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THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL

REPORT)

SESSION 1953—54

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

l’uewlaj, June 16, 1953.
Pursuant to adjournment the House oi Assem-
bly met at 3 o’clock p.m. today.

Present

His Honour My, A. E. 8. Lswis, (Depuly
Speaker); Dr. H. G. Cuvmaixs, M.D., C.M., Messrs.

M. E. Cox, J. A. Havnes, B.A,, F. E. Mitier
J. C. Morriey, C. E. Tauma, E. St. A. HolpEeg,
L. A. Wmuniams, LL.B., Mrs. E. E. BOURNE.

Prayers were said.

Messrs. F. L. Warcorr, R. G. Maprp, V. B.
vVaveHaAN, . F. SMmrry and J. E. T. BRANCKER en-
tered the House and took their seats.

MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meetings of the 12th, 19th
and 26th of May, 1953, which had been printed and
circulated were taken as read and were confirmed.

PAPERS LAID

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, — I am
commanded to lay the following Papers:—

On behalf of the honourable senior member for
St. Joseph— ‘

The Civil Establishment (Part Time Officers)
(Amendment) No. 2 Order 1953.

Statement showing amounts advanced by the
Government of Barbados and the amounts received
from Her Majesty’s Government in the United
Kingdom under the Provisions of the Colonial
Development and Welfare Act for the period ended
on 31st March, 1953, in respect of the several
schemes sanctioned by the Legislature.

Mr. F. .. WALCOTT: The Foot and Mouth
Disease Prevention and Spread) (Amendment) No.
2 Regulations, 1933.

Mr. F. L.
Awi=als  (Prohibition) (Amendment) Regalations,
1953.

GOVERNMENT NOTTCES

Government Notices were ¢iven as follows:—
Dr. CUMMINS for Mr. Apams: Resolution to
vlace the sum of $3.648 at the disposal of the Gov-

WALCOTT: The Importation of |

ernor-in-Executive (Committee to supplement the
listimates 1953-54, Part I, Current as shown in the
Supplementary Estnnates '1953- 54 No. 5 which form
the Schedule to the resolution.

Dr- CUMMINS for Mr. Apams: Resolution to
approve the Order entitled the Civi] Establishment
(Piart Time Officers) (Amendment) No. 2 Order,

3

L. WALCOTT: Resolution to place th»
sum of ‘Sl 850 at the disposal of the Governor-in-
Executive Committee to supplement the Estimates
1953-54, Part II, Capital as shown in the Supple-
mentary Estimate 195354 No. 6, which forms the
Schedule to the Resoluiion.

Dr. CUMMINS: Bill mtltuled an Act to make
cetter provisions for Tocal Government in the
Island.

Dr. CUMMINS: Bill intituled an Aect to
consolidate and amend the Acts of this Island relat-
ing to Public Health.

Mr. - WALCOTT: Bill
amend the Barbados Fancy
and BExport Act, 1937.

intituled an Act to
Molasses Produetion

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ NOTICES

Private Members Notices were given ag follows : —
Mr. V. B. VAUGHAN: Of the following Ad-

dress ;—

The House of Assembly
To
His Exzcellency the Governor

The House of Assembly desires to draw to Your
Excellency’s notice the following comments recorded
m two Reports submitted to the Government in the
vears 1947 and 1948 respectively.

These comments are ag follows:—

(1) ‘‘As indicated previously, a number
of the less efficient factories have closed down
and it has been estimated that the present faetory
capacity is insufficient to reap a crop of more
than 150,000 tons of sugar without loss of ef-
ficiency.

Under present conditions it is considered
that, with good weather eonditions, the Island
could produce a crop of some 180,000 tons of
sugar. It is understood that this lack of factory
capacity is receiving the attention of a commit-
tee appointed by the Sugar Producers Associa-
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tion, but your committee wishes to emphasize

that a solution to this problem is urgent if the

island is not to lose sugar in the event of a Tavour-
able year resulting in g large crop.”’

““This deficiency in factory
only ve made good by the erection of new fac-
tories but, owing to the general shortage an:td
prezent high cost of materials, it will be some
years before any new factories can be erected. In
the meantime your committee considers that all
existing factories should be retained as operat-
ing units and the capacity of the present fac-
tories should be expanded wherever this iz
economically possible.”’

(2) ‘““In the present abnormal circumstances
and as a temporary measure, it is desirable to
retain all the existing factories, for the island
does not contain sufficient factory capacity to
mill all the ecane which can be produced in a
favourable season.

The new variety of cane B37161, which has only
recently come into ahinost universal production, yields
st a much higher rate than the standard varieties of
1939, and nobilized seedlings now in their trial stage,
promise to outyield B37161. Tf then a season as
favourable as '1938—9 is experienced in the mnear
future, the ontput of sugar would be, not 156,000
tons, but in the region of 200,060 tone. The vecowd
crop of 1939 wasg taken off only by extending the end
of the grinding season from May to July.

An early start and the late finish of the crop
season entails a loss of sugar, for the sucrose conteat
of cane is normally lower in January and in Juie
and July, than during the period January to May.
But the factory capacity of the island has diminished
vince 1939, and if still more factories are abandoned
it is doubtful whether it will be possible to haundle
an exceptionally good crop even if the grinding
season is unduly prolonged. In such a season many
cane growers would find no market for a portion of
their crop.”’

It needs then only a favourable season to produce
a record crop, but if to this probability we add the
possibility of utilising the enormous reserves of sheet
water for irrigating cane, then it becomes obvious
that the factory capacity of the island is woefully
inadequate to meet future requirement:.

It therefore appears necessary as a temporary
measure to retain all the existing factories despite the
fact that some of them are known to be inefficient.
ndeed it is advisable to expand the capacity of the
present factories wherever economically possible.”

No (1) quotation is taken from the par. 13014
“Report of the Committee appointed by His Excel-
lency  Governor Blood to study the
Seasonal Unemployment and to make recommenda-
tions as to the best means of promoting full em-
ployment in rural areas throughout the year.”” This
committee was appointed 6th March and reported
ard September, 1948.

No. (2) guotation is taken from ‘‘The
Industry of Barbados.

A method for calculating the price of sugar
cane.

Report by Dr. C. Y. Shephard published July,
1947.”°

The House considers the personnel of the com-
mittee appointed by Your Excellency’s pre-
decessor of sufficient importance ag to accept their
recorded opinion as expert.

The House knows that Professor Shephard is

recognised throughout the West Indies ag a special-
ist on the economy of the Sugar Industry in the

Sugar

capacity ca. |

Question of -

British  Caribbean and
cpinion as authoritative,

The House further desires to draw Your Ex-
cellency’s attention to the existence of the ‘“‘Sugar
Industry Capital Rehabilitation Reserve Fund’’ and
the faet that the public of Barbados contributed to
this fund as the result of Government’s decision to
relate the price of locally consumed sugar to the ex-
port price of that commodity-

'I'he House is aware that sinee the existence of
this fund, and since the publication of reports ro-
ferred te in this address that more Sugar Factories
have gone out of produetion including Broomfield in
the parish of St. Luey and the guite recent dismant.
iing of Poule Factory in the parish of St. John.

The House is apprehensive that such a situation
end its continuance  constitutes a threat to  the
eeconomic interests of the island in the immediate
tuture and the House considers the importance  of
such interests to be distinet from, and above any
probable financial interests  that may accrue  to
individual shareholders in the sugar industry result-
g trom their decision to reduce the sugar factory
vroductive capacity of the island.

In view therefore of the opiniong recorded as
quoted n the reports of which this address has made
mention and in view alsy of the existence of the
**Sugar Industry Relabilitation Reserve Fund.”’

The House interprets these facts as substantial
justification to demand that Your Excellency take
necessary steps to exercise immediate executive
action to prohibit the further dismantling and throw-
ing out of production of any more sugar factories
in this island uantil such time as new unitg of sugar
production have been erected.

Mr. MTILLER: of the following Address:—

consequently regard his

The House of Assembly
To
His Ezcellency the Governor

The House of Assembly is of the opinion that the
people of Barbados are deeply conscious of the comn-
tributions made to their progress by certain promi-
nent men in their history; and that the time has
come, when it is inecumbent upon the Government to
perpetuate the memory of these great men, either in
Eronze or marble or by other public deeds.

The House is further of the opinion that first
and foremost of these great men is Samuel Jackman
Prescod; and that a bronze or marble statue bearing
bis effigy, and standing on a granite pedestal, shouil
adorn the little green circle of grass lying in the
shadows of the tower of the Public Buildings, or
wherever Government thinks best.

The House feels that the names, Sir Robert Bouw-
cher Clarke and Dr. Charles Duncan O’Neale are
also worthy of perpetuation, and that bronze or mar-
ble tablets or other monuments should adorn the
corridors of the Public Buildings, in testimony cf
their great services: while the last mortal remains
of Mr. Clennel Wickham «hould be brought back from
the Island of Grenada and buried here in a vault,
which should bear the stamp of the esteem his memery
holds among the people of Barbados.

Mr. TALMA : Of the following Address:—

The House of Assembly
To
His Ezxcellency the Governor

The House of Assembly respectfully desires to
draw to Your Excellency’s attention to the bad state
of disrepair of The Christ Church Boys’ Foundation

’s
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School, which accommodates about 300 children at
preent, and which building is inadequate, — un-
suitable and inconvenient in every respect lacking as
it does, the ordinary amenities of light and ventila-
tion.

The House therefore suggests that in any Schoot
building programme under the present Govermment
Five Year Plan, priority should be accorded this
“c¢hool.

Mry, TALMA : Of the following Address:.—

The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency the Governor

The House is of opinion that the time has come
when Government should acquire all suitable Private
Water Mains, so as to provide this essential service to
all the re idents in such areas, many of whom have
been deprived of such services for the past 20 vears
and upwards — e.g. Along the Maxwell Coast Road,
Golf Club Road, Saint Lawrence Gap to mention
tiree in the parish of Christ Church; and numerons
others in most of the other pari-hes.

The House also desires to emphasise the urgent
necessity of erecting at least six standpo'ts in each
prarish per year for the next five years or there-
abouts in lieu of two per vear which is now the usua’
practice.

The House further is of opinion that the exten-
sion of Water Mains should be expedited (if possible)
along the thickly populated districts of Saint Mat-
thias Gap. Briar Hill Road and other such places:
and also, along certain rural areas as Clapham, Sil-
ver Sands, Sea View, Packers Village, Parish Land
Road and Silver Hill to mention a few in the pari:h
of Christ Church and nwmerous others in most of
the other parishes.

QUESTIONS

Mr. TALMA: To enquire of the appropriate
member of the Executive present at the next meeting
cf the House:

Is Government aware of the treatment meted ot
t¢ certain employees of Codrington Experimental
Station who, after serving the Government for peri-
ods of 19 years and 22 years and had been forced to
resign through ill health, are now denied their gratu-
ity and/or pension?

Will Government please investigate the follow-
ng cases:—

(a) Helen Parris — Retired in 1952 on greunds

of ill health; and

(b) Elizabeth Dash — Retired in 1952, on

arounds of ill health; with a view to grant-
ine these former Government emplovees
relief from their present plight?

Mr. MAPP: To enquire of the appropriate
member of the Executive present at the nest meet-
ing of the House:

Is Government aware that many workers have
veeentls been thrown cut of employvment through the
cloring down of certain sugar factories and many
mere face unemployment through the possible closing
down of ~ore fa~tories and eccoperages connected

- with the fanev molasses industry?

In order to protect such workers, many cf whom
have given many vears’ service to a firm or industry.
will Government take immediate steps to initiaie
schemes of social insurance or contributory schemes
whereby pensions and other benefits will be assured
all workers in the island?

Mr. MAPP: To enquire of the appropriate mem-
ver of the Eexecutive Committee at the next meet-
ing of the House:

eyt

1. Is it a fact that the Government of Brazil
has relaxed its immigration laws in order to permit
the importation of West Indian labour into that
ccuntry ?

2. If this is so, has Government made any effort
o obtain employment for local workers in the said
country, and are there auy hopes?

BILLS READ A FIRST TIMXE

On motions of DR. CrMMINS seconded by Mr. Cox
in each case the Bill to make better prdvision for
Local Government in the Island and the Bill to con-
solidate and amend the Acts of this Island relating
to Public Health were read a first time,

On the motion of Mr- F. L. WALcorr seconded
by D= Cvanrixg the Bill to amend the Barbados
Faney Molasses Production and Export Act 1937
was read a first time,

BILL TO AMEND CUSTOMS TARIFF ACT

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order of
the Day stands in the name of the honourable senior
member for St. Peter—to move the second reading
of the Bill intituled an Aect to amend the Customs
Tariff Aet, 1921,

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
This Bill has been before the As:embly formerly no:
in printed form, but it was introduced in the last
session and has been re-introduced in this sessior.
The main reasons for the Bill are set out in the Ob-
jeets and Reasons, and are that many years of work
and consultation with the experts on these matters
culminated in the Conference in Trinidad in 1951
ai which it was decided that this should be the forwm
of classification for Customs purposes. All this is
only a prelude to what will be necessary when you
have an actunal Act dealing with Customs Regulations
in the British West Indies as a whole.

This Bill seeks to consolidate the old Act, and
at the same time have a new classification, so that
for statistical and other record purposes Barbados
would De providing information which can be easilv
eiven when we are called upon to give it. There
are two amendments which I would like to make.
One arises from a typographical error. In the last
paragraph of the Objects ‘and Reasons it is stated
that ‘‘opportunity has also been taken to ineorporate
all the exemptions contained in the First Schedule
ete.”” The word ‘“first” is incorrect. It should be the
Scecond Schedule. When we come to the First Sched-
ule I will make a motion dealing with the other
amendment. But I can explain now that in the
First Schedule all the words from ‘‘No. 9 Miscellan-
eous transactions and Commodities ete., down to the
word ‘‘lard’’ should be deleted because tho~e things
are dealt with under the Revenue Aid Act of 1941
which is one of the Expiring Laws Acts. It is the
inten*ion of the Government that these items should
remain in the Revenue Aid Act. They were placed
in the First Schedule to this Aet because the Comp-
troller of Customs made out a draft which was for
the convenience of people in the trade and which
was to b2 in the form of a booklet. That is how it
would appear in the booklet rather than in the Bill
and at the approvriate time T will move the dele-
tion of these words from the firat Schedule,

I do not think it is necessary to dilate any
longer on the Bill- Tt is a matter which is purely
formal in its content, and I move that the Bill be
now read a second time.

Dr. CoMmMmins seconded.

The Question was put and agreed to withour
division.
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On the motion of Mr. . I- WaLcort seconded
by Dr. Cuvmming Mr. Deputy Speaker lett the
Chair, and the House went into committee on the
Bill, Mr. Smrra in the Chair.

The four clauses of the Bill were called and
agreed to- '

The First Schedule was called.

Mr. ¥. L. WALCOTT Mr. Chairman,—For
the reasons which T have already stated I beg to
move that the flgure and words from ‘9. Miscel
laneous transactions and conunodities ete. down i
the words “‘Lard Animal’’ be deleted from the
first Schedule.

Dr. CvMMmINg seconded.

Mr., LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, — There are &«
few remarks that I would like to make on this
schedule, not so much by way of criticism of the
things in the schedule because I understand that
our hands are tied as far as dealing with the Cus-
toms Tariff of the island is concerned. There arc
many outside agencies that govern the various rela-
tions b(.ween preferential and non-preferentisi
tariff and other things by international agreements
meny of which we are not directly a party to. So
from that point of view [ am not on such good
grounds.

