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THE 

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) 

SESSION 1953-54 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, July 14, 1953. 
Pursuant to adjournment the House of Assem- 

bly met at  3 o'clock p.m. to-day. 

His IIonour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker), 
Dr. H. G. C 1 u ~ & f l ~ s ,  il1.D ., 'C. l/:., l J  i~ Ilonour J4r 
A. E .  S. LENVIS, (Deyzlty Speaker), A'lessrs M. E .  
Cox, L. E.  SI~ITH, (Ghairnearz of Committees), R C. 
XAPP, F. C. GODDARD, J. A. HAYNES, B . A . ,  .J. C 
MOTTLET, E .  ST. A. HOLDER, C.  E .  TALMA, Mrs. M. R. 
BOT~RNE, and ?lilr L. A. WTLLTAMS, IJ.TJ.B. 

PRAYERS AND MINUTES 

IJrayers were read. 
Mr. Speaker informed the House that the Min- 

~ t e s  of the last meeting mere not yet ready for con 
firmation. 

MESSAGE FROM OTHElR PLACE 

31r. SPEAKER:  1 have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received the follo~ving from 
the Other Place :- 

A Message returning the Bill to aillend t,he lam 
relating to Income Tax. 

PAPERS LAID 

Mr. COX (for hTr. WALCOTT) : Post 0ffi~:e 
Advances for Paynlent of Money Orders to 3Otll 
,117ri1, 1953 

PETITIONS 

Mr. LEWIS presented a Petition from the 1lighwa)- 
Commissioners of the parish of St. Peter praying tlw 
House to pass a Bill to authorise thetm to inereaye 
the salary and allowances of their Inspector of 
Highways. 

Mr. GODDARD presented a Petition from t h ~  
various Vestries concerning the Bill for Local 
Government. 

Mr. BRYAN entered the House and took h:s 
seat. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICE 

The following Government Notice was given :- 
Dr CUMlVIINS (for Mr. ADAMS) : Bill intitulcd 

an Act to establish a loan fund for  the purposes of 
Higher Education, for the making of loans there- 
from and for matters connected therewith. 

PRIVATE MEMBER'S NOTICE 

The follo~ving Private Member'e Notice was 
given :- 

Mr. 1UEWIS : Bill to authorisle the Highway 
C'ommissioners of St. Pecter to increase the salary of 
their Inspector of Highways and also his travellinz 
allowance. 

I 
By command of His Excellency the Governor 

the following Papers were laid :- 
Dr. CU;I\Z;SLINS (for Mr. AI)A?IIS) : 3'Iessage NO- 

17/1953 dated the 10th of July, 1953, fro111 His Zx- 
cellency the Governor to the Honourable thr House 
of Assemb1)- informing the Honourable Holiie thai 
there has been a furthelr exchange of notes b e t ~ w " ~ ~  
the Governments of the United Riagdom and the 
United Statei of America regarding amendmrnt t o  
rh Economic Co-operation Agreement to bring that 
Agreement into line with the present Vnited States 
of America Nutual Security Legislation. 

Dr. C'TTMMINS : Message No. 18/1953 dated 
the loth of July, 1953, from His Excellency the 
Governor to the Hononrable the House of Assembly 
informing thr Honourable House of Acts assented 
to in the name and on behalf of Her Majesty the 
Queen. 

QUESTIONS. 

The following Notitices of Questions were given.--- 
Mr. LIEIWIS : To enquire of the appropriatIh 

of the Executive Committee present at  tiw 
lle,t llleetillg of the I I ~ ~ ~ ~  :- 

Is  the Government aware of the general con- 
of c.eilillg of the Branch of 

the ($eneral Post Office. 
2. Would Government consider painting t;lA 

c-eiling white? 
31r. HOTPDER: To enquire of the appropriate 

"ember of the Exec~ltive Chnmittee p reen t  a t  the  
next meeting the 

Will the Government, state the reason for the 
clplay in making available to workers, other than 
C'ivil Servants and sugar workers, monies which it 
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On motion of Dr. CUMMINS seconded by Alr. 
Cox the Bill intituled a n  Act  to establish a loan 
f u n d  for  the purposes of Higher Education, for  the 
making of loans therefrom and for  matters connected 
therewith was read a first time. 

On motion of Xr. LEWIS seconded by Mr. S&IITII 
the Bill to authorise the Highway Commissioners of 
St. Peter to increase the salary and Travelling allo~v- 
ance of their Inspector of Highways was read a first 
time. 

M3. ALLDER entered the Housr and took his seai. 
Dr.  CUMMINS: Sir,- I am commanded to  lay 

the following Paper  :- 
Dr. CUBI3IINS : J l r .  Speaker, - If I am 11: 

order I would like t o  ask tha t  the Select Comlnit, 
tee appointed to prepare a draf t  reply to His Excel- 
lenoy the Acting Governo'r's Xessage a t  the re 
opening of the Legislature be discharged. 1 am 
sorry that  the honourahlt. senior inember for St. 
Philip, the Chairman of thlajt Committee, is not in 
his seat. 'L spoke to  him on one or two occasions, 
and from what he has told me i t  seems tha t  he can 
not get a quorum. The committee would not nwet 
to do its duties. I feel, Sir, that there are certaiii 
courtesies which exist i n  everyday life. (J l r .  CRATI - 
FORD entered the House and  took his seat).  

Mr. SPEAKER< : The honourable senior iller,- 
ber for  St.  Philip is  n o v  in  his seat. 

Dr. CUMMINS: F o r  the benefit of the honou! - 
able member I will repeat that  I am asking that the 
Select Committee appointed to prepare a draf t  r e p l ~  
to His  Excellency the Acting Governor's speech bt. 
discharged. I have spoken to the honourdble mem- 
ber who is Chairman of the Committee and the iiil- 
premion that  he gave is that he cannot get the com- 
mittee to meet. He cannot get a quorum. I think, 
sir, that there are certain courtesies which exist ilz 
everyday life between individuals as ~vel l  a s  between 
bodies, and I believe tha t  as fa r  a ,  this House 1s 
concerned i t  is the first time in its history tha t  W C  

have had a n  occasion of this sort. 
I f  we want the Administration to re3pect thi5 

House we too must grant them the respect that 1% 

their due. I feel very strongly tha t  when this House 
wppoints a Select Committee to prepare a d ra f t  repl? 
to a Speech from the Throne i t  should be done; 
hence my requezt. I think tha t  the  Marshal is no\: 
ciistributing copies of a simple, formal and non- 
committal Address which I hope we will pass a s  a 
Reply to His  Excellency's speech. 

Mr. S F E A K E R :  Before leave is  granted, re- 
ferring to  certain remarks of the honourable Deput J 

Leader of the House, I want to  say that  the Adminzs- 
tration must always and  i n  every way respect 
this House. As f a r  as the Committee appointed to 
prepare this Reply is concerned 1 was intere,tc~t? 
Erecanse there were certain people i n  this island mh! 
ignorantly believed that  I Ii7as something to do with 
i f .  or  that  I could compel the committee to meet. 1: 
was always m y  intention to tell thi  Committee mhe~l  
they reported that  they had bro?ren the rules of tbic, 
House, and tha t  that  being so, it ~vonld be i1ecessai.p 
for them to ask that  the mles  of the Hon e be ~ v a i ~  , > ~ l  

is proposed will be used for  the purposes of bui ld~ng 
6r repairing houses? 

2. Will the Government i n  any event immedl- 
ately undertake a comprehensive survey of the 
housing needs of such workers and take steps kr 
place and expedite the  re-housing of these w o r k e ~ ~ ,  
8s proposed in  the Five Year P lan?  

Mr. T T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  entered the Honse and took his 
seat. 

granted to the honourable Deputy Leader. 
Mr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Speaker,-No one re- 

grets more than 1 do the failure of the committee to  
meet. I would like to say that  no slight, so f a r  as 
I know, was purposely intended t o  the  Acting Qov- 
errior in  this respect. No one in this Home as  f a r  
as I know would think of offering any  slight o r  in- 
sult  to a n  officer administering the Government, 
ciid least of all to Mr. Turner dur ing hi-, term of 
office. But  the Clerk of the House can substantiate 
that no less than three times I summoned a meeting 
of the Committee. On two occasions the honourable $. 
junior mem'ber for Chr i> t  Chnrch was there; but  at 
no time did we have a sufficiently large number t,o 

f' 
coilstitute a quorum. The honourable junior mem- 
ber for  St. Thomas questioned me about the situat'tcn 
and I told him what I am telling the House now, that  
the committee seems loath to meet. 

JIr. SPEAKER': I do not appreciate the word 
"loath. " 

3Lr. CRA1T7FORD: I'erhaps I should .ay that  
they did not meet. We did not get a quorum. Pcr- 
haps the Speech from the Throne was not one of 
those greatly controversial ones tha t  would arouse 
the interest of inelnbers of the Committee. W a t e v z r  
the rea on \:-as, sir, they did not meet. I am not 
absolving ingself from all blame; but  I cert>ainl>- 
tried to pet them to meet on three occasions. 

Ar .  1,EWIS: Mr. Speaker,-l think that t i ~ i  
matter should be looked at i n  its t rue perspectiva. 
It  is a n  ~ u i r ~ r i t t e n  rule of this Hou-e I understand, 
that the senior member of the House on a conlmittee 
cntomatically becomes the Chairman of that  com- -Y 

mittee, and that is why the honourable senior mem- 
be]- for St.  Philip became the Chairman of this par. 
ticular committee. The honourable member has told 
us that he suminonecl meetings on three uccasions 
and did not get a qnorunl. So I do not see any 
teason TI -~J -  it should be regarded that the committee 
appointed for this purpose is reluctant, o r  loath or 
anything else to ineet for the purpose for  which it 
\f as appointed. 

Another thing that I ~ ~ o u l d  like to say is tJlc+l 
i t  is not the first occasion on which a t  the first meet- 
ing after the opening of a session a reply to th:~ 
Speech from the Throne has not  been ready fo r  colt- 
sideration by this Hou e. On several occasions 111 

the past that has happened. But  since this committee 
has been appointed the Other Place has created n 
precedent. The precedent is that one branch of the ). 
r,egislatnre ha7 replied to the Speech from thl. 
Throne withont the other branch. That  is  unusuoi 
in the history of this colony and tha t  position will 
h a ~ ~ e  to be considered. The next thing i s  that i t  is 
[lot a precedent that a n  Acting Head of the Admin- 
istration ha, delivered a speech a t  the opening of n 
I.egi~latire scssion and thc reply has been sent to the 
sllbstantive holder of the office. There is a caye 011 

record in  1925. B u t  the present position has to 1)e 
c o n ~ i d c ~ e d  fro111 the point of view of the precedent 
treated by the Other Place. They have created ths 
r,recedcnt, not the Honse. 

I t  was my intention. Mr. Speaker. to discuss this 
matter with you. becpasp 11-e would have to decidc * 
n-hat j\ t o  be done. T llnclerstand too, that it h29 

aeiore they could present their Report;  and this 
opinion I l n d i ~ a t e d  to t?he honourable Deputy * 
Speaker before I left the island. l an1 not i n  a posi- 
tion to censure that  Committee. Whenever i t  
appears to me thak a rule is being broken l will Jet 
the House lmow the position. I a m  glad tha t  the 
Chairman of the Committee is in his place. As he 
seems anxious to make a statement CO the House 1 
will give him a n  opportunity to do so before leave is 



happened already that, the substantive holder of the 
post of Governor has delivered a speech a t  the opeh- 
~tlg or prorogation of the Legislature and the reply 
has been sent to the acting holder of the post. Bak 
\:-hat is the position today? The honourable junior 
li~ember for  St. Thomas in my humble opinion is ou: 
of order. I thinli al-o that if we adopt this procedixre 
today it would look as if this committee intended 
not to report or  to offer to some slight. I appeal to 
the honourable meniber not to ask that the committee 
be discharged. I t  is to be presumed that honour- 
able members of this House are re3ponsible pcoplt. 
and that they will carry out their duties. Since your 
return, sir, we have l ~ a d  the Maucle Bill and uther 
Iegislation taking up  much of the time of this Hou~r:  
and we have not had time to consider this point. 1 
do not think that we can accept a reply not signet1 
by t'he Chairman of the committee that was appoint- 
ed to prepare the reply. I do not know what is the 
position of your discharging this committee before 
they haye replied. I do not know what is the niotioll 
before the House. 

I Mr. SPEAKER : There is no lllotioll before th13 
House. Leave is being asked by the honourable junior 
member for St. Thomas. 

&Ir. LEWIS:  As far  as waiving a rule is con- 
cerned the rule can be waived when the report of th.: 
Select Coinillittee comes in, because it wo~lld not 
have been considered on the particular day that thc 
rule says i t  should be considered on. But as 1 haw 
said that has not been the practice recently. We do 
llot have the reply ready a t  the first meeting of the 
House. I ~vonld not like you to give a wrong impr~s -  
sion. As far  as I am concerned I want the com- 
mittee to report. I am only too anxious to have 
the report of that committee before the House. 
I \\rill see that certain things are put in the reply. 1 
would just like to know if the request before the 
House is to discharge the committee or to ask for 
leave to proceed with an  Addrcsci which T deem 011t 
of order. - Mr. SPEAKER: The request is for leave to malrt 
a. motion to discharge the committee. I t  is purely e 
~llatter for the HOW;. I t  is not within lily proviiic~ 
Does the honourable member want to see Rule 28f 

Mr. TJEWIS: If the request before the House is 
for leave to make a motion that the coiilnlittee be d i ~  
charged T would like to say that i t  is uansual. I am 
m e r ~ l p  saying that T sincerely hope that honourable 
meinb~ers will not agree to the discharging of tCc 
committee. The committee is there and i t  can ftiilct.ion 
To ask for the discharge of the committee in thesz 
circumstances is tantamount to saying that it is :I 
strong desire of the committee to offer someone ari 
insult or to create some precedent thiat would be 
unfavourable to the history of this House. But thal 
ip not so. The committee can report and will be 
prepared to report. 

L 
I am sorry that the honoilrable junior inember 

for St.  Thornas did not tell me of his intention. I wo 
a member of the committee a t  one time and I might 
llave been Chairnlian. Other things have happened 
which created a precedent in this matter. The corn- 
niittee should have an opportunity to discuss the 
matter with Your Honour and with the hono~lrable 
junior member for St. Thomas as well. hope that 
bononrable nlembers will see that they would be 
condemning themselves to agree to t.he request that 
is before the House a t  present. 

Mr. SPEAKEtR.: T would like to sap that ir. 
would serve no useful purpose for the committee to 
see me over this matter. Under Rule 28 thtat committee 
cannot report unlelss the rules of the House wexr 
broken. Thep mould first of all have to ask that, 
Rnle 28 be waived before they could report. 

Xr.  LE WIS: I take i t  that if the committr~ 
brought in their report they could ask that Rule 2a 
be waived and then they could ,lay their report. I t  
was my intention to put the matter before the House 
but the matter did not come up. 

J lr .  GODDARD : Mr. Speaiker,-I am a member 
of the Select Committee. I was summoned to three 
meetings, two of which I attended. A t  no t h e  did 
I hear any member o$ the Commitkee say that the1 
did not meet and report for any reason except thos: 
given by the honourable senior member for St. 
Philip. I have beeni asked outside of the House wh; 
the conunittee did not meet and why they did nor 
report. I t  was even suggested that some slight to the 
Acting Governor was intended. I cannot say that 
that is so. As I have said, I Attended: on two of the 
three occasions on which I was summoned-the last 
two occasions. 11 could not come on the first. Tllc 
matter rests there. I certainly cannot say that therc 
was any intention not to meet. 

Xr .  Spefaker put the question that leave I?e 
granted the honourable junior member for St. 
'l'homas to make a motion for; the discharge of the 
committee appointed to prepare a draft reply to H J ~  
Excellency the Aating Governor's speech deliverect 
at  the re-opening of the! Legislative Setwion 1951-52, 
and said if there was no objection leave would be 
granted. 

Thcre being one objection the question wm put  
to the vote and on Mr. Speaker declaring that the 
" noee" have it a division was called for. The ques - 
tion was decided in the negative the House dividing 
as follows; :- 

Ayes: Mrs. BOURNE, DT. CUMMINS, Memr~. Cox, 
~ L L D E R  and SMITH-(5). 

Noes : Messrs. MAPP, IJEWIS, TALMA, HOLDEIC: 
BRYAN, WILLIARZS, CRAWFORD, J. C. MOTTLEY, 
VAU'GHAN, HAYNES and GODDARD- (1111). 

Mr. SPEAKZIR: I now declare the "nom" hsvt 
it. Lelve to make a motion to discharge the committco 
has been rejeded. 

Mr. SPEAKEIR,: The first Order of the day 
stands in the name of the honourable junior member 
lor St. Thornas-to move the House into Comm~ttee 
of Supfly to consider the grant of sums of money 
for the service of the colony. 

On the motion of Dr. CUMBIINS seconded by Mr. 
Cox, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House 
went into Committee of Supply, Mr.  SMITH in the 
Chair. 

Dr. CUMMINS asked for and was granted leave 
to take charge of the Resolution for  $25,162 standing 
in the name of the honourable senior member fo; 
St. Joseph. 

There being no objection leave was granted the 
honourable member to move the passing of the fol 
lotving Resolution :- 

A Resolution to place the sum of $25,162 at  the 
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to 
supplement the Estimates 1933-54, Pa r t  I ,  Currenr. 
as showh in the Supplementary Estimates 1953-54, 
No. 7 which form the Schedule to the Resolution. 

Head VIII-LEGAL-Item 10, Pulrchase of 
Law Books, $242 was called. 

Dr .  CUMMINS moved, seconded by Mr.  Cox 
that the Head stand part.  

Mr.  LEWIS : Mr. Chairman,-My opinioll is 
that an explanation is necessary where this item i~ 
concerned. I s  this supplementary vote necessar?r 
because these law books have not been printed? TTf 
you knew that you did not get these reports for  
1949, 1950 and 1951. -on should have illclltded the 
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money for them ill the Estimates. F o r  three years 
you include money i n  the Estimates. These reportb 
do not come. You know that they must eventually 
come but  you stop including money i n  the Estimates 
for  them. What  is the  explanation? I do not knon 
if someone forgot to order these Reports or if they 
were neter  printed. This kind of thing h a ~ p ~ n s  
too often. To deliberately leave out the money for 
something that  you know you have ordered is  to 
give a false picture of the island's financial position 
This item may be only $200.00 but it may happen 
with something for $200,000. If you knew that  these 
law books had not come you should have included 
the amoni~t  for them in the 1953-54 Estimates. 

D r .  CUMMINS: As far as I can see froin tkl 
files it is merely a ~nisnnderstanding on the par t  *)f 
the people on the other side relative to the p r ~ n t i ~ l c  
and  binding of these books. The bound volume- 
were sent out after the matter was taken u p .  

M r .  I iEWIS:  That  is a n  explanation that the 
honourable member must give ancl we must byill 
pathise with him. B u t  do you mean to tell me that 
a misunderstanding existed, iiot for three month\, 
bu t  for  three years? Do you mean to tell me that 
these things are of no consequence? That you did 
not get the reports for 1949-51 and you made no 
attempt to get them? These books are not necessary 
at, all if you can forget them all that time. That 
is not giving this Government good servit e .  It 
means that a t  some futnre  time it will happen again 
with a larger amount. 

Question that the Head stand par t  was put 
and agreed to.  

H E A D  XX-EDTJCATION-Grants in  Aid- 
l tem 46 (g)  St. Michael's Girls' School, $1,377. 
Ttem 70 (New) Fire Estingnishers $301.00 
called. 

D r .  CUMMINS moped, seconded by Mr. Coy 
that  the Head stand pal?t. 

