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THE

House of Assembly Debates

{(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION 1953—54

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

" Tuesday, 3rd November, 1953.

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 3 o’clock p.m. to-day.

Present :

His Honour, Mr. K. N. R. Huspanps (Speaker).
Dr. H. G. H. Cummins, M.D., C.M., His Honour Mr.
A. E. 8. Lewis (Deputy Speaker), Mr. M. E. Cox,
Mr. L. E. Smitr (Chairman of Committees), Mr. F. L.
WavLcorr, Mr. R. G. Marp, Mr. F. C. Gobparp, Mr.
. BE. MLLER, Mr. J. A. Havnses, B.A., Mr. E. St. A.
HoupEr, Mr. V. B. VaugHAN and Mr. C. E. TaLma,

Prayers were read.

Mrs. BourNE entered the House and took her
seat.

MINUTES

The Minutes of the meetings of the 8th, 13th and
20th October, 1953, having been circulated, were
taken as read and confirmed.

DOCUMENTS

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the
Flouse that T have received the Statement of Revenue
and Expenditure of the Highway Commissionerg of
the parish of St. Jameg for the half-year ended 30th
September, 1953 ;

Also, a Statement of Revenue and Expenditure
of the Highway Commissioners of the parish of St.
Philip for the half-year ended 30th September, 1953.

Also, a Statement of Revenue and Expenditure
of the Highway Commiissioners of the parish of St.
Philip in eonnection with tenantry roads for the half-
year ended 30th September, 1953;

PAPERS LAID

Dr. CUMMINS': Mr. Speaker.—On behalf of the
honourable senior member for St. Joseph, T beg to lay
Message No. 25/1953 dated the 3rd November, 1953,
from His Excellency the Governor to the Honourable
the House of Assembly forwarding for the considera-

ticn of the Honourable IHouse proposals for the in-
iroduction of Ministerial Status. (Cheers).

Dr. CUMMINS: Also on behalf of the honour-
able senior member for St. Joseph, I beg to lay a Re-
port of the Auditor General on the audit of accounts
of the Colony for the year 1950-51 with comments by
the Auditor General.

On behalf of myself, T beg to lay s Report on
the treatment of Offenders for the year, 1952.

Mr. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker,— I beg to lay a
Report of the Harbour and Shipping Departments
for the vear 1952,

PETITIONS

Mr. SMITH: I beg to give notice of a Petition
from the Highways Commissioners of the parish of
St. Joseph praying the House to pass a Bill to author-
ise them to raise a loan for the purpose of purchas-
ing a new Motor Road Roller and a new Stone Crush
ing Plant for the use of the said parish.

Mr. TALMA : I beg to give notice of a Petition
from the Vestry of the parish of Christ Church pray-
ing the House to pass a Bill to take into account the
five years Mr. Ronald Eversley served as Assessor for
the parish of Christ Church.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Government Notices were given as follows:—
Mr. M. E. COX: Bill intituled an Act to amend
the Waterworks Act, 1895,

Dr. CUMMINS: Resolution to place the sum of
FFour Hundred and Eighty Dollars at the disposal of
the Governor-in-Executive Committee to supplement
the Estimates, 1953-54, Part I-—Current, as shown in
the Supplementary Estimate, 1953-54, No. 19, which
forms the Schedule to this Resolution.

This resolution, Sir, should have been included in
the last resolution which was dealt with last Tuesday
but on account of an oversight, it wag not included.
It concerns with the Government of Jamaica which
nas extended an invitation to the Government of Bar-
bados to send a Cadet from the Cadet Corps of the
Barbados Regiment to that colony to represent Bar-
Fados on the occasion of the visit of Her Majesty the
Queen. Thig 'Government has been asked to pay trans-
portation cost and other things but the Cadet will be
a guest of the Army and Air Cadet Force, Jamaica,
during his stay in that Colony.
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It is therefore my intention to move the suspen-
sion, of Rules 88 and 8Y in order to deal with this
resolution.

Mr. ALLpER entered the House and took his seat.

PRIVATE MEMBER’S BUSINESS

Mr. MAPP: I beg to give notice of the follow-
mg Address:—

The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency the Governor

The House deeply deplore the Order made
by the Governor-in-Counei] of the ¢olony of Trini-
dad titled ‘‘The Immigration (Restriction)
(Classes of Undesirable Immigrants) Order,
1953, under which classes of persons not being
persons belonging to the colony of Trinidad are
deemed in economic grounds to be undesirable
immigrants, and the intention of whieh is to
tighten up existing restrictions on immigration
into Trinidad.

The House view this action as inimiecal to
the best interests of the West Indies as a whole.
Tt strikes a severe blow at the cause of West In-
dian Federation and is contrary to the spirit
shown and the principles agreed upon at the re-
cerit London Conference on West Indian Federa-
tion.

The House ask Your Excellency to forward
copies of this address to the Government of Trini-
dad and to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of
State for the Colonies.

Mr. TALMA : T beg to give notice of a Bill to
authorise the Vestry of Christ Church to take into
account the five years Mr. R. Eversley served ag As-
sessor for the parish of Christ Church.

Mr. SMITH: T beg to give notice of a Bil] to
authorise the Highways Commissioners of the parish
of St. Joseph to raise a loan for the purpose of pur-
chasing a new Motor Road Roller and a new Stone
Crushing Plant for the use of the said parish.

Mr. TALMA : I beg to give notice of a Bill in-
tituled an Act to amend the Solicitors’ Act, 1896.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On the motion of Mr. Cox, seconded by Dr.
ComMINS, the Bill intituled an Aect to amend the
Waterworks Act, 1895, wag read a first time.

On the motion of Mr. TaLMA, seconded by Mr.
Horper, the Bill to authorise the Vestry of the parish
of Christ Church to take into account the five years
Mr. R. Eversley served as Assessor for the parish was
read a first time. ‘

On the motion of Mr. Tarma, seconded by Mr.
HoipEer, the Bill to amend the Solicitor’s Aect, 1896
wag read a first time.

On the motion of Mr. Sarrrs, seconded by Mrs.
Bourne, the Bill to authorise the Highwavs Com-
missioners of the parish of St. Joseph to raise a loan
for the purpose of purchasing a new Motor Road Roll-
er and a new Stone Crushing Plant for the wuse of
the sald parish was read a first time.

SUSPENSION OF RULES 88 AND 89

Dr. CUMMINS: T bez to move that Rules 88
and 89 be now suspended in order to deal with the
resolution of which notice has just been given.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
to.

POSTPONEMENT OF ORDERS NOS. 1 and 2

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I am asking leave
that Orders Nos. 1 and 2 be postponed and Order
No. 3 be taken as the first. Order of the Day.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
honourable member.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Your
Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go
into Committee of Supply.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
to.

