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THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

=

SESSION

1953—54

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 6th July, 1954.

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 3 o’clock p.m. to-day.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HusBanps (Speaker),
Hon. Dr. H. G. Cummins, M.D., C.M., Minister of

Social Services), His Honour Mr. A. E. S. Lewis,

(Deputy Speaker), Hon. M. E. Cox, (Minister of
Commaunications, Works and Housing), Hon. R. G.
(Minister of Trade, Industry ana Labour),
Miessrs. F. C. Gooparp, F. E, MiLrEr, J. A. HAYNEs,
B.A, J. C. Mormey, E. St.A. Houper, V. B.
VAUGHAN Hon. C. E. TALMa, (Minister of Agricul-
ture, Lands and Fisheries), Mrs. E. E. BourNE, and

‘Mr. L A. WrLiaums, ILL.B.

* Prayers were read.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting which was held of
the 11th May, 1954, having been circulated, were
taken as read and conﬁrmed

LETTER BY HON. M. E'COX OF RESIGNATION
FROM HOUSING BOARD

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that I have received a letter from the
Miinister of Communications, Works and Housing as
follows :—
3rd July, 1954
Sir, . g .
I have the honour to inform you that I am
desirous of resigning as a member of the Housing

Board, to which I was appointed by the Honourable

the House of Assembly.
2. I would be extremely grateful to have my
res1gn,a.1:10n accepted at once.
.1 am,
Slr,

Your obedient servant, -
M. E. COX.

‘His Honour,

The Speaker,
The House of Assembly.

Industry (Rehabilitation,

i .
of advanecing

PAPERS LAID

By Command of His Excellenoy the Governor
the following papers were laid :—

Hon. M. E. COX: Statement of Post Office
sitd;a.nees for payment of Money Orders to 30th' April,
954

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS for Hon. G.'H.
ADAMS: Report on Development and Welfare in
the West Indies for 1953.

Barbados Colonial Estimates 1954—55.

REPLIES TO QUESTIONS

Hon. H. G. CUMMINS: On behalf of the
Premier, I beg to lay the replies to Questlon No. 46
and asked by the honourable senior member for
St. Lucy.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Government Notices were given as follows :—
Hon. C. E. TALMA ;- Bill to amend the {Sugar
Price Stabilization and
Labour Welfare) Act, 1947.

Hon. C. BE. TALMA: Bill to amend the Sugar
and Fancy Molasses Production and. Export Control
Act, 1940.

Hon. Dr."H. G. CUMMINS: On behalf of ﬁhe
Premfier: Bill to consolidate the Liaws of this Islangd
relating to the Representation of the People.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Of my intention to move
for the suspemsion of Rules 88 and 89 in order fto

; deal with the two Bills of which' I have just given
{ notice.

" - QUESTIONS
Mr. V. B. VAUGHAN: To enquire of the Minis-
ter of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries.
(1) Is Government aware that the Agricultural

Tenantry of Rosegate fin St. John is now set up for
sale?

(2) Will Government consider the advisability
Credit through the Agency of the
Peasants’ Loan Bank, so ag to enable the tenant Cul.
tivators of Rosegate in the Parish of St. John; ‘bo
become owners of the plots they now rent.
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BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On motions of Hon. C. E. TALma, seconded by
Hon. M. E. Cox in each case, the following Bills were
read g first time . —

Bill to amend the Sugar Industry (Rehabfilita-
tion, Price Stabilization and Labour Welfare) Act,
1947.

Bill to amend the Sugar and Faney Motasses
Production and Export Control Aet, 1940.

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H. G CUMMINS, sec-
onded by Hon. M. E. Cox, the Bill to consolidate
the laws of this Island relating to the Representation
of the People, was read a first time.

Mr. VAueHAN entered the House and took his
seat.

SUSPENSION OF RULES 88 AND 89

Hon. C. B, TALMA: = AMr. Speaker,—1 beg to
n:ove that Rules 88 and 89 be now suspended in order
tc deal with the two Bills of which I have just given
notice.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker—This is the second
oceasion on which I have received through the post.
Resolutions and Bills to be dealt with by this House at
‘the next meeting; a day or so before. 1 draw to Your
Honour’s attention that there are mot circulated
ith your permisdion,—at least that is not written on
them. 1 do feel that if members receive things like
tbis which are not before the House as yet, 1 think
out. of eourtesy hon. members should be informed
that these matters are eireulated by Your Henour’s
permission. The further courtesy should also be
paid to say that the particular Minister,—in this
case it is the Miniister of Agriculture,—intends to
proceed with the Resolution or Bill at the next medt-
ing of the House. At least hon. members should
know that. There is nothing here to indicate that the
hon. Minister is going to deal with these Bills to-day.
The courtesy of sending these Bills out is not safficient.

T say Sir, when I receive a matter like this I
should know first of all whether it is eirculated with
your permission, and whether it is a mistake that
wiag made by the Chief Secretary’s Office or by your
Office. At least the hon. Minister who wants to
deal with these matters should say that it is hig inten-
tion to deal with them at a meeting of the House to
be held on such a date.

The question that Rules 88 and 89 be now sus-
pended was put and resolved fn the affirmative
without division.

Mr. SPEAKER: For the benefit of the Hon.
junior member for the City I can assure him that T
did grant that permission, and I take note of what
he has said..

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

On the motion of Hon. Dr. CuMmixs, seconded
by Hon. M. E. Cox the House went into Committee
of Supply Mr. Smrra being im the Chair,

Supplementary Estimate 1854—55 Ne. 11

Hon. M. E. COX : Mr. Chairmean : This resolution
for the sum of $405 is for the purchase of a Water Mill
and  overhauling and painting same; the purchase
of a lawn mower, and of a roller at the Bay Estate.
This Water Mill belongs at present to the Wanderers
Crieket. :«Club, which has vacated theé site scme time
agb. After vacating this site the Club offered Gov-
erhment this- Mill.* The Mill has been inspected by

the: Colonial Engineer and he has reported very

favourably upon it. As I have said this resolutiom
seekg to get the appropriate amount to pay for the
Mill and to purchase the other items therein men-

| tioned. I do not think it is neeessa,ly to say mach
" more in view of the fact that the addendum explains
the matter quite fully. 1 therefore, beg to move thdt
this resolution do now pass.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : I beg to second that.

Mr. GODDARD: Sir, this resolution is for a very
small matter and a very small sum is involved. I
would bowever like to ask that when this lawn mower
1s handed over to the Committee that the Housing
board Authority would keep some control over it.
What has happened to the Deacon’s Road Club which
the people used in a small way? 1 was there at the
opening of that pavilion and I thought it was a very
admirable suggestion on the parc or the Housing
Board to provide playing fields in such densely pop-
ulated areas. I think it is something to be encour-
aged where ever possible. The playing field at the
Bay Istate is even a very much enlarged scheme than
the playing field provided for the Belfield and
Deacon’s Road areas.-The Wanderers ground, as we
know dt, is better and bigger. However, we know
that with Committees in Barbados when they operate
_on their own without some sort of supervision, they
operate without any special concern for the property
of Government. '[his resolution is only for the
sum of $405 but I do hope that the Committee or the
residents in that area would take care of Govern-
ment’s equipment, and see to it that everything is
kept in shape. These voluntary comniittees are to be
encouraged. I will go a little further by asking that
a pavilion be erected on that site for the use of the
reople. T am not asking for a Community Centre.
I mean some-little Clulr House where the people can
gather after playing their games, in reasonable com-
fort. Cricket is our international game and it takes
a thatter of hourg or days to firlish a gamre.- There
is always a lunch period and a téy period durin "th'e
game; and if the people are to follow the tradit
of cricket in its true form, where thé players s1t and
take lunch and tea together they would reqiire a
pavilion. The pavilion forms a club house where they
can pass a post mortem on the day’s play. 1 would
have been happy if Government had asked for a suffi-
eient sum: to provide a small club house at the same
time provision was made for this fund. I throw it
cut to Government. I am not a member of the Hous-
ing Board, but if Government wanted to feel out the
desires of the House on that aspect of the question
I think the House would willingly agree to having
a farther sum voted for that purpose.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I am very happy to see
the Hon. Minister of Communieations introduce this
resolution because there have been some fears that
the historic Wanderers ground which has been asso-
ciated with Barbados Cricket for almost a century
would come to direleet and not put to any proper
use. T am very happy to see that Government desires
to use it as a playing field for the residents in that
area.

Like the hon. junior member for Christ Church,
and T think all hon. members are of the same opinion,
T entertain that fear for the upkeep of the equipment.
A cricket ground takes a lot of expense, and I do not
think that Government can pay out money for the
upkeep of a cricket ground in that area all the year
round. Therefors, I do think it' would be a- good
thing to foster the community spirit. However, I
would like to see whether the Housing Board could
co-opt. some prominent member in these areas who
would be able to give these people a sense of direction
along with the ‘know-how’ of how to get these things
managed properly. Speaking from my expenence of
the Princess Alice Playing Field which is kept in a
good condition at times, one wonders where the money
! comes from to keep it in that condition. Yet, at
¢ times one still feels that there are one or two th:mgs
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which could be done here and there. 1 de¢ hope that
the Government will follow the suggestions of the
hon. junior member for Christ Church. It 18 not
culy a question of getting active people in the Com-
munity. who would see that the grounds and equip-
ment are well kept,

Mr. ALLDgrIv: Mr. Chairman, a resoiution such
as thig is very desirable, because it is for one of those
social needs which are long overdue. rlowever, i
rctice that the only parish where you get every pos-
sible thing is St, Michael—mot that 1 feel that the
people of St. Michael should not be given what they
deserve. Waat | would like to know is this, in view
of the fact that you are giving to the people of St.
Michael all the playing fields they require and attach-
ing to them every ‘‘tooth pick’’,—don’t the Govern-
ment think that it is time to force the hands of the
Playing Field Committees in the other parishes so
ae to make them get on with the job? Certainly, it
is time for Government to do something in this mat-
ter, because we do know that the people whe com-
prise these Playing Fields Committees are not par-
ticularly interested in the welfare of the people with-
in their areas. It is a well known fact thwt members
of these Committees do not want to release any of
their land to accommodate the setting up of these
playing fields s0 that these playing fields may be of
use to the people. Having a goeod department of
Public Works which is staffed with effieient men, T
do think it is necessary that future playing fields be
bought by Gevernment and put in order by it. Com-
munity Centres showld also be construeted om these
fields. QGertainly, Captain Tomlin and his men can
undertake that work. If Government had shouldered
the responsibility of acquiring the land for these

already. But having left it to the planters.and
others in. the various p:rishes, these people disre-
garded the needs of the people, Government just
have to wait on those people until there are ready
to sell a bit of rab land or a small bit of other land.
Government knows that these Playing Pields Com-
mittees are not going to work expeditiously. There-
fore, I am suggesting that the playing fields which
have been acquired already and which are now under
the control of the parochial authorities, Government
take them over, and run them through the Social Wel-
fare department, and that when future playing fields
and Community Centres are acquired that Govern-
ment itself construct the Community Centres and
put the fields in order.

