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THE

House of Assemoly Debates

(OFFICIAL

REPORT)

SESSION 1953—54

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 26th May, 1953.

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem-
bly met at 3 o’clock, p.m. today.

Present :

His Homnour, Mr. A. E. S. Lewis (Deputy
Speaker), Mr. L. E. SyarH (Chatrman of Commat-
tees), Mr. J. E. T. BRANCRER, Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS,
M.D., C.M.,, Messrs. M. BE. Cox, F. L. WaLcorr,
F. E. MiLLER, R. G. Marp, J. C. MoTriEy, E. S1. A.
HoupEr. V. B. Vavcuax, Mrs. E. E. BOoUrNE, wuu
Mr. E. W. Barrow, B.Sec.

MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on
the 5th May. 1953, having been circulated, were taken
as read and confirmed.

DOCUMENT

Mr. SPEAKER: T have the honour to inform
the House that T have received from the Accountant
teneral the Financial Report for the month ended
20th April 1953.

MFSSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

AMr. SPEAKER: I have also the honour to
inform the ¥ouse that T have received a Mesrage
from the Honourable the Legislative Council to the
following effect :—

The Legislative Council
To
The Honourable the House of Assembly

The Legislative Counecil have the honour to
acknowledee the receipt of the Message dated the
19th of May from the Honourable the House of
Assembly. and to inform the Honourable House in
reply that the Tegislative Couneil will be pleased
te meet the ITonourable House in conference at 4
o’clock p.an. in the Tegislative Couneil Chamber on
the 26th of May, 1953, fo consider the pessing of a
joint Address by both Chambers for presentation to

Her Majesty the Queen on  the
Majesty’s Coronation.

occasion of Her

H. A. CUKE,
Senior Member Presiding.
Legislative Council Chamber,
26th May, 1953.
Mr. WiLLiaAMs entered the House and took his
seat.

PAPERS LAID

Dr. CUMMINS: I am commanded to lay on
behalf of the honourable Senior Member for St.
Joseph, Message No. 14/1953 from His Excellency the
Governor which reads as follows:—

MESSAGE NO. 14/1953.

His Excellency the Governor
To
The Honourable the House of Assembly

His Excellency the Governor has the honour, to
refer to the Address dated the 5th of February,
1952, from the Honourable the House of Assembly,
and to inform the Honourable House in reply that
information has been received from the Secretary of
State for the Colonies that he has made enquiries
regarding the matters mentioned in the Address
and that it does not appear necessary to appoint a
West Indian Adviser in Panama.

2. The Secretary of State has been informed
that the previous Adviser’s work consisted largely
in planning activities relating to the establishment
of Savings Unions, Producer Co-operativeg and sim-
ilar organisations, and considers that these activities
can at this stage appropriatels be organised by the
communities themselves.

3. The Secretarv of State adds that Her
Majesty’'s Minister in Panama is alwavs open to
receive deleegations from the West Indian communivy.
and that the churches and organisations within the
West Indian commmmnity do much to assist its more
needy members. '

R. D. H ARUNDELIL,
Governor
Glovernment Tlouse,
Barbados.
26th May, 1953.
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Dr. CUMMIXNS: I am also commanded to lay
on behalf of the honourable Senior Member for St.
Joseph, Message No. 15/1953 from His Excellency
the Governor to the following effect :—

MESSAGE NO. 15/1958.

His Excellencys The Governor
To
The Honourable The House of Assembly

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to
forward for the inflormation of the Honourable the
House of Assembly the official Programme of Cor-
onation Celebrations which have been arranged by
the Coronation Committee on the occasion of the
Coronation of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth IT on
the 2nd of June, 1953. The period of the celebra-
tiong commenced on Saturday the 23rd of May, and
will end on Saturday the 6th of June.

R. D. H- ARUNDELL,

Governor,
Government House,
26th May, 1953.

Barbados.
M.R—7673 (No. 2)

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
I am commanded to lay the following Papers:—

Statement showing Gross Customs and Excise
Receipts for the nine months ended 31st December,
1952.

Statement showing Grois Customs and Excise
Receipts for the ten months ended 31st January, 1953.

Annual Report of the Peasants’ Loan Bank for
the year 1st June, 1951 — 31st May 1952.

PETITIONS

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—1I beg
to present Petitiong from the Highway Commission-
ers of St. George and St. Thomas respectively pray-
ing the House to pass a Bill to authorise them to
inerease the salaries of the Inspector of Highways
of the said parishes. The Petitions are respectfully
worded and I ask that they be taken as read.

Mr. HavynNes entered the House and took his
seat.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Mr. ¥. L. WALCOTT: T beg to give notice of
a resolution to place at the disposal of the Governor-
in-Executive Committee the sum of $12,305 to sup-
plement the Estimates, 1953-54, as shown in the Sup-
plementary Estimate 1953-54, No. 4, which forms
the Schedule to the Resolution.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to give notica of the
following Resolution: Resolution that uander the
provisions of the Officers of the Assembly (Salaries)
(Amendment) Aect, 1952, the salary of the Librarian
and Secretary be $2,280 per annum from the 2nd
day of September, 1952.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER,—It is my infentien
to move the House into Committee of Supply at the
next meeting to consider the money resolutions of
which notices have just been given.

BILL

Mr. BARROW: T beg to give notice of a L;ill
to authorise the Highway Commissioners of St.
George and St. Thomas respectively to increase the
salaries of the Inspector of Highways of the said
parishes. .

QUESTIONS

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: To enquire of the
appropriate member of the Executive Committee
present at the next meeting of the House:—

In view of the reply given to question No. 61 of
September 23, 1952, does the Government contem-
plate making any statement with regard to the
question of:

Unemployment Insurance for Agricultural Work-
Workers.

Mr.
seat.

GoppaArp entered the iJouse and took his

BILL READ A FIRST TIME

On the motion of Mr. Barrow, seconded by My.
Marp, the Bill to authorise the Highway Commission-
ers of St. George and St. Thomag respectively to
increase the salaries of the Inspector of Highways
of the said parishes, wag read a first time.

POSTPONEMENT OF FIRST ORDER

Mr. . L. WALCOTT: Dir. Deputy Speaker,—
I am asking leave to postpoue Item No. 1 on the
Order Paper.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
honourable member.

RESOLUTION ¥OR EXTENSION OF LEASE Ok
KINGSLAND #ACTORY BUILDING

AMr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The First Order of
the Day now stonds in the nawe of the honourabi:
sunior Member for St. Peter to move the passing of
the following Resolution: Resolution to authorise the
Governor-in-Exeentive Committee to enter into an
agreement for an extension of the lease of the Kings-
land Factory building from 1st August, 1953, to the
31st of July, 1954,

Ar. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
This resolution seeks to give the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee authority to continue the existing
lease of the Kingsland Factory building as from the
Ist August next until the end of July 31, 1954,-—
a period of one year. With ‘respect to thig building
which is leased for a rum bond, it forms part of the
Government Spirit Bond, Cheapside, although it is
out of the City. At present, there are 3,000 casks p¥
rum bonded in it.

1 do not think that it is nevessary for me to re-
capitulate the history of this bond to honourable
members; all T think I need to say is that the Gov-
crnment  has under consideration the question of
bonding ecommodities as a whole and rum ig one of
the things. It is felt in some quarters that it is
not Government’s responsibility to provide bonds
for private people, but in view of the conditions ex-
isting, where in an Act it is Government’s responsi-
bility to provide these bonds for rum, someone would
raise objection and say that the Government will be
imposing a hardship on their business should it
amend the Aect so that merchants should provids:
their own storage facilities. If to-day I state that the
Government has under review this question of bond-
ing and feels that it should be the merchants’ re-
aponsibility to provide themselves with such bonds,
T think the merchants themselves would put their
houses in order. It is for this reason that in this
resolution Government is not seeking to have a five.
vear lease but will renew the lease before it: expira-
tion should the building be required for further usc.

~——-"
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In short, Government is not tying down itself to a
five-year lease until a decision is reached in this
matter. Therefore, without any miore ade, I beg 10
move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. MILLER: Sir, — I Lkeg to second the pass-
ing of this Resolution. Relative to the lease of
this building, it is surprising to learn from the hon-
ourable member that Government has only renewed
the lease for one year, but that is not worrying me as
much as the rent which is being paid by Govern-
ment. T think that $480 per month is a rather tre.
mendous sum to pay for this rum bond, whether or
not Grovernment pays for it on its own or whether
the merchants have to furnish the money to pay for
it. I feel that a suitable building for storing ruwm
ceuld be had at a nominal rent.

Mr. Auiper entered the House and took his
seat.

Mr. HAYNES: When the Government decided
five years ago to lease this building, the Govern-
ment in those days had the 0pt10n of buying the
building but would not do so and up to now is
still deeldmo to pay this large annual rent, Gov
ernment having decided to renew the lease _for a
vear. The result is that the present owner of
Kingsland building is receiving a nice annual in-
come out of a very old bmldlno T said at that
time that it was wrong to lease it for that amount
of rent and T will say so again. Government should
have bought that buildinw which could be had at a
rock-bottom price at the “time and even if Govern-
ment had cause to sell now, they could get much
more for it than for what they purchased it. TLike
everything else, a mnarrow-minded view is taken oz
things and as a result, the poor taxpayer has to pay
unneeessarll} for these matters.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I sup-
pose that the reply which the honourable Junior
Member for St. Peter will make to the statement by
the honourable Junior Member for St. Andrew is
that the merchants who make use of the rum bond
repay the rent. T feel that would-be answer is not
sufficient. Although merchants who make use of
that bond might repay the rent it does not remove
the fact that it is unbusinesslike for the Governmen:
1o undertake to rent a factory building such as that
for $480 per month. Ty ervbods knows that in
"recent vears owing to the scrapping of factory
machinery, there are many such buildings in @1»
uge. I know, for instance, of a similar building
situated in St. John which the owners would be
olad if they could get even $20 per month for 1t
as rent.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Why don’t yeu buy it
and rent it out?
Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, — I do

not see any reason why a matter of this sert should
not be handled in a more business-like manner even
although the Government is handling it Some
people seem to think that Government need not
worry over savings that can be affected by gord
business dealings, but this should mot be so. “Tue
duestion is that if you had handled this husiness
intelligently. you would be able to ease taxpayers in
some respeet T do not think any pmvate individual
would rent that building at that price. T am told
that when the factory was serapped, the owner was
willing to sell that building for a sum cousiderably
smaller than what the Government has already paid
for it in rent. Why should mot Governmeng hm'e
bought that bmldmw when the price was reasonabie

and “rented it to the merchants, even if Government,

made a small profit? The point is that you have up
to now paid over $5,000 annually for it and still
find it necessary to rent such buildine.

I am sure that the owners of that building
feel happy over the situation Government finds it-
self in renting that building and are hoping that Gov-
ernment will find it necessary to continue to do so;
as a matter of fact, the owners are in a position
where they can create a condition where the Gov-
ernment must continue to rent 1t. I hardly think
that when toney were rurmung it as a factory thas
they made as much as what they are now receiving
for rent. I do not know whose job it is to bar-
gain for Government, but I know of no individual
who would have arranged to pay that sum for rent
of that building.

As it is, Sir, we are already committed to this
expenditure, and it would be unwise for me to press
for negotiations to be re-opened in this matter with
a view of arranging for a nominal rent or else
seeking a cheaper building elsewhere. I know that
no honourable member can bring any argument
to show reason why you should continue renting
that building. As a matter of faet, that bulldlng
is situated five miles from Brldwetown and if local-
ity does not come into the picture, you ean go any
part of the island and get a rs;imilar sized building
and for a very nominal rent. I have heard that
the ~crapping of Waterford Factory is under con-
sideration and if that is so, Government should
negotiate for the renting of that building.

Another point is that in view of the fact that
transportation costs will be more on aecount of
the distance from Bridgetown of this rum bond, i
must increase the price of rum because merchants
are going to add the additional transportation
costs to the retail value of the produect.

Mr. Deputy Speaker — I am wondering
too if Government is recovering all this rent from
the merchants who bond rum at this bond. I well
remember when the Government negotiated for that
building, the rum trade was so lucrative that there
were many wmerchants in the business and you
could not find space for all of them. Since then,
this trade has dropped and many who were then
m the business have dropped out. I am of the
opinion that Government does not recover all this
rent from the merchants and is meeting with a loss
there. I am therefore hoping that the honourable
Junior Member for St. Peter would shed some light
on this aspect. What T believe is that in the firsi
and second years of the renting of this building by
Government, it received what it had paid out in
rent, but since then, I think that the drop in trade
has caused Government to be showing a loss.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
Thig is the sort of Resolution which needs no fur-
ther information or explanation than what I have
already given. I do not think the honourable Sen-
ior Member for St. John was in his place_when I
introduced this resolution, else he would not have
saidl all he did. It did appear to me as if he was
prompted to say what he did by the honourable
Junior Member for St. Andrew, but if that honour-
able member wants more information, I think he
should ask for it himself.

