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THE

- f House of Assembly Debates

' - (OFFICIAL = REPORT;

SESSION 1953—54

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 27th April, 1954.

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem-
bly met today at 3 o’clock p.m.

Present .

His Honour, Mr. A. E. 8. Lewis (Deputy
Speaker), Hon. G. H. Apams, B.A., C.M.G., Q.C.
(Premier), Hon. Dr. H. G. H. Cummins, M.D., C.M,,
(Minister of Social Services), Hon. M. B. Cox (Mi:
ister of Communications, Works and Housing), Hon.
R. G. Mapp, (Minister of Trade, Industry and
Labour), Hon. C. E. Tauma (Minister of Agri-
culture, Lands and Fisheries), Mr. L. E. Surre’
(Chairman of Committees), Mr. F. L. Warcorr,
.Mr. F. C. Gooparp, Mr. J. A. Havnes, B.A., Mr.
J. C. Mormuey, and Mr. E. St. A. HoLpER.

Prayers were read.

Mr. Miller, Mr. Williams and Mr. Allder
entered the House and tock their seats.

MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meetings which were held
1954, having been printed and eirculated, were
taken as read and confirmed.

DOCUMENTS

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have the honour
to inform the House that 1 have received from the
Commissioners of Highways of the parish of St.
Joseph a Statement of Revenue and Expenditure
for the half-year ended 31st March, 1954;

.. Also, from the Commissioners of Highways for
the parish of St. Joseph a Statement of Revenue and
Expenditure on tenantry roads for the half year
_ended 31st March, 1954;

- Also from the Commissioners of Highways for
the parish of St. George, a Statement of Revenue
and Expenditure for the half-year ended 31st
March, 1954.

‘ Also, from the Commissioners of Highways for
the.parish of St. George, a Statement of Revenue
and ‘Expenditure on tenantry roads for the half-
year ended 31st March, 1954.

I'd
INDISPOSITION OF MR. SPEAKER

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I regret to inform
honourable members that owing to medical advice,
His Honour the Speaker is unable to attend today’s
taeeting of this House.

PAPERS LAID

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I
am commanded to lay a Statement showing Gross
Customs and Excise Receipts for twelve months
ended 31st March, 1954.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I am commanded to lay
2 Statement from the Barbados General Agricultural
Society regarding the appropriation of the Legis-
lative Grant for the year 1953.

REPLY TO QUESTION

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I
beg to lay a reply to a question asked by the hon-
ourable junior member for St. Peter regarding ship-
ment of Fancy Molasses in bulk during 1953.

- Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg to
present a Petition from the taxpayers of the parish
of St. Joseph praying the House to recommend to
the Governor-in-Executive Committee the purchase -
of part or all of the estates of Joes River, Limited.
with the object of embarking on a large scale Land:
Settlement Scheme along the lines of the Seawell
Filot Schemes. The Petition is respectfully worded
and I ask that it be taken ag read.

The Petition was taken as read.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Government Notices were given as follows:—

Hon’ble G. H. Apams: Resolution to authorise
the Governor to enter into an agreement with a
person to serve as Director of Petroleum and Na~
tural Gias.

Hon’ble Dr. H. G. H. CummiNg: Resolution to
approve the compulsory acquisition of a plot of
land, part of Trents Plantation, St. James, for tha
site of a Parish Community Hall and for a playing
field for the parish of St. James.

Hon’ble Dr. H. G. H. Cummins: Resolution to
place the sum of $2,100 at the disposal of the
Governor-in-Executive Committee to supplement the
Estimates 195455, Part I — Current, as shown: in
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the Supplementary Estimates 1954—55 No. 2 which

formg the Schedule to the Resolution for the em-
ployment of labourers to assist in the Campaign for
the eradication of the Yellow Fever Mosquito.

Hon’ble Dr. H. G. I. CumumINg: Resolution to
place the sum of $1,000 at the disposal of the
Governor-in-Executive Committee to supplement the
Fstimates 1954—55, Part I — Current, as shown

‘in the Supplementary Estimates 1954—55 No. 3

which forms the Schedule to the Resolution for a
grant to the Amateur Weightlifting Association of
Barbados. :

Hon’ble Dr. H. G. H. Cummins: Bill to amend
the Settlement of the Poor and Bastardy Act, 1897.

Hon’ble G. H. Apams: Bill to amend the
Colonial Secretary’s Office Act, 1903.

Hon’ble G. H. Apans: Bill to amend the Stamp
Act, 1916.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg td
give notice of my intention to move the House into
Committee of Supply at its next meeting to consider
the money Resolutions of which notice has just been
given. :

" NOTICE TO DISCUSS REPLY TO QUESTION

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker. If
I.am in order, I would like to give notice of myt
intention to move the adjournment of the House at
its next meeting to discuss the reply to a question
asked by me regarding the shipment of Fancy

Molasses in bulk. The reply has been laid earlier .

today by the honourable Minister of Trade, Indus-
try and Labour.

QUESTION

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: To enquire of the hon-
ourable Premier: Will the Government state what
are the rules that govern the award of War Service
Credit to members of the Public Service?

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On motion of Hon. Dr. CumMins, seconded by
Hon. M. E. Cox, the Bill to amend the Settlement
of ‘the Poor and Bastardy Act, 1897, was read a
first time.

On motion of Hon. G. H. Apawms, seconded by
Hon. Dr. Cummins, the Bill to amend the Colonial
Secretary’s Office Act, 1903, was read a first time.

"On motion of Hon. G. H. Apawms, seconded by
Hon. Dr. CumMins the Bill to amend the Stamp Acty

1916, was read a first time.

ORDER NO. 1 POSTPONED :

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first order cf
the day stands in the name of the honourable Miun-
ister of Social Services: To move the passing of a
resolution relating to the report of the Ilospital
Planning Committes.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1.

am sorry to say that there is a little wrong arrange-
ment of the Order Paper with respect to Items Nu.
1 and No. 2. Item No. 2 should be dealt with first in-
asmueh as it relates to moving consideration of the
Report of the Hospital Planning Committee, I am
therefore asking leave to postpone Item No. 1 and to
take Item No. 2.

There being no objection, leave wag granted the
honourable member.

CONSIDERATION OF REPORT OF HOSPITAL
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first order of
the day stands in the name of the honourable Minis-
ter of Social Services: To move the consideration of
the Report of the Hospital Planning Committee.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Deputy Speaker, the
question of enlarging, removing and expanding the
General Hospital has been the subject of debate of
this House since 1942. In that year when the General
Hospital was run by a Statutory Beard, the ques-
tion of over-crowding which is the same question
that presents itself to-day, presented itself to that
Board and the Board realising that something would
have to be done about it submitted then alternative
suggestions. Here and there, one or two of those
suggestions have been implemented from time to
time. Today, we have before us what may be termed
a final report on that matter, and it has been the
results of a Committee which was nprointed by His
Excellency the Governor on the 13th July 1953,

I will. just recant a bit on the history of the
General Hospital. In 1942, 1t was suggested that a
new hospital should be built and after that the
question of acquiring a suitable site was the next
thing. A site at Waterford was dec’ded by the
majority of the then Board; but for various reasons
it met with some resistance. One resistance came
from the general public who felt that the hospital
should not be put at Waterford because it would,
so to speak, ‘be out of the way. Another school of
thought was that it did not matter where i was put.
A new hospital was not within the reaches of the
purse of the island. At that time, a new hospital
would eost within the region of £600,000. Today,
it would be considerably more than that, and if 1
laay give a recent experience from the building of
& new hospital in Jamaica, the cost was £1,500 a
bed. As I have said, in 1942, an estimate of £600,000
was considered a big sum and it was felt that the
colony could not afford to spend that amount on a
new hospital. Another objection came from the Chief
Medical Officer of that day who felt that while the

‘Waterford site was a beautiful site and would be

o cuitable site for the erection of a neéw hospital,
vet from the point of view that the Belle Pumping
Station from which the residents of the City and
thereabouts derived most of their water supply was
in the neighbourhood, the arrangements for sewerage.
disposal might cause pollution of the water service.
Ag a result of those schools of thought the site was
cbandoned. Within recent times attentivn was
turned to the Bay Land -for the erection of a new
hospital, it was just about the time when thc Gov-
ernment bought the Bay Estate. However, it was felt
by a certain section of the community that a new
hospital could not be so reasonably accommodated
on that site. There again, like the attitude of Barba-
dians generally towards a change, it was fel: that
the Bay Estate site was so to speak, out of the wiy,
end the question of a change came largely inio the
icture as well as the question of cost. While the
Hospital Board was dilly-dallying with these two
sites, the jpresent Surgeon-Speeclalist, Mr. A. G.

| Leacock, who was then Superinterdent of the Hos-

pital put forward some new ideas which are more
or less incorporated in the report WW stands be-
fore us. One of his ideas was that the hospital could

be developed on its nresent site and he pirociosd am— -

cxhaustive memorandum on that and it found some
support by the Architect and Town Planning Officer
of that day who drew up some plans to that effect.
Sir. the question of cost came into the picture again.
I think the new plan called for an expenditure of

:
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$960,000 and that compared with the former amount
of £600,000 did cause the Government to seriously
consider the new plan. Along with that, the then
Clolonial Engineer made some borings in the com-
pound of the General Hospital and he thought it was
not suitable to develop the hospital on its present
site. '

Well then, Sir, in 1950 and 1951, faced witi,
more serious over-crowding at the General Hospital
than before, the Government looked around for
some place in the immediate vicinity where the Luild-
ing could serve as an annexe for the hospital to
accommodate a certain number of patients at a cer-
tain stage of convalescence and by that means
would assist in alleviating the overcrcwding at the
hospital proper. And as a result of the Government
casting its eyes around for a p'ace of that sort,
Tpwore came into -the picture. This House will re-
r.cmher that sometimc last year the Government

“cavy to the House witi a proposil to buy Enmore

as an anneXe to the General Hospital, where witk a
minimum of conversion, patients eould be treated.

Sir, with all those schemes before Government,

a Hospital Planning Committee was appointed by

EHis Excellency the Governor, the names of which, J
think, are familiar to honourable members of this
House. That Committee held several meetings and
as a result of those meetings and conferences, haa
produced the report as it stands before us today.
[ may say here that the question of whether Stockton
was suitable for the erection of buildings was one
of the things which caused some delay in the past. It
was felt at that time that only a small portion of the
fand at Stockton was suitable for building. However,
the present Colonial Engineer assured the Committee
that suitable buildings could be erected at Stockton
and one of the first things which is proposed to be done
is to build a Nurses’ Home at Stockton to accommodate
150 nurses and maisonettes for matrons and sisters.
A modern laundry would also be erected there. i
have here some of the plans which are produced
by the Colonial Engineer and I am passing them
around so that honourable members can see them.

I do not think that I should go into the details
of the report. However, one of the things which I
think T should mention is that as a result of this re-
port, Enmore, which was originally bought for th
extension of the Q@eneral Hospital would not be
used for that purpose now but will ke used as a
Health Centre. The reason for that is that the
Committee found out that after the erection of #
new Nurses Home at Stockton which, as T have said,
would accommodate 150 nurses and maisonettes for

~matrons and sisters plus a common room for nurses

and a lecfure room, that the present nurses home
¢an be easily converted into wards for patients, The
Committee also took into consideration the recurrent
cost which naturally would be higher if the hos-
pital were extended to Enmore, than if the present
nurses home be converted into wards for patients.
The Committee was charged, as honourable members
would see from the terms of reference, to im.
mediately make mirovision for an additional 100
teds to the hospital and eventually, at another phase
of the development for an additional hundred to
bring the total to 600 beds. Well, Sir, bv converting
the Nurses Fome into wards, it would give us a few
more than a hundred beds.

Another point which T believe is. worryine hon-

- ourable members, and perhaps also members of the

community. igz the question of vplacing a bvildine

. in the hospital compound for the treatment of cases

of tuberculosis. The Director of Medical Services, tha
Medical Superintendent of the Hospital, the Hon. Dr.
Cato and myself were members of the Hospital Plan-

7

ning Committee and we want to take this oppor-
tumfy to assure not only this House but the com-
munity ag a whole, that there is no denger to the
other patients of the hospital by having a tubercu-
losis ward within the compound of the hospital.. As
a matter of fact, if we go as far back as to refer
to the memorandum by Mr. Leacock, it will be seen
that Mr. Leacock, himself recommended that an
additional story should be added to the present
main building of the Hospital and on that story,
provision should be made for the treatment of
tuberculosis. I think there is abundant evidence to
prove that there is no danger to the community in
placing a tuberculosis block within the compound
of the hospital. As a matter of fact, the tendency
today, instead of building a T.B. sanatorium, which
is costly to run, and because of the new treatment
of the disease by surgery, is to have tuberculosis
wards attached to a hospital so that surgery can
veadily be available on the spot as well as the use
of X-ray for examination. In addition to that, it
is believed that the present modern treatment of
tuberculosis with the injection of streptomycin and a
new drug which hag been discovered and tried in the.
United States with apparent success, known as
rimigon and another called P.A.S. along with the
B.C.G. campaign X-raying of contacts of known cases
will give such good results that the medical pro-
fession believes that within the next few years the
incidence of T.B. would be reduced considerably. If
we take that as a faet, we might have another white
elephant if we build a T.B. Sanatorium as we have
ahout 29 cases of leprosy and many of the buildings
there are of no use and nobody knows what to do
with them. I want to assure honourable members of
this House and the community in general that the
making of provision for the treatment of tubercu-
losis in a ward which would be in a separate build-
ing at the General Hospital carries with it no
danger to the community.

On page two of the Report will be found the
stages in which it is proposed to convert the build-
ings of the hospital into buildings for a modernd
hospital, These ar> as follows :—

(1) The conversion of the present V.D. Block!

into a Fever Block supplying eventually 34
adult beds, but used temporarily for 40
beds, for general purposes. :
The cost of this conversion with the neces-
sary additions and alterations as appears at
Annexure T is estimated to be $51,000.”’

I may add that V.D. would be treated at
the Health Centre so that vou need have no appre-
Pension as to the abandonment of provision of beds
for V.D. cases. The next stage is—

‘¢(2) The conversion of the Main Building to
supply a modernized Medical Block con-
tainine 1 Children’s Medical Ward of 36
beds and 30 beds, 2 Male Wards with 36
beds in each, and the Ancillary Services
necessary for these Wards, which will pro-
vide 174 Medical Beds for General and
Private Patients. The cost of this conversion
with the necessary additions and alterations
as appears at Annexure II and II A is
estimated to be $132,000.”’

Tt is true, Sir that this conversion of that Main
Building would be expensive but it is necessary be-
cause we are trying to gain recognition in the Uni-
ted Kingdom for nurses trained at the Barbadns
(leneral Hospital. About two years ago, the hos-
nitals in the West Indies were visited by a lady. a
Mrs. Houghton from the TUnited Kingdom who
inspected those buildings and she made ecertain
recommendations which we must implement in order
to be given this récognition which we seek for our
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nurses: Therefore, the conversion of that block is
going to serve a double purpose by providing
the ancillary services which Mrs. Houghton recom:
mended.
‘Within the third stage are the following:—
‘“(a) The conversion of the present Nurses’
Home into a Surgical Block containing 1
Children’s Ward of 16 beds, 4 Female
Wards with 72 beds, and 4 Male Wards
with 80 beds, thereby providing 16§ Sur-

gical Beds for General and Private
Patients. ) )
(b) The construction of a new Operating Thea-

tre Block in this building. The cost of this
conversion with the necessary additions and
alterations as appears at Amnexures IlI,
IITA and IIIB, is estimated to be $93,000.
It is proposed to obtain a lift which is
available at the Waterworks Department.
The sum of $4,000 is therefore to be added

" for the conversion of this lift, and for its

removal and installation.”’

Allow me to say that this lift came here some-
time ago to be used at the Belle Pumping Station
but it was never used. It is proposed to take that
1ift over to the General Hospital and convert it in
the manner mentioned. The next stage is—

““(4) The conversion of the Marie Louise-Prince
Albert Block into a Tuberculosis Block
with 25 Female and 25 Male Beds. The
cost of this conversion with the necessary
additions and alterations as appears at
Annexure IV is estimated to be $63,000.”’

As can be seen from the Plan, thic is going te
be a lovely building and would be most suitable fo
the purpose. The fifth stage is compriced of the fei
lowing :—

(a) The enlargement of the Main Kitchen into
part of the space now occupied by the
Laundry.

The conversion of that part of the building
now occupied by the Seamstresses Depart-
ment into Dining Rooms for the Nursing
Staff and the Departmental Sisterz ana
Radiographers.

The mse of some of the existing Laundry
accommodation as Store Rooms.

The evacuation of the Offices and present
Children’s Wards from the Upper Floor
of the Administration Block, making avail-
able added room for the treatment of Out.
Patients and space for a Nurses’ Sitting
Room, a Board Room and Common Rooni
{ for Medical Staft.

The cost of the alterations envisaged
at (v), (a), (b), (¢) and (d) is estimated
to be $15,000. »

Sir, up to the present, Nurses have their own
dining room which is in the Nurses’ Home; the Sis-
ters have their own dining room in their individual
departments; but, with this conversion, there would
be one large dining room in which all the staff to
be fed at the Hospital would dine. It would mean
some reduction in the recurrent cost. The next stage
is:—

‘“(6) The conversion of the present Fever
Wards—which we regard as unsuitable for
use as Wards—into a Physiotherapy De-
partment on the Ground Floor, and a
Nursing Administrative Block on the Ton
Floor. The cost of the alterations envisaged
is estimated to be $3,000.” ’

, Sir, Physiotherapy is a recognised form of
. treatment at many hospitals today and it is pro-
posed to comvert part of the Fever Ward at the

(e)

(b)

(¢)
(d)

HOUSE

m———

Barbados General Hospital into a room for physi-
otherapy treatment. It is hoped in the not distant
future to select somebody for training in physiother-
apy so that by the time the room is ready, we will
have a trained person to take charge of it and to
give physiotherapy treatment. The recommendations
go on to—

““(7) By slight structural changes in the Ter-
centenary Ward, the addition of two to
three rooms supplying four to six beds in
this Block for paying patients.

The conversion of the present Sisters’
Quarters into the Hospital Administrative
Offices.

The cost of the alterations envisaged
is estimated to be $1,000. :
The removal of the Nursing Service Ad-
ministrative Offices from their present site
near the Main Gate, and the use of that
site as additional accommodation for the
treatment of Out-Patients.”’

Now, Sir, at paragraph 6, you will see what I
said earlier with regard to the erection of a Nurses’
Home and a modern mechanical Laundry at Stock-
ton.

(8)

(9)

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 will appeal to
honourable members on my right to facilitate the
reporter and themselves in hearing what the hon-
ourable junior member for St. Thomas is saying.

(A VOICE). Would you ask the honourable
member to speak a little louder; we cannot hear
what he is saying.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I am sorry to hear that
I am inaudible to honourable members on that side
of the House. There is a lot of noise outside of
this Chamber, but there is also a lot inside of it, and
my vocal chords are not so strong as to allow me
to speak louder.

As 1 was saying, the estimated cost for the
building of the Nurses' Home.along with the maison-
cttes at Stockton is in the vieinity of $392,000. The
ncw mechanica] Laundry which would also be built
there would be capable of providing laundry facili-
ties for 600 beds and 250 staff. You will remem-
ber, Sir, that I said a little while ago that the long
term plan is to provide 600 beds at the General
Hospital. That means that an additional 100 beds
would be added in the next phase. With that in
mind, the Committee thought fit to make arrange-
ments for laundry facilities for 600 beds and 250
staff at once and that will effect a great saving in
the long run. As honourable members know, the
nurses at the General Hospital are paid laundry al-
lowance but when this new building is erected, it wiil
effect a saving in thé laundry allowance which is at
present given to those nurses. The cost of this build-
ing and the equipment for it is estimated at $126,000.

__We come now to Enmore. Honourable members
will remember that a Message came down to this
House sometime last year for the purchase of En-
more as an extension to the (General Hospital. The
Committee now recommends that it be used as a
Health Centre and the reason for that is obvious.
Since we can adequately build a Nurses’ Home and
erect a new mechanical laundry at Stockton which
we did not think could be done when the Message
came down to this House to purchase Enmore, —
the present Colonial Engineer now saying that you
can build on part of Stockton — and we have in the
IPive-Year Plan provision for a Health Centre in St.
Michael, the Planning Committee has decided in view
of those eircumstances that Enmore can be very well
used as a Health Centre. T take this opportunity to say
that at the Health Centre adequate provision will be
made for the carrying out of examination and treat-
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~ment of people who are suffering from tuberculosis. {

Enmore as a Health Centre would have its own X-Ray

-equipment and will be independent to a certain extens
for the X-Raying of patients or contacts suftering

from tuberculosis. As I have said before, the treat-
ment of venereal diseases will also be carried on at
Enmore. With all this to be done at Enmore there
will still be left approximately four acres of land for
further use and with the development of the Rosp-
tal you will need additional Medical Staff and that
land would, be an ideal site to build residences for
such staff as well as the residences of Medical Staff
now accommodated in the Hospital compound will
have to be demolished and it is proposed already.

-although it ig not in this report—it will come to the

House at a later stage—that a block of eight flats
will be built at Enmore to accommodate the addi-
tional Medical Staff. The cost of the conversion of
Enmore with the necessary additions and alteraticns
is estimated to be $16,000. o

I think I have dealt with this report quite
exhaustively. At this stage, I may add that the total
cost of the extensions and alterationg is estimated to

‘be $1,155,000. To meet this, Government has made

.application to C.D. & W. for the remaining alloca-
tion of the Barbados quota to carry out this work,
the remaining amount being in the vicinity of

-$1,000,000. T may say that the application has not

been granted yet. We have not heard the final

-answer, but we do know that it has been recommended

by the Comptroller of C.D. & W.

Before I take my seat I want to make a statemept. -

There is a certain amount of hysteria caused as a
result of some article which was written in a loca)

.newspaper recently in respect to out-patients of the

{reneral Hospital paying something towards thei-
treatment. It is true to say that about two weeks
2£go I noticed in that newspaper that Mr. Bruce

-Skeete who is a member of the Hospital Advisory

Board and who is also a Member of the Vestry of
St. Philip referred to the cost of medical treatment
at the St. Philip’s Almshouse and he also said, as

far as T remember, that the Hospital Advisory Board

is now examining the matter. I think it was on
Wednesday that a reporter of the Adwvocate call-
d me on the phone and asked me if the Hospital

.Board was considering that question was a fact

and what I thought about it. I told him that the
‘Hospital Board is examining the question but there

-&re some people in the community — probably in this

House too — who think that there is no difference
between the Advisory Board and the Government.
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAXKER: Once more I am
appealing to honourable members on my right to be
quiet. The honourable Minister is making a state-
ment. At least he should be allowed to make it

.audibly so that he should not be misunderstood.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I

‘was saying that apparently there are some people
~who do not know the difference hetween an Advisory

Board and the Executive Committee. I was sur-
prised to see—I think it was in yesterday’s Recorder
~—that some Vestryman, who is supposed to be an

«rlightened person, and who was interviewed by that

newspaper could not tell the difference between the

~.Government and the Hospital Advisory Board. 1
.am sure that it is not a Vestryman like the honour-
.able senior member for the City because he would let

everybody know the difference. I am sure that

-this honourable member could never make that mis-

take. However, whatever the case may be, when the
Hospital Advisory Board has finished consideration
of the matter and renders its report, that report
-would have to come to the poliecy making body of
Allow me to stress that the Hos-

pital Advisory Board cannot decide for the Govern-
ment. The Press is always maiking mistakes, I
remember, a few months ago there was a wave of
hysteria because the Education Board and Govern:
ing Bodies of Secondary Schools were actually con-
sidering the question whether school fees should be
increased and it went around that Government was
thinking of increasing school fees. I think it is time
that the people of this community should be made to
understand that an Advisory Board is only an Ad-
visory Board.

Before I take my seat I am going to make a
motion. I move that the report of the IHospital
Planning Committee be accepted.

Mr. Crawrorp, Mr. H. D. MoTTLEY, Mr: VAUGHAN
and Mr, BArrow entered the House and took their
seats while Hon. Dr. CuMMINS was speaking.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. -

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
I think we all agree that the time has come when the
uncertainties and the dilly-dallyness about the ex-
tension or removal of the General Hospital should
come to an end and that a firm policy for its exten-
sion be arrived at. As far back as 1951 the Labour
Party put before the electorate that it intended
extending the Hospital and this is now three years
since that statement has been made. There is just
one comment I would like to make later and in mak-
ing it I want Your Honour to give me the same
opportunity as you gave to the honourable Minister
of Social Services when he was allowed to make his
statement. I may say now that in issues when a
statement of policy is made and something is said
about it, the policy makers get the idea in their heads
that because someone is saying something against
their policy, that the person is making a malicious
statement against them.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would like to
warn the honourable member that I am only in a
position to deal with statements made in this House.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I was making refer-
ence to statements which are made in this House.
So much for that. It is a bit amusing to me to see
tke phraseology which the Select Committee that was
appointed to consider this report worded its report
in adopting the report of the Hospital Planning
Committee. The honourable Minister of Social
Services was the Chairman of that Select Committee..
After stating that the Committee met on Tuesday 1st
April 1954 and the four members that were present,
it reported as follows:— ‘‘After mature considera-
tion, the Committee beg to recommend the adoption
of the report of the Hospital Planning Committee.”’
You will find the word ‘mature’ has crept into the
phraseology of all recent reports by Select Com-
mittees, You can see it in the report by the Select
Committee on the report on Fire Protection for the
City of Bridgetown. It is also seen in the report
by the Seleect Committee which considered the Bill
to amend the Legislative Debates Act. But what is
amusing about the report by this Committee is that-
it held one meeting which took place on Tuesday,
1st April. Of course, it may not have been neces-.
sery for that Committee to meet again after giving
mature consideration to this most important report
on that date. However, I think it is peculiar that
the Committee could only have held one meeting and
in the time they met give mature consideration to
this report by the Hospital Planning Committee.
However, that is by the way ; this report by the Select
Committee is only a matter of words.’ .

I would like to say that I agree with the majority
of recommendationg that are contained in this report
by the Hospital Planning Committee, but there i3
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cne point on which I would like to get some eclai-
ification when th> honourable Minister gives his
reply. 1 am not at all happy about the recommend-
ation with respect to Hnmore. I was one of those
honourable members who agreed to the purchase of
Eanmore for the expansion of the General Hospital.
At the time I agreed with that proposition, the pregs-
ent Minister did not put the proposition which s}
tefore this House today, that is, the using of Enmore
for a Health Centre for St. Michael. I doubt very
much that honourable members would have been
persuaded to buy Enmore to be used as a Health
Centre and leave the Hospital expansion as it 1s
now proposed if these proposals were made -at the
time when we were considering the question of the
purchase of Enmore. I am not an expert on build-
ing but I have a measure of common sense to know
that some use could be made of some part of Stock-
ton. You cannot say when you have a place like
Stockton so mear to your Hospital that no use can
ke made of it. In the same manner, I do not see
why we should have paid so much money for the
purchase of the Central Foundry site and then usé
it only for a ecar park. It is the most expensive car
pdrk in the world. I have always protested against
that. Now, as far as Stockton is concermed, I al-
- ways felt that it could be used for expansion of the
General Hospital and today we have been told that
the Planning Committee has recommended its use
for extension of the Hospital and that Enmore should
be used for the Health Centre. The establishment of
Health Centres was one of the minor schemes we
agreed on when we discussed the Five-Year Plan.

I was always of the opinion that the extension of

the Hospital, apart from the establishment of Health
Centres, wag so. essential that I considered it nee-
essary to purchase Enmore when the proposal was
put forward but I would never have considered it
necessary to purchase Enmore for a Health Centre.

There is some land alongside the Hospital and
I believe that within the next ten years the Hospital
authorities will find it necessary to get more room
to expand the Hospital. I think it would be wise
if at any time the adjoining property is for sale
that the Government should purchase it. I always

believe that it is better for an institution to extend :

cn its site and use be made of the available land
around it rather than to go outside of the site to
make extensions, However, the recommendation that
Enmore be now used as a Health Centre instead of
being used for expansion of the General Hospital is
not a serious difference. It does not matter to me
very much whether you put a Health Centre there;
[ only wanted to say that so far as the acquisition
of Enmore, it was primarily for the purpose of the
extension of the General Hospital; it was not thought
of acquiring it for a Health Centre.

I am glad to see what is written at paragraph
15. It says:—

““For future development of the Hospital, out-
side of the scope of the Five Year Plan, we recom-
mend —

‘“(1) The rehabilitation or erection of an Out-
Patient Department and Dispensary along
the Bay Street frontage.

The erection, when it is needed, of an
additional block for the treatment of In-
Patients, bringing the number of beds of
the Hospital up to 600. This can be done
within the present compound in the vie-
" inity of the Eastern boundary. .
(iii) Consideration of the advantages that might

be gained by the closing down of the

Maternity Hospital, and by the erection

(i)

Lt

P

of a Maternity Block within the Hospital.
compound.”’

I am glad to see that the Hospital Planning
Committee gave thought to the question of the
erection of an Out-Patient Department and Dis--
pensary along the Bay Street frontage. Nowadays,
when you pass along Bay Street you see people whoe
ere awaiting attention at the Hospital gathered
outside at the corner of the street and it is not a
good sight.

Now that I am on this subjeet, I would be failing
in my duty if I did not let the honourable Minister
know that there is too much talk against the free
medical service which is given at the General Hospi-
‘tal. There are people who regard those that go there
to get the free medical service as serfs and not as
human beings who are entitled to proper medical
attention. There is too much of the idea that Mr. A.
should be regarded better than Mr. B because Mr.
A can pay for the medical service given him and
Mr. B. cannot. No socialist can subscribe to that idea
because the whole essence of socialism is that all
people should receive the best medical attention
whether they are able to pay for it or not, and they
should receive it without any question of inferiority.

Another point which I would like to make men--
tion of is that there are too many doctors who think
that the services at hospitals should be made to suit
their individual tastes. While a doctor should not
work at o Hospital where the conditions are de--
plorable, on the other hand, I think there is too
much ‘‘hush, hush’’ because a doctor is the pro-
fessional man he is. Do not let us begin to perpet--
uate the idea that we should regard the actions of
certain officers beyond question because they are in.
a certain bracket. There are too many instances now
of people complaining of ill-treatment which they
receive at the General Hospital. There are too many
people who are saying that they went into the
Casualty of the Hospital - and no doector wag avail.
able to them. There should be certain hours when a.
doctor should be on duty at the Hospital. I feel
when a doctor is on duty, he should not be on duty
in a manner that is most convenient to him to serve
the public; he should be on duty in a manner inm
which he can serve the general public readily. I
do not subseribe to the idea that doctors — ’

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would not like
the honourable member to go too far in the admin-
istration of the General Hospital. We are dealing
with the report of the Hospital Planning Committee,

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Sir, In view of the
fact that this report is to provide better services.
at the General Hospital by alterations and exten-
sions there, I made that observation. I can assure
Your Honour that I am not going into any details.
I am speaking in a general way on this matter and
I think the complaint which I have just mentioned
is one that all honourable members must have been
acquainted with by somebody bringing it to their
notice.

I would also like to say that I am very pleased.
to learn from the honourakle Minister of Social
Services that the idea of people paying for bandages.
and dressings at the General Hospital has only been
discussed by the Hospital Advisory Board but that.
no report on it has been sent to Government. I hope
the Government would not countenance a sugges-
tion like that, no matter whom it came from or
whether it was cone in every country of the world.
I feel it would be a retrograde step if this Socialist
Government. adopt such a policy; it would be just
like if -we ever thought again of re-instating. thed
raying of school fees in elementary schools. Again,
I must say that T am glad to hear that such a re-




- P

‘port hag not yet reached Government.

for bandages and dressings at the General Hospital.

_matters relating to the Hospital Advisory Board,

‘than those members who at present constitute the

“The mere fact that a Hospital Planning Committee

‘tionship between the Minister of Soecial Services,

-our ‘having one

_government that the Hospital should be admin-
‘to say in the running of the Medical Serviees and

“Board unless the honourable Minister of Social Ser-
‘yvices feels that this Advisory Board wovld still be

~would have been more properly made if he had made
them at the time when this House was discussing

“Hospital in a different light from that in which it

.should be removed from Bank Hall to the General

~the Hospital.

‘maternity cases after extension of the General Ilos-

“Hospital. I do know that, at present, space for
-the treatment of such cases is limited at the General
“Hospital. I do know that persons have to pay an
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1 think it |
is fantastic to ask the people of this colony to pay

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 would not like
the honourable member to place me in an awkward
position. The honourable Minister of Social Services
made a statement to counteract a rumour which had
got around as a result of a statement by the Press.
I think we should leave it at that.

Mr. F. I. WALCOTT: I was about to finish
debating that point when Your Honour interrupted
me. It is true to say that this report by the Hos-
pital Planning Committee has nothing to do with

but I am of the opinion—and I think it is a matter
with which Glovernment should concern itself — that
since the Government was forced to set up this
Hospital Planning Committee of personnel other

Hospital Advisory Board apart from Dr. O’Mahony
and the Minister of Social Services who are mem-
bers of that Board, the time has come when the
usefulness of that Board can be considered as mno
longer necessary. The only useful purpose that
Board can serve at present is to deal with contracgs.

Lad to be formed to deal with this proposed pro-
gramme of Hospital extension and the personnel who
was appointed to serve on this Committee shows that
the Hospital Advisory Board is not able to deal with
matters such ag this. It is my view that the Hos-
pital Advisory Board is only there as a sop to cer-
tain people because the Hospital was taken out of
the hands of the old statutory board. Now that
we have ministerial system, what will be the rela-

who is also Chairmian of the Hospital Advisory
Board and that Board? I see no reason with
central Hospital in this col-
ony which now has a ministerial system of

istered by an Advisory Board. The honourable
Minister of Soeial Services should have the most

T do not see the necessity for having this Advisory

useful. to him. )
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 think. the re-
marks which the honourable member is now making

the Annual Estimates. ‘

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I am not dealing with the
whole administration of the General Hospital, Mr.
Deputy Speaker. This report with which we are
dealing does give the opportunity of discussing the

could be discussed while considering the Annual
Estimates because you only deal with funds to be
voted towards certain things when discussing the
Annual Estimates.

There is the suggestion in this Report by the
Planning Committee that the Maternity Hospital

Hospital so that maternity cases could be adminis-

tered in the same way as it is planned to administer |

for cases of tuberculosis within the compound of
I do not know what are the proposals
for the administration for maternity cases. I would
like to know, for instance, what are the plans for

pital other than those which now go to the Maternity

exorbitant fee for maternity cases treated at the
General Hospital. I do not know what will be the
policey in respect of such cases when the suggestion
for transferring the Maternity Hospital from Baunk
Hall to the General Hospital is carried out. '

Sir, these are some of the things which strike
me as needing some clarification and I hope when
the time comes for the implementation of the ree-
¢mmendations in this report that these things will
be clarified. It is not stated precisely when these
recommendations will be implemented. According to
the report, they will be carried out in stages but
I would like to know how soon will the plan be
implemented. :

Mr. Bryan entered the House and took his seat
while Mr. F. L. Warcorr was speaking.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I’
endorss to some extent some of the recommendations
of the Hospital Planning Committee but I certainly
cannot agree with the report of the Select Commit-
tes which was appointed to consider it because I
cannot see how we, ag a responsible .group of people,
can adopt completely the report of the Plinn ng
Committze. One ¢f the things to which I agree
whole heartedly with the Planning Committee is the
recommendation for the utilisation of Stockton for
the eonstruction of a Nurses” Home and a mechan-
ical Laundry. The Nurses’ Home, according to the
plan will be three stories and will be something
ke 300/ s 307 which wonld mean that it wii b
ceeupying a space of 9,000 square feet. The build-
ings for the mechanical laundry would occupy a
space of 5,700 square feet. All these will be mas-
sive structures. The buildings of -the laundry are
estimated to cost $43,200 and the laundry equip-
ment and its installation are estimated to cost al-
most ‘$80,000. Presumably this equipment will be
heavy machinery. It therefore can be seen that
within the space of three months, this same sup-
posedly responsible Government which eame in here
and said that no use could be made of Stockton
because you could not get proper foundations there,
iy now agreeing to the construction of a three-
storied building there covering an area of 9,000
square feet and additional buildings covering an
additional area of 5,700 square feet with heavy
steel equipment being put into them to provide for
the mechanical laundry. In effect, what this means
js that when you wanted to waste money in acquir-
ing another property Stockton was of no use.
When you.wanted to buy Avalon, Stockton was of
no use; when you wanted to buy Enmore, Stockton
was of no use. Only this year, this House was told
Iy the Government Spokesman that you could not
get proper foundations at Stockton, but now that
the degire of the people to sell Enmore has been
accomplished, it is said that you can use Stockton
for the construction of a big three storied building
for a Nurses’ Home and other buildings to house
a mechanical laundry. Similarly, when this same
Government proposed to buy Enmore on the ground
of extension of the Hospital, members were told in
this House repeatedly that it was inconvenient to
carry the hospital across the road. As a matter of
faet, Your Honour will remember that the discus-
sion went as far as to mention the necessity for
constructing an elevated road from the General
Hospital to Enmore because in the oninion of thosa
honourable members who were in their right senses,
thev saw then the inconvenience which the medical
staff would be put to in getting from the General
Hospital to Enmore, But the Covernment wanted
to buy Enmore: the members of the Government
wanted Enmore unloaded on themselves hecause the
owner of Enmore wanted to get rid of it, so the
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members of Government said that you could do
anything with Enmore for extension of the General
Hosp:tal. Now, this Hospital Planning Committee
of whieh it can be said that it has achieved some
useful purpose, is saying that Enmore is not con-
venient for extension of the General Hospital and
the honourable Minister of Social Services has to-
day attempted to justify what he pooh-poohed and
what the Government ridiculed less than four
months ago when they were told that they should
rot buy Enmore for extension of the Hospital as
it was unsuitable., Now, today, Government is say-
ing that it can use Stockton and to justify the
acquisition of Enmore, it is saying that Enmore
ean be used as a Health Centre.

I do not think any of us would agree to the
establishment simultaneously of a Health Centre in
Bridgetown along with the extension of the (General
Hospital. In other words, if we had agreed to
spend an enormous amount of money on the General
Hospital, as responsible men, we would not at the
same time agree to establish a Health Centre in
Bridgetown. The establishment of a Health Centre
at Enmore is only an afterthought by Government
to justify the extravagant waste of public funds on
the acquisition of it. It was proposed to establish
three Health Centres of which one has already been
established in Speightstown to serve the Leeward
parishes. The proposals for the other two were that
cne should be established in Bridgetown and the
other somewhere else to serve the people of the
Windward parishes. If you were thinking of es-
tablishing another Health Centre at this time, when

you are considering the extension of the General |

Hospital, you would think of establishing first the
one which would serve the other rural area. As a
matter of fact, I would not have been a bit sur-
prised if Government had said that it was going
to buy Enmore to make provision for ministerial
offices. At the time, by its close proximity to the
General Hospital, it was convenient for Govern-
ment to say that it was buying it for extension of
the Hospital.

