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SESSION 1953-54 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
Twesdag, 2nd March, 1954 

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assenl- 
bly met at  3 p.m. to-day. 

Present : I 
His Honour Mr. l<. X. It. HUSBANDS (Speaker), 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS, B.A., C.M.G. &.C., (Yremzer), 
Hon. D r .  H. G. I-I. CUMMINS. M.D., C .M., (Xinister. 
of Social Services), His Honour Mr. A. E. S. LLWIS 
(Deputy Speaker), Hon. M. E. Cox, (Jlinistev oj  
Contmului.cotions, W o ~ k s  and Houszntg), Mr. F. L. 
WALCOTT, Hon. R,. G. MAPP, (~Wimiisier of Tradc, In- 
dzlstry m d  Labour), Messrs. F. C. GODDARD, F. E. 
MIUER, J. A. HAYNES, B.A., J. C. MOTTLEY, V. B. 
VAUGIIAN. Hon. C. E. TALMA, (Mkister of Aclric1~1- 
ture ~ t c ~ n d s  and Fisheries) and ' ~ r .  L. A. ~LLIAMS, 
LLB. 

CHANGE O F  SEATS BY PREhlIER 
AND MINISTZRS 

Mr. F. &. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker,-Before 
the business of the House begins, I would like to  
state that I have been a member of this Chamber 
for a number of years and without your informing 
me, I have seen that a re-arrangement of the seat- 
ing in the House has taken place. I make no ob- 
jection to the re-arrangement, but as e member of 
this Chamber I would expect. to hear something from 
p u  or mmebody else as to this matter. To-dhy a 
member goes to his seat, places his papers there and 
he is not treated with the courtesy of being told 
of the re-arrangement of the se3ting: I t  could haw 
been stated that as from to-day it has been decided 
that this re-arrangement will take place. You will 
appreciate, Mr. Speaker, that if I or any group of 
members had occupied the seats which members of 
the Government occupy, that would have been re- 
garded as a grave act of diecourtesy; I think that 
at  least honourable members should have been in- 
formed that this re-arrangement would take placo; 
I regard this kind of treatment as being undemo- 
cratic. 

Mr. SPElAKER: Since my courtesy has bee.) 
called into question, I must etate that this changp- 
over has been a bit of a surprise to me; I have not 
had the slightest intimation of it therefore I do not 
think I have shown the House any discourtesj~. 

Somebody else must be responsible in  this matter, 
not I. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: What blame ther,e is to b*l ' 
accepted in  this matter, I accept it. I do not h o w  
that this is one of the conventions which we fol- 
low; I do not know that any honourable member 
has any claim to any particular seat. As f a r  as 1 

- 
know, the honourable member used to sit next to 
nle when he was a member of the Government, but, 
frankly, I do not know where his seat is now. All 
this is just nonsense and I am not pursuing it. 
l endeavoured by telephone to get in  toueh with 
whoever was involved in  this changeover, and the 
cnly honourable member I could get i n  touch with 
was the hoonurable member on my right, the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Joseph. I asked him 
to get in touch with the honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. George and the honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Peter who would be affected, and I tried 
to get in touch with Your Honour both here and a t  
the Barbados Workers' Union. I do not think I 
need say anything more on this matter; I regret that 
it has been raised. 

Mr. LtEWIS : I am one of the honourable 
members who have been affecked; I had no in- 
timation of the matter whatever. I would' like to 
say, like the honourable junior member for  St. 
Peter, that if I had walked into the House and took 
the seat I have taken now, I would not like to know 
what the speech of the honourable senior member for  
St. Joseph would have been. To get in touch with hon- 
o~irable members about this matter this very morn- 
ing is not good enough; certainly some intimation 
of this change should have been given to honour- 
able members before this morning. May I say that  
if the Ministers are occupying those seats, a t  least 
the seating accommodation of the Press should have 
been on the other side of the House so as t o  meet 
the objection taken by the Press; i t  would seem as 
if the Press is now ruling the IIouse of Assembly. T 
sincerely hope that occupying seats over there will 
result in an increase in 11-isdom on the part  of the 
Ministers. 

MINUTES 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that the Minutes of the meetings of the 
5th and 12th January, 1954, respectively have been 
circulated to honourable members. If there is .no ob- 
jection, those Minutes will be taken as read and con- 
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firmed. (After a pause). Thero being no objection, 
those Minutes are taken as read and confirmed. 

MESSAGES FROM T H E  GOVERNOR 

Hon. G. H. AD'AMS: I have the honour to 
present from His Excellency the Governor, Mes- 
sage No. 811954 as follows:- 

idessage No. 8/1954. 

His Excellency The Governor 
To 

The Honozirable The House of Assembly 

His ~xcel lency the Governor has the honour 
to inform the Honourable the House of Assembly 
that its Address of the 8th December, on the s ~ b -  
ject of racial discrimination practised by certali~ 
hotel in  ~ e r m u d a  and the Bahamas, ha5 
been forwarded to the Right Honourable the Sec- 
retary of 'State for the Colonies, who has noted itb 
contents and has asked that the Honoura,ble House 
may be reminded that Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment have alx57ays been strollgly opposed to dis- 
crimination on grounds of C O ~ O U ~ ,  but consider that 
the discontinuance of these practices can only be 
effectively achieved by the development of a healthy 
public opinion against them, and not through legis- 
lative measures. 

2. The Secretary of State has forwarded the 
attached copy of the record of the debate in the 
House of Commons on the 1st May, 1953, on a 
motion urging Her Majwty's Government to ill- 

troduce legislation with a view to the progressive 
elimination of the colour bar in Colonial territories, 
which was defeated, and has suggested that it 
might be plaeed in the library of the House of As- 
biy for the' information of members. 

R. D. H. ARUNDELL; 
G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  

Government House, 
Barbados. 

25th February, 1954. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I have the honour to pre- 

sent from His Excellency the Governor, Messag? 
No. 9/1954 as follows:- 

Message No. 9/1954 

His Ezcellency Tlze Governor 
To 

The Honourable Zhe House of Assembly 

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to 
submit for the consideration of the Honourable the 
House of Assembly the Report of the Deep Water 
Harbour Committee. 

R-  D. H- ARuNDEL1~, 

HOUSE - -. - 
NOTICES 

Government Notices were given as follows :- 
Hon. C. E. TALMA: B111 to authorise the 

Barbados Sugar Producers' Association to con- 
struct and mair~tain one or inore pipeline or pipe- 
Lines for conveying vacuum pan molasses from a 
point ashore to vessels in  the harbour. 

Hon. G. H. ADlAMS: Bill to settle the rates of , 
Income Tax for, the year 1954 ancl to make provisio~i 
for certain other matterq in eoniieetion with the 
levying of the said tax. 

Hon. G. H. A D U S :  Bill to grant a sum of 
money out of the Public Treasury and to appropriate ' 

the same for the service of the year ending on ae 
31st 1955. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Resolution to place the 
Gum of $629,000 at the disposal of the aovernor-in- 
Executive Committee to meet expenditure during the 
financial year 19xd5 on capital works included in 
the ~ ~ t i ~ ~ t ~ ~  1954-55 Part 11 Capital, A-Loan 

Hon. G. H. ADA&fS : Of ~ n y  intentioiz to move 
the House into Committee of Supply at its next 
,,,ting in order to collsider the molley Resolution 

which I have just given notice. 

BILLS RE'AD A FIRST TIME 

On the mokion of Hon. C. E .  TALMA, seconded 
by Hon. M. Et. Cox, the Bill to authorise the B&- 
bados S.ugar Producers' Association to construct and  
maintain one or more pipeline or pipelines for con- 
veying vacuum pan molasses from a point ashore to 
vesseb in the harbour, was read a first time, 

On motions of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded bv 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS in each case, the following Bi]lls 
were read a first time :- 

Bill to settle the rates of Income Tax for the 
year 1954 and to make provision for certain other , 
matters in connection with the levying of the said 

, tax. 
Bill to grant a sum of money out of the Publicr 

Treasury and to appropriate the same for the service * 
, of the year ending on the 31st March, 1955. 

APPOINTMENT O F  SELECT COMMITTEE 

Hon. M. E.  COX: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move 
that a Select Committee be appointed to reply to 
His Exc.ellency the Governor's Message No. 9/1954 
relating to the Report of the Deep Water Harbour 
Committee. 

Hon. Dr. CUBIMINS seconded the motion, which 
was agreed to. 

M, WEAKER:  subjeoi to the appmval of the 
House, I have the honour t o  appoint the following 

' honourable member;., to serve as members of that 1 Select Committee :-The honourable senior member 
Government House, 

Bridgetown. 
2nd March, 1954. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: Mr. Speaker,-At a later 
stage I shall move for the appointment of a Select 
Committee to reply to that Afessage. 

for St. Phi>lip (Mr. CRAWFORD), the honourable 
junior member for St. John (Mr. VAUGHAX), the 

I honourable junior member for Christ Church (Mr. 
GODDARD), the honourable junior member for St. 
George (Nr. MILLER), the honourable junior mem- 
ber for the City (Mr. ILEWIS), the honourable junior 
member for St. Lncy (Mr. WILLIANS) and the han 

PAPERS LAID i ourable senior member for St. lfichael (Hon. M. E. 
I Cox). 

By commalid of His Excellency the Governor, - 
Papers were laid as follows :- I 

I COnIMITTEE OF SIJPPLY Hon. G. H. ADA3IS : Statement shoving Gross 
Customs and Excise Receipts fol* the nine months 
ended the 31st December, 1953. 

Hon. G. H.  ADAMS: Statement showing Gross 
Customs and Excise Receipts for the ten months end- 
ed the 31st January, 1954. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the D,iy 
stands in the name of the honourable junior member 
for St. Thornas:-To move the House illto Commit- 
tee of Supply to consider the grant of sums of 
money for the service of the colony. 
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On the motion of Hon. Dr. CUMMINS, seconded 
by Hon. M. E. Cox, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair. 
and  the House went into Committee of Supply, Mr. 
SMITH being in the Chair. 

CONTRZBUTION TO THE PAN AMERICAN 
SANITARY ORGANISATION 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: The first Reso_lution, 
Mr. Chairman, is a Resolution to place the sum 5f 
$1,530 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1953-54, 
Pa r t  I, - Current as shown in  the Supplementary 
Estimates 1953-54, NO. 42, which form the Schedule 
to the Resolution relating to Contributions to the 
P a n  American Sanitary Organisation. 

This sum of $1,530 is a eontribution from Bar- 
bados to the Pan  American Sanitary Organisation. 
This Organisation, as  is well known, has to deal 
with sanitary matters in the Western I-Iemisphere. 
At  the last meeting of the Regional Economic Com- 
mittee i t  was agreed that a recommendation &ould 
be made to all British West Ind'ian Governments 
that the~r should accept the proposal of thq Secretary 
of State for the payment of annual contributions to 
the expenses of the Pan  American Sanitary Organ- 
jsation, and it was decided that the total contribution 
for the British West Indian Colonies should be $15,000 
United States currency. When the matter was put to 
Barbados, we thought that the contribution should be 
made on a population basis, and on that basis our 
contribution would be 6.4%, but on the basis as put 
up  by Trinidad i t  would be 6% which. represents 
$1,530, British West Indian Currency. This sum rep- 

p p p -p- p 

to colleet money from the Government, but I hope 
they will get more than a fair share on their re- 
turn. l would like to know why should the con- 
tribution be made in American currency and 
what was the arrangement which was put up 
which cauqed us to have to pay 6.4% and what was 
the alternative arrangement put  up  which reduced 
the contribution to 6%. I am not asking any un- 
reasonable questions and I hope the honourable 
member will be able to answer me. I suppose that 
this matter will have to  be regarded as a regional 
matter and i n  that respect I am glad to know that  
the Regional Economic Committee is uncllertakiig 
regional mattem; I sincerely hope I will hear that 
they have taken over the Oils and Fats  conference 
which are regional and are still outside that Organ- 
isation. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTI4EY : Any Resolution which 
aims a t  improving the health of this colony deserves 
the support of this Chamber. Just a few days ago I 
spoke with the Honourable Minister of Health 
relative to the Yellow Fever Campaign. While we 
bhould support this Resolution, we should not sup. 
port i t  unless we offer our criticisms despite the face 
that they will be criticisms of the Health Depart- 
ment. I happened one morning to attend a lecture 
given by thi6 Oficer who is now i n  the island -- I 
think he is a Sanitary Engineer-and I told him I 
do not think that the Health Department of the 
country was giving enough CO-oper;ation. I listenet; 
very carefully to the adrvice given to  the Sanitary 
Department, in which it was said that the Inspectors 
would have to spray water barrels and other re- 

I ceptacles in houses and 'I made i t  clear that I thought. 
resents our eontribution for last year; the. con- l that the Director of Medical &rvices and other 
tribution as from this year will be included in the I Health Officers should offer more c*-operation in  this 
Estimates for 1954-55. I might add that there is I matter because Barbadians are suspic~ious by n a t u e  
evidence of the usefulness of t h i ~  Organisation to 
Barbados; i t  is only just yesterday that a ~ampaig11 
to rid the Caribbean area of the mosquito .tledes 

and if Inspectors went into people's houses and be- 
gan to spray this white stuff-unless the people have 
some assurance from the mediczl fraternity that this 

~ ~ ~ ~ t i  which is responsible for the spread of ~ o l -  stuff is not injurious to health I am sure that the peo- 
low fever, was started and we hope that we will also I ple not any co-operation in this matter. I 
have our B.C.G. campaign which will be carried Out 
under the auspices of this Organisation. I beg to 
move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  The first thing that strikes me 

about this Resolution is that other colonies 2n this 
area have had the benefit of the eradication of this 
mosquito and the B. C. G. C'ampaign against tuber- 

suggest, that the Health Officers who are drawing sub- 
stantial salaries should get out of their wheel-chairs 
and go into the school houses with the Sanitary 
Inspectors and lecture not only in St. Michael but 
jn parishes like St. Andrew and St. doseph. 1 know 
that there is a bit of jealousy between the 
medical men and the sanitary I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . . I  am hop- 
ing that the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ b l ~  ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~  of ~ ~ ~ l t h  will 

culosis and a t  that time we did not hear about I carry back this eriticism--of course he has not got their making any contribution; however, a con- 
tribution has to be made, and ss i t  is claimed that 
we are getting some benefit this 
Organisation, I am wondering if this Organisation 
does intend 'pend any money in this area 
IS this money for paying somebody for their 
~ d v i c e ?  Why should this amount be in American 
dollars? This will further reduce the American dol- 
lars which we have for the importation of gwds  
from the hard currency areas. I would like a little 
further explanation of this matter; we have been 
told that ~ ~ ~ b ~ d ~ ~  put up a scheme by which our 
contribution would be 6%. 1s this a matter of p@pu- 
lation, area, disease or what? On the last oocss$n 
when ?ve started a percentage basis for calculating 
something, there was a verv smart arrangement 
made by Trinidad by which the revenue which they 
got from oil v a s  taken out of the udculation of thkir 
wealth as azainst the others; I am very glad to hear 
that on this occasion at  least, the island of Trini- 
dad has been so generous as t o  make a suggestion 
which has reduced our contribution to 6%. For 
the pltrpose of the record I would like to know 
why the contribution js to hp in American dollars. 

to carry back he is directillg policy. 
1 say it is the duty of the doctors to go into the  
school rooms and lecture to  people and let them; 
know that the spraying of this white substance in 
water barrels, etc., is not injurious to health. I was 
&lad when the honourable Minister of Health gave 
a short talk over the radio, but that did not rearh 
so far outside St. Michael. 

The doctors know well enough that if families 
are just spoken to by laymen and are given 
assurance by the Health Authorities, thep are not go- 
ing to allow this spraying to take place. I that 
the honourable Minister of Health will direct the 

I health policy of this colony and if what I haye sug- 
gested is not done the householders will not offer 
any Co-operation. It is all V e q  well to say that  th(! 
people are offering co-o~eration, but Sanitary In- 
spectors tell me that that is not so. I am therefore 
suggesting that you are wasting money and YOU will 
net have that co-operation which is necessary in 

. eradieatin? this mosquito if the doctors do not pull 
their weight. Not only the ~ e d i c a l  Officers of Health, 

, but the Parochial Medical Officers should be asked 
I am very sorry that this Organisation has started I to CO-ogerate and speak to the people of this eo l~ny  
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letting them know what the position is. Somebody 
said to me that spraying this white stuff in water 
baPreYs might be a means of birth controi; however, 
l hope the honourdble lfllilister 01 Iiedlih w ~ l l  ulLecL 
the health policy of thls colony. 

Mr. CB,AWPORD: l am wondering now that 
we are beginning to make our contribution to the 
annual expenditure of this regional branch of ihe 
Woi-ld Health Organlsatlon, wrly rve should begm 
with the eradication of the Yellow Fever Bfosquito. 
So  far  as I know, the work in this area has been 
c o d n e d  mainly to the B.C.G. Campaign. I t  appears 
to me that tuberculosis in Barbados is more rampant 
tnhn yellon fever caused by thls inosql~ito. Trinidad 
has erected a 'l'.B. sailitorium; ot~ler  coloilies haye be- 
gnn ~ t h  the campaigll to eradicate tuberculosis xvilile 
we start with the campaign to eradicate fever 
and say that we have had discussions as regards 
starting a campaign against tuberculosis. The ill- 
cidence of tuberculosis is on the increase; so far, 
this Government has not seen fit to erect a T.B. 
Sanitorium and there is no proper means of control- 
ling T.B. It appears to me that we will be well ad- 
vised to start the B.C.G. Campaign and allow our 
attention to be directed later on to the rratlicaatioll 
of yellow fever. 

The honourable Minister of Health should have 
made some &atenient as to the unnecessary delay 
on the part of t,he Government in respect of the 
B.C.G. Campaign: almost the entire island of Trini- 
dad has been inoculated by the same regional or- 
ganisation and there has been some criticism as to 
the negligence of Sarbados in not starting the R.C.G. 
C a q a i g n ;  I m not a t  all sure that when other 
West Indian Governments got the World Health 
Orgabisation to start the B.C.G. C'ampai:rn in their 
areas2 these Governments were called upon to make 
any subvention to the expenses of the Organisation. 
It should not be surprising if the participation of 
the World Health O r g a n i ~ t i o n  in the campaign in 
Trinidad and elsewhere was relatively free of ex- 
pense to the colonies concerned; now that we are 1 

starting to provide funds for the Organisation, we 
are 5tarting to +a1 with the eradication of yellow 
fever! Unless we want to give the impression that 
this colony is overrun by the yellow Fever MPS- 
quito and its demands priority, it seems 
to q e  that the correct step for  us to take would ha1r2 
been to begin to combat a disease is taking 
an  increasingly grave toll of the life and health -of 
the community. The figures published monthly by 
the Medical Department show beyond the shadow of 
doubt that T.B. is on the increase; and the recent 
recommendation of the Hospital Planning Commit 
tee to erect a T.B. Sanitorium in the Hospital block' 
must take time to be put into effect. So f a r  a s  I k n m ,  
no adequate steps are being taken or even contem- 
plated by the Government to &op the advancibg 
menace of tuberculosis. I think that the public is 
entitled to some further information on the part of, 
the honourable introducer of the R(esolution as b. 
why other colonies in the West Indies have almost 
finished their B.C.G. Campaign and we $hve not p t  
begun ours but are still cw>ntemplating the in- 
troduction of this Campaign. 

With regard to the payment of this subvention 
in American dollars, I &ould like to say that the 
few American a l l a r s  which we get in this island are 
insufficient for our necessities; we are getting less 
than almost any other colony in  the West India .  
Almost every other colony in  the West Indies has a 
better allocation of Anierican dollars than me have; 
the ldlocation which we have is nothing short of 
criminal. judged by m y  standard. While none ot 
us would decry the importance of health in  the corn- 
mrmi* or a ccontribntion to an Organisation like 

this, while we consiuer that the eradication of: the 
Yellow &'ever l \ losyu~~u wlll take place ~n ha1 bauow 
and the expenses incurred locally wlll be in sterling, 
it is dithculc to understand why we should make our 
contribution to the expenses of this Organ~sation in 
*imerican dollars. 'l'he equivalent in  sterling is, in  
itselr, a diitereiit matter, but i c  uoes appear to me casl 

I ~f the few American dollars we do get from the pool 
bhould be utilised for the necessary imports from 
areas which call supply tliem erleaper L I I ~ U  ~ l l e  
sterling areas, and not for a contribution towar,ds a 
campaign like this which must take plaae locally 
and which will require local currency. The cou- 
tribution to this campaign should not be allowed to 
make any inroads into our small dollar allocdtion. 

Hon Dr. CUMNINS: To answer the honour- 
able junior member for the City Grst as to why 
we are ctlllecij upon to make a contribution to the 
expenses of this Organisation, i sllould Illre to say 
that the Unlted Kingdom pays an  annual con- 
tribution to the World Health Organisation and the 
Gnited Kingdom felt that that conlribution would 
also include the colonies; but since the Pan  Ameri- 
rean Sanitary Organisation h@ been made a separate 
entity, the Governments in this area are called upon 
to make a contribution to this Organisation. The 
British Caribbean colonies are contributing as a 
whole to the Organisation and they are considered 
ae, one unit which will have the right of represen- 
tation a t  the meetings of this Organisation. Previouri 
to that, the British Caribbean Colonies had no right 
to be represented a t  these meetings; they were rep- 
resented by an  official specially nominated by the 
Colonial Office. Since this arrangement has bee11 
effected, the British Caribbean area will have the 
right to be represented and a t  the last meeting Dr. 
Peat of Trinidad represented the area. 

As to the basis for  arriving at  the aniou~lt of 
this contribution, there was a suggestion made at 
one time that the matter shonld be dealt with on a 
p0p~lati011 basis and there was also another bug- 
gestion that the matter sh'ould be dealt with on the 
basis of revenue. However, at  the last meeting of 
the Regional Economic Committee, the sum of 
$15,000 United states currency, was agreed u p m  
and the contribution of 6% by Barbados was arrivccl 
at. As 1 see it, the Governmeiits in the Caribbean 

and in the south American area as well, Con- 
tribute to the expenses of this Organisation and it 
Seems to me that you muet have common iie- 
nomination. I t  was therefore decided to have these 
contributions in United States cUJTenCy and that is 

this $157000 is in that currency. 
The honourable senior member for St. Philip 

has talked about our trying to make out to the 
world that yellow fever is rampant here; but any- 
body who knows Barbados will know that we had 
an attack of yellow fever some Years ago and the 
yellow Fever Mosquito is rampant in Barbadps. you  
will find i t  on the beachps, in crab holes-wherever 
water has been allowed to accumulate and become stag- 
nant You will find this mosquito E g ~ ~ t i  and 

are liable to have another attack of yellow fever. 
This campaign is not in connection with Barbados 
alone; i t  embraces the whole Caribbean area and 
the south American area as well. 

As to why we have not started the B.C.G. Cam- 
paign, I want to say that no Government carries 
out that campaign on its own bauk; a Government 
is mis ted  by this mme Organisation in  carryiag 
out such a campaign. One of the conditions is that 
provision must be made for the treatment of t u b  
culosis; that is a prerequisite for carrying out a 
B.C:G. Campaign. Those who have read the Report 
which was laid last Tuesday in  connection with Che 
Planning Committee as  to the Hospital will aee that 



member just why we are earryiiig out the campaign 
against the Yellow Fever Mosquito and the reason 
for this contribution being in American dollam. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I thank the honourable meiilber 
for his explanation and I a111 glad to know that we 
will have some form of representation for our 
money; that is a good feature in this matter. I 
suppose it is in order to get around some dlifficul- 
ties that they hzve chosen a common currency, but 
1 am not entirely satisfied on that point. Thr> hon 
ourable member has not answered the question a 
to how we came to be contributing this 6 % ;  per- 
haps no lumpsum was decided upon before and the 
Regional Economic Committee decided on a lump- 
sum. The honourable member said that there was a 

a t  the Hospital provision +l1 be made for a separate 
block where the treatment of tubercrulosis will be 
carried out. When the Pan-American Sanitary Or- 
ganislation is satisfied that we are making provision 
for the treatment of tuberculosis, then and only 
then will the B.C.G. Campaign be undertaken. As 
soon as the Legislature deals with that  fCeport apd 
decides to take action on it and that is r,eported to  
the Bureau, we feel sure that they will come to our 

suggestion made as to the contribution being put 
on a population basis and there was also a s1tgqes- 
tion made that it should be put on a revenue basis; 
the Regional Economic Committee clecided on a 
lumpurn and we are paying this 6%. That is a11 
right: what I would like to know is this; what ,vas 
the basis on which the Regional Economic Comn:it 
tee came to the conclusion that our contributiori 

Resolution. I 'think i t  was some time in September , 
last year when the Government Electrical E ~ g i n e e r  , 
paid a visit to the Airport and made a survey of the 
installations there and recommended that additional 
mechanics should be employed in order to keep ' 
these illstallations free from ercaion and thiilgb of 
that sort. Since then the Director of I-Iighurap and 
Transport, the Electrical Engineer and the Director . 
of Civil Aviation got together and decided that it , 

shoulcl be 6% ? If we have present with us our 
reprercntative on the Regional Economic Coma~ittee 
I cannot see why me cannot be g i ~ e n  that informa- 
tion. The honourable i~~eiilber now say:: that, th is  
contribution of 6% is on th? basis of popul R t' 1t-m : 
he said that two ~uggestions had been put forward 
but he did not say which suggestion had been fol 
lowed. He went on to say that they had decitl~.d on 
this smount of $15,000 but did not say on what 
basis that, our contribution was 6%. 

The question that this Resolution do noxv pass 
was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE RE EMPLOYEES AT SE k W  ELL 

AIRPORT 

assistance with the B.C.G. Campaign. I know it will was in the best interests of the efi"1cient running oi 
be asked why we are making provision for the treak- the Airport and as far  mechanics are concerned. I merit of tuberculosis at the Hospital rather- than , that T X - ~  shoulct elllploy a larger nunlber of mechanics 

HON. M. E.  COX: The next Resolution, Mr. 
Chairman, is a Resolution to place the sulil of 
$416.00 at  the disposal of the Goveri~or-in-Execu- 
tive Committee to supplement the Estimates 1933-54, 
Par t  I Current as shown in the Supplementarj 
Estimates 1953-54, No. 43, which form the Sche; 
dule to the Resolution in connection with staff at ~ h c  
Ai~por t .  

Honourable members will see the manner irl 
which the Resolution has been broken down; ~ h c  
sum of $325 is for the purpose of employing four 
Grade "B" Mechanics at  Seawell, $55 for the pay- 
ment of a Cost of Living AlloWance and $36 fur  tht 
provision of refreshments for a few person*, whc; 
have to remain a t  the Airport for long hours as a 
result of the delay in the arrival and departure of 
aircraft. The Addendum to the Resolution explains 
evemhing as fully as  could be done; 1 took par- 
ticular pains to get it as explanatory as possible and 
I hardly think it necessary to say much on this 

erecting a sanatorium. (A MHMBER: That is out of 
order). Well if that is out of order I will take my 
seat. I thought I would explain to the ho~oma6le  

tion, the House is being asked to vote this sum of ' 

$416. 
It is hoped to recoup these four mechanrcs 

before the end of the financial year. I say that tte- 
cause it might be said that in  view of the fact 
that the Estimates for 1954-55 are before us, tills 
matter could have been left over. This recommen 
clation has been made by technical people who have 
pressed that the matter be dealt with immediatsiy. 
As regards this $36 for refreshment, I think hon- 
ourable members will agree that the people con- 
~erned, have made out a case for this provision; 
agents or representatives of airlines a t  Seawell givc 
their employees this concession. When there is a 
delay in the arrival of aircraft they go for r~ l r e sh -  
melit and the Government is asked to do the same 
thing for its officers, which we consider to be reas- 
onable. That is why we have included this amount 
in this Resolution. I beg to move that this Resolu- 
tion do now pass. 

Hon. C. E .  TALlMh: I beg to second that. 
Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: I n  looking over this 

than we llow employ rather thall have to spend ' 

ellormous sums in paying firms to keep these 
' 

ctallations in order. As a result of that recommends- 

Resolution I want to make a few comm~nts on the 
action taken by the hon. Minister of Commlinica- 
tions. I t  is only two months ago that I made some 
strong criticism of the way in  which the Govern- 
pen t  was operating the Airport and paying a lot 
pf overtime to one mechanic, and I am glad to sec 
that the Government has decided to employ four 
more Grade "B7' Mechanics. I am indeed glad to 
notice this action which has been taken by the Gov- 
$rnment following the comments and criticisin l 
made; that is an indication that if we, 3s the 
elected repr'esentatives of the people, attempt to 
perform our duty some notice will be taken of it. 
I am glad to see that the few feeble remarks I madc 
that day have 'taken effect and I Want to registtr 
a word of a~wreciation to the Government for hav- 
ing taken this immediate action to remedy the state 
of affairs at  the Airport. I am in hearty agreement 
with this Resolutiog and it therefore has my whole- 
hearted support. I want to compliment the hon- 
ourable Minister of Communications on having 
made this move which will give him credit in the 
position he occupies. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I would like to drau 
the attention of the honourable Minister of Com- 
munications to note 2 of the addendum to t h ~ ;  
Resolution. That note says: "It is considered equi- 
table to pay an  allowance to cover the cost of 

eals to the Air Traffic Control Officers a t  Seaweli 
~ r p o r t  when they are required to remain on duty l'- 

outside of normal hours due to late flights pro- 
vided that they do not reside on the premises. These 
officers are not eligible for travelling allowance and 
do not receive overtime pay in respect of abnormal 
hours during which they are on duty and it is pro- 
posed to pay them out-of-pocket expenses to cover , 
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actual cost of meals as and when the occaeiou 
arises. ' ' 

I should like to ask the honourable Minister 
v h a t  are the conditions of employment of the& 
t.echnica1 officers and I should like to know why the 
Government has only decided on the provision of 
meals as out-of-pocket expenses. 1 will point out to 
the hon. Minister how illogical i t  is to pay techni- 
cal officers a meal allowance on the basis of what 
is set out in  the addendum to this Resolution. Tov 
say that these officers work outside of normal work- 
ing hours, but you do not pay a meal allowailco 
based on the fact that the officers are working o c t  
of the normal working hours; you give a meal allow- 
ance on the basis that people are working far  away 
from their meals. You do not give a meal allowance 
an lieu of overtime ; if a Customs Officer receives a dol- 
3a,r per hour for overtime work and he works eight 
hours overtime he will receive $8.00 but if these 
Air Traffic Control Officers work for the same nilni- 
ber of hours overtime, they will. only get meal.,. T 
do not agree that you should pay these Air Traliit2 
Control Officers a meal allowance for abnormai 
working hours; they are entitled to more generws 
treatment. If these officers were members of the 
Trade Union and I was asked to negotiate with 
the Gcvernment on their behalf, I would not accept 
for them any meal allowance in lieu of overtinic 
wages. If you want to give these officers an al- 
lowance, give them an allowance which is aporo 
priate to the amount of overtime work you wdnt 
them to do. It is unscientific to say that you arc 
giving these Officers a meal allowance; if these 
Officers are working outside of normal workmg 
hours and you are giving them an allowance I w c ~ i d  
suggest t c  the Government that it should not be 
based on ineals because that is an unscientific 
approach to the matter, since these officers will gel 
an  allo~vance which is the equivalent of meals 
while others will get an  allowawe based on overtl:1;1: 
work. 1 am not opposing this Resolution, but I am 
just throwing out that suggestion to the hononrabie 
Minister: this is a matter on which I can speak be- 
cause it is a part of my duty to deal with suck 
matters. You do not give an  allowance for overti~rle 
based on meals because, except a person is a 
glutton. the actual meals would not bc- a fair nl 
lowance. I suggest that this matter should be regu- 
larised departmentally : honourable member., s+il! 
see that these Officers Would not be placed ou a 
proper footing. There is a Customs Officer who qoes 
to Sesn-ell and he is paid for overtime hours besed 
on ~vl~atever the rate is: if the rate is a dollar per 
hnnr, I repeat, and he works for eight hours, he 
will receive $8.00 while these technical Officeru 
would be getting meals. Meals should not be thc 
basis for the payment of an allowance for overtirne 
hours as set out in  this Resolution. 

Mr. TrEWIS: I am glad to hear the honourable 
,junior ~nrnlber for St. Peter speak with authorit)- 
like that. because this matter struck me as bcillg 
peculiar. I do not know if outside of normal work- 
ing hours would include the regular lunch; houz 
for an employee, I do not know if this is a cheap:. 
system as reconlmended by the Government: I k~lolr 
that when officers get overtime they are paid by the 
 hif ft. As regards those who work with shipping, T 
think thp warehouses have to pay for overtime work. 
From ~vllat I hear now, i t  is really not so mucb a 
questio~l of working during meal time as worl<illg 
outside of normal working honrs. Whatever t:10 
~ositiolj  is, T think the Government might 6112 
themselves in difficulty if they introduce this prm- 
c i ~ l e ;  they should t ry  and discover how the averzge 

works out and give these Officers an  allowance based 
on that and let them look after their own meals, 
These Officers may be able to make that arrange- 
ment themselves. 

The next thing is that this Resolution has no 
commencing date. If the Other Place is not sitii:l:, 
today and you cannot compel them to sit next Tues- 
day, on what is this Resolution based? Are you 
employing these people from the last week i n  &Parch 
or h&vc they beeri employed already alld the Rrso- 
lution has now come down to the House? This Re- 
solution will hate no effect until it has gone 
through the regujar course and signed by Iht- I-Iend 
of the Administration. What is the provision here? 
Have they provided for three weeks or what? Have 
ihrse people wo:ked already and the Hcsolution 
has now come down? I n  my opinlon, this state of 
3'?tlir~ has been existing for so long that i t  inigl~t 
ha-:e been left and dealt with in the Estin:ates and 
a slert could be made from the beginnbig of the 
Cnancial year. I think it is incumbent ori the 1~011- 

ou~.:tble Minister to say exactly what the position 
is, because we have discovered that Resolut~ons have 
been brought here after money has be9n 
spent and that is something whieb 1s 

entirely wrong. Therz may be occasions on which 
such a thing can be excused, but this is something 
which has come before the House. Have they got 
one man to do the work of five people? I do not 
know if this man used to help with the mechanical 
side as well; I have to go by what the Resolutjan 
says; i t  may be that somebody else might be able 
to see something else. I think the Government should 
say how long they are providing for here by the 
salaries they are paying; I say that something should 
have been ~ u t  in the Resolution as to when it will 
operate, whether this money is for one week and if 
i t  is only for one week why was it put  i n  a separate 
Resolution to be dealt with by this House almost at 
the time when the Estimates are discussed? I would 
like to know whether this gentleman who is out here 
dealing with the organisation of departments has 
been asked whether this set-up will meet the needs 
of the Airport; whether there are too many people 
or too few. Has this gentleman's opinion been asked 
in  connection with this subject? 

Hon. M. E.  CGX: I will answer the last ques- 
tion first. Mr. Foster is dealing with the re-organisa- 
tion of offices which, I presume is a clerical matter; 
but this is a technical matter. The Electrical En- 
gineer, the Director of Highways and Transport and 
the Director of Civil Aviation-all technical men - 
recommended what has been set out in this Resdu- 
tion and the Government agreed with it. I want to 
assure the honourable junior member for the City 
that nobody has been appointed to any of these posts 
as yet; I do not think that the Government would 
take the chance of appointing anybody beforc this 
Resolution is approved by the Legislature. 

I thank the honourable junior member for St. 
Peter for the remarks he has made. but T would like 
to tell him in the first place that this allowance will 
not be an allowaizce in the sense that they will get 
$2.00 or $3.00 but they will get their dinner or lunch 
at  the canteen a t  the Airport. The Airport Manager 
mill take charge and see that these meals are being 

I paid for. As you Irnow, Mr. Chairman. there are 
many jobs in Government Departments for which no 
overtime is paid; you have the Inspector and em- 
ployees at the Waterworks Department and when 
they attend to a pipe which bursts in the middle of the 
night they do not get any overtime payment. These 1 Officers were employed with the understanding that 
they would not receive any overtime pay, but this is 
just a gesture on the part of the Government who 



realises that sometimes plane flights are delayed, these 1 a month's salary. 1 am suggesting that the honour  
Officers are fa r  from their homes and the Airport able member should take to heart the advice which I Manager has asked that consideration be given to h& just been given by a Trade Unionist and a t  least 
them. The Government feels that it is a reasonabl? 
request and agreed to grant i t ;  but there is absolute- 
ly no obligation on the part of the Government to do 
so. The arrangement was that these Officers wonld 

withdraw the last item in the Resolution, put i t  on 
a proper basis, introduce i t  in the Estimates and let 
a proper method of overtime pay be given to these 
people who are covered by this amount. I am not 

be paid so much per month and they would be present i sa,tisfied that what is proposed here is the proper way 
a t  the arrival or departure cf aircraft; it was not ' to deal with this matter: the honourable junior mem- 
stipulated in the terms of the agreement that they 1 ber forr  St. Peter not 0111~ has experience as  a Trade 
would be give11 any overtillle pay. They have 0111~ 1 Unionist and is therefore engaged in these matters, 
asked for consideration in so far  as meals are con- 
cerned. 

Mr. F. L. TVALCOTT: I t  was llot a colidition of 
enlployment to give these Officers overtime pay 
and i t  was not a condition of elnploylllent 
to give meals either. The argument that these 
Officers are not entitled to overtime pay because 
they are not required to do allything outside 
the condition of their employment does not arise; 
if they are entitled to a meal because they have 
to go to the Airport a t  2 o'clock in the morning, that 
would apply to somebodt\r else as well. What I want 
to stress is this; if a case has been made out for an  
lowance, i t  is a case for an  allowance, not for a meal; 

but he has been a member of the Government; he is 
therefore speaking with experience from both sides. 
I think i t  would be well to delete this item from the 
Resolution, get it re-considered in the light of what 
the honourable Bhnister has heard today and bring 
i t  down as a new proposition based on an allowance 
for overtime work. 1 will tell the honourable mem- 
ber that if he brings about any dissatisfaction in the 
Civil Service he will have to remedy it. 

Mr. &TILLER: I have had on several occasions 
to in this trouse on the tremendous cost of 
illaintailling equipment at  Seawell: two years ago 

major overhauling was done to three of the 
units, which exceeded the cost, of those units as new. You pay a man a when YOU take him I I think the Goverllment is wise in deciding to carry 

from his normal responsibility within his normal four additional mechanics at the ~i~~~~~ when they 
working hours. A meal allowance would be on the / have 13 units to be serviced. I would like to say 
basis of whenever a man eats a meal and if there is a that this is the first time in the past five years thai: 
man who could not eat after 8 07eloek he would not I I have heard anything about trade unionisin 
pet any meal allowance ~vhereas another man who in this I-Iouse at all; it is fortunate to be here 
could eat three meals would get an allowance for today to hear the honourable junior member for 
three The question of giving a , St. Peter speak on this matter. As r,egards this Reso- ance could not be regarded as a scientific approach lution, I am tvondering if something went wrong 
to this matter; as  soon as you start this business of that the honourable ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~  of ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~  de- 
giving a meal allowance you will find that you will 
have to give i t  to the other people as well. The Gov- 
ernnlent started something at  the General Hospital 
and the people at  the Mental Hospital asked for  the 
same thing because the door had been opened; when 
a door has been opened i t  is not so to it; 
all these gentlemen who work in the Courts in  the 
country would also ask for meals because are 
not working in their territories. I t  is better for the 

to pay these Officers than this 
$36 and close the door to something which does not 
nlalre any sense. The question of a meal allowance 
does not arise here. 

The honourable introducer of this Resolntioiz did , 
not say what was the basis Of the e m p l o ~ e n t  of 
these Officers; he said that they get any 
overtime pay. If you provide these Officers with 
meals then people at  the Mmaterworks Department 
could claim the same thing: they will come along with 

,a just case and ask; "If you c m  pay these technical 
at  Seawell a meal allowance because they are 

called to between 2 and 4 07c-lock 
in the morning, what is the difference between them 
and people at the Waterworlrs Department who are 
called up  to St. Andrew a t  2 o'clock in the morning 
to to a burst main? I am giving the honour- 
able member the benefit of my lrllowledge without 
the payment of a fee; this is something lvith which 
I deal every day. You never pay a meal allowance 
for working during abnormal hours; I would sug- 
gesf that a proper allowance be paid these Officers 
even if you give them more money. 

Mr. LEWIS : I would like to know for how i 

tided to bring it down. ~h~~~ were three tecllllical 
men who advised this change but the honourable mPm- 
her clid llot seem to asqert his position at all; accord- 
ing to note 3 of the Addendum to this Resolution an  
allowance for meals i3 to be given in lieu of wages. 
Another point. which I think the honourable nlenlber 

be willing to accept is that these ofleers could 
have an  arrangement made to'have their owl1 meals 
sent to them and they would prefer to have 
meals. The honourable member said that, i t  was on 
the advice of three technical 

Hon. M. E. COX: I said that the employment 
of these fcilr additional Grade "B" Mechanics was 
the recor,lmendation of the three technical men-the 
Director of Highways and Transport, the Govern- 
ment Electrical Engineer and the Controller of Civil 

Mr. &IILLER: I understood that the hoiiour- 
able mcmber acted on the recommendation of these 
technical lnen; all I am s a ~ i l l g  is that he did not see 
fit to assert his own position rather than have things 
appear to be abnormal. The honourable member has 
asked if I know how the machinery works; well, I 
happen to understand, and, if that is going to be the 
attitude of the honourable member, I am simply ask- 
ing that he should have the addendum to this Eesolu- 
tion changed to read that as a gesture the Goverll- 
ment is supplying these Officers with a nleal. 1 agree 
that these Officers should be paid an  allowance, but 
what I dislike is that this all0wallce is going to be 
really and truly in lieu of wages. I think the 11011- 
ourable Minister should see fit to change this position 

long in the current year h e  the Government arranged since it mill oldy cause the unpleasant in~inuatioll 
to employ these people. They must have a specific that you are offering these Officers a meal i11 lieu of 

which this Resolution must cover : does it cover 
a month? This Resolution may introduced on the 
23rd February and I am asking how long does it 
cover? certainly the honourable member could ' 

answer that question. According to what thc hon- 

overtime ; and the honourable Minister has hinted 
that if these Officers got their meals through any 
other channel they would not be paid for, whicl11 
makes the position Ivorse. I hope thq honourable 
member rvill clarify that: i t  leaves one to think 

.ourable member has just said, they are providing for sereral things. 
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'?'he question that this Resolution do now pass 
was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

On the motion of Honourable Dr. CUIIIIINS, 
seconded by Honourable Mr. Cox, the CHAIRMAN re- 
ported the passing of two Resolutions in Committee 
of Suppiy. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
according1 y. 

On motions of Honourable Dr. CUMMIXS, second- 
ed by Honourable M. E.  Cox in each case, the Resolu- 
tions were read a first and second time and agreed to. 

THE ES'CIIMATES FOR 1934-55 

Mr. SPEAKER,: The next osrder of the Day 
stizllds in the name of the honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph:-To move the consideration of the 
Estimates for the financial year 1954-55. 

Hon. G. H. AIIANS : Mr. Speaker,-In moving 
the consideration of the Estimates for the financial 
yenr 1954-55 I would first like to repeat for the 
benefit of those honourable members who were not 
here on the last occasion, what I said in  reply to a 
statement made by an  honourable member to the 
effect that the Government Was, for m;- personal 
benefit, attempting to rush these Estimates through 
the House. I have never left this colony and never 
will leave this colony at  a time when-in the old days 
as a member of the Executive Committee and now 
as Premier-nly leaving the colony ~vould be to the 
detriment of my duties. I n  proposing that the 
Estimates should be begun today, that is nothing 
which vie have not done over and over again; last 
Year they were started in the same week they 
started in the same m-eek in the Year before and also 
in the yenr before that. When that honourable mem- 
ber went so far  as to S y  that that was done either 
here or in Great Britain, I say again that in Great 
Britain the Chancellor of the Exchequer makes E s  
Budget Speech, the Leader of the O ~ ~ o s i t i o l l  mal~es 
his reply and then the back benchers On both sides 

their speeches. What I said was that while 
long speech@ might be made on the Estimates7 it was 
nonsellse to say that immediately after the Estimates 
are introduced i t  is necessary to have an adjourn- 
rnent. There is no necessity whatever for that and 
i t  ~011ld be childish to adopt a practice which does 
not exist anywhere else. I suggest that we not 
start a ~racs ice  which has no justification for itseli 
whatever; I suggest that after the Leader the 
Government has introduced the Budget and then 
nothing else is done, is childish. 

1 appeal to honourable members, at  least to save 
time, to follow the practice which thiq House has 
pursued from time immemorial, a practice which 
exists in every normal parliamentary Assembly, of 
making your second reading speeches on the Estimates 
even although you may not begin to discus5 the 
Estimates in detail until a later date. It does not 
worry me, but I do hope that we will not have the 
spectarle of honourable members departing from a 
300-year-old practice. It is not necessasily the best 
practice because i t  is 300 years old but i t  is a good 
practice although some honourable members are dis- 
appointed because they have not 'been made Ministers 
of the Government. Let me tell the House this; i f  1 
were to take honourable members seriously I wollld 
perhaps be flattered a t  the fact that they want to keep 
me in Barbados rather than that I should be away: 
when the cats are away the mice begin to play. Only 

I had an  official invitation to attend a 
~ommonwealth gathering a t  Lahore and I did not 
accept i t  because travelling alone would require 
8 week and I have no intention of leaving Barbados 
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for sc, long a period as might possibiy cause me to 
neglect my duties. I apologize to the House for  
rnn,king that personal reference, but only last 'rues- 
day night i t  was suggested that the Estimates s h ~ u i d  
not be begun to-day, and I must of necessity point 
out to honourable members what the position IS. I 
w:uld not go as far  as Pelican Island if that wodd 
cause me to neglect my duties; I have often turned 
down opportunities to attend conferences in  different 
parts of the world even although the House chose 
me to attend them because i t  would mean my being 
awry fbr some time. I hope honourable memlers 
will sec that what we are doing tonight is n o t T i  to 
do with the personal convenience of any honourable 
member. 

i\fr. CRAWFORD : I\Ir. Speaker, 1 rise a t  a 
point of order. I would like to find out if there is 
a motion before the House or if the hollourable 
Premier is merely making an  explanation. 

His Honour THE SPEAKER: There is 8 
motion before. the House. 

Hoii. C. H. ADAMS : I moved the considera- 
tion of the Estimatm for the financial year, 1954-55 
and behalf of the Gover1lment, I am telling ithe 
House that this is not the first occasion when con- 
sideration has begun on mtimates after they have 
beell placed in honourable members' hands for  just 
a week. I have taken the trouble to search the 

and have found out that this has bem ac- 
t u x ~ p  the practice, year after year, since the Bushe 
Experiment started. I hope honourable members 
would therefore not think that this is anything un- 

, usual. I n  the House of Commons, when the Budget 
is presented, you sit down and listen to the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. You have; no Estimates in  

hands; probably, you have something which 
to a little memorandum on the Estim- 

ates-something like our memorandum-md you are 
expected to be in a position to reply. The honour- 
able junior member for St. James, for a number of 
years, has been in the position as I am in now. AS 
the honourable member will remember, what we are 
doing today depends on the mood of the IIouse. As 
a matter of fact, it is  ath he^ amusing to look over 
the things that have happened already in consider- 
ation of annual Estimates. There was an  occasion 
when the late senior member for St. Gejorge, Mr. 
Springer, introduced one, and befora consideratio,n 
of i t  had been completed, the two of us left to at- 
tend a conference out of the Island. We lefi in the 
middle of the discussion on i t  and i t  was passed 
withotlt any fuss. Discussion the Annual Es- 
timates depends purely on the mood of the Housc 
at. the time; there is no question of any fixed time 
for discussion to take place after they have been 
presented. Of course, the Advocate writes all sorts 
of things. It has suggested that the members of 
the House should bs given a month to  peruse them 
before discussion. It forgets that the Other Place 
must get them after the House has considered them 
and in time to pass them before the beginning of 
A ~ r i l .  I repeat, as fa r  as  this House is concerned, 
what is being done now, has been done last year 
and for three or four years gone by. I f  we believe 
in the necessity for an Upper Chamber-and it is 
necessary-it is not fair for us, year after year. to 
give it insufficient time to consider these Estimates. 
As long as the Upper Chamber exists, i t  is necemary 
not to ignore it. Year after year, the Other Place 
complains that this Place sends the Annual Es- 
timates up, to give its membm only one week to 
discuss them. If that is so, am I wrong in drawinq 
tl-at to the attention of the House and trying to 
get them up at  least two weeks before the end of 
March? Mr. Speaker, I hope you will pardoll 
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for the length of time that I have taken in the 1 11011. G. H. ADAMS : There is no Opposition 
explanation. 1 because the Opposition agrees with the Government. 

I suggest to the honourable member who made 
that aside to read some books published by ex- 
Communists and read what they say of the British 
Premier, Sir Winston Churchill. Sir Winstan 
Churchill himself said that he would make an alli- 
ance with the devil; and i t  will be remembered that 
the B~it ish War Premier was only too glad to praise 
Mr. Stalin for joining in an alliance with the Al- 
lies to fight against Nazism. At one time, Mr. 
Churchill, as he was thea titled, wrapped himself 
up in a Rusrsian flag. If that is so, I do not think 
this Labour Party has anflhing to be1 ashamed of. 

Mr. Speaker, I shall again remind honourable 
members that this year's budget is only another 
instalment of what the Government proposed to do 
in the Five Year Plan. We have depa~ted in one 
respect from our proposals in the Five-Year Plan 
by the spending of more money on the Water- 
works. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, Has the hon- 
ourable member made a motion yet that he is be- 
ginning consideration on the 1954--55 Colonial 
Estimates? 

(A VOICE : It is on the Order Paper.) 
Hon. G. H. ADAMX: One of these days I am 

going to give the Opposition a few tips on parlia 
mqntary procedure. 

(A VOICE: But you say that there is no 
Opposition.) 

