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SESSION 1953-54 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

'l'liesday, 5th Hay, 1953. 
Pnrsnant to acljo~rrnment, the House of Assem- 

bly met a t  3 p.m. toclay. 

His  Hononr, Xr. l<. h'. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker), 
Mr. L. E. S~IITII (Clznif.nlan of Committees), Dr .  
H. G. 11. ( ' n ~ r a r r ~ s ,  M.D., C . N . ,  His  Honour J l r .  
A. E .  S. L c \ v ~ s  (T)ep~rty Speaker), 33r. AI. E .  C'cs, 
Mr. R. C:. ~IAPIJ. Mr. IT. C .  GODDARD, J I r .  E'. E .  
MILLER, A9r. J .  C. MOTTIXY, M r .  E .  S t .  A .  HOLDER, 
Mr.  TT. B. T T ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ x ,  N r .  C. E .  TALNA, Mrs. E .  E.  
BOURXE. J r r .  TA. A .  ' M T ~ ~ . ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  1,L.B. 

Prayers were read. 
Mr. E .  T). 1 1 0 ~ ~ 1 , ~ ~  and 3Ir. F. L. \Tr~r .co~r  

eilterecl thc IIoase an(1 tool; their seats. 

1Ir.  Sl'E,IICER: I also hare  the honour to i n  
form the IIo11se that r have recaeived the following:- 

The Rclwrt of the Highn-aj~ Comnlissioileri of 
St. Jose1311 for the half gear ending 31st llarcl;, 
1953, on Tenantry Roads. 

The Report of the Highway Commissioners of 
, the parish of St.  ,Toseph fo r  the half year eiiclilzg 

31st March, 1953. 
T'lic Iteport of the l l igh\vq- Comm~~sioners  of 

the parish of St .  Philip for the half year eliding 
7 31st 3Tarch. 1953. 

T'hr 12eport of the IIighn-a- Con~missioners of 
*the paris11 of Christ Chni.ch for the half year ending 
31st 3Tarch. 1933. 

'l'hc. Report of t h ~  llio.h\va~- C'onia~issioners of . the pwriih of C'hri5t C'h1~rc.h 011 Tenailtry Roacls for 
the half year eiltliiip :ll\t March. 1953. 

Thc~ lleport of the I I i~h~x*a \ -  Conllllissiollers of 
the paris11 of St.  Peter f o r  ;lie hAlf year ending 31s~. 
Marcell. 19,iS. 

JIES's,i(lE PROJI  T I I E  OTIIEK PLACE 

1 .  I ' I E l :  I hare  the honour to inform 
the I1oni;e tliat I hare receivetl the following EIessage 
from the Other Placc : 

17he Legislative Council 
To 

The Eoltourable The House Of Assembly 

The Legislative Council have the honour tc~ 
refer to  the 3lessage from the Honourable Housts 
ctated the 26th of E'ebruary, 1952, appointing:- 

Dr. 13. G. Cummins, 
Mr. W. A. Crawford, 
Mr. F. C. Goddard, 
Mr. 0. l'. Allder, 
Mrs. E .  E. Bourne; and  
Jlr. L. A. Williams, 

to be members of a Joint Select Committee wits 
menher,  of the Legislative Council "to examine the 
ynestion of over population i n  Barbados a n d  to  make 
recon~m~ndat ions  for dealing with this  pro'blem" a n d  
to inform the Honourable House t h a t  the Legislative 
Counvil hare today re-appointed the Honourablits 
Dr. C. 11. St. John, F. C. Hntson, V. C .  Gale and 
Dr. A. S. Cato as members from the Legislative 
Council to seroe on the joint Select Committee fo r  
the t.nruiny session. 

2. The Legis la t i~ r~  Council mill be glad to learn 
at  as early a date as possible the names of those mem- 
b ~ r ;  \vhorn the Honourable Hcnse of Assembly pro- 
pow; to appoint to serve on the Joint  Select Com- 
mittee for the ensuing ses-ion. 

H .  A. CUKE, 
Senior Member Presiding. 

Lezislative Conncil Chamber, 
5th May. 1953. 

Mr. ,\T,T,DER entered the House a n d  toolc his 
>eat. 

3Ir. QODUABU: Before the business of the 
l io i~sc  is entered ~ ~ p o n ,  T ~voulcl like the House to  pass 
a RecJolution of SyinpathS to the Deputy Leader of 
the EIol1.c on the passing of his 'beloved wife to  the 
Great Beyond during last week. 

I t  \?as onlJ- a fen* weeks ago that we knew he hs.3 
occasion to I c a ~ e  Barbados to take his wife to t l ~ , ~  
ITnited States to seek medical aid, and we all  hoped 
and prayed that he 11-ould yoon return with Mrs. 
Cumnlins i n  improred health. H e  came back last 
~tcel i  with Mrs. Cnmmins a l ~ d  we felt that  her health 
wonltl be a great deal better by her visit. B u t  this 
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was not to be so, and, sadly, l must express my p::- 
sonal sympathy to the Depnty Leader on the passin2 
of h'is wife. 1 lxiow, as well as other people who are 
closely related wltb their family, what intense grief 
can be caused after a n  aslociation has been severed 
uy death of some loved one as has 'been the fate oi 
the genial doctor, the Deputy Leader of this House, 
with his wife after SQ many happy years of marriage. 

Not only was the late Mrs. Cummins a belovc?.i 
wife and mother, but she was a moving figure in the 
public life of Barbados. E'or year-, she was one of 
the corner stones of the Girls' Industrial Union and 
a c.o-worker of a Baby Creche. Like i~lost public- 
spirited Barbadians whose work is not publicised, 
but who do a lot of good work -cvIiich the public docs 
not know, Mrs. Clx~nnlins @T-e ireely c~f her valuable 
time to social \\-ark in this comnlunity. I knew her 
personally and I also knom of her work among thn 
people of this commuaity. I believe eveiy h o n o u ~  
able member in this House is well aware of the good 
work she has done. 

I, therefore, move this Resolutdon of Sympathy: 
"EE~~OLVEID that the Xlouse of ilsseinbly here. 

"by place on record their profoulid sympathy with 
"their Deputy [Leader, the Honourable Junior Mem- 
"ber for St.  Thomas, Dr. H.  G. H. Cummil~s, and all 
"members of his family, a t  the 10;s sustained them, 
"as well as the inhabitant* of the whole island, 
"through the death of our said Deputy  leader'^ 
"wife. 

"Resolved that a copy of this Resolution be for- 
warded to the family of the deceased." 

I n  doing so, I would ask that the honourable 
members stand in their places when the Resolution 
is passed. 

Mr. C ~ W F O R D  and Mr. BRYAN entered the 
House and took their seats while Mr. GODDARD was 
speaking. 

Mr. MRPP: I n  seconding the motion for the 
passing of this Resolution, I am sure that I am ex- 
pressing the sentiments of the entire Houqe when I 
offer my deepest sympathy to m?- colleapne and 
members of his family. 

I am not going to say very much on an occasioll 
like this, but I think it appropriate to say that the 
deceased lady was not only a good wife and mother. 
but one who deservingly, received the respect of the 
entire community. Her passing is not only a loss 
to my colleague and his immediate family, but it is 
also a loss to the community itself. We all are well 
aware of the good work which she did, inasmnch as 
she was a leader of many social actirities that took 
place in our midst and had set an exalllple which 
was one to emulate. I ail1 sure that many of her sex 
will follow in her footsteps in the years to come. 
Her influence 11-as indeed strong and her life has 
been a shining light. 

I take mnch pleasure in seconding this Resolu- 
tion of sympathy. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: T k1101~7 that this is not 
a time for speechmaking but I callnot allow this 
opportunity to pass ~vithout associating m>-self with 
this public expression of my synlpathy to the hon- 
ourable Deputy Leader of this Hoase. I do so from 
the depth of my heart. 

Tt is onlv last 11-eel< that the Deputy Leader 
moved a similar expression of synipathj- to his col- 
league and I believe that he was not then an7are that 
a similar fate was near a t  hand for him, to prore in 
truth and fact of their partnership. not onlj- as col- 
leagues in politics but also in death of their loved 
ones. 

Mr. Speaker, I am prone to differ with a lot of 
people and on this occasion my views are differellt 
as to the esteem of the beloved wife of the honour- 

able Deputy Lcader of thi5 IIouse. I pay tribute 
1;ot to the publicity which some truly deserve and 
get in the public i'ress, on a public platform, or the 4 
show ~vhicn they might have made in public life; 
but although i t  might be embarrassing, i pay tribute 
to the late Mrs. Cumniins, because l can say that 
there was a wife who was a shining example to 
many women. For many years i have matched aiid 
seen her influence both in public and private life 
and i t  can truly be said that Mrs. Cummins was not C 

only a public figure of great repute, but as a wife 
she was one who made her home a place of happi- 
ness for her husband and her five children and that 
means more to any man than however distinguished 
;L public figure his wife may be. 

b 
homewhere in Holy Writ, I have read: "A good 

f 

woman, her value is beyond riches." I think these 
are the words of Solomon, but 1 call find no more 
fitting tvords to express on this occasion my high 
estimation of the life of this great \vonian. As I 
herp said already, I pay tribute not because of her 

d 
distinguished public life, but b-ecause of what she 
put into her home in the bonds of marriage life and 

*a_ 
the raising of her family. I t  ~ v a s  a marriage life 
which many should emulate. I knom her passing is 
a hard blow to the genial doctor, but I want to con- 
sole hiin by saying that i t  is the way of all flesh. 

I, too, beg to associate myself with the passing 
of this Resolution of Sympathy to the family of the 
deceased and the good doctor. I t  might also be 
taken to reprcsent the feeling of the general public 
of Barbados. I hope that in years to come that the 
honourable Deputy Leader of this House and his 
relatives bp this Resolutioii will be able to look back 
and say that the House of Assembly representing 
public opinion, paid this tribute not only from their 
lips but from the depts of their hearts. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Sir,-In supporting tliis 
Resolution of Sympathy, I should like to share in 
the sentiments which have been so appropriately 
expressed by the previous speakers. I xvould like 
to think that even in matters of this sort, this House 
represents the generality of opinion of this country. 

There is no doubt about i t  that  the deceased 
was held in the highest possible esteem by all sec- 

t 
tiorls in this cominullity and those who h?d the 
pleasure of her personal acquaintance held her in 
the highest regard. I t  is therefore fitting that the 
Legislature should share in this spontaneous ex- 
pression of public sympathy which has been made 
to her family on the occasion of her passing. I think, 
Sir, that of the late Mrs. Cnmn~iiis, i t  call truly be 
said that she has fillfilled her niche in life. She has 
reared a family which reflects the greatest credit, 
not only on their father and herself, but to the com- 
munity as a whole. She, too, had discharged her 
social obligations by exerting every endearour t o  Y 
improve the wellbeing of her fello~vmen, both illell 
and women. I t  should not, therefore, be ~vondered 
~ v h y  there has been such widespread expressions of 4 
regret at  her passing. My own opinion of her phil- 
osophy and outlook, is that if she were fully con- v; & 
scious a t  the end, she ~vould have died happily being 
fully conscious of the fact that her life had been 
~vell and fully lived. 

Our tholights go out todav to her sorrowing - .  relatives and friends. I sincerely hope that the *L 
widespread aiid spontaneous expressiol~s of sym- 
nathy to them would go a long way towards re- 
lieving the burden of sorrow ~vhich they hare been 
so unexpectedly called on to bear. 

Mr. ALLDER: JIr. Speaker,-T do not want to 
increase the sadness of the honourable pJni~ior Mem- 
ber for St. Thomas, but I too must tender my ex- 
pression of sympathy which has been extended by 
the previous speakers towards the passing of so 
unselfish a wife an8  so serviceable a woman t a  the 'Y 



citizens of this coniiil~uiity. S o t  only do I share the 
great sol.row which hel. fanlily is a t  pre-c-nt sharing. 
but 1 a1.o \hare thc sorrow which is being felt bj- the 
nlunerons cnltnral organisa;ions to v;li!rh +hi-, 1;1t!;. 

had rendered yeoiilan servic ,. 
I feel tha t  the  late Mrs. C~uunlins has left a n  

exaillple of service not only to her irnmecliate rele- 
t i res  but to  the community in general through her 
social work throughout the whole island. I dare- 
s a -  tha t  inan!- ha re  a full  heart  by her passing. T 
know tha t  her place cannot be e a d y  fillxi ~n tlip 
immediate fntlwe. I do hope tha t  her example of 
life wonlcl be emulated by those who are  left behind 
and  from 1~110111 ~nlstintecl service is expected. 

Mr. Sl'EAICER: Before I ask a l l  honourable 
members to rise on the passing of this Resolution, I 
must associate myself with all the  expressions of 
~ i n c e r e  syinpathy which have been offered here to- 
day. 

1 1r9uld just like to  console the  honollrable 
Dr.  Cumrnins by saying tha t  his load of sorrow can 
be regarded as  being lighter as we all realise tha t  
~t is his wife who has given many years of good ser- 
vice to the satisfaction of the  public of Barbados. 

The qnc.stion tha t  the Resolution do now pass 
was p u t  ancl resolved in  the affirmative, honourable 
members stalldiilg in  their places. 

Dr.  CIIBIMINS: Mr. Speaker,-I thank the 
honourable niembers for  their lofty sentiments which 
they have expressed and  the inany kind things which 
they have said of iny wife. 1 thanlr the  public as  a 
whole for  t l i ~  sympathy expressed. Thank you. 

PAPERS LAID 

Dr. CTJMMINS: On behalf of the honourable 
Senior Member fo r  St. Joseph, I have the honour to  
lay on the Table of the  House the following:- 

The Colonial Estimates, 1953-54; and 
The Ci-ril Establishment (Teachers) (Amend- 

ment) Order, 1953. 
Mr. F. L. WAL'COTT: Mr. Speakert-I am 

commanded to  la3- the  Post Office Advances for  pay- 
ment of BTo11ey Orders to 28th February, 1953. 

GOVER,NMEST NOTICES 

Dr. CTT31afISS : 011 behalf of the honourable 
Senior Member for St .  Joseph, T give notice of the 
following Resolutions :- 

Rrsolntion to approve the Orcler entitlecl the 
Civil Establishment (Teachers) (Amendment) Order 
1953. 

r\esolntion that ~ ~ i t h  effect from the 1st of April, 
1952, the salary scales payable to persons holding non- 
established offices as set out i11 Appendix E to Reso- 
lution Xo. 33/1919 shall be rariecl as shown in the 
Schednle hereto ; 

Resolution that with (.ffect froin the 1st of April, 
1952, the salary scales payable to nnestablished and 
casual staff a4 set oxit in  Apl~cndix C to Resolntion 
No. 33/1949 shall br varied as sho~vil in  the Schednle 
hereto ; 

Resolntion that ~ v i t h  ~ f l e c t  from the 1st of April  
1952, the salary scales papable to Teachers in  Firs t  
and Seconcl Grade Grant Aided Schools as  set out 
in  Appendix D to Resolutioil Yo. 33/1949 shall be 
~ a r i e c i  a \  s l i o ~ ~ ~ n  i n  the Schednle hereto. 

1\11.. F. L. \TTALCOTT : ,I beg to give notice of 
the folloxving Resolntion: Besolution that the House 
of Assemblj- approve the rate payable to the Fancy 
Molasccs Control and Bfarlwting Board on fancy mo- 
lasses produced during the crop r e a r  1952-53. 

B I L L  

Dr.  CU?IZXIh-S: On behalf of the honourable 
Senior Member for St.  Joseph, I beg to give notice 
of a Bill intituled a n  Act to amend the Savings Bank 
Act, 1914. 

Mr. BARKOIV entered the House and  took his 
seat. 

PRIVATE MEMBER'S' NOTICES 

Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Speaker,-I give notice of the 
following Addrpss :- 

The Home of Assembly 
To 

His Excellency The Acting Governor 

The House of Assembly begs to  inform Your 
Excellency of its desire to commemorate the Corona- 
tion of Her  Most Gracious Sovereign Queen Eliza- 
beth I1 by the granting of Teii (10) scholarships for  
Eoys and  tiirls !born of Barbadian parents i n  
~traightenccl circumstances. 

2. The House of Asstmbly fur ther  desires tha t  
these Coronation Scholarships should cover the  
island and  therefore suggests that one each be tenable 
a t  the following Government Aided Schools :- 

Harrison College, Lodge School, Combermere 
School, Coleridge-Parry, Alleyne School, Boys' 
Foundation, Queen's College, St. Michael's Girls', 
i\ilexandra and Foundation Girls'. 

3. The House therefore requests Your  Excel- 
lency to take immediate steps to implement this Ad- 
dress. 

Mr. S P E A K E R :  Wi th  your  approval, I would 
like to ask for leave to deal with this Address later 
this afternoon. 

There being no owjection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

Mr. WILLlIA&$S: I beg to give notice of the 
following Address : 

The Hozcse of Assembty 
T O  

His Excellency The Acting Govemo,r 

The House of Assembly begs to  inform Your 
Excellency of its desire to commemorate the Corona- 
tion of Her  Majesty Queen Elizabeth I1 by  the erec- 
tion of a T.E. Sanatorium. The House of Assembly 
therefore rtynests Your Excellency to take immedi- 
ate steps to implement the Address. 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. BRYAN: I beg to give notice of my in- 
tention to encrnire of the appropriate member of ther 
Executive Coininittee present a t  the next meeting of 
the IFonse :-- 

l. 7s Government aware of the fact tha t  there 
is discontent anlong the ranks of the following work- 
ers :--Bus Conductors. Drivers of Omnibuses, 
Chauffeurs, Hotel Workers, Domestic Workers etc., 
arid that thiq disco:ltent is due to the low scale of 
uages, loilp honrs of work, conditions of service and  
the absence of any secnritj- of tenure? 

2. I f  the answer is  i n  the negative, will Gov- 
ernment a ~ ~ p o i a t  a Committee to investigate the con- 
ditions inentioned above 2 

3. Tf the ans~ver is in  the affirmative, will Gov- 
ernment iillinediately proceed to set u p  a Wages 
Board for  t h e  purpose of remedying this unsatisfac- 
tory and luzdesirablc state of affairs? 
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I-IOCSE 

:\h. TAIAllIA: To encpire of the appropriate 
member of the Executive Committee present at the 
next ineeting of the IIouse: 

1. I s  this Goveril~neilt fully aware of the treat- 
merit meted out to a former fIead Teacher of Saint 
Ambrose Girls' School, ~ 1 1 0 ,  sometime i n  the year 
1949 after renclering 25 years' faithful ancl efficient 
+ervice was aclvised to resign from her post on medi- 
cal grounds; and ~ v h o  has not >-et xc.eivec1 a gratnity 
ar,d/or reduced peilsion ? 

2. If the a1isn-c.r is in  the affirinatire, will Gov- 
ernment please explain the cause of the clelay, whereby 
the said Teacher has for the past three years and  up- 
wards, been deprived of her gratuity and/or ptnsion 
for her twenty-five years' faithful and eficient ser- 
vice as aforesaid l 

3. I f  the ansllver is in the negative, will Gov- 
ercinent please cause a n  imnlecliate inquiry to be 
made into the matter, wit11 a view to granting solnp 
measure of rc3drcss 1 

Xr. LEllTIS:  To enquire of the appropriate inenl- 
ber of the Executive Committee present a t  the nest 
meeting of the IIonse : 

Will the Governinent please disclose the price 
paid for  t l l ~  property kno\vn as "The Garden" in 
Country Roacl and the expenses incurred in the pnr- 
chase thereof? 

Xr. W I U J T A ~ ~ S  : To encjuircl of the appropriate 
lneillber of the Esccutivt. Colnunittee present a t  the 
nest neeting of the I-iouse : 

1. IIolv inany boys appliccl for entry to the 
Lodge School, in  the last t h r w  school years. 1!J50. 
1951, and 1952B 

2.  Of these what p~ercentagc. were Barbadians, 
and  what pererntag(> were foreigners? 

3. Of those accepted, how many were Barbadians 
and how Inany were foreigners? 

SIr. E. h;. \VALCOTT entered the House and tocl; 
his seat. 

Xr. A L L D E R :  To enquire of the appropriate 
member of the Executive Committee present a t  the 
next meeting of the House: 

I s  the Qovernnzent aware of the threatened un- 
employment of hundreds of factory worliers in the 
Sugar Industry due to the pending closing down of 
some, or all, of the sinall syrup plants aronntl the 
island ? 

2. I f  the answer to the above is yes, will (:<)v- 
ernment state why such a procedure is permitted to 
be carried out before the necessary safeguards are set 
u p  to  protect the small syrup plants procl~lcers, who 
are  willing to carry on, the Peasant Proprietors in  
getting their canes ground and the factory workers7 

3. Will the  Go~ernment  cause a n  investigation 
to  be carriea out in  the Sugar Industry of this Island 
before any far ther  changes take place, with the view 
to safeguarding the interest of all concerned in  this 
Industry,  and the basic econonly of the Islancl espe- 
cially. 

Mr. 3lAPP : To enquire of the aj)],ropriate nlem- 
b ~ r  of the Executive Committee present at  the next 
meeting of the IIouse : 

1. Has the Uoverli~neilt applied for  assistance 
from any of the agencies of the 1-iiitccl Sations Or- 
ganisation ? 

2. I f  it has, what has been the result of such 
applivation ? 

3. I11 view of the assistance given certain other 
West Indian colonies under the TJnited Sations Chil- 
dren's Fund,  will the Government seek assistallce 
from this fund  if it has not yet done so? 