So far as the purchase of Enmore is concerned,
I doubt whether any member or this House knew
that it had been actually purchased. We knew that
Government wag talking about purchasing it and
we also knew that machinery had been set in motion
to get a reasonable value for the property, but as
far as 1 know, none of us knew that it was actually
purchased or what is the purchase price.

The Government had the money to play with,
and after it was thrown away in the purchase of
this property, they considered all sorts of things
to do with the property. It has to be borne in mind
that it is claimed they will have some land to play
with after they have established the Health Centre.
““Stockton’’ has 3% acres and they will not even
utilise half an acre of land there. Tt us assume
that they have to establish a tennis court for the
nurses; they still have three acres more to play with.
Allowing for the fact that some of the land at
““Stockton’’ will be utilisable for construction pur-
poses, they still have more land to play with there.

The eight flats for the Medical Staff could not |
utilise more than 8,000 square feet and we could !

find space at ‘‘Stockton’’ for the Mechanical Laun-
dry and the Nurses’ Home without touching ‘‘En-
more’ at all. The money which thev are spending
at ‘““Enmore’’ is being completely wasted and the
konourable Minister for Social Services knows that.
T sav that they can put the Health Centre at Queen’s
Park or somewhere else, but not in the vicinity of the
Hospital ; but they have to find some excuse for
saying that they have bought ‘‘Fnmore.”’ Tiet them

purchase a property in Black Rock or at the Pine or-
scmewhere like that and establish the Health Centre
where it is more easily accessible to people in some-
vtner part of the parish than the General Hospital.
.s. ‘The services to be provided by the Health Centre
will be, in the majority of cases, the same as those
provided by the Casualty at the Hospital, and the
people who now rush to the Casualty at.the Hospi-
tal would go to the Health Centre if it were avail--
able. The only reason for suggesting that the Health
Centre should be placed at ‘‘Enmore’’ is because-
the Government bought a ‘‘white elephant,’”’ then
they found that ““‘Stockton’’ could be used for build-
ing and in order tc justify the acquisition of.
““Enmore’’ they propose to use it for the establish-
ment of a Health Centre. I repeat that it was not
necessary to purchase ‘‘Enmore’” at all. _

Tn its Report the Hospital Committee recom-
mends for the future development of the Hospital.
the use of the Bay Street frontage. We own that-
frontage which comprises about 12,000 to 14,000
gsquare feet, and if we own land we must use it; we-
could erect residences there for the use of the medical
staff later on. When we were discussing the proposal
to purchase ‘‘Enmore’’, 1 emphasized that rather
than buy anybody’s ‘‘white elephant’’ we should be--
gin to use the property we have. The Government
said that they could not build at ‘‘Stockton,”’ they
cculd not use the Bay Street frontage, but they can
now use it. When you begin to squander money—

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
member referring to sub-paragraph (1) of para-
graph 15 of the Report?

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am referring to the open.
“window’” on Bay Street, and if they do not mean
that, then the position is worse. If they have 4.
frontage beside that to utilise, it is even more pitiable
to waste public money in purchasing ‘‘Enmore.”’ It
this recommendation does not refer to the open
‘“‘window’’ on Bay Street it means that the Govern-
ment have more land to play with than I thought
they had. Let us assume that the time has come
when we need a Health Centre for the Bridgetown.-
area. It will be remembered that the property for the
Health Centre in St. Peter cost the Government
$14,700; its conversion cost $22,000 so that the
Speightstown Health Centre cost the Government.
roughly $36,700 to establish it. That Health Centre
is supposed to serve the same proportion of the
population as the one proposed for Bridgetown. Let.
it not be believed that because the Speightstown.
Health Centre is in a rural area and the Bridgetown
Health Centre will be in an urban area, you must
establish a bigger building or spemd more money
on its equipment: the Speightstown Health Centre:
will serve roughly the same area and population:
as the Bridgetown Health Centre. The acquisition of
““Enmore’’ costs $75,000 and its conversion will cost
$16,000; so that, in order to relieve the owner of this:
‘““white elephant,”” we will spend $91,000 for the-
Pridgetown Health Centre. That is why the Hospital
Advisory Committee will have to consider making
people pay for dressings and bandages and increase
the charges for the Pay Wards, and so on. Instead
of reducing the cost of these services, they have to
increase it because when people get into power they
souander the money. They will have 432 acres of

Jand which thev propose to use for erecting houses

for the medical staff; but they do not want 4%
acres of land for these eight flats because they can
find room for them at ‘‘Stockton.”’

In my opinion, this $91,000 would have given
the colonv three Health Centres. The Speightstown
Health Centre costs $36,000 and we could acquire &
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property in the Bridgetown area and convert it for
use as the Bridgetown Health Centre. At Crumpton
Street, Country Road, White Park-—at any of these
places there are properties with the requisite amount
of land and one of them could be acquired for a
sum of money in the vicinity of £5,000, we could
spend another £4,000 on its conversion and we could
have a Health Centre for the Bridgetown area at
approximately the same cost as the Speightstown
Health Centre and we would still have left from
the purchase of ‘‘Enmore’’ and its acquisition the
sum of $19,000 which would go towards the cost of
the third Health Centre.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
member likely to go on speaking for much longer?

Mr. CRAWFORD: That is very likely.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If that is so, I sug-
gest that we should adjourn at this stage.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Unless it is the wish of the
Government Party that we adjourn for tea, I shall
continue my specech, .

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am expressing the
desire that the House be adjourned at this stage.

Mr. CRAWFORD: In deference to Your Hon-
our’s wish, I beg to move that this House do now
adjourn for half an hour.

Mr. WILLIAMS seconded the motion, which was
agreed to, and Mr. DepuTY SPEAKER adjourned the
House accordingly.

On resumption, -

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: On the adjournment
the honourable senior member for St. Philip was
speaking on the motion for the adoption of the Re-
port of the Hospital Planning Committee.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before the adjournment I
was endeavouring to show that for the proposed es-
tablishment of the Health Centrc at ‘‘Enmore’’ at a
cost of $91,000 the colony could get the services of
three Health Centres. 1 do not know where the
Government proposes to put the third Health Centre,
but I imagine that the Speightstown Health Centre
will serve the adjacent parishes and a part of St. Jos-
eph, and if we have one in the City area I imagine
there will be another one established in an eastern
parish to serve the eastern part of the island. The
Government has had thrust upon them considerable
property in St. Philip comprising:

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
member discussing the third Health Centre?

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 am trying to show that
for the expenditure on ‘‘Enmore’’ we might have
got a third Health Centre if we did not waste money
on acquiring that property. The third Health Centre
should be established either in St. Philip, St. George
or St. John. I want to say in parenthesis that if the
Government cared to utilise property which.they al-
veady own, they might well convert some of the
buildings at the Admiralty and use some of the land
up there for the establishment of the third Health
Centre; so that we will have threc Health Centres
for the cost of ‘‘Enmore’” alone as one Health Cen-
tre. There is absolutely no justification for attach-
ing a Health Centre in Bridgetown on the shoulders
cf the General Hospital, so to speak. It might be
argued that there are servieces which you might be
able to provide through proximity to the Hospital,
but to what Hospital is the Speightstown Health
Centre near? And to what Hospital will the eastern
Health Centre be near? A Hazalth Centre need not be
near the Hospital; the equipment for the Speights-
town Health Centre costs around $5,000 and similar
equipment for each of the other two Health Centres
would cost the same. I feel that in a colony like this
the Health Centre which will serve the urban area
could be placed with great advantage a mile or ‘there-

——

—

sbout away from the facilities provided at the Gen-
eral Hospital,

One other answer I expect to get is in respect of
the additional land which we expect to get from the
ascquisition of ‘‘Enmore’’ and whether it will justify
the acquisition of the property. If a Health Centre
costs $36,000, to spend $91,000 so as to get 42 acres
of land means that the land cost $10,000 per acre.
That would be the most expensive land except the
Central Foundry’s site, which has ever been bought
by the Government of Barbados. We cannot afford
that luxury: in order to do that we will have to
accept the suggestions of the Advisory Committee
tc make people pay for bandages and dressings
obtained at the Hospital and the cost of the medical
services of the country will be inereased. My con-
tention i; that the Government was ill-advised to
acquire ‘‘Enmore’’ since what we will get from the
purchase of this property could be obtained else-
where and at an infinitely cheaper cost. It is non-
sense for the Government to believe that they could
uot erect any building at ‘‘Stockton’’ when we have,
in our own time, seen a big two-storeyed building
demolished there. That building was not suspended
in mid-air: it was built on foundations and the Gov- "
ernment must have wanted to be stupid when they
maintained that they could not build at ‘‘Stockton,’’
While it is true that we have expert departmental
Heads, yet the question of ascertaining whether it
is possible to build in certain places does mnot re-
quire any genius. If the proposal to build at ‘‘Stock-
ton’’ was not agreed to by some people, the Govern-
ment should have obtained additional advice_before
committing the colony to this expenditure of $91,000
at- first for the extension of the Hospital but now
for the estabishment of a Health Centre at Bridge-
town, when they have land at ‘‘Stockton’’ and even
at the Hospital—land which is on the Bay Street
frontage. : »

One will wait in vain to hear any justifiable
reason for putting a Health Centre on the neck of
the Hospital, so to speak. ‘

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : I ask the hon.
member to pass from that point. ,

Mr. _CRAWFORD : A further point in this
Report with which I feel constrained to express some
dlsagreen}ent IS in connection with the erection ot
an [solatlgn Ward for T.B. within the compound ot
the Hospltal._ From bis expert knowledge of this
matter the Minister for Social Services has told the
House that there is no harm in putting a T.B. Ward
at the Hospital and that any apprehensions in this
direction are ill founded; he went further and
claimed that the aspiration of the medical profession
is that in the near future T.B. will be almost com-
pletely curable in the same manner that the cure
of leprosy has been effected. If this hope is well
founded there might be some justification for the
decision to put a T.B. Sanitorium in the compound
of the Hospital; T can well see that if this hope of
eradicating T.B. is well founded it would appear to
be uneconomic and unjustifiable to undergo any

large-scale expenditure in erecting a T.B. Sanitorium

somewhere else. However, the seourge is on the in-
crease, and while the medical profession is endeav-
ouring to effect a cure for it, large numbers of people
may die either from inadequate facilities for curing
this malady or from putting patients who are not
afflicted with the malady in close proximity to the
actual sanitorium. I admit that a solution to the
problem may not he readily presentable.

There is one final point which I should like to
make. For the reasons which T have given I cannot
support the motion for the adoption of the Report
of the Select Committer. T do not agree with the

~acquisition of “““Enmore™ nor do I agree with the
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establishment of a Health Centre there. The views | same facilities for extending the Hospital, that would

which I have expressed today are views which I
intended to put before the Select Committee, which,
i understand, held only one meeting, and I must
admit that the information which I have today as
regards the cost of the Speightstown Health Centre
and the area to be used at ‘‘Stockton’’ and what not,
was not available to me at the time when the Select
Committee met. I respectfully suggest that even if
the Government decide to continue their policy of
establishing a Health Centre at ‘‘Eumore,’’ it should
be realised that a Health Centre for Bridgetown is
rot an immediate necessity if they are making pro-
vision for the extension of the Hospital; that exten-
sion will take care of the necessary demand for medi-
cal services in Bridgetown. The Government can
relieve the pressure at the Hospital by establishing
a rural Health Centre; so long as the Health Centre
will be in an eastern parish it should be established
before the Health Centre in Bridgetown because the
demands for medical attention must be greater in
the rural parishes than in the City after you have
already extended the General Hospital.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon. junior
member for St. Lucy, who seeonded the motion for
the adjournment, is at liberty to speak now or to
defer his speech until later in the debate.

Mr. WILLIAMS : T will defer my speech until
later.

Mr. ALLDER: As a member of the Select Com
mittee which considered the Report of the Hospital
Planning Committee, I shall answer the statement
of the hon. junior member for St. Peter when he ex-
pressed his surprise that the Select Committee met on
only one occasion to cousider a Report of this magni.
tude. I regret that the hon. member is not in his
place, but hon. members of this Chamber were pre-
sented with this Report for some reasonable time
Lefore the appointment of the Select Committee. T
do not see the necessity for creating confusion in the
discussion of a very importart matter like this,
because for some time now hon. members of this
Chamber have been agitating for some attention to
be paid to the extension of the services at the Hos-
pital, and also the general public was loud in its
demands for some attention to be paid to the ex-
temsion of these services. I should say that the mem-
bers of the Select Committee were all very proud
to see that the Government had decided to make
some attempt to alleviate the situation and it was our
irtention to do our best impartially tc help the pro-
gramme to be brought about. There was only one
phase of the Report which worried the minds of
sume members of the Select Committee and that was
the propgsal to put a T.B. Block in the centre of
the compound of the Hospital. Explanations were
given and it was suggested that it was quite safe
t» put that Block there because in bigger countries
T.B. Wards were adjacent to other Wards of the
Hospitals. I am not saying that putting the T.B.
Ward there does not still worry my mind, but the
experts seemed to think differently and I did not
want to delay the work of the Committee. However,
that matter is left to the Government.

To criticize unduly the findings of the Select Com-
mittee is an attempt to do an injustice to the mem-
bers of the Committee whose intention was to give
assistance in the matter. While it is true that this
Chamber was not apprised of the intention of the
Government to purchase ‘‘Enmore,”’ yet that prop-
erty has been purchased and one cannot but offer
assistance in bringing about a programme which will
help in the proper utilisation of this property. If
we had to decide on the purchase of the property in
view of the fact that there was the general opinion
that the present properties could have offered the

have been a different matter. I agree with the pro-
posal to carry out the various services which it is
tended to carry out at ‘‘Enmore’’: I am told that
the V.D. Department will be removed from the com-
pound of the Hospital and taken to ‘‘Enmore’’ and
there are possibilities of extending the services so as
to accommodate workers who find it difficult to
attend the Department during the day. 1 am also
told that a Health Centre will be placed at ‘‘En-
more;’’ personally, if we did not have ‘‘Enmore”’
and the question of establishing a Health Centre
wag brought up, I would suggest putting that Health
Centre somewhere else because 1 do not believe in
the overlapping of services at the Hospital. How-
ever, this property has already been bought and the
only thing which is left for us to do is to see how
successfully it can be used. I am also told that a
certain area at ‘‘Enmore’” will accommodate the
administrative staff at the Hospital which is now
loused inside the compound of the Hospital and that
proposal will release much space to the Hospital;
besides that, accommodation will be afforded for
people who are in the early stage of suffering from
tuberculosis and who might be treated. It is proposed
to carry on about four different services at ‘‘En-
more’’ and therefore I could not see any reasonable-
minded member of the Select Committee objecting
to those proposals.

As regards ‘‘Stockton,”” I must share some of
the ‘opinions expressed by previous speakers in re-
spect of the confused statements made in connection
with this property by members of the Government
irom time to time. I believe that the property was
allowed to remain undeveloped because of the state-
iment made in Government cireles that the property
‘s unsuitable for the extension of the Hospital; but
let us appreciate the attitude of those who assisted
in the furtherance of statements against the use of
*Stockton’’ in the past but who have now decided
that this property can really be used. Although
these statements have been confusing and disap
pointing, yet we must appreciate the new stana
which has been taken to make use of this property.
The only thing which one would suggest is that the
Government should be more careful in the future in
aceepting recommendations from experts who, I pre
sume, caused members of the Government to make
such statements. I am very grateful to know that
an attempt is about to be made to make use of this
valuable Government property. Much ink has been
used in the agitation to get the Government to do
something about this property; of course I have
never shared the view that this property could not
be utilised for building because, as a youngster, I
have seen there one of the largest buildings that
could be found in this island; but I presume that
there has been some reason why the Government had
bEfH:l advised not to make use of this property. To
utilise this property for the accommodation of 150
nurses glong with an elaborate washing-house and
machinery is to salvage a large sum of the taxpayers’
money which was paid for this property several years
ago -—a property which was actually discarded.

I do not agree with the proposal to establish
a T.B. Sanitorium which will only accommodate 50
patients: I feel that if you are going to convert the
Marie Louise and Prince Albert Wards into a T.R
Sanitorium or wherever else you may decide to
place that Sanitorium, the accommodation should
not be so limited. I presume that as soon as the
(Government have finished the construction of this
Sanitorium they will remove from the St. Michael’s
Infirmary those patients who are in the T.B. Ward—
I am told that there are ahout 50 or 52—and they
will also remove those patients from the Infirmaries
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of the other parishes which do not have sufficient |
accommodation so as to give the patients that treat- )
ment which is required if they must regain their l
health. I do not think it is convenient to go into
details as regards the cost of construction because I
presume the estimated cost is just something'
imaginary, but which we hope will be followed as;

closely as possible. Some people have said that the ;

estimate is fairly conservative having regard to the
various exfensions which it is proposed to earry
cut: on the other hand, I can only express here what
T expressed before the Select Committee, and that is
that those who are concerned in the carrying out
of the work will see to it that the Government get
value for their money. Therefore while we may not
be in agreement with the state of affairs obtaining
at the General Hospital in the past, we can console
ourselves in the fact that some attempt is being made
to remove the difficult conditions which, it is claimed,
have been in existence up there for some time.

Messrs. Brancker and E. K. WarLcorr entered
the House and took thier seats while Mr. ALLDER
was speaking.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I suppose I am regarded
as one of the greatest critics of the Hospital and its
administration during my time in this Chamber; for
that matter not only am I one of the greatest critics
of the administration of the Hospital, but of ali
matters pertaining to the health of the community.
Therefore when I read that His Excellency the Gov-
ernor was pleased to appoint a Committee to go into
the question of the Hospital I was very pleased and !
1 looked forward to the day when I would be afforded
the opportunity to discuss the Report of the Com-
mittee; so that if I can offer helpful eriticism in this
watter, I will do so.

First of all, it is regrettable that the terms of
reference of this Committee were so limited, because,
in reading the Report of the Committee it is obvious
that among the members of the Committee were
persons of action. This Report cannot be considered
as being voluminous, it is a concise Report covering
what the Committee was asked to do. I listened to
the Minister of Social Services who offered us ex-
. planations concerning matters which are not em-
bodied in the Report and without taking any undue
advantage of one’s position, I am sure that Your
Honour will also grant me similar latitude to reply

I think it is fair to say that the Report shows
that very grave and wide consideration has been
given to the matter by those persons who were
appointed as members of this Committee: it shows
that there is a great knowledge of local conditions.
T am partly in agreement with many of the recom-
nendations made in this Report because, after all
the eriticism which has been offered in this House,
one must appreciate that an effort is being made to
do something to relieve those very horrible condi-
tiong at the Hospital. I say this: when you begin to
feel that you are beginning to lose faith in imported
officials in this country and in their honesty and
integrity in making correct, honest and straightfor-
ward statements to the Government, this Report when
studied makes you feel that you are recaining faith.
You feel that sometimes we are saddled with the
wrong men and apparehtly on mnothing they put to
. the Government you can really place an honest
. construction. I say that this Report is not voiu-
minous: I have searched for all the criticism and
throughout the Report you see a really honest and
sincere effort to guide the Government as to the
erection of new buildings in order to relieve the
situation: however, I say that this Revort makes

you believe that you cannot always lose faith in

human nature. Some of the advice which has been
given to this country by people connected with C.D.
& W. and some of the statements made in here
would lead ug to believe that the only way in which
you can do anything to help in the relief of the
situation at the Hospital would be to mortgage
Barbados.

I shall not attempt to offer any critieism as to
draughtsmanship and so on: [ leave that to hon
ourable members who think they know about it. It
strikes me that the Committee in recommending that
the Hospital be extended on its present site, has
made a wise recommendation. However, the Resolu-
tion moved by the Minister of Social Services,
‘‘Resolved that this House place on record its aceep-
tance of the Report of the Hospital Plapning Com-
mittee appointed by His Excellency the Governor
on 13th July, 1953: and that the House pledges
itself to support the Government in the implemen-
tation of the said Report,”’ is not good enough for
me. After I have expressed my views, I am bound
to make other suggestions,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope that the
honourable member is not reading that Resolution
as something which is before the House.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Is it not that Resolution
the passing of which the Minister of Social Services
moved ?

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: For the honourable mem-
ber’s information 1 will say that I asked leave to
proceed with Order No. 2 instead of Order No. 1
so that we are really dealing with the Report of
the Hospital Planning Committee. When we have
finished that Order we will revert to Order No. 1.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: As I understand the
position, we were dealing with this Resolution to
place on record our acceptance of that Report, I
asked what was being dealt with and nobody seemed
to know.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot accept that:
the honourable member was told what the motion
before the House was. Moreover, he should not have
sat there and not understood what was happening.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I am prepared to criticise
both the Resolution and the Report of the Select
1glqmmittee. The Report of the Select Committee says

is:

‘‘ After mature consideration, the Committee beg
to recommend the adoption of the Report of the
Hospital Planning Committee.”

It strikes me that this whole procedure is wrong.
This Resolution which is before the House for the
adoption of the Report which has been sent down
by the Government,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no such
Resolution before the House: if the honourable
member ceases to look at Order No. 1 he will get
himself straight in this debate. Order No. 1 has
been postponed so that Order No. 2 could be dealt
with. The honourable member will be at liberty to
say whether Order No. 1 is in order or not when
that Order is before the House.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I cannot accept what
the Report of the Select Committee says. I
happened to be a member of the Select Committee,
but realising that the meeting was fixed for All
Fool’s Dav. T did not think it would be wise for me to
attend the meeting on that day because I did not
think we would get a proper Report. (Laughter).
This Report is not good enough for me and-1 hope
the honourable Minister will accept some amend-
ments which T will offer; in faect, I shall make a
motion. Paragraph 3 of the Report of the Hospital
Planning Committee says.
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““We_ are of the opinion that the needs of the
Island for some considerable time will be adequately
served by the availability to the General ruwiie oi
600 beds in a General hospital provided that some
essential development of selected Almshouses into
- Cottage Hospitals takes place....”’

"I'nig entire Report makes recommendations with
4 proviso, I take it that the Seleect Committee went
mio this Report very carefully; if ‘these recom-
mendations are to be carried out, you are bound, as
is set out in the Report, to make your selections of
Almshouses for Cottage Hospitals. The whole matter
hinges on the limit of the funds which you have to
spend. 1 will move an amendment when we come to
deal with the Resolution.

In . paragraph 4 of the Report the Committee
deals with the provision of ‘‘Good accommodation
for the treatment of 50 in-patients suffering from
Tuberculosis, in a separate block adjacent to all
essential services.”” While I appreciate the fact that
the Government is all powerful in this matter, while
1 appreciate the fact that they have taken steps to
acquaint of the matter the various parochial author-
ities whose duty it is to provide the necessary ac-
commodation for T.B. patients, I am wondering
whether they have had any report from -the local
governments in connection with this subjeet. I know
that the local governments have been asked to ex-
press their opinion in this matter because the Gov-
ernment feels that the matter is one of great impor-
tance. I have listened very carefully to the hon.
Minister of Social Services and I am sure that when
he is replying he will be able to tell us the number
of T.B. cases which have been reported annually
within the last three years. In arriving at this num-
ber of 50 patients for whom: they are providing,
they must have had figures on which to go, and on
the other hand, the hon. Minister must have the
necessary statistics as to those persons who are housed
in the Wards of the various Almshouses. In making
my own observation, I would say that when it is con-
sidered that in St. Michael’s Ward alone there.are
nearly 50 cases of T.B. housed and there are outside
quite a number of people who cannot get accom-
modation in the Wiard, it does strike me that to pro-
vide aceommodation for 50 patients seems to be really
inadequate. On the other hand, I listened carefully
te the hon. Minister in dealing with this part of the
Report; he said that he was now coming to a matter
which was worrying the minds of members of this
House and the minds of a great majority of the pub-
lic, and he went on to say that with modern scientific
treatment there would not be any danger in housing
T.B. cases at the Hospital. I would like to say this;
it might be alright from the scientific point of view,
but- looking around this House I say that no hon-
ourable member would want a T.B. Ward placed
next to him with the patients spitting down on him.

The hon. Minister has said that with modern
treatment there is no danger of placing this T.B.
‘Ward at the Hospital, that being the case in big
cities. But ean the honourable member say that even
in ‘big cities it is not considered better to have these
patients in a place where they can occupy their minds
and take their minds off the idea that they are suffer-
ing from the disease? Is the method not still adopted
in big cities where patients suffering from tubercu-
losis are given the oportunity of waiking around and
and mixing freely among themselves? For the past
several years I have been raising the question of
providing some place for the erection of a T.B. Sani-
torium; even if modern seience has discovered
modern treatment for tuberculosis, the idea is to pro-

vide a proper place for isolation—a place where peo-

ple can really have sunshine—and I have been ask-
g that such a place be provided. The hon. Minister
pelongs to a Party which professes to maintain that
it is tne people that matter and therefore 1 am sure
he will agree with me that anything which is worry-

' ing the minds of the majority of the people should

not be thrust upon them in the way in which this
miatter has been thrust upon them. It is absolutely
nceessary that the Government should provide some
proper place for the isolation of T.B. cases; if you
were to take a plebiscite to-morrow, you would not
gct more than 2% of the people saying that a Tuber-
culosis Ward should be placed in the compound of
the General Hospital. However high the regard I
have for the personnel of this Committee and the
speed with which it has produced this Report, I must
differ from the hon. Minister and I am in a position
to say here and now that I know that members of this
Committee have differed from this idea of putting
a T.B. Ward within the compound of the General
Hospital.

There is no point in elaborating on how fearful
and dreaded this disease is and how people regard
it. It is true that with modern treatment, whieh is
not clinical cure, this disease has been arrested in
many cases; it is not only a question of the
isolation of a few people; it is a question of prevent.-
ing the spread of the disease and it strikes me that
better arrangements could be made in this matter
I will mention that it is just recently in the Esti-
mates that we made provision for the purchase of
new X-ray equipment at the Hospital: I do not
know who condemned the old equipment, but the
cquipment which has been condemned is still - in
operation and it was considered to be modern
I believe it is still good enough and I will watch and
see who will use it. T am sure that even with this
modern treatment, the Minister of Social Services
is bound to agree with me that the process of this
modern treatment stretches over a year or two years.
1 should like to ask whether it will be conducive to
modern standards of health to keep patients in this
Ward, which it is suggested will be put within the
compound of the General Hospital, for 18 months to
2 years with this treatment? Would it not be in-
finitely better if arrangements could be made for this
T.B. Ward to be placed outside the Hospital? I want
to say that the Minister of Social Services knows
well that you eannot enact legislation, as in the case
of leprosy, to compel persons who are suffering
from tuberculosis to remain in any Institution, You
may attempt to enact some legislation in this con-
rection here, but I am sure that it eannot be put into
force. In the absence of that provision, unless you
provide some place where people can be at home
away from home, where they can be in an atmos-
phere where they can take their minds away from
the fact that they are suffering from tuberculosis,
you are wasting money, so to speak. You are just
perpetuating a system where you have peoble to-
gether in a big Ward carrying in their minds that
they are suffering from T.B. their time is just around
the corner and therefore there is no sense in worry-
ing over the matter.

I am sure the honourable Minister of Social
Services will take me seriously, because he is aware
that in large countries, up to this day, with all their
modern treatments for diseasges, they have not aban-
doned the idea of having T.B. patients kept at iso-
lated places where those patients can walk around
{reely and mix, so to speak, among themselves. That
cannot be done if they are treated at the General
Hospital according to the recommendation of this
report. T was at pains before I came inside here.

b )
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to discuss this question with whom I might call a
very good medical authority on this subject, and he
pointed out to me that even with the most mod:m
treatment, it was also a question of time, and a per-
.son so afflicted would have to spend from one tuy
two years in the institution. Without having a good
wide area of land around the T.B. Ward so that
the patients could go out and enjoy the sunshine, we
are really doing nothing to prevent the spread of
-this disease. If T.B. patients are to be kept under
the conditions as are set out in this report, they
would be better provided for if they were home.

Sir, while we disagree with that recommendation
_in the report, it will never pay honourable members
who desire to see something done for the hospitalisa-
tion of sick persouns to allow that to destroy the report.
The question of having a T.B. Block in the Hospital
is a criticism of mine and I cousider it comstructive
.eriticism. I am sure the honourable Minister of Soc-
jal Services who is responsible for policy in regard
to health will take this criticism very seriously. He
has been a medical practitioner for quite a mum-
her of years and he has plenty experience of human
nature.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, dealing with the question
of the acquisition of Enmore, I was mnot in the
island when this House dealt with the question nor
wag I in this Chamber when the Government bought
Stockton. I have never seen anything before the
House with respect to the buying of Stoeckton but 1
read in the Press that this House discussed the
advisability of acquiring Enmore. I do mnot think
‘we have any grouse so far as the acquisition of En-
more. I am also glad to see from this report that
-somebody from outside has been able tc confirm the

opinion of homourable members in this House that

‘use can be made of Stockton. I agree with the
remarks of the honourable senior member for St.
Philip when he said that there seems to be a lot more
‘land at Stockton which will be available for use
when the time comes. Honourable members on this
-side of the table merely smiled when we were told
by Government members that proper foundations
.could not be found at the General Hospital. @—We
cmiled because we knew that the Government was ill-
advised at that time; however, it is heartening to see
that far from that being so, we can add to some of
“the buildings in' the Hospital compound.
In my looking through the report, there are one
or two things which are absent. I observe that mo
-arrangement has been made for visitors. When peo-
ple are sick in bed, especially when they are treated
at a hospital, their family. are usually sick in mind,
‘and I do think that proper arrangements should be
made for visitors to the Hospital to see their sick rela-
-tives or friends. Tt has been mentioned that visitors
to the General Hospital ean be seen waiting outside
in the streets and as I see no arrangement is made
for them. T hope the honourable Minister wil] take
-2 note of thig matter with a view to getting something
"done. I too think that conditiong in this respect are
“very shocking at present. ’
I said, Sir, that I think it is unfortunate that the
“terms of reference of this Hospital Planning Com-
mittee have been so limited. We find that the Hos-
‘pital Planning Committee in its plan has recommend-
-ed in the overall scheme for a 600-bed hospital. ¥
-am throwing it out that although it was not in the

. . )
terms of reference to make provision for more than !

100 additional beds - at present, therere, no sug-
pestion can be made for more, we should yet try
“to bring the acecommodation up to 600 beds as soon
~as possible because in our offering more accommo-

- dation for the sick. we will be reducing to a minimum |

-the congestion and remedying what in my opinion,

and what I consider is the opinion of many honoura-
tle members of this House and the general public, -
is the great bugbear and burden to patients who
nave to be treated under such conditions.

1 am sure the honourable Minister of Social
Services will agree with me when I say that it is not
necessary for the General Hospital to be admin-
istered by a medical practitioner. It does not happen
‘n big countries. I therefore throw it out as a sug-
gestion, that just as you are sending nurses overseas
tor further training, that somebody should be sent
overseas, now that you are about to embark on the
extension of the Hospital, for training in hospital
administration. I think it would be a wonderful ex-
perience for some of our employees, whose experience
15 only limited to the running of our local hospital,
te be able to spend a year or two in England or some
other big country to see how hospitals are adminis-
tered. His views would be more widened as a result
and this colony would stand to benefit, It is my view
that you will always continue to have grave dis-
setisfaction at the Hospital unless you are prepared
to have someone trained to administer the affairs
of it.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope the honour-
able memhber will not push that point too far.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : As usual, Sir, I do not
rush things too far. (Laughter). I, therefore, sug-
gest that in our plan of re-organisation of the Gen-
eral Hospital—and this can be called our plan —
steps should be taken to train some person in the

i art of administration of hospitals,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the honour-
able member has said sufficient on that point.

Mr. F. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I
appreciate that. When the honourable Minister of
Social Services made his speech on the adoption of
this report, he concluded by making a statement
denying a statement which appeared in the Press ‘as
to the Government charging out-patients of the
General Hospital for part of their medicines, and
so on. The honourable Minister rightly said that the
matter was the concern not only of members of this
House but also the general public, I believe it was
the topic of conversation among every group of peo-
ple who met together within the past week. I listen-
ed carefully to what the honourable Minister had
to say about it and I am sure Your Honour will
allow me the right to say something in reply to that
statement. The honourable Minister in his explana-
tion did not really deny what appeared in the Press.
If T am correct, the honourable Minister ‘said that
the matter was not finalised and that the report of
the Hospital Advisory Board on the matter had not
yet reached the Government. I hope rumour on this
occasion—not what appeared in the Press because
the honourable Minister has not denied that—would
be a lying jade. T hope rumour will be incorrect on
this occasion. As far as I have heard, this matter
has been finalised by the Hospital Advisory Board,
and the unfortunate thing about it is that if they
want to do it, all that would happen is that when
it is brought to this House, honourable members will
talk against it, but in the end it will be put into
effect. The honourable Minister said- that the Hos-
pital Advisory Board is still examining the matter
and I counsel him as Chairman of that Boargd to oo
on examinine the matter until he jis finished with
politics. T will offer no more criticisms on the matter
at this stage. T have found the honourable Minister
alwavs willing to discuss. anything with me and
<hovld he discuss this question with me, T am wilV'»~
to show him the stupidity of puttine it into effect.
While T am speaking upon. this matter—
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I thought the hon-
ouraple member was eaving that pomnt. -

mr. k. D, MortLBY: I ovserved that other
honourablie memvers touched on that point and Your
lionour was rather considerate with them.

Mr. DePUrY SPEAKER: I think I am quite
cunsiderate to the honourable member’s suggestions.

Me. E. D. MOTTLEY: I am not prepared to
argue with Your Honour. There are other matters
which I want  to speak about in dealing with this
feport of the Hospital Planning Committez. On the
whole, Sir, this report is one which we, on this side
of the table, readily agree to, but there are in it
some anomalies which I am sure after it has been
implemented will be adjusted. We are hoping that
when the recommendations of the report are carried
out, the Hospital will be relieved of its present
congesticn. The one omission which I observe could
have been implemented, especially now that young
doetors will be taken on at the Hospital is the
question of holding post mortem examinations at
the Hospital. I think that a proper mortuary should
have been provided at the Hospital. I see nothing
in this report about it but I do not think it is too
late to make some such provision. I am sure the
honourable Minister of Social Services will agree
that the proper place today for the mortuary for
‘the parish of St. Michael should be at the General
Tospital.

Sir, you are aware that whether it is the Hos-
pital Advisory Board or whether it is the Minister
of Social Services to deal with things pertaining to
the Hospital, there are persons who are not willing
to say anything to any proper authority about mat-
ters affecting the people there. The honourable
junior member for St. Peter in his speech made it
clear that there is a feeling in this country that the
Hospital should be run for the benefit of doctors
and not the patients but I do not think that is
altogether true. Tt is partly true because there are

some doctors, especially those who come here from | ) - . A {
| who are suffering with less infectious diseases arg.

abroad, who feel that no one should speak to them
when they do anything wrong. Quite recently, Mr.
Deputy Speaker —

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am going to)ask
the honourable member to be as brief as possible on
that point. The Estimates for the year have just
been  produced and when these were considered,
honourable members had the opportanity of discuss-
ing the entire administration of the eclony.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: T am fully aware of
that, Mr. Deputy Speaker. I just want to say that
there were cases at the General Hospital in which
complaints have been made against doctors and
there is a common feeling not only among medical
practitioners but also among nurses and many

patients that you cannot even get any enquiry held.

into the action of certain doctors, far more to get
satisfaction, as long as those doctors are friendly
with the Director of Medical Services. Sometime ago,
some person got some artery severed as a result of
treading on glass bottle and on going to the Hos-
pital with the wound, a doctor ordered that it be
dressed with a piece of elastoplast. The person was
treated as an out-patient and on going to a private
doctor, it was discovered that the wound was full
of dirt and ash. and the doctor looking at the cer-
tificate which the person received from the Hospital
discovered who the doctor was that treated
the  person at the Hospital and he said that
there was no point in makine any row about
it because no satisfaction would be given so far
as that doctor was concerned. Things like that
are wrong and need remedyine. I therefore throw
put the warning to the honourable Minister of Social

Services to be wide awake in matters of that sort-
and in remedying them not to be afraid of putting:
his feet down upon some of the medical practition--
ers. In short, let them know that they are wrong.

On the whole, we, of the party to which I beiong,
are supporting the acceptance of this report by the
Planning Committee, but when it comes for us to-
deal with Order No. 1, of the Order Paper which is
to agree to this report in its entirety, I am sure Your
Honour will allow us to make some amendment.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will warn the
honourable member before he sits that the Select
Committee which was appointed by this House to go
into this report which was made by the Hospital
Planning Committee which was appointed by His
Excellency the Governor met and recommended to
this House the adoption of this Report and the
motion which is before the House is that this House
agree with the Hospital Planning Committee’s Re--
port. The honourable member is at liberty to move
an amendment to that motion. The honourable
member can make an amendment to reject certain of
the proposals in the Committee’s Report.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Subject to Your Hon-
our’s sugegstion, I beg to move an amendment to the-
Report of the Select Committee appointed to con-
sider this Report. My motion is that this House
agree with the Report of the Hospital Planning
Committee subject to other arrangements being
made for the isolation of T.B., patients outside of the
General Hospital compound.

I am sure the honourable Minister of Health.
has observed from the eriticism which I offered in
that respect that I tried to help and that it was con--
structive. The honourable member knows that I
have always differed not only with him, but with.
other persons who feel that the isolation of T.B.,
patients should be in the compound of the General
Hospital. I have always felt that the isolation of
such people should not be in a place where people:

treated. We must view this matter from the per-
sonal element. The honourable Minister of Social
Services rightly said that this recommendation for
a T.B. Block in the General Hospital was one which:
would engage the minds not only of members of
this House but every member of this ecommunity.
Sir, I have much pleasure in associating myself with.
the report of the Hospital Planning Committee but
subject to other arrangements being made for the
isolation of T.B., patients outside of the General
Hospital. By that, I mean that provision can be made
for a T.B. Block on any of the adjacent grounds.

I am going to make one last point on this mat-
ter, Mr. Deputy Speaker. According to the honour-
eble Minister of Health and his advisers, there ig no-
danger in putting this T.B. Block in the Hospital
compound. I wonder if the honourable Minister or:
his advisers will agree to the putting of this T.B.
Block outside of the Hospital on part of that three
or four acres at Enmore where it is proposed to
build residences for the doctors. If there is no
danger at all in having it in the compound of the
Hospital, certainly there is less danger to any mem-
ber of the public if it is put on part of that land
at Enmore. Sir, the only way that we can impress:
the people of Barbados that there is no danger in-
baving this T.B. Block in the proximity of the Gen-
eral Hospital is if we build it near to the area where:
we plan to build residences for doctors. Of course.
T know the aveument will be that those officers would
have their families living there and their childrem
will be running around the area and mizht come in
contact with patients at the T.B. Ward. Sir I anr
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willing to wager a bet that you will get the biggest
“howl if you attempt to suggest to build a T.B. Block
. at. Enmore.

