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House of Assembly Debates

{OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION 1953—54

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 29th September, 1953,

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem-
bly met today at 3 o’clock, p.m.

Present .

His Honour, Mr. K. N. R. HusBANDS, (Spea,ke'r)
Dr. H. G. CannNs MD C. M., Mr A, E.
Lewis, (Deputy Speaker), Mr M E. Cox, Mr. ;J.
E. SMITH, (Charrman of Commitieesy, Mr. F. L.
Wavrcorr, Mr. R. G. Marp, Mr. ¥. C. Gopbparp, Mr.
¥. E. Miller, Mr. J. A. Hayngs, B.A,, Mr. J. C.
Morriey, Mr. C. E. TaLMa and Mrs, E E. BourNE

Prayers were read.

Mr. WinLaMs and Mr. VAucHAN entered the
Tiouse and took their seats.

MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting whick was held on
‘the 15th September, 1953, having been printed and
cireculated were taken as rcad and confirmed.

AMENDMENTS TO BILL BY
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the
Legislative Council the following:—
A Message from the Honourable the Legislative

«Council returning with amendments the Bill intituled
.an Act to amend the law relating to Income Tax.

PAPERE LAID
Dr. CUMMINS.: Mr. Speaker, I am commanded

1o lay Message No. 23/1953 dated the 28th of Sep-

tember, 1953, from His Hxcelleney the Governor. It
reads as follovrs :—

‘MESSAGE NO. 23/1953

His Excellency the Governor
To
The Honourable The House of Assembly

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to
refer to the Address dated the 26th May from the

Hencurable the House of Assembly requesting that
immediate steps be taken to commemorate the Coro-
nation of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth IT by the
erection of a Tuberculosis Sanatorium or some proper
place other than the Barbados General Hospital for
mmediate isolation and treatment,

2. His Excellency desires to inform the Hon-
ourable the House of Assembly that a Hospital
Plannim Committee has been set up to consider

““inter aha” the provision of adequate accommoda-
tion for the treatment of tuberculosis. The recom-
mendations of the Committee are awaited.

ROBERT ARUNDELL,
Governor.
(Government House,
Barbados.
28th September, 1953.
M.P.—3352 Vol, 1IV.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: 1 heg to give notice of the
following resclution:—Resolution to approve the
allocation of the balance of the Stabilization Fund
f:xed on the 23rd of September, 1953, by the Governor-
ip-Executive Committee on the advice of the Fancy
Molasses Contro] and Marketing Board under section
10 of the Barbados FFancy Molasses Production and
Export Act, 1937.

Mr. COX: Mr. Speaker, T beg to give notice of
a Bill intituled an Act to amend the Natvral Gas
Corporation Aect, 1950.

QUESTIONS

Mrs. BOURNE: To enquire of the appropriate
iwember of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of the House :—

Is Government aware that certain plantations in
the parish of St. Andrew have not paid the pro-
duetion bonus for the 1953 ecrop as provided for
in the Domestic Sugar Agreement?

2. If the answer ig in the affirmative what steps
does the Government propose to take to ensure that
these employers are forced to carry out the conditions
of this Agreement so that these workers may receive
their bonus?

Mr. MAPP: To enquire of the appropriate mem-
ber of the Executive Committee present at the next
meeting of the House—
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1. What are the qualifications, if any, of the
JAeting Organiser, Housecraft Centre.

2. If none, what considerations led to this person’s
&ppointment?

Mr. MAPP: To enquire of the appropriate
member of the Executive Comniittee present at the
next meeting of the House:—

1. In view of the difficulty being experienced in
obtaining a suitable piece of non-arable land in the
parish of St. Thomag for a playving field, and in view
of the fact that there is no suitable playing field in
that parish either for children or adults, will Govern-
ment consider the advisability of obtaining, by com-
pulsory purchase or otherwise. a plece of arable or
orass land for this purpose?

Mr. MAPP: To enquire of the appropriate
member of the Executive Committee present at
the next meeting of the House :—

1. What items of food have been released from
price control so far thig year?

2. Why have these items been so released?

3. How do these items compare in price before
and after the removal of such control?

BIiL READ A FIRST TIME

On motion of Mr, Cox seconded by Dr. Cummins,
the Bill intituled an Ac¢t to amend the Natural Gas
Corporation Aect, 1950, was read a first time.

REPLIES LAID

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, at this stage, I
beg to lay replies to Questions, No. 8 standing in the
rame of the honourahle senior member for St.
Thomas; Question No. 10 standing also in the name
of the same honourable member; and Question No.
13 standing in the name of the honourable junior
member for the City.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I beg to
lay replies to Question No. 14 standing in the name
ot the honourable junior member for City; and also
to Question No. 19 standing in the name of the same
honourable member.

Mr. BE. D. MorTLEY entered the House and took
his seat.

LEAVE TO PROCEED WITH ORDER NO. 2

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, T am asking leave
to proceed with Order No. 2.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
honourable member.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: This Qrder stands in the name
of the honourable junior member for St. Thomas:
To move the House into Committee of Supply to
consider the grant of sums of money for the service
of the Colony.

On the motion of Dr. ComMmins, seconded by
Mr. Cox, Mr. Speaker left the Chair and the House
went into Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being in
the Chair.

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, 1 am asking
leave to take charge of these two items which stand
under the name of the honourable senior member for
St. Joseph in Committee of Supply.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Lonourable member.

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Chairman, This first resolu-
tion is for the sum of $2.556 to be granted from the

Pubiic Treasury and placed at the disposal of the
Government in Executive Committee to supplement
tne Current Estimates. 1t is necessary to have this
fund so as to enable the Public Works Department
to employ additional statf in order to carry out
additional work entailed Ly that Department as a
result ¢f the Five Year Plen. As is well known, this
Department as a result of the Five Year Pro-
gramme of Public Works is now called upon to carry
ouit the erection of certain buildings in addition to
the normal work of the department. In order to
carry out this work adequately, the Department has
a~ked for additional staff and it is proposed that this
staff be appointed on a temporary basis until the
additional work of the Five Year Building Pro-
gramme is completed, It iv proposed to employ a
Superintendent of Works at a salary of $2,280 per
snnum and a Tracer and additional Clerk at a salary
of $1,128 per annum. These salaries will carry a cost
of living allowance.

I should also say that this supplementary estimate
1y making provision until the 31st March next, the
end of the current financial year. After that, provision
for the payment of these officers will be made in the
Current Kstimates,

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion.

Mr. ArpEr cawme into the Committee and took
his seat.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, While everybody
will say that it is necessary to have these workmen to
carry out the works, I think since the introduction of
the Five Year Plan, it is rather late to discover that
someone is needed to superintend these works and
somehbody else is needed for the drawing of plans
The Government must have been consulted over this
matter when the Plan was heing drawn up.

The next thing is that it has been pointed out
tnat this additional staff will be appointed on a tem-
porary basis which will only be for the time in which
this Department will be engaged in carrying out
the Five Year Building Programme. It strikeg nie-
that to appoint a Superintendent of Works and then
to say at the end of this temporary period of en-
gagement, that vou are coing to dismisg him and
other staff, there can only be one idea which will be
actuating the minds of those persons engaged in that
manner and that is: ‘“‘The quicker I get through with
this work, the quicker T am out of a job.”” I feel that
the plan of works shotld be related to the staff at
the Department and the temporary staff should be
engaged on the basis of contract work or something
of the kind. Of course, this contract work should be

supervised by the Public Works Department. T do-

1ot see how this staff can be set up and then at the
end of the time, you will tell them: ‘““You have com-
pleted the job for which I hired you; you are not
wanted any longer.”’ It does not seem right to me. It
strikes me as if you are going to run into difficulties.
by appointing this additional staff on a temporary
basis. Tt is bound to have a bad effect on the people:
so engaged. This Committee would like to know that
the Five Year Programme of works contemplated is
a4 good one and that these people who are engaged’
te do it have the intention of cetting through with
it as quickly as possible, but we know that it is neither-
conducive to the best work on the part of the person
nor on the point of view of the amount of work done
during the time when vou engage people to work on
a temporary basis.

¥ think it is most unfortunate that we should
have this resolution. T would have preferred to see an
alternative suggestion. As T have wsaid, T feel that

»
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tue programme of works should have been ittied ity
the work of the staff of the Department and ir it
were not possible to fit 1t in, the Government at that
time should have been made to understand tnat it
was impossible 0 do so.

Looking back on matters of this kind, I see that
you hoped to collect your Entertainment Tax with-
cut additional staff at the Income Tax Department
but that you did not well start to do so before you
a:d not have to come to this House and ask for addi-
tional statf. I would have believed that all these
matters were investigated beforehand. You now in
order to carry out your programme of works discover
that you want a Superintendent of Works and other
staff. I think it is most unfortunate that you now
find it necessary to do so both from the point of view
of the work to be done and from the people whom

you are going to employ.

Mr. COX: Before you put the question; Mr.
Chairman, I would just like to reply to one or two
points which were made by the honourable junior
niember for the City. There is something in what he
said in so far ag when the Five Year Plan was drawn
up the Public Works Department had something to
do with it and it should have been known at that time
that the Department was not staffed to carry out
the work entailed in the programme. I would like
to say in fairness to the Department that it did not
rnvisage that it would have heen called upon to build
tlie  distriet markets. As the honourable member
knows, an Act was passed in which power was given
in the Vestries to build and operate these markets,
the Government only supplying the money to erect
them. Since that, 'Government has changed its mind
and has decided to have these markets constructed
ny the Public Works Department. I know honourable
members will well appreciate this step which has
been taken by Government when I tell them that
Messrs Clarke & Tucker, Contractors to the St.
Michael’s Vestry sent in an estimate for $35,000 to
erect the Eagle Hall District Market and the Publie
Works Department has erected it for $9,000 less than
that estimate. As 1 have said, the erection of this
market was not originally agreed to be done by the
Public Works Department, but this and the other
markets which were proposed to be erected in the
Five Year Plan will be done by the Public Works
Department, so that it can be seen that there will be
a little more work which this Department will have
to carry out that was not envisaged at the time of
the drawing up of the plan.

