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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tues&y, 15th May, 1951 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly 

met at 3 o'clock p.m. today. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. H u s m n s  ($peaker), 
His Honour Mr. A. E. S. LEWIS (Deputy Speaker), 
Mr. L. E. SMITH (Chairmm of Committees), Dr. H. 
G. H. CUMMINS, M.D. C.M., Messrs. J. H. WILKINSON, 
O.B.E., G. H. ADAMS, B.A., M. E. Cox, F. L. WAWOTT, 
H. A. DOWDING, R. G. MAPP, F. C. GODDARD, 0. T. 
ALLDER, F. E. MIWER, L. E.  R. GILL, and J. A. 
HAYNES. 

NINUTES. 

The Minutes of the meeting of the 17th April, 
1951, having been circulated, were taken as read 
and co&rmed. 

Messrs. BRYAN and MOTTLEY entered the House 
and took their seats. 

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE 
CO LTNCIL, 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received a Message from the 
Elanourable the Legislative Council returning the 
Bill to amend the Law relating to persons of unsound 
mind and for purposes connected therewith with 
amendments. 

DOCUMENTS 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received the following:- 

Report of the Highway Commissioners of the 
parish of St. Philip for the half year ended the 31st 
March. 1951. 

statement of Revenue and Expenditure on Ten- 
antry Roads in the parish of St. Ph'ilip for t h ~  half 
year ended 31st starch, 1951. 

Report. of the Highway Commissioners of the 
parish of St. Joseph for the half year ended the 31st 
Ilrlar~h, 1951. 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditure on Tenan- 
try Roads in the parish of St. Joseph for the half - year ended the 31st March, 1951. 

h 

MESSAGE FaOM THE GOVERNOR. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I have the honour 
to present a Message from His Excellency the Gover- 
nor as follows.- 

MESSAGE No. 15/1951. 

The House of aissembty 
to 

E& Excellemcy the Govermor 

His Excellency the Governor has the honour t6 
refer to Measage No. 30 of 1950 concerning the estab- 
lishment of a Farm Institute for the Eastern Ca~ib- 
bean in Trinidad, and to inform the Honourable 
House of Assembly that it has been learned with 
regret that the Government of British Guiana feels 
unable to participate in the Scheme. 

2. If the Scheme is to be implemented it will be 
necessary for the remaining Governments to meet the 
contributions payable by British Guiana. On the 
existing proportions, Barbados would be called upon 
to increase the contribution to capital cost from 
$14,668 to $20,520 and recurrent expenditure for a 
total of four student places from $4,188 to $6,039 per 
annum. 

3. It is possible however that if the Farm Tn- 
stitute i established in the near future the Govern- 
ment of British Guiana may reconsider its decision 
not to participate, in which event it would be re  
quired t g  contribute its share of the Capital cost. 

4. The Honourable House of Assembly is invit- 
ed to approve participation in the Scheme by the 
Barbados Government under the revised conditions 
subject to the additional contribution in respect of 
Capital cost being refunded should the Governmenb 
of British Cuiana later decide to participate. 

L. SAVAGE, 
Governor. 

Government House, 
27th April, 1951. 

PAPERS LAID 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I have the honour 
to la37 on the Table of the House the following 
Papers :- 

Quarterly return of Transactions in Rum to 31st 
v 

March, 2951. 
Report of the Department of Highways aad 

Transport for the Year 1949-50. 
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I 
Post Office Advances for payment of Money 

Orders to 32st March, 1951. 

Colonial Report-Barbados 1949. 

Report of the Select Committee on Vocational 
aucl l ecnnlc.al I raining with specid reference to the 
Part  'l'ime I'rainmg of Apprentices. 

klovernment Notices were given as follows:- 
Mr. ADAMS : Kesolution to place the sum of 

$24,544 at  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to supplemeut the Bstimates 1951-52, 
Part  l-Current, as shown in the Supplementary Estl- 
mates 1951-52, h-o. 4 which form the Schedule to the 
Resolution. 

Mr. ADANS: Resolution to place the sum of 
$42,377 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1951-52, 
Par t  11-Capital as shown in Supplementary Esti- 
nlates 1951-52, No. 5, which form the Schedule to 
the Resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS : A Bill intituled an  Act to author- 
ise the payment of an  additional gratuity and Pension 
t~ Frederick Archibald Conrad Clairmonte. 

Mr. ADAMS : A Bill intituled an  Act to amend 
the Teachers Pension Act 1925. 

Mr. ADAMS : A Bill intituled an Act to stttlc 
the rates of Income Tax for the year One thousand 
nine hundred and fiftyone, and to make provision 
for certain other matters in connection with the levy- 
ing of the said tax. 

Mr. ADAMS : Of my intention to move the IIouse 
into Committee of Supply a t  the next meeting to 
consider the money Resolutions of which I have j w t  
given notiee. 

Messrs. WARD, BRANCKER and G A R . N ~  entered the 
House and took their seats. 

Other Notices were given as follows:- 
Mr. MILLER : Of the following Address :- 

The Howe of Absernbly 
to 

His ExueElency the Cfoverw  

The House of Assembly respectfully request Your 
Excellency to take steps to send down legislation 
having for its object the purchase of the plailtation 
known as "Drax Hall" situated in  the parish of St. 
Oeorge, owned by absentee proprietors. 

2. The House further desire that the above- 
mentioned plantation be broken up into one-acre plots 
~ 5 t h  Roads, Water-supply, and Communal Baths and 
Toilets thereby providing about seven hundred (700) 
needy families with the opportunity to establish 
Homesteads giving priority to those people who are 
now renters on the same plantation. 

3. The Rouse further desire, that this land be 
released on a, long-tqrm easy-payment plan. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Of the following Address :- 

The Hozue of Alssen~bty 
to 

His Excellency l'ke Governor. 

WHER.EAS it has bcen represented to this 
House that Mr. Milton King, a Barbadian employed 
as a Seaman on the 8.8. Strategist of the Harrison 
Line, plying between the United Kingdom and the 
Union of South Africa, was--between the third and 
fourth days of March 1951-foulIy beaten to death 
by a member or members of the Police Force ~f tlx 
Union of South Africa: 

BE IT RESOLVED that His Excellency the 
C~overnor be requested to inform His Majesty's Prin- 
cipal Secretary of State for the Colonies by cable, of 
the strong sentiment of the Elected Representatives 
of the people of this ancient colony, arising from the 
untimely and lamentable aemise of so esteemed a 
West Indian, and that this H o w  requests that the 
Secretary of State shall exert his utmost endeavours 
to ensure that a thorough and intensive investigation 
be made into e v v y  circumstance surrounding the 
death of Milton King; with a view of bringing to 
justice the culprit or culprits responsible for his 
premature end;  and further of ensuring the payment 
of adequate compensation to the children of the 
deceased from the Treasury of the Union of South 
Sfrica. (C'hcers) . 

Mr. XITJLER : Of the following Address :- 

The House o f  Assembly 
To  

His Excellemcy The Governor. 

The House of Assembly respectfully request Your 
Fxcellency to take steps to send down legislation 
having for its object the purchase of a portion of 
Walker's Land, where i t  joins the highway a t  Taitt 
Hill, in the parish of St. George. 

2. The House further desire that the above- 
mentioned land be developed into a Tenantry, similar 
to that of the Bay Estate. 

3. The House deplore the plight of the tenants 
of this estate who live in the ravines and gullies, 
denied even the merest facilities offered by Public 
Vtilities, and without a track that eould be called a 
road. 

QUESTIONS. 

Mr. BRYAN: To enquire of the Appropriate 
Member of the Executive Committee present at the 
next meeting of this House:- 

1. I s  i t  a fact that a number of Police Consta- 
bles were recently fined for sheltering out of a heavy 
rain and are now compelled to remain on duty dur- 
iug such heavy rains without proper protection or 
sliitable shelter l 

2. Will Government take immediate steps to 
protect such Police Constables from punishments of 
this nature? 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME. 

On motions of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Dr. 
CUMMINS in each case, the following Bills were 
read a first time :- 

A Bill intituled an Act to authorise the payment 
of an additional gratuity and pension to Frederick 
Archibald Conrad Clairmonte. 

A Bill intituled an Act to amend the Teachers 
Pension Act, 1935. 

A Bill intituled an Act to settle the rates of ln-  
come Tax for the year One thousand nine hundred 
and fifty.one, and to make provision for certain other 
matters in connection with the levying of the said 
tax. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO MR. E. K. WALCOTT 

Mr. WILKINSON : Mr. Speaker,-Before you 
proceed to call the Orders of the Day, I am asking 
for two months' leave of absence as from to-day f o r  
the hon. senior member for St.  James who is under 
medical treatment. 

There being no objection, the leave of absence 
asked for was granted. 



ORDERS POSTPONED 

M y .  ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-l ask leave to 
postpone the consideration of the first four Orders of 
the Day. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

COMMITTEE OF  SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day 
gtands in the name of the honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph :-To move the House into Comn~ittee 
of Suppiy to consider the grant of sums of money 
for the service of the Government. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Pour Honour 
do now leave the Chair, and the House go into Com- 
mittee of Supply. 

Dr. CU~UIV~INS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House 
went into Committee of Supply. Mr. SMITH being 
in the Chair. 
RELIEF OF SUFFERERS FROM STORM AND FLOOD DAMAUI 

Mr. ADAMS : This Resolution, as honourable 
members will see, is a Resolution to place the sum of 
$9,716 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1951-52 
Par t  I-Current, as  shown in Supplementary Esti- 
mates 1951-52, No. 2, which form the Schedule to 
the Resolution. 

This Resolution, it is true, comes to the House 
after a long period of delay. The Government 
is always prepared to acknowledge its faults in 
case any can ever be discovered; but where the 
fault lies in this case is in an  endeavour to examine 
carefully the claims which have been sent in. In a 
case of this sort in which however humane every- 
one of us must feel, especially where there has been 
a substantial loss of life and where there have been 
such a great deal of attacks on people and p r o p  
ganda being used, i t  became extremely necessary 
for the Government to examine carefully many of 
these claims. I t  has to be remembered tha,t this grali 
is an  act of grace. I know that the honourable mem- 
bers for St. Andrew will agree with me that iir 
that parish the Government made a thorongl 
examination to adjust many of the claims. I myself 
have accompanied the late honourable junior mem- 
ber for St.  Andrew, Mr. Darry Foster, and have 
seen more of the actual damage in that  parish than 
in any other parish except the parish of St. John. I 
have accompanied Mr. Greenidge and Mr. B. L. Bar- 
row along with the Colonial Secretary and the Finan- 
cial Secretary in St. John. I hope that honourable 
rcembers will feel that now is the time to stop making 
recriminations and vote this1 money. I do not suggea 
that honourable members should not ask questions o 
even criticise. but recriminations can be a boomerang. 
In  spite of the great number of attacks which have 
been made on the St. Michael's Vestry, I intend to 
say nothing except that the sum of $69,000 which 
had been asked for by the Vestry was cut down by 
the Vestry themselves to $7,000. I am not worrying 
about the personnel of those who investigated the 
claims a t  one time and those who investigated them 
a t  another time; I have no intention of criticising 
anybody. I may know why the amount was so high 
at first and why i t  is so low to-day. I quoted the 
figures to show that  the Government when faced with 
claims from the various parishes and began to in- 
vestigate them, discovered that i t  was not wrong in 
investigating them, because the same Body which 
claimed $69,000 now claims $6,707.52. The Vestry 
of St. Michael claimed on behalf of 550 parishioners 
many of whom we discovered were not in the flood 
area At an inrestigation held by the Executive Com- 

luittee in October, 1949, it was decided that  the 
Vestry had used a wrong principle, and, as  a result, 
the vestry appointed another Committee who then 
re~ommended grants to 224 people amounting to 
$6,707.52. We have agreed to those figures; that  
1s the first big item. Then we had estimates from 
nme other parishes for the repair of houses; there 
were ten special houses in St. Michael in respect of 
which a sum of money was voted and there were 
one or two extra claims. There were special claims 
to which we thought special attention should be 
glvrn. Investigation has been made time and again 
and no amount of consideration could possibly allow 
every body 100% in respect of his claim, but the 
Government has endeavoured to be quite fair in 
making these grants. The Government still hopea 
that members of the public might help those whom 
it was inlpossible to help fully. For instance, if a 
house and shox are washed away and you got hack 
sdme fragments, me assess the damage a t  $400; i t  is 
impossible to put the owner of that property back 
in the positign m which he was before. The Govern- 
ment can oqly give a substantial amount where the 
damage a m q n t e d  to $1,000 and over and a lesser 
amount w h e ~ e  the damage amounted to less than 
that sum. I n  any event, we have carefully examined 
the claims which have been sent in, but the claims oi 
550 people Kere on a basis which could not be enter- 
tained. People sent in claims, for instance, in  respect of 
two fox terriers, piano, gold watches, and so on, belong- 
ing which were washed away. That is unfortunate, but 
you could not possibly give back people the value 
X€ those things; however, we had to stick to the 
figures where i t  was a question of the loss of houses. 
In the case of a house having been washed away, 
we had to give back a new house and $120 in furni- 
ture as a sort of stopgap. I have all the lists here in 
respect of claims and if honourable members ask for 
any information, I shall be glad to give it. Things 
have not been done in any haphazard way; we prefer 
to spend a month in checking up than come down in 
a hurry with any amount. 

I must pay a tribute to the parish of St. Philip ; 
the authorities from that parish sent in what appears 
to be the most reasonable claim of all the parishes. 
They do not seem to have overstated the position. (Mr. 
JIOTTLEY: What else could the7 do if they did 
not have any damage particularly?) If there was 
uot a lot of propaganda going around people could 
not have sent in some of these claims. Honourable 
members will see from the addendum to the Resolu- 
tion how this amount of money has been made up. I 
beg to move that  this Resolution do now pass. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to  second that. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman,-It is now 

many months since this matter was pending. There 
is an old adage that he who gives quickly gives twice. 
I am going to be as reasonable as I possibly can in 
any criticism which I may make, but I am bound 
to criticize the Government for a lot of things in 
connection with this matter. I will start off with 
exactly what the honourabl? senior member for St. 
Joseph has said; I would not be doing my duty as a 
vestryman if I sat here and allowed the honourable 
member's remarks t o  go unchallenged-remarks to 
the effect that  the Vestry of St. Michael amended 
their claims from $69,1000 to $6,000, and left the mat- 
ter just there. That  is not quite fair. 

Mr ADAMS: I must interrupt the hon. mem- 
ber. I was a t  pains to say that  i t  was pointed out to 
the Vestry that the basis on which they made their 
estimates was too wide. I read out that  phrase. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: If the honoyrable member 
read out thqt phrase and I did not hear it, I apolo- 
gize; but merely to say that  the Vestry actually 
amended their claims from $69,000 to a little under 
$7.f!00 is not quite correct. When I saw the f i - ~ r e s  



which were sent in from the Vestry to the Govern- 
ment I felt that they were high; I was not satisfied 
that all was well with those figures. I remember 
speaking to a member of the Government a t  the time 
and that  assisted in causing the Vestry to amend the 
figures. It was represented to the Vestry that there 
was no point in asking the Government for a n  as- 
sistance in replacing furniture or any such loss which 
occurred in  the flood area. I told the Government 
that a statement like that  coming from the Socia! 
Welfare Officer would do harm; no Government 
could see such conditions and say that they could 
not give any assistance in replacing furniture, cloth- 
ing and the like. The honourable senior member for 
St. Joseph has said that  the figures received by the 
Government from the Vestry of St. Michael were 
in respect of 550 persons, and I hope i t  will be re- 
corded that  the Government iold the Vestry that  the 
scope was too wide. In  other words, the Government 
said that only people who were in the immediate 
flood area, people who suffered to such an extent 
that they could not assist in replacing their belong- 
ings could be helped, and, as a result of that, the 
Vestry reduced the number of people to 224. Praise 
seems to have been showered on the parish of S t  
Philip; 'but honourable members must realise that the 
damage and the suffering as a result of the flood 
happened to be within the City area and in the par. 
ish of St. Michael along Constitution Road, Queen's 
Park and River m a d .  Seven-eights of the p p l c  
who suEered and lost their lives came from thost 
areas. m e n  praise is showered on other parishes a m  
not on St. Michael, I smile; I know that a numbel 
of persons in River Road and Nelson Street had 
their belongings absolutely washed away; not long 
ago a man who has seven children came and told m( 
that he had to borrow clothing on the day after thc 
flood. I hope that people who have suffered will be 
given the necessary relief. T t  is true that the Gov 
ernment was quite in order to make a thorough in 
vestigation as regards the claims which were made 
but I say that the investigation in respect of peoph 
who have suffered a t  the hands of Providence hat 
taken too long. Nobody wants to deal with fictitiou: 
figures; if a storm takes place in this colony and yol 
have to wait for two years to get assistance in re 
spect of any damage you have suffered, then I say 
God help you. Even the subscription which wa 
given privately had to be sent to the Cdonia 
Secretary's Office to be dealt with, and at  one time i 
was said that there was nobody in that Office to dea 
with the matter. 

The honourable senior member for St. Joser, 
said that claims were sent in with regard to peopl 
many of whom were not in the flood area; however 
he knows that the flood area was the area from Glen 
dairy Prison down to the Wharf. After the S1 
Michael's Vestry sent the claims to the Governmen 
setting out that there were 550 people who had suffere 
loss, the Government picked out people who were not i 
the flood area and assisted them and that was stark di; 
honesty. They picked out pe_ople who lived a t  t h  
top of Codrington Hill, and when a flood could ge 
near there, God help us. People in St. Stephen's dir 
trict and Codrington Hill were picked out for obv 
ous reasons and given assistance. 

Mr. ADAMS: On a point of order. Everybogl 
knows that I live a t  Codrington Hill and this is th 
6rst time I h'ave heard that  anybody from Codringto 
Hill got any assistance. I n  any case, the matt€ 
would be dealt with by the Secretariat and not ,b 
sny member of the Government. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I f  I felt that the honourab' 
member had something Q do with this matter, 
would say so. I can say that the honourable membc 
had rothing to do with the matter. Let me tell yo 
Mr. Chairman, when the honourable member saj 

hat the names of 550 people were sent in  by the St. 
5icBael's Vestry as those who had suffered, and that 
iany of these people were not i n  the flood are& at 
11, I say that these 550 people were in the flood area 
rom Glendairy Prison down to the Wharf ; but 10 per- 
m s  were picked out from Codrington and Qt 
,tephen's Hill-places where people were far  removed 
rom the flood area-and given assistance. A letter was 
ent to the Government drawing to their attention that 
here were persons, in the opinion of the investigating 
lommittee, were dehi te ly  in the flood area and frorfi 
vhom the flood had taken away everything and car- 
ied it into the sea. Why should people be selected 
nd assisted flwm an area where, you will agree, .if 
hey had been affected by the flood as we know the 
sod, everybody would have gone? No honest man in 
his House could agree that any action like t<hat ie  
bove-board. I am going one further;  as a member 
d the Housing Board, I say that houses were removcd 
rom the flood area to the Bay Estate and occasionally 

L house was picked out from outside the flood area 
snd removed to the Bay Estate. If you are dealiqg 
rith a principle, you are dealing with a principle; lf 
mybody on this side of the House had anything to 
10 with this matter you would have heard from that 
iide of the Home about partiality being shown. 
Khenever people came to me about this matter I told 
hem that they must take their direction from the 
rovernment. 

The honourable member referred to propaganda 
n connection with this matter. I kept silent because 
L felt that if a man is living in a house and purely 
xcause some water entered the house, he put in a 
ictitiow claim, that could not be right. But  I knew 
;hat there were some genuine cases where people 
xffered in the flood area. On the morning after the 
Bood I visited the various areas and saw that many 
people had lost all their earthly belongings. It is true 
that some of these people were given refuge at the 
Pine Estate, but there are still people who have not 
yet caught. themselves. There were a number of 
middle class people into whose houses the water h$ 
mtered, and i t  tvas fair to give these people assisltanes 
just as the other people were given assistance. Today, 
~ f t e r  nearly two years, the Government is asking 71s 
to vote this money. The addendum to this Resolu- 
tion says: 

Under the provisions of Resolutions 44 and .:p4 
>f 1949, a total of $29,049 was voted for  the purpose of 
relieving distress caused by storm and flood damage 
during 1948 and 1949. Of this amount $22,934 11-as 
been disbursed, leaving an unexpended balance of 
$6,115 which has lapsed. I n  addition there is an  
amount of $5,150.20 in hand from voluntary sub- 
scriptions. 

Further claims totalling $14,865.60 and based on 
returns from Vestries have now been approved and 
the amount of $9,716 is now required tcgether wlth 
the amount of voluntary subscriptions to pay these 
claims. ' ' 

When it is asked why something was not done 
with the subscriptions, the reply was that there W 
nobody in the Colonial Secretary's Office to deal with 
them. I am voting for this Resolution today and. I 
feel that this money will be of some assistance to peo- 
ple. The honourable senior member for St. Josepb 
has said that the names of many people who were qot 
in  the flood area were sent in by the Vestry and 
yet there were people outside the flood area who were 
selected and given assistance. I have heard support- 
ers of this Government accuse members of tb; GOV- 
el-nment of this; that if you vote for people other 
t,han those of the Labour Party, there is some question 
about not giving you any assistance. I n  connection 
with giving relief to these flood victims, if YOU $X- 
amine closely what has happened, you will see that 



there is a feeling that because a lot of these 
tvould not continue to follow the Labour 
blindly, they are refused assistance. We have :to 
vote this money, but we do not vote i t  without m e  
prctest because we feel that this assistance has been 
too long in coming forth. 

There is one further point which I want to make. 
The actual figures on which the Government has now 
\:orked, have been i n  the hands of the Government 
months ago and help is only now forthcoming for  peo 
ple who have sufTered. We pin faith in  the Almighty 
that we will be protected from such disasters in 
iuture. Some people pray for such things to take 
place because they have nothing to do but drive 
clround and try to organize all sorts of things; but  
God will help us in times of distress as  he does a t  ali 
times. It is not a good thing for the Government'to 
take so long to give assistance to people who have 
suffered, especially when money has been subscriheed 
towards that &stance. 

Mr. CRAWFORD came into the Committee alld 
took his seat while Mr. MOTTLEY was speaking. 

Mr. ADAMSI: 1 have no intention of bandying 
words with the honourable senior member for tnr  
City. Fram the addendum to this Resolution it will 
be seen that sums of money were voted in respect of 
flood damage before this Resolution came before the 
House; we have voted money in this regard twicr 
before. The honourable member spoke as if Cnnc 
membera of the Government selected the housw; but 
every single list of damaged houses came from the 
Churchwardens of the various parishes and the 
checking u p  was done by the Colonial Engineer. In  
St. Michael, the Housing Board along with Mr. Kid- 
ney and Mr. Merritt did something, but every list oE 
these houses came from the Churchwardens of thr 
various parishes. Provision was made for shelter in 
the first place; the Government did nothing except 
to check u p  on the Churchwardens. The Governme,flt 
got the lists fram the Churchwardens and sent yound 
Mr. Went to check u p  on the estimates for repairs 
That is why the Government sent hack to the Sti 
Miehael's V&ry and told them that they had worked 
on a wrong b&s. The honourable senior member for 
the City is so accustomed to making vilely offensip 
remarks against peopleremarks  which have nc 
ioundation in  f a c t t h a t  I ignore them, and he taker: 
my silence for acceptance. Sometimes I have >o re. 
mind him that I am not dumb. I n  some cases we 
eaid "all right" to estimates sent in by the Church. 
wardens, in other cases we cut off something and i m  
some other cases the Colonial Engineer added some 
thing. I repeat that the Government only checked UI: 
m the estimates; when we saw the list of 550 persons 
from St. Michael we said that the Vestry had gonf 
on a wrong basis, that the basis on which they had 
worked was not what we meant, and they revised theh 
estimates. AB regards the reference to the Labom 
Party, we have no Churchwarden in the Labom 
Party. I: only rose to say that no selection of -hoqet 
m a s  made by the Government, that the Governmen! 
only checked u p  on the estimates and, the case.oi 
St. Michael, we said "You have done it on a wroni 
basis." 

Mr. MOTTLEP: Despite the fact that the hon 
ourable member says that I make vilely offensive 
remarks, I say that they are not made of him. If 1 
make atatements on the floor of this House, I do nor 
go out of the way too often ; and whenever the honour 
able member attacks i t  is a matter of indifference tc 
m?. If I feel that I am right, I will say so whethe] 
it offends any Party or not. I do not know if tht 
honourable melaber will say that it is correct or 2 

downright lie to say that 10 persons were selected an( 
rtssisted. I remember that Miss Ame, in a sweepily 
statement to the Vestry said: "You need not ad 
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mople in the Government wouk not have done that; 
knew that Miss Arne was talking ignorance. I went 

o a member of the Government and mked him why 
hey were allowing people to dictate their polky. 
3ere in the flood area you have people who have 
,uffered; nothing was said about any principle, ypu 
nbmit over 500 names, and 10 people are selected and 
riven assistance! If they had selected 10 persons 
vho lost everything they had, I would have said that 
hose persons did not appeax on the list which the 
.--try of St. Michael had seat in. These people did 
lot live in  the flood area and we were dealing with 
~eople whose beds and so on were washed into the 
lareenage. I am big enough to apologize for  any- 
hing I say if i t  is wrong; if my remarks appear to 
~ t :  offensive to the honourable senior member for St. 
Juseph because I make a statement of fact about the 
hvernment, whose fault is tha t?  When a letter 

b ~ ~ ( 3 ~  to the Vestry stating : "I am directed to state 
o and so" who must I blame 8 Officials of t h i  colony 
ihould not be allowed to write letters dictating Gov- 
:rnment policy. If I am wrong, the files are in  the 
Colonial Secretary's M6ce ; if the honourable member 
would be so kind as to  read the letter and show where 
I am wrong, I will make all the apology he wants. 
Does the honourable member want me to say; " G D ~  
Slem the Government'' and things of that sort When 
people are right, I will say that  they are right. I 
gay: let us  face facts. 1 know that  people have really 
mffered and when you keep them back for  two. years 
before you assist them, I say that that is tso long, 
when, on the other hand, a few people axe selected 
and dealt with. The honourable member does qot 
b o w  a lot of things, but he will soon know them. 

