t h ~  
cost of the var ion~ works and for the purposes dr- 
scribed in the Schedule to this Act and for such other 
works and purposes as the GOT ernor-iniE'xecutivr 
Committee, with the approval of the T,egislature, mm 
from time to time add to the said Schedule. Tbt 
Schedule to the Education Loan Act runs into sev 
era1 pages and nracticallr every rlementarv schocl 
is included. There is an unex~ended halance a1 
thc end of Mareh 1951. of $13.971.82; it is providt*; 

"This Eesolution seeks the approval of the Leg- 
islature for varying the Schedule to the Education 
Loan Act, 1935, to enable the unexpended balance 
at the 31st of SIasch, 1951, of the loan raised under 
the authority of this Act to be utilised for the pro- 
vision of additional accommodation at the St. Lean- 
ard's BOYS' fhh001." 

The object of this Resolution is to amend the 
Schedule to the Education Loan Act, by 
the llnexp~nded balance to the $17.280 which 
origi1lally provided to be spent on the St. Leonard's 
l?()~-s' hphool iieg to m o ~ e  that this Resolution 

I 
Pass. 

31'. COX: L beg to seconddhat. 
The clnestion that this Resolution do now pass 

"""I'tlt rewll7C'd ill the affirn~ativt. mithout dj- 
-9- 

I XESOLI'TION TO VABY THE: SCHEDULE TO 
THE Prmfilr LOAN ACT, 1928. 

Mr. Fjl'EAKER: The next Order of the Day 
ilso stands in the name of the hon. senior member 
'or St. Joseph:-To move the passing of the fol- 
tiwing Resolution :--Resolution to vary the Schedule 
c the Public Loan Act, 1928, to enable the unex- 
)ended balance at  the 31st of March, 1951, of the 
oaii raised under the authority of this Act to 5e 
rtilised on Housing projects. 

3Tr. ADAMS: This is a similas Resolution to 
.hose whic.11 ~ H V C  just been passed. There is a smal! 
,urn left over from the Public / b a n  Act, 1928. That 
lct  was for the purpose of raising the sum of $I;OSO,- 
100 in respect of a variety of t h i n p  including the 
3xtension of the water supply of the island, the 
;.nrchrtse of a site a t  the Belle, provisioll of a room 
jt t h ~  Central Police Station for ammrrnition, female 
m r d  at  the T~a~zaretto, and so on. A small 'sum of 
$851.23 left and it is proposed, as in the case of 

otht31. balances. to put it to something which we 
think is more useful. I t  is also propo~ecl to use thik 
.mall halmce on housing projects. The sum cf 
$831.23 tvlll not go very f a r  where housing is cou- 
wmetl. but whatever you can add to housing it i~ 
2ood to add it. I beg to move that this Resoluti~n 
lo now pass. 

Mr. COX: I beg to sec.ond thfit. 
The question that this Resolution do now paw 

was  put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

Mr. BETHELL entered the House and took his 
%=at. 

TIIE MTATERTvORICS (FURTHER APPLICIA- 
TION O F  STJRPTJUS FUNDS) BILL, 1951 

321 SI'EAKER: The nest Order of the Da?. 
<llso \tancIs in the name of the hon. senior nlembcr 
for qt. .Josc~pll :-Second readillg of a Bill intit~xled 
m Act to authorise the espencliture of such suma 
of money as remain anspent ont of the ainonnt . ~ f  
cone million twelve thousand, three himclred ant1 
twenty clollari raiwcl hy may of loan ullder the 
T%Tatcrworks Loan Act 1935, and the 7vVaterworl.s 
Loan Act. 1941, for the improveinent ant1 extension 
1.f the I\ ater supply and the (mnp?etion of other ~vorli. 
c~miwcted there~vith 
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X r .  ADAMS : Honoarable llierubers will see that 
although this item is in the form of a Bill, m efit'ect 
ir is the same thing as the Kesolutions which have just 
been passed dealing wlth unexpended balances irom 
loaus. 111 this case there 1s an unexpended balance 
of $93,076. The Waterworks Loan Act, 1935, and 
the L) aterworks Loan Act, 1941, set out specifically 
m the Schedules on what items the loans are to be 
expended. The Government has decided, as appears 
in the Preamble to this Bill, that this unexpendecl 
balance should be used to carry out other work tor 
the further improvement and extension of the water 
supply. If honourable members look up these two 
Acts they mill see under the Act, 1935-10, a long list 
of i t e m  to be dealt with in  the several parishes; 
they range from the purchase of land a t  Brittons 
Hill and building a reservoir to providing 450 yards 
of 3-inch main a t  Stemarts Hill and erecting a stand- 
pipe in the parish of St. John and doing other things 
in that distinguished parish. There were 165 items 
and every specific item had a specific sun1 of money 
allotted to it. The provisions of that Act can only 
be varied by introducing a Bill setting out that  the 
unexpended balance in respect of the specific items 
set out in the Schedule should be used for the 
further extension and improvement of the water 
supply. This Bill authorises the expending of the 
$98,076 which has remained unexpended from thc 
sum of $746,400 raised by way of loan under the 
1935 Act. and from the sum of $169,920 raised by 
way of loan under the 1941 Act. According tu 

the end of Ivlarch, 1951, was $18,000. I beg to move 
that Clause 2 stand part  of the Bill. 

ILr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. I 

The Schedule was read and passed. 
The Preamble was read and agreed to. 
On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 

Cox, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the Bill 
in Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported aa- 
cordingly. 

On motions of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Dr. 
CUMMINS in each case, the Bill was read a third time 
m d  passed. 

Mr. MAPP entered the House and took his seat. 

COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS TO T H E  COMlWS- 
SIONS O F  ENQUIRY (AMEPU'DMENT) 

BILL, 1951 

Mr. SPXAKEK.: The next Order of the Day 
alao stands in the name of the honourable senior 
member for St. Joseph:-To move the consideration 
of the amendments of the Honourable Legislative 
Council to the Ell1 to amend the Commissions of 
Enquiry Act, 1908. 

Mr. ADAMS: If honourable members have had 

time was put and resolved in the affirmafive without 
division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
Cox, Mr. SPURER left the Chair, and the House 
went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH being i n  
the Chair. 

On a similar motion, the Preamble was post- 

clause 2 of this Bill, that balance is to be ap&ed 
for the purpose of meeting the cost of various works 
and for the purposes described in the Schedule to 
the Bill, and for such other works and purvoses as 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee, with the 
approval of the Legislature, may, from time to time, 
determine. rphis balance Tvill be used for assisting 
in carrying out some of the schemes which ,are now 
being carried out, but which have not yet been corn- 
pleted. I beg to move that this Bill be now read a 
second time. 

Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Bill be now read a second 

poned, 
Clause I. the title Clause, was read and passed. 

time to appreciate the amendments made by the 
Other Place to this Bill, 1 will deal with them now. 
The amendments are verbal and they set out care- 
fully that anything affecting Vestry rates shall also 
be liable to investigation by a Commi~~ion of En- 
quiry. section 2 of the Bill as passed by the House 

as 
('Section two of the Commissions of Enquiry 

Act, 1908, is hereby amended by deleting the w o r k  
from "to enquire" occurring in  line five thereof to 
"local institution" occurring in line ten thereof and 
mbstituting therefor the following words:- 

"to enquire into the conduct of any officer 
in thc public service of the Island, the conduct 
or management of any department of the pub- 
lic service or of any public or local institution". 
and then this comprehensive phrase was added: 

Clause 2 was read. 
Mr. ADAXS: I n  moving that Clause 2 stand 

part of the Bill, I think I should correct what will 
prove to be a mistake. When the Waterworks 
Department drew the matter to the attention of the 
Government, the unexpended balance was $93,W6, 
but i t  was also drawn to the Governmentr7s attention 
that possibly $18,000 woulcl be expended in carrying 
out more work; so that it is just possible that the 
$93,076 might have been reduced to $75,076. I n  an>- 
event, whatever sum remains unspent is to be spent 
now. -A Schedule was not sent down with this Bill 
because we had to ask for figures as to the stand- 
pipes which are needed, and we found i t  difficult 
to decide what priorities to give in respect of these 
standpipes. If i t  had been possible, hon. members 
would have been told specifically on what items this 
money is being spent. I have now discovered that 
there is a Schedule to  the Bill, and it says: "Pro- 
vision 03' additional M&ns and Standpipes-$75,076". 
1 had to make that explanation; the sum which tha 
Waterworks Department said they would expend by 

"or into any matter in which-an enquiry would, 
in the opinion of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee. be in the public interest." 
The Other Place considered that the last por- 

tioii of that sentence was too wide and they h a w  
amendetl it by usiilg these words :- 

"To enquire into the conduct of any officer 
in the public service of the Island, the conduct 
and management of any department of the pub 
lie service, the conduct and management of anv 
parochial or local government body, and the 
(*onduct and management of any publir: or local 
institution or body which is in receipt of or 
entrusted with public funds whether provided 
by the Treasury or otherwise, by any vestry of 
the Island or from Imperial funds, and inio 
which an enquiry in the opinion of the Covernor- 
in-Executive Committee would be for the public 
welfare." 
1 do not know if the use of the words "or body" 

occurring after the words "local institution" mean8 
a public or private body or either. I n  short, the 
Other Place have used a qualifying phrase; the 
phrase "and into which an  enquiry in the opinion 
of the Governor-in-Executive Committee would be 
for the pnblic welfare" qualifies the investigations 
which may be made; whereas as the Bill left the 
Home. i t  was intended that whether i t  was a public 
local body or any private body, if it was considered 
that an enquiry should be held, that enquiry would 
be held. Bp adding that phrase, the Other Place 
have covered bodies which may be using local funds 



and bodies which illay be using Colonial Develop- 
ment and Welfare Funds, Labour Welfare Funds, 
and so on. The spirit of the Blll as it left this Place 
has not really beell changed. The Other Place have 
attempted to make more specific the funds which 
would be used by public, parochial or other 
bodies, and have given the right to the Executive 
Committee to hold an enquiry in case the conducl 
of the management of ang- of these bodies may be 
questioned. These amendments Inay be accepted; 
the language of the Section is changed, but the object 
to be attained has not been changed. 1 beg to move 
that these anlendmenta be 1 1 0 ~  read a first time. 