M r .  ALLDER:  M r .  Chairman-1 would like 
to know a t  what point the F i re  Officer is going to  
atop recommending that the existing fire extinguis1i- 
ers a t  the variot~s government departments be rtl 
placed by new ones. It is sometime since this o f f i c ~ ~  
has been giving the impression that he is more n 
salesman of fire extingi~ishers than a F i re  Officer. 
I cannot understand that all the fire extingnish~rz 
that  were a t  these departments all along were so 
bad that they now have to  be discarded. Rut  txat i. 
the onlv conclusion tha~t T can arr i re  a t .  At  leazl 
we can tell thie expert that we cannot afford t o  
replace all these extinguishers at  one time. The 
replacement should be done over a period of years. 
All of them could not be so bad. 

Of course it is the policy of the Go~ernnient  to 
accept all 'that these experts- recommend. Still t2le 
Government can tell him that while we agree that 
the  existing extinguishers may not be as good as  the 
ones he is recommending we cannot replace them 
all  i n  one year. 3Ioney seems to  be running out of 
the Treasury, and unless you stop all these petty 
things which cost too much money, the money which 
is in  the Treasury wjll go. I feel i t  is time to call 
a hallt to this. This officer iq  more successful in 
having his recommendations carried out when he 
recommends things to Government than when he 
recommends (them to  private enterprise. That is 
because the people who r u n  private enterprire have 
more business acumen than the Government. Thz 
officer goes to  a p:rrticular bu>jness home and makes 
certain recommendations: but  the management does 
not  s e s p d ~ d  to h& recommmdationq unless th.: 
finances of the businesl afford them to make t h ~  
recommended change. E n t  where Government is 

concerned, as soon as  the F i r e  Officer makes a 
recolnmendation a Resolution is sent down and +. 
passed by the Legislature. 

Fur ther  down in  this Resolution there is a n  
item concerning the ~rov is ion  of new fire extinguish- 
ers for the Public Library. I do not know if I 
an1 too much of a optimist, but certainly you do 
not have fires so frequently or so easily as the F i re  
Officer is (trying to suggest. You would be surprised 
to know how difficult it is for a fire to be caught. 
It is difficult for a fire to be caught to a well 
constructed building, and  if i t  was canght you 
would be able to fight it. I am not saying that 
precautioil shouId iiot be maintained. B u t  I feel that 
it can be carried too f a r .  I hope that  the Govern- 
ment will consider the frequent criticisn~b by mem- 
bers of this Chamber of what can be considered the 
unnecessary recommendations fo r  the replacement 
of these extii~guishers at  various Goren~ment  in- 
~ltitutions. 

Alr. IIE W I S  : Mr.  Chairman,--What l am go- -+ 
ing to say is that the very first time that this matter I 

came u p  before this House we asked what was the 4 

type of fire extinguisher that the F i re  Officer was 
recommending. The Governmenlt could not answer 
the question and  i t  eventually led to the relnarlrs 
that if you left the matter i n  the hands of the 
Crow11 Agents they would very likely send down 
the same type of extinguisher tha t  the oficer was 
now condemning. Government could iiot say then 
what was the type of extinguisher. On this occasion 
they have gone a little further and they describe i t  as 
a "water (compressed gas) extinguishei ". I would 
like the hoiiourable junior inember for S t .  Tho~nas 
tc tell ine the name of this extinguisher so that  hen- 
onrable inenlbers can be assisted in  knowing what i t  
is all about. There might be a racket going on, and I 
hope to be able to get the Government to stop it. 
B a t  unless they tell the public the name of the 
extinguisher they are importing #they cannot get any 
a ,sistance. If the extinguishers are  being bought 
locally tell uc who are the agents. You ~ h o u l d  not 
hide these things. I t  leads to bribery and corrup- 
tion. We do not want 40  emulate the worst features 
of the colonies around us .  We should set a good 
rxaniple in  the spending of the taxpayers7 money. 
If we do not get any information about there things 
someone may be accused of something. Why keep it 
a, military secret? E r e r  since this game started you 
cannot get any information about it. 1s i t  pa r t  
of the atom bomb secret or what?  There is no clerk 
in the Government Service who should have the 
temerity to make u p  an  explanatory note like this 
for the people's representatives. Say  what lllake of 
extingni~her you arc importing. If you are inzport- 
iilg i t  from the Crown Agents you will have to come I back for the money again anyhow. If this thing is 
above board there is nothing to hide. 

Imagine JIr. Chairman, the F'ire Officer has only 
now got to the Public Library. He  has gvne all ,, * , 
around - to  Government House, the  Hospital t h ~  

1 House of Assembly-all around, and he has only 
1 1 0 ~  got to the place next door to him, so to speak 
A11 the books ill the Library co~l ld  have been destroy- 
cd qince he started making his rounds of inspection, 
cnil he i p  g ~ t t i n g  a good salary. 

Mr. CHAIRJIAN : The que ,tion is - 
Mr. TAEWIS : Mr. Chairman,-We are entitled 

to an  answer on this matter. I f  we continue like 
thiq we will set u p  a police state about here. 

Dr. CUMMIKS : I have Leen looking a t  the fib, 
sir, and 1 do not v e  the name of the particular f i l ~  
estinpuisiler. I have seen illat the ones now i n  u<.e 
are not snitablc for the ordinary combustibles s u c h  



;S ~vood, ancl the ofiicer now recommends coinpresied 
gas extinguishers. I have sent across to the Secre- 
tariat to ee if I can get fur ther  information. i f  
honoarablt> members want, we can go on with c m -  
sideration of the other heads and  as soon as I get 
the i n f o ~ n a t i o n  I will pass i t  on. 

Mr. 1,E'CVIS: This i, a matter that  we calmor 
hold up. It is to save the books at, the Library, anti 
perhaps the live,s of school children and people ,I+ 

Erdistoii I accept the assurance that n e  ~vil1 p i  
fur ther  information. B u t  ii1 future  \\e do not \ \ant t .1  

have any mystery about such things or will hav+ 
to do someone ilia) be the injnstice of accusing thelit 
of something. 

31~. G O D D ~ ~ R D  : xl.. Chairman,-&ly expel.- 
ience \vith fire is very linited. 1 wall- 

cier if the honourable junior member for St.  Thomnh 
can tell if these extinguishers are bougl,t 
they call be refilled in Barbados. Some years ago thL 
agellt of a firlrl canle around selling extinguishers TO 

the mercalltile comnlnnity. we Tvere told that they 
7 IT-ould be bringing down equipment, whereby thcjr 

be refilled in ~ ~ ~ b ~ d ~ ~ .  ~h~~ we could seDd 
it to the agent here to be when necessary. 
As a matter of fact, they \aid that, you should send 
them every six months to get them up to high pres- 
sure. 1 Tvonder if there is any information like thdt 
ill the honourable files. it the type of 
extirl:?uisher that uces C02 gas? 1 hat is got from 
Trinidad. It has a very high pressure and i t  blocks 
out the air therefore preventing combustion, and an 
added advantage i:, that it does not a 
Apart from the fire damape no mess is made ill 
tile place where the fire ocpnr.;. 1 u-onld like to know 
if they haTre for refilling these 
e r s  after they are used. 

CUMM1'S: *4s have said 
'ent for  further information, a n d  as soon a s  it i.om-? 
I r ~ i l l  pass it on. This file does not give all the detail 
tha t  honourable members are asking for. 

Question that the Head stand part put 
agreed to. 

H E A D  X X I I  - PITBLIC LIIBEARY - Iter11 
22 (Nen-) ~ i r e  Extinguisher,, $272.00 was called. 

Dr.  CUMMINS moved seconded by Mr. Cox t h t  
Head 22 s tand part. 

The question was p n t  and  agreed to. 
H E A D  XXIII-MENTAL HOSPITAL -Item 

37. ( a )  (New) Allowance in lien of Quarters $216.0G 
was called. 

Dr.  CU&fMISS: &h*. chairman,--This item a s  
is shown i? a new one and it results from the Tusne:. 
Committee recommendation that certain officers at  
the Mental Hospital should now pet allowance in  lieu 
of cruarters. I move that Head 23 stand part. 

Mr. Cox seconded. 
Mr. CXAWFORD: Mr. Chairman. -1 am ' 

rather intrigued by  the note to th i ,  item. I t  says.:-- 
" I n  accordance with the recommendations of tii:. 

Turner  Committee report  on the conditions of her- 
vice of A d m i n i ~ t r a t i ~ e ,  Professional and Technical 
staff, the conditions of service of the medical staff a t  
the Mental Hospital were bronpht into line n i t h  thosc~ 
of Medical ~ t a f f  at the General Hospital. Officers 02 

agreement therefore became eliyible for free fttr- 
nlshcd quarters o r  a n  allowance in  lieu a t  the rate of 
10% of qalary. Until the Government qnarters a t  
Mental Hospital can be furnished i t  has been decic1e.l 
that  officers eligible for  such quarter' should receivt 
a n  allowance a t  the rate of 2%% of salary fo r  su!)- 
plying th t i r  own fnrnitnre. No provi ion for  this p n r -  

, pose was made in the Estimates for the current yea- 
a n d  supplementary provision of $216 is now required 

~o pdq ~ l ~ c  a l l o ~  ante to  jLedic6l ~E.ficels at ~h~ lVlental 
lloapltal 111 1t.spect ot the year I95i(-o4." 

It doe, seem a bi t  foolish. Furni ture  is nothil!g 
that j o u  have to lluport. It can be bought froill 
btores In Bridgetowl,. l ou can iurnish a hotel 
-8  nours pnrchaslng all you want i n  Brldgetomn. I t  
a:ti11s to  me the most unbusines,like thing possibl:, 
to give this excuse t o r  giving this allowance of 2?,5 
l.er cent. 1 cannot imagine any  business concern do 
lllg business like that. 'l'he whole thing looks like e 
iarcc. Bcfore these o6cers were recommended for 
cluart~ers they used t o  pay the Government five per 
cent. of their salary as  rent  fo r  quarter-,. Now m. 
'l'urner and his committee have come along with their 
l\ onderful report m d  recommended an allowance of 10 
l er cent. i n  of quarters. B u t  they 0% used TO 

La9 the Governnlent five Per cent. They will-now 
get 10 per cent. of their salaries in  lieu of q~aYters,  
and if You have 110 quarters reacly they will get t l ~ .  
10 Per cent. plus 21/2 per cent. f o r  f~wnishlng thc 
cinartcrs. That does not recommend itself to  me. 

I t  is in  order to do all this stupidnesi tha t  we 
have n ~ a d e  the cosh of running this country a s  high 
9s it i5. Even ordinary postage is higher than i n  any 
other part of the T e s t  Indies. You can get' a letter 
1ro111 any part  of the world to  Barbados cheaper tha11 
y o ~  a n  se11ld it from Barbados to that p a r t  of th.: 
world. At  one time JIedical Officers a t  the Mentai 
l l O ~ i t a l  got le salaq than correspondinC? officers 
at  the General Hospital. Now they are  on a par, be- 
CaUS' the llnnlber of people at the ~ e n t a l  ~ o s ~ i t d  
isi iwc'asing all  the time. There was a time when 
th"3- got lee' salary and not the 'ame conditions af 
\Sbrvi" as  the Medical Officers a t  the General Ho3- 
rli"l ~ o i ,  b~lt as the nunibers a t  the Xenta l  IIospil:il 
increa ed you increased the salaries of the Medical 
Officers there and improved their conditions of ser- 
vice, If you go on saddling the countly with a high 
cost of ill order to pay these high salaries ar,,-l 
erallt these of yol, 
~vill  have to increase salaries at  the Mental Hospital 
highrr than those a t  the Gelleral Hospital becau.-e 
T on  ill have two or three times the number of peo- 

at  the Mental H0 pital tha t  you have there now; 
becatlse everyone mill go mad  trying to live. 

A t  one time the Medical Superintendent a t  the 
Mental Hospital got a salary of $5,760 a year. Then 

ou increased his salary to $6,480, following tlhe won- 
C.erful report of the Turner  Committee. B u t  i n  a d d ~ t -  
ion he \t~ill get ill lien of quart,ers 10 per  cent. of hla 
salary. When he was getting $5,760 a year  he  pald 
the ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t  fire per cent, of hi ,  salary as  rent. 
low that he is getting $6,480 the Government 
pay hinl 10 per cent. of his salary in lieu of quarters, 
plus 2% per cent. in lieu of furniture, plus g300  for 
four years' leave passage for  himself and  hi i  wife. 

What  really irks me is t h a t  the Government hac! 
no right to appoint a Civil Servant o r  dervants +o 
rrvirjv collditione of work of the Civil Semice inclnd- 
 in^ their own conditions of work. VIThen we got this 
report we .hould have asked the Colonial Office to  
transfer Mr. Turner ;  to  promote him elsewhere ; in 
other words get r id  of him. But  the Government took 
the report and s ~ ~ a l l o . ~ % ~ e d  it hook, line and sinker;  
and to-day b e c a ~ ~ s e  they have not got fnrnitnre ready 
fo r  free qnarters for  these officers we are going tc* 
,live t h ~ m  214, toer cent. i n  lieu of furniture.  Even ir 
TT:? are co~nmitted t o  the principle of free furni tur  h 

these officer could a t  least in  common decency give 
the Government a chance to yet it. if they have i o  
have i t  made. B u t  because the furniture is not reaclp 
(,l1 the dot. f2overnment must pay this allowance €0,. 

f l l : t ~ ~ r c  nhich thev did not get before. Because an  
offippr has to ~ v a i t  a few months for fnrniture we must 
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glve him money. I think, 31r. Chairman, that all G? 
us hould ue in $he Mental 1Iospital where he is i r  
we vote for this. I am mo~ing: sir, that the liesolu 
t ~ o n  be reduced by tills amount; that this itenl be 
deleted. 

ivir. VAUGHAN seconded. 
Mr. WILLIAMS : Mr. Chairnla11,- 113- i e e l i ~ q  

is when we consider all this free ~,pending of nlone!. 
that, sooner or later the Government w ~ l l  have to re- 
adjust its whole policy of spending monej-. I do not 
ilame nIr. Turner for one moment. If 1 was an Eilg 
lishinan I would try and get some money for ome 
oi my boys too. As the honourable senior irleillber for 
St.  Philip has reillindeci us, the Turner Coinnlitte: 
Report recommended that the salaries and condition5 
of -ervice of the Medical Snperintendents of the 
General and Mental H~spi t~a ls  should be the same, and 
therefore i t  nras decided to give the Medical Super- 
intendent of the Mental Hospital free quarters or in 
lieu allo~ra~lce a t  the rate of 1'0 per cent. of salary, 
plns 2yL per cent. for furnitlure if the quarters were 
not furiii hed. But what strikes me as regrettable ia 
the fact that it is a year since the implementation 9: 

the Turner Committee Report; and I do not think ~t 
is impossible for the Government* to get this fur- 
niture ready in a year. But you allow the officer "*> 
wait all this time and so give him a chance of dc. 
1:landing his pound of flesh. The Governme~~t n ~ ~ i , t  
be blamed for that. I t  is 15 months since you decidcd 
to implement the recommendations of the Turnc-1. 
Committee. This is the kind of administration that 
allows chicanery behind the scenes. 

We have got to match, carefully, Mr. C'hairma!. 
how we pay out these little sums of money. The smail 
sums aggregate and add up  to a large total. There js 
a possibility that sugar might fall, and we might 
f ~ l d  i t  cliffic~ilt to keep on pouring sums of  none:^ 
like this all over the place. It is nonsense. 

Mr. LEWIS: JIr. Chairman,- There are many 
things that could be said about this item. First of 
d l ,  I am going to bring the Dos Santos Report into 
this. The Turner Committee Report said that, the big 
boys a t  the Mental Hospital should be on a par with 
the big boys a t  the General Ho;pital; the Dos Santcr., 
Report said that the small fry at the Mental Hospital 
should be on a par with the small fry at  the General 
Hospital; but they have been forgotten. (Shame 
shame). Both sets were supposed to be put on a par: 
but the big boys have friends a t  court. They have 
friends in the Public Buildings. I t  seems to me nowa- 
days that Barbados is ontside of the Commonwealth. 
You can come from .England or froln anywhere PISP 
pon have got to get your pound of flesh or you ere 
doing nothing. 1 hope that when the next war starts 
Barbadians will go out and show them that v e  arc. 
still in the Common~vealth and that nre are prepared 
to lose our lives for them. There is no more family 
bu i n e ~ s  in this thing. If the Government does not 
hare pour furniture ready p o ~  sa:- pon h a ~ e  pot to  
yir-e me money until it is ready. 

The next thing is that this question of f u r n i t a r ~  
at the Mental Hospital brings to mind another matter. 
I hope that the Government will investigate and firld 
out whether or iiot some mahogany trees which thry 
had do~vn there have not been cut down by thi- 
officer and made into furniture and the furniture 
p71t in the officer's house; and now the Governme~lt 
112s to pay him 2% per cent. of salary for ftlrniturc.. 
I want the Government to investigate that because 
I want the officer cleared of that charge. The hononr- 
able senior member for St. Philip does not know all 
that will have to be given to the officers down there. 
Government. is now allowing its female employees tc, 
hc married, and there is one at  the Mental Hospitd 

1. ho is nlarried, and her husband has moved into the 
government s house. l wonder if the Government 1s 

charging h1111 any rent, and what provision ii made 
6 

ror maternity allowance to the lady. You may have 
to pay wn~eonr to do her duties for six monthb. 
Everyone is doing as they llke. Recently there was a 
similar case at  the General Ho6pital; but th: 
quarters are no longer oecnpiea. 'I'he lady l c ~  

qucstlon is hr-mg o~ l t s~de  with her husband, and the 
quarters are not occupied except perhaps during the 
day. 1 would like to know what arrangements are 
made for these things. Has furniture been made at 
thf Mental Hospital and put in any of the houses 
c lo~~ i i  tnere, ancl is any rent being charged anyore 
down there. l am counselling the Government not to 

I allow any slackness to go on because the finger i;; go- 
ing to be pointed at  them. They will geL severe 1 . .  criticism. They must open both eyes and keep them 1 open. 

I really do not know what to do about this par- 
ticular matter because if you have agreed to give -$ 
people furnished quarters you should have them fur- 
nished. If you agreed to give them 2% per cent. orL F 
their greatly enhanced salaries they will not remind 
you to bring in furniture. They will put  in  fumitur?, 
gay for i t  out of the house allowance and then prci- 
bably sell i t  back to you at the original price. I would 
like the Government to assure me that, they have not 
allowed any officer in residence a t  the Mental Hos- 
pital to use trees growing down there to put  furni- 
ture in his house and now perhaps the Government 
is being charged 255 per cent. on i t .  T would like to 
have the assurance that they know about this thing 
and that it is alright; or that they will investi- 
gate it. 

A,  I have said the Turner Report said that the 
big boys at the General and Mental Hospitals shwld  
be on a par ;  and the Dos Santos Report said the 
same thing about the small f ry  a t  both institution;. 
But while we have just passed washing allowance for 
those a t  the General Hospital we have not done t l ~  
same for nur es a t  the Mental Hospital. Was it ev.1- 7 
considered and turned down, or has i t  never been 
ronsiderecl at all ? 

I n  concluding, Mr. Chairman, I will say thal 
trere ic a statement, made by the honourable senior 
member for St. Philip that should be corrected. I r  
is noti true to that you can get a letter from any 
part of the world to Barbados cheaper than yoir 
srnd it from Barbados to that part, of the world. It 
t osts nlore to ?et an air mail lett,er from Britisj-t 
Guiaiia here than to send one from here to British 
Guiana. I t  is iiot good when you have a good case 
to spoil it by statements that are nott stirictly correct. 

Mr. ALITJDER : Mr. Chairman,-T think that 
it is the clntp of honourable members to support 
the motioil for the deletion of this particular item, 
and T think that Government should investigate 
the nlnninp of t h i ~ ~  deparrnent to see if all the tret - 
that mrerc there are still there. It has been wi&el!- 
I n~noured that the Head of that Department has 
been having thwe trees cut down and using insti- 
tution labonr to have them made into furniture, 
come of ~ ~ ~ h i c h  furniture was bought ontside the* 
institntioii. What is more, sir, I think i t  is true i c  
yal- that this particular officer has been holding- 
office and living at  the institution since 1947; so he 
n~ust  have had furniture there all that time. Wh?- 
is there this new demand for furniture, and what 
has become of the oldr set of furniture which w a s  
down there, and who owns that furniture? 