- Having done that, 1 wish to say that 1 proposc 
under ministerial system to follow the English 
practice in the presentation of thte Budget. We are 
going to recount the Estimate% of Re'Venue and * -  
penditure of the previous year to show you how 
the revenue may have Or 

short as the case may be' If there is a 
plus, we propose to you what we are going to 
do with it and if there is a deficit how .we propose 

get it back. We are 'lso going let the public 
know as from this year on the p~esentatian of the 
Estimates of Revenue and ixpenditure, what the 
Income Tax and general tax proposals are. It is 
a easy matter for us this year, as 
i t  was to some extent last year, because we1 are not 
budgeting from year to y'ear, but budgeting on a 
five-~ear basis. As is Government has 
before the House with a Five-Year Plan and haa 
had it argued Out lvhat the Government proposer 

be during the years 1952-56. w e  have 
brought in a Five-Year P'1an and You that we 
are budgeting On a five-~ear basis; therefore, for 
the next three years the House will have before ~t 
in the Budget Speech the proposals which the Gov- 
ernment has put belfore them as that year's imple- 
mehtation of the 195'2-57 Plan. 

I do not believe that it is necessary for me to 
speak a t  great l@ngth. Honourable members will bear 
in mind that I am taking it for granted that they 
have joined with the Government in agreeing to the 
Five-Year Plan. That is what has been done witli 

as regards rates of income tax and other taxes but 
while that is so, this Government has never failed 
to do its utmost to keep as close an approximation 
of expendzu~e with what i t  believes it should get 
in revenue. Members of this Governmelit have al- 
ways pointed out to Heads of Departments not to 
come back for Supplementary Estimates aor to over 
estimate their revenue. That is our cardinal principlz 
and Heads of Departments are asked to co-operate. 
Mr. Speaker, I k y  again, that as long as we havc 
this budget before the end of the financial y'ear, 
we will always hatre this difference. Luckily for us, 
the difference is m the credit side. 

Sir, If honourable members will r e f e ~  to the 
Memorandum on the Estimates, they will see that 
the General Revenue Balance on the 1st April, 19'53 
was $5,770,933 according to the revised estimate. 
The revised revenue amounted to $14,155,478 while 
the revised current expenditure is $12,543,583, so 
that cn the year's working, we expect a gross sur- 
plus of $1,611,895. Half of this amount, as honour- 
able members are aware, will go to  the General 
Revenue Balance, and that sum is $805,947. but 
out of that General Revenue Balance, we estimate 
that we shd l  have to spend the sum of $1,200,526 
on Capital Works. The result, therefme, if you add 
and suMract those figures. is that a t  the be&ning 
of April this year, our General Revenue Balance 
should be about $5,376,354. 

I have already said that generally it is not true 
to say that we underestimate and this is presenting 

-(hughter)' air, there is general agreement that we in Bar- 
bados, unlike some of the other plaoes, introduce 
our Budget before the end of the financial year 
and therefore, there is the disadvantage that every 
year you only estimate what your revenue and 
eapenditure are going to be; therefore, in your es- 
timating, there can e~ther  be a deficit or a surplus. 
~ ~ ~ h ~ l ~  for us, i t  is what you would expect m d  that 
is is a surplus. It is however unfortunate 
that so because Jvill find Borne people saying 
that this is building up surplus year 
after through its raising on income tax and 
budgeting for less than i t  knows it would collect. 
However, when the honourable junior memkr for 
St. James Tuuning this aovernment, I think 
he had that talk thrown at him also. 

I Sir, the Government is very glad that Customs 
and Excise more than it had budgeted 
for and that also applies to Income Tax. It is 
very to be wrong in your estimating but in our 
case while r e  may only be a bit wrong, there are 
compicuous cases in the g ~ a t  metropolitan Cow- 
tries of vast differences between estimates and re- 
ceipts. 

(A VOICE: Barbados is not a metropolitan 
country). 

That is quite true; but obviously, how can you 
estimate to the exact figure when you cannot tell 
who is going to die and what estate duties would 
ccme in. How can anybody tell until the canes are 

I cut, how much money can be had from sales of the 
the first and second year's budget of the Five-Year crop? How can you estimate accurately what income 
Plan. As I have pointed out previously, as is 
llatural, with few exceptions, all of us are human 
beings, and every human plan has to be revisecl 
a t  a certain time. Not wen the Russians of whom 
some people may speak with great praise have been 
able to stick completely to their Five-Year Plan. 

tax is going to be until you know what are the salea 
from the crop? How can you estimate properly what 
the Bridgetown me~chants are going to do by way 

' of bringing in goods when because some may think 
of a threat of war, they may think of stocking up 
a lot of goods4 You cannot tell t,hat. I would ask 

(A VOICE: That could not be meant to any I the House to believe, as I would believe the Oppos- 
of us because we never had a Red Flag flying a t  ition if by any mischance they had the opportunity 
our headquarters like that flown in Fairchild of drafting the budget, that this Government has 
Street.) determined certain things and is sticking to them 



a surplus. Honourable members will yemember - 
and I am sure that the honourable junior member 
for  St. Andrew who is a planter will bear me out 
on this--that there was a lot of what I would call 
wild guessing a6 to t8he forecast of the crop. We 
were told a t  one time that i t  was estimated a? 
100,000 tons and then it was put a t  140,000 tons, 
but now it can be taken to be 160,001 tons, so i t  is 
inevitable that as the crop having proved better 
than the general line of forecast, that a surplus 
would take place. Luckily* for us again, this gear's 
crop is likely to be very large and i11 budgeting, 
we are bearing ia mind that the year's crop will 
be more than 160,000 tons and we are watching 
that,, but I do remind honou'rable members of the 
fact that the reason why we got this big surplus 
on last year's budget was due to the fact that when 
we started budgeting, we did not expect a crop of 
160,000 tons. The result has been that from all 
angles, especially from the income tax angle, we 
have had a very s?tisfactory revenue year. 

The revised Estimates of Expenditure exceeded 
the approved Estimates as  honourable members 
will see from the Memorandum by $183,056, but 
the House will remember that there was during the 
past twelve months unforeseen expenditure which 
had beea approved of, and that has caused this extra 
$183,056 to be spent. 

If honourable mem'bers will turn to paragraph 
3 of the Memorandum on the Estimates, they \\.ill 
see what the capital expenditure from available funds 
is going to be. It will be seenlthat for the first two 
years of the Five Year Plan we would have spent 
little over two-fifths of the t80tal of the allocated 
available funds. As we have pointed out at  the time 
of the F'ive Year Plan i t  was our absolute endeavour 
not to spend only one-fifth, two-fifths or three-fifths 
of the allocated available funds es the years go by, 
but if as a matter of fact in our expenditure n e  did 
not jump well ahead or short of what we proposed to 
spend over the period that we would be less unlikely 
to get into trouble than if we spend the allocated 
amount in a quicker period than we intended. Some 
honourable members will say if you can accompli6h 
what you have set out to do in the Five-Year-Plan 
in  less time than you anticipated, why not have i t  
finished in  the quicker peniod, but I believe honour- 
able members will appreciate that i t  is better if 
you are budgeting to keep in  position with your Five- 
Year Plan, as i t  probably will lead you to less trouble 
as the years go by. I do ask honourable members 
who may be inclined to criticise-and it is your duty 
to point government to its mistakes such as they 
appear to you-to bear in mind always that this 
year's budget is merely the carrying out of this 
year's portion of the Five Year Plan both as re- 
gards to expenditure and taxation. The only excess 
in expenditure is in regard to water snpply and that 
is proba'bly due to the fact that we have in the 
'Waterworks Department so good an expert as Mr. 
Barrod. Of course I shall say that the Minister for 
Communications, Housing and Works is better qnal- 
ified than I to say this. Through the expert know- 
ledge of Mr. Garrod the water supply programme 
has so well advance>d that we have departed from the 
Five-Year Plan and are putting in this year's est- 
jmates the sum of $150,000 abovc. what me previous- 
ly earmarked for additional mains and standpipe., 
The large mains h a v i n ~  been established it ~roulcl 
be a pity if we do not make provision to a l lo~~.  indi- 
viduals to turn in water privately. 

I pass on to our expenditure in anticipation of 
G U r  raising of loans. It has not been so f a r  great. iLel 
me just say that if there are any speeial questions 01 

any information as to the Government's policy on  
tuture plans I will endeavour to give such informa- 
tion as 1s possible for me to give. I thqow out the hint 
that the Government is endeavouring to go in  for a 
huge programme of works which will mean engaging 
huge loans but i t  is a matter of delicacy as to what 
loans other than great loans we pay off or go in tor. 
I am trying to pick my words carefully. I n  short, 
honourqble mem'bers will see that it is a question 
of confidence with the money market. You have so 
to conduct your finances that they should appeal t o  
lenders of money. You have so to conduct your 
finances that when money-lenders look to see what is 
'I:e hnancial position of the Island as a whole, vhnt  
is the public debt, what is the money spent in acl 
vnnce of loans and the loans that you have goL an3 
tke loans that you are prepared to get, whether they 
would be free to lend you more money. 1 slall 
i7ot deal with anything which we may have spent on 
loans and money advanced against the raising of 
loans, but I will remind honoureble members that we 
have a successful start with Self-Aided Housing, 
and have dso  increased the capital of the Peasants 
Loan Bank in order to bring the benefits of that 
Bank to a greater nnmber of people. The capital of 
that Bank has been increased by $150,000. There 
are other schemes of which honourable members 
will hear something in due course. 

Sir, I have just spoken of the huge loans whlch 
we pFopose to make. I am glad to state that the 
Committee appointed to consider the Deep Water 
Ilarbour Scheme was so representative, not only of 
the politicians but of the business brains of Bridge- 
town, and here and there of persons who were a com- 
Lination of business brains and politicians, like tne 
honou~able junior member for the C'ity that it 
was able to get through its work and lay a report. 
Let me tell honourable members that the Qovern- 
ment purposes to start the Deep Water Harbour as 
eoon as the Crolwn Agents say they are sure that 
this Government can raise the money. This is not 
to say that local pe~ople will not have the opportu- 
niiy of subscribing to the loan also. The Govern- 
ment feels that the Deep Water Harbour scheme is 
so outstanding and so important that without any 
delay it should begin it. I should have said, pro- 
vided this House agrees to it, 'bilt I do not think it 
is necessary to say that because the honourables 
senior member for the City and the senior member 
for St. Philip are s i g n a t o r i ~  to the report and I 
have no doubt that their persuasion would make 
the honourable senior member for St. John see with 
the implementation of the scheme. I thinli honour- 
able members know me too well to know that I an1 
pot flattering them when I say that I think the report 
cf that Colnmittee is an excellent one. I would say 
tl!at along with one or two other recent reports, it is 
a very ~vell written report and the suggestions are 
good and, obviously, it draws one into e~very aspect 
of the scheme. I would remind the House, as has 
been set out in the Memorandum of the Estimates 
of 1954-55, the expenditure on this Deep Water 
Harbour Scheme is so great that i t  is going to entail 
three or four times as much as has beea raised by 
loan., in the ~ h r e e  hundred years of the history of 
Barbados, so that is an indication of the tremendous 
probIen1 before us. As honourable members will 
also remem'ber, the Deep Water Harbour Scheme 
nas  not put in the Five Year Plan and I hope ~ r h e n  
1 coine to deal with the question of taxation that 
honourable members ~vill  bear that in mind. I an- 
ticipate some honourable members might say why 
didn't nre take the implementation of this scheme 
into account v~heii we dealt with the Five-Year Plan. 



Another honourable member might go as far  as  to 
aay that the Zmplementation of this scheme was not 
one of the Government proposals in the Five-Year 
Plan, ther.efore, on the grounds: that we have so many 
things to provide, which we have not provided for 
in  the Five-Year Plan that we should not embark 
on this scheme. I hope that I am an inaccurate 
prophet and no honourable member would say that 
\F<: should not 'be committed to any new form of 
taxation. I 40 hope that this House will appreciate the 
sbsolute necessity for every section of the community, 
if this huge loan is to be raised, to pull its weight 
and make sure that this Deep Water Harbour 
Scheme will be a success, I mean not only in the 
raising of the loan, but also that they will see the 
neces$ty for such burdens as the community may 
have to bear if we are to carry out the scheme. The 
honourable senior member for St. Philip has writ- 
ten a Minority Report on the scheme saying that 
he does not agree with the levy of a port charge of 
2% on the imports or exports. He may not have 
put i t  quite asstrongly as that. 

I may say, though I do  not like to be a plooiny 
prophet, that apparently, there is no excessive reason 
20 hope that we are going to find oil in commercia! 
quantities. However, if we do find oil in commer- 
cial auantities, taxation of one form or the other 
\$ill 'be remitted because of the money that would 
come in from oil royalties. 

Mr. Speaker I propose to go from this point to 
the question of revenue. Perhaps, this is a point at 
which this House c%n take a break. Although. strictly 
speaking, I have made one motion to  tlie House al- 
ready, I believe you will permit me to move a 
motion for the adjournment of the House for a short; 
interval. If I am in order, I beg to move that this 
House do now adjourn for three-quarters of an 
l- our. 

Hon. Dr. C ~ M I N S  seconded the motion which 
was agreed to and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House 
accordingly. 

On re-assembling, 

equally as large as the present one belonging to 
the other company, and from the point of view of 
maintenance and servicing of their products, m I 
do not think any member of this House would do 
anything but give i t  their blessing. We are  all c m -  
scious of the great necessity in  this colony of find- 
ing more work for our people. Again, Sir, the in- 
stallation of this project will not throw a single 
person out of work from the present installation a t  
Spring Garden. As I have said, it will give a greater 
bulk of labour to our people. Our harbour dues 
should also increase because other steamers will be 
calling to fill their tanks with the company's 
products. 

I anticipate that honourable members will agree 
to the second reading of this Bill and when the 
House go into Committee on it, there are some 
amendments which I wish to make to certain clauses. 
I also wish to insert the Preamble in  its proper place 
in the Bill. Should any honourable member a t  this 
stage wish to ask me any questions on the BnU, I 
shall be pleased to answer them, but I think I have 
given as fully as possible the objects and reasons of 
this Bill. I will not detain this Houw any longer 
as I appreciate the opportunity which has been 
granted me for getting through with i t  a t  this stage 
and I now beg to move that  this Bill be read a 
second time. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLE'Y: I beg to second that. 
Mr. ILEWIS : Mr. Speaker, As I have intimated 

to the honourable mover of the Bill already, I would 
like to ask him what is the reason for  the introductio~l 
of another oil storage station in Barbados? I am 
very glad to know that another company wishes to 
erect such a station because I realise that another 
installation for storing and distributing oil would 
mean increased employment for our people however 
small i t  might be. Rowever, it is good to know the 
reason though in dealing with oil companies you 
cannot know anything a t  all. I feel that a t  least 
some reason should be given for the installation of 
another oil storage station in  Barbados, especidly 
when we know that the same comnanv has 

I been storing its products here along wiih chat of 
.?~IIJIJ TO ATTT'HoRISE ESSo OIL S. *. another company. I do not think that i t  would be CONSTRUCT OIL SToRaQE slTAT1oN on account of a break between the two w m ~ a n i e s  

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
leave at  this stage, a s  I earlier intimated, to deal 
with Item No. 1 of Private Members' Busin- 
standing under my name. 

His Hon The SPEAKER: The honourable 
junior member for Christ Church is asking for leava 
to deal with Item No. I of Private Members7 Busi. 
ness: Second reading of a Bill to authorise the Esso 
Standard Oil S.A. to construct and maintain a 
Petroleum Oil Storage Station. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
l-~onourable member. 

Mr. GOl)rDAR(D: Sir, the Ekso Standard Oil 
Company of South America which now operates here 
on the joint facilities of another, Oil Company is 
desirous of putting down its own installations 
on laniia a t  Wonnt Ararat. Blaok Rock. in t h ~  pariqh 
of St. Mioh'hel. W e  directora of the concern have a.- 
ready approached the Government on the matter 
and i t  has been given their blessing, but before the 
Oil Company can proceed with the installations, i t  
is necessary for this House to agree to the company 
having the right to make the erections for the in- 
stallations and to put  down the pipelines running 
from Mount Ararat out to sea from where the com- 
pany will receive its supplies. 

The installation of this new project will meail 
a n  inorease in labour for Barbadorr, both in  the 
erection of this installation which I am told will be 

because no breaks occur between oil companies. The 
other thing which 1 would like to know is whether 
because of the fact that we will be having two seh 
of pipe lines and buoys in the same vicinity whether 
it is likely to create any congestion or  danger to 
navigation . That, Sir, would be my only objection. 

With reference to a clause in the Bill, I do not 
like the Legislature giving someone authority t o  do 
eomething and the Executive Committee being al- 
lowed to transfer those rights, but I understand From 
the honourable mover of the Bill th2,t he intends 
to make amendments to some of the Clauses when 
the House goes into Committee and I would like 
him to pay due regard to Clause 8 with reference to 
making transfer not valid unless approved by ths  
Legislature. So f a r  as  the introduction of the Pre- 
amble is concerned, I think it would be a good idea 
to have the petition preceding the Bill. When the 
honourable member introduces the Preamble, he has 
to be very careful to introduce and postpone it at 
the same time. 

Again, I have made some observations and if 
the honourable mover of the Bill can answer them 
let him say so. I would Like to be assured that  trhere 
would be no danger to navigation by the additional 
buoys and pipelines and that the installation wouid 
be no fire hazard. The other storage station is on 
the waterfront, but I understand that this new erec- 
.tJion is going to be on the ledge of a hill. I wel- 
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come the news of this additional storage station a: 
1 believe i t  will be of help to a few more 'Barbadians. 
I f  I can be assured that there will be no danger 
in the manner I have suggested, I am willing to  con- 
sider the Bill. 

Hon. G. H. A D U S :  I only wish to say thaO 
from the Government's point of view, i t  has been 
represented to us that the erection of this new 
storage station will provide work for a substantial 
cumber of people. It has been suggested that one 
quarter million dollars will be brought into this 
country as a result and f6r that reason, naturally, 
Government has approved of it. It is one of those 
things that gome honourable members will be glad, 

, to  hear was discussed in Executive Committee be- 
fore coming on the floor of this House. I think at 
the meeting when i t  was discussed by the Executive, 
the question of the fire hazard was pone into by the 
technical officers concerned and Government was as- 
sured that it would not present that problem. 

Mr. GODDARD : According to the information 
I have been given, the Esso Standard Oil S. A. G 
doing a similar thing i a  other West Indian colonies. 
As far  as I know, there will be similar erections in 
Martinique, Trinidad and Britlish Guima. The com- 
pany's reason, as  far  as I know would be for psr- 
sonal running of its own installations, I cannot SW 
that i t  would be for any other reason. 

The question that the Bill be now read a secoa2 
time was put and resolved in the affirmative wit110ut 
division. 

On the motion of Mr. GODDARD, secondeci by Mr. 
E. D. M O T T ~ ,  Mr. SPEAKEB left the Chair and the 
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH 
being in  the Chair. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I beg to put 
in the Preamble to this Bill at this stage and at  
the same time have it postponed. 

The Preamble reads as  follows :- 
"WHEREAS Esso Standard Oil S.A. be- 

ing a Company* registered in  this Island under 
the provision of the Company's Act, 1910 has 
by its humble petition to the Legislature set 
forth that i t  proposes to establish an Oil Sta- 
tion in this Island for the importation, storage 
and marketing of petroleum and its products; 
that a site for mch installation had been selected 
and approved by the Executive Committee, but 
the petitioner had been advised that is is mec- 
essary to seek legislative sanction before pro- 
viding for the construction and maintenance of 
certain works in or near the sea in the vicinits 
of the approved site ; " 

'AND WHEREAS the petitioner has: 
prayed that the Legislature should pass an Act 
to carry out the objects of the petition, and it 
is deemed expedient that the prayer of the 
petition should be granted. " 
I beg to move that this be the Preamble and 

that i t  be postponed. 
Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY seconded the motion which 

was agreed to. 
Clause 1 was called and passed. 
Clause 2 was called. I t  reads as follows:- 

" E s o  Standard Oil S.A. hereinafter re- 
ferred to as the company is hereby authorised 
to construct and maintain a Petroleum Oil Stor- 
age Station and for that purpose! to acquire 
and hold lands a t  a place a t  or near the shore 
of Mount Ararat in the Parish of St. Michael 
in  this Island approved by the Governor-in- 
Executive Commit:tee and to construct and 
maintain thereon tanks or other receptacles for 
the storage of petroleum products, a pumping 
station for filling and emptying such tanks, with 

all such buildings, works machineiy, tanks, 
moorings, pontoons, buoys, barges, m d  appli- 
ances needful for such storage and pumping 
station. " 
Mr. GODDARD: l beg leave to make an 

amendment to Clause 2 by the deletion of the words 
"the shore of" occurring before the words 
"Mount Ararat" and abo for the deletion of the 
words "moorings, pontoons, buoys, barges," which 
come at  the end of the Clause. 

I beg to move that the amended Clause do 
now stallcl part of the Bill. 

Mr. E.  D. ~ ~ O T T L E Y  seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

Clauses 3, 4, 5 and 6 were called and passed. 
Clause 7 was called. It reads as fo1lo~vs:- 

"The company may land in or iinport into 
the Island and store in the said tanks or other 
receptacles belonging to the company, petroleum 
m d  petroleum prodncts and may, sell the same 
and may pass the same through the subiilarine 
or poi~toon pipes froin such tanks to vessels or 
from vessels to the tanks, but subject neverthe 
less to the statutes for the time beiug relating 
to the importation storage and sale of petroleum 
and petroleum products and to a~ny regulations 
made thereunder, and to any duty iiiiposecl by 
any Customs Tariff' Act, for the time being in 
force. " 
f r .  BODDARD: I beg leave to make an  

amendment to Clause 7 by inserting after the word 
'duty' occurring near the end of the Clause the 
words "tax or charge" and by deleting the word 
'any' preceding the word 'Customs' and inserting 
in  its place the word 'the' and by inserting afte- 
the word 'Act' the words "1921, or any Act amend 
Ing that Act, or by any other Act." I beg to move 
that Clause 7 as amended stand part  of the Bill. 

Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY beconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

Clause 8 was called. It reads as follows :- 
"The company may from time to time with 

the consent of the Governor-in-Executive Coni- 
' mittee, transfer their rights and liabilities un- 

der this Act to any person or company; and 
when such transfer has been made all the rights, 
authorities, obligations ' and liabilities of the 
company so transferring under this Act shall 
he transferred, to and vested and be exercised 
by and be attached to the person or company 
to whom the same shall have been transferred 
in like manner as if this Act had been made 
for the benefit of such person or company'; 
provided that no such sale shall have any effect 
or validity until it shall have been approved 
by resolution of the Legislature, and shall have 
been made by deed and duly recorded in the 
Registration Office. " 
Mr. GODDARD: I beg leave to make an 

amendment to Clause 8 by the deletion of the word 
' d e '  whieh preceeds the word 'shall' about three 
lines from the end of the Clause and inserting the 
word 'transfer' in its place and at  the end of the 
Clause to imsert the words "of this Island." I k g  
to move that Clause 8 as amended stand part of 
this Bill. 

Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LElWIS : Mr. Chairman, I really do not 

understand the amendment by the insertion of the 
wmd 'transfer' for 'sale'. I hope i t  is right. It 
seems to me that the word 'sale' was provided in 
the Act and the recording of the sale was provided 
after the word 'sale' was mentioned. Now it is 
merely a transfer of this right by the Leg.islature 
according to the amendment. The sale of the prop- 
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erty is sonletiling different. 'fhe Compaily can sell ! 
property but i t  cannot transfer this right. I can- 
not see how you can take out the word 'sale' and 
pul, in the ward 'fransfer' and feel that becausn 
i t  is moved and seconded that it is right. I main- 
tain that the sale should be registered but  not the 
transfer of the right. They can sell the property 
but cannot transfer the right. It only means when 
this Clause passes this House it is not colnplete. 

The question that Clause 8 amended stand 
part of the   ill was put  and resolved in the affirm- 
ative without division. 

Clause 9 was called. I t  reads as follows :- 
"Nothing in this Act declared or expressed 

shall affect the rights of Her Xajesty the 
Queen, her heirs and successors or ally person 
whomsoever except such as are mentioned in 
this Act and those claiming by, from or under 
them. ' 
M,.. GODDARD : I beg leave to rlzake an 

amendment to Clause 9 by the deletion of the words 
"person whomsoever" occurring before the word 
&except, and inserting in their place "bodies 
politic or corporate." I beg to move that Clause 7 
as amended stand part. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY seconded the motim which 
was agreed to. 

tried to get better sales for it by advertising that i t  
nould cost a lot of money. I suggest that in the case 
of the prospects for  the sale of sugar on the African 
continent, nobody has stepped in  so far  before us 
and may be, that erstwhile exploratory spirit of the 
local planter and exporter would think this sugges- 
tion worth considering. 

Ilonourable members will see \$,hen i t  co1ncs to 
ta::-,3tion that the Government is prepared to forego 
a certain amount of it. May be, certain honourable 
members will criticise Government on that t u t  this 
Government is, very conscious of the necessity to pre- 
ser,ve the sugar industry. We are very comuious of the 
fact that we have to fight against the mealy bug. We 
are also very conscious of the fact that our sugar 
crops depend on favourable weather, so, i t  is not tg 

, say that we are being rash in our expe~diturc or lax 
i11 circulating revenue. We are mindful of the fact 
that we have a one-crop economy and owing to that, 
it is not the safe sort of thing on which a commui~ity 
should depend,--if anything i11 business can be en- 
tirely safe. \ve are hoping that the experiments 
~ v h ~ c h  are being continued in irrigation will give 
Son?e llseful data. Unfortuna,tely, with the c a r ~ i n g  
out of the experiments in. irrigatign, the rainfall has 
been 80 constant that we are not yet able to say 
whether irrigation can be had a t  reasonable cost. We 

rphe preamble which was postponed called I must bear in mind that with the service of irrigation, 
and passed. I we will have to bring some of the water from depths 

on motioll of M ~ .  GODDARD, by M,.. E ,of over 200 feet. We are, however, continuing these 
I). MOTTLEY, the Chairman reported the passing of experiments from the funds which were allocated in 
the Bill in Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resunled the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

On separate motions of Mr. GoDDARD 
by firr. E. D. &fonmy, the Bill was read a third 
time and passed and the title agreed to. 

RESUMPTION OF CONSIDERATION OF THE 
COLONIAL ESTIMATES, 1954-55. 

the Five-Year Plan. 
Afr. Speaker, the Government is also a~vare of 

the fiact that although the external trade of the 
islai~d has been steady, the retail trade is not quite 
"11 ~ ' 1 "  il sllould be. We have no reason to disbelieve 
the information whioh we have got that, the interpal 
trade h e  been reduced somewhat, though a t  present, 
spealring generaliy, 1 think it is right to say that the 
!eve1 of retail rices has not changed appreciably. 
Here, I would 'i ike to repeat tXat this Government 
is utterly convinced, not for pure ideological reasons, 

G. H. ADAMS : M,.. Speaker, ~t the but by using it& judgment, that i t  is essential to watch 
break, I was about to deal with the Estimates of ~ L u S I  carefillly the rising ill the price of commo8ties 
R~~~~~~ for the coming financial year. hmourable thili are rots;lled in the island. As I have said, i t  is I members will see, the estimate of revenue for 195455 not from ideology, but from the consciousness of our 
is put at $13,672,184, derived from (a) customs and 
Excise $6,145,000, (b) Taxation $5,730,000, and (c) 
Other Revenue $1,797,184. The estimate for Cus- 
toms and ~~~i~~ takes of the increased yields 
of the excise duty on rum and the tax on motor spirit. 

calculating the income tax regard. has 
hem taken to the somewhat lower profits of last year. 

honourable members will also see, the sum of 
$14,155,478 is the revised estimate of revenue for 

current financial year. I do not think hmourabla 
membm need hardly .to be reminded that the price 
paid f a r  sugar ceased to rise and as a result, i t  will 

duty to the c.ommunity that we insist a.; a general 
principle that prices on the necmities of life, par- 
ticularly to those people of the lower income groups, 
shoilld be controlled. I do hope that the agricultural 
proposals which are to come before the House, will 
r o m m i t h  greater details of schemes which Govern- 
m t ~ t  would be ahle to put into execution in order. to 
emourage local food production and so that people 
WO"!~ be able to sell and grow vegetables at prices 
which mill be remunerative on all srdes. However, 
1 think honourable members are aware of the di%cul- 
ties for the Beeping of farm products at a price 

be ll,ecessary for us to do whate;.er we can to sell which the average nlan can pay. I do think i t  is 
all that we can produce. I therefore throw ~re!'o"~rous for One to Pay 21- Per pound a head 
out suggwtion to the sugar people that 
there are markets unexplored on the African 
continent which they may veTy well consider 
as of exploration. This is not the so* of 
thing which primarily a government, as a government 
does, but this Government wishes to think that every- 
thing is dolie to encourage the approach between 
local s ~ ~ g a r  growers and any African Colonial Qov- 
ernment which may be a market for them to explore. 
Wherever there is specifically sometling which ,.an 
be done to impro1.e the island's economy, I suggc:st 

of cabbage. I mention that as a simple illustration. 
I ~ e t  me say that this Government is well aware o m e  
necessity for carrying out its promise to the com- 
munity to keep dowrl the of living. 

I am endeavouring to be as unprovocative 
anrsible on this subject, but I will say that pressure 
has been attempted by some p o r t i m  of the m ~ c a n f 3 e  
community for  the release of all commodities Eorn 
price control on the ground that they &re no longer 
in short supply. That idea leaves me cold and I am 
forced at  once to ask: "If they are not in shod 

shat the local sugar people should investigate it. We i supply, has competition begun to bring down their 
havz for years folded our arms and said : "What is prices l" The answer is "No." Why then press 
the good of trying to compete in  salling rum in Eng- ! for abolition of price contr6ls t Honourable mem- 
land with Jamaica?" We have also said that if we bers know very well that the Government had to re- 



mind the merchants that if the prices of certain com- 
modities go up, i t  would have to put them back uuder 
price control. Sir, i t  is no desire of the Government 
to provoke acrimonious debate on the part of the 
mereantile oommunity but in order that its members 
may know quite clearly what is the policy of the Gov- 
ernment on prices of the cheaper goods for the people 
in  tlre lower brackets is the reason why I have men- 
tioned this matter and because I do not intend to 
leave anybody in doubt. 

Mr. Speaker, as I have said, the estimates o i  
revenue for the coming financial year is $13,672,184. 
As honourable members will see, under the head, 
Customs and Excise, the amount expected to be col. 
lected is $6,145,000 as compared with $5,858,000 for 
the current year. Nest year's figure takes into ac- 
count the increased yields of the excise duty on rum 
and the tax on m,otor spirits. The estimate of revenue 
for the coming year under the head, Taxation, is 
$5,730,000 as against $5,830,000 for the current, 
financial year. I think I have said already that in 
calculating the income tax estimate, regard has been 
had to the somewhat lower profits last year. Hon- 
ourable members will also note the fincreases in the 
current estimates under the Heads: Ucences, Fines 
Rents ,and Royalties, Interest and Redemption, Net 
Revenue from Government commercial undertakings, 
and from Government Departments and Service. Thzy 
are due to various causes; for instance, to the increase 
in water rates and to the surplus which we expected 
to get from the British Caribbean Currency Board. 
However, honourable members will also note that 
there is a fall in revenue and that is due to the in- 
crease in wages and other charges on ~ninisterial 
services. 

I will now proceed to deal with the estimate of 
expenditure for 1954-55. As will be seen, the expendi- 
ture is expected to be $11,661,754 as recurrent and 
$1,243,700 as non-recurrent for the coming year as 
against $11,271,540 a s  qecurrent and $1,272,043 as: 
non-recurrent for the current financ4al year. The de- 
creases are under Head I ,  Governor; Head XXIX, 
Niscellaileous, Head XL Waterworks and Head 
XLIII  Controls, Subsidies etc. The increases under 
the other heads are for one reason or the other, for 
instance, as increase in wages an4 salzries. Certain 
other increases to whicph I will draw specific atten- 
tion are mainly d i e  to the introduction of minis ! 
terial system of Government and also to the success- 
ful  mo\-e made by the honourable junior membe-r' 
for St. John for increases of salaries for the mem- 
bers of this House. I am sorry that the honourable 
member is not in his place to listen to the tribute 
I have paid him. The largest increases as honour- 
sble members will see are under the Medical 
Services $222,650 ; Education, $171,450 ; Highways 
and Transport, $140,198; Police, $94,929; Airport, 
$51,061 : Legislature, $50,066 ; Customs, $41,253 ;, 
Secretariat, $40.'105 ; Peasants Loan Bank, $41,253 ; 
Agriculture, $23,838 ; Old Age Pensions, $19.000 
Income Tax, $18,474; and Public Works, $33,751. I 
may say that the expenditure on medical departments 
has increased from $1,580,205 to $1,704,892 and this 
has been mainly due to increase in wages and saiaries 
for nnlS<es, and the X-Ray equipment at the General 
Hospital which was very much over aged and win 
be replaced. I n  addition, the Government also pro- 
pc~ses to establish a Health Cwtre  in St. Michael 
and provision has been made in the Estimates for 
the staff and runninq expenditure of that centre. 
The Education vote has been increased in order to 
provide for relief teachers the increase having been 
approved last year. I n  the case of the Police 
the increase in  that department was due to some 
of the .criticism of the Opposition. I am sure 
that the honourable senior member for St. Lucy, who 

1 has devoted most of his attention to the running of 
this Department would be glad to know that the 

, largest increase to this deparxment was due to an in- 
I crease in salaries. I t  is ejmilarly the case with the  

increase which is set down against the Department 
of Highways and Transport. Largest of the increases 
goes to wages, then to the carrying out of certain 
drainage work and then to the proposal of bringing 
the equipment up  to approved standard. With re- 
gard to the Airport, we have had to provide for 
maintenance, and for upkeep of roads and the run- 
way. 

I come now to capital expenditure. The draft 
estimates, as honourable members will see, provide 
for a capital expenditure of $3,008,531. I have men- 
tioned that there is an  increase under the Head 
"Legislature", that increase being due to the efforts 
of the honourable junior member for St. John who 
succeeded in persuading honourable members against 
their better will in respect of increasing their salaries. 
To continue with capital expenditure, honourable 
members will see that a quarter million dollars has 
been included for a Barbados Development Board, as 
we Eoreshadowed in  the Five Year Plan, to assist in 
the development of eecondary industries. It is all very 
well for  those who can go to1 a bank and get a n  
overdraft of $100,000, but a small man who wants t o  
borrow $2,000 for the purpose of starting a small 
business should equally be assisted by this so-called 
Socialist Government, as some honourable members 
would call it. I leave the Civil Service to the tender 
mereies of the honourable senior member for  St. 
John; full details as to the constitution and func- 
tion of the Development Board will, of course, b,a . 
sent down to the House for its approval. 

A11 honourable member has mentioned something 
about houses. He ought to feel that the Civil Ser- 
vants are hardworking people and my belief in that 
has been strengthened since Ministerial Status start- 
ed. Some of these Civil Servants may be able to go 
tc  their solicitors or their friends in the real estate 
business and get properties, but we have to con- , sider other people who are not so fortunate and we 
arg pushing the aided self-help schemes which have 
been started. I can anticipate the criticism that we 
are building only a couple of houses; I can make 
this revelation that the Government is considering 
schemes not for the 28 houses as  appears in the Esti- 
mates and added to that is $5,000,000 for an aided 
self-help loan scheme, but we are considering a, much 
more elaborate scheme running into COO houses a 
year. When that is taken into consideration I thinii 
it is only right t o  say that the Government, in this 
matter of housing, cannot be sald to be neglecting 
its duty to the community. I say as a statement of 
fact that i t  is a very good thing for the Housing 
Board that the honourable senior member for the 
City, with his knowledge of the needs of the people 
and of land values, is a member of that Board; I hope 
he mill remain there for many a year. 

I have already mentioned the fact while we are 
sticking to a reasonable slice of the Five Year Plan, 
we have made a departure when it corn- to water 
and I have already given the reason for that. Hon- 
ourable members have before them the Hospital 
Committee's Report and although I know i t  is open 
to criticism by some honourable members, I would 
just like to remind them that it is not a Government 
proposal in the sense that the Government has ac- 
cepted it and is coming down to the House with it. I 
am told that the Report is a first-class one, but it is 
merelv the Report of a Committee which has been 
placed befme the Government for  discussion. and 
honourable memljers will have an opportunity of 
expressing their views on the Report just as they 
will have an opportunity of expressing their views 
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.on the Report in connection with the Deep Water age. I do not propose to say much in this connection 
Harbour. I would like to say that i t  is the Govern- because the honourable meniber on my left (Honohr- 
ment's intention to get help from C.D. & W. funds 
in  connection with these schemes. The Secretary of 
State for the Colonies has intirr-ated that C.1). & MT. 
~ur tds  will not be stopped, birt that we, with other 
colonies are entitled to put forward our requirements 
ill the expectation that the Colonial Office will give us 
an allocation. Nowadays the colonies are asked to say 
what their requirements are and an allocation of 
filnds will be made. The father of the honourable 
'senior member for St. Andrew, a member of the 
Labour Party, was very forthright i11 putting to the 
Government the advantages of the East Coast Road, 
I assure honourable inem'bers that as far as the 
C.D. & W. Organisation is concerned, although i t  is 
true that when that Organisation was first started, 

able M. E. Cox) will deal with these matters. There is 
much c$iticism about what we are doing as regards 
Sea~,vell Airport; I hope that the honourable junior 
member for St. George will be in fine f o r r ~  
and that the honourable senior member fcr 
St. George will be in his place so tilttt 
honourable members can listen to these two 
experts ruling out each other. (Laughter,. 
However, the matter of Seawell is a serious one and 
I am sure that the honourable jnnior member for St. 
George mill not mind my being a bit funny;  'I repeat 
that the matter of Seawell is a serious one and the 

! chalices of Barbados having a better Airport than 
it has a t  present are extremely rosy and the runway 
should be as good as our buildings are up  there. 

Sir Frank Stockdale used to wonder why we did not I 1 hope I Tvill llot 
ask for funds, no longer is that a rm30nable ZLccusa- 
tion against the Governnieiit of Barbados. 

As honourable members know, the work of 
building the Technical Institute is proceeding apace 
and we hope to get a competent Head for i t ;  but 
I would like t~ warn honourable members that we 
cannot tell for wha,t R? mill have to ccme down to  
the House. 

As regards the Head "Education," a t  last 
something is being done, for St. Joseph; it is pro- 
posed to 'build a new Elementary School in that 
parish. It is also proposed to erect a new Element- 
ary f 3 c h ~ l  ,at Six Roads, St. Philip, makillg use of 
the buildings which we have bought from the Admir- 
alty. The Pine Primary School has not yet been 
finished as honourable members ought, to remember, 
we are getting a Colonial Development and Wel- 
fare grant as  regards that School. We are provid- 
ing  for Combermere Schod to which, I am told, 
people from the vicinity of the Alleyne School 
gravitate, and, again a t  long last, the Boys' Depart- 
nlent of Christ C h u l ~ h  Foundation School is going 
to be built to accommodate 3901 pupils. We have 
provided the sum of $86,000 for that. The honour- 
able member on my right (Mr. SNITH) will be pleas- 
ed to hear that money has been included to assist 
peasants with tractors and for the re-organisation of 
the Mental Farm and to enable us to make a new 
start with the Abattoir and Cold Storage. As re- 
gards the Central Milk Depot Scheme, certain busi- 
nessinen seem to think that that is a waste of money 
because the original Gcheme which the Government 
had put up would have fallen through; but we are 
hoping to get money from the United Nations Chil- 
dren's Emergency Fund to help us in %is matter. 
The other schemes with regard to Agricultural 
and Fisheries Development inclu3ing the extension 
of the Livestock Industry are part of the Five Year 
Plan, which we are carrying out in this financial 
year. 

1 presume that everybody will be glad to hear 
$hat the programme in connection with the tenartry 
roads is to be continued and the sum of $132,000 has 
been included for that purpose. Provision has also 
been made for the continuation of the sinking of suck 
wells; the canalisation of the Constitution Swamp is 
going t o  be carried out (Cheers) and the construe- I 
%ion of two dams is a part  of the general pro- 

anybody corns in saying 
that I &udder to think of \\,hat might happell as to 1 
the question of the new Fire Station if honourable 
illembers were to begin to question the whole princi- 
ple of having a single Fire Statioll as distinct froln 
having more than one. We have been extremely for- 
tunate Tl~Een mTe consider \vhat ha; happened in Brit- 

Gnian,a and other places, but we should llot play 
ni th fortune for much longer. 

The honourable members for St. John must Iiave 
discovered that they have not been forgotten; i t  is 
difficult to forget them. We are going to build a Post 
Office in St. John, not because we want to please the 
two hononrable inenibers but because we feel that the 

I necessity for a Post Office up  there is great. 
When dcaliiig with the Police I should have men- 

tioned that after turning them down once or twice 
because of other nece~ssities, we shall soon start to 
make the Holetown Station a place wherein human 
beings can live. 

I hope that hoiiourable members will find time 
so011 after the Estimates are over, first in an informal 
way and then ill a formal way, to make up  their minds 
as tc  the site for the new Ministerial Buildings. The 
present arrangements for the Ministry and €he 
Kegjstry and other offices are temporary and we hope 
that they will be temporary for only a few months. 
I t  is proposed to build new Government Offices dur- 
ing the year and the sum of $135,000 has been includ- 
ed as the estimated cost of these offices. The Govern- 
ment has been cqnsidering possible sites and as soon 
as the plans are ready, the Government will bring 
do~vn the details to the House for consideration; we 
have, of course, taken notice of criticisms and sug- 
gestions made in this House. There are times when 
I am almost fearful of making remarks about the 
Oppositioll in this island; I think I have told hon- 
ourable members that whether we agree with i t  or not 
there is no criticism or suggestion made here-which 
is not considered by the Executive Committee lf only 
to discard i t  because i t  is silly; but the criticism or 
suggestion is considered. Well might the slogan of 
the Opposition be; "They saved others, themselves 
they cannot save." They help us but they remain in 
the Opposition. I suggest seriously to honourable 
members to turn  over in their minds and put up sug- 
gestions sueh as were put at  the time of the Five 
Year Plan as to whether the \Naterworl;s Department 
should be used for the Registry and so on. I t  is better 

gramme of canalisation and damming towards which 
me have allocated the sum of $30,000. I realise the 
dificulty which the Opposition will have in trying to 
discover something of which the Government has not 
thought. (Laughter j . 

Going through some of the revotes, honourable 

to make suggestions before the Government comes 
do\-~n with proposals in respect of these offices; we 
invite the Opposition to put  up  suggestions. 1t is 
regrettable that the hononrable senior member for 
the City cannot sell to the Government because of 
his position. You cannot expect ~ e o p l e  to be moved 

rnenLbers will see anlonnts in  connection with the re- about and have inadequate accommodation and do 
newal ol the wharf and the Bar to the Careen- I efficient work; I refer, of course, to Civil Servank- 
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As honourable members wi!l see, we will have 
a gross surplus of $766,730 with the present rate of 
taxation; that figure is slightly less than what 
was budgeted for last jear. As regards taxation 
generally, 1 will remind the House that our 
estimate of expenditure and taxation is based 
ort a five-year period; we have constantly to 
remember that. We have had approval of the 
Five Year Plan; you know what has been done 
iln the past financial year and we tell you what we 
are doing in the present financial year. The Govern- 
ment has no intention whatever, barring accidents, 
of departing from its policy in the Five Year Plan; 
if oil gushes or if we discover that we can sell all 
our surplus sugar, we may modify the Five Year 
Plan to the extent of more expenditure within the 
period; but I want i t  to be veTy clear that we are 
budgeting this year on the Five Year Plan. The 
changes in the Customs and Excise Duties in October, 
1952, have beeai fully' justified by the 'results; in  the 
tmelve months ended the 31st January, 1954, we 
have collected nearly $390,000 more on rum than for 
the twelve months ended the 31st January 1953. We 
estimate that we are getting even more next year 
from that duty. Some people thought that the in- 
creased tax oa motor spirit would have resulted in 
less consumption, but we have found out that the tau 
has had little effect on the consumption. The estimate 
for 1953-54 will be about $900,000 and we estimate 
the same amount for the coming financial year; ws 
will probably get the sun1 of $9010,000 from the tax 
on motor spirit. 

I intend that this Budget Speech shall be of 
the nature of an English Budget Speech in  which you 
not merely set out your expenditure and receipts for 
the past year and the proposed expenditure and the 
hope for revenue for the coming year, but you in- 
timate what your taxation policy is. I do not pro- 
pose to intesrfere with company tax or the present 
rates of income tax;  during last year increases iri 
the rates of depreciation were considered a d  as re- 
gards income tax the proposals are still being con- 
sidered. If i t  is suggested that we should have hur- 
ried up with this matter and be ready for today I 
would state that one of the reason6 for our not being 
ready was the illness of Mr. Finch and that of the 
Attorney General which caused some of our meetings 
in this connection to be adjourned. Until we hsave 
finished consideration of the matter we cannot say 
anything more than that if there is to be any change 
in the depreciation allowed, there will be a change 
in favour rather than against private enterprise 
putting more money into business. We have not been 
able to corn. to a conclusion with all those meetings 
of ours; if i t  is decided to have any change in re- 
spect of depreciation, we will come down ~vi th  the 
proposals very early. 

I promised that I would go into the question of 
allowances; we have gone into that question and 
we are proposing to increase the allowance for a 
married man from $1,200 to $1,300. (Cheers). I 
r d i c e  that the bachelors do not cheer; we also pro- 
pose to increase the allowance for children from $240 
to $270 which is the biggest allowance in the Carib- 
bean area. We say that the allowance will be $270 if 
you have 10 children or 40 children; but this allow- 
ance is limited to two or  three children. That will 
entail a drop of $71,000 which we will not t ry  to 
recover. I believe that we myst be the only place 
in the Caribbean which counts illegitimate1 along with 
legitimate children in this matter of allowances. The 
allowance in Trinidad is $240 and in British Guiana 
i t  is $240; in Trinidad, if a boy has to  live in Port- 
of-Spain, the allowance is more; that is a variation 
which does not exist anywhere else. We have Cried 

many combinations and they have varied from 
$165,000 to $40,000. and the combination by which we 
\v111 drop $71,000 seems to be the fairest of all and 
we will not t ry  to make up for it by taxation f r o r ~  
any other source. 1 wish to assure honourable mem- 
bers that this matter caused us a lot of trouble; all 
the combinations were taken into account and we 
will not tax anything to make up  for these a:. 
lowances. 

l end almost with the sentence1 with which I be- 
gan with expenditure. The Government &d not have 
to be driven to anything except to get the opinion of 
experts. i have not read what the Inaome Taxpayers 
,lssociatioa has said; the .Association sent me a copy 
oP the Rules which I have not read. I made the prom- 
ise last year that the Government would go carefully 
into the question of allowances especially those for 
tilildren and the Government has decided to redeem 
that promise which was made at  this time last year. 

As regards the Deep Water Harbour, we have 
decided that for the sake of Barbados i t  is a good 
thing to have a Deep Water Harbour. We know that 
during the period of construction work will be found 
for people who might otherwise be displaced and wt. 
know it is our duty carefully to consider the question 
of possible displaced labour. I anticipate criticisn~ 
as to what is *lot really on the Estimates, but in- 
asmuch as i t  is conceivable that the criticism may 
be made before Your Honour has stopped it, I say 
that any scheme of importance which this Govern 
ment has to initiate or has agreed to, and which wiil 
cause displacement of labour, is having the vexy 
careful attention of the Government. I shall say no 
inore on that matter; I shall listen carefully to  what 
is being said and what is being asked and in due 
time I shall reply. I do not think i t  would be 
fair for any honourable member to attack the 
honourable senior member for St. Thomas who 
l as only iiox\- had an opportnility of giving his 
attention to any scheme affecting labour. I11 

view of the fact that our proposals for this year's 
expenditure and our proposals for the collection of 
revenue have been put before the members of the 
mercantile community at  the same time, they will 
no longer be in the insecure position of having to 
wait for months before they know what the corn 
pany tax is likely to be. I hope: we might all see 
how important i t  is for us now that we have got 
cver the hurdle which Barbados has had with the 
B.U.O.C., that by investing and: encouraging others 
to invest we will make the possibility of raising a 
big loan for the Deep Water Harbour a reality. 
There is the consideration of tlie work which will 
be provided in the period of cwnstmotion and the 
benefits which will come to Barbados. I think that 
with favourabre crops being granted us we can look 
forward to continued prosperity; I think that BE- 
bados with becoming humility, can very well say i t  
has kept its head above water for centuries; i t  has 
not only kept its head above water but i t  has sternnled 
against the tide of world conditions, held its own 
and kept its reputation for inspiring coddence 
among its neighbours and many people have heard 
of Barbados even if they do not know it. I do not 
want to seem to be rubbing it in or blowing o-cr 
cwn trumpet. but  the fact that at  a time when a 
strong Imperialist element controls the destinies of 
these oolonies, Barbados has been afforded a Minis- 
terial system on the scale it enjoys, is some indication 
that there is confidence in  the Government and the 
people of this colony. 

T a ~ p e a l  to honourable members and the peoplp 
o f  Barbados to see that we would not have any red 
blood in our bodies if we did not differ, but the 
good of Barbados is above the good of any Par ty  



or section of a Party or any of us a s  individuals or 
small groups. If we go forward ig tlie spirit of oEer- 
ing help by useful criticism and by co-operation, I 
'feel sure that this island will maintain the reputation 
lvhich it had for so long-the reputation of being one 
of the most stable portions of the British Common 
wealth and Empire. I do not propose t~ ask honour- 
able members to discuss any of the Heads of these 
Estimates tonight, but I do suggest that we should 
not depart from what is the absolutely llorlllal prac- 
tice which has not had any break for generations, 
that is, to have some other speeches 011 the proposals 
of the Government in these Estimates of R~vellue 
and Expenditure. I beg to lnove that Your 
do now leave the Chair, and the House go illto Col11 
mittee in  order to consider the Estimates for 1954-55. 
(Cheers). 