Mr. Sreaker left the Chair and the House
went into Committee of Supply, Mr. Smrre being in
the Chair.

Mr. WIiLLIAMS came into the Committee and took
his seat.

RESOLUTION TO SEND CADET TO JAMAICA

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Chairman, This is a Reso-
lution for $480 to be granted from the Public
Treasury and placed at the disposal of the Governor-
in-Kxecutive Committee to supplement the Ksti-
mates, 1953-54, Part I—Current, as shown in the
Schedule to this Resolution. As I have said earlier.
it is to provide passage and other things for a Cadet
from the Cadet Corps of this colony to represent
Barbados at Jamaica on the occasion of the visit
of Her Majesty the Queen to that colony. The
Officer commanding the Army and Air Force Cadet
Force, Jamaica, has sent the invitation and the
Cadet will be a guest of that Force from the 24th
of this month until the 7th December following. I
beg to move that the Resolution do now pass.

Mr. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I would like to
koow how long ago this invitation was received,
because I am not aware that it was made known to
the public. I do think it would be a good idea
if this invitation was made known to the public when
it came. I do not think a public statement has
been made about it but T think it is one of those
things which should be made public. It should have
been made public long before this House discussed
it. What I do not understand is why should there
be only this restricted military display for the
occasion. Why should you not be able to send
¢ivil and military representation? Why has repre-
rentation from the Police Force been left out? Why,
t.o, has there been no invitation for representation
from the Boys’ Scouts and Girls’ Guides, the
Chureh Lads’ and Girls’ Brigade, and probably =
member from the Barbados Youth Movement? Tt
seems to me that if it should be extended to the
military institution that it should be extended
to these other organisations as well. This seems
very meagre indeed.

Mr. GODDARD: T have not risen to oppose
the Resolution, but 1 thought thati the honounrable
mover of this Resolution would have given us some
veason for the lateness of it. Sir, it is ithese sort of
resolutions which arrive to thig Chamber late that
occupies us Tuesday after Tuesday. It is these sort
of things that holds this Chamber up Tuesday after
Tuesday. Do tell us what prevented this Resolu-
tion from being dealt with last Tuesday.. What is
*he reason? Ts it the fault of a Department of
Government? Tf it is, we will continue to have this
state of affairs as long as we do not *ake motice of
this. If no action is taken, these Departments will
continie to hold up these things and members of
fthis Touse will be called on to meet Tuesday after
Tuesday.

b,

Pt
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This Resolution 1s the result of an inwvitation
sent from the Ofticer commanding the Army and
Arr Cadet Force of Jamaica to send a Cadet from
tnlg colony there on the occasion of the visit o1 iier
Majesty the Queen. It is not in our posidvn
send Boys’ Scowts, (Hirls’ Guides or any other rep-
resentative as the honourable junior member for the
City enquired if those parties were not invited.

What I do want to krow 1s when this invita-
tion was received and what really caused us from
net discussing it when we dealt with a similar reso-
lution last week.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Sir, Although the amount in
this Resolution is small, I am going to oppose it on
principle. I have not opposed the sending of the
two delegates from the TLegislature to represent
Barbados but I am going to oppose this because I
dc not see the necessity for it. There must be a
Iimit to this expenditure. We have voted money to
seud twe delegates to represewt Barbados and by
that we have shown our full responsibility in this
matter. 1 do not see any necessity for sending any
cadet. It would only be a waste of publie funds and
one which we can ill afford to do. Sometime ago,
it was thoughity hard to spend £50 for the upkeep of
the Maternity Hospital but we can now pick up
$480 to pay for representation by a member of thc
Cadet Corps on the occasion of the visit of her
Majesty the Queen to Jamaica although the island
is represented already. T am thoroughly opposed
to it; I think it is absolutely unnecessary. We
have already provided to send delegates. I am not
cpposed to ‘that; I .think that is quite enough. I
am not reflecting or criticising what we have done
btut I do not see the mnecessity for this additional
sum to send any cadet to Jamaica on the occasion.

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, the information
which the honourables junior members for Chuist
Church and the City ask for is as follows :—The letter
of invitation from the Officer Commanding the Army
and Air Cadet Force, Jamaica, is dated 17th Septem.
ber and apparently, the letterr was sent to the Barba-
dos Regiment and received there on the 24th Sep-
tember. It reached the Secretariat on the 7th October
and the Executive Committee on the 20th October.
Those are the dates on which it reached the different
departments and the Exseoutive Committee and
honourable members can apportion the blame where
they feel it ought to be laid.

Mr. LEWIS: T thank the honourable member for
letting uws know the dates when this letter of invita-
tion reached the wvarious departments concerned
although T do not know where we should place the
blame. However, it is not too late for the monev to be
voted. What T am at a loss to understand is why the
invitation was not made public. Ts it a military secret
because the person invited is a cadet? Whyv should
nct the public have been informed as soon as the
invitation reached the island? Whv the Government
or the military did not make it known? As I have
said. the invitation should have received some public-
ity in this island before. The money is not being
voted too late for the purpose but certainly this House
should have known somethine about it before as well
as members of the publiec. Some people would prob-
ably have heen able to ask: who i1s paving for the
cadet and questions similar to that.

The Question that the Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR TWO HOUSE
OFFICERS, GENERATL: HOSPITAT.

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, This next reso-
lution is for $2,727 to be granted from the Public

Treasury and placed at the disposal of the Governocr-
in-Executive Committee to sunplement the Estimates
1053-54, Part I, Current, as shown in the Schedule to
the resolution. Iionourable members will remember
that a few weeks ago this House passed an amend-
ment to the Medical Registration Aet, 1911, so as
to permit two medical graduates before they are reg-
istered to serve their period of internship at the Bar-
bados General Hospital. This has been necessary in
consequence of the extension of the period for medi-
cal status in the United Kingdom to six years. It was
formerly five years, but the Medical Register demands
that an additional year after, by a medical graduate
qualifying, must be spent in a hospital and as hon-
ourable members will remember, the Barbados Gen-
eral Hospital has been chosen as one of those colonial
hospitals where this pre-registration period may be
spent. Thig resolution is to pay for the salaries and
the passages of the two officers who may come to do
their period of internship at the Barbados General
Hospital. As can be seen the salaries fixed to the
creation of the two posts of House Officer at the Gen-
eral Hospital are $1,680 per annum. Their passages
will also be paid outwards from the United Kingdom.
This resolution makes provision for the sum of $1,680
as salary of the two officers for the remainder of the
financial year and $1,047 for the payment of their
passages outwards from the United Kingdom. I think
honourable members are conversant with matters at
the General Hospital and these things and I beg to
move that this resolution do now pass.