Another thing is that for some time now .. 
ladv has been goinr around purchasing househoicl 
equipment and putting down this institution as the +. 
place that wo111d be responsible for paying the bill- 
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for this equipment. I do not know ho\v i t  comes 
that the Government permits the wife of a Heatr 
of a Deparment to go around spending Government's 
money. She a n n o t  be questioned on the spending of 
Gorerninent 'S monq-. I t  has been going 011 for some 
time now. 

Non- %re are being asked to pay a percentage 
for  furniture which Inay belong to the present 
holder of the post or to give him a llew set. 1I't is 
bad business. What happens with the Government 
is that whenever you draw anything to their attea- 
tion they always feel that you are attacking them. 
But i t  is not always ho. If the Government is wise 
they would investigate these things and see whether 
the accusation. are based 011 fact or not if y o ~ l  
nllo~v the Head of a Departmeat that &p,peads hull- 
dkeds of tbo~lsands of dollans of the taxpayers 
money every year to do as he 'likes \ ~ t h o u t  i~mes- 
tigating hi5 actions of course he will be encouraged 
to increase his demands all the time. He is not obl, 
gated to safeguarding the illterests of the taxpay- 

L. 

ers of Barbados inasmuch as he is a stranger and 
may be sojourning here for a short time only. I t  
is the representatives of the people of this country 
and the Administration who m e  responsible for 
seeing to that. I+, is time that an bt 
carried, out a t  this institution. 

Every nou- and again you get fr9nl 

the expenses to an  account of the DiIental h y l u m  
I think all honol~rable members in this Chamber 
are aware of their responsibility aizd would n t t  
say such a thing if I t  -tirere not so. This 1s no ,lol;e. 
I am hoping that the honoura,ble Junior Member 
for St. Thornas \v111 leave no stone unturned until 
he finds out hou inany pieces of furniture werc 
bought at  the various sales and everything i n  con 
nection with t.his matter and let us know something 
:tbont i t .  

&fr. TALhld : Mr. Cbairmai~, Before you pu t  
the question, '1 would .like to say that although 1 
agree with many of the points raised by the hon 
mrable Junior Meinber for the City and other hon- 
otlrable members who have spoken in so far  as 
specialist officers are concerned, yet the fact remains 
that we are committed to the recornmendah~n~ of 
the Turner Committee. I think the majority of 
honourable members voted in  favour of a11 addl- 
tlonal increase to the salaries of technical and spec 
ialist officer<. The officer of whom mention has been 
made happens to be a specilaiisrt officer and as far 
as know, has been appointed on eontrmt for a 
specific llumber of :-ears. Under the terms of the 
c'ontracl it has been agreed to pay him a specific 
salary and to give him free furnished qaartelrs 
among other things pertaining to his office. It must 
be renlembered that this officer worked here already 

nurse8 a t  this institution. You hear "the Medical for the Government in the same capacity and must 
Superintendent has done me this and that and the have given satisfactory service that the Government 
o t h r .  The day before you are discharged yell i should have decided to re-appoint him as a speciali.~~ 
are told that pour services are required 1x0 longer. 
There are decent young women employed d,oy~~,, 
there some of lvhom contribute b)- \$,a)- Of taxation 
solne of the money that this Head of the Depart- 
ment quanders. There is no one to take up thelr 
cases; no one to appelal to. The Head of the Depafi. 
lllcnt feels 90 authoritative that eyen if .wlneonp 
attempts to ask something on hehalf of the injuretl 
party a sufficient explanation is not givm. Yell are 
just told that she does not suit any illore alld must 
go. This Government is a habour Gorernlnent and 
shotxld not permit those things. Yon import people 
who have had contrtct with a war ton1 Europe. and 
that may have givm them an outlook which is detrl- 
mental to colonial people. Qovernlllellt should see to 
it that thew people do not take advantage of colonia! 
people who have to w o ~ k  under them. 

Sir, I support skrongly the remarltc, of the 
honourable Junior Xember for the ci ty alld Senior 
Member for St. Philip. 1 feel that this is one occas- 
i o l~  ~vhen there is no party issue, but an issue 
~vhich affects all and snndry in thic colony. At 
t i m a  you must support what is right rather tba I 

what might be might. I feel this is nil? issue cl. 
which this House shouid be Very ktl+o~lg. ;herefo:.cj 
I consider i t  the dlltTr of all honourable memben 
of tihis Chamber to support the deletion of the 
arnot~nt of $216 ~vhich has been set clolTll in thi~; 

" 
resolution to provide for this allowance. 

l l r .  HAYNES: Mr. Chairman,--For the ntw- 
ber of years that I have been a member of t h i ~  
Chamber, I have never heart1 such serious allega- 
tions made against an officer of Government and 
so direct as what I have heard this afternoon. I 
think these allegatiolus are so point<ing that it be- 
hoves the honourable ~,Juiiior Member for St. 
Thomas, whom I think holds the portfolio fol- Me.0 
car1 Services and Health to investigate thic :zzr.:ter 
and Eec whether ail i!lc~e ~l lepsriul~-  fii-3 col1.l ct 
and if they are to put them right: if not m. to 
come and explain them to the Housc of Assembly 
Some really bad things have bec.11 ciisclosed with 

, some direct cha~ges. I n  one case. an allegation ~ i ~ a ~  
made that the wife of the brad of the 3ledic.a; 

officer on contract. I f  by the te rns  of the contract. 
Governmeiit cannot provide free furnished quarters 
for this officer, it mu$t do roniething by way oi 
tonlptnh:~tioil or otherwise a breach of contract is 
committed. Therefore this provision i n  this resolu 
ti0n shows that Government is trying to sale jt\elf 
fron? out of an awkward position. That is all that 
this vote meails. 1 am not saying that the f a r l i i t ~ ~ ~ ?  
which inay be available at this officer's quarters is 
necessarily unsuitable to this specialist or t1,at yoc 
should have specialist furniture for a specialist. I 

not thinli that you need to carry it to tha~t ex. 
tent. What I am saying isl that a breach of contract 
w0~1d be committed by 'Government to this oficcr 
if it does not carry out all the terms and conditions 
of the contract. Altho~lgh I disagree with certair. 
recommendations of the Turner Report and just ai 
htrongly as any other honourable member, I having 
take11 exception to the manner in which the Turr~car 
Committee was set up, yet the fact remains that 
that the Turner Committee has been accepted as 
well as the Committee's report was passed 011 the 
floor of this Chamber. Although IT am not arguing 
the case of the Goverilnient, I feel that the Gov- 
enlnlent is in dtlt\* bound to provide free furnished 
warterr; for this specialist officer and if by way 
~f avoiding a breach of contract on the part oi 
this G ~ ~ e r n m e n t .  it is compromising in this mcllllcr 
until such time as it can fulfil the terms and appli 
cations of the cont:act, 1 feel that this allowaner 
of 2% Per cent. of salary for this purpose should 
be agreed 011. 

Dr. CT7MMINS : Mr. Chairman. the honourable 
Senior Member for Cbris;t Church has said mncli 
cif n-hat 1 intended to say. There seems to be some 
criticikm by honourable members on the Govern 
merit f o r  Friilging the terms of the appointment 
of the ;Iledic!al Officer of the Mental Asylum in line 
with that of medical officers of t~he General HOP 
pital but 'I c10 not see the reason why those hen. 
ourable ~nembers shol~ld be discriminatory to that 
cxtent. In  both cases. these officers are profesriona: 
nzen; thq-  spend the same time qualifying for thejl- 
profession and those specialising in the ~;triolls I Asylum bought furniture for her own nqe and PI'' branches of the profession have to take post-gradll 
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ate eoulqes in the specialised branch they choose. 
These same honourable members who think that 
the Government shonld employ the ineclical s tag at  
the Mental I-Iofipital on different terins and concli- 
tioizs to that of similar officers of the Qeneral 110s- 
pital would be the first to say sonlethiiig else If 
Goverinlient hacl not done that at  the tiiiie antl 
h-as thus unable to secure that staff a t  thzt 
institution. These honourable members ~vould sa j  
that because of a fen. paltry dollars this Oovera- 
ment is unable to recruit staff for  the JSental Hoi- 
pital. As the hoiiourable Senior llen~nzber for C h r i ~ t  
Church said, these werr the terms under which these 
oficers at the MentaI IIospital accepted their jobs. 
T h y  the administration should be rather dilatory in  
securing furniture for these officers, I do not kno~v, 
but I wou.ld make enquiries as to the reason. Prob- 
ably, the admii~istration feels th,at i i zas i l~~~ch  a 5 

those officers have provided their own furniture 
there n-as no need to hurry to buy  furniture £01 
their rccluirements. I mid  probably; I may be 
wrong. 

Slir, there has also been son~e criticisms by the 
honourable Junior Member for  the City with respect 
to the washing allom-andes for the nurses a t  the Mental 
Hospital not being granted to nurses a t  the General 
Hospital. During thc past two weeks, I have had the 
opportunity of sitting a t  one or two Whitley Counci! 
meetingr owing to the absence of the honourable 
senior nienlber for St.  Joseph and this question of 
~rashing allowance was brought up. The representa- 
tive from the Mental Hospital said that he rmcler 
stood that washing allowances were granted t:) the 
nursing staff a t  the Mental Hospital a t  a former 
meeting of the Whitley Council. H e  said thai h. 
was present a t  that meeting and he thought that 
the decision of that meeting was that this allowanc* 
shculd be granted to the nurses a t  the Asylulr,. 011 

perusal of the Minutes of the meeting of t'le Co~ul-  
cil, there u7as nothing to confirm the opinion of thih 
representative on that  subject and the matter iq  still 
in  the a i r .  I t  seems to me that somebody has prob- 
ably taken too much for granted and is saying that 
this allowance was granted'. I n  any case, I am not 
~ a y i n g  that these nurses should get i t  or that they 
should not get i t ;  T an1 only saying that ther+ Wi14 

some misundersanding which T hope in  the no+ fa,. 
distant future will be put  right . 

Sir,  1 have heard a lot of talk about niahoqany 
tnees being cut down and furniture made of them. 
T know nothing of it. I cannot say anything mow on 
> h e  matter. I admit that it. is rather disquieting and 
i t  causes llle some concern. I will promise this Hous. ~ $ 3  

lnrreetigate the matter thoroughly ancl see whether 
this allegation is correct. I have also heard the re- 
mark that the Sister Tutor there has been recently' 
iiiarried arid that her  husband is living. on the prem- 
ises with her. I will also make enqnirles about that. 
I am however asking hoilourable membels. in vitw of 
the remarks made by the honourable Senior Member. 
for  Christ Church - atid what he said was really cor 
rect - to let this rote pass but 1 will again nromisb 
to investigate the matter and give an  explaiiation 
Probably a t  the next meeting of this Housc T n 7 i l l  be 
i n  a position to give the information which hononrable 
~llembers have been asking in  connection 354th the 
mahogany trees, the furniture, with respect to the 
Sister Tudor and one or two other things. T agree 
that  if the allegations are well founded, i t  is not the 
ctate of affairs which should exist. 1 again fiepeat 
that  I will make the necessary enquiries and report 
a5 soon as possible. 

Mr. LEWTS: Mr. Chairman, if there is one 
question tha t  thle honourable Junior  Melllber for St 
Thomas shouId be able to answer today is why furni  

ture has not been bbuglit for the,% officers a t  the AIPII- 
t a l  Hospital. Firs t  of all, if you agree to e1nplo-y 
sonlebody and to give them furnished quarters, you 

+ 
have 110 right to place tlieni in  unfunlished quarter,. 
If those officers were able to get furniture for  them- 
selves, you should hare  been able to do do. The reason 
for  this state of affairs is that you hare  ~ ~ o t  been abic 
to supply this furnitnre, therefore, you have to pay 
lent for theiii. The questions are : \Thy have you not 
been able to get furniture for these officers? Are y o ~ i  
paying rent for  the fnrnitnre which is in the place, 
or. are the officers b~tyiiig farni ture  and collecting 
the ren t?  

I ~ ~ o u l d  not like the honourable Junior  ?Iielizbel* 
for  St.  Thomas to get the impllession that the Sister 
Tntor's husband should not be allowed to live with 
her because the wife of a married 11la11 is allowed t o  
live with him. The cluestions in  this ca-e are : Ts thi., 
a new arraiigeinent in which the Government has cl1 
tered? Was that the agreement entered with this lady 
and have the Go~~ernnient  made arrangements8 f o r  
nlaternity allowances? If Governinent allows a situa- 3- 
t ~ o n  like this a t  the IkIental Hospital, why has it not 
been allowe3 a t  the General Eiospital? There is how- 
erer  one question which the Governlnent should 
tnswer and that is :  I s  i t  the intent ioi~ of the Gov- 
el.nment to get the necaessary furni ture? We have not 
vet heard this answer. All that we haye been made 
aware of is that we are to provide for this 2yL per. 
cent. of salary in  lieu of inability to suppl,r free fur-  
nished quar ters  And it is pnt  down in  this resolutiou 
as if it were included in  the 1962-53 Estimates. I 
uonder if it was made last J-ear and a supplementarj- 
vote is now required. I think this is a pecnlixr 
way to set i t  down if that tvere not so. Slir, we are 
not told 210717 many officers would be getting this a!- 
lowance or who they a re .  

1 have not argued against the principle enunci- 
ated by the honourable Senior Member for Chris: 
Church. I am not against that  a t  all. I would sag 
that  these officers had no right to accept the ~ondi t iou 
of going into unfurnished homes when furnisheci 
homes should have been provided for them. If these W 
officers were a t  the General Hospital and free fnr-  
liished quarters could not be provided for  them, they 
would be given a house allowance. I am not arguing 
against that principle. The peculiar thing about thc 
whole matter is that the Government leaves this pro- 
vision out of the Estimates, and  is now making i t  a 
supplementary estimate. Have the Government chanr- 
pd. their idea of buying furniture for these quartera" 
This is a very unsatisfactory way to handle t h i ~  
]natter. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Jus t  allothe1 point, Sir, b:- 
fore you put the question. The honourable junioL 
Meniber for St.  Thomas says he does not know the 
ieasoli why the furniture was not bought. The point 
is that this hoilourable menlber is responsible for  
Medical Services ancl health-that is his portfolio- 
and if he tells u,i doday when we are committed to* ) 
giving these sfficers free furnished quarters that he 
does not know why the furniture was not bought, we 
can only say that he is not perfornling his duties sat- 
isfactorily When the honourable menlber says so- 
he is admitting to rank indifference and incompetence 
in so fa r  as matters come within his portfolio. I n  my 
opinion, this officer in question was actually living in 
a furnished house so when you come along and offer to 
qive hiin free furnished quarters and furniture, yoil 
hare not got to buy f ~ ~ r i i i t u r e  because i t  is already or, 
the premises It seeills to me that for  the three year. 
of this officer's contract, Governmelit will not be buy- 
ing this furiiiture. 

I n  so fa r  as the hononrable senior llleinber foi- + 
Christ Church who s a p  that he endor,es the princi- 
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lrnow.; that this Government merclr c o n ~ c ~  to t h ~  
House and put bills. resolutiolls and thine? of t h : ~ ~  
rort to  which we agree in Executive Committee. thry 
being more or 1~19s our policy and every hononral+?e 
member &so knows that i n  so f a r  as administratinl! 
is concerned, there i.: no 'authority 7vhatso~uer givw 
to members of this Government. T%%m something is 
Fronght to  the notice of a member of the Govrrnrnen+ 
he goes to the Head of the Department conca~r~lcc1 
and investigate.; the matter. Therefore, hoxv can you 
accuse the m ~ m b e r  of Government becanse h r  did nct 
go and) p r y  i d  011 that Department of Medical S e r ~ i , ~ ~ ;  
and ask qnestions on things which he never heard? 
How can yon sa,y he is incompetent and indifferent '. 
Sir,  1 say i t  is regrettable coming a s  i t  dicl from t h  ' 
Aono~lrable senior member for  St.  Philip and mor. 

I plc that  these specialist officers are entitled to this 
s~ecialisecl treatment i n  mat ter ,  of salaries and  con- 
ditiollb of wol-k, it is trne that  this IIouse has adoptrld 
i n  principle the Turner Report. What  I merely wall? 
to  asli the honourable member is if in  his conlidercd 
opinion he thinks the increase i n  the salary and coil- 
ditions of work shoulcl rise from $5,432 per annum 
to $8,010 - a n  increase of $2,538 per aanum. 

(A VOICE)  : I3ow do you get tha t?  

Mr. CRATFORD : The figure; are a t  present : 

Salary . . .... . . . . - .  $6,45c) 
129276 on salary in allo\vances . . 810 
A t  the end of four years S 3 0 0  for him- 

self and R303 for his wife equal to 
S 6 0 0  divide per annum . . . . 720 

$8,010 

Xir, I lvould like to  ask the honourable S ~ n i o r  
Member for Christ Church if he does not think that 
evell if this Officer be a super-cpecialist tha t  this 
increase of $2,538 is extra\,agent for a small pauper- 
iaed colony like this. 

~ 0 9 :  Mr. Chairman,- had it llot 
the remarks of the last honourable member relativ- 
t,o the honourable Junior  INember fo r  St.  Thoma? 
mould not have risen to my feet. ? think the 
which the honourable Senior lKember for  St.  Phili~) 
made that  becanse the honourable member did no: 
know why the furniture was not bought, \Thether it 
was bought, or when it would be bought, that he TTa' . 
admitting to  rank indifference and  i l l c o m ~ e t e ~ c ~ ,  I' 

grossly unlriad, unreatsonable and unfair. The 
ourable Senior Jfember for St.  Philip klloxvs as WL!' 
as anybody else tha t  the hollourable Junior JTrmber 
for St.  Thoinas who holds the portfolio fo r  medical 
services and health i ,  not a n  administratire 
The honourable member knows tha t  the Deputy Leac! 
er  is only an  officer to  formulate the policy of the  
qoYernment. There is no ministerial status at  presellt 
therefore, $011 qhollld not FIO illto the bosineqi 
ef a (lepartmellt unless You hear goins 
wrong. Perhaps. if honourable members lYere 

their duties seriously, ~ v h e n  they heard happenin?' 
contrary to the cood running of a a? 
aired just now, they should report them to the ColoniaT 
Secretarr so that they could he brought to the  lloti"o 
cf the  flwernrnent. Those honourable nlembers ha'rc 
not done t h a t ;  they have aired the111 in  this HOusr' 
and then the honourable senior Member fo r  St 
Phili,] g o ~ s  011 and accuses the hollonrahle jnlli"? 
member for St .  Tholnas ~ v h o  is 3 nlenlber of 
ernment and who merely for1nulateq polic>- anc1 y:l': 

seldom has the a l~thori ty  of c a r r ~ i l l ~  out that pollc'-. 
, of indifferellce a n d  incomuetence. I thinl< i t  is ~ r o - . ~ r  

anci indiscr~et .  Every hononraF1~ l"elllh"' 

J4r. COX : Kobody is saying that. 
Mr. ALLDER:  W h a t  is i t  that  he said t h m ,  

h9r. Chairman 7 
Mr. COX:  Mr. Chairman,-I have never said 

that beelause members of the  Government have not 
'ministerial status, they have no say in the admin. 
istration of the  funds of the running of government 
ii~stitnt~ions. I have already said tha t  members of 
the Government are  not administrative officers. T f  
que%tions are  brought to  our notice in  connection with 
the r ~ u l n i n g  of a department, the member of Govern- 
ment whose duty it is, can go to the  particular de- 
partment anlcl investigate the matter a n d  report to 
the Government and then the Government can take 
action. I did not say we c a ~ m o t  do anything. 

] particularly as the honourable menllser referred to the 
honourable junior member for St .  Thomas. 

