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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday ,  18tlb Sepien%ber, 1951 

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assern- 
bly met a t  3 o'cloclr p m ,  today. 

His Honour Mr. I<. N. R. HUSBANDS ( S p e a k e r : ,  
Messrs G. H .  ADAMS, B.A., E.  L. WARD, Dr. H. G. H. 
CUMMINS, M.D. C.M., Messrs E.  K .  WALCOTT, K.C., 
H. A. DOWDISG, F. C. GODDARD, F. E .  MILLER, F. 
E. C. BETHELL and J .  A. HAYNES, B.4. 

Prayers w-re read. 
Messrs GILL and F. L. WALCOTT entered the 

House and took their seats. 

MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meeting which was held oa 
the 4th September, 1951, having been circulated, wen 
taken as read and confirmed. 

Mr. MAPP entered the Honse and took his seat. 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,--I have the hon 
our to present from His Excellency the Governor Mes 
sages as follows :- 

MESSAGE NO. 29/195l. 

His E .~ce l l ency  t7ze Govevnor 
T o  

The HonowaOle the House of Assembly 

His Excellency the Governor has the honour tc 
inform the Honourable the House of Assembly tha 
in exercise of the powers vested in him by the Letter 
Patent passed under the Great Seal of the Uiiitei 
Kingdom, he has reserved for the signification of H 
Majesty's pleasure the Bill intituled an "Act to prc 
vide for the regulation of Public Utilities" passe 
by the House of Assembly on the 30th of Januar: 
1951. 

AIAFRED SATTAGE, 
Governor. 

Government I-Iouse, 
Earbados, 

11th September, 1951. 

EESSAGE NO. 30/1951. 

H i s  Exaellertcy The Govemor 

The Honourable the  House of Assembly  

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to 
efer to the Resolution passed by the Honourable 
Iouse of Assembly on the 21st of August, 1951, ex- 
~ressing its profound sorrow a t  the Hurricane which 
ecently devastated the Island of Jamaica, and to 
nform the Honourable IEouse that he has been re- 
ueited by the Governor of Jamaica to convey m ex- 
jression of appreciation by the people of Jamaica of 
hr Resolution of sympathy and their deep gratitude 
or the gift which has been voted by the Legislature 
or relief work in that island. 

ALFRED SAVAGE, 
Governor. 

2owrnment House, 
Ea~bados, 

18th September, 1951. 

PAPERS LAID 

Mr. ADAMS: I also have the honour to lay on 
hc Table of the House the following Papers :- 

The Pensions (Amendment) Regulations, 1951. 
Proceediiigs of the First Meeting of the Re- 

:ional Economic Committee of the British West I a -  
lies, British Guiana and British Honduras. 

The Animals (Importation) Control Regula- 
tion4. 1951. 

The Epizootic Abortion Regulations, 1951. 
Thc Swine Fever Regulations, 1951. 
The Anthrax Regulations, 1951. 
The Rabies Regulations, 1951. 

Mr. BRPAN entered the House and took his seat. 

NOTICES 

C;orernnient Notices were given as follows:- 
Mr. A D A ~  for I T r .  COX: Bill to amend the 

Paelrage Tax Act, 1941. 
Mr. ADAMS: Bill to amend the Pensions Act, 

194'7. 
Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to approve the Regu- 

lations entitled "The Pensions (Amendment) Regu- 
lations, 1951." 
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HOUSE, 

QUESTION 

JIr .  R A y 3 E S .  To enquire of the Appropri- 
ate Member of the Executive Committee present 
a t  the next meeting of the House. 

1. I s  the Go~el-nment anare  thax the tal1a;ltrj 
roads under the control of the F. c% TT. Board art. 
not being maintained ancl are thus ge;ting intcl a 
worse condition than \v11en they were reconstn~cted.  

S. If the answer to So .  1 is in the affirmatiw : 
~ i j l l  the Gouernment take steps to have this s e ~ i o n s  
state of affair5 I rmcdiccl ! 

BILT'S READ A F I R S T  TIME 

On the niotion of J l r .  ADAMS iec.onclec1 by Dr. 
C U J ~ I I S S ,  the Eill to amend the Package Tax i k t ,  
1941,  as read a first time. 

3Ir. REECE entered the House and took his seat. 
On the motion of 31r. A ~ s a r s  seconded by Dr. 

CU~IMINS, the Bill to amend the Pensions Act, 1947. 
na,s read a first time. 

3Ir. ALI'DER entered the House and tooli hiq sea?. 

ACTING CIIAIRJIAN O F  COhlM1Tl1EES 

31r. ADAAIS: J beg to move that the hononr 
able junior member for  St. J o h n  be Chairman 03 
Committees for today 's sitting. 

*Dr, CU&l&lISS:  I beg to second that. 
JIr, BETHELL, :  I beg to decline the ofice,, 
JIr. ADAJIS:  I an1 suggesting to the Housc 

that i t  should 11ot a,ccept that decline. The honour 
able lnember is  always willing to do a good job 01 

behalf of the House; when wc wanted to send i ~ i n  
to New Zealand he went faithfully to ma,int ail1 tht 
traditions of sport in  the island. I ask the $l~olll- 
able member to  re-consider his decision and  becomc 
the Chairman of Committees for  today. Tf the hdu 
curable member is  not re-considering his decisiuu 
am moving that the hon junior member for fit 
George be C h a i m a n  of Committees fo r  torlaq' 
meeting. 

Dr .  CURIJlINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. DOWDTSTG : I regret wholeheartedly thu 

I am unable to assist the honourable senior nlen~be 
for  St.  Joseph, not having any indication of wka 
inay be underta,ken this afternoon. 

Mr. ADAMS: I regret that and I beg to nlov 
that the honourable junior mwnber for Christ C11ur:c 
be Chairman of Committees for  today. 

JIr. R E E C E  : I am thankful to the houonrabl 
member for  the honour he intends to thrust npo 
me;  I lmow he appreciates thc merit which is qn t b  
side of the Table. However, inasmuch as his Parr 
happens to be the P a r t y  forming the Governme11 
I suggest to  him tha t  this honour shonld be t h r w  
on a member of his Par ty .  1 beg to move that th 
honourable junior member for St.  Thomas be Chay 
man of Committees for  the day's si t t ing; there is 11 

honourable member ~ h o  is  more fitting t o  dischaq 
those dnties than  the honour:ible junior member fc 
St. Thomas who. recentl>-, a t  the expense of the ta: 
payers of this colony, went to the United Iiingdoi 
and studied the procedure in  the Konse of Coinuno<l 
That is an  aclvantagi. which T have never h a d ;  I a1 
not a journalist and therefore I would not be clig 
ble for the honour which I V C ~ S  thrust up011 the h o ~  
ourable menlber. F o r  the reasons 1 have given.- 
again beg to more that the lronourable junior. me1 
her for St .  T h o m x  be Chairman of Con7111ittees f: 
the day 'S sitting. 

J4r. RAYNES : I beg to second that.  
The westion that the honourable junior Iller 

Ler for  St.  Thomas be Chairman of CorLlmittees fl 
the day 'S sitting was pu t  and riu;olved in tile affirm 
tive w i t h ~ y f  divisign. 

I J l r .  ~ ~ T T L E Y  entered the House and  took his 
seat. 

X r .  ADXBIS: TE 1 am i n  order, R h .  Speaker, I 
\vould like to make a statement arising out of the 
remarks of the hononrable junior member for Chris-r. 
Church. I t  is that  the talxpsyers of this island did 
pot pay for  the recent visit of the honourable jun;br 
member for St .  Thomas to the United Kingdom; i t  
is to he expected that n~embers  of the  Oppositluir 
v ill nialie mistakes of that  so!t. 

Xr. S P E A K E R :  The first Order cf the Day 
st aalds i n  the name of the honourable senior menllrcr 

r St. Joseph:-To move the I3ouse into Committee 
B Supply to consider the grant of  sum^ of nlolieq 
lr the  service of the Colony. 

On the motion of 3Ir. ADAXS, secoi l< 'd  by ~ r .  
CM1\fINS, 311'. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the HOWP 
ent into Committee of Supply, Xr. JIAPP being i n  
Le Chair. 

Mr. CKAWFORD came into the Co~a~- ,~i t tee  and 
ink his seat. 

' 

RESOLUTIOKS POSTPOSED 

f o 
of 
f 0 

C 
IT' 

tf 

t o  

le 
. S : Mr. Chairman,--I a,m asking 

ave to postpone the first two Resolutions-the Res- 
lution for  $480 i n  respect of a loan to Mr. King, 
11 Elen,elltary school Teacher. and  the one fo r  
'7,803 in  connection ~ v i t h  the purchase of a State 
i r  for  the use of the Governor. As regards Resolu- 
on KO. 1, the position with Mr. King  i. still tliz 
ime. and the attitude of the Oppositiolr ic sti l l  t)lc 
lme i n  ~ s p e c t  of Resolution NO. 2. 

