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THE

House of Assembly

Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION 1953—54

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, July 14, 1953.
Pursuant to adjournment the House of Assem-
bly met at 3 o’clock p.m. to-day.

Fresent :

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. Husanps (Speaker),
Dr. H. G. Commins, M.D., C.}., is Honour Mr.

Mapp, F. C. Gopparp, J. A. Havynes, B.A., J. C
MotTLEY, E. St. A. HoLDER, C. B. TALMA, Mrs. M. E.
BourNg, and Mr. L. A. WriLnrams, [L.1.B.

PRAYERS AND MINUTFES

Prayers were read.
Mr. Speaker informed the House that the Min-

utes of the last meeting were not yet ready for con-
{irmation.

MESSAGE FROM OTHER PLACE

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that I have received the following from
the Other Place:—

A Message returning the Bill to amend the law
relating to Income Tax.

PAPERS LAID

By command of His Excellency the Governor
the following Papers were laid:—

Dr. CUMMINS (for Mr. Apams): Message No-
17/1953 dated the 10th of July, 1953, from His Ex-
cellency the Governor to the Honourable the House
of Assembly informing the Honourable House that
there has been a further exchange of notes between
the Governments of the United Kingdom and the
United States of America regarding amendment to
th Economic Co-operation Agreement to bring that
Agreement into line with the present United States
of America Mutual Security Legislation.

Dr. CUMMINS: Message No. 18/1953 dated
the 10th of July, 1953, from His Excellency the
Governor to the Honourable the House of Assembly
informing the Honourable House of Acts assented
to in the name and on behalf of Her Majesty the
Queen.

Mr. COX (for Mr. Warcorr): Post Office
Advances for Payment of Money Orders to 30th
April, 1953

PETITIONS

Mr. LEwis presented a Petition from the Highway
Commissioners of the parish of St. Peter praying the
House to pass a Bill to authorise them to increase
the salary and allowances of their Inspector of

- High .
A. B. S. Lewis, (Deputy Speaker), Messrs M. E. .ng Vel

Cox, L. E. SmritH, (Chairman of Commaittees), R G. |

Mr. Gopparp presented a Petition from the
various Vestries concerning the Bill for Local
Government.

Mr. Bryax entered the House and took his
seat.

GOVERNMENT NOTICE

The following Government Notice was given:.—-
Dr CUMMINS (for Mr.- Apams): Bill intituled
an Act to establish a loan fund for the purposes of
Higher Education, for the making of loans there-
from and for matters connected therewith.

PRIVATE MEMBER’S NOTICE

The following Private Member’s Notice was
given :—

Mr. LEWIS: Bill to authorise the Highway
Commissioners of St. Peter to increase the salary of
their Inspector of Highways and also his travellinz
allowance-

QUESTIONS.

The following Notices of Questions were given -

Mr. LEWIS: To enquire of the appropriate
member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of the House:.—

Is the Covernment aware of the general con-
dition of the ceiling of the Parcel Post Branch of
the (ieneral Post Office.

2. Would Government consider painting thic
ceiling white?

Mr. HOLDER: To enquire of the appropriate
member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of the House:—

Will the Government state the reason for the
delay in making available to workers, other than
('ivil Servants and sugar workers, monies which it
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is proposed will be used for the purposes of building
or repairing houses?

2. Will the Government in any event immed-
ately undertake a comprehensive survey of the
housing needs of such workers and take steps to
place and expedite the re-housing of these workers,
as proposed in the Five Year Plan?

Mr. VaueHAN entered the House and took his
seat.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On motion of Dr. CumMiINs seconded by Mr.
Cox the Bill intituled an Aet to establish a lozn
fund for the purposes of Higher Education, for the
making of loans therefrom and for matters connected
therewith was read a first time.

On motion of Mr. LEWIS seconded by Mr. Smiru
the Bill to authorise the Highway Commissioners of
St. Peter to increase the salary and Travelling allow-
ance of their Inspector of Highways was read a first
time.

Mr. ALLpER entered the House and took his seai-

Dr. CUMMINS: Sir,— I am commanded to lay
the following Paper:—

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, — If I am
order T would like to ask that the Select Commit.
tee appointed to prepare a draft reply to His Execel-
lency the Acting (overnor’s Message at the re
opening of the Legislature be discharged. 1 am
sorry that the honourakle senior wmember for St.
Philip, the Chairman of that Committee, is not in
hig seat. T spoke to him on one or two occasions,
and from what he has told me it seemg that he can-
not get a gquorum. The committee would not mee:
to do its duties. T feel, Sir, that there are certain
courtesies which exist in everyday life. (Mr. Cravw-
FORD entered the House and took hig seat).

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable senior men:
ber for St. Philip is now in his seat.

Dr. CUMMINS': For the benefit of the honouz-
able member I will repeat that I am asking that the
Select Committee appointed to prepare a draft reply
to His Excellency the Acting Governor’s speech be
discharged. I have spoken to the homourable mem-
ber who is Chairman of the Committee and the im-
pression that he gave ig that he cannot get the com-
mittee to meet. He cannot get a quorum. I think,
sir, that there are certain courtesies which exist in
everyday life between individuals as well ag between
bodies, and 1 believe that as far as this House is
coneerned it is the first time in its history that we
have had an oceasion of this sort.

If we want the Administration to respect this
House we too must grant them the respect that is
their due. T feel very strongly that when this House
appoints a Select Committee to prepare a draft reply
to a Speech from the Throne it should be done;
hence my request. 1 think that the Marshal is now
distributing copies of a simple, formal and non-
committal Address which 1 hope we will pass as a
Reply to His Excelleney’s speech.

Mr. SPEAKER: Before leave is granted, re-
ferring to certain remarks of the honourable Deputy
Leader of the House, T want to say that the Adminis-
tration must always and iIn every way respect
this House. As far as the Commiittee appointed to
prepare this Reply is coneerned I was interested
because there were certain people in this island who
ignorantly believed that T was something to do with
it, or that I could compel the committee to meet. Tt
was always my intention to tell thi: Committee when
they reported that they had broken the rules of this
House, and that that being so, it would be necessary
for them to ask that the rules of the Houe be waived

pefore they could present their Report; and this
opimon 1 indicated to the honourabie Deputy
Speaker before I lett the island. 1 am not in a posi-
tion to censure that Committee- Wwhenever it
appears to me that a rule is being broken I will let
the House know the position. 1 am glad that the
Chairman of the Committee is in his place. As he
seems anxious to make a statement to the House 1
will give him an opportunity to do so before leave is
granted to the honourable Deputy Leader.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker~—No one re-
grets more than I do the failure of the committee to
meet. I would like to say that no slight, so far as
I know, was purposely intended to the Acting Gov-
ernor in this respect. No one in this House as far
as I know would think of offering any slight or in-
sult to an officer administering the Government,
and least of all to Mr. Turner during hiy term of
office. But the Clerk of the House can substantiate
that no less than three times I summoned a meeting
of the Committee. On two occasions the honourable
junior member for Chriit Church was there; but at
no time did we have a sufficiently large number to
constitute a gquorum. The honourable junior mern-
ber for St. Thomas questicned me about the situaticn
and I told him what I am telling the House now, that
the committee seems loath to meet.

. )}{r. SPEAKER: I do not appreciate the word
(%3 Oat: .,7

Ar. CRAWFORD: Perhaps I should say that
they did not meet. We did not get a quorum. Per-
haps the Speech from the Throne was not one of
those greatly controversial ones that would arouse
the interest of members of the Committee. Whatever
the rea-on was, sir, they did not meet. I am not
absolving myself from all blame; but I certainly
tried to get them to meet on three occasions.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker,—I think that this
matter should be looked at in its true perspective.
It is an unwritten rule of this House I understand,
that the senior member of the House on a committee
automatically becomes the Chairman of that com-
mittee, and that is why the honourable senior mem-
ber for St. Philip became the Chairman of this par-
ticular committee. The honourable member has told
us that he summoned meetings on three oveccasions
and did not get a quorum. So I do not see any
reason why it should be regarded that the committee
appointed for this purpose is reluctant, or loath or
anything else to meet for the purpose for which it
was appointed.

Another thing that I would like to say is that
it is not the first occasion on which at the first meet-
ing after the opening of a session a reply to the
Speech from the Throne has not been ready for con-
sideration by this House. Qn several occasions in
the past that has happened. But since this eommittee
has been appointed the Other Place has created a
precedent. The precedent is that one branch of the
Legislature has replied to the Speech from the
Throne without the other branch. That is unusuai
in the history of this colony and that position will
have to be considered. The next thing is that it is
not a precedent that an Acting Head of the Admin-
istration has delivered a speech at the opening of a
Legislative session and the reply has been sent to the
substantive holder of the office. There is a case on
record in 1925. But the present position has to be
considered from the point of view of the precedent
created by the Other Place. They have created the
precedent, not the House.

It was my intention. Mr, Speaker, to discuss this
matter with vou. because we would have to decide
what is to be done. T understand too, that it has
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happened already that the substantive holder of the
post of Governor has delivered a speech at the opern-
ing or prorogation of the Legislature and the reply
has been sent to the acting holder of the post. But
what is the position today? The honourable junior
member for St. Thomas in my humble opinion is out
of order. I think al:o that if we adopt this procedure
today it would look as if this committee intended
not to report or to offer to some slight. I appeal to
the honourable member not to ask that the committes
ke discharged. It is to be presumed that honour-
able members of this House are responsible people
and that they will carry out their duties. Since your
return, sir, we have had the Maude Bill and other
legislation taking up much of the time of this House
and we have not had time to consider this point. 1
do not think that we can accept a reply not signed
by the Chairman of the committee that was appoint-
ed to prepare the veply. I do not know what is the
position of your discharging this committee before
they have replied. I do not know what is the motion
hefore the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no motion before the
House. Leave is being asked by the honourable junior
member for St. Thomas.

Mr. LEWIS: As far as waiving a rule is con-
cerned the rule can be waived when the report of ths
Select Committee comeg in, because it would not
have been considered on the particular day that the
rule says it should be considered on. But as 1 havc
said that has not been the practice recently. We do
rot have the reply ready at the first meeting of the
House. I would not like you to give a wrong impres.
sion. As far as I am concerned I want the com-
mittee to report. I am only too anxious to have
the report of that committee before the House.
T will see that certain thingg are put in the reply. 1
would just like to know if the request before the
House is to discharge the committee or to ask for
leave to proceed with an Address which I deem out
of order.

Mr. SPEAKER: The request is for leave to make
a motion to discharge the committee. It is purely &
matter for the House. 1t is not within my province
Does the honourable member want to see Rule 287

Mr. LEWIS.: If the request before the House i3
for leave to make a motion that the committee be di--
charged I would like to say that it is unusual. T am
merely saying that T sincerely hope that honourable
members will not agree to the discharging of the
committee. The committee is there and it ean function.
To ask for the discharge of the committee in thesr
circumstancey is tantamount to saving that it is a
strong desire of the committee to offer someone an
insult or to create some precedent that would be
unfavourable to the historv of this House. But thas
ie not so. The committee can report and will be
prepared to report.

I am sorry that the honourable junior member
for St. Thomag did not tell me of his intention. 1 wa«
a member of the committee at one time and I might
have been Chairman. Other things have happencd
which ereated a precedent in this matter. The com-
mittee should have an opportunity to discuss the
matter with Your Honour and with the honourable
junior member for St. Thomas as well. T hope that
konourable members will see that they would be
condemning themselves to agree to the request that
is before the House at present.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 would like to say that i
would serve no useful purpose for the committee to
see me over this matter. Under Rule 28 that committee
cannot report unless the rules of the House wers
broken. They would first of all have to ask that
Rule 28 be waived before thev could report.
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Mr. LEWIS: 1 take it that if the commmittcc
brought in their report they could ask that Rule 2%
be waived and then they could lay their report. I+
was my intention to put the matter before the House
but the matter did not come up.

Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Speaker,—IL am a member
of the Select Committee. I was summoned to three
meetings, two of which I attended. At no time did
I hear any member of the Committee say that they
did not meet and report for any reason except those
given by the honourable senior member for St.
Philip. I have been asked outside of the House why
the committee did not meet and why they did not
report. It was even suggested that some slight to the
Acting Governor was intended. I cannot say that
that is so. As T have said, 1 attended on two of the
three occasions on which I was summoned—the last
two occasions. [ could not come on the first. The
matter rests there. I certainly cannot say that therc
was any intention not to meet.

Mr. Speaker put the question that leave be
granted the honourable junior member for Sr.
‘Thomas to make a motion for the discharge of the
committee appointed to prepare a draft reply to His
Excellency the Acting Governor’s speech delivered
at the re-opening of the Legislative Session 1951—51,
and said if there was no objection leave would be
granted.

There being one objection the question was put
to the vote and on Mr. Speaker declaring that the
‘““noes’’ have it a division was called for. The ques-
tion was decided in the negative the House dividing
as follows:—

Ayes: Mrs. BourNg, Dr. CuMmMmINs, Messrs. Cox,
ALLDER and SMiTH—(5).

Noes: Messrs. MAPP, Lewis, Tauma, HoLbE,
BryaN, WinLiams, Crawrorp, J. C. MorTLEY,
VaveHaN, HAYNEs and Gopparp—(11).

Mr. SPEAKER: I now declare the ‘“noes’’ have
it. Lieave to make a motion to discharge the committec
has been rejected.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the day
stands in the name of the honourable junior member
for St. Thomas—to move the House into Committee
of Supply to consider the grant of sums of money
for the service of the colony.

On the motion of Dr. CummiNs seconded by Mr.
Cox, Mr. SpEakEr left the Chair and the House
went into Committee of Supply, Mr. SmiTr in the
Chair.

Dr. CuomMmins asked for and was granted leave
to take charge of the Resolution for $25,162 standing
in the name of the honourable senior member for
St. Joseph.

There being no objection leave was granted the
honourable member to move the passing of the fol.
lowing Resolution :—

A Resolution to place the sum of $25,162 at the
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to
supplement the Hstimates 1953-54, Part I, Current.
as shown in the Supplementary Estimates 1953-54,
No. 7 which form the Schedule to the Resolution.

Head VIII—LEGAL—Ttem 10, Purchase of
Law Books, $242 was called.

Dr. CumMmIiNs moved, seconded by Mr.
that the Head stand part.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman—My opinion is
that an explanation is necessary where this item is
concerned. TIs this supplementary vote necessary
because these law books have not been printed? T¢
vou knew that you did not get these reports for
1949, 1950 and 1951, vou should have included the

Cox
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money for them in the Estimates, For three years
you include money in the Estimates. These reports
do not come. You know that they must eventually
come but you stop including money in the Estimates
for them. What is the explanation? I do not know
if someone forgot to order these Reports or if they
were never printed. This kind of thing happens
too often. To deliberately leave out the money for
something that you know you have ordered is to
give a false picture of the island’s financial position.
This itemy may be only $200.00 but it may happen
with something for $200,000. If you knew that these
law books had mnot come you should have included
the amount for them in the 1953-54 Estimates.

Dr. CUMMINS: As far as [ can see from the
files it is merely a misunderstanding on the part of
the people on the other side relative to the printing
and binding of these books. The bound volumes
were sent out after the matter was taken up.

Mr. LEWIS: That is an explanation that the
honourable member must give and we must syni-
pathise with him. But do you mean to tell me that
a misunderstanding existed, not for three months,
but for three years? Do you mean to tell me that
these things are of no consequence? That you did
not get the reports for 1949—51 and you made no
attempt to get them? These books are not necessary
at all if you can forget them all that time kK That
is not giving this Government good service. It
means that at some future time it will happen again
with a larger amount.