(A VOICE: Why must you do it?)

Sir, you must not do that, but you must build it
in a place where sick persons, whose vitalities are
down to the minimum, whose resistances are at the
lowest point, are to be treated. The honourable Min-
ister of Social Services knows that this recommenda-
tion is unpopular, We have argued it out already.
‘While it might meet with agreement from the point
of view of medical practitioners, from the point of
view of laymen there is danger in putting it in such
close proximity to places where you have for the

“treatment of less infectioug diseases. I know other
honourable members will express a similar point of
view. Sir, subject to other arrangements being
made for the isolation of T.B. patients, outside of the
present Hospital compound, I agree with the report
of the Hospital Planning Committee. I have already
_moved, that as an amendement.

Mr. VAUGHAN: As a member of the Seleet
Committee I had the privilege, contrary to the opin-
ion expressed earlier, of giving mature study to this
report by the Hospital Planning Committee and it is
_a pity that all honourable members in this House
who were members of that Select Committee failed
to attend the meeting and bring the maturity of their
_judgment to bear on that report. Instead, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, we have heard the most adverse criticisms
from the very two members of the Select Commit-
tee who never attended the meeting. My colleague
.and myself were seconded on the Select Committee
‘and I do not know if it is because the Hospital is
‘an institution which is subjeet to public criticism
that the Government thought it wise to appoint my
.colleague and myseif in order that if the plan adopted
-eame in for any severe criticisms that we also would
have to share in the condemnation which Government
would be subjected to. but if that were so it was a
wise provision on the part of the Government. Mr.
Deputy Speaker. Barbados for the past several years
has been woefully in need of improved medical insti-
tutions and, therefore, I considered it my duty and
:a pleasure to sit in on a Select Committee which was
to give consideration to the improvements of this
very necessary institution. the General Hospital.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we who sat in on the

Committee went into the Hospital Planning report
“thoroughly and made many suggestions, I personally
brought to the notice of the Committee that there was
lack of accommodation for visitors in the recom-
mendations of the Planning Committee and that is
a suggestion which has been accepted by the Select
‘Committee.

(A VOICE: But it is not contained in your
-report.)

The report which we considered is a document
of a Committee appointed by the Governor. The.
“Qelect Committee appointed by this House consid-

-ered that Report and here and there made sugges- |

gestions which were acceptable to the Select Commit-
- tee.

(A VOICE: Tt is rather strange that sugges-
tions were made and accepted by the Select Commit-
“tee and nothing of them has been written in their
-report.)

Mr. VAUGHAN: The Select Committee made
many suggestions which were accepted. Members of
-the Select Committee gave consideration to accom-
modation for visitors and the honourable Minister
.of Social Services assured us that such accommoda-
-tion will be provided. I want to inform this House
~that this report of the Hospital Planning Commit-

’.

P

tee was thoroughly considered by the Select Commit.
tee. Purely ag a matter of constructive criticism, I
will say that this report of the Planning Commijttee
is one of great architectural foresight. Those who
bave criticised this report had not the opportunity
of studying the plans. We of the Select Committee
who met studied) the plans. We had the intelligence
tc read them beecause they are quite plain to the
intelligent mind. There is only one fault that I can
find, and that is, I blame the honourable introducer
of this report for the timidity with which he handled
it. We are aware that we have an institution which
i» entirely inadequate to handle the necessities of
the medical ills of this country, but if this report
by the Planning Committee is put into effect, we
will bhave an institution which would be able to
serve our needs adequately for some time. We now
have a plan which provides for twenty additional
surgical beds, seventy-seven additional beds for medi-
cal cases, accommodation for fifty-two children in-
stead of thirty-six, accommodation for fifty additional
nurses -to attend to these additional patients which
we are providing for by the increase of one hundred
and thirty-four beds with an eventual increase to
two hundred and twenty-eight beds thereby making
the Hospital being able to accommodate six hundred
patients. )

There has been some harsh criticism over the
Health Centre for Bridgetown being sited at Enmore.
Personally, 1 think it is one of the best localities
for the Health Centre particularly when you take
into consideration that it will have to serve the par-
ishes of St. George and St. Michael and part off
Christ Church which are the most populous parishes,
of the country. T will counsel the Government to
do one thing about it. The Government must not
omit gdvertising this Health Centre when it is in-
stituted. The people must be made to understand what
2 Health Ceéntre is and the purpose of its establish-
ment. They must be made to understand that it is
not a casualty ward as an honourable member who
spoke earlier suggested. The people must be made
to understand that the Health Centre is primarily
concerned with the publiec health of the community
and if propaganda—I use the word propaganda pur-
posely — is properly directed by the Government,
Health Centres will be of invaluable service in the
prevention of medicine in this country, and as I
have said, I feel Enmore is the most suitable site
for the Health Centre of Bridgetown. When you are
considering the site of a Health Centre you must
bear in mind the psychology of the people to be
attended to at that institution. If it is sited in a seclud-
ed spot many more people would go to it than if
it were eentrally situated. I am of the opinion that
more people would go to Enmore because it is, so
to speak, out of the way.

As far as the construction of a Tuberculosis
Block within the compound of the General Hospital,
1 accepted that recommendation by the Planning
Committee. We have the opinion here in that respect
of four medical practitioners who have stated that
in their opinion from the point of view of health

within the compound of the Hospital there is
no danger of having this T.B. Block there.
I am mnot an authority on this matter but

I am satisfied that thig terrifying fear of con-
tact and contagion and infection bv  having
this T.B. ward in the compound of the General
Hospital only exists in. the pubic mind. I am of
the opinion that if tuberculosis were contracted as
casily as the public would have us to believe, half
f the populaticn would be infect~d. Tuberculosis
is dangerous from infection but only at a certain
stage. Another thing which has to be borne in
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mind is that rest is the essence of treatment fo_r!
people suffering from tuberculosis and tuberculosis
patimnts are not allowed to walk about with the:
freedom one envisages., Ag I have said, the fear of
infection of tuberculosis is out of all proportion to |
“the reality of it. Mr. Deputy Speaker, with all that |
I have said I wull put up no objection to the removal |
of the T.B. Block to Enmore or to a more isolated
spot as has been suggested by an honourable melp-l
ber if that is the majority opinion, but that Wlnl
only be from the point of view of satisfaction to the
general public.

There is one thing which I would like to see
the Government adopt as its policy in respect to the
recommendations of this Planning Committee and
that is that Government hasten the completion of
these recommendations. The quicker these recom-
mendations can be put into effect, the better it would
be for the colony. An honourable member made
mention of the fact that the Hospital Planning Com-
mittee was of the opinion that the needs of the
island for some considerable time would be adequate.
ly served by the availability to the general public
of 600 beds at the General Hospital because of the
proposal for Cottage Hospitals to take the place of
present Almshouses. I will say that Cottage Hos-
pitals will be an inevitability because in time to
come, only serious medical cases will be treated at
the new General Hospital. I repeat, Sir, that
the plan provides for additional beds for one hun-
dred and thirty-four patients immediately and even-
tually for two hundred and twenty-eight patients.
We have heard month after month and year
after year for many years of the inadequacy

of the present hospital and now an accept-
able plan has been presented, we are having
all sorts of ecriticisms which are unfounded

from the point of view of further knowledge in |

medicine. I think most of this criticism is unjusti-
fied, particularly as it has come from members who
were appointed to the Select Committee but who
failed to give the Seléct Committee the benefit of
their wise judgment. The honourable senior mem-
ber for the City who spoke before me, if a review
of his speech were considered, one would not know
whether he is for or against this report of the Plan.
ning Committee, but that is the customary method
of his speeches. The honourabe member gave all
points of view and it is a mystery to know after he
sat what was his point of view. I ecanmot appreci-
ate that sort of eriticism. The honourable member
laboured to find criticism of the report of the Plan-
ping Committee and in order to do so he went all
around the clock. What did he find? Nothing. You
could see in his heart of hearts by reading his
speech where he said there is not much fault-finding,
that he found no fault with the report; but accord-
ing to his view he had to find fault. That was the
tenor of his speech. As I have said, the honourable
member made a eriticism of the area for the tuber-
culosis block which although I do not think his
criticism is entirely valid, yet I would not oppose it
if that is the view of the majority, but I would never
speak against it with the dogmatism which the hon-
ourable member submitted in regard to its being a
-Clanger to have that ward in the compound of the
Hospital. As T have said, we have had four mediecal
practitioners on the Hospital Plannine Commit-
tee one of whom was the Director of Medical Ser-
vices. T think we ean accept the recommendation of
these four medical men. If there were this great
danger existing I am quite satisfied that it would
not be put in this plan. T am sorry I cannot agree
with all the honourable senior member for St. Philip

said. As I have said, there is misconception of what

~

is a Health Centre and it ig the duty of the Govern-
ment to issue propaganda on what is a Health Centre..
I happened to be in a mnorthern parish spending.
a holiday recently and I have heard the approba
tion given in respect of the Speightstown Health
Centre. What I would . like tosee Mr. Deputy
Speaker is that this new Hospital be completed as-
soon as possible with whatever other recommendations
this House may accept. Before I sit down I would
just like to say that I think a tunnel or some over-
head approach should be constructed to link wup-
Enmore and Stockton with the General Hospital in
order that medical staff would not have to erosg the
street.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg to move that this.
House do now adjourn for three quarters of an hour.

Mr. Barrow seconded the motion.

The question was put and agreed to and Mr..
Deputy Speaker adjourned the House accordingly.

ON RESUMPTION

On re-assembling,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When the House
adjourned the honourable junior member for St.
John was addressing the House.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I shall
ccneluae my remarks by saying that certain hon-
ourabte members want to shelve this report, but L
think it is one that the Government can go to the:
country with if it is properiy presented to the
people. ,

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I must
apologise to the honourable junior member for St.
John for speaking after him because I have no idea
of replying on behalf of the Government as the hon-
ourable member was trying to do. As a matter of
fact, I know it is against established parliamentary
procedure that a floor member should reply on
behalf of the Government. However, I think the hon-
ourable member has done the Government’s case
more disservice than good service by the criticism he
made of the speeches of other honourable members.
In the first place, in order to clear the atmosphere, I
would like to state now that I am supporting the
resolution for the adoption of the Hospital Planning
Committee’s Report, but for reasons different from
those put forward by the honourable junior member
for St. John. I am supporting the resolution pri-
marily because of the fact that for a number of years
the longsuffering public of this Island has had to
put up with the most discreditable situation at the
General Hospital of having two and three persons
sleeping in one bed and very often other patients
sleeping on the floor. For a great number of years.
criticisms have been made in this House and outside
as to the inadequaecy of the accommodation at the
General Hospital and for that reason chiefly I am
inclined to support the proposals to make certain
extensions and alterations to the General Hospital at
the cost which has been set out in this report by the:
Planning Committee. However, I think it is only
fair that members of the »ublic should face realities
now and realise that these present arrangements with
which we are confronted today can only be looked
at as make-shift arrangements and at some time
within the mnext ten years the Government of this
Colony would inevitably have to make provision for
a new Hospital and T do not mean new in the sense
which the honourable junior member for St. John
used that word. These proposals are not for the
erection of a new Hospital ; they are just to alleviate
the hard-pressed situation which exists at the Gen-
eral Hospital.
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Mr. VAUGHAN:
tion, Mr. Deputy Speaker. I never in my speech
suggested that Government was building a new Hos-
pital. I spoke of the reconstruction of the General
Hospital. '

Mr. BARROW : 1 will counsel the honourable
junior member for St. John to read the report which
has taken place on this matter and he will find that
on three occasions he made mention of the erection of
a new hospital, I think it is a lapse on his part, |
do not think he wants to mislead members of the
public in thinking that they are getting a new
hospital on these make-shift arrangements. However,
Sir;, one hundred and thirty-four additional beds
are better than none at all and that is my attitude to
this report. I am sure that the members of the
Planning Committee who drafted this report were
limited in their recommendations owing to the fact
that the ‘'Government did not have the necessary
funds to spend on a new Hospital in view of itg other
commitments. The Committee was aware of the
fact that for sundry reasons, like the implementation
of a deep water harbour scheme and other such
commitments in the Five-Year-Plan, the construction

of a new hospital would be out of reach of this.

Government. We have had the example of the
almost prohibitive cost of building a new hospital at
San Fernando. The sooner we reconcile ourselves
with this faet, the better it will be for us, but I
think the honourable Minister of Social Services
would agree that what is really desirable in this
country is a completely new Hospital

Having cleared that atmosphere I will now
proceed to make one or two observations on the
resolution. In the first place, I do mnot like
the wording of the resolution which is beforc
the House. The report by the Seleet Committee ap-
pointed to report and consider the report of the
Hospital Planning Committee which was appointed
by His Excellency the Governor states that the
Committee held one meeting and made a motion
that after mature consideration the Committee beg
to recommend the adoption of the report of the Hos-
pital Planning Committee. The resolution which is
before the House is that this House place on record
its acceptance of the report of the Hospital Planning
Committee appointed by His Excellency the Gov-
ernor on 13th July 1953 and that the House pledges
itself to support the Government in the implement-
ation of the terms of the said report.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That
motion which is before the House.

Mr. BARROW: Hag there been another reso-
lution put forward? The resolution which I read
out is one which T have before me. I do know that
at some stage of the honourable introducer’s speech
he made some motion but it was very difficult to
hear what it was owing to the noises outside and
inside of this House.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That resolution
was Order No. 1 which has been postponed; we are
dealing with Order No 2 which is to move the eon-
sideration of the report of the Hospital Planning
Committee to which this House has appointed a
Select Committee which gave consideration to that
report and the motion which is before the House is
that the report of the Select Committee be adopted.

Mr. BARROW: I am in entire agreement with
the motion which Your Honour has just stated. T
did not know that that was the motion which was
before the House. 1 could never accept the resolu-
tion which T read out and which seems to be the
original intention of the Government. Since the
Select Committee’s report is the motion which is

is not the

I rise on a point of correc-

before this House I will pass on to the actual report
by the Planning Committee. The first thing whicn
strikes me about that report is that at some future
time we are going to have to make votes in order
to implement the subject matter of the report. That
is inevitable as soon as we approve of this report.
Government must come to this House from time to
time for money to carry out the extensions as are
recommended in that report because there was no
specific appropriation to be spent on the General Hos-
pital.  In like manner, there was an HEstimate
for $1,067,000 in the Five-Year Plan to be spent
on medical services, but there was no specific appro-
priation as honourable members know to come
out of Available Funds or the General Revenue
balance to be spent on the General Hospital. 1
understand that this plan for the extension of the
Hospital is expected to be financed largely from the
$1,000,000 which stands to our credit from: C.D. & W.
Government hopes that its application for the loan
to be used for such a purpose would be approved
by C. D. & W. If we get the amoungt it would be a
substantial contribution towards the cost of the ex-
tensions and improvements; as & matter of fact, the
amount would almost entirely provide for what is
to be done providing there is no unexpected rise in
the price of labour. Though I do not wish to em-
barrass the Government, T would like to draw to its
aitention that sometime ago — I believe it was in
1942 Sir Rupert Brierecliffe turned down a plan
similar to the one we have before us because it was
his considered opinion that no useful purpose would
be served by hotch-spotch arrangement of extending
the existing facilities of the General Hospital on
the existing site. I hope, realising the urgeney of
cur present situation that C. D. & W. will recon-
sider that decision in the light of recent develop-
ments and 1 take it that the Government has already
had some undertaking that its application would be
favourably considered. T was a bit worried over the
finances to carry out these new extensions but if
what we have been told comes true, T think it
would be the best money that C. D. & W. would
spend in the Tsland of Barbados and it would be a.
living monument to the organisation if it is dis-
banded, or demobilised or immobilised.

The other tribute which I think is deserving
should be given to the administrative officer of the
CGovernment who was able to persuade the Govern-
ment that it- could use the land which it bad at
Stockton and which he states is not beyond the
bounds of engineering ingenuity to erect the sub-
stantial building which has ‘been mentioned would
be erected thereon. I always viewed with a eertain
amount of seepticism the statement made by members
of the Government that there was lack of proper
foundations at Stockton or at the General Hospital.
I always viewed that statement sceptically because in
this Island of Barbados we do mnot have the engin-
eering problems which are attendant in construction
work as in colonies like British Guiana and other
rlaces which are more mountainous or more swampy.
T ,will almost go as far as to say that you can con-
struct some kind of building over the Constitution
Swamp if you so desire. It is only a question of
kaving the imagination and the technical experience
which T am sorry to say have been lacking in most
of the departments of Government where we most
need them. Tt is mot because we were not paying
proper salaries; I think we were paying salaries
which should have commanded and brought forth
such experience and imagination. 1 think the gen-
eral feeling in the islang is that fortunately for the
Government, now that it is embarking on the Five-
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Year Plan it has the technical officers who are not
bogged down to the traditional methods of construc-
tion and who have a certain amount of imagination
and, techniecal skill at their disposal.

There is one point which puzzles me in this de-
bate. We had been informed by the honourable
junior member for St. Thomas, who was the then
mover of a Resolution in this House, that the Enmore
site was desired for the immediate allocation of fifty
beds to extend the General Hospital. As far as I can
remember, the total figure, both for the purchase
of the site and for the rearrangement and purchase
of beds, was something in the vicinity of £25,000. If
we are going to get 134 heds — let ug call it 150 —
under this new arrangement, which is also a hoteh-
spoteh arrangement, for £250,000; if we view that
£25,000 as opposed to this £250,000 which we are
contemplating to spend on this extension to give us
150 beds more, by a simple arithmetical ealculation,
1 cannot see the magnificent scheme this is as has
been said by the honourable junior member for St.
John. I am not for one moment saying that Govern-
ment would be able to build a new hospital of 134
beds for approximately this cost, but to go as far
as to completely shut your eyes to the difference there
is between a new hospital and this hotch-spoteh ar-
rangement and say this is a wonderful scheme and
that we will not have to loock any further is not
the best thing for us in the running of the affairs
of this country. We will have to face the inevit-
ability of getting a new hospital. The argument by
the honourable junior member for St. John remind-
ed me of the box-ear arrangement in France with the ,
eight horses and forty men, The Imperial General !
whose task it was to transport troops and equipment ‘
thought it was the best method of transporting men
from one place on the map to another place by put- |
ting them in box-cars drawn by eight horses. The |

- present scheme which we are contemplating 1is )
a box-car arrangement; it can accommodate eight
Lorses and forty men but it does not mean in
this streamlined age that we should want to trans-
port humanity in box-cars. It does not mean that
this arrangement for an additional 134 beds at the
General Hospital is the ““by all’’ and ‘‘in all’’ so far
as the Hospital is concerned. As long as we realise
that we are making the best of a bad job and that we
are spending $1,000,000 to alleviate the dreadful con-
ditions which exist at the General Hospital and that
this is only a comprehensive stop-gap measure, then
I do not think that we will be misguided in our de-
liberation.

As regard to the actual recommendations I do not
want to deal with them in detail but there are one or
two omissions which I want to draw to the attention
of the Government. I have already unofficially drawn
them to the attention of the honourable Minister of
Social Services. First of all, if this Government is
gring to be committed to any expense as a result of
the recommendations of the Planning Committee of
the Hospital, T think all these commitments should

: be studied in their true light. "When Government
finishes the construction of the Nurses Home and
Mechanical Laundry over at Stockton it would mean
that two main blocks will be across River Road. It
is obvious that there is going to be a considerable
volume of traffic passing and repassing across River
Road in both directions from the General Hospital.

I feel that the Government should have embod.
ied in these proposals a plan for placing a tunnel
in River Road with suitable arrangements for
the movement of trolleys from one side to
the other so that there could not be any
interference with the normal traffic whieh goes
along Collymore Rock and River Road. I pre-

- bed.

sume that they will use a sub-way tunne} and there-
fore I feel that every commitment which will arise
out of these extensions in this Plan should have been
embodied in the Report itself. If the Government
did not contemplate eithér the use of a ‘‘fly over’’
or underground tunnel, it is time that they consider
the mafter carefully; they cannot have nurses going
from one part to the other with all the traffic taking
place on the highway. I do not know that a tunnel
from “Enmore” to “Stockton” is necessary, but if
the services became so interlocked, that would prob-
ably be a better solution to the problem, ’

With regard to the question of the T.B. Ward,
I would certainly approve of any plan which pro-
poses a different site for tuberculosis cases from that
which has been proposed, and in some suitable loeal-
ity away from a built-up area. There again, we
will have to face this expenditure at some time. The
incidence of T.B. is on the increase and it is obvi-
cus from the experience of our sister colonies, that
the Government will have to undertake the erection
of a separate Sanitorium at some future date. There
again, we should not disapprove of the proposals
which are before us to-day, but I hope that the
Government will not regard this Report as any fin-
ality in this matter, because if they went pack to
the medical men and other experts on.the Commit.
tee, these experts would tell the Government thati
they were limited in their recominendations by the
financial commitments of the Government and that
a new hospital is an absolute necessity at some future
time. I hope that the incidence of sickness and dis-
ease does not go on so rapidly that by the time the
Government get to the end of the construction work
they will find that the accommodation is still inade-
quate; I also hope that they will not come back
to us with this matter at any time within the next
five years except in a case of extreme necessity, be-
cause it would be a question of monstrous ineptituds
cn the part of the Committee which has sent ug this
Report today.

I hope that the Government will implement these
proposals as soon as possible so that they will not
find that the cost of implementing them has risen
out of all proportion to what it is now, as in the
case of the Deep Water Harbour, and they will
have to come back to the House for a considerable
sum of money in excess of what they anticipate
to-day. A little done at the right time is better than
a lot done at another time. You will be seandalized
to see people lying on the floor of the Hospital
and two lying in one bed in a Hospital in a civilised
community. There is a standing joke that at the
Hospital you cannot go to the bathroom because when
you return somebody will have moved up into your
I did not believe that until I saw it myself:
no member of the medical staff has ever contested
the truth of that allegation. I believe that the matter
which is before us is a salutary ome having for its
object the amelioration of the suffering condition of
ithe people of this country.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I am not a doctor trained in
hospital administration; I am just an ordinary
!ayman, but I shall endeavour at least to apply a
little logic in adding my small contribution to this
rather important matter. It is now almost common
knowledge that the (teneral Hospital has reached a
rather precarious position, as the honourable genior
member for St. George has said. It is common know-
ledge that two people are occupying one bed and
terhaps somebody would say that the same thing
applies in the United Kingdom. ~

The Resolution is couched in rather unusual
phraseology. It says: ‘‘Resolved that this House’’
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 will say again!
that that Resolution is not before the House. 'I'hat |
Resolution iy Order No. 1 on the Order Paper and
that Order has been postponed.

Mr. WILLIAMS: 1 beg to apologize; I have
now been reliably informed of this matter.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member has been reliably informed of it ever since.

Mr. WILLIAMS: 1 again beg to apologize for
my lapse. The Report of the Select Committee is
couched in rather unusual phraseology and I see that )
the members of the Committee did not find it neces-
sary to meet more than once. 1 think it is true to
say that the Report of the Hospital Planning
Committee is, in a way, a good one although
it has always been my contention that the sooner we
face the possibility of getting a new Hospital, the
better it will be for us. I think that this piecemeal
approach to the matter can only take us on 4 decade
more but we will have to face the possibility of
making provision for another 500 beds and the esti-
mated cost will be something over $6 million. You
can just envisage what we will have to face.

I do not think that this Report is intended to
ke a Report for all time; it is just a phase of devel-
opment and if the Government would view it in
that way, it would be a very good thing for them.
Paragraph 3 of the Report states this:

‘““We are of the-opinion that the needs of the
Island for some considerable time will be adequately
served by the availability to the General Publie of
600 Beds in a General Hospital provided that some
essential development of selected Almshouses into
Cottage Hospitals takes place. We recommend that
this development of the Almshouses be given urgent
consideration and that the accommodation for.the
isolation of Tuberculosis in Almshouses be retained.”

‘When the “Maude” Bill was being considered, I
heard it stated that the Almshouses should be turned
into Cottage Hospitals; so that some pronouncement
has been made as to that matter.

As to the question of making provision for
Tuberculosis cases, Sub-paragraph (ii) of paragraph
4 of the Report states:

““Good accommodation for the treatment of 50
in-patients suffering from Tuberculosis, in a separate
block adjacent to all essential services.’’

It strikes me that that consideration is based on
the fact that it may be possible in the development
of Cottage Hospitals to get through with that Isolation
Ward within the framework of the General Hospital.

Among the commitments will be an Out-Patients’
. Department: I would like to point out that there is
no consistent reasoning where the Out-Patients’ De-
partment is concerned. You should decide there and
then what should be the unit to accommodate Out-
Patients and give them the ideal service that it will
be necessary to give. If you look at Sub-paragraph
(v) (d) of Paragraph 5 of the Report, you will see
that it states this: ‘

‘“The evacuation of the Offices and present Chil-
dren’s Wards from the Upper Floor of the Adminis-
tration Block, making available added room for the
treatment of Out-Patients and space for a Nurses’
Sitting Room, a Board Room and Common Room for
Medical Staft.”’ ’

Sub-paragraph (ix) says:

““The removal of the Nursing Service
Administrative Offices from their present site near
the Main Gate, and the use of that site as additional
accommodation for the treatment of Out-Patients.’’

If you turn to page 4 of the Report you will see
that paragraph 15 says this:

“For future development of the Hospital, out-
side the scope of the Five Year Plan, we recommend :—

(i) The rechabilitation or erection of an Out-
Patient Department and Dispensary along
the Bay Street frontage . ... "’

It seems to me that the whole attitude towards
the Out-Patients’ Department is confused because
there are three statements as to the manner in which
that Department will be dealt with.

‘What is most confusing about the whole picture
of the Hospital is that sometime in September, 1953,
when the Government was purchasing ‘‘Enmore’’,
we were told that the Government did not consider
developing the Hospital on its present site. Appar-
ently, at that time, the Government had been given
wrong advice, because it was the opinion of the House
that the Hospital should be developed on its presemt
site whereas the administrative block for ancillary
services should be developed outside. As late as Sep-
tember last year the Government was still under a
haze of opinion as to what conclusions they should
arrive at as regards developing the Hospital block.
I am glad to see, judging from the tenor of the
Plan which has been given us, that the general devel-
opment will be done on the site of the old, Hospital,
and the site at ‘‘Enmore’” will be used for ancillary
buildings. As regards the purchase of ‘‘Enmore’”’,
judging from the tenor of the honourable introducer’s
speech, that property was never bought with any
realisation at all that it would be turned into Nurses’
Quarters: the whole tenor of the introducer’s speech
in respect of this Report was that ‘‘Enmore’’ was
bought on the advice of Mr. Woodhouse, and the
whole attitude of the House was that they were
thinking in terms of extending the Hospital there.
That only shows the muddled thinking which has
been taking place and I do not blame the Government
because it was a question of the advice which had
been given. .

With the purchase of ‘‘Enmore’’ the Govern-
ment seemed to have it at the back of their mind that
they would develop the Hospital at ‘‘Enmore’’, but
now they are developing the Hospital on its present
site. I will ask: what is going to happen with the
remaining 414 acres of land?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the honour:
able junior member for St. Thomas said what would
be done with this land.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I am trying to find out whether
it will take 4% acres of land to ereet a block of
flats. There is only one strong objection which 1
have in this respect. 1 would like the Reporter to
get what I am saying correctly because if I happen
to vote against this matter I would not like the publie
to get the wrong impression where my reasons are
concerned. I am giving my wholehearted support to
this Report; I regard it as only a phase which will
probably carry us up to the next 10 or 15 years, but
I do not agree that we should put a Tuberculosis
Ward within the framework of the Hospital. As
carly as May 26, 1953 an Address which I introduc-
ed was passed in this House in respect of the erec-
tion of a T.B. Sanitorium and I refer honourable
members to that Address which reads as follows :—

The House of Assembly
To
His Ezxcellency The Governor

The House of Assembly respectfully wishes to
inform Your Excellency of its desire to commemorate
the Coronation of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
by the erection of a T.B. Sanitorium or some proper
place other than the Barbados General Hospital for
immediate isolation and treatment.

The House of Assembly tberefore requests Your
Excellency to take the necessary steps to implement
this Address.
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In view of that Address, in view of the opinion
which I held then and which I still hold now and in
view of the fact that I have taken the trouble to write
to authorities in England in connection with the
matter and knowing what the honourable senior
member for the City has so carefully pointed out, 1
cannot vote for the Committee’s Report as it stands.
I am in favour of the Report, but I am objecting
strongly to having a Tuberculosis Ward placed with-
in the framework of the General Hospital. To have
an Isolation ‘Ward within the compound of the Hos-
pital is not the best thing, to my way of thmklng,
having regard to the psycholowl(,al effect on the mind
of the people who are suffering from tuberculosis. 1
happen to know a young man who attended schgol
with me and there were occasions when I saw his
reaction when I was taking a drink with him. I am
really coneerned about the existing state of affairs:
it is not poss1ble for us to build a new Hospital right
now and it is not practicable for us to bmuild a new
T.B. Sanitorium right now. When I introduced my
Address I was informed that the erection of a T.B.
Sanitorium would cost quite a lot of momey. As I
specifically said, I did not want to see an Isolation
Ward placed within the compound of the Hospital
and today, with more information on the matter, I
have stated my objections to that eourse belng
adopted ; otherwise, the Report has my blessing. 1
advise the Minister of Social Services that he should
keep in his mind the problems which arise in respect of
the Hospital from day to day and I sincerely hope
that the money Resolution relative to this Report will
be brought, down to the House as soon as possible. ]

be;r to second the amendment of the honourable senior

momber for the City.

Mr. GODDARD: Quite a lot has been said as
to the various aspects of this Report. Honourable
members have praised this Report for its presentation
and the comprehensive manner in which it has been
written ; it is seldom that we are honoured with such
a detailed Report setting out clearly what has to be
done and the cost of the proposals in detail. For that,
we thank the members of the Committee and we
hope that this Report will be an example to other
Committees who are reporting to this House to try
and do likewise. When we have a Report like this,
it lightens the work of the introducer and again I
thank the members of the Committee for this
Report.

The big question before the House is that of the
proposed establishment of a T.B. Ward in the pre-
cincts of the General Hospital. We, in Barbados, and
the people of the West Indies have come to regard
the disease of tuberculosis with fear; I have heard
medical authorities say that they would rather come
into contact with cases of leprosy than with cases of
tuberculosis because the disease of tuberculosis is
very contagious. The public at large knows that,
and I know that if this T.B. Ward is established
within the compound of the Hospital, the Admin-
istration will have headaches galore. At St. Michael’s
Infirmary I think that there are 43 cases of tuberculo-
sis in residence and any member of the Board of
Guardians will tell you the difficulties with which
the Administration is confronted. It is difficult to
find Nursing Staff’ and in fhese new proposals whereby
there will be one general kitchen and there will be a
modern steam laundry, what provision will be mad-
for washing the clothing of patients who are suffering
from tuberculosis, for the feeding of those patients
and for the nursing generally? [ predict that the
same problems which exist today at the St. Michael’s
Infirmary in that vrespect will econfront the
Administration.

Liast year, which was Coronation Year, the Ves-

e

try of every parish was asked its opinion as to the
celebrations for the Coronation and 1 think that
without any exception they suggested that the erec-
tion in that year of a Sanitorium for the accommoda-
tion of T.B. cases would be a most comimendable
monument to the coronation of Her Majesty the
Queen. Addresses have been passed in this House
asking for the establishment of such a Sanitorium
and now we are talking about setting up a T.B.
Sanitorium right in the middle of the compound of
the Hospital! I feel, and 1 think the gemeral publie
feel, that something better than that could be done.
Mention has been made of the development
of some Almshouses into Cottage Hospitals. I
agree with that, but I would like to have a little
more details as to this matter and perhaps the
honourable Minister for Social Services will say
what it is proposed to do with these Cottage Hos-
pitals. It has been -felt that if two Hospitals were
built, one to the North and the other to the South,
they would take care of convalescent cases and
would relieve considerably the congestion at the
General Hospital. I know that there are cases
which occupy beds at the Hospital for over 12
months; these cases had to remain at the hospital
because there was no where to send them and they
prevented other people from getting beds.
‘Whether these Cottage Hospitals will be so equip-
ped as to take care of these convalescent cases, I
do not know. The honourable Minister will be able
to enlighten us as to this matter. »
One honourable member mentioned the ques-

« tion as to the arrangements which would be made

for the accommodation of visitors to the Hospital.
Some of us had been hoping that the space which is
now a “window” in Bay Street would be prepared
for the accommodation of visitors; if there is any-
thing better than that we would be glad to hear
about it, but some provision should be made for the
aceommodation of visitors to the Hospital.

We are now embarking upon a comprehensive
plan for the improvement of the Hospital and I
suggest that some local person be sent to England
to be attached to some big hospital and be trained
in hospital administration. There is medical su-
perintendence but there is also the question of
other superintendence: You have a Secretary-
Manager there—a young man—and I submit that
if somebody is given a course in England in order
to take charge of the administration of the Hos-
pital, that would produce a lot of good. .

There is the question of the provision of a
new laundry at the Hogspital; there will be one
large kitchen to cater to the nurses and patients .
and, surely, those are things about which we would
like to hear; there is a dietician who could be
sent abroad. Included in this scheme should be
the necessity for the running of a modern Hospital.
I again thank the members of this Committee for
this full Report and I do hope that when other
Committees are being appointed, some members of
this House will be included among them so as to
dssist in presenting the Reports to the House. Mem-
bers of both Parties in this House should be includ-
ed on these Committees; members of the Opposition
should not be excluded.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: There is really
very little for me to answer, but there are one or
two points to which T want to reply. I will an-
swer the last speaker first on the question of plac-
ing the T.B. Ward in the compound of the Hos-
pital; he made the point that there is provision
made in the compound of the St. Michael’s Infirm-
ary for tuberculosis cases (Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY :
Not for treatment) for the isolation of these cases,
but they are there anyhow. I helped in the
administration there for three years and I did not
have any problem. The honourable member ask-
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ed: what will happen with the dishes and the
clothing from the T.B. Ward if that Ward is
placed within the compound of the Hospital? Well,
the same thing will happen if the T.B. Ward were
to be placed elsewhere: the dishes and the cloth-
ing will be washed separately. 1 want to tell hon-
-ourable members that tuberculosis in Barbados will
be tackled in a different manner from hitherto;
we have to get our B.C.G. Campaign going. One
of the conditions of the World Health Organisa-
tion as regards the B.C.G. Campaign is that we
have to provide accommodation for the treatment
of these cases, and when we can tell them that
we have provided this accommodation, then we
will have this Campaign going. When we have
this campaign going we will not want all this space;
when the Local Government Bill and the Publie
Health Bill have been passed, certain Almshouses
will be kept as Cottage Hospitals so as to relieve
the pressure on the General Hospital and certain
other Almshouses will be retained as Infirmaries.
The T.B. Wards at the Almshouses will not only
be used for the isolation but also for the treatment
of cases; all that awaits the passage of the Local
Government Bill.

With the accommodation at the St. Michael’s
Infirmary for T.B. cases and the accommodation

at the General Hospital plus the new attack against |

T.B., we feel sure that the accommodation envis-
aged will be quite adequate. I will promise hon-
ourable members that I will try to review the
provision made in respect of tuberculosis; we have
to keep in mind that it costs money to build a

T.B. Hospital and we have to place this Ward at :
X-ray |

the General Hospital where there is the
Department. If we build a T.B. Sanitorium we
will have to get separate equipment for dealing
with these cases. I know that there is a sentiment
against the accommodation of T.B. patients in the
compound of the Hospital, but I think the com-
munity ought to aceept the assurance of the Direc-
tor of Medical Services (Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY :
Who?) who is a qualified man holding a degree
the Superintendent of the General Hospital, Hon.
Dr. Cato and myself in this matter. I want hon-
ourable members to bear in mind the cost of
building a T.B. Sanitorium, plus the provision of
equipment plus administration.

I am sorry that the honourable senior member
for St. Philip is not here; I will not say any-
thing more than make this statement. A few weeks
ago, when the Estimates were being considered,
the honourable member stated that a few weeks
before then a woman died in childbed at the Gen-
eral Hospital;, when the nurse called for the
doctor, the woman had died. My Ministry asked
the honourable member to give us the facts and
we have not had them yet. 1 will not say anvthing
more than that now. T will tell this House that
if any honourable member is prepared to give the
facts I am prepared to investigate the matter. It
is of no use making complaints unless you ean give
the faects.

In reply to the honourable senior member for
the City who also criticised the proposal to place
the T.B. Ward in the compound of the General
Hospital, T will explain that the whole point about
tuberculosis is the spitting. In well-known hos-
pitals patients are told to control their spitting and
if you can control the spitting you will go a long
way towards controlling the incidence of tubercu-
losis.

A few honourable members made a point
about the accommodation of visitors at the Hos-

ital; that point was raised by the Select Com-
mittee. A lot was made about the Select Commit-
tee using the words “after mature consideration”

in their Report and it was suggested that there could
not be mature consideration given at one meeting. I
should like to say that the Report of the Hospital
Planning Committee was in the hands of honour-
able members long before the Select Committee was
summoned for the meeting ang if they studied the
Report they would have had their minds made up as
to what they wanted. We had the Architect pres-
cnt and he answered all the criticisms and especially
the question of providing accommodation for visitors;
he pointed out on the Plan where accommodation
would be provided for visitors. It is unfortunate
that that matter was not incorporated in the Report.

The honourable junior member for Christ
Church and the honourable senior member for the
City spoke about the question of administration,
but the Government has already considered that
matter; so that those honourable members are quite
late. As regards the question of the Mortuary,
honourable members are also late; provision will
be made for the removal of the Mortuary when the
change is taking place.

One or two honourable members have already
argued about “Enmore” being used for a Health
Centre when it was bought with the idea of extend-
ing the Hospital, but with the information before
the Government, any reasonable person will see
that “Enmore” should be used for a Health Centre.
For the benefit of honourable members who think
that a Health Centre is a place for handling cas-
ualties, I will say that the position is quite different
from that; a Health Centre makes provision for
preventive treatment whereas a Hospital makes
provision for curative treatment. I hope honour-
able members will not get mixed in this matter;
it is a matural affinity to have a Health Centre and
a Hospital in close proximity.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: A motion has
been made that the Report of the Select Commit.
tee be adopted. An amendment has been moved
that there be added thereto, the following words:
“Subject to arrangements being made for the pro-
vision of T.B. patients outside the present General
Hospital compound.’”” I will therefore put the
amendment first. The question is that the words
proposed to be added stand part of the motion,
Honourable members in favour of that will please
say “Aye”, those against will please say “No”. I
think the “Noes” have it.