What T want to speak on iy the third paragrapi
ol the Schedule which deals with abbreviations. It
is & matter which T would like the honourable senior
member for St. Peter to take up. One would I think
expect that abbreviations are put in this clause as
they would be printed in the Bill. But I find thai
it ig not so. It may not be something to really criti-
cise; but I feel that if you put in this paragraph
the abbreviation ‘‘Toun” beginning with a capitai
““t”’ you should not use common ‘‘ts’’ elsewhere:
a1:d similarly with the abbreviation “N.E.S.””. Tt is
grosg carelessmess. You will find, Sir, that there are
some of the things used as abbreviations that aie
rot in here at all. For example ‘“‘xvd”’, ‘‘val. and
*“ft.77 If vom are going to put in one set why nof
put in the other? You gtart ‘“‘Ib”’ with a common
ST and “foz. Troy’’ with a common ‘‘o”’. After
that the abbreviations start with capital letters. i
mention it for the purpose of asking the honour
able member to see that these things do not hap-
pen. Greater attention is paid to such matters in
the Other Place. If they amend this and send it
baek to us how would we look? T think it is due
purely to carelessness. There are other abbrevia-
tions which are not explained. Is there some other
part of the Act where they are explained? If you
turn to Page 8 of the Schedule you will get a gocd
example of inconsistency. ‘‘Cubic Feet’” is spelt
with common letters, and ‘‘superficial feet’’ with
capitals.

I know, ag I have said previously, that we cau
rot deal so much with the contents of the schedules.
but something has been drawn to my attention
from the time T came into this House. T am refer-
1ing to tea. The poor man is unable to buy ths
various brands that are put up in zine packages--
Iike Mazawattee and Red Rose—which you, sir, are
probably conversant with. But cheap tea which the
poor man buys, and the better quality brands pay
the same duty. While it ig difficult for us to tamper
with tariff T feel that in a case of thi: sovt if
we had gone through this Bill, having it for
a length of time, or if it had been referred to a
select committee there are things which eould
have been done. Tea pavs a specific duty. Tt does
not. matter what is the price or the brand; so the
poor man has to pay sixpemce a pound duty on
his as well as the rich man. There are many things
like that. This is one that has been drawn to my

attention, and I have mentioned it on several
vccasions previously. 1 take the opportunity now
that this Bill is being dealt with to bring the mat-
ter again to the attention of the Government and
to ask the honourable senior member for St. Peter
if sueh things have been considered or if we are
dealing merely with classification today and with
statisties.

Mr. I. L. WALCOTT: Alr. Chairman,—I can
2 surc the honourable Deputy Speaker that 1 have
already drawn to the notice of the proper authoritiez
that the honourable member is a very meticulous
man where these things are concerned, and that it
why T hurried to put right the typographical ervor in
the first schedule. In the original form this is what
this Bill was like. It will be appreciated that readiny
through all thi: fine type and making corrections
was not any easy job, and any error that appears
would be merely one of those human errors that
some of us have not yet got beyond the stage of
making.

As far as the last point which the honourabi:
wember made is concerned, thi: Bill does not seek 1o
change any rates in the Customs Tariff at all. It is
purely an amendment, for the purpose of classification.
It will be seen that no changes whatsoever have been
made in duty. So the guestion raied about tea is no:
a4 matter that can be dealt with in this Bill at all.

Question that the First Schedule stand part was
put and agreed to.

The Second Schedule was called.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to move that the
Second Schedule stand part of the Bill-

Dr. Cummixng seconded the motion.

AMr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,— I am taking this
opportunity to raise a question that I raised whei
the matter wa: more specifically before the House—
whether these forms on which the new classifications
will be made will either be sold to the merchants and
Government will allow the various importers to get
them printed themselves. I do not see the colour of
the form: stated here. It is laid down that importers
of classified goods must make their declaration on the
neeessary forms. I am wondering if the Government
will take this opportunity of allowing the importers
to supply their own forms. It would effect a cou-
siderable saving where the Government is concerned,
and it will not amount to a row of pins where the
various business houses are concerned.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Since the debate on the
last occasion, I took that matter up with the Comp-
troller of Customs. He stated that the Government
issued forms of ome colour which made it easier to
work with them. If every importer supplied his own
forms you might get forms of various colours. Even
if you said blue, there are many shades of blue
and vou would get confusion. Coming to the financial
side of the matter, T do not know if the honourable
member is aware that in many other territories there
is no stamp duty, while in this island, for every war-
rant an importer passes he pays stamp duty of a
renny. So that the Government collects more revenue
by way of stamp duty than if they called on the
importers to pay for these form~. :

Mr. LEWIS: I am aware of the fact that stamp
duty is collected on certain warrants passed. But there
are others on which no duty is paid. The Goveru-
ment is giving away forms. T feel that if you abolish
stamp duty and let the importers furnish their own
forms Government will get away from a lot of prini-
ing expenses, and the keeping of stocks of forms. In
addition there are no restrictions on the number of
forms a person can ask for, and many of them ars
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used as scrap paper in offices. It is a matter to which
the Government might well pay some attention.

it the honourable member would look at the
past page but one of the second schedule, the last

leaf of the Bill as printed, he will see another mat-
ter on which T want to comment. There are the words
Household effects, not exceeding $600 ete.”” It does
not say whether you mean $600 in value or in duiy.
I do not remember this passing the House like thar.
[ will ask the honourable member to bear that
wind.

Mr. MAPP: Mr. Chairman,~— This scheduln
shows a table giving the lit of exemptions from duty
on certain imported articles. I wonder if the hon-
varable member in charge of the Bill can tell me in
vvhat respeets if any doeg this differ from what hus
Leen passed before. T am wondering if any new items
2re to be exempted from duty today. 1 think that tha:
should be made clear because something may be put in
and slip our notice when it was not put in in the
original Ac¢t. The honourable junior member for the
(ity just drew attention to a peculiarly worded
ravagraph. There is another which strikes me ag not
being worded in the best styvle. It appears on the
last page and is: “‘Personal effects of individuals
belonging to this Island dyving abroad.”” T think that
that paragraph could be more elegantly styled. T <lo
not know if that is one of the new items, or if it is
o old item just put back in.

Mr. F* L. WALCOTT: Honourable members
seemed not to have been listening when 1 moved
the second reading of this Bill. No one who was
listening to what I said could think that you could
include new items in this Bill. Putting in new items
would need legislative approval. This Bill is purely
for the purpose of classification and consolidating
what hag already been passed. There is no change
of duty, nor is there the inclusion of any new
items. Whataver is in this Schedule is in the old
~chedule, and if it is inelegantly worded now it
was meleﬂam]v worded before There have been 21
dnlen(hnentg to the Customs Tariff Act in the last
three vears, and we are now consolidating those
amendments. There is nothing new.

Ag regards the matter about household effects
not exceeding $600, it is value on which you have
to charge duty. If an old chair is valued 10/- you
have to charge duty on the 10/-.

Mr. LEWIS: 1 think I understand that that
is s0. But when vou are repealing an enfire schec-
ule it i not a bad idea to see that nothing new
slips in. Again when you say household effects not
exceeding $600 you should make it clear that you
mean \alue What was not clear in the old Schedul»
we should make clear in this one. Andther thing:
1 was under the impression that things imported
by ‘Cable & Wireless were exempt from duty. They
are a most favoured company where exemption
from Customs Duty is concerned. But I do not sce
iheir name here. T am wondering if being Imperial
(tovernment-owned they no longer enjoy thlS exemp-
tion or whether it is an omission. T do not know
whether there is a special Act exempting them.

Question that the Second Schedule stand part
was put and agreed to.

On the motion of Mr. F. .. WaLcorT seconded
by Dr. CuoMmins the Chairman reported the pase
ing of the Bill in committee with amendments, and
His Honour the Deputy Speaker resumed the Chair
and reported accordingly.

On the motion of Mr. F. L ‘Warcorr seconded
by Dr. Cumiixs in each case the Bill was read a
third time and passed, and the title was called and
agreed to

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order
of the Day stands in the name of the honourablc
Junior member for St. Thomas—to move the Housa
mto Conmittee of Supply-

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—1 beg
to move that Your Honour do now leave the Chair
and the House go into Committee of Supply.

Mr Cox seconded.

The question was put and agreed to, and Mr.
Deputy Speaker left the Chair and the House went
into Committee of Supply, Mr. Smire in the Chair.

RESOLUTION FOR SPEIGHTSTOWN
¥FISsH MARKET

On the Order being called for Mr. F. 1.. WaLcoTT
to mniove the passing of a Resolution to place
at the disposal of the tGovernor-in-Executive Com.
mittee the sum of $12,395 to supplement the Estim
ates 1903—54 as shown in the Supplementary
Estimate 1953—54 No. 4, which forms the Schedule
to the Resolution:

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman,— This
Resolution for $12,305 seeks to carry out what has
been agreed to in part by this Legislature. The
erection of a fish market at Speightstown is some-
thing that should have been done about five years
ago; but after the heavy rains some years ago which
washed away the bridge, and with the reconstruc-
tion of the kridge encroaching on the old property
of the market it had to be postponed. In carrying
cut this matter the Govermment took opportunity
to acquire the building adjoining that property and
that aspect of the matter is partly completed.

Honourable members will see that under the
Flan for the Development of F'isheries we are using
$15,000 out of that estimate for the erection of this
fish market at Speightstown, T would say that it 1=
the intention of the Government to make this ares
more attractive than it is, and we hope that one
of the members of this House who has some inter
est—will do what we expect other people will do.
I would also take this opportunity to make a state-
ment with regard to th» Ficheries Officer.

Sometime last month one of the Saturday news-
papers attacked the Fisheries Officer on the grouncs
of incompetence hbecause there was a glut of fish
and the glut could not be handled due to the ab-
sence of cold storage facilities. As far as the politi-
cal side of it is concerned, T personally would not
take any notice of anything that that mewspaper
writes about me in that way. But ag far as a Civil
Servant is concerned it is fair that the House
should know that on the question of cold storage
facilities no blame can be laid on the Fisheriex
Officer. There was a glut of fish and someone bougnt
them up and put them into cold storage which
could mnot carry them for the appropriate length
of time. The person worked on the commercial
basis that they would have sold out the fish before
a fresh catch came in. But the fresh catich came i
too soon and the person had to throw away his. i
do not see how the Fisheries Officer can be hlamed
for that. But it was one of these vicious attacks
intended to be political. T am not replying to the
attack on the political side, but in order that 2
Civil Servant who has been attacked may be
defended. 1 will say that it is only a digression
that T have made; it is not intended to rope in any
discussion on the question of cold storage facilities.
The House is aware that funds were voted for Dr.
Fulton to investigate that question. The Govern-
ment is now awaiting his report. It is expected that
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it will be placed before Government at any time
now. )

Where the question of cold storage is concerned
the Government has set up a committee to investi-
gate all aspects of that matter.

Mr. Chairman, this Resolution sets out in detail
how the Government proposes to spend this money;
and I should tell the House that it iz the mtention
of the Government to pass Regulations when ihese
fish markets are erected, so that better use can be
made of them. In some quarters it is felt thur
enough use is not made of the fish markets, and the
dovernment is cousidering the appropriate regula-
tions. But these are things that cannot be done in
a hurry. In drafting regulations you have to use
a certain amount of commonsense, and not try to
fit into the local community things which are
suited to an English community. You have to draft
regulations that bear some reference to the people
with whom you are dealing.

It is the intention of the Government to erec.
these markets so that people will not sell fish aii
over the place. It is a terrible state of affairs to
find fish being sold at every street corner. No onc
ig there to wash the entrails down and it is abom.:
inable. Fagle Hall corner is a case in point. The
cdour there is terrible. There are so many human
beings there at all times that you cannot wash
the road unless you wash the people too.

The erection of this fish market at Speightstown
is one of those things that should have been doi
four years ago. But due to the disaster down thert
and the washing away of the bridge it had to b»
postponed. I beg to move at this stage, Sir, that the
Resolution do now pass.

Dr. CuvMmMINg seconded.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Chairman,— I very much
regret that the honourable senior member for Si.
Peter gave such a gloomy view of cold storage
facilities. To my mind the money spent on this mar-
ket will be thrown away unlesg it is run on a proper
fish market “cale. You must have cold storage faeil-
ities for fish. Time after time in Speightstown,
around 7.30 to 8 o’clock in the nioht fish come ashore
and the sellers have to actually give them away—-
25 for a penny and that sort of thing. A few days
after there are no fish to be bought. That is a waste
of good food. The honourable member seems to thinis
that fish can be put into cold storage and spoil. If
the fish are spoiled before they reach cold storage
they must be still bad when they are taken out. Tha
fact is that the facilitie: should be there so that pec-
ple can preserve the fish they cateh and the publie
can get. fish when they want it.

Another thing is that this building seems o
e owned by the sea at present—you cannot find the
owner — and it seems to me that the -ea will con-
tinue to own it after the market is built. It is goiny
to be a very costly project. T am very glad to hear
that Government is considering the drafting of regu
lations for these fish markets. There are fish sheds
at Pavnes Bay and Weston in which not a fish is sold
They merely shelter people who do not work. Call
these places shelters if you want to, but they are no:
fsh sheds. T hope that the honourable member will
corry back these views to the proper authorities.

T see in the addendum the sum of $2,118.62
for contineencies. That seems to me a lot for contin.
cencies. (Mr. F. I.. WALCOTT: Tt is 6 per cent.}
You should have a proper refrigerating plant. Gov-
ernment will have to ecome back for more monev for
this scheme. T do not think that there is any more
that T can say. T hove that steps will be taken to
carry out my suggestions. '

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Chairman,— I would
itke to ask tne honourable senior member for St.
Peter one or two questions. I am always in favour .f
stteh schemes for social improvement, but I would
tike the honourable member to tell me a few things
wetore 1 vote for this. Para. 2 of the Addendum says:

" 1ne Government has recently acquired under
the provisions of the Land Acqusition Act, 1949,
the property just north of the old fish market ax
Speightstown and an amount of $12,3U5 from tue
sum ol $15,0000 earmarked in the IFive Year rlan is
now required in order that the necessary work on the
new BFlish Market may proceed.”

1 do not tmnk | am asking too much when I ask
him to tell us the price paid for the property ad-
jolning. { must say that [ do not quite understan
what 1s meant. I never c¢riticise when you come to
revised estimatss hecause I know that in any build-
mg scheme there is always the chance of having
changes and improvements which result in further
expenditure. T would like the honourable member
to tell me how much was paid for this building and
what is the area. Upon that depends my acquiescenc.
in the proposed expenditure.

AMr. F. L. WALCOTT: As far as the actual
pavment for this building is concerned, we have not
vet agreed on the amount because where this prop-
erty is koncerned it is difficult to establish ownershin.
It has been acquired under the Compulsory Ac-
quisition Act. There seem to be no owners. The
legislature have already given the Government
authority to acquire this building. It is the old
building that G. W. Hutchinson used before. 1t
has a valuation that the Colonial Engineer put on it.
but which T do not regard as appropriate to state
now. I can get the faects relative to the area of the
land by going through the files if the honourable
member wishes me to do so. I do not think the ares
of the land is the material thing from his point of
view because nothing has been paid out. If we paid
otit money we might never be able to acquire it ot
51l because we do not know when the last owner
will come up. Government hag to proceed on the as-
sumption that the valuation is a fair valuation.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The answer which the
honourable member has given may be alright for
people who do not understand these things. I un-
derstand the point he has made about compulsory
acquisition, and I appreciate his reluctance to state
the actual valuation because when you get before
a jury someone on the jury may know at how much
the land has been valued by the Colonial Engineer.