Mr. ALLDER : This is apparently the last phase 
in the chequered history of this flood damage. l 
~ c u l d  like the honourable senior member for St.  
Joseph to help me to understand what the real posi 
tion as  regards St. John is. The last report which 

have had from the local authorities was that  thgy 
had committed themselves to certain expenditure, they 
were not in a position to pay the lumber yards, and 
therefore the bills are there against them for  all these 
months. I would like to know if the money which is 
to be (granted to the parish of Stt. John nndev this 
Resolution will be used in  paying off the debt to 
which the local authorities have committed them- 
selves, and what part of it, if any, will go t o  relieve 
the suffering of those persons who were told that t&y 
must wait until more money is given. There was. a 
kind of shortsighted policy adopted in  appointing 
members to the various Committees; I have found that 
where a house was partially damaged i t  was readily 
repaired; but there were also a few houses which 
were totally destroyed. I can testify to that because 
1 have visited some of these houses; one of them was 
lying on the ground and when I paid another visit 
1 saw no par t  of it on the spot and it had not been 
erected on any other spot. That mean that  people are 
suffering and their suffering can only be measured in 
terms of the several months during which they have 
not had any assistance so as to be able to inhabit their 
houses and enjoy privacy. I would like to know if 
any special provision has been made for  persons ljke 
Flla Small whose neighbours could not continue to 
offer her shelter. No calamity such as that wh:& 
befell us in 1949 has taken place and the Government 
could not be expected to compensate householders 
where they incur the loss of articles as a result of 
heavy weather; but i t  is the Government's obl igat ip 
to give assistance when a calamity takes place a ~ d  
there is suffering among the poor people. The &owes 
of the poor people might be destroyed, their house- 
hold effects might be lost and since they have no 

for any assistance in respect of furniture; 
ernment will not be eivina am." I knew 
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means, they suffer as a result of not being able to 
give themselves back the shelters which they forme;ly 
had. I feel that such people should be helped as soon 
as possible. Where people have lost articles such as 
pianos, refrigerators, jewellery and the like-articles 
whirh can be considered as luxuries-I do not think 
that they should be given back those things; but where 
houses were washed away and the occupants are poor, 
I fee! that theq- should be given back thei? household 
articles. Some people were relieved by the Insurance 
Companies, but real suffering is still being expe~ i  
eilced and people have not been given the assi-tan. 
which a far-sighted policy would have brought abont 
The Kesolution is now before us, but you cannot get 
away from the fact that i t  has been delayed for  $0 

long. The greater the suffering is, the more immedi- 
ate the relief should be. I do not know how the money 
is allocated to the respective parishes, but 1 do know 
that of the parishes St. John has been 'the hardest 
hit after St.  Michael, and the Government should be 
as generous as posstble in giving a4stanc.e to those 
people. When jTou hear about people asking for con1 
yensation for the loss of fox terriers, pianos and 
things like that, li consider that a waste of time. ?'hp 
loss of those things is unfortunate, but we should re 
store goods to people who have not got the me.ans,of 
replacing any part of those goods. 1 hope that i t  
will be explained to me what the position is as regards 
the allocation of these funds in so far as the parish 
~f St. John is concerned. 

Mr. DOWDING: I have listened to they hop- 
ourable members who have spoken on this Resolutipn 
so far  and I intend to add my quota to this debate. 
In the first place, this year is the year 1951, and an 
Address which I had passed in this I-Iouse in 1948 in 
connection with damage to houses, has not yet besn 
implemented in full up to today. All I can sayxis 
this: I wonder if this were not election,~year if p e  
~rould  haw had this Re<olution before ustoday. Just  
think of it. On the morning after the flood in 1949, 
1 went around the parish of St. George along with 
the Churchwarden and the Rector; we took two days 
in estimating what damage had been done and pz 
made recommendations to the Government, but th+ 
Ciovernment with its large Secretariat took from 1949 
until 1951 to get through with these estimates. 1 thipk 
that the people who had their houses damaged two 
)ears ago are lucrkj- that thid year is election \-ear. 
I am under the impression that apart from the length 
of time which it took the Go~ernment to cogitate as 
t;) whether they would grant this money or not, t.he 
fact that this year is election year is the motive behind 
this Resolution having been sent down. Nobody can 
fool me that the people in the Secretariat copld.not 
have dealt with a few figures in  a shorter t i q e  than 
what has elapsed. I am not suggesting that the many 
people who undertook the arduous duty of estimatipg 
the flood damage could have completed it within, a 
short space of time; but in  the case of St. Geoxge 
Ke  had a planter, a shopkeeper and a reverend gentle- 
man to help us in our deliberations. We repo_rted.in 
f d l  in respect of the various houses; we made qur 
comments, we gave our reasons and we did our best, 
but they have not yet discovered what the figures are 
in rtspect of St. George. I t  might be that the facts 
hare not been gone into by any member of thc Oov- 
ersment and I ~ ~ o n d e r  who guided them in their 
drliberations. When me reveil ed the first available 
amount of money tn assist the poor people, those 
whose houses were completely destroyed were not 
taken into consideration, and if you look up the list 
you will see what some kind gentleman has done; he 
picked out houses which needed little or nothing being 
done to them, but those which were destroyed or great- 
ly damaged are still there. I n  my opinion, that was 
a very unbusinesslike and unfortunate way for the 

Government to have acted in this niatter.. J n  11?y 
 pinion, I repeat, if the Government did not haw to 
face an eleetiou this year, nothing would have been 
Ciune. 

Mr. WAkiu: a s  t a r  as 1 can see, a s toru hau 
to t a t :  place before people whose houses were dauL- 
aged by a prevl~us  storm could be given assist an^^, 
1 hope that we will not experience another storm. 
TLThat l am amazed about is this: l do not know w7ho 
is to be blamed, but after the Committee made an  
investigation and reported on the damage which they 
saw soon after the storm, another Committee was 
sent out to investigate and that Committee must have 
a different picture to what was seen in the first in- 
stance. 1 itin sure that there are one or two houses, 
which, from what I have been told, the Government 
has not taken any notice of a t  all, because it was 
claimed that those houses were not in  the best state 
of repair when the storm occurred and therefore 
those houses should not be repaired at  all. I n  the 
parish of St. Lucy I know that a house 10x8 was de- 
stroyed and the owner was given $70. Do you tell 
me that $70 could replace that house? One feels 
that the Government never intended giving any as- 
sistance a t  all to the owner of that house. I have 
told many people that the Government did not in- 
cc~ncl giving them any assistance. As the honourable 
junior member for St. George has said, the people 
who had their houses the least damaged got a little 
assistance, but those whose houses were greatly dam- 
aged got nothing. Some people who put themselves 
in debt to repair their houses in the hope that they 
would be given assistanoe, were given a pittance. 
That state of affairs should not exist when there is in 
power a Government which says that i t  is fighting 
for the people. It is appalling that people who have 
suffered from the storm should be offered $20. What 
are they going to do with that? I s  that amount to 
supply them with bread for two or three days? I 
may not agree with all that the honourable senior 
member for the City has said. but it seems t n  111~ that 
as soon as you do not belong to a particular Party 
yon rio not get what you should get. (Cheers). My 
opinion is that all the people of this island are re- 
presented by this Government, and the Government 
should be fair and impartial to everybody. I was a 
llleinber of the Committee who went around to see 
what estimate could be given of the damage which 
had taken place, and I say that i t  is a waste of time 
foi- any Committee to go around and make investi- 
gations and then they are given up 100%. That is R 
ridiculous state of affairs. Personally, I would tell 
the people to keep the money that is given them and 
do something else with it. I do not believe that the 
G o ~ ~ r n m e n t  really intended to give people any as- 
sistance; if they intended to assist them they would 
not have waited for  two years to do that. I told my 
constituents that they must t ry  and repair their 
houses. 

Mr. ADAMS: It appears that the visit of a dis- 
tinguished West Indian to this colony has started 
something new in the Electors7 Association, some- 
thing by which you cast aspersions against the Cov- 
crnment and say things which, on sober reflection, 
you cannot support. Honourable members' memories 
are very short; we asked the local authorities to make 
lists in connection with the flood damage and send 
them in to us. We came down with first things first; 
some of the damage in  the rural areas was not as 
great as that in St. Michael. Where a house was 
destroyed we had to see what arrangements could be 
made to provide shelter for the occupants, and I 
~rould repeat that we have voted money twice already 
in respect of the flood damage. The parish of St. 
Michael has been keeping us back mainly; if we had 
come here for assistance in respect of St. Michael first, 



me could easily have been nlet with that type of re- 
.tort which is unusual of the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Lucy, and I would advise him to stick t a  
his natural form. The honourable member makes a 
statement which, even from a selfish point of view, i~ 
silly; he is either speaking the truth or he is not 
speaking the truth. If what he says is intended tc 
have a political effect i t  can be a boomerang, because 
i t  means that one will not associate with the Electors' 
Association because he did not get any help. The 
parish of St. George has $1,542, St. Andrew $1,036, 
St. Lucy $763 and the lady whom the honourable 
senior member for St. John has mentioned gets $295. 
The parishes of St. John and St. Andrew have had 
much help perhaps because of the importunity of 
their representatives. 1 went through those par- 
ishes; I did not go through the parish of St. Joseph 
because there was my colleague who is more enthusi- 
astic about the necessities of his parish than any of us 
in this Assembly. We went through the estimates 
and where there were hard cases we had to pick their 
out and deal with them separately. I assure honour- 
able members that i t  is not a question of dealing with 
this matter because this year is election year. Do 
hon. members think that we would wait until election 
year to deal with a matter of this sort ? If i t  was a 
question of waiting until election year to deal with 
this matter, one would imagine that in January we 
would have come here without careful investigation 
and showed how quickly we had brought down this 
Resolution. 

Mr. WARD : I did not say anything about this 
matter being dealt with in election year; but there 
are still alive people who can bear witness to what 
I have said. Anybody can go down to St. Lucy and 
see if what I have said is a lie or not. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Chairman, - If 
the interruption from the strangers' gallery reaches 
a stage where Parliament cannot be conducted in 
the way in which it should be conducted, then let U* 
have our Parliamnnt anywhere. I am not afraid of 
the electorate and people axe not going to browbea,t me 
when I am doing my business. 

Mr. ALLDER. : I do not think that the dis- 
turbance from the strangers' gallery is sufficiently 
great, Mr. Chairman, as to have your attention called 
to it. However, I want to draw the attention of the Gor 
ernment to what is an error. I want to know if tht) 
ment to what is an error. I want to know if the 
Government intend to replace Ella Small's house 
entirely or if they mean that she must pay a part  of 
the cost. In my opinion the granting of this $295 
is going to put her in  greater trouble than what she 
is in a t  present. If there is a case in which restitu- 
tion should be made in its entirety, i t  is that of thie 
ryoman; I am sure that if hon. members saw thie 
woman they mould want to give her more thail the 
house which was destroyed. This old woman has 
spent all her days in the canefields and she is unable 
to get a morsel of food; she has to depend upon her 
neighbours and some of her children who occasionally 
help her. She was unable to repair her house other- 
wise i t  might not have been so badly affected by the 
weather. I t  is a waste of time to give her this money 
unless you are asking her to spend i t  in  buying food; 
she is unable to pay the difference 'between the cost 
of the house when it is finished and what the Gov- 
ernment is giving her. I was particular in  drawing 
to the Government's attention when we first dis- 
cussed this matter, that this woman should be given 
a special concession because she is old and decrepit; 
she has contributed her quota to  the colony in so far 
as work is concerned. She told me that she has spent 
all her days in  the field and has never been to school: 
now she has come to the evening of her days, she is 
being driven from house to house and is a t  the mercy 

of those who are kind enough to  help her. This par- 
ticular case is a bad one and I would be very glad 
~i ~t were re-considered by the Administration; I am 
sure that if members of the Government had gone 
and seen that woman, they would be more generoua 
than they have been. I do not want to carry the 
argument too far,  but  l certainly cannot digest what 
has been suggested to me as the amount which this 
woman will get. If houses which were in the flood 
area but which were not damaged could be removed 
elsewhere, certainly this particular case should be 
dealt with more generously than it has been dealt 
with. Where you have a case in  which a pbrson is 
dependent upon the charitable disposition of neigh- 
bours and friends, that  is really a case of dire neces- 
sity, a case in which the Government should show 
greater sympathy. While there have been a few lives 
lost in St. Michael, the dead cease to  suffer ; what we 
should try to do is to save those who are living and 
this woman definitely deserves to be saved. Honourable 
members do not seem to be taking this case as  seri- 
ously as they should take it, and it may be that the 
case is not sufficiently known to them; I suggest that 
this particular ease should be left out until the Gov- 
ernment has had the opportunity of investigating it 
more thoroughly. I am sure that the local authorities 
would not object to rebuilding the house for this 
woman. I have been told that the Colonial Secretary 
recommended to the local authorities that they rent 
somewhere for this woman and her family until the 
house was built. As a matter of fact, the local 
authorities said that they could not find a house to 
rent and this family was forced to remain in a small 
house which was already congested. If the authori- 
ties had rented a house, do you not see how much it 
would have cost them for two years ? Everybody 
expected that the old lady would have been given 
back a house a t  the Government's expense. I have 
seen much of the storm damage and I do not think 
that the Government has been presented with any 
case which is as needy as that  of this woman, Ella 
Small. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : When honourable mem- 
'bcrs talk about the Government in  relation to this 
question of flood damage, they forget that the Vestrier 
of the various parishes undertook the work of pre- 
paring estimates which were checked by the Colonial 
E n ~ i n e e r  whom everybody praises. It is not that 
the Government as individuals went into the question 
ancl looked after the amounts of money to be granted; 
I represent a parish where the Vestry did nothing for 
a woman and I had to subscribe to that woman's need. 
J chalenge anybody to sit around a Board and say 
who should get $10 or $15 ore ; the Government had 
an administrative Officer t see to the matter. I wish 
that some people would 2 t a chance to administer 
things and see how i t  is done. The Colonial En- 
gineer was asked to go into the estimates as  to the 
flood damage; he did so and presented figures to the 
Gorernment. I sax7 that there was i11 Boscobel 
a woman whose name did not appear on the list of 
suffers sent in bx the Vestry of St.  P e a r ,  and I gam 
that woman some help. It was not sufficient help, but 
which of us can get all that me need? The gibe that 
an honourable member would make the Government 
do something for his parish is cheap and unworthy 
of any honourable member. 

Hr. GARNER: I am of the opinion that this 
matter has been advertised for too long and, further, 
I feel that a distinct policy should have been adopted 
i n  respect of those houses which mere completely 
destroyed. I know of two cases in which the oc- 
cupantg or owners of houses, along with their families, 
had to seek refnge at  the homes of their friends or 
relatives. TJp to now, this Resolution does not set out 
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any scheme for, rehabilitating these people who lost 
their houses ; I had hoped to see a distinct policy adopt- 
ed for  rehabilitating such people. I n  one instance, I 
spoke with a labourer in  St. Philip and he told me that 
the sufferers in a particvlar village had been allotted 
$75. I know that that amount is only a drop in a bucket 
q d a y  when it comes to the question of repairing a 
home; I thought that the Government would have 
given people one-half of the cost of repairs and let 
them supply the other half. If you are just patching, 
that shows that you are not going the whole way. I 
want to hear about a policy for rehabilitating people, 
even now people who have lost their homes come to me 
and ask : "What are you doing to assist us ? " Like 
the honourable senior member for St. Lucy, I told 
them that at a certain time that I had given up, and 
I suggested to them that they should carry around a 
"brief7' and see what c m  'be done, because you can- 
not force the Government to do anything in the 
matter. I feel i t  is time for the Government to bring 
forward a policy for rehabilitating those people whose 
houses were absolutely destroyed. Erery one knows 
that the price of lumber has gone sky-high and N 
have other materials and labour; the man who under. 
takes to build a house today has to look for money 
I am sure that we did not exaggerate in St. Philil: 
and I hope the same can be said of other parishes. 1 
do not know about what happened in the City; thc 
honourable senior member for the City can deal wit1 
that. I know people whose houses have been destroy 
ed and they are taking shelter a t  clthrr peoplo'r 
houses; let the Government help bp rehabilitating 
these people. 

Mr. GILL: 1 am indeed grateful to the Govern 
ment, although they are somewhat late, for having 
decided to grant this assistance to persons who suffer 
ed as a result of the calamity which befell us  in 1949 
However, I would like to draw to the attention of tht 
Government that in the parish of St. Andrew there 
are still some persons who are in dire need of assist 
ance in  getting back in  the position in which thej 
were before the disaster. I n  the Chalky Mount dis 
trict there is Helena Marshall; I do not know if shi 
has gone by another name, but I do not see her namc 
on the list of those who are being assisted. There it 
also the case of Iris Springer of Belleplaine ; I believt 
tbat she is on the list, but the amount allocated tc 
her is, in  my opinion, absolutely inadequate to carrj 
out the necessary repairs to her house. AS fa r  as l 
h o w ,  this woman's house was demolished and sht 
had to seek shelter in  the Almshouse. I n  the case ol 
Helena Marshd17 whose house was also demolished 
she had to seek shelter at  her friends. From tht 
amounts which I have seen allocated to peopla, 1 arr 
wondering if the Government have taken into con 
sideration the fact that the price of lumber has Font 
up to between 30% and 50%. The amount of lumbel 
which could 'be obtained for $20 six months ago would 
cost $60 today. The amount of $Q036 has been a1 
located to the parish of St. Andrew, and you find thal 
$550 is to be divided among 20 persons. I hope that 
the Government will take some notice of those persons 
whose houses have been actually demolished and whc 
are unable, out of their financial re'sources, to rebuild 
their houses. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : 1 believe that if the Govern 
ment were minded from the beginning to tacltle this 
matter seriously, theg would have appointed the i~  
own special Committee either to work in connectior 
with the parochial Committees or to supervise thc 
estimates which were sent in by the Vestries. The mem 
hers of the Government are alwavs claiming, with 2 
certain amount of justification, that txe V&&s oi 

this colony are dominated by a certain type of persom 
who, by no stretch of the imagination, could be re- 
garded as being in sympathy &h certain sections of 
the community. Therefore, if the Government is 
comprised of people of political convictions different 
from those of people who dominate the Vestries, it 
does appear to me tbat if this matter werc being 
tackled seriously, the first step to be taken by $he GOV- 
ernment would have been for them to appoint their 
own special Committee to deal with it. Following the 
claim that the Vestries have displayed commendable 
interest in the people who suffered as a result of the 
catastrophe, we have the spectacle of honourable 
members on my left stressing the claims of the poor 
people ; but when the matter is carefully considered, 
one cannot escape the conviction that the matter h a 1  
not been gone about in the right way. I n  my opinion, 
a special Committee appointed by the Government to 
bubmit its own figures - a Committee in mhich 
the C+overnment would haye more confidence where 
submissions are concerned than in the Vestries - 
would have helped considerably in  improving 
the situation mhich is being complained of. In  
that case. therr ( m i d  not be any excuse for 
the delay in paying final and proper attention 
to this matter. There has been a long delay in  this 
matter of relieving the victims of the disaster and 
claims of partiality in giving assistance can be suh- 
~tantiated. There are the cases of a house in  Bank 
Hall and another in King Edward Road in which the 
owners were assisted, and neighbours claimed that 
those houses were in no way damaged by the flood; 
th~refore  claims of partiality and unfair discrimina- 
tion are not entirely without any foundation. There 
arc other instances which might be mentioned before 
the debate is closed. T should like to say that the 
greater part of the money which has been spent so far, 
and which is being spent in relieving the flood damage, 
is the result of the condition of the Constitution 
Swamp; i t  is sheer pigheadedness, sheer obstinacy, 
sheer playing with politics in not having the condi- 
tion of the Swamp remedied that has caused this 
damage. We have been very fortunate that during 
last year there KM no extensive damage by a flood, 
but we c10 not know how soon a similar catastrophe will 
overtake us. We should bear in  mind that the 
machinery for canalizing the Swamp has been lying 
idle in the yard of the Public Works Department for 
a long time. If the Swamp is canalized, in the event 
of another flood we shall not have to concern our- 
selves with the extensive loss of life and damage to 
property which occurred on the last occasion. For- 
tunately for the constituency which I represent, little 
damage was done; but even in connection with the 
little damage, I know that people are still suffering 
a5 a result of the inattention of the matter of relieving 
the distress which has been caused. It is absolutely 
impossible not to share the view which has been so 
strongly expressed bp previous speakers this after- 
noon, that the matter has not received either the 
attention or the interest which i t  should have re- 
ceived at the hands of the authoritie~. 

Mr. ADAMS: At the present moment I have 
my pen in my hand giving approval to the draft 
replies to questions which came to me while I was ill, 
questions in respect of the Constitution Swamp. The 
Crovernment has already taken Bteps to minimize any 
flood damage, and that is stated in the proposed re- 
plies which the hononrable member will get to his 
question8 within the next week or so. 

Mr. MAPP : We have had a flood of debate on 
this Resolution in connection with the relief of the 
flood victims, and if there is one thing with which 



I agFeg it is that as long as pou leave these matters 
i n  the hands of the Vestries, you will get a lot of 
poli$ic.&l pia$ in respect of them. That has happened 
with regard to the provision of playing fields, with 
the relief of flood victims and i t  will happen with 
regacd to Inany more matters. It appears to me 
t h ~ t  much of which we are talking would come under 
the heading of slum clearance for the country areas, 
because i t  is a fact that in my constituency many 
of the houses did not take the wind or the flood to 
knock them down. To restore such houses to the 
position in  which they were before the flood would 
be restoring them to nothing. I know a poor woman 
who was given relief consequent upon the floocl dam- 
age; she got lumber which had to be placed above 
the house while the other sides were exposed. That 
is a joke; what we want is a proper housing scheme. 
l think that the Government should take steps to see 
that a scheme of slum clearance is brought about 
relative to the entire island. The matter should be 
gone into properly; we do not want to spend $75 
or $100 on a house and then when heavy weather 
takes place, the condition is worse than i t  was at  
first. 1 would advise the Governnlent that if they 
want to get down to business, they must not put these 
matters into the hands of the Vestries; the hon. 
junior member for  St. Philip did not say whether 
the Vestries practice partiality or not, but when the 
question is boiled down, you will see that partiality 
is practised by the Vestries. It is practised every 
day, everr year and all the time. 

111.. LEWIS : As this is election year I think 
1 should follow the good example which has been set 
and make a little contribution to this debate. One 
of the most unfortunate things that have happened 
mith respect to this relief is that i t  has been delayed 
for  so long; because with the long delay there has 
been an increase in the damage since the cost of re- 
pairs has increased. But  the Government has said 
that i t  is sorry for the delay and has confessed its 
faults; however, the ill efiect of the delay still 
remains and it will cost the Government more money. 
I n  a Resolution of this kind, 1 feel that the schedule 
or addendum should set out the parishes mith which 
the Resolution is concerned, the iiumber of claims 
and the amount of money to be given to each parish 
with a note as to the amount of money which has 
Been given to the parishes under previous Resolu- 
tions. The 11011. senior member for St.  Joseph should 
be in a position to say that in the parish of St.  
Michael there are so many applications for relic? 
and so much money is to be allocated from the present 
Resolution; similarly with St. John and othc 
parishes. That is the \Tay in which I wonld like t* 
see information brought to this House in a Resolutiol 
of this kind. I would like to say for the benefit of 
some hon. members that while there has been dis- 
satisfaction over the delay in bringing down this 
Resolution, I understand that there has been intense 
dissatisfaction over the distribution of some of the 
money which 118s been already handed over to the 
parochial authorities to be distributed to people who 
have suffered from the flood. If you take the history 
of this matter you may discover the reason fop some 
of the high estimates and some of the changes of 
policy which harp been made since the disaster 
occurred. I11 St. n'lichael on the inorning after the 
flood, when the Head of the Administration visited 
the area, there were dead bodies lying along the 
streets and surely a scene of that sort must call forth 
the sympathy, support and rehabilitation as indicat- 
ed bp the Vestry of St. Michael; but when the weath- 
er had subsided and people fonnd homes, t h ~  whole 
policy was apparently changed. I understand that 
people who are regarded as being in very poor cir- 
oumstances, and who are unable to find tche ready 
cash to replace articles which were lost i n  the dood, 

have uot been given any c d d e r a t i o n  a t  all. When 
you hear that people should have had their p e m n d  
:ffects inmred, 1: say it would be unusual for people to 
insure their property against damage of this kind. 
1 do not know if *-matter comes, undw %he bad* 

ing of a storm, but if the Constitution Swamp were 
recognized by the Government as being a menace 
and they had plans for  remedying it, you could with 
some justification say that those piaas have not been 
zarried out and they have contributed to  the damage 
cqwed not only to the poor people but to the middle 
class people as well. I n  the case of some of these 
people, i t  would not take more than a few drops of 
rain to wash away all that they had, and I am glad 
that some relief is being given to them. I should 
like to sap that i t  is not paying this Government any 
conlpliment to say that they waited until election 
year to distribute money which they did not intend 
to distribute a t  all; I must say that action of that 
kind would put  the Governwerlt i n  such disfavour 
with the people that they would be unable to recover 
from it. I feel that some of the delay in this matter 
has been caused by people puffing up  their claims, 
and 1 regret that the Government could not have 
made a yeasonable estimate of some people's losses 
and compensate them at  once and let those who 
played tricks be the only ones to suffer. The inno- 
rBent have had to snffer with the guilty, and the delay 
in giving compensation makes some of the compen- 
sation of no use at  all; that is to say, if you assess 
damage at  $35 two years ago, i t  might take $75 to 
repair the same damage today, and that is regret- 
table. I heard an hon. member suggest that the 
aovernment should have set up  its own Comdttee 
to assess damage to property; but if the property has 
been washed away, there would not be any damage 
to be assessed. I feel that the Government could 
not have done better than send out the person whom 
they sent out to assess damage; i t  was a good idea to 
select a person who has knowledge of these matters 
and spnd him out. I t  is very unfortunate, perhaps, 
that some of these people did not insure their 
goods against damage of this kind, because the dam- 
age which was done might easily have -been the 
result of nothing having been done about the Con. 
stitntion Swamp. 

Mr. IIAYNES : I take it that this Resolution 
is the close of the compensation for the flood damage ; 
ia other words, I take it that there will be no chance 
of any increase or of any more claims h i n g  made by  
people whose damage has been nn~leltlestiinated. I 
~voulcl like that point made clear by &he hon. 
Leader of the Rouse. I do not see why poor 
p,eople whose houses have been damaged could not 
be given help out of the Labot~r Welfare Fund ivhich 
is controlled by the Executive Committee. If as hon. 
members have said, the money which is now being 
granted was even adequate two years ago, i t  is oer- 
tainlq' nothing like adequate today. I should like 
to  lrno~v whether the Labour Welfare Fund could not 
br used in helping people who have suffered such 
severe losses. 

JII.. DO'CVDING : Since 1948 we have been 
dabbling mith this matter, and I .\would like to know 
from the hon. Leader of the House if whqt is before 
ns now is the final analysis, if these figures are in 
~ w p e c t  of 1948 and 1949. The secon2 paragraph of 
the addendum to this Resolution does not lead one 
to the conclusion that this is the end of the matter, 
and I am wondering if further claims can be enter- 
tained. 1 have before me three names - Keturah 
that will shorn whether the matter is final or not. 