There being n o  objection, leave was g r m t e d  the 
onoura~blr member. 

GRANT TO CHAPTER OF ST. MICIIAEL'S CA'FHEDRAL 
&fr. BDBMS : The next Resolution, X r .  Chair- 

]an, is  one to place the sun1 of $870 a t  the disposai 
f the Governor-in-Executive Cornmittre; TO supple- 
lent the Estimates, 1951-52, P a r t  I, Current, a s  
hown in  the Supplementar7 Estimates, 1951-52, 
lo. 24 which form the Schedule to the  Resolution. 

4 s  honourable members will see fro111 the Adden- 
ium to the Iiesolution, '.it is proposed to  make a 
:rant to the Dean and Chapter of St.  Jlichael's 
h t h e d r a l  to cover 

( a )  Expenses incurred in  connectioll -.xith the  
election, consecration and mthl-oncment of 
the Right Reverend the Lord Biilltrp of Bar- 
bados ; and 

(bl Expenses inem.rec1 in the a d m i n j s t ~ a t i o ~ l  of 
the Dioccse dnring t h e  recellt Taeancy i a  
the See." 

If there is anythinp more I can hay in respec:t 
sf this matter 1 v i l l  hay i t ;  it seems to  me tha t  these 
Ire the sort of espeubes which Trc hart. to incur 
wheg a Bishop who can be extremely ncefi1l to the  
islancl has to resign. T l ~ i i  is a princil>le ~vlijch has 
already been approT er1 h>- the EIonse. l beg to move 
that this Hesolntioll do t1o;r- pas\. 

Dr.  (TAIJIIXS:  1 b,>g 70 \econcl tllttt. 
JIr. BETIIELL : l:, tlil, a prec.eclent or is it only 

being clom in the vaw of this E i ihop?  &a this beell 
done before ? 

Xr. IIfIBliSES: I t  heeltli to me that these ex- 
?eases iho~ilt l  be c .o~-~re i l  by the Dio:.rs;i?l Synod 
Fund.  J f t v r  all, rhe matter c.onc.erlls t h e  ?ic ctioil of 
their Eishop alic! T caimot w e  why the C'cntral Gov- 
ermne~l t  sho~iltl bi. c a l l d  u p o ~ l  to pay thc\e rspensps- 
when we alrc-ad7 h x ~ e  to pcly a lot of lllolley to lieep 
the Chnrch in i t \  p r e ~ e l l t  i tate.  I t  ~ee i i l i  to IIIE t o  
be a a i tv  for  i i i  to add lnorr to the lrehc3nt expellses 
of the u ~ l c r c p  of the Church; T shollld lilip to have 
sonlcx morc informatioll on the  matter, o t h t . r ~ v i s ~  I 
shall oppose this Resolutioll. 
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Mr. ADANS: If i t  is true that a new broom 
sweeps clean, a renovated broom attempts to sweep 
even cleaner. The hononrable member has come 
back here and he seems to be more energetic than 
before; the honourable member should use his mem- 
ory and he will see that this is not any precedent. 

Xr .  MOTTLEP: Evidently, this is not a prece- 
dent ; when Bishop Hughes was enthroned this House 
voted money to meet the expenses, and in the days 
of Bishop Berkeley when the father of the honour- 
able junior member for St. Andrew was here, the 
Honse voted money to meet these expenses. I there- 
fore counsel the honourable member not to let it 
appear that we ~ ~ o u l d  deny the payment in respect 
of the enthronenlent of the Bishop. We have dis- 
cussed this matter from every possible angle and I 
think the honourable member knows that, as fa r  as 
this Party is concerned, he has the free vote relative 
to the disendowment and disestablishnlent of the 
Church. Even if the Church is disendowed and dis- 
established, in the interest of the community gen- 
erally, this sum of $870 would be such a bagatelle 
that it should be passed without any further debate 
in this Chamber. 

Mr. CR14WFORD: While i t  is true that this 
ahount might appear to be relatively infinitesimal, 
1 think that the queries which were made with re. 
garcl to this matter, were inspired more on the 
question of principle than any attempt to be parsi- 
nionions. The honourable junior member for S t  
Andrew could well make the remarks which he 
made because we have become notorious for doing 
the things which we should not do, ancl learing un. 
done the manifold things which we should do. S o  
body is going to say that the sum of $870 is too inucl~ 
to spend on the Church, and any criticism which I 
may make is not inspired by any desire to be parsi 
monious or by any anti-religious spirit. What l feel 
about the matter is this: I am just as devout as any 
body else in here and probably more so than man) 
others, but I Peel that this colony spends a lot ol 
money on the Established Church, money whick 
rpight well be spent in other directions, and even if 
there was a precedent in agreeing to expeiiditl~re of 
this sort on a similar occasion, nowadays we arc 
thinking in terms of relieving the State of the bur 
den of the upkeep of the Church and this is certainl~ 
a case for the Church to find this money from thc 
Diocesan Synod funds. The Church authorities 
should not have sent to us for this money; this 
aino~lnt is so small that it should have been founc 
from their own funds. Nobody is questionillg the 
anzount whether it is $800 or $8,000; the principle is 
wrong. The expenses incurred in the consecratior 
ancl enthronemelzt of a Bishop should be defraypc 
by the Church: and if the Church does not realis. 
by now that the principle of establishment is wrong 
we shonld take steps to make them realise that i t  is 
virony. One good way to begin to makf 
fheni realise that the principle iq wrong 
wonld have been to let them understand 
that the? have to provide these expenses t h ~ r n w l v e ~  

Mr. ADAJIS: Perhaps I should remind honovr 
able members that this is far  from being a pre 
cedent; i t  goes back as far  as the appointliient o 
Bishop Swaby in  1900. In  every case we actu 
 all^ saved money, because during the perio: 
b e t m e e n  the death or resignation of onc 
Bishop and the appoiutnient of another, thc 
salary laipsed. On the last occasion we vote( 
monev in con~lection with t h e enthronemen 
of the Bishop and the payment of somel-od! 
who acted in the office. There is a letter from : 
former senior Canon to the Govcnllnent asking tlin 
+he Government be pleased to make a grant to tht 
Dean and Chapter of St.  nlichacl's Cathedral o 
S 1 0 0  from the lapsed salary of the Bishop fcr  ser 

iices rendered in administering the Diocese during 
he vacancy of the See which was caused by the 
.esignation of Bishop Bentley. I t  was pointed out 
n the letter that a like sum was paid when the See 
,vas rendered vacant i11 1927 by the retirement of 
3ishop Berkeley and the appointment of Bishop 
3entley, in 1917 on the appointment of Bighop 
3erkeley and in 1900 on the appointment of Bishop 
Swaby. There were therefore three previous occa,- 
ions on which money was saved during the death 
r retirement of one Bishop and the appointment of 
mother and the Legislature voted money to the 
3rean and Chapter of St. Michael's Cathedral on 
,heir request. I am therefore suggesting to honour- 
ible members that they are not establishing any 
~recedent ;  they are really following two, if not 
hree. precedents, and today, as in the past, money 
s saved because the Bishop's salary has lapsed dur- 
ng the period between the resignation of the previ- 
)us Bishop and the appointment of another. In  
qhort, we can go back for 51 years from the point 
~f view of the establishment of a precedent. I hope 
;hat honourable members have got all the informa- 
tion they are requesting. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
I i~jsion.  

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by 
Dr. CUMMINS, the CHAIRMAK reported the passing of 
.me Resolution in Committee of Supply and the post- 
wmement of two. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
?cvordingly. 

On motions of Nr .  ADAMS, seconded by Dr. Cuar- 
b r r m  in each case, the Resolution passed in Commit- 
t ~ e  was read a first and second time ancl agreed to. 

EMPLOYMENT OF ?TOMES, YOUNG PERSONS 
ASD CHILDREN (AMEIZ'DMENT) BILL, 1951 

Mr. ADAMS : I ask leare to proceed with Order 
No. 9 as the next Order of the Day. 

There being no objection. leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the hononrable senior member 
for St.  Thornas:-To more the second reading of a 
Bill intituled an Act to amend the Employment of 
Women, Young Persons and Children Act, 1938. 