Mr. COX: I heg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairnian, Honourable memn-
bers will remember when we were discussing this ques-
tion a few weeks ago, I asked the honourable junior
member for St. Thoras what were the terms under
which these House Officers would be coming out to
the colonies, especially to Barbados. T wanted to know
what were the terms of conditions and employment
and whether or not we would have to provide them
with furnished quarters. In short, I wanted to know
if this island would have to provide them with every-
thing in addition tc allowing them to qualify. Of
course, the $140 per month which we propose to pay
them does not seem to me to be a lot of money.

The next thing I would like to know something
about ig whether these House Officers will be given a
riedical title. Ig the designation ‘‘House Officer’’
given only to these medical graduates coming to
Partados or will they pe given that designation out-
side of Parbados also? 1 am wondering whether they
could be called ““Tlouse Medical Officers’’ whatever
that may mean. Would this designation to be given
them one of which they would be proud to have?

However, T would like to know what are the
further terms and eonditions that will be given these
House Officers because while it may be quite right
that we give them some training and probably they
may be able to give some assistance, we may later be
told: ““After all, it was only your igmorance in not
being able to perceive that you must have them on
the spot; therefore they must have a house and serv-
ants and other allowances. You can not expect them
to pay for that.”” It ig for this reason that T would like
te know what is the total liability now.

Mr. GODDARD: While the subject matter is
nothing new to honourable members, the paying of
these Honse Officers a salary and their passazes from
the United Kingdom is something new; we are break-
ing new ground in that respect. What I would like
to ask is: How many of these house officers are to be
accommodated at the General Hospital? Would the
number fluctuate? What is the maximum we are
allowed to carry? I would like to know these things
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for future reference as I expect that more than, these
two will be applying from time to time. I would
2lso like to know if provision of residences 1is
made for them inside of the General Iospital or
across the road. The reason why I ask that is because
I see trees are being cut down on the Government
property of Stockion across the road. Are those trees
being cut down in preparation for the building of
staff quarters? Let us have some indication why those
trees at Stockton are being cut down and the place
being cleared. I do know that we have been told pre-
viously that flats would be built over there for the
accommodation of the medical staff of the General
Hospital. Could not the bringing in of this resolution
be taken as an opportunity to inform us of any recent
decision of the Hospital Board?
Dr. CUMMINS: Sir, 1 would like to find out
_if the honourables junior memkLers for Christ Church
and the City were present on the date when this
House considered the amendment to the Medical Reg-
jstration Act. They asked the same information then
if I remember correctly and they got it. (A VOICE:
No. We were not told that.) Nevertheless, 1 will re-
peat what I said then. These medical graduates who
will be coming here as House Officers are not medical
officers because they cannot be registered until they
have completed at least a year of internship at an ap-
proved hospital. You ecannot therefore term them as
medical officers until they have completed that year

of internship. Secondly, the salary for those officers’

is fixed at either $1,200 without cost of living allow-
ance but plus board and lodging and free laundry,
or $1,680 without cost of living allowance and with-
out board and lodging. The latter is the one which
they will get ag can be seen from the schedule to the
resolution. For the sake of uniformity, this salary
has been adopted throughout the West Indies. As can
be seen also from the schedule their passages will be
paid from the United Kingdom to the colony. They
are also entitled to two weeks’leave with pay at the
end of each six months. As to the number, we will
only be entitled to take two at a time at the General
Hospital. They cannot come in any greater number
because the licensing bodies have apportioned them
to each hospital and the Barbados General Hospital
is only entitled to carry two; hence, provision is
made for the salaries and passages of two.

As far as the cutting down of trees at Stockton,
I think the honourable junior member for Christ
Church if he is not a member of the St. Michael San-
itary Commissioners is a member of the Christ Chuch
Sanitary Commissioners and in that position he
should know that in the rainy season attention is
being paid to the clearing of underbrush and trees in
order to prevent the breeding of mosquitoes as much
as possible. T am surprised to hear that honourable
member asking such a trivial question. THewever,
there are other purposes for which it is cleared and
for which this House will know later on.

Mr. CRAWFORD came into the Committee and took
his seat.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr, Chairman, I would be the first
to offer apology if the honourable junior member for
St. Thomas had given that information on the last
occasion but that has not been the case. Even the
information given now that there is an alternative
salary should have been noted in the addendum. 1 do
believe that the honourable member intended to give
on the last occasion the information he has now given
but forgot to do so. However, with reference to the
salary we will have to pay these House Officers as
well as their passages outwards from the United
Kingdom, the great difficulty about the matter is
that we will very likely get good value for our money

although the passages may be more than two out-
wards every year.

(A Voice): We may not get two officers every
year,

Mr. LEWIS: I understand that this colony may
not get two House Officers every year. Be that as it
may, 1 think when we get them, we may just as well
be contented with them as we are with the medical
officers which we get coming out here.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I do know that when the hon-
ourabie introducer of this resolution was introducing
2 similay matter as this some time ago, he did explain
that the whole position with regard to qualifying for
the medical professicn in the United Kingdom had
been altered in order to make provision for the addi-
tional year of internship of the graduate at a recog-
nised hospital. I do know that position had been
reached on the continent, in Canada and in the United
States long ago. We have this departure here today
in view of the fact that we are now getting two of
these medical graduates to serve their period of in-
ternship at the General Hospital, Unhappily for them,
they will net be able to register as medical practition-
ers until they have served this period of internship.
I think a resolution such as this can only help allevi-
ate the conditions prevailing at the Barbados General
Tospital and as such, I think members of any politi-
cal party should vote for it.

However, [ cannot see thig resolution, by what
it purports to do, would be of any help to the Gen-
eral Hospital if two English medical graduates are
sent to serve their period of internship here, because
it is human nature to want the best for oneself, and
presumably, if an English medical graduate studied
at Guys Hospital, unless he was actually compelled
to serve his period of internship at our General Hos-
pital, even although he would be getting $140 per
month, he would rather spend his internship at a
hospital in the United Kingdom. This scheme will
however help the West Indian medical graduate
greatly from the point of view of his probably run-
ning short of money while completing his study in
the United Kingdem and in tha{ position he can
return to the West Indies and while serving his
period of internship get a little money. Even with
the first class passage given to the young English
medical graduate who may have a taste for adven-
ture, I do not feel many of them would like to serve
their period of internship other than in the United
Kingdom. On the other hand, I think that many
West Indians who are just above the average in fin-
ancial position would prefer to spend their period
of internship in an English hospital so as to get the
wideness of the tuition which would be given them
there, the opportunity and all that goes with it.
That is how this resolution strikes me,

I am going to vote for it because it might be
of some use to a West Indian or a Barbadian who
may want to come here and do his period of intern-
ship probably through straizhtened ecircumstances.
I sincerely hope that some good will come from it.