Question that the Head stand part was pui
and agreed to.

HEAD XX—EDUCATION—Grants in Aid—
Item 46 (g) St. Michael’s Girls’ School, $1,377.
Ttem 70 (New) Fire Extinguishers $301.00 was
called.

Dr. Cummins moved, seconded by Mr. Cox
that the Head stand part.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman—I would like
to know at what point the Fire Officer is going to
stop recommending that the existing fire extinguish-
ers at the various government departments be re-
placed by new ones. It is sometime since this officer
has been giving the impression that he is more a
salesman of fire extinguishers than a Fire Officer.
I cannot understand that all the fire extinguishers
that were at these departments all along were so
bad that they now have to be discarded. But that is
the onlv conclusion that T can arrive at. At least
we can tell this expert that we cannot afford to
replace all these extingunishers at one time. The
replacement should be done over a period of vears.
All of them could not be so bad.

Of course it is the policy of the Government to
aceept all that these experts recommend, Still the
Government can tell him that while we agree that
the existing extinguishers may not be ag good as the
oneg he is recommending we cannot replace them
all in one year. Money seemg to be running out of
the Treasury, and unless you stop all these petty
thingg which cost too much money, the money which
is in the Treasury will go. T feel it is time to call
a halt to this. This officer is more suceessful in
having his recommendations carried out when he
recommends thingg to Government than when he
recommends them to private enterprise. That is
because the people who run private enterprice have
more business acumen than the Government. Tha
officer goes to a particular business house and makes
certain recommendations; but the management does
not respehd to his recommendations unless the
finances of the business afford them to make the
recommended change. But where Government is

concerned, as soon as the Fire Officer makes a
recommendation a Resolution is sent down and
passed by the Legislature.

Further down in this Resolution there is an
item eoncerning the provision of new fire extinguish-
ers for the Public Library. I do not know if I
am too much of a optimist, but certainly you do
not have fires so frequently or so easily ag the Fire
Officer is trying to suggest. You would be surprised
to know how difficult it is for a fire to be caught.
It is difficult for a fire to be caught to a well
constructed building, and if it was caught you
would be able to fight it. I am not saying that
precaution should not be maintained, But I feel that
it can be carried too far. I hope that the Govern-
ment will consider the frequent eriticisms by mem-
bers of this Chamber of what can be considered the
unnecessary recommendations for the replacement
of these extinguishers at various Government in-
stitutions.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—What 1 am go-
ing to say is that the very first time that this matter
came up before this House we asked what wag the
type of fire extinguisher that the Iire Officer was
recommending. The Government could not answer
the question and it eventually led to the remarks
that if you left the matter in the hands of the
Crown Agents they would very likely send down
the same type of extinguisher that the officer was
now condemning. Government could not say then
what was the type of extingnisher. On this occasion
they have gone a little further and they desecribe it as
a ‘“‘water (compressed gas) extinguisher’’. I would
like the honourable junior member for St. Thomas
te tell me the name of this extinguisher so that hou-
ourable members can be assisted in knowing what it
ig all about. There might be a racket going on, and I
hope to be able to get the Government to stop it.
But unless they tell the public the name of the
extinguisher they are importing they cannot get any
assistance, If the extinguishers are being bought
locally tell us who are the agents. You should not
hide these things. It leads to bribery and corrup-
tion. We do not want to emulate the worst features
of the colonies around us. We should set a good
example in the spending of the taxpayers’ money.
If we do not get any information about these things
someone may be accused of something. Why keep it
a military secret? KEver since this game started you
cannot get any information about it. Ts it part
of the atom bomb secret or what? There is no clerk
in the Government Service who should have the
temerity to make up an explanatory note like this
for the people’s representatives. Say what make of
extinguisher you are importing. If you are import-
ing it from the Crown Agents you will have to come
back for the money again anyhow. If this thing is
above board there is nothing to hide.

Imagine Mr. Chairman, the Fire Officer has only
now got to the Public Library. He has gone all
around — to Government House, the Hospital the
House of Assembly—all around, and he hag only
now got to the place next door to him, so to speak.
All the books in the Library could have been destroy-
cd since he started making his rounds of inspection
and he iz getting a good salary.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is —

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—We are entitled
to an answer on this matter. If we continue like
this we will set up a police state about here.

Dr. CUMMINS: T have Leen looking at the file,
sir, and I do not see the name of the particular firc
extinguisher. I have seen that the ones now in use
are not suitable for the ordinary combustibles such
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ag wood, and the officer now recommends compressed
gas extinguishers. I have sent aeross to the Secre-
tariat to ~ee if I can get further information. If
honourable members want, we ean go on with con-
sideration of the other heads and as soon as I get
the information I will pass it on.

Mr. LEWIS: This i3 a matter that we cannor
hold up. It is to save the books at the Library, and
perhaps the lives of school children and people a:
Erdiston I accept the assurance that we will get
further information. But in future we do not want to
have any mystery about such things or we will have
to do someone maybe the injustice of accusing them
of something.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman—My exper-
ience with fire extingunishers is very limited. 1 wom-
Ger if the honourable junior member for St. Thomas
can tell us if when these extinguishers are bought
they can be refilled in Barbados. Some years ago the
agent of a firm came around selling extinguishers o
the mercantile community. We were told that they
would be bringing down equipment whereby they
could be refilled in Barbados. That we could send
it to the agent here to be refilled when necessary.
As a matter of fact they said that you should send
them every six months to get them up to high pres-
sure. 1 wonder if there is any information like that
in the honourable member’s files. Is it the type of
extingouisher that uses ('O% gas? That is got from
Trinidad. It has a very high pressure and it blocks
out the air therefore preventing combustion, and an
added advantage is that it does not make a mess.
Apart from the actual fire damage no mess is made in
the place where the fire occurs. I would like to know
if they have equipment for refilling these extinguish-
ers after they are used.

Dr. CUMMINS: As I have already said I have
=ent for further information, and as scon as it comes
I will pass it on. This file does not give all the detail
that honourable members are asking for.

Question that the Head stand part was put and
agreed to.

HEAD XXII — PUBLIC LIBRARY — ltem
22 (New) Fire Extinguishers, $272.00 was called.

Dr. Cumming moved seconded by Mr. Cox that
Head 22 stand part.

The question was put and agreed to.

HEAD XXIII——MENTAL HOSPITAIL —Item
37. (a) (New) Allowance in lieu of Quarters $216.00
was ecalled. :

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,—This item as
is shown i3 a new one and it results from the Turner
Committee recommendation that certain officers at
the Mental Hospital should now get allowance in licu
of guarters. I move that Head 23 stand part.

Mr. Cox seconded.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, —I am
rather intrigued by the note to this item. It says:—-

““In accordance with the recommendations of the
Turner Committee report on the conditions of ger-
vice of Administrative, Professional and Technical
staff, the eonditiong of service of the medical staff at
the Mental Hospital were brought into line with those
of Medical staff at the General Hospital. Officers on
agreement therefore became eligible for free fur-
nished quarters or an allowance in lieu at the rate of
106% of salary. Until the Government quarters at the
Mental Hospital can be furnished it hag been decided
that officers eligible for such gquarters should receive
an allowance at the rate of 2146% of salary for sup-
plying their own furniture. No provi-ion for this pur-
pose was made in the HEstimates for the current vear
and supplementary provision of $216 is now required

———

10 pay the allowance to medical Ufficers at the Mental
Hospital m respect of the year 1955-04.”

1t doe; seem a vit foolish. Furniture is nothing
that you have to mmport. [t can be bought from
stores 1 Bridgetowwn. xou can furnish a hotel withmn
4¥ nourg purchasing ail you want in Bridgetown. it
seems to me the most unbusinesslike thing possible
to give this excuse ror giving this allowance of 214,
per cent. 1 cannot imagine any business concern do-
g business like that. The whole thing looks like 2
tarce. Before these officers were recommended for
quarters they used to pay the Government five per
cent. of their salary as rent for quarters. Now Mx.
Turner and his committee have come along with their
wonderful report and recommended an allowance of 10
rer cent. in lieu of quarters. But they only used io
pay the Government five per cent. They will now
get 10 per cent. of their salaries in lieu of quarters,
and if you have no quarters ready they will get thi-
10 per cent. plus 2¥% per cent. for furnishing the
guarters. That does not recommend itself to me.

It is in order to do all this stupidness that we
have made the cost of running this country as high
as it is. Even ordinary postage iz higher than in any
other part of the Wiest Indies. You can get a letter
irom any part of the world to Barbados cheaper than
vou can send it from Barbados to that part of ths
world. At one time AMedical Officery at the Mentai
Hospital got le's salary than corresponding officers
at the General Hospital. Now they are on a par, be-
cause the number of people at the Mental Hospital
is increasing all the time. There was a time when
they got less salary and not the <ame conditions of
service as the Medical Officers at the General Hos-
pital got, but as the numbers at the Mental Hospital
increa ed you increased the salaries of the Medical
Officers there and improved their conditions of ser-
viee. If you go on saddling the country with a high
cost of living in order to pay these high salaries and
grant these extraordinary conditions of service you
will have to increase salaries at the Mental Hospital
pigher than those at the General Hospital becaurse
vou will have two or three times the number of peo-
pie at the Mental Ho-pital that you have there now:
because everyone will go mad trying to live.

At one time the Medical Superintendent, at the
Mental Hospital got a salary of $5,760 a year. Then
vou increased his salary to $6,480, following the won-
derful report of the Turner Committee. But in addit-
ion he will get in lieu of quarters 10 per cent. of his
salary. When he was getting $5,760 a year he paid
the Government five per cent. of his salary as rent.
Now that he is getting $6,480 the Government will
pay him 10 per cent. of his salary in lien of quarters,
plus 215 per cent. in lieu of furniture, plus £300 for
four years’ leave passage for himself and his wife.

‘What really irks me is that the Government had
no right to appoint a (Civil Servant or Servants fo
review conditions of work of the Civil Service includ-
ing their own conditions of work. When we got this
report we zhould have asked the Colonial QOffice to
transfer Mr. Turner; to promote him elsewhere; in
other words get rid of him. But the Government took
the report and swallowed it hook, line and sinker;
and to-day because they have not got furniture ready
for free guarters for these officers we are going to
sive them 214 per cent. in lieu of furniture. Even if
we are committed to the principle of free furniturs
these officers could at least in common decency give
the Government a chance to get it. if they have fo
have it made. But because the furniture is not ready
on the dot. Government must pay this allowance for
f---nitvre which thev did not get hefore. Because an
officer has to wait a few months for furniture we must




190

HOUSE

[P

give him money. 1 think, Mr. Chairman, that all of
us _hould pe in the Mental iospital where he 1s 1f
we vote for this. I am moving, sir, that the Resolu-
tion be reduced by tuis amount; that this item be
deteted.

Mr. VaugHAN seconded.

Mr. WILLTAMS: Mr. Chairman,— My feeling
is when we consider all this free spending of money
that sooner or later the Government will have to re-
adjust its whole policy of spending money. 1 do not
clame Mr. Turner for one moment. If I was an Eng-
lishman I would try and get some money for some
of my boys too. As the honourable senior member for
St. Philip has reminded us, the Turner Committe:
Report recommended that the salaries and conditions
of -ervice of the Medical Superintendents of the
General and Mental Hospitals should be the same, and
therefore it was decided to give the Medieal Super-
intendent of the Mental Hospital free quarters or in
lieu allowance at the rate of 10G per cent. of salary,
plus 215 per cent. for furniture if the quarters were
not farni-hed. But what strikes me as regrettable is
the faet that it is a year since the implementation o
the Turner Committee Report; and I do not think .t
is impossible for the Government to get this fur-
niture ready in a year. But you allow the officer o
wait all this time and so give him a chance of de-
manding his pound of flesh. The Government must
he blamed for that. It is 15 monthg since you decided
to implement the recommendations of the Turner
Committee. This is the kind of administration that
allows chicanery behind the scenes.

We have got to watch, carefully, Mr. Chairmar.
how we pay out these little sums of money. The smail
sums aggregate and add up to a large total. There s
a possibility that sugar might fall, and we might
find it difficult to keep on pouring sums of money
like thig all over the place. It is nonsense.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,— There are many
things that could be said about this item. First of
2ll, T am going to bring the Dos Santos Report into
this. The Turner Committee Report said that the big
hoys at the Mental Hospital should be on a par with
the big boys at the General Hospital; the Dos Santos
Report said that the small fry at the Mental Hospital
should be on a par with the small fry at the General
Hospital; but they have been forgotten. (Shame
shame). Both sets were supposed to be put on a par;
but the big boys have friends at court. They have
friends in the Public Buildings. It seemg to me nowa-
days that Barbados is outside of the Commonwealth.
You ean come from Ingland or from anywhere else
vou have got to get your pound of flesh or you are
doing nothing. T hope that when the next war starts
Barbadians will go out and show them that we are
still in the Commonwealth and that we are prepared
to lose our lives for them. There is no more family
bu-iness in this thing. If the Government does not
have your furniture ready you say you have got to
give me money until it is ready.

The next thing is that this question of furniture
at the Mental Hospital brings to mind another matter.
I hope that the Government will investigate and find
out whether or not some mahogany trees which they
had down there have not been cut down by thiz
officer and made into furniture and the furniture
put in the officer’s house; and now the Government
has to pay him 214 per cent. of salary for furniture.
T want the Government to investigate that because
I want the officer cleared of that charge. The honour-
able senior member for St. Philip does not know all
that will have to be given to the officers down there.
Government is now allowing its female employees to
te married. and there is one at the Mental Hospital

who is married, and her husband has moved into the
government s house. 1 wonder if the Government !s
charging hin any rent, and what provision i3 made
for maternity allowance to the lady. You may have
to pay someone to do her duties for six months.
Everyone ig doing as they like. Recently there was a
gimilar case at the General Hospital; but tha
quarters are 1o longer occupied. The lady iu
question is living outside with her husband, and the
guarters are not occupied except perhaps during the
day. I would like to know what arrangements are
made for these things. Hag furniture been made at
the Mental Hospital and put in any of the houses
down taere, and is any rent being charged anyorn:
down there. I am counselling the Government not to
allow any slackness to go on because the finger is go-
ing to be pointed at them. They will get severe
eriticism. They must open both eyes and keep them
open.

I really do not know what to do about this pac-
ticular matter because if you have agreed to give
people furnished quarters you should have them fur-
nished. If you agreed to give them 214 per cent. on
their greatly enhanced salaries they will not remind
you. to bring in furniture. They will put in furniturs,
pay for it out of the house allowance and then pro-
bably sell it back to you at the original price. I would
like the Government to assure me that they have not
allowed any officer in residence at the Mental Hos-
pital to use trees growing down there to put furni-
ture in hig house and now perhaps the Government
is being charged 214 per cent. on it. I would like to
have the assurance that they know about this thing
and that it is alright; or that they will investi-
gate it.

As T have said the Turner Report said that the
big boys at the General and Mental Hospitals shouid
be on a par; and the Dos Santos Report said the
same thing about the small fry at both institutions.
But while we have just passed washing allowance for
those at the General Hospital we have not done the
same for nurtes at the Mental Hospital. Was it evar
considered and turned down, or has it never been
considered at all?