Mr. CEhWE ORD : Sir,-The honourable junior 
inenlber for  St.  Thoillas ii responsible fo r  formulating 
~,olicy, ill other words, he is respollsible for szeil12 
tllat this officer has flllni,.hed quarters. l 'hat is part 
c,f the policy for the coll&tions of service of tlqlj 
llarticular medical officer a t  the Mental Asj-lum. Bea;. 
:n mind that  the Government formulates such policy 
and this is the portfolio of the hoizourable junior 
~neniber for  St.  Thonlas ~ h o  noxv colnes to the H o u ~ ;  
to give this ofiicer a t  the Dlental Asyl1~11 some money 
h e c a ~ ~ s e  the quarters there were unfurnished fo r  
nearly a year. Now, Sir,  if you were not a minister, 
even althongh this Government does not have minis- 
terial status, you would expect the person vrhose duty 
i t  was to present this resolution to enquire why have 
c e  not got the furni ture  foY this place. 'lt i3 a nio*t 
ordinary matter of fact sort of thing to expect wouid 
be ahked you if you were coming in  here to present 
a re5olution like this. That is not  important adminis- 
trative duty. You mould certainly get this informs- 
tloll because you will reason to yourself saying that 
1 an1 sure to be asked why after a year this f~1rnitu1.e 
has not been bought. T o n  mill meditate on what is 
the reasoil-~oinebocly is  negligent; somebody is in- 
different; somebody is not performing their duties. 
-2, a rnatter of fact, ill not being able to answer 
a simple clnestion is tantamount to saying that y~ou 
hare not read the resolutioll a t  all. The first thing 
rhat etrilies >-our e~-e ,  as was qnestiolzed by the hon- 
ourable junior member for  St.  Lucy and  the honour- 
a t l e  jnnior mcmher for  Christ Church; "My good- 
rims! could we not get a fe11. pieces of furniture fgr 
this place l"  It is something you call buy allywhert 
in Britigeto~vn. Let us  < a ~ r  this question escaped the 
attention of the honourable junior member fo r  St. 
Thomas; he had not read the notes accompanying this 
vote carefully and a s  a result he did  lot go and se: 
about i t ;  but do not tell me trhat because you are not 
a full pledged nlinistelr you canncut go and find out 
the relason why this state of affairp exist. 

BZr. A L T n E R :  Sir,  - the more one listens to 
' remarks coming from this Government Ben&, thC 

illore cne become? dissati?<fied Tvith its t eeh iyue .  Tlie 
honourable sellior member for St .  Michael made a 
dangerous admission of the Governnlent's in,abilitv 
to control the  affairs of this colony. I do not b e l i e ~ e  
that the honourable memher sttudied the remarks Ile 
made beciause svch remarks can oiz1,~- leave us  to re  
solve oursc l~re~  in  a s t a t ~  of chaos a11d hope tha t  the 
not distant future  will provide us with a government 
more able to govcrn us. Sir,  you cannot tell me that  
8 government comprised as this is, having these in- 
~tit11tions to appeal to it for  funds fo r  the running 
of them. cannot control and have a Isay i n  the admini. 
tration of the funds of these institutions just because 

members of the Government have not got fnll 
millist~rial statns. 
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AIr. IILLDER,: Sir,-When you a re  a men~her  
of Government, you are  everything. You have to Le 
an officer, clerk, cantonnier, scavenger and  e-czry- 
thing else. There is  no  line of demarcation drawn 
in  so f a r  as administration. It is not a question of 
prying into anybody's business; i t  is yonr busint-- 
I t  1s your dnty to  know how institations under J o u Y  
charge are running. It is not  the duty of other hen- 
ourable lnenibers to go and find out what is taking 
place, but i t  is the duty of the member of Govcrll- 
njent concerlled with the r~u ln ing  of that  nel?drt- 
ruelit to see that nothin:: goes \vrol1g. ~ 1 5  I have sa~(2, 
~t is not prying into anybody 'S businehs ; lt is Your 
burine S. There should be nothing secretive i n  the 
acl~i~inistratioii of (:ovr~nnient so fa r  as a (Govern- 
nlent member is concerned. 

s i r ,  just as you clrlllallcl llumerous reports iron1 
the ed~lvational authorities-sonle of theill unl~eces- 
sa r i ly -~~l~y  caa't you demand termly report;, froll: 
these lllstitutiolls tha t  ,pend hulldreds of thousands of 
clollars of the taxpayers' money so that you can he 
n l d e  aware of what is going on there? Sir, \thy 
can't you delegate a n  o%cial to go and look aror~l~cl  
;places like the 31ental Hospital and make surprlse 
\-l~its! It appears as if after government ap- 
point a head of these institutions i t  i s  not really 
~llterc~sted in  the running of that institntion and 
:L the>- are interestecl, they are interested on the 
~ l i l r  n hich thv big official is intere ,ted. There 
is still that short-sighted policy going on. Thi i  
(;o\-ernnleat is still perpetnatin:, a spytern which 

expected its members woulcl destroy. Sir, 
thing: Iikr \?-hat hav? been complained of lvill 
vontinne to be done by these officials because nobody 

the feedliig of this stock and  a t  periodical intervals 
you 11111 slaughtel. a m e  of this stock and send it back + 
to the liitchelz t,o provide food f o r  the stomachs 0-f. 

the patients. By this means you will be creating a 
i,a\ing and nil1 be easlng the hard-pressed taxpayer. 

The honourable senior member for  St.  Michael 
suggested to  honourable members tha t  if they heard 
c.n\-th~ng urong going on a t  Governlnent institutioils 
the) bliould inforni tht> Colonial Secretary. Sir, why 
nL1l,t I go to thr  Colonial Secretary; why must l take 
tilat coursr to give \Then there is this Cham 
I,,, for to esllrrss the thillgs which I feel shoulall 

airecl, The honourable lllelinber t h i n l ~  he is smart ; 
he ,,;lilts to rednre our position. Government, cer- 
t;lilllp, ha\ lI1readJ- reduced our statlls but want L:, 
saxe the little that remains. Sir,  all  sorts of corn- 
plaint< roine fro111 the s e r ~ a n t s  attached to that  in- 
ititution. They tell me: "Can't you feel for  people 
lllre ourselves !" "TIThy should you allow this E n g -  
!~s ' i  1Iatron to treat us like tha t?"  "Can't you s2e 
that the representative who pretended to repreient 
thi5 kind of employee allowed himself to be bullied by 
the indiscreet patronage and concessions which t h ~ y  
g a w  him and to nhich the Government apreed?" 

Dr.  C I X 3 I Z S b :  1 rise on a point of order, Sir. 
ITononrable nlc>mbers ha le  been asked over and over 
::gain ill this House not to attack the character of 
cfficeri and Civil Servants. They are placed i n  a posit- 
ion where the!- (.annot defend themselves. The honour- 
able nleinber know, this and yet is making attacks on 
the character of these people. 

Mr. A i I J I , D  Sir,- The only authority i n  this 

I 
qnestions them. They tell on? another that they lieet1 
not be afraid of what they do as if t h v  were in  
England, Scotland, Ireland, TTTales or Scandanavia 
for  that matter, because they are in the TxTest 111- 
ilieh ~vhere  the colonial.; are unaccustomed to power, 
therefore, they can do as they like. This is what 
honourable inembers 011 the Goverlllnent Bench do 
not realis(.. Sir. a t  the NIental Hospital over $13.000 
\i-ij\ spent during last year on provisions. food, eto. 
IIow, therefore. van Governlnent prnliit the Sitster 
'I'ntor with the duties attached to her office to go out of 
her xq&.y to rear turkeys ancl ducks--the loveliest ill 
the islancl-wit11 the aid of an  unfort~ulatt. patient 
\,.ho goes aroullcl ill,titntioll to  the 
l,atielits~ meals to feed such  hi^ ladv is 
pernlittt.cl to sell thi< stoc+lr i ~ n t ~ i d r  the i ~ l c t i t u t i s ~ ~ .  
1 f t  tllat th(, adlllilli tration of this illstitntion 
shoul(l not pernit this t17in2 to be dollc,, 17his is 
.ollIerhillg -hicll the niernber of ~~~~~~~~~~~t con- 
pemed should go arollnd and  illuehtigatr. Sir, if tills 
institution mere nlll by ellterprise3 it hav- 
ilIg oTer 600 per oils to feed daily, do you thin]< that 
the manace1nent \vonld llot he interested ill the slvill 1 

Sou thillli tklc Illallagrll~pnt ~y \ -o~]d  alloTv person3 
lt-holn they to (>ther IvorB? no 

this ]actS be allol\;ecl to  keep fanll 
there? TTl~at is more, she pays a shilling a month 
to a patjcllt to u.e his or her skill to go around thr  
inctitntion to pick alr.ay from a y;:.eal<er patient his 
I~leal \&ich he not have eaten readily. I f  ~7011 

consider that the population of that inst(itution i u  

a t  1,resent 'between six and seven hnndred. you can 
imagine the difficulty of feedinr the peopie there and 
ktow i t  is to the taxpayer;. You are bound to 
reason that ont of that number of people there yo~: 
5hould obtain 90 many hnndred pounds of refwe per 
~\.eek ~vhich could go towards the raisin? o'f so man>- 
n i ~  Doultl?; and other livestock for t l e  use of th!: 
illstit,lltion With proper adminiatration. you mill 
ser that all the refuie from that institut,ioa goes to 

islallcl tllat can attack the character or can remark 
011 t,he brhaviour of Uwernment employees is parlia- 
ment;  allcl if there be cause, it should be done with- 
out fear or favour. This House of Assembly is tb(; 
ollly correcting body that this islalld has for em- 
ployee\ of G ~ ~ e r n l l z e n t .  I was statillg TTrhat is a fac,t 
\\,hen 1 referred to the concessions TYhich Tvere p a n -  
tetl to that officer. This gave other 
rnzployees the impression that  they were treated Ivell 
allcl th,\t he thelll ,,ell. 

+ 
AIr. BAi RlIlOW : Sir, some time ago, this Hous? 

pessecl a resolution tro authorise tha t  certain allow- 
dnces be paid to certain ubordinate staff' at the 
dlental Hospital and the General IIospital. It in- 
clucl(~l Ilot~il~l= allo~\ances for attendants a t  tho 
llental Hospital n h o  are also entitled to furnished 
(]carters. but  owing to the fact that the acc.ommodn- 
t ~ ~ f i  it tllir ~nstitution is so hopelessly inadequate for  
thew attendants, nurses and other einployees, the 
i~o\-wnllleiit in its wisdom on the recommenclations of 
the Whitley Council has seen fit to grant  these housing 
allonaiires raryilig from 6208 to $2'75 to the Hedll 
Al t tmlda~l t  and other attendants there. It raises an  
intere5ting point 'because I ~vould like to know Mr 
C'hairnlan, ~ ~ ~ h y  the Govcl-nnient in  granting these 
H ~ ~ C J T I W I I C P S  f01" f~lrl l i t l lre in thiq resolution on a basis ). 
of 2% percellt of the salary of the particular officers 
n ho are appointed on agreenient did not grant, a sim- 
ilar allo~vaiice to  these other ordinary officers a t  the 
same institution? Sir, why should the Government 
discriminate officers on agreement and ordinarv 
officers a t  the Mental Ho;pital? These ordinary 
officer. are also entitled to free furnished quarters,  
they are l?aicl an allowance in recognition of that fact, 
t n t  no mention of these is seen i n  this resolutioxl. 
MTe only see mention made of officers on agreemel~t 
who are two or three people whom as the honourable 
junior rnember for the Citlv suzgeste8, must have 
auarters of some condart and mnst necessarily have 
f~lrni tnre .  Tt raise- ail i n t e r e s t l n ~  proposit,ion bp- 
,.alcv T am \ v o a d c r i ~ ~ c  whether the Division TIT +- 



people, such as  the Head Male Attellclant and  ot11c.r 
employees i n  that category are  not justified in  using 
this resolutioii as a springboard for  addressing their 
claims for furniture allowance as well. Are thew, 
officers of Division I11 supposed to squat on the floor. 
I feel what is good for one is good for  the other. 

Sir, 1 entirelj- agree tha t  we cannot afford to 
provide furnished quarters a t  the Alental IlospitaJ 
for  all those people who are  entitled to them. W? 
know why Government has not obtained them. 
Obviuusly, i t  is because Government would have to 
indulde in  capital expenditure of considerable pr:,- 
pcrtlun, for einployees who prefer their present con 
ce~siuns, but  when i t  conzes to providing quarters for 
office I., such as those under agreement, i t  is: a different 
m a t t e ~  entirely, becau e those officers usually prefer 
to have government, quarters rather than to pay house 
r rn t  outside and the number of buildings which thc 
Ciovc ,.~irr:ent ~i-ould have to erect f o r  these oficers i s  
not really prohibitive. It is nnderstood to be th3 
order5 cf the day in  thi, place that  officers in  thc 
categorj of those under agreement should havc 
claarter.; provided for them and the subordinate mem- 
bers p r ~ f e r  to  get allonanc*es rather than have quar- 
t ~ ~ r s .  However, if thesc ~nbordinates  are also entitled 
to free furnished cyuarters, ~~,oulcl not they be entitled 
to fnrniture a l 1 o ~ a n r . e ~  in like manner as the othl:~ 
oficers? This i the one problem which presents i:- 
self to rile. 

Sir, I mould like to take this opportunity of draw- 
il,g l~llother matter to the attention of the introducer 
of this resolution although l notice that  the hoilourable 
nitnlber is not i n  his place. It has been brought to m j  
attention that the P'arnl huperintendelit of thl: 
:tlental llospital has not been given housii~g alio\\ aliw 
~ v h t n  this allowance was given to the other attell- 
dants. Government has i t  on its programme tha t  
tile F a r m  S'uperintendent should be provlded with 
free quarters and to tlhe best of my knowledge from 

.. 1 the time that the resolution which provided allow- 
ance, for the other attendants a t  this institution was 
passed u p  to now, the quarters for the Farm Super- 
intendent have not been built. That particular officer 
1s living i n  baohelor quarters i n  which the Head Xalc 
Attendant and other officers of that  category spell(; 
their sQare moments. He  i ,  getting no house allon-- 
ance while the Head Male Attendant and the other 
attendants are getting honsiny allowancaes. Sir, thc 
Farm Superintendent is the one person who has to  
attend to cattle-calves. goat., and pigs-at all honrb 
of the day and night, and he has received no recry- 
nition by Government for this allon-ance. I under- 
stand the reason for thi? lacl; of consicleration is be- 
cause thc Head Male Att,endant and the other attell- 
dant  were represented a t  the mfhitlcy Council hn: 
becanse the F a r m  Superintendent is recognised to 
be a specialist officer. he was not so represented. This 
i sometthing which the Head of that  Departme~l' 
should check and regulate and bring to  the notice of 
Governmentt. 1 hlope the honoarable Junior Mernh(1r 
for St. Thomas wol~ld investigate this matter. 

Mr. BRAXCKER eamr into the Committee and tot 
his seat. 

Dr. CUAfMINS : Mr. Chairman, I have not 
risen to  answer anything which t8he honourable sec- 
ior member for St.  Philip or the senior menzber for 
St. Georre has aid though, I may say that thep h a ~ e  
saitl some r;diculon~ t,hings. T only rise to aslr leave 
to ~ ~ i t h d r a w -  this head from the resolution - Head 
XXTTT (3: Menta! Hospital - ill view of a11 t h .  
critivi nlQ Before 'br inr inr  i t  back to the TIonse i 
will make investigations which I promised to do 
earlier (Hear  ! R e a r  !) 

There berug 110 objection, leave was granted the 
honou:ablc member. 

Dr. C'UMAIIIVS : I now beg to move tha t  the  
Chalrn:an do iio~i- report progress and ask for  lea\-C 
to s i t  a;;ain. 

Mr. C'OX seconded and  the motion wa ,  agreed to. 
Mr. Speaker resullned the Chair and  reported ad. 

cordiagly. 
Dr.  C'IT31?111NS : Mr. Speaker,-l beg t,o move 

that this House do nolv adjourn for half a n  hour. 
311.. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed 

to ancl Mr. SPEAKER adjouriicd the House a~1cordingly 
On re-assembling, 
3lr  SPEAKER : When the IIouse adjourned, 

it ~~:a-, in Committee of Supply. 
M r .  Speaker left the chair and the IIouse re 

snmed Committee, Mr. Smith being i n  the Chair. 

Head X X I I I  (8) -Maters~i ty  HosprtaL 

Head X X l l l  (8) Maternity llospital, wa, callea. 
Dr.  CUJIiVIIh'S: I beg to move tha t  Head 

X X l I l  (8) Maternity Hospital, s tand p a r t .  
Mr. COX : I beg to second that. 
Alr. \VILLILlnIS: Sir,  I t  is true tha t  there E, 

no particular \ \ ay  for  the framing of the notes to 
these supplelnentary estimates, bu t  while tha t  ma?- 
be true and for  any honourable member to b a t e <  
with words like the accompanying notes t o  this heack 
\loultl probably be a \ \ a  te of tfime, yet l must d ra>i  
this not? to the notice of this Chamber. It reads 
follo\i-s :-- "The linen and bedding a t  the nlaternlty 
"Hospital have been reported as being i11 a serious 
"state of di repair. The majority of the articlrs 
"have been in  use sil1c.e the Hospital opened in 
' January,  1948, and replacements are  now required 
"at an  estiniated cost of $1,430. No provision foc 
"this expenditure was made i n  the Estimates fo r  the 
" rurrent  financial year. " 

h'obody really ~vrw~ts to serioasly criticise thz 
(:overlnllent for t,his sort of thing, but  Sir, there must 
kLi]\ e bee11 \olneboCI~~ in  charge of that  in,titution to 
see that the bedding was getting in  a bad condition, 
and c#ert,ainl)-, it should hare  been reported on befor? 
it got to this herions state of disrepair, if bedding can 
1.c. repaired Sweral people use thi ,  Maternity Hos- 
;)it,al and lt is ver3- like1;- that wear and  tear would 
01 cur. The note states that the linen and bedding 
Itav(1 bern re porteil as being in  a serious state of dis- 
repair. I think this wording can never apply though 
i t  is not my intention to banter with words, but 
snr~1;- it is always feasible to  come bo this House 
ruct pet v1pplementar)- estimate, for a purpose lilrr 
thi\, Government knowing too well that no hononr- 
~ b l e  nleinber of this Tlonsc ~vonlcl votcl against i t .  
Assuming that this bedding was getting too hacl for  
fur ther  use since last October -possibly much lollgel 
thaii that-a, supplen1entar.c- vote for these require 
mcnt\ has not been broneht clown until  now. T 
thillli it is high time that matters like this should 1 ) ~  
cic>alt with more expeditionsly. 

X r .  VtlTJGHAN: Thi ,  t,ype of thing is disgrace- 
l .  S .  After five years, during which time tll- 
lincn ant1 bed(ling a t  the Maternity Hospital Twre 
need, it has now been 'broaght to the llotice of th:. 
J I o u ~ e  to ask for replacements. One can i rnag in~  
the state of things a t  that in titution during the past 
-Oar and the discomfort that ~ v a s  cda11sc.d to those wiio 
n-ere comptlled to n\r  it 

Sir. 1vhile on thiq p o ~ n t ,  I ~ ~ o u l c i  remind the 
House that i t  is fi~7e ;-ears since Colonial Develop 
~ n e n t  and Welfare established this Maternity Hos- 
pital and T takc this opportunity to appeal t o  Gov- 
ernment to takr a leaf ont of the book of that  
organi4ation and est:rhlish se\-cral other of thew 
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hospitals i n  this coinlnunity. I feel the tinie has 
come to do so. This iiistitution has proved ve1.j 
kaluab4e since i ts inception. 1 happen to kilow ho\l 
young mother*s who have lnade use of it feel about 
it but ~s single centre is insufficient for the nee-l, 
of the entire conln1ullity o ~ ~ l i n g  to the fact that 
there are districts in the rural areas TVhich 
vc5 profitably beliefit frorll a llaterllity lIospital. 
When we think of the  illfantile death rate in this 
colony whiell is actually the highest in the 
\ye must think of ilistitutions like this, because we 
know that since this Aiaternity IIospital was iilstl 
tuted it has cut clown thiat un$atisfactory state of 
affairs and I am sure that the inultiplicatlon of ho.- 
pitals lace this must have a further effect on le,sening 
this death rate i n  tke co~llmunity. I therefore, a n  
really appealing to  Qovel-nment to  think s e r i o u ~ h  
of muliplying institutions like this. I feel they m e  
more protitdbl~ to  this community than the $200,- 
000-F'& Station that  we voted to erect. hlally of 
the building programmes like this Fire  Station are 
not as essential a s  more of these AIaternity Has- 
pitals. see in the Five Year 'lan the sum 'jf 

$150,000 set down for  the erecting of a new par- 
liument but that is not as eaential 
these social institutions, therefo,i~e 1 will ask to  
forget all about that building and erect more 
Maternity HorspitallS. Projects like a new parlia- 
merit buildillg are of the question. I~~~~~~ 
spending mo,ney buildillg programmes like that. 
use some of the nloney earlllarked for those ,,C,,. 
tures on the building of social inst,itutions like thic 
Naternity Hospital. 