Dr. CTJMM~NS seconded the motion which v a s  
agreed to. 

On motions of Mr. AUAMS, seconded by Dr. 
C o n r m ~ s  in each case, the amendments were read 
s second t h e  and agreed to. 

SAVINGS BASK (,1hIEIVDMEKT) B1 LL. 1931 

Mr. SPEAKEH: The next Order of the Day 
also stands in the nalne of the honourable senior 
member for St. Josepll :-To move the second reading 
of a Bill intitnled i111 Act to amend the Sayings Bank 
Act, 1914. 

Mr. ADAMS : As honourable members will see 
f r o ~ n  the "Objeots and Reasons" of this Bill that 
the Bill is for the purpose of amending the original 
Act in order to provide for the p,ddition of a steno- 
grapher-typist to the staff of the Bank. Clause 5 
of the Act provides that the staff' of the Bank shall 
consist of the following officers to be appointed bp 
the Governor :- 

Manager 
Accountant 
Two Cashiers 
Five Clerks 

The work of the Bank has increased consider- 
ably a.nd i t  was thought necessary that an addition- 
al stenographer-typist should be appointed to the 
staff. This Bill also seeks to give effect to the pro- 
posal of the Re-organisat,ion Committee that the of- 
fice of " Principal Clerk & Accountant " be replaced 
by that of "Accountant" so as to bring i t  into line 
with its counterpart 111 the Civil Establisl~ment. 
Clause 5 of the original Act is to be amended, and 
as; honourable nlember2 will see from the second 
paragraph of the "Objects and Reasons". this 
Clause has already been a n m l d 4  on nunlerous oc- 
casions, and the opportunity has been taken in the 
drafting to ~ubstitute an entirely new Sub-clause 
embodying all the previous amendments rather than 
make a further aulendlnent. Hon. nlembers will see 
what is proposed to be done by Clause 2 of this Rill. 
Originally there was no stenographer-typist then 
one was appoi:lted, and now txere is the necessity 
for appointin.. another onc. T beg to  m o \ - ~  that thi- 
Rill be now read a sccontl time. 

Dr. CUlSi\lINS: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Bill be now read a sec- 

ond time was put and resolved in the affirnlative 
without divisioc. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Dr 
C'UMMINS, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair. and the House 
went into Committee on the Rill, Mr. SMITH being in 
the Chair. 

Clause I, the title Clause, was wad and passed. 
Clause 2 was read as follows .- 
2. Section five of the principal Act is hereby 

anwnded- 
( l )  by deleting snbsection (1) thereof and 

substituting thmefor t h ~  follolrjng 
snhsection- 

" (1) (a) Tile staff of the Bank shall 
consist of the following offi- 
cers to be appointed by the 
Governor :- 

Manager 
Accountant 
Nine Clerks 
Stenographer Typists; 

(b) Notwithstanding the provi- 
sions of paragraph (a) of 
this subsection, the Governor, 
on the recommendation of 
the Directors of the Bank, 
inay from time to time ap- 
appoint s u c h additional 
clerks not exceeding two in 
number as he shall consider 
necessary. ' ' 

(2) by substituting a comma for the full 
stop in subsection (2) and adding the 
following words thereto "and the sal- 
salary of the Accountant shall be at  
the rate of $1,728 rising by annual 
increments of $72 to $2,160 then by 
annual increnlents of $96 to $3,024 and 
then by annual increments of $144 to 
$3,456 per annum. " 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Clause 2 stand 
p i ~ t  of the Rill. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. WILKINSON: I did not read this Bill un- 

til 2.30 o'clock this afternoon and I did not have 
time to compare the salaries as set out in  S u b - ~ 1 8 ~  
(2) ; however, I presume that these are the salaries 
which haw always been provided. I ask the hon. 
inember to tell me if any change has been made. 

JIr.  ,2DAMS : The present Accountants in the 
Civil Establishment receive salaries of $1,728 rising 
to $3,156 per annum, and i t  is proposed that the 
Accountant at the Savings Bank should be placed 
in the same category. That salary is what is being 
paid Accountants under the re-organisation. The 
Re-organisation Committee proposed that there 
chould be on the staff of the Bank, an Accountant. 
and the ;~ddition of two Senior Clerks and one Stm- 
ograph~r-Typist. The original posts which have been 
;,l olishrd are : Principal Clerk and Accountant, the 
wlarJ- of which was $2.880-$3,456, and Clerk, the 
,alarv of vhich was $480-$2,160 

Thc question that Clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill m s  nut and resolved in the affirmative without 
livision. 

On the nzotion of Xr .  AD AS^ seconded bp Dr. 
C;ITI\IMINS, the CIIAIRMAN rC'pOrted t h ~  passing of 
the Bill in Committee. 

X'. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and report- 
accordingly. 

011 iuotions of Llr  ADANS. seconded by Dr. 
ClrTnrm~s in ~ a c h  cas-, the Rill was read a third 
time and passed. 

Mr. SL'SAKER: The next Order of the Day 
dso  stands in the name of the llonourable senior 
m ~ r n b ~ i -  for St. Jowph:- To move the second read. 
ins of a Rill intituled an Act to anthorise the payment 
of an additional pratnity and pension to Jam+ Daniel. 

Mr.  ADAMS : As honourable members will see 
from the "Objects and Reasons" of the Bill, James 
Drlnel nsed to xorl: with the Commissioners of 
ITichwavs for thr parish of St Michael for a period 
of 14 vmi-s. Mr. Spcakrr, in view of some informa- 
tion which T have just received. T am ackinc lcare 
to I ) O , ~ ~ ~ I I P  t h ~  ~071~ideration of this Order 



There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave to postpone the consideration 
of the Order. 

THE ROCK YENSlON BILL 

&h. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
also stallub i11 the name of the hon. senior member 
for St. J oseph :-To move the second reading of a Bili 
~ntltuled an Act to authorise the payment of a gratuity 
and peilsion to Charles Bransway Adolphus Rock. 

d r .  ,ll)d?rlS : Hononrable inriilbers know all 
about this Bill already. Mr. Charlie Rock, as he is fain- 
iliarly known, the Official Reporter of the Legisla. 
t,ive Council, ha5 unfortunately had to resign his 
office on account of continued illness. The Govern- 
ment has agreed that he shonld be given a gratuity 
and reduced pension in the usual way, and we are 
informed that that will work out at  the sum of 
$l,074 a< gratuity and $322.20 per annum as pen- 
sion. This Bill seeks to make provision for tb- 
payment of that gratuity a i ~ d  pension to Mr. Rock. 
I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second 
time. 

Xr .  COX : P be:, to second that. 
The question that thib Bill be now read a sec- 

ond time v a s  put and resolved in the affirmativ* 
without division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
Cox, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair. and the House 
went into Comittee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH being 
in the Chair. 

The t5ree Clauses of the Bill were read and 
passe d. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
COX, the CHBIRMAN reported the passing of the Bill 
in Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKEX resumed the Chair and report- 
ed accordingly. 

On motions of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. Cox 
jn each rase, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker,-1 ask leave to 
proceed with the Address of which 1 gave notice 
.earlier today. 

There being no objection. leaye was granted the 
Ilonourable member. 

Mr. MOTTIIEY: The Address I-cads as fol- 
I, ..,WS :- (L 

The House of Assembly 
T o  

His Erceblewy f ke  Governor 

W13EREAS this Hono~arable llouse of Assein- 
.bly is disturbed bp 61e persistent rumours of con- 
templated Cuba-United Kingdoin and Canada-Cuba 
reciprocal trade pacts which might result in a re- 
duction of the prefermtial markets, especially sugar, 
in the United Kingdom and Canada. 

BE IT RESOLVED that this House requests 
the Government to enter a strong protest against the 
conchision of a United Kingdom-Cuba pact without 
prior consultation and agreement with the British 
West Tndies Sugar Association (Inc.) and the Erit- 
ish West Indian Governments. 

