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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Ttiesclay, 10th Novembelr, 1953. 
Pursuant to adjournment the House of Assembly 

met a t  3 o'clock p.m., today. 

His Honour Mr. I<. N. R. HUSBANDS, (Speaker), 
Mr. G. H.  DAMS B.A., C.M.G., Q.C., Dr. H.  G. H.  
CU'MMINS I\.I.D., C.M., His Honour nlr. A. E. S. LEWI~ 
(Deputy Spealce~), Messrs. 11. E .  Cox, F. L. WALCOTT, 
F. C. GODDARD, F. E. MILLER, J. A. HAYNES BA., 
J. C. NOTT'LEY, E s t .  A. HOLDER, V. B. VAUGHAN, 
C. E .  Tfiafa, Mrs. 34. E. BOT'RNE, Mr. L. A. WIG 
LIABIS, L.L.B. 

PRAYERS I 
Prayers were read. 
&fr. BARROW entered the House and took his seat. 

HIS HONOUR T H E  SPEAKER: I have the 
honour to inforin the House that the Minutes of the 
last meeting of the House are not yet ready for con- 
firmation. 

PAPER LAID I 
Dr. CUBI~\IIKS by coinmaiid of His Excellency 

the Goveriior laid the following:- 
Statement of the sums of money ptiid over to 

the Accountant General by the Commissioner of 
. Police during the quarter ended 30th June, 1953. 
: 1, 

$i GOVERNM,EINT NOTICE 
Y I 

4 A Government Notice was given as follo.uvs:- 
Mr. M. E. COX: Bill intituled an Act to amend 

the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act, 1937. 
BILL READ A FIRST TIME 

On the motion of Mr. Cox seconded by Dr. 
C V ~ ~ M I N S  the Bill iiitituled an Act to amend the 
Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act, 1937, was read 
a first time. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  As regards the Address tabled 
'by the honourable senior member for St. Philip deal- 
ing with the processing of peasants' canes my ruling 
i s  that since 7, sub-section (2) of the Act amending 

the Fancy Nolasses Production and Export Act en- 
tiresly covers the points raised in the honourable mem- 

I bers' Address, the Address is superfluous. 
I Mr. ADAMS : I am asking the leave of the House 

to take Order No. 4 first in  order to deal with 48, 
the Resolution for $81,000. If honourable members 
look at  the Resolution they will see that the money 
is being requested to purchase the Admiralty property < 

a t  Six Cross Roads, St. Philip. The Admiralty has 
been getting behind us recently for us to say definitely 
srhether we are willing to buy the property or not, 
A l thugh  I do intend to ask the House to begin to 1 day consideration of Order No. l-the Message deal- 
ing with Ministerial Status-I am asking the House 
to deal with this Resolution first. I am therefore I 

asking that we postpone the first three orders and 
take No. 4 as the first Order of the Day. ! 

Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Speaker,-I am not objecting 
to the shifting of the orders today. I would like to 
say that I understiand that this item is where i t  is 
throagh your Honour's generosity and tolerance in  
allowing No. 1 on today's Order Paper. I t  was d r a m  
to the Government's attention that i t  was h ruling of 
this Honse that the fixing of the Order Paper should 
be done Ey the IIouse. I bow to  Pour  I-Ionour's ruling, 
but I want to say that the matter could have been 
rectified in a iiianner different froni this. 

There bring 110 objection leave was granted the 
honoui-able senior member for St. Joseph to take 
Order No. 4 as the first order. 

TEMPORARY CHAIR73lAN OF COll'iiIlITTEES 
APPOlINTED 

Air. ADM1S: Mr. Speaker,-l am toltl that the 
Chairman of Committees may not be coming today. 
i n  that case I am suggesting that the honourable 
senior member for St. Andrew be Chairman of Corn- 
rnittees for the day. I make a formal motion to that 
effect. 

Mr. F". L. WALCOTT seconded. . . 
The cluestion was put and agreed to without 

division. 

('O;\IiIIITTEE O F  SUPPLY 
On the motion of Mr. ADAMS seconded by Mr. 

F. L. ~VALCOTT, 3Ir. Speaker left the Chair and the 
House went into Committee of Supply, Xrs. BOURNF: 
in  the Chair. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEP entered the House and took 
his seat. 
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On the Or~ler being called for Mr. Atlams to 
t.iorP the passing of the following ltesolution :- 

Resolved that the sum of Eighty-one thousand 
dollars be g r a t e d  from the Public Treasury and 
placed a t  the disposal of the Governor-iniEkecutive 
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1953-54, 
Pa r t  11, Capital, as shown in the Supplementary E'sti. 
mate 1953-54, No. 240, which forms the Schedule to 
the Resolution, and that the Legislative Council be 
invited to concur herein, and if concurred in, 

Resolved that His Excellency the Governor be 
asked to assent and take the necessary steps to  give 
effect to this Resolution. 

ATr. ADAMS : Jiadanie Cl.iairinan,-This Besolu- 
tion, m honourable members will see, is to put  the 
sum of $8'1,000 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in- 
Executive Cormnittee to purchase this Six Cross 
Roads property now owned by the Admiralty. I do 
not think that anyone, if they consider the purpose 
for  which the property is to be used will object to 
this Resolution on principle. They might object, not 
to this Ilesolutioa. but to b u y i ~ ~ g  it at a fancy price. 
I think that honourabe members will agree that if 
we have a chance to purchase property we should 
take advantage of it, as long as we feel that we are 
not being aslred to pay too much for it. I will read 
the Addendum. 

The Addendum says that "the Admiralty wishes 
to dispose of its property a t  Six Crow Roads, St. 
Philip, a t  an early date". Here I will pause to say 
that we have been bargaining with them for pretty 
nearly over a year. They wanted more than we were 
prepared to give. We told them that we would not 
give them more than they paid for the property and 
they agreecl. The Addendum continues: "and has 
given the Government the first option to purchase. It 

I has been decided to take avantage of the offer." The 
Admirxlty conld get the property sold otherwise. The 
Addendum continues: "The land consists of two 

I separate lots which are approximately 32 acres and 16 
acres respectively, and for this land the Adbiralty 
has agreed to accept the price i t  paid in 1948, namely 
$24,888." I know that that amount may seem to be a 
bt. I n  fact, to us as a Party, all land in this island 
is too dear. But if honourable members work i t  out 
in the basis of prevailing pricas they will see that the 
price in itself is iiot terrifically high. I n  fact, i t  is a 
reasonable price as things go. We have got expert 
advice as to the worth of the land, and we have been 
told that i t  is reasonable. 

The remainder of the Addendum is as  follow^ :- 
3. The price for the buildings has been agreed 

a t  $48,000 and this fi,gure is considered to be fair and 
I easonable. These buildings consist of one control 
building, complete, one building 90% complete, living 
quarters, generating room and garages, and the wakb 
and door frame for kitchen quarters. The Govern- 
ment is advised that these buildings could be con: 
veniently converted for use as a school. 

4. I n  addition there are three generating sets in 
very good condition for which $7,200 has been agreed 
upon. This figure is considerably below the market 
value. These sets are required as stand-by sets at 
Seawell Airport to replace the existing stand-bys 
which are now in poor condition and unecoiiomical t o  
operate. 

5. Apart from the proposal that the buildings 
should be converted for use as a school no precise 
plans have been made for the utilization of the re- 
maining area of the .land, but Government is examin- 
ing the posibility of using it for Aided Self-Help 
Housing or for a small holding scheme or both. 

6. The sum of $81,0100 may therefore be broken 
+wn as follows:- 

Land .... .... . . . . $24,888 
Buildings .... .... 48,000 
Generators .... .... 7,200 
Incidental and Legal expenses 912 

$8l,OioO 
If honourable members need any more informa- 

tion as regards the incidental and legal expenses I 
will endeavour to give them. I do not think it k 
necessary for me to say anything more. We as a 
government see the possibilities of making use of 
that land as a start with our first new school. The 
building is there already. It is also a uqeful place 
f a r  the estabishment of a small holcfing s c h e m e  
another Seawell Scheme, and I am glad to be able to 
inform honourable members that the Seawell Scheme 
is turning out successfully. Although the Government 
has certain views, as to the use of the property we 
hope that in the course of this discussion honourable 
members will throw out suggestions. Whatever ths 
Government might decide to use the land for, we wjil 
eventually have to come to the IIouse and say we 
have decidecl to cut it up into three-acre lots, or 
v,hatever else 11-e decide to do with it. 

We feel i t  has been a good thing for ns to get 
this land lvithout the Admiralty putting anything 
over on ns. 33uying land for the sallie price that the 
original owner bought it for is contrary t,o usual 
practice in Barbados. I see the honourable senior 
member for the City smiling. Perhaps he is smiling 
because 1 put it too mildly. Only a l~uiatic, the hon- 
ourable member u,ould say, sells a thing for the same 
price for which he bought it. 

I invite the co-operation of the committee in the 
iorm of useful suggestions, and I move that the Reso- 
itition do now pass. 

Mr. ALLADER : JIadalne Chairman-l beg to 
second the iilotion. (Cheers). 1 do iiot think *hat 
anyone can dispute the priw if i t  is the same price 
that the L\diiliralty paid for i t  in 1945. I notice tha.t 
some additions hale been niaile and those have 'been 
charged fcr also. I have for n long time felt that i t  
\ \a\ w wastr to allo~v such valuable property and 
Fnililings to lay idlp as they did, and 1 am glad to see 
that some \tpp has been nladr by the G ~ v ~ r n m e n t  to 
acclnirc. this property. I feel that the people of St. 
l'hilip ancl the adjoining parishes will also be glad 
to know that the property is to be acquired by the 
Gorerlnnent, ancl the purpose for which i t  is to be 
ac.qnired will, I hope. nzakr them more glad. 

Th(> honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
has aqketl for suggestions as regards the best way to 
ntilise the property. There can be no better way, in 
my opinion, than to meet th? needs of that part of 
the island for 3 secondary school. While i t  is true 
that the parish of St. John has the Lodge School, if 
you take into consideration the population of St. 
Philip, which I m told is the largest parish in  the 
~sland, and if \ire take into account the adjoining 
parish of Christ Church, along with E$. Philip and 
St. John, certainly we will agree that a secondary 
school is the most pressing need. I hope that now , they are going to acquire this property Government 

I will consider the demand of these parishes for a 
school - a thing for which they have been asking 

I for years. 
I notice that the total area of land is 48 acres. 

I think that all of the schemes suggested here can be 
put into operation without either one embarrassing 
the other. 1 feel that the aided self help scheme can 
be put  there, that the adequate playing fields can also 
be put there and that part  of the area can be rented 
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cu t  on a co-operative basis like i n  the Seawell scheme. 
I thinlc that this is one o i  the moat progressive b i ~ n  I 
of legislation tha t  has come before this Chamber 111 

recent ~lionths. L hope that  s i~ise  the Governillent 
has as l~ed fo r  suggestions they  ill give lliine the  
consideration which 1 thin$ they deserve. 1 think 
that the people of the area ~ ~ o u l d  be glad to have a 
school there. It \\rould mean a great saving to  
hundreds of parellts liolv to selld their 
children to ~ ~ i d ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~  to get their education, and 
what is more, the congestioa i n  this area mould be 
relieved if thr children in this, and the adjoillillg 
districts, had another secondary school to  nhich they 
could go. 

JIr. J. C", JIOTTI,ET: Jladall,c, ch3il'llldll,-~ 
am forced to congratulate the Government. l want 
'0 'a?. a of appreciation for  this that the 
Government proposes to take. A s  a representative of 
the people of Slt I'hilip in lily llulnble capacity, 
Madnine Chairman, I think that this is one of the best 
things that has happened to the111 ~ i t h i ~ i  the last 
few yeam Since the end of the war I have been 
worried by that property lying there idle T niade 
enquiries abont i t  a t  the Vestry Somination, ancl T 
extracted a promise from some of the vestrymen that 
something would be done about it. 1 c10 not know 
who was the prinie mover in making Governnient 
consider the acquisition of this property. because it 
mems to me right now that the Government is not 
greatly interested in the people of Philip. (A  
Member: That is llot true. W e  want one with us.) 
Whether you get one or not  time will tell. However, 
I still want to congratnlate the Government. 

The parish is greatly in neecl of a seconClar>\ 
school. we of the vestry, as trustees of tile ~ ~ t ~ h -  
inson Trust Fund ,  have been looking around the 
parish for a suitable builtling to start  :I ccwntlar\ 
school under the auspice5 of the Trust. 1 hope that 
ill co-operation with the (Yrovpl*nnlent, thr  tl.uqtees 
will r e t  this bililding into operation a.: quickly a? 
possible, I aIo sorry that 1 x 1 ~  eolleilglip is lrot her,- 
to-day. T lcno~\r that he is rer>T interc3sted in this mat- 
t e r  proPertJ7. Ma(jalnp Chairman, is ill a good 
locality, and I hope that ~vi thout  any delay Govern- 
meilt  ill get to m~orlc on whatever ichenlei they 
decidP npon. together lTitl~ the ~ t ' ~ o ~ l d a r ~  q('11001 and 
p u t  i t  into operation. 

The qnestioli to-tla~- is liot Tvl~ctllcr the price i i  
too ,high or too low. Thc question is to acquire this 
prOpertc and to utilise i t  for the brnefit of S t  Philip 
in particular and the whole island in  g-e~leral. I feel 
that if the Goverlllnent handles this thing Tvisely this 
district can becolne one of the most iiliportallt and 
built u p  districts of the ~vhole island. Without any 
further comment, sir, T ~ v a n t  to offer nly support to 
this Resolution a l ~ d  1 hope that  other honourable 
members will do so. 

Mr. L E W I S  : Madame Chairman,-Everyone 
is complin~entiizg the Government on having seized 
the opportnnity to acquire this property, and I sup- 
pose that I should compliment them also. My only 
criticism will be the method by which the money will 
be taken from the Treasury, and I must have some- 
thing to say about sending more generators to Seawell. 
I wonder if I could get any  information about that.  
It seems peculiar to mc that  the Government shoulcl 
be reluctant to create revolving funds for fishermen 
or  for Civil Servants out of money i n  the Treasury, 
but tha t  they should do so out of loan funds, b u t  when 
it is a question of buying acres and acres of land 
which will be here for years and centuries if Bar- 
bados does not get washed away they buy i t  out of 
current  revenue. That strikes one as being a very 
peculiar attitude towards financing. If i t  i s  one 

thing that  shoulcl coiile out of loan f~uicls l t  1, sonle- 
tliiiig 11ke the porclraw oi  this Land. 1 (10 1 1 0 ~  

i n  the bodj- of the Kcbolutloll ally iiid~cation tha t  
it will conie out of loan fulids, ho l take it_that this 
will be another case of iiioiley being taken t rom cur- 
rent revenue, and then the Boveriiilient will borrow 
money a t  four or five per  cent to lend to fishermen, 
o r  for a loan to Dotlds or for the (jlvll servlc,, il'u~ici. 
1 suppose there rnust be an  explanation. l m-ould 
like the lionourable senior nzeniber i o r  St. Juseph to 

me whether the hm deci*d 
definitely oil that  policy or whether they have con- 
sidered It at 

When i t  conies to the question of the generators 
1 ail1 wondering ~ v h e n  we will ever hear the last 
about stand-by equipment a t  Seawell Airport. W e  
have paid endless suiils of money i n  connection with 
+hr li:!hting of the airport; we are getting equip- 
i l i~i l t  from the British Kavy and everything is being 
channelled i n  the direction of Seawell Airport. They 

from the Electric Company up 
tilere, and they already have equipment- 
Is additional eqL,ipment to be put there and 
allowetl to ro t?  I t  really baffles me. I have been 
asking the Government about getting a generating 
plant for  the Belle Pumplng Station. Perhaps 

generators are of the kind that could be 
used there. If that  is so 1 would like to be told. 
R u t  do not tell rile that  you are  going to buy equip- 
r:lent from the Americans, equipment from someone 
else, now that you arc getting generators from 

Admiralty Sou al.e going to selld them to Sea- 
!?ell where j-ou already have stand-by equipment in  
addition to current from the Electric Company. 
J'ie lcno\v that it ~vould be a serious thing if there 
\\-as no lighting at  Seawell for a n  emergency o r  
( . ~ e n  ~ O I .  a regular lanicling. I t  would be a serious 
n~a t te r .  But  -if you bug stand-by equipment and 

it ancl the11 colltinue to buy such equip- 
ment ancl put  it there you ~v i l l  be courting disaster ' b"'""" i t  will relllain snllsed for  a long time and  
l'robably becollie usc~less altogether. I feel that  the 
Cr"~"lll~lel~t should reconsider the matter. 