I-Ion. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
AEr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker,-When I 

move the p~stponcment cf the consideration of these 
Estimates, I am llot echoing the sentilnellts of any- 
body. 11 you look back to the debates on the Esti- 
mates from the time I was here, you will observe chat 
I have always claimed more time than a week to 
consider the Estimates; 1 have always felt that the 
Government has had some time to go carefully into 
the Estimates and a t  the same time these Estimates 
were placed in our hancis they mere given to mein- 
hers of the Other Place so that they consider 
them until we passed them. I Say that me callnot do 
justice to these Estimates in just one :,eel< after we 
have had them; if you want healthy criticism it is 

1. a Memorandum on these Estimates, i t  is tme, but 
Eesides that there are many thlngs which have to  be 
golie through. It is much easier to go thmugh the Es- 
timates in Committee when yoa give honourable mem- 
bers an oppotrtunity to go through them in the first 
place; if that is not done hon. members will make sec- 
ond-reading speeches on Heads on which they can 
make second-reading speeches. There is no question of 
any personal motive or anything like that; we of the 
Opposition should lilie to contribute in our humble 
way what Tve~ can so that the Government can work 
upon it. JTTe suggest no improper motive of trying 
to get through the Estimates, but I say that ~ v e  are 
entitled to Inore time to consider the Estimates and 
the lnenlbers of the general are entitled to 
hear the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ .  I anl appealing to the hall. Pre- 
mier to give us inore time to go through these Esti- 
mates kecause no member of the Opposition or of the 
back-beiichers could honestly say that he went 
tErough these Estimates. We are making a plea for 
time so that me can maize the vriticisms which are 
lfecessary for the good running of this country, other- 
1,ise there is a dictatorship. Without any further 
ado, I beg to move that the further consideration 
of the Estimates be postpon~d until this day ~veel:. 

Xi*. HAYNES : I beg to second that rnotioil 
I will l-easoil for doillg so. 1f these E ~ ~ ~ . .  

had been illtroduced at 3 to-day 
v ~ u l d  have had some time to make our second read- 
ing ,peeches; but the Estimates \)-ere lz'ot illtroduced 

late this afternoon. ~ h ~ t  is my fo r  sec- 
ondillrr this motion. 

unreasonable to expect us in one xeek to be able to 
go through what the Premier has had 1 
months to go through. After all, the people of this 
cclony lay great stress up011 having a l?ealth?. 0 ~ ~ 0 -  

sition and with the hon. Premier, just a few weeks 
ago, making i t  ab l lndant l~  clear to the world that 
there was nothing like an Opposition in Barbados, 
I am more convinced to-day that we should be given 
an opportunity, by postponing the consideration of 
these Estimates, to aiialyse and s t~ ldg  the Premi~r ' s  
speech. 

I t  is true that the Premier has intilnated that 
hc would   refer to hear our speeches On the Esti- 
lnates now, but I am suggesting that there should 
be a postponement non1 and u7e can come back a week 
hence and go on from, day to day and finish the Esti- 
mates. The speech which Tve have heard to-day is of 
great importance both financially and econonlicall~ 
$0 the future of this Country. Of course we bad these 
Estimates a week ago 'but there are matters in these 
Estimates, more especiaily of capital 
which we ~ h o ~ l l d  like to consider carefully. If the 
hon. premier were reasonable he w@uld appreciate 
the fact that  we do not claim to know everything, 
and we must come in contact with members of the 
general ~ u b l i c ,  members of the general service and 
~ e o p l e  who can enlighten us on many subjects in 
these Estimates. I think it is reasonable to PoqtPone 
the consideration of these Estimates until next ll'eek 
\;hen WO ran sit from day to dav and every one 
+l1 be able to make his contriblltion to the debate 
on the Estimates; i t  may be that some of the contri- 
butions might be fallillg on barren land, but You 
call always learn something from the Opposition. 

I do not expeat hen. members of the Govern- 
merit to agree with me, but I say i t  is unreasonable 
to put these Estilnates ill our hands lax; Tuesday and 
asl< us to consider them today. From last Tuesday 1 

been going through every possible Head of the 
Estimates, but yotl must ?ive honourablel members 
an opportunity to go througil the Estimates. There 

H;ll. U. E. TALIIIA. Before the questioll is put, 
I would like to bring to the attention of this Uham- 
her the fact that what is before the House is the 
principle involved in the I shall attelnpt 
to be as calm as possible and hope that I \"ill be un- 
derstood ill the lllanner in which I mould like to be 
mderstood. There is no new principle whatever in- 
volved in these Estimates; the principle involved is 
in the blemorandum which is nut a big book, but  just 
four sheets of paper lvhich be perused by 
members of the Opposition, who have outstanding 
ability and experience, in prdbably half all 
The principle involved is contained in old Estimates 
based on the Five Year Plan; i t  is the same old prill- 
ciple which can be read in four sheets; so it is not a 
question of taking hon. members by surprise. I t  is 
not a of taliillg this big- book containillg the 
Estimates alld going through i t  for a, whole >x~eek or 
two weeks; it is a of merely taking the 
Memorandum in which the principle of the Esti'-& 
mates has been clearly set out, and it and 
that call be done in half an hour. ~f i t  is said that 

I certain references will have to be made, if you spend a 
few hours in  one night that objec. can be achieved. 
The whole point is that there is no innovation being 
brought before the House to-night; i t  is not that  
with Alinisterial Government an  innovction is being 
introduced; i t  is no new policy which has been 
formulated with a Ministerial set-up; it, is the policy 
of a former Government which was in power prior 
to the introduction of the "Bushe Experiment7'. 
We are not attempting to1 create any innovation; me 

l are merely coming before this hon. Chamber and 
saying that we have a definite and settled policy in 
the Five Year Plan of Developmelit and Taxation. 
The new proposals are set out in  the capital expendi- 
ture and they are not SO numerous; Socialists as we 
are, we are alixious to see that Socialist measures 
are implemented mithont delay. This is all in con- 
11ection with the Five Year Plan or' Develonment and 
Taxation which has beevl considered here night after 



& - , .. . ~ HOUSE . 
night for about two weeks, of which hon. members ing my remarks to the corpofrate sense of responsi- 
are thoroughly aware and fvith which they have ! bility of the House; if we hare reached the stage- 
agreed in principle. But  hon. memlbers have come we have reached by observihg the normal BritLth * here at the beginning of the third year of the Five 
Year Plan and are saying that they are not aware 
of the terms and conditions and intricacies connected 
with the Five Year Plan and they must, study this 
big book _containing the Estimates week after week! 
They fail after having the Estimates for a week, to 
be able to make speeches on the Estimates when 
there i s  no new principle involved. 

I do not to On this but I 
must upon this House that if it were that a 
new system of presenting the Estimates was before 
the House, then the speech made by the hon. senior 
member for the city would have appeared to be justi- 
fiable; but we are pursuing the same old 
and  I do not see how ,a week for a perusal of the 
Estimates could not be considered reasonable i n  the 
uircumstanees. I do not care to be provocative, but 
I wonld like to remind hon. members of the Oppo- 

Pi.acticv, why should we depa* from it! I have 
-@id to honourable members during the tea interval 
"d I said i t  on my feet here, that there is no! SU& 
gestion of starting the consideration of any Head 

the Estimates b-night. I am not BB 
remarks to honourable members who have 
Objwted from par, to year: I say we 
cPCate a precedent which is nowhera obtwrved and. 
which we ourselves have not observed. We are all 
~ ~ l t i m s t e l ~  responsible to the pmple of this country 
and 1 feel sure that however this vote goes to-night, 
the people of this will not back a 
wreckers who are smarting with disappointment and 
who W-ould like to destroy this Government: as long 

1 
as Barbados is Barbados, the people will not do that. t 

Let us go to the vote; I accept any challenge. Who- 
ever wants to destroy this Government, let them des- 
troy it. 

sition that this Government under a Ministerial set- 
17p is not attempting any innovation whatever; we are 
merely carrying out what a Conservative Govern- 
ment of a former age has taught us; we are not adopt- 
ing an!- policy as f a r  as  procedure is concerned. 
Our position is that we are attempting to present the 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: As you are aware, Mr. 
speaker, last week when this issue was raised I 
regiBtered my and I stated my reason for 
so doing. ~h~~~ is pn unfortunate statement which 
was made tomday on the question of postponement, 
that it was done bemuse some members of this Party 
were qisa,ppointed. I t  is unfortunate to accuse any 

Estimates according to a regular schedule; last year hollourable member who his objection, of being 
about this very time the Estimates were being con- ]disappointed and rather than allotr i t  to go outside 
sidered by the House and we want to attempt to that an honourable member's reason for objecting to 
reg~l~arise matters to th2 best of our ability. This is anything is due to a personal motive, I would sa j ,  
another attempt to regularise things SO that the Ispeaking quite plainly, that in my position I would 
community as a whole will feel more satisfied; we are not have any need to object on such grounds becau ... 
adopting a fined and settled policy. Never before three months before Ministerial Status was spoken 
has the hon. Premier or Leader of the House been l of I had offered my resignation. I regard the truth 
called upon to make a speech in one night and then 
a whole week elapses for the Conservative brains 
of the Chamber and of Barbados to pool themselves 
together and see ~vhat  criticisms can be made. I pre- 
sume it is for that reason that the hon. senior mem- 
ber for the City is pressing for an adjournment for 
a whole week so that when a reply is made i t  will 
not necessarily Ije the reply of a particular member, 
but the reply of the best Consernative brains and the 
best experts and super-experts on financial 

as golden and i t  is most unworthy for anybody to  
come in this Chamber and make the statement for 
the public to read that the objection I made was due to 4- 
a personal motive; it is a most uncharitable and 
unpardonable statement which anybody in his right 

senses could have made. 
My proposal last week was that honourable 

members did not have time enough to Peruse the 
Estimates So as to be able to deal with them intelli- 
gently. I still maintain that attitude, but sinee the 

It seems to me that  that  is not a good thing and it agreed 20  proceed With the Estilnates I an1 
should not be adopted at this stege. l quite prepared now to hear the second reading 

speeches with the assurance which has been given H. I speak very 
Let us take the last few the 

Estimates for 1951-52 were laid on the table of the 
House on the 27th February, 1951, an& they were 
discussed on the 6th March-a week after-and they 
were passed on the 21st March. I n  the following year 
they were laid on the 26th February, 1952, discussion 
began the 4th and they were passed On the 
6th llsrch. The position was the same in the next 
year, and last year the Estimates were laid On the 
same date, discnssion began on the 5th and 
it ended on the 9th March. m e  have come to-night 
on the same date correspondingly and begun consid- 
eration of these Estimates. I am not speaking to  hon. 

that the Government is not proceeding with any of 
the Heads of Estimates tonight. The other question is 
that there is no point in going on until midnight 
or 07eloek in the morning; I would say that 
the House should be adjourned until next Tuesd)ay- 
I believe that an adjournment until ~ h ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~  would 
be a good compromise~but  2t the same time I 
would not say that the debate should be postponed at  ,k 
this stage. I do not see why we could not go on 
until some time later; 1 have no to going 8 

on with the second reading debate on the Estimates. 
I have said what I said the question of 

motive has been brought into this issue and I think 
it is childish to in a question in an issue Y members who will always oppose; I am merely u~here all obje&ion is raised. Who is going to be 

pealing to the House to show a sense of a, realisation l the arbiter or the person who is so omnipotent as 
of its obligations. NO budget is dolne in the way in I to begin to acyause people of motives? And if people 
which it is attempted to  Ije done if the amendment begin to accuse each 0 t h ~ ~  of motives, where will it 
is carried to-night, that is to my, the Person who is 
handling Government Business makes h i s  B u d e t  
Speeeh and then there is a n  adjmrbment for a week. 

Some attempt was made to suggest that in  the 

end? I ;lm prepared to challenge anybocly a n ~ l l e r e  
because the truth is not afraid of being told. I say 
that I can be accused of anything, but  my accusers 1 
must be prepared to state their ease. Do not accuse 

House of Commons some longer time is allowed but people of 'improper motives when for all these years 
the convention in the House of Commons is that as those same people were your best people. I t  is 
soon as the Chancellor of the Exchequer sits down. most uncharitable to give the publie the impression 
the Leader of the Opposition makes his reply and that someboe is against you; if you are speaking l the backbenchers make their speeches. I am address- the truth, speak i t  to your friends and i t  will coma 
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out. The members of the Party haye to speak the Pi-kmier has %id that this is the same old la'cip dressed 
truth a t  soae time or  other..& they know what 
is the t r ~ h ;  i t  is not *orthy of any person who js 
holding a high office to say that those honourable 
rnerntbei.~ ~Vhd spoke as they did last week spoke be- 
cause they were disappointed. That is not only 
slanderous but vicious because it seeks to get at the 
integnity because I have not yet done anything of 
whieh I am dshalned whether secretly or otherwise 
Anything thak I have said about anybody I am 
prepared to repeat; everbody cannot do that. 

up i.n a new dress. As honourable membew can see, 
what would be the point of the honourable Premiel 
making a speech if that is so8 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : I never said anything of 
the kind. I think the honourable member is referring 
to what the honourable senior member for C'hrist 
Church was trying to tell us and that is that the 
principle involved is the same old principle only wrap- 
ped up  differently. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I rise a t  a point of expla- I nation. The principle which I was referring to is 
It is wrong to challenge the integrity of people; 

have we reached the stage of mob rule? That 
works like a boomerang a t  some time, if a n  
honourable member differs from another, he 
has the fundamental right to do so. I f  our children 
differ from us  are We  going to say that they are 
the most vicious people because they do not want 
to do what we want them to do? All the members 
of any.  @n~~'nment are not expected to agree to 
ever~thlng,  but they owe each other collective 
responsibility. What is wrong with an  honourable 
member saying that You should not begin the con- 
sideration of any matter to-day? But  now that the 
consideration of the Estimates has been started, I 
Propose that we go on with the s e c ~ n d  reading 
6peeches- These Estimates cover 126 Pages and I 

the principle in  bhe Five Year Plan relative to taxa- 
tion, not the principle of a Conservative Government 
or any other principle. 

Mr. E. H. WALCOTT: As i t  appeared to me, 
the argument which the honourable member seemed 
to be wing was "Why cannot you go on because it is 
the same old principle which you knex7 before." 

Now, the position with regard to the eonside~a- 
tion of tihese Estimates today is two-fold. As the 
honourable junior member for St. Peter has said, not 
only do the Governmentys members need to have 
these Estimates divided into five parts for their par- 
ticular attention, but they have the whole day to  take 
and read and learn their particular parts. Added to 
that some of them,--those who belonged to the Gov- 
ernment before ministerial status-had a matter of 

cannot say that I have been through all these Pages i three or four months before to make it, to manufac- 
because I have to work for  a living other than being 1 ture it, to put  it into their own shape, and to see it 
a member of the House of Assembly; I have to ' pu t  right. I t  is quite different with some of us 011 

devote time to another Organisation. 1s there any- this side of the table. We have to our living 
thing wrong in saying that I have not been able to ' in  another way to that of members of the Govern- 
W through all these Pages? As a member of the ment. We do not even meet in this House early in 
Glovernment 1 was not forced to read through ihin l the day. We are compelled to do our i ~ ~ o r k  early 
document because, for instance. the Minister for in the day and that leaves one only with the nights 
Trade, in dust^ and Labour would not have to deal 1 to devote to mattern as  this. Sir, because of these 
with anythhg for. which the Ministfr for Social 
Services is responsible; but as an ordinary member 
of the House vou have to go through. each of these 
Heads of the Estimates; you cannot Plcl: out certain 
Heads and sat. that vou need not go through them. 
T repeat that i t  is uncharitable to attribute motives 
to people when they do not agree with you. 

I am quite prepared to continue with the debate, 
on the second reading, Mr. Speaker, but I am not 
~ s k i n g  for any discuss5on on the various heads tonight. 
The adjournment would give honourable members 
more time to consider the various heads of expendi- 
tnre. I hope that my point is made clear k(.cause 
these debates are going to be recorded. 

E .  K. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, 1 am go- 
ing to support bhe motion for the adjournment moved 
by the honourable senior member for the ci ty and in 
&Sng so, I know the accusation cannot be made 
htgainst any of the fo~zr of us over here that we are 
attempting to wreck anything because it would not 
be believed in any sense of the word. Every year we 
have risked for more time. This is merely one week 
that we have been given to peruse the Estimates, but 
i t  med to be the custom before we had the equivla- 

factors, i t  would be impossible to say that honour- 
able members in one week would be able to compre- 
hend every section of this 172-page document or to 
reply or deal with every head in the manner that is 
laid down here. Surely, if you have a bad, example, 
you should not follow it. It does not mean that if 
there were a few years in which you had to push 
through trhe Estimates i n  one week that you should 
do so all the time. DO not quote that bad example 
and say that we have done i t  before. 

Sir, all we on this side of the table are asking &r 
is to make it two weeks instead of one in which to 
eonsider these Estimates. A t  the end of the two weeks 
-by next Tuesday---or-even as an  honourable member 
has suggested, let us come on Thuri3day next from 
three in the evening and give consideration to them. 
d o  give us more time to study the implications. A f t e ~  
that7 I quite agree that we should meet day after day 
until they are completed. To say that you can deal 
with these Estimates in a to that You can 

what is in a book looking at the y o u  
with these Estimates in that way. 

According to the honourable Premier, it has 
/been found necessary to alter the way in which YOU 

lent of ministerial system that two weeks be given for  set about to do things in the Five-Year Plan from 
per~sal of the E-timstes bv honoumble memh*m of time to  time. As a matter of fact, when i t  comes to 
this House after they were laid, except certain cir- )water supply, and housing, the honourable Premier 
cumstances occurred. We, on this side of the table, said that he has already spent all the money that has 
have not mentioned that we wanted the honourable 
Premier to his speech today and then, for t'hs 
Opposition to reply. The accusation to the effect that 
we wanted more time so that  we could get together 
with our accumulated brains to answer what the hon  
ourable Premier said is out of the point. Our argu- 
merit wab that we would not like the Estimates begun 
today at  all, i t  would be a matter for the honour- 
able Premier if he just wanted to make his speech 

been allocated under &he Five-Year Plan on those pro- 
jects. I think what has happened is that for the last 
four or five Years, the Government does not want to 
hear any debate from members on this side of the 
table on these Estimates and that is the reason why 
with its number of members the Government is try- 
ing to force these Estimates through. We have heard 
i t  said that all the honourable Premier has to do ir 
to  make a big shout and the others will follow hlb 

on the Budget to make it. Well now, the honourable tarbely as if  hey were 1ambs and the f m o u s  story 



may not necessary bavc appealed to you, on reflec- 
tion, when you compare the fio.111-e with the lnonev I 

which happens every year will be repeated. Of course, I Estimates. A11 that, ,WC are &skillg is that we be 
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THE ADJOURNMENT 

the members of the Government Party entitle thu 
hanourable Premier to do that. His numbers entitle- 
him to force this matter through whether with or 
without proper discussion. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: If I understand the hon 
ourable member correctly, he has misquoted me. What 
I have said is that I do not care if discussion on the 
Estimates lasts until the 31st March, but I atn ap- 
pealing to honourable members to make tonight one's 
budget speech and sit down; then the House can ad- 
journ until next week when the various Heads of De- 
partments will be dealt with. 

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT : I do not know what are 
the rules of this House now. I do not know if there 
a re  any new rules. We have distinctly said that wt 
never wanted to deal with the Estimates today. I t  
would be a farce to tell ns to make a budget speech 
on these Estimates now when we do not know what 
is inside of the book and we have not digested ,what 
is inside of it. AS I have said, i t   odd be like criti- 
cising a book by lookillg at  the cover. I say again, 
me have discussed thoroughly the Five-Year Plan 011 

which these Estimates should be based, but the Five- 
Year Plan has been altered. 

Again Sir, do not let us talk about getting thein 
in time for the Other Place. As honoursble mrnlb-a. 
know, the Other Place cannot alter or affect in any 

spent in previous viars and the illany other thinzs I 
that deal ~vith it, you ??ay side with the judgment l Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to niox7e that this 
of the Go~rernmellt and say +'hat the figure House do now adjourn until 12 o'clock (noon) on 
arrivecl at after it was given the most careful con- Thumday next, 4th 

pllowed sufficient time to be able to criticise it and 
to say whether t'he Estimates, in our opinion need 
better regulating; to say whether the policy by the 
honourable premier is a policy which we wish to 
o'bject to and whether \i7e can make criticism of it. 
I t  has been discovere'd when cei*tain things crop up 
later in the year after dealing with the Estimates of 
l$e particular year that we have cause to make 
plenty criticism, which would ha7.e been unnecessary 
had n e  not passed it over when dealing with the 
Estimates. 

I n  conclusion, let me again say that me never 
asked the honourable Premier to malre his budget 
speech today. All that I say is that i t  m-onld be more 
in his favour if he does not allow us to consider 
these Estimates hastily because, as f a r  as you can 

from the jumble of figures which you 
have to p e a s e  and from what he himself has said, 
most Of the judglnent and most of the ideas alld 
lnatters put IorlTrard are of a llature &ich can be 
said to be other than socialistic or even approachin? 

'but is the sort of judgment Tvhich you 
el;l,ect a collservatire go~;e~~lment ill pollTer 
v;oulcl do; therefore, I will compliment the hon- 
ourable Premier for using his ~~~isdoiiz  more and 
more along the lines o? good conservative wisdorn 
and *less along that racial comninnistic doctrine 

sideration. I Hon. N. E. COX seconded the motion which was 
T do agree that we have not sufficient members agreed to and Mr. SEAEER adjourned the House 

on this side of the table to change one figure in these accordingly. 

any way the minutest thing that we put in thesr 1 ~rrhirh is pral*tised by leit wing socialists. 
Estimates. They cannot alter one thing in  them. All 
that call do is to say that we have see11 it ,  but 
honourable members of this IIouse have only one week 
to say so, yet the respollsibility is ours. All that t h ~  
other  place can do with the Appropriation Bill which 
is the cor@llary of these Estimates, when this House 
sends i t  up is to agree with it or throw the whole Bill 
out if disagree with it. It has On a 
few occasions before that the Estimates were 
not in March' There is nothing to that 

Sir. MILLlER,: I feel at  this stage that this 
House should take some l~otice of the time. I t  is now 
quarter to lline and o~vionsly,. if adjourll for  
dillner, lTe TTould not be resullllilg until tell o'clock 
and the speech of one honourable nlelllber after that 
v:ould last ulltil Trell orer elevell I am ask- 
ing the honourable sellior melnber for the city to 
amend his motion for  a compromihr and that is that 
this House do adjourn 12 (noon, on 
Thursday next. If the honourable member does SO, they must be completed by March. I t  is true that 

money under them may be required by the 15th April * 
following, but on occasions when i t  has been found 
that they could not be conlpleted in March we appro. 
priated certain sums of money under va&ous Heads 
to carry on for a lllonth more. Having done that, we 
then proceeded to deal with the Estimates. 

Sir, this is the time and the only time Il~hen you 
can properly criticise, departments after departments 
of IGovernment, on the allocations rnad~e against 
t1:em. This is the only time \ h e n  you can criticise 
the al]oc.ations made to the different schemes that 
Governments intends to carry out. When you are not 
giving us sufficient time to consider these Estimates, 
you are robbing us, as you have year after year, 
of the privilege given us by the people to go through 
the various heads of revenue and expellditure and 
criticise them. 

One last point and i t  has heen raised by one 
honourable member. I t  does not mean that if this 
House is given longer time that i t  n~ill  meall longer 
d3bate. The more time given, the more knowledge 
you would have gained of the particular subject and 
i t  would mean shorter debate because when you at 
first look at a certain figure and the principle and 
the allocation and have heard the exnlanation which 

I would agree to it. 
JIr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. I am asking 

leave to amend my motion to read until next ~ h u r s -  
day. I n  so I am appealing to the h ~ m u r a b l e  
premier to acaept the amendment. 1 am not suggest- 
Ing the hour as  that can be fixed by Government if 
the is accepted. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

Mr. El. D. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that fur- 
ther consideration of this debate be postponed until 
next Thursday. 

Mr. HAYNES seconded the motion. 
The question that further consideration of the 

debate be postponed until ~ h u r s d a y  next \~-m put  
and resolved in the affirmative, the House &Tiding 
as follows :- 

Ayes: Mr. M m ?  Mr. L ~ I s ,  Mr. WILLIAMS, 
Xr. BRANCXER, Mr. CRAWPORD, Mr. J. C. M O T ~ E Y , '  
Mr. VAUGHAN, Mr. ALLDER, Mr. HAYNES, MP. E. K. 
WALCOTT, Mr. E .  D- N I O T ~ E Y  and Mr. GODDARD-12. 

21Toes: 31r. Sac~m,  Hon. G. N. ADAJ~S, Hon. D%. 
CUMMINS, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E. TALMA, Hon. 
R. G. NAPP, Mrs. BOURNE, Mr. BRYAN and Mr. F. L. 
WALCOTT-9. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

T7zursday, 4th March, 1954 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of AS- 

sembly met to-day a t  12  (noon). 

Present 

His Honour, Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker), 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS, B.A., C.M.G., &.C., (Premk~), 
Hon. M. E. Cox, (Minister of C'ommulzications, 
Works and Housing), Hon. R. G. MAPP (Minister 
of Trade, Industry a d  Labour), Hon. C. E. TALMA 

i. (Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries), Mr. 
J. E. T. BRANCKER, Mr. A. E.  S. LEWIS, (Deputy 

Speaker),  Mr. L. E. SMITH, (Chairman of 'Con% 
dmittees), Mr. P. L. WALCOTT, Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY, 
Mr. E. K. WALCOTT, Q.C., Nlr. T. 0. BRYAN, Mr. F. 
C. GODDARD, Mr. F. E. ~ U R ,  Mr. J. A. HAYNES, 
&A., Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY and Mr. L. A. WILLIAMS, 
LL.B. 

Prayers were read. 

MINUTES 

His Hon. T H E  SPEAKER: I have the hon- 
our t o  inform the House that  the Minutes of the 
last Meeting are  not yet ready for  confirmation. 

recommending the establishment of such), and take 
such action as appears necessary i n  orae~- to bring 
Barbados into line ~v i th  the U.k., and other Carib- 
bean Colonies? 

Mr. BRANCKER : To enquire of the Premier : 
Does Guvernm.ent know it is the prevailing practice 
of the Police to demand statements from persons in 
connection with occurrences subject to their investi- 
gation, nuisimfoming such pqrsom that  they are 
lcgally bound to give such statements, and threaten- 
ing dire penalties for failure to sign such? 

Mr. BEANCKER,: To enquire of the Premier : 
Whether Government is aware that the Traffia 
Branch of the Police Department exercises unfair 
discrimination in regard to selection of cases for 
rrosecution, amongst the reports brought in  by  
Policemen, when Senior Officers of the Force pro- 
hibit in  many instances the bringing of cases against 
\titled persons, departmental chiefs, m d  their. per- 
sonal friends, whilst requiring that the reports made 
against them be submitted to the arbitrament of 
Her Majesty's Court? 

I 

Mr. VAUGHAN entered the House and took his I seat. 

CONSIDERATION O N  COLONIAUj ESTIMATES, 
1 9 . ~ 5  msxnt~~ . 

His Hon. T H E  SPEAKEIR: The first Or,der 
of the Day is to resume consideration on the Colo- 
nial Estimates, 1954-55. 

Mr. BRANGKER: To enquire of the Mnis- Mr. E. D.'MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker,-like untc 
:ter for  Education: 

Whether Government appreciates the incon- 
2 

' # 
venience of the absence of a Headmaster's residence 
.at the Coleridge-Parry School, particularly the 
hardship suffered by parents seeking to interview 
the Headmaster outside \of school hours, and by the 
latter in  being unable to  reside on the premises? 

2. Will Government, in  view of the estal-- 
lished practice of providing head teachers7 re& 
dences on the premises of secondary schools, with- 
out further delay take the necessary steps for the 

.erection of such a building this ;rear? 
Mr. BRANCKER: T~ enquire ,elf the Minister 

for Communications and Works : 
wi l l  the Hon7ble Gentleman direct his atten- 

tion to the long-standing need for a Government 
4 -Printery in this Island, (not over-looking the 
/ Address which passed this House some years ago 

$he honourable B e N e r ,  this is the first oppor~  
tunity for me to make a speech on the presentation 
of the Estimates under the new system of minis- 
terial Government and as it was with the Govern- 
ment this is also an histoda occasion for the Oppo- 
sition. It is the first occasion on which the people 
of this colony have had the opportunity of listen- 
ing to a Budget Speech delivered by its first Pre- 
mier and because of that, they can really bind the 
~ o l i c y  of the ~ovel-nment on the ministers re- 
sponsible for the vanious departments of Govern- 
ment. We have heard it often said in  the past thatc 
when ministerial status has been achieved, then and 
only then, will the, ministers be responsible to the 
electorate for the policy of the G0~e~IIItIent. 
1 I will begin by  saying that there is not that 
scope for criticism of these Estimates for 1954-55 
by the Opposition as one would expect because of 
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.cause of the competence and ability of the Chief 
Engineer of Waterworks that our programme of 
water supplies has been bypassed, there should be 
no scruple. It must be borne in  m!ind that a good 
water service is most went ia l  to modern civiliza- 
tion. 

I shall deal now with inedical services ~vhich 
are  regarded as the pet portfolio of the honourable 
ancl genial Minister of Social Services. I have in 
the past withheld my criticism to other than that 
which was constructive when i t  comes to medical 
services. If you look a t  the figures in paragraph 3 
of the Memorandum, you will see that the allocation 
for  water supplies to the end of the present finan- 
cial year was $524,800, but that the estimlated 
expenditure is expected to be $1,114,109 and with 
the allocated amount for 1954-55, i t  will reach 
$3,394.109 or more than the $1,312,000 which was 
the amount allocated to be spent on water supplies 
in 'the Five-Year Plan. As I have poiilted out 
already, the amount spent on housing already is 
more than the allocat4d amount in the Five Ytalar 
Plan. I therefore must point to what I would call 
the single omission of lQovernmeiit and that is the 
lsg in proceeding with its medical services. If you 
look a t  the figures, you will see that the sum of 
$426,800 was allocated to  be spent up  to the end of 
the present finaiiaial year, but only $1131,458 of 
that  amount is expecited to be $pent. I f  you were 
before a Bar  of Justice you would be publicly 
condemned. 

His Honour T H E  SPEAKER: Will the hon- 
onrable member address the Chair? 

The h~n'oara~ble Premier in his really statesman- 
like speech on the b'ive-Year Plan got the Vpposltion 
to agree with the Plan. We of the Upposi~ion did 
hope that after a year or so, something would have 
been done to alleviate the appalling conditions at 
the  general Hospital, but up  tio now nothing h a  
been done in, that respect. I{ is true that you have 
2 Health Clinic establi&ed a t  Speightstown, but  
while I do realise that, you must also realise that 
first things must come brst. I am sure that you will 
agree with me when I say that although you have 
e~ta~blished a Health Clinic a t  Sp~ights to~vn that it 
would be infinitely better to know that that  suandal 
of having a woman delivered of a child a t  the Gen- 
eral Hospital when an~othe'r person was sharing the 
same bed should have been blotted out from the his- 
tory of this country before your having a Health 
Clinic at  Speightstown. I throw out this to the Gov- 
ernment. We all who are i n  politics are moving on 
despite the threats and accusatifons and formations 
of other political parties and the like. A t  the same 
time, I realise m y  own hmitations in a democratic set 
up though I for one moment would not bolt, to any- 
thing which reeks of communism. Again, I would say 
that spending $1311,458 out of $426,803 that was ear- 
marked to be spent Ion medic'al services is definitely 
a sin of omission. I would not say more than that on 
this occasion, but on the next occasion, when we 
~vould hare the oppotrtunity of pinning the question 
to the minister, the criticisms would not be so mild. 

I will now direct attention of the House to 
the other question of education. I can remember be- 
ing once told on the floor of this House that none 
of us can ~ossiblv talk with anv import on the ques- 

U 2 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Yes Sir,-I meant to say I tion of edGcation"; however, I am going to talk i n  it, 
that if the honourable Premier and the Minister of 
Social Services had to appear before a Bar of Jus- 
tice on what was done in respect of medical service3 
public opinion would eondemn the honourable Min- 
ister of Social Services as genial as he is and the 
honourable Premier as skilful as he is in getting out 
of tight corners. They would be condemned and 
would not find one single human being to beg for 
them. Sir, when you realise that of the, amount of 
$1,067,000 which was allocated for  medical services 
under the Five-year Plan, $426,800 was allocated to 
bc spent up  to the end of this financial year and 
that only $131,458 is expected to he spent, i t  is appal- 
ling and pathetic. It shows that the Government 
.does not realise that  first things should come first. 
I t  shows that inside of the (hvernment Service, 
there is 'bankruptcy of ideas and lack d ability to 
get things done. The honourable Premier himself 
admittqd that the reason why I3overnment had pro- 
ceeded so fast with water supplies was because of the 
ability of the C'hief Engineer. I have no bouquets to 
.offer to any Government official-because I know that 
with mly criticisms of Government Departments when 
I feel that  they are in  need of criticism, coupled 
mith what members of the Government may tell 
-Heads of those Departments about me, I am one of 
the most disliked. That however does not bother 
me because none of them has elected me to1 this Cham- 
ber. I b i s  my contention that whether i t  was because 
of the advice and ability which may be outstanding 

although it may be said that I can barely read and 
write. Education is the next item in that ,paragraph 
on which a progress report has been given. Let ine 
digress to say that 1 am amused a t  times when I see 
people who get the greater par t  of their education 
overseas a t  the expense of this country come b%ck 
here and look down and make nasty remarks on peo- 
ple of this island. When I look around this Cham- 
ber and see that the people of this country, despite 
what those higher educational students may think, 
rather elect people like the majority in, this CFham- 
ber who cannot boast of having those great eduaa- 
tional gifts,- 

His Hon. T H E  SPEAKER: Will the honour- 
able member continue his address to the Ckair? 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I am doing that. 
His Hon. THE SPEAKER: The honourable 

member has just, deflected. 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: That happens sometimes. 
His Hon. THE SPEmAKER: The honourable 

member must check that. 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEX: Sir, if you look at  the 

figures in  paragraph 3, you see that the amount 
of $551,200 was allocated to be spent to the end 
c,f the present financial year, on education and of 
that amount, $234,966 is expected .to be spent. (To- 
ing through the Pive-Year Plan and looking a t  the 
whole setup of education and comparing the amounts 
granted to Harrison College, Queen's College and 
the Lodge School with that granted to  the Uni- 

in the Head of the Wa<terworks Department, that  I versity College of the West Indies and with what 
-Gtovernment gave so much atte'ntion to that Depart- 1 i s  spent on elementary education, and then tak- 
ment, the Government should have given greater at- ing the number of pupils a t  those higher schools 
tention to Health Departments than it has done. l and comparing them with the number which 
Sir, imagine that you have m'oney allocated to be 
spent on medical services and spending just over a 
quarter of it. Who would not say that Government 
-should pay greater interest than i t  is paying to the 
General Hospital and other departments of health? 

cannot proceed further than at  elementary schools, 
I will 041y day that you free people, ndt 
when you grant ministerial status to the colony 
which they belong, o r  manhood suffrage and 
freedom to vote as  they choose, but when YOU 
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I make sure that every soul born in  the community you find that i t  has not made provisiolz for spend- 
can read and write. That 6s my opinion of what 
education should be. Since I have offered myself 
for political honour* to proceed to this Chamber,. 
I have never compromised with my greatest friend 
on thi* subject of compulsory education a n d  espec- 
ially so, when I look around this Chamber and see 
with the exception of the few who had the oppor- 
tunity to adorn great universities abroad and one 
or two others who by  the financial position of their 
parents or their own skill were able to get a m a t -  
tsring of secondary education, that! the majority 
are those who have had only elementary education, 
that is, they have come through the channel whicb 
I came through, which is the university life at 
a n  elementary scho-01. As I have said, I have nevel 
compromised with my greatest friend on this subject 
of compulsory education. I have always said despite 
the stupid flamboyant reclrless promises made by mem- 
bers of the Labour Party which now comprises the 
Government that before you give free secondary 
edu~atioii  to every child in  the island, espeeially 
when yon know that the economy of the island 
cannot afford it, that the first thing that should be 
aimed a t  is compulsory education. I n  my line of 
business, I meet every day people whom I look a t  
with pity because I know that through no fault of 
theirs, they have been denied the opportunity of 
learning just sufficient as woul4 enable them to read 
and write. I think the honourable Premie? would 
not deny the fact that while he has attzined that 

] ing if it were only two per cent of its expenditure 
on providing some form of compulsory education, 
It is a pity to see that the Government has only 
spent $234,966 of the $551,200 whieh it had allo- 
,cated to spend on education to the end of t h b c  
financial year. I t  is not true to my  that you did 
not have the materials, because you have all the 
high-grade officer8 that are necessary. If the hon- 
ourable Premier or any of the other Mbisters said 
that they could not get teachers they should be 
cast into outer damnation. Sir, this is a time whe% 
you cannot say that you cannot get teachers oq 
building materials or mechanics. Bqfore you make 
that excuse, you had better plead that you do not 
have the people a t  the top with the interest or the 
ideas. As you are aware, Sir, you do not want any 
genius to teach a child how to read and write. 

Mr. Speaker, i t  is shameful that with the pre- 
sentation of the 19544-55 Estimates there ,is no pro- 
vision for  compulsory emcation pmicularly in view 
of the fact that  this Socialist Government i n  power, 
i n  every parish, a t  every political meeting, prom- 
ised i t  to the people. I would not say anything- 
against this Government not implementing its 
policy of nationalization because I knew that the 
honourable Premier and other members of the 
Labour Party when they said so did not mean it. 
I knew they could not do it. This criticism which 
I make to-day is from the depth of my heart. I 
know that figures can prove almost anything but, 

great height by virtue of his edueatioo and sch01ts- 
tic attainments, he like all of us, with the exception 
of one or two, has had the slave baclrground, and 
knowing that must g-roan when he meets with the 
one or two who cannot read or write. I say 
most emphatically, although i t  o m  be argued that 
Barbados has the highest standard of literacy in 
the British West Indies, which is no compliment to 
the Socialist Government in  power but which waq 
due to the Conservatives of the past, we should 
still implement compulsory education. The hon- 
ourable Premier in his budget speech said that the 
school for technical education a t  Richmond would 
soon be completed and they will soon be appointing 
a head to (that school. No one can deny that is an  
a't~solute nece6sitp but I still say first things should 
come first. The first thing that is needed is com- 
pulsory education. Recount on what each Minister 
and other members of the Labour Party told the 
electorate a t  the last elections, and you will remem- 
ber that they prom,ised the electorpte compulsory 
education and that was not only par t  of the policy 
of the Labour Party but was also the lindividua! 
policy of each member. I am strongly stressing 
these remarks because on the next occasion, the 
honourable Premier bho is responsible for the 
policy of education would be fully a\Trare of my 
feelings. Sir, the honourable Premier was the son 
of a schoolmaster, whose father was an  agricultnral 
labourer. Would the honourable Premier in the 
unique position wh(ieh he now finds himself, like 
to pass to the Great Beyond without knowing that 
he enacted some form of compulsory education in 
this island? I say, God forbid that I shall grudge 
anyone who has attained the position of getting 
his degrees in the arts or thy sciences, but what 
I would like to see is that every man in the 
commanity attain as much education as to enable 
him to read and write. Therefore, Sir, when you 
take side by side the Estimates of what is propoged 
to be spent on education a t  the various secondary I 

I no Director of Education, nor any expert on 
education can come here and tell me that a teacher 
has to go to Oxford or Cambridge University or 
Erdiston or even Combermere to teach a child how 
to read and write. My statement can be borne out 
by looking across the table a t  the professional 
men. None of them had teachers with B.A. degrees 
to teach them the elementary precepts in educa- 
tion. I well remember attending a political meet- 
ing in St. Joseph during the last elections and 
heaaing the honourable junior member for St. 
Joseph in his clamour for compulsory education 
saying: "We could not even read a letter when 
it came to u_s from America," and the people say- 
mg: "That is true." I need not tell honourable 
members that the honourable member captivated 
every vote in that parish' by that speech. You too,,. 
Mr. Speaker, I have heard on several occasions 
clamouring for compulsory e@cation. 

His Hon. THE SPEAKER: Although there is 
po dl[irect rule for it, I do not think the honour- 
able member should take advantage of my ~oslitiorl 
by making such reference of me. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I was not referring to 
Your Honour in any derogatory manner. I have 
heard Your Honour several times before 7011 b e  
came a member of this House advoeatina for com- 
pubory education, and I recall that you have never 
compromised on it. 

Mr. Speaker, I am asking the honourable Pre- 
mier who is responsible for the policy of education 
to review most carefully what is happening with 
the whole system of edncation. I do not want to touch 
on the old hardy annuals of whether there should 
be age-grouping an61 the like. \\That I do want to 
suggest is that the hoiiourable Premier should re- 
view the whole system of education in the light 
of how best the man in the street who 'really ele- 
vated him to power, can along with his family get 
just sufficient education to learn to read and write. 
I do not mean how that person can get university 

schools and at the University College of the West education. 
Indies, and on the various things, i t  is pathetic, l I will deal now with Agriculture, communica- 
and more so $or any Socialist Government, when tions and miscellaneous. It would hardly be fa i r  
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for me to take the Minister for Communications, 
Works and Housing or the Minister for Agricul- 
ture, Lands and Fisheries to task over these mat- 
ters to-day. I believe I was on lawful groundb when 
I took the Minister for Social Services to task 
on the medical spnices and the honourable Pre- 
mier to task on education. Those two ministers 
should have known what they are doing and what 
is their policy. I do not mean to say that the other 
ministers do not know what they are doing, but 
those ministers have just taken up their portfolios 
and in view of that, they have to take advice from 
the honourable Premier as to what should be done. 
With regard to the Minister for Agriculture, h . n d ~  
and Fisheries and the Minister for Trade, Indus- 
t ry  and Labour, I feel these two new ministers 
should be given some ~pportunity to be acquainted 
with their portfolios. 

Now, Sir, in my view the most important thing 
to the Budget is what ~iffi contained in paragraph 4 
of the Memorandum. It reads as follows:- 

"An important factor which the Govern- 
S ment has now to take into oonsideration is 

that the pnioe paid by the British Government 
for sugar from the Island has 
to rise: Ior the first time for many years it has 
fallen. I t  is possible that. in the future, there 
may have to be some restriction on production, 
and the crop i% in any dependent 
the weather, Further, the Govern- 
merit has at Once taken to 'ght the 
bug pest the danger has yet been 

people in his party from whom he can get proper 
advice and who have the necessaly brains for hand- 
ling matters relating to sugar. The hon. Premier 
has failed miserably in not living u p  to what I con- 
siqeer, should be the most important point he suould 
have made in his Budget Speech. The honourable 
member should have brought foreibly to the peo- 
ple of this country what they may have to expect 
as a result of this fall in the price of sugar. I 
say that for the reason that in the Five-Year Plan 
the honolurable Premier stated many things and 
the people are led to expect many thing6 as a re-, 
sult of that Plan. Reading that paragraph a r e *  
fully, especially where it says "there may have to 
be- some restriction of production," ,it does appsar 
as if Barbados would have to limit its production 
of sugar. No matter what the honourable member 
would say or what I would say dealing with thiq 
paragraph, does the honourable Premier appreciate 
that the sugar production for this year is estimated 
at 132,000 tons? 

(A VOICE : No; 180,000 tons). 
I beg pardon. what I meant to was 

that of the 181,000 tow that wera expected to 
produced, 132,000 tons of that amount or Gome fi&w:,g 
in that vicinity is &hat we expect to at 
the to the ~ i ~ k t ~  of ot 
the remainder, we expect to keep 10,000 tons for 
local consumption, 4,000 tons for the candy 
confectionery industry, 12,000 tons for molasses, 
;g,WO tons to be sold in open market at the free 

I price and 4,000 tons unsaleable. As I have mid, the 
  his bu<&et has to be viewed in the light of honourable Premier should not have compared the 
these considerations. " 
Now, Sir, if the four of us from my party wer.3 

to offer congratulations to the Government on that 
statement, it might prejudice the minds of certain 

economy of the island with what is expected to 
be received from Customs and Excise and Taxation, 
he should have or could have kept his speech on 
that high and lofty level by mentioning this fact. 

members of the Barbados public and certain mem- But this is not all. 1 am afraid thpdt the indices 
bers of this House, but 1 must say that it is a rather r:hich I just gave, are going to put nearly a half 
sound, honest and wise statement- I n  fact, it is a million dollars out of circulation for sugar in thia 
statement with which every Barbadian should be l country. I do not want to pin my quotations dowr 
acquainted. We all, of course, view matters in a to a few dollars but from the calculations, it is 
iiifferent light, and from that statement, I conclude 
that the honourable Premier failed in not present- 
ing a high and lofty speech instead of making d 
speech which was just rambling, giving a little in- 
formation here and there on a few heads and just 
making promises. All of us have a different ap 
preach on certain matters. When the honourable 
premier that stat,,ament in his memoran- 
dum on the ~ ~ , j ~ ~ t ,  of all the things that are in it, 

something between $500,O@) and $700;000 that thi; 
island would be collecting less from Income Tax. It 
must be obvious to honourable members what the 
position would be next year. 

The honourable Premier referred to the fact 
that he threw it Out to merchants and exporters 
of the colony of the possibilities of selling sugar on 
the African continent. I never offer criticisms on any- 

1 consider that as the one thing that matters. We on thing with which I am not conversant unless I am 
th,is of the table our position very clear I able to discover that information from the persow 
when the British West Indian Sugar Association was 
asked to present its case to the Mini,stry of Food 
We made it clear that the Association should ask 
the honourable Premier to attend that Conference. 
we felt that no matter how the honourable Premier 
felt about the Sugar Pkoducers7 dssociation this coun- 
try could only exist if it qot a fair price for its sugar. 
I felt that llobodv could have done as successfully 
as the Honourable Premier to the appeal on 
behalf of Barbados to the Ministry of Food for a 
fais price for our sugar. I made i t  clear a t  the 
time +hat it would not be an appeal of a few mer 

or a few plantem but that it was an appeal 
on behalf of Barbadbs. I t  is for this reason that I 
say he h= failed in his Budget Speech and becaus? 

the fact that we are: associated ~vith the Fiive- 
Year Plan. As long as you are human there is that 
possibilit?~ of having to change and because of that 
the Five-Year Plan would have to be changed be- 
cause of that statement and wh'at i t  means to every 
individual. I that the Honourable Pre- 
mier has no flair for figures but I believe he has 

who have techbical knowledge on the subject. I 
at p a i ~  to make enquiries. I am told that this 

is just a suggestion thrown out by London as it h 
the clearing house for that continent; but that the 
who'le thing is a question of sale and it would be 
threshed out in London. again, why I said that 
the honourable Premier failed to take the OPPor 
tunity to acquaint the people of this colony on the 
situation is; because of other f a d s  which I have 
fro111 Jamaica. AS 1 understand it, that colony has 
now 36,000 tons of surplus sugar. If we are limited 
in our output of sugar we are limited in our 
imp'3rt of commodities and if we arc limite~d 
in such ways we would be limited in: what we 
would collect by way of Customs and Excise and 
Taxation. Of course, some honourable members 
might raise the question of our having eight mil- 
lion dollars put down to the ~qualization Fund. I 
do feel that the honourable Prcmier has failed when 
he did not give an important pronouncement on this 
matter. I feel that the honourable Premier failed 
in not presenting his Budget along that line espec. 
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ially as he really brought i t  out so forcibly i n  the 
Memoranclum. 

Because of these fluctuations you must revise 
and change your Five-Year Plan. When one Sees 
that the price of sugar isl going down, one visualises 
that  you must limit your entire plan for  irrigation. 
The question is: what is the future on the question 
of irrigation in  connec4ion with agriculture P What 
are you really contem,plating in  this respect? I t  
will be remembered that  in the Five-Year Plan it. 
was not merely a question of research and experi- 
mental work in methods of irrigstioiz for peasants 
and plantations, it was also a question of providing 
money for the granting of loans for the purchase 
of equipment for irrigation, so that these people 
would be able to produce more. 

Now, Sir, Paragraph 17 reads as follows :-"The 
draft recurrent expenditure for 1954-55 is $539,780 
greater than that in the approved estimate for 
1953-54." If you meditate on the budget speech of 
the honourable Premier with the revenue this year 
and  with the statement in  Paragraph 4 that "it is 
possible in the future that there may have to be 
some restriction in the production of sugar," yon 
must wonder where i8 the sanity h the presenta- 
tion of the Budget. 

I have a few criticisms to :nalre on the e;n- 
penditure of 1954-55 which I think not even my 
colleagues would agree with me in making. I am 
going to deal with the question of your over-ex- 
penditure of $51,068 on the Airport. I do appre- 
ciate our having an  Airport comparable with any 
international airport in the world. However, I am 
going to say something whieh unless somebody says 
it: it might -go down with the honourable Premier 
and  members 6f the Government tbat this Hous? 
agrees with every suggestion made by Colonial Ofice. 
While i t  is true that much of the expenditure on 
'the Airport has been provided out of C.D. & W. 
funds, yet we cannot afford, nor can we agree to 
s i t  down and take i t  lightly with our Airport only 
catering to a limited service. No matter what may 
be the international agreement, we must protest be- 
cause we want to know that  our Airport is open and 
free to all. I think the honourable Premier would 
go as f a r  a s  to say it should be open to  all, even 
t o  those behind the Iron Curtain. I venture to  say 
that  the Seawell Airport should be open to all air- 
lines is the feeling of all honourable members in 
this House. As a matter of fact, that view was ex- 
pressed when this House passed a n  Address for the 
operation of a direct wrvice between New York 
and this colony. I know that there a re  international 
regdations governing airline services, but  be that 
as it may, the members of this Chamber feel-I do 
not mean only the four of us-that we should nbt, 
keep our Airport closed to but the few to suit oyr 
rulers in Downing Street. 

f now come bo the matter which I think few 
honourable members would agree with me on. It is 
our over-expenditure of W,826  on that of last year, 
under the head,-Legislature. I am1 going to be 
very frank on this matter, and jn doing that, I am 
going to throw out a suggestion. As is well known, 
'I have never compromised on the principle of pay- 
ing legislators, although I believe that the secret of 
the good working of any democratic setup is by way 
of compromise. A t  any rate, Sir you are aware 
of the stand which the four of us from the party to 
which I belong took relative to remuneration of 
members of this Assembly. What I am going to 
suggest today has nothing to  do with the increase in 
the remuneration of honourakle members as a result 
of ministerial status. I am going to suqgest from 
the depth of my heart that owing to the increase we 

are getting in remuneration for our  services, tuat we 
should have a oanteen irom which we can pay for 
anything we require. We should not continue to  
taJ~e pudic  ~ u n d s  to provlde Lor the food we eat and 
the other things me get. We are no longer in here 
giving our services tree and as a n  honour; we are 
being paid for i t  and since we are being paid, it is 
my l~oilest 0pini01.1; that we cease asking the pubhc, 
to pay the expenditure of over $3,0QO a year for our 
lunches and dinners. l would like to see attached 
to this Chamber a canteen a s  is done i n  England 
where nlembers can go and buy whatever they re- 
quire. As I understand, it is not run  to  make any 
profit. The eanteen in the House of Commons is 
run by a Committee. No profit is made from i t  
and the Vommittee is only allowed to pay the run- 
ning expenses of it. I say this for  the reason that 
hundred and hundreds of people in this colony are 
out of work and cannot, even get a meal some days 
and I do1 iiot consider that we are doing oursel~~es 
Lononr to draw $160 per month and then come in 
here and get refreshments free. I am not comment- 
ing on Yodr Honour's salary which is merely $240 
per month. As is kno~vn, I have always expressed 
the view that i t  is nothing much. As I was saying, 
it is iiot an honour for us to get refreshments free 
aild I think the least which this I-Ilouse can do to  
show some decency to the general public is to have 
a canteen run, probably by the same caterer, so that 
any honourable member can go and buy what refresh- 
ments he may requi're and from x~rhere he can treat 
a friend at his own expense if he so desires. I con- 
sider honourable members might smile at what. I 
have said, but out of sheer decency, considering that 
Ministers are getting entertainment and travelling 
allowance and members are getting a salary, i t  is - 
our duty if we want lunch to take a dollar out of 
our pockets and spend it. I darcsay, all honourable 
members will not agree with me. At any rate, Sir, 
I hope the honourable Premier will take this sugges- 
tion in good faith and as he has said, whatever hap- 
pens in the House of Commons would happen here, 
I hope he will see to i t  that we like members of that  
august Chamber will uphold this tradition and do 
not continue as we are to remive refreshments free. 