Copies of this Address have been circulated. 
among honourable members, and, as usnal. if there 
is anv hon. member who wants to offer any amend- 
ment to the phraseology of the Address so as to 
make i t  s t ron~er .  T am willing to accept the amend- 

inent. 111.. Speaker, I want to begin by saying this: 
111 dealing with an Addre& of this sort, 1 believe 
that hon. members will restrain themselves from 
usmg any very strong language. On a previous pc- 
caslon 1 have taken the opportunity from the floor 
of this House to ask the Government to support the 
action of British West Indies Sugar &soclation with 
which we were then nego~tiating: 1 said then, aacl l 
still feel so now, that if the present Leader of the 
House, with his infiuence and the respect which he 
holds a t  the Colonial Office, were to add his support to 
aa Address of this nature, much good would result. 
rluiu~urablc nleiubers will observe that in Trinidad, 
Jamaica and sevenal other West I n d i a  Colonies 
kvhere this rumour-well it is not a rumour now - 
where the publication of this proposed pact has been 
~ n a d ~ .  it has caused the various Governments to sit 
1111 and get golng. As I read that publication I was 
mindful of what was said to me a few weeks ago 
when 1 visited 'Trinidad: the hon. Minister of Trade 
and Commerce in that colony said that Barbados 
\\as stancling in the way of federation. I suppose 
tbat, not knowing to what Party I belong, he 
:issociatcd ule then with the present Government by 
sa) in:! that they w r e  favourable to federation. I 
wordcl like to say that the more I read and re-read 
of the negotiati& which are apparently going on, 
the more 1 wme to the conclusion that in matter& 
of this sort, if West Indians must survive as  a na- 
tion, they nlust present a united front. No voice of 
Jamaica, Trinidad or Barbados alone will ever 
carry as much weight in a matter of this sort as the 
roices of the West Indian Colonies as a whole, for 
iadcril sugar is the life blood of these colonies. All 
thinking people whether they are labourers, 
planters, civil servants or peaFwts, must-view this 
matter rather gravely. because wih all we have been 
doing within recent years, with all our social pro- 
gress which has been made within recent years, nego- 
tiations which I have referred to, must affect the stand- 
ard of living of the people of these colonies. If sugar 
negotiations m ~ ~ s t  affect colonies like Trinidad and . 
danlaica where the sugar industry is not the prime 
intlnstry they must affect Barbados more so be- 
~ ~ 1 1 s ~  WP hi17.e only the sugar industry to depend 
npc 11; an t1  honourable members mast appreciate 
that we ar- more concerned with such negotiations 
which will throw us in  the open market, where our 
sugar is concerned. than Trinidad Jamaica, British 
Cluiana or any other sugar-producing colony in  the 
West Inclirs Pcrsonally, my reason for moving the 
passinc of this Address is because the British Gov- 
ernment is apparently more concerned today with 
the various West Indian Governments or forms of 
Go~ernment than i t  is concerned with the economic 
status of the inhabitants of this island. I feel that 
the voices of the various Governments mill carry 
some  eight; i t  is not yet possible to pass one Ad- 
dress in a federated Chamber in  the West Indies 
to deal with this matter, and therefore i t  is evident 
that when anything of this n a t u ~ e  affects Trinidad, 
Jamaica, Barbados or any other West Indian colony, 
we in Barbados should pass an Address the princi- 
v1e of which should be as near as possible to what 
other colonies have passed. Tn other words if this 
Address is passed, we are asking the Government 
of this colony to do what the Gouernmentq of Trini- 
dad and other colonies have been asked to do. 7 
do not take the credit for drafting this Address 
in the mav in which i t  has been drafted: honourable 
members mast realise the force with whicl~ t h i ~  Ad- 
dress hac: been put and the wording has been conierl 
from A r l d r ~ s s ~ s  pasvcl in other colonier 3.1-inq the:. 
Governments to protest against the conclnsion of 
this pact. Thiq ir a matter with which we nwct 



deal calmly as \ye possibly wan. The facts arc: 
rhat prlor to LYorld \var I. the ib7est Indies were 
rurcea to sell their sugar at  world market prices plus 
preterence. Prices were lo\\* with a consequent low 
b~alluaru oi 11~111g' in  tne colonies. \l ltn tile out- 
break of the War when there would have been a 
scarcity of. bugar and, as a consequence, \voriLt ymeb 
would have rlseii, the price of sugar was pegged; 
but the prices oi those commodities which the col- 
ouleb purcnaseu remained unpegged. Setmeen the 
two \ \  orld \ t a r s  the British \I est lndles were 
agalu Iorced to sell their sugar at world prlces, 
and in consequence there was a low standard of 
hvlng. \yith the outbreak of the second World 
War tvhen prices would have risen, we were warn 
under control. 

&. SyEhKEB: l am trying my b s t  tu mar  
tllc member who is debatmg, but lt is cilmcult 
c. uecause other hon. inembers are also ueuaLlllg. 

Mr. AI" I ILI?( 1 : I was saying t h a ~  n1le11 + t  OYLJ 

'\.,'ar 11 was declared, trle price of sugar nudW LlaVe 
risen, auu we \\rere controlled. l d~gress here to say 
t l l a ~  we uld oPjeut to that ;  it was part of our duty 
to make some contribution to the War effort, in- 
ceed tve 1n fZarbaclos n-ere proud to be able to make 
tilat cont r lbut io~~ Do not let i t  be felt that i an1 
nl&lllg a crltici~111 anck sayng that we hacl no right to 
~ . ~ a k e  that contrlbutlon during Jyar 11; \W Were 
proud of being able to make that contributiou so as 
tc: erlable the grltish Government to regain the posi 

tvhieh she now occupies. To get back to what 
1 was saying, at the outbreak of the second World 
\Tar, w t  were again under control when prices would 
have risen. On this occasion IIis Najesty's Govern- 
nlent undertook to purchase our sugar at prices to be 
negotiated, but which in effect were fixed by the Min 
istry of Food. This agreement was renewed in 1946 
to extend to 1949, and it was again renewed in 19-1.8 
to extend to 19,j2. 15-e have debated in this House 
the whole question as regards sugar, the question of 
the standard of liviiig and what it would n ~ a n  to us 
if we were thrown into the open lnarket. In  1949 
the British West Indies Sugar Association having 
reason to believe that after 1952 we mould be again 

0-term thrown on the world market,, pressed for a lon, 
agreement. They considered lt unfair that in the days 
of plenty they should have tc; sell their sugar at world 
market prices, but in the clays of scarcity they should 
bc forced to forego ~wr!c! prices and accept a con- 
trolled price in the interest of the Brtish cousunlrr 
'!'here was the consideration that it was the first duty 
o f  the various Governments in the West Inclies to 
raise the standard of the TTTcst Indian people The 
l( np-term agreement final1~- negotiated was that the 
Rritish West Intlirs should proclnce 900,000 tons of 
s!lgar; that was the limit. the present exports being 
between 750,000 and 775,000 tons. Thrre  as also the 
condition that up to 1952 TIis 3fajest.1-'S Government 
n ould purchase all our exports of sugar-a portion 
of which the British Gowrnment re-exports to Can- 
ada  a t  a profit-bnt from 1953 to 1957, that period 
was subsequently extended to 1958, thep could guar- 
vitee us a market for only 670,000 tons at reasonably 
remnn~rative prices, the remaining 230.000 tons to be 
.old a t  world prices. 

The onlv sugar preference markets which we halle 
at onr dis~osal  are the TTnited Kingdom and the Cans- 
(';an markets, and i t  can be well nndm-stoocl horn 
qbocked the Colonial and Dominion q1,aar producers 
m d  members of the West Tndian Governments mere 
to hear o r  read, because there must be some people 
'--h have more information than hl\T~P or than 
+ h n ~  ~ r h n  onlv read from nen-qnanerq have. that the 

n ; t p d  K i n d n m  was nawtiatinw S I ~ ~ I -  nactS ~ t h  
hh. and that in conseqilcnre of the &ficnltiPs which 

C'arada has experienced in her export trade to the 
\J est Indies, the Canadian Government was also car- 
~ y i n g  on negotiations with Cuba. An Address of 
this nature might be dry and boring, but I want to 
tcll hon. members here and now that whatever in- 
creases you hale offered to your civil servants, what- 
eyer social relorlus you have embarked upon and 
v~hatever bonuses or increase& you have got for agri- 
cultural labourers, I can foresee that, unless a stroag 
protest is made, unless a united front is presented to 
the British Government and s'ome guarantee is given 
to us in respect of our sugar after 1952, there will have 
tc; be some retrenchment carried out. I hate to sound 
that note ; every Labour or Socialist member who takes 
his politics seriously must realise that whatever 
p~ornises you make to people, you make them on the 
b'4s of getting a good sugar crop and a proper re- 
munerative price for your sugar. Needless to say: 
buth the Donli~lion sugar producers and the British 
\Test Tndies Sugar Association have already vigor- 
olisly protested against the conclusion of any long- 
tc rm anrrement with Cuba. which would be yreju- 
dlcial to our interests in this matter. From the latest 
i~~formation which I haw been able to glean, the 
(hurrument of Australia has given strong support to 
thr protests of Al~,traIian sugar producers and other 
(:ouernnit~nts in thc West Indies have also supported 
th~l  action of the British West 'Indies Sugar Associa. 
tion. 11011. members will recall that when representa- 
t i w ~  of the British West Tnclies Sugar Association 
were in England and negotiations were made with 
tl'r. Anstralian delegates and they vent  bmk home. 
v-c were tempted to mk where mc stood; on this 
ccaqinn, however. the Australian sugar producers 

h:~ve registered their protest. This Address seek's to 
obtain the support of the Legislature of BarbaZos in 
the protests lodged hp the sugar producers. 