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker,-This Bill is in 
connection with another International Convention; 
it is an amendment to an Act which was passed in 
1938 dealing with the employment of women, young 
persons and children. This amendment differs from 
the original Act in that in the definition of young 
persons and women, the age has been extended from 
16 years to 18 years, and the definition of 
night mork has been made more flexible. I n  
Article 2 of Par t  I11 of the Schedule to this 
Rill dealing with night work, i t  is set out 
that "for the purpose of this Convention the 
t ~ r m  'niyht' signifies a period of at least eleven 
consecntire honrs, including an  interval prescribed 
by the competent authority of a t  least seven con- 
secutive honrs falling betn-een ten o'clock in the 
erening and seven o'clock in the morning." Those 
are the amendments to the S e t ;  I beg to move that 
thiy Bill be now read a second time. 

Mr. F. L. VTAT~C'OTT: 1 beg to second that. 
Mr. CRATTFORD : This iq a very useful amend- 

ment. but it does not go far  enough. The honourable 
introducer of this Bill has explained that i t  arises 
out of one of the Conventions of the International 
Labour C)rganization, b11.t I an? at  a loss to under- 
stand why the Government should only seek to im- 
plement this cpecial part of the particular Conrm- 
tion. All the amendment before us seeks to do is to 



regulate the  night mork for  young persons and 
women in  industry, but  the  particular Conveution 
also went a little fu r ther  and suggested maternity 
protection for  women employed in industry. 111 

Jamaica, for  instance, in  1941 when a similar Bill 
was being introduced to implement the terms of 
the  Convention relating to night work having regard 
to young persons and  momen, provision was inclnd- 
ed to  afford maternity protectioln of women. 111 
J u n e  this year, I gave notice of a n  Address which 
specified the  principles under  which the Convention 
itself should operate. That  Address reads as  f o l l o w  : 

The House of Assenzbly 

His Excellemzj t7ze Govemtor 

The House of Asseinbly respectfully suggest that  
provision shall be made a t  the  earliest date for  ma- 
ternity protectioz fo r  women employed in  industrial 
and  commercial undertakings and accordingly re- 
quest the introduction of legislation to prohibit the 
enlployment of women in specific undertakings for  
a specified period before and after confinement ; to 
afford them the right to leave mork on production of a 
medical certificate stating tha t  confinen~ent will take 
place withjn this specified period and to entitle them 
to  a percentage of their salaries for  the  entire period 
before and  after confinement; maternity leave to be 
extended on the presentation of a ineclical certificate 
to the effect that  as a result of pregnancy or c20nfinc- 
m m t ,  the  woman is unable to resnnie mork a t  the  
expiration of the specified period. 

The Jamaica amendment of 1941 does what we 
propose to do today, bu t  it goes fur ther  and  includes 
i11 the same Bill suggestio~ls which I made in  the 
Address of which I gave notice in June  this year. 
The Jamaica Act defines night work, i t  cites the 
cases in  which the einploynzent of women is allowed 
and i t  empowers the  Government to makr  regula- 
tions which may restrict or prohibit the employment 
of women in any specific class of industrial under- 
taking. It also restricts the  employinent of woinen 
af ter  childbirth and provides for  the health and 
safety of wonzen employed in any industrial nnder- 
taking. Other places like Ceylon and Nigeria have 
implemented this Conrei~t ion in  the manner in which 
Jamaica has done, and I believe tha t  this Govern- 
ment ~voulci have becl: well advised to  include in  
this Bill a provision which would have afforded ma- 
ternity protection of women employed in  industrial 
undertakings. I n  a colony like this there should not 
be any need fo r  enzphasising the desirability of pro- 
tection for  women who are  pregnant ;  we are  now 
implementing another Convention suggested by the 
I.L.O. and since the  proposals I am making today 
a r e  par t  and parcel of the  Conventions out of which 
this Bill is before us today, and since other British 
colonies have found i t  expedient to protect women 
employed in  industrial undertakings in  the manner 
I have nientioned, I see no reason why this Bill should 
s top where i t  is and why the Government should not 
deal with the matter comprehensirelp. I am snpgest- 
ing tha t  since the protection of pregnant won~en  in 
industry is just a s  important, if not more important 
than protecting women against excessive ~ r o r k  at 
night ,  the Government shoura postpone the fn r th r r  
consideration of this Bill so as  to include a n  amend- 
ment to provide protection f o r  women employed in 
industrial  undertakings. and present a comprchen- 
sive Bill for  the approval of the Legislature a t  the 
earliest possible moment. I therefore beg to move 
t h a t  the fur ther  consicleration of this Bill be post- 
poned. 

The question tha t  this Bill be now read a second 
t i m ~  was put  ancl resolved !n the affirmatire rnithout 
division. 

811 the motion of Dr. CUMNIKS, seconded by Mr. 
1'. L. ~TALCOTT, 3fr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the 
House went into Connnittee on the Bill, Mr. XAPP 
being i n  the Chair. 

Clanses 1 and 2 were read and  passed. 
Clause 3 was read. 
Dr. CUJQIINS : 1 beg to move that Clause 3 

stand par t  of the Bill. 
Mr. E'. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second that. 
Air, 31)ANb : I am grateful t o  the honourable 

senior member for St.  Peter for drawing my attention 
to what, I lllust confess, 1 did not remember stralght 
off; i t  is that there is a ~ e p a r a t e  Convention concern- 
ing the pomt raised by the honourable junior member 
for  St. Philip. There is a Convention of 1919 which 
deals with maternity protection and i t  is quite con- 
ceivable that  we will ask the House to ra t i ty  it. I n  
this Bill v;e are f ix~ng  the hours of night work for  
nomen and young persons; I think we should bring 
in the terms of the Convention dealing with maternity 
protection, but it does not necessarily follow that  we 
should bring forward the terms of that Convention 
now. 

Mr. CKAWE'ORD : What is important is  that  the 
Jamaica Act of 1941 was so comprehensively drafted 
that  i t  embodied the terms of both Conveiztjons; it 
provided protection in respect of night work fo r  
women and also for  maternity protection. There is n o  
justification for making tmo bites a t  the same cherry, 
except the Government is admitting t h a t  the fajlure to 
implement the other Convention is purely an omission. 
(Mr. A D M I S :  The I .L.0.  made three bites a t  i t ) .  
Then are me to make the same three bites ? 1 think we 
should benefit from the mistakes of the I.L.O. As a 
matter of fact, the honourable senior member for St. 
Joseph has forgotten that  the I.L.O. Coilvention pro- 
vides for a period of six weeks' rest before and after 
~hildbirtl i .  The Convention to which the honourable 
member has referred is 32 years' old and because the  
Convention in  respect of maternity protection was not 
brought forward a t  the same time as  that  n-ith regard 
to night work for  women (Mr. XDBJIS:  Goth were 
dealt with in  1919) are we to jinplement one in  
1551 and the other in  1961: Jamaica is not so 
b:wkward as, a lot of people would hare  us be- 
Lere, because in 1941 that colony illlplelnented all 
the Conventions and in  19511 we can only irnple- 
nient 011e of them. The Government feel that  be- 
cause thev omitted to make any reference to mater- 
nity protectio~l in  this Bill, they should bring forward 
a special Bill to include protectioq for maternity 
cases; well, that is their prerogative, but  bince \ye 
hare  a preecdent for the implementation of this other 
Conrention by  other colonies as long as 10 years ago, 
we are  walking miles behind other colonies. We a re  
dealing with this matter in a piecemeal manner:  me 
are implementing one thing toclay with the under- 
standing that  in  the distant fnture me may procead 
with the iinplementation of the other. 

The question that Clause 3 stand par t  of the 
Bill was put and resolved in  the affirmati~-e without 
division. 

Par ts  I1 and 111 of the X~hedule were read and 
passed. 

On the inotion of Dr. Cunrmm, seconrlect by X r .  
P. L. WALCOTT, the CFIAIR~~AS reported the passing 
of the Bill in Committee. 

Alr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reportcd ac- 
cordinply. 

On inotions of Dr .  C v n n r r ~ s ,  seconded b p  Xr. 
F. T,. TVALCOTT ill each case, the Bill xvas read a 
third time and passed. l 
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FACTORIES (AJIEND31EXT) BILL, 1951 

Sir.  S P E A K E R ,  The next Order of the Day also 
stands i n  the name of the honourable senior member 
for  St.  T11omas:-To move the second reading of 
a Bill to amend the Factories Act, 1947. 