But T want to say this: Within recent months
an estimate went up to the St. Michael Vestry rei-
ative to 14,000 square feet of land for a market. Thr
estimate was $35,000, over a quarter of an aecre of
I»nd. This place in Speiehtstown just adjoins the
eld building. The old building is not 3,000 square
feet of land, and the new site cannot stand on 2,05
vguare feet. (Mr. F. L. Walcott) The area is 4.0:)
cquare feet.) The area of the new site is 4,000
square feet. We have acquired the property compul-
sorily; but we have not vet paid for it. I am not
now taking the line that the honourable junior meni-
ber for St. Andrew has taken about refrigeratine
plant, because I personally feel that with the trans-
port which we have today one refrigerating plant is
enough for Barbados for general marketine. If peo-
ple can be encouraged to take fish on pick-ups ovv
into the country in districts where people have no fish
it is a good thing.

The point that T want to deal with is this: T
am sorry that on this site the Government is contem-
plating a fish market only. Speightstown needs
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general market. The addendwmn speaks about a fisn
market.  As i saiwd, St. Michael pilans 1o spend
$30,0U0 to cover 14000 square reer of land ror a
general market—fish meat and everytuing. ‘iLne uov-
cenment 1s going to spend $27,000 for a fish market
only. 1 agree tnat you need somewhere to sell nsi
in Speightstown. But if you go through Speights-
wwu on a Saturday morming you will see how ven-
dors need somewhere to sell their wares. People conis
in from the adjoining parishes to offer their wares m
this area, more especially since the building up of
residences on the St. james coast, and more than a
were fish market is needed.

I do not want to stress the point about price
Lecause it is not expedient for the honourable mem-
her to say mow what Government’s advisers have
agreed upuon. But I want to speak on this que-stion of
the cost of demolishing the old building. Ever since
the days, 30 years ago, when the Government started
1o build new barracks for policemen, ever since those
dayvs sellers of buildings have ceased to pay for
de—fnolishing them. You advertise the building anl
people pay you for demolishing it.  You must have
some reason why vou are paying for demolishing
this. I believe I am right in saying that nearly all
these buildings in Speightstown are built of rubble
ctone; and it could hardly be argued that bf‘ln\'j:
block stone this demolished building would be of
value to the Government. On the other hand if the
aew building costs $15,000, the seawall, $3,000, COLi-
tingencies, $2,118, ete one ean easily deduct that the
price which it is proposed to pay for this building
is somewhere in the vicinity of $5,060. If that cov-
ers the cost of demolition it seems to me to be a
reasonable figure. o

I repeat, however, that you should not confine
thic site to the selling of fish. In Speightstown there
i« no place where butchers can sell freshly killed
meat with the exception of the last business placz
opened down there. There is need for a place where
britchers can sell meat under hygienic and healthy
conditions. I say that the honourable member
should use hig influence to see that the area is used
not merely as a fish market but as a meat and vege-
table market as well. It is not fair to spend this
amount for a fish market only when you know that
there are hundreds of hucksters in the same area
who mneed somewhere to sell their goods. The hou-
ourable member talked about regulations. What reg-
viztions will the Government send down that will
deal with a fish market only?

I am making two main points: The first is thot
it is not good enough in these days to pay.for demol-
ishing buildings. Advertise and get the site gleare.c}.
The second point is that I believe the money 1s suili-
cient to make provision for a market covering not
enly fish, but meat and vegetables. Compare 53_27,00(?
to cover, say, four or five thousand square feet of
lahd as against $35,000 estimated to cover 14,000
square feet of land. I take it that they will he
markets of a similar nature, open air markets with
roofs, concrete floors ete. I do not think that the
expenditure proposed is justifiable merely on a fish
market. . ‘

If the honourable member has anv answer 1o
that, T will have to say that either he is wrong or
the addendum is wrong. The seecond paragraph of
the addendum speaks exclusively of a new fish
market at Speightstown. We are developing today:
people are beginning to use more vegetables; they
Lnow more about the food value of green vegetab'les
and people who grow these things will appreciate
knowing that they will have a proper place to offer
them for sale. The honourable member for St.

James who supports the Govermment knows that
waat I am saying is correct.

I counsel the honourable senior member for S¢.
I'eter not to allow the Government to pay for de-
molishing this old building. There can be no material
m that oid building good enough to put back into the
new puilding that you are erecting.

Mr., TALMA: Mr. Chairman, I must confess
that the honourable member who has just sat down
has made reference to some of the points which 1
Lad in mind to express. I too agree with his sugges-
tion that markets evected for the selling of fish in
country distriets such as Speightstown or Oistin
where there is no other market should also be buuils
to accommodate the selling of butchers’ meat and
things of that sort. I, however, must remind the
Lionourable member that the mover of this resolution
did point out that this was called a rish Market
for ipeightstown because it was part of a scheme
which dated back a: far as 1947 when money was
rarmarked for the building of fish markets on suit-
able sites around the island. I do hope that in the
light of present-day requirements, that Government
would revise the scheme to make it possible for
vegetables and meats to be sold in some partsy of the
buildings,

AMr. Chairman, I too c¢annot see how a fish mar-
ket can be complete without cold storage facilities and
! appreciate the remarks of the honourable Senior
Member for the City on this point. T feel that money
spent on fish markets would not be beneficially spent
unless there are proper cold storage facilities. The
idea of having a building for the selling of fish is
not enough. The scheme should provide for such an
emergency as if there is a big catch of fish on a par-
ticular day, part of the catch could be put in proper
storage so0 as to be fit for human econsumption on
another day. I do hope that the yuestion of cold stor-
age which is now engaging the attention of Govern-
ment will be so worked out as to provide not only a
cold storage plant for the Bridgetown Fish Market
Lut also for the markets at Speightstown and Oistin
Let me repeat that unless there are proper cold stor-
age facilities at all these Fish Markets the whole
object of a fish market is defeated. There is no point
at all of adopting a cheeseparing policy in this mat-
ter. In dealing with this matter, we should 1ot think.
of to-day or even ten years hence but of fifty years
to come. T am therefore hoping that the Government
will find it possible not only to install ecld storage
facilities which in their wisdom they are now erecting
in the Bridgetown Market, but also in the Speights-
town and Oistin markets as well.

If T may be allowed to issue a warning to Gov-
ernment, I do hope that the Government will exercise
its fullest powers under the Liand Acquisition Act,
1949, <o that suitable seaside lands ean ‘he acquired
adjoining beaches where fishing boats are hauled up.
I may tell the Government that fishermen in many
parts of the island are experiencing grave hardships
through the lack of public-owned spots annexing
these fishing boat bays. I know that even an attempt
had been made by a private owner of land at Maxwell
Coast to prosecute some of these fishermen because
they hauled up their boats near to his propertyv. I
therefore make this exposition ~o that the Minister
in charge of Fisheries and the Fishery Officer would

i be able to look into the question. These complaints

are island-wide. These fishermen must beach their
boats somewhere. Sir, this is a question which must
be looked into because the Fishing Industry is bene-
ficial to thig island as a whole.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir, T think the honourable
senior member for the City has made an excellent
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contribution to this debate. In agreeing with his com-
ments on the high costs for the erection of this fish
market at Speightstown one is forced to wonder
1f s0 much 15 to ve spent for thi, purpose whether
there will be any money left for the erection of even
ordinary fishing shedsy at other fisming centros
throughout the island. Nobody is sugwee ting that we
should dot the entire sea «oast or even the umportant
fishing centres with elaborate fishing sheds along tae

line; envisaged in this resolution for the Speights--

town Fish Market, but certainly, Sir, my belief 15
that if less palatial structures than this ave put up.
meney will be left to ereet ordinary shelters, cur-
ting slabs and, perhap, a few stoune benches as well
as other reasonable conveniences for fishermen and the
general publie at other less important fishing centre:
throughout the island. In St. Philip, for instance,
there are two well-known fishing centres, one at the
Crane and the other at Foul Bay, and neither of thes»
centres has the slightest vestige of anxthing ap-
proaching a shelter either for the fi hermen or for
the buying public. I therefore want to suggest that a
few thousand dollars should be earmarked for the
erection of ordinary sheds with elementary amen-
ities for the fishing public at -ome of the fishing cen-
tres. T merely sound this note of warning becaunsa
there has been the suggestion for the erection of
facilities of this sort at various points along the sca
coast and I am worried that if we utilise so much
money — unnecessarily to some extent —- on one
particular point, there shall be none left for similaxr
purpose; at other points.

Mr. F. I. WALCOTT: DMr. Chairman, 1 rise
again to explain to the Committee one point. Hon-
ourable members will bear in mind that this resolt-
tion dateg back as I have said before to 1947. At
that time the estimated cost for the erection of a
zuitable building on the old site without any of the
additional amenities was put at $9,888. Since then,
there was the flood water damage as a result of
which the nearby bridge had to be erected properly.
it was then decided that Government should acquire
the adjacent property to the old fish market so as
to make that part of the town more sightly. The
estimated cost then wag put at $30,000, but accord-
ing to this resolution honourable members will see
that what was proposed to co.t $30,000 is now cost-
ing $27,304.82 because Government further investi-
gated the matter with a view of cutting the cost
down. The honourable senior member for the City
should bear in mind that this money is not only for
the purpose of erecting a fith market but is also
making provision for that unsightly part of the town
t0 look much better. While on this point, I would
Lke to inform the Committee that the honourable
junior member for St George has land in that area
and he is quite willing to give it over to Government
to carry out further proposals which Government has
in mind. The Government is hoping that in time
te come it will acquire that whole area along that
part of the town so as to be able to form an esplanade.

With reference to the point raised hy the hon-
ourable senior member for the (City with regard to
calling for tenders for the demolition of the building,
I wonld like to state tha* that is a drpart~ental noliey
and T do not know if Government can undertake to
aemolish a building in the same manner as would a
private individnal. T do not think that the point
raised by the honourable senior member for St.
Philip should call for any explanation from me more
than to say that the whole question of Fisherv De-
velopment must come to this Chamber from time to
time when provision will be made for the erection
cf more fishing sheds. If T may reneat for his benefit,

when he is thinking of the cost for the erection of
the Speightstown Fish Market with others to follow,
ke must bear in mind that the cost of thi; market
has been increased by the reconstruction of the
.ridge, the acquisition of the adjacent building and
the re-instatement of the seawall to make that part
of the area more suitable. It does seem from these
fles that it is proposed to make this market more
than a fish market because it has been indicated on
one occasion that fish, meat, vegetables, ete., should
be sold there. However, honourable members must
bear in mind that a resolution was passed in August
last vear to acquire thi: land for the erection ¢f a
fish market. By this Government does not mean that
it ig revoking any of its poliey with regard to fish
markets. T hope 1 have satistied honourable mem-
ber; that this Government has examined this matter
carefully and that the estimated cost of the Fish
Market is not as exorbitant as it seems to be having
recard to the other necessary things to be done.

Mr. MILLER: Just allow me to say a few
words before you put the question, Mr. Chairman.
I am hoping that before this market is constructed
that it will be properly designed by some qualified
architect and that it will be consistent with modern
structural work. Much as I would like to give the
crection of this market my personal blessing, I still
think it is necessary at this stage to mention my
general unhappiness as to the structure oI the
Fagle Hall market which is now under construction.
Whoever is responsible for the design of that market,
whether it be the Engineer of the Public Work: De-
partment or somebody else; on a simple area as that,
the person by their design destroyed most of the
floor area by failing to erect a modern structure and
¢recting a structure of 100 years ago. Having to pasc
that market on my way home adds to my annoyance
¢f what is going on there; therefore, I hope that. the
inarket at Speightstown would not suffer a similar
fate.

Ancther reason for my rising is because the
honourable junior member for St. Peter made re-
ference to my owning a mall spot of land at
Speightstown and has decided to give it to Govern-
mwent should it be required for further proposals. I
would like to inform honourable members that it is
no desire of mine to sell this spot of land owing to
the faet that [ have five children and am just 42
vears of age. However, on being approached by
someone ccnnected with a Government Depariment
stating that it might be required for further pro-
posals by Government, 1 felt that it is required for a
good cau e and T would be the last person who would
stay in the way of giving up a spot of land for such
a cause. I would be happy if it would be of good
use to Government and the question of cost vould
not worrv me. I hove honourable members will look
at it in that way. Sir, T understand from the honour-
¢ble junior member for St. Peter that it i proposed
to obtain strips of land along the coast for an espla-
nads. To my mind. that is hmportant and will more
o1 less adorn the town.

Before T sit. T would like to compliment the
Government on this resoltition to bring into beine
this Fish Market at Sreighttown. T feel it should
have been thers 170 vears oo, 1 would ask the
gonourable junior member for &t. P-ter. if possible,
to see that accommoda*ion is made in it for a swit
2ble booth or two for the handling and selling of
fresh meat. T believe that wi'l ereate enthusiasm and
will further the use of tie market.

The question that the Resolntion do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.
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On the motion of Mr. F. L. WaLcorT, seconded by
Mr. Cox, the Chairman reported the passing of this
Resolution in Committee of Supply.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER resumed the Chair and
1eported accordingly.

On motiong of Mr. Iv. L. WaLrcorr seconded by
Mr. Cox in each case, the Resolution pas.ed i Com-
mittee was read a first and second time and then
agreed to.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I take
this opportunity to move the adjournment of thej
House for half an hour.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
to, and Mr. DePuTy SPEAKER adjourned the House
accordingly.

On re-assembling,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR MR. E. D. MOTTLEY

Mr. E. D. MOTTLRY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I
am asking the House to grant me three months leave
of absence from my duties as from the Ist July
proximo.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
honourable member.

RESOLUTION FIXING SALARY OF LIBRA-
RIAN AND SECRETARY OF THE HOUSE
OF ASSEMBLY POSTPONED

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of
the Day stands in the name of the honourable junior
member for St. Thomas, to move the passing of a
Resolution fixing the salary of the Librarian and
Secretary of the House of Assembly at $2,280 per
annum from 2nd September, 1952.

Dr. CUMMINS: This resolution concerng the
salary of the Librarian and Secretary of this House
of Assembly. It reads as follows:— °‘Resolved that
under the provisions of the Officers of the Assembly
(Salaries) (Amendment) Act, 1952, the salary ot
the Librarian and Secretary be $1,440 x 120 —
$2 280 per annum from the second day of Septem-
ber, 1952, and that the present holder of the post
be given one increment as from the second day of
September, 1952.”’

Before proceeding further, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
I am asking leave to make an amendment in line 2
of this Resolution. After the word ‘Assembly’ in
line 1, T am asking that the words ‘Salaries Act 1912
(1912-2) as amended by the Officers of the Assem~
bly’ be inserted to precede the words in line 2

Honourable members will remember that the
Librarian and Secretary was appointed an officer
of this House in September 1952. Previous to that
date, he was considered a Civil Servant, but as was
rightly done, he was taken from being a Civil
Servant and appointed an officer of this House. Sir,
the argument when he wag appointed was that he
should be paid as a Long Grade Clerk in the Civil
Service and that was eventually agreed to; but re-
cently, as a result of the Dos Santos Report in
respect of salaries of Civil Servants, the salaries of
Long Grade Clerks have been mcreased to a maxi-
mum of $2,280 per annhum and I think it is only
fair that the salary of the Librarian and Secretary
should be inecreased accordingly. Therefore, Sir, T
move that the salary of the Librarian and Secretarv
of the House of Assembly be $1,440 x 120—$2,280
per annum.