l m gomg to bay something which l do not 
believe lt is necessary to say on this occasion; when 
l spoke on a similar Address on a former occasion, 
the hon senior member for St. Peter told hon. mem- 
bers of this E1ouse that they should be careful how 
t l ~ e ~ -  vote for an Address of this sort. There are still 
some people who think that they can offer themselves 
a? members of this House not realising their respon- 
sibillty or knowing or caring that all progress, social 
W otherwise, depends upon sugar; and as I have 
said here on several occasions, we should negotiate 
fo r  a good price for sugar and bring money into this 
colony. When the money is here, then let the Union 
nlalie negutiations for the workers and all who are 
j~~terc~steti m the irldnstry. If hon. members merely 
ptJt u p  in this IIouse to say that l am moving the 
passing ui' an Acldress with a ~ i e w  of helping planters 
o:. merchants or negotiations with the British West 
I1:dirs Sugar Association, I would smile and say- to 
the narrow-minded ; imagine our getting @mey from 
thc British Government to pay for labour without 
first getting a good price for our sugar! I f  we can get 
a good price for our sugar, then we will have done 
a good job. Every legislator in this colonp must 
realise the serions consequences whiich must ensue if 
the United Kingdom-Cuba pact is finally negotiated, 
and T have no hesitation in saying that none of us 
will fail to give our c up port to the British West 
Iidiprj Sugar Assocjation in the fight for justice in 
this matter, 

There ic jnst one final observation which I wodd 
1:lre to make. We have been reading of conditions 
in the neighbouring colonies; we have read where the 
infiltration of Commi~nism i q  apparently making 
wme headn7a.c in other colonies, and we shall en- 
;earonr to s t a v  off Communisn~ teith all our might. 
We. in this colony. sha.11 ever be loyal to the British 
Government : bnt T throw out  the warning that the 
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greatest breeding ground for Communism is dire 
poverty. Comuni sm will make no headway where 
a Government is mindful of the social conditions of - 
the people. However well meaning the Government 
of a.ny West Indian colony might be, i t  must get a 
remunerative price for sugar so that an increase can 
be passed on to the workers in the industry. This is 
a matter which needs the support of every West 
I: dian colony; I say that even if we disagree on 
certain internal points, on a l na t t e~  of getting a price 
for the only product which we hare to offer-sugar- 
we should close our ranks; there mnst not be any 
infiltration. I sit down by saying that if it beconles 
necessary to have a Vest  Indian Conference on this 
matter-if West Tndian delega.tes are appointed-I 
bope that the hon. senior member for St. r J ~ ~ e p l l  will 
be able to present the case for Barbados at that 
Conference. 1 have inmich pleasure in inoving that 
this Address do nom pass. 

Mr. GODDARD : 1 beg to second the nlotlon For 
tl:e passing of this Address. 'The House of Assembly 
of Barbados has been known to be the mouthpiece 
fcr the West Indies in matters of this sort; we used 
to lead other colonies in  passing Addresses of this sort 
we found that the Britlsh Government was not givlng 
these colonies a square deal. However, Jamaica and 
Trinidad have taken the lead in this matter and I am 
glad to see that they are assisting us in the protest 
which we have always had to fight alone. I should 
like to say that in the case of the West Indies Cricket 
team, we were united and we won; similarly we were 
united at the last sugar talks and we won. I t  was 
with dismay that the British West Indian Colonies 
learned that talks between the British 
acd  Cuba on the one hand and between Canada and 
Cuba on the other hand, mwe going on with a vie\\- 
to their buying the large amount of one and a half 
million tons of Cuban sugar over a, period of thret. 
years. We cannot prevent any Government from 
making trade deals, but we can protest when we feel 
that those deals will interfere with our interests. 
Cuba sells her sugar mainly to America; she enjoys 
a very good preferential treatment there, based on 
some definite understanding of, and relationship LO 

the cost of living and the roods which she buys from 
America. Cuba has a well-established industry and 
she can very well take care of herself; on the other 
hand over a long period of years, we, in these colonieb 
have ha.d struggles and we have had days of depres- 
sion. Prior to the first World War ewryone know% 
that we got a low price for our onlv commodity; thc 
War came along and the price of sugar was con- 
trolled below market prices. Then we were thrown 
Gn world market prices until 1939 when the second 
World War bega,n. I n  days of crisis when there were 
shortages of commodities. prices rose ancl WC TT-ere 
again controlled, ancl, as the hon. senior member for 
the City has said, we felt that we shoiilil contribute to 
the War effort. Hovever, a t  the conclusion of the 
cecond World qTar we had hoped that the British 
Oovernment woald have given us a reasonable price 
for our sugar having regard to our contribution to 
the War effort. I foresee that at  the end of 19.52 
when the present arrangement with thc British Gov- 
ernment has expired, we might again be thrown oi 
the world market and be again in a very depresset1 
state. If Trinidad with her other industries such 
as 051, cocoa and so on, and Jamaica ri-ith her fruit 
and other industries can he so concerned about the 
orice of sugar. what ahont humble Barbados, the in 
habitants of which are entirely dependent upon thr 
price of sugar for a reasonable standard of liring" 1 
c-iinot see anv hon. mcmber of this Honw sncakin~ 
ill any tone different from that in v+;(.h tEc hog 
vnior  member for thr City- nnA ~ r y s ~ l f  %arc  c7o?--- 

this afternoon. We cannot be too critical of the 
negotiations which are taking place because we do 
not know how far  they are going; but we are protest- 
ing today so as to let i t  be known i n  England that we 
will not stand idly by and see our interests being dis- 
sipated. We will not be satisfied to know that  the 
t n i t e d  Kingdom has negotiated a pact with C'uba, 
which will d e c t  the interests of these colonigs. We 
cannot sell our sugar in any other market and it is 
unfortunate that m-ing to the strain of trade relations 
between Canada and these colonies, Canada has seen 
fit to negotiate a sugar agreement with Cuba. We 
vie\\ this matters with slam and I hope that when 
this protest is, made, it will bear fruit, and T+e qill 
be assured that this deal with Cuba will not affect the 
economics of these colonies. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The question is that this 
Address do now pass. Hon. members in favour of 
that will please say "Aye", those against will please 
say "No." 1 think the "Ayes" have it. I will ask 
the hon. senior member for the City to present this 
A ddress. 

Mr. NOTTLEY : As Your Honour pleases. 

THE DANIEL PENSION BILL, 1951 

&h. ADAMS : l ask leave to proceed with Order 
ho. 11, the consideration of which was postponed. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
hon. member. 

Mr. SPEAKEB: The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the hon. senior member for 

Iona1 gratuity and pension t o - ~ - k u e s  Daniel. 
Mr. ADAMS : As hon. members will see from 

he "Objects and Reasons," James Daniel was 
mployed in the service of the Commissioners 
)f Highways for the parish of St. Gchae] 
l'rom 1912 until 1926. In 1926 he was employed by 
he Central Road Board and then by the Department 
I! Highways and Transport which came into opera- 
ioli i11 1945. Iie remained in the employ of the 
Department until his retirement in 1949. I t  was drawn 
L, my attention that apparently Daniel was employed 
3p Messrs D. M. Simpson &. Co., and not by the High- 
,,ay Commissioners In\-estigation has proved that 
Ihnirl was appointed by the Board as a sort of 
mistant and was paid a few shillings a week and 
then as a roller driver. This Bill follows the well- 
Frmded precedent that where people have given 
~ubl ic  services which are not pensionable, the period 
~f time when they were in effect working for the 
.ommunity should he taken into consideration. As 
~snal .  these figures which are set out in the Rill have 
,em computed b ~ -  the Auditor General. l beg to 
~rlorc that this Bill be now read for a second time. 

Nr.  COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. CRAWB'ORD : Before the question is put, 

iu riew of the principle which has just been emmci- 
afed by the hon. introducer of this Bill. I should like 
him to inqnire into the casr of George Chase who 
~ s e d  to be a mason foreman at  the r~nblic Hospital 
Ecr ouey 21 years. (A MEMBER: The Hosnital was 
a private institution). I t  has since been taken over 
h) the Government. bnt. in anv case. I shoi~ld bp 
surprised to learn that after having given 2'1 ~ ~ a r s '  
iervicc at the Hosnital working ~ermanent lv  eTTerp 
clav of th* week, this man was not given anv ~ r a t u i t v  
oi. nension Chase retired in 1949 and annlicd for a 
r)c~ncion later that T-ear. but nn to now he ha? not 
T C C P ; T - ~ ~  cithcr a nension n r  .rratilit~-. h n n r  or t vo  
~ reu iou r  to hi? retircm~nt. C h ~ w  n - a ~  informed h- 
tFn TTocnitnI Rr)ap;l t h a t  ?$ - fnwnn~n h0 ~voillii hn 
ontitled to two weeks' ho1icla.r- with nav. and althowh 
t h w  conld not pnt him on the Government list so t o  
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speak, they would endeavour to see that he got a pen- 1 ?'he House of Assembiy 

s ~ ~ n  when he ratired Chase has retired, he has made j 1'0 

his appllcat~ol~ bnt has not heard anything about Ills E.rcelle?zcy the Governor 

it. I have mentiolled the matter in pass~ng so that i t  
lirigllt well be coiisiiLered by the appropriate authori- WHEREAS itinerant pedlars for some time hrs r  
tles in case that their attention has not, so far, been been hawking merchandise about this Island in motm 

cars, charging exorbitant prices for their goods ant1 
succeecling in disposing of them by offering cretlit on 

drawn to the particular case. 