Mr. ADAMS : I do not know whether they are 
on the list in  respect of 1948 of whether they are on 
a previous list, 
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Jh. DONTDISG : They are definitely i n  respect 
of 1949. 

Mr. A1)AhlS : l must say there comes a time 
when there ~ u u s t  be finality, and as f a r  as  help 
towards repairs to homes, replacement of furniture 
and  other items are concerned, this is the final list. 
As regards houses which were completely lost, we 
i n  St.  Michael were particularly lucky tha t  the Hous- 
ing Board were on the verge of putting 29 people 
i n  newly-built honses, and therefore those who lost 
their houses could go into houses. Unfortunately, 
there were no housing schemes i n  respect of the rural  
districts, and therefore the same thlug could not be 
done i n  those districts as was done i n  St. Michael. 
I n  answer to the hon. junior member fo r  St.  Andrew, 
I will say tha t  the point which he has made h a s  been 
considered by the Execnt,ive Committee; there might 
be one or two instances i n  which no  recommendation 
for  assistance for people was made, and  doubtless i n  
any scheme which might be a n  extension of the 
scheme i n  respect of the Labour Welfare I"und, those 
persons will be given some relief. You will reinem- 
ber, & h .  Clhairnlan, that  the answer to your question 
about people other than those who are engaged jn 
the sugar industry being assisted from the Labour 
Welfare Fund,  was that consideration will be given 
to  a scheine whereby loans might be made to assist 
poor pewons, other than those engaged i n  the sugar 
industry, to repair their honses. A s  the hon. junior 
inember for St. Thonias has rightly said, a number 
of these houses ~wnlc l  have to be condrmned as being 
unfit for hunlan habitation. It is all very well t o  
ask : " l l o ~ v  mnch is $275 ? "  E u t  some of these 
houses w x e  only fire\\-ood, and obviously, it will cost 
mow to restore a house than to repair it. I n  the 
checking u p  in  one case, i t  was disc*orered that neith. 
er  tlie Churchwarden nor the Colonial Engineer was 
in  a position to say how much a house was worth 
neighbours said that the house was a n  old one. I1 
was alinost impossible to put  back that house, and ir 
those cases people were given some assistance. I man1 
to  point out {hat  i t  is the f~ulct ion of tlie T'estries 
to see after poverty in  whatever form it is. I am tell 
ing hon. members what the law is ;  i t  is the duty of 
hoa, members to see what can btl done i n  their re 
spective parishes. Yon do not lay any rate for  flooc 
damage, and where the Vestries cannot help beyonc 
a certain extent, the Government has to come to theii 
rescue. When we have discovered oil, i n  spite of thc 
fact that  we have to give royalties to landlords, \\-I 

may nevertheless have enough money to  help peoplt 
who have suffered ; we inay be able to pay $500 ir 
the case of a fisherinan who loses his boat. I n  ex 
ceptional eases when a calamity takes place and fish 
ing-boats dr i f t  to St .  Vincent or any other colony 
the Gorernnlent renders assistance. When the Govern 
ment can afford to build houses fo r  people, it mill dc 
so; and  when i t  cannot atYord to  do that, i t  will hel! 
them b p  granting t h e ~ n  some money. If that principl 
were borne in  mind, a lot of the remarks whic.h hay 
been made this afternoon wodcl neyer have bee1 
made. 

1 am sorr>- that the hon. senior menlber for t h  
City is not here, but  there is a Memorandum to t h  
Vestry of St. Michael signed by Mr. F r e d  Ashb, 
showing that,  froin the start, the Government ?nc 
the local anthorities were working in  to-operatloi 
It is incorrect to say that the Govermnent did no 
tell the T'estry on what principle they shonlcl act 
the Government's ~*esponsibility was not to e s t m  
beyond the actual ~ c p a i r s  to honws leaving relie 
in respect of p c ~ ~ w ~ ~ : a l  h r lon~inys  to mlu11tar.y gift1 
The Vestry ~ . c r l ~ w \ t ~ t l  that w n e  person deputed b 
the Board of Cina~;liaii~ sliolilcl assi<t the o f f i c ~ r  o 
the Public T?To~kq Jkpartlnent in looking after th 
claims for  clainaoe to  honscs. From the beginning. th 
Government said that its responsibility would nr 

steiid beyond the repairs to houses; later a letter 
;as received from the Financial Secretary relative t o  
X gratia grants where personal property was con- 
erned ancl the Government went back on its word 
nd  said tha t  i t  would give relief where personal 
roperty was coneernecl. When the hon. senior mem- 
er  for  the City attacks Niss d r n e  a n d  m y s  tha t  t h e  
loverinnrnt clid this, that  and the other, I should 
ike to point out tha t  there is  a distinction between 
,amage by the storm and clainage to  furni ture;  the 
iovernment said that  it would only give assistance 
n cases of damage from the flood, not  from water 
oming through the roof of houses. If you lived 
t the top of Pine Hil l  and the roof of your house 
ras blox-n off, that would come under the heading of 
epairs to houses; but  if you lived i n  Delamere Land 
,nd water came through the door of your house, tha t  
ronld v o m ~  under the heading of flood damage. 
Crlferenc*e to the l\Ienlorandum of the ~hurchwarden 'e  
'lerli ~ o u l d  show hon. n~embevs that the accusation 
hout  the Gorernment coming d o v n  with this Reso- 
ntion clnring election year does not bear the light of 
samination. I: do not think i t  ~vonld be fa i r  to  the 
iecretariat for nsc not to have made tha t  statement 
~ n d  also to show that the Government made its posi- 
ion c.Icav vj thin  t h i w  ~veeks or just over three weeks 
1fte1' the flood damage was done. The TTestry of St .  
!Tichacl l i n ~ \ ~  on what terms me mt.re giving help 
n resprct of repairs to houses snci later i n  respect 
)f f i~ rn i tu rc~  and hoi~seholtl apparel which might have 
wen daniaged. 

Nr .  ALLDER : I nould like to lino\\- on d l a t  
,asis the C'olonial Engineer made hi5 recoinmenda- 
ions. In the particular vasc I have mentioned, how 
S the inour\- to b t ~  spent l Are you going to erect a 
Framcl and tell the old lad)- that she 111ust get through 
~ i t h  the remainder? Or  are you going to say that 
%e nloney is in the Tueasnry and when the stage is 
*cached where the nloney will complete the h q p e  the 
)Id lady will get i t ?  Thiij particular rase is slwh a 
lhopeless one tha t  nothing short of giving this old 
lady a finished house would he doing her 'justice. 
That is all I am imploring the Gowrnment to do. I f  
the Colonial Engineer knew tha t  the Goverl~ment 
n-anted to restore happiness to this old lady he could 
not have made thc recommendation which he has 
made-a recommendation for  $250. I n  this ease, 
either a wrong estimate v a s  made or the Colonial 
Engineer estimated according to the instructions 
which the Administration gave. 1: am saying tha t  
the honourable Leader of the House should grant 
honourable members the courtesy of listenin? to them 
as he shoi~lcl listen ; I\-e are all here to discuss matters 
in the interest of the public and the hononrable mem- 
ber is obligated to have matters fully threshed out 
and  explain the policy of the Government when hon- 
ourable members ask it. While the honourable mem- 
bers ask it. While the honourable member might re- 
fuse to listen to me, I cannot refuse to listell to the 
people. I see that the honourable senior meniber for  
St.  Michael is laughing; b u t  in  a ver;v short time he 
miC;ht be doing something other than Ianghing. 

Mr. CIIAIRMAN : The honourable member 
must stick to the Resolution. 

X r .  ATALDER: I would not like this old lady 
to  suffer worse than s h ~  has been suffering. 1 h a \ e  
not h e m  able to get tlie Government's intention in 
this mat ter ;  T hope that t h q ~  will not think i n  ter111s 
of n-benca~ the appral has come, but  that they \Till look 
a t  the principle of the matter. I appeal to honour- 
able m ~ m b e r s  to realise that  they have come to this 
Irou'W by  the 7-otes of unfor t~ulate  hlulnan bcillgs in 
the reqpective canstitnenciey and I am asking for a 
ra \ i e~v  of this case b~ the Governinellt. I ask them 



to  fopget that this particular ctaae might not be in  
their constituency. If honourable iueinbers are so 
weak that they think hard to express themselves- 

Xr .  C'lIdIRJfAS : 1 woulci be glad if the hon- 
ourable member would withdraw those r emark  about 
honourable inembers behg weak. 

Mr. ALLDEK: I will refrain from making 
those comnlents. 1 would prefer to postpone the 
passing of this Resolution inasmuch as honourable 
members are not certain about the facts. We cannot 
be asliecl to pass a Resolution for a sum of money with- 
out knowing how the money is to be spent, and then 
we are asked not to say anything about cases whim 
have been long standing. That is expecting too inuch 
of an honourable member xvho has to do justice to the 
people whom he represents. It is said that the best 
kind of Government is that which is mindful of the 
neediest ulldcr its control and you should not try to 
belittle the attempts of anj-body who seeks to remedy 
the ills from which people are suffering. Because you 
know that you are powerful and noboh- can stop 
y 011---- 

Mr. CHAIRNAN : What is the honourable nlem- 
ber speaking on when he says that nobody can stop 
you ? 

Mr. AIJLDER : I am going to sit clown, illr. 
Chairman; but I cannot get the feeling of the Gov- 
erninelit in thi5 matter, ancl yet the)- expeet co- 
operation from people in this Chamber. IVheil i t  is 
said that the Colonial Engineer has estimated the 
damage, he has estimated it along the lines of n-hat 
he thinks the Government m n t s ,  or on what sugges- 
tions the Uorernment might hare made; but if he 
knew that the Government intendecl to replace thii; 
particular house which was totally destro~red and 
~vhose ovnt1i* cannot cwmnzit herself to contribnting 
any part of the cost of rcc.onstrnctiap that house, he 
~vould not have made that recornmendation for $250. 
you cannot replace that house for $230; what is the 
policy of the Government in this matter ? XThat is their 
intention in this particular case? I am sitting c io \m 
now with the hope that I will pet an explanatiorl from 
the Governnzent as regards their polic- in this par 
ticular case. I n  the event that I do not get that ex- 
plamtion I shall t ry to ask this Committee to sup- 
port a motion for the reductio~l of the anzount of thi 
Besolntion b!- one dollar as a mark of dissatisfaction 
in  respect of the handling b>- the G o ~ e ~ l ~ n ~ e l l t  of this 
coinperlration for flood damage. I shall air-ait the 
rep]!- of theseader  of the Government. 

.Mr. ADAMS: I f  that motion is carried, 1 talc@ 
it  that the dollar will be talcell from this \voman7s 
share. 

Mr. TJEWIS : The honoul.able nzenzber is alwavs 
feeling that he alone can generate heat, and that ht 
alone is enthnsiastic abont any matters which come 
before the TTouse in respect of the ~relfare of the 
people. T am not repJping on behalf of the Gov- 
e r n ~ n e ~ l t ;  T have alreacly said that this relief has been 
kept bark from the people for too long and the GOT-- 
Prnrnrnt ha% apologized for that. This particnlar Rrso- 
kttion was introd~rced on the 17th of ,lpril. the Flousr 
was adjonrned for three weeks during which time 
1 trPcame interested in knon-ing whether a wrtain case 
was on the list, and T took the precaution of poinr 
to the Colonial Secretary's Office. T was shown thc 
list and the particular name, h o \ ~  nmwh the prrsoll 
was getting. and 1 take it that the honourable senio~ 
menlbw for St. John conld have done the same thing 
The hononrable member has admitted that he does not 
know the method bp  which the $250 has been awarded. 
and T expected him to 71SP an arpnment differrut from 
that which he has used. The amount of $250 must 
represent the policy of the Government, and if you 

rltitnge that amotlnt because of a wrong estimate, you 
+rill have to go through the estimates again. 

I heard the honourable senior meniber for St. 
Lncy say that the Government did not intend to do 
anything aiid they kept back this Resolution and 
brought it up during election year. 

Mr. WARD : 1 have never said that. 
Mr. LEWIS: I apologize. The honourable 

member said that the Government did not intend to 
gire any relief at  all; it was the honourdble junior 
member for St. George who said that the Resolution 
was brought up  during election year. The Govern- 
ment has already lost a by-election and who can tell 
whether the delay in bringing down this Resolution 
was not something to do with that? I say that the 
honourable junior member for St. Ceorge and the 
honourable senior member for St. John must share 
i n  the blame for the delay in bringing down this 
Resolution. If they felt that an  injustice was being 
clone to the business of the House, they should have 
made the aovernment bring down the Resalution. 
The members of the Opposition would be surprised to 
know, if they had taken a stand like that, how they 
wonld hare been supported. 1 do not see the neces- 
sity of delaying this matter my longer; there are 
some people who did not have any house a t  all and all 
the furniture was washed out of the house, m d  they 
are people to whom the honourable senior member for 
St. John ~vou.2~1 not give anything. I n  this particular 
case ~nentioned by the honourable member thls woman 
is an old agricultural labourer, and he should be able 
to go up  to St.  John, put plantation owners to shame 
and make them contribute towards this old woman's 
relief. Personally, h ~ \ ~ e v e r ,  I feel that  the honour- 
able member .should have found out within the last 
three treelw the method by which this compensation 
was computed, 'because I went to the Colonial Secre- 
tary's Office and got the information which I wanted. 
The honourable member had three weeks i n  or~hicil 
he conld hare done something for the old lady but 
he did nothing for her. I can say that there are one 
or two persons in the Colonial Secretary's Office who 
had this matter to deal 5 t h  and They have been most 
helpful in giving information about it. I take i t  that 
this Resolntion is the policy of the Government and 
T know some people who have not got anything at  all. 

Mr. C'RAWBORD : Mr. Chairman-I am pfraid 
that that argnment of the last speaker is more than 
passiug strange. I am really surprised that he should 
suggest that a member of the Honse should go to 
thr Colonial Secretariat to inquire as to-the policy 
of the Government. The honourable junior member 
for the City sat in this Asaenlbly for years when we 
had a Conservative Government domifiating this 
Chamber. I f  during those days he had wanted to in- 
quire about the policy of the Government and was told 
to go to the Colonial Secretariat and inquire, he would 
hare brought the roof down. As a member of this 
Chamber, the hononrable senior member for St. 
John is entitled to call on the Government's spokes- 
man to cxplain Government's policy on any particu- 
lar matter. Of course. it is true that the policy of 
the Government is more or less embodied in the 
terms of the Resolution. Be that aae it may, if any 
member wants further clarification of the matter, or 
w m t ~  to know whether Government proposes to 
come back later with a further grant or whether 
this is the final sap on the matter, I cannot see for 
I he life of me ~ v h v  we shonld go to a Government 
Official when the Government spokesman is entitled 
to give that information. I f  he feels that he has 
already done so, and is not prepared to give it 
again, no one can make him do it .  1 repeat: the 
honourable member knows that he himself would 



have stre~~uously objected in the past if he had been 
told that he w0~1d  have to go to the Colonial--Secre- 
tariat for information as to the policy of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Nr.  LEWIIS: If you to discover Govern- 
ment's policy 011 a particular matter, the best people 
t s  learn i t  from, in my opinion, are the people who 
had to deal ~vitli the specific case. When the honour- 
able member gets up and says a clai~n is put in for 
$480.00 and the claimant is allowed $210.00 that 
heaas  that the claim has been cut in half. But have 
daims been cut in half in other instances? Surely, 
if you are interested, you would want to Bnow the 
reason for rutting this claim i n  half, and yon ~ ~ - o u k l  
be able to seek the support of the House on secure 
grounds. T know that the honourable member is 
deploring thp fact that he is not getting any support 
in the particular care. I repeat you 7%-ill be able to 
put your case more efficiently if you are armed xqith 
the facts before you eoine to the House. 

Mr. ALLDER : The honourable member who has 
just spoken is trying to champion the case of the 
Goverimzent in this particular matter. But inconsis- 
tency is the greatest damaging factor in a polii-icdian'z 
career. I would further advise the hononrabl(~ mem 
ber that he is walking a tight rope which iniqht sud. 
denly end the wrong place. I B n o ~  very w ~ l l  thal 
if an honourable member wants certain informatiol 
he can go to the particular Government Departmen1 
and ask for it. I also know that hononrable lneln 
bers should not be obligated to go to the heact o! 
some departinent and pray and beg hiin to esp la i~  
matters when they can come here and get ?he in 
formation from the Government Spoliesinan. I wa 
not questioning the Government's policy as such, bu 
after I had made certain suggestiols, 1 expectal thl 
Leader of the I i o u s ~  to explail~ whether he \\-odd bl 
willing to re-open the particular case, ancl vhcthe 
I could expect any further handling of it. That TT-a 
all that I wanted to know. I have 14stened to thl 
honourable member at  several debating societies, an( 
I know the technique that one can employ in sup 
porting a thing. But I still have my feelings anc 
m u A n i o n .  With regard to the suggestion that 
should go out and approach the plantation ownerf 
I promise the honourable member that I will wve  
do that. I always feel that you should not ask 
man for something unless ~ O L I  share hi3 views PC 
litical and otherwise. The honourable member ca. 
do that for the City if he cares to. What I knol 
is that there are several applicants from the Cit 
who are in  a better position than inany of the 1x1 

fortunate people who have been left out. He saJ 
that  several of them did not want to omm a houst 
Sometimes it pays yon better not to own one. Wha 
I know is that I would not be afraid to tell thes 
people that I would not give them one half cent 
Why should the Qovernmeilt give bacli racliot 
refrigerators, Morris qnites etc. a t  the expense o 
this unfortunate old lady vho might be living i~ 
a 12x8 house and is withont means of replacin 
her losses? 

Xr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman-On a point of er 
planation. I mould like the honourable member t 
say what honourable member said that certain peopl 
were to be compensated a t  the expense of others. 1 
he discovers that no honourable member said tha 
ask him to do the right thing and withdraw t E  
remark. 

;Mr. ALLDER: I suggested that these peop 
should not be given back refrigerators etc. Is th: 
sa#ying that some hoi~ourable member said that the 
should be compensated a t  the expense of others? BI 
it is obviously implied t b t  if yon spend a verhi 
amount on people who are b t t e r  c&, people wh 

w e -  had refrigerators and radios damaged, that i t  
$onld be at  the expense of others who are not so 
mtunatety placed. , h few people in  Kiver Road 
lade certain cla,ims. Some said that the refrigerator 
,as washed across the house; a wardrobe was darnag- 
rl and this thing and the other. Now the honourable 
lember feels that because these people are in  the 
'its, that the C+ovrrnment should give them back 
hese thipgs; not because he genuinely feels that they 
eserve it, but because it is a question of voting. 
:ut if there were people in  St. John who 
-ere in a better position than the present applicants 

wonld sa3- do uot give them one zent. Right is 
ight regardless of whether i t  is the City or m y -  
,here ~lhe. The honourable inember asked why I 
lid not agitate dnring the interim when the people 
\ere still suffering. He knom very well that I am 
rilllag to join hands with him any time in  the cause 
f the ~ulderprivileged. Of course I knew that peo- 
ble x~ere suffering. I went around and investigated 
or myself and I saw s~ael - ing  and misery. It was 
~nderstood that the Go~ernment moulcl help them. I 
eel, rightly speaking, that the plantation owners 
hould help this unfortunate old woman. Many of 
he111 are on the Hnrrica~le Relief C'onmittee aucl 
hey isalv her misery. The old lady tells you that 
,he lyas worliing on a plantation from the time she 
sas eight years old. I am asking the Government 
o defer this case until they can see i t  for them- 
:elves. Look at  the n-oman's age, and see whether 
,he can still work. Sec if this is not it special casc?. 
I t  this stage I mant to more formally that the Resc- 
ution be rednced by one dollar as a protest against 
he polic~- of the Governinent on this matter of cal- 
d a t i n g  damage relief. 

Mr. SllLLER: Xr. Chairman I feel very deep- 
J- in this nmtter. I feel me would be adding to the 
wisery of these snff'ering people by reducing the 
Resolution. The Hon'ble Senior Nernber for St. 
John said he was not in favour of giving back peo- 
ple radios, pianos, refrigerators etc. I an1 a t  a loss 
10 li110~ n-ha,t is his policy. Snch things only happ=e~l 
in a Police State. 111 my view if a man can justify 
the reason why she should be given bCwk a piano, 
he should be compensated even if he had $40,000. 
Othel~vise you will get the middle dlass being dis- 
criminated against in favour of another type of per- 
son. I realise that there must be some policy in 
dealing xvith the relief of dama~e .  If you have a 
quarter of a million dollars to distribute you must 
formulate some system. ITou find here that the 
anlonnt allocated to St. George is equivalenrt of wha,t 
: ou are giving one person in  St. Zohn. If the polic.3 
is to c*omppnsate p~op le  for total loss, the same thing 
>hould apply to St. George. By reducing the v ~ t e  
by a dolla,r you will be adding to the crime. Fo r  
the first time I am learning that this old lady is get- 
ting half of the allocation for St. John. 1 feel sym- 
pathetically towards the people of St. George. 1 do 
not agree that you should replace the e n t i ~ e  loss 
01 any one individual because she is old and unable 
to w o r l ~  I have been sitting here wishing that the 
allocations were higher, but me must accept a policy 
in dealing with this matter. I can n~ention a lady 
a t  Drax Hall. After the flood damage she was 
without clothes or shoes. I helped her as much as 
I could. That was alright, because I lineW we must 
have a policy. I cannot ask the Governnlcnt to m a h  
a coniplete allocation for one person. There is no 
reason why the Hon'ble Senior Member for St. John 
should feel that he is more sympathetic than anyone 
else. This woman has toiled all her life on a planta- 
tion, and now that she iq old she has to fall back 
on the Government or the almshouse. 1 do not kaow 
vihy a person who ha8 spent all her days on a n  estate 
should be forced to fall back on the mercy of the 



d2overnnient 01. the alnmhouse, but that is ho~v i t  is 
Let us hope that the position will be improved. Peo 
p le  in St. George who stdferecl are only getting bacl 
10 per cent of their losses. I do not see why sk?, 
should be given the total compensation. 

JIr. ALLDER: I am not surprised a t  the h011 
ourable member trying to wreak vengeance. As fa1 
as his saying that he does not kno~v my policy, 1 
wonder if he knows his own, lie is so superficial. 113 
policy, Mr. Chairman, is like an  open boolr. Cer- 

Aainly if claims are justified I M-oulci be willing tc 
support him or any other honourable ~neln'ber as long 
as I felt that the claims needed by support. If hr car] 
ehow me a house totally demolishecl in St. George. 
aad  that the owner, an olcl wonlan, has ceased to 
work and cannot do better, I wonlcl feel it is my dntg 
to assist him in bringing that special case to the at- 
tention of the Government. T also want to him, 
Mr. Chairman, that you usually take Psom these ae- 
carding to their ability ancl give to these acc.ording 
to their need. Wherever there is inequalit;-, that ic 
the policy that must be follo~ved by ever)- prog v r e s ~ i ~ ~  
government. I t  is better at  times fur some honourable 
members to sit and s q -  nothing than to push them- 
$elves into things jnst beranse they xvant to satisfy 
,certain demands. I am still saying that the whole halld- 
ling of flood relief is wrong. 

Nr. MILLER : The lionourable nleinb~r is 
against giving aid to those who have lost a sefriger- 
ator but he is milling to gire 100 per cent. to one 
who has lost a house. The case, I agree, is a 
lamentable one. Bnt what the honourable member 
wants is against the rltdiincnts of democracy3 p11' 
aside socialism. The honourable meinb~r has 
talked abont "snperficial" and usecl other four sy11. 
able words. Pity is the lowest feeling that one human 
being should have for another. If he thinks that 
I am superficial, and ~ ~ r e a k i n g  rengcance, those are 
only the little things that amuse his inind. Little 
things amuse little minds, 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Jfr. Chairman-It is so 
refreshing to hear the honourable senior member 
for St. John talk about the middle class. It is SO 

often that his colleagues only talk about the rich 
and the rest. 

The question that the Resolution do now pass 
is put to the House ancl agreed to without division. 

On the motion of Nr .  ADAMS seconded by Dr, 
C u m u ~ s  the CHAIRJIAX reported the passing of 
one Resolution in Committee of Supply. 

On separate motions of Mr. ADAWS seconded 
%y Dr. CUJIMINS the Resolution passed in Com- 
mittee of Supply was read a first and second time 
and agreed to. 

R.EPLIES LAID 

Nr .  F. L. WALCOTT laid Replies to Questions 
?rTo. 2 by Mr. WILKINSON~ and No. 58 by Ms. 
MOTTLEY. 

Mr. Cox laid Replies to Questions No. 76 by 
Mr. BRANCKER, and KO. 51  by Mr. CRAWFORD. 

Dr. CUMMINS laid Replies to Questions 80s. 28 
and 52 by Mr. CRAWFORD. 

Air. ADAMS laid Replies to questions Nos. 70 hg 
Mr. MAPP. No. 78 by Mr. BRAN~KER.. S O .  48 by Mr. 
SS~ZITR, anci No. 85 by Mr. MAPP. 

CUBAN BLACK PACT DEBATE 

Mr. WTLKISSOS: Mr. Speaker-I wish ta 
move the adjournment of the s o u s e  for five  minute^ 
in order to bring to the notice of honourable mem- 
bers' what 1 think is a w r y  important matter. I r  

this afternoon's papers I\-hich I saw after I came 
here, -1 see that towarch the end of this w%ek- 

Mr: LEWIS:  Nr. Speaker-Is tlie ho~iourable 
nlember reading from a newspaper? 