Mr. BryaN came into the Committee and took
Lis seat,

Mr. ALLDER : Mr. Chairman, We are always
ready to accept every new scheme which is sug-
gested to us and very often after we have aceepted
such schemes we find out that they are not as well
as we thought at first. Personally, I do not see any
benefits to be derived from this scheme at the Gen-
eral Hospital, particularly from the point of view
of the patients who may go there. It may be of
some benefit to the medical graduate. AN it seemg
tc me is that this change which has been brought
about by the various universities in England was
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done merely to get certain hospitals in the colonies
to take on gome of the responsibility which those uni-
versities had been carrying. I would be quite wil-
ling to give my support to the additions to the ex-
isting statf at the General Hospital if the two medi-
cal graduates were qualified medical men capable of
carrying out medical practice at the institution to
the people who may go there. This scheme is just an
experiment and I hope it will not be dangerous to
the people who may go there for treatment. 1 am
fearful that after those medical graduates come here
and are made House Officers that they may be given
responsibilities which they will not be capable of
carrying out. I can very well imagine one of these
Hougse Officers will be put in charge of the Casualty
Department at the Hospital and his will be the ex-
perience of receiving and attending to patients for
the first time. I can well appreciate and 1 think all hon-
ourable members also appreciate that that department
calls for the giving of careful examination and diag-
nogis. Because of that 1 am afraid that if these House
Officers are left alone to do things which more ex-
perienced medical officers should be doing, the ulti-
mate result would be that they would become a
liability not only to the institution but to the colony
as well.

I am saying that if we are to increase the medi-
cal staff at the General Hospital, I would prefer
to have an addition of two qualified medical practi-
tioners and to give them a salary which is consid-
ered adequate for doctors in the medical profession.
‘What we are doing now is just only taking a chance
and accepting something which 1 feel the medical
centres in London should be carrying on themselves.
1 do not see any benefit whatsoever from it. It is
just an experiment which might well result in
chaos. I am very scared of this scheme and I hope
ny feeling would be somewhat alleviated after
these medical graduates come here and take up their
Lositions.

Mr. BARrOow came into the Committee and took
his seat.

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Chairman, I just want to
say that it is amusing to sit down and hear the
vapourings of some minds who are ignorant of
things on which they are talking. The honourable
senior member for St. John has just treated fthis
Committee to a distortion and what his fears will be
because of the proposed coming of these two gen-
tlemen to the General Hospital.

First of all, let me again tell this House that
this pre-registration period of internship of medical
graduates is now being demanded by all the licens-
ing bodies in Great Britain. Before this, a medical
student could qualify after a period of five years
when he would get his degree and be registered, and
thousands of such medical practitioners immediate-
ly after thev had been registered, have come to
this island and practised at the General Hospital.
I do not know that we had when such medical praec-
titioners were appointed here all the ckaos which
the honourable member fears. All that has hap-
pened is that the licensing bodies are saying that
before a medical graduate can be registered to
qualify him to practice, he must go to some regis-
tered medical hospital which has been approved by
those bodies and serve a year of internship. If that
were not so, the medical graduate would pay his
registration fee then and come down as a medical
practitioner. Mr. Chairman, for all these years, that
type of medical practitioner has come to this island
and has gone in the Casualty and all over the Gen-
eral Hospital and done their work. I see nothing
to fear about it at all.

In answer to the honourable junior member
for St. Lucy when he said that some of our sons
would rather stay over in London hospitals and
get their further training, I would like to tell him
that our medical students who are now trained at
the University College of the West Indies will have
toc do this period of intermship also.

Mr. WILLIAMS : Sir, when I made my re-
marks, what I was envisaging was the position with-
in the set-up of the scheme with regard to tie medi-
cal training which a medical graduate would re-
ceive, and that is the reason why 1 said that the
period of internship in approved West Indian
Hospitals would benefit the West Indian, though I
did not see it benefitting the English graduate. I had
that in mind when 1 spoke of the benefit which it
would be to medical graduates of the West Indian
University.

Mr. ALLDER : Mr. Chairman, 1 feel that my
vapourings as far as this matter under discussion
is concerned are justified, and often, minds ignor
ant of certain things are justified in dealing with
them because their fear can point to something
worthwhile. It is known in the history of medical
science and in this island that experienced medical
practitioners of long years standing have caused
untimely deaths to some of their patients and that
is why I fear the giving to the medical graduates
who may be interned here of responsibilities which
matured medical officers should handle themselves.
The honourable , junior member; for St. Thomas
Likes all honourable members to accept everything
he says; he does not like you to question anything
be says.

Mr. LEWIS: I rise on a point of order. Mr.
Chairman, I think the time when objection should
have beenw raised against these medical .graduates
serving their period of internship at the General
Hospital was when the Medical Registration Aect
was being amended. I do not think objection should
be raised now that we have agreed to take them and
are providing money to bring them here and pay
them a salary.

Mr. ALLDER : Sir, I am not criticising the
principle of the appointments. All I am doing is
making the suggestion that care should be taken
when these medical graduates come here to see how
they perform their duties and to see that they are
rot saddled with responsibilities which should be
delegated to an experienced medical practitioner.
Honourable members are aware that many cases
kave been diagnosed wrong by even experienced
medical practitioners and I remember very well the
honourable junior member for the City on several
occasions making statements of some faulty attend-
ance of medical officers at the General Hospital and
other institutions in the island. A case comes back
t¢ my mind of some lady radiographer of whom it
was stated that she showed a certain amount of
irresponsibility which patients paid for by an in-
crease of physical suffering. T think that it is very
timely that we ‘make sure thati these youngsters
whoever they might be, that may be instituted at
the General Hospital, are not given more than they
really ean do.

Mr. TALMA: The honourgble member who
has just sat down missed the point. As I under-
stand it, these House Officers will be fully qualified
on paper. In other words, they would be occupy-
Ing a position which they would have normally
taken up as Medical Officers at the General Hospital
had they not been called upon to serve this period
«f internship. In other words, they would be al-
ready certificated if they were mot called upon to
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serve this period of internship. This guestion of
being apprehensive does not arise because in the
past men of similar stamp and status have acted as
doctors at the General Ilospital. They are doctors
in the true sense of the word but who are now called
upon by regulations to spend this year of intern-
ship. There 1s no question of fear. The honourable
senior member for St. John may be trying to show
that he is taking an interest in the public in thig
vespeet but the point which he is trying to make
out does not arise.