3lr. ADAillS : We have previonsly passed a Bill 
of this sort in which the Legislatnre approved of the 
glallt of a pensioii to a person for services which 
vere not pensionable by la,w but which became pen- 
sionable as soon as we passed a special Act to cover 
the ,'ast.. TTherl- 2 nlan was il ~uperllillllrrary ill the 
Fire Brigade and switched over to the Police Force 
and became eligible for a pension, in a case of that, 
sort, his period of service as a supernumerary in the 
E'ire Brigade is taken into account: but there iq, a 
vastly different principle where a man is eiilployed by 
a private body and then comes over to the Govern- 
ment. When any case comes before the C;overnment 
ir: which it may be necessaq- to extend th? principk 
I have just nieritioned to persons who were not em 
played by the Central Government-whenever the oc- 
ccsion arises the Government will doubtless give care 
tul  consideratioil to the question as to whether tlx 
principk should be extended or not. 

Mr. DOWDING enteretl the House and took 
seat. k 

Mr. MOTTLEY : I am supporting the argunlenl 
of the lion. junior member for St. Philip that aftel 
iz man has 7%-orked at  the Hospital for 21 years h( 
sl~ould be given a pension. I associate myself wit1 
the hon. member in asking the Leader of the Honrt 
I:: gire favourable coi~sideration to the application o 
this man for a pension. even althonqh it may bc 
considered that the Hospital was an institution rnhic.1 
got a grant-in-aid froin the Government. The Ele 
mentary Srhools also get a grant-in-aid from thl 
Go~ernment and thc teachers get their pension. 

The question that this Bill be now read a seconc 
t ~ m e  was put and resolved in the affirmative withon 
division. 

On the iuoton of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by M1 
Cox, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House wen 
111to Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH being in th 
CLair. 

The three Ckiuser of the Bill wrre wad an 
I msed. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by 21 
Cox, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the Bi 
ill Committee. 

Mr. SPCAKEB resumad the Chair and reporte 
a cacordingly. 

On motions of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. Co 
in each case, the Bill was read a third time and passec 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this Home d 
now adjourn for half an hour. 

Mr. ALLDER seconded the motion which 
agreed to, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the Hour 
:, wordingly. 

On resumption, 
Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, I ask leave to de 

with Item No. 52 on the Order Paper-to move tl 
passing of an Address to His Excellency the Govern 
relating to itinerant pedlars. T am asking lea1 
that i t  be taken as the next Order. 

There being no objection, leave was granted. 

~ s y  terms, ancl 
WHEREAS, such practices offer unlimited 

mpetition to the small tradcrs of Bridgetown, who, 
me to employ assistants, and pay Trade and Inconla 

ai 
he 
or 

One-can easily see how great this problem will 
brcomr if these pedlars are allowed to come here in 
zuch large ~ m b e r s .  1 have been told that the go 
a t o  Bridgetown and pliiohase their merohmdise 

,IDDRESS R E  ITINERANT PET)LARS 'he stores-such mercfiandise as Tweeds etc., whibh 
cost around three dollars and some centsl a yard. Th'6 

T&. ALI,DER: I beg to move the passing of the practise is that they take it to  the c o u n t ~  districts 
following Address :- and approach workers who are always eage~ t o  have 

a=, 
The I[onse of Assembly feel that unless a check 

put to the llnfair trading of these itinerant traders 
lany slllall traders might be forced to close their 
usiliess and consequently, have to lay off e l n ~ b e e s  
urther that Revenue from this wurce is sem; 
L L ~  of the colony annually. 

The House of ilssembly therefore respectfuhy 
ques t  your Excellency to sent[ don-11 legislation f o r  
he setting up of a Committee to enquire into the 
atter alld make recolurnendations to protect the 

inall trader. of Bridgetown and the poorer classes 
rom unfair ti-,i~ling of this nature . 

,\IT Spc:il<('~, o t h c b ~  hono~~rahlr  mcmbcrs or' rhis 
louse I clale say have noticed this growin: tendency 
spq+ialiJ- ill rcccnt times ?'here nerc. mail\ )-M\\ ~ 1 0  

fcij traclc~~s f l ~ m  intliu, and more ri.lwltly J T  11s f r ' ~ m  
,the,. p.irt~ of Europe ~ h o  have come to this island 
2.. tratier.5, and as such have adopted the ~ rac t i ce  of 
,,lying merchandis? from stores m Bridgetown and 
aking them to the country are-S where they dispose 
4' them on a credit basis to workers. The evil did 
tot sho~r  itself to the extent that i t  has recently. 
ri'hat has been drawn to the attention of the public 
:: that tile numbers have been increLsing weekly. I 
ean the numbers of these people who seem to feel 

ha,t it is a luc~ative practice to take part in this 
iind of illicit trade. 

I have been aoproached by several of these sarna 
traders, as well as to other persons who have credited 
tLings from them. These traders have reached a 
.tage of exploitation, and as a result the cost of living 
has been carried up by a higher degree than it has 
hcen in thc past. This exploitation to which I have 
referred has caused the cost of living to rearl~ swh  a 
proportion that unless some step is taken to stop it 
the economic problem.: which Ire alrea,dy have will 
vertainlj- deveiop further. 

I would like to draw the attention of this House 
to o-hat has been happenino; recent137 following the 
influx of thestl traders to this colony. 1. have been 
toitl here that some time ago the Grenada, Legislatnrs 
took steps to cizrtail their activities, and some of them 
h v e  had to leave that colony. They have now f o m d  
thr i r  way here 

I n ant to sa~7 a t  this point that there is a necessity 
for pea ter  control in the Immigration Regulations. 
T had h o p d  that since it was taken from the hands 
of th* flarbour and Shipping Master and given to the  
Folize Department that a greater control would have 
h e n  exercised. But instead of that  I have been 
!lotif%d that even during last we& abed 19 new 
l~('dlam hLve entered the colony for the carrying on 
@f the trade which this address1 makes inention of 
Besides that, I was t d d  that 60 entered a couple of 
months ago. 
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A such privileges. They tell the workera that  they are 
passengers passing through the colony and that t h ~ y  

SE 
have brought this merchandise with them, and that 
they are in straitened circumstances and that they have 
to dispose of tneir merchandise as cheaply as possible. 

Others pretend to be stranded sailors who have 
got hold of some contraband stuff that they have to 
dispc-se of as quickly as possible before they are 

iLi caught. We all know the type of buyer who likes to 
feel that a seller is in straitened circumstances and 
that therefore he (the buyer) can get an  article :at the 
cheapest possible rate. But  i t  does not always turn out 

I as intended, and on many occasions the buyers find 
F that after paying $30.00 for a suit length of three and 

a quarter yards, when he comes to town he finds that 
the cloth is much cheaper than he has been asked 
to pay for  i t  when he took i t  from the pedlar. 

That is a very bad practice, because although 
they agree to collect the amount in weekly instal- 
ments, mapy of the workers find it difficult to  remove 
the debt after several months. They 6nd it dil3cult 

+ to pay the debt, and as such they continue to be i n  
debt, and that is less than they can save out of their 
earnings for the purpose of providing the necessary 
amenities for their families. I t  has even grown worse 
by the 'faet that even cash money is loaned to them. 

1* I 6ave been told that these pedlars are willing 
to lend them say, $10.00, and then the person whc 
makes the loan has to sign a paper to repay $15.00. 
Sometimes the condition of the worker is such thal 
he is often willing to sign for th:s $15.00 which tht 
trader is ioaniner to him. I feel sir. that this is 8 

which, every colony, Trinidad, Jamaica, British 
Guiana, and the last of which I have h e m d 4 r e n a d a  
--is doing all possible to control them. 

I do not know, but we seem to have some method 
of perpetuating an  internationid s ~ s t e m  of politics, 
by which nationals of every country that has sho rn  
friendliness to the British Empire are allowed tb 
come here without prohibition. I feel that  we in 
Barbados, as small as we are, cannot close our eyes 
to the problems that the unlimited influx these 
people are creating. Not only should we demand 
that they contribuie something to the revenue of thc 
t olony b y  way of taxation, but  we should also try t o  
control thew illicit practices. 

I am told, sir, that they are hard to get by the 
lncome Tax people. There might be several of them 
living in one house and not having a stable place of 
business in  the sense that you can walk into this or 
that street and find it. I am told that some of them 
do dot even pay trade tax. My suggestion is that  if 
5 ou do not want to stop them from coming here, ths 
least that you can do is to control the prices at whiob 
they sell. I am told, sir, that in America there is 
a system of easy purchase, but  the State sets ap a 
percentage of profit beyond which the seller is not 
allowed to go. 

Our Price Control Inspectors should be given in- 
structions to keep a closer eye on these traders, because 
although it may be difficult for  a n  inspector to catch 
up  with a moving motor car, yet they wpuld dill 
have the feeling that the inspector is always behind 
them, and that he would catch UD with them some dav. 