In concluding, Mr. Chairman, I will say that
there is a statement made by the honourable senior
member for St. Philip that should be corrected. It
is not true to «ay that you can get a letter from any
part of the world to Barbados cheaper than you
scnd it from Barbados to that part of the world. It
costs more to get an air mail letter from Britisn
Guiana here than to send one from here to British
Guiana. Tt is not good when you have a good case
to spoil it by statements that are not strictly correct.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman,—I think that
it is the dutvy of honourable members to support
the motion for the deletion of this particular item,
and T think that Government should investigate
the running of this deparment to see if all the tree.
that were there are still there. Tt has been widely
rumoured that the Head of that Department has
been having these trees cut down and using insti-
tution labour to have them made into furniture,
come of whieh furniture was bought outside th.
institution. What is more, sir, I think it is true tc
sav that this particular officer has been holding
office and living at the institution since 1947; so he
must have had furniture there all that time. Why
is there this new demand for furmiture, and what
has become of the old set of furniture which was
down there, and who owns that furniture?

Another thing is that for some time now
lady has been going around purchasing househoid
equipment and putting down this institution as the
place that would be responsible for paying the billx
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for this equipment. I do not know how it comes
that the Government permits the wife of a Head
of a Deparment to go around spending Government’s
money. She cannot be questioned on the spending of
Government’s money. It has been going on for some
time now.

Now we are being asked to pay a percentage
for furniture which may belong to the presens
holder of the post or to give him a new set. It is
bad business. What happens with the Government
is that whenever you draw anything to their atten-
tion they always feel that you are attacking them.
But it is not always so. If the Government is wise
they would investigate these things and see whether
the accusations are based on faet or not if you
allow the Head of a Department that spends hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars of the taxpayers
money every year to do as he likeg without inwves-
tigating his actions of course he will be encouraged
to increase his demands all the time. He is not obli-
gated to safeguarding the interests of the taxpay-
ers of Barbados inasmuch as he is a stranger and
may be sojourning here for a short time only. It
is the representatives of the people of this country
and the Administration who are responsible for
seeing to that. It is time that an investigation bt
carried out at this institution.
~ Every nmow and again you get complaints from
nurseg at this institution. You hear ‘‘the Medical
Superintendent has done me this and that and the
other.”” The day before you are discharged you
are told that your services are required no longer.
There are decent voung women employed down
there some of whom contribute bv way of taxation
some of the money that this Head of the Depart-
ment squanders. There is no one to take up their
cases; no one to appeal to. The Head of the Depart-
ment feels so authoritative that even if someone
attempts to ask something on Lehalf of the injured
party a sufficient explanation is not given. Youn are
Just told that she does not suit any more and must
go. This Government is a Labour Government and
should not permit those things. You import people
who have had contact with a war torn Europe. and
that may have given them an outlook which is detri-
mental to colonial people. Government should see to
it that these people do not take advantage of colonial
people who have to work under them.

Sir, I support strongly the remarks of the
honourable Junior Member for the City and Senior
Member for St. Philip. I feel that this is one occas-
jon when there is no party issue, but an issue
which affects all and sundrv in this colony. At
times you must support what is right rather than
what might be might. T feel this is one issue ci
which this House should be very strong. therefore
T consider it the duty of all honourable members
of this Chamber to support the deletion of the
amount of $216 which has been set down in this
resolution to provide for this allowance.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Chairman,—For the num-
ber of years that I have been a member of this
Chamber, T have never heard such serious allega-
tions made against an officer of Government and
so direect as what T have heard this afternoon. 1
think these allegations are so pointing that it be-
hoves the honourable dJunior Member for St.
Thomas, whom I think holds the portfolio for Medi
cal Services and Health to investigate this maitexr
and see whether all these allegationz ars>  correct
and if they are to put them right: if not so, to
come and explain them to the House of Assembly.
Some really bad things have been disclosed with
some direct charges. In one case. an allegation was
made that the wife of the head of the Medica:
Asylum bought furniture for her own use and pu’

the expenses to an account of the Mental Asylum.
I think all honourable members in this Chamber
are aware of their responsibility and would not
say such a thing if it were not so. This is no joke.
I am hoping that the honourable Junior Member
for St. Thomas will leave no stone unturned unti
he finds out how many pieces of furniture were
bonght at the various sales and everything in con.
nection with this matter and let ug know something
about it.

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, Before you put
the question, I would like to say that although I
agree with many of the points raised by the hon-
ourable Junior Member for the City and other hon.
ourable members who have spoken in so far as
specialist officers are concerned, yet the fact remains
that we are committed to the recommendations of
the Turner Committee. I think the majority of
honourable members voted in favour of an addi-
tional increase to the salaries of technical and spee
ialist officers. The officer of whom mention has been
made happeng to be a specialist officer and as far
as I know, has been appointed on contract for a
specific number of years. Under the terms of the
contract it has been agreed to pay him a specific
salary and to give him free furnished quarters
among other things pertaining to hig office. It must
be remembered that this officer worked here already
for the Government in the same capacity and must
have given satisfactory service that the Government
should have decided to re-appoint him as a specialis
officer on contract. If by the terms of the contraect.
Government cannot provide free furnished guarters
for this officer, it must do something by way of
compensation or otherwise a breach of contraet is
committed. Therefore this provision in this resolu-
tion shows that Government is trying to save itself
from out of an awkward position. That is all that
this vote means. 1 am not saying that the furniturs
which may be available at this officer’s guarters is
necessarily unsuitable to this specialist or that you
should have specialist furniture for a specialist. 1
do not think that you need to carry it to that ex:
tent. What I am saying ig that a breach of contract
would be committed by Government to this officer
if it does not carry out all the terms and conditions
of the contract. Although I disagree with certain
recommendations of the Turner Report and just as
strongly as any other honourable member, T having
taken exception to the manner in which the Turner
Committee wag set up, yet the fact remains -that
that the Turner Committee has been aceepted as
well as the Committee’s report was passed on the
floor of this Chamber, Although T am mot arguing
the case of the Government, I feel that the Gov-
ernment i in duty bound to provide free furnished
quarters for this specialist officer and if by way
of avoiding a breach of contract on the part of
this Government, it is compromising in this manner
until such time ag it can fulfil the terms and appli-
cations of the contract, I fee]l that this allowance
of 214 per cent. of salary for this purpose should
be agreed on.

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, the honourable
Senior Member for Christ Church has said much
of what I intended to say. There seems to be some
eriticism by honourable members on the Govern.
went for bringing the terms of the appointment
of the Medical Officer of the Mental Asylum in line
with that of medical officers of the General Hos.
pital but T do not see the reason why those hou-
ourable members should be diseriminatory to that
extent. In both ecases, these officers are professional
men ; theyv spend the same time qualifving for their
profession and those specialising in the various
branches of the profession have to take post-gradu.
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ate courses in the specialised branch they choose.
Thesé same honourable members who think that
the Government should employ the medical staff at
the Mental Hospital on different terms and condi-
tiong to that of similar officers of the (eneral Flos-
pital would be the first to say something else if
Government had not done that at the time and
was thus unable to secure that staff at that
institution. These homnourable members would say
that because of a few paltry dolars this Govern-
ment is unable to recruit staff for the Mental Hos-
pital. As the honourable Senior Member for Christ
Church said, these were the terms under which these
officers at the Mental Hospital accepted their jobs.
Why the administration should be rather dilatory in
gsecuring furniture for these officers, I do not know,
but I would make enquiries as to the reason. Prob-
ably, the administration feels that inasmuch as
those officers have provided their own furniture
there was no need .to hurry to buy furniture fer
their requirements. 1 said probably; T may be
wrong.

Sir, there has also been some criticisms by the
honourable Junior Member for the City with respect
to the washing allowandes for the nurses at the Mental
Hospital not being granted to nurses at the (General
Hospital, During the past two weeks, I have had the
opportunity of sitting at one or two Whitley Couneil
meetings owing to the absence of the honourable
senior member for St. Joseph and this question of
washing allowance was brought up. The representa-
tive from the Mental Hospital said that he under-
stood that washing allowances were granted to the
nursing staff at the Mental Hospital at a former
meeting of the Whitley Council. He said thai he
was present at that meeting and he thought that
the decision of that meeting was that thig allowance
should be granted to the nurses at the Asylum. On
perusal of the Minuteg of the meeting of the Coun-
cil, there was nothing to confirm the opinion of this
representative on that subject and the matter is still
in the air. It seems to me that somebody has prob-
ably taken too much for granted and is sayiny that
this allowance was granted. In any case, T am nol
saying that these nurses should get it or that they
should not get it; I am only saying that theve was
some misundersanding which T hope in the no* far
distant future will be put right.

Sir, I have heard a lot of talk about mahogany
trees being cut down and furniture made of them.
I know nothing of it. I cannot say anything more on
vhe matter. T admit that it is rather disquieting and
it causes me some concern, I will promise this Housa to
investigate the matter thoroughly and see whether
this allegation is correct. T have also heard the re-
mark that the Sister Tutor there has been recentlyt
married and that her husband is living on the prem.
ises with her. I will also make enquiries about that.
T am however asking honourable members, in view of
the remarks made by the honourable Senior Member
for Christ Church — and what he said was really cor
rect — to let this vote pass but I will again promise
to investigate the matter and give an explanation.
Probably at the next meeting ‘of this House T will be
in a position to give the information which honourable
members have been asking in connection with the
mahogany trees, the furniture, with respect to the
Sister Tudor and one or two other things. T agree
that if the allegations are well founded, it is not the
state of affairs which should exist. T again repeat
that I will make the necessary enquiries and report
as soon as possible.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, if there is one
question that thle honourable Junior Membey for St
Thomas should be able to answer today is why furni

ture has not been blought for these officers at the Men-
tal Hospital. First of all, if you agree to employ
somebody and to give them furnished quarters, vou
have no right to place them in unfurnished quarters.
If those officers were able to get furniture for them-
selves, you should have been able to do do. The reason
for this state of affairg is that you have not been abie
to supply this furniture, therefore, you have to pay
rent for them. The questions are: Why have you not
been able to get furniture for these officers? Are you
paying rent for the furniture which is in the place;
or, are the officers buying furniture and collecting
the rent?

I would not like the honourable Junior Member
for St. Thomas to get the imprlession that the Sister
Tutor’s husband should not be allowed to live with
her because the wife of g married man is allowed to
live with him. The questions in this case are: Is this
a new arrangement in which the Government has en-
tered ? Wag that the agreement entered with this lady
and have the Government made arrangements for
maternity allowances? 1f Government allows a situa-
tion like this at the Mental Hospital, why has it not
been allowed at the General Hospital? There is how-
ever one question which the Government should
enswer and that is: Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to get the necessary furniture? We have not
vet heard this answer. All that we have been made
aware of is that we are to provide for this 214 per
cent. of salary in lieu of inability to supply free fur-
nished quarters: And it is put down in this regolution
as if it were included in the 1952—53 Estimates. 1
wonder if it was made last year and a supplementary
vote is now required. I think this is a peculiar
way to set it down if that were not so. Sir, we are
not told how many officers would be getting this al-
lowance or who they are.

I have not argued against the prineciple enuneci-
ated by the honourable Senior Member for Christ
Church. I am not against that at all. I would say
that these officers had no right to accept the donditiow
of going into unfurnished homes when furnished
homes should have been provided for them. If these
officers were at the General Hospital and free fur-
nished quarters could not be provided for them, they
would be given a house allowance. I am not arguing
against that principle. The peculiar thing about the
whole matter ig that the Government leaves thig pro-
vision out of the Estimates, and is now making it a
supplementary estimate. Have the Government chang-

“ed their idea of buying furniture for these quarters?

This is a very unsatisfactory way to handle this
matter.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Just another point, Sir, be.
fore you put the question. The honourable junior
Member for St. Thomas says he does not know the
veason why the furniture was not bought. The point
is that this honourable member is responsible for
Medical Services and health—that is his portfolio—
and if he tells us doday when we are committed to*
giving these officers. free furnished quarters that he
does not know why the furniture was not bought, we
can only say that he is not performing his duties sat-
isfactorily. When the honourable member says so.
he is admitting to rank indifference and incompetence
in so far as matters come within his portfolio. In my
opinion, this officer in question was actually living in
a furnished house so when you come along and offer to
give him free furnished quarters and furniture, von
have not got to buy furniture because it is already on
the premises: It seems to me that for the three years
of this officer’s contract, Government will not be buy-
ing this furniture.

In so far as the honourable senior member for
Christ Chureh who says that he endorses the prinei-
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ple that these specialist officers are entitled to this
specialised treatment in matter; of salaries and con-
ditions of work, it is true that this House has adopted
in principle the Turner Report. What I merely want
to ask the honourable member is if in his considered
opinion he thinks the increase in the salary and con-
ditions of work should rise from $5,432 per annum
to $8,010 — an increase of $2,538 per annum.

(A VOICE): How do you get that?
Mr. CRAWFORD : The figures are at present:

Salary .. . $6,450
1214% on salary in allowances . 810
At the end of four years £300 for him-
self and £300 for his wife equal to
£600 divide per annum .. .. 720
$8,010

Sir, T would like to ask the honourable Senior
Member for Christ Church if he does not think that
even if this Officer be a super-specialist that this
increase of $2,538 is extravagent for a small pauper-
ised colony like this.

Mr. COX: Mr. Chairman,— had it not been for
the remarks of the last honourable member relative
to the honourable Junior Member for St. Thomas I
would not have risen to my feet. I think the remarks
which the honourable Senior Member for St. Philip
made that because the honourable member did not
know why the furniture was not bought, whether it
was bought, or when it would be bought, that he was
admitting to rank indifference and incompetence, is
grossly unkind, unredsonable and unfair. The hon\-
ourable Senior Member for St. Philip knows as well
as anybody else that the honourable Junior Mem.ber
for St. Thomas who holds the portfolio for medical
services and health i3 not an administrative officer
The honourable member knows that the Deputy Leac
er is only an officer to formulate the policy of the
Government. There is no ministerial status at present
therefore, you should not go prying into the business
of a department unless you hear something gomy
wrong. Perhaps, if honourable members were tal'nng,}
their duties seriously, when they heard happening:
contrary to the good running of a department as wes
aired just now, they should report them to the 00101’1.1&11
Secretary so that they could be brought to the notice
of the @avernment. Those honourable members have
not done that: thev have aired them in this House
and then the honourable Senior Member for St.
Philip goes on and accuses the honourable junint
member for St. Thomas who is a member of Gov-
ernment and who merely formulates poliey and very

seldom has the authority of carryving out that policy.

of indifference and incompetence. T think it is gros-iy
unfair and indiscreet. Every honourable memb-y
knows that this Government merely comes to the
House and put bills. resolutions, and things of thm
gort to which we agree in Executive Committee. they
being more or less our policy and every honouralle
member also knows that in so far as administration
is concerned, there is no authority whatsoever given

to members of this Government. When something is

brought to the notice of a member of the Governmen!
he goes to the Head of the Department concerncd
and investigates the matter. Therefore, how can you
accuse the member of Government becanse he did not
oo and pry id on that Department of Medical Services
and ask guestions on things which he never heard?
How can von say he is incompetent and indifferent:
Sir, T say it is regrettable coming as it did from th-
honourable senior member for St. Philip and mor:

particularly as the honourable member referred to the
honourable junior member for St. Thomas.