Nr. SPEAKER:  I have not observed that. 
31r. WlLlClS80X: 1 xvans not reading from a 

nen-spaper. l said that 1 have seen 111 the newspaper, 
that towards tlie end of this week a very 1nlport2lnt 
oflicial of the Xinist~ry of Trade i n  London is corn: 
ing here to inter\-iem the Regional Economic- Cola 
nlittee Conference which is now going on. Purpose 
of the interview is to discuss the question of the 
negotiations which have recently been going on re 
the purchase by the U.K. of sugar from Cuba. This 
is a very important matter for  the West Indies and 
the Commonwealth, a d  unfortunately, these con- 
terences are usually held behind closed doom We 
in this House have i11 the past protested that asza 
rule inembers of these conferences are usually only 
oficials. On this oocasion l am sure that the hon- 
ourable senior nieiilber for St. Joseph is a member 
of that Committee, ancl therefore me shall be rep- 
resented. But, Sir  1 hope that the honourable 
nieinbcr nil1 insist in ealling up before this Corn- 
nlittee the people who are well aware of the 
denlands of tlie JiT\'est Indies. Kot that I am in- 
ainnating that he is not well aware of what a serious 
blow it is to the T e s t  Indies and the Common- 
rvealth ill general to see that Englal~d is negotiating 
the purchase of a large quantity of sugar froM 
Cuba. Ancl not only England, Sir. I believe that 
l am correct in baying that Canada has followeil 
1rr rlsaniple. AS you l~now, A i r .  SPEAKER, E w l a n d  
has only agreed to pnrc,hase a certain cyuaritity of 
sugar f rom tlie TT-rst Indies anct the Comnlon- 
wealth, and the rest of the sngar will be throw11 on 
the open marlret. Tf that market is going to be 
reclucvd, onr price will go dew-a, and this position 
is indeed serious, particularly for Barbados. I do 
hope - I am sure that the honourable senior menl- 
ber for St. Joseph will, now that I have ilrawil it to 
his attention, see that Labonr is well- represented, 
because it affects Labour rather seriously. I-Ie ~vi l l  
see that Labonr is well represented not only by 
himself, but b;- the other delegates, and he will also see 
that the Sugar Producers are represented. Our 
trade with Canada, Sir, dates back many years. L 
think it is owr  35 pears ago, that t,he "Lady Boats'' 
service started, subsidised by Canada ancl the West 
Indies. Unf~~ tuna te lp ,  since the war these boats 
have been coming down here half empty, due to the 
fact that the 'U.K. will not allow us to spend our 
dollars in Canada. I t  would be a very serious 
blow to the TXTest Indies in particular if these boats 
ceased to run. Canada to us nieans ererything. If 
vou look at the ]nap i t  will appear to the ordinary 
man that Canada ~vill  be our only marlwt. Canada 
wants our sweets, and v e  mint  their flonr, harcl- 
mare, lumber etc. Yet, Sir, we are not allowed the 
dollars to buy from Canada what we require. I 
think that that is a matter which should be talwli 
up very strongly with these gentlemen that are 
-o~ning herc, from the Board of Trade. Overspas 
Department. 1 do not intend to keep honourable 
mmbers back VPPT- n111ch loneer. I know that they 
are wearT. Rnt T thought the matter was so im- 
nortant that T ~vo111d dra~l- it to the attentioa of the 
FIonse. oncl narticiilarlv to thc attention of the 
honoi~rable senior nwmber for St. Josenh. 

NI-. XOTTLEY: Nr.  Speaker-In seconding 
the motion for tht. acljonn~ment of the House for 
five niinntes, T would like to say how pleased T am 
that the honourable senior men~ber fop St. Jaines, 
the Leader of the Opposition, has taken this oppor- 



tuui ty  in view of the fact that  this is the eve of 
the arrlval oi  J l r .  Uottomley ,\1.1'., Secretary for  
Overseas 'frade, to dlscnss t h ~ s  matter which 1s one 
of paramount importance. When I say " yara- 
n~ouilt" importance, 1 an1 not overstating the case. 
There must have been some feelings of anxiety 
~ ~ i t h i u  the last few weeks especiall~; alnong those 
responsible people of this comnnmity when i t  MW 

seen in  the Press that shortlj- negotiations would 
be carried out between the U.K. and Cuba and 
Cauada also. Honourable members will remember 
that 1 raised the question here on the floor of this 
House, and that this honourable Chamber gra- 
ciously agreed to the passing of a n  Address which 
M-as presented to the Head of the Adininistration 
i n  conuection with this matter. l have no doubt 
myself that  even before the passing of this Address 
a ~vicle avalre Goverament, conscious of i ts  duty. 
U-ould have taken the matter u p  i11 the right quar- 
ter. But i n  all  matters of this sort. whenever it 
is possibk to have the real voice of the people e x  
pressed, through their representatives in  a Cham- 
ber elected like this, i t  will aln-ays do iilorc good 
1 am not versed in  the econonlic or trade set-up of 
this colon3-, but 1 an1 certainly ac~luainted enougb 
with conditioils to know that sugar is the onl) 
staple proclnct of Barbados, and that any negot~a  
tions n hich arc beiug canied on between the T'.K 
and a coi~ipeting cotlntrp like Cuba ~voulcl creatt 
great hardship on l?arbados aucl the Britiqh Vesl 
Indies. Any hardship created i a  respect of sugal 
must be reflected i11 the standard of living not 0111) 
of the apricliltnral labonwr. bnt of evcry worke~ 
in e w r y  phaw of industry. So clonbt Sir,  11011 
ouritble ~ilenibers arc well aware that conlpetitior 
between Citba and the British T e s t  Incliei ~vherc 
sugar is concernetl is something which all of W 
with ail>- scusr of responsibility wonlcl dread 
When 1 say "xve," 1 c10 not necessarily n l ~ ~ n  thc 
pla1ltwrac.y. or the ~uerchalits or the ~xpor te r s .  W1 
can only pay the ~vorliiag people of this c o m t r y  a: 

a11111ch as our revennc from export would aEord us tc 
do. This gentlen~an comes after leaving Jainaici 
along with officials from the Colonial Office. It i 
cue, Sir,  that ther- have been SO many commis 
sions ant1 con~mitters writing reports on this ant 
the other within recent tinles, that it is difficult fo 
one to digest all that they have been doing. But  ii 
spite of all that, J strong1)- suggest to honourabl 
members that whaterer their political outlook, the: 
should join together a\ JITcst Tnclians ant1 face thi  
issuc. This is not a n  issne over which we have tl 

fight among ourselves. Tt is an issne that nlust b 
faccd. I t  is a n  issue that concerns the life blood o 
the TJTest Indier and more so of Barbados. Jamaic< 
v31  discuss not only sugar, but cigars and citru 
frnit  ant1 'bananas Trinidad can discuss oil am 
coconuts besides sugar and many other thing< 
Dominica can talk about limes. Rarbadoi can o11t 
discuss s n p r  and sitnshinc. Thr matter is o 
tremcnclons importance. You c10 not have to b 
~nip1oyc.d in C'ommerce : y o i ~  do not hare to b 
actively meaped i n  representing Labour to k n o ~  
that anything ~vhich affectq the Sugar -1grecmc.n 
~11ic.h IT(. hare  n p  to 1952 mn\t affeet the lif 
blood of this conntr!-. So when we esprcs 
c u r  ~ i e m  here on this matter. T hope tha 
all mesible publicit7 will be gjren to them. Mr 
Speaker, this 3lission is coming to Barbados. Thi 
inclnirv will be nlaclr. I agree wit11 the Leader o 
the Opposition that this should be no closed doo 
inqniry. T observed from the report in the Pres  
tha t  the Mission will be i l i scuss i i~~  matters with t h  
Executive Council of *Tamaica. 'To rlonbt. the. 

.ill be discussing matters with similar bodies in- 
larbados. It is also reported that i t  is hoped to get the 
iews of interested parties in Barbados. Let me say, 
hat any illissioii of Inquiry that  came to EarbatLoa , 

n d  dici not haye the viens of the Opposition in  this 
:hamber, I\-ould not have got a t rue  picture of the 
ituation. I am worried about this situation. L 
bserve tha t  i n  another few- clays if not to~l 'c j i t ,  \ \ c  
re going to be aslied to discuss a very I I I I I N L  I ~ I L I I  

latter. I say if not tonight because one wantb tile 
~ e a t e s t  lattitude to  express one's views, and I have 
lever heard yet tha t  anyone should use their psi- 
ion to suppress the free expression of ~ i e w s  by 
nference or otherwise, bv taking people when they 
.re tired and not a t  their best. I n  another lriew 
lays. I a m  saying, we mill be called upon to discuss 

veq-  important niatter, a Bill which is in t h e  
Lame of the I ~ e a d r r  of the House, a Bill to extend 
he powers of the Governo~  of this colony relative 
o imports and exports. I throw it out to this 
louse. I am no lawyer, ancl 1 am perfectly will- 
11:. to listen to the honourable Leacler of the Zfonse 
111 certain things. But  that is a f a r  reaching 
uattm. Directives after directives are conzing 
Icrca and a r?  being accepted. TTThen you h a r e  
mstendecl this. - 

3lr. S P E A K E R  : Do not go into tha t .  
JIr I\TO1'TIAEl- : T am not going into it. I t  i~ 

I Eill to contimlc teniporari1~- crrtain enactments, 
 it T ant not ilealing with i t  i m v .  1 look on i t  a s  
mportant because I know that lioi~ourable inembers 
will look me i n  the face and sap if you do not acvept 
he directives vliat  will you (10. I lalo~v there is 

r, snperabunclance of brains on the other side of the 
House, bu t  1 am prepared with m y  limited ability 
.o take on anybody when the time conies. Becausr 
lie time is i.igl~t here whrn we must not let the 
people pal- in s w a t  and blood; 'bnt Tve should 
tell Mr. Rottolulq- and any other official the 
*cal triith. T n  othrr x-orrls. p u  are g i ~ i n g  
ponpr to thr ITexd of the Administratio? to 
3c.crpt these directive\. T h o w  that I am talking 
rtonsense for some people. bnt I will call for  a j'l~ll 
Grcss debate ~ d i c n  the time comes. The time 1,q.; 

wne ri-hen you should let i t  he li-nown that a11 these 
directives and import ~egnlat ious  as f a r  as Earba- 
10s is roncrrned. and in fact as f a r  as the coloilies 
r ) f  the Caribbran arc concerned will be questioned in 
the interest of the inhabitants of these colonies. T 
hiire pi~rposely rcfrainecl becanse I know that  Your 
Iicmour will not allox me to go into i t .  But that 
i~ one niatter which I am r e T  serious about. T an1 
trying to gr t  all thc. necessary data and opinioll on 
it which T call. As regards the question that where 
t b i ~  J I i s s i o ~  is ~011crrnetl all branches of public 
(  inio ion shonlcl be reprewntecl, we have already ex- 
pressed our V ~ ~ T T S .  I t  might so~tnd,  conling from a 
pcrscn like myself-a person of limited edncation- 
it nligllt sound, especially to those who think $hey 
l- to^ all and are authorities on ever? subject, that  
v-\-c are accepting thr  principle of disloyalty. But  
I say that  1 still feel a s  loyal as  anyone else. You, 
Sir, know as ~ l ~ e l l  as T do thzt if yon hare  children 
2nd the)- do ~ ~ r o n g  you chastise them.  B u t  when 
they grow np t1ir.i- can reason with their parents. 
The true state of affairs must be told i n  no un- 
certain rvq- to tliesr officials. W e  shoalcl let then1 
k~low really anil truly how the man in the street 
fwls  about his cwst of living. There is mc~rc thari 
can be tliscl~siecl with M r .  Bottomley and the other 
officials, M r .  Speaker. than the Cuba Pac t .  Merely 
t?  say that  the C*overnment or this or the othrr  
pwson responsible feels this or that  is talking through 
your hat .  Sonieone mast tell M r .  Rottomlep and the 
Colonial Office that the man i n  the street feels tha t  



the is being screrved down. That brings me back to 
-these directives. 

l@. SPEAKER : Tl~e  honourable nlenibt$: 
should not refer to these directives at thic moment. 

Mr.  MOTTLEY: I am not doing that. Sir  . l 
nra only saying so in  pa~s ing .  1 go on to say that 
i vould like to have a real free expression of opinion. 
I lino\v that 1 am getting repetitive, Sir. Bnt there 
if?: only one style that I have: say a thing often 
~ n o u g h  and i t  is bound to carry some weight. Just  
merely getting up in the legal way or the parlianzen- 
tary way and puttiag i t  to these officials from the 
Colonial 0fEc.e is not enough. We want a man cour- 
ageous enough not to care if these officials leave Rar- 
bactos having him earmarked or not, a man who in 
*pite of that will still pnt thc true state of aflairs. 
There are a lot of things which 1 feel should be! 
discqwed in connection with this matter. I sti!( 
thank Your I-fononr for the latitude that you haw 
given me and I support the motion for the adjourn- 
ment of this Home with a full sewe of my responoi- 
t l l i ty .  Every day representations are made to you, 
.Sir, and to myself, and to those who are within easy 
reach of the people. On top of all this them arc 
now these negotiations to be made outside of these 
,colonies. We rannot prevent these negotiations from 
taking place, but what we can say is t.his: surely 
dnring the war years we could have gone into tile 
oyen inarket and got a price com~nensurate with that 
which was being paid. Rut we did, and rightly so. keep 
o1.1 supplying the Mother Country at  the price fixed 
by them. There is no denying that that was the cor- 
rect thing to do. only a few days ago i t  was reported 
that the Canadian Government cannot wait any 
Ioqger. They cannot carry on any longer n~ lde r  thtl 
present trade relations with the West Inilics, and as 
a result they have entered into an agreement with 
Cuba. I hope that that is incorrect, but l 1 1 a ~  see11 
it in the Press. I think that the agreement is for 
75,000 tons of Cuban sngar a year for thwe )ears 
I ask honourable members to view that seriously, ant 
sec if that situation will not in a way begin to affect 
us right now. We have been blessed with a bumper 
crop this year. But if Provideizce is not kind to us 
in that respect next year, coupled with this declar- 
ation by Canada I say in all seriousnesc, that the 
p)sition will be a bad one, and all the parties con- 
aerned, irrespective of their political iclcologies mnst 
come together and make a serious representatioli 
vhen this Mission comes. Mr. Speaker, I end as I 
began. I view this matter quite seriously, and when- 
ever I get a chance I like to discuss this whole matter 
I want to get the real honest opinion of the nian in 
-the street, and not merely that of the Government. 
Anv man who thinks he hiows everything knows - " 
aothing . 

&rr. SPEAKER: The qnestioii is that the 
House do now adjourn for five ininutes. 

Mr. LE'CTTIS: Before the question is put, Sir- 
C am very pleased that the Junior Nember for S>. 

James has drawn the attention of the House to this 
matter. The arguments that I have heard today frp11 

P -the honourable members who have spoken I was not 
in  iny place to hear when the House a couple of 

i weeks ago sent a protest against the negotiation2 
between the U .  K.  and Cuba. Honourable members 
have read in the Press that someone is comiug t c  
c~jscuss the matter. What about the House oi 
Assembly? This is the attitnde that I would haw 
expected members to adopt: why was not thic IIons 
told that this gentle~nan and his assistants wert 
coming here? The House sent a message to b( 
transmitted to Loi~clon protesting against this pavt 

f Now we are hearing about this Regional Econonlib + 

Conference, and we are not eyen sure if t h e ~  wil 
@ represent properly the 6ews of this colony. Thc 

louse should have beeu sent Message saying that 
hest! people were coining here, a d  their we could 
lave sent back one saying that we ~ o u l d  like t h e u  
,o meet the House of Assembly and cliseuss such 
~cononiic matters as exchange, control and Ameri- 
.all and Canadian dollars. For the honourable 
,euior member for the City to look over here ~d 
,ay that he sees a superabundance of brains is try- 
~ n g  to make a joke. When the Sugar Producers 
,van: ,oineone to represent them they pick up at 
Least t\ro people v-110 do not own an acre of land, a 
,ugar iactorg- or allything of the sort. Ally fool 
can learn mouyh to do that. They pick up a GOT- 
milllent employee alld another lnaii who Beeps 
uoolcs a.ld they know more about sngar than 
anythiug else because they go to represent the 
Sugar I'rocincers. Why forget the House of 
Assembly. It is to the IIousr that the Sugar Pro- 
lncers for representation when something is 
happening to ruin their interests. Why should the 
House s ~ y  that thc Sugar Prochcerq should meet 
these people uhen the Ilouse has not even been told 
that the i are coining ! When the House has not 
PTPII b ~ 1 1  wilt a, tloc*unm~t to show that they are 
eo~uinq here ? 

311- AIIAJIS : 1\11.. Speaker-Soni~times I feel 
rather rmbarrawxl when I hear lionourable mem- 
bers speak. The hollowable senior member for the 
City today referred to me a5 being harsh. I regret 
tha t  1 hare given that impression. Like AIr. 
@h;-lmberlain I an1 rssentially a man of peace. I f  
mlfortnii;\tely at some times, goaded by some hon- 
cuwablr n~einbers w h o  f w l  hurt when I do not falie 
nn;v notice of them, T then take too mnch notice, I 
3pologise. I am really embarrassecl sometimes. 1 
do not say that w h ~ n  honourable members are in 
cloubt they must always run  to the ($overnnient. 
But if they clid somrtiines they woulcl get informa- 
tion which cannot be given in public, but which 
monld relieve their minds of a lot of anxiety. Mr. 
I3ottoiulej- never intend~cl to come to Barbados, 
Trinidad or a n y ~ ~ h e r e  else. T am reading between 
the lines, but the ilev-1~ found God of the Oppohi- 
tion apparently sent him. .Jamaica has a cause 
For grierance over 'and above the rest of the West 
Indies. I have to be careful in what I say. h 

because in view of the way that I got this in- 
formation it is i.onfiilentia1. F a r  from the persons 
responsible not thinking of the interest of Barbados, 
great pressnre. as far a\ pressnre can be brought, 
was brought to bcar oil X r .  Rottoinlev to the effect 
that in view of the fact that the Regional Com- 
mittee ~ ~ o u l i l  be here, we specially requested him to 
come and he agreed to do so. It was not, I repeat, 
the intwtion of Mr. Cottom:ey to come to the Weqt 
Jndies. 

I t  is the direct result of a Besoh~tion passed 
at Xontego Bap that among other things m should 
have a Regional Economic Committee to plan for 
this area. TTTe have at  last cot to it. That Coinmitte~ 
was. as I have said, approved of at  Montego Rap 
and snbseqnentlp b>- the various West Indian col- 
onies. I am re7wesenting Barbados. and that is as 
i t  should be. How ran Barbados be better rewe- 
sented than by the T,eacler of the Government with 
Mr. H. A. Cnke a9 adviser. You have never seen 
3Ir. Chke at his hest. With him as adricer there 
is no qnec;tion that the rnqe for the sucar prodncerc, 
anti t ha t  of the man in t h ~  street will not be nut, 
+-onql.v. We hare hono-urahle ?Mr. Runte. Mr. 
D. G .  Leacock Jr.. honourable 91r. Cuke and Sir  
John Saint. T t  i5 imxxsible t o  ronceive of four 
p~onle  more qnalifiec-1 to pnt strongh- t h ~  commer- 
cinl imint of vim-, i n  the nreliminarv canter. Tn 
many conferences T have found that aclvisers have 





posed visit of Mr. B o t W e y .  This House has the 
right to that courtesy. I do not know exactly what 
the preliminary negotiations were, and whether the 
olSicials came direct from Jamaica or not. I hope 
that when the honourable senior member for St. Jos- 
eph is dealing with these gentlemen that he will be 
more strong than is his wont. I do not wree  with him 
when he says that Jamaica is more concerned in this 
matter than Barbados. Jamaica is a large island. It 
has easy access to America, and i t  has a Cigar lndus- 
try, while Barbados only has sugar. We must be 
more concerned therefore with this question of sugar 
than Jamaica. 

Mr. GARNEB : Mr. Speaker-I feel that we 
bare talking after this matter has been settled. I feel 
that this pact has already been arranged, and that 
Mr. Bottomley is just conling out here to white wash 
ithe whole thing. The U.K. Government has done what 
it wanted to do, and now i t  is sendmg someone out 
to deceive us. I tell you, Mr. SPEAB, that this pact 
has been settled already, and the West Indies cannot 
fdo anything about it. I realise that as a layman 1 
do not know anything about sugar. But  I am sure 
athat if this pact between the U.K. and Canada con- 
tinues, that i t  will mean a lowering of the living 
gtandards of the masses of the West Indies. But 
Great Britain finds herself in a precarious condition 
'to-day, and she does not care whom else she makes 
'to suffer. She is interested in herself. When the 
honourable senior member for St. Joseph tells you 
that if the U.K. says ten dollars is for you, you have 
t o  be satisfied, i t  sounds foolish. We are letting a 
handful of men tell us how we must work out our 
destiny. It is beyond me. Of course if the people 
of the West Indies are going to allow a handful of 
men in Downing Street to ruin their industries, make 
them buy where they say they must buy, make them 
accept whatever they say they nil1 pay for their 
sugar and buy all their commodities from Great 
Britain a t  the price that she wants to sell them, i t  
means that the world has con~e to the unhappy pass 
when men are afraid of each other. The trouble is 
that  we do not speak strongly enough. We are not 
serious enough about the welfare of our people. It 
is time that the Colonial Office realised that when 
they talk about sugar they must count with the 
West Indies. Where Canada is concerned i t  seems 
logical to me that Canada is the place where we 
should buy our salt fish, flour, items of ironmongery 
etc. England has nothing to sell us in the way of 
food Why should the Colonial Office be allowed to 
dictate a policy to us that is detrimental to our well- 
being? Unless we stand up and tell them the truth i t  
will continue. I feel that we have been taken for a 
ride, and that Mr. Bottomley has come to apply the 
plaster. England in the 20th Centnry is still play- 
in.. the old diplomatic game. What has Mr. Bottom- 
ley come to tell us? Has he come to tell us what has 
happened already? That will not help us. The more 
voa increase your production the more will you be 
d b l ~  to improve your standard of livingr. R n t  ~f ?-ou 
are liot encouraged to produce more so that you can 

,give a greater amount of work to people you are 
;doing nothing. If the 1T.K. by-passes us and buys 
this amount of sugar from Cuba, she is helping to 
build up Cuba and is helpinp down the people of 
Barbados and the other British West Indian islands 
that depend on sugar. T have my own opinion of 
the U.K. Government, and I do not blame them either. 
They have their people to give cheap food to. Tf we 
have people in the West Indies who do not care to 
fight for cheap food for their people and to let the 
U.K. know that ~e are human beings too, T do not 
blame them. Self-preservation is the first law of 
nature. We should have something for our people 
too. Rut  it will not be always so. Yon cannot go 

on fooling people all the time. You ueed to make 
strong recommendatiom to the Colonial Ofie .  
I have seen some of these oi?icials. Those 
who have been brought up  in  the school of 
diplomacy might be able to put  something on our 
weaklings, but they cannot put  anything on me. 1 
\v111 not say anything more. I wish them well a t  this 
spree-all these conferences are sprees. Conferenees 
do not mean anything. This is the age of conferences. 
A conference is just tricksters meeting together, think- 
ing they are fooling the rest of the people . But the 
people, some day when they have tightened their belts 
enough, will take things m their own hands again- 
you tell me the British Government have their repre- 
sentative a t  Government House. I do not want to say 
any more on that. He happens to be interested in 
certain things. But we are elected members of the 
House who represent the people, and i t  is our duty to 
voice our protest when these moves are made, and not 
let these things go unnoticed. Saying that we must 
be satisfied with whatever amount of dollars the U.K. 
allows us for trade with Canada is not enough. I am 
sorry that the honourable senior member for St. 
Joseph is not in his seat. We have to say that we are 
not satisfied. The island is bare of many necessities 
because of dollar restrictions. If war really starts I 
will be sorry fo r  these West Indian islands. We have 
got to learn to represent the colony as a whole. I 
have met some of these officials-Siir this and Sir that- 
I do not know how they appear to some other people, 
jut when I meet thwl 1 square them up and say to 

myself "a poor type" I could do better. The trouble 
is that a lot of us in the West Indies are afraid to let 
these officials know what we feel about this business. 
Great Britain has sent commissions out here and shr 
knows how vital sugar is to our existence. We should 
press more energ~tically because we have no second- 
ary industry. W c  have got to have some resources to 
raise the standard of living. We cannot raise it on 
wishful thinking. If you went to China and asked 
a Chinaman what is four multiplied by four, he will 
tell you sixteen. If you asked the same question in 
Timbuctoo you would get the same answer. That is 
the law of economics. So if you have only one staple 
industry you have no other resources. I thought that 
hy now we would be getting some revenue out of oil. 
I was surprised when I read how the House of 
Lords said: "these are our West Indian Islands. 
We reserve the right to do certain things." 
Lord Milverton was right. Who came to Bar- 
bados in the ship that discovered or took over 
the island? I t  rightly belongs to them. We are 
clamouring here for  rights. The British Gov- 
ernment is not paying us much attention. I fee1 
that the U.K. is not paying us much attention, 
inasmuch as she can agree to buy all this sugar 
from Cuba to the detriment of the British West 
Indies, and buy all these cigars from Cuba and put  
the Jamaican people out of work. I do not know 
how Mr. Bottomley will be able to explain i t  away. 
Of course he does not even need to come, Britain 
to m y  mind has got the West Indies tied off. Eng- 
land fwls that we are a bunch 'of lethargic people 
who do not know our rights, so they take oppor- 
tunity to do all these things. If you sit down and 
let people take away your rights all the time, some 
day they will take away your life. Sugar is our 
life blood, and if we cannot increase our prod~ic-  
-ion me are going to stagnate. We are getting the 
people accustomed to a standard of living which we 
mill not be able to keep up  if the U.K. continues 
to buv sugar from Cuba. I am sure i t  is going 
to work to the detriment of the West Tndies. Tf 
we are thinking of ourselves as  children of the 
mother country, and if this is the way that she is 



treatinq her children-going outside ant1 adopting 
st.rangers-then I say we are wasting our time. 

Mr. WILKINSON: Sir. I am now asking leave 
to withdraw my motion. 

21r. SPEAKER: If there is no objection, leave 
is granted. 

Mr. WILKIXSON: I move that ilzy motion be 
withdrawn. 

Mr. MOTTLEY seconded, ancl the motion .prw 
withdrawn. @ 

Dr. CUMMINS moved, seconded by Mr. Cox 
that  t h e  House adjourn to this day week at  3 p.m. Ar 
and the motion bemg put was carried nem. con. 

Wr. SPEAKER adjourned the House accord- 
ingly. 

i" 
' i 
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Mr. L. E. SMITH (Clzairmam of Comntittees), Dr. 
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J. H. WILKIXSON, O.B.E., F. E.  C.  BETHELL and 
J .A. HAYNES. 

Prayers were read. 

NINUTES 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inforni 
the House that the Minntes of the previous meeting 
.are not yet ready for conf?rmation. 

DOCUMENTS 

Mr. SPE-4KER : I have the honour to inform 

lieport on the Vital Statistics of the Island and 
other Registrations for the year 1948. 

NOTICES 

Government Notices were given as follows:- 
Dr. CUIWINS : (On behalf of Mr. A D U I S )  : 
Resolution to approve the Order made by the 

Governor-in-Executive Committee on the third day 
of May, 1951, under the provisions of Section 4 of 
the Special Registration of Voters (General Assem- 
bly) Act, 1951. 

Dr. CUmIINS : (On behalf of Mr. ADANS) : 
Resolution to approve the Order entitled "The Civil 
Estalishment (Payment of Passages) Order 1951," 
made by the Governor-in-Executive Committee on the 
third day of May, 1951, under the provisions of Sec- 
tion 3 of the Civil Establishment Act 1949. 

Xr. COX : Resolution to approve the Book of 
Reference and Plan of the proposed extension of the 
Water Works in the parish of St. Michael. 