Dr. CUMJIISS:  31r. Speaker,-This Bill is a n  
amendment to the Factories Act, 1947, which was not  
workable without a Factory Inspector; eflorts have 
been made to obtain the services of a suitable Offic,r 
but they have been unsuc cdesful so far .  The Secretary 
af State fo r  the Colonies has suggested certain amend- 
ments to the Act and the Labour Commissicfier has 
suggested other changes. It is unusual to amend a n  
Act before it has been brought into operation, b u t  
snch action is considered to be justified in  this in- 
xtance i n  view of the Act being ~mworlrable i n  its pres- 
e n t  form and the desirability of having worka5le 
legislation ready when the Factory Inspector arrives. 
This Bill seeks to abolish the Factory Board and to 
vest the powers of tha t  Board in  the Labour Commis- 
sioner, and a more ~omprehensive definition of a fac- 
tory is given. The right is given to an  inspector to 
remove dangerous conclitions in a factory and there 
is  also given the right of appeal to the Assistant Court 
.of Appeal. 

Clauses 25 ancl 26 of the Principal Act which 
provide fo r  the notification of accidents are being re- 
pealed, since tha t  provision will be covered by a separ- 
ate Bill-the Notification of Accidents and  Occupa- 
tional Diseases Bill. A s  I have said, a more living 
definition of a factory is given. Clause 3 of the Bill 
provides a romprehen5ive definition of a factory and  
includes any factories owned or operated b y  the Gov- 
ernment or by any parochial or other public body. 
This Clause is based on the definition of a factory i n  
the Trinidad and Tobago Factory legislation. Clause 
4 of the Bill repeals Clauses 3, 4 and  5 of the Act 
a n d  substitutes three new Clauses which provide ( a )  
t h a t  the inspection of all  factories shall be the d ~ t y  of 
the  Labour Commissioner; (b )  that the registration 
of factories, the establishment of the Factory Board 
and the IFactory Appeal Board be abolished as  I have 
already mentioned : and (c )  that owners of factories 
shall notify the Labour Commissioner bf the existence 
of factories within a time specified in  the Rill. Clause 
5 binds the Crown, b u t  i n  case of any public emer- 
gency, the Governor-in-Executive Coninlittee may 'by 
order exempt the Crown from conzplyinq with the 
provisions of the Act. Those are the main points i n  
connection with this Bill which seeks to amend the 
Factories Act, 1947; I beg to move that this Bill be 
now read a second time. 

Mr. F. L. WALCIOTT: I beg to second the 
motion for  the second reading of this Bill. I h a m  
heard that  some honourable members want the con- 
sideration of this Bill to be postponed, (but I ~ m n t  
t o  say that  i t  is not the Government's business if 
honourable members do not pay more attention , to 
matters which are to be dealt with bv the Rouse. If 

:omes to the yuestioli of postponing this Bill, I want 
holloarable members to realise tha t  the Trade Union 
:t the last conference passed a, Resolution pointillg 
, L I ~  to the (;overnment the importance of appointing 

Factory In5pector and  bringing this factory legis- 
lation u p  to date. When honourable members say 
that they have not had the time to read this Rill, 
that is a joke bec4ause this Bill has been on the 
Order P a p e ~  for  the last four  weeks. 1 cannot 
tlgree to the postpcmeinent of this Bill. 

\Ye are  removing this old Factory Board and 
putting certain matters in  the hands of the Labour 
Commissioner. Irlono~~ra~ble members who are  aware 
of similar legislation i11 Trinidad will realise tha t  
the Labour Commissioner and the Factory Inspect- 
or are independent in the carrying out of the Act, 
but the Factory Illspector is under  the Labour 
Commissioaler. Similarly in  Jamaica there is a 
Labour Indnstrial  Adviser and there are F a c t y y  
Inspectors; i t  i s  better tha,t certain matters should 
come under the scope of the Labour Commission'er 
tlian under the scope of a topiheavy Boarcl. The 
main purpose of this Bill is to protect the worker 
and  I do not see why any honourable 1n:mbe~ 
should want the  considera,tion of this Bill to be 
postponed. The operation of this Bill mill be m?der 
the control of the ILaboilr Commissioner and that is 
es i t  should be, and in this island me have always 
liked the Courts to deal with matters snch as those 
under the Workmen's Compensation Act. I say that  
the workers welcome this Bill Fecause they ~x-ant the 
Government to appoint a Factory Inspector to cee 
that factories are  properly r u n  and so prevent 11s 
from writing to onners of factories on behalf .of 
people whose bread-minl~ers have been lost. 7rTrith 
those reniarks, I have much pleasure i n  secondillg 
the motion for  the second r ~ a d i n ,  of this Bill. 

Mr. JIOTTLElr :  The honoura,ble senior meal- 
ber for St.  Peter is pret ty  fresh having just re- 
turned from his vacation. Wi th  regard to the 
suggestion that  honourable members would have 
this Bill in  their possession and  not have enough 
time to read i t  a n d  they should back down and  
let other people who have the time come forward, 
I take that for  what i t  is ~ ~ o r t h .  There are times 
when all of us i n  this House might be pressed n i t h  
our business other than  political business mld y e  
might not be able to  get through the reacling of 
Bills. I agree that  we have had this Bill before 
us  for  some time. Nobody is saying that a, Bill 
of this nature should not be passed; ever-body 
will agree with tha t ;  but  when you have a volmll- 
inons Bill with numerous amendments, it is a, 
question of reasoning out the matter. The honour- 
able member who has just sa t  down has  studied 
the implications of this Bill more than a n y  of us  
hecanse i t  is a pa r t  of his business to do so. alld 
if people want to  go into this Bill with the hon- 
ourable member who represents the point of view 
of the Union and  the employees, there is notli i l~g 
wrong in  suggesting the postponement of this Bill. 
The passing of a Bill of this nature is  necl.ssa!.;- 
i n  a community where xou have factories allcl un- 

they have more inlportant business to-look after, they 
c*r call retire. It is all r ight fo r  the  honour- 

able senior member fo r  the City to talk about post- 
poning the consideration of this Bill, bu t  he does 
not  know the number of people who have lost theii 
brea(11vinners throuah the old medieval system of 
running factories. We have had a state of aflpirsl 
whereby we nearly had two deaths within two years 
i n  the year before last  it was only the mercy of God 
tha t  prevented somebody from being killed. The 
time has come ~ v h e n  we must make provision for  m&- 
ing workers safe while they are  a t  work. When i t  

19 

dertakillgs ill which people are  liable to l o s ~  th,ir  
lives; but  the question of our  going into Commit+ee 
(Jr Select Collllllittee On this Bill IIOW is different 

l from Post~ollin,rr it. 
I ~ o u l d  not claim to know ar much about the im- 

plications of this Bill as the  honourable sellior lllcm- 
ber fo r  St.  Peter because his job is collnectetl lvith 
the ~ r o r k i n ~  of the Bill : bnt although we m;t- llare 
read this Bill there will he something 011 which the 
honoura,ble member or the honourable senior ~~lclm- 
ber  fo r  St .  Joseph can enlightelz us, and therefore 
there is  nothing wvrong in  a\king fo r  a confprznce 
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i n  respect of this Bill. Surely there are honourablt- 
mlembers on this side of the House, who have read 
this Bill and there a,re certain anienclnzents which 
might be better made i n  Select Committee. 

Mr. VTARD: I do not  think that  any  honour- 
able member of this House would vote against thr' 
B111; I feel tha t  machinery should be so well pro- 
tected tha t  accidents or death moulcl be prevented 
The hononrable senior nzember for  St.  I'eter has said 
that  we have had instances in  which people have 
been killed or injured, but there is file question of 
the  carelessness of the  employees. Whatever hap- 
pens a t  a factory is not  the faul t  of the factory; 
therefore what the  honourable member has said does 
not carry so much weight with me. Evrryone knows 
t h a t  pnre accidents mill take place w h ~ t h e r  niachin- 
ery is fenced or not. 

AS regards this Bill, I really did not expect that  
we would have got to it today and there a re  certain 
things which I feel we should check u p ;  I s tar ted 
to read the Bill bu t  I did not get through all  of it. 
I feel tha t  we should check the amenclnlrnts and see 
how this Bill stands in relation to the  other Bill. 
I c10 not think tha t  the  postponement of this Bill for  
a week could make any difference, and the consid- 
eration of the Bill could be made the first Order of 
thp Day next Tuesday. Let us have time to go into 
the  matter and have a Factory Bill which we feel 
IT-ill be for the  good of the community. We cannot 
pass a Bill \\-hen we are not satiofied a s  to the 
changes which are  being made; me are  not here to 
kill tne Rill; we a re  here to  protect the c~ommunity. 
I t  is in the interest of the  community to have ma- 
chinery fenced so as  to prevent any damage from 
being clone to  any  individual. I cannot see tha t  we 
are t r y ~ n g  to prevent this  Bill from going through;  
we ~ i ~ a n t  to  be in a position to say thilt we have a 
workable Act which will cover all the matters which 
may arise. I say that  the postponeniei~t of this Bill 
for  a week cannot harm the Bill: I therefore beg to 
move that the consideration of this Bill be postponed 
for  a week and i t  can be made the fir-t Order of the 
Dny at the next meeting of the House. 