So far as the guestion of getting rid of these tem-
porary officers when the Five Year Programme of
Works has been completed, T do not think that this is
likely to take place because these two officers are
more or less in the emplovment of Government
already and it is more a question of giving one of
these officers the opportunity of supervising work
and the other officer who is a T.ong Grade Clerk of
Laving him transferred to that Department entirely
inasmuch as he hag shown an aptitude for making

-drawings and can read plans.

Mr. WILLIAMS: 1 shall not be very long, Mr.
Chairman. but it seems to me from what the hon-
ourable senior member for St. Michael has said that
Department is rather like the
General Hospital which as vou know, T am worried
cver. If as the honourable member hae said that it

wag not contemplated that the Public Works Depart-

ment would have been called npon to build the Dis-
trict Markets. and following from that and in
secordance with what is contained in the addendum
'~ this rosolution that it is necessary to appoint these

two officers—one to superintend workg and the other
o prepare drawings and to look into the maintenance
or these buudings— 1 will advise the Government
to adopt a definite policy in public works and to take
@ new approach in the laying down of Government
bulldings. Just as hon. members have criticised
1he precemeal policy in regard to the extension of the
(teneral Hospital, so too the policy of constructing
Government buildings can be criticised. We have this
same piecemeal policy in our approach to buildings
in this country. I think the day has come when this
sort of attitude of make-do which is exhibited in
cur govermment buildings is not good enough. I
think it is correct to say that all over the world
people are taking the erection of buildings as a
serious development in the life of a country. 1 think
also that with the high building costs and with the
question of the proper utilisation of our land which
are two of our main factors, the time has come when
this Government should have its own architect. I
Lelieve somebody may say that I am stupid for advis-
ing Government. so to do, but 1 do so because 1 do
not want to be like one of those people who would
like to get up and criticise Government for employ-
ing an ordinary Long Grade Clerk to be a building
draughtsman and tracer of plans, although I am fully
aware that many fourth form boys have found their
mark in this respect in Barbados, While this may be
so, I do know that they are not in the line of proper
dranghtsmen of buildings nor ean they attain it
until they have made a study of it. I know also that
there are architects in some British Countries who
receive ag high as $800 a month for earrying out work
stch as we have set down in the Five Year Plan.

I do not think that in this matter of public works
you can have a sort of piecemeal policy: you cannot
continue this piecemeal policy in these days of 1953.
You must attach a proper staff to the Public Works
Department-— a statf which can plan for the erection
of any Government building and for thig to be so,
there must be a man who knows his stuff and one
who is a good architect. I think it is correct to say
that in the past we have had too much of a piecemeal
policy in regard to public buildings and it must
be deprecated because as years go by we have to think
of erecting more and of maintaining them. There
will also be the question of the proper utilisation of
our land for this purpose Because of these factors
we shall want a Public Works Department staffed
viith men who have the necessary knowledge and
foresight in these matters.

Mr, E. D. MOTTLEY : As far as thig resolution
is concerned, Mr. Chairman, the additional tracer
clerk strikes me as a necessity to the Public Works
Department because I fully appreciate the first
argument which is contained in the addendum to the
resolution about the extra work entailed as a result
of the Five Year Programme. What I would like to
refer to is the appointment of a Superintendent of
Works. I do not think you will need that officer if
vou are only going to set up a glorified clerk in that
office. If you are going to set up somebody in that
office with only the experience of doing clerical work
like typing out a work’s sheet, but without any know-
ledge at the bench of without any knowledge of read-
ing plans and superintending work on building, or if
vour idea is to pitch-fork somebody in the job, I will
say ‘“No.”” I therefore hope that the introducer of
this resolution will give this Committee some more in-
formation on thig point. Ag is known, a Superinten-
dent of Works is a wide term, and the tendency seems
{0 be to take any person without the necessary know-
ledge to fulfil jobs of this kind. When vo» do so.
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you only create confusion. If however, it is your in-
rention to put somebody with the necessary experience
in saperintending the erection of buildings, well
then, it will be all well and good.

When the honourable senior member for St.
Michael made the statement that By the Public Works
Department erecting the Eagle Hall District Mariet,
2 saving of $9,000 had been etfected, he made & wrong
statement. 1f a member in the position of the
honourable member makes a wrong statement
or withholds a correct statement from the House,
i4 can be rather misleading. The honourable mem-
ber said that a saving of $9,000 was effected on
the erection of the Kagle Hall District Market. 1
have mnobody to defend, but I attended a meeting
a few days ago at which the Colonial Secretary
issued a statement about the matter and it is quite
contrary to what the honourable member said. I take
it that the honourable member is a would-be minister
and that he should know the correct facts, hut
¢ither he is wrong or the Colonial Secretary on that
statement. There is a great difference in the state-

ments of two persons., Further, Sir, when the
honourable member makes the statement that the
building was estimated by the plan of the con-

tractors to the St. Michael Vestry to cost $35,000 and
that it was done by the Public Works Department
with a saving of $9,000 the honourable member
knows pretty well, if he is the minister for the
Public Works Department, that the plan was sub-
stantially changed. The statement which I have re-
ceived from the other side is that there was a
saving of $6.000. The honourable member says $9,000;
I do not kunow if he has taken a ‘6’ for a ‘9. 1
appreciate the fact that some of us do take a ‘6’ for a
97 At any rate. I hope that the honourable member
i3 not wilfully withholding the correct information
en this matter. T may say this. It should be appre-
ciated that in all estimates such as this for the
Luilding of the Distriet Market, they are usually
prepared allowing for circnmstances unforseen. When
the plan of that building was prepared, the building
was designed to carry a sinele roof—and the hon-
ourable junior member for St. George can bear me
cout in that statement. On my return. I see that
this plan has been changed and a double roof has
been nut on the buildine. Tt is therefore obvious that
this change in plan could have somefhine to do with
the gaving. The honourable senior member for St
Michael <hould have stated that this change may
have been responsible for the saving.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, I will ask the honour-
able junior member for St. Thomas to bear it in mind
that I stronely support the idea of appointing a
Superintendent of Works. In my own experience, I
find that if yvou are erecting buildings, you must have
somebody to superintend but I do not agree that you
should merely take somebody with a knowledge of
figures only to do that work. The person should
have a knowledge of working at the bench and should
ke able to read plans. Sometimes, T have been ac-
cused of bringing things out that were somewhat
secret. Sometimes vou hear that a certain person is
earmarked for a particular job long before the ap-
pointment is made and it is common knowledge whom
the (lovernment has earmarked for this job of Super-
intendent of Works. T therefore throw it out as a
warning to Government when it is about to appoint
thig officer to consider the person who has been bear-
ing the brunt and doine the actual job.

Mr. Brancker and Mr. CRAWFORD came inte
the Committee and took their seats.

Mr. COX: Allow me to speak once more and
before the honourable junior member for St. George
who may bring his technical knowledge to bear on
this question. fle will be able to tell this Committee
whether by putting up a roof in one section would
cost less than putting it up in two parts. I am a
luyman on this question, but from my way of think-
ing, I am of the opinion that putting it up in two
sections would cost more. I hope tbhe honourable
junior member for St. George would give the House
Lis knowledge on this question.

That the plan for the Eagle Ilall Market was
substantially changed is not a correct statement.
The only change in the plan was the construction of

the roof. The Vestry wanted a single roof to span
the building and the plan was so drawn but the

Puklic Works Department found it difficult to put
it up in one span and on that account decided to
put it up in two. I do not think any layman would
believe that putting it up in two spans would reduce
the cost. I may state that the Vestry went a little
further and has suggested to the Government to do
even more than was submitted in the plan when it
was first put before Government. The honourable
senior member for the City knows that this is so.
The Vestry wants shelves and other things which
were not estimated for to be erected in the market.
I therefore would say that there is no worthwhile
argument in that part of the address by the honour-
able senior member for the City.

‘With regard to the figures that I have just quoted,
with respect to the saving, I got them from the Act-
ing Colonial Engineer about four or five weeks ago.
[ have not seen him since to talk over the matter
again, but at that time, he told me that the building
was likely to be finished within the sum of $26,000.
That part of my statement may meed a little cor-
rection, but I know and the honourable senior mem-
ber for the City has agreed that there has been a
substantial saving in the building of the Eagle Hall
District Market by the Public Works Department.
‘Whether it be $6,000 or $9,000, it is a substantial
saving.

Touching on the point that somehody who has
already borne the brunt of the day and did the
actual supervision should be appointed as Superin-
tendent of Works. T would say that ag far as I
know, the person who is actually doing the supervision
and is a draughtsman is the man who is earmarked
to fill the office.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Just one point, Mr.
Chairman, What the honourable senior member for
St. Michael said with regard to the roof was mnot
my point. The honourable member may not be able
{0 read a plan closely. Suffice it to say that if you
draw a plan providing for concrete columns and
then somebody changes it and puts up something
different, that is a substantial change to the plan.

Mr. MILLER : Mr. Chairman, What I am worried
shout 1is not the remarks of the homourable senior
member for the City. As I know it and honourable
members must also agree, markets are regarded as
nonuments in any country but this Eagle Hall Dis-
trict Market ig not a monument of the age in which
we live, I gee the anxiety in the face of the honourable
senior member for St. Michael and I can well appre-
ciate his anxiety to get something domne and to tidy
up that part of Eagle Hall but that is not all to it.
With regard to the question of Superintendent of
Works, vou can get any number of persons who can
be termed superintendents, but you should get a
rroved superintendent. It is economical when you
get such a superintendent. Why I say so is because

= "oy,
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you only have to reflect on what has happened at
Combermere School. What has happened tnere was
purely because of the question or patronage. You
huave always ignored the engineerg even altnough you
Lave some of the best in the colony, such as Messrs.
D. M. Simpson & Company and bessrs Law and
Connell. If engineers like these were contracted by
Government the savings on buildings would be great,
but it seemg to be a question of patronage and that
is what seems to have seeped mto this question of
the building of the Eagle Hall District Market. The
Rt. Michael’s Vestry decided on somebody to draw
the plan and that plan was then submitted to Gov-
ernment or the Public Works Department to erect
tlie building. But what sort of plan was it? To say
that there has been a saving of $9,000 on the build-
ing is nothing terrific about it. That is a small thing.
What I am sorry about ig the design of the market
itself. Imagine that type of design being put into
effect for a construction of a market in this age!
It is a disgrace in the biggest sense of the word.
1t is unfortunate that the Public Works Department
had to carry out the construction of that building
according to that plan. When it comes to the question
of putting on that type of roof that is there, no proper
zrchitect in this age would think of covering it with
such a roof ; not even with that type which was drawn
in the original plan. As I have said, architecture is
an art and it represents the age in which you live.
The type of building which has been erected at
Tagle Hall for the market, more or less represents
architecture of fifty years ago to house animals. You
will see that tvpe of building on plantations. There
18 no change in detail. I appreciate the fact that
the honourable senior member for St. Michael wants
something done, but while that ig something done,
it is of no credit to the Government. Up to now,
robody can go in the market. There are no stands
yet built for hawkers; there are no arrangements for
articleg like watercress to be kept green. This market
is a misfit and a disgrace in this age where the thirst
2nd desire for modern construction are so pronounced.
If vou look at the commereial constructions which
have recently been put up, they are nothina like the
building which you see at Fagle Hall. T am sorry
that the Government wag left in the awkward position
of accepting that plan.