As I said, in view of the fact that you have a
Public Wiorks Department capably staffed, work
has been turned out there in a very short time as
compared  with before. Therefore the only thing
to do is to go ahead and seek out your spots, acquire
them and turn the Public Werks Department on the |
job. St. Michael has been very fortunate because
some of the areas which are now converted into
playing fields have been in some respect owned by
the Government, or the owners were willing to sell
and the Government stepped. in at the oppertune
time, In other cases the managers or owners would
say, ‘‘T do not care whether the people have a play-
ing field or not; I am not selling vou any of this
land.”’ In such cases, it is the Government’s business
to come in and say ‘‘T want such and such an area,
have. it surveyed and valued, ang start the work. In
such cases if you want such an area have it surveyed
and valued. and start the works. That is the only

way. in which the existing inconvenienee from which.
many. of the people are suffering in these areas will |
be removed. There is no use spending thousands

of pounds in laying down playing fields and erect-
Mg comuunity centres ror waomsoever will To comme
in ang abuse their use. 1 believe that every com-
munity Centre should have a groundsman or a
watchman. there is a Community Centre which is
about to be finished in my area. ‘That site is a nice
bit of land, but just to build on it and leave it there
where it can be abused is a waste of money. L agree
with the honourable junior member for Christ Church
that sports in these areas need to be organized, and .
from that point of view I think the Social Welfare
Department should have officers whose duty it should
be to go around the districts and find out what games
the people are mostly interested in and organize such
games because there is a lack of proper leadership,
and sometimes these games can turn out to be very
undesiratle. I feel it is time that something should
be done, because when people from the rural areas
come to the metropolitan parishes and notice that in
partly every other district there is the prowision of
a. playing field they will become dissatisfied and
wonder 1f their areas are forgoetten. 1 hope .that
the Hon. Minister forr Communieations and Works

‘hag heard the statements which 1 have made sud
he will take them up:in the proper guarters. We
:should not wait untit these Playing Fields Commit-
itees in the outlying parishes think that: they cam.
‘make a_start; As we are constituted now, ttee Gov-
rernment: shonld undertake all: these things.. It is
ia waste of time to leawve them to e managed by the

Vestries, in view of the fact that quite goonm they
may not be any Vestries.

Mr. BRYAN: 1 want to commend the Hous-
ing Board for the decision they have taken in wre-

‘taining this part of the Bay Estate es-a playing
field for:the use of the people im:that area. At the

same time I would like to eongratulate the Govern-

ment for bringing down this Resolution te puwehase

@ watermill and tank for the use of this playing

field. Every one would agree that in an area of this-
density a playing field is almost a necessity, at least

to provide heaithy recreation for the residents of

this area;—but I notice that no prevision has been

made in this Resolution for a pavilion.. It steikes:
me that with the area which is to be used and ths

number of games to be played here, a pavilion is

also an absolute necessity for this playing fietd.

In this area we see more houses going up daily
and I am sure that by now the Housing Board has
evidence of the short sighted policy they have adopted
when they provided ‘that little shed such gs the one
provided in the Deacon’s Road area. It has no
dressing reom and no other neeessities. In this -
area the Community Centre should be provided with
&ll the things which are necessary to make an ideal
pavilion in every sense of the word.

I want to ask the Government whether they
have mnot yet considered erecting a pavilion in
that area, to set about doing it at onee. We hawve
this Colenial Engineer who has been praised by
every member of this House for the fine work which -
he is doing. T am surc that if he is given a chance
he wouald ereet this pavilion for us in no time, and
one whiech would be worthy of the fine work which
the .Gowernment have already done in that area.

Mr. MILLER: The vrice of $250 as payment
for this' Water Mill comvplete with tank and so on.
seems to be verv reasonable: hut T am not satisfied
that there is anv saving to be made as against the
use of water from Government supplies. Although the
price of $2604 for the MiN which would include the
equipment ete., is reasonable; the oversil mainten-
ance must obviously he hicher. T would suggest that
the Mill be removed immediately and the. Govern-
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ment find some other use for it. I feel sure that
there is no saving to be made by the use of tnis
Water Mill. I would suggest tnat the Minister
responsible for this activity should take up the mat-
ter with the proper authority and let them examine
the cost, and be convinced that there is no saving to
be made, taking the cost of the Mill today, as
against the price of $250.

What I am dealing with is a question of the
saving of water, thinking in terms of this Miil
as against the use of the Jovernment water. 1 pe-
lieve that the playing field would be better served
and you would be creating a saving for the taxpayers
by the use of the Government’s water.

Hon. M. E. COX: I want to thank the Hon.
Leader of the Opposition and the hon. junior mem-
ber for St. Lucy for the timely advice they have given
in so far as the care of these items are concermed.
‘We all appreciate the fact that there are some peo-
ple who will say no doubt, that these things belong
to the Government and we need not take care of
them as we would take care of our own, because the
money. is not coming out of our poeckets. I want to
assure hon. members that the Housing Board un-
der the capable administration of the Manager-
Secretary will see to it that this plant and equipment
are kept in perfect order. In so far as the Mill
is concerned, the Colonial Engineer will take care
of that. A point has been made in respect of the
pavilions. - Well, we all appreciate that some sort
of pavilion should be provided for these people and
honourable members should recall that the Hon.
Premier has said on more than one occasion
that wherever it is possible to use a school as
a pavilion provision would be made to do so.

The Government is now considering the ques-
tion of removing Bay Street Boys’ School to the
area in question. Of course as you know that will
come to the House in due time, and it will be a
matter for the House whether it cares to agree with
it or not. If the House agree, the Government will
see to it that the School is erected on this site and
be used as a pavilion, therefore that will effect a
substantial saving. While I am on this point, 1
would like to say that the honourable junior mem-
ber for St. Michael, my colleague, has referred to
the little shed at Deacons Road. I think I am: cor-
rect in saying when it was first decided to erect
that shed, a Resolution came to this House as well
as a plan of that Shed and honourable members
would remember at that time the honourable mem-
ber did not draw what he is now criticising to the
attention to the Government, neither did he eriti-
¢ize Government for not making provision along the
lines he now suggests. The honourable senior mem-
ber for St. John in his usual manner has given the
indication that more concentration is made on St.
Michael than other parishes, but he has answered
the question very ably by admitting that so far as
playing fields are concerned, in the majority of
cases Government had already owmed the land. As
far as T remember there are only two lots of land
which have been purchased by Government for
rlaying fields; one at Hothersal Turning where the
hon. member resides. As a matter of fact the hon-
ourable member can step out of his back door into
the pavilion. and that plaving field almost borders
the parish of St. George. The next vlaving field is
wituated at Carrineton’s Village. Those are the
only * two pieces’ of land which are nurchased in
St. Michael for plaving fields. T would like to sav
that, in so far as the other parishes are concerned,
especiallv the parish which the honourable member
represents, it is a question of getting the land; and

the honourable member realises how difficult it is

. for (GGovernment to get people to agree to sell their

land for this purpose, and if they do agree they
sell it at very exorbitant prices. However I am
sure that some land has been purchased in St. John
to erect a community centre thereon. I do not know
how far the matter has progressed, but money was
allocated by Government. I think the sum is about
eighteen thousand dollars. The same thing ap-
plies to St. Lucy. A sum of money was allocated
to buy a piece of land at a place called Lowlands.
I do not think work has been started on that playing
field yet, but I hope something would soon be done.
It is noped that the Public Works Department would
erect a pavilion on that site. There are also playing
fields and pavilions in Christ Church and in St.
Andrew. So honourable members would see that it
is not correct to say that Government is concentrating
on St. Michael, and not on the other parishes. This
playing field of which mention is made in this
Resolution was rented by Wanderers Cricket Clubj;
and as everybody knows it was the feeling of the
people in and out of that area. that the area rented
Ly the Wanderers Cricket Club should remain as a
playing field. In view of the fact that this Water
Mill is on the site already, and as I have said before,
the Colonial Engineer thinks it is a good buy, the
Government is asking this House to agree to the sum
of $405 to purchase it as well as a lawn mower and
roller.

I would like to assure the honourable senior
member for St. John that the Vestry of St. John has
the right to ask for allocations for playing fields and
so forth. If that Vestry asks for a lawn mower and
roller to be included in the amount provided for
playing fields, I would like to assure him that these
things would. also be given,

Sir, I do want the honourable member and to
imfake the mistake in thinking that everything is
done for the metropolitan area and not for other
parishes. The Government considers even the par-
iishes of St. John and St. Philip in similar lines as
the parish of St. Michael. I think I have answered
all the questions.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr, Chairman, when the
honourable senior member for St. Michael who is
the Minister to do with these particular matters says
even the parishes of St. Philip and St. John are con-
sidered in similar lines as the parish of St. Michael
by the Government, I am sure he might have men-
tioned all the parishes leaving out only the parish
of St. Michael. Since Your Honour has permitted
him that latitude which you so graciously extend
to all of us, T would say it is not only a fact that

the metropolitan parish is more favourably treated,— -

as to the extent and number of amenities which the
Government gives,—but it is also favourably treated
by the speed in which things are done for that parish.
The honourable member said that the Public Works
Department has in hand the same provisions for the
district of Lowlands in St. Lucy. That ig like the
Deep-water Harbour scheme; one does not want to
hear of it, one wants to see something taking shape.
The same thing applies to the playing field at
Rockfield. T understand that there was some diffi-
culty in getting the title straightened out and on
the last occasion when the Social Welfare Officer
went on long leave, I understood that the file with
that matter was. misplaced somewhere, whether in
the baggage which went to England with her or in
some pigeon hole of GQovernment, T do not know.
Anyhow it was not until the lons leave had ended
that those papers were found. But whatever are
the reasons for these delays outside of St. Michael,
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1 must let the honourable member appreciate that
.other provisions should begin to take shape in other
parishes. Now that the Government has the matter
in hand and is able to do these things more economi-
-cally, having their own Public Works Department,

I hope they will pursue this matter with greater
speed. I hope to see long before next election

time, a pavilion erected in the Lowlands distriet.
When a site was. originally proposed at Colleton
to serve as a playing field for the people of that
distriet, the Social Welfare Officer said that however
mauch the people like that site yet the owner, Mr.
:Skinner, would fight to the last to prevent that site
falling into the hands of the people; thus she recom-
‘mended the Rockfield site in order to get something

.done, and that is how the Playing Field Committee

agreed to this present site. I may say, since then,
we are sorry we did not stick to the Colleton site.
We still feel that the Colleton site is more cemtral
-and ideally situated for the people in the districts
of Josey Hill and Pie Corner. Anyhow, half loaf
lis better than none, so let that half loaf be given
«guickly. Let the Hon. Minister call up the Colon-
ial Engineer tomorrow morning and say that there
is a complaint about the starting of the Playing
field at Lowlands, St. Lucy, and let us look forward
to results.

Mr. LEWIS: I have listened very carefully to
the suggestions that Government should erect a shed
on this playing field. I too would counsel Govern-
ment not to buy the equipment withcut having some
sort of housing for it. Government has no right to
buy the lawn mower without having some housing
for it. However, I would like to say that T am glad
“the Housing Board decided to leave this area an
open spot to be used as a playing field, although my
reasons are not sentimental. If the area could
better be used for housing than a playing field and
the Housing Board had so decided, I would have
been equally ag glad,

The question that the resolution be now passed
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On motion of Hon. M. E. Cox, seconded by Hon.
C¢. E. TaLma, Mr. Chairman veported the passing
-of the resolution in Committee,

Mr. SpeakER resumed the Chair, and reported
-accordingly.