A division was taken as follows:—

Ayes: Messrs. Barrow, WILLIAMS, VAUGHAN,
E. D. MorrLEY and GoODDARD—D.

Noes: Mr. Smrra, Hon, G. H. Apams, Hon.
Dr. H. G, ComMmins, Hon, M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E.
Tarama, Hon. R. G. Mapp, Messrs. Houper, Bryan,
MiLLer, F'. L. WaLcorT, BRANCKER and AvipeEr—12.

The question that the Report of the Select Com-
mittee be adopted was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

ORDERS POSTPONED

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Députy Speaker,—
What is the position as regards Order No. 1?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: T think that that
Order should be withdrawn om the fixing of the
Order Paper.

Mr. BARROW: T beg to move that the pre-
vious question be not now put.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is the next
Order the honourable member is taking?

Mr. BARROW: The Government does mnot
seem to know what is to be dome with Order No. 1
which is a Resolution relating to the Report of the
Hospital Planning Committee and I have made the
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motion that the previous question be not now put.
Let them read Rule 79: I am trying to relieve the
Government out of an embarrassing position, that
is all. If they do not now the Rules of debate I
am very sorry for them.

Hon., Dr. CUMMINS: I have been granted
leave to postpone the consideration of that Order.
and 1 am asking leave to proceed with Order No. 4
as the next Order of the Day.

Mr. F. L, WALCOTT: The honourable mem-
ber was not sure about the position he should adopt
as regards Order No, 1 or Order No. 2 and he said
that he would prefer to deal with Order No. 2 and
then come back to Order No. 1. The honourable
member did not have any intention of postponing
tie consideration of Order No. 1; he wanted to dis-
euss Order No. 2 so that when an expression of
opinion was made on the Report he could revert to
the Resolution in that connection. If the honourable
member bhas no intention of discussing the Resolu-
tion, that is saying that he is withdrawing it.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member can accept my assurance that—

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The honourable Min-
ister asked leave to postpone the consideration of
Order No. 1 and that was granted; the honourable
member enquired whether the Resolution or the Re-
port should be dealt with first and he decided to
deal with the Report first. The Resolution is here
and if the honourable member is saying that he will
withdraw it, that is another matter.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: T think the honour-
able member has shown his intention to withdraw the
Order.

Mr. BARROW: I understood the honourable
member to say that he had postponed the Resolution:
if you postpone a Resolution it remains on the Order
Paper. 1 was trying to help the honourable member
by moving that the previous question be not now
put,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member intends to withdraw the Order on the fixing
cf the Order Paper.

Mr. BARROW : It is a matter of supreme in-
difference to me; the Rules of debate are very flex-
ible in this Chamber.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: They are being
adhered to very strietly. An Order which has been
postponed with the leave of the House does not
lose its position on the Order Paper. The honourable
junior member for St. Thomas is asking leave to
take Order No. 4 as the next Order of the Day.

_ Mr. ALLDER: I object. As a member of the

Select Committee which counsidered this question of
Fire Protection for the City of Bridgetown, I am
willing to compromise with the Government; but
we are certainly not in a mood to handle the Select
Committee’s Report in connection with this matter
now. I appeal to the honourable member to deal with
another item instead.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: 1 agree with the hon-
ourable senior member for St. John because Order
No. 4 deals with a véry controversial matter; the
honourable Lieader of the House knows that because
different views were expressed on this matter. T
should like to say that any ecriticism which we offer
is not merely for the sake of opposition but in order to
render help if we can. Is this the hour at which
‘we should deal with such a controversial matter?
We have a lot of suggestions to make in respect of
this matter and I suggest that we deal with it at an
earlier hour so that we can deal with it properly
and not rush through with it.

Mr. BARROW : The position is that I am a
member of the Select Committee but there are other
members of the Committee who are not present now
and there is a considerable amount of money in-
volved in this matter—something in the vicinity of
£3,000. My information is that the most unanimous
recommendations of the Select Committee are going
to be ignored by the members of the Government. If
that is the case, if the advice of an administrative
Officer who has left the colony is going to be accepted
to the dereliction of our own recommendations, then
this is far too eontroversial a matter to be debated
at this time of the night.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: This is a question of
using eommonsense and reason. This Select Com-
mittee has reported and if the honourable Leader
of the House was forced to submit a Minority
Report, he ought to know that the issue is one which
will involve some argument. I will agree with the
Minority Report, but you cannot get in your head that
you want to do something and nobody should be
against you; if this matter is not discussed tonight it
does not mean: that it cannot be dealt with next week
Some honourable members seem to think that if you
cannot discuss a matter on a particular Tuesday the
whole world will be .at an end. We have a Minority
Report in respect of this matter and it is therefore a
matter which should be easily postponed.

The question that leave be granted the honour-
able member to proceed with Order No. 4 as the
next Order of the Day was put and resolved in the
negative, a division being taken as follows:—

Ayes: Mr. Svrra, Hon. G. H. Apams, Hon.

i Dr. H. G. Cummins, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E.

Tanma, Hon. R. G. Mapp, Messrs HoupeEr and Bryax
—8.

Noes: Messrs. Barrow, MiLLer, WILLIAMS,
F. L. Wancorr, BRANCKER, ALLDER, CRAWFORD,
E. D. MortLey and Gopparp—39.

LEAVE TO MAKE A PERSONA
EXPLANATION :

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, —
May I be permitted to make a personal explana-
tion relative to a statement which was made in the
House not long ago? I understand that a short while
ago the honourable Minister of Social Services said
that he had written me a letter in connection with
a statement which I made in this House during the
consideration of the Estimates about the failure of
a doctor, who was on duty at the General Hospital,
to attend to a patient when he was called by a
nurse, and that I had refused to co-operate by an-
swering the letter.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member did not say that you refused to co-operate;
he said that you refused to reply to the letter.

Mr. CRAWFORD : Itismerely five days ago that
I got a letter from the honourable member’s Minis-
try asking for information with reference to the
matter. It took them two months to send mé that
letter; as I said, I got it just five days ago and I
have not had the time to attend to the matter yet.
I have other duties to which to pay attention other
than political duties.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg
to move that this House do now adjourn until thie
day week, at 3 o’clock p.m. :

Mr. ALLDER: T beg to second that.

The question that this House do now adjourn
until this day week at 3 o’clock in the afternoon
was put and resolved in the negative, the House
dividing as follows:—
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Ayes: Mr. Barrow, Mr. Wmirams, Mr.
BraNckEr, Mr. Auuber, Mr. E. D. Morriey, Mr.
CrRAWFORD, and Mr. GoODDARD—T.

Noes: Mr. SmitH, Hon. G. H. Apams, Hon. Dr.
Cuommins, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E. Tarma, Hon.
R. G. Maprp, Mr. HowpEr, Mr. BrRyAN, Mr, MILLER,
and Mr. F. L. WaLcorr.—10.

LEAVE TO TAKE ORDER NO. 3

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I
am asking leave to take Order No. 3 as the next
Order of the Day.

There being no objection, leave was granted
the honourable member,

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of
the day stands in the name of the honourable Min-
ister of Social Services: To move the House into
Committee of Supply to consider the grant of sums
of money for the service of the colony.

On motion of Hon. Dr. CumMmMiNs, seconded by
Hon. M. E. Cox, Mr. DEpury SPrARER left the Chair
and the House went into Committee of Supply, Mr.
SmitH being in the Chair.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: This resolution for the
sym of $2,267 is to authorise the supplementary
Hstimates, 1954-55, No. 1. As honourable members
can see, the expenditure is to make provision for
three new items, one under Head VI—Customs, Duty ;
Ez-gratie gratuity refund of Customs Duty; one
under Head XXVI—Pensions, Ex-gratia gratuity to
Charles Batson, an employee of the Department of
Highways and Transport, in respect of his seven
years’ service in that Department; and one under
Head XXX—Income Tax and Death Duties, Re-
fund of Income Tax to Mme. Quachee, Under Head
XXXTI—Highways and Transport, Item 67, Plant,
tools, spares and equipment, the sum of $1,400 which
is requested, ig the unexpended balance of a sum
which was provided in the 1953-54 Estimates for
repairing and reconditioning the D. ¢ Caterpillar
Tractor of the Department of Highways and Trans-
port. The repairs were not completed to that tractor
before the end of the last financial year and the
money is needed to complete the repairs. I do not
think honourable members would need any more
explanation as the notes to the items are quite full
<f detail. I beg to move that this resolution do now
pass.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second thai.

Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Chairman, in respect to the
Ex-gratia gratuity to be given to Mr. Charles Batson
for his seven years’ service in the Department of
Highways and Transport, it has been stated that
this employee elected to remain under the provisions
of the Pensions Act, 1925-2, but owing to ill health
he was compelled to retire before he had completed
ten years’ service. He was therefore not eligible for
the grant of a gratuity under the Pensions Aect,
1925. If he had elected to come under the provis-
ions of the Pensions Act, 1947-20, he would have
been eligible for a gratulty amountlng to $269.35 in

respect of his five years’ service up to 27th July, 1951,

when he attained the age of 60 years. On that score,
Government has sent down this vote of $270. What
T want to say is that there is a long list of other
cases similar to that of Mr. Batson and I would
like to know if they will get the same aid if thew
cases are sent to Government.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Where there are in-
stances of two cases on all fours, how can you do
something for ome and not for the other? I have
already sald so in.this House. If another -case

similar to that of Mr. Charles Batson come before the
the Government, certainly the person would be
treated in similar cirumstances, Mr, Batson, himself, is
not the first person who was treated in this man-
ner. He follows a precedent and if another person
comeg along like Mr. Batson, that person will get the
same treatment,

The question that the resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division. )

On motion of Hon. G. H. Apawms, seconded by
Hon. Dr. CumMmins, Mr. Chairman reported the pass-
ing of the resolution in Committee.

" Mr. DepuTYy SPEAKER resumed the Chair and
reported accordingly.

On separate motions of Hon. G. H. Apams, secr
onded by Hon. Dr. CuMMiNg in each case, the reso-
lution was read a first and second time and agreed
to.

LEAVE TO TAKE ORDER NO. 7

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I
am asking leave to take Order No. 7 as the nexb
order of the day.

There being no objection, leave was granted the

honourable member,
" Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next order of
the day stands in the nmame of the honourable Min.
ister of Agriculture: Second reading of a Bill to
authorise the Trusteeg of the Will of the late Henry
Ulick, Earl of Harewood, to sell and convey certain
parcels of land (parts of the Belle Plantation) to the
Executive Committee of this Island.

Hon. C. E, TALMA: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—

" Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do mnot think
this Bill can be proceeded with tonight owing to
the fact that no petition has been presented to this
House.

Hon. C. BE. TALMA: The petition is here.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It will have to
be given motice of in the regular manner.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I
am asking for leave to present it.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Unless it is ab-
solutely necessary to proceed with this Bill tonight,
will the honourable Minister give me the oppor-
tunity to discuss it with Mr. Speaker?

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS I will not worry to pro-
ceed with it. .

BILL TO AUTHORISE GRATUITY AND
PENSION TO AUBREY CARRINGTON

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I am asking leave to
take Order No. 11 as the next order of the day.

There being no objectiom, leave was granted
the honourable member,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next. Order
of the Day stands in the mame of the honourable
Premier: Second reading of a Bill to authorise the
payment of a gratuity and pension to Aubrey
Carrington. '

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
as honourable members will see from the Objects
and Reasons of thig Bill, from August 1935 to March
1946. Mr. Aubrey Carrington was employed as a gar-
dener on a part-time basis by. three authorities—
namely. The Central Road Board (a semi-Government
the Trustees of the Public Library. I think mosf
honourable members will remember this short old
gentleman by seeing him attending to the Public
Library gardens, but in truth and faet, he was really
employed by three different masters; and it is a
fact, that although he wag employed by three differ-
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ent masters, he was always employed by the Govern- ‘
ment because he was paid in each case out of Gov-

ernment funds, therefore, it is comnsidered that he
should rank as a Government servant.

As I have said, the Objects and Reasons set out ;
very clearly the purpose of the Bill. Paragraph 2
states :—

As soon as it was discovered that Mr. Carring-
ton’s services did not count for pension, it was
arranged for him to be placed on the Unestablished
Staff of the Public Works Department with effect
from the 1st of April, 1946. He retired on the
8th May, 1953, on attaining the age of 65 years but,
as he had not completed ten years pensionable ser-
vice, he was awarded a gratuity of $408.57 caleu-
ated in accordance with the provision of the Pen-
sions Act, 1947-20, that is in respect of serviece from
April 1946 to 8th May, 1948, the date on which
he attained the age of 60 years, with service be-
tween 1935 and 1946 counting as to one-half for pen-
sion purposes.

In view of the fact, however, that Mr. Carring-
ton worked solely for the Government and performed
a full day’s work during the period 1935 to 1946, it
is considered equitable that his period from 1935
to 1946 with the Central Road Board, the Publie
‘Works Department and the Public Library amd
his service with the Public Works Department from
April, 1946 to the date of his retirement on 8th
May, 1953, should count for persion as would have
been the case had the provisions of the Pensions
Act, 1925, been applicable. Reduced pension and
gratuity -caleulated on this basis would amount to |
$117.06 per annum and $390.20 respectively.

I may state that the original award of $408.57
would be cancelled if the Legislature approves of
the grant of the pension in respeet to Mr. Carring-
ton’s service from 1st August 1935 to 8th May, 1953.

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a
second time.

Hon. Dr. Cummins seconded the motion.

The question that the Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative with- |
out division.

On motion of Hon. G. H. Apawms, seconded by
Hon. Dr. Cumming, Mr. Depury SpeARERr left the
Chair and the House went into Committee on the
Bill, My. Smite being in the Chair.

The three clauses of the Bill were called and
passed.

On motion of Hon. G. H. Apawms, seconded by
Hon. Dr. Comwming, the Chairman reported the pass-
ing of the Bill in Committee.

Mr. DrpuTy SprEAKER resumed the Chair and
reported  accordingly.

On separate motions of Hon. G. H. Apams,
seconded by Hon. Dr. CummINS in each case, the Bill l
was read a third time and passed.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE CIVIL ESTAB-
LISHMENT (GENERAL) (AMENDMENT)
NO. 4 ORDER, 1954

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
I am asking leave to take Order No. 12 as the next
order of the day. '

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Lonourable member,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next order of
the day stands in the name of the honourable
Premier; To move the passing of the following Reéso-
Tution: Resolution to approve the Order entitled
the Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment)
No. 4 Order, 1954. .

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: This resolution is to give
legislative effect to the Order which provides for

the establishment of the post of Junior Surveyor-
Draughtsman in the Department of Highways and
Transport.

The addendum states:—

“The services of a temporary Draughtsman
have been made available to the Department of
Highways and Transport since August, 1950, and
it is considered desirable that the post should now
be established. The proposal will involve no addi-
tional expenditure to the Government except in the
matter of pensionable liability.”

I do not think it is necessary for me to say
anything more than what is contained in the adden-
dum ; I will be only repeating it. I beg to move that
this resolution do now pass.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Sir, this addendum
states that the services of a temporary Draughts-
man have. been made available to the Department
of Highways and Transport since August, 1950,

i and it is considered desirable that the post should

now be established. Can the. honourable Premier

tell me if the holder of the office is a qualified sur-

veyor, registered under the local Act ?

Hon. M. E. COX : 1 would just like to say that
this resolution is not for the appointment of an
individual; this is only ecreating a permanent post
after which the Public Service Commission will be
asked to recommend somebody for the particular
post. - The person who holds the position tempor-

¢ arily is not really a registered surveyor.

Mr. BARROW: Sir, from the addendum, I
nnderstand that there has been since 1950 an in-
dividual who has been acting as Surveyor-Draughts-
man in the Department of Highways and Trans-
port. I believe that it is now the accepted policy
of Government where an individual has been act-
ing in a post competently for any length of time
and the post eventually becomes an . stablished post
that the person who is acting is usually confirmed
in the appointment. However, due to the past his-
tory of the Department of Highways and Trans-
port being rather lamentable with respect to its
surveyors, I think the question put by the honour-
able senior member for the City is most appropriate
at this junction. I think what members of this
House want is an undertaking that in technical or
semi-technical posts, the people with the necessary
ability and qualifications will be appointed to them.
There is no point in having an established post for
a technical officer if you are going to take the
“morish” or the “parish” te¢ fill the post. For the
benefit of the Minister of Communications, Works
and Housing, there is no such thing as an unregis-

tered surveyor. There is such a thing as
sworn surveyor or the person is not a sur-
vevor. Those persons who are so qualified are

those who were in practice when the Act was
passed or those who since the passing of the Act
have qualified and come up to the necessary stand-
ard by the passing of the necessary examination.
What the honourable Minister of Communications
said just now reminded me of an old shoemaker
who carried on business in Church Village not far
from where I lived when I was a youngster. The
shoemaker had a sign-board posted up marked:
“Practical Shoemaker,”” and I overheard another
old shoemaker passing along by the business
premises of the other shoemaker and making the
rather derogatory statement that the old shoemaker
who worked there was not a whole shoemaker
but a practical shoemaker. I presume that what
the honourable Minister of Communications means
to say is that the person who is now acting in the
post is not a sworn surveyor but is a practical sur-

4
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veyor.
all.
I need not remind this House that the Depart-

If that is so, the person is no surveyor at

,ment of Highways and Transport came in for a lot

of ridieule some time ago due to the fact that the

-Government employed a man in that Department

who had no qualifications for the job he undertook.
I do not want to be personal, therefore, I would not
mention names. I would only say that I too am in
favour of exchanging Government servants from
the various Government Departments to the De-

-partments where those persons are more adaptable;

and I am not against the appointment of people from
outside into our Service, but let us be eareful when
we get a man from outside to see that we are entire-
ly satisfied with his background and his qualifica-
tions are suitable for the post we want him to fill.
This is only a word of warning to the Government
and it is merely given becausé we have had a lot
of unfortunate experiences in the past. We have
had such experiences at Harrison College, at Com-
bermere School, at the Department of Highways

- and Transport, and even in the Gemeral Hospital

we have had the experience of appointing a lunatic
to administer anaesthetics. If there is a man who
is acting in a job and is doing it well, you can ap-
point him to some subordinate job and let him go
on learning and doing the job until he is qualified
tg fill it. In the neighbouring colonies, it is the cus-

tom of Government to train their own surveyors and

we can adopt such a system. If the person who is
acting in this job is not qualified to fill it when it
becomes a permanent post, of course, he should not
be appointed. I am not saying that you should get
rid of a man who has been acting with some success
in a post for three years. I feel Government should

train its own surveyors or send suitable persons
away for training.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT Sir, I do not like ‘‘we?
blanket’’ statements to be made. I regard the state-
ment which tas just been made by the honourable
Minister of Communications, Workg and Housing as
a ‘‘wet blanket’’ statement. I did not intend to say
anything at all on thig resolution until the honour-
eble Minister made that statement. The addendum
to the resolution reads as follows:—

‘“This resolution is to give legislative effect
to the Order which provides for the establish-
ment of the post of Junior Surveyor-Draughts-
man in the Department of Highways and
Transport.”

““The services of a temporary Draughtsman
nave been made available to the Department of
'Highways and Transport sinee August, 1950,
and it is considered desirable that this post
should now be established. The proposal will
involve no additional expenditure to the Gov-
ernment exeept in the matter of pensionable
liability.”” The Schedule to the Order is stated
as follows:—

XXTV. DEPARTMENT
OF HIGHWAYS AND
TRANSPORT

After Item 21 - Add—
€22, Junior Surveyor-
"~ Draughtsman.

$600. 600. 660. 840 x
72— 1,128 (E.B.) 1,296
x 96— 2,160 x 120 —
2,280. : 1”7
Now, the last paragraph of the addendum to

- this resolution stateg that the services of a tempor-
-ary -draughtsman have
-to the department since August 1950 and it is con-

been made available

. was contained

sidered desirable that this post should now 'he es-
tablished. This means that this resolution is only
for the purpose of establishing a post; it is not for
the purpose of appointing any person to the post.
1f it only means that this resolution is for the purpose
of estabtishing the post, then this addendum does not
convey accurately what the honourable mover of it
vrants to convey. What I want to point out, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, is that they have now the services of
a temporary draughtsman and what they are asking
now for, according to this order, is a Surveyor-
Draughtsman. A draughtsman is a different thing
to a surveyor-draughtsman, Now that the order
says ‘‘Junior Surveyor-Draughtsman’’ we are creat-
ing a post because there is not such a post in that
department. Now you cannot get a Junior Surveyor
Draughtsman at a beginning salary of $50 per month
and, moreover, sinee you are saying the salary is to
rise according to what is set out in the schedule, you
will" have to regard this post in the category of a
Long-Grade Clerk. Is that the category to which you
want to relate this post? In that department you
have two Assistant Kngineers who are in the brackets
$1,920; 1,920 x 120 — 2,880 x 144 —3,456; you have
one Superintendent Mechanical Engineer at $3,240;

two Senior Road Overseers within the pracket of
$1,680 x 96—2, 280 and ten Road Overseers, Grade I,

in the brackets of $1,320 x 72—1,752. You also have
nine Grade II Road Overseers and two Foremen
Mechanics. 'When the honourable member says that it
does not mean that the person who is now draughtsman
will be appointed to the post, what does he mean? We
know a Minister has no authority to appoint anyone;

it is a matter for the Public Service Committee. But
we must bear in mind that we are cveating a post to
suit the type of person we now have acting in the
appointment and according to the addendum has been
acting since August 1950 Mark you, it says that
person is only a draughtsman. . Aeccording to the ad-
dendum you are saying the proposal will involve no
additional expenditure to the Government except in
the matter of pensionable liability, which means that
you are relating this post to the present post of -
draughtsman. Why then say Junior Surveyor
Draughtsman? Mewmbers of the Government are well
aware that at this Department of Highways and
Transport we already had some bogus surveyor and
he put the Government and other people in a lot of
trouble.

The homourable introducer of this resolution said
that it was quite a simple matter; he saw nothing that
really would involve any more information than what
in the addendum. You can clearly
see from the addendum that the person who is holding
the post is a draughtsman only agnd a draughtsman
is a different thing from a surveyor-draughtsman
which is belng created by this order. If the honour-
able member is willing to amend the order to Junior
Draughtsman I think all honourable members would
be in agreement because you are creating a post to
suit some person who has been acting as draughtsman
since 1950. As you have said, all that you want to
do is to establish the post that someone is holding at
present. The person is a draughtsman; you are say-
ing Junior Surveyor-Draughtsman by this order;
what do you mean? I do hot think we should pass this
resolution to approve the order as it is; it would not
be correct. :

Mr. GODDARD: I presume the person who has
been acting as temporary draughtsman at the De-
partment of Highways and Transport since August
1950 and for whom it is considered by this order that
the post should be established has some qualification;
but according to the salary structure as seen in the




998 L HOUSHE

schedule to the order there are two efficiency bars in
it. Where does this Junior Surveyor-Draughtsman
start in that salayy stfucture? The honourable junior
meniber for St. Peler said that you would not get a
Surveyor-Draughtsman at $50 a month. As I see 1t, if
you want a Surveyor-Dranghisman the salary struc-
ture seems to be very low indeed. Will the person who
is to be appointed to this post come in at the first or
the second efficiency bar? ~If the horiourable Minister
of Commiunications, Works and Housing is unable to
make a statement now, I would move that this resolu-
tion be postponed. It would give the honourable
Minister the opportunity of coniing back with some-
thing more concrete to this House. I now beg to
move that this resolution be postponed.
Mr. CRAWFORD: I beg to second the motion.
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker; I
can only say that if it is postponed I am coming back
with the same thing. What more explanation does
this need? ‘I'he honourable semior member for the
City has asked the question if the person who is acting
in this post is a trained man or not and the House has
been told by the honourable Minister of Communiea-
tions, Works and Housing that appointments to posts
are of necessity in the hands of the Public Service
Commission. What more can this Government say?
'The Public Service Commission may, in the exercise
of itg judgment, say that this is a junior post and that
the person who should be appointed to it needs not to
be qualified; or it can say the reverse;, that is, that

the persom should be qualified. I am endeavouring.
to find out what was in the back of honourable mem- !

bers’ minds when they made their addresses on this
matter. All that I have heard expressed is that this
is the sort of post for which a man who is holding it
has to be qualified. Then came the question: ‘‘Is
the person who is acting in the appointment quali-
fied? 'There was a suggestion that the Government
could send that person on training to be qualified. 1
have not the foggiest idea of the person who is acting
as dranghtsman at the Department of Highways and
Yransport or whether the Public Service Commission
has one or ten names put before it for this post. The
Public Service Commission may have a suggestion
from the Hend of the Department of the type of per-
son that should be appointed to the post but that is all
I can say so far as that matter is concerned. We of
the Government can pass on at the next meeting of the
Executive the feelings of this House which are that in
view of the nature of this job, the salary scale is not
what we like and that the person should be qualified. I
say that although I have not heard it stated specifi-
cally. We can pass that on at a meeting of the
Executive when Sir John Saint who is Chairman of
the Public Service Commission would be sitting in
Committee to hear the views expressed by this House.
But that is all that we can do. Why should we
postpone this matter? If it is postponed it will be
trought back in the same way. The honourable Min-
ister of Communications, Works and Housing has said
nothing more than what is a fact. He said that the
temporary post of Surveyor-Draughtsman has been in
existence for some time and thé work has been done by
a particular person and it is the view now that the
nature of the work is such that the post be an estab-
fished post. What more can we of the Government
say?

(A VOICE: The temporary post ig Draughts.

man not Surveyor-Draughtsman.)

1 do ask this House to see that postponement
of this matter would make no difference. It does
seem to be the only answer to what honourable
members have been querying that you meed noti
have for this junior course a man who is already

a gworn siurveyor or has some special academie
qualifications. As far as I know the work which is
being done by the person who is acting as draughts-
man — and there is a similar post at the Housing
Board—is that these persons somebtimes do survey-
ing work, like at Pine Estate making surveys, and
sometimes they are in the office drafting plans;
therefore, does it matter if you call them ‘“Junior
Surveyor-Draughtsman’ or ‘‘Draughtsman?’’ 1
have carefully read the fileg before me on this mat-
ter to refresh my memory and I can only tell hon-
ourable members that this is purely a case on which
there has been agreement, Does. it matter what
name you put? As I have said, the person who is
filling the temporary post at the Department of
Highways and Transport and the person who is
engaged at the Housing Board in a similar capaecity
have had to do surveying work and the honourable
genior member for the City should know the work
that is done by these two people.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I do know something
of the work they do because I know that the Hous-
ing Board had to pdy a fee to a sworn land sur-
veyor so as to get him to authorise some. work which
was doné by the person in such a position at the
Housing Board.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Whether that is so or
not, call him whatsoever you like, he has to do both
things. Sir, all we are doing is to make this temi-
poraty post perindnent. You can say, if you like,
that the petson who is to be appointed to the post
should be a sworn surveyor, but that ig besides the
gquestion with which we are dealing; all that we dare
doing is to make this tempbrary post a permanent
cne. .
~ Mr. ALLDER: If the honourable member per-
sist in forcing this resolution through this House,
h_e is doing nothing else than conniving with in-
dividuals who have not the necessary qualifications for

the job they have to perform in the Public Service.

This is just like a boy who is hired to wash the
honourable menber’s car in hig backyard. In his
doing so, he ledrns to drive it bit by bit until he
can drive it around the gardem path. But, inas-
much ag you have $een hitn drive your ear around
your garden_path, would you allow him to drive it
into town? In truth and in fact, he can drive yourt
car; but he cannot drive it into town because he

has not the appropriate driving licence and he can-

not get that until he has passed the necessary tests
énd paid the fee for such licence. I wonder whether
the honourable Premier wants to open the door to
people robbing the Treasury, We know that during
the fenure of the last Town and Country Planning
Officer of Government, Mr. Ralph Crowe, who ini
crder to foster his desire for patronage or corrup-
tion, took a few youngsters and taught them
draughtsmanship in his office. When his department
was closed, a few of those youngsters were event-
ually attached to the Housing Board or to some
of the departments of Government. I presume that
the holder of this temporary post is ome of those
youngsters, If that is so, he may ably fill the post
of draughtsman, but he is not a surveyor. T pre-
sume that the authorities have got accustomed to
him and because of that, they have got this Civil
Establishment Order sent down so as to make his
post a permanent one. Whatever may be the pos-
itlon, Government should not forget that not long
ago, we had some false officials with false papers
or none at all; in the service of Governmént and
who were drawmg a lot of money by their positions.
It was only after a long peériod in each case that
Government discovered that their ddeumeénts were
false. It does appear as if Government is

®
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eourting = the same false
Servants in this casé. When it comes to the De-
partment of Highways and Transport, Government
should alwdys remember that it had an official at-
tached there who although he did part of his work
very well,—I may say to the praise of almost every
honourable member—yet did not possess any theo-
retical papers. It came a time when he either left
or the Government got rid of him.

I feel, that this change in title is definitely
Wwrong. If the authorities fee] that they cannot re-
lieve themselves of the person who is acting in thef
temporary post of draughtsman, well then, keep him,
but on the same conditions at which he started
Do not change the title of the post; do not add
‘surveyor’ to thé title because should this person
leave the employment of the Barbados Government,
he will leave holding false credentials which he counld
3y wig given Wim by the Barbados Government.

Mr. ® D. MOTTLERY: Speakiig on the
motion for tHe poStponettient and on a point of ex-
flahafciqn to the honourablé Preniér, it is obvious
hat this resollition should be pustponisd. The hon-
urable Preihier is really somewhdt confused over
it. Now, it is a fact that you have a Surveyor-
Draughtsman at the Waterworks Department, and
it will be remembered that after duly advertising
in Barbadog for someone to fill that post, you had
to get a man from British Guiana. You wanted a
Draughtsman for the Public Works Department and
vou had to get 4 mafi from McGill University. Both
of these officers are highly qualified. I d4m suggest-
ing postponement of this resolution becatise if the
title of Junior Surveyor-Draughtsman is allowed to
reifidin, the person who fills the post will héve to
do Hoth jobs. We must bear in mind that we have
h#d already here persons attached to Government
Departments Hol@ihg titles which would qualify them
to do certain jobs, and when the occasion arose that
one of them had to make surveys of roads belonging
to the Government but which were
owned by private persons, Governmerit had to go

" oitsi@é and get & Sworn Surveyor to sign behind the |

perdon for the sutveys which were carried out. The
personr whd is appointed to this post of Junior Sur-
veyor-Draughisman must reach a certain level in
hioth jobs. The honourable Premier said that the
filling of the post would be a mattér for the Public
Service Commission but ke inust bear in mind that
the creation of the post must come from thé poliey
of the Governiment. If the honourable Minister of
Communications, Works and Housitg say tlat this
post is to be filled by a qualified surveyor, no Public
Service Cominission e¢an appoint somebody who is a
draughtsman. A surveyor is not a surveyor until
heé is sworn. If you havé somecne acting in this
post and he is not yet qudlified as a4 surveyor, give
him chance to qualify before you créaté the post.
Do not appoint somebody béeause the person is affili-
ated with some sehgol; it will cause dissatisfaction.
In  truth and in fact, the person who is
acting in this capacity at the Depatrtment
of Highways and Transport is not a_Bsurveyor-
draughtsman. The honourable Premier khows that
the Manager-Secretary, of the Housing Board had
16 go outside of his office and pay a sworn surveyor
to furnish plans of some building scheme so that
the Board of Health could accept them., The same
thing may arise if we agree to this title of Junior
Surveyor-Draughtsman for this post. T am there-
fore suggesting to honourable members to vote for
the postponement of this resolution. I am sure that
the honourable. Premier will agree with the post-
ponement. As. T have said, no on is sayiiig that the
honourable Minister of Cominunications, Works and
Housing is going to make the appointmetit to this

position for ifs

jetween lands .
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post., It will be a matter for the Public Servies
Commission ; but the policy is that of the honourable
Minister. I think honourable members should agree
to the postponement of this resblution. L

- Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
when thigy House was dealing with the Head; De-
partment of Highways and Transport, when con-
sidering the Annual Estimates, the hopourable Min-
ister of Communications, Works and Housjng asked
leave to insert this item and said that the Order.
wodld come down to this House later, Thig post has
been inserted in the Annual Estimates as Item No.
5 (4) and I havé just checked with the Deputy CGlerk/
of this House and found ‘that it is inserted in his
own handwriting. The honourable Minister in ask-
ing for leave to insert the item did say that the
order would come down later. It has been inserted
with the title “‘Junior Surveyor-Draughtsman.’®’
Honourable members agreed to its insertion when
this House was considering the Estimates; now, they
are objecting to the title. Honourable members
could have said then that they did not approve to
it being inserted then; bring down the order first.
What I want to point out is that this Order has
tot been brought to this House by accident; it was
deliberately brought to the attention of this House
when consideration was given to the Estiiates,

Mr. MIULER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I feel I
should say something at this stage. What I am
worrying about is that it appedrs to me that this
House would be agreeing to the creation of a post
at the Department of Highways and Transport other
than that which somebody is filling now af that De-
partment, What ig lamentable about this matter is
that it appears as if the Governiment is satisfied) with
the work doné by the person who has been acting
as dradghtsiman at that departinént for the last
thtee years, but who or some reason or other his
bdén unable to get hitiself the recéssary certificate
which would qualify him to be a surveyor. It is
lamentable and to some extent it is disgraceful that
the Government has not provided this man with the
opportunity of qualifying for the post. I Peel this
man could be given a one or two-yeat course at some
place where he cotld get qualified for the post.
Why not send him up to Jamaica to get quilified?
I am sorry about this matter but if we lay down a
principle, we must observe it. Before persons can
Be appointed to cettdin positiohs, they must subject
themselves to the training which would enable them
to get the tecessary qualifications for the position. .
1t would be unfair to those individuals who are
prepared to sacrifliéé thetlisélves to get gualified for
certain positions and then to find that some indiv-
idudl who is not qualified is appoifited to such
positions.

I am sorry to hear what the honourable senior
ember for the City said with reékpeet te this lad
hating his work checkéd alid sighed by a sworn
surveyor. It is obvibus that Be is a tapable chap,
bdt only Wwishies the opportinity te qualify dnd I
Fetl if he is serving the QGUvernment sdtisfactorily,
Uoveriiment ghotlld give him the opportubity to
goality, Sir, T ain sofry thdt this matter has been
discusséd in this manhér becduse it 18t exposé the
person who is filling the tempordry position at
the Departhent to eimbarrassment, and not only
that, biit if We agree t6 this Order, it must force
Eifl to actept 4 decondary volé and I do not beliéve
that iy thé intetition of the Govetnthent. What I
féel about thi§ mattét is thuat Governiment is con-
viriéed bf this that’y ability afid sérviée td the Gdv-
érriment &hd becatide bf that, shonld be paik a
Better wape. With that in view, G8vernment has
brouight QoWn thig resolufion te spprove the Order
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as set out in the Schedule; but by so doing, Gov- |

ernment may be adorning him with peacock feathers
when he might only be a jackdaw. This is some-
thing to be sorry about. As I have said, any person
who has reached the standard where Government
is sympathetic with that person’s ability and service,
but who may be- lacking of the ecessary qualifi-
cations, Government should give that person the
opportunity to get qualified. Government should
assist that person to get qualified. It is a fact that
we have hundreds of persons who are knocking
around in the gutter starving I6r an opportunity
to become eminent and it is the duty of the Gov-
ernment to make saerifices when it finds any such per-
son. That is what a Government owes to a community.
It is obvious that the Government in creating this
post has changed the title of the temporary post
which is held by this draughtsman so as to give him
‘g, better salary, but in doing so, Government has
‘forgotten that at the Waterworks Department, it has
an equivalent post which is held by an officer who
‘i highly qualified. I do not think that Government
wants to create any anomaly. :

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Deputy Speaker, may
I be permitted to reply to the last remarks which
were made. Soon after the present Director of
Highways and Transport came to this island; fhe
carried out a complete survey of the Department
under his charge and one of the first recommenda-
tions he made was that the post of temporary
draughtsman should be made permanent. That
recommendation was passed on to Goverument about
two monthg after the Director took office. He ex-
plained that the post of Junior Surveyor-Draughts-
man should be an established post and not a tem-
porary post. The matter was put to.Government
and the Government realising that the Director is
a qualified technical man and one who knows what
he is doing, agreed to the Director’s request in
order that the Department may work ag smoothly
and efficiently as possible, I think it was the last
meeting at which the House considered the 1954
Estimates that I asked leave of the Committee to
insert the post of Jumior Surveyor-Draughtsman
under Head XXXII. It met with no objection and
I am absolutely sure that both the honourable senior
and the honourable junior member for St. George

*;'Iere present when the item wag inserted under the
ead.

Mr. BARROW: I have no recollection.

Mr. MILLER: It is possible that I was pres-
ent, but this Committee was not told that the in-
sertion of the item of Junior Surveyor-Draughtsman
was to establish the post of temporary draughts-
man.

Hon. M. E. COX: During the discussion of
the Estimates I asked and was granted permission
to insert the item ag 5A under the Head XXXII,
because the Government did not want to come after
the Estimates were passed and ask for insertion of
this item. When 1 asked for leave to make the
insertion, I told the Committee that Government
would be coming in the near future with the order
to establish the post. All that Government iy asking
this House tonight is to agree to the Order. I will
again emphasise that members of the Government
have no authority to appoint anybody. The honour-
able junior member for St. Peter knows very well
- that the Public Service Commission will examine
the applicants for the post and submit its recom-
mendations to the Governor who will make the ap-
pointment. The Public Service Commission is the
body which advises on the person to fill the post.

Mr. B, L. WALCOTT: I never suggested that
Government appointed or could appoint persons to
fill any particular post. I said that it was a matter
of policy for the Government to say what this par-
tieular post of Junior Surveyor-Draughtsman really
means to the Department of Highways and Trans-
port.

Hon., M. E. COX: S8ir, This order for the
creation of the post of Junior Surveyor-Draughts-
man at the Department of Highways and Transport
is nothing which the Government is concocting with
others to create. The suggestion that the post be
established came from the Director of the Depart-
ment.

Mr. P. L. WALCOTT: Look at the adden-
dum; read it again.

Hon. M. E. COX: As I have said, Sir, it is
the Publie Service Commission that interviews can-
didates and makes recommendations to the Governor.
This resclution has nothing to do with the appoint-
ment of an individual to a post; it is purely a
question sanctioning an order for the establishment
of a post to which this House has already agreed
on the 11th March last. '

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 think the hon-
ourable Minister would agree that the wording of
the addendum to the resolution conveys a different
meaning to what you are saying.