' l  
! l  
I 

very bad practici, and i t  has reached stage of usury. I have just read a case in the "~dvocate" where o k  
I thinlr thlat the law is very stringent upon usury. of these inspectors happened to be present when u. 
w e  cannot allow such a practice to continue because transaction was being carried on. He got hold of 
inasmuch as if we do not stop i t  ndw that we have the material, and preferred a charge against the 
a very large crop, we will 6nd  that  instead of the trader who was convicted. That is the Grst case of 
worker being able to save his earnings so that he this kind of which the public has been able t o  hear, 
can provide proper amenities for himself ant1 his a d  I feel that that inspector should be commended. 
family, he has  aid them out t o  persons who are only Ilesides that, sir, I am told that in the early days 
here for a couple of months for the purpose of reap- the Jews used to come hey? ih large numbers, and 
ing the benefits that such persons would get out of the the 11 ethod used was to get some money out of them 
mdustry of the island. 

These traders come hcre during the crop time 
and put up a t  a boarding house at  $5.00 to $6.00 a 

by way of taxation 1 am wondering whether some 
inr-t4gatioii could not be carried out whereby you 
conld know every intended pedlar who comes into the 

day. During the crop season they go around and colony and make him pay a deposit into the Treasury 
dispose of their merchandise in the country districts. ' 
One of those same people ~ v h o  go asoung trading 
thus has tord me that as soon as the crop is over 
they go over to some other colony and make their 
rcjunds anew. 

Although i t  might sound difficult for the averag. 
~ e d l a r  to get rid of a, large number of suits within a 
~veek, I am told that some weeks they can get rid 3f 
three dozen suits around the country districts: ails1 
they make as high as 300 per cent on the cost. One 
tan realise the difficulty that these people are placc.1 
in, 

1 %m told, Sir. that some of these traders come 
here with just a couple dollars1 only much as 
c ro~ ld  purchase the first quarter dozen suitS. 8ot 
after they have been here for a couple week@ they 
start to expand so rapidly. that they acquire a motor 
car--not that I am denying anyone the right to acquir? 
a motor car . I n  addition, Sir, after being here for 
some months the trader goes back to India or wherever 

hpfure he starts to ciarrJ- on his business. That would 
be making sure that you do get something out to him. 

Where the Parochial Tax is concerned, the situ- 
ation i\ just as bad. AS 1 said before, many of them 
lixc in ono house. Tn addition to that, the assessor 
d o ~ s  not assess th(3 house on it? rental ralne, but 011 

what he thinks the house is mrorth. So you can easily 
sec! that since the Occupancy Tax has been abolished, 
if the lanaord  does not care to  pass on the amount 
of thbt tax to the occupier by  way of more rent, these 
renting traders contribute nothing at  all by  way 
of parochial taxation. 

I tllink that it is necessary for t o  view the 
situation more seriously, inasmuch as some of the 
same traders have been approaching po$ticians ask- 
mg them to curb the influx of even their own nation& 
on the ground that they are offering undue competi- 
tion, not to mention Barbadians ,,,ho have got to 
t e  provideit for by legislation we pam in this 
H else. What-is more, sir. when 

his family is and brings them over here too to join 
in this trade. 

Besides overcharging, they are contributing to 
the acute housing situation which we have in this 
colony. Again, their mode of living does not compd 
them to offer employment to local people. h fact. 
sir, they do not really ofier-anything to  the industrial 
and economic development of the community. They 
only carry on a parasitic kind of living, because af 

these traders go in 
large numbers to the country districts and credit 
the workers, the small merchant in  Swan Street d e r s  
,S a r e s ~ ~ l t ,  because i t  is chiefly on these that 
the small merchant depends to do business. But it 
is the Swan Street merchant who has to employ our 
?.ounp. men and raomen, and he has to pay Income 
Tax and Trade Tax and other overhead expenses. on 
many days I have seen the employees of these small 
merrhantn leaning over the eol~rlter ~vith nothilly t o  



g*. 'XI), if you do not gontrol these itinerant vendors 
ypa will md a situation i n  which B lot of money is 
being spent by the workers but which does not find its 

the right channels to be used for 
t a em bymeat of other people of the colony. But  
eyery hiee, to six or twelve months certain sums of 
nioqey are posted overseas to be banked in  the names 
of tladse who are doiqg such illicit trade here. 

I do hope that this House will take the situation 
seriohsly and that not only will members give their 
vote t~ tbe p sing of this Address, but the Adminis- 
t&jon will r e impressed with the necessity of tak- 
ipg &$on 04 tbe matter, and that in  a short time we 
will see fewer of these traders entering the colony, 
and a fair deal being given to these unfortunate work- 
e&,'mmy of whom can only depend on-what money 
they earn durin the three or four months of the 

desires. 
"h Crop t'o provjde t e necessities which a normal family 

I am told and I have obmrved that many of these 
traders are from Lithuania, Poland, and Czechn~lora- 
kia m e  of whom, passing through the British Empire 
f r d  time to time, have become naturaiised 
citizens. Many of them are from India, Burma, etc, 
bu$ they are definitely foreigners to us Barbadians. In  
my view even if they were Wcst Indians and i t  was 
considered that they interfered with the econoluy of 
Ba+bades they should be controlled. But I am told 
that they are most foreigners, mc1 that some of them 
are even Russians. 

Not only are they coming in to trade, however, 
they have political designs on the colonies lyhich they 

bqve been listening to the fe.JT- points that I bavc 
raised ,rill respond, to then1 f ~ r  the bBnefi6 of the 
colony and its population. 

Xr. CRAWFORD : Sir, am prepared to secolzcl 
the 'motion for the passing of this Address, althongh 
in my opinion i t  emphasises too much the competition 
that is given to the small merchants 'by these hawkers. 
I am not much concerned with the fact that these 
 tiner rant traders are offering competition to the traders 
in Bridgtowp whether large or small. As a matter of 
fact, if I could be sure that the prices a t  which they 
sold their goods were cheaper or more reasonable thau 
those at  which the same goods are sold in  Br$dgetown 
I would offer them any support, and would suggest 
that no one shoula kterfere. 

But 1 do know, sir, that they are actually ex- 
ploiting the working classes of this colony, and 1 
therefore hope that this matter will be given im- 
mediate and very serious attention on the part  of the 
Government. At  the moment we are suffering from a 
veritable invasion of these hawkers. The hon'ble 
member for St. John says that they are nationals 
of all countries, although from my own observation 
i t  does appear that the majority of them are Orientals 
-at least from the Near East. They are Syrians, 
lndians and a sprinkling of other Asiatics. 

But I am not concerned with their nationality or 
with whether or not they are British subjects. What 
1 am concerned with is that some control should be 
placed on their activities in so far  as they are allowed 
indis~riininat-el~ to fleece the people to whom they 
sell ~oods .  I have been told on authority that in many 

tions and societies incorporated. So you can iilaginr 
what would happen in little Barbados if x7e continue 
to recognise them, and if they begin to increase their 
numbers as prolifically as  they do in India and else- 
where. We know already of the problems which have 
arisen in British Guiana and Trinidad to such an es -  
teat that  i t  is felt that in the next tell or t w l \  e years 
they will take over control of the political set-1x11 of 
'those colonies, and the colonies themselves might be 
c.onsiderecl as territories of India or of some other 
nation instead of the British Empire. mTith all respect 
to the desire of the British Governinent to keep thr. 
various Commonwealth Nations together, I feel that 
Barbados is too small to pay the prirc of snch inlltual 
relationships. 

Perhaps, Mr. Speaker, you will be surprised to 
know that one of them in discussing the matter with 
me not many days ago told me this: "We not only 
want to 'be free to do trade here, but we want our 
community to be recognised." He gave as his reason 
th& m w y  of ithem were taking unto themselves Bar- 
badian ,wives or girl friends, and were producing 
chilgrea. But  whca they marry, they marry accord- 
ing to the Hindu or Moslem custom and the British 
Law does not recognise such marriages. One of these 
trgders can tkerebre marry a wife here or in Trini- 
dad, and marry another in India and another where 
ever he goes withant any obligation whatsoever. 

All q o u n d  the various districts where they live, 
sir, you cap see these traders making friends with our 
girls and in some cases marrying them at  the age of 15 
or b6. They may live with them for a couple of years, 
and when the trader feels like going back to his native 
land he just takes up  his baggage and Foes. The 
c'hildxep that he might have got from his Barbadian 
wife are left with her to depend on the resources of 
the wlony. 

I hope that if I have left out any point other 
h ~ n  ' b l ~  members will bring it up. I think we should 
take the lead towards controllinp their activities. As 
T have said, sir, I hope that hon'ble members who 

rase; when the purchaser pays the iniiial instalment 
of roughly one third of the price which he is aslied 
to pay for the particular article he has already paid 
the vendor the purchase price of the article and a 
handsome profit on it, ~ ~ h i l e  the remainder u\hich he 
pays i11 small instalments is just additional profit. I n  
othrr words, if he did not p x  a single penny above 
the first payment, the rendor would have lost nothing, 
but ~ ~ o u l c l  ha\-e been n ell paid for his goods and made 
a profit. 

The truth is that the matter should reveive greater 
attention on the part of the Control Authorities. More 
ctringent measures should be taken to check up on 
the price at which these pedlars sell their goods. I t  
will then be necessary for the Control Authorities, if 
they ha\-e not already done so, to fix a spec.ial price 
which will apply to traders of this sort. 