Mr. DOWDING: When one uses the word 
"factory" in this islaud people immediately think 
cf a sngar factory. I agree with the honourable 
~ l e m b e r  who has just sat  down and I beg to second 
the motion for the postponement. There are a great 
urany things i n  this Bill, which have been made 
into one; this is a n  amendment to a Eill on which 
there was a protracted debate which lasted for  
s ~ v e r a l  meetings i n  1947. The Bill was sent to a 
Select Committee that Comnlittse . presented its 
R ~ p o r t  and eventually the Rill wa.; passed by thc 
House. I am a t  a loss to understand why, if the Bill 
V R S  SO nrgently needed, i t  has never bcen put  into 
cperation. The fact that the Secretary of State for 
ike Colonies has commented on the inspection of 
boilers is, in my opinion, a minor thing which can 
be dealt with a t  any later date. I n  the Bill before 
ni there is going to be the abolition of the Factory 
L o a d  the establishineat of which was agreed to on 
the first occasion, and we are going to adopt a 
S; stem of authority bring exercised h>- the Labour 
('ommissioner. Funnily enough, the Lnbonr Com- 
r issioner. ~vhose advice has been given to us, is 
a190 the gentleinan who is respollhible for a great 
dm.1 of inaccurate advice. Tt seems ri&cu]ouq to 
I I~P ,  one who has some linowleitgp of a factovy, 
tha t  the Labour Con~missioner should have authorjt:; 
In matters of fencing machinery, silic.p I an1 certairl 
that hi.; office does not call for t r a i n i q  ill that 
technical type of work. There cannot be ally doubt 
xhatsoever that no one on this side of the H~~~~ 
T'iqheq to see this Bill pushed into ally hole or post- 
1")lled for  ally length of time, but this is a matter 

nhiclz vitally concerns the industry of this islancl 
allcl it should therefore be given the greatest con- 
,icleration. We are constantly placing more and 
nlore unnecessary work on this administrative office ; 
1 say it is unnecessary ~ t o r k  because I hare not 
1,eard the honourable introducer of this Bill say why 
the Factory Board should not be i n  authority. We 
?re  placing more and more work on this adininis- 
trative Department because regardless of the type 
of Bill me are  passing, we pnt  some authority 
into the hands of the Labour Commissioner. I 
cannot see where this sort of thing is going to end 
became the members of the staff are  crying out 
fo r  ouehvork and nnclerpap. TTTe are  placing more 
and  more responsibility on this Department where 
there is not the  necessary technical training, but 
the work could be more efficiently and  economically 
carried out by a Board such as tha t  which was re- 
commended by this House in the first place. It 
seems to me luclicrons that  af ter  much discussion 
in  Select Committee and protracted debate in  this 
House, a Bill should not be put  into operation be- 
cause of a minor amendment recoimnended by the 
Secretary of State for  the  Colonies and  a major  
amendment recommendecl by the Labour Commis- 
sioner. 

I f  honourable members wers to refer to the debate 
cn the original Bill they mill see that  practically every 
member of the House a t  the time spoke on the mat- 
ter. It was fully debated and several di~fisions were 
called for ; members representing all shades of opinion 
spoke on this matter. The Bill had been referred to  
a Select Committee, which was a very ful l  and rep- 
resentative Committee-a Committee which in  my 
opinion, was representative not only i n  intelligence, 
but it was also well-balanced in  its representation 
of the people. But the Bill which was eventuall- 
passed, has not been proclaimed law. I regret if I 
am speaking a t  length on this matter, but I have 
not heard anything from the honourable introducer 
as to the discrepancies or the impracticability of the  
working of the Board, the establishment of which 
was agreed to when the original Bill was before the  
House. 

There is a matter which was taken u p  on the last 
occasion, but which I find has not been taken u p  on 
this occasion; unless my source is incorrect, on the 
last occasion that  matter was well debated by per- 
sons primarily concerned with it. I n  my opinion, 
it should always be the practice of the Government 
when introducing any legislation to have some com- 
munication with the particular representative body 
i11 respect of that legislation. I n  this case I believe 
there was one informal meeting with the President 
and  the Secretary of the Sugar Producers' Federa- 
tion, bnt nothing official whatsoever has been done. 
It seems to me that a Body such as  the Sugar  Pro- 
clucers7 Federation which had fully agreed with tlre 
Bill on the last occasion, should be given the op- 
portunity of having solve say i n  connection with 
this Bill before it becomes law. I shall deal with 
the matters I have meiitioiied fully when the House 
goes into Committee on the Bill because I feel th-y 
need to be debated. F o r  the reasons I have given 
along with the fact that this Bill will necessitate 
a long debate and we on this side of the Table a r e  
unable to remain here to-day to give the Bill the 
necessary attention, I am seconding the motioll for 
the postponement of the Bill for another week. 

Mr. MILLER : I do not know if m y  effort to 
get this Bill through thiq Chamber will ha~re  any spec- 
ial effect on hono~~rab le  members. I think the post- 
ponement of this Bill which is an  amendment to the 
Act of 1947, could be likened to a crime. I f  you 
examine the sugar industry you u d l  find that  it has 



d a i i n e d  inore victims than any epidemic has claimed 
i n  this colony. I an1 thinking in  terms of the manu- 
facture of sngar i11 Barbados, and I say that  i t  has 
claimed niore victiins than a n y  epidemic in  this 
island has claimecl, including cholera. I t  is still be- 
lieved u p  to to-day in  some quarters i11 England that 
the inanufacture and crystallization of sngar could 
not take place without the presence of negro blood. 
I speak mith feeling on this nlatter; to-day honour- 
able nzeinbers who find theniselves i n  thi5 House on 
the popular rote, and who epjoy the  r~u ln ing  of 
factories a t  tlie people's cxpense are saying that this 
Bill shonld be postponecl. I own and operate a fac- 
tory i n ~ s e l f  and I ~vi l l  say that t h e r ~  are inenibers i n  
this Chamber who arc equally as interested i n  the 
people, as those v-ho own ancl operate factories if 
not more so, and I say tha t  to postpone this Bill for 
a day is a crime. To-clay i11 any country ~i-here 
factories are operated you mint hare protection for  
people; I h a ~ e  often heard that nlachinery hacl to be 
stopped so as to take a inan out of it. It is not 
reasonable to believe that a man will sleep all day 
a n d  if he is called upon to work for l 6  or 17 hours, 
abviously he will sleep. He  is open to the loss of 
his life and i t  is felt that that man s h o ~ ~ l d  be pro- 
tected from the loss of his life. Do honourablz 
nlembers want to postpone for another week this Bill 
ri-hich has been before them for four weeks? Nobody 
~ v h o  has any connection with a factory sho~~lcl  want 
i o  postpone this Bill. I hesitate to w v  what 1 fet.1 
about this matter. I repeat that it n o d d  be a crime 
to postpone this Bill ;  we do not want to continue 
with conditions under u-hich v e  always have victims 
being collected. 

Mr. ADAMS : Y e  know that an Election is 
around the corner, we know tha t  sonic of the hon- 
ourable inembers of the Opposition will not be coining 
back and therefore they are having their last fling in 
this Hoase. However, I am appealing to then1 ay meni- 
bers of the coinniunitv. if not future  nienlbirs of 
th is  
a n y  
for  

Assembly, to see t ca t  they will not do 
good if the only reason they have 

a n  adjournment of this Bill is that 
not had the opportunity of reading the Bill >luring 
the past week or two. I t  is not that this Bill lias 
.come to them like a bolt from the blue: they k m v  
that we were about to proceed with this Bill. What  
is the point that  the Gorwnineiit is asking honour- 
able members to accept to-day? The point which 
was raised when the Bill was first discussed was in  
connectioii with the appointlnelit of a Factory Boar. l :  
we now feel on mature consideration and on the ad- 
rice of those who may hare  to see after the work- 
ing of the Bill and on the advice of those who have 
seen the working of Factories Acts in  other colonies, 
that i t  is better not to have the cwmbcrsonle ma- 
chinery of the Board but to leave the matter with 
the Department of Labour as is thc case in some 
other countries. That is all that honourable mein- 
bers are being asked to agree to in this Bill ;  bu t  
just because they can get a niajorjty to out-vote the 
Gorernnient, they are asking for the poitponenlelit 
of this Bill. 

