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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY I 

Tisesclny, 17th Noirember, 1953. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of 

Assembly met Ooday at  3 o'clock p.m. 

Present : 
His Honour Mr. K. N. K. HUSBANDS, (Speak- 

er),  Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKER, Dr. H. (4. H. CUMMINS, 
M.D., C.M., Mr. A.  E .  S .  LEIBIS (Depzct?! Speaker), 
Mr. M. E .  Cox, Mr. R. G.  MAPI', Air. F. C. GODDARD, 
i\lr. E. E.  ~ L L E R ,  Mr. V. B. VAUQHAN, Mr. C. E. 
'I'ALMA, Mr. E. W. BARROW, B.Sc., and Xr. L. 
WILIJAMS, LL.B. 

Prayers were read. 

&TT:\rUTES 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the 27th October 
having been printed and circulated, were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

PAPERS LAID I 
Dr. CUMi\IINS: Mr. Speaker, 1 am corn- 

manded to lay Message No. 26 datecl the 27th 
November, 1053, from His Excellent?- the (:overnor 
to the Honourable th, House of A~sembly inforniing 
the Honol~rable House of grants from Colonial 
Development and Welfare funds which the Secretary 
of State for the Colnnier ha.: a p p r o ~ r d  

The Message reads as fol1ours:- 

His Excellency The Govermr 
To 

The Honourabte The House of Assembly 

His Exc~ellencs the Governor has the honour to 
inform the Honourable the House of Assembly that 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies has approved 
the Following grants from Colonial Development and 
Welfare Funds :- 

For Hospital Develop~nent . . $108,696 
For a new Primary School at  the 

Pine . . . . . . . . $ 69,120 
2. Tt will be remembered that in the Five Year 

Plan of Development and Taxation an amount of 
$1,000,000, representing the estimated unexpended 
balance of this Island's allocation under the Colonial 

Derelopment and Welfare Act, was included as part 
of the sum of $6,500,000 which m g h t  be spent on 
projects outlined under the heading "B-Available 
Funds--General". 

3. I n  the 1953-54 Capital Estimates, under the 
heading " B-Available1 Funds", a sum of $250,000 is 
provided for improvements and extensions a t  the 
General Hospital (Head 1x1-Medical, Item 2, Gen- 
eral Hospital) ; and a sum of $11'5,000 is provided for 
the construation of a primary school a t  the Pind 
(Head IV-Education, Item 8, Pine Primary School). 

1. The grant for Hospital Development was 
made to cover the cost of the 2-cquisition of Enmore 
and its conversion. and equipment in  accordance with 
the Government's general programme which is now 
under reference to the Hospital Planning Committee. 

5. The reduction in  the grant for  the construc- 
tion of a new primary school a t  the Pine reflects 
savings, which will result from a modified design that 
has been agreed with the Building Adviser to the 
Comptroller for Deiveloplnent and Welfare. 

R. D. H. ARUNDELL, 
Governor. 

Government House, 
Bridgetown, 

17th November, 1953. 
,:M.P.-3389/8.5) 

Dr. CUMM;INS8: I an1 also commalldecl to lay 
the C'ivil Establishment (General) (Amendment) No. 
6 Order, 1953. 

Mr. COX: I an1 commanded to lay the follom- 
111g :- 

Post Office advances for payment of Money 
Orders to 30th June, 1953; 

Post Office advances for payment of Money 
Orders to 31st July, 1953; 

Post Office advances for payment of h'loney 
Orders to 31st August, 1953. 

PETITXONS 

Mr. HAYNFJS entered the House and took his seat. 
Mr. LEWIS:  I beg to present petitiogs from 

the, Vestries of t p  parishe. /of St. George, St.  
Philip; Christ Church, S t .  .Tohn, S t .  ~ o & ~ h ,  S t .  
Thomas and S t .  James respectively, praying the 
House to pass a Bill to authorise them to pay the 
respective Cler1:s of tile Board of Csiiarclians of the 
said parishes an  increased salary to a sum not 
exceeding S 7 3  per annnm. 

1 
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The Petitions are respectfully worded and I ask 
tha t  they be taken as read. 

The Petitions were taken as read. 
J l r .  ALLDER, Air. VAUGHAS, Mr. SMITH ancl Mrs. 

I.OURNE entered the House and took their seats. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Dr. CTTibIMINS : Undcr (:ouernn~ent Soticcs, 
I beg to give notice of a Resolution to approve the 
Order entitled the Civil Establishlnent (Cieileral,! 
(Amendment) Xo . 6 Order, 1953. 

Mr. T J E W ~ S  : Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice 
of a Bill to authorise the Vestries of the parishes 
of St. George, S t .  Philip, Christ Cli-~~rch, S t .  .John, 
St. Joseph, St.  Thomt~s and S t .  Janies respectively, 
to  pay the respective Clerks of the Boarcl of 
Guardians of the said parishe? a n  increaqecl salary 
to  a s u i i ~  not exceeding S 7 5  per annum. 

Mr. Y,RA4NCI<ElI : To enquire of the Apprcj- 
priate Member 01 the Executive Conimittc-e present 
a t  next meeting of this House :- 

Does Govern~lzent k n o t ~  that dissatisfactioll 
exists among Civil Servants by reason of the 1):'- 
ferment over themselves in  the Office of Commis- 
sioners of Currency of retired and pensioned Civil 
Servants, there being present Civil Servants capable 
a n d  willing to act in snch capacity. 

Mr. BRAXCICEIC : To enquire of tlie Appro- 
priate Member of the Executive Committee present 
a t  next meeting of this House :- 

Whether it IS true that u p  to ncw Casual 
Labourers eiiiployed by various Goveri1lne~lt De- 
partments are not in  receipt of their "back-pay" 
consequent npon the Eos Santos Reconimendaitions ? 

2. I f  the ansq-er to the above qnestion is "Yes". 
will Governnzent see to it that  such paynieiits ill full 
a r e  made before Christmas 1953? 

3. I n  view of the  considerable delay ~vhich 
invariably arises whenever '"bsck-pay" is to be paid 
to Public Employees, will Goveri~rnent ccasider a 
systeln of payment through a Central I3aying: Office 
detached to the Audit  Department? 

BILL KEAD A FIRST TIME 

On motion of Mr. LEITIS, seconded by X r .  
\ T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  the Bill to authorise the Vestries of the  
p r i s h e s  of St. Gesrge, St. Philip, Christ Church, 
St. John, St. Joseph, St.  Thomas ancl St .  James 
respectively, to pay their respective Clerks of the 
Board of Guardians of the said parishes an  increased 
salary to a sum not exceeding 375 per annnlii, was 
read a first time. 

3IOTION F O R  ADJOURNMENT O F  HOUSE F O R  
F I V E  NTNUTES ON SEAWELT, 

CAYTEEK TENDER 

Mr. COX : N r .  Spealrcr, I am asking leavc to 
move the adjournliient of this House for  five minutes 
in  order to discuss a question which I consider is of 
public importance. Yon mill relmember, Sir, that  'I 
intimated not long ago that  I was prepared to raise 
the  question of the awarding of the tender fo r  the  
running of the Seawell Canteen should the  Govern- 
ment think it necessary t o  do so. In view of the  fact 
tha t  dishonest propaganda-if I may p u t  it tha t  way 

-has been spread a g a i n s ~  Government in its award- 
ing of the tender for tlie running of this Canteen a n d  
in  view of the fact tha t  there is the likelihood of fur-  
ther repercussions: coming out of it, the Government 
1 1 s  decided that  the I-louse and  t h e  public should 
lrnow all  of the facts on the particular subject. 

Sir, i n  1941, Mr. Lamwing applied to Govern- 
ment for  the running of a light canteen a t  the Seawell 
Airport to accommodate the, passengers passing 
tllrongh there. 

X r .  BARROW : Mr. Speaker, l rise on a point, 
of order. I understand that the honourable senior 
fneinber for  St .  lqIichael is asking leave of the House 
to iilove the adjourliment of the House to discuss a 
matter of public importance. Is the honourable mem- 
ber discussiizg a matter of public inzportance, or is 
hc giving some reason for the Government doing some- 
thing. When tlie honourable member moved the ad- 
,journnzent, I was under the inipression that  the motion 
mould be gn the ground of some grave matter, b l ~ t  
,j~jdging from the remarks of the honourable member, 
it seems more a 1natt.r of pefrsona.1 opinion-between 
;I certain newspaper and the honlourable member 
than a matter of public iingortance. I do not see why 
this niatter should interrupt the  business of this House 

Mr. S P E A K E R  : The hoilourable senior meniber 
for  St.  Michael is not moving the adjournment for  
anything personal. It is a matter of public import- 
ance. 

Mr. COX : Sir, L would have thought tha t  the 
first thing any honourable member should do after 
being elected to this Honourable House would be to 
!earn the R ~ d e s  of the Howe. There a r e  plenty Rule 
Books available. The IEwst thing which the honourable 
senior member fo r  St. George should do is to learn 
the Rules of the House so tha t  whenever he rises he 
would be i n  order. Your Honour will tell him, that  
a motion for  the adjournment of the  House to dis- 
cuss a matter of public importance precedes any  other 
thing, Let the honourable member learn the Rules of 
this House before he starts interrupting any hononr- 
a'sle m ~ m b e r .  

Sir, I was saying that i n  1941, Mr. Lamming ask 
ecl the Government to allow him to  r u n  a light canteen 
a t  the Seawell Airport, and the Government after con- 
s~der ing  the question alIowed him to  do so with the  
lrndetrstanding tha t  he mould not be allowed t o  sell 
~p i r i tuoas  liquors. Mr. Lamming started the oper- 
ation of that light canteen and soon after he applied 
fo r  a licence to sell spirituous liquors and  as he was 
llot granted such a licence. he ceased to operate the 
lipht canteen. 

I n  1944, he again applied and  was allowed t o  run 
the light canteen. He has been doing so from that time 
luntil now. In 1918 he was gr,mted a licence to sell 
.~.pirituous liquors. The rent  which Mr. La,mming paid 
a t  the time fo r  the operation of the canteen was i n  
the  neighbourhood of one shilling per  month and  he 
was given free  electricity, water a n d  everflhing else. 

At this point, I would like to say that  from 
the first time that  M r .  Lamniing was awarded the 
contract to  run  the canteen, he was made to nnder- 
stand that the contract on either side was subject 
to one month's notice on termination. Well In 
1951, after certain veconstruction to ihe buildings 
and improvements a t  the Airport, invluding the 
building jn which the canteen was h o u s ~ d ,  the 
Gorernment decided to  advertise for tnltlers for  
the running of this canteen. Mr. Lamming and, I 
think, Mr.  A .  E .  Taylor and Mr.  T. J o n c ~  snh- 
mitted tenders. Mr. Lammil~g's tender 11-ss v~ucil  
lower than either of the others. 1 .  Taylor';. 
tender was for  $100 n. inonth and Mr. Joxl~s '  was 
in the vicinity of $85. I n  view of the fact that 
the  Government vac: prepared to erect a calitec.11 



for workers a t  the Airport, no decision was taken 
on ;he tenders at  that time and Mr. Lanlming wss 
allo.wed to continue as he had in the oast. 

Sometime in July this year, the Qoverrunent 
ag,:lin decided to advertise for tenders for the run- 
ning of that canteen. Mr. Lamming and N.. 
Jones submitted tenders. Mr. I~amming's ten&,- 
was for $60 a month and Mr. Jones' was for $150. 
Tht: Government bring donbtful as to what thc 
outcome would be, decided to write them both and 
asked them to submit a price lis,t of the varinus 
items that they would sell in the canteen shoixld 
*heir tender be accepted and on all items, M r .  
Jonies' prices were lower than Mr Lanlming's. 
Despite the fact that Mr. Lamillin:: had beer? 
operating that canteen for over six years, the Cior- 
ernment felt that it, had no alternative than to 
grant the running of the canteen to the tenderer 
whose terms were rnore favourable. 

Sir, I am sure that this ZIouse and the public 
will agree that tile Government acted as any c o r ~  
mercial concern or anybody else would have aetrd 
who bad something to offer in a similar capacity. 
Any honourable meniber in this House. if he conltl 
get $100 or $150 per month for the rbntal of w 
building or a property or whatever the case may 
be, would decide to rent it to  the person who offertd 
that amount rather than to go ion renting it to 
somebody at  a much lower figure. The Govern- 
ment, as the care tak~r  of the taxpayers of this 
island, therefore decided to allow Mr. Jones to 
operate a canteen in that premises. 

Well, Sir, Mr. Lamming was given noeicde oC 
this and it does appear after receiving this notice 
that he began to work in his own interest. I should 
mention that during the time when Government 
asked for submission of a price list, i t  does appear 
as if Mr. I~amming had a little say behind closed 
doors and without anybody or the Government 
,asking him anything more, he decided to increase 
his tender to $100 per month. Since notice has 
been served on Mr. Lamming and he has been in- 
formed that Mr. Jones has been awarded the con- 
tract, i t  does appear as if he is working on the 
various airlines representatives so that they can 
bring what pressure they can to bear on C' ~ o ~ ~ e r n -  
ment . 

'I want to deny most empha1ticaliy that the four 
members of this House on the Executive, some of 
whom are connected with the Barbados Worlrers 
Union, maliciously decided to give Mr.  Jones the 
wntract .  We, and as a matter of fact, everybody 
who had to deal with the nlatkr, were c;ympathetic 
towards Mr. Lamming because he was operating 
that canteen for a long time. As many of you 
may have read in the Press, the Govermneat tvab 
accused of bad faith. As I hale said in this 
Chamber a few nigllts ago. - and I say it aqail~ 
s o  long as a chest is diseased, you ~nus t  look fior 
phlegm from it every now and again and any Press 
that  is diseased must give off some untoward state- 
ment every now and again. Without trying to find 
out from Government what really happened in this 
matter, a section of the Press of this island, 
maligned Governnlent and tried to make it appear 
that Government had done an injust i(~> t~ Mr.  
Lamming who was more or less defenceless. 1 
again say most emphatically that is not the caqe. 
As I feel perfectly sure, the ITouse and the pitblic 
will uphold the attititde of the Government in this 
matter and will feel that it acted in the! best interest 
of the conmlunitj. T may say at this stage that if 
i n  the past these chaps used to get their friends 
to appeal Gn their behalf so as to get them into this 

or that whether they paid for it or they got i t  
almost free or for nothing., this Government will 
not act likewise. but will always act without discrim- 
ination in matters of this na&re. This Government 
is prepared, a t  all times, to decide a case on its 
merits and act accordingly. That is what the Gov- 
ernment has done in this case. 

1 mentioned not long ago that the Governr2ent 
expected further repercussions and that was why 
we proposed to raise the question xodaj . I shall 
let the Hoilse lmow these facts. After N r .  Lam- 
ming received the notice from Government, he, on 
the 211d S o r e n ~ b e ~ ,  wrote Government. I shall a t  
this stage. with your permission, read his letter. 

Dear Sir, 
With refervnce to your letter dated August 

29, 1953, terininating my services at Seawell, 
I wish to advise that all  the scheduled airlines 
at  present 1:tilising Seawell -- B. W .  I .  A . ,  
B.O.A.C., T.C.A., S .V.G.A.S. ,  and L.A.V.  
have approached me fior the purpose of con- 
tinuing my s-rvices and hold me responsible , for their catering recp~irements at  Sea~w11 

1 Airport. 
1 I t  is their wish that this \vorB which I 

have undertak~o,  be continued on the airr~ort 
premises or in close prosilnity to the Terminal 
,Build,ing convenient to both passengers and 
aircraft. 

T hereby make application for- 
( a )  that accomnlodation be provided me from 

existing buildings; or 
(b)  rental of a portion of land for the purpose 

of erecting a suitable building. 
Due to the limited time available and i n  or- 

4er not to embarrass my clients, I would 
appreciate your immediate consideration of this 
application. 

1 am, 

Yours etc. ,  

Sir, Z am sure none of us wolL1ld agree to any- 
thing of that.  111 the first place, since August, 
Mr. Lamming received a letter from Government 
informing him of its decisilon and he has taken all 
this time,-from then nntil the 2nd November, - 
now that it is conling closely to the time when the 
successful tenderer will be taken u p  duties-the 
1st December-to reply to Government. As I un- 
derstand it, this hurried letter implies that the air- 
line officials want him to carry on his canteen in 
a buildinp next door to the one in which i t  is in 
at  present or to rent him a bit of land nearby 
for him to put a building so as to carry i t  on. 1 
eal sure that all nlenlbers of the public will agree 
that you could not on the one hand give a man a 
contract xvhich when he tendered, he knew was 
exclnsive, or in other words, a sort of monopolised 
contract, and then allow someone to come in and 
ereot a bnilding in close proximity or to rent some- 
one part of the said building to carry on the same 
work in c,s~npetition against the said tenclerer. 

Since then, Go-~ernment has had discussions 
with representatives of the various airlines operat- 
i i ~ g  here and this is a letter which they sent Govern- 
nient. I mill gire the House excerpts of i t  and as 
niuch as I think is necessary to enable honourable 
lneinbcrs to arrive at  a reasonable and intelligent 
concl~~sion. The letter. was ilated 2nd November 
which is the same date as that of M r .  l~amming's. 
l'( rtion4 of it read as follows :- 
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Dear Sir, 
\Ye the undersigned, scheduled opeua- 

tors, unde,rstand that there is to be a change in 
the management at  the Seawell restaurant ef- 
fective from December 1, 1933. This change 
of what is considered a very important phase of 
the facilities a t  Seawell is riened wlth c20n:.ern 
and is creating iniinlnerable problenls with the 
operators contlaacting witli the present c.atere,r, 
Mr. Arthur 11. Lamruing . 

Mr. Lamming has p ~ ~ o ~ e n  cturing the past 
number of yqars that 11e is capable of servicing 
the needs of airlines a t  the highest standard 
n hich the airlinqs csppct \Ye tilerefore njsh it 
to go on record that tlie hen ices which \ \ c  pres- 
ently are receiring, are cjuite satisfactory ancl 
that we desirc~ to cLo our catering throng11 this 
gentleman. We are, llot prepared to rxperi- 
meat a t  this stage with this highly specialised 
service, and Mr. Lamming has indicated that he 
is willing to continue ('atering to our needs. 

I n  this respect, \{W are recolllineiiding t h a ~  
consideration be allowed hill1 to il half-acre of 
land or whatever facilities that arr reqairecl oil 
the premises of the Airport a t  Sea~v\-cll as per 
his applicatlion of this clate to c.arr?- out the 
necessary duties i11 connection with thc, needs 
of the airlines catering. 

Your prompt atttention in this matter would 
be appreciated. 

{The signatories to tht> letter m7erc. as 
f ollo~vs :- 

British Ovqrseas Airways Co., Ltd., 
British West Indian Ainvays, Ltd., 
Per, C. A. JOIHNSION; 

Branch Manager ; 

k u a l  A. V. 
Per, M. EGAN for Mrs. VER.NON IWIGHT 
Agents for Barbados. 

Trans-Canada Airlines, 
per H. G. BAXTERO 

Manager of Barbados. 

St. Vincent {Government Air Service, 
Per, J. A. KINCH, 
Messrs. Gardiner, Austin, Co., Ltd. 

That is the position, Mr. Speaker, as i t  stands 
today. 
Well, the Gove,mment has replied to Xr.  Lam- 
ming's letter as follows: 

Sir, 
I am directed 'by His Excellency the 

Governor to refer to your letteir of the 2nd 
November, 1953, asking that accommodation be 
made available for your catering in one of the 
buildings or that you be allowed to rent a portion 
of land a t  Seawell Airport and to say that it 
is regrettqd that after careful consideration the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee cannot see 
hi* way to grant your request. 

That is the position as it stands today. 
No donbt, Sir, there has b ~ ~ a  quite a lot of lob- 

byinS. going on after this decision had been taken 
by Gaovernment, and so much so, as to make the Air- 
ways representatives sr, prej~tdiced that they are 
not even prepared to : i ~ e  thp Ilrw trndrrrr a fair 
trial. T understancl in a11 British jnsticc-and T 
h a w  good re~asons to helirvc it-that von a rc  n e v r  
condemned 'l>rforr pon are trird but in this case the 
individual is condemned before he is triecl. 4 4  ?on 

may relllqiubei., there \\us a letter ill a sectioli of the 
l'relss about this matter stating that Government had 
done tllis itlld that. Because of that and subseyuept 
tventb which I have jmt  iutormed you, the Govexn- 

4 

11~c1lt has decided to put its case bqfore this House 
rind the puuhc. The Go-vernment, a t  all times during 
cc)nsiclqrat~on of this matter, felt sure that it has 
bcted wisely and mtelligently and that this Honour- 
able 1Iouse and the pualic will uphold its decision. 

tills stage, 1 ~vould like, to hear ail expression of 
opinion by auy other honourable meillber or inem- 
bem who inay so desire to do so. 

NR. BRYAN entered the House and took his %at 
vhile AIR. Cox was speaking. 