'With regard to the Combermere School, T do
not know what is going to be the position. Suppose
T would be told that the position there could not have
been averted owing to the flood or some other cal-
amity. :

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That has nothing to do with
this regolution at all. We are dealing with Superin
tendent of Works. I will ask the honourakle member
to keep to what is contained in the resolution.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, I was about to
enquire whether this Superintendent of Works will
have to superintend what may be done at Combermere
School. In closing, T will say that T am sorry about
these two matters. T would, however, tell the Gov
ernment that in selection of a Superintendent of
Works, it should try to get a technical man. The
money that would be given to a technical man would
not be thrown away and it would be better to do that
than to have some incompetent person to superintend
work which may have to be done in the future all
over again.

Mr. Apamg came into the Committee and took
his seat whilst Mr. MiLrEr was speaking.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Sir, What worries me is that
T thought that this evil tendeney of over expenditure
through the Five Year Plan had been passed, but
I see that this resolution iy vitally concerned with

it, due to the additional work as a result of the Five
Year Building Programme. Now Sir, I want to con-
demn the lag between legislative sanction in here
of certain measures and the beginning of the im.
plementation of them. I would also like to know what
cxactly has been started since we have approved of
the Five Year Plan. So far ag my memory serves me,
this resolution is the first thing that we are consider-
ing which has any specific reference to any construc-
tions that were earmarked in the Five Year Plan. I
van remember no other and as far as I can see, the five
years will go by and we will not complete one-fifth
of the work proposed and sanctioned in this House,
not by me, but by the majority of it.

You have heard all over the place about the
advent of ministerial status. If the lag between legis.
lative sanction and administration of the measure is to
continue as is now the custom, I can only say: God
nelp this country. I want members of the Government
te realise that they are entrusted with the responsi-
bility of carrying out the measures for the improve-
ment of the colony, like the construction of schools,
and so on, even though they have not been officially
recognised to do so yet. They should see to it that such
a great space of time does not elapse between the sane-
tioning of a measure by the Legislature and the im-
plementation of it. Unemployment is rife and there
is no excuse for not being able to find workmen ; you
can get more than you can use. I want to see something
really started. This resolution for provision of a Super-
intendent of Works and a Tracer Clerk is the first item
I see which deals specifically with this work that has
been given sanction to over ten months ago in the
¥ive Year Building Programme.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Chairman, the only thing
that worries me about this resolution is whether Gov-
ernment is going to get somebody suitable for Super-
intendent of Works at a salary of $2,880 per annum.
I think the cheaper may turn out to be the dearer.
i do mot think any suitable man will give up his job
to work for that salary and I know that unless Gov
ernment can get the proper type of technical man
for the job, it will not be doing anything; it will
simply be wasting money. This is the only thing that
s worrying me about this resolution. I do feel that
more supervision is wanted in that department.

The question that the Resolution do now pass
wag put and resolved in the affirmative without
civision. '

EX-GRATIA GRANT OF' $4,160
TO HERBERT LEON KING

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, This next
resolution is for $4,160 to be granted as an. ex-gratia
payment to Mr. Herbert Leon King, who was form-
erly Chief Inspector of Highways, St. Michael. As
can be seen from the addendum, Mr. King was in
the employ of the Commissioners of Highways of
St. Michael for 32 years during the last 12 of which
he was Chief Inspector of Highways. When the high-
ways of St. Michael were taken over by the Central

Road Board and the Commissioners of Highways of

St. Michael, ceased to function, naturally, the
employees of whom Mr. King was one ceased working
with them. Tt is alleged that Mr. King went to work
afterwards with the Central Road Board for a short
period though, unfortunately, that cannot be veri-
fied owing to the records of the Central Road Board
having been destroved in the Central Foundry fire.

There now arises the question of a pension for
Mr. King. Tt has been stated that the Vestry of St.
Michael was sympathetie towards Mr. King receiv-
g a pension and the Vestry took steps to pass a
private bill through the Legislature to grant him a
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pension. In those days, under the Pension Employ-
ees Aect, if the Vestry wished to give a pension to
an employee, it had to apply to the Legislature for
permission. The Vestry of St. Michael did petition
the Legislature for a pension for Mr. King but the
Speaker of that day ruled that the Bill was out of
vrder inasmuch as the funds of the Highways Com-
missioners of the several parishes were not raised by
Vestry rate. As you know, the funds which are put
at the disposal of the several Highways Commissioners
come from highway taxes, such as taxes on cars
and other vehicles, along with the grant from Gov-
ernment ; therefore, the Speaker of that day ruled
the petition of the St. Michael Vestry to pay Mr.
King a pension out of order.

The matter likewise lapsed until recently when
it was revived by Mr. King who in his contention
for his right of a pension cited other cases of paro-
chial employees of the Highway Board of St. Michael
such as  Messrs. W, O. Payne, J. Daniel, J. N.
Straughn, Walter Williams and others who were
treated to a pension or a gratuity from the Central
Government. A few of these cases I remember par-
tieularly well. 1 know of Mr. Straughn and Mr.
Payne’s cases and recently of Mr. Coppin’s ecase.
There are many cases of this sort which Govern-
ment_has treated sympathetically either by way of
a gratuity or by way of a pension. Mr. King’s case
is similar to these. I think I need not say anything
more. The addendum is a full statement of the facts
as well as I think I have given all the neecessary
information. I now beg to move that this Resolution
(10 now pass.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, 1 must say that
it is very regrettable that a case of this sort which
has had so much similarity to others which have
been considered sympathetically has been kept lan-
guishing for such a long time. I do know that Mr.
King is a very sick man now—he has been so for
quite a period of time—and if he had died, he never
would have got this consideration by Government of
vhich I think he is deserving. We have at present
the Manager of the Peasants’ Loan Bank to whom
we have passed special legislation so that his pen-
sion may be computed on the service which he gave
as an emplovee of the St. Thomas Vestry. Provision
was also made for the Revd. A. E. Armstrong who
formerly worked for a subsidiary board of the St.
Nhichael’s Vestry. It therefore strikes me as some-
thing peculiar that Mr. King was placed in this posi-
tion of being unable to get any farther about this
matter.

I am very glad that this Government has done
something about it as I do not consider that there
is anything unusual about it. I think the only thing
unusual about it is that Mr. King is 79 years old
now and is probably getting down in life. I have
understood from the many people who worked with
him that he did work for a period of time with the
Central Road Board and it is unfortunate that there
being no record of it, his gratuity has been computed
without that period. That could have been verified
However, T think it would be unfortunate to delav
it any longer for that matter. T also want to say
that to reduce the ex-gratia grant or to pension him
now may be robbing him of something which he
really deserves. In closing, I must offer the present
Government congratulations for having attended to
this matter. Probably, it might bring refreshment to
Mr. King in what might be termed the last hours
of his life.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Sir, I rise to support
my colleague in the passing of this resolution but
T also have one or two other comments to make. Y

was not a bit surprised when I went through very
carefully the past rulings of this Assembly on this
matter to find that Mr. King was connected with a
newspaper. Because of that, I was not a bit surprised
to see these rulings. I never c¢an, nor do I believe
any honourable member can see the justice in the
ruling of a former Speaker of this Assembly on this
matter.

While the present Government must be com-
mended in coming to this decision to assist Mr. King
by way of an cx-gratia grant, there are other anoma-
lies in matters of this sort caused to persons in lower
walks of life. I am going to cite one case and 1
make my comments more particularly to the hon-
ourable junior member for St. Thomas and the
junior member for St. Peter. I will preface my re-
marks by saying that the Secretariat has given me
2l the possible assistance in looking up the matter
of a pension for a retired agricultural worker at
Codrington who has given nearly thirty years of
service to this Government. My eriticisms are mainly
to a rude and ignorant Civil Servant who said
maliciously because I went to Codrington to look
up this matter for this old woman and because the
books in which her name appeared could not be
found that he was going to see that she does not
get any pension. This old woman does not live in
my constitueney but because of my civie pride, I
feel it 18 my right to help her. 1 am one of those
people who do mnot forget the bridges which I have
passed over. One wonders where are the Social Wel-
fare Officers and what are you paying them for
when there are people in this lowly walk of lifc
such as this poor humble agricultural labourer who
wants the pension that she is deserving of, but who
cannot read letters which she receives from the
office and cannot supply the necessary information
of herself but who is forced to walk around and
pay out a lot of money to people to do it for her.
‘Where are the Social Welfare Officers? What are
they doing?

I do hope the honourable junior member for
St. Thomas will look into this matter as quickly as
pdssible. This woman has put in a number of years
as a labourer at Codrington and because they can-
not find the necessary books there to show the time
when this woman worked there, they are placing
the onus on this woman to get the facts and bring
in an affidavit. When you find that books are lost
cduring a certain period, it shows that something
was going wrong at that time. Mr. Chairman, yon
know as well as T do that if you tell an old agricul-
tural woman about an affidavit that she will not
know what vou mean. Because of that, I strongly
object to the type of big-belly, eat-a-lot eivil servant
who is nothing else but rude and ignorant and 1
hope that my remarks will bring him to a sense of
realisation of his errors.

Mr. Chairman, I support this resolution and in
doing so, T hope that my remarks will not fall on
deaf ears and that the honourable junior member
for St. Thomas will cause an investigation to be
made into the matter to which I referred. May I
say that there is no point of asking this old woman
to get all of those affidavits; let some person from
the Department go out and make the necessary inves-
tigations in the matter. 1 look forward to seeing
something done in the matter.