‘Whether the Government should have bought
the Kingsland Factory building or should not have
bought it is not the question to-day, nor do you ask
me to pass judgment on what was done by the
Government of 1948 or 1949. Government must
provide these bonds and if the honourable Senior
Member for St. John was conversant with thiy
matter, he would readily understand that Goverr-
ment under an Act is called on to provide these
rum bonds. T hope the honourable member did not
infer from his speech that Government should gec
around to see whether it could get a suitable build-
g for a bond at a cheaper rent than what was
paid. I would tell him that this question of bond-
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ing rum is such a thing that when you have secured
such premises you must remain there for sometime
because of certain equipment which is used.

I pointed out that at preent, there were 3,000
casks of rum stored in the pond and speaking under
correction, I think with the increase of excise duty,
Government receives about six shillings on a cask
plus other duties which are collected when the rum
15 taken out of the bond. Yet it is not a question of
making money on the bond. It was calculated that
the premises was large enough to store 5,000 ecasks
¢f rum  which would bring in £500 annually, bus
while that was the calculation, it does not mean that
5,000 casks of rum would be stored there all the
time, sometimes there would be much less than that
in bond. The (uestion is that you must have a boni
because at present, there are 3,000 casks of rum
bonded there, and there is no other alternative than
to lease the building for a further period. You
cannot take it anywhere else because you do not have
another ‘bond house. As I told the Iouse in my
opening remarks, Government ig not thinking in
terms of providing bonds either by renting or pur-
chasing suitable buildings, but Government is giving
serious consideration to the question of private peo-
ple providing their own bonds. If or when that
decision is reached, the Aet will be so amended,
but Government does not want to bring down this
amendment suddenly because the people who are 1
this business are accustomed to this privilege.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, if the honourable Senior
Member for St. John was in his place when [ was
making my introductory remarks , he would have
realised that the Government was not thinking of
continuing leasing this building for the next five
yvears, but by leasing it for only one year which
would expire on the 31st July, 1954, this period
would give those private people ample opportunity
te find their own storage place should such a decision
be reached. As I have said, we are guided by an
antiqguated Act which lay: it down that Govern-
ment must provide these rum bonds.

The question that thic Resolution do now pass
wa* then put and resolved in the affirmative withount
division.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first itemn
under Private Members’ Business stands in the name
of the Senior Member for the City to move the
passing of an Address to IHis Fxcellency the Gov-
ernor relating to the Pan American Airways. This
honourable member i« not in his place.

The second and third items are under the name
c¢f the Senior Member for Christ Church, but that
honourable member also is not in his place; so too
the honourable Senior Member for St. Philip under
whose name items Nos. 4, 5 and 6 stand.

Ttem No. 7 stands under the name of the honour-
able Junior Member for St. George to move the
passing of an Address relating to slot machine tele-
phones in villages.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, — T am
asking leave that Ttem No. 7 be postponed.

There being no objection, leave was granted
the honourable member. *

ADDRESS re CREATING HOUSING SCHEMES
IN ST .GEORGE.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Item No.
8 under Private Members’ Business stands in theo
name of the honourable Junior Member for St.
George to move the passing of an Address to His

Excellency the Governor relating to a Self-Help
Housing Scheme in St. George.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, — This
Address reads as follows:—

The Houss of Assenvbly
To

His Ecccllency The Acting Governor

The House of Assembly is aware that the plan-
tation temantry system can no longer be regarded
as a civilising influence upon a people yearning for
social advancement; and will request Government
to survey the parish of St. George like other par-
ishes, with a view to creating housing schemes,
‘Self-Help’ and otherwise.

2. The llouse further requests that in plan-
ning sites, attention be paid to bringing such home-
steads within easy proximity of existing public
utility services.

2ar, I think the bottom of this guestion is whether
or not at this stage of the history of this island it is
advisable to decide that the system under the exis:-
ing Tenantry Act should be brought to an abrupt
end. .\s honourable members are well aware, hous-
ing schenmes by Government are well established in
the parish of St. Michael and recently a Self-Help
Housing Scheme by Government has been broughs
into existence in the parish of St. Lucy—the extren:
northern parvish of this island. I am therefore ap-
pealing to Government to see the necessity of giving
stimilar opportunity to the population of Bt. George.
In doing so, I will point out that in one of the dis-
tricts of that parish, known as the Drax Hall area
there are lots of rab land which are on the main road
that can be used for a Self-Help Housing Scheme,
and particularly so owing to the faet that public
atilities are on that road. Because of the old
plantation tenantry system, you will find the people
of that district living in the back of this road, some
parts of the village running into a gully. Not only
$ it 0 in this district alone, but it actually prevails
n every district of this parish. I am therefore
asking Government to survey this parish like other
parishes, with a view to creating housing schemes,
the Pine Housing Scheme where there is new con-
structions and various methods of housing schemes
carried on all the vear round; T am only asking
ihat somce little scheme be created so ag to give
opportunity for the back-behind-the-canes villagers
of St. George to live on the highway where they
can enjoy some of the facilities of Government.

T think it is rather disgraceful in this age to
find that cane fields border the main highways and
the people who produce the wealth of this country

are tucked away in the back gullies. T feel this
Government would achieve another laurel to its

crown if it can secure some of this rak land which
row borders the highways and give it to those
people who live in the gullies, so that they could
enjoy some of the Government serviees. Sir, it is
difficult to understand why human beings should be
asked to live in the middle of broad cane fields,
some on sloping hilltops which call for ladders to
get in and out of the houses and somk in the
bottom of cullies. Another galling feature that is
diffeult to understand is that under the plantation
tenantry system the owners of these small houses
are not allowed to build proper steps and plastered
foundations to their houses and because of that, the
bouses are alwavs shabby in appearance. The
reason for that is that the owners must always live
in the expectancy of leaving the spot. Mr. Deputy
Speaker, we have bypassed in this age such con-
ditions of life for human beings; everybody should
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in some measure be able to live to enjoy some of
the things which make life worthwhile,

Although 1 am primarily concerned with the
parish of St. George, I must alse state that these
conditions exist in other parishes, and although .
dislike doing so, if you take St. Andrew as an ex-
ample, you will find a majority of small houses in
that parish that the residents have to get ladders to

Two years ago, 1 moved an almost sinzilar
Address to this which was passed by this House,
and ‘I was hoping that by now sowe change would
have been brought about in this tenanotry system so
as to give people the opportunity of providing
themselves with a homestead which would give them
a pride of ownership. The prevailing system is only
a relic of slavery and I am asking tnws Government
which has it in its power, to acgniva ihus rab land
for housing schemes. | awm not asking for land
suitable for agriculture to be used in housing schemes.

I beg to move that this Address do now pass.
Mr. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Swpeaker,—1 ve-
gret that 'l find it necessary at this stage in the
history of Barbados to rise to second an address of
this nature which has been moved by my colleague.
The eonditions of survival in the country parishes

.of this island which my colleague have drawn to our

attention are nothing more than deplorable, par-
ticularly what he said about canes being grown in
the limelight, to the front of hichways while human
beings who are responsible for the production and
wealth of the island are sent to live in the back
places and gullies far removed from wmodern civil-
isation. These conditions are survival of the days

of slavery when human beings were regarded as

of less value than the product of their labour. Sir
1 am very glad that this Address has been initiated
by the honourable Junior Member for St. George
and I am proud to associate myself with it, but I
vegret that in these enlightened days with a Labom
Government, we have not yet given priority to one

of the essential needs of the country parishes of

this island.

There is not only this land area to the front
g0 that the people can enjoy some of the amenities
o' life which we should give consideration to, but
there are other motives which I would snggest to
Ciovernment are of equal importance and would save
public expense in the long run. Tt is a regular habit
nowadays for plantation owners to rent people land
most inaccessible parts of the island and then call
upon the Government to instal water and build
roads to those inaccessible parts.

Mr. Crawrorp and Mr. Tarama entered the House
and took their seats.

HOUSE PROCEEDS TO COUNCIL CHAMBER
FOR JOINT CONFERENCE

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The time has ar
rived for this Honourable I{ouse to join with mem-
bers of the Other Place in the Conference which
this House asked for in an Address which was
I am therefore asking
honourable members to accompany me in the nsual
manner to the Council Chamber where we would
sit in Conference,

Mr. Deputy Speaker, preceded by the Marshal

‘bearing the Mace and followed by honourable mem-

bers in order of seniority proceeded to the Coun-

il Chamber where they joined with members of

the Other Place in Conference.

JOINT MEETING OF LEGISLATURE

HIS HONOUR THE DEPUTY SPEAKER:
(Gentlemen, i beg to move that the Ilon’ble Mur.
Cuke take the Chair and preside over thig joim
meeting.

Hon’ble Dr. H. G. Massiah seconded.

The question was put and agreed to.

HON BLE H. A. CUKE: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
and honourable members of the House of Assembly
the object of this meeting is to agree between the
two bodies of the Legislature to a joint Address
which we will both pass in our respective Chambers.
The Address is to be =ent to Her Majesty 1be
Queen on the occasion of her Coronation.

HON'BLE Dr. H. G. MASSIAH: Mr. Chair
man,—It gives me great pleasure to suggest to this
Conference that we should pass the following
Address to Her Majesty the Queen. I am fully con-
seioug of the fact that we are not passing it formaliy
now.  We will pass it formally in our respective
chambers. The proposed Address is as follows :—

TO HER MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY
THE QUEEN

We, Your Majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects,
the President and Members of the Legislative Coun-
¢il and the Speaker and Members of the General
Assembly, of the ancient colony of Barbados, with
humble respect desire, on the occasion of Your
Majesty’s Coronation, to econvey to Your Majesty
cur heartfelt wish that Your Majesty may have a
long, peaceful and glorious reign.

2. We feel sure that the splendid example of
vour illustrions father and grandfather will sustain
and guide you in the years ahead, and we pledge
to Your Majesty the same devotion to Your Majes-
ty's Throne and Person as was ever rendered to
them.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman,—I beg to
second the motion so ably moved by the Hon’bie
Dr. Massiah.

(Question that the Address be agreed to by both
Houses of the Legislature was put and agreed to.

MESSAGE TO GOVERNOR

HIHON'BLE Dr. H. 4. MASSIAH: Mr. Chair-
nan,— As a corollary to the Address which has
just been agreed to, I heg to move that the follow-
ing Message be sent to His Excellency the Acting
Governor :—

The Legislative Council and The House of Assembly
To
His Eaxcellency The Governor

The T.egislative -Counecil and House of Assent-
hly have the honour to request that Your Excel-
lency will take the necessary steps to telegraph to
the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for
the Colonies for transmission to Her Majesty the
Queen the accompanying Address passed this day
by both Houses of the Legislature.

AMr. Brancker seconded.

The auestion that the Message be agreed to by
both Houses of the Legislature was put and agreced
to.

HON’BLE H. A CUKE: His Honour the
Deputy Speaker and [ will make arrangements for
presenting the Addresgs and the Message which we
Lave just agreed to. I would like to thank you gen-
tlemen for meeting here today and for the happy
manner in which this meeting wag conducted.




95 HOURSE
Mr. DEPUTY SPEARER: We thank youj of the average Englishman to the Crown is second

gentlemen for receiving us and co-operating with
us in this matter.

The Conference concluded, Mr. Deputy Speaker
and the House, preceded by the Marshal earrying
the Mace returned to the Assembly Chamber and
Mr. Deputy Speaker took the Chair.

Alr. E. D, Mortiey entered the House and took

his seat.

ADDRESS OF LOYALTY TO HER MAJES‘TY
THE QUEEN ON EVE OF CORONATION

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, — 1
ask leave of this House to move the passing of
an Addvess which was agreed to in conference .by
both branches of the Legislature in connection with
the forthcoming Coronation of Her Majesty Quecn
Elizabeth 1L

There being no objection, leave was granted
the honourable member.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, It
falls to my lot and it is my privilege and pleasure
in the absence of the Senior Member of this Cham.
ber, the learned and honourable Senior Men
ber for St. Joseph to move the passing of an
Address to implement the decision of the two Chare-
bers of the Barbados Legislature which met m
conference a very few minutes ago.