Dr. CU~ILUIKS: AIr. Speakqr, 111 order t o  @re 
i~o~~ourab ie  nlembers the opportunity of discussing 
this matter, I rise to second the motion for the ad- 
j o ~ l ~ ~ l l ~ e n t .  l would only say that all that the hon- 
c\nrable seilior member for St. Nichael has said on the 
i>,atteu is quite true. The Government, as 
or the property of the people of this colony, was i11 
ciutJ- bound to accept the highest tender for operat- -)r 
.ug a canteen a t  the Airport, and more so after 
~peudinji money OII reconstruction of the premises. 
Of C O I L ~ W ,  1 am not speaking from the legal side 
v;hen L said that Government was in  duty bound to 
accept the highest tender; 1 am speaking fro111 the 
moral hide. Let me remind this House that the @V- 

c~~iinient has just spent a lot of money at  Seawell on 
-he  Teiminal Building as well as other buildings and 
it is the duty of the Governmelnt to t ry and recoup 
as mnc.11 as i t  can from any service carried on at 
Seawall. ,Is is known, the Government has increased 
rhc. landing fees. I do not know exactly what the 
1:gures are, but T do know that since the improve- 
inents there, the landing fees have been increased 
t~ izc l  Government has advertised for tenders for the 
~,nnning of a clanteen service there and has accepted 
the highest tender in order to recoup as much i t  
can from that source. 

One phase of the matter that influenced the de 
c~ision of the Government was the fact that Mr. 
1,anuning's tender a t  first was for $60 per month, * 
1,t.t for some inexplicable rQason, he came back and 
n ~ h ~ d  that his tcnde~. be taken as $100 instead of $60. 
'!'11(1 Government felt that there was some leakage 
cl  mewhere and believes that there was somebody 
s o i n ~ ~ ~ h e r e  who was trying to tell Mr. Lamming he 
~ ~ o u l d  get i t  never mind who submitted tenders. As 
T have said, the fact of the chalking upwards of the 
tender of Mr. Lamming a few weeks after his tender 
was received was a phase, which the Qo~ernment. did 
ilot like. It looked somewhat irregular. This GOV- 
(TnmQnt. has its reputation to safeguard and on all 
oc.casions this Government would maintain its repu- 
tation. 

Sir, with reyard to the latest move on the part 
of the airlines operators, this Governmqnt want to 
bring- that phase of the matter to the attention of k 

the public so that the peoplr will be in a position to W 

Imoa- what is happening, and perhaps, a little later 
~ v h e ~ ~  the local press comments on the matter and 
tries to sap that this Government is not enco~~raging 
the Tarions airu~ays to come to the Seawell Airport, 
tlie pnblic would have already be#n  apprised of 
the fact.; and \\-ill he in a position to judge for them- 
SCIS-es Sir. 11-c clid feel that the letters from the 
ihirwavs Con~pallies and Mr. TJamminc coming at 
this stage. were due to prohablp some lobhyin~ on 
thp n2rt of Jlr. T,amminp and with a vjev of push in^. 
t he  CTn~,c~r~iment in a false position. Sir, it would be 
rather ludicrons. if not illegal, for the Government to 
contract with qonlebody for the operation of a partic- 

J 



ular service a t  a particulas place ancn then, on the 
other hand, to allow s o l l ~ b o d ~  else to carry on a 
similar service l~ox~ever linlite,cl, it nlight be on the 
snme premises. The Government felt that i t  mould 
t r  illegal a11d lll~llioral to gl-allt tne request of tllusi. 
aii.\Tays coinpallies and because of that hab taken 
the stand m mentioned in the reply to m. Lamming's 
letter and Government is prepared to stick to that 
clecision. 

C W ~ ~ O K D  enkred the IIonse alld ~ouli his 
scat ahile DR. CUMMINS was speaking. 

,il. Jlr. LEMTIS: Air. Speaker, I an1 going to take 
tile opportullity aft'ordecl by the motion before tile 
llouse to warll your lIonour tb  be ,+itreful about the 
p,, ocedure ill this I I ~ ~ , ~ ~  that, lrlakes honourable 
nlel,lbel.s a party tc, accusations above ,j-hieh this 
llonourable I~~~~~ stands aloof. oll previous oc.ca- 
&ions, s ir ,  the daily newspaper accused the G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -  
111ent of this coloily of having in the Colonial Seere- 
tbriat illvalided allcl inexperienced and 
that occasion, this House did not enter in that cun- 
troversy at  all. (A VOICE : ' I t  did). Sir, this Honse 
&id not enter in that controvArsy at  all. A statement 
wits brought in the Housr and laid on the Table and 
it ~vas  actually done during the discussion on a 
particular bill. This Housa stands aloof from such 
ejatters. I can also remember that on another occasion, 
the Government brought in a statement in this House 
'lld actually quoted from of 
the proceedinps of this House to accuse an honour- 
a'ble member of not telling the truth. Now, today, 
you find the Government coming to this House using 
IIP its time making this House a party h an accu* 
tioiz on matters which t h i ~  HOIIS~ stands aloof. 

The honourable senior member for St. Michael 
has rnoved the adjournment for fire minutes on the 
question of the granting of a tender. The members 
of this House, evidently, feel satisfied that the Gov- 
ernment has acted in good faith and above board 
and if the Government is using thin IIonourable 
House as a fornm for explanation of everything 
which comes out in the newspapers, 1 would just ask : 
where are we going to be? We are  already accusetl 
by the same newspaper of wasting time. 

The Government has the opportunity of issuing 
its statements in the same newspapers. The Govern- 
ment must have condbned the holding of Press Con- 
ferences in the Colonial Secr~tary'S Office ever;- 
other Friday a t  which these sort of things and ex- 
planations could be sent out to the public. The (hv- 
ernrnent should not come into this Hous(> and read 
portions of letters and arm itself with fig~r(?s, dates 
and everything else over a statement that call be 
made public otherrvise, nor should it do it in this 
House before proceeding with the Orders of the 
Day, particularly when honourable members are en- 
quiring why they have been called out. 1 think the 
Government in  taking itself so serious1:- on these mat- 

J ters is really not considering what i t  is; doing to the 
-'. dignity of this Honse. NO honourable member ha? 

thought i t  necessary to bring this matter to the at 
tention of the IIonse, else, certainly sonlroll~~ ~\-ould 
have brought in  questions on it. I do not think this 
matter is of sufficient concern for the Government to 
nse its time in this way. It is a very dan~f'roll.; thing 
for this Government to use its time in  this \\-ay. If 
newspapers accuse this Government of anything, hen- 
curable members shoul(1 he the j u d ~ f s  of \lrhrthel- it 
iq of sufficient public importance as to  be aired in this 
Chamber. At  this stare, T ail1 yoiug to v-arn the GOT- 
ernment that I shall take pains to see, should I 
occupy the Chair that i t  does not happen again. 

Mr. SPEAKER : T deprecate the remarks cl£ the 
t . honourable member, when he says that he is warning 

me of giving latitude to hollourable meubers to use 
this House to ventilate matter& which this House 
clots not yuestlon and which appear in  the local 
press. The klononrable senior member for St.  Xi- 
c liacl is illaliillg LISP of a Hule of this IIouse ~vhlch 1s 
extended to every honourable member and that is to 
move the adjournment of the IIOUX for -five minute% 
on a matter of public importance. That is all that 
concerns this Chair. l do not appreciate the remarks 
\; hich the honourable illenlber is using. 1 do not need 
his m arning. 

Mr. LETVlS: l apologise for any offence which 
1 1 " " ~  have caused Your Honour by my- using of t h ~  
nord 'warning.' Sir, 1 used i t  in its most inoft'ensive 
lll('a11illg. 1 n as trying to draw to the attention of the 
House that the nlatter of public importance which 
\~aSbrought  before the notice of this House was one 
\\-l~ii'+li had escaped the eye of every honourable mem- 
ber of the House, it being of so little importance and 
thdt i t  seenled as if the Government was making i t  
' lnatter of public illlportance. 

3lr. SPI~I~IKER: I do not think thzt the hon- 
burable member can speak for the other twenty-thr~e 
honourable members of this Chamber. 

Nr. LBWIS : Sir, The Government has awarded 
this contract to someone after a d v e r t i ~ n g  in the 
Press for tenders and after people had tendered for 
it. If there were anything wrong and honourable 
lllpmbers knew, they would have brought in a ques- 
tion about i t  before now, or they could have exer- 
cised their and moved an adjournmellt of the 

to discuss the matter, if thv thought it was 
of importance. I m saying that it is not a 
good thing whenever anything occurs for Govern- 
ment to bring it before the House to make it an un- 
willing party to the accusations. In this matter, the 
Government has acted above board and no honourable 
lllember h a  made i t  his concern a t  all. 

As I was saying, let honourable members of the 
(iovernment refute in the Press where the accusa- 
tiolls were made anything -which they thought was 
unseemly. They should do so in the daily newspaper 
in which a statement appeared. All1 T to understand 
that the Colonial Secretary is afraid or ashamed to 
pnt a notice in the newspapers of this colony, or to 
yrrite a 1ettt.r as he has done already, so as t o  ex- 
lilailz this matter if he thinks it wants explaining to 
the public. Can he llot bring it up at  a Press Con- 
ference to the very people who made the accusation? 
On a matter of this sort, I believe that the better 
course to adopt would be to make some written 
statbmc'llt whicah can ;,.o out to the pnblie and 
l i l ~ t  l~ollollralble inrnlbers read allt, discnss. 
1 think it is a gross waste of the time of this House 
for the Governmellt to adopt this policy to bring i t  
to the notice of honourable members and the public, 
whell the very prl~ss can be llsed to vindicate mem- 
bers of the Government. 

T ail? not going into the merits of this case. The 
Government has and we take it that  i t  has act- 
ed correctly. I do not li]re the 'lobbying2 which 
some honourable members of Government used when 
speaking on this matter becauw i t  is applied to par- 
liamentary matters and therefore it would appear as 
if soin, hononrable members of this IZouse had been 
lobbying o re r  that matter. I $so thlllk i t  is a very 
serious matter for the honourable junior Inember for 
St. Thomas to say that there have bee11 so~llel leakages 
of official secrets. Tf there has been 2 leakage of 
official secrets from the Executive, the Executive 
should be zble to deal with the members but to come 
into this IToiise and admit that to us is to my mind 
a very grave disclosure. I f  I may. go back to the 
awr~rding of the eontrart : iq it doing the Govern- 
ment am- yood to come iu here and admit that. i t  ac- 
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vepted the highest tenderer beeause you are not sup- 
posed to do so; you are not bouad to accept any 
tender. 

Sir, I will say in concltjsion that the place to 
correct accusations is the place where t h q  origin- 
ated. This Honourable House has refusecl to make 
itself a party to any of the accasatioizs and I think 
~t is very wrong for the Oove:-nment to use up the 

of this: House ill this manner. As 1 hare said, 1 
think that a propfirly prepared statement ol1 this 
question should be published and if i t  were necessary 
to be cliscussed, a t  least, we should have i t  in that 
concrete forlll first so that mre could understand it 
much better. 

MR. E. D. MOTTI,E~ entered the House alld tool; 
his seat. 

5 .  0 l&-. Speaker, The honourable 
senior illember for St. Michael said that any member 
should learn the Rules of the House before coming 
into this Chamber but I would lace to question th+ 
propriety of this departure from the closrlJ- \vr i t t~n 
routine of this IIouse a t  this particular stage to mova 
the adjournment of the House on a matter of this 
kind. The honourable member may not be aware that 
Rnle 40 (b)  of the Rules of this FIouse states that 
any motion for the adjournment of the House shall 
not be made before a quarter to three o'clock except 
the consent of the Speaker has been obtained. This 
Rule was made at  a time when the IIouse ased to meet 
at  midday and at  that tiine the adjournment for 
lunch was taken at  2 p.m. and if it inet after the 
interval,-at a quarter to three,-then a inotion fol 
the adjournment of the House to speak on a met 
ter of public importance could be moved. Since this 
I a u s e  does not meet a t  12.115 p.m. or any time like 
that nowadays, except on special occasions, obvious- 
ly, the spirit of Rule 43 (b)  should be interpi-eted 
to mean that members of this House should not nio\Te 
the adjournment for five minutes to speak on a mat- 
t4r of public importance until after the tea interval. 
I t  should mean that the routine of this House should 
not be disturbed until then unless the consent of the 
Speaker had been previously obtained. 

Mr. COX: Sir, I rise on a point of explana- 
tioli. The honourable senior ineinbep for St. George 
has just rcad out a Rnle which states that thc 
motion for the adjournment should not be made 
before a certain time unless with the consent of the 
Spsaker. I am sure Your Honour will agree with 
me when I say that T made the motion with your 
previous consent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable ineinb~r is 
absolutely correct. 

Mr. BARROMr: May it plcaso Your Honour, 
I was conling to that part. The honourable mern- 
ber7s explanation shows that I was right to inter- 
rupt hinl when L did. It fell on the part of the 
hononrable senior ineinber for S t .  i\Xichael to ex- 
plain to the House that he had obtained the con- 
sent of Your FIonour. t,o inove thc adjonrnn~ent at 
that particular time. That is the point which 1 
enquired. I llow take i t  that the hononrable inem- 
ber hsd obtained Yonr Hononr's consent. 

lTour Honour has ruled in the interest of the 
honourable senior inember for S t .  Michael 01. in 
the ii3terest of the Government, that this is a inatter 
of public importance and with that ruling I shall 
not dispute b ~ l t  l certainly ~vonld like to suggest 
that tlie Coloilial Secretary of this islantl iq also 
the Public Relations Officer and this is a ]natter 
which I feel could have been mach more snitably 
dealt ~vith on the occasion of one of those I'resi; 
Conferences held in the Colonial Secretary's Ofice 
than by the moving of the adjo-tlri3ment of thiq 
House as has been clone. If the Go~ernnlent had 

I a statement to luake, that statement, as has been 
suggested by the honourable junior inember for the 
City, could have been made much more conveniently 4 
at  one of those Press Conferences in the Colonial- 
Swrf'tarv's Ofice. 

Since the honourable senior nlenlber for S t .  
Iblichael has raised the point of awarding of a con- 
tract at the Seawell Airport in this House a t  this 
time, ailcl have spok?n of misrepresentation by the 
Press, perhaps, I might deal with misrepresentation 
bp the daily newspaper of this island from a broad 
v .  It is accepted as a statement of fact that 
the claily newspaper of this island i5 opposed to 
the political party which is now in power and 
speaking for myself, l 6now that not only the de- 
hate'. which take p1ac.c in this Chamber are dis- 
tOrtefl bp that ae\vspl.,ller, b ~ ~ t  sonl~tilnes it sets 
clown the aiitith(~i,  of stateinents of party. 
Its writers also take every opportunity to malign 
,anyone who has our political l~ersuasion at  all 
tiines. What surprises rile is that a little trifle 4 
like this, on which i t  is accepted that the Govern- 
ment has acted wisely, shonlcl have caused the 
Go\-eriirnent so much heartburn, when day by day 
1:lembers of this Eionse are maligned by that news- 
paper; their spe~ches have not been reported a t  
all-we have 110 control over that-and when they 
arc. reported, they are distorted to the extent that 
n~einbers of the public must get the inipression that 
the inembers of the Labour Party are the biggest 
fool\ ~ulder  the s u ~ ~  and all that they do is to talk 
a lot of iionsensr. I ~vould say that in every party, 
you will find inembers that would blow ofY a certain 
aiuo~uit of hot air in their speeches, but the dis- 
tortions of members' speeches by the daily news- 
paper are those which one ~vould not normally ex- 
pect in the norilia1 course of journalistic reporting. 
Tht. attitude of its editors and leader-writers is one 
which would confirm any suspicion of malignity on 
their part. Writers of that newspitper have accused 

a ~neillbers of this House of preaching racial hat,red 
when they hare never heard anything expressed on 
a platforin of m>- party at  election time tor any 

h- 
other. time which by any description could be 
described as racial hatred. That paper also talks 
of nlinority groups. Sir, we do not have ally 
dinerintliaiis here an(7 t<hat talk of minority rights 
ancl all that liinci of thing would make you think 
that here in this island there are a few people who 
are ~ n t a n g l ~ ~ t l  anlong a vast nlajnrity group, aod 
as it were, beyond the pale of the constitution and 
by that, we were not preserving their rights in this 
Chamber. Sir. there is no such thing as minority 
groups in this island. The fact that you inay b~&- 
1,ong to a par t iv~~lar  pa,rt>- does not mean that you 
belong to a minority group. , 

Sir, i t  was just a week ago that T rosc tc, uiy 
feet in this Chaniber and sl~ggesrted to the .Govern- h 

iilei~t of thiq coloily that the time is passed when .+ 
therc. should be people, ~vho are virtually members 
of the Opposition, sitting ill the Cabinet of this 
island. I t  was suggested by the Government on 
that occasion that those people were more or iess 
of little sigiiificancc and that i t  was a good idea 
for the time being to retain thc p r e ~ n t  setup. 
I-Terc today, get the hoizonrable junior riiemb~r 
for S t .  Thornas gctting up and confirining all thc 
fear5 that I, along with other honourable members 
of this IIouse, cntcrtai~i on that scorcL. The hon- 
onrzble jlmiol- me~ubcr for S t .  Tholnas disc.loseti 
that there may have been a leakaqe in the matter 
with which me are clealiag. That disclosure only con- 
firill\ the su\l)ic.iot~ ~vhiczh 1 lilw so many other 4 



people have entertained over the peculiarity of the 
present setup in the Executive Committee. 

Sir, I am not concerned with the merits of the 
Seawell Canteen contract, because 1 always was of 
the opinion that the members of the Govermnent 
have acted in good faith and in the interest of the 
coninrunity in  this matter. 1 would just say to 
emphasize iny point that it has recently come within 
our knowledge that a menlber of thc Exrcntive :~f 
a neighloonring colony has been accus~cl ;111d arrested 
for divulging Government sc~re ts  to the inercaiitile 
cornn~unity. I n~alie bold to say that that sitnation 
will never arise in Barbados because there will be 
no incentive for the meinbers of the mercailtile 
coinmunity to pay thc ineinbers of the Governnie~it 
from this House nloathly, weekly or othen~risc~ to 
divulge secrets \vhich are gerinaine to the iucreas- 
ing of their profits when they can get those secrets 
withlout paj-ing for them. 1 say so becanse it is 
a fact that those people have their repres.c~ntativr-s 
a t  all the meetings of the Executive. 

AIr. E. I). XOTTLEY: Jlr.  Spealic.1-, a t  this 
stage, 1 rib, to object to the statement of the hon- 
rnra'ble meniber. Thc honourable ineinber in de- 
fending the Executive is ~Seferring to the fact- 

Mr. SPEAKEILL : IIas the honourable senior 
member for the City risen on a point of order? 
Otherwise, he cannot make a speech. 

&fr. E .  D. MOTTLEY : What I ~vas  attempt- 
ing to say is that the honourable senior ineinber for 
S t .  Gorge  made reference to U-hat he called a fact 
that inerchaiits of this colony can get Government 
secrets free froin members of the Executive other 
than from the Executive members from this House. 
I object strongly to that statement. 

Mr. BARROMT: Sir, 'l ~vil l  lnalie myself clear. 
I am saying that memb~rs  of the mercantile caom- 
munity get those s~c re t s  now. I am not saying 
that  they bribe anybody to get them. I am saying 
that if they want any secrets, they can get them for 
nothing. I hope the honourable senior 111einber for 
the City has not mistaken lne but I made. that 
statement through the disclosure made by the hon- 
ourable .junior inembcr for S t .  Thomas in whoin i 
have every confidencp for the veracity of his state- 
ment. The honourable menlber said that there has 
been a leakage and he is not a .;nspicious inan by 
nature. Sir, the occasion can never arise where 
members of the mercantile coinln~init~- will fee! 
themselves constrained in the interest of the~nselvcs 
to  get Government secrets, because our ailomalous 
situation, where w e  have people who are in the 
Opposition sitting in the Cabinet-at one time there 
were two or three--would prevent that from taking 
place. Why should members of thc illercantile 
comnlullity pay for Government secrets when they 
can get them? 

Sir, I have taken adrantape of this opporttulitg 
to express my opinion. I certainly sympathise with 
the honourable senior member for  St. Michael, whom 
I know very well is a very sensitive person and W ~ O ,  
probably, is very anxious to see that nothing shall 
a.ppear in the I'ress which he t,hinks ought not to 
appear. 

>fr. \~TILL~IL~MS : Sir. T am going to take a dif- 
ftrent approach to this matter and probably reach 
the same conclusioiz as the honourable member who 
spolre last. Although I agree that the motion for the 
adjournment was qnite in  order, I feel that the facts 
which we have been given by the two honourable mern- 
bers of the Execntive were such that  the Govern- 
ment, at least the Colon,ial Secretary, could have giwn 
in a Press statement. The facts that have been given 
by the honourable senior member for St. Nichael 11ap~ 
nen'to bc the facts which I have heard in other quart- 

ers and as have heard, they are not in  keeping with 
what appeared in the Barbados Advocate, therefore, 
i would advise honourable members not to pay too 
lnuch attention to what appeared i n  that newspaper. 
Although this papelr can be considered as one of the 
most influential daily newspapers in the Caribbean, 
it is known that i t  has no constructive policy. Let  
111e say at  once that 1 do not mind a paper being Tory 
-a newspaper should have a particular viewpoint- 
but the trouble with the Barbados Advocate is that i t  
has no policy. What 1 saw written editorially in  that 
i~ewspaper on this matter, i n  my opinion, ruined Mr. 
Lamming's case. That newspaper did not put  to the 
public that when Government opened the! letters of 
the two tenders that the Government after noting 
their difference, there and then asked the two respec- 
tive parties to subinit price lists, neither did it state 
that Nr. Ilamming later submitted a higher tender 
than what he made out a t  first. I11 putting Jlr.  Lam- 
11,jng's cas?, all the newspaper editorially tried to 
111aBe out for hiin \:'as that he had ordered an entird 
lien- lot of equipment for the giving of a better ser- 
vice. I t  went on to state that Mr. Lamming was give11 
ii bad break after he had 'been operating there for so 
many years. The newspaper avoided letting the pub- 
lic know that Nr. Lamming kneu, that his tender mas 
for a certain time and that i t  could be terminated at  
a month's riotice on either side. 

