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THE 

House of Assembly 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) 

SESSION 1953-54 

Debates 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tttesduy, %Otl~ October, 1953. 

Purs~zant  to adjournment, the House of ~ i s s e m b l ~  
met a t  3 o'clock p.m. to-day. 

His  Honour Mr. K. X. K. I - lusssw~s,  (#peaker), 
Dr. H .  G. H. CUMMINS, M.D., C.M., His Ilonour Mr. 
A. E .  S. LEWIS, (Deputy Xpeakev), 31essrs B'. L. 
WALCOTT, F. E. ~ L I L L E R ,  J. C. &IWTTLE;Y, E. St. h. 
HOLDER, V. B. VAUGHAK, C'. E. TAI~JIA and Mrs. E. E. 
BOURNE. 

Prayers were reacl. 

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on 
the 22nd Septeiizber, 1953, havin? been circulated, 
were taken as read ancl confirmed. 

DOCUMENT 

Mr. SPEk:1I?;EHI: I have the llonour to iilforlll 
the House tha t  I have received a Copy of 1Zesolutior 
No. 111 of the House of Assembly of British 
Guiana addressed to  the Secretary of State for 
the  Colonies, the  U.N. Human Rights: Commission 
the Government of Bermuda and  the Legislatures of 
other Caribbean Colonies. Thht Resolntion has 
t een  signed by the Clerli of the Legislature. I t  
reads as f o l l o ~ ~ s  :- 

BE IT RESOLVED :- 
1 .- That strong protests bc sent to the Secaretar?- of 

State for  the Colonies. the U.N. T-Tluiiiaa Rights C'o111- I:,: mission, the Gorern~ilent of Bermuda and the Legis- 
latures of the other Caribbean Colonies against the 
.treatment meted out to Sir Frank  iizd Lady McDa-vi(l 

1 2s a result of the present practice of racial discrim- 
l .. ination in Bermuda, with a request from this IIonse 

that steps be taken to secure its discontinl~ancc. 
Jlessrc. SICITH and BRYAK entered thc TTouse 

and too11 their seats. 

Gorerninent Notices were given as fol101~s:- 
I Dr. CT:MRIINS 011 brhnlf of Blr. AI)AMS: Re.0111- 

tion that  the suiz of $2.750 be advanced fronz the 

Public Treasury ( to  be subsequently refunded from 
l ~ o a i i  Fmzds) allcl placed a t  the disposal of the Gov- 
e rn~~- in -Execu t ive  Conimittee t o  supplement the 
Estimates 1953-54, Part I1 - Capital, as shown in  
the Supplementary Estimates 1953-54, No. 1 4  which 
form the Schedule to the  Resolution. 

Dr .  CUI\I.\IINS on behalf of Mr. ADAMS: Rewlu- 
tioii to place the sum of $112,055 a t  the disposal of 
the (;orernor-ill-Esecutive Committee to supple~nent  
thv Estim:rtes 1953-54, P a r t  11-Capital a s  shown 
in the Supplementary Estimates 1953-54 No. 15, 
a-hich form the Schedule to the Resolution. 

Dr .  CUMMINS on behalf of Mr. ADAMS: Bill in- 
titnled an  Act to  amend the Pdblic Utilities Act 1951. 

Dr.  CUMMINS: Of m y  intention t o  move the 
Rouse into Committee of Supply a t  i ts  next  meeting 
to consider the  money Resolutions of which notice 
has just b e e i ~  given. 

QUESTIONS 

i\lr. 'llSLBIA: To enqldre of the  appropriate 
menzb~r  of the  Executive Committee present a t  t h e  
next  meeting of this House :- 

I s  Governmelit aware tha t  certain Factory 
Workers (including Engineers, Carpenters, Masons 
and Atason Tenders) ~ v h o  mere employed a t  Searles 
Factory, Christ Church, dur ing the  entire crop sea- 
son and  ~vhose duties Itrere mainly connected with  
the  prodnction, h a r e  been denied their Production 
Roizns ? 

Tf thc~ Answer is in the  Negative, will Govern- 
~zzeiit please canse proper investigations to  be made 
into the  duties of the  aboveinentioned employees with 
a view to  bringing these workers i n  line with their 
onnterparts a t  other Sugar  Factories in this Island? 

Mr. J. C. ASOTTLEY: To enquire of t h e  appro- 
priate member of the Executive Committee present 
a t  the  next meeting of the  House :- 

Ts Government aware of the  great congestion 
and inconvenience snffe~.ecl by the  general public 
a t  the  Government Sarriizgs Bank  owing to  inade- 
qnate staff? 

2. Tf the  answer to  the  above question be in 
thy negative, wit1 the  Government give this mattc.1 
immediate attention in  orcler to inzprove the present 
sitnation ? 

Mr. SMITH:  To enquire of the  appropriate 
member of the  Executive Committee present a t  the  
nes t  meeting of this House :- 

I .  I s  the Government aware t h a t  a Petition was 
f o r ~ r a r d e d  in  December, 1952, to the Colonial Secre- 
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tar ia t  from certain Old Age Pensioners, praying that  
Government take necessary steps with  a view to 
effecting a n  increase i n  the amount of the  Old Age 
Pensions ? 

2. I n  view of the  present extremely high cost 
of living ancl the meagreness of the amount of such 
pension, will Government without fur ther  delay, 
fake the  necessary action to provide for  a reasonable 
increase in  regard to  Old Age Pensioners? 

Mr. TALRIA: To enquire of the appropriate 
member of the Executive Conlnlittee preseiit a t  t h ~  
next  meeting of the  House:- 

Having regard to the settled policy of Govern 
ment under the present Five Year Plan, and with i )  

view to : 
(a )  Bringing a certain measure of relief to th 

unemployment situation ; 
(b)  Improving, enhancing, facilitating and ex 

tending the  Tourist Trade; 
(c) Collecting additional revenue; and 
( d )  Generally raising the standard of living. 
1. Will Government consider amending tht 

Shop Closing Act, so a s  to permit "A Shift  System" 
to be instituted i n  the  smaller Stores i11 the S~:\-an 
Street, Tudor Street, Lncas and  Coleridge Streets 
areas only during the  Tourist Season and on s71cr 
occasions as  Tourist Boats o r  Planes happen to vicit 
the Island 2 

2. Will Government see that  the shift systenl 
is  properly enforced through their Labour Depart 
ment, so as to preserve the present S-Hour xvorliiilg 
day period, and create the  Shift  period froin 4 p.rr. 
to 9 p.m., but so tha t  workers might, receive fnll 
remuneration for  the entire eight-hour period? 

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEP:  To enquire of the appro- 
priate member of the Executive Committee present at  
the next ineeting of the House :- 

I s  the Government aware of the difficulty exper, 
eiiced during the rainy seasons b y  the tenants oi 
Dodds Plantation owing to the bad conditions of tilt 
roads which they have to traverse to or fro111 t l~c i i  
homes ? 

2. I f  the answer to the above question Le i11 t l ~ c  
negative, will the Government without delaJ- give the 
n a t t e r  its iininediate attention? 

Nr. VAUGHAX: To enquire of the approprizte 
member of the Executive Committee a t  the ne.: 
meeting of the House :- 

Is Government aware that  all those who are : 
benefit under the Barbados A I ~ ~ t n a l  Aid and dsst  L 

ment Assurance Society Act 1951-10 have 110: 
benefited ? 

2. Will Government make investigations int. 
the  liquidations of this Society to see that  the terrni 
of this Act are coinplied with? 

~2essr.s. HAYNES and MAPP entered the Rouse 
and took their seats. 

BILL READ h F I R S T  TIME 

On the motion of Dr.  Cuarnr~ss, seeanded by 
Mr. F. 1,. WALCOTT, a Bill intituled an  Act to aillend 
the Public TJtilities Act, 1951, 11-as read a first tinye. 

~ I P S R ~ S .  I \ ~ , l d ~ ~ ~ ,  GODDARD ancl T T T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 3 ~ ~  ~lltelY'(1 
the House and toolr their seats. 

NATTTRATI GAS CORPORATION ( I Z ~ I E S D -  
AIENT) BILL, 1953 

Dr. CTJJI?rITNS: hlr. Spealier,-I ask leave to 
take Order No. 2 as the first Order of the  Day. 

There being no objection, the  honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The first Order of the Dav is 
to  resume debate on the second reading of a Bill 

liititnled a n  Act to ainencl the  Natural Gas Corpora- 
tion Act, 1950. 