As regards the honourable junior niembrr for 
St.  Ggorge, i t  is a plrasnre to listen to him: when 
I an1 listening to him i t  is the same thing as if 1 
an1  e ear ling about the French Re~olnt ion.  That is 
:LP aninsing-, brit it doe.: not get the bniines- of t'le 
colony any  further.  I f  honourahlz members have 
any point to niake let them make i t  and let the Gov- 
ernment answer i t ;  if they are points in this Bill 
nhich holiourable members have to raise. the GOT.- 
mnment  ill give a guarantee that if me cannot 
satisfy those hononrable nienlbers with the ansrqTers, 

we will postpone consideration of the Bill. The Fac- 
tories Act was passed by  the Legislature four  years 
ago and i t  has been pointed out to us  that  i t  is 
not as worl~ible as this Bill. To-day, after this 
Bill could havt. been dealt with a few '~'uesdays ago. 
hoilourablc iiit.mbers are saying; "Let u s  adjonrn it 
again." That is not good enough. I appeal t o  the  
honourable senior nlember fo r  St .  James, who has 
tremendous influence with his Par ty ,  to see that there 
is no substantial reason for  the members of the Op- 
position asking for a postponement of this Bill. I 
appeal to hiin t o  get them to see that  there is no point 
i n  postponing this Bill without any real reason f o r  
cloing so. If those hoi~ourable inenibers say that they 
~ i a n t  more time to see the implications of this o r  
tbat Clsuse, t l ~ a t  woilld be a cliiferent matter. \\;hrii 
ihe niembers of the Opposition say that  they are 
anxions to get nleasures of social reform on the 
Statute B ~ o l i  airc? they are anxious to have a coalition 
to-niorron-, do they mean it? God help us if m have 
a coalition with them; I an1 perfectly willing to have 
a coalition with them if they will carry out Labour 
principles, and they will have to show that  they 
really understand social principles. So far,  the 
nielnbers of the Opposition have not said anything 
reasonable as to why there should be a postpone- 
nient of thi> Bill; the Act was discussed a t  great 
length four )-ears ago and we caniz doxi-ii on tlie side 
of the Factory Board. It  has now been pressed upon 
us that w\.c should not have agreed on the establish- 
ment of t l i ~  Factory Soad, but we should have the  
Labour Commissioner in  coiitrol. That  is all which 
is b ~ f o r e  ns ;  we hare  come back to what we discussed 
four years ago. The Crown is made liable to a prose- 
cution i11 the same way as a private m~ployer .  Are  
honourable ineinbers still asking f o r  a postponement '! 
Why should we postpone this matter G Let  honour- 
able nienlbers raise every point and ask the Govern- 
ment for an  explanation. 

X r .  E. K. WALCOTT: I have been trying to 
avoid saying anything about this matter. \Ye agree 
that there should be a Factories Act i n  operatioiz; 
i Factories Act was passed i n  1947 bu t  it ims  no^ 

Ieen p u t  into operation. This Bill which is now 
~ e f o r e  us is Order No. 11 on the Order Paper  and  
nhen we have a Bill like this we should like to give 
t the consideration which i t  should be given. If 
:he hononrable member had intimated to us tha t  he 
intended to cleal mith Order No. 11 to-day I would 
have called a meeting of our ineinbers for the pur- 
pose of going through this Order and getting the  
necessary advice as to whether there is anything i n  
the Bill which would niake any  difference. That is  
the position in which I find myself. There is the  
disapproval of the Labour Commissioner taking the 
place of the Factory Board;  tha t  has been the sub- 
ject of honrs of debate and the hononrable member 
has jnst said that other colonies have decided on 
the Labour Coin1ilis4oner t a k i n ~  the place of the 
Eoard. TT? shonld like to check u p  with other 
Legislation and to delay the consideratiol~ of the Bill 
for a ~vreli  for that purpose. We on this side of 
the EIunie have strong objection to p ~ ~ t t i n g  the 
Labour Comlnissioner in  charge of anything except 
n hat  he is in (*barge of now; we do not v a n t  to r e p y  
the Bill to a Select Coinniittee so that the charge 
shonld not be lnadc that  some delay ~ ~ - o n l d  take 
place in  Selcct @onunittec.. T think that the post- 
ponement of this Bill for  a week shonld be allowed 
so that me can pick out any itcl11 which ~i-c  rrant t o  
check and see how i t  works. 

I shonld like to say tha t  there is no iiitc~ntion 
on this side of the House to have anything to dn- 
with any coalition. I hare  ncrer  heard of i t :  thC& 
must have been said after a drink had ~ P P I I  tsi;;n 
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add we wanted to be merry;  tha,t is more likely 
to be a matter of being genial and  friendly 
but  not to be taken i n  any serious manner. 1 
say that there is no desire to postpone this Bill in- 
definitely; it can be made the first Order of the Day 
a t  the nest meeting, and nobody would be able to  
say that he was not aware tha t  the Bill would be 
dealt with. I repeat tha t  I have not had any meet- 
ing  of the members of m y  Par ty  to discuss this Bill. 

Mr. BRANCKER entered the House and took his 
seat. 

The question tha t  the considera,tion of this Bill 
be postponed fo r  a week was p n t  and rcsolvbd i n  
the affirmative. 

A division was taken a s  follows:- 
Messrs. 

BZECE,' HAYXES, E. K. WALCOTT, BETHELL,  WAR^ 
and GILL--9. 

Xoes : illessrs. MAPP, ALLDER MTLLER, BKYAN, F. 
L. X T ~ ~ . c o ~ ~ .  DR. CUMMINS, Messrs. ADAXS and 
X.RANC'KER.-8. 

T H E  ADJOURNMENT 

JIr.  ADAMS : I beg to move that  this House 
do now adjourn for half a n  hour. 

Dr.  CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. E. K. WALCOTT. I beg to move a s  an 

amendment that the words "half an  hour" be de. 
leted and the words "this day week" be inserted 
i n  place thereof. The reason for  moving that amend. 
ment is, I think, known to the honourable senior 
member for St.  Joseph, and I hope he will agree 
to the adjournment fo r  a meek. 

Mr. ADAMS: F o r  many years many of ur 
with a smile used to agree not to have a meeting oj 
the  House on a day whlen there would be a clas1 
with a meeting of the Barbados Turf Club because 
the honourable member was a prominent member o. 
that  Club. We always did tha t  with a smile and  i 
did not mat ter ;  but  to-day there is very little tirnc 
before the dissolution of the IEouse and there is stil 
much to be done. I believe that  honourable mem 
bers on that side of the House want to attend soml 
private fnnction, but they did not have the decenc! 
to tell me that they want an  adjournment for i 

week because somebody is having a cocktail part! 
and they want to attend it. Honourable member 
are being paid for coming here and carrying oi 
the business of the House and honourable nlen~ber 
over there have the effrontery to ask for the adjourn 
nient of the House for  a week a t  this stage to go tl 
someboclp's house and drink a little rum. I f  the hon 
onrablc member who is the Deputy Leader of t h  
Opposition had told me that  the members of t h  
Opposition wanted to attend a private function an,  
asked if the Government would make i t  convenien 
for them to attend this fnnction, that would hav 
been all well and good; but  I have not heard tha 
from one single member of the Opposition. The men 
bers of t 11~  Opposition have not paid me the courtes 
to COIIIP and sap;  "We propose to leave the Roue 
early because we should like to go to a private fun( 
tion ; clo poll mind granting an  early adjournment ? 
I n o v  see why those honourable members wer 
opposed to going on with the Factorieq Act ;  they d 
not want to stay here, they ~ v a n t  to go to 50111, 

body's home. This is not a question of a bereay, 
ment:  this is a rum spree. That is not good enong 
a'nd the 11-orqt thing about i t  is that they have lz( 
no t i f i~d  +he Government about the matter. T am as1 
ing  the hoiiourable senior member for St.  Saincs ? 
ijonsider this matter and see that the position is n( 
good enough; they are using the strength of the 
m e m b ~ r c  to get this adjournment for  a week. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : This Governlnent has 
~ lways  made it clear tha t  no private function should 
)e allowed to clash with a meeting of this House. 
.n so f a r  as  I am concerned, there is no person whb 
~ o n l d  cause me to pu t  any occasion i n  front of a 
ueeting of the House. It is now clear why honour- 
ible members of the Opposition did not want to deal 
,vith the Factories Bill ;  we can go right around the 
.ountry and let the people know what the position 
is, because those honourable members do not repre- 
;ent the masses of the people. This i n  a n  indication 
that they are more concerned with their private bnsi- 
bless-thev even ~ u t  a cocktail par ty  before the ser- 1 
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of tile pop ie ,  and the hollourable senior mem- 
for  St.  James has moved the adjournment of 
House for  a week a t  this stage. When it suits 

he honourable member, he jumps u p  and  asks tha t  
matter be ~ e m o v e d  from the Order Paper, although 

e had nothing to  say on that matter. 
&-.  E. K. WALCOTT: I s  there not a Rule of 

he House which says that honourable members can- 
iot refer to any  matter which has been decided by  
he House except for the purpose of revoking the 
lecision? The honourable member is ~ e f e r r i n g  to 

previous decision of the House. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I just want to say that  

t was agreed that the I-Louse should be adjourned 
,t 5 o'clock for half a n  hour because honourable 
nembers have said that after five o'clock it was hard  
rn them to continue sitting without a n  adjournment, 
jut now they want the House adjourned for  a week 
)ecause they tvant to attend a private party,  and 
he whole bnsiness of the House must be stopped. 
f they were running the business of the House a n d  
pne of the Clerks asked for time off to attend a 
3rivate party, they would say that he should b e  
ired or he would have to look for a job to-morrow. 
iTTho are the people who are asking for the ad- 
journment of the House for a week a t  this stage?- 
I'he same people who are telling the electorate t o  
-eturn them to the House. 