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, as yvou know, with-
in a few :ays there will take place in the United
Kingdom the Coronation of the second Queen Eliza-
beth, and it is not surprising if on a day like this
we cast our minds back, of course very briefly, to
a similar oecasion only four eenturies ago when the
first Queen Elizabeth acceded to the Thorne of
England.  As vou know, it was i 1558 that Queen
Elizabeth. as history recalls ascended the Thron.
of England, and as history is said to repeat itself
Sir, you will recall that that first Lady was 25
years old on her accession, almost a similar age of
the Present Queen and we trust that history will
repeat itself in the case of the present Queen and
that she like the first Elizabeth would live to be
seventy.

T 1 way be allowed, Sir, I will read a sentence
which T cleamed from a noted historian in refer-
ence to the first Elizabeth. T feel it is appropriate
to the present Queen as it was to her predecessor
of the sawe name. Tt runs as follows: “She inher-
‘“ited larwe and complicated problems and with
“them, sh. received from her father a full measure
“of the personal qualities most necessary for their
“solution. The atmosphere in which she ascended
“the Threne was so electric that a long period of
“calm was needed.”

Siv. what can be more appropriate to-day in
describing  the conditions in  swhieh the present
Queen Elizabeth will be erowned Queen of Great
Britain acd the British Dominions bevond the seas?
Certainly Sir, she inherited large and cemplicated
problewis and  certainly, she had the benetit of
receiving “romt her father, the late King George
VI—and T go back to her grandfather, the late King
George V. and her great grandfather, King
Hdward VIL—a full measure of the personal quali-
ties most aecessary for their solution. As the his-
torian whom 1 quoted proceeded :—“The death of
“Mary brought to the Throne of England a prin-
“cess whase personality was destined to leave an
“indellibls mark on the history of England.”” T feel
that we all believe and hope that Quneen Elizabeth
IT is destined to Teave an indellible mark on the
history of England.

As vou know, Sir, it has been said, sometimes
humorously but nevertheless true, that the loyalty

only to that of the average Barbadian to the same
Imperial Crown. If nothing else, it is undisputable
that our loyalty is even stronger than that of the
average English subject. As you know, we have
been called, and a vast number of us revel at being
called “Little Englanders” and “People of Little
England” because of the deep set attachment of
people of this colony to the Crown of Great Britain
and to the person of the reigning Sovereign. It is
not necessary to dwell on the loyalty to the Crown
of the people of this colony, or certainly honour-
able members of the other Chamber and this Hoa-
ourable House, nor do we need to dwell on our
sincere allegiance to-day, for this loyalty and alle-
gilance have ever been so for the three hundred
years that this colony has uninterruptedly been
British; for all that time there has been the same
strong inflexible adherence to the British Crown as
1t is to-day.

We, who love drama and have a care for lit-
erature, recall the golden age of English Literature
which was during the reign of the first Queen
Elizabeth, such poets as Bacon, Spenser, Marlowe,
and the immortal, William Shakespeare. These
imperishable names in English Literature are names
which we will ever remember and ever prize as
priceless heritage of Fnglish Literature..

Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is only necesary at this
stage, I suggest, for me to formally move the pass-
ing of the following Address:

““To Her Most Gracious Majesty The Queen

We, Your Majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects,
the President and Members of the Legislative Coun-
cil and the Speaker and Members of the General
Assembly, of the ancient colony of Barbados, with
humble respect desire, on the oceasion of Your
Majesty’s Coronation, to convey to Your Majesty
our heartfelt wish that Your Majesty may have
a long, peaceful and glorious reign.

2. We feel sure that the splendid example of
our illustrious father and grandfather will sustain
and guide you in the years ahead, and we pledge
to Your Majesty the same devotion to Your Maj-
e;ty’s Throne and Person as was ever rendered to
them.”

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg formally to move
that this Address do now pass. (Cheers).

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, — Like
the honourable member who has just sat down, it
has fallen my lot to second this motion, for if the
honourable Senior Member for St. Joseph was here,
I too would have been left out. However, I am
here to second this motion which hag been so ably
moved by the honourable Senior Member for St.
Luecy. It goes without saying and it is well known
that the loyalty of Barbados to the British Crown
with that long tradition of over three hundred
years of unbroken allegiance is as firm to-day as it
ever was. We all do hope that no cloud would
pass over this horizon which would cause us to
waver from this loyalty. Every Barbadian breast
to-day pulsates with this loyalty to the British
Throne.

During the past few years, it seems that with
every new Sovereign, public acclamation to the
person of the reigning Sovereign increases over
that given to the predecessor and so enhances that
loyalty and devotion to the British Crown. Not
only, I suppose, is this so with Barbadians, but it
may also be said of Englishmen and all other Brit-
ish subjects abroad. So, Sir, we do hope that Her
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth IT will continue to occupy
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that place in our hearts that has been occupied
by her predecessors.

But, Sir, the honourable member made refer-
ence of the conditions in which Queen Elizabeth I
aceceded to the Throne of England and the similar-
ity of the conditions that exists to-day with Quern
Elizabeth II in that exalted position. It has been
said of Queen Elizabeth 1 that her heart’s desire
which she always expressed was that she should al-
ways be as good a queen as ever there was, and that
her reign would appeal to the gratification and de-
sires of her people at home and I suppose this is
the thought and the desire of Queen Elizabeth II.
The honourable member also reviewed briefly the
reign of Queen Elizabeth I and T would like to men-
tion some of the important events of policy that actu-
ated ministerg of her day. History records that tue
policy of ministers of Queen Elizibeth I was based
on economy at home and that they strove to main-
tain that no foreign influence should dominate their
policy at home. These were remarkable traits and
we feel sure that the present ministers of Queen
Elizabeth II would try to emulate the precedent
set by ministers of Queen Elizabeth L.

The honourable member also mentioned the
progress in literature in the days of Queen Eliza-
beth I; a progress which produced such good men
as Bacon, Spenser and the immortal Shakespeare.
1 would also like to mention that during the reign
of Queen Elizabeth I it is said that the foundation
of modern England and the Colonial Empire was
laid. Commerce in England of that day became
greater and the mariners, Drake and Raleigh, start-
.ed to expand the maritime possessions of Great
Britain and the foundation of the British Common-
wealth was laid and the Colonial Empire was
started when a Charter of the East Indies was
granted by Queen Elizabeth I.

It is also said that social conditions of the
people started to improve in the reign of Queen
Elizabeth I. These are conditions which we hope
that ministers of Queen Elizabeth II would emu-
Jate and I believe that they intend to emulate some
of these policies because it is significant that during
the first year of her reign that the ministers are
doing everything in their power towards the fur-
thering of peace. They are examining every pros-
pect whieh in their opinion would bring about
peace and this is admirable. T do hope and I know
this Honourable House would join with me when I
-say that we hope those ministers would not confine
themselves to the bringing about of peace with
other nations with whom they are at variance but
would also examine the prospects of peace within
the Empire. We are hoping, Sir, that they will
not only try to bring about peace with nations
which have big armies, big navies, big air forces
and atomic weapons, but that they will also erant
peace to those people who can only represent them-
selves with sticks, stones and spears. (Cheers)
We are hoping, Sir, that they will remember that
these same hopes and aspirations for security and
peace in their homeland are also felt in the breasts
of other peoples within the Empire (Cheers).

As T ecaid before, it has been said that during
the reign of Queen Elizabeth I the social condi-
tions of the people improved. We do hope that thex
will be a further improvement of the social condi-
tions of all peoples swithin the British Empire
during the reign of Queen Elizabeth TI. We do
"hope that during this reign of Queen Elizabeth 1T
her ministers would pay some more attention to
the social conditions of peonles whom they call
backward and benighted and that they would try
-to improve them not only in word but in truth
and in deed, and as has been said. we would he
one large human family and that all people with

some justifiable pride will be able to say individ.
nally, “I am a British citizen.” 1If these results can
be achieved during this reign of Queen Elizabeth
LI as I have every hope it will, we will be able to
say that the reign of Queen Klizabeth 1L was bless-
ed by God and loved by man.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, — I beg to second this
motion which was so honourably moved by . the
honourable Senior Member for St. Lucy. ’

Mr. Bryax entered the House and took his seat
while Dr. CuMming was speaking.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is that
this Address do now pass. Honourable members in
favour will please say ‘‘Aye,”’ those against will
please say ‘“‘No.”” T think the ‘“Ayes’’ have it and
I will ask honourable members to signify their
approval by standing in their places.

Honourable members stood in their places ay
was requested.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—As
a corolary to the Address which has just been
passed unanimously, 1 beg to propose the following
Address to His Excellency the Governor:—
The House of Assembly
To
His Brcelleney the Governor

The House of Assembly have the honour to
request that Your Excellency will take the necessary
steps to telegraph to the Right Honourable Secretary
of State for the Colonies for transmission to Her
Majesty the Queen the accompanying Address passed
this day by both Houses of the Legislature.

T beg formally to move that this (Address be
now passed.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.

The question that the Address do now pass was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 would like to
inform the House that T will arrange with the
Senior Member presiding in the Other Place with a
view of presenting these Addresses to His Excellency
the Governor,

DEBATE RESUMED ON ADDRESS ‘RE
HOUSING SCHEME FOR ST. GEORGE

Mr. BARROW: When I was called off making
my address with respect to the creating of housing
schemes in the parish of St. George to attend a
Conference with members of the Other Place, T was
saying that there was not only the acquisition of
land area to the front with which we should give
consideration to alone but that there were other
motives which were of equal importance.

It is indeed fortunate for the reputation of
this Island that visitors coming to these shores and
probably noticing the lack of planning in the siting
of villages which they see from public highways
when they ride around are not taken down in the
gullies of the rural parishes, eclse they would be
severely shocked at the conditiong they would see
prevailing in many of them. The landlord system
in this Island has created rural slums in the back-
waters and gullies and then the Government js
called upon to undertake great capital expendi-
ture to construect passable roads and to pro-
vide other amenities for the people who happen to
live in those areas.  Therefore, if ouly from the
point of view of public economy, we are asking
Covernment to pay some heed to this address which
has been moved by my colleague, it stands for
reason that if Government implement the system of
zoning village communities and preventing land-
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Jords frow: renting back-of-all land and gullies to
agricultural workers that the expenditure which the
Government would have to incur for putting these
tonantry roads into proper condition would greatly
be reduced. _

I think that my coleague is not selfish in men-
tioning this parish of St. George, although it hap-
pens to be the parish which we represent, bhecause
ttie  conditions 1 this parish are more deplorablc
than any other parish save the parish which he
mentioned. In some of the districts of St. (eorge,
the inhabitants have to travel, in many instanees,
a distance of over a mile to and fro to get a bucket
of water. Many are the times 1 have seen little
children with big buckets of water on their heads
having this strenuous duty to perform before they
gét to school. It is rather to be regretted that
children of this generation should have to spend so
much time going to and fro to standpipe and hore
Lefore they begin their rightful duty of studying
in school.

Sir, 1 have six recommendations
spring as corcllaries from this address. Some .of
these I have mentioned in this Chamber before.
The first ix that we should appoint a Town Plan-
ning Officer at the earliest possible opportunity. I
think the IIon. Colonial Secretary when he was
acting Governor made some mention of this at the
opening of the Legislature. The second is one
which I have time and time again taken every
opportunity to mention and that is the institution
of land vegistration in this colony. The third is
that therc should be zoning of the parish areas along
the lines suggested by my colleague and that is
most specifically set out in this address. The fourth
ig that there should be some control on rural devel-
opment aml this can be worked in conjunction with
zoning of villages. The fifth is that landlords who
wish to cut up land which ig a distance from the
public highway for rental purpose should see that
all amenities are easily accessible to the would-be
renters. This should be written in the Act of this
Tsland and the various Acts in this island relating
to this matter should be more strictly enforced.
Along with this, provision should be made for water
to be installed in every house spot that is being sold
out. The sixth recommendation I am suggesting is
thiat we have reached such a stage in this thickly
populated island—should I say over-populated island
~—that we should watch very ecarefully our methods
of land urilisation. I do not mean getting the gross
vield out of the soil. I mean that the owners of
Tand should not be allowed to profit indiseriminately
on cutting np good agricultural Jand which we have
available «t nur disposal today. We have reached a
point of intensification of our land for agriculturail
purposes a:id there is no virgin tracts to be obtained
apart fron what we may gain should we get a Deep
Water Harbour here. :

Mr. Deputy Speaker. all of these factors are
strong arvziments in favour of this Address. The
control of village development is essential to the
bringine to its utmost our present agricultural
policy. W should do something to bring near to
the public highways these people who live on lands
to the bacic and in inaccessible districts; not necessar-
ilv on the nublic highway because it will present a
traffic problem.  We should place these villages just
off the public highways with a cireular road defining
the limits of the village. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I do
not think we ean afford to wait mueh longer in order
to implement these proposals because it has become
too gerions a matter from the point of view of pmblie
revenue of this colony. .

which can

The last thing which I want to mention but
which has not been mentioned by my colleague is
that in the carrying ouat of these proposals, Govern-
ment should set an example as regards to land tenure.
Government should at the same-time of implement-
ing these proposals bring into force some legislation
giving greater permanency to agricultural workers
on land so that their houses could be put on more
secure foundations. In so doing, community and

family life of the peasants and workers in the villages.

will be solidified. Mr. Deputy Speaker, these are
some of the corollaries which T feel are concommit-
tant with this |Address which has been movied by
my colleague. It is not a simple problem but T feel
that it is a problem whieh should be tackled directly
and forthrightly.

