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THE , 

Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) 

i HOlUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

I :' 

Ttcesday, 16th October, 1951. 

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem- 
bly met at 3 o'clock p m .  today. 

Present 

His Honour Mr. I<. N. R. HESBANDS, (Speaker) 
JIr. J .  E. T. BRANCKER, Dr. H .  G. CUMMINS, N.D. ,  
C.M., His Honour Mr. A. E .  S .  LEWIS, (Deputy Xpeak- 
er) Messrs. M. E .  Oox, D. D. GARNER, FI. L.. WAL- 
COTT, R. G. MAPP, L. E.  R .  GILL, and J. A. HAYNES, 
B.A . 

Prayers were read. 
3Iessrs. E .  K. WALCOTT, ~ D A J ~ S ,  XXITH and 

QOWDINU entered the House and took their seats. 

The Xinutes of the meetin2 which was held on 
the 2nd October, 1952, having 'been circulated, were 
taken as read and confirmed. 

DOCUMENT 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have rereived the following Docu- 
ment :- 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditure in re- 
spect of Highways for  the parish of St. Andrem for 
the period April 11950 to March 1951. 

IIESSAGE FRON THE IJEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

Xr. SPEAKER:  I also have the honour tc 
iiiform the House that I have received a 3Iessage fron 
the Honourable the Legislative Council returning tht 
Rill to amend the Factories Act, 1947, with amend 
ments. 

MESSAGE FROM T H E  GOVERNOR! 

Mr. ADABIS : Mr. Speaker,-I have the honoui 
to present from His Excellency the Governor a Mes 
sage as follows:- 

VIESSAGE NO. 37/1951, 

His Excellency the Goverwr 
To 

The Honourable The Howe of Assenzbly 

His Excellency the Governor has the honour t o  
iclinowledge the receipt of the Address dated 5th June 
horn the Honourable the House of Assembly and to 
nform the Ilonourable House in  reply that under the 
%epresentation of the People (Miscellaneous Provis- 
uns) Act, 1951, provision has been made for the 
~ayment  of expenses of elections for the General As- 
iernbly from funds of the Central Government. 

ALFRED SAVA4GE, 

Governor. 
2overnnlent House, 

Bridgetown, 
1.5th October, 1951. 

PETITION 

Xr. DOWDIKG: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to pre- 
sent a Petition from the Commissioners of Highways 
of St. George praying the House to pass a Bill au- 
thorising them to increase the salary and travelling 
allowance of the Inspector of Highways of the said 
parish. The Petition is respectfully worded and I ask 
that i t  be taken as read. 

The petition was taken as read. 
Xr.  GODDARD entered the House and took his 

seat. 

NOTICES 

Government Notices were given as follows :- 
Mr. ADBhfS: Resolution to place the sum of 

$33,100 at  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Conlmittee to supplement the Estimates 1951-52, 
Par t  I-Current, as sho~vii in the Supplenientary Esti- 
mates 1951-52, No- 31, which form the Schedule 
to the Resolution. 

Mr. ADAX3 : Resolution to place the sun1 of 
$8,000 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Comnittee to supplement the Estimates 1951-53 
Par t  11-Ca,pital, as shown in the Supplementary Esti- 
mates 1951-52, No. 32, which f o y  the Schedule to 
the Resolution. 



Mr. A D U S  : Bill intituled an  Act to make pro- 
vision for the appointment of a Puisne Judge and to 
prescribe his powers and dl~ties. 

Dr. CUlViZI11iNS : B111 intitu~ecl ,an Act to amend 
the Shops Act 1945. 

Nr. ADAMS: To move the House illto Com- 
mittee of Supply a t  its next meeting in order to con- 
sider the money Resolutions of which I have just 
given notice. I11 connection with the first Resolu- 
tion, 1 would like to say for the benefit of the hon. 
junior member for S t  George, that this money is to 
give backpay to the labourers at Dodds and Seawell 
plantations. The other Resolution is to provide back- 
pay for those persons who work a t  the Agricultural 
Stations. I n  fact, in  view of the urgency of these 
Resolutions I shall ask the leave of the House to deal 
with them in all their stages today. 
A Private Member's Notice was given a s  follows :- 

Mr. DOWDING: Bill to authorise the Commis- 
sioners of Highways of the parish of St. George to in- 
crease the salary and travelling allowance of the In- 
spector of Highways of the said parish. 

BILLS R8EAD A FIRST TIME 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS seconded by 
Dr. CU&IAIINS, the Bill to make provision for the ap- 
pointment of a Puisne Judge and to prescri'be his 
powers and duties, was read a first time. 

On the motion of Dr. CUMMINS, seconded by Nr. 
F. L. WALCOTT, the Bill to amend the Shops Act 1945, 
was read a first time. 

On the motion of Mr. DOWDTNG seconded 'by Mr. 
E. K. WA~COTT, the Bill to authorize the Commis- 
sioners of Highways of the parish of St. George to 
increase the salary and travelling allowance of the 
Tnspector of Highways of the said parish, was read a 
first time. 

COMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph :-To move the House into Committee 
of Supply to consider the grant of snms of money 
for the service of the Colony. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Dr. 
CUMMINS, Mr. SPBAXER left the Chair and tlhe House 
went into Committee of Supply, 31r. SMITH being in 
the Chair. 

Nessrs. BRYAN, C R B ~ O R D ,  M O T ~ Y  and ALLDER 
entered the House and took their seats. 

COST OF LIVING AbLOWANCE TO GOVERNMENT 

EMPLOYEES 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to postpone the first 
two R4esolutions. 

There being no objection, l e a ~ e  was granted the 
honourable member. 

Mr. ADAJIX: The next Resolntion, Mr. Chair- 
man, is one to place the sum of $3'70;000 a t  the dis- 
posal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to sup- 
plement the Estimates, 1951-52, Par t  I ,  Current, as 
shown in the Supplementary Estimates 1951-52, No. 
26, which form the Schedule to the Resolution. 

Before I begin, I wish to apologize to the Com- 
mittee if I am comparatively inaudible; I got out of 
bed this afternoon a t  3.20 to come here. That was not 
through laziness but on account of influenza. How- 
ever, I shall endeavour to put  this programme of the 
cost of living proposals of the Government as fully 
as possible and as lucidly as I may be able to put 

them. In  dealing with these Resolutions that are be- 
kore the Gommmee, 1 shall do more than i t  is usual 
tu do on occasions oi this sort; 1 shall do what may 
appear to be extraordinary, that is, i n  Lne course of 
d3hlng tile Gomm~ttee to accept these proposals I will 
glre some lndicatlon as to the financial position of 
tne colony. I n  doing so I shall 'be almost anticipat- 
ing my .trndget bpeech in Narch next. l belleve l 
am entitled to say that because 1 am told that even 
if my friends win the coming Election they will still 
propose that I conduct Government Business. 
(Laughter). Honourable members know that a 
s h o ~ t  tlme ago the Civil Service Association ap- 
proachecl the Gorenlnlent with a view to persuading 
the Government-the began vAth persuasion-to 
grant the Civil Servants a cost of living allowance in 
virv of the riaing cost of living. The devaluation of 
the po~mci sterling as mentioned by them and sundry 
matters have caused an  increase in  the cost of living 
not merely to Civil Servants but to all sections of 
+Iw c.oimnunity. The proposals of the Civil Service 
Association entailed an expenditure of $1,3QO,0001 for  
all sections of the Civil Service for  which they were 
a~liing for this allowance. Inasmuch as a request of 
this sort was based on the rising cost of living, the 
Government could not see its way to grant a cost of 
living allowance assessed at  4070 in respect of the 
lowest inc.ome groups, 30 C/o on incomes between S100 
and ;E200 and 15 :/L on incomes between g200 and 
S300. At this stage I would like to give a stern 
.\r arriing to the Civil Skrvants; to adopt the method of 
the Barbadian fisherman who will say that a fish is 
vorth a shilling hut he is not passing 18 cents is 
stupid. If you have a good case, prepare it properly 
and ask for what you mean: do not ask for a bigger 
smn than that because you feel that your employer 
is lil i~ly to bargain with you and cut you down. I 
am told that the Civil Service Association did not 
c-spect to get any 40% but they asbecl for 40% be- 
lirviny that in the course of bargaining with the Gov- 
imnent they vould yet something like 25 O/o or 20 %. 

The Gorernmcnt looked at this matter as it should 
be looked at  - making the dollar which the Civil 
Servants got i11 1948 worth a dollar today. To ask 
for a 40% cost of living allowance when the cost of 
living had not gone anywhere near 40% wwas unreas- 
onable; we vonsidered the matter in Executive Com- 
mittee ii11d appointed a Sub-committee of the Execu- 
tive Committee conipl-ising the Honourables Mr. 
Cuke, Sir John Saint, the honourable senior member 
for St. Peter and the Acting Financial Secretary 
Capt. Bryan, to deal with it. 

I shall interject at  this stage to refer to the 
c4ticism that we haw ignored the Whitley Council 
autl it has h e n  suggested that we have ignored 
tl1c C'k-il Service ,\ssociation. That is quite in- 
awnrate .  This Sn'b-eomniittce of the Executive 
('oninlittee receiwd a delegation from the Civil 
S:lr~.i(se Association, and the honourab'le senior mem- 
her for St. Peter who, I 'believe, wig speak on this 
])latter. will tell the Committee that it is not true 
even to suggest that the Whitley Council, most of the 
i n m ~ b ~ r s  of whirh comprised the personnel of the 
dt legation, did not have an  opportunity of presenting 
th& case to the Executive Committee. I will leave 
the honourable senior-member for St. Peter to deal 
with that aspect. of the matter in case the accusation 
is: repeated on the floor of this House. T f  the Gov- 
ernment failed to accept the figures of the Civil Ser- 
vice Association and adopted figures of its own and 
did not send the matter back to the Whitley Coun- 
cil. it was, because of the desire to pet the mattelr 
before the Rouse as speedilr as possible; in fact, the 
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promise was made to the Civil Service Association 
that we wo~zld get the matter before the Ilouse beiore 
the end of September. The delegation from the 
Civil Service Association met the Sub-committee of 
the Zxecutive Coinnllttee and expressed their views; 
the sub-committee recorded in  their report to the 
h11 hxecutive Committee that although they did not 
accept the principle of tying the cost of living allow- 
ance on to the cost of living index, it was inevitable 
that they would, in any event, consider it. I say 
nothing today as to whether I am on this side or on 
that side where the question of fixing wages accord- 
lxlg to the cost of living index is concerned. Econo- 
mists differ and I agree that some of these differed 
from the others. The request from the Civil Service 
Association was based on the fact that the cost of 
living had gone up and therefore the cost of living 
had to be examined; although the Sub-committee of 
the Executive Committee did not accept the principle 
of tying the allowance to the cost of living index, they 
nerertheless examined it and discovered that up to 
the latest figures, the cost of living had increased by 
roughly 16 70.  I t  was as a result of that, although 
there was a minority Report suggesting that the 
figure should 'be 20 % in  the lowest brackets, that the 
Government sent down the Resolution as i t  was a 
few Tuesdays ago. The cost of living was 15 % , the 
other things were more or less arbitrary and that is 
why honourable members had the cyclo-styled copies 
in respect of 15% on the first M80 or part thereof. 
7l/z % on the second $480 and 5% on the third $480 
Although the Government was convinced that that 
was fair because it represented the increase in the 
cost of living, restoring the dollar to the 100 cenb 
11 hich i t  was worth in 1948 when the salaries were re- 
viewed, the Government nevertheless reviewed the 
general position of the colony because i t  was sugges- 
ted that if the cost of living WEN 15% when the Res- 
olutions were sent down, it would be sure to rise 
therefore the Government should give a greater per. 
centage of cost of living allowance than was repre. 
sented by the figures which we had at  the time when 
the Resolutions were sent clown. We should antici. 
pate the rise in the cost of living which will takc 
place nest year. The Government investigated thc 
financial position and in spite of what one may reac 
in the Press about the vast sums of money which arc 
there due to income tax vhich we collected and W( 

should not have collected so much, i t  is a fact thai 
if in these proposals we had gone up  to 25 70 or any 
thing of that nature, nnless we were prepared tc 
smut around for every conceivable source of addi 
tional taxation, the social services TT-ould have to bi 
curtailed if not completely stopped for a number o 
years; tbe programme of capital works mould com 
to an end for the next five years. It is true we conlc 
make a capital levy on honourable members on tha 
s i d ~  of the House and their friendq; but i t  is not thc 
language of exaggeration to say that if we had sen 
down some arbitrary sum above this Resolution m 
would be discriminating in favour of Civil Servants 

Eesolution was a stupid one; it is preposterous to 
ccuse thls Government of ignoring the needs of any- 
oily. However, if the figures had been available 
riginally, we would have come down with a Resolu- 
ion based on an increase in the cost of living by 
O $ c  instead of 13 '/c. Since the Government has 
ecided to send down these new figures, they have 
eel1 put before the MThitley Council and the Whitley 
'ouncil has accepted them, so that I hope when hon- 
urable members begin to speak they will bear that 
I mind. The persons who are affected are satisfied 
~ i t h  the present decision, but although that is so, if 
onourable members intend to attack the Government, 
hey ~vill  attack i t  nevertheless. As long as you w e  
u politics and you are in  the Government, you have 
o bear the slings and arrows of the Opposition, es- 
~ecially when i t  is among the members of your own 
'arty. . 