Mr. BRYAN: To enquire of the appropriate 
member of t h e  Executive Committee present a t  the 
next  meeting of the House : 

I 

1. Is C$overninent aware that the onners of a n  
area of land situate a t  St. Stephen's Hi11 and Cave 
IIill, containing by aclmeasnrement 21Yz acres, haye 

4 
clccicled to sell out the same area in lots in the open 
lilarlret ? 

2. \\'ill C+overnment consider the aclvisability of 
purchasing this larlcl for the purpose of ( a )  securing 
the tellancy of the sixty-t\vo faillilies now occupyii~g 
the same and ( b )  further dereloping the area so as 
to accominoclate some of the hundretls of applicants 
fo r  whom no house spots are awilable a t  the Pine and  
Bay Estates ? 

SIr. MAPP : To encluire of the appropriate 
iileillber of the Executive Committee present a t  the  
nest nleeting of the House : 

1. I11 view of the Sigerian delegate's assurances 
to the rneetiiig of the Commoiiwealth Parliamentary 
Association reccntly held i n  Canada t o  the  effect that  
Xigeria would ~ e l c o m e  any immigrants from Barba- 
dos, will the Government take steps t o  find out how 
f a r  Nigeria, or any other Commonwealth territory, 
 ill go in  relieving this Island of its surplus popula- 

-& 
tion ancl in providing einploylneizt for some of i ts  
tulem~loyed. 

B I L L  R E A D  A FIR,ST TIME 

DT. CUhUIINS: I beg to move tha t  the  Bill 
intituled a n  Act to amend the Savings Bank Act, 
1914, be now read a first time. 

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was [agreed 
to. 

RULE18 O F  T H E  I lOUSE 

Dr. CUBISLIKS: I beg to make a niotioii that a 
Committee to  revise the Rules of the House be now 
appointed. 

3Ir. Cbx seconcled the motion which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. S P E A K E R :  Subject to the  approval of the- 
House, I1 appoint the following members t o  serve as 
such 1Committee :-The honourable Senior Member 
tor St.  Jtoseph (Mr. ADAMS), the honourable Senior 
Member for  St. Lucy (Mr. BRANCKER), the honour- 
able Junior Member for  Christ ChnrcP (Mr. GODDARD) 
the honourable Senior Member for  Christ Church 
(Mr. TALMA), the honourable Senior Member for 
St. Thomas (Mr. MAPP), the  honourable Jun ior  Mem- 
ber [for St. James (JIr. E .  K. WALCOTT), the honour 
able Senior melnber fo r  St. Philip (Mr. P RAW FORD! 
the honourable Senior ?\leinher for St. Creorge (AI .. 
BARROW). 

F I R S T  ORDER O F  T H E  DAY 

Mr. S P E A K E B :  The first Order of the  Day 
s tanas  i n  the name of the honourable Senior Member 
f c r  St. Joseph :- To move the House into  Committee *L 
of Supply to  consider grants of sums of money for 
the service of the Colony. 

Dr.  CTJ?tIMINS: nIr. Speaker,-I am asking 
leave to take charge 'of the Orders standing i n  the 

i 

name of the honourable Senior Member for  St. 
Joseph. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

1 COMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY 

Dr. CTJlI;\PIXS : Mr. Speaker.-T beg to more that 
Your IIonour do now leave the Chair  and the HOUM 
go into Committee of Supply. 

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed W 
to. 



Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair. and the Honse U-ent 
, into Collimittee of Supplj-, Mr. SMITH hriug in the 

Chair. 

WEST INDTAS STlJDENTS ' CENTRE, 1,ONIIOS. 

Dr.  CITJIBIIKS : This Resolution, Mr.  (:hairman, 
is one to place the sum of $5,040 a t  the disposal of 
the  Governor-in-Execntive Committee to supplement 
the Estilnntes 1953-5-1, P a r t  11, Capital. for the pur- 
pose of the founding of a Cnltnral Centre 111 1,ondon 
for  West Indian Stntlents. - llonourable nlrnibers will remernbcr that in Sep- 
tember 1951, in  reply to a JIessage from the then 
Governor, the Honse expressed themselves agreeing 
in  principle tha t  there should be a Students' Union 
i!i London for \Vest Indian students and  tha t  they 
were willing to share in  the capital cost and  annual 
recurrent cost on a 'stndentJ basis. 

c. 
This Government has been inforlnecl tha t  a suit- 

able property (.a11 non7 be ar.tli~ired, the capital cost 
of which is S15,OOC) and  the recurrent expenditure 
in  the vicinity of S3,000 per annum. On thc 'strident' 
basis Barbadoe is  called upon to subscribe 7% of the  
c3apital cost which ainounts to $5,040. 

1 beg to move that this Kesolntion c10 1 1 0 ~ ~  pass. 
Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. -4fiLDEK : I .  Chair~nan-While this 

arnonnt appears to be small, I cannot help r~flecting 
on the past when this House agreed to certain suuls 
at this sort, which appeared then to be small, but as 
the years went by, the recnrrent expenditures have 
increased to a greater ainoniit than h a w  been ex- 
pected. 

\lThile I agree u-ith cioing ttnything ~d1icI.i inay 
lnake our stndents conlfortable overseas, yet 1 feel 
that  this generosity should be coinparable with the 
means of the colony to stand such expenditure. Hon- 
ourable members are  aware that TV? I i a ~ c  just hacl a n  
example of this increase in  recnrreilt e x p t ~ n d i t ~ u c ~  in 

, our  commitment with the University College of the 
XTest Tndies. \Vhrn that  College was ztartc~d, we Twre 
influenced with the scheme and we agreed to certain 
commitments, bu t  recently, the charges have been 
increasing considerably and to a tune mhich has 
caused some fear i n  the minds of those who are  in- 
teres'ed. These charges are bearing very heavily 0x1 
the finances of this colony. 

I t  is clearly set out i n  the Addendum that  this 
colony inust bear '7% of the total cost ailcl annual 
expenditure, bnt  the clnestion is ~vhether the orerall 
expenditure oil this Centre in  I~onclon is going to be 
increased i n  the future.  I brought this u p  because 
some honoilrable inembers inight have i t  in n i in~ l  that 
this colony would only he called npon to snbscribe 
$1,008 annually to the recurrent expenditure on this 
Centre, but I want then] to  bear in  mi11d that one tloes 

2 - not know if the general overall expenditure will be 
going u p  by several handreds percent as the years go 
by. \Ire have agreed already to conlmit onrse l~es  t o  
this expenditure, but  I ~vonlcl like to niake the sng- 

J gestion tha t  the  administration hhould recorllmend to 
those who are responsible for  the ketting 111) of this 
Centre to be very careful and do everything possible 
from increasing the running costs of this institution 
so as  to prerent  this C'olony from forwarcling more 
than what it is reasonably able to afford. 

Jlr. C R t i W O R D  : 3Tr. dhainlla11,-Sat~u.ally. I 
have no more first hand information on this mat ter  
than  what  I have before me, but  I marvel at  the 
recommendation that  the  colonies shonld purchase 
this property under  the  conditions which appear 
in  this Addendum. 1 imagine tha t  somebody must 
have advised the Colonial Office in  the  matter, but 

I 1 do not believe that any of us  x i t h  our peculiar 

kno\vledge of conditions in  this colony with respect 
to the pnrchasc of properties like this, ~ v o u l d  sub- 
mit 10 the buying, acquiring ant1 equipping of a 
2515 1'10 property merely on a 231/2 years' lease of 
g r o x ~ d .  I t  does not appear t o  me, judging from 
local conditions in this respect, tha t  a 23% years' 
lease is suficiently long enough for  the amount which 
1s to be paid for  this property. We think in t e r m ,  
on a n  occasion like this. of a lease fo r  50 o r  99 years, 
Perhaps, the hononrable Jun ior  Member f o r  S t .  
Tholilas can 1)resnmabl~- 111ore apprise 11s of the  mat- 
ter. I le  may bc able to shed a little more i n f o r m s  
tion on this aspec.t of the  issue. I repeat, we would 
not regard it a s  good business in Barbados to spend 
S15,000 on a property fo r  a lease of ground on 
which i t  stailtls fo r  23V2 years. 

One wonders vhe ther  tlie owners refused to  
~ x t e n d  the lease, and if t h a t  be the  case, i t  would 
be foolhardy to  e111ba1.k on the scheme. One also 
~~-011~lers  on wliat grouncls have the owners refused 
to grant >L fhrther lease. I do  submit tha t  inem- 
bers d e s e r ~  e a little insre enlightenment on the clues- 
tion from tile introducer of the resolution. The 
actual principle of the proposed expenditure hag 
already been threshecl out. One prequmes that  the  
establish~nent of the Centre will serve some useful 
purpose. btlt I think, we should be told i n  what  com- 
parative chart tiine is this monex needed and  mheth- 
r r  \re shoi~ld embarli- lipon this scheme xvithout a 
little inore inforn~at ion aq regards to the  short  term 
for the leas(. of the land. 

31r. JIOTTLET: I clid not intend t o  rise and 
speak brfort. I hacl heard the  opinions of some of 
those h o n o n r a b l ~  lnenlhers who had the good for- 
tune of stutlpiiig in England. I shall only express 
my 011-11 opinion. 

a I --..; : ,re it, this inforn~at ion has been received 
fro111 tht. Secretary of State  fo r  the  Colonies and  it 
points to the fact  tha t  aocorcling to the  leasehold 
system in Ellgland there is a property on soine land 
fo r  sale, for 11 hich there is E3Y2 years to  go before 
the lehse expires. That  property can be bought for 
$72,000 ant1 ;.,c.cordiug to  the student basis our share 
~vonlrl be $5,040 of the  capital cost ancl then we \v31 
have to pay $1,008 annually. When the principle 
of this mat ter  ~ i - a s  before the  Honse, 1 expressed my 
viexv and saicl then tha t  i t  was regrettable tha t  the  
address sholllcl come before the  House fo r  what  was 

1 a t  the botto111 of it -was the  racial prejudice which 
existecl in the  heart  of London and which caused 
the English people to refuse to  tali-C negro s tadmts .  
The result n-as that  the stuclents had to  go ill hun- 1 dreds to the ('olonial Office and  make an  appeal 
fo r  some such hon~e.  I also said t h a t  i t  TVRS better 

I to be in A1neric.a and have Americans to  deal with 
1 because )-on Irno~v where ygn s tand with, them. b, 

line was tlralvn there ancl -011 did not have this 
c.ontinna1 hypocrisy going on. This is by the way. 

Thi i~king in terlns of real estate, wha t  T want to 
lrnon- froin the Ilonourable Jnilior 3lembt.r for St.  
l homas iq this:  :,1,1n 1 right i n  sayi;lzg that the only 
logical interprrtation on the srcond paragraph of 

I the ,\ddendunl is that  this $72,000-property i n  Eng- 
lailtl has a 2:31,l2 p a r  lease to go and after this 

1 2.3% year5 have expired.-\re buying the property,- 
\\-(. tlo not o ~ v n  any  bnilding a t  all but the owners 

I of tlie lantl would own it. I f  that is so, it strikes 
me that this deal seems to be a racket because few 
people. evc.n those in England with their system of 
learehold purchase, would hardly attempt to spend 
.%15,000 on a property with so short a lease. I hope 
that the honourable gentleman in charge of this ~ g s o -  
lntion would concede that  I know something of the 
leasehold practice in  England, 1 having read some- 
thing on it. This deal does strike me as  strange. 
I knom- that  somebody wollld say tha t  this property 
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is suitable anci would say that i t  is all well and 
good brcaus; those boys must have some place to 
herd togethel.. the reason being, I suppose, that in 
some i~~stances, they are not wanted. Sometimes, 1 
feel that i t  is rightly so, because some of then1 come 
back to their ho~ueland very stupid; aoinetlmes, I 
think some of then1 should pass back by way of 
Anierica and stay there for a short while, because 
when they come bacli to the West Indies from there, 
they would coine back with normal minds and not 
with that ponlpous feeling, as  one that is literally 
walking in mid air. 

I ask: "Why can't they find a place with a 
99-year lease? Do you realise when I l001i arounc! 
this Table, I ser honourable members who have young 
sons and bj- the time that the son of the honourable 
Junior Member for  St.  Peter is ready to complete his 
~ tudies  in England this lease will be out and we will 
be called upoil to get another suitable building? 
As I know it, when this place is sold to the West 
Indian students and the 23y2 years lease is up, the 
c~wners of the land would say to the students: "The 
lease is up, you can take the building; we would not 
war about that." I think the legal lunli~laries of 
the Government will give me more enlightenment 
on this matter. If my in'terpretation on the second 
paragraph of this addendum is correct, then no 
argument I hear will make iiie support this resolu- 
tion. 1 am perfectly willing, despite the criticisms 
1 have made to give the resolution my support so as 
to give ease to those students in England, but I an1 
 lot willing at  the expense of this colony to agree to 
the payment of this money on this place when at 
the end of 23y2 years i t  would be of no use ito us; 
we would have to dig it down. 

( A  VOICE) : Do you know that practicaiiy 
all the properties in  London are on leasehold landk? 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I know that practically the 
whole of London is leasehold land. I am however 
asking lionourable members, although this property 
might he a suitable place for West Indian students, 
to ponder and think over this matter, bearing in mind 
that you are n3t buying a place for today and to- 
morrow, but that you want to buy a permanent abode 
for West Indian students. 

I think, first of all, that the Colonial Office 
should know that we wish a permanent abode for our 
students. They must remember what buying a 
lease-hold property means and they should not ex- 
pect us to pay out S15,000 for a building with only 
a 23jG-year lease. That is only buying a building 
for toillorrow. \That 11-ill our children ~vho go out 
to Engla,nd think of us for W doing? I t  must be 
rementbrred that the owners of the land on which 
this building stand; are not going to concede us any 
consideration after the lease expires. Paragraph B 
states: "~vhat appears to be a suitable property caa 
"no\s I,r accjnired on a 239;-year ground lease for 
6 use as a Centre. If the property proves to be 
" su j t a l~ l~~  it is essential that an offer be made with- 
"out ( ! r l l i t> -  if the premises are not to br lost. The 
"total c~,lpital expenditure which would be involved 
"in atqnirinr and equipping the property as a 
"Stntlt~nt Centre is estimated at  $72,000." Thew- 
fore. Sir.. T a-li honourable members to exercise their 
jadgl~~rlbt OII this matter; to do ~vhat  they ~sould do 
in t l i t ~ i ~  own personal businew. I ask any of ~ 0 1 1 :  
I f  J-011 i t  is11 your chadren to enjoy some of your 
bencfit. 11-oiild 7011 pay rE15,000 for a property wit? 
0i:lj- O ~ ? ~ - J - C R I '  gi-ol~ild lease? I say, you would not. 
Then, sr~rr ly asl; the Colonial Office to find som-. 
more ~ i l i t a h l ~  plare: some property with a t  least a 
75-rear  lea5e. T therefore ask honourable members 
to br T - C J . ~  t r~~thf r r l  to themselves over this matter. 

Ur. BR-ISCKER entered the I-louse and took his 
scat. 

Mr. CRAWtFOILD: Mr. Chairman, I take it 
+ 

that n h c l ~  thi. matter come3 up kdfqre, this House 
23% years from now that the honourable Senior 
Member for the City will not vote another cent for 
it. That is by the way. 

I merely rise to say that. I am, too, awaiting t h j  
explanation of the honourable junior member foi. 
St. l1homas, but I would add that I know my re- 
rrLarks shall not be construed to mean that I feel that 
-'X year; from now, the same number of studenb m 

who leave the West Indies now to go to England for 
tuition would be going then, because I envisage the 
day - except in the case of studellts who want LO 

go to Europe ilierely for the different atmosphere 
which a European university might bring to them- 
when we in the West Indies mill be self-sufficient 
with uiiiversities for the training of our owln students. 
1 would respnt any* suggestion that a half century 
lrom now the West Indies will still 'be dependent oa  
England for student training. I am making no ap- 
plication for any extended period in  the future; I 
believe the West Indies by then should not be obli- 
gated to the T'nited ICingdonl to provide for this sort 
of ,raining. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman,- T h ~ s  
is not a legal matter; this is a matter of common- 
sense. The time may appear to be short to the hon- 
ourable senior member for the City, 'but he must 
remember that this is not a matter purely of real 
estate; it is a matter coupled with the chance of 
luck and the difference between buying a place and 
renting a place. I can tell the honourable member 
that the Regional Economic Cormnittee h% to rent 
suitable quarters in London for the establishment of 
a Trade Commissioner Service and he may not 
think so, but the rent that is charged for thos.3 
quarters is something in the vicinity of S200 per 
month, and remember, i t  is only for a window or 
two upstairs. If you realise that this is the condi- 
tion which exists in London, then you have to look 
at  this matter in  the circumstances that you do not 
regard it as a. 23%-year leasehold property, but a 
2334-year rental value of a property. If time is the 
object. then you should regard this purchase as 
good bilsiness. You mnst bear in mind that this is 
cot a question of lease alone, but  alsa a question 
of if volt turn i t  down, whether you would be lucky 
mough to go in the London market and find a build- 
i r ~ g  of similar proportion which you can rent to work 
ant in ;he long run ait less cost than this leasehold 
value. While attending meetings of the R.E.C., i t  has 
been dran-n to my attention by  those who visit Eng- 
land that the English businessmen are asking ab- 
nornlal rates for their business premises. Therefore, 
I ask honourable members to look a t  this matter in 
that liyht. I * ,  

P 

It lnust be regardet! as urgent too. Anyone who 
goes to England would agree that West Indiarr 
students should have a centre of their own because 
in many instances some of our students are forced 
tc; live under very difficult cicumstances. There is 
also a sense of pride when you can look on a centre of 
your own. I t  brings to you some sort of national 
outlook. I t  is true that the time for  this lease to 
expire is short.. but i t  also means that you have to 
look at this matter under present cicumstance.; and 
while 231/2 years is a short time for  buying a lease- 
hold property, the time is not so short, 'because in 
the next 23v2 pears, we do not know what would be 

I the position. 3 



a t 
tI regard the cost of 513,000 for  this building on 

ground leased for  23% years as  a good purchase. If 
that  amount was paid in rent spreacl over tha t  peritod, 
i t  would not be exorbitant. 

Nr .  BL4RR01\V : l f r .  Chairnlan, - What the  
honourable senior menlCer for the City must realise 
is tha t  not only 1s there a capitalist society in Barba- 
dos that  exerts to its fullest i ts  business dealings, 
lout, unfortunately, there is the same capitalisflc: 
atmosphere i n  London as well. I may tdl you Sir, 
that very early in  my stitdent dayb, 1 began to leasn 
the facts df capltahstic organisatiolls because i was 

4 on a committee which was responsible for  investigat- 
i:lg the pomibilitien; of acquiring a centre for TVe$t1 
Indian students and for West Indians as  a whole. 
Our terms of reference, among other things, in  those 

- prefederation days, were that  the  centre should be 
open to  all West Indian visitors coming from this 
area to the United Kingdom on holiday, provided that 

.- there were room and accommodation for them; and 
that we should not restrict the facilities of the centre 
to the West IIndian ~ t u d e n t s  who m-ere pursuing their 
studies a t  English universities, b u t  also to those West 
I ~ ~ d i a n s  who found themselves domiciled i n  the 
Thited Kingdom. 

Mr. Chairman, after a considerable amtount of 
investigation and after making a protest to  several 
governmental departments in  the United Kingdom 
we discovered that  the best thing we could acquirt! 
of a building was a 14-year lease for  S20;WO. There- 
fore, I a m  rather happy to see that  the  Oolon?: 
Office has acquired a building and has gone one better 
tkan my committee by getting something a t  less cost. 

( A  VOI'C'E) : You do not know. The size of the 
building, its location land the area of land on which 
i t  stands is not  stated. 

Mr. BARR08W: The first problem is tha t  of 
acquiring a suitable property which ~vould accommo- 
date a reasonable amount [of students. There is  at 
present a minimum of 1,300 West Indian students in 
the United Kingdom. Barbados h(as about one- 
twelfth of tha t  number, but  a t  the time of which I 
speak, that  is between six and seven years ago, when 
the committee first began its investigations, tha t  num- 
ber was three times tha t  of today. A t  tha t  time, 
there were nurses, technicians and  other people from 
the West Indies i n  the United Iiingdom that nouid 
have been eligible for acconimodatioll i n  addition i o  
those st_udents who a re  normally resident in  Englan l  
pursuing bheir courses of study. %%en tha t  Com- 
mittee mas investigating the matter, it could be said 
that  i t  was putting the  car t  before the horse, because 
it was seeking to  acquire a property without m y  
means of paying fo r  it. Yet, it can be said tha t  the 
Committee of which I was a member, had no idea 
that the market which mnst have been more restricted 

,*, now than i t  was then would have offered a better 
deal now from the point of view of purchasing. I 
mnst pay tribute to the then Secretary of State 'for 
the Colonies, Mr. James Griffiths, because it was due - to his support tha t  the Cornillittee Iyas able to con- 
vince some of the  West Indian politicialzs tha t  it was 
a necessary thing to have a \Test Indian Centre 1 1 1  

Engl'and. E~ven a t  the high figure at which we could 
get a property then, he heartily approved of the 
scheme and did everything he could to convince West 
Indian Governments tha t  is  as a highly desirablc 
thing. E can well remember reniarlring to the then 
Secretary fo r  the Colonies, J9r. James Griffiths, tha t  
i t  was a rather deplorable feature of West Indian 
Life tha t  people inside the West Indian community ,. are too prone t o  accept a recomn~endation sent 
through the Colonial Office rather than to  think of 

a problem for  themselves and to support something 
which was i n  their own interest of national policy. 