Dr.  CUI1l:LII,"rTS : The coilsideration of this Bili 
was postponed froin last Tuesclay in  order tha t  more 
information should be obtained with regarcl to the 
insurance scheine i11 respect of the enlployees of the  
Natural Gas Corporation. I have tried to get all  the 
information I possibly could get, a n d  i n  addition to  
what I told the  House last  Tuesday, I have dis- 
coverecl tha t  there a re  11 einployees who would 
behefit f rom this scheme and some of them are  too 
old to be employed as  quasi meilibers of the  Govern- 
ment service. Another reason fo r  initiating a scheme 
of this sort is that gas is aoinething of a vaiiisiling 
~~~~~~~e and if i t  has a short life there might be sonle 
dificulty i11 incorporating the employees of the Cor- 
1,oration in  the Civil Service. I t  was therefore con- 
iidered aclvisable-and we have the authority under 
the Act - to make provision for  a pension scheme 
tor these employees. 

I have been told tha t  the ages of some of these 
employees reach a s  f a r  as  53 and 54 years. Some of 
them may not  be able to benefit froni the  Life Insur- 
ance Scheme and they would be considered for  a 
gratuity froin the  Natural Gas Corporaltion Fund.  
Some of these people who a re  advanced in  age have 
been eilzployed by the British Union Oil Company and 
they have been compensated by that Company. As 
regards the feniale employees, they will no t  be con- 
siderecl eligible for  insurance until  they reach the 
age of 22 years;  I uilclerstailcl tha t  tha t  is the  normal 
practice with commercial con~panies who insure their 
einployees. I t  appears to me tha t  these young ladies 
come in  for a short time and then tiley get married; 
i t  is therefore a custom in an  insnrdnce scheme of 
this hort, not to insare female ell~ployees nrlder 
the age of 22 years. I am also informed tha t  when 
these employees attain that aqe their prerious 
years of service will be taken into consideration. 
This inforination along with that nhich I gave the 
House on the 1a.t occasion is all the inforniation I 
have a t  iny coinlnand in  ~'onnectio11 with t h i ~  Bill. 

Mr. LEJFTIS : I11 view of the fact that the  
honourable nie~nber had p u s t p ~ n ~ c l  thc conrideratiorl 
of this Cill a t  iny suggestion and on the  notion of 
the honourable junior nieiizber for St.  Jaillee, I want 
to thank hiin for the additional information he has 
given. 1 shonld also like to ail< the  honourable 
ineinber to inalce sure that the fignres i11 relation 
to this scheine have been securecl from more than  
one Insurance Company. 

The ynestion tha t  this Bill be now read a second 
time 11-as pu t  end resolved i11 the affirmative1 mith- 
out division. 

On the motion of Dr. C u ~ r ~ r r s s ,  seconded by 
JIr. F. L. ~VAI~COTT, 31r. S I ~ ~ I C E R  left the C 'ha i~  and 
the House n e n t  into Committee on the Bill, Mr. 
SAIITH being in  the Chair. 

Clause 1, the title Clause, was called a l ~ d  
passed. 

CIRUSC 2 T Y ~ S  called. 
Di-. C UJIMINS : I be? to more that  Clause 2 stand 

par t  of the Bill. 
Mr. F. L. IVALCOTT: T I)(:: to sccoud that. 
Rrr. 3 I A P P :  The honoul-able junior inenlber for 

the City has made a n  imputation xi-hich I fcel 
shonld be talren notice of now that xic are consider- 
ing this Clause. The h o i ~ o ~ ~ ~ u b l e  ~ i ~ e ~ i ~ b e r ' b  iinpnta- 
tioil was that some kin4 of di\c+riiliination takes 
place in  the ]natter of i+l~iilg these. T~ifp Ti~surance 
Policies by Tns~xance C o ~ ~ i p ~ i i i e \ :  1  pally hope 
that thqt is not so. After all, this is a semi-Gorcrnment 
set-up and xvhen it collie? to callincy n l ~ o n  Tni~xrance 
Companies to icsue three ~>nlic.ics, T c~y?ec.t that thp 
Government will be entirely fai r  nnd square ancl 



will ask various Insurance Companies to tender for 
issuing these policies. I hope the honourable mem- 
ber in charge of the Bill will throw some light on 
that matter: I hope he will make sure that what I 
have just suggested is done insteacl of giving all 
this business to one Insurance Compdiiy rvhereas you 
may be able to obtain more favourable terms-from 
another Insurance Company. 

Dr. CUiIIASIXS: I ail1 not sure if all the Insur- 
ance Companies mere circularised in connection 
with this matter, but they were made aware of the 
fact that a scheme of this sort was conte~nplated an.' 
the>- were invited to tencler. After a long delay 
only one Insurance Company tendered ; since ther, 
there was some publication of this Bill in the local 
Press and another Tnsurance Colnpany has come 
into the pictnre. My illformation is that the figures 
presented by this Insurance Compaizj-  ill also bp 
taken into coizsideration. 

Mr. CRAWFORD entered the House and t00:i 
his seat while Dr. CUMJIIKS was speaking. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The honourable member 
must show whether that section should be repealed 
or not. 

Dr. CUMMINS: This Clause deals with Sub- 
section 3 of section thirteen of the Natural Gas 
Corporation Act; i t  does not deal with the wholc 
a c t .  

Xr.  MILLER: I do not see why we should want 
to deny the Corporation the opportunity of making 
a profit from this business. 

The question that Clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
dil-ision. 

On the motion of Dr. CUMJIINS, seconded by 
hIr. F. L. ~NALCOTT, the CHAIRITAN reported the 
passing of the Bill i11 Committee. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair and re- 
ported accordingly. 

On motions of Dr. CUMMIXS, seconded 'by Xr .  
F. L. ~TALCOTT in each case, the Bill was read a 
thircl t ixe  and passed. 

Mr. &IIZLER: I ail1 in agreement with the 
proposal in this Bill but I feel that the Govern- 
ment should be a little broader in this schen;e. 
am also wonclering if the Government will find thr 
money with which to carry out the scheme. 7TTe 
were promised when the release was made to 
the Gas Coinpally that inatters ~vonlcl be brought 
back up  for re-esa~nination. I an1 hopinq that none 
of 111~ remarks will create ally ~111pleasantlless f o r  
the ~ o v e r ~ l ~ n e n t ,  but gas is still being sold at a 
price higher than that of a n r  other iinportecl fuel 
including fuel from British Guiana. 

Mr. F. L. WTA4LCOTT: The price at  vihich ga; 
is being sold is nothing to do with +his Clause; the 
Lonourable member is out of order. 

Mr. MILLER: If you have a Corporation speci- 
fic2all.v engagecl in mar1:eting natural gas and they 
ask for consideratioil in respect of a pellsion schenle 
for their employees I think we have a full right 

k to discuss the matter I hare raised. \\Te are clis- 
cussing whether the IIouse lT~ill agree to this 
~cheme in respect of this Corporation or not. 1 think 
that  natural gas should pay its owfi way and I 
have suggested that somethilzg be done by may of 
a reduction in the price of this furl. 

Mr. L. TVALCOTT: That is 'lothin.. to do 
~vith this Clause at all. 

31r. MILLER: I was delliecl the opportunity 01 
making my cxplaiiation on the last occasion when 
the consideration of this Bill was postponed. For 
the bellefit of the honourable jullior Inember for 
St. Thomar and the hoi~oorable junior member for 
St. Peter, 1 will explain that I am only saying 
that the Natural Gas Corporation have a means of 
makillg their own money. If I ha6 111). owl1 way 
1 would insure all employees. 

I 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : TVe are discussing Clause 3 
f of the Bill now. 

Mr. MILLER. That is what I am dealing with. 
I am mere!y saying that the gas is sold clearer than 
any other imported fuel. 

6 Dr. CUMMINS: I must support the objection 
'af the honourable junior meniber for St.  Peter. 
This Clanso does not deal with the scllliizg price 
of the gas. 

Mr. MILLER: With unswerving respect for 
the honourable junior meinber for St. Thomas I am 
dealing with Clause 2 of the Bill which says:- 

"Sub-section (3 )  of section thirteen of $he 
Natllral Gas Corporation Act, 1950, is hereby re- .* pealed. " 

CT'STOMS TARIFF (AMEKDMENT) 
NO. 2 BILL, 1953 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:  The next Order of 
the Day stands in the name of the honourable junior 
ineinber for St. Peter-To move the second reading 
of a Bill to amencl the Customs Tariff Act, 1921. 

&Cr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,- 
About a year ago 1 illtroclnced ill this a Reso- 
lutioll for $2,400 to be placed a t  the disposal of 
the Department of Sciellce and ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ l t ~ ~ ~  for the 
pl~rposc of dealing n-ith the mealy bug pest which 
affects sugar canc. Toclay I can state from evidence 
and jlnformation a t  my disposal that this sugar cane: 
pest has reached a stage a t  which i t  is regarded 
as being very threatening to the sugar industry. 
The Entomologist of the Department h% rccom- 
mended that, in order to combat this pest, i t  ls 

necessary that scientific doses of "Gammexane" 
~hollld be applied to the sugar czne, and in  order 
to make it possible for a large number of people to  
b' able to do that7 i t  is considered necessary to re- 
move the customs duty on this item. As Your 
Ii0110ur is aware, there are other things in connec- 
tin11 v i th  the sugar industry on which a reduction 
in cnstoms duty is allowed; I refer to items such as 
fertilisers As the position is now, we are losio< 
by nest year a sltbstaiitial amount of the sugar 
c,lle crop on acco~nlt of this peat which attacks the 
root of the canes. 

Sonle planters thought that this pest was the 
root borer, others thought that i t  was a question 
the ants abetting the but the Entomologist 

that it is this mealy bug which is a new 
species of pest and the treatment re,commended is 
one Tvllich7 it is hoped7 will serve the country well. 
1 ail1 sorry to say it has been ~epor t ed  in  the Press 
that sonie comment of which I was not aware was mad? 
of the Enton~ologist by Your Honour; how'ever, I do 
 lot think i t  is a m i s  for me to state that in so f a r  
as the Entomologist is concerned, the Government 
feels that we are still fortunate in having his servic~u 
at this time. There are other Entomologists in  thls 
island, bni we are not stlre that we would get one 
of the calibre of the present Entomologist. How- 
ever, I feel that this Bill is a necessary amendment 
and &at is being asked for is something which 
ally loyal Barbadian would agree to give in order to  
get the maximum production from our staple indus- 
try. I beg to move that this Bill be now read a 
second time. 

Dr. CUNMINS: I beg to second that. 
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I .  VAUGIIAN : &h. Deputy Speaker-lt 
lllay be presumptuous for a layman to give certain 
opinions on agricultural scheiiles in this island 
where the scientific control of pests is concerned, ant1 
I do not speak with any dogmatisni. Kevertheless, 
we must throw out some hints as to the desirability 
of not accepting every recoininendatioa from these 
agricultural experts. I suspect that the absence 
of that natural pen nlailure to which our fields 
have been accustomed, has been the cause of some 
harm being done to the natural soil and although 
we are all aware of the substantially increased pro- 
duction of cane per acre, the absence of natural 
pen manure would certain1~- retard an even greater 
illcrease in the procluetion of cane. Sane of us can 
tell whether this deep ploughing and turning up 
of the soil has had anything to clo with the present 
susceptibility of the sugar call? crop to this ~11- 
desirable pest. Some of us inay recall that the 
clleep ploughing of the African soil completely dt.; 
troyed the Ground Nut Schenie and a lot of inone?- 
lvas wasted. I am not objecting to the use of this 
chelnical, but I do say that the absence of natural 
pen manure and this deep ploughing of the soil are 
causing the poverty of the soil, alld we 111115t l1ot 
accept everything that thcl experts hay except we 
are absolutely certain that no ha1.m h ill be doni' 
to the soil. After all, we haw beell gettillg 
good, crops withont deep ploughing and tkler-e is no 

-- 

Mr. NILLER: l would like to supi~c'rt this 
Bill as it is. It is fortuqate that we still have 
with us an Entomologist who has several years' -? 
experience in this study. Entomology happens 10 
be one of those weird studies which involve the 
best years of a man's life. It is uiilikc the type 
of science where you can switch off to several 
branches; entomology is constantly bound up with 
one particular line of culture. I t  is fortunate that 
our present Entomologist is willing to stay with us;  
whether i t  was possible to get a new illail for this 
job or not, the question is how many years woula 
he take to catch up in the job? I have been wonder- 
ing whether or not we mould have to launch a 
campaign against this particular insect, the mealy 
bug. I am in agreement with the remarks of the 
honourable junior meliiber for St. Philip. Let us 
take the rat nnisance; the plantatioil owners could 
afford to buy the rat poison and destroy the rzts, 
but the rat nuisance ~vould be renewed at  the plan- 
tations because the small holcler~ could not buy thP- 
poison. b 

I an1 glad to see that in Clause 2 of this Bill 
lllention is made of fungicides; we have beell suf- 
fering fy0111 fungus disease alld no particular atten- 
tioli has beell paid to that matter. It is fortunate 
that in this Rill n7e are asking for relief of the 
<.nstoms duty on fungicides. I am supporting this 

, Bill and I hope that the Department of Agricul- 
reason why we shonlcl abandoll the of natural l ture will make this insecticide available to people 
pen manure. i whether they are able to buy i t  or not. 

I thiilk an Act should be passed requiring that 
so many cattle be kept to an  acre of agricultcral 
land and in that way \tTe may be saving ourselves 
from a greater deterioration of the soil ancl ensur- 
ing ourselves against these pests. I cailllot say that 
this deep ploughing of the soil is the result of the 
present state of affairs, nor can the experts say 
i t  is not so; but the deep ploughing of the Africa11 
soil gave a negative result to the production of 
ground nuts. mTho call say that this deep plough- 
iiig of the soil has not got sonzething to do wit11 
this pest? I sap that we must be very careful as 
to how we treat our soil ancl not necessarily folloar 
every recoinmendation of every expert that c30mes 
out here. I repeat, I do not speak with ail?- an- 
thority on the subject; 1 am only throlt-illg out a 
hint that there might be \ome association bet~veen 
this new pest and the 1 1 e ~ ~ ~  tr-catnlent of the soil. 

li\fr. J .  C. J I O T T T E ~ :  I rise to support the 
passing of this Bill, but there is some doubt in 
my mind as to whether this Bill is the remedy for 
this pest. I ~yant  to dra\T to the attentioll of th,. 
Governmellt that if this pest is so claiigerous, pro- 
visiqn i+ould :be lllade whereby ,peasall\ts \hose 
sniall holdings  ill be attaclrctl by this pest, 
T&o will not bp able to procure this illsecticide likp 
the big plantation owners, will be assisted in getting 
it. 1 believe that the hononrable introducer of this 
Bill .s;hould give us some more information about 
this matter. I would like to suggest to the GOT- 
ernment that they institute seine scheme in co- 
operation with the Managerq of the District Jqri- 
bultr~ral Stations so that thic: insecticide could be 
oDtained by the snlall holders. The plan.t~tfion 
owners can control this pest, bnt some assistailcc 
must be given to the small holders otherwise the 
whole scheme ~vil l  be nullified. I a111 sure that 
holders of four or five acres of land ~vill  not bp 
able to procure this insecticicle. 1 maintain that a 
concerted effort should be made whereby the h!? 
estate owners and the small holders will CO-o7erati- 
so that this peqt can hc tackled and destroyed. 

Mr. A D A ~  entered the House and took his 
seat. 

Mr. CRAWFOIZD: l want to emphasize the 
suggestion made by my colleague and endorsecl by 
the honourable junior member for St. George. 
These insecticides are relatively expensive and i t  
does appear to me, as if the Government might 
well act upon the suggestion which has been made 
and provide a good quantity of insecticides a t  each 
Agricultural Station for the assistance of qmaU 
(holders. I t  is true that ~ ~ r h a t  we are doing here 
mould be reflected ill the cost of this insecticide, 

+ 
but 1 ain m~ondering whether a mere removal of the 
customs duty on the insecticide ~vould be sufficieilt 
to briny it ~ ~ - i t h i n  the reach of the small holders. 
J'f it is iml3ortaat to reilzove this pest from the 
plantatiolz canes, i t  is just as important to remove 
it from the c;mall holdings, and ally assistance 
~t-hi" hi.: gireii to peasant holders ~ v o ~ d d  be apple 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The proposal of the 
Government is to reduce the cost of 'this insecticide 
to the people who have to use it. The Governmenb 
already has at its disposal the means of giving tEc 
~easal l ts  information; i t  costs the Government nloney 
to have the Peasant Agricultural Instructors and 
they are there for the benefit of the peasants. Then 
there is the Peasants7 Loan Rank at  which loans 
"re made for obtaining fertilisers and so on, and L 
if there is the suggestion that the Government must 
buy this insecticide ancl give i t  to the peasants, 
that is a different issue. As I have already said, 
t h e  Goverllment propose5 to reduce the cost of this 
insecticicle to the people who have to use i t ;  this e 
i' ~nnlethin~r which they are applying to their land 
and they will <ell their canes on a basis on which 
they can get the b ~ t  price for them. I am no t  
capable of replying to the scientific arguments 
which have been propounded. 

The cluestion that this Bill be now read a 
cecond tinze Tvas put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 
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011 the inotion of Mr. F. L. J T T ~ ~ c o . r ~  secoi1ded 
, b ~ -  Dr. CUMMINS, Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKEK left th2 

Chair, and the House went into Com~nittce on the 
Bill, Mr. SXITH being i n  the Chair. 

clause 1, the title Ciause, was called ailcl passed. 
Clause 2 was called. 
N r .  F. L. \LTALCOTT : l beg to move that 

Clause 2 stand par t  of the  Bill. 
Dr.  CUMlLflNS : I beg to second that. 
Jlr. L E W I S  : l m~oncler ~f the Governor-in-Exe- 

uutive Colnl~iittee shoulcl have the power to add to 
the  list of these items which are brought i n  free of 
customs duty. The next thing is that under this 
Clause the Colliptroller of Customs has to c e r t i f ~  
that  insecticides, fungicides and other substances 
are imported exclusively for  use as remedies foi 
diseases of plants or for combating insect attacks in 
plants. I ail1 wondering if niedicine is included in 
these substances; the Clause is rather wide. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Ordinarily the Govern- 
- merit mould have sent doxvii an  amelldnient to  this 

,ict in rrJspect of "Agrocide 20" (Ganin~exane),  but 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies objects to put- 
ting into the Act names nllich are only conlmercial 
ilanles. "Agroc.icle 20" or "Gainii~exane" are names 
v hich can be changecl and i t  v a s  thought that  the j  
s h o ~ ~ l ( 1  not br  p u t  i n  this Bill becanse they would 
not nlean anything as fa r  as the Secretary of Statf  
for  the Colonic,, is concerned. 

The ynestioii that  Clause 2 stand par t  of the Bill 
]\-as pu t  a 1 ~ 1  resolved in the affirinatiye xithont 
division. 

On the iltotion of Mr. E'. I,. TYALCOTT, secollcled 
by I)r. CUMMINS, the CIIAIR~IAN reported the passing 
of the Bill in Committee. 

I .  DEPUTY SPEAKER resuined the Chair 
ancl reported accorclingly. 

011 motions of Mr. F. L. WALCO~T,  sccollded b:: 
DY. CU~IMIXS ill each cabe, the Bill was read a third 
time and passtd. 

L I IAWKERS REGLSTRATlON (AMENDiIfENT) 
BTLL, 1953 

3Fr. F. L. JTTdLCOTT : I ask 1ea.i-e to take Ordel 
No. 5 as  the next Order of the Day. 

There being no objection, the honourable menl- 
ber was granted leave. 

Air. DEPVTY S P E A K E R  : The next Order of 
the I lay also stands in the nailie of the honourable 
junior member for  St.  Peter :-TO move the second 
reading of a Bill intituled a n  Act to ainend the T-Ian- 
lrers Registration Act, 1904. 

Mr. F. L. JTALCOTT : Mr. Deputy Speaker,- 
This Bill is one of the incasures i n  respect of miscel 
laneous taxation and of which notice was given i n  the 
Five Year Developnlent Plan. What  this Bill pro 
poses to do is clearl)- seen; a t  the begianing of tliii 
century a hawker, pedlar OY itinerant trader paid a 
liceilce fee of one shilling and  over the last 50 years 
nothing was done mith regard to increasing this 
See. It m~ill be seen that 111 the Five Year Plan the stun 
of $160.000 has been earnlarked for the erection of 
District JIarkets so a. to p r o ~ i d e  better accommocla- 

a f:cn for hawkers and pecilars. IIovever, the Qorern- 
inent is not aslring for the  increase of the licence fep 
based alone on providiny better acconiinodation for 
thew people : it is our general revenne policy and it i\ 
(>onsidered b y  the Government tha t  a n  increase in  the 
licence fee from Is. t o  PS. could not be  rerarded :IQ 

unreasonable or that  i t  mould impose a hardship on 
hawkers or pedlars. The commnnity has been called 

, , upon to pay increased prices to hawkers, the general 

stanctard of living has increased and it imposes a 
harder financial responsibility on the Governlllent. 

1 callnot speak with ivuch assurance about the 
ear 1904 because 1 happened not to see the  light 

hp day then. There 1s no record to show what the 
positloll oi itinerant traders was i n  1904, but  the 
situation today is that the btage has been reached 
\\here these people enjoy i n  this island a privilege 
which they cannot enjoy elsewhere. I speak of the 
Qaribbeali area; 1 doubt nhether  i n  this area there 
is any itinerant trader who can pursue that  calling 
cn a registration fee of Is. That  ib the meagre fee 
cn the p a y n ~ ~ n t  of JJ hich many people can drive 
a r o ~ u i d  and carry on a portable store; t h a t  matter 
needs to be regulated and  this is the opportunity fo r  
regulating it. JTTe propose t o  make the registration fee 
for thebe itinerant traders the amount of $50. If you 
\+-ant to assess these people, you do not lrilow what prc- 
fit they really make, bu t  i n  respect of those of us who 
~ o r k  fo r  a salary our income tax can be taken out. 
Those of us ~vhose inconies are known have to pay in- 
co~lle tax and these people whose incomes are un- 
lmown pay no income tax  and  they are not called npon 
to pay any trade t a x ;  they are  really in competi- 
t:on \yith other people who have to meet overhead ex- 
~~ensc~s- t l~r  einploynient of clerlis and so on. 1 want 
to ?H;- that if these people choose to make their living 

thdt ,Tay, the!- must contri'bute t o  the 
State. I t  is tlion!lht that these increases in  l i c e ~ ~ c e  fees 
choulcl be made so tha t  ihe Government can get the 
money mith \vllich to carry out many of the needy 
things which we are  called upon to carry out in  Bar- 
bados. I beg to  move tha t  this Bill be now read a 
second time. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. GODDARD : 1 am i n  agreement with this 

Bill. I think it is well known to all  of us  t h a t  there 
is developing or has developed i n  this country a num- 
ber of itillerant vendors who travel throughout the  
length and  breadth of this country selling items to ag- 
ricultural workers on re ry  easy terms as a catch b u t  

a v,,, hiRh rate of interest. They go into Bridge- 
t o ~ n  ~ n d  bny all iorts of material, and they are seen 
Itarticnlarly 011 Sundays collecting their 2/- pieces 
,,ill.ll c.Terybocl! else is home. Other colonies in the 
Caribbean have taken steps by ineans of imposing a 