Mr. L E W I ~  : jIlst a ITord to let the honourab!a 
junior member for St.  Lucy know that so far as  J 
am aware, GoTernnlent llas circularised all Head; cf 
Departlnellts asiCillg tllat they make out estilnates fo: 
the requiremellts of their Departments in time to 
put  in the Allllual Estinlate and to  t r y  and a ~ r ~ i c ?  
as far as  possible their having to apply for a sup- 
plementary estimate. It has also been Etated i n  the 
Five Year Plan. 

However, Sir, this is capital expenditure and i t  
is something that you can budget for an l l~a l ly .  YOU 
can know that pour linen and those sort of thivg> 
are wearinp - their life is not indefinite - and ydL1 
should pu t  in the ~211aaal Estimates a certain alnou1lt 
for replacements. Certainly, an  item like th:= 
should not be one that the Go~ernnl(~i1t shonlci 
accept in  the middle of ;I financial pear. Somebodv 
is slacking; somrboc1)- ic 110t doing their 
properly. This is not a n  itclil nhicli sho~llcl colT.e 
to the IIcn\c in ,June on a s~lppleinentaq- e s t i m a t ~  
When pass this, it is cncourcigiug thc pco 
ple %\hose job i t  is to  looli af ter  this matter of thl- 
sort. Do you ~ v a n t  the people to go there and do not, 
get a mattress or becl lillell to rest on?  It is a place 
where children are given birth to and Tte know tha t  
young children destroy bedding aiid things of thal  
sort. TTre al-f' aIYare thet  n e  lllust r e p l a ~ e  t h e y v h e s e  
things by  degrees ancl because of that  the Materllit:~ 
Ho;pital should have a certain amount in the Annui i  
Estimates for normal replacements of these fnrnish 
ings. I condemn this ~ o t e  a t  this time coming as I t  

docls nncler a < ~ ~ ~ ~ ] > l e ~ n e i i t a ~ ~  e~tilllate, bnt  it seellls to 
me that  i t  is just a waste of time. Jus t  fancy, we 
have this vote to deal with although we have not i11 ; 
creased the accommodation a t  the place. 

The question that Head X X I I I  (8) Maternity 
~ o s ~ i t a l ,  stand par t  wai then pu t  and  resolved in 
the affirmative ~vi tho~xt  division. 

Head XXVIT1,-R~cbsidies a d  Grants 
Head X X V I I I ,  Subsidies and Grants, I Q Z ~  

called. 
Dr. CUMMINS: I 'beg to  move that  Head 

X X V I I I ,  Subsidies and Grants, stand part. 

Mr. Cox: I beg to  second that. 

Mr. L E W I S :  Mr. Chairman, it seems to m: F 
t11:~t if xou s tar t  anything a t  all and ask Glovern~llei~ 
io r  a contribution it is afraid to say no. Government 
1 %  absolutely afraid to  say no  to the giving of con- 
tributions and to things of this sort. 1 am not say- 
ing that  the provision of a new building fo r  thc 
h~-cological Institute as has been recommended by 
the Common~~~ea l th  Agricultural Bureaux i~ not 
good thing beca~me as  soon as you use the word 'agri- 
culture' no matter what it is about, Barbados is 
going to s u b ~ r i b e  to it. 

Sir, if you look a t  the aniount voted under sub- 
sidies rind Grants ill the annua l  Estimates, you \vll, 
bee that l t  is a con,iderable amount and every yeal. 
that sulll increases owing to the fact  tha t  the itenls 
,,der that head are increasing. I feel that a good 
, , ; :S ,  be lnade out, before Goverlilllellt agree, 
to SLlbscribe to tllings of this sort. ~~t long ago, 

started some farm ~ ~ i ~ ~ i d ~ ~  and ,+iti,h ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ : ~  
,ho a t  first agreed to make a contribution to it, had 

? 

the guts to  say af ter~vards  that they were not going 
to do so. A s  a re ult, this colony had to take ovel. 
lnorp of the expense. Now lve the Common- 
wealth Agricultural Bureaux Conference i n  1950 
~ e c o i ~ ~ m e n d i n g  fo r  the provision of a new buildin:: 
for the Mycological Institute owing to the inadc- 
9Uaq3' of the present accomlnodation and are 
asked to contribute towards the cost of the building 
in  the Oame proportions as  we contribute to thai. 
Bureaux. What  I an1 stressing is tha t  every iio-%% 
and then we are asked fo r  contributions to these var- 
ious iilctitutions atid every other sort of thin: a1111 
it seems to me tha t  whatever comes up, that the BC- 
bados Goveriimei1t is the first to agree to contribute- 
to it. 1 hope that  me will get some benefit from thi- 
cause. I n  the meantime, I will look u p  the Annuai 
Estimates aiid tell you the amount which is voted 
1lnder the I-Iead, Subsidies and  Grants. 

Mr. 'CVILLIADIS : Sir, when this House was 
dealing \\rith this EIead, Subsidies and Grants ill the 
Annual Estimates, 1 pointed out tha t  i t  was taking 
.p a great deal of our revenue. I am one of thosc. 
people who feel that  Ba$bado-, in its slnall position 
callllot afford to  (.ontribute to every internatiolzql 
organization that  is started. We may be anlbitious hrtt 
; a ~ ~ b i t i o ~ i  ~ l lus t  be limited to commonsense and l i i  

li,ppillg IT.ith 0111- rPT.elllle. ~f I may be allolved 
:,l1 illstance, I all1 very Tu-onied o w r  ollr kubsidy 

t, the ~ - ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ i t ~  college of the w e s t  ~ ~ ~ ~ l i ~ ~  lvhic+l 
,,,l,,t nec,e.yarily he ollr acqjllnct to nwtioll. 
I , , , ~ ~ ] .  ,Then that illstitntion was first ol,r 
~Ontrib,l~ioll slllall blrt recent illcreasf., 
p u t  our contribution to a veq7 bin fig~irtx. 
Elarlier this lTear me lllade contribution to 
caribhean F;,.. ~ ~ ~ ~ t i t ~ t ~  and to some ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ t i ~ , , ~ !  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t i ~ ~ ~  at seawell. 1 fee, it is time tllClt 
shollld be watched brrPn.e 

~\rith our limited revenue me have a number of thillgc 
'Y 

to be done and lvhell these international bodies g?, 
in touch with our Secretariat, the officers of that 
Departmellt should be bold enough t o  decline joilling 
ill th(+c ~;c.hcmcs 40 as to avoid this illcreasillg expel,- 
diture. Barbados cannot afford to  join every inter- 
national organisation. It is  not a country like Egypt,  
India  o r  Pakistan. 

Mr. ALTJDER: I think this Governnieat should 
hake a leaf out off the book of the Government 
British Guiana in  thi5 respect. I notice a lot of inter- 
llational bodies t o  ~vhich we contribute, that  British 
Guiaaa tells them that  it is not  interested and if 
that country is forced to contribute, it contributes a 
negligible amount. Schemes like this which this GcTr- ?- 
Crilnleiit is subsidizing should be subsidised by th2 
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s u g a r  producers Federation because the ml t i re  
behind all  ventures of this sort is to help facllitatt: 
the Sugar  Industry. Since the Sugar Producers 
Associat~on of this Island has bbeell an~algamat:~d 
with the sugar  I'roducers F'ecleratloll 01 the 
West Indies and have recently even gone l u r t h ~ ~  
afield and have merged tliemselveb n l t h  a n  lilter 
national body, I a m  sure that  tile Iacilltles and 
the technical advice which the asaociatlon not\ 
gets fo r  nothing froill the Barbados bo\erlLl~~ent cm, 
help the others. 'llhey therefore sho~~ic l  cic~lcit: to pa) 
for  some of these tnings whlch t h ~ s  Governnlent is 
called on to  pay. certainly this &Iycological Institute 
is of no  particular i n t e r e ~ t  to the colony. 

Instead of contributmg to these organisatittloiis 
here and there, 'I would contribute--say io r  agrlcul- 
tural  purposes-to the  Peasants' Loan Bank so that 
Peasants could get the benefits of tile llloney that  it 
subscribed to that Bank. That mO1zey be spent 
i n  employing another agricultural inspector to advlsa 
and encourage peasants to  till ercry squa1.e foot 13% 
sible of their land and i n  certain cases, where nece>,- 
sarY, recommend certain peasant& to the 
fo r  assistance. I've should strive to grow iiiore food 
111 this island. Fonie poor peasants who own a quarter 
or half acre of land find i t  difficult to till their plot 
zlthongh they are  wllling to do so, but they have ncx 
the initial amount to  s tar t  cultivation. If thrs 
(4overiiment supply a few more agricultural 
inspectors, these inspectors would be able to urge 
these peasants to  till their land, and would be in  a 
position to offer them advice and  to  recommend i o  
Government those who need some assistan~e. Of 
course it may be said that  the Peasants' Loan Bank 
iielps in  this respect, b u t  although we have extended 
the scope of this Bank recently, there is still somid 
difficulty fo r  sonie pea ants to obtain a loan and some 
of them do not think about it a t  all. I would 1222 
to see it made so simple tha t  every peasant could 
obtain a loan so that  every bit of agricultural land 
in  the island could be tilled. 

I Certainly, this contri'bution to the Cornmon- 
wealth Agricnltural Bureaux is necesary, b u t  cer- 
tainly the Sugar  Producers Federation should be 
making i t  available. S i r  we have to overhaul 0~1,. 

expenditure in  matters like this and get down to 
brass tacks. Let ns face fact-. The honourable jua- 
ior member for  St.  Lucy said so and I say so too. The 
future look? gloomy and we shofild plan so tha t  ~r.t* 
can meet i t  successfully. All these little bodies that  
we are serving here and there, other gorernments a1-e 
trying to r id  themsel~re from serving. 1 feel that 
this Government should refuse to eonqider sollle of 
these little usele-s bodies like this with ~vhicll lye ar,  
confronted i n  this resolution. 

RIr. L E W I S  : Mr. Chairmall, a s  [ 

bare looked u p  the amount rated ilnder the Hea(1, 
Subsiclies and Grants, for the c ~ ~ r r e n t  financial :-eRr 

> and the amount voted under i t  is $378.266- Tvhich is 
' an increase of almost $51.000 over the previous year. 

Not only that, but jve are contri'buting $2,4010 al. 
readv to the Commonwealth Acricultural Bureaux 
this ;ear. the honollrahle .er,ior member for S+ 
~~h~ thinks that this i., a little TThicl, thi. 
Government is con t r ibu t i i i~  to he is ~ i ~ r o n g .  

A ~ D E R :  chairman, in answer to thp 
remark3 of the honollrable junior member for t;!c 
Citv. 1 will just make this point. I think this is a 
watter which me can h d n  the Government hl- our 
vote. W h a t  1 mean is that members of the Goverq- 
m a t  might not bp wishful of grantillLI some of 
these contributions. hu t  might be reluctant to sav 
FO. Tf lT7e take o ~ ~ r  bllsinf.ss seriourlv TT-Q call hell, 

- C;lovernment bv not voting for  some of these thin;: 
%,hieh .\ve thing are  unnecessary. Tf the Governme~t  

feels itself obligated to bringing down these subsidic:. 
and grants, we can h21p by to support 
everything. Mr. Chairimn, I am going to a.I; 
~oIlourable members to make up their on this 
~upplemeiitary vote of $672 to the Comnlollwealth 
_~grlcLlltnral Bureaux alld see l+-l-hether harm 
would be dolle to tklis colony if we refuse to grant 
lt. If  they arrive at this conclusion, which is my 
opinion, I am asking them not to vote for it. I now 
formally move that this item be deleted. 

Mr. L E W I S :  Mr. Chairinan, in  spite of what 
1 have said I am appealing to the honourable senior 
l13ember for St.  John and other hollourable 
~ v h o  Illay rlew the matter i n  the same llght a;.; he to sz: 
t l ,a t  this .gs72 is lzceded for expenditure 
provide for  a llew building for the ?lZycological rn- 
stitute in Trinidad. rf this $672 which tills island 
j, called on to colltribute \\-ill help to erect a lzc,J 
buildmg, let us hope tha t  will get, somethillg out 

it to justify the $2,4,00 that we colLtribute evevv 
year towards the Commonwealth Agricultural Burea::. 
 hi^ $672 nill not be recnrrent; it is for capital 
expenditure; therefore, sillce it is for that purpose, 
I am prepared to vote for it. 1 however hope that 
honollrable of the Governmellt JT-ill lier,l, 
their eyes open on these kind of things ,and dissent 
to  some which they think this island will llot stand 
to bellefit from. 

llr. 3 I A P P :  Mr. Chairman, I think irly COL 

league is taking too many things for granted and 
would help this Colnlnittee if he gave more inform- 
ation than is stated in tile notes. I lVould like 
l,iln to tell this Committee: (1) If Government is 
satisfied tha t  this Rfycological 'Institute is of beiiclit 
to  Blarbados; and (3 )  if he is satisfied on the bash 

this contribution is Feing made. 
Dr.  CUJIXINS:  \iTell Sir, 1 have been asked 

if Govenlment is tha t  a n  institute of th,s 
sort Ro~l ld  be of use to  Barbados a n d  I call only sav 
that Barbados is a n  agricultural colnmullity i t  hlay- 
ing ollly sugar ancl a few potatoes, yams and eddoes. 
Therefore, I feel tha t  anything ~vhich will 6.0 to t D r  
improvement of agriculture and to the developnlenr 
of the crops \\ould be of benefit to Barbados. T 
heard the colony of British Guiana was lllention@d 
by one or two honourable members i n  coillparison 
with the attitude of this colony towards c o l i t r i b u t i ~ l ~  
to things of this sor t  but  I will tell thein tha t  
British Guialia has its diamonds, gold, bauxite and  
other things aiid even a continental destiliy but 
Barbados has no such minerals nor a continental 
tlcstin;\.--it has only sugar. Therefore if British 
Cluiana can afford not to contrihate to tlziligs of this 
cort, i t  must be remembered tha t  ~ r i t i s h  Guiana has 
something else on which to  fialll back. I feel Bar- 
Fadoi qhould support this Common~~ea l th  AYgricul 
tural Bureaux. As has been said by the hononrabl,: 
jllnlor member for the City this supplemelltary vote 
of $672 is for Capital expenditure alld is based On 
the proportion which this colony is called on t-3 
contribute along with other colollies within the 
tureaux. According to a note which I hare  here th+' 
Bahamas, Barbados, Bermuda, British Guialla, Brit- 
ish I-Ionduras, Gold Coast, Jamaica, IZeiiya. Siervfi 
lieone, Trinidad and  the Windward Islands were 
circularised on this matter. The capital cost of the 
;\fycologica4 Insti tute is estimated a t  $50,400 and  
Barbados is On to submribe $672' 

Mr. L E W I S  : Mr. Chairman, the coiitributioq 
1s on the same basis as the annual contribution which 
we are  making to the  Colnmonwealth Agricultural 
Bureaux. The contribution which me are now called 
on to  contribute is  towards a building which is t o  
be built i n  the West Indies and  for  that  reason also, 
I am urilling to vote for  the amount. The ollly thing 
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about this mat ,kr  is tha t  i t  is not a case that the 
Mycological Insti tute has not a building for t h i ~  
this purpose. According to the note, this Bureaux 
Rleview Comference i n  1950 recoinmende(1 the pro- 
vision of this new building o\\ing to the lnadequac> 
of the present accomniodation. l have seen th i~ ,  
place and i t  has a lot of roonl to all appelaranoes 
But  of course, I ain not a tecihiiical illail I c10 1101 
know if i t  is a lot of rooln for that purpose. 

Sir,  while on this matter, I would *like to  draw 
to your att,ention that I notice that the Sugar In- 
dustry is  now getting the Regional Econoniic Col11 
inittee to choose delegates to send to the forthcoming 
Commonwealth Conference about sugar and tht 
Sugar Producers i2mociation will not be co~ltribntiag 
anything directly to that  conference. Therefore 
there is  something i n  what the hononrable senior 
member for St,. John said a few minutes 'ago when 
discussing this matter. Sir, the sugar industry in 
this colony has been on a souncl footing for many 
years lion and this  colon^- is very generous to the 
industry by  allowing in  tasfree everything whic.11 
is imported for  its upkeep. This colony is even 
providing for thc rehabilitation of factories which 
are going out of prodnctioil. Now that the Corn 
lnoiiwealth is holtling a Sugar Conferellce it i i  the 
Regional Ecoiiornic Committee ~rhicah is choosing the 
delegates and not the West Indies Sugar Produceri 
,lssociation. I suppoqc that i t  nil1 be clai~lled thai 
soinethiiig will benc.fit Barbados as a result of this 
Conference. 

The claestioil that Hclatl XXI'IT, Subsidies ancl 
Grants, stand part  was then put  ancl resclved in  the 
affirmative withont divieion. 

Head XXIX,  i\Iiscellaneons Service&, \was called. 
Dr .  CVVMINS: I beg to move that Head 

X X I X ,  Miscellaneous Services, stand part .  
Mr. COX: I beg to secoilcl that. 
Mr. SI , IADER: Mr. Chairnian, 1 \voulcl Ilk- 

to know fro111 the Governinei~t Bench why Govern 
ment has allowed ,an asxociation which pays 15.; 

manager between $400 and $<iOO per nzonth to 
occupy offices i n  a government, buildiilg witho :t 
paying one cent. That particular association occu- 
pies valuable space at the Custonis. 1 am told that 
this association does not pay one cent for rent while 
Government pays a high r rn t  for  a property which 
it occupies a t  White Park for Old A,ge Pension 
Offices. Sir, why should not this associat.ion be asked 
to pay something for  the splece it is occupying a t  
the Custon~s? spacc a t  the Cnstonz:i is very valu- 
able. That association formerly occupied space rn 
the Central Fountlry Building which was destroyed 
by fire and silicc. tha t  fire that  office was removed to 
the Customs. 1 take it that this association is not a 
government voncern. Even althongh Governineiit  nay 
have given it some kind of sympathy during the mar 
years;  and did asslist it then with free offices, 11011 

that there is peace,-in this par t  of the world-this 
association is still prrinitted to occupy free govern- 
ment offices. Sir, I want hollourable l i lemb~rs to realise 
ancl the Governnient especially, that office space a t  
the Customs House is very valuable space and that 
this acqociatio~~ should either be asked to pap r p l ~ t  
or to get out. 

The qnestiou that Head XSIIX, &iiscellaneoi!s 
Services, stancl pa r t  was then put  and resolved in  the 
affirmative without division. 

Head XXX-I?tconle TUT n??d Death Dlrfiec 

Ttem 15 (new) Office Equipment and Furi i i t l~re  
$lOO.OO. 

1 Dr. CUMMIXS moved secondcd by Mr. Cos that 
I the Head stand part, and the ync~stion was put  and k 

agreed to withont clivision. 