Mr. CRAWFORD : Sir,—The honourable junior
member for St. Thomas is responsible for formulating
policy, in other words, he is respounsible for seeing
that this officer has furnished quarters. 1hat is part
of the policy for the conditions of service of tius
particular medical officer at the Mental Asylum. Bear
. mind that the Government formulates such policy
and this is the portfolio of the honourable junior
member for St. Thomag who now comeg to the House
to give this officer at the Mental Asylum some money
because the quarters there were unfurnished for
nearly a year. Now, Sir, if you were not a minister,
even although this Government does not have minis-
terial status, you would expect the person whose duty
it was to present this resolution to enquire why have
we not got the furniture for this place. 1t is a most
ordinary matter of fact sort of thing to expeet would
be asked you if you were coming in here to present
a resolution like this. That is not important adminis-
trative duty. You would certainly get this informa-
tion because you will reason to yourself saying that
1 am sure to be asked why after a year this furniture
has not been bought. You will meditate on what is
the reason—somebody is negligent; somebody is in-
different; somebody is not performing their duties.
Ag a matter of fact, in not being able to answer such
a simple ¢uestion is tantamount to saving that woun
have not read the resolution at all. The first thing
that strikes your eye, as was questioned by the hon-
ourable junior member for St. Lucy and the honour-
able junior member for Christ Chureh; ‘‘My good-
ness! could we not get a few pieces of furniture for
this place?’’ It is something vou can buy anywhere
in Bridgetown. Let us say this question esecaped the
attention of the honourable junior member for St.
Thomas; he had not read the notes accompanying this
vote carefully and as a result he did not go and se=
about it; but do not tell me that beeause you are not
a full pledged minister you cannot go and find out
the reason why this state of affairs exist.

Mr. ALILDER: Sir, — the more one listens to
remarks coming from this Government Bench, the
more cne becomes dissatisfied with its technique. The
honourable senior member for St. Michael made a
dangerous admission of the Government’s inability
to control the affairs of this colony. 1 do not believe
that the honourable memher studied the remarks lLe
made because such remarks can onlv leave us to re
solve ourselves in a state of chaos and hope that the
not distant future will provide us with a government
more able to govern us. Sir, vou cannot tell me that
a government comprised as this is, having these in-
stitutions to appeal to it for funds for the running
of them, cannot control and have a say in the admini.
~tration of the funds of these institutions just because
members of the Government have not got full
ministerial status.

Mr. COX: Nobody is saying that.
Mr. ALLDER: What is it that he said then,
Mr. Chairman?

Mr. COX: Mr. Chairman,—I have never said
that because members of the (Government have not
ministerial status, they have no say in the admin.
istration of the funds of the running of government
ingtitutions. T have already said that members of
the Government are not administrative officers. 1¢
questiong are brought to our notice in connection with
the running of a department, the member of Govern-
ment whose duty it is, can go. to the particular de-
partment and inwvestigate the matter and report to
the Government and then the Government can take
action. T did not say we cannot do anything.
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Mr. ALLDER: Sir,—When you are a member
of (Government, you are everything. You have to be
an officer, clerk, cantonnier, scavenger and every-
thing else. There is no line of demarcation drawn
in so far as administration. It ig not a question of
prying into anybody’s business; it is your busines:.
1t ig your duty to know how institutions under your
charge are running. It is not the duty of other hon-
ourable members to go and find out what is taking
place, but it is the duty of the member of Govern-
went concerned with the running of that Depart-
ment to see that nothing goes wrong. As I have sa.d,
it is not prying into anybody’s business; it is your
busine:s. There should be nothing secretive in the
administration of (Government so far as a Govern-
ment member is concerned.

Sir, just as you demand numerous reports irom
the educational authorities—some of them unneces-
sarily—why can’t you demand termly report. irom
these institutions that spend hundreds of thousands of
dollars of the taxpayers’ money so that you can he
made aware of what is going on there? Sir, why
can’t you delegate an official to go and look around
places like the Mental Hospital and make surprise
vigits? 1t appears as if after government ap-
point: a head of these institutions it is not really
interested in the running of that institution and
ii they are interested, they are interested on the
side which the big official is intere:ted. There
is still that short-sighted policy going on. This
Government is still perpetuating a system which
we expected its members would destroy. Sir,
things like what have been complained of will
continue to be done by these officials because nobody
questions them. They tell one another that they need
not be afraid of what they do as if they were in
England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales or Scandanavia
for that matter, because they are in the West In-
dies where the colonials are unaccustomed to power,
therefore, they can do as they like. This is what
honourable memberg on the Governmment Bench do
not realise. Sir, at the Mental Hospital over $13.000
was spent during last year on provisions, food, ete.
How, therefore, can Government permit the Sister
Tutor with the duties attached to her office to go out of
her way to rear turkeys and ducks—the loveliest in
the island—with the aid of an unfortunate patient
who goes around the institution to gather wp the
patients’ meals to feed such stock? This lady is then
permitted to sell this stock outside the institution.
1 feel that the administration of this institution
should not permit this thing to be done. This is
something which the member of (Government con-
. eerned should go around and investigate,k Sir, if this
institution were run by private enterprise, it hav-
ing over 600 per:ons to feed daily, do you think that
the management would not he interested in the swill?
Do vou think the management would allow persons
whom they are paying to do other work? Do yon
think this lady should be allowed to keep a farm
there? What is more, she pays a shilling a month
to a patient to use his or her skill to go around the
institution to pick away from a weaker patient his
meal which he may not have eaten readily. If you
congider that the population of that institution is
at present between six and seven hundred, you can
imagine the difficulty of feeding the peopie there and
how costly it is to the taxpavers. You are bound to
reason that out of that number of people there vou
should obtain so many hundred pounds of refuse per
week which could go towards the raising of so many
nig . pouliry and other livestock for the use of the
institution. With proper administration, vou will
zee that all the refuse from that institution goes t~

the feeding of this stock and at periodical intervals
you will slaughter some of this stock and send it back
to the kitchen to provide food for the stomachs of
the patients. By this means you will be creating a
saving and will be easing the hard-pressed taxpayer.

The honourable senior member for St. Michael
suggested to honourable members that if they heard
«nything wrong going on at Government institations
they should inform the Colonial Secretary. Sir, why
wast I go to the Colonial Secretary ; why must 1 take
that course to give evidence when there is this Cham-
Ler for me to express the things which I feel should
be aired. The honourable member thinks he is smart;
he wants to reduce our position. Government, cer-
tainly, has already reduced our status but we want o
save the little that remains. Sir, all sorts of com-
plainty come from the servants attached to that in-
stitution. They tell me: *‘Can’t you feel for people
like ourselves?”’ ‘‘Why should you allow this Eng-
lish Matron to treat us like that?’’ ‘‘Can’t you see
that the representative who pretended to represent
this kind of employee allowed himself to be bullied by
the indiscreet patronage and concessions which they
gave him and to which the Government agreed?’

Dr. CUMMINS: [ rise on a point of order, Sir.
Honourable members have been asked over and over
again in this House not to attack the character of
officers and Civil Servants. They are placed in a posit-
ion where they cannot defend themselves. The honour-
able member knows this and yet is making attacks on
the character of these people. _

Mr. ALLDER: Sir,— The only authority in this
island that can attack the character or can remark
on the behaviour of Government employees is parlia-
ment; and if there be cause, it should be done with-
out fear or favour. This House of Assembly is the
only correcting body that thig island has for em-
ployees of Government. I wag stating what is a fact
when I referred to the concessions which were gran-
ted to that particular officer. This officer gave other
employees the impression that they were treated well
and that he represented them well.

Mr. BARROW : Sir, some time ago, this House
passed a resolution to authorise that certain allow-
ances be paid to certain subordinate staff at the
Mental Hospital and the General Iospital. It in-
cluded housing allowances for attendants at the
Mental Hospital who are also entitled to furnished
yuarters. but owing to the fact that the accommoda-
tion at this imstitution is so hopelessly inadequate for
these attendants, nurses and other employees, the
Government in its wisdom on the recommendations of
the Whitley Council has seen fit to grant these housing
allowances varying from $208 to $275 to the Head
Attendant and other attendants there. It raises an
interesting point because I would like to know M.
Chairman, why the Government in granting these
allowances for furniture in this resolution on a basis
of 2% percent of the salary of the particular officers
who are appointed on agreement did not grant, a sim-
ilar allowance to these other ordinary officers at the
same institution? Sir, why should the Government
diseriminate with officers on agreement and ordinary
officers at the Mental Hospital? These ordinary
officers are also entitled to free furnished guarters,
they are pald an allowance in recognition of that faet,
but no mention of these is seen in this resolution.
We only see mention made of officers on agreement
who are two or three people whom as the honourable
junior member for the City sucgestell, must have
auarters of some comfort and must necessarily have
furniture. Tt raise® an interesting proposition be-
catise T am wondering whether the Division TIT
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people, such as the Head Male Attendant and other
employees in that category are not justified in using
thig resolution as a springboard for addressing their
claims for furniture allowance as well. Are thes:
officers of Division L1I supposed to squat on the floor:
I feel what is good for one ig good for the other.

Sir, 1 entirely agree that we cannot afford to
provide furnished quarters at the Mental Hospitai
for all those people who are entitled to them. We
know why Government has not obtained them.
Obviously, it is because Government would have to
indulze in capital expenditure of comsiderable pro-
portions for employees who prefer their present con-
cessions, but when it comes to providing quarters for
officers such as those under agreement, it i a different
matter entirely, becau e those officers usually prefer
to have government quarters rather than to pay house
rent, outside and the number of buildings whiech the
Government would have to erect for these officers 1s
not really prohibitive. It is understood to be thz
orders of the day in this place that officers in the
category of those under agreement should have
quarters provided for them and the subordinate mem-
bers prefer to get allowances rather than have quart-
ters. However, if these subordinates are also entitled
to free furnished quarters, would not they be entitled
to furniture allowanceg in like manner as the other
officers? This is the one problem which presents ii-
self to me.

Sir, 1 would like to take this opportunity of draw-
lug another matier to the attention of the mtroducer
of this resolution although I notice that the honourable
member is not in his place. It has been brought to my
attention that the Farm Superintendent of the
Mental Hospital has not been given housing allowance
when this allowance was given to the other atten-
dants. Government has it on its programme that
the Farm Superintendent should be provided with
free guarters and to the best of my knowledge from
the time that the resolution which provided allow-
ance; for the other attendants at this institution was
passed up to now, the quarters for the Farm Super-
intendent have not been built. That particular officer
is living in bachelor quarters in which the Head Male
Attendant and other officers of that category spend
their spare moments. He i3 getting no house allow-
ance while the Head Male Attendant and the other
attendants are getting housing allowances. Sir, the
Farm Superintendent ig the one person who has to
attend to cattle—calves, goats and pigs-—at all hours
of the day and night, and he has received no recog-
nition by Government for this allowance. I under-
stand the reason for this lack of comsideration is be-
cause the Head Male Attendant and the other attes-
dant: were represented at the Whitlex Council but
because the Farm Superintendent is recognised to
be a specialist officer, he was not so represented. This
it something which the Head of that Department
should check and regulate and bring to the notice of
Government. T hope the honourable Junior Member
for St. Thomas would investigate this matter.

Mr. BRANCKER came into the Committee and tock
his seat.

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I have not
risen to answer anything which the honourable seu-
ior member for St. Philip or the senior member for
St. George has +aid though, T may say that they have
said some ridiculous things. T only rise to ask leave
to withdraw this head from the resolution —— Head
XXIIT (3} Menta! Hospital — in view of all the
criticims.  Before bringing it back to the House 1
will make investigations which T promised to do
earlier. (Hear! Hear!)

There being no objection, leave was granted the
honourable member.

De. CUMMINS: I now beg to move that the
Chairman do now report progress and ask for leave
to sit apgain.

Mr. COX seconded and the motion wa; agreed to.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair and reported ae-
cordingly.

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,—I beg to move
that this House do now adjourn for half an hour.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
to and Mr. SpEARER adjourned the House accordingly.

On re-assembling,

Mr. SPEAKER: When the Ilouse adjourned,
1t was in Committee of Supply.

Mr, Speaker left the chair and the House re-
sumed Committee, Mr. Smith being in the Chair.

Head XXIII (8)—Maternity Hospital

Hlead XXI1L (8) Maternity llospital, was called.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Head
XX1II (8) Maternity Hospital, stand part.

Mr. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Sir, It is true that there is
no particular way for the framing of the notes to
these supplementary estimates, but while that may
be true and for any honourable member to bantexr
with words like the accompanying notes to this heaa
would probably be a waste of time, yet 1 must draw
this note to the notice of this Chamber. It reads as
follows:— “‘The linen and bedding at the Maternity
‘‘Hospital have been reported as being in a serious
“‘state of disrepair. The majority of the articles
‘*have been in wuse since the Hospital opened in
“January, 1948, and replacements are now required
“‘at an estimated cost of $1,430. No provision for
‘“‘this expenditure was made in the Estimates for the
‘‘current financial year.”’

Nobody really wants to seriously criticise the-
Government for thig sort of thing, but Sir, there must
have been somebody in charge of that institution to
see that the bedding was getting in a bad condition,
and certainly, it should have been reported on befor:
it got to this serious state of disrepair, if bedding can
he repaired. Several people use this Maternity Hos-
pital and it is very likely that wear and tear would
occur.  The note states that the linen and bedding
have been reported as being in a serious state of dis-
repair. T think this wording can never apply though
it is not my intention to banter with words, but
surely it 1s alwayvs feasible to come to this House
and get supplementary estimates for a purpose like
this, Government knowing too well that no honour-
able member of this House would vote against it.
Assuming that thig bedding was getting too bad for
further use since last October —possibly mueh longer
than that-—a supplementary vote for these require.
ments has not been brought down until now. T
think it is high time that matters like this should be
dealt with more expeditiously.

Mr. VAUGHAN: This type of thing is disgrace-
ful. Sir.  After five years, during which time the
linen and bedding at the Maternity Hospital were
used, it has now been brought to the notice of the
House to ask for replacements. One can imagine
the state of things at that in-titution during the past
vear and the discomfort that was caused to those who
were compelled to use it

Sir, while on this point. I would remind the
House that it is five years since Colonial Develop
ment and Welfare established this Maternity Hos-
pital and T take this opportunity to appeal to Gov-
ernment to take a leaf out of the book of that
organisation and establish several other of these
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hospitals in this community. I feel the time has
come to do so. This institution hag proved very
valuable since its inception. 1 happen to know how
young mothers who have made use of it feel about
it but this single centre is insufficient for the nee:is
of the entire community owing to the fact thut
there are distriets in the rural areas which ecan
very profitably benefit from a Maternity Hospital.
‘When we think of the infantile death rate in this
colony which is aectually the highest in the world,
we must think of institutions like this, because we
know that since this Maternity Hospital was insti-
tuted it has cut down that unsatisfactory state of
affairs and I am sure that the multiplication of ho.-
pitals like this must have a further effect on lessening
this death rate in the community. I therefore, am
really appealing to Government to think seriously
of muliplying institutions like this. I feel they are
more profitable to this community than the $200,.
000-Fire Station that we voted to erect. Many ot
the building programmes like this Fire Station are
not as essential as more of these Maternity Hos-
pitals. I see in the FKive Year Plan the sum of
$150,000 set down for the erecting of a new par-
liament building, but that is not as essential ax
these social institutions, therefore 1 will ask to
forget all about that building and ereect more
Maternity Hospitals. Projects like a new parlia-
ment building are out of the question. Instead of
spending money on building programmes like that.
use some of the money earmarked for those ven-
tures on the building of social institutions like this
Maternity Hospital.

Mr. LEWIS: Just a word to let the honourable
junior member for St. Lucy know that so far as |
am aware, Government has eircularised all Heads cf
Departments asking that they make out estimates for
the requirements of their Departments in time to be
put in the Annual Estimates and to try and avoid
as far as possible their having to apply for a sup-
plementary estimate. It has also been stated in the
Five Year Plan.