I have talked over ant1 over again ill this Chanl- 
tel. about the poszibility of reducing the cost of 
I ) ~ ~ ~ ~ P ~ ~ x  water by havillg a generating plant a t  the 
Belle or wherevei- else you pump water. All tha t  

iq that the point is being considered. 
It has been mentioned iong enough for  the great E1ldneer of the W a t ~ r ~ ? ' o ~ " k s  Department to express 
"me Opilliorl on it. 1s hr afraid of offending the 

Company or what?  w e  have to furnish his 
"lary ancl (10 a lot of other things. 1 would like 
to See of that expenditure reduced. The cost 
rf pumping water went u p  considerably after the  
Fassing of the Five Yeay Plaii and  when we thought 
lTe  15'ere taxing people to  p u t  money into the Tress- 
1'1.J' we were taxing. them to pu t  money into the 
coffers of the Electric Company. 

As f a r  a5 the saggestion about using this pro- 
l>erty for a school is  concerned I must congratulate 
the parish of St .  Philip. It is one parish that has 
a comnlittee floatillg around looking into the ques 

of a school. I f  we can develop a hospital a t  
Cross Roads perhaps a b e ~ t e r  place fo r  a school 

'"ould be Six Cross Roads. I do not know if it would 
be a dailgerous spot to p u t  a school a t  or not. There 
is one member of the House tha t  made a sugges- 
tion to me. Since he is not here now and  I am not 
sure that  he will be here before the debate on this 
~ e s o l u t i o n  ends I will say what he told me. The 
suggestion was that  the Government might use the 
gellerators for  giving electricity to the people of the 
area. If tha t  is not a sensible suggestion I will 8till 
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accept tile yesponsibility for voicillg it in thia Chain- 
ber. 

Those are lily vie\\7s, nladame Chairman. To 
slinlmarlse I lvoulcl ask agaill n hp  take thi, inolley 
froin current reveliue when land is one thing that  
you call pass ov to posterity. Also, why is i t  lie. 
cessary to sellcl these generators to Seawell when 
you already have stand-by equipnieiit there plus 
current fro111 the Company? When you take into 
acconilt a l l  the resolutions that we hare  passed fol 
jy,-iring slid the various chaliges i11 the lighting sya- 

a t  Seawell we must be speildii~g some thin^ like 
$15,000 or 520,000 a year by now. One e s t i m a t ~  
alone that 1 remeiliber was for £10,000. I t  would be 
a good thing for  some hoiiourable member to get 
hold of all the resolutions that have been passed i n  
conllectio~l l~rith the lighting of Seawell and see what 
ii does cost. 

Mr. ADAMS : TiTThell members of the House 
lose conficlellce in me and want to get rid of me 
they call do so; ba t  as long as I am alire I will 
a i w a y ~  reply to the  honourable junior meniber for 
the City. As I have asked on more than olle occas- 
ion xvhat earthly difference does it nake, if a man 
has to speud a certain amount of money, which 
~ o c k e t  he takes it frorn. Suppose a Inall xorked 
for g13,000 a year and to educate his children he 
Ead to borrow 2200 from a bank. Does it make any 
diffpr:ltlvtl if he pays the school fees out of the £13,00C 
cl. out of the £200 \vhich he has borrolved? The hon- 
ourable lneinber always gets u p  and  harps on cur- 
l en t  reyenne a l ~ d  loan funds. I would agree if he 
argued that you should not borrow if you have no 
need to do so. Tf you have to provide £10,000 to 
run a (:oT~er~iiiieiit, a business or a home does it 
~qat tey if 7011 take lnoiiey from the till i n  your bed- 
room ol. from the bank? What  the honourable 
rrLembel is harping up011 is purely text book theory. 
The hollonrable member's argument leaves me ab- 
solutely cold. Of course the Government budgets 
for  certaili thillgs out of current revenue. Of course 
vvhen it caomes to bnilding a hospital or putting u p  
new pai.lianient buildings you say let  posterity help 
pay for ,kleln. But if you have money to spend on 
the Civil Service. some on hospital development etc. 
and yo11 have some of the money in  the treasury 
vhile Ton hal~e to b o r r o ~ ~ ~  some, does it niake any  
differeLce out of which set of money you take what 
you want for the Civil Service or the hospital? 

M,.. L E W ~ S  : 1 know that that is the honour- 
able member's view, and that tha t  has always been 
his vie\\. Rot  I had though2 he had revised that  
'pinion t l io l l~ht  that he had become a little more 
sensible. 

~ r .  E. D. M@~~'LEY : lMadanle Chairman,- 
1 thinli it is time that  the Opposition get i n  a word 
I am not goiag to asociate  myself with these corn- 
plimentarp reniarks about the Government, because 
if the Government had passed u p  a n  opport l l l l i t~  
like this they would be guilty of betraying their 
t,?.ust to the people. It is so often that ~011 hear 
these colnplimeutary remarks especially if the case 
affects the c~onqtituency of particular meqbers. Bnt  
I speak on this niatter quite disinterestedly. E r e n  
though ~ l - c  kiio~v that recently the Government of 
Eerinnda ~voiild not pay the Admiralty what the 
lstter paid f o ~ .  a property but xi7antecl i t  cheaper, 
I v i l l  still bav that  as prices go i11 Barbados the 
plice of thir lancl is ~ . ~ a s o n a b l v  cheap. I t  is 48 acres 
uf goor3. arable l a ~ l d  on the main ?oacl. That is \~ll;r. 
T ca.i7 that if thc Gorc~rn~uent  had allo~~yed Ihe oppol-- 
t~xnity to slip thep 1vo111d havc been guilty of be- 
t l - : , ~ i i l ~  ti.ic~i~- trurt .  TT7T'liile that is qo. Madame Chair- 
r;an, 20/- in  thiq day might be too much to pay  for  
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a sovereign if you have no neecl f4 r  it. There is, I 
repeat, no point in  complinlenting the Government 
for buying this property. No sane government in 
(,!large of the finances of the island could have atlow- 
ecl the opportunity to slip. I accept their word tha t  
tney tried to get i t  cheaper. I suppoae that  a t  times 
you iliust have a conscience. The Admiralty bought 
this land before prices had soared as high as  they 
have. 

I n  the Addelidurn we see the proposition about 
~:roviding a school. Let ine say here and now tha t  
tlie Go~~ernnient  must realise that  they do not have 
2.il the brains and ask someone cutside too for  3d- 
vice. The school proposal seerns to have met with 
the approval of the hollourable jullior member for 
St.  Philip and the hoilourable senior member for  St. 
John, while the proposal about the gellerators met 
with opposition from my colleague. I want to say 
that 1 share his views on that. I think that  a bet- 
ter use can. be made of the generators. Of co~lrse 
1 agree that the Airport  should have all the neces- 
sary equipment. B u t  if the electricity from the 
company is already attached and  there is also a 
stand-by there, where is the wisdom i n  suggesting 
that YOU must have another staaci]-by? Iiet the 
Government seek outside for  advice sometimes. I d o  
llot care who made these suggestions; they are fool- 
&. 

Now that I am talking about outside advice and  
now that we are tliscussing the provision of a s c h o ~ l  
for  the St. Philip drea let me say this : I know that  
i t  is going. to offertd some people; b u t  wherl it comes 
tcv another secon4ary school 01- more secondary 
schools fo r  Barbados i t  must be apparent, and I be- 
lieve th'e Government will agree with me, that one 
of the best things they can do is to set u p  some corn- 
11:ittee an  inter-$$enoniinational religious committee, 
since people seen1 to have more confidence i n  trust- 
i ~ l g  the eduleatioiz of children to religious bodies 
than to allyone else. So you should set  u p  such a 
cclnmittee to make recommendations as f a r  as edu- 
cation is concerned. 

There is a suggestion tha t  I want  to  throw out. 
The lalld s h o ~ l d  not 011ly be used as a school for this 
area but  in a way which will affect beneficially a11 
the parishes of the  island, especially a s  you have 
these gellerators on the spot. It is well tha t  con- 
sideratioll be give11 to  technical training of young- 
sters. It is an  area  where, I understand, efforts have 
already beell made a t  hewing out the  good quality 
stone which you have in  St .  Philip. 111 this country, 
~ v i t h  the Housing Board spending all  the  money tha t  
it is spending-I do not believe I am original in 
this;  the honourable Leader has said that it 
Tvas suggested-Government could exploit every 
possibility as  to whether more houses could not be 
made of the stone rrhich we have in this country 
instead of building thein out of 1700d. Therefore. 
with the penerators on the spot, and  it is recognised 
that  St.  Philip produces the  claality stone needed 
fo r  building, you could develop a n  industry hewing 
blocks out of this stolle fo r  building. I feel that  a 
greater ulse conld be 11lade of these generators, even 
if you s ta r t  a schenle that  117ould ollly be a n  incen- 
tive to private enterprise, ra ther  thali putting them 
u p  a t  Seanrell to rot.  

I hope tha t  this land will not be another Stock- 
ton or allother Erdistoa. As I have said any price 
can be too dear if 5-ou do  not need, or put to any 
use tha t  ~ rh ic l i  yo~x buy. Of course the Leader of 
the House think5 tha t  everything is too dear except 
what h r  olms. (Mr. ADA118: I have never yet sold 
a cane hole.) Thet sho~\.s ho1xr mueh he mallts for i t ;  
h? n-onltl not even rrl l  it. I I o w e ~ ~ e r ,  I agree that  
the  price fo r  the land is reasonable, and tha t  the 



Governmellt did bargailz TT-ith the Admiralty. I an1 
not of St. Philip alolze. TTThcn we come 
here we represent the \vhole of Barbados. I repre- 
sent Barbados. (A MEMBER : A l ~ d  you represent 
the Chamber of Comlllerce). I do not represent 
the Chalnber of Commerce anymore than the Leader 
of the House represents it. I may represent i t  in 
one way and he in another. 

I repeat, I subscribe to the views of my colleague 
that you should not send these geenerators to Sea- 
well; and I repeat, that ~vhatever is planned, Gov- 
erllment after acquiring the land should get on with 
the job. We of the Opposition often make sugges- 
tions and in the future \Ire mill make more. TT; are 
often told that  there is no provision ill the Five 
Year Plan for this or that. Is the purchase of this 
property an exception to the rule? Whatever i t  is, 
1 support i t  strongly. I hope that Tye ~vill  not be 
asked where is the money to come from. Sometime 
ago the cry where is the money to come from came 
from the people on this side of the table. Today i t  
comes from the Government side. 

AS fa r  as the point raised by my colleague as to 
whether this money should come from loan funds 
or from current revenue I cannot agree with the 
Leader of the House that i t  does not matter. I t  
certainly does matter. Right here in this town there 
are people with g30,000 in liquid cash lying 
But it Pays them a t  to go outside and borro'v 
mO1'ey and to use it to I must 
disagree with the Leader because in my humble 
opinion Capital Works over and above a certain cost 
should be financed fron1 Funds. That is 
opinion as f a r  as the expenditure of Government 
Funds is concerned. Perhaps in dealing with small 
sums i t  does not matter; but when you are dealing 
with large sums like $200,000 or $250,000 it does 
matter. 

Madame I the 
ernment to get going with this matter under dis- 
cussion. I believe that  something good can come out 
of it, even if the land is used for  a Self-Help Aided 
Housing Scheme. The Housing "pe 
with the whole housing Problem at  present ' '0 branch 
out to St. Philip and let the people get homes a t  a 
much cheaper rate than a t  present. 

Mr. &Iadanie think it 
is a great pity that the House has not been given 
details of the capacity oi these generators. 

ADAM' : If the member lvil' 

eire  n7ay for  a moment 1 s i l l  tell him that the 
Government Electrical Engineer was asked to ex- 
amine this equipment and to make a report; because 
we questioned the price of the 
asked $4e,000 for  i t  when the). bought it for 828,000 : 
and 'greed take ''lhat gave for 
it-and we a t  once began to consider that maybe 
they \vould ~vall t  more for the equipment too. mTe 
had inquiries made by more than one person, and 
as I have said, the Government Electrical Inspector 
was asked to examine the equipment ancl to make 
a report. In his report he said that (a )  the gellera- 
tors are in excellellt condition. (b)  The price of 
$7,200 which is asked for them is extremely reason- 
able, considering their condition-a new olle costs 
between five and six thousaizd dollars. (c) The 
generators are urgently needed a t  Seav~ell as safety 
standbys in case of a company power failure. These - .  
4 lG<ters operate on 333 1,olts ~:herc>as the 12irpart 
c,pcrates 011 230 tolts nnc1 110 xoltq. Th;it 11le;ilii thst 
pert of thc current will have to bc tra1lcfornl1ccl. A 
 litab able transformer in good c>ondition was among the 
c.cjnil?mcut pnrcllased from the 1T.S. Airforc.e allcl is 
::,.ailablr withont extra cost. 

That, Mada~ne Chairman, is all the i i~fo~li iat ioa 
of a technical nature that I have. I IT-ill add that 

+here mere various suggestions before the Executive 
for the use of this property, and the equipment. 
One snggestioa was that the generators should be 
retained for use as a transmitting station for  a police 
Training School. The idea of puttillg such a train- 
ing school there had already been before the GOV- 
ernment. Carrying the generators to Seawell has 
i,een pllt up ar a proposal. I asked hononrable 
members to express their views because I did not 
~ ~ . a a t  thein to think that  the Government was try- 
ing to rush anything through. TVe have gone into 
this matter very thorcughly. We have got informa- 
tion which me feel is workable if the House does not 
come down strongly against this, that or the other 
thing. Secondarv school, a self-help aided housing 
scheme, a Boy Scout Headquarters, all those things 
have been gone into. I do wish honourable members 
to throw out suggestions so that when we decide on 
any particular matter i t  mill meet with general 
approval when we bring i t  before the Legislature. 

Mr. MILLER: I was most concerned with the 
generators. As f a r  as the question of acquiring this 
land is concerned, I think that getting 48 acres a t  
this price is unusual for  the Government. I believe 
i t  is the first time in two decades that  the Govern- 
ment has got good land a t  such a price. 

As regards the generators, if the Government 
Electrical inspector said that a 1leTtT one would cost 
betrveen five and six thousand dollars, they must be 
relatively small ge~lerators. 1 wonder if the Elec- 
tr.cal Inspector at sealvell is convinced that he 
could find use for  them. There are three units at 
Seawell no\v-t,\\ro Caterpillars and one Interns- 
tiollal garvester. I remember that some ago 
the Goverllment had a major overhaul of these units 
carried out, and replacements to one of the units 
cost more than the first cost of the unit. It was a 
state of emergency and Government had to keep 
those units there because there was no current from 
the company. What I am thinking of is that at the 
moment are using the company,s No 

and calculating individual would think of pur- 
chasing and operating a plant with a capacity of 50 
to BC H.P. electric from the comparlv 
is available. That is why the Government 
adrisecl to carry the company's supply. I t  would 
cost less than to manufacture the electrical energy 
for themselves. 1 say that with some knowledge. 
I operate a 40 H.P. plant. It would cost me 4.25 
cents a unit less to use the company's power. Opera- 
tions at the Belle pumping station to be fuelled 
with crude oil. They are now fuelled with natural 
gas. I11 changing the level of the water the depart- 
mrllt decided to use the bore hole, high speed type 
of primp. 1 am the Goverllnlent not t o  regard 
me as ally impossible human being. It is just that  
1 am capable of saying something on this question 
rvhich Tx,ill be of to the Government. 

The generators will be powered with the Diesel 
type of engine. Such ail engilze, with a simple 
challge of a gadget can be made to operate with 
ilat"?al : !as. 1 do liot know about the legal expenses. 
IJerhap'. the Lrac3er of the Ilonse being a lawyer 
111ight not think they are high; but to me they appear 
A l a r ~ e  amonnt. T do not think it is necessary to go 
any further. 011 the whole I think the Resolutiorl 
is a sensible one. But I ~vould like to express the 
hope that in the near future one of these generators 
~vonlcl be used to keep the Cassava Factory in opera- 
tion 24 hours a clay. 