Sir, I will now answer some of the points raised 
by previous speakers. 

The hononrable senior nleinber for  the  City 
praised himself, with some justification, In being a 
real estate gentleman. A t  this stage, I will tell 
that honourable member that he is ~ v a s t ~ ~ i g  his time 
In Barbados if r i a l  estate dealing is as  simple in  
I8,ngland as he thinks. NThat is the position witu 
regard to real estate in  the met ro~~ol i t an  area of 
London ? ~ l t  is virtually ~mpossible to purchase any 
property there freehold; therefore any  purchase of 
property which 1s transacted ill the nletropolitan 
n r w  1s generally done on a leasehold basis. Accord- 
ing to the explanatory note of this Resolution we 
are buying a property f o r  $72,000 with a ground 
learcr. emounting to 23% years. This is the unexpired 
terin of that  prol~er ty  when i t  was 0rigina.11~ bought. 
\Vhnn you purchase the remainder of a term of 
grolnnd lease of a property a s  we are dsing now, 
you are in  t ru th  and in  fact  renting a property al; 
what is considered the market rental  valuc with 
p:urity df tenure for  23% years. You are  not 

r2nting the ground. From my experience, judgi~lg 
r'rom rcqnire~nents, this building should contain 
three stories, if not five, because it shjould have 
residential accommodation fo r  anything like 30 
students alone. It may be more. I happen to know 
that some West Indian students in  modest c i r c u p  
itances are paying £10 per month for  their accom- 
~ l~ada t ion .  T challenge the honourable senior 
member for th? City to  go to England a n d  see if 
he can gst a tx~o-room flat for  less than £10 a 
month. I t  is impossible. Therefore, if you jvork 
it out, talriiig away 53,000 for  furniture and fittings, 
the rental value for the building would not be  more 
than 5500 per  year. I f  this building is anything like 
the specifications which the Committee of which I 
was a inember set forward i n  1947, 11 think t h ~ t  atwe 
are fortunate i n  getting a property of t h a t  propor- 
tion a t  such a low price. I think i t  is remarkable in  
Coronation Year, of all  times, tha t  the British 
Ministry of Works or the Colonial Office should be 
sc fortunate as  to  have placed a t  their disposal 
such a building for  the moderate suin of £500 @er 
year. That is all that  this pnrchase means; tha t  
is, that me are paying our rent  in  advance for 23V2 
years. 

1 do not think that 1 need to conviacl;_ hon- 
ourable members, whether they have been fo rp i la te  
to live in T,onc!on for any  period of time or to visit 
there for a short time, of the necessit~- of this 
ventre. IT think the only argument a t  'this stage 
should be whether the Barbados Govel-iiment is  
called upon to pay too high a proporti'on of the  
gross contribution to this Centre. Taking everything 
into consideration, T ~vould like to assure the ho11- 
ourable senior member for  the City tha t  he st:ll 
has a lot to learn in  this matter. I think. Sir,  tha t  
there wag even an  attempt by  the honourable n~emb~er  
to suggest that instead of purchasing t l i i ~  leaseh~lcl 
l,roprrtp, it would be better to rent i t  as it nonld he 
l ~ s s  costly to  do so. By the way, I would like ~o 
inforin this House tha t  a t  present, i n  the centre o f  
T,ondon. all the gronnd lease. are expiring with t l ~ c  
inost palatial buildings standing on those grounds 
and the Duke of Westminster is findin:: himsc~lf otx? 
01  tllr richest men in London ac, a result. 

I think the honourable Senior AIeillbrr for  the  
C i t -  is c~nclemning his omr~  systeill ~1-11ich he has 
:;!atcd ercn on public platforms has given hi111 tha t  
mea.sw-e of independence, when he spealrs against 
the  terms of this purchase. All thr.t v7e a re  doing 
is paying $200 per  month fo r  a national centre sb 



a s  to niakr our presence felt in the heart  of the 
Empire. 1 c10 not thinlr $200 a niolltli is too high 
a price t o  pay fo r  a building, probably fonr or five 
stories high ancl with accommoclation for  people 
like th r  honourable Senior Member for  tlie City 
whcn he finils hinlself called upon to  risi t  London. 
A s  fa r  a \  I rri~ieinber, erery coloilial unit has a 
national cc.1itl.e of their olrn in London with the 
exceptiol~ of the \Test Inclics. Sir, the  West Indian 
students hwxe to borrow the preinises of the West 
African s t n d e n t ~  which is, bp the way, one of the 
most ~ii; lg~iificei~t builcliiigs in tha t  par t  of London, 
one rvh~ch any ilation could be prond of as  a n  em- 
bas\y. 'I'hl. \lTt&\t Iniiian students ha re  to borrow 
from t l ~ t ,  \Test Africans if they want to s tag a 
coclitail party,  a little social meeting or a little de- 
bate of their own. TITe have to beg our West Afri- 
car1 brot1it.r~ to let  us come in. We hare  prided 
onrsel\ c-, ;I\ bring f a r  more adva~icecl than they, 
yet t11t.y hare  a natioilal centre of n-hich any 
eiubasi  ~z~oultl b~ proud, both for its locxation ancl 
its arc.liitec.t~~re. and we hare  no such thing. 

311. Chairillan, \Ire need not inrestipate the 
rationality of race prejuclice. This mat ter  has 
nothilig to (10 with race prejndice. The Canadians 
ant1 thc, .\listraliaiis have their own Centre in the  
Unitet1 Kingdonl. not only there, bu t  all  over the 
place. Despite the fact that  the Australians and 
('anatlians haye their own national centre, they also 
hare  it ~to t lcn t  centre for Do~ninion  student^ only. 
Colonial stnclents caizn'ot attend that  centre. 

311.. Chairman, I am glad to see that  a t  long 
last, \\Test Indians are  likely to get a ilatioiial 
centrt. r ~ f  their o ~ v n .  I shall ro te  for  this resolu- 
tion. I c.onilse1 a l l  honourable members to vote fol 
it. 1 ~.t,pt'at it has nothing to do v i t h  race prejn- 
dice A \ i ~ ~ -  l~lail  with solne self-respect ~vould  like 
to h i ~ r t ~  a place n-hich he can call his olvn; a place 
whe~.,. 11~1  call go and entertein his friends; a place 
w11a.t. 1 i ( x  (.an invite anyone to speali to him: a 
plat~c. ~ ~ i l t > l . c .  he can hare  free unequivocal social 
interc.onrv1 ~vi t l i  other nationals o r  other \Test 
Indian.: 

liE\\'lh : Mr. Chairman, the last time me 
discll\\,vl this mat ter  in the  IIol~se,  the colour qneq- 
tion T T H I  about to take prec~cdent and some hon- 
onrablc. ~ileliibers had to rise and m o ~ e  tha t  the 
yuestiou be put.  That  riiecting toolr pla te  on the 
25th S13ptelnber. 3951, and this is the Address Ire 
passc.tl :- 

THE HOTTSE OF zlSSEdIBLT' 
TO 

T f l S  BXCELLESCT' TIIE GOITER-\-OR 

"l'hr 1Ionse of Asseinbl?- haq the honour to 
"ackur,\~ lctlge the  recaeipt of Yoar Excellency's 
"3less;rlc S o  '28/1951. anil to infornl Your Excel- 
" lenc*~ that t 11e IIollse agree5 in principle with the 
"prol)o,ql to establish a Club and Centre in Lolldo11 
"for \irfi..t Tudiali Stncleltts anti would be prepared 
l'to apji o re  a coi l t r ibl~t io~l  t o ~ r a r d s  the capital and 
L L a i l ~ l ~ ~ , r l  r txc~~i.rent costs 011 a "studellt basis." 

I!, - I ? .  11111nble opiil~c)n, T tliiiik the capital cost 
s l ~ o n l :  rai\ed on a "population" basis and the 
reclll.l>h:tt co\ts on the "\tntlent" basis. What  I 
meall I- ,  that  if the  West Tnclies are  bnying property 
in J , o ~ ~ d o n  fo r  a student eelitre. they should buy it 
on ;I ' rlopnlation" basis lwr island a a d  run  i t  on 
a "\tu l . l it" basis. I I o ~ v t ~ e r ,  it was stated on that 
o c c a s ~ i ~ ,  that nre ~ v o ~ l l ( I  have to contribnte a little 
less i f  --c.  bo l~ght  i t  on this basis. 

Sit.. \\,hat T ~irould lilre to (Iranr to the  attention 
of t l ~ c  Ihol i s~  iq tha t  I ~vonld  like a little informa- 
tion from the hoilourablr Jmiior A'lember for  St  
Tholna\ on a Message which this Honse received 

frcw1 the Acting Go\-ernol- 011 the 14th April las t  
just betore tile House proroguecl. 

The Alessage refers to this sanle question and ih. I! 
to the effect that "the Secretary of State for 
"the Colonies has by recent telegram asked 
L l for a u t l ~ o r i t ~  ti) spcad up to $1,440, divided 

"bet\reen th~h partivipating Goveriiments, on 
l 1  A l ( h ~ s o r y  ancl S u l . r e ~ - o r ' ~  Services on the 
l L preparation of an  esti~iiate and, if necessary, 
' 'on the purchase of :ui ol~tion i11 conilectioil wit11 
1 l premises i i o ~ ~ ~  being investigated. It goes on t o  
'say that on a 'stuclent' basis this Government's 

"share of the advance needecl a t  once amounts to  
"$llC~l, and unless the Honourable Htouse of Assem- 
"bly indicate that  this course is not acceptable, His 
l l Excellency proposes to gran$ the necessary authority 
"for the advance of that ainoniit against the funds 
"of this Government and to send down a special + 
l < resol~~tioiz on the re-opening of tlie Legislature." 
Sir, it seenis to me that this House made a 17;istake 
in not replying to that Jlessage stating that we 4 
t'pprored of this action. 

So fa r  as this Resolution is concerned, we are 
A 

n o r  aslred to do something T\-hich we have already 
agreed in  priilciple to clo. \IThat I would like to ash 
i\ this:  TTThy was it necesaarj- to be so cau,tious about 
this mat ter?  Can soine Illore i n f o r i ~ a t i o i ~  be given? 
If the Governineiit feels that  if they say where the 
place is situated, others will get to know a n d  
that the price will go u p ;  in  that case, I would 
sympathise with them. I t  appears, as is brie£ly 
hinted by  the ~Iddendmni, that this place is some 
part of I ~ o n d o a ;  probably, i t  ~l -as  so briefly hinted 
for  security measures. I think there are Rome me?- 
bers of this House who woulc1 feel i n  like manner, 
that is, that if the place was ~neiztioned and the loca- 
tion given that  we TT-ould be giving away the bar- 
gain. If it is nut absolute+ly necessary to do so, the11 
I feel that  we shoulcl have a little more information 
T feel that  we can be told where is  the situation of 
this buildii~g in  London. 

JIr. COX: If you sit for a minute, you will 
he given some more infonnatioa. a 

Mr. L E W I S :  11 hare no doubt that  there are 
West Indian students who are interested i n  this  
Centre and are interested to see that  we get it at 
a bargain. Not only will it be of good use fo r  'West 
Indian students but, perhaps, fo r  West Indian 
visitors to  London. Whether anybody exercises 
colour prejudice, West Indians should still 
have their own national centree. It really is  a dis- 
grace that we, West Indians, have no national centre 
for ourselves in  liondon, therefore, if as this Reso- 
lution states that  there appears to be a suitable 
place to be had f o r  such a centre, let us  buy it. 

I do not knox:- exactly what the circumstances are, 
Mr. Chairman, but  1 feel. as the honourable member 
has said that even if me pay this price now and 
have this building for 23% pears it would cost u s  ,L 
lnore if me rented it for the same period. I t  is a 
pity we did ~ o t  get it in 1951 because we could have 
rented i t  out for the ,Coronation now and got back 
a fair  a l ~ ~ o u i i t  of our money. I am sure that my L 

colleapnc n-onld support a real business schenle of 
that sort Tf lie o ~ r n r d  it lie xrould have done that. 
Wl1aterc1- the ilisadrantages arc a t  the moment, let  
us hopc tliat in 23lh years1 time the English people 
mill be sensible enoligh to elect a real Socialist Gov- 
arnnlcnt so that there will be no danger of having 
a building on rented land in London. 

34r. TTTTTiTiTAMS : Mr. Chairman,-I am not 
going to geueratc too much heat over this matter. 
I t  is a siml~le matter as 'l: see it. As the honou~rable 
c-nior inc1nhe1- for St. George has explained, there 



J is difficulty i n  getting places i n  Loiidolz. All the 
builcling that goes on is leasecl for 99 years, 999 years 
etc. I reinember that Ainerican, buying a sinall piece 
of land in  Portlancl Squarr sc;~ile years ago, gave a 
million dollars for  it just liltr that. Allyone who 
knows Lollclon well know that in  these days those 
smaller countries which arc. sellcling legations to 
London find great difficult! in  getting offices. The 
Ethiopian and Donlinican Embassies had to move 
over across to the MTest E n d  of London. Pakistan 
also had great difficulty i n  getting a building. 

What  the hononrable senior ineillber for  the City . fails to realise is that if we secure a lease fo r  a 
longer period than  25 years the cost of that lease 
must go up. So we cannot say tha t  25 years is too 
short unless Tye realise that if the lease was for 50 
years the cost would be a t  least twice as much. Apar t  
fro111 that,  we rilay not be able to get a 50 year lease 
i n  the present market. A s  the hononrable ilieinber 

+- also knows rents are  ~vorked out 011 tlie same basis 
as  money put  011 loan The ~ri~estion is ho~v  mnclL 
call nly money bring me etc. TT'ith ocr  present iu- 
terest rates ailcl present market r a h ~ e s ,  I do not 
think ure could have clone much better than ~ v c  have 
done. I 1in01~ for instalice that the Sigerian Gor- 
ernillent was trying to set np a Trade Commissioner 
serrice i11 London and they had to take a n  office 
down T7ictoria orer the Colonial Office, 11 (10 not 
think tha t  the Government has been ill adrisecl on 
this occasion, and  I c10 not think they ~ ~ ~ o u l d  have 
done better tliail they hare done 11nder the present 
market conditions. 

Dr. CU3lAlINS : Illr. Chairman,-I have some 
iizfor~natioil which I can give to the committee. The 
size of the building is not stated. It is  located at  
Princess Gate I<easington. It will provide a dining 
room, l o ~ ~ n g e ,  library, ganies room, committee and 
sitting roolli and ~vardens quarters, and accommoda- 
tion for a dozen students \trill also be available, but 
the committee, iacluding student representatives arc 
strongly of the opinion that the njoney sl~onlcl be 
used in the first place for clltb facilities to all s ta-  
dents, ancl that residential facilities which will in  
creaso the cost of runlliiig i t  shoultl be considered 
later. 

Mr. E. D. JIOTTLEy:  At  this stage i n  my life I 
anz still ~ ~ i l l i i i g  to learn all I can abont politics, real 
estate ancl everjthing else. If there 1s one thing J 
an1 glad about it i5 that my timeh- corn~lle~lts dren 
cut sonlP cheer, for the honourable senior member 
for St .  George-a th in5  that has not ltappencd foi 
a long tinic. T an1 willung to learn for this reason 
I cannot spc3aB c.r cc'thrtlrcr like t h , ~  honourable senior 
member for St .  Georpe on real estate. But  I call speak 
on the principle5 of real estate i n  London. As f a r  as I 
am concernecl nothing that has been said has chanyed 
my opinion. Froin the time that  T made my debut 113 

_X4- real estate havc ~~~ic le r s tood  the pril~ciples of rea' 
estate i11 T~ontlon ant1 the 1'8.A ancl T Bnov- thal 
the whole of T~ondon is ~lotl .~i~lr?.  hut leaso hold. i f  1 
did not 1;non. the honol~rabl(~ menib:>r a\ ~vel l  as 1 
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do I n~onlti coine to tht. vollclusio~~ that his heill: 
over-zcalo~~s in getting this !);15scil ~z.;ts brc.ausc ther( 
1 5 ~ l . a ~  a lilrclil~oocl of his bci~lg assoc.iatcd wit11 a nnru 
her of these so-calletl TlTcst Iiitlian stildeuts i n  1~011 

don. These things might so~rncl strange coming fron 
me;  hut T an1 going to pick to pieces all that thc 
honourable sciiior nlcmbev for St.  George has said 
Let nc; say that lip ~ r r e t l  when llc tallrecl abont a five 
store- hnilrting. 111 what pxrt  of T~onclon, on a 23% 
pear lcwsc~, co111d gon get a five-storey building fol 
S15,000? T n*ill bet him non- that  this building i~ + not above a three-storey hnilcling. Let us get tht 
informaticnl. T also think that he made a n  error when 

1~ talked abont 30 resident students. On the last oc- 
:asioil that this matter was discussed i t  was pointed 
jut that  there was no question of resident students, 
llld llOTT* that the hononrable Deputy Leader has 
alarified the position he has made it worse. What  
lac; h? told us .' iZ dining room, lounge room, library, 
Tallies rooril and accoinmodatioil for  12 students. 

There is aiiother thing:  Both my colleague and  
he honourable senior member fo r  St. George-I do  
lot lrilom if i t  is because of the Coronation Medals 
ironnd-asked me not to raise the question of racial 
~rejndice.  B u t  it is ilotlling but racial prejudice 
ahich has resulted 111 the neecl for  th is  building. 
These are T e s t  Iildian students i n  the City of Lon- 
loll in  this 20th Century. They are members of the  
2ornmonrvealth, ancl this is  what is happening. The 
lono~urable senior nleinber for  St. George went into 
the Royal Air  Force, and he worked in the Colonial 
Dffice, and he is tclling me tha t  we need this building 
7 0  that  West ,;ndian students can have a place to 
:er together, meet people and  talk etc. I have never 
been to England, but  11 will ask any  sane man, "are 
rou telling rile that  in  this 20th Century students 
from the West lndies 'and from Africa for that  mat- 
ter, cannot mix ~ i t h  English people and absorb their 
rvaj- of life : TTTllat is  it inore than segregation?" 1 
an1 surprisecl to hear that froin the honourabl, 
;enior member for  St.  George. We a re  being asked 
to p u t  u p  a builcling which one moulcl expect to find 
in Texas or Georgia. Mind you L a m  not say9ing that  
there is no racial prejudice i n  Barbados. It is all  
over the world as f a r  as I can see. That is  a matter 
of indifference to me. Sometimes i t  i s  a good thing 
for a .lot of people. B u t  you are  asking West Indians 
to vote money to set n p  a centre i n  London because 
our students there cannot be absorbed. I f  you asked 
me to  vote this to set u p  such a centre i n  Alabama, 
or Georgia !I would say yes; because I know what; 
the situation is down there. B u t  i n  voting------ . 

Dr.  CUMMINS: We are not now discussing 
the principle of setting u p  this centre. That has beer 
accepted long ago. We are  discussing whether we 
should provide this money or  not. I do not see that 
cliscussion about Alabama or Texas is relevant. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTT'LEI'Ir : I can appreciate the fact 
hat the honourable D c p n t ~ -  Leader is llot u p  to the  
lebate today. He  kno~vs I am not out of order. The 
honourable senior member for  St.  George has said thar  
hecause of national pride West Indian students in 
Lolldoll ~valtt  th i i  centre. Do you think he means a 
student like the son of the honourable junior member 
for St.  eJamcs? I appreciate what he means. mCpn 
i agreed to the principle of setting u p  this centre 1 
clid so wi'th certain mental reservations, and I ex- 
7)rrssecl certain Y ~ ~ I T S  because I wanted the Colonial 
O*fict. to lino.i\- that there are still people i n  this colony 
;;it11 stroily frcllings on this matter. There are those 
0:' LIS who find o u r ~ l v e s  ill t h ~  position I am in. W e  
it1.e not professional men, and we must take the 
q ~ p o r t u n i t -  to let it be k n o ~ ~ n  that while we vote 
for .ettillg n p  this ccn'tre in  London we realise tha t  
1-011 arc not setting i t  u p  because of any  national 
\l-cst Indi:ln priclr We kno-\t- the real reason behind 
it, rc~gal~tllcsi nf the fact that many of these students 
ic turn from Eiiglantl merc intellectual snobs. 

I am very 5trong on thi\ I have never had  
the opportunity of taking par t  in university life-1 
bope that my childre11 will be niore fortunate-buf 
illcre arc. a lot of people for 1~7hom we are \noting this 
-this i, not a place 11-hcrc 30 s*tudents can r e s i d ~ .  

r illis l i5 :l place where they can get together a n d  rqad 
etc. 1 a112 not misqnoting the honourable senior 
ciemhcr for  St.  Georpc,. This is a place where they 
can read, ant1 llarc gamcs together etc. While we 
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vote for  this to-day, those holiourable inenlbers m'za 
have had an  opportunity of living i n  England mnst 
iealise that because they have had tha t  opportunity 
tiiey cannot expect to colne back here ancl fool people 
like nlyself, people ~ v h o  think for themselves. I 
rc-peat, this centre is the result of West Inclian 
students riot being able to be absorbed into the 
~ e n e ~ a l  life of England. There are no two ways 
abont it. We as West Indian people should- let i t  
he kno~v11 in  110 nncertain terms by the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies that  me c10 not appreciate this. 