As to the position which this matter has reached 
within the last two or three weeks, as has been ex- 
plained by the honourable introducer of the motion, i8 
is clear that the airline operators have ioined i n  a pol- 
icy of non-cooperatioa. 1 have been made to under- 
stand that one of tke Canadian airline firms has been 
asked that passengers who now stay overnight here 
~hou ld  proceed direct to Trinidaii. However, be that  
as it may, I do not see the reason why the Government 
should get cold feet and bring this motion in  here, 
Did its members think they did not have the backing 
of t,Es Chamber? I do not think they should feel that 
way. 

Although I ail1 in agreement with what the last 
l~onourable member said as regards the question of 
official secrets, 1 do not think that the honourable 
junior member for St. Thomas indicatTd that  the leak- 
zge  came from the Executive Committee. Surely the 
tenders could have been opened by some person in  the' 
Colonial Secretary's Office, because they were address- 
ed to that department. I do not think that the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Thomas went so far 
as to say that the leakage occurred in  the Executive1 
Conq'mittee. I mould not go so far  as  to say that all 
the people on the Executive Committee or on the vari- 
ous boards of this island are1 so depraved as to attend 
~neetings of those particular boards having their own 
interest only in view. T would not put  i t  higher than 
that, but I do know from personal experieme that 
some members of such boards do attend meetings to  
push their ou-n interest. 

Sir, I feel that the Government has nothing to 
fear in this matter and that i t  has acted correctly. 
Even if i t  has gone one stage further to the extent 
that Mr. Lamming is lobbping the various airline com- 
panies, it must be said that the Government has taken 
the correct stand. 

T would however say again that it is right for  the 
Government to bring this nzatter to the attention of 
this House in  the way it has taken, but I still think 
that the Colonial Secretary is paid for carrying out 
certain duties and a inatter like this could have been 
dealt with by a full press statement or by a circular. 
I do not think the position is so serious as t o  warrant 
jt being disctissed here, eveln with the added informa- 
tion ~vhich the Government has given today. 1 do not 
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t l i i~ik it h a  reached the stage where a a y  crisis would 
result ancl a n  orcllnary statenleilt irom the Colonial 
Secretar). rn tile absence oi  an  information Ofiicer 
c.,uld have served well. 1 \v111 not go as  t a r  as to sal  
that ~ n z  Iluusz si~uuld riot c ~ ~ o ~ u s b  1 ~ .  kvc call L L ~ ~ C U ~ *  
11, because tk~e Sramell ,Iirpol.t is a revenue depart- 
llle~it o l  Govel.ilriieiit and  the iuatter we are  dealing 
tilt11 1s a revenue niatter of that department. 

Or.  CUivmIISS : Betfore another honourable 
uenlber adds to this debate, allow me Sir to explain a 
boint made by me earlier. I did not say definitely 
that there \\!as a leakage. l baid that  the  may i n  which 
Nr. Lamnling increased his tender, illay be conbidered 
that  there was a leakage. 

Mr. IMILLER : Sir, what 1 gather from the dis- 
c~lssion, and especially from the statwieiit of the hon- 
ourable senior member for  St. Michael, leads1 me to 
belie~w that there was really nothing wrong at all 
in the actions of (lorernment IU this matter. As l 
understand it, \v11e11 the time IVW ripe for  Govern- 
ment to  ask for  tenders to operate this canteen a t  Se& 
well, it advertised for tenders and  Nr. Lamming and 
another person submitted tenders. It is true tha t  the 
Government, or anybody eke for  tha t  matter, can 
cccept the highest or any other tender, but it is rea- 
sonable to expect tha t  the Government should accept: 
the highest tender. The honourable; senior inember for  
St. Michael further said that after some months, it 
received a letter frour the iinsuccessful tendelrer ask- 
ing that concession be graizted him to construct and  
operate a canteen somewhere in  prolxinuity t o  the  Air- 
port. T do not think tha t  his letter could be enter- 
tained. It would not be fairplay i n  bnsiness when 
two pieople submit tenders and  a s  soon as  oiie has been 
granted the tender, for  the other m e  to ask tha t  he 
lie given a concession so as to enter into c~ornpetition 
with the individual that  ~ ~ l a s ,  granted the contract. 
I think this is  the very thing tha t  the Government 
wished to avoid. When Mr. Lamming wrote a letter 
on the 2nd November asking fo r  these concecwions, I 
really feel that i t  was undignified, to say the least. 
: also feel that the  airlines operators were ollt of place 
ivhen t h ~ y  joined to get he^. and  rote a similar letter. 

If the  Government feels tha t  recent develop- 
ment may lead to what may be regarded as a crisis, 
it is i n  its right to bring the matter before this Cham- 
ber. I am not defending the Governrment, b u t  I feel 
that  what was written by  Mr. Lamming in  one let- 
ter  and b ~ +  the airlines operators i n  another, is a 
matter for the public to know. The contractors for  
the operating of the  Xea,well canteen will be using 
facilities which have been subscribed by the taxpay- 
ers of this colony so no one should tell the Govern- 
ment what to do about i t  unless i t  was done i n  m 
underhand wanner. The Government has awarded 
the contract to the individual submitting the highest 
tender and me believe that  the Government has dme 
so i n  good faith. Sir, I do not see the  reason why any 
group of airline' officials should adclress a letter like 
that  to  Government, particularly after such a long 
time of their knowing tha t  Cbvernment had made the 
award of the contract. T do not SW why should any  
group of airline officials t r y  to flout decisions of any 
government. 

Mr. GODDABI): Mr. Speaker, - I feel that this 
matter co11ld have been broaght to our attention 
by means of a Paper  o r  Report 01- at  a I'resS 
Conference rather than in  the way in which it 
has been brought this evening. No one from th. 
House has criticised the Government on this 
matter.  Criticism appeared i n  the Press, and if 
the Government thougl~t  it arcessary to make their 
position pllblic they could have done i t  by means 
of a Press Conference or in S O ~ P  other T V R ~ .  ISllt 

we have becn here discussing this qllestion for two 
I ~ c u r s .  I can ~iuderstand eoiniiig 1ic1.e f i ~ u  T12c.h- 
clay to Tuesdi~q- if the (:overninent has sonlethiiig ) 
of importal~cc to do I mlderstancl that everytime 
~ . r  c. ruret it costs tlli~ taspaj.er.1 $2$0. Oi). On the 
last occasiolr that wcA inet the Leadel- of the I-lolee 
;t\snrecl u i  that thc. Clovernment had iuonep reso- 
lutions wh1c.h tlley \~an te t l  coi~sicler~d, and that  we 
could come toda? to consitlet. thrill. The honour- 
able men~ber is out of the island ;it present, and 
there ere 110 money resolutions for colihideratioii. 
There is nothing to do, and the Government, instead b 
of acljo~xriiing the lIouse for a proper period has  
brought us here to sit into the late hollrs. TTT(~ are  
like empty pails keeping noise, 

Mr .  ATJLUEK.: M r .  Speaker., I do not share 
the  views of the honourable junior ineinber for  
Christ Church that we h a w  nothing to  do and tha t  
therefore me are only like empty pails keeping lot 
of noise. The status iol' this Chamber cannot be 
so reduced. The honourable member must know 
that i t  is the privilege of democracy for  those who & 
represent the masses to come to  the Assembly as 
o f t m  as possible t o  discuss matters with the hope 
that  they will result i n  the efficient and  successful 
r~u ln ing  of the state.  If it were necessary for us 
to come here everyday there would be nothing 
wrong with that,. I f  you meet for  only two hours 
you will get people saying tha t  you do not do any- 
thing; on the other hand when you meet every 
Tuesday and sit for  a long period someone is going 
to say that  you are  m-asting the taxpayers' money. 
Of course the honourable member 'S commercial 
domains are  so extensive that  a minute spent here 
]night mean the loss of thuusands of dollars. But  
there is nothing to  compel him to  come here. 

I do not share his views, sir, nor the views 
expressed bq- some other honourable members. At 
one time we hear the argument that  the Government 
does not take us into its confidence; that things a re  
clol~e over our  heads; that we are a legislative body 
respvnsible for  the expenditure of government funds. m 

S o w  you are getting honourable members jumping 
to  the other side of the fence because it suits them 
no\v to do so, and  you hare then1 saying "we are 
too big fo:- a question like this.  Carry i t  into the  
b l ~ e l i p ~ d  ancl deal ~ v i t h  it." 1 would like to say 
that I hope the Government will take us into i ts  
c.onfidence more n f tm than they have been doing 
in the past. \TTe sh:,nld not be above dealing with 
anything, no matter how great or how small. 

I am saying that this is a matter which comes 
within our purview, and I appri3ciate the act ioi~ 
of the Government. The past contractor was get- 
ting away with murder for a long time. For  oiie 
~(hilling a month he was getting free water, l i sht  
ancl certain equipment. 1 take it tha t  the Gov- 
ernment furnished that  place there. H e  had furni- 
ture, water, light and all sort of facilities. I-Ie 1la.a L 

been getting away with ninrder for  years - since 
1941 1 have been told. I will m y  this:  Any con- 
tractor is a bad c ~ n t ~ r a c t o r  who seeks Government's 
approval to r u n  a service which caters to the public 
and starts off with cliscriniination i n  dealing with 
the public. Discriinination is something which all 
of us  should be against. It is  all  r ight for  some 
honourable ~nembers if the gentleman treats them 
well; but we have to think i n  terms of the general 
public You get people going u p  there to see thcir 
,relatives off; they go u p  there arid are not given 
attention or equal treatnlent tha t  people of greatcr 
&fTl11ence get. 

The next point is the qaestion of the legality 
of the handling of ' thk question bq- the Governrnel~t. -+ 



If  someone has liiade a higher tender he inust be 
l considered. There is one thing which l cio not 

appreciate. I feel that the Go~~ernment slioultl still 
have used its discrimination as regarcls the anioluit 
offered by the higher tender. Although it is trnc 
that he said $150.00 a month, I still fecl that i t  
is a little high; and the Executive Coinmittet-, a?.- 
though taking the higher tenc?~r into c.onsideration, 
shoulrl still have said that they Pelt it was worth 
only $100.00 a month. Apart froin that I think 

R 
that the Government acted ~visely . 

As regards the point made about the ~ a r i o u s  
airways eompani2s t ~ y i n g  to bring prcssure to bear, 
I an1 sure that many of the representatives of 
these conlpanies know that in their own countries 
greater bodies than they cannot attempt to bring 
pressure to bear on their respective governments. 
They shoulcl be told clearly that t h e i ~  only busi~lcss 
is to attend to the arrivals anit departures of 
paLsengers by their respective airlines, and that 

' the administration 01 the colony rests with the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee and the Legisla- 
ture. They should be told that ncither the Gov- 
ernment_ nor the Legislature m u l d  conntenance any 
interference in local matters. They should be told 
so in strong terms. That is why me hare 
reached a stage where we inust eliminate this 
pressure group business. If T were on the Executive 
I would suggest that a strong letter be written to 
the headquarters of these Airways Companies, and 
that the local representatives who attempt to muddle 
in local affairs should be withdrawn if they think 
they can bring pressure to bear on the local ad~nin- 
istration. J can only hope. sir, that the Qovern- 
ment remains strong in this matter, and that the 
successful contractor will give of his best and not 
allow the slightest semblance of discrimination to 
develop. 

Discriininatioll is the worst feature of any 
public service. We have suffered from i t  too 
much in the past, and we must see that it is killed 

l 
+ entirely. I approve the actions of the Government 

in this matter, and I feel that the Governnlent is 
justified in bringing i t  to us.  I have heard soxne 
people say that the past contractor has wn~mitted 
himself t,o c ~ r t a i n  expenditure. That is his private 
business. Government cannot peep behidd a man's 
blind arid see what he is doing. We must not for- 
get that this individual was enjoying thousands 
of pounds worth in property owned by the tau- 
payers and that the taxpayers were getting nothing 
in return for i t .  

Mr. E. D.  MOTTbEY : Mr.  Speaker, - 11s 
f a r  as the procedure in bringing this matter to our 
attention is concerned, I do not see the necessity 
for having brought it before the EIonse in this man- 
ner in the absence of an  enquiry, or questions from 

* 
the Opposition, or from the backbenchei-S, aS i t  is 
the habit of backbenchers to ask questions. I do 
not profess to be any parliamentary expert, and 
therefore where the point is concerned 1 do not 
speak dogmatically. But  on the face of it i t  
strikes me that way. 

As regards the main point I will say this at 
the beginning. If Mr. Lamming had been paying 
$60.00 a month for Seawell and the Executive had 
refused an  offer of $150.00 1 would have said llarrl 
things. I would have accused them lock stock and 
barrel. As far  as the Airways Officials are cnn- 
cerned 1 remember that about ten years ago in this 
country some young and aspiring businessmen 
were coming up .  The established business people 
saw the higher com~nercial ability of these men; 

I- 'they did not like it, but there was nothing they 

could do about i t .  However much the Airways 01. 

the people ~vho are in charge of the Airxirays Inay 
nant  to impress upon you that they have a coil- 
tract with Mr.  Lamniiag I say that is a matter for 
them. I go further and say that they must be an 
incoinl)etent lot of people in cllarge of the Airways 
for them to have entered a contract with Mr. 
1,animing who did not have a lease, but only a 
monthly tender. 

As regards the fact that Mr.  Laiilming only 
paid l / - -  a month, I have no criticism to offer on 
that.  I t  was a new venture and no one lrilew 
whether i t  xvould succeed or not. But 1lo.n. that 
conditions have improved and people have seen the 
trade up there I think Mr.  Lamming is a fool or 
an  ignorant businessinan not to realise that other 
business people in town would be watching the 
inlproved conditions at the airport and would 
realise that there ~vould be more trade. What 1: 
am hoping is that Mr. Lamming was given a n  
opportunity to tender in the same way as Mr.  
Jones. But if Xr. Lamming had offered $60.00 
and Mr. Jones had offered $150.00 a month, and 
the Government had given Alr. Lamming the con- 
tract, the accusations that Mould come from this 
side of the Ilouse would be so strong that I do 
not think the Government would be able to stand 
U So 1 say I hope that Mr. Lamming maq given 
every opportunity to tender in the ,same way as 
Air . Jones . As regards the Government granting 
Mr.  La~nming a piece of land at  Seawell to com- 
pete with Mr. Jones I do not think that the Gov- 
ernment would be able to answer the criticisms that 
would be made if they did that.  If Mr.  Lamming 
wme into Coleridge Street I could find a spot a t  
Seawell Eor him; but he would have to pay a. lot 
for i t .  The Governnzent could not attempt to rent 
Mr. Lamming a spot a t  Seamell to compete with 
Mr. Jones. I n  my opinion, Mr. Lamming is either 
stupid or is a businessman without actual ability 
not to realise that the up  and coming businessn!en 
in that linr of business would be watching to see the 
business clone a t  Seawell and ~vould offer the Govern- 
ilient a good price so as to be able to get the contract. 
But i t  is no use crying over spilt milk. 

I 'personally feel, sir, Jthat the Governmenf 
has nothing to answer for renting this place a t  
$7 50.00. But becawe an editorial appears in the 
" Advocate " criticising the Government on this 
matter that is no justification for bringing it before 
the Houso in this manner. If you are running 
a Government you must expect criticism. Bu t  do 
not take this Chamber as the place in  which to reply 
to editorials, because you are privileged to say here 
things that you could not normally say. I think 
that as regards a statement which came down from 
the Government replying to another matter on a 
past occasion I registered my objectioil to the 
Leader of the House fox making a n  explanation 
here on that matter which had nothing to do with 
the I-Touse. The inembers of the Government who 
brought this question today must have been inptructr 
ed to do so. But I counsel them that in the future 
they should not take up time of the House with such 
matters. If one tender offered $60.00 and another 
offercbd $150.00 1 do not see how the Government 

' could have done otherwise than they have done. 
Government, or anyone in  public life should uot 
be above criticism. On the other hand the bon- 
ourable junior member for Christ Church suggested 
that merely coming here Tuesday after Tuesday to 
receive a statement like this or to do small tiine 
business is not good enough. Of course you get 
honourable members who want to tell you that you 



are bc~i~lg paid. My reply is that 1 was here befure 
members were paid, and I will continue whether 
we are paid or not. I t  costs you $280. (i0 everytime 
you Inert here. That is all well and good. Some 
nlembers say meet every Tuesday; every day. When 
the Leader and other members of the Government 
are away from the island on other business, that 
is connted as a holiday for them. I do not mean 
that the Opposition is demanding any holiday. But 
think of the way in which the expenses 'of the Leg- 
islature have gone up in the last ten years. When 
you coinr in here and discuss only a matter like the 
one we are now discussing i t  costs you $290.00. YOU 
must think of your expenditure. If you look at  
the Order Paper i t  is difficult to see the reason for 
coming here every Tuesday. Perhaps i t  would be 
Ibetter to meet day after day and clear the Order 
Paper. 

But whatever the newspaper may have said I am 
boulld to say that the ~overnment  has notking to be 
ashanlet1 of in the matter. I do not think that anyone 
could criticise them. What else could they have done? 
But as l hare said, I feel that it is really unneclessary 
to brillg this matter here in this way. I hope that in  
the fnture the Government will not pay any atten- 
tion to an editorial of this nature. If you ane~ in Gov- 
ernmeilt or ill public life you can make up your 
nlind that yon will get criticism. I recall the article in 
the Adrocate now. If the article had accused them of 
uoing something wrong- 

Dr. CUMMINS : I do not think that the hon- 
ourable member was here when this matter was inti-a- 
cluced by the honourable senior member for St. Mi- 
chael. I t  was never said that we paid any attention 
to the editorial. The honourable member said that 
since the airways people had come into it i t  had 
a different complexion on the matter. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : That makes the matter 
aorse, when we are told that the Governqent is study- 
ing what the people who run airways say. That is 
worse than replying to articles in the Press. Et seems 
tc me that the Government has more regard for a few 
mupid people who run airways than for the Press. 
The honourable member is belling me that they have 
only come here with this statement because people 
from R.T17.1.A. or B.O.A.C., or T.C.A. or  L.A.V. 
tell yo11 that they have, a contract with Mr. Lamming. 
I want to sap that I cannot imagine any official of a 
rpputable airways company getting into a matter of 
this sort. I do not know whom the honourable mem- 
ber calls an official. I do not know if a man getting 
$100.00 for representing an airways company here 
i~ ail official. However that n a y  be, I want to say that 
the clay3 are long past, when any of these people could 
expevt the Government to give preference to Mr. Lam- 
x jng  ~vlio could not see that that bnsiness place was 
r~o r th  more than $60.00 when an up and comillg busi- 
ness 111~11 ('ot~ld see that i t  was -\i~orth $150.00. 

I insist, however, that the Governm~nlt did not 
act rightly in bringing this matter to this Chamber. 
l f  the Opposition or even the backbenchers of the 
C-overnmrnt Party had criticised the Government on 
the iiiatter it mro~~ld be a different thing. Do not let us 
malrc iiirrvays representatives feel that you are afraid 
although +our  actions were above-board. 

Now when it comes to racial discrimination in 
handling people at Slnav-ell I want to say this: I do 
llGt ]0(11< at tht3 matter from the poillt of that 
a particnlar firill illay not discriminate against mle. 
1 want to say too, as I have said already, that although 
my political ricms may conflict with those of a lotj 
cf ms7 friendc: on the othier sidc, when i t  comes to mv 
views 011 racial di~criinination we are like the fingers 
011 olle hand. TTTe cannot be separated. And whenemer 

ally side is prepared to protest and fight against racial 
d~scriilzinat~on 1 all1 lining up on that side whether 
i t  is the Govelrment or the Opposition. Let me say 

-+ 
this: I believe the honourable junior member for St. 
'Thomas will agree with me. 1 have travelled by P.A.A. 
a~:d 1 have, travelled by B.W.I.A. and I will say here 
a d  now that I hope that the Government in  replying, 
especially to B.W.I.A. will mention this: there 1s 
s:rious racial discrimination going on in  the case of 
B.W.I.A. which masquerades with Mr. Wooding as a 
director and which cannot find between Jamaica and L 
Barbados one single coloured girl to  employ as a 
stewardess on that line. Of course they can take Mr. 
Wooding and fool people with that. I am going to 
say this : Some of the most crude and uncultured white 
women are se~lected from these West Indian colonies 
and they go out of their way to embarrass coloured 
people by requesting them to make out their forms 
so as to sea if they can write, while they (the stew- 
ardesses) make out other people's forms for them. I 
once told one of those embarrassed people, "give it A 
to me; I will make i t  out for you." I get very sensi- 
tive when i t  comes to that sort of thing. Whenever I 
see someone who looks like me and who cannot write, 
and I see someone from the other side trying to show 
him up I feel i t  very strongly. I have seen i t  happen 
at Barclays Bank. 