Mr. COX: Resolution to approve of the compul- 
sory acquisition by the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee of all that certain parcel of land (Part  of the 
tenantry lands of a place called Bosvigo) containing 
bv estimation 13,870 84. Ft. ,  for the purpose of estab- 

- 

The Petroleum Drilling and Production (Amend- 
ment) Regulations, 1951. 

The Civil Establishment (Payment of Passagesj 
Order, 1951. 

statement of the sums of money paid over to  thr 
Colonial Treasurer by the Commissioner of Police d2r- 
ing the Quarter ended 31st March, 1951. 

the House that I have received the following :- 
1. 

The Howe of Assembly 
To 

His Excellencg the G o v e r w  

The Financial Report of the Colonial Treasurer 
for  the month of April, 1951. 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditure from t h  
Commissioners of Highway for the parish of Christ 
Church for the half year ended the 31st March, 1951. 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditure on Tenan- 
t r y  Roads for the parish of Christ Church for the 
half year ended the 31st March, 1951. 

Messrs. NOTTLEY, CRAWFORD and F. L. VALCOTT 
entered the House and took their seats. 

PAPERS LAID 

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,-On behalf of 
the  hon. senior member for St. Joseph, I beg to lay 

The House of Assembly are of the opinion that 
the facility of loans to pllrchase motor vehicles, to be 
nsed in the performance of their duties, should be ex- 

- - 
l&hing a district markLt. 

Mr. F. I;. WALCOTT : Reso1ution to approve 
the Order entitled "The Sugar-Industry (Rehabili- 
tation, Price Stabilisation and Labour Welfare) 
Order 19517', made 'by the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee on the 17th day of May 1951, under the 
provisions of Sections 3 (1) (c) and 4 (3 )  of the Sugar 
Industry (Rshabilitatiop, Price . Stabilisation and 
Labour Welfare) Act 1947 (1947-13) as set out in  
the Schedule thereto. 

Dr. CTJMMINS : (On behalf of Mr. ADAMS) : 
A Bill intituled an  Act to amend the Government 
Scholarships and Exhibitions Act 1949. 

Other Notices were given as follows :- 

m the Table 6f the House the following Papers:- 1 Nr .  LEWIS : Of the following Address :- . 
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tended to such part-time Government employees as 
the Food Crops ancl hive Stock Inspectors and the 
Inspectors supervising the weighing of cane at the 
rarious Sugar Factories in  the Island. 

2 .  The House respectfully request Your Excel- 
lency to take the steps necessary to grant such loans 
to these employees. 

Mr. DOWDING : A Bill intituled The Vestries 
(Cost of L i ~ i n g  Bonus to Employe~s) (Amendment) 
Act, 1951. 

Messrs. ALLDER, MAPP and GILL entered the 
House and took their seats. 

Mr. LEWIS: Of my intention to move later in 
the day for the consideration of the Address of which 
I have just given notice. 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. CRAWFORD: To enquire of the senior 
member of the Executive Committee present in  the 
House a t  the next meeting :- 

Has the attention of the Government been drawl 
to reports that the Government of St. Lucia which 
had at  first refused to participate in the B.W.I. work- 
ers emigration scheme to the U.S.A. has now agreed 
to do so because it has succeeded in obtaining better 
terms and conditions for emigrants than were a t  first 
offered, specifically, that 12-week period of contract 
has been extended? 

2. Will the Government immediately re-oper 
negotiations with the U.S. authorities with the view 
to obtaining a similar extension for Barbadian 
yxorkers ? 

3. Will the Government take steps to enablc 
Barbadians who may be in the U.S. in appreciable 
numbers under contract at the time of the next Gen- 
eral Election-the first to be held in  the colony on the 
basis of Adult Suffrage-to record their votesf 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

On the motion of Dr. CUMMINS, secoaded by Mr. 
F. L. WALCOTT, a Bill intituled an Act to amend the 
Government Scholarships and Exhibitions Act, 1949, 
was read a first time. 

On the motion of Mr. DOWDING, seconded by Mr. 
MOTTLEY, a Bill intituled The Vestries (Cost of Liv- 
ing Bonus to Employees) (Amendment) Act, 1951, 
was read a first time. 

COMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY 

Dr. CUIMMINS: I ask leave to take Order NO. 
5 on behalf of the hon. senior member for St. Joseph 
as the first Order of the Day under Government busi- 
ness. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
hon. member. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day now 
stands in the name of the hon. senior member for St. 
Thornas:-To move the House into Committee of Sup- 
ply to consider the grant of sums of money for the 
service of the Colony. 

Dr. CUMiUINS : I beg to move that Your Hon- 
our do now leave the Chair, and the House go into 
Committee of Supply. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTV seconded the motion which 
was agreed W. 

Mr. SPEARER left the Chair, and the House went 
into Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being in the 
Chair. 

Dr. CUMMINS : The first Resolution, Mr. Chair- 
man, is a Resolution to place the sum of $24,544 at the 
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to 
supplement the Estimates 1951-52, Par t  I, Current 
as shown in  the Supplementary Estimates 1951-52, 
No. 4, which form the Schedule to the Resolution. 

I suggest that each Head of the Schedule be taken 
separately. 

HEAD VI-CUSTOMS 

Dr. C'UJ13IlKS: l beg to move that Head VI, 
Customs, stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr. F. L. W A L C O ~  seconded the motion which 
vas  agreed to. 

I IEAD X-FIRE BRIGADE 

Dr. CUhlNlNS: I beg to move that Head X, 
Fire Brigade, stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

HEAD XIV-LEGAL DEPARTXENTS 

Dr. CUXMINS : I beg move that Head XIV, 
Legal Departments, stand part of the Schedule. 

Blr. F .  L. WALCOYT seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

IIEAD XV-POLICE 

Dr. CUI1IMINS: I beg to move that Head XV, 
Police, stand part of the Xchedule. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

HEAD XXI--SCIENCE AND ACRICUMTRE 

Dr. CUMMIKS : l beg to move that Head XXI,  
Science and Agriculture, stand part  of the Schedule. 

Mr. F. l,. XTALCOYT seconded the motion which 
Mas wree,d to. 

READ Xb17-PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

The item and the amount to be voted under this 
Head were read. 

Dr. CURIMIKS : I beg to move that Head XXV, 
Public Works Department, stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: Xr. Chairman,- The note to this 

item says: "The Harbour Palice Pier has recently 
been extensivel3- damaged when a lighter which was 
unloading explosives was driven on to it by high 
seas. Although the owners of the lighter have denied 
liability, from the evidence i t  is considered that they 
are liable for the damage. It is therefore proposed to 
repair the pier at  Government expense and when the 
actual cost of repairs is known, to take the necessary 
legal action against the owners of the lighter." I see 
that legal action is to be taken against the owners of 
this lighter; I wonder if the Government can tell 
us if they know whether thpS can proceed legally 
against the owners of the lighter or not. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I think the matter is b'eing 
considered by the Attorney General. 

The question that Hea,d XXV stand part  of the 
Sch~dule was put and resolved in the affirmative with- 
ont division. 

HEAD XXVIII-SUBSIDIES AND GRANTS 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Head 
XXVIII, Subsidies and Grants, stand part of the 
Schedule. 
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Xr .  F. L. WALCOYT seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

HBAD XXIX-NISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 

The items and the respective amounts to bz 
voted under this Head were read. 

Dr. CUMMINS: 1 beg to move that IIead 
XXIX, Miscellaneous Services, stand part of the 
Schedule. 

Mr. F. L. WAhCOTT: I beg to second that. 
Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman,- I am sorry 

that provision is made under item 58 for the pur- 
chase of Very High Frequency Wireless Communica- 
tion Sets. When we discussed this matter some time 
zgo I said that i t  was definitely unnecessary to spepd 
this money in purchasing these Sets to be used i n  
the event of a hurricane. I am told that some of 
these Sets are lying about the island and there are 
others in some Department. I n  view of the fact that 
you will scarcely experience a hurricane of that 
intensity which would cause us to obtain this equip- 
ment within the immediate future, I feel that this 
money can be saved. If you purchase this equipment, 
i t  means that i t  must lie in some Department for.somc: 
time yet, and the equipment goes bad according TO 
the weather. Besides that, I feel that we might be 
asked to spend money in  keeping this equipment in 
order. I am hoping that this item will be left out 
because, in the event of a hurricane, we would have 
those Sets which are kept by the Police to carry on 
the necessary communications. It would be a fa r  
sighted policy if we would save this $2,880. 

Mr. GODDARD : I would like to enquire as tc 
who is going to operate these Sets. I woulc 
like to say that there is a great sense of frustratiol 
cbtaining among those who really want to do soinc 
thing in  case a hurricane takes place; many of the 
members of the Hurricane Relief Committees which 
have been set up  in  the various parishes-  
people who are able and milling to do something-- 
are actua,lly threatening to resign. They complair 
that the Government is dealing with the matter in  
the wrong way ; there is no public education whatever 
before the hurricane occurs. I feel that with 
visual education, they have a good opportunity, if 
they could get suitable films, to show the children 
what a hurricane really means so that the childreu 
could protect themselves. Nothing- has beea dom 
zbout the matter although the Government has beeu 
told by these Hurricane Relief Committees that thit 
education is most important. The set-up which is 
contained in  leaflets and posters will take h-slf a? 
hour to read. I feel that the Government should 
tackle this matter much more forcibly than they have 
done in  the past. These Hurricane Relief Committee 
are asked to do this voluntary work, and they are 
anxious to do it, but they are threatening to resign 
because they feel that the Government i-S not goin!. 
about the matter in  the correct way. 

Mr. MILLER: I feel that we should do every 
thine i n  the exercise of caution where a hurricane v 

is concerned, and we do not know when a hurrican* 
will take place. I have not really been converted 
to - the  thought that these Wireless Communication 
Sets would serve in the event of a hurricane; but I 
am prepared to support this Resolution because I 
would not like to have it put  on my conscience that 
I could have saved somebody's life by agreeing to 
the txipenditure of this money. I do not know how 
this equipment would really help the people all over 
the colony; it appears to me that this equipment will 
have to be placed at some particular station, and 
if that  is done, I do not know it will help the island 

a whole. Many transmitting sets will be necessary. 
As regards the point raised by the honourable senior 

member for Christ Church about the leaflets, I agree 
that it takes time to read the matter which is supplied 
in fine print. I wish to inform the Government that. 
equipment should be used a t  certain vantage points 
in the island rather than continue the idea of spend- 
ing this money. 

The question that Head X X I X  stand part 02 
the Schedule was put  and resolved in the af6rma- 
t i r e  tvithout division. 

HEAD X X X I I I - A ~ O R T  

Dr. C U W N S :  I beg to move that Head 
XXXIII ,  Airport, stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

Dr. CEKMINX : I beg to move that the Resolu- 
tion for  the sum of $24,544 do now pass. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second that. 
The question t.hat this Resolution do now pass 

was put and resolved in the afirmative without 
division. 

Nr.  BRYAN came into the Committee and t b k  
his seat. 

SUPWEMENTARY VOTES RE CAPITAL 
EXPElNDITURE 

Dr. CUJIhLINS : The next Resolution, Mr. C h w -  
man, is one to place the sum of $42,377 at the disposal 
of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to supple- 
ment the Estimates 1951-52, Part 11-Capital, cs 
shown in the Supplementary Estimates 1951-52, Na. 
5, which form the Schedule to the Resolution. As in 
the case of the other Resolution, I propose to take 
each Head of the Schedule separately. 

HEBD I-PUBLIC BUILDINGS 

Dr. CU1LJ31INS: I beg to move that Head I ,  
Public Buildings, stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT seconded the motion w ~ c h  
was agreed to. 

The items and the respective amounts to be 
voted under this Head were read. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that ~ e a d  VI, 
Miscellaneom, stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEINIS: As regards item 7 "Two Quoy~"  

the sum approved of in the Estimates wab $2,500 
and the supplementary provision required $1,500. 
I take i t  that in the case of these buoys it was not 
known that there would be an increase i n  the cost. We 
have been revoting a whole lot of money here and I 
hope the Government knows that the amount in the 
first set of estimates will cover the cost of the items 
which have been ordered. I hope that a whole collec- 
tion of items which has lapsed has not been pu t  in an 
amnibus R*esolution and brought down here. It seems 
to me that if the cost of the items goes u p  wit&in 
another two months or so, the Government will ha-~e  
tc come for more money. I hope that that is not 
the case with all the items. 

Mr. ALLDER: I am wondering if the con- 
dition of these buoys L so bad that they cannot be 
repaired. I notice that every year we vote a certain 
amount of money for the repairs of these buoys, and 
now the Government is about to buy two buoys. Our 
engineering skill has increased and I am wondering 
if i t  was not possible to have these buoys repaired: 
T do not think that they could be so bad that the 
foundries could not possibly make any hand of them. 
Of late we have been voting money for  the purchase 
O F  certain items through the Crown Agents and when 
the items arrive, the Governwent has to come hack 
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for more money because it is told that the prices have 
increased since the orders were given. 1 haw seen 
some work done by the foundries here-work of 9 

more technical nature than repairing buoys, and, br- 
sides that, I feel that the local engineers can build 
these buoys. 

Mr. CRAW&'OED : What 1 should like to re- 
mark upon is the considerable advance in  the price 
of these buoys. A t  the time when the Estimates for 
1951-52 were prepared, which is not a year ago, 
the estimated cost of these buoys was only $2,300; 
and now, within a space of six or seven nlonths, the 
price has gone up to $4,000- an increase of $1,500. 
I am wondering if it is not possible to get these 
items from sources other than the United Kingdoin 
through the Crown Agents; because i t  appears to nlc! 
that we are being fleeced in having to pay this 
exorbitant increase in  the price of these buoys 
which are being obtained from England. That only 
serves to show how the entire British Vest  li~clian 
Colonies are being exploited by 1'1litecl Kingdom 
manufacturers. The British Government places very 
effective controls on the prices of our commodities 
lised in Great Britain, but apparently it allons the 
British manufacturers to make up for these prices on 
the articles which they import. Allowing for thr cost 
of production having risen, i t  appears to me that this 
increase of $1,500 is extraordinary. TTe sit here soill? 
times and allow these things to pass unnoticed, but 
I think that without making some protest occasionally 
we are allowing people to get away with nlurcler. 
I n  almost every sphere the price of articles ~vhicli 
we have to import from the United Kingdom is, to 
my mind, completely beyond what the people of 
these poor colonies should be called upon to pay. l 
should be very surprised to learu that n-e could not 
obtain these buoys more cheaply from Canada or the 
the United States of America. If one mere in a pwi- 
tlon to check up 011 the prices which n c  are paying 
for imports into this colony from the 1Tnited King 
dom, and the prices a t  which we could possibly get 
the same articles from elseyhere, I an? sure hr ~ ~ o n l ( l  
be amazed at  the enormous amount of nlone? which 
is being wasted every year-money which could be 
used for the improvement of the conditions existing 
among the people of this island, if we were not bound 
by these unfair import restrictions. We c10 nof 1ninil 
buying British pro~icled that the prices of the articles 
are competitive. 1 think that mlrss  \W begin in 
this colony to make a protest against thc existing 
state of affairs, the position will becculr worse rather 
than being improved. T h i ~  is one case i11 which me 
ha~re i t  demonstrated without thr slightest shadow of 
a doubt, that by our being compened to buy British 
we are being exploited. 

Mr. MILLER: I think that the Ilononrable 
junior member for St .  Philip will be pleasecl to know 
that these buoys cannot be made in Barbados. 

Xr.  CRAVCTPORD: 1 said nothing about the 
buoys being made in Barbados. 

Mr. MILLER: The honourable senior member 
for St. John has said that they could be made in 
Barbados, but these buoys are not the ordinary ones. 
The real, serviceable, navigational buoys cannot bz 
made in Barbados. The honourable member would 
make us feel that they can be made here. but the 
type of bnoy referred to in the explanatory notes 
accompanying the addendum to this Resolution can- 
not be made in Barbados. I do not think that $4,00C 
is as cheap as we could possibly pay for these buoys. 

Mr. GARNER came into the Committee and took 
his seat. 

Mr. CRAWF'ORD : The honourable member ha? 
lost sight of the fact that less than a year ago when 
the Estimate., mere being prepared, the price esti- 

[!atecl for these buoys was $2,500. The person who 
;ut down that amount for the buoys did not use 
l i i  imagination in gutting i t  down; he must have 
lad some reason for puttmg down that amount of 
2,300, and in less than seven months there has been 
111 increase of roughly 60%. I am sorry that the 
~bnourable senior member for St. George did not 
ee his way to associate himself with this protest, 
)(.cause unless and until we raise our voices in this 
natter thesr colonies will continue to be fleeced. 
Jnless these buoys are completely beyoild repair, i t  
tenls to me that we should make enquiries outside 
he I-uitecl Kingdom as to their availability and a t  
\hat  price before we spend this money. It is the 
3bvernment 's dutj- to call to the attention of the 
"nited ICingdom Authorities, whether they be the 
lolonial Office or the Grown Agents, any dissatisfac- 
ion that exists on the part of colonials as regards 
his particular policy; and even although we may not 
)c allowed to import thew particular articles from 
)$her sources, yet, if inerely for the purpose of mak- 
ng out a case, enquiries being made as t o  the price 
if these articles from other sources will serve a 
w f u l  purposr. \TTe should let the British Govern- 
ilrnt know that we k i l ~ ~ v  that we have been called 
qmn to pay too much for these articles. 

Mr. ALLDER: I think that the points which 
lare been raised by the honourable senior member 
'or St. George and the honourable junior member for 
St. I'hilip deserve consideration. While it might be 
-rue that the local foundries cannot make these 
m o y ~ ,  I still feel that, as in the case of other coun- 
t~jes. the particular design could be discarded. I n  
jrhcr countries there is a diRerent kind of service 
(11 respect of buoys; in this case, not only are we 
-ring asked to pay morr money for new buoys, but 
me11 the maintenance costs have gone up 100%. I t  
v.oulc1 be a good thing if the Government could re- 
riely the situation and see if i t  is not possible for  
these buoys to be repalred l think that that sug- 
qcstion is a w r y  reasonable one and is deserving of 
some sort of consideration. 

Mr. CRAIVFORD : i was hoping that the hon- 
c#urable introducer of this Resolution would have 
been able to give somo explanatioii with regard to 
t l . ~ ~  coilsiderable increase in the price of these buoys. 
The honourable member must haw the facts before 
him, bccansr we cannot sit here and throw away 
tnouey like this. Apparrntly the matter is so un- 
iinportant that it nercls no rxplanation in this House, 
h ~ t  T c10 not feel so about it. The important thing 
which we haw to do now is to make some complaint 
2bont this statr of aft'airs TVhy should the cost of 
thew buoys be increased bp $1,500 within six or seven 
months? Bceaure wr get a little more money. for 
sugar froiil t!ie British Crorernment occasionally, and 
thr new prices are even below the current world 
priccs, clors it necessarily follow that we must submit 
hlindly to every attempt made by the United King- 
clom to bleed us?  There is the question of the restric- 
tion of imports ancl the necessity of getting goods 
from the TJnited Kinrdom, but we have not got the 
dollars. I have asked for figures showing the dollar 
wrnings of the colony and the Government has re- 
fused to give them; that is. in itself, very significant. 
If our dollar earnings are so very much less than 
what me need for imports, then we can see the fig- 
~!res with pleasure; but the minute they refuse to 
give us those figures, i t  follows, in my opinion, that 
the position is in our favour, that we are really 
carning more dollars than they are giving us to 
spend. Only last year Canadian manufacturers were 
complaining that the United Kingdom was actually 
taking dollars earned by the West Indies and spend- 
ing them on herself and 1 think the figures of the 
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earnings in the Kest  lndies were over twenty-iive 
million dollars. Until the correct position 1s put 
before us, we are justified in call~ng tor more clol- 
lars if by getting those dollars we can get the article> 
which we must have, especially when we can get them 
cheaper than from the United Kingdom sources. I t  
is not expected that a colony such as we are, with a 
constitution such as ours, shouid sit down and sub 
mit spinelessly to this sort of oppression. If we were 
a Crown Colony we would have to take whatever 
happens; but if we are supposed to have a more 
advanced constitution and to be more masters in our 
houses ti1a11 other colonies, then let us protest and 
take the lead so as to help other colonies which are not 
i~ the position in which we are. We throw away an 
enormous amount of nloney because we do llot make 
a show in order to gct articles cheaper from outside 
United Kingdom markets. I t  is either that the mem- 
bers of the Government do not care about these things 
or, in their opinioll, the advance in the price of these 
.hnoys is reasonable; perhaps thtly regard thenlselves 
aa so beholden to the British Government that any- 
thing which Great Britain feels like doing they wil! 
acquiesce i11 it. Every school child knows that the 
price of material has gone up and you have to pay 
mow for i t ;  but nobody would expect that the ad- 
yance in price would be so considerable oyer such a 
a, short space of time as in the case of these bnops 
If the advance in prwe is so considerable in this case. 
you can imagine how tvcA are bcing burnt in respect 
of the importation of machinery. The silence of the 
Government in this matter is very significant; i t  
serves to show that the matter was not deserving of 
any special attention. It does appear that instead of 
conditions becoming better they are getting worse 
arid that this colony mill be further pauperized be- 
cause money which should be used to greater advan 
tage in the colony, is being spent as a resurt of in- 
creased prices for materials imported from t h ~  Unit- 
ed Kingdom. 

The question that Head V1 stand part of the 
Schedule was put and resolved in  the affirmative 
without division. 

Dr. CTJMMINS : I beg to move, Mr. Chairman, 
that a Resolution to place the sum of $42,377 a t  the 
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to 
supplement the Estimates 1951-52, Pa r t  II- 
Capital, as shown in  the Supplementary Estimates 
1951-52, No. 5, which form the Schedule to the 
Fiesolution, do now pass. 

Mr. P. L. WALCOTT seconded the motion whir.1 
was agreed to. 

On the motion of Dr. CWMMINS seconded by Mr. 
E'. L. WALCOTT the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of 
two Rs.olutions in Committee of Supply. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported ac- 
cordingly. 

On motion of Dr. CUMMINS seconded by Mr. 
Cox in each case, the Resolutions passed in Committee 
of Supply were read a first and second time and 
agreed to. 

ACCIDENTS AND OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES 
(NOTIFICATION) BILL 1951 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the honourable senior member 
for St. Thornas:--To move the second reading of a 
Bill intituled an Act to provide for the notification 
c?f accidents and occupational diseases. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I n  moving the second reading 
of this Bill I would like to say that we are now 
talking a great deal about industrialization and we 
are looking forward to the day when we will have 
certain industries set up  in Barbados. As you k n o ~ ~ ~ ,  

bIr. Speaker, with certain industries come certain 
diseases, and we are therefore taking time by t& 
forelock; we are preparing le~islation along the lines 
a s  that which obtains in big copntries which are 
i ~gh ly  industrialized. There are one or  two people 
vho feel that these diseases as set out in the Third 
Schedule to this Bill might be contagious, but most 
d them, wi-th the probable exception of Anthrax, are 
not contagious. Most of these diseases are caused as 
as a result of poisons which come into contact with the 
skin. I beg to move that this Bill be now read a sec- 
ond time. 

Nr.  C O S  : I beg to second that. 
Mr. WlLHlNSON: Sir, 1 think that this is one 

01 those Bills which come before this House but which 
are selclom used. My feeling in connection with ths 
bill is that if it is passed i t  will be put  on the 
Statllte I3ooli ancl we will have applications for more 
i>h~~sttlnce in the Labour Department in order to deal 
wit11 illore n i a t t ~ ~ * s .  I mnst admit that it is necessary, 
in ( NW u f  acciclents and occnnational diseases, to have 
a fllll record kept and someone shonld be responsible 
l ' o ~  that, and, if possible, steps shonld be taken to 
prwrnt  t h ~  reculwilcc of certain accidents; but when 
~ o u  cAonw to the diseases which are referred to in the 
Third Schedule to this Bill1 am sure that some hon- 
ourable meinbers sitting around this table are not 
aware of what they all are, and to enforce a cumber- 
some Act like this would be making a mistake. It 
v ill mean a lot more work for the Labour Depart- 
ment and I feel along with other honourable mem- 
bers, that this Act will never be enforced. I do not 
know if this Bill should be passed in its present 
form, but i t  does seem to me that in passing such a 
Bill we are putting an  unnecessary burden on the 
shoulders of the Labour Commissioner. 