I come to the Secretariat and I notice that you 
h,ave also o d r  spenltl there. I will just drop this as  a 
hint. While you have overspent there, we, who want t o  
donserve a little money 'b'ecause of what is happening 
in paragraph 4, are hoping and begging that you do 
nothing more to increase on what we consider is an  
over-burdened Civil Service with highly paid officials 
and secretaries. We notice that you have brought in  
even more secdetakies, or assistant secretaries, o r  
assistant colonial secretaries whom we consider, in 
many instances, are not necessary. 

As I have said, I can be flamboyant or can 
make a most appealing speech, but  I shall adopt the 
attitude of a statesman. You state here that you 
rare preparing to overspend $19;000 on Old Age 
Pensions. When you compara with other over- 
s~ending ,  any t3ocialist Government should feel 
ashamed to say th& it is only overspending 
$19,000 on Old Age Pensions while i t  is iover- 
spending $49,000 on Legislature. I would be 
ashamed t o  state that if I were n Socialist. We all 
know what were the promises made up  and down this 
eountry of what would Ije done for old age pension- 
ers: I still feel that the age for person$ t a  draw pen- 
sions f m  this country should be 65 and not 68. 
There is no point in my trying to stress this because 
I have heard the same opinion expressed by members 
of the Government Party and by other members of 

l the Opposition. That like the system of compulsory 
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education is something which I consider should be 
placed in  the category of first things first. When 
you come to people who need old age pensions they 
are people who have worked in  this country from 
morning until they reacn that age. Many of them 
are worn out with heart disease and 1 do not consider 
that they should wait mother three years to qualify 
for receipt of old age pensions. As it is now, some 
cnly have the opportunity of drawing i t  for a few 
months. Sir, you are of the Government in power; 
you have made a promise to the people; do you want 
that promise observed in the breach? If i t  were 
a Conservative Government in pawer i t  would have 
observed that promise i a  the fulfilment. 

I will conclude by saying that whatever criti- 
cisms I have offered, whatever suggestions I have 
m d e ,  I have made them because I feel that this 
Government has an  obligation and duty to  the peo- 
ple of this country. 1 also feel that the Opposition 
has a duty and an  obligation to the people of this 
country and because of that i t  is our duty, we who 
m e  in  the Opposition, to criticise ~O'overment so 
as to bring i t  to  its senses and to remind i t  of the 
promises that it has made to the people and of 
its sins of omission. As I have said I feel that 
the honourable Premier has failed miserably in 
the presentation of the Budget, particularly in 
view of what is contained in Paragraph 4 of 
the Nemorandum. The body of that Paragraph 
states that the crop is in any event dependent on 
the weather. I remember when we were campaign- 
ing, the honourable Premier said that  the Electors 
Association copied the policy of the Labour Party. 
I would, however, remind the honourable Premier 
that when they were paying the 19% bonus to  sugar 
workers and the Labour Party was making i t  known 
that that was what they got for  those workers, the 
members of the Electors Association told them that 
whatever might be said, the crops in  Barbados were 
dependent on the weather. Now for the first time. 
the honourable Premier has admitted that the 
crops depend on the weather. I have quoted a few 
items to show where the Government has failed mis- 
erably in its Budget fblr 1954-55. There are other 
items which I can also point out to establish my point 
more fully 'but there a re  other members of this Cham- 
ber whom I see are eager to speak, therefore I do 
not think it is fair  for  me to monopolise the speaking 
on the various items; I leave some for other honour- 
able members t o  cover. 

I co&sel the Premier in his reply to let it 
be known what is expected to be the deficit as a 
result of the fall in  the price of sugar. I ~vould be 
very glad if the hon. Premier would tell us  what 
Government expects i t  is going to lose i n  Income Tax 
as a result of what is contained in Paragraph 4 of 
the Memorandum and what i t  would mean iiz rela- 
tion to our imports. If be is unable of hilnself t o  
work out those figures he has capable and compe- 
tent men in his Pasty who can give him those figures. 
I am sure my colleague, who belongs to his Party, 
can work out those figures. While members of the 
Party to which I belong and I ha<ve associated onr- 
selves with the Fivcl Year Plan-not in every detail 
-and while these Estimates for  1954-55 are part 
of the carrying out of what was proposed in the 
Fhe-Year Plan, I find that the @overament has 
~ m i t t e d  to do the first things first. I have already 
mentioned two things and those are medical services 
E I I ~  the question of compulsory education. With 
regard t.o educration let me say again that you should 
not only provide for the few at  the tor, but you 
should also see that the majority at  the bottom! get 
that little bit which would enable them to read and 

write. I n  other words, we should not forget the 
bridge over which we passed. Mr. Speaker, we of 
the Opposition with our responsibility to the people 
%re prepared to  offer our co-operation to Government 
cvheresoever i t  is necessary for  the expenditure of 
funds for the social development and improvement 
~f this colony. 

Sir, in  view of the hour I beg to move a t  this 
3tnge the adjournment of this House for three quar- 
ters of an hour. 

Mr. ALLDER and Mr. CRAWFORD entered the 
Committee and took their seats while Mr. El 1) 
MOTTLEY was speaking. 

Mr. C R A ~ R D  seconded the motion which wacr 
agreed to and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the H o w  
~ccordingly. 

On re-assembling, 
Nr .  SPEAKER: On the adjournment, the 

Kouse was debating the motion that  I do now leave 
;he Chair and the Hcouse go into Committee of Sup- 
3ly on the Estimates for the financial year, 1954-55. 

Mr. \ITILILalAM'S : Mr. Speaker,-When the Es- 
.imates were first laid in  this House I happened to  
3e one of those honourable members who took a cer- 
,ain amount of objection along with the honourable 
junior member for St. Peter and the objection which 1 
(oak was- 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: On a point of order. Is 
it  that the honoarable member who seconded the 
motion for the adjournment do& not want to speak? 
I t  is immaterial to  me when the houourable mem- 
ber speaks but i t  is customary for  a n  honourable 
member who moves or seconds the motion for ad- 
journment t o  speak on the resumption. 

Mr. SPEAKEE:  I have discovered that, as a 
matter of fact, a member can speak a t  any time 
whether he has mloved or seconded the motion for 
sdjournment. 

Hon. G. H. ADlA1M'S: It may be that the Rule -- 
in the old "May" has been changed; I am merely 
asking that there should be an established ruling 
here. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I have the most up-to-date 
standing Orders. 

pan. G. H. ADAMB: I am merely asking that 
+A. 

a ruling be made so that t~e rybody  will know in  
Future. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I a m  going by the most mod- 
:rn usage. The honourable member may proceed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: As I was saying, Mr. Speaker, 
when the Estimates were laid in the House I took 
a certain amiount of objection and I s h o ~ l d  like to 
say that the warning whidh I threw out to the 
Premier then, was thrown out in  good honesty and 
in all good sense of purpose. I t  seeins to me that 
the honourable member inculcates a sort of feeling 
that whatever is said to him is said out o? some 
malice. The reason for my ob~eztion was that v e  
irc reaching the stage where i t  could be said that 
the Illstimates are put  before the House and there 
s 11::t lnuch time allowed before thry are d:~.cu~srd : 
r was not attempting to do any harm but merely to 
3ive a more careful examination of the Estimates t h a ~  
we hav. bevn  wont to do in  past yews. It ha.; kit-cu 
s~ ic l  that the members of the Other Place have 71- 
ways coinplainad that they do not get the E~tim:ktcs 
in tin??: -< fa r  as I am concerned, there could nr>t be 
r2ny serlnlis contention in that matter, becansc*, a< 
f n r  as T know, the Lords always await the pLo;(=.ure 
o f  tlic C(,inmlons in these matters. The mcmhc~rc: 
the Other Place have a much longer time, relatively 
s~eakinq,  than we to consider the Estimates, because 
the Estimates are laid np  there at  the same time as 
they are laid here. I have not heard that complaint 
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made by the Learned President of the Other P lm 
and I was up  there on two or three occasions. 

1 should like to say that, to  my mind, the Budget 
Bpeech was disappointing and the reason why I 
think it was disappointing is this; just to my that 
we have had a Five Year Plan and the budget 
Speech is a general review of that Plan is a little 
poor. I would have preferred to hear about some 
consideration of matters like the eEect of the fall 
of the price of sugar, the effect on income tax 
the effect of this statement in  the Memorandum on 
the Estimates that for the first time for  many years 
the price paid by the British Glovernment for sugar 
has fallen and what will be the various repercussions. 
I would have liked to  hear a discourse along that 
line. 

When the Five Year Plan was introduced, 
Professor Beasley's level of the island's e.conomic 
podudtivity was 130,000 tons of sugar a year, and 
the honourable Premier said that the Government 
was not paying strict attention to Professor Beas- 
ley7s figure, that they were advised to take the eco- 
nomic productivity of the island a t  150,000 tons. 
Therefore we have to interpret paragraph 2 of the 
Xemorandum on the Estimates in that light. Para- 
graph 2 of the Memorandum says this :- 

"The Government has been reluctant to increase 
any of the capital expenditure allocations under the 
Plan, but has felt justified, having regard to the 
surpluses in  the first two years, and the prospect of 
a good crop in  19154, i11 increasing the allocation for 
afiditional mains and standposts. The progress in 
carrying out the water supply scheme has been more 
rapid than was anticipated, and a n  additional sum 
of $150,600 has been included in the capital esti- 
mates in  order that distribution to the community 
of the benefits of the re-organisation of the system 
may qontiaue. " 

Everyone will be in agreement that if you have 
started something of this nature, you should con- 
tinue with it, but I am not in agreement with the 
'lirst part of that paragraph. Professor Beasley says 
that the island's economic productivity could be 
taken care of with a crop of 130,000 tons, the Gov- 
ernment fixed the figure a t  150,WO tons and there 
was some fear that the crop would fall. I had no 
fear about that ;  we found that we got a crop of 
more than 150,000 tons-we got 165,800 tons, so that 
the reasons given i n  the first part of the paragraph 
d o  not seem to go to  their logical conclusion. 

I will move on to paragraph 3 of the Memo 
randum and compare i t  with paragraph 22 which 
deals with qapitd expenditure. I n  paragraph 3 
you will see the progress of capital expendltuire 
from available funds and in  paragraph 22 you will 
see the capital expenditure contemplated under 
available funds; you will see Water Supplies, 
$280,0001, sousing, $3124,0fll, and the other items 
mhidh are set out there. I f  you look at  the Esti- 
mates, it is not correct to say that you are really 
spendhg $3,008,531; what you are really spending 
'this year is $1,788,816 and the rest happen to be old- 
re-votes. 'I should like 60 know why has so much 
mloney had to be re-voted? I s  it because you are not 
getting deliveries and you can only operate in  the 
case of water supplies? I repeat that i t  is not cor- 
rec4 to  say that you are really spending $3,008,531 
and people can acjcuse you of collecting money and 
not really spending i t ;  you will either have to spend 
the money very quickly before the period of the 
Five Year Plan elapses or you will be piIing up 
money to make the 'General Revenue Balance much 
more rosy than i t  is a t  present. You have a good 
revenue balance and you also have a Revenue Equal- 

isation Fund which has to take care of ally cyclical 
aepresslons which YOU may have; tnerelore you do 
noc have to incur any loans and even ln respect of 
Lne loans you have incurred, they are all selr-recov- 
erable in the sense that they are all housing loans. 
' lhat  seems to mq to be the cardinal objection ts 
tne way i n  which the Budget has been set out. 

Herore l move from that point, l want to show 
the impheation ot my reasomng there. I n  para- 
graph 6 of the Nlemorandum i t  3s set out that the 
estimated expenditure from 1st April, 1952, to 31st 
March, 1954, was $2,696,478; deducting the amount 
of $1,788,816 from $3,008,531 you have an  unex 
peiided balance of $1,219,715, so that you have only 
spent $1,476,763 in  capital works. The cardinal ob- 
jection is that your capital works are behind time; 
therefore you can be accused of piling up all the 
money and you will not get through with the Plan. 
You will have a bigger General Revenue Balance 
which should not be the case. That point might 
sound stupid, but it is a point which has to be 
carefully watched; when you approach people for  
Imns, they can, tell youl that there is no need for you 
to borrow any money. 

I think Professor Beasley said that 'our loans 
abroad were something in the nature of $1.9 million. 
I have taken the opportunity to examine the posi- 
tion of our loan funds; if you 1006 a t  the Estimates 
a t  page 158 you will see that the loan funds are 110t 

redeemable i11 this period but from 1964, 1966 and 
onwards. The Sinking Fund is adequate to cover 
them so that the loan position is good and, as I 
have already pointed out, the loans which have been 
illcurred recently are self-recoverable. The only 
charges which the Government is carrying are th6 
ad,ministrative charges on loans. The reason why I 
have taken the opportunity to speak along these lines 
is that when we have the opportunity to discuss the 
matter of the Deep Water Harbour, I do not think 
anyone muld suggest that our revenue position is 
aot sound and that we cannot get a large loan. 

If you look a t  paragraph 4 of the Memorandum 
you will see that this is what i t  says:- 

"An important factor which the Government 
has now to take into consideration is that the price 
paid by the British >Government for  sugar exported 
from the Island has ceased to rise; for the first time 
for many years it has fallen. It is possible that, i n  
the future, there may have to be some restriction of 
production, and the crop is, in  any event, dependent 
on the weather . . . . . 7 Y 

Here is where I past company with the honour- 
able senior member for the City; the only really valid 
statement which should worry us in this paragraph is 
that in respect of the price of sugar. When the last 
sugar agreement was being negotiated, a s  soon as the 
British Government decided to  give South Africa and 
Australia--countries with diversified economies- 
larger quotas, then we were restricted; the question 
of restricting our production has long been reached. 
Ilcwever, provided that the guarantee which me 
have is not limited, it does not follow that we mill 
have to restrict our production; our production was 
settled once and for all with the Comnionwoalth 
countries having been given larger quotas and the 
West Indies not being given any larger quotas. As . far  as this matter of production is concerned, the 
weather has always 'b'een one of our problems; when 
Professor Beaslev calculated the level of our econ- 
omy and based it on 130,000 tons of sugar he must 
have carried his mind back t o  1946 when we had a 
crop of as low as 78,000 tons, and we still got home. 
The revenue showed a slight fall, but two years after-. 
wards we became buoyant again. If we allow a 
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2% fall for the mealy bug pest we must still come 
hack to what is Professor Beasley's limit of our pro- 
ductivity, namely, 130,000 tons. What, to my mind, 
carries a aertain amount of cardinal weight is the 
question of the price of sugar; i t  seems to me that 
you must look a t  the matter from the point of view 
of its effect on income tax and therefore its effect 
on wages; and if i t  has a certain effect on wages 
what will be the effect on customs and excise? 

It also has to be borne in mind that during the 
debate on the Five year Plan the honourable Pre- 
mier said that he hoped the people out of 
shame or justice would see that a t  least we got some 
good price for our sugar. I am not that hopeful. I 
would say that as far as Government circles in 
Great Britain are concerned, they could be some- 
what more mindful of the colonies; but at the same 
time Great Britain is an industrial country and she 
has ,always beell trying to find cheap food with 
which to feed her industrial population on a jam- 
packed island of fifty-two million people; therefore 
this ,cardinal factor has to be borne in mind. 

if you try to think in terms of Imperial pre- 
ference and so on, there is still the old argument 
as to the manufacturing classes on the one hand, 
and the agriculturists on the other coming to 
clash ; i t  has paid Britain to import from the eheap- 
est and sell in the dearest marketm we have' 
to bear in mind the fact that the beet root 6ugar. 
producing countries are having surpluses ; Germany 
Australia, Czechoslovakia, Poland and the United 
States of America are all in full there 
is the question of the sort of trade which Great 
~~.~~i~ does with our sugar and it seems to me that 
d l  these matters have to be taken into account. 

If you look at these figures in pars- 
graph of the as to the approved and 
revised estimates for this year, you will see that 
our Gross Surplus is about twice over what it was 
expected to be; i t  will also be seen that our General 
Revenue Balance is about twice over. Therefore one 
can see that as far  as the higher taxation rates which 
were brought down in the Five Year Plan are concern- 
ed7 and with which I have been agreement7 they 
have achieved their object. I think the danger is in 
the fact that we have been increasing taxation but we 
have not been moving ahead fast enough with our 
~rojects. we can be accused of hoar,ding UP money 
while a lot of our capital WO& have not been com- 
pleted, and the danger is that a t  the end of this year 
or next Year7 having regard to the Five Year Plan, 
we will have to adopt some means of getting the 
money spent. I Can understand the honourable 
Minister for Communicati~lls telling Us that he can- 
not get sufficient pipes, bnt the honourable Minister 
for Social Services cannot say that he has ordered 
X-ray equipment and cannot get it. 

As regards the various items which t5e Govern- 
ment hopes to undertake, there is the Industrial 
Development Board which has my blessing, but I 
am very pessimistic about our setting up an In- 
dustrial Development Board in Barbados. As far as 
we are concerned, I think we have missed the boat 
for industrial development long ago. We have to 
bear in mind that a t  present there are other coun- 
tries in the Caribbean area, which are competing 
for capital; economic development has been going on 
in Jamaica and British Guiana, thus raising the 
standard of living in both those countries and they 
have got off to a mdch better start than we have 
made. Their pioneer legislation has been mueh more 
liberal than ours, and furthermore, one has only got 
tn read the Report of the four Industrialists who 
visited these parts and it w?ll be seen that that 
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Report does not favour us as a very healthy area 
for industries. I cannot imagine that it suits, a metro- 
politan country to industrialise a colonial area; it 
may be said that the position has been changed, but 
there has always been the tendency for metropolitan 
countries not wanting areas such as these to be 
developed. The Report of the Industrialists is a 
piecemeal document which does not reach any con- 
clusion; no man in the City who has read that Re. 
port could come to any conclusion either in one way 
0' in the other. He might probably be better if 
he goes into the office of the Trade Commissioner in 
London. 

With regard to the provision of Government 
Offices and Ministerial Buildings, 1 would first 
prefer to see a Board of Survey set UP to go into) 
the question of having these ofices and bnildinfZf4 
and see what i6 wanted and the %vemment 6 d  
bring down to the House something which we 
.~nderstand and vote on- We have also got to  bear 
in mind that it mkht  be cheaper for us to  renu 
Government buildings for a number of 5'-rl pro- 
, d e d  that the efficiency of ,people is not impaired, 
rather than incur a loan a t  4% interest to erect the~o 
buildings. I do not think that we should regard 
Ministerial Buildings as something apart from 
other Government Buildings ; we should take 
stock of all Government Buildings induding Minis 
terial Buildings, but we should not look a t  Minis 
terial Buildings as apart from other buildings. 

When we come to housing, I do not think we 
Can be the position; the Government 
has touched the fringe of the housing problem 
SO far  The Government said that they are building 
60 houses in the City and 28 in the urban are=; 
the housing position has, not been correlated with 
the information a t  the disposal of the Government 
at present. I feel that the Government were babes 
in arms when they started and they had to try and 
find their feet; but for the last five or six 
they should be ,in a much better position to have a 

housing programme. A housing loan is 
ways recoverable and whenever it is over the coun- 
try has a capital asset. The G~~~~~~~~~ has more 
0, less linked the [Labour Welfare Funds with other 
housing funds so as to make the position look rosy; 
but if they had no habour welfare F V ~ ~ , J ,  or if they 
removed these funds from other housing funds, tbe 
amount spent on housing is still, in my opinion, a 
vevy small amount and it only touches the frinns 
of the problem a t  the end of five years. I do not 
say that we can hope to taclcle the housing position 
in the space of five years, but I would like to see 
c bolder housing policy put forward altogether. 

Nueh has always been made of the question of 
subsidisation. I think the people who have alway3 
been to flog this question of subsidisation 
have completely forgotten that there are many p p  
ple who have not got any incomes. It is all right tq 
say that subsidisation is unproductive, but if yen 
wanted to wind up subsidisation you would have to 
ask on what items you should take .it off; if you 
took the subsidy ofY pickled pork tomorrow, you 
could not hope to produce the required amount of 
pickled pork a t  home. The cardinal point behind 
subsidisation is that in Barbados where you have 
much unemployment more generally the rule than 
the exception, there are many people without in- 
ernes. I think that as long as the cost of living 
presses on the: income earners who have to keep the 
 on-income earners alive, subsidiqation should be 
approached from that standpoint. 

As to the question of tenantry roads, I think the 
Government is making a cardinal mistake as regards 
the tenantry road programme. I have dways indi- 



uated that it is oetter to deal with a few roaiiq at a 
tlme and construct them pr,operly; I have seen ten- 
antry roads go into d i s r e p ~ a  because they have qot 
been slurfaced. It has always been my contention 
that it is better to deal with fewer roads and deal 
with them properly than merely appeal to popular 
ulamour, so that you will not have any expenses re- 
curring a t  too soon a period. I hope that the Bov- 
ernrnent will take the advice 1 have given. 

I n  respeot of the agricultural programme, 1 
sincerely hope that the Government will see its way 
a t  some future date to consider what might be done 
to encourage more pig breeding. I have not been 
able to discover the reasons for the shortage of pork, 
whether i t  is just a seasonal matter owlng to the 
Christmas trade or whether there has been a greater 
general demand dl along the line, but I think i t  
would be very worth while to put as  much money as 
you can possibly put  into this scheme for the time 
being. 

As regards the question of District Narlcets, I 
think the Government should continue its policy of 
erecting these markets, rather than bave one gener,al 
market. As fa r  as  the Speightstown market 1s con 
cerned, like most of the jobs done by the Public 
Works Department, it is a good job and I hope one 
will see many more markets like that one. 

I shall not detain the House for very much 
longer, but I would like to issue a warning to the 
Government. I am not pulling any punches; I took 
the opportunity to say that this Budget happens to 
b t  an  extremely healthy one, but i t  also happens to 
be a conservative Budget, as far  as  I am con- 
cerned. We are not in the red as  people would want 
to make us believe; the trouble is that the Govern- 
ment Bench is being scared by what has been thought, 
that is, that if they get hold of the Treasury they 
will nm i t  dry. I think that factor is always scaring 
the daylight out of them. An important point which 
I haw been able to elicit from the Memorandum is 
the fact that the Government f ill raise all their 
loans during this year; but deducing from the vari- 
ous figures which I have quoted and putting my ~m-n 
conclusions on them, you do not really need to go 
to the public for loans unless you are really going to 
spend the money. The danger is always that at the 
third year of the Five Year Plan you will have tons 
of money piled up in the Treasxrp and in  the fifth 
year of the Plan you will be rushing like a meteor o*. 
jet fighter in order to get rid of it. You arc not 
justified in borrowing any more money a t  present; 
you do not want to give the impression, having 
brought forward increased taxation, that you oppress 
people and then you do not want to spend the money. 
You have not taken the money because you want :o 
have a better general revenue balance or because 
you want to pile up  money; you want to put for- 
ward your plans for capital development. You do not 
want to inour any loans at  present; your programwcb 
of taxation has brought in  more than what you really 
need. 

Mr. CRAWPORD: May I he permitted merel~ 
in passing to refer to the little jmbroplio which has 
&ken place with reference to the request for a little 
lonper time to consider the Estimates before we begin 
to discuss them? T t  should be perfectlv ~lnderstood 
tilat this habit of beginninc?. to discuss the Estimates 
a week after they are presented came illto vogue 
with the present regime and mill probably go out 
with the present regime. Nobody accuses the Prz- 
mier of attemptiny to do anvthinrr detrimental t o  
the colonv's interests: he claimed that i t  uras alleged 
he wanted to go a w a ~ ~  and that ic: whv he wanted to 
rash through the 'Ektimates. The point really is 

rhat if he left the colony immediately after he 
rushed through the Estimates, it would not be the firat 
time that he did so; but it would certainly lend col- 
our to the fact that he wanted to rush the Estwates 
through because he wanted to get away. It is not 
glving the correct impression to suggest that this o p  
position arose because two disappointed members of 
t11e Party wanted to become Ministers; those two hon. 
members can answer for themselves; the hon. j u n i ~ r  4 

member for St. Peter has already answered for him- 
self. Neither the hon. junior member for St. l'eter 
nor the hon. junior memlber for  St. Lucy seems to 
hdve been interested in  any Ministry and it is really . 
incorrect to give the impression that their opposition 

1 to going on with the Estimates within a week was 
merely because they were disappointed in  not being 
made Ministers. That is sheer nonsense; we felt that 
clne week was, not sufficient time for us to consider 
the Estimates. It has happened before and i t  will 
probably happen again that as  soon as we finished 
the Estimates the hon. senior member for St. Joseph 
rushed away; if next year he attempts to rush 
through the Estimates not for his personal interest 4 
bnt for the benefit of the colony, he will have to find 
another reason for trying to push them through in  a 
week. 

These Estimates have been described W being 
conservative by more than one speaker. What hacl 
amazed me is that the honourable introducer of the 
Budget made a statement to the effect that it is a 
matter for gratification that the revenue from Cm- 
toms and Excise is more than the estimate. The 

I total egtimated revenue is over $13 million and the 
estimated revenue from Customs and Excise is over 
$6 million-nearly one half of that  amount. It 
amazes me that a Government which calls itself 
Socialist should consider as a cause for  gratification 
the fact that Customs revenue is producing nearly 
one-half of the total revenue of the colony; if that 
is Socialism, then the correct place for all such 
Socialists is the Lunatic Asylum. It is well known 
that Customs revenue is provided in the main from 

+ 
Customs duties and Package Tax which falls heavily 
on the general working population. It should be 
the aim of Socialists to consider the means of diimin- 
ishing Customs Revenue. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : The honourable member 
is misquoting me. I said it is a cause for gratifica- 
tion that more than one-half of our revenue comes 
from Customs and Income lax, because we got a crop 
of 160,000 tons instead of 130,000 tons. 

Nr. CRL21TTFORD : Tncoil~e tax Iyas not men- 
tioned in that connection; I heard the honourable * 
member say that Customs and Excise revenue pro- 
duced more than what was estimated and I wrote 
that down. The position is this: there are several 
fadom which contribute to this increase in  Customs 
revenue. To begin with, thanks to  the subservience k 
of the honourable senior member for St. Joseph to 
the Colonial Office, and thanks to  his desire for 
i eaons  best known to himself to get on the best 
side of the United Kingdom, the dollar allocation for 
Barbados in proportion to its earnings is the lowgst 
in the entire British Caribbean. The honourable 1 

member sits down every year and permits a colony 
I like this which has to import almost all its nece~it ies .  

to be content with the smallest dollar 3,llocation of 
any colony in the West Indies. He gets his personal 
reward for it, but the colony suffers. 

l Hon. G. H. ADIAMS : On a point of order. I 
do not inincl the honourable member making his 

I slanderous remarks, but if he is telling the H o w  
that what he has said is a fact, I ask him to quote the 
figures. 
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Mr. CRAWWRD: If he knows it is not a fact 
why does he not quote the figures to show that it is 
not a fact. If he ~ a t s  the figures I will give them 
to him; I have here the Year Book for 1952 and these 
are the latmt figures available. The dollar earnings 
in reapect of Trinidad for the year given here were 
$25 million and the amount spent was $18 milliopl; 
1n other words, they had a dollar allocation of 74% 
of their dollar earnings. The Windwards and 
Leewards earned a little more than $2+$ million and 
they spent over $6 million. They had a dollar 
allocation of 231% of their dollar earnings. 
That is a fact which can easily be found out 
from any commissiori agent in Bridgeto,wn; what 
you can do in hard currency areas in sonic 

eoloiiies in three months you cannot do in Bar- 
bados in a whole year because our importers do not 
get the dollars. I n  Barbados, our earnings were $13 
million and we had allocation of $6 million, which 
is 414.75% of our earnings, less than one-half of 
what we earned. The honourable senior member for 
S t  . Joseph knows that the position is highly unsatis- 
factory but bemuse it pleases him not to offend tht 
Colonial Office, he says nothing about it and he 
compels this coloily to iiiiport nearly 211 its iieces- 
dities from the highest market in the world-Great 
Britain. If it were not for our high tariff rates 
Britain could not co~ipete ;l1 this market with 31- 
most any other country to-day ; but the hon- 

'rronl Custom duties in any country must iieces- 
sarily mean that the country is undeveloped if you 
are importing almost everytning you need. In other 
words, you are impoverishing the colony and bleed- 
ing it white. It 1s a fallacy to congratulate yourself 
on the fact that Customs revenue is pravidmg a 
large slice of your revenue; we are dolng not* 
to encourage industrial development or provide the 
atmosphere in which industries might be started. 
The honourable junior member for, St. Lucy ulaims 
that we have missed the industrial bus; he might 
have said that t.he colony has been .cvilfully pre- 
vented from becoming industrialhed. For years the 
Government refused to pass legislation to offer con- 
cessions to new industries which we ruuld get m tnc 
Vest Indies; and now that we have, passed some sort 
of legislation, i t  is useless. The legislation whi& me 
have passed does not offer the same concessions 
which other colonies offer and there is not a single 
minute when we do not hear of some company who 
vrould establid an industry here if the atmosphere 
for industrial development were more sympathetic 
to industries; but we gloat over thv fact that we 
have got all the money we want from Customs re- 
venue as if that can go on for ever. All we are do- 
ing is lowering the standard of living and increas- 
ing its cost, because the cost of living in Barbados 
is higher than i t  is in British Guiana, Trinidad, 

1 Canada, the United States of America or England. 
ourable senior member for St. Joseph allows us to You take up any newspa~er and zcbrnsare the prices 
bring in all these high-priced articles, pay high 
Customs duty and then says that it is a source of 
grstification that we get all this Customs revenue 
Not only does the honourable member sit there and 
allow us to be compelled to import items from th? 
highest-priced markets in the world, but when yon. 
want an import licence to get necessities from soft 
currency areas, the Control Board gives the great- 
est amount of trouble in gx'anting a licence to get . 
cheap goods in the colony. 

The honourable junior member for St. L U ~ Y  said 
that subsidisation is important because in every house 
there is only one man working and the other mpm- 
ters of the family are unemployed. We are spend- 
ing nearly half a million dollars in subsidising rice 
and pickled pork, but we need not spend one single 
~ n t  in ~ubsidising pickled pork; if they would issue 
licences for imports in sterling You could import 
picued pork a t  such a price in Barbados that it 
could be sold a t  the current price without subsidisa- 
tion. The colonial Office says that we must be Care- 
ful about imports from non-(=ommonwealth areas, 
and therefore Barbados must toe the line, despite 
the fact that you use your revenue to subsidise peo- 
ple outside. YOU tell the Colonid Office to do what 
they like; the honourable senior mcmher for St. 
Joseph knows what the position is, and yet the Con- 
trol ~uthor i t ies  in Bmbados are more keen to 
out the directions of the Colonial Office in that 
respe& than any other body in the British west In- 
dies. The merchants in Trinidad, in the Leeward and 
Windwards Islands and in British CTnianfl ret all the 
licences they want from soft ~ ~ r ~ e l l ~ v  areas 

cf clothing and of foodstuffs in any of those c o n -  
tries.and you will find that they are cheaper than 
they are in Barbados. When it comes to Canada 
and America, the prices of foodstuffs are almost 
orie-half of what we pay for them here; our 
aim should be to make the colony as self-sufficient 
as possible, not to flatter ourselves because we 
are collecting money on goods, because that will 
come to an end. The 'G,overnment does not *p- 
preciate the position beeause it went further last 
year and clapped on an increase in Cu&oms duties 
by putting tariff ratm on c.1.~. costs; since we have 
uciiie that, I have made it my business to eompare 
the tariff rates in all the other islands and we 
Eal~e higher rates here than any mlony in 
the West Indies. If we had the same tariff ratcs a s  
Trinidad or British Guiana has, v u  could hardls 
sell any British-manufactured stuff m this market at 
all. I n  spite of the fact that you have this exchange 
0, ikmerican imported goods, yet the difference in 
our tariff rates is so great that it would make items 
inlported from the United Kingdom market unsale- 
able. 

The honourable senior member for St. Joseph used 
as ail arwment for inmeasing the C u s ~ m s  duties 
last year that it was done in other islands, and that 
the Customs duties were paid on c i f .  cosh; b d  he 
failed sensibly to tell the House that the tariff rates 
h those idan& are lower than ours, and the 
total cost of imported goods is less, prop~rtionately 

than what we would have to pay for the 
same you can see all around how this colony 
is being impoverished'; there is the little dollar allo- 

outside the Commonwealth or not. There is a hwnall 1 ratioxi, you buy in high-p-iced markets. there is 
cry in respect of the control Office-no dollam and l increased Customs duties, the difficulty in getting 
no licences; if the honourable member wants to ' import licenc-all you are doing is to provide a 
keep down the cost of living, the step@ he 
take would be, firstly, to see that the amount of del- 
lam y e  get bear a better relation to the of 
dollars we earn, and also see that licences are granted 
more freely for importing articles from soft cur- 
rency areas whether those artioles are obtainable from 
within the Commonwealth or not. 

splendid market for the import trade. It is a par% 
disc for and traders, but it cannot lad 
long; it cannot go on inddnitely. I have purposely 
replied to the statement about Customs revenue be 
c,,, T think the time has come when this House 
should concern itself with this aspect of our emnomy; 
it is our business to try and expand, our economy, 

That is only one aspect of this question of the ,not to contract it bv increasing our imports. 
evils of collecting high Customs duties; high revenue ' we are doing is to levy an unfair tribute on the 



masses of the people, and then what do we do?- teding immediately; you cannot import shoes in I We squander our ill-gotten gains. Imagine a B u d  Jamaica as you like because the Government has a 
get with m estimate like this! Not one cent has been ban on the Tmportation of shoes. Of course they w f i  
provided for increasing the accommodation in sec- not get as much Customs revenue from shoes a s  we I ondary schools or for Increasing the amount of the 1 get, but they figure they will gain more by mak. 
Old Age Pension or for any increase in  social ser- 
vices; but it is proposed to spendl( the sum of $275,000 
on new Government Offices and Ministerial Build- 
ings I do not knoTv what rent is paid for the build- 
ings which we will no longer have to rent if we 
erect the buildings proposed in these Btimates, but  
I do know this; the interest and sinking fund on the 
money which i t  is proposed to spend on the erec-tion 
of new Government buildings would pay rent for  
number of years a t  the present rate at  ,vhich we 
are going. When i t  comes to the question of Minis- 
terial Buildings, is i t  that the n'Iinisters are not 
satisfied with their offices? It might be that they 
picture themselves pompously stepping up marble 
steps between Ionic arches while masses of hungry, 
unemployed people bow themselves humbly down in 
abjec+t homage. 1 cannot see how spending this vast 

of money on Ministerial Buildings could as- 
sist in the expan&on of the economy- 
country which is dependent upon &uch a large slice 
,,f its revenue from Customs duties. The spending of 

ing s&oes than by importing them; everything tha t  
can be manufactured in  the colony is being pro- 
tected but we are talking about the price of cab- 
bage; all we can talk about is   rice control. 

You will search vainly in  these Estimates.for 
any appreciable recognition of the importance of 
tourism to the colony. If you look a t  the West In- 
&an or American or European P'ress you will see 
that all other colonies are making the best possible. 
bid to  expand the toarist industry, but we are 
still trying to fool ourselves and others too that 
a big tourist industry would be inimical to the 
best interests of Barbados. If we are not careful 
at the rate a t  which we are going, in a short time 
what tourist industry we bid for will be one of our 
main sources of support. The honourable junior 
member for St. LUCY referred to the position of sugar 
and nobody in his right senses will believe that the 
position will become increasingly better under ~ r e k  
ent world conditilons; it is wise to expect d~~teriora- 
tion and that being the case, every possible avenim 

this money might provide work for a few weeks for for assisting the colony's economic expansion shoilld I come people, but can anybody tell me that new &v. be considered; tourism is one which will bring an 
ernment Offices or Ministerial Buildings are im- appreciable reward. 
perat ivel~ urgent? If the Ministers regard their I I want, a t  this stage, to refer to one or two of the 
present offices as being incompatible with their dig- 'Frop~sals for positive action in  these Estimates, The 
lilty and inferior to their position, I cannot see any hon. introducer has said that the Opposition will find 
of us objecting to their wanting to provide more lit difficult to disoover something the Govern- 
~ a l a t i a l  offices for themselves out of their own pock- 
ets; but we should certainly refuse to expend the 
amount proposed in this Budget for  that PurP?se- 
That is farcical; numbers of important things which 
should be done are omitted and with the air of a 
hen which has just laid an  egg or of some conjurer 
who has made a white rabbit of a ybu 
are told that the fin?nces are sound, the 
surplus balance is over $8 million and you would 
have had by some magic wand to ~ r o v i d e  this surplm 
balance within the last three or four years. 

It is not only that this surplus was accumulated 
from years of maladministration which it is the duty 
of the Government t o  correct, but they regard it as 
their solemn duty to accumulate surplus balances 
and make them bigger and bri'ghter every Year re- 
gardless of what sins of omission have to be corn- 

ment has not done; because there are a few thin@ 
which the O p p ~ i t i o n  has suggested and which. are 
being attended to, the hon. member is c o n p a t h  
ting himself that we will find i t  difficult to discover 
,mething which is not being done. I mentioned a 
,lTrhile ago that no provision has been mada for an 
increase in the amount of the Old Age Pension; I do 
not know the respective figures for  the subsidisation 
,f .ice and pork-we have been given the 
total amount for subsidisation in bull+but I am sup- 
gesting to the Minister for Trade and Industry to 
busy himself with the position as regards pickled 
pork, f h d  out what the facts are and he will dis- 
cover that we need not spend a cent on subsidising 
pickled pork; and the money which he daves there 
he can spend on an increase in the amount of the Old 
bge Pension. 

mitted so to do. And the revenue whieh they get I Although we have this healthy surplus bdance from penalising the community, they squander! I of over million, there is no attempt made even was amused to hear the senior member 
for  St. Joseph talking about keeping down the cost 
of living and of price control and saying that  the 
price of cabbage should be less than 54 cents a pound ; 
if he is really rooking after price control let him rat 
tend to the sings which we have to import. We 
want to concern ourselves with getting as much in- 

at  introducing a scheme of compulsory education; 
iT is high time that we begin to save some of the 
n'Oney which ' is on the Anglican Church and 
put that money into a scheme of compulsory educa- 
tlcn. If we Can afford the luxury of a State-  aid 
Church, we can afford the luxury of compulsory edu- 

dugtrial expansion as we can; we want to protect cation for the inasses of people in  this colony. I do 
the industries we have and do not let them be forced ln0t suggest that the Government is really interested 
to go out of existence. Of course, if you allow the / i n  education because i t  is not; search these ~ s t i -  
textile plant and the shirt plant to be closed down (mates and present one single ease in which i t  is pro- 
and we haye to import more textiles and more posed to spend any mioney on providing additional 
shirts, certainly we will get mare Customs revenue: 
but  we will have more unemployment and more of 
the country's national income will be sent abroad 
and we will go on until we come to the point thlat 
we will have few, if any, local industries. If we were 
not so minded to gloat over the faet that we are 
getting this healthy balance, we would concern our- 
selves with getting industries so as to employ more 
people who are now faced with extinction. What 
is iramaica and Trinidad and British' Guiana doinglr 
Every industry which is developing they are pro+ 

secondary education! I n  St. Philip there are 48 acres 
of land which the British Admiralty utilised dur- 
ing the War ;  that land has now been released for 
acquisition by the local Government. I t  is fully six 
years since i t  was suggested in  this House that we 
should endeavour to1 acquire this property but we 
have now acquired it. There you have beautiful 
buildings which can be converted into seciondary 
school buildings with hardly any expenditure, but 
what does the Government propose to do? As far as 
the Government is concerned, there are only two 
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types of education - Elementary eduoation and ! to finance that schwl  they ape only anking to erect, 
Higher education. We have increased entirely out of: 
proportion the amount we are spending on Higher 
education, but no such provision for secondary edu- 
cation has been made and these Admiralty buildings 
in St. Philip could be utilised as they are to provide 
one of the k e s t  secondary schools in the island. How- 
ever, the Government proposes to utilise these build- 
ings for an elementary school. 

/So far  as  I know,-and I know a great deal of 
the parish of St. Philip-there is no need for more 
elementary educational facilities in that area. Less 
than a mile to the north of the former Admiralty 
possession, there are two big elementary schools of 
the Church Village Boys7 and Girls; and to the 
south of the same place are two big schools St  
Martin's Junior and Senior. In  the middle and just 
i o  tb east of the same place are Beulah Girls' and 
Boys7. Anyone with a knowledge of the parish will 
tell you that where the Admiralty buildings east 
for fully a mile, you will hardly find a house. I do 
think that the parish is very well served with ele- 
mentary schools. Yet in keeping with its policy of 
not providing more secondary schools, the Govern- 
ment proposes to put 'another elementary school on 
the Admiralty site and is making no provision at all 
for secondary education in the parish. Some pupils 
of secondary schools in the parish have to travel 

1 the school. They are saying that the money whiah 
they now have to pay for transport and maintenance 
of their children while in Bridgetown attending 
secondary schools would be available to spend i n  
keeping that school in St. Philip r,unning without 
any cost of the Government. 

It seems to me that the Minister of Education 
is mainly concerned with the spending of as much 
money as he can on providing a certain type of 
scholarship. If you look at  the cost of Barbados Schol- 
arships to-day to what i t  was; five years ago, you will 
find that it is five times the number of scholarships 
and on top of that there' is an appreciable increase in 
the value of each scholarship. Why? Well you know 
why. But with all that, the Government cannot find 
one cent to spend on building a secondary school in St, 
Philip. I think my colleague would support me ill 
saying that it is the general concensus of opinion 
in the parish that there is a sufficient number of 
slementary schools scattered all over the parish to 
serve its needs. 

Sir, the people who h a ~ e  been given the respon- 
sibility to allocate this revenue to expend on educa- 
tion, more is expected of them f%an to allocate money 
to build an elementary school in a parish where it is 
not wanted. Rather than build an elementary school 

.with that money on the site proposed, it would be far  
!8 miles-from one end of the parish to Bridge- /better if it were spent on providing a health centre 
town-to get a secondary school in Bridgetown. ' until such time as Government intends to build a sec- 
The other day, I began to compute the monthly cost iondary school. The Admiralty site in St. Philip is 

..of a child's trawelling bill by bus to a secondary :centrally situated and would be the ideal spot for a 
school in Bridgetown. lhealth centre. But to show you the indifference of 

(Mr. Speaker left the Chair and Mr. Smith i n  Government, it has acquired that land which is about 
the absence of Mr. Deputy Speaker took the Chair). 48 acres, getting close on a year and has done nothing 

I was saying, Sir, that sometime ago, I com- 
puted the monthly cost of a child's travelling and . 
maintenance bill by bus to a secondary school in 
Bridgetown from some of the m o t e  parts of St 
Philip and it came to $30. That amount included a 
hot meal in Bridgetown because many of them have 
to leave their homes at 7.30 o'clock in the morning 

(A VOICE : Oh no; not so long). 
Well, even say six months. 
(A VOICE : Come down; not so long either). 

Whatever may be the period, a t  the time, Govern- 
ment proposed to put an elementary school there. It 
cannot use all that 48 acres for a school along with a 

to catch a bus and they db not get back until 6 1 playing field and we were told that some part would 
o'clock in the evening. Some parents have to find 
this amount for more than one child. You can 
imagine what it means to the parents of those child- 
ren that have to travel those distances to get to school. 
The Government has eight million dollars lying in  
the Treasury and yet is unconscionable and indiffer- 
ent to the welfare of the people in the community 
that  it proposes to spend $330,000 on new public 
buildings and ministerial buildings rather than to 
~ p e n d  a few thousand dollars on an already existing 
building in the parish of St. Philip to convert i t  into I; 
a comfortable secondary school building large enough 
to house pupils from! the parish, part of St. John 
,and part of Christ Church. The Government thinks 
i t  is far  more in conformity with the importance of , 

be used for agricultural development. You have d,e- 
creased the prospects for food production elsewhere 
in the colony by allowing the planters, in order to 
eradicate the mealy bug pest, to plant thrown out 
land in canes - land that normally would be plantecl 
in food crops. YOU have land lying fallow but exped 
cabbages cheaper than 48 cents per pound. There is 
hothing in any part of these Estimates for the Minis- 
ter of Agriculture or any other Minister to put land 
that is lying fallow into cultivation. I suggested in: 
&is House a few months ago that Government look 
all over the Island and where it found land lying 
fallow to ensure that it would be utilised without any 
delay for food production. If you want to bring the 
price of cabbages down you must expand production. 

ministerial status to have the ministers stepping 'The more land you plant up, the cheaper would be 
every morning into beautiful new buildings than to I your priees for vegetables. Sir, as far as the provision 
earmark some of that money to provide a secondary 
school in the parish of St. Philip. I can tell the 
Government that so far  as the people of St. Philip 
nre concerned, they do not want another elementa'ry 
school in the parish. If this Government can boast 
that the colony's finances are so sound and i t  has 
a good surplus accumulated over a period of years, 
and is yet adding to that, and i t  can find money for 
every nonsense like leave passages and the like, 
l' feel it is not fair to penalise the poor working peo- 
ple of St. Philip and thereabouts to the extent of 

for an elementary school in  the parish of St. Philip 
is concerned, it is not wanted. The people are clam- 
ouring for a secondary school. That is $hat they 
deserve and if they cannot be given that, give them 
a health centre. They can get along with the exist- 
ing elementary schools becauae there is a sufficient 
number in the parish. Give them a secondary school 
or a health centre; either is of more necessity. 

I will go back to one or two of the other points 
which were raised in introducing the Budget. We 
see in these Estimates the sum of $20,000 for the 

$60 per month to send two children to secondary' canalisation of the Constitution Swamp and the con- i schools in Bridgetown. If a secondary school were to stmction of two dams. Honourable members will 
be erected in St. Philip, it would be self supporting. )recall how members of the Government got on the 
The people of that parish are not asking Government I floor of this House and said that the expenditure 



on the canalisation of the Constitution swamp would 
not be compensated for by the land reclaimed. Mem- 
b e q  of the Government have also said from time to 
t ~ m e  that the Opposition does not suggest anything 
From whom did the continuous demand for canalisa- 
tion come? Although the Opposition does not suggest 
anything we see in the Gapital Expenditure of the 
Estimates the sum of $20,000 as a revote of the pro- 
vision made last year for  the sinking of such we!ls 
and for the canalisation of the Constitution swamp 
and the construction of two dams. If  1 understand 
the English language Government bas now proposed 
to canalise the Constitution swamp. Government was 
so indserent  to this matter some years ago that the 
equipment which was ordered to do this work would 
have been allowed to  rot and wauld not be of any use 
now if i t  were not for the Opposition getting on the 
floor of this House and compelling Government to 
take it up from where it was lying and put  it under 
shelter. We also see that the producers of these Esti- 
mates are now making provision for  the construction 
of the East Coast Road. Well, it does not need 
a good memory to recall the stand taken in this House 
a few years ago by the present Government when 
it was suggested that this road should be construct- 
ed. I said on Tuesday last, and I repeat to-day, that 
for a long time the present Government sheltered 
behind the allegation that if they repaired the East 
Coast Road they wlould be enhancing the land ad- 
joining it. I n  1948, the House was so arnaaed over 
the Government's attitude that i t  t d d  the Govern- 
ment it was prepared to pass legislation that when 
Government constructed the road and the land value 
was increased as a result, any increase in value 
would accrue to  (Government. Since 1944 a resolution 
was passed by this House and the Other Place that 
work be started on the East Coast Road and equip, 
ment was actually ordered. We actually mere offered 
a grant from C.D. & W. to do it. I t  is ne,arly eight 
years now that Mr. George Seel - he later became 
3 i r  Beorge Seel - was taken over the proposed road 
and shown around in order to enlist the support of 
the Colonial Office for the purpose. I t  could have 
teen done years ago if this Government were so will- 
ing. I n  1947, we had the Commissioners of Highways 
for St. Joseph offering to do their portion of the 
road if they got the money to do it from the Qovern- 
ment but the Government was indifferent to the 
cvlnstruction of it. Now that Government proposes 
to do it, i t  is going to cost twice as much. 

I pass on to another item. Perhaps honourable 
members may have noticed that we are spending 
$124,000 on the nutrition scheme for  school children. 
I want to suggest to the appropriate minister that 
i t  is high time that we get on with the scheme 
for a milk pasteurisation plant. If we begin with our 
plant for our milk pasteurisation, we should find 
that the plant itself could supply the milk for the 
nutrition scheme at  greatly reduced cost to what we 
are paying now. There would also be a market. for 
the milk on Sundays and school holidays. This 
amlount of money that we are voting for the nutrition 
scheme could provide the interest and sinking fund 
for the pasteurisation plant. 

I n  these Estimates, we are told that the water- 
works scheme is progressing fav~urably  and it is 
actually proposed to plan for  more expenditure on it 
this year than was allocated in the Five Year Plan 

(Mr. SMITH acting as DBPUTY S P E ~ E  left the 
Chair and Mr. SPEAKER took the Chair). 