The question that the resolution do mow pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On motion of Dr. CumMmiNs, seconded by Mr.
Cox, the Chairman reported and Mr. Speaker re-
sumed the Chair and reported the passing of two
Resolutions in Committee.
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On separate motions of Dr. CumMiNs, seconded
by Mr. Cox in each case, the Resolutions were read
a first and second time and agreed to.

RESOLUTION APPROVING RATE OF SALARY
TO BE PAID INSPECTORS OF WELLS

On the next Order of the Day being called :—

Resolved that the House of Assembly approve
the rate of salary to be paid to the Inspectors of
Wells appointed under seetion 16 of the Under-
ground Water Control Aet, 1951-——66 as set out in
the Schedule hereto, and that the Legislative Council
be invited to concur herein, and if concurred in,

Resolved that His Excellency the Governor be
asked to assent and take the mnecessary steps to give
effect to this Resolution.

Mr., F. L. WALCOTT: Myr. Speaker, this reso-
lution is more or less a formality so far as the
Legislature is concerned. It is in accordance with
Section 16 of the Water Control Act, 1951, which
states: ‘‘The Board shall appoint such officers and
servants for such time and on such conditions as
may be approved by the Governor-in-Executive Com-
mittee and at such salaries as the Legislature shall
determine.’’

The salary which this Board is asking the Legis-
lature to approve to pay to these inspectors, ten in
number for the two months which it will take them
to complete the work is $72 per month plus a Cost
of Living Allowance. These wells have been regis-
tered. 1 regard the salary of $72 per month as the
same whleh is being paid to the Inspectors of Cotton
who will carry out the inspection of these wells. T
do not think it is necessary to give any more inform-
ation on this question. I therefore beg to move
that this Resolution do now pass.

Dr. CummiNs seconded the resolution.

Mr. TALMA: I would like to ask the honour-
able junior member for St. Peter if a certain
anomaly which existed at the Department of Agri-
culture in which a certain inspector was appointed
bkut for which post there was no salary attached has
been regularised. T would like to know if anythine
has been done in this respect.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am sorry to inform
the honourable member that I am in no position to
answer that question today. I have some recollectior
about it, but whatever is the information on the
matter, I will promise to give him at some other date.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, On reading the
addendum attached to this resolution, am I to under-
stand that the Cotton Inspectors will be appointed
for this purpose and that they will get this $72 per
month as additional salary plus a Cost of Living
Allowance for the two months in which theyv are
appointed? If you use these Cotton Inspectors to
do the job, of course they must be paid. The work
which they do seems to fit themselves for this job
of inspecting wells but the question T am asking
is: Are they going to be knocked off their work as
Cotton. Inspectors to do this job? T want to get
that cleared up. I also want to know why with a
temporary appointment such as this—according to
the addendum for two months—the salary of these
people must be caleulated with a Cost of Living
Allowance attached to it. We have people inspecting
scale beams during the crop season and they get a
salary for the period without cost of living allow-
ance added. Now vou are going to appoint a man
already in your employ to do this job. vou mus?
pay him a salary with a Cost of Living Allowance.
Whv can’t yon pay these inspectors $75 a month as
the salaryv? Why must you pay $72 a month plug a
Cost of lemrv Allowance? Tt seems as if this is only

being done to complicate matters. Is this a pension-
avle job in which you do nct want to compute the pen-
sion on the whole salary and therefore you give a
salary and a cost of living allowance? There may
be an explanation. I would like to hear it. As I see
it, you are asking a man to do a job for a temporary
period of two months and for that period you can
not give him a salary but you must give him a
salary with a cost of living allowance.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Speaker, Does the hon-
ourable junior member for the City expect these
inspectors to work for less than what they are accus-
tomed of getting during the two monthg that they
will be inspecting the wells? They are accustomed
to salary plus cost of living allowance.

Air. LEWIS': If the honourable member were
iistening carefully to what I said he would not have
made that remark. I said to increase the salary to
what it is with the cost of living allowance and call
all of it salary.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The honourable junior
weniber for the City is objecting to the computation
of the salary of these inspectors with cost of living
allowance. What difference does it make? 1 do not
sve any. The persons to be emploved are cotton in-
spectors whose work of inspection ceased in August.
The Department of Agriculture contemplate using
these same people to inspect the wells. The Depart-
ent is taken the people who are already working for
the Government to de the job and at the constituted
salary which they are being paid as Cotton Inspectors.
That salary is computed with a cost of living
allowance. T do not see what difference doeg it make.

Mr. CRAWEFORD : Mr. Speaker, I do not see the
reason why these cotton inspectors should be given
the job of inspecting the wells merely because they
are already employ.d in the Government Service.
Why can’t your Distriet Agricultural Inspectors who
should know where are all these wells do the job
Just as well? Ag a matter of fact, your District Agri-
cultural Inspectors will have more knowledge of your
wells than your Cotton Inspectors. In any case, L
am suggesting that it is most undesirable to employ
men who are already in the Government Service
to do this temporary job. The location of all of these
wells in the various parishes is nothing difficult to
find; as a matter of fact, most of these wells are al-
ready registered, so the Water Control Board will
Pave an account of the location of these wells. 1 merely
want to suggest that when these temporary jobs crop
np which do not call for a great deal of businesg acu-
nmen or anything like that, it might well be that you
should think of the unemployed people who are
capable of doing the work and give them a job.
Cotton Inspectors are already employed. It is true
that they are employed for a specific period but there
are many other people who are not working at all.
There is a lot of people who have no sort of income
during the year in the various parisheg \VhO can
inspect wells to see what condition they are in. In
my opinion, it is neither convenient or business
ability to take up people who are working already
and add to their income when in vour doing so you
are leaving out many who have no income at all

T am sucgesting that when the Water Control
Board or anv other Government Department have
work to be done of a temporary nature, where pos-
sible. to give these jobs to persons who are unem-
ploved. Tt is very much more desirable to do so.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.
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Dr. CUMMINS: Mr, Speaker, that ends Govern-
rient Business for the day.

PAROCHIAL EMPLOYEES PENSION BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: The first item of . Private
Members’ Business stands in the name of the hon-
curable jumior member for Christ Church: Second
reading of a Bill to amend the Parochial Employees
Pension Act, 1944 as amended by Acts of 1947, 19438,
1949, 1950, 1951 and 1952.

Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Speaker, This Bill seeks to
amend the Parochial Employees Pension Act, 1944
(1944-14) as amended by the Parochial Employees
Pension (Amendment) Acts of 1947 to 1952. 1t is
one of three Bills which have been brought in from
the Vestry of St. Michael to make amendments to the
Act. In this case, this Bill seeks to increase the rates
paid to pensioners of that Vestry who have retired
prior to the 25th March this year a rate of fifty
per cent of the first £100 of their pension and forty
per cent of the second £100. This Bill has been re-
newed every year and is just a matter of form.

I now move that it be read a second time.

Mr. ALLDER seconded the motion.

Mr. LEWIS: I must apologise to the honour-
able junior member for Christ Church if by the
point which T shall raise, would cause him to rise
again. 1 would like the honourable member to tell
tuis House why these three cost of living Bills have
been delayed so long. I would like an explanation
and I think it is necessary. Vestries have been giving
this cost of living allowance to their employees for
a number of years and it is now purely a matter of
form.

T think when a similar Bill as this was intro-
duced on the last occasion, the Crown Law Officers
rendered some assistance in shaping and getting it to
come up in the ordinary course of bills. I know the
financial year of these Vestries ends on the 24th
March. Probably, it would be a good thing to malke
arrangements to pay pensioners of these parochial
suthorities for the seven days after the 24th March;
but whether this is done or not, this Bill and similar
bills can be put on the Expiring Laws Act. I said so
on the last occasion when these bills were brought Vin
by my colleague but for some unknown reason, the
Vestry of St. Michael has sent these Bills in the
same way as has been done every year with the
exception that this year they are presented later
than usual with the result that the people for whom
they make provision have had to do without their
cost of living salaries and pensions all of this time.
I do feel that an explanation is necessary and I am
hoping that a reasonable explanation will be given
because so far ag I am concerned, T want to see that
some justice is done to these people. From some in-
formation which I have heard and which T will tell
the honourable junior member for Christ Church,
the people feel that the Vestries keep back these
Bills until after voting time for election to the ves-
tries and things like that. I am not in a position to
say whether that is true or not. For the Vestry of
St. Michael to delay this matter for such a long time
and then the honourable junior member for Christ
Church who presented it offering no explanation
shows that something is in the air. The St. Michael
Vestry is supposed to follow whatever the Government
does. T would like to know exactly what ig the posi-
ion with recard to this matter. Do tell me something.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, There are two
separate cost of living allowances given to pensioners
of the St. Michael Vestry and the Vestry this year

has decided to follow Government and consolidate
the first one. In doing that, the Vestry had to drait
a new Bill through 1ts solicitors and as honourable
members know, that takes time. That is the reason
why these Bills have been late.

The next Bill which I hope to move in a couple
<f moments is one which is renewed every year but
it has one amendment and that hag caused the delay
of that. As honourable members are aware, Vestry
Bills have to be advertised and the usual process of
these Bills does cause some delay. I too sympathise
with the many people who are waiting all thig time
t¢ get these increases owing to the delay of these
Bills. As I have said this Bill consolidates the first
cost of living bonug and that is a departure from the
usual practice. I think this explanation should
satisfy the honourable member.

Mr. TALMA.: Mr. Speaker, Thig Bill seeks to
increase the pensions of parochial pensioners of St.
Michael. I would like to krow from the honourable
introducer of this Bill if what is contained in it
will only affect these pensioners of the St. Michael
Vestry. I am hoping that inasmuch ag the honourable
member who not only represents the parish of Christ
Church in thiz Chamber along with me, but is also a
member of the Christ Church Vestry, would give
tne same instructiong that are contained in this Bill
to the Vestry of Christ Church so that they could
be adopted for the benefit of the parochial pensioners
of that parish. I think this should also serve as a
sort of precedent not only for the Vestry of Christ
Church, but probably for all Vestrieg of this island.

Mr. SPEAKER: What the honourable member
is stating does not relate to this bill. The honourable
member may ask privately that this be done.