With regard to tkie point sir, about their failure 
to contribute taxation, I have an idea that in one way 
a holution to the problem was foand in some colonies 
by making them pay a very heavy license in order to 
get permission to peddle their goods. If such a 
license is imposed, and the price at which they sell is 
properly controlled, I do not think we would need 
have much fear about their activities, because an end 
woulfd be put to ths exploitation to which they are a t  
present subjecting the unfortunate people in the coun- 
t ry  districts who patronise them. 

It may be argued that people must be gullible to 
pay these exorbitant prices when they should know 
that the same articles are availa'blg i n  the city or in 
any one of the spa11 country stoses a t  a considerable 
reduction in price. But, I submit, it is easy to fool 
the average person in this colony with regards the 
ralues of cloth, whether those persons are male or 
female. I n  addition, the promise of easy credit has 
such a great attraction for people that even some of 
ordinarily good intelligence are taken jn. 

I '.:Q think, sir, that we owe it to the working 
I classes of the c a ~ n t r y  to give them more protection 
1 kha,n they are p~esently being given in this matter. 
l 



I t  4 try@, sir, as the hoyyyable senkor iuember for 
at. donn has said, that tbs influx of these traders 
is very muoh in evidence &ring the rea@~;g; spwon 
when they know that the workling people have mcney. 
'l'hen after they have properly fleeced them, they look 
for  pastures new, taklng them illegitimate gains out- 
side the country. 

As I have already said, if they were oEering 
healthy competition to the traders in  Bridgetown, 
helpmg the workers to get goods at  a cheaper pricc 
than that at  which they could be got in  the city, 1 
would not suggest that any steps should be taken tc 
curb them. I con well imagine that the traders in 
Bridgetown, even the larger ones, are apprehensivt 
about the activities of these traders, but as I said 
I am much more concerned with the position from the 
point of view of the manner in which they fleece the 
more unfortunate sections of the population. 

I repeat, sir, that the Control Board should exer- 
cise more control over the activities of the traders, 
and so improve the sltdation; also, the Government it- 
self should fix a ~omparatively high license rate for 
permission to work as pedlars. We would thus be 
protected against this invasion by these unscrupulous 
people a t  a time when the earning capacity 01 the 
working classeb is a t  its maximum. 

I am sure that if a bigger staff of Price Control 
Inspectors is needed to deal with this that the Cov- 
ernment will not grudge the money which will have 
to be spent, bearing in mind the benefits that wiil 
accure to the people of this country. 

I am not approaching the question from thc 
point of  vie^^ of preventing local people or enter- 
prising foreigners from doing legitimate business, but 
I am strongly against any possibility of allowing peo- 
ple to come here, and because of loopholes in the law 
or because of other reasons, being able to rob the peo- 
ple of their hard earned wages. I do repeat, sir, that 
it is my sincere hope that this will be the last time 
that attention will have to'be dravn in this Chamber to 
this matter, and that spee.dy action will be taken by 
the authorities to i m p r o ~ e  the situation. 

The Clerk read the text of the Address. 
Mr. ADAMS: Sir, I am sorry that the 

honourable junior member for S. Philip is not in 
his seat. I n  spite of the offensive and evil remarks 
that he has made in his newspaper recently, every 
one must see that i t  n7o-i;ld be the height of absurdit3 
for members of the Executive to sit here and pass at 
address to themselves. It is not that we agree or do 
not agree with any particular address. I11 the old 
days we coul,d get up  and say yes we agree to an ad- 
dress, because we would be simply saying before hand 
what we would say afterwards. But  now that we are 
the judges of whether or not a certain policy should 
be adopted, a child could see that it would be the 
height of a'bsurdity for us to take part in a vote. 

A t  the same time, I must congratulate the 
honourable senibr member for St. John, for the 
eammonsense with which he has ended this address. 
He has ended i t  by asking that a committee be set 
up by the Government to inquire into the matter. If 
complaints are being made that some of these traders 
--chiefly Indians, but there may be others-are swind- 
ling people, and if complaints are being made that 
people are being charged extraordinarily usurious 
rates like five dollars on ten, the Law Courts are 
there. 

I do feel at  times that you could hear the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Philip feeling his 
way on what to say, chnd hesitating before callinc 
Barbadians utter nitwits i n  order to prove his case 
I am yet to find the average Barbadian who can hr: 

ewily fooled. The "qyer,qe ;f3+rba+vm W+ the ex- 
pression used by the honourable junior member for 
bt. Philip. yell, he h@ been is the House Tor soru: 
time, anct 1 do not kno% wnether he has found that 
tne masses m St. P n i ~ i p  are easily rooled. fiut as  1 
was saying, to say that the average Barbadian can be 
easlly fooled as to the quality of a plece of cloth 
1s a matter of opinion. 

I have been told that some of these Indians do 
these things to make up for their bad debts. Many 
an average Barbadian pays his first few instalments 
a i d  then refuses to pay the balance. l have been told 
this, and one of the jobs of the committee which tbe 
honourable senlor member for  St. John is suggest- 
ing should be appointed, can be to inquire into the 
truth of this. l cannot believe that the people of 
this country have suddenly become some of the 
greatest idiots on earth. 

The Jews came here and got a foot-hold. They 
established themselves well. But i n  spite of that they 
packed up like the Arabs and stole away, in many 
cases silently by night. If we were able to run out 
the Jews, why should we be afraid of East Indians? 
1 do not believe that Barbadians have anything of 
\,hich to be afraid. If British Guiana had the sense 
to invite 50,000 Barbadians down there, then the East 
India- would soon cease to be a menace. 

I do not believe that any Barbadian would allow 
himself to be tricked into buying cloth a t  a higher 
 rice than he could get i t  for in the city, except of 
c ~ u r s e  that he or she is attracted by the easy credit 
terms, nor do I believe that a Barbadian woman of 
any type is so foolish as not to know good cloth from 
bad. But nevertheless, these reports are worth in- 
vestigating. 

I must confess that it is a bit of a surprise to 
find the honourable senior member or St. John so 
reasonable today instead of using the sledge hammer 
accusing the Government of failing to do its duty. 
The hon'ble junior member for St. Philip gave the 
answer: i t  may be necessary to increase the number 
of Prices Inspectors. The remedy of course lies in the 
hands of the Vestries and the Controller of Prices. 
The remedy is in  the hands of the Vestries from the 
point of view of taxation. That is not a matter for 
the Central Government. 

The other remedy is that if they are breaking the 
kiw, put  more inspectors behind them. I think my- 
self, however, that clever as the Oriental is said to 
be, I have never met an Oriental as clever as an  
Englishman, nor an Englishman whom a Barbadian 
could not beat in  cleverness. I do not thiink that i t  
is beyond the average Barbadian to set a trap for the 
East Indian, borrow ten dollars for  fifteen with a 
witness looking on and then go into the Law Courts 
and not have to pay back any a t  all. But as I have 
said, I do not believe that thousands of Barbadians 
have suddenly become so stupid as to be duped into 
buying at  a high price cloth that they could get a t  a 
cheaper price. I believe the attraction is the eredit 
facilities. Still the hon'ble member is right to bring 
it to the notice of the Government, and ask that a 
ccmmittee be set up  to inquire into the matter. Had 
the Other Place not amended the Commission of In- 
w i r y  Act, such a Commission could be set u p  instead 
of a committee. 

If a Commission was set up  i t  could compel 
witnesses to give evidence. Look a t  what has hap- 
piwed where Rent Reqtriction is concerned. There 
was an outcry in the Island, and newspapers ,calling 
over and over again for Rent Restriction measures. 
We sent out investigators and asked people to give 
evidence. The report came back to the Government 
that there had Ijeev some increases in .the cheaper 
t.mes of hmses. hut the ipcreases were not so n e a t  



as to m e r ~ t  a Rent Bestriction Board. When it came 
to the small 2/- a week houses the increase was not 
so great as to justify tha expenditure that would be 
mcurred in investigating every rented house. 

The Labour Commissioner asked people right and 
left to give us evidence and he is findmg ~t one of the 
nost  ddficult tasks on earth. 

Look at  what has happened about Age Grouping. 
A lot of noise was made about that by many people 
including the teachers. But the teachers met last 
Saturday and solemnly said "what we told the Gov- 
elnnient before is true. It is not age-grouping so 
much that is causing the trouble,, but the lack of 
teachers and schoals. ' ' 

The hon'ble senior member for St. John has asked 
for a Committee to be set up and perhaps i t  xould be a 
gaod thing for that to be done. But all 1 am saying 
is that after the Committee has been appointed the 
evidence may not be forthcoming.' We set up a 
Price Committee, and the hon'ble senior member 
for Christ Church says we are swindling the whole- 
salers. 1 would like the hon'ble member to go down 
to St. Andrew and tell the people that we are swind- 
lmg wholesalers out of large profits. 

I will repeat: My opinion is that these buyers 
are attracted by the easy credit terms and the Indians 
cfc not force them. I have also had complaints from 
some of the Indians that people do not pay them and 
they have a lot of bad debts. If it is true that the 
initial payment of one third is sufficient to pay for 
the article, is not that also true of drug stores? 

However, Mr. Chairman I want again to congrat 
d a t e  the hon'ble senior member for St. John on hi$ 
reasonable request that a committee be set up to in 
vestigate the matter. 