The question that the Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without di-
vision.

On the motion of Dr. CummiNg, seconded by Mr
Cox, the Chairman reported and Mr. Speaker re-
sumed the Chair and reported the passing of two
Resolutions in Committee,

On geparate motions of Dr. Cummins, seeonded
by Mr. Cox in each case, the Resolutions were read
a first and second time and agreed to.

LEAVE TO TAKE ORDER NO. 5.

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg leave that
Order No. 5 be now taken as the next Order of
the Day.

There being no objection, leave was granted
thie honourable member.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE CIVIL ESTAB-
LISHMENT (LEAVE PASSAGES) No. 2
ORDER, 1953.

On the Order being ecalled :—

Resolved that the House of Assembly approve
the Order entitled ‘‘The Civil Establishment (Leave
Passages) (Amendment) No. 2 Order, 1953,”” made
Ly the Governor-in-Executive Committee on the 22nd
day of October, 1953, under the provisions of Sec-
tion 3 of the Civil Establishment Act, 1949, and
that the Legislative Counecil be invited to concur
kerein and, if concurred inm,

Resolved that His Excellency the Governor be
asked to assent and take the necessary steps to give
effect to this Resolution.

Dr. CUMMINS: This, Sir, is a Resolution
which is asking this House to give approval to
certain amendments to the Lieave Passages Order.
The amendmentg have arisen as a result of the Dos
Santos Report causing certain categories of Civil
Servants to have their salarieg increased. Honoura-
ble members will remember that previously the min-
imum salary for a Civil Servant to qualify for leave
passage was $2, 160 per annum but owing to increase
in salaries as has been mentioned, certain other cate-
corieg of Civil Servants have been increased to $2,160
per annum. If this TLeave Passages Order is mot
amended, naturally, that category of Civil Servant
who has been given sueh increase will qualify for

leave passage. For this reason, this Resolution seeks

to approve an amendment to the Leave Passage Order
so as to make its provision applicable to officers in
receipt of a basic salary of not less than $2.280 per
annum.

On the other hand, there are still certain cate-
gories of officers who by long years of service should
Lonefit by the provisions of this Order of Teave
Passages, but would not be able to do so because
their salaries have not been increased. There are
amendments therefore to make it applicable to those
officers. They are set out as follows:—

{a) in the case of an Assistant Secretary or

school teacher (honours graduate), basic
salarv of not less than $2,160 per annum ;

(b) in the case of a person appointed to the post
Viear of the Anglican Church or Master of
Water Boats prior to the date of the making
of this Order, basic salary of not less than
$2.160 per annum.

Now Sir, I know that honourable members will
teel perhaps as I do feel, that Vicars of the Anglican
Church should not share in the provisions of this
Lieave Passages Order but the fact remains that they
stili draw  theiv salary from the Treasury, and
ds long as they get their salary frowm the Treasury,
they will have to be treated as Civil Servants tor
certain benefits although they themselves will tell
vou that they are not Civil Servants, I do hope that
the day is not far off when these clergymen will cease
drawing their salary from the Treasury. When that
day comes they will have to provide leave passages
ar.d the cother things for themselves.

I will repeat that the Government has thought it
wise to amend this Leave Passage Order through the
increase of salaries paid to certain officers of the
(Mivil Estoblishment as a result of the implementa-
tions of the Dos Santos Renort and because it ig felt
other officers who formerly qualified but have not
oot any increase of salary should still share in this
benefit. T beg to move that this Resolution do now
pass.

Mr. COX: 1 second this resolution though with
some reluctance, and largely because of one of the
reasons given by the honourable mover of the
Resolution. While as a matter of priueiple aund
because it is true that on account of Viears drawing
salaries from the Treasury, they are Civil Servants
and should qualify for leave passages, I do not re-
mentber ever regretting anyvthing which I have done
«s 1 regret having to support this resolution on ae-
count of the inclusion of Viears. 1 will say no more
than I hope in the near future a Bill will come down
to this House having as its objects the disestab-
lishment of the Anglican Church.

Mr. ALLDER: Sir, for once, I have been given
the opportunity of appreciating everything which the
honourable senior member for St. Michael hag said.
I hope he will give this Honourable Chamber several
such similar opportunities of his convictions. I am
going to say that from the day Leave Passage Order
was brought up in this Chamber, I thought it was
unnecessary and something whick this community
would not be able to maintain. I think that the cause
for the introduction of leave passages has passes
already. It was stated that there was some difficalty
in getting specialists to accept appointments here
without certain attractions-—leave passage being one
of them—Dbut I am sure that every officer whom you
can consider as a specialist can be counted on the
fingers of both hands and to extend this Order to
include all and sundry officers in the Civil Establish.
ment is totally unnecessary. Aore than that, it 1ic
Liting off mere than you can chew.

I am hoping, Sir. to see a definite turn about by
this Government on this question of Leave Passages.
It not only involves the colony to expenditure of
Jarge sums to pay for the benefite of the officer and
his immediate relatives but it also involves the
colony by the increased expenditure which it has
t¢ pay out to the persons who have to he ew-
ploved to fiYl the positions of those officers who
are given leave. I always believe in doing things when
they are of necessity; I do not believe in following
blindly what other countries are doing. I hope the
statement made by the honourable senior member of
for St. Michael will be upheld not only by himself
but by the other members of the Executive and in
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the not distant future some thing more practicable
will be donie in this matter.

Mr. E. D. MorrLry entered the House and toox
his geat.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir, the honourable intre-
ducer of this Order has appealed to honourable mem-
bers to give it their approval and the honourahle
seconder of the motion has given a sort of gqualified
support to the Order itself.

Mr. COX: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order, I
never did that at all. 1 wmerely dealt with priests
benefitting from the Order. . am not opposed to
Leave Passages. 1 said that 1 could not see the
Jjustification of giving priests leave passages.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The honourable member
did not allow me to complete my statement. I was
going to say that the honourable seconder of the
Resolution had given a sort of qualified support to
this Order iteelf in so fdr as certain of its appli-
cations are concerned. Indeed, although stricily
speaking, the salaries which these ministers of the
Anglican Church draw from the Treasury put them
in the category of Government Employees who are
<ntitled to leave pa sages under the existing legis-
lation, it seems to me mno reason why in view
of the special conditions whieh priests are em-
ployed that they should not be excluded from the
benefits of the Leave Passage Regulations. These
priests are given certain conditions of serviee
that are denied other members of the Gov-
ernment Service and it seems to me that a case
could have been made out to exclude these Viears of
the Anglican Church rather than including them in
this Order.