Hon, M. E. COX: I am not very much con-
cerned with what the addendum says, what I have

said is in aceordance with the information which I

have before me.

The question that the Resolution be postponed
for further comsideration was put and resolved im
the affirmative on the casting vote of Mr. Deputy
Speaker, the House dividing as follows:—

Ayes: Mr. MiunEr, Mr. Wiiiams, Mr. ¥ L.

WaLcort, Mr. Bagrow, Mr. E. D. MorriEYy, Mr.
ArppeEr, Mr. CraAwFORD, and Mr. GoDDARD—S.

Noes: Hon. G, H. Apams, Hon. Dr. CummiNs,
Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E. TarLma, Hon. R. G. Marp,
Mr. HorpEr, Mr. BryvAn, and Mr. Smrra.—S8.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question has
resolved in a tie, eight honourable members voting
‘Aye’ and eight voting ‘No.” I conceive it to be my.
duty sinee the House has not made up its mind that
I should give my vote with the ‘‘Ayes.’’ I there-
fore declare the ‘‘ Ayes’’ have it.

FIXING THE ORDER PAPER

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
I am asking leave to delete Ttem No. 1 from the
Order Paper.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
honourable member.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: In ' fixing the Order
Paper for the next meeting, the first order should
be to move the House in Committee of Supply to
consider the money resolutions of which notice was
given earlier today. The rest of the orders on to-
day’s Order Paper will follow and then the other
resolutions and bills of which mnotice was given
today .

THE ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
I beg to move that this House do now adjourn until
Tuesday next, 4th May, 1954, at 3 o’clock p.m.

Hon, M. E. COX: T beg to second that.

L O 4
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Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,' Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would ask that
Before you put the question, may I ask your in-| the notice be put on the Order Paper and I shall
formation with respect to the time when I ecan | discuss the matter with Mr. SpEAKER.
ask for the adjournment of the House at its next The question that the House do now adjourn
meeting to deal with the reply to the question which | until Tuesday next, 4th May, 1954, at 3 o’clock in
I asked concerning the shipment of Fancy Molasses | the afternoon was put and agreed to and Mr.
in bulk? DepuTy SPBAKER adjourned the House accordingly.




A - e

-




MAY 4, 1954 -

THE

" House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)
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SESSION 1953—54

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 4th May, 1954.

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem-
bly met at 3 o’clock p.m. today.

Present :

His Honour Mr. A. E. S. Lewis (Veputy
Speaker), Hon. G. H. Apams, B.A.,, C.M.G. Q.C..
«Premier), Hon. Dr. H. G. H. Comming, M.D., C.M,,
Mimster of Social Services), Hon. M. E. Cox,
(Minister of Communications, Works and Housing),
Messrs 0. E. Smrra, (Chairman of Committees),
F. L. Wawcorr, Hon. R. . Marp, (Menister of

Trade, Industry amd Labour), Messrs F. C. Gop-’

pAED, F'. E. MuwiEr, J. A. Haynes, B.A., J. C. Morr-
LEY, BE. St. A. Houbeg, Hon. C. E. Tama, (Minister
of Agriculture, Lamds and Fisheries), Mrs. E. E.
BournNt and Mr. L. A. Woniams, Lil:. B.

Prayers were read.

ILLNESS OF MR. SPEAKER

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I regret to inform
honourable members that through illness His Hon-
our the Speaker ig unable to be present at the meet-
ing of the House today.

Mr. VaveHAN entered the House and took his

seat.
ILLNESS OF THE CLERK

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have the honour

to inform the House that I have received a letter

from the Clerk of the House applying for a week’s
{eave on account of illness. :

Hon. Dr. H. &. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that the Clerk be granted a week’s leave.

Hon. M. E. Cox seconded the motion, which
was agreed to.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that Mr. D. A. Banfield be appointed to act as
Deputy Clerk for today’s sitting of the House.

Hon. M. E. Cox seconded the motion which was

agreed. to.
Mr. Barrow entered the House and took his

seat.

DOCUMENTS

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have the honour
to inform the House that I have received the follow-
ing documents:—

Statement of Revenue and Expenditure from
the. Commissioners of Highways of St. Thomas for
the half year ended the 31st March, 1954.

Statement of Revenue and/ Expenditure from
the Commissioners of Highways of St. Thomas for
the half year ended the 31st- Mareh, 1954, with
regard to Tenantry Roads. :

MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting which wag held on
the 9th March, 1954, having been circulated, were
taken as read and confirmed. ‘

Mr.- ALipER entered the House and took his seat.

'PAPERS LAID

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
1 am commanded to lay the following Papers:—

Statement showing the amounts advanced by
the Government of Barbados and the amounts re-
ceived from Her Majesty’s Government in the
Tnited Kingdom under the provisions of the
Colonial Development and Walfare Act for the period
ended on the 31st December, 1953, in respect of the .
several schemes sanctioned by the Legislature.

Publie Officers Loan and Travelling Allowances
{Scheduled Officers) Regulations, 1954,

PETITION

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
T beg to present a petition from the Trustees of the
lote Henry Ulick, Earl of Harewood, praying th~
House to pass a Bill authorising them to sell and
convey to the Executive Committee two parcels of
land comprising 13 aeres 25 perches, part of the
Belle Plantation, for the further development of the

"Waterworks in this Island. The petition is respect-

fully worded and I ask that it be taken as read.
The petition was taken as read.

ORDER WITHDRAWN

" Hon. C. B. TALMA : I ask leave to withdraw
Order No. 5 from the Order Paper in order to give
notice of a Bill in the same connection. ‘
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There being no objection, leave was granted tha
honourable member.

NOTICE

Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to give notice of
a Bill to authorise the Trustees of the Will of the
late Henry Ulick, Earl of Harewood, to sell and
convey certain parcels of land (parts of the Belle
Plantation) to the Executive Committee of this
Island. ,

Mr. E. K. WarLcorr entered the House and took
his seat.

QUESTIONS

Mr. SMITH: To enquire of the Honourable
Minister for Medical Services at the next meeting
of this House .—

Whether he is aware of the inconvenience suf-
fered by visitors to non-paying patients at the
General Hospital as a result of the brief and the
few opportunities afforded such visitors to see friends
or relatives who are patients at this Institution?

2. Will the Honourdble Minister take the
necessary action to provide greater and more fre-
quent facilities for visitors to such non-paying
patients, ensuring that poor patients be allowed no
less facilities so far ag Visitors are concerned, than
those who can afford to pay?

BILL READ A FIRST TIME

On the motion of Hon. C. E. Tarma, seconded
by Hon. M. E. Cox, the Bill to authorise the Trustees
of the Will of the late Henry Ulick, Earl of Hare-
wood, to sell and convey certain parcels of land
(parts of the Belle Plantation) to the Executive
Committee of this Island. was read a first time.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE “THE CIVIL
ESTABLISHMENT (GENERAL) (AMEND-
MENT) NO. 4 ORDER, 1954”.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy
Speaker,—I ask leave to take Order No. 9 as the
first Order of the Day.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber was granted leave.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order of
the Day therefore is to resume debate on the pass-
ing of the following Resolution: Resolution to ap-
prove the Order entitled the Civil Establishment
(General) (Amendment) No. 4 Order, 1954. The
honourable junior member for Christ Chureh, who
moved the postponement on the last ocecasion, is
entitled to continue to speak at this stage or later
in the debate.

The honourable member did not rise to speak.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
gsenior member for St. Philip, who seconded the
motion for the postponement, is not in his place

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative. a division
being taken as follows:—

Ayes: Mr. Smita, Hon. G. H. Apams, Hon. Dr
H. G. Cummins, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E TALMA,
Hon. R. G. Marp, Mrs. BoURNE, Messrs. HOLDER,
Muier, J. C. MorTLEY, VAUGHAN, ALLpER, E. K.
Warncorr, J. A. Havynes and Gopparp—15.

v Noes: Messrs WiLtiams, F. L. Wapcorr and
BArrow—3.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of
the Day stands in the name of the honourable
junior member for St. Thomas:—To move the
House into Committee of Supply to consider the

e

grant of sums of money for the service of the
colony.

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H, G. Cummins,
seconded by Hon. M. B. Cox, Mr. DEPUTY SPBAKER
left the Chair, and the House went into Committee
of Supply, Mr. SMiTH being in the Chair.

ERADICATION OF YELLOW FEVER MOSQUITQ

Hon, Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: The first Resclu-
tion, Mr. Chairman, is one to place the sum of
$2,100 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee to supplement the Estimates, 1954-55,
Part I Current, as shown in the Supplementary

| Estimates 1954-55 No. 2 which form the Schedule

to the Resolution for the employment of labour-
ers to assist in the Campaign for the eradication
of the Yellow Fever Mosquito.

As honourable members are aware, the Cam-
paign agamst the Yellow Fever Mosqulto Aedes
Egypti is now under way in Barbados. It was first
thought that the Campaign could be carried out
with a limited expenditure, but we find that we
have to employ additional staff by way of labour-
ers to remove the cans, bottles, ete., from people’s

premises so as assist the Sanitary Inspector who

is carrying out the spraying. At present, the Sani-
tary Inspectors are doing this work of removing
debris and that is holdmg up the Campaign; every
tin and- bottle found under people’s cellars must
be taken away and the result is that the Campaign
is being held up. This Resolution is to provide
funds for the purpose of paying four labourers at
Key Scale rates to assist in the removal of this
debris.

I want to take this opportunity to warn

members of the public that this Resolution is only

for the purpose of carrying out this Campaign
according to plan, but householders will still be
expected in the future to see that the empty
bottles, cans, ete., are removed from their premises
I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. E. D. Morruey came into the Committee
and took his seat.

Mr, GODDARD: This Resolution is in fawe-
therance of the scheme for the eradication of this
Mosquito, with which we all heartily agree, but 1
would like to know if this money is sufficient to
cover the entire island. Some honourable welwr-
bers are enquiring whether this money is only in
respect of St. Michael and Christ Church and the
amount looks to me to be rather inadequate. It
is unfortunate that before this Campaign got un-
der way, the Central Authorities did not advoecate
the observance of a Health Week in respect of the
whole island; that would have brought forth the
necessary co- operatlon on the part of householders
and the Sanitary Authorities could have used their
lorries in the removal of the debris. That must
have been an oversizht on the part of the local
authorities; it has been found that this cleaning
up has to be done as a preliminary. I want to
say that anything which will further the success
of this Campaign we will be prepared to vote for.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I was not present
when the Minister of Social Services spoke on this
Resolution, but I am sure he will bear me out
that T actually had to approach him after fighting
for practically two weeks to put some sense into
the heads of those who are responsible for admin-
istering the health of this colony. I had to ap-
proach the Minister and point out to him that
the Sanitary Inspectors were really the skilled
people who were handling the matter and
it was a question of paying people to remove
the debris as against having the Inspectors
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to do it: it is as a result of that that tney have come
dowr. with this Resolution now. 1'he cost of the
Campaign is being borne by the local Sanitary Au-
thorities; 1 find no fault with that; but while I am
glad to see that this Resolution has been brought
down to assist in the Campaign, 1 want to say tnat it
seems to me that as soon as some people oecupy
positions of responsibility and authority,-they seem
to lose their sense of reascning with members of
any local Board at all. I hope that this will be
the iast cecasion on which I will have to speak in
this tone; I want to say that if it had not been for

the Minister of Social Services I do not think that

this Resolution would have been here yet. I can
truly say that as a result of my approaching him
and putting the facts before him, he went out of
the way and visited the area in which this Campaign
is being carried out. While the hon. Minister did
not want it to appear that my suggestions were
against those of the Health Department, he readily
agreed that my suggestions were right and those of
the Board of Health did not have any sense in them
at all. It was only stubbornness which caused them
to hold out and not listen to other people.

I attended one of the lectures given by one of
the Officers of the World Health Organisation and
1 think that this Officer was given rather shabby
treatment by the Department of Medical Services.
1t is known that this Officer had been lent to us and I
suggest that sufficient publicity had not been given
to the Campaign. I hope that in the future when

- any campaign in respect of health is being launched,

the doctors responsible will take it that it is not
only their duty to sit in wheeled chairs but also to
go out into the villages and speak at meetings and
also over Rediffusion Service in connection with the
campaign. Mr. Chairman, you will recall read-
ing in the Press that Sanitary Inspectors were to
tell people that the putting of this white stuff into
their water barrels was nothing detrimental to
bealth. 1 had tc preach to the Minister and tell
him that the average housewife would not let any
Inspector spray this white stuff .in her water
barrel unless she had some assurance from the
medieal officers generally that the spraying of this
stuff in the water barrel would not do any harm, i
am voting for this Resolution: which is rather par-
gimonious but I hope that a real effort is being
made to carry out this campaign. I hope that on
the next oceasion on which assistance is given us by
the World Health Organisation, every effort will be
made to offer more co-operation in the matter, despite
the personal feelings of officials who hold high posi-
tions in the Health Department in this country. I
want to remind the Ministers that the matter of
dictating policy in respect of Departments is theirs
and if they fail to direct and dictate poliey in respect
of Departments, it is for us to criticise them for
their failure in that direction.

Mr. Bryan came into the Committee and took
his seat. |

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: 1 would like to offer
my support to this Resolution, but I wou'd like to
know from the honourable Minister what will be the
state of affairs in the parish of St. Philip with regard
to this Campaign. T am not in touch with the Paro-
chial Authorities of St. Philip and T would like to
know if these labourers will be eonveyed from parish
to parish and if it is only these Jabourers who will
be engaged in this Campaign. I see it is estimated
that these labourers will be emplovd for a year at
least and if they are to be employed from parish to
parish, this work might take longer than a vear. 7T
would like to know if the honourable Minister can

give any information as to the position as regards
the parish of St. Philip.

.Mr. HAYNES: It is a pity that there should
be such a muddle over this matter. The World
liealih Organisation sent down here a proposal to
eradicate this Yellow Fever Mosquito and the vari-
ous Sanitary Commissioners were happy about it and
they were informed that all that would be needed
would be the depositing of concentrated D.D.T., in
every parish. Now they are told that there is a
general clean-up and there is this residual treatment
i the spraying of premises; that was entirely sprung
upon the Sanitary Commissioners but I think they
realise the magnanimity of the World Health Or-
ganisation which is spending g lot of money. They
have sent down all the equipment which is to be used
and our subscription is only $1,500. What annoys
me about this whole matter is that we have been
misled in some parishes, having been told that the
amount required to carry out this spraying would be
$50; now we are told that a big campaign is to be
carried out. I think that is a very good thing but the
Government should realise that sanitation concerns
the whole island and assistance should be given to
every parish.

It would appear from this Resolution that this
money is to be spent in -the wmetropolitan parish
chiefly and probably in Christ Church; but several
parishes have ecarried out some cleaning and I con-
sider that they should be given some compensation
for having done so.. The parish. which I have the
honour to represent has spent about $70 in clean-
ing up debris and I would like to know if this money
will be refunded. I would alco like to kmow if the
work of conveying the equipment for this residual
treatment and the various -paraphernalia will be
done by these labourers, otherwise I am afraid
that this campaign will be blocked, because the
parishes cannot afford it. In St. Andrew we have
allocated a Sanitary Inspector for nine months to
carry out inspection work and also to see after this

- vesidual work when the equipment arrives, As you

know, Mr. Chairman, this work costs a lot of money
and I should like to know from the Minister of
Social Services if the amount of this Resolution is
enough because it looks very small to me. Tt seems
to me as if the local Health Authorities have not
estimated either the importance or the magnitude of
this job. I happen to be very much interested in
sanitation generally, I happen to have some prac-
tical knowledge of it and I am perfectly convinced
that this money will not cover what should be
covered in this campaign.

Another matter is this. T do not see how we
will manage the use of four labourers in St. Michael,
St. Joseph, St. Andrew and other parishes. T think
that the four labourers should be chosen from each
parish and used for the time during which the work
is done in the respective parishes. I think that that
would be more advantageous than what has been
proposed here because you will have the labourers
on dutv earlier. and you will get more serviee out
of them than if they have to be transported from

.cne parish to the other.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would like to
assure my colleague that the Board of Health has
no staff; it will be noticed from the Estimates that
the staff is under the control of the Director of
Medical Services. T would also like to assure my

_colleague that at an early stage the Roard of Health

asked the Director of Medical Services to carry out
what is tov be carried out so that there would he no
flaw in the matter.  The honairal!ls member will
remember that when the Regulations wer2 before
the House I particularly mentioned that we woull
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have to be very careful about spraying into people’s
water barrels so that they will not resent it; I also
asked that the Regulations be made effective for a
year. I must say that the honourable member has
reflected on the Board of Health and in so far as
this Board is concerned they did nothing but assist
in the drafting of Regulations. The Board has no
staff and what is being done is no coneern of theirs,
but they have given excellent advice in connection
with the preparation of this campaign.

Mr. BRANCKER came into the Committee and
took his seat.
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: My colleague has

pointed out that the Board of Health has no staff;
it gave advice but that advice was not carried out,
and nothing was done. What can you ecall it more
than a farce for the Director of Medical Services
to be taking the advice of the Board of Health and
employing Sanitary Inspectors to go around pick-
ing up bottles, cocoanut shells, ete., and spraying
them within and without and waiting for a layman
to tell them that it would be better to adopt a
different scheme? It took a layman to tell them
that they are wasting Government’s money and it
is better to have somebody to remove these bottles,
ete., to a heap where they could be buried. The
Board of Health merely tells the Director of Medical
Services something but he refuses to carry out what
hae been said. I am glad to hear my colleague say
that the Board of Health has given advice in this
matter but he should have said that that advice was
not taken.

The campaign was to be started a week after
the Officer from the World Health Organisation ar-
rived here and not one word was said by way of
encouragement to the local Health Authorities; the
Director of Medical Services has not said one word
and I take it that that was sabotaging the entire
effort. I made a suggestion to the Minister of
Social Services who spoke over Rediffusion Service
and that was something to be taken into account.

I sat and listened to this Officer from the World -

Health Organisation and I say that there is some
jealousy on the part of half-baked doctors and peo-
ple who are trained in sanitary science. The Re-
porters asked for information but nothing was
done; when the Director of Medical Services or
any other Head of a Department refuses to listen to
the advice of the Minister we will know what is the
aext thing to be done.

Mr. BARROW: I hope the honourable Min-

ister of Social Services will tolerate my asking a |

few pertinent questions: I should like to know
whether there are any of these Mosquitoes in Bar-
bados either at large or in captivity. If the answer
is “Yes,” I would like to know what is the popu-
lation of this Mosquito in Barbados; in the same
way that the authorities in places like New York
and Liondon can estimate the amount of damage done
by rats and other vermin every year, the authorities
here can estimate how many of these Mosquitoes
there are in this island. I would like to see a
campaign started to eradicate the cockroaches and
rats in this island—I mean the four-footed ones.
(Laughter).

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: On a point of order.
I have not seen anything in this Resolution about
the eradication of rats or cockroaches; we are deal-
ing with the campaign to eradicate the Yellow Fever
Mosauito. _

Mr. BARROW : T fully appreciate that the hon-
ourable member is not so interested in the eradicafion
of vermin in Barbados. This is a matter of public

health and I consider that the public should be given .

some definite assurance that the Yellow Fever

Mosquito is present and is active in Barbados and
that it is a potential threat to the is.and; and we
have other infestations which need to be eradicated.
We canuot estimate how much merchandise is lost in
warehouses through the acticn of rodents and other
vermin and we cannot estimate how many eggs are
lost to the consumers in this island through the action
of the mongoose. I would like to know where these
bottles and tins are, because if we are going to employ
four labourers to remove them from the backyards
of premises, there is a statutory obligation on the oec-
cupiers of premises to keep those premises free from
any such things as old bottles and rusty tins. If
these bottles and tins are lying by the side of the
highways they would come under the control of the
Scavenging Departments of the various parishes; if
they are dumped in the proper place, the proper
course to be taken would be to bury them. If they
are on people’s premises there is legislation which
provides that occupiers of premises should keep them
free from those things.

1 wonder if some of the money which is at present
being frittered away in unproductive channels in
this colony belonged to any member of the Govern-
ment, whether he would treast a Resolutionr for the
disposal of this money in the same manner in which
this Resolution is now treated. If this Yellow Fever
Mosquito were lessening the activity of workers in
this colony, then this expenditure would be justified ;
but we do not know whether there are any of these
Mosquitoes in this colony. In one week one of my
cupboards was sprayed against mosquitoes and the
next week there were many more mosquitoes there;
[ never had any mosquitoes in that cupboard
vefore. T think. that the sediment left from
the spraying of the insecticide is still in the eupboard;
but perhaps it is another variety of mosquito of which
I am speaking. 1 have heard of people dying from
cancer and tuberculosis but T do not see the Govern-
ment spending any money in the eradication of these
evils; T would like to see something done about these
evils. T consider it a waste of time to vote money
for doing something about which we are indulging
in mere speculation. :

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: It is true that when
this Campaign was started 1 was approached by the
honourable senior member for the City who drew my
attention to certain things that were taking place.
Acting on the honourable member’s advice, I saw the
gentleman who came down here to see about the
carrying out of this Campaign and asked him his
views as to how the Campaign wag proceeding. Hon-
ourable members will remember that certain Inspec-
tors were sent to Trinidad to be trained with a
view to this Campaign being carried out; I am not
blaming anybody, but, apparently the way in
which the Campaign is being carried out here is
in accordance with the way in which the Inspeec-
tors were taught in Trinidad. However, that is not
fast enough for Barbados.

As far as the matter of bottles, tins and so on
is ccneerned, if people have them in their cellars
where they do not ecatch water and breed mosqui-
toes, I think they are quite safe; but where the
Sanitary Inspector has to go into the cellar and
all over the place, bring out these bottles, ete.,
and spray them inside and outside and put them
in a heap, naturally, that will hold up the Cam-
paign. It would be mueh better from the point
of view of expediting the Campaign and also from
the point of view of economy, to get labourers to
precede the Sanitary Inspectors and collect this
debris and put it in a place where it can be spray-
ed; that-is what it is intended to do with the
expenditure of this money.




MAY 4, 1954

1007

This Resolution applies mainly to the parish
of St. Michael for the reason that we all know
that the parish of St. Michael is the most thickly-
populated parish. The Campaign was started
without very much publicity; however, these four
labourers will do the work which should have been
done at the beginning. As far as the other parishes
are concerned, they have been notified that the Cam-
paign will be started at a particular time and
they have been advised to take steps to see that
the removal of certain receptacles is done before
the Sanitary Inspector begins his work. The la-
bourers whom this Resolution seeks to pay will
not be extended to the country parishes; I under-
stand that the machine sprayers which are to be
used in the country will be heavier than those
which are being used in St. Michael and so addi-
tional labourers will be required to carry these
" machine sprayers. I am keeping my ears to the
ground in this matter and if I am at all dissatis-
tied with the way in which this Campaign 1s pro-
ceeding, 1 will let honourable members know of
any irregularities or inefficiency which may appear
in the Campaign as it progresses. )

“Mr. Crawrorp came into the Committee and
t:ok his seat. .

Mr. BARROW: I would still like an assur-
ance as to whether there are any of these Mosqui-

in Barbados. ’ :
roes E)n. Dr. H. G, CUMMINS: If the honourable
member would put the matter in the form of a
question I will get the information for him.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

GRANT TO THE AMATEUR WEIGHTLIFTING ASSOCIATION

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: The next Resolu-
tion, Mr. Chairman, is a Resolution to place the sum
of $1,000 at the disposal of the quernor-m—Executlvo
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1954-55, Part
I—Current, as shown in the Supplementary Estim-
ates 1954-55 No. 3, which form the Schedule to the
Resolution for a grant to the Amateur Weightlifting
Association of Barbados. '

This Resolution is to assist a loeal wejghthfter
to proceed to Canada where the British Empire Games
will take place from July 31 to August 7, 1954. }.L‘avch
one of us has his own form of sport: of course, cricket
is the national game and it gets the snpport of almost
every Barbadian; it is the most popular game in
Barbados, probably more so than it is in England. In
Barbados, football, basket ball and other games are
played and there are ofher forms of sport in which
we engage. Weightlifting is, I believe, one of the latest
forms of athletics but it has its devotees. Personaliy.
1 have never seen a contest; I have read about these
contests taking place in Queen’s Park, but I have
never been sufficiently interested in weightlifting as
to go and see a contest. I suppose, however, that -other
people would prefer to see a contest in Welgh?;hftlng
than to see a game of football or cricket. This man
Mr. George Nichols, has the reputation of being the
best man in his class in weightlifting; I saw a letter
from the Secretary of the British Empire Weightlift-
ing Association and in that letter it is stated that
Nichols is the best in his class and he is a sure winner
at these British Empire Games.

On one occasion this House assisted the Barbados
Cricket Association with a loan; we have assisted the
Rifle Team to go fo Bisley, last year we assisted Mr
Farnum to go to Finland to take part in the Olympic
Games and we are now asked to assist this gentleman.
With those precedents before us, even if this form of
sport may not be as popular as other forms of sport
in Barbados, yet the Government feels that in fairness

to this Association and to this gentleman who has
the reputation that he will win these Games and then
take part in contests against weightlifters in the
United States of America and in the Olympic Games
in the not far distant future—the Government feels
that this assistance should be granted. If this gentle-
wan goes abroad and succeeds as we expeet he will
succeed, we will be advertising Barbados in another
way. It is not known that any other man in the
West Indies who engages in this form of spert, has
reached the height which this gentleman is reported
to have reached. With those remarks, Mr. Chairman,
1 beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. ALLDER: At some times the Government
does provide amusement and that is the case more
so now than ever. I am opposing this Resolution,
not because I want to be vindictive, because I do not
know the person who will benefit from the Resolu-
tion,. nor can it be taken that I am not interested in
sport. I agree that sport is healthy both for the in-
dividual and the nation, but I shall not give amy
assistance to sport which is unduly expensive. It
is surprising, Mr. Chairman, that with the numerous
organisations in this colony which are interested in
sport, none of them, as far as I have been able to
gather, has come forward and assisted in providing
these funds so as to enable this youngster to go over-
seas and display his prowess to the nations abroad.
I feel that not only should the sporting organisations
in this colony assist in this matter, but also the
hotels and boarding houses which benefit from any
advertising of this colony overseas; they should also
come forward and assist in sending this youngster
overseas.

As the hon. Minister for Social Services has
said, if this youngster succeeds in showing his ability
over the others, that will be a means of advertising
Barbados. I agree with that and that is why T feel
the honourable Minister should have taken the lead
in calling on the hotel owners and those who benefit
from training overseas, to provide a part of the
cost of sending out this youngster. The Government
is definitely giving a wrong impression not only to
the public but to the world: if Barbados were in a
healthy financial position, I would say: “Yes, the
spending of this $1,000 in this matter is all right.”
If many of our young men and women were em-
ployed and getting a livelihood by the exercise
of their energy, I would say: “Yes, we can spend
this money” ; but there are so many thousands who
must go without the merest necessity of life during
the time that this $1,000 will be spent on this young-
ster, that I cannot assist in the passing of this Reso-
lution.

During the last number of weeks, people who
went out to sea in order to bring us fish have been -
drowned, and we have read in the Press articles
and appeals for the assistance of the dependants of
those fishermen; as far as I have read, I have not
noticed that any Government member or the Govern-
ment as a whole has made any statement or prom-
ised to assist in this matter. The Government is
definitely doing the wrong things when it would be
rmuch easier to do the right ones; I am sure that if
this Resolution had asked for this $1,000 or for
several thousand dollars to remove the misery from
the dependants of these fishermen

Mr. CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with weight-
lifting. .

Mr. ALLDER: I am sure that no one, however
evil minded. would have had the courage to oppose

- this Resolution if it were for the purpose of assist-

ing the dependants of these fishermen; that would
have been an indication that the Government was
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travelling along the right path. We are passing
through a period when we must be very conservative
in the expenditure of Government funds, and this
instance shows that the Government is not particu-
larly interested as to how these funds are conserved.
A Resolution like this will naturally satisfy the
minds of a few persons who are directly interested
in weightlifting and other forms of sport, but I am
sure that the majority of people in this colony, many
of whom give financial assistance to sport, will agree
that this $1,000 could be better spent. I do not want
it to be taken that I am against anybody who is eon-
cerned in this matter, but this is the attitude which
I have always adopted; when the Resolution for the
purpose of assisting Mr. Farnum to go to Helsinki
was brought before the House I said the same things
I am saying now. I would like to know what benefit
has the island obtained from Mr. Farnum’s going to
Helsinki, and what benefit will it obtain from the go-
ing overseas of this weightlifter Mr. Nichols? I can-
not see that there is anything in it; what I do see is
that this individual will get his mind satisfied because
he will have competed with overseas candidates. How-
ever, we are not particularly interested in satisfying
the mind of one individual in this respect especially
when it costs us a tangible amount to do so. 1 feel

_that the Pickwick Cricket Club, the Wanderers

Cricket Club, the Barbados Football Association and
many other Associations and Organisations in the
island should assist in sending this youngster over-
seas; it should not fall on the Government to give this
assistance and I am wondering why the Government

is so anxious and willing at times to spend reasonably '

large sums of money on such frivolous things. It
would have been a better investment for the Govern-
ment to spend this money in the establishent of a
Civie Theatre, realising that demands have been
made by several people for the establishment of such
& Theatre which would assist in the imbibing of cul-
ture not only by this generation but by future gener-
ations; but instead of spending this money in that
direction, we are spending it on an individual to go
abroad and when he returns here what does the
colony benefit? That is just like paying the passages
of delegates to go overseas and all the benefit we get
is that they went by plane and returned. This is
a definite waste of money.

In this colony one has to pay quite a lot so
as to enter the various places of entertainment; the
sponsors of the entertainment have increased their
charges for admission because it is probably their
desire to make more profit; but I am sure that if
each place of entertainment and if each sporting or-
ganisation had provided a small amount of the
profits which they make daily, the total amount
would cover the total cost of sending this youngster
overseas. However, these places have adopted a
laissez faire attitude and they have left it to the
Government to sponsor the sending of this young-
ster to compete with others abroad. I feel that the
Government should have been the last people to pro-
vide this money; they should have waited to see if
the general public would  refuse to provide this
money and then in order to save the situation, they
would come forward and provide the money and at
the same time deprecate the policy adopted by those
in the entertainment world. But before sufficient
time is given to the various organisations to provide
this money, the Government comes along and pro-
vides it; that will prevent many members of the
public from contributing what they might have con-
tributed towards this venture. The Government is
willing to spend money on every possible nonsensical
thing, but you have to agitate for substantial im-
provements over a very long period before the Gov-

ernment decides to do anything about them. I must
vote against this Resolution,

Mr. VAUGHAN: I will begin on the note on
which my colleague ended, that is in respect of the
Cultural Theatre; none of us would object to the
Government’s proposal to provide money for the
establishment of such a Theatre ang thus produce
dramatists. I hope that the bringing forward of
this Resolution is not a sign of the imminent de-
cadence of the presemt Government; I would sup-
port the expenditure of this $1,000 if it were for
the provision of cricket and football gear for the
Elementary Schools, but this is purely a matter of
bringing glory to an individual. If the sporting
fans who support weightlifting are so desirous of
bringing glory to this colony, certainly they should
be willing to put their hands into their pockets and
support this venture; the Government should have

been the last people to be called upon for assistance

in a matter of this sort. I have my own private belief
in this matter; it is that some colleague of members
of the Government who believes in State patronage
of this form of sport, has asked the Government to
bring down this Resolution and owing to their friend-
ly relations the Government may not have had the

courage to refuse to bring it down, but they would

be glad if it were rejected. (Liaughter).

Sir, I certainly would more agree if the Gov-
ernment had subsidised the artists that took part in
the Passion Play during Holy Week. I would be
more in agreement. I have not said that I would
advocate it, but I would be more in agreement, There
are very instructive documentary films which I have
read of that have not be shown in this colony and I
would give my support if Government thought it
reeessary to purchase these films for distribution so
that they could be shown throughout the various
country districts or loaned to the theatres in Bridge-
town to be shown at cheap prices. As a matter of
faet, I think it is time that Government become
aware of the eduecational value of such documentary
films and adopt it as a policy to buy a few every year
and distribute them to the Mobile Cinema and local
theatres so that they can be shown to the populace.
I would support the expenditure of a few thousand
dollars for the purchase of such films, but certainly
1 cannot promise to support the expenditure of that
amount of money on this kind of thing. I think I
have said enough. 1 vepeat, this resolution is more
te satisfy the whims and desires of some individual
who is ‘‘haughty-taughty’ with the Government
than it is a genuine resolution on the part of the
Government to advertise Barbados.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Chairinan, in a mat-
ter such as this, you hear a lot of things that has no
bearing on the issue. As I have said on a previous
cecasion in this House, I am one of those persons
who think that Government should embark on a
more scientific method of allocating money towards
matters like this. T feel that there should be a Social
Council set up here along the lines as that in Eng-

land by which such a body would be in a position to

advise Government on matters such as this. On an
issue like this, you hear a lo! of views expressed
about what is good for the community and what is
not good for the community. I am aware that the
Government is getting requests from time to time
on matters like this and while I do not disagree with
the granting of certain requests, I do not like grant-
ing them money in this ad hoc manner. I do not
think it is the best thing to do.

The honourable Minister of Social Services
talked about this being no precedent. I agree, but
%rou are drayvmg y(i;lrself into too many precet’ients

y your saying so; because somebody will i
did it for A, you must do it for B. d say if you
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I do not subscribe to the views expressed by the
two honourable members who spoke of cultural or-
ganisations and things pertaining to culture. One
honourable member said he would agree to Govern-
ment giving a subvention for elementary schools to
buy bats and balls and another said he quld more
agree to a subvention being given to the artists who
performed the Passion Play during Holy Week.

Now, I want to say that in my younger years, 1
happened to be a weightlifter, therefore, I feel I am
in a position to say something on this form of sport
and more on this resolution than the honourable
Minister of Social Services who introduced it. Do
not get the idea into your head that a person who in-
dulge; in weightlifting is only using brawn; he ha-
to use his brain also. I can say that indulging in
that activity as a young man has done a lot to steel
rae with the ‘brick-bracks’ I have to face today. Had
{ not indulged in that form of sport I .would be a
weakling. “Mens sana in corpore sano.” It gave
me independence of spirit. .

Sir, I feel that you should not regard this reso-
lution as something you are giving an individual.

. You should not regard it as something you are giv-

ing to Mr. George Nicholls. The insinuation has been
made that this is a resolution which has been brought
down for an individual who is ‘‘haughty-taughty’’
with the Government. I only want to say that I had
no private conversation with the Minister on this
niatter; as a matter of fact, I have no private con-
versations with any Minister of the Government be-
cause I feel that the integrity and honesty of a min-
ister of the Government should be such as to prevent
him from sinking to any low level to ask for support
on matters such as this. I think the youngsver, Mr.
(George Nicholls, hails from St. Peter, the parish
which I have the honour to represent, but his resid-
ing in that parish has nothing to do with my views
cn this matter. As a matter of fact, I know that
some honourable members of the Government would
like to see my representation of that parish-come to
an end.. So far as Mr. George Nicholls is concerned,
it does not matter to me whiech parish- he belongs;
what matters to me is that he is a first-class weight-
lifter and is a bit above the ordinary in
his class. He is in the weight class which I feel,
if he go to the Empire Games in Canada, he will
have the opportunity by his weightlifting to push
this eolony in the foreground.

The honourable Minister of Social Services men-
tioned that this was mno precedent and that the
Government had given its support to ecricket and
other sports. I think the honourable junior member
for Christ Church supported the resolution which

. came down to this House for £5,000 to grant a loan

to the Barbados Cricket Association.

Mr. GODDARD: I rise on a peint of explana-
tion. 'When that resolution came before this House,
T was not a member of this Chamber.

Mr. F. . WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, the
honourable junior member for Christ Church has
denied that. It was my opinion that that resolu-
lution came before this House when he was a
member, but I am sorry that my memory has
failed me; I now reeall to mind that it was on
the occasion when this House passed a resolu-
tion to enable Mr. Ken Farnum to take part
in the Olympiec Games at Finland that the hon-
ourable junior member for Christ Church was a
member of this Chamber. With regard to the
amount of £5,000 which this Government loaned to
the Barbados Cricket Association, I think the Gov-
ernment would be well advised to see to it that the
money ig repaid. There is an element of fact in what
the honourable junior member for St. John said as
regards large sporting associations doing more to

assist in sending overseas persons who take part in
other games than those which those associations
sponsor. What I feel about this matter is that as
there is no federation of sport in this island, the
Government should take this as an occasion to form
what I regard as a Social Council which would be
able to advise Government on the granting of sub-
ventions to send people abroad as on this oceasion
as well as what should be given to other voluntary
organisations.

Sir, weightlifting is not a sport which gets the
support of the public as that of cricket or football;
therefore, the Amateur Weightlifting Association
would not be in a position to have the money to send
this youngster abroad. As I have said, it is my be-
lief that Mr. George Nicholls will bring more to Bar-
bados than what we are giving to send him abroad.
He will be going to Canada and will take part in
weightlifting in the 148-pound class and his lifts in
that class are as good as the records set up in that
respect in the British Empire games. A weightlifter
can lift in his highest form anywhere and I
think it would be a good thing if we pass this
resolution so as to give Mr. Nicholls the honour of
representing Barbados at the British Empire
Games to be held in Canada. I am not saying that
this will be an advertisement for Barbados in the
sense that we will be doing something to adver-
tise Barbados. As a matter of fact, I hold some
strong views on that aspect of the question. It is
well known that business houses are not really very
easy on giving their support to instances of this na-
ture. Since the emergence of a different political
organisation in this island in the last few years, some
business houses feel that they should not be as charit-
able as they used to be and they would not regard
it as worthwhile to contribute, so to speak, to weight-
lifting because they feel that it is not one of the
ropular sports of the island. I think it would be a
pity if Mr. George Nicholls cannot get the oppor-
tunity to weightlift in his class at the next British
Empire Games in Canada. ‘I know he is in a class
with those who have made records -at those games.
He is in a class with the Bgyptians who are the best
weightlifters but they will not be taking part in the
British Empire Games at Vancouver as these are
purely for people from the British territories.
I think we are also fortunate that these
games will be taking place in Canada and
owing to that, we will not have the expense of send-
ing the person any further distance. Sir, now that
we have the opportunity of assisting in sending
someone who is quite qualified to take part in these
games, we should do so. I will sit down on that note.