I shall not speak a t  great length on matters which 
x r e  the background both from the point of view of 
he Civil Servants and our point of view ; 'but l will 
ay that the Civil Service Association made certain 
uggestions to the Government as to how this addi- 
ional money might be obtained. If necessary, when 
hose points are again raised, I shall deal with them 
&hough the fact that the Civil Service Association, 
ncluding that rude I)ivision, having agreed with the 
ruvernment 'S decieion, will make those points largely 
)f academic interest now. However, inasmuch I 
lave promised to give honourable members what may 
)e called a preview of the financial position of the 
'olony iu order to assure them that the Coverment  
n sending down these proposals had to take into con- 
ideration its financial position generally, I shall now 
mefer to that aspect of the matter. I hope I will en- 
tble honourable members to temper their criticism 
vhen they will have had a more accurate knowledge 
)f the facts as far  as the financial position of the 
~01011~- is conrerned. 

l 

, 

' 
. 
, 

; 

- 
L 
- 
3 

; 

I ,  

3 

t I  

- 
1 

3 

E 
e 
1 
t 

t 
e 

The figures show that the cost of living has increawd 
from 1'5 % to the neighbourhood of 20% and we have 
therefore decided to a+ leave of this Committee to 
amend this Resolution and base it on the fipnre of 
20 % instead of 15%. 

T want to emphasize that add res s in  rude and 
crude remarks to a Government does not help yonr 
( m e  nor does it mean that the Go~ernment ~ o i n o .  to 
nive wav to your rud~ness :  I am snpgestine to the 
Civil Servants that thev t q -  and 'be more dignified 
~ n d  not to mss  am- Resolution of the crude sort TT-hich 
thrv passed to the Government the other clay. That 

?he proposals of the Civil Service Association 
,voulcl have entailed an expenditure of $1,300,000. 
I'hat Association does not seem to have reflected on 
natters which 1 am going to mention; out of a 
"evenue of roughly $10,000\000, the Civil Servants 
lave already received five and a half million dollars 
lccording to last year's figures. It h* to be borne 
in mind that  more than 50% of the revenue of this 
?olony is allocated to the payment of salaries. The 
xiginal proposals of the Government would have 
entailed an expenditure of $490,000; the present 
proposals where the Civil Servants are concerned, 
r~ould have come to $574,206, but we considered that 
r,r should add the Ecclesiastical people mhich, it isl 
true, does not amount to much more than $6,240. The 
rontract officers amount to $468 and the allowance 
for pensioners, $39,270, making a total of $620,184. 
In addition to that, the Government has expenditure 
n hich will also go up as a result of the cost of living; 
there is the quest.ion of heat, light, fuel, printing, 
cstationerv and so on: that was not thought of by tht! 
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Institutions, which will  SO cost more, but the Civil 
Fenice Association did not take that into consider& 
tion. The increase between 39.50 and 1951 amounts 
to $258,454 which is a huge sum; with the proposals 
before us, the increased cost mill be $6100,000 which 
covers the salaries but does not cover the additional 
expenditure which the rise in the cost of living is 
~rbing to add to the bnrden. I t  is not possi'hk to 
m;lke all acnnrate assessment in relation to next year's 
wtimatcs hut lx-ithin the ~ a s t  f e ~ ~  T T W ~ S  T T ~  haw? 
h ~ r n  able, by watching carefnlly the monthlv eqtim- 

Civil & v i c e  Association. We have to maintain sup- 
 lies at  the General Hospital and other Government 



ates  of revenue a n d  expenditure, to  k11ow fairly ac- 
curately what the position is likelx to be i n  the com- 
i n g  year. Some honourable members may remember 
tha t  i n  the Memorandum which accompauied the Es- 
timates last February, the revenue from C u s t o m  and 
Excise was determined on a conservative basis having 
regard to what we thought would be a crop of 173,000 
tons. I vi l l  be a s  f rank as  possible although I will 
give amnnmition to  honourable members on my im- 
mediate left. It is easy fo r  some writers i n  the Press 
who, for some reason or other, seemed to  be d e p r i ~ e d  
of the power of concentrated thought, to say "Look 
hoou mnoh money you have in  the Treasnry, look a t  
the surplus you are getting," and confuse two things 
which should be kept as f a r  apar t  a s  the Poles-recur- 
rent revenne from year to year and general revenue 
balanee. Estimating that  the crop would be 173,000 
tons at  the time when the Budget was introduced, we 
sent don-n these estimates of revenue and expenditure, 
and  honourable members will remember that we bud- 
geted for a snrplus of $130,000. As a matter of fact, 
a s  hononrable members know, the crop instead of be- 
lug 173,000 tons was 187,000 tons; therefore we got 
additional revenue. I n  addition to that,  the  Korean 
W a r  canir along; the threat  of W a r  became greater 
than  i t  n ds a t  the time of the Budget. The merchants 
in  Briclgrtown wisely began stock piling and the Cus- 
toms re% enue went u p  ; so that  instead of a surplus of 
$130.000. i t  is more likely to  be $950,000. Vnder the  
Head l l Customs and  Fxcise " there was a n  estimate 
of $5,222,000, b u t  the amount is likely to be $6,3100,- 
000 a t  the end of the financial year. As regards 
Income Tax and Death Duties, I am sure that the 
honourable junior member fo r  St.  Andrew especially 
will be glad to hear that  taxation under that Head 
will produce $275,000 more than had 'been anticipated. 
Our  finances are likely to  be i n  a  health^ state and 
the anticipated bankruptcy of Bar'bados if a Labour 
Covernn~ent came into power has been postponed for  
another 50 years. (Mr. E. K. WALC~TT: Until the 
rainr stop falling). I f  the rains stop falling our  
water programme will take care of that. We must 
he thankful that instead of our approved estimate of 
just over 1035 million dollars i t  ~vi l l  be nearly 12 
million dollars. 

011 the other hand, when we look a t  the expen- 
diture side, honourable members will remember that  
in our Budget we approved of a n  expenditure of 
30% million dollars, speaking of round figures. 'It 
is likely that  that  expenditure will be increased by 
supplemrntary estimates by half a million dollars, so 
tha t  the expenditure will be in  the neighbourhood 
of 11 million dollars. F rom what we can see by 
our  monthly calculations, if we atre correct, thc 
surplus mill be nearer a million dollars thai1 
$900,000. There are other a,dvantages which may 
come to us in  other direction$; honourable members 
may remember that  v e  buclgetsd for  $540,000 in  
respect of temporary emigration, but the latest es- 
timate m-ith a reduction of workers and other factors 
i s  $260,000. and in this current year we may 
receive $130,'OC10 instead of $30.900 n-e estimatp,3 
TW would E& in  refunds. T thank the h o n o ~ l r a h l ~  

it. Occasionally a $5'0 fee comes to a ba3rrister; if he 
lives on chstnpagne for  the rest of that week, the 
day may come nrheii he cannot afford to buy a 
Lemonade; it is therefare advisable to  p u t  some 
money on the Bank for a rainy day rather t h m  
spend i t  all. This Gorernment o r  any Governnirnt 
v:ith the knowledge that we depend on sugar aloi-c. 
with the  kno~wledge that the  crop is  lialble to have 
seasons of drought o r  disease, would be entirely 
wrong if in  a particularly good year it got r id  of 
the extra money which a good crop may have 
brought in. 

This bonus is a n  additional sun1 to our esti- 
mates; a s  long a s  the cost of l i ~ i n g  has a n  upward 
trend, and as  f a r  as I can see we are  a t  tlhe bottou: 
of the ladder, it has to remain 011 our  estimatrs. 
We halve to look fo r  this extra $620,'0100; the cost 
of living k a n  additional expenditure so that o u ~  
balance in respect df next year's bndget will corn? 
below the $150,000 for  which we budgeted this year. 
I must remind honourable menzbem tha,t every >-ear 
there are normal increases to  be added to  the 
estimates; there will be, for  instance, a n  increase in  
the number of old age pensioners-I have forgotten 
the figures - but every year some people become 68 
pears of age and there is a n  increase in  the cost of 
running the public services. I say tha t  so tha t  
honourable members might see tha t  although we 
are getting a surplus above what ~e expected to  
get because of the reasons I have already given, 
there a,re factors in  relation to next year, which 
we have t o  bear i n  mind. I an1 to!d--the honour- 
sbie senior member for Christ Churcl~ mill say 
whether the information is accurate or not - that 
the excessive stock piling is over and the merchants 
are  not buying in such large quantities, therefore 
we can anticipate a decrease i n  custonis receipt; 
The recent Sugar Agreement  ill nleam that th,: 
income tax in  respect of the crop 'of 187,OO~O tons 
is going to  be diminished in  proportion as moneJ- 
is paid out under  that Agreement; b u t  whateveq 
our financial position is, i t  is not a question of c u r  
discovering a n y  fresh sources of revenue, but  i t  is 
because the Almightly gave LU ra in  m d  me had 
good crops. 

Having given the bright side of the picture, I 
will now come to what may be a bit ter pill to  be 
swallowed by my friends on the left. I n  a r e s ~ i e ~ r ~  
olf the Government's financial position and  hax-ing 
regard to the Government 'S commitments, i t  has 
become apparent! that  in  orcler to  do justice to tlzc 
Civil Serva,nts and put their cost of living a t  such 
a figure would put  back their salaries to lvhat 
they were i n  1948, we may- have to  go slow on capita,! 
expenditure. I have said this i n  public and 1 haye 
a l ~ a ~ ~ ~ 3 . s  intended to  say it on the floor of this 
House: I will go out, of politics first before I aive 
way to the clamour of one section of the unuder- 
privileged i n  this island. XThen we were first 
sending down this R8esolution it appeared to us 
inevitable that  the school-building programme would 
have to be stopped fo r  four or five years. and I 

I 
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was not going to do tha t  merely to  g y ~ e  t h e  C i v ~ l  
Servants 25 70 cost of living allowance. We ha,ve 

senior memier  for  St.  ~anles-for  reminding us about to consider the  possibility of the future  when we 
t h e  ra in ;  if the ra in  stops falling and our c r o ; ~  have not got a crop of 187;000 tons; if we have to 
goes back dow~n to  130,000 tons, down d l  go ]?id extend the elementarr schools, our medical sen~ices  
duction bonus, wages for  workers and  so on. Thr and  so on, and the money is not there, we cannot l 
%ononrable junior member fo r  St.  George and thc possibly do a great amount fo r  one body df people 
honourable junior member for  St.  Andrew will tell 
me whether I am right or wrong, b u t  sta,tistics :or 

and ignore the rest; we have to  stretch our molley 
as much as possible. I am perfectly f rank and  I 

t h e  period of half a century show that we will get issue the warning t o  my friends and to the public 
one drought in three years. However, because we generally tha t  the  possibility of increasing taxa,tion 
have a surplos of half a million or a million dollars. next year is, b y  n o  mems, just a mere possibility. 
we cannot, in  a flonrishing year, come out and spend I A word t o  the wise is enough; i n  order to satis* 



the Civil Servants and do justice to them we havl 
to go slowly in relntiolz to capital expc.ilcliti~ie :m( 
social services and we have to increaqe t a s a t i o ~ ~  
IIonourable ineinbers have therefore had an c,~rl! 
warning that step4 for obtaining i ~ ~ c r e a s ~ c l  tasatioi 
may have to bc taken next year; honourable Inern 
bers bnon that the JIaude Keport which is befort 
them will hare to be con~idered aind the proposalf 
will require mone~-. 

The Government 'S policy in sending do1v11 thi: 
12esolution is to do justice to the Civil Servants ~ ~ h e r t  
the cost of liring is concerned and by not ant'icipating 
what the cost of living might be in another slx or 
tn-elve months, do nothing to keep back the progranlmt 
of social reform. Nobody knoxvs what is going t c  
happen; it is anybody's guess as to whether we will 
have a War or not, but certainly I do not think that 
ails body ic; guessing wrongly if he comes to the con- 
clusion that the cost of livlng is p i n g  up next year. 
This is no pronlise bp the Government, but if the cost 
of living went up tremendously, it may be necessary 
to review-as we did dnring the War-the cost of 
living allo~vance. I hope honourable members will 
agree with the Government that if the cost of living 
has risen by 15y and we sent down this Resolution 
in respect of 13 % , that is fair ; 40% is fair if we 
had the money. The higher the cosh of living gpes, 
the more necessary i t  teconles to inczeaw taxatlon, 
and the Governnlent does not feel that it should in- 
dulge in increasrd taxation without issuing a proper 
~ m r n i n g  and without the necessity for such taxatlon 
having arisen and not merely looming on the horizon. 
I again warn honoarable members that i t  may be tha,t 
the cost of liring will go so high next year that we 
may have to review this cost of living allowance next 
year, bnt that will surely bring about increased taxa- 
tion. The Gowrnment feels that the correct way of 
dealling with this matter is not to anticipate the cost 
of living going u p ;  some honourable members are 
asking for a cost of living allowance and others should 
pay back what they are receiving. I am asking leave 
to amend this Resolution by changing the amount of 
the Resolution from $370,01010 to $470,000; honourable 
members will see that the proposal now is to pay, 
in the case of monthly paid 1Government employees, 
20% on the first $480 of annual salary or part  
thereof; 7% % on the second $480 of annual salary 
or part thereof and 5 'j% on the third $480 of annual 
salary or part  thereof. The same thing applies to 
veekl-  paid emplovees; on the first $10 of maekly 
~ a l a r y  or part thereof, 2'01% ; on the second $10 of 
weekly salary or part thered, 795% and on the 
third $10 of weekly salary or part  thereof, 5 7c . W e  
propose to add Secondary Sch~ool Teachers and Gov- 
ernment Pensioners and the sum thereby inxrolved 
will amount to approximately $620,000. 