Sir, I am speaking on the Waterworks wheane. 
It is well known that the parochial authorities in 
every parish had submitted to the Government plans 
for waterworks extension throughout the respective 

parishes. This House urged i n  1948 - six yems ago 
-that Government raise a loan and start a n  island- 
wide scheme to provide water in every home and a 
public standpost in  every district. That has been our 
rppeated clamour. As a, matter of fact, I have on more 
than one occasion compared the Colony's position 
with that of "I'rinidad, where you can not find a 
public stand-post in the &ty of Port-of-Spain be- 
cause every house in  the City has its own water * 
system. 

So far as onr housing programme is con- 
I cmled, we are doiilg nothing from our revenue 
in regard to it. We are using the Labour Wel- 
fare Fund primarily for our housing expenditure 
and as can be seen that fund is carrying the main 
burden of our expenditure on housing throughout, 
the island. One would have thought that with the 
Labour Welfare Fund to take care of housing require- 
ments in  the greater portion of the rural areas, the 
opportunity would have been seized to pay more 
~ttention and to spend more money from wr revenue 
on centrally sided housing schemes. It is amusing 
to see the amount of money which is earmarked for  
housing under the Estimates for  1954--55. From 

-k 
an  estimated revenue of $13,000,0@0, the amount 
allocated to spend on housing is $37,000, and this 
amount seems to be earmarked for only administra- 
tive purposes becquse under Capital Expenditure, as 
far  as  can be seen, there is no provision for any 
housing programme. The only thing in the build- 
ing programme that can be seen is new government 
and ministerial buildings ; no housing scheme is wen 
for the people. 

Sir, what I mould like the Government 
to consider carefully is the necessity for  making 
beginning in  Barbados of some sort of Social Securi- 
t y  Scheme. It is not beyond our resources but  if we 
do not start on it now that i t  is opportune to do so, 
heaven lrnows when we will be able t o  do so. Whether 
the Government intends to do so or not, it w d  # 
have to spend more money on Old Age Pensions 
as the cost of living increase hss compelled, us to  
do so. The estimated expenditure on Old A e t Pensions for the coming year is roughly half milli n 
dollars. With regard to the implementation of a 
Social Security Scheme, there are other sources from 
which additional revenue for this purpose can h 
obtained. You would be able to collect cointributions, 
from individuals themselves and from employers and 
from workers. 

I t  has been estimated that we can start a fairly 
sound scheme to benefit the greater part of the popu- 
lation with a sum of three million dollars per year as @ 

a beginning. As I have said, three million dollars is 
pot beyond the capacity of this coxony to spend on 
such a scheme of social service and social security. 
I have already suggested the implementation of this 
scheme on the floor of this House and will continue R 
to suggest it until such time as the Government feels 
that the country deserves it and that the country can * 
afford to finance it. 

Sir, this is all I want to say a t  this stage on the 
estimates for the coming year. I n  so f a r  as  the vari- 
ous Heads of Expenditure are concerned, promotion 

I 

and what not, ample opportunity would be provided 
when the House goes into Committee on the Estim- 
ates. Tn closing, I do want to express the hope that 
when the time comes again for  this House to  consider 
the Annual Budget of Expenditure, I hope some real 
attempt ~ ~ ~ o u l d  have been made to extend the national 
income and that our Industrid Development Board 
which is eight years overdue woulc! have been estab- 
lished and. would have made some substantial contri- 
bution to the industrial development of the country 
and for the simple reason that only by endeavouring 



xo m a B  the country more self-sufficient can we really 
maintain this healthy financial position which is our 
boast today, even although it may appear to some of 
us to be unsound because i t  is thought to be based on 
a ruinous structure, and that it cannot be expected 
to maintain i t  a t  the rate we are doing now, As it 
appears to me, what is of f a r  more importance even 
than the majority of things which I see under Capital 
Works, is the necessity to establish the Industrial 
Devdopment Board and it is sincerely to be hoped 
that immediately after the consideration and passing 
~f these estimates the appropriate legislation would 
be presented for  the creation of this Board. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Speaker, the speech by the 
first Premier of Barbados on the introduction of the 
first estimates under the new regime has been de- 
scribed as disappointing and I would like to add that 
i t  really was a lamentable display and was equalled 
for ramblings only by some of the subsequent speak 
ers. We know that the honourable Premier boasts 
that he does not prepare speeches, but a t  least he 
could have made a speech that was coherent and 
worthwhile listening to. As a matter of fact, i t  was 
just a speech of somebody trying to explain some- 
thing that happened and looking around for asides to 
make points on. As f a r  as I can remember, every 
time that consideration of estimates has been started 
the week after their presentation, that practice has 
been deplored and it is regrettable that such a bad 
precedent should be taken by the honourable Prenlier 
a s  an  example and especially so, when he has uul~tiii- 
ued to colnsider them in spite of the illany recjuests 
to the contrary. 

Sir, the presentation of the Annual Estimates in 
this House reached such a stage when the colony had 
its first Financial Secretary that we could not get 
through them a t  all 'by the end of March one year 
and me had to provide in some slipshod and myateri- 
ous way money to carry on the Government for the 
month of April, so that we could have time to con 
sider the Estimates. Now I hear much of conventions 
that we are supposed to follow, but if we are setting 
up  conventions where the Chancellor of thge Exchequer 
o r  his equal in  this House after he has delivered his 
Budget Speech should be follow~ed by a speech by the 
Leader of the Opposition, then we should recognise 
such a post and pay him as is done in Eiiglantl. We 
rnust be able to identify the person who is Leader of 
the Opposition before the carrying out of suc.11 a c 011- 

vention can be expected. I t  seeins to me as if the very 
foundations on which we are basing our ministerial 
system are very lacking and that is a very dangerous 
thing. We have heard on many occasions from the 
honourable Premier that there is a gmat liaison be- 
tween the Prime Minister of England and the Leader 
of the Opposition and i t  was his intention to follow 
that same principle but until we know who is the 
Leader of the Opposition or  until that position is 
recognised, nothing can be done properly. 

Mr. Speaker, as  f a r  as  this House being asked t c  
rush through the Estimates in order to get them t o  
the Other Place in time is concerned, i t  is besides the 
point. The people who are asking this Rouse to con- 
sider the Other Place are  the very people who are 
bringing the Estimates late to this House. If we are to 
recognise the Other Place, let us recognise i t  by 
bringing i n  the Estimates earlier so that they can get 
them earlier. Sir. we do not send the Annual Esti- 
mates u p  to the Other Place. The Annual Estimates 
are llaid in  the Other Place a t  the same time as 
they were laic] on the table of this House. T do 
not know of any procedure to prevent the Other 
Place from discussing them a t  the same time or  be. 
fore we do because what we send up  to them is the 
Appropriation Bill and not the Estimates; let us in 

this Chamber have the advantage of hearing what 
they have to say about the Estimates too. Sir, when 
we send up the Appropriation Bill, they can deal with 
i t  then. 

Sir, I would like to draw one matter to your at- 
tiention in consideration of these Estimates. I have 
been asking all along and especially recently that 
with the extension of the life of the Houae that annual 
sessions be decided on either by statue or by conven- 
tion. I am appealing to Your Honour to take on this 
appeal yourself. I would also like to draw to Your 
Honour's attention that  an  honourable member who 
wished when speaking on these Estimates to remind 
the Government Bench of something that was said on 
the previous occasion if even he had a n  official copy 
of what was said on the last Estimates, Your Hon- 
our would be obliged to say that could not be 
done because we cannot reach from the debates 
of the cuqrent session. I n  any case, on this oc- 
casion i t  would be a physical impossibility b e  
cause the debates on last year's Estimates have not 
yet been printed, but even if those debates were 
p1 inted, Your Honour could not allow that honour- 
able member or any other t o  refer to them because of 
the rules of this House, so there would be that handi- 
cap. No matter what the Government said on that 
bccasion, you cannot quote it because there has been 
no break in  the Session; I therefore make that  ap- 
peal so that there should be some break between the 
presentation of Estimates in this House if we are 
tc~ regularise it and carry on the English practice. 

Now, Sir, there is a slight alteration i n  the make- 
up of these Estimates and I would like to refer to that 
at  this early stage. I notice that in  making u p  some 
of the heads of the Estimates there is a change in  
some columns from "B ixed by M" to  "Authorised 
by Law". It is noticeable that w h a  appeared in  the 
Estimates of last year under the Head "Charges of 
Debt" does not appear under the same column this 
year. I am wondering what is going to happen when 
this Head is to1 be discussed in Committee. Will 
the Chairman of Committees prevent honourabl.? 
lneinbiers from discussing the items marked with an  
psterisk under the particular column? I am glad that 
the hononrable member is i n  his place because I am 
giving notice that I intend to put  it t o  the test. 

Sir, i t  is refreshing to hear the Government re- 
ferring to the Five-Year Plan and the fact that they 
had to make a change in it in  some way, because I am 
aware that Your Honour or the Chairman of Com- 
mittees has been appealed to by members of this 
House on several occasions i n  reference to certain 
niatters and there has been the ruling that  since the 
House has agreed to the Five-Year Plan, it should 
not criticise certain things i n  this plan when they 
are being implemented by legislation of the House. 
Sir, if Government can alter the Five-Year Plan, 
is the Plan binding on the Rouse and not on the 
Government? Can the Government do as i t  likes with 
the Five-Year Plan? HOT can i t  be said that this 
House must stick to it because we passed a resolution 
or an  address to say that  we agfeedl to it i n  principle? 
I pose those questions to Your Honour m that you 
will know how to deal with the matter in the future. 

Now, one of the things that  strike me about the 
Estimates for 1954-55 is that a t  long last we have the 
revenue derived from direct and indirect taxation 
almost equal. While it is good to know that  indirect 

- 

taxation is not now producing the bulk of the re- 
venue, the manner in  which i t  has been equalised is 
disappointing and in  my opi-aion wrong. There h a  
been no shifting of the indirect taxation to direct 
taxation but wha,t has happened is that indirect taxa- 
tion has been going u p  and u p  and direct taxation 
has been made so heavy that i t  equalises the heavy , 
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and heavier indirect taxation. I do not think that 
Government should continue to have it both ways. ' 
have been told that we cannot interfere with the taxa- 
tion from Customs. As that is out of our reach, it 
means that half of the money which we collect is con- 
trojled by international agreement and trade con- 
ventions. 

(A VOICE : Why ?) 
The honourable senior member for St. Philip 

enquires, why. I wonder why when we were dealing 
with tariffs, he did not enquire why of somebody 
whom he may have believed. 

Another point that strikes me about the revenue 
of the island is the surplus that has beea collecBed 
over the revised estimates. Efven the revised estimates 
justified the criticism that the Government had no 
right to increase taxation a t  the time after intrc- 
ducing the Five-Year Plan. Government should have 
given the people of the colony the opportunity or" 
enjoying the facility of duty on F.O.B. value of 
goods imported into the island and other things 
at  least until the end of the financial year. 
The surplus which Govern~nent collected for that 
period yeally justified that criticism. Government 
really could have left that money in the pockets of 
the taxpayers. 

I believe it must have been a slip of the tonguz 
on the part of the honourable P~emier  when he said 
that in budgeting the Government had to bear in mind 
the crop when thinking of the collection of income 
tax. As far as the crop is concerned with the 
collection of income tax, the crop is reaped, manu- 
factured and shipped and probably the money for it 
received before the Estimates are made up. As far as 
income tax is concerned, the reaping of the crop 
does not matter with the Budget as there can be no 
gambling about it then. You know what the crop 
is before you prepare your Estimates and it is prob- 
ably paid for by that time. I hope that that part of 
the honourable Premier's speech was only a slip or" 
the tongue; it obviously is so, because the honourable 
member could iiot in one breath say what he did about. 
income tax and also say that i t  was known that the 
retail business would not be as good i a  the future and 
from that angle they were not expecting as much as 
they got in the previous year. So far  as our revenue 
is concerned, even although we are passing our Bud- 
get on the Five-Year Plan, we have always, so far, 
got a crop above the average mentioned in that Plan, 
therefore, the revenue that Government is expecting 
should always be owr that which was estimated; it 
should not fall beneath. Even in the present crop 
they should get more than is the estimated average 
in the Five-Year Plan; therefore, there can be no 
hesitancy on the part of the Government in budget- 
k g  of iiot looking forward to a crop of 150,000 ton., 
or not collecting accordingly the average crop of 
150,000 tons. 

Mr. Speaker, I am coming to the point of spend- 
ing the revenue of this c o h y  in relation to the spend- 
ing capacity of the Government. I am saying that 
the Government is not .spending the revenue which 
it is collecting. Evidently, Government is not geared 
to spend the amount that i t  is collecting, themfore, 
I join with other honourable members in saying that 
it is wrong to be contemplating those loans which the 
Government has mentioned in the Five-Year Plan. 
The truth of that is no more clearly borne out than 
by the action of the Government itself. There was 
money to the extent of two million dollars borrowed 
from the Treasury and as far  as the Five-Year Plan 
is concerned, in 1953 that two million dollars should 
have been put back into the Treasury for Govern- 
ment to get ready to advance money against the pro- 
posed loan of six million dollars that was proposed to 
be raised for the carrying out of the Plan. As is known, 

1954 has come and Government has only raised $500,- 
000, not even half of the first two million dollars- 
which i t  set out to get. Sir, when Government raised 
the $500,000 it raised that amount at  a time when i t  
was expensive to raise a loan. I am therefore coun- 7 
selling Government to abandon that idea altogether 
especially now that i t  has in mind the) building of a 
Deep Water Harbour and is hoping to make it a 
reality. It is no use budgeting to justify taxes or 
anything of that sort. If Government really intends 
to get a big loan for the purpose of implemelnting 
the Deep Water Harbour scheme, I would strongly 
advise Government not to be borrowing money and a t  
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the same time lending out money as well. I consider 
that a stupid thing to do, especially when you are 
borrowing it at a high rate of interest and lending 
it. out at a low rate. I am saying that the loans that 
were proposed in the Five-Year iPlan are unneces- 
sary. 

The interest in the 1953 loan, which I claim 
the Government can do without, is put in the Estirn. 
ates as $90,000 and the sinking fund as $30,000 and 
yet all the money raised so far  is $500,000, or one < 
quarter of the amount of the loan. How is it that YOU 
will end up with twice the surplus that you budgeted 
for and yet you are still borrowing money? Let us 
bear in mind that that is not the actual figure be- 
cause it is only a revised estimate ; the actual figure 
cannot be known until after the 31st March. Is GOV- 
ernment really budgeting for a surplus of $800;000~ 
over its expenditure and yet have borrowed $500,000 
on which it will have to pay a rate of interest be- 
tween 4 and 5 per cent t That is absolutely ludicrous. 

Mr. Speaker I notice that i t  was recom- 
mended that a Government institution like the Gov- 
ernment Savings Bank should take up part of the 
loan and I understand that this Bank has taken up a 
good part of it. I am one who thinks that the monies. 
in the Government Savings Bank are trust funds and 
if there is any body which should not borrow them it "A 
ic the trustees. I t  may be all right for the sake of con-- 
venienee as has been said but in  principle it is wrong. 
If the Govzrnment has to guarantee the funds of 
the Savings Bank and then turns round and borrows* 
them,-bear in mind that Govennment is the trustee 
of the Government Savings Bank-it is wrong in 
principle and I am only throwing out the hint that- 
i t  is not a good thing for the Bank to do. 

Well, the Revenue Equalisation Fund has reached 
a sum of over $3,000,000. I t  started three years ago. 
and in that short space of time, it has reached t.he 
colossal sum of $3,000,000 and so far as the present 
budgeting is concerned, the Government is putting 

t 

back in $90,000 to raise a loan and has stated that 
i t  took part of 50% of the surplus and put it to the 
Equalisation Fund again. Well Sir, because of this 
style of book-keeping, I feel that Government needs 
some more expert advice than what it has. Undoubted- 

? 

ly, Government has as good financial experts as it 
can get but the experts financial ability might 9 

have lost some of its genius when it is exercised on 
behalf of the Government. Because of that, I think 
Government should be very chary about accepting U 
advice in such matters. Government advisers in  
financial matters map have advised it to ~aisel loans 
whether or not it requires them, so that the advisers 
money friends should get back some of their taxes 
in interest. That might be a method of getting around 
it. I think it will be well for Government to bear 

, that in mind and to also bear in  mind that it hat 
not cut down on customs duties. The little adjust- 
ments that were done amounted to nothing in com- 
parison to wbat have been added. One of the things 
that have been cut down on is animal feed but the- 
price for feeding animals in  every other department 4 

I has gone up, so from Government's own experience, 
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i t  should know that is purely superficial and specious, 
therefore it is not worth while saying. I hope GOY- 
ernment will see its way to bring in a Bill to cut 
that amount in the Revenue Equalisation F w d  in 
half or by 25 per cent or even by 10 per cent and 
if Government f eel6 it will satisfy their housekeepers' 
mentality, let us give them five or ten per cent of 
it. 

Before I leave the revenue, I would like to draw 
come attention to the annexed Estimates with respect 
to the Post Office. I understand from the honoura- 
ble Premier that the revenue of the Post Office has 
gone down. We all know that this is, a 6c.titic~us 
thing. It is absolutely fictitious. The Post Office is 
in the unfortunate position of collecting a consider- 
able amount for the Customs and1 getting nothing for 
it. The Parcel Post Branch of the Post Office col- 
lects money and hands i t  over to the Customs. Now, 
it is stated that the Post Office has made a loss on 
its working. I do not know what is the deficit but 
I believe if you charge the Customs something for 
the Post Office collecting money on the Customs' 
behalf, i t  will cever the deficit. I will also say that 
it is not sufficient for the honourable Premier to 
mention an item like that as a fact. I t  is some- 
thing that Government should take to heart. Govern- 
ment has also to bear in mind that it has raised the 
postal rates in certain directions and in doing so, 
might have prevented certain people from using the 
Post Office as they did formerly; therefore, causing) 
the revenue to go down. I do know that the Post Office 
used to thrive on sentiment. When stamps were issued 
to commemorate some occasion, they would catch 
a certain lot of people who like to buy them and put 
them down in the hope of getting a bigger price for 
them at a future date. I would like to find out how 
many occasions have been commemorated since the 
introduction of the Five-Year Plan. I do know 
that there h* been an issue of stamps to commem- 
orate Her Majesty's Coronation and I think that 
new issues have come out more often since the intro- 
duction of the Plan than formerly. What I think 
has happened is that the Post Office used to get 
their stamps fairly cheaply from a certain firm of 
printers, but as Government has charged more for 
postal rates, tbe firm of printers has charged the 
Post Office 800% and in some cases 1,000% 
increases on the prices formerly charged. I well, 
remember that in one instance the increase was so 
much that it would take a mathematioian to work it 
out. Sir, the Post Office is paying a great deal 
more for printing postage stamps and on top of 
that, the paper on which stamps are now printed :S 

inferior to what it was before. I do think that it 
will be well for the Government to say whether in 
pushing up its postal rates it has not lowered the 
revenue of the Post Office. Sir, let us really get 
an idea of the proper working of the Post Office. 
Sir, I think that there is everything in its favour 
for making money. 

Mr. Speaker, I am having very little to say on 
the expenditure side of the Estimates because we are 
going to deal with the various Heads of Expenditure 
separately and I shall have something to say on 
quite a number of them. However, it may be 
well if I mention something now on a certain 
Stem in order to get the necessary answer when the 
House goes into Committee. The Head of the Ad- 
ministration sometime ago got a motor car from the 
taxpayers and at the time it was said that travelling 
allowance would be cut out, but on looking into 
the Estimates, I see that it has not been cut out. 
That is something wh5ch needs explaining. This 
Rouse had assurances that it would not have been 
put in. 

I see under the Capital Expenddtui-e, provisiou 
is made for $200,000 for the purpose of erecting a 
new Fire Station. I do not know if that has been 
put in by mistake, because the honourable Junior 
member for St. Thomas asqurea me that it was not 
put in the Estimates. I think before it was put in 
the Select Committee should repor$ and the House 
ought to tell %he Government whether they agree with 
it or not. I do not see the sense of anything being 
sent to Select Committee if thing6 like this happen. 

Mr. Speaker, there has been a regular apped 
to the populace of this country that they should 
bear increased taxation on their rum, cigarettes and 
many other things because there was the sentimental 1 appeal that there were three in a bed at the 
General Hospital and because the Government wanted 

1 to cure a c~ndition of tbat y r t .  I understand this 
is a condition which exists all over the world except 
In Engand whme the law overrl~les it and I would 
not mind telling you, because that is the law of 
England, when hospitals are full, those who take 
ill and cannot be admitted are allowed to die at 
the gate. Do not let us get away with the idea that 
more than one person in a hospital bed exists only 
in Barbados. I t  exiqts in many countries. When 
17e tell people that they should pay more taxes so 
that Government can remedy such conditions at  the 
Hospital, it really does not speak so n7ell for us if we 
then decided to enlarge the hospital by a vote from 
C.D. & W. funds. All along it has been said that 
if somebody votes against Government taxation 
policy, that person wants people to die at the gate 
of the General Hospital. But one wonders if that 
is not said to bring in money for the diverse things 
on which Government wants to spend money. 

Mr. Speaker, the big thing about the improve- 
ments to be carried out at the General Hospital is 
that at one time this House approved, plans for the 
improvement of the Hospital and one would have 
expeuted that the Director of Public Works was con- 
sulted before those plans came to this place. Nobody 
expected that the plans would have to be taken 
back to the Director of Public Works for him to 
say that there were no proper foundations. It k 
good to speak well of the dead but perhaps, it is 
a good thing that the Government has a new 
Director of Public Works, otherwise, Government 
would not have been able to come back and say 
that it is now able to build on the same place where 
it was said that there were no foundations. I t  
%ems to me to have been the policy of the pre- 
vious head of the Public Works that wheresoever 
the Government bought land they could not build 
on it, and he would repair any old building 
rather than build a new one. Certainly that 
former head of Government has prevented Govern- 
ment from spending some of the money that it had 
put aside for improvements to the Hospital and I 
think that i t  is most regrettable that such a thing 
should have happened. Now, Government is going 
into the General Hospital proper to remodel and 
build new buildings. 

Sir, with this Capital Expenditure, we are giv- 
ing the Government a blank cheque because the &v- 
ernment has not submitted any of the plans to the 
public or even to this House of Assmbly. Govern- 
ment has submitted no plans at all to this House. 
Government came to the House and asked for money 
to build a Post Office and Libray in Christ Church 
and when the plans were put into the hands of the 
new Director of Public Works, he altered them in 
some way. The Director may be the, best Direcltor 
of Public Works, but we are the representatives of 
the people, and he should not be allowed to de- 
cide an taking money out af the T r e a s q  to 
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i spend unless we let him do it. For the short time 
that he has been here, he has remodelled an entire 
plan and we have had to accept the principle that a 
Government official can spend money out of the 
Treasury owing to this House of Assembly giving i 
up  its rights. By the way, I have heard that a Report 
on the recommendations for the General Hospital is 
in the hands of honourable members but if that is so, 
1 have not yet received my Copy. 1 know that i t  has 
been laid on the table of this House, but I do llot 
know whelther i t  is printed. A t  WY rate7 I do hope 
that some sort of plans would be exhibited on what 
$6 goillg to be done there and that It-e would have 
the opportunity of showing them, to people in the 

0: the Government and other honourable members 
of the House of Assembly realise it. Here it is, ac- 
cording to the break-down, the revenue collected last 
year by the secondary schmls is $141,000 and GOV- 
ercinent is giving them more than $510,000. 

I make boia to say that if wq claim to be leaders 
in the Caribbean in almost everything, that we take 
one million dollars from the Revenue Equalisation 
Fund and put it =ide so m to free secondary 
education for a t  least eight years. I think i t  would 
be something that the whole Caribbean would look 
up to us for doing and I think we can agard to do it. 
Here it is, we are collecting a ridiculously small sunl 
of money from these schau:s and certarn people are 

island who can read plans and who can help us in ! using this as  an  argument for increasing the sch?ol 
that respect. 1 fees. If this Government abolish fee-paying at second- 

Owing to the ~ ive -Year  Plan, Government can ) am for a t  least eight years, i t  would abolish a 
come to this House and get a block vote for capital great deal of anxiety from people as  well a s  a gre'at 
expenditure, and use it as i t  likes, but i t  is wrong in deal .elf patronwe by the Vestries. It would also pre- I my opinion. I t  is only through a n  intervention by 
the Other Place that the building of a new Fire 
station was not commenced. Although, we, the pea- 
plc's representatives made criticisms in like manner 
as those which were made in the Other Place, we 
were not considered important enough, but the mem- 
bers of the Other Place were considered important 
enough as to stop operations. We ha.ve reached a 
stage in this country when the two or three members 
ol! the Executive Committee from the Other Place 

get thillgs they want done and call get better 
ex~lanatiolls on any thing than members of this 
House. We are told every time that we must pass 
such and such a thing and must pass i t  quickly. As 
1 have said, because of the Five-Year Plan, no details 
of Capital Expenditure are put before this House. 
We are giving the Government a blank cheque. 

By way of expenditure again, I must say that 
l am very glad that the Government is having an 
investigation into the structure of the Civil Service 
and other Government Departments and I sincerely 
hope that it will not end in a disappointing way. I 

vent a lot of people who have to pay incosme tax and 
pay fees for two or three children from complaining. 
TO my mind, $141.1)00 is a m a l l  amount of money to- 
spend annually on a project of that sort. I think the 
Labour Government mould become extremely popular 
with all classes for a move of this kind. I was told 
by someone whom I believe knows much about second- 

, ary education that the reason why Government was- 
collecting school fees from pupils a t  secondary 
schools was for the purpose of building schools. I say, 
s ~ r ,  secondary education is not compulsory educa- 
tion, nor is compulsory education a form of educa- 

I tion. I t  is a form of compulsion but i t  is not a system 
of eduation. I again say that this Gavernment carr 

for a period of ten years from noty to take. 
one-third of the present amount of the Revenue 
Equalisation Fund and set i t  aside to provide f r ee  
secondary education. It would also be enough to  give 
an  extra $50,000 so as to aid private secondary 
schools in the island that are doing a n  excellent job 
in the absence of Government schools. This Govern- 
ment can do that immediately without asking the 

do hope that Government will get the maximum of i people to pay one bras3 farthing more in taxes. I 
effiaiency from all its departments as a result. I t  is know that many people would not believe that $150,- 
thought by many that these multiplicity of Govern- 
ment Departments and top heavy staff are not neces- 
sary and i t  is time that we get our Civil Service in 
proper shape without going on adding to i t  particu- 
larly now that we have stuck on ministerial system 

000 annually can provide free secondary education 
a t  Government secondary schools, but if this is not 
a fact, well then, Government has supplied fictitious 
figures. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker,- the Premier- 
as a superstructure. I n  my saying SO, I am not ask- i in presenting his first Ministerial Budget has truly 
illg Government to be cheeseparing and parsimoni- kaid that there has not been any great depadfire 
ous but it is time that Government see to i t  that i t  from the last Budget and he warned us that the 
does not overburden the colony with taxation to pro- Government was following as closely as possible for I vide a Civil Service out of keeping with the size of 
this colony and the work to be done. Government will 
also have to see that i t  does not import people to tell 
i t  things to make jobs for others to come. Let us in- 
sist that we want an honest and intelligent report 
from this gentleman who is now carrying oil the in- 
vcstigations irrespectire G? who it cnts against or 
who it favours. 

Mr. Speaker, I come to my last point. The GOT- 
ernment for the second time is supplying the House 
of Assembly in its Estimates of Revenue and Espen- 
diture with a breakdown of its grant for Grant-Aid- 
ed Secondary S'choolls. I t  is a bit surprising to me. and 
S do not know if there is any explanation, but I see 
there is a, drop in the revenue from these schools. 
T think last pear it was in the vincinity of $150,000 
but i t  iq now only $141,217. I am ,asking Government 
to  consider this proposition. I t  had budgeted in 
1953-4 fur an excess of revenue over expenditure of 

the next three years what is known as the Five y e a r  
Plan. We are now on the third year of 
the Plan. The Premier also said when we were 
dealing with the Estimates a year ago, that  no one 
knew for certain what the sugar crop w'ould have 
brought forth; in that I can say he was correct. We 
had estimated a crop of 120,000 to 140,000 tons of 
supar, but the crop ended a t  between 160,000 and 
165,000 tons of sugar-a great achievement due, 1 
am told, to the good quality juice which was obtained 
from the canes last year. The one departure which 
the Government is taking this year is in respect ef 
capital works with which we are mainly concerned; 
?in his Fiscal Survey Professor Beasley warned us 
that recurrent expenditure will continue to climb 
until 1959 when it will become very dangerous for 
us to budget on our one industry--sugar. Profesor  
Beasley warned us that we have not paid sufficient 
regard to the diversification of industries or even 

$834,000 and has ended up with double that amount. 1 looked out for something other than sugar to which 
As i t  seems to me, $150,000 would give free secondary we pav so much attention. I do not wish the publie- 
education, but it does not: seem to  me as if members L to feel that I am not in sympathy with the sugar 
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industry when I say that, because sugar is our only 
means of obtaining a livelihood today; but the in- 
come which we derive from tourism is becoming 
Weater every year and I regret to say that after 
listening very carefully to the honourable PrfXm*r, 
he  never mentioned the question of tourism in  his 
speech. No honourable member other than the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Philip, has M, far, 
mentioned tourism, but if We Continue to neg le~ l  
tourism, the day is not f a r  off when we will realise 
our Illistake. 

We are embarking on capital expenditure mostiy 
for the and of Our and 
al l  of this we are only too glad to have; there is not 
.a single member of this Chamber who would not 
willingly do more, if we could afford it. I am plead- 
ing for the diversion of some of the energy of the 
Government to other industrieq which would be pro- 
duet~ve. I n  the Five Year Plan the sum of $1 million 
has 'been earmarked fcr  a Develspment Board and 
this year for the first time we are putting aside the. 
sum $250,000 in this eonllection. A 
tary with the necessary industrial training will be 

to the Board and I throw Out the sugges 
tion to the Government that whenever this Board 
is  being nominated or appointed, i t  will be a grave 
lnistake do not put On the Board 
who knows something about the tourist industry. It 
might be that has that in miud, 
but I am throwing Out a warning. We have se!ll 
t ha t  Trinidad, Jamaica and even the small colonies 
throughout the Caribbean area are to get 
minor industries; they have given all sorts of attrac- 
t ive  as regards income tax, duty 011 

machinery and in  Trinidad they are thinking of 
erecting buildings and inviting people to use those 
buildings for carrying on industries. We are not as 
fortunate as Trinidad; we were too late, we have 
missed the bus. Our electricity a d  power of heating 
is so inadequate that the only thing with which we 
could attract industries would be the huge man- 
p w e r  we have, and also our wonderful water supply. 
If we put those two things to work, it 
be a wonderful thing for Barbados; we might yet be 

to do samething about that. When is said 
and done we have get 'Ome industries other than 
Ihe sugar industry here. A few years ago we had 
at the Agricultural Department an  Officer, Mr. 
Halcrowe, who interested himself in market garden- 
ing and he wan doing a job; but I regret to 
-say that what he has built up has apparently fallen 
into misuse. There are irrigation schemes for 
plots but we are now paying from l/- to  2/- a pound 

cabbages; we have imported from Hol- 
land and sold them more cheaply than we could proc 
duce them. We have the land, we leave these things 
undone and eventually i t  will be to our regret. 

The aovernment is to be complimented on em- 
harking on a scheme for a water 
That will cost a lot of something like $20 
million and the premier has said that as soon as 
the  H~~~~ replies to the Governorys Mesage in that 

they will investigate the possibilities of 
being able to borrow that large sum of money in 
~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ d - t h ~  only source from which we can ex- 
pect it. As the honourable member knows, the local 
llloney market h= dried u p ;  last year they tried to 
raise million and if they had been successful in  
doing so they vrould have raised another $l/z million. 
The Governnlcnt canllot tax as the:. rre tav- 
illg them and expect to find money for capital work> 
whm that money is needed. Our finances are very 
?lealthy and the Premier and his Government must 
be very gratified indeed that the legacy of past Con- 
s2rvative Governments haS been passed on to them, 

thus giving them an opportunity to go into the money 
]narker and say: "We have no debts; wq want 
$0 borrow some money for carrying out capital 
works and for expansion." For that, the Premier 
must be grateful to past Conservative Governmenk. 
The sehenle for husbanding our resour,ces especially 
when they are on such large capital 
expenditure is sound indeed. whether it is their 
own making or whether they have followed the 
advice of others; whichever i t  is, I commend them 
for having done so well. 

has heard about the imigatioll 
scheme; Professor Beasley says that we are on very 
precarious ground if we depend upon the vagarieb 
of the weather, and he suggests that irrigation 

be used when-bed years befall us. It is too 
early to say whether the experiment will be eco- 
nomic or not; we have to see the results of the irri- 
gation 

The Premier in his speech referred to the ex- 
peditious nlal,ner in which the Waterworks 
has gone throllgh so that the allocation in the 

Plan has almost been expended; he remarked 
that possibly i t  was the result of having so 
an expert as 31r. Garrod. When the Premier said 
that, I wondered if he implied that the two Bobem- 
In of and education which 
fall so short of their target did not have emeient 
experts a t  the head of them. I cannot blame the 
Director of Education if the schools are not built, 
because the building of schools comgs under the 
scope of the Public Works Department, but 1 say . 
that the schemes in connection with education and 

semiees are very far short of their target 
As he has done for the four years since I have 

been a member of this House, the Premier has again 
the merchants, and he says that he is 

watching prices most carefully and that price con- 
trols are not coming off in  a hurry. Well, I am yet 
to see any method of control which can keep prices 
down more effectively than healthy competition. I f  
the Premier had been out of the island, he might 
have been rneused of not knowing that, but he hau 
been here all the time. ~f you walk down Broad 
Street you will see business houses having sales and 
,the are as  much as 50% ; you therefore 
will realise that income tax returns will fall short. I 
repeat that healthy competition will keep prices 
down better than any control you can institute. I t  is 
a hardy annual to say that the bugbear is in Broad 
Street, that the merchant is the villain and he is 
the fellow whom you have to watch; but the mer- 
chant is doing a good job. Price cont,rols will even- 
'udl~ off whether the Premier 
likes i t  or not; I will remind him that the agreed 
price of rice ends this year and the Government will 
soon have to make up their minds as  to whether they 
will go on controlling the  rice of rice or subsidising 
it or put i t  into the open market. The sooner the Gov- 
ernment come to what is the normal commercial 
practice, the better it will be for everybody con- 
cerned. 

As regards the Housing Scheme the Premier 
made a remark which I would like him to clarify or 
explain a t  some later date. I have looked through 
the Estimates most carefully and I do not see any 
large increase i n  the matter of housing. The Premier 
mentioned that fa r  from 30 houses Per Year he 
intencled to build as many as 600 houses annually; 
that seems to me to be a very big extension quite 
suddenly. We hear of these schemes a t  election time, 
but We do not expect any election as yet. 1 would 
like to know for how many years these houses will 
be built and when they will be started. 
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I am glad to know that a t  long last the Govern. 

ment has condescended to come to Christ Church 
and erect a proper school which is so ssdly needed. 
The Foundation Boys' School will offer accommoda- 
tion for 390 boys and I do hope it will not be long 
before they will provide the Girls' School with ade- 
q u ~ ~ t e  accommodation such as that provided for the 
Boys7 School. 

I n  conclusion I want to draw the Premier's 
attention to the urgent need for diversification 
of industries other than the sugar industry. I shoulu 
like to say that with the carrying out of the Harbour 
Scheme, he will find himself with about 100 acres 
of l a d  and this colony might be a suitable site for 
the Federal Parliament of the West Indieb. The es- 
perts from England have valued this land which wi!] 
be reclaimed from the ~~~b~~~ scheme at 101- a 
foot; some four or five acres might be at  tha5 
price, but not more. However, we are still hoping 
that ]Barbados will be the Federal capital of the 
West Indies. , 

Mr. HAYNES: I suppose I should say a few 
words in connection with these Estimates. we are 
told that we do not produee any ideas 
or anything of that sod. I am not rvasting any time 
in going over current expenditure in respect of sal- 
aries because it is of no use crying over continuous 
increases; if you do not pay a man properly you 
cannot get proper service; therefore you have t o  
swallow that for what it is worth. 

As regards Capital Ex~ed i tu re ,  I was looking 
for, some grant in respect refrigerating plmh 
 he honourable premier has mentioned that c a b b ~ e  
i8 fdd at  54 cents a pound, and that state of affairs 
would be cured by having a proper refrigerating 
system; when cabbage and other articles are plenti- 
ful they could be Put in refrigeration and kept at  
a normal price. When huge catches of fish are 
brought in they are sold a t  an uneconomical price 
because there is no proper refrigeration; if the fish- 
ermen ~ ~ o t  m economic price for their fish 
they make nothing out of their catches. If we had 
properly run refrigerating plants in Bridgetown and 
at  Oistin's the present difficulties would disappear 
overnight; I say that these refrigerating plants must 
be properly run because if they are not properly 
run there will be an absolute waste of money- wi th  
a Proper refrigerating system eve~ybody ~ o u l d  Pay 
a normal price for his foodstuffs and the producers 
would be assured of a proper return for their labour. 

b o t h e r  thing which I do not see under Capital 
Expenditure is my old topic- and it is getting beard 
now-the East Coast Road; we want to have this road 
constructed. Not even a cent has been put down for 
a survey of this Road; years ago money used to be 
put in the Estimates for thk  survey, but nothing has 
been put down in  that connection this year. Has 
the Government forgotten that? Do they realise what 
ran important matter it is? I have had a private con- 
versation with two of &R Ministers and they seem 
now to realise that the construction of this road is not 
of any ~ e m n d  benefit to anybody ; it is to the benefit 
of the whole island. I am hoping that now each 
Minkter has the Power to do what he thinks is right? 
some action will be taken in matter. It is really 
tiresome to talk about this road year after year. 

When I made a few remarks in connection with 
the Five Year Plan, I said what would have hap- 
pened m d  it has happened. We are having increased 
taxation, we are borrowing money and I do not see 
hny material development for this money. I f  that 
state of affairs continues it will cause apathy; if you 
subscribe privately to  charity and you do not see 
some development from that charity you feel disap- 
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pointed. If that is so in the case of charity, what 
do you think of a big thing bke taxation? I hope 
$hat a feeble remark like that will soften the hearts 
of those who are in authority and cause them to open 
their hands and spend money on development. It is 
the feeling of the majority of the people in this island 
that if we are paying taxation we should see some- 
thing tangible for our money. 

Another point about Capital Expenditure is the 
proposed expenditure of $ 2 ~ ~ 0 0 0  for canalising the 
Constitution swamp ; the explanation has been so Poor 
that one does not quite understand it? and the money 
is so small that one wonders is to be done. We 
want to know what will be done with $20,000 in these 
days when there is such a large area of waste land to 
be dealt with. If a note had been put in the ~ s t i -  
mates in connection with this canalisation, I would 
not have to wonder about it, but this $20,000 seems 
to be a very small amount of nloney to be spellt for 
the development of such a large and probably IXXful 

stretch of land. 
There are other things to which I could refer 

but one refraim from doing so because time p a m s  
and perhaps what One says is taken as a joke and is 
forgotten- I n  that way You waste time and every- 
thing else. However, I sincerely hope that the few 
remarks I have made will have some result. 

Mr. ALLDER: I want to make a few points in 
connection with these Estimates. No one w'ho knows 
the conditions which obtain in this island at 
present could view these Estimates with any opti- 
dsm; the3. certainly do not offer any hope for the 
future of the colony and the only people who do not 
seem to appreciate that are those in the Government. 
I was rather disappointed in not hearing any mention 
made by the Premier about emigration; I am well 
aware of the difficulties which confront the colony as 
regards getting some of its surplus population out- 
side, but I am also aware of the relationship which 
this colony has with th British Government. I fee] 
that we cannot be silent in this matter becam when 
you remain silent on an issue like this, the position 
becomes worse. The British Government has rallied 
to other members of the Commonwealth. If you take 
Canada, for instance, while certain Barbadians are 
permitted by paying their passage to eater that 
country, yet people of coloqr cannot attempt to 
make any application to enter there although it is 

known fact that there are possibilities of employ- 
ment in that vast country. I f e d  that sufficient has 
kot been done to 'bring forcibly to the mind of the 
British Government the necessity for us to have our 
over-population question solved. I am sure as m m y  
others are sure, that with good intention, this 
island can h assisted along that line. 

I have noticed that only a token vote of $100,0100 
has been put down in this ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ t ~ ~  in re- 
spect of emigration; that is only to = e m i d  us that 
the Government still intends to  satis* our feeling 
that it is thinking of emigration, but that isl not 
,ient. ~f it becomes necessary to a noise eves 
+to the point of being considered to be a bad boy, 1 
feel that the Government should do sometung in 
this matter so as to attract attention from the 
proper quarters in Downing Street. It becomes more 
necessary to do something now that many of our 
emigrants? are returning from Curacao and Aruba 
and I can envisage the great dissatisfaction which 
will arise not long from now when all the emigrants 
have returned and will contribute to the further 
congestion of the colony. 

I n  reading the newspaper a meek or so ago I no- 
ticed the reproduction of statements made in Canada 
by the honourable Premier and those statement9 con- 

A veyed the idea that the Premier said that in a short 



MARCH 4, 1954 805 

whille every house in Barbados will have a pig or a 
aouple of pigs free. It was set out that the Premier 
said that every p e w t  will be given chickens free 
if he is willing to feed them. Well, Mr. Speaker, i t  is 
very surprising to see that only a provision of $6,000 
has been made for pig-breeding and the greater part 
of that all~ca~tion has already been spent thereby 
leaving a re-vote of $1,000. The only peasants wh11 
I know have been able to get pigs through Govern- 
ment channels are those who, some time last month, 
in a competitive way paid high prices for small pigs 
which were sold out at  auction. For peasants to pay 
from $12 to $14 for a pig three months old is definite 
robbery especially from a Government Department 
when the promise was made not to Barbadial~s but 
to strangers that Barbadians would be given free pigs 
and chickens. I t  is now about four years that in the dis- 
cussion of the Estimates, not only I myself but many 
other honourable members including the honourable 
Minister for Trade, Industry and Labour, have been 
pressing upon the Government the necessity for fol- 
lowing other coloniesl in the ViTest Indies in bringing 
about an intensive scheme for local food production. 
On the last occasion when I raised that question it 
was shortly after Trinidad had allocated $2y2 million 
for the purpose of making Trinidad non-dependent 
on imported food for the population, and with all ehe 
agitation which has taken place in this Chamber, the 
Government, in these Estimates, has only provided 
the sum of $389,000 in respect of food producti0.n. 
It has been said that that is the pro~.ision in the Five 
Year Plan, w!hich means that the food scarcities which 
are being experienced now will continue to be experi- 
enced for an indefinite period until the Government 
has been b r ~ u g h t  to its senses and does something 
which will relieve thle situation. 

It is a known fact that in the administration of 
a country one of the first essentials is: the security of 
the necessities d life on which the population must 
depend. Even although one can go without a house, 
he cannot afford to ,go without that morsel of food 
which keeps body and soul together. The Govern- 
ment has no excuse in this matter; it could not be 
any question of the shortage of funds because there 
5s a balance of over $8 million in the Treasury and 
there could not be any shortage of labour because we 
have rampant unemployment in this colony. Further, 
it could not be any ques~on  of a shortage of land 
because two months ago because of the attack of the 
mealy bug the Government has given permission for 
the percentage of land which was formerly allocated 
to the production of food, to be reduced for the pur- 
pose of growing more canes. The Government should 
only do that if it feels that the population 1 4 x 1 ~  the 
food it wants, otherwise it would be nonsensical to 
permit a reduction of the land which produces food 
for the population. 

There is another thing which the Government 
does not seem to realise and it is the question of main- 
taining the control of prices as applied to local food 
production. Controls are good but if &ey are carried 
too far t.hey bring about an evil reaction, and SO the 
present control of locally-pmduced food is causing 
the peasants and the large land-owners not to be in- 
terested in the planting of food. I feel that in  the 
same way that we can subsidise imported food and 
thereby subsi* labour in other countries at  our 
expense, we co'uld remove the controls off locally- 
produced food and the production when speeded up 
would take care of the prices and distribution. There 
is no use in having inspectors running around driving 
hawkers before the Courts for selling bananas at  a 
cent *pi,ece when it is felt that they should be sold 
at three for a penny; in that way you aq? terroris- 
ing those who have something to do with the distri- 

bution of food. A peasant proprietor has to wait for 
a year before a banana crops up, it takes six manes 
to ripen and a bunch only contains about 75 to 100 
bananas : then the Government comes along and slap : 
"Your bananas ,must be sold a t  three for a penny 
legardless of the size of them." A peasant in St. 
Joseph or St. Andrew sells bananas to a luawker who 
travels to Bridgetown so as to dispose of those bana- 
nas and unless that hawker takes a chance of getting 
a half cent more profit on a bana~na, she must lose her 
labour in getting those bananas to the consumer. Tbe 
m e  thing applies to potatoes, yams, eddoes, peas and 
such things; while we permit peas to be brought into 
this colony and be sold at  18 to 20 cents a pint, we 
limit the price at which a hawker can sell hers. That 
is taking advantage of the people in  this colony for 
the benefit of people in other colonies, whose standard 
of living is higher than ours. That is what the Gov- 
ernment does not real& a(nd seems not to be willing 
to consider; there are mrany bits of land in this 
island ,and the owners of this land are quite willing 
to get something out of i t ;  but due to 'ihe high cost 
of labour and the abmnce of the meam, of getting 
this land cultivated, these land-owners prefer to 
allow the land to lie fallow. 

If the Government were really interested in 
maintaining a reamnable balance with regard to the 
production of food in this colony, they would have 
extended the scope of t%e ,Peasants' L- Bank. I: 
know it  will be said that this has already been done, 
hut I want the Government to h o w  that it is very 
difficult for every man or woman who has a bit of 
land to get consideration a t  the Peasants' Loan Bank. 
Our population increases so rapidly. every year and 
the difficulty of acquiring supplies for its existence is 
becoming so acute, that it might be necessary for the 
Government to compel every householder to plant as 
many fruit trees as possible. I n  tihe m e  way you 
can tell a man to get those old tins from the back of 
his yard because they breed mosquitoes or i n  the 
same way you send out inspectors to see that people's 
yards are swept every morning, it would not be extra- 
ordinary if the Government says that every house- 
holder should plant fruit trees according to the  
amount of land there is around his house. Some bene- 
fit must amrue from such a scheme; even if a &owe- 
spot produces just the amount of f,mit which the 
occupiers of the h o w  will confiume, that would still 
be to the economic advantage of a poverty-stricken 
colony such lm this; but instead of that, I notice that 
in recent yeam the Government, through its lethargy, 
hasv permitted wealthy strangers to come here and 
take productive land and convert i t  into swimming 
pools, flower- gardens and things of that sort beoam 
it is very easy for the wealthy people to pay a shil- 
ling for an orange and therefore they do not have to  
worry about planting anything. However, the 
majority of people in  this island cannot compete with 
the wealthy classes in paying high prices for the 
necessities of life; therefore legisation must be 
brought in so as to solve these; problems. The St. 
James's coast is an  example of what I am saying. 
because people can pay for land they should not 
be permitted to take that land and put it out of: 
production. That is where legislation can solve this 
question. 

Another matter which I would like to deal with 
is the matter of subsidisation. Nobody. was more in- 
terested in the subsidisation of foodstuffs during the 
War and &ortly afterwards than I;  today the Gov- 
ernment still continues to subsidise to a large tune 
\certain items of foodstuffs which are imported into 
this colony. 

At this stage, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair. 
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Mr. ALLDER: I was saying, Mu. Deputy 
Speaker, that we still continue to subsidke items of 
fooa%tuffs w%ich are imported into this colony; I 
think the amaunt allocated for subsidisation is some- 
where in the vicinity of $1/2 million. If that amount 
bf money were spent in subsidising the peasanb, 
what a good supply of ground provisions would be 
sent to the markets of Bridgetown! Not only would 
competition cause prices to go down, but employment 
would be provided for many who desire it. 

I n  making provision to institute the Five Year 
Plan, the Government has not attempted anything 
along the lines of an employment scheme ; the Govern- 
ment seems to be devoid of the knowledge as to how to 
plan for the successful running of the colony. The 
Leader of the Government glories in the fact that the 
Treasury is in a healthy positisn because it has over $8 
million in surplus balances; but there nothing in  
that to glory about. I remember that that same thing 
caused a former CJhurchwarden of St. Michael to get 
a lot of abuse; he began to sing his praise of being 
able to save money. It is a negative policy if a Par+ 
chial authority or government talks about saving 
nioney when t'here are thousands of unemployed Pea- 
~ l e  begging their bread and, in some instances, steal- 
ing because they cannot get necessities. With that: 
$8 million in the Treasury, why can't the govern men^, 
Aart one of those projects in connection with w!hich 
there has been so much agitation? What excuse has 
the Government got that i t  Cannot see its way to start 
the Deep Water Harbour? If it became of the 
large sum of money which would be entailed in such 
a project, YOU Cannot excuse yourself for the failure 

.- - - -- 

that there are other iniportant thiillgs which shou!d 
be given priority over the granting of free secoad~ry 
(education. 

L do not aigree with the Government in making 
provision for the setting up of a Health Centre .at 
"Enmore" at all. About a quarter oi a mile f l o f i ~  
"Enmore" you have the Sit. Alichael's Infimnmry 
which gives free medical services to the people whose 
position forces them the<re. Then you have the Ahter- 
nity Hmpital a t  Bank Hall plus the one for which 
provision hm been made in the Report of the 13ospital 
Planning Committee. You have the Casualty Depart- 
ment catering to the needs of the public although not 
fully, and to place a Health Centre just a couple of 
yards away from the Hospital proper is an overlap- 
ping of services wj,icIh, should not be encouraged. 
Besides what 1 have the parochial authori- 
ty St. Miehael has a Health Centre just down there 
in Cumberland Street, and that, gives free services 
to people ,and there are numeraw medical practition- ,, located in the metropolitan parish. fro put 
Health Centre at  "Enmore" is to think in terms of 
captivating the minds of th~e potential voters who live 
,in the metropolitan pari~sh; that could 0111~ be con- , sldered as being done for pclitical reasons. You have 
ten parishes far from the Hospital and you have three 
medical centres existing in st. ~ i ~ h ~ ~ l  and in the 
city. I am told the people in s t .  ~~d~~~ call 
get the servicw of the ~ ~ ~ l t h  centre in speights- 
town; but what about the people who live in s t .  John, 
st. Philip, a r k t  Church and St. George? Must they 
join hand in hand and come to ~ * d ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~  in droves 
and cause furtheT congestion in St. Michael? Would 

to start the East Coast Road. It is not a b e a l t h ~  it not be better to place that Health Centre in a dis- 
sign to be boastful of having $5 in t i l ~  bank, but Yen trict to seme the people who camot get to Bridge- 
can baast if you have invested that $5 and i t  will 
bring you $6 in return. If only to relieve the Present 
unemployment situation the Deep Water Etarbour 
could have been started, if the Government really 
illtends to start that project, until they have s ~ -  
ceeded in getting a 'b'ig loan through the Crown 
f!!gents as they envisage they will get when the fair 
Game of Barbados is restored since i t  has been 
muddied. 