I have much pleasure in seconding the passing
of this Address.

Mr. . L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
—This Address is one of those dealing with Housing
Schemes that are passing this House with great fre-
quency. The Addresses are worded in much the same
way with the insertion of the name of the parish
represented by the particular honourable member
who brings the Address. Some months ago we had
an Address of a similar character, and on the Order
Paper there is one in the name of the honourable
senior member for St. Philip.

Now, Sir, as far as the honourable junior mem-
ber for St. George is concerned he has been living
in this island for a longer time than the honourable
senior member for St. George, and he is well aware
of what the ‘‘so-called’’ Labour Government—the
honourable senior member does not pretend to be a
member of that party—has been doing. It is easy
for those who are acquainted with what the “‘so-
called”” Labour (iovernment has been doing to see
that far from not giving priority to housing and
matters of that nature, the Government has been
giving them very great priority. Anyone who has
been living in this island will realise that five yvears
ago the Government brought to this House the Town
and Country Planning Bill. That Bill was passed
by this Chamber. You will remember, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, one of the minor clauses that held up tha
Bill for a long period. You are also aware, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, that the Government has made it
clear that the (uestion of the Town and Country
Planning Bill svould be resumed when you bring
vour local government system more up to date,

You will realise that many of the things that.
have been referred to by the honourable senior
member for St. teorge are not dome in communi-
ties like Barbados’, but in English communities,
where the system of local government is very much
different from that of Barbados. We must set our
house in order first, and one of the main things
before us is this question of authority. Tt must be
borne im mind that this is something that we have to
agree to. That people who live in remote areas
should be given an opportunity to live in areas
where they can get certain social amenities will be
agreed npon: but the hononrable junior member for
St. Joseph who lives in the country will tell you that
there are people living in remote areas today who
prefer to live in those areas for cconomie teasons.

T do not go in for exagecration. Sir. No school
child has to walk two miles in Barbados to fetch
water nunless a pipe 1s broken.

Mr. BARROW: At anvtime that the honoura-
Fle junior member for St. Peter wants to take a
drive with me T will take him to the pavish of St.
George and show him where voir ecan walk one mile
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going and one mile coming to fetch a bucket of
water,

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I know St. George bet-
ter than the honourable member does althougi he
happens to represent it. There is no place where
you have to walk two miles to get a bucket of water.

Mr. DEPUTY BSPEAKER: The honouvable
member said one mile going and onc coming.

Mr. . L. WALCOTT: You can multiply any-
thing i order to put your case. However, Sir, in
an Address of this nature, if we are willing to discuss
it calmly and logically we can do so. But it is not
fair to gibe the Government and to say that we are
not giving the question of Housing priority. This
Government, it is true, is not responsible for the
Belfield Scheme. But sinee that scheme has been
going this (Government has spent considerable sums
on IHousing. Any honourable member who takes
the trouble to look into the Hstimates will see the
revenue we get and the amount of it we spend on
social services. Then when you compare what is
spent on Housing with what is spent on other ser-
viees you ean ask yourselves whether it is true that
the (fovernment is wot paying any attention to
Housing.

Now some years ago the honourable junior
member for St. George had an Address passed in
the House asking the (Government to give considera-
tion to the question of Housing in agricultural dis
triets along with security of land tenure. Before
that can be implemented he comes along with the
Address that we are discussing today. e is askiue
the Government to survey the parish of St. Georg:e
Jike other parishes with a view to creating Housing
Schemes, self-help and otherwise. The other Address
dealt with the question of land tenure because the
burning question then was that. Government is at
present acting on that question in that a sub-com-
n{it’tee has been set up to investigate the problem of
giving seeurity to people who live in agrienltural
land; who rent plots of agrieultural land, and who
rent plots other than agricultural. That is still a
very important question, and it eannot he solved
easily, because people acquainted with the law say
that there is no model legislation that you ean
come to the House with and say ‘“this is the model
legislation you need for this problem you only have
to put it into “hape for vonr respective territorv ™"

The matter brings to light such important
questions as (1) Do you want to give everyone on
all lands the same security? (2) What is the posi-
tion of a man who rent- land for agricultural pur-
poses In comparison with that of a man who rents
land for a house spot? (3) Which of these two sets
of people need greater security? Those are ques-
tions that will have to engage the attention of the
Government. They cannot be settled in a day. We
are still fortunate in this island that we bhave some
people who are willing to give up some of their time
without payment and to offer their knowledee for
the benefit of legislation to be passed.

If you turn to the question of the ULabour
Welfare Fund, that again is an instance of where
Government made a decision even against the pop-
ular thing of the day. playing fields right and lef+.
Government decided to spend a portion of that
money on Housing. Now that the Government has
done that, T doubt that anyone could say that Gov
ernment has not tackled the matter with urgeney:
because if you look throughout the other West
Indian islands today no one can say that there is
any other island that has put the Labour Welfare
Fund to a better use, and as quickly as Barbados.
We are one of the first, if not the first island that
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started the Housing Project, and 1 think that the
charge against the Government that they have nou
given priority to this social problem is uncharitabls
and unfair. As a member of the Government I will
not allow any statement like that to go unchallenged:
because Iousing is one of the most important things
that a (Government ean see after, and this Govern-
ment has given it constant attention.

With regard to the question raised in this
Address, at one time the seconder of the motion
sald that there are people living in certain areas
not fit for human habitation; and at a later stage
he suggested that so far as land utilisation is con
cerned, you have to be careful that you do not
utilise your agricultural land in such a way as to
diminish your source of production. I would like
to say that that is one of the big problems that
we have to face in this island with the population
growth as it is, remembering that when children
are born you have to put them somewhere. That
is one of the headaches that this Government has,
and that any future Government will have—find-
ing decent accomodation for an island of this size
and population without diminishing your souree of
production of sugar. It is no easy thing. Of
course with a Town and Country Planning Officer
Government can go some way in helping to solve
this problem. Bui we should not lull ourselves into
the feeling that by giving people sites we ecan
settle this problem just like that, and there will
be no people living in these unfit areas, unless you
believe that the Government can by a stroke of
the pen nationalise all the land without compensa-
tion and give it to the people, so that you ean move
any people to any given area. Even if all the land
was government land vou would still find people
in areas not the most suitable because of this very
problem of agrieultural produetion.

If vou consider the history of this island in
relation to the plantation system you will find that
Darbados is unigne in this respect that you had
all these individual plantations existing in the
earlv centuries: and unlike other islands where
the people on the plantations lived in barracks, the
owners of plantations in Barbados made provisicn
for their labourers.

The other very difficult question is that of
roads. In a country of the size of Barbados we
have to maintain an expenditure on roads that is
unlike expenditure in any place of its size in the
British West Indies. If you go down Broad Street
you will find a number of roads that do not le‘ad
anywhere ; but the Government must of necessity
spend money on their upkeep, and the upkecp is
secoming a con iderable burden on Government’s
finances. Similarly in the country areas we also
Lave to face the problem of siting. You will see the
wording of the last part of the honourable member’s
Address. T would sayv that that part of the Address is
reasonable indeed, because T am sure that the mover
of the Address will bear in mind that planning is
the important thing in solving our housing prob-
tem. But I wounld like to ask the honourable jun-
jor member for St. George if he would prefer Gov-
ernment to postpone consideration of his iirst
Address and pay attention to this. Becanse he
can very well see that his first Address strikes at
the very root of the problem in which he is now
seeking to have adjustment made. We have first
to give people security of tenure, and the next
problem is for the Government to buy land -for all
the people in the island or give them the richt to
sav that the Government is the owner of all the
tand and vou need not rent land from private plax-

tations or investors.
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In Barbados it is known that the system of
freehold does not favour many of these attempts
to change the social outlook of the island, and
I will say that very few members are willing to
introduce in this island a system of leasehold which
will be more in keeping with their social aspira
tions. Most of us realise that, but few are bold
enough to tell the people that the freehold system
is not in the best interest of a community such as
Barbados with a redundant population and short-
age of land. Some people are against leasehold
because it takes away initiative. That is so; but
if there is no land to acquire initiative will be use-
less. That is one of the problems we have to face
in any community where the freehold system is patt
and parcel of the system you are dealing with. 1
am sure that if any honourable member were to
suggest to a peasant that it would not be in his
best interest to own g piece of land as freehold
but on long lease the peasant would feel that you
want to take away the land from him.

‘When Professor Shepherd came here that is
one of his observations which I agreed with. But
the love of the freehold system is endemic in the
social fabric of the Barbadian and I do mnot think
that anyone can get it out of him, I must empha-
sise, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that the Government
has been giving priority to Housing from the be-
ginning, and it continues to give attention to it. 1
kope that very soon the report of the sub-committes
which is studying other points raised by the hon-
ourable junior member for St. George will come
before the House and honcurable members will have
an opportunity to discuss it and legislation de-
signed to give greater security to agricultural work-
ers and tenants as a whole.

Mr. CRAWFORD:: Mr. Deputy Speaker —
I should 1like to make a short econtribution to this
<ebate. But before I begin I want to correct one
f the statements made by the last speaker. he
honourable member said that the ‘‘so-called” Labour
Government courted unpopularity by refusing io
continue spending Labour Welfare Funds on playing
fields when it was popular to do so, and insisted thac
some of the money should be spent on Housing.

Perhaps the honourable member’s memory is
not quite good on this point; because the decision
to expend Labour Welfare Funds on playing fields
wag the policy of the Government.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: On a point of order,
Sir, I do not know if the honourable member was
listening to what I said. I said that the Govern-
ment courted unpopularity because it did not spend
more money on playing fields.

Mr. CRAWFORD: That is what I am saying.
The honourable member went on to say that the
Government had decided instead of spending more
money on playing fields to spend it on housing.
But it was the Government’s policy that what
was not spent on playing fields should be invested
abroad. Because the amount of money which acerned
to the fund could not be all spent on playing fields.
Therefore in 1949 the Government brought down &
Bill to amend the Sugar Industry Price Stabilization,
Rehabilitation and Labour Welfare Aict, to permit
them to invest abroad fundg which were not speedily
required and which were accruing to Labour Wel-
fare Funds. In the meantime the Vestries were main-
taining an insistent clamour for some of this money
to be spent on Housing for sugar estate workers.

Mr. ¥. L. WALCOTT: I wag speaking as a
member of the present Government. If the honour-
able member is speaking of what was Government’s
rolicy when he was a member of the Government 3

cannot answer for him. We were never on the
Gtovernment together.

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1f the honourable member
is referring to when I was a member of the Executive
he knows very well that we had no funds aceruing
to a Labour Welfare Fund. As a matter of fact 1
do not even think there was a Labour Welfare Fund
in existence then. What I am talking about is the
policy of the Government of which he is a member
with regard to money accruing to the Liabour Wel-
fare Fund.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: ls the honourahle
member trying to relate the Labour Welfare Fund
to the purpose of this Address?

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am not trying to do that,
I am merely trying to correet a misapprehension on
the part of the last speaker apout the spending of th-
Labour Welfare Fund on Housing. I am saying that
in 1949 when the Liabour Welfare Fund had money
aceruing to it at a very rapid rate—faster than t
could be expended on playing fields—the Govern-
ment decided to send down a Bill to give them
euthority to invest these funds abroad.