Nr .  GODDARI) : Legislation of this sort usually 
applies to businesses which are equipped f o r  carrying 
it out, but in Barbados there a re  small businesses 
which enlploy a few people and those businesses will 
be called upon to be responsible for carrying out the 
terms of this Bill. I know from experience that ill 
respect of legislation which has been passed for the 
welfare of the worker, a burden has been thrust on 
these small businesses which are really not equipped 
to make the returns that are required to be made 
uncler such legislation. I haw not examined this Bill 
thoroughly and I am not saying that I will oppose it. 
If it is felt necessary for the welfare of the worker 
that this Bill shonld be pat on the Statute Book, pro- 
vided that it does not create a hardship on the major- 
ity of employers, I sliall assist in getting the Bill on 
the Statute Book; but I will await the expressione of 
opinion of some other hon. members. This Eill may 
only entail an additional clerical burden without any 
results being gained. I have not paid very close at- 
tention to this Bill but at  a mere glance at it, X have 
made those observations. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Undoubtedly, on the face of it, 
this Bill looks like a good one, but I am wondering if 
it has come in the absence of the Public Health Bill. 
That Bill has been passed by this House and T am 
wonckring what has bt1coine of it. If you can bring a 
Eill like tlir Ptthlic Health Bill before this Asse~nbly 
and then deride that i t  is unnecessary, what about a 
Bill like the present on2 which is before IS? 1 hope 
that this Bill has not been brought forward because 
they hare abandoned the Public Health Bill; I hope 
the hon. senior member for S?. Thomas will tell me 
something about that. I should like to know whether 
an Order could not be made so that medical pnc-  
titioners could report cases of disease t o  the Labour 
Commissioner rather than pnt  this Bill on the Statute 



Book when the Public Health Bill has already been 
passed by this House. The hon. senior member for St.  
Thomas says that this Bill is something separate and 
distinct from the Public Health Bill, but this Bill deals 
with the health of the people. I t  does appear to me 
that all that i t  is necessary to do would be to get medi- 
cal practitioners to inform the Labour Commissioner 
of cwes of these diseases. However, I only hope that 
this Bill will not be one of those to which the honour- 
able junior member for St. James has referred, be- 
cause I know of legislation which has been passed in 
this House and I have not heard anythiqg more about 
i t  a t  all. I sincerely hope that this Bill mill not suffer 
the same fate. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: We have had this Bill i: 
our  hands and so before us for a little time ~ n d  
presumably honourable members who have read it 
are able to understand what i t  is all about. However, 
I think it is a Parliamentaxy tradition that th.: 
introducer of an  important Bill like this makes a 
proper speech explaining the nature and purpose of 
the Bill and also explaining the real reasons which 
motivated the Government to present it to the Legis- 
lature. In  introducing a Bill of this nature in this 
Chamber, the practice has been that the introducer 
explains as far  as he possibly can, the nature of the 
Bill and the benefits which, i t  is hoped, will be 
derived from its passing. This Bill, I believe, azises 
from one of the recommendations made by the Inter- 
national 'b ,bour Organisation with regard to the 
protection of workers along the same lines as legisla 
tion for the protection of women in  industry or legi.) 
lation to provide holidtqs with pay for workers or any 
similas legislation. This  articular Bill should be 
regarded in the light of ~vorkmen's compensation, 
i t  will provide compensation for people who suffer 
from occupational diseases, that is to say, diseases 
which they contract during the course of their em 
ployment, in  the same manner as people are entitled 
to compensation for injary snstained during the 
caourse of their employment. We know that miners are 
veryprone tocontract certain types of diseases; a 
miner who has worked in  a coal mine or any other mine 
for  25 years may, a t  the age of 4-0 or 45 years, find 
his health materidly impaired, or he may find his 
t apacity for work considerably reduced, but he map 
not have any outward, visible deficiency; he has not 
lost any limb and therefore under the Workmen's 
Compensation Act, he would not be entitled to any 
compensation at  all. On the other hand, under this 
Bill, if you are the victim of a disease which is 
common to your type of employment-if you can 
prove for instance, that you have become ill through 
working with potassium, sodium or ammonium-if 
you can prove that your lungs have been afYecteri 
through working with arsenate of lead, althougll 
you may appear to be physically perfect, a i d  you 
can prove that your health has been undermined 
and your capacity for work has been reduced, you 
are entitled to compensation. Honourable members 
seem to interpret my remarks to mean that  this 
Bill itself will provide the compensation; T think 
it will be recalled that I said this Bill shou!ld be 
regarded in the light of workmen's compensation, 
and I am only trying to explain, as f a r  as I know, 
how this Act will operate. I n  any case, the point is 
that we have not got in this island a., yet, intl~~striek 
in which people are employed and are apt to contract 
any disease. The honourable introducer of the Biil 
is of the same opinion because in his short introduc- 
tion he said that we hope to get industries so that if 
this hope fructifies in the dim and distant futurt. 
we shall have legislation to deal with the situatiou. 
I hope that this hope of our getting these industries 

will soon be realised but in so far  as this prospect 
appears a t  the moment, we might just as  well pass 
a Bill to pay compensation to people who have beeu 
i l ? juwt l  1))- ilons , z J U ~  tigws, because i t  secms that we 
arc l i l i ~ l  to get iions alld tigers at  the same time 
a s  we get industries (Laughter) judging by the 
policy of the Government as regards new indurctrivs 
However, the passing of this Bill cannot do any 
harm, and although we have not got any industries 
in which the people employed might suffer from 
occupational diseases, yet the Colonial Office has to 
make returns to the Secretary of the International 
Labour Organization as to the number of Colonies 
which hare legislation of this sort, those which ha,vt. 
legislation with respect to holidays with pay and so 
on, and if we want to put this Bill on the Statute Book 
of this colony for the purpose of making the records 
appear impressive, me shonld certainly agrw to the 
passing of the Bill today. We are not like England 
where there are enterprises which seriously endanger 
the health of the people TT-ho work in them; weshould 
take eaw to  seiwt industries in which people can 
work for long periods without their health or work- 
ing capacity being seriously endangered. I hop,. 
that  those honourable members who have expressed 
apprehension as regards the necessity for this Bill 
will ncrertheleas accord it their support. 

Mr. BRANCKER entered the House and took 
his seat while Mr. CRAWFORD was speaking. 

Mr. BETHELL : I do not want to say very much 
in connection with this Bill. I would like to say that 
people are more liable to be injured by elephants and 
crocodiles befort. they are injured from being em- 
ployed in the neLv industries which the Government 
is going to set up. 1 suggest to the honourable s e n i o ~  
member for St. Thomas that the Government should 
take steps to avoid accidents taking place 'by elephants 
and crocodiles because they will come here before we 
have any new industries. 

Xr.  rll;~LDEli: I have listened to the speeches 
of honourable members and the honourable senior 
nlemnber for Christ Church has suggested that the 
passing of this Bill will hurt some traders. I have 
noticed that whenever a Bill of this sort is brought 
be£ ore this House, honourable members on the 
opposite Gde of the IIonse who hare to shoulder 
greater responsibility always try to bring froward 
some argument on behalf of the small employer, bnt 
i t  is a, fact that hundreds of former employees are 
nolv at  their homes h a ~ i n g  been incapacitated as a 
result of the occupation mhich they have been pursuing 
in varioas industries and especially on the plant$ions. 
Many of these people have to remain at  home and 
depend on the charity of their friends and the Alms- 
houses; they suffer from ailments which easily 
develop from the use of the fork and the reaping of 
canes and they are now found in the tenantries un- 
noticed by their former employers. I n  some cases in 
the parish which I hame the honour to represent, 
there are some worliers n7h0 have lost one of their 
feet due to working in the cane-fields. 111 those days 
we did not have any Workmen's Compensation Act 
cn the Staaute Book, but i t  was a question of sympathjr 
where the plantation owner would consider h a t  a 
worker got incapacitated while working for him and 
out of the huge profits made by the plantation owner, 
the lvorker was deserving of some weekly or monthly 
contribution. The Vestries scarcely give these peop1.j 
the consideration which they deserve although the 
Vestries are dominated by the same plantation owners. 
I know of a specific case in which a plantation owner 
promised that he would assist a woman who used to 
work at  the plantation; the position now is that 
the woman, who used to pay 8 cents a week for a 
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spot, has been asked to give up the spot. 1 t h ~ n k  
we should make sure that those persons who are now 
working will not s d e r  the same fate as those wh9 
are now livirlg in the estate tenantries and who 
are unable to earn a livelihood for themselves because 
of the laborious tasks which they hard to carry o ~ t  
at the plantations. It is time that we do somethiug 
about this matter regardless as to who gets vexed 
or pleased. I feel that the Workmen's Compensation 
Act which was passed some years ago should be 
made to operate retrospectively for a good number 
of years so as to include some of those people who 
have lost their limbs during the course of their worlr 
and who are still liviug and suffering. I feei that 
this Bill which is now before us is a very necessaq 
bit of legislation, but I hope that the Gove~nment 
mill put  its house in order first; I hope that before 
the Governmcnt ask private enterprise to providtl 
the necessary protection for  workers, they will make 
sure tha.t people, especially those who work in  wells 
and boilers a t  the Pumping Stations, are given the 
necessary protection in their occupation, for which 
they have been clamouring during the War. Up t a  
now these employees are still being met with refusal 
t o  be given certain equipment whicb would safe- 
guard their health, and I know that a t  these Pump. 
ing Stations there are a few men who have not 
reached the retiring age, but who, by having to gc 
down the cold wells and in hot boilers and furnace? 
have been forced to resign on medical advice; they 
sustain paralytic strokes and so on. These matter: 
need attention being paid to them and I hope thai 
the Government will set the example so that whell 
they have to force private enterprise to do some 
thing they will be able to say boldly: "You havt 
to do i t  because we have started to do it ourselves." 

Dr. CUMMINS : The honourable junior membci 
for  St. James and the honourable senior member f o ~  
Christ Church seem to bg unhappy about the names 
of theso diseases which appear in the Third Schedult 
to this Bill. I want to assure thein that as f a r  a: 
this list of diseases is concerned, with the possiblt 
exception df Anthrax we will nwer  have any of thcn 
unless we have proper industries set up. With regarc 
to .the lions and tigers and elephants. we all h o p  
to live long enough to see these animals come in 
but I want to assure honourable members that  a! 
though the names of these diseases seem to bc 
formidable, there is no opportunity of people con 
tracting any of these diseases unless we have in 
&ustries established here and workers engaged in then 
become affected by the these diseases. 

The question that this Bill be now read a seccm 
time was put  and resolved i n  the affirmative withou 
division. 

Mr. GILL: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move that t h ~  
consideration of this Bill be referred to a Select Con1 
mittee. I have spoken with the honourable senior mem 
ber for St. Thomw and I think he will agree to thr 
consideration of this Bill being referred to a Selec 
Committee. A lot will have to be done to this Bil 
so as to make it workable, and I think it can best bc 
done in Select Committee. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to  second that. I do no 
think that anybody could object to the principal ol 
t,his Bill but it should be modified to suit local condi 
tions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that this Bil 
be referred to a Select Committee. Honourabll 
members in favour of that will please say "Aye7' 
those against will please say "No". I think th 
"Ayes" have it. Subject to the approval of th~ 
House, I a,ppoint the following honourable member 
to senre as such Select Committee:-The honourabll 

lenior member for St.  Thomas (Dr. Cummins), the 
!onourable junior member for  the City (Mr. Lewis), 
,he honourable junior member for  St. Thomas (Mr. 
Qapp), the honourable junior member for  St. James 
[Mr. Wilkinson) , the honourable senior member for  
3hrist Church (Mr. Goddaxd) and the honourable 
;enior member for the City (Mr. Mottley). 

Dr. CUMMIWS: Mr. Speaker,-There is an 
)mission on my par t  which I want to correct. It is 
,hat the name of the honourable senior member for  
3t. Andrew ( M r .  Gill) has been omitted from the 
nembers of the Select Committee and I am asking 
,hat his name be added to the list of members of the 
Select Committee. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
)er's name was added to the list of members of the 
jlelect Committee. 

31r. ?iTILBI?r'XON: I ask to be relieved of serv- 
u?g on that Select Committee. 

Dr. CUAfMINS : I n  place of the honourable 
junior member for St. James, I propose that the 
honourable junior member for St. George (Mr. 
Dovding) serve on that  Committee. 

At  the request of Xr .  SPEAKER, the honourable 
n~ember consented to serve on the Select Committee. 

Mr. AbLDER: I f  I am in  order to speak now, 
I should like to say that it is a, waste of time to 
d e c t  this Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The honourable member is 
-&rely out of order. 

Dr. CUWMINS: I beg to move that this House 
do now adjourn until 5.30 p.m. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I beg to second that. 
The question that this House do now adjourn 

until 5.30 p.m. was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division and Xr .  SPEAKER adjourned the 
liouse accordingly. 

STATEWNNT ON ADDRESS RE DEATH 01" 
AllLTOK KING 

On re-assembling : 
Dr. CIJiEvlINS: Mr. Speaker before we resume 

business - I am sorry that the Senior Member for 
the City is not in his seat. I am asking leave to make 
a statement on behalf of the Government in  connec- 
tion with the Address of which he gave notice last 
Tuesday. The Address concerns the death of Milton 
Icing in South Africa. I am instructed on behalf 
of the Government to make the following statement. 

This matter was reported to the Government on 
JIarch 31, 1951, and ever since, the Government has 
been moving in the matter. The Government com- 
niunicated with the Secretary of State for  the Colo- 
nies, and we have the evidence given by several wit- 
i,esses, including two Barbadian members of the crew 
and the accused. There was a preliminary hearing a t  
which the accused-a South African policeman-was 
caharged v i th  murder, and there the matter stands. 

Evidence was given by several witnesses a t  the 
inquest and a pathologist also gave evidence. I do 
not want to go into the details of the case because 
thc matter is sub judice, and I think that i n  accord- 
ance with British Jurisprudence it would be unwise 
and undesirable to make any long statement. For 
that good reason I want to alppeal to the senior 
member for the City to let the matter stand until 
we get further information from South Africa. 1 
thillk he will haye achieved the object of his Address 
in view of the fact that the Government is moving 
in the matter and has obtained the information which 
T have taken this opportunity to give. 

Mr. SPEBER: I regret that  the hon'ble mem- 
ber who tabled this address is not i n  his seat. 



Mr. &~OTTLEY entered the House and took his seat. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker-I am sorry that 

I was not in m place when the hon'ble seni.:r 
member for St. 4 homas made his statement on gov- 
ernment's policy regarding the death of Milton King. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will give the hon'ble senior. 
member for St. Thomas permission to give 'you th: 
statement which he just gave the House. 

Dr. CUMNINS: At  your request, Sir, I wlll 
repeat the statement. This matter was brought to the 
attention of the Government on March 31, and since 
then the Government has been moving in  the matter. 
We had information from the Captain of the ship 
which information was sent on to the agents or owners 
a t  London and then relayed to us through Messrs 
1)a Costa & Co., Ltd. Governnlent reported the mat- 
ter to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and 
there was a post mortem examination and preliminary 
hearing at  whieh a South African policeman was 
charged. Evidence was taken from several witnesses, 
including two Barbadian lnrmbers of the crew, and 
the matter is still before the Court. From the point 
of view of British Jurisprudence the case still being 
before the Court, we are asking the hon'ble senioi 
member for the City to refrain from making a,ng 
statement. We are asking him to keep the address 
in  abeyance. 

Mr. SPEAKER.  I haw given the hon'ble mem- 
ber permission tc, make the statement, and I have 
also given the hon'ble senior member for the Cjt:- 
permission to deal with this Address. But he wili 
not be allowed to make a reply to that statement now 
When the time comes and he still wishes to proceed 
with the Address he will be able to do so. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I thank Your Honour, and 
~ppreciate  Yolir Honour's ruling. I also appreciate 
the statement that has been made, and I thank Your 
Honour for your permission to deal with the Address 
later in the day. At this stage I ask leave to deal 
with the Address which stands in my name-No. 55 
on the Order Paper. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I r a n t  to ask the CTorernmellt 
if they are proceeding further with their ~ ~ ~ s ~ I I c s ~ .  

Mr. ADAMS : Yes Sir. 
Mr. SPEAKER : Government is r l~s i ro l~s  of 

proceeding mith their business T mnst asli thp hon- 
ourable member to allov~ them to proceed. 

Mr. MOTTTJEY: As Yonr I-Iononr rnlec: 

BILL POSTPONED 

Mr. Speaker called Order So 7-a Bill intitnlt'(1 
a n  Act to continue temporarily certain emergency 
enactments. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker-As l uiiderstand 
there is some information that honourable meinbel-l; 
will require on this Bill, I do not propose to continnt 
with it a t  this stage, although I may be ready tc 
deal with i t  later in the evening. As regards that, 1 
will confer with other honourable members. I arr 
therefore asking leave to proceed mith Order No. E 
a s  the next order. 

CLAIRMONTE PENSION BILL 

Leave being granted Mr. Speaker called Order 
NO. 8-Motion by Mr. Adams for the second reading 
of a Bill intituled an  Act to authorise the papmenl 
of an additional gratuity and pension to Frederirk 
Archibald Conrad Clairmonte. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker-This Rill is to 
authorise the payment of an additional gratuity anc 
pension to the retiring Commissioner of Tncome Tax 
and Death Duties. As honourable members will set 
from the Objects and Reasons, the case of Mr. Clair. 

uonte is one of these cases in which the House will 
.emember how the Government has acted on the 
xinciple just now established. I think that hon- 
~urable  members will agree with it. The principle 
1s that a man who has been a Civil Servant and who 
iccording to the strict letter of the law might not 
ae eligible for a pension, because of the conditions 
:xisting when he joined the service should be 
given it. The case of supernumeraries is one such 
:ase-people who did a certain amount of prelim- 
inary work before they went on the permanent staff. 
Now the Governnlent is saying that  i t  is unfair to 
leprive a good retiring Civil Servant of a pension 
3ecause the conditions existing when he became a 
L'ivil Servant made him not eligible for a pension. 
Therefore. when the time comes, a special Act is 
mtroduced. We went further with Mr. Douglas 
Haynes, his case being one i11 which part of his ser- 
vice was parochial service. Or take the case of a 
lnan working for the old Road Board before i t  be- 
:ame a Goverllinent Department I t  is only fair that  
if a man has given good public service he should be 
given a pension. The Objects and Reasons of this 
Bill set ont the principle, The Civil Service has been 
assured that whenever a case arises which is not 
covered by the 1947 Act, the 1925 Art will remain, 
time. 

Dr. C'umniias seconded. 
The question that the Bill be read a second time 

was put and agreed to unanimously. 
On the motion of Mr. ADAMS seconded by Dr. 

C'UMMINS, Mr. Speaker left the Clair and the House 
went into Committee on the Bill. 

Clauses 1 to 3 were read and passed. 
On the motion of Mr. ADAMS seconded by Nr. 

Cox the Chairman reported the passing of the Bill 
in Committee. 

On separate motions of Mr. ADAMS a d  Mr. 
Cox the Bill was read a third time and passed, and 
the title was read and agreed to. 

BITL TO AMEND TEACHERS7 PENSION ACT 

Mr. SPEAKER called Order No. 9 standing in the 
name of the honourable senior member for St 
Joseph-Motion for the second reading of a Bill in- 
titnled an Act to amend the Teachers Pension Act, 
1925. 

JIr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker-This is a similar 
Bill to the one just passed i n  the sense that 
i t  is an  attempt by the Government to make retro- 
spective to October 23, 1947 the provisions of thc 
Teachers Pension (Amendment) Act. As the Objects 
and Reasons show, the Teachers Pension (Amend- 
ment) Act, 1949, was passed to place secondary 
school teachers on the same footing as Government 
officers under the Pensions Act, 1947. The Bill was 
introduced into the House of Assembly in early Oc- 
tober, 1948, but owing to prorogation the Bill lapsed. 
It was re-introduced in December, 1948, and came 
into operation on the 16th May, 1949. Unlike the 
Pensions Act, 1947, and the Police Force and Fire 
Brigade Pensions Act, 1949, i t  was not given retro- 
spective effect from the 23rd October, 1947. As a 
result a,ny teacher who retired between the 23rd 
October 1947 and the 16th May, 1949, failed to g& 
the benefits of the legislation. It is considered equita- 
ble that such teachers should not be deprived of m y  
benefit whieh was clearly intended for them. 

This Bill accordingly seeks to make the pi*@- 
visions of the Teachers Pension (Amendment) Act, 
1949, retrospective from the 23rd October, 1947, 
thereby giving effect to the original intention of that  
legislation. 

I beg to move that the Bill be read a second time. 



Mr. Cox seconded. 
fi. URAWB1081) : Before you put  the question, 

Sir, I want to m y  that I am interested in the state- 
ment about persons being entitled to pensions whu 
were employed in  what has been some sort of semi- 
Government service. About a month ago I raised 
on the floor of the House the position of the retired 
mason foreman of the General Hospital, George 
Headley. He served with the old Hospital Board for 
about 21 years, and after i t  became a Government 
Institution he remained there another two years. The 
hon'ble senior member for St. Joseph said that the 
Hospital Board was not a Government Board and 
that the man was not entitled to pension. He was 
promised by the old Hospital Board that  his case 
would be considered when the time came to retire. 
He retired in  October, 1949, and has applied for a 
perision over a year ago; but he has not even got a 
reply yet. The policy of Government which the hon'- 
ble senior member for St. Joseph enunciated in  deal- 
ing with, the Bill under consideration and the pre- 
ceeding one is'so well established that  I cannot under- 
stand how this retired mason foreman or any other 
semi-Government employee could experience any 
difficulty in getting a pension which apparently is 
now theirs by right. 

Mr. LEWIS: I n  connection with that, sir, I 
always understood employees of the Hospital Board 
were automatically entitled to pension. But I think 
that as far  as carpenters, masons, etc., are concerned, 
they are in the position that although they may bc 
employed for years and years, they are still regarded 
as part time employees. The Public Works Depart 
ment has had to take over some of these employees 
I t  is an interesEng position. 

Question that the Bill be read a second time was 
put and agreed to unanimously. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAXS seconded by Mr. 
Cox, the House went into $Committee on the ~ i a .  

The two clauses of the Bill were read and agreed 
to. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS seconded by Dr. 
CUMM~NS, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the 
Bill in Committee. 

On separate motions of Mr. ~ A M S  and Dr. 
C u ~ m m s ,  ths Bill was read a third time and passed, 
and the title was read and agreed to. 

BD& TO SETTLE 1NCOM;E TAX RATES 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the hon'ble senior member fol 
St. Jmeph - Second reading of a Bill to settle the 
rates of Income Tax for the year 1951 and to make 
provision for certain other matters in  connection with 
the levying of the said tax. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,- This Bill settles 
the rate of Income Tax for this year. As honourable 
member$ will see, the Government is keeping its prom- 
ise to await the publication of the Fiscal Survey be- 
fore changing the rates of income tax. I say that in 
spite of the ribald remarks that sometimes greet my 
references to this 'Survey. But  the Government is no 
suggesting that it may not have to raise the rates in 
the n e h  financial year. I do not want anyone to  be. 
lieve that because we have re-introduced the present 
rate that we feel that the island has reached its tax- 
able capacity. Bu t  Tve have given rt promise that un+il 
we know exactly where we stand from a financial 
Coin't'io~ T'iev? the rates will noTTe raised. I would 
5% that in spite of the frantic attempt that was made 
to prevent this island from getting' mealth out of oil 
the Bovernment is still hopeful that in spite of t l e  

royalties which will have to be paid, it will be possi- 
d e  to get substantial revenue from oil. It is not that 
,he Government is banking on oil to guide its finan- 
:ial outlook; 'but a t  the same time we are hoping like 
?very true Barbadian that we will get oil. lncident- 
tlly, I regret to say a t  this stage that a certain news- 
?aper well known for  its accuracy printed a repro- 
iuction from a Trinidad Newspaper not of the Pro- 
iestant Faith, which painted a more rosy picture of 
the possibilities of oil in  Barbados than was actually 
:iven. So I am informed. It reported that  the Gulf 
Representative said that Barbados was rich i n  oil, 
when he said nothing of the sort. The Fiscal Sur- 
vey is much nearer completion than the last occa- 
sion on which I spoke about it. I have seen a draft 
)f it. If honourable members who I am glad to see 
n that happy frame of mind think we will not have 
higher rates of income tax, I think they may have 
to reconsider that opinion. Mr. Speaker I move that  
the Bill be read a second time. 

Dr. CUMMINS seconded. 
Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker,-I am afraid 

that I cannot congratulate the hon'ble senior mem- 
oer for St. Joseph on the observation that he has 
just made - that the Government is awaiting the 
Fiscal Survey. Not that I do not expect that this 
survey will arrive a t  some time or other, just as I 
~elieve that somr! time or other me will hare a deep 
water harbour. I do not consider that a sufliciently 
strong reason for  delaying the putting of the income 
;ax rates of those in the higher brackets on a scale 
h a t  is much more commensurate with what is rea- 
sonable. People with taxable incomes of E600 and 
~p to %5,000 I think must feel very happy that they 
ire living in  Barbados and can therefore pay such 
ow rates, compared with other countries whose social 
services are superior t o  those of this country. After 
ill Barbados too needs free health service, and we find 
r person with a taxable income of $24,000 paying 60 
:ents in the dollar. Then Government is telling us 
,hat they are awaiting the Fiscal Survey. Why put  
t off when i t  is obvious that the persons i n  the 
ligher income brackets are on much too low a scale: 
nuch below what is reasonable. I would like the 
government to give much more careful and serious 
:onsideration to increasing the scale of the higher 
*ates in the schedule. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Speaker,-I am sorry that 
che honourable introducer of this Bill has not told 
1s what the Government is doing about the "pay as 
rou earn" system of collecting income tax. Every 
vear Government must hear someone say that this 
S an admirable way of collecting this tax. It is a 
mrden to people to pay one year on the income they 
darned the previous year. It would be a good 
method for  Government to employ. By  it I think 
they would collect more without creating 8 hard- 
ship on people. I see that the Government in ik 
goodness has provided that the taxpayer whose 
liability is less than five shillings will be required 
to pay five shillings in discharge of his liability, pro- 
vided that no tax shall be charged to any ,taxpayer 
whose taxable income is less than $4.08. It might 
be interesting to know how this figure was hit upon. 

Mr. MAPP: Mr. Speaker,-I think that one 
of the difficulties which face the Income Tax DeparG 
ment in introducing new methods and new sys tem 
such as the system ~dvocated by the last honourable 
member who spoke is that the department has not a 
big staff or  a trained staff. From questions .tbd I 
asked i t  is apparent that much work and many spt is-  
tics. that aFe forthcpming .not, ,be.caqse there is 
nbra&$uate staff to prep"are them., qany,details and 
much iilformrltion that  that department s h o s d  pub-' 
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lish monthly and quarterly they cannot publish; you 
cannot get them because the staff is not big enough. 
l am glad to see that provision has been made tor 
havmg statistics kept a t  the department and for 
havmg the staif trained by an experienced officer 
from the lnland Revenue Department. The sooner we 
undertake it, the better, I am convinced, and 
l t  has been acknowledged throughout the West 
lndies that governments lose much money from 
mcome tax because of the lack of trained 
staE, and there are many loopholes through 
which people, especially those in the higher income 
brackets slip. &turns for 1949-50 from firms 
when the Companies' Tax was increased were 
less than in former years. Whatever that was due to, 
it seems fairly queer. Sometime back I gave figures 
comparing the number of people paying income tax 
on taxable incomes of 55100, S200 and $5300. They 
showed a considerable increase during the last ten 
or even five years. 1 cannot say for certain if any 
mcrease in the rates paid by those in the top brackets 
~vould bring in a very considerable increase in the 
Government's revenue, because I do not know how 
many people pay on taxable incomes of $12,000 a 
year. I n  these days when we have such serious in- 
fiation, Government should take strong steps to con- 
trol incomes. I say sir, that it does not help infla- 
tionary tendencies in a colony such as this to permit 
people to have such big incomes to their credit and 
leave them untaxed. A person with a taxable income? 
of over $24,000 a year should be taxed more than 
75 cents in the dollar. I t  seems to me that now that 
the British Government is paying more for sugar that 
some of that increase should be passed on indirectly 
to Labour. I do not see how Labour will get i t  unless 
we increase Government's revenue from income tax 
Companies have been enjoying bigger profits as a 
result of our getting more money for sugar. There is 
no way in which Government can pass on some of the 
benefits of this increased price to people other than 
those directly employed in the Sugar Industry except 
ky taxing the income and the profits that accrue 
from it. That is my considered opinion. I have some 
hope in the words of the Leader of the House that 
this Fiscal Survey is forthcoming, and that the Qov- 
ernment will undertake some proper inquiry into our 
fiscal resources and see what steps we can take. It. 
is a m a t t 2  of extreme urgency, and while we cannot 
go about it without careful planning, i t  is true that 
while the grass is growing the horse is starving. Gov- 
ernment should try to  get Professor Beasley to get 
on with the survey so that we can have it as soon as 
possible. 