licellce fee  011 these vellclors so as to  protect legiti- 
mate bnsineas from this sort of trade and  we are now 

to the same thing. mTe are proposing i n  
of these itinerant a licence fee of 

$50. but I thillk the alllonnt should be $100; these 
l,eople are llot ullder ally control because no Price 
Control Inspector can catch u p  to them. They have 
their own ~neans  of selling their goods and the sum 
of $100 is llot too large a fee to  get out of them. I 

ill this Bill that t~ , (~s (>  itilleraat ~.endorc will be 
allolved to pay a proportioliate par t  of the licence 
fee if theJ- apply fo r  the licence late i n  the year ;  I 
say that the licellce fee should be $100 a -year if an 
irilleralit Treador takes out a licence i n  December just 

ill the case of a liquor liceace. 
With regard to the hawkers. I do not agree tha t  

\\-hen they are applying for  their licences they should 
hpu(. t ~ y "  ]ptter.; as to goocl character; anybody can. 
jf~ritc a letter alld then these poor people will g? to 
persons m110 will charge them $1 or $2 to write a let- 
ter for them. If any  faul t  can be found with these 
hawkers let them be prosecuted before the Police 
Conrt\ and be fined. I mould not allow any cancel- 
lation of hawkers' licences unless there is  a habitual 
offence with these people, and I would strike ou t  the 
i~ecessity for these people to have two letters as to  
their good character before they can get their licences. 



As regards the seconcl Schedule to the Bill, I 
think that the Goverililleilt has not made i t  wide 
enough; 111 that Sched~de the Governnient has only 
set out cotton, moollen, linen ancl other piece goods 
and garnients of any other kind ~vhatsoevcr other 
than those specified i n  the first Schedule. Today 
there arc. illan)- other materials on the market such as 
np-lolls allcl rayoils and every day sonlething new is be- 
ijig brought out including plastic cloth and these 
things should b(, included i n  that Schedule. Years 
sgo I 1lilr.e seen itinerant \-enclors off'ering preciou> or  
bemi-precious stones for sale and such articles are 113t 

i n  thi\ hc.11eclule. lf l these thiiigs are not includecl i n  
tl!is Sciic~dnle these itinerant ~eiiclors can be exempted 
froin paying anything a t  all. I think that the Gov- 
triiment needs time to consider this matter and it 
would he wise for  us to refer this Bill to a Select 
Coiilmittre i n  order to get illore iiiformation i n  con- 
cect io~i  with the matter. This is an  iniportant Bill; 
i t  is that for which the public has been asking for  a 
long ti~ii?, anti therefore let us cleal with i t  properly 
now. llowever, when n e  go into Committee on this 
Rill thrrr  are some ameiidinents which I ~vould like 
to proposcA. 

Alr. CRhJJTFORD : The arguiilent in  favour of 
itinerailt vcndors is that thcy extend credit facilities 
to poor people ~vho, no~~nially,  cannot get credit from 
the bniiiless places in  131.ldgeto~vn. I t  is, of course, 
tc be ailmittecl that in  soine instances the people pay 
for  tliesc credit facilities, but the point is that they 
do get these facilities. I t  is u p  to the Gorernnlent 
to see to i t ,  espr~cially now that this increasecl fee is 
proposetl. that tllc price?, at  which these itinerant 
\endor\ sell are s~1bjcc.t to proper control. I am not 
opposing the snggestion that the fee slioulcl be car- 
ried up to $50, because if these people are cloing bmi- 
r e l s  in  c~oinpetition with established bcsiness places 
\.*.hicl1 hi~.rre to pay their staff, rent and so on, i t  is 
right that they shonld make sollie contribntion to the 
reveii1Lc of the countrv. I oilly want lioi~ourable 
membei*~ to bear ill liliild that i t  is claimed that t h e ~ e  
p e o p l ~  are serring some usefnl purpose and they are 
thcreforc. c~ititlecl to some consideration. 

There is a type of itinerant vendor against tvllom 
I think me shonld take greatei* steps; I refer to Assy- 
~ i a i i s  .irlio come i n  here i n  appreciable numbers 
arountl the month of February and by the lilollth of 
May they are gone. They bring in  a lot of ~voollens 
and they fleece the public; they buy suit lengths for  
$10 eac11 in  Trinidacl and sell them to the country 
e o p l c  for $40 aiicl $50 each. I n  the case of these itin- 
erant re~~c lors  the licence fee should be something like 
S50.  I am not referring to those who live i n  the island 
-thaw who live here and resort to this business so as 
to earl1 a liuelihood; Z am not s~~gges t ing  that they 
should bc further penalised i n  this Bill ;  but there are 
those Who collie here only dwii ig  the crop and fleece 
the ~ v o r l i e ~ s  and every step should be taken to have 
them under proper control. They are a illellace to 
the cou~mlmity; they perform no useful serrice, the3 
contribnte nothing to the revenue of the country be 
sides p:rying a few clollars a t  the guest honscs, they 
leap a harvest and then clear out. I suggest that the 
permal~ent  itinerant vendors and the small business 
place% shol~lrl be protected fi-on1 such people. 

'vTThen it collies to the ordinary hawlrer or ped- 
lar, T have no kno~vledge as to the reason which 
prompted the Government of 1904 to charge this re- 
gistration fee, but 1 am doubtful as to whether it 
was a clnestion of getting revenue a t  all ;  I have the 
bmpressioii that i t  xTa% a question of registration. 
Some honourable member has said that  because of 
praedial larceny i t  was necessary to have a check as 
to people who are legally entitled to  hawk articles 

along the street. It was rather amazing to me today 
to hear the hoi~onrable junior meinber for St. Peter 
speak in  terms of increasing the registration fee (C 
for hawkers. Hawkers i n  the inaiiz are poor people; 
the average hawker who sells okras or potatoes is just 
eking out an  existence. I have seen some of them 
with a few inailgoes ailcl oranges and I wonder how 
they nialie out;  the f rui t  is spoiling i n  the trays and 
I ~ l o n d e r  ho\i7 they get money to buy fresh stock aiid 
live in  the meantime. I do not think we need pena- 
lise these hawkers by increasing the registration fee 
by another shilling. If the original idea was getting 
revenue I shonlcl be glad to hear it, but the very S 

wording of the Act does seein to imply that it was 
primarily a question of a form of registration, that 
you shoulcl have people of fairly good character to  
go around and  sell articles as  against the psaedial lar 8 
crnists who ~vo~11d go around and sell articles without 
being registered ancl who 1~7ould pursue their calling 
as they like. I n  respect of this Five Year Plan the 
C-orernilient is appareiitly saying : "We will tax 
611 and sundry and  we are going to  increase the tax- ?c- 
ation on those who are already taxed." The hon- 
ourable junior illember for  St.  Peter said that  the  
Government needs this money to do needy things; 
well, you conld argue that  ad lib. You may have 
~ , e e d y  thiiigs to do in  the Five Year Plan or other 
I,lans, bnt i t  call be arznecl that you can waste this 
:11olicy. You are paying leave passages and high 
salaries aiicl if you can do those thiiigs you can allow 
a poor hawker to get her licence fo r  a shilliizg. If 
you can find monev for the one, you need not, i n  my 
opinion, further penalise the other. 

I do feel that  there is a case for  making your 
itinerant veilclor who sells cloth and all sorts of 
things, contribute to the revenue of the colony; some 
people carry on this business because they have no 
cthrr  lileaiis of employment, but they are carrying 
it on. Adniittedly they pay no trade or income tax  
and if we can get this liloney froin them I think we 
:are entitled to get i t ;  but let u s  leave out the poor 
hanker. Let us coilt i l i~~e to have her shilling as a 
legistration fee aiid if she overcharges anybody, her 
licence is there and she call be checked upon and be 
prosecuted if necessary. I ail1 of the opinion tha t  
tnis registration fee ib iiierely f o r  the purpose of 
checlring apon a hawker and not as a means of pro- 
ducing a few more dribbling shillings i n  the Treas- 
ury. What  does a few niore shillings from hawkers 
iilean to a Government which call spend $2,000 a 
year on leave passages or afford the  salaries which 
are being paid i n  the Government service today? 

There is one far ther  point. This Five Year Plan 
proposes certain new types of taxation and increases 
on existing taxation, and it is a well-kiio~vn fact that 
from some of this new taxation you are getting more 
liioiiey than you anticipated you would get when you 
leviecl the nexy taxation. Let us take the increase i n  the 
water rates, for instance; almost every taxpager to- 
dhy has foancl that his water rates are  more than whpt 
11-e were led to believe they would be by  the remarks 
which were made when the Bill was introduced here 
and supported by honourable members. Fronl the 
increase in the water rates alone you are getting 
much more than you contemplated you would get 
uncler the Five Year Plan. I presume the idea was 
to get what ~ O L I  could from the rich first and then 
the small f r y  could come i n  af ter ;  bu t  there should 
he some stocktaking as you go on. Because you \rant 
11101-e money to squander you need not necessarily go 
cn  to inflict all the taxation proposed i n  the Five 
Year Plan. I shonld be particularly surprised if the 
rerenne from the increased taxation on liquor and 
tobacco is not niore than what was anticipated in 



the Five Year P lan  and  _what i t  was anticipated 
would be collected as  a result of the legislation which 
was passed i n  this House. I n  any case, there should 
be some frequent stocktaking or check as to our fin- 
ancial position. I do submit that although i t  was 
suggested in  this famous document-the Five Year 
Plan-tha.t hawkers should pay their share of in- 
creased taxation, we need not include them today. If 
we find tha t  we need this money we can come back 
a t  them, bu t  give them a chance now. 

Mr. ALLDER : Unlike some of the Vestries, I 
feel tha t  we, as the representatives of the people, 
should show a greater sense of responsibility and 
levy taxation equitably, not partially or p~~ni t ive ly .  
Because of the pressure which sollie merchants in  
Bridgetown have been bringing to bear on the Gov- 
ernment to take action against itinerant traders, 
which action, i n  part ,  is necessary, we have a Bill 
like this which involves Barbadians who are unable 

S to bear any increase in  their licence fees. Some time - 
ago when there u7as a large influx of Indians and 
Jews to this island for  the purpose of itinerant trad- 
ing, I brought forward a n  Address here having the 
object of limiting the iinmbei- of these people com- 
ing to this colony. A t  that  time the Government did 
not show any particular appreciation as f a r  as that 
Address 15-as concerned or as  f a r  as their responsibil- 
i ty  in handling the matter was concerned. 

However, Sir,  my Address was passed by  this 
Chamber and the then Acting Governor regarded it 
with favourable comment, but  I presume that the  
Executive comprised of the same honourable members 
who have brought down the present Bill did not feel 
that any  action should have been taken against the 
large numbers of those particular persons T V ~ O  mere 
coming here. I can well remember the hoiiourablc 
senior member for  St .  Joseph sa-ing that those people 
were coming from some country within the British 
Commonwealth, therefore, he could not take any 
action against them, and also because Barbadians 

i emigrated to countries abroad. T e l l  Sir,  those 
persons have continued to  come in  larger numbers 
and  have caused greater competition, especially since 
they have obtained business houses in  Bridgetown. 
The Government has decided now to deal with them, 
not by refusing them entry bu t  by imposing taxation 
on those carrying on businem. Everybody realises 
that these people can afford to pay  the increased 
taxation i n  this Bill, but  by your doing so, you are 
adopting a policy i n  the same manner %as if you 
had a dozen useful things i n  one container and be- 
cause two become bad, you decide to throw away the 
container with all  of them. Tha t  is bad legislation. 
W h a t  are you doing to  get r id  of these conple of 
strangers whom you are saying is fleecing the public ? 
What  you are doing is going to injure a lot of honest 
Barbadians who cannot get employment but are fight- 

. J 
ing to eke out a living i n  this respect. There are  
hundreds of Barbadians who because they cannot 

* get employment bu t  have previously accumnlateci :; 

couple of dollars, who buy a little merchandise with it 
aiid take i t  around on cycle o r  by motor car to people 
to  get a little profit f rom it. Many of them take 

0 
around their goods on foot. When you pas? thib 
Rill to impose a licence of $50, you are not imposing 
i t  only on the few strangers but also on a lot of Rar- 
hadians who have started to do the saine sort of thinq 
and I believe tha t  you c10 not desire to hur t  thes,? 
poor Barbadians bp this tax. I hare often liearc! thc 
~ t a t e m e n t  that i t  is better to a l l o ~ ~ r  a thonwncl guilty 
permns to go free than to punish one innoccnt person. 
You are acting contrary here. Tn your trying to 

b d  tax a conple of Jews, Syrians and Inclians, SOU are 
injuring hundreds of Barbadianr. 

Sir, it 21 not a question that because you see a 
Barbadian salesnian drlvlllg i n  a lllotor car that  his 
business is a flourishing one. I t  inay be to the con- 
t rary.  Many times, their inotor cam have to be 
talien away in  order to pay their debts. What  is 
more is that they are doing a good job. They have a 
system of clothing hundreds of agricultural workers 
n7ho would not be able to pu t  on proper clothes but  
for  that systein. Everybody lmows that  because Barba- 
dian workers are poor, ilobody is ~vi~lliiig t o  credib 
them-not eve11 with a cent in  biscuits. Not one of 
these poor workers can coilze i n  Bridgetown aiid get 
suflficient credit to pnrchase a shirt .  To get credit 
in  Eridgetov-11, yoa have to be a n  established persol1 
of the comnituiity. These salesmen take their mer- 
chandise to the country districts and credit these poor 
workers with the goods. \IThen they do so, they do  
not know whether they will get all  the money back. 
Often, these salesmen are robbed. Although these 
~ a l e ~ i n e n  do not have the means of opening a store 
i n  Broad, Swan or Roebuck Street, the Governmenh 
still collects taxes from them for  they purchase a 
motor car to carry on their vending. When they 
use their car, the Governnient collects taxes by way 
of custo~ns duties on oil a n d  gasolene. You must 
look a t  both sides of a case. 

I a111 SJ-mpathetic with the remarks made by the 
honourable s:nior inenlber fo r  St.  Philip on behalf 
of hawkers around the streets. If Government 
wants nloiiey, it should look to proper sources 
which are  capable of bearing a n  increase in 
taxation. Goveri~nient should not t r y  to inlpose 
further taxation on a n  already miserly section of 
the comninnity. Sir,  when you see a woman with a 
tray, the contents of i t  does not exceed a dollar. It 
is not uii l~sual to see tha t  woman sitting for sixteen 
to twenty-four hours in  the  hope of selling out the  
stock. I am sure tha t  many honourable members i n  
this Chamber ~ d o n l d  not like to be out a s  late o n  
nights as  these ~voinen who sit around hawking their 
wares. There inust be something which drives them 
to work for  so long hours without adequate co!.n- 
pen~at ion.  These people work for little because their 
turnover is a small one. It does not permit then1 
to go home and enjoy a good meal. \{'hat I ~ ~ o u l d  
advocate to the Government, a s  I have clonet i n  t h e  
past, is to explore the possibilities of the several 
other avenues from which it can get the increased 
taxation it wants and tax  tha t  source. 

How much lilore money can Government get 
from these poor, half-starved hawkers around the  
streets? I f  t h e ~ e  are  200 women hawkers around 
the streets of Bridgetown, the shilling more 15~liich 
you are going to impose on them would bring to the 
Government a n  amount of taxation negligible as  re- 
gards  to  the  increased hardship which it ulould im- 
pose 011 those people. I ~17ould like to know what  kind 
of administrators is the  members of this Goveriiment. 
They do not weigh the pros and  cons, or the nlerits 
and  demerits of a case. They do not consider these) 
things. I f  they did, they TT-ould not bring i n  this 
Bill. Sometime ago, I brought in  a n  Address i n  this 
place asking Governmei~t to send down legislation to  
tax the luxurious yachts and pleasure craft  which 
lie off the Aqnatic Club ailcl whicah the Police have to  
nlaintain vigilance over. Those yachts cost b ~ t w e e n  
cE1,OOO and 85,000. Thc so-called Socialiiti in this 
Chamber sag they (.annot tax those yac.ht\ hec~nuse 
t h ~  owners of them ca1111ot bear fur ther  tasation; 
but this (+orernment is a\l;iiig a woinan n it11 50 cents 
in rottcll limes i n  a t r q -  to pay a shilling 1:1or~ for 3 

Ticenc>e! This Go~eruineiit  is saying -o 11-11en it; 
I r ~ f u s e s  to tax the luxnries of the rich who vi~n afford 
I to pay fur ther  taxation. I would have preferred to  
' see Govern~ncnt if i t  wanted inore revenue to have 



brought in a Bill to tax golf balls autl golf stick< o. 
expellsirc) fishiilg taclile. 

Another thing. If the C;orenlnlent ~ i a l l t s  illore 
revenue I can tell it5 illembers where to get i t  frolc. 
Goveriiinent can get increased rents froin those people 
ings. hIa.ny of theill live i n  those Government buil5- 
ings while a t  the sanle time they o ~ v n  honaes ~vl~icln 
they rent out for  much more than what they pay 
Of course, 1 ail1 fullj- aware that OLI are going to 
say that  you have recently illcreased those rents. 
B u t  by what percentage haye you increased them! 
What  are those people paying a\  co~npared with w h a ~  
they are collecting froin other people who rent tbei: 
houses"! Arc the rental agreemcJnt:, for properties 
of the Governnlent coizzparablc 1~1th the rental agree- 
ments of private persons who rent out their proper- 
t ies? No. There is no coinparison a t  all. \lTell 
then, let the Government p u t  the renth of its 
properties almost to the basis of siinilar properties 
owned by private persona. Government refuse to 
ask for more rent for its propqtie:, which i t  shoulcl 
receive but  wants the ordinary Tvomaii with a tray 
to pay 100% on the tax which she is a t  present pay 
ing. Certainly the Government can be more sym- 
pathetic to these people who walk around with a load 
on their head. These people are not sitting down 
i n  comfortable chambers as sonic Izonourable lnenlbers 
waiting for  a client to come i a  to charge a fee. Thdv 
hawkers have to walk froill house with heavy loads on 
their heads to  eke out a l i ~ i n g .  1 sec tnany of these 
women hawkers passing my door at  5 o'clock in  the 
morning on their way to the City. Sollie hop lorries 
as agile as  men in order to get to t o ~ v n  clnickly ~ i t h  
their wares. l say it is 811 well and good to bc 
governors but i t  takes a lot; more than that to be good 
administrators. 

Sir, you may bring i n  legislbtion which will b~ 
passed by this House but  before you bring it in y o ~ l  
~ h o u l d  consider whether i t  is passed by  this House 
if i t  will work a hardship on any section of ithe com- 
munity. This Bill if passed bp this  House will work 
a hardship on a section of the community. It is  
l a u ~ h a b l e  to hear that  Governinent is increasinp thL " 
licence fee of hawkers because it wants niore mopo! 
The amount which will accrue to  Gorernnleizt by  P(, 
doing will be small but the imposition will c r e d t ~  s 
great hardship. 

.I hope the Government Bench will take into con- 
sideration ithe coinmeiits made by the honourable 
junior member for  Christ Church on this amendment 
t o  the  Act which states tha t  every person deeirous of 
exercising the trade o r  calling of a hawker o r  ppdlar 
o r  itinerant vendor shall i11 every year apply to the 
Accountant General and  o n  presentation of a certis- 
cate of good character signed by ]two known and 
respectable persons and  pn payment of a fee shall be 
registered. Like the honourable member, lily f e e l i ~ g ~  
on this matter are similar. Z canndt understand th4. 
leason for  all of this certificatic)n. If a person comn~its 
himself, the law is thcrc and invariably, he will pap 
the penalty if he is found guilty. I n  the course of m:. 
daily pursuit. I zm worried b y  butchers who altho~~iyii 
they were butchers for  the past 20 to 25 years innot 
gat, m y  signature in  order to  renc3\v their licence. 1 
feel that  is wasting time, not o n l ~ -  the tilile of t h r  
people who make the reconlmendatioll but of the high- 
salaried Goveriimeiit servant who looks into the matter 
xvell as that of the butcher. All that  i t  does is  to make 
t h e . p a r t i c ~ ~ l a r  person subseruient to the person ~ ~ h o  
certifies fo r  him. That should not be so. You shoult? 
not do things that will compel people to  remain in :i 
s e n i l e  position. HOTV do 1 know when a blltcher 
comes to me for a recommendation that  his cllaractpv 

is good! &Iany ,times 1 g i ~ e  the man a r e c o m e n -  
c!aci~on b e c a u ~  1 k11o1\~ tha t  if l do not give him, 
i;e x i l l  not be able to pursue his honcst calling. 
lT113- ssliould you force butchers to  gat this certifica- 
tjon l i feel it is anilecessary and  I am surpris?? 
that the present Gloverii~nent with its so-called 
socialist outlook is still perl?ert~tating this sort of 
thing. 11s I understand it hawkers were able pre- 
viously to go to the Treasury at their leisure, pay 
.l shilliilg ancl gat a licence. Now this Government 
which talks of the  dignity of the individual, whoever 
Ile may be, IS stipulating that a person cannot go to 
tile Treasury and  take out a license unless thait person 
grts two cliscreet persons to recommend him. 

Sir, this bit of legislation is nonsensical and 
useless in  a progressive day like this. The present 
Boveriii~leilt should not insert i t  on the Statute Book. 
I gi1.e notice now t h a t  at the proper time, I will move 
the deletion of this sub-clause. Maily tinies thew 
people just worry businessn~en who are some~tiines 
too busy to attend tc, them. As a result, these people 
are  iii\sulited \.cry often in getting this uiinecessar-i 
certification. I ail1 hoping therelore that  this sub- 
clause will be deleted ancl that  ithe Government would 
sec the folly i n  this suggestion. I a m  also hoping 
that honourable members would see the wisdom in my 
pressing for this deletion. 

Mr.  BRANCKEK entered the Honse and tool; his 
scat while Mr. ALLDER was spealring. 

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Deputy Speaker,-I beg to 
rrlove that this House be now adjolrriied fo r  half an 
h m r .  

Mr. MILLER seconded khe motion which was 
agreed to and Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjot1rlled the 
House accordingly. 

R E P L I E S  LAID 

On resumption, 
Dr .  CTTMMINS: Mr. Deputy S ~ e a k e r ,  I a m  

taking this opportuliity it,o lay replies to Questiolz No. 
21 standing i n  the name of the honourable junior 
inenlber for  St.  Lucy. 

GOVERXMENT NOTICE 

Mr. ADAMS: Sir,  l am asking leave to give 
ndtice of a resolution which unfortunately was not 
available earlier in  the day. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
hoiiourable member. 

Mr. ADAMS : ' L  beg to  give notice of the  follow 
ing Resolution :- 

IIesolution Yhat the sum of one thousand six 
hullclred and  forty dollars be granted from the Public 
Treasury and placed a t  the disposal of the Governor- 
in-Executive Com~niti t~e to supplement the Estimates, 
1953--54, P a r t  l-Current, as shown in  the S u p p l c  