However, Sir, this is capital expenditure and it
is something that you can budget for annually. You
can know that your linen and those sort of things
are wearing — their life is not indefinite — and youa
should put in the Annual Estimates a certain amount
for replacements. Certainly, an item like this
should mnot be one that the Governnient shoula
accept in the middle of a financial year. Somebody
is slacking; somebody i1s not doing their work
properly. Thig is not an item which should come
to the Heuse in June on a supplementary estimat -
When we pass this, it is encouraging the peo-
ple whose job it is to look after this matter of this
sort. Do yon want the people to go there and do not
get a mattress or bed linen to rest on? It is a place
where children are given birth to and we know that
young children destroy bedding and things of that
sort. We are aware that we must replace these
things by degrees and because of that the Maternity
Hospital should have a certain amount in the Annuei
Estimates for normal replacements of these furnish-
ings. T condemn this vote at this time coming as it
does under a supplementary estimate, but it seems to
me that it is just a waste of time. Just fancy, we
have this vote to deal with although we have not in.
creased the accommodation at the place.

The question that Head XXIII (8) Matermty
Hospital, stand part was then put and resolved in
the affirmative without division.

Head XXVIII—Subsidies and Grants

Head XXVIII, Subsidies and Grants,
called.

Dr. CUMMINS: 1 ‘beg to move that Head
XXVIII, Subsidies and Grants, stand part.

wWas

Mr. Cox: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, it seems to m=2
tnat 1f you start anything at all and ask Governmens
for a contribution it is afraid to say no. Government
1; absolutely afraid to say mo to the giving of con-
tributions and to things of this sort. [ am not say-
ing that the provision of a new building for the
Mycological Institute as has been recommended by
the Commonwealth Agricultural Bureaux is not a
good thing because as soon as you use the word ‘agri-
culture’ no matter what it is about, Barbados is
going to subsecribe to it.

Sir, if you look at the amount voted under sub-
sidies and Grants in the Annual Estimates, you wiki
see that it is a considerable amount and every year
that sum increases owing to the fact that the items
under that head are increasing. 1 feel that a good
vase shovld be made out before Government agrees
to subscribe to things of this sort. Not long ago,
we started some farm in Trinidad and British Guiana
who at first agreed to make a contribution to it, had
the guts to say afterwards that they were not going
to do so. As g result, this colony had to take over
more of the expense. Now we have the Common-
wealth Agricultural Bureaux Conference in 1950
recommending for the provision of a new building
for the Mycological Institute owing to the Iinade-
quacy of the present accommodation and we are
asked to contribute towards the cost of the building
in the -came proportions as we contribute to thai
Bureaux. What I am stressing is that every now
and then we are asked for contributions to these var-
ious institutions and every other sort of thing and
it seems to me that whatever comes up, that the Bax-
bados Government is the first to agree to contribute
to it. I hope that we will get some benefit from thic
cause. In the meantime I will look up the Annual
Estimates and tell you the amount which is voted
under the Head, Subsidies and Grants.

Mr. WILLTAMS: Sir, when this House was
dealing with this Head, Subsidies and Grants in the
Annual Estimates, I pointed out that it was taking
up a great deal of our revenue. I am one of those
people who feel that Barbados in its small position
cannot afford to contribute to every international
organization that ig started. We may be ambitious but
ambition must be limited to commonsense and in
keeping with our revenue. If T may be allowed to
2ive an instance, I am very worried over our subsidy
to the University College of the West Indies which
must necessarily be our national adjunct to nation-
hood. When that institution was first started our
contribution was small but recent inereases have
put our econtribution to a very big figure.
Elarlier this vear we also made contribution to the
Caribbean Farm Institute and to some International
Airport Convention at Seawell, T feel it is time that
these subsidies should be carefully watched becanse
with our limited revenue we have a number of things
to be done and when these international bodies ge:
in touch with our Secretariat, the officers of that
Department should be bold enoucrh to decline joining
in these schemes so as to avoid thls increasing expen-
diture. Barbados cannot afford to join every inter-
national organisation. Tt is not a country like Bgypt,
India or Pakistan.

Mr. ALL.LDER: T think this Government should
take a leaf out off the book of the Government of
British Guiana in this respect. T notice a lot of inter-
national bodies to which we contribute, that British
Guiana tells them that it is not mtere%ted and if
that country is foreed to contribute, it contributes a
neghglble amount. Schemes like this which thig Gov-
crnment is subsidizing should be subsidised by tha
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Sugar Producers Federation because the mstive
behind all ventureg of this sort is to help facilitate
the Sugar Industry. Since the Sugar Producers
Association of this Island has been amalgamated
with the Sugar Producers Federation or the
West Indies and have recently even gone furthur
afield and have merged themselves with an ianter
national body, I am sure that the facilities and
the technical advice which the association now
gets for nothing from the Barbados Governuent can
help the others. T'hey therefore shouid decide to pay
for some of these tnings which this Government is
called on to pay. Certainly this Mycological Institute
is of no particular interest to the colony.

Instead of contributing to these organisations
here and there, T would contribute—say for agricul-
tural purposes—to the Peasants’ Loan Bank so that
peasants could get the benefits of the money tnat it
subsecribed to that Bank. That money could be spent
in employing another agricultural inspector to advisa
and encourage peasants to till every square foot pos
sible of their land and in certain cases, where neces-
sary, recommend certain peasants to the Department
for assistance. We should strive to grow more food
in this island. Some poor peasants who own a quarter
or half acre of land find it difficult to till their plot
although they are willing to do so, but they have not
the initial amount to start cultivation. If thrs
Government supply a few more agricultural
inspectors, these inspectors would be able to urge
these peasants to till their land, and would be in a
position to offer them advice and to recommend to
Government those who mneed some assistance. Of
course it may be said that the Peasants’ Loan Bank
nelps in this respect, but although we have extended
the scope of this Bank recently, there is still some
difficulty for some peatants to obtain a loan and some
of them do not think about it at all. I would like
to see it made so simple that every peasant could
obtain a loan so that every bit of agrieultural land

in the island could be tilled.

Certainly, this contribution to the Common-
wealth Agricultural Bureaux is necessary, but cer-
tainly the Sugar Producers Federation should be
making it available. Sir we have to overhaul our
expenditure in matters like this and get down to
brass tacks. Let us face fact:. The honourable jun-
ior member for St. Luey said so and I say so too. The
future looks gloomy and we should plan so that we
can meet it successfully. All these little bodies that
we are serving here and there, other governments are
trying to rid themselve: from serving. I feel that
this Government should refuse to consider some of
these little useless bodies like this with which we are
confronted in this resolution.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, as promised, [
kave looked up the amount voted under the Head,

‘Subsidies and Grants, for the current financial vear

and the amount voted under it is $378,266, which is
an increase of almost $51,000 over the previous vear.
Not only that, but we are contributing $2,400 al-
ready to the Commonwealth Agricultural Bureaux
this vear. TIf the honourable cerior member for St.
John thinks that this is a little body which thig
Government is contributing to he iz wrong.

Mr. ALLLDER: Mr. Chairman, in answer to tha
remarks of the honourable junior member for the
City. T will fust make this point. T think this is a
matter which we can help the Government by our
vote. What T mean is that members of the Govern.
ment might not be wishful of grantine some of
these contributions. but might be reluctant to sav
g0. If we take our business seriously. we can help
Government by not voting for some of these thin, s
~which we think are unnecessary. If the Government

feels itself obligated to bringing down these subsidies
and grants, we can help by refusing to support
everything. Mr. Chairman, I am going to ask
honourable members to make up their minds on this
supplementary vote of $672 to the Commonwealth
Agricultural Bureaux and see whether any harm
would be done to this colony if we refuse to grant
it. If they arrive at this eonclusion, which is my
opinion, I am asking them not to vote for it. I now
formally move that this item be deleted.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, in spite of what
1 have said I am appealing to the honourable Senicr
member for St. John and other honourable members
who may view the matter in the same light as he to sez
that this $672 is needed for capital expenditure to
provide for a new building for the Mycological In-
stitute in Trinidad. If this $672 which this island
ig called on to contribute will help to ereet a new
building, let us hope that we will get something om
of it to justify the $2,400 that we contribute every
year towards the Commonwealth Agricultural Bureau.
This $672 will not be recurrent; it is for capital
c¢xpenditure; therefore, since it is for that purpose,
I am prepared to vote for it. 1 however hope that
honourable members of the Government wil] keep
their eyes open on these kind of things and dissent
to some which they think this island will not stand
to benefit from.

Mr. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, T think my co.
league is taking too many things for granted and
would help this Committee if he gave more inform-
ation than what is stated in the notes. T would like
Lim to tell this Committee: (1) If Government is
satisfied that this Mycological Institute is of benefit
to Barbados; and (2) if he is satisfied on the basix
on which this contribution is Leing made.

Dr. CUMMINS: Well Sir, I have been asked
it (overnment is satisfied that an institute of this
sort would be of use to Barbados and I can only say
that Barbados is an agricultural community it hav-
ing only sugar and a few potatoes, yams and eddoes.
Therefore, T feel that anything which will go to the
improvement of agriculture and to the development
of the erops would be of benefit to Barbados. 1
heard the colony of British Guiana was mentioned
by one or two honourable members in comparison
with the attitude of this colony towards contributing
to things of thig sort but I will tell them that
British Guiana hag its diamonds, gold, bauxite and
other things and even a continental destiny but
Barbados has no such minerals nor a continental
destiny—it has only sugar. Therefore if British
(Gluiana can afford not to contrikute to things of this
sort, it must be remembered that British Guiana has
something else on which to flall back. I feel Bar-
bados should support this Commonwealth Agricul-
tural Bureaux. As has been said by the honourable:
juntor member for the City this supplementary vote
of $672 is for capital expenditure and is based on
the proportion which this colony is called on to
contribute along with other colonies within the
bureaux. According to a note which T have here the
Bahamas, Barbados, Bermuda, British Guiana, Brit-
ish Honduras, Gold Coast, Jamaica, Kenya. Sierrs
Lieone, Trinidad and the Windward Islands were
cireularised on this matter. The eapital cost of the
Mycological Institute is estimated at $50,400 and
Barbados is called on to subscribe $672.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, the contribution
is on the same basis as the annual contribution which
we are making to the Commonwealth Agricultural
Bureaux. The contribution which we are now called
on to contribute is towards a building which ig to
be built in the West Indies and for that reason also,
I am willing to vote for the amount. The only thing
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about this matter is that it is not a case that the
Myecological Institute has not a building for this
this purpose. According to the note, this Bureaux
Review Conference in 1950 recommended the pro-
vision of this new building owing to the inadequacy
of the present accommodation. I have seen this
place and it has a lot of room to all appearances.
But of course, T am not a technical man. I do not
know if it is a lot of room for that purpose.

Sir, while on this matter, I would like to draw
to your attention that I notice that the Sugar I[n-
dustry is now getting the Regional Economic Cown
mittee to choose delegates to send to the forthcoming
Commonwealth Conference about sugar and the
Sugar Producers Association will not be contributing
anything directly to that conference. Therefore
there is something in what the honourable senior
member for St. John said a few minutes ago when
discussing this matter. Sir, the sugar industry ip
this eolony has been on a sound footing for many
years now and this colony is very generoug to the
industry by allowing in taxfree everything which
1s imported for its upkeep. This COflony Is even
providing for the rehabilitation of factories which
are going out of production. Now that the Com
monwealth is holding a Sugar Conference it ig the
Regional Economic Committee which is choosing the
delegates and not the West Indies Sugar Producers
Association. I suppose that it will be elaimed that
something will benefit Barbados as a result of thas
Conference. .

The guestion that Head XXVIT, Subsuhgs and
Grants, stand part was then put and resclved in the
affirmative without division.

Head XXIX,—Miscellaneous Services
Head XXIX, Miscellaneous Services, was called.

Dr. CUMMINS: I Dbeg to move that Head
XXIX, Miscellaneous Services, stand part.

Mr. COX: 1 beg to second that. .
Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I would lk:

to know from the Government Bench why Govern-
ment hag allowed an association which pays 13
manager between $400 and $500 per month to
occupy offices in a government building without
paying one cent. That particular association occu-
pies valuable space at the Customs. T am told th.;a‘t
this association does not pay one cent for rent while
Government pays a high rent for a property which
it occupies at White Park for Old Age DPension
Offices. Sir, why should not this association be asked
to pay something for the space it is occupying at
the Customs? Space at the Customs is very valu-
able. That association formerly occupied space in
the Central Foundry Building which was destroyed
by fire and since that fire that office was removed to
the Customs. I take it that this association is not a
government concern, Even although Government may
have given it some kind of sympathy during the war
vears; and did assist it then with free offices, now
that there is peace—in this part of the world—this
association is still permitted to oecupy free govern-
ment offices. Sir, I want honourable members to realise
and the Government especially, that office space at
the Customs House is very valuable space and that
this assoeciation should either be asked to pay rent
or to get out.

The question that Head XXIX, Miscellaneous
Services, stand part was then put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

Head XX X~—Income Tax and Death Duties

Ttem 15 (new) Office Equipment and Furniture
$100.00.

Dr. CummiNs moved seconded by Mr. Cox that
the Head stand part, and the guestion was put and
agreed to without division.

Head XXXII—Highways and Transport

Item 38 (a) (new) Repair shop tools and equip-
ment. (b) (new) Normal running spares for

heavy equipment. Item 47.
and Victoria Bridges

Dr. CusmMINg moved seconded by Mr. Cox that
Head XXXII stand part.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Chairman,—I am speak-
ing on Item (a) in which $1,000 is being asked for
tools. I remember that early last yvear during con-
sideration of the Estimates I asked that the Govern-
ment seek to get a proper supply of road repair tools
as year after year seasonal mnemployment becomes
greater, and especially during dry years. It i»
absolutely imperative that there should be a reserve
stock of such tools so that workers in the country
districts can be employved when agricultural work
becomes slack, and they find themselves working
perhaps only two days in 5 week. If the necessity
arises to start an unemployment scheme for those
normally employed in the agricultural distriets it
cannot be put into effect unless the tools are there
One of the chief means of employing that type of
labour is in road repair work, and there are many
roads in the island which need repairing and recon-
struction. Lack of tools is an effective barrier to
any additional employment. 1 think that the sum
of $1,000 which is asked to be voted is too small for
what T envisage. [ am asking Gtovernment again to
consider seriously the purchasing of a good stock of
road repair tools—picks, chovels and such tools as
cantoneers use,

Year after year seasonal unemployment in-
creases because the necessity for work in the labour
market increases. Industries are not increasing at
any rapid rate. As a matter of fact, with so many
factories going out of production there will be several
hundreds of people who formerly would be employed
throughout the year, thrown on the labour market.
But for the little rain that we have just got the
situation would be pretty acute, (A MEMBER: In
what way?) A Government Member asks in what
way: Cannot he iIn his position envisage it? TIs he
not convinced daily about the lack of employment?
In all the agrienltural districts as soon as the erop
i¥ over you hear serious complaints about the lack
of employment. It is a seandal to hear a membex
of the Government ask in what way the situation,
would be acute, and talk about unemployables. Ten
years ago he would not have made such remarks. The
only umemployables are in gaol, or perhaps on the
Executive. However, I am warning the Govermment
to prepare so that when the situation beeomes acute
they will not be found wanting. It is better to give
people employment than to give them a subsistence
dole.

I remember seeing in the Five Year Plan that
expenditure of nearly a million dollars on roads was
recommended by the Director of Highways and Trans-
port, and Government, mistakenly in my view,
reduced that proposed expenditure considerably. 1
repeat, Mr- Chairman, that it is necessary to keep
in reserve a good stock of road repair tools in order
to provide work for people when the crop season
1s over, and especially when drought makes the
position more difficult.

Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Chairman,—The note sayvs
that when the Estimates for 1953—54 were being
prepared it was the intention to remove these items
from the Non-Recurrent Ttem No. 49 and include
them under (b) Other Charges (ii) 9peration and

!
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Maintenanee of Plant and Machinery as Recurrent
Expenditure. Although they were omitted from the
Non-Recurrent Item No. 49 their inelusion under
recurrent expenditure was inadvertently omitted and
supplementary provision of $4000 is therefore
required for the purpose.

In Appendix 7 of the Estimates reference is
made to the type of tool-—one D.2 Johnson Pile Driv-
ing Unit, one battery charger etc., but there is no
reference made to the type of tool to which the hon-
ourable junior member for St. John has referred,
tools which would be used in the repair of tenantry
roads. I am wondering if right now there is not a
shortage of that type of tool.

Mr. CITAIRMAN: I am appealing to members
at the lower end of the table to keep quiet.

Mr. BRYAN: As I was saying I am wondering
if there is not a shortage of the type of tool referred
to by the Honourable junior member for St. John.
The tenantry road programme has been entered upon
in St. Michael. Quite recently I visited the Eagle Hall
area and found-a very small gang employed there. I
made enquiries and found out that the gang was
small because of a shortage of tools.

Everyone will agree that the road repair pro-
gramme is an important item, and that it cannot be
efficiently carried out with a shortage of tools. We
have to look at it not only from the point of view of
the benefits to be derived by the people, but as the
honourable junior member for St. John has rightly
gaid, it would be by way of assistance in relieving
unemployment particularly in the period after the
erop. I am going to appeal to my colleague, the hon-
ourable senior member for St. Michael, to find out if
there is a shortage of that type of tool and if there
is, to see if some improvement cannot be brought about
by importation or otherwise so that we can facilitate
the drive we are making with our road programmnie.

Mr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Chairman,—I would like
to comment on Item 47—repairs to the Chamberlain
and Vietoria Bridges. The note says that the amount
of $5.000 provided in the Current Estimates has been
found insufficient to cover the repairs and mainte-
nanee whieh are required for the Chamberlain
Bridge alone. Supplementary provision of $1,000 is
required.”” T think, sir, that the time has come for
the Government to implement the proposal of com-
structing a third bridge to span the Constitution
River at a point somewhere between Fairchild Street,
River Road and Constitution, in order to divert some
of the heavy traffic from the two existing bridges. As
a matter of fact, sir, certain people who like your-
self have to use the Victoria Bridge are c¢onsiderably
inconvenienced by the delay and the eongestion of
traffie that has to cross the Vietoria Bridge alone.
With the increase of vehicular traffic in the colony
the Victoria Bridge is in itself incapable of handling
the flow of traffic at a reasonable rate which is di-
verted to it when the Chamberlain Bridge is swung.
Moreover. even pedestrian traffic is often more thau
these two bridges can cope with satisfactorily.

To implement the proposal to which I have ref-
erred would do no harm. On the contrary it would
save a lot of extra burden which these two bridges
are now called on to bear. Tf we are now spending
$6,000 a year to maintain and repair the two exist-

ing bridges it can be rcadily seen how heavy is the |

traffic which must pass over these two bridges. T am
sure that these two bridges, as originally constructed,

were not meant to bear anything like one half of the |

amount of traffic which they now bear everyday. No
one could have envisaged then that pedestrian and

vehicular traffic would have increased to the extent |
that it has within the last 15 or 20 years. So I think |

that both in the interest of prolonging the life of
these two bridges, and facilitating the public we
should seriously consider the spanning of another
bridge at a point higher up.

Someone has mentioned that we might uitilise the
old railway yard. As far as that is concerned 1 am
of the opinion that it is almost a criminal waste of
valuable land to use it for the purpose for which it
is now used, just crushing stone etc. However, sir, if
vou go on using the two existing bridges alone for
bearing all the heavy traffic that they now have to
hear yeu can expect something serious to happen
sooner or later, or to pay the cost of construecting one
of them in its entirety.

Mr. WILLTAMS: Mr. Chairman,—I think that
the point which the honourable senior member for
St. Philip has mentioned is a good one. As far as the
old railway yard is concerned, maybe the Govern-
ment might consider putting government buildings
there. I think, too, that the railway yard would be an
ideal spot for a bus terminal. The traffic position in
the City has become very acute, and I think it would
be worthwhile going into the suggestion that has been
made.

Mr. COX: Mr. Chairman,—There are one or two
points to whiech I would like to reply. The first is the
one made by the honourable junior member for St.
John. He spoke about shortage of tools at the High-
ways and Transport Department and he admonished
the (Government to purchase more tools for the pur-
pose of carrying out road reconstruction. My view
is that he has placed the cart before the horse. He
will remember that in the last Estimates, where ten-
antry roads are concerned, we voted $128,000. It was
made clear at the time that the Government could
not afford any more for that purpose. According to
the Five Year Plan it is proposed that expenditure
should .be over a period of five years. I think T am
correct in saying that the amount for tenantry roads
over the five year period, or may be a period of four
vears is something like $480,000. It is not good enough
to say that we must have more tools when in the first
place the money is not there for the employment of
the number which the honourable member envis-
ages. 1 am confident, Mr. Chairman, that the new
Direetor of Highways and Transport is doing a good
job indeed, and I am sure that every member of this
House who has had contact with him will agree wit2
me that he is a very efficient man, and we can reason-
ably assume that if he had wanted a greater supply of
tools he would have submitted a request to Govern-
ment for them. I am also sure that the Government
would have given favourable consideration to his re-
yuest.

As far as I can see, sir, this Department had a
surplus of tools. As far as T have been able to gather
there are tools lying around absolutely useless. The
former director just ordered and ordered. There was
a wasting of money in that direction. With the amount
of meney allotted to the department to be spent over
the financial year, the present Director feels that by
the end of thig vear that money will be exhausted.
Therefore, the question of getting more tools in order
to employ more people does not bear relation to the
programme of work which has been agreed to by this
House in the Estimates for 1953-54. To employ a
greater number of people for a shorter period would

' not in anyway help us.

T have not heard as my colleague has said just
now that the reason why a larger number of persons
has not been employed is because there is a shortage
of tools. Tf that is so, T have an appointment with
the Director to-morrow and I will gquestion him on
the point. But T am not convineed that it is so.
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What I aim convinced of is that the amount allocated,
with the vresent staff, will be all exhausted by the
end of the vear. Therefore, as far as I can see, it woula
be unnecessary, and In my opinion unwise to pur-
chase a greater number of tools for them to be thrown
one side for another six months or a year or so, there
being no need for them.

The honourable senior member for St. Philip
made a point about a better use of th: land in the
area of the old railway yard. I wonld like to tell
him that we all agree that that land has been wasted
for a long time, and there again the blame can be
attached to the last holder of the office of Director
of Highwavs and Transport. Since the new Di-
rcetor has conie he has recommended that that area
be developed and be used for siting of various gov-
ernment. offices for which we now pay rent. I think
that the Director has the plan made and perhaps
it is already submitted so that it will soon be before
the Government. Therefore I want to assure the
honourable mewmber that the Government is iu agree-
ment with the suggestion,

I do not know if there is anything more on whieh
I should reply. Honourable members know that until
quite recently the Chamberlain and Viectoria Bridges
were under the Head of Public Works. It is only
for this financial vear that it has been decided to
transfer them to the Department of Highways and
Transport.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Before the question is put,
sir, I want to say that while one has got to admire
the work of the new Director, T do not think that
any Government Servant would appreciate working
in an office and having vehicles being brake tested
in the yard below. I do mot think they will ap-
preciate it even if wvou use the modern standing test
machine. _

Mr. VAUGHAN: There are a few points to
which T would like to reply. The honourable senior
member for St. Michael, replying to me, made some
startling remarks. I hear some member on my right
saying soffo voce ‘‘eat him up’” but as T do not prae-
tice cannibalism T will not attempt it, and in any
case some meals are very indigestible. (Liaughter).
The honourable senior member for St. Michael asked
where is the money to come from. But all that we
have been doing this session is sanctioning legisla-
tion for the collection of more money.

Mr. ({OX: On a point of order, Mr. Chairman
I never asked where was the money to come from.
T said that we had agreed in the Five Year Plan to
the amount of money to spend on tenantry roads
over the five-vear or four-year period, and we voted
in this vear’s Estimates the amount to be spent for
this financial year. The honourable member seems
to be speaking from his imagination.

Mr. VAUGHAN: The honourable member said
that the money was not there. What have we been
imposing so muech taxation for? But the most
startling remark which he made, and the one on
which T was advised to ‘‘eat him up’’ was that if the
Director wanted more money he would have asked
for it. Who is controlling policy in this country, the
Government or the officials? Does the Director ad
vise the Government on their employment policy? Tt
is too ridiculous coming from members who hope
to achieve ministerial status in a short time.

. T am ¢lad to hear, Mr. Chairman, that tools are
idling. But what T am advocating is the putting
of these presently idle tools in the hands of present-
ly idle men. If the Government does that they would
be carrying out a very useful policy for the coun-
try.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—I would like to
make a few remarks relative to the two bridges. Hon-
ourable members will remember that the sidewalks
of the Vietoria Bridge were not well finished before
they had to be repaired, and the bridge on the west
side had to be repaired almost as soon as the other
one was completed. 1 am not blaming anyone. Do
not get the idea that I am eriticising any particu-
lar person. I am ecriticising the way in which the
bridges were repaired. 1 do not know who did them,
and 1 do not care. 1f the honourable senior member
for St. Michael has some pets I want to tell him to be
careful. If vou employ people to do a job it is foolish
to tell themr how wonderful they are because they
do it well. The Director is getting a good salary
and he should do a good job. He is getting a lot of
people to help him. As a matter of fact some of the
repairs were not done by the Department at all. I
hope that honourable members know that. T said I
do not care who did them.

I have suggested in this House years ago that
there is a method by which you ecan put asphalt
coating on the greenheart that you put on the
Chamberlain Bridge. I have seen that done myself.
I have told members of the Government so and I
wonder if they ever investigated it or passed on the
information. 'The Chamberlain Bridge, ( understand,
cannot take anything very heavy. There is a method
by which you can treat wood so that it looks like
macadamised road. It is carelessness. KEvery year
you have to spend money to repair that bridge, and
there are people making money out of it. It is not
done by the department. There are people who vir-
tually have a contract for repairing it and supply-
ing the wood. Tt is time that the Government looked
into the matter. These people put down the wood
and repair the bridge and before very long they
have to come back and repair it again. It can be
done in such a way that you do not get the water
seeping through it. The way it is done now looks
as if the water runs off; but what happens is that
it runs down between the holes and rots the
wood,

We have several Barbadians working in Curacao.
Ask them what the pontoon bridge down there is
like. And it takes traffic heavier than you ever get
in Barbados. What happens here is that inferior
material is put into the bridge.

Mr. Chairman there is another point that I want
te comment on. I do not like the idea of these tools
becoming recurrent expenditure. If honourable mem-
bers will look at the supplementary estimates for
these tools they will see that a colossal amount is
voted for them. Every year you have about two
supplementary estimates under this Head. If you
buy a tool to repair machinery I do not see why you
should regard it as recurrent expenditure. If you
follow the practice of regarding tools as recurrent
expenditure you will find that as soon as they are
used once they will be gone. [ sincerely hope that a
check is kept on these tools. I hope too that the
honourable senior member for St. Michael is right
and that there is a change of heart in this depart-
ment. T understand that there is a big spraying
machine that was bought and never used: a
wachine for spraying colas on the road. It is a serious
matter. The moment we transfer tools from non-
reeurrent and place them under recurrent it will
mean that the tools will disappear. It seems to me

that we are encouraging slackness. I hope that T am
mistaken.

Mr. COX: T would just like to inform the hon-
ourable junior member for St. Lucy that all brake
tests are now made at the Pine. None is made in
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the yard of the Department of Highways and Trans-
port at all.

Question that Head XXXII stand part was put
and agreed to without division.

HEAD XXXIIT—AIRPORT—Item 30. (New)
Aeronautical Telecommunications Equipment $1,728.

Dr. Cumuixs moved seconded by Mr. Cox that
Head XXXIII stand part.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman—I notice that
the amount of $1,728 under Ttem 30 is new expen-
diture. But in the explanatory note it is stated that
an amount of $1,728 was provided in Supplementary
Tstimates 1952-53 No. 28 for the purchase from the
Air Ministry of certain equipment for use at Sea-
well Airport. As the Crown Agents accounts were
not received before the end of the last financial year.
this amount could not be brought to account and
therefore lapsed. A revote is now requested.

There are two things that I would like to know.
The first is whether the equipment which has been
crdered has arrived, or whether it has been ordered
at all. A very interesting situation will arise if the
equipment has not been ordered because we may well
find that a few months hence they will comwe back
with another supplementary estimate for the same
$1,728. 1 also want to know whether the equipment
is really necessary. When they talk of this aero-
nautical telecommunications equipment it is all very
high sounding but I do not know exactly what they
mean. I do not know if the terms are used to dis-
guise the fact that soineone may want a telephone over
at the manager’s new house on the other side of the
road so as to be in contact with the control tower or
to telephone the fire tender. What they mean 1Is
diffienlt for me to understand with my limited expe-
rience of seven years, and we had all kinds of teler
communication equipment and all kinds of wireless
equipment. You might mean V.H.F. equipment
which is already installed in the tower at Seawell for
contact between Barbados and any aireraft that may
happen to be fiying. On the other hand, W. T. Com-
nunication—wireless telegraphy-—is done by Inter-
national Air Radio Ltd. and is not under the aegis
of the Controller of Aviation at Seawell at all.

I would like this explanation given in the note
to be more specific. We want to know what we are
spending money on. We only have one aireraft nere
—Miss Bim—and that does not belong to Govern-
ment. I do not know what new telecommunication
equipment means. It could cover a multitude of
sins. We would like some explanation as to what this
amount is for, whether it has been ordered and at
whose request.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,~—I have no tech-
nical knowledge of telecommunications; but I have
had sufficient experience in this House, particalarly
as regards Seawell Airport, to tell the honourable
member that since this amount in this item is not a
million dollars he should vote for it quickly or it
may reach that amount. /If vou add up the amount
for lighting the airport and the buying of equipment
that has not been used and now telecommuniecations
—1 thought we had all the communications that wers
necessary up there—I will tell the honourable mew-
ber to put his mind at, rest that if tomorrow they can
find other words to put on him they will be coming
back for twice the amount, and it will be voted too.

I would not like to say, sir, that there is a racket
up there. But with all the money for digging up the
cable wires, the lighting of the airport and all the
other things, there is only one thing that T can say:
They light the airport; but they cannot enlighten
the members of this House.

Mr. COX: Mr. Chairman,—I presume that the
honourable senior member for St. George will un-

derstand the list of items which I will read out. A
claim of $1,728 was received from the Air Ministry
in respect of the following:—

One G. 12 Transmitter.

One T.1403 Transmitter.

Two A.R. 88 Receivers for aviation.

One A.V.T. 22 ““B Modulator.

One Collins Transmitter,

Of these items, Nos. 1 and 2 were used by the
Director General of Aero-nautical Telecommunica-
tiong to construet a radio beacon at Seawell; but
the result was unsatisfactory, and a new beacon was
installed by Internmational Air Radio Ltd. and the
original one kept as a standby. Item 3 is included
in the list of the items owned by the Government
and used by International Air Radio Ltd.at Sea-
well. Nos. 4 and b are in such a bad condition that
they never left the Customg shed,

I may remind the Committee that this Resoiution
has already been passed by the House and it is now
merely the question of ‘a revote because the amount
lapsed.