Mr. ADAMS : Sir, as far as I can ascertain-I 
put it that way because I am merely going by the 
file-if you say that the minimum a man must pay 
is 5/-, it is pretty hard if his taxable income is less 
than 201- to ask him to pay 5/-, because you would 
$6 putting him in a higher class than the R600 a 
year man. As far as the "pay as you earn" system 
is concerned, as the hon'ble junior member for St. 
Thomm said, it will take a bigger and trained stafP 
Fefore we can embark on that. 

Question that the Rill be read a second time was 
put and agreed to mern con. 

Clause 1 was read and passed. 
Clause 2 was read. 
Mr. LEWIS : T am thanking the Government 

for the exemptions they are making in the taxing of 
incomes of less than $400 a year. 

Clause 2 was passed. 
The schedule was read. 
Mr. LEWIS : Sir, I am letting the hon'blc 

senior member for St. Joseph know that I appreciatr 

the fact that while the schedule simplifies the matter 
this year, I am throwing out the suggestion that 
Government might still further simplify the matter 
b y  making the figures round figures. After changing 
from pounds into dollars iix rates that approximate 
the rate on the pound, using the decimal system. 1 
am asking the Government to try out that although 
it might bring in a little less or a little more money, 
and get it ready for next year. 

Mr. ADAMS : These points were considered last 
year and again this year. But it was felt that inas- 
much as we were awaiting this Statistician and also 
in view of the fact that the commissioner was about 
to retire, we should not embark on these changes at 
present. I do assure honourable members that minutes 
on those very points are before me. 

The schedule was agreed to. 
On the motion of Mr. ADAMS seconded by Dr 

CUMMINS the Chairman reported the passing of the 
Bill in Committee. 

On separate motions of Mr. ADAMS seconded by 
Dr. CVMMINS the Bill was read a third time and 
passed and the title was read and agreed to. 

ADIIRESS BE: TIOANS TO INSPECTORS 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, in accordance with 
the notice I gave earlier today I am asking the leave 
of the House to proceed with the Address of which. 
'r gave notice. 

There being no objection leave was granted the 
honourable member to proceed with the following 
Address :- 

The Hozhse o f  Assembl~~ 
to  

His Excellenoy the Governor 

The House of Assembly are of the opinion that 
the facility of loans to purchase motor vehicles, to 
be used in the performance of their duties, should be 
extended to such part-time Government employees as 
the Food Crops and Live Stock Inspectors and the 
Inspectors supervising the weighing of canes at  the 
various sugar factories in the Island. 

2. The House respectfully request Your Excel 
lency to take the steps necessary to grant such loans 
to these employees. 

Mr. LEWIS: Sir, the purpose of my bringing 
in this Address is to ask the Government, if the law 
of the island will permit them to do so, to conside;. 
the granting of loans to these inspectors, similar tc: 
the loans which are granted to Government employees 
for the purchasing of cars to do travelling in jobs 
the very nature of which necessitates travelling. r 
think it is a good idea for the Government to assist 
these people because it will put the.m in  an indepen- 
dent position to do their responsible work impartially. 
If a cane weighing inspector has to get a car on the 
h ~ r e  purchase system from someone who has shares 
iu a sugar factory or who owns one, it might be em- 
barassing for him to carry out his duties impartially. 
I understand that these inspectors have already ap- 
pealed to the Government in  this connection and that 
they have been told that they are not entitled to these 
loans, because they are part time employees. I: have 
a!so heard the argument that they might leave their 
employment. As far as I know, the Colonial Secretary 
could leave his post and go into private employment. 
There must be some method by which the Government 
would get compensation. Government will have in- 
surance on the car in case of accident and things of 
that sort. I can see no difficulty in extending this 
facilitv to these inspectors. I f  there are any difficul- 



ties, 1 would like to hear them. 'l cannot see any 
digculty that will apply to a part-time employee that 
will not apply to a whole time one. Where the Food 
Crop and Livestock Inspectors are concerned, I think 
ihey have been told that they are part time employ- 
ees; but far from their services bemg dispensed with, 
I think that they might become even more essential 
in the future, and in the foreseeable future, since we 
are told that with exchange restrictions that obtain, 
the best thing we can do is to produce as much as 
possible of our own food. They have been employed 
with the Government for a number of years, and so 
have been the Inspectors for the weighing of canes. 
So the question of the permanency of their employ- 
ment is merely a legal one. The average life of a car 
i: I understand five to six years. I cannot imagine 
the services of these people being dispensed with in 
five or six 3-ears. The Food Inspectors are employed 
at  Lancaster Factory, and now that their services at 
the factory are not required for more than a couple 
of months a year, they are used for this inspection 
work. I think that they should be given that amount 
of independence to enable them to carry out their 
work impartially. I f  the government is unable now 
to make these advances to these inspectors merely 
because they are part time employees I feel that the 
sanction of the House is, necessary for the purpose. 
If a resolution is necessary, Government will be given 
the 0.K. by the passing of this Address. I f  there are 
any difficulties in the way I am willing to postpone 
it. I have discussed i t  with members of the Govern- 
~ e n t ,  and they have told me that one of the difficulties 
is the fact that these people are part time employees 
Other difficulties were mentioned-aculties that 
could easily arise with full time employees as well. 
Sir, I beg to move that the Address do now pass. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to 
second the motion that this Address do now pass. The 
honourable member who introduced it has very fully 
set out what I regard as a, most important matter. 
Certainly inspectors for She supervision of the ~veig'h- 
ing of canes at the various sugar factories should 
not be in any way obligated to the persons who not 
o d b  own these factories, but also have money in- 
vested in companies which import and sell motor- 
cars. As you will perhaps agree, there is no more 
important official in this country today than the 
inspector who supervises the weighing of canes. He 
is the person who more than anyone else is responsi- 
ble for tranquillity in reaping the crop. In these 
fa&ories, wlesb the scale beams are regularly in- 
spected by someone representing the Government, 
you know what is liable to happen, and what does 
happen at  times when the inspector comes in a t  a 
moment that the factory manager is not expecting 
him. The labourers are paid by the weight of the 
canes and so are the peasant proprietors. The only 
fault that I have to find is that the number of these 
inspectors is not adequate. It is said that they are 
part time employees, which is oorrect. But we cannot 
envisage any government dispensing with their ser- 
vices a t  any time. As a matter of fact in my opinion 
they must in time to come become members of the 
Civil Establiohment of the island. We cannot do with- 
out them in the interest of the peasants and labourers 
of this i s l a~d ,  As the honourable member for the 
City said, it has been pointed out that these are 
part time people who are not normally con&dared.as 
coming into the category eligible for such loans. 
As we learned when reading Constitutional Law, 
there is nothing that the Legislature cannot do 
except alter the natural orgahs. Like the honour- 
able qember who tabled the Address I do not see 
that there ir;l any serious dBculty in amen-g the 

existing legislation so as to make these inspectors 
eligme to get assistance in purchasing cars. l know 
that certain factory owners and c e r t u  cane weigh- 
ers in this island would be more than &ad if these 
lnspectors did not have the means of going around 
and checking up. That is the type of person we 
will have to deal with by ensuring that the Cane 
Weighing Inspectors will at all times be able to get 
assistance with transport without being obligated, to 
any firm whlch sells vehicles, and without having to 
get one on long term credit. You know, sir, how the 
capitalist in  Barbados has been compared with the 
octopus, with tentacles on every possible business, 
Some of those who have money invested in  the com- 
panies that sell cars also have some iqvested in shares 
in various factories. We cannot allow these Cane 
Weighing Inspectors to continue doing what they 
are doing now. We need them, and more of them- 
although whenever I say that I see factory ooaners 
with long faces. I am happy to support the passing 
of this Address and to second the motion of the hon- 
ourable j~mior member_ for City. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker-I would like to 
hr ~.efreshecll or1 certain points in this matter by 
members of the Government. I am going to deal 
with the cane weighing inspectors. I understand 
that they are given a lump sum to do a certain job- 
for three or four months of the year, and where 
they are concerned I cannot be a party to passing a n  
carry out this work. An officer who gets a car 
cn the hire need not be appointed the next 
year. He may get a better job, meanwhile. 
he has only repaid $70.00. I would like my colleague 
to refresh me on the matter. I am not so well ac- 
quainted with how the other officers are appointed. 
I think that the Address would be more properly 
worded if it said "to such part time officers as the 
Government may think fit." I think that would be 
better than pinning it down to the cane weighing 
officers. I know that transport must be difficult for 
them; but I think that I am right in saying that 
they are appointed for a certain period and there 
is no guarantee that they will be appointed the 
next year. The amount to be paid back over the 
the period of a year would be something like $28.00 
a month. As the honourable member for St. Lucy has 
scid, you should protect these people from the hands 
of those who are interested in motor cars. I do not 
know anything of the terms and conditions of employ- 
ment of the other officers. I am wondering whether 
my colleaguexould amend i t  in the way I have sug- 
gested. I think that that would be the commonsensc 
point of view. How can you ask a man to pay so 
much out of what he is earning over a period of 
three or four aon th?  If the honourable member 
would agree with my suggestion I would be willing 
to vote for the Address. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Speaker-looking 
at  this Address at  first blush one might be led to say 
that you are being sympathetic. Government was 
dealing with the question and found itself in an in- 
vidious position. These two sets of people are part 
time employees. It is  not the name of the post BO 
much as what the post involves. When you schedule 
art officer for the purpose of travelling under the 
appropriate Act so that he can borrow money for 
the purpose, i t  is the post that you schedule and not 
the officer. The honourable member who introduced 
the Address seems to be suggesting that these men 
should be included in the Clivil Establishment. you 
will find that their salaries have been increased from 
g1175 to $2275. I n  other words, their salaries have 
been put on the rate say of a Labour Inspector whose 
duty it is to be their superior officer. I n  the normal 



run  of things the Labour Department would be 
eharged with carrying out these duties. These peo- 
ple were brought in a t  a time when the Labour De- 
partment was not sta$ed as it is now. Thex have 
been put  on the Treasury although they are not hold- 
ing permanent posts. What about other posts of a 
similar nature that a re  par t  time? Government 
cannot bring down legislation dealing with the mat- 
ter on these narrow lines. There are a number .of 
.other posts in which the officers, like these under 
discussion, are employed on a month to month basis, 
You cannot schedule an  officer on a month to month 
basis when the Government itself does not give him 
security of tenure. If you insist that these officers 
~ h o u l d  get these loan privileges you will be putting 
them on the basis of permanent employees, and you 
would have to ask the Government_ to include all 
the part time people who do travelling. Where the 
Food Inspectors are concerned, they go around and 
do cotton inspection. They were employed during 
the war with the Grow More Food Campaign. Lan- 
caster Factory came in during the war and they 
were used a t  Lancaster. They are employed on a 
month to month basis. Tomorrow if this vote was re- 
duced and the Director of Agriculture was called 
upon to terminate the services of one of them, 
he would only have to give a month's notice. 
I t  will be a difficult thing to pass legislation 
dealing only with two sets of people. The 
object of the honourable member who introduced 
ihis Address is to help these officers acquire motor 
cars. That would be more reasonable if these people 
were permanently employed by the Government. 
What I feel would be a good thing would be to re 
consider the whole question of travelling. Another 
thing is that, these people are only required to 
travel for Government a part of the year, d i l e  
the object of this legislation is to help people who 
are required to do travelling for the Government 
every day. You have to be careful to see that you 
are not opening a door that would be difficult to 
close. The Solicitor General is a part time officer. 
He has to represent the Crown at the Courts; but 
he is not given travelling allowance. The giving oi 
travelling allowance does not depend so much on the 
amount of travelling that an officer has to do, bul 
more on the frequency with which he is called upon 
to do it. To do what the honourable member wants 
the Government would consequently have to includc 
all such officers. I am wondering if he had that  in. 
tention. Government considered this matter and saw 
the difficulty of doing it without including all theac 
other people, and that is one of the reasons why they 
cannot do it. We cannot bring in  the part time peo 
ple. I have spoken a t  thia length because I felt that 
some member of the Government should make deal 
the policy of the Government on the matter. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Sir, I have included in  this 
Address two sets of officers. It is open to an j  
honourable member to amend i t  and put in otherc 
if they think fit. There are 24 members of thc 
House, and I have not heard anyone mention ye' 
any other part time officer that is worthy of jnclus 
ion. These representations were made to me. Thc 
iob that these men do is essentially one of travelling 
The Livestock Officers get travelling allowance fron 
t.he Government. Tf you can grant, a man travellin; 
allowance, surelv poll can grant him a loan to bu: 
a car. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : A11 employees of the Qov 
ernment whose work involves travelling are give] 
travelling allowance. Because a man gets travellinl 
dlowance that does not mean that  he can be &a 
2 motor car. 

Mr. LEWIS :'If the Solicitor General has to go to 
Iistrict 8' on behalf of the Crown it is not always 
hat nt: knew i n  advance that he would have to go 
here. Another thing: where the argument that one 
f these officers can leave Government Service ar 
, month's notice is concerned, there are other people 
n the Service to whom that also applies. As far  as 
ncreasing the number of the inspectors is concerned, 

think that the honourable junior member for 
lames will bear me out that that point has got mixed 
ip with the size of the crop. But  i t  is nothing to do 
vith it. As far  as using the car is concerned, 
vhen a member of the Civil Establishment buys a 
tar with a government loan, he uses it for private 
mrposes as well as for his job. To say therefore 
hat these inspectors will only need the car for work 
iuring the months that they are employed by the 
3overnment is no argument. I feel, sir, that having 
,abled this Address and made the remarks that I 
lave made, Government should be given authority to 
.eview the matter. 

The question that the Address do now pass W& 

3ut to the vote and decided in the affirmativr: on a 
Civision as follows :- 

Ayes: Mr. SMITH, Mr. BRYAN, Mr. ALLDER, Mr. 
KILLER, Mr. MAPP, Mr. LEWIS. Mr. GARNER, Xr. 
 RAWF FORD, Mr. BRANORER, Mk. M m m ,  Mr. Gm- 
IARD. (11) 

Noes: Mr. GILL, Mr. HAYNES, Mr. WILKINSON. 
(3) .  

Mr. SPEAK= asked Mr. Lcms to pri3sent the 
Address and he agreed to do so. 

ADDRESS RE DEATH OF MILTON KING 

Mr. MOTTLEP: Mr. Speaker, as  f a r  as the 
Addres standillg in my name is concerned- 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker-On a point of 
crrder. It is with great regret that I have to say 
wmething which seems to be not accepting your rul- 
ing. I cannot as a Barrister, let alone aa a member 
>f the House and the leader of the Government fail 
10 register a very strong protest at  the continuation 
)f debate on thia Address. 

I t  is the greatest contempt of Court that any 
body, any newspaper or any individual can commit 
under British Jurisprudence. I am registering my 
protest at  what I understood is the ruling of Your 
Honour that the honourable senior member for the 
City will be allowed to discuss the Address relative 
to the death of Milton King. I will not remain in 
the House if this Address is debated. Everything 
that the honourable member said in his address is 
already being seen after by the Government, and he 
has been told so in  the statement given by the honour- 
able senior member for St. Thomas. Even thg ques- 
tion of compensation, in  case the verdict w a ~  given 
against the accused is being considered. 

It is an elementary principle of British Justice, 
and as f a r  as I know, it applies to South Africa too. 
Only to-day nurely by  accident I saw i n  a n  article 
n strong indictment of the American system whioh 
allowed trial by newspapers. The article commented 
cn a judgement of the American Supreme Court in 
which it ruled that i t  has no authority to prosecuta 
the newspaper, unlike the British system. 

I n  the Leonard Scott Murder Case i n  America 
ic which two Negro boys were alleged to have raped 
a white woman. newspapers right and left called for  
their conviction. Negroes were excluded from the 
Jnry, and &e higher Court quashed the conviction. 
This article to which f have just refe-, 
drew attention in strong l a n  g U a g e to the 
contrast' between the American Court which sppar- 



ently has no jurisdiction to indict the Press for con- 
tempt, and the British Court which has that juris- 
diction. It is purely fortuitously that l happened 
tc read that article. If a man was charged with 
murder - as this South African policeman is charged 
with murder-in the Courts of this island, the hon- 
ourable member would find himself before the Chief 
Justice charged with contempt for having moved 
this Address. I regret that I had to say what I hava 
a i d .  I did so in view of the fact that Your Honour 
gave the honourable member permission to continue 
with this address. That permission should not be 
given. I regret that i t  should ever happen that a 
member of this Rouse should have to question a 
ruling of Your Honour. He undoubtedly has a 
right to question. Censures on Speakers have been 
made in the House of Commons. But as a matter of 
general principle you should accept the ruling of the 
Speaker. 

With great respect, Your Honour is not a legal 
man, and you would not feel the same way in this 
natter  as I would. It could not be done if this case 
were before the Court in Barbados. We would be 
liable for contempt if we said anything to prejudice 
the fair trial of the accused, and I repeat, everything 
that we as Barbadians wanted to see done in this 
matter has been done. 

I am asking the honourable member not to pm- 
ceed with the Address on the grouni that the dignity 
of the House is at stake if we do something which 
me know is contempt of Court. The Editor of the 
U d y  lllirror went to prison not so long ago for con- 
tempt of Court. What Barbadian is not indignant 
over the death of the King if the circumstances 
we heard of are true t . . . 

Mr. Speaker, I understand that you have given 
the honourable member a promise. I am asking him 
not to take advantage of that promise. I express 
regret again that my remarks are in effect a stric- 
ture on Your Honour's having granted him permis 
sion. If Your Honour did grant him permission I 
wish most respectfully to say that Your Honour not 
being a lawyer may easily have missed tbis point 
that when a case is before the Court it is essential in 
the interest of justice that the matter should not be 
discussed in the way that this Address will be dis- 
cussed. The Law is taking its course. Let us sit 
and see that the course of the Law is taken. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph has made reference to my having 
granted permission to continue with this Address. 
The honourable member referred to my not being 
a lawyer. The entire House knows that. As far as 
my granting permission is concerned, that was 
done long before I knew that the Government had a 
statement to make. Out of the blue the honourable 
senior member for St. Thomas, Dr. Cummins, told me 
that he had a statement to make. 

The honourable senior member for the City had 
mu permission to proceed with the Address. When I 
spoke to him we discussed the manner in which the 
Address should be discussed in view of the statement 
made by the Government. The Address asked for an in- 
quiry into the circumstances of how the man met his 
death and compensation to his relatives. At na point 
did I hear the honourable senior member for St. 
l'homas say anything about compensation. 

I told the honourable senior member for 
the City that all thaq it was necessary 
for him to inquire was whether the Govern- 
ment W= following the results of the case, 
and on the point about compensation to the relatives 
of the deceased. He piomised me he would take 
advantage of that and I gave my ruling. 

It would not take a lawyer to know that it would 
be foolish for anyone to ask for an investigation if 
he was told that an investigation was being made. 
The honourable senior member for the City was only 
prepared to ask if Government was following the re- 
sults of the case and about compensation. I do not 
know if that is an offence against British Law. 

As far as strictures being made against me a E  
concerned, I think that the honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph anticipated me too much. He did not 
h o w  what the honourable senior member for the 
City intended to say. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, exactly where 
you ended is where I intend to begin. The honod- 
able senior member for St. Joseph has come back 
iuto the House full of opposition to the Addresri. 
He never waited to hear one word. I want to say 
that those of us who are elected to this House have 
certain rights. The honourable senior member for St. 
Joseph may be a lawyer. You sir, are not; neither 
em I. There are other lawyers in this country. God 
help t h i ~  country if there were not! I can talk back 
to any man wliethe~ he is a professional or not. If I 
liad stood here and said what he said against thk 
Chair, you would have heard the outcry. It is be:- 
cause you do not look like, say, the honourable senior 
member for St. Andrew or because you are not a 
lawyer that he told you what he did. I thank you for 
your ruling, sir. Have I not got equal rights with W 
honourable senior member for St. Joseph or any 
other member of this House 1 I have been elected herd 
by the people of the City. When the time comes foi 
me to toe the line with anyone let me go out. Np 
bullying is going to work with me. Many weeks ago, 
sw, I acquainted you with certain facts. I asked you 
then whether I would be in order to present thih 
Address. I represent the City. To my surprise a 
letter came to me from South Africa. The letter was 
from one of my constituents who was employed ofi 
the same boat on which the late Mr. Milton King was 
employed. I drew it to your attention and to the 
attention of other honourable members, including the 
Leader of the House. I came to you in your capacity 
as Speaker and you made a suggestion to me. I nevei 
betrayed that trust. But because Your Honour iS 
not a lawyer, the honourable member has come here 
and made the speech that he has made. Whether a 
man is a lawyer or a scavenger, one has to make a 
lwing. I got that letter from South Africa, and 
dong with it a newspaper clipping out of €he "Cap$ 
Times". The letter said that King was beaten to 
death by members of the South African Police Force. 
I felt i t  was my duty to bring the matter up. If 
these were days long ago, the death of Milton King 
would never have been brought up on the floor of 
this House. But I felt that I would have been he- 
traying the trust of the people who sent me here if 
I had been asked by one of my constituents to raise 
scmething on the floor of this House, however dis- 
tasteful i t  might be, and I did not raise that matter. 
1 am pleasantly surprised to hear the statement which 
the honourable senior member for St. Thomas ha& 
niade. Let me digress for a moment and say to him. 
that I know he would be as interested, more especially 
d.ue to the peculiar circumstances of King's death, ~u 
the honourable senior member for St. Philip. The hort; 
ourable senior member for St. Joseph has said today 
that i t  would be wrong for us to go on with this 
Address. The honourable senior member for St. 
Philip can bear me out that when I gave notice of 
this Address, the honourable senior member for St. 
Joseph said he did not think it was right to proceed 
with the Address. He said that he would see about the 
matter when he went to England, and that he would 



write about i t  from there. l heard not one word 
aince then, and now the Government's stateimnt is 
that since March 31 they have had the matter under 
considera,tion. Why oould not the honourable dnior  
member for St. Joseph instead of telling me what he 
did, have told me what the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Thomas has just eaid. Could he not have 
said then that the Government had already begun to 
move in the matter ? The letter said : "we have been 
called up. Several policemen were lined up, and we 
had to pick out the people who beat King." The lettor 
went on to say, "I am ashamed to tell you this; dur- 
ing the time that the detectives were beating King 
I ran  because the word "British" to them is like tr 
red rag to a bull." The honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph is telling us about justice in  South 
Africa. He is telling us about international law, 
and he knows that South Africa does not respect 
hternational law. You could not prejudice this 
man's trial in  South Africa even if 300 witnesses had 
seen. King is not a man like the honourable senior 
member for Christ Church. He is a Negro. The 
policeman who killed him is not a Negro. I regret 
that  I have to bring up all this. If the honourable 
niember had not said what he did i t  would not have 
been necessary for me to bring i t  up. It is Your 
~ ionour7s  ruling. Listen to my argument, sir, and 
tc.11 me if-I am lying or speaking the truth. Long 
before the House went into the three-week recess I 
e6me with this matter. During that period I' also 
discussed i t  with the honourable senior member for 
St. Joseph. This is now May Could he not have told 
me what the Government was doing in  the matter? 
I am asking you to allow me to exercise my undis- 
putable right on the floor of this House. Again I say 
that instead of the honourable senior member for 
St. Joseph telling me that he would write someone 
in England, he could have told me what the Gov- 
ernment was doing. It seems that someone is lying. 
If this hearing had been started- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will rule now- 
Mr. MOTTLEY: To rule now against the Ad- 

dress would be tantamount to being pushed by the 
Leader of the House. There is freedom of speech. If 
he once dominated you, I am sure that he cannot 
do i t  now. The time has come to break up  this non- 
sense. You have ruled on something, the honourable 
s d o r  member for St. Joseph has said what he did, 
and for that reason you are asking me not to con- 
tinue with the Address. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The honourable member is un- 
der great emotion. I never allow my emotions to get 
away with my balance. I had spoken to you pri- 
vately, and you agreed that you would not continue 
With the Address because both you and I agreed that 
i t  would be folly to ask for an investigation aftei 
hearing that this investigation was being made. I 
am maintaining my balance. The fury which the hon- 
ourable senior member for  St. Joseph displayed will 
not make me lose it. You know that you did come 
to the understanding that the only thing about which 
.you would enquire is whether compenslation would be 
asked for. Because the honourable senior member 
for Bt. Joseph anticipated me too much, that does 
mot mean that I or  any other honourable member 
arhotlld lose his balance. Let us all maintain our 
equilibrium. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: When you read this Address 
what about i t  is contempt of court? The Address-is 
iaying that you heard this seaman got killed, that 
we regret that it happened, asking that the culprit 
or culprits be brought to justice and that compensa- 
don  be secured for the children of the deceased. It 
would be contempt if the honourable senior mem. 

ber for Sit. Joseph were the judge and I were the 
defendant. I would get 40 years in prison. I am not 
cue of those people who t ry  to raise racial hatred. 
Some people like to use you; but if there is any 
using let me do the using. The honourable senior 
member for St. Thomas says that the Government 
is investigating. Would i t  be superfluous to say- 

Dr. CUMMIIC'S : Mr. Speaker, i t  seems that 
the only point that is causing the honourable senior 
member for  the City some doubt is the point about 
compensation. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : I am in doubt about the whole 
t h n g  now. 

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 will not allow that. 
D r .  CUBIMINS : If the question of compensa- 

tion is what is worrying h, I will just read some 
ir~ore information which I have. It says: "If the 
deceased has left a wife and/or children or other 
dependents, the question of the recovery of damages 
will be raised, either from the person who caused 
the death or from the Union Government". So you 
-ill see that the question of compensation is being 
considered. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Sir, I do not say that I bap 
no faith in the accuracy of what the honourable 
senior member for St. Thomas has said. I go further 
and say that I appreciate what he has Fead. A11 
that the Leader of the House is objecting to is that 
this Address would be contempt of court. You, 
sir, are saying that i n  view of the fact that the Gov- 
rrnment is making these investigations, there s e e m  
little point in going on with the Addreq .  I have 
gone all over this island, and heard the Leader of the 
llouse and his party make promises. I have heard 
s3me members of the Government Par ty  promise to 
bring domn Addresses about certain things, knowing 
full well that those things were being discussed by 
the Government and that the Government wns 
bringing them down. No one quarrelled about that. 
A man might represent a constituency and he might 
belong to the Government Party;  but he still can- 
not sit and keep his mouth qv'et. He  is still bound 
to give notice of an  Address even if he knows that 
the things urged in the Address are being considered 
b! the Government. A few weeks ago we passed an 
Address about the Cuban Sugar Pact .  The Govern- 
ment had already taken steps about that pact. I 
never thought that the Government was not taking 
any action in this matter. In the circumstances what 
can be wrong with this Address? There is a certain 
amount of parliamentary right for every member 
of the House. All this talk about contempt of court 
is just "hooey". There are honourable members iz~ 
this House who are strongly in favdur of this 
Address. They feel that although the Government 
is making investigations it should be backed by this 
Rouse. Is  there any harm in that? There have 
b e n  occasions when the Government has been carry- 
ing out negotiations and they have actually asked 
for the support of this House. This is an  elected 
Chamber. If anyone had made rash statements i t  
might be contempt of court. But  where is the con- 
tempt in saying that it is alleged that this seaman 
r ~ e t  his death at the hands of members of the Police 
Force in  South Africa? I have not called anyone's 
mime. I feel that after this harangue by the Leader 
of the House that the Address as i t  stands shofild be 
passed. I have mme right in this House, and there 
are other honourable members who feel strongly 
about i t .  