Leave having bem graii~ed th- hon~ura';l: r!e:l- 
ber to amend the Resolution, 

Mr. ADAXS : I beg to move thak this Resolution 
for  the sumj of $470,000 do now pass. 

Dr. CTUXNINS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. E. E. WBLCOTT: 1 do not think there is 

much that  one can my on this Resolution. I would 
like first of all to thank the honourable senior member 
for St. Jloseph for having given us figures pertaining 
t o  the financial positicn o; this island at the prrsent 
time, but i t  is a little difficnlt for anyone to digest 
properly, at  such short notice, the trnc import of 
those figures. Hen-ever, I do not think i t  makes much 
difference on this occasion because /I do not believe 
that there is any member of this Committee who 
~ ~ o u l d  desire to reduce the allowance which is given 
to meet the cost of living; and it would be impossible 
for any of us. except members of the Government 
and those i n  the know, 60 be able to say whether o r  

not the cost c$ living dlowance should be increased. 
1 take i t  that this allowance does not go any further 
than the end of the financial year and in  aue course 
a statement as to the finances of the colony mill come 
to hand; i t  would then be easier to say whether or  
not more money could be afforded and should be 
aft'orded to meet the cost of living. I do not think that 
any of us will question this cost oft living allowauce 
from the polint of view of wanting to make i t  lowt:r, 
and no honourable member without the figures in front 
of him, could honestly get up here and @ay that this 
amount could be higher. We have listened to the 
finances of the colony explained to us by the honour- 
able senior member for  St. Joseph, and, speaking 
for myself, I cannot say that I can digest the figures 
sufficiently so as to be able to say whether this allow- 
ance could be higher; but  I do say that I do not think 
anyone4nas ever voted against taxation or increased 
taxation when it was felt that the object of the m- 
creased taxation was correct or wholesome or i t  was 
for the benefit of the community. Itf i t  k that we 
have to face increased taxation, I believe that  all of 
W would face it h t l y  from ,the point d£ view of 
whether i t  is neaessary and then whether i t  is in 
respect of a year when money is less spenb 
and so i t  mrould be unnecessary. One of my 
zomplaints has been that  when the k a n c e  is presen-. 
ted to us at times; the expenditure side is puffed up, 
the proposed work could not be done and you invari- 
d ~ l y  find a t  the end of the financial year that the 
proposed expenditure has not been carrietl ouf-and 
the sources of revenue seem to  have increased; hence 
-he finances of the colony always look very prosperous 
s,t the end of the financial year. If that is so, then 
iew taxation should not be lightly undertaken; hut 
when the obje:t is worth the taxation or when the 
axation is necessary, I fail to  see any member being 
likely to object to it. 

As the honourable senior member for St.  Joseph 
1a.s mentioned, school buildings must be provided, 
3ecause, in the opinrion of everybody, both school 
mildings and school teacher6 are a n  absolute necessity 
for any country. We know that we are enjoying 
rather prosperous years for two reasons; one 1s that 
Me have had good crops in spite of a Labour, Govern- 
nent (Laughter). They have not prevented the & 
lrom falling on the just and on the unjust ;  and the 
)ther reason is that the price of sugar has been such 
hat a profit could be made. I do not think that the hon. 
~urable senior member for St. Joseph is altogether pes- 
3irnistic. I do not think he has any cause to be pes- 
iimistic. So long as you are getting good money for 
;our primary product, that money keeps on revolving 
ind your revenue increaes. Once your c ~ o p s  axe good, 
he result is that even Zf you pay income tax 
-ou get i t  back in revenue returns 'because of greatly 
ncreased sales, because the population and the com- 
nullity as a whole is in  a position to spend more. That 
s an  old doctrine and one which I have always held; 
herefore I do not think tce need have any hesitation 
)r worry in granting this cost of living allowance at 
111. I go further and say I do not think we should 
law any hesitation in planning for the improvements 
vhich we should have had before. You collect 
,our income tax from the year before; so that the 
ncome tax which will come in  the next revenue year 
rill be on the bountiful year vhich you have just 
.eceirecl; and if the rains continue to fall you can 
)racticalIg see that, with a suitable price for sugar, 
-ou should not only get a good income tax for next 
-ear but also for the year after. Therefore, speaking 
'or mrself. I am rather on the optimistic side. 

I f  I am permitted to  say this, it is recognised 
hat in so f a r  as Baxbados is concerned, we have 
lever had occasion to raise loans i n  respect of any 



expendi~ure having regard to the money in the island. 
We bave been encouraged in the old clay to raise 
loans in that respect, but, tllanli Heavens, me 
have not followed that advice. The position is that 
even if we were faced with any situation in two or 
three years from today-which I do not visualise7 
we would be in a position to meet that situation t y  
reason of the fact that we are in  such a sound financial 
position as to be able to obtain loans easily and, on 
any market for the purpose of carrying out such 
necewary capital work as would help us to regulate 
unemployment. Our position could not be affected in 
two or three years from today as loag as the rains 
keep up and arJi long as we expect a suitable pkiw 
for  our sugar. 

That is all I am able to add to the debate at 
present. I would like to repeat that I have tried a y  
best to digest the figures which the honourable senior 
member for St. Joseph has given, but I cannot redly 
say that I have been able properly to digest them 
sufhiently as to be able to say whether or not I think 
the Government could have done better. I feel they 
have done something and 1 do not thmk that there is 
anybody who would deny this incr;ease which the Civil 
Servantxi will get thereby. Perhaps it is q m t t a b l e  
tha t  this allowance cannot be more, but I am not 
in it position to say whether the Governnlent could 
afford more or not. I hope and believe that when the 
financial year ends the position will bc~ such that we 
may be able to afford: some i n c r e w  to the mlaxied 
inember& of the community, and, of course, ihat 
should be started by the Government. I believe that 
the Government should make the start and I hope i t  
will run down through all sectionv of the community 
who employ labour. 

Mr. CR&WFORD : Apparently the honourable 
introducer of this Resolution has succeeded, by the 
threat of increased taxation, i n  terrifying the Con- 
servative Opposition; and although in their minds 
they regard this increase as being insufiicient, tLe 
Acting Leader of the Conservative Opposition is 
prepared to accept it on the plea that he has not 
been able 10 digest t h ~  figures given bj' the 
honourable senior inember for St. Jos~ph .  W<J wcre 
told by that honourable member that the GOT-- 
ernment was of the opinioll that tht. original 
15% which was offered \voultl have been enough 
to bring the dollar earned bp the ( ' i d  Servant,.; 
in 1948 up to a par with the dollar earned 
today. I n  other words, the cost of living had increased 
only to that extent ; however, subsequent figures for 
August and September this year have forced the Gov- 
ernment to the conclusion that the cost of living for 
these three years is now in  the neighbourhood o f ' s % .  
I t  is a moot question as to whether the n m  figures 
of the cost of living rise for  August and September 
have brought the Government to its new decision, or 
whether, as the honourable senior member for, St. 
Joseph has ternled it. the rrude and rude and per- 
sistent protest of Division 3 of the C'ivil Service 
Association has forced the Government to make this 
decision. Be that as it may, the point is this; HIT we 
really to understand that it is the C;ovrrnment7,; 
conviction that the new increase of 20% ade- 
quately covers the cost of living increase from 
1949 until today? Frankly. I do not quit. under- 
stand it. What worries me about this matter is this; 
parochial employees and a, number of private firms 
are going to follow what the Government does, and it 
is true to say that there are very few h in Bridge- 
town or in any part of the island, which! in  the three 
yea r s1949 ,  1950 and 1951--only gave their em- 
ployees an increase of 20%. As a matter of fact. 1 am 
almost sure that if private employers over the pmt 
three years had only increased the salaries of their 

employees by 20%, there would have been strikes tak- 
ing place throughout the length and bwadth of the 
country, because 20% could not adequately cope 
with the increase in the cost of living. Many of the 
mostly used items have gone up as hligh as 50 % within 
the three-year period; condensed milk is to-day 40 46 
dearer than it was in 1948 and so iq cocoa and 
salmon. I really cannot see how the Government 
or the Sub-c~oinmittce could delude itself with the 
idea that an increase of 20% today would enable 
Government employees to cope with the increase ill 
the cost of living. 

The honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
has endeavoured to suppress any opposition to this 
Resolution by claiming that the Whitley Council of 
the Civil Service Association has now accepted t h e  
20 C/o increase given by the Government. I n  actual 
fact, what else do you expect the Whitley Council 
to do? The Civil Service Association originally asked 
for an increase of 40%, which, in my opinion, 
would have enabled Government employees to cope 
with the increased cost of living, and the Govern- 
ment decided to grant an allowance of 15%.  After 
a delegation was sent back to the Government and, 
in the words of the honourable senior member for 
St. Joseph, rude and crude and abusive language 
was used, the Government decided to give this W %  ; 
there is nothing more that the Civil Service m a t i o n  
can do. They presented a reasonable demand, they 
abused the Government and what more can they do 
n o ~ ?  Can they get a gun and go to the Treasury or can 
they get a machine gun and go to Government House 
and blast the whole Executive to smithereens? In 
my ophion, the Civil Service Association were faced 
with Hobson's choice; short of a genera] strike or a 
revolution, what else could they do but accest the 
20% and hope for better days? 

The Resolution which is now before us will 
provide for a 20y0 increase on the first ~t2100, a 
71/2C/o increase on the second S100 and 5 %  on the 
third S100 or part thereof in  each case, and the 
Civil Servants right through will receive an increase 
of $156 a year-$13 a month. Personally speaking, 
since it is true that in 1948 Commissioner Adams 
fixed the salaries of employees in the higher 
brackets of the Civil Service at reasonably satisfactory 
levels, and since the Government claims that 20% 
is all that is needed in order to enable its employees 
to cope with the present cost of living, I see no 
reason why this increase should apply as well to 
salaries, say, above S500 a year. M y  contention 
is that oflcials who draw salaries of £800 to 
S1,000 a year and over, should be able to carry on 
if the cost of living is only 20%. I do not know 
how many people there are in the bracket under 
S100, between S100  and g200 a year and so on 
up the Une; but i t  is highly possible that if we 
were to stop this increase a t  S500 a year, we would 
be aljle to do a little more for people in the lower 
brackets. I remember that in Trinidad when they 
first started to give a cost of living allowance, only 
people who earned up to $120 a month got it 
and then they went up  to people earning as high 
as $200 a month. Similarly in British Guiana; the 
first cost of living bonus wab only paid on salariw 
of $60 a month and under. T t  may well be that the 
nnmber of officials who draw salaries of over S500 
a vear may be somewhat limited and you would 
only save S500 or S600  a year if you were to ex- 
~ I n d e  them from tbis R~solntion; bnt in the 
meantime we can do a lot of things. We should 
be able to add more to the educational services of 
$hp colony or the money may be useful for some 
other nrgnzt matters. 
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The honourable senior member tor St. Joseph 
has given us the new figures as to the estmaced 
revenue oi the colony for the current financlal. year 
and he gloats over tne allegations that w t n  a b o y -  
ernment labelled Labour in power, the colony would 
probably go bankrupt. I t  appears to me that through 
tear of the threat of being accused of sending tne 
colony into bankruptcy, tne Goverrmleiit is airdld 
to do the thing whxh i t  should really W. l h e  hon- 
ourable member has referred to the Increase i r k  

customs revenue and claimed that at t h ~  begmniug 
af the Korean War the  erc chants in Bridgetown 
began to stock pile and therefore we got an increase 
in customs revenue-an unexpected increase in that 
revenue; but the honourable member knows fully 
well that that is not the whole story. He knows that 
since the prices of commodities have risen so con- 
siderably, the Government has been reaping a har- 
vest from increased duties and i t  has really exploited 
the situation brought about by the increased cost 
of goods. The Report of the Comptroller of Customs 
for the last three months, for instance, is a very 
revealing document; it shows that the total importa 
for these three months have given the Government 
the unexpected windfall in customs revenue of over 
$400,000. And those three months, I submit, are 
months when the importation of any commodity into 
the colony is not a t  the highest. Later in the year 
when the Christmas trade begins to come in, the 
imports will be considerably higher, and the average 
increase of revenue in customs over and above the 
estimate will therefore rise considerably. Paced 
with this unexpected revenue from customs brought 
about not necessarily through stock plling, but from 
an. increase in the cost of imported commodities 
what does the Government vlaim? They claim that 
the food for Government Institutions, the clothing 
in respect of uniforms and what not, have cost them 
a lot more money than they thought thew things 
would have cost, and therefore they are only too 
glad for any new but unexpected increase to defray 
this unexpected increase in the cost of running h e  
Government. The honourable senior member for S t .  
Joseph claims that the figures are around 
$258,000 more, and I should like him to relate what 
percentage this $258,000 is in relation to the esti- 
mated expenditure for these items over this same 
period, because I am sure he mill discover that i t  is 
more than 20%. If the Government is so glad for 
this unexpected windfall to help them to tide over 
the cost of the increased expenditure, and a man 
who is working on the Unestablished Staff is given 
$1.50 or $2.00 a week more as is now proposed, is 
he in a position adequately to cope with the in- 
creased cost of living? From 1948 he has not had any 
increase and i t  is now 1951. I want to submit that 
the first demand of the Civil Service Association of 
40% wm based fairly accurately on the increased 
cost of living, and while i t  may be true that the 
Government could not pap anybody 40%, the cost 
of living to-day is more than what the Government 
is offering the Civil Servants. What the Govern- 
ment is offering could not possibly enable any Gov- 
ernment em~lcvee to meet the rise in the cost of 