I share the views expressed by the honourable 
senior member for St. Philip as regards the disen- 
dowment of the Anglican Church. I think we ffipend 

$lOO,oW per annum On the *%liean Church; 
there are many denominations whic'h, have set up 
numerous branches about the island and which. draw 
the greater portion of our population, and to disen- 
dow the Anglican Church would definitely release 
a tansible sum of money which be spent in more 
beneficial channels. As regards catering to the spir- 
itual needs of the people, %he C%urch of England 
cannot boast of their doing the greater part of that 
service. Inasmuch as every individual should be free 
to follow whatever religion he likes, in the same way 
should he 'tie free to contribute to the n~aintenance 
of whichever religious organisation he prefers to 
follow; i t  is of no use me to cOntr?bute 
to the maintenance of a Church in which I have no 
interest. Not 'only would the disendowmeiit of the 
Angliclan church release orer $1'00 thousand Per 
annum to be beneficial to the cololl~, but it would 
free people from being compelled to do something 

town so easily? the aovernment know that it 
costs people $8.00 to come from St. John to the G&- 
eral Hwpibal? I repeat that i t  would be better to 
c,,y these Health Centres to country districts in- 
stead of duplicating them in the metropolitan area. 
~t is not a question of saying how mhny of these 
~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ h  centres ym have; it is a question of how 
beneficial they are to, the people. 

Another point is this; the income taxpayers in 
the lower brackets in this island should appreciate the 
e x w n c e  of Mr. George Hunte and the relationship 
which he has with the leading newspaper in the 
island; the other courageous members of the Income 
Taxpayers' Association should band themselves to- 
gether and create a n  influential body. I am grateful 
for tlhe tagitation which they carried on during tbe 
past number of months because the results will permit 
me educate to greater 
than I was to do last year and the year before 
It Only shows you how-1 do not want to say-pig 
headed the Government is, but how stubborr~ the 
Government is, on many occasions in the 
when we discussed the Estimates, I, too, suggested 
to the Government the necessity for considering a re- 
duction for those in the lower income brackets; I 
also suggested that there was the neceWity for grant, 
ing allowances in respect of illegitimate chil&ea 1 

the honourable senior member for st. 
Joseph that the Court held a man responsible for the 
maintenan02 of children who have been born out of 
wedlock and the Government should act similarly 

ilihich they dislike. I with regard to income tax, but it took the continuous 
I must differ from you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, as I writings of Mr. George Hunte and the agitation of the 

begards the point you made about free secondary 
education. I feel that while that is something good, 
it all depends upon the means of thie community to 
pay for such education; and it is my conviction that 
the island cannot afford that. 1 am not willing to 
suggest anything like that when 1 know it is defi- 
nitely impossible to carry it out, and when I know 

Income Taxpayers' Association to add to the allow- 
ances $30 in respect of a child and $100 in respect of 
a married man. I appreciate that, bnt why should 
this Government think that suggestions should only 
be considered when they come from certain quarters? 
History can prove that the Government has refused 
all along to give consideration to the suggestions 
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which have been made as to inereasing the allowances, I i must emphasize my disappointment and that 
but as  soon as the Income Taxpayers' Association and 
Mr. George Hunte with his continuous writings came 
along, the Government gives an  increase of $100 in 
one way and $30 in another way. That is the only 
conclusion to which one can come; honourable mem- 
bers know that Mr. George Hunte is placed on such 
a pinnacle in respect of the dissemination of news 
and the wielding of influence on the minds of the 
public as to be in  the position of making a weakling 
a hero and a hero a weakling. 

As to the question of housing, it has always 
been a condition that in a coun tq  the poor areas, 
which are alwajps agricultural areas, suffer more 
acutely, from bad !housing than the wealthy areas 
which are in  the town. You have small areas called 
slums, hut in all agricultural districts there is a cer- 
Caiaty that 75% of the people i n  such districts suffer 
badly from the shortage of housing. I n  Barbados, I 
have no prejudice against St. Michael because I l i ie  
i n  this parish; but I know that tihere are areas where 
people are more depressed and more unable to pro- 
vide themselves with housing and other things than 
many of the people i n  St. Michael. If it is the inten- 
tion of the Government to have a proper system of 
housing, they should pay rattention to other areas and 
not think merely in  terms of St. Michael; other areas 
should be loolced after as well as the metropolitan 
parish. What is more, the Government ma1ic.s many 
promises; i t  takes long before it makes these promises 
and i t  takes longer before i t  attempts to implement 
these promises. I t  is now over a year since the sum 
of $100,000 was allocated to assist Civil Servants with 
housing loans; since the announcement in that con- 
nection was made, i t  would be surprising to know how 
many Government servants have been asking honour- 
able members to tell them about this scheme and when 
i t  will be implemented, and whom they should see. 
1 refer to people in the lower brackets who are in 
need of somewhere for them to live. All the money 
is lying down there, all the workmen are knock- 

I of the public a t  not seeing any substantial provision 
having been made i n  respect of local food production. 
I cannot repeat that too often because, i t  1s a definite 
necessity and no Government could turn  its face 
from such a necessity unlew i t  does not know h m  i t  
should administer the colony; it is a s  necessary to 
wake sure that your population gets a continuous 
supply of food as i t  is necessary to make sure that  
i t  maintains good health and gets education and $0 

on. I am hoping-but what is the iise of hoping9 
Because the Government has given cne Zrnpre~lon 
that i t  cannot GO anythlng good unless as ta t ion  is 
aarried on for a considerable tlme and then it will 
come in a piecemeal way and say; L'WeT1, this is a 
small provision which I hope will convince you that 
1 have not forgotten you." The honourable Leade: 
of this Chamber gave the impression in  Canad1 
that the peasants would be given free pigs and 
chicken8 and they would only have to feed them. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Oa a point of order. I have 
not said what the hon. member has read into that  
article; if he reads the article again he will see that 
that  is the writer's comment. 

Xi. ALJ;DER: The whole of Barbados was talk- 
ing about i t ;  on the next day after the article ap- 
peared people said; "I will start and build my pig 
pen." (Laughter). That is what I took i t  to  mean 
and I was very elated; I said that after all, the Pre- 
mier has condescended to  give consideration to  sug- 
gestions which have been made over androver again 
in and out of this House. lRhe hon. member cannot 
excuse himself because he has the power and the 
means to give. (Hon. G. H. ADAMS: 210,000 f r m  
pigs? ) That is what you said; you were either irre- 
sponsible at the time or  dishonest in  trying to give 
a wrong impression. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: On a point of order. I 
k n m  that the hon. member oannot help saying cer- 
tain things; his mastery of the King's English is not 
sl~fficient for  him to see that the word "dishonest" 

ing about the island with nothing to do and the Gov ' 
ernment, bi th d l  its brains and ability, still cannot 
put  that machinery into action after nearly two years 
now. 

I am very grateful to see that the parish of S t  
Jchn has been remembered in  a very small way. As 
I said earlier this session, if the Government does 
not set about to put  up  a proper building for a Post 
Office in St. John so as to protect the property of the 
public, they may have to compensate some people for 
their money and other things vrhich pass through the 
Post Office. I do not believe in having a District 
Postmaster or Postmistt.ess renting or o\vning a 
wooden house and keeping in  i t  valuable documents 
and monies which might have been sent to people 
in  the parish by their relatives. I am glad to see that 
provision is made for the erection of a Post Office in 
St. John, but I should like tot remind the Government 
that some time ago an  Address was passed in this 
House asking for the setting up of a Library and Post 
Office and Savings Department i n  that parish. I 
handled that Address which hon. members agreed 
to, but nothing has been done along those lines; I 
am hoping, however, that the provision made for the 
erection of the Post Office includes the setting up of 
a Library and Savings Department. IT is of no use 
erecting one thing now and then you have to come 
back some other time and erect something else; what 
kas been done at  Oistins should be done in St. John. 
There will be a saving in ~onstruction if you erect 
ran overall building and set u p  departments to meet 
the needs of the parish; I hope that that is the pro- 
gramme intended. 

should not be used. If the hon. member would drop 
the intellectual books he is reading and read the or- 
dinary books 011 English &-ammar, he would see 
that there has been an insertion by the particular 
w)riter and i t  does not purport t o  be a quotation 
from me. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not know 
whether quotations from newspapers are permissible 
in this House and I ask the hon. senior member for 
St. John not to continue with them. 

Mr. ALLDER: I should like to say that I am 
a4 unable to handle the King's English as the hon. 
member is to administer a small colony like this. 
There is a possibility of my overcoming my intel- 
lectual difficulty because I am always willing and 
trying to learn, but the hon. member, because of 
some mental difficulty, ceases to gather ideas a s  to 
the successful running of a colony. The hon. mem- 
ber is responsible for  encoaraging and assisting the 
semi-tilliterate like himself to be able to express them- 
selves, but he tries to be embarrassing and, shall I 
say, dirty? He should be a shepherd capable of lead- 
ing his sheep, those with strong feet as  well as  those 
with weak ones, and he should realise that the reason 
why he is in his position is because my parents out 
cf their slender earnings had to pay money to edu- 
cate him. If the hon. member had the educcational 
opportunity I had, he would have been in the streets 
probably with less opportunity t,ha.n I have. While I 
do not claim to have the intellectual brilliance of 
the hon. member, yet I still have my commonsense 
to be able t o  read between the lines, and I strive hard 
to understand what I read. I say that the hon. mem- 



her was dishonest when he said those things-l mean 
he was dishonest politically. (Hon. G. H. ADAlVlS : 
What is the use of answering him?) Was the hon. 
member dishonest when, he said he would nationalise 
th EJmkric Company? That has not happened and 
the hon. membm had the wherewithal to nationalise 
it! Let the hoa  member be careful in future; the 
same thing he disdains is the same thing he has the 
power to remove. Why should our shepherd who has 

spoke very strongly in favour of that point. Instead, . 
this Government is paying 15 cents annually for every 
mile tree that is grown on estate l a d  and those peo- 
ple are saying that it is more economical for t h w  
to pay eight or ten cents for a breadfruit than to 
plant a breadfruit tree on their estate. Sir, the hon- 
ourabla Premier allows large plantation owners to  
do as they like with their lands. All this Government 
is doing is to pay a few inspectors to  hunt down a 

promised to take ua, out of the mire and out of our 1 fe'w hawkers that are trying to make a cent off a few 
suffering to the promised land, remind us of our 
suffering? He is ungrateful. 

Whep the honourable member gets up and t a h  
of my incompetence intellectually, I wonder if he 
thi& that he has done me something. As a matter 
of fact, his attacks on me only give me more courage. 

Mr. DSPUTY SPEAKER: Will the honourable 
member get on with the Estimates? 

Mr. A.bIiDER: I appreciate that I am a little 
off the mark but you will forgive me. I am saying 
that members should be allowed to quote 
from newspapers in this honourable Chamber. 
I presume when Sir Winston Churchill goes about 
$0 make a statement that the whole world be- 
comes interested because i t  is taken that this state- 
meat m q  mean a whole lot towards the successful 
living of the people in all parts; therefore, when we 
read the newspapers and see a statement made by 
the Leader of this Government, it should be some- 
thing which could influence a person or his politics; 
so when the honourable Premier makes a statement 
such as that, without even attempting to provide , 

bananas. 1 k l i e v ~  Government harass these few 
hawkers only for the purpose of raising a little 
re,venue. The honourable Premier would not bring 
in a bold policy to help the c r rmtq  tcr go forward 
simply because it would harm his friends. If it were 
not for that, the honourable member w d d  do what 
other progressive countries have been doing long ago. 
The honourable Premier surrounds himself with, sup- 
porters who in turn have to depend on big business 
to givq them advice and ideas and so long as Gov- 
ernment has to depend on big business for its run- 
ning, there never will be any progressive recom- 
mendation made for the better government of this 
aolony. Sir, why should I, if I am in a position to 
give you advice, advirse you to subsidise the growing 
of more food crops when I profit by the thousands of 
bags of potatoes I import? Why should I advise you 
to get a milk pasteurisation plant and to rear cattle 
when I profit by the thousands of tins of condensed 
milk I import? I can make quicker money by im- 
portation than by your subsidisation. 

I would also like to draw the attention of Gov- 
something however so small in the Estimates, he is 
trying to create an impression without the intention 
of doing the thing suggested. Sir, it is a waste of 
time in my suggesting to the Government the neces- 
sity of its seeing that the least which the people of 
this colony should suffer from is absence of food to 
eat. I have seen that in the United States of Ameri- 
ca which resources are unlimited that the world de- 
pen& on it for much of its food in so much that its ' 
f8rmet-s are more wealthy than anywhere else in the 
world; yet despite all that, the Government of that 
country still has decided to subsidise those farmers 
either by buying their surplus stuff, by helping them 
obtain mechanical implements on easy payment 
terms, or even in some circumstances to the extent 
of supplying some of their mechanical implements 

ernment to something which I think is very retro- 
gressive. Our Volunteer Force is now costing us over 
$73,000 a year. I n  peacetime like this and with the 
law-abiding people as we are, why should we spend 
$73,000 on a Volunteer Force? That department is 
pot a productive department. I see that the amount 
has risen from $61,000 in 1950-51 to over $73,000 in 
the coming year's estimates. Sir, you do not allow 
departments like that to increase their expenditure 
every year. I find that many of those non-productive 
departments are taking up much olf our expenditure 
and are causing social services which are very neces- 
sary to suffer. Sir, if the British Government wants 
us to train our youngsters for the event of war, let 
i t  send US down some of its surplus material and 
some of its financial allocation; we will then be con- 

free of cost. I n  this small country which has a large i tent to supply our manpower free. As I see it, in the 
unemployed list and an increasing population year- , next couple years, the Volunteer Force will cost 
ly, this Government only gets up on platforms and 
t a l h  about the things it can do and intends to do, but 

us over $100,000 and if nothing is done will continue 
to increase its expenditure. LN it also b a o r n e  in 

gets no further than that. Near to this colony is the mind that all the time that the expenditure goes up 
sister colony of Trinidad whose wealth is several l on our non-productive departments, our unemploy- 
hundred times greater than this colony's. Trinidad ment is also going up as w'ell because the ranks of 
can &ord to pay high prices for imported food, 1 the population are becoming more congested. You can 
yet that colony has allocated $2,500,000' to the pro- understand what will be the position in this colony 
duction of locally grown food but this Governmemt 1 if the Government does not plan ahead. The strong 
has done nothing of the kind. The honourable Pre- U.8.A. did not wait until yesterday to start planning; 
mier knows that he should do something about it but ' the @v8rnment of that country started planning 
he refuses to do anything. Sir, this Government is I many y e w  before any of u,q was born and because 
not serving the people; it is serving big business. I of its foresight, it has been able to dominate the 
It is helping big businesses to make large profits on 
the importation of valueless food. NO policy which 
would do any harm to the importers here will be in- 
troduwd by this Government. 

Another thing, Mr. Deputy Speaker. I told the 
honourable Premier when we were voting money for 
re-afforestatiton scheme that he should see to it that 
fnstead of all casilarina trees being planted that a 
few breadfruit trees or some productive tree be also 
planted but that has not been done. I remember very 
well that the honourable junior member for St. 

world with money and goods. Sir, the poorer a coun- 
try, the more readily should you plan for the future 
but the honourable Premier who is the head of this 
colony, is just drifting and drifting along with the 
tide so that when the time comes for him to &ep out 
of Government, somebody will have trouble to bring 
it knmk to its feet. 

Sir, I have nothinn against the present Head of 
the Administration: as a matter of $act. it seems to 
me that of all Reads of the Administration, the pres- 
ent holder is more sociiable than any oth&. I have 

George was one of those honourable members who ' noticed that contnary to past happenings, mloured 



dstinguished visitors to the island have been perlu-L- 
tt-d to live a t  'Government House during their s h o r ~  
stay in the colony. However, as l have said during 
lily speecil on mllvsterlal status, l ao not think that 
we saould allow the sociability of the present Head 
of the Administration to make us over generous with 
the amount tnat we allocate to that department to 
run it. I have noticed that the expenditure on the 
Head "Governor" is also soaring high. It is now 
costing us  $41,639 a year. I t  was considerably less 
when this Government was run  by people who lookdd 
like the Head of the Administration and that is the 
unfortunate thing. When this House discussed min- 
isterial system, l wr i l ed  the Government that in its 
consideration of these draft estimates for 1954-55 if 
the ministers must get entertainment allowance that 
the Head of the Administration. for whom $4,8001 was 
put down for the same purpose would have to accept 
a reduced amount because under the new system of 
government, visitors which the Ilead of the Adrmnis- 
tration formerly would have to entertain would now 
be entertained by the respective Ministers. Sir, I do 
1,ot think that you should carry the overall cost of 
ei~tertainmmt by the government as high as it is. I 
suggested then that either the entertainment allow- 
ance to the Head of the Administration should be 
reduced by 50 per cent. or that the entertlninment 
allowance to the miriisters be not what i t  is. I notice 
that no change has been made in  either. lUhe Minis- 
ters would continue to collect their $3,000 Hospital- 
ity Vote and the Head of the Administration would 
continue to get his $4,800 Entertainment Allowance. 
Again, Sir, I did not expect that the Head of the 
Administnation would rontinue to draw Travelling 
Allowance now that he has been given a state car. 
I consider all those things are wrong. As I have over- 
heard, if we want to realise our true position, let us 
get a failu're in the sugar arop next year. We will 
then realise whether our position is good or not. I 
feel that it will be worse if we continue to  make suclh 
handsome allowances to Departments of Government, 
particularly those which are not very important as 
f a r  as increasing the wealth of the commnnity. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I propose, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, to deal with this matter from a point 
of view which I consider anyone should lwk  
at  it. First of all, I am sorry that the memorandum 
on the estimates is so brief, my view on this matter 
being that the memorandum on the estimates 
should be regarded by the Government as its 
statement of policy and because of that i t  1s 

my opinion that it should be so full with the 
important details that i t  would not leave much fox 
honourable members to question. I n  my opinion, if 
the memoran&m were full in  detail, i t  would to  a 
large extent eliminate much of this debate on the sec- 
ond reading. It is five pages on this occasion and 
the greater part of i t  is taken up with the break- 
down of certain figures and I do not consider t h a ~  
good enough to present to the Legislature especidly 
now that we have this type of government. 

I that  in the future some attempt will be made y 
the Government to produce a memorandum that will 
be regarded just as that  in  Great Britain which the 
Chancellor of tbe Exchequer presents t o  the Home 
of Commons and from which the public is given &a 
opportunity of hearing some broad statement 01 
policy. I hope that future memoranda would not 
be as brief as this whiuh apparently looks as if it 
were prepared hastily. 

Looking a t  this memorandum I am a bit wor; 
ried to see so many revotes, some of which very 
little of the amounts were spent. 1 hope the respon- 
sible ministers for the respective departments would 

see to  i t  that the large number of revotes which 
@ere evident i n  this year'q Estimates does not 
recur when this House has to deal wlth next yeartar 
Estimates. 

I would like to draw the attention of the Housa 
to what I regard a s  a very serious concern for all 
of us and not for the Government alone and that  M . 
the question of unemployment. I regret to see that 
there ie no positive approach i n  the Budget t o  deal 
with this serious question of unemployment and 
which is gradually becoming worse through a reduc- 
tion of employment in  a particular phase of em. 
ployment in the island and also by the return to 
the colony of many of our workers from Curacaa 
and Aruba. It is common knowledge that i n  Vene- 
zuela they are making all efforts to r d n e  oil 
that to a large extent has influenced the return ot 
Barbadian workers in  Curacao. We should no$ look 
a t  unemployment something whieh is inevitable 
and something which we should accept with folded 
arms and with a measure of complacency. We must 
take a positive approach to the matter otherwise i t  
would become a very serious problem to the coln- 
munity. 

The first paragraph of the memorandum on the 
estimates is statedl aa followq:- 

"The draft estimates for 19&55 follow 
broadly the outline of the Five-Year Plan or 
Development and Taxation. Certain adjust- 
ments have, however, been necessary, and the 
amounts to be charged as advances pending t)e 
raising of loanq are, so far,  not great. This is 
expedient because the Government is consider- 
ing plans for financing the construction of the 
deep water harbour on lines recommended by 
a committee which recently reported." 
I regret Government has made this brief state- 

ment on this matter. I t  merited more thought and 
i t  is something on which Government should have 
given a full sltatement of what i t  proposes to do. I 
understand that there is a report on the deep water 
harbour before the Legislature as  a result of study 
which a Select Committee gave to  the project but 
the Government did not say, nor is there any indi 
cation in these Btimates as to when this project 
would be started. I feel that Government should 
have said what i t  proposes to do in this respect. 
The Select Committee or the House as  a body need 
not agree with what the Government proposes to do 
but a statement of policy by the Government on the 
matter is something which I consider is npcessary. 
I am not aware from this statement i n  the memoran- 
dum that the construction of the Deep Water H a r  
bour is going to  be undertaken this year and how- 
ever you look at this budget, you cannot look at 
i t  and say that the Government is preparing to finance 
the scheme for the construction of a Deep Water 
Harbour in this financial year becauw it k not 
stated. A t  this stage, I would not comment on the 
report on the matter by the Select Committee becailse 
I happened to be Chairman of the Committee. I am 
going to leave that to the members of this Assembly 
to deal with. 

There is another statement in this memorandum 
on the Estimates which t o  my mind needs clarifica- 
tion It is contained in paragraph 4 which reads 
as follows :- 

"An important factor which the Govern- 
ment has now to take into consideration is that 
the price paid by the British Government for 
sugar exported from the Island has ceased to 
rise: for the first time for many years it has 
fallen. ' ' 
It then goes on to say :- 



"It is po@ble thqt, in the future, there 
may have to be some restriction of production, 
and the crop is, in any event, dependent on the 
weather. ' ' 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, if the Government says 

tpat there is to be some restriction in the pr,oduc- 
ion of sugar, it m e w  that the earning capacity of Ih6' vor@rs is going to be contrbted, therefore, 

is k o k  to be a lowering of the qtandard of 
becqu<@ you cabnot improve the prosperity 

o the ~ ~ r n t ' r y  if the purchasing power of the peo- lqrror 
Le is reduced. By that statement, you must look 

Forwart3 to a drop in the prosperity of the people 
of this ~ountry.  With the growing reduction in 
e ~royment opportunities from outside sources, with 
t g s  &atewent which means a restriction of employ- 
merit in the sugar industry, the purchasing power 
of the community, eventually, would be substan- 
tially mduced, therefore a lowering of the standard 
of living is inevitable. I feel that a statement like 
that in paragraph 4 should be greatly amplified. 
Moreover, positive steps should be taken to amelior- 
ate what mu& be regarded as a very dangerous sit.lt- 
ation to which this colony is looking forward. I 
would say, under the circumstances, that me should 
look at this question scientifically. If you take these 
&tatements together, you ean clearly see that we are 
not in for a good time. I do feel that in this year's, 
estimates, it would have been a clearer picture if 
you had budgeted for a deficit. My reason for say- 
ing so is because if those are the conditions which 
we are about to face, our situation which is also 
the Government's, is becoming more perilous. Sir, 
if you are prognosticating certain employment re- 

that time some of our people were working oversem, 
and the molasses industry was not in the same pqsk 
tion as it is to-day when we have to bulk ship lt. 
There are really more peoplq unemployed to-day 
than at that time and we know that and it is true 
to say that we cannot fold our m s  and1 do nothing 
about it because an unemployed man or woman 
even in a normal manner is a very dangerous person. 
We are acquainted with the maxim that the devil 
h d s  work for idle hands to do. I do think th6t 
we have enough' people in the island with the neaw 
sary talent and the interest of the country a t  heart 
to make this unemployment survey and to look into 
our growing unemployment problem. I am sure 
eyery member of this House of Assembly meet peo- 
ple every day of the week and every month of the 
year, who come to  them not begging for money but 
asking whether any help could be given them with 
a job. Just before I came into this Chamber to-% 
s woman eame to me and asked me if I could heSp 
her with a job. She was not begging for money; 
all that she was doing, as the man;v others are doing 
was asking for work to do in order to help herself. 

Sir, w m h a t  facing me, I cannot blind myqell 
to the fact that we have to make a positive approach 
to this question of unemployment. We must deal 
with it in some manner or the other. I feel that the 
matter is of so much importance to this community 
a t  this time that no effoqt should be lost in setting 
up a Committee to go into the question. I n  the 
budget, provision been made for employment, 
but for employment of a, non-productive character 

. 
1 

strictions, I contend that it is a very serious thing 
in such circumstances to budget for a surplus. 
Therefore, I maintain that a broad statement of 
policy should be made on the budgelt; your memo- 
randum &odd( have been amplified on all those 
things ; i t  should not be dealing with the revenue and 
expenditure just head by hcad. 

I am prepared to suggest ;hat i n  a community 
like Barbados which is mainly agricultural; where 
there is seasonal employment and in some cases no 
employment at all, any Government must take a 
positive approach to deal with such circumstances. 
Barbados is like unto the agricultural communities in 
in Latin and South America where agriculture is 
the mainstay of the number of the people, but in our 
case, it is worse than theirs because our land for 
agriculture is reducing gradually. Professor Arthu~: 
bewis h a  written that the numker of unemployed 
has increased, therefore in order to circumvent that, i t  
means that you have to get an immense increase in 
production from the land. Under the head of expendi- 
ture, Labour Department, there is arovision for 
$5,000 for an unemployment survey to be undertaken 
by the University College of the West Indies. Far 
from it that I should say that that expenditure is, 
of no uqp became I believe all surveys especially 
when done by experts can be of use, but I do not 
think that J-011 need an unemployment survey a t  the 
moment because you know that. m a t  I think 
you really nee4 is a committee comprised of all 
~aqbadians who live in this colony and who have 
the people at $9 to look into the que&ion ol 
finding employment wheresoever it aan be found 
for the unemployed. some years ago, there an 
unemplOment committee set UP headed by Sir 
John Saint and that committee did make cer- 
fain recommendations, some of which were put 
into force, 'but after six years - I think that 

the time which has elapsed since that com- 
mitt* has reported - there must have been a 
change in the situation. As a matter of fact, at 

such as building a xhool. When you build a school, 
you provide a social service, so too when you build 
a hospital. Along with your public works there 
must be some approaah to the building up of pro- 
ductive sources of employment. If I may draw an 
instance to your notice, I would point to the putting 
into cultivation of some estates such as are at present 
lying fallow in St. James though I understand that 
there is some law suit going on with them. We 
cannot &ord in this small island of 166 square miles 
and with our redundant population to let any of 
our land lie fallow. I consider that any land which 
is allowed to lie fallow shod4 be given serious 
attention by the Minister of Agiculture and 
the Government as a whole in order to bring lt 
under cultivation as quickly as possible. I am sure 
the community will support any measure to brlng 
laud under cultivation because not only mould 
it be producing something which is going to 
be economic but it would be producing something 
which would provide employment for the people. 
It is not stated h the budget, biut I am hoping a 
~ u b l i c  statement will be made on the working of 
the D ~ d d s  Plantation and other lands a t  Seawell now 
'hat the Government has leased them out in mall 
holdings. 

I am making this statement calmly and politely 
-without any passionate feelings. One of the evilb 
ip this community is that the surprising number of 
economic organisations am not based on a principle 
from which the workers can get the maximum bene- 
fits for what they do. There is no attempt to change 

, the old structure and i t  seems to me that we are con- 
tinuing with many things that cannot be regarded y 
fundamental in a socialist programme, and what are 
fundamental are postponed or as it seems to me, we 
will have to wait until Doomsday before we get the 
benefits from them. As evidence pf what I am saying 
you only have to turn to the Budget and you will see 
that the financial provision made for &ancing 
schemes has broken down. You will find that Qov- 
ernment has raised a loan last year and the a m o m  
which is now set down for the paying of intefest on 
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the Hospital; me are carrying in  our minds that 
there is the necessity for a proper hospital and also 
what the policy of the Government is as regards a 
T.B. Sanatorium. As regards the X-Ray equipment, if 
that is workiiig overtime, a supplementary estimate 
should be brought down within the whole framework 
of the H o s ~ i t a l ;  that equipment will be taxed more 
because yon have to do a lot of X-Ray photography, 
and so on. I should like to say that for any sort 
cf tuberculosis campaign to be successful you must 
have some amount of radiography; I wonld like to 
see a comprehensive estimate brought dowli so that 
a t  least we call hare some clear idea as to what we 
are doing.. I t  is a pity that this Resolution was not 
brought do~vii in  such a way that we could see'what 
the Hospital xvill look like. 

Bon. Dr. CUMMfNS: Only today the Report 
of the Hospital planning Committee was laid and 
when the honourable member reads that, he will see 
what the I-Iospital Committee has in  mind. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I have really said what I want- 
ed  to say. (Laughter). 

Head X X I I I  (3) -3lental Hospital 
Head X X I I I  (3)  - Mental Hospital - was 

called. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Head 

X X I I I  ( 3 )  stand part of the Schedule. 
Hon. C. E. TALMA seconded the motion which 

was agreed to. 

Head XXIII-(8)  2lIate1"nity Hospital 

Head X X I I I  (8)-Maternity Hospital - was 
called. 

Hon. G. H.  ADAMS: I beg to move that  Read 
X X I I I  (8) stand part of the Schedule. 

Hon. C. E. TAIrMA seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

Head XXY-Public Works. 
Yr .  IJEEIYIS: The plan for the Hospital should 

not have come down on the very day on which 
you lay the Estimates. As regards this item " Sur- 
gical Instrnments ancl Equipment," that is one in 
respect of which a vast sum of money is brought 
down every year. Recently there has been an 
amalgamation of Surgeries at, the Hospital and one 
of the Surgeries has been dispelised with. To tell 
nie that you have to spend $34,000 in the course of 
twelve months in respect 01 this item, is a serious 
matter: if there is any major development to be 
carried out, I feel that i t  should have been left for 
the Estilmates or  for the building plan. To say that 
YOL1 want $4,200 to /add to the $29,8010 already 
voted-that callllOt be any developmenft; certainly in 
so far  as asurrgieal instruments are concerned, YOU 

callnot go ill for such ma'jor rephcements every year. 
Is  there any iurentory taken of the instruments 
which You hare? f3ome of the instruments you buy 
do disappear; I do not kno~v whether they are sewn 
up i11 the patients or not, and those patients who 
have instruments sewn up in them do not come back. 
This is a vote which should be watched; any major 
development shonld be taken as pcrt of a, big scheme. 
We have .abandoned one surger;.~ with the amalga- 
clation of t ~ o .  and there are many people on the 
waiting list. 

The rrnestion that Head XXTII (2)  stand part 
of the Sche~dulc was put and resolved in the affirm- 
ative without division. 

APPLIcATIox' FOR LEAVE TO RE-CO~IBIIT HEAD XXI 

Mr. LtETf7Z'IS: &fr. Chaitirn18n.-1 ask leave to 
re-commit Head XXI.  I n  respect of the item "TTp- 

XXV-Publie called. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that  Head 

XXV stand part of the Schedule. 
Hon. C. E. TALMA seconded the motion which 

was agreed to. 
Head XXIX-~Miscellane~us. 

Head XXIX-Miscellaneous-was called. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that  Head 

XXIX stand par t  of the Schedule. 
Hon. C. E. TALMA.: I beg to second that. 
M, WIIJLIAMS: In connection with *, 

of contribution under the ~ i & ~ ~  and 
Orphans Pension ~ ~ t ,  1928," I should like to say 
that m far as I know, there is still a great deal of 
disaatisfaetion existing among the Civil Servar?+;; 
about this matter and I have promised them take 
up the matter with the Whitley Council. The 
Widows and Orphans Pension ~ c t  has accumulated 
money at  a very fast rate; people feel that they 
should not contribute to the Fhnd, but  I consider 
that whereas in the Five Year Plan it was decided 
to allocate the sum of $,l00,0001 for housing, I can- 
not see why you could not take some of this money 
from the Widows and Orpham Fund, put i t  into 
the Housing Loan Fund and lend i t  out. That is 
what I consider should be done ancl that is ~vha t  
I am reliably told is done in  British Guiana; 
the% take money from the Widows and Orphans 
Fund and put i t  into the Hcusinx Loan Fund  for 
Offacers so as to swell that Fund. 

As regards the other item-Item 12 "Compen- 
sation undier Workmens' Compensation Act, " I 
would like to ask the honourable Bfinister for Trade, 
I n d u s t q  and Labour whether the Government does 

Mr. 1,EWIS : There was no Minister of Fisher- 
ies a t  that: time 

Mr. CHAIRNAN: Does the honourable mern- 

Assistant Court of 4ppeal. 
The question that  Head XXIX stand par t  of 

the Schedule was pu t  and resolved i n  the *m- 

keep of Boat." it appears that this sum of $1,500 I not thiillr i t  advisable for the vrhole framework of 
has only been asked for to meet the cos$ of essential this Act to be placed under the aegis of the Labour 
replaceinent? and to keep the Boat running f o r  the Department rather than under the administration 
remainder of the financial year, in view of thc ex- 1 of the Assistant C'ourt of Appeal. I anticipate th? 

ber want this Head re-committed 8 tive without division. 

prcted visit of Dr. C. F. I-Iichli~g, Fisheries A d ~ i s e r  
to the Secretar-\- of State. I asked the then hon. 
Minister of Fisheries whether he knew that this 
Boat h& 'been tied up  and hp replied that i t  was not 
his duty to find that out: now I am told that because 
Dr. Hickliiig is coming down her2 work on this boat 
is to be done. That is absolute nonsense. ' 

Hon. G. I-I. ADAMX: I s  the honourable mem- 
ber asking Ieare to recommit this Head? 

Hon. C E. TALMA: The honourable member 
has referred to the Minister of Fisheries- 

IXonourzble Premier aslring "What will i t  matter if 
the same thing is achieved?" But  I think it would 
be better for the Labour Department with the neces- 
sary staff' to deal with the framework of this Act 
under which there are a lot of irregularities taking 
place at  present. I 1m0w that a lot of ~ e o p l e  are not 
contributing anything under the Act and when 
workmen are injured there is n o t h h  for them to  
,net: I am therefore wondering whether the time 
has not come for mdtters under this Act to be dealt 
ll~ith 'bp the blabour Department rather than by the 
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was agreed to. 

Head XXX-Immne Tax A& Death Duties 
Head XXX-Income Tax and Death Duties 

-was ealled. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that He-d  

X X X  stand par t  of the Schedule. 
Hon. C. E. TALMA seconded the motion which 

Hmd XXXII-Highways And Transport 
Head] XXXII-Highways, and Transport-was 

called. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Head 

X X X I I  stand part of the Schedule. 
Hon. C. E. TALMA seconded the motion which 

was agreed to. 

Hon. G. 11. ADANS : I beg to move that Head 
XXXVIII  stand Part of the fkhedlde. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA seconded the motion which 
w e e d  to. 
Head XL-Waterworks. 
Head XL--Waterworks - w ~ s  called. 
I-Ion. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that 

Head X% stand par t  of the Schedule. 
Hon. C. E. TAUVIA seconded the motion which 

was agreed to. 
On the motion of Hon. G. E. ADAMS, seconded 

by Hon. C. E.  TAIJMA, the Bsolution for $l(M,41.8 
was passed. 

On a similar motion, the CHAIRMAN reported 
the passing of four Resolutions in C ' o d t t e e  of 

Head XXXVIII-Olcll Age Peasions l years within the period of five years immediately 
preceding the year ofr the award. A boy may leave 

Head XXXVIII-Old Age Pensions-was call- school and then later on, sit for  an  exhibition to 
ed. the University College of the West Indies and it 

Head XXXIV-Government Electric Illspector 
Head XXXIV - Government Electric In- 

spector - was called. 
Hon. G. H. D A M S :  I beg to move that Head 

xXXIV stand part of the Schedule. 
Hon. C. E. I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: Honestly I would like to know 

if the Qoverpment will make a list of the technical 
equipment which this Department has ill i t ;  this 
$710 is either a re-vote or the Governrlient must 
have the greatest equipment in  this' office. This is 
allother itell1 &ich has beell ordered in 1932-lt is 
not in the Estimates--and on this Oc*asioa it is 
$710 for this ~ e p a r t m e n t ;  1 hope that a watch is 
being kept on the technical equipment which is 
going into this office. 

Hon. M. E. COX: The items, are:  10 NO. %4(E 
batteries; 10 No. 53610 batteries; 20 So. 230 blittcrles; 
12 So. 4 EH batteries ; 8 NO. 4 batteries ; total 
cost, duty free, $139.75, 2 Hum 
l t y o b s ,  0-20 Ohms total cost, $250; 1 English 
Electric Insulation Tester, $320. Estilllated cost, 
$709.73, say $710 (Laughter). 

LW. LEWIS: I do not know if the honourable 
member has passed his test i n  Morse or whatever 
frequency he is operating on (Laughter) but 

Supply- 
Mr. S P ~ K E R  resnmed the Chair and reported 

aceor&ngly. 
On motions of Hon. G. H. baaas, seconded 

by Honourable C. E. T ~ A  in each m, 
lutioes passed in  Committee were read a first and 
second time and agreed to. 

GOVERNJIENT SCHOLARSHIPS AND 
EXHIBITIONS ( ~ ~ E ~ M E N T )  

1954 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
&ands in the name of the honourable senior, mem- 
ber for ~ t .  Jmeph:-To move the econd reading 
of a Bill intituled an Act to amend the Govern- 
ment Scholarships and Exhibitions Act, 1949. 

Hon. G. H. D A M S :  The object of this Bill 
to amend the ( T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  % h o l a d p s  and EX- 

hibitions 1949, in order to change 
the nature of the award of Scholarships to the 
tTllirersitv college of the \vest Indies, whic$h is 
alrea* doll? ill ~ ~ i ~ ~ i d ~ ~ l  and ~ ~ ~ ~ ' ~ i ~ ~ .  ,is 

the TTnivrrsitV College has pointed out, there may 
be so,, hard cases; SOU give a Inmpsunz to schol- 
ar, ,ho go to the College rnld you rnight find that 
there are cases where people need help. The policy 

if the honourable member speaks ill a forejg11 lan- I 
guage, he must give the translatim it. If it is 
a question of batteries, then they are not technical 
equipment; but I am merely asking the h~mxmable 
member to keep a watch on this equip- 
merit- Do not let them carry away a lot of the tax- 
payers' money beeau* they can charge somebody 
5 / -  or 10/- for a radio and then there is no  pro- 
tection for him- I ask that a watch be kept 
On the tech~ical equipment in this 
the slur, of £300 has a l r g d y  been provided for the 
purchase of books so as teach people Code 
Do you mean '' me that you have an Ebctric 

which is getting equipment to test 
lights i n  order to see if they are giving the proper 

powers I ask the member to keep 
his eye On this and do not let them go 

ordering it may be neces 
.,ar\- to know the extent to which this Department 
is getting this equipment. Next year we may have 
t o  vote money for equipment which was ordered last 
vear; let us get in the Estimates all the orders 
;hieh  you have outstanding and let us know what 
the financial position is. 

The quatioll that Eead XXXIV stand part 
the Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative 
mithoat division. 

has beell adopted by Trinidad and Jamaica where- 
by this money is put  into a fund, and we propose to 
cdopt that policy. The Bill also seekB to increase 
the value of a Barbados Exhibition from $1,080 to 
$1,344 and that the funds voted by the Legislature 
for the provision of Exhibitions to the University 
College shall be paid to the Senate of the TTniver- 
sit?- Collp:,~ for payment into the Barbados Eshibi- 
tions Fulld to be administered by the Senate sttbject 
to the provisions of the Act. Inasmuch as each colony 
has representatives on the University ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l ,  each 

can see that its owl1 funds are, properly ad- 
ministered in accordance ~ ~ ' i t h  the provisions of the 
Act. Some people get extra assistance; if somebody 
dies, the Fund can be used in ~espect  of somebody 
else. 111: it is now proposed, the money will be there i n  
a fnizd if a Barbadian dies the Senate may use 
i t  on other Barbadians who may need lnore than 

The Bill further seeks to amend the Act to 
give effect to the recommendations of the Director 
of Education that the period of "not lm than three 
years immediately preceding the date of the award 
of a scholarship or exhibi$ion", within which a 
person, to be eligible for an award should have been 

his in this Island, should be 
extended to a total period of not less than three 



might be haid tnat he did not, tor the three jeara ! ivith neat time and honourable members will know 
immediately preceding his sitting of the examina- 
tion have his education in the island; he might have 
his education for three years and no educatloa tor 
six months. The Bill also amends sub-paragraph (1) 

of paragraph 1 of Par t  1 ot the Schedule to the 
Act to provide that the exammation, oil the results 
of which the Barbados Scholarship mill be awarded, 
mill in future be the Examination for the General 
Cmertifieate of Education, of the Oxford and Cam- 
bridge Schools Eqanzination Board. Although i t  
has been said that the standard of the Scholarship 
has gone down, on the other hand it does not 
matter what is the nature of the examination if 

what those Items are. The &ules of the House are 
never observed in the matter of fivlng an  Order 
r a p e r ;  l am saylag that in future legislation should 
be l~ltroduced and the Order Paper decidqd upon 
ancl everybody will know what IS going to be dealt 
viith. Any member of the House of Commons 
knows what is going to be discussed on any day, but 
the il~embers of the Barbados House of Assembly 
LLO not know. 

I do not think you could say that a Bill of this 
nature will have received the consideration which I 
feel it deserves; there are many members of this 
lIouse who are University graduates and who are 

you have reached a standard similar to that for lnot now in the House, and they might be of assist- 
Scholarships of Oxford and Cambridge. Paragraph 
5 of the "Objects and Reasons" of the Bjkl 
says: "The opportunity has been taken to m e n d  
paragraph (1)  of Part  111 of the Schedule to the 
Act which sets out the value of ail Island Scholar- 
ship." I t  has been shown that what me have given 
to Scholarship winners is not enough. The para- 
graph goes on to state: "Since 1950, a supplement- 
a,ry provision of $144 per annum has been made on 
the Estimqtes, thus increasing the value of a Schol- 
arship from $336 to $480 per annum, and fro111 1st 
October, 1953, the fees a t  Codrington College h a w  
been imreased to $576 per annum. This amendment 

ance to the Go~ernment. This is a brand-new prin- 
ciple of voting money and giving somebody else to 
do as they like with i t ;  we must h o w  something 
abo~lt  what we are doing. I think we should spend 
our funds on our own peu>ple and confine these fun& 
tu them until we have a Federation working. T 
merely saying that the method of doing the business 
of the House might appeal to the honourable Premier 
because he feels t h a  we can djgest five or six 
items on the Order Paper in  a week; but no time 
is given to honourable members to digest them. 

One honourable member has expressed the hop(- 
that he would get the opportunity of speaklng oa 

seeks to regularise the position in respect of such !this Bill but he will not be here to speak on it. I 
Scholarship." The final paragraph of the "Objects I repeat ; ,introd'uce your legislation and fis y ; ~ u  
and Reasons" says: "In order to make the new 
~rovisions applicable to the current academic year, 

' 

the Bill contains provision seeking to make its opera- 
tion retrospective to 1st September, 1953. " 

Although the points which have been made are 
importan%, honourable members will see that the 
Bill is n ~ t  controversial. There is no harm in the 
principle of having a sum of money thelre as long as 
you do not give this money to the Senate and the 
island cannot see what is happening. If yqu have 
this money and lapses take place, the money is there 
to  be used on other Scholarship winners who may 
be necessitous and whom the University College feels 
like helping. Barbados would use i t  funds for Bar- 
badians and Jamaica would use its funds for Jamai- 
cans: I believe that  a t  one time i t  was suggested that 
this money should go into the g-eneral University 
Fund and be used for  West Indians, but Barbados 
said that the Barbados funds should used for Bar- 
badians only and the TJniversity Authorities agreed 
to that. We can see the virtue in having this Fund 
because, unlike the things which have happened in 
the past where the money would go back into the 
Treas~xry, this money can be used on other Barba- 
2ians. I beg to move that this Bill be now read a 
second time. 

Hon. C. E. TALMn: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  I am not opposing this Bill, but 

I would like to call qttention to the faet that this 
is a question of a new principle of voting money and 
allowing somdb'ody to use i t  very likely a t  his 

Order Paper so that honourable members will know 
what you waM to do. Matters might be before the 
Executive Committee for months but when honour- 
able members receive Bills on Monday afternoon 
and they are discussed on Tuesday, that is not fair  
because members of the Executive Committee had 
those measures before them and they had expert 
advice a t  their disposal. 

Hon. G. H. A D U S :  The Eon. member would 
have made an excellent point if we had a, big Order 
Paper today, but there are odly a few items on, the 
Order Paper;  however, I would not press this matter 
if i t  would not be acceptled. 1 was surprised when I 
was told that a t  Oxford and Cambridge 75% of the 
scholars have Scholarships and Exhibitions on this 
basis. You ask people about their means; you give 
a person a scholarship at  S 5 0  and you give another 
person one at  S 8 0  'because the person who has a 
saholarship a t  S 8 0  is the more needy. That is 
so to such a n  extent that many poor people a re  given 
help on this principle; although it is a new p r h i -  
ple, it is not a policy such as you would not accept. 
I do agree with the honourable member on the 
point he made about the items on the Order Paper; 
in future the honourable junior member for St. 
Thamas will make it, known to the House what will 
be done at  such and such a meeting and we will not 
go outside of what we have fixed except in case of 
emergency and the House agrees to deal with it. 

The question that this Bill b.: now read a second 
jtinle was put and resolved in thc affirmative without 

discretion. This is something new and there cannot , division. 
be many instances like it provided for in  the laws On the motion of Hon. G. FT. ADAMS, seconded 
of countries outside Barbados. This Bill has its ' by Hon. C. E. TALMA, Mr.  SPEAK^ left the Chair, 
"objects and Reasons" set out e t  some len@h, and and the House went into Committee on the Bill, 
they may be good, but T need some assistance in dis- M'x. SMITH being in the Chair. 
cussinp Bill of this sort-a Bill of which notice. 

i 
aanses  l and 2 were called and passed. 

Vas given last Tuesday and which came into / (Ilause 3 was called. 
possession yesterday afternoon. I would appeal to Hon. G. R. AD'AMS: I beg to move that Clause 
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph that 
if the Government bring in  three or four items on 
one Tuesday and discnss them next T ~ ~ e s d a ) ~ ,  that 

3 stand part of the   ill. 
Ffon. C. E. TALMA : I 'b'eg to second that. 
hlr IrEWTS: Tvhe value of an Exhibition is 

is a way; but in mg opinion, it would be ~nuch beinr increased from $1,0180 to $1.344 and T am 
better to decide what items y o ,  are goinr to deal I y~~ondering if this amount is not to be exceeded, how 



will i t  be varied? Will this amount of $2,688 be put Jlarjorie Lee IIaynes, recently retired irom the 
there to be distributed towards the cost of the two ' post of Inspector of the Departinent of Income 'tax 
Exhibi t ionsYI cannot see that what the honourable ' and Death Duties, was employecl for a period from 
member has said is covered 'by this Clause; I am 1 tile 1st April, 1918, to the 31st October, 1924, i11 
asking him to be very careful that this discretion / the Colonlal Treasurer's Departinellt and resigned 
in the amount and value of an Exhibition is not her post in  that Department on her inarriage ~vhen 
lost by having decided to give two Exhibitions. The I she iias erroneously given to ~~nder s t and  that female 
Accountant General is being authorised t o  pay into 
the Fund the sum of $2,688 for the provision of two 
Exhibitions; he caiinot give less than $1,344: ior a n  
Exhibition. I do not know what the Senate can 
do; I thinlr that the honourable inember should 
have put  in the round figure of $1,4010 and Iet the 
Senate do whatever it likes and not worry us. It 
has strt~cli me that this money should have 'been 
put in round figures and le+, the Senate klloxr that 
it is for  two scholars. 

Hon. G. EI. ADAMS: The University College 
came to the conclusion that i t  was reasonable to 
expect a person to live on $1,344 per anaum and 
lzot less unless he had private mpans. Application 
has been made to us and we came down here, hav- 
ing ;been pressed by the College, for an  additional 
year to be given as a post-graduate course. We voted 
'the money but the candidate did not pass so that 
she could not get that course. The value of an  
Exhibition as laid down by the University College 
was originally $1,N0 and now i t  is $1,344; but if 

officers were required to retire from the public 
service oil marriage. She re-entered the service i n  
1928 ancl had continuous serviee until her retirement 
on 31st January, 1953. Under the p,rovisions of 
the Pension Bet, 1947 the period served by Mrs. 
Haynes from April, 1918, to October, 1924, canl~ot 
co~int as pensionable service o~ving to a break of 
scrvice between 1924 and 1928 by voluiltary resign- 
ation. I t  has keen 'brought to thp attent~on of 
Government that Mrs. Haynes was under no obliga- 
tion to retire from the service on marriage and 
Mrs. I-Iaynes s~ould  not have retired ill 1924 but 
for the fact that she was misled into so doing. I n  
the circumstances, i t  is considered reasonable that 
Mrs. Haynes' period of service between 1918 and 
1924 should be ,pensionable and this Bill seeks to  
pi-wide a gratuity and pension in respect of that 
period of service." 