I hope, Sir, that the honourable senior member 
for St. Michael is listening to me. I have travelled by 
more than one airway iine, and the honourable junior 
member for St. Thomas has travelled recently too. 
One cannot help noticing the decent and unbiassed 
manner in which ste~vardesses of other lines han- 
dle people as against the manner in which certain 
people are handled by the uncultured and illiterate 
white women that B.W.I.A. pirks up. I have wanted 
to say this for a long time. I will lick up and break 
down anything like that. When it comes to 
political views I will fight you every day;  but 
when it comes to racial discrimination line me 
up by your side. So when yoa are writing 
B .  W .  I.  A.  you can tell them how we feel on racial 
discrimination. 11 have got up in  Queen's Park and 
said that I could not agree with any complany-- 
whether i t  was Radio Distribution, Barclays Bank or  
any other bank-which was not prepared to hire col-- 
cured people. I do not see why B.W.I.A. cannot find 
decent coloured people to employ, peoplt, ~vho I am 
sure would handle passengers better then some of the 
crude white women that that company employs. I have 
sc-ben incidents happen on this line; incidents of racial 
discrimination. I have notes of the dates and I have 
notes of the flights. I say, Sir, that when you get out 
of a Pan *4rnerican plane a t e r  having been attended 
by a Pan Amelricari stewardess and then have to be 
attended by some of these people whom B.W.I.A. 
fmploy - purely on pigment-the difference is like 
that between cheese and chalk. 

We in the West Indies who want to see cordial 
r). relations existing betwe~en all the peoples of the West 

Illdies must put our foot down on this kind of thing 
Lf B.W.I.A. has a director who does not have the 
guts or courage to say what I have said, I have the 
courage to say i t  to-day, and will say i t  over and over 
again until there is a change in  the set-up. 

Mr. COX : Mr. Speaker,--I must thank all those 
I~onourable members who have expressed applrova! 
of the Government's action in this particular matter. 
Reference has been made to our fear of the Advocate 
etc. If we were afraid of the Advocate or anyone 
we ~ i r ~ l ~ l d  not be in here today. As far  ac: I am con- 
cernFd I do ?lot k1101v anything about fear a t  all. And 
I linow that this Government does not kllow anything 
gbout fear. TVhen the time comes x e  fight our enenljgs 
and beat them too. Therefore, i t  is not a question of -& 



being afraid of the Aclaocute. TTTe know the Advocate's 
policy if i t  has one. But as I said, Sir, in view of the 

I fact that there is a likelihood of some reperclusions 
coming up sineel representatives of the Airways have 
come into the matter we feel that the House should 
lrl10w what is going on. 

I must thank the honourable senior member for 
St. John. IIe made a \-ery good point when he said 
that the Governnieiit is often accused of 1%-ithholding 
information from the House, and now that we have 
brought information we are told that the House is 

"-L too 'big for such a matter. I t  does not suit these big 
boys. As far  as the criticisms of the honourable 
junior member for the City are concerned, all I have 
to say is that as soon as that honourable member gets 
into ,power he can run his Government as he thinks 
f i t ;  but as long as we are running the Government 
we will run i t  as we feel it should be run. 

There is one thing which 1 ~vant  to make crystal 
clear, and i t  is in connection with a statement made 

A by the honourable senior mein'ber for St. Qeorge. 
Ke said that if I hacl informed the House about this 
fitatement when I had acquainted Your Honour about 
it, he would not have objected. But of course further 
in, his speech the honourable member spoke about 
some members having to get some hot air off their 
chests; so perhaps he was trying to get off a little 
when he said what he did. 

Again, sir, I want t o  thank the Hocse for uphold- 
ing the action taken 'by the Government and I beg 
leave to withdraw nly motion. 

There being no objection leave was granted the 
bonourable member to withdraw the motion. 

MOTION TO EXCLUDE THE ADVOCATE 
REPRESENTATIVES 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move 
the adjournment of the House for five minutes in 
order to discuss a matter of public importance. The 
Press, sir, with its influence is probably the most 

I powerful weapon in democratic communities. I t  is, - 
to say the least, particularly unfair, extremely unjust, 
wicked and dangerous, for any newspaper which is 
supposed to be putblishing a debate which took place 
in a political Assembly which controls the destiny 
of a colony to use the privilege of the House in its 
reporting to issne a very prejudiced report.. 

At  this stage, sir, I move that the House ad- 
journ for half a n  hour. 

Dr. CUMMINS seconded. 
The question was put and agreed to and Mr. 

SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly. 

On re-assembling : 
Mr. SPEAKERI: At the adjournment the honou- 

able junior ~nember for St. John was addressing the 
House. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Speaker,- I an1 making a 
motion that the representatives of the "Advocate " 
newspaper be excluded from the debates of the House 
for  one month as a protest against the very inaccur- 
ate, and misleading reports which they make Tues- 
day after Tuesday of the speeches of honourable 
members of this House, and in particular for the 
very prejudiced report which was made of the de- 
bate on Ministerial Status. According to that news- 
paper I did n'ot make a speech in  this House on 
Ministerial Status. The speech of every other hon- 
ourable member was reported; but where I am con- 

k crrned there was not a single word or sentence of 

my speech; and the fact of the matter is, Mr. 
Speaker, that among- the many speakers- 

Mr. SIPEAKER: May 1 point out to the hon- 
ourable member that he has made two motions? The 
first was to move the adjournplent of the IIouse for 
five minutes. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: It was not seconded. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member must 

ask leave to withdraw that motion. 
Nr .  VAUGHAN: I am asking leave to with- 

draw that motion. 
There being no objection leave was: granted the 

honourable member. 
Mr. VAUGHAN: As I was saying, sir, where 

the debate on Ministerial Status was concerned there 
was not a single word or sentence of my speech. I 
spoke after the honourable senior member for the 
City and immediately before the honourable senior 
member for Christ Church. The speeches of both 
of those honourable members appeared, but illine 
did not. If that is not prejudiced reporting, nothin, 
else can be d e ~ r i b e d  as prejudiced reporting. 

This is the second occasion on which this has 
happened to me. On the first occasion I m7as going 
to make a protest; but I let the matter pass. But on 
'the present occasion the issue was so important that 
I think the motion which I have just made is justi- 
fied. As I have said, I think that the Press is a 
particularly powerful weapon i n  a democracy. It 
is now rivalled by the Radio; but i t  is more power- 
ful  than the Radio; and it is quite unfair to a 
politician's future for  the Press to give him in- 
accurate reports or no reports at all. I think that 
i t  should be remembered that the Press is here a t  
Your Honour's sufferance and a t  the sufferance o t  
the House, and if the House rules that they should 
not be here they cannot be here. The Press should 
be fair enough, and since we allow them to come 
here t h ~ y  qhould be responsible enough to report 
speeches made in this Chamber fairly and accurately. 

What 1 would like to say is that in my opinion 
the "Advocate" has not got a snfficientl~+ educated 
staff to report certain speeches properly. A reporter 
who is sent to report political debates must not only 
be able to write a little shorthand. He must be 
educated in the English language. When you say 
that sugar is king, he must know that you mean 
that. He must not think that you have said that 
sugar is pain. That is what I lave  been reported as 
saying on one occasion-that sugar is pain; and there 
are inany such inaccuracies in the reports of speeches 
of honourable members from time to time. I t  is no 
fault of ours if the "Advocate" is too cheap to 
employ educated people to be trained as reporters ; 
but i t  is unfair to any member of this House that 
he sho~ild be inaccurately reported. ,4 politician's 
future depends largely on the Press reportq he gets. 

I was the only member who spoke really criti- 
cally of the Ministerial Status proposals, and that 
rvas all the more reason whv my speech shollld have 
been reported. I f  my political fortunes couldl have 
been damaeed by that report I would have had to be 
satisfied. Tf my future success in retnrning to this 
House conld have been obliterated1 by that report T 
wotlld have had to be satisfied. But I should havc been 
reported so that my constitt~ents would see what view3 
I took on that important issue. It was palpably a 
prejudiced report which may be very damaging to my 
political future. As I have said, sir, this is the seconcl 
occasion on which this unfair and unjust action has 
been taken where I am concerned. 

The Press, at  least in  large Countries - and i t  
m a p  be so here too-can make or break ~ ~ v e r n l l l ~ n t s .  
Public opinion is influenced by the Press and tha 
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Press has been known to break governments in  Great 
Britain time aiid again. The I+@S can also break a. 
politician. I t  can 4estroy him iiz several ways; by 
~miss io~i  as well as  commlbsion. I look upon this mat- 
ter very seriously. We are supposed to be living in  
a democracy. I think that this little community is 
one of the last remaining democracies in the world 
right now. The responsibility of the Press is also a 
democratic issue, perhaps inore than that of any other 
organ. 

I qay, sir, that i t  is a privilege for the Press to 
come to this Chamber. They come a t  our snEerance, 
i t  is m-ell to let them know that they must not be talr- 
ing sides on political issues in this Chamber. 1 do 
not accuse the Editorial and Management side of the 
Advocate on this occasion. I do not think they would 
be so petty as to deliberately leave out a speech tha: 
any honourable member makes in this Chamber. But 
reporters can be influenced. and they must not deal 
with honourable members according to their political 
likes and dislikes. When we discover that they are 
doing that, it is time for us to make a inost active 
protest. 

The "Official Gazette" in which the speeches of 
members are reported seldom reaches any but a few 
in  the constituency which a member represents. I t  
never reachas down to the lowest of the people on 
whom political support rests. Therefore, for those 
people in the parish of St. John I have said nothing 
on Ministerial Status. l'robably five or six months 
from now that speech will appear i11 the "Official 
Gazette". Look a t  the expense I would have to go to 
have that speech published or to have single copies 
rf i t  distributed in my constituency ~vhen the spceclies 
of all other honourable members appeared in the 
A~dvoqte. 

I have seen certain speeches made in this Cham- 
ber made nonsense of by the reporters. They are not 
cnly uneducated, but they are unintelligent ; becansr 
there are certain things I see reported in that paper 
which no member of this House could ever saj-, so 
~onsensical they are. If the reporters are not unin- 
telligent, 1 can only assume that they do these things 
out of deliberate spite. I have seen reports of 
speeches made in this House that are so disgustingl:,~ 
distorted that i t  would have been impossible for any 
member to have spoken like that. It would be much 
too damaging to his own career. 1 have seen it writ- 
ten that we keep meetings so late that the report- 
ers go to sleep. The Advocate does not iiwd to keep 
a man here for eight hours; let then1 get sufficient 
staff so that the reporters can change off. 

I n  a democracy the Press is a powerful organ, 
wielding public opinion ancl inflnencing the outlook 
of the people of the country. It is therefore an abso- 
lute essential, if public life is to go on as i t  should, 
that there should be accurate reporting by the Press ; 
and if through lack of education or lack of intelli- 
gence or  for any other reason, reporters who are sent 
here to report the speeches made in this Chamber 
make inaccurate reports i t  is time that a protest b? 
rnade in this House. To leave out p, apeech altogether 
is to make a prejudiced report. If five members 
make speeches and only four are reported it is a pre- 
judiced report. To talk about the "Official Gazette" 
is nonsense. It does not reach the masses of the peo- 
ple. I agree that the newspaper is a private organ; 
hilt it is not private ill the sense that one's rnotorcar 
jc privatc. ae\vspaper uiidertalres a pnblic respon- 
sibility the moment i t  attempts to report anything 
of a public nature. There should be no taking sides 
where a newspaper is concerned. There should be no 
private issues. I t  is not true to say that a newspaper 
can report what it likes, and not report what i t  does 
cot  like. 

The newspaper is one of the most important 
organs i11 a deinocracy. If for any reason the 
Press ceased to appear for a week the confusion $ 
in the public mind woulcl be great. I t  is the only 
thing that tlionsands of people in a community like 
this reacl. Soille of a s  read 1-arious kinds of litera- 
ture, but thousands oiily read the newspaper. So 
you will see the great influence which the Press 
wields on the minds of people. liThell 1 say that 
the Press has a public responsibility you will see that  
that is actually so. 

I say again, Mr. Speaker, that not one word, not 
olle sentence of what I said on that important issue 
appeared in the "Advocate". According to that 
ne\rspaper the honourable junior member for St. 
John had nothing to say on Ministerial Status. I 
a111 appealing to the members of this House as a 
brother member to put party politics above this 
issue and to think of i t  purely as members of the 
House. 1 ask them to support me in  my protest 
through the motion that I have made. 

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker,-The honourable 
member's motion has not been seconded. May we b 
go on to Government Business? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If the honourable member's 
motion is not seconded the House will go on to  
Government Business. 

Mr. AT'LDER: Mr. Speaker,-I am going to  
second the motion because I feel that i t  deserves t o  
be seconded. I was only waiting to see how cour- 
ageous the representatives of the people are, and 
the attitude displayed shows that if we do not have 
the courage to do a thing which is justified because 
of the fear of endangering our self-interest, then the 
interest of the constituents is a t  stake. I willingly 
second the motion ma,de by the honoarable junior 
member for St.  John. I do i t  not because I want 
to be vindictive where this newspaper is concerned, 
but because I agree that the Press is a most import- 
ant instrument in the communal life of this island, 
and i t  should be impartial. I endorse most of the 
remarks which the honourable junior member for  
St. John has made. I deprecate the partiality of 
this newspaper which I have noticed on occasions 
i11 the past when i t  comes to publishing news of +- 
public importance. What the honourable member 
has recently suffered from as regards the exclusion 
of his contribution to the Ministerial Status debate 
I have also suffered from in the past. 

T am going to say right now that such an  im- 
portant organ as the "Advocate" should not allow 
any politician to suggest to i t  that a particular 
mcinber7s speech should not be published; and that  
has been done to me in the past. After I had made 
a speecli on one occasion a member of the govern- 
ment was overheard to say that the paper-I take 
it that he meant the "Advocate"-must not pub- 
lish my speech. Where the "Advocate" is concerned 
it has gone out to many minds that not only the 
paid directors and staff have an influence on its 
policy ; but that even individuals fa r  removed from tile 
Directorate can suggest what its policy must be. 
I do not know if that outside influence only affects - 
the reporter? here or if it is agreed to by the Direc- 
tors of the "Advocate". But I must say that i t  
leaves a bad taste where the pdblic is concerned. The 
" .ldvocate" shoultl be told what 1-iems the people 
hold as r e p r d s  its policy. 

T agree with the honourable junior member for 
St. .John that while many of us cannot claim to be 
literary geniuses, i t  is appalling to see what is some- 
times represented in the columns of the "Advocate" 
as having been part of honourable members' speech- 
es. I t  does have a bad effect on the minds of the 
public few of whom can claim to be men of letters 
well informed enough to be able to read betveen the 

-Sr 
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lines and to realise that so and so could not have 
been said; and therefore this word must be wrongly 
spelt, or that word might not belong to this context. 
Most people in  this colony take up a newspaper and 
just lap up what they see in print. They do not 
know better; and they can do no more than accept 
what they see in print before them. Therefore the 
responsibility in t ! ~ t  of the "Advocate" to see to it 
that all words are properl> spelt, and that words are 
not put  in places where the speakers did not intend 
them to be put. 

q In  the report of my speech on the Five Year 
Plan I noticed a couple of errors which I feel that 
an  important publication like the "Advocate" should 
never have allowed to come before the public eye. 
It is either dangerous inefficiency or wilful inten- 

4 tion to victimise some of the members of this House 
or to distort the proceedings of this honourable 
chamber. Why I feel that  the "Advocate7' should 
be more careful - 

Mr. SPEAKER: In  accordance with certain 
! 

+ usages of Parliament I must stop the honourable 
member. The usual practice has been that  if a 
member makes a complaint referring to a misrepre- 
sentation he has to produce a copy instantly or he 
must be stopped by the Speaker. I must therefore 
ask the honourable member to desist from that 
theme in his speech. 

Furthermore, with regard to the honourable 
junior member for St. John who made the motion 
and who is making a similar complaint, I must dis- 
allow his claim until a newspaper showing ;he 
absence of his speech is produced to the House. 
Unless that is done there can be no further debate 
on the matter, and I will therefore have to call on 
the Government to proceed with its business. I am 
sorry that  embarrassment has come upon the mover 
but I must adhere to custom. 

Mr. ALLDER : I do not know if i t  is permissible 
for me to refer to the debate - 

Mr. SPEAKER: By virtue of the ruling which 
I have made the honourable member cannot speak 
on the motion because there is no motion now before 

1 the House. 
Mr. ALLDER: I hope to resume the debate as  

soon as I have the necessary documents. 
Mr. SPEAKER : With my permission you may. 

I must now call on the Government to proceea with 
their business. 

ORDERS 1 AND 2 POSTPONED 

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,-I am asking 
that Orders Nos. 1 and 2 be further postponed and 
that I br allowed to take Orcler No. 3, standing in 
the name of the honourable senior member for St. 
Joseph, as  the next Order of the Day. 

There being no objection leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

S BILL TO AMEND PUBLIC UTILITIES ACT 
b On the order being called for Dr. Cummins to  

move the second reading of the Bill intituled an 
Act to amend the Public Utilities Act, 1951, to make 

A provision for the appointment of assessors and for 
other matters : 

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,-I am quite sure 
that i t  will be fresh in the minds of honourable 
members that  in 1951 this House passed a n  Act to 
provide for the regulation of public utilities. Al- 
though that Act passed both Houses of the Legisla- 
ture i t  was held up for the consent of His Majesty 
because certain companies, especially the Electric 
Company, contended that Section 3 of that Act as 
i t  was passed by this House would debar them from 

i raising capital in England a t  a time when the com- 

pany needed capital to extend its plant and to carry 
out certain alterations. 

The Act was considered by the Secretary of 
C7tatc fcl. the Colonies anci at one tiine nas the 
subject of discussion between representatives of the 
company, the honourable senior member for  St. 
Joseph ancl Hon'ble H. A. Cuke member of the 
Other Place. Things went so far  that Her Majesty 
was advised to withhold her consent. The Electric 
Company complained that  Section 3 of the Act did 
not give their shareholders enough support, so to  
speak, and that the shareholders in England would 
::ct have enough conhdt ncc in the Company. I think 
too that a t  that time there was some talk about 
l~ationalisiag the Electric Company, and that  might 
have had some influence on the actions of the Direc- 
tors of the Company. 

This situation lasted all through 1951/52 and 
it was only in August this year that  this Bill was 
assented to. I t  was only assented to on the condi- 
tion that the compromise which is set out in  this 
amendment be sent down to the Legislature. The 
compromise, sir, is that provision will be made for  
a panel of assessors, and if the services of these 
assessors are required, two assessors would sit on 
the Board-one assessor representing the company 
and the other representing the consumers. But  it 
was specifically laid dotvn that these assessors would 
be there solely in an advisory capacity, and would 
have no power to vote. I think, sir, that emphasis 
should be laid on the question of not being able to 
vote. 

As I have said, the Bill passed this House on 
the 19th of June, 1951, but was only assented to on 
the 1st of August this year. Therefore, a period of 
a little over two years elapsed before i t  was as- 
sented to. 

In  addition to the provision that  the assessors 
should sit on the Board there are also other amend- 
ments sought to sections 32, 35 and 36 in order-to 
provide a time limit for compliance with the order 
of the Board, and generally for  the more effectual 
enforcement of orders. 

Section 3" has to do with the decisions made, 
by the Board. l t  reads: 

"After the oonclixsion of the hearing, the 
"Board shall make an order and a certified copy 
"of such order shall be served upon the person 
l ( or conlpany against whom it is made, and notice 
"thereof shall be given to the other parties to 
"the praceedings . 

Yon will notice that no time limit is mentioned 
in Section 32 and similarly i t  applies to Sections 
35 and 36. Section 35 provides for the enforce- 
ment of the Order on the management -of a business 
of utllity. There again, the time factor is not men- 
tioned in Section 36 which provides for the dissolu- 
tion of the public utility after ally default; there- 
fore, thew amendments are considered vital to  
this Act. These are the facts. I now beg to lnove 
t h ~ t  this Bill be read a second time. 

Mr. COX: I beg tu second that .  
Mr. CRAWFORT) : Sir, i t  is unnecessary to 

review the history of this hill except to snppoct 
the honourable introducer who saicl that it gave rise 
to much controversy and although i t  mas passed 
since August 1951 it was only assented to this year. 
The honourable introducer also said that a t  the 
rtjme when i t  was passed, there was some talk about 
nationalisation of the Electric Company and that 
talk may have given rise to certain feelings on the 
part  of the directors of the Electric Company. 

Sir, we should be concerned with this matter 
because although the honourable member put it so 
mildly and inoffensively as to say that there was 
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some talk about nationalisation, me know that the 
results of that talh of that public utility 11a~-P been 
disastrous to the public of Barbados. We B n ~ w  
that electricity is of vital concern to the people of 
this country and by the company refusing to cx- 
tend its service through the threat of nationalisaf~on 
hanging over its head ancl the thrtat obtained in 
the Bill as passed by the Leg~slatul.e, have cansed 
distress among a large section of people who up 
to this time cannot get lighting facil~ties. I t  has 
also caused distress to another section of people 
who because construction of houses has been reduced 
through the owners' inability to get electricity, 
naturally those people - artisans and uizskilled 
labourers - have been deprived of employment. 
I t  is true to say that there has been a cessation 
in the building industry and that has been created 
by the impasse to which the honourable introducer 
of this Bill referred to as some taik about 
nationalisation. Sir, there was more than some 
talk about nationalisation. The Government Party 
made i t  perfectly clear that it was gonig to 
nationalise all public utilities. I t  expressed thc 
opinion that it was going to nationalise the 
Electric Company and actually told the public 
at  the last election that if that party were returned 
to power, within six months i t  would nationalise 
the Electric Company. Because of that, i t  is 
a classical understatement t o  say that there 
was some talk about nationalisation which Inay 
have worried the minds of the directors of 
the Electric Company. That is a classical un~ler- 
statement because the fact remains that there was 
a definite and expressed1 intention by the Labour 
Party to nationalise public ntilities . The Electric 
Company therefore had that statement as an es- 
.cuse for expanding and to make it worse, the 
company claimeyl that the terms of the Public 
Utility Bill ~vllich was passed subsequently by the 
Legislature aggravated the situation so far  as it 
was concerned. The company claimed that it had 
two threats-the Public Utility Bill and nationali- 
sation-and because of that, i t  was not going to 
take steps for expansion until the situation was 
improved. 
' Sir, I am saying that this difficulty should not 
have been allowed to remain for so long with sue% 
a threat to industry and with such loss in employ- 
mcnt. I have said nothing about the curtailment 
which ensncd in industrial expansion, but i t  is com- 
mon knowledge that since existing industrial con- 
cerns were not in a position to get electric power 
that no new industry could be set up  under These 
conditions. This is a seriou~ state of affairs for 
any country that is undeveloped and in which-tfiere 
is a great need for industrial expansion both to 
private e~uployment and to the increasing of tlie 
national income. I t  does seem to me, thewfore, 
that the step which the Government is taking toaay 
could or should hav? been taken sometime before in 
order to improve the situation and to bring about 
the results which it is hoped that this Bill would 
bring about. If the Government was forced to 
compromise on the issue, there was nothing to gain 
by delaying on its decision to compromise especially 
when the community was suffering as a restilt of 
the prolonged delay. If Government was forced 
to back down from carrying out its promise of 
nationalisation and then with its compromise of 
the Public Utility Bill, it found that even that was 
not in the best interest of t h ~  comm~lnity, and 
:because of that, it, was also going to back down 
from that also, it should back down gracefully ana 
as quickly as possible so as not to prolong the 
suffering which its previous action bad created. 