The question that the Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Mr. Gopparp seconded by Mr.
ALLDER Mr. SpEAKER left the Chair and the House
went into Committee on the Bill, Mr, Smira being
in the Chair.

On the motion of Mr. Gobparp seconded by Mr.
ALLDER, the Preamble was postponed.

Clauses 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 were called and passed.

The Preamble wag then called and agreed to.

On the motion of Mr. Gopparp seconded by Mr.
ALLDER, the Chairman reported the passing of the
Bill in Committee.

Mr. SpeakEr resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

On motions of Mr. ‘Gopparp seconded by Mr.
ALIDER in each case, the Bill was read a third tims
and passed and the title read and agreed to.

PAROCHIAL EMPLOYEES PENSIONS (COST
OF LIVING ALLOWANCE) BILL 1953

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
also stands in the name of the honourable junior
member for Christ Church:—To move the second
reading of a Bill to amend the Parochial Employees
Pension Act, 1944 as amended by the Acts of 1947,
1948, 1949, 1950, 1951, 1952 and 1953.

Mr. GODDARD: This Bill is an amendment
to the Parochial Employees Pension Aect, 1944, to
which amendments have been made since 1947.
This Bill seeks to grant to the retired Parochial
Employees of the Vestry of St. Michael an allow
ance at the rate of 20% in respect of the first £10°
of pension or any part thereof, at the rate of 714%
in respect of the second £100 of pension or any
part thereof and at the rate of 5% in respect of
the 3rd £100 of pension or any part thereof. This
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is a Bill which is passed every year. I beg to
move that this Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. LEWIS: I beg to second that.

The question that this Bill be now read a sec-
ond time was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

On the motion of Mr. Gobparp, seconded by
Mr. LeEwis, Mr. SpeEAkKER left the Chair, and the
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SmiTH
being in the Chaijr.

On a similar motion, the Preamble was post-
poned.

Clauses 1 to 5 inclusive were called and passed.

The Preamble was called and agreed to.

On the motion of Mr. GoppaArp, seconded by
Mr. LeEwis, the Chairman reported the passing of
the Bill in Committee.

Mr. SpEARER resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

On motions of Mr. Gobparp, seconded by Mr.
LEwis in each case, the Bill was read a third tim:
and passed.

VESTRIES (COST OF LIVING BONUS TO
EMPLOYEES) (AMENDMENT) BILL,
1953

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Dav
also stands in the name of the honourable junior
member for Christ Church:—To move the second
reading of a Bill to amend the Vestries (Cost nf
Living Bonus to Employees) Act, 1947, as amendeq
by the Acts of 1948 1949, 1950, 1951 and 1952.

Mr. GODDARD: This is an annual Bill; only
two employees are affected by it — the Parochial
Treasurer and the Vestry Clerk. A Bill of this sor*
has been passed every year, and the provisions ut
this Bill will expire in March, 1954. T beg to move
that this Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. ALLDER: I beg to second that.

Mr. COX: I am not opposing this Bill but 1
would like to draw to the attention of the honour
able introducer, and indeed to the attention of the
House, that all is not well in so far as the emplov-
ment of these parochial employees are coneerned.
Quite recently it was represented to me that great
discrimination exists where the granting of ir.
creases in salaries ig concerned. It has been repre-
sented to me that of the number of nurses who
are employed at the Almshouse, only two of them
have had increases in their salaries this year; oue
has been increased to the tune of $20 a month
and the other to $5 a month. As far as I have
gathered, none of the others has been given any
inerease. I want to say that when that sort c¢f
discrimination exists, discipline must be undermin-
ed and, as a result, administration cannot exist
That state of affairs brings great discontent amone
the staff and, in the end, the inmates—the poor
old people who, through no fault of their own, have
been forced on account of economic conditions intc
this Institution—must suffer. If the members of
the staff are not properly paid and if increases in
.salary are given to one or two individuals and not
to all, as has been done by the Government, thers
is bound to be much discontent.

The honourable junior member for Christ
Church in introducing the Bill before this one,
said that the Vestry of St. Michael were following
the example of the Government. Since 1949 every
body got an increase and there cannot be any jus-
tification for increasing one or two people and not
the others at this stage. T repeat; with that dis-
erimination you must have discontent among the
staff, discipline must be undermined and the in-
mates must suffer. T sincerely hope that the mem-
bers of the Vestry present in this House will go

into this qnestion; if they say they are following
the principle adopted by the NGovernment, they
would be morally bound to mmcrease the salaries ot
all their employees proportionately with the in-
crease made to the individwal who recelved an
increase of $20 a month. The Matron has not beew
considered and, after all, she is in charge of the
Nurses and discontent is bound to arise. I hope
that the vresponsible authorities will see to this
matter and redress the wrong which is being done.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : 1 only want to say this;
at the present time there ig still an incremental sys-
tem in operation at the Almshouse and indeed the
entire parochial service. 1 am quite sure that the
Committee which is dealing with salaries have mot
met yet; only a few days ago I was asking about the
advisability of convening a meeting of the Commit-
tee very shortly. I suppose that some people will
express any opinion against the Vestry as long as that
Body is called a Vestry; some people will express
their views without any reason. If you have an
incremental system, some people will be given their
increment at one period, others will be given theirs at
another, period, but at some period the inerements of
one individual must be stopped and those of another
ndividual must go on.

I do not quite follow the honourable senior mem-
ber for St. Michael when he says that increases of
salary have been given to some people and not to
others. There has been a new appointment made at
the Almshouse. It has been discovered that there
were certain people doing certain work and they were
rot getting salaries commensurate with the work
which they were doing: recommendations have been
made and those salaries have been brought up to a
certain level and all the employees will be given
proper consideration. There has not been any promise
made that employees will be given consideration
similar to that given to the people at the Hospital.

The only thing I recall is that at the Almshouse
the marginal difference between the Matron and the
Assistant Matron has always been a matter of £50
a year. Last year when the HEstimates were gone
into, by some error the Assistant Matron did not get
ber inerement and in this year the matter was drawn
to the attention of the Board, and that matter was
deal with. There was no question of any salary
increase. As to the other case, that was purely a
question of the person in charge of the children and
a special allowance has always been given for the
person in that post. Whoever is the nurse in charge of
the children it ig felt that that is a special responsi-
kility; and no particular nurse is selected for this
work for six months or anything like that. I repeat
that no salary increases have been made as yet; the
ficures are now heing worked out and it is considered
that the employees should be the necessary assistance
as far as possible in keeping with recommendations
of the Government.

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,

On the motion of Mr. Gopparp. seconded by
Mr. AurpeEr, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair. and the
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. Smrra
being in the Chair.

On a similar motion, the Preamble was postponed.

Clauses 1 to 4 inclusive were called and passed.

The Preamble was called and agreed to.

On the motion of Mr. GoppARD. seconded by Mr.
ALLDER., the CHATRMAN reported the passing of the
Bill in Committee. -

Mr. SpeakER resumed the Chair and reportea
aceordingly.
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On motions of Mr. Gopparp, seconded by Mr
ALLDER, in each case, the Bill was read a third time
and passed.

APPOINTMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEE

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to appoint
the following honourable members as a Seleet Com-
mittee to collaborate with tae Select Committee of
the Liegislative Couneil on the question of over-popu.
lation of thig Island :—The honourable junior member
for St, Thomas (Dr. Cummins), the honourable senior
nrember for St. Andrew (Mrs. Bourne), the honoura-
ble junior member for St. Lucy (Mr. Williams), the
honourable junior member for Christ Church (Mr.
Gioddard), the honourable genior member member for
£t. Philip (Mr. Crawford) and the honourable junior
member for St. (George (Mr. Miller).

Mr. MAPP : Mr. Speaker.—May I ask if you are
appointing thig Committee or discharging it?

Mr. SPEAKER: This Committee is being ap-
pointed.

Mr. BARROW: I would like to know if this
Committee ig identical with the Committee which was
appointed by this House some time ago to go inte
the same question. I would also like to know if that
Committee has ever made or presented any Interim
Report.

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot answer those questions
at the moment, but it is not within my recollection
that this matter has been dealt with. The vecords of
the House would have to be looked up.

Mr. CRAWFORD: As far as I remember, the
honourable semior member for St. John was a member
of the Committee; his name must have been over
looked,

Mr. SPEAKER: The name of the honourable
scrior member for St. John (Mr. Allder) is included
in that Committee.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that this House
do now adjourn for half an hour.

Mr, COX: 1 beg to second that,

Mr. MAPP: T beg to move ag an amendment
that this House do now adjourn until this day
fortnight at 3 o’clock p.m.

The question that this House do now adjourn for
kalf an hour was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

ADDRESS RE REPRESSIVE MEASURES
TAKEN AGAINST THE KENYA
NATIVE POPULATION

On re-assembling,

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
under Private Members’ Business stands in the name
of the honourable senior member for St. Philip:—
To move the passing of an Address to His Excellency
the Governor relating to repressive measures being
taken by the Government of Kenya against sections
«f the native population,

Mr. CRAWFORD:
fellows - —

This Address reads as

The House of Assembly
To
His Ezcellency The Governor

The House of Assembly are profoundly disturbed
over the reports of the repressive measures which
are being taken by the Government of Kenya against
sections of the native popnlation which have not been
proven to be in any way associated with the alleced

terrorist activities in the colony, and respectfully
request that Your Excellency will convey to H.M.
Prmcipal Secretary of State for the Colonies its
deep disquiet over the existing state of affairs.

L can assure honourable members that although
there is so much to be said on this matter I intend to
be very brief. 1 should like to say, first of all, that L
offer mo apology whatsoever for raising this matter
kere. If there is any matter which affects the Jewish
people in any given country, international Jewry
makes it of deep concern. Similarly with the vital
issues affecting the welfare of other people; the mem-
Lers of the particular people or race are d4pt o cou-
cerp, themselves with them. Therefore 1 see no reason
why a matter like this affecting people like ourselves
who are, in the first place, British Colonials, and in
the second place mainly of African deseent, should
1ot be our deep interest and concern.