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have ruled against going 
any further. 

Mr.  MOTTLEY: After hearing what the 
Leader of the House said, sir, i t  is not a decent thing 
to do. It is not kind; it is n6t right; it is not 



fair. You have read this Address, and youl; gave 
me permission to deal with i t .  I n  the position in 
which you are, sir, you should stand aloof. There, 
should be no suggestion of partizanship. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the honourable mem- 
ber insinuating? I have already said that I will 
llot appear to allow an honourable member to gener- 
ate heat simply because some other honourable mem- 
ber has generated heat. The honourable member must 
maintain his balance. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that the ~ d d r e s s  
dc now pass. 

Mr. SPEAKER: l will not accept the motion 
xi th  the Address as i t  stands. 

Mr. GARNER : Mr. Speaker-I r*e to second 
the motion. 

Hr. SPEAKER: I have said that I will not 
allow the motion for the passing of this Address-as 
~t now stands in view of the statement Nade by t-he 
honourable senior member for St. Thornw. 

Nr. LEWIS: I rise to a point of order. 
Mr. SPEAKER: bet me hear your point 01 

order. 
Mr. ITjEWIS: My point of order is that the, entire 

speech of the honourable mnior member for the City 
a t  this time must of necessity, be taken as one in which 
he is asking the leave of the House to proceed with 
the Address. I take i t  that Your Honour's rulil?g was 
that the Address could be brought before the House, 
but not that the honourable member could make a 
motion for the passing of the Address right now. The 
Address which the honourable member has beforz 
the House is not in the usual form in which an Address 
is brought before the House; i t  is more in the fonn 
of a Resolution. I am appealing to the honourable 
member to reconsider the matter in the light that 
the Address is not in the usual form in which an 
Address is brought before this House and in the 
light of the information which he now has from the 
explanation which has been given by the Govern- 
ment. He can put the Address in the usual form, 
bring it forward again and, if necessary, we can pass 
it at the next meeting of the House. I have merely 
risen to oint out how I feel about the matter. 

Mr. gPEAKER: I think that honourable members 
are really allowing their heads to become hot. What 
has happened is this : the honourable senior member 
for the City has said that if the attitude of the honour- 
able senior member for St. Joseph were dzerent, he 
would have accepted the explanation which was offered 
by the honourable senior member for St. Thomas. The 
behaviour of the honourable senior member for the 
City subsequent to that point shows that he has not 
been able to keep himself balanced. On the question 
of compensation being paid to the relatives of the late 
Mr. Milton King, the honourable senior member for 
St. Thomas has assured the honourable senior member 
for the City that upon enquiry by the Barbados 
Government, i t  was learnt that the Government *oi 
South Africa will take up that matter. I have dis- 
allowed the motion being put in its present form. 

Mr. CRAWPORD: On a point of order. I would 
like to enquire on what motion the honourable senior 
member for St. Joseph made his speech. 

Mr. SPEAKER : No motion was before the House 
at all. 

Mr. CRAWF'ORX)  he honourable senior m e m k  
for the City spoke on a motion asking for leave t c  
proceed with the considerakion of the Address and 
I take it that any other honourable member is entitlei 
to  speak on that motion asking for leave to proceer 
with the consideration of the Address. 

Mr. SPEAKER: have ruled that the Addre= 
should not be proceeded with in its present form. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Would Your Honour give 
some indication as to the form in which the Address 
should be amended that i t  can be brought before 
the House? 

Mr. SPEAKER : I would not want any particular 
imendment made; the honourable member m m  
imend the Address. It is not within my province to 
amend Addresses. 

Xr.  GAXNER: Am I to understand that from 
your Chair Your Honour told the honourable senior 
member for the City that later in the day you would 
iJlow him to debate this question? 

Nr. SPEAIGE#R: That wasl told the honourable 
member; but after the explanation given by the hon- 
mrable senior member for St. Thomas, what is the 
good of asking for an investigation into the matter 
when you are told that an investigation is being 
conducted ? - 

Mr. GARNER: This Address deals with other 
things besides that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. senior member for 
the City prepared to proceed with an amendment to 
this Address ? 

Dr. CTJMBDNS: I beg to move that this House 
do now adjourn until this day week. 

Nr. COX : I beg to second that. 
Mr. SPE,AKER: I ask the hon. member to with- 

dra)w that motion; it will have a bad taste a t  this 
stage. 

Dr. CUMMINS: At Your Honour's request f 
will withdraw my motion. 
XI-. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker,-I crave pour 

indulgence to move the passing of the following 
Address :- 

The House of Assembly 
To 

H'is Excellency The G o v e r w  

The House of Assembly have learned with 
profound regret of the death in South Africa some- 
time between the third and fourth days of March, 
1951, of Mr. Milton King a Barbadian seaman em- 
ployed on the 8.8. "Strategist" of the Harrison Linc, 
plying between the United Kingdom and the Union 
of South Africa. 

'2. The House are apprehensive that Mr. King 
met his death as a result of an altercation with a 
member or members of the Police Fbrce of the Union 
of South Africa and in a method that suggests fgul 
play. 

3. The House respectfully request Your Exael- 
lency to take all the steps necessary to ascertain thr 
facts of the case and to place them promptly before 
the House, and they express the hope that Hie 
Majesty's High Commimioner in the Union of South 
-4frica will see to i t  that if the apprehension of the 
House is borne out by the facts, that the culprit or 
eulprits is brought to justice and compenslation 
secured for Mr. King's family. 

I must say that I am grateful to Your Honour 
for allowing this Address to be brought forward in 
nu amended form, and I apologize for any heat which 
might have been generated or for any offence which 
might appear to have been caused Your Honour, 
because nothing of the sort was intended. 

Mr. GARNER: I beg t o  second that. I happen 
not to be any conventionalist; I know nothing about, 
being one. I am what I am and I am not trying to be  
anything else. Here it is, this case has been put,tq 
us that a man named Milton King was beaten to 
death by a policeman or policemen in south Af'rica; 
the information was sent to the honourable senior 
member for the City and he has brought forwa-rd 
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this Address in this Chamber so that the case ~ i l l !  for justice not only for my people_ but for people 
be represented in  the Union of South Africa.. What everywhere. This is a matter of pure, human decency 
is wrong about that? A11 over the world where civilized and if you have any culture a t  all, i t  mujt touch your 
people live their fellow brethren are protected, apd 1 heart. It went home to my heart when I saw 
i h i i i s  an act of that sort. We want to let the people 
of South Africa know that we expect justice 
from them; we want to see that the death of this 
man is requited, that the culprits are brought 
to justice and we expect that compensation will be 
paid to his family. The passing of this Address will 
show that we are beginning to realise that if OIIP 

member of our community is hurt, the whole com- 
munity will be hurt, and we have not got to make 
any apology to anybody, be he white, black, grey or 
grizzlea, for what we do. We talk about natjonhood 
and federation; but what federation can we have with 
apologists walking about here in the form of human 
b e i n g ?  We are playing a game; I have every respect 
for  your judgment, Mr. Speaker, and I was sorry 
when I saw that you were being led into going agaitpt 
your conscience. Being a lawyer or not does not make 
anyone respect you any more; your character will 
always stand and you will always have the benefit 
of your conscience. Mr. Speaker, I sa,w the various 
moves being made so as to stifle debate on this 
question, and I will say that I am willing to $0 qnt 
only to jail but to the gallows and to my grave for 
t6e freedom of my people and for free speech which 
is a God given thing; if T have to lose lily life to 
preserve free speech, then you can take my life. We 
all know about the Government of the Union of South 
Africa; we have read about Dr. Malan over there 
and we--------- 

Mr. SPEAKER : The Barbados Government 
will be negotiating with the Government of the Union 
of South Africa and I do not think i t  will serve any 
good purpose to attack that Government. 

Mr. GARNER: I consider those people m un. 
civilized that I do not think I could say anything 
this afternoon to hurt them. Everybody knows what 
the South African Government is;  they do not care 
any'thing about human rights and this Address will 
remind them that we are expecting justice from them 
because we are civilized. There are two sides to ever\; 
story and sometimes you t ry  the line of lea& resist 
imce and i t  bears no frui t ;  sometimes you appear t :  
'be strong and the strong will kill the weak. If you ar+ 
a weakling nobody has any respect for you; but if 
you are strong, people will fear you because of ~ I J *  

strength. We cannot allow people to trample u4 
From the moment the honourable senior member for 
the City hinted that  he would proceed with thi! 
Address, the honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
objected to it, and said that he would rather writ& 
to the Minister of Commonwealth Relations and when 
he goes to England he would see about the matter. 
That  is not good enough for me ; a private chat betweea 
two people means nothing, but when an Address ia 
passed by this House, the elected Body of people wbc 
speak for all the inhabita,nts telling the Governmem 
of the Union of South Africa that we are busy with 
this particular matter, that it has given us some worr-j 
and we want justice done, that is a different 
matter. Nobody will know what results from 
the talk between the honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph and the Minister of Commonwealth 
Relations; I am not interested in that Minister at  all. 
X am interested in  justice being done to people every- 
where they have to go. We have to make this mat te~  
%own on the floor of the House; we cannot sit silentlh 
when these atrocious acts are committed against oux 
countrymen. We must have a strong Government 
one which is willing to protect its citizens wherevr~ 
they are. Nobody will ever deter me from speaking 

manoeuvre after manoeuvre &ing made to outflank 
this Address when, in truth and in  fact, it speaks 
well for Earbadians that they can present a united 
front. I am not speaking as to how I really feel 
about this matter because I would talk all night and 
say very many unpleasant things; but the time has 
not come for me to speak those things. 

I believe in honest representation and just as 
other people have to represent their people without 
fear or favour, we, too, must do likewise if we ex- 
pect to gain the respect of the people; being am- 
bitious to the point of vanity will not do. There i s  
no vainglory with me, I do not want i t ;  I am in- 
terested in doing the job which my people have 
sent me to do. My people want representation and 
I am here on a serious mission because 1 am repre- 
senting an  oppressed people. That expression 
must be made a t  all times whether it suits anybody 
or not. l am not mincing any matters when i t  comes 
to the representation of my people because I would 
not thereby be true to myself. I want to be true 
:o the pclople who have placed implicit confidence 
in me. I congr8tulate the honourable senior mem- 
ber for the City on having 'brought up this matter 
on the floor of the House; it shows that he is taking 
hs political duties seriously. When he is in- 
fmned about the matter he does not sit back and 
do nothing xhout i t ;  the moment he is informed 
about the matter he moves in connection with it. 
However, w%en an  attempt is made to have the 
matter thwshed out on the floor of the IIouse, 
me are mwe or less-well, I do not want to  say 
what I feel about that, but nobody will ever be 
al.% to Wence me, I will die for my freedom and 
free speec.h. I am interested in seeing freedom and 
equality being carried out in this world; 'some of 
us cannot represent the people properly because 
me are seeking equality from the wrong end. 

I van t  to tell the Government that it is not 
only t?,eir duty to listen to us on the floor of this' 
House when WC bring forwaxd Addresses, but i t  
is incumbent upon them when they have any in- 
formr,tion to let us know of it on the floor of the 
Home; if they refuse to bring such information 
before us, and we take matters into our own hands SO 
at to get them threshed out, there should not be 
m y  ill feeling on the part of €he Government. We 
%re not members of the Government, we do not 
mow what is transpiring; we must be given some 
information as t~o wKat is going on. I am sure 
that the family of Mr. Milton King -will feel very 
grateful to  the honourable senior member for the 
City and the members of this House who helped 
him in getting this Address through, because a t  
least they have a ray of hope that this foul play 
which has been carried out against this husband 
and father in the Union of South Africa might 
have a more fair-minded investigation than it 
wnu'ld otherwise have on account of what we have 
said and done this afternoon. I feel that  i n  passing 
this Address this afternoon we are pointing out to 
the world that what was once said of us, that we 
are uncivilized and do not care about each other, 
is now a thing of the past; we have bo represenC 
people by deeds and not merely by words. We can- 
not stop the Africans, but some day Africa$ mil- 
lions will turn on her;  the Roman Empire nsed to 
be, the Spanish Empire nsed to be and the Ger- 
man nsed to  be, and all Empires will come and ga. 
We are telling the Union of South Africa that we 



know its la,ws and its ideology; the Union of South 
Africa with its vicious system 'of treating natives 
and people of colour, will not be allowed by God 
to go on in this world as i t  is going on for any very 
long time. I have implicit and undying faith in 
God and in His purpose in Africa. Today it is a 
question of deeds being done; i t  is deeds that 
will count. At  this hour the whole world is c-illing 
for nationhood and organization but we are b4ng 
left out of the scheme of things because of 4;s. 
unity, because n-r are disorganized. We have not 
seen that this indi~iduallty is carrying us to chaos 
and perdition; I do not care who is a lawydr or 
doctor or what not, you must have us along with 
them because I v-ill count in the scheme of things. 
I do not care about jndividua1it~-. Realising the 
responsibility which has been placed on me by my 
constituents and because of the undying love which 
I have for my people and indeed for humanity 
it was a burden to me when I saw the manoeuvres 
here this afternoon relative to this Address. I am 
gorry that l cannoh go any further in what I 
should like to say; but I will have a chance of doing 
so at  another t i m ~  . 

Nr.  Speaker, I thank you for your patient hear- 
m: ; you and I have respect for each other and if, 
perchance, because of my intense love for my people I 
have said anything amiss to you, I am sure that, know- 
knowing me as you do, you will know that i t  emanated 
fro111 my heart;  I ~ o u l d  rather die for my liberty 
than go down like a weakling. I would rather be shot 
to-night than not say a word on this matter; 
I would rather be shot by the police and carried out 
dead than say nothing on this question. I re- 
spect everybody's view but let us give the black man 
his rightful place under the sun. I wonder if honour- 
oble members have seen the clipping in the Advocaie 
to the efTect that Great Britain has sent people to 
Southern Rhodesia to settle there, but some black peo- 
ple stricken mith paralysis have said that they have 
lost nothing in Africa. Great Britain is finding an 
outlet for her people and these same people come to 
you and me saying, "We cannot get any employment, 
we ask you to help us with something to do.'' If you 
say that you fought for these islands in the TITest 
Indies I say that I want something for my people; 110 
doubt Dr. Malan's only desire is to raise himself to 
an clevated position where he can say: "I am mastei- 
for ever." 

Every honourable member of this House is obli- 
gated to vote for this Address; and I am sure that 
the honourable member who says "No" is not civil- 
ized. I am sure that the place for such an honourable 
ihember is the Lunatic Asylum because he is insane 
and 1 would like to do something with him. T take 
great pleasure in seconding the motion for the passing 
of this Address and I hope to live long enough to 
see the South African people repaid in  kind. I have 
a vivid picture of what is going to happen; the way is 
going to 'be made for the black people in  Africa. They 
are going all over that country. I could go on talking 
for a long time on this matter, but I am going to 
conclude my remarks. Mr. Speaker, I want to thank 
you again for the latitude which you have given me. I 
thank you because you have exercised what I a lwap 
know there is with you, that is justice and fairplay, 
and I am glad that you have overcome the temptation 
of being just a, Party man. G;od has given me five senses 
and nobody can dictate to me;  the day I get to that 
position I will ask God to'open a hole and let me be 

up a million feet below the earth. I am 
glad, Mr. Speaker, that you have given the right for 
justice to be done though the Heavens should fall. 

If I am convinced that a thing is right only God 
Almighty can change me; I will suffer for what is 
right. Mr. Speaker, my heart is relieved when I realize 
that you rose to the hour and justified your position 
as Speaker of this House of Assembly. 

X?. BHdKChER : I t  is particularly appropriate 
that a matter of this kind should be discussed in  the 
barbados House of- Assembly. This is one of the oldest 
colonial Parliaments and nothing could be more ap- 
propriate and.fitting than that  we should have a dis- 
cussion on the high level on which this discussion 
has been maintained, dealing with a matter of such 
v ~ t a l  importance as  that of the treatment of a fellow 
Barbadian in South Africa in a manner which the 
honourable senior member for  St. Philip has charac- 
terized as: uncivilized. An interesting point of law has 
been raised as to whether or not a discussion on this 
matter in this colony while negotiations in comection 
with the same matter are going on in  South Africa, 
would be contempt of Court. I do not agree that on a 
point obviously involving international law, i t  could 
be decided here and now that in discussing some- 
thing alleged to have taken place in South Africa 
which is a .  self-governing Dominion and in which 
there is a system of Roman Dutch law, we would be 
committing contempt of Court. It would take a very 
great international lawyer to give an  off-hand opin- 
Ion as to our committing contempt of Court in o w  
referring to something which is being dealt with 
nncler the system of Roman Dutch law. 

h r .  Epalic.r., this (:P\ : ~na len t  should feel forti- 
fied and encouraged by the action of this branch of 
the Legislature in discussing this matter because if it 
is true-and I do not doubt the source from W hicl; the 
information has come-that the Government has been 
pursuing this matter from the 31st of March this 
year and has been taking certain steps, how much 
better should the Government feel when i t  kno~vs that 
those steps are fortified by the full, unanimous a d  
loyal support of this entire Chamber? We should take 
every step that we can take in order to ensure thht 
full investigation is made and justice secured in re- 
spect; uf the death of a most respected fellonr-citizen 
of c ~ r s ;  we mnst dlow i t  to be known that despite 
the complexion of the late Mr. Milton King, we ex- 
pect that the South African Government will make a 
thorough investigation into the circunistances con- 
cerning his death. I n  this matter representation must 
uot corn0 merely from a Government official or the 
Execncive Committee but from the entire electrd re- 
presentatives of the people in the General Assembly. 
That IS the whole weight and power behind an Ad- 
dress of this kind; i t  is not a question of soft-soaping 
by Government officials, it is essential and vital that  
an Address of this nature should come from an elected 
Chamber such as this informing the Government of 
South Africa as to the feeling of Barbadians in thin 
matter and that we are looking forward to the cessa- 
tion of the system of Roman Dutch law in that Domin- 
ion. we are also allowing i t  to be known that we Bar- 
badians do not allow anything like what has bap- 
penecJ in this case to take place in  respect of ft.110~ 
Barbadians or fellow West Indians without our repis- 
terlng our protest against it. I t  is our duty to register 
our protest against this occurrence and we are doing 
so by means of this Address. This is not the first time 
that we have had to pass an  Address affecting the 
Government of the Union of South Africa and it is 
not the first time that matters affecting the Union of 
south Africa have had to be discussed not only in Bar- 
bados but also in other West Indian islands ; we have 
to let the &uth African Government know that this 
matter must have proper investigation by the SeC1.e- 



tary of State for the Colonies and the High Commis- 
sioner of the Union of South Africa and the whole 
world must know about it. We are told that there is 
no justice clone in South Africa for coloured people 
especially if there is a dispute between coloured and 
whi-ce people; but this is the testing time. We are 
lookiqg forward to reading our hut21 African news- 
paper and finding out what sort of trial is conducted 
relative to this occurrence; there must not be any 
breach of justice or fairplay and that is why I am 
happy to support the passing of this Address, ail 
Address which I commend to honourable members of 
this House. Xot only the people of Barbados but 
those of the entire Caribbean area are watching what 
is happening in the Union of South Africa in respect 
of the death of a most highly-respected fellow-conntry- 
man iof ours. 

A 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I n  opposing the passing ol 
this Address at  the beginning, the honourable senior 
member for St. Joseph declared that since the mattel 
was sz~B judice we should have nothing to say about 
it. If these proceedings are slightly irregular, wt 
can proceed with them on the ground that since South 
Africa has no respect for national standards of lam 
and  justice, we are justified iniadopting any procedure 
regardless of how irregular it might appear in ordei 
to express our feelings in this matter. This matter 
is in respect of the death of a Barbadian seaman ill 
South Africa and we are told that TTe miist not espresr 
any opinion on it because an individual is on trial in 
%uth Africa regarding the matter. IIowever, in this 
House the honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
has risen from his seat and discussed a matter which 
is before the Law Courts-I refer to the Christian 
Mission case. (A MEMBER : That is not true). 

Mr. SPEAKER : The honourable member should 
not make those remarks when the honourable senio~ 
member for St. Joseph is not here. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : If you refer to the Oficiar 
Gazette you will find that on more than one occasion 
reference has been made to this case in this House 
However, I repeat that the Courts of South Africa 
maintain no proper standards of law and justice when 
i t  comes to the trial of a white South African who i: 
charged with the murder of this seaman; they knon 
nothing about what is right or wrong and within E 

few weeks you will hear that the particular individua 
has been discharged and that the case has been throw 
out. Under the present regime none of us would eve1 
hear that a white South African has been punishec 
for the murder of a West Indian citizen. When this 
i nc ide~ t  first took place it aroused considerable com 
ment in London. Even before the honourable senio~ 
member for the City brought up the matter here, l 
remember that a Barbadian student, Mr. Griffith senl 
a letter to the "Advocate" in which he expressed tht 
utter /astonishment and horror of the coloured peoplt 
i n  London over the affair and expressed the hope thaj 
some honourable member would raise the matter ir 
this Chamber in an attempt to see that justice is done 
The honourable senior member for the City war 
promised that the matter would be raised with tht 
Commonwealth Relations Minister ; but I ask you, Mr 
Speaker, whether in  your opinion, a little privatl 
party between the honourable senior member for St 
Joseph and the Minister of Commonwealth R.elation 
will have the same effect as a protest duly passed h! 
this legislative Body can and will have. It is a far, 
that after the honourable senior member for the Cit; 
expressed his determination to raise the matter here 
the Government took i t  u p ;  but we have heard fo. 
the first time today that they protested against thc 

:nurder of this seaman and that they have asked for 
:ompensation for his family. I t  is highly possible that 
if these facts had been put before the honourable 
mior member for the City and if i t  had not been for 

the action of the honourable senior member for St. 
Joseph, the debate might have taken a different turn. 
I am in complete agreement with the subinissions 
made by previous speakers who have siupported the 
passing of this Address, m d  in the special circum- 
stances of the case, I oRer no apology for joining in 
what might be regarded as an irregularity in discuss- 
ing a matter of this sort just now since it is engaging 
the attention of the law Courts in South ~Lfrica. 

I think that this Address sets out the details oi' 
the case as accurately as we know them, judging 
from the newspa,per reports which we have had. I 
am sure that our action here this afternoon in re- 
cording our protest in this manner must have some 
effect not only on the proceedings in the Law Courta 
in S m t h  Africa, 'but at  least on the attempts to give 
some sort of compensation to> the wife and children 
of this man who has been murdered. The fact that 
we have seen fit to protest a,gainst what might be 
regarded by the Malan regime as an insignificant 
affair, the fact that we have taken up the matter a d  
discussed it, must in some little measure be of assis- 
tance in securing some sort of compensation for the 
relatives of the v~ctirn of this murder in South Africa. 
Moreover, i t  makes our people feel that in case of 
violence or injury or unfair treatment, there are 
pmple in this colony who are prepared to say n 
word or two in respect of their rights. I am sure 
that every Barbadian seaman, when he sees or heam 
or reads what has happened here with regard to 
this incident, will appreciate the ineffective efforta, 
perhaps, which we have ma,de in order to express 
horror and dissatisfaction on the part of the people 
of Barbados in regard to the treatment which has 
been meted out to this unfortunate son of the soil. 
There can be nothing but utter contempt for the 
attitude of interference with the expression of 
opinion which this Address seeks to convey in respect 
of this particular matter; there i s  no justification 
for a q r  member of this Chamber refusing to associate 
himself with the passing of this1 Address on the 
ground that this matter is being discussed in the 
Law Courts in South Africa. The South African 
Government does not care what the British Govern- 
ment does about this matter fa r  less what a West 
Indian Government does about it. Technicalities do 
not a&& the South African Government; with tkei;. 
policy of racial superiority, all they are concerned 
about is dominating and eliminating, if necessary, 
the coloured natives and i t  behoves an Assembly 
comprised as we are, to take every possible step to 
express our complete disgust and our utter horro: 
at  the policy of the Qovernment of South Africa not 
only i11 this particular respect but with regard to 
the treatment of our natives. 

Mr. Speaker, the ground has already been well 
covered, but there are other honourable members 
.rho would like to speak on this matter and if we 
shorten our remarks i t  is not because we do not feel 
stlangly about the matter, but i t  is out of respect 
for the lateness of the hour. If honourable members 
are somewhat inconvenienced by this prolonged session 
I submit that in a mattep of this sort we should be 
prepared to make any  abnormal sacrifice in order to 
make our protest as strong and as effective as the - 
circnmstances demand. I have much pleasure in 
~upport ing this Address and I should like to express 
my profound sympathy for those members of the 



p-- 

MAY 22, 1951 839 

Assembly who, for purely personal reasons and or 
F because they do not want to offend certain people in 

this community, refuse to support this Address this 
afternoon, and are sheltering 'behind a legal tecnicality 
that because the matter is before the Law Courts in 
South Africa, this Assembly should not comment on : it. I would mention that in America, the newspapera i , try murder cases long before they axe tried in tht? 
Law Courts; day after day the newspapers actually 
pass sentence on persons long before they are tried 

;I I in the Law Courts and in cases of this sort what I 
it f have stated is a common thing in London. I recall 

C now that organizations in London, in the heart of 
m the Empire have been holding public meetings in 

connection with this incident and sending indirect 
protests to the South African Government. Finally 
I want to emphasize that nothing we can do here 
i n  so far  as irregular practice is concerned, can be 

. regarded as unjustifiable so long as we happen to be 

dealing with the inhuman Wvernment of South 
Africa. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that this 
Address do now pass. Honourable members in favour 
of that will please say "Aye", those against will 
please say "No." I think the "Ayes" have it. I will 
ask the honoura,ble senior member for the City and 
honourable senior member for St. Philip to present 
this Address. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : As Your Honour pleasea 
Mr. GARNER: As Your Honour pleases. 

Dr. OUMMINS: I beg to move that this House 
do now adjourn to this day week a t  3 p.m. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT seconded the motion which 
was agreed to, and Mr. SPW~~CR adjourned the H o w  
accordingly. 