(311~ mdre point and it is this. I have said 
before that in this matter of public utilities in 
Rarbaclos, the sugar industry of this colony should $ be declarecl a public utility. S~nce  1 have made 
that statement, a number of evcnts has tralispired 
which nialres it even more important f'or the sugar 
industry to be declared a public utility and to be 
operated under the terms and conditions of the 
Public Services Coi~iiiiittee which ~vonld have to 
operate under this Act. I neecl not reiterate all 

1 the reasons for the suggestions that, the manufac- 
turers (of sugar should be included in the Schedule 
of this Act, but I certainly do feel and am perfectly 
convinced that the time will conle when it will have 

' to be done. The Government is now col~sidering 
this matter of public utilities and there is no reasoll 
why now -\Ire are amending the original Bill thatl 
provision should not be made for the inchxsion of 
the manufacture of sugar under the schedule c,f this 
Act. I t  is merely another exanlple of putting off 1 )or decining as unnecessary a step which me are 
bound to take. Just  as to a large extent this cleray L 
in making a compronlise interfered with the econ- 
omy of this country, so too would the refusal of 
including the manufacture of sugar as a public 
utility service is going to interfere with an irn- 
portant ~ection of the economic life of this country. 

Mr. MILLER: The honourable introducer of 
this Bill ha9 moved amendments to Public Utilities 
Act and I regret very much that he has found i t  
necessary to do so. I feel today just as I felt when 
that Act was introduced in this Chamber. I never 
agreed with that Bill. I felt that Government 

r should not back down froin nationalisatian; there- 
fore, these amendments further reduce any hope 
that the community would have of nationalisation 
of any public utility. It is unfortunate that this 
is so. When you think of creating a panel of per- 
sons to be nominated by the Government to take 
complaints against the Electric Company, when ati 
the molllent that company is guilty of every offence 
and every complaint under the sun, the provisions 
of that amendment nullifies the usefulness of such 
a Bili. I t  is regrettable that these amendments + 
should be made to the Bill. 

According to the objects and reasons, provision 
is made for a panel of assessors to be settled after 
consultation with the public utilities. Whenever 
the Board or any party so requests, two assessors 
are to be nominated for the purpose of a pa r t i c~~ la r  
proceeding, one is to be selected from the p;nel 
referred to and the other is t+o be selected as 
representing the users of the public utility. The 
assessors should have technical Bnowledge of the 
subject they are to look into. This is where you 
are reducing this Act to a farce. This is unfor- 
tunate and what is more is that i t  is making a 
reality of the idea in the minds of the British 
directors of this company and a few nienibers of the 
British Parliament that this company does not enjoy 
a sense of security. As it appears to me, we are 
just wasting time. Everywhere in this world when 

A 

you threaten a eoinpany with nationalisation, its 
usual reaction is to capitalize. 1 must admire the 
position of the Electric Company in this community. 
Imagine that company up  to this day still enjoying 
thc privilrges of the Master and Servants' Act. All 
that old type of legislation has not been amended, 
but we are anlending this Public Trtility Bct of 1951. 
I really feel that we are wasting time. 

Sir, electricity from its first beginning, when it 
was invented, the inventor thought more on what 
what i t  would mean to human beings; how he could 
accomplish something and pass it on to the benefit 

1 of every man. It is a regrettable state in which we i; 
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have found ourselves through the actions of this conl- 
pany. As the honourable senior member for St. Philip 
has said, 'by its actloll ill lying low it has caused 
a deliberate shut-down in the construction of build- 
ings in  this community. Again, there is no place in 
Christendom that charges so much per unit as what 
is charged by the company that is operating here. 
I am one of ae people who use a lot of electricity. 
I know what I pay for electricity for the amount 
of business which I operate with it. I have a reason 
to say that the charges per unit are the highest in 
the world and I see no reason why I should c m q  
favour that remerlc, especially ~vhen 1 know that 
the industrial developnlent of this country is bound 
up  in what tKe industry is going to pay out for 
electricity. 

sir,  just fancy that we are put in this helpless 
position that we must accept these amendments be- 
cause the English directors of this company aired 
this matter, because they could do so, with the Colo- 
nial Office. It is unfortunate that the Colonial Office 
should be able to dictate our terms in this matter. Even 
with these there is no hoge for develop- 
merit in industries as a result of electricity. Thpre 
is no hope that in our time, this company will extend 
its services. I t  is in their own interest to extend 
their service but are not doing so. Over the 
c0untry7 housing is mbdued 
this company refusing to extend its services. 
over this country, you will find individual homes 
denied the right of a refrigerator through the lying 
low policy of this company. A refrigerator is not a 
l=ury; it  is something the preservation of 

Sir, the Government is helpless to-night. I feel 
that these amendments should be denied sanction 
because there is no because no promise hw 
been given to the people that this will cause the 
company to expand its services. As I have said often 
and often this public utility should be owned 
by the Government. Everywhere in the West Indies, 
electricity is owned and operated by G~vernment- 
It is so owned in St. Lucia, Grenada and Janlaica. 
I n  this country, it is owned Englishmen, with a 

token shares given to some influential people 
this and when that was it was be- 

cause those people controlled the Legislatnre. This is 
a disgraceful thing and it laclis all inspiration. I t  haq 

all through the ages- A half century 
an English company came here, bought a few miles 
of pathway and started a train service. In that 
company mere a few Barbadians with token shares. 
  he way in which it started, it was bound to fail  
and when the shareholders realised that it was fail- 
ing they ~aslsed i t  on to the taxpayers by getting the 
Government of that time to take i t  Over. TWO years 
after, the railway passed out. That is the type of 
nationalisation that we have had. I t  has proved jnstifi- 
able when the Government of that day took over 
'the Had it not been that the water 
service was taken Over then, 1 am Sure1 that you l ~ o u l d  
have had to buy water a t  a prpmium to-day. f3'ilq, these 
amendments should be denied sanction because there 
is no hope. This is a joke. 

Mr. HAYNES : I look upon this Bill as one of 
the important measures that has come before us for 
some timw I was not a metmber of this Chamber when 
the Public Utility Rill ~vaspassed but 1 annreciate i t  
because I have always looked at  Public Utility Boards 
as if they were clubs. 

when these amendlnents into hallds, I 
took the trouble to PO to the ?ifaiiag~r of :he Electric 
Company and aslred him whether the change mould 
allow the company to e'xpaad its sen-icps. I pointed 
out to him that there were electric poles ir, the parish 
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OS St. Andrew that were put  down for m m y  years 
arid were actually rotting without an  inch of wire 
2ttacl1iesd to them from the time they were p a t  d O m .  
IIe said that the company could not raise one Penny 
to spend on the copper that would be needed to run 

the wires. I further asked him: Is  this Bill m y  use 
to Y W ?  I n  replying, he said he d id  not know. If 
that is the case, this Bill will be passed and this island 
would be in  the same predicment as  before with 
rcgard to electricity. The honourabliTsenior meunber 
for St. Philip made a n  excellent S P ~ W ~  &out &c- 
tricity. While i t  is t rue ---. that t e ~ ~ p h o n e  essential, i t  
is not as essential as electricity. You can get along 
without a tele~holle, but You can get nowhere without 

I hope tha two honourable members of the Gov- 
ernment who are present will take this matter u p  with 
the Manager of the E 1 ~ t r i c  Company and find Out if 
this Bill is really no help to  the cornP(mY. 1 wuld like 
an a"swer from because I was 
told worries the answer as it were from 
the head of the '1 'lke to know if what 
I heard is so7 what is goling to be the position? Are we 
going in the havillg poles 'l1 
the highways but with no wire on them? I n  the par- 
iah of Christ Church. there is the excellent district: 
of Silver Sands, but i t  has no electricity. We all know 
that the tourist industry be properly set up  
before you have adequate electricity. Is not any action 
t:,ken over the Electric Company as was suggested 
by this House in an Address which was unani- 
nlou91y? We have been waiting too long for adequate 
electricity. We would have to pay a lot lqore money 

. for the concern the longer we than we would 
have paid if we had bought it over then. I ask again 
if there is any truth in the statement that this Bill 

not help the Electric Company. Although we 
are  doing somethillg as regards appointing a very 
strong public sewice ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ i ~ ~  under ,..is Bill, 
v,-ould it not help that company? Regardless of wheth- 
er the Government takes over the Electric Company 
01 not, I would Like to see electricity apportioned to 
the various districts all over the island. ~f the mm- 
pany cannot do it, let i t  go out of business. As the 
honourable senior member for Bt. Philip has said, our 
development has absolutely been nullified and stJti- 
fied through lack of adequate I am hoping 
I will hear some reply from the honourable j u ~ o r  
member for St. Thornas as regards whether the amend- 
ments to this Bill are as  was asked by the Electric 
corporation, 

Mr. BARROW : Mr. Speaker, I would Like to 
make a motion for the postponement of consideration 

these amendments to th,e Public Utility of 1951. 
I t  is my opinion that the Public Utility Bill will 
link along with the Majira and famous escapes in 
history, it being the biggest flight from socialism 
that one ever 

Dr. CUMMINB: On a point of order, Mr. Speak- 
er. Is  thfe honourable member in order to discuss the 
principle of the Bill. The of the  ill has 
beell discussed since 1951. The hollourable member 
has begun by discussing the of the Bill. 
This Bill deals with certain amendments to the prin- 
cipal Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I think the honourable senior 
meinhlr~jr for St. &orge should listen very carefully 
to  hat is being said a t  this stage. It coneerns him. 

Dr. CUMMINS : For  his benefit, I will repeat 
that the plrinciple of this Bill was accepted by the 
House in 'June, 1951, therefore that is not bef&e 
11s now. Tvhat is before this House is certain amend- 
m,~nts  to certain clanses of that Bill. If the honour- 
able senior member for St. Qeorge is going to raise 
the question of whether we should have a Public Util- 



ity Bill or not, I would say that he is out of order 
to do so. 

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 would like to inform the 
honourable senior inember for St. Qeorge that he can- 
not criticise the principal Bill. 

Mr. BARROW: Sir, I beg to dieer from tlhe 
honourable junior meinber for St. Thomas because 
the whole object of these particular amendments is 
tt) alter and that is the) ordinary terminology which 
I should use. These particular amendments alter the 
whole spirit of the Bill ~vhicli was passed by this 
Iiouse in 1951. I t  is for that reason I said that the 
alajira, and Famous Escapes of hibtory would take 
second place to this escape fiom socialism and flight 
tl>ereof which we are doing by bringing in  these 
amendments. I t  is nothing short of a flight from 
socialisnl-froin the beginning to the end. As hon- 
ourable nlembers will see from the terms of the amend. 
ment itself, it snbstitutes the word 'panel' for 
'Board'. 

Mr. SPEllliER : If the honourable inember is 
prepared to argue that these amendments cut across 
the, principal Bill, 1 am prepared to see to i t  that the 
honourable meinber doe:, not criticise the pl~incipal 
Bill. Is  the honourable member saying that these 
amendments cut across the principlet of the Bill? 

Mr. BARROW : Sir. the Public Utilities Bill of 
J'une 1951 was not passed by this House but by a 
previous House. No House can bind a subsequent 
House to accept what was done by that House, there- 
fore, I am within my rights to commient on these 
amendments and on any previous legislation which 
was not passed by this House. Th?s Bill was passed 
jn June 1951, and although the Governor has no re- 
serve powers by the constitution, high pressure groups 
i:l England made n e r  Majesty the Queen reserve her 
assent to it. Because of certain directors in  a n  Eng- 
lish Company having certain interest in  that Bill, 
Her Majesty the Queen exercised her prerogative and 
although i t  was passed by this Legislatune in  June 
1951, i t  was not assented to until about twelve weeks 
ago. 

Mr. SPENCER : I niust let the honourabler 
member know that he must pay attention to the Rules 
of this Hou*. I do not see any rule which refers t a  
anoae r  session. Rule  123 is as foTIows :- 

"No member may reflect upon any vote of the 
"House, except for the purpose of moving that 
such vote be rescinded." 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, just as a matter 
of interest, I respectfully submit that with that Rula 
ipso  faclo to the House, i t  will be fictitious to suggestl 
i n  this House or for any member of the House of 
Assembly to get up and make any amendment to the 
laws. I suggest that the very fact that you can 
introdurn an amendment or repeal a Bill that is p a s -  
ed makes that Rule - 

Mr. SPEAKER : Then and only then is i t  in  
order. 

Mr. BARROW: I am going to move a n  amend- 
ment to the amendments to the Public Utilities Bill 
of 1951. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The honourable member is out 
of order. 

Mr. BARROW Sir, do you mean to say $hat 
I am not entitled to move an amendment to any mo- 
tion which swks to amend a Bill which has been passed 
by a previous House. I beg Tour Honour to reflect. 
That will stifle the whole system of democratic debate. 

Mr. SPEAKER : What question is the hononr- 
able member speaking on now? 

Mr. BARROW : I am speaking on the notion 
which was moved by the honourable junior member 
for St. Thomas. 

31r. SPEAKER : Do proceed with that. 
Mr. BARROW : It was my intention to proceed 

with that when Your IIonour stopped me. + 
Nr.  SZ'EAIZER : You cannot go back to the 

I'ublic Utilities Act of 1951 and criticise it. 
Xr. BARROW: Your Honour the heading of 

this Bill is a Bill intituled an Act to amend the Pub- 
lic Utiliticz Act, 1951, to make provision for the ap- 
pointment of assessors and for other matters, and you, 
eailnot discuss the amendments effiectively, or with 
any benefit to the public, xithout referring to what 
the previous state of affairs was under the Public 
Utilities Bill of 1931. Here you are amending some- 
thing and I am entitled to dram the attention of 
honourable ~nembers-not necessarily to reflect on 
the principal Bill-to what is the position under the 
original Bill and then discuss the merits or de- 
merits of the alnendinents proposed. I t  will be com- 
pletely obnoxious if one cannot do that. 

Dr. CUMMINS : Yonr Honour, is the honoiv- 
::ble member in order? 

Mr. SPEAKER : l am giving all the latitude to + 
the honourable member until he will have no  latitude 
at all. 
m. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker,-The very first 
thing I said was that I waa going to move a motion 
for postponement of consideration of these amend- 
ments and my main reason for doing so is that these 
amendments are a complete departure from the orig- 
inal Bill, not only in the wording but a departure from 
the spirit of it. Suflely I am in  my rights t o  cornmen4 
011 the original Bill in relation to the fact that the 
present amendments are a coqplete departure from 
the principles of the original Rill. I do not tjee how 
that can be a reflection on a vote of this House. Per- 
sonally. I cannot see why you cannot debate on any- 
thing that has been done by a previous House. 

Mr. SPEAKER : If the honourable member is 
laying down rules of procedure for this House, he 
would be disallowed from doing so. 

Xr. BAEROW: Certainly, Sir, you can debatz 
on anything that has been done by a previous House. 
As a matter of fact, how can you repeal and Act, + 
as was done recently in this Chamber, u n l m  you 
reflect on a previous law that was made? If Your 
IXonour deerns it aq either contrary to the Rules of 
this House or a question of public policy, I will 
take my seat. 

IMr. SPEAKER: I do not want the honourable 
member to think that I1 am in any way trying to pre- 
vent you from debating the amendments which a re .  
before the I-Iouse. 

Mr. BARROW: I have no further desire to do 
50, YOUP Honour. 

Mr. E. D. JIOTTIJEY: Mr. Speaker this 
Bill which seeks to amend the Public Utilities Bill, 
1951, is one which no honourable member should 
comment on adrversely. When the princiipal J 

Bill was first discussed, I think i t  was accepted 
with the spirit of compromise in that the Gov- 4 
ernment having to back down from its policy 
of nationalisation, had brought it into being 4 
as a half-way measure. This Bill was brought 
in because the Gove-ent had part of its ~ l a t f o r m  
on nationalisation of public utilities, but my party 
objecting to nationalisation. said that instead of 
cationalisation it would agree to a form of control 
:-\.er public utilities by which the G-overnment could 
ilare a X oice ill regulating the profits of the particular 
.oinpanies, the priczrs charged customers, as \;.ell as in 
tile of the conditions generally under 
\r hich those caompanie,~ ~hould  be run. I t  was in the 
ipirit of compromise which T think is the essence of 
deinovracy that the Government accepted this Public * 
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I;tilities Bill. I f  1 am correct, 1 said then that there 
l7;erc: many sectiolis in the Bill which Inay make direc- 
tors of such companies say,--bearing 111 llllnd that 
existing Public Utilities in  this colony were imy~lsfi  
companies and as such them was no hope or chance 
ti their seeing what was going on,-that we \;.ere 
taking away their rights. I t  was no d e ~ i r e  of us to 
tslre away the rights of those companies. 

I feel that we should q;lter a comproillise by 
vllich we can hare further improvements and de- 
velopments on the conditions that existed in the past. 
l'his Bill would improve the conditions. If 1 re- 
n:embe,r correctly, 1 said then,-and I still feel the 
same way today,-that there should be no control 
over a private company ~ l n t i l  Government definitely 
decided that it was going to take o.i.eir that conlpany 
2nd nationalise it. 1 ail1 mindful that at  the, time 
that i t  was not a question of nationalization; that 
question not arising owing to the fact that Gorern- 
n~en t  saw that there was no inoiley in the Treasury 
to pursue nationalization and to do the other social 
activities which were inore pressing. I t  was true 
however to say that the de'bate on the Bill re,vived 
that. My views on  riationalizatioll are known by 
every honourable member, and 1 hope! the time will 
liever be ripe for the Goverllment to nationalise. Let 
Government remain a silent partner and draw all 
their taxes from these companies. That is my view. 

If I may get on with the subject niatter of this 
Bill, one wonders if these amendments will bring 
about a change in the entire situation. MEat are the 
facts? 'The Public Utilities Bill, as the Deputy 
Leader told us, was passed in 1951 and for  some 
redason or the other, instructions were issued after- 
wards and Her Majesty the Queen refused to assent 
to it. I t  was drawn to Her Majesty's attention 
that there rvould be grave danger if she assented to 
i t  without common agre,einent between those two 
companies and the Government of Barbados. Well 
these amendments have come fcrward within a few 
weeks after the Bill has been assented to. 

The facts are simple. With existing conditisns 
tllere is not the ~~~herewithal-the money-to buy out 
the Electric Company which is the public utility com- 
pany to which we are dirqcting our attention. We 
are not so mindful of the rest-the te(lephone, gas, 
transport, or radio distribution as some people claim to 
be a public utility. As it strikes me, if you are not 
going to nationalise, or yon cannot do so at the 
moment, the Government c,r any Government iiz 
power would be stnpiclly strongheaded if it attempt- 
ed to block legislation to allow an e ~ i s t i a r  company 
t:~e facilities to raise the necessary funtls to carry 
out improve,ments to its plant. What the honoura'ble 
sei~ior member for Xt Philip said is true. My own 
experience is that a nunlbe,r of people not only in  
industrial concerns here or the in~mber of artisans and 
~~nski l l rd  workers that have 'been dcnied employment 
through the unavailabilitj- of electricity in certain 
places, bllt also other people have refused to invest 
in this island because they could not get electricitly 
in sufficient qnantity to carry on their businesses. I 
maintain that electricity is not a luxury. I t  is a 
i~ecessity. Anything which can be used to save 
human life ceases to be a luxtlry and it can safely be 
arznecl todav that in operatino. theatres in all parts 
of the world, electricity is considered in the saving of 
peoplc Yi~es. 