On separate motions of Hon. M. E. Cox second-
-ed by Hon. C. E. TaLMa, the resolution was read a
first and second time and agreed to.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,—I
ask leave to take charge of Order No. 2 standing in
the name of the the Hon. Premier. ]

There being no objection, leave was granted
-the honourable member.

CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT ORDER NO. 7

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
-therefore stands in the name of the honourable
_junior member for St. Thomas:—To move the pass-
‘ing of the following Resolution:—Resolution to ap-
prove the Order entitled to Civil. Establishment
(General) (Amendment) No. 7 Order, 1954.

Hon, Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,—

“This Order is mainly in respect of the changes iin the

titles as a result of the introduction of Ministerial
‘Status. The title ‘“Colonial Secretary’’ is changed

“to ¢“Chief Secretary,”’ and as honourable members

-will see there are other chances in titles in respect
of the various Government Departments from the
“Post Office down to the Airport. All these changes
sare set out in the Schedule to the Order as honour-

| since 1949.

able members will see.
Resplution do now pass.
Hon. M. E, COX:

I beg to move that thig

I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: 1 am appealing to the Govern-
ment again. I have done so on each occasion on
which the Government have brought down theser
Orders. In the same way as they are bringing down
a Bill to Consolidate the Laws of this island relating
tc the Representation of the people can they not
get somebody to collect the various Civil Establish-
ment, Orders and do likewise? This is the seventh
month of the year 1954 and we have seven amend-
‘ments in respect of the Civil Establishment Order
alone. No member of this House can take up these
Orders and say whether they are deleting any of
thkem or whether they are deleting something which
kas not been in the Order. You cannot check the
salaries in respect of the Orders in existence, and
I am wondering if there is any member of the Gov-
ernment who has a file to which he ean refer and see,
that these things are done properly. He cannot do
it. I repeat that we have seven amending Orders
The position appears to be in a hopeless
mess and somebody must have written up an Order.
fcr himself so that he can see what is what.

It is time that we get one Civil Establishment
Order for all these things. Such an Order should
be brought down and passed so that honourable mems-
bers can see what has happened up to this time.
After all, the laws of this island have to be consoli-
dated at some time or other. You do not see the
various Regulations but the Liaws are published every
year, and these Orders have been in existence since
1949. Let somebody in the Civil Service say ‘‘This
is the Civil Establishment Order today.”” You
would have to.take numbers of papers and delete
this and that before you can say what this House
kas passed.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

HIGHWAYS OF ST JOSEPH

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
stands in the name of the honourable senior member
for St. Michael :—to move the second reading of a
Bill to amend the Department of nghways and-
Transport Act, 1954,

Notice of thls Bill waa given on and it was read’

a first time the 29th June, 1954.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker :—This Blll seeks
to amend the Highway and Transport Act to place
the parish roads of St. Joseph under the control of
the Highways and Transport Department. The
““Objects and Reasong state this:—

‘““The Government has been advised that the
problems encountered in maintaining the highways
of the parish of St. Andrew are similar to those
presented by the highways of the neighbouring parish
of St. Joseph.

At present, the maintenance of all highways in
the parish of St. Andrew 1s the responsibility of the
Department of Highways and Transport which for
this purpose has acquired certain items of speeial
plant and equipment for carrying out ‘the specialised
forms of construction. that are necessary.

By taking over the highways of St. Joseph and.
and so making available for the maintenance of
those highways the equipment used for the like
purpose in the parish of St. Andrew, it is anticipated
that, the highways of St. Joseph will be more efficient-.
1y maintained.”’

This Bill though simple in its structure may be
a very controversial one. For years tha Highway
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Commissioners of the Parish of St, Joseph have been
cumplaming that the grant glv.eﬁ taent py the Gov-
ernment, in spite of the taxes they collect 1 the parish,
was not sufticient to keep the roads wynder tneir
gontrol in perfeet order. Grants have been made trom
‘time to time in.normal circumstances, and also 1n
extraordinary circumstances which for the most part
applies -to flooding and so on; but as I have already
said the roads in that parish have not been satisfac-
torily maintained. Some time ago the Highway
Commissioners requested the Government to give
larger sums for the construction and maintenance of
these roads. After a thorough investigation was
made, the Director of Highways gnd Transport
expressed to the Government the view that if these
roads were done by his department the cost would
be® approximately the same but the work would be
of a very much higher standard, in view of the fact
that all the technical equipment which is necessary for
constructing = these roads ig at present owned and
kept by the Department of Highways and Transport.

That did not meet with the approbation of one

or two of the members. One honourable member :

expressed the view that it was immaterial to him
whether the Government. was made responsible for
the maintenance of the road or not, so long as they
were maintained. The others held a view that if
the Commissioners were given larger subsidies they
would be able to keep the roads in order, Acting on
the technieal advice of the Department of Highways
& Transport. the Government decided that it is in
the interest of the island on g whole, and iof 'St.
Joseph in particular,  that these roads
taken over, and maintained, The present position
of the Highway Commissioners wak revealed in a
financial statement which they made. It was made
clear that the Government was willing to take over
the liability so far as the pensions and so on were
eoncerned ; and aftér a very lengthy discussion with
the Highway Commissioners of St. Joseph it was
pointed out that the Government was prepared to
take over all. the employees. The question was
asked, ‘“What about taking over the rock blasters?’’
Tt was agreed to take them over. The female worker
was-also brought in -and it was also agreed that she
would be also employed by the Government.

As T wag saying 8ir, I was very much surprised
to see that after the assurance given to the Highway

Commissioners of St. Joseph, Mr. Allan Cox and Mr.:
ITutson, (but more particularly Mr. Cox,) used as

.an. argument to maintain the old set up, that it
would be a question of people being displaced. I
am gure that when Mr. Cox was putting forward such
26 an argument, he had a eopy of the minutes of a
n.eeting which took place in the Premier’s office. Tt
is for hon. members and the public to say whether
his was an honest or dishonest statement. As I have
said, it wag agreed that all liabilities and assets
stould be taken over just as when the Central Road
Board took over from the St. Michael Highway Com-
missioners, and when the Department of Highways
and Transport took over from the Centrnl Road
Board. The same thing happened when the roads
of St. Andrew and 8f: Lucey were placed under the
responsibility and care of the Department of High-
ways and Transport. Sir, the Government proposes
to do likewfse in this case. :

I want to completely erase from the minds of
hon. members or the publie, that any single individual
will suffer as a result of Government taking over the
roads in St. Joseph. But of course there may be
some chances: and T say that. after hearino some.
thing unofficially from a particular individual whose,

should be |

/

" roads

taking over these roads. There are at present 26

; tailes of roads in that parish maintained by the High-

way Commissioners. As hon. mempers would know
these rvads pose the same proolem as those in St.
Andrew. No aoubt, hon. members would agree that
in respect to the present Director of Highways and
Transport, he has made a very good job of the roads
in St. Andrew. Lakes Bridge which used to be
washed away whenever there was heavy rainfall fm
that parish, hag stood up to the test last year; and I
have no doubt that it would stand up to any test
in the future. At no time last year were the
in St. Andrew impassable, as was the
case in former years, up to 1952 when there wag a
different Director of that Department. We are con-
vinced Mr. Speaker, that it is in the interest of the
community to have these roads placed under the care
of the Department of Highways and Transport, and
thiis Bill seeks to give the authority to implement that
view. I am hoping that hon. members of this House
who have an interest in that parish and who have
had an experience of the conditions of these roads
will express their point of view. 1 .beg to move that
this Bill be now read a second time.

" Mr. SMITH : I beg to second that. I do so with
a certain amount of joy and a certain amount of
sorrow. I am joyful to see that Government
has done one of the best day’s work that
it has ever done since 1 know it,
over these roads; and I am Sorrowful because the
Highway Commissioners of St. Joseph have given
Government cause to force the power of control of
those roads out of their hands. Years ago, the hon.
junior member for St. Andrew and myself practically
kad to fight the Commissioners of Highways of St.
Jiokeph fist to fist, in order to get them (through the
financial position of the parish) to apply to Govern-
ment for an annual grant to upkeep those roads rather
than having to go year after year, and month after
month with a hat in hand begging for a grant every
time the rain sets up in that parish. (Cheers). This
parish, as hon. members know, suffers from land slides
after heavy rainfalls. The grant which Government
allows to this parish for the upkeep of roads was
always inadequate. The Commissioners would always
Le asking m> to do my best by way of asking Gov-
ernment to grant them that small amount of money
early, and'T would always tell them that so long as
they were not in a position to maintain those roads
to'give them up to the Government, just as the ad-
Joining parish of St. Andrew had done a few years
ago. There was a time when the Commissioners of
Highways of St. Andrew could only muster as much
funds to payv for plans. T am sure that after the Com-
wissioners of that parish had paid the Bill for those
plans there was not a cent left to pay for the repair
of the roads. (Cheers). And the Ccmmissioners of
St. Andrew said, that the only thing for them to do
was to call Government to their assistance. Sir, the
hon. junior member for St. Andrew and myself have
been continually hammering it into the ears of the
Commissioners of Highways of St. Joseph to agree to
the Government taking over the roads of that parish,
but they would never agree. They kept on saying,
“Tf you can get Government to give us the money
we would do the job.”” T have asked them on one
oceasion whether, as family men, they were not in a
position to feed their children and someone had asked
te allow them to suppeort their children, if they would
not give the children up instead of allowing thiem to
suffer. If T were in that position T would give them
up even though it might be with a heavy heart. Why
keep them starving when you can give them to a

wishes may not be the best. Anvhow, I do feel |stranger who isin a better position to keep them in an

that no one would suffer as a result of Government ' enjovable atmosphere?

(Cheers). The hon. junior

by tfaking

- e
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1y to’ralée a loan - to ‘buy a road roller and’
crusher. - What would they do whth ity It must
rust, Llaughter) That is how the Commlsslonerq of
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member for St. Andrew and myself also told them
that should they consider giving up the roads and we
would see that justice 1s done so 1ar as the workers
are concerned. We told them that, because they are
alway§ saying that the workers wouid suffer. In
faet that was one of their main excuses. In reply
1 would say to them, ‘‘How on earth could the work-
ers suffer when I am a lLabourite.?” (Cheers) * How
could representatiives of the parish sit by and allow
Government to take advantage of the parochial Work-
ers ‘of their parish?”’ (Cheers).