There is no question about it that what is taking
place today in Kenya ig really a matter for deep
coneern on the part of people like the Kenya natives.
As far back as 1948 the African natives of Kenya
sent a petition to the United Nations drawing at-
tention to the deep-seated grievances which they
had. Just before the disturbances brewed up in that
colomy over a year ago, the Kenya natives sent a4
Jeputation to the Seecretary of State for the Colonies
also to lay bare the existing grievances and to de-
mand redress. It is well knowu that the Secretary or
State for the Colonies refused to see the delegation.
i am not apologizing for any terrorism or any illegal
action on the part of the Kenya natives ag a whole or
on the part of any particular group of the Kenya
natives; but I think it will certainly be conceded that
when a matter has reached a certain point beyond
whieh it beeomes intolerable, when the oppressed
have taken every legitimate means of bringing to the
aitention of the authorities the grievanceg which they
are suffering without any satisfactory result, it is not
to be wondered at if they are foreed to take the law
into their own hands. That iy why I have tried to
make it clear at the outset that even if some of the
action on the part of some of the natives of Kenya
may be considered ag illegal, they certainly did
attempt in the beginning to air their grievances in
the most constitutional manner to get redress both
before the United Nations and His Majesty’s Prin-
cipal Secretary of State for the Colonies.

There is no doubt about it that the Kenya
‘natives had a grievance; over half a million acres
of the most fertile land have been taken from
about a million people and given to a handful of
European settlers! We have been forced to read,
if only casually, in the newspapers of what is taking
place in Kenya. We know that to these people their
land meant everything; the land was their mother.
If you took a piece of land from the family who
owned it, you were not regarded as the outright
owner, but you worked it; no one had a full claim
te any land in the country unless he could prove
that it was actually forest land and he had made
it cultivable. Iand was a most important thing to
the existence of these people, so that when the land
was taken away from them and they were foreed to
work on it as wage-earners, that in itself would be
bound to create the first set of opposition. This ig
good, fertile land; as a matter of fact, the European
settlers in Kenya regarded the Kenya highlands as
the Paradise of earth. Here you have land which
is well watered. fertile, picturesque and what not,
and you have aliens dispossessing the owners of it
and compelling them to work as wage-earners on
land which they formerly owned! The amount of
land of which these natives were dispossessed ‘s

4
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about 166000 square miles—a thousand times the
size of Barbados. You can imagine natives being
dispossessed of an area of land ome thousand times
the size of Barbados and that land being distributed
among two or three thousand farmers and the former
owners being compelled to be serfs on that land! 1
remember that Just about two or three weeks ago a
former member of the British West Indian Regi-
ment told me that during the first World War when
this land was first being given to European settlers
that some of the British soldiers applied for per-
mission to settle on this land in Kenya, because they
were offering ordinary people as much as 1,300 acres
for a settlement. These foreigners came in, took
away the land from these natives and forced them to
work on the land for the most inadequate wages.
Just to give an idea of the sort of wages paid by
smployers in Kenya up to the time of the disturbances,
in July last year a member of the House of
Commons, Mr. Leslie Hale presented a copy of a
contract made between natives of Kenya and the
cwner of a big plantation in Kenya, Mr. Blundell,
President of the Kenya Legislative Council. The wages
offered were less than 12 cents a day on contract.
Up to 1952 Mr. Hale told the House of Commons
that the standard wage for adults was 12 cents a
day and for children, a cent a day. The President
of the Kenya Legislature was contracting last year
to pay 12 cents a day on a three-vear contract with
the natives! Ts it to be wondered at that under
those conditions some of the people might be forced
to lose all respect for law and order and take the
law into their own hand?

Let us see how they have been answered; when
those people were forced in their own unprotected
and parlous condition to seek redress, what hap-
pened? Between June 1st and July 23rd this year,
6,000 of their cattle and 30,000 of their sheep were
seized. The people themselves were killed to the
tune of 751 during that period. A large-scale war
of extermination is being waged among the people
because they had the temerity to usurp what they
regarded as their rights, and what all reasonable
people would regard as their
large section of the British Army in Kenya together
with the local Regiment and an Air Force, and it is
open season for shooting among the Kenyva natives
As a matter of fact, the Officer in command of the
Kenya campaign has given orders to the men under
his control that it is not enough to kill 10 or 12
out of 100; he has said that people must be killed
or captured, but too many must not be captured
The order is; ‘‘Shoot to kill and shoot straight.’
Those are the orders which are being earried our.
On June 4th, 19 people were killed: on June 7th,
12 were killed; on June 9th, 18 were killed and
on June 11th, 15 were killed. They actually killec
%01 people in one day; that was a special operation
cn July 6. Thev have a battalion of Lancashire
Fusiliers and vou have the entire Kenva Regiment
itself with armoured ecars, anti-aireraft and what
rot.

You have 12,000 Police, 10,000 Volunteers and
a detachment of the Royal Air Foree; you have over
40,000 troops in all with all the modern equipment
of war to kill out these natives purely because they
endeavoured to protest against the tyranny and
injustices which are being inflicted on them by the
local Kenya Government with the endorsement of
the British Imperial Government itself. Even if
there was any attempt made to execute justice on
those who have been found guilty of breaking law
eand order, one might feel that things are not as
bad as they might have been. But what has hap-
pened? Even in respect of those who are to be

rights. There is a;

tried, the troops are taking the Magistrates with
them and the trial takes place in the atmosphere of
1the military campaign itself. The JMagistrates are
trying cases in an atmosphere like that! There is
1o attempt justly to try these people; in an atmos-
phere of violence with the people being terroriseaq,
anything can happen, and you have the spectacle
of Magistrates ordering convicted persons to be
cxecuted in the precinets of compounds with thous-
ands of natives watching the execution. Ome is
foreced to the conclusion that Hitler died a bit too
early, otherwise he could have learned a lot from
what the British and the Kenya Governments are
doing in Kenya, and with such ruthless measures
he might have been able to subjugate Europe. You
will find that it is easy to possess a country after
exterminating the people.

Every attempt has been made to deny justice
to these poor, unfortunate people; not only are
they being exterminated, but every attempt is being
made to keep them at the lowest scale of the social
and other ladders: since this campaign of terrorism,
the schools have been closed down. Let us say that
the people were not enlightened and they were
prone to violence and what not; let us say it eould
be substantiated that there were no opportunities for
education, ‘and so on. The leaders would have had
to open their independent schools and since the ru-
actionary foreces had begun to take control, every
single one of these schools has been closed down.
The number of 161 were closed down and since then
they have allowed 59 to be re-opened; the remainder
were declared to be redundant. They have closed
down all the newspapers; even the cyclo-styled sheets
for disseminating knowledge have been elosed down.
A period of savage oppression has been ushered in
not only to exterminate a large section of the people,
but to keep them in the most unlettered manner
possible.

I fee] that matters of this sort affect people like
ourselves who are British Colonials. Let us not fool
ourselves that these things can only happen in
Kenya; honourable members will recall that some
years ago the British Government sent a Royal
Commission to the British Caribbean to investigate
the possibilities of settlement in British Guiana and
British Honduras. That Commission was the Evans
Commission, and it is probably fresh in the minds of
honourable members that that Commission recom-
raended that certain parts of British Guiana in the
interior which were very much like the Kenya high-
lands, should be used for the settlement by Europeans.
The Evans Commission recommended that the most
fertile and suitable portion of British Guiana should
be used for the settlement of displaced Europeans,
especially Jews and Assyrians; the Commission said
nothing about the settlement of West Indians who
are in overcrowded territories. Tt is not inconceivable
that if such a settlement had been carried out there,
sooner or later a situation might have arisen in which
these new settlers would have found some means of
displacing the British Guiana natives or dispossessing
them of their land or incensing them to open acts of
térrorism and then use that as an excuse for exter-
minating them. T say it is not entirely beyond the
realms of possibility that what is happening in Kenya
today might have happened in the British West
Indies. That is one reason I e¢ive for insisting that
we, 'n a country with potential adult freedom. should
register our protest against what is happening to
people like ourselves. who, through no fault of their
own, are denied the advantages which we have. Wt
owe it to ourselves as African peonle and Colonials
to make the people of Kenyva and the world at large
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understand that we, are in sympathy with what is
happening in Jienya, that we are opposed to the
oppression there, and as weak and futile as our pro-
test may be, yet we will make it 1 the hope that
it will be brought to the attention of the people there
1hat the people in other parts of the Empire although
for away and weak in numbers and what not, are,
at any rate, concerned over this matter. 1t wil] be
a lasting disgrace to ourselves and our descendants
if we fail to utilise our position and express and
emphasize our profound opposition at what ig taking
place among the people in Kenya who are shot down
by people who have no right in that country at all;
people who have come in and are taking away from
the natives, land the possession of which they have
enjoyed for years, because they have the might and
the power and the blessing of the British Govermment.
People in Great Britain are protesting on
grounds of humanitarianism; they are people like
the same settlers in Xenya who have banded them-
selves together. About 49 Europeans in the House
of Commons have got together and presented a
Petition to the Secretary of State for the Colonizs
demanding a judicial inquiry into the acts of ter-
rorism in Kenya. If people can use the floor o
the House of Commons to protest against what is
happening in Kenya, we should be less than human
beings if we failed to protest against it and to say
how much we are affected by it. Those of us whe
know the facts kmow what is taking place. We
see people from other countries giving an asylum
to Kenya people; when the Secretary of the Kenya
African Union had to run, he found an asylum in
India and then we have the Gold Coast offering
financial assistance to the defence of the prosecuted
African leaders. I say that if people who have no
racial affinity with the natives of Kenya are con-
cerning themselves with what is happening there
how much the more should we concern ourselves
with it when we realise that our ancestors might
have come from Kenya in East Africa. Very few of
us know from what part of Africa our ancestors
were forced to be brought; it is not beyond the
realm of probability, Mr. Speaker, that your great
grandfather or the great grandfather of the Chair
man of Committees may have come from Kenya and
I do feel that we owe it to ourselves long ago to
have done something in this matter. As a matter
of fact, both Mr. Jomo Kenyatta and the Premier
of the Gold Coast have confessed that their inter-
est in African nationalisation was inspired by the
late Mr. Mareus Garvey. It is a matter for some
concern that the leaders of the African Nationalist
Movement should confess that it was inspired by
Mr. Marcus Garvey: what thev acecomplished was
all inspired by him. TIndeed it was Marcus Garvey
who founded the African Orthodox Church at the
request of the leaders of the African Nationalisc
Movement after their break with the Secottish
Missionaries. Garvey sent them his own Bishop
Georee McGuire, to establish the native Church.