Sir, the present holder of the post is mnow
drawing one inerement on the seale and the incre-
ment mentioned at the end of the above resolution
represents the additional increment given to Long
Grade Clerks under the Dos Santos Report. T think
that it is only fair that the Librarian and Clerk

should get a further increment because if he werc
sull a Civil Servant he would have benefited by
annual increments in aceordance with the date of his
appointment; but for the four years he was a Civil
Servant, he havino" served under the aegis of the
Civil Estabhshment from the 5th October, 1948 to
the 2nd September, 1952, he was never given any
inerease and I feel today that not only ig it fair that
ke should be given a further inerement but that h.
should be given five increments instead, so that this
officer should not be out-of-pocket by bemg an. officer
of this House- I am therefore putting thiy sugzes-
tion to honourakle members and should they fees -
so disposed, they can make an amendment along
that line and T will be happy to acecept it. I there.
fore move that this Resolution do now pass.
Mr. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. TALMA: Sir, 1 feel that in view of what
1s set out in the Addendum, that the present holder
of the post served under the aegis of the Civil Es-
tablishment from the 5th October, 1948 to the 2nd
September, 1952, that he should certainly get more
than one increment. I therefore support the re-
marks of the honourable Deputy Leader of this
Jouse, I too feel that an injustice will be meted
ot to this officer by giving him only one increment,
becausze if he had remained in the Government Ser-
viece, he would have received four years’ increments,
It is only fair and right that we who are sitting as a
Labour Government should see that any employee of
the Government and more especially an employee of
the Houve of Assembly should not be victimised or
treated in any way against the poliey of the move-
n:ent to which we all are members. I therefore beg
to make this amendment to the resolution; instead of
the words ‘one increment’ occurring in the last line
of the resolution that the words ‘five increments’ be
substituted therefor- I hardly think that we can
co otherwise than to make this amendment, and I
feel that my remarks is an expression of the senti-
ments of the whole Chamber.

Mr. ¥F. L. WALCOTT: XMr. Deputy Speaker,
[ did not hear all of the remarks of the honourable
Deputy Leader of this House, but from what
the honourable senior member for Christ Church has
said I take the opposite view. I counsel honourable
members not to let us go over things we have done
already. We dealt with the salary of this officer
when we made him an officer of this House in Sep-
tember last year. If we read this Addendum we
would see that the present holder served in his
present post under the aegis of the Civil Establish-
ment from the 5th October, 1948 to the 2nd Sep-
tember, 1952 without ever having received incre-
ments which were paid during the said years to all
other employees in the Civil Establishment. The
honourable senior member for Christ Church bas
also made representations along that line for the
eiving of five increments to this officer. In these
matters vou create enemies by being outspoken. What
salary did the holder of this post receive on the 5th
October. 1948 when be was first appointed to the
post under the aegis of the Civil Establishment? He
was appointed at a salarv of $80 per month which
neans that he was not placed in the same vosition
as one when he enters the Service. If he had en-
tered the Service as other Civil Servants what would
be his relative position at the 2nd September, 1952?
Would it be better than the position he was in then?
Certainly it could not be better. How therefore can
vou bring this rmestion of increments into your ar-
suments now? There is no reasen why you should
brineg his period of time under the Civil Establish-
ment into the picture now because when you do so,
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you are faced with tne whole history of this omicer’s
salary. When the present holder of this post tooi up
the appointment, he received the maximuam atary of
what his predecessor got for doing the job, and it
was done because this officer was not to be at the
Lottom of the scale as when one enters the Civil Ser-
vice.  When you dealt with this officer on the last
creasion, you dealt with his salary and put it om
« Touvting. ‘the most that you can do now ic to say
that if he was put on the same footing as a iong
Grade Clerk and you have mereased your Long
Grade Clerks to a maximum of $2,280 per annum
‘that you should do the same thing with this officer.
You did not say on the last occasion that he should
get four inerements, so you cannot say ‘o, now. Ilow
can you in the light of what you did on the last oe-
casion conle today and say you are going to give him
five increments? Mr. Deputy Speaker, I do not have
anything against this officer, what T am sayving 1.
purely a matter of principle. There is no branch of
the Service that received five increments when we
cealt with them on the last occasion and I cannot see
how you can give this officer five increments now.

Sir, at the end of the Addendum it is stated that

the increment mentioned at the end of the above
resolution represents the additional increment given
to the Tong Grade Clerks under the Dos Santos
Report. Matters like this before being put on an
addendum  should be discusted by a Committee.
When things are done in this way, and one is forced
to be outspoken, others feel that you have an axe to
grind against the officer concerned. This is not the
case. I do not want any officer of this Serviee to
think that because an officer happens to be an officer
of this House that I would do more for that officer
than for other officers in other branches of the Ser-
viece. Can yon with any justification say today that
vou must give him five increments now because he
did not receive them when he was a Civil Servant
when vou know that on the last occasion when you
dealt with his salary vou put him on a salary which
was above the beginning of the salary scale for a
Long Grade Clerk? Sir, we have done this officer
no harm in so far as his emoluments by taking him
from the Civil Establishment and making him an
officer of this House. Let him compare hig position
with another Civil Servant in similar position that
entered the Service in 1948—the same time a; he
entered the Service. Mr. Deputy Speaker, T am not
concerned with who is vexed or who is pleased: T mean
nothing against thig officer; what T have said is
purely on a matter of principle. On these grounds,
I cannot support this resolution.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, T am
going to be very frank in my speech on this reso-
lution. Before I came into this House, the partic-
ular officer concerned discussed something with me
pertaining to the issue but I will not disclose what
it was. T think it is correct to say that in Septem-
ber last vear, the salary of this officer was reviewed
bv this House when his status was changed from
b'eing a Civil Servant and the background of the
argument at that time with respect to salary was
that he received fairly good treatment. On thar
oc:acion. we put him in the same category as that
of a Long Grade Clerk and since we have inereased
the maximum of Long Grade Clerks to $2,280 per
annum, T think it wonld be fair to inerease this
officer’s maximum to that ficure. T do not think any
honourable member would disagree with that. taking
into account that we promised to put him in the posi-
tion of a Long arade Clerk. What T de not like ahout
this mattsr is that an amendment has been moved to
eiva this officer five increments as from 2nd Sentem-
ber last when at that time it was distinetly pointed

out that the salary he svould be receiving then was
not based on his length of service. I therefore think
it would bhe grossly unfair to come today and vote
for g¢iving this officer five increments.

It is when a mistake like this is made that we create
w certain amount of dissatisfaction among the rank
and file of the Service. I sugge:t that if we give this
cfficer five inerements on this salary scale, we would
Le treating him better than any officer in the Long
Grade who had given fifteen years’ service. I there-
fore could not be in agreement with it. I agree with
the principle of paying persons adequate salaries
to live on, hut I do not think it would be correct
to say that this officer is not receiving an adequate
salary now having regard to his term of office in the
Service and the alary he was paid on his appoint-
ment. 1 will ask honourable members to be very
cavelful over this matter because even at present there
» much dissatisfaction existing within the Service and
it we sit here and create more anomalies by giving
these additional inerements we would be creatin:
more dissati faction.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, if
it were possible to look into the hearts of honourable
members, you would diseover that all would be feeling
that this resolution i- wrong, but nevertheless, some
of them would be saying that they are going to vote
for it. 1 am saying that this Resolution is wrong.

dr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
member going to introduce an argument to show that
the Librarian and Secretary should not be placed in
the position of 3 Long Grade Clerk when this House
s already decided that he should be placed in such
@ position?  All this resolution -eeks to do is to

‘merely alter the previous salary scale and bring it

into line with that of a Long Grade Clerk.

Mr. E. D, MOTTLEY : I thank Your Honour for
vour remarks but I was about to say what 1 <ard when
this matter came before the House on the last ocea
sion and that was that I believe the salary which we
agreed to pay him for his services was a good salary. I
am going to remind honourable members that too far
east is west. According to the salary of this officer
which was fixed on the last oceasion, it began at $120
per month and would go to $180 plus cost of
living allowance. 1 want to say at this stage that this
i+ a handsome salary for the duties which this officer
1s called on to perform. Any honourable member who
vould say anything different to that would be stifling
his conscience and dishonest to himself.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I must really ask
the honourable member not to even make it appear
#s if he is accusing honourable members of dishonest
actions. _ .

AMlr. B. Do MOTTLEY : Mr. Deputy Speaker, if
certain honourable members want to compensate this
officer for anything which he may do for them per-
sonally, let them do so out of their pockets. It is
wrong to increase this salary today. Do yvou want
to tell me that the duties of this officer call for a bet-
ter salary than the duw*les which officers in some de-
partments of the Service have to perform such as a
Long Grade Clerk in the Income Tax Office and the
Attorney General’s Office?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
Senior Member for the City saying that the pro-
nasals of this resolution are a dishonest act? Certain-
Iy, if you are saying so, You are out of order. You
right say that vou do not agree with them.

Mro E.D. MOTTLEY : I say again Mr. Deputy
Sneaker that if honourable members want to compen-
szte this officer for anything which he may do for them
personally, let them do so out of their own pockets.
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKFER: [ will just ask the
honourable member to bear with me for my inter-
ruption.  Will you tell me exactly on what point
ere you arguing in this resolution? May | remind
vou again that the idey of placing the Livrarian and
isecretary of this House in the same category as a
Long Grade Clerk is something which this House has
already decided. It was agreed to on the last occasion,
sometime before September last year. This House
bas the right of fixing the salaries of its officers.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I did not agree to it then.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Are you going to
propose an amendment to this resolution? 1 do no:
think the honourable member should continue these
propose an amendment to this resolution? I do mnot
resolution.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Sir, on the last ocsasion, |
expressed my position on the matter. As 1 have
said before I would be the last person to stand in
the way of any person earning an adequate salary
for the job he is doing. I am looking at this resolu
tion this way. Call the office of this job ‘‘Libra-
rian and Seecretary’’ or change it to whatever name
vou like, I am satisfied that the post i3 mot worih
$190 per month. If it is worth that figure then the
Clerks who are doing work in the Auditor General’s
Office or the Income Tax Office, whose position call
for more responsibility, are worth $390 per month
Surcly, T cannot come in this Chamber and sit down
and see a resolution of this sort pass without ex-
[ressing my disapproval. Do you want me to agree
te this resolution for it to cause eventually more dis
satisfaction in the Service? I have a conscience. As
T have said already, I have nothing against the pres-
ent holder of the office; [ happened to know him when
he was a baby ; but are you going to pay your Libra-
rian and Secretary the same thing as a Long Grads
Clerk knowing well that the job does not compare
with that of a Long Grade Clerk? I am very much
surprised at the honourable Senior Member for
Christ Churech who moved the amendment to give the
helder of the office five inerements. T believe that
deep down in the honourable member’s heart le
meant. well but I do not see how any honourable
member of this House can agree to that amendment.
There is no reason why you should do something ex-
travagant or unreasonable because you are dealinz
~-ith an officer of this House. T notice that there is
n tendency among honourable members to favour
~ffi-ers of this House: some honourable members
“avine the feeling that if thev act differently. the
nficers would get up against them and treat them with
digsrecpect. As far as T am concerned. T hope noune
of them would ever try to do so.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 think the hon.
cnrable member is making a rather serious charge
a-ain t officers of this Heuse. No such complaint has
r—ev been brought to m3 mnotice by any honourable
-+ her of this House, nor has the honourable
¢~ grap of this House ever communicated with me
of «yeh treatment to honourable members. On the
< 'h-+ hand, any action of such sort should not be
“aa't swith in this wav. The action of the honourable
~~ember in introducing it in this measure is mos:
“epnlorable.

- B, . MOTTLEY: T may have spoken too
strongly, Mr. Deputy Speaker. I am yet saying
that this office of Librarian and Secretary does not
worth $180 or $190 per month. Yon can call it by
~uv other faney name—Secretaryv-Creneral for thal
voostor_—it does not worth that salarv. Power car-
riey responsibilitv. Must vou do this becaunse vou
“re empowered to do it? To do it would be dis-
honest. Mr. Deputy Speaker, with the grratest

respeet to you in your position, tell me the duties
of the Librarian and Secretary?  All things that
are lawful are not expedient. .

My. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
member asking what are the dutieg of the Librarian
and Secretary? I think that every honourable mem-
ber of this House should be aware of the duties ot
that office. It doeg not speak well for the honourable
senior member for the City if he is not aware of the
duties of that office. 1 may say that this officer is
not employed by any particular member of this
House.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY. : Sir, I see no harm being
done to thig officer if you allow his salary scale to
remain as it is. According to the present salary
scale, this officer will be going to $180 per month.
This resolution seeks to earry it to $190 per month
plus an inerement as from 2nd September last, with
an amendment now for the giving of five incre-
ments, but 1 think this would be reflecting against
what the House did on the last occasion when we
fealt with this matter. At that time I did not
think it was the right thing to do and I am of the
same opinion now. I believe if you take a referen-
dum on this matter, no honourable member would
say that this officer’s salary scale reaching a maxi-
mum of $180 per month is not a fair and adequate
salary taking into consideration the duties and
qualifications of the officer. Mr. Deputy Speaker,
I am not supporting this resolution and I also know
that the Leader of this House is the greatest oppon-
ent to it. I cannot see how the Government could
have sent it down. May 1 also say that in the ex-
prossions of opinion on the increasing of salaries to
officers in the higher grade of the Serviee, you said
that it was wrong to Inerease them; if you said so
then, you must say this is also wrong. I do not
think this resolution should have been sent down.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Does the honour-
able member mean to say that for the duties which
the Librarian and Secretary has to perform, the
salary scale as proposed by this resolution is wrong?

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Yes, Sir. I am expressing
the view that this resolution fixing the salary scale
tor the duties of Librarian and Secretary up to a
maximum of $190 per month should be rejected.
Rejecting this resolution, the salary scale of this
officer would go on to $180 per month which, I
think, is the correet salary for this office. Sir, I
move that this resolution be rejected. I do it with
the fullest sense of responsibility. When this reso-
fution is rejected, no harm or hardship is caused
to this officer. Mis salary would go on to $180 per
month which T consider is an absolutely good salary -
for the duties he is ealled to perform. If you make
comparison of this salary with that of schoolmasters
and other persons qualified for technical work, yon
will see that this salary compares favourably.

Mr. TALMA: T rise on a point of explanation,
Sir. If this officer was paid a salary of $180 per
month from the beginning that would be very well.
The position would be very clear, but he is paid on
an incremental basis. I would also point out that
the other officers of this House are paid fixed salaries
and the Librarian and Secretary is the only officer
who is being paid on an incremental basis.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Sir, I still will say thar
whether this office is paid on an incremental basis or
fixed salary, the duties of Librarian and Secretary
are not worth more than $180 per month. I beo
to move that this resolution be rejected.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir, I rise to put forward
one or two things which T have in mind and which
I think would clarify the situation and heln hon-
ourable members to resolve the question. T take it
that since vou have given the Librarian and Secre-
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tary the status of a Long Grade Clerk in the Civil
Service as specified in the resolution, you will have
to pay him in that category; therefore, in so far as
that is concerned, I am prepared to vote for the
maximum which a Long Grade Clerk in the Service
would obtain. [t is right that you pay him what
that post in the Service gets. The honourable member
ror Christ Church actually said that this officer should
be given the maximum on the ground that other
officers of the House were being paid a fixed salary.