Another thing, Sir.
ways and Transport do:s not employ female workers.
As a general rule it oitly €mploys one female worker
per gang. But the Commissioners of Highways of
s3t. Joseph employ for the most part female workers.
1 also pI‘OHllSed them to see that the female workers
which they employed would also get employment The
Hon. Minister of Communications has given the, as-
suranee that the female workers of that pa‘fish would
still be provided with work. The hon. junior memher
for St.. Andrew would bear me out in saying that
owing to the way in which the Commissioners of
Highways of St. Joseph run their affairs, at the end
of September and October all the money for roads
is expended, and as a result they can keep the work-
ers in employment no longer. They always have to
finish work very early: owing to the fact that the
money which they receive from the Government is
inadequate as well as the Highways tax which they
collect is often not enough. They do not have enough
r:oney to carry on throughout the year, yet they are
still asking the Legislature to allow them to borrow

$19,000 to buy a road roller and stone erusher. Mr. -

Speaker, just faney that they do net have the money
to maintain the roads but they are asking for authori-
stone

Highwa it ‘their, affairs. ~ There are three. members
cf-that goard ‘and’the other day one of them reported
itt and asked the Chalrman to’ put off méetings unti]
he' @ot better. M. Speakér, he is the governor, and
becatisd he i sick he sénds and asks the othiérs not to
hold meetings until he gets ‘petter.
bets form & Board tvo can make a quortim. Sir,that

is one of the things which you always meet "with,

inthis Vestry system. - 1 would say that with a. few
ateridmeonts the Vestry system would work well, but
it i¢ the personhel of these Vestries, who give the
trouble and would continue to give ‘trouble if yon
do not. ehange the system.

© T hope I am not treading on anvbody § corns.
You will alwass have a governor on these Vestries.
When he says ‘‘go’’ or ‘“‘come,’’ it means go or come.
That is ene of the things which is responsible for
tkis Blll I aim sure that the government ean do no
wrong m doirig right. I hope that as soon as these
roads aré taken over the workers in St. Joseph will
be in a happy position. I repeat, it is a pity that
these Toads were not taken over during the last
twenty-five years.

Mr. MILLER: I would like to commend the
Mlmster for the, prompt presentation of this Bill.
The roads in St. Joseph are unlike those of St.
Michael where you have a strong formatlon of lime
stome. Tt is difficult to comceive or imagine that
the Vestry would continue to hope to repair these
roads w1thout the techmcal knowledge of road
engineering. I appreciate very much that the
Minister of Communications has taken this decision.
The roads up there always require the need and
knowledge of an engineer. There are many bridges
which require expert knowledge to deal with them.
In phassing, I should like to mention that this is

The Department of High-

1£ three mem-:

one of the occasions on which the h(mourable mem-
bers” of this Iouse will be happy to support this
Bill, in the knowledge that the taxpa,yers must save
some money.

Mr. BRANCKIIK: “Tae parish of St. Joseph is
t, be congratulated on the fact that their roads are
te be entrusted to the Department of Highways &
“iransport. A few years ago when Mr, Skinner was
virector of ﬂlghW&yS & “Iransport I would have
oftered them my sympathy, but today I offér them
my congratulations. One likes to sée the roads done
by this Departinent, 'and 1 feel that the parish of
dt. Joseph has now rallen mto line with the parish
of St. Lucy.” We know that aly improvement which
is undertaken by St. Joseph will always have ‘a
generous Government grant. In St. "Lucy the grant
will now be adequate for the work which ha$ to be
done. The grant for St. Joseph will be necessary
to meet the needs of ‘the parish, ‘ard it is expected
that it will have to bear eomparison with the grants
for St. Luey and St. Andrew. The trouble with the
Road Commissioners is that they feel that if the
roads are done properly, such enhance the value of
the properties of the Road Commissioners. You go
nto parishes where there are Read: ‘Commissioners
and you w1ll find that the best. kept-voads in .those
parishes, dre those roads which lead to the property
of at least one of the Commissioners of Highways.
i have no douibt that the honourable ;mm(n- member
for St. Joseph -could name the best : rodds ifi St,
Joseph; aiid ‘thosé ;reads aré near the propertles of
the Road Tommntissioneds. That policy 'dpes’ not
belong to this ~“day. Ounly last night I travelled
across one of thesé roads. --T-do.-not .think: you could
find a ‘worse read than the: one which. leads’ te the
home of Mr."J. M. Crick, a Justice of the Peace. I
feel that the parish of St. James should follow the

“deeision 'of the parish of St.-Joseph to have their

roads taken over by the Government. When the
roads of St, J oseph are in the hands:of the Govern-
ment, the East Coast Road will be just there, and it
would be a question of deing something which is
long overdue for the benefit- of the island as a
whole.

Mr. HAYNES Mr. Speaker,—As a thlnkmg

‘man, I am sure that all thlnkmg members and the

parishioners of St. Joseph will be delighted over the
‘taking over of these roads by the Government as a
C&Pltdl e'k‘pendlture ‘One eannot imagine why all
this fyss has Beedi made-in ‘giving up this huge
llablhty which-the Vestry apparently wants to hold.
Unless the roads are capitalized Ly the Highways &
Trangport Department the cost of keeping these
roads in order over a number of years will be col-
lossal.” As the - hbmourable junior. member for
St. Joseph has said, the Commissioners will never
have enough money to carry on and much of the road
is left half done, and the last state ix worse than
the first. T too am glad to congratulate the Hon.
Minister of Communications’ on being so quick and
prompt in hig action in taking over these roads. Npt
only do T hope that her will take over these roads but
in the near future hé will also take over the roads
oune by one it the various parishes and place them
under one central eohirol: You only have to drive
in the parishes of St. Luey and 8t. Andrew and you
could not hesitate to congratulate those parishes on
handing over these roads to the governent. In the
near future they will pay a similar amount in respect
of maintenance in St. Lucy and the expense will be
very small and the road Commissioners will have a
bomogeneous road system. I think it is a step that
the right direction. I hope that the hon: Minister
concerned, as soon -as the necessary legislation is




1218

HOUSE

completed, will take action and get these roads going,
because with the delay the cost of replacing them
will pe more than it is now. ‘

'The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved 1n the affirmative without
division.

On. the motion of Hon. M. E. Cox, seconded by
Hon. C. E. Tauma, Mr. SPeaKER left the Chair and
the House went into Committee on this Bill,
Mr. SmITH being in the Chair.

Clauses 1 to 3 were called and passed.

Clause 4 was called.

Hon. M. E. COX:
4 stand part of the Bill.

" Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: I know that this Bill must follow
along the lines of a similar Bill for St. Andrew when
the Highways & Transport Department was created
at the time; but I am wondering whether it is not
necessary to put into this Bill something so that the
services of these people to the Commissioners of St.
Joseph can be preserved by an Act, which will ensure
pension rights and things of that sort. I think it
was the taking over of the General Hospital and
things like that, that it was thought of preserving
the services of the people so that anybody who was
taken over by the Government would have their
pension rights and so on, secured. I think that some-
thing like that was dome at the Hospital; and in
spite of “that the Hospital employees lost two or
three days during the time when they were mnot
supposed to be employed by anybody. It is very
good to have an assurance. It may be very different

1 beg to move that clause

when the time comes. If these people have no law to

which they can refer and which has heen put into leg-
islation, them, any employee which has been taken on
i1 a post created as a result, the person should have
certain rights to be preserved for them. T hope that
no distress will be caused if this provision is left
cut of this Bill. Persons who may have reached
the retiring age should be able to preserve their posi-
}ion and have some legal right with the persons taking
over.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I am sure that

every member of this House will agree with the
remarks made by the honourable junior member of
the City that there should be some measure of pro-
tection in addition to a verbal undertaking. You
will remember that when the Department of High-
ways and Transport Act was passed a similar situ-
ation arose and the point was also raised then, that
the Act did not make the necessary provisions. 1
want to assure the honourable member that if it is
necessary to amend the Parochial Employees Pension
Act to take care of that point it will be amended.
‘We all agree that scmething should be done to make
absolutely sure that no injustice is done to any of
these employees,
) Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,— If I am not
migtaken I think that there may be some Act to
cover the point now. We passed some Act which made
it possible to do so, instead of having to bring down
a Dounglas Haynes or Clairmonte Pension Bill. We
preserved the rights of parochial employees who are
taken over by Government. But, the people to whom
1 refer are those who are not taizen over at all and
who may find themselves in some difficulty.

Hon. Mr. COX: I think that such provision
was made in the local Government Bill for parochial
employvees,

- The question that Clause 4 stand part was put
and, agreed to.

On the motion of Hon.. M. E. Cox, seconded py
Hon. C. E. Talma, the Chairman reported the pass-
ing of the Bill in Committee,

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair and reported.
accordingly.

On the motion of Hon. M. E. Cox, seconded by
Hon. C. E. Tarma the Bil]l was read a third time and
passed.

TEA ADJOURNMENT

On the motion of Hon. Dr. CuMmMINs, seconded by
Hon. M. E. Cox, the House adjourned for half an.
kour.

ON RESUMPTION

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform:
the House, that I have received the following from

the Hon. Premier :(— .
. 3rd July, 1954.
Sir

b .
I have the honour to inform you that I am de-
girous of resigning as a member of the Housing
Board, to which I was appointed by the Honourable
the House of Assembly.
2. . I would be extremely grateful to have my
resignation accepted at once.

I am,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
G. H. ADAMS.

The Honour,
The Speaker,
The House of Assembly.

STATEMENT Re MINISTERS ON
PUBLIC BOARDS

_ Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—With your
permission_although it should be unnecessary to make
this statement now since I propose to do so later on,
—I am going to make a statement in conmection with
all the arrangements with respect to Ministers resign-
ing from Public Boards and other matters, which of

necessity have to take place in view of the institu..

tion of Ministerial Government. My enly reason for
resigning -from the Housing Board is due to the
fact that it is obviously not right for any Minister
to be a member of a Board under a department
which is presided over either by himself or some other
Minister. It is obvious that the Hon. Minister of
Communications, Works and Housing cannot be a
a member of the Housing Board,—an executive Board
which deals with matters of which he has ultimate
responsibility. It is impossible under a Ministerial
set up for Ministers to be members of such Boards.
I think this explanation is due to the House as to
why T have resigned. At a later date, as I have said
before, T am going to make a statement effecting all
the questions of resignations which might have taken
place by the five of us who are now Ministers.
- I should say, not merely rhetorically, that I wish
to thank the House for all the number of years during
which it hags reposed confidence in me by electing me
as a member of the Housing Board. I also take thiis
opportunity to thank the members of the Housing
Board for the number of years that they have annu-
ally elected me as Chairman. '
Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker,—With your
permission, T should also like to thank the House
for appointing me as a member of that Board. 1
have been a member of that Board for some years,
and I look forward to seeing other members of this
House accepting the position which the Hon. Premier
end myself were in, and earryiing out the work as well
if not better than we have carried it out. Sir, T also
take thig opportunity to thank the Housing Board
for the co-operation and everything else which has
been extended to me from time to time.

_——
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BILL.TO AMEND THE SUGAR_ INDUSTRY
(REHABILITATION; . PRICE _ STABILISATION
. -AND- LABOUR "WELFARE) -ACT, 1947

e dion, C,J ; A 1\4 Speaker,——l sgy;ng
Igaxe, to progeed Wn;b,l the Blll to amend. the Sugap

Indu,stry, abilitalion, Price, St)ainhlza;twn and
Labour Welfare) ‘Act, 1947 as the next Order of

Ihe D .
T%Jé;e bem.g no obJectlon leave was granted the

'ﬁl né EAKﬁR The next order of the day now
ﬁtapds in the name of the Hon. Minister of Agricul-
ture; second reading of the Bill, Bill to aitend the
Sugar Jndustry, E(Rehablhta.tmn Price Stabilization
and Labour W are) Act, 1947.