Sir, it seems to me that this Order is following
the well-established pattern of legislation of the pres
ent Government where one week we come in here
and literally milk the taxpayers as dry as we can
and the following week we squander what we millzed
the week before. In addition to amending the Civil
Establishment Order under which leave passages
are paid, we are now including a number of Civil
Servants such as Assistant Secretaries and Sekoeol
Teachers of a specified basic salary, a person holding
the office of Vicar of the Anglican Church and the
Master of the Water Boats. Now Sir, what next? In
the beginning, the idea was that we had to grant these
special salaries and special conditions of servic: fo
a few highly technical or professional officers and a
lew others whom you could not easily find in rhe
market to fill vacant posts. We were told that unless
we pay abnormally high salaries and give all sorts
of concessions we will not get these few special
posts filled. Now that we have got these posts filled
we have been asked to give certain other officers those
special conditions of service and every week we re
going further down the line until today we ave
called on to give the Viear of the Anglican Chureh
and the Master of Water Boats and others *his
benefit of leave passage. Tt has been argued, and it
is true, that certain other West Indian colonies nav
leave passages but that argument has been already
answered on the floor of this Chamber. We ar: at
the point where we are paying Government servants
in comparable posts between Barbados and British
Guiana higher salaries than that colony though #his
< a much smaller colony. but failing to provide the
social and other economic services which the otler
colonies are providing for their people. Can we sit
here today and say with equanimity that the Master of
the Water Boats and Viecars of the Anglican Church
should be given leave passages but our Old Agc
Pensioners should still receive five shillings per we:k?
Trinidad pays leave passages too. Surely that colrny

can aiford to pay leave passages, but it pays its Old
Age Pensioners seven shillings per week and from
next year they will be getting nine shillings per week.
We cannot afford to pay cur Old Pensioners more
than five shillings per week but we can afford to
extend leave passages to include these new people in
the Order. There are many other instances which
one can cite to prove this point. It may be conterded
that in some respects we are not doing more than
other colonies are doing when we pay leave passages
but it can also be said that in our doing so, we are
leavinig undone a number of vital social services.

In my time in this Chamber, I have fought for a
lot of causes which appeared to be lost causes. It is
true that gometimes 1 have had to wait for years for
tive Government of this country and the public in
gineral to endorse some of those suggestions which I
had made or the alterations which T had proposed,
but I can say that eventually they were implemented.
For instance, when we increased the number of Bar-
badus Scholarships to five, T warned that although big
countries could afford to do so, this colony could not
afford so many, especially in view of the fact that
there was no desire on the part of the scholarship
winners to serve the colony after he had qualified in
the particular line of study which he took. I said so
about two or three years ago. Now I see the publia
and the Press are endorsing this view and in time I
imagine that their endorsement would take a more
practicable turn. There are many other instances I
can quote in support of my argument that many
things which I put forward although not acted upon
at the time were taken up with alacrity sometime in
the future. I want to say today that we are going to
be compelled in the very near future to. revise this
question of leave passages. As a matter of fact, not
only in Barbados, but many of the islands which are
paying it now. In Trinidad, British Guiana and even
Jamaiea, it is feared that they cannot continue to pay
it. As a matter of fact, in the last year or so, there
has been a rush on the part of the Civil Servant who
has qnalified for leave passage to take advantage of
the offer as soon as it is due owing to his fear that
this benefit would be shortly withdrawn. It has also
another aspect to it. Tn a number of West Indian
Islands .the benefit of leave passages has put many
officers who have qualified for it in a lot of trouble.
Congider an officer getting $2,160 per annum or $180
per month with probably a wife and children and
having to pay house rent. What money has he got lefi
after paying for those things to finance a tour to
Evurope even although he is given hig passage? When
we give him leave passage we put him in a lot of
trouble. In Trinidad, those officers are borrowing
money to finance their tour; some sell their car aand
come back and borrow money from the Government
to buy another car. Some of these officers do all sorts
of things merely to take advantage of this tempting
offer which you are giving them.

Dr. CUMMINS: On a point of Order, Mr. Speak-
er. Is the honourable member in order? It seems to
me that the hon. member’s argument is against
the principle of Leave Passage which this House has
already adopted. Should the honourable member now
be arguing against the principle of Leave Passage?
This resolution has nothing to do with the principle
of granting Leave Passages; it is just making amend-
ments to the prineipal Order.

Mr. BrRaNCKER entered the Iouse and took his
seat.

Mr. SPEAKER: The amendments to the Ieave
Passages Order qualify more people to henefit from
it. T have been listening to his arguments carefnilv
and I think his arguments are on the right courss.
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Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir, I am particularly care-
ful to see that I do not overstep my bounds. The
amendments to the principal Order seek to include
Assistant Secretaries, School Teachers of a certain
basic salary and Vicars of the Anglican Church.
These people were not included before and I am say-
ing rather than extend the principle downwards we
should be curtailing it. When T was interrupted, I
was endeavouring to point out that the officer getting
$180 per month with a family to support, given the
benefits of leave passage, could only involve him in
financial trouble in order to take advantage of it. Sir,
if we do not look sharp, with these additions to those
benefitting by leave passage; when the whole thing
gets into motion, it will cost more than the amount
of thousands of dollars which we estimated it would
cost annually. I do not think anybody in this colony
would object to paying his taxation, if we are spend-
ing it in a justifiable manner. The honourable mem-
ber on my left, the junior member for St. John, a
fortnight ago, strongly criticised the proposal to in-
crease the licence fee for itinerant vendors to $50 a
yvear. The House by a majority endorsed the pro-
posal. Those members who criticised it then would
have felt quite well if they saw that money being ex-
pended on vital matters for the good of the colony,
but when you come in here and give Anglican par-
sons who have absolutely nothing to do, who get free
houses to live in, very often, free public wutility ser-
vices like water and light paid out of Church funds;
can those members who ecriticised the measure to in-
crease the taxation on itinerant vendors feel pleased
te see what would be gained by such taxation ex-
pended in this way Can they feel pleased to see
these fat, well-paid, indolent ministers of the Angli-
can Church get free passages paid for themselves and
their wives to Europe at the expense of the poor tax.
payers of this country? I do not see the justification
for including these Viears of the Anglican Churech in
this Order for Leave Passages.

In the same way that we have postponed, until
God knows when, the disendowment and disestablish-
ment of the Anglican Church, so the question of
leave passages for vicars could be postponed. If the
Vicars of the Anglican Church want to go on vaca-
tions let them appeal to their congregations as is
done in churches in the U.8.A., and Canada. The
congregations subseribe to the minister’s vacation. 1
have seen it done myself. There is a special Sunday
set part for such subscriptions by members of the
congregation. The people subscribe willingly when
they feel that the minister is working energetically
and honestly and taking some interest in ‘their every-
day life and activities.