the tolerably good salaries they receive, do not hnd 
It so difficult to exlst. i f ,  Mr. Chairman, all 0fficla.l 
whose salary is &8OO a year is entltled he is 
LIIICL '1. CMS fieso1ution TO an  increase of $13 a nlonth, 
uon L yen think that a man who 1s working for $15 
8 week IS entitled to an increase of more than $3 
11 xje are merely attempting to asslst Government 
elliployees to cope 1~1th the rlse in the cost of living? 
Yhla Kesolution does not seek to mcrease the basic 
salaries of any Government employees; what i t  most 
clec~dedly and undeniably does it5 to give them a 
l'e\+ shillings per week more because the Govern- 
iueili, claims thilt the cost of living is 20% more. 
These employees have not had any increase since 
1948 ancl therefore i t  is felt that this 20 % will e.nable 
thenl to live as comfortably in 1951 as they were 
supposed to be living in 1948. Instead of earmark- 
ing this considerable increase in customs revenue 
for defraying the increase in the cost of running 
the Government, I feel that the Government might 
uell consider taking some stpps to lower the cost 
of living not only for Government employees but for 
every member of the community. The Report 
on Trade and Agriculture for the quarter 
April to June, 1951, shows that the total value 
of imports during the corresponding period in 
1930 has risen by over four million dollars; and the 
collection of customs import revenue for the first 
q ~ ~ a r t e r  of the financial year April to June, 1951, 
is over $300,OCl0 -more thaa it was for  
the same period last year. Therefore at the end of 
the year the figures would be over a million d o l l ~ ~ r s  
more in customs revenue than we estimated to col- 
lect. Last year, to take a few items, the duty on flour 
coming into this colony was $82.000; the import 
duty on rice was $47,258; on salt pork, $21,636; on 
corn meal, $6,800 and on canned &h like sardines, 
salmon and so on. we collected $6,692. I n  other words, 
the total import duty last year on the essential 
articles of foodstuffs was in the vicinity of $200,000. 
This year, since ad valorenz duty is paid on some 
of these commodities, we should collect more money 
and then in the case of those items on which a 
specific duty is paid, since the imports themselves 
have been increased in volume, we should also col- 
lect more money and then in the case of those items 
on which a specific1 duty is paid, since the imports 
themselvas have been increased in volume, we should 
also collect more customs revenue. If we are ex- 
pected to collect over a million dollars over and 
above the estimate from customs revenue, I think 
that the Governmrnt could well afford to do one 
of two things; either put  the customs duty on c@- 
tain essential commodities of foods tds  and clothing 
at a given figure, or, better still, remove the import 
duty on commodities like flour, rice, corn meal, salt 
pork and items which are in immediate demand 
daily by every section of the population. If ,  for 
instance, we were to remove the customs duty on 
flour, and for last year the Government collected 
over $82,000 daty on that item that would mean that 
the cost of flour could be reduced by half cent per 
pound. For the average householder who uses 6 or I H pounds of flour a week, that would still mean a 

living to-day. " small saving in the monthly budget; similarly with 
I 'said earlier that these proposals apply to all 

Civil Servants, with the exception of the Governor, 
of course, and we know what the policy is ;  we leave 
out the Governor now and later on we will come 
back and see that he is properly treated. We can 
therefore easily see that every ~ ing le  member of 
the Government Service is going to enjoy some of 
this money-those who really feel hard hit to cope 
with the cost of living and t h o ~ e  who. by reason of 

rice and other commodities I have mentioned. The 
Government more than recouping itself from the 
custom's revenue owing to the increase cost of the 
commodities. I no€ think that the Government, 
as a result of the abnormal situation created by the 
increased cost of imported article's, should want 
merely to be able to say that they want to accumu- 
late a big surplus 'so that you cannot say that they 
are running the colony into bankruptcy, or to have 



enough money so that when they want to embark 
on one of the usual extravagances the money TT-ould 
be there; something should be done to enable the  
entire community to get the benefit of some decrease 
in the cost of living. There has not been any worthy 
attempt made or any big progranme started by 
the Government to bring down the cost of l ir ing 
i n  Barbados. There are so many things which can be 
done; there is no reason ~ ~ h y  we should go on import- 
ing  corn meal. 1 understand, Nr. Chairman, that it 
is the wish of honourable members that we should 
adjourn for  tea a t  this stage. (h NEMBEW: Ng).  
That suits me. There hats not been a n y  proper attem-pt 
on the par t  of the Government to produce locally an 
item such as corn meal which can be produced locally; 
during the last year Jamaica, has been exporting corn 
to  Europe. We continue to  import corn meal and flour 
which can be manufactured locally from imported 
wheat, and so salve the colony near12 a million ctollars 
in  subsidisation; b ~ ~ t  the Government has refused to 
consider this local manufacture. . 

'We have recently passrcl a n  Aid to Industries 
Bill a t  3 x e ~ , , ~  lat,. stage and no attempt has b ~ e n  
m: ,:le to a ~ q u a i n t  the outside world with its provisions. 
When J a n i a i ~ i  and Trinidad passed their A5d to 
Indus t i ' k  Bill pages were ta,keq i n  the leading 
journals in America, England and Canada to .a,dver- 
tise the fact that these colonies had a n  Act oq thcir 
StaGute Books, extending concessions offered t o  in- 
dustrialists, and every attempt was made t o  acqub,int 
foreign industrialists of the terms c i f  the new laws i n  
those colodies in  order that the industrialists might 
be attmcted to come to  those colonies and  s tar t  in- 
dustries, manufacture items which were not locally 
manufa,ctured and assist not only l?n providing em- 
ployment for the people but  also jn keeping down the 
cost of living. F o r  instance, the textile plants in  Lucas 
Street provide underwear for  people a t  a much 
cheaper p+ice than that which is usually paid for  the 
imported article. I f  we really want c3 embark on a 
programme of industrialisation, i t  is our  business to 
let the outside world know what we have donc W 
attract new industrialists to the colony. We are now 
importing a variety of canned fish at fairly high 
prices; salmon, for instance, is being sold a t  66 cents 
per tin, and the Government collects a n  import duty 
of more than four  cents on every t i n  of salmon arriv- 
ing in  the colony. Do you not think the time has come 
when we should s tar t  t rying to can some of the 
~uillions of small fish which atbound in these waters: 
The trouble is tha t  the Government of this colony 
has no desire to  plan satidfactorily to improve the 
economy of the colony, whereas all other West Indian 
IsIa,nds are  doing something in this regard. You have 
a corn meal factory in  the little Leeward Islands; in  
Trinidad they smoke and can herrings and the deci- 
sion to smoke and can herrings is the result of a 
&liberate a t t e m ~ t  to keep down the cost of living. 
Why should we import salmon to be sold a t  66 cents 
a t i n ?  Because we can pay duty of 5 cents a t in  on it .  
It is all ~vel l  and good to sneer a t  well-meaning sugges 
tions fo r  putting the economy of the colony on a more 
satisfactory badis and  increasing it as  f a r  as  we possi. 
b * ~  can. Not only the Civil Servants but  the entire 
c30mmunity is suffering from the high cost of living. 

A t  this stage, the CHAIRMAN reported to Mr. 
SPEAKER who took the Chair. 

Mr. REECE came into the Committee and took hi: 
seat while Mr. CRAWFORD was spealding. 

Xr. S P E A K E R :  The Chairman of Committees 
has reported to me tlmt he needs to  b e  relieved fox 
a short  period. 

TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN O F  COMMITTEXS 

Xr. IADAJIS : I beg to  move tha t  the honourabls 
enior member fo r  St. Peter  b e  Chairman of Corn- 
nittees until  the re turn of the  Chairman of  
3ommittees. 

JIr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed 
0. 

31r. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House re- 
;unied Conlidittee of Supply, Mr. F. l,. I \ T ~ 4 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  being 
n the Chair. 

J I r .  CRAWFORD rose to continue his speech. 
J9r. CHAIRMAV: I n  viewl df the  time I would 

tuggest that the honourable member move that  the  
?hairman do now report progress , a d  ask for  leave 
'or the Conunittee to s i t  again. 

JIr. CRAWIVFORD: As a mat ter  of fact, a Pew 
noments ago I suggested tha t  we should adjourn and 
he honourable introducer of this Resolution said tha t  
le was not agreeing to a n y  adjournment now. 

JIr. ADAMS: The honourable member is 
mustonled to saying the most untroe tnings. He 
,uggested tha t  honourable members were willing to  
idjonrn a t  tha t  stage, and  l1 heard honourable mem- 
Iers on my righti say "No." I did not express my 
)mn view; i t  i s  immaterial to me whether the  House 
idjourns or not. 

Mr. CRATVFORD: What  is the diffeqence? 
3Ir. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 

hat you do 1101~ report progress and ask for leave for 
he Committee to s i t  again. 

Mr. BRYAN seconded the motion which was 
igreed to. 

The CHAIRMAX reported and Mr. SPEAKER re- 
,unled the Chair and reported accordingly. 

Xr. ADAMX: Mr. Speaker,-1 beg to  move t h a t  
,his House do now adjourn fo r  half >an hour. 

JIr. MOTTLEY seconded the motion which was 
;greed to, and  Xr. SPEAKER adjourned the House 
iccordingly. 

On the re-assembling. 
31r. S P E A K E R  : On the adjourninent the House 

kvas in Committee of Supply. 
ALr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House re- 

sumed Committee of Supply, X r .  SMITH i n  the Chair. 
Xr. CHAIRXAN : When the House adjourned 

the  hononrable junior member for St. Philip w q  
speaking. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : JIr. Chairman,-& 1 was' 
saying when the House adjourned, Sir, let u s  as  sool) 
as we can, take whatever steps lie n-ithin our power 
to bring the cost of living dow1 as f a r  as we can for  
everyone in  the community; and one of the best means 
of doing that is the establishment a t  the earliest possi- 
ble date of all the new industries that  we can esta'd- 
lish, and the production local1)- of as Illany as possi- 
ble of the commodities which we now import. Let us  
proceed with that programme as fast as we can. 

As f a r  as the Civil Ser~-an t s  are concerned, l ~ o w  
that we are told that  they hare accepted, but no t  
necessarily agreed with these proposals, let us lieep 
before onr mind's eye the fact that these increases a re  
not really adecl-i~ate, and that rherefore if there be 
any further increase i n  the ~ ~ o s t  of living, n e  shall 
 lino^^ that fur ther  attention  ill have to be paid to  
them. There is no doubt about it tha t  11-e mould be 
able to afford considerable relief to Governlnent Em- 
ployees in  all brackets if we start its so011 as possi- 
1de with the long talked of Housing Scheme for Civil 
Servants-loans to help them erect. or even repair 
their own homes. I t  i s  quite some time 1107,~ since the  
Association has been working on that matter, alld sub- 
mitted proposals to Government. I think that in Brit- 
ish Guiana Civil Servants now get loans for I-Iousing 
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from the M7idows and Orphans Fund.  One Tvay to 
assist Government Servants to cope with the present 
day living costs wonld be to  give them what assistance 
we can in  the matter of Housing, since rent repre- 
sents no small item i11 the monthly budget of the aver- 
age Government Servant as i t  does more or less with 
alnzost every person in  the community. 

With these few remarks, Sir, I conclude my ob- 
servations on this Resolution. 

Mr. F. L. TvALCQTT : Mr. Chairman,- I think 
it is fit and proper that in  giving attentioil to this inat- 
ter some attempt should be made to nail to the cross 
some of the fantastic remarks made by the honour- 
able junior member for  St.  Philip. I heard him say 
that  in  considering this matter the Government should 
not have considered people above £500 a year ;  and  
i n  going on t o  speak of the limiting to $13.00 a month 
those who get £500 and over as compared with $8.00 
a month to those who get £100 and  over, he forgot 
to  mention that the Civil Service Association sent in 

claim which wonld have gisen a man of £500 and  
over $34.00 a month and those below that, $8.00 a 
month. That is  a claim which he said he would have 
accepted. 

Mr. CRATVFORD: I11 what par t  of nzy speech 
d i d  I say so ? 

Xr. F. L. WALCOTT: H e  said tha t  40 per  cent. 
was reasonable. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I f  the honourable member 
bad elementary intelligence he mould realise that if 
you stop a t  £500 i t  does not matter. 

Mr. F. b. WALCOTT: That is so blatantly 
stupid! I f  you stop a t  £300 you still give the people 
a t  £500 thirty-four dollars a month. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: The 40 per cent. was only 
.on the first £100. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: And then 30 per cent. on 
the  second and  15 per  cent. on the third. That is 
what the Civil Servants asked for. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I repeat that all I suggested 
should have been done was to give-40 per cent. on the 
first £100. child of two years coulcl ~ulderstaiid that. 

Mr. F. L. TVALCOTT : The honourable member 
said he was accepting what the Civil Service Associa- 
t ion were pntting forward. 

J I r .  CRAWFORD: I baid nothing of the kind. I 
said that  the Civil Servants asked for 40 per cent. 
Government found i t  impossible to do that, and what 
they were now proposing was unfair. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: They asked for 40 per  
rent. on the first £100, 30 per cent. on the second and  
15 per  cent. on the third. The honourable meniber 
thinks he is dealing with people who do not check 
u p  on what he has said. On the last occasion he made 
a statement here. tried to check u p  with the Reporter 
and then ran  out of the House. 

Mr. CRAWFO'RD : That is absolutely incorrect. 
TVhen I asked the Chairman of Conlnzittees to have 
the Reporter read back what I said, and His  Honour 
the Speaker res~uned the Chair, His Honour saw no 
reason for  establishing a precedent of that  sort. That 
is  exactly what happened, and anyone who says 
differently is e complete s t r a n p r  to the trnth.  