The reas011 1vhy T supported the Public Utility 
!sill is'becaanse T fecl that somebodv beside4 the private 
e1:terprise should h a ~ e  tt say in determinino. to what 
extent t l i ~  profits of that private enterprise should 
bc. I shall address the follo\~in? remarlrq to the Gov- 

crnmeslt. The honourable junior member for St. An- 
ciren. inentioned that i t  n as within his knowledge that 
i t  this Bill was passed as it is, that the anlendments did 
ilot rueet the approval of the directors of the Electric 
Conlpany. I t  was said \vhen the Bill was passed 
in 1951 that the company could not raise money on 
the English inarket owing to a clause in  the Bill. I 
nlay say that I was shown an advertisement in  the 
Lo7ldon1 Times to raise money on the English market 
for that company and was told that nobody would 
lend o~ving to the facts which were stated. I think 
the lionourable junior me.mber for St. Thomas will 
bear me out when I say that before you can raise 
nloney on the English market, you have to set out all 
the re le~ant  facts in a newspaper 

I hope the honourable junior member for  St. 
Thomas mill assure this House that these amendments 
deal with what is absolutely necessary for this com- 
pany to get ahead with improvements to1 its plant. I 
hope i t  is not as the honourable junior memberr for  
St. Andrew inferred. I think i t  would be mere 
stupidity if these amendiizents would not allow that 
to be so. Government has been big enough to say that 
it has not abandoned nationalisation, 'but i t  does not 
s+e the possibility of carrying i t  out in the immediate 
future. I will therefore ask honourable members to 
Erar in mind this question : Is not i t  absolutely neces- 
sary for Government to prese!nt a workable Bill which 
~vould allow the shareholders and directors of these 
publie utilities companies to get further shareholders 
for their respective companies so that the inhabi- 
tants of this colony can'get the benefits afforded by 
the company? Let \Government then tax the com- 
pan -  for all that i t  is worth. 

Sir, I was amused as I sat and heard the honour- 
s.ble jnnlor member for St. George in his tirade about 
cationalisation. I t  is amusing to hear those professed 
socialists speak. I do not thinlr that they have 
heard the, Lteader of this House say "We are not 
masters in our own house." A t  any rate, I am glad 
that the Government is not so short-sighted as to pay 
mneh attention to thew speeches. Sir, if i t  is not 
possible for the Government in the not f a r  distant 
future to bring i11 a Bill for nationalisation, then I 
must respe,ctfully submit that i t  would be infinitely 
better to bring &out a workable compromise. I 
understand that these amendments will bring about 
a ~5:orkable compromise. If the Government knows 
that this is not so, let us know if i t  would not be 
possible after these amendments are made to thq 
bill for the electric company to get the money it 
ii?ei:s c11 the English mone;y market. I mould put  i t  
this way. There is no financial , economic or technical 
specialist among the four members of this govern- 
ment. I do not think the members of this Government 
will be annoyed if I say that they are ignorant of the 
financial implications or the technicalities of' a publio 
ntilit).. Like myself, they are ignorant, therefore, 
they must be advised. They need not take views 
from the conservative ele\ments or from the directors 
of the electric company. This government can get 
those views from t h ~  socialist reprqsentatives in 
E n ~ l a n d .  If this 'bill is not workablle, may I 
ask in your conservative opinion, is i t  not wisdom 
to hria,r in sometlling that is workable, so as to let 
this company develop ? I t  is of great importance that 
you brinc in such an amendment. 

I am supporting these amendments today. When 
the Public TTtilities Bill was brought in here I 
x~ent  most carefully into i t  and on the vrord of the 
Leader of the House, i t  was agreed, by members on 
both sides that the Bill was the answer to the question 
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anci was a comproniise. Hence, 1 hope, these anlend- 
inents will make it workable. l do not believe, in my 
life time, or possibly in the life, time of any niember 
of this House that we are going to see a Bill for 
the nationalisation of the electric company or any 
Public Utility company. Therefore I support thesr 
smendnients with the fullest sellse of 1113. responsi. 
bility ancl pride. L say pride because I ail1 iuinclfnl 
that the honourablc, senior member for St. AIichael 
has opposed me in political speeches xx-hen he said 
that if the Labour party came into po~vel., t h y  would 
nationalise the electric compaaj ~r i th in  six months. 
i t  is now six years since the, Labour party caine into 
bower and i t  is unable to nationalise, any Public. 
lrtility company. As 1 have raid, I do iiot think 
Ire will get nationalisation in our life time. I hope 
this Bill ~vill  be workable, aiid the electric cornpan> 
will be able to get the money it n7aiztb to extend 
its services. Without that, nothing can be done. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Although l was not a member 
of this Honourable Chamber In 1951 when this Pub- 
llc Utility Bill was passed and so far  did not take 
part in, the speeches made on it, 1 would say, if 1 
mere probably in here that the Bill was a rolte face 
from nationalisation or any socialist principle. I t  
is definitely a volte face from nationalisation. The 
facts as they appear to me are that it may have been 
possi'ble in 1951 for the Government to acquire the 
Electric Cbmpany, the contention at  that time being 
that if the Government bought it, i t  would be buying 
a virtual rubble heap. If the Government did not ac- 
quire it a t  that time, it cannot acquire i t  in the next 
10 or 15 years because looking at the last trading re- 
port of thak company, as far  as I can see, the com- 
 any's assets have risen upward. Certainly, the 
Electric Company has pu t  down during that period 
two or three generators and 1 am sure that the Gov- 
ernment financw are not in any better position today 
than i t  was then. Unless we strike oil in such coin- 
inercial quantities that our revenue van equal that of 
Quebec, I do not see it 'being able to take it over. As 
i t  appears to me, this company should iiot have 
been overwhelmed by any threat or fear that nation- 
alisation would come about. What ~ v o r r i ~ s  me inore 
is that there is a very dangerous c.lausc> in the Public 
IJtilities Bill-Clause 24--under which the conzpany 
clan exercise a lnissez-fdre allcl do nothing at all 1111- 
less they can foresee some economic reward for it. I n  
other words, you leave i t  to the better judgment of 
the company to say whether it is justifiable to carry 
out any new development. I think that statc of affairs 
is very perilous indeed. - - 

I sincerely hope, although i t  can be said that 
nationalisation was nerer attempted by this Govern- 
ment that for all practical purposes the Electric Coin- 
pany would take i t  that the threat ,of nationalisation 
has b ~ e n  removed and would do all in its power to 
laise the money which i t  needs for improving its ser- 
vices. I certainly hope that sooner or later a certain 
amount of development will take place so far as the 
Electric Company is concerned. A t  the time of the 
Coronation, that coinpany xvas able to supply elec- 
tricity to carry out all the illuminations that aetua!ly 
tool: place in the island. After the Coronation, every 
body thought that certain extensions ~ ~ o n l d  be car- 
ried ont. I t  is true that a certain number of con- 
snmem' licences have bee,n granted. I t  is hoped that 
bef'ore the natural gas wells run lolv that the, Elev- 
tric Cornpally mill be il; a position to supply c~!r- 
rent for industrial purposes. T sincerely hope that 
these amendments are agreeable to the representa- 
tives of the company ancl are what they agreed to 

s-hen they were he,re ou a visit a few weeks ago. I 
di, hope that this nlidx~ay position which has been 
created will enable the company to go ahead and 
that a. certain amount of developinents will tollow 

+ 
in xrhich the general public will stand to benefit. 

31r. 319PP: 1 beg to move that this Ilouse be 
Qr3n wdjuurned for three, quarters of a11 hour. 

31r. T A L ~ I A  secondetl the lnotioiz which was agreed 
to ancl 11~. Speaker accordingy, adjourne,d the House. 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. SPEAKER: When the House adjourned, 

the honourable senior member for St. Thomas moved 
the adjonrnment. 

Mr. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I really did not in- 
tend to say anything on this matter but what drew 
]tie to Iny feet were the renzarks of the honourablc- 
member \rho supported the Bill. The honourable 
senior member for the City remarked during a 
cross passage that this Bill ~rould  assist matters 
but as a comproinise i t  did not go far  enough and 
that Government should be inore liberal. Of course, 
he did not say to xvhom but he went on to say that  h 
Government should bring in  a further amendment. 
I t  is true, Sir, that he spoke more or less in parables 
and was only generalizing. Personally, 1 do not 
know what he was driving a t ;  but i t  really has 
surprised me that this compromise is not acceptable 
to the Electric Company. 

Dr. CUMMINS : On a point of order, Sir, I did 
not say that. It is just the other way. I said both 
sides agreed to the amendment. 

Mr. MAPP: I said that  was the inference made 
by the honourable senior member for the City. The 
inference was that the compromise did not go f a r  
enough and the position would remain the same way. 
The inference from his remarks was that  the com- 
pany was not satisfied with the compromise and 
tvould like Government to give a freer hand. I did 
not hear the speech of my colleague but his denial 
shows that there was some agreement on both sides. 
I t  leaves me in a dilemma because on the one side, 
we have people \\rho profess to know the views of 
the conlpany saying that the compromise does not 
go far  enough and on the other side, we have the d 
Gorernment saying that there is common agreement. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Is  the honourable member re- 
ferring to people? 

Mr. AIAPP: I said that we had honourable mem- 
bers aiid people who should know the views of the 
~canpany, or ~vho  Tirere expected to know, saying one 
' ing xvhile Government was saying another. 

In passing, I xvonld first like to say that I quite 
alize that the Government faced a serious problem 

" on1 the start. Reference was made to nationaliza- 
1i.m by soine honourable member and of this Bill 
being a flight from socialism, but while this House 
appreciates the fact that i t  is a back down from 
izatioizalization, honourable members should still ask 
themselves, if a Bill like this has been delayed for  
two years by the Queen-in-Council and reserved by 
the Colonial Office, what would have happened to a 
Bill of a more radical nature; let us  say one for the 4 
nationalizatioiz of the Electric Company ? Sir, I 
can well imagine what xvould be the fate of such a 
Bill. 

Sir, some honourable members talked about 
nationalization. I feel that they are not facing facts. 
As a Labour Party, I feel that  we should not depart 
too easily froin the principle of nationalization, but 
me must realise what is the position of the Govern- 
ment. At the saine time, I do not adhere to the talk 
about driving away capital because that capital 
which those honourable members are talking about 
is put up by people who do not care a t  all about 
the interest of the people in Barbados. I have no 
doubt xvhatsoever that if that company was not 4 
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capitalized by Ellglish people th: t this Bill would 
have already been enacted. The very fact that  i t  
is owned by English shareholders should make this 
House aware of the difficulties of taking any drastic 
measures. 

(A VOICE) : 1 do not agree with that state- 
ment. Take the B.U.O.C. 

Mr. MAPI': I do not think that  B.U.0.C. was 
in the same position. The blame was put squarely 
on the shoulders of B.U.O.C. I t  was not a question 
of nationalization a t  all. As I have said, 1 quite 
foresee the difficulties but I do not see why we 
should be distracted by the argument that the talk 
of nationalization drove away Capital and prevented 
the Electric Company from expanding. If every 
honourable member will remember, in the Chamber 
of ~ommerce ,  not one voice has spoken ill favour 

that every0ne has and 
criticised it. Not only in the Chamber of Commerce7 
bnt members nf t h r  Other Place have criticised that  
conlPanY and it No. l ;  there- 

*&, fore, even the of this there 
has been a constant cry that the Electric Company 
has not performed its functions properly and that 
the has hit hard the 
failures and that something should be done to bring 
that company to a realization of its failures. Let 
me say that it is no labour cry so far  as  acting 
against this Electric Company is concerned. It is 
no partisan cry;  all elements of the island that  have 
any with the economy of the island 
been telling Government over and over again that 
i t  must take strong action against that company. 
If the Government has had to turn off its course 
and to alter its decision, i t  has, I hope, done so in 
the interest of the people of this island. 

Sir, i t  would be a sorry thing if this House 
does not agree to this amendment. I t  lvolxld get us 
no further if we do not agree to amendment. 
It would mean further delay to the principal Bill 
which has already been delayed since 1951. 1 there- . 
fore cannot see wisdom in either postponing or not 
agreeing to these amendments tonight. T hope what 

$ the Government said over these amendments to the 
Bill is correct and not the honolxrable senior 
member for  the City said. I hope that these amend- 
ments will get us somewhere and the stalenlate will 
not be prolonged. I hope that the directors of this 
company in England will see that  the Barbados 
Government is willing to compromise although i t  
is fed up over the action or inaction of the company, 
and as a result, its temper is fast rising. Sir. f a r  
from asking for a further compromise, I think this 
company should realise that i t  has offended 11s and 
is still offending us. It is not doing what i t  should 
do. I t  is not carrying out its responsibilities to the 
~ u b l i c  of Barbados. Therefore its directors should 
attempt to act within the spirit of this Act and 
accept the decisions arrived a t  in the amendments 
set out in this Bill. . 

Mr. ThLillA: JIr. Speaker,--l would subscribe 
k to the view that the Govc~rnment is definitely deviat- 

lIlg to sollle extent fro111 its settled policy of aatioll- 
:llisation as mentioncc1 by certain hononrable Illeln- 
bers who have spoken prior to me. But althongh 
that may be the cafie, and although the ~ ~ v e r n l n e n t  

deviating fronl its policy of nationalisation. the 
amendment as proposed in this Bill can hp regarded 
2s being the closest step to nationalisation which is 
pl>ssiblr under the present circumsta~lces This 
?mending Bill is undoubtedly a matter of rxpedienry 
z3d has been sent don.11 as a case of comproniise. [ 

rcyard it as a conlpromise which should have tillrcil 
place illany months ago. 111 the interim. 1l1ali?- 

1 hundreds of  people have suffered as a resnlt of the 

unsettled poiicy where the Electric Company is con- 
cerned, and as a result of the threat of nationalisa- 
tion which cannot be implemented, but which illstilled 
fear in the minds of tlie English shareholders of the 
coinpally antj made them desist from putting more 
capital in the company for the evtensioii of the plant. 
The positioii is that the colony's electric service vrab 
at a stalemate and hundreds of people have stood to 
lose. 

As fur as the coi~suming public is concerned, 
however, this Rill does not give then1 any protection, 

nly view. 1 3 ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~  an expert as an assessor sitting 
oll a board alld giving his views. but v~ithout the 
right to vote, does not carry the consumillg public 
any further. So froin that point of view I d,o not con- 
sider that the  ill is the paper on whicll it js 

j t  does not give the any protection. 
The assessor will be an  expert; but the expert views 

he puts forward need not necessarily be accept- 
ed and implemented. still, sir,  if this amending  ill 
*ill cause the English shareholders to have greater 
collfidellce that there is no threat of nationalisatiorl 

the corner o,T7ing to the Qo.c.ermcnt's lack 
of funds, or owing to the faet that it is dificult fur 
the Government to raise a loan on the English market 
as has been mentioned by the Leader of the House, 
it will still be good the point of view of the 
English shareholders that this Bill should be passed 
to satisfy them that the Government is acting above 
board and that bona fides can be placed on the agree- 
ment whieh has been signed in this re'spect. 

I do not care, Sir, to go into the little details 
which have been thoroughly explained by the hen- 
ourable Deputy Leader. But the fact remains that if 
these assessors are appointed, one to represent the 
consumers, and they do not have the right to vote, 
lnerely the right adx7ise, it is not good 
B L I ~  i t  is as much 'as the company or the English 
~ha"holders would agree to. 1 repeat, sir, that if the 
passing of this Bill will cause the English sharehold- 
ers to believe that they have scored a victory over 
the I~abour Party, and that the P ' a ~ y  are desistil~g 
from their threat to nationalise the company, if they 
believe that they have scored thic victory-and i t  
appears to me that they have-the~ will no doubt set 
about to improve their plant, realising that for  
another 25 or 50 years they will have the monopoly 
they now have. They will extend their service to the 
community, and that is what we want. So we hope 
that they will satisfy the needs of the community to 
some extent, despite the high prices which they 
charge. 

1 speak non- on 1 1 1 ~  o\vn behalf. Knowing that 
the Electric Cornpally is a private concern, I have 
l.(Lvrl* (luring 111~ elec.tjoneerinli promised the people 
to pir(, thenl c'lcc.tric light oversight. The company 
is a priyate Lllldcrtakill~z over ~vhich the Gorern~l~ent  
has c,olltrol; ancl ill the> absellce of being dble to 
h o r r o ~ v  a very large amonnt of money, or diverting 

stlrnr frolll other purposes which are Illore 
nrg.ent, I do not see how Goverllment could national- 
ise the Electric Conlpallv overnight. 1 happy to 
see that the Government has been discreet enough 

bolv 011 this occasion and accept something \\~hich 
is acceptable mainly to the shareholders of the com- 
pany, bevause some benefit will still be derived for 
the taxpayers alld the c,orrtmunity as a whole. I 
sollllllend the Govrrnlllel1t for accepting the inevita- 
ble for the time being in the abwnce of being able I,, 
float a, 1arr.e loan on the Enr~lish market; because it 
lullst be rcnlenlbered that the shareholders of the 
Electric. Co~npaiiy are tile sanin capitalists whom you 
lnav have to approach t o  borrox~ mollev to ~latiollalise 
the compan~-. Tt wonlcl be a very a u - h a r d  position 





when a Bill of this nature comes before the Legisln- 
tu re  \\re should be told that it is one oi  the Bills which 
should be passed but that  it will not he asscilleu to  
because there is some objection. 1 m11 saying that, be- 
csuse this Bill was not rushed through the L .gl,~la- 
ture. At  least i t  n a s  not rushed through the Otner 
Place. I t  took eonsiclerable time. I t  n a s  a t  that stage 
that coinpallies like the Electric Co~ilpany arid the 
Telephoile Company or any body of p3r~oi1s should 
have sent in to the ~ e g i s l a t u r e  their cbj-ctions to the 
Bill and the grounds of their ob je r t io~s .  It sv lns  to 
me that a company like the Electric C'onlpany, nlerely 
because i t  is a n  English coinpally van have seine in- 
fluence on the signing of legislatioii in this tololly by  
Her  ~Ia jes ty ' s  representative. That strikes me as be- 
ilig a very peculiar state of afYair1. I c10 agree nith 
the honourable jnnior ineinber for  St.  Tilornas that 
there was sollie slight talk about nationalisation a t  
tbc time. 

Dr.  CUJISIIKS: Slr. Speaker,- I will t ry  to 
-, reply to soiile of the points nlade by hunonrable inc~m- 

Lers. As f a r  as  nationalisation is ~oncerned,  most 
nienlbers seein to feel that nationalisatioii is dead. 
That is their opinion. The L a b o ~ ~ r  P a r t 1  has said that 
for  tactical reasons nationalisatioii is shelved. The 
Labour Par ty  believes in iiatiol~alisatio~l to-day just as 
much as when the Par ty  came into existence. But,  
sir, i t  is a good general \-<h0 Bno\~-s \\-hen to  retreat. 
A good retreat is a good stroke for victory. The Lab- 
our  Par ty  believes in  nationalisation as much to-day 
as i t  ever did. 

I distinctly said in  iny opening reinarks that 
these amendments were agreed to by both parties. 
There were inore than one set of cliscursions between 
the company's representative, the honowable s.nior 
member for St. Joseph, the Hon'ble H. A. Cuke and 
the Secretary of bta te  for the Colonies. As a result 
c!. those talks the collipany have agreecl to these! 
iimendments. The conipany said ever since a t  the be 
ginning of this business that they could llot raise capi 
ta l  in  England because of the operation of Section 

4 .  cf the original Bill. They said that because of dec- 4 
tion 3 the English shareholders mould be unwilling 
to  pu t  money into the company for expansion. If we 
amend Section 3' I take it that the company ~vould be 
in a position to raise capital, and if they do that, they 
will be able to  expand. Not only that,  but also as 
~ e g a r d s  Section 24 of the Act. Because when the Act 
is in  operation, tha t  section gives power to the Board 
to call on any Public Utility Company to expand. 
Therefore i t  is not a question that after n e  pass these 
amendments a company can still si t  and do nothing 
We mill have a wide awake Board which will call on 
the company t o  expand i n  any  direction that  seems 
reasonable. (A MEMBER,: I n  St.  Andrem too ?)  A n  
honourable member on my left asks if i11 St.  Andrew 
too. Surely the company can be called upon to extend 
its service in  St. Andrew. 

A The honourable junior member for  St .  George 
made a very good speech. bu t  he spoiled it. He said 
that the expert assessors could only give advice, but  

C they could not vote, and he expressed the vielT that 
they should be given the vote. We think differently. 
and so does our legal gd~yiser, the Attorney General; 
and the colnpanies themselves are  satisfied with that. 
The  assessors will be  there in  a techllical capacity to 
advise the Board. When i t  comes to the remarks o f  
the  honourable jiinior meniber for the City abollt 
these reserve powers the honourable nlember should 
know-he is quite conversant r i t h  the constiti~tion- 
tha t  the Goverilor harp has a richt tr, rafer t o  the  
Cnloiiial Office anr7 Rill 7vhic.h be thinkc: he shollld 

J refer. The Secretary of %att for tha Colonies has  

L.ie right to refer any Bill he thinlis h,: should refer 
io r  ilc'r 3lajcst) 's assent. That has ever been so. 'l'hls 
5111 \\as a c l .~+~st~on between the Qoveriii~leiit and pub- 
1,a of Barbados and t h e  shareholders of the company 
:.iho are in England. Naturally, if they think their 
iiiterc.sts are being threatened the  E n g l ~ s h  sharehold- 
ers ;vill appeal strongly to the Colonial Ofice to pro- 
tect thein. The Secretary of State for the Colonies 
has talirn a hand in  the matter since! J u l y  14th, 1952; 
or probably earlier than that. There were consulta- 
tions between the Colonial Office and  the Barbados 
Government. I t  subsequently happened that  the hon- 
ourable senior meinber fo r  St.  Joseph and honourable 
Mr. Cuke mere in  England and they met around the 
trble ailcl eanle to certain agreements. 

1 am not at  all apprehens i~~e  that  when this Bill 
is passed i t  will not improve the situation. As a mat- 
t~ of fact the company itself has given these amend- 
ments its blessing. I an1 not apprehensive that  this 
Bill will not redound t o  the very good benefit of Bar- 
bados and the consumers of electricity, and  that the 
service of the company rv;II not be expanded through- 
out the island. 