tary Estimates, men 1953-54, No. 16. 

Dr.  CUMMTNS: Mr. Deputy Speaker. I ask 
leave [to include this resolution of which notice has 
ji& been given with the two other resolutions of 
chich notice was giren earlier i n  the  day. 

There being no objection, Ieavc was g r a d e d  the 
honourable member. 

Mr. DEPTTTY S P E A K E R  : When the House was 
adjourned i t  was giving consi4eration to ,the Bill in- 
tituled an Act lto aniend the Hawkers Registration 
Act, 1904. The hononrable senior member fo r  Christ 
Chi~rch moved the adjollrllrnent and is at liberty to 
address the House. 

MT. TALMA : Mr. Deputy Speaker, While 
zgreeing with many of Ithe remarks made by certain 
honourable members of the Opposition, more espec- 
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ially n i th  that of the Leacler of the Opposition, who 
ih my colleague, yet I would like to rnake the following 
oLservations. The intervention by Assyrialls, Jews 
ancl Indians in business ill this place has brought relief 
t . ~  111a11?; poor persons in the coui~try distridts and has 
taught inany people of this conntry to be thrifty. 
But with all that, I still agree that these itinerant 
traders or vendors should pay their due portion of 
taxation so as to subscribe to the General Revenue of 
the c.olony. The attempt to rnake it burdensome or es- 
cessive, in nly vie~v, is unfair. I say iehat for thq 
simple reason that Barbadians are found all over the 
v-orld and in many cases they are doing well. I n  
view of that, we i n  this Chamber should not be p e w  
mindrtl, nor should JTP try to cramp healthv 
competi,tion. 

If as has been suggested in ,this Bill, the itinerant 
 endo or is called upon to pay,a fee of $50 or a propor- 
tionate park, for the number of nloriths he would be 
actually trading in the colony, that c m  hardly bt: 
ternled unreasonable or excessive, but I will suggest 
that if that trader or vendor is actually doiniciled 
ill the coloiiy, and carrying on a staunch business, he 
should not be called nlron to pay this sort of tax, but 
should be regarded as a local trader and should piay 
the same tax as is imposed on local traders. What 
I wranlt to stress is thaf those foreign traders ~vho 
have been granted the right to live here and have 
n:ade Barbados their lionle ~l iould be regarded j11 

like inailner as loca! Barbadian traders a i d  no exces. 
sive fee which xtrould bar thrift and competition 
sllould be imposed on them. I n  this respect, 1 also 
think of the hundreds of Barbadians who are also 
trying to eke out a living by peddling and doing 
itinerant trade. 1 believe that the imposition of a 
fee of $50 to be paid in one instalment might 
cause a hardship and I mould suggest that it 
could 'be paid in two instalments. I therefore hope 
the honourable Leader of this House ~ ~ ~ o u l d  take 
this point in view. We sho~lld never t ry  to throw 
dozens of people who are \trying to employ themselves 
out of business nor should we prevent them from 
practising thrift. I am afraid that if ithis Bill is 
passed as i t  is so that lthe itinerant vendor mould br 
called upoil to pay his licensing fee of $50 a t  one time, 
~izany of them would go out of business and a grave 
hardship would be done to them and all those peoplt? 
whom we are trying to help. 

There is another point to my contention. I hope 
that my suggestion would not be taken to mean 
that the shopkeeper who pays his trade tax  shoulti 
pay anything further. The small itinerant vendor 
who will be called upon to pay a licensing fee of 
$50 may be paying more than the small shopkeepor 
who is carrying on a comparable business, but while 
this may be so, we should not strive to drive any- 
body out of business. We therefore should be very 
careful in what we do with respect to this phase of 
the situation. 

In  so f a r  as  the hawkers are concerned, I know 
i t  is very easy to make a vote-catching speech but 
I do not intend to do so now; I will attempt to do 
something which I consider to be of a constructive 
nature. I do not consider that this Chamber is a 
proper place to make vote-catching speeches. As 
this Bill sets i t  out, the fee hawkers are called upon 
to pay is a registration fee. That means that  it is 
a nominal fee for registration purposes. It is a fee 
which is paid not merely to collect revenue but to 
check on the people in the business and to exert a 
certain measure of control over them, if necessary, 
for the benefit of the community. This nominal 
fee has been increased from 24 cents to 48 cents. 

It works out to four cents per month so that  this 
increase can hardly be termed unreasonable. M- 
though i t  may be termed a 100% increase, yet it 
must be borne in mind that  the wages of almost 
everybody have increased more than 200% since 
the time when hawkers were called on to pay a 
registration fee of one shilling. This increase to 
forty-eight cents is not exorbitant, therefore, there 
is no point to get in here and make people believe 
you are sympathetic to hawkers by saying that  this 
increase is exorbitant when in  t ru th  and in  fact tha t  
is not the case. We should not expect one class of 
people to gay  all the taxes. If the person of a small 
income is made to pay something within his reach, 
he should be proud to contribute his little some- 
thing so as to justify his citizenship and to realise 
that i t  is contributed for  the pnrppse of his enjoy- 
ing some benefits from it. 

3Ir. Deputy Speaker, I think I have covered all 
the points which I wanted to make and I hope tha t  
Government will pay some attention to them. 

Mr. MILLER : Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am just 
worried on one or two points. I feel perfectly sure 
that  it is an oversight when this Government in- 
serted in this Bill that  every person desirous of 
exercising the trade or calling of a hawker or pedlar, 
or itinerant vendor shall in eve r j  year apply to the 
Accountant General and on presentation of a certi- 
ficate of good character signed by two known and 
respectable persons and on payment of the fee shall 
be registered. I believe this may be a good thing 
for itinerant vendors who have to secure a hawker's 
licence for the first time but I think i t  is unnecessary 
to do so afterwards. I hope Government will give 
some attention to this sub-clause. I believe it is a n  
oversight and I feel some amendment should be 
made to it. 

With regard to the question of the itinerant 
trader or vendor paying a registration fee of $50, 
I feel quite strongly about it. I agree with what 
the Leader of the Opposition said about it and am 
satisfied that  his attitude and approach to the ques- 
tion was the correct one. 

NOW, 16th regard to the question of hawkers 
having to pay a shilling more to obtain a licence to 
sell their goods, I have Listened carefully to some 
lively speeches by honourable members on it, 
especially that of the honourable senior member for  
St. John. He referred to these people a s  humble, 
weary traders. He really tried to make honourable 
inembers view these people sympathetically when 
he said so, but is there any justification for  his 
statement? Let us examine the case of the bread 
cart man. He is a hawker and pays a shilling for  a 
licence a t  present yet he is a man capable of earning 
$20 a week from this calling to support his family. 
Then there is the hawker who sells potatoes with a 
niule cart. He too is only asked to pay a shilling ta 
register for  his employment. So too is the fish ven- 
dor and the other petty vendors. Now, these people 
are asked to pay an  increase of a shilling, and the 
48 cents which they will now be asked to pay an- 
nually for  a licence is less than one cent per week. 
Can you say with any justification that this fee is 
unreasonable? No. It is unreasonable for  any hon- 
ourable inenlber to get on the floor of this House and 
say that i t  is asking too much to ask a hawker to 
pap less than one cent a week to be recognised as a 
trader. It is 1-educing that type of trader to somc- 
thing cheap and lower than what he is. A s  I have 
said, many of those hawkers take care of families and 
take care of them well. If we are responsible mem 
bp74 nf this community, we should not refer to these 
hawkers as people who are unable to pay one cent 
a \\reek to be registered as a trader. 



Sir,  I am nothing to do with whether a n  itiner- 
an t  vendor or t rader  is a n  Indian, Jew, Assyrian or 
Barbad~aii .  T\Tl~at I am concerned with is whether 
this type of vendor can pay $50 for a licence. I11 my 
 vie^-, 1 will say: Yes. I do feel however that  the 
fee could be divided to be paid in  two instalments. 
I do agree that these traders are doing a good joS 
by taking their stock of goods to the country ancl 
dishing it o ~ ~ t  on easy payment terms. There is 113 

doubt that whererer you see canes and sugar fac- 
tories, jou  are bound to see inzpoverished people 
and to sell those people goods on easy payinents can 
help thrm to  get something but  you cannot lose sight 
of the firct that aillong those vendors are the cruel, 
savage ones who exploit the people. I feel these itiner- 
an t  vendors can pay a registration fee of $50. IL 
is not a question tha t  you will be penalising then) 
whel~ J or1 ask theill to pay that ainount. I believ<> 
t h y  can pay even $100. As I have said, these itiii- 
erant ~endors,-some of them,-are doing a good 
job. T11c.y go around by motor transport o r  inotor 
cycle to collect a shilling and that entails sollie ex- 
pense but it nlu5t be 1-emembered that these v?nclors 
do not have to pay rent, light or water rates for  
business prc~mises as other traders do, and  obvious- 
ly, these itinerant vendors compete with the other 
recognisrd traders. I ail1 satisfied that thesi. vendors 
can pa?' $50 as a registration fee. 

Before I sit clo~i-n, I will again ask Government 
to pay sonic attention again to the clnestion of ask- 
ing the<(. people to get txvo recognisecl persous in  
the co~nnilunit>- to certify thein before they can get 
a 1icenc.c. ~vhen  that itinerent vendor, pedlar or 
hawker inay be a recognis~d trader already. There 
is soincthing nTroiig with tha t  sub-clause. There is 
some nri\tal<e with the drafting of that section. 

Mr. E .  D.  MOTTLEY: Even a t  the risk of 
bringing do~vii the wrath of some honourable mem- 
bers on 111e, I am going to say a t  the outset that 
this Bill should go to Sel'ect Clommlttee. As i t  
stands. ;l carriage ancl pair of horses can be driven 
through it. Foi. some time now, there has been 
much c.orrespondenee Jn the Press with respect to 
the kewr ~oinpetitioll meted out to i~~erchiints in  
Bridgetown by these intinerant traders, therefore, 
i t  is appdrent that sonlethiny should be done about 
the 1nattc.r. As this Bill is drafted, I do not think 
that  it will meet the purpose for which i t  is re- 
quired for the simple reason that its chief aims are 
to  get some sort of revenne from traders who :'omr: 
tnto thi ,  island from foreign countries for a brirf 
period of time with their goods and others wh:, 
buy gooils in  Bridgetown a t  the  usual ~vholesale 
price or retail price leas 10 per cent. and sell for 
spot caih or by the giving of a limitrd credit. 

I think T have some experience of these itiner- 
an t  vendors becanse there are about 100 of them 
who arc rated in  St.  Michael by the St.  Michael 
V e s t y .  These vendors are not rated on ally returns 
becaase they do not submit any, but i t  i4 felt from 
the bnsinc~ss ~ v l i c h  they clo that  they can net $500 
profit a year and that is the amount on which they 
are rated. By that rating, they pay to the Parochial 
Treasnrer of St. hlichael a tax around $70 each. 
Thr  people who pap  this tax are for  the most par t  
Indians. Syrians and Jem?s and very few, if any. of 
the other people conw under that category. Why 
I suggeqt that this Rill be sent to Select Com~nittce 
is 6 e c a n ~ e  there is mothing i n  i t  to prevrnt o l ~ e  of 
these itinerant vendors taking out a trader's 
lieence anr1 having srven others to work for him. 
Of colxlqse, i t  nlay be sup-yested that there is a way 
to c i rc~unrent  that,  but  i t  is a most difficult thing 
t9 do ~rinen one of these vendors, ~ v h o  may be an  

Indian register as  a trader and  then take two, thres 
or four others with him styling them as  his. 
sons or brothers, one calling himself Rabbi Singh, 
another Jub i  Singh, and so on. There is l~o th lng  

a out a to prevent one of these venclors froni takin, 
licence and then liaving others to work for h ~ n l  and 
tha t  is why I say that a carriage and pair of 
horses can be driven through this Bill. 1 there- 
fore suggest to the Leader of this IIouse to sea 
that point-one which has given the Vestry of St. 
Micliael some difficulty already. 

It might be arguecl that all those people who 
are working for  one of those traders must be regis- 
tered. That is what I think i t  should be too, but- 
I throw out the snggestion tor  what it is worth. 1 
am only bringing the. experience which I have 
gained in  dealing with the matter to the notice 
of honourable members.? 

As f a r  as the Second Schedule of this Bill is cols- 
cerned, the honourablv ineillber i n  charge of i t  know< 
ynite well that  the items listed are just a few of the 
t!lings which thew itinerant vendors offer for  
<,ale. Thew are sevi.ra1 other things which these 
itinerant vendors offer for sale in competition 
vrith bnsiness houses in the City and because 
of that, I think this Schedule should 'be further 
considered. F o r  instance, I think that nylon and  
bilk should be included i n  the list of items. I do nor 
kl10J~ if the honourable inover of this Bill wouid 
conlend that  cotton ancl ~voollens would be sufficient 
to cover all goods in  this line. As I see it, there arc: 
many loopholes in  this Bill which I am prepared to 
draw to the  attention of honourable members if it is 
sent to  Select Cominittce. I see no  harm i n  having 
this Rill sent to Select Coinmittee and I will move 
such a motioli but with no v ie~v  of Beeping i t  back 
I ail1 sure that  deep down in  the hearts of honourable 
~~icmbers ,  they do not want to create any  hardsiillt 
on any Barbadian who want to do this kind of work 
during the rrop time. 

As I recall, the  hononra,ble senior member foi- 
St.  John said tha t  there is a n  influx of Indians ant1 
Assyrians who are cloing this type of business a n d  
I take i t  tha t  the whole iclea of this Bill is to  collect 
some rereizue from these people n7ho earn a lot o f  
nloney froill the people i n  this colonj-. and vhom I 
believe with the exception of the few who pay ., 
trade tax to the St.  Xicliael Vestry pay no tax a t  all. 
Very few of then1 pay incoine t a x ;  I do not think 
the number of thein who pay iiicoille tax will amount 
to 2 per cent. What  you find is tha t  within a period 

, of t ~ r o  or three rears thete pcople earn as much a s  
l will cover their return passages to  India and other 
1 parts  of Europe where they came from, besides being 
I eble to live i n  their way of living and  more than that, 

on their re turn here, they are able to  bring along 
one or two others with them. There seems to be no  
m a n s  of making these people pay income tax  a l -  
though :h belie7.e there should be, because of the fact 
that  those liuing in  St.  Jfichael can be found to b~ 
r'ecorded i n  the Trade List of the parish. It is therc- 
fore abnndantly clear that 6 t h  a little extra work 
a t  the Income Tax Department, these people could 
be founcl and asked to make a return. Apparently, 
i t  is not done. I do not believe tha t  any  honourable 
iiienrber would like to see anything done which ~ ~ 0 ~ 1 6  
create a hardship on anyone who is t rying to earn 
a lirelihood and that is why I urge tha t  this BilI 
should be sent to a Select Committee. I feel something 
~hoalcl be done to get revenue from those people who 
come here for  a short period and  earn a lot of monev 
and leare afterwards without contributing anything to 
the colcnr. I do agree 113th the honourable senior mem- 

! ber for  St.  John  that some come and  contribute som; 
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good to the community, bu t  you cannot lobe sight of 
the fact tha t  isome of these Indians, Jews and 
Assyrians come here with their commercial skill. 
make money, make it quickly and take it away and 
they are not the few. Mr. Deputy Spealier, I tllillk 
you would rectill one of them ~ ~ h o  was about to leave 
the colony and  on a search made of his person by 
the Police a t  the Customs, many million francs lvere 
found on him. That  man  mTas able to  gather all tha t  
money from some sort of stout and  other drinks mhich 
he made here. i 

Y Mr. Depnty Speakpr, I nil1 agrec that a Biil of: 
similar nature is absolntely ~~ecessa rv  hrranse with 
the conlmitlllents of the colony, a t  present, it is 
necessary to get revenne from every possible sowce. 

W Everybody s!lonld be made to contribute their portivi~ 
t o  the social developtnent of the colony; nobody 
should be allowed to  go 'Scotch free'. But  in seeing to 
that, me should not enact any legislation mhich would 
create any undue hardship on anyone. 1, therefore, - 
beg to m o w  that this Bill be sent to Select Conllnit- 
tee. 

DEPUTY I afraid that [ 
cannot entertain that motion a t  this point. I t  is ucnal 
To let the  second r+>adillg of the Bill t o  pass and the11 

that it be sent to C0lnniittee. I wv~lld  
like to assure the honourable senior ll1enlber for  the 
City that he will have the opportunity of moving 
that  motion after the  second reading of the Rill has 
been passed. 

Mr. SMITH: I never expected that  this Rill 
W O I I ~ ~ !  have taken SO long before parnine its se<91ld 

reading. Ho~vever, I must say something on it. I am 
not goillg to say anyt'ning against the a:rlonnts that 
s r e  set out in  the  Bill to be paid for registration be- 
c:lnse, 1 think, we all have agreed xvith this in~.easecl 
taxation mhen we passed the F i r e  Y e w  Plan. Sir,  it 
might appear to be a hieh increase when a ha~irker's 
taxation has increawri from one shillinp to t n o  shil- 
jings but when you think of it, in its right perspective, 
i t  is really only one ceut a meek that these h a w k m  
are asked to Pay and I thin" any of then1 can Pay 
that. I do not see anything oRerons in that  increase. 

Relative to the itinerant vendors. 1 am not in  
favour of inereasirig tbern from $50 to anvthing 7ilol.e 

was sugpested by son,p hononnhlr lnpmbpr These 
itinerant vendors are very helpfnl to the poor penl)le 
of this ,201mly hec,aose in their FerYi(.,, to pool- 
people, they take lot of risk. So1~~etimcs tileq- lose 
?heir money. sir lrtallv of these poor wear out 

the goods tha t  they hild bought from tncie 
vendors before they finish paT ill? for sollle 
bo not Day at all. I therefore very to 
hear this afterl1oon the honoul.able sel?ior lllel,,~el~ for 
St. John praising these vendors ho hic+Iy because. 
not long ago, he wanted Go~ernnlent  to pnc;h them 
out of business. 

Ifr ALLDER : I alnst 8 ~ T 7 e  all esplallatiol; to  
I 

that point, %fr. Deputy Speaker. The address \vhlch I 
moved in  that respect \.,as to stop t h ~ m  from c.c,rllillg 
to the island ill the llnmbcrs t l ~ a t  t l , ~ ~  Xypre arriTillg, 
but 1 do llot believe ill tryillg to get 2t thclll b? 
inlpoqing luljllstifiable rllc tasiltioll ilil- 
pcsed npoll theqe is ,lathing but a p,,llitiTP 

V 
it is goillR to aft'cct ~ ~ ~ t , ~ d i ~ ~ ~ ~  as 

Mr. SMTH: Sir,  I feel this $50 feel for rep i~ t rd -  
tion of an  itinerant vendor is quite sufficient. I am not I 
in  favour of lnakillg it one cent more because ?hr.;(' 
people are not helping themselves alone; they a te  
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see uo reason ~ v h y   on should cripl'le t!wm b~ irn- 
posing a reg~stratlon fee hlgher t11211 that  set  ou t  
111 this Bill. If I may give a n  instailce of the help 
these itinerant vendors are  to peaple 111 the country, 
l will tell you tha t  I know a woman who had 
trlplets and the only time that  she saw her  way 
to beild then1 t c ~  school was when these 
vendors Lame along and credited her with cloth. Sne 
told tllr story t ~ a t  many a day she hid i rom the 
'.coolie ' man that sold hel* the cloth because she was 
unable to pay him. There are  hundreds like her  in 
t ~ l e  countly. Sir, I say tha t  we should encourage 
tllese itliitrarlt xendors fro111 abroad and  do every- 
thing 111 our po~x-er to help them. We sbonlcl not 
tax the111 ally lllore the t  we have i n  this Bill. We 

l ~ o t  do anything to prevent them from vending 
;heir because 1f the  business people of this 
Country hacl actopted the same attitude to vending 
as these people, they mould llot have ' ~ e e ~  able to get 
ll1to the bnslness. The bu,siness people of the lsland 
left this big opelling and these itlnerant vendors 
came in  ailcl filled it. The risk they take upon them- 
selves, Lnsiiless people of this colony would not take. 
I ,vonlcl include myself as one of those people who 

llot take such risk. I will never cast one vote 
,L:ainst these foreign itinerant vendors because while 
,iley are helpillb. theInrelves, they are helpinn my poor 

Mrs. BOUR,r\'E: far as these itinerant ven- 
dors are concerned, like the honourable jullior mem- 
lJer for m r i s t  Church, I feel that Gorernrnellt is 
very ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ t  lvith then? and that they can pay more. 
I do llot quite ad oree with the remarks of the honour- 
able jullior lllelnber for St. joseph or the honourable 
Fenior lllelllber for s t .  John. hs a nlatter of fact, 
irOlll the relllarks of the holiourrtble sellior member 
f o r  the city,  these people are carrying 011 trade 
in Bridgetown are asked to pay $m bp the TTestry of 
St. 3lichnel as trade tax. I feel the Government is 
yerv lenient with the others: who do the country 
veLdillg. When you consider this lnatter carefully, 
, oLl see that these itinerant traclers are travelling - island \+le and from the amocnt vhich they charge 
cc;r their goods they are making tremendous ~ r o f i t s .  

"l1' " positioil to say that in "lrre the 
l~vofit nhich they make is i n  the vicinity of 400 or 
50.) per cellt off the goods which the?. b w T  I have 
L e e l ~ r i r i l e g e d  to be a Broad Street Store to see 
a certain Illdial1 purchasing pieces of iilaterial and 
; I " ,  further in-ivilegecl to see that  same persol1 offer- 
1i1g a piece of the same material to a 1~0111an who lives 
i e i t  door to me and he sold her a t  a price xy;hich was 
400 per vent. over that mhich i t  is sold for ill Broad 
Street. 

Sir, these foreign itinerant venilor:, may feel tha t  
they are helping the poor people b.i- sellino them 
something which they can pay for by  iastalments, 
probably stagaerecl over a year, bu t  I thillk the  
~ r o f i t s  111~cle b~ these vendors a re  out of propor- 
tion to the help which they give to these poor 
P P O P ~ ~ .  Each and eversolle of Poor people 
helps to bear one another's burdell l ~ ~ h e n  these 
vendors go aroalld and collect so llluch from one 
~ ( ~ r s o n  and  so mnch from the  other. 1 can assure 
y o t ~  that  these foreign itinerant  endo or^ get 311 
the nlolley they credit t o  these poor ,,Poplc be- 
cause the  people have snpcrstitiotls feclillgs about 
them. They feel tha t  if they do llot pal\- their 
[lebt to thoqe l~endors  tha t  something n.rong mill 

also helping the people of this country. Rcgarillcis 
of the place where these vendors buy their gooils, 
whether they buy  them i n  Bridgetown or whether 

" tl10y bring them i n  mhen they comr here. they clis- 
tribule them to these poor people a t  great rislr, and T 

happen, so those vendors lose little or nothing. I 
a m  inclined to agree with the  hononrable jnnior 
member f o r  Christ Church who said that  $50 is 
110t e l ~ o ~ l g l l  to ask those itinerant ~ e n d o r s  to p a p  