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: I ~vould like to offer a 
word of apology for  my colleague \\rho is absent to- 
day. I kno~v  that this Resolntion ~vonlcl be dear to 
his heart. ITe has usecl up niuch energy in trying to 
get this property put to some 11scfn1 purpose. 
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Mr. ADANS:  1 would just like to remind th+ 
House tha t  a lot of good can collie out of St.  Philip 
sometimes. I n  1949 Mr. Garner, who was then a 
representative of St .  Philip in  the House, asked the 
Government whether they were aware of t h e  exist- 
ence of three po~verful  generators a t  this property 
and  suggested a use fo r  them. I am glad to  hear 
?he holiourable member say that his colleague) is in- 
terested in  this matter,  because four years ago Mr. 
Garner was also interested. 

Question tha t  the  Resolution do now pass was 
p u t  and agreed to without division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS seconded b y  Mr. 
Cox, Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and  reported 
the passing of one Resolution in  Committee of Supply. 

On  motions of Mr. ADAMS seconded by Mr. Cox 
i n  each case the Resolution was read a first and second 
time a n d  agreed to. 

i\llNISTERIAL STATUS DEBATE 

On the Order being called for  Mr. Adams to 
move the consideration of His  Excellency's Message 
No. 25/1953 forwarding copies of the  correspondence 
on the subject of ministerial proposals for  Barbados : 

Mr. ADAJ-18: Mr. bPeal<er,-l hay(' 110t 
for  each ineinber a idl)py of the Address which 1 am 
asking the Home to  nass eventually as an answer to 
the Message sent by I3is Excellency the Governor an 
the question of Ministerial Status. 1 do not. hon ever, 
propose to hurry the Elonw in ally respcact on a mat- 
ter of so great importallcc., and therefor(> it mas- not 
be necessary to put  the Atlclrf3ss 111 tht' hands of 
honourable ~~~~~~~~~~~S even to-night, but I n ill give. tht' 
substance of i t  as T speak. 

There is a great probability that the holzourable 
junior member for St.  Peter and myself niay be 
leaving the Island on Fr iday of this ~ ~ e e k  to go to 
the United s ta tes  of America in  collllection 1~1th the 
possibility of ail exlcnited eilligratioil of workers. 

appreciate a joke as  much as allyone else. B u t  We 
are joining the rest of Colonials throughout the seven 
seas in  saying that Coloaialism inust stop. We say 
that every country, every race and every set of 
people must be arbiters of their own destiny. They 
must govern themselves, and anyone who is a col- 
onial and who does not say that, has the ineiltality 
of a slave. He  doesn't mind other people governing 
him. 

l star t  off with the premise that  ~t is funda- 
mental in  this age of democracy that  every people, 
whatever their origin, or whatever the origin of their 
Government might be, feel and  agree tha t  it is better 
to run  themselves badly than to be run  by  someone 
else. 

Of course, i t  is a matter of academic debate that 
Colonialisn~ and Imperialisnz may have brought 
blessings i n  their train. I do not  think, however, 
that a t  this time 1 will have to t r y  to make out a 
case for our wishing to have and  fighting for  self- 
government, whether absolutely or relatively. 

Now I wish to say right a t  the beginning, as 
honourable members must have gathered from read- 
ing between the lines, that because Barbados lvas 
a settled Colony, and because of the fact that the 
settlers jyho c aine here original!y came the ideas 
of settlers of those days they brought to this Colony 
laws which existed in Great Britain. Barbadians 
from the earliest days of settlement followed the 
traditions and the forms of government of the 
United Kingdom, and our people rejoice, even mord 
so than the people of Bennncla and the Bahamas--- 
uiho are still governed by the tTvo Chambers of 
Commerce of those t ~ v o  countries-our people re- 
joice in  a constitution which prohibits the Govern- 
0,- frolll haTil1y ReserYP PolTers. 

Menlbers of the Labour P a r t y  have produced 
Manifestos since 1940. 1 ~ ~ o u l d  like here to pay 
l,:l,~,te to  the ho1lourable senior member for Christ 

1 Chllrch .who one morning, after very strenuous cam- 
That is why I am asking the Ilouse to c1e:ll this 
week with the questioll of ?IIilli~terial Statu?. TT(' 
have been asked to send the llighest possible (lelega- 
tion-forgive ~ v h a t  nlap seen1 the blon illg of olle's 
o m l  truinpct-who call speak ~ v i t h  ant l lor i t  011 the 
matter of sending worlring llieil 111) to the vlli trd 
States. I n  short, i t  is almost what happelled durillg 
the  war when Sir Grattan Bushe ~velit up to the 
U.S.A.; So it has been decidetl that both the junior 
member for St.  Peter  aiic1 inyself slloulcl go. I can 
say that Mr. Bustamante is almost certainly going. 
You could not in  Barbados le t  a lnatter like that 
slip. Therefore, as I have said, the honourable ju- 
nior member for St.  Peter and myself are likely to 
he leaving the Tsland on Fr iday because i t  is felt 
that  sending representatives of the people inay be 
more effective than sending a n  official. Government 
feels it is better to send members of the Legislature 
who may be able to speak on behalf of the Legisla- 
ture,  rather than to leave i t  to an  official. 

F o r  that reason, Sir, I am asking honourable 
members to begin to deal with Ninisterial Sta tus  
this evening. I a m  proposing later, when we are  
about to adjourn, to liiove that  we adjourn until  
tomorrow, and we may have to  sit  also on Thursday. 
Because of the absolute necessity of having to go on 
such a n  important matter as emigration I am asking 
this House to ;begin to deal with this other important 
matter this evening. I do not think tha t  there is 
a single member sit t ing around this Table this 
evening who will object to  the principle of Minis- 
terial Status. ( A  Member: You are wrong.) I 
really gave credit that all 24 members of the House 
were intelligent, but I am sorry to have made a 
mistake. However, Sir, I don't mind a joke. I can 

paign;llg. sat ilo\l~ll with thr  late Secretary-, Jlrl 
TIllgh Springer, and m ~ v e l f ,  betm~ell two and three 
o'clock in  t h ~  ~norning, ;uld drafted a11 electioll manl- 
festo. F1.olll that tillle T T - ~  have kept before the  publie 
the insistencc on the part  of the Traboilr Par ty  that  
TV? must h a w  sclf -govern~~~ent  in the se l i s~  of having 
ministerial responsibility-not merely the desire of a 
nation to run  its own affairs, but,  becanqe of thr in- 
efficiency caused by the divorce of responsibility fro*) 
power. This A~senibly, and of course the Other 
Place. had absolntP power for 300 >-ears but  no re- 
sponsibility. until  SEr Grattan Bushe came along and, 
b p  what we call the "Bushe Experiment," c h a ~ ~ g e d  
the situation some~vhat. The Government for  300 
years has had full responsibility and the Legislature 
only power. Pourer and responsibility were divorced 
from c.ach other. I do not think that the honourable 
member for  St.  James will feel h n r t  if I renliild the 
House tha t  it was possible for an  Attorney General- 
not that he established any precedent, he only carried 
on an established practice-but it was possible for 
a n  Attorney General to  bring i n  a Rill sent down 
by the Government and to vote against i t  because his 
constituents sent him to the ITouse and his regpon- 
sibility was to his constituents. That was the system. 
L t  was a system which could work in  the old days 
when planters returned planters' sons or cousins $0 
the House, bu t  it was bound to break down when 
democracy broke through the1 ranks of the plantocracy. 
--, or when i n  the  words of the late Dr. O'Neale. 
"the floodyates opened to such a n  extent that there 
were no longer any gates there." 

It is inevitable that  with the qpread of democracy 
people must say whom they want to make laws and 
to govern them, and thev m ~ u t  follow the precedents 
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set by the deinocratic natioiis of thc  ~01.1~1, or \ \c  
may say, go back to the Mother of I 'arl~ament~. the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not want that there' 
should be any inisunclerstanc\inbrnderstanding on anyone's part, 
1,igh or low, as to what JIinisterial Status means. 
There must be no misnnclerstai~ding whatsoever, 
either by the EIouse or by the potential Ministers, 
or by the Head of the Administration, or the Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies. Neither must there 
be a mistake by the Leaders of the Opposition, or 
the army of the Opposition. But  of course there is 
no Army. I want to be most emphatic. What we 
are proposing to-day as regards Miilisterial St:ttue 
i s  nothing differeilt from this: as n -  put ; t  to Sir 
.Ilfred Savage ~ ! l e l l  r%e first put our vie\?, on papcl', 
in all internal affairs there must bt absolute sclf- 
government. The relation of the Govel.nor to the 
I\linisters must be the relation of the Queen of 
England to the Cabinet of that country. 

l made that clear to the Colonial Ofice already, 
as well as to those who should be acquainted 
locally and I make i t  clear now, because if I do not 
make i t  clear the possibility of a difference may 
appear in the future and it may be said that i t  was 
not understood to be that. I apologise to honourable 
members if I am a bit jerky in my speech, for though 
the occasion really deserves a first-class preparation 
of one's speech, i t  is not my disposition to preparrh 
a speech. I want to stress that the way in which 
the four of us-I refer to the four of us from this 
House, who are on the Executive-approached this 
pro'blem was to say that Barbados has had represeii- 
tative institutions for a long period-nearly three 
hundred years-and the Bushe Experiment was over- 
grown; i t  being seven years old now. I t  is there- 
f ~ r e  impossible t o  say that i t  has not had a fair trial, 
as a matter of fact, i t  has had a very long trial and 
i t  has been successful. Really, we have to thank thp 
heavens that we have no substantial racial l~liiiority 
groups in this island nor any particular tlifferrnc? 
i n  culture from each other. TVe are homogeneous 
and i t  makes no difference to u s  so far  as 0111. general 
outlook is concerned. We start with this g r e a t ~ d  
vantage. It is a good thing that we are hon~ogeneous, 
because by that we have the same general ot~tlook as 
regards self-government. I need not say this becansc 
i t  is well known that we have all along followed the 
British systein of holding elections for representatives 
to our General Assembly; we have lowered the fran- 
chise and the qualifications for membership to the 
Legislature, and so on, and, in that way, me haw 
come to the stage myhen i t  is impossible to say Hhat 
Barbados has not reached self-government. 

Honourable members inay have heard nlr \ay 
this before. For many years tin the past, it was a 
ha'bit of mine to nlalre newspaper clippings of ~vhat  
anybody in an important position in the TTniteCl 
Kingdom said about the granting of self-government 
to a colonial territory as soon as i t  was fit for it. 1 
have had occasion once or twice to say to some such 
ilnportant persons: "Can you tell me in what 
respect Barbados is not fit for self-government ? ' 
Nobody would answer that question-at least not in  
the negative. It is preposterous to suggest that Bar- 
bados is not yet fit to (10 so. There are one or two 
persons who have suggerted that Barbados is a small 
place and i t  is not ripe for party government, but if 
those pessimists do not exist we would not be alive. 
It is nonsense to say that because we are a slnall 
community we are not ripe for self-government. 
That has nothing to do with how large or small a 
community may be. The form of government may 
differ in this respect that a small community may 

not need as large a government as that of a large 
community, but to say that the principle of self- 
government should not be established in a small com- 
munity and the machinery for putting it into effect 
is just to talk more nonsense. 

I am endeavouring to keep this debate on a 
high plane and for that reason I do not intend to 
answer the stupid accusations against members of 
the Government by1 Mr. George Hunte in the Advo- 
mte Newspaper. Hpnourable members already know 
that, as  to the position of three of u s  on the Execu- 
tive, who hold offices in the Barbados Worker's Union, 
that we have long since made i t  clear that  we will 
not hold two incompatible offices should ministerial 
status come into effect; therefore, i t  is just &heer 
dishonesty for one to write saying he is looking for- 
ward to see what we will do in this respect. Them 
are certain persons who write for the "gutter" press 
who may write that sort of thing, but one does not 
expect those who have greater responsibility, like 
the writers of the Advocate, should stoop to such a 
low level of journalism. 

Sir, 1 have stated in a broad outline what is 
proposed to be our ministerial set-up and I invite 
honourable members to agree with me when I say 
that there is nothing more that Barbados can do now 
h show its f i t n w  for self-government. Starting 
with that premise, the four of us from this Chamber, 
who are members of the Executive, asked since 8th 
February, 1951, by the then Governor, S i r  Alfred 
Savage, after informal discussions about ministerial 
status, what was the Labour Party waiting for and 
why do me not go ahead with ministerial status, 
I made no secret of our plans, I mentioned that 
we were conscious of the fact that when ministerial 
status is set up in Barbados i t  must follow the high- 
est traditions of government, just as that in the 
TJnited Kingdom. As I said, matters began to come 
to hand when, in February 1951, Sir  Alfred Savage 
mote  a memorandum addressed to us, the four mem- 
bers of the Executive, on behalf of the Labour Party, 
to put forward our proposals for ministerial syrjtem. 
We did not reply until May, 1952, more than a year 
afterwards and for reasons which I think every 
honourable member bs aware. In  our reply then, 
we took this point of view. We went back to pre- 
cedent which was that of Canada in 1840, when it 
was a iiumbar of colonies and when Lord Durham 
made his famous report. We quoted part of that 
report, which stated that those colonies had reached 
a stage \i~hen perhaps they had to take a risk. Th'ey 
had reached the stage when the British people had 
to try and reconcile the desire of the people of 
the colonies to run their o m  affairs and the 
ilecessity for the Imperial Parliament of Great 
Britain to be responsible for their security, and so 
on. Sir, we stated that i n  our memorandum to 
the then Governor, Sir Alfred Savage, and we have 
never deviated from it. We have f o l l o ~ e d  the classic 
suggestion as to the divisions of powers between the 
United Kingdom and local government. TVe pointed 
out that, a% long a s  we followed the Britigh sys- 
tem of government-and i t  is easy to follow i b  
in Barbados with our British traditions of hav- 
ing a flexible system of conventions in constitutional 
practice-IVP could combine the desire for self-gov- 
ernment with those safeguards that may be neces- 
sary' from an Impe~ia l  point of view. As we put 
i t  to the Governor, we saw no reason why we should 
deviate from a flexible system of government which 
British people have occupied and regarded as 
superior to that of written and more rigid ccmstitu- 
tions. TVe, therefore. feel that the same system of 



Cabinet respo i l~ ib i l l t~  that  has grolvn u p  ill Great 
Britain should be promulgated and glven to  the 
people of Barbados without a specific statute creating 
the posts of ministers or the writing u p  of local en- 
actlnents to explain the functions, duties and respon- 
sibilities of ministers. I may say  that, to avoid con- 
fmion, i t  will be necessary to write something in 
order that ininisterb and the Heads of Government 
Departrneilts shol~ld b low what course ministerial 
system ~vould follow and  what are the conditions. 
Something should be written to let ministers know 
on what conditions they are appointed a n d  that  they 
must resign in case there is a "no confidence" in  
the  Government ; as well as something should be 
written pointing out the position between the Colo- 
nial Secretary and the Government respectively. 
Sir, ill short, ~ r l l a t  we, the four members of the 
Executive, have done is  to point out that  whatever 
is the English practice to le t  it be the Barbados 
practice. We p u t  that  view to  the Governor, who 
pu t  it to the Secretary of State for  the Colonies 
and  that  is the condition on which we are  saying 
ministerial status is to f ~ c t i o n  in  this ancient 
colony of the British Empire. 

In  our memoral~dum to S i r  Alfred Savage we 
stated and  I quote: 
"What ~ 5 - e  llo~t- affirlll is that the decisions in matters 
"of in internal affairs should rest with the 
"House of Assembly members of the Executive 
"Committee, a s  representing the view of the majority 
"par ty  and thereby the electorate". 

"As a corollary to this, i t  is our considered 
" judgment that the Governor i n  all matters of leg- 

"at  the time of Lord Durhanl's famous report and 
. the sc,lu;ion r f ,~ched at that :imc. 111 this respect, we 
..art all \\.PI! anare  of the clifficulties attendant on the 
"initiation of Responsible Governnler~t in  the  Cola- 
"nies. I n  the ~ v c r d s  cf the well-kno~vn historian: 
" 'The problem rlemanding solution by a n  enlight- 
"ened lrnperi~li , t  like Lord 1)nrham was ho\v to re- 
"concile a sjrsteill of governmerit based on coillplrte 
"recognition of Colonial aatononly with the pre- 
"\erration of imperial rights' " 

I pass over what n-as fo1lov:ecl the11 in  Canada. 
T<e further stated: 

- 'We are well aware that in  any  division of 
" functions, powers and responsibility, there will he 
"at times overlapping and possibly conflict. But  me 
"believe that just a s  in  other places and a t  other 
"timei solu.tions have been found of advantage both 
" tc  ?lie Ucited I<iiiqdom and to the Colonies, so In 
"Barbados, giving goodwill in  all sides, Responsible 
"Go~~ernmeiit  can and will Fe effective". 