Mr. TALMA: Sir, I made no such suggestion.
I merely said that other officers of this House re-
ceived fixed salariés and that this officer was the
only one who was paid on an incremental basis. If
he were paid a fixed salary, the position would be
very clear.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir, it was suggested to
give this officer five increments together. There can
be no justification for saying that because no officer
who is a Civil Servant receives at any one time five
increments. In the words of the hono‘ur.able senior
Member for the City, if that were done, 1t Wou.ld. be
a dishonest act. I therefore disagree to the giving
of five increments. I may also mention that the
officers of this House who are paid fixed salaries are
not Civil Servants. If an officer of this House is
being treated as a Civil Servant with all the ameni-
ties attached to a Civil Servant, he should not be
given concessions which a Civil Servant does not
receive. 1f an officer of this House is being treated

as a Civil Servant, with their rights and privileges,.

then he should abide by the terms and conditions of
the Service. ) ) ¢

Qir, I am willing to support this resolutlon‘ as
it stands but 1 cannot agree with the spggesned
amendment. We cannot get away from domg what
is provosed in the resolution. Whatever increment
this officer is entitled to, he should receive, but you
should not add more. The contention of certain
honourable members is that this officer should never
have been placed in the same position as a Long
Grade Clerk but the fact remains that it is done
alreadv and because it is done we have to accept 1t
as a fact; we cannot go back on what we have
Iready agreed.

: M};. I\%APP: Sir, as far as T can see, the debate
on this question is just as a storm in a teacup. I
cannot see the reason why all this noise should have
been raised by honourable members over this ques-
tion. Tt seems to me that the suggested amendment
by the honourable senior member for Christ Church
was taken too seriously. I really did not take 1f
seriously because I think what is proposed in this
resolution treats this officer generously. I must
thank Your Honour for reminding honourable mem-
bers that this House has the right of fixing the
salaries and emoluments of its officers, but surely.
I think this is a matter which could have been re-
ferred to the Debates Committee.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As far as I know.
the Debates Committee employ reporters of this
House. The Act has been changed so as to make
the Librarian and Secretary an officer of this House
and because of that anything pertaining to this
officer should be dealt with by the House.

Mr. MAPP: With all due deference to Yow
Honour's ruling, T still think that the wise course
which should have been adopted in this matter should
have been to refer it to the Debates Committee. 1
am saying that a matter of this sort cannot be com
petently discussed in this House; it can only be
competently discussed by a Committee of this House.
As a result 'of the differences of opinion on this mat-
ter, I think it would be better if this resolution 1s
postponed. T therefore move that this resolution
be postponed for further consideration.

Mr. BRANCKER: 1 second thig motion. If we

postpone this matter, we would have further oppor-
tunity of exploring the pros and cons and would be
better able to decide whether we would be doing an
injustice or otherwise to this officer or to the rest of
the Civil Servants.

Dr. CUMMINS!:
Deputy Speaker.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Speaking on the post-
ponement, I would like to note that we are agireeing
to the postponement of this matter on the condition
that there will be more statement on it when it returng
to this House. Sir, thig is not a matter like one being
returned to the Government for further consideration.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have no doubt
that His Honour the Speaker will deal with the mat-
ter in the best possible way.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : T hope that in your pos:-
tion as Deputy Speaker of this House, Your Honour
would undertake to find out how Long Grade Clerks in
the Service were treated under the resolution which
was recently passed by this House because in so far as
increments are concerned, no additional increments
were given to Civil Servants. Why I say so is because
the latter part of the Addendum states that the in-
erement mentioned at the end of the above resolution
represents the additional increment given to the Liong
Grade Clerks under the Dos Santog Report. 1 take
it that this suggested increment is not an assimilation,
it means the giving of an additional increment as
from the 2nd September last year to this particula:
officer. I find it necessary to advise you on this
matter because the question of assimilation was one
of the moot points before the Government when it
considered the revision of salaries of the Service
and the Government has declared its policy. If,
unfortunately, any member of the Government agrees
‘¢ what this resolution purports to do and which as
a matter of policy this Government deeided not to
do, it would place Government in an embarrassing
position.

Dr. CUMMINS: On a point of order, My.
Deputy Speaker, T have accepted the motion for the
postponement of this Resolution.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am fully aware
of that, but the honourable Junior Member for St.
Peter is speaking on the motion for the postpone-
ment.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Sir, this matter is so very
vital that perforece, T must make these remarks for
the benefit of tlese who are going to deal with this
matter. I do not want charges to be made like what
the honourable Senior Member for the City was
forced to make a few moments ago. 1 feel sure that
with the advice I have given, Your Honour can use
vour influence among honcurable members who may
deal with this matter. T am asking you to ascertain
what is the assimilation policy of the Government
and what is the correet position of Long Grade Clerks
in the Service so that you can do nothing unfair to
this particular officer. We must bear in mind that
when we pass a resolution like this, the Governor-in~
Iixecutive Committee nor the Accountant General can
alter it; and as it is now, it will make a mockery of
the whole position. As far as I can see, this officer
is entitled to the salary secale of $1,440 x 120—2,280.
I do not know what his increment is on this scale nor
do I know the date on whieh another increment be-
comes due. By this resolution, he will receive
another increment as from the 2nd September, 1952.
I therefore ask you to go into the matter nwost care—
Tully.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Speaking on the motion
for the postponement, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am glad
that the Government has accepted this motion.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member has not fully appreciated the position. This

I accept this motion, Mr.
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rantter does not concern the Government; it is a mat-
ter for the House. :

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I am glad that Your Hoa-
our made that point clear particularly when the hon-

ourable Senior Member for St. Thomas was speaking
< on the matter, because I too thought that it would
have been a matter for the DIebates Committee.
- Aecording to your explanation, this would not be a
matter for the Debates Conmittee or the Government
to settle but for the House. Because this Resolution
lookg like ereating a charge on the Treasury, 1 am at
a loss to understand where the rezolution eriginated.
Sometimes, Mr. Deputy Speaker, you say things to
make people believe you are ignorant of wnat you are
speaking but if T am consxdered a fool in this matter
by some, let them enjoy that belief. According to
what Your Honour hag said, any honourab¥e member
of this House may come in here with a Bill to ask
that the Clerk of this House be paid £3,000 per
annum, if I give this as an illustration. T am saying
that a Bill to that effect, according to what Your
Tonour has said, would be quite in order, but for me,
it would be very dishonest.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I could not regard
it as such. I take it that the honourable member is
straying from the motion.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Sir, —the hon. Deputys
Leader having accepted the motion for the postpone-
ment of this resolution for further consideration, |
would say no more at this stage other than to say
that L cannot give the advice which the honourable
junior member for St; Peter gave but that whoever
takes part in discussing this matter before it reaches
the floor of this House again should go most carefully
into what is the worth of the office of Librarian and
Secretary.

The question that further consideration of the
resolution be postponed was then put and agreed to.

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Deputy Speaker—I would
like to ask leave that Order No. 9 standing in my
name be taken as the first Order of the Day under
Private Members’ Business. )

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
—1T would like to ask leave that Order No- 1, stand-
ing in my name be the first Order of the Day.

On the question being put that Order No. 9 be
the first Order of the Day and on a division being
called for the question was resolved in the affirma-
tive, the House dividing as follows:—

Ayes: Messrs Bryax, Mapp, TArmA, HoLbEr, Dr.
CuvMmiNs, Cox, MmLLEr and Mrs. BournNe (8)

Noes: Messrs SMITH, BRANCEER, VAUGHAN, ALL-
pEr and E. D. MortLEY (5). S

BILL: TO AUTHORISE SALE OF
“SCARBORO’’ LLAND ‘
: f

On the order being ecalled for Mr. Talma to
move the second reading of a Bill to authorise the
Vestry of Christ Church to sell a parcel of land at
““Searboro,”” Christ Church, to the Governor-in-
Executive Committee of the Island:

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, — This is
really a matter of a formal nature which will entail
very little time. It is a Bill to authorise the Vestry
of Christ Church to sell a parcel of land to the
(Governor-in-Executive  Committee for the purpose
of erecting a post office and library. There is nothing
controversial in the Bill. Tt is merely a matter of
procedure. The library and post office to be erected
are two of the projeets set out in the Memorandum
of the Five Year Plan. They are essential things,
and thingg which should have been done sinee 1947
under the old Ten Year Plan.

I move, Sir, that the Bill be read a second time.

Mr. Mapr ceconded the motion, which was pus
and agreed to-

The Bill was read a second time.

On the motion of Mr. Tarma seconded by MMr.
Marp Mr. DepuTy SPEAKER left the Chair and the
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. Smire
in the Chair.

On the motion of Mr. TAarma seconded by Mr.
Marp the Preamble to the Bill was postponed.

On motions of Mr. TarLma seconded by Mr,
HoLDER in each case the seven clauses of the Bill
were called and agreed to-

The Preambhle was aureed to.

On the motion of Mr. Tarma seconded by Mr.
Howper Mr. Chairman reported the passing of the
Bill in Committee, and Mr. Depury SPEAKER Te-
sumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

On motions of Mr. TaLma seconded by Mr.
Howper in each case the Bill was read a third time
and passed.

ADDRESS EE PAN AMERTCAN AIRWAYS

On the Order being called for Mr. E. D. Mottley
to move the passing of the following Address:—

The House of Assembly
To
His Ezxcellency the Governor

The House of Assembly is of opinion that in
view of the fact that Pan American Airways are
Gperatma' an air service in the West Indies, that it is
in the interest of Barbados that the company ba
mvited to operate direct services from New York
and Puerto Rico respectively to this island and th.
House of Assembly requests that your Excellency
take the necessary steps to implement this Address.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Deputy Speaker, —
I do not believe that this Address should be contro-
versial. From the time that air transport started in
these parts there has been a feeling that we should
not, as far as Barbados is concerned, play second
fiddle to Trinidad or any other West Tndian Colony.
I am going to begin at a point at which I would
anticipate criticism. T understand that there ig an
international agreement — which none of us mem-
bers of the House are conversant with—which will
have to be discussed at international level, and we
would have no say in such matters. Be that as it
may, we know that we have an airport and that that
airport cost us a handsome sum of money. We know
too that there is no direet communication between
Barbados and the U.S.A. by air, and people coming
here from the U.S.A. must be transhipped from
Trinidad, Antigua or Puerto Rico.

Now if one reflects and asks what good would
it do to have Pan American Airline coming here, 1
suppose that evervone knows that there would have
to be give and take between an American Airline
and a British Airline. That is, if an American Air-
line got permission to land here they would have
to give similar concession to B.O. "A.C. to land else-
where. That is something which is much beyond the
notice of members of the House- Be that as it may,
what we do know is that we have begun to pay more
attention to the Tourist Trade and in that connection
direct transportation from New York here will mean
quite a lot. Some may ask why New York. It is
well known that the City of New York means much
to the people of this colony.

T do not profess to know the intricacies of high
international agreements, but T know that our air-
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povt has cost us, aud is co.ung us a great deal of
noney, anu that we should mase 1t clear that since
we have o uepend Lidef vil e goucist trade we
will not sapport an 1solated airport any more than
we would support an isorated narpour i this modern
age; but thar it should pe open to 1. awties Wuicn
are willing to operate here.

I know tnac certain honourable members who
have intimated to me that toney are willing to sup-
port this Address are prepared to say that the Ad-
dress should be amended to say that we should not
cnly ask Pan American Airways but any reputable
airline operating in the West Indies to make a stop
kere. | am willing to accept any such amendment
1 [ think that accepting such an ameundment would
“¢ensure the passing of the Address. I see the wisdom
1 not merely saying Pan American Airways. I know
trie benefits to be derived from having direct com-
munication with New York, but [ also realise that
there are other lines, like the Dutch Airline running
from other places and I am willing to aceept an
amendment by which they can be included.

I repeat, Sir, that 1 do not think we should
maintain an airport at the expense of the taxpayers
for the benefit of any one airline, whether it be Brit-
i=zh or else, but we should also invite other airlines
that will mean something to Barbados both by way
of direet communication and advertisement. [ beg
to move that this Addre=s do now pass.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Deputy Speaker—I beg
t¢ second that motion, and in doing s [ do not think

that there is much that needs to be added to what the

honourable mover has said. After all, it is recognised
that the most efficient and extensive air service in
the world 1s that conducted by Pan American Air-
ways, and one would naturally hate to think as a Bar-
badian that that Service is debarred from being
permitted to use the facilities of Seawell Airport.
K.L.M. is another very efficierst service. Now we
are served exclusively, or almost so, by B.W.I. Air-
ways. [ understand that there is an attempt by an-
other company to provide a more punctual serviee
than that provided in the past; but, Sir, with the
difficulties which seem to be increasing in providing
transport facilities for people to and from this coun-
try, and with the fact that the British Government
has apparently done nothing to assist us in travelling
by sea-—we have to depend almost exclusively on
the French Line for opportunities to visit the T K.
—T strongly favour this proposed additional service
to the existing one whereby tourists might be able
to come from the 17K, by Pan American Airways via

the U.S.A.

The matter is one for adjustment. 1f peradven-
ture we required B.W.I Airways to agree to share
the facilities at Seawell with not only T.C.A. but
also with P.A.A. then the latter might have to con-
cede a similar eoncession in respect of another port
te which they have access. That, Sir, does not con-
cern us. What does and must coneern us is whether
we are suffering from the lack of shipping opportuni-
ties. Carlisle Bay being no longer the most import-
apt port in the British Caribbean, we must try to
make up for that by ensuring that Seawell provides
every possible opnortunitv for persons who either
want to travel and are unable to get a ship, or who
prefer to travel by air.

Consequently, Sir, I support the Address which
expresses the view that since P.A.A. operates ser-
viees to other Caribbean colonies that company should
be invited to overate a service to and from Barbados.
Tt will be for the companv to get over the difficulties
of adijnstment and any other diffieulties which might
stand in the way; but as far as Barbadog is eon-

cerned this Address extends an invitation to them to
utilise our airport.

wien we want to relieve, if only temporarily,
cur difficulties of over population and unemployment,
we (o not hesitate to turn to the U.S.A. We look
north ; we send a telegram; we pass addresses in this
Chamber with a view to getting that country to take
some of our people and provide them with employ-
went. We must work on a reciprocal basis, and a
gesture such as the jassing of this Address must
cause the Americans to be more kindly disposed to-
wards us, when from the elected Chamber of this
colony there comes an Address inviting the greatest
American commercial airline to operate here. They
must look more favourably upon us when we ask
them to help us in solving our unemployment prob-
ien, even though it is only a temporary solution.

{ am happy to support the passing of this
Address which is nothing more than an invitation
\\hlch if it is passed, is e‘{tended from the elected

ptesentatnes of the people of Barbados to th s
American airline to call at Barbados, and to have
the facilities at Seawell improved by having not only
BW.LA and T.C.A. calling there, but the greate 1
of them all, P.AA.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, — It
should be unnecessary to emphasise the importancs
of this Address; but knowing as many of us do, the
mysterious apathy of Government towards certain
avenues of developing the tourist industry in this
colony, I am compelled to reiterate the importance
of a service like this. [ am interested in this almost
exelusively from the point of view of the develop-
ment of the Tourist Industry in this country. Right
now that industry is confined to a seasonal phase
With this direct service | am sure that you will have
an cpportunity of making tonrism an all year rounit
business.  As 1 bave said, Sir, we anticipate trom
past things, and from the recent attitude and pro-
nouncements of the statesmen of the Government,
we anticipate (lovernment’s opposition to this
Address.  So it is necessary to state elearly and un-
equivocally the tremendoug importance a direct ser-
vice from America to this country would mean to
the development of the tourist industry. It is at
times incredible t» realise what can be controlling
the minds of members of the Government when they
oppo=e a measure like this. Tourism is a major indns-
try in certain istand communities.  And Barbados
i at the stage where it s eriminal folly to put any
obstacle in the way of the further dev elopment of the
Tourist Industry. Tt is the type of industry that
cmploys vavied groups in the community. It fur-
thers the interests of capitalists; but it also furthers
the interest of the domestie worker, the taxi driver
and similar other groups of workers whose livelihood
we cannot afford to ignore.