Mr. BARROW: I am glad of the very frank
and shocking disclosures made by the Honourable
Senior Member for St. Michael. I am not concerned
with whether this is to be revoted or devoted, or
anything else. 1 do not know if the explanation now
given by the honourable member was given to the
House before. I am sure that if that explanation
was given honourable memberg would have asked a
few more questions about the matter. The honour-
able member has read out a list about transmitters,
modulators and that kind of thing. The only kind
of equipment they need is V. H. F. equipment in
the tower which, to the best of my knowledge is
adequate for the job which it is supposed to do.

I cannot remember all the figures on the list
which the honourable member read out. But as far
ag Item No 1 is concerned I understand that the
Director General of Aero-nautical Telecommunica-
tions constructed a beacon which was defective. What,
beacon do they mean, and what has that to do with
telecommunications? Then apparently although the
beacon is defective it will be kept for use as a standby.
The next thing is that items 4 and 5 are in such a
bad condition that they have never left the Cus-
toms shed. Why not sue the suppliers for a breach
of contract? Then we hear that International Air
Radie Litd. is using Government’s property at Sea-
well. How does that happen? International Air
Radio have the contract to supply all W.T. and
R. T. services throughout the Caribbean area. They
are supposed to supply not only the operators but
also the equipment. As a matter of fact we can-
not even question them on anything because they
are a completely independent organisation, They
have a monopoly for the services I have mentioned
in the Caribbean area and I believe they have
muscled into South America too. And here is an
admission by the Government that we are voting
money to buy equipment for International Air Radio
to use. The Honourable Senior Member for St.
Michael read out a lot of things about this and that;
but he is not confusing me.

Mr. COX: The honourable member is always
being unkind. He just cannot help being that
way. He himself wanted to know what the items
were, and now that T have read them out he says
I want to confuse him. He does it all the time.

Mr. BARROW: I am not confused. T wanted
to see the list. Honourable members have not been
granted the courtesy of a detailed explanation of
what telecommunications equipment means. When
T asked to see the list it is a secret file and this and
that and the other. The honourable member could
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have been courteous enough to write the names and
numbers of the transmitters on a scrap of paper so
that I could check up. But the things that struck
me most foreibly were that we are spending money
to buy equipment for International Air Radio to use,
and that we have purchased defective equipment
that has not yet left the Customs shed. If the Gov-
ernment is buying modulators etc. there must be
something wrong with the stuff up at Seawell. What
about the transmitter for the beacon? It might be
a W.T. beacon for direction finding. I do not know.
The only beacon T know about up there is the one
that flashes the blue and white alternating lights.
If it is a radio beacon why not say it is one and
some thing is wrong with it? Do not come in with
a lot of talk of telecommunicationg equipment. And
do not buy equipment for International Air Radio
to use. They are being paid to provide equipment
and we have perfect equipment in the tower for the
limited purpose of airport control.

The next thing I want to know is what is the
Direetor General of Civil Aviation got to do with
the matter that he should be telling that one of our
beacons is to be used as a standby. As far as 1
know the gentleman who exercises the function of
presiding genius at Seawell is the Controller of Civil
Aviation. No recommendation for spending this
money comes from him or from the Airport Com-
mittee. And if this beacon that is to be used as a
standby is a radio beacon for direction finding what
vonsolation would it be to an aircraft in distress
to know that the beacon 1is out of order?
These are rather shocking revelations, and I am
glad—even though I might have irriated the honour-
able senior member for St. Michael—that I did rise
to my feet and draw to the notice of the Committee
the reckless way in which the taxpayers’ money is
being spent.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Chairman,—I agree with
the honourable member that it does seem that we are
allowing International Air Radio to use equipment
of ours. For the ordinary purposes of the airport
there is equipment in the tower for ground to air
control. Long distance control is done by Interna-
tional Air Radio. From the information which the
honourable senior member for St. Michael read out
about becons they are presumably the type of direc-
tion finding beacon which gives a particular type of
code. When you pick up that type of code you can
know your position. If the type of beacon men-
tioned in thiy item is the one for direction finding we
are being asked to spend money unnecessarily.
Long distance control equipment should be provid-
ed by International Air Radio. Government seems
to be asking the House to vote money to buy some-
thing for people who have a contract to supply it.

As I have said, I do not want to add fuel to the
fire. I think that the criticisms of the honourable
senior member for St. George have been both lueid
and clear. It has been said that this is a revote
resulting from the faet that the Crown Agenty
accounts were not received. T think that most
honourable members will share the view that this

dealing with the Crown Agents is unnecessary
sometimes. We are creating a lot of specialised -

agencies—a West Indian Trade Commissioner ete.
I hope in course of time that all these Irish West
Indians that are talking about the appointment of
a Trade Commissioner—it reminds me of a group of
Irishmen trying to get together—I hope that when
the time comes and we appoint ;; Trade Commission-
er the stuff that we want will cease to come throagh
the Crown Agents so that we will not have these
payments of commissions, choking up of aceounts,
ete.

As regards the particular item we are discuss-
ing 1 think that an investigation should be made so

as to find out whether we are spending money as
regards International Air Radio or as regards the
control tower at Seawell. .

Mr. LEWIS: I would like to hear if what 1
said is correct. I would like to know if we will have
to pay for the defective equipment that has not left
the Customs shed.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman,—I have no tech-
nical knowledge along these lines nor do I have
access to the Government files on this matter. But
after listening to the honourable senior member for
St. George 1 think that we should approach this
matter carefully. If his disclosures are correct—
and I have no reason to believe that they are not—
hontourable members should evince a greater inter-
est and guard against any further wastage of money
at Seawell. Every now and again a large percent-
age of the taxpayers’ money is spent up therc.
Every other month more money is asked for. They
have much to do with internationals, people who
are accustomed to handling big things. My view is
that if the honourable senior member for St. Michael
feels as strongly about this matter as he has ex-
pressed himself he should do something to get the
item postponed so that a proper investigation can
be carried osut, and carried out by someone who is
impartial as far as things up there are concerned.

We caunot continue spending money like this
Just because we are a body of laymen who are sup-
posed to give our blessing to any resolution. And
then the Government Members always seem to be
only interested in getting through their Resolutions.
1t is not enough for a Government Member to say
that he has the job of handling a particular measure
in this Chamber and he must therefore use all his
efforts to get honourable members to support it.
One should go into these things in detail. We hear
too many reports of robbery of governments by
people who transact business with governments.

‘What about this defective equipment in the
('ustoms shed? Government has admitted that. The
information which Government members have should
be placed at the disposal of every member of the
House when Resolutions come down here. It should
not be that this information is secret and that only
Government Members should know about it. The
honourable senior member for St. Michael read out
a list of technical items which we know nothing about,
No detailed information is available to us. 1t ig try-
ing to keep us in perpetual ignorance of the adminis-
tration of the Government of this colony. We should
know details about these items-—the first cost, and
the cost after insurance, freight ete., are added. We
should know why they are to be replaced. We have
to aceept what they force down our throats. You do
not read it out.

Mr. MAPP: On a point of order, Mr. Chair-
man. to whom ig the honourable member referring?
He persists in breaking the rules of the House. He
seems to think that he can refer to anyone as hc
iikes.

Mr.
ber for

CHAIRMAN : The honourable senior mem-
St. Thomas would like to know to whom,
vou are referring.

Mr. ALULDER: ““You’’ is a term in general use.
1 was of course addressing the Chair. T want to be
cerious in this matter, Sir. If we make objections to
these things and still vote the money what is the
use? That would be assisting in sending things from
bad to worse. T hope that the honourable senior mem-
ber for St. George will lay more emphasis on his
criticisms by moving that the item he postponed. 1
can do no harm to postpone it for a couple days and
have it properly investigated, so that everyone will
be satisfied as to whether the expenditure is necessar:
or mot.




Py

JULY 14, 1953 203

Mr. BARROW: I merely want to say that 1
feel it is a profound discourtesy—it is true that we
do not get the full notes that members of the Gov-
ernment get—but T feel it is a discourtesy on the
part of members of the Civil Service to supply infor-
mation of the kind read out by the honourable senior
member for St. Michael as an explanation of the vay
in which this money ig to be speit. There are different
brands of transmitters—Benedix, Marconi, Pye, ete.
They are manufactured with certain numbers accord-
ing to the model and there is the registration number.
1 am sorry that my colleague is not in his place be-
cause he revels in these terms which have sprung up
in governmental circles. Instead of referring to them
by their names, we refer to them by code number.
When the honourakle membr read out one T so and
go. few knew that T stands for transmitter, and that
the number following after the T is not the Mark
of the Beast but the factory patent. Honourable
members want information in plain language. They
do not want to hear about T. 1403 or Eau de Cologne
547. They want to know if someone dropped a bucket
of sand on this transmitter by accident or some thing
like that.

It is either a discourtesy or the people who have
to make these notes do not understand the maiter
themselves. They must know what they are doing;
but they feel that if the notes are couched in vague
terms there is a better chance of the particular item
being agreed to by this Chamber. Fortunately when
they say modulator I know what it is. But other men-
bers of the House would like to know. IIow much
does it cost? Five pounds or five hundred pounds:
T do consider that there are certain things that need
Investigating such as the defective equipment in the
Customs shed, and International Air Radio being
mixed up with this business, and the Director (Generai
of Civil Aviation, two parties who have nothing to do
with the Barbados Government. Their names have been
mentioned as being instigators of part of this money
vote. I am asking the honourable member in charge
of the Resolution to accept a motion for the post-
ponement. of this particular Head. T now move
tormally that the Head be postponed.

Dr. CUMMINS: 1 am surprised to hear the
amount of argument that has taken place on this
matter. On January 13 this year this Resolution
was passed by this House. The whole resolution,
the addendum and everything else is the sane and
the same names were mentioned as have been mei-
tioned today by the honourable senior member for
St. Michael. It is nothing new. If it was a Resolu-
tion coming here for the first time I would under-
stand. It is a revote which is necessary because the
Crown Agents’ accounts were not received by Maren
31. But there is no more information that we can
add that we did not give on the last occasion.

Mr, COX: Mr. Chairman,—In view of the fact
that the honourable senior member for St. (George
hias requested an investigation I will promise him and
the committee that I will report the matter with
a view to having his request carried out. As soon as
possible T will report the result of the investigation.

The question that Head XXXTIT stand part was
put and agreed to without division.

Head XL — Waterworks — Item 1. Chief
Engineer $2,400 Ttem 15, Cost of Living Allowance
$39.00, was called.

Dr. Cumming moved seconded by Mr. Cox that
the Head <tand part.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—I understand

Vt’nat this Officer — the Chief Engineer of the Water-

works — is on contract. He has coms on eontract
to work for a certain amount. THe got an inerease.
o von mean to tell me that he gets cost of living

allowance on that too? 1f anyone signs a contract
to come and work for a certain amount it does not
sound right to me to tack on cost of living to the
contract price. After he signed the contract he asked
for more money and now we are paying cost of living.
In my view cost of living is included in the contract
price.

Mr. WILLIAMS': Mr. Chairman,—When these
salaries were being reviewed sometime ago the Resc-
lution dealing with them was introduced by the hon.
ourable senior member for St. Joseph who is not in
hi; place right now. He said that the Government
was more or less worried or had to make up its mind
whether to pay cost of living on the increased salaries
and they would have to make up their mindsy on
what to do. (A MEMBER: That is not correct).
I remember hearing the honourable senior member
tor St. Joseph put the position that way. The hon-
ourable junior member for the City is correct in
asking what is Government’s policy on the matter.
It is not good enough to say that two wrongs make a
right; that we have done it before therefore we can
do it again.

I am not singling out this particular officer who
everyone knows is doing a fine job. The honourable
junior member for the City is saying or rather ask-
ing in a general way what is the policy of the Gov-
ernment as regard; cost of living allowance on the
salaries of people on contract. It is a point that has
been in the air since the Turner Committee reported,
and the report was implemented. Surely the Gov-
ernment must be keeping th-e things under review.

Mr. COX : As honourable members can see, this
is a revote, the House having already committed it-
self to this amount for the officer in question. The
honourable Junior Member for the City said that
when the Leader of this House was putting through
this resolution he made a statement about the decis-
ion of the Government relative to cost-of-living allow-
ances but I am definitely certain Sir, the honourable
member is wrong in his view because I was the mover
of the resolution and 1 am definitely sure that the
honourable member was not in his place. This is the
position. When the Teader of the House was putting
through the Turner Report and the House queried
ac to the decision relative to the cost-of-living
allowances, the honourable Leader of the House in
reply stated (uite frankly that the Government had
not at that time taken any decision as to whether to
continue or discontinue these cost-of-living allow-
ances. That was a general statement whichs was not
applicable to any particular officer but was more or
less a statement of poliey.

Mr. WILLIAMS : Sir, 1 did not think the hou
ourable member would have questioned this state-
ment. [ am well aware of this matter. As a matter
of fact, | have at home on a file the whole debate and
the honourable introducer of the resolution who was
the Lieader of the TTouse making & general statement
on these cost-of-living allowances said that the Gov
ernment had not agreed whether it would continue or
discontinue them or what was the future poliey to all
cost of living, but that cost-of-living allowances would
be in abeyance until the Commissioner enquiring into
the other grades of the Serviece had reported. This
was when consideration was given to the Turner re-
commendations. Certainly when the Dos Santos Re-
port was considered, it adduced some more argu-
rent on cost of living owin to the honourable Junior
Member for the City asking te clarify the situaticn
on it. The position is that when the House consider-
2d the Turner recommendations the statement wag
made that cost-of-living allowances would be in abey-
ance until the Szlaries Commissioner had reported.
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Mr. LEWIS : Sir, it is in the Estimates that
these cost-of-living allowances were paid out. I am
not questioning the cost-of-living policy becauss
I know what it is. What vreally does matter
is that of all people in the Government the
Colonial Secretary and those officers who are
hired on contract are receiving this allowance.
1 am saying that T did not know that and there is no
way that I could have found it out. As you know,
cost-of-living allowances are voted to these depart-
ments under a lump sum. Now this case has eropped
up, I know that these people who are here on contract
are being paid more because they are also receiving
cost-of-living allowance. 1 did not know that these
particular people were treated like the normal Gov-
ernment servants. I did not think so. Now I know,
it is alright.

Mr. ALLDER : Sir, if I may be allowed to
speak. . .
Mre. COX : Sir, I gave way to the honourable

<unior Member for the City but I am not giving way
to the honourable Senior Member for St. John. Refer-
ence has been made by both the honourables Junior
Member for the City and the Junior Member for St.
Lucy on cost of living with regard to officers on con-
tract; therefore 1 feel it is right to draw to the attex-
tion of this Committee that so far as the policy of
Government in respect of cost of living is concerned,
the matter has not yet been fully decided, conse-
qaently, it has to be taken for granted that this
allowance applies to every officer in the Government.
The honourable Junior Member for the City singled
out a few officers for reference. He mentioned the
Comptroller of Customs, and the Income Tax Com-
missioner. Surely, he has forgotten that all the Medi-
cal Officers of the General Hospital are on contract
with this Government; so too the Medical Officer of
the Mental Asylum. They are all drawing cost of
living allowances. [ therefore accept the statement
by the honourable Junior Member for the City that
he did not know that these officers were drawing cost
of living allowances. I am glad to learn that he now
understands the situation.

Mr. ALLDER : Sir, when this gentleman was
brought out here, I as a member of that Committee
felt that he was coming at the salary of $800 per
month, as the honourable Junior Member for the City
has also said. Regardless of what happened locally
I felt that would be his salary until his contract had
expired. No suggestion was made when we were dis-
cussing his appoiniment then of paying him on the
same basis as other Civil Servanty here on contract.