"\Ye are so homogeneous i n  Barbados and our 
"u-hole outloolr so British that we are convinced that, 
"with three hundred years of representative govern- 
"ment, i t  is reasonable to assume that, as in the 
"Unitecl lCingdo~1, there will be a smooth function- 
"in= i n  the years tha t  lie ahead of the principle of 
L'goverizn~ent by a series of constitutional coilven- 
"tions binding alike on the Governor and  011 his Min- 
"isters and the ~eg is la tu re . "  

" I n  other words, whatever functions exist i n  
"Great Britain, relating to the appointment of, and 
" trrniination of, office of ministers: to the summon- 

I "ing, prorogation or the solution of legislature: .to 
"islative policy respecting internal affairs m x ~ t  as 
"a matter of constitutional convention accept thn 
"advice of his Ministers". 

Let  me say1 hare now that, if the honourable 
junior nlember for St. Jamea, the honourable junior 
member for Christ Church or the honourable senior 
m m b e r  for St. Philip were running this Govern- 
merit, I would say everything I aln saying to-day. 
This matter has nothing to  do with a particular 
pa r ty ;  it is not a party  mat ter ;  so long as the elect- 
ors send a party here with a lllajority; the relation. 
ship of those ~ v h o  forlll the goverllment \Frith thcl 
Governor should be the same as the relationship be- 
tween S i r  Winston Churchill and H e r  Majesty the  
Queen. What  I claim for the Labour Party,  which 
I represent, I also claim for  any  other party. We 
would be stupid if we did not accept t h a t ;  in fact, 
we will never get anywhere unless we accept that. 
I think this is an  opportune time for me to sound 
a word of warning. I am suggesting to honourable 
members on all sides of this honourable House to 
remember firstly that we are  Barbadians and' not to 
in  (any v-ay play into the hands of people who 
would like to see us still with only a certain measure 
of independence and government. Let us  all bear 
i n  mind that  Barbados is  our country and we shoultl 
r u n  it. 

I will make two or thrce more quotations from 
the memorandum by rr~embers oaf the Executive to 
Sir Alfred Savage, and perhaps, if membars so desire, 
I can move a short adjournment for tea. 

We tried to  mako t h ~  point, and 1 quote: 
"In  our opinion. and i n  the opinion of the Par ty ,  

"for whoim we spmk, the stage has h?en reached in 
"Earbados that Fvaq reached i n  other parts of the 
"British Empire when the system of R~sponsime 
"Governmeri was established i n  places which never- 
"thcless remained Colonies for many years there- 
'after ". 

"We can do no better than to recall the  situation 
"that existcd in the Eritish North Smerican Colonies 

"the appointlnent of non-heredity lnenlbers to the 
"Upper House; .to the ,acceptance of the advice 
"of Ministers of the  Crown; t o  their collective re- 
"sponsibility; to the position of the Prinie Minister 
"vis-a-vis the C ~ O W ~ I ,  the Legislature and the Cabi- 
"net ;  and generally to  the exercise of the  Royal Pre- 
"rogative ill the context of Government b y  a constitu- 
"tional monarch should, in  purely internal affairs,-- 
"as referred to above-be observed i n  Barbados." 

The final quotation which we stressed more than 
once and which I specifically throw 011t to honour- 
able members is the excellent quotation: 

c c  Every purpose of popular control might be conz- 
"billed with every advantage of vestiag the immedi- 
"ate choice of advisers in the Cro1v11, were the Colon- 
"ial Governor to be instn~ctecl to secure the co-opcr- 
"ation of the Assenlbly ill his policy by  entrusting 
"its adlninistration to such men as  could colnlr~and 
"a majority;  and if he were given to understand tha t  
"he need not count on any aid from Ilome in  a n y  
"difference with the Sssembly that should ]lot direct- 
"ly involve the  relations between the Mother Country 
"and the Colony, This change might be effected by a. 
"single despatch containing such iilstructions". 

Sir, before these proposals fo r  iniilisterial status 
were written, and in  spite of what appeared to us as 
a brake by S i r  T-Tilary Blood when he was Governor 
of the Colony, on the Bnshe Experiment, everythin% 
affecting the podicy of the nlajority par ty  as exppnclecl 
by the four members of the Executive has been pnt 
into effect. We have f o l l o ~ ~ e d  the s a m ~  course as that 
of the British par ty  system. Obviously, a Governor 
tannot s ~ n d  a bill to this Place that we are not bring- 
ing. TTqe have always insicte(1 011 that and, ohrioasly, 
with nlinisterial cystem. it wonld be 1noi-e so. I repeat 
that firstly as Barbadians, not as Labourites, Con- 
grrisites, Ele,ctors ,Issoc.iation J1cmbel.s or otlter\vise, 
now that we have the chance to ruli otlr affairs in 
the same way as  the North American Colonies began 
to r u n  theirs almost a hundred years ago ; in  the 
saine way as  the Australian Colonies and as the Kew 



Zcalanci Colonies; v e  should see to i t  that we grasp 
the opportunity with both hands, nor should we 
waste any more time in onr attempt. to do so. 

Before I ask for the adjonrnment, I want to say 
that we, the four members of the Executive, are very 
conscious of the fact of our responsibility in a min- 
isterial set-up. Let me say that there is more pain 
in this than pleasure. W e  are very conscious of the 
fact. We are undertaking-if we become ministers 
-the full responsibility of running the affairs of 
this country, and we know that, nnless we can con- 
vince the people of this Colony, as  represented by 
the members sitting here, we can be fired overnight. 
I t  is a grave responsibility. I do not want to be 
personal, but a person like myself can always go 
bsclr and work a t  his calling; bat  it cannot be SO 

with everybody. I t  is a grave responsibility. I wish 
honourable members to realise that, in this matter, 
we are not fighting for the Labour Party or its 
present leaders are not fighting for personal gain, 
but we are fighting for  what we think is justly due 
to the people of Barbados, and that  is the right to 
be completely and absolutely self-governed in inter- 
nal affairs. 

Rather than go on to a new point a t  this stage, 
if the House agrees, I will move the adjournment 
and, afterwards, I will address you on the Governor's 
message, paragraph by paragraph. 

I beg to move that this House do now adjourn 
for half an hour. 

Mr. BRANCKER entered the House and took his 
seat while Mr. ADAMS was speaking. 

Mr. GODDARD: Sir, without forfeiting my 
right to speak again on this important measure, 
can I a t  this stage move a motion that this debate 
be adjourned for  further consideration? My reason 
is - 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid I cannot entertain 
~ u c h  a motion at  this moment because there is 
nothing before this House. 

Mr. COX: I beg to second the motion that this 
House be adjourned for half an  hour. 

The question that this House do now adjourn 
for half an hour was put and resc)b-nd ;P t!~? ~ f i r m a -  
tive and Mr. Speaker adjourned the House accord- 
ingly. 

On re-assembling, 

REPLIES LAID 

Dr. CUI\IMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to lay 
replies to Question No. 4 standing in the name of 
the honourable junior member for St. Lucy and 
Question No. 6 standing in the name of the honour- 
able senior member for St. Thomas. 

Mr. SPXAKER: When the House adjourned, 
the honoura"b1e senior member for  St. Joseph was 
addressing the House. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker, before the adjourn- 
ment, I dealt exhaustively-though I hope I did not 
tire honourable members-with the general prin- 
ciples on which ministerial status is based, and with 
what the members of the Executive, who are from 
this House, put before the Governor, Sir Alfred 
Savage, the then Governor and Sir Robert Arundell, 
our present Governor, and to the Colonial Office. 
Tt iq clear nnderstanlling that \ve should follo~v 
the English conventions both as regards to the rela- 
tionship of the Crown and Ministers in the ministerial 
set-up itself. In short, \VC intend to advance straight 
away in our general affairs, according to the British 
parliamentary system. I will just again put to hon- 
ourable members very shortly the chronological 
sequence of events. As I have said, Sir Alfred Sav- 
age had informal talks with us, the four members 
of the Executive, as to the nature of the proposed 

ministerial set-up and, eventually, he wrote us a 
memorandum and we wrote the additional memo- 
randtun from which I have quoted. The additional 
l:lemorandum x7as sent because there was one or 
two points which we had put, which led to a mis- 
understanding and it was left to us to send him the 
additional memorandum to make what we said clear. 
Following on the transfer of Sir Alfred Savage to 
another Colony, Mr. R. Turner then acted as Gov- 
ernor and i t  was he who wrote Despatch NO. 303 of 
the 30th April, 1953, which is in honourable mem- 
bers' hands. I t  was Mr. Turner who set out, roughly 
speaking, what had been discussed or agreed upon 
by Sir Alfred Savage and the Colonial Office on the 
one side and the House members on the Executive 
Committee on the other side. Bear in mind the four 
of us, who are members of the Government in this 
House, and not the Executive as  a whole. I have 
to say this, though with no attempt to attack Mr. 
Turner, but in order that  honourable members 
should not hlake the mistake of thinking that  every 
phrase in the Acting Governor's despatch has been 
accepted as a basis by us. Ours has always been 
the general, broad basis of self-government; as  Sir 
Winston Churchill, Prime Minister of England, is 
to the Queen so should the Prime Minister of this 
Colony, whom we are going to call Premier, be to 
the Governor. We pressed for that  a t  the Colonial 
Office. I t  wonld be seen in expressions whicli 
appear in Mr. Turner's despatch, some things which 
seem to be a relic of colonialism. The relic of power 
in the Governor's hands has just not been accepted. 
I hope I have made that clear. Perhaps some hon- 
ourable members might make reference to i t ;  some 
honourable members might feel that  there is a catch 
in it. I will only say that, as  long a s  I am alive, 
there will never be any catch in it. I shall take the 
utmost oare to see i t  does not happen as long as I 
have the honour to be the Leader of the majority 
party. 

I do not propose to go through Mr. Turner's 
despatch. If honourable members come across any 
phrase that raises doubts in their minds I hope they 
will get up and point them out. Let me repeat that  
the four of us addressed the memorandum to the 
Governor in order to clear up certain points. Our 
views were sent to the Secretary of State for  the 
Colonies and, after a certain amount of correspond- 
ence, eventually the Secretary of State for  the Col- 
onies sent the despatch which you have in  your 
hands accepting with certain modifications the sug- 
gestions made by Mr. Turner, the then Acting Gov- 
ernor. I will deal with the shorter document from 
the Secretary of State for  the Colonies and will make 
only reference to Mr. Turner's report. I will there- 
fore ask honourable members to look a t  the Secre- 
tary of State's despatch, dqted 24th August, 1953. 
As can b.e seen, paragraph (1) is introductory. Para- 
graph 2 reads as follows :- 

"The propo,sals, which I observe have been put 
'forward after consultation with representatives of 

"the political parties and other leading members of 
"the community in the Legislative Council and with 
' l  the members of the Executive Council, involved the 
"setting up of a ministerial system with the assump- 
" tion by the House of Assembly's members of Execu- 
l ' tive Committee of executive responsibility for a 
l number of departments of Government. Subject to 
"the results of consideration of the proposals by the 
"Barbados Tregislatnre and to the comnents which 
"follow, I should be prepared to agree t o  such a 
1 1  change. " 

I h a ~ t e n  to say vihat honourable members of 
this House will approve and that is that our minis- 





I 

"This .cvould necessitate ail alllelldlllellt of Article 
'- XXI of the Letters Patent. " 

I pause merely to say that this is just sentimen- 
tal to change the title of Colonial Secretary to 
Chief Secretary. \Ve feel thk word "colonial" should 
be dropped as spoil as possible wherever it occurs: 
just as we now have the title "Coloiiial Postnlaster" 
we intend to change that to 'Postmaster Ueneral'. 
Honourable members will have to discuss later 011 

whether they are content to be called "members of 
colonial parliament" or whether they would drop 
the U-crd "coloiiial" and take the title "Member of 
the House of Assembly"-8f.H.A. As I have s'iid, 
the only reason for that is sentiment. We are try- 
ing to get rid of colonialism, and to get rid of it 
we must get rid of the title too. 

The next paragraph-%-deals with salaries. I t  
states :- 

"I should regard the salaries to be paid to 
"ministers as a matter prilllarily of domestic con- 
< b eern. I should similarly regard the question of 
"Payment of salary to the leader of the O ~ ~ o s i t i o ~ ,  
"but I note that the feasibility of such a provision 
"would depend on whether such a Person could be 
"identified. " 

*S can be the secretary of State the 
Colonies says this is a matter for the House. I want, 
a t  this stage to say that the contents of this para- 
graph must be the lnost moot point which is passing 
through the minds of honourable members of this 

' . to be a, liiember of Executive CoufieiI. I share 
"the view that the changes mentioned in paraffraph 
"19 of Mr. Turner's despatch should not be made." 

I think that is quite clear. 
Paragraph 11, reads as fol lo~~s:-  
"1 should be prepared to agree to the formula 

"proposed at  the end of p a r ~ g r a p h  20, of Mr. 
"Turner's despatch for regulating the Governor's 
'.decisions in Executive Committee. I note that the 
"iormula is not intended to affect the procedure m 
"regard to assent to legislation." 

As regsrds paragraph 11, reference is made to 
paragraph 20, of ltr. T ~ r n e r ' ~  despatch, but  as  hon- 
bumble members will see froill the Governor's mes- 
sage such matters are to go by party conventions. 
If honourable members need any further explaaat~on 
they might ask me, but I believe they h o w  what that 
means. I need not read the last paragraph. 

Xr.  Speaker, in  this ministerial system, there 
alust be collective responsibility. If a member can- 
not conscientiously agree to the policy of his party 
as propounded 'by the Prime Minister through party 
conventions, he must keep quiet or psign. 1 say 
that with a full sense of A Prime 
Minister, who is so stupid as t o  abuse his position 
or to act contrary to the feelings of his Party, will 
hd himself pushed out as Ch,a,mberlam was 
pushed out of ofice during the lvar his own 
backbenchers. 1 do not see any danger of people 
feeling that there is going to be any question, of 

House. We approach this question, qf tatorskip, because i t  would be a stupid Prime Minis- 
salaries most dispassionately. As a matter of princi- 
ple, if we are following Gritish practice, we should 

ter who would want to dictate to of his l 
~ t t a c h  a salary to the post of T l ~ a d c ~  of the Oppcsi- 
tion, but. the person holding that office should be 
identified in that position. You should be able to say 
la is the leader of the o ~ ~ o s i t i o n  The idea of Great 
Britain has been that the Leader of the Oppositiorl 
may have to step in the shoes of the 
Prime Minister and carry on IIer Majesty's Gov- - 
ernment. Because he is in that imminent position 
he has to be acquainted 011 the matters of foreign 
policy and a lot of things which havr to bc dealt 
with from day to day. I t  must be that, 
if the Conservative Goverllmelzt ill Erlgland lost 
power a t  any time, the relationship between Great 
Britain and the rest of thr lvorld has to be carrietl 
on just the same. Therefore, the ~~~d~~ of the 
Opposition must be an active I am per- 
hapc. the obviolls. The anpointnlent of 

Leader of the Opposition has nothinq to do with 
us. The appointment of Leader of the Opposition 
rests in the hands of the Governor. He is the 
Queen's representative. Just  as Her I~Iajestg th: 
Qnpen s~lld.; for the ninnii~g partv after election, 
or by convention she sends for the Leader of what 
would be the winning party, jf the pre-winning 
party had not n-o~l-t':at P O I I I I ~ L :  Trish, but honour- 
able ni~mbcrs nl2drrstajld lvhat T mean - i t  is the 
duty of the Governor to senct for, by convention, 
the person elected by his party if that party wins 
the election, and ask him to forin a government. I t  
is the clnty of the Governor, as the Q11een'~ revre- 
sentative, to send for the person whoin he feels 
.cvould in all probability be able to command a 
majority and be able to carrv on the government. 
Let me repeat. The appointment of a Leailer of the 
Opnosition ha. nothin(r +? rln 7--ith tlic C n ~ ~ ~ l - n m v ' .  
It iq purely a matter for the Qnecn's repreqenta- 
tive. 