AIr. ADAMS : Air. Chairman,- May I suggest 
that since we arc  in  Committee the honourable junior 
131ember for St. Philip can make a note of thesc 
thillgs and reply to them. The spwtacle of twc 
nlelllbers on their feet tocether is not a good one. 

>fr. F. L. TVALCOTT: The honourable nwm. 
her is always afraid that he will be proved wrong 
FJe checked u p  with the Reporter outside the H'OUSC 

snd when he  was told he was wrong he did not  
:ome back i n  the House. 

Air. CKAWF'ORD: That is a n  infernal lie, Sir. 
nrr. CIIAIRMAK: 1: will not tolerate anything 

3f the kind. 
x r .  P. I,. WALCOTT: I will not really- deal 

with the honourable member. He  cannot speak the 
truth when he is on oath, furthermore when he is i n  
here. He  ahoulcl be the last person to accuse anyone 
jf telling lies. H e  has his public record. U. Chair- 
xian, let u s  examine the honourable members' state- 
ments abont 2300 and  over. I  ant to say, Sir, 
that the Tlrhitley Council met yesterday evening and  
representing the staff side agreed to those proposals. 
The honourable member said the Civil Servants did 
lot agree bu t  only accepted this. That  is  the kind 
)f statement he makes all the time. 

No inember of the Government or of the commu- 
ii ty would say that Civil Servants, like other workers 
IQ the cominnnity do not have a claim for  a cost of 
living increase. Bnt  they asked for  a n  increase, not 
t revision of their salaries. The u~ording of their 
nemorandnm to the Government WEIS to  the effect tha t  
;he cost of living had increased since '1948 and  they  
gere asking the Government for  a n  allowance. Gov- 
:rnnient therefore had to review the situation as it was 
n 4948, and compare it with \-hat i t  is today as far. 
is the cost of living is concerned. They did not ask 
Joverninent to revise their salaries. So if anyone is 
r~orking on the assumption that the Government mds 
-evisiiig salaries, i t  is the wrong ass~uinption. 

Lr t  us look a t  the £500 people. There are 4,917 
3~ople  in  the Government Service, including people 
n the Unestablished Staff on the Key Scale. Of these, 
200 people are above £500. If you take this $13.00 
xhich the Government is giving to the men above 
2500 you v 4 1  be paying people like that $2,600 in  coht 
)f living allo\vance which cannot give the people irr. 
he Key Scale or below £300 one cent a week increase. 
F h a t  amount of discontent you wonld create i n  the 
service n-here you regarded £500 as a margin in  your 
,ost of living and where the Unestablished Staff a n d  
;he Key Scale people were not. 

The Association made requests i n  respect of the 
irst, second and third S100.  Government says it can- 
not give all they have asked because firstly, the cost 
)f living has not gone u p  40 per  cent. since 1948, nor 
loes one, in  other par ts  of the world always get ail ' 
Increase equalling the rise in  the cost of living. I n  very 
few countries is the cost of living always absorbed 
into the increase tha t  you make. Government on this 
?ccasion has seen fit to absorb i t  in  respect of those 
3n the lowest rung. 

Honourable members would be amazed when they 
realise that in  the ICey Scale you have abont 2,000 
people ~ v h o  are not in  the Graded Service a t  all. They 
do not get anuual increments. You will be tempted 
to take the ~ i e w  to cnt off at  the £50'0' vhich is IOU-; 
hut when you cut i t  off \-hat are  yon doing? You 
cannot give a n  increase to the ones you cut it off froin 
because you cannot increase their salarics anymore. 
Row can YOU j n ~ t i f y  no ('ost of living increase on a 
ialary of i 2 iOO.  when yolk realise that  any  man in the 
Gcrrire who is today ~7-orking for £500 must have 'been 
working for the last 20 to 25 years. ITe mnst be edu- 
catinc a family and things of that sort. There are 200 
people in  that bracket from £500 up. I'Ion- can you 
stop a t  £500? Holy can 7011 sav that the nlan who 
~ ~ o r l r y  for $20.0 a month should not ha re  a cost of 
l i v i n ~  increaqe ? 

T et 11s lnok a t  the people in  the Kev Scale. When  
the xxTnges of these people were revised in 19-18 they 
\\-ere fixed a t  the rate of 18 cents an  hour. I n  1048 n o  
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blfe challenged those rates. The cost of living has 
risen, and the Government has decided to gwe the 
majority of these people a full  increase. So those peo- 
ple whose wages are in  the vicinity of $8.64 a week 
Hi l l*no~v  get $10.94 a weeli or $10.03 for a 44-hour 
week. Let us  looli around the whole island and see 
if any other ewploj-ee of that type i n  any branch 
of work is receiving more than the Government pro- 
poses to give to these people. When this is passed 
the Vestries and private employers must of necessity 
push u p  the. ratcs of this type of worker because gen- 
e ra l  wages for this type today are i n  the vicinity of 
$1.44 a day and the Government proposes a n  increase 
of 20 per cent. 

No one can say that this is the l imit;  that  is 
that this will absorb the cost of living. TTe are nearly 
all_ living a l i f cof  want. TTe cannot always satisfy 
our needs. Bnt  on this basis the Go~,ernment ~ v i l l  have 
to provide $620,000 annual l -  out of this budget. I da 
not m-aiit to talk aboot putting an zd l 'alorem d u t j  
on Roiir. You will haye to provide additional taxation 
New industries do not grow u p  in  a day. They cal 
fo r  illore plarmiiig than  for speech making. I wi! 
say this:  The Government was accused b y  the Civi 
Servants of by-passing the Whitley Council. Thai 
would appear to some members of the Civil Servicc 
Association to be true. B u t  a delegakion ~ w n t  to tht 
Head of the Administraition and asked him to gel 
through with this matter because they would be glad 
if the, (;overnment could get it through bv the 30tk 
of September. A sub-c~miiiit~tee of the Esecutivr 
Committee asked the Civil Semants to send a dele 
gation to meet them to discus3 the matter. All thc 
membrrc who comprise the Whitley Council camp tc 
the  meeting witlh an  additilolnal member. Pon  car 
clearly <ee, therefore, tha t  there was: no intention o 
LT-passing the Whitley Council. Civil Servants mus 
r e a l h e  that when you have a body representing you 
you must pu t  confidelnce i n  i t  that it i s  @1tting J-on 
case. Barga,ining broke down and Government a g a i ~  
sent the matter back t o  the  UThitLey Council. Thl 
agreement contained in  the proposals of this Reso 
lution is the agreement that  hats been reached with 
the Whitley Council. In a big country like the U.K., 
with the Whitley Council situated as i t  is, tlhis mat-  
t e r  ~ i - o d d  not have 'been debated i n  the House of 
-Clomino~ls a t  adl. B u t  i n  Barbados, on the eve of a 
General Election, everyone wants to  be on the good 
side of as  many voters as possible 

Bnt I can say with a clear conscience t o  all 
Civil Servants, and  especially those in the lower 
brackets that  no one can sap tha t  this cast of livine. 
allowance is not the most the Government can affcryl. 
This is a problem that lye have. With four thousand 
Civil Servanlts and with limited resourcesoome 
people think that our reserves grow overnight-out 
of ten lnillion dollars we are paying nearly 15 per 
cent. in waoes-$4,868,721. How can a;q-one ignore 
that  fact?  Look a t  what the  Vest.q of St.  Michae! 
s u g g e s t ~ d  as a, cost of living allo~vance. They sug  
~ ( ~ s t t v l  wmethinp like 10 per cent, 7195 per cent. o r  
something like that.  That.  v i l l  give you an  idea .of 
what was operating in  people's minds. Without a11 
exa,mination of the  facts they said let us giw 10 
per cent. Here I will say tha t  the ~vorld  prices haye 
not yet hit Barbados in  full. Yon have an  idea 11ov 
about the  rice from Briltish Guiana. 

V e  heard an  argument about the increase in 
Customq Duties, b u t  because Customs Duties have 
increased by X per cent. that  does not mean that 
the  Cost $of Living has gone u p  b y  that percentage 
Suppose we say that  the budget level is $17.30 a 
week. That does not mean t h a t  a man cannot livp 
on less than $17.00 a week. If it mean: that, then 
half of the  population is dead. That  is how the lay- 

man  m-orlis out a budget;  b u t  if you kork  on t h a t  
basis the whole of our hen million dollars would iyort 
be able to pay the bill. YTe had to point out to the 
Civil Service Assiociation that a budget worked out 
on that basis could not be a n  indication of the t rue  
cost of living increalse. 

I a m  sure tha t  any  hoiiourctbl~e member who 
has paid as much attention to this mattdr as I have 
will agree with xny arguments. I do not repr2sent. 
the Government als a n  employer. I represent the 
majority of workers i n  this matter i n  tha t  what we 
propose $0 give to workers in  the Government Ser- 

\em are  vice, when you compare it with what worl- 
getting anywhere i t  can s tand u p  favourably. When 
the honourable junior member fo r  St.  Philip makes 
out  a case tha t  only the people a t  the bottom shoulc~ 
get a n  alllowance I would like t o  tsl l  him tha t  eveu 
the  people a t  'the bottom frel  that  I£ they must get 
a n  increase the  people above shonld get oae too. Can 
anyone say in  their atpproach to this question tha t  
the Government should have given u p  everything 
t o  those a t  the  bottom? Can anyone suggest that 
that ~ ~ o u l d  be a fair  basis on TT-hich to  give this cost 
of living allowance? Suppose you decided to give 
everyone i n  the  Service $12.00 a month more; it 
would be $12.00 multiplied by  a greater number of 
people, and i t  would come to more than is propowl 
here. 

Eonourabie members will see that every device 
had to be used t o  bring satisfaction to the majority 
of workers and nmintain wages. The last thing we 
would like to see is Baxbados going in  for retrench- 
ment. The remlarla made by  the honourable juni,or 
member f o r  St .  Fhilip are neither reasmarble ~ i o r  
fair. He is never willing t o  give faivourable consid- 
eration to anything the Government does. He referred 
to  Housing for  Civil Servants. That matter was be- 
fore the UThitle3- Council fo r  the last eight months 
This Government is not like old time Governments 
which decided on things without referring them t o  
the  people. If honourable members feel that  the  
members of the Executive go n p  and  have a cocktail 
pazty at Government House every Thursday I feel 
that  it is time tha t  those statements should be cor- 
rected. 

What  1 a111 pleased about where this Cost of 
Living allowance is concerned is that there is a, wree- 
ment with the people concerned, and accepted a f te r  
long negotiation with the members of the  Whitley 
Council. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : One small point with reftr-  
ence to what I said, Sir. Anyone with a normal 
ca4pacity for understanding anything would recall 
tha t  my argument was that  there might be less t h a n  
200 people in  the Service who are in  receipt of sal- 
a r k  of over S200 a year, and tha t  the increase of 
$156.100 a year for  each of them would c& t h e  
Government around $5,000. I also mid  tha t  although 
bhat $5.003l might not mean much i n  the matter 
before us, it could help u s  to add a few more teach- 
ers to the Teaching Ser~vice of the colony. 

Mr. AIOTTbET : 3Ir. Chairman,-When three 
days ago the Government gave notice of this cos:, 
of living bonus I must confess bhat ak the  beginning 
I prepared a speech tha t  would have been diametri- 
cally opposed to  the v i e m  expressed by  the ~Govem- 
nlent. B n t  1 must confess now tha t  I ha,ve been 
talien pleasantly b y  surprise today to  see that  the 
Government has seen the case for  a n  inc~ease  i n  the 
first bracket from 15 to  230 per cent. 

Indeed, Sir, anyone who has studied the in- 
crease i n  the cost of living within the past six 
months as  it affects, persons i n  the I o w a  m~alks 0' 
life imlnediately after the Oils and  Conference, 
will know that after that Conference things like 

a d  cotton wed oil had risen y appreciably 2% 
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for  the increase which they should give to their em- 
ployees. 

I would like to refer to the hardships which the 
members of the middle class are suffering, and in re- 
spect of which they should be given consideration 
by these people in the City and elsewhere ~ h o  employ 
many of them as clerks. I believe that some of these 
employers have already considered the qn~st ion of 
raising the salaries of their employees; but like the 
honourable senior member for the City, I think i t  is 
c matter which should be most forcibly brought home 
&I every employer - that in whatever capacity a per- 
ton is employed he should receive a living wage. I 
am not suggesting that an employer should do tJe 
impossible. But there are some who run big stores 
and who would be in an entirely different capacity 
from the small emplo-er who is unable because of his 
financial limitations, to do what another employer 
could do. Nevertheless this is a question which should 
be looked into. So as I have caid, Sir, I hope that 
Government's action will be followed bp other em- 
pioyers, and that clerks, and those in the lower brack- 
cts will receive assistance in the form of a coA of 
living allowance, and in some cases an iqrease  in the 
basic salary, or wage. 