The Vestries throughout the island were carry-
ing on much agitation that money from the Labour
Welfare Fund should be spent on Housing; the Ves.
tries of St. Joseph, St. Andrew, St. John and every-
one of them. If you refer to the newspaper reporvis
you will see that week after week every rural vestry in
the island was demanding and insisting that Govern-
raent should spend some of this money on Housing.
It was not that the planters on these Vestries were
interested in the housing of agricultural workers,
but because thev wanted to relieve themselves of the
burden of making continuous loans to sugar workers
for the repairs to and construction of their houses.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: T would be glad
if the honourable member did not continue on thar.

Mr. CRAWFORD: T merely want to mention
that this decision to spend Labour Welfare monev
on Housing was the result of the insistence from
the planters on the vestries for the reason I have
mentioned.

In any question of improving housing facilities
for workers in the Sugar Industry, the important
thing is first and foremost to make more of the land
m this island available to the people who want o
build houses or repair them. And that is why as
the honourable senior member for St. Peter has
said vou find the Order Paper of this House cluttered
with Addresses dealing with land tenure. That
has been the position for the last ten or twelve years.
Anyone who comes into this Chamber and is inter-
ested in Housing realises that it is more or less closely
linked up with the question of land distribution. You
cannot get people to build a more durable type oi
house unless they have some security of land holding.

That, Sir, is why as far back as 1940 when the
late Mr. Gordon Rose went down on the Simon Boli-
var [ was asking the Government to acquire his es-
tates in St. Thomas in order to make more of the
land in the country available to the workers for
agricultural and housing purposes. In more recent
days I have suggested that some limit should be
placed on the maximum amount of land which any
individual or company should be allowed to own in
a small island like this in order to make more land
available to the working classes both for agricultural
operations and, of course, for housing purposes, and
for any other recreational and social purposes that
the Government might think fit to devote it to.

Whenever vou start, and if ever you start ta
tackle this question of rehousing the working classes
you are bound to come up against the big stumbling
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block of land. Almost all the Jand bordering the
main highways is owned and controlled by the planta
tions of the island, and the inacce:sibility of many of
the tenantries that have been referred to is due to
the fact that the plantations, mterested in utilising
every inch of land for agricultural purposes, pushed
the workers into the oulhes in the interior or any
part of the estate Where land could not he eultivated
Regardless of the inaccessibility of these places, re
gardless of their distance from services like water,
Lght and transport, the plantations pushed the
workers back into the gullies as long as they could
get every square foot available for agricultural pur
poses,

On many occasions I have driven through this
island with strano"ers to the island, and they always
ask you ‘‘Where does the large populd+ on of Bar-
bados live?’’ You can drive for miles without seeing
a single house although the country is supposed to
be over-populated. The answer is that they live in
the remote interior. You can leave Boarded Hall on
the way to St. Philip and for over a mil: you cannot
find a single house. Only sugar cane. DBut if you
leave the main road and go about three quarters of
« mile in, in some little bog where the (dcctor cannot
reach and where you have to bring the corpse in the
coffin out to the hearse in the main road, far from
any eivilized utilities and services you will find the
W orkmg class people; the people who labour on the
sugar estates.

That is one of the reasons why we have to spend
so much money on these miles and miles of sub-arte-
rial roads; because ag the social conscionsness of the
people awakens they become more articulate in de
mwanding at least the elementary social necessities,
and you have to spend this tremendous sum of money
to build roads to get into every little village and
tenantry in these remote parts of the various parishes.
We could. save a lot of money on road repairs if we
acquired some of the more ideally situated land,
from the point of view of accessibility alung the main
Lighways, and abandoned some of thess tenantries;
then much of the money which you have constantly
10 spend in keeping in repair and constitcting some
of these tenantry roads would no longer be mneeded.
You would then remove the people and ve-site them
ont plots along the main highways.

In the parish which I represent there are nuia-
bers of tenantries with miles of tracks, and my col-
league and 1 have been repeatedly asked by the
people ‘‘what about our roads, when are we going
to have them repaired?’” I can think of six tenan
tries right now where it would pay the pavochial aun-
thorities muech better to underwrite the entire cost
of moving the people and abandoning these tenan-
tries than to start makine roads and keepimg them
in repair. That, T believe, is something 1o which we
should pay immediate attention.

In a community in which you have adult suf-
frage the people will demand their clementary
rights. If the people live on cliffs 2,000 feet above
sea level or in gullies 1.000 feet below, it is not their
fault; thev have been forced to live theve. It is a
matter of necessity. But the people feel that you
must bring the amenities of civilisation to them.
That is why I feel it would be better to remove them
to places where these amenities can be cacily extend-
ed to them rather than to spend a lot of money on
carrying the amenities to them where they live now.

One further point in reply to thc¢ honourable
seitior member for St. Peter: H» claimed that in Bar-
bados the expenditure for hous'ne under the Labour

‘Welfare Fund is so to speak superior t¢ any in the

British West Indies; that the faecilities which our

labourers get under this Fund are incomparable to
those extended elsewhere under a similar authority.

Mr. ¥. L. WALCOTT : I think that the hon-
ourable member is paraphrasing what I said and he
has not quite got the point. I was speaking from
the point of view of time since the Fund was initi-
ated, and 1 said that in no other island had the Fund
been made better use of as quickly.

Mr. CRAWFORD : 1 am glad that the honour-
able member has cleared up the point, because Brit-
ish Guiana has gone ahead of us. In that colony
they are lending out money from this Fund no less
fast than we are today. They had the same disputes
we had here. You take money from the Rehabilita-
tion Fund and you give it to the factories as a free
gift. The question was why not also give the labour-
ers money as a free gift from the Labour Welfare
Fund.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : I have given the
honourable member some latitude. He said he would
not attempt to relate the Labour Welfare Scheme to
the present Address. I think that he has dealt with
it sufficiently in its irrelevancy.

Mr. CRAWFORD : I do not intend to infringe
your ruling, Sir, I merely wanted to clarify some
misapprehensions which might exist. The only way
that we can see this question as a whole is to approach
it from the right perspective. That is to say, that
when you thlnk of rural housing today, you have to
think in terms of the Labour \Velfare Fund. As a
matter of faet if you turn to the Five Year Plan you
will see that the entire question of the expenditure
cf Government funds on housing has been influenced
to a great extent by the existence of the Labour Wel-
fare Fund. In other words the existence of govern-
ment funds on IHousing has been infinitesimal purely
on account of the existence of the Labeur Welfare
Fund.

I should like now to make this final cbservation.
Although Barbados may have started spending
money from the Labour Welfare Fund before the
other—

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The honourable
member insists on referring to the Labouar Welfare
Fund. As I interpret the Address it is something
cver and above the Labour Welfare Fund.

Mr. CRAWFORD : I agree entirely with Your
Honour, although, in the actual application of the
principles or proposals suggested you will find that
it is a case of Government applying these principles
on the basis of the Labour Welfare Fund. Whatever
vou start to do along these lines you will find that
vour policy will be influenced by the qucstion of the
amount of money in the Labour Welfare Fund.

Since the Labour Welfare Fund is so closely
linked with Housing, it is almost impossible to dis-
cuss in any way comprehensively, one, without touch-
ing inecidentally on the other. All that T am saying
i that if we arve interested in improving the housing
of agricultural workers in the rural areas, give them
what help they need both from Governmient Funds
and from anv other funds which exist fer the pur-
pose. But in advancing money to them it would be
well to consider doine what some of the other colonies
are doine todav.

In British Guiana the agricultural workers pay
1o interest on loans from the Labour Welfare Fund.
In Barbados thev pav interest. Again in British
Guiana they get a special rebate for repayment of
the loan within a specified period. So that conces-
giong to the people of British Guiana werk out far
more advantageously than to the people here.

Whenever we begin to think, Sir, in terms of
affording the maximum assistance to sugar workers
in the rural aveas, we have to ask ourselves how will
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we get the necessary aioocunt of land.  Ave we golng

to expropriate land holdings? Or are we going
to purchase estates on the market? Or wre we going

to adopt the suggestion which was advaiesd by some
land experts, but which I do not think will even be
the policy of Barbados—the question of leasehold?

The last suggestion wiil never be popiiar 1 this
island, and for obvious reasons. It will not be popular
it for no other reason than the fact that land hunger
iin Barbados will die haid. In this colony more than
it any other colony iun these parts the people have
been denied of the possibility of owning their own
land. They have a hunger for land of thelr owa that
the passing of eenturies will not be able to eradiecate.
Bven today wore thap irds of o dand
owned by plantations. A few dozen sugar concerns
own more than two-thivds of the entire arable aere-
age of the island.

After emancipation of the slaves there was 1o
land settlement here as in Jamaica, Dominica, St.
Lucia and other colonies. 'The plantations were de-
prived of the labour of the slaves but they Lept the
land. And in the years following ewancipation
rothing has been done to make more of {he land in
vie country avatlable to move of the popalation. It
is true that estates go into the market for sale but
they just go around in a cirele—irom one company to
another. That is why the cconomie position of the
ruling elasg in B3 arbados remains almost on tively -
shakeable recardlesg of the political complexion of the
Govermiweat i puwer.  Tue greater portion of the
land remains in the hands of the same paople.

Now, Sir, my views on this questiot of land ean
be well known by veference to the Order Papers of
the House.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAXER : | think that the
lonourable member is getting on now to = land set-
tiement scheme rather than to a housing scheme.

Mr. CRAWFORD : [ said from the beginning
that the question of housing is indissolubly linked up
with the question of land settlernent. You ecanmot
tackle it properly unless at the same time von tackle
the question of land owncrship.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The honourable
member is aware that the Government can acquire
land compulsorily.

Mr. CRAWIEFORD : tf Your Honcur will per-
mit me to make a passing reference to an Address
which T had on the Order Paper some years ago, the
first point that I made was that people c¢annot be ex-
peeted to constritet howses in stone as leng as there
was no security of land tenure. You are wasting
time and money if you are merely rehousing people
cn existing sites and under existing condmon\ You
have to begin to acquire land in the various parts
of the island. T think that we will be starting on
the wrong foot if we think merely in terms of
Fousing without at the same time thinking in terms
of sites for those houses.

In the Address whieh T tabled some time ago 1
made it perfectly clear that we were not getting the
most out of the expenditure on housing teday for the
simple reason that most of the repairs and construe-
tion are being done out of materials imported into
the colony. Within a very short while e will have
spent over two million dollars on housing under the
Labour Welfare Fund alone. Nearly every cent of
it has been spent on wooden houses which means that
the greater part of that money is ooing out of the
country. Tf we waut to benefit from the exnenditure
of this monev we shonld see to it that locally manu-
factured materials are utilised 1o the maximum ex-
tent. There is no point in giving this money to the
manufacturers in Canada. Tet us utilise the possi-
Lility of using more of our own block stones. Even

[ASYINAY iy

wlien you build of cement blocks it means that tens
of thousands of bags are coming into the country
every year. But if you used block steme it would
mean that you are expanding your owi econony with
tite money from the Fund. But you canuot use block
stone unless you have land. that is why I said that
the guestion oi housiug and that of land setilement
ave mdissolubiy linked up.

L will say no more at this stage except to try te
impress upon the Government the mportance of con-
ducting efficicnt nvestigations into the possibility of
thie abandonment of some of these highly inaceessible
tenantries, removing the people who live there and
saving money which this and future generations
would have to spend on repairing the roads of these
maceessible tenantries. You will be at the same time
waking it more possibie for people all over the istand
to obtain the social amenities which those who now
live in the move fortunat:. areag can so readily en-
Jjov.

Mro VACGILAN . Mr. Deputy Speaker—I do not
mteid to be as loug ag the last speaker. § will begin
by saying that 1 think that we muke a mistake by
classing all these tenantries togeiher. There are
several types of tenantries,

There are gully tenantries—a blo® on the island.
They should Be abolished during the tenure of a gov-
ern nent that claims it is iInterested in the people.
"here is no excuse at all for the continued existence
of gully ‘enuntries. Then there are other tenantries
ke Drrax 1iall, a little off the beaten track, but nos
inaccessible. What is needed in tenantrieg like that
18 the introduction of such amenities as water and
prop.r roads. There are other tfenantries which 1
will term “peasant tenantries’’ to which the residents
are ticd by the actual ownership of cultivated land.
Tt would be almost impossible to abolish those tenan-
tries or to do anything with them but to give them
roads and water.

Now, Sir, there is a big tenantry ealled Kendal
in St. John which is completely isolated. As near as
it is to Cliff Tenantrv it ig a most difficult matter to
wet from one to the other.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER- I will draw to the
attention of the honourable: member that this Address
dealy with St. George only.