I may further say, Sir, that while I am support-
ing this resolution, I do not want the Government
to believe that every issue of this nature should be
supported. I am not one of those persons who be-
lieve that this House must do something because
there is precedent. I am not one of those persons
who believe that because this House granted a sub-
vention to Mr. Farnum, and a loan to the Cricket
Association, therefore, if the Basketball Association
wanted a subvention from the Government to send
away some team or if a tennis player wanted help
in circumstances such as this, that we should do so
without discussing the matter thoroughly. What I
think we should do is to urge people who are spon-
soring such sport as this to colleet as much publie
subsecriptions as they can before coming to the Gov-
ernment to ask for a subvention. Like everything
else, T feel that in every avenue of sport or calling,
the support for doing anything pertaining to it
should come from the parficular people concerned.
To give an instance, I believe that the training of

‘someone to carry out the work in a Trade Union
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movement is fundamentally a job for people con- |

nected with the Trade Union to do and not for the
Government to do. When a Union goes to the Gov-
ernment and asks for some subvention to assist it
in the training of some person to carry out some
particular work in the Union, the individual who
benefits from the subvention or the Union itself
would feel that he owes some sort of allegiance to
the Government. 1 support this resolution on the
grounds whieh I have stated. I do believe it is de-
sirable but not because of the reasons which the
honourable Minister mentioned about Government
already giving its support to cricket and other forms
of sport. As I have said, I believe in the Latin
phrase: “Mens sana in corpore sano”’. “A healthy
body, a healthy mind.” _

Mr. CRAWFORD: 8ir, it is difficult not to
‘question the bonafides of the protestations of Gov-
ernment with regard to its desire to advertise the
island abroad.  The introducer of this resolution
claimed that the expenditure of this money in send-
ing Mr. George Nicholls to Canada will be of assist-
ance in advertising Barbados—presumably from the
point of view of tourism. One can only say that it
is regrettable that there were so many other greater
opportunities which the Government had to promote
tourism but failed to take advantage of them and
with regard to this specific instance, I find it diffi-
cult to believe that a Government, which presum-
ably cannot afford to take any space this year at
the British Empire Industries Fair to advertise the
island, can be really serious when it says it wants
to do so,
Government dropped out of the British Empire Ex-
bition which is to bé held in London in May this

ear.
v Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am appealing to the hon-
ourable member to keep to the purpose of this reso-
lution.

Mr. CRAWFORD: That is what I am doing,
Sir. We are told that the purpose of this resolution
is to advertise Barbados.

(A VOICE): That is not true.

Mr. CRAWFORD: What are we sending him
for then, Mr. Chairman? Are we sending him for
a vacational trip? I distinctly heard the honour-
able junior member for St. Thomas say that if Mr.

George Nicholls go to Canada, he will advertise

Barbados. The burning principle in the minds of
the Government is that if we spend this $1,000, we
are not giving Mr. George Nicholls a free plane
trip to Canada, but that the island would benefit
from the publicity which he would get for it. I*
the Government really wanted to advertise this
island abroad, why did it drop out of the British
Colonial Exhibition in London? This colony has not
taken any space at that exhibition. Jamaica has
increased its space at that exhibition, likewise Trini-
dad, and only today, I read in a local newspaper
what a grand success were the colonial stalls at the
exhibition. The article went on to state that within
a few moments after the opening of the exhibition,
people from all parts of the world were making
enquiries about West Indian goods.

Certainly, Sir, if we want to promote Barbados
and to promote what we produce here, and we can

afford to spend money on a weightlifter, we can
afford to take a stall at such an important exhibi-

tion as the British Industries Fair, Sir, when the
Government gives the explanation to this House and
to the public that in bringing down this resolution,
it wants to advertise the island abroad, it should
say why it could not afford to take any space at
the British Empire Exhibition which opened in
Great Britain a few days ago. I am quite willing
to sypport any gesture which would give this island
support abroad, but it does appear to me as if we

1t is common knowledge that the present °

are a penny wise and a pound foolish by our failing
to contribute to certain things of importance and
magnifying out of proportion the importance of
other things. It is for this reason that I began by
questioning the sincerity of the Government in its
anxiety to advertise the island abroad.

On motion of Hon. M. E. Cox, seconded by Hon.
R. G. Mapp, the CHAIRMAN reported progress ‘and
asked for leave for the Committee to sit again.

Mr. DrpuTy SPEAKER resumed the Chair and re-
ported acecordingly.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1
beg to move that this House do now adjourn for
half an hour.

Hon. M. E. Cox seconded the motion which was
agreed to and Mr. Depury SPEAKER adjourned the
House accordingly.

RESUMPTION IN COMMITTEE

On re-assembling,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: On the adjournment
the House was in Committee of Supply.

Mr. Depury SpEAKER left the Chair and the
House resumed in Committee of Supply, Mr. SMmire
being in the Chair.

The question that the resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

On motion of Hon. Dr. CuMmMins, seconded by
Hon. M. E. Cox, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing
of two resolutions in Committee :

Mr. DepUTY SPEAKER resumed the Chair and re-
ported accordingly.

On separate motions of Hon. Dr. CumMINs, sec-
onded by Hon. M. E. Cox in each case, the resolutions
were read a first and second time and agreed to.

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORISE GOVERNOR TO
ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am
asking leave to take Order No. 14 as the next Order
of the Day.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
honourable member. »

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next order of
the day stands in the name of the honourable Premier
to move the passing of the following resolution: A
resolution to authorise the Governor to enter into an
agreement with a person to serve as Director of
Petroleum and Natural Gas.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, ac-
cording to the addendum the Executive Committee
has agreed to the re-engagement of Mr. Garrett,
Director of Petroleum and Natural Gas for a period
of two years and Mr. Garrett is willing to econtinue
at the same salary. I do not think it is necessary to
say this, as I believe I have said it on the floor of this
House already, but Mr. Garrett is one of those per-
sons whom this island is fortunate in getting. Two
Canadians, widely separated from each other, and on
different occasions, have told me that what Mr. Gar-
ret does not know of natural gas, nobody else knows.
This resolution is only a matter of authorising the
Government to re-employ him for the next two years.
I beg to move that the Resolution do now pass.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: T beg to sécond that.

Mr. GODDARD: Sir, we are in agreement with
the renewal of this contract and on the same terms,
but T would like the honourable Premier to answer a
question with respect to matural gas. I have heard
that some gas has been found in the last well that has
been sunk by the Gulf Oil Company and I would like
to know if the honourable Premier has any state-
ment to make as to the quantity of that gas. Needless
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" to say, this House would be glad to hear. This matter

comes under the purview of this Department Head
and for the enlightenment of the publie, a statement
will be very interesting to us and for the reason that
it is known that the pressure of the present gas wells
is going down rather quickly and it has caused some
concern to those who use that gas in large quantities.
They are wondering whether there is the likelihood
of maintaining adequate supplies. If it is possible for
the honourable Premier to give a statement on it,
I would be glad to hear of it. »

Mr. ALLDER: Sir, I am wondering if this
natural gag is sufficiently profitable to the community
for this Government to pay $14,440 per annum to the
person who is administering it. Certainly, it does
look very expensive and more so, when it does appear
as if the oil industry is very uncertain. I am wonder-
ing if it is worthwhile to have such a highly skilied
and paid officer to look after that concern and if
Government cannot look around to see if some local
man would be able to administer natural gas. It does
appear a large sum to pay the person who is admin-
istering this industry which, up to now, has not im-
pressed me that it needs somebody to administer it
at such high cost. I would be glad if any member of
the Government would enlighten me on this matter.
This gentleman was here already for two years and
I presume that Government has seconded some local
officer to him whom I think by now should have gath-
ered a sufficient knowledge of the working of the
industry to take over and manage the concern when
the Director is away. Sir, it does appear costly and
as T have said, from reports which I have been able
to gather, the oil situation is definitely at a low ebb.
‘We must concern ourselves with whether this indus-
try merits our spending this amount of $14,400 per
annum on its director.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: On a point of order, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, we have already voted this sum in
the Annual Estimates. This resolutior: is only asking
the Legislature to give sanction to the re-engagement
of this officer. It is not a question of whether we
should spend this sum on the Director of Natural
Gas that is in the estimates. .

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I know you
will sympathise with honourable members in this
respect. There are 80 many items which are tuecked
away in the Annual Estimates that one cannot see all
of them. On top of that, the estimates are passed en
bloc and they were passed at such an unusual hurry
on this occasion that one found it very difficult to
discuss things which one even noticed. If during the
discussion of the Annual Estimates were a more ap-
propriate occasion, the Government Bench should
have been more tolerant then. I pass on the idea that
Government should consider at some future date the
training of some local officer to take over the admin-
istration of this concern. I feel it is necessary and it
would be a great saving to the colony.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Sir, I too am asking the
same question which was asked by the honourable
junior member for Christ Church. I did see a state-
ment that the pressure of natural gas was declin-
ing and recently another statement that in the last
oil well that was drilled at Turner Hall, a small
deposit of gas was found. I am wondering whether
the Government is keeping this whole problem be-
fore its mind’s eye.

A further question which I would like to ask
is with respeet to reports from this Department of
Government. From the time I have been a member
of this House I have never come across a report
issued by this corporation at all. I would like to
know whether any report was ever made. I under
stand that a report was laid on the table of the
House, but I have not seen any copy at all. If hon-

ourable members are supplied with some report
on this corporation, we might be able to get some
survey as to the future of this whole undertaking.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1
cannot answer the question asked by the honour-
able junior member for Christ Church as well as by
the honourable junior member for St. Luey. Al I
know about the finding of small deposits of natural
gas in the recent oil well sunk by the Gulf Oil Com-
pany is what I read in the Adwvocate. 1t is true that
I do not go to the Advocate for my facts, but pos-
sibly, the Advocate may be right on this oceasion.
I know that there are pessimistic views of natural
gas but I do not think it is as bad as to say that
natural gas is going down fast and the pressure is
not being maintained. As far as any information
officially is econcerned, I had a few chance talks with
Dr. Auer with respect to the drilling operations of
the Gulf Oil Company, but nothing officially has
been put to Government. He did say that they
were trying out a new well. Reading between the
lines, it does look as if he did not discover all that
he would have liked in the last drilling operations.
In a matter of this sort, one has to be extremely
careful. It did not occur to me that there would
have been a question like the one asked. I would
suggest that if honourable members sense these
things, just before coming into the House, they can
give notice to the mover of the resolution that they
want certain information and members of the Gov-
ernment would be glad to get it for them. Frankly,
I did not think I would have been asked what are
the prospects in respeet to natural gas when I intro-
duced this resolution. I would suggest that if the
honourable members want the information, I would
refer it to the minister under whose portfolio the
gquestion comes and probably he can make a state-
ment on the matter at the next meeting of the
House.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I am the minister with the
portfolio under which that question comes. I can:
tell this House that the report which the honour-
able junior member for Christ Church referred
to and which the honourable Premier said
that he saw in the Adwvocate is correct and
that a supply of natural gas has beeen discov-
ered. T may state further that certain nego-
tiations are going on but they cannot be disclosed
at the moment.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, while it
can be said that $1,200 a month is a princely salary,
yet for a man with the capabilities as the Director
of Petroleum and Natural Gas, it is not an extrava-
gant sum. However, I am in no way interested in
the aspirations or the ability of the imported gentle-
man. What I am interested in is: I wonder how
many members of this House or of the public can
say exactly what are the benefits that have acerued
to the community since Mr. Garrett came out here
on contract. Reading the statement published by
the Natural Gas Corporation, as far as I can see, it
is a simple matter of accountancy. If any revolu-
tionary diseoveries or proposals have been made by
the Natural Gas Corporation for the benefit of this
community, that information so far has not been
vouchsafed to the members of this House. We have
the office of the Natural Gas Corporation situated in
the same building as the American Consulate and
along with the Director are a Secretary-Treasurer
and a Typist. I think they prepare an Annual Re-
port, but over and beyond that—it may be a matter
of ignorance on my part—I certainly do mnot
know what benefit the Natural Gas Corporation is
to this community. .

I would like to mention to the honourable
Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour, whe
acknowledges responsibility for this particular de-
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partment that there is no point in discovering one
thousand sources of natural gas in Barbados unless
those sources are going to be utilised to the benefit
of the people of this country and would lessen the
importation of fuel and such commodities as wood
and coal.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the hou-

7 { ourable senior member for St. Thomas has stated
*  that negotiations are going on.

Mr. BARROW : I am not denying that negotia-
tions are going on, Mr. Deputy Speaker, but I, per-
sonally, am worried about the outcome of the
negotiations. If the vesults of the negotiations
would be that the Gulf Oil Company cares to sell to
the Natural Gas Corporation the well in which
deposits of natural gas have been found recently,
and the Natural Gas Corporation in turn sell the
natural gas to the Barbados Gas Company which in,
turn would not sell it to anybody, I connsel honour-
able members to see that those negotiations would
be a waste of time. I counsel the honourable
Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour to see that
we want a certain amount of leadership from the
Natural Gas Corporation in investigating the pos-
sibilities of channeling natural gas and selling the
idea of 1its utilisation amongst all strata of the
community. ,

" It seems to me that now this country which has
a big unemployment problem and which is toying
with the idea of industrial development, must create
an atmosphere of optimism, so secret are the dis-
coveries and the negotiations that are going on
between this Natural Gas Corporation and the Gov-
ernment and other people concerned, that only alarm
and despondency are spread in the community rather
than the necessary atmosphere of optimism which
is the natural prerequisite of industrial expansion.
Not only do we in this country want to know what
is going on in respect to this matter, but I am one
pf those persons with scientific leanings and we
want to know how things can be measured, and the
potential investor in Barbados would like to know
the limit of our resources. I would give a little
illustration. We know that in China at present,
there are no resources of coal and at the present
rate of exploitation, the great coal producing com-
panies have 20,000 years to carry on. It is obvious
that if coal is to be produced longer than that time,
that China is the obvious place for exploitation of
that idea. We know the mineral oil resources of
the neighbouring colony of Trinidad and we would
like to know the potentiality of our supplies of
natural gas. All that we are getting about the mat-
ter is a pessimistic statement from the Government.

There can be only one or two constructions to
draw from that attitude. The first is that the Bar-
bados Gas Company has every reason for not expand-
ing and supplying gas to the people of this colony
and that company can state the question of the un-
certainty of the resources as a subterfuge to escape
its responsibility. The other construetion which is
equally uncharitable is that we are dealing with a
matter to which we are completely ignorant of the
technical knowledge on the particular situation.
These are the two constructions which come readily
to me. There may be other constructions either more
charitable or uncharitable which other honourable
members can put forward.

I am not dealing with Mr. Garrett, the Director
of the Natural Gag Corporation at all. If the
Director get $14,400 per annum for putting out an
Annual Report, that is a matter for the Government ;
I am not saying that he has not the necessary ex-
perience. T would only say that if he has the neces-
sary experience—and I believe he has—either the

terms of reference or the present ineptitude of the
honourable minister dealing with this particular
matter must be preventing a free exercise of the
Director’s expression. We know that the Barbados
Gas Company has not substantially increased its
consumers’ supplies, neither has the Natural Gas
Corporation been able to induce the industries of
this colony to convert from their present fuel supply
to natural gas. As I have said before, one must
feel an atmosphere of optimism rather than pessimism
if one wants the industries of this colony to take
natural gas as their fuel. I hope the next time that
any proposals come before this House relating to
the Natural Gas Corporation that the Government
would be able to give a little more information as
to the activities of the corporation and its subsidiary
bodies; and secondly, that Government would be able
to give us more precise information as to the benefits
of the Natural Gas Corporation to this colony.
The question that the resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE ACQUISITION OF
PART OF TRENTS PLANTATION

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
I am asking leave to take Order No. 15 as the next
order of the day. :

There being no objection, leave was granted the;

honourable member.
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next order of

the day stands in the name of the honourable

Minister of Social Services to move the passing of
the following resolution: Resolution to approve the
compulsory, acquisition of a plot of land, part of
Trents Plantation, St. James, for the site of a Parish
Community Hall and for a playing field for the
parish of St. James.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: In accordance with the
provisions of section 5 of the Land Aecquisition Aet,

1949, this resolution is to approve of the acquisition’

by the Governor-in-Executive Committee of three
and nine-tenths acres of land, part of Trents Plan-
tation. Honourable members will remember that Mr.
Ronald Tree, who comes to Barbados every year for
the past few years, was very interested in the
purchase of an area of land in St. James to serve as
a playing field for the parish and as a matter of
fact, he has contributed the sum of $3,000 to assist
in the purchase of this land. The Vestry of St.
James considers that a part of Trents Plantation is
most suitable for this purpose and has recommended
its acquisition. I think there s some Chancery suit
in connection with the ownership of Trents Plan-
tation, but using the machinery set out in the Land
Acquisition Aect, 1949, the Government is in a posi-
tion to take over the land as soon as possible and tq
hold the money for the payment of it until such time
as the ownership is determined.

Now, Sir, the portion which Government pro-
poses to acquire is next to Trents school and it is
proposed that the school children there will also have
the use of this as an extension to their playing field.
There is a portion of land attached to the school as
a playing field already but it is small. The acquisi-
tion of this portion of land will form an extension
to the school’s playing field and will also serve for
the use of the public. Tt is also proposed that part
of the school will help to form a community hall for
the parish. I have been made to understand that the
site is most desirable on the part of the commmunity
of that parish. T beg to move that the resolution
do now pass. :

Hon. C. E. TALMA : I beg to second that.
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Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Deputy Speaker, this
resolution deals with two things actually. It deals with
the compulsory acquisition of three and nine-tenths
acres of land at Trents, and in the addendum, it is
stated that this land is wanted for a playing field.
When you pass thig resolution, you would not be
able to discuss what appears in the addendum so 1
propose to ask the honourable Minister of Social Ser-
vices if he did not feel it was necessary to say more
about the Community Hall which is proposed for that
centre and how it is to be erected

As the honourable Minister found it necessary to
say something on this community centre, 1 will ask
some pertinent questions so far as Labour Welfare i3
concerned. I cannot say, Mr. Deputy Speaker, what
is the amount of money available for playing fields
and community centres out of the Labour Welfare
Fund, but I know that the Labour Welfare Fund is
used specifically for housing and playing fields. What
1 would like to know is, if the Government is satisfied
that it is offering all the welfare facilities it can offer
out of the Labour Welfare Fund. I amy satisfied in
my mind that to quicken and accelerate the pace of

eater social services of a welfare character to the
people that the Government should embark on: capital
works in some of the country parishes, such as estab-
lishing communal baths and latrines, in order that
the agricultural people of the rural areas ecould make
greater use of such facilities. I know it will be stated

- that establishment of such facilities is a funection

of the Vestries, but it is my view that while such
things form part of the function of Vestries, there is
a portion of money available at the Govern-

ment’s disposal that can be wused for such
social amenities. I regard the provision of
such social amenities as I have mentioned
as in the Dbest interests of the community

and for the reason that many areas up to mow have
no playing fields and community centres, owing to
the fact that many of the Vestries have dilly-dallied
with the question for the past five years without
reaching any decision. Their main exeuse is that

they cannot get suitable land to establish these

playing fields. I feel that in this year of grace,
1954, we should try to do our best to provide these
social amenities in the community so as to rid our-
selves of the primitive state which exists in many
¢f the country districts where hundreds of people are
without any proper latrines ang without the con-
venience for bathing themselves properly. I hope
that more money will be made available out of the
Liabour Welfare Fund for this purpose.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
member asking for the extension of the use of the
Labour Welfare Fund for this purpose? If it is not
used for a particular purpose, I do not think you
can say how it should be used in discussing this
resolution.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Sir, you are aware that
this House ean only question the use of the Labour
Welfare Fund when a resolution comes down
to this House annually with respect to the matter.
The Executive Committee controls that Fund and
spends the money; this House has nothing to do

‘with it.

‘While on this question, I would like to ask the
honourable Minister if it is true that the Government
has purchased land somewhere in St. Michael out
of the Labour Welfare Fund. If that is so, I would
like to say that although it is desirable to buy areas
of land that are rented out in house spots, it is still
a dangerous policy on the part of Government.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hate to interrupt

the honourable member when he is discussing such -

an interesting subject, but has the question any bear-
ing on this resolution?

Mr. F. I.. WALCOTT: This resolution is to
approve of the compulsory acquisition of land at
Trents, St. James, for the purpose of establishing a
playing field and a community centre. The adden-
dum sets out the manner in which the land will be
used for the social facilities. It is not a simple reso-
lution.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 appreciate that.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: While agreeing with the
resolution, I am not in agreement with what has been
made public as regards the purchase of land some-
where in St. Michael by the (Government. I am
quite aware that the Government can purchase any-
thing by means of the Labour Welfare Fund and
then let it be known publicly. It seems to me that
it is a dangerous thing for the Government to buy
land which is rented out in a tenantry and which has
been set up for sale as a going concern, simply be-
cause the tenants some of whom are agricultural
workers, come to Government and state that they
are going to be ejected if it is bought by a private
concern.

In conclusion, I just want to say that the orig-
inal idea with regard to the use of the Labour Wiel-
fare Fund was to allocate $300,000 on things like
the playing fields and community centres. I feel the
time has come when Government can make a review
of that idea. I feel that instead of Government
spending $300,000 on the establishment of a playing
field that it can allocate $150,000 of $200,000 for
the providing of such social amenities as communal
baths and latrines so that the people in the rural
areas can make use of such facilities. I do not agree
to Government giving the money to the Vestries to
provide such amenities; Government can work in
conjunetion with the Vestries in the carrying out of
such programmes.

Mr. ALIDER: I am wondering Mr. Deputy
Speaker, what is the Government’s policy as regards
these playing fields. The Social Welfare Officer, who
is the Government’s spokesman in this case, has said
that agricultural lands must not be used for the pur-
pose of playing fields; therefore, the people of St.
John have to be satisfied with just a small area of
land on which could only be placed a community
hall, because according to the Government spokes-
wan, Government was not buying agricultural land
to be used as a play field; but according to this reso-
lution, (fovernment is going in another parish to
compulsorily acquire three and nine-tenths acres of
agricultural land to establish a playing field and
community centre. Do you know the reason why
there is this difference? It is because the Playing
Field Committee in St. John is comprised of planters
and landowners of that parish who for the past
number of years, have refused to give up any of their
land for the purpose of converting it into a playing
field ; but in the case of the parish of St. James, the
Playing Field Committee which for the most part
is comprised of planters, also, but prompted by the
benevolence of one of the wealthy residents of the
parish, has agreed not to take over any of their
lands but to ask Government to compulsorily acquire
tand which is part of a plantation owned by poor
Barbadian emigrants in Panama. What I am trying
to point out is the diserimination in this matter. If
Trents plantation were owned by a local planter, he
would have put up some objection and that objection
would have been upheld by members of the Playing
Field Committee of St. James. There has been such
objection by planters in other parishes. In St.
Thomas there was a long drawn out battle in the
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acquiring of land for a playing field because the
Playing Field Committee in that parish was aiso
constituted of landowners. I have already men-
tioned that of St. John. In this parish, the wealthy
planters would not even give up grass lands for this
purpose, they saying that the grass lands are just
as important as the lands for growing cames. And
it is because of that statement that Government
made the statement that it was not prepared to buy
agricultural - land to establish playing fields and
owing to that, as I have said, the people of St. John
had to be content with an half an acre on which a
community hall could only be put.

Now, to-day, Sir, several months after that
statement was made by the Government spokesman,
this House is asked to agree to the compulsory ae-
guisition of three and nine-tenths acres of agricul-
tural land from a plantation owned by pauperised
Barbadian emigrants in Panama. This resolution
is before us now, only because the owners of this
land are absent and do not have any amount of in-
fluence in the parish that they hold land. It has
been said that the estates which belong to these peo-
ple have been the subject of some litigation between
themselves and it is to be noted that before the mat-
ter is finalised that the Government is stepping in
to compulsorily acquire part of one of those estates.
I am sure that Government would not have made
any attempt to compulsorily acquire one foot of
Sandy Lane or Blowers or any of the other locally
owned plantations to establish a playing field. This
is nothing else but discrimination. I wonder if
honourable members are going to agree to this act
of discrimination. It is now six or seven years
since the Playing Field Committee of St. James has
been set up. We are told that its members could not
find a spot of land to establish a playing field any-
where in the parish. Now, suddenly, they have de-
cided to use up this land which is owned by these
pauperised Barbadian emigrants for this purpose.
T feel it is wrong for Government to step in and cut
up the land of these poor people.

Another thing, Sir, is that these poor Bar-
badian emigrants are the first body of Barbadian
endigrants who have gone abroad and have incor-
porated themselves into a body to purchase a couple
of plantations im the island of their birth. There
are some who would accuse them because they have
not fully utilised the plantations after they have
purchased them but it must be borne in mind that
they are a people who are unaccustomed to handling
large financial ventures and in their attempt to ac-
quire and run such a large industry, they would
fail in the initial stages. Be that as it may, it does
not mean that Government should do something to
take any part of the land from them. It is known
that many of us own a motor car and before we have
learnt to drive it properly, we have bounced it sev-
eral times. I am asking Government not to inter-
fere with those people’s lands; if Government takes
this aection, it would discourage any bhody of Bar-
badians in the future from investing their money in
lands of this colony. It would be discouragding to
these poor Barbadian emigrants when they hear that
this Socialist Govermment has agreed to cut up their
lands.

Sir, I am not going to support this resolution,
not because I do not want the people in St. James
to have the recreational facilities that are necessary
for them, but because I feel that discrimination has
Peen mixed with the Government’s policy in respect
to the acquisition of playing fields and no one
should encourage the Government in these acts of
diserimination. Sir, if you have a set policy in re-
spect to playing fields, let it be your policy in every

parish, If it were suggested that part of the land
which iy owned by the honourable junior member
tor St. James should be compulsorily bought, I
am sure that it would omly be a suggestion; you
would not, see such a resolution before this honour-
able Chamber,

Mr. BE. K. WALCOTT: But I have no plan-
tation in St. James.

Mr, ALLDER: I thought you were a land-
owner. I would say instead if it were part of the
plantation which is owned by the honourable mem-
ber’s family. (Laughter). Sir, what seems to be
prompting the compulsory acquisition of this land
for a playing field for St. James is because a
philanthropist in that parish has donated a couple
of thousand dollars to be spent towards the estab-
lishment of this playing field and because the Play-
ing Field Committee of that parish has been fooling
with the matter for so long a time, the gentleman
bas threatened to withdraw his promise; therefore,
they are running helter-skelter to acquire this piece
of land and the Government in assisting the Com-
mittee is assisting in an act of diserimination in-
stead of assisting in the safeguarding of the interests
of Barbadian emigrants who are not present to look

_after their interest themselves.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have
been favourably impressed from time to time by the
attitude adopted by the honourable senior member
for St. John on questions which he feels affect the
well being of the poor classes of this community but
on this particular issue, I think that hig impassioned
appeal was wholly misdirected. and I think that can
¢nly spring from a misunderstanding of the nature
of compulsory aecquisition and from a misin-
terpretation of the Government’s motives - in

bringing the resolution which is before us in its

present form. Let me say at once that I had no con-
sultation with the members of the Government on
this matter and may not have risen but for to ask
the two honourable members for St. James, the hon-
ourable senior member being also a representative of
the Vestry of that parish, to tell us what the con-
stituents of that parish think about the matter.

I would like to point out to the honourable
senior member for St, John that very seldom is the
power vested in the Government under the Land
Acquisition Aet to deprive anyone of land which
they want to retain. At the beginning of this de-
bate, I took the opposite view to what the honour
able senior member for St. John expressed. I took
the view that Government by their compulsory ac-
quisition of this land was performing a good service
to the joint-owners of this property whoever they
may be. I do not think that Government can be
accused in this case of treating with any of the
parties whom this land may eoncern nor do I think
it can be said that the Government is depriving the
owners of this property of agricultural land as this
strip of land is far below the quality of land which
is of any economiec productive value. I think if the
honourable senior member for St. John had made
enquiries from either of the representatives of that
parish, he would have been informed that Trents
estate is one of the most unprodmuctive estates in
the island. I very mueh deplore the fact that the
praiseworthy effort of those Barbadian emigrants
in Panama should have fallen on such evil days.
I do not think any one planter would wish ill on
the part of these patriotic Barbadians who went
into this project with good intentions. However.
I have been travelling that part of the island for
many years, and I can say that it is the most barren
part of the northern parishes. It is the only place
along the whole of that northern stretch of road

y
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where you see devil grass growing and flourishing al-
most to the dereliction of the cane plant in the
fieldsy; therefore, in this sense, the Government is
doing a service to the ghareholders of the particular
plantations when it sets about to compulsorily
acquire part of Trents plantation.

Sir, I am glad to see that the area of land which
is proposed to be purchased is adjacent to thé school
at Trents because, obviously, it would be an ad-
vantage to the children who attend that school to
bave a playing field next door to the sechool. Tnere
is only one reservation which I have on this reso-
lution. I have frequently urged the Government
to set up a survey of land utilisation practices in
this colony. It is true to say that the estates be-
longing to this group of people in Panama
have not been managed in the most efficient man-
per, but if the Government had a proper lang util-
isation board, as I have suggested on many occasions,
it would be able to take steps towards the proper
utilisation of all lands so as to get the maximum
productivity from them, In a case like this, Gov-
ernment could step ‘in and get persons who could
manage these estates efficiently to run them and let
the owngrs share in the profits. In so doing, not
only would it be a benefit to the owners of the land
but it would also be a benefit to the community as
a whole. Ag I see it, the total acreage of this island
cannot be increased except by some unforeseen sub-
terranean behaviour and since we of this island are
dependent on agriculture, I would again urge the
Government to study and set up legislation in this
country to make sure that lands which can more
profitably be used in the production of agricultural
crops wonld not be used for such purposes as the
construction of houses or factories or the establish-
ment of playing fields,

Mr. HOLDER: This resolution is to give ap-
proval to the compulsory acquisition of three and
nine-tenths acres of land, part of Trents Plantation,
for the purpose of establishing a playing field and
community centre. I shall begin by saying that the
honourable senior member for St. Jobn is definitely
incorreet when he says that this land is agricultural
land and Government is acting diseriminately in the
purchage of this land. I am a member of the Vestry of
8t. James, but fortunately or unfortunately, I am
not a member of the Playing Field Committee, therg-
fore I am in a position to speak impartially on this
matter. It is true to say that there is a long history
since the Playing Field Committee of St. James set
about to acquire land for playing fields in the parish
but before going into that question briefly, I would
like the honourable senior member for St. John to
be assured that there is no discrimination whatso-
ever in acquiring part of Trents Plantation for a
playing field now that the Committee has decided on

‘that area. Years ago, when that land was owned by

somebody else, part of that plantation was bought to
erect the combined school which is situated there.
Sir, although there are quite a few plantation
owners in St. James, not one of them thought of
giving up any piece of their land for a playing field
until a few years ago when a benevolent gentleman

- who lived on the coast thought it would be a good

thing to provide the parish with a playing ﬁqld.
He did not give money at first. He called a meeting
of some people of the parish and after consultation
with them set aside two acres of his own property
for a playing field for the people of the _parlsl_l. He
also asked that the specifications for the erection of
a pavilion on the land be given him so that he 001.11&
take it to England to have it designed in eonform}ty
with that of hig home, When & subsequent meeting
was held, the gentleman told those present that

his solicitors had advised him that it would not be
right to cut off land from his property for that
purpose but the gentleman’s heart was still in sym-
pathy with the people of the parish having a playing
field and it was then that he donated money for the
purpose. He said that he would give as muech as
would buy three acres of land and he left $3,000 in
the Colonial Seecretary’s Office for the purpose. The
Playing Flield Committee then searched the parish
more vigorously than before for a suitable site for
a playing field. At first, the question of a site at
Holders Hill and another at Sandy Lane came into
the picture but it was thought that the one at Sandy
Lane was too rocky and the one at Holders Hill
wag thought to be too small for the purpose. It
was then decided to purchase a portion of the land
at Trents near to the school for the purpose, but the
difficulty they encountered in this respect wag that
it was owned by Barbadians in Panama and the
land being the subject of a law suit. This was not
the case when the portion on which the school now
stands was bought. I think the Branch family was
the owners of that land at that time, I think this
site at Trents for this playing field is most suitable.
I well remember that during the Coronation festiyi-
ties, a function was held at Trents school pasture
and it proved too small for the children that gath-
ered there. The school with its lovely verandah
could also serve as a pavilion for the playing field.
Again, I would like the honourable senior member
for St. John to eradicate from his mind that any-
one was acting discriminately when they thought
of taking over part of that land at Trents
for: a playing field and that they were only
doing so because Trents plantation happen-
ed to be owned by Barbadians who work-
ed in Panama for the money to buy it. I would
support the honourable genior member for St. George
in his remarks that it ig regrettable that since Trenis
and other such estates in St. James have fallen into
the hands of these Barbadians that the economy of
the parish has gone down.

If the Government buy a portion of the land,
that is helping the Government. I am hoping that this
will be a stepping stone and that this whole planta-
tion will be acquired for the good of the community
and the Island; three quarters of the plantation is
being cultivated by peasants and if the Land Acquiis-
tion Aect has to be put into full foree, it will be used
to a good purpose. I realise that honourable members
will see the need for having thig portion of land for
the good of the community ; this land is along High-
way No. 1; people can stop there when cricket matches
are being played and there is fine sea-bathing,

Mr. WILLIAMS : T have always said that I would
prefer to see the Labour Welfare Fund being used
for ancillary serviceg of people such as housing and
so on, It is a pity that the local bodies have not been
given a sense of direction in this matter; the early
direetion wag along the lines of the establishment of
playing fields, and that direction has been continued.
it is quite natural for it to be said that if one parish
has got a playing field the other parish should havc
one as well; however, I am hoping that the second
phase of direction, assuming that the Labour Wel-
fare Fund: is continued, will be along the lines sug-
gested by the honourable junior member for St.
Peter. 1 do not say that people should not have a
playing field so as to keep their bodies fit, but a
playing field costs a lot of money to keep it in order.
My worry is that in the course of time we may not
get people to keep these playing fields in order and
we may find that we have erected monuments and the
taxpayers’ money will have gone on the other side.
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Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: This is the second!
oceasion on which I have heard the honourable senior
member for St. James say that there is no playing
field in St. James. Many years ago the then hon-
ourable junior member for St. James, Mr. Wilkinson,
atlowed more than three acres of land at Orange Hull
to be used as a playing field. The most populoug part
of the whole of St. James is situated in Qrange Hitl,
Endeavour, Gilkes’ Village and the surrounding dis-
tricts. The reason why the Committee did not con-
sider going up there is because of the fact that
there is a playing field in use up there, and it has
Leen in use long before any other playing ﬁeld was
provided in the island. I1f that were not so, it wowd
- be unwise for the Government not to have gone more
in the hills and less towards the beaches; however,
the beaches in St. James do permit the public to have
free ingress to the sea, and they afford the greatos:
amenities you can have in Barbados.

Tt is all very well to talk about people who gave
money towards the purchase of land, but it was]
not very long ago when somebody rooted out all the
tenants from his land on the west side of St. Jamgs
and gave them a small sum of money to carry their
homes wherever they could carry them, so that he
could have the equivalent of a local park. Apparent-
1y while Mr. Ronald Tree’s heart was moved towards
the purchase of this land, the other gentleman’s
heart was moved towards removing all those
who were tenants and who had no other place to
go. The plantation and factory people had to
use one of their cultivated fields on the eastern
side of the road so as to accommodate these displaced
people; an attempt was made to place these people
on lands belonging to Trents Plantation, but the
parties concerned were not in a position to allow
these people to go on these lands.

No one will disagree that this proposed site is
a good one, although there are many of us who thought
that another site should have been chosen ; we thought
that they would have chosen the site at Sandy Lane
which is next to the Telephone Company’s small
building and which offers wonderful facilities not
werely for community entertainment and athletic
sports, but is also entirely suitable for conversion into
8 playground. In addition to that, what has been said
here both by Mr, Wilkinson and by me is that an
aitempt should be made to purchase that part of
Tand next to Sandy Lane Woods which ig the equiva-
lént of a park for the benefit of the people of this
island ; this site could be used for picnicking and the
other necessary amenities which it would offer to the
people of the island. Be that as it may, the choico
has been made already and I do not think that any-
one would deny that within a limited scope, the
choice is a good one, although the site at Sandy Lane
would offer not merely a good position for a play-
ground for the benefit of the people of St. James,
but also the eqiiivalent of a park for the use of the
rest of the people of the island, particularly those
whose wearisome days are spent within the metro-
politan parish of St. Michael, and it would also
offer the finest sea-bathing in the island.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I have listened very
carefully to the whole debate on thig Resolution. I
understand that the parish of St. James has not yet
had its allocation for playing fields from the Labour
Welfare Fund, and this is the first attempt being

made to purchase some land for this purpose. I think |

the honourable Minister for Social Services hag said
that this gentleman, Mr. Ronaldi Tree, gave $3,000
towards the purchase of land in St. James for the
purpose of a playing field, and this money will be
uvsed together with what the Government will pro-
vide for the establishment of this playing field. T

disagree with much of what the senior member for
St. James hag said, but I also agree with much of what
be has said. I have, on many occasions, mentioned
what the honourable junior member for St. James
Las mentioned; I would remind honourable members
of the policy which has been enunciated by the Gov-
ernment, that is, that you should not use your agri-
cultural land for the establishment of playing fields,
and then let them think of the Government agreeing
to the recommendation of the Social Welfare Officex
of a site for a playing field in St. James as against
the stretch of land from the Telephone Company’s
building down to Sandy Lane. That is rocky land
and if they went before a Court of Arbitratiom they
would be able to buy that land at a cheaper rate than
this land they are now buying. I want to say that
the people who are responsible for this proposal here
ought to be ashamed of themselves; not only would
the establishment of a playing field on this site at
Sandy Lane serve the parish of St. James, but the
parish would derive income because of the proximity
of this site to the metropolitan parish and it would
also be used by other parishes; it would, be a national
recreation centre.

I feel that something went wrong with the St.
James’s Playing Field Committee; if the honourable
senior member for St. James were a member of that
Committee, do you think he would say that this land
should be used for the establishment of a playing
field rather than the level piece of land at Sandy
Lane? But the honourable member is accepting this
site becanse it is better than none at all; if it were
a question of going to St. James and taking. a vote,
1 challenge the honourable member to say that he
would get a large proportion of the people agreeing
that they would prefer this site at Trents than that
jevel portion of land at Sandy Lane. I am suspicious
of something; T have found that the Government is
willing to do something, the various parishes are
asked to set up these Playing Field Committees and
it has been brought to my notice that when a Com-
mittee recommends a site the Social Welfare Officer
would say: “This is not the correct site.”” The Com-
mittee would say: “We are in the parish and we
know what is best”, but as soon as a deecision would
clash with the opinion of some of the Social Welfare
Officer’s friends, she would say: ‘‘This site is not
good enough.”’ '

T will vote for this Resolution, but do not let us
run away with the idea that this $3,000 which Mr.
Ronald Tree hag given will pay for this land; that
sum of money will assist in paying for it. The
majority of the people of St. James live in the hills,
there is a playing field up there and I suppose that
is why the Committee did not look in that area for
the establishment of a playing field. The land which
is used as a playing field, at Orange Hill is, of coursk,
agricultural land and it will continue to be there as
a playing field even although Mr. Wilkinson is not
in the House.