Hon. C. E TALMA: Mr, Speaker —As s set
-.out in the o'BJects and reasons of this Bljl the Gov-
ernment has been informéd that an exa,mmatlon of
‘the formula used for calculating the pa.mty ‘of Sugar
and faney Molasses reveals that the figure of 290
wine gallons is more clqsely the equwalent of one tom
nf _sugax than the figure of 330 wipe gallons which
is the fﬁgure now used, ,, For the benefit, of the more |
aqent]lﬁca]ly mmded member,g of thrs Hfouse I Would ]
a{tem,pt tq giye a fur’cherr e;;planm;;on -on thls poipt. !

In prder. to, obtain a fair, figure of. recoveries for. e

i?‘OIl

: hohds of fancy, Molasses, as a.percentage of the, soh@s

the, juice, the results, of.the I%.C. factories Whleh
%:}av;e }an,u agtured K ,aney ‘é([olasses should, be us

Aceordi Iy t e, e etprns for the wears J946,
1947, 194 %%55 %}% And‘%% Jggs lei%er,
& ae?u Wfr‘% ﬁatfml’o (And glts factories

wh ghuf; aney,, oe}sges, were ex-
amy@ed o,r %x aK;%];r(;\se of, dete;gn%p the solids
fecovery in the molasses e ‘weighted averafre ra- |

eoveyyuw,as 96.5%. .

;nng t,he rex:(nef ﬁoure “The gal,lons of Juige
329¥‘ WB‘ ‘%m@nd h& 1‘4&4‘Qf e juice, the yield |
fancy Molasses ;of P i;,,g Bpaume %eé'e o p;ﬂated

he, Yac am, a.n ha gmes ercy 1 aka. wgs

\ﬁvgg&ﬁ e f0X., &Q yeags ], 49 t0.; 1.9.:&1‘ he 3etual
weighted recavery :fer t faetpmes, 'if Fangy

Molasses, Had heen , made,, woul,d, haye heen 34.278
wine sgallpns, .pjer .tow. cane., The, weighted, means
recovery: of sugar thhout oyer weight for the same
three, years;forythe same. ;t'a.etorlem assumping all. juige
had- been manufactured infe sugar, would havq been
3.437 tons cane per one ton of sugar. Accordln oly

if it takes 8,437 tons cane tq. manufacture one ton of
sugar and the regovery of Tancy Molasses is 34.278
gallons. per ton cane, then,. the eqmvgl;ant Qf Fancy

Molasses is 289.2 gallons per ‘ton sugar, say
gallons.

. It was. accordmgly aureed that’ ior the purpose
of calcula,tlons of the parlty, “the wplgﬁted meav
recovery 'of 8.43, tops cane per ton sugar and. the
recovery : figura of . 30:278 gallons of fancy molasses
per ten.cane sheuld be used.. .

L If the comparatiye figure of 29(3 wwe gailons tlo
one ten of sugar is taken for the,ol figure, it means
that there would be an increase in the fun by about
$195,000. . ... .

ﬁs honounable ]E mf)grs re ember accordlncr to ]

t(he Act, a levy s charged opn,a 1 sugar, and faney ‘
lasses produced a;}d manufac‘cured;rlocall,v and .
that . levy is tq- be, pa.ld nat lager: than 31st Jaly,in
any - given, year. , I, have certain.. figures. here,
$pea1;er Wh,lelf,x L beilgve,,hononrable xner:liers,wouﬂd

_ask, for inra few momsfpts and, it,may he wise &0,

Y SR |

| tation Tund, .

| long, as .this

1 ehiérode conteht 1m*the ‘iﬁéﬂaﬁﬁs@s

: molasses to’

introduee . ;‘:hem Lat ‘stage. The ‘benefit ' ofl
those, three, funds lsﬂas fo]lows —

The’ Rehablhtatxpn ‘Reserva, Fund ,‘k 184 44‘{ 26
Tho Prige Stahilization, Fund $ A4, 172 91
The Tabour Welfare Fund $2,144,870.37

Again Sir, for the benefit of honourable mem-
bers 1 can giye them, further information in ¢onneg-
tion with the  position,, rggardlng ; the number of
sugar and mq'lasseg factgries, in the island. “The
1otal -number of Sngar. ;Eaetcmeibm ex1stemp, in this
year 1954, is 21;, }he total nqr er, gope out of prO-
duction, since 1944, is 8. The tgt:i}rl numbe1 '5
Fancy, Molasses fagtories now in existence js 9, an
the pumbér gone out of produ.ctlpn since 19J44 J§ 18
In .ather ‘words, thep;r e -3 factorigg in, the jsla
wlnch p;ro}guce Sugax; %é.nd BUCY. ]gola;%ses aJnd !3%
have gone oyt of production singe 5; e
.., 1t might e gggnedu by . gertaig 1}05’51 niembers
that the faetqr es which are now ‘ip ex&steneg are nat
gdegqate“;o deal ‘With @hera,wun ,f ‘ganes, ng.]&h
Have to .process, . L. will L, ;quiote fo the, benpfg up,f
henourable meg},berq that in Eiji w};ere the average
output is 120,000 t@ns there are only five factories
which manufaeture sugar. "The -geographical condi-
tions of that place are very, b@d and have caused. F1,]1
to have as many as five factorles The Tecovery is
71 Whlch s a record Whlch we myst {ry, to emulate
The whole point in connection with this Bill is that
the recovery is greater or the efﬁcwncy of the factory
is up to a, Higher, level as the result of the Rehabili-
and in conseqnep e the regovery 1is
hltrher therefore yoa Wlll find 330 wine- gallons to a
ton of sygar js ng Jonger an acctIrate figure:as Proved
by experts. 290 wine gallons’represents a more accur-
ate figure. I beg fo move that this Bill be now read
a Secon tl,me

;MJAEF . Thee,
e qafd%-fimeﬁ e
, : gelzmg %‘Y A

ago, and I am wpn

to secgnd that
*‘:ﬁu bappened to
1l somg;months
it, was negessary. for

{ 2Bl Wh,}?fh,) ghe Cr‘qyerﬁme@%. omugt have known

s;}met;hmg abont for seyeral wmonths,; should, take as

e, to, et the neegssary, mpendment
madg: and then - tox,havmto rush.it thyough the Housp
on thevery. day onwhich the; ;Bill ig.- m;roduced 5 |
2m,.havpy, 4o know that, as a resaltiof the Bill the
LahourVielfare Fund, willhe gétting mare maney.
I do not knpow 'how manyayears-it, has. not.got that
meney,: howeven i 1sfgmd t gt it has;happened how.
One thing; which. strikes) me: -ahout .this Bill is this:
Whv has.the.objects and ybasons Leen 'iticorporated
in.the:long title? Thig is the:first finte that I-have
seen “that: dene. -/This Bill -and tke. one -which is to
come; hivel g tittes: . (Tider not’ think: that. froim the
tima ‘T heard that this.Bill-was -to be mtmduced
it.:was ' megessady to wait 41l -this time :and, :thien
bave to-come and tosh:§t through:the House.. . Mém-
vers of “the: Sugar Productivh Board -were 'told:that
this romrénddhent. was ‘nelessary <for the month of
Mareh or ditty in April. .

‘Mr. MIDLE The \me‘meievnay of ithe
plagts 15 ‘f*ésﬁbhsi‘bie rerithe *élange. “What 'isvwor-
#yitly nie'sow is"that fakiey mokussesis 'wold diaingt
the* sﬂel‘OSe contEAt, i t»’lia”iﬁtérést -6f Lthe Wanafac-
titer, " to S¢tye the ‘§§g§r“ cohitbrit! inEhe 1enolasses p
ahad’ aﬁoVe “hiat $sTPaid for it Thevf“@ﬂiclémv in the
equlpmmnt would have a tendency to take up the
Tt-is ‘&’ q#éstion "of
ﬁeﬁaratlnu‘the"fﬁo&sfﬁre a'ﬁd in? tl‘.te initerdst "of the
seller to r(ﬁnce the: i fﬁ nteﬂt h the mofaséés
and, }fhere’bv incréage ‘the Wertde ‘oh ¢t in the
e sold” agamst the sam@ prlee T qmte
J) i‘é}:’fétg’ thgt With y’cﬁe efﬁelencv in"the new eb‘(hp-
fiént fn todérn plarits Fou would e able to fmprove
the sugar content foun 1n ‘che mo]assm T 'héwe
alwav% been ‘mprPsse% t mo asses is sold aoaxns‘r
tHe' Sugar present n t llsses

T would be happy ff e hfnbatanie Trifibter

is in a position to expfaln fhis dxancre What ap-

“Sy Hp
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pears to me, is, if you reduce the volume in the ; that of sugar factories in other places like Fiji. It

miolasses 1t must mean a luss.
in fiavour of the processing plants oi tue island thnat
we are able to take off a heavy crop in 15 weeks;
but at the same time all the primary producers think
that if the same crop can be taken off in 13 weeks
the country would share the benefit. It is not a
question of labour, because on all plantations the
harvesting of canes has been surpressed by the fac-
tories’ capacity. All over the 1sland sugar factories
must call on the plantation to have a certain change
when more of the crops could be taken off, if the
factories were made available to the primary pro-
ducers. Although you can argue that if we could
take off the crop in 15 weeks we would be in a better
position,—it is mot good enough. I am really
concerned about this matter and I would be anxious
if the hon. Minister would inform us as to why he
is so satisfied with this new figure of 290 as against
330, when the molasses is sold against its staudard.
If you reduce the volume, you take the moisture
out and provide a higher sugar content. It must
mean a loss to the sugar if the higher sugar must
be sold at the same price.

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: I am very glad to hear
of the discovery of a better method of determining
the amount of molasses which ig equivalent to a ton
of sugar. According to the figures of the Minister
of Agriculture this will give us a good title to sugar
produced in the island last year and this year.
That sum will automatically contribute a larger
amount of money to meet these three funds.

Mr. Speaker,—What I want to draw to the Gov-
ernment’s attention through the Hon. Minister for
Agriculture is the fact that this Rehabilitation Fund,
since its institution has been largely used for the im-
provement of the sugar factories. Speaking subjéct
to correction, this Fund was established to help all
sugar producers, and I feel that contributions from
this Fund should go to peasant proprietors to enable
them to reduce the cost of carrying their canes to
the factories. I understand that very few peasants
know anything of the fact that they can benefit from
this Fund; nor do they get any benefit from it.

In the country districts peasants are charged
all kinds of exhorbitant prices to carry their canes
from the fields to the factory. I feel that some
scheme should be worked out by this Government
whereby these peasants can receive some benefit, so
that they can get better remuneration for their canes.
I say that, because a year or two ago, when certain
arrangements were made between this Government
and the Sugar Producers Association, it was laid
down that a peasant must contribute at least a total
of 500 tons of canes to a faetory in order to get an
inerease price for his canes. Previously when he
sent in 50 tons he used to get an increase. Now if
he sends in one ton or 100 tons he cannot get anymore
than the ordinary price paid by the factory. It is
plain that to send in a hundred: tons of caneg a peas-

ant must work harder and pay more for labour than '
the man who sent in 10 tons. But ag I have said he .

must send in 500 tons before he can get any benefit
other than the ordinary price paid by the factory.
That js one of the greatest grievances that the peas-
ants have to suffer in the country districts.