Parazraph 10 wady :- 
" T  do agree that if a system 011 the lines pro- 

"povd is adopted it n-ould be suitable that the 
"Principal nfinister should normally be appointed 

party. He should work with them in  harmony. If 
he is in doubt, if there is something that crops up  

is not in his if I may say for our party our 
manifesto - Labour Marches on - it bb 
oI;r duty to to our as repre- 
-.cntatire of the Labour Party, to get their views. 
111 short, 1 am merely mpeating the n o m a l  conven- 
tions that operate the parties in Europe. It will be 
our duty to hold annual party meetings to get the 
feelings of the delegates all over the island as to 
x h a t  our policy should be. Then we would Put our 
~ ~ l i c ~  before then?, get then1 to accept i t  and then 

in here and get i t  carried. w e  have got the 
party system in Barbados, which we intend t o  work 
One hundred per cent. on British party system lines. 
I do not think i t  is necessary for me to say more, 
fxcept to refer in more detail to what 1 consider is 
the most important thing that has to be done 'by this 
Houw in this message; and that is to deal with the 
financial proposals. 

1 \ t me say here and now-although I am giving 
a~"nlunition to honourable members to hit back a t  
rile - that the financial proposals Sent down in this 
lnessage to which we as memb'ers of the Executive 
agree are very economical ancl, if we have made any 
niistake, we have made a mistake in tryins to be too 
economical. The experience I gained - and I speak 
1:ot merely from reading Fl r .  Turner's report, but I 
sneak after having ccnvrr.;ations with pemons in 
the other Governments - is that you cannot run a 
ininicterial system of gorcrnmeiit and expect i t  to be 
tfficient if you run i t  cheaply. We hno~v hox7 critioal 
Earbadians are in this respect. TVe knclr.7 that this 
ITouse is composed of Barbadians in every sense of 
the xrord. and we harp cntleavo~~recl to pare and cut 
:n-v i l  ancl cut dc i~i l  to what TVP thinli is the irreduei- 

I,le miniii;um to run this system. IIononrable members 
(10 not have to go to Great Britain to know this. 
3,'inistrriwl drpn~*tn;ciits arc. ,lot ,111 l l u ~ ~ i p ~ d  together 
in a siiiRle builcliiig. They are all owr  the place in  
Zolidon. Even in British Guiniia, Triiiiilad, Jamaica 



anci so on this is t lue.  11-e are starting n l t h  our 
bet-up, as you linow, 111 tlie upper par t  of tlie uesterii 
wing of tlie l't'uuli, lZllilcl~iigs, but 111 the long rmi, n e  
will have to make arl.aiigemeiits for a coillplete set- 
up fo r  each nzinlster b j  Illlnsell. 1 would also lllic 
honourable members to kno\r that, alter all, ppr- 
~nanel i t  secretaries run countries. ,l super perllidnai", 
secretary runs the Unitecl ~iingclom and you w ~ l l  
find, Mr. Speaker, that you caiinot have a n  e~ficient 
i?~inis ter~al  S! stciil ~rnl t~\s  j ou ha\-e an up-to-date, 
permanent secretariat attachecl to each n~inister. But 
because of physical considerations, we are unable a t  
the present moment to have luxurious quarters ancl 
uffices. I t  will therefore pay ns by atarting ~ i t h  all 
the offices in  that par t  of the Public Buildings, from 
one end to the other. The suggestion, as hoiiourablr 
members have seen, is to move out the Public Trustee, 
who would have to be moved out in  any event and 
put  next to the Conrts, and to clean out the wbolc 
of tlie top part  of tha t  building so as to have the 
five ministries there. That is the short-term policy. 
It would be possible, therefore, to have each minister 
plus the Colonial Secretary housed in  that one block. 
Let me say here and now that the C'olonial Secretary 
is  not going to be a minister. This is the only Colony 
in which there will be no official minister. We have 
insisted on that. The Colonial Secretary will con- 
tinue to be responsible for personnel and establish-, 
ment, defence and ~ e c u r i t y ,  external affairs, cere- 
monial and secretaryship of the Executive Committee. 
Those will be his functions. I t  mill be possible in a 
short-term policy to have a single permanent recre- 
t a ry  to  serve two ministers, but  i n  the long-term 
policy this may not be possible. Owing to the 
Registry downstairs and all the ministers to be housed 
upstairs in  those three rooms, they all can have the 
use of the single Registry; bu t  when you have 
separate ministerial offices each minister must have 
his own files in  his office; therefore the necessity for 
these extra clerks will arise. The proposals arc 
before honourable members. All are not necessary 
to  be carried out in  their entirety now. As an  in- 
stance, we do not propose to buy the motor van now, 
but, when the ministries are housed in  buildings scat- 
tered about Bridgetown, a very cheap pick-up will 
be necessary. A t  present, we will continue with 
motor cycles. Sir, these proposals are inevitable. 
Doubtless, eome fionourable members have careful!g 
studied them already. I am aware that the Hon- 
~ n r a b l e  jl~ilior meniber for Christ Church-I am 
hoping I an1 right-whom I proillised to give a little 
longer time to study t h a n ,  is anxious to have the 
opportunity to study them in greater detail with 
his colleagues as well as don-members of the Govern- 
ment. Doubtless, they will go through them critically 
and make suggestions which they feel should be made. 
I repeat, not by way of trying to be funny, but  with 
our eyes wide open, we are doing what our better, 
judgment told 11s. We have cut down to the bone 
with these financial pro~rosals. Everybody whom 
we enquired from ill the neighbouring Colonies has 
told us  "you can't r u n  i t  on the cheap." 

As regards to  permanent secretaries, I would 
just like honourable members to look a t  the salary 
paid to the Jamaica Permanent Secretary, the man 
through whoin everything has generally eo p a s  to 
be pu t  on the Principal 3!tinister7s deslc. That is thc 
man who, if a minister asks a question, jf he could 
not answer i t  a t  the time, hc could find the answer 
shortly afterwards from his files; he is the man who 
has to make the precis of all the information of a 
particular subject to put on the minister's desk. As 
regards the salaries \of ministers, I think it is only 
fa i r  to tell honourable members, who are not menl- 

hers of thc LdLour I>arty, that two years ago, r11.e 
Labour l',rrty h ~ , c l  it bort u l  bcarborough bedsl~it? 
Conference a t  Isathsheba, and salaries in  the neigh- 
bourhood or what you see proposecl here mere agreed 
upon. b111c.e thell, the British G ~ u a n a  propo.~als 
came along and we had a 1001: a t  t~lein. There mere 
g1,500 a )ear ior eau: o i  the six ~lilnlstries. 1 there- 
fore ask honourable iiieiilbers to accept this just & 
the fact that i t  11as iuggested in  the 'l'nrner Report: 
as regards salaries, follon lng 011 Slr  Alfred Savage 'S 

speech a t  the beginnliig of the 1931 Session that, how- 
ever harcl i t  was to look for  illcreased taxation, we 
could not afford to let our salaries drop so low that 
people who mere living here, sp~eialists in  the fir T 

place, ~roulcl have to gire u p  their ~vorl: ancl leave 
the country for a better salary. Without following 
that blindly, U-e might look a t  the British Gulaiia 
salaries, though, when our figures were first nicil- 
tioiied, the British Gulana constitution had not colnt. 
into operation. That is why we suggested the sum 
of 81,500 for our niinistries, and that is why it has 
come do\vn here to that extent with a niotllficatioii 
and with the Premier given a slight addition. When 
that salary was proposed for the ministries in British 
Ouiana as  well as that  for the Trinidad ministries, 
there was a feeling that a difference should be paid 
to the  Premier, but, .as can be seen, each was allotted 
the same amount. 

There are one or two small points which I will 
nlalre before I sit down. One is--and I say i t  be~cai~se, 
a s  I have said earlier=it is rather snrprising to  find 
the chief u r i t e r  in the Aclvocute iiewspaper deliberate- 
ly saying things which he kiion-s to be dishonest and 
untrue. He is suggesting things which he knows to be 
dishonest when he says we have no par ty  government 
in Barbados, ancl that v:e are not following on BritiAh 
traditions, because members of the Government will 
be holding incompatible offices. Neither my colleague 
nor m>-self can hold offices i n  the Barbados Labour 
P s r i y  when we ac~ept~minis t r ies .  we knolv that, be- 
vsuse ne  niay have to advise against the very Ilnion 
or act in a jnclicial capacity. As I have said earlier, TV(, 
never made a secret of it that, when me became min- 
i s t e r ~  we would resign. All hon. members probably 
are just as disgusted as I, to think that  the only 
daily newspaper of this 19land constantly makes clis- 
honest references about this Government. The last 
pronouncement, just two days ago, in  that same news- 
paper under the (+aption of Mr. George FIunte was 
that he was waiting to see ~irhat would happen. Isn' t  
that strange when in that nenspaper, on t11r 
front pase, it carried an article which stated that I 
said Bustamante should resign from the Head of the 
Jamaica TTorliers' Union sincc he is holding t h ~  
office of Prime Minister of pJa~iiaica. 'It is a convcn- 
tion that a minister shonld not hold incon~patlhle 
offices and we are going to observe it. 

The other point is to answer the question hy Mr. 
George Hunte. Can i t  be more dishonest than what 
34r I5unte asked about answering the question? I Ie  
is asking the public to believe that we intend to hold 
incompatible offices when me are ministers. Too often 
we let judgment go by because we c10 not reply to 
5ilch questions. We ~ n a ~ -  be doing wrong by not an-  
swering that question. C m l d  i t  be more arrant non- 
sense than what he says further that  a minister should, 
at question time, answer qaestions pu t  before him, 

1 on t h ~  spur of the mo~~ien t .  I n  the I-Ionse of Commons 
I every question that is hronght in is handed to 

the Clerk and the Speaker has to approve of i t  and see 
that i t  dops not conflict with the rules of the IIollse 
of Commons and so on. Sometimes it takes weeks of 
laborions work to find out whether that question 
conflicts with anything. I kno~r- that there are a few 



M.P1s who ask qirestions of finance involving pro- 
longed research in order to save themselves the trouble 
of doing it. Therefore, i t  is arrant noiisense for any- 
one to say or to write that, as soon as a &IP. asks a 
question in Parliamei~t, the Minister ntuit get up and 
ieply. The y~~esticln inust go to the department first 
and the reply handed to the Minister in charge. What 
does happen is that ~1:t.n a Minister rep1lc.s to a ques- 
tion, supplementary q~~est jons are allowed ari4no out 
of the answer. If it happcns that the snpplemc~ntary 
questions are numerous a13cl vary fro111 the cil~cstioil, 
the Speaker is tact Eul enough to call on the next ALP. 
and say "your question". lhe  suggestioii that when 
ministerial status co:iles into being a ~ilinibter will 
have to get up and reply to a question as soon as i t  
is put is misleading the public and Mr. George Huiite 
knows wh:n he says that, that he is ilzisleacli~lg the 
public. Mr. Ilunte is a gentleman who has spent 
many years in London. A question will have €0 be 
put to the appropriate member of the Executive be- 
fore a reply can be given. 

Sir, we will go on as usual with the procedure 
of this House. I do hope we will tighten up a bit 
in such things as a particular member repeating him- 
self. Barring such things, we do not intend to de- 
part from the procedure we have been following 
all the time. 

Having spoken at  so great a length-I did it de- 
liberately because this is the most important thing 
in the lifetime of any of us sitting around this table, 
probably the most ililportant thing since Slavery, 
and i t  was necessary that I should do  so in  order 
to cover every bit of ground and not to leave out 
anything for any honourable member to think that 
1 purposely avoided it-I am willing to adjourn this 

of honourable members would like to have a little 
Illcre discussion tonlglrt, perhaps some other hon- 
ourable members may speak, but I would assure 
honourable members who may be ready to speak to- 
~ ~ ; g l ~ t  that, a, t a r  as I all1 concernt.cl, I art, not 
ciesirons of closing debate on this matter tonight. 

&fr. F. L. MTALCOTT: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to 
second the motion. In  so doing I wish to say that 
the Leader of the House has indicated that the 
Leacler of the Opposition - 

Xi-. SPESIIER : I s  the honourable member 
seconding the motion for consideration of the reply l 

Mr. F. L. \\TAl~COTT : I am, Sir. As l ~ v a s  saying, 
the Leader of the House has said that the Leader of 
the Opposition has indicated his willingness to have 
a postpoi~ement of this debate. I am not challenging 
that, but I do know that  there are Members of the 
House other than members of what is called the 
Official Opposition who \vould like to have an  oppor- 
tunity of speaking on this matter tonight. I do not 
see why they should be deprived of that  opportunity 
because three particular members want to discuss 
aillong themselves a matter which they have had for  
the last seven days, and with which they have not 
yet fo~u ld  time to deal. In an important matter such 
as this there should be, I think, a statement of policy 
right away. 

I rose only to second the motion so that  the 
debate might go on, although there is nothing much 
that  I can add to what the Leader has stated. This 
is not a Party matter. Much has been already said 
about Ministerial Status. This House passed an  
Address in 1949 on the matter, and I do not feel that  
there should be any member of this House today 
who has not yet made up his mind as to whether he 
is in favour of i t  or not. I used to hear a t  one time 

House early in order to give a chance to honour- 
able members, especially to the honourabk junior 
member for Christ Church, to put  their thotlghts 
together before speaking. Government certainly is 
;,lore than willing-I say anxious-to give them 
every opportunity'. As I have said, this 
is not a party matter. I t  is an important develop- 
merit in our history. I f  honourable =embers th i ix  
at  $his stage that there should be a n  adjournment, 
whatever they are willing to do, the Governn1er:t is 
pledging that i t  will do. 1 would say this, that it 

is absolutely necessary that this debate be finished 
before the next two days, when two honourable ineln- 
bers from the Executive, including myself, will havc 
to leme the Island. Therefore, I hope that we ~vil! 
finish debating this question if we take to-night, to- 
morrow night and Thursday night to do i t  in. 

Consequent on the M~~~~~~ froln ~i~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l l ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  
T am asking members a@qe ~ p ' y  
ploiig these lines. I have a writtell Address but i t  is 
~ o t  in sufficiently good forl~l-onl~ portions of it. I am 
therefore going lnove an if the 
~Iouse will pprnlit me. 1 all1 lllo~.in$T, 1 hopc 
honourable members will agree to it. that the Hollse 
agree with the proposals His 
Message and the proposals set there- 
in. I will get a ~ r i n t e d  COPY as as POs- 
sible to put in  honourable ~mmbers '  hands, and 
then, if they wish to do so, they Can move amend- 
ments or amplify on it. 

Perhaps some honoursble member can second 
the motion for the passing of this Address and then 
nlove the acljournment if the House so desires. I t  
is only fair to say that the honourable junior niem- 
ber for Christ Church, who seems to be the official 
~ ~ ~ d ~ r  of the opposition, has asked me to grant hir,  
211 a&journment until to-morrow, when he will be 
able to address the House, and I am quite willing 
'to do so. I am not forcing matters. If the majority 

from the Opposition that there were certain things 
with which they would agree if we had Ministerial 
Status, and what worries me now is to find that 
there is such a thing as an  Opposition Part<y, and 
that on this question which was one of the platform 
planks of the Party they have not yet made up 
their mind one way or another on the general way 
of debating this question. There is no mass of docu- 
ments to study. The only document that needs 
study is Mr. Turner's document. From the opening 
of this House in this Session the Leader and Mem- 
bers of this Party have made i t  clear that this ques- 
tion ~x~ould have t~ be debated. YOU cannot excuse 
anyone for saying that he did not know anything 
about it, or that he has not sufficiently read these 
papers make up his mind. 