The qnestion that  the Rill be read a second time 
i t as  put  and agreed to without division. 

C r .  CITSI3IISS : Mr. Speaker,- The Chaii?nan 
of Committees is absent. I move that the honourajle 
senior membrr for St. Thomas be Chairman of C ~ I -  
mittees Ew :he re2t of the day 'S sitting. 

Mr. Cos seconded. 
The clurstion was pu t  ancl agreed to  without 

division. 
011 the inotion of Dr.  C ~ J I ~ I I K S  seconded by 

Mr. Cox Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House 
r e n t  into Conlmittee on the Bill, Mr. RIAPP in  the 
Chair. 

Clause 1 of the Bill was called and agreed to. 
Clause 2 was called. It reads as  follows :- 
2. The Public Utilities Act, 1951, (hereinafter 

referred to  as "the principal Act") is hereby 
amended by adding the following section iininediately 
after section three thereof :- 

"311. ( l)  There shall be constitutect, a panel 
(hereinafter referred to a s  "the public utilities 
panel") consisting of not inore than six persons 
to be nominated b y  the Governor after consult- 
ation with such public utilities a s  he shall see 
fit. 

(2) Whenever for  the purposes of any 
particular complaint, hearing or other proceed- 
ing of the Board, the Board either up011 
application by any of the parties or othcr\vise 
so requests, or the Governor thinks i t  expedient, 
there shall be added to the Board two assessors 
nominated by  the Governor, one selected froin 
the public utilities panel and  the other selected 
to  represent the users of the Public. Utility 
concerned. I n  selecting such assessors. regard 
shall be had to the particular class of case or 
proceediilg to be heard so that, a s  nearly as  the 
circumstances may perillit, the persons selected 
as assessors shall be conversaizt with and have 
knowledge of the technicalities that may arist. 
in  considering snch particular complaint, hear- 
ing or other proc~eding. 

(3)  Any assessor so appointed shall, for  
the purposes of such complaint, hearing or other 
proceeding in respect of which he may be so 
appointed, and subjecat to the provisioiiq of this 
Act and of any regulations made there~xnder, 
exercise a11 the powers a n d  fnnctions of a 
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member of the Board except that the decision 
of the Board shall be the decision of the Illem- 
bers only excluding any such assessor, or of ;L 

nlajority of such i~iembe~s, as the case may be." 
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, - I ~ o u l d  like 

to enyuirf if the Governinent decided to have a 
permallent panel. If a particular question arises 
it seems to ine that the Govern~i~ent should appoint 
those persons who know something about the yneb 
tion. But i t  seems to ~r;e that you are creating a 
permanent panel. Perhaps I an1 -vvrong. 

Dr. CUhISfINS: I t  seemed advisable to  the 
Government that there rshould be always a panel on 
band. But whenever a dispute arises, the tvro 
assessors will be appointed. That strikes me as br-  
ing a better system than to have a haphazard panel 
appointed every time there is a dispute, there be- 
ing the possibility that you may not be able to put 
your hand haphazardly on the people of the 
necessary calibre. 

Mr. UEIWIS: I made the point because in 
Clause 2 (2)  of this amending Bill it says that 
whenever any particular question arises the assessors 
should be appointed in  such a way that as nearly 
as circumstances permit, the persons selected as 
assessors shall be conversant with and have knowl- 
edge of the technicalities that maJ- arise in consid. 
ering such particular complaint, etc. You have a 
restriction on the number of the panel, and it may 
just happen that outside of that panel you may 
have the most knowledgeable person in the island 
at  the time. 

Clause 2 was agreed to without division. 
Clauses 3 to 8 inchlsi~e were called and agreed 

to. 
011 the motion of Dr. C 'unr~rss  seco~lcietl by 

Mr. Cox Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the 
Bill in Committee, and Mr. SPEAKER resumed the 
Chair and reported accordingly. 

On separate motioi~s of Dr. CUMMINS seconded b j  
l\lr. Cox the Bill was read a third time and passed 
and the title was called and agreed to. 

Dr. CTTMMINS : Mr. Speaker.--That is the end 
of Government Business for today. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS. 

Mr. TAIbMA: Mr Speaker,-I am asking leavl. 
that Order No. 22 standing in mx name be taken 
as the next Order of the Day. 

There being no objection leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

On the Order being called for Mr. TALXA to 
move the secoud reading of the Bill to amend the 
Solicitors' Act, 2896 : 

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Speaker,-The object of this 
Bill is to regularise the Solicitors' Act of 1896 
which is entirely out of line with similar Acts in 
all the other colonies of the Caribbean, and even 
the English Solicitors' Act. I11 the local Act the 
intention of the Government of that day was to 
assist solicitors' clerks and to subsidise the fees 
paid for their extuninations. There was a time 
limit of nine years imposed, during which time 
the clerk was expected to pass his final examina- 
tion, as such examinations x-erp a burden on the 
Treasury. The object of this Bill we are now dis- 
cussing is to allow the clerk a t  his own expense 
even after the expiration of nine years, to offer 
himself as a candiidate for any subsequent examina- 
tion, it being no charge on the Treasury. That 
5s the practice in all the other islands of the 
Caribbean, and in England, and i t  is the recognised 
practice in all recognised ~uziversities. Tf one goes 
to Inns of Court and takes 10 or 15 pears to pass 

the h a 1  examination. i t  is all right. There is no 
tinle limit. You can go on atteinpting it until you 
die. 

l11 the past if a local clerk was not successful 
in passing the preliminary exainination in a period 
of nine years he could apply for, ancl would be 
granted pernlissioll to sit it the next year. So too 
in the case of the intermediate exa~niiiation the 
Chief Justice could issue a dispensation by which 
leave to sit again the next year was granted. But 
in the case of the final examination there was no 
ciuestion of a dispensatioi~ by the Chief Justice. 
The clerk would have to apply to the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee which ~vould grant an  exten- 
sion of a year or two as they thought fit. Examina- 
tion fees continued to be a charge on the Treasury. 
According to the provisions of this amending Bill 
the examination fees will not be a charge on the 
Treasury. The clerk will sit the examination at  his 
own expense. 

I see no reason why honourable members should 
not attempt to bring the local Solicitors' Act into 
line with the English practice. There is no question 
of creating any charge on the Treasury, and I 
would ro~ulsel honourable members in the interest 
of future articled clerks, who probably through 
illness or for some other justifiable reason have 
not been successful in passing their final examina- 
tion within the specified period of nine years, to 
lend their support to this Bill which will do a 
great deal of good and remedy a situation which 
haq long been in  need of review. 

Mr. BEANCKER: Mr. Chairman,- I beg to 
second the inotion of the honourable senior member 
for Christ Church. I think that the honourable 
lneinber has put the case very fully for  the passing 
of the second reading of the Bill. As a matter of 
fact there is hardly an examination in the world 
in ~rh ich  one is not allowed to sit the final, or anv 
other examination until one is ~uccessful. Bs f a r  as  
the Bar Final is concerned one may sit as many 
times as is necessary in order to get through. Every 
legal practitioner knows cases -of people who have 
sat a half dozen or perhaps a dozen times, and 
eventually those people who have sat the examina- 
tion so many times have turned out to be sounder 
than some of those who got through at  the first 
attempt. 

This amending Bill will apply not merely to 
one or two persons, but to quite a number of p e o p l ~  
who fior various reasons have not got through their 
final examination and who are prepared to bear the 
expenses of their own examinations. There is this 
other aspect of the matter that the Solicitors7 Pro- 
fession is undoubtedly one of the most lucratix-2 
professions in t h ~  island. if not in  the entire Car 
ihbcan. I t  is a matter of common knowledge that 
there is no solicitor in Barbados working for 1 ~ s ~ .  
than 51,500 a pear. Some of them e~-en work for 
more. Tn order to acquire this lucrative profession 
it is reasonable that the expenses should be borne oy 
the candidate. Jf it were a profession from ~vhich 
there was little benefit to be derived, the expenses 
could be regarded as being extremely heavy. But 
thr profession is se~oncl to none in the remuneration 
which it affords. 

Sonic. of the practising solicitors would like to 
nlalre the profession a closed shop as in the case 
of \nl.Treyor; hut T helic3.i.e that the majority of thern 
(10 i~ot  caharpe the parents of c.lel.liq any fees for the 
]:prior1 of clerkyhip. This am~ndinp Kill iq for the 
bcnefit of thv clt.1-k who is villinp to pay his o v n  
c:,n~uination f c ~ s  in thc ~ircnmstanees stated. TO 
nc c:;:irc thiy profcqsion is :hi. open sesalne to a hcnlthT- 



incorn:,, srcurity, a ilome, a bank account, insurance 
policies etc. 

In  secoiiding the rnotioiz 1 commend this Bill to 
11uiioura'~le nlen~be~s.  I t  will remove a hardship 
which has existed im the past, and it will also put 
an end to the trouble which Le~islatares in ;he past 
hme  had i11 dealing with p r i ~ c t e  Bills. There \\.as a 
private Bill passed for i\Ir. G~orge  SidneT- I!av liins. 
Jlp did not sit the esanlination ancl \~-onld havb had 
tc, get another Bill bronpht t d  the lJegisli~tnrt. if he 
11dd the temerity to do so. This Bill will deal with 
s . ~ h  future eases. I thiiili it is a perfectly reasonable 
Bill and it sliol~ld Izave easy passage throngl~ thc 
IIouse. 

Mr. WILL13XS : J l r .  Speaker, - I arn in 
agreement with the principle of this Bill, However, 
I wlll say that 1 have tried to get the views of t h ~  
nlore liberal members of the Solicitor's Professio~i. 
and they all see the point that 1 all1 going to make 
now. Section 2 of the Bill under discussion contains 

' this proviso: "Provided that the limitation as to 
time in thiq Clause shall not operate in casp the 
articled clerk is willing and ready to pay all the 
fees and incidental expeilses incurred by such 
i xamination. " 

I would like to find out if this provison i a  
from the inception, and then two years for the 
intermediate, and then 18 months for the final, 
ilnd in case the clerk cannot take the final exalniaa- 
tion, not more than five years from the passing of 
the intermediate - not more than nine years al- 
together. I would like to know if that is meant, 
or whether i t  is intended that the clerk should d:, 
his articles, get his subsidy for the five years and 
then go through. 

I would also like to advise the people in that 
profession that the profession is of a very high 
standar4, and this shonld not be used as any half 
\Tay house for a, chap to get through his examinations. 

JIr. LEMTIS: Mr. Speaker,- I uiiderstanll the 
I. reason for this Rill. 1 have 'been in this IIouse at  a 

time when special Bills hacl to be passed to enable 
a -man to take this examination if he had failcd it 
after five years. But, sir. 1 ail1 hoping that the hon- 
ourable introducer of this Bill ~rould in the rl~ran- 
lime just look up  the original Bill, so that ~ h ~ n  we 
get into Committee he may be prepared for anything 
that may come. 

Clause 3 of this Bill sags that "this Act shdl  be 
deemed to have come into operation as from the date 
of the passing of the Solicitors' Act, 1896." 1 d i ~  not 
know that we can say "from the date of the passing". 
I t  would, I think, be better to say "from the date of 
the coming into operation", wen though i t  may ap- 
pear peculiar t o  use the words "coming into opera- 
tion" twice in  the same sentence. I t  would hare to be 

L t.ffective from the date of the coming into oper d t' IOU 

) of the Solicitors' Act, not the date of the passing. A 
Bill is passed by t k o  Houses of the Legislature, and 
seldom on the same date. The pro~iso  in Clause 2 of 

L this Bill says, "provided that the liinitatioii ah to time 
in this Clause etc." (meaning Section 21 of the 
original Act). But there a re  two different tiilies nien- 
tioned in Section 21. I am giving the honourable 
a chance to go through it carefully and to consider 
w heth her the clause should not be amended so as to 
illdicate that the time you mean is not 18 nlonths, but 
nine years. I thinlr that the honourable senior Itlein- 
be~r for St. Lucy who seconded the ~iiotion for. the 
second rcading of the Bill should be able to assist 
x.ith that. I make that suggestion because I dc not 

.i like to see legislation being put in order other thav 

by this Chamber. Consideration of the Bill could even 
're delayed for a week so as to put  i t  into proper order. 

The next point that strikes me is this: I s  there 
it) the Act or in regulations any provision whereby 
ol:ly the Government call pay the fees in the circum- 
stances stated? We are saying here, "provided the 
clerk is willing and ready to pay the fees." But there 
lrlay be something iin the Act which says that only 
the Covewnment can pay the fees. There may be an- 
other section that needs to be anlended too. 

-11s. TllLJlA: 1 do not think that there is iiluch 
i;c-ccssity to reply. 

Mr. 3TAPP: Mr. Speaker,- I beg to move that 
further consideration of the Bill bp postponed. 

Dr. C'UMMINS seconclled. 
Question that further consideration of the Bill 

be postponed was put and resol~ed in the negative 
011 a clirision as follo~~rs :- 

dyes : Mr. MAPP, Dr. CUIIMINS aind Mr. VAUGI-IAN. 
-- ( 3 ) .  

AITues : Nr.  J I I L L ~ ,  Mr. LEWIS, Mr. BARROW. Mr. 
TAI,I\CA, R2r. HOLDER, ?&lr. COX, Mr. WILLIAMS, Mr. 
ALI~DER and i l r .  BRANCKER.-(9). 

Question that the Bill 'be lead a second time was 
put and agreed to without division. 

011 the motion of Mr. TALMA seconded by XIr. 
ERANCKER, Mi-. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House 
~reiit  into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITII in the 
Chair. 

Clause 1 was called and agreed to. 
Clause 2 1~~a;s called. I t  reads as follows :- 
2. Section twenty-one of the Solicitors' Act, 

1896 is hereby amended by adding a t  the end thereof 
the following proviso : 

"Provided that the limitation as to time in this 
Cla~lse shall not operate in case the articled clerk 
is willing and ready to pay all the fees and, inci- 
dental expenses incurred by such examination." 
Mr. TALtBIA: Mr. Chairman,- As a result of 

the suggestion made by the honourable junior mem- 
t'er for the City 1 an1 asking leave to amend Clat~sk 2. 
The ainendnlent is that after the word "to " occu~ ring 
111 the first line of the proviso to Clause 2, the word 
"tilne" be deleted and the words "the period of nine 
years" substituted therefor. That will clear up  the 
thing. It will make it clear that the time meant is the 
period of nine years and not the period of 18 months. 
llTith the amendment I have asked leave to make I do 
not see any ambiguity in the clause. Honourable mem- 
I~ r r s  are presuming that I do not know what I am do- 
ing. I beg to inove that this be Clause 2 as amended. 

Mr. NILLER1 : Mr. Chairman,- I do not know 
why the honourable meniber did not allow me to 
handle the Bill. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The honourable member ir. not 
speaking on Clause 2. 

Nr. MILLER: I only wanted to say that when I 
asked the honourable member to let me help him with 
the Bill he said that i t  was not a question of engin- 
eering. 

Mr. LETITIS: I do not see the need for any eni- 
Ea~.rassnieiit. IIonourable mem'bers are only tryicg to 
1)e helpful. The honourable senior member for Christ 
Church has looked up the Act and he has ac- 
cepted the suggestion which I made. I am asking him 
further whether there are any means by which an  
Rrticled clerk can pay his own fees. I see the honour- 
dble seiiior member for St. Lucy looking LIP his law. 
Tf it is  laid dowi~ in the Act that the Government, has 
to pay the fees up  to a limited time is i t  possible 
now to nlake the provision that the articled cler?< can 
pay his own fees? I t  seems to me that if you say 



that  tllr clerlr is to pay his own fee you s,vill ha\-e to 
taKe out that part  or the Act which saps that the 
Goveri~llient is to pay it. B u t  if the honourable u r n -  
ber is sure oil that point I am willing to accept his 
viord. 

illr. T11L31~1: The answer to that is sii~lplc. Be 
Lweeii one and nine jears  the articled clerli payc t ~ v o  
guinea\. The ( f o v e r n m e ~ ~ t  subsidises hiin by pflyiizg 
the dift'ereiice. 

Mr. BIiAKCKElZ : Section 7 (9) of the Solic.itorsl 
Act, 1896, says :- 

" ( 9 )  Xo candidate shall be required to pay a 
weater fee than two gaineas for the exaiizina- 
b. 
tl01l. l' 
Mr.. JJE\!'~S: i f  i t  i s  that the clerk should not 

pay morr than two guineas and  the examination costs 
inore than two guineas how will he do i t ?  If a n  arti- 
cled clcrlr who is by this section denied ail oppo~lun-  
i ty  to sit thc exa~riiilation a t  all, wants to do it, and 
the cost for 11j1n is Illore than two guinpas, and an  
other part  of the Act says that on no account must 
I,e pay morc than two guineas how will he do i t ?  

Mr. BAI'IIlOW: I t  is true that the hoilou~able 
~ i i i o r  inember for Christ Church did not express him- 
wlf \.er. clearly at  first. But  I think that this criffi- 
culty can be pot around simply by the honourable 
senior nieiiiber for Christ Church inserting a t  thc be- 
ginning of Section 2 the words "notn~ithstaiiding 
enythiiil,. to  t h ~  rontrary contained - in  a n y  other part  
of this Act ". 

AIr. TLIT,AIil : 1 accept that amendment. 
Mr. L E W I S :  I would like to make a further 

sinenilnic~~it, that after the figures " 1896 " occui-ring 
in  line 1 of Section 2 there be inserted the words 
"hereinafter referred to  as  the principal Act." Then 
a t  thr  rwl  of the proviso i t  would be i n  order t3  i11- 
sert thv words "notwithstanding etc". 

Alr. TALMA: 1 accept that amendment. 
The question that  the clause as amended stand 

par t  was pu t  and  resolved in  the affirmative on s 
division as follows :- 

Ayes: Mr. SPEAKER, Mr. ~TILLER, Mr. LEWIS, 
Mr. BARROW, Blr. TALMA, Mr. HOLDER, Dr. CUMXINS, 
Mr. Cos. f r .  A I R ,  Mr. WILLIAMS and Mr. 
BRAKCKI':R. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg leave to amend this last 
claasc~ to read as follows: "This Act shall be deemed 
as  colililig into operation as  frorr, the  date  of the  
principal Act. " 

On motion of Blr. TALMA, seconded by Mr. 
BRANCKER, the C H ~ I R ~ I A N  reported the passing of thr 
Bill in  Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and  reported 
accordingly. 

On separate motions of Mr. TALMA, secondkd bp 
Mr. BRANCKER i n  each case, the Bill was read a third 
time and. passed. 

LEAVE T O  T A K E  ORDER NO. 19 O F  PRIVATE 
JIEi\lBEIRS' EUSIKESS 

911.. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I ask leave that 
order No. 19 of Private Menlbers' Business be taken 
~ L S  the next Order of the Day. 

Nr. COX:  I beg to move thet this House do 
EOTV aadjonrn until Tuesday, 8th December, 1953, a t  
3 o'cloclr p.m. 

J f r .  ~P~I I I J I~ER~:  1 beg to second that. 
Nr. 1,EWIS:  1 understand that the Bill which 

the hononrahlc senior ineillber for St.  Qeorge wants 
to deal with is one of emergency. I t  is asking for 
authority to raise a loan to carry out extellsire re- 
pairs to parochial buildings. As I understand it, 
the  residence of the Parochial lIedical Officer has 

got into such a state of disrepair that i t  is untenablv 
and as a result, there is no place for  the new P.hI.0. 
that has been appointed to live and  talre u p  his 
duties. Inasilluch as the  adjournment will be f o r  
three weeks,--until the 8th  Deceniber next - there 
will be considerable delay in  dealing with this mat- 
ter. I am therefore asking that  this Bill be considered 
tonight. If i t  is not done tonight, i t  might not be 
possible to deal with i t  before the Christmas recess 
and the Bill ~vould have to be re-introduced in  1954. 

Mr. ALLDER:  Why can't that be done; what is 
wrong with tha t  ? 

Mr. L E W I S :  The honourable member is ter- 
ribly ignorant of the  facts. If not, he could not ask 
us "why can't that  be done." 

Mr. TALMA: Before you p u t  the question, Mr. 
Speaker, I am making a special appeal to  honourable 
members to stay on to  consider this matter in view 
of the fact that the  greater par t  of the afternoon 
was devoted to questions of public importance. In 
t ruth  and fact, the matters which we dealt with a t  
commencement of the  meeting toolr u p  very much 
time. A s  I understand, this is a matter of urgency. 
I t  is to enable the Vestry of St.  George to go ahead 
2nd get a loan to repair the  Parochial Medical Offic- 
er's residence. It is impossible for  the doctor to at- 
tend to the poor of the parish or to give them medi- 
cal aid without an  office. This is no trivial matter, 
therefore I counsel honourable members to stay and 
give consideration to it. 

Mr. S P E A K E R :  As honourable members a r e  
aware, the motion for  the adjournment takecs, pre- 
cedence. As a matter of fact, there is no other motion 
kefore the House. The question of leave cannot take 
precedence. 

The question tha t  this House do now 
adjourn until  Tuesday, 8th December, 1953, a t  3 
o'clock in the afternoon was then p u t  and resolved 
in  the negative, the House1 dividing as  follows:- 

Ayes : Mr. MILLER 31r. M ~ P P ,  Mr. HOLDER, Mr. 
Cox and AIr. ALLDER.-.5. 

Noes: Mr. LEWIS, Mr. BARROW, 311-. TALMA, Dr. 
CU~~XMINS, Mr. WIL~~IAMS and Mr. BRAP;CKER.-6. 