Mr VAUGHAN: T am making a motion that it
Le amended to cover all parishes of the island. How-
ever, Sir, | repeat that there are ome tenantries
whieh should be abolished, and others which should
be eiven proper social amenities. There are also cer-
tain tenantries oceupied by agrieultural workerg whose
createst need is lack of security of tenure. It is very
wrong that in this almost 21st eentury a person has
the power to give a peasant a week’s or two weeks’
notice to leave a certain locality where perhaps he
}*as lived all his life. That is something which [

think all West I'ndian Governments should do their
b(-nst to remove.

With those two points. Sir, T endorse the Ad-
dress; but T think it a mistake to classify all
tenantries under one head.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I want to
support this Address. T was pleasantly surprised
last week when a letter ecame to the Vestry of St.
Andrew and other vestries asking them to give their
views on a housing scheme. T was extremely pleased
+c see it hecause one very seldom gets anything on a
high-level in these days from the present government.
To my mind. the question is very important. Day
after day I drive through the parlsh which T repre-
sent, and T see houses in most inaccessible places,
and in that parish there are owners of land wtho
would be ¢lad to sell proper sites if the Government
would take steps to acquire them. I am hoping that

is
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this Address will not be forgotten as it is of a very
important nature.

I agree with the houourable junior member for
St. Jolm that all parishes should be included in
the Address. 1 do not think there is need to say
anything more. ‘The matter has been very earefully
threshed our, and I consider it a very urgent matter.
1 beg to second the amendment moved by the honour-
able junior member for St. John.

Mir. MILLER: Mr. Deputy Speaker—I will
accept the amendment. L+ does not muke .y
difference one way or the other. The scheme that
I am suggesting in my Address is being carried out
in St. Michael and St. Luey. Although my Address
may appear to be parvehial, it is not. It seems that
gsome people get up to debate an Address without
baving paid the mover the courtesy of reading it.
1 am accepting the amendment; it does not matter
as long as tne peopie will benefit. A rose called by
airy other name is just as sweet.

Thi: Address bas been confused with another
one that I had passed some time ago. 'There is no
sunilarity. The first Address dealt with the gnpestion
of giviny security of temure to those who rent land
for agricultural purposes and for bouse-spois. Peoju-
do need that ~ecurity. You are expected to put your
Eonse on your back in seven days liko a piano. The
tenantry idea has come down from the old plantation
slave yard where the slaves wore herded toeother i
come place far enongh from the nlantation that ihe
cwners would not have to stand the stench and
suffering of those slaves. They were put into vullies.
1 ain asking that all that he changed now. In other

West Tndian islands the land guestion was handhbod

GHfevently after the emancipation of the <laves.
Nothing was done in Barbados.

Tiet us examine St. Andrew whieh is represented
by the last honourable member who spoke on that
Address. He has tenants who have teo elimb lke
goats to reach their houses. There is nothing wrong
with my Address, Sir, and T hope that it will be im-
plemented by the Government.

Mr. Deputy Speaker— all T am askine in this
Addvess i« that the rab land that borders the
public highways should be acquired for individuals
who live in the back distriets of St. Georee or in the
other parvishes. This Address is entirely different
from the first which T bronght to this TTouse.  Sir, |
am really interested in the people, cspecially those
of myv constituency who expect me to ficht a cause
iike this. There in those back villages of St. George,
<on will find the entire lot of wooden houses being

enclosed with palings of conch-shells and three-gill
Lottles. ' '
(A VOICE): That ig wvery ornamental, I
believe,
Mr. MILLER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, that hon-
curable member 1is viewing this condition with

; something to provoke launghter. But Sir,
aeain. all T am asking is that the hbnourable Junio
Member for St. Peter read this Address onee more
and he will see that all T seek to get done is what has
heen done in St. Michael., but on a more restricted
scale.  As vou know, with the plantation system of
renting land to peasants and agricultural workers,
none of them can buv a stone and put it under the
Louse they live in. Obviously. this system is main-
tained because the peasant must always be at the
mercy of the plantation owner. Tt can thus be seen
that all T seek to give these people, by the implementa-
+ion of the terms of this Address, i~ a chance to live
in an areg where they can enjoy some comforts of
life.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will say' no more
T am satisfied that honourable members will view this

ridieule;

Address in its true perspective and will pass it. 1
will then Jive in hope that in the not distant future
these things which the Address seeks to implement
but which seem impossible to some honourable ment-
Lers will come to pass. .

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I did
not intend to speak on this matter, but in view of
ihe honourable Junior Member for St. George having
mwade reference to zoning and hearing that he as a
prlantation owner has given some of his tenants notice
to quit, I rise to ask him whether what I have heard
1 a fact. I heard that sometime last week he served
some of his tenant: with notices to get off his laud.

Mr. MILLER: Sir,—knowing the honourable
Junior Member for Christ Church as I do, T know that
he is not given to making statementg unless he can
vouch for the accuracy of them, sio T hasten to tell
the honourable member thai his statement is in-
accurate and that I have given 1o man any notice
to move his house off any land which I possess.

Mr. GODDARD: 1 thank the honourable mem-
e fer his information. [ am very glad to hear him
«av that. | was hoping that what I heard was niot so.

My SMITTI: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—IHearing
the honourable Junior Mermber for St. George make
reference to people having houses with palings of
conch-shells and empty bottles, it somewhat leads me
to believe that the honourable member is making sport
and is not altogether serioug of the passing of this
Address. T do not think anything like that should
nave crept into his speech. However, relative to
this Address. it is a fact that many villages in the
rural parishes are situated in the back of large cane
rields. Being an undertaker, I know of certain
ires where one must drive about a half mile in
from the public highway before he reaches the par-
tieular village. But I think the question 1s: Are
these people who live in these backward arcas willing
io leave?! Nome of these people have told me that
if they could just get water in the village, they would
not want to leave it, because when they are taken
alongside the public highway, they would have no
where to tether their stocks; they would have fto do
away with keeping stocks. It ig g fact that many
of those people do not wish to leave those villages
Lecause they earn money by raising livestock and
the places where they live are conducive to such a
calling. If Government acquires rab land near the
public highway for them, Government will only be
able to rent them one house spot and that would not
be enough to raise- even one sheep. Yet, I do know
that there are some of these people who would like
to get out of those places.

T would therefore sound the warning that before
Government does anything in the matter, it wouid
find out from the people whio live in the particular
village whether they want to leave and see whether
tiic number wishing to do so would justify the
venture, 1 feel that if Government can carry the
water main in the particular districts, the people
would feel more happy. Water is the burning ques-
tion to them.

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I too
endorse the ‘terms of this Address and believe that
it is also the desire lof the majority of honourable
members of this Chamber to support it. I would
like to state that within recent weeks I had the idca
of bringing in an Address more or less along similax
lines. I can say with a great degree of certainty
that this Address represents the wishes of the majority
5f members of this Chamber and no matter what
defence may be attempted by Government, it knows
that it must tackle this problem. T know that Gov-
srment is paying some attention to this matter, but
the majority of us feel that it is not dealt with as
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expeditiously as we would like. We know that the
sum of $500,000 has been set aside from the Labour
Welfare Fund for rural development and alread-
Government is asking for suggestions by a notice 1
Lave seen in the Press of how that money should be
spent. These suggestions are to be sent to the
Acting Financial Secretary or to the Colonial Seecre
iary’s Office.

I view this Address as an indication of the man
ner in which members of this Chamber feel that this
money from the Labour Welfare Fund should be

spent. We are asking that Government instead of
establishing more playing fields and providing

amenities for people who have no settled place to
Iive; who have no security of tenure and who umde:
the old plantation system were granted certain facili
ties but who are victimised nowadays; that Govern
ment would earmark this money for rural develop
ment to be spent in providing security of tenure for
these people by the establishment 'of housing schemes.
We are hoping that Government would initiate such
schemes in every parish.

I am hoping that the terms of this Address will
be implemented because it expresses the desire of
the majority of members of this Chamber. It seems
to me that Government should do away with the
appointing of committees with legal technicalities
to study this matter and act with more promptitude
by spending this money at once on the purchasing
of rab land near to main roads for this purpose. 1
feel that no amount of legal terminology can solve
this problem; it can ounly be solved in a practical
manner by Government taking up the money it has
in hand and spending it on acquiring these areas
of rab land to the frount. I would also say that Gov-
ernment shonld act first in the districts where pres-
sure is being brought to bear on the tenants of that
area. I think that the sooner Government realises
that no fanciful bits of legislation regarding security
of tenure can be devised with such.skill as to get
around this difficult question, will be the better. The
sooner Government sets out to acquire these bits
of rab land for the people, the quicker would this
problem be solved and relief be brought to these
thousands of village dwellers who are suffering from
not only security of tenure but the lack of necessary
amenities of life.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question i3
that this Address as amended do now pass. Hon-
ourable members in favour will please say ‘‘Aye”’
and those against will please say ““No’’. T think
the ‘“Ayes’’ have it. T will ask the honourable mem
bers for St. George to present this Address to His
Excellency.

Mr. MILLER: As Your Honour pleases.

Mr. BARROW: As Your Honour pleases.

Dr. CUMMINS: T beg to move that this House
do now adjourn for half an hour.

Mr. BrvanN seconded the motion which was
agreed to, and Mr. DEpuTYy SpEARFR adjourned the
House accordingly-

On re-assembling.

ADDRESS RE GRANTING OF SCHOLARSHI.P’S
TO COMMEMORATE CORONATION OF
H.M. QUEEN ELIZABETH

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of
the Day under Private Members’ Business stands
in the name of the honourable Junior Member for
St. Michael to move the passing of an Address to
His Excellency the Governor relating to the grant-
ing of scholarships to commemorate the Coronation
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—This Ad-
dress reads as follows:—

The House Of Assembly
To
His Euxcellency The Acting Governor

The House of Assembly begs to inform Your
Excellency of its desire to commemorate the Coro-
nation of Her Most Gracious Sovereign Queen Eliza-
beth II by granting of ten (10) Scholarships for
Boys and Girls born of Barbadian parents in strait-
ened cirecumstances.

2. The House of Assembly further desires that
these Coronation Scholarships should cover the
istand and therefore sunggests that one each be ten-
able at the following Government Aided Schools—
Harrison College, Lodge School, Combermere, Cole-
ridge and Parry, Allevne School, Boys’ Foundation,
Queen’s College, St. Michael Girls, Alexandria and
Foundation Girls.

3. The House of Assembly therefore requests
Your Excellency to take immediate steps to imple-
ment this Address.

Sir, This Address readily recommends itself to
honourable members and I anticipate it will get an
easy passage in this Chamber. This Address will
serve a two-fold purpose. It will be a fitting way
of commemorating the Coronation of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth IT and at the same time, it will
provide additional educational facilitieg for those whc
because of the limitations of the parents, but who
weuld benefit from such facilities, must be consid-
ered as most deserving. I think we all would agree
that this 1s a good gesture to mark the Coronation
of Queen Elizabeth I1. The signs of the times in-
dicate that the reign of Queen Ilizabeth IT will be
an important era in the history of the British Com-
monwealth, perhaps, in the history of the world. We
know what burden rests on the shoulders of Queen
Elizabeth 1T in the carryving out of the duties of
her office, but vet. the ease and confidence with which
she has taken up the reins of office augurs well for
the future. In granting these scholarships, 1 feel
we would be following in line with the desire ex-
pressed by Her Majesty in her Christmas Message
to her peoples. Tn granting these scholarships, we
would be providing opportunity for some boys and
girls who might never be able to get this facility
without this aid and by which they may be able
to make their contributions towards a better world
during this reign of Queen Elizabeth. TIn this age,
we need men and women of ability and it is possi-
ble that the granting of these scholarships may pro-
dnee politicians, statesmen, a Prime Minister or even
a Governor-General of the West Indies. By the
granting of these scholarships, we might also be
able to produce womien who benefitting therefrom,
might become queens in their own right.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, As T have said at the be
ginning, this Address recommends itself to honour-
able members, therefore it is not my intention to
sayv very much although much can be said. This
Address needs no poster. T therefore formally move
that this Address do ncw pass.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Deputy Speaker—In
seconding this motion, which T do now, I must con-
gratulate the honourable Junior Member for St.
Michael on the statesmanlike approach to this mat
tar for instead of acting as some mere varochially
mwinded person when they come from a particular par-
ish to deal with only things pertaining to that partic-
vlar parish, thig honourable member surveys the en-
tire island and makes provision in hig Address for a
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scholarship at each of the Secondary Schools in this
island, no matter where that school may be sited. 1
trust that certain honourable members wint tollow
that example and realise that the age of ine purely
parochial politician is over.