I think that the point that  you will have the 
greatest discussion oll-al1d the Leader of the House 
could not have spoken on i t  a s  someone else could- 
is the question of salaries. I know that that ques- 
tion is going to be the greatest source of worry for 
some people. of course lllinisterial Status lvould be 
all right, but the salaries proposed is a different 
matter. I suppose they \\.ill feel that the L~~~~~ of 
the H~~~~ is a lalyyer and could make or 
e2,000 a year. Some lawyers tell you that they 
cannot live on less, and the Leader is not one of those 
sand side lawyers rvho make that aniount. So they 
will not regard that salary as  too mllch for  the 
Leader. The Deputy Leader is another professional 
man, and there is no suggestion that he is not in a 
position to earn this salary. I may be lIrrong, but I 
think I am interpreting what the Opposition will 
say. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, from our point of vielv 
feel this may. The Premier or the Leadrr of this 
House should not be in any inferior position to any 
official other than His Excellency the Governor. 
Working on that premise a salary of R2,000 a year 
for any man who is Premier and who has received 
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a manclate frolll the people is lzot too much. I feel 
that  the Leader o r  Prelnier should not hold any 
position inferior, to, say, tha t  of the Colonial S e e p -  
t a ry  or the Chief Justice. The salary which Mr. 
Bustalllallte gets is not superseded by tha t  of the 
Colonial Secretary of Jamaica, and I do not see ~ ~ ~ f i y  
in Barbados there should be a n j  question of in- 
feriority in the position of the  Premier in  relation 
to the Colonial Secretary. The Ninisters should be 
in a position to carry out their Ministerial dutlies. 

I do not want to  be personal, Sir ,  but the C;leA 
of this Chamber gets a salary in the v ic j l l i t~  
g1,250 per annum. h'o one will suggest, urith all 
d~lcl drferc~nccl, tha t  ljlinisters vhose respollsibilit~ 
supersedes that of any Ixead of a Department, ill 
that the Minister is not answerable to the Govern01 
but to the public, should draw less salary than tile 
Head of a Department. The Mmibtcr's c ~ l l d l ~ c ~ t  has 
to be such as to satisfy the wishes of chc. majority 
of the people of this Island, or he will have to give 
u p  his post. F o r  him there is no peiis40n ancl 110 

security of tenure. The only security of tenurl: h(& 
has is the support of the electorate, therefore I 
cannot see how any person in  his normal senses - 
could begin to look a t  the  salaries and  to say that 
they are exorbitant for  Barbados. You must eithel 
have Jlinisterial Status on a proper scale or not 2i 
all, berause if you attempt to  r u n  i t  on a cheap 
scale it will become farcical. 

Someone was suggesting that  I should not make 
this reference. Yon should not hide your head in  
the sand like the ostrioh. J u s t  a s  i n  the scripture:; 
they asked the question, "Where are the nine?", 
the moot question to-day is, "Who is the fifth?". 
1 shall first of all say that there are as yet no 
Ministers a t  all. The Ministers will have to be 
selected by the Premier, and to my mind worrying 
oneself over who will be the fifth is worrying one- 
self undaly. The fifth Minister is a jackpot ques- 
tion. I think it will be a good thing fo r  some or-  
ganisations that  r u n  raffles and sweeps to have 
hat SlTeeP wit11 the 24 members of the House and 
ask people to take out the fifth Minister and who- 
ever gets him will draw the first prize. 

I I have said enough. we are 'lot the 
Members who want to go home, or who have 110: 

yet madt? Our On this We 
not bc afraid of any  newspaper which writes about 
our tlist~nssino. matters a t  mid-night. Tf all)- matter 
deserves to be discussed a t  midnight, discuss it a t  
midnight and half an  hour later. The Members of 
this I ' a r t ~  have ~ ~ a l k e c l  about until morning cam- 
paigning ill this conntry. Not a t  t ~ ~ r l v e  o'clock in  the 
day. Those T T ~ O  opposed us told the public 110t to vote 
for  as ,  brit the people still elected us, and there 
is no 11s~' ~ 0 r r ~ i l ' l g  abont R IlPIVSpaper. 1 1~~0Llld ll0t 
have any  difficult^ in  discussing such a matter as 
this a t  midnight. I f  anyone m n t s  to go home, let  
him go. There is no lock on the door. TjThen 
want to discuss certain important matters a t  mid- 
day certain melnbers s t a r  outside and do not come 
m to form a quomm. I have seen mall!' a lfenlber 
i n  the r ~ o b b ~ ' .  refllqing to come i n  and You, Mr. 
Ppeal<f~r, had to acljourn the House for ~ ~ ' a l l t  of a 
cnornln. Tf we are accused of discussing public 
things a t  midnight we do so i n  the ~ u b l i c  interest, 
and not in the interest of any illdividnal member. 

31r. Spealwr. 1 think enough ha? been said. The 
Leader of the Ho11sc made a n  excellent speech. It 
n a s  a speech that any editor or sub-editor ~vorthb- 
of hi< nanw wonl(1 have published in full, and T 
hope that that speccl1 vi l l  be published i n  the Beacor 
newspaper or in p a ~ n ~ h l e t  form so that  the people 

to let pass as  just another event historlcal occasions 
such as this. \Ire do not revere them enough. We 
should preserve the best of the  speeohes that  have 
been iilacle on such occasions. I feel that the speech 
whicli the Leader of the llouse has made is one, th? 
reading of whiciz shoulcl nut be confined to the privi- 
leged f e ~ ~  ~ ~ 1 1 0  read the Official Gazette. The 0%- 
cial Gazette has too small a circulation for it to be 
said that  you slioulcl publish what inembers say i n  
the OEcial Gazette so that the people should be able 
to read it. You do not expect the  only daily nexvs- 
paper to think of carrying the Leader's speech in 
fnll. They have to reserve space for  advertisements, 
which a re  more profitable and payeing. But  we hope 
that other organs which are not concerned only 
with nlaking money bnt who are  also interested in 
propogating good aem-S, will see that this speech is 
published i n  full. 

I have mucli pleasure i n  seconding that  motion. 
JIr. M S P P :  i\Ir Speaker,-I had hoped to speak 

on this question this evening after listening 
to  the x ' i e ~ ~ s  of Honourable Blembers on the 
other side. I feel sure that the Oppositioll must have 
views 011 a matter of such iiliportance. I had 
therefore hoped to retain m y  fire - if any - ulltil 
that time. hut I ste then1 all reinaining comfortably 
in  their seats. On a question like this which is of 
national importance and not P a r t y  importance, I 
feel that Melnlhers of the House should not be lax i n  
stating their opinions. After all, Sir ,  we have read 
from Mr. Turner's report that Members of the Op- 
position and other groups whonl he did not nlenticll 
discussed this matter with him, and expressed their 
views, and their views have been taken into consid- 
eration, so xje have to assume that members on the 
other side were acqnainted with what was going on, 
a p r i ~ i l s g e  which some of us until  recently did not 
;laxre - I illeall the Back Benchers of the Ltabour 
Part,.. The other side knew xvhat was on, and 
therefore they do not reqaire any week or two weeks 
to make u p  their minds as to Jvhat approach they 
adopt to~vards the ql-lestioii of Ministerial Status. 

I will s tar t  off by saying that  as the one who 
handled the Address which was introduces into this 
House i11 1949 urging Ministerial Status, I a111 very 
qlad indeed to see that, after & long illterval it is 
before us ill concrete form. I will a y ,  Sir, that as Tar 
as the "Bushe Experiment,5 is collcerlletl I think 
that thi., I I ~ ~ ~ ~  and pe,ople of as a 
whole should extelld a tribute not in any party spirit, 
b , t  above party to the manner ill which the 
four Jlelllbers of the IJabonr Party fie ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t i ~ ~  
Colnrllitttee have u-orl\-ed that so far, A 
tribute like that  would not be generous; it be 
deserving, becansr we are the only Cololly which has 
\vorkecl such a n  experiment, the exprrinlellt being 
a llalf-\ya?- house, is difficult to  ~f i t  has 
h p l l  worked successtnlly 1T.e kno\\r that i% is due a 
great deal to the fact that a t  the head of the Labonr 
PartS ,at the head of the ~~~~~~~~~t there was 
a man who TTas strong enough to, a n d  who could instil 
a sellre of discipline into the Party.  I pay that  tribute 
to him because i t  was a spstem whith nccdccl a strong 
persoilality to wol-k it. TTre, the Rack Bellchers of the 
Party, have oftell felt a scns:: of fruqtratioll at .clle 
I T T q -  ;r, 1~~1lich tllillgs nrcrc \Torlring a t  olle time ullder 
the csprrilllellt, and there jy;aq sometimes a clash 
between sone  of us  and the Leader of the House 
b ? c a ~ ~ s e  in his vision of jlze fntnro he always irieci to  
to h ~ r e  a disciplined Party,  m-hereas the Back Bench- 

I crs I;llc~\* thxt we could not pu t  the blame 011 some- 
one if tliings were going - ~ ~ r o n g  in certain depart- 
ments. We had a t  tlw sanic t i ~ u c  to preserve a sense 

can read what he said. I feel that  WC are too prone I c f  Par ty  clisci]~line, but as 1 haye said, i t  led on 





is too costly. Such views are obriously conserva- 
tive. Those people are not looking a t  the spirit of 
these proposals. They are rnerely concerned with 
their pockets. But they do not speak for the people 
of Barbaclos. They do not interpret the wishes of 
the people of this Island. They are small souls who 
can only nleasure things in terms of money. Froln 
what 1 have see11 in these proposals I do not think 
they lrlean one extra cent in taxation. One writer 
?I::> s d ~ l  that we have a big staff in the Colonial 
Secretary's Office, and he has asked why we need to 
bring more but he not know, and has 

e'-ell read that we are using the present staff of 
the Colonial Secretary's Office in the proposals 
There is an old saying that "a cheap thing 
is no good". But there are people who 
would not like to see Ministerial Status succeed 
at  all, They would prefer to go back to the days 
prior to the "Bushe Experiment" and back to the 
dead \\,eight of Colonialism. so they would like to 
see Ministerial Status collapse. There are come people 
l\,ho are disappointed that Barbados is not like British 
Guiana. Many people are hoping to postpolle the 
impleinentation of these proposals for a long time. 
But people on the other side have already discussed 
it. They want a lot of postponement because they 
want to see Jlinisterial Status collapse, and I thiiilt 

Status the Meinbers of the Government and the 
Colony as a whole should inake sure that they do not 
try to work it on too cheap a basis. If you say that 
you regarcl a Ninister in the sarrle way that you re- 
gard, for instance, a nlan 011 the lo\~est rung of the 
Civil Service, j'ou will eventually cheapen the whole 
idea of self-government and the whole status of the 
representatives of the people. So s i r ,  I feel that the 
fears of the junior member for s t .  peter are really 
ullnecessary so far as this H~~~~ is concerned, al- 
though he did not address his remarks to this House 
dlone. But as far  as this House is collcerned, 1 ,, sure that will arsproac]l tllis from a 
high level alld not indulge in any 

about these salaries. 
There is another importapt point on the matter 

cf cost, that is, the question of offices. I have con- 
sidered these proposab very thoroughly, and I must 
Sal- 1 prefer the system useid in British Guiana. 1 
am in  favour of having a block of Ministerial offices 
where the Ministers will be close together, and where 
they will be close to Governmellt House, so as t o  
avoid having to purchase vans, etc. I n  fact, sir,  
ajthough this House has not yet made a final decision, 
the qllestion of Parliamentary buildings was dis- 

, cussed in  the Five-Year Plan. I feel that, in the 
I am right in saying that  that  view may be shared ) light of these proposals, it would be a good idea to 
by some higii officials in this Colony. They want 
to sa>- that the coloured boys cannot run anything. 
The Aialans do not want to see the h'krurnahs come 
up b>- their side. 

This is soinething that concerns Barbados 1, a 
wholc ant1 the West Indies. I t  does not, concLXrri 
Barbados alone. Eventually i t  concerns the wllole 
West lndies because we are a part of the West lndies. 
and if we cannot run our own affairs how can we 
find rflpresentatives to run West Indian affairs? I 
say again that there are some mean-spirited people 
among who on the surface may not be offering 
opposition, but deep zown they want to impede the 
progreys of this Island, hoping that this further con- 
stitutional development will end in a failure. I hope, 
Sir, that whatever our personal opposition 1naY be 
we will put i t  on one side in this debate and dis- 
cus these proposals from the highest level. SO when 
it comes to costs, I say again that it is very easy 
to approach the matter in a partisan manner and to 
say that it is too expensive. But the people who 
ray so are those who want it to break down. I have 
seen nothing in these proposals to suggest that what 
the Lcader of the House has said is not true. Minis- 
terial Status will be worked on the barest minimum 
possible. Sometimes, Sir, I wonder if some people 
in the West Indies really deserve self-government. 

I the made ill certaid chamberr 
and recently in the Triniclacl Legislative Coui~cil and 
see certain actions of the Trinidad Government 1 
wonder if they that our dPstilly lies in our 
hands, and llnlesc we act like and not 1ii;e 
,childrcn me callnot go on to things, When 

rc,ad about the attitude of native West 
'to fello1v West Indians you are bound to wonder 
if these mean-spirited people know that they are 
hurting the can% of the West Indies as a whole. 
cay l\T\.r, make sure that J+7e in Barbadosrise on 
this occasion and ?hampion the callse of west  Indian 
freetlom and Tvest Indian progress by looking a t  
this qneqtion from the highest possible level, and 
aDproachillg i t  in the only may iiz which i t  should be 
approwchecl. LeavP out partisanship, personalities 
2nd Party, and look at  the Island as a whole. 

T l,ave referred to the Trillidad I,?gislati\-e 
Connc.il dphate. Tf one speech stands out 
during that debate in that Chamber it was one in 

it was stressed that in a thing like Ministerial 

use the spot near Government House for Ministerial I offices, even if we do not build new (Parliament build- 
ings. I say' again that the system which obtains i.n 
British Guiana is the best one. It can be said that 
there is no need for any priority, as far  as Parlia- 
ment buildings are concerned. We are very corn 
fortable here, although we do have to use fans when 
it is hot, and it is true that the acoustics are 
very bad except whell hono~~rable members are 
indulging in asides. 1 think that Government should 
give consideration to having the Ministers' 
offices in one block, even if they leave out the ques- 
tion of new Parliament buildings. I have been told 
that we have the best Parliament buildings in the 
West Indies, so we should acquire the lands a t  
ernment House as suggested in the Five-Year Plan, 
and use it for the erectioll of nljllisterial I 
am more in farour of that of having ministerial 
offices put all about the place. That map be neces- 
sary in London where there are many Ministries, 
but I do not think it is necessary in a small I s l a d  
like ~ ~ ~ b ~ d ~ ~ .  put the offices close together so as 
to unnecessaw time having to run long dis 
tances. 

The Leader of the House has referred to some 
writer who lilies to see his name in print and who 
writes all kinds of nonsensfi This writer has written 
about question time in the House of Assembly. I t  has 
been said that question time is the backbone of dcmo- 
eratic government, because it is the time when the 
representatives olf the people can find out things from 
the Ministers and from the Government about their 
constituencies, little things that you do not get in 
debate. But as the Leader of the House said, it is 
foolishness to talk about giving an  immediate long 
reply to questiolns put by members. Members should 
give advance notice of these queetions, so that the 
?,Iinisters can look up the matters asked about and 
get the necessary information. What 1 am hoping is 
that simultaneously with the bringing into effert of 
these pro~osals  Government will act on the recom- 
mendations of the Printing and Debates Committee 
as to staff. You cannot have an efficient system 
of Go~.~nnient n ithont on efficient and up-to-date 
Parlianlentarp staff. 1 think we should attend to our 
or-n Parliament ancl See that it is rLln efficiently. 
(A llember: What is that to do with Ministerial 
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Status!) Sollie honourable ~neinber has asked sotto miss the Afinisters o r  call for  a n  election and get . uoce. What is that  to  do wit11 Aiinisterlal S ta t~ l s !  Thz around the constitution in  this way without the cun- 
Leader of the Iiouse has said that he hopes to have stitutlon breaking down. I am referring to the con- 
the Par ty  system working so well that  you will have I 
delegates i n  order to lceep the people i n  coilstailt 
'nucn with what the I \ l i i~ls~ers  are ddfilg, 111 oruer to 
keep the public opinion alive. 1 am hoping that the 
Government will see to i t  that this Holtse also Beeps 
the people fully informetl about n h a t  we are cloing, 
cnd that  they will take steps to have an increase(1 
2nd more emcient stait, so ttlat \ye can get cte~ates 
out properly and  quickly after they have tdken place. 

A 
I think that  is a very iinportant cluestion. 