(A VOICE): When that officer was appointed
1o Civil Servants were on contract

Mr. ALLDER : Sir, there was no suggestion
made of any increase in the salary or any concessions
for the period for which he was contracted. What
has happened is that the Executive has gone be-
yond their bounds and extended thigs cost of liv-
ing allowance and increase of salaries to people
who are here on contract. I do not agree with
the honourable Senior Member for £t. Thomas
when he said that because something might have
passed this Chamber on some previous oceasion that
if the matter happens to come back before this
Chamber, honourable members cannot take a stand
against it. It strikes me very forcibly that on a re-
commendation, it was agreed to increase this officer’s
salary to $800 a month and it further jrritates me
that after this handsome increase from the salary
which he was contracted for on the first oecasion that
we are now making provision for a cost of living
allowance on this amount. In my opinion, cost ot
living allowances should not be paid on salaries

sbove a certain figure. Cost of living allowances
spould oniy be paid to those people whose inconte
Gues not arord trem to live reasonably well, 1 think
w1s absurd to give a cost-of-living allowance to an
otheer who is drawing $800 per month ag salary. L
am going to suggest that when this officer’s contrac-
tural period is up within the next three years the
scheme for which he 1s contracted to carry out would
rot be half way because his post is too lucrative.
This officer is a man advanced in years and 1 doubt
whether any government other than the Barbados
Government would have offered him such a luecrative
salary.

(A VOICE): That is a joke.
is that this officer is doing a good job.

Mr. ALLDER: bSir, I have every reason to
believe that if it were agreed to extend the contract
c¢f this officer to an additional three years at his former
salary at the time when this new contract was made
cut, he would have accepted the contract.

Mr. VAUGHAN: The principle of a revote
really is one which honourable members should have
1.0 debate upon but I am in my right if I object to
this present vote because I remember quite well that
on the day that this matter was discussed by the House

The question

it was postpored until another day. It wa»
passed later on the very day it was post-
poned at a time when those who were opposed

to it were absent and because of that they
did not vote against it. I was one of those who
were opposed to it and the first time that I knew more
about it was when I read in the newspapers that 1t
was passed. It was passed by a select few who would
pass anything so long as it was brought down hy
Government.

AMr. CHAIRMAN: I  think the honourable
member ig going too far by your aceusation.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Sir, I personally can criticig:
this head of this resolution. I was opposed to the
granting of this salary of $800 per month to this
officer. I cannot see how a Labour Government can
with justification pay a cost of living allowance to any
officer of Government receiving more than $400 per
month. Cost of living should not be given to an
officer receiving more than $400 per month. This is
a seandal. Tlow can Government justify this to any
body of citizens whom they claim to represent? It is
a matter of impossibility to do so. I do not think
any other government in the British Empire would
have made such a ridiculous contract.

The question that Head XL, Waterworks, stand
part was put and vesolved in the affirmative, the
Committee dividing as follows —

Ayes : His Hoxour THE SPEAEER, Mgr. Marp,
Mg. WiLLiAMS, Mr. Barrow, Mr. TaLma, Mg, HoLbER,
Mg. Bryan, Dr. Cuomming and Mr. Cox.—9.

Noes : Mr. Lewis, Mr. J. C. MorrLEY, MRr.
VavgHAN, and MR. ALLDER.—4.

Dr. CUMMINS : T beg to move that this reso-
lution as amended for $24,946 do now pass.

Mr. COX seconded the motion which was agreed
te. .

On motion of Dr. Cumwmins, seconded by Ms.
Cox, the Chairman reported and Mr. SprAKER Tre-
sumed the Chair and reported the passing of one
resolution in commitee.

On separate motions of Dr. CuMMINS, seconded
by Mr. Cox, the Resolutions were read a first and
gsecond time and agreed to.

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that this House do now adjourn for three quarters
of an hour.
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Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
10 and Mr. SpeEakER adjourned the House according-

ly.
On re-assembling,

AMENDMENT FROM OTHER PLACE TO BILL
RELATING TO INCOME TAX AGREED TO

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker, There is one
.amendment from the Other Place to the Bill relating
to Income Tax. I am asking leave uunder Rule 262
to deal with this amendment now.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have to draw the attention of
this Honourable House to the Bill intituled an Aet to
amend the law relating to Income Tax which has been
sent back from the Other Place with an amendmer
and although at first sight this amendment might
seem to be trivial, yet it falls a breach of privilege
of this House this being a money Bill. 1 may point
.out to honourable members that this Bill passed this
House on the 19th May, 1953. It did not pass the
Other Place until the 2nd July, instant. Ordinarily,
it might have been possible for this Bill to be passed
by the Other Place before the 1st day of June, there-
fore doing away with the resultant amendment. As
1 mentioned already this Bill was not passed by the
Other place until the 2nd July, instant. It is still
my duty to bring to the Honourable House this
breach of privilege although I would ask honourable
members to waive their privilege.

Dr. CUMMINS : Yes Sir, I quite agree that
this being a money Bill ag such could not be amended
by the Other Place. However, I think this House
would agree to waive its objection in view of the fact
that this Bill was not passed by the Other Place until
2nd July instant, and as a consequence could not taie
effect in June. Sir, this is the only amendment—
this amendment to section 9,—which originally read
“not later than the thirtieth day of June one thous-
and nine hundred and fifty three,”” but which is now
amended to read ‘‘not later than the thirty-first day
of July one thousand nine hundred and fifty-three.”’

1 beg to move that this amendment be now read
a first time.

Mr. COX seconded the motion which was agreed
to.

On motions of Dr. Cumwminsg, seconded by Mz.
Cox, the amendment was then read a second time and
agreed to.

COMMITTEE RESUMES ON BILL MAKING
BETTER PROVISION FOR LOCAL
GOVERNMENT

Mr. SPEAKER : The next Order of the Day
is to resume Committee on the Bill intituled an Act
to make better provision for Local Government in
the Island.

On the motion of Dr. CuMMINs, seconded by Mr.
Cox, MR. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went
into Committee, MR. SMITH being in the Chair.

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, on the last
occasion, there were a few sections whiech were post
poned for further consideration; there wag also an
added section—Section 32—which was moved by the
‘honourable Senior member for St. George and
which was eventnally carried. I am going to
ask that Clause 32 be deleted im order to insert
the same clause with an addition as Clause 490.
The reason for this change in order is that this
clause deals with the disability of members of
Councils for voting on account of interest in con-
tracts. On the last occasion, a sub-clause of Clause 31,
“which wag sub-clause (e) was deleted. Tt dealt with

the disqualification from office of a person who has
any pecuniary interest, direct or indirect in any con-
tract with the Counecil and this Clause—Clause 52—
was inserted at that position. It is proposed to make
this Clause, Clause 40, because it is better situated
there, it dealing with disability of members of Coun-
cils for voting on account of interest in contrasts.
At this stage, I beg to move that Clause 32 be deleted.

Mr. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a point of
order. Clause 32 has already been passed. How do
we get back to it unlesg we re-commit it? I think the
bonourable member should move that Clause 32 be
re-committed.

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, if I be per-
mitted, I am asking leave to withdraw the motion
before the Committee in order to move that Clause 32
be recommitted.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
honourable member.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Clause 32
be recommitted.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
to.

Dr. CUMMINS: For the reasons I have just
given, T am moving that Clause 32 be deleted.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
to.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that, Clauses 33
to 40 inclusive be re-numbered Clauses 32 to 39.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
to.

Dr. CUMMINS: Now Sir, I beg to move that
the following be Clause 40. I think honourable mem-
bers have been supplied with copies. It deals with the
disability of members of Councils from voting on
account of interest in contracts. Tt will be remem-
bered that last Tuesday when this Bill was under
consideration in Committee, the honourable senior
member for St. George dealt with this clause but on
further consideration by Government, the Govern-
ment has added one or two sub-clauses.

Clause 40 reads as follows:—

“40. (1) If a member of a Council has any
pecuniary interest direct or indirect in amny contract
or proposed contract or other matter, and is present
at a meeting of the local authority at which the con-
tract or other matfer is the subjeet of consideration,
he shall at the meeting ag soon as practicable after
the commencement thereof, disclose the fact, and shall
not take part in the consideration or discussion of,
or vote on any question with respect to, the contract
or other matter:

Provided that this section gshall not apply to an
interest in a contract or other matter which a
memben may have as a ratepayer or inhabitant of
the area, or as an ordinary consumer of gas, electrie-
ity or water, or to an interest in any matter relating
to the terms on which the right to participate in any
service, including the supply of goods, is offered to
the public.

(2) Tor the purposes of this section a
member shall be deemed as having an indirect pecu-
niary interest in a contract or other matter if—

(a) he or any nominee of his is a member of a
company or other body with which the con-
tract is made or is proposed to be made or
which has a direct pecuniary interest in the
other matter under consideration; or

(b), he is a partner, or is in the employment, of’
@ person with whom the contract is made
or ig proposed to be made or who has a direct
pecuniary interest in the other matter under
consideration.

(8) In the case of married persons living
together the interest of one shall, if known to the
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cther, be deemed for the purposes of this section to
be also an interest of that other spouse.

(4) If any member fails to comply with
the provisions of sub-section 1 of this section, he shall
for each offence be liable on conviction by a court
of summary jurisdiction to a fine not exceeding two
hundred and forty dollars, unless he proves that
he did not know that a contract, proposed contract
or other matter in which he had a pecuniary interest
was the subject of consideration at the meeting.’’

Sir, the Government thinks that sub-clause 3
should be included and the reason is quite obvious.
Without it, a husband or wife, ag the case may be,
can transfer his or her interest to the other and still
go and take their seat on the Council well knowiny
what are the circumstances. This entire clause seeks
to prevent people who having a personal interest,
direct or indirect, in any contract with the Council
from voting. Sub-clause (4) of this clause is a penal
clause. On the last occasion, no penal clause was
considered.

I beg to move that this be clause 40 of thig Bill.

Mr. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: T just want to be clear on what
we are doing. The honourable member is moving
that the old Clause 32 with the two sub-clauses in-
serted by Government be re-numbered as Clause 40
of this Bill.

Dr. CUMMINS: That will be Clause 40.

The question that Clause 40 stand part was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Dr. CUMMINS: 1 beg to move that Clause 42
be recommitted.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed .

to.

Dr. CUMMINS: The reason for recommitting
this clause iy that on the last occasion that the Bill
passed this House, it was decided to increase the fine
relating to persons convicted under thig clause to
five hundred dollars. There must have been an omis-
sion in the reprinting of this Bill. T therefore beg to
move that in the penultimate line of this clause the
word ‘““one’’ be deleted and the word ‘‘five’’ be in
serted in its place.

Mr. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: I well remember that this amend-
ment was agreed to by the Committee on the last
occasion.

The question that Clause 42 as amended stand
part was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

Dr. CUMMINS: 1 will now go to Clause 52
which was postponed on the last occasion for further
consideration. When this Clause was dealt with by
the Select Committee before thig Bill was passed, the
Select. Committee recommended a proviso which was
agreed to but for some reason or other, it was not
inserted.

The proviso reads as follows:—
be a sanitary inspector, nurse or midwife, or dis-
missed from any such post except .with the ap.
proval of the Governor.”’

There are certain sections of this community
who feel that a proviso of this sort is necessary in
view of happenings from time to time at these
Vestries in the island generally. The people feel that
the Governor should be in a position to sanction or
act otherwise in the case of a dismissal of these per-
sons—sanitary inspectors, nurses or midwives. They
feel that although they have security of tenure that
a condition of this sort iy quite necessary. 1 am sure
that honourable memberg of this House will agree
with this proviso. T therefore beg to move that this
be the proviso to sub-clause (1) of Clause 52.

Mr. COX: In seconding thig motion, I should
like to substantiate what the honourable junior mem-

ber for St. Thomas has said. No doubt, the employees
of these various Vestries and the subsidiary boards
live in fear and trepidation all the days of their lives.
I too should like to say that quite a number of them
even a few from the good parish of St. Philip, have
asked me to do my best to see that some provision is
put in the Bill whereby their appointments and dis-
missals could be approved by the Governor. They
feel much safer in the hands of the Governor than
the present employers or even the future emplgyers
who will beccome members of these various Councils.
No doubt Sir, we have had a few glaring examples
recently, the latest of which was one of the most
highly qualified sanitary inspectors of this island who
is trying to further his studies with a view to giviuyg
this island the benefit of his knowledge . . . .
Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am sorry to interrupt the
honourable member, but it strikes me that you are
trying to make another second reading speech. 1 will
ask the honourable member to speak on (flause 5Z.
Mr. COX: 1 am always willing to obey th2
Chair. T will not say anything more.
The guestion that Clause 52 stand part was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.
Dr. CUMMINS: | beg to move that Clause 87
be recomitted.
Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
to.
Dr. CUMMINS:
ing be Clause 87 :—
It deals with the method of estimating incone
for purposes of Trade.
¢(1) The assessable income of any person for
the purpose of trade tax shall be determined in the
“ame manner as the assessable income derived by any
person from trade as required to be determined un-
der the provisions of the Income Tax Act, 1921:
Provided that in determining the assessable in-
come of any person for the purpose of trade tax —-
(a) no deduction shall be allowed in respect of
any of the matters mentioned in paragraph
(2) and paragraph (3) of section eighteen
of the Income Tax Act, 1921;

(b) no deduction shall be allowed in respect cf
any of the matters mentioned in section
twenty of the Imcome Tax Act, 1921;”’

And this is the new part Sub-clause (2) is de-
leted and this is inserted in its place.

“(¢) a deduction shall be allowed in regard tc
the management of any business in lien o:
salary, fees or other allowances of a like
nature, in respect of proprietors of busi-
nesses actually engaged in the managemeni
of such Dbusiness or, in the case of
companies registered under the Companies
Act, 1910, in respect of the managing, gov-
erning or other directors, attornmeys, man-
agers or secretaries, such deduction not te
exceed in respect of any one such person

T beg to move that the follew-

such amount as the Commissioner of Incoms -

Tax considers reasonable in the circum-
stances and in any case not more than fiftv
per centum of the assessable income without
such deduction or the sum of five thousand
dollars whichever shall be the less.”’

Well sir, we have to thank the honourable jun-
ior member for the City for bringing this to our at-
tention. I would say that if this Clause had been
passed in the old way, it would mean that each direc-
tor of a company would be in a position to get an
aliowance of five thousand dollars of the profits and
that was not what was really intended. Provision i3

made here in (e) that in no case shall this deduction.

exceed one half of the profits. T think this sub-clanse

»




will be acceptable to all honourable members, it being
more or less an old Vestries’ Act, in which provision
for trade tax is made whereby a trader is allowed half
of the profits if he be manager and in ecase of direc-
tors £600. In view of the fact that the value of
money has gone up that amount of £600 has been
advanced to $5,000.

I beg to move that this be Clause 87 of the Bill.
Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
to.

Dr. CUMMINS: Sir, Clause 88 was postponea
for further consideration and we have come to the
conelusion that it should be deleted. I beg to movz
that Clause 88 'be deleted.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreel
to.

Dr. CUMMINS: As a result of the deletion of
Clause 88, the balance of sections in this Bill would
revert to their original numbering.
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Sir, I beg to move that you do now report the
passing of this Bill with amendments in Committes.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
to.

The Chairman reported and Mr. Speaker resumed
the Chair and reported zccordingly.

On motions of Dr. CumMmINs seconded by Mr.
Cox in each case, the Bill was read a third time and
passed and the title read and agreed to.

Honourable members cheered on the passing of
the Bill.

THE ADJOURNMENT

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, at this stage, I
beg to move that this House be adjourned until this
day week, Tuesday, 21st July, 1953, at 3 o'clock in
the afternoon.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
te and Mr. Speaker adjourned the House aceordingly.