T hope that the Hon. Minister for Agriculture
will aive these few remarks I have made immediate

consideration, and see that the peasant proprietors

in the country districts share also in the Rehabilita-
tion Fund. Co

Mr. VAUGHAN : Mr. Speaker —TI would like to
make a few remarks relative to the comments made
by the Hon. Minister for Agriculture who compared
the production eapa,gi'ty of our sugar factories with

1t may be argued i would be well for him to know tnat we have never

ciianged our econcmy to any other crop and conse-
quently when sugar factories were establi.shed in this
isiand they were established along the lines of indiy
vidual plantation—and were many for a gmall island.
Therefor« instead of a few factories of tremendous
capacity we had many factonies of small capacity.
Now in Trinidad, when the price of sugar went
down early in this century, Trinidad changed to
production of cocoa. St. Luecia changed to bananas

and Grenada also changed to cocoa. When
the  price - of sugar dropped catastrophically,

nearly all the West Indian islands changed their
erops. ‘Barbados did not. Somehow the planters
kere had the business vision to establish the Agri-
eultural Bank from money granted by th> British
Governizent, and so were able to maintain the
{actories and still make a small profit on the pro-
cuction of sugar.

" My reason for bringing that to the attention
of the Minister, is that there can be no. comparison
betwern the capacity of Sugar Factories here and
those of other places, which for the most part are
modern sugar factories. The Usline St. Madeline
Factory in Trinidad produces five or six times what
the average factory produces here. There ig also a
faetory in St. Kitts producing all the sugar avail-

able from the total crop of St. Kitts and Nevis: -

In Fiji there are five comparatively modern factories
which the hon. Minister mentioned, none of them
being half the age of more than half of our sugar
factories. It is mo argument that because those

| 1laces have a few factories and still produce 120,000

tons of sugar, we have enough factories here,—
so that we ean allow some of them to continue closing
cown and going out of operation.

As far as I know the price paid to the small
producer here for canes compares favourably with
the price paid in other West Indian fislands; but
T am not satisfied that the maximum vprice iy paid.
In other words I would like to see the producer
paid a price calculated on the sugar content of the
cane and not on the basis of the weight. Govern-
n.ent should investigate and find out which is the
better method. To me, a price calculated in the
sugar content sounds more eguitable, and it does
appear to be the more scientific method. Tt is the
method used in some places —in Jamaica T know for
& certainty. )

Where the Rehabilitation Fund is concerned, as
the honourable member said, it was established for
sugar producers in addition to factory owners. That
ic. a producer of canes regardless of the size of his
plot, was in the minds of the British Government
when it established this Fund. It did not concern
the factory alone. Up to now as far as I know
only factory owners have been able to draw from
these accumulated funds, and so were able to ex-
tend the production capacity of the faetory; but
there must be an accumulation of funds due to the
small producers. Perhaps the Hon. Minister ecan tell
me that.

It may be argued that the peasants have not
got any caplital expemditure, or such that can be
easily determined; but I think that it can be de-
termined. There must be some means to find that
out. If this Fund has been expended on the new
tractors which have been put at the disposal of the
small land owners, well then, we should be told that.
The fact that they have to pay for this employ-
ment system would not lead one to believe that not
enough benefit is given to them through the Re-
habilitation Fund. T think it is #ime for the Hon.

Minister of Agriculture to determine some method"

[
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Ly which the half acres to the five acres producers
can ghare in the Rehabilitation Fund, which he has
a claim on by right of its establishment. It ig not
exclusively for the factory owner. It is for the
producers of cane, and it is the duty of the hon.
Minister to discover the amount of the accumulated
funds over these years and to find ways and means
of putting these funds to the bemefit of the small
produeers of cane. ,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I would like to ‘assure
the honourable member that I would look into the
question as to the pont he has raised as to what
extent peasanis should bénefit under the Rehabili-
tation Fund. I am uncer the impressicn that it is
8 centg per ton; but I would investigate that matter
further. As to the technicalities on this question,
for the benefits of the honourable junior member for
St. George I can probably give him a little more
scientific information. The chemical returns for the
years 1946, 1947, 1948, 1949, 1950, of Andrews, Joes
River, Gulmea, Lower Esvate Pools and Ha.ggatts
factories which have manufactured Fancy Molasses,
were examined for the purpose of determining the
solids recovery in the Molasses. The weighted
average recovery was 96.5%. Using the recovery
figure, the ga]lons of juice per ton cane and the
Brix of the juice, the yield of Fancy Molasses of 41.5
Besume were caléulated for all th: Vacuum Pan
Tactories, for which data was available for the years
1949 to 1951. The actual weighted means recovery,
for those factories, if Fanoy Molasses had been
made, would have been 34.278 wine gallons per ton
cane.

The weighted means recovery of sugar, without
over weight for the same three years for the same
factories, assuming all juice had been manufactured
into sugar would have been 8.437 ton cane per ome
ton of sugar. Accordingly if it takes 8437 tons
cane to manufaoﬁure one ton of sugar and recovery
of FPancy Molasses is 84.278 gallons per ton cane,
then the equivalent of Fancy Molasses is 289. g
gallons per ton sugar, say 290 galons, it was accord-
ingly agreed that for the purpose of calculationg of
the parity, the weighted means recovery of 8.437
tons cane per ton sugar and the recovery figure of
34.278 gallons of Faney Molasses per ton cane
should be msed. Sir, that is the whole thing in a
nut shell. T beg to move that this Bill be now read
a second time.

The question that the Bill be now read a second
time wag put and resolved in the affirmative with-
out divigion,

On motion of Hon. C. E. TArMA, seconded by
Hon. M. E. Cox, Mr. SpEARER left the Chair, and
the House went into Committea on the Bill, Mr.
SMiTH being in the Chair,

Clause 1 was called and passed.

Claus: 2 was called. Tt reads as follows:

Amendment to section 3(1) of Aet, 1947—13.

Subsdetion (1) of section three of the Sugar
Tudustry (Rehabilitation, Price Stabilization and
Labour Welfare) Act, 1947 (hereinafter referred to
;i»s the principal Aet) is hereby amended as fol-
ows :-—

(a) by inserting in paragraph (c) thereof im-
mediately after the word ‘‘seven’’ appear-
ing therein the following—

‘“‘and prior to the year one thousand nine
hundred and fifty four;’’

(b) by deleting the full stop at the end of
paragraph (e) thereof and substityting
therefor a semicolon and adding therafter
the following new paragraphs—

“(d) on all sugar manufactured in this
Island during any year subsequent to

L
i

the year ome thousand nine hundred,
aud fitty-three such levy, if any, at
such rate or rates as may be fixed in
respect of that year by order of the
Governor-in-Executive Committee with
the approval of the two Houses of the
Liegislature ;

(e) on all fancy molasses manufactured in
this Island during any year subsequent
to the year one thousand nine hundred
and fifty-three such levy, i any, pcr
every two hundred and ninety wine gai-
lons of fancy molasses at such rate or
rates as may be fixed by order of the
Governor-in-Executive Committee with
the approval of the two Houses of the
Legislature.’’

Hon. C. E. TALMA :
2 stand part of the Bill.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that motion.

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman,—Before
vou put the question I would just like to say,
tke Hon. Minister of Agriculture said, he believes
that the peasants got 8 cents per ton on their canes.

I beg to move that Clause

1 feel Sir, that this Fund should not be distributed

by Fac‘oory owners. If this is the position of affairs,
T take exception to it. This Fund should be distri-
buted by the Government and not by factory owners,
If this is the practice I do ask Government to dis-
continue it.

The question that Claufe 2 stand part of the
Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

Clauses 3 and 4, were called respectively, and
passed.

On motion of Hon. C. E. TaLma seconded by
Hon. M. E. Cox, the Chairman reported the pass
ing of the Bill in Committee.

Mr. SpEAKER resumed the Chair, and reported
accordingly.

On meparate motions of Hon C. E. TaLma, sec-
onded by Hon. M. E. Cox, the Bill was read a third
time and passed.

BILL TO AMEND SUGAR AND FANCY
MOLASSES PRODUCTION AND EXPORT
CONTROL ACT, 1940.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : Mr. Speaker,—I am ask-
ing leave to deal with the Bill to amend. the Sugar
and Fancy Molasses Production and Export Con-
trol, Act, 1940.

Thelre being no objection leave was granted the
Lonourable member,

Mr. SPEAKER: The next order of the day

's‘tands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Agrj-

culture; second reading of the Bill to amend the
Sugar and Fancy Molasses Production and Export
Control Aect, 1940.

Hon. C. B. TALMA: Mr. Speaker: This Bill as
the objects and reasong point out, seeks to amend
the Sugar and Fancy Molasses producmon Act, 1940,
so as to alter the panity figure between Fancyl
Molasses and Sugar from 330 wine gallons of Fancy
Molasses per ton of sugar to 290 wine gallons. The
amendment which this Bill seeks to make, results
from the decision to amend to the like effect the
Sugar Industry (Rehabilitation, Price Stabilization
and Labour Welfare) Aet, 1947.

This Bl in reality is a corollary of the last onge.
I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. M. E. COX seconded the motion, '

The question that the Bill be now read a secomd
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division. ! :
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On motion of Hon. C. E. TaLma, seconded by
on. M. B Cox, Mr. SpEAKER left the Chair and the
ouse ‘went into Commmftee on the Btlll Mr. SMITH

beilg in the Chair: ’
b Clauses L 9 and 3 wera called respectively and
passed.
“* “On motion of Hon. C. E. Tarma, seconded by
Hon. M. H. Cox, Mr. CHAIRMAN repOrted the passing
of ‘the Bill in Commlttee o

BUe SPEAKE‘R reéumed the Chair and reported
"accordﬁnolv' A
R om separate motions of Hon. C. E. TALMA, selc-
om a by Hoén. M B, Cox i in ‘eaéh case, the Bill was
rea? 8 third tlme and passad

'CONCLUSION OF GOYERNMENT BUSINESS

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker ——hhat con-
cludes Government Business, ;

L. TO- AYTI ESLEYAN
%manms% PRU 5&5%}%@ TO
' ‘.EEL P nqus o

(AR | ‘“

Mr. SPEAKER: The first order of Private
Membérs Busihdss ‘stands in thé name. of the Hon.
sénior member for the City: Seconid feading of s Bil
to authotise the Vesleyan Wethodidt MiSsiotary Prust
Agsoeibtion’ to bl "the” p1em1bé§ knoWn as No: 30,
RoeBuck Streést. © 7

Mr. E. D. MOTTL M. 8 eaker ——Thxs Bili
seeks to give the Wesley h Methlﬁd‘ls ‘Lﬁ%(}nary Trust
Assoclamon the authority to sell the premises known
as Nq, 50, Roebuck Street. The Petition was ‘1aid in

fis Hotge é'few weelis ago and it ‘Sets out ‘tih,e reas-
ons. Accordmg to, the. Retition, this Assocxatlon is
¢ Act as an agent for the Wesile ran  Missionary
ociety which'is a rehglqus body ' established, here for
many. years during which ‘time, it 'has ‘acqujred prop-
érty which is vested i in the Association. The proper-
ty rhferred to in this Bill was bequeathed to the
Society by Claro Margo Henrietta Hurd, Brathwaite
for the purpose of providing a home £or poor women,
who are members of the Methodist Chureh.” It was
used. for that purpoge- for some. time, but dquring
recent times. it Has ceased: fo be used fox; that purpose.
The teason being, Roebuck Street has become a
commercial district and is no longer a suitable dis-
trict for wmaintaining an institution of the kind as
intended by the. donor.