In Barbados, Sir, as you are well aware, if the
Anglican parsons were to get up in church and appeal
for funds from the congregation to go on vacation
after doing nothing for 12 months, they would not get
enough money to go from Bridegtown to Silver Sands,
far less to go to Europe.

‘We are making absolute idiots of ourselves and
squandering the taxpayers’ money when we sit down
in here and agree to this proposal. Tt is nonsensical.
There are so many things to be done; so many things
that we have not attended to. In the Five Year Plan
the Government talked about setting up an Tndus-
trial Development Board. If they do it next year it
will be about eight years after it was first proposed
in this Assembly. Do you not think we should be
attending to that today? Do you not think we should
be trying to find more work for the people to do rather
than talking about leave passages for vicars and for
the Master of the Waterboat? For the work that vicars
have to do one could attend three churches.

Where are we going to stop? There are a lot of
people in the Government Service who work harder
than these people and who are more entitled to leave
passages. I do not know who is the Master of the
Waterboat, and I have nothing against him or for
him. But in all reasonableness, do you want this Iouse
to believe that we will experience difficulty in getting
a Master for the Waterboat so that we have to give
speeial concessions to the holder of the post? What 1
cannot understand is this: From the beginning this
question of leave passages has been reduced to an
absurdity; and it is now becoming more absurd. It
vou make the qualifying salary for the beginning
%2,160 it is easy to see that if the cost of living con-
tinues to rise and salaries increase accordingly and
you allow the basic qualification for being entitled to
leave passages to remain, you cannot begin to say
who will be geeting leave passages five vears from
now. It is a vietous circle.

I'rom the report of the Turner Committee the
mind of the public and the minds of honourable mem-
bers of this Chamber were impressed with the view
that leave passages were for those memberg of the
Government Service whose posts were hard to fill;
not because they were getting a certain salary. That
was not the principle. In the beginning it was merely
a question ol filling posts at Harrison College ete.
You wanted certain officers and you had to offer
special coneessions. But the moment you start to apply
it to people on the grounds of their being in a cer-
tain finaneial position, or rather drawing a certain
salary, and the cost of living and salaries continue
to rise you do not know where you will end. You have
a perfeet example today in the inclusion of the Mas-
ter of the Waterboat. As I have said, we are making
idiots of ourselves, and squandering the money that
we get from the taxpayers of this island.

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,—If you will per-
mit me, I will say a few words on this matter before
any other honourable member falls into the same trap
as the honourable senior member for St. Philip. Tke
honourable member has either not read this Resolu-
tion, or is not acquainted with the principle on which
leave passages are granted, or iy wilfully distorting
the question. The honourable member himself was one
of those members who objected a few years ago when
the Government of that time sent down an Order
for leave passages, embodying a few highly placed
officials. He was one of those members who objected
to it because he thought the local man should benefit.

Mr. CRAWFORD: T was opposed to leave pas-
sages on principle.

Dr. CUMMINS: The Government when sending
down this Order did not exclude local men. The Gov-
ernment felt that we have men who start from the
bottom of the long grade and got to the top after 15
vears' struggle and that they should henefit from
leave passages. That is the principle on which the
Government worked. Today the honourable member
is telling ug that that should not be so.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I said nothing of the kind.
I said that the question arose because of the difficulty
in filling highly technical posts in the Government
Service. The honourable member himself was on the
Turner Committee and that committee recommended
that in order to get these posts filled—they were hard
to fill at the time-—we had to offer special concessions
including leave passages. Tt was on that principle that
the House agreed to leave passages. That is the entire
principle on which it was based.

Dr. CUMMINS: I was a member of the Turner
Committee, and the Turner Committee recommended
that men who had reached the top of the long grade
should benefit from leave passages. (A MEMBER:
That was only a sop). It may have been a sop, but
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the Government decided that these people shouid
benefit from leave passages after struggling to get
to the top of the long grade. Now we are told that we
are putting these people in trouble because thev have
te borrow money to go on leave to KEurops.
Aun officer need not go to Europe. He can go to auy
part of the West Indies. During the early part of
this year we had an officer who went to the U.S.A.
You need not go to Europe; but vou cannot spend
your leave in Barbados.

Now, Sir, the honourable senior member fer St
Philip has a short memory. He must have studied
the Estimates for 1953-54. To-day he says that $200,-
000 was put down for leave passages. If you read
the Estimates you will see that the figure is $30,00U
and not $200,000.

Mr. CRAWFORD: A sum of $260,0090 was sub-
mitted by the Government as the estimated cost of
Jcave passages. (A MEMBER: You are wrong). If I
#m wrong I stand corrected.

Dr. CUMMINS: Every officer who is entitled
to leave passage does mnot press to get it. There
is a limit to.the number who can get it in any one
year. The number ig limited not only from the point
of view of the finances of the island but from the
point of view of the efficient working of the Serviee
What I want to tell the honourable member is this:
He says that we are now bringing in these pecple.
That is not so. These people were entitled to leave
passages when the qualifying amount was $2.106
But since the Dos Santos Report the salary o the
top of the long grade has been increased, and the
people mentioned in this Order are those who have
gone to that sum——$2,280. As far as leave passiges
were concerned they were always cutitled at the
salary of $2,/160. But inasmuch as the maximun has
been inereased and their salary has not gone up tc
$2,280, Government has brought down an amend-
ment Order. We are not now bringing in these people.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker,—With reference to
the matter of leave passages I do not think that the
Ponourable senior member for St. Philip was richt
when he said that we are extending it downwards.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I had in mind what the hon-
ourable junior member for St. Thomas said. I——

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member said
that you had said something wrong. I do not think
you heard all that he was about to say. I think that
you are anticipating what the honourable member
is about to say.

Mr. LEWIS: When the honourable member saic
we were extending the principle downwards he e-r
tainly did lose sight of the point made by the hon-
ourable junior member for St. Thomas. So that we
can get the record straight I will say that in the
1952--53 Estimates Government put in $100,000 fer
revision of salaries to people at the top and $100,5u0
for leave passages. In the Estimates this year theve
wags $50,000 for leave passages and $415,000 for the
revision of salaries of those in the lower grades of
the Government Service,

Now, it appears to me that because certain names
are mentioned in this Order honourable members are
taking objection to it; but when they were mentioncd
only by salary no objection was teken. It was origi-
nally proposed to give leave passages to people in a
certain grade, getting a particular salary. Salaries
have been: revised, and the people in that same grade
are now getting more money. If you wish to keep ths
Lenefit of leave passages to the people in that grade,
you will have to amend the Order. There were cer-
tain people whose salaries wers not increased but who
qualified for leave passages under the 1952 Order.