T should like to ask whether it can honestly be
said that the Government is acting in the best in-
terests of the people of St. James in acquiring this
Jand? But the honourablée senior member for St.
James would know that one person would like to have
her way against six or seven others. Can the honour-
able Minister say that the Committee ever recommend-
ed this site along the St. James main highway which
would be easily accessible from every point as a re-
creational centre? I do not say that people should
not build houses at the beaches; but right now you
have to ask people down there for a pass so ag to
get to the beach and I do not see why the Government
should not acquire this stretch of land at Sandy Lane.

At present, people who want to go to the beach have




Y 4, 1954

1017

to go hat in hand and say; “Please, Sir, may I have
a pass to the beach?’’ I say that the Government
should be ashamed to accept this recommendation;
if this is all the Social Welfare Officer can recom-
mend, nobody knows what he is doing. I am wonder
ing if the honourable senior member for St. James
knows what he is doing; it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to buy this land at Sandy Lane and not go up
to Trents.

Some years ago the Anglican Church agked this
House to grant them permission to sell a portion of
land a little past Sandy Lane, and when the Bill was
before the House an honourable member—I think
it was the honourable senior member for St.
John—said that people should not be allowed to pur-
chase this land. I did not agree with that; I agree
that people should be allowed to buy land and
erect luxurious houses, but, at the same time, I do
not agree that they should be allowed to buy all the
land.

Since 1949 the Labour Welfare Fund was
established and I am wondering now that we have
ministerial form of Government and the Minister of
Social Services is responsible for dictating poliey,
whether we will continue to have this clashing with
the Social Welfare Officer. I am submitting that the
Government should acquire a portion of this land on
the beach; I am wondering if, even after we have
passed this Resolution, the Government would dis-
cover from the Playing Field Committee of St. James
whether they had made any investigation as to the
acquisition of this site, and, if necessary, postpone
action on the Resolution and come back with a recom-
mendation for the. purchase of this site at Sandy
Lane,

Hon. Dr. H. G. H CUMMINS: There are one'or
two points to which I want to reply. The honourable
senior member for St. James has already replied to
the honourable senior member for St. John but I
would say that this site wag under investigation for
two years; we were rather hesitant in accepting this
site having regard to the fact that it is arable land.
The hon. junior member for St. James has made
a lot of the site at Sandy Lane, but it is not so easy
to make a playing field there ; we would have to spend
a lot of money to convert that site into a playing field.
The contour of the land would not admit of the con-
version of the land into a playing field unless‘a lot
of money is speént on it. The Committee visited other
sites but they were not suitable and this site was the
only one which was left.

The honourable senior member for St. John was
just talking through his hat; he wants to make peo-
ple believe that because the people who own Trents
are coloured people certain things can happen, where-
as if white people owned it, these things would not
take place. Of course, that could only come from the
honourable member. The  Government sought to ac-
quire land from Mrs. Hanschell compulsorily and
we have acquired ‘‘Enmore’’; 1 only mention that to
show that the Government will aequire land com-
pulsorily from anybody. .

Tt has also been said that the Government would
not acquire any land in St. Thomas; well, the St.
Thomas Committee recommended a site at Content
and the price of land was £500 per acre. The
Government turned down that proposal, firstly, be-
cause the land is arable land and, secondly, because
of the price. T want to assure this House that the
Playing Field Committee of St. James did their best
in the interest of that parish; we visited several sites
and we reluetantly agreed to acquire this site at
Trents.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
wag put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

Te——— — 3]

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: At this stage,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 beg to move that this House
do now adjourn for three quarters of an hour.

Hon. M. E. Cox seconded the motion, which was
agreed to, and Mr. DEPUTY SPEARER adjourned the
House accordingly.

DISCUSSION RE SHIPMENT OF FANCY
MOLASSES IN BULK

On re-assembling,

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
I beg to move the adjournment of the House for five.
minutes in order to debate the Repliey given to my
Questions No. 51. On the 23rd February, 1954, I ask-
ed the Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour:—

1. What is the amount of money collected by
the Government re the shipment of Fancy Molasses
in bulk during 19537

2. How and when doés the Govérnment propose
to implement Section 5, Subsection 5 (a) of the Bar-
bados Faney Molasses Production and Export
{Amendment) Act, 1953, which states: ‘‘Without
prejudice to the generality of sub-section (4) of this
section, Regulations made under this section may
make provision in respect of the following matters:.—-

(a) the securing of alternative employment
for labour displaced by bulk shipment
of fancy molasses”? ,
On the 27th April, 1954, the Government replied
as follows:—

1. The Government does not eollect any money
1 connection with the shipment of Fancy Molasses in
bulk.

Under the provisions of the Barbados Faney
Molasses Production and Export (Amendment) Act,
1953, the Fancy Molasses Control and Marketing
Board has a duty to make a levy on all fancy molasses
produced in Barbados and to pay this into a local
bank for the purposes set out in Section 5 of the Act.
These moneys form a Fund, called the Fancy
Molasses Industry Fund.

In January, 1954, the Barbados Produce Ex-
porters’ Association Ltd., paid into the Fund a sum
of $33,340.16 which represented a portion of the sav-
ings effecteq through bulk shipment in 1953. This
arrangement was voluntarily agreed to by the Associa-
tion before the Act was passed.

2. The Regulations referred to are made by
the Fancy Molasses Control and Marketing Board,
with the approval and sanction of the Governor-in-
Executive Committee. Draft Regulations prepared by
the Board are under consideration by the Govern-~
ment.

Meanwhile, the Government has taken steps to
secure employment for these displaced workers in
certain Government Departmentsy under the Capital
Works Programme. In addition, avenues of alterna-
tive employment abroad are being vigorously ex-
plored.

‘What prompted me to ask these Questions is this:
I was interviewed by a large section of the coopers
and other workers who were dismissed or whose ser-
vices were terminated on the 1st February, 1954,
which can be regarded as Constitution Day. After
certain enquiries which were made at the interview,
I thought it fit to ask the Government about this
matter, and you will pardon me, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
if T reveal to this House certain matters which have
taken place subsequently and which I regard ag being
deplorable. I hope that the “L’’ in ‘‘Minister of
Liabour’’ really means ‘‘Labour’’ and does not refer
to a famous Frenchman named Tiaval whose conduct

» everyone deplored,
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Hon. R. G. MAPP : I must object to the honour-
able member beginning what should be a serious
debate in that manner. This is a matter in which
the honourable member should have uppermost in hig
mind the duty which he owes to the workers and
he should try to approach it on the highest level. 1 am
objecting to the honourable member referring to me
as Liaval; I do not know if he is serious or if it is a
matter of levity on his part.

Mr. F., L. WALCOTT: If the Minister of
Labour ean take his duties so seriously as to tell the
porters and coopers that I am responsible for any
delay in assisting them, then the name ‘‘Laval’’ can
pe applied not only to him but to anybody who would
attempt to do anything like that.

Mr. E. D. MOCITLEY: Laval was an honour-
able man.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: So was Judas.

Mr. F. I.. WALCOTT: So was Ananias. I am
only following the honourable member’s reference to

sople.
pe pHon. R. G. MAPP: ‘As a member of the Board,
if there is any delay in anything, the honourable
member is responsible for it.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am going to show
how false that is. The honourable member gave an
invitation to the coopers to come to his office and see
him and he says that, as a member of the Board I
am responsible for any delay in justice being done
to the coopers. You will remember, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, that when we were dealing with the Es-
timates, the Premier was so anxious to deal with this
matter that I was afraid that his blood pressure
would have risen. I said that a man of his years
should wait until the time comes to deal with the
matter. Well, this is the appropriate occasion on
which we can deal with this matter.

In my first question I asked what is the amount
of money collected by the Government in connection
with the shipment of Fancy Molasses in bulk. In
reply to that question the Government said that it
does mnot collect any money in connection with the
shipment of this molasses in bulk, and further in
the reply the Government says this:

“In January, 1954, the Barbados Produce BEx-
porters’ Association Lid. paid into the Fund a sum
of $33,340.16, which represented a portion of the
savings effected through bulk shipment in 1953.
This arrangement was voluntarily agreed to by the
Association before the Act was passed.””

In truth and in fact the producers could not
‘have paid money into the fund before the Act was
passed because there was no fund into which to pay
the money; therefore the money which was paid in
was paid in to the Government. That is the first
contradiction.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, these questions werc
not asked with any intention of showing wup
anybody, because the Minister of Trade, Industry
and Labour was not a member of the Executive Com-
mittee before; he only became a member of the Ex-
ecutive Committee on the same day on which these
workers were dismissed. My duty was to ask the
Government what funds have been collected through
the shipment of fancy molasses in bulk.  The Prem-
ier attempted to say; ‘‘You are a member of the
Board and you have come to the House and asked
these questions!’”> On the 12th March, 1954, some
days after I asked these questions, I received a letter
from the Minister of Agriculture, Liands and Fish-
eries informing me of my appointment to the Fancy
Molasses Control and Marketing Board and express-
ing regret that I had not been informed of my ap-
pointment to the Board before it appeared in the
‘“Official Gazette:’’

I asked these questions beecause I wanted to
know how much money was available to the Govern-
ment in so far as money collected through the ship-
ment of Fancy Molasses in bulk was concerned. 1
asked these questions on the 23rd February and the
gervices of these coopers and other workers were
terminated on the 1st February. I had informed
the workers that a shipment of Fancy Molasses had
been made and it was agreed that a sum of money
shiould be paid into a Fund so that some use could
be made of it.

To give honourable members a brief history of
this matter, some time in 1950 the Barbados Workers’
Union was approached by Messrs Evelyn Roach &
Co. Litd., who stated that they could sell a shipment
of molasses in Canada, but in order to do that, we
would have to agree to send it by tanker. It was
stated that there was a surplus of molasses and we
agreed to the sale so long as there was no loss of
employment to the coopers. The amount which was
to be sold was in addition to the amount which
would be sold that year; if we were selling three
million gallons of molasses that year we would have
to sell it in the normal channels; but in addition to
that three million gallons we had 250,000 puncheons.
It seemed to us that by agreeing to this sale of
surplus molasses we were not doing any damage
to the workers, despite what some of our opponents

were saying that we were doing something against’

the interest of our workers. Eventually it was
brought to our notice that it was not a surplus of
molasses above what was being sold; therefore it was
a part of the amount which would be sold that year.
After a long discussion we decided that if this molas-
ses was a part of the amount to be sold that year, it
would have some adverse effect on the community
and the people engaged in the industry to send it in
bulk, and therefore it was decided that the shipmeni
should not be made in bulk. At that time Messrs
Evelyn Roach & Co. Litd., agreed that they would have
paid all the workers on the same basis ag if they had
shipped the molasses in puncheons; the coopers
would have been paid on a pro rate basis, the steve-
dores would have been paid on the same basis, so
would the lightermen be paid and therefore, every-
body would have been happy. To us that seemed
to be reasonable, but it proved not to be so.

_ After these disturbing events and the dissue
became a public one, it was felt that a Committee
should be set up to inquire into the matter, and on
the 12th June, 1950, a Committee was set up with
the following terms of reference.

““To enquire into all aspects of the fancy molas-
ses industry of Barbados with particular reference
to production, price, marketing and methods of ex-
port and to make such recommendations as might be
considered necessary to ensure the maintenance and
development of that industry.”’

The compbosition of that Commnittee was as fol-
lows: Sir John Saint (Chairman), the Premier,
and Honouraple J. D. Chandler with Mr. E. A. B.
Deane as Secretary. A part of their recommenda-
tions was submitted to the House, and in the Report
I shall draw attention to what existed befare: There
was the old Fancy Molasses Control and Marketing
Board and in this connection paragraph 28 of the
Report of the Committee says this:

““The Fancy Molasses Control and Marketing
Board established and operated under the Fancy
Molasses Production and Export Act, 1937, controls
the production, price, marketing and export of fancy
miolasses. The Board consists of seven members
with the Director of Agriculture as ex officio Chair-
man. One member is appointed by His Excellency
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the Governor, two members by the Legislative Coun-
¢il and the remaining four by the House of Assem-
bly.”

That was the old Board, and you will remember,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, that this Committee recom-
mended that the constitution of this Board should
be changed and that the powers of the Board should
be increased. Paragraph 112 of the Report of the
Committee says this:

““The Fancy Molasses Control and Marketing

. Board is a most important body and should be truly

representative of all branches of the industry. The
present method of appointing menibers to the Board
is open to eriticism, and we recommend certain
alterations. Wie agree that the Chairman should
continue to be the Director of Agriculture, but con-

-sider that the rest of the Board should be appointed

Ly the Governor-in-Executive Committee and shall

‘include two members of the Sugar Producers’ Asso-

eiation and two members of the Exporters’ Asso-
ciation.”’

This House agreed to that recommendation and
‘“The Board shall consist of the
Director of Agriculture and seven other members

- appointed by the Governor-in-Executive Committee.”’

I was placed on the Board on the recommendation
of the Premier because, as -a member of the
Government, I was ~dealing with Agriculture
and the Minister of Agriculture must have some
association with the Barbados Workers’ Union. The
Premier held the responsibility for the honourable
senior member for Christ Church and myself being
members of the Board, the idea being that, as Labour
members of the Board, you had to agree to what he
wianted. When I became a member of the Board,
the Board never met ang the Minister of Agriculture
will tell you that the first meeting of the Board was
subsequent to the letter of the 12th March. ‘When
the Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour told the
workers that I was responsible for the existing state
of affairs, he knew that the Board had not held any
meeting to deal with the matter, and on the 12th
March the Minister of Agriculture had more control
over the action of the Director of Agriculture, who
is the Chairman of the Board, than any other mem-
ber of the Board. If the Premier or the Minister of
Agriculture were satisfied that this Board should
have met, he could have given directions for this
Board to meet.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, you will remem-
ber the attitude of the Minister of Trade, Industry
and Labour to these questions; you will remember
the slanderous innuendos made by the Minister.
When the Premier tried to answer the questions
during the consideration of the Estimates His
Honour the Speaker had to stop him; I asked these
questions because I was surrounded by people who
enquired into the delay in this matter; but these in-
nuendos are the sort of reward you get from people
with whom you have been associated for all these
years. I was the person who put forward the idea
that any worker who was employed in the sugar in-

 dustry should have what is known as severance pay;

but after you haye done that, after you have pointed
that out to employers all over the country and after
the Secretary of the Barbados Workers’ Union was
called upon to get something done for the workers,
people forget all these things. If it were a question
of malice, I had malice in my heart for the last 10
years because it was a question of looking after the
interests of the workers. Nobody thought of em-
barrassing the: Government at that time; you
were representing the people; but mnowadays

"you are embarrassing the Government. I am saying
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that the Government did collect this money because
the Fund referred to was not in operation,

When I referred to the question of unemploy-
ment during the consideration of the Estimates, I
said what I said merely in passing. All I said was
that the question of unemployment was a serious
one and now the additional laying off of coopers
placed a heavier respomsibility on the Government.
I pointed out subsequently thgt I did not think this
Board, constituted as it is, could do what the Govern-
ment required.

I think I would be failing in my duty if I did
not explain fully to this House the full effect of what
has taken place; I do not want to be a party to any

Bystem which, in my opinion, militates against my

conscience. You cannot harm a man who is on the
right road, because sooner or later justice must
prevail.

One of the recommendations of the Committee
which enquired into the aspects of the Fancy Molas-
ses Industry was that a fund should be created to
provide alternative employment for labour displaced
by bulk shipment. The Board which was set up
shculd be a Board which would be able to deal with
something in the industry and not what is taking
place otherwise. So far as work on the Capital Works
Programme is concerned, there is a broad statement in
the replies to the questions and the honourable Min-
ister for Trade, Industry and Labour will be able to
deal with that. When I was appointed to this Board
1 was not appointed there as a representative of the
Barbados Workers’ Union; the Act only provides for
the appointment of members. It might be that if I
were not a member of the Executive Committee,
somebody from the Barbados Workers’ Union might
have been asked to be a member of the Board; it was
my express wish that when the Bill came down to
the Fouse. representatives of employers and workers
should be placed on thé Board.

It appeared to me that this Board could not
carry out the functions of finding alternative em-
ployment for these displaced workers because the
Board does not possess the means of finding this al-
ternative employment. I pointed out that it did not
seem to me as if the Board was capable of perform-
ing the functions under the Act which had been passed
bv tha Legislature, and subsequent events have
proved that I was right. What I want to bring to
the attention of the House is this; I could see that
the Board could not perform the funetions under the
Act and I felt that it was just a waste of time. I

“therefore wrote a letter to the Minister of Agricul.

ture, Lands and Fisheries tendering my resignation
from the Board.

There are in this House some people who, when
somebody does something which they do not like
are the first people who will try to take off his head,
but not in the case of others. It is true that the
price of sugar has dropped; the price of molasses was
fixed at 60 cents per gallon. There was a weighted
average between two prices; a cent was added for the
cess in Canada and when the price of 76 cents was
quoted the Board did not know how the extra 15 cents
f.o)b. charges were made up. I have been blessed
with as much commonsense as to know that the in-
voice price should have been known by the Board.
When the invoice price was quioted at 76 cents, there
vag intended to be made a levy on behalf of the dis-
placed workers. When certain people do things in
this island they are all right; certain people can be
defended for having committed murder, while other
people will be beheaded for speaking the truth.
With this mess in this affair — I do not want to die
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with any weight on my conscience — I felt 1t
would be necessary for me to allow the Executive
Commiittee to know that I could not continue as a
member of the Board. I tendered my resignation
on the 14th April and I have not received any ac-
knowledgement of the receipt of the letter.

When I asked these questions, the question of

the Board meeting did not arise because the Board

had not held any meeting; the first meeting of the
Board was on the 21st March, and they must have
held about three meetings. From what has been

‘stated in these replies, the Board has found itself in

more difficulty and therefore the Government should

enmlark upon a system where it could give greater

effectiveness to the recommendations of the Commit-
tee which enquired into the Fancy Molasses Industry.

“1f the Board has the power to collect funds for the

purpose of finding alternative employment for these

‘displaced workers, then the Board must be in a posi-
“tion tio do that; unfortunately, the Board has to call
"on the various Government Departments to do it. If
this Board has found this difficulty, just as the Bx--

ecutive Committee controls the Labour Welfare
Tund, it is quite easy for the Goovernor-in-Executive
Committee to control the employment policy. It is

“for that reason, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that T have men-
“1ioned that T do not think the Board could effectively
“carry out those duties. I want to say that people
"who believe in the socialist theory must also believe

in ‘the working out of that theory and be able to

appreciate how it worls; there are those who want’
‘the trappings of the capitalist system anld look to the

masses to keep them up.

I hope that what I have said is enough to show
this honourable House that this is a question which
goes very deep; it touches on more than the ques-
tion of unemployment. Omne of the recommenda-
tions is for advertising. We have been told that there
was the question of sending an envoy to Canada in
order to see if he could make arrangements for
work on behalf of workers who were displaced as
a result of bulk shipment of the industry. It is not
beyond the energy of the Government to enquire
into this aspeet of the question.
because with this system of gradual reduction of

' workers taking place, we have to look to the organi-

sation of the industry to see what is wrong; we
have to look to see if the organisation is serving the
people as a whole or is only serving a few. This is

. not an empty phrase. We cannot believe in social-
“ism unless we can teach ourselves to look at a ques-
tion from all angles, and to examine it from the

roots. ' I am out of the Government and I can speak
as a free man now. What I have been talking about
is something to which I have given careful study
and T do not think any member of the Government
has given as much study to this matter as I and
because of that, I am not apologetic in any way
for anything that I have said. Every member of

" the Government should bear in mind that if he does

not want to hear or answer questions under this

"new set up, he should cease to be a member of the

Government. We will not be doing our jobs if we
look at this honourable House as a place where we
should just come to have something like a little tea
meeting and to say that we all are nice fellows.
All members of parliament must be true and real-
istic and must represent the views of the individuals
who sent them there. If the honourable Minister
of Trade, Industry and Liabour has taken umbrage
at what I have said, he must remember that I took

- umbrage because he had the effrontery to call work-

ers in the industry in his office and tell them that
any delay in their receiving assistance was due to a
delay on my part. That statement was not only

I mention this

slanderous and malicious, but it is not true and the
honourable Minister knows that it is not true.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, at this stage, 1 beg to move
that the motion for the adjournment of this House
be now withdrawn. ’

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Does the honourable mem-
ber want to get away with something that he is
withdrawing the motion without giving anybody
the opportunity to reply?

Mr. F. L., WALCOTT: I do not want to get
away with anything.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
member addressing the Chair? No honourable
member seconding the motion for the adjournment
of the House, the motion is withdrawn.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I second the motion for the
adjournment of the House.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The bhonourable
Minister cannot now second the motion for the
adjournment as I have already ruled that the mo-
tion is withdrawn. I allowed sufficient time before
I ruled. The honourable minister or any other
honourable member could have seconded the motion.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: The honourable junior mem-
ber for St. Peter made certain charges against me
as Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour. I was
waiting to see if any honourable member would
second the motion before I replied, but seeing no
one is desirous of seconding the motion, I now rise
to second the motion. I think the attitude of the
Chair, should be to give me, or should I say any
other honourable member, the opportunity of reply-
ing to statements made against him. It seems very
strange that I am not being given the opportunity
to reply. .

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No honourable
member can withdraw a motion if it is seconded;
but he is at liberty to withdraw it, if it has not been
seconded. I have not the slightest objection against
the honourable minister or any other minister of
the Government replying to any statement made
against him. I gave sufficient time for any honour-
able member to second the motion. I am sorry, but
I have ruled already.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I
beg to move that the Minister of Labour be now
heard to reply to the accusations made against him
by the honourable junior member for St. Peter.

Hon. M. E. Cox seconded the motion.

The question that the honourable Minister of
Labour be now heard was put and resolved in the
affirmative on the declaration of Mr. Deputy Speak-
er. “I. think the ‘Ayes’ have it.” ’

Mr. ALLDER: On a point of order, Mr. Deputy
Sp]faker, I shouted ‘No’, and I want a division
taken.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I distinctly heard
several honourable members saying ‘Aye’ and one
honourable member saying ‘No’. 1 declared the
‘Ayes’ have it. I am not having a division on this
matter because I believe it is just a delaying tactic.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this
is a matter which concerns the welfare of a sub
stantial number of workers who were employed n

an important industry in this island, but the ma-

jority of whom have bécome unemployed as a result
of the bulk shipment of fancy molasses. The fate of
those workers should be taken seriously into con-
stderation by every responsible member of this House
as well as by responsible members of the Govern-
ment. The honourable Minister of Agriculture,
Lands and Fisheries who is a member of the Fancy
Molasses Control and Marketing Board under the Act
which was passed last year by this House, and I have
given long and serious consideration to this question
and it is in that mood that I approach this matter
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‘was the position with regard to the Fancy Molasses
Industry when I took up office as Minister of Lab-

‘molasses and I need not waste the time of the House

‘whole of that question took place before ministerial

‘been set out very clearly in that Act.

‘stituting therefor the following—
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tonight. I do not think that this is a question which ‘
should be approached in a mood of levity or sar-
casm. After listening to the long ‘apologia’ by the
honourable junior member for St. Peter, I think it
is incumbent on the House to listen to the Govern-
ment’s side of the story and give it the serious atten-
tion which it deserves. I am going to reply to the
honourable member in no uncertain manner because
he is deliberately or mistakenly lying on members
of this Government by the accusations he has made
against it in the course of his speech.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1
object to the honourable member’s last remarks that
I am deliberately or mistakenly lying on members
of the Government. The honourable minister is un-
worthy of making that statement. If the honour-
able minister wants this debate to run smoothly,
he will refrain from making such remarks. He cer-
‘tainly will get all the trouble he wants if he proceed
‘to make ‘such remarks. Again I object to those re-
marks by the honourable minister.

Hon R. G. MAPP: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the
honourable member started the trouble from the
time consideration was being given to the Estimates.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I object to that state-
ment also.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: The honourable member
does not seem to understand plain English.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am interrupting
the two honourable members to remind them of
the motion which is before this House. The honour-
able Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour has
been allowed to make a statement in reply to the
accusations which were made against him by the
‘honourable junior member for St. Peter and I am
asking the honourable Minister to put his remarks
in the form of a statement.

. Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am
replying to the charge made against me.
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am asking the
honourable minister to do so in the form of a state-
ment.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Deputy Speaker, what

our? The honourable junior member for St. Peter
went into the history of bulk shipment of fancy

on that question because I think it is well known
by every honourable member of this House. The

system came into being; it was then a fa¥ accompli
‘What we are concerned with today is the effect of
bulk shipment of fancy molasses and the subsequent
events that have taken place since the first ship-
ment was effected.

‘When ministerial system was instituted and I
took office as Minister of Labour, there was on the
Statute Book the Fancy Molasses Production and
‘Export Act, which this House passed last year on
the 11th August. The Fancy Molasses Control and
Marketing Board had been set up under the authority
of that Act and the purposes of that Board have
This. is what
that Act says:—

“Section three of the prmclpal Act is hereby
amended—

(a) by deleting subsection (2) thereof and sub-
‘stituting therefor the following—

“(2) The Board shall consist of the Director
of Agriculture and seven other members
appointed by the Governor-m—Executwe
Committee.”

(b) by deleting subsection (3) thereof and sub-

“(3) The members of the Board appointed by
the Governor-in-Executive Committee
shall hold office for a period of five years
from their appointments:

Provided that—

(a) a member may at any time by notice

in writing to the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee resign his office;

(b) the Governor-in-Executive Committee
may declare the office of any member
vacant on the ground that he is from
any just cause unfit to continue in
office.”

The honourable junior member for St. Peter
had been appointed a member of that Board. He
was appointed a member of that Board whether he
likes to hear that or not. The honourable member
says that on the 12th March last, a letter was writ-
ten him by the Governor-in-Executive Committee
telling him about his appointment to that Board
and he is sheltering behind the statement that he
was only appointed a member of that Board because
he was a member of the Executive Committee.
Throughout the .debate he has been making that
statement. Then the honourable member ends up
by saying that I called workers of the industry
inside of my office and told them that he was re-
sponsible for everything that is happening in the
industry.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I think
the Government has a lot of important matters to
consider and as you can see, some honourable mem-
bers are weary listening to this debate; they are
actually sleeping. Under Private Members’ Busi-
ness, I have an important bill to deal with and I
cannot get any time to do it. The honourable
Minister of Labour has told us nothing new, I move
that this House proceed with Private Members’
Business.

Allow me to say, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that 1
am not getting into any domestic quarrel. I do not
intend to get into any domestic quarrel between
erstwhile members of the Government and present
members; however, I am wondering if any useful
purpose will be served by prolonging this discus-
sion.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Deputy Speaker, when
the workers in the faney molasses industry called
on me, the honourable junior member for St. Peter
had by that time, written statements in the ‘Beacon’
newspaper stating that the Government should not
make pious statements about the displaced workers
in the fancy molasses industry and should do some-
thing positively about the matter. During the dis-
cussion on the Annual Estimates, the honourable
member unfairly said that the Government was do-
ing nothing about these workers. Bear in mind, it
was not simply a matter of the honourable ?em-
ber asking a question; he was saying and implying
that the Government was doing nothing about these
workers.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Wlll you permit me, Mr
Deputy Speaker, just to make an explanation? The
honourable minister referred to what I said during
discussion on the Annual Estimates. The official
report of what I said during debate on the Estim-
ates came out this afternoon. It is abominable that
the honourable Minister of Labour should err like
that. In that debate I did not discuss the workers
in the faney molasses industry more than to say
that the Government should look into the question
of the shipment of fancy molasses in bulk because
more people are going to be unemployed. I said
that this question of unemployment has aggravated
the situation. The honourable minister is wrong
when he said that I said that the Government was
doing nothing about those workers. . ,
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Hon. R. G. MAPP: As I have said, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, the honourable junior member for
St. Peter did say that the Government was doing
nothing about the workers in the industry and wrote
implying that the Minister of Trade, Industry and
Labour, was taking no positive steps to assist those
workers. 1 told the workers when they interviewed
me that the honourable member was a member of the
Fanecy Molasses Board and he must join in any re-
spongibility for delay in framing regulations. If

- the honourable member does not care to accept this

responsibility, he can run from that as he has run
from the Board.
, Now, Sir, the Fancy Molasses Production and
Export Act which was passed by this House last
vear, speecifically states that regulations must be
made by the Board to make provision in respect of
the following matters:—

(a) the securing of alternative employment for
labour displaced by bulk shipment of fancy
molasses; »

(b) the payment of interest and depreciation
on capital involved in providing bulk stor-
age in this Island or elsewhere;

(¢) the fixing of the price of fancy molasses
and any subsequent adjustment in relation
to the price of sugar; :

{d) for preventing fluctuations in the price of
fancy molasses owing to minimum ecrops.

As has been stated specifically in the Act, the

duty devolves on the Board to which the honour-
~ able member was appointed a member for five years
to provide for the securing of alternative employ-
ment for labour displaced by the bulk shipment of
fancy molasses. The honourable member is shelter-
ing under the fact that the Board never met. From
the time I took office, I impressed on the members
of the Board that they must meet and carry out
their duties. I feel that the honourable member
through his position in the Government at that time
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and his official position in the Workers’ Union
should have been an influential member on that |
Board.  He could have anticipated what would have
‘happened when bulk shipment of fancy molasses
came into effect. He could have asked for and got
a meeting of the Board. Sir, did he do it? No.
‘What did he do? He comes later on and infers that
the Government did nothing. What has the Board
done since my coming into office as Minister of Lab-
our? We have made proposals along the lines which
we thought that regulations should be made, and
these draft regulations have been since considered
by the Board. As I have been made to understand,
the Board met again today and adopted those draft
regulations. Those regulations will in the near
future be submitted to the Government for its ap-
progal. Sir, I can say that we are definitely ap-
proaching the stage where we can arrive at some-
thing definite with regard to those workers. That
is the stage we have reached and it has been reached
after about three or four meetings of the Board held
since I took office. Had that been done before the
‘ministerial system eame into being, we should de-
finitely today have been well on the way to getting
something workable and tangible for the interest
of the workers in that industry. Simply to say that
the Board never met, when you yourself are a mem-
‘ber, is not to acecept your responsibility as a member
of that Board. The honourable junior member for
St. Peter was a member of that Board, therefore,
‘he must join in the responsibility.

Now, Sir, the honourable junior member for St.
Peter said that his position on the Board became
untenable after he found out that the equivalent
price of fancy molasses was fixed at 60 cents and-
the Board could not fix a levy as required by the

Act of even one cent to make the price 61 cents. L
will tell the honourable member that the Govern-
ment has insisted that the Board fix the levy as re-
quired by the Aect. The Act specifically says that
a levy must be fixed. The Board cannot now come
back and say that it cannot find any room, or that
the industry cannot make sufficient profit to pay a
levy. ‘

(A VOICE: The Act says ‘‘may fix.”)

The honourable junior member for St. Peter said
sotto voce ‘‘may fix.”’” The honourable member who
pretends to be an authority on most matters is now
preaching about the capitalist system and saying that
we should not perpetuate the capitalist system. Of
course, he has already openly said that members of
the Labour [Party should not preach nationalisation
as that would drive away capital. He said so when
he was a member of the Government, '

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: When did the honour-
able member hear me say any such thing? I do no%
want to say again what I said just now—

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am asking the
honourable junior member for St. Peter to allow
the honourable Minister of Labour to Teply.

Mr. F. . WALCOTT: I have never tried—

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am asking the
honourable junior member for St. Peter to take his
seat.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: The honourable junior

member for St. Peter said softo voce just now ‘‘may’’ -

and not ‘‘shall’”’. The honourable member has taken
so little interest in his respomsibilities as a member
of that Board that he does not even know how the
Act is worded. I will read Section 5, (1) of the Act
which was passed by this House last year so that
this House and the honourable junior member for
ISt. Peter will see how it is worded. It reads as fol-
ows :—

““Notwithstanding the provisions of the
principal Act, there shall be raised on all fancy
molasses produced in the Island during each
erop year a levy at such rate as the Board with
the approval of the Governor-in-Executive Com-
mittee shall fix in respect of each crop year.”’

_ The Act states ‘‘shall be raised’’ not ‘‘may be
ralsed:” The Board must fix a levy so as to make
provision for the schemes which are specifically men-
tioned under sub-section (5) and this Government
has insisted that that section should be carried out
and that this levy must be raised to carry out the
provisions of that sub section and in accordance with
the Act.

(A VOICE: Why did the Executive have to
change it? Why did not the Executive change it
before? )

Hon. R. G. MAPP: The Executive has changed
nothing. Of course I should not take notice of the
honourable member’s sotto voce remarks. The hon-
ourable member was a member of the Board. He
said there were no savings to give effect to the
schemes set out in the Act.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
that is what was told me. In effect what I did say
was that the old guoted invoice price of the exporters
which we received was 76 cents. The honourable
Minister of Labour was not listening to what was said.
The export price has nothing to do with it.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS:  Mr. Deputy Speaker, Are
you going to allow the honourable member to bob up
every two or three minutes?

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I person-
ally feel that no useful purpose will be served in
continuance of this discussion. It has devolved inte
a personal quarrel. I think quite sufficient latitude
hkas been given.
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Hon. R. G. MAPP: I will ask this House not

‘to get confused between the cess and the levy. The

honourable junior member for St. Peter is referring to
the cess as provided by the previous Fancy Molasses
Act but in addition to that Act, we have the 1953
Act. The Act states that a levy shall be raised to assist
coopers and the Government gave this House the as-
surance that the Act must be adhered to and must be

~complied with.

Sir, I feel it is my duty to refute any suggestions

.of dishonesty or inactivity in my Ministry despite

what the honourable junior member for St. Peter may
feel about it. There are some points which were made
by the honourable member which could more appro-

_priately be dealt with by the honourable Minister of

Agriculture who is also a member of the Fancy Mo-
lasses Board. I shall only say in conclusion that as
the replies to the honourable member’s questions have

.stated, the Government is taking active steps to secure

-employment for those displaced workers and it is try-
ing to find work for them mot only in Government
Departments under the-Capital Works Programme but

.also outside of the island. This Government has writ-

ten to Dominica and has asked if there is opportunity
“there for employment of some of these workers. We
are also enquiring from Canada. The honourable
Premier has already said in this House that when
he was in Canada, he was told by an employer that
he would take steps to find out whether he could find
work for some of those displaced workers there. We
are making further enquiries over that matter. This
-Government is seeking all alternative avenues to find
work for these displaced workers. Wherever we be-
“lieve those workers can gain employment we are mak-
‘As has been stated in the replies, the
«GFovernment is taking active steps to secure employ-
~ment. for those displaced workers.

Qo far as assistance from the fund is concerned,
-wd have already stated that it would not be the right
thing to dish out cash to these displaced workers.

"“We have made it a general policy that the fund should

first be used in the securing of alternate employment
rather than giving it out in cash. We have been
making enquiries from.each worker personally. We
have asked them: ‘“What work would you like to
do? “Would you like a little plot of land.so that
‘you can do a little kitchen gardening?’’ Such ques-
tions we are asking them. We will devote the major
part of the funds to securing such alternative means
.of livelihood for those workers. The Labour De-
partment has carried out many investigations into
-this matter with respect to these workers. All of
them have been called in and they have stated what
:alternative means of livelihood they would like-and
-this Government is doing its best to secure such al-
-ternative means of livelihood for them. Sir, this
House can rest assured that in my Ministry and in my
.capacity as Minister of Labour, we will do our best
and all that is in our power to secure employment
-for these workers—and not only these workers but
.all workers. Every day we receive queries from un-
.employed workers. Many workers are coming in and
-saying that they cannot find any work to do, there-

fore, you can realise, Sir, that it is not an easy thing {
- thing of the same question coming up twice. All

to find employment.

(A VOICE: Well give them money.) A

Employers would like us to share out- the money
‘in that way but as I have just said, it is mot our
‘policy to dish it out in that manner. Just as we
‘have regulated the Labour Welfare Fund and have
.ot shared it out, so we are going to regulate this
fund; we -are not going to give it out in cash. We
.are getting all kinds of information from these work-

_.ers. . We are getting their ages and those who can-

-not work any longer or for whom it is difficult to

find alternative employment, we will consider giving
them cash, but for the young and able-bodied men,
we will find, alternative employment. As I have said
lel'eadl}lf, it. is not the best policy to dish out this fund
in cash.

MOTION TO DISCUSS CONDUCT OF FANCY
MOLASSES BOARD

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, L
am moving the adjournment of the House to discuss
the actions and conduet of the Faney Molasses Board
and in doing that, I shall be as brief as possible. I
may say that I shall exercise that degree of self-con-
trol in discussing this matter as I have been endeav-
ouring to do all this afternoon and before. I shall
exercise as much self-control as I can.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would like to
know how long would the motion for the adjourn-
ment be. ]

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I am moving the adjourn-
ment for five minutes. As I was saying Sir, I have
amazed myself at the amount of self-control I have
expr:cised from the first meeting of this House since
ministerial system began and that self-comtrol has
‘been exercised because I think it is in the interest
of the community to exercise it and despite the pro-
vocation which I have had, I am going to exercise
1t tonight also. However, I do not think it would be
in the interest of this community if I allow this Gov-
ernment to be wrongly accused and to let judgment
go by default. I am not so old as to accuse the hon-
ourable junior member for St. Peter of the im-
petuosity of youth. The honourable member is aj
liberty to say all that he has said and what is his
opinion of us. :

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
Premier seems to be dealing with the actions of the
honourable junior member for St. Peter.

Hou. G. H. ADAMS: Sir, the honourable junior
‘member for St. Peter was a member of the Fancy
Mola;sses Board; he has resigned; and I am speaking
of his eonduect as well as the conduct of other mem-
bers of the Board. : _

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot refuse the
motion for the adjournment of the House but the hon-
oura}ble _Premier must understand that if such a
motion is being used to get around the ruling of the
Chair it would be certainly out of order. If the
hoqourable Premier is discussing the conduet and
actions of the Faney Molasses Board, he should stick
to that and nothing which hag been said here tonight
should be the basis of his argument.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Sir, I do unot agree to that.