The honourable junior member for  St. George 
s singing his last amen; there is a certainty tha t  he 

C S  not coming back here, imless he brings a message 
io the Speaker. The people of St. George will know 
tbout this matter. Honourable members on that side 
nf the Table did not think of giving courtesy to  the  
Government. and even then I would have objected 
to the adjournment for a week now, because honour- 
sble members hare much to be done under Private 
MPmbers7 Business. However, Mr. Speaker, I hope 
that those honourable members over there will vote 
against the adjournment for half a n  hour and let  i t  
be made public to-morrow that the House was ad- 
journed for  a week because members of the Opposi- 
tion wanted to attend a cocktail par ty  and no more 
business could be done. With those honourable mem- 
brrs the Races come before the business of the peo- 
ple ;  a cocktail par ty  comes before Government busi- 
ness. 1 hope that honourable members will realise 
that the people cannot be represented a t  the cock- 
tail party. 

Mr. S P E A K E R :  The honourable member may 
riot make such unbecoming remarks i n  reference to 
hononrable members. 

Mr. F. L.  WALCOTT: TfTe are awme of the 
tactic., of the members of the Opposition not to come 
back in the House m-lien i t  suits them not to come 
back in. I am told that last Tuesday night they 
did not come back i n  after dinner. W e  are dealillg 
n i t h  the Factories Bill and there are also on ttle 
Order Paper, the Public Health Bill, a Resolution 
in  connection with the Civil Establishment, a Re90- 
hltion dealing with the lease of land to the Vestrv of 
Ft. George for the purpose of establishing a playing 
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field and other matters; but honourable members 
want the House to be adjourned for a week 
at this stage. There is the Old ,4ge Pension Rill, 
and honourable members have been asking the 
Government to give the pensioners more money: 
Then there is the Local Government Bill which I 
suppose, honourable members will say should be re- 
ferred to a Select Committee; but because the mem- 
bers of the Oppositicn have an extra member to 
form a majority, they can decide to adjourn the House 
to attend a cocktail party. I want to say that there 
are, in this island, interested persons who will come 
here and serve the people. Everything ~ n m t  be post- 
poned when a race meeting is on; Bridgetown must 
be shut down for one-half of the day for the Races 
and noly because those honourable inen!bers 
want to attend a private party the business of the 
Elouse must be postponed and other honourable 
mon~bers mnst be told to go to their homes 
Fcca~we there is still the ruling of the old days. 
I want to tell those hono~lrable nlenibers that 
 his is 1951 and they mnst realise that this is a 
ilifferent day from the old days; there is now aihilt 
~Cffrltge and they uill bc asking people to mte  for 

them. 
Mr. NOTTLEY. By force of circumstances I 

am not one of those who drink rum. I should like 
to say that I have never heard in this House a debate 
n hich  vent lower than this one. Yon will ri.call. Mr. 

Speaker, that this House was adjourned on more 
than one occasion when social fuiictions vere being 
held. I have had the surpris- of my life this after- 
noon; I have never been so shocked as I have been 
this afternoon, to hear remarks such as those L hav; 
heard come especially from the honourable Leadel, 
of the House and the honourable senior member fcr 
St. Peter. I t  is true that members of this House gre 
paid for coming here; I have had to be away frolt~ 
this House for six months through no fault of my 
own, something which any honourable member may 
have to experience, and then an honourable member 
gets up and says that member? of the House get pa10 
for coming here. Bnt  the hnl~ourable senior member 
for St. Peter has just returned from four wc4xs' 
lacation and he is fresh. It must be ol5vious that 
th: members of the Opposition have done everything 
in the pa,st year to coioperate with the Government, 
because on neilrly every occasion during the vast 
ten months we had a majority on the floor of the 
House; therefore i t  is nolt decent to sag :.t is a 
lack of decency to get up in the Rouse and sav - -  

that the members of the Opposition want to adjourn 
the House because they want to drink rum. I have 
seen this House adjourned Por members over thexc 
to go and eat fool  and drink rum. All this rum 
drinking might be a spree; however you must let, it 
appear that you are decent. 

I f  the honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
feels hurt,  possibly rightly so, over the fact that he  
has not been acquainted that the members of the 
Gr~position would like to leave early, that only shows 
that the Opposition membelrs have so much strength 
in this Honse that they can cause an ad,journment of 
the House. When it is said that the Opposition do 
not want to do their work, I should like to remind 
honourable members that my colleague happened to 
be on sick leave, the honourable senior member for 
St. Joseph and the honourable senior membe~  for 
St.  Thomae had to be away on State business and the 
members of the Opposition had a majority in  thicl 
House. On every occasion we came in here with a 
majority and l h e  business of the House still welit 
on. To say that an honourable member from this 
side of the House got up and moved the adjournment 
of the House for a week because honourable members 
Gn this side want to go and drink ruin is out of place; 

if you want to  have a showdown you can have it. l 
am saying that during the pmt  ten months the Oppo- 
sitlon had in their hands the running of this House, 
but we did not take advantage of that ;  nobody takes 
ftdvantage of the honourable senior member for  St. 
Josrph and members on that side of the House having 
to go away on State business or private business. When 
i t  is said that hononrable members over hem are 
getting paid for coming here, honourable members 
over there are also getting paid for  coming here. 
when an honourable member is on holiday or  is ill, it 
is unbecoming and indecent for an honourable meni- 
ber to get up  here and say: "You have been elected 
here and you are being paid to do your job i n  repre- 
senting the island of Barbados." I have seen the 
kononrable Leader of the Honse leare here and go to 
X social function and on that occasion the Oppositiou 
had a majority in this House, but we did not say 
that the honourable member can go out of the House 
and we must sit here like children; we stood here and 
formed a majority in  this House. 

T h a t  the two members of the Government aye 
telling the public this afternoon is that  they arc 
rumling the Government, blnt they were in the hancis 
~f the Opposition for a long time; that is what they 
dre saying. If the honourable senior ~nember fbr 
St. John had ~nade  a speech such as either of those 
n hjch we have heard and had sunk to such depths, c:w 
r-roulcl have heard the honourable senior member -tor 
St. Joseph dealing with him. 

Mr. ,LLLDER: On a point of order. I s  the 
t~ono~urablc member saying that I would make snclt 
r speech ? (Laughter). 

l l r .  JZOTTLEP: No one knows the capability of 
individltal members of this IIouse until they are 
:onfrontecl with certain circumstances. I can make 
IS good a billiilgsgate sprevh or a Conch Alley speech 
on Ill? subjpct of eating food or drinkillg run1 as any- 
Lady else in this IIonse. I believe my position in the 
Opposition is one to which every member of this 
c n ~ l u u n i t ~  loolied forward, but 1 still realise whence 

I cam(.. I m n t  to say this: if any member of thia 
Opposition, be he the Leader or not, had got so 
drunk as to get up in this House and make a speech, 
:nch as either of those we have just heard, about the 
1nc1nbc.r~ on that side of the Table, that would be 
wr time 11-hen I 11 ould strip myself of this Party 
and say; "If you %ay that a b m t  other people you 
~vill  sa? the came thing about me." Mr. Speaker, 
?on knov: 1 1vo11ld tell him so. T all1 telling you, S i r  
from the floor of this House, that I have had all 
~cwti of tlifficnltie5 with hon. nlenibers and this is the 
first time that I haw felt har t  to find that a debate 
cwnld have snak t o  snch a depth. 