to trade. As regards to  what  the honourable sen- 
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ior member for the City said as to what those allou7ecl to land and I draw it to the attention of 
Indian traders mere rated by the St.  Michael Ves- Uorerninent with the hope that  i t  will take the 
try, 1 do not see any reason ~ v h y  those who travel matter up. 
island-wide vending should not pay a similar regis- With regards to han-lrers, i t  is alillost 50 years 
tration fee. l do not.see the reason why the par- that they were called on to pay one shilling for 
ish of St.  Michael should benefit aiid the Central 8 licence. The hawker ~1-allts the same rights and 
Gorernlnent should not benefit also from those who the sallle protection by the Police as any other 
go a r o ~ ~ i i d  vending. Those who go around do not trader. He call pLIrsLIe his calling froin January 
Collect illolley from their custonlers in St. Michael to necell~ber ~ v i t h  this licence for two shillings 
alone; they collect their money from customers accorclillg to this Bill. I t  works out to less than 
island-wide. I feel that these itinerant vendors one cellt pel- allcl I see no reason why he 
should be made to pay a fee into the Treasury. callnot pay this small fee. As the honourable sen- 
s i r ,  YOU 11luSt also take into consideration the fact ior lllelllber for St. Alldrelt~ has said, this fee of 
that the influx of these itillerallt jelldors has t,, 0 shillillgs .ivill create no hardship on all)- of 
driven inally established country iraclers in mer- 
chandise out of business. The various parishes As I have said, I rose inerely to draw atten- 
used to collect taxes from the local traders in mer- tion to this type itinerant vendor ~ v h o  
chandise but they collect nothiilg 1 1 0 ~ ~  froin these looks lilrF. a ~ ~ ~ t ~ g u e s e ,  ivho gets around in a n~otor  
foreign itinerant traders. car and just freezes poor people. 

Sir, I notice that this Bill seeks to amend the hlr. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, As the 
Hawkers Registration Act, 1904, SO I take i t  t'ui~t hollourable sellior inember for the City has said, I 
since 119'W hawkers were asked to pay one shilling too feel that this Bill should be sent to Select Coin- 
bnnually for a licence to do their business. lire 'Ir? mittee. I therefore rise to second the inotion made 
now in  1953 asking these people to pay two shillings by that honourable member. I will give niy reasons. 
and I do not feel that this increase is unreasonable Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I t  is not clear to 
at all. I f  my sister were a hawker, I would tell her l17hether I should accept this motion a t  this 
that this new fee is a small amount to Pay, particu- time. ~t ally rate, the honourable member may 
larly if you take into account the business that proceed. 
hawkers do today. A hawker came into my garden Mr. BARROW : Sir, i t  is my intention to. 
sometime ago and I sold her sollle Peppers at  secolld that motion, though m-\- reasons for doing 
cents per hundred and I was prisileged to see her so not altogether the same as those which \rere 
selling them a t  twro for three cents in Busbey Alley. put forward by the honourable senior member for  

What I would like the Government to do is tile City. ~t is my personal feeling that this mat- 
that  just as it has called on the intinerant vendor t,, is of no great urgelley because 011 all ellqniij- 

on my behalf as to the amount of revenue 
that is likely to accrue ill the Tremury from the 
change in registration fees, no answer seems to be 
forthcoming but I have been indulging in 

another nature which I shall disclose later on. 
Sir, if you put a levy of one shilling more 

011 hawkers of this island, I do not know whether 
,the aggregate amount to be received from such 
taxation would be in excess of $1,000. Thai. 
in itself is llot an can be 
ag&inst supporting this Bill .because B v e T  littie 
bit m d  I thillk, us subscribe 
the principle of everyone sharing in the 
taxation. I do not think that anyone in his right 
wnses with the exception, perhaps, of the honour- 
able senior nlenlber for St. John is going to sug- 
gest that the iinposition of an  additional shilling 
on the registration fee of a hawker is going to 
create a hardship to Pay but on the other side 
of the matter I am wondering whether the increase 
"ro"ld be of any benefit to the Government if you 
loplc a t  i t  from the point of view of printing the 
Bill for the promulgation of these taxes, the 
"hange the stamp the licence and the pur- 
chasing of a new die or dies to show that thr: 
licence has been paid by a particular person. I 
am wondering llThether all of these little things 

will have to be done to put into thr 
cahange would not ainonnt to far  above what you will 
receive from the imposition of this additional tax. 

not giving a notion One way Or the other 
but these are some of the observations which I 
feel should be weighed and I presume that some 
are weighed already. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would like to ask your 
i i ~ d ~ ~ l g e n c e  to point out that  me are amendillg the 
Hav7kers Registration Act, 1904, and to ask hen- 
ourable ~nembers whether they feel like me that 
i t  is high time that me amend the Act so as to 
preveilt these hawkers from breaking the lam,. 
No1lr, the idea of a hawker or pedlar is someone 
~ l - h ~  goes from door to door peddling or hawking 

to pay a greater fee than the hawker; so too should 
i t  make the merchant who carries on a liquor busi- I 
ness i11 Bridgeto~vn pay a greater liquor licence 
fee than the small licensed liquor dealer in the 
country. The small shopkeeper who can 0111~ sell 
a gallon of spirituous liquor a day should not be 
called on to pay the same fee for a licence as the 
big merchant in Bridgeton-n that sells gallons per 
day. This is by the way. 

Sir, I do not think I should hold up this de- 
bate any longer I am prepared to support the 
Bill. If $50 fol- a registratioll fee  for an  itinerant 
trader is thought inadequate and i t  is deleted and 
$100 substit,lted, I all1 prepared to yote for that 
amendment. 

HOLDER: sir ,  I haye listelled rather 
carefully to  the debate on this Bill and 1 lvonld 
jnst like to  to itinerant vendors. 1t is a well- 
kno~vn fact that the merchants of Barbados never 
\vent out of their may nor do thep intend to help the 
poor man to get his by similar means to the 
getup of thcsr itillerallt thereforr nhpl~ 
thehP itinerant traders came to tile islalld 
started that sort of bnsiness the>- did a good job 
and were a good help to poor people I t  illay be sa<d 
that these itinerant veildors go to Bridgetown and 

an for three and then "l1 it for 
a great deal more than that but must take into con- 
sideration the easy payment terms by which the poor 
people pay for these articles. and according to 
the honourable junior member for St. Joseph, some 

not pay at  all, Bpeauhp of that, T th~nli  that 
$50 for a registration fee for itinerant ~ e n d o r s  is 
quite good. I t  should not be more. 

What I w o ~ ~ l d  like to dram to the attention of 
Government is that there are a few itinerant trad- 
ers who arrive in the colony during the earl)- part 
of the year to sell goods during the crop time and 
leaves around .July and August. T would like to 
know if the Government can impose a special tax 
on those vendors--something like $350. Personally, 
I feel that  thep are the ones who are a menace 
to the community. I feel that thep sho~lld not be 
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merchandise. I t  is an occupation which big people 
in the United Kingdom unlike people in this coun- 
try pursue. At any rate, what I want to bring to 
your attention is that a hawker is someone T V ~ O  

goes around and who is always on the move. 
The Hawkers Registration Act, 1904, states :- 
"lt shall not be lawful for ally person 

"tered under this h t  to sit in RIlS roacl, street1 
"square, lane, or alle- for the purpose of disposillg 
"of any goods, wares, articles or merchanclise." 

Here we are for the last three hours clebating 
whether we should increase the licence for hawk- 
ers from one shilling to two shillings \rhen over 
90% of thein exercise their calling sliting i.1 thl 
 street,^, roads squares and laiies. I n  the parish of 
St. Michael, there is no place for them to go to 
prereiit them froill walking around. There is a 
lack of marli-et facilities ancl as a result, hawkers 
are forced to sit down in alleys, streets and by- 
wal-s to dispose of their goods. In my  vie^^^, most 
all the hawkers who used to go arouncl n~i th  fish, 
eggs, and things of that nature in trays llave fill- 
ished doing so. The people who buy from them 
now go to them, so you will see that these hawkers 
are forced to break the lan- by sitting 
down in alleyways, and so on, to carry on their 
calling. To the best of my knowledge, it is illegal 
for a ha~vker to vend certain articles because under 
thr Act those articles are not allowed to be taken 
around from door to door while offered for sale. 
What I want to stress to all honourable members 
is that something of far  more importance than 
what is contained in this Bill needs to be done, 
either by way of providing adequate market facili- 
ties for the consumers and the hawkers so that 
the hawkers would not need to go around. Something 
should be done to take them off the streets so that the!, 
would not break the law. There could be some amend- 
merit to theAct SO to declare (w-tain streets Or 
places market places for hawkers to vend their waTps 
If I should name a few places, Busbp Alley, Jhxter. 
Road, the Rains Chapel Street are places where 
hawkers congregate to dispose of their goods but 
according to the law-these people are forbiddkn from 
doing so. If the Police made cases of all these 
lawbreakers, thousands would be prosecuted week- 
ly. I feel a new necessity has arisen since the 
consumer is prepared to go to a place where all 
these hawkers congregate in order to get a wider 
and freer range of choice. There is the necessity 
for lnarlret plaees for these hawkers. The mar- 
ket places would also facilitate the collectioii of 
taxation from these ha~vkers, 

The secolld point Tvhich I Tvould lilie to bring 
to ,.he notice of this is that I Pnt,irely agree 
with the honourable senior member for st. philip 
when he pointed out that itinerant velldors fall 
into two or more distillet categories. ~ l t h ~ ~ g h  
aliens form the greater part of the people in this 
calling, )-et thereare Barb:zdians-and the Barbadian 
womaxLfolk too-who go either walking 
or by motor vehicle, p r su ing  this business. We 
h w e  a resident populatioll of aliens-using that 
word in its widest sense-~vho have made their 
homes in Barbados and are carrying on this sort 
of busiiiess in stores in Bridgetown and are con- 
tributing to the island by paying trade tax and 
employing local workers. We have here also a 
second class of foreigner 1~~110 visits the island sea- 
solially. 1 want to say right non- that 1 am not 
carried away by anything which anybody might 
say ullseeinly about Indians, Jews or Assyrians be- 
cause I believe that those people have better char- 
acteristics than the average-typed Barbadian, Trini- 
dadiaii or West Indian for that matter. This prac- 
t i ~ p  Of exploitation is no more inherent in a Jew, 
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Assyrian or Indian than in a Barbadian, Trinidadian 
or West Indian for that matter. It is purely a 
characteristic of an individual depending more or less 
On the person's environment. Some people in the big- 
gest inetropolitan countries reach the most skill in it. 

We are faced with the fact that there are certain 
traders who come to this island only when money is 
rirculatillg; that is some indication of their business 
,c,lnen. These people are not subject to the pay- 
rlent of trade tax because they are never here for 
th,. Vestries to (.atch up them slid they tend to 
give shorter conditions of than the itinerant 
I r lldor ~ h o  is resiclent in the island will give. They 
p1.e by reputation-I eannot say I can prove it- 
lA,oI.r in their dealings m-ilh their cLlstomers 
tiiaii the Indians. I n  the neighbouring colony of 
Grenada they legislation which imposes 
on proplc of that nature something like $100 before 

can start 
Mr. DEPTJTY SPEAKER: I do not think that 

t!~at applies to itilicrant vendor.; that applies to 
rigit% 

Mr. BARROW: I speak subject to correction, 
but I think you will find that that provision has been 
made to apply to the people of the description I have 
in mind. 1 an1 not in favour of excluding any 
itinerant trader from coming to this island seasonally 
or otherwise, provided that he conforms to all the 
immigration formalities and comes up to the require- 
ilients as regards character and so on. I certainly 
think we could fix the licence fee for itinerant traders 
in different categories and make the tax much higher 
<or those people who have not got to pay any trade 
tax. 

I do not see my way to subscribe to the suggestion 
,,F the honourable senior member for St. Andrew 
that mre should take out more than $50 from the local 
resident people; I do not think that there is one 
Broad Street merchant who has to pay out 25% of 
Lis profits in the form of a trade tax plus licence or 
cr~mpanies tax. If, as the honourable junior member 
for St. Joseph and other honourable members have 
pointed out, these people are performing some kind 
cf to sections of the rural community in this 
colony. T do not see any reas011 why we should penal- 
ise the local psident itinerant trader. 

1 am not going to have any pity for the merchants 
in Broad Street or in any other part of Bridgetown. 
i:efore the trade of itinerant vendors became popular 
in this island any merchant in Broad Street, if the 
necessity existed for giving long-term credit and 
taking goods to the consumer rather than waiting for 
the agricultural worker who drew his wages on Friday 
or Saturday to cone into town an2 purchase, could 
have done those things. If that iiecessity existed I 
s ~ b m i t  that the merchants have not come out and 
dolie what 1 understand they are doing now. If a 
"an is foolish enough to Pay $40 spread over a 
period of five years fot something which he could 
get much cheaper, that is his business; that is a 
question cd a private contract and you cannot prevent 
l'eople fl'om buying any commodity on such terms 

the?' think fit. The Broad Street Inerchant or 
'the' m-*chants in Bridgetown must put better credit 
f'xilitiea at the disposal of the people. I do not think 
that the fiiiger of moral indignation should be pointed 
at anyone who goes out and gets profit on a free con- 
tract. Tf a person prefers to buy a $60 suit from an 
itinerant trader rather than from a Broad Street 
merchant the Broad Street merchant should 

thp last person to drag morals into this mattex 
becal~w~ it  is a question of a private contract; that 
person buys that suit because it gives him a feeling 
of seLf-respect. If the Broad Street rnerchant can 



offer 'aetter credit facilities do not tell me that the 
average worker would not go into Broad Street and 
buv his goods. When the Chamber of Cominerce 
drag morils into this niatter I think they are expos- 
ing their own lack of initiative, because they should 
h e ~ e  extended their credit system island wide. The 
n,;iole position in  Barbados is  that  when you go into 
a, store i11 Broad Street the people there think they 
are doing you a iavour i n  selling you something; they 
will carry on their conversation and unless you shout 
a t  them and say : "Get me bo ancl so" you will have 
to wait for  a lo~ ig  time.  he general attitude is Ithat 
tliese people ore doing you a favour to sell you some- 
thing; if the dnlployers were not making too much 
money already they ~vonld change these einployees 
and having reached the extent of the market in Bridpe- 
town they would zo to the country and p u t  credit 
facilities a t  the disposal of the people there. I do not 
~ ~ a i l t  anybody to appeal to me that  it is a n  immoral 
thing to go out and charge 300% on the price of an  
commodity which you can get cheaper in Broad Street, 
i t  is not only people like me but the man in  the street 
1,ith whom I partly associate myself, who is begin- 
ning to notice that the people in Broad Street, think 
they are doing you a favour when they sell you 
something. 

My last point is this: Sub-clause (4)  of Clause 
2 says this :- 

L L Every person registered as a hawker or pedlar 

shall exercise hic trade or call i i~g i n  respect of all or 
any of the articles set out in the Firs t  Schedule t o  
this Act  and not otherwise." 

Then a list of iteins is set out in the first Sched- 
17.1~. I do not believe i n  that kind of legislation a t  
ell. We are not on~iziscient; we rannot possibly sit 
down and think of all the ~on1morlities which a hawker 
might want to sell. There is a well-known rule that 
if you set out certain things which a hawker might 
sell and a person sells anything else, he will be ex- 
cluded from that classification. You have these 
items set out i n  this Schedule ; potato slips and onions, 
for  instance, are iiot included in  the general Clans? 
and  you may find a inan selling these iteins and he 
could say:  "I do co t  come under the classification G! 

a hawker." Another inan may be selling knife boards 
~ : n d  I could sit dow11 aiid write out a list of itenls 
which are  iiot set oa t  i n  this Schedule. If you c10 
sot remember evei-ythiiig you s h o ~ d d  iiot put any- 
thing i n  the Bill; if you sell a flashlight you :ire not 
a hawker, and  exercise books, pencils and slates are 
not included in  this Schedule. The items set out in 
this Schedule are:  

Bread, Cakes, Mauloy, Vegetables, Frui t ,  Confec- 
tionery, Poultry, Fish, Tce Cream and Ices, Soaps, 
Candies, Ribbons, Laces, Buttons, Pins, Threads, 
Needles, Combs, Toothbiushes, Toothpaste, Tooth- 
powder, Spoons, Straiiiers, Shoe polish, Boot ancl Shoe 
Laces, Cigarettes, Matches, the products of local 
handicrafts, and any liclaor ~ o t  being a spirituon: 
liquor not containing a n y  admixture of any spiritn- 
ous liquors. 

Only the people who sell those items are hawkers 
everybody kno~vs that hawkers s:ll a lot nlore thing? 
tllaii those which are enunlerated in  this Firs t  Sched- 
nle. 

When i t  coines to i t inrrant traders it ir felt thai 
tilev only sell cotton. v-oollrn and other piece goodt; 
and garlnents of a n r  other kincl \~hatsoevrr othel 
that1 those spccifird in the Firs t  Schednle. Tf  ?on 
say  that the importatioii of tin, copper alid lracl ii 
~ r o h i b i t r d  in Barbados, that doe., not inclnde gold 
r l a t i n ~ ~ n i  and silver. I want to iiialre lnvself t lear 
if poll say that the iinportation of till, copper and lea; 

you do not say ally other metal is prohibited 
that  would not include gold and silver. 

Mr. DEPUTY S P E A K E R :  I feel that  the hon- 
curable inember has said sufficient to indicate what -+ 
he means. 

Mr. BBRROW : 1 an1 just giving certain pointers 
as  to why I feel tha t  this 8111 should be referred to a 
Select Committee. If you p u t  cotton, woollen and linen 
articles i n  the Schedule that would not mclude silk. 
and that  means that a man could sell sllk wlth impun- 
i ty  ; that provision woul& include everything of the 
nature of cotton, ~vool and linen, bu t  no provisiol~ 
would have been made for  materials like nylons, rayonr 
and so on, \vhich are  being brought into the market 
from day to  day. I think it should be ma,de specific i n  
the Act tha t  if you a re  selling any of these materials 
you are a n  itinerant trader and you must pay the 
licence fee. I t inerant traders also sell perfumes and 
perfumes are not included i n  either of these Sched- 
1:les; as a inatter of fact, there are some itinerant 
trader, who manufacture perfumes and essences and 
sell them to shopkeepers. It is fo r  the reasons I 
have enumerated that  I think this Bill should be re- 

W 
Cured to a Select Committee; 1 have not been talking 
out of sheer frivolity or for  the amusement of hon- 
cwrable members. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I have listeired to  many 
speeches in connection with this Bill and they have 
been political speeches in  the main. The majority of 
honourable members have collie down on the side of 
the itinerant vendor; sonie honourable members agree 
that he should be charged what i t  is proposed to 
charge hiin for his licence and  others agree that  he 
should be charged more, but the hawkers are a sub- 
stantial number of people aiid you cannot pass legis- 
lation affecting a substantial nninber of people who 
I-.ave pu t  honourable members here. F o r  the benefit 
of' honourable members who have done some research 
and fo r  those who have iiot done any research, I will 
reinind them that  a t  the beginning I said tha t  this 
v a s  a niatter which was considered i n  the light of 
the Five Year Plan and taa t  what the Government 

1 lrad before i t  was the policy of building District 3 
P!Iarkets. I n  the Five Year P lan  honourable mem- 
Lers will see that  the Government has earmarked the 
hum of $160,000 fo r  the erection of these Markets. 
STThen the honourable senior member fo r  St.  George 
said that we are not paying attention to  these neces- 
sary things he was not taking things i n  the t rue  
prerspective. The Eagle Hall  Market is a beginning; 
we are not originating anything to-day when we say 
that we propose to increase these fees fo r  hawkers 
and 1 do not know whence anybody could get the 
suggestion that, the Goverliment has proposecl this 
Bill on inoral grounds. Itinerant vendors are charg- 
ing peopl! three times the amount fo r  which they buy 
comn~ocl~ties and the Goverlinlent is now proposing 
thih increased licence fee i11 respect of these people; 
tile Go~eriirneiit~s position is that you cannot tax the 
~ e o p l e  whose business you cannot see and you find i t  
difficnlt to charge these itinerant vendors. Is it fa i r  

]I I that Tome people can trade and pay no taxation 
whereas other people are paying taxes? 

The honourable senior ineinber fo r  St.  Philip 
x5ailtecl to show where, in  the first instaace, i t   as a I 

U (!nestion of registration i n  respect of hawkers; but 
\vheii you register you still have to pay a fee for 
registration. Even doctors have to pay a registratioll 
fee ; i t  is ollly the lawyers IT-ho get away in  this island. 

RIr. CRAIITD'ORD : On a point of order. I did 
]lot sax- that people should be registerec! f ree;  I em- 
phasized that  the c~nestioa of r ~ g i s t r a t i o l ~  Tyas from 
t he ~ o i n t  of riew of having your liallle there ill col?- 

I tradistinc.tion to what the hono~lrable nlelllber said 
about the having heell introduced from I the  point of view of getting fees. 
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Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I said a t  the begillliiiig aroulld; what is wrong with this  provision? It is 
I 

t i ~ a t  I cannot say what was the reason for  registra- i 111)rmal for  s person to  have a certificate of good 
tion i n  1904 because I was not on the scene then;  I 
said tha t  this increase i n  fees has arisen out of the  
Five Year Plan of Development and Taxation. I 
said that  the Government was proposing this Bill as 
a means of raising revenue; I will point out to the 
honourable member that  the question of registration 
is still connected with the fee because a medical pi*ac- 
titioner still has to pay a registration fee of a guinea. 
'?here are other fees which this House has to consider; 
i t  is not the intention of the Government to bring 

I) forward all its taxation proposals a t  one time because 
v-e must have the set u p  to deal with that. 

As to  what the honourable junior ilieinber for  
~ t .  ~ e o r g e  and others have said, let us exainille the 