I ~vonld like to say this, prinza f a ~ i e  Mrs. Haynes 
is not entitled to this pension on this first period 
of service by voluntary resignation, but that is if 

you had three people xvhose parents mere compara- l You are satisfied that she voluntarily resigned. The 
tively well off, the Senate would be entitled .to give Government is satisfied that there was some doubt 
three Exhi'bitions each of $900 but not less than and that she did not know that she was not obligeci 
t11,o in a year. If you had two really poor people It0 resign. I t  was said that the late Mr. h f t y  made 
the Senate could give two Er;hibitions and the her to ~ulderstand that she would have to resign on 
whole $2,688 would be spent; if you had four really l~~arr iage  and to support this, she has supplied the 
well off people who preferred to send their children , Go~ernment with a signed affidavit which shows that 
to Canada illstead of London or Oxford, those four it "as the feeling of schoolmistresses and other 
vaholars might ,get Exhibitions out of this money l females ill the Service that would have to re- 
hecause their parents could make up  the rest of the ~ i @ l  from the Service if they got married. If hotn- 
111one-y; but the University a l l e g e  felt that the 
sum of $1,344 was a reasonable sum for any person 
to live on in normal circumstances. 

ourable members are satisfied that Mrs. Haynes was 
labouring under that. impression endi was told SO, 

then her rmignation was not voluntary. For that  

L ,EWI~:  If you tell me ,.hat one amount reason, Government has sent down this Bill. I now 

is the minimum and the other is the maximum I ' keg to move that this Bill be read a second time. 

would understand that. We are not giving more I Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
t k n  $1,344 for each Exhibition; that is what, we 1 Mr. F .  L. WALCOTT: Sir, I f  we agree to this 
have here. I n  so far  as  this Bill is concerned, if 
you can guarantee that the minimum number of 
scholars is two and the maximum amount of money 
is $1,3@-if that is so--it is quite all right for 
me; but I feel that if they have a discretion the 
amount should be made a round figure of $1,400, 
and not just $1,344. 

m e  question that Clause 3 stand part of the 
Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

Clauses 4 to 10 inclusive were called and passed. 
On the motion of H m .  G. H. ADAMS, seconded 

by Hon. C. E. TALMA, the CHAIRMAN reported the 
passing of the Bill in Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the chair and reported 
accordingly. 

On motions of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded by 
Hon. C .  E. TALMA in each case, the Bill was read a 
third time and passed. 

hIARJORIE L E E  HAYNES PENSION BILTJ, 195.2 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the honourc?ble senior mmlber 
for St. Joseph: To rllove the second reading of 
a Bill intituled an Ac't to authorise the payment 

Bill today, i t  means not from the fact that Mrs. 
l ~ a ~ n e s  been able to pa t  in a signed affidavit 
by someone nor from the fact that she has made 
out a case, but ~ o m  the point of view of if the 
Government is prepared to say that every persoil 
who foulld themselves in similar circumstances as. 
Mrs. Hayaes is entitled to pension based on their 
pre-retirement service. What has happened to Mrs 
Hajtnes is not different to what has happened to 
I\Zrs. Skeete. The circumstances are the same, the 
only difference being that Mrs. Skeete was a former 
head teacher and Mrs. Haynes was in  the Civil 
Service. But  i t  must be borne in niind that Mrs. 
Skeete was denied this same right that is now sought 
for Mrs. Haynes. There are numerous school- 
n~istresses who resigned 011 marriage becanse of the 
idea that .it was illegal to continue in the Se~rvice 
after marriage. It is not stated that this Govern- 
nlent is prepared to say to every school-inistress who 
has retired on the ground, that she was erroneously 
given to understacid that female officers were re- 
quired to retire from the Service on marriage, that 
her pre-marriage service with the Government would 
be made pensionable. That 1s what the Objects and 
IZeasons to this Bill should sag. Tf the Government 
is prepared to say that it accepts this case as a 

of a gratuity and pension to Marjorie Lee Haynes. ! prceedeiit and is going to abide by i t  and that all 
Hon. G H. ADAMS: As honourable members \ those people who hare left the Se'rvic~ xui~der sim- 

will see from the "Objects and R?asonsw, "JIrs. ilar circumstances as Mrs. Ibyfles will get a pen- 
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the loan itself is lost because you have started to bor- 
row money before you expend what you have put in 
a former budget; in other words, the money which 
you ?re paying out for interest on the loan is unpro- 
ductive. It is just as if you went and borrowed money 
to build a house, but up to a year after you borrowed 
the money to build the h o w ,  you have not started 
to build it but has started to pay the interest on the 
money you borrowed. That would mean that the total 
expenditure of that building is going to be greater on 
account of the interest which you paid whilce the 
moiiey was lying idle. I do not know who is to blame 
for these financial weaknesses, but you can clearly 
see them when you examine the Budget and the num- 
ber of revotes. 

I earnestly hope that the Ministers will tackle 
their jobs seriously and see that the administrative 
s t d  carry out their duties as to what is contained in 
the Five-Year Plan. I am very pleased to see that 
housing has taken a very important plam in the 
Budget but there is something on i t  that I will like 
to point out to the Minister for Housing. Under the 
E1ive-Year Plan there is provision for $500,000 for 
housing for Civil Servants and $750,000 for general 
housing to make a total of $1,250,000 for housing. 
Now under Capital Expenditure in the Estimates 
for this year there is another figure for housing 
brought about by the Self Help Housing Scheme and 
the amount under that item is $4,341,000. Of that 
amount of money we are this year revoting $57,000 
from the amount we earmarked last year to be spent 
or: it and is making provision for $63,000 more 
which would make a total orf $12D,(PDO to meet 
the cost of further schemes during the com- 
ing year. Now you will find that of the provision in 
the Five-Year Plan for Self Help Housing Schemes 
we have already spent, roughly speaki~g, $210,000 up 
to the end of the 31st March this year. If you add 
that figure of $210,000 with $120,000 you will find 
that it is just over $3OQ,000 and if you subtrmt that 
figure from the amount earmarked in the Five-Year 
Plan i t  will leave the large amount of $4,000,000. 
This means that for the three years of the operation 
of the Plan you only have spent $300,000 and would 
be leaving $4,000,000 of the amount that you allocated 
to be spent in the next two years. Why is i t  that you 
ane so cheeseparing on this question? You should 
have voted over $1,000,000 for this type of housing. 
Again some of this money is bound up in loans. 

Mr. l3EPUTY SPEAKER: Is  not the honour- 
able member going outside of the question of the 
revenue and expenditure of the colony and dealing 
with the question of the Labour Welfare Scheme? 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Oh no, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, all that is contained under capital expendi- 
tune. I will ask Governmlent a question on this matter. 
Can you not say precisely what of this amount will 
be derived from loans? When you look a t  the Five- 
Year Plan you will h d  $3,500,000 thrown in from the 
Labour Welfare Fund into "Available Funds ", them- 
fore I am taking an appnehensive view of this expen- 
diture because it does not state how much of the 
$4,341,000 is for loans. It does not state that loans 
would only be,up to a certain amount. That is why 
I have been saying that under certain heads of re- 
venue and expenditure, a progress statement should 
be prepared and not just an ordinary statement as 
have been done under housing where it has been 
stated that $5?,000 has been revoted from the pro- 
vision of $69,000 of last year along with a new pro- 
vision of $63,000 for this year. 

As I have said, I have raised that point to show 
that I regard housing as so important that you should 
be prepared to get the maximum benefit out of hous- 

ing with the amount of money you have earmarked. 
We have been fortunate in this colony in that the 
government has been able to use the Labour Welfare 
Fund for social schemes and in a way which could 
be considered as very highly profitable because it 
has been able to put money on loan for repairs to 
housing in a revolving fund. However, I would say 
that the method of earmarking money for housing 
under the self-help Housing Scheme as is seen on 
page 128 of the' Estimates leaves one in doubt as 
to how the Government is really proposing to tackle 
the question. Again I say that I regard housing 
as very important and because of that Government 
should let us know what are its plans and poJicy in 
that respect. I am going to suggest that the time 
has come when there should be a Central Committee 
for housing in this island to incorporate the Housing 

. 

Board. A Central Committee for housing can go a 
long way in unifying your plans on housing instead 
of having all those ad hoc measures. It can also 
accelerate the pace of building schemes to suit the 
money that is proposed in these Estimates to be 
spent on housing during the coming year. 

I would like the Minister of Communications, 
Works and Housing to give me some information 
with respect to the expenditune on the building pro- 
gramme by the Public Works Department. I have 
added up some figures which come to a total of 
$1,361,000 to be sp.ent on public works. By the way, 
i think any honourable member will realise the time 
ii took for me to go through the Estimates to get 
those figures and that is why I agree with honour- 
able members who asked for more time to peruse 
these Estimates. How can you be fair to yourself, 
the Government, and the constituents you represent 
if you are not given time to permit you to peruse 
these Estimates so that you can make certain dedue- 
tions ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : I am sorry to  in- 
terrupt the honourable member, but is all that the sum 
of money to be expended by the Minister of Com- 
munications, Works and Housing? 

Mr. F. L. WBLCOTT: I am speaking of all 
the things that come under capital expenditure in 
so far as buildings. I want to ask the Minister if 
he is convinced that with the amount of revotm 
from last year plus what is voted this year and 
with the staff available at the Public Works whether 
that Department can carry out all that work. I 
regard public works in this direction as one of the 
means of relieving unemployment. When you build 
good roads, you ease transportation. When you put 
up buildings, not only are you providing buildings 
for social services but at the same time you are 
providing work for the people. 

You will find under Capital Expenditure, 
the sum of ,$405,541 to be expended on capi- 
tal works for Medical Services, *$417,320 to be 
expended on buildings for educational purposes, 
$121,071 to be expended on the construction 
o! houses - this includes other things as the 
construction of roads - and thene is also another 
$120,000 for self help housing. When you add those 
together, you are providing $1,260,821 to be spent 
in that direction. Along with that, there is pro- 
vision of $270,000 for the erection of a new Fire 
Station, $13,500 for the erection of a new Post Office 
at St. John, $29,000 for the erection of Police 
Stations, $135,000 for new Government Buildings 
and $140,000 for Ministerial Buildings. If you add 
these to the last amount, you will get a total of 
$1,6541361. Now, if you turn from capital expendi- 
ture and go through what is to be spent by the 
Public Works in maintaining elementary schools and 
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things of that sort, you will find that the expenditure new form of government, some attempt will be made I amounts to roughly $1,754. I would like to  see this 
money spent because there is no point ~ u t t i n g  i t  in  
the Estimates to come back next y e w  and find that 
you have a surplus, or saying that you did not ha,vve 
the apportunity of spending the money. Of course, I 
do not m e n  to say that you should waste it. What 
I would like to ask is this: Do you have the staff 
a t  your disposal 2 0  carry out all those erections and 
repairs in a year? I am no expert on such matters, 
but I doubt very much that your Public Works can 
carry out that building programme whickis  nearly 
$2,000,000. I would therefore like to know if you 
are planning to have these buildings erected by the 
Public Works Department alone or if some of them 
will be given out under contract. I would really 
like to see all this work carried out in view of the 
unemployment situation. I regard the carrying out 
of these projects something which be 
given the closest attention. 

Another point which I think should come under 
the portfolio of the Minister of Trade, Industry and 
Labour is that of a provision for an unemployment 
survey which I see in  these Estimates. I am wonder- 
ing, Mr. Speaker, why is it that a broad 
~tatement  of policy was not made about what is pro- 
posed to be done that unemployment surl-ey. Whdt 
do you want to carry out after that? Is the Gov- 
ernment in doubt about the unemployment situation 
or does it want to know the extent of uircn~ploymeiit 
in each particular trade or occupation of labour? 

not only to regulate the hour of adjournment for 
meals but some positive approach will be made- 
not in an  ad hoe manner but in  a democratic way-to 
have regulated the length of a session and things 
like that. I beg to move a t  this stage that this ~ o u s e  
do now adjourn for three-Waders of an  hour- 

Mr. VAUQHAN seconded the motion which was 
agreed to and Mr. jhpuTy S p E A K ~ ~  the 
House accordingly- 

RESUMPTION 

On re-assembling, 
His Honour The SPEIAKER: On the adjourn- 

the honourable juniolr member for St. Peter 
was addressing the House. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Speaker, on the ad- 
journment, I mentioned in my speech what I regard- 
ed as certain essential requipments to accelerate thk 
pace of employment and what measures I think should 

adopted. I. referred to projects in the ~~d~~~ 
that mre to be;arried out by' the Publia works 
p.stment as as to some other Provisions that 
were contained the pive-year plan but which had 
not been stated in terms in the Budget. 1 said 
and I now repeat again that there be a $tate- 

of policy by the Government so that b e  
and the should have an opportanity of 
discussing those sir, 1 feel that all sociali& 
governments dl over the world have acoepted full 
employment as their ultimate objective. However, 

think i t  is clearly known that there is only in v,ious territories it is found that full employ- 
work in agriculture and in several trades 
under employment. There are also people who only 
work casually on the water front and an roads. One 
of the clearmest means of knowing that there is sea- 
sonal elnployment is by the large number of domes- 
tic servants because domestic work is not a produe. 
tive unit. To get back to my point, I would say that 
you can classify these thing,: to find out your true 
position but it seems to fie that a positive approach 
to deal with the question has not been stated. 

I another point and this concerns the 
Minister of Social Services. I t  is not stated in the 
budget but bwause of what I have heard, I would 
like to know if the Government proposes to withdraw 
the means of disseminating knowledge to the public 
by loudspeakers which were rented from Rediffusion, 
such as that which is placed by the Wharf. I t  will 
be mnembered that these speakers were1 provided bp 
Chvernment ever since the begininng of the last World 
War. I relally like to know the reason 
they are to he u,ithdra\vn because only a rouple 
of nights ago 1 heard the Minister of Social Ser- 
vices speaking over Ba~bados Rediffusion. I s  it be- 
cause the money which was spemt on this service 
is needed to be diverted to another channel? I t  does 
not seem to me to be the correct thing to do a t  this 
time. Now that you are emlbarlcing on Ministerial 
government, I feel you want this service to dissemi 
cate more knowledge among the communitv. it seems 
as  if the Government is ill advised to w i t h d r a ~ ~  this 
service. 

DINNEllX AD.liOURNMENT 

Mr. DE,PUTY SPEAKER:  I am sorry to in- 
terrupt the honourable member but i t  is about a 
quarter to! eight o'clock and 1 do think in +he 
interest of honourable members that there should be 
a short adjournment f o ~  dinner. As a matter of fact, 
I think that th!ere should be a regulated time for 
meals. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I quite agree with you, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker. I hope now that there is a 

is not always possible but spih of that, un- 
employment to be viewed ~ t h  mueh disdain. 
B~~~~~~ of ,.hat, if we cannot have a policy of full 
employment, we should at least have a policg. to 
tackle unemployment and to tackle it in, an  objmtive 
nlanner. 

Jn  these Estimates,-provision is made for the 
establishment of a Development 3oard. I n  the capi- 
tal EXpell&ture, you will find that of the $1,000,000 
which was put in the Five-Year Plan for such pur- 
pose that $250,000 is set down towards making a start 
in that <lirection. I must ask \vhat is the policy of 
the ~ovrrllrnent to-day in respect of this Develop- 
ment Board. There are Development Bo,ards in 

and ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ,  so far as ~ ~ ~ b ~ d ~ ~  is 
there is a document before ,-his House 

resp,t of a report by sin ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ l  comb 
but it is to say that that dmu- 

never made the subject of a de- 
bate in this House, there,fore, its contents or ~ u g -  
gestions have not been imned out by this nouse. 
are again, feel ,.hat some statement of 
should C made by Go,vmment. 

There is a statement in that report which reads 
as foillowS:- 

"In view of the great value of organised ap- 
prenticeship in the building of a force of po- 
tential foremen and we recommend 
that attempts should be made by local industrial 
associations to arrange with similar bodies in the 
United Kingdom for a number of outstanding 
West Indian apprentices, a t  say 18 years of age, 
to have the opportunity of completing their train 
ing in first c l m  Thited Kingdom factories. 
Local Governments on their part  might assist 
such a scheme by granting to persons selected 
financial assistance as necessary. " 
This is a very serious statement that has been 

made in that report and on the question of industrial 
development. it is common knowled~e that you can- 
cot talk of i t  unless you talk of havinp. an industrial 
b o a ~ d  set up. Again, T say that you have to be in- 
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telligent in your approach towards these matters. 1 
regard as a n  intelligent approach to mclustrlal mat- 
ters your letting the people know p~twisely what you 
propose to do. One of the safest meanx of -ng 
a democracy is to take the people into your coniidence. 

on a temporary basis. It is true to say that a lot of 
people, not only here but all over the world, have 
lost the pioneering spirit. It h due to m d e r n  trends 
and facilities of living. 

There is another aspect of this industrial matter 
Do not regard tha as or somethg apart. You 
rllUSt regard the people as an ingredent 
the society you represent. It is therefore neceaarY 
that Your policy should be stated quite clearly and 
unequivocally so that the Govenunent's position in 
these matten; be made as (?lear as 

matter what may be one's political com~lexim7 
1 think we all would agree that it is a necefisw 
eom~lement to your agricultural in dust^ to have in* 
dustrial expai~sion. l would not go as far as what 
some honourable members have stated before, but 1 
would say that it is essential that any plan for in- 
dustrialisation should be along planned and r e p -  
lated lines, therefore, I wholeheartedly agree with 
the setting up of an industrial development board. 
I however hope that in this respect the Government 
will a t  an early date make a statement of its policy. 
Do not let us fool ourselves that the mere fact of 
having a shirt factory or dressmaking factory is in 
itself industrial expansion. I do not beloag to that 
school of thought. Again, merely having ten or so 
people doing something that one can do, does not 
necessarily mean that you are going to get competi- 
tion among them. You may find that all are bor- 
rowing money to advance their businesses and there 
is not enough profit in any of them and soon you 
find them disintegrating one by me. 1 do feel that 
it is essential to have some development board but it 
is my opinion that the b o a ~ d  should be composed 
of people who have a real interest in the colony. I 
feel1 that in this island, we have plenty of Barba- 
&ans who have the interest of the community at 
heart. We have enough people here who can be of 
assistmice in any industrial plan. 

There is another aspect on which we have to 
concern ourselves and that is providing employment 
for the people. This question concerns the Minister 
for Trade, Industry and I~abour. I t  is true to say that 
when this honourable member was a back-bencher, he 
concerned himself much with the question of emigra- 
tion; and I well remember that at  one time he asked 
questions with r q e c t  to employment in our midst. 
I would suggest to him that emigration is one of the 
important things with wlhich he should concern him- 
self. It is becoming an international problem and it 
is so wide in its scope that at the next conference of 
the International Labour M c e ,  the qu,estion will be 
among the first things to be discnssed. I can say that 
much because your humble servant has been asked to 
act as an adviser to the United Kingdom Workers 
Delegation. You will realise that since emigration 
has reached such a proportion as to be discussed ilt 

international level &(at the matter is of some import- 
ance. And i t  can be seen that it is an  international 
question because almost daily you read of people 
fleaving Germany and going to the Dominion of 
Canada. You also read of people leawing the United 
Kingdom and going to Australia as well as large 
proportions of.refugeesl leaving Europe for the United 
States of America. I n  our particular case, we hawe 
to explore whatever possibility there is'for emigna- 
tion of our people. I may say that it is unfortunate 
that on one occasion of emigration of a few of our 
workers to Sulrinam, the opportunity fell through, 
but with this growing population of ours, we cannot 
phut our eyes to i t ;  we must take positive s t e p  not 
only to see if we cannot get emigration to the United 
States of America but elsefiere. Wherever there 
are opportunities for emigration of our people, we 
should try to grasp them even though they may be 

' which I feel should be taken up by t,ihe Government. 
This Government should look into the qumtioll of the 
shipment of molasses in b d k  because more people are 
going to be unemployed on account of that situation. 
That also something on d ~ l i ~ h  the c~~~~~~~ 
should have made a statement of policy A few weeks 
ago, I ~ k e d  questions - I am awaiting the answers 
-with respect to how many persons have been ,dis- 
placed on account of bulk shipment of m o l m s  ; what 
provision is being made to put them in alternativs 
employment, so on. I will say no more on that 
at this stage. 

During the budget speech by the honourable 
Premier, was made of controls. I have 
looked at  the memorandum on the F ~ ~ ~ - Y ~ ~ ~  plan 
for Development and Taration and in it, I have seen 
Stated a t  parqraph 48, the follawing :- 

" Tlne opportunity is taken here to repeat 
"that the Government is as anxious as the com- 
' mercial community to remove price controls, 
"where they serve no useful purpose, and it will 
"do so progressively as and when it is satisfied 
"such action would be in the general interests of 
"the commmity. The public should be aware 
"that there is an  Advisory Committee repre- 
"sentative of all sections of the community who 
"deal with this matter. Their recommendations 
" receive the full evnsideration of Government. " 
I agree with that statement of policy by the Gov- 

ernment in that i t  will remove controls progressively 
as atid when it is satisfied such action woluld be in the 
zeneral interests of the community, but I do not sub- 
scribe to the unscientific thought or idea that without 
any investigation, and on just a vague statement that 
the price of cabbage is averaging 54 cents per pound, 
that the question of the retention of   rice control 
should be based. I t  *hould not be based on such 
vague generalities. Our economy is bared on sugar. 
You Cannot compel a man, nor is there any law to 
compel any person who has half-acre of land or there- 
abouts to grow cabbages. Any person who owns a 
small plot of land uses i t  in  a manner which he thinks 
would be more advantageous to himself. You cannot 
force a man if he be a carpenter, mason, tailor or 
the like, to take his small plot of land and plant i t  
in cabbage or green vegebables, because that type OS 
person migfht fail in getting the same economic re- 
turns if he had planted that plot in canes which 
he could send to a factory and get the equivalent in 
cash. We have to be practical. There is no part of 
the world which has an economic doctrine which is 
sound. I feel that there should be some policy of 
relaxation in the rigidity of prim controls. We 
will have to face certain facts. A s  a ma~tter of fact, 
there is no doctrine of price controls that is preached 
by any Sociali)t Government in  any part of the world 
you get price control as a result of shortages in par- 
ticular commodities due to the exigencies of war  but^ 
prior to the .war, there was no policy - in any Cov- 
ernment for that matter - of price controls. You 
only control monopolies. When commodities are in 
free supply, price control should go. Let us for a 
moment analyse the situation here in Barbados with 
respect to dry goods. I n  Broad Street sometime last 
week, the stores were selling shirts a t  competitive 
prices. The reason for that is, because shirts are n@ 
longer in short supply. Government should not worry 
itself over price control when &.e gm& are no longer 
in  short supply. 
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Let us now look at the side of agriculture. U11- 
less the Government subsidise agriculture very heavi- 
ly anti give a lot of encouragement to people to plant 
vegetiibles, the Minister of Agriculture ~vould find 
himelf in gre& difficulty if he found himself in 
a dry area like, say, Below Rock, Christ Church, and 
he wils preming the people there to plant cabbages 
or grow vegetables to sell at  what they consider 
would 'be an uneconomic price. Whenever 'Government 
is tackling a problem like that, it must have some 
definite plan. 'I quite agree with Government's policy 
relatillg to the rearing and increasing of livestock. 
That was a practical idea, because if you wish to 
increase your protein diet, you would have to pro- 
duce livestock so Ias to make more milk available to 
the people. As I have said, I do not agree with that 
vague statement about price controls. It should be a 
clear statement of what is your policy. If the state- 
merit in t&e Five-Year Plan does not carry out what 
it means, Government should my SO, or if thak state- 
nlent wants amplifying the Government should be 
a t  liberty to amplify on it. 

1 do hope that the Ninister of  communication^, 
Works and Housing will be able to tell us at  some 
future date how he proposes to spend that $1,780,000 
or thereabouts that is proposed to be spent on projects 
during the coming year. As I have said, I doubt 
whether he has the machinery and the staff to carry 
out that programme of work. At any rate, I would 
not like to see any of those items held up and mainly 
because of the unemployment situation. I would like 
to tell the Government tlhat before the end of Ma~ch, 
there will be more people unemployed on account 
elf the mdmses question. Not only coopem, but 
lightermen, stevedores and some produce PO-S 
would also be earning less money (m a result. I t  
therefore can be seen that in the coming year the 
~~nemployment situation is going to be very precarious 
indeed. With that facing the Government, its policy 
should be that wheresoever it c m  spend a penny tu 
provide employment for the people, i t  should be 
spent; therefore, there should not be any revote of 
what is proposed to be spent during the coming year. 
We have no social security benefits in this island and 
one of the diangers of social security benefits in a 
country as this is the danger which I have enumer- 
ated earlier, that is, the question of under employ- 
merit, no employment art all, and what we call tech- 
nical unemployment, that is, people unemployed 
through new techniquies. If this Goverment were 
to think of providing a Social h u r i t y   scheme^ it 
would find itself up against the difficult situation of 
not having enough people employed to make a sub- 
stantial contribution to the fund to provide for the 
people that are out of work or unable to ~ m k .  The 
people that are unemployed would eak out more than 
ethe employed could provide. AS I have said, that is 
one of the difficulties of ~roviding social w c u r i t ~  in 
a place where there is a lot of under-employment and 
no employment a t  all. We h o w  from an unemploy- 
ment sumey which was taken a long#ime ago that 
nearly all the people that are permanently employed 
bre  the people who are employed in the Civil Estab- 
lishment, the people who work in a supervisory CaPa* 
ity in the various establishments, clerks, and people 
who are employed in various commercial establish- 
ments, like a t  the Bisuit Factory, printeries and foun- 
dries. Take away those people and you leave a mass of 
under-employed people and many more that are un- 
employed to deal with. In the agricultural field, you 
have workers who for the most part are only allowed 
to work three man-days per week. Many work for 
less than 150 man-days a year. This was borne out 
by the Holidays with Pay Act. You will see from 
the figures that were compiled some time ago that at 

its peak, the number of unemployed rises to some- 
khing between 22,000 and 23,000 in a year and at  
its lowest ebb it is something between 7,000, 8,000 and 
10,000. From these figuxes, you will see one of the 
weakneses of the Social Security Plan. 

I also want to point out something with regard to 
the working of the Workmen's Compensation Act. 
I think the Government will be well advised at this 
stage to look into the workillp of that Act and see 
whether it would not need revision in  light of pre- 
vailing circumstances. By that I mean that the Act 
was passed in 1943-eleven years ago--and it is 
common knowledge that since that time thousands 
of dollars which are paid into insurance companies 
for insurance against accidents to workmen, a;-: 
leaving this island and going overseas. As far  as 
I have been made to understand, the benefits paid 
out for accidents amount to only 12 to 15 per cent. 
of the money paid in. I feel that a Committee 
should be &ppointed to look into this matter because 
I believe that this money that is going overseas can 
be harnessed locally eithfer to give better benefits to 
the workers by stepping up the rates on premiums 
to people or by the setting up of some scheme other 
than workmen's compensation to give added profits 
to the workers. The Workmen's Compemation Act 
did not come into f o r e  two or three weeks after it 
was passed. It took about two years before it was 
put into force. I would therefore like to see a Com- 
mittee appointed to go into this matter. 

Sir, you can clearly see-and it is my duty not 
only as a politician or as a member of this Assembly 
or because of my work, but as a citizen of this com- 
munity-that i t  is my duty to pay serious attention 
to the very vital problems that affect the well being 
of this community as a whole. : I consider what 
I have just said with regard to the invegtigation into 
the working of the Workmen's Compensation Act 
as very important to our social security benefit. What 
L am asking Government to do is to investigate how 
much money k being paid out as premiums for 
workmen's compensation; how much of that amount 
is paid out in benefits to workers; how much isxtnt  
abroad ; and the possibilities of putting it to better 
use. Bear in mind, we have to harness every cent 
we have i n  this community. With regard to Old Age 
-Pensions, I would not ask the Government 
increase it a t  present. 

Another aspect of this matter is that Mr. A. F. 
Wdls and his wife came to the West Indies including 
this colony on a visit and carried out an  investiga- 
tion into the ~ o r & ~ g  of friendly societies and from 
the investigation which they carried out, they sub- 
mitted a report. we need not be afraid to hurt 
our friends. Let us get to the roots of the problem 
that are confronting us. If we are asking for unem- 
ployment insurance and all of those social security 
schemes, let us see that the money rnhioh the ~ v o ~ . k e ~  

. earns is spent in a manner to give him more social 
secnrity. Let 11s have a say in how it should be nsed. 
I would therefore urge that the Government make a 
statement of policy on the W;ttlls7 Report on Friendly 
Societies. Government should state positively how 
it feels over this report. ~t is of no use to invib 
these experts to make reports and then pigeon-hoh 
them. Government should let the people who made 
this report see that it regarded i t  by making some 
statement of policy on it and that would also let tile 
public be aware of how Government feels as regards 
to that report. Mr. and Mrs. Wells also reported 
on friendly societies in Trinidad and Jamaica and 
I understand that the report was made public in 
Trinidad, but no action has been taken about it here. 
Mr. Speaker, whether I am regarded as a rebel or 
a wrecker, I still feel that I owe a contribution to 
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the community in which I was born, therefore, I 
feel it is my duty as long as I am in this Chamber 
to speak on the problems which I think confront 
the cctmmunity. No matter what are my deficiencies, 
I know that my integrity and my sincerity are not 
any of my failings. I feel what I have said is in the 
interest of the community and I know that nothing 
will prevent me in the future from saying what I 
have said today. 

Mr. SMITH: I think I should say something 
on behalf of the people of St. Joseph. We have 
heard quite a lot relative to the Budget Speech, the 
Btimates and so on. I would like to say that, as 
far as I can see, the Estimates have been prepwed 
in accordance with the Five Year Plan with which 
we have agreed. 

I will begin by yaising my old question-the: 
quastion as to District "F" Police Station. I a n  
remember sayiw last year that if you carnot carry 
water to the Station, you should carry the Station 
to the water. Water is very essential; the District 
"F" POlice Station is on a first-class site and I would 

like to go the~e  tomorrow if you give me the water. 
I understand that it will cost a handsome amount 
af money to carry the water to the Station and it 
would appear to me that it will cost just as much to 
carry the water there as it will cost to change the 
site of this Station. Howwer, it is left $0 the &v- 
ernment to do what is necessary. 

I can remember, too, that last yeer I asked a 
question relative to the transport of corpses in the 
parish. For this purpose an old lorry is and 
I am sure that the lorries used by the Scavenging 
Department are better than that one. I think the 
person who is ~esponsible for the transport of corpses 
will have to get something more modern for carry- 
ing corpses along the streets. I can tell whenever 
a corpse is being carried along the street because 
the sound of the lorry is like that of the trucks of 
the old days conveying syrup. I was in a part of 
of St. Jweph on one day when this particular 
ambulance turned up for a corpse and there was 
only one policeman _to lift that corpse into the van; 
this vehicle is high and the policeman had to go 
around begging people for a lift with the corpse. 
The authorities should give that policeman some as- 
sistanoe and not leave him to walk about asking for 
a, lift with a corpse. That is something which the 
Government should consider; after all, it is a human 
being who has died and some consideration should 
be given to this matter. I asked a question in this 
connection last y'ear but I have not been given m y  
answer to it as yet. 

As regards the question of loans to workers other 
than sugar workers, I was looking through the Esti- 
mates but I have not seen any provision made for 
them a d  there ave other schemes which should have 
been included. There are people other than sugar 
workers, who are in need of houses but they are not 
in a position to buy them. The sugar workers are 
already well provided for; as far as you can go in 
the country you will see m m  new housarr than old 
ones. I think the time has come when people other 
than sugar workers should be assisted; I do not 
know if any amount is included for assisting these 
people but the question is; when are yo-U going to 
start &th these houses? There are some people who 
live in iSuch houses that I would not put an expen- 
,give cow in one of them; there are some people who 
get -ions from the Poor Law Board but who 
really have nodere  to live. There is the Alms- 
lronse, but some people would rather die on the 
highway than go into that Institution. The hon- 
ourable rnmber on my left has just referred to the 
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St. Andrew's Almshouse; wall, I saw the honourable 
senior member for St. Andrew with some spoons in 
here, which I would not give my labourers to use in. 
dropping manure. I am asking the Government to 
start with the housing programme as soon as  possi- 
ble. 

I. see in these Estimates that there are a lot of 
r e ~ o t e s  and I take it that t h w  re-voks me in re- 
spect of money which has been voted from year to 
year. I am asking that when these buildings are to 
be emted, t.he Colonial Engineez- be asked to draw 
plans and call for tenders. Thme are a lot of people 
who would be only too glad to get hork and the way 
in which work is being done is a matter of one man 
getting the lion's sham and the others getting 
not-. I think we should call is corltractom 
and get more work clone; we ape travelling too slow 
although the money is there and if I had to build 
wen small 10 X i3 house I would call in a con- 
tractor to build it. Lately I was s e n g  after the 
building of a house, not my own, and 1 tried to 
cheapen the cost by giving the work to a contrautor. 
Workmen will trick you but when YOU engage a con- 
tractor they have to work. I think that if the Gov- 
ernment would invite h d e r s  asla call in contractors 

~ o u l d  get some good work done. If You have a 
P T O P ~ ~  plan Your building will be erected properly, 
but YOU should not wait for any particular in&- 
vidual; there is a lot of unemployment of all classes 
in this country. I do not h o w  if the proposition 
I have put forward was made in the Executive Corn- 
mittee and the advice was not taken; the best thing 
to do with them "boys" in the Executive Committee 
is to throw them out and bring them back in 
(Laughter). 

As regards-Parris Village, I want to draw the 
attention of the Government to the fact that the 
people in that district are drinking water out of a 
hole and lt is tim'e that something be done to help 
those people, either by carrying water to those peo- 
ple or carrying them to the water. I t  is difficult to 
carry the water to the people and if the Govement. 
is continuing to spend money at the Bay Estate and. 
Goodland I hope they will also spend some money 
in St. Joseph. I hope that the hanowable Minisk 
for Communications is doing his best to prevent peo- 
ple from telling him that they are always spending 
money in St. Wchael; it is time that he thinks 
seriously about these people in Parris Village. We 
have passed from trash houses to board and shingled 
houses; therefore let us pass from the water hole to 
the standpipe. Something must be done in this mat- 
ter ; we must go-forwa~d and upward. I would men- 
tion here that the other night I wanted to get a tel,e- 
phone message; I went to the Police Sub-station 
and I could not see to get in the building because 
there was just a little lantern there. It is time that 
electricity be installed at this Station; you do not 
see lamps of that type even on donkey carts now. It 
is my job to draw these matters to the attention of 
the Ministers. 

I was born and bned in St. Joseph and I did 
not know Blackman's Tenantry until about five years 
ago. I did not know that people were living there 
SO that 1 could have canvassed there; I do not know 
if mY colleague knows that tenantry at  all. It M 
time that we should have water installed up there. 
Long ago I took the Minister in charge of this par- 
ticular matter up there and it was the question of 
money, but now the Five Year Plan has provided 
the money. 1 understand that it is a question of 
getting the pipes and after getting the pipes there 
must be the supply of water. In this Tenan- peo- 
ple have to walk for about t v p  miles in order to 
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get water and I do uot think they can cook clean 
food. 1 am suye t h a ~  the people up there get money 
Illore quickly than they get water. 

I n  the Estimates I see that provision has been 
made for a s c b l  in St. Joseph; that is set out on 
page 130 of the Estimates under the Head "Capital 
Expenditure, but I do not know if this "\Vestern" 
school is a girls' school or a boys' school. I know 
that the Boys' School is situated in the graveyard 
and it does not suit any persw to live there. The 
Headmaster is living a t  School and you will be 
surprised to know that if a handkerchief drops 
from the Headmaster i t  will drop straight into the 
graveyard, and if he should forget to close the door 
leading from the Schwl into his quarters, the chil- 
dren can look all through the bedroom. I am told 
that if scrubbing is being done a t  top, the water drops 
into the drawingroom; that is not good enough for 

Fisheries Officer and the appropriate Minister t he  
matter of Insurance of fkhing boats? A boat sank 
and was lost off the coast of Bathsheba this morning; 
it was not insured. I n  talking with the men they 
told me why many of the boa& are not insured; 
they seem to have real grievances in  matters of valua- 
tion, coverage and prenziums. I would like YOU t@ 
come down to Bathsheba and talk with the men 
yourself. You will then see what their troubles are 
and you will be able to take the matter u p  their 
behalf. 

With inadequate or unfavourable insurance 
security the men are forced to go around begging 
for help when they are overtaken with a calamity 
like this one today. This begging is degrading tc* 

the unfortunate men as _well as disagreeable to others. 
Yours sincerely, 

L. C. MAILALIEU, 
a Hadmaster;  he should not be surprised or feel 1 Rector. 
ashamed if anybody called him a "duppy" because 
he lives in  the graveyard. That building does not 
even suit the childrm; one morning a mother was 
carrying one of her children up the stairs and the 
child would not go up  there because the school is 
situated in the graveyard. I hope that thls pro- 
vision of $848,000 in  the Five Year Plan will remedy 
this state of affairs; this School should be wed  for 
storing the tools of the grave diggers. 

Inasmuch as the Government is try'ing to get 
more mouey, they can get mar: money if they will 
just amend the Liquor Licence Act. As the Act 

That is the position; when a fisherman loses his. 
boat he has to go all over the island begging for  
money so as to replace his boat; if he is a hard drink- 
er and he collects a few cents, i t  will take some years 
before he can buy another boat. The rates charged 
for the insurance of fishing-boats have turned back 
the fishermen from insuring their boats, I feel that 
these &hermen should be covered by insurance; 
yon are compelling owners of motor vehicles to be 
insured by a Third Party system and I feel that  
there should be some legislation to have fishermen 
insured if not their boats. The Insurance Companies 

stands a t  present, you have clubs which do not pay 1 should be told that they cannot have the lion's share 
one cent and if the Government would amend the , off every item; if you get a little from this and a 
Act setting out that the people who carry on these. 
c l u b  must pay the same licerrce as anybody else,' 
they would collect a few thousand dollars more. I 
know that somebody wanted to sell liquor a t  a place 

little from that you can pu t  things together and 
you will still gain. I have taken u p  this matter 
with the Minister for Fisheries; we must call upon 
the Insurance Companies and if they do not come 

where entertainment was carried on and he was told to the rescue of the fishermen, we, as a Government, 
that  that could not be done; he t u n e d  the plwe l jvill have to use our own insurance. 
into a club and sold more rum than if he had bought Last week a man did a job for me and I called 
a liquor licence. I always heard that the boys him into the office afterwards; he told me what h e  
fought because they could not get good rum at  the , charged for the job and I told him that I did not 
clubs since it was cheap; nowadays they have J & R know anything about the job but I felt he had 
and they can drink until morning and they are  still 
safe. (Laughter). A t  these clubs you ma?' get a 
policeman disguising himself and buy.ing a snap" 

charged too much money. He was asking for $10 
but he eventually took $9. I think we will have to 
approach the Insurance Companies in  respect of 

or getting somebody to do it for him, and then every these fishing boats; I will eat every fish that is 
thing is carried away. That is not fair:  I think the I brought in, but I would not go two feet into the watel 
people who carry on these clubs should be asked to 
buy a licence just like anybody else. 

I n  connecti9n with the East Coast Road, I think 
that road is badly needed. Joes Rivm estate has 
gone out of commission and this road would a 

for the fish. We should help thme fishermen and 
do not let them go hat in hand for  donations when 
their boats are lost. I saw someone refuse to give 

donation to a fisheman who had lost his boat; 
that person @id that he had to buy the fish too dear. 

first-class road for the transportation of the Crop. I know that a fisheman lmt his life and his wij?e 
Whatever might have been the hindrance to con- ' only got 80 cents per week for the children; we 
strutting this road before should be cleared UP and 
the people be given this road; in  the C~nstruction of 
this mad employment would be found for the un- 
employed and you would also have some monW 
going into the Treasury. I am sure that e v e r y b d ~  
would benefit from this project being carried out : 
I am sure that if the t o ~ r i s t s  just drove along that 
road once t h ~  would always want drive 

could not do anything more for  her, but if that 
fisherman's life had been insured his wife would have 
got some kind of assistance until the children reached 
rnatulity when they could work. The letter I read 
came to me from Rev Mallalieu a s  to the plight of 
fishermen; I am warning the Minister of Agricd- 
ture, Lands and Fisheriw to work quickly so that 
at  the end of the next two years the whole of Bar- 

there. ( bados will be able to say: "Worthy, we will return 
Relative to the insurance of fishing-boats. I re- you without any kind of trouble; we have given you 

ceived a t  my office yesterday a letter which reads as  1 the ammunition and now you must do the job." 
follows : \ Now that I have a Minister who will sit in  his office 

2nd March. 1954. and discuss matters with me, I sincerely hope that 
Dear Mr. Smith, I these things will be remedied. I do not expect things 

Thanks for your letter. I have instructed the to be done overnight, but something must be done. I Clerk to put your item m parish roads on the agenda 1 As regards Third Party Insurance in  respect 
for  the next meeting of the Vestry, which is being of buses, I said I did not think that  the rates would 
called for next Monday. 

I, too, would ask you to do a favour to me and 
be too high, but I was told yesterday that the rate 
for the first 20 passengers would be $1.20 per year 

to the fishermen. Will you please take u p  with the c and for each additional one the rate would be $3.50. P 
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do not know if that is too dear, but I feel it is too 
dear and I hope the hon. Minister will see about i t  
before i t  becomes law. The Insurance Companies are 
a fraternity unto themselves; it is not a question of 
leaving this Insurance Company and going to an- 
other which will be cheaper, because it will be the 
same thing. I cquld talk all these things in an  office 
but this is the place where we should air  our griev- 
ances and represent the people; in  this place I am 
talking to everybody and they are hearing, otherwise 
1 will have to go to five different offices. I know I 
will be accused of vote-catching but if you are not 
a politician you cannot come in  here. 

MT. speaker I see, that the hon. senior member 
for St. Andrew is quite ready to &peak and therefore 
I will sit down now; but I am appealing to tile i\Iin- 
isters to do as much work as they possibly can and 
get as much of this money spent as they possibly 
can; they must not let the money lapse so that 
i t  will have to be re-voted again next year. Let 
them call for tenders and get the work done. 

Mrs. BOURNE : The hon. member who has 
just sat down has prevented all of us from going 
to sleep. Wle have heard quite a lot in  connection 
with the Budget; I will begin with the question of 
unemployment. As I see it, unemployment is on the 
increase; the population of this island is increasing 
every day on the average of 11 per day, and we are 
already an  over-populated island. What I feel is 
that we should h a w  some sort of birth control or 
some practice which will help to hinder the increase 
of the population. As regards the Clergy, they are 
definikely against the ,  practice of birth control; I 
feel that they should be kept out of this matter and 
the way to keep them out is to bring about a grad- 
ual disendowrnent of the Church - I mean the An- 
glican Church. I feel that most of the other religi- 
ous bodies like the Seventh Day Adventists and 
others, do much beetter work or just as good work 
as the Anglican Clergy, and this $95,000 which is 
spent on the Clergy should be given in  grants-in-aid 
to the Seventh Day Adventists. I see that money 
is granted to the Wesleyan and other Churches, but 

Sometimes in  St. Andrew we do not see any fish, 60 
that if you have a proper marketing of fish you will 
find that there are not enough fish to 'be canned. DO 
not tell me that the few fish that are brought in 
here could not be consumed by all these people in 
this island. I have discussed this matter with the 
hon. Minister for Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries 
and he tells me that the Government is thinking 
of a scheme along that line. 

On the question of the District Agricultural 
Stations, one of the biggest grievances which is tak- 
ing place a t  these Stations is the rearing of pigs; 
you have a small number of pigs a t  these Stations 
and they are sent to one of the Stations and sold 
by auction. I t  is only the people with money in  their 
pockets who can get these pigs. Again I have dis- 
cussed this matter with the hon. Ministrer for  Agri- 
culture, Lands and Fisheries and he hopes to dis- 
continue that practice. As the hon. junior member 
for St. Joseph has said, my constituents are looking 
forward to hearing me say something about these 
matters. The hon. Minister, 1 repeat, has assured 
me that this practice of selling these pigs a t  auction 
will be stopped. 

Another question is that of the duty whiah is 
paid on goods sent down by people's relatives i n  
iimerica and other places. I have heard of a case 
where a table-cloth had been sent by a relative to 
somebody who was getting married here, and she 
had to pay $13 so as to get that table-cloth. I doubt 
whether that person would have had to pay that  
amount for a table-cloth if she had bought i t  here; 
I hope the appropriate Minister will go into this 
matter and relieve the suffering of the people. 

The hon. Premier mentioned something about 
extending %he Alleyne School but  since no provision 
has been made for  the extension of this School in  
these Estimates, I hope that arrangements will be 
made for the provision of a School bus to take the 
children to the secondary schools where many o!" 
them have gone. I have gone into this matter with 
the Director of Highways and Transport and he I then I have been told that a School bus runs on 

we can take that  money and use it in  building some 
of the schools, more particularly, the technical 
schools. When the children leave the schools, what 
are they going to do? They will all want to go into 
some clerical office, but they should be taught to use 
their hands. Nowadays it is difficult to  get a proper 
carpenter or mason. 

As regards the Old Age Pension, some people 
-feel that the amount of this pension should be in- 
creased. I am not prepared to say whether it should 
he increased or not, but I feel that if the retirihg age 
for Government servants is 55 years - if you can 
aslc people to retire at  that age - you should also be 
able to give people Old Age Pensions at that age. 
I am told the Civil Servants have earned their pen- 
sion; well, there should be some means of bringing 

Tuesdays and Thursdays. That is not good enough 
b ~ a u s e  the children have to go to school five days 
a week; I u m k s t a n d  that there are about 70 children 
who travel to the secondary schools. 

I was impressed on paying a visit to  Speights- 
town to find that newspapers could be made into 
basins; I never knew that that could be done. The 
Centre down there seems to be doing very g w d  
work; perhaps i t  ~ o u l d  be a good thing if the public 
could have a demonstration or let the nurses go into 
people's homes and demonstrate the making of 
basins out of newspapers. I think that that  would 
help to keep down the cost of living. 

As f a r  as education is concerned, I see that we 
are spending quite a large sum of money them. 
w h a t  I feel is that although we are having so much 

about some system of social security for those people I talk about Federation and the free movement of 
who have given all their service to the planters and the people, the number of children from the Carib- 
people of that sort. The planters and such people kcian area should be limited. If we callnot afford 
should make some provision for their employees from I to have our children educated in the schools, 1 feel 
whom they have benefited either directly or indirect- that the number of children from the Caribbean 
ly. It is not only the people who reach the age for I area should he limited. 
getting Old Age Pensions who should be considered; 
you have ~ e o p l e  who are invalids and people who 
were born blind and I feel that they should be 
helped as well. 

I n  connection with District Markets, I feel it is 
time that we have these Markets; some time ago 
somebody said that the fish should be canned, but 
I do not think that there is any great surplus of 

Another matter which has been brought to my 
,lotice is that the Rectors are given power to report 
on schoolteachers. The schoolteachers do not think 
that that is fair  because the Rectors are' not in  the 
schools and I do not know that they can give very 
accurate reports. I have been told that there are 
some bad practices going on in some of the schools; 
each school is given a grant in respect of nutrition 

fish; I think i t  is a question of the distribution. i and 1 underrtand that some of the  teachers. instead 
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of distributing the milk to the children, are taking 
i t  to their homes and putting it to their own use. 
Some of the children do not take the milk and 
biscuits; I have also been told that for three or four 
weeks the children who take the milk do not get 
any. If that is so, I am wondering if the person 
who has the contract for supplying the milk still 
draws the same amount of money as if he had sup- 
plied the milk for that same period. 

1 have also been told that there was a wicket 
rriatch taking place at  the Training School aad be- 
c,abe t he ,  ball entered the Principal's hause 
stopped the teachers from playing cricket. That is a 
matter which I would like the hon. Minister fo,r 
Ed;ucation to deal with because that is something 
u~hich should not be continued. I have dso 'been told 
that the amount which is taken out of the teachers' 
money for meals ~ B S  been increased; at .fist i t  was 
$30 then it went up to $35 and now i t  1s %Q. The 
teachers complain that they get the food in such a 
small quantity that they had to have it supplied 
from their homes. I was present on one occasion 
when a dish of mamroni Was served and it was 
nothing but weevils. That is not good enough. 

Like the hon. junior member for St. J o s p h  who 
said that he is intdrested in the construction of the 
East (=oast Road, I feel that if that road were con- 
s t r - t e d  it would be an asset to the island; it would 
help to bring back into d t iva t ion  land which is now 
lying fallow. Meat is scarce, so is fish and if that road 
mere constructed people could take an easy ride up 
the line and perhaps they would be able to get more 
fish. 

The hon. judor  member for St. Joseph asked a 
qumtion relative the registration of births and 
deaths being done at  the Police Sub-station at Belle- 
plaine for the benefit of the people there. I do not 
h o w .  if the hen. member wants to represent my 
constituenq, but I want to go a Little further; I 
would ask the Government not only to consider the 
registnatio.a of births and deaths being done at this 
$&-station, but also the trial of cases f ~ r  the benefit 
of the people at Belleplaine instead of their having 
to go to District "F" Police Station on two days a 
week. 

As regards the question of electricity, since 1948 
t& Electric Company clame down to St. Andrew and 
it is shameful to think that they just put down poles 
and took them brack up. It took two weeks to provide 
the recent; illumination in Bridgetown but in St. An- 
drew and other parts of Barbados you cannot see 
your fingers acep t  you use a bottle lamp! I am hop- 
ing that the G o v e m e n t  will nationalise the Electric 
Company. I understand that the hon. junior member 
for St. Andrew tabled m Address relative to the 
nationalisation of ele&ricity m d  in a few weeks' timt. 
he had electricity at  Parks. (Laughter). The electric 
mains are hrdering St. Andpew from St. JoseDb 
and St. Peter and i t  is just a question of extending 
the mains down the hills. Seeing the electric poles 
put down, some people wired their houses and bought 
refrigerators, , a d  those who used batteries got rid 
of them in the hope of getting electri&,y; but now 
tl!ere is no electricity and people have sold their re- , 
frigerators. A refrigerator is necessary especially in 
an area where you cannot get fish plentifully. 

I n  connection with the District Libraries, L 
was asked by the Librarian at  the Community Hall 
ir; St .  Andrew whether the Government would con- 
sider giving her a small fee SO as to help her. 1 1 thought I could mention the matter here. 