Xow to  cleiil with 'the Rcsolntioii itself, Mr. 
('hairman, as I hare  said I appreciate that  Land-on 
is llothing bm leasehold. I do not know if I have 
niade this clear already; but  of course a 23% year 
lease, working it ont on the basis of $230 a l n o ~ ~ t h  
rent is cheap for  London. The honourable senlor 
lllelnber for  St.  George referred to furniture. The 
l-onourable Deputy Leader has not told us tha t  
furniture is inc.lndrd in  this. I do not think that 
furnitnre is inclnclecl. If you are going to pay 
215,000 to acrjt~ire a property on a 23Y2 year lease 
and it inclucled furniture,  c10 honourable lnenzbers 
:lot think that t11e Deputy Leader would have told 
u s ?  The Resolution says nothing about furniture. 
-1s I was saying, 1 cornider this price cheap. I an1 
in agreement with the honourab.le senior nlcnlber 
for Sit. George there. 

NOW the point I Tyas lllakillg, ancl I thilli< 
the honourable melnber for  St.  George misunderstood 
:lie, is that juclging froln th(. site \fihich I ullclerstood 
the honourable me~nber to say this building i. ~17, 
.,ncl fro111 what I heard the h o r l ~ a r a b ] ~  jlulior melllber 
for St. Lllcy say about that ;irpa. 1 am Tvondering it' 
it \vould be really all ccollonljc propmitioll to haip 
this property 011 a 23% year lease, which as the hall- 
(,nrable lnember poillts out, i s  rent, or .~r-hetl;e- 
it ~vonld not be better bnsil~esc; to t r v  to get a propert?. 
011 a ]ollger lease. Of eonr?? I realise that 
f o l l o ~ t ~  daJr you will have to sprlld more 1uollc.y. 
but from a lollg term poillt of view the cost ~vould 
be less. It is nothing more than rent, and  I think 
it is a matter of comn~onsense tha t  ~f you had it 
c l e r  a lollger periocl i t  is bolllld to work out cheaper 
in the long run. 

I did llot intend that debaLe have 
tdkell this alld I appreciate the sllpport 
that the Government will get this ResolLItion. 
Ilnrillg the debate 011 this lllatter the last occasioll 
r made the points which I have made to-day. I ,&I 

see why I sllonld refllse to vote for it, but 
I do not like is idea of a 231,2 rear leaye foL. 
A13,000. have prefrrrecl, for reasoll 
I have given, for the Governlllellt to have come with 
n Resolution for  'this sanie building to be acquired 
on a 40-year lease. If that had been clone the rental 

would llot have \\70rl:ed at $2,30 a l~~oiltlll. 
strilies llle that every effort \hould be lnade to get 

soinething under better ternls ancl conditions. 
I finally say this: J ~ T ~ ~ ~  illl thr ;n.r.lullents t:,at 

beell by the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ b l ( ,  jnl,iol. lnclllbcL. 
for st. Lncl- it lllust be appl'N.iatecl that altllongh l,(, 
and  the hollourable senior lllenlber for St.  (;c-(.! ye 
; re  re?ellt arrivals ill ~ ~ ~ b ~ d ~ ~  ill the that 
they returllecl from Ellglalld, frolll the 
olcl country, from the Mother Co~lntry,  ~ v l ~ e u  you 
leave the House and you are really talking seriously 
-not ~yhell you are making a speech here for the 
benefit of the Colonial Office-you know as well ,as 
I do that the sole reason fo r  conling to the I'Iouse of 
Assembly, for going to  Triniclacl ancl Jamaica etc. 
to  get nzoney to set u p  a centre where West Indian 
students can get together, and to ~vhich they can 
bring their friends and meet with national pride, 
j g  merely because Weat Indian people have ncve: 
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risen iip ancl saicl, "this is a n  absolutc line clral\-~~." 
Deep in t11~ mind of the honourable n1enlber for 
('hrist Cllurch he agrees \!-ith what I all1 saying. 

L 
Ii7hen he tells me not to talk abont ,klaFama he 
~ ~ n o ~ v s  that  ~vllat  I all1 <a~- ing  is true. Sollleolle has 
got to say it. J Iy  son or pra~lclsoll lnay go to Englanc!. 
Why ~vonlcl you llot hear of such a eelltre in \Vas!l- 
i~lgtoll or S e ~ v  Por i i ?  Because you hare  a IIarie:il 
iu America. If you had a Harlenl ill 1,olldoil t l ler,~ 
~vonld be no llcecl for this centre. There are tillles 
nhen you clo llot Jvorry to raise the yuestioll uf race. 
B u t  nhell it is a cluestioll of a broad llationag issue 
like illis you nlnst stand 5honlder to shoulder. 

1 am convinced that the only reason for \?tt i~-l;~ .& 

I:P a crlltre liire this is because TTTest llldiall >tv,dellts 
callllot be abiorbec!. Illlagine l~avillg to 'et up :L 

~ e n t r ~  for the so11 of the honourable jullior lllel~lber 
io r  St. Lindrem! I-Ie \r70nld llot have to go. I t  is a 
qllame that ~ v e  hare to rote this mol~ey a t  all. Lint 
I nil1 rote for it. Z xviil rote for i t  because tilrrc, is 
no alternative. I beliere that lve shonlcl hare bi.i.11 
able to do better froin tile ecollolnic point of view. 

* 
Sly ~~i t i c i s l l l s  hare  beell in  good faith. I   earc cl 
.oalething inelltionetl abont 100 studell?.. The 
tclldellcy is for this- 

JIr .  CHAIRJIAS:  I will ask the honourable 
melllber to address the Chair. 

Jlr. E. D. JTOTlLEY:  I ain addressing the Chair. 
I  ant this to be understood, and I know that you 
too, noflld like i t  to b(' understood, Mr. Chairmall, 
that  we are votillg fo r  this with very strong feehngs. 
The honourable senior member for St.  George saFs 
that there are 100 Ttrest Indian s t ~ ~ t l ~ l l t s  in  Loi1do11. 
Darbadians who 80 to England cor~~c. bacli here with 
a sense of false pride, stupid, snobbish false pride. 
Zventually they have to come back to earth here, 
ancl these are the things which we do for thcir assist- 
ance. \That I an1 saying may apply to my child or 
anFone else's child. I lillow, Mr. Chairnlaq, that 
you, like lnaily of 11s hate to see theill m-hen they 
comr back here playing what is generally called tllt 
fool. 

Dr. CT;&IAIISS : There is no question of segre- 
h- 

gation in this matter. This is a colonial centre and a 
club for \Vest Indian stu'dents. l have been a student 
In Canada and I have nlixcd with the Canacliala 
peyjplc. There we had stuclents fro111 (ireilacla, 
Brltirh Guiana and all orer the \Vest Illdies 
Although 11-e mixed with the Caiiaclian people we fell 
that there was a time \v'~cn we as West Incl ian~ 
<ho"ld meet ~ v i t h  each other. Even t -~~a l ly  such a club 
rz:asformed. West Iildians go't together once o~ 
twice a week awl  enjoyed thenlselves as  West Tndiaiis 
It  as not that we did not ~ v a n t  to absorb Canadian 
'ulture. 

Kow, Sir,  there is a young lady from Bank Hall  
who wellt to Ellgland the 0 t h  day. The h o l ~ o ~ r a b l e  
-enior member for the City knows her. I n  writing 
to me the other day she told me she ~ e n t  to the 
Colonial Hostel where Colonial students can go and 
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have tenlporary residence. She ~nen'tioned to me the 
frames of sonle Rarbadian students whom she lnci 
at  this place, and among them n as the aanle of the so11 
of the honourable junior menzber for St.  James. That 
\?as a club that he could visit, and he visited it. 

As I have already said, this centre for which 
the House is being asked to vote this money will have 
a (lining roo111, lounge, etc. and the conlnlittee in  
cluding student representatives, are strongly of the  
opinion that clttb facili'ties should be made available 
10  the students, while residential accoinnloclation 
which will inc rea~e  the cost shonld be considerecl 
later. Students of all  nationalities in  London have 
their clubs and cen'tres, and West Indians in  general B 
feel that they too should have their own club. T h e  
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idea is not to segregate the111 but to provide tllenl 
\ \ i th  a club and centre of their own. I mugt sav 
that a little while ago t n o  1tii.11 told ine that they 
came from Birminghanl r11 j~1~hi t .y  t o  Lolldoll ancl 
they found Clifficnltj- in getting a place to stay. 
I'rovision of a club of this sort will remedy such a 
sitnation. 

Mr. BARROTIT: T 1111;it apologise for rising to 
71iy feet again especially after the honourable Deputy 
Leader has spoliell. I>nt there were one or  IT-o mii- 
~cpresentations maclc. ancl I feel n~yself constrailled 
t o  correct the honourablt~ inclllber ~ v h o  made theill. I 
'aid that there are al~prosiinately 1,300 lTTe\t Inclian 

a students in Englantl, of ~vhom approximately 100 
are Barbadians. I believe a Inore accurate figure 
~ o n l c l  be 91. As regards the question of acconlmocla- 
tion I would like to make i t  clear that n h a t  I said 
regarding residential accoinn~odation for 30 students 
\$as what was envisaged fi~re or six years ago v h e n  
tlLe number of West Iilclian students i a  El~glancl n a s  
nbont thrpc tillles it is +()-day. ~ h ?  itlea of h. 
havillg residelltial facilities is that students lvllo 
arliTe a t  3 olc.loclr ill morllillg a t  Victoria s ta t ion 

ICillg~ crO<S straight froill Burbaclos or Trinidad 
;iollld be able to have someollp to meet them altd to 
t;&e theill to a place they will feel a t  home, 
t ~ n t i l  they fillcl their feet. 

I am rather snrprisecl-Z thinlc that the students 
in Englal~t l  1ni1st tte tryin2 to appease people like the 
hononrablc senior meulber for tht~ City-that stncient. 
arc. suggestiiip ~ O I Y  that the>- 11 ould be erell ~v i i l i l~g  
di.tcard the itlea of resiclential accoinl~loclatiofi ill orcler 
to  reclnce the cost. It seems to lllp that they are 
s ~ ~ g g e s t i n g  that the c2a11tre bc nsecl for  recreaticlIal 
purposes nuly on the groulld that people like tile 
honourable senior member for the City might nnl;t 
to indnlgc 311 a littlp ch~eseparing in  different legicla- 
turcs thronghont the area. T h a w  al~vaps strongly 
upheld the idea of-' having residential facilitiei for 
prople who conle \~~clclcnly into T~ondon, and alko for 
t b o ~ e  n-ho li\-e in the prorinces and v-ho colne to Lon 

b do11 for esan~ination pnrposes or otherwise and n 11) . 
might be nnablc to fincl suitable accolnn~oclation. There 
a r e  s tndr i~ t s  ~ ~ 1 1 0  in  normal circninstanees live ill 
colleges or p r i v a t ~  boarding houses. The idea of 
vs iab l i~h i i~g  ;L l\-est Indian ccntre is not to herd all 
the West Ii~clians into one corral, for  thev have plenty 
upportnuity for in te rco~~se  with the stndents Prom 
other parrs of the ~vorlcl, ancl especially with E n ~ l i s h  
s tucki~ts  xvithin the universities themse!ves or at  living 
c i ~ ~ a ~ t e r < ,  nltcther in collpge or a t  private boarding 
h o ~ ~ i r s .  Rnt  if we ale  on thc3 ercl of becoillillg a VTtl't.st 
lndian nation it i i  right that we should tr>- to .-et 
Tlresl Tnciian 5tnclents together so that they call get 
to  1~11011- ew11 other better. Thc iclea, 1 repeat, ih not 
to forgather all West I~lrliail stnilents into onr ghetto 
and make them reside there 

Tllat i) nh5- r~nphasr i  has beell put oil the cur- 
,* -, tnral  rather than the rr\iileiitial aspect of this qnes- 

tion. 1 tl~inli  that a t  thi\ stwqe 11-C> shonlcl malie our 
vielvs Bnon 11 that there slionld be residc.ntial accommo- 
clation for itndentk c2oming illto thp TC. S ~ I C ~ ~ P I ~ ~ T .  

As f a r  as T can lunderstanil fro111 what the int~.oduci.r 
of t h i ~  iResolntion has said. thp Colonial Office envisag- 
es that the rentre will have nornlal residential aecom- 
nlociation for R iloze11 stnilcnts. and that in  a n  emer- 
gene:- it ~vonlcl he able to pnt  n p  30 to 36 students. 
Tn Coronation T T ~ P I ~  i t  inight well put  u p  60. 

I thinlc that thclre is a caertain a m o u ~ ~ t  of cor~fnsion 
on the other side of thc table a\ to the pilrposc which 
this chlh is to scrre That is ~ v h -  1 rose to correct 
the mi~rcl)rc\ci~tation., that hacl been made. The 

P, 
hollonrahle s e n i ~ r  inember for the City ha., agreed 
with Inc that $250 or even $260 a 111011th would no4 
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be exhorbitant. 1 understand that Princess Gate is 
an ideal .ite. To go down in Parli Lalle would be 
obviously incurrillg ul1aecessar.y allcl ulzwise expelldi- 
turc. To go three quarters of a lnile further to 
Prillcpss Gatc is  a act because there are two 
or three btllCIPllt hostelS like I-Iallr Crescent ill the 
innuediate vivinitp. It is also near a big tube station 
so transportatioil \vonlcl llot be difficult. 

11s f a r  a5 the 515,000 is concerned, if the hon- 
ollrab!r had the adclEllclulll woulcl 
!;a,-e it ,tatecl that  total capital expellditure 
nhicll TT-oulil be illvolrecl ill alld equipping 
the as a s tudent  centre is estimated at 
$72.000. ol1 a "stnclelltn basis, this colony,S 
,,f tllr cost be, 7 :; or .9;5,040. The annudly 
recnrrcl,t c.o5t of the Celltre is est.mated 
at $13,400 of Barbados is to contri- 
bllte allllnally. 

Therefore fnrnitui-c and  other fittings must neces- 
~ a r i l y  be iilclltdt d in this Resolution. It is  t rue  that 
soinetirnes things are brought down to  the House 
~ u ~ d e r  Capital Expenditure \~yhen they should be 
U L L C ~ W  but  taking the words of the Adden- 
dull1 in  their normal nleaillllg the price of the furlli- 
ture luust come out of the $72,000. It is fantastic to 
think other~vise. 

Mr. TALMA : Xr. Chairman,-I rise to support 
the ppssing of this Resolntioa. I hardly expected such 
a loug debate to have talcell place on a matter of such 
~ l rgen t  necessity. Now <hat the principle of Federa- 
tion has been agreed up011 ancl the idea of West 
Indiatls getting to know each other, not only in the 
island\, but  i n  ally par t  of the world where they 
i~ieet, one call realise the gralTe llecessity of having 
this entire set u p  as early as possible. 

111 my opinion the periocl of 231/2 years mentioned 
is ample 111 the circumstances; and  lye can only hope 
that o y  the time that the period of the lease has 
expired the Federdtecl West Indies will be able to  
boast not only a little building i n  some back Street, 
'but a proper embassy i n  London which will oEer 
fac.lhrics for 1lTest Illdial1 students. B u t  a t  the 
~ l l o ~ ~ l e n t  the urgent necessity is to  release this money 
so as to providc this centre or club i n  London for 
JTest Indian stndenti  who when they are entertained 
a t  other places have 110 place a t  which they can recip- 
locaTe. Those are simple points. 

regards the question of how much it will cost 
1 regard that a drop ill the ocean when we con- 
sider the bellefits to  be derived. A t  a time like this 
nhen the llldies are coming into their own as a 

\\7pst llldiall students i n  London need some 
l,lace nhcre  the>- can ~lzeet together, and  also where 
they call reciprocate invitations to other people's 
centres alld clubs, allcl 1 feel that $5,000 when com- 
pared \yith $30.000 spent i n  other directions fo r  110 
t,sef n l  palrllose should be passed without wasting time. 

AI?. I\LI,I)ER : Mr. Chairinan,--For an1 expen- 
clitn1.r of $15,000 the centre mill only be able t o  accom- 
n~oda  te 12 students. 

T),., ~li;\~l~lIi\ 'S : I hart, said tha t  it will be 
pr in~ar i ly  a chlb house, but provisioll may be pro- 
vidcil for 1 2  stnclents for  temporary residential Pnr- 
pose\ 

l\rl.. AILI,DER : I think that  we are  spoon-feeding 
the.,? eollple of students in Ellgland too much. v e  
spclld a lot of money ancl give them free scholarships 
ri:tl 11-c lent1 their parents m o n w  to educate them. 
?;on everv posqible vestige of difficulty must be re- 
tnorecl from their path  a t  our  expense. 'While we are 
tl r-illc. to ~ i 1 - P  the171 every possible ~onvenience there 
nyc <ell001 latrines in thiq colol1~- which need replace- 
rgeiltq. 



Mr. C'flAIRXAN: I will ask the  honourable 
member not to stray away krom the ltesolution. 

dlr .  ,ILLL)hIi : 1 am tlliillillig of aTenues i n  '~vhich 
a n  ainount 11k2 this could be \tell spent. I lino\y of 
some schoolb In trle country areas 1~~1th their latrines 
In bad shape. 1 think we 1i:ivt: been overdoing this 
spoon feec:llig for  too long, and what is Inore, you 
are only preparlilg a c o u p ~ t  uf snobs to come back 
nere and milk the corlinlunity n i t h  high fees. They 
certainly do not contrlbnte ally reasonable service to 
the conlmunitgr after this niofiey is spent on them. 

The next polnt is that  l take it the centre will 
have l 2  rooms and there will be 12 resident students 
in these roomb. Those 1% rooms ~ 1 1 1  ha\ e to be sharetl 
among all tile s t~tdents  froill all the colonies, ailtl 
they are rnore than 1 2  colonies IT i th stuclents i n  Eng-  
iand. Has  the honourable Deputy L?acler any gnar- 
antee that there will be recervatlons at  all tlilles fo r  
Barbadian students ! 1f so, icir ho\v illally ? l have 
been told, Sir, that  although this place is going to be 
subsidised by us the expense is still high because you 
have to pay 10,'- a day for b ~ c l  and breakfast. This 
whole situation is very vague, ancl no particular 
information has been given. L take it that  if yor~t 
assist in  the purchase of a building of tl~!is sort you 
automatically become a shareholder or partner m 
t1:e building, and therefore its cliillensiolls should be 
given to 11s as well as its capacity for accomnlodation 
sc that  we can make u p  our llliilds clearly whether 
i\.e are willing to  become a sharel~olcle~. 

We have been told that tliis buildinq i, about 
to be solcl on a 239 year lease, s n d  that it will cost 
$72,000, while another $14,440 is to be .,pent and 
then there \$,ill be recurrent expenditure of $1,008. 
This is a sn~a l l  amount, i t  has been said, but as 
soon we commit ourselves to it n c  will bt. tolcl that 
the overhead charges are going up, ancl we nlust 
make n p  our minds to fo r~vard  inore inoney every 
year. We have to contribute towards the  University 
College of the West Indies. MTe are paying nearly 
as much to keep that college going as ~vr.  s p e d  on 
our education i n  the island. We have heard that 
there are about 91 Barbadian stuclents in England. 
Look i11 the Estiinates and see the amonl~t  that we 
spencl on then1 and compare i t  with the amo~ult  we 
spend to educate the population in  this islantl ancl 
you will find that you are o~e~.doi i i% it as fa r  as 
th'se individnals are concc~rnrd. T11en thew itidiritl- 
nals tu rn  around and are of little use to us in the 
end. 1 think that vie give theill a fals- idea of their 
t rue  obligation to the commltnit>-. Some !in? slionld 
be clrawn. 1 think it TVOLIILI be iiddillg to thtxil' d n -  
cation if you allo1~-ed thein to experience if only a 
snlall percentage of hardship. 

Qnestios~ that the Resolntion (10 no\v pass TVHS 

put  and carried 9zet7z con. 

>enditure of tlic Siltdent Centre. l nzoTre, Sir, th:lt 
this Hesolution tlo liox pass. 

Jh. Cox seconded. h 
The questloll was put  ancl carcied nun. con. 
On the niotion of h. C U ~ I ~ I I K S  seconded by Mr. 

Cox, JIr. UHAIKJIAX reported the passing of two Eeso- 
lutionr in  Col~llli~ttc-e of Supply and Alr. SPEAKER 
resunled the Chair and reported accordingly. 

On motions of Dr. C c ~ r ~ r r x s  seconded bg Mr. 
Cox in  each case the Kesolutlons passed in  Commit- 
tee of Supply mere read a first and second tiille and 
agreed to. 

011 the nlotion of Dr. C u n r ~ r ~ s s  seconded by 311. 
Cox, tlie House adjournecl for half a n  h o p .  

On the re-aseinbliag: 6 " 
On the orcler being called for Dr .  CUXMINS to  

n1o\ e tl:e passing of the follo~viiig Reiolution :- 
Resolretl that the House of Asseillbly approve 

tlie Orcler entitled " l h e  Civil Establishnlent (Gen- 
cml)  (Aimendinent) No. 2 Order of April. 1933, 
under the provlsions of section 3 of the Civil Estab- *dr lishiilent Act, 1949, ancl thet the Legislative Council 
be asked to concur herein, and if coilcurrzd in, 

Re-olvcd that His Excellency the Gcvernor be 
asked to assent and take the necessary steps to give 
?Sect to this Resolution. 