There can be no two ways about it: There are 
people in  this island whose salaries are 
extremely low, and it is a wonder that they man- 
age to exist a t  all. The figures which the honour- 
able senior member1 dor the 01.t~ has given ayit. 
a clear indication of what obtains in many instances 
I am not going to  repeak what he said; but +h( 
man in receipt of a wage of $10.08 a meek with a 
\\life and family must find himself lTerp hard- 
pressed to keep things going. So the whole question 
of basic salaries will have to be re-considered both 
by the Governlnent and bp other employers, alid 
if the cost of living continues to rise, as the hon- 
ourable member for S t .  Peter has assured us that 
i t  will. the bakic salaries will have to be1 increased 

I am very glad that the Government has been 
able to a,rrive at an agreement with the Whitle: 
Council. The honourable member for St. Peter ha: 
told us that, although I had heard otherwise 
Bnt if a body of persons delegated by other 
to act for them have reached agreement wit1 
representatives of the other side there is no gain. 
sa&+ing the fact that the representatives of the 
7r7rThitley Council have reached an agreement with 
the Government. I am perfectly sure that althougk 
the increase may not be as big as they expected 
the Civil Servants will loyally support the agree 
ment, inasmuch as it was made on their behali 
by the Whitley Council, and if the cost of living 
continues to go up  they will make other representa- 
tions, not on the question of a cost of living allow- 
ance. hut on the question of basic salaries. 

I want to repeat finally, Sir, that I hope that 
every employer with a full sense of the responsi- 
bility which he has to the persons who work for 
him, and with the welfare of those persons at heart 
will do his utmost to make them heap7- mrl 
contented and aible to provide for themselves awl 
their families the necessities of life. I hope, Nr. 
Chairman, that now that we have advanced so far 
along the road of enlightenment, agreement and 
harmony between employer and employee in this 
coun%ry, everyone who is in the position of em- 
ployer mill see to i t  that his employees receive the 
highest possible figure for their labours which is  
compatible with the welfare and prosperity of the 
particular business. 

Mr. DOWDING : Mr. Chairman,-Tour patimcc 
is admirable, and I do not intend to impose on it 
any more than I can help. I nan t  to sound a note 

:f warning which has been disregarded for some 
~ ime  now. 1 think that the time has come when this 
l:orernment or any other, bearing in mind the 
62nres which the honourable senior member fpr St. 
Ioseph has given us today as to what the Civil Ser- 
rice is costing us, should consider that it is time to 
:ease adding red tape to red tape and adding assist- 
~ n t s  to azsistants in an island of this size, when we 
i:now that eventually the economy of this island will 
be strained beyond bursting point. I t  is getting to 
such a stage Sir, that in my opinion the people in 
the higher brackets, overwhelmed by ream upon ream 
of paper from commission after cornmission, inquiry 
after inquiry, this expert after the other expert. 
are spending more time outside their offices than in- 
\lde. Those are two notes of warning that 1 want 
to throw ont to the present Government. I think 
that even the Leader of the House from the flgurea 
he has disclosed x i l l  realise that the superstructure 
is getting so big that i t  may topple over and smash 
itself at  any time. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman,-I am very pleased 
to know that the amendment introduced by the GOV- 
trnment a compromise w t h  the Whltley 
Couueil. I understand that i t  represents the opinion 
of the Government, accepted by the Whitley Council; 
and that makes i t  easier for us to consider it, and 
to li110~~ that at least in some measure it will give 
satisfaction for the present. 

I cannot share the view of the honourable junior 
member for St. Philip that this Whitley Council 
is one which would allow the Government to 
push something down their throats; not when I 
rea,d that a division of the Civil Servants Associa. 
t ~ o n  can say what they have said of the Government. 
I do not think that the Whitley Council would be 
c,)mpetent to represent these people if they were 
guilt? of what the honourable junior member for 
St. Philip thinks they are guilty of. 

NOIT, Sir, we all know that i t  is very' difficult 
to relate the cost of living index to any cost of living 
bonus that yon give. Every now and again you have 
to revise the mcthod by ~vhich you discover what thb 
cost of living increase is. If it drops a few points 
you have to take them off, and if it rises a few points 
yon have to pnt them back on. So you have to get 
some nleaus by which to assess the situation as far 
as the Uover1~111ent Fmployees are concerned, and 
hope that othcr employees will follow suit. I did not 
quite understand vhat  my colleague meant when he 
said that fronl his peculiar position hc hoped that 
the merchant\ oE Bridgetown and the shopkeepers 
vonld see v-ha1 the Government has done and would 
do likewixc. I thought that that would be the pe- 
d i a r  position of myself. RIy colleague, I think, 
mmes mow direlotly into contact with the merchants 
of Brid'~(\town. and his words should have greater 
~ffect .  C:ornlnn at  a time like this his statement might 
be taken in the sense that he was merely making a 
political speech. Knowing his influence with the mer- 
chants, T hope that he will use it more directly. 

I must say that I admire him for the figures 
which lie b i ~ ~ n ~ h t  in today. I t  is a strange 
co-incidencr that the University College of the West 
Indies started Yo make an income survey in this colony 
only thii  week. I hope thak the figures which 
the honourable member has suppied us with 
will be of assistance to them. I must thank slomc 
hononrablr members for  their concern today. I: 
can onl2- hope that is genuine enough to b. 
11wd in the direction where it will do a lot 
of good A certain amount of sympathy must go out 
to rhe Col-ernment on this occasion; both sympathy 
end understanding. A t  a time like this when i t  i b  

perhtcps mating up its budget, it is a very difficult 
time to hare to make u p  its mind on granting a cost 



of living allowance; and  especially a t  a time whell 
the House is dying and a new House is to be elected. 

F o r  all that, Sir, I congratulate them on having 
h i  un figures satisfactory to both sides. They can 
always r e ~ i e w  a situation like this, and I congratu- 
late them for giving a measure of relief a n d  having 
i t  accepted. That is what I feel is  a very good feature 
oi  the Resolution which we are  dealing with to-day. 

Question that the Resolution do now pass was put  
aud agreed to nem. corn. 

C.O.L. FOR SCHOOL TEACHERS 

Mr. A D 4 M S  : Mr. Chairman,-The next order 
is  a Resolution that the sum of Nineteen Thousand 
SIX I-Iunclred and F i f t y  Dollars be granted from 
the Public Treasury and  placed a t  the  disposal of 
the Governor-in-Execntive Committee to snpplement 
the Estimates, 1951-52, P a r t  I-Current, a s  shown 
i n  the  Supplementary Estimates, 1951-52, S o .  27 
which form Schedule I to this Resolution i n  order 
that  with effect from the 16th day of June, 1951; 
a Cost of Li17ing Allowance may be paid to  

( a )  ~eclchers of F i r s t  and  Second Gradc 
Schools ; 

( b )  teachers of Firs t  and Second Grade 
Schoolc; who retired a t  any time 
between the 16th day of June, 1951, 
and the date of the passing of this 
Resolution in circumstances rendering 
then1 eligible for  the g r ~ n t  of a pension 
or gratuity, and 

(c) teachers n h o  were transferred from the 
full tiiiie service of the Crown i n  this 
Island t o  the full time service of the 
Crown elsewhere between the 16th day 
of June, 1951, and the date of the pass- 
ing of this Resolution, ' 

a t  the  rates and subject to  the terms and  conditions 
set out in Schedule I1 hereto. 

I beg to move that this Resolution do nom 
r~ass. 

Dr. CUMJIINS seconded. 
The question was pu t  and agreed to I z e m  con. 

C.O.L. FOR P E S S A N T S '  LOAN BANK STAFF 

&lr. ADAMS : Mr. Chairman,--The next Ordel 
is  a Resolution that  the sum of Three Hundred anc 
Eight  Dollam be granted from the Public Treasurj 
and  placed a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Ex. 
ecutive Committee to s u p ~ l e m e n t  the B ~ t i m a t e s  
1951-52, P a r t  I-Current, a s  shown i n  the Supple- 
mentary Estimates, 1951-52, No. 28, which form 
Schedule I to this Resolution i n  order that  with 
effect from the 16th day of June, 1951, a Cost of 
Living Allowance may be paid to the members of 
tbe  staff of the Peasants' Loan Bank at the rates. 
and subject to  the terms and  conditions set out in 
Schedule I1 hereto. 

I beg to move that  this R,esolution do now 
pass. 

Dr .  CUMMINS 'seconded. 
On the motion of D r .  C u x n n ~ s  seconded bj 

M r .  P. L. WALCOTT the Schedule was taken a! 
read. 

Question that  the Resolution do now pass war 
pu t  and  agreed to w n z .  CO?%. 

C.O.L. F'OR GOVERNNEXT PENSIONERS 

Mr. A D A X S :  JIr. .Chairman,-the next Orde- 
is a Resolution that the sum of Thirty-three thou 
sand Dollars be granted from the Public Treasurj 

and placed a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Ex- 
m r t ~ v c  Committee to supplement the Estimates, 
1951-52, P a r t  I-Current, a s  shown i n  the Supple- 
mentary Estimates, 1951-52, No. 29, which form 
Schedule I to this Resolution in  order that with 
2ffect from the 16th day, of June, 1951, a n  additional 
Cost of Living Allowance may be paid to persons 
m receipt of pensions f rom the Goverpment a t  the  
rates, and subject to the terms and conditions setr 
~ u t  in Schedule I1 hereto. 

i beg to move, Sir, that the Resolution do  now 
Jass and that the Schedule be take11 as  read. 

Dr.  Cuararrss seconded. 
The question was put  and carried nem. con. 
On the motion of ?.h. BDAALS seconded by Dr. 

~ U M M I K S  the Chairman reported the passing of f o u r  
Resolutions in  Committee, ancl that the Committee 
had asked fo r  leave to sit again. 

D I S S E R  ADJOURNMENT 

On the motion of Mr.  DAMS seconded by Dr. 
Cr-IIJIJNS the H a w e  adjourned for three quarters 
of a n  hour. 

R E P L I E S  LAID 

(In re-aswnbling. 
M r .  F. L. WALCOTT : Jlr . Speaker,-I beg to 

lay the Replies to Questhons No. 96, standing i n  the 
1sinie of the honourable j ~ ~ n i o r .  member for S t .  
Thonlas; the lieplies to Questions So. 97, standing i n  
the name of the honourable junior nlember for St. 
Anclrem: the Replie< to Questionb Xo. 98, standing in 
the name of the i~onourable senior n~elnber for S t .  
Philip ; the Replies to Questions S o .  100, standing In 
the name of' the houonrable junior nleinber fo r  St. 
Lucy and the Replies to Questiol~s KO. 102, standing 
in the name of the honourable j~ul ior  inen~ber fo r  
S t .  Philip.  

AIr. ADAMS: I beg to lay the Replies to Ques- 
tions S o .  63, standing i n  the name oi  the honourable 
j u ~ l i o ~  member f o r  St.  Lucy, relative to leave t o  
public enlployees. 

SUX'PESSION O F  RFLES 88 ,1XD 89 

Xr. BDAMS: I beg to move tha t  Rules 88 and  
89 be now suspended i n  order to deal with the Bill 
of mhich I gave notice earlier this afternoon - the 
Bill iutitulecl an  Act to make provision f o r  the ap- 
pointnlent of a Puisne Judge and to prescrjibe his 
poners and dnties-as the nest Order of the Day. 

Dr. CUMNIXS seconded the lnotioll nhich was 
agreed to. 

C H I E F  J U D G E  AXD CROT?7S LATIT OOFPI'ICERS 
(ADDITIOSSL JUDGE)  BILL, 1951 

Xr. S P E A K E R :  The nest Order of the Day 
stands i n  the nsline of the honourable senior nrem- 
ber for  St.  Joseph:- To nrore the second reading 
of a Bill intituled a n  Act to make prorision for  the 
appointment of a Puisiie Judge ancl to prescribe his 
powers and clnties. 

Xr. ADAAfS: Honocrable members x-ill have 
before them cyclo-styled copiei of this Bill. His 
Lordship the Chief Justice has recently drawn to  the 
attention of the Governor the state of work i n  the 
Courts, and the necessity to h a w  sonlebody appointed 
temporarily as Pnisne Judge who would 'be able to 
take charge of work in  the High Conrts and assist 
him in  reducing the arrears of vorlr. As honourable 
members will know, there is a proposal to have a Ei l l  
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introduced in this Assembly for the re-organization 
of the Judiciary of this island. Owing to my being 
occasionally out of the island and to the illness oi 
the honourable senior member for St. dames in the 
earlier part  of this year, it has been impossible for 
the Committee which has been set up to advise on the 
re-organization to meet often. I believe that the 
honourable junior member for Christ Church and 
the present King's Solicitor have met the Attorney 
General on one or two occasions, but the rest of the 
Committee have not met. Before Mr. Justice Ward 
left Barbados he had, in collaboration with the 
Learned Chief Justice, drafted a Bill-I think it 
was when Mr. Justice Ward was acting as Attorney 
General that he drafted that Bill - which vas  con- 
aidered by the Executive Committee. Honourable 
members will therefore see that this is a matter which 
has long engaged the attention of the Executivs 
Committee, and i t  was thought by the Executive 
C'ommittee that those mem'b'ers of the House who are 
members of the Bar together with the King's Solici- 
tor should meet the Attorney General, get the advice 
of Magistrates and put our heads together and get 
some scheme of re-organisation which we thought 
would meet the necessities of the state of affairs 
existing in this island where local Administration 
of justice is concerned. 

That Bill is still being considered, but while that 
is so, the cases in the High Courts have been accumu- 
lating. I t  is regrettable that in  recent years every 
Assize Court list seems to get longer and longer, and 
i t  seems to become the fashion not to have an Assize 
sitting without a couple of cases of murder. Such 
cases prolong the sitting of that Court and the othc: 
work of the Chief Jnstice is heLd up. Although this 
Bill is to make provision for the appointment of a 
Puisne Judge and to prescribe his powers and duties 
honourable members will see from Clause 9 that i t  is 
proposed that this Act shall continue in  force only 
until the 30th June next year. This post is a tem- 
porary one for nine months 'because we hope by that 
time that not only will the comprehensive Bill for 
the re-organizauion of the Judiciary be ready, bnf  
11-ill be passed by both Houses of the Legislat~~re. 
Xeanwhile the Executive feels that this Bill should 
be passed immediately in order that some of the 
arrears of work in the High Courts should be got 
through. As honourable mem'bers know, the Chief 
Justice  ill be taking the Assize Court in a couple 
of weeks' time, which means the postponement of 
getting rid of the work of the other Courts until Dec. 
ember. I am told that honourable members of the 
Bar m411 be standing for election to membership of 
this House and therefore they mill be too busy to 
attend the Courts; that mill mean a further post- 
ponement of the work. 