Bead XXXII-Highways and Tq*clnspo?-t - 
ltein 38 (a)  (lie\\ j liepair shop tools and equip- 
~nen t .  ( b )  (new) Sorlnal running spares for 
!:eary equipment. Item 47. ITplieep of Chainb~rlain 
hnil r ictoria Bridges 

I>r. Cuaiarrxs n~oved seconclecl by Mr. Cos tha! 
1Ieacl XXXIl staiicl part. 

Mr. VATiGEI A S  : ;\h. Chairman,-[ am spealr- 
ing on Item ( a )  in  which $1,000 is being askrcl for 1 t ~ ~ o l s .  1 renleniber that early last year during coil- 
sideration of the Estiiliates I a\kecl that the Gorerii- 
lnent heelc to gct a proper supply of road repair tools 
a\ year after year seasonal ~;nielrlployrnent hecomc.s 
greater, ancl especially cluring dry  Tears. I t  i :  
absolutely iniperative that there shoulcl be a reserve 
<tack of such toqk so that workers in  the country 
districts can be employed when agricultural work "V 

beconies slack, and they find themselves workin2 
perhaps only txvo d a ~ i  In a week. If the necessity 
arises to start  an  nnemploynlent scheine for thostl 
norlnally eniployetl in the agricultural districts it 
cannot be put  into effect unlesc the tools are therc. 
One of the chief nleanr of eillploying that type of 
labour is in  roatl repair work, and there are many 
roads in  the islanct which iiectl repairing ant1 recon- 
,truction. Lac.1~ of tools i\ an effcctirc. barrier to 
an>- additional nnployrnent. 1 think that the stun 
of $1,000 which is asketl to be voted 1s too mall for 
\\-hat I envisage. I ail1 asking Governmc~iit again to 
consider seriously t h ~  parcha\ing of a ~ o o d  stock oi  
load repair tools-picalrs, Lhovcl; and such tools as 
c.a~~toileers use. 

Year after year ~easonal  unemployment ill- 
(,reace< because the necessity fo r  work i n  the labour 
illarket increase',. Indnstries are not increasing at 
any rapid rate. As a matter of fact, with so niany 
factol.ic.s going out of production there will be several 
hundreds of people who formerly would be employed 
~hroughout  the year, thrown on the labour n~arks t .  
Rnt  for  the little rain that we have just got t h e  
i tua t ion  wonld be prctty acl!tc. ( A  N E M B E R :  TIL 
n h a t  wa>-?) A Goveriiinc~iit Metliber ask4 in what 
way Cannot h(> in his position envisage i t ?  I s  1 1 ~ ~  
>lot convinced daily about the laclr of employment? 
111 all the agricnlt~u.al districts as soon as the crop 
ic over Ton hear serious c*oi.iplaints abo l~ t  the lacli 
of employment. It i4 :I rca~ldal  to hear a, membcr 
of the Governmei~t ask in what way the situation, 
u-onlcl he acute, ancl talk about tulemployables. Ten 
J ear5 ago he would not have made snc.h remarks. The 
o111y nileinployablt~\ arc i l l  gaol. 01. perhaps on the 
Escc~itive. Ilowever, I an1 warning t,he Gover~untwt 
to 1 ) 1 ~ ~ 1 ~ a ~  W that when the sitnation becomes ac2ntr 
111c~y will not be found ~van t in r .  Tt is  better to give 
pt~oplc c~iuploynient than to give thclrn a subsistril~:c 
dole. > 

I reinen~ber \wing in the Five Year Plan that, 
t spc11dit7~w of ilearlp a million dollars on roads was 
rrcoinmenclrcl by the Director of Highways and  Trans- 
port, and Govcr~lnicilt, mistakenly in my viev,, 
reduced that propowd espenditurc~ considerably. 1 
repeat, M r  Chairman. that it is necc2ssary to keel) 
in reserrr a good stock of road repair toolh in  order 
to provicle work for people when the crop seaso?) 
I< over. and especially ~rhe l i  drought lllalies t l ~  
pocitioil more clifficwlt. 

JIr .  ERYAK' : Mr. C'hai rma11,-The n ~ t e  saps 
that when thp Estinlates for 1953-54 were hein: 
prepared it was the i i l t n ~ t i o ~ ~  to remove these itenlr 
froin the Son-Recurrent Ttem KO. 49 and illcluclr 
then1 under (b )  Other Cliarges ( i i )  Operatioll and 



J I a i n t r ~ ~ a n c ~ c  of I'lant zncl ;\lwchinc.r)- as Recnrrc~nt 
Exponcliture. Although they nerc. omittecl fro111 the 
Kon-Recurrent Itell1 So .  49 their inclusion under 
recurrent expenditnre was inacl~er t rnt ly  omitted and 
supp1ementai-y p ro~is ion  of $4,000 is therefore 
required for the purpose. 

I n  Appendix 7 of the Estiiiiates reference is 
lnacle to the  type of tool-one D.2 Johiison Pilv 1 ) r i ~ -  
i ~ t q  Cnit,  oilr battery charger etc.. but there is no 
reference made to the type of tool to which the lion- 
ourable junior n ~ e ~ n b e r  for St. John ha6 refri-red, 
tools which would be used in  the repair of tenantry 
roads. I ail1 wonclering if r ight now there is not a 
shortage of tha t  type of tool. 

Mr. CIIA4R4MAS : I a111 appealing to nienlbn*~ 
at the lower end of the table to lierp quiet. 

Mr. ERYAK : As I was saying 1 all1 ~vondering 
if there is not a shortage of the typr  of tool referred 
to by the honourable junior menlher for St. John. 
The tenantry road programme has been enterecl upon 
in  St. Michael. Quite recently I visited the Eagle Hall 

% 

area and found .a very small gang employecl there. 1 
n~acle enqniries and fotuld out that the gang was 
small because of a shortage of tools. 

Everyone will agree that the road rc~pair pro- 
gralnme is a n  important item, and that it cannot be 
cfficiently carried out with a shortage of tools. lfTe 
have to look a t  it not only from the point of view of 
the benefits to be derived by the people. hut as thc 
honourable junior meinber for  St.  John has rightly 
sztid. it would be by may of assistanve in  relic>viny 
nnemploy~nent particularly in  the  period after the 
crop. I an1 going to appeal to my c.olleagne, the hon- 
ourable senior ninuber for  St.  Michaei, to fiiitl out if 
there L9 a shortage of that  type of tool and if there 
is, to see if some impi-ovelneiit cannot be brought about 
by i i~por ta t ion  o r  otherwise so that  we can facilitate 
the drive xve are making with our road prcgramnle. 

JIr .  CRAWF0R.D : Mr. Chairinan,-I would like 
to c.ominent on Ltem 47-repairs to the Chan~be~la in  

. i and  Yictoria Bridges. The note says that the amount 
nf $5.000 provicled in  the Cnrrent Estimates has been 
f o ~ m i l  insufficient to cover the repairs and mainte- 
nancc which arc required for the Chainbcrlain 
R r l d p  alonc. S n p p l r ~ n l e ~ ~ t a r y  prorision of $1,000 is 
rcqnirec!." I thinl;, sir, that tlir time has collie for 
the (:ovrnnit'nt to il~~pleineilt tlie proposal of cou- 
strnc.tinrz. a thircl bridge to span the Constitution 
R i r r r  a t  a point somc~vhere between Fairchild Street. 
River Road znd C'onstitntion. in orcler to divert soiur 
of the hcav-  traffic froin the two existing bridges. AS 
a nidtter of fac t .  .ir, certain people n h o  like )-our- 
s~!f hare to n\e thr  Victoria Bridge are (?nsitlerably 
incon ralienc*c~rl by the delay anc! the congestion of 
traffic that has to cro.;. the Victoria Briclgc~ alone 
\X7ith the increase of ~clhicnl i~r  traffic. in the c o l o a ~  
the Tietorin Bridge is in itself incapable of lia~idlin:! 

, :l10 J ~ O T V  of traKc. a t  a reasonable rate which i i  tli 
verted to it whrn the C'han~berlain Bridge is s\l-~ing 
BIor~o-,-cr (Jvc.~l 1,eclc~triwn traffic is often Inore tlia~: 
t h p ~ e  txvo bridgf>s can cope with uatisfactori1)-. 

To i inple~ne~i t  t h ~  proposal to which 1 h a w  ref- 
erred woultl c10 no harm. On the contrary it m-ould 
qave a lot of extra bnrdrn ~vhich these two bridges 
itre now called on to bear. If we are now s p e i ~ d i ~ ~ p  
$6,000 a year to maintain and repair the two exist. 
ing bridges i t  can be readily seen how heavy is tht 
traffic which iil~lst pass over these two bridges. 11 a m  
sure that thew two bridges. as originally constructed 
wpre not meant to bear anything like one half of the 
amount of traffic which they now bear ereryday. Xc 
one c-onld have enviqagrd then that pedestrian anc , vehicular traffic woultl h a w  increase~d to the extenl 
that  i t  has within the last 15 or 211 years. So I t11inE 

that  both in  the interc~st of prolonging the life of 
th( he two bridges, and facilitating the public we 
should seriously consider the spanning of allother 
b~*;dg:.c. :it a point higher up. 

Someone has mentioned that  we might uitilise the 
old rall~vay yard. As f a r  as that is concerned I am 
of tlie opinion that i t  is almost a criminal waste of 
T-aluable land to use it for the purpose for  which it 
i\ n o ~ v  used, just crushing stone etc. However, sir. if 
yon go on using the two existing bridges alone for 
bzaring all the heavy traffic that they now 11a1.e to 
hear you can ,+xpect something serious to happen 
woner or later, or to pay the  cost of constructing one 
of them i n  its entirety. 

Mr. \fTILLIAiVIS : Mr. C'hitirma11,-L think that 
the point which the honourable senior men~ber  for 
St.  Philip has mentioned is a good one. A s  fa r  a s  the 
old railway yard  is concerned, maybe the Govern- 
ment might consider put t ing governm~nt  buildings 
there. I think, too, that  the railway yard  would be an  
ideal spot for  a bus terminal. The traffic position in  
the City has become very acute, and  I think i t  ~vould 
he worthwhile going into thc snggestion that has been 
made. 

Mr. COX: Mr. Chairman,-There are one or two 
points to which I would like to reply. The first is the 
one made. by  the honourable junior nieinber for St. 
.John. IIe spoke about shortage of tools a t  the Iligh- 
ways ant1 Transport Department a n d  he admonished 
the Government to purchase more tools for  the pur- 
pose of carrying out road reconstruction. 32y view 
is that he has placed the cart  before the horse. 1Ie 
will remember that i n  the  last Estimates, where ten- 
antry  roacls are concerned, we voted $128,000. I t  was 
111ade clear a t  the time that  the Government could 
not afford any  iiiore for  that  purpose. According to 
the F i r e  Year P lan  it is proposed tha t  expenditure 
should .be over a period of five years. I think 1 am 
correct i n  saying tha t  the amount for tenantry roads 
ovrr the five yeas period, or inay be a pcriod of four 
years is son~cthing like $180,000. I t  is not good enough 
to say that we must have Inore tools when i n  the first 
place the money is not there for  the employment of 
the n~unber  which the honourable inember envis- 
ages. I am confident, Mr. Chairman, that  the new 
I)il.c.ctor of Highways and Transport is doing a good 
j o l ~  indeed, and I am sure that every member of this 
IIo11st1 who has had contact with him will agree wit? 
llle that  he is a ve r r  effivient man, and  we can reason- 
ably assume tha t  if he had wanted a greater supply 3f 
tools he ~voulcl have submitted a request to Govern- 
inent for  them. 1 am also sure tha t  the Government 
~vonlcl have favourable consideration to his re- 
clnrst. 

,\S f a r  as T can see, sir, this Department h a d  a 
s n r p h ~ r  of tools. As f a r  as T have been able to gather 
Ihcre are tools lying around :tbsolutely i~srleus. The 
forn1c.r (lire('tor just or(lercc1 and ordered. There was 
a wasting of inonep in  that  clirrction. Wi th  the amount 
of money allottccl to the department to  be spent over 
the financial year, the present Director feels tha t  b y  
the end of this ?-car that money will be exhausted. 
Thc~rcfore, the question of petting more tools i n  order 
to employ more people does not bear rclatioii to the  
progranline of work which has been agreed to by this  
Housc~ in the Estimates for 1953-54. To einploy a 
grcater nmnber of people for  a qhorter period would 
not in  anyway help 11s. 

1 have not heard a s  inv colleague has said just 
now that the reason \\.h\- a larger number of persons 

1 ha\ not bcen einployed is becanse there is a shortage 
of tools. Tf that is so. T have an  appointinent with ' the Director to-n1orro~1- ancl I will clnestion 11im on 
the l3oi11t. 13i1t T am not eonvincrcl that it is so. 
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What  I al.) convinced of is that the atnoniit allocatecl, 
with the ,)resent staff, will be all exllauatecl by the 
end of thc >-ear. Therefore, as f a r  as I call see, i t  w o u l ~ ~  
be uvneerssar~-. a11d ill my opiilioll Lulnise to pur- 
chase a g1 ,.ater llullibcr of tools f o r  t l ~ ~ n i  to be thr,)nn 
onp hid? for allother six moathh or a !-ray or SO, there 
being no ~icrcl for them. 

The l~oncrul*able senior n i c m b ~ r  for St.  I>liilip 
n~aci? a. l~cli~lt  abol~t  a better usc of tll land in  the 
area of tl~c, old ~ . a i l ~ ~ - a y  I ~vol~l t l  like to tell 
him that \ \ P  all klgrce that that land lias betan ~va i ted  
for  a loi~g tinlc.. illid there again the blame can be 
attacll~tl  to  the la\t holder of the offjcc. of I)irector 
of i3igll\\,l\ri ancl Transport. Sillce tilt> ne\\- Di- 
rcctor has ceonlr lrle has reconlnlendecl that that arrB.t 
be derploprt[ be used f o r  siting of rarious go':- 
ern111e11t officrs ior \Yhich ~ v c  llow pay rent. I tllilik 
that the l)irec,tor has the plan macte ancl perhaps 
i t  is alrrad>- s,lbmitted, so that i t   ill soon be beforcs 
the Uovc~l.ntneiit. Therefore I 15-ant to assure the 
honourahlc n~culber tha t  the Goveriinlent i q  in  agree- 
ment ~1-ith the suggestion. 

I do not know if there is anything more on which 
I should rrpl).. Iloiiourable members l i l ~ o ~ ~  that until 
quite rt~eiwtly the Chamberlain and Victoria Bridges 
were nnclt>r the Read of Public TTTorks. I t  is only 
for  this financial year that i t  has been decided to 
transf(,r them to the Department of IIighn-ays and 
Transj3o1.t 

Mr. I\'LIJIJTAJTS: Before the question is put,  
sir, I want to say that while one has got to admire 
the of thr  new Director, I do not think that 

Mr. L E W I S :  Nr .  Chairman,-I ~vould like to h 
make a few remarks relative to the two bridges. Hon- 
ourable members will remember tha t  the sidewalks 
of the Victoria Bridge were not well finished before 
 the^ had to be repaired, and the bridge on the west 
side had to be repaired almost as soon as the other 
one was conlpleted. I am not blaming anyone. Do 
not get the idea that I am criticising any particu- 
iar  person. I am criticising the way in  which the 
bridges were repaired. I do not know who did them, 
ancl 1 do not care. I f  the honourable secior ;nc~nl)er 
for St.  1Iichael has sonic pets I  ant to tell him to be 
careful. If >-on employ people to clo a job it i s  foolish 
to tell them 1 . o ~ ~  n-oncierful they are because they 
do it 7~~11 .  The Director is getting a good salary 
and he should do a good job. IIe is getting a lot of 
people to help hirn. As a matter of fact some of the 
repairs were not done by the Departnlellt a t  all. 1 
hope that honourable lllenlbers know that. I said I 
do not care who did them. Y 

I have suggested in  this House years ago tha t  
there is a method by which you can p u t  asphalt 
coating on the greenheart that you put  on the 
Chamberlain Bridge. I have seen that done myself. 
I have told memb?rs of the Government so and I 
wonder if they ever investigated i t  or pawed 011 the 

I information. The Chamberlain Bridge, I nncicrscancl, 
cannot take anything very heavy. There is a inethod 
by ~i-bich you can treat wood so that i t  looks like 
macadamised road. I t  is carelessness. Every year 
J-ou have to spend money to repair that bridge, and 

l there are people making money out of it. I t  is not 
any  Government Servant would appreciate working 
i n  an o%iap anc1 having vehicles being brake tested 
i n  the yard below. I do not think they will ap- 
preciate it even if yo11 use the modern standing test 
machine. 

~ 1 ~ .  J ~ A ~ J G I J A N :  ~h~~~ are a few points to 
which J Tvould like to reply. ~h~ honourable senior 
member for St. Micbael, replying to me, made some 
startling rrrmarks. I hear mme member on my right 

so,tfo I ,occ ueat him but as I do not prac- 
tice c;lilnif,i~li\m T ~v i l l  not atteiilpt it, and i1i any 
case son~t. meals are very indigestible. (Lauqhter).  
~h~ honr,ll:.ablp senior member for ~ t .  Mirhael asked 
where is ttlc, lnoneS to come from, all that me 
have been cloinz this session is sanctioning lPgisla- 
tion for  t h ~  collection of more money. 

BSr. ('OX : 011 a point of orcler. 31r. Chairman 
I nhlrc(l where was the money to come from. 

done by the department. There are people who vir- 
tually have a contract for repairing i t  and supply- 
ing the wood. It is time that the Government looked 
into the matter. These people p ~ ~ t  down the mood 
and repair the bridge and before very long they 
have to come back and repair i t  again. I t  can be 
done in such a way that  you do not get the water 
seeping through it. The way i t  is done now looks 
"S if the water runs off; but what happens is that 
it r u n s d o m  bet~veen the holes a n d  rots the 

"r 

\Ire h a ~ e  several Barbadians IT-orliing i n  Curacao. 
dsk  them what the pontoon bridge down there :S 

like. Ancl i t  takes traffic hearier than  you ever get 
j11 Barbados. What  happens here is tha t  inferior 
material is p u t  into the bridge. 

Mr. Chairnlan there is  airother point that  I wai1C 
tc: coinmrnt 011. I do not like the idea of these tools 

I said xvr-c had agreed in the ~i~~ plan to  
the amount of lllolley to spend on roadcj 
over the or four-year period, and we 
in this T .par~s  ~~~i~~~~~ the amount to be spent for 
this financial year, The honourable member 
to be spc:xlritsg fro?.: his imagination. 

Mr. VAlT(:lIf1N: The honourable member saicl 
that  thr  money u a s  not there. What have we been 
imposiiic- i o  11111cli taxation f o r ?  B u t  the most 
startling remark which he made. and the one on 
which 1 wa.; arlviqcd to "eat him up" was that if the 

bccaoinii~p rccnrreiit expenditure. I f  honourable iiiem- 
hers will look a t  the n~ppleinentary estimates fo r  
these tools +hey -civill see that a colossal amount is 
vc'tecl for them. Every - e a r  you have about two 
s~~pplementa ry  estinzatcs ~ u l d e r  this Head. If you 
buy a tool to repair n?aehiiierr I do not see why you 
:I;oulcl regard i t  as recurrent expenditure. If you 
follolv the. practice of regarclillg tools as recllrrel,! - i 
cs17ellditnre you will fill,j that as soon as they y 
l lsed once they lTill be I sillcerely hope that a 
(+lleck is liept these tools. I llope too that th* 
)-!ol1onrable sellior nlcmber for s t .  ~ i ~ h ~ ~ l  is right 

D~irector 1rranted Inore money he would have asked I m,j that there is a change of heart in this depart- 
fo r  it. Who jq controlling policy in  this country, the  lent. I tIlat there is a big spraying 
GoverlniWr*t or the officials? Doeq the Director ad I machine that was bought and never a 
vise the Govt~rnmen+ on their employment policy? achillP for spraying colas on the road. It is a serious 
i s  too ridicnlonq coming from members who h o w  
t o  achieve ministerial status i n  a short time. 