After  all, Sir, one of the reasons \vhy we look 
forward to Ministerial Status is because in the past 

P we were not satisfied with Ministers having to work 
for their own livlng outside, and not being able to 
give ful l  time and  attention to their lnlnisteriai 
duties. One of the advantages which will arise froin 
the ntw system is that Ministers  ill hare a t  their fin- 

, >.er tips all the matters relating to their departn~ents.  
phey will be in  office day after clay ~eei i ig  after their 
departments. They will be acyuaiiltecl n lth ererythinr 
going on i n  this Island and  i n  the administration of 
G-ovemment. They will be able to give us more in- 
formation i n  this House so that  we can pass it on to 
c u r  constituents. B u t  it will be useless to have them 
working full  time and  for them to be able to give this 
House a better account of what is going on and  then 
to have a long delay i n  the  publication of the deb'ates, 

that  people, will not l;now what is going on and what 
has been said in  the House of Assembly. So I hope 
that  implementation of the proposals p u t  u p  by the 
Debates Committee of which Committee I am a mem- 

stitution of British Guiana as it was before the re- 
cent crisis. B u t  Barbados is ahead of British Guiana. 
The Members of our Government have not been in- 
fluenc.ecl by Cornmnnisrn. They could not be in- 
fluenced by it. A level-headed Barbadian would 
have to go off his n u t  to do what Dr.  Jagan  and 
borne others have been aecused of doing. Llie are a 
bit  too stable, and even too conservative in  certain 
cspects of our  nature. 

Sir,  I say again we have reached a stage beyond 
being just another territory i n  the  British Empire. 
If we have reached that  &age and have caused the 
British Government t o  have confidence i n  the people 
of Barbados why retain such a drawback i n  our con- 
stitution of having t o  compromise unduly?  Happily, 
where you have strong Leaders and  where you have 
a s t ~ o n g  Premier you do not  fea r  that there will 
be much compromise. B u t  we are not working this 
system for  to-day or  fo r  tomorrow. We are  going 
on from there, and  we s h o ~ l d  be i n  a position where 
Our pol iw ~ 1 1 1  not be dictated by outside people 
who are  nominated by the Government and  who art? 
willing to water down the policy of the Par ty .  That  
is the next bltage. Another step is  to tell the  
Legislative Council exactly what their relations to 
this Honse must be. Obviously, tha t  is a questioil 
that must be decided upon in  the very near future. 
VTe callllot leave it to chance o r  leave i t  in  i ~ d  air. 
We "o~lld have some Pariialllelltary Kill pass3u 
regularising the relations between this place and tb,; 
Other Place. 

ber, will come down in  the near future. I I say again, Sir,  that  I feel that  the people of 
NOW, Sir, I am well aware that this is a natural Barbados, who have seen the "Bushe Experiment" 

evolution of the systen~ of democratic government, 
4 specially in  a small country. You cannot get every- 
thing a t  once. You have to advance gradually, bur 
if there is one thing 1 wo~lld like to see e n d ~ d  i n  th,? 
llear future  it is the system of having llominated 
rhembers sitting in  the Governmellt, eve11 though they 
may not agree with the Government's political 
views. Many times the honourable senior inember 
for the City has said in this Hou<:e that 
]:new what the Goverllment was about to do befor- 
the members of this Par ty  Ime~fr, and the IToll- 
ourable Leader of the House has replied by say. 

worked and who have seen the way in which the 
members of the Government have worked that  ex- 
periment, welcolne this new step forward as 
a n  expression of confidence i n  the abilities of their 
leaders. I hope that we will approach this matter froril 
the highest level and tha t  there will be no unneces- 

delay in  replying to the Governor's Mes5age. 
The future  of this Island, Sir, lies not in  the h a n h  
of the Colonial Office b u t  in  the hands of the people 
themselves, and  of their representatives. It lies i n  
the hands of the people they elect t o  speak on their 
behalf. 1 feel sure tha t  we will go on to higher things 

ing that the honourable senior lllelnber for  the  City eventuzll:lly attain greater responsibility i n  
bad ears that other people did not have. But 11-e call directing our own affairs. 
guess where he gets his news from. ihnyhow. Sir, 1 
~v i l l  not pursue tha t  point any further.  I am not by 
implication or otherwise saying that people bring 
out  secrets. What  I am saying is tha t  the system of 
having nominated members in  a Cabinet can lead 
to a serious situation where you have people not 
elected by the people and who do not agree with yoar 
political views sitting and listening to  all tha t  you 

C are saying. I h o w  that  we are a small Colony, and 
we will be told we have to evolve. bu t  I hope thzt 
we will not take a century to evolve. I do not  think 

39r. J .  C. J IOTTbEY:  Mr. Speaker, - On a 
Message of such importance having such a n  import- 
a n t  bearing on the life of every man, woman and  
child in this Island, I feel that  each and every 
member of this Chamber should make some con- 
tribution. (Cheers) I n  the position i n  which we are  
to-day we have either to go forward or to stand still. 
Whether mre accept Xinisterial Status as a forwarcl 
movement or a backward one we should decide here 
and now whether we accept i t  or not. I am not quite 
sure if we should. N y  mind is not yet made up on that  

the Leader of the House will agree to take a decade point. What  I can say is, tha t  the result of our  de- 
to advance to tha t  stage. I am just throwing i t  out i n  cision to-day will re-echo down the ages to countless I the hope that  i n  the  not distant future  we will see unborn generations. (Cheers) I f  we are truly re- 
a further step forward in  which this anomaly 01 
having nominated members who do not agree 

sitting on the Governnlent will rnr1. 
AS a brilliant coiistitutionalist ha4 said, the f ~ m d a m e n  
ta l  point about the British Cabinet is that you advance 
to a stage where there is  as little compromise as pas- 
sible. W e  do not want to have a Dictatorship. The 

evolutio~l of British Guiana reached a 
stage \\,here it was necessary that  the Governor and 
the Ministers should work a t  least in some form of 

2% co-operation. I do not  see how a Governor could dis- 

sponsible men sent here by the majority of the 
electors to represent their interests by  taking de- 
cisive action lye must either support this Message 
or reject it. Every change is  a risk, but  as respon- 

I sible men and women we are  bound to take risks. 
This is a constitutional change we have either to 
accept or reject. We have often boasted that we are  
the oldest responsible Government in  the British 
Don~inions. Well, to-day we are called upon to pu: 
this boast into concrete action by accepting or re- 
'jecting Ministerial Status. I hope that  it wi!! be 



accepted for more reasons than one. Thele is a n  old 
adage which says, "Good things no cheap", thert-  
fore if we dwell on the financial implications we wili 
never get anywhere. We have to look f'urther t h a ~ l  
that. If we are  to join the rest of the world in con. 
stitutional development we have got to  accept this. 
If our voices must have any influence with the pea- 
ple of Tobago, Trinidad and  the other West Indian 
islands we are bound to accept this, and  let pos- 
terity tell us whether we did u7rong or right. We 
have to accept i t  now. 

I do not think that  this Message calls for pro- 
longed debate because I feel that  we are people in 
c8ur full senses, and we understood about this matter 
long before now. We have to make a decision as  to  
whether n-e want to join the rest of the civilised world 
and go on to victory o r  to stand still or to go round 
and r o l u ~ d  in circles i n  the morass of time. W e  are 
presented with a n  opportunity to  inscribe our names 
with a golden pen on the pages of history and to 
tell posterity that 23 men and 1 woman have decided 
that this is a step that Barbados should take. 

I n ould like to say this to the Ho~ionrable Leader 
of thi.; ITouse. \Ye have got to have Ministerial 
Status, ancl 1 I.\-onld suggest to him to use the most 
brilliant men in his par ty  to G11 these posts, so that  
the interests of Barbados may not suffer because' of 
the puttina of the n7rong men in the wrong positions. 
(Cheers). 

DERATE ON ADJOURNMENT 

311.. COX:  Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move that 
this I iol~se c10 nov  adjourn until 8.45 o'clock. 

Mr. E. D. AIOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker,-It seems 
io me that every one is waiting to hear what the 
Opposition has to say. I am going to  move an 
amend~nent to the motion that has bee11 made. I am 
going to move that the House adjourn until  toniorrow 
;t 3.00 o'clork. I am doing that for this reason. MThen 
the Leader of the Opposition was leaving he told me 
that the Leader of the Honse had said that he woul$ 
adjourn at  8 o'clock. (Mr. Adams: I said, if i t  was 
the wish of the House). That is right. If it was the 
wish of t21~ House. I t  is not that Jve want to get 
to bed early, but in view of the fact that the Leader 
of the Ilonse has jnqt drafted the reply to the 
Gorernol. '~ &Ie'isage we were hoping to get a chance 
to stud!- it. ,Jn\t reading it through is one thing, hut 
ctudyinq it is another. 31ay I be permitted to say, 
Sir, that the reply which is drafted by the Leadrr 
of the 11011\e will be a reply to himself, so to spealr 
1 am sure that he \;ill give us a n  opportunity of say- 
ing nhether or not n e  agree v:ith everything in that 
repl>-, ancl if we x ~ a n t  to nialie some anleiidmeiit~ to 
i t .  E r r n  if hoaourable menibers have some anxiety 
about pasqing the reply toniyht I an1 not making 
any reference to adjourning the Honse for two or 
three c1:1\-S. 1 appreciate the fact that the Leader has 
70 Ieaxr fo r  California on Friday. J Jha t  T am saying 
is that \;c should adjourn until three o'cloe!; tomor- 
row so that T I ~  on this side might make our coiitribu- 
tion to the debate on these proposals. The members of 
fh r  l'iirt\- are fen-, hut T will say that when this matter 
l--as bei!lc cli~cnssed a t  a yery high l r re l  it was 
c9learl) rtate(1 that there was need for the Gpposi- 
tioii, small as it is. to put  in  itc viex~c. 1 do not thin!< 
that anyonc will deny us thp opportunitJ- of nialiii~g 
a fnll c:mtribnt;on n l t h o u ~ h  it ;c: the r i rh t  of the 
ITonv. T11~ T,~ader of the Socialic,t Par ty  and other 
memhcrl. of his Par ty  halve madc their rwntri:?uiio~ 
to this debate. Tt remains for  the nienibers on this 
side of tllc. table to make their contr ib~~t ion.  I hare 

just got the reply drafted by the Leader of the 
House, and me have had no time to go through it. l a 
therefore beg to move that  the House adjourn untih 
tomorro~\- a t  3 o'clock p.m. 

Mr. ADABEB: Mr. Speaker,-I am speaking 
purely on the motion for  the adjournment. I did tell 
the honourable junior meniber for Christ Church 
that I clid not n a n t  to  give the impression that the 
Government has its eye on any particular person as 
the Leader of the Opposition. Ko one will cleny to 
nienibers who want to speak an  opportunity to speak. 
No one 11-ould dreaiii of stifling debate on such a 3 

subject. I am not pressing one x:ay or the other. I 
n-ish I 7;-ere in  bed no~v. The honou.rable meniber is 
speaking a,s if we were trying to force a decision 
tonight. That is not so. We want everyone's views. * 
But  if there are  other members who want to come 
back after dinner and speak why stop them? &et 
the honourable members who want to, come back 
tornorrow and speak, but  do not stop anyone who 
wants to speak tonight. I f  honourable members ' 
vote for  the  amendment I will go home cheerfully. 
If they vote against i t  I will sit cheerfully and 
listen. I did tell the honourable member for  Christ 
Church that  if the House was not opposed to  it I 
nould wind u p  the debate a t  eight o'clock. I am in 
the hands of honourable members. 

Mr. L E W I S :  Mr. Speaker,-I am going to 
second the motion made 'by my colleague. I have 
endeavoured to assist the House and  to assist you, 
Sir, in  harmonising conflicting views. I Tvas told by 
the hoiionrable junior member for Christ Church- 

Mr. S P E A K E R :  If  honourable members will 
desist from making speeches .;.,.hieh are not intended 
for my ears it will be of great benefit to this House. 
l f  they persist in making such speeches arhich cer- 
tainly are a p t  to throw the honourable member ad- 
dressing the Chair off his feet, I \rill certainly claim 
disorder in  the Chamber and map adjourn it. 

Mr. L E W I S :  As I was saying, I was told by 
the junior member for Christ Church that  there was 
difficulty under the rules, and  that the Leader of I 
the House had told him that  he vrould adjourn at 
P o'clocli-. The Leader of the House knows that if 
he wants the House adjourned i t  will be done, and 
that on the strength of that the honourable member 
for Christ Church left this Chamber. 

I  rill say, Sir, that  the reply to  the Message 
has only just been handed around, and it will serve 
110 useful pnrpose to  press the House to continue 
tonight. This is a matter which deals with setting 
tip Ministerial Status, and members of the L'abour 
I'arty stand to benefit from it. I vrould feel proud 
of the fact that 1 did give \fray on this occasion and 
allcwrd the debate to continue tomorrow rather than 
insist that it be continued or to let i t  go on as it 
has been going on. The proper thing would have 
been fo r  the Leader of the Opposition t o  haye started 
to debate the reply after it hail been niorecl an6 
~econcled. I feel that the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies 7~:onld take a dim vie..- of this rlebate if it 
was said that the Leader of the Honse pron~ised that 
he ~vcnld adjourn ancl then objectecl to doing so. 

Mr. ADAMS: I have said already, and I am 
saying it again. I wish to heaven I were in bed. I 
said that I 1570111d arljourl~ if it was the wish of the  
I-Iou,c, but iii any event T bcliere that the debate will 
go on until Thursday. There is no q~lestioii of stifling 
cebate. The honourable member is making a sug- 
crestion that T wave mv v-ord to th? honourable jliizior 
~iieniber for Christ Chnrclh and am now falling back 
on it. * 
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2rIr LEIITIS: I t  is a Imowll fact that if the h o ~ -  feeling on the part of some members, including the 
ourable Leader wanted this House adjournecl nolv iz two honourable melnbcrz; for the City, that we, the 
would be adjourned. He knows that, so ~t is no ui: members of the Government, along wlth members ot 
hiding behind the fact. He kno~vs that it call be ad- the majority party, are inclined to force this question, 
journetl now if he and his Party want it. EIe ha\  without giving inenlbers of the Opposition the chance 
referred tonight to newspaper artit les. Why provokc~ to express their point of view, I would say that that is 
ne~:-spapc.r articles that  ill have so mueh truth far  from the truth. I think the honourable junior 
in them that the honourablt. niember ~l-ill haye difl- member for the City went as fa r  as tot say that, when 
cultS in denying them? I am him to see it in the Secretary of State for the Colonies reads the de- 
that light. It will be difficult for him to explain that bates on this question, he will see the injustice of our 
he wantecl the Honsr adjourned but honourable action of departing from our promise to the Leader of 

A member5 lvo~rld nct adjourn it. To my mind, ad- the Opposition in not adjourning the House a t  8 
journing the House until -t'on~orrow would be ail easy O'clock. Of course that was not a statement ,-de on 
way of whipping the Opposition, because they lvould fke floor of the IIouse by the Leader of the House to 
have to find some method of finding something to say the h a d e r  of the O~position. I t  was only the hen- 
tomorrow. I do not think that it is a matter l\-hich ourable junior member for the City who made that 
the members of the Labour Party should be pressinq statement and, of course, everybody knows the type 
through the House. 1 think i t  should be debated in  of mentality which he possesses. Now, it is further 
a manner that would give credit to this Chamber and stated - we have read i t  in the Press from time to  
to Pour Honour. 1 think that the House should have time - that this IIouse carries on its business until 
an opportunity of expressing itself about what has the wee hours of the morning and does not give me?- 
taken place already. For that reason I am secbnding hers, ~ a r t i c u l a r l ~  members of the Opposition, the 
the motion made by my colleague. opportunity of discussing various questions intell!- 

Mr. ALLDER : Your Honour, I would like to gently. I n  other words, this House do- not give t i n t  

knolr, if I sit if I ,vil] still be entitled to due consideration which is absolutely necessary to 
legislative matters and other things for the good 

Mr. If the member sit' government of the country, because of the fact that 
now. i t  prolongs its meetings until late hours. I want to 

Mr. MAPP : Mr. Speaker, speaking bn the motion say here now that it is immaterial to me what 
for the adjournment, I have followed the last honour- the press at times. ~h~ P~~~~ will 
able member 'S remarks and I really cannot understand as the mentality of its writers directs them. 
why this House should deny any honourable member sir,  we fought the Elections in 19'51 and I am 
from speaking tonight if he wishes '0 do so after the 
dinner adjournment. 