position. quite dispassionately. How call go11 begill 
to talk about a poor hawker I I lmow sonletkinig a'bout 

income of soille of those hawkers; there are ulen 
who push bread carts and who work for colisiderable 
inconles. The registration fee is less than n:~e cent 
a week and you call consider what a haniier pays t. 
SO to Kensmgton when intercolcnia! matches are 
being played there; he pays Illore thaii two shillings. 
People have to pay i11 consideratio~l of the services 
they enjoy. I see that the honourable senior inernbc \ 
fo r  St. Philip has tabled a n  Address relative to a cc;ln 
prehensive of Trhicll elltall 
the provision of a large sunl of illoiiey per year ;  
can you not realise that the Government lleeds ever) 
F.enllL. it call pet from every source? ( M ~ .  C R A ~ $ ~ -  

: w h a t  about leaye passages ?) ~l~~ poillt is 
that  no hoi~onra'ble nlember in  this Chamber can s-ry 
that a hardship is being created 011 h a ~ ~ l i e r s  when the 
j egistration fee is less than a cent a To say 
tilat a hawker cannot sell her oranges is no argument 
because if yon go to Baxters Road you can see a. 
lot of empty rum shops but the licellce fee is 510 
per  annnm. I go fu r ther ;  I know a nlail will buy a 
l.icycle for  about $90 so as  to hawk fish, and can you 
Lay tha t  such a man Who has to pa>- 2/- a year 3 b  2 - 

\, licence fee is a t  a disadvantage when a fishinonger 
today Pays more than 2'- i n  order to sell fish in  the 
market? TiThen you hear this outcry as if the Gov- 
c~.nnlent is bringing down some weiyht on the 
hawkers, hon. illembers will see that that is llot so; 

i '~a:a,ter before he can be employed; a re  you doing 
a per-on a:lj hardship if you make this provisiono! 
1 cniillot see that. I f  a boy is sitting the Barbados 
Pcholarship he has to  present a certificate of good 
character. 

The honourable senior member for  St. J o h n  is 
Ls;,lons fol us.llg every p~ilosophlcal renderlng he 
,,, but Jvhen you bring him down to earth 
J-oLl ,vlll fillcl that he lllakes the sanle speech he always 
,,,! ,,,. far  as the honourable junior lne&ber for 
Christ Church is concerned, he tvill see that 
cotton, ~voolleii and linen artlcles mentioned i n  the 
,Svhedule, it is also a questioll of other piece goods 
al:d gal.nlents of ally other killd Iyhatsoever. The hon. 
Sellior menlber for  st. G~~~~~ referred to 

beillg mentiolled in the first schedule, but 
;: i, a of \\,hat is meant by vegetables: it is 
trur that there are islands ill lvhich there is a 
sticlting for  certaill w h e n  honourable 
n?emblers loolc at  the first scheclule to this Bill I 
wonder if they that the themselves 
,:ould reoard this fee of 2/- as imposition 
they 

l l r .  DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am appealing t o  
i1.mo~1rable members for the last time. I would like 
to remind then1 that if I consider tha t  there is 
a state of confusion I have the po~ver  to adjourn the 
EIGLIS~. If the Rpporter i: lulalsle to hear the hononr- 
:tl.le ine~nber \v110 iq  speaking it nil1 be impossible fo r  

to his 

Mr. F. L. U T ~ l L C O T T :  ,This Bill was never 
illdellded to work again& Indians. Assybians. o r  
anibody else; this legislation sent down to apply 
to everybody. You do not want  people to be in 
unfair competition with others who have t o  culnply 
ni th  a Schedule; you t r y  to  provide m a r k e b  fo r  
people because you do not want  them to be hailed 
before a Court before you have the 
1:ecessary provision for thern. All honourable member 
say, tha t  because the Bar'badian is  thr i f ty  you are 
making him pay $50 for a licence. I hope that  one 
of theS. days the C$overnmellt will make it pow:ble 
for  income tax and death duties to be made 

Government did not anticipate. 

I ?his proposal is  nothing which the members of the knomll and you mould see holy poor some of the poor 
people are. It is amazing to  find tha t  some peoplb 

The honourdble junior member for St .  George b:ill relnain i n  a one-door shop b u t  they will build 
fell into the t rap  of- $14,006 houses; if they are doing such bad  business 

Rfr. DEPUTY S'PE~IICER: I am a l j p ~ a l i l ~ g  to how call they build ,such house.? I cannot see that. 
honourable members to consider that the honourable the paylnent of $4.00 a mollth will create any hard- 
junior member for  St.  Peter is replying to  criticisms ship oil these people; are they ill a n y  mTorse position 
of a Bill \-:hieh he has introduced in this Eio~lse and thHll people \,-ho open bLlsilless al1d pay rent and 
those honourable members T T ~ O  made the criticisms taxation? I feel that  this whole measure is a reason- 
should be able to hear the reply to  them. able one  hen )-on consider the  things' which are 

IZr. ITILLIER~: 1 ~vould like the holiourable 
n~emb'er to explain something abont the tl-ap into 
which he said I fell. This island is going to be faced more a n d  more 

fixr. F. W A ~ C O T T :  I Tvas referring to tile with greater comniitnleiits fo r  extending the service@ 
point about the certificate of character; tllat pro- WP haye, and I do llot see that  if this Government 
vision is i n  the old Act. call get every penny from every available source, 

Mr. MIIrl;ER,: I mras xTllether a per- ~ r h ~ .  1i7e should fail to do so. 1 feel tha t  this licence 
be aslred to pet two persons to Siyn a fee is not any  im~ositioll  on the people who have 

W certificate of charader  every year. to pay it. I am h'ere because people like myself 

hlr. F. L. WAI,COTT: I haTre heard the holz- have p u t  me here ancl I can go back to the people 

Furable senior for st. philip advocate that ad say why we have done such a thing. I f  you 

people should plant more vegetables and so on, b u t  v.ant improvemeiits i n  a community you have to pay 

tlie honourable junior member for  St. Joseph will for those inlprovements' 

tell ;\-on tha t  m e  of the  evils facing a man who The honourable senior member for St.  John  talks 
is pvedial larceny. The provision we about putting taxation on owners of pet cats and 

have here is to  give people security, to prevent them clogs; well, one of these days we may  be able to  tax 
cl from 'being stopped b y  policemen when they go them. 



Mr. rlLLI>El< : On a point of orcler. 1 dicl not 
lllalie any reference to taxing the owners of pet cat5 
2nd clogs. 

Mr. F. L. TJ7111ACOTT: The honourable illember 
said that the Government should foilon- what he 
proposed soine time ago: he proposed that we tax 
the o\?ners of pet cats and dogs and yachts. We are 
t~ot  going in for anything maritime yet; u e  are 
1,eeping more on the ~hore .  When we find that the 
rlc~ed is so great that we have to rope in pet cats and 
pet dogs n e illay even have to tax a man on o~vnilig 
his fourth hat. I would like to let honourable members 
linow that what isr before us now is not the end of 
rlli~cellaneoua taxation; we are coming do1~11 with 
taxation in respect of liquor licences, and there is 
the question of stamp duties and so on, which has 
to b(. rxaminecl. Those are things in respwt of 
I\ hivh the net will be thrown out to bring in taxation. 
I e:~n tc.11 honourable ii~emhers that we c10 not propo'e 
to chollect anything near vhat  we have proposed in 
the Five Year Plan: I hope I have made my pointh 
clear if not to the satisfaction of the H o ~ ~ s e .  to m>- 
own satisfaction. 

Xr. VAUGHAS: TYe have hearcl a lot about 
itinerant traders offering competition to established 
businesses without paying proper taxation, but 
how long has the Government tried to protecat es- 
tablished businesses against competition ? Competi- 
tion is the essence of private enterprise ancl the 
Government should be the last people to t ry to pnt 
forward the argument about putting a tax on 
itinerant traders. 

JZr F. L. WIZI~COTT : On a point of order. 
The Government has never said that this legislatioil 
i\ a means of protecting people against competi- 
tion: we say that lye are proposiiig this licence fee 
in respect of these itinerant vendors because es- 
tablished businesses are taxed aiid you cannot tax 
these itinerant vendors. 

Xr.  VAUGHAN: That is the essence of ~ ~ J z a t  
I said. I n  a congested area like this, the greater 
the number of people who can employ themselves, 
the better i t  is for the progress of the commuaity. 
Where there is rampant unemployment you inay 
find a man possessing 50 cents and that is the 
foundation of his emplog'ing himself; when you 
iinpose a licence fee of $30 on that man, do you 
not see the terriblc restrictive policy in that? If  
yon want to stop these Assyriaiis or Indian traclers 
froin exploiting, as you claim, the small people in 
this countq-, then yon should hit them at the 
iininigratio~l source; let them pay a substantial sun1 
for entering the colony. As to the hawkers, the 
addition of the licence fee of a shilling will not 
make a hzwker poorer, but how mueh richer will it 
make the Government ? The hawkers render invaluable 
service to this country; Mr. Halcrowe says that 
they are valuable distribntors of agricultural 
products in this country and I maintain that i t  is 
not necessary to include them in the collection of 
this $200,000. They should be left out if i t  is for 
no inore than the bad psychological effect; the 
conlniuiiity is 'being piwn the idea that the Gov- 
ernment is out to collect money from the small 
man no matter what he suffers. I n  a commnnitg 
which is as congested as Barbados is, the man who 
tries to employ himself is an asset to the people, 
and the Governnzent should encourage1 him, not 
put  anything in his way. I know a yo~mg man 
who collected $6 or $7 and he is employing himself 
up to now; he buys vaseline and other items and 
goes all over the country and sells them. Under 
hhis Bill this yonng mail will have to come under 
the heading of an itinerant trader. 

There are people who have less than $60 
einploying themselves and here we are going to 
caube additional unemployment; these people are 
g o h g  to be pushed out of the effort which they 
are making in trying to make a living for them- 
selves. 1 have been wondering how they manage with 
the small capital on which they work, but they go 
through. A hawker walks miles from Bridgetown 
to the country to buy potatoes; these ~ e o p l e  spend 
hours in the fields and they miss buses be- 
cause people are late iiz selling these vegetables and 
then they have to walk back home or hire a car 
or one of the vehicles which we see on the roads. 
The idea in this Bill is entirc.1~ wrong. I cannot, 
at all syinpathise with this outlook in  respect of 
taxation; another Budget Day has not yet come 
for the Goverzlnient to B n o ~  what they want to 
collect. If they' go on from week to week trying 
to clo nothing but c.ollect taxation, they will find 
that the!- will have brought such a restriction on 
productive effort that they will collect much less 
than they calculate to collect. That will certainiy 
happen: any economist will tell you that you can 
push taxation too far  and defeat the very object 
et  which you [are aiming. I am a prophet tonight anti 
I say that the Government is going to drive the small 
people and some of the large ones to restrict their 
prnrlnctive efforts, and when the efforts of these 
people are restricted the less the Government ~vill  
get. That ~ o l i c y  is an absurd one; at election time 
they ~ ~ i t h d r a ~ v  the licence in respect of fishermen 
through a Bill they pnt forward. 

Jfr. F. L. TYALCOTT: On a point of order. 
The Goverilillent newr  withdrew any licence in 
respect of fishermen because they never proposed 
any such licence. The fishermen never hacl to pay 
any licence fee a t  all. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: However, I advise the 
C+overnment to pay attention to the Control Office 
and see what is happening. The import licences 
aiid clnota system are confined to a few business- 
men; nrllen a small man wants to invest in a new 
business, sap in drl~gs, and he applies for a quota, 
he is told that the quota is full. Some big firm has 
all of i t ;  that is scandalous discrimination and the 
system still obtains; it is discrimination of the 
worst sort. People who would do business are pre- 
vented from doing it through this quota system. 

The question that :his Bill be IIOJT react a 
second time was put and resolved in the affirma- 
tive without division. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: A t  this stage, Xr.  
Depnty Speaker, I beg to move that this House 
do now acljonrn for three quarters of an hour. 

Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to, ancl Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House 
accordingly. 

On 1-(3-assembling. 
Nr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 

I do not propose, at this stage, to proceed witb 
the Rill ~vhicth we Tere considering before the 
adjournment. 

R.EPRESENTATION O F  T H E  PEOPLE 
(AMENDlMENT) BILL, 1953. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,-I ask 
leave to take Order No. 4 a s  the next Order of the 
Day. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

Mr. DEPTTTY SPEAKER : The next Order 
of the Day stands in the name of the honourable 



senior member fo r  St.  Joseph:-To move the 
second reading of a Bill iiitituled a n  Act to amend 
the Representation of the People Act, 1901. 

&lr. ADABIS: I suppose that this will be my 
shortest 5peech on the floor of this flouie in my 
political careter. The "Objects and Reasons" of 
this Bill are snfficielltly clear and sufficiently full. 
In allticipation of any objection real or othcr~vise, 
which is going to be made, I ~v i l l  say that this Par ty  
now fornlillg the Goverlzment has, for a noinbel. of 
pears, not a t  the last Election alone, pointed out 
that the period of the  life of tlle Legislaturn n 
\,-as five years;  that  as  u7e develop more a n d  :i1ore 
toIvards allcl hacl the Par ty  syrt:>rl~ 
of Governnlellt, the Party which pu t  for~vartl  a plc:,- 
gramme was justified i n  asking the people to give 1; 

T sufficient length of life to enable it to carry out that  
programme. I hope the Honse ?\.ill f o r g i ~ e  nze for 
sa)-ing \\.hat is elementary, but the life of the I-Ions? 
bei1lg firr years does not prevent the Governor, ai- 
though he would hardly do i t  without the advice of 
four members of this House - it would be a vel?; 
untlrual thing but there Jy\.ould be nothing to prevc::i 
the Goverl~or from dissolving the House if. in hip 
opinion, a stage was reached -where, although me llad 
A majority which always put through Rills, I\-? 111, 

longer had the confidence of the people aiirll it might 
be thought (fit to have ail electioa. I n  Great Britaiji 
H e r  Afajesty the Queen ~vould do i t  on the a d v i c ~  c f  
her  Xinisters: when we have JIinisterial Status it 
is reasonable to soppose that  either the British or 
the Doininion system will b rev ail and that the Hons.. 
will be prorogued or dissolved only on the adviv- 
cd the Alinisters. I say tha t  and  I again ask the 
House to parclon me for  saying what is e le~nentary,  
/L five-year House does riot iiiean that it will alwa-c-. 
r u n  its five years;  if ever there ivas a Par ty  which 
had a mandate for introducing a Bill of this zort, 
we hare  had i t  because in  our printed policy pr )- 
gramme before 1951 we nleiitioned it and in 
1951 a t  the last Election we repeated it in our 

\. 
lnanifesto which we have been faithfully followjlig 
since our re turn to power, and i n  every parish ancl 
p r a c t i c a l I ~ * ~ - e r y  night on which a meeting was held. 
I say that  i n  anticipation of those who may not 
have heard of it. I have seen i t  state4 ill the Prf,ss 
111 coiiiiection m-ith the Ilocal Government Bill, by 
somebody i n  public life that  this matter was not 
discussed during the election campaign; a nlorc 
stupid and  inaccurate statenlent is hardly possible 
to  conceive. Like this BB1 now before the  Hen+> 
WC had discussed the "Maude" Bill and ure had told 
people over and over again that if we got back into 
power, three major matters would be brought f o ~ .  
s a r C b t h e  ' 'Maude7'  Bill, a Bill for the extension of 
the life of the House and Ministerial S t ~ t u s .  (RIr .  
E. D. NOTTLEY:  A n d  nationalisation). We said 
we have never abandoned our policy of nationa1is~- 
tion aiid we do not abandon i t ;  whenever i t  is ex- 
pedient, whenever the time for  nationalising this. 
that  or the other arrives, we will carry oat  our 
policy. I t  is not a matter of pure ideology; t12is 
Partp has never aballdoned its belief ill nationalis- 
ation. RIr.  Deputy Speaker, I kg to lllove that  
this Bill be now read a second time. 0 

Mr. F. L. WA&COTT: 1 beg to secolld that. 
Mr. VAFGHAN:  I t  mould be d!shollest in me 

as  a politician not to  say that such a Bill will benefit 
me, because next year 'l ~ r o u l d  have to face allotl~pr 
election; bu t  if this Bill is passed tha't election 
be delayed fo r  two years. Nevertheless, 1 .want ;a 
register my strong objection to this Bill. 1 ~ e p e a t  
j i i  three years' time all  these politicians. if thep 

t i are honest, will see tha t  such a Bill will benefi+ 
them, because the less the  delay the shorter time 

they will have to face a n  electiorl. Some politiciarls 
would Glre to be here fo r  longer than five years, 
but  the principle of repl3esentation is that you mltst 
face the electorate as often as is convenielltly pos- 
sible and propitious. The British Labour P a r t y  uTas 
c-kected for  five years but  before tha t  time expired 
they voluntarily asked that  Pnrliament be dissolveci 
a n 4  tha t  another election be held. I t  has been said 
aiid written and pablish'ed that 31r. Churchill wants 
a n  eleetioli soon but he denied that, of course. 

The honourable senior inember for  St .  Joseph 
has said tha t  the proposal in  this Bill was an  elec- 
tioiz issue, b u t  1 was not aware of that. I have r.1-j- 
ear to the public ground aiid 1 hear cuixiplaints 
daily. I f  the Government of this country was widely 
popular, of course I would endorse the five-year li;c 
nithout hesitation or criticism, but  .the positioli is 
exactly opposite. Mr. Depnty Spealier, I anz tellillg 
:'on this;  i t  looks to me that the present pa r ty  
in  power, being awarz of its ~ ~ l l p o ~ u l a r i t y ,  has 
Lrought down this measure s s  a means of maintain- 
ing itself i11 power. The members of the present 
Par ty  in  power are  not as blind and as  deaf a s  they 
appear to be, and  they are aware of the rumolnbs 
of their unpopularity;  under these conditions, this 
Bill is an  undesirable one. I f  the present Govern- 
ment were showing the people that  benefits were 
being brought to the country or if there was any 
'videspread effort to make conditions better, then 
that mould have beell a different mat ter ;  b u t  som:, 
ulldesirable legislatioii has been passed since this 
Government has been i n  power. 

The first objectionable legislaltion which was 
passed was the Revenue Equalisatioll F u n d  Bill the 
object of which was to invest money abroad' T'ha,t 
legislation was definitely ~ m p o p u l a r ;  with a n  m- 
developed country .like this, with thousands of peq] , :  
unemployed, thep take the surplus ~vhlch has acc7L,nl- 
d a t e d  ov?r a number of years and invest it abroad. 
:end a t  the same time they illvite capital from abroad. 
Tile next issue was the substantial illcrcaqe in the 
already substantial salaries were being paid ill 
a community li!ce this. 

Mr. ADAMS : On a point of order. Is the hen- 
ourable member i n  order in  constantly attacking 
iegislation ,\,hich has been passed by this! House? 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Kow we have a Bill to in- 
crease the length of the legislative session.  hi^ is a 
legislative Chamtber; I am giving the reasons why 
[ feel that the len@h of the session should not be 
inrreased, and the way I can give those peaO? 
is to cite measures passed by this H~~~~ and mhich 
,,,, ullpopular~ I am not criticising the H ~ ~ ~ :  1 
,,, measures which have been pamd b/ut 

Jve know are with the people of 
this island. 

Mr. ADAMS: I must object to  the honourable 
member,s breaking of the Rule. I draw 
yollr attention to 123; no member 
mi,y reRcct on a vote of the 

Bfr. DEPUTY SPEAIZEIR : With  reference to 
- the holiourahle member's point of order I must say 

that 1 regard the Bill which is now before the House 
ac a n  unusual one to be brought before any Legisla- 
ture. Th? extension of the life of the House for  a 
period without a n  election must be an  unusual thing 
for  any b p i d a t u r e  to be considering. I therefore 
feel tha t  any review of the work of the Legislature 
during the period for  which i t  has been working is 
in order. The honourdble junior member for St.  John 
is merely saying that  certain legislation has been 
unpopular and when he says that, I do not construe 
that to mean tha t  it is a reflection either on the in- 
tegrity of honourable members or on, the sincer'it?. 
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~f their action. So far  as the honourable member 
has spoken alreaily I do not intend to apply this Rule 
strictly. 

Mr. VACGHAN: As l was saying, Sir, I am 
aware of legislation %\-hieh has been passed by this 
House that 1s very unpopular alnong the inasses of 
the electorate. If I may state some: The Revenue 
Equalisation Fund;  the increase of salaries for the 
higher Civil Servants; the Five Year Plan with its 
lIdditional taxation; the increese in water rates for 
llousehold service as from the Five Year 
Plan; and heave Passages. All of these, Mr. Ileputy 
Spealcer, are measures which have been passed by 
this House but which are very unpopular a i t h  the 
~nasses. 

Mr. L. WALCOTT: On a point of order, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. Can \\re take i t  that a member is in  
order ill this Chamber when he says that legislation 
\\7hich has been passed by this House is unpopular? 
lVe ca1111ot reduce the debates of this Chamber to 
sireet nrgunlents. When a measure passes this 
chamber it ceases to be unpopular; if it TTere un- 
i.opular it should never h a ~ ~ e  been passecl by this 
Chamber. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAICER: T mill ollce again let 
the hollourable jullior member for St. Peter kllow 
liow I view this matter. Any parliament tests the 
t>opularity of .the legislation whicll has beerl passed 
by i t  by seeking the vote of the electoratr-thai is by 
a elertloll, or ~ ~ o t e  of confiilellcc. xilay be 
llloved inside the Chamber by the party ill po\ver. 
Since this Bill is one that postpones a general elec- 
troll, I think that the honourable j~lnior member for 
St. John is in order to do lvhat he has done so far.  

country; l clo not live in any ivory tower; I am a n  
ordinary citizen as anybody else and on account of h 
that, 1 meet all kinds of people who talk with me and 
ask me questions over everything ~olitical.  By my 
conversations with these people, I can tell you that 
this five-year proposal for the life of this ITouse is 
the most unpopular proposal coming from the GOV- 

el-nment. 1 an1 aware of the grave unpopularity of 
this measure which we are introducing here to-night 
and I have reasons to believe that the party in power 
is also aware of this unpopularity. Under the cir- 
cumstances, I cannot see how it can be morally right. 

Sir, if I wrll not be called upon to face the elec- 
torate next year when this session ends, it would be 
easier for me but my integrity is something which 
1 will not let slip for anything else. I have been a 
member of this Chamber before and my integrity 
lllade me resigll my seat. I know that many decent 
citizens would not stand on our platforms to become 
members of this Chamber because of the policy of 
some hoilourable members. I am saying that hon- k 
ourable meinbers on the Other Side of this table 