With this strong and close connection between
the West Indies and Kenya, T do not think we
should be deserving of the appellation of human
beings or of civilised people if we failed to be dis-
turbed over what is happening in Kenya and if
we failed to register our protest, however slight,
with a view to letting the Kenya Government know
that the people outside that territory are aware of
what is happening and want an end put to it. This
Address merely asks the Assembly to express its
deep concern over the sitvation in Africa, but the
subsequent Address goes a little further than
that. TIf any honourable member thinks that
this Address has not heen worded strongly enough.

and he wants to make the wording stronger,
I am quite prepared to accept any amendment
whiech will better convey the horror we feel
at what 1s bhappening in Kenya. Hvery little
Kuropean in Kenya is allowed to shoot at sight
any Kenya mnative and claim that that native
was resisting arrest. There is a bloodthirsty
maniae, an Knglishman called “Davo” Dawson who
has 33 notches on his revolver; he ean kill 32
people without their being brought to trial at all
by mnierely saying that they were trying to resist
arrest. 'I'hat is the power conferred upon one per-
son against thousands of natives; as I said earlier,
it is open season for shooting in Kenya.

I do not propose to say anything more at this
stage, except 1o say that I expect there are certaiu
people in this community who are likely to inter-
pret any public expression of sympathy with the
Kenya natives as an attempt to create or breed
racial prejudice in Barbados. Well, such people
can think what they like; if in the face of the
facts as they are, there are people who are so obtuse
as to put that interpretation to any attempt on our
part in this direction, then I say that no hand can
be made of them. They can think what they like.
1 warn honourable members that what is happen
ing in Kenya is not impossible to happen in the
West Indies, and if we can stop it in Kenya we
will make sure that it will not happen here. If
we do nothing in this matter we shall have nobody
to say anything for us when our turn comes. 1
want honourable members to bring their own deep
mental searchings to bear on the issues and act iu
accordance with the dictates of their own con-
science. I beg to move that this Address do now
pass.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Speaker,— In rising to
second the motion for tbe: passing of this Address,
1 open myself to the charge to which the honourabl:
member has just referred, that is, that those of us
who publicly protest at the atrocities which are
taking place in Kenya, are attempting to preacn
racial hatred in this colony. First of all, I have
no fear of that at all; if it is taking a risk I am
happy to take it. All the racial prejudice that we
in Barbados know of—I say it with the stromgest
conviction—exists not with people who look like me
and the honourable introducer of this Address, but
with those who look otherwise. The Afrieans aud
veople of African descent, I think, are the most
tolerant racially of people the world over. A great
historian has paid us a tribute in his monumental
volumes by stating that if christianity survives it
will survive through the Negro race. I, Sir, have
always been tremendously interested in the African
continent and the African peoplc- as a school-boy,
fortunately, I had to study the geography of the
continent of Africa for the Cambridge Examination,
and 1 found myself very interested in thas study.
Since then I have never missed an opportunity of
reading literature which dealt truthfully and cn-
Lighteningly on Afrieca and its people and the
colonising powers in Africa.

We, in this colony, are unique in the Caribbean
in being indifferent as to our origin, and I believe
that that indifference has been more or less en-
couraged from the other side. There is no curricu-
tum in our schools teaching us about the advance
of the African peoples; it is only in the Bible that
we read of the ancient Egyptians, and when pictures
are shown at the movies we see a race of white
people—a travesty of Africanism, in Hollywood's
products. I want to establish the absolute non
necessity, if I may wuse that word, for the overflow
of the English population into the African continent.
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Racial oppression in civilisation is something which
should be rejected by any race and the Kenya
Aflricans are rejecting it; they are experiencing
a beastly oppression up to this day. It was not
necessary for any surplus of English population to
span itself on the African continent; there is Canada
with all the wealth in it, there is Awustralia with
all its resources and why have the English surplus
population not poured into those countries where
they do mot want Africans or people of African
descent? There is also the United States of Amer
ica in respect of which the biggest quota of entrants
goes to the HEuropeans; those are the places in
which we have not got the privilege to settle.

There could be no justification in talking about
developing the fertile land in Kenya because the
primitive people could not develop it; it is that the
people have been etfectively prevented from devel-
oping the land through the greed of umnited colonisa-
tion policy. I want to say that this brutality which
is taking place in Africa cannot inspire any support
of the society which is being formed there. In these
days when the world trembles because of the vision
of another war, the British people must recognise
that neither the United Nations nor their armaments
will save them from contlict and destruction. It ix a
yuestion of their realisation of, and subscription to.
sacial justice; it is social Justice for which the Africans
are crying out and it ig lack of social justice which has
cveated this Mau Mau happening in Africa. When
they are killing their own people if they refuse to take
the oath, we cannot svmpathise with them; that
sitnation has been brought about as a result of
Lrutality and the social oppression which are being
experienced.

The eoloured people of the United Nations have
already sent a protest to the United Nations about
this Mau Mau emergency as the British people call
it. People who are crying out for their rights are
-called bandits; that ig the term wused in respect of
individuals who cry out for their rights. Modern
nationalisation was the first phase of war; national-
isation resulted in war. Imperialism resulted in
colonialism and colonialism is now resulting in war.
Korea is an example of that; Malaya is also an ex-
emple of it. To-day only one small corner of Africa
s aflame, but to-morrow many more square miles may
be aflame through the British policy towards Kenya
I do not acecept Communism, but [ have the common-
sense to realise that unless justice is the order of
Kuropean society, they cannot avoid the destruction
which Communism means. Communism is the result
-of oppressive capitalism and the next conflict with
which we are faced is the worst of all—a conflict of
race. Racial oppression will breed war and extermin-
ation; when people of different races do not tolerate
each other, eventually a war of extermination will
take place.

We cannot sit here in the West Indies com-
placent and indifferent to the threat which is befere
the world under the British policy which we see in
East Africa; it iz time for us to tell the British peo-
ple that populations today are being moved from one
centre to the other. Millions of refugees have been
.sent back to Germany and foreign populations who
have suffered for centuries are today beipg returned
to where their fathers and grandfathers were born.
Tt is not too much to suggest—it is not too much
a price for peace if we suggest—that the English
‘gsettlers in East Afriea go back to their home. Let
them go to Canada or let them settle in Awustralia
where we cannot settle. That is not too much a
price to pay for the freedom of African peoples and
the peace of the world; let them pick up their fents

and be gone because eventually that is the ouly
solution to the Bast African problem. Unless the
tribes are exterminated by machine guns or by the
military brutality of a materially superior people,
they will increase in population and in the nexi
generation there will not be any room for Europeans
with the increase of the mnative African population.
We, in this Chamber, must let it be known that we
are protesting against what is taking place in East
Afriea; it 1s not enough to talk about civilisation
being carried to Africa; civilisation must be earried
to Africa but the people must share in it. Unless you
carry ecivilisation in which people can share, you
are doing more harm than good. I want to say
that there is no aspect of ecivilisation which the
African camnot or has not acquired to the pride of
himself and the admiration of Europeans; therefore
there is no excuse about the uncivilisation or lack of
culture of the African. If the African has no
culture after 50 years’ residence of Europeans in
Africa, that is the condemnation of the Furopears,
ot the condemnation of the Africans. If aftor
these many years of European settlement in Africa
vou still meet thousands of illiterate Africans, that
is the administration whieh the Xuropeans have
given; they were not considering the benefit of tne
Africans but their own benefit.

This is an issue on which I feel most deeply.
The tragic and sad situation remains in Kenya to-
night and every person of African descent muss
be disturbed at its future implications. Here, we
are in this lonely congested island with 1,200 perscns
to the square mile. The British people can find
nowhere to send us. 1f the British are a colonisa-
tion power; if they are an Imperial centre; we are
their responsibility. The United States of Ameriea
have recognised Puerto Rico as their responsibility
and the emigration between the United States aud
Puerto Rico is free and flowing. Here we are left
to languish but the lands of Kenya where there is
1o genuine over-population must be filled by the
English people. If Kenya mneeds colonisation to
push Africa on at a quicker pace, let it be colonised
by its descendants who are already progressing in
these Caribbean islands. Let it be colonised by
coloured Americans who may want to go there.
Kenya is the last place for an English settlement
because the English mentality is warped when it
comes to giving a square deal In regard to social
justice to people of darker skins than theirs. With
all their other virtues—and T can say that they are
many-—in this regard they fail lamentably; they
cannot submit themselves to the giving of equal
rights to people of darker skins than theirs. The
Freneh must be regarded as Imperialists also, yet
the African is much happier in his colony under
Freneh sovereignty. (A VOICE: That is not true).
The African is much happier under French sove-
reignty and supremacy because, more or less, any
African who accepts French eivilisation is accepted
as a Frenchman amd therefore, the strain is not 3o
great, nor is the pressure so heavy as is the case with
the English Colonial.

Sir, T can never say enough on this problem.
I can never speak condemmatory enough on this
issue facing not only the Kikuyus but also facing
us. I want it to be spread abroad that not only
myself but this House of Assembly view with the
greatest horror the practices which are now being
inflicted by the supposedly just English on these
unarmed and  Thelpless mnatives. The combined
might of the wesfern word has just erushed Ger-
man oppression. All the western countries detested
the oppression known as Hitlerism, but there ic no
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distinguished difference at all between Hitlerism
as was practised in Germany before its defeat;
there is no difference at all between the prisom
camps as were established by Hitler and the
situation which the Africans in Kenya are faced
with today. I have read from the most reliable
publications—not from any Russian propaganda
sheet, nor from any Communist organisation Dub-
lication—of the fear which Africans are faced with
even when walking through their own streets. lt is
no exaggeration ; it is no propaganda, when it is said
that these Kikuyus are shot at sight many afternoons
while walking the streets. 1 have read that in
Harpers Magazine which is one of the most reliable
magazines of London. 1 have also read it in the
London Observer. 'Is there any difference between
that and the extermination of Jewry by Hitler and
all of the other people whom he thought were stand-
ing obstruction in his way to world conquest? How
can the English try German prisoners for war crimes
when they themselves have become guilty of similar,
if not more atrocious practices? It must be borne i
mind that this is more pronounced than the crimszs
of the (Germans because the people whom the Gor-
mans were opposed to were better armed to protect
themselves than these desolate and simple-mind.d
Africans.