I ani  clad to hear, &fr. Chairman, that tools arc 
idling. But  what 1 am advocating is the putting 
of these presently idle tools in  the hands of present- 
ly idle men. Tf the Governnient does that  they would 
be carrying out a very useful policy for  the coun- 
try. 

matter. The n~onlent 11.e transfer tools from non- 
rccnrrent and place them under recurrent it will 
n ~ e a n  that  the tools will disappear. It seems to me 
that 1%-e are  encouraging slackness. I hope that I am 
r~~istaken. 

Mr. COX: 11 would just like to inform the hen- 
ourable junior member for St. hucy that all brake * 
tests are now made a t  the Pine. None is made in 
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the yard of the Department of Highways and Trans- 
port a t  all. 

Question that Head S X X I l  stand part was put 
and agreed to without division. 

HEAD XXXIII-AIRPORT-Item 30. (New) 
~ieronautical Telecommunications Equipment $1,72S. 

Dr. CUM~#ILYS mored seconded by Mr. Cox that 
head  XXXII I  stand part. 

hfr. BARROJT: Mr. Chairman,-I notice that 
kite amount of $1,728 under ltem 30 is new expen- 
c!iture. But  in  the explanatory note i t  is stated that 
an  amount of $1,728 was provided in  Supplementary 
Estimates 1952-53 KO. 28 for the purchase from the 
Air  Ministry of certain equipjment for use at  Sea- 
well Airport. As the Crown Agents accounts weFe 
llot received before the end of the last financial year. 
this amount could not be brought to account and 
therefore lapsed. A revote is now requested. 

There are two things that I would like to lmo~?~. 
The first js whether the equipment which has been 
c.rdered has arrived, or whether it has been ordered 
a t  all. A very interesting situation will arise if the 
equipment has not been ordered because we may well 
find that a few months hencc they will corrlcl back 

o another supplementary ~~s t imate  for the same 
$1,728. I also want to know whether the equipment 
is really necessary. When they talk of this aero- 
nautical telecon~n~uaications equipment i t  is all ve1-Y 
high sounding but 1 do not know exactly what they 
mean. I do not know if the terms are used to ais- 
guise the fact that soineone map want a telepholle ovpr 
a t  the manager's new house on the other side of thr  
road so as to be in contact with the control tower or 
to telephone the fire tender. What t h q  mean is 
difficult for me to understand with my limited erne- 
rlenoe of seven years, and we had all kinds of 
communication equipment and all kinds of wirdess 
cquiprnent. You might mean V.H.F. equipment 
which is already instcalled in the tower at Seanrell for 
contact between Barbados and ally aircraft that may 

.I happen to be flying. On the other hand, W. T. Corn- 
nlunication-wireless telegraphy-is done by Inter- 
national Air Radio Ltd. and is not under the aegs  
of the Controller of Aviation at Seawell a t  all. 

I would like this explanation given in the note 
to be more specific. We want t o  k110~ what wt- 
spendillg money on. We ollly have one aircraft 
--JIiss Rim-and that does not belol~g to ~ ~ v e ~ n -  
ment. 1 do not k n o l ~  what new telec~mmunica~tion 
equipment means. Tt could cover a multitude of 
sins. We would like some explanation as to what 
amount is far, whether i t  has been ordered and a t  
xhose request. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chai~nia11,-I have no teeh- 
niead knowledge of telecommunications; but I hav;. 
had sufficient experiei~ce in this House, particularly 
PS regards Seawell Airport, to tell the honourable 
member that since this an10~1lt in this item is not a 
million clollar.: he ~hollld vote for it quickly or it 
nlay reach that amount. . I f  you add up the amount 
for lighting the airport and the buying of equipment 
that has not been used and now telecommunications 
-1 thought we had all the c0111~1~11iC~ti011~ that mrer:. 
necessary np there-l  ill tell the honourable mem- 
ber to pnt his mind at, resit that if tomorrow they can 
find other words to put on him they will be coming 
back for twice the amount, and i t  will be voted too. 

I would not like to say, sir, that there is a racket 
up there. But  ~ 5 t h  all the money for digging up the 
cable wires, the lighting of the airport and all the 
other things, there is only one thing that  I can say: 
They light the airport; but they cannot enlighten 
the members of this House. 

Mr. COX: nlr. Chairman,--T presume that the 
honourable senior member for S t .  George will un- 
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derstand the list of items which I will read out. A 
claim of $1,728 was received from the Air Ministry 
in  respect of the following:- 

One G. 12 Transmitter. 
One T .l403 Transmitter. 
Two d. R .  88 Receivers for aviation. 
One A.V.  T .  22 "B Modulator. 
One Collins Transmitter. 
Of these items, Noa. 1 and 2 were used oy the 

Director General of Aero-nautical Tclecon~inunica- 
tions to construct a radio beacon a t  Seawell; but 
the result was unsatisfactory, and a new beacon was 
installed by Iilternat~onal Air Radio Ltd.  and the 
original one kept as a sltaadby. ltem 3 is included 
in the list of the i t e m  owned by the Government 
ancl used by International Air Eadio Ltd.at  Sea- 
1 ~ 1 1 .  Kos. 4 and 5 are in such a bad condition that: 
they never left the Customs shed. 

I may remind tb-e Committee that this Resoation 
has already been passed by the House and i t  is now 
merely the question of a revote because the a~aount  
lapsed. 

Mr. BARROW: I arn glad of the very frank 
and shocliing disclosures made by the Honourable, 
Senior Member for Bt. Michael. I am not concerned 
with whether this is to be revoted or devoted, or 
anything else. 1 do not know if the explanation now 
given by the honourable member was given to the 
House before. I am sure that if that explanation 
was given honourable members would have asked a 
fetl- more questions about the matter. The honour- 
able member has read out a list about transmitters, 
modulators and that kind of thing. The only kind 
of equipment they need is V. H. F. equipment in 
tile tower which, to the best of my knowledge is 
adequate for the job which it is supposed to do. 

I cannot remember ali the figures on the list 
which the honourable member read out. Bu t  as f a r  
as Item No 1 is concerned I understand that the 
Director General of Aero-nautical Telecommunica- 
tions constructed a beacon which was defective. What 
beacon do they mean, and what has that to do with 
telecomn~unications? Then apparently although ?he 
beacon is defective it will be kept for use as a standby. 
The next thing is that items 4 and 5 are in a 
bad condition that they have never left the Cus- 
toms shed. Why not w e  the suppliers for a breach 
of contract? Then we hear that International Air 
Radio Ltd.  is using property a t  sea- 
well. How doec: that happen? International Air 
Radio have the contract to all W .  T .  md 
R. T. services throughout the Caribbean area. They 
are supposed to supply not only the operators but 
also the equipment,. matter of faet we can- 
not even question thein on anything because they 
are a completely independent organisa,tion. They 
have a monopoly for the services I have mentioned 
in the Caribbean area, and I believe they have 

into South America too. And here is an 
admimion by the Government that we are voting 
money to blly equipment for International Air Radio 
to ~h~ Honourable senior Member for St. 
Michael read out a lot of things about this and that ; 
but he is not confusillg me. 

Mr.  COX: The honourable member is always 
being unkind. R e  just cannot help being that 
way. He  himself to know what the items 

and now that have p a d  them out he says 
I ,ant to confuse him. He does i t  all the time. 

Mr. BARROW: T am not confused. I wanted 
to sep the list. Honourable members have not been 
granted the courtes>- of a detailed explanation of 
what telec.omm~~nications equipment means. When 
I asked to see the list i t  is a secret file and this and 
that and the other. The honourable member could 



accaounts v-ere l;ot I-eceived. J think that  inost 
honournblr inembers \rill share the view that  this 
dealing with the Crown Llgrnts is unnecessary 
sonieti~nes. M-r are c'reating it lot of specialised 
agencies-a TTTest Indian Traclr Conlnlissioner etc. 
I hope in caonrse of time that  it11 these Irish \Test 
1ncli:rns that  arc talking about the appointinellt of 
a Trade Cominissioner-it reniintl.: rile of n group of 
Irishmen trying to get top-ther-1 hope that  when 
the time comes and we appoint j~ Trade Cominission- 
er the stuff that  \re want will cease to come through 
the  Crown Agents so that  we  ~ v i l l  not have these 
paynlents of commissions. choking np of accounts, 
ctc.. 
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have been courteons enough to write the  narms ancl 
nulllbers of tlir trailsniitters on a scrap of paper so 
tha t  I could (.heck up. But  the things tha t  struck 
me i~lost forcdibly were tha t  Jve a re  spending nloney 
to bay eynipli~eizt for  lnternational Air Radio to use, 
and  that  \re have purchased defective equiplllent 
that  has not yet left the  Customs shed. If the Gor- 
r r l i~nen t  is bnying modulators etc. there mnst be 
something ~rr011g with the  stuff U? a t  ~~~~~~ell. What  
about the transmitter for  the beacon? I t  might be 
a \lT.T. beacon for direction finding. 1 do know. 
The only beacon T knolr about a p  there is the ollr 
that  flashes the blue and white alternating lights. 
If i t  is a radio beacon \~-hg not say it is one alld 
some thi:lg is \.\.lao~?g with it ? 1)o not coille in with 
a lot of talk of t~lec0mn1lllli~atiol1s equiplnellt. SHC~ 
do not buy e(4llipineilt for  International Air Radio 
to use. T h c ~ -  s r e  being paid to provide equipiiient 
ancl \ r e  hare  perfect eyuiplllent in the tolrer for  the 
limited purposcl of airport  control. 

The next thing I want  to kno\v is what is the 
Ilirector General of Civil Aviation got to  do with 
the matter that  he should be telling tha t  one of our 
beacons is to be usecl as  a standby. As f a r  as  I 
k n o ~ v  the gentleinan who exercises the function of 
presiding genius a t  Seawell is the Controller of Civil 
-4viatio11. S o  reconinienciation for  spending this 
money comes froin hiin or froin the Airport  Com- 
mlttee. And if this beacon that  is to be nsed as  a 
standby is a radio beacon for  direction finding what 
b on sol at ion I I - O U ~ ~  it be to  a n  aircraft in  distress 
to know that  the beacon is out of order? 
These are ra ther  shocking revelations, and 1 an? 
glad-even though I might have irriated the honour- 
able senior member f o r  St.  Michael-that I did rise 
to  my feet and dram to  the  notice of the Committee 
the  reckless way in ~ v h i c h  the taxpayers' money is 
being spent. 

Air. WILLIAMS : Mr. Chairman,-I agree with 
the honourable member tha t  it does seem tha t  we are  
allowing International Air  Radio to use equipment 
of ours. For  the  ordinary purposes of the airport  
there is equipment in  the  tonler fo r  ground to  air  
control. Long distance control is done b p  Interna- 
t ioaal Ail. Radio. From the infornlation which the 
honourable senior nlember for  St.  Rficha+l read out 
abont becons they a re  prrsunlably the  type of dire?- 
tion finding bett~oll  which gives ii particular type of 
code. T h e n  gon pick 1111 that  type of code gon can 
know your position. If the typtl of beacon nlea- 
tioned in this iteln is t l ~ i  oatb for  direction finding ire 
itre being ;;skeil to .;pent1 money unaecessari1~-. 
T A O I I ~  clistance control ec~nipnic~nt shonld be proritl- 
cd by International Air Katlio. Governinent seeins 
t o  h? asking the IIonse to vote iiioney to buy solnr- 
t:lillp for ,rho a to  it. 

As: I have said. I tlo not \rant to add fuel to the 
fire. I think that  the  c.riticisnls of the I lono~~rable  
senior nlel,lbcr fo r  st. (;eOrge have beell both lucid 
and clear. I t  has b r rn  said that this i\ a revote 
rcsnltinn frol,l the  t2iat the Cro,rll Arrmtsl 

As regards the particular item we are  discnss- 
irlg l think that  an investigation should be made so 
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as  to find ont whether \re are  spencling rnoney as  
regards 1:ltern:ttional Air Radio o r  as regards the 
control tower ilt Sca~vell. 

1 .  I T :  l mould like to  hear if what I 
said is correct. l would like to know if \Ire will have 
to pay for the defective eyuiplnent tha t  has not left 
the Cl~stoins shed. 

31r. IILI~I)EiR : Mr. Chairman,-l have no tech- 
llical kllomledge along these lines nor do I have 
access to the Government files 011 this matter.  But  
af t r r  listenillg to  the hollourable sellior for 
s t ,  George 1 tllillk tha t  \\.(, should this 
,,latter carefully. ~f his (lisclosnres are  correct- 
all(i J have no rpasoll to believe tha t  they are  not- 
hollollrwble lllembers should evince a greater inter- 
est alld guard against any further wastage of lnoney 
a t  seawell. Every now and again a large percent- 
age of' the taxpayers1 molley is spent u p  therG. 
Everv other month more money is asked for. They 
have much to cio with internationa!~, people who '+. 
are accustonlecl to handling big things. My view is 
tha t  if the honourable senior nlember for  St.  Michael 
feels as  strongly about this rnatter as  he has ex- 
pressed hiinself he should clo something to get the 
itenl postponed so that  a proper investigation can 
be carried m t ,  and carried out by someone who is 
impartial a s  f a r  as things u p  there a re  concerned. 

We cannot continue spending money like this 
just because are  a body of laymen who are  sup- 
posed to  give our blessing to any  resolution. ~~~d 
[hell the Governnlent Members always seem to  be 
only interested in  getting through their Resolutions. 
It is ,lot enough for  a Government Member to  say 
that he has the job of handling a particular measure 
in this Chanlber and he nlust therefore use all  his 
efforts to get honourable members to  support it. 
One should go into these things in detail. \FTe hear 
too many reports of robbery of governments by 
people who transact business with  governments. 

What  about this defective equipment in thr  
c~~~~~~ shed? Government has that. *he 
information which aovernment members have should 
be placed at ,.he dispWl of every ,lllember of 
House when rLesolutions come down here. It should 
,lot be that il*omation is and that, onlv 
Government Members know about it. The 
tlononrable sellior Illember for St. read 
a list of technical items which we know nothing abont. 
S o  cietailed infornuation is available to 11s. It is t ry-  
ing to Irerp 11s in  perpetual ignorance of the adminis- 
tratiol, of the (:overnmfl,lt of shodd 
knoxv cletail, abont these iteins-the first cost, ancl 
the cost after inu~rance,  freight etc., are added. 
ehoul(1 lmom why they are to be replaced. We h a w  
to ac2cept ~ v h a t  they force down our throats. Ton r !o  

not reat1 it out. 
1Ir .  STLIPP': On a point of order, Xr. Chair. 

man. to whom is the honourable member referring? j 
He p e r ~ i s t s  in  breaking the rules of the Tlouse. I-Te 
seen15 to think that he can refer to anyone as 11(# . .- 
ilkes. 

Mr. CHAIR?rTAN : The honourable senior meln. 
her fo r  St.  Thomas wol~~l(ld like to know to whom. 
you are referring. 

AIr. AUJiDER : ' ' r ~ u "  is  a tprrn in general  us^. 
1 was of course addressing the Chair. I want t,o he 
~erionr:  in this matter, Sir. I f  we make objections to 
theec tihings and still vote the money what is tht; 
use? That would be assisting i n  sending things fro-:? 
bad to  worse. !l; hope that  the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. George will lay more emphasis on his 
criticisms b p  moving that the item be postponed. IT 
can do no harm to  postpone i t  for  a couple days and 
luave i t  properly investigated, so tha t  everyone mfl? 
be satisfied as to  whether the expenditure i u  necessar- 
o r  not. 



Air. BARROW: I merely want to sax that, 1 
feel it is a profound discourtesy-it is true that  we 
do not get the ful l  notes that members of the GC\- 
ernment g e t b u t  1; feel i t  is a discourtesy on the 
par t  of members of the Civil Service to supply infor- 
mation of the kind read O L I ~  by the honourable senior 
member for  St. Michael as  a n  explrmation of the v a p  
i n  which this money to  be spent. There are difle~.ciit 
brands of transmitters-Benedix, hliarconi, Pye, c,tc 
They are manufactured with certain numbers accord- 
ing to t,he model and there is the registration nmnber. 
1 am berry that my colleague is not in  his place be- 
cause he revels in these terms which have sprung up 
in go~~ernmental  circles. lnstead of referring to then3 
by their nanlea, we refer to them by code nuinher. 
When the honourable membr read out one l' so and 
so. few knew tha t  T stands fo r  transmitter, and that 
the liunlber follou~ing after the T is not the ? I ~ I w ~  
of the B e a t  bu t  the factory patent. 130nourab1t 
members want inforlnation in  plain language. They 
do not want to hear T. Or Ear' C O 1 o ~ e  
547 linow if wmeone a 
of sand 011 this transmitter bp accident or soille thing 
like that. 

I t  is either a cliscourtesy or the peoplc who h:r;re 
to make these notes clo not understand the nlaltpr 
thelnsdves. 'Fhey m ~ ~ s t  kliow what the. are doillg. 
but they feel that  if the notea are couched in  vague 
t e r n s  there is  a betater chalice of the particular ;tell1 
being agreed to by this Chamber. E7ortun,atelY w2:en 
they say modulator I kilow what it is. But other nii In- 
be13 of the House mould like to know. IIou nluch 
does i t  cost? Five pounds or five hundred p o u ~ ~ d s  
I do consider tha t  there are certain things tha t  need 
investigating such as the defective equipment in  the 
Customs shed, and  International Air Radio being 
mixed u p  with this business. and the Director Cienrxra~ 
of Civil Aviation, two parties who have nothing to do 
with the Barbados Government. Their nanies harc been 
mentioned as  being inf+tigat#ors of par t  of this money 
vote. I am asking the iionourable member in charire 
of the Resolution to accept a iilotion for thc PO-+- 

.-l 
ponement, of this particular Head. 1 now 111o-,c> 
formally that the  Head be postponed. 

Dr. C,ITMMINS : I am surprised to hear the 
amount of argument that  has taken place on thia 
matter. On January 13  this year this Resolution 
Ibas passed by this House. The whole resolutioil, 
the addendum and everything else is tlic >;l!; e ailcl 
the same names were mentioned as have been melt- 
tioned today by the honourable senior member for 
St. Michael. I t  is nothing new. If it was a Resolu- 
tion conling her(. for the first time I would under- 
itand. It is a revote which is necessary because the 
Cro~i-11 Agents' accounts were not received by  Marc!r 
31. Rut there is no more information that we cail 
add that we did not give on the last occaqion. 

Mr, COX : M r .  Chairman,-In viwr ( b '  the- f:~ct 
that the honourable senior member for  St. (:eorpcx 

Y has requested a n  inveitigation T will promise him and 
g the committee that  I will report the matter IT-ill] 

a rie~q- to having his request carried out. As soon as 
possible I will report the result of ihc. investigation. 

Thr  question that Head XXXIIT s tand par t  \ ~ ~ ; i \  

put and agreed to without division. 
Hecd X L  - TBcrtfrworks - Item 1. C'hirf 

Eniriiieer $2,400 Item 15, Cost of T~iving Allowance 
$39.00, was called. 

Dr .  C ~ M I I I N S  moved seconded by  hfr. Cox thnl 
the Head ct,and par t .  

Mr. L E W I S  : Mr. Chairman,-l understantL 

allowance on tha t  too? I f  anyone Ggns a contract 
to conle and  ~ o r k  for a certaiil amount it does not  
sound right to me to tack on cost of liivng to thc 
contract price. After  he signed the contract he askecl 
for more lnoney and now we are paying cost of living. 
Ill 13- view cost of living is included in the contrmL 
price. 