Dr. CU31311SS : J1r. Chairman,-This Resoln- 
tion i, a very simple one. As hoiiourable rnemb(~rs 
know, the Enter ta in~nent  Tax has to be collected by 
the Incoine Tax Department. The Commissioner of 
lsico~ile Tax says that in  order to collect this tax llrb 
nwst haxe assistance, and he considers that a senior 
inan ~vould fill the bil.1. This Resolution is for the 
pilrpost: of a~neiiding the Orcler so that this ~ e n i o r  
officer can be provided. 

1 beg to move that the Resolution c10 now pass. 
Mr. Cox seconded. 
1111.. LETITIS: Air. Chairman,-I know that sonne 

onourable rlienlbers will say that  there is nothing 
in tliis. 1 am sorry if I ~nisunderstancl the situation; 
but nlwn i t  was proposed to iilake the Incoine Tax + 
Ilepartment responsible for the collection of Enter- a 
tainnlent Tax 1 ~vonder if i t  was not then thoilght 
that it would be necessary to have this acltlitional 
staft'. On inany oceasions we have passecl Acts here 
creating more work for  some departments - the 
Audit Ilepartment for  exainple - and it (lid not 
111eali that you had to provide that department with 
an  additional clerk. I would have thought that the 
question of whether or not an  additional officer ~i-ould 
be nredecl would have been gone into a t  the same 
time that Government ~ ~ a s  contemplating the collec- 
tion of the Entertainlnent Tax. All that  tlie Menio- 
randul l  on the Ffve Year Plan says - I2aragrap;1 
36 - is that i t  is intended to introduce Eutertaiiz- 
nlent Tax in  Barbados as soon as possible, etc. I 

RECURREST EXPENDITURE FOR C E S T R E  I lc11o1v that there are regulatioiis aild thac, the Bill 
says i t  is to be collected bv the Income Tax Deuart- 

l Dr. CUJSMINS: S r .  Cliairmaa,-The next mint.  But  what strilies &e as peculiar sbouc this m 4- 
Resolution is as follo~vs :- Order is that i t  shall be deemed to have collie into 

Rcsolvc>tl that the 5uni of one thousand ancl, cperation as  from the 1st of April, 1953. I n-oulil lilrt. 
c.ig!lt dollars be granted from the Public. Tlitasury 
and 1)laeed at  tlie disposal of the (ioverncr.-in-Esec.11- 
tivr Colnmittc~c to supp1emei:t the E4tiiii3te~ 1933- 
54, 1'al.t I - Current, as sho~vn in  the Scl>pl?mcnt- 
:try Esti~llatei  1953-54, So .  3 vhich forins the 
Schcdnlc to the Resolution, and that the Legisla- 
tive C'onncil br invited to concur herein, ancl if con- 
eurrc.c! in, 

Rcsolurd that His  Excellency the Governor be 
asked to assent and take the iiecessary steps to give 
effect to this Resolution. 

As honourable members will see, this Resolu- 
tion seeks to  provide fo r  the annual recurrent ex- 

to knoll- if this officer has been appointed froill the 
beginning of this financial year. If the officer bar 
not been so appointed or up-graded, why b~i1-g the 
Order 111to operation as froin the 4st of April, 
19531 Do you mean to tell me that  after the length 
of time that the Five Year Plan was considered the 
Government waits until the beginning af May to 
come to tell us that this should be done froin the 
1st of Apri l?  Has this officer been appointed before 
this Order came to the House, or are  you saying that 
someone who is doing the work now should be up- 
graded? We are creating a n  office and we nre spend- 
ing money out of the Trearury i n  the House itself. Y 
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Honourable r n e n ~ b e ~ s  do not seein to accept the sug- 
gestion that  the IIouse shoultl go into coillnlittee on 
things of this sort. I n  the Ilouse you -nay spealr 
on a inatter and you niay get an  explana+ion nhich 
does not satisfy you, and money is (,onling ont of 
the Treasury a t  the saine time. Looking a t  tile Clvil 
Establishment Orcler of 1949 as a laymal:, l tliiilk 
i t  rather doubtful ~vliether you can back-date any of 
these orders. This is not the firbtt i ine that sllc'n a 
thing has been done, but I ~vould like to linow 
whether this officer has b e r i ~  performing t!,esc (Inties 
for  a month before this IIonse lrno\vs aiiytlling about 
it. This is not a case of giring soineolie an  j i ~ c r ~ a s e  
i11 salary and back-dating it. This is a cas: of crea 
ting a new office. Are you going to baclr-date the 
creation of a n  office? These things shouli: only have 
effect when both Houses of the Legi-latare have 
agreed to  them. I am rnerely drawing the3e things 
to the attention of honourable nlembers. 

i t  seems to ine that the greatest aiilo~ult of work 
,+- done as  f a r  as  the Eiltertaiiiinent Tax is concernc l 

must have been done a t  the Cricket ;Ila:ches that  
were played here before the 1st of April. S o w  we 
find that we are creating a post aiid back-ciating the 
creation of it. What  we are really saying liere to- 
night, unltss there is another txl>lanatioil o£ it, is 
that the post has been crei~tecl and there is no neces- 
sity to tell the I-Iouse anything about i t  A t  any 
other time in  the future  you (*an bring in  a n  order 
and back-date it. Government got the Entertain- 
ineiit Act through i n  tiine to collect inok:-y off the 
c ~ i r k e t  matches. The Act has been in  esistri~ce a 
sufficiently long tiine that this appointment cona'd 
have been decided on aild pu t  illto effect 111.obab1y 
before the 1st of April. It does not seetn i . i ~ h t  to 
me. I t  seen~s to ine that the Legislature is being 
treated i n  this way merely because they do not pro- 
test against it. It is not fa i r  to the Legislature that 
this kind of thing should be done. 

I agree that if the office has been created already 
it is a n  act of justice to pay salary fro111 the date 
that  i t  was pu t  into effect. B u t  create a n  office 
and then come in  May and ask that  i t  be bach-dated 
froin the 1st of Apri l?  If you had son~eone i11 the 
post frnm the 1st of April why was the T~egislatnre 
not told anything about i t ?  This is lllilliing use of 
legislation to do as you like and ignore the TJepisla 
ture. r say that  this needs a11 explanation. 1 hope 
that  the Government's explanation x~-ill bc a satisfy. 
iiig one. 

Government itself has told us that a certair 
amonnt of re-organisation was necessary in  the I n  
come Tax Department. Iii the Estiinatns TIT have 
voted Inoney for  that  re-organisation. Do you mear 
to tell ine that because you have a tax that is going 
to bring you in  additional money aiid you have ii 
initiated already you are going to create allothe1 
Civil Servant 1 Cannot someone with the necessarj 
seniority and ability be seconded to do this ~ r o r k '  -- d 1 suppose there is ail explanation, brit as I will no1 
have the opportunity of speaking ayaiil, because thc 
Honse does not accept the i c l ~ a  of go;up i ~ ~ i o  con1 
mittee on these things, I have had to speak a t  lengtr 
on it. 

There is another point. The House was tolc 
that the reason for changing these valious Acts ant 
the Civil Establishment Act was that whenever y o ~  
v-anted to do somethincr the Act had to br ~ icnec  
by the  Speaker of the Honw of Assembly, the Presi 
dent of the Other Place, the Governor ancl the Secre 
t a ry  of State for the Colonies. The present systen 
on the other hand \Tas an  easy manner for  facilita 
t ing matters. B u t  now you find a situation lilre this 
T h e  I~egislature is not treated x i t h  conrtcsp. W, n ourselves are  to be blamed. 

Dr. CITI;\IJIISS : d I-iappeiled to be a ~:~einber  of 
he coninlittee that  dealt \\it11 this additional taxa- 
1011, alirl tllr Commissioner of lncoine Tax told u s  
here ailcl then that he nonld have to have additional 
tatr, LLI~ iilasn~uvh as the Financial Year \ \as  almost 
3nclcd he wo11lcl t r y  to 111hlie out with tlie present 
,taR until the 31st of hI;lrc.h. I-Ie said he was pro- 
)osinq t o  c!o the nork  nhich ~voulci arise, i ~ p  to and 
nc111ding t l ~ e  31st of l\Iarch; but that i t  was a fact  
hat the no1 k 1-1oiilt1 iinpo-e substantial additional 
inties particnlarly in the supervision of sLaall enter- 
aininents. " i n  1i1j7 view. " the Conlinissioner said, 
' the  additional work will require a total increase 
bclual to tlLe nork  of one officer. This will include 
rork arising fro111 the collection of the tax." 

Government therefore knew that  we ,voulcl have 
o aak for additional staff. The remaiks of the 
~ommissioner were endorsed by the Financial Secre- 
a ry  m110 said that  if the tax had been confined t o  
ainemas this additional expenditure would not be 
lecessary. Hut i t  was contended, and ~ v i t h  good 
-eason, that it ~vould not be fa i r  to tax one kind of 
>ntertainrnent only, ancl, that  Goviernnleiit should 
;et u p  machinery for  the inaxilnurn eollec~ion. . . . . 
T'he officer is not yet appointed. The Commissioner 
,aid he \ ~ o u l d  t ry  to carry on until the end of the 
Financial Year, but froin that time he xvould lleed 
issistance. 

84r. I JE \ \~IS :  1 never cjuestioned thp ilecessity 
tor the aclditional btafl. 

Qnestion that the Recolution do nonr pass Ivas 
i)ut and ('arried )tern. C O X .  

RESOLI"I"I0S TO APPROVE WATER R A T E S  
REGTJLATIOXS 

Dr. (XTAIJIINS : Mr. Speaker,-Wit11 the per- 
inission of the Ilouse I will ask leave to take Order 
h?. 5 as the next order. 

There being no objection leave was qranted. 
Mr. COX : ?ch .  Speaker,-This resointioll, a s  

lionourablc ~nenibers will see fro111 the TTTater\yorlrs 
i Genr~rall Rrg~~la t ions ,  1953, ~ v l ~ i c h  prcsumabl>-, they 
have i11 thr i r  hancls, seeks to increase the rates paid 
at  pre.cent to the llTaterworks Departmeat. The reso- 
lution reads RS follon-S: "Resolvecl that the House of 
Alsse~nhly ~allctioir the  Reg~llation.; entitled the 
ilTater7rorkf (C+eneral) Regulations. 1953, made by  
l t ~ e  Execi~tive Connnittee under Section 68 of the 
TTraterworl~q Act, l893 (1893-1) ." 

I think honourable members \rill remenlber, Sir, 
when the Five-Tear P lan  was before the House as 
well as froin the Beasley Report, that  the Gorern- 
nient acquainted the Honse of its intention to in- 
crease the water rates of this island. 1 shoulcl like to 
sa)- from the ontcet, Mr. Speaker, that  since 1921, 
generally speaking, that the water rates have not bee11 
changed. It is true, that as a result of thc increased 
value of properties which brings in  increased taxa- 
tion for paroc.kia1 a~xthoi-itics, the water rates in some 
cbzcl\ have bee11 stepped u p  a little. 

As llononrable inembers are aware. Mr. Speaker, 
o concern tine \ITater~vorks Depar t~nes~t  is not a payin; 

I kiloiv \v. (.ail 11c17er ilope to  make it a ],a~-iug con- 
cern because. it provicles a necessary ser~ict .  fo r  the 
nl,ole islavld. Tts expenditure a t  present is c-'stimated 
at $727,.521, whereas the revenue is only $313.355, so ' 

that you will see that there is a deficit of $414,166 
d i l r i ~ ~ g  this 1933-54 year. 

I lino\z~ +]>at it would appear as if Gorernment 
i. imposing hardship, more particularly since water 
is not available as flowingly as inany of ns  ~~-otz.ld like, 
b a t  i t  is reaIlv clnc to no fault  of Government; i t  is 
tllp result of the drought which is existing a t  present. 
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IIollc,urable illembers are ~ i e l l  aware that Gov- 
erlillirnt in its F i x - Y e a r  Plan had anloilg other means 
of collerting aclditional rewnue, the raisinK of  mate^ 
rates so .as to collpct $30,000, bnt this effort has been 
thnlartecl by the very fact that the Electric Company 
since then has caharged a n  increased rate ~ ~ h i c l i  pushes 
an aclcl?tional expenditure by Governinent on electric- 
i ty to $4.5.000 per annum. l'hcrefore, i t  can be seelr 
that  nhilc Government was aiming to get this $30.000 
to earl.)- out or assist in  the carrying out of our pro- 
gramme of re-organisation and extension of the wat:r 
s e r ~ i c ~ . .  t h t  money is now necessary for paying rhr 
additional r?.tes imposed by the Electric Company. 

As l~ononrable members will remember, Professor 
Beasley in his report with reference to water rat(>\ 
stattls :-(See page 78, paragraph 57) ' l  WATEfi  

E A T E S  AND RENTS" ($181 thousand). These are 
"a set-off against departmental expenditure of $503 
l l thousantl, that is  to sap payinrnts for  water cover 
" 36 perc.c.nt of the cost of the -\vaterworks and 64 per- 
"cent is pircn free. During the last fire years b(.iore 
"the \\.al. receipts, which then averaged just over $100 
"thousancl, covcred 76 per cent of expeaclit~ure and 
1 l only 24 per cent was given free, ancl in  still earlier 
"days thr  T\'aterworks was a profit maBing concern. 
"There has 110 doubt been a steady increase in  the 
"amount of water cleliverecl at  public stantlpipcs, but 
"thr fig1n.r.s indicate that private and industrial con- 
1 < suiners are now being fairly heavily subsidised. It 
1 1 .  1s ~ l ~ g g ~ t e d  that a f a r  niore satisfactorj- picture of 
' ' t l l ~ ~  ~vc,rking of this enterprise xronlcl be obtained iE 
"its accol~nts. like thosc of the Post Office, were trans- 

ferrrtl to annexecl estimates. The \ITater~vorks De- 
L l p a r t u ~ ~ n t  would credit itself with revenue a t  com- 
"merc.ial rates for  water delivered a t  standpipes, for 
" whicdll \clrric.e a specific rote ~vould be passed annual- 
"ly by the legislature from all appropriately naliled 
"heatl of the ordinary budget. Whether or not this 
"proretlure is inti.oduced, it is suggested that con- 
"sidc7ration will again have to be given to raising the 
1 1  water rate\. so as  to eliniinate the element of sub- 
1 1  . sldy to 1)aying conruiners. A n  increase of $50 thous- 
" ancl is ,,rediteel uncler this head, bringing receipts 
"up to a l ) o ~ ~ t  46 per cent of ~~~a te rwor l r s  expe~lclitnre." 

Ac, I saying, erell with this increase, as hon- 
ourable nlr,mbers will see, the amount of $50.000 which 
will bc dcrired from i t  will only bring the receipts np 
to about 46 per  cent. of the expenditure. Thls 
increasr n.ill cause persons who pay 011 the snialler 
.rates to ;.a!- approximately about one cent per 
day. 

T antlcil)ate criticisins because it will be said that  
we are r;tisinp water rates and this ancl that. but I 
think. Sir. ill this case, the criticisnls cannot be jnsti- 
fied, ill t l ~ n t  the Goveriiment has no other alternative 
than to p;ij- the Electric. Colnpany for what that conl- 
pany (.11:11.ge\ for the supply of electricity. Goyern- 
meut ~ . r ? .  nnd(1r the iinpressioii some tinle ago, when 
the E1rc.t .ic Compan~- lnacle i t  knoxi7n that they mere 
pnrcha~iil: two turbine engines that the unit cost of 

Ulnes electric.it\ would be red~~cecl  because those ell,' 
wercJ snl)v,oied to be steam engines and :vonld cost 
less to o j  0 .rat?, but Gorerinnent was inforlnecl after- 
warcl.; tll;,t the Electric Con1pan~- decicl~d to buy 
diesel cl~'-inei in which case the operzting costs IT-ill 
he higl1t.i. than what v e  thought. I f  honourable mem- 
bers \\-ill ':car ~ r i t h  me for a few minutes, I will qnote 
a fen. f i p ~ l : ~ ~ ,  to show the t rend of increase in  the cost 
of e1ec.tl.i .it!- at  the pumping stations since 1943. 
I n  1944. tlic electric unit  cost was 2.3 cents 
and fncl oil was 33.10 cents. I mill leave ont 
the  figlu.c.< of the years between 1943 and  1950. 
I n  1950 the electric unit  went Ca 3.1 cen'ts and the 
fuel oil cost was 42.17 cents. I n  1951, electricity was 

\ 

3.12 cent\ and fnel oil 46.3'7. In 1932 electricity was 
3.12 c ~ n t s  allcl f u e l  oil 45.64 cents. This year the elec- 
tric unit cost i, 4.25 cents; the figure for fnel oil is ? 
not yet to Ilancl; so that honourable inembers will see 
froill those figures that the percentage increase so 
f a r  as electricity is concerned from 1943 to 1953 is 
S4.78 percent, ancl the increase i n  the cost of fuel oil 
is 37.88 per cent. With regard to tlle increase in the 
cost of materials, half inch pipe has gone u p  from 
$l.Oe to $2.08: that is an  increase of 73 per  cent; 
ltalf-inch stop coclc from 96 cents to  $2.38 which is 
14'7.9 percent; the six-inch cast iron pipe which was 
$6.96 per 9-ft. length is now $18.90, a n  increase of 158 
pc.rc.rnt ; the three-quarter meters which were $13.30 h 

eacll are i i o ~  $33.69 which is a n  increase of 168.3 per 
cent; thr  half-inch lead pipe ~ ~ h i c h  was 12 cents per  
po11~lcl i, now 46 cents per pound xhich is an increase 
of 283 per crnt.  I will not quote an)- inore items, bu t  
this increase i n  cost of materials goes on throughout 
the entire list, so that members wil.1 realise f rom 
cluotations the trend of increases froin time to time. +, 

As I have saicl already, the maximum rate for  
nater  1q $5.00 p r r  annurn ~ ~ h i c h  is just over one cent 
per clay for  the supply of water. I11 the F'ive-Year Plan, 
Mr. Speaker, page 20, i t  states with regard to Water 
Supplies :- 

"The programme is  a coiitinllatioii of the re- 
"organisation and improvement of the water supplies 
"of the Island. The Departlneizt's estimate of full  
t 1  reqi~irenlents was an  additional $1,767,752 including 

"the amounts provicled in  the Capital Estimates 
" 1952-53, Head IV-$347,000 and Head VIII-- 
"$12.000 and $198,932 in  the Supplementary Estim- 
ates 1952-53, No. 19." 

"The aniount of $1,083,000 included for organ- 
''isation should be st~ficient to meet requirements i n  
"the fire-year period; and the $200,000 included f o r  
"additional nlains and standposts woul~l  provide about 
"50 sta~iciposts. The amount of $17,000 for the devel- 
"opment of the water resources is for the continuation 
"of the drilling scheme started with funds provided 
' 'niiicer the Colonial Developlnent and Welfare Act. " 

l ' A  proper water snppls- for District "F" p 
"Police Statloiz is essential. The capital cost is esti- 
"mated at  $12,100. " 

Sir,  as I havr saicl, honourable members will' 
see that there has been a very substantial increase 
in  the expenditure of the TTTaterworks Dlepartment. 
I t  is the responsibility of the Governnnent as well 
as its intention to push water i n  everya nook and  
cranny of this island so that i t  T I - O L I ~ ~  be available 
to the many inhabitants who 110~1. ssnffer through 
lack of a water supply in  their particular areas. 
That being the case, it is also the duty of the Gov- 
ernment to collect rates froill paying consumers and  
increase thenl. if necessar-, to provide water fo r  
others who a t  present are not in  a position to pro- 
ride for thems~lves. XTith these remarks, the in- 
forination ancl explanation, I beg to  move tha t  this & 
resolntion do 1101~ pass. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. E .  D. BSOTTLEY: 'I suppose, Mr. SPEAKER, 

the ciuestion of water is one which has engaged 
the attention of every aspirant of political honours 
in this Chamber. As fa r  back as 1929, every person 
that offered hilliself for political honours canvassed 
with the promisc to improre the water situation. 

This resolntion to-day seeks t o  increase the 
rates charged for water. I do not think it is neces- 
sarj* for me to niake a fiery speech or to play to 
the gallery. The Government's intention to in- 
crease water rates has been stated i n  the Five Year 
Plan. We know that Government had to raise ad- 
ditional re17enne as i t  was finding it impossible t o  



carry out these social inlprovenlents ~ v i t h o ~ ~ ~  so cloilig. -r  I would say also, tha t  if people get a better v;atPla 
supply ancl better facilities, they nlust phy io r  it. 
I see honourable nlembers on the other side of the 
Table smiling v h e n  I say so, but  I think I have 
gained reputatioil for calling a spade a %pad?. 