T live in an area where I have got ptdctlmf
experience of what tourism means to this (ountr
We have always known that it meant something of
considerable importance: but [ did not realise its
great importance until T lived in the area where &
am now. There is a marked difference noticeabl»
between husiness in the tourist season and business
cutside that season. .\ hoetel will emplov hundred:
ai people for three or four months. and oive pines
than half of them what is termed a ‘‘holiday’’ wher
there are mo more tourists. That situation is likely
to be eomsiderably changed with the implementation
of this Address. The miembers of this House should
make a study of the other island communities wher~
the Tourist Industry is one of the princirnl indu:-
tries of the country. Take Jamaica, Trinidad, Be--
muda: all of them have direct communication wit™y
New York by air.
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1 do not subscribe to the nonsense about tourism
spoiling this country. That is obean. You cannot
:poit people by putting emproyment in thewr way-
rarbados -hould not be the private reserve of a few,
we should be open to the world. 1 am sure that
people will come to this colony who have not been
here before. And they in turn will encourage others
o come., A few mounths after this service beging
the people of this country will begin to see the con-
siderable benefit of having a direct air service from
New York as tar ag the development of the tourist
industry is concerned. We have every opportunity
now of making this industry an all the year round
buisiness and not one confined to three or four months
of the year.

I could speak with some heat on this question.
It is one on which there should be great agitation
il Government sets up an opposition to it. Govern-
ment must understand that year after year the
unemployment situation is worsening. Almost all
eroups of the community are complaining about the
tack of employment; and as I have said, tourism 1s
an industry that aids every type of employment. It
ig one of those fundamental industries which auto-
matically develops other types of industries. Puerto
Rico is concentrating on making tourism at least

. second to sugar. Jamaica is concentrating on the

same. So also is Trinidad and little Grenada is
doing a good job. I think I am correct in saying
that we who have more to offer than those countries
T have mentioned are suffering from what 1 called
carlier a mysterious apathy as regards any further
development of the Tourist Industry.

You hear people saving that the Tourist In-
dustry will make the cost of living higher. But if
the cost of living is made dearer and people are
working for more than they are working for today,
the increase in the ecost of living will be offset by
But I do not accept
the theory that a development of the tourist industry
wil] make the cost of living any higher than it ig to-
day. Development of things like market gardening
will be encouraged. )

To deal specifically with this address, sir, 1
would say that one of the main avenues for the du-
velopment of tourism is the improvement of facili-
ties of travel. No community can develop the tour-
ist industry to any worth while extent unless there
ix a means of facilitating travel; and this Address
offers Barbados that means. Consequently, Sir,' I
cannot imagine any member of this House offering
the slightest opposition to thig Address. Indeed, 1
personally am prepared, if the honourable mover
finds any opposition to it on the part of Government,
T am prepared to co-operate with him and get a
public demonstration to put the importance of it
before the Government. We cannot go on allowing
+ blind administration to keep back in every way the
development of this country. Whatever may be the
private, personal opposition controlling the members
of the Government we cannot sit down and allow
them to obstruct the development of tourism in this
country.

Sir, of the few Addresses that have been in-
troduced in this House since the opening of the new
session there is none in which T am in more hearty
agreement than this one the purpose of which is to
have Pan American or some other airways offering
direet service from the U.S-A. fo this island. T en-
dorse this Address introduced by the honourable
senior member for the City.

Mr. MAPP: Mr Deputy Speaker—This Ad-
dress moved by the honourable senior member for
the City was T believe brought here last session and
was partially debated. As far s T ean remember,

some time after this Address was debated a com-
munigus appeared in the local Press to the effect that
Pan American Airways had not applied for a licence
to operate an air service to this island. Now, Sir,
it seems peculiar that thig House should want to do
for Pan American Airways what Pan American Air-
ways does not want to do for itself. 1 do not think
that the Government would have issued a commmunique
to that effect if it were not a fact. If P.A.A. really
were taking a thing like thig seriously, and the Gov-
ernment’s statement was incorrect, any reasonzble
person would expect that P.A.A. would have refuted
it. No such refutation was made. To ask the House
to make an application on behalf of a private com-
pany is to my mind going too far. It is making a
moekery of this Chamber. It is merely using an
honourable Assembly like this as a pawn in the
game of PUA.AL asking 1t to do for them something
which they do not scem to be interested in doing
for themselves. T think that is asking too much. It is
an insult to our intelligence,

A member gets up here and talks a lot of high

: falutin nonsense about the tourist industry; and all

the time what are we doing? We are being nothing
but the agents of P-A.A. Iitd. I cannot regard it
as anything more than that. They have not applied
for a licence to come here; and we must beg them fo,
come. For what? I feel that if the honourable senior
member for the City was serious and really felt that
Seawell should be an open airport he would have in-
trodue>d an Address to that effect without diserim-
inating as far as any one company is concerned. This
House as a rezponsible body would have asked the
tovernment that Seawell should be an open airport
at which any air service at all could operate between
this island and other countries. Not merely Pan
American Airways. They did not put us in this
House. We are not here to represent them. We are
representing the people of Barbados. I would have
expected to see an Address asking that Seawell be
an open airport. But what do I see? The Address
states: ““....... In view of the fact that Pan American
‘Airways are operating an air service in the West In-
dies, that it is in the interest of Barbados that the
company be invited to operate direct services ete.”’
Is P.A.A. the only company that operates air serviceg
in the West Indies? Are they the only one operating
such air services besides T.C.A. and BW.LA.? It
sounds very suspicious to me I do not think that
this House should be a party to it.

P.A.A. are not interested on the face of it
There is no foundation to the idea that P.A.A. are
eager fo bring tourists here and the Government (o
not want it. Tt is nothing but using this House as
the instrument of some private concern. T think it
is time to learn to treat this Chamber with move
respect. This is the House of Assembly. It is not St.
Michael’s Vestrv. You cannot make this House into
an agency for private people and private concern-.
It is really too much to ask me to support an Ad-
dress worded in this way. T hope that the last thing
this House will think of doing is passing an Address
Iike this.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Deputy Speaker—I am
wondering whether or not the honourable senior
n-ember for the City would be willing to accept an
amendment to his Address. 1 would like to move
as an amendment if he agrees, the deletion of all th-
words and the substitution of new words. After the
formal words ‘‘The House of Assembly to~His Ex-
cellency the Governor ete.”” it would read: “‘The
House of Assembly is of the opinion that in view of
the fact that Pan American Airways and the Rovel

: Duteh Airlines known as K.L.M., are operating a'r
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services in the West Indies, it is in the interest of
Barbadog that these companies be 1nvited to malkc
Barbados a regular port of call in their itinerary,
and particularly to ensure that direct communicaticn
by air between this island and New York be estab-
Irshed.

2. 'The House would thank Your Excellency to
take *the necessary steps at an early date to imple-
ment the terms of this Address.”’

Theve are a few words I would like to add. Some
years ago a local company in the early stages cf
its formation decided to form an airline serviee for
the West Indies. 1 know that the company was
actually registered and some shares sold, amounting
to tremendous sums of money. One plantation owner
came to grief beeause it was discovered and he was
forced to surrender a lot of his interest in the
plantations if he wanted to have a share in this local
airline company. It was denied the right to operate
in the area.

There are occasions when members of the publie
have to make trips to the UK., and they have to pa~
$80.00 for a flicht by B W.I.A., to join
P.AA. at another_ port. We have people who
want to go from here to America and they
have to pay this additional charge becauss
there is no arrangement under which these com-
panies cai come into Barbados. Mr. Deputy Speaker,
I do not know if we are doing the best thing to invite
these two companies. The honourable member may
have the foresight by which he can see into the next
two decades.
feel that there should be some arrangement by which a
person leaving here can go direct to New York by
air. There it also some reason to believe that com-
petition would force air rates down and cheapen air
trazel. We all appreciate that air travel is here to
stay

I am asking the honourable senior member for
the ity to accept my amendment and let us get on
witli g thing that can be of service to the colony.

Mr. COX: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I regret that
I Adid not know that the honourable senior member
for the (lity was prepared to deal with this Address
this evening, or I would have been able to bring in
shie necessary data. 1 must first of all thank the hon-
ourable senior membr for St. Thomas who hag put
the Goverument’s case very well indeed. When the
honourable senior member for the City raised this

vestion last session., as I saw it when I was sym-
patheticalls-  inclined towards the Address. But
sinee then I have become convineed that there is some
sort of eatch. I am not accusing the honourable
member of knowing what is behind this. I believe
that he has brought forward this Address in good
faith. But if vou read the communique which the
Government published on thig question you can sez
that there is something very fishy about the matter.

Despite the fact that ‘this Address was before
the House and wag discussed last session, P.AA. have
not up to now shown any willingness to operate a
service in Barbados. Seawell, ag we all know, can be
colled an open airport. You will remember that this
House objected strongly in 1942 to giving B.W.LA. a
raonopoly. What the Honse did do at the time was
to decide that during the emergency—

Mr. MILLER: On a point of order, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, T understood the honourable mem-
ber to say that P.A.A., never applied for a licence
to operate here. T am wondering if no application
was ever made through their agents or anyone au-
thorised by them.

Mx. COX: No application was made by an
agent or anyvone. The only application is the Address

I do not have that foresight. But I do j

before the House. Ag I was saying the House said

that during the emergency they would agree that pre-

ference be given to B.W.L.A. and say, for less than
a year after the emergency. But they were not
prepared to give a monopoly to any company. The
position since then has remained the same, There is
an agreement under which this company or any other
company operating a foreign service can apply. As
I have said, I>.A.A., has not applied. If they had
applied 1 have no doubt that they would have been
given permission to operate a service here. That
would of course involve reciprocal treatment. As
vo know, if P.A.A., got permission to move people
trom Barbados, B.0O.A.C., could make a similar re-
«uest for moving people from, say, Puerto Rico. I
do mnot think it is too much to believe that P.A.A.
knows this and that that ig the reason why they
have not applied.

Again T must say that I agree with the view
expressed by the honourable senior member for St.
Thomeés. I cannot see how we could sit here this
afternoon or any other time and agree to an Ad-
dress siich as this unless we were satisfled that the
company, or an agent for the company had made
application for a licence to operate in this country,
and had been turned down. We would have to be
convinced of that and then the House could express
the opinion that they do not agree with Government’s
opposition and refusal to grant a licence to P.AA.,
to operate a service to this island.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When the honour-
¢ble member says ‘‘government’’ he means the
Government of the UK.

Mr. COX: It is understood that this is an inter-
national question. But it is still a fact that things
such as these must still be referred to the local gov.
ernment. No application has been made and to pass
this Address we would be pressing for something tor
P.A.A. which they do not want. We would be putting
them in the position of saying ‘‘they did not want te
operate any service here. But yoa have pressed me
and T am willing to give vou a service.”” If B.O.A.C.
made a request then for reciprocal treatment irn
Puerto Rico or anywhere else, it might not be justified
Lecause we had actually forced P.A.A. to operate
here.

I feel that this Address should not be passed. T
cay 1t with all sincerity. I do not see how we could sit
here and pass this Address when the Government
made their position clear in the Press, saying that the
company had not applied for a hcenee even though
the company saw the willingness of the House of
Assembly.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 think you will
remember that the Government put in their commun-
ique previous to the last discussion also. I would
like to know at this stage, whether the honourable
genior member for the City will acecept the amendment,
£ the honourable junior member for St. George.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I will, Sir.

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Deputv Speaker,—Although
[ appreciate the cogency of the argument adduced bv
the honourable senior member for St. Thomas, and the
Lonourable senior member for St. Michael, I would
ray that in my view logie is one thing; but practical
results and benefits in an island such as this is an
cntirely different matter. (Cheers). While we are
iwisting and turning and paying too much attention
to procedure, courtesy, etiquette and things of that
nature, thousands of people will remain suffering and
in want through our.not doing not only what is justi-
fiable but what is expedient.

T feel that this Address merely serves as a sound-
ing board to discover the sentiments of the elected

&,
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represer:tatives of the people, knowing full well, as
the Americans should know, that Barbados is even
more English than Great Britain. There are certain
people in Barbados that are more English than Eng-
lishmen. It is for that very good reason that this
Address has been brought forward. Red tape and
procedure can go; but the benefits to be derived if
such an Address is passed must be borne in mind. An
Address of thig nature coming from the elected rep-
resentatives of the people would indicate to the Ameri-
cans that we are thankful and grateful to theu: foe all
that they have done for us, not only in war but m
times of peace. I feel that numerous benefits will
acerue if this Address ig implemented. Omne thing is
that we will have tourists here in season and out of
season. If such a service is developed we should be
thankful not only to P.A.A. or K.L.M. but to the
honourable senior member for the City for bringing
torward this Address. 1 think that the honourable
of the House should let the Government know what
Junior member for St. John has put the case of the
Tourist Industry thoroughly, and I hardly need re-
iterate what he said. We have the accommodation
for larger planes to call here and bring in a greater
number of passengers. The increase in the number of
services will cheapen the rates. I can hardly think
of any bad point which can be stated by way of out-
weighing the numerous good points of the Address.

I could probably speak much longer; but I do not
see the mecessity. I repeat: This Address serves as
a sounding board. It ceeks to find ‘out the true senti-
ments of the House. Procedure may be a good thing
in its place; but it should not blind us to the benefits
10 be derived from jnviting an American company to
make direct flights between Barbados and New York.
1t will develop the tourist industry and help relieve
our unemployment problem. Hotel and taxi workers
and many others will derive a benefit from it.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, — The
benefits to be derived from the implementation of this
Address will not only be from the point of view of
facilitating people getting out of the island; but of
facilitating people who want to travel from the U.S.A.
here. On the other hand the Government has more
or less said before now that P.A.A. have not applied
for a licence. The position at present is that we are
served by B.W.I.A. which is g subsidiary company
of B.0.A.C. My information is, and I hope that the
honourable senior member for the City will bear it in
mind, that the present policy of B.0.A.C. is to ask
B.W.LA. to reduce their costs as much as possible.
They have given them three years to strike a balance.
Presumably when B.W.LA. strikes a clear balance 1t
must mean that we will have a monopolistic airline in
the area with no competition. I have always been
worried by the rates which B.W.L.A. charges, al-
though I have been told that they are no higher than
those chargeable under the international air regula-
tions. T have been told that the rates of B.W.LA.
are lower in that recpect. What I want to say i
this: If B.W.LA. are working under a subsidy and
the rates are so high, and they are asked to strike a
clear balance, how are they going to get through? I
cannot see how they will reduce their costs even with
the possible programme of using aireraft of less fu=l
copsumption ete. .-

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
member saying that that is a reason why P AA.
should. come in? ]

Mr. WILLIAMS: T am saying that that is g
very good reason why they should be asked to come
i If B.W.LA. becomes wholly independent and
without competition, what will the travelling public
have to pay? That is my greatest worry. I am
told that the British Government will not allow them
to use Constellation Aircraft. Even with Turbo Jet

Vikings there will be a big charge per mile. We
must bear in mind that we must also look at this
matter from the point of view of people travelling
between the islands. I think we should take a broad
view of the problem. This question of rates has
always been my worry, and [ am convinced that we
will have to face the possibility of their being higher.
Although these things are governed by the interna-
tional regulations, I think that we in this small island
should make it known that we do want our airport
tc be an open port so that no one can squeeze us.