‘The Petitioners whose names can be seen from
the Petition, in full concurrence with'the Association,
desire that a sale of the said premises should be effect-
ed and that the proceeds of this sale should be used
in the purchase of another property in a suitable dis-
t#ct to be used as a home as was directed by the
donor of this property. In other words, the place
whéte this property now stands is no ltmger conducive
for the purpose which (it was left, and the trustees
are now asking for pem1ssmn to sell this property
end purchase another in a suitable site to serve the
gdrie purpose. The petitioners are’ persons of reépute
dnd are the persons empowered by the''Association
to sell this property. The Petition is respectfully
worded and this Bill seeks to give effect to what is
set out in the Petition. T beg to move that this Blll
be now read a second time.

Mr. GODDARD: T beg to second that.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr, ! ea.ker,——Berfore you
put t'he question I should like to enquire of the hon.
senior’ member for the City as to how long was this
vroperty left? T should like to kngw whether he
has any idea of the vevenue which is. obtafined from
tkis property, and if so what Ras beeo’me of these
funds?

 visits' there on the request of' ' my mother

oy

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : 1 have taken on this
©ill purely as a representative of the ity 1n whien
the property and the corporate body is; but L'am niot
a member of thiy body. { presume that throughout
the ages this property has been entrusted to-such
respeciable people coming uowi ithe ages, as Keverena
Hawthorne and-Mr. Jabez Sealy, in which this House
Has tha greatest confidence, and that the funds will
be ‘used: for the purpose as set out wn the Petition.
Seeing that there has always been in this Wesleyan
body %le w1th very broad views, T am sure that
they WUu enqulre very diligently’ aboﬂt ‘the ‘matter
Lut'in the absence of any legal opinion’ taken against
them I think the hon. Minister wiil agréé wiia me,
that perhaps the hon. junior member for ‘St. Phlhp
could give further explanation on the malter. I am
assured that ‘all the funds in the past hayve been in
order and, would be entrusted inm ‘the said: manner
set out ‘in ‘the Petition, espeelali in’ paragraph 5:
These. things depen upon the or%a’nhzamgn, per-
coyah‘by and the reputgtion of the péopls dornected
with - it W% have Had eomlecte'd; Wlth the Wesleyam
l?gdy in thIS cduntr'y, ‘mén’ of very hlgh Te] utatum
and, from 4l walks of Tita; and T believe that yot.
one sﬁlgle embir of thls ouse would:’ chaﬂenge
aﬁy of’ thosse persong of vshOm ave' made men‘t o

I’ hope thit that, ex lanagwn w:.bf fy the “hon,
themb¥r. “TE he n,eet% ﬁ‘.gﬂfe l}

Hx) a. st.monJ to. ght-a he ber 111 tg%“e
éiate that i’hls 153, very Sm’éi’fp e and th e

were very 103 '

ILUER: Asa oy Ihad tom
Tio hiy

ake severaé
iﬁlpn}d‘ th;:r sharing ope of the rooms i that bui d-

ope and prav tha,ﬁkthe Hon. er for
.ammunical lons, nped not 3 3ny. fi ther ( es 1on
abgﬁmtmeom% 1 thmf( he'is 'sshvare of v%lilat the 2 0

d,lst. C}%urph i I thmk hg 1p aware tl}gt, thm body
f;ag hﬁ:en @]g e ’tq 0 ol an emz:upi ogether ﬁ
" ther 1 d.ep.é

the. peoy le Who ﬁol],qw H glieve. in,
urcli, * They, feel tl?éy we%%{h@ve tq Ql}pRQlﬂi

Z‘D

of the Ch
€ SQII}ﬁQ

it, a,ndﬁ Weﬁeya;yr ministers, are. u ,E
other ml}mstﬁrs n afher chypehes: who h E}I)
tend the e nrches in, SthQ of the.fac %ﬁndlp
good salaries. We the: members of t'h]s particula,
churel, havg to (.ng,m,]p;l,lte to it: I do, net. objaq
haying tor pay taxes apd.ofher. charifies: gn 11:, S
ineumbant, uppn. the. follpwpns of, the esleyamg ur(:h
to keep this organization together at- is; IQTe,
dislike to, have. to. apalify the -old la,daes EV eq;lhn(g'
them coIouz;ﬂd ‘hut thex haxer dpue §,2p0od,
Hon. M. B. COX: I never intended 4o, a:;tmbute

y bad. motives, to these peo le.  This, is, g‘e e of
?;‘ﬁestnon which the hon. mgm er. for the lityto;?qnld
Yﬂave asked me.

~ Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: T assogiate myself with
the remarks of the hon jugior member for St.
George. andy the hon. junior member for the City. Cir-
cumstances in which; this body ﬁnds ‘itself; to have to-
Hgtmon to this Houge should be given close serutiny,
and, so hon, members should unanlm‘&usly subsczibe to
the Eetltlon withont a auibble, apd give. them what
they request. I’ am, not fully aware of the matters.
in respect of thig buﬂdﬂng, but from what I know
it has outlived its usefulness In its present position
ﬂ1at 'buﬂd!ang only cm’te bﬁsmess purposes. This is
only a quéstion of giving ' permliission ‘to dispose of
1hs bulldlng and to procure one for the same purpose
for which the orlgmal donor gave that, building,

Mr. ALLDE Mer, Speaker —1 will vote wil-

]molv‘ for a Bill of thm sort becanse it is an attempt
to rcheve the misexv wl’hch have seen at this Home,
and which was, suffered by those Who oc%upled it in
the past. Bu@; Wh‘aj', T 1“1111:@1;(11 to do now is to criticise

f 1e Wesleyan Authomtles W’ho weTe '‘the trustees of

—

[ Y&




. 2l

BN

| I

&

JULY 6, 1954

1223

Y

this property which was left by a Mrs. Brathwaite
for the purpose of housing some destitute Methodist
missionaries. I must deprecate the Ppolicy adopted
by the Methodist Church Authorities in allowing. this
building to run to ruin. I kunow that for years the
roof was nearly falling in on the couple of: tenants,
who were coloured people.

coloured Methodist followers, and the Church Board
refused for all these years to keep it in proper repair.
I am going to say boldly now, that we have other
Homes in this parish housing people of another com-
plexion, and those Homes were kept up to date by
those responsible. for them. I have in mind the
Almair Heome for old, ‘woen which is near the Cathe-
dral, another Home in Bay. Street which is run by
the Catholics, the St. Mary’s Home, the Bessie Year-
wood Home for smalk children and:the St. Paul’s
Fome. Look into those Homes and you will see the
kind. of people who. are in them. Qne. is forced to
assume. that-hecause this Home in Roebuck Street
housed. coloured chyrch followers, the Methodist
Board refused to keep it in proper repair. Since
the othey Homes which are occupied. by people. ofa
different. complexion were, kept in proper order, 1
can only assume that the Methodist, Home was, allowed
to run to ruin becapuse of the type of person who
oceupied it. i
I am bound to cemgure the Methodist Church
Bpard, because since that buﬂdmg was falling into
ruin the Board sold a property in Jameg Street
which used to house theix leading minister, and they
bought a palatial homg. in Fontgbelle for him.  Still,
%g Speaker, 1 am, gomg to vote for the passing of
is Bill because I feel th.at it, wil) be a means of
housing future tenants properly. = But ]; was bound
to make the. qensure t,hat 1 have made. %pe that
when. pérmlsswn is given for. ﬁhe s;ale of thlS uilding
a,mi the. acguirement of the ot g1 one, those who . are
respons)lhle for the running o ﬂns I;],ome will, give
better treatment to the future oeeupants than was
given to those who. were foreed, 1 berea e of circum-
stances, to occupy -that building i 1" Roebuck Street.
e last people to refise to remoye. the housmg

dgﬂj lties of those who have contributed much to
the’ support of the C‘I;mreh “should’ be ‘qhe Methodist
Chunrch Autl}orltles, buf it seems to me that if the
cqng[regamon felt th at though thls ome was not

I;Q 7y the (h ot ‘have the courage to

eﬁ%s]s;u ﬁlssatlsfegtwn to, the Commlttee abgut
z;he "W t,];uet the bu,lldm% was ??11’0‘5’,34 to' fall’ into
disrepair. 1 hope th a.t the “Methodist Church, Au-

thorities will become “aware of "thy érificisms, and
that it will have the’ result of changmo ‘their hearts,
and ehangmrr the way’ in which these people Are

tregted
on. G. . ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—IJ am afrald
that g thoug]g 1 naturally approved of this in Txecu-

tn[e ommlt‘oee T did not even read it. I was meérely
informed that the Methodists desired to sell the
propesty, and’ they had to get a sta.’tute and T said
all right. But what the last hdmoura,ble member has
said has brought me to my feet. I would go further

and suggest that the honourable member’s speech

be properly reported and brought to the notice of
Methodlst "Authoritiés.

Tf it is true, the hon. member has done an excel-
lent thmp: to dra“ it to our noblce but if it is not
true as T rather 'susp,ect 1 expeet the hon. member
Woul,d be man endugh to come back and say so. After

all, the Weslevans are not like’ Angheans although

.T am an Anglican. T

(A’ VOICE: " What!)
T am a horn Anghcah live as a critical An-
ghcan and will dhe a critleal Anghcan (Laughter)

I am. saying that this
property in Roebuck Street was housing a couple of:

|
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However, I W111 say tha,t it is absolute news ‘to
me to hear what the hon: member said of the Wes]p,y
an body. and 'l find: it very diffieult to'follow: PHe
Wesleyans have had more coloured: clergymen than
the Anglican Church and for a longer peried. Therg
must be possible alternative reasons, and the worst
should not be accepted. It is a grave thing for mem-
bers of this House of Assembly to.attack old religious
organisations that are doing good work. In a mixed
community like this, especially. where these churchey
have coloured eLergymen to: assune that it is a colour
question, is a grave thing. L hope if the hon: member
has a good case, he will: prove it, or.if ‘he has not
a4 good case, I hope he willibe inan encugh to stand
up in thig House. on another occasion and say that
his statement was not founded on faet.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker,—I do not think
many members have this Bilk before them because
it was presemted: to the House some weeks ago; but
as far as I can see, the whole spagi about the'Wes]em

Mrthodist Missionary Trust Asseciation is. that it is
a forelgn corporation. It is forelgn in the sense that
it is not a Barbadian corporation -and; the persons
on whose behalf the Petition’is hrought, are merely
agents. for- an -overseas Hody.” ¥ believe: there i
another Bill before the: Housé in, which:that present
situation will be rectified by the creation of a legal
corporation in which: all: the. fofmer. property of the
Wesleyan Misgionary Soelety will be vested by oper-
ation of; the statute.