If {mything has been said tonight in relation to the
action of a member of that Board, surely I am at
liberty to quote it. . '
_ Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All that I am say-
ing is that the honourable Premier is placing me in
an awkward position if he uses this motion to get
around my ruling. :

.Hon. G. H. ADAMS: ' Sir, no question has been
decided to make it wrong or to prevent that matter
being brought up again, - S :

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I did not say any-

that I was saying is that I hope the honourable mem-
ber will confine his remarks to the Fancy Molasses
Control and Marketing Board. I am willing to hear
him on that. As I have said, I think I gave every
latitude and every hint that the question as raised
by the honourable junior member for St. Peter could
have beem seconded for the sake of discussion. Since

- the motion was not seconded, I eannot allow the hon-

-ourable member to get around that motion because
"I feel it would be unfair to myself.- .. -
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Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I have moved a motion
for the adjournment of the House, and every hon-
‘ourable member can speak on my motion for the
adjournment. I eannot do anything to deny any
honourable member from speaking on the motion for
- the adjournment which I have raised. Every honour-

able member who wants to speak on it can do so. [
am not taking any advantage of any honourable mem-
. ber. I can speak on this motion and then any honour-
able member can do so and they can end up this
motion with the discussion on the last pyramid that
was discovered in Bgypt—if Your Honour so allow
them to stray.
' (A VOICE: A Speaker must be impartial; he
must be as much for the Opposition as for the Gov-
ernment). .

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I
have moved the ddjournment of this House for five
minutes to discuss the actions and conduct of the
Fancy Molasses Board and one of my reasoms for
moving this adjournment ig because the honourable
junior member for St. Peter asked questions with
regard to the bulk shipment of Fancy Molasses and
to which the replies were given by the honourable
Minister for Liabour. The honourable junior mefber
"~ for St. Peter diseussed those replies today and from
the Qovernment’s point of view, I am saying that
the Government has been accused by the honourable
member either directly or by insinuation of letting
down certain sections of workers and it is my duty to
defend the Government apart from the honourable

- Minister of Labour who had to answer the spevific !

question. T shall endeavour not to repeat what the
honourable Minister of Labour said. Mr. Deputy
Speaker, all T wish to say is that this Government is
conscious—boastful if you like—that the people of
tais country are solidly behind it and this Government
being eonscious of that can afford to treat with silence
accusations, slanders, and at times sheer abuse that
are hurled against it. If it were a tottering Govern-
ment and on the verge of losing confidence in the
people. it would be necessary to take account of every
single word said against it. But sometimes silence is
taken as weakness—

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am asking the hon-
ourable member when he is going to get down to the
debate on the motion which he has before the House.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: There is no such rule as to
ray when you should finish your preamble. I am going
to respect the Chair and the Chair must in turn
respect all honourable members. I am not abusing any
rule of this House. As I have said, T have moved the
adjournment of the House to discuss the recent con-
duct of the Fancy Molasses Board. I am showing that
because of the recent conduct of the Fancy Molasses
Board of which the honourable junior member for
St. Peter was a member, the Government has been
attacked both direetly and indirectly, and it is my
duty as head of the Government to defend the Gov-
ernment lest silence be taken as weakness. I am not
going over all that the honourable member has said
but this is the position: In 1937, it was found neces-
sary to establish this Fancy Molasses Board. When
this question of bulk shipment of fancy molasses be-
came a burning problem in 1950 or thereabout, it was
felt necessary, as we all know, to send a delegation to
Canada to discover the truth and in order that the
‘Government might know how to handle the impend-
ing trouble if bulk shipment took place. After thc
Fanoy Molasses Delegation returned and reported the
Government stated : ‘“We have not found it necessary
now to prepare for bulk shipment but it is coming.
The Government further said that it was patently

- elear that coopers would be displaced and it therefore
would have to send down Iegislation which would

give it the opportunity of doing something for those
displaced coopers. Well, evidently, we got more and
more adviee from Canada from year to year and it
became obvious last year, which was three years after
the Committee spotted it, that the time had come
when in order to compete with others in the fancy
molasses industry, we had to bulk ship our molasses.

What was the Government doing in the mean-
time, Mr. Deputy Speaker? OT course, the Govern-
ment was preparing for it. It had done nothing posi-
tive by way of legislation, it is true to say, until June
last year but in that month a Bill was introduced
by the honourable junior member for St. Peter to
amend the Fancy Molasses Production and Export
Act of 1937 ag he has told the House. Let me here
eradicate once and for all a statement made by the
honourable junior member for St. Peter. The hon-
ourable member tried to impress the House that he
was put on this Fancy Molasses Board because he
was handling agriculture on the Executive.

(A VOICE: That is a faet, you said so.)

Sir, the honourable junior member for St. Peter
brought in the Fancy Molasses Bill and introduced
it on the 16th June last year. [This is part of the
objects and reasons: ‘‘The Fancy Molasses Control
‘“and Marketing Board is considered an important
““body and should be truly representative of all
‘‘branches of the Industry. The present method of
‘‘appointing members to the Board, viz., one member
““by the Governor, two members by the Legislative
‘“Council and four members by the House of Assem-
““bly, cannot be said to accomplish that purpose and
‘‘is therefore opened to criticism and the Committee
‘‘recommended that seven members (other than the
‘‘Director of Agriculture) of the Board should be ap-
“pointed by the Governor-in-Executive Committee.
““In exercising this power of appointment, it is the
‘““intention of the Governor-in-Executive Committee
‘‘to ensure that representatives of Producers, Ex-
‘‘porters and Workers in the Fancy Molasses Indus-
“‘try should be appointed to the Board and clause 3
‘‘seeks to give effect to this recommendation.”’

When it states that workers in the Fancy Mo-
lasses Industry should be appointed to the Board, it
means that the honourable junior member for St.
Peter as General Secretary of the Workers Union
wag put on the Board in that eapacity. The honourable
member introduced the Bill and he stressed thaf in
his speech on the Bill. This is what he said in his
speech: ‘‘The Government has accepted this recom-
‘“mendation. What sumg should be raised each year
“‘as an additional cess on fancy molasses to be paid
‘““into the Fancy Molasses Industry Fund is given
““further on and then the Committee recommended
““that a Board of this nature should have a repre-
‘‘sentative not only of all the employers but also a
‘‘representative of the workers because it is some-
‘‘thing that is going to affect workers very closely.”’

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is fhe honourable
member reading something from the debates of this
House for this Session? If he is, T must rule that out
of order as the Rules of this House do not permit it.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I know what the honour-
able member said on that occasion from memory. Let
me say that the objects and reasons of that Bill in-
cluded recommendations that not only producers and
exporters but workers in the industry should be puf
on the Fanecy Molasses Board and that is my point
and one which I want this House to bear in mind. If
honourable members read the Official Gazette, they
will see that the honourable junior member for SE.
Peter in his speech on the introduction of this Bill
stressed that the Committee recommended that repre- .
sentatives of the workers should be placed on that
Board because it was something which was going to




*

MAY 4, 1954

1025

affect workers. Now, the honourable member is saying
that he considered himself a member of that Board
because he was a member of the Executive; now that
he is no longer a member of the Executive, he con-
viders himself no longer a member of that Board.
How can the honourable member come to that con-
clusion when the law says that you are appointed a
mcmber of that Board for five years. The honourable
member is running from his job. As Gensral Secre-
tary of the Barbados Workers Union, it is his duty
to be sitting on that Board. Obviously, the Executive
Committee had to appoint someone to represent
workers on that Board and it had to appoint a repre-
sentative of the Barbados Workers Union. The obwi-
ous representative of the Union to be put on that
Board would be the honourable junior member for
St. Peter. Tt therefore can be seen that the honour-
able member is running from his obligation in order
to bolster up his attempted attack on the Govern:-
ment. If the honourable member has any interest in
the workers in his calling as General Secretary of
the Workers Union, he should remain on that Board.
Who can put the case of the workers better than the
honourable member? I can think of no better person
than the honourable member. If the honourable
member wantd a fight, he is going to get it. The
honourable member out of bitter disappointment

that he was not made a minister has resigned from |

that Board. If the honourable member continue to
come into this House and make accusations against
the Government, the Government is going to defend
itself on every occasion. I say again, the honourable
member is letting down the workers if he does not
represent them on that Board. Nobody can repre-
sent them as he can owing to his experience. He has
no right resigning from that Board; how can he help
the workers by resigning? Well, the honourable
member has resigned and will go on resigning.

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the honourable junior
‘member for St. Peter is-only one of the members of
the Fancy Molasses Board it is true to say. The fact
that the Fancy Molasses Board is appointed by the
“(Fovernor-in-Executive Committee is something which
‘would make me hesitate and even stop from attacking
that Board. I shall merely say that if the Fancy
Molasses Board feel that when we enacted the law put-
ting on them the duty to make regulations to provide
alternative employment for displaced workers and
the Board felt that it could not make the regulations
as the Act stated, it was the duty of the Board to
write and say so and to ask Government to amend
the Act. Let me repeat, although The honourable Min-
ister of Labour, since he has taken up office has
written members of that Board and told them to
meet and get on with the job of the Board, he has no
right to tell them that ; he was not obliged to tell them
that; but if we find people neglecting their duty we
can drop them a hint, and in all probability, that is
what the Minister of Labour has dore. T repeat, if
the Fancy Molasses Board felt that it could not really
make recommendations as the Act stated, it was the
duty of the Board to write and say so and to ask us
to amend the Act. That is the main point of what I
am trying to bring to the knowledge of the members
of the Board. I am sorry I have to do it on the floor
of the House. Sir, we know that the Board does not
have any work to give the people, but the Board could
have told the Government that it has a Public Works
Department, employ some of fthe displaced workers
in that Department, or something to that effect. Sir,
-the only point I want to emphasize is, if the Board
.cannot carry out what is stafed in the Aect, let it
_come to the Government and ask Government to take
over that task. Tt is patently clear that because the
*Board-failed to make recommendations that the regu-

lations were not made. If members of that Board,
failed, including the honourable junior member for
St. Peter who was a member of that Board and who

introduced the Bill and who knew of this section in

the Bill ; if he now discovers that the Board could not
act on that section, surely it was his duty to remain on

the Board and get a motion carried by the Board to

draw the attention of the Governor-in-Executive

Committee to the impracticability of Section 5, (5)

of the Act and ask the (Glovernment to come down

with an amendment to that Section.

(A VOICE: Ask the Minister of Agriculture
if I did not do that).

Sir, I am not cursing anybody. I remember when
I, was called to the Bar, the lot of us who passed out
were told not to call a man a foal until he proved
himself to be a fool. I am remembering that advice
tonight. As regards the sum, the honourable Minis-
ter of Agriculture gave an explanation but I would
say that the honourable junior member for St. Peter
was a member of the Executive Committee when the
information was given to the Executive Committee;
the honourable member was a member of the Execu-
tive Committee when the Sugar Producers paid the
money over to that fund.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The honourable member
knows that the Association did not state the amount.
N Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I can read something to
show—

Mr. BARROW : On a point of order, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, I think that the honourable Premier, despite

- his long experience is about to read someéthing which

should be an official secret. I rise to save the honour-
able member from the embarrassment of unthinkingly
divulging executive secrets which T, nor do T think
any honourable member, am not interested in. Let the
honourable Premier go on and give his explanation
but do not let him ecommit a breach of the Official
Secrets Act. T think he forgets himself sometimes,
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, be-

- fore I get somebody like the honourable senior mem-

ber for St. George to tell me how 1 must conduct

i myself, I will go and bury myself first. Every min-

ister who knows his duty and what are Executive
seerets, knows what he can divulge. I have been born
too long to allow these honourable members who
climbed up on the backs of the Labour Party to tell me
how I should act. If they had any honesty, they
would walk out of the Party.

Mr. BARIROW : Sir, I would like the honourable
meinber to tell this House exactly how much money
the Labour Party contributed to my coming into this
House, apart from a bill of $38 which was sent me

from the Beacon for handbills and so on. T was a

student when the honourable Premier asked me to
come over and join the Labour Party.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I have made the mistake,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, assuming that because they
were students, they were qualified by character to be
members of the Barbados Labour Party. It is quite
true that I asked him to join the Party, but he was
not the only student T asked at that time to come and
join the Party; I think T had to implore his colleague
on his left to do the same thing. If they think that
this Government is going to sit down and act like a
stick or a stone while they do as they like, they are
mistaken. T say again, if they have an decency, they
would walk out of the party.

The honourable junior member for St. Peter said
that he was not on the Executive when the sum was
paid in and he did not know what was the amount.
According to a Minute, the question was what was fo
be done with it and I see that the amount was quoted
in three places. The amount there stated is $3,340.60
and the date of that Minute is the 7th January, 1954.
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‘As far as I remember, we did not at that time decide
on the 1st February as the date for inauguration of
ministerial status.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : On the Tth January, I
was not there.

Hon. G: H. ADAMS : I am not pursuing that
point any further. Over and over again, the hon-
ourable junior member for St. Peter makes state
ments which we can disprove by statements in black
and white. The honourable member was in the
House on the 5th January; he was at the meeting of
the Executive on the 7th January; and was in the

‘House on the 12th January; 1 am not sure if he was

at the meeting of the Executive on the Thursday of
that week. It is unfortunate when people in public
life allow pergonal disappointments to make them
mislead the publie, whether intentionally or other-
wise. Here is a member of the Fancy Molasses Board,
and although all the members of the Board were
guilty in not telling the Government that they could
not carry out what was set out in Sectiorx 5 (5) ot
the Aect, he chooses to come here and ask questions
implying that it was the duty of the Government to
do something and the iGovernment did not do any-
thing. Sir, sinece the honourable junior member for
St. Peter has implied that the Government has done
rothing in the matter, the Board has met and has
told the Government something. I may also say that
some of the coopers are quite prepared and willing
to work in the land apart from work of a similar
nature to what they were doing. I am. only showing
that even apart from the fact that the Fancy Mo-
lasses Board did not put up anything until guite re-
cently, the Government was getting statistics with
respect to the situation. v

Sir, one of the points that I have made is that it
was not primarily the duty of the Government to
make provision for the securing of alternative em-
ployment for labour displaced by bulk shipment of
fancy molasses, though it is always the duty of the
Government to see as regards the unemployment in
the island. The Government of itself saw what way
going on in this matter and it began to colleet the
statistical information of how many coopers werz
tnemployed as a result and such other information
as it thought was necessary. The second point which
I made was that the Board later made some recom-
wendations and the Government is now working on
the matter. Sir, I withdraw nothing that I have said,
neither the word nor the spirit in which I have said
it. It is true to say that politicians are at the merey
of the electorate. If members of the Government
have done anything wrong, the electorate will kick
-us out.

Hon. C. E, TALMA : Mr. Deputy Speaker, I

beg to second the motion for the adjournment and

" in so doing, I would first of all give expression to the

unenviable position I occupy in taking part in this
debate in that I happen to be a member of the Fancy

- Molasses Board and am also a member of the Gov-

ernment. I think honourable members will fully
appreciate my position in this matter. I have listen-
ed attentively to the remarks which fell from the lips
of the honourable junior member for St. Peter who
was a member of the Fancy Molasses Board and 1
must say that he gave a true account of the various
things that took place on the Board but from my
point of view, the unfortunate position in this mat-
ter is that the questions by the honourable member to
the Government in respect of the funds paid into the
Fancy Molasses Industry were wrongly timed, be-
cause the onus has always been on the Board and not
on the Government to make provision for the indus-
try and those displaced as'a result of bulk shipment
of fancy molasses. In my view, the honourable junior
pmember for St. Peter, who as I have said was a mem-

; scheme which might be thought fit.

ber of the Board, by asking those questions, in a-

veiled way, apparently, was trying to embarrass
the Government, the honourable member seeming to-
forget that the onus was always on the Board and .
rot on the Government,

I would like to make my position perfectly clear.
In so doing I would like to say that I was asked to-
be a member of the Fancy Molasses Board since Sep--
tember, 1953, and I accepted the invitation; but I
was only asked, my full appointment was not made-
to the Board; in other words, the Governor-in-Exe--
cutive Committee did not actually reply, formally
notifying me that I was appointed to serve on that-
Board. I think that has been the case with most of
those persons who were asked to serve on that Board
and the result has been that the Board constituted
ag it was tentatively, did not function as it should.
funetion. I think that is the whole difficulty. As a
matter of fact, the formal appointments of members.-
to serve on that Board were not made until the 12th
Mareh, 1954. :

In the meanwhile, the money which acerued as-

a result of the saving effected through bulk ship-

ment of fancy molasses was paid into the Fund. The
honourable junior member for St. Peter made refer--
ence to the Price Fixing Committee. The Price Fix--
ing Committee was appointed by Si» John Wadding-
tion, a former Governor, and before the Fancy Mo--
lasses Board held its first meeting on the 22nd
March, the Price Fixing Committee had met and.
fixed the export price at 76 cents per gallom. The-
RPoard was therefore faced with the awkward
position that the export price was fixed before the-
producers price was fixed. We were told that in order
to save the industry and to encourage the production.
of faney molasses as well as to be in a position to-
compete with the free market price, the biggest.
tax that the Board could demand, if we wished
the industry well or to keep alive, was one cent. The-
honourable junior member for St. Peter and myself”
did our best to get something more but met with a
fait accompli. We tried in every way possible to pro-
tect the displaced coopers. The honourable member-
subsequently tendered his resignation and I can tell’
him that he will soon receive a reply to his letter; the
reason for the delay being that the Board desired to-
sit specifically in order to give consideration to his-
letter of resignation and only did so yesterday. I
said that to show the importance which was given to-
the honourable member resigning his position on the:
Board.

.~ Mr. Deputy Speaker, because no regulations.
were drafted nothing could be done although in the
meanwhile money was paid in to the Board. Because:
there were no regulations, the Board could not give:
any assistance to the workers in the industry who-
were laid off, either by doling out money to them, or-
Ly employment schemes, or by granting them assist-
ance to leave the country in search of employment:
or by land settlement schemes, or by any other
Such things ean-
not be put into effect until regulations are drafted’
and approved by the Governor-in-Executive Com-
mittee. The first set of regulations which were-
drafted, did not meet with the approval of the Gov-
ernor-in-Executive Committee because they did mnot:
carry out the objects of the Bill which were passed.
by the Legislature and they were rejected. The result:
has been that a new set of draft regulations have
been suggested by the Government, the honourable
Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour, the Labour-
Commissioner, the Director of Agriculture, the Per-
manent Secretary and a few others including myself.
These are now being put into proper form to be sab-
mitted to the Governor-in-Executive Céommittee and

.
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we hope that they well meet with the approval of the

" Executive.

Sir, it is not right to Llame the Government cv
for anybody to say that the Government is blame-
worthy in this matter. Although I happen to be a
member of the Board and can be said to be occupy-
ing a dual capacity by virtue of being a member of
the Government, yet I do not blame the Government
at all, because the Government was waiting on the
Board and in any case, the paying out of money,

finding employment or any other function in this

matter rests with the Board. It is for such reasons
that I say, the questions by the honourable junior
member for St. Peter were untimely, and asked at
the time they were, they could not serve amy useful
purpose apart from expediting the work of the Fancy
Molasses Board of which the honourable membe:
who asked the questions was a member nimself.
Again, the honourable junior member for St. Peter
by his peculiar position of being a member of that
Board when he asked those questions was only asking
himself, ‘‘why not get ahead and do something for
those unfortunate coopers.”’ Although the questions
were addressed to the honourable Minister of Trade,
Industry and Labour, the honourable member was
only asking himself the questions and not the Gov-
ernment. The honourable Minister found himself
m the unfortunate position in that he happens to
be Minister of Labour, but in truth and fact, he is
not blameworthy at all. I would say that if ihose

questions were asked by me with the purpose of
" attacking the

Government the only person who
would be under fire would be myself, because I han.
pen to be a member of the Government and a mem-
ber of the Board. As I have said, the Government
could not be attacked because the onus is on the
Board. to draft regulations whereby assistance would
be given to those unemployed as a result of bulk
shipment of faney molasses. The drafting of thos2
regulations was not an easy rhatter for the Board,
but now with. the assistance of the Ministry of La-
bour, we have gone into the matter with more con-
crete proposals than before and the position is that
the situation is now well in hand and regulation-
would be submitted to the Governor-in-Executive
Committee soon, and I hope that in the very near
future the Board would be able to earry out its fune-
tions according to the objects of the Act of '953.

Mr. Deputy Speaker in so far ag a levy is con-
cerned, a levy will be raised in compliance ‘with the
Act, because the phraseology of the Act is ‘shall’ and
nrot ‘‘may’’. The Act states: ‘‘there shall be raised’’
....a levy’’; in other words it is ecompulsory or
mandatory to raise a levy and it would be a breach
of the law if there were no levy. I do admit, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, that it is an awkward position to
some extent that the Board has found itself in
through the Price Fixing Committee having fixed the
price of the exporters before the producer’s price
was fixed and I think an amendment to this Aect wili
have to be brought in because if the Price Fixing
Committee can fix the export price before the Fancy
Molasses Board can fix the producers’ price, the
Board will always meet with a fait accompls.

With regard to the question of advertising, that
has always been done; it was done before the intro-
duction of this new Aect. The honourable junior
member for St. Peter made mention of advertising.
As I have said, it was always done but it is done now
on a bigger scale in order to recapture the market.
The Price Fixing Committee dealt with the question
of advertising, but I take it that they always deal
with that question. Sir, though it comes in the recom-
mendation it is not one of the points mentioned un-
der'the new Act and I take it that the reason 13 be-

* c@use it is something that always had to be done. In

conclusion, I will say that the blame for this who'e
matter should be levelled on the Board though not
on any particular member of the Board, but it should
rot by any means be levelled at all on th: Govern:
ment because the onus is on the Board to draft regu-
lations. The onus is on the Board to find employ-
ment for displaced workers in the industry. To
attempt to blame the Government or to put the Gov
ernment on the spot for something which is in the
hand of the Board or of which you are a member

yourself is wrong and should never be attempted. '

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
You have heard the statements which have been
made and it is due time that I be given an oppor-
tunity to say something on this motion. I do not
intend to go over all the graund but the honourable
member who has just spoken will remember that-
this Board met on the 22nd Mareh and my questions
were asked on the 23rd February. The honourable
Minister has got himself tamgled in the events: I
could not have done anything to make the Board
meet because I was an ordinary member of the Board.
What is wrong with any honourable member asking
the Government any question? There is no question
of embarrassing the Government. »

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
member discussing the replies to the questions?

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am saying that the
questions I asked arose out of the dismissal of people;
the matter was not brought to my a’tention until
February-18, I do not know what is wrong with the
Premier, but whatever is wrong with him, it is tragie
Molasses was shipped in 1953 and when 1 made
enquiry as to the amount of money which was paid
in, it was said that money was paid in but nobody
knew what money was paid in: These questions are
not any embarrassment to the Government; these
questions were asked so as to find out how much
money was paid in. If T knew what the amount
was, I would have told the workers; I would not have
had to ask questions to embarrass the Government.

I have in my possession a letter from the Premier
written on the 10th September, 1953; it is one of
the few letters which he haz ever written and signed.
Whenever I die this letter must go down with me,
Three months before Ministerial Status the honour-
able junior member for St. Thomas sat in my home
in the presence of my wife (Noise from the visitors’
gallery).

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Persons who are
in the visitors’ gallery will remember that they are
there on sufferance. They are not at liberty to show
their feelings in one way or the other as to what
takes place.in the House.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The honourable junior
member for St. Thomas heard me say, in the presence
of my wife, that I had no intention of continuing
as a member of the Executive Committee; that was
three months before Ministerial Status came into
being. 'The honourable member told me that it was
not a wise step for me to take. I joined the Party
with a tremendous amount of confidence in both
the honourable junior member for St. Thomas and
the Premier and I have lost confidence in the
Premier. When it is said that I was disappointed
because I was not given a Ministerial post, when T .
decided to remain with the Union, the Premier was the
most surprised man because he wanted to tell the
Governor what I had decided; he said that he was
trying to ring me up for the last nine days so as to
give the Governor an answer. Now the honourable
member, speaking for the benefit of the people in
the gallery, says that I am a disappointed man
because I have not been made a Minister, I would
not divulge the conversation which hé had with the
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four of us on that particular Sunday night becausc
although he has seen fit to create an enemy for me,
I am a man who believes in a Supreme Being: &
will not say what he said about any person in thas
company.

‘When I was in Costa Rica a cable was sent to
me telling me about the arrangements for Ministerial
Status and that the Premier had said that I would be
remaining with the Union. That cable was received
from the Colonial Secretary. I sent back a cable stat-
ing that I would be remaining with the Union. When
all the Premier’s friends were cursing him I organ-
ized something for him at the Airport and now I am
told that I have climbed up on the back of the Labour
Party. That is the sort of reward one gets; if I had
been as faithful to my God as I have been to the
Premier, I would have been better off to-day. I wrote
a memorandum on Ministerial Government setting out
‘my views when there was some hesitation on certain
things ; these fingers will work whether I am a member
of the House or not. I say that honesty must prevail.
Let the Premier ask the honourable junior member
for St. Thomas what he has told him; when he tries
1o establish in the community that I have climbed up
on the back of the Labour Party and that I am dis-
appointed because 1 have not got a Ministerial post, 1
ask him if he has ever caught me in. any hishonous-
able or dishonest act against the Party. All I have
done in the Party is to get personal abuse. I was the
first person to introduce the idea of a production
bonus for the agricultural workers and now I have
introduced the idea of severance pay.

I fought for the honourable senior member for
St. Michael until I was hoarse; now I am told that
I have climbed up on somebody’s back; now I am
told about a coalition with people on the other side.
(Coalition with whom? But although we may have
different political ideologies, that does not prevent
me from having a drink with anybody. At this stage
of my life do you think I would consider any question
of a coalition?

I think I have said enough to vindicate myself.

I asked these questions because 1 felt that it was in !

the interest of people who were dismissed to have
done so. I did not want to sit as a member of a Boalrd
and agree to something which was already a fat
accompli 1 therefore told my Counecil that I
am resigning from the Board. The honouralle
Premier has told many people that I am aggriev-
ed because I am mnot a Minister and he can
continue to tell the people that. I know that that
is mot true, he knows it is not true and there are a
large number of members who stood at the hall of
the Barbados Workers’ Union and heard me make
the bold statement that the Premier was the most
surprised man when he heard of my decision to
remain with the Union. I asked: ““Why don’t you
take these people into your confidence and tell them
who the Ministers are going to be’’? The honourable
Minister for Communications could say nothing be-
cause he might be like Sapphira: the truth sets you at
liberty. I am not the one of whom the Premier says Le
is the laziest person; he has always found me work-
ing and I have been working for the last 20 to 25
years. If he express something and you express
something else you are a stumbling-block to the Lab-
our, Party he cannot live anywhere in the world be-
cause he does not want to deal with a-man who does
not agree with him. o

~Mr. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I made
three attempts to curtail this debate; it is still my
feeling, and it is the feeling of other members of
this House, that no useful purpose was being served
by. this debate; but since a motion for the adjourn-
ment has been made— ’

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
member criticising the Chair for allowing this debate
to continue?

Mr. BARROW: Not at all. I would not
criticise Your Honour of all persons in this House
whose integrity has mever been impeached by any
member at any time. I was only explaining that
far from my wanting to speak in this debate at all,
1 was trying to curtail the debate; but since the
debate has degenerated to personal recrimination,
I feel it is my duty to raise it back to a certain level.
During the course of the debate, the Premier in-
sinuated that I had climbed up on the back of the
Labour Party; the Colonial Office is being fooled
in its conception of the Labour Party because it feels
that the Labour Party is some broad democratic
urganisation in this colony. In 1950 this Manifesto
was written by Your Honour, a member of the House
not now present, myself and the Minister of Com-
munications as Secretary. Certain people in this
community got together because we had a broad area
of agreement as to what was needed for the improve-
ment of the colony; there was the question of the
relief of unemployment and the improvement of the
conditions of the working classes in this ecolony. We
went to the electorate with something which was
cescribed as the Labour Party which I imagined to
be an existing fact at that time; no sooner than the
Labour Party obtained 16 seats in this House, we
were informed by the Premier that if it came to elect-
ing 15 votes from the Labour Party and the hard-
working Civil Servant who is now working in British
*uiana, he would have to choose Sir Alfred Savage’s
opinion every time in preference to the Labour Party.
However, members of my family were the founda-
tion of the Progressive Movement in this colony and I
was obligated because the Labour Party needed a
majority; there has never been any change of heart.
The Labour Party had no subsecriptions and I sub-
mitted that 20% of the salaries of members of the
Party should be put into a fund and that submission
was turned down. When the time of the Elections
came my colleague and I were the only people who
could produce a balance sheet; T was sent a bill for
$38.50 for printing. I was just beginning at the Bar,
I could have been in West Africa, but I came back here
with less than a year’s practice and spent every: cent
out of my own pocket.

On one occasion we got together and decided
that we mmst organize the Party and stop all this
wrangling in the House; a meeting was called in
Queen’s Park and something was done which I did
not understand any human being could do up to
now. The honourable Minister of Social Services
was associated with my uncle in the Labour Move-
ment and it was partly due to his blandishments
and thinking that no group with which the hon-
ourable Minister was associated could be entirely
without morals or principles, that I identified myself
with the Labour Movement. I did not want any
job in the Civil Service because T am tempera-
mentally unfitted for any such job. For the Premier
to tell my friends in the Colonial Office that certain
members of the Party are Communjsts is the height
cf dishonesty. When he discussed me in the Tea
Room at the Church House——

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : I object to the word
l‘;dishonesty” but I will reply to the honourable mem-

er.

Mr. BARROW: He ought to know that any-
thing he tells people in England about me T will
know in seven days. - He cannot tell any Labour
M.P. anything that I cannot know. I challenge the
Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour to 'deny
that up’ to last Friday he wrote an article in the
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¢ Beacon’’, the newspaper in which Your Honcgr
was stopped from writing for your independent
views. That Minister who says that we are forming
a Coalition, has threatened that if we voted against
_@ certain Measure, he still had the ability to write.
‘Wheén it was said that the particular newspaper was
losing $4,000 a month, he said that he never boasted
that he was any business man; that is the type of
individual with whom the Premier has surrounded
himself. He can lose $4,000 a month of the workers’
money because he is not a business man.

_ The honourable Minister has said that the Fancy
Molasses Board has no power to do what the Gov-
ernment could do. As you know, Mr. Deputy
.Speaker, I worked out simple arithmetic when Sir
John Saint, the Premier and the President of the
Other Place went to Canada and came back here.
T said that even if we pensioned every cooper for
life we would still have a margin to play with.
Money has been paid into the Board, that money
has not been spent and they are sheltering behind
technicalities. I am not satisfied with the composi-
tion. of this Board. Sir John Saint is now taking
.away £38,000 in respect of the analysis of sugar at
Edghill; he. is an authority on everything and no
coloured man has any ability at all. The honourable
member will find out that he is raising a hornet’s
nest on the water front.

_ We have been told to get out of the Labour
Party, but there was no Labour Party to be in; we
felt that it was better to go along with an existing
organisation rather than start an organisation. The
Premier is only a latter day Socialist but I have
been a Socialist from birth; I have never praised
“Sir John Simon or Stalin in practically the same
breath. I was born a Socialist and therefore the
Premier should expect certain idiosyncrasies from
“me at least.

The honourable senior member for St. Michael
15 only concerned about creating jobs for his friends
.and that brings the Government into disrespect. I
want to say that people climbed up on my back; I
did not climb up on their backs.
Colonial Office or the Foreign Office to-morrow and
‘get a job and the honourable Premier knows that;
I have not got to bow down and worship them. When
the honourable member was disclosing Executive
secrets I told him that he bad better be careful
because be might soon be swept away from his
_ambition. I have nothing to conceal or anything to
be afraid of; for the eleven years during which I

_._have been out of this coleny, not one penny from any

private firm, the Shipping and Trading Association,
Gardiner Austin or any of them, has gone into my
pocket. I hope Mr. Douglas Smith and others will
-read this debate and if they want chapter and verse
for it, let them ask people in the House of Commons.
I carried banners in 1945 ; T am no latter day Socialist
like the Premier; I told my colleague to-night not to
pay much attention to him because it has been said that
inside his crapnium is like the inside of a pig’s belly
-which has a fatty substance. I repeat; I can go to
the Colonial Office or Foreign Office and get a job
" t0-morrow. '

Mr. WILLIAMS: I am very grateful for what
- this debate has brought about to-night.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would like to
remind the honourable member that the motion
‘before the House is a motion for the adjournment
g0 as to discuss the aetivity of the Fancy Molasses

"Board.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I am speaking on certain of
the remarks which arose out of that motion. I left

* “here some time in 1940 and served in the R.AF. I

“feft there in 1946 and I can say that I was not kept

MAY 4,

I can go to the
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in England at the expense of any Government. 1
have a brother who, despite whatever disagreement
we might have had, we like each other. I want to
say that the Progressive Movement did not start and
end in Barbados; I have been in the Gold Coast
Independence Movement and the Indian Indepen-
dence Movement. As early as 1948 the Minister of
Social Services asked me what my intentions were
and I declared them; I returned to this colony and
was pestered for 214 months about joining the
Labour Party. Since I have joined this Party it 1s
true to say that we have had a Manifesto and when-
ever I exercised my vote in this House I have never
voted against one Socialist principle at all. When
I left the University in London I received letters
from my colleagues and I could have been happy ir
England to-day. I got them to think that I could
leave for the West Indies and I came here in the
interest of my brother. My last remark would be;
““To thine own self be true.”” Honourable members
will know to what I am referring.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The honourable senior
member for St. George has spoken about my calling
people Communists. 1 have never called anybody
in Barbados a Commuuist, I have said that L nhave
never met a live Communist in Barbados. There
were those who flirted with the idea of Communism
but I do not believe that there is a live Communist
in the island; people do not know the ideology of
Communism.

I have never discussed the honourable member
at the Colonial Office. I do not know that there is a
Tea Room at the Church House. I am not prolonging:
eny quarrel and I say that if I am wrong the people of
thig colony should throw all of us out of the House.
God help-those whom the people think are wrong.
I have never discussed Stalin or Sir John Simon in’
this House. - (Mr. BARROW : You said that Stalin
was the greatest man on earth and I disagreed with
you.) One of these days the public will find out-
what I have found out about the honourable mem-
her. I have never said what the honourable mem-
ber has said, but I would be prepared to say what .
a close friend of Sir Winston Churchill has said
and that is that as between President Roosevelt and
Stalin, Stalin was the greater man. '

. It is all immaterial, but I have risen to con-
tradict substantially any suggestion that I have dis-
cussed the name of the honourable senior member
for St. George with anybody. Away back in 1937
the Colonial Office called upon all Colonial Govern-
ments to let them be aware of what was being said
in the Colonial Legislatures. Someone at the Colo-
nial Office would say that he noticed that Mr. So and
So has said such and such a thing in the House and
has taken you up on such and such a point. I would
say ‘“Yes”. That is the only way T have discussed
anything about anybody in the House. But I am
glad that all of this is happening because the pub-
lic will have a chance of judging what the position
is.

I wish to apologize to you, Mr. Deputy Speaker;
you have been placed in a very unfortunate position
and it is fair to apologize to you, because you were
put in such an awkward position that you had to
allow this debate to take place. However, nothing
happens that has not got its good point; at least
the atmgsphere has been cleared and everybody
knows where we stand. I will make a stupid con-
fession: I have found out how easy it is, almost
without a word, to provoke some people who are
opposed to the Government and then get their in-
most thought. I now ask leave to withdraw my
motion.

There being no objection, lgave was granted the
hon. member to withdraw his motion.
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PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
I beg to move that the House do now proceed with
the consideration of Private Members’ Business.

Mr. (GoppARD seconded the motion, which was
agreed to.

VESTRIES (AMENDMENT OF BORROWING
POWER) BILL, 1954 POSTPONED

. Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I ask leave to take Order

No. 21 as the first Order of the Day under this Head.

There being no objection, the hon. mermber was
granted leave.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order of
the Day under this Head stands in the name of the
hon. senior member for the City—To move the secon:
reading of a Bill to amend the Vestries Act, 1911, as
amended by the Act 1948—14.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
The Vestry of St. Michael is at present empowered to
borrow £20,000 under the provisions of the Act and
permission is now being sought to increase that
amount to £50,000. We have found that #£20,000
is, insufficient : it is a question of running the affairs
of the parish until the Estimates are prepared. 1
beg to move that this Bill be now read a second
time.

Mr. GODDARD: I beg to second that.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I am making an appeal
to the honourable senior member for the City: we
have made it a practice, which we are observing,
to discuss matters under “Private Members’ Busi-
ness” in Executive Committee. Sometimes a mis-
take takes place and then it has to be corrected. We
have not yet discussed this matter in Executive
Committee; I promise the honourable senior mem-
ber for the City that we can deal with this matter
next Tuesday and get it out of the way. I there
fore beg to move that the further comsideration of
this Bill be postponed.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I appreciate what the
honourable member has said and I am asking that
this Order and the next three Orders be placed high
on the Order Paper for the next meeting of tac
House.

The question that the further consideration of
this Bill be postponed was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

“ST. GEORGE’S PARISH (BARBADOS) LOAN

BILL, 1954 POSTPONED”

Mr. BARROW: I am asking that Order No.

29 be taken as the next Order of the Day under this
Head. I do not think that the same comsideration
will apply to this Bill as to the other Bill, because

this Bill has been before the House for nine months, .

and every time I try to deal with it the honourable-

senior member for St. Michael objects to its being-
considered. The honourable Leader of the House
has promised that he would give time so that this
Bill could be dealt with today for the benefit of the-
people of St. Gteorge.

Hon. M. E. COX: I did not oppose the Bill; I
never said a word about it. The honourable mem--
ber cannot help that because he is warped. '

Mr. BARROW :
to withdraw that word, or I will invoke the sym-

pathy of other members of this House and ask that -

the honourable member be named. I have made a:

statement of fact that the honourable member hds-
opposed this Bill which will give the people St. George

a bath and latrine. Not one standpipe was installed in

St. George last year; the honourable member wants to -

have all the power to give out jobs and install stand-
pipes.

Mr.
member has taken offence at the use of the word
“warped”; I ask the honourable senior member for:
St. Michael to withdraw it.

Hon. M. E. COX:
Chair and I will do that now.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:
ourable member.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS:
Paper

Mr. BARROW: I am asking that Order No. 29
be taken as the next Order of the Day.

Hon. M. BE. COX: I object. :

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I am appealing to the-
honourable senior member for St. George to take-
our word just as the honourable senior member for-
the City has taken it. Before Ministerial Status.
started I said that we ought to take every Private-
Member’s Bill and go through it; the Honourable-
Leader of the House did promise the honourable-
senior member for St. George that he would give
him an opportunity to deal with this Bill, but it has-
not been gone through. '

Mr. BARROW: I understand that the honour-
able Leader of the House has moved up this Order:
and I am therefore asking leave to withdraw my-
requ'el"sﬁ to %’eal with this Order. .

ere being no objection, leave ed”

the honourable member.J vas grantgd

THE ADJOURNMENT

The Order Paper having been fixed,

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move-
that this House do now adjourn until thig day week:
at 3 o’clock p.m.

Hon M. E. Cox seconded the motion, which was:
agreed to, and Mr. DEruTy SpeAKER adjourned the-
House accordingly.

I ask the honourable member-

DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable-.

I have always obeyed the-
I thank the hon--.f

In fixing the Order
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