One of the things of this resolntioll \X-hich I 
lnust draw to the attention of the Government, and 
I all1 sure tha t  they would realise tha t  i t  is true. 
1s that  this is another occasion u~here  this Socialist 
or Labour Government has fallen into tlle t r ap  of 
merely copysing and bringing before this liouse ell- 
actments and regulations which n e r r  made by 
foriller Governments, but which in  the conyse of 
tillle have become outmoded. If you rt'atl the regn- 
lations which this resolution. seeks to :~p)pro~e ,  can 
y o ~  inragine more of a Tory princi131e in the clraw- 
ing u p  of reg11latio.11~ than these:' I wonder if 
the hononrable Senior ;llember for St.  Jllchael ha5 
read these regulations. T~el iile clraw I:egnlation 2 
to his notice. I t  reads as follo~ys :-"Tile ?.ate? to 
be charged for the "snl~ply of  vate er f o r  domestic 
4 l purposes shall, except where the supydy is by 
L <  mete^, be calculated on the net annuill ~ a l n e  as- 
"sessed by the Vestry' for parochial taxation. . . ." 
Slr. Speaker, this i~ the most inequitable way for  
laying water rates that yon can ever think. And 
for  the simple reason, Mr. Speaker that  this method 
is the one which has been in  practice many yearL 
ago, but which owing to the diverse vahlations of 
properties by the varions Vestries makes it inlpoysi- 
ble to be nniversal. The boaoul*able Senior illem- 
her for St. James, is another Vestryman in thic 
Chamber, representing the constituei~cy of St.  Jalnes 
one of their par ty  n~enlbers-Let them ask him and 
he will tell them that he cannot vote for that rrgn- 
lation as it stand?. I f  you k11o.w the system of 
valuation by vestries, you ~vi l l  realise lhat if yo17 
own a house i n  St.  Janles with tn7o water taps in  it 
you ~v i l l  pay inore for  water rates than you ~tvould pay 
a t  TJaion Hall, St.  Michael, which contain.; five taps 
That is no joke. I chailenge any honourable i n ~ i n  
ber to deny, that statement. Ts that r ight?  1 sar 
again that  this is the lnost unfair  !1l(4hocl of layinp 
water rates;  all because you are perpetuating a sps 
tem of many yezrs ago which is outmodr3cl; yoil arc 
coming i n  here purely with Tory regulation< 
jnst adding on to them. 'I Bnow that  the resi. 
dents of St.  Michael are getting away with 
less water rates through the valuation of the 
St .  3Iichael Vestry probably, that is  the reason 
v-hy the honcnlrable Senior Member for  Si 
JIichael see i~o th ing  wrong in  these regulations. l 
k110\17 also the valuation of propertics in  Chri5 
Church. If you coinpare a two-bedroom house i l  

St. Michael with a similar one in q h r i s t  Church. 
each having two water taps ancl a sho1~7ei 

*- bath. you will pay three times niore for \$-ater rate: 
for that  house i n  Christ Church than you mill pa! 
for the  one i n  St.  Jlichael. I repeat again: I< 
tha t  a fa i r  way of imposing taxation? As I ham 
said, you can't get social improrrments withol~ 
paying taxation, but I am also saying do not ta: 
the ~ ~ e o p l e  inequitably. I shall not make a Ion. 
speed1 but when '1 am finished, I shall aslr thil 
Chamber to post~ol1e this resolution so that  Gor 
ernment can fincl a different way tp make thiq ta: 
equitable. I n  thic: day, you cannot perpetuate thil 
type of legislation. 

(A VOICE) : The Maucle Bill will make i 
equitable. 

Mr. E. D. 31OTTLEY: I shall not labour tha  
point a n y  more. I will go further. The R,egula 
t ions  states: "The rates to be charged for  the sup 

'ply of water for  domestic purposes shall, except 
'where the supply' is by meter, be calculated on 
' the net annual value as assessed by tlle Vestry f o r  
'parochial taxation, and shall, irrespective of the 
-number of taps, be as fo l .10~~: -  

" ( a )  I n  case of any  net annual value no t  
"exceeding one hundred and  fifty dol- 
c ' lars per annum, a rate of ten cents 

"in the dollar for every dollar, with 
"a minimum rate of five dollars per  
' ' annnm. ' ' 

" (b )  i n  case of any  net value exceeding one 
"hundred and  fifty dollars per an- 
"nnm, the aforesaid rate foy the first 
"one hnndrecl and  fifty dollars and a 
"rate of seven cents i n  the clollar fo r  
"every dollar of the net annual value 
"above one hundred and fifty dol- 
"lars." 

Now, yon Socialists, take that u p  and read 
it .  . . . 
Mr. SPEllfllER : The honourable meniber ~v i l l  

address the Chair. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: I will, Sir. Does this regulation 

mean that  in  your constitnenc~-, i n  the  constitueucy 
which the ho~lonrable Senior Nember f o r  St. James 
represents, or the col~stituency i n  which I reside, that  
a $159honse must pay per annum 10 cents ill the  
<ollar for e ~ e r j -  clollar, but as a house is ralued a t  
Illore than $130, 1-011 pap seven cents for every doller 
abovc that $130 ? I an1 sure the hollourable Senior 
Member for  St.  JIicllael has not read that.  1 li-ao\v 
that  soillebocly is going to suggest tha t  this is llot 
applicable to business premises, but  I ask all ho11- 
ourable members: "lf7ho are the people ~ ~ i t h  the  
$150-dollar houses ? " 

Mr. C O S :  Th:ose I I - ~ I ~  have houses that  call 
bring $12.50 per month. 

3lr. il1OTTLET: Tt is those 1)eoplr that  will 
]>ay rates of 10 cents in the clollar. According to 
\ubsection ( h )  you say that in case the net value 
exceeds oilr h ~ n d r e d  and  fifty dollars per  alllllllll 
tLe aforesaitl rate ~vill  be seven cent3 in  th r  dollar. 

JIr .  C O S :  Yon are xvrong. 
Mr. JIOTrP'LEY: Sir, the honourable illelllber 

cannot interpret t11e.e regulations for me. I shall 
>tot take thcyc. regnlatioas item by item. I will go 
lo Regnlation (i, sub-section 4 :  "For  factories or] 
"for any track or business purpose, a t  the rate of 
"eighty cellth per thousand gallons ancl two dollar% 
"ancl forty cae~lts per quarter for the rent of each 
"n~eter." 

If you carry u p  these rates, Sir, th r  rate paicl 
:'ur v-atrr mill in  proportion be more inequitable 
1)pcanse all parochial taxation has a bearin: on the 
,-ate to be paid for water. 

I an1 again saying that 1 an1 in farour  of soine 
iilcrease in  the water rates, but  I feel that  ?-ou should 
yet 11p soille collimittee to go into this matter. If  
the Government feels this is the best methocl of d3ing 
i t ,  I think they should be severely criticisccl. Gor- 
p l . ~ l i n ~ n t  ~I~oulc l  postpone this in order to find a better 
colntioii. The mrthocl of parochial taxation differs 

each of the eleven parishrs. The taxes to be 
~ ~ s e s s e c l  are depencleat upon how inneh il~oilej- tha t  
parish may  ant to r u n  its affairs for the particular 
year and  therefore, they iliake a diRrrrnt property 
1-aluatioa almost every year. Each parish differs. 
Property valllation is high i11 the case of St .  James, 
kigher than St .  Michael or Christ Church and i t  -is 
more so in  the smaller parishes. As long as yen 
kare  something i n  the small parishes, Ton are rateable. 
T o n  are not rated with tha t  equity as J-o-ou get i11 
St. Michael o r  even Christ Church. R y  these regu- 
lations, you are afiking sonle people in the small 
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parishcs to pay five tinlr, a-, much for   at er ra te .  
R, a f c l l ~ ~ ~  n1rh :t sinlilar prul)t~rty in  St. IlIichae! 

( l  0 )  : Tllclt is nut tlne. 
ALl-. .:IOrL'l LET : Jlr. Sp~lairer, that l~ononrab l~  

c~einbrl. (.itnliot arguc that till, is not trut.. 
1 a. n llolelieartc~lly -\vith thc 11% liiciplt of 

n~akili? i l l1  Illercase in  the water :ate\ bectluse j-uu . . 
itre ~ I Y ~ I I ! :  i n ( 8 r e a ~ ~ ~ l  srrvicv in all the villages, but 
1 suggcx\t ,tr.ollgly to ~ l u ~ c r n i n t 2 n t  that the)- po>tpone 
this rrsoliltioii so that thrse regulatiolls call be stnclied 
more c,ar~rfull  so as to tax for na te r  in a inore 
cqnit dblr nlanner. This int.clnitable taxation for 
t11e.r w i t t ~ ~ r  rates has been a burning cluestion for 
niany )-(.dl.\, f ~ - ~ ) i n  the tililv I Ilal t l  beell ill this IIou\e. 
Mr. Sl)~~nI,t~r., 1 speak fronl pt~rsonal experipnce. l 
:l111 golny to irlove that (:ovtlrnnient postpolle thls 
~ e s o h ~ t l o ~ l  and take tlir 111atter up so that a more 
ccjuit;~blt> taxation can be arrived at. KO harm call 
Fe doll(. 1 . j ~  l)ostl~oiiiiig this If hononr- 
able ~nenlberi feel the sarne ~~7a)- as I and vote for  Its 
postpoilc~ll~rut and the Governn~ent feels that  I can 
be of all) service i n  arriving a t  a better solntion, 7 
\\ill h(. gldtl to \erre  in  any \\ay. 

nir. ('KALYFORD : 3ir. Speaker,-011 the clues- 
tion of the. c~xtendi~ig of the water suppl;, 1 think 
that oil all sidcs of the Chanlber. we generall>- agree 
h a t  th t~ t~stension of the water supply 1s of vital 
importancr. 'l'hosc of 11s ~v)io have to traverse the 
yural tlistricts fro111 time to time are particnlarl?. 
apprised of the absence of water facilities i n  many 
part5 of the colultry districts I n  rllany of the 
ountry tlibtriets, standposts are few and fa r  between, 

end wiltrr is obtained, ill lnany cases, after the 
greatc.st tl~fficnlty on the part  of a large ii~ulliber of 
a 0 1 .  It is therefore, Sir,  as the honourable 
senior ~ ~ l r l t ~ b e r  for thc City said, n7e all  are vitally in- 
tt.restet1 111 thy question of increasing and extending 
the co1on~-'S water snpply. l have said i n  this 
Clidnlh(,r only about four illoi~ths ago, that I per- 
.drlally \\onld like to  see, especially i n  the City of 
3ridgc.ton n, n ater mains ruinlilig i n  every direction 
no that c,r single house shonlcl be able to make con- 
11ectloll ailtl ill SO doing, there should be no need 
for pl~blic. stanclposts. I n  the country districts, the 
same t11111~ should apply. TTTc should have water 

tllroughout t!le lriigtli and breacltli of thc 
c01011>-. 

Kon-. Sir. naturally to extencl the water supply 
of the (.o111itry, i t  must take moiiey to extend your 
niater ~rlains, and to provide standposts nnd other 
material which is  used fo r  that  purpose; undoubt- 
edly. it nil1 cost money. Every honourable member 
in  this C'l~,,mber knows that th? cost of these lnaterials 
l ~ a s  gollcX eo~lsiderabl- nitlilil the last hire, ten or 
fiftet.1~ J r,tl.\. Thcreforr. if tilt. water snl)ply is ex- 
tendvtl. i t  ,\ 111 talir inorr ~ l lonq-  than i t  would have 
takrll tvll : I' fifteen ?-pars ago. I regard 11 ~ t c l .  as 011: 
o i  tllca i~-i,~lltial pl~hlic* srivi(*cs. onc ~rliic11 it is i h ~  
obli~wtio~l ,F t i ~ c  State to p ro~i t l e  Tor its ~ i t i zens  a t  
thc mi~l i~l l  I 111 l)o*-siblc r t r \ ? .  

111 io t',i~- ;IS I a111 c o n ( ~ ~ r l l t ~ 1 ,  T stl-ullg1~- resent 
a117 i~lll)ll iitioll or sllggt>stiol~ a, v-.~'as advocateil bp 
the intl.o(Ei~et>r of thi.; resolntioii abollt tllp Water- 
uoi.l,i T)llip;~rtincut bc.ing ablc to pay its way. 

111.. ('Q )S : &Ir. Spt.alier, T never even inggested 
that. T \air' that T reaariltltl n-ater as a public service 
T nmcr  i l l  my iprech cvcll qupgestcd that the \\'ater- 
worlr.: l>t~tz 'n.trnc~~t sl~onltl bp able to pay it. ~ v a y .  

XI- ('RA2X71"ORD : The honourable inrnlber .aid 
that if 11.. refer to the fignrei, we v o l ~ l d  sce tha t  thc 
\ l T a t ~ r ~ ~ r ) r '  i r)(~partment i i  not a l,;~rinc concen, : 
the1.13fnl-P. the implicatioll in his speech v a s  that in- 
ilsmnch as  it is not. a saying concern, inasmuch as its 
euprnditnre iq nlore than its revenue, the possibility 
of a rasp for providing nlore rercnlie exists. What  

USE 

\\-as his ~ontcn t ion?  IL Tvai that if you illcrease the 
r ~ ~ t e b ,  ( > T . ~ L L  ii V O L ~  do not \vai;t to, y o ~ ~  must do SO, 

b ~ ~ ~ a u s l ~  the reT;enue is a t  the minimu~m, i t  does not 
q u a t e  the expt.n.es. 

311. C t r l :  Sir, l never made that point a t  all. 
\1-l-llc1t I inid xiis that thib additional revenue which 
Go\ern~uent had hoped to get ha., now been offset 
lij- the ilrcrrnaed cost of electricity which the Electric 
C'crnltc~n~- i> c1.1arging the Government by its increased 
iatcs. 1 cl~~utccl figures in  this instauce, showing that 
C;overnliient ilopecl to get in  $30,000 by these rates, 
but tllc Electric Company's new rates would mean 
that G ~ r e r n m e n t  would have to pay an  incrpase of 
$4.5.000 fur electricity, hellcc n hat Government had 
ilop(.(l to get was o8sct b ~ -  the conlpaizy':; new charges. 
1 ne7:cr made that point ~ r h i c h  the honourable nlem- 
ber has non put  forward. 

Mr. CI?I~T~~\'FOKI> : Every honourable member 
of thi. C'hainbrr. AIr. Speaker, had the opportunity 
of hearing the introducer of this Resolution say that . 
the TYater~vorlrs Departnlent ma\ not a paying con- 
( ern. 

>Jr. COX: That is a statement of fact. 
Mr. CRA4\lTFORII) : Sir, the honourable member 

nent  bn to s q -  \fre ar- to recluce the difference between 
the expenditure and revenue by . . . . 

Mr. COX: I did not say we are  to reduce the  
c!ifference, Mr. Speaker. 

J l r .  CKATvFOKD : Mr. Speaker, when we in- 
crease the rates today, are we not trying to bring 
the revenue near to the expenditnre? I n  other words 
we are trying a little liiore to make i t  a paying con- 
cern. Sir, I submit that water 1s a soclal servlce. 
(31r. COX:  I agree.) and by no stretch of the irnag- 
ination or otherx-ise shonld me begin to t h i n l ~  i n  
terms of the \Yater~~-orks Department paying its way. 
\Ye should inipose taxation, both direct and  indirect, 
tc  proride money for social necessities of the country 
such as water, roads, police, fire brigacle &tc. F o r  
instance, Sir, nobody ~vould suggest tha t  the  Police 
JIagistrates should collect sufficient fines to pay 
Police Dlagistrates. We have to  provide facilities 
in any civilised community fo r  the dispensa- 
tion of justice. The point I am making is tha t  
\-olu- judicial courts exist a s  a public service 
to render special services t o  the community 
and there is no question of your collecting 
sufficient money to provide for the cost of 
their iaainteuance. 1 look a t  it th i i  may 1Llr. Speaker: 
thcl introduccr of this resolution has saicl that the cost 
of all tllc equipment used b y t h e  \TTaterTvorks Depart- 
nient has gone u1p appreciably since 1921 whell the 
rates were la.:t increased brit he has aPo to bear in  
mind that the  taxation paicl by nienibers of this com- 
lllunity has increased a1 o. This community is now 
payinq highcr tiircd taxation as I\-ell as a number of 
~ i h p r  i n e a ~ u r ( ~ s  of ilidirc(>t taxation which its inembers 
 ere not paying t?:.c>n. Since thc Government is 
collectingr an  appreciable revenue from these sources 
i+ can afford to extent1 the water supply out of this 
rtArennc ~~r i thou t  inc'reasing the water rates. This is 
IW- contention a i ~ d  to support i t  I would say that 
Profes~or  Reasley in hiq rcport suggested, and the 
Govemmrnt has repeated it, that this proposal to  
inc r rav  tFe  a at er ratec wonld bring in  $50.000 a 
year. If the Govcrnxent approached this question 
fi-om the point of view of a social obligation to the 
~ * o m n i ~ ~ n i t v  rather than fro111 the point of view of 
~naliing rc.rciine and expenditnre equate, i t  ~vonld 
not havr fallen into the p$tfall in  which i t  has fallen 
to ine r~ase  these rates. A t  the time the Gov- 
ernnicnt estimated that i t  would need $50.000 from 
this source i n  order to finance the so-called Five-Year 
l'lan. (Yrorcrnment had estimated that the annual 



ral ly;  yet this same gorerunlent is no\\ nlcreaslri,: 
tlle rates it charges to cit81zens for water in order t,, 
p ~ y  tor a publlc utility; this same government 13 

now lncreaslng its water rates to pay the Electr~c 
Company which they said they would nationalise s i ~  
months after they came into power. wnat a l a r  cc; 
Prom nationalisation! If this Government lvas mc1.c- 
far-sighted, i t  would take some of this same money 
which i t  is going to pay the Electric Company and 
make ~1st. of it for further development of water; i t  
shonlcl make greater use of natural gas. 

(A VOICE) : Thi, can't 'be done i11 a day. 
Ar. VAUGHAX : Slr, the Electric Company 

is fir;ding it difficult to raise additional capital in 
London, but this local Government whose membezs 
have condenlnrtl that company so publicly, is going 
to supply the same funds which i t  needs to raise i ~ b ,  

capital, which i t  could not raise elsewhere. I query: 
When is thiq increase in  the cost of living to the 
citizen going to stop? I want to know. This inces- 
sant increase, week after week, on some service is 
scandalous; this incessant increase is now becoming 
an administrative scandal. There is no other term for 
i t ;  there is no excuse for this kind of thing. Through- 
out the whole Caribbean this is the only colony that 
is consistently increasing on its rates for service, so 
as to build up surplus revenue. What do you find 
elsewhere? The Jamaican Government ha; be.:li 
spending more than they receive. The same thing is 
happening in Trinidad and all through the Carils 
bean, governments are having a greater expendituri. 
over their revenue. This government, over the past 
twelve years has been collecting a su'bstantial sur- 
plus and yet it is st,ill taxing the citizens unneces- 
sarily. 

(Mr. SPEAKER resumed in the Chair). 
Mr. TTAUGI'IAN: Mr. Speaker, As I have said. 

T heartily agree with all that ha3 been said befo ;~  
on this issue. I want the Government to appreciate 
the fact that water should be had a t  reasonable rates. 
Water is like a i r ;  it is an absolute necessity of lifn. 
Ir am asking Government not to make i t  more (.X- 

pen-ive for life than necessary. I think if government 
could harness thc air whirh you breathe and tht.3 
could pnt it in pipes, many of u s  would die through 
the Government's philosophy of charring for the%,: 
thinq,; man)- of 11. 11011161 not he able to p a ~ -  for it. 

Tf Sir, thc Government really wants to ill- 
crease its revenue, the better way would be to make 
the rates of water cheaper. By so doing, hundreds 
in this community ~ o u l d  instal water in their hom- ,. 
The Government lacks imagination. They cannot 
think that the extension of the water service woui:i 
be a means of increasing the revenue. That, is too 
broad for them to think; they have a limited OUT-  

look. I am sorry to say that this increase in taxation 
it becoming a habit. I t  is causing an increase in  t!lc 
cost of living. When are they going to ctop? I t  is 
time to make some big pu'blic protest. Every weeli we 
are here telling them of their misdeeds; we have 
said enough; the time has arrived when me m u 4  
make some public protest. We must make some puh- 
lie demonstration against this mlnpcescary incrr-aqc 
In taxation week after week. I t  is not enough to talii 
in this House to this demented Government; it is 
absolutely impervious to raising the mentality of its 
members; they do not react to any appeal of reason. 
This i? the time for those of us in the opposition to 
make some publie protest to this oppressive system 
of administration T warn this Government to put 
A Q ~ O B  to bringing in these oppressive measure3 of 
taxation. T am sure if i t  doe3 not stop. some reaction 
mill take place in this country which Government 
will not welcome. 

1 therefore b e g  to second the motion of tile 
honourable senlor member for the Clty for the post- 
ponement of this resolution. 

Mr. d .  C. MOT'I'LEY : Mr. Speaker,-l too am 
111 c l ~ ~ t y  bound to protest against this unnecessary 
burden which is being put on the people of thia 
colony. This matter of water has deep ramifications, 
but the man in the 5treet takes i t  for  granted that 
certain things will be done for him by this Govern- 
ment, and we, the elected representatives should in- 
sist and see that he is not let down. I think that this 
1s a case of lettlilg clown these men and women who 
nent  faithful13- to the polls over a year ago and sent 
U ,  here to represent their interests; and Mr. Speak- 
er, I cannot see why this Government persists ancl 
has persibted within  the^ last year, in  putting undue 
burdens on the backs of the people who have giverl 
them a mandate. Government cannot justify these 
unnecessary increases becau,e under the Five Year 
Plan they are collecting over a million and a half 
more dollars than they estimated for. I t  is not only 
the rich who are called upon to 'bear this burden; 
i t  is every man, woman and child throughout tha 
length and breadth of this island who will be called 
upon to contribute their quota to these new increases. 

I would be untrue to the confidence placed i n  
me by the electors of 5%. Philip to stand here and 
s;tbscribe to the e increases. I am raising a voice of 
protest against them. Government has not convinced 
me of the need for these increases. They ha- "old 
me that ~ile have had these rates for the last 100 years. 
That is not enough justification for the incre-.,yes. 
On this k u e  I challenge the Government to show 
me that they are so hard up for revenue that they 
must impose this undue burden. We have sat hezo 
and fought and argued against a good many increases 
already this year. I wonder where all this is leadinp 
to. The r~abour Government has repeatedly told us 
that the people of this island have given them a 
majority and they will do a ,  they like. 1 want to 
give them the warning that, they can do as they 
like but not as long as they like. The day is com- 
ing when they will 'be thrown out. They can get, 
here and talk all the foolishness they like; but thc: 
people are aroused; they are awakened to the coc- 
ditions that prevail and to the nefarious practices 
that the 1~abour Government is perpetrating. I am 
protesting against this unnecessary increa-e esper- 
iallg as it is as regards watw. 