Mr. MAPP : Mr. Deputy Speaker,—Speaking on
the amendment, I would say that this amendment
to my mind does not improve the Address at all. The
gist of my opposition to this Address as i* appeared
first was that this House should not be a special agent
for any company. If we feel that it is in the inter-
est of Barbados to promote more competition we
should have an Address saying that Seawell should
be an open airport. But to invite a company that org
the face of it is not interested in operating a directs
serviee to this island, since it has not made any appli-
cation is in my view going too far. )

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
member including K.I.M. in his remarks?

) Mr. MAPP: Yes, sir. The same principle ap-
phes to K. L. M. to the extent that K. I,. M. on the
face of it is not willing to apply. No address naming
any private company should be entertained by this
House. Why set out to plead the cause of a pértieu—
lar company or companies? If we want to say that
Seawell should be an open airport let us say so with-
cut naming any particular company.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member had an opportunity of moving an amendment
to the Address. But he did not do so.

Mr. MAPP: Am T not at liberty to make an
amendment to this proposed amendment?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourabls
member can speak on any amendment that is pro-
posed after he has spoken.

Mr. MAPP: I am speaking on the amendment.
I am saying that neither the original Address nor
the proposed amended Address should be entertained.
The last honourable member who spoke put up a
very interesting case. But the case was not strong
enough.  You may see the possibility of runuing out
B.W.IA. altogether. If we feel that by promoting
competition you will benefit the island, say so. My
point of view is that if possible a mnationaliseii
B.W.IA. should be operated by the Federal Govern-
ment.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: T think that the
honourable member is going outside the terms of this
Address. 1 will point out also that the honourable
member has already argued on the Address from the
point of view of P.A.A. If his argument in respoct
of K.L.M. is the same I do not see that he has any
argument for continuing to gpeak.

Mr. MAPP: An amendment has been proposed
to the effect that IX.1.M. should also be asked. T am
arguing against that.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If the honourable
member is using the same arguments in respeet cf
I.L.M. as he used in respect of P.A.A. he is merely
repeating his arguments.

Mr. MAPP: I must repeat my arguments; but
I will promise not to carry the repetition too far. The
honourable junior member for St. George made hiy
amendment after I had spoken the first time. If the
idea is to cut costs, I think that from the point of
view of the West Indies, and looking at the matter
from a long term point of view, the best thing would
be to have a nationalised air service. Obviously that
would not be possible in the immediate future. .
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
wmember is again going outside the terms of the
Address.

Mr. MAPP: 1 will close now, sir. In view of
the fact that Your Honour does not want me to
repeat what I said at first 1 will c¢lose with the argu-
maent that where K.L.M. is concerned we would be
committing the same error if we became a special

pleader for K.L.AM. That is not the role of this
House.
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable

member had an opportunity of introducing an entire-
iy different Addresy or amending the original oue.

Mr. MAPP: T really felt that the question was
too involved.

Myr. ALLDER: 1 do not see why the honourable
Senior Member for St. Thomas should be so confused
on this matter. It does not seem as if he is interested

in any Airways Company operating a direct service
‘here. 8ir, [ view this matter from the benefits which
I believe this island would derive as a result of more
planes coming here, and especially if they come from
the United States. I have heard it said on many
occasions that this island should have a direct air
gervice operating to and from New York owing to
the inconvenience caused by having to take a service
from here to Trinidad, then to Puerto Rico and then
another to the United States.  Therefore, if this
Address can cause the authorities to realise that we
feel we should have tﬁi.s direct service, 1 see no
harm in this address. Some honourable members
have expressed the view that the B.W.I. Airways
which operate here, have no say in this matter, but
any negotiations for the operation of a direct air
service here must be done at Cabinet level. I can
very well see the reason for this contrary opinion by
those honourable members. They have expressed that
view because this Address has been brought in by
the honourable senior member for the City whom
they feel is championing the cause of a private
company.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not think the

honourable member is justified in making that
statement.
Mr. ALLDER: Yes Sir, the honourable senior

member for the City has been accused of champion-
ing the cause of the private air company mentioned
in the Address, but the accusers have failed to see
that this is something which would benefit the island.
Even if it is the intention of the honourable senior
member for the City to champion the cause of the air
serviee he mentioned in the Address, I still see that
what is expressed in this Address is what the people
of this island desire. They feal that it would facilitate
the tourist trade here and because it would create
competition, it would cause the rates to be reduced.

I have a feeling that the British West Indian

Airways Company which operates here and which
is supposed to be owned by West Indians is not so
owned, but is represented by a few West Indian per-
sonalities for another big British Company so as to
maintain a virtual monopoly in the British West
Indies. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I do not think this
Address pleads the cause of a particular airline com-
pany. The fact is that the company mentioned at
first in the Address owns airplanes and is likely to
operate a direct air service from New York to this
island. If we feel that we should have such a service
then this Address will express our wishes and will
cause the Government to realise thisz should be so—
I think this Address should have passed this Chamber
without any contrary comnients because it will benefit
the colony if its terms are carried out.

Mr. SMITH : I never expected that this Address
would have taken up so much time of this House.
Sir, the terms of this Address are as plain as A, B, C;
all that it seeks to ask is for the bringing in of another
airline to Barbados so as to get a direet link-up with
the United States. 1 understand that by next week
this House will be called upon to vote a few more
thousand dollars for the upkeep of the Seawell Air-
port. Must we spend all of that money on this air-
port for only one company to operate here? I would
like to see the Seawell Airport as busy as the airport
at Caracas where airplanes of various companies land
almost every hour of the day. [ believe that every
time a plane lands at an airport, landing fees have to
be paid. I do think the same thing prevails at the
Seawell Airport. Simple mathematics show me that
if this island gets six dollars as landing fees for one
plane, it will get twelve dollars for two and twenty-
four dollars for four. If that is so, why should we sit
here and by our actions allow only one airline com-
pany to operate here? The honourable senior mem-
ber for the City has been accused of introducing
this Address beeause he is interested in a particular
airline company and not because he is so much in-
terested in the benefits to the people of this colony
I am not so much prejudiced. If I think the St.
Michael’s Vestry by getting in this House of Assembly
could do something to benefit the island as a whole,
1 would be the first to lift it up and bring it in
this Chamber. T think more dollars would find their
way in the Public Treasury if we grant this conces-
sion. It will also cause a saving te the people who
may happen to travel by this direct service owing
to the fact that they would save the fare between here
and Trinidad. Speaking personally, T would not mind
taking a short holiday in the United States accom-
pauied by my wife, but a feeling of anxiety comes to
me as [ think of the many times that a plane will
take off and land with me in it before T reach my
destination. 1 feel that we should be able to travel
hy a dirvect air service from here to New York or
back. Some honourable members stated that the par-
ticular airline company mentioned in the Address
was 1ot asked whether it could operate such an air
service here neither does that company want to do so.
I do not think the honourable senior member for the
City would have been so ignorant as to name this
company in the Address before he had obtained a
hint that it was willing to do so. There was also the
argument that this company turned down a proposal
to operate here a few years ago. That might be so,
but it | be allowed to give an illustration, you might
not have seen your way to do a thing yesterday
but would he able to do it tomorrow. 1 think these
arguments were only introduced because it appeared
as if the honourable senior member for the City 1s
representing a particular agency. Tt is time that we
get away {rom petty narrowness like this and think
in the interest of the community as a whole. I am
not thinking of Pan-Awmerican Airline Company
alone. 1 will say let any other or all airline com-
panies operate here just as it is dome in Caracas.
The more that operate here, the more dollars they
would bring in. America is responsible for 25 per
cent of the economy of this island. If this is so, why
should we do something to keep an American Airline
company from operating here. T think if this com-
pany was not willing to come yesterday, it is willing
to come now. Nothing happens before the time. T
understand that the honourable senior member for the
City has accepted the amendment of the honourable
junior member for St. George to inelude another air-
line company.

«

“
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The few honourable members who have spoken
in opposition to this Address have not convinced me
by their argmnents. | see no reason why this Address
should not be passed. I feel when the senior member
for the City brought in this Address, he brought in
money to thig colony. Hveryone of us would agree
that so long as you bring in something from America,
you are bringing in some money. I will only say
once more before 1 sit down that if the honourable
senior member for the City was only working in the
interest of Pan-American Airlines, he would not have
aceepted the amendment of the honourable junior
member for St. George. Let us pass this Address.

Mr. BARROW : I beg 1o move the adjournment
of this House for half an hour.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Deputy Speaker—
whether this Address passes this House or not, L feel
that I have discharged my duty by bringing it in.
I shall be brief in my reply. As a matter of fact,
I did not think that I would have to do so. With
respect to the accusation against me that L am an
agent for Pan-American Airlines, I am not surprised
at the accusation because when the minds of people
sink to a cesspool in a gutter, they can only think
of mud and mire.

Mrs. BOURNE: On a point of order, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, I rise to second the motion of the
honourable senior member for St. George.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member cannot do so now.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Sir. 1 welcome discussions
on any matter which I bring in this Chamber. 1t wiil
be remembered that I said in my opening remarks
that I would appreciate any honourable ntember
making any amendment which he might consider
would make the Address more explicit.

Mr. BARROW: On a point or order, Mr. Depu-
ty Speaker, T move that this House be adjourned
for half an hour.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
senior member for St. Andrew broke into the reply
of the honourable senior member for the City to
second your motion for the adjournment. The hon-
ourable senior member for St. Andrew should have
done so immediately after you had put the motion.
I therefore could not accept it at that time.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I did not understand that
the hon. senior member for St. George wanted tv
contribute to this debate, else I would have sat and
awaited his speech before I began to reply. 1f Sir,
unfortunately, in my opening remarks I seem to
champion the cause of Pan-American Airways, 1
would say if you read the Address carefully, you
wil see that the real ernx of it is for the implementa-
tion of a direct air service between New York and Bar-
bados. The honourable senior member for St. Thomas
in his remarks said that we have an air service of
our own alreadv. T will ask the honourable member
to think again on this and ask himself whether we
reallv have an air service of our own.

Mr. MAPP: The honourable member ha: mis-
quoted me, Mr. Deputy Speaker. He should try to
quote other peoplc correctly. T said that we should
have an air service of our own and should be interested
in it.

Mr. BE. D. MOTTLEY: Sir, T wrote down that
part of his speech. The hon. senior member for Sr.
Thomas went further by savine that he travelled by
this service to the United States. The honourable
senior member for St. Michael said that this matter
looks fishy. I would say in reply that if anything
looks fishy, it is the fact that the Governmentf. from
the outset seems to want to prejudice the minde« of
the people of this colony against this American Air-

line Company operating here. 1 know that every
man in the street will tell you that he wants direct
alr communication, not between Barbados and
England, but between Barbados and New York.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, if 1 may be allowed
to explain, 1 would say that two things led me up to
the bringing in of this Address. You have heard the
saying, ‘‘He who wears the shoes feels the pinch”
One of the reasons is because 1 personally had occa-
sion to feel the need of direct service to New York.
That has motivated me in bringing in this Address.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
member replying to anything that has been said?

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Sir, I am replying to the
accusation that I am representing the interest of Pav
American Airways and not the interest of the
people of Barbados. I am saying that I am mnot
representing the interest of that company inasmuch
as that company has not yet asked this Government or
higher authorities to operate a direct service between
here and New York, but the service is a necessity
for the people of Barbados. We should ask some-
body to do so, that is the reason why we should
insert an airline company in the Address I do not
matter whether it be Pan-American and or Columbia
Airways.

(A VOICE) : If that is w0, do not accuse the Gov-
ernment of being prejudiced against Pan-Americam
Airways.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Sir, As a matter of fact, I
diseussed this guestion with members of the Govern-
ment before voicing it on the floor of this House. I .
pointed out that I knew that it would be a question
of an international agreement and will involve
B.0.A.C. T did tell them that those things were mat-
ters of little interest to me. T know those questions
would have to be agreed on at Cabinet level. All I
am asking is that you ask those American Airline
Companies whether thev would operate a direct ser-
vice between here and New York and guarantee that
service will be run on some sort of schedule. I am
going to sit down. I am convinced as to the necessi-
ty for the Address. 1 have scem many people suffer
as a result of this island not having direct air com-
munication with the United States. I have seen peo-
ple actually pawning their jewels so that they could
get money to go by air to the United States. Tt
would have been much easter if we had a direct air
service. The honourable junior wember for St
Joseph said that 1 could not be such a fool to bring
in this Address witheut knowing something about it.
Of course I know that Pan-American Airways did
not apply, but I also know that some months ago
when the honourable senior member for St. George
talked of the introduction of jet propelled planes
Ly T.C.A., on reading a Pan American journal,
I saw that the Pan American Airways proposed
operating these jet propelled planes in 1954 and the
article did state that if such a service was put in
operation, it could operate an eight-hour service be-
tween Barbadog and New York Seeing what this
would mean to Barbados and having knowledge of
what T personally have suffered ag a result of no
direet air communieation between here and New
York, T feel this Address would be serving a good
purpose. T again formally move the passing of this
Address as amended.

The question that the Address do now pass was
then put and resolved in the affirmative, the House
dividing as follows :—

Ayes: Mr. Smirg, Mr. Beyax, Mrs. BovrNg, Mr.
Mrimuter, Mr. BArrow, Mr. TarumA, Mr. Houper, Mr.
BRANCKER. Mr. ‘VILLTANIS Mr. ALLDER Mr. VAUGHAN
and Mr. E. D. Morrr.EY.—12.

Noes: Mr. Marp.—1.
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will ask the bon-
ourable Senior Member for the City, the Senior Memn
ber for St. ILiuey and the Junior Member for St.
George to present this Address to His Excellency the
Governor.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : As Your Honour pleases.

Mr. BRANCKER: As your Honour pieases.

Mr. MILLER: As Your Honour pleases.

i
"BILL AUTHORISING HIGHWAYS COMMIS-
SIONERS OF ST. GEORGE AND ST.
THOMAS TO INCREASE SALARY OF
THEIR HIGIITWAY INSPECTOR

Mr. BARROW : Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am ask-
ing leave that Item No. 10 standing in my name un-
der Private Members’ Business be taken as the next
Order of the Day.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member is asking for leave to deal with Item No. 10:
Second reading of a Bill to authorise the Commis-
sioners of Highways of St. George and St. Thomas
to increase the salary of the Inspector of Highways
of each of the sald parishes and to increase the amount
payable to the said Inspectors for travelling allow-
ance.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
honourable member.

Mr. BARROW : Mr. Deputy Speaker, this Bill
seeks to authorise the respective Commissioners of
Highways of the parishes of St. George and St
Thomas to increase the salary of the Inspector ot
Highways of each of the said parishes and to in-
crease the amount pavable to the said Insnectors in
respect of travelling required for the due perform-
ance of their duties.

I beg to move that thig Bill be now read a sec-
ond time.

Mrv. TALMA: T beg to second that.