1 repeat that whatever we do about this Bill will 
be of a temporary nature, but, undoubtedly the Leg 
islature will approve of the Bill which is to be 
brought down and which will make permanent the 
post 01 one or more Puisne Judges. A Puisne ciudge 
is a High Court Judge who is not the Chief Jwtice;  
he will be a person who, as  is provided in this Bill, 
will have the right to exercise the same powers as the 
Chief Judge now exercises. H e  will be equal in  
status fa r  as jurisdiction is concerned with the 
Chief .Iustice, but he will not be the Chief Justice. 

The only other provision to which I should refur 
i.; that of the salary of the Puisne Judge. One of the 
chief matters on which the aclvice of legal practit- 
ioners has been sought is whether Puisne Judges 
should be put in the same salary male or not. That 
matter has not yet been determined, but a s  regards 

this tempora~y appointment i t  mould be better to 
leave the matter as i t  is now instead of fixing i n  ,the 
Bill what this temporary Puisne Judge vill  W paid. 
W e  maj- consider going out of the island to get a 
good Judge who may 'be quite content - I do not say 
we mill do this, but a retired Judge may be content 
to come here for  lem than if this post were a per- 
manent one; on the other hand, he may want mord 
or on the other hand i t  may be possible to make out 
with one of the Judges of the Assistant Court of 
Appeal and make adjustments, to his salary. How- 
ever, we do not want t o  put in  a Bill the salary which 
we feel this post is worth permanently; I have no 
doubt that the Head of the Executive in  consultation 
with the Chief Justice will find some figure which is 
reasonable and fair to pay an acting man, but which, 
a t  the same time, may not represent the figure which 
the permanent post ought to carry. That is the only 
reason for not sending down the specific salary in the 
Bill, but i t  will be somewhere in the vicinity of 
£1,050 and S1,500 per annum. I 'beg to move that 
this Bill be now read a second time. 

Dr. CUMMINb : I beg to second that. 
Mr. BRANCKER: I am glad that attention is 

at last being paid to the fact that there is a n  arreans 
of work in the High Courts and there now is the pos- 
sibility of many High Court cases being tried. l know 
that a case has been lodged in  the Court for  Divorce 
and Matrimonial Causes over a year ago and it has 
uot been possible to get the Registrar to set down a 
date for the hearing of that case. 1 do not know if 
that is an exception to the general rule of what irr 
taking place nowadays. There is only one High 
Court Judge-the Chief Justice-and every Mazch, 
July and November he is called upon to preside at 
the Assizes, and that is about six weeks during which 
the Chief Justice has to be engaged with criminal 
matters. I am monderjng what has been the reason 
for the delay in the drafting of the Bill for re-organ- 
izing the Judiciary, because although the honourable 
senior member for  St. Joseph has had to be out of the 
island, yet when he is back with us and the rest of 
the legal profession has been available, one does feel 
that if this matter had been treated with the urgency 
with which it deserves to be treated, this Bill could 
have been on the Statute Book by now. Again, I 
om wondering if we appointed a Puisne Judge to 
carry on only until the end of Juna  next year, if we 
would get legislation drafted in  respect of the re- 
form of the Judiciary to be passed between now and 
then, and further, if we would have arrangements 
made for the accommodation of the extra Judge or 
.Judges. 1 should like to say that i t  is not only 
necessary for us to have a Puisne Judge for the 
purpose of relieving the present congestion in 
the WOYIC of the Righ Court, but also to have a 
pernxtnmt Pnisne Judge to sit in the Courf, of 
Criminal Appeal. There is no getting away from 
the fact that todav there is nothing more seriauslg 
lacking in the judicial establishment of this colony 
than a C o ~ ~ r t  of Cnjminal Appeal in which you 
should have three Puisne Judges sitting as in 
Trinidad, British Guiana or  any other colony 

;";OK. I do not know, and I gather that the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Joseph does not 
know, nho may be the person likely t o  be selected 
for thir post of Puisne Judge. I would suggest X 
those m%o may be making any recommendation to 
the Governor for trammidion to the Secretary of 
state for the Colonies, that some of the elder?-, 
retired tJ~~d,nes are not the best persons from mrll~r~i 
to make the selection for  this post. Sometimes thme 
Judges are a bit rnrrty with their law and their 
points of view in respect of sentencing people a t  



the Assizes belong to the Xiddle Ages. Of course 
if this temporary post of Puisne dudge is created, 
I would rather expect that one of the Judges of 
the Assistant Court of Appeal, who, in  the opinioq 
of the responsible authorities is capable of filliag 
this post, would be appointed and then the 
necessary adjustnzents in the Jucliciarp vonld h s r e  
to be made. Perhaps the Petty Debt Judge could act as 
a Judge of the Appeal Court and s hagistrate could 
act as Petty Dekt Judge. I have just heard sotto [ m e  
that the Junior Crown Officer inay act; well, i 
lmow that he is prepared to do anything in the 
service of his country, and if he Teels that he m w t  
bo more effectively serving his country he wonl,l 
nut be found wanting. However, I entirely agrea 
mith the appointment of an additional Judge and I 
look forward to the day when TTe d l l  have a Bill 
before us having for its object the a,ppointment of 
three Pusine Judges to sit in the Court of Criininal 
Appeal which is so nrressary. I hdarcl an honour- 
able member say sot to  voce:  "Even if they have to 
sit and do nothing." As honourable inembers know. 
no person who is found guilty and sentenced at  the 
00111 t oi (1- aA1J Sessions has the iyight of appeal as 
is the ca c in British G ~ ~ i a n a ,  Trinidad and other 
colonies wlledl?i. a point of law is involved or whet11c.r 
~t is a question of the sentence being too heavy. 
Anyway, I trust that th5s Bill before us will reeelre 
the sanction of honourable members without any 
opposition and that the appointment will be duly 
made by whoever is responsible for making such 
appointments and we will have the arrears of work 
wiped off. I also hope that provisiion wrill be madc 
for  the accommodation of this additional Judge as 
soon as possible. 

Mr. LETVIS: This is a matter in  which I call- 
not help the House, but  I believe it is one in which 
the House can help me. \I take i t  that if this 
additional Judge is to be of any use in  this colony, 
there must be a time when he will sit simultaneously 
with the Chief Justice and hear cases. (*4 MEMBER: 
All the time). I'f that is so, then this is only the 
beginning of the expense in connection with this 
matter. you will have to provide another Court 
and the usual things belonging to a C~ourt; you 
will base to provide an office and all the other 
necessary things. We cannot consider ourselves as 
having relieved any of the congesti'on 0: the work 
merely by the appointment of an additional Judge. 
The next thing is this; 1 understand that the 
appointment of another Judge will tend to bring 
about the holcling up of cases in the lower Courts, 
having regard to the non-appearance of the lawyers 
therein. If you have two Judges and the lawyer* 
have to run from before one Judge to the other, 
we do not know whaa d i l l  happen; of course we 
have an increase in  the number of lawyers and one 
may be able to hold the papers of the other until 
he arrives. I hope that the Goverllment vill  be 
able to give us some idea to what this entire proposal 
will e(;st ; I also hope that satisfactory arrallgenlelzte 

be seeing that this is only a teinpOl.ary 
yisio:l being made, but it seems to me that n e  n-ill 
havp to go bac.li to the place whwe we went at on( 
time. 

The questiori that this Bill be now read a 
second time was put ancl resol~ecl in the affirmative 
without clirision. 

011 the lnotion of JIr. ADAMS, s~co11ded by 
Dr. Cuararrss, X r .  SPEAKER l ~ f t  the Chair, and 
the TIouse went into Conzmittce on the Eill, 31r. 
SMITTI being in the Chair. 

The nine Clauses of the Bill were read arc 
passed. 

JIr.  L E T I S :  I should like to ask for the re- 
:oinmittal of Clause 81 for  the purpose of asking a. 
pestlon. That Clause reads. 

"The Puisile Judge shall receive suoh salary ac; 
he Governor-'in-Executive Comniittee shall deter- 
nine. ' '. 

11 a9m wondering if the words "with the approval 
)f the Legislature" should not be inserted i n  this 
.( ,lause. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Dr. 
~ U X M I N S ,  the CHAIRNAK reported the passing of 
he Bill in  Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and r e ~ o r t e d  
A 

mordingly. 
On motions of Mr. SDA~IS, seconded by Dr 

XMMINS 4n each case, the Bill W& read a t h i d  tin:: 
ind passed. 

31r. ADA318: Mr. Speaker,-I am moving that 
he Honse resume Committee and that it be an in- 
,truc.tion to the Honse when in Conlmittee to deal 
vith the additional Xesolutions of which I gaye 
iotice earlier making provision for the payment of 
:overnment Employees at Doclcls etc. 

Dr. CUMXINS seconded. 
The quwtion was put ancl agreed to. 
AIr. Spealm- left the Chair and the House re- 

,nmed Comniittee of Supply, Mr. Smith in the Chair. 

bUPPLtEXENTdRY RSESOLUTION NO. 31 

3Lr. XDAMS: The next Order is a Resolution 
hat the sum of Thirty Thousand One Hum- 
:ed Dollars be granted from the Public Treasury 
ind placed at  the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu- 
ive Committee to supplement the Estimates, 1951- 
52, Part  I - Current, as shown in the S'upplemen- 
ary Estimates, 1951-52, No. 31, which form the 
Schedule to this Resolution. 

Mr. Chairman,-This Resolution seeks to provide 
mder Head X X I  - Department of S:ience and 
Agriculture - $3,000 for Labour; $2,000 for Labour 
for reaping canes and $12.000 for general running 
.xpenses at the Pine Plantation. Under Head 
XXIX - &Tiscellaneous - prorision is asked of 
b4,8010 for conferences. Under Annexed Estimates, 
Head 11, Seawell Plantation, there is a provision of 
$3,000 for Labour, and under Head 111, Dodds Plan- 
tation $7,500 is sought for Labour and $80d!30 Tor 
Freight. 

As regards the first three items, note 7 shows 
that the increase of 12%% in wages for the 1951 
crop, the production bonus of 19% payable under 
the Domestic Sugar Agreement and the usual end of 
the year bonus have occasioned an insufficiercy in  
<l11 of the votes provided for the payment of wages 
:P workers in the sngar inrlustq at the Pine, Cod- 
rington Experimental Station, Dodds and Seawell 
Plantations. The supplementary expenditur~ set out 
m d e r  the various items abore i.; therefore urgently 
required. 

As regards the $4,8,00 asked for relative to Con- 
ferences the note shows that expenditure during the 
year on account of Confer~nres has been very high 
al:d the provision made in the 1951-52 Estimates 
has proved t o  be insufficient. Additional provision 
i s  reqnesterl to meet outstanding commitments and 
~xpenditnre for the remainder of the financial pear. 
I think that honourablr inenibrrc will ayree with 
:'n spite of the stnpid weers which sonirtimes appear 
in the Press arid els~where about "joy rides", the 
Conferences which mem'bers of t h ~  Government or  
others have attended hare been of s h ~ e r  nccessity. 
TIonourabIe members might be surprised to know that 
s,.me of us tried to avoid attending some of these 
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Coiiferences, fa r  from being anxious to go. The 
Conferences actually attended were such as the Trade 
Delegation Conference and the Conference held by 
the World Health Organization which was attended 
by the Director of Medioad Services. Inasnzuch as 
there is only about $900.00 left for possible future 
Conferences between now and March, this supple- 
mentary provision is being asked for. 

I beg to move, Sir, that the Resolutim do now 
pass. 

Mr. IIEWIS: Mr. Chairman,--For the benefit of 
the Government and those who attend these confer- 
encm I am going to suggest that i t  would be a good 
idea if a,fter a conference takes place same note of the 
expenses in connection therewith and how the money 
is made up is given to the H o n s ~ .  I n  that way we 
will lmow what i q  the cstabli~hed custom as r egads  
conferances, and they will probably not orrasion any 
such debate. I t  is Governnient's duty not ollly to the 
taxpayers, but to this Honse, to supply such informa- 
tion when it coiner; to a block vote for conferences. 

Que~tioii that the Resolt~tion do now pass was 
put  and agreed to ?tern. con. 

SUPPLEMENT~21ZT RESOLUTIOK NO. 32 

Mr. ADB;\IS : Mr. Chairman,-The nest Resolu- 
tion is as follows :- 

Resolwed that the sum of Eight Thoucand 
Dollars be granted f m  the Public T r~asu ry  and 
placed at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
C ommittee to wpplement the Estimates 1951-52, Part 
I1 - Capital, as shown in the Supplementary Esti- 
mates, 1951-52, No. 32, which form the Schedule to 
this, Resolution. 

This Resolntirm follows froin the l a t  one. I t  i-, 
to provide tnone? to meet additional expenditure at 
the Cent.ra,l Livestock Station and the Di&rict Agrl- 
cultural Stations occasioned by the increase of 12?4% 
in wages for the 1951 sugar crop, the productiou 
bonus of 19% payable linder the Domestic Sugar 
Agreement and the u s ~ l  end of the pear bonus. 