Dr. CTJBIMTNS: Mr. Speaker,- Did 1 under 
stand the honourable member to use the WO?--' 

nefarious " l 
Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member d;~ 

make use of the word "nefarious". 
Dr. CUMMINS : IS that parliamentary? 
Mr. SPEAKER:  The rules of this House prc- 

clude any member from using any unbecoming lan- 
guage to~vards another member. The honourable 
memser in using the word "nefarious" was refer- 
ring to the Government, and not to any particular 
member. I n  that connection my ruling is that thp 
word "nefarious" is quite permissible. 

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: I thank you, Mr. ~ b e a h -  
er. I do not want to prolong the discussion. I ju35 
want to register my protest most emphatically against 
the infliction of thi? undue burden on the commu- 
nity, for the mere gratification of the Government. 
My remarks mav not have the effect of stopping 
Government, but I am registering my protest as C 
am in duty bound to do. I was sent here to spea!~ 
at all times in the interest of the working man, and 
that is what I am trying to do in my weakness. With 
these fmv remarks. Sir, T give notice that T am goinn 
to vote for the motion for postponement. 
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Ur. L'EnYIS: Nr .  Speaker,--ln spite of the fact 

that  we have a iliotion fo r  po>tponement it seems to  
me that most honourable members have already 
spoken, and so, even if we postponed it, there woulll 
be no1 member to speak on it when we come back to  
it. I n  case the motion is  lost, 1 am taking the oppo: 
tunity now to say a few words. 

The first thing that  l would like to say is t h a ~  
the honourable senior member fo r  St. Michael ha* 
told us that  it i ,  on account of the high rates tha: 
they now have to  pay for  electricity that  p ~ ~ n i p i n g  
expenses have gone up. 

Mr. COX: % a point of order, s i r .  That not 
the statement lThich 1 made. 1 pointed out that t l l ~  
Government in  the Five Year Plan had decided to ;l: 
crease water rates i n  order to collect a n  additiona! 
$50,000. I also said that  since tha t  decision wa. 
taken the rates of the Electric Company have beel, 
increased, and therefore, insteacl of collecting $50,00Ck 
to assist us with carrying out our  p r o g r a m 9  we 
hal,e to pay $45,000 of it to the Elect,rii Conlpan,r. 

Mr. L E W I S  : I ani thankful to the honourab:.~ 
member for saying that  v h a t  1 said is perfectly ('or 
reet. ~f in your ~i~~ year PIall you feel that for the. 
good of the island to collect all acjditional 
$50,0001, and subsequelltly somethi1lp goes up and 
as a result you need $45,000, you ,lee(l tn 

$95,000 or you are collecting $50,000 an,; 
putting $45,000 of it in the hands of the xlectric 
Compw, and $5,000 for ~h~ more 
it is explained, the more it becomes true. 

There was something I wanted to tell tile Goverii- 
ment when we were considering supplenlentary esti- 
mates for  the Waterworks But I postponed it 
y+e came to consider the allll~lal Estimates. 1 asked 
the Government if it was sensible, right, or socialis; 
i n  principle to  see a colleerll incef ldng  its rates on 
you to the extent of $45,000 a year, ancl you refuw 
to buy your Own generatiag plant; and then yoLi 
have to collect additional money and put in 
of a company tha t  is blari~iiig you for  not bring a'nle 
to raise capital. B y  the t i n ~ e  that  they iwv tll~'oltgl? 
collecting additional amounts f rom the @ x ~ - n m e l l :  ; 

\\ater. T'lat colllpally shuts oE the electricity for 
the ~ r a t e r w o r h  just ar; they shut oE private people's 
l~ghts .  Iionestly l do not understand it. It does 
11ot see111 rlght to me. 

1 feel that the Goveri:ment should be glad to 
listell to crlticiains they get in  a n  attempt to help 
them. l clo ilot care whst they think about me. The 
criticis111 that 1 alrl giving is good criticism, and  
there is no Socialist or anyone who is interested i n  
the people who can get behind what I aln saying. 
I t  is not 510,000 a year that  you are paying for 
punlping this nater.  I t  is 510,000 a year extra. The 
current u ~ e d  to be supplied a t  about t8wo and a half 
ccllts a lullit, llom they charge three cents a unit  for  
It y o ~ t  can inlagine n hat tha t  cl. 

Take the water that is used a t  the Rum Bond 
"11 the wharf. I haye drawn attention to tha t  before. 
Governlneilt has been supplying that  water for  years 
a"([ private people go down there and wash bottles 
free. Then they use that water to break down the 
1 ' ~ n  and they sell it, alltl do not pay one cent for 
the they 

_ There is a quebtion that I .uvould like to ask and  
1 hope that the honourable senior member for St. 
3Iicahael will bc able to give me an  answer to it. There 
i" Per cent. rebate on the water rates bill. 1 
u~ule~.btan(l that i t  is provided for  i n  the Act, but I 
llavcl not bclen able to find it in  the Act. Perhaps it 
jk 111 5 0 1 1 ~  r (>g~~lat ion.  If repeal all these regula- 
tion\ - i111tl the1.e is a long clause doing tha t  - it 
I .  l)o\sibI(l that you Inay be increasing the rates by 
the 1.5 per cent. that  you used to  take off before 
I ~ v o i ~ l d  like some information on tha t .  

'I'here is itll~tiler point. The water service is  
oale t l l i ly  tllat yell in money by %Tay of in- 
come, tax otller taxation. I will explain. 1f 
!-oil 11a.i.e I I ~  n a t e i  In hotels tourists mould not come 
to hote,,, ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ f ~ ~ ~ ,  by water to the 
I~otels, t h ~  hotchls make money ancl you get income 
tax a, a resnlt. lITitllout \v?ter thc alnonnt of business 
tll2t is (lone c.o,lltl llot be done. The water that  you 
;zi\ an ;L? in  the. strtxet you get paid fo r  i n  other ways. 
i'ol. over half a c.ent11ry there was short sighted- 
,,(,\\ ill clpaling ,,.\-ith the of mbter, and no 

they will not need t o  raise capital outside- They ~ i ! l  
r!ot have to raise it a t  all. They will ' b o ~  ever~thill:! 
they want out of you. It is disgraceful that  such ii 

statement should Come fronl a m m b e r  of thi$ IIousr 
1 suggested to the Government to discnss the questio'l 
of a plant with their engineers. I am nos 

engineer. B n t  it strikes me as a layman tha[ 
f.10,000 a year additional rate? is something thet  
t t r l ] ~  for much consideration. Can you not genera:!' 
your own electricity for p l l m p i n ~  a t  the Belle? ColllG 
you not expend 830,000. which would refl'resec1' 
three rates a t  the  present cost, to Pllt Ill? Yo!lr 
cwn numping equipment? 1 do not claim to 
speaking with authority.  T am pl1ttilV forward 
-?hat seems tn br  a common sense view. The mem- 
hers of the Government are being ~ a i ( l  extra to do 
the business of the Honsc. It should not be done 
by a trick. T thiillr i t  is ti111e for then1 to realise 
their responsibilitieq . 

YouT engilleer is in  England on holiclay at  pres- 
ent. Hp is one of the beqt engineers in  the uliiverse, 
not in the ~-,-o~-lil. I n  the nniverse. Can p011 not 
sellcl him a letter form fol- a sixpence and ask him 
to enquire what a g(lneratin@ p l a i ~ t  for  pumping will 
cost? Do van have nloncr in the Treasur17 to give 
;,;ray? You a1.e not laying these increased rates in  
order to extell(l ro111- water seruicc. People by thr  
hundreds are waiting to put  water. in  thrir  110111~s. 
Thev are willing to pav  for i t .  You are not able 
to zire i t  to them. but  you pan q i r r  the Electric Conl- 
pan:. S10.000 a >-car Illore for  pumping ~ o m e  of the 

I)L.OviSiOll was lilil(l(, for  itS to the people 
;,t a mhell you get pipes froln overseas 
,llcl.(..lJ- by \vl.itjllg them. we ollly 
,t;ll.t,.(l to thillli about \vater extension \Then we 
colrl(l  lot get the 

Ag f a r  as Vestry rates are concerned, Sir, I 
\11pl,os, that this method of charging for water is 
copied fl.om other places because of the fact that  
the loc.al govr~nment  in othrr  places is the authority 
for supplying water, and electric light, and looking 
after the Fire  Brigade, the Police Force etc. Some 
Itononrable niembers are arcuing that  i t  should be 
paid for a t  so much per tap, or some other method 
should be used, for example, the method used fo r  
charging for electricity. I t  does not matter urho it is, 
there is a lninimuin caharge fol- electricity and a 
minimum charge for  water. If poll link it to the 
lraluation of the property - I take it tha t  it is linked 
nlore to the valllation than to the taxes - you will 
get in  the same parish people using the same quan- 
t i ty of water in  the samr size house, bu t  because 
the house is in  a different locality you will have to 
Pay Illore rates. 

Another thing is that T fcel that the Government 
shonld take the opportunity nomr of collecting water 
rates from the owners of places rather than the 
occupiers. I do not think that any  great amount of 
;~?ficlldlllent 1xrill bp necessary. I am talking about 
the (lolnestic5 services. YOU will nlake i t  easier for 
PyCyVollP. 'Phere are S O I ~ ~  people who 01i7n 10 to 

hollses. Somrol:c OTTlls 40. Let us say that 20 



have \vater illztallecl. That nlealls that 3 people 
have to queue u p  at  the TVater\\or.l<s' Office a t  the 
cntl of the quarter, when the olvner coultl selltl a 
calleclllc for the whole anlomlt. 

I11 spitc of thr  il1crc:~sed ?ate that the Electric 
( ' o l l l p i ~ n ~  is c.11al.ging they hare  not yet rrached the 
~ n i ~ x i n ~ i u n  authorised by law. So they cdan still in- 
s.rc.asc on you again itlid perhaps make you pay 
out another f10,000 a year. liet ~ t s  get 011 tvith 
cheapening \vater rates by tloing our owl1 pumping 
ailcl extending the service. We hare to pay 510,000 
a year more to the Electric C'olnpany all51 53,000 a 
year - to the IVatcr~vorlis' Engineer and Jvr cannot 
get i l~formatioa on hon to generate our own tllec- 
t r ic i t~- .  ITT(> have spleudi(1 opportlunities for  pro- 
gressing in this islanil, ancl we are speedily retro- 
gyesslng. 

Mr. I\IILLEIZ: 3Ir. Speaker,-I \vould like to 
add a 1r70rd or two to this debate. The Governnienb 
\v111 always be in  a n  awkward position when they 
have to deal with a conlpaliy lilir the Electric Com- 
pany. I feel that since the Government has natural 
gas in  its possession it would not be wrong to forbid 
its sale to anyone else because the gas will reduce 
the cwst of pumping the water from the bottoln of 
the well to the users. The Electric Company is itself 
a misfortune to the whole island. S o t  long ago 
the Company after being subjected to heavy public 
criticisnl reduced the cost of current to private 
people from 18 cents to 1 2  cents a unit  and then 
turned around and increased the price to industrial 
pl.ocmccrs. The 1.eason is obrious. The lnoillellt 
you increase the cost to industries the man in the 
st~eclt still has to bear it indirectly. Very often, 
as a tnairrr of fact, the ntau i n  the street i s  paying 
fo r  the electricity usecl ill private houses. 

With the amount of money that the Govc~rmllent 
pavs the Elcctric Conzl)an~- they could buy a diesel 
plant or 5 e ~ w a i  cliesel plants. I t  i\ a re ry  simple 
matter. There is no reason why the only plant i n  
the island shoulcl br ill tlip hand5 of private people. 
I t  is nct in their intcrcst to find share capital to boost 
electrical prodnciion. They have completely blanketed 
the builcling bi~sines\ in  thic: t ity. Thclre is no doubt 
@bout that. 

T do not agrclcl with those who say that  there is 
iio justification for increasing the cost of water. But  
you shoulcl extent1 the mater servlce. What 1 do llot 
agree with is the system under which a man with six 
or seven dolliestic taps will pay the same thing as 
the mail with one. That is the old conser~ative sys- 
tcm; the system by which the monied class exnloited 
those ~ v h o  hacl no redress, and I feel that it is a n  
oversight on the part  of this Government. Although 
1 say that there i q  justification for increasing 11-ater 
rates, I ~ v i l l  say too tha t  to have to pay this extra 
S10,000 to the Electric Company is farcical i n  this 
ege. That company should be possessccl by this COT- 
er1l)ment. Yon (.;in buy  it for 33100,000. Therr is no 
question of finding o11t first the total of what the 
company costs. You pay  the lfi'rst 33100.000 and 
possess it. The question tha t  you will have to find all 
the  lnoney first is a jolce. IS there any business which 
does not exist on overdrafts? I want to  tell the 
Governnlent that they are timid souls, even though 
they nlay have the best of intentions. 

I am sayillg that there is  nothing \vr011g in  in- 
rreasing the water rates. The price of 3/- a thousand 
callons is a first class joke. If the original idea 

n pasq on water to the pcople who could not pap 
r it, tTell, tha t  is a thing tha t  God himself woulc! 

ave yo,l do. ~11 t  as  regards the inclividnal ~ v h o  can 
I,a,JT for i t  there is nothinr nTrong in  illcreasing the 
cost. I~ononrable  menlbers Bno~v that too. B a t  they 

llke to ride the water horse. It is a n  easily ridden 
horse 011 ~vhich they call prance u p  before the electors. 

l hope that  the timid souls ill tlie Government 
iealise tha t  what I hare  said is true-that they can  
lxossess the Electric Collipany for a surprisingly small 
sun1 of nloney. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : X r .  Speaker,-I d id  not 
hear what the honourable senior member fo r  St. 
Michael said in  introducing this Rekolution, bu t  I 
1%-ant to say that  this is not a case where any  aeeusa- 
tion cs?: be brought against the Government. Let u s  
bear this in  mind:  there is no country il: 
the world with a 'similar constitution to  ours 
where the Central Government is  responsibic 
for  the entire water supply system. In other 
territories there a r e  water Commissions acting 
as  separate authorities. I have just come from 
Jamaica, a n d  it will surprise honourable mem- 
bers to Imow tha t  i n  t h a t  island there  are areas 
cut off entirely from the  water supply. I have often 
been amused when listening to the honourable senior 
2nd junior membrrs for  St. John. I have heard talk 
about people put t ing water in  their houses. 

Mr. ALL1)ElZ. : On a point of order, Mr. Speaker, 
I have not spoken yet. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I have not said anything 
which means that the honourable member has spoken 
on this Resolution. I will coiztinue. The Government 
vannot pu t  water i n  anyone's home. TQe Herson has 
tc, decide to p u t  it in. They are  many people who can 
put  water in  their places a i d  do not;- but  the Gov- 
crnnleni caizizot compel then? to p u t  it in. There 
seeins to be a sizobbisll idea that  people who are not 
ac.custonled to having \vater i n  their homes will feel 
that they are different from the people around them 
if v a t e r  is p u t  ill their places. There is no member 
il, this Ho~ise  \\rho is paying more than a n  average 
01' two dollars a i~ ic~nth  for the water tha t  he uses i n  
his 11o111e. On the other Elancl you cap realise what it 
costs the Goverlinlent to supply tha t  water-increased 
cost of pipr and  other material, and of electricity etc. 
It is an expensive busiiiess. The honourable senior 
~ncmbcr  for St. nllichael says that  no one objects to  
that. T want to rclr~ind him and other hoiiourable 
nlenlbrrs that there are certain social services tha t  
you hare  to pay for You live i n  a capitalistic com- 
11wnity. ancl to chanre it you have to go clown to the  
roots. You have to s tar t  with yourself. 

Now, ~ v h a t  is  th r  real objection to these rates? A r e  
we saying that  every time government increases rates 
i t  is somethinq l~ernicions? Mention has beell made of 
the Electric C o m ~ a n y .  Let us  write tha t  off as a 
bad job. Let us sap tha t  we do not agree with t h e  
policy of the Electric Company. B u t  what is  $45,000 
i r ~  the whole water system? The honourable junior 
member for thp City is famous for his research. Loolr 
s t  the estimates of cadital and recurrent expenditure. 
The pepole must pay  for  it. Even i n  Russia t h e  
l'cople pay for the things they get. 

I agree that  the old system of ra t ing is not  the  
best. But  if a t  this stage you attempt to  revise o r  t o  
change the whole system what will you find yourself 
against? On the other hand I have proved t h a t  to 
judge by the namber of taps a person has i n  his house 
how much ~vatpr  he uses is not a perfect system either 
A inan may have four  t aps  i n  his house, h u t  t h a t  
cloes not mean that  all  four taps are turned on sirn- 
~:ltaneonsly. So because one person has four t aps  and 
another person has one, i t  does not necessarily follow 
that the person with fonr uses more water than  the 
cne with one. 

I n  approaching this question honourable mem- 
bers have to  ask themselves whether the people who are 
paying fo r  water are  not in a more privileged posi- 
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tion than those \v110 are not. Are you saying that 
giving these people water is adding an extra burden? 

As regards the taking over of the Electric Com- 
yany, that is not as easy as the honourable senior 
member for St. George would have us to believe. 1 
hope that one of these day-, those members who make 
these statements will be placed in a position of respon- 
sibility so that they will realise that the things they 
used to advocate are not so easy as they thought. I 
think that theye regulations are reasonable. The peo- 
ple who do not have the service in their homes can- 
]lot be roped in by telliilg them "you have to pay." 
In matters ljke these it is always easy to attack the 
Government, and some members make much of the 
cpportLlnity; but they silent where matters of 
greater importance are concerned bat  in which the 
crowd appeal is not so strong. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker,-There is a well 
known maxim that when you pass a law and the 
reason lor  the passing of that law ceases to exist, the 

itself is automatically abrogated. The gosition 
that the Government finds itself in  is this: Professolr 
Beasley in his fiscal survey expresses the opinion 
that water rates could produce more revenue by way 
of an increase, ~ u t  Professor Beasley at  no time 
suggested that the waterworks should pay for itself 
because that would be a fantastic proposal, as fantastic 
as to suggest that the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ t  of Ilighways and 
Tramport should pay for itself, in the same way 

poration it is the fact that every share is owned by 
City of London parasites ailcl bldo,d suckers. I t  is 
one of the few conipanies, apart from Cable and Wire- 
less and the Telephone Company owned entirely by 
peoplc in Lonclon, many of whom have never even 
seen Barbados. Sow the honourable senhr member 
for  St.  Peter is telling us that when responsibility 
weighs on their shoulders they say things they newr  
saicl before. 

Mr. F. 1,. 'ClrALCOTT: 1 never said anything 
like that. 

311.. 13ARRO\17: In  the absence of an explana- 
tioll I will have to rely 011 my Owl1 1llelllOry alld 
naraphrase. Tt uellls to llle that where certain views 
are concerned they undergo a metamorphosis w'heu 
re\ponsibilit~ rest, upon their shoulders. 

Mr. F .  L. WALCOTT: All T said was that, 
nationalising the Electric Company is not as easy as 
it seems. 

Mr. BARROW: I would never accanse the hon- 
ourable member of agreeing with ariything that 1 
have said. I t  stem to me that as soon as y o ~ i  get 
into the Governmelit you nadergo a metamorphosis. 
The majority of member3 of the 11,ouse agree that if 
'here is one hydra headecl monster among US holdinbp 
UP illdustry and preventing people from getting light, 
in their homes i t  is the Con1pal1y, the 
Governinent is saying that they cannot nationalise 

I it, when even the members of the Other Place a re  

that the acting IIead of the Administration has come 
to the strange conclusion that the water  
hour should pay for itself without any 
m to length of ill which it ~h~~ 
ariqes from a confusion of ideas and confusion as to 
.the role which the particular service pla3,s in the life 
of the community. 

As far  3s water is concerned, it is the most essen- 
tial comniodity. There is not a single human being 
or animal in the island that could exist for three days 
without water' member of the kingdom 
including the members of the Governinent, must have 
water in order to survive. The capacity of the human 
stonlach is more or less k e d  within a given range, 
and given habits of the 
amount of 7..-ater which indiriduala use if more or 
less the same. To try to approximate the revenue 
and expenditure of the waterwork' is a 
monstrously inept suggestion. 

The raising of $50,000 by way of increasing water 
rates was suggested in the Five Year Plan. I t  has 
been subsequently shown that there ha, beell a gross 
under estimation of revenue, and considerably more 
will be raised than was envisaged at  the time of the 
Five Year Plan, and this $50,000 from increased 
water rates will be only a drop in the bucket. There 
i:, another aspect. The mere faet that people are 
elljoying the water ~ervice at a C~lllparatively low 
rate is no justification for increasing the rate. Gov- 
ernment should rejoice in the fact that i t  can provide 
;a service like the water service to the community a t  a 
relatively low rate. There is no justification in in- 
creasing a tax or rate unless you need money badly 
to do something else for the benefit of the community. 
There is no such thing in Barbados as the collection 
of particular revenue for a particular purpose. I t  all 
goes into one central fund. 