Mr. Speaker, I will finish with a sentence which
1 earlier made or implied and it is that the African
people are the most racially tolerant of any peoples
in the world. Tf vou agree with Professor Toynhee
—and from a study of my own people’s reaction to
hatred, I have agreed with him—ryou will agree taat
if christianity is to survive. it will survive through
the negro people. Sir, these Africans have done
nothing to deserve the murderous atrocities which
are being inflicted on them by the British people.
I have much pleasure in seconding the passing of
this Address.

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I. too,
rise to support this Address. In my humble opinior,
I feel that something is radically wrong with the
faculties of any negro who is not apprehensive
over the situation which is prevailing in Kenya,
Africa. Whether T am charged with being a mover
of gedition or stirring up race hatred it will ever
remain as a memorial of me that when I was a
young man, 18 years of age, I was one of the earliest
from this part of the world to leave my business and
volunteer to go and stop the German hordes who
were trying to overrun Europe at that time. If you
search the records you will find that James C. Mott-
ley was the 179th person that was so registered to
leave these shores.

Mr. Speaker, T have a smattering knowledge of
some of the things that my people are suffering in
Kenya because I have spent three and a half years
rext door to them. I was not privileged to go to
Kenya, but I was one of those who were with the
18th Battalion that spent two years all around Kenya.
We were sent there to stop the atrocious acts of the
Germans and I found that the Kikuyvus were also
helping the British to carry on their work. Mr.
Speaker, the population of the negro race is about
400 million and it is only because of racial prejudice
and exploitation that these conditions of oppression
are being meted out to my people. To-morrow morn-
ing if my people realise their potentialities. I am sure
that nothing like this will happen in Kenya. Over-
night it will stop. If the 400 million negroes from
all over this world unite and even throw stones, even
with the scientific knowledge that the other side
might have, the negroes would extinguish them. Tt is
only because of disunity that these atrocious acts
against the Kikuyvus are perpetuated.

Sir, these wroung doings will not continue very
long. I am looking forward to hearing and reading
that these wrong doings will be crushed. What is
vrong with the British people? Do they know that
much of what is happening in Kenya today is the
result of their neglect? What effort have they made
to change it? My belief is that if a true and honest
effort had been made to determine what is wrong
there, a shot would never have been fired at any
of those Afvicans therve. If the British determine
the matter with christian ideals, truth, and honesty
of purpose, the troubles there would stop overnight
and my people will not be slaughtered like wolves.
My Speaker. man should learn to understand the
motives of human behaviour. There is a cause for
the conditions existing in Kenya and the cause
demands immediate attention and immediate remedy,
otherwise, it will go from bad to worse. They say
that Korea would be the cause of the third World
War, but for me, Kenva might be the means of
causing this war. History and time will tell the out-
come of these matters. Without further ado, I
hasten to support this Address. (Cheers).

My. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, this is an occasion
wiien members of this House who having any interest
a1 common relationship with people of Kenya should
not take long to decide on which side of the struggle
thiey should lend their support. 1 say that because
I have noticed that there is some attempt by some
lionourable members who profess to have sympathy
for the underprivileged people out here avoiding to
express their feelings on this issue, I have never

had any reluctance of expressing that my feelings.

¢ this matter are with the people in Kenya who
bear relationship with myself. I do not think that
n this year of grace any honourable member should
refrain from sounding his voice in a great cause such
as this. We are obligated to express our disapproval
towards the atrocities which are being carried out
ia that African colony against the underprivileged
reople. We are more so obligated when we
realise that it is merely the accident of slavery tha:
has caused us to be placed in the West Indies and
not to be suffering similarly to the Kikuyus. Our
taste of British culture should not preclude us from
realising our relationship and double responsibilit:
to protect those who are still in that country of
slavery and who are being destroyed as well as
their homes ravished and destroyed. It is regrett-

able that some of us appear to have forgotten our

relationship and obligation owing to the fact, for-
tunately or unfortunately, that we are placed in 2
colony which enjoys a certain measure of freedom.
It is our duty since we are freer than these African,
in Kenya to express our disapproval with the hovo«
that such expressions would have their effect on the
British who can call a halt to the carrying out of
these atrocities.

I regret very much that a matter of this sort
is being handled at this late hour, however, I have
every reason to feel that no attempt will be made
by the free sons of Africa domiciled here and whe
enjoy a certain measure of freedom to vote against
this Address. However, it is still regrettable thar
some honourable members have sat still and have
given no utterance against what is being carriel
out by the ruling classes in Kenya on the under-

privileged there. Tt is noticeable that no matter

what part of the globe members of a particular rac:
may be situated, that the national and racial fee:
ing of each of them is so high that whenever any-
thing happens to any of them, they all rallv to
the protection of the individual or the minority
group. It is regrettable that this cannot be said
of our race. I say this because partial progress
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-sometimes is more damaging to a race of people
than no progress at all. I think this is the reason
why voices of no appreciable number have been
heard on the side of the Kenyans. I feel that if
the labour leaders in Barbados, Trinidad, Jamaica
and the smaller West Indian colonies along with
the coloured races in the American and the French
Dominions at the appropriate time had expressed
their feelings on the side of these Africans, that
the Home Government would have been more active-
ly sympathetic to the cause of the Kenyans and
would have seen to it that the destruction which
is being carried out on them is reduced.

Undoubtedly Sir, the British Government has
a great influence in international affairs and with
the greatest powers on the globe. The struggle in
Kenya is not so great as to make it difficult for a
-vessation of such hostilities to come guickly.

Some of us feel that what is going on in Kenya
is none of our business. Some of us feel that be-
cause we are not in Kenya tonight, because we
are not physical slaves any more and because our
voices in our small two by three island are in the
asecendancy that we should not matter very much
over what is happening with our distant brothers
but I feel that whatever happens, right will survive
As other honourable members have said, while at
times advantage might be taken of a disarmed an:!
unlettered group, there comes a day for an explana-
tion of the conflict amongst the greater powers
who can cause the guilty to pay for his misdeeds.
Anyone who is reasonable in mind should not refraiv

from joining in this struggle by his expressions of
opinion against the wrongs which are carried out to i
the Kikuyus in Kenya. I have read sometime agoi
that sixty thousand Kikuyus were driven from
their wvillages and thier homes were burnt and
then pushed down by bulldosers but I have read
of no programme being brought about to re-
house them. I want to know how can we as
-descendants of these Africans tolerate such thing.
and let them bypass without expressing our dis-
approval. If anvone feels that it is not his business,
it is only because of his forgetting his history and
the whereabouts of his racial groups.

Sir, every morning we awake, we open our
newspapers and we see the wrongs which are being
perpetuated against these people. In the West
Indies, we Africans are told that we owe a lot
-of our improvement to people of white complexion,
therefore, any attempt to raise a racial guestion
should be deprecated. While that may be so, how
*an we sit and say nothing when the same people
ire encouraging and fostering the destruction o
ur brothers in Africa? HEven if some of us who
should be the first to say something about it refus»
.0 say anything, it must be expected that some will
3ay something. You cannot get international jus.
tice if those who have the ability and the influence
to take some action about this affair refuse to do
s0. Sir, T notice that during the last international
-conflict that the Japanese held Europeans as prison-

-ers of war and that the whole world was interested

to know what terms were meted out to those Furc-
peans by the Japanese; and that every attempt was
made through the Red Cross and otherwise to obtain
improved conditions for those Europeans in ecap-
tivity. Sir, even the Germans who were the persons

“that started the conflict and had brought about the

destruction of so many civilised countries, their
prisoners were treated as human beings, may be,
pecause they were Europeans. The Kikuyus in Kenya

"have started no international conflict. All they have

done is nothing more than what other nations and

-ourselves have done; that is to command the respe-t
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of other people in the country of their origin ancd
seeing to it that the fruits of their labour are
given to them not only for their own well-being.
but the well-being of their future descendants. That
is what we, the underprivileged people of Barbados
have been doing for a long time and what our broth-
ers in the other Caribbean colonies have been doing
long before 1937. It appears to me that we are only
fortunate in this respect by being in the majority.
We are fortunate to cnjoy a greater measure ol
democracy than is permitted to our brothers  u
Africa, but our better position should not prevent
us from objecting to the treatment that is meted
out to our less fortunate brothers in Kenya. Wg
are the freer brothers of our race, therefore, it is
our duty to realise that and to do whatever little we
can do to bring pressure to bear on the ruling powers
who have it within their power to stop these atro-
cities.

Sir, a hungry man is a wicked man and there
will be no limit to the atrocities which are practised
by those suffering people in Kenya when the few
Europeans there are permitted to take hold of their
lands, to take away their cattle, and then to drive
them into the wilderness, using tanks, machine guns
aiid bombing planes against them. Sir, because of
our greater wealth of experience, we should cham-
pion the case of these Kikuyus in Kenya. Their
position is like a man whose hands are tied behind
his back with nothing whatsoever to defend himself
They have no political freedom nor is there any
group to defend them politically.

THE ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Speaker, I can see that it is the wish of the
majority of honourable members that I move the
adjournment of the House at this stage. I therefore
move that this House be adjourned until Tuesday,
13th October, 1953, at 3 o’clock in the afternoon.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I second that motion, Mr.
Speaker. and in s doing, + would like to make it
clear to the honourable mover of this address that
I do not intend to take the same line of though?
on this matter as was taken by him because I con-
sider this to be a very important matter but in a
different way I will express my feeling. However, 1
am very glad that some persons in this island have
expressed their views although I do not consider
it a» a racial matter. 1 do not wish the honourable
mover of this Address to think that I am aceusing
him of any insincerity, but under local circum-
stances you will find that when some of ug speak
on these matters which are concerned with racial
issues, somebody is going to get up and say that
vou spoke in that vein because you want support
on racial grounds. I intend to elaborate on this
point when this debate resumes. I just say that be-
cause I am not going to give a silent vote on this
Address. I am going to bring all of the things whieh
I consider are relative to the issue into my speech on
the matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not necessary at this
stage for the honourable member to give a resume
of what his speech may be.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: While that may be so,
Mr. Speaker, I think I am perfectly in order to say
so without prolonging the House unduly on ths
adjournment.

The question that the House do now adjourn
until Tuesday, 13th October, 1953, at 3 o’clock in
the afternoon was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division and Mr. Speaker adjourn«c
the Honse accordingly.