We are saying let us preserve to them the right by
exempting them mow from the higher saary.

Mr. Speaker, if leave passages are causing this
Government to be cmbarrassed tinancially, we will
have to be told that by the Government itself. and the
Government will have to revise it. 1 was not in the
island when the first Leave Passages Order was
krought down. But [ understand from the debats
which took place that we felt that more people who
belonged to Barbados and who were in the Service
should benefit. Government kept it back for a long
time and then included people up to a certain grade
in the Civil Service so ag to include a number of Bar-
badians. We did not feel like giving the benefit mereiy
to high officials, school teachers ete., As far as the
Vicars of the Anglican Church are concerned, they
were qualified with the last increase in salary and
Government is now sceking to preserve the right to
them. The arguments that we have heard against that
are argunients which should be properly used in dis-
cussing the question of the disendowment and dis-
establishment of the Church. If we are not prepared
to get ahead with that it is no use singling out the
vicars for criticism where leave passages are ccb-
cerned. Their salaries were in the Estimates in the
same way as the salaries of other Civil Servants. I
think it ig time that we should get on with disendow-
ment and dis-establishment and get rid of these
anomalies. We cannot say we want certain people
in a certain grade of the Service to get leave pas-
sages and leave out other people who are also in the
<nalifviny grade. The Viears are Civil Servants. The
Head of the Anglican Church has said that he is
a Civil Servant. How can the Vicars say they are
not when their salaries are passed in the Estimates
in the same way as the salariegs of other Civil Ser-
vants? You will have to eliminaté them from the
Tistimates of this Island before the arguments we
heard this evening can be justified. They are Civil
Sorvants and you cannot make fish of one and fowl
of the other.

What 1 think honourable members - should
address themselves to are the words in the first iine
of the definition of ‘‘service’’. It says ‘‘at the quali-
fying salary.”” When this House passed the original
Order which we are now amending the definition vas
that ‘‘service means resident service in the island
or on duty outside of the island, including service
before the commencement of this Order.”” What did
the people in the Colonial Secretary’s Office or the
Financial Secretary’s Office do? They undertook to
break the law passed by this House. They said that
you would have to have service for three and a half
vears, and in some cases five years before you coula
qualify for leave passage. They are now trying to
put it right in the Order we are now discussiug.
What they did originally was not the law as this
House passed it. They are now trying to put it right
by changing the definition of ‘‘service’’. You have
to threaten to put some people in court, if it were
possible, to get things out of them. In this House we
catch at straws and leave important things alone. We
passed cost of living allowances and back pay and
certain people in the Service break the law as passed
by the House. Certain people can issue memoranda
altering the terms of what we passed. We are insult
ed; but we do not take that up. We catch at the
little straw about giving vicars leave passages al-
though the vicars are getting the same salarv as
other people in the Service.

Some honourable members feel that if the
Church does mot go into the Treasury you will
get rid of it (the Church) altogether. But 1 f.¢}
that if that happens you will see a far more vigor..us
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Church in the interest of the people of this island
than it is today. (A MEMBER: Do away with the
Church and have a Communist state.) It you cou-
tinue as you are today -you may breed any kind
of ““ism’’. Some people like to shelter behind sup
porting the Church and making themselves Christizis
that way. It only means that they do not want to
support the Church out of their own pockets. 1f
they caun get christianity cheap by getting someone

else to repair the churches they feel it ig a good
thing. Many rich people could leave the Church

well endowed if they had to support it. But they
get the taxpayers, irrespective of the religion to whien
they belong, te repair the churches and put organs 1n
them, and then they sit in the front pew while the
other people sit at the back.

I am werely saying, Sir, that if we are going
to get rid of the leave passages let us say we do
not want them at all. But it is very wrong to say
that certain people should not have them when you
will give them to other people in the Service getting
the same salary. it would be wrong after having
said originally that people getting $2,160 were en-
titled to it, and then after increasing the salaries
to tell them that they had the privilege before but
we are now going to take it away from them. A
salary of $2160 in 1952 may not be the same in
1953 ; Lt the people are in the same grade.

There is one other remark that T would make,
axd that it i« in reference to the speech of the hon-
curable seuior member for St. Michael. 1t struek me as
strange ut this stage of our constitutional develop-
ment to hear the honouralle member say that he was
against the inelusion of certain people in the leave
passages provisions.  Because, according to what
we are told, nothing can come down to this House
from the Executive unless the four members of the
Executive from this House agree with it.

Mr €OX: T was never against the Resolution as
the honeurable member knows. T merely said, and I
say aeain, that [ regret that we had to—

Mr. LEWIS: T am merely reminding the hon-
ourable member of what is the vosition of the Ex-
ecutive., I am doing that so that the honourable
member mav be more guarded.

Mr. SPEAKER: Agreement or disagreement
with <omething in the Executive is no business of
this House.

Mr. LEWIS: If this Order could not come
to the House unless all four members of the Hx-

ceutive had agreed to it, and cne of those members
vay that he dees not agree with it, am I not entitled
to comment on it? It is the first time that I have
heard it. However, sir, I am merely saying that I
sincerely hope the Government will review the finan-
cial position after leave passages have been in op-
eration tor some time; and if they find they can-
not afford leave passages that they will cu: them
out entirely or keep them only for certain types of
officers whom they cannot get withcut them. But 1
do mnot think 1t is right to ask the Government to
discriminate against employees who are getting the
same salary.

Question that the Llesolution do now pass was
put and agreed to without division,

NOTICE GIVEN OF RESOLUTION

' Dr. CUMMINS: Sir,—I am asking leave to
give notice of a Resolution of which T did not give
notice earlier today.

r There being no objection, leave was granted
the honourable member.

Dr. CUMMINS: On behalf of the honourable
senior member for St. Joseph, 1 beg to give notice
of the following Resolution :—

A Resolution to place the sum of $81,000 at the
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to
supplement the Estimates 1953—54, Part 11, Capital,
as shown in the Supplementary Estimates 1953—54,
No. 20, which forms the Schedule to the Resolution.

ADJOURNMENT

Dr. CUMMINS: Sir,—I move that this House
do now adjourn until this day week, November
10th, at 3 o’clock p.m.

Mr. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Taking advantage of the motion
for adjournment, Sir, I wish to say that I thought
s member of the Government might have snggested
that a Seleet Committee be apnointed to revly to His
Excellency the Governor’s Message on Ministerial
Status which we veceived today. 1 say that, in view
of the fact that it is such an important Message.

Question that the House do now adjourn until
this day week, November 10th at 3 o’clock p.m.
was put and agreed to without division, and Mr.
SreEAkKER adjourned the House aceordingly.
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