Mr. MILLER: Sir, T am not in agreement with
the petitions of these Highways Commissioners with
respect to their eetting the necessary authority io in-
crease the salaries of their respective Highways In-
spectors.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
member saving that something is wrong with the
petitions ¢

Mr. MILLER: 1 am not in agreement with the
Bill aud for several reasons. I made my peint of
view clear in this House almost three years ago when
this same Bill was discussed. If I may repeat, during
the last election period, T was asked whether 1 would
be willing to put forward this Bill in the House for

the Highway Commissioners and I objected. My
reasen for objecting then still prevails. T told the

Vestry of St. George that before I put forward this
Bill in the House, T want to be sure that they gave
similar consideration to their casual workers. I was
told that these workers were pald similar rates
as those which were paid by Highway Commis-
sioners for other parisher. I have been made to
understand that the chief reason for seeking to in-
crease the salary of the Inspector of St. George is to
make it possible for this old gentleman to receive a
good pension. Tf this Vestry is willing to assure this
Hpouse that they will pay a normal increase to their
subordinate staff and other casual workers, then I
would be prepared to put forward this Bill in this
House for them. T object to the singling out of a
particular individual for increase of salary. I have
no prejudicial feeling against the officer concerned,
but T do not see any reason why any individual should
be singled out of a number of Vestry employees for
increase of pay. What also hurts me more is that

my colleague objected on the same grounds and is
now bringing forward it.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have
never spoken on this matter before the IHouse. I
never knew of the grounds for objection to this Bill
by my colleague until he expressed them here.

Mr. MiLLER: Sir, my colleague was with me
at the office of the Churchwarden of St. George when
I objected to the bringing forward of this Bill in the
House and after I voiced my objection, he too ob-
jeeted on the same grounds. I would not have said
this so plainly had not my colleague risen and said
what he did. T see no earthly Feason why my col-
league should have taken exception to my statement.
It was a time when the Heads of those Departments
were going around trying to obtain votes and my
colleague was also going around in his usual acro-
batic way.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would
like you to call the honourable member to order. I
do not think he should attack the character of a
person. e made some pungent remarks when he
said that the Heads of Departments were paying
voters and I was going around in an acrobatic way.

Mr. MILLER: Sir, The honourable member and
I were sure that the Heads of the departments of
this Vestry were going to be increased but we were
not sure that the chaps at the foot would be so in-
creased.

Mr. BARROW: Your Honour, before the hon-
ourable member proceeds further, I would like you
to make him withdraw the aspersion on my charae-
ter.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The matter of with-
drawal is a matter for the House, but I think my-
self. ...

Mr. MILLER: Sir, If the honourable member
takes exception to something which I said, but which
I do not think is insinuating against his character, 1
however withdraw the statement a hundred times. If
I may continue my remarks on the Bill, all that T was
asking the St. George Vestry was that if they con-
sidered an increase for the Heads of Departments,
an increase should also be given to the subordinate
staff and casual workers. I know that was not ask-
ing too much. For the four and a half years I have
been a member of this House, this Bill was before
the House. Since the new elections, this Bill has
been in the hands of more than one honourable mem-
ber and because of the circumstances, it has always
suffered postponement.

Dr. CUMMINS: T beg to move that this House
do now adjourn for three quarters of an hour.

Mr. ALLDER: I beg to second that.

The question that this House do now adjourn
for three-quarters of an hour was put and resolved
in the affirmative without division and Mr. Depury
SpeakER adjourned the House accordingly.

On re-assembling,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When the House
adjourned, the honourable Junior Member for
St. George had completed his speech on the Bill to
authorise the Commissioners of Highways of St
George and St. Thomas to inerease the salary of the
Inspector of Highways of each of the said parishes
and to inecrease the amount payable to the said In-
spectors for travelling allowance. The honourable
Junior Member for St. Thomas moved a short adjourn-
ment which was seconded by the honourable Senior
Member for St. John. If these honourable mem-
bers wish to add to the debate, they are at liberty to
do so now.

Dr. CUMMINS:

I have no intention of speak-
ing on the matter.

x

8
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Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
the point 1 would like to make in this matter is that
the introducer of this Bill seems to be under the im-
pression, which is a false one, that because the Ves-
tries petition the Legislature for these things that
it is not to be of any particular concern to honourable
members of this IHouse whether or not they agree
to these matters, they should be passed; but old leg-
islators saw fit that all these things by Vestries should
have legislative sanction and for the precise reason
that the Legislature should be well aware of the ac-
tions of the Vestries and would be able to say whether
those things are reasonable. When it comes to the
question of salaries, this is one of the things which
1s very important, because some Vestries would pay
unreasonable amounts to their officers.

Looking into this matter, I am not interested in
the persons concerned, but with regard to their
salaries, you are now paying them £500 per annum as
hasic salary and £100 for travelling allowance. If you
compare these road inspectors who are not as well
qualified to do their jobs as some officers in the Pub-
lic Serviee, you will see that you pay Semior Officers
in the Department of Highways and Transport $2,166
per annum as their maximum salary as against the
$2,400 which these officers are to receive by this Bill.
When it comes to doing their job, these Road In-
spectors have to go and get assistance from the officers
cf the Department of Highways and Transport to
carry out certain road constructions. What I do not
like about the matter is that you are seeking to in-
crease these Road Inspectors without taking into
account their ability or gualifications for the per-
formance of their tasks. There are with the exception
of St. Michael, St. Luey and St. Andrew the other
eight parishes with their Highways Commissioners,
each parish having its own Road Inspector. These
Road Inspectors are not more than ordinary officers;
they are not engineers; some had been overseers at
plantations before taking up their appointments.
‘When you look at the period of time they work, you
will see that some of these Highways Commissioners
and Road Inspectors do no work at all during the crop
season; theyv only attend to road construction and
repairs after the crop season, that is from around the
middle of June to December., The honourable junior
member for St. Joseph is a Health Commissioner for
St. Joseph and he can bear me out in this statement.

Sir, this matter is a concern of the Legislaturc
because it affects public revenue, not from taxa-
tion by the Central Government it is true, but
by parochial taxation which ratepayers who live in
the wvarious parishes are called upon to pay.
However, do not blind yourself to the fact that
some of these Highways Commissioners do not always
¢o into these matters carefully and as a result, some-
times, they have to seek further assistance through
their respective Vestries from the Central Govern-
nment in order to raise funds for the carrving out
of the work theyx have to do. If you look througan
the Colonial Estimates from time to time, you will
see a gradual increase given by the Central Govern-
ment to these Vestries for the upkeep of roads.
Moreover, as a result of these Bills coming befors
the House, when the Maude Bill is put into effect.
it will impose certain commitments on the Central
Government. T am not going to vote for this Bill
todav because T do not believe in the timing of it.
will not support it because when you pass this to
enable certain parishes to pay their Road Inspector
£500 per annum. it would seem as if you meant tu
sav that every Road Tuspector is entitled to that
salarv. -

Mr. SMITH: After hearing the arcument ct
the honourable members who spoke against this Bill,

it leads me to believe that these honourable members
think that the cost of living does not affect these
Road Inspectors. Sir, these Road Inspectors have
t» carry themselves decently cladded, at all times;
they have to pay for the upkeep of a motor car; and
in most cases, they have children to educate. The
honourable junior member for St. George raised ob-
jection on the grounds that other people in the
lower brackets of the employ of the respective Ves-
tries have not been increased. I do not think that
cculd be a fact because workers of today are not so
ignorant when they hear that the wages of workers
in the adjoining parishes are increased to sit idly
and do nothing about it. I therefore cannot believe
the statement of the honourable junior member for
St. George that the wages of the parochial workers
of that parish have not increased for five years. I
will also say that the Highways Commissioners’
hands are tied in so far as granting an increase to
their respective Road Inspectors. They cannot do
so unless they come to this House and seek the neces-
sury authority. They are some people who like the
dog passing over the bridge with a bone in his mouth
would drop his bone to eatch at the reflection in the
water beneath and in so doing lose his bone. How
on earth can you get proper work done when you
underpay the head workman or give the others under
hig charge an increase and do not give him any?
He could not give of his best under those conditions.
The honourable junior member for St. Peter made
comparison of these parochial Road Inspectors with
people doing similar work in the employ of Depart-
ment of Highways and Transport. He is comparing
these parochial Road Inspectors with the Overseers
of that Department who are the officers at the end
in that Department. I do not agree with that com-
parison; there are two different types of employees

The question you must ask yourself is this: Ara
thece increases given merely because these Highways
Commissioners want to make an increase or because
they find it necessary so to do owing to the increase
i the cost of living? I must point out that these
road inspectors in the country parishes do not have
the money to spend on roads as what the Central
Government gives to spend on their road construe-
tion. Added to that, the parochial road inspectors
very often have to be an overseer, driver, clerk, and
everything else at the same time.

Sir, you should give these Vestries the necessary
authority to increase the salaries of their respective
Road Inspectors. The honourable junior member for
St. George said that if the Highway Commissioners
of St. George would assure him that they would in-

.clease the wages of their casual workers, he would

scek to get this Bill pass. Does the junior member
for St. George want honourable members to leave
their homes and business and go to the Commission-
ers of Highways for St. George to see whether they
have increased the wages of their workems? I believe
those workers had an increase since 1948; it might
not 'be a handsome one. These Highway Inspectors
can only get an increase when we pass this Bill.
Recently this Government had to increase the salar-
jes of its Civil Servants. Sinece the petition for this
authority was before the House and the taxpayers
of the respective parishes were opposed to the Bill,
they would have voiced their objections in the various
newspapers, and would have told the honourable
Jjunior member for St. George.

’ Sir, the money which pays these Road Inspector~
is derived from the ratepayers of the respective
parishes. The moneyv which the Government grants
to the various parishes is for the construection and
repair of roads. I feel the Government should have
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taken over these roads long ago. 1 believe if thg
Highways Commissioners did not want this power
and to have g say in the road repairs of their respec-
tive parishes, they would have handed over them to
the GGovernment already. 1 do not think this Houss
has a right to tell a Vestry how it should pay 1is
employees unless the salaries or wages are out of
proportion to those paid for similar work done else-
where. When this House does that, it is the same
as your telling me how to spend my money
I do mnot think any honourable member has any
right to object to this Bill. Must we sit here
tonight and starve some poor fellow who is trying to
earn a living for himself and his children? M.
Deputy Speaker, I think the arguments against this
Bill are too mean. We, in the majority, are Labour
ites and one of our prineciples is to fight for better
wages and living conditions for workers. Now as it
comes to the paying of an increase in salary to an
individual, some nonourable members who are Lab-
ourites are saying that you must not pay the in-
crease. I do mot think that is fair.

Mr. BARROW : I will just reply to one or twe
points. The first that I will reply to ig one by my
colleague when he expressed the view that I had
agreed with him not to bring forward this Bill in
the House because it was undesirable to increase the
ralaries of the Highways Inspectorg of St. George
and St. Thomas, most particularly, that of the In-
spector of St. George. I would just like to say that
I never agreed with my colleague to do so either in
the presence of the Parochial Treasurer of St.
George, in the presence of anybody else or between
us. The next thing I would like to clear up is that
as a representative of a parish, where a petition is
respectfully worded, T think it is the constitutional
duty of a representative to present the petition ot
the local authority to this Assembly whether the
representative agrees with it or not. In this case,
why should not this House pass this Bill which
merely is to enable the Vestry and the Commissioner,
of Highways of the respective parishes of St. Thomas
amd St. George to spend their own money to inereasc
the salary of one of their employees owing to the
inerease in the cost of living and to inecrease the
travelling allowance in view of the increase mileage
of roads which those inspectors have to supervise.
The Commissioners of the parishes of St. James, St.
John, and St. Joseph have already been granted
authority by this House to do a similar thing. On the
cecasion when those three parishes petitioned the
BEouse I did not hear this bitter opposition from my
eolleague and the honourable junior member for St
Peter who spoke so blatantly on the motion. This
petition for the granting of similar awthority to these
ithree Vestries mentioncd, was precenfed by the
honourable junior member for Christ Church and
having a distinet recollection of the debate on that
Bill, the only remark wbich T heard came from the
Lionourable junior member for St. Peter when he said
something to the effect that until the Maude Bill was
decided by this Chamber. Government was not going
to entertain the idea of."g_)’ranting these petitions by the
Vestries. .\t that time, T considered those remarks a
form of political blackmail. T cannot see what the
passing of the Maude Bill has to do with the pay
ment of salaries by Ve«tries in view of the increased
cost of living. T do not think we should be so childish
as to say that until the Maude Bill becomes law that
we should pay remunerative salaries to parochia!
workers,

Mr. Deputy Speaker, T have no personal interest
in this matter and if T did, T would disclose it to the
House. I am merely performing what I consider is
my constitutional duty. T consider it a form of
political blackmail if we say we must wait until the

salaries of all the subordinates of these Vestries be
increased before we grant this increase in salary and
travelling allowance to these Highway Inspectors. L
can tell this House that one of these Highway In-
cpectors hag approached me showing cause for this
increase and why he thinks his present salary
madequate. I believe all workers believe that their
remuneration is inadequate. T do not know if thig
inspector approached my colleague also. I feel
these increases are justified.

Mr. MILLER : I rise at a point of the word
‘blackmail’’ as was spoken by my colleague. Mr.
Deputy Speaker, I am not asking for the withdrawal
of the remarks but indeed, it is not the best thing
for him to use such remarks.

The guestion that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and vesolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Mr. Barrow, seconded by M.
TaLyva, Mr. DepuTY SPEAKRER left the Chair and the
Howrse went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. Smita
being in the Chair.

On the motion of Mr. Barrow seconded by Mr.
TALMA the Preamble was postponed.

Clause 1 was called and passed.

Clause 2 was called. It read as follows:—

‘2. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary
contained in the Highways Act, 1900 and amended
by the Highways (Amendment) Aect, 1947 and The
ITighways (Amendment) Act, 1951 or any other Aect
amending the same it shall be lawful for the respeec-
tive Commissioners of Highways of the respective
Parishes of Saint George and Saint Thomas and they
are hereby authorised to pay to the Inspector of
Highways for each of the said Parishes such salary
net exceeding Five Hundred Pounds per annum as
shall from time to time be fixed by the respective
Commissioners of Highways of the said Parishes
and it shall also be lawful for the said respective
Commissioners and they are hereby further authorised
to pay to the said Inspectors in respect of travelling
required for the due performance of their duties
such sum not exceeding One hundred Pounds per
annum as shall from time to time be fixed by the said
respective Commissioners.”’

Mr. BARROW: 1 beg to move that Clause 2
stand part of the Bill

Mr. TALMA : T beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS : I am drawing attention to tho
faet that the salary as well as the travelling allowance
are printed in sterling in this Bill when it is
customary nowadays to deal in dollars. I am won-
dering whether the honourable Senior Member
for St. George would accept the amendment that
instead of the words ‘“‘Five HMundred Pounds’’ in
line 9 of the Bill that the words ‘‘Two thousand four
hundred Dollars’’ be substituted therefor and instead
of the words ‘“One hundred Pounds’” in the penulti-
mate line that the words “Four hundred and eighty
Tiollars'” be substituted therefor.

Mr. BARROW : 1 am glad to accept that amend-
ment especially in view of the faet that a similar Bill
which dealt with the parishes of St. James, St. Joseph
;md St. John had these amounts converted into dol-
2Is.

The quest¥on that Clause 2 as amended stand
part of the Bill was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Clause 3 was called and passed.

The Preamble was read and agreed to.

On motions of Mr. Barrow. seconded by Mr.
Talma, the Chairman reported the passing of the
Bill in Committee with an amendment.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER resumed the Chair
and reported aecordingly.
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—

On motion of Mr. Barrow, seconded by Mr.
Tarma in ecach case, the Bill was vead a third time
end passed.

EXTENSION OF LEAVE FOR MR. ADAMS

Mr. CUMMINS : I am asking leave for the ex-
tension of leave for the honourable Senior Member
0

for St. Joseph for one month as from next Tuesday.
the 23rd instant.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
honourable member.

THE ADJOURNMENT
Dr. CUMMINS : 1 beg to move that this Houss
do now adjourn until this day fortnight, Tuesday,
30th June, 1953, at 3 p.m.
Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
to and Mr. DepuTy SPEAKER adjourned the House
aceordingly.