I n  the interim period betweell the Five Year 
Plan and now, the Electric Company has found that 
the Government plans to raise $50,000 extra from 
water rates; and the company reduces its rates on 
those who will pliotest, and proceeds to milk the Gov- 
f'rnment of $45,000 extra for the pumping of water. 
If there is one thing for which 1 must join in the 

the Barbados Electric S u ~ p l T ~  Car- 

saying that it be. I promise the 
I~onburable member how we could nationalise the 
Electric Conlpany tomorrow on f.1,000. I11 littlc 
Barbados we floated a loan the other day and it w a  
over-subscribed by three and a half times the amount. 
Jamaica had one ancl in one day i t  was oversub- 
scribed by one and a half times. Do you think you 
have to qign a cheque and give i t  ta the people d.ho 
own the Electric Company in order to nationalise i t ?  
KO where in the world today are Governments allow- 
irig private companies to control the supply of water 
or elertricity. The manufacture of electricity today 
is no "white man's magic." A school b o  can tell 
van how it is clone. Up at the. Electric Coinpar~y they 
jlave a few decrepit diesel generators that my col- 
league colllcl build ill his backyard. They could put 
down ,lc\\- equipmellt all(-J get ].id of the old one mhic*,l 
1:as proved unfit and inefficient, and they will not; 
Llnd the Government sits down and allows them to hold 
us up t2o ransom. 

The suggestion made by the honourable junior 
member for the City is useful. It is another aspect 
of the matter. I f  we set up our own generators at  
the pumping stations these sallle generator.; \Till llot 
ollly be able to punlp water; tEler Tvill also be able to 

water to many people. 
I t  is high time that me cried halt to these in- 

crease, lof taxation on the people of the island. We 
cannot justify them on the grounds of necessity. In 
+he last analysis, if me put 011 a dollar a month on 
the water rates, and the Electric Colnpany puts on a 
rixpence a month on their rates, and the C.I.F. values 
on commodities make the mall in the street spencl more 
for essential comn~odities, you will mon find that al! 
that the people of this community will have to look 
forward to will be death and taxes. I do not see how 
this increase of $50,000 becomes a necessity at all; 
because it is not for development as envisagecl in thk 
Five Year Plan. but an  imposition to feed the 
hydra headed monster called the Barbados Electric 
Supply Corporation. 

Mr. COX: I want to say that I agree with t 
~ i e w  that the charging of water rates on the b: 
cf the parochial tax 011 the property is not a ve 
rquitable way of doing it. I have discussed thb_ 
question several times, and 1 feel that there is sou 
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'hicg in that view. But on the otlzer hand 1 am snro I 
:hat honourable lnembers mill agree that changing 
such a system is llot something that can be clone in  
;i day or two. Much consideratio11 and enquiry will 
he necessary. A11 honourable member spokr about 
Sntroducing a Tory system. The increases in Ph- 
rates are definitely based (on the old system, ancl the) 
are not as some honourable ineilibers seem to feel, a 
(.hang'? in the systenl. Later 011 1 \ilill attempt l 0  

explain the system laid down. At this stage I will 
say that while the Tories used to collect taxation and 
give nothing in r e f i ~ n  for it, we Socialists are col- 
letting taxation and giving to the people the things 
which are rightfully theirs, and the things which 
were withheld for all these years. 

Anyone wit3 listened carefully to the honourablz 
senior member for the City will agree that he was 
pointing out in no uncertain terms that in the parish 
of St. Michael you have one way of rating, while on 
a property, say in Sk. James, you will pay twice as 
nluch. That is something for local governllzent to 
consider, and as everyoize kqon~s me will soon have 
the good old Maude Bill before us again. 1 would 
11oint out here that the water rates are based 011 the 
annual rental value of the house. If therefore, the 
value is $150 this year and the Vestry rate is 10 
;>er cent, and next year the valne is the same $150 
and the Vestry rate is increased to 11 or 11% per 
cent that does not affect the water rates becdanse as 1 
have said they are based 011 the rallle of the 
!gouse. I an1 trying to show that although somt. ho11- , 
ourable members feel that this will impose a gypat 
hardshil> on some people i t  does not v7ork out as 
they think. I have a case before me in which people 
who rent a place are actually paying twice a3 much 
rent for the place as i t  is rated by the Vest1.y 
of S t .  Michael. 

Therefore, 1 dsk: How does the 
arise l Where is the hardship? As a matter of fact, 
they sllollld be rated on the annual revenue \lrhich 
they are really getting from the particnlar buildings 

",houses; but that is not so; they are ~ a y i l ~ g  water 
tes on ~ ~ h a l .  the assessors value the house at  and - ot on what annual revenu~ those houses are brillg- 

,- 
,ng in. 

/' NOIT;. Mr. Spcalier. the hoiiourable Junior illem- 
A", her for St. John in his usual manner, criticises the 

Government. At  this stage, I would say that the 'L criticisms are not so much because of the increases 
-hjcl~ Government is making but because of the fact 
,at when (:overnulent was putting over the Five- 
, enr I'lan, honourable members on both sides of the 
House opposed i t  a great deal. I would say that 
this item of increasing the water rates was one of the 
things on which agreement was reached in the five- 
Year Plan. I shall read again just a portion of the 

'3 
paragraph which I reacl in my openiilg reinarks 

, from the Fiscal Survey by Professor Beasley on 
Water Supplies. On page 77, para. 57, he ay*. 
"There ha; 110 doubt been a steady increase in th+ 
"amount of water delivered a t  public standpipes, but f "the figures indicate that private and industr~al  con- 
"sumers are now being fairly heavily subsidised." 
That is what he says and because of that we propose 
to do what we are doing here. I cannot see anything 
in these accompanying regulations which ~ ~ ~ o u l d  be 
a burden on the poor man. As a matter of fact. where 
this increase is concerned, as the honourable Junior 
Member for St. Peter said, 1 know that people who 
have to pap to bring water for their use in their 
private homes have to pay much more than that. I 
know of one who has to pay something like three 

p shillings a week, and at  that, the supply is very 
inadequate; the quantity is nothing like what you 

would consuine if >-on had your own pipe in your 
homr. These increases work out at  llot lnore than 
1.7 cents per clay as against three sllillings a week 
~vhich people without the service hare to pay. 

Mr. A101'TLEY: l agree with that. 
Mr. COX: Sir, I stressed that because it was 

said by the honourable Senior Member for the City 
and the Jnnior &Iember for St. John that the rate 
would be multiplied three or four times by the 
increase and the way i t  was assessed, 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I must object to that, Mr. 
Speaker. I never said any such thing. ~h~ honours- 
ble lllenlber knows that I did not say so. 

Mr. COX: Yes Sir. These are the rates as 
they stand to-day: domestic taps 40 cents in the 
pound. Our increases is 10 cents in the dollar which 
is actually 10 cents more in the ponnd. Exceeding 
2530 per annum, for the first R30 the rate is as  
above and then 30 cents in the pound for every 
pound which exceeds R30. This works out, a t  
present to $3.tjC) alld by these rates which we are 
about to lay, the Government is asking the person 
in that category to contribute $4.00 that is, 40 ccnts 
per quarter more. These are the rates which some 
honourable members said have been multiplied thrcy 
or four times. The rate which is at  present charged 
for sho\l;er baths so constructed as to be capable of 
containing water to any greater depth than six inches 
is $1.80 per annunl. The Governnlellt is now asking 
for $2.00 is 20 cents Inore for a whole year. 
I, case of shower baths where the capacity is 24 
cubic feet, the rate a t  present is $2.40 per annum 
alld the Governmellt is now asking for $2.64 which 
i3 24 cents more per annum. For baths exceeding 
the 24-cubic feet capacity, the rate at  present is 10 
cellts per annum for every additional cubic foot 
antL thc Gorernmcnt is now asking for 12 cents which 
is t l ~ ~ o  cents Illore per annum. As Professor Beasley 
poillted out in the rates which are being paid a t  
presc,lt, the G~~~~~~~~~~~ was heavily subsidising 
comlllercial il l~nstry; so, as you m,ill see, for water 
supplied for commercial purposes, the rate which is 
at present charged per thousand gallons is 72 cents 
,d Government is nolv asking for 80 cents. The 
llieler rent which is at  present $1.80 per quarter, 
Government is now asking for $2.40. I must say 
here that the Government Party agreed to these new 
rates, I too, am. agreeing to them and anything which 
I agree to I feel is right and fa i r ;  and something 
which I can go to my constituents and defend myself. 

The honourable Junior Meniber for the City 
asked a question about the 15 per cent. rebate. I 
~vonlcl like to tell him that 15 per cent. rebate has 
been removed. It was never a regulation. I t  was 
put forvard by the late Mr. C. A. Braithwaite when 
he was a member of this House, but as fa r  as I can 
see, i t  was never given for prompt payment or any- 
thing of that sort. IIowever, i t  was passed by the 
I-Touse of that time. 

The question was also raised by the honourable 
,Tunior Member for the City and by some other 
honourable members with regard to generating our 
own electricity for this purpose. I would like to say 
that question is under consiileratioil and as soon as 
the Chief Engineer of the Waterworks Department 
return5 to the island i t  will be finalised. Some hon- 
0nr;lble inembers feel that me should not tax the 
people to pay these new rate., of the Electric Com- 
pany. 1 counsel them to see the fact that we are 
more or less in the hands of that coml?any  no^^ and 
if we do not pay our bills, that company w0111d cut 

its current and then we would be without light 
a5 ~\le1] as water. rcpeat again that caonsideration 
i, being given to the question of installing our own 
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generating plant at  the Belle Pumping Station for 
the purpose of lifting the water. 

Now the honourable Junior Member for the 
City said that Government would be foolish when 
he was talking about our coliectiizg this money. He 
suggested that i t  woulcl be budgeting for $95,000 
instead of $45,000. 

Mr. LEWIS : 'l'he honourable member has 
misinterpreted nzy remarks. 1 told him by way of 
explanation that he should be collecting $95,000, but 
I did not tell him to do that. He should izot niake 
scch a reckless statement. 

Mr. COS:  I heard the honourable ineinber say 
that instead of collecting $45,000 you would be CO:- 

lecting $95,000, otherwise you would be foolish. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable meinber did 

say that ~ioiiiebody would be foolish. 
Mr. LETiTIS : The hoiiourable Seizior Member 

for St. Michael has deliberately twisted what was 
said. When the hon. member explaiiied about the 
amount, T said that if he were right, that ~ v o ~ l l d  hwe 
to be the case. 

3lr. COX: \L7hile the hoizourable ,Juaior Mem- 
ber for the City was saying that on one side, the 
honourable Senior Member for St. George was saying 
on the other side that inasmuch as the Electric 
Company was collecting almost all that we were 
budgeting for, what was the use of our bringing in 
this resolution because our object was defeated. I 
ail1 saying that whether we agree to increase these 
rates nr not, the additional $45,000 which the Electric 
;Company has told the Goveriinzent that i t  mlill 
have to pay will be paid. Government must pay it 
whether i t  is paid by those persons who have water 
installed or the taxpayers in general; but I feel that 
it would be more equitable to call upon the people 
who have this service installed in their hoines or in 
their business premises to pay this additional amount 
than for the general taxpayers to do so because they 
do izot have this conveaience. As I have said 
already, five dollars a year for water rates is not 
much more than one cent per day and I do not 
think that aniount is too much to ask the people to 
Pay. 

The honourable Senior Menzber for St. Philip has 
pointed out that although the Waterworks Depart- 
ment shows a deficit of $358.000 last year. that i t  
was not running at a loss. His suggestion is that 
inasmuch as Government might be collecting a little 
more money than it has anticipated, that likely in  
crease can be taken to spend i11 providing for the 
extension of the 'service instead of increasing the 
ratcs. That honourable inember runs a printing 
press as well as hr  runs a dairy and kitchen garden. 
Noiv, if in his running of his dairy, he finds that 
it is iiot a paying concern, do you think that he is 
going t~ take nzcmey out of his running of the print- 
ing press to offset the loss by the dairy, or wc?.nl<l 
you rather think that he wo~11d dilute the milk with 
water so as to make the dairy a paying concern? f 
think he will take the latter course. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I rise at  a point 
of explanation. I do not think it is fair for hon- 
ourable nzembers to accuse other honourable members 
behind their backs as the honourable Senior Member 
for St. Michael done when he accused the honourable 
Senior Member for St. Philip of adulterating milk. 

Mr. QOX: I did not tell the honourakle senior 
member for S t .  Philip to leave the House ; so long 
as the House is sitting, honourable ~mmbers  are 
expected to be in their places until it is adjourned. 
At the same time I was not saying that  the hop- 
ourable member would do that. What I meant to 
suggest was that adulterating milk was a means of 

making a dairy business a paying concern. It is a 
normal busiiless practice, illegal though it is. 

As 1 was saying, Sir, those persons who & 
present pay 85 cents, the minimum rate for water 
per quarter, would be called on to pay $1.20 per  
quarter. I am convinced that the illcreases which 
have been made by the Government are not a t  aJl 
unreasonable. I am also satisfied that a t  present, 
this island water services are cheaper than in any 
other part of the West Indies, may be in  the world. 
F'urther, I an1 satisfied that there are so many a r ~ a s  
where there is yet no water mains to be found and 
so many people crying out for this service that it 
is necessary for Gorerninent to carry through t l ~ e  
whole of its coiistruction aizd extension plan. I am 
pleased to say that wherever you go throughout the 
island now, you can see water mains !being laid 
ancl standposts being erected. I t  is therefore not 
too in11eh to ask people to pay a little inme fad their 
rate- so as to have this service extended to those 
persons who are not in a position to pay for  the 
service clireatl;\-. No matter how cheap this service 
i:la>- be, you will find that circumstances will still 
prevent some people from installing it i n  their homes. 

T appeal to hononrable me~nbers to pass this 
r~solution because i t  is nothing that has been done 
hap4azardly by Government. {It is also a policy of 
Government which wa8 laid down in  the Five-Year 
Plan and to vote against i t  must be regarded M a 
vote of censure. 

Xr.  SPEAKER:  During the speech made by 
the honourable Senior Member for St. IMichael, I 
2m now reminded of his making reference to the 
honourable Senior Nember for St. Philip who was 
not in his place. The honourable Senior Member for 
St. JEichael in question form asked if the honour- 
able Senior Member for St. Philip might not have 
acted in such a way as he wae suggesting about 
adulterating milk to make a dairy pay. I do not 
think that reference is becoming of the hone-urable 
member. 

JIr. COX: 31r. Speaker, if that W --thin@ 
offensive I would withdraw i t .  

Mr. ,~IJLDEIE: Mr. Speaker, I d: ' 
to speak on this matter. However, I 
tated when I hear members of the C: 
that the people have to pay, and thi 
been repeated more than once. I 
peol)lt. haye to pay bnt the cl~le.;tion 1 

should the people pay for the amount - which they get ? - 

11 a p e  with the previous speakers who feel 
that this increase is uiinecessary. It i s  definitely 
unnecessary even though the honourable SerGor 
Member for St. n'lichael has said that the Govern- 
ment has to look for an additional sum to pap for 
electricity. There are several other sources other 
than this which can bring in an increase and some 
honourable members have attempted to name some 
of those sources. 

1 
I have also noticed here that the rates which 

it 
are charged for supplying water to the shipping 
are comparable to those which local consumers are 
asked to pay. Certainly, I do not see the reason 

t 
why the shipping should bc supplied with water 
at  the same rate-80 cents per thousand gallons- 
as the unfortunate householder. I do iiot see mh.- the 
Ju-C Company which turns out 60;MO per 
month m some honourable members said, should 
pay a t  the same rate as is charged to shipping. D e h -  
itely the Government is devoid of business acumen; 
Government is blatantly ignorant. The Govern- 
ment would not suggest to anybody who has ideas 
to come and help it to solve problems like these. 3 



,vernment has allocated, actor* to the 
ear-Plan, one nlillion dollars to be spent un 

extension of the water system. The question is: 
-*ow can Government get the additional re\enut: 
i t  wants to carry out this work? Certainly by get- 
ting more people to install the service. There are 
several built u p  avenues within recent gears where 
the people are crying out for the 'bringing of 
this service to their doors. What do you find? Tak- 
ing Deightons Road as a n  example, even since the 
water main has been put down in that street, there 
is dehi te ly  a refusal by Government to alldw cer- 
tain householders to imtal the service from that 
m i n .  Besideh that, there are several country dis- 
tricts which are still in need of this service and 
v:hich the Government has consistently refused to 
extend the service to meet the needs of those peo- 
ple in those districts. If this service wene to be ex- 
tended, I am sure that partly every househoider 
will be proud of paying to instal the service. Again, 
what do ?on find? The charges which the Depart- 
ment imposes, are very high when i t  ha6 to attach 
a new service to a residence. I have an example of 
a householder having to pay about $80 just to attach 
the service from one end of the guUter to the other 
-a matter of twelve feet of piping. These abnormal 
charges are prohibiting ordinary people from mak- 
ing use of the service. 

I am wondering if the Government had in view 
these increases when they increased the salaries of 
the Heads of Departments in that indiscriminate 
manner. 

Mr. COX: Mr. Speaker, the honourable mem- 
ber i s  out of order. 

Mr. SPEAREIR: T am asking the honourable 
member not t o  stray. 

Mr. ALW;DER: There is another point on 
which I want to make some observation. A.s is known, 
water is an  essential service. It is the first w n t i a l  
need of any community. I t  is one of the leading 
things in civilising an area, therefore, i t  should be 
considered as an essentia.1 service to the people of 
any area. If therefore the Government makes any 
charges for this public service, these charges should 
be nearly free. If you do not make them as reason- 
able as possible, and you continue to increase your 
.dies you are almost certain of getting the otEer 
utility companies following in your footsteps, carry- 
ing up  their rates. 'It will be the same as the land 
question. Beca.use the Governillent buys land at  a 
high price. other land agents have stated that Qov- 
ernment has bought a t  such a figare and they are 
going to sell at that f igi~rr .  The Electric Company 
and the Transport Company will be jus tsed  if 
they sap that inasmnch as gonr Govcrninent has car- 
ried up their rates on vertain essential services, 
they, as businessmen, are justified in asking for 
increased charges for their services. It is a trend 
which one follows as he sees the other fellow doing 
a particular thing. I n  this case the burden falls on 
the unfortunate ~ e o p l c  n~llose stand;~rcl of living is 
too low to hear it. 

Mr. Speaker, T feel this increase i\ clefinitr11- R 

wronq policy. I t  is nothing \rroiig in paying for 
water, bnt J-on can be overcharged or unreasonably 
charqed for it. I share the same feelings as those 
other hono~lrahle memherq who have spoke11 agwinst 

the passing of this resolution and for the positpone- 
ment. I would however like to say that it would be 
of no use for us to vote for the postponement of this 
resolution to study the regulations with a view to 
a more equitable taxation, if after a couple of days 
they will be presented back to tG House in the 
ballle form. The contents of these regulations are 
against the interests of the people; therefore they are 
going to create a hardship. I hope honourable members 
realisiiig this and their obligations to their constituents 
~voulcl vote against these regulations and wait unti: 
the Department concerned present regulations whlcli 
would be more acceptable. 

Alr. CO&: I rise a t  a point of explanation, 
31r. Speaker. The honourable member who has just 
sat down, said that Government was not increasing 
the rates on people Like the Ju-C Company. II thought 
l made i t  crystal clear that commercial undertak- 
ings which are at  present paying 36 cents per 
thousand gallons, by these regulations wil l  be pay- 
ing 48 cents. .... 

The question that the Resolution be postponed 
\\.as put and resolved i n  the negative, the House 
dividing as follows :- .... 

Ayes: Messrs. Law~s, B m w ,  VAUQHAN, 
ALLDER and E. I). MOTTLEP.-(5) 

Noes: Messrs. blapp, TALMA, Homm, Baym, 
C'ox, MILLER, F. 11. WBLCOTT and DR. CUMMINS. 
-(g)- 

The question that the Resolution do now pass 
was put and resolved in the affirmative, the House 
dividing as follows :- 

Ayes: Messrs MAPP, TALMA, HOLDEB, BRYAN, 
Cox, MILLER, F. L. WALCOTT, and DR. CUMMINS. 
4 8 ) .  

Noes : Messrs. LEWIS, BARROW, VAUGHAN, ALLDER, 
and E. D. MOTTLEY.-('5). 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before the next Order is taken, 
I would like the draw the attention of all honour- 
able members to the fact that I have heard and ob- 
served when the vote was being taken just now for 
the poltponement of this resolution that certain 
members voted out of their places. &eh a thing js 
gross disorder; i t  is unparliamentary. If i t  ever 
occurs again, I will view it with grave displeamz 
and mill draw it most forcibly to the at t ,ent io r;f 
this House. 

THE *AD JOUR*NMENT 

Nr. COX: Mr. Speaker,- It i s  rather late now 
allcl ice cannot start on the resolution to approv? 
Civil Establishment Orders far  the paying of in- 
creased salaries to Civil Servants. Inasmuch as we 
~vanted to give consideration to those resolutions fo- 
night and in view of the fact that many Civil Ser- 
vants are looking with longing eyes for the increases 
which are to come to them, I make a motion that this 
Housr do now adjourn until Thursday, 7t4h May,- 
the day after to-morrow- a t  3 o'clock in the atter- 
coon. 

I'Ir. E. D. MO'TTLEY: T beg to move- a motion 
that this House do now adjourn until this dag week, 
tile 12tb May, 1953, at 3 o'cloclz, p.m. 

Dr .  CUMMINS seconded the motion which was 
qiw?ed to, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House 
accordine;ly. 