must have been also aware of the same feelings among 
the electorate of which I am aware. I do know thak 
tilere is a certain section of the electorate that is 
praying for this thi-ee-year Session of this Assembly 
to end. people have asked me : "Are there. no means 
of getting rid of the members of this Government 
before the time is out @ "  I tell them that the power 
"ill rests with the Governor to dissolve the Legisla- 
ture under extraordinary circumstances and perhaps, 
if the? were sufficiently organised to express publicly 
their dissatisfaction with the present Legislature that 
the Governor might take that step. Sir, if there is 

If he goes beyond that, I mill regard it as a reflection 
on a vote of this House. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: As I have said, there are move 
iiilportant parliaments than this which have been 
elected for five years but which do not necessarily 
remain in office for that time. I need only remind 
this House that previous to the last General Elections 
in the Mother Country, the Labour Party which was 
in power for five years only remained in office for a 
little over a year of its tern1 wben i t  went back to 
the country. I t  is said that Sir Winston Churchill, 
Prime Minister, a t  the la3t Conservative Party (2011- 
Pcrence at  Margate, hinted that the party ~vould go 
back to the country during the autumn of next year. 

JIr. BflRROXT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I T V O L I : ~  

like to know whether the honourable member is 
reflecting on the Prime Minister of the lfothtr Cow-  
t r y  because I can only gather that from his stato- 
ment. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, one-third 
nf the representatives of Congress in the United 
States of America have to face the electorate in their 
particular State biennially-every two years-though 
the Party in power is returned for a four-year period. 
The present length of Session for  this IIouse of 
dssembly is three years. At first, i t  was foT only 
a year; then i t  was increased to two years and during 
the last session to three years. If the hoiiourable 
qenior member for St.  Joseph felt .;o (confident that 
his party would be returned to power, he had the 
opportunity during the 1948-51 Session to pass leg- 
islation to ~ x t e n d  the life to five years. Everybody 
would know that this session would be for five years. 
T h a t  happened then? Dnring the 1948-51 Session. 
rhe same party that is in pover now was in power 
then and legislation was passed to increase that ses- 
:ion from t ~ v o   year^ to three years. 

Sir, what me are really doing now is appointing 
cnrselves to a longer sewion than we are morally 
entitled to. Sir, I live among the electorate of this 

only one honourable member to vote against this Bill, 
1 wiLl be that member. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am 
aware that during the last election campaign, the 
members of the Labour Party night after night told 
the electorate that if they were returned to power, 
they would extend the life of the House to five years. 
It was also written in the manifesto of the party. On * 
the other hand, the party of which I am a member 
snd myself said that if we were given the power, we 
would resist that. I still hold the feeling that the 
life of this Rouse hhould be three years and I am 
more coaviilced than ever that this is not the time 
when the life of this House should be extended. The 
voting at  the last elections was the first time that it 
was done under Adult Suffrage. Two years have 
passed and a lot seems to have taken place, therefore, 
I think it is but right that the electorate should be 
given an early opportunity of saying whether they 
thought their choice was right or  not. I think the 
present Government in power would be surprised to 
Ir11011- how unpopular it i, with the vast majority of 
the electorate. T get around myself and have found 
this feeling to exist among the electorate. Even 
though the party of which I am a member may be '$ 
small in membership and may not have the organisa- 
tion as the present Government Party that does not 
mean that the present Government Party is popular 
enough to remain in  office. 

Sir. we have been promised ministerial status for  
some time now. Up to now the public is unaware of 
what ic, happening in this respect. Let a statement 
come down to this House for  members to know some- 
thing about it. If i t  is to  be pos.tponed, do say so. 
Let us know something. The public is left in  the 
dark and i t  does not know whether ministerial status 
is still to be adopted because of no recent statement 
on the matter. The public is not a t  all satisfied with 
the hizh taxation that has taken place in  all quarters 

I both by direct and indirect taxation, arising out of 



the iiitroduction of the Five Year l'lai~. 1 am fully 
aware that ally taxation is always unpopular but the 
iveople are wonderillg what the Labour Government 
,* doing about the promises it has made. Despite 
the high taxation, they see llothing doing. They 
want to see solnething more tangible done than what 
is being done. The Labour Party in its manifesto 
prollllsed free secolldary education. (A VOICE: Read 
it again). Instead of that, there are rumours of in- 
creasillg the fees a t  secondary schools. This is the 
c,pposite of what is in the Party's manifesto. The 
Party in power has also promised a reduction in  the 

t'9 cost of living ancl that has not yet come (A VOICE: 
What part of the ~ ~ - o r l d  has there been a drop in the 

l c u t  of living? Would you tell us?)  Sir the public is 
itot satisfiecl over these things. I xvill not elucidate on 
vhat Governme~lt is doing nolv, but the people feel 
that things should be done at  a quicker pace. The 
people are willing to support the Government but 
tlley cannot suppqrt i t  when nothing has been done. 
I do not know if the Government realise, the large 
emount of unemployment which is in this country. 
People are coming back from Curacao, America and 
other countries as well as many seamen are being 
Laid off ships. The Government has done nothing to 
attract capital or to encourage new industries. (A 
I'OICE : The report of the Industrial Mission was 
iqsued just a few days ago.) The Government is do- 
ing nothing to aid the tourist industry. 

Sir, 1 think this is a11 ~ullfort~lnate time to ex- 
tend the life of the Houc;c and the greatest point 
against the extension a t  this time is that the last 
election was the first octabioii on which thonvands 

f people voted for  the first tinze and I think at the 
c ~ d  of three years, they shonld be given the oppor- 
t !nity of deciding whether they flullg agree with 
their last choice. If after that, the present Govern- 
rlient is returned to power, then it can extend the 
Session to five years There might 'be good reawns 
for doing so. 

, On the last occmion of the elections, I told the 
people that l would vote against the extension of thc 
life of the House to a five year period and today 
1-LJ- reasons for doing so are better than they \\-ere 
before. Sir, we have sat from Tuesday to Tuesday, 
yet I think the business of this House conlcl be done 
inorc expeditio~us1~- ancl it is little things lilrc this 
vliich the people expect Goverilnzent 11 o~ild have put 
'n order. There are comnlents by tlLv p ~ ~ b l l c  011 the 
lateness of the printin? of the debates of thi5 C:llan- 
her and one of the reasons for  this iateness is the 
tinle nlren thi, I lot~y> vc.c,l~clnc ts its itn\lncss Thel-e 
also is a lack of organisation and method by the 
13~pal~nlc~iitb of Goverilllleiit oniny to tlie T\-,I> ill 
n-hicli their business comes before the I~egislature. If 
these ~ n r i o ~ i c  departments of Go~-e~nnlent (10 no,. 
send their business to Government at a proner time, 
t11c)- shoulcl l)? tolcl to do so. 4lonld not have 

i 

on? 1-esolntion pnt \)cforc. us this neek and auothc!. 
llcst ~veek. Evei-~- Li~gislatnre has itq receascs. Thl4 
should haw its rececscs too. Again I saJ- that thc 
reople slio~lld bp ;, i~eil an early opport11nit~- of re- 
viewing their choice. 

3fr. CRATJTFORD . There are on]?- ~ T T  o l~oints 011 
T hich the Gov~rnmc.iit can base its claim to thc 
extensioll of the life of the House for Ere years. Ohc 
i q  the question of its saying tllat it has a mandatcx 
from the electorate the other is the c s c ~ ~ ~ c  of 
having the Five Year Plan to carry out and ther~fore,  
the Goverllment should sit in office for as near that 
period of time in order to see i t  throuch On the 

of the mandatp. there arc sonlc important 
.l 

pointc which I shall raise. 

JLr. DEPUTY SPXAHER: Earlier in  thia sit- 
ting, I did my best to protect an honourable member 
from the noise of other honourable members inter- 
rupting his speech. That honourable member is now 
joining with others and interrupting ine from hear- 
ing the speech of the honourable senior member for 
St. Phlhp. 1 am therefore asking that honourable 
inember to assist me in preserving order. 

Mr. ClIATVFOILL> : Sir, as l was saring, on the 
question of the mandate, if even i t  is assumed that 
the electorate gave the mandate to the Governnlent 
tc do certain things, circumstances may arise which 
ill the opinion of tile publlc itself might make i t  feel 
justified in recalllug that mandate, and the11 the 
ciuestion mould arise as to whether the sovereignty 
cf parliament itself is inferior or su'bordinate to the 
*overeignty of the pnblic. Previous speakers have 
itemised the event, in the history of this legislative 
session that give rise to justifiable doubts as to the 
continued snpport of the public to the party in  
office; therefore, it 1s safe to assume that since the 
power of the public is superior to the power of 
parliament that the Government in  its own inter- 

should take the earliest opportunity to test the 
:upport of the country before i t  proceeds to extend 
its own life. Apart frqm the fact, Adult Suffr:.ge 
was only introduced two years ago m d  this is alm 
the time that, the colony is taking a further sltep 
( oiistitutionally to introduce ministerial status in the 
life of its present parliament. With the introduction 
of these two constitutional changes-Adult Suffrage 
znd Ministerial Status-the public should be given 
the very earliest opportunity to say whether or not 
it is sa t idea  with having the present Government 
continuing in  office. Instead of that, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, y o ~  have the attempt of this Government, 
after less than two years in office, after less than 
two years of government from Adult Suffrage ahd 
almost on the eve of ministerial status, to extend its 
life to five years and in doing so, it is merely shelter- 
ing under thc idea that it has a mandate from the 
people to do so T feel that the best thing which 
should be done is to await thc introduction of miyis- 
terial status As a matter of fact, i t  is a moot ques- 
tion whether or not the introduction of ministerial 
status should not be preceded by a General Election. 

Jlr.  DEPUTY SPEilICER: I believe the hon- 
curable member does riot recollect that ininisterial 
s ta tw had heer1 foreshadowed in this country since 
1946. 

JIr. CRAWFOBI) : Sir, even if that may be so ;, 
even if i t  may be claimed that  i t  nw the policy to 
illtroduce nlinisterial status, don't you thinli that 
the coulltr~r shonld be given the right after its intro- 
cfnction to e\l,rccs 1ts opinion on its operation? The 
\!ay in ~vhicf,  11 1 .  hear this t::ll; of :liinisterial status. 
c,ne expected that it ~vould come dbout before thc 
end of this year. If this is so, do you mean that t l i ~  
rrhlie sho~lcl vait three p a r s  before i t  is given thc 
t e ~ t  to its reaction to it\ operation? Sir, T think 
that Gorerninent for it, onTn reputation, for its own 
sells(. of personal respcct. should a t  least the 
i~troclactioli of this Bill until after ministerial statm, 
has been introclnced ancl is worlring for a time so as 
to g a u p  the suceess of its operation and the reaction 
of the public to it. But  what is happening. Long 
before ministerial stat~us has been introduced; long 
before i t  is decided to enlbark oiztkis important con- 
stitutional developmcnl, you are safeguarding yorr- 
self by extending the life of the House. It is highly 
q~estiona'b'le t o  say the least. There can be no justi- 
fication for it at all. Important measures just as 
this justify your making an appeal to the public. 



Sir, this important change i n  the colistitution does 
,ustify an appeal t a  the public. I t  is not appropriate, 
nor ~ h o n l d  any self-respecting Government attempt 
to extend its ov:n life sometime before embarking on 
a change of this sort. 

With regard to  the excuse of the Five Year 
Plan, and the claim made that  the Government wants 
to stay in  ofice for as near a period as the Five 
Year Plan in order to push the plan, all I w o ~ ~ l d  
say about that contention is that i t  is good tha t  
i t  is not a Ten P e a r  Plan Sometinie ago, the honour- 
able Senior Member fo r  St .  Joseph-and. I think one 
or two other honourable members along with him,-- 
thought of drafting a Ten Year P lan  for Barbados. 
if the Governnlent were so minded to carry that 
Into effect, I wonder whether its members would have 
asked for ten years in  order to carry that plan 
through. I f  the Governnient is so satisfied in its om7n 
mind that its performance ill the past two years has 
nlet with the support of the entire public; if the 
Government feels that the entire public is so satisfied 
v#ith the Five Year P lan ;  if the Government feels 
tha t  i t  will operate ministerial status successfully, 
%hy is i t  afraid to go  to the country a t  the end of 
tjlis three-year period? If Governinent feels that 
 ay, it should have no fear of testing its support 
by appealiilg to the public. But  i t  ci.oes not seem to 
think so and it is no wonder that the hononrable juniar 
member for St. John has made the charge that G o v ~ r n -  
lnent is afraid to  go to the public within the conzing 
year. Tt is the most natural allegation anyone would 
make that  you want to extend the  life ~f the House 
because you are afraid to  go to the  ~ u b l i o  before the 
period for which you a re  elected ends. 

Mind you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, this Bill is 
not f o r  a year's extension; it is a n  extension of 
two years. Government is saying tha t  it was g i r e l ~  
a mandate for  five pears. On the other hand, I 
a m  saying tha t  honourable members on m>- left 
a n d  myself were told by the people tha t  me must 
no t  support five years. \XTe were told S% specifi- 
cally by  the electorate of St.  Philip and St .  John. 
The electorate of those parishes made i t  perfectly 
clear t h a t  they were not supportilzg any candidate 
who would have supported a five-vear session. 

Sir, the Objects and Reasons of this Bill is one 
of the  shortest on record. Even if during the elec- 
tion campaign you nieiitioned tha t  you were going 
to  extend the period of the Rouse to fire years, 
I still think tha t  the  Objects ancl Reasons of this 
Rill  should be fully set out why you are  doing so. 
Here you have in the Bill presented to  the Legis- 
lature a mere bald s ta te~nent  Just saying that  you 
made that  statenieiit during the election campaign. 
The real purpose of your doing so is not set out 
in  the Objects and Reasons of this Bill-not even 
f o r  historical record 0111-. What  are  the reasons 
fo r  your change from three to  five years?  If you 
say that three years is too short for a session; 
say  so and set i t  down in the historical document 
but do not mere l -  set d o ~ r i i ~ i n  the d o c ~ ~ ~ n e n t  some 
expression that you rcpeatecl on a soap box during 
the  election cainpaign ~v i thou t  e n ~ n i e ~ a t i i i g  any of 
the  reasons to the claim. Tt is not good enough, 
except yol1  rant to  give the impression that  ollce 
you are elected. yon are prepared to stay in thc 
Asspinblg as long as >-ou legally should, ancl per- 
haps, YOn l l i ~ r d l \ ~  can. One is justified i l ~  saving 
that  the pl*esellt Gorernment 1in1st be sorry alld has 
regretted that  n-e a re  110 longer living ill the davs 
when t h ~  life of ~mrl iament  was contingent 011 the 
life of the sovereign. 111 those days, if the life of 
the  sovereign was for five or twenty-five yezrs, 
parliallle1ltari:lns rcn~ained in dui-illg tha t  
time. 

Sir, I want to  submit that  i n  this Bill 
the Objects and Reasons should a t  least state sollle 4 
of the  reasons why the Government Par ty  made 
lt clear that it was their intention of extending 
the life of the Legislature. Some of the  reasons, 
if not all, should be stated, It should go on record 
for  posterity to read why the life of the I-Iouse 
of Asselllbly was extended from three to five years 
during this particular period whether the reasons 
are  logical or illogical. I, personally, have 110 

dotlbt in rlly mind tha t  if the  Government did not 
believe the allegations of i ts  uilpopularity on the 
par t  of the public with it& programme tha t  Gov- 
ernriient would have taken u p  the challenge laid 
down by previous speakers and demonstrate with- 
out the slightest shadow of doubt tha t  i t  has the 
support of the public. If Government feels tha t  
the Five Year Plan and all  the  other legislation 
which passed this Chamber has the  approval of the  
public, let it demonstrate i t  by lett ing the public 
test the  issue. After that, the  Government can h 
ask for  sacrt!crc of a five-pear session. 

(A VOICE : Do you wish a bigger deinonstra- 
tion thau tha t  you saw on Labour Day?)  

Mr. CRAWFORD: Anybody Sir, a s  the  hon- 
ourable illember who made the aside knows, can 
get a big demonstration in  Bridgetown so long as  
he is in the  midst of a steel band. If Mussolini, 
or Hitler, o r  Stalin, came here with a steel band, 
they will get a big demonstration despite what the 
people inay think of them. 

Sir, this is perhaps the most serious piece of 
legislation with which me ~vould  be dealing fr:r 
the entire s?ssion. 7Ve were elected for  three gears 
and now we a re  giving ourselves two more year\. 
Those of us who made i t  plain tha t  we would not 
support this measure owe a du ty  to not only 
ourselves but to the conlmuizity to  say why we are  
not supporting it. It is not enough to say tha t  
\re were asked not  to do so. Sir,  a s  I have said, 
this will probably be the  most radical constitutior::il 
change tha t  this House will be making dur inc  this 
Session and there is the necessity and  the j u ~ t i f i -  

* 
cation for nlaking a n  appeal to the electorate a s  
soon as  possible after these changes have beell in- 
troduced. I t  is perhaps very likely tha t  every 
honourable inember of the majority par ty  m this 
House will feel that i t  is his du ty  to support this 
nieasure but inere support is not enough. I n  the 
interest of the future history of this colpny; in tile 
interest of ~ t s  further constitutional delrelopmen' ; 
if we are to dtri~ionstrate that wt. have a sense ~ ; f  
responsibility, i t  should bp the duty of everj- holb 
ourable nleinber of the Government party to say 
\\-hp he supports this action of Governnlent. 

JIr .  E. D. XOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker,- 
Unlike the honourable junior member for bt.  John, I 
cai~not say that an  extension of the life of the 1Iouse 
will benefit me. What  I will say a t  the outset is that  
I an1 voting against this Bill. As f a r  a <  I am con- 
c-rnrd, there is no difference whether there is gel]- 

'U 
era1 elections next year or next morlth. I take great 
pleasure in joining in  a political fight;  if I am lzot irt 
L ~ol i t i ca l  fight, I feel that there is sonlething wrong. 
Sir, a< f a r  as I an1 concerned, I an1 going to be C 
: traightfor~~arcl in this matter. No one call deny tha t  
the par ty  in power did \ay to the people during thcb 
l a d  election campaign that  if the>- got ill with a 
majority, t h ~ y  would extend th r  life of the 1 I o u ~ e  to 
lire >-carc'. 111 my campaigni~lg n7ith lily  art^- :vhich 
lost the e!ection, we clid say that if we got the lcajor- 
it., we ~rou ld  not do it. Well, the Labonr Par ty  was 
returned in  the majority, so that party c:>n Q-,,? 

that it 1.a. the mandate to extencl tile life of the X 
H o ~ ~ s e .  Tt was also stated in  their manifesto. I at- 
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tended soine of the meetings which the Labour Par ty  
l held during their electioneering caatpaigll allu 113- 

tened with amuseinent \\,hen they discussed the mat- 
ter. They said that they waatecr more time to carry 
out the things %Thich they illtended to do. Well, the 
ptrrty has the polver in  l ts  hands; it call give itself 
more time, bu t  I all1 l-elniilded of the old story tha t  
if want a goat to hang itself, give it a lot of 
rope. Give the par ty  111 power the rope; let i t  take 
more time to do what it \\'ants. Time is a great healer 
of thillgs. E~~~~ though there is a certain an lomt  of 

whether it is  among enlightened public 
d opinioll or not as to the extension of the life of thk 

House to fire it is better to allow the par ty  to 
hang itself than for ally of u s  to plead guilty of 
hanging it. 

1 Sir, I anl lllorally to vote aCaillst this  ill 
becanse I calnpaiyned it. I am folly aware 
that ll,ould my seat ill this Challlber I vote 
fo r  it, 'but 1 ~vould like to see a general election a t  the 
end of this three-year period because a t  the end of 
every year of a session, I as a t rue politician, challr 
do\vil the lilielihood of Inembers of the Asselnbly who 
would llot retain their seats should there be an elec- 
tion-and make no mistake about it, lllally of the Illen-- 

hers \frhonl I have chalked down are On this side 
of the table.-Time is  a great healer. After this colonJ' 
\\.as granted adult  suffrage, there was the 
a sort of metamorphosis, a v a t  chal1ze 
v;ould have been brought about., b u t  this is question- 
?:ble. A t  any rate, the people were asked vote fc.r 
such an  extension xi~hich was ill the lllanifesto of the 
Labour P a r t y  and  tha t  par ty  which is the parry in 
power won the electioi~. The Labour Par ty  did get the 
lllajoritp and since the party did state that if it won the 

i t  woald extend the life of the House to five 
)ears, persollally think that  i t  has the right to ex- 
telld it because that is \That it prolllised to do. Sir, 
I feel this bj-ajr about it. The last electiol1s \yere 
first time that  the people of this co~ul t ry  chose 
their representatives by Adult suffrage. I think 
that these people should be give11 the oPPo;tu1l- 
ity a t  Fame parly d a t ~  to say \\hether they agree 
\vith their choice of the last occasion. However, YnYd 
cannot expect the par ty  in power, if its lllenlbers fee1 
that they are ullpopnlar as  has bee11 snggested to sap : 
''Let us have a n  election next year." And f o r  tlli' 
reason I d q  llot again agree with the hononrablv 
junior member for  St. John ~ v h e n  he said that Sir 
Winston Churchill mill call for a gcileral election 
next year. 1 yqill tell him that SO f a r  as evel l t~  ;L:'? 
concerned, the Conservative Par ty  i11 power in  
Ellgland wo~rld riot call for  a n  election this year or 
llext year. I f  the Government's par ty  is 1ulpopul8r 
as we are led to believe or if i ts  unpopularity is held h; 
the llzajority, you \vould not expect the par ty  to 
be to contest ail election next Fear. It docl 
seem to rlie to be so after sceiag the d'emonstraticn 
in here to-day because by the Governn~~i i t ' s  den lo~r  

its lnclnbers do striBe ilie as if thev feel thal 
b 

their unpopularitv is real. 
1 an1 going to  record iny rote a g a i n ~ t  this Bill. 
lnight ask "hat good it he to against 

the Bill. bu t  this is not a dictatorship Government. 
J 

the extending of the life of this House to five years. 