However much, Sir, may have been spent on
cducation, I feel that one cannot spend too much. It
may well be that very slight minor adjustments might
be made to the phraseology of this address. Frankly,
1 would have preferred if the honourable introducer
of this Address had not in the first line used the
word ‘‘beg,”” but the substance of the Address is so
good and the nature of it is so wide and valuable
that I will refrain from appearing to quibble aboui
trifles. I lay claim to a certain amount of expei-
ience in the educational set-up of this colony owing
to the fact that I happen to be an active member on
Governing Bodies of certain of these schools. As
one who is so engaged, I feel that the least and low-
¢st educated in this community are keen on having
secondary education for their children even if they
cannot afford to do so. I would therefore sound a
warning now that these scholarships should be
granted to the fullest extent becaute if we grant
scholarships and the parents cannot provide the
necessary books, the children would not be able to
get the fullest benefit from them. You only have
to look at the terminal reports of the teachers at
these schools which in many cases state that such a
¢hild would do much better if he or she had the
neceszary text hook.

Now, Sir, the only thing in this Addre:s with
which 1 find fault, if fault is to be found, is that the
number of scholarships asked for is rather small cou-
sidering the clamour for scholarships such as these.
Fven if because of the number of schools at which the
honourable member is asking for scholarships, Gov-
ernment would think the number extravagant, the
honourable member has put the number at each
«zhool at the irreducible minimum — one scholar-
ship for each secondary school in this island. Ii
the honourable member would have no objection, 1
would suggest that instead of the word ‘‘beg’’ in lin2
1. that the words ‘‘respectfully wishes’’ be substi-
tuted therefor. ‘‘Her Most Gracious Sovereign
Queen Elizabeth II’’ in line 2 and 3 seems rather
redundant and I think it would ‘be better to omit
that phrase and substitute ‘‘Her Most Gracious
Majesty.”’ )

Mr. Deputy Speaker,— I cannot imagine that
there will be one dissenting voice to this Address
and I know that Government will have no difficulty
in understanding what is required to be done in this
Address. As a matter of fact, T think I had better put
it more strongly by saying what we are demanding
it to be done. According to the suggestions I have
made as to the possible slight change in the phrase-
ology, Sir, T heartily support this Address. Ag I have
said, there is nothing more important to us than to
have education and more education. There is stiii
a large mnumber of children leaving elementary
schools of this island who are unable to avail them-
selves of further education because of the lack of
free secondary education which their ability and
antitude entitle them and of which the financial posi-
tion of their parents robs them. When we pass this
Address today, T am sure this will be the one thine
which we will be happy in passing and which we wi]}
he unanimous as we did early today when we passea
another Address which dealt with the subject of the
Coronation of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth TI.

Mr. MAPP : Mr. Deputy Speaker,— Tn respect
of the celebrations locally of the Coronaf(ion.of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, T am sure it will come

as a breath of fresh air to find that we arc proposing
1o spend money on something tangible rather than on
fireworks and the other celebrations which we are
going to witness in the coming week. “When it is
stressed that we are spending $75,000 on our, Festiv-
ities, I think that a suggestion iike this rather saves
he day so far as this House is concerncd.

Sir, I am sorry no member of the Government
is in his place to listen to me, but I would like to
suggest so far as Coronation Year is concerned——if
we may apply that term to this Year of Grace,
1953,—that not only should we grant more scholar-
ships, but that Government will do a spring clean-
ing so far as education in this colony is concerned.
I do not intend to wander out of the ambit of this
motion, but I feel, Sir, that it would be folly to
award more scholarships to schools in this colony
at a time when the holders of scholarships cannot
take the best advantage of them because of the lack
of any proper direction so far as education is con-
cerned. It is for this reason that I would prefer a
spring cleaning before awarding more scholarships.
I would like to see some of the cobweb which en-
tangles education m Barbados at present cleaned
out. I think the best way we can begin is by send-
ing the Director of Education to the Mother Coun-
1ry for a Coronation holiday. Everyday is it becom-
ing more and more apparent that there is no policy
in our education; there is nothing positive going on;
there is a lack of direction and a woeful neglect
in putting right the things which have gone wrong
in the Education Department of this island. Not
long ago, I asked questions concerning the new
school at Richmond and the replies which I received
to these questions are amazing. They show up the
ignorance—if I may use such a strong word—that
pervades the direction of our educational affairs in
this island. One of the answers stated that the
Richmond School would teach boys and girls to take
a sense of pride in their work. Sir, this is the first
time that I have heard that you build a sehool to
teach boys to take pride in their work. In the past,
Sir, there were headmasters who although being
paid infinitesimal salaries as to what are received
today, took so much pride in the boys of their school
that they instilled in them all the sense of pride
that you can wish in those youths. They were
taught to do their work thoroughly whether in
school or out of sehool; but today you have to build
a big schoel to get that done. I think under these
conditions it is a waste of time and energy and
meney to award more scholarships. I am not fin-
ished on this subject; but I will not say any more
on it now. Had it not for the fact that the replies
to my questions having been laid on the Table of
this House just before the Session came to a close,
I would have been able to discuss this matter at
greater length. [ shall however wait a more oppor-
tune time.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I, like the honourable sec-
onder of this motion, feel that ten scholarships are
1ot enough esnecially if you take into consideration
the number of boys and girls who are knocking at
the doors of secondary schools and who stand n
reed of such opportunity. But, Sir, T am reluctant
to make any motion to add to this number because
as I have expressed already, I feel strongly that we
are wasting money in our educational policy. I
feel this House should set apart a special day to
deal with our educational system and, if necessarv,
pass a motion in case ministerial status takes too
long to come to be sent on to the Secretary of State
for the Colonies demanding the removal of the pres-
ent Director of Education, or for a Commission of
Enquiry into our educational system.
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Sir, I would suggest to the honourable mover
of this motion that he insert the words “at least”
before the number “ten” in line 3 so that it would
read “by the granting of at least ten (10) scholar-
ships”. This would wmean that ten would be the
minimum Government should award, but could
award more than ten.

Sir, I am sorry that I cannot move a motion te
add to this Address “that this House would appre
ciate in Coronation Year having a full enquiry into
the educational policy of this island or the lack of
it.”” 1 think this enquiry is long overdue
I think the Government will be well adviseo
if in the near future it does something about it. 1
repeat that you either remove the present Director
of Education or the Government set about at once
in having a Commission of Enquiry into the policy
of education. We are certainly not even marking
time, because you are either going forward in your
educational policy or you are slipping back.

Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker—I] am pre
pared to accept the suggestions of the honourable
Senior member for St. Lucy and that of the honour
able Senior Member for St. Thomas.

Mr. " ALMA : Sir, I too would like to support
the terms of this Address, more especially in view
of the fact that this will be the only action on the
part of the Government which will in time prove
to be of a permanent and lasting nature. What !
do mean is that after the illumination: and devcor
ations to prove our loyvalty to Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth IT on her Coronation are over scholars:.ip«
such as these, if implemented and awarded to each
of the secondary schools in thig island to deserving
boys and girls will in the future hold lasting memory
of this Coronation Year. It is not enough in this
vear of grace, 1953, to celebrate the (oronation of
Her Majesty with bunting and flags and things, of
that nature, therefore, it is for *that veason that 1
welcome this Address and would support its pass
mg. I regard any money spent in this direction as
money well spent and to the good of the future
generation as a whole.

In so far as the general educational policy of
this island is concerned, I do not intend to entes
in that atmosphere of the debate tonight but T will
say en passant that the question of attempting to
establish a secondary; school along lines of the Rich
niond School gives a picture of the confused trend
of thought that is prevailing so far as secondary
education is concerned. Without attemipting to
decry the Riehmond School, its educational poliey
is meither one thing or the other. It was created in
a confused atmosphere and therefore must have a
confused policy. (Cheers). If that Sir is an in-
dication of our educational policy, it means that
our educationists or the one responsible for direct
ing our policy of education have no real sincere
desire for facilitating secondary education in the
proper way it should be, but is merely ereating an
atmosphere in which confusion must eventually
arise and must exist in the minds of the populace,
especially those who will have the disadvantage of
passing through the present institutions of learning
because they are neither secondary nor primary. |
think that these modern institutiong are only going
to retard progress. However, T will not elaborate
on that point any longer. I will only say at this
stage that whoever is responsible for this laxity,
whether it be the present Director of Education or
his predecessor, Mr. Hayden, whom I know started
this confusion, that they will realise that it is high
time to see that it is workine to the detriment of the
yvouth of this colony and T hope that this present

Labour Government would soon look into the policy
and have it revised.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: 1 heartily endorse
the termy of this :Address as moved by tue honoura-
ble junior member for, St. Micuael and 1 hope that
Government will not take a cheese-paring policy but
that it will see it instead of granting one :cholarsnip
to each of these schools will see fit to grant two schoi-
arshipg at each. When you compare the $75,000 which
is being spent in decorations and illuminations, i1t wl
take probably about 50 years or longer before that
$75,000 will be utilised in the granting of twenty
scholarships of this nature. I do not think anyone
would say that there is no necessity for these schol-
arships. I remember quite well that there was an
Addre-s which was moved on the floor of this House
for the putting into effect of free secondary educa-

tion in this island. 1 think that Address was movel

by Your Honour or that you voiced sentiments in
agreement with it. I feel confident that if Your
Fonour were not occupying that distingui:hed pos:-
tion, but were oceupying another seat, you would
be very forceful in seeing that this Address be passed.

Sir, with these remarks, I am hoping that not
only would Government grant ten scholarships but
twice that number and with free books and every-
thing else that will help the scholar to take the best
advaatage of the facilities offered him.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I[ am
sure you would excuse me if T strike a strange note
white speaking on this iAddress. May I ask why
should an .\ddress of this sort be brought to this
House by a member of the Government Party?
When one considers that this Address ig asking for
ten Cloronation  Scholarships and then remembers
that in the Manifesto of the Labour Party which
forms the present (overnment that the Party
promised free Secondary Fducation, one can easily
coe that this Address speaks against the statement
in the Manifesto. While T sympathise with the
honourable Junior Member for St. Michael because
of hix good intention which caused him to move this
Address vet T cannot refrain from observing the
irrecularity of an Address of this nature.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Does the honourable
iacmber mean irregularity ?

Mr. ALLDER: Sir. it does appear to me an
irregularity but T shall say instead that T cannot
vefrain from observing the incompagibility of an
Address of this rort with the polieyv of the Govern-
ment as s contained in its manifesto. 1 daresay
+hat the public has read it or listened to the promises
by the Labour Party of free Secondary Education,
therefore, this Address means that the promise of
free secondary eduecation has been thrown to thd
winds and beeause of that, the honourable mover of
it in his wisdom is forced to bring this soother to
this Chamber for approval.

What T did hope to see Sir, but which T regret
has not taken place is that the honourable member
m his zeal has not done  justice to the branch of
education which needs more sympathy than this
branch which is proposed in higy Address. T would
prefer instead of the granting of ten scholarships
to secondary schools to see him suggest ten additional
hursaries to each of the recognised trades.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
wember is at liberty to make an amendment to the
f\(](h'(’.\:;.

Mr. ALLDER: Yeg Sir, I am well aware of
that. but T am going to suggest to the honourable
mover of the Address—and I hope he would azrec
with me—that theoretically, there are many who
are taking advantage of the present secondary
education which is offered here, but skilled workers

&
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are sadly lacking in the wvarious trades through
want of encouragement; therefore Government
should set that example. I feel this Address should
suggest to Government the need of bursaries to the
various trades. I think that these bursaries would
Lot cost as much as the scholarships to the secondary
schools, but that their benefits would be more far-
reaching than the scholarships. 1 wouid therefore
like to suggest to the honourabie Junior sMember
for St. Michael to make an amendment to his Ad-
dress. Instead of the ten scholarships to secondary
schools for which he is asking that he would insert
twenty-five bursaries to the various trades of ihis
island. I think this amendment very appropriate
and desirable. Mr. Deputy Speaker, from what I am
hearing around this takle, 1 need not suggest auy
change ; it does not seem to meet with the approval
~cf honourable members.

AMr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is that
this Address do now pass. Honourable Members in
favour will please say ‘‘Aye’” and those against will
please say ‘‘No’’ I think the “* Ayes” have it.