Mr. IJEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I must rise. The 
Leader of the House has already assured the Leader 
of the Opposition that he would adjourn the House by 
eight o'clock. I t  would place me in an awkward posi- 
tion, having seconded the motion for the adjournmen: 
until tomorl'ow. 

Mr. MAPP : The Leader of the Opposition should 
L be present. He  should be present at  any important 

debate such as this. As a matter cf fac t ,  I Pcel anv 
honourable member, who is interested in  the progress 
of the Island, should be here. Why sh'ould we deny 
any honourable member in the Labour Party the 
privilege of speaking tonight, if he wishes to do so? 
Why deny him? We have agreed to give a chance to 
every honourable member to speak. The members of 
the Labour Party agree to that. As a matter bf fact, 
this matter is of so much importance that it is ex- 

'pected every honourable member will speak on it. 
Mr. SPEAKER:  I will put the amendment first. 

The question is that thip House do now adjourn until 
to-morrow a t  3 o'clock p.m. Honourable melnbers in 
favour will please say l l a y e ) y  and those against will 
please say "no". 

C The motion was resolved in the negative, the 
d 

House dividing as follows :- 

Ayes: LEWrS' TAL*.lA7 IWR' 
;\h. J. C. XIOTTLFX al1d ~ ' I R .  VA~GIIAS.-(5). 

M's. B O u R ~ E ~  MR. H ~ L ~ ~ ~ ~  
MR. M'. F. L. W A L ~ o T ~ ,  MR. ADAMS, MR. COX, 
Rfr:. 31 LDER, RIR. >TILLER and MR. E. D. XOTTLEB. - 
(1 0) .  

The question that this House do now adjourn fol" 
three-quarters of an Eonr was then pnt and resolved 
in the affirmatire on the declaration of Mr. Speaker: 
"I think the Ayes have it." 

Mr. Slpeaker adjourned the Rouse accordingly. 
On re-as~embling, 
Mr. COX: Mr. Speaker, from the outset I ~ ' ~ u l a  

like to say that, in view of the fact that there is some, 

( sure every honourable member will agree with me, 
as well as the public generally, that members of t,hr 
Opposition, who are absent from the House a t  this 
moment, campaigned until the early hours of the 
morning during that election campaign just as  mem- 
bers af the Labour Party. As a matter of fact, l 
wondered at  the time how some of those old Conserva- 
tives, who never before took the opportunity of putting 
before the Electorate their point of view, not even in 
the daytime let alone at  night, withstood the rigours 
of the cold nights, especially in the northern par i~hes  
of the Island. If they could, in such circumstances, 
remain out of doors until so early or  so late - as the 
case may be-I cannot see how it can be argued with 
justification at  this stage that they are not capable 
- whether by health or whatever the case may be - 
of coming into the House and remaining until 8, 9 or 
11 o'clock at  night. 

I want to say here and now that we, the mem- 
bers of this Government, never had the intention 
of skifling debate on this question. AS a matter 
of fact, it is to0 important to do SO. This question 
to rile is of great concern, even greater to me than 
the einaii:.ipatioiz of slavery in the Islznd of -Bar- 
bados. Therefore, I would like to listen to all 
viex:-s, all expressions and all llotions on this 
(luestion. The Leader of the EIoase made it crystal 
clcar in his opening remarks that he was prepared 
to discuss this question to-day and then to go on to- 
niorrow and on to Thursday and the only reason 
he stoppecl at Thursday is because of the fact that 
the honourable junior member fo r  St. Peter and 
he are schednled to leave the Island 011 Friday 
morning on a very important ma t t e~ .  As most 
IlononmbIe lnembcrs mav kno1\7, they are going to 
tllc l-llited states to  Ggotiate for work for ,.hc 

uilemployed we have in this 
As I have said, we cannot afford to stifle debate 

on ;hi. question, therefore I am very glad the 
I~onoura'ble senior member for 5%. John has sup- 
ported this motion for a short adjournment and 
has given me the opportunity to speak now. At this 



stage, I would like to thank the honourable junior 
lneiuber for  St. Philip for  the colitributioii ~ \ J l i c l  
he has niacle to tills yuesrion. it nab a very i1111)or- 
taiit colitributloli anu  j o u  could see that h e  spoBe 
from his heart. So\ \ ,  Sir, this aclvaiiceiiient wlilch 
has been offered to this 1Iouse is one which every 
menibrr of the commuliity, who is conscious of im- 
proving the coiidilioiis oi  this Cololly, would grasp 
with loiigi~ig arms. I say that  because 1 happen 
to  be one of those persons who were associated with 
the Barbados Progressive League ever since its 
fornlation i n  1938. We all luiow that, due to the 
niisrepresentations which this lslaiid have had for 
over th i t e  hundred years, i11 1937 throughout the 
West lnclies and including Barbados, there had 
beell disturbances of some sort or the other and. 
af ter  that, there was a g r ~ w t h  of political bodies, 
not only iiz this 1:Jand but in  the whole of the West 
Indies. Froin then, the Barbados Progressive League 
set out to improve the conditions of the down- 
trodden people of this Island by means of s p o n ~ o ~ ~  
ing candidates to  the House of Assembly i n  order 
that  social legislation might be introduced and 
passed by this House. A s  the honourable Leader 
has said, a programme of action was drafted by 
some leading members of the Par ty  in  1940 and from 
then the Par ty  started to propose and  pu t  before 
the public members for the House of Assembly in 
whom it had confidence and  who would go there 
and  propound and support  the policy which was 
p u t  u p  to the electorate. Since then, it was made 
crystal clear by the Labour Par ty  to the electorate 
as a whole that the Par ty 's  aim was to capture 
the Government of this Island, with a view to 
running i t  in  the interest of the people generally. 
F rom time to time, the Labour Par ty  has put  
manifestoes to the people to which they have 
agreed; and on the last occasion they have elected 
the abuiidant majority of sixteen members of the 
Labour Par ty  to this House. I wish to say thai 
was largely due to the fact that, in  1941, we passed 
a Bill giving the right to every individual who had 
reached the age of 21 whether he was edfucated or 
not, to have the right to sag who should represent 

7 
him. That was a very important factor in  the 
political life of this country and I may say of any 
community, because I am sure that, if the people 
i n  the Bahamas and  the Bermudas had represen- 
tative Government as we have i t  to-day, racial preju- 
dice and discrimination, xyhich exist in  those Islands. 
would not exist, in view of the fact that  the people 
of those Islands mould be able to elect members 
10 their governnlent those who would represent the111 
in t ruth  and in fact. 

After the Elections in  1951, these proposals as 
you have here were pu t  u p  in  keeping with the 
promises to the people, and  it took us some time to 
get them completed. As you w?ll see, there were 
many diiscussions and, as  was to be expected, certain 
proposals could not have been agreed to by us-I 
mean executive niembers from this House-and we 
fought and fought, until  the proposals which you 
see before us  are more o r  less the proposals which 
we agreed to. Now, Sir. as has been ably p u t  by the 
honourable junior member for St .  Philip, the ques- 
t ion is whether we are (fit for this advancement. 1: 
am sure e-very intelligent individual, must agree 
that  the  time has conie; so f a r  as Barbados is con- 
cerned i t  is ripe. I f  for  no other reason than that 
the people of Jamaica-I do not say this with any 
derogatory intention-are given the vote and in  ex- 
ercising i t  they have to use signs or symbols: and 
similarly, is this true of the people of Trinidad ant1 
British Guiana ancl yet all these three colonies have 

a c h i e ~ e d  ininisterial status, ~ h i c h  leads u p  to self- 
government; surely if this is so, Barbados, a colony 
which is said to have less illitesacy i n  the T e s t  In- 
dles than any  other should be ripe fo r  this advance- 
ment. Quite recently we have been discussing this 
cluestion of illiteracy with the Director of Education 
a n d  he told us  that, i n  so fa r  as the literacy test i s  
concerned, i t  is soiiiethiiig like 99% That i n  itself 
justifies the advancement which is  proposed in  this 
menioraacluni before us. hly o~v1.n feeling-and I say 
i t  irrespective of however i t  inay be interpreted-is 
that  I am more than glad to see these proposals be- 
fore n s  to-day. I am glad because, as  I have said, I 
am one of those few stupid fellows who, in  the days 
of old, used to assemble when it appeared to the 
lords and gods of this Island as  treason and sedition 
to do so. I ail1 one of those who suffered i n  those days, 
who sacrificed my everything for  this cause and did 
everything that  was humanly possible in  my small 
way to improve the conditions of the  people from 
whom I have sprung. I am proud to say this. It was 
always my intention, irrespective of what position 1 
hnay reach, to keep my feet on the ground aiid to 

remember the people who were responsible for aiiy 
success I Inay have had. It is u p  to others if they do 
not appreciate it. That is why I say tha t  I am so 
glad for  this advancement. I do not  care two bits 
whether I am a minister or not. It is a matter for 
him who has to  appoint ministers. Any individual 
who reads what happens and what goes on i n  the 
outside world and xvho knows the treatment that  is 
meted out to people who look like myself and knows 
that we do not have a chance of ruling ourselves by 
virtue of the fact tha t  we are so few, would be glad 
to see this change here and to see that  people like 
myself have such a n  opportunity. Therefore, we 
shoulcl) grasp this opportunity with both hands. We 
should be more than glad of this opportunity to  gov- 
ern ourselves and to run  this island. As i t  has been 
expressed, it is better for us  to r u n  it badly than to 
allow somebody else to r u n  i t  for  us, because they 
cannot havs the same ties or the same aspirations as 
we have. 

There has been a lot of talk about the coming 
into operation of this ministerial set-up. It is going 
to cost the Island something bu t  here again I would 
like to quote the hon. junior member for St. Philip 
when he said "good thing no cheap". It is true that  
it will cost something, b u t  the people of this Island 
make a sad  mistake if they believe, as has been told 
them on many occasions and as has been written in 
the Press tha t  the rich people used to represent thern 
in past free, gratis and fo r  nothing. 

When this Labour P a r t v  took over the 'Gov- 
ernment, through this representation of free, gratis 
and for nothing, there were the appalling con- 
ditions of bad tenantry roads, actually no water 
light and proper schools. A11 these things were ab- 
sent because representation Tvas had for  nothing. 
Now there is some consideration for the masses, the 
people must be prepared to pay fo r  the services 
u-hich they get. MTe cannot continue to give our 
services freely because we are hungry just as aiiy 
uf them. That is plain talk. It is f a r  better to pal- 
a little inoney and get something done than to  pay 
lothing a t  all and get nothing done. T remember 

very well vhen  it was proposed to pay members 
cf the House a salary, some of the members got on 
the floor of the House and opposed it tooth aiid 
rlail. The proposal was passed by the Legislature 
tventually and, on going into the Treasury for my 
pay on the first occasion, I happened to meet two of 
the members who opposed it. They had ~ o t  there 
before me. I said to  them "I thought you were 
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opposed to the principle of paying members of the 
llouse, therefore l was of the opinion that you dld 
not want any money from the Treasury." They s a ~ d  
"vicll, you know, i t  is the law of the land. \ \  L 

uould have to comply with the law." Kejoinlng, l 
told them that the Act does not say "the illembers 
shall draw" it says "they may dra~v," therefore "you 
i~eed  not draw." Sir, whichever party gets Into 
power, whatever is clone, its nriiiisters are goiiig to 
the Treasury ancl draw their salary. i f  the Con- 
servatives get into power, they are going to clraw 
tlieir salary. If the Conservatives get into power, 
they are not going to say "We are rich people, we 
do not want the nlonev." I thinli i t  will be a 
pood thing the sooner our people realise that they 
should pay the representatives whom they want to 
represent them ancl agree to pay to keap tlieiii there. 
I am not saying that as a bribe. The people should 
make sure that their representatives know the source 
to qrhich they can go for their everyday bread. When 
they realise that and do i t  they reduce to a large 
extent the chances of bribery and seeds of corruption. 
It is true that there will be some individuals with 
a mentality that, never mind how much you may 
give him, he will always stoop to some mean things; 
but, on the other hand, I can assure you that there 
are people in this Island who even in  adverse circum- 
stances will refrain from doing those sort of things. 
To my mind, the question is not how much to pay 
a minister or how much this set-up will cost, that is 
rot  the most important part. The most important 
question is shall we at  this stage go forward as a 
~ e o p l e  to self-government or something close to self- 
government, or shall we remain here as the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Thomas put i t  in a 
half-way house. I am sure every intelligent indi- 
vidual will see that the time has come, after seven 
years of our trying the Bushe experiment, when we 
should go forward. It is true that frorn time to time 
there will be questions as to whether that person 
or that person should be entrusted with the Govern- 
ment of the country, but that question can easily be 
settled by our fighting an  election and finding out 
whom the people will elect. Whosoever the people 
elect should fill the offices and also draw the salaries. 

There is hardly anything more for me to say. 
I do not want to prolong the debate much longer, 
but as I htave said the proposals have been put  here 
and I think this honourable House should be in 
hearty agreement with them. Perhaps if we were 
in a hurry to get anything, any sort of constitu- 
tion - t o  get any ministerial status - minis- 
terial status would have Peen put into prac- 
tice already. It is because we wanted the best 
and nothing but the best for this little Island 
that there has been this delay. I sincerely hope that 
members of this House mill discuss, this question on 
a high level in view of the fact that it is one of 
the most important constitutional developments in 
the history of this Island. We should discuss i t  on 
the highest level and show to the world that we are 
capable of so doing. 1 do not want to resort to any 
offensive terms but i t  mas rather strange to me to 

see that, within twenty minutes after the honour- 
able senior niember for St. Joseph started the 
debate on this question, the honourable junior n1em- 
ber for Christ Church who had a copy of these pro- 
posals i11 his hancl since Tuesclay last-a week 
ago - jumped up from his seat to ask for and 
did make a niot~on that this debate be post- 
poned. I t  was rather strange to me because he 
did so n~ thou t  even listeiliilg to the proposals as  
were being explained by the Leader of the House. 
If, after having heard the proposals explained, that 
honourable lneillber made a motion for the adjourn- 
ment, one might have appreciated tha t ;  but the 
honourable r~lenlber without hearing the proposals 
explained jumped to his feet and asked that the 
debate be postponed so as to give him the oppor- 
tunity to discuss i t  with his party. Who is his 
party? His party is composed of four members 
along with himself, and the other three members 
of his party with whom he wished to discuss the 
matter were in their places. When you find that 
behaviour it is very regrettable, and inore so when 
you find i t  in this Place which is responsible for the 
good government of this Colony. To say that you 
had not the time to study these proposals is, in my 
opinion, just another move to postpone indefinitely 
the question of ministerial status. 

Sir, I think the time is ripe for the introduction 
of ministerial status. We, the four members of the 
Executive from this House, have gone into this 
matter very carefully. Besides that, members on all 
sides of this Rouse have for the last three years 
expressed their point of view on this question. 
Addresses have been passed as you will have seen 
from the memorandum by the then Acting Gov- 
ernor, Mr. Turner. Having that in mind, I cannot 
see why i t  would take any length of time to discuss 
these proposals. I feel we have been waiting quite 
long enough for these proposals to set up ministerial 
status in this Colony. I n  my opinion, i t  should 
have been in practice already because as soon as 
responsibility is placed on individual members on 
whom the public can direct censure if anything goes 
wrong the better i t  will be for  the whole community 
of Barl~adw. I sincerely hope that members will 
discuss this matter on a high plane and will support 
these proposaJs; not only do I hope they will do 
that but as soon as these proposak aTe put  into 
effect that they will assist in making this consti- 
tution work snccessfnllp, always bearing i11 mind that 
unv failwe is not merely upon the miniqters who 
will be in charge but it must also reflect throughout 
the ages on fixture generations. Sir, I think this is 
a great innovation and 1 ask all honourable mem- 
bers to  co-operate. if and when these proposals are 
agreed to, in the carrying out of them successfully 

TIIE AD JOTJRNMENT 

Dr. CTJMMTNS: I beg to move that this &use 
be now adjourned until to-morrow, MTednesday, at 
3 o'clock p.m. in the afternoon. 

Mrs. ROTJRNE seconded the motioal, which was 
agreed to and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the Housns 
accordingly. 