1 ail1 doing so fully conscious of my ~esponslbili ty 
and of the t rust  of the mand:Lte which l came to sup- 
port. I do not propose to refer a t  this time to  any  
legislation which has been passed by this Housc. 
1 do not even propose to refer to the manifesto of the  
Barbados Labour Par ty .  This is not the  time to do 
so. I f  reference to those things is made too earlr, 
you will give the par ty  i n  p o ~ ~ ~ e r  the  opportunity t,r 
p ~ I t  its house i n  order. If you are a h c t f u l  politiclall, 
you must always leave the reference to  the cleaning of 
the to the right time. 

Sir,  I do feel that as this is  the first Assembly 
that has been elected with ful l  Adult  Soerage of this 
"10ny7 every should be given t o  the peo- 
ple to go back to the polls a t  the earliest opportunity 
to decide whether or not they have confidence in  tlra 
persous lvhom they On the last I d~ 
not think that this is a n  occasion fo r  making a lengtliy 
speech. The honourable senior member for St. 
J'oseph said when he introduced this Bill1 that  it 
~voulc? be his shortest speech, as all tha t  i t  pnrport:~d 
to do was to delete 'three years' and  substitute 'five 
years'-that is to the life of the H~~~~ two 
vears longer. I nlust confess that  an electioll cam- 
baigll is all expellsive hobby, but far as 1 am con- 
cerned, I do like to keep in  touch my constituents 
As a matter of fact, my everyday !life keeps me in 
touch with iny constituents. 1 was wondering whether 
I s h o ~ ~ l d  have d i sc~~ssed  this mat ter  publicly b u t  o a  
reflection, I discovered that i t  was par t  of the maaj- 
festo of the Labour Party.  I again say that  since the 
Governlnent's party has promised to extend the life 
of this Chamber t o  five years, it is their duty to  carry 
out their promise. 

XI-. ADA3IS : Before the questioll is put,  M:.. 
Deputy Speaker, even if anyiljody speaks after me, i t  
is only right for me to reply to some of the remarira 
that have been made. I say emphatically, and  mecxll- 
ing every word that  I say, that  I hope I w31 neva:r 
live l o i ~ g  enough to be honestly and mcused 
of representing all classes of the commuaity. I&y,v 
can yon represent the factory worker and the factorj 
Glvner a t  the same time? I have always denied this 
statellleilt over and over again, even sometimes on 
platforills embarrassingly, after some of 
have got u p  and to14 members of the public : "send 
me there; I am going to do m y  best to represellt 
classes." 

I hope honourable members will get i t  out of 
their heads tha t  using the word makes 
a Strolie of difference to me. I would hate to be 
pop~l la r  wit11 the 13eople whom the honourable junior 
lllelllbcr f o r  Christ Church represents. The day  
tha t  llononrable lnember refuses to  a t tack this party,  
we ~ ~ l l l d  k l l o ~ ~  tha t  we have abandoned represent- 
ing the majol.ity of the  people whom \Ire mere sent 
here to rOrt'sellt. TTThrn the honourable junior 
lllenlbpl' for  St.  -Toll11 says tha t  this Government is 
"ll~o~?"lar.  of conrse, i t  is unpopular with the  people 
7'-ho111 it is taxing. I t  is ullpopular with the  ]1121n- 
bers of the Tl~coine Tax Payers Associatioll Trho a re  
the people cloing. the  most talking agaiaht the 

l 
erlllllel1t. Of course, this Goveriiiiieiit is lulpopular 
in qoll,e qoart(,rs but I that that is a to 

Oorel.lnnnlt, Let relnin(l the holloorable Part the dellloi.rac~ of this co"lltr~ is to havi 
an I part of opposition 
Even though the sixteen lllf?mb*rs on ?h(> othti= 
aide of this table inay r ~ p r c s ~ ~ t  the ~iexv.. I£ 

the majority of this colony. the views of the 111iiinrit~- 
are still to be rrprrsrnted. 1 am herr to y ~ p r r c c l ~ !  
that view. I f  tl.1~ hononrable niemhers on the other 
side of the table feel that thc~y rrprc,r3nt the TT~T:., of 

.. 2 everybody, that is not V); if it were, 1 T V O I ~ ~ C ~  not be 
here. Sir. 2s 1 hare  said. T ail1 going to votc again.< 

hlliOll lllelllbP1. fol. Christ Church that M1.. C ~ e o r q e  
K s n t r ,  tllr piinre lllover of the Income T~~ payeVs 
r\s\ociatioll. iq lleartl the  radio 
nttaeliilig ,~orerlllllelit on its poliel- op 
top of he acc.,,ses its ill the  collllIlns 
of tile ~ d ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ f ~ .  of beillg disllonnt, of misLlsinn 
their I,on-Pr a,,d thing, of that llatnl.e, Jlembers of 
rllii C~rrl.llll;rllt :rl,ow tha t  they lT70ultl be unpopu- 
lar  n i th AT1.. C:rorgp Hlmte, but that  writer 
\!-h0 clops not let up  on hi., attacks of lllPlllbers of 
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this Government has also written: "I do not see in 
the foreseeable future the Labour Party losing an 
election." And that is the trouble with the hon- 
ourable members \vho spoke against this Bill. I t  
does not follow that  that unpopularity of Govern- 
ment, of which the honourable junior member for 
St. John has spoken, is with the masses. What the 
honourable senior member for St. Philip spoke on 
demonstrating, l wonder if i t  did not seem very 
remarkable to him that of all demonstrations by the 
Labour Party that the demonstration last Labour 
Day by the party was the biggest since i t  was iu 
existence. The honourable junior meinber for Christ 
Church inade some reference about the Labour Party 
promising free secondary education and that i t  was 
in the party's manifesto. If honourable inembers 
read that booklet carefully, they would see that the 
Labour Party have certain principles from which 
i+ ;c not departing, but I have always pointed out on 
behalf or tne Party that we cannot always do every- 
thing in a short time or with limited money. 

Again Sir, not one honourable member who 
has spoken against this Bill has said that we waited 
until after the General Elections to bring in minis- 
terial status. One honourable meinber has said- 
and look how illogical is his statement-"Ministerial 
status mill be coming soon. As soon as i t  comes, 
give i t  a trial and then go back to the people." 

Mr. CRAWFORD: 011 a point of reference, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I said that i t  ~vould not be a 
wrong thing for this Government to have a dissolu- 
tion and go to the country before ministerial status 
takes place. 

Mr. ADAhXS : Of course, the honourable inem- 
ber said so. I was about to say that the hol: ir- 
able senior member for St. Philip said the a3x;~ct 
opposite to what another honourable inember had 
said. What I am stressing is that i t  is illogical to 
say:  "go on with ministerial status; give it a trial 
and then go to the people;" and then to be saying. 
"you should not s tar t  now." I was matchiag an,d 
listening very carefully to what the hononrablr 
senior member for the City said. His was ex- 
cellent performance. His heart and mind and com- 
monsensa told him that  Government was doing 
everyth;ng right but he hcti to oppose it, he !laviny 
ir: 1 hc vu r se  of the gen-.rat e l~c t ion  campaign op- 
pohcd it JVith his oarty-though bein(. abwlute1)- ssl?rcJ 
that his party would not \via thr. elections ITOAT- 
ever, i t  was not in that hononrablc meulher's J I ~ Y ~ X -  

manifesto that they vere  opposed to the extension 
of the life of this House to five pears : they might 
not have been opposed to i f  if the? had got in thiq 

Chamber. Again T ~ ~ o u l d  s::p that T realise the tlirfi- 
cnlty nncler which t l ~ c  honourable \clnio; ~ ; ~ c ~ o l o ~ ~ *  
for the City labourecl when he spolie. Flis '11 art. 
lniiid and soul told hiin that this Governinent ha 
done nothing wrong. 

Mr. E. D. AIOTTLET: 3lr Depnty SI.&:I!-PI-, T 
never said so. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAICER: The l ionou~al~l-  
senior member for St .Toscpl~ is referring to \rl~a: j \  
contained in the Bill before the House. My colleagilc, 
admitted that the electorate was meTl aware that thc 
l;fe of the House .ivonld\ be extended to fire yearh. 

Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: The hononrab1,- qeniol. 
member for St. Joseph says that 1 said nothing is 
v,7rong, but very many things arr wrong though 1 
1~411 not tell the111 i i o ~ ~ .  I am leavin:, it to the 
appropriate time to tell them. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I \aid 
that 1 watched the I l o n ~ n r a b l ~  member very care- 
fully and you could see that his heart, soul and 
coiiiinon~eiise told hiill that Government had don? 
nothing wrong in bringing this Bill because niem- 
bers of the Government party did inform the pnb- 

lic that if they got the majority they ~vould have 
61011e bO. 

Before 1 sit down, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 wish 
to congratulate the h~nourable senior lncil~ber for 
the City for seeming to Iino~i- what is ~vorliiilg 
inwardly in the iilind of Sir \viu.toll Churchill as 
regards to his calling for a general election in the 
Mother Gonntrj . IIolverer, it is not difficult for. 
the hoilourable member to know beeaube like t l ~ e  
iqollourable Sir 'I\-imton Ci~urchill, the hononrable 
iilenzber is an entreine ~ight-~viager. 

Xr. Deputy Speaker, the hoilourable seniclr 
iueinber for St. l'hilip has said that this is the 
inoit serious bill that U-ill be introduced thib S?a- 
sioil but i t  is not going to be the most serious meas- 
ure to be introducecl during the Srssion. I t  is 
serious oi~ly in the sense that ally Bill which refer* 
to the composition or the life of the Iiouse is a 
serious bill. I would haye thought however that 
it ~vould have been sufficiently serious for honour- 
able ~neinbers who had spoken on i t  to have 
approached the matter in  a coilstructire way and 
in so doing, t ry to \a!- \omrthing I\-hich might haw 
heell helpful, but coulcl they possibly have been 
ierious over this Eill ~ r h e n  they said this Coy- 
criliiient should pa,ss this Bill ailcl then go to the 
electorate? 1 think the honourable junior nleinber 
for St. John made that statement. Why should we 
go to the electorate after me haw extended thr 
life of this House when before W .  came here, 11,. 

told then1 that 15-e were going to do so? I say irt 
answer to what the honourable junior member for 
Christ Church said in his speech that honourable mwri 
bers will find that this party will t ry  to get through 
with its most substantial legislation as quickly as 
possible and in doing so will fo~llow the best t rad i t i~ns  
of parliamentary government. If at  any time fol- 
pa\;rr\ of this p a r t -  End that this Government 
has departed from its promises i t  is our duty to go 
to the electorate. I hope that they would never tell 
this Government that we have done such a thing 
beca~ise nTe are unpopular with them. 

llr. TAL314 : J4r. Deputy Speaker, I would likp 
to apologise to the honourable senior member for St. 
Joseph for speaking after him. I would ,like to 
assure hiin that 1 had no intention of speakinq on this 
matter at first but on further reflection-and that vie.: 
~vhen the hoi~ollrable inember was niakiag his reply-- 
I felt that i t  n-;rs inciuinbe~lt on nie to justify the 
statlcl x~l~ic~l? T j,roposr taliiiig in vie11 of t l ~ r  fact that 
n-hen T entered this House, I came i11 as an Indepen- 
dent Labonr candidate. Sir, I vant  it to be generzlly 
1i11onn that ! too pr~.~on;rliy ll~ade thi\ ~x ten~ io l l  of 
the life of the House to five >-ears an electioneering 
issue telling the electorate that I wns in f a ro i~ r  of i t .  
I did so on all my platforms and that being the case 
n-hat 1 propose doin? ~nonlci be with the fill1 conwllt 
and bazliing of the e1ector;lte ~ ~ h o  retnrnc~cl me to t'71~ 
Chamber with an abnnclant majority. With that 
considered opinion aizcl assnranco 1 sit ailcl vote C(,r 
this measure. (Cheers'. 

84r. ALLDER: 1 hope the I~onourable senior 
member for St. .Joseph ~ ron ld  forgive me for speak- 
ing after hill1 but I do so b~calisc T am placed in the 
position where T have to give an account of my 
~tewardsliil?. I too disclosed my positioll on this 
matter to my constitnel~ts because it was a cam- 
paign issue. I t  is trnr that the representatives of 
the present Government are jnstifiecl in voting for 
thiq Rill inasinuch as the? told the people that they 
were going to do so if they mere returned in tlze 
majority. I like the few honourable members 
on nlj- left promised that I mould oppose this meas- 
lire. The extension of the life of this House would I absolve me of having the trouble to campaign nexb 
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year as well as that of every honourable member in 
this place but  I feel that that is seocmdary to the 
broader issue as regards to the responsibility of hon- 
ourable members and their obligations to the people 
who sent us here. 

l[ do not feel quite satisfied with the extension 
of the life of this House because l have not been per- 
mitted to feel comfortable with what has been clone 
by it. What makes me feel so is the lack of proper 
discipline on the part of members on the Government 
Bei?ch, the lack of a proper business approach i11 
handling money matters by the Government and th<. 
failure of members of the Government to ctisplay 
tolerance and statesmanship to honourable rneinbers 
on this side of the Table. 11s an independent meniber 
of this Chamber, I hope to see soon a disaolntion of 
this Chamber and our going to the country. While i t  is 
true that the extension of the life of the 
House ~vould prevent me from campaigning next year, 
- e t  I hate to think that therc will br a perpetuation 
of the boisterous action by members of Government 
:l1 this Chamber for a further two years. Honourable 
 embers on that side of the ta'ble have not displayed 
that attitude to the business of this Chamber which 
responsible representatives should display and I know 
that my opinion is shared bp other mc~mhc~i~s of this 
Chamber and the general public. The honourable 
ienior meniber for St. Joseph talked in g l o ~ v i n ~  tel-m\ 
of the popularity of his party by the Labo~tr Dap 
clemonstration but that demonstration is not a tmd 

indication of the popularity of members of the GOT- 
rrnment pmty. 

l believe that if you take a referendum on this 
!natter, you will find that a very small percentage of 
the population would vote for the extension of the 
life of this House but I still believe that it would 
not mean that the people would not appreciate the 
life of a Government for five years if the particular 
government gave service to the people. lonourable 
members are aware that according to the 'behaviour of 
the Government that its strength can only be measured 
i11 terms of the lethargy of the people. 1Ionouru>le 
luembers should that because the people might 
organise a particular set of people to fight their bat- 
tles for them, i t  does not mean that the people who 
were or:?anised to fight for the rest callnot adopt 
totalitarian methods, and because of that, i t  does not 
mean that this Government is an arbiter of everything 
which the masses desire. I feel this Government is 
cver-estimatinc itwlf. ,Is 1 have swid, T fear more 
than anj-thing else the parliamentary behaviour of 
r'l~is Governineizt and therefore know that if this Bill 
1 s  passed that that kind of behaviour ~ ~ o u l d  be car- 
1.1e(1 on for another two years. 

I do hope that the nel\- povrer which the Govern- 
ment is adcling t,o itself by ministerial status ~ ~ o u l i l  
cause its members to S ~ O T T -  a greater sense of respon 
sibility and tolerance not only to members who haye 
different views to Government biit to e v e q  member of 
this colony. T do hope that the future actions of this 
Government will j l i~tifj- the step V-hich i t  i~ taking 
' o-ni~ht .  

The cluestion that the Bill be read a second time 
was then put and resolved in the affirmative, the 
Rouse dividing as follows :- 

dyes!: Mr. SMITH, MPS. BOTTRNE, Mr. J~TLI,ER. 
Mr. MAPP, Mr. BARROW, Nr. TALMA, Mr. HOWFB, 3Ir. 
BRYAN, Mr. F. TJ. % T ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ,  Mr. ADAMF, Dr. Cuw- 
MINS, Mr. WILTAAITS and Mr. BRANCKER.--13. 

Noes: Mr. CRAWFORD, ;\fr. J .  C. MCYTTLFP. Mr. 
VAUGHAX, Mr. SLLDER, Mr. E. D. MOTTLEP and Mr. 
G ODD-~RD.-~.  

011 the ivotioii of >Ir. ADAMS, seconded by  Dr. 
C c s ~ ~ r ~ s s ,  Xr .  DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and 
the Iionse went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. 
SMITH being in the Chair. 

Clause 2 was called as follows :- 
2 .  Section sixty of the Representation of 

the People Act, 1901 (which relates to the dura- 
tion of the General Assembly) shall have effect 
as if for the ~irords "three years" there were 
s~tbstitnted the ~vords "five years". 
Xr.  -$DAMS: I beg to move that  Clause 2 

stand part of the Bill. 
Dr. CUMRIINS: I beg to second that. 
Nr .  DEPUTY SPEAKER: On the passing of 

this Clause l would like to know if the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph can tell me whether 
there is any intention, as  was the case when the 
life of the Legislature was extended on the last 
occasion, to link the extension of the life of the 
Legislature with the curtailment of the powers of 
the Other Place. l remember that  when the three- 
year session of the Legislature was brought about, 
as onc might say, through the manifesto of the 
Labour Party, a period of three years was neces- 
sary so that a year might elapse in respect of 

1 legislation being rejected. Nothing has been done 
about this matter and I ail1 wondering if the mat- 
ter has been shelved or not. The next thing is 
this; i t  ~voulcl be a good idea whether we have a 
three, four or five-year life of the House, to make 
i t  conlpulsory to have annual sessions. I would 
like to hear something about that because I feel 
we should have our annual sessions regulated. I 
refer honourable members to the items on the 
Order Paper and they will see that  we have two 
sessions before 11s to-day; the items will have Ses- 
sion 1951-54 printed on them while the Order 
Paper mill have Session 1953-54 printed on it. At, ihe 
beginning of the life of the House, nobody k n c ~ s  
whether r-e will have annual sessions or what. There 
are a ntunbrr of Boar& which are appointed f x  a 
session of the Legislature; a t  least I know one of 
them in respect of which some trouble has been 
caused, and I think i t  wonld be better for  us to 
lrnom beforehand that there will be session 1951-52, 
then session 1952-53, then session 1953-54. We will 
kno~v  that there is not a session for  the whole life 
of the House. I think that in England there are 
annixnl sessions of the Legislature and we should 
also have annual sessions here. The last point is 
whether it mas necessary to delete two words from 
the Clause; on the previous occasion we deleted the 
word "two" and substituted therefor the word 
"three" and now we are deleting the words "three 
years" and putting back the word "years". 

Mr. ADAMS: As regards the first point I do 
not know that this Party has ever linked the ex- 
tension of the life of the House with curtailing 
the powers of the Other Place. The late Governor, 
Sir Hilary Blood, clid say what His Honour has 
~nentioned, in the Despatch which m* sent to the 
Secretary of State for  the Colonies as regards the 
Address which was passed by this House in which 
we saicl that we should be paramount in legisla- 
tion. but  I do not see the necessary connection 
between the extension of the life of the House 
and ciirtailjng the powers of the Other Place. 
What the late Governor said and the reply from 
the Secretary of State for  the Colonies might be 
found somewhere. but there is no connection be- 
tween these two things. If we did not have adult 
snffraqe earlier i t  was because that  did not worry 
us;  if ~ v e  have not pressed in the last year or so 
for cl~rtailing the powers of the Other Placp it 
was  because they were not troubling us and the 



mat te r  was not of a high priority. Honourable 
members know what we said in connection with 
the  Ho1icI;lys Wi th  P a y  Bill when tha t  Bill was 
+I.,ro\v11 out by the Other Place arid also what we 
said in  connection with the ' ' Maade ' ' Bill ; but !liere 
a re  two separate issues. W e  intend very shortly 
to  renlilltl the Colonial Ofice of what they have 
told us. Lf honourable members were follo~ving 
\vhat is being clone they ~ r o n l d  know that a Des- 
patch canlc out here fronz the Colonial Office say- 
ing  that  they will curtail the powers of the Other 
Place. That is a pa r t  of our policy and i t  is pos- 
sible no\v that T Y ~  are  getting Ministerial Status,  
to  have erything brought up to da te ;  we need 
to  h a r e  our. business brought up to date here. Ifre 
should sit two or three times a meek and have a 
recess; if \re are  becoinirig u p  to clate in one direc- 
t ion we shonltl become up to clate all round. Min- 
isterial Statns, the  extension of the life of the 
IIouse and th r  rc~.i;ision of the Rules of the Honse 
-all of tl~r.se 1 hope to  see come about very soon. 

As to thc c l~~est ion of having annual sessions, 
sometimc~s you have short sessions ancl soinetimes 
you have. long sessions. TTe can advise the Gov- 
ernor to prorogue the House so as to have annual 
sessions; it is a question of getting the Estimates 
Committ~th working. T entirely agree ~v i t l i  H& 
Honour as to having annual sessions but  not be- 
cause of nn>- linlring u p  of the life of the Honse 11 ith 
curtailing the pon-ers of the Other Place. A11 these 
things will be done as  speedily as it is huinanly 
possible to do them. Later on when we l i a ~ e  dis- 
cussion\ as to t h ~  Constitution I may be in  a posi- 
t ion to s a y  what I cannot say now; but  we have 
not drop~wci one iota from the position vh ich  we 
h a v ~  tal\-c.n np. 

Mr. I)EPTTTY SPEAICER: I thank the hon- 
ourable mcniber for  his reply as to annual sessioils 
of the I ~ ~ g i s l a t n r e .  This EIonse has not stnck to  
having aii t~ual sessions; the  present Government 
has introdncecl two Bnclgets in one session of the 
Honse. I n  so f a r  as  linking u p  the extension of 
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the Honse to three years with curtailing the ~ L W -  

ers of the Other Place is concerned, the ho~iour- X 
able nleinber's memory has failed him; there was 
a definite linking np of those two things because 
me were told that  before n-e have a real Parlia- 
ment Act we mould have to extend the life of the 
Honse for  three years so that such and such a thing 
could be done, and we would have time for doing 
SO and so. The Labour Party's manifesto said that  
a necessary thing ~ r o u l d  be the curtailment of the 
powers of the Other Place and I know the Colonial 
Office said that  they were ready to  do it. 

Mr. =\DAMS: The late Governor,. Sir  Hilary 
Blood, did ilse that ~xpression \vhrn he wrote th. ! 

k 
Secretary of State for  the Colonies, and  i t  was re- 
peated, but I cannot see the necessary connection. 

Mr. DEPTJTY SPEAKER:  I am saying that 
11 

a t  the time when the Bill to have a three-year life -1; of the House mas introduced i t  was said that we 
will do this thing first ancl the other thing after- - 
~vards .  

The question that Clause 2 s tand par t  of the  
k 

Bill was pn t  ancl resolved in the affirmative with- 
out clivision. 

On the motion of Jir. ADAJIS, seconded by 
Dr.  C ~ ~ N ~ I I N S ,  the CHAIRIIAN reported the passing 
of the  Bill in Comini t t~e.  

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER res~imed the Chair and 
reported accordingly. 

011 motions of Mr. ADAMS seconded by Dr. 
CU&IVIMIKS in eaach case, the Bill was read a third 
time and passed. 

THE ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. ADAMS: A t  this stage, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, I bep to mosre that this IXouse do now 
adjourn until  this day week a t  3 o'clock p.m. 

Mr. F. TJ. l \ 7 ~ ~ J ~ ~ ~ ~  secaonded the nlotioiz ~ ~ h i c h  
was agreed to, alld RIr. DEPUTY SPEAICER ad- 
journed the House aecorclil~gly. 