I will ask the honourable Junior Member for
St. Michael and the honourable Senior Member for
8t. Lucy to present the Address to His Excellency
the Governor. ‘ :

Mr. BRYAN: Ag Your Honour pleases,

Mr. BRANCKER: As Your Honour pleases.

AMr. F. L. WALCOTT I beg to move that this
House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 16th Juune,
1953, at 3 o’clock in the afternoon.

Mr- MAPP: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
This is the only day rfor the year which I would term
as a free day for members to devote some attention t¢
Private Members’ Business. I do not think that it
is fair now this opportunity occurs for some honour
able memberg to stifle discussion by their attempts
to seek an adjournment of this House.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is
that this House do now adjourn until Tuesday,
16th June, 1953, at 3 o’clock in the afternoon. Hon-
ourable members in favour will please say ‘‘Ayc’”
znd those against will pleae say ““No” I think tae
““Noes”” have it.

ADDRESS RE ERECTION OF T.B. SANATORIUM,
TO COMMEMORATE CORONATION OF
H.M. QUEEN ELIZABETH I1

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next item un-
der Private Members’ Business stands in the name of
the honourable Junior Member for St. Luey to move
the passing of an Address to His Exeellency the
jovernor relating to the erection of a T.B. Sana-
torium to commemorate the Coronation of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, — In
moving this short Address, I have made some slight
amendments to the original and it now vreads as
follows :—

The House of Assemdly
To
His Exzccllency the Governor

The House of Assembly respectfully wishes to
inform Your Excellency of ity desire to commemorate
the Coronation of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 1L
by the erection of a T.B. Sanatofinm or some proper
place other than the Barbados General Hospital for
immediate isolation and treatment,

The House of Assembly therefore requesis
Your Excellency to take the necessary steps to im-
plement this Address.

y generation

_Mr. Deputy Speaker, During this Coro«
nation time, I thought of this Address and am not
ashamed of it standing in my mname as 1 feel very
strongly about 1t. Tuberculosis is a problem in ous
soclety but the reason why we do not think so is be-
cause we do not know accurately the number of notifi-
able cases. It is well known nowasver, that quite a
pumber of people in the olden days who were afflicted
with this malady would see an old witch doctor who
would preseribe the psual bush tea for what was
then commonly called consumption. However, while
this 1s not the case now, you still have many people
30 afflicted but who will not seek proper medical
attention.

Mr. Deputy Speaker,—We first have to ask
ourselves if there i1s a Tuberculosis problem but it
we do not believe that a large number of cases which
should be notified are telescoped, we can mnever
tomk that it 1s a problem. The reason why I begin
m this manner is because there are some people wio
are prone to compare a Tuberculosis Sanatorium
with @ lazaretto. While this is not exactly so, these
is need for a T.B. Sanatorium or something like i‘.
Medieal statistics show that it takes from five to
fifteen years to know whether or not a person is
suffering from leprosy while in the case of tubercu-
losis, it is a much shorter period, for after a patient
is given an X-ray examination it does take three
months to know whether there is a lesion caused by
the T.B. germ; sometimes it is as long as three to five
years before it shows up. Having decided, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, that there is need for a sanatorium for tuber-
culosis cases, or something short of a sanatorium, I
do not think we should say, let the generation of 50
years from now think of erecting one. There are some
people who know that there is need for such a thing.
put think this way. Those people also see in the same
light with respect to the erection of a Deep Water
Harbour. I am one who thinks that the present
if it sees the mnecessity for <omething
should start ahead and provide that something, eveun
if it leaves it to posterity to pay for it. This is the
way I feel Government should think on this matter.

With respect to the erection of a T.B. Sanato-
rium, there is a school of thought which thinks that
you should not worry to erect it, because from the
trend of the incidence of the disease in the United

Kingdom and the United States, it is a fact
that the T.B. rate is going down. Because
of that trend of thought, they are saying

that if you have a sort of isolation ward around the
other medical services that would be sufficient tv
meet the emergency. I think that is an error of
thought. 1t may be quite well to have an isolation
ward for T.B. around the other medical services
in the United States because of the union between
medical rezearch and the hospitals, but that is not
the case in this island.

If T may quote a few figures of the incidence of
T.B, they disclose that in the United States at the.
beginning of the last decade it was 270 per 1,000,
but recent figures show that it has dropped to 30 per
1,000. In Great Britain the incidence has dropperd
10 the rate of 40 per 1,000. These figures do disclose
¢ substantial drop in the incidence of the disease.
Because of this, there are people who would say that
if you erect a T.B. Sanatorium now, within the nexv
fifty vears there would be no necessity for it; it
will be much like the use of our Leper Ilospital
to-day. T do not agree with this form of thought.
T feel that once there is an incidence of the disease,
there should be some proper place to treat it.

If Sir we decide that there is need for a Sana-
torium, T know Government will confront us with
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the enomuous recurrent cost it would be. I have in
hand some figures which can be used objectively as
regards to the cost of such a hospital. They are taken
from a vecent Jamaica scale. The ifigures show that
& hospital of 100 beds would cost $1,000 per bed
annually to run it. I take it that this means after
it has been furnished and has been equipped with
the necessary X-ray and pathological equipment.
The erection of such a sanatorium exclusive of
pass.

Mr. K. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
I rise to second this Address and in doing so, I
do not think there is much more I can add to what
the honourable mover has said. [ believe honourable
members will recall that one of the first things 1
did on gaining my seat in this Chamber was to
move the passing of a similar Address. - With my
experience of health matters in St. Michael, "T felt
that some steps should have been taken ever sinece
L move that address. The time has gone on and from
time to time other members of this Chamber have
scen in hke vem and moved similar addresses. T
shall not comment more on this matter than to
content mvself with the words of the well-known
hymn: —

“Through all the changing scenes of life,
in trouble and in joy,

The praives of my God shall still
My heart and tongue employ.”’

I will be betraying no seeret when 1 say that
tomorrow L will be part of a delegation which will
wait on tue llead of the Administration and Ilealth
Officers to discuss the same matter- 1 shall there-
fore reserve a lot of what I would say now for
that oceaston. I also observe that you, Mr. Deputy
Speaker. from your position on another publie
health Board are also doing your bit to focus Gov-
ernment attention on this very important matter,
I refer to a similar motion standing in your name
on the Agenda of the Board of Health; so I think
with all these forces at work and almost simulta-
neously, they would wield together to blot out the
warped policy of those who think there 1s no need
for this Sanatoriwm in Barbados. 1 will go as
far as to say that with these forces working together
as they are now and the Government of Barbados
refusing on the adviee of any living mortal being
in the comimunity, no matter what an expert he
may be in this matter, that person would be counted
as the first eriminal of this colony. I say again that
with a delegation from the metropolitan parish
waiting oi: the Head of the Administration; with
this Address passing this Chamber and with your
sueceeding in having your motion passed at the next
meeting of the Board of Health, the Government
will have 1o pretext at all in dismissing the matter.
T will alsv cay again that if Government takes any
advice which will be contrary to the views put for-
ward hy these meetings, be it from any minister
of health. that person would be an areh eriminal
of this colony. i

Mr. Deputy Speaker, . I am glad to see
that the honourable mover of this Address amended
it to broaden the terms in it when he inserted ‘‘or
some other suitable place for immediate isolation
and treatment.”” With the greatest respect to medi-
cal practitioners, T would say that they are not the
only persons who read public health journals and
other similar publications. They are others who by
their interest in public health read these publica:
tions and because of that are aware that modern
discovery and treatment for thig dreaded disease
can go a long way in saving the lives of many who

are su afflicted instead of those persons having to
be confined to a sanatorium. It is for this reason
that I was glad to see the amendment to the Address.

As 1 speak on thig subject, and look around the
Table, 1 wonder if honourable members ever ponder
over the severity of this disease. I know thar none
of them will vote against this Address. Sir, 1 have
seen this disease wipe out whole families as many
as eight, nine and ten of the same family while
other people stood by watching helplessly. However,
I would not say that thig disease is on the increase
to support the passing of this Address. I think it
is to the contrary, but as I have said to the Minister
of Iealth in this Chawmber in private conversations
and to other people who are interested, it would be
an unwise thing if because figures prove that it is
on the decrease that we still make no effort to bring
the figures even lower. [or this matter I will pay
tribute to the standard of public health education
to the masses in this colony over the past ten years
which in a great measure has been instrumental in
keeping the incidence of this disease ast low as it
is in this colony. I can heartily endorse the state-
ment of the honourable mover of thig iAddress when
he referred to the olden days when people afflicted
with this dreaded disease took sweats and such
things, because I know that modern educational
facilities in public health have partly blotted out
that period which was not so long ago. People today
sre realising more and more about health standards
and as a result, vou do not find them going into
hiding when theyv are afflicted with this disease as
was the case a few years ago, but vou will find that
they actually go by the twos and threes to doctors
and having been informed that they are so afflicted
they ask for isolation.

As far ag I am concerned, Sir, I think any
matter of this sort should always be known to the
public. Within recent times the Medieal Super-
intendent of the General Hospital has fallen into the
habit of calling upon the Commissioners of Healti
for the parish of St. Michael to isolate people who
have been found suffering with this disease when
undergoing treatment at the General Hospital. It
is well known that there has been a showdown be-
tween these two parties with the result that the
Health Commissioners for St. Michael have refused
to take in their institution any more people so
afflicted coming from the General Hospital or from
any of the other parishes mainly hecause there is no
room to accommodate them in the Isolation Ward of
that institution. Therefore, from the evidence which
I have received and from the facts at my disposal,
Mr. Speaker, it strikes me that while we will be
glad to have some proper sanatorium, the immediate
necessity is not a Sanatorium, but because of modern
drugs the immediate necessity is some proper place
for isolation. '

In seconding the passing of this Address, Mr
Deputy Speaker, I hope this is an occasion when the
Deputy Leader of this House who should be the
adviser to the Government on health matters, will
give it his undivided support and would stress that
there is need for a proper place for isolation. Before
I sit down, I extend to him an invitation to visit
the Tsolation Ward at the St. Michael’s Infirmary
and there he will see children from the age of five
years accommodated with grown-ups. If something
i¢ done speedily, it might be possible to save the
lives of those children. Before T sit down I will
also remind the Government
knowledge that at the General Hospital when nurses
protest over their working among cases of T.B.
without the necessary protection, they are told that

that it is common -

T
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if this malady does not carry them, something else
will.  Sir, that answer is not good enough. 1 hope
the officials who make thig statement at the General
Hospital will discontinue saying so, in view of the
fact that they more than anybody else know what
state of affairs exists at that institution and that it
is correct to say that there is no protection for the
nurses or even the other patients there against T.B.
patients.

It is known that I can make a very lozg spzech
over this matter, but as I believe every honourulle
member of this House ig now thinking over this
matter seriously, I will say no more now. I take
much pleasure in seconding this Address.

Dr. CUMMINS: I would like to explain my
position. The honourable member seems to be labour-
ing under the delusion that because I am here I
am supporting his motion. I am here because if 1
go away there would not be a quorum. I am non-
committal where this motion is concerned. The
Lonourable member has just said that nurses at
the General Hospital have been told that if tuber-
culosis does not carry them something else will,
and added that he hoped that it would be denied.
The honourable member knows that a statement
like that does not pin down anyone. If he wants
to have something done he should say who said it.

Mr. MOTTLEY: The statement was made by
medical practitioners in charge at the General
Hospital. In investigating a matter of that sort
please do not merely let the people on one side
say they did not say it.

Question that the Address do now pass was
put and agreed to nem. con.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will ask the hon-
ourable junior member for St. Lucy and the hon-
ourable senior member for the City to present the
Address to His Excellency the Governor.

DEBATE ON ADJOURNMENT

Mr. HOLDER: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I would
ke to proceed with Order No. 11 under Private
Members’ Business.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I will
object. I move that the House adjourn until Tuesday
16th June,

Mr. HOLDER: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I would
just like to say—

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If honourable mem-
bers would keep quiet a moment, I would like to
point out that if this House ig adjourned without
a quorum being present it will mean that at leasb
the clerks and I will have to come here next Tues-
day — Coronation Day, while honourable members
will be at liberty to absent themselves and have a
good time.

Mr. ALLDER:
the adjournment.

Question that the House do mow adjourn until
Tuesday, June 16th at 3 o’clock p.m. was put and
agreed to mem. con. and Mr. Deputy Speaker ad-
journed the ITouse accordingly.

I beg to second the motion for