Mr. BARROW: Sir, I am going to ask for  a r e  
count. 

Mr. S P E A K E R :  The honourable member is 
~ s k i n g  for a recount. Do 1 understand him correctly? 
Does the honourable member know the count? F ive  
honourable members have roted "aye" and six hon- 
ourable members voted "KO" e , Does the honourable 
member still want a recount? 

Mr. BARROW: I was of the opinion that  some 
honourable Gembers misunderstood the question. 

Mr. S P E A K E R  : The questioiz has been tfiecided 
in  the negative, five honourable members having vot- 
ed "aye" and six honourable members having voted 
"no7'. I now declare the "Noes" have it. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I ask leave tha t  
Order No. 19 be taken as  the next Order of the Day. 

'There being no objection, 1ea.t.e was granted the 
Eonourable member. 

T I I E  ST. GEORGE'S VESTRY £6,000 
LOAN BILL 

Jlr. BAIIZROIJ7: Thiq Bill. llr. Speaker, seeks 
to authorise the Vestry of the parish of St. Georga 
to raise a loan of S6.00'01 to carry out extensive re- 
pairs to T'arochial GnilcJings ant1 to erect a Commu- 
nal Bath and Latrine for the nse of the  parishioners. 
As hono~~rab le  members vi l l  see, the Petition which 
accompanied this Bill sets out in frill the purpose of 
this loan, but  to avoid any  misuiicl~~rstandii~g, I will 
ctzte a t  oncc that iny colleague nnil 1 certainly feel 
that tlic. fmlds for the bnilclino of the latrine can 



be acc,uired f r m i  bcnle other source later ancl perhaps 
that it call be built at bnia1lt.r fxpc.n\e thali v,as estnn 
ated. Other\vise, this Bill is a matter of urgei1c.S. Tht 
fornler holder of the ofice of P.Ji.0. of that paris1 
left some months ago and the ne\tly appointed office] 
to that post is expected to assunie cluta- 011 the Is1 
December. Already, there has been a hiatus in thc 
holding of the office since the foriner P.JI.0. left fol 
the United Iiingdoin and since the present holder 
has been appointed. Thii 11a\ beell c r l u . ~ ~  cl  ai~aiii- 
ly through the I'.?ll.O 'S. resitlence 1: anting esten- 
sive repairs. 

Sir, before I say anything further, I want hon. 
ourable members to know that I have visited this 

-c parochial building and was told that a considerable 
amount of inoiiey would be needed to put i t  in a 
proper state of repair, although since i t  was purchas- 
ed there have been extensive repairs to it. I t  is 
necessary that this further sun1 be spent in order to 
put  the building in first-class conclition and that the 
taxpayers be not put to a disadvantage. Bnttals, the 

h name of the P.M.O.'$ residence, is an enormous place 
and tjie members of the Building Committee of that 
parish have assured me that they are going to see to 
i t  that the barbaric conditions of the past whereby 
parishioners had to sit outside the builuljng in a little 
shed with a rotten floor while awaiting medical at- 
tention, and then to walk a journey across the yard 
to get to  the surgery of the doctor would not be ob- 
tained any more. Engineers have sabniitted plans for 
the renovation of that building arranging i t  to  serve 
both as a residence for the doctor and to house tha 
visiting room for patients and his office and surgery. 
The plans are open for inspqction to any honourable 
member who may be desirous of seeing them. This 
building is large enough to provide all that accom- 
modation, i t  being almost as spacious as  Government 
House. I t  therefore can accommodate the waiting 
room, office and surgery for the Parochial Nedical 
officer without any discomfort in his residential 
quarters. 

Sir, let me repeat that before I undertook to 
i ring this Bill in this House and since that date, I 
paid visits to the premises and I am satisfied that 
any money spent on i t  in accordance with the plans 
will be spent to good advantage but in order to &- 
rive the most benefits from that money, it cannot be 
cpent too quickly because the longer the repairs a rp  
delayed, the worse will the building deteriorate. 
At  present, the plaster to the ceiling of the roof has 
fallen off and the whole place is untenable. The Tes 
t ry has conlpletely exhausted the funds which werz 
available for the carrying out of repairs to parochial 
buildings this year. 

Mr. Speaker, -1 consider it my duty as one of 
the representatives of St. George, to bring anything 
in this House which ~rould b(1 bcnc~fiei;ll to my con- 
stituents. There is no veason why this IIonse should 
not support a Bill of this nature. The vestry of the 
parish of St. George is not asking this House for any 

I money; i t  is asking this House for permission to 
~ a i s e  a loan. There is plenty of precedent for the 
passinc of this Bill. 0 1 1  the 12th October last the 
honourable junior member for St. Joseph introduced 
a Bill similar to this for the loan of a sum of $9,600 
for  the Vestry of the parish of St. Joseph to carry 
out repairs-$7,200 to be spent on the roof of the 
Rectory. That motion was seconded by the Leader of 
the House who is the senior member for that parish 
and it was carried. I was very glad when that Ril! 
was ~ a s s e d  because the St. Joseph Vestry will be able 
to nroceed with the r e ~ a j r s  to the roof of the Rectory 
and to the organ of the Parish Church. The honour- 
able junior member for St. James brought in a sim- 

f' 

dai. Bill for the Vestry of the parish of St. Jalues 
on that same date and though there was a stormy 
debate on the issue, the Bill successfully passed thls 
ChaniLer. 1 therefore consider that Lhere, is nothing 
unusual in this Bill. As is very well known, the Ves- 
try of St. Ueorge is known for its carefulness about 
syending public monies. I therefore beg to move 

1 that this Bill be now read a second time. 
Mr. LEXTIS: I beg to second that. 
JIr. JIILLER: Mr. Speaker, Allow me to say a 

~vorcl or two on this afYair. I need not second the 
motion to speak on it. The honourable senior member 
for St. George, my colleague, misquoted me and said 
a 1:t of things that really were not the truth. He 
began at first by saying that I agreed with him 
over a matter for which part of this loan is to serve. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The 'honourable member must 
not make personal references. The honourable mem- 
ber cannot say that another honourable member is 
not telling the truth. 

Mr. JIILLER: Sir, if it is incorrect, I withdraiv 
that statement. What I would like to say is that 
we should not give the Vestry authority to raise thab 
amount of nioney to spend on repairs to that build- 
ing. A4cc.o~-ding to the Bill, this loan of $6,0100 js 
to be repaid in twelve years and that means that 
should the Alande Bill become law in a short time, 
this Government will be bound to shoulder the debt 
and I feel that inasmuch as that  is so, the repairs 
to that building can be done by the Public Works 
Department, or can await until that time when the 
Public* \ITorkv Department can carry out the repair?. 

(I t  \\-as observed that there was no quorum and 
Mr. Spcaker directed the Bell to be rung. A quorum 
having bee11 obtained Mr. Miller continued to speak). 

V7\\rhat 1 U-ould also like to say is that the insertion 
of the erecting of a Communal Bath and Latrine in  
the Bill was inerelp done to eyewash the money 
to be spent on the repairs to the residence of the 
P.M.O. Sir, if you had to take down that building 
and rebuild it, i t  would not cost 334,500. What IS 
nliserablr about this whole affair is that there is oniy 
a prbrl~irse for the erection of the Comniunal Bath and 
Latrine. There is only a promise that that building 
will be erected and you have 'no means of enforcing 
them to carry out that promise. Sir, imagine the 
Building Committee of that parish wants all this 
money to repair Buttals and in order to get i t  they 
ask the honourable senior member for the parish t~ 
inspect the building. The honourable member was, 
persuaded to inspect the building because the Vestry 
wants to get the Bill passed. I t  must have been the first 
time that he ever went to that place. The fnnniest 
thing about this matter is that the former P.Rr.0. lived 
in that building until he left the colony but since 
he left it is uninhabitable. Since he left, t h r  
~rhole roof has collapsed and the galvanised 
sheet< taken off as ~vell as the copper yutter taken 
up. Sir, the staten~ent on this matter by my cnl- 
leagn* iq somt>thing which would irritate a C'hris- 
tian. He said that this is no precedent; all the Ves- 
tries that have asked this House for authority t~ 
raise loans have got that authority and because of 
that we must give the St. George Vestry authority 
to raise this ~€6,000 to repay in twelve vears. Sir, 
the insertion of the erecting of a Comnlunal Bath 
and a Latrine in this Bill is only a fulcrum to get 
this S6,000 to spend on the repairs to Buttals. Tt 
is four years ago that that Vestry has been planning 
to erect that social amenity and every time they 
consider the matter, they say that it will post too 
much. 011 one occasion, the? said that ther  x ~ ~ ~ r ~  
going to appeal to Government to grant them the 



money to cam>- out the erection. Slir I object to this 
Bill. 

Mr. ALLDER:  Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
the postpoiieinent for  further consideration of this 
Bill. 

Mr. COX: I rise to second the motioil made 
by the hoizourable seiiior member for St .  John. Sir, 
I do so owing to the fact that the tw,o honourable 
members for S t .  George differ very widely from 
each other on this question. Because of that, I thiizlr 
i t  is important that we should have this matter post- 
poned and further investigated. It is all well for 
some honourable member to come here and tell US 

that the Vestrymen say this and that aiid that we 
must agree to what they say, but as I have said 011 

many occasions previously, and I will say so now, 
this necessary safeguard of Vestries seeking the ap- 
proval of this House before they caii get authority t o  
raise a loan was made in  olden days because of the 
fact that the people did not want vestrymen to do 

they- like. 
Mr. L E W I S :  Mr. Speaker, I would like to 

draw to your attention to the fact tha t  this motioa 
is for  postponement and further consideration of this 
matter and as such, the honourable senior member 
$or St .  Michael should not go into the merits o r  
demerits of the Bill. 

Mr. S P E A K E R :  The honourable senior mem- 
ber fo r  Bt. Michael should only speak on the motion 
before the House. 

Mr. COX: I bow to Your Honour's ruling. 
Thc cluestion that the Bill be postponed for  

fur ther  consideration was put  aizd resolved i n  t h ~  
negative, the House dividing as follows :- 

Ayes: Mr. AI~I~DER, Mr. MILLER, Dr.  CUMMINS 
a n d  Mr. Cox.--4 

A70es: Mr. LEWIS, Mr. BARROW, Mr. TALMA, Mr. 
HOLDER, Mr. BRANCKER and  Mr. WILLIAMS.-6 

Nr .  'I'ALMA: Sir, This Bill brought in here is 
to authorise the Vestry of Slt. George to raise a loan 
of 326,000 to carry out extensive repairs to one of 
their paroc3i1ial buildings. It is nothing unusual and  
I do 11ot i c x c k  why there shoilld 'be all this talk about 
it. I do not see how the Maude Bill can affect it. 
Only a few weeks ago, this House passed similar 
Bills to authorise the Vestries of S t .  Joseph 
and C't. James to raise loans to repair their 
parochial buildings among other things. Both 
Bills were passed and even the Leader of this House 
co-operated in their passing. When those Rills were 
passed. the question of the Maude Bill did not arise. 
The main thing about these repairs to this Suilding 
is  that there are necessary and expedient so as to 
p r ~ v e l i t  tlestrnction. The repairs will be necessary 
whether the Maude Rill hecnmes law or not. Ifre must 
all  bear in mind that it i s  wise to prescrve what 
you have. Whether there is a Vestry system or  a 
Local Goverizmrnt system under which you are  
operating makes no diflerence. I F  these buildings are 
to be kcpt in good repair, it is expedient that you 
1nu.t expencl money on them and i t  should be done 
a t  the appropriate time. This House should look a t  
thi.; matter in a big and broad way: we should izot 
look a t  i t  in a petty manner. We are advancing to 
nationhood Let us apply ourselves to matters with 
that outlook foremost in our minds. It is just a few 
minutes after 11 o'clock. This is a matter of urgency. 
I feel that  we should co-operate and pass this Bill. 

Dr.  CTTMnlTNS: Mr. Speaker,-In the first in- 
stan('e, T ~ o t e c l  against the adjournment so tha t  this 
mat ter  v o ~ ~ l t l  he considered. I have izo~v voted for  
the  nostponcmeiit for  fur ther  consideration. I did 
not have a copy of the Bill before me a t  first, but  
now that  I hare  seen one, and with what the  h011 

USE 
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ourable junior inember for  St .  George has said, cer- 
tainly, I cannot help noticing tha t  there a re  no 
separate allocations to state specifically how much + 
would be needed for  the erection of the  Communal 
Bath and Latrine aizd how iilucli for  the repairs to  
Parochial Builclings. I ail1 not happy about tha t  
and tha t  is the reason why I voted that  this mat ter  
be postponed. I ~volxld therefore like the honour- 
able senior member for  St .  George to  postpone this 
Bill and get those fac t i  so that  I caii vote coiiscien- 
tiously for  it. I really cannot vote for  it 8 s  i t  stands 
non1 as  I happen to  li1101v soillething of Vmtries. 
This Vestry, a s  the Bill stands now, can very ~ve l l  
spend the whole ainotuit to be raised by loan on the 
repairs to tha t  building aiid then come back and 
say tha t  the amount was not enough to  erect the  
bath and  latrine af ter  carrying out the repairs to 
that bnilding. I will therefore counsel the honour- 
able member to  postpone this Bill and  have tha t  
question settled. 

Sir, if I am in  order, I beg to  move tha t  fu r ther  
consideration be postponed on this Bill. 

Mr. L E W I S :  I beg to second that.  4 
Mr. BARRO\TT: Air. Speaker,-Speaking on tae  

motion fo r  the  postponement, I would like to say 
that nzenzbers of the Government nor any  other 
honourable member should get u p  in  this Houee 
and make statements without the necessary informa- 
tion on them. Sir, I happen to know that  the sum 
of 24,500 will be spent on the P.hf.0'~ reaidesee. 
:,ly ,colleagne informed me that he gave a11 ehtimate 
of two to three thousand dollars for  the  erection of 
the bath and latrine, so tha t  you can very well see 
that $24,500 is the estiniate for repairs to the P.M.O's 
residence. 

Aeain, Sir, this bill is only to give the Vestry 
authority to borro~i,  the  outside limit of 66,000; 
it need not borrow the emhole sum, therefore I d o  
not see any  reason why this House should postpone 
consideration of the matter when all the  information 
which should be g i ~ e n ,  I have in my hands and can 
be given. I took the trouble of getting all  the in- 
fornlatioil that  as iiecr~sary because I anticipated 
that there ~vonld  be some slight opposition. * 

Sir, I a m  simply performing my duty as  a repre- 
sentative of the parish of St.  George and  I a m  ask- 
ing honourable meiiibers again to  give this Bill 
favourable consideration as  has been given to similar 
Bills which recently passed this House. I cannot 
uiiderstaiid why there should be all  these sort  of 
delaying tactics and filibustering over this matter,  
I do not think it is fa i r  to  the taxpayers of St.  George 
and other inembers of the public. TTTe must presume 
that the democratic machinery operated in the way 
i t  should as  regards this measure coming before us. 
This Bill has been advertised over the  necessary 
period since notice of i t  was given and  there is 
absolutely nothing wrong with the  Bill a s  i t  is 
worded now. If ~ v e  reflect on similar Vestry Bills 
\r.liic.h were passed b- this House rcceiitlp, we ~vonld 

Ir" see tha t  the honourable junior member fo r  St.  Joseph 
movecl the  passing of a similar Bill for  the  parish h 
he has the honour to represent and the Leader of 
this House secoizclt-d the motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The honoupable member should 
not reflect on the debates of this Session. 

Mr. BAIRROITT: I have no intention of doing so, 
Sir. I ail1 only giving somc information. I am not 
reflecting or throwing an>- aspersioi~s on them. T 
am only giving this information for  the purpose of 
pointing out the course tha t  was follo~ved during 
that debate and the example of the Leader of the 
Housc who secondeci the motion for  the second read- 
ing of the Bill. I t  is t rne  tha t  there were some 
expressions of views by some honourable members 
ancl even with regard to the other Vestrq Bill for  4 



St. James, the hoiiourable junior inen~ber for St .  
Peter, although he spoke against it, he seconded i t  
and voted for it, 1 do not know whether my per- 
sonality is snch that i t  arises a certain amount of 
antipathy in the breasts of some honourable mem- 
bers to make them oppose it .  If that is so, I would 
like those honourable members to disabuse such 
feelings from their minds. 

The honourable junior member for St. George 
wanted to know what wonld be the lot of the C'onl- 
nlunal Bath and Latrine. I can assure him that an 
adequate amount of money has been included for the 
erection of i t  and and it will be done. Again, this 
is a matter of urgency because the ceiling of the 
building for the P.M.O. has fallen and the parish is 
bereft of medical attention for the poor because 
there is no accomiliodatioll for the doctor who is to 
take up duties oil the 1st December. I can assure 
my colleague that this building is really in a bad 
state of disrepair because, in peril of my life, I \vent 
as fa r  up as the rafters to inspect the building a112 
saw what was the condition of it. As I was inspect- 
ing it with others of the Building Committee. some 
of.the eaves gave away. The place is untenable. 
I have no brief for the Vestry of St. George but T 
must state the facts a s  I know them because I have 
a constitutional duty to perform. 

d r .  CUMBIINS: I want to assure the honour- 
able mal~lber that  I am not opposed to the Bill 
because in the first instance I voted in order that 
consideration shonld be given to it. I have only 
asked that i t  be postponed becauss I feel that the 
two purposes for ~vhich the loan is vrantea shoizld 
be specifically set out. The Bill should ststr) how 
much is required for repairs to parochia; biiilclings 
and hosv much for the erection of the coi~~muntll 
bath and latrine. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, the honourable 
senior member for St. George cannot give us any 
undertaking because he is not a member. of the 
Vestry of St. George. He cannot say one vrord about 
the s ~ e n d i n g  of this money. 

~ r .  SPEAKER : The honourable member c;ln- 
not be personal in his remarks. He must not do so. 

Mr. MILLER: I have no intention of doing so. 
All I wanted to say again is that the erection of this 
bath and latrine is being used as a fulcrum by the 
Vestry to get this money. My c~lleaagu is not a 
member of the Vestry therefore, he cannot have any 
say in the spending of this i€6,000. All I am askiup 
for is an acljourizment for the trvo matters to he 
specifically set out. 

J4r. SPEAKER : The honourable member innst8 
speak only on the questioil of the postponement. 

Mr. MILLER : Sir, I am asking my colleague to 
agree to the postponement so that he would be able 
to get these t ~ o  matters set out specifically. We 
~vould know that there is money for the erection of 
the communal bath and latrine. 

Mr. SPEAIZER : The honourable member is be- 

Mr. SPEAIZER: That is not the motion before 
the House. There is too much latitude taken already. 
I will not give any other honourable member so 
much latitude. 

Mr. TALMA: Sir, I am only suggesting that 
enough information has been given on the face of 
the Bill. 

Mr. SPEAIZER: The honourable member is out 
of order. 

Mr. WILLIAMS : Sir, I have never taken par t  
in a Vestry Bill but I find i t  incumbent on me to 
do so on this occasion owing to my regretting the 
turn which the discussion on this Bill has taken. 
I svould like honourable members to look a t  the 
bringing in  of this Bill as  a constitutional duty on 
the part of the hopourable senior member for  St. 
George and his colleague should look a t  it in that  

/ manner. I regret very much the bickering between 
' the two honourable members for St. George on this 
j question. Had there been unanimity among them, 
this Bill would have been passed already. 1 Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member must 
not speak on the Bill; he must only speak on the 
motion for the postponement. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Sir, I am agreeing with the 
suggestion of the honourable junior member for  St. 
Thomas for postponement of this question. The 
Vestry should be businesslike enough to  get their 
architect to say that i t  would cost so much to erect 
the bath and so on and i t  would cost so much on 
the other hand to repair that  building. I see no 
earthly reason why the separate amounts could not 
have been set out clearly in the Bill. I t  would seem 
to me that the fear in the heart of the honourable 
junior member for St. George is a natural fear. I 
therefore will agree to the postponement so that  
in the interim the honourable senior member for St. 
George can get the matter justified. 

The question that  further consideration of this 
Bill be postponed was put and resolved in the 
affirmative, the House dividing as follows:- 

Ayes : Mr. ALLDER, Mr. M-R, Mr. LEWIS, D?. 
CUMMINS, Mr. COX and Mr. WILUAMS.-~. 

hTOes : Mr. B A R R O ~ ,  Mr. BRAKCKER, Mr. TALMA 
and Mr. HOLDER.". 

THE ADJOURNMENT 

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I now beg to 
move that this House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 
8th December, 1953, a t  3 o'clock in the afternoon. 

Mr. Cox seconded: the motion which was agreed 
to and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House accord- 
ingly. 

ERRATUM 

Mr. TALhIA: 1 just wanted to say a few llrords i'l a little something ~vliich I hare heard which would 
ou the allocating of the amount. I tknd to decrease the blame on that Departlnent." 

i ,  labonring that point. 
3 .  Mr. MTIJLER: I ~ e t  us have the bath first. 

Mr. TAL3IB: Mr. Speaker,-In my view- this 
Rill is in the nat~.zre - 

1 Mr. SPEAKER : The honourable member can- 
not speak the  ill; he speak oI1 the 
motion before the House. 

I n  Debates of meeting of Thursday 8th October, 
1953 published in Gazette of 2211d October, 1953 on 
page 385 please read: 

"Mr. LEM71S: &fr. Chairman, the honourabl~ 
senior lnember for St. Michael might be able to make 
~ u t  a case against the Budit Department but t h ~ r e  