I happen Mz. Speaker, to be unfortunate enough
t¢ be am attendant-of the samie body, dnd k must
say- that' L ¢anpeti-subseribe. tor-tiie -romiarks madef by
the bon. seniop. member -for St «hohn as to the
mofives’ underlymg, the mepttqtude of, keeping their
buildings in a certain state of repair. I am speaking
from pe‘rslonal experience because I happen to be a
sufferer in that respect. I am going to, support the
Bilt mtroduced by the hon. senipr. member, for the
Glty I think when you have responsible bus;.n,ess
men appointed to, take care of trust property that
they shonld exercise the same diligence in, their
dealings with that frust property as they would dp
wlth t eir pereonal property and, reahty must em
joim the, Wesleyan congregation in t,h]§ count
gee that their propemle e vested for c ?
upkeep in, people who' WO’Uafd d1splay a mugch grea.t,er
interest in their upkeep than the present Building
Committee has done.” Some. of the present members
of the Building Committee, T happen to know per-
sonally. Thelr actions would e rise to all sorts
ef spbculatléns su¢h a8 those mlﬁul ed by ipm
senior'méfhbet” 16 §t.“Tohat,” whén ’the'y amdw thash
propértles which ‘aré in such good districts $o’ f‘al,l
m 4 state of such dlsrepair The propérty which'I
oceupy as an office is'a cdse in pomt From the time
1 went to the James Street Metho t Sunday ¢hool,
which is a Wway back in the ’20’s, 16t ons Goat’ of pa,mt
or white wash o one nail has been' driven or put on
that building. I believe a few sheets of galvamse
were put on the roof but in 25 years no repairy were
made to the building which I occupy, or to the Roe-
buck Street buﬂdmg Because of that, the body
has opened itself to all sorts of Wweird critldlsms thetr
sins of omission are inexplicable. That is the situ-
ation m which these people have found themselves
to-day. ' T hope they will be more vigilant over the
preservation of their properties in the future than
they have been in the past.

’ If Hon. thembers would look at the Petition, thex
would see that a trust was never created and what
they are doing is by way of the Cypress doctrine
which without being dqg*mlatm about it, they prob-
ably could ‘have done in another mhanner. T feel that
in the Petition they have not mede 1t clear that the
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Superintendent and Secretary of the slethodist Com-
union in this country are acting ag the agents for
the Wesleyan Methodist slissionaly «rust Assveia-
tion at Central imall in Engiand. ine ouvious tuing
which strikes anybody with legal experienge is that
they have ereated a perpetuity. This property was
vested by the lady in the Methodist body forever
and then a sort of endorsement was put on the in-
denture stating that she wanted it to pe used for an
Old Ladies Home. I hope when they come dowa to
this House with a new Bill that they would be bet-
ter advised on these legal matters.

Mr. E. D, MOTTLEY : I appreciate the expres-.

sions of opinions on this Bill, There is only one point
which I crave Your Honour’s permission to reply
to, and that is the charge of the hon. senior member
for St. John. I do not think any of us are perfect;
but what I do feel about it, is although the hon.
member has not laid a direct charge, in that what-
ever be my politics, on the question of racial dis-
crimination by public bodies, 1 stand in the forefront
with anybody who would oppose it. I can hardly be-
lieve, as the Hon. Premier has said, that the hon, mem-
ber’s statement was founded on faet, because those
of us who know the Wesleyan body, know that it is
a recognised fact that the majority of members of
this Board are people of colour; therefore, one can
hardly imagine that the accusation of the hon. sen-
ior member for St. John is correct. I am sure what
caused him to make that statement is that le nas
been moved by the dilapidated state of the building,
and because of the fact that it is among the few exist-
ing homes opened to people of colour, it appeared
as if it had not been kept in a proper state of repair.
T want to assure the hon. senior member for St. John
without going into the matter too deeply, that some
of the people"who I know are on this Committee
would not begin to entertain any such prejudice.
I am sure that hon. members appreciate whenever
the hon. member throws light on any matter in this
Chamber, and I promise him, although I do not be-
lieve there is any truth in the statement which he
kas made,—that I will go into the matter very thor-
cughly. T am not a Wesleyan. My wife is one. But
the slightest sign I observe in making divisions in
the congregation of that body, or any racial dis-
crimination practised, I shall speak out loudly
against it and do as Lloyd George said, that is to
fight vou with the silver contributions.

I say this publicly, I would associate myself
with anybody to go into any Church and make a
roise and then answer a charge before a Police Magis-
trate if I believed that the incumbent is practising
what I read took place in the Parish Church of St.
George.

I am gorry, Sir, that the hon. member has ex-
pressed this view. I promise him that I will take up
the matter to see if there is any foundation of fact
in his statement. However, I think his expression
here this afternoon will cause this bedy to be more
alert, and it will do no harm. If there is the tendency
to indulge in his practice, his expression will cause
them to be alert.

The question that the Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative with-
ut division.

On the motion of Mr. E. D. MorTLEY, Second-
ed by Mr. Gopparp, Mr. SpEAKER left the Chair, and
the House went into Committec on the Bill, Mr.
Syt being in the Chair.

On the motion of Mr. E. D. MoTTLEY, seconded
by Mr. GopparD, the Preamble was postponed.

Clause 1 was called and passed.

Clause 2 was called.

Mr. E.D. MOTTLEY : I beg to second that.

~ Mr. LEWIS: Taere is a littie difference in the
wording of the Petition and in the wording of this
clause. You could not associate the measurement giv-
en in this clause with that given in the Petition with
respect to this puilding.

Mr. BARROW : 1 agree with the hon. junior
member for the City. { must point out that this
property is vested in the Wesleyan Church in Bar-
bados. 'There is a special association called the Wes-
leyan Methodist Trust Association in HEngland and
therefore they control all the property in Barbados.
Therefore the Superintendent and Secretary of the
Circuit should make it clear that they are acting only
as agents in this island for the association in Eng-
land. That has to be made clear in the Bill itself,
because Mr. St. John will be selling this property
to Mr. Emtage and nobody will have any control
as to what is bought, and the Association in England
might find that their diseretion is being interfered
with down here. We have an agent arrogating to
himself powers which the prinecipals do not have.
These people seem to be acting in their own right in
respect of what is set out here and we must observe
formality of the matter. Otherwise they will say that
the Legislature has vested this property i us and
we can do as we like with it.

The question that clause 2 stand part of the
Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative with-
out division.

Clause 3 to 5 were called and passed.

The Preamble was called.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : T beg to move that this
be the Preamble of the Bill.

Mr. GODDARD: I beg to second that.

Mr. BARROW: I do not like the way which
this matter has been brought about. It has not been
set out in the preamble that these people are acting
as agents of the Association in England with all this
long preamble. The Steward of the Circuit does not
appear in the Bill as having been given Statutory
powers on behalf of the Association in England. We
do not know who these people are and they have come
by way of petition to get this Bill passed. We may
be giving them powers which they may not have
had before. We have to pretend that we know who
these people are and how they come to be in this
matter at all. They have not been mentioned any-
where in the Bill in reference to the 1910 Act of
Barbados. It should be set out that statutory pow-
ers have been given to them.

Mr. LEWIS: In the Petition which accompanies
tkis Bill it is set out that it is the humble petition
of the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Trust Asso-
ciation of Marylebone, London, England, (herein-
after referred to as ‘‘the Association’’) under its
Common Seal, and of The Reverend Kenneth Ernest
Towers, Superintendent Minister in this Island, and
Vincent Byron St. John, Steward of the Circuit.
These people have petitioned this House under g
common seal; this body has signed this petition in
addition to the people we know. The position is that
we have a joint petition. Is that necessary?

Mr. BARROW: Although this is an English
Company it is a foreign Company as far as our law
is concerned. These people have not recited that they
have been given power under the aet to hold proper-
ty in Barbades. The Barbados law in England is
foreign law as far as FEngland is concerned and vice
versa. These people have no right ipso facto to hold
property in Barbados, and they have not recited that
they have been given this authority. T am not ob-
jecting to the Methodists in this jsland disposing of
their property; that is entirely a matter for them.

gy
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Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I thought i would leave
il to the hon. junior membper for St. Lucy to see
that what the hon. member has just said is sheer,
unadulterated tripe.

Mr. BARROW : 1 would like to ask the hon.
member now if he would get up and say that what
1 have said is not correct.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS': The answer is that the
company is a registered company.

Mr. BARROW : 1 will ask the hon. member to
forget his platform tactics and let us get serious, and
not accuse me of misleading the House. I am asking
the hon. member to state whether a company in Eng-
land is not a foreign company as far as Barbados’
law is concerned. ,

*Hon. G. H. ADAMS: That has as much rele-
vianece

Mr. BARROW : Answer the gquestion.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: All T am saying is that the
hon. member is just wasting the time of the House
with the point he is making. If he had just used his
intelligence he would not have made one sentence
of the speech he is making.

Mr. BARROW : Let the hon. meniber answer
the guestion for anybody to read it. I want the hon.
member to say that what I have said is correct or
not, and I want him to say where in any part of this
Bill reference has been made to this fact. This is a
simple question. I ask the hon. member to say whether
a Scottish company is not a foreign company as far
as England is concerned and vice versa.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : There is no reason to have
an adolescent school boy discussing law in this House,

Mr. BARROW : Since the hon. member has said
that I was talking nonsense he has not said that what
I said is not correct. It is a fact that no foreign
company can hold land in Barbados unless there is
@ specific Act for the purpose. I have pointed out
that there is a specific Act but this Bill makes no
reference to this Act and the Methodist Missionary
Trust Association is a foreign company. Although

it is an English Company, it is foreign as far as Bar-
bados’ law 1s concerned. I challenge the hon. mem-
ker to say that I am wrong.

The question that this be the Preamble to the
Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

Un the motion of Mr. H. D. MorTLEY seconded
by Mr. Goddard the Chairman reported the passing
of the Bill in committee and Mr. SPEAKER resumed
the Chair and reported accordingly.

On the motion of Mr. E. D. MorrLEY seconded
by Mr. Gopparp the Bill was read a third time and
ok like motion was passed.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker,—I want
te notify hon. mempers that on ‘fuesday next we will
do as the first Order of the Day the amendments of the
Other Place to the Lioeal Government Bill. We are
anxious to get through the Public Health Bill and
Public Assistance Bill which I understand were
passed by the Other Place today. I understand that
there are many amendments to the Public Health
Bill. I also understand that it was the question of
printing which delayed to a large extent, these
amendments to the Local Government Bill; and it
has been suggested, sir, that the amendments to these
other two Bills could be cyelo-styled and eirculated
among hon. members and dealt with here. Then, if
it is still necessary to print them,—and I think it
is—they can be printed. I am asking hon. members
tc accept these amemdments in_ecyeclo-styled form so
as to save any delay, in order that this House might
be prorogued on a certain date we have in mind.

I now beg to move, sir, that the House do now
adjourn until today week, Tuesday, the 13th of July,
at 3 o’elock p.m.

Hon. M. E. Cox seconded the motion which was
put and agreed to, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the
House accordingly.