Mr. Li131!AI? : 1 apologize to hon. ~.tlembers for 
1:~ing the mortl "runl;" you can drink whisky o r  
grapc. fruit juice. T used the word "rum" compre- 
hcnsirelj- for r h a t  is drunk at a cocktail party:  I 
h a w  v e n  lemonade being drunk: J have seen the 
hononrable junior member for Christ Church 
drii~king coca-cola. 

Alr. RIOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker,-What are the 
true facts of this case? There is in this country 
from the TT.K. a member of the H o ~ ~ s e  of Commons 
t;ho n m t  be considered a very important person 
a\ fa;, as thc British Governn~ent is concerned, be- 
(. t h ~  G~rorcrnment has been notifi~d that he is 
(,n an official visit here. Members of the House of 
Commons of the party constituting the Government 
1:,-,;: paid yisits without this Government even hav- 
in? b:cn told. The honourable senior member for 
St. Joseph has said that this party wants to go 
and drink rum; and it is well that we clear that 
1111.  If th r  Governor was giving a cocktail party 



for this lhember to-day the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseeh would hatie fixed the time to ad- 
journ the House early. If there was a cocktail party 
for Sir Lennox Boyd a t  Government House the 
honourable member would adjourn the Rouse early 
and go. 

Mr. ADAMS: The honourable member should 
not make personal accusations of that sort. I have 
never done what he is accusing me of having don: 

j'OPCE: Ybu Ewe. 
Mr. ADAMS : I will say this : If the Arch- 

bishop of Canterbury makes a denial i t  would not 
prevent the honourable member f ~ o m  saying that 
the Archbishop is a liar. I, for my own sake, am 
making a statement that a, similar clash of dates has 
already occurred and 1 remained here, let aloue ask- 
ing that the House be adjburned. I relnaihed here 
and .tt.ent next day and apoilogis~d to the holdar :.l 
the party for not being able to be present. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: The honourable member has 
adjourned this House before for the same reason. 
I have not got to worry. I say something when T 
know that i t  is so. The honourable member has 
done i t  already and he would do it again. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You inay say what the hon- 
oui-able member has done; not vhat  he might do. 

Mr. MOTTLEY. He would do it. The posi- 
tion, tHertifme, is this. The Honourable Lennox 
Boyd has got t b  leave to-morrow, and a cocktail party 
has been arranged for him. If some of the members 
of the Oppositio~ are invited to the party is i t  de- 
cent for ~nehbers on the other side to get here and 
make the remarks they have made? ?'he honourable 
member tdked about letting the public see that we 
have left the House to go and drink rum. We will 
be only doing what members on the other side have 
clone before. They have left to go and drink rum and 
eat food. I am saying, Sir, that I think this is a 
most disgraceful thing. What they should tell the 
public is that the Opposition for the last year or tea  
months at  least, on several occasions had a majority 
of votes in this House, and as a result of the Op- 
position being loyal they came here and remained 
here. They did not say "we will not do any work; 
>ye will embarrass you, or hold you up." We diti 
not do that on one occasion, and the Leader of the 
House knows that. Last Tuesday night their mem- 
bers zere  out spreeing. They want to go out and 
do as they like, and everyone else must remain. 
Those fault it is if they have not got a quorum? 

Mr. SPEAKHR. The honourable member is 
speaking in reply to asides. 

Mr. MOTTLEY. They are supposed to have a 
majority, and therefore I am going to vote for the ad- 
journment. Members of the Opposition have just 
as great a, sense of responsibility as anyone else when 
i t  comes to doing our job. 

Mr. BIAPP : Mr. Speaker----- 
A VOICE : Stop wasting time. 
Mr. MAPP: Mr. Speaker--I cannot be accused 

of wasting time in this House because if the hon- 
ourable members on the other side who have a majority 
this afternoon persist with their motion it is obvious 
that we will not have any time to waste after this 
debate. Therefore, if I fight their p&<oposal to have 
the House adjourned for a week at this point, I 
cannot see how I ran be acc~lsed of ~mstin?: time. For 
honourable members of my party to blame me for 
wasting time is unfair. I am acting in the interest 
of the Government. If the honourable members op- 
posite want to go to a party at this stage let them 
leave now. The very fact that they are trying to 
force an adjournment means that they do no1 want 
to leave the House in session. They do not want that. 

Sometimes they fight other people's battles and can- 
L I O ~  fight their own. I cannot leave unanswered cer- 
tain accusations that have been made especially by 
the honourable senior member for the City. I have 
never seen this House adjourned so that members 
could go to a private dinner or party. 1 challenge 
the honourable member to say when that happened. 
There seems to be the misconception that because 
this party forms the Government i t  is our business 
to form a ynorum to carry on the business of the 
Hon~e.  Everyone Bnows that the other side has a 
iavourite tactic of persuading some members to stay 
outside the House. I t  v-onld be very poor tactics for 
them not to come to the Hmse when they know that 
do not hare a majority and may be discussing soms 
thing that is against their interests. On the oc: 
easions when one or more of us have to be away 
from the House or from this colony on private or 
public. business it was to the interest of the other 
-;itlt~ to coine here and form a majority to see that 
mcasares which did not suit them did not go through. 
It  is no cluestion of being loyal. Loyal to whom4 
To the people? NThat do they think they were sent 
to the IIousc for?  Last week we had the spectack 
6.f thew being not enough members to form a quorum 
after dinner. They did not even come in. They 
simply stayed away. I ask, Mr. Speaker, how can 
any Dnblic sp i~i ted  person feel comfortable to see the 
business of the Hol~se held up by such tactics? Row 
can any honourable member who takes his w o ~ k  
serionsl~ not object to such tactics? This evening 
they are trying to force an adjournment for private 
rettsom alrd thpy want to convince the public that 
they ai.e doing so because i t  has been done before. 
But that is nbt sn. I was hoping that honourable 
members wut~ld be most tifixious to allow the Hause 
to get on with some Private Members' Business; but 
they hAve other private business to attend to. The 
honed-abfe lveinber does not drink, SO he could re- 
ndin in the aouse. and let thosk who have to go 
to ii~cet this Conservative Melhber of the British 
IIouse of Commons go. I was expecting that some 
of them mikht have crept away arid attended to that 
aspert of their business, ahd F e  could have carried 
on in a family atmosphere. But i t  does not seem as 
though they ake taking this private party very 
scrionsfy. Seeing that they were so anxious to have 
an adjournment and go, why are they still here' 
They only have to leave and let us  carry on the 
businecs of the public. I do not see anything hard 
in that. The argument of the honourable senior 
member for the City that the House has been ad- 
journed for this purpose b~fo re  does not carry any 
fcrce with the thinking public. I think that this de- 
bate has wrved a very useful purpose. If we who 
represent the Government did not sound a protest 
against this attempt to adjourn the House we would 
not deser~e  to be sent back here by the electors 
Only last week those honourable members on the 
other side tried to frustrate the busin~ss of the 
I-Ionse. Myst we not question their motives in that 
respect? Tf  ~ o m e  honourable member7 are not will- 
in? to a ~ c p t  their responsibility ant1 carq- out their 
dMies, surely we who have some sense of Tesponsi- 
bility should protest against it. I am not saying 
that all the members who niay vote for the 
adjburnment do not h a ~ ~ e  a, sPnse of responsi- 
bility, but they are allowi~ig their desire to defeat 
and obstruct Government 'S buliness: to outstrip their 
sense of responsibility. If we were so foolihh as to 
make a motion of this sort, I am gure that the hon- 
oirrable senior membei. for St. James would be the 
first to get up and speak in the same terms in which 
the honourable senior membei. for St. Peter has 
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spoken this afternoon. I have seen it written in 
the Press that it is the duty of the Govcrilment 

L' 
Party to form a quorum. That could only be writ- 
ten to justify the actions of certain honourable mem- 
her:, when they want to frustrate public business. 

Dowding, Mr. Goddard, Mr. Reece, Mr. Haynes, Mr. 
E. K. 7\Tialcott and Xr .  Gill.-(9). 

S o e s :  Mr. Mapp, Mr. Allder Mr. Miller, Mr. 
Bryan, Dr. Cummins, Mr. F. L. Walcott, Mr. Adams 
and Mr. Brancker.-(8). 

The motion being put that the words "half an ' hour" be deleted and the words "this day week" 

6 inserted in place thereof, the question was decided 
in the affirmative. the Rouse dividing as follows:- 

3 y c s :  Xr. I T ~ - a l . r l ,  J lr .  Y o t t l t . ~ ,  311.. Bethrll, Mr. 

AD JOURNllENT 

The motion that the House do now adjourn to 
this day week being put  and carried, Mr. SPEAKER 
adjourned the H'ouse accordingly. 