Mr. W1 LLIALRIS : Dlr. Chairman,-When the3z 
salaries being reviewed sometilne ago the R ~ ~ ~ -  
lution clealilig with thenl was introduced brv the hen. 
ourable senior member'for st. joseph who is not m 
hi ,  place right lloIv. 1 1 ~  said that the Government 
,,.,, l,ore ,, less or had to  malce up its mind 
,vhether to pay cost of living on the increased salaries 
=d they would have to make up their mind3 on 
v,hat to 'do. ( A  MEMBER: ~ h ~ t  is not correct). 
1 remelllbrr hearing the honourable senior member 
for st. Joseph put the position that Tvay. ~h~ hen- 
ourable junior meillher for the City is correct in 
asking what is Gox~ernment's policy on the matter. 
It is not good rnonqkl to sap that tie \vyi,llgu mare a 
right; that we have done it before therefore we can 
do i t  again. 

1 all1 not siilgling out this particular officer who 
everyone kllows is dolug a fine job. The hollourable 
junior ~nenlber fo r  the City is saying or rather ask- 
ing  in a general TIT what is  the policy of the Gov- 
ernrnent as regard,  cost of living allowance on the 
salaries of people on contract. It is a point that  has 
been in  the air since the Turner  Committee reported. 
ancl the report was implelllented. Surely the GOV- 
frnmellt lnust be keeping t h  e things under review. 

I Mr. COX . A5 honourable inenlbers can see, t h ~  
is a revote, the House havillg already committed i t-  
s( lf to this amoiult for the officer in question. The 
bononrablr tJmnior Meinber for the City said that 
nhen thc Leader of this IIousc was putting through 
this resolution he luacle a stateinent about the decis- 
ion of the Government relative to  cost-of-living allow- 
ances bltt I am definite1;- certain Sir, the honourable 
member is wrong in his view becailse 1 was the mover 
c,i' the ~~rsolution ancl I ail1 dcfinit1.1~ sure tha t  the 
hononrablc ~ileli~ber was not in his p1ac.e. This is the  
positioii. M'hm the 7 leacler of the House was putting 
through the Tnrner Report and the House queried 

to the tlec.ision relativc to the cost-of-living 
a1lowanc.e~. the honol~rable Leader of the House in  
].?ply stated clllite fi.aiilrly that the Government had 
liot a t  that time talrc.11 any d(>c~ision as to whether to  
continue or cliscoi~tinue thesr cost-of-living allow- 
anc2es. That ~ v a s  a gerlcral statenicnt whiclr'was not 
applicable to any partic*l~lar officer but mras more o r  
less a $tatenlcx~~t of po1ic.p. 

MY. \ J T I I ~ I ~ I A M S  : Sir,  I dicl not think thr. h011 
onrablr ~ l l e ~ l ~ b ~ r  ~0111(1 have cluc.stioned this state- 
n:ent. I a111 ~('11 awarr. of this matter. As a i n a t t ~ r  
cif fact, I hart. a t  home oa  a file the whole debate and 
the hoilo~~rable introducer of thc resolution who was 
tile 1~e;tdel. of the IIouse niaking i~ general s t a t e m e ~ t  
on therc. (dost-of-living allowarl~(~s said that the Gov 
ernment hat1 not agreed whether i t  w o ~ ~ l d  continue or 
discontiniw the111 or what was the  future  policy to all 
cost of living, brit that cost-of-living allowances would 
be in ahepancr until the Conimissioner enquiring into 
the other grades of the Service had reported. This 
was wheil c.onsideration was given to the Turner  re- 
commendations. Certainly \\-he11 th(1 Dos Santos Re- 

( port was consid(>vcd, i t  adduced some more argu- 
rieiit on cost of living owi:1: to the hoaourable Junior 
Melnber for  the City a.cking tt(, clarify the situatl?n 

t I ~ a t  thiq Officer - the Chief Engineer of the Water- 
work? - is on contract. He  has corn: ?q con:ract 
tq ~ r o r k  for  R certain amo~uit .  He  pot an  increacc. 

i Pc, -011 mean to tell me that hc gets cost of 1iri:l;r 

on it. The poiition is that \vhen the I Io~lse  consider- 
the Tui-ner rec~oiinnenrlatiol?s the statemelit was 

clacle that cost-of-living allowances ~ r o u l d  be in  abey- 
ance nntil the Selaries (:orumissioner had I-eported. 



204 HOUSE 
- - 

Mr. L E W I S  : Sir, i t  is i n  the Estimates that 
these cost-of-living allo~vances were paid out. I an ,  
not questioning the cost-of-living policy becaus? 
I know what it is. What  really does mattei  
is tha t  of all people in  the Government thc 
Colonial Secretary and those officers who arc. 
hired on contract are  receiving this allowance. 
2 am saying that I did not l r n o ~ ~  that and there is 110 
way tha t  I could have found it out. S s  you know, 
cost-of-living allo\vances are voted to thehe depart- 
ments under a lump suiii. Sow this cas? has cropped 
up, I know that these people who are here on contract 
are being.paid more because they are also receiving 
cost-of-livlng allo~vance. I did not lino~v that t h ~ s e  
particular people were treated like the normal Qov- 
ernment servants. I dici not think so. Sow 1 know, 
it is alright. 

Mr. ALLDER : Sir, if I may be allowed to 
speak. . . 

nrr. COX : Sir,  I gave way to the hono~lrable 
.Tunior Member for the City but 1 am not giving way 
to the hononrable Senior Member for  St. John. Refer- 
ence has been made by both the honourables Junior 
Jleinber for  the City and the Jnnior Member fo r  St. 
Lucy on cost of living with regard to officers on con- 
t ract ;  therefore I feel i t  is right to draw to the atten- 
tion of this Committee tha t  so f a r  as the policy of 
Government i n  respect of cost of living is concerned, 
the matter has not yet been fully decided, conse- 
rl.~ently, i t  has to be taken for  granted that this 
allowance applies to every officer in  the Government. 
The honourable Junior  Member for  the City singleLl 
out a few officers for reference. IIe ment ion~d  the 
Comptroller of Customs, and the Ilnconle Tax Conl- 
missioner. Surely, he has for_notten that all the Illecli- 
cal Officers of the Gei i~ra l  13ospitt:l are on  cn~ltract 
11-ith this Government; so too t3e Jledical Of5cer of 
the Mental Asylam. They arc all clra~vinp cost of 
living allo~vances. I thrrefo1.n ~ c c e p t  tl-ic stnteme~it 
by the honourable Junior Member fo r  the City that 
be did not know that these officers were drawing cost 
of living allowances. I am glad to learn that he no~v  
understands the situation. 

Mr. ALLDER : Sir, when this gentleman was 
brought out here, I as a nlelnber of that Committee 
felt that he was coinilig a t  the selary of $800 per 
oioath, as the honourable Junior Menzber for  the City 
has also said. Regardless of what happened locally 
L felt that w o ~ ~ l d  be his salary uatil  111s contract had 
expired. Xo suggestion was inrde when n e  were clis- 
cuseing his appoinrnlent then of paying him on the 
R3111e basis as other Civil Servants herc 011 contract. 

( A  VOICE) : When that officer v a s  i~ppointe-l 
r o Civil Servants were on c o n t ~ a i ~ t .  

Mr. ALLDER : Sir, there was 110 suggestioll 
made of any increase in  the salary or ally concessiol~~ 
For the period fo r  which he was contractecl. What 
has happened is that the Exetutive has gone bt- 
yond their bounds a n d  extended this cost of liv- 
ing allowance and increase of salaries to people 
who are  here on contract. I do not agree with 
the honourable Senior Xiember for St. Tholnas 
nhen  he said that  because something might have 
passed this Chamber on some previous occasion that 
if the  matter happens to  come back before thlc 
Chamber, honourable members cannot take a stand 
against it. It strikes nle very forcibly that on a r r -  
commendation, i t  was agreed to increase thiq officer's 
salary to $800 a nlo~ith and i t  far ther  irritates me 
that after this handsome increase from the salary 
which he was contracted fo r  011 the first occasion that 
we are now making provision fo r  a cost of livine 
allowance on this amount. I n  my opinion, cost oi 
living allowances should not ;be paid on salaries 

ubove a certain figure. Cost of living allo~vances 
a i l o ~ ~ d  only be palcl to those peopie whose InconLe 
c,des liot a l i o ~ d  trit.111 to live reasonably well. 1 thirlix h 

1s absurcl to glve a cost-of-lnwg allona~zce to an 
orhcer ntlo is drawing $800 per month as  salary. I 
an1 going to suggest that when this officer's contrae- 
tural period is up within the next three years the 
sellerne for  whlch he IS contracted to  carry out would 
l o t  be half way because his post is too lucrative. 
This officer is a man advanced i n  years and 1 doubt 
nlzether any  government other than  the Barbado; 
Governnient nonld have offered him such a lucrative 
salary. 

( A  VOICE) : That is a joke. The question 
is that  this officer is  doing a good job. 

Mr. ALLDER:  bir, I have every reason :a 
believe that  if i t  were agreed to extend the contract 
~i this officer to a n  additional three years a t  his former 
salary a t  the time when this new contract was made 
out, he mould have accepted the contract. 

Mr. VAUGHAX: The principle of a revote -? 
really is one which honourable members should hav- 
1-0 debate upon but I an1 in  m y  right if l object ro 
this present vote because I remember quite well that 
on the day that  this matter was discussed by the House 
it was pobtponed until another day. It \\a> 
pa \~rc l  later 011 the very day it was ]~o\t-  
ponr cl a t  a time n hen those x ~ ~ h o  were opposed 
to it were abwnt  ancl because of tha t  they 
clid not vote against it. I was one of those who 
\I-ere oppos-ed to it and the first time tha t  I knew nlorc. 
a b w t  it was when I read i n  the newspapers that ~t 
\\-a.; paiied. It ,  n a s  passed by  a select few who ~vonld 
pass anything so long as  it was brollght down ;>p 
Government. 

3Ir. CIIA,III~\IIZN : I think the honoura!.lc; 
iilenlber is going too f a r  by yonr accusation. 

Air. VAUGHAN: Sir, I personally can criticis- 
this head of this resolution. I was opposed to tile 
cl-anting of this salary of $800 per  month to t h : ~  
oEcer. I cannot see ho\y a Labour Government call 
\i i th jnstifieation pay a cost of living adlowance to any 
officer of Governnlent receiving more than $400 pcl' 
month. Cost of living ~ h o u l d  not be given to a n  
officer receiving more than $4001 per  month. This is 
;t scandal. 1Io1v can Government justify this to any 
body of citizens n-horn they clail11 to represent? I t  js 

niatter of iinpossibility to do so. I do not think 
any other g o r e r n ~ ~ e n t  in  the British Einpire nonld 
have  mad^ cilc11 a ridiculous colitract. 

The clu.estioa that Head XL, Waterworks, stand 
part  vac; pu t  ancl 1.esolvecl in  the affirmative, the 
Committee dividing as fol lo\~s  :- 

d y e s  : HIS ~IOKOUR THE SPEAKER, MR. AfAPp, 
MR. \VILLIBNS, ~ I R .  BARROW, MR. TALMA, MR. ROLDE,:, 
AIR. BRYAN, DR. CUMMINS and MR. COX.-9. 

Noes : MR. LEWIS, MR. J. C. MOTTLEY, MR. 
~ A U G H A N ,  and MR. ALLDER.--4. > r' 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to move that  this reso- 
lution as amended for $24,946 do now pass. 

Mr. COX seconded the motion which was agreed 
tc. 

On nlotioil of Dr.  CUMNINS, seconded by AI:.. 
Cox, the Chairman reported and Afr. SPEAKER re- 
:>umed the Chair and reported the passing of one 
resolution i n  commitee. 

On separate  notions of Dr.  C U ~ I ~ I I N S ,  secondrd 
by Mr. Cox, the Resolutions were read a first and 
second time and agreed to. 

Dr. CTJhTMINS : Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this I-Iouse do IIOW adjourn for  three quarters 
of a n  hour. k 



Mr. Cox secoiiclecl the inotioil which was agreed 
, to and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House according- 

ly. 

On re-assembling, 

AMENDMENT FROM OTI-IER PLACE TO B I L L  
RELATING TO INCOME T A X  AGREED TO 

Dr. CUMMIXS : Mr. Speaker, There is one 
amendment from the Other Place to the Bill relating 
to Income Tax. 1 ala asking leave nucler Rule 262 
to deal with this ameiidnleizt now. 

Mr. S P E A K E R :  I have to  draw the attention ?i 
this I-Ionourable House to  the Bill intituled a n  Act to 
amend the law relating to IIncolne Tax which has beell 
sent back from the Other Place with a n  amendment 
and although a t  first sight this amendment might 
seem to be trivial, yet it falls a breach of privilege 
of this I-Iouse this being a money Bill. I may point 
out to honourable meinbers that this Bill passed this 
House on the 19th May, 1953. It did not pass the 

8 Other Place until  the 2nd J r ~ l y ,  instant. Ordinarily, 
it might have been possible for this Bill to be passed 
by the Other Place before the 1st day of June,  there- 
fore doing away with the resultant amendment. As 
I mentioned already this Bill was not passed by the 
Other place unt i l  the 2nd July,  iizstant. It is still 
my duty to bring to the Honourable House this 
breach of privilege although ;h would ask honourable 
members to waive their privilege. 

Dr.  CUMMINS : Yes Sir, I quite agree that  
this being a money Bill as w c h  could not be an~endtd  
by the Other Place. However, 1 think this EIolise 
would agree to waive its objection i n  view of the fact 
that this Bill was not passed by the Other Place until 
2nd J n l y  instant, and as a consequence could not take 
effect i n  June. Sir, this is the only amendment- 
this amendment to section 9,-which originally read 
"not later than the thirtieth day of June  one thous- 
and nine hundred and fifty three," but  which is now 
amended to read "not later than the thirty-first day 

- 1  of J u l y  one thousand nine hundred and fifty-three." 
I beg to move that  this amendment be now reztd 

9 first time. 
Mr. COX seconcled the motioc which was agresd 

to. 
On motions of DR. CUI~IIIINS, seconded by MR. 

Cox, the amendment was then a second time and 
agreed to. 

COMMITTEE RESTTJIES ON BTLL MAKING 
B E T T E R  PROVISION F O R  LOCAL 

GOVERNRIENT 

Mr. SPEAIIER : The next Order of the Day 
is to resume Conlnlittee on the Bill i ~ t i t u l e d  an  Act 
to make better provision for  Local Government in 

Z the Island. 
I - O n  the motion of DR. CUMMINS, seconded by MR. 

Cox, MR. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went 
into Committee. MR. SMITH being in  the Chair. 

Dr.  CUMMTNS: >fr. Chairman, on the last 
occasion, thelre were a few sections which were post 
poned for  further consideration; there was also a~g 
added section-Section 32-which was moved by thc 
honourable Senior member for St.  George alld 
which was eventually carried. I am going ta 
esk that  Clause 32 be deleted in  order to iiiseri 
the same clause with a n  addition a s  Clause 40. 
The reason for  this change in  order is that  this 
clause deals with the  disability of members of 
Councils fo r  vot,ing on account of interest in cor, 
tracts. On the last occasion, a sub-clause of Clause 31. 
which was snb-clause (e) was deleted. It dealt p i t h  

the disqwa#lification from office of a person who has 
any  pecuniary interest, direct q r  indirect i n  any con- 
t ract  with the  Conncil and  this Clause-Clause :32- 
was inserted at that  position. It is proposed to ru;ike 
this Clause, Clause M, because it is better situated 
there, it dealing with disability of members of Coun- 
cils f o r  voting on laccount of interest i n  contracts. 
At  this stage, l beg to move tha t  Clause 32 be deleted. 

Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. J I A P P :  IIr. Chairman, I rise on a point 01 

order. Clause 33 has alreacb been passed. How do 
we get back to it unlebh \we re-commit it? I think tue 
1)onourable nle~nber should move tha t  Clause 32 be 
re-commitied. 

Dr. CUAIDIINS: Mr. Cluairman, if I be per- 
mitted, I am asking leave to  withdraw the motion 
before the Committee i n  order to move tha t  Clause 32 
be recommitted. 

There being no objection, leave was grantecl the 
honourable member. 

Dr. CULUJIT~C'S: I beg to move that  Clause S2 
be recommitted. 

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

Dr .  CUJIAIlNS: F'or the  reasons I havz jllst 
given, I am moving tha t  Clause 32 be deleted 

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

Dr .  CUhII\/ItINS: I beg to move t h a t  C.la~~s-.; 33 
to 40 inclusive be re-nuinbered Clauses 32 to 3:). 

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

Dr. CUMAIINS: Now Sir, I beg to move that 
the follo~viiig be Clanse 40. I think honourable 1nc.m- 
bers have been supplied with copies. It deals with thc 
disability of members of C'ouncils from voting on 
account of interest i n  contracts. [It will be remenz- 
bered that  lialst, Tuesday when this Bill was under 
consideration i n  Committee, the hononrable senior 
member for  St. 'George dealt with this clause but on 
further consicleratioii by  Government, the Govern- 
ment has added one or t ~ v o  sub-cla~~ses.  

Clause 40 reads as  follows:- 
"40. (1)  I f  a member of a Conncil has any 

pecuniary interest direct o r  indirect i n  any contract 
or proposed contract o r  other matter, and  is presznt 
a t  a meeting of the local authority a t  which the (.on- 
tract, or other matter is the subject of consideration, 
ha shall a t  the meeting as soon as practicable after 
the commeizcement thereof, disclose the fact, and shall 
not take par t  i n  the consideration or discussion of, 
or vote on any  question with respect to, the contract 
or other matter : 

Provided that this sectioiz %hall not apply to an  
iizteresit in a co1ztr;lct or other matter which a 
lnemben map have as a ratepayer o r  inhabitant of 
the area, or as a n  ordiizary consumer of gas, electric- 
i ty or water, or to ail interest i n  any  matter relatinp 
to the terms on which t,he right to participate in  any 
service, i izcl~~ding the supply of goods, is offered to 
the public. 

( 2 )  F o r  the purposes of this section a 
member shall be deemed as having a n  indirect pecu- 
niary interest i n  a contnact or other matter if- 

( a )  he or any  nominee of his is a member of a 
company or other body with which the con- 
tract is made or is  proposed to be made or 
which has a direct pecuniarj7 interest i n  the 
other ]natter under consideration ; or  

(b), he  is a partner, o r  is i n  the employment, of. 
(a person ~ v i t h  whom the contract is mad? 
or  is proposed t o  be made or  who has a dir lc t  
pecuniary interest in the other mat ter  under  
consideratim. ~ (3 )  I n  the case of married persona liv-ng 

1 together the interc.st of one shall, if lilI0T~ll to t l ~ e  
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will b(. acceptable to all honourable inenibers, it being 
more or less a n  old Vestrres' Act, in which provision 
for trade tax is nlacle \\-hereby a t rader  is allowed half 
of th r  profits if he be manager and in  case of direu- 
tons g600. I n  view of the fact that  the value of 
nloliey has gone u p  that amount of 53600 has been 
advanced to  $5,000. 

I beg to moTe that this be clause 87 of the  ill. 
Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed 

to. 
Dr. CTJMXIINS: Sir,  Clause 88 was postponeci 

for fu r ther  consideration and we have come to th? 
caonclusion tha t  it should be deleted. I beg to mov? 
tha t  Clause 88 'be deleted. 

4 Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agree11 

J 
to. 

t Dr. CUMMINS: h a result of the deletion of . ' Clause 88, the balance of sections in  this Bill woultl 
a 

revert to their original numbering. 

- 
Sir, 1 beg to  move tha t  you do now report the 

passing of this Bill with amendmenk~ i n  Committez. 
Jlr. Cox seconded the motion which was agrerri 

to. 
The Chairman reported and Mr. Speaker resumed 

the Chair and reported accordingly. 
On motions of Dr .  CUMBIINS seconded by MY. 

COX in ?ach case, the Bill was read a thi rd  time and 
passed the read and agreed to- 

Honourable members cheered on the p a s i n g  of 
the Bill. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 

Dr. CTT;lllhlIINS: Mr. Speaker, at this stage, I 
beg to move that this H~~~~ be adjourned until this 
day week, Tuesday, 21st July ,  1953, a t  3 o'clock in 
the afternoon. 

Mr. COS seconded the motion which was agreed 
to and 33r. Speaker adjourned the House accordingly. 