I beg to move, Sir, that the liesol~tioil do now 
&JaS%. 

The question was put and agreed to nenz. con. 

S U I r ~ E ! \ l E N ' P A R  RESOLUTION NO. 30 

Mr. ADAlliS : Mr. Chairman.--The llcst Iirw- 
lution is as follows:- 

Resolved thait the cunl of F'ifty-Two-Thonsanc\. 
Nine Hundred and Sisty-Three !>ollars be gra~lted 
from the Public Treasury and placed at the ci'sposal 
of the Governor-in-Escc.~ltiw Committee to supple. 
lnent the Estimates 1931-52, Part I, Current, as 
shown in the Snpplementarj Estinlatee 1951-52 
30 which forin the Schedule to this Resolution. 

IIonourilble ineinbrrh will see how this is made 
up. There is $1.375 as n grant to the Boy Scouts' 
Association on a dollar for dollar basis to  send rep- 
resentatives from this colony to the Scout Jauiboree 
in Jamaica. There is also $408.00 to proridc a11 
ex-gratia gratuity for an employee of the IIighways 
and Transport Department who hat3 not completed 
10 years of service and would not come under 
the Act. I t  is felt that this is a hard case, ancl this 
provision is sought. Provision of $3,780 is also br- 
ing asked to cover cxpenses in connection with lhe  
preparation of a new cost of living index. IIoaoar- 
able inenl'bers will see from the note that this money 
may not be spent. The Dominion Bureau of Statis- 
tics in Ottawa has kindly said that they will do it 
for us and that they may not: have t a  charge us. If 
they do have to charge, i t  will be a.bout $1,000 Cana- 
dian. So will have to have the money before W 

call tell them to go ahead. If we did not do m, aind 
they charged us, we would incuy the displeasure 
of the I-lous:. b 

The next item of expenditure is in  connection 
with the Kepresentation of the People Act. Hon- 
ourable members will see that the costs of election 
these daysethe legitimate costs-are very high. The 
figures have been carefnlly gone into. It is not pos- 
sible to see hov we will get people like Returning 
Officers, Polling Clerks and the like, except a t  the 
rates me have agreed to pay. 

T move, bir, that this Resolution do now pass. 
Dr. C ~ M M I ~ - s  seconded. 
Mr. LJ31lrlS: Mr. Cha,irman, - - I n  spite of 

the honoura~ble member's remarks we have been 
really given no details as to  how the $3,780 under 
Item 3 itr, made up. We are not told w h t  arc1 
the salaries, travelling allowances or allmv8$ces of 
any sort. Government has on occasions s ~ ~ p p h e d  such 
details in an addendum. 

Mr. J IBPP : Mr. Chairman, - AS regards 
this prolposed new Cost o'f Living Index, I am 
xvondering whether the honouralble senior member 
for 8t. Joseph can tell us inore definitely whether 
the Government will UBe this survey to my great 
extent. The explanation given t o  the Press by Mr. 
Straw recently W& not very clear on the point. 

Que~tion that the Resolution do now pass was 
pnt and agreed to nem. c m .  

011 the motim of Mr. ADAMS seconded by Dr .  
CUMXIXS the CHAIRXAN reported the passing of 
three Resolution8 in Cbmmitke. 

&. SPEAKER resun~ed the Chair and re- 
ported aci~ordingly . 

On separate motions of Mr.  ADAMS seconded 
by Dr. CUMMINS the Rksolutions p q d  in Com- 
mittce were reatl a first and second time and ;1 

agred to. 

COST O F  LIVING FOR C.D.W 
EMPLPYEES 

AIr. ADXMS: 32r. Speaker - I an1 asking 
that Order No. EJ be taken es the n a t  Order. 

There being 110 ohjcction lea,ve was granted. 
Xr . ADAMS : This Order is a Resolution that 

with effect, from the 16th day of June, 1951, a Cmt 
of Living Allovance be paid to officers employed 
under Colonial Development and Welfare Schemes, 
ait the rate<, and subject to the terms and conditioi~s 
set out in the Schedule hereto. 

This is an abstract Resolution of the same 
effect as the others dealt v i th  tod&. I move that 
the R~esoh~tion do now p m .  

Dr. C U ~ T I N S  seconded. 
The question was put and agreed to new. colt. 

C.O.L. FOR SAVINGS BANE EMPLOYEES 

Mr. DAMS : Mr. SPEAKER, - The next 
Order is the following Resolution :- 

Rcsdewl that with effect from the 16th day of 
June, 1951, a Cost of Living Allowance be paid to 

( a )  Officers in the fnll time wrvice of the 
Savings Bank who receive their salaries 
from the funds of the Bank; 

(b )  Officen who retired from the fnll time 
service of the Bank a t  any time between 
the 16th day of June, 1951, and the date 
of t,he paming of this resolution in cir- 
cumstances rendering them eligible for the 
grant of a pension or gratuity 

a t  the rakes, and subject to the terms a d  condi- 
tion% set out in the Schedule hereto. 
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Mr. D A M S  : This Riesolution seeks to pro- 
vide Cost of Living  allowance to empl~yees of th? 
Government Savings Bank, and I beg to move that 
i t  do now pass. 

Dr. C U ~ M I N S  seconded. 

COST OF LIVING ALLOWANC'E FOB 
OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE 

Mr. ADAX3 : I ask leave to deal nit11 the 
Rksolution to provide a cost of living allowance for 
the Clerk, the Deputy Clerk and the Narshal of the 
House as the next Order of the Day. 

There being no objection, leave waa granted the 
honourable member. 

On the Order being called, 
Mr. ADdlZS: This is the usual way in which 

we deal with these Officers who are Olfficers of the 
House; it is the one way in  which we can deal with 
them. This is a Resolution which does not case from 
the Qovernmellt inasmucl1 as these OfEcels are deemed 
to be our servants and not the sermnts of the Uov- 
ernment. This Resolution reads as follon s : 

ResoZved that the salaries of the Clerk, the Deputy 
Clerk and the Mmshal of the House of Assembly be 
increased by way of cost of living allowance, a t  the 
same rates and on the same terms those mentrioncd 
in Resolution No. 26 of 1951-52 relating to officers 
of the Civil Egtablishment drawing equal pay, from 
the 16th day of June, 1951:- 

viz : On the first $480 of annual salary or 
part  theredf .... .... 20 % 

On the second $480''if annual salary or 
part thereof .... .... .... 734 % 

On the third $480 of annual salary or 
part thereof .... .... .... .5 ',h 

The terms and conditions are the same as those 
relating to Officers of the Civil Establishment. I beg 
to move that this Resolutiion do now pass. 

Dr. CCMRILBNS: I beg ta second that. 
The question that this Resolution do now pass 

was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

A D D R m S  R E  COST OF LIVING ALLOWANCE 
FOR OF*FIC'EKS OF THE LEGISLATURE 

S@-. ADAMS: I ask leave to deal with, as  the 
next Order of the Day, an Address to His Excellency 
the Governor asking that legislation br irnt clown to  
provide a cost of living allowance for  the Official 
Reporters, the Chaplains and the Librarian and Con- 
fidential Secretary of the Houses of the Legislature. 

There being no objcctiol~, the honourable men~ber 
w a ~  granted leave. 

On the Order being called, 
JIr.  ADAMS: This Address wads aq follows: 

Ths Home of Asst mbly 
To 

His Excellencvt the G o v m r  

The Rouse of Amembly respectfully request. 
Your ,Excellency to send down the legislation neces- 
sary to provide a cost of living allowance a t  the same 
rates and on the same terms menbioned in Resolution 
No. 26 of 1951-52, for the Official Reporters, the 
Cha,plains and the Librarian and Confidential Secre- 
tary, of the Houses of Legislature, with effect from 
the 16th June, 1951. 

il: beg to move that this Add- do now pass. 
Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: I would like to have the position 

of the Librarian and Confidential Secrrta1.7 explained 
to me. I understancl that he is an Officer in the ser- 
vice- - - - 

Mr. 81'EAIiER : His p t  sition has not yet been 
entirely defined. 

Mr. LEilTTIS: I understand that a t  present the 
Librarian and Coafide~~tial Secretary comes under the 
Clivil Establishment. I think that the position should 
be clarified to honourable members; I am very sorry 
that i t  is hazy now. Honourable members should 
know where they stand in  a matter of this sort; i t  is 
a very unsatisfactory state of affairs to h d  that we 
have somebody working with the Clerk and nobody 
knows whether he is entirely an employee of the 
IIouse, whether he has been incorporated in the Civil 
1,ist or in any other list. It seems to me to be very 
~ m s a t i s f i l ~ t o r  that the Officers of the House cannot 
get any holiday unless- we speciaUy grant it to them, 
but thc (Library and Confidential Secretary can get 
his holiday because he is thought to be a, member of 
the a v i l  Establishment and now we discover that he 
is not a member of that Establishment. I think we 
should readily understand \\-hat 01113 po>ition is in 
this matter. 

R h .  SPEAKER: The question is that this 
Address do now pass. IIonourable members in favour 
of that will please say "Aye", those against will 
please say "No." I think the "Ayes" have it. I ask 
the honolxrabl~ senior member for St. Joseph to pre- 
~ e n t  t h i ~  ,iddress. 

Nr . SDAMS : As Your Honour pleases. 

LEtASE OF LAVD TO NE. J. W. HINDS 

Mr. ADAXS: I a ~ k  lea,ve to take Order No. 13 
as the next Order of the Day. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Or.der of the Day 
standi in the name of the honourable senior member 
tor St. l ' e t r~  .-To mow thr passing of the followmp 
Resolution - Resolution to make it lawful for  the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee to lease to James 
Winston Binds that parcel of land, abutting on Bay 
Street but otherwise surrounded by the lands of 
"Mur1a;r- Lodge" the property of the said Jam- 
Winston Hinds, situate in Upper Bay Street in the 
parish of St. Michael and containinlg by admeasure- 
ment twenty-one perches. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : This is a Resolution to 
aathorise the Gorernor-in-Executive Committee to 
lease this land to Mr. J .  W. Hinds. I t  is a matter which 
has been hanging fire for a long time. As honourable 
memberi uill secJ, the ,lddendunl to this Resollltion 
4tates : 

"011 24th Ueceinbcr, 1947, the Executive Com 
n~ittee eilterd into an agreement with Albert Clarence 
Greaves to rent him for a period of ten years with 
rRwt from 1st Janilary. 23118, the plot of land just 
sonth of the Bap Street Boys7 School (but separated 
from the  School by the gap to "Murray Lodge"). 
Sincr 1928, when the agreement expired, up to the 
time of hi5 tleath. Xr. Greaves continued to rent the 
land on a year to year basis. James Winston Hinds 
who has recently parchased the property known as 
' Xurray Lodge" from the estate of Albert Clarence 
Greaves, deceased, has enquired through his solicitors 
v-hether the Gorernment ~vould be willing to rent him 
thi\ area of land. 

Thiq Resolution seeks to give the Executive Com- 
mittee the necessary authority to lease this land to 
Jaincs Winston Hinds in itccordancp n-ith the provii- 
ion.; of the Executive Committer (,\meailment) ,\et. 
1951." 

This is only a formality. I beg to move that this 
Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. C O S :  I beg to seronct that. 
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Mr. LEWIS: I happen to know this land and 
i t  is very inconvenient for anybody owning the house 
not to have this piece of land, especially if he is going 
to carry on any kind of business there. I am wonder- 
ing if the trees which are on this land will become 
the property of the peqon who has leased it, and if, 
for his own convenience, he will be able to alter the 
situation which exists at present. I think he should 
be allowed to do so, but I would like to know if the 
Government is apprised of any special use to which 
this land will be put, or if i t  will be left as i t  is. I 
hope that the honourable senior member for St. Peter 
will be able to answer me to the best of his ability. 
otherwise let us postpone the consicleratioii of thi;  
Resolution until the honourable member can supply 
the facts. 

Nr. F. L. WALCOTT: This land was leased to 
Mr. Greaves and the lease has been going on for many 
years. I do not know if, because the lalld is leased 
tcsomebody else, something will happen to the trees. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I know that Mr. Greaves had 
leased the land and he might have been glad for some 
trees to grow there because he did not want to use 
the land; but a new person leasing this land might 
want to put i t  to some use. He might want to use it in  
carrying on 'businea. 

Mr. F. L. WAUXOTT : I n  so f a r  as the conditions 
of this lease are concerned, I will not be able to answer 
the honourable mem~ber ; I do not know what business 
the man is going to carry on. This land is adjacent to 

the property which the man has bought and he is 
asking for the same lease which Mr. Creaves had in 
respect of this land. Fo r  us to postpone this matter 
< o  as to find out whether Mr. Hinds will cut down 
the trees or allow the land to remain as i t  is, is some- 
thing which does not arise. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
MW put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

SELECT COMMITTEES DISCHARGED 

The Order Paper having been fixed. 
Nr .  SPEAKER : Before the honourable senior 

weniber for St. Joseph moves the adjournment of 
the House, I have the honour to discharge the follow- 
ing Select Committees :-The Select Co~mmittee ap- 
pointed to consider and report on the Bill to provide 
for the notification of accidents and occupational 
diseases; and the Select Committee appointed to  
consider and report on His Excellency's Message 
relating to the Farm Institute in Trinidad. 

THE ADJOURWMEXT 

Mr. ADAIv&: I beg to move that this House do 
now adjourn to this day week, the 23rd day of Octo- 
ber, 1951, a t  3 p.m. 

Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House ac- 
cordingly. 