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker,-- I think I car 
lend a certain amount of weight and support to thc 
hon'ble senior niedber for St. John, not necessarily ir 
his address but in his arguments. I am wondering i 
the Police should not be notified to investigate thi! 
situation. I have never in my life before seen thc 
type of person who is making the rounds of factorj 
yards and the country districts as they are today. 
have seen people of most of the nations of the world 
but I hate been unable, sir, to place this type o 
pedlar. 

I do not believe that they have any license 01 

right to be pedling cloth in this way. The may ir  
which I look a t  it, i t  appears that these people arc 
acquiring large amounts of tuis stuff from source 
from which the ordinary person cannot acquire it 
and that, first of all, causes the country to lose b; 
v a y  of custom dues. They then take this stuff ou 
into the country districts. 

Last Saturday, sir, I saw bales and bales of clot1 
rnd  several men around i t  in  my yard, and I actual\ 
had to dismiss them out of the yard. I do feel tha 
t t i p  time has come n-hen due notice should be take 
of it. I hope that as the hon'ble senior member fo 
St. Joseph has said, that some inquiry will be mad( 
T do not think that the goods are bona fide in  th 
majority of cases, and their sources of supply are fa  
from bona fide. 

1 haw some actual knowledge of what is going or 
and i t  is urgent that the Government should mak 
every effort to see that the people are not sold good 
the mast part of which is of bad quality and a t  hig 
prices, so far as 1 can understand. 1 hope that th 
Folice will be instructed t o  investigate the matter a 
an early o~portnnittr. 

Mr. MAPP. AT]*. Fpeaker,- T  as not her 
when the hon'ble cenior member for St. John snok 
on the motion. but I need not say that I welcome th 
suggestion that the Government should take the necet 
carp steps to 'inquire into the matters that art? outline 

1 this Address. I say that, although I cannot alto- 
ether subscribe to the entire wording of this Address 
nd I intend to move certain amendments to it. 

The matter, sir, is not as simple as the hon'ble 
3nior member for St. Joseph has intimated. I be- 
eve he was speaking lightly. I agree that the Bar- 
adian is not afraid of anyone, and that he is not 
€raid to make his way in  the world when he can 
:asonably do so. But what all of us must be aware 
E is the fact that there is a big unemployment prob- 

in this island, that people are returning from 
~untr ies  whence they emigrated in  the past and 
~mpeting for jobs here, and the situation is becom- 
~g worse, not improving. 

I will not, however, open any discussion on that, 
ut  will limit my remarks to the terms of the Address. 
jThat we have to bear in mind is the fact that i t  is 
ot a question of a woman not knowing inferior cloth 
r not knowing that she would not get it cheaper i n  
lvrall Street or Broad Street. It is a question of their 
eing actually forced to come to terms with these 
raders because (1) they bring the stuff to them, 
nd (3) they are offered terms that they might not 
*et in Swan Street or Broad Street. I feel that the 
watest factor is the fact that the goods are brought 
o their doors and they c10 not have to travel to pur- 
hase them. 

I remember that a few months ago one of the 
maller colonies, St. Kitts or Antigua had to take 
neasures to control the activities of these pedlars. 

am not in favour of the suggestion about unfair 
oaipetition to the smaller trader in Bridgetown. But  
certainly am in farour of seeing that these pedlars 

ontribute something from their pockets to the econ- 
)my of the island, and that they are prevented from 
Iewing poor people in the country. 

The hon'blr senior member for St.  Joseph men- 
ioned something about Price Control Inspectors. I 
think that the suggestion which he should take back 
o the Government is that these inspectors should 
)e given powers whereby they could take measures 
)n the spot against such an evil. I understand that 
;ome time back one of these inspectors came upon 
me of these traders selling cloth a t  an exorbitant 
]rice. He attempted to seize the cloth. There was 
10 one around and the cloth was forcibly taken from 
~ i m .  When he reported the matter to the police he 
ras  told that he would have to bring witnesses. Be- 
?ausp hr could not bring any witnesses no case was 
nzade against the pedlar. So it might be a good 
~ d e a  if the Price Inspectors were given more power 
tnan they now have. 

1 am going to move that the paragraph about 
wmpetition to small traders be deleted. I am also 
:oi11g to move that paragraph 3 be amended by add- 
ing at  the end of line 3 after the words "employees", 
the words "will tzke place7' as well as the addition 
of the following paragraph to the Address: "The 
IIouse further request Your Excellency to take steps 
to keep under strict control, the entry into this col- 
ony of those immigrants of the oriental type who 
nsnally indulge in this practice. " 

That motjon may not be seconded, but I am 
pntting forward my point of view for  what it is 
worth. T feel very strongly on this question of keep- 
ing a striclt eoiltrol on the activities of these Syrians, 
fJears and other Orientals who indulge in  these prac- 
tices. 1 do not agree with everything that Hitler did in 
Gerinany when Germany was over-populated and 
i ~ a s  crying out for room. But he took measures to 
control the practices of Jews and other people like 
those who came into the country. I think that with 
Barbados already over-populated, and the war spirit 
abroad becoming stronger and stronger every day, 
in view of the problems that those conditionq mill 
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bring about I feel that we should take some drastic 
action in  the matter of over-population. 

The holiourable senior member for St. Joha has 
approached the matter from the right point of view, 
asking that a committee be set up. This is no time 
to encourage people from abroad into this country. 

Mr. SMITH : Mr. Speaker-l cannot agree 
with this Address. Speaking subject to eor- 
rection, I do not think that this colony can stop 
people of other nationalities from doing trade here. 
I t  is largely people from the country districts that 
deal with these vendors, and that goes to show that 
they need help along the lines of easy terms. These 
people know as well as  the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. John that the itinerant vendors are charg- 
ing prices that are too high. But i t  is better to pay a 
dollar on a suit length or a dress and have i t  tc, wear 
the next Sunday to a Service of Song than to be a t  
home with 2s. and waiting for another shilling to 
make i t  up to go into town and lose a day, buy it and 
then come back home no wiser. 

I understand, sir, that these vendors go into 
town and buy goods a t  the retail price, and t h a ~  
they then hire a motor car and go to the country 
driving miles and miles offering the goods for sale. 
They also meet up with a lot of bad debts. I can 
tell you what happens with some of these people. 
One of them may come to my home with goods, and 
while he is there another person comes up  and makes 
a credit. He gives his name as Blackett, but he lives 
down Fryzers ancl not in the same village in which 
I lire. The vendor does not know Blackett, and 
when he comes back next week to collect money and 
asks me if I have seen Blackett I say no. I do not 
blame the people for tricking them, but the people 
need help along the lines of easy credit. The honour- 
able senior member for St. John should say what he 
wo&H suggest putting in  the place of this opportunity 
for easy buying that these vendors off er. - Imagine 
that you can take a pkce of cloth priced at  eight, ten, 
twelve or fifteen dollars and pay for it a t  25 cents 
a week. The people know that they are being robbed, 
but they cannot do any better. 

I do not think that this Address will serve any 
useful purpose. You are only trying to prevent 
these people from getting a suit of clotlies on easy 
terms. The vendors do not even always get the 2E 
cents a week according to arrangements. I am no1 
going to sit here and try to stop people from doing 
business. The people to whom they give out good? 
have the remedy in their own hands-do not credil 
from them. If they credit from them i t  is because 
they need help. The people do not lose anything 

Dver a period of years, because the material which 
they credited is worn out and  gone by the time 
they have finished paying for  it, if they ever com- 
plete the payments. I f  they do not pay and the 
vendor wants to have it collected he has to pay 
commission. It is not as easy as the honourable 
senior member for St. John thinks. I think that  the 
customer makes the better profit. 

Nr.  ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, many poinb have 
been made by hon'ble members. The remarks made 
by the hon'ble junior member for  St. Joseph only 
show that his politics are superficial. I take 
it that of all members he shodld know how 
the people in the country districts a re  be- 
ing exploited. But to say that the people do not 
need to credit these goods if they do not want t o  is 
somewhat disparaging. I take it, however, that most 
hon'ble mem'bers do know of the plight i n  which the 
working class people find themselves as a result of 
the unreasonable methods of these itinerant vendors. 
I think that these practices should be controlled, an3  
that is why I am asking the House to pass this Ad- 
liress. I want to say that I accept the slight amend- 
ment suggested by the honourable senior member for 
St. Thomas in Line 3 of Paragraph 3. 

Question that the Address as amended do now 
pass was put and agreed to nem. con. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I am asking the 
permission of the House a t  this stage to lay the 
answer to Questiion No. 75 standing in  the name of 
;he honourable junior member for St. Lucy, Mr. 
Brancker. I t  deals with rates of pay for male and 
Female teachers. 

ADJOURNMENT 

I would like to point out to hon'ble members, sir, 
Lhat i t  is likely that I shall proceed next Tuesday with 
a Resolution for a sum of money to meet the loan 
to any Co-operative Society that  may be formed for  
the purpose of establishing a milk depot and cream- 
:ry. I also hope to be able to proceed with and finish 
the Bill for the conservation of water, and there is 
zlso a Resolution of which I gave notice last Tuesday 
lealing with a sum of money to provide for the sitting 
of the Caribbean Commission. 

I now move that the House adjourn until 3 
o'clock p.m. next Tuesday. 

Dr. CUMMINS seconded. 
The question being put and resolv~d in the 

affirmative on the declaration of Mr. Speaker that the 
ayes have it, the Rouse was accordingly adjonrned. 