As far  as I can see the position, there is a diffi- 

go through Trafalgar Street and see the boys corn- 
ing from Harrison College, you ask yourself; where 
is the appropriate Minister going to get employment 
for these boys? The task will be a very difficult one 
indeed and the prospects of emigration do not seem 
to be very rosy a t  all. I repeat that we should 
have some sort of birth control in this island. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: L am not accustomed to enter- 
ing a debate at  this late hour and some of the points 
I would have made have already been made. I n  Great 
Britain a, Budget Speech is the elucidation of econo- 
mic and social policy by the Government in power, 
and that is what I expected from the new Cabinet. 
Modern taxation is mainly the m e w  of the re-dis- 
tribution of income and the Budget should give a 
clear indication of the re-distribution of income 
among the population. The imposition ef tmation is 
amply justified if the main purpose of it is the re- 
distribution of income among the people; that has 
been accepted by the British public. The wealthy 
classes are mainly satisfied with 40% or over of their 
irxomes being paid to the Government because they 
have accepted the modern the~ory that want should 
not exist in the community along ~ 5 t h  wealth and 
that sickness should not be the burden of the in- 
dividual, SO that in every Budget taxation policy 
substantially covers welfare services. Food subsidies 
amount to 1270 per week per family, several thou- 
sand houses are built   an nu ally, the're are hospital 
fiervices, the greatest medical care, the most expen- 
sive medicines and drugs-all of that the citizen is 

, entitled to free of charge because of the contribution 
to taxation. 

Now Mr. Speaker, our redistribution of wealth is 
n-airily ooncentnated in a few Heads, the provision 
of Old Age Pensions, Subsidisation, Medical Services 
-all of that is justsable and the Government could 
only be criticised for not spending more on t h e e  
things; but when it comes to high taxation being 
paid by the salaried classes, i t  is unfair not to con- 
sider the medical expenses which are often incurred 
by the middl&class families; it is unfiair not to con- 
sider a reduction of such expenses through the assess- 
ment of income tax. It is unfair as compared with 
the British system where a man, regardless of his 
social or financial position, is entitled to the best sur- 
gical and medical care in time of sickness, beclause 
it is readily considered that he contributed substan- 
tially to the taxation which is collected so to afford 
these services. 1 feel that the average middle-class 
family here should either be granted relief from such 
medical expenses as they may incur, or, alternatively, 
the surgical and medical treatment at the Hospital 
should be free to them. We should follow the United 
Kingdom in granting free medlical services to the aver- 
age middle-clam families who contribute substantially 
to the taxation in the colony; we have had many a 
complaint from the average salaried family where the 

and surgical exPems by those families re- 
duced their inmme and caused embarrmment where 
the ducati'oa of a child is concerned. 1 throw out 
the suggestion to the Government that they must 
~omidel. the medical and surgical expenses of middle- 
c l a s  famili- in any msessment of income tax. 

When i t  comes to the question of unemployment 
I will quote some figures in respect of a small de- 
pen&nt territory as we happen to be. We have a 
population of 210,000 and $an average of about 70,000 
or one-third of the population is employable. An 
avewge of 10% of that 70,000 or 7,WO are continu- 
ously employed and about twice that number ake only 
partially employed for about 30 hours a week. When 

cult task ahead of the Ministers (and I would rather we can collect surplus blalanws over a period of 
not have the salary than be in their position. If you .vears until the sum of $834 million has accumulated 
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in the Treasury, that is nothing at all over which this 
Government should boast; I think it shows a very i n  
competent fiscal administration of the colony and 
pe~hlaps the worst record for the entire Caribbean. 
In  a colony like this with so many wants, so much 
poverty and so much absence of essential services 
you cannot boast of having a surplus of over $8 mil- 
lion; it shows maladministration of the revenue which 
has been collected. I have stresed it before and I 
will emphasize i t  again that in this accumulation of 
surpluses the Government has only robbed the com- 
nlunity of $B% million; I put i t  as bluntly as that. 
If the Government had! collected this money and used 
it for the many essential purposes which they could 
find, we could not speak of them as having robbed 
the community; to collect $81/2 million in taxation 
and put in a Reserve Fund is definitely doing a dis- 
service to the community. If this money had been 
left in the hands of the taxpayers, they would cer- 
tainly have used it in  one way or the other to- 
wards the reduction of unemployment; the only justi- 
Gable reason for the collection of this money was if 
the Government was going to re-distribute i t  in 
social ways among the classes who are so direly in 
need of it. When you hlave failed to do that you have 
robbed the community of money; I am not saying 
that to impose high taxation is a wrong policy, but 
i t  is definitely a wrong policy if you collect taxation 
as a surplus and least of all should it be indulged 
in by a Socialist regime. Surplus and taxation have 
e vital relationship; if you are collecting money for 
a social use, that is all well and good, otherwise the 
money should be left in the hands of the taxpayers 
who can, use it for investment. 

I do not agree with spending these large sums 
of money on Capital Expenditure; I think that Capi- 
tal Expenditure should be met from loan funds, 
especially in a like this because you can 
nlidertake loans. It is bad financing to-establish capi- 
tal development out of current revenue; that devel- 
opment should be taken from loan funds. The hen. 
Premier spoke haltingly and gave the impression that 
he was in doubt that they would collect the necessary 
lean financing the Water Harbour; but I 
do not see he have any doubt 
about that a t  all. The BTitish Government should be 
approached for this loan and I thinK the hon. Pre- 
rnier should have enough influence or vnongh friends 
at  court, to use his popular phrase, ro acquire this 
loan for this necessary development. That is one 
way in which a t  least for a few years, they will ab- 
sorb some of the unemployment in this island. 

I do not a p e e  with who think that sub- 
sidisation should be abolished; subsidisation of es- 
sentid footstuffs is one of the commendable warn for 
the re-distribution of income, which is the main par- 
pose or should be the main Purpose of high taxation; 
but I agree that the Government is subsidising the 
lT\-roq things. w e  should have a comprehensive 
scheme for subsidising the dairy industry in this 
colony; milk, which is an e ~ e n t i a l  food the lack of 
which might be the cause of our high infant mortal- 
ity, should be so subsidised that it could be sold at 
one-half the price at which it is now b~jngr sold, so 
that mothers and children can get that food which 
i;, so essential to the life and health of both of them. 

A 5  to our agricultural policy. I do not like to 
use phrases. but for the love of heaven. do not let the 
Government use arable estates for any cane cultiva- 
tion; let them use these estates for the production of 
articles to be used locally as an addition to the food 
supply of the colony. h t  them use one of the largest 
@etLaten;: for the dairy industry exc~lusivelp; let them 
.:et a New Zealander out here ancl let him manage 

one of thesa estates as an  exclusive dairy farm for the 
purpose of having dairying M a secondary industry 
to sugar cane. I do not have much hope of indus- 
trialisation as a means of reducing employment; from 
m y  reading of the scientific development of ag~icul- 
ture, I have hope that if an agricultural policy is 
purpued to that purpose, the production of t b  
colony ~vould be almost daubled from dairying. Let 
us eiiztark on the dairy industry so that the importa- 
tion of items such m table 'butter, condensed and 
powdered milk, will be considerably reduced. If it 
will not be unnecessary to import them, and there 
you have a means of providing employment for peol- 
ple even greater than that afforded by the sugar in- 
dustry because employment will be provided all the 
year round. That will bring about a g]-eat reduction 
of unemployment. 

I appreciate the grant of money for carrying out 
an unemployment survey, only if that survey will 
help us with the speeific categories of unemployment. 
The Blood Committee on Unemployment was ap. 
pointed some time ago and the findings of that 
Committee provide a sound foundatloll on which 
the Cabinet should proceed to lessen this evil pqob- 
lem. They need not wait to see if it is absolutely 
necessary to have this unemployment survey. 

I cannot refrain from making reference to two 
and three persons having to occupy a aingle bed 
a t  the Hospital when there is a surplus of $84/2 mil 
lion in the Treasury; there is ncr excuse fq any 
such state of affairs existing. I am glad to see 

! that a substantial amount of money has been grmw 
for medical services and there may be some capital 
development scheme taking place, but the entire 
m o u n t  of money should be spent without any 
capit21 development. This state of affairs of hav 
ing two and three people occupying one bed sbodd 
only exist in a place where there is chronic destitu- 
tion; in parts of India and Africa where there is 

destitution, there may be some justification 
such poor services, but there is no 

tscation for putting two and three people in one 
bed in the Hospital in Barbados. That is a cm- 
demnation of the Medical Department of the Gov- 
ernment; now that there is a Cabinet where 
individual Ministers are responsible for their De. 
partments, the blame for anything like this erisking 
for very much longer rest squarely on the 
shoulders of the Min*ter of 

There is a lot of opposition to our educational 
policy; I am convinced that this colony is spending 
twice as much on education as the value it gets fm 
it. The result of owr, education will be tested in 
the streets; how many useful citizens do we p*ae 
in this colony? we meet people who a;e 
cause of several illegitimate families; we want re- 
spons.%le citizens and if education is worth its name 

~ 1 1  produce thereby responsible citizene from 
angle. I think that that is the least observa- 

ble result of otlr educational system. 
To return to our agricultural policy, I have 

heard complaint to the Minister for Agricul- 
ture about the lack of quality in our feed. 
I an1 not competent to jlzdge the correctness of this 
or not; the Mini~ter for Agriculture should investi- 
gate these complaints and see if people are getting 

' value for the money they are paying for animal 
feed, because the development of livestock is an 
important means of assisting unemployment. 

Sir, I began by talking of thle surplus and I 
am now asking Government to consider i t  as its dutv 
to get rid of, as far as possible, the surplus which 
5s being accumulated. I have already condemned 
Government for settiny up the Revenue Eaualisation 
Fund and I have on many occasions p in ted  out 
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that in an underdeveloped eouununity such as thir, ) tact that we are up a g a d t  a period of reors4loq 
we cannot aftord to piuk up money and invest it 1 tnerefore, to think in terms of our havlng achleved 
abroad. I t  is high time that that policy should &top. something by a~cumulatlng a surplus of &8,UUU,Ow 
As I have said, Goverpment %not a private business, over the past iew years and to beat our chests and 
t h ~ e f o ~ e ,  it should not act as if it were one 111 laud ourselve6 over ~t is not a wlse th~ng at thls 
its &fiscal policy. &,vernment has m e w  of annexing ume ; in truth and fact, we can be heaalng ~IIL.,  

its revenue by the M-ent of taxation; no busi- danger from this apex or prosperity. Make no WS- 

n e s  firm has that means; it just has to @pend on take auout it, lt 1s very apparent that indatlon has 
its sales. A business firm may advertise its wares, caught up with US, and if you take a glance at thr.. 
but advertisement is in itself m expense; advertis- blg rnanuhcturing countrles On the continent YOU 

ing does not always meall the inevitability of rising wdl see that the same thing is happenill€? in thme 
sdles. countries. 

I am convinced that the days when our crop As I have said, a recession in trade is on and 
was restricted to less than 150,000 tons are passed, we are going to see a break in ours.  his is not said 
therefore this squeamish way of collecting taxation with a y  intention to scare anybody into elosiug 
as if next year may be so poor that you must put up like a four o'clock flower but I do want to warn 
up for a rainy day is wrong. High taxation is only against the impending situation. We must face fats.  
judsed and has only been accepted by the people We have just seen the end of the Korean War m d  
who have to pay for it if the policy of the Govern- there is no doubt about it, that war has had a tre- 
ment is redistribution of wealth. It  is justifiable mendous effect on the West Indies in one way or 
in England. I make this quotation: "It can truly another. Added to that, it does appear as if there is 
be sai4 that poverty in the acute sense in whieh it savage competition among a lot 01 manufmturing 
was known to many of the other genei-ations, some centres and because many of them are in dZtIculties, 
of whom are still alive, is all but non-existent ill Great they are disposing of their manufactured products 
Britain to-day. Improvements in the social services at cheap prices. Indeed, Sir, much has been said 
are always possible but it does appear at first sight about the finances of the colony, but if you had. 
as if the machinery wh'ich is req&ed for the devia- noticed carefully, you would have noticed that in 
ting of sickness and want has now been completed" a11 those speeches, there was that persistent ring of 
This machinery is high taxation. Sir, 1 was oppo~cd caution, if not fear. Two or three years WO when 
to the plan for higher taxation in this colony when the opportunities were really ripe for Government 
we discussed the F i v e - Y ~  Plan and at that time I to inorease taxation, I think you will remember that 
predicted that as a result of the taxation plans that 1: was rather exhaustive in criticising the Govern- 
we would have got t u ~  ~t w r ~ 1 ~  of $1,6w,0oa ment for not getting in money when it was easily 
I maintain that we have right it unl* available. Sir to gloat over the fact that we have 
we are prepared to fall in line with the machinery been blessed with a surplus of $8,000,000 is really 
which I referred to as obtaining in the United hothing in itself to be happy about; least of all now 
Kingdom, that is the machinery which means the that there is a socialist G~~~~~~~~ in power. 
redistribution of the wealth of the community. Money has its value only in its usage and there is 

Sir, our housing c~nditions in the country dis- ,SO to be done by this Government that eve11 
tricts are deplorable. I literally appalled if it were a good thing to build up a large surplus, 
see the houses which were in existence in Welch the question would be whether it would be a good 
Village, St. John. As a lnatter of when I thing for this Government to have a surplus of saw them, I felt I was a stranger in my own country. ~8,000,000~ We can substantially redistribute the wealth of the What I am worrying is if the Govern- 'pending more On housing ?eeds' We ment is really aware of what is takiq place in the can also spend more on our medical mmces. I do world and is trying to find out how it is going to hope that the Governmat would reconsider its bud- 
get along those lines. The budget by the Govern- affect us. I think that the trend in the present world 

merit should spell its social policy. ~f G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~  conditions will call for a great amount of executivt 
budget is one of high taxation, it should mean an ability to combat with the changing circumstanoes. 
alleviation of sickness and want and unless it b s  I "flee that these estimates were more or less 
that meaning under the present regime, fie colony handled 'by the old Executive Committee. Norv that 
w o u l ~  be better if it without high taxation. we have with us a Government with Ministers who 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, it ie unfortunate w511 be responsible to the people for the running 
of the Government, we expeot that the financial that I should have to speak at this late hour-it is affairs of the colony will be handled much better going on to midnightpartic~larly after almost 

twelve hours' sitting but I do want to express my than they were in recent years. The question of 
views on the budget, therefore, I must content my- planning for the future is something that is also 
self with speaking at this late hour. I do not believe wOrr@ng me. 
any Trade Unionist would be in agreement with It is hinted in the Memorandum to the Estim- 
dtting for these long hours as we are doing now. ates that there is likely to be some curtailment in 
Sir, tbere has been much talk in partly all of the the production of sugar. I see no reason why there 
speeches by honourable members about a healthy' ~llould be any fear in that respect. The answer to 
bndqet, buoyant fin,mces, and of all. the things that that question can be found in the intensification of 
go to make one feel easy when he thinks of the posi- our agricultural system. There is no doubt about 
tion of the country financially, however, I must 5t, we can find ways and means to utilise our land 
confess that I am afraid that this period of unequal- to better advantage. As I see it, we are at present 
led prosperity which we are enjoying at the present jmporting a lot of corn meal and I feel that we 
cm only be regarded W a pointer to a period\ d could grow more corn over here to prevent our 
recmsion. I thhk this country like all the other importing so much of that commodity. I feel that 
countries has reached the apex of inflation. I must, we can grow as much corn to serve our requirements 
further confess it is my belief that inflation with if we just subject ourselves to a &ange in 
which we are catch in^ up is not caused by any design agricultural system. It is true to say that the co~n 
of our own or any wrong decision of Government which we grow locally is not advantageous to man- 
or even private enterprise. Its cauise is something ufacture in corn mal  because of the high percen- 
over which we have no control. We must face the tage of oil that is in it but that can be overcome 
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by sepaxation. We have the cassava factory whlcn 
would be able to grind our corn into meal for us 
and i t  is only short of a bit of equipment that would 
be necessary to separate the oil but that can be 
obtained in a matter of weeks. That oil would not 
be wasted; as a matter of fact, corn oil is equal to  
olive oil which is used as a salad and it is mucii 
better than the edible oil which we now use for 
cooking. I can tell you that our imported corn meal 
is only the residue from corn. I think i t  is known 
that in  large countries, they take the best of the 
corn for making corn flakes and such niceties and 
I believe we can even go as far as obtaining 
machinery to do this because a lot of i t  is sold over 
here. 1 am therefore asking the Minister of Agricul- 
ture to make some notes on this. I will also be happy 
to discuss my ideas on this matter with him. 

There are also prospects of our establishing a 
milk scheme which would benefit everybody. 1 a111 
not going far  as to say that we need that large 
highfalutin scheme of a milk pasteurization plant 
but I feel that Govermnent should form a Coopera- 
tive bringing in all the peasants with their few 
heads of cattle and if that is done we can get enough 
milk to go a long way in supplying our wants. If 
Government can form that cooperative, I do not 
think that we would need that milk pasteurization 
plant for another sixty Years; all that we would need 
is the Batch type of milk pastuerizatioln which is 
the type of plant that is now used in Jamaica and 
other small countries. I do not believe \V@ are fully 
aware of the importance of our establishing a milk 
scheme along such lines as I have suggested. I t  
would need Government 'S cooperation and the 
reason why we find i t  difficult to establish the 
scheme is because we have some big people in the 
business who for petty reasons do not want the 
peasant to share in  the profits. Jarnaica used to im- 
port m0 tom of powdered milli a year but since the 
Nestles company were brought into that country, 
not only are they producing sufficient milk for local 
requirements, but they are also producing sufficient 
to export 200 tons of poiwdered milk. Of course, this 
does not mean that Barbados is in  a similar position 
as this colony. I n  the first place, we have nothing 
of the pasture land which Jamaica has for the rear- 
ing of cattle. WE can however improve our cattle, 
as we are doing, and here I must pause to say that 
in this resnect we have our Veter ins9  Officer, Dr. 
Proverbs, doing a mamificent job. 

What alarms m e  is when I look a rmnd  and see the 
pieces of land here and there that are lying fallow. 
I think i t  is criminal in  this small island to allow 
land to lie fallow. I say this from the depths of my 
heart. I t  is not the amount of money that Govern- 
merit has at its control; i t  is exactly what you sue- 
ceed in doing with it. A government can have a lot 
of money, but it can throw it away in a lot of wild 
cat schemes. 

Another thing, Sir, is that as the result of ~e 
last year we had eweet potatoes in exce#, and 

so mu& so, that some were exported. The question 
5s: can we afford to export to Trinidad our sweet 
potatoes a t  a price of 4% cents per pound when we 
are buying animal feed a t  14% cents per pound? We 
have tne Cassava Factory which I think can help us 
in a balanced animal feed, but it is a ques- 
tion of knowing the technicaj know-how. I think what 
this Government wants, more than anything else, is ;l 

understanding of the possibilities of this coun- 
try. What we want is drive, grit and blood-and the 
people wia, the bow-how. If we appoint the right peo- 
*le to the Development Board and get people to tell 
us how best we can start with our milk scheme, and 
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things of that sort, I am sure that i n  two years' time, 
you will be surprised to see the changed outlook of 
the country. As I was saying, we must also pay some 
attention to aur  production of a suitable animal feed. 
We should be able to produce a good enough feed 
for animals a t  about 5y2 cents per pound or at the 
most, h d f  of the price of the imported stuff. 

I think it * i~ ;  very fortunate that we have 
established a wax factory. I a y  that with some feel- 
ing, presumption and strength on my part. It b r i ~ s  
to my mind a talk &ich I had - a talk with Sir 
John saint  while we were in Jamaica aboult a n  idea 
which I had in  mind about filter press mud. I told 
hi" that I felt that filter Press mud which was 
being thrown away contained about 20 t o  30 Per 
cent of Crude protein, which if given to pigs in 
combination with other food stuffs would fat- 
ten and grow, them to market size 'in eix 
months. we ta&ed the whole thing over Ad he 
suggested he woa make an experiment of it. Sir 
John too w o r r y i q  over what could be done to 

the cost of animal feed. B~~~~~~ - I think 
it was a Sunday nlorning-Bir John Saint telephoned 
me and told me that he had made an experiment of 

I had told him alld had found out that I was 
right. He said that he h a  managed to raise a pig 
in six months to give him 180 pounds of pork from 
the experiment. As a matter of fact, that morning 
he was making ham from one of the legs. Sir John 
I.,imelf never believed up  to then that there was so 
much food value in filter press mud. ~f I may 
digress, I would say that  this country like most coun- 
tries in the world is mainly agricultural, but we must 
bear in mind that everything comes from the go& 
earth which is still anxious to serve'rn if we develop 
it. If we fail to develop it, of course, i t  is going to 
run away in  grass because mother nature makes her 
own provision to take care of the animals. 

Getting back to the question of producing pota- 
toes, i t  is a fact that the big plarntatiom can pmduce: 
an abundance of vegetables. They can produce 

. more *an what they do now even under the p r e n t  
conditions. But, here again, it is a question of plant- 
ers looking back a t  statistics. They reason this wnu. 
I will only plant five acres in vegetables this yea- 
because last year, I had diffimlty in selling what was 
produced from ten acres. If Government could present 
those people with a marketing scheme which would 
take care of the vegetables they produce and wowd 
guarantee them with a reasonable price for  it, I am 
sure that within the next five or six years they could 
produce as much potatoes and corn as to esrve our re- 
quirements. Government, could by foresight, take tbp 
corn and send it to  its fac4ory to  produce a corn meal 
everybody would appreciate. As I have said already, 
i t  would only need a little more equipment a t  the 
Cassava Factory to manufacture this meal and Jh: 
equipment could be bought from Canada at  the pres- 
ent time. I am saying that we can produce a b e t e r  
type cornmeal than we import a t  present; it is o$y 
a question of our applying ourselves to it. 1 bpe  
the Minister of Agriculture would take notes on these 
things give them a 

Mr. Speaker, we have never had any trouble 
with our public debt nor need we fear over it. As a 
matter of fact, of the outstanding loans which we have 
a t  the moment, half can be made recoverable by the 
Sinking Fund. What we must be atware of, as I have 
said in my opening remarks, is that the continent 
is producing bigger and better than before and we 
must see how that situation is going t o  &ect not o* 
ourselves but  the West Indies as a whole. I believe 
Government is aware of its responsibility in  this re- 
spect. I can point to something which is i n  the air 
now. If you look into the stores both in Broad 



Swan Streets, you will see a single comnlodlty of thz 
same quality a t  different prices a t  each store. As soon 
9s you see that, you can interpret what is blappening. 
As soon as you find the people in commerce talking 
about "A Sale Now On," and "15% Reduction on 
all goods," you h o w  that they are carrying high 
priced stocks and that the markets are changing. 

I would just like to make a point or two with 
respect to the Deep Water Harbour Scheme. In  
a small under-developed country like Barbados, I 
consider it is a wicked thing to get local 10- on 
large projects such as Deep Watesr Harbour Scheme. 
1 think i t  would be a f a r  better thing to let money 
lenders from the Mother Country lend the money 
for this venture so that local individuals can lend 
for  the country's expandion. I see that the figurC 
given for the Deep Water Harbour Schemf 
is $20,000,000. Not only will it be the largest amount 
of money that this Government ever borrowed but 
i t  is about five times as much as what it was esti 
mabed to cost when the scheme was reported on. 
tlowever, I do not think that the amount is too much 
to borrow. If you are  thinking in  terms of a sur 
plus of $8,000,000, then there is validity of your 
borrowing $20,000,000. Again, you must bear in  
mind that the Harbour Schenze eventually woulcl 
pay' for itself. I feel that this colony can pay back 
that  $aO,00,000 in 15 or 20 years without feeling 
it. As I examine the scheme, I estimate that $12,- 
000,000 of the amount will be spent in the countq 
over the five years that i t  will take to construct. 
I also visualise that the engineers will be able to 
build it in piers which could harbour about three 
ships, so that you will be able to use p a ~ t s  of it 
as they are finished before the whole scheme is 
completed. Again, I would say that $20,0(20.00 is 
r.ot beyond our resources to bororw. We must look 
at  it in  accordance. with our budget of $12,000,000 
to-day. We must also bear in  mind that  right now 
St. Lucia is being used as an unloa,ding centre, but 
you can imagine what would happen if we produce 
a deep water harbour which will be the first port 
of call in  these parts from the Atlantic. This is a 
case which I think you need not brood over the 
possibilities. I t  will be profitable and believe me, 
Sir, it is necessary'. 

My last word to the Gov5rnment is with re- 
spect to its policy on the purchase of sugar for local 
consumption. I think it was ~eckkssness and abject 
carelessness on the part of Government when i t  de- 
cided to buy sugar for local consumption on the 
U.K. quota price. Last year it was bought at  that 
price and the lowest grade was subsidised. Now, 
while that was being done, the "free sugar" was 
sold at a price fa r  beneath that which the Govern- 
ment bought theirs to supply the very people who 
produced it. Let me warn the Government if it de- 
cides that its allocation of sugar for local consump- 
tion should be bought on the same basis as the last 
price obtained for i t  in the U.K. market. i t  canmt 
hope of getting any reduction i n  the cost of living 
for the people. Sir, you cannot talk about reducing; 
the cost of living unless you talk of reducing thc 
]>rice of locally grown produce first. It you reducc~ 
your price on sugar sold locally, that is, if 
you allow the people to buy it a t  the samc3 
price that it is sold in open market. you will 
be giving an immense saving to the average man. 
The ordinary individual has not the opportunity of 
buying tihe best grade refined sugar produced local- 
Iv for his own use f a r  less the imported high grade 
r4neci sugar. I think i t  is unfortunate that the 
individual who helps to produce the sugar should 
be riven the lowest grade of sugar. but even if that 
is so, he should be given it as chcaply as possible. 

1 do hope the Government would go into this ques- 
tion. 1 consider that one of the vital things in  this 
conununity is to se,e that sugar is sold to the people 
at  the cheapest price possible. 

Sir, when the House goes into Comnlittee on 
the various heads of expen$ture, I will have some- 
thing more to say. I will only just say now in pass- 
ing that I hope Government will attempt some little 
scheme whereby small producers can come together. 
I know that they are aware of the necessity for 
getting together and are now willing and anxious 
so to do but would like this Government to create 
the instrument of co-operation and put  i t  over to 
them. As I have said, if you create a co-operative 
among these small producers, you will be able 
to produce an animal feed a t  a cheaper price than 
that imported. You will be surprised to see that you 
will be able to keep your existing Cassava Factor) 
working 24 hours every day. I will ask Government 
to be aware of its responsibility in this matter; act 
now; do not wait for the storm to crack. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Jfr. Speaker, it is getting 
on to Friday morning and on account of that, I do 
not think any honourable member should indulge in 
any more long speeches and, as a matter of fact, if 
one or two points which I regard as important had 
not escaped attention and which I feel should be 
adequately emphasized, 1 would not have considered 
i t  necessary for me to rise to my feet. I n  consider- 
ing the Colonial Estimates, one naturally reviews 
the whole situation of the colony and the financial 
aspeots of it, but I will leave that to the many finan- 

I ciers who are around this horse-shoe table. There 
are, however. other matters which have not received 
attention and I will say a word or two on them in 
order to draw Government's attention to them. 

.Now, Sir, the question which I think is in- 
extricably bound up with the Estimates is the 
question of the administration of justice. I t  is 
dealt with under specific heads with which one 
would be able to deal with item by item when the 
occasion arises, but  with regard to the general 
policy on that questtion one must i ~ k  the Gtpvep 
ment, or to be more emphatic, the Minister respon- 
sible for that part of the Government's policy, what 
is Government's attitude to the continuance of act- 
ing judiciary appointments? What I must stress i n  
doing so is that in any civilised community noth- 
ing is of greater importance than the administra- 
tion of justice in a proper and impartial manner. 
That could never be said to be the case in this 
eolony to-day. One of the lamentable things which 
Gccurs in this respect is the inexplicable delay in  the 
appointment of a most competent and senior judici- 
3ry officer. &en apart from that the question of 
the incidence of acting appointments 'is fa r  too 
many. There are to-day, not less than three persons 
who are acting as Magistrates and for quite a time. 
That should not be so. There are many people who 
are interested in judiciary appointments other than 
those who are on the Bench. As it is, one cannot 
but question the policy of the continuing of acting 
judiciary appointments indefinitely, and particular1:- 
because in the case of a$ing appointments, there is 
greater cost for travell'mg than in respect of a 
 ers son who is appointed to a magistracy. I n  the 
interest of justic*, I must implore the honourable 
Minister in charge to remember the Courts where 

I he once had to ~vork and take the necessarv action 
I to see that this deplorable state of affairs does not ' continue any longer. Sir, unless people feel that 

they can ~o into Her Majesty's Courts and get 
British justice, i t  is impossibIe to get a contented, 
and happv community. They cannot feel that way 

I no111 about our Courts of justice for reasons which 
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are obvious and which I would not repeat on this 
historic night. 

s i r ,  mention has been made of the Ecclesiastical 
Establishment a d  it is a source of grave concern to 
me when one c.ntinua to see under this Head- 
Ecclesiastical-the sum of $11'1,00~ of which $100,000 
is expended on the horn the 
Anglican Church. Sir, even up to this day there are 
certain branches of the Anglican Church which are 
behaving in a manner other than the teachings of 
their creed; in a manner similar to the Dutch Re- 
fr.rmed church in south Africa which has re=hed 
low water mark in the British Empire. When one 
considers that $101,520 is expended in respect of the 
Anglican Church in this community, of which the 
bulk seems to go to the Vicars who collect the tidy 
sum of $60,480, and the next highest amount of 
$25,200 to the Rectors, one must wonder when we 
have one of these rectors-the Rector of St. George- 
actually racially discriminating in the reception into 
his Church betweell the space of two or three dhys of 
person3 of ttvo different colours who sought to be- 
come members of that Church and the Anglican 
Establi-rhment. I t  is well known that recently that 
Rector had confirmation services held for three white 
ladies on one day and for coloured persons on mother 
day-two separate days in  one week. Sir, the Angli- 
can Church is supported out of the taxpayers money 
and the taxpayers of this colony are of every colour 
Although the Anglican Church is alleged to be the 
Church of God whose teaching is to bring all persons 
into its fold without any discrimination, we find 

should depart from the long established practice of 
~~s*usciciating a military character to our Police l+-orce 
1~0 t  only of the military titles which certain of the 
Ofificers very much like, but of the soldiery usage 
tile Force. 1 think we all would like to have a k'0lice 
E'orce whifih is non-military particularly in  view of 
the fact that we have the Barbados Regiment. Arms 
and ammunition should ~ r e d o w n a n t l ~  be a matter 
for the Barbados Regiment; we should like to see 
that item less and less a matter for the Police De- 
partment. We should like to  see the amount of $2,880 
for arms and ammunition which We have to  consider 
later on under the Head,--Police, - form part  of 
another amount of $5,000 for a similar purpose un- 
der the Head,-Barbad~ Although it 
may be all well and good that  I should refer to this 
matter, perhaps I need not worry myself with i t  tc)o 
much because, there may be, when the new Commis- 
sioner of Police whom I am convinced, has a n  un- 
mually honest appearance for a Police Officer, ~ h o  
bears a surname which is nenowned in this Chamber 
and who comes here under favourable and fortunate 
auspices, takes up his duties i n  full a marked im- 
provement in the running of the Force by his seeing 
to it that i t  is established on the civil basis which 
kad been recommended as essential for  its good 
ranning. 

Another matter in regard to general policy to 
which I would now refer is the question of casual 
labour in the Public Works, Waterworlrs and H. & T. 
Departments. This matter is the subject of remarks 

I every now and then in this House. The question of 
racial discrimination happecing in  the Anglican I 
Church in Barbados and yet we are asked to con- 
tinue to contribute to that institutiolil. Should we con- 
tinue to give tribute to an  institution which refuses 
to turn its head against racial prejudice? Should me 
continue to contribute to an  institution which says 
tleat there must be one reception into its fold for 
people who are born of Barbadian plantocracy and 
another reception for Barbadians born of lowly birth ? 
Sir, what has appeared in  the public Press has not 
even been contradicted %y the Rector of St. George. 
therefore, it mu& be taken as true. As I have said, 
this is a matter for  the Cabinet which is now com- 
prised of Ministers to consider. I mill ask that they 
give consideration before the preparation of next 
year's estimates to the essential matter of the d i s ~  
endowment and diwstablishment of the Anglican 
Church. I will go as f a r  as to stake that it should not 
be too gradual; i t  should be something which &ould 
come about in the lifetime of the oldest of US in thie 
Chamber. It is .unfair for US to  continue to contribute 
to an  institution which not only displays racial dis- 
crimination but  which is also a burden on those Per- 
sons who are of other denominational persuasion 
and who of net-ssity must contribute t o  the upkeep 
of their denomination. 

Again, Sir, I am, dealing with matters of general 
policy. Now that the Government, which is comprised 
of fellow west  Indians like ourselves, and has a de- 
ciding voice untrammelled by the voice of the import- 
ed officials, I t h i n .  the Ministm in eharge of the Pol- 
iee Departmeat might well do a little research as fa r  
back as the year of the publication of Superintendent 
C,alverYs report so as to remind himself of the em- 

policy concerns eitherr the honourable MinisJer in 
charga of Labour or his colleague, the Minister in 
charge of Public Works. I have always contended 
and put up for consideration to those honourable 
members that just as private employynrs in Bridge- 
town-and you cannot find any worse than them- 
give half-days whlen there is cricket or races without 
,any deduction from pay to their employees, Govern- 
ment should do no less than they. After all, 
employees are humm beings and i t  is a fact that 
the quality or quantity of work which you can get 
from them when happenings such as cricket h takipg 
place is negligible. Everyone of them concentrates 
by the nearest radio over mhiat is taking place apd 
i t  would be kinder if you gave them the half-day 
off, Those employees would come back the next 
day not only blessing the Government but exercising 
themselves in almost super-human fashion to show 
their appreciation. I would exhort officials of the 
local Trade Union to join with me in this campaign 
or crusade to get time off for  these casual labourers 
of Government without any reduction from their 
pay. Mr. Speaker, if the mwchants of Bridgetown 
did not feel that they were getting returns from 
their employees when they gave such half&olidays, 
they would not allow their employem a half-second 
off. These merohants and private employers do gee 
'a comesponding improvement in the working of_ their 
employers in appreciation of the magnanimous 
attitude towards them. Let this Government which 
represents the people give a similar benefit. 

Another matter of general policy which I com- 
, mend to the consideration of Government and for ' which they have twelve months to consider, is the 

phasis that was placed by the il~vestigating officer 
upon the non-military character of the Police Force. 
Gne cannot forget that report when one looks at the 
Estima.tes and sees the amount for arms and ammu- 
nition and things of that kind. Superintendent Calver 
recommended certain things which this colony should 
adopt with regard to its Police Force and I consider 
that one of fhe most important recommendations in his 
report, and which is the most essential, is that we 

question of equal pay for male and female teachem. 
I would really like Government to conqider this m&- 
ter before the next Estimates so that equal pay for 
each could be set down in  them. I t  d m  not, matter 
if there is any precedent for it. I am always 
cerned with principles. Establishing a precdent  is 
nothing wrong; especially when you are establishing 
a good precedent. I do hope the honourable senior 
member for St. Michael and the honourable s e ~ o r  
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member for St. Thomas, behind the closed doors of 
the Cabinet, would do as they used to do before, bpt 
even with greater zeal, more emphasis. more 
vehemence and increased enthusiam in the cause of 
equal pay for women as for men who are employgd 
in  the Government Slervice and especially should 
this be W in  the one thing for whlch they can- 
not even be suggested that there is a difference, that 
is in the Teaching Sewice. I hope we will see the 
results in this respect with the presentation of the 
next annual Budget. 

Now, Sir, there has been a certain amount of 
recognition by the payment of legislators a few years 
ago and the modest increase which was put  on a sh01-U 
while ago, of the service one renders to one's C O U ~ ~ W  
in  these hard times. I feel if we accept that a. a 
right principle, there is no justification for not apply- 
ing it in the case of jurors. I n  looking a t  the 
Colonial Estimates one is reminded only too forcibly 
that jurors a t  the Court of Grand Ses6ioqs receive 
the same sum of $1.54 per 4ay in this year of grace 
a s  they received in the year 1891. Like legislators 
they me doing a public duty but while they are doing 
so, their time is being used up  and in consequence, 
their families are deprived of their earning capaci$y 
between one to six weeks through their inability to 
pursue their normal vocations. Having recognised 
the principle in respect of payment of legislators for 
the public service they render, one should also 
recognise the principle of adequate pay for jurors 
who sit in  judgment on their fellowmen so that his 
pocket should not be empty when he has to make 
decisions. Some of these jurors have to pay as much 
as 52c. per day f m  bus-fare to and from their homes. 
That leaves them with only $1.02 an4 if a juror is not 
empanelled he has to get some lunch out of that. You 
can see what remains to serve hiis family. sir, it is 
no w e  far  us to be like ostrichs burying our beads 
in  the sand; we-should look a t  this matter from a 
logical point of mew. I do admit that lt an  honour 
to be summoned as a juror but we must not bok  at  
it only 'in this manner. While it is a grand thing to  b@ 
honoured by being the Lord Bishop of Barbados or 
Governor and Commander-in-chief of Ehrbados and 
to be so titled, these are not honorary pas% nor d~ 
their holders get nominal pay;  individuals ho ld i~g  
those posts get enough to have their minds relieved 
of the worry of finances so that they e m  perform 
their duties with a clear head and honest heart. Mr. 
Speaker, i t  is essential that one's financial worries 
should not be burdensome when One t*g 
unravel difficult problems in  the administration of 
criminal justice. I trust this matter which has been 

matter of long delayed action will be the subject 
of some consideration between now and the ~ r a e n t a -  
tion of the next Colonial Estimates. 

r 

the Government's financial ability to do SO. I submit 
that it is the duty of the Government to make at 
ieast a token p r o v i ~ o n  in this respect. Let i t  not 
be said that a t  election time we promised everything 
but we have not put i t  into execution.. I repeat that 
some move should be made to provide the children 
of the Elementary Schools who are unable to pay 
for it, a free, hot mid-day meal and to ths Yull extent 
of the Government's financial ability to do SO; that 
tvill enable to reap greater benefits from our edu- 
cational outlay. 

What benefit do the children derive from attend- 
ing the schools in the afternoon with their stomachs 
empty ?-Absolutely none. We should not let it be 
said that we put forward a policy for the purpose of 
getting votes, but after three years or so we have 
not even made a beginning with a token scheme. I 
submit that between now and next year i t  is the 
duty of the Government to db the maximum they 
can in order t o  satisfy the public. Let us not forget 
that in addition to the pdicy xve put forward of 
providing a free, hot mid-day meal for those child- 
ren who are unable to pay for it and to the extent 
of the Government's financial ability to d]o so, we 
also expressed our belief in the policy of giving free 
secondary education in this colony, again in accord- 
ance with the c~lony's  financial ability to give it. 
We are all looking forward to the next Colonial Esti- 
mates to see Government proposals in respect of free 
secondary education; we do not expect that all sec- 
ondai-~i education will be free or that every child i n  
tile Xlementary Schools will be given a free, hot 
mid-day meal, but we expect that a start will be made 
lc this direction. Any start, except a false start, is 
essential. 

I cannot help referring to the question of the  
~rtilii ibillllci~~~ UI a Govrr~~n~ci l t  prlntery. & we 
look at  these Estimates we see that we are voting 
$90,000 this year for  Government printing; last year 
the amount voted was $84,000, in the year before 
that it was $83,961 and in the year before that it 
was $70,993, and this expenditure does not include 
Stationery. Is it not apparent how heavily we are 
carrying on a form of subsidisation there? We are 
subsidising a private Company there and we are 
obviously that private Company's best customer. 1 
feel that it would not be beyond the resources and 
ability of the present Cabinet to initiate the necessary 
steps for the establishment of a Government Printery. 

A Government Printery is like the Deep Water 
Harbour; what we regard as small islands we will 
find a Government Printery in pradically each of 
them. ~h~ people from those ishh are amaa;ed 
when they come here and we tell them that there is 
no such thing a Government PrinteTy in this island ; 
people from other colonies are amazed when they 

Our, educational establishment is a matter to come to Barbados and find that the steamer is fa r  
which I shall make some reference. I will remind out in  the harbour and they have to  get a boat so; 
honourable members of this House and particularly as to come ashore. You will find a Deep Water Har- 
honourable members of the Cabinet, that the elec- bour in places such as St. Lucia, Grenadla, Curacao, 
torate expected and still expect and will continue to Aruba and Trinidad-places which me on many 
expect so long as the present Labour Party is in occasions desc~ibe as being backward in many re- 
power, that they will hear something and see some spects; we are on a par  with St. Vincent when i t  
fruit  in connection with which so much mention was comes to a Deep Water Harbour. St. Vincent, Domi- 
made a ~ d  so much publicity was give:l-social ser- nica and Montserrat are in the same position whera 
viees and education-during the last election cam- a Deep Water Harbour is concerned. but it seems 
paiyn and which endeared the Party's policy to such as if in Barbados a move is being made along Sir  
R considerable numbelr of the electorate. Let us not Dougla Ritchie's recommendation. The Ministers 
forget that the people who put  the Labour Party 1 will spend some sleepless nights until they can find 
here, had in their minds; among other things and a solution to the matters which I have mentioned; 
were looing forward to it-the carrying out of the I think I have covered most of the ground which has 
Party's promise expressed in the publication not been sufficiently covered in my opinion and i t  
"Labour Marches On7'-the provision of a hot mid- is suffic4ently early in the morning to give other hon- 
day meal free to those Elementary School children ourable members an oppor t~~ni tv  to expatiate on the 
who are unable to pay for it, and to the extent of Rudget. 



Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I suggest that if there is 
any other honourable member who wants to speak 
he should speak now. 

Mr. E. K. WBLCOTT: At this hour of the 
morning I am not accustomed to be aw&e and it is 
unfair to ask honourable member# to make speeaher, 
now. After all that has been qaid them is very little 
I had to say and I did not intend to say mythlng at 
all; but if i t  is thought that I should say a few words, 
I am quite willing to do so. I would like to say that 
never before in this Chamber have I heard such 
bitter speeches as those which were made from this 
side of -the horse-shoe, and we have seen the Ministers 
all above the Premier sitting silently, hearing sug- 
g~stions made and doing nothing. Obviously the 
reason is that they have not been sufficiently long 
in their saddle as to be able to ride the horse success- 
fully, and they wait for a call before they rise to 
their feet. One has heard speeches from over here 
and, aq somebody has expressed it, with doctrine 
from the Executive, they seem to become better than 
before. We can appreciate a speech sueh as that the 
honourable junior member for St. Peter has madb, 
and he is not singular in that respect. 

We have heard what will often be the ease in 
Budget Speeches, just a dry set of figures thrown at 
our heads, figures which you could obtain to a large 
extent by looking through this big white book, and 
we have not been given any further explanation of 
policy in truth and in fact than what you could read 
in the Five Year Plan; and you were reminded that 
the Five Year Plan made it unneccessary for a Bud- 
get Speech to be made. Wha* we were waiting to 
hear was the answer to the policy which is advanced 
and which is to be pursued in respect of the subjwte 
for which Ministers were appointed and if they 
would have the right to dictate policy. They were 
bankrupt a month ago and we had hoped that they 
would not be bankrupt today; today you have heard 
suggestions from the backbenchers and suggestions 
from over here. 

I will begin on this note. We find' that the Ad- 
ministrator of this colony has refused to name the 
Opposition and the Leader of the Opposition, and 
we, &om time to time, refer to the Leader of the 
Opposition. If there is no Opposition then there 
5s really no Party system; if there is a Party system 
it admits of a strange form of Party system. I sug- 
gest that if the Head of the Administration finds 
either that there is no Party system or that there is 
an Opposition, he should say so. I am not concerned 
with any leadership of the Opposition; I can afford 
to bring to the notice of the Premier that he should 
decide whether there is an Opposition or not. The 
peculiar thing about it is that they pay a man money 
to occupy the position of Leader of the Opposition 
at such a figure that no man who had been sue- 
cessful in life. would be able to accept the posit- 
ion and do the job, as i t  should be done, pro- 
perlv. Anyone who knows about Party Government 
u~ould think that the Leader of the Opposition 
would have to be paid more than $40 more than the 
ordinary member of the House and he would 
have to occupy an office near the Parliament Build- 
jngs where he could conduct business in opposition 
to the Government. If he must do this work prow 
erly he must have an office to $0 work which seems to 
require five men on the opposlte side to do. Whether 
they are having a Ministerial system or a Party ws- 
tern or not, they will find men in this Assembly will- 
ing to do what they feel should be done far the good 
of the country. 

We have been told that we have the conduct of 
our affair% in our own hand@: I have said that, irre- 
spective of the difference which T may feel from per- 

sons of a different political persuasion, I would sooner 
have the fate of Barbados in the hands of a fellow . 
1Zarbadian than in the hands of another person even 
although l may think that the Barbadian does not 
possess the integrity for holding the position he 
occupies; I believe that we would sooner be in the 
hands of our own people than in the hands of people 
who are "ships passing in the night." But these 
things do not really belong to this Budget. 

If this budget which has been presented to us 
suffers from anything, i t  sufEers from an abundance 
of caution; we may laugh at each other making 
speeches, but they are all good humour. The 
visions of the honourable junior member for St. 
George may not be as practical as he thinks, but they 
show $5. quality which is to be put into the Gov- 
ernment. l\Te now have five honourable members 
who are being paid proper salaries and who will have 
all the time a t  their disposal to serve the colony; 
I hope it is not true that they indulge in their callings 
and draw the salaries which we have awarded them 
definitely on the understanding that they would 
devote their whole time to the business of this island. 

Be that as it may, when one takes up the Budget 
and has a chance of going through it, one could not 
accuse the Premier of being a Socialist. He may 
have called himself a Socialist but he was born a 
Liberal, reared a Liberal and he practised as a Lib- 
eral and if he has Communistic dogmas to present 
to the people so as to get elwted, that is recognised 
as one of the t r i ck  of the trade which are not dis 
honourable. This Budget has no smell of Sacialism 
in i t ;  this is the Budget of a sensible, reasonable 
rrlan facing a situation w'ith a one-crop economy and 
keeping money for a rainy day, as the Premier said 
himself and I said myself as Attorney General acting 
for the Government. I would think that th Premier 
could have risked more on the new system which is 
cbtaining now that he has as advisers probably the 
three most brilliant conservative men in the islarld 
it is possible to have, and you can almost smell their 
wisdom in some of the things which have been donc. 
As a matter of fact, when the Premier W% present- 
ing the figures, he seemed to have been looking ovel. 
his left shoulder to see whom he regarded as being 
his financial adviser in Executive Committee whom 
we regard as a brilliant man. The Estimates show 
what is done in presenting a Company's balance 
sheet and I smell the hand of an auditor in them; 
there is the putting away of sums of money into 
a fund which will be available in case of crisis, col- 
lecting taxation and only fulfilling some of the 
promises made to the colony in the Estimates and 
finishing up year after year with $l% million more. 

I am not altogether blaming the honourable 
member because he has said that he is going to enjoy 
a life-long holding of the Premiership. (Honour- 
able G. H. ADAMS : I said nothing of that sort). I 
heard that or its equivalent. I t  is well that the hon- 
ourable member should keep some of these funds for 
the reasons as he has atatecl in paragraph 4 of the 
raemorandum on the Estimates, and we know tha? 
there are five different matters which may affect the 
island's future economy-reduction in the sugar ex- 
port trade, decrease in the price, the necessity for 
the restriction of the production of sugar-we passed 
an A d  to that effect in 1940-the fourth matter is 
that the crop is dependent upon the weather in any 
event and the fifth is that although the Government 
has  at once taken steps to fight the mealy bug pest 
the danger has not yet been overcome. We know 
that the crop this year is expected to  be somewhere 
in the vicinity of 180,000 tons; of that amount 
132,000 tons are expected to be sold at the rate which 



i6 allowed to people in  the Empire who belong to thr here. If England finds diEculty from the financial 
equivalent of a pool, IO,WO tons for local consump- l a d ,  obviously we will meet not merely with a reduc- 
tion, 4,000 tons for confectionery, 19,000 tons will be 
sold in  the free market, 12,000 tons will be in respect 
of fancy molasses and we will have 4,000 tons without 
any market a t  all. I see that there was, a surplus of 
26,400 tons which has not been s d d  in  Jamaica; I 
take i t  that these facts are well li~lown to the Ciov- 
~ r n m e n t  and therefore they are telling us in. advance 
that the results of their having to bring dowil the 
production will definitely mean that the incollie of 
the country itself will be correspondingly reduced by 
that amount of money which would hare come i11 
from the sale of sugar abroad; there will therefore 

tion in production but a very severe reduction in 
price. That has happened before and i t  will hap- 
pen again. I can say that in  19130 in  the midst of a 
crisis for  the first time I was concerned with the 
Qbve;mment, the British Go~erlument r e f u s ~ d  to 
help us in any way unless we could reckon with the 
$100 thousand which we had saved, in the evwt  of 
a hurricane, i n  a special fund. I admit that Eng- 
land's conscience is a little clearer today, but if she 
finds that Japan, Germany and other countries can 
sell u s  goods at a cheaper price 

At  this stage Mr. SPEAKER left the Ghair, and 
be less money in circulation. The result will be that the Chairman of Committees took the Chair. 
n e  \\ill find ourselves with a innch smaller income I Mr. E.  6. WALCOTT: I was saying, Xr. 
becallse one must remember that if the price of IChairman, that if England finds that countries 
sugar &ops there will be a drop off the profit I such as Japan, Germany and others can sell us goods 
entirely. I 

a t  a price which is much cheaper than hers and she 

Any drop in the price of sugar will not a ~ e c t  can find any excuse or reason for pinning us down 

the income which the ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t  will receive this 
year because tax tkis year is calculated on 
last year's profits; but if the cane grower receives a 
dollar for eveTy ton of canes this year, you will 

that there will ba less money ill ( irclllatioll alld 
next. year the 'Government will receive less iiicoine 
tax. If it is so that the land is produelfig n,ore than 

to buying her expensive goods, she will have no option 
but to reduce the price of sugar: history is repeating 
itself. You will see that the result will be that we 
will get a nluch lower price for sugar than w~hat we 
are getting Those are things which the 
ernment has probably, taken into account; those are 
things which I have noted have been put in  that 

before, the Minister of Agriculture Tvill be fmed paragraph of the Memoraalduln. These things were 
not explained in full to us and we did not expeet with the position that every 100 or 200 acres less * 

will produce just as much cane as before, and if he IS 
' the Premier to do that; we expected and hoped that 
the Ministers concerned, having heard the speeches 

not allo'wed to produce 180,000 tons bec.anse he is from over here, would have done their best to help 
called upon to limit the amount of sugar produced. us as to what they thought the policy was. To 
he will be looking for  some scheme to deal with the the burden on the premier is incornistent with 
land of which he has to make some use. In the re- their position and that is *king too of any one 
sult one will find that the country might well be I appreciat the faet that the ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  have 
losing a large amount of income tax, there be not been suEciently long in their position, but we aFe 
even a larger amount of money not going into circu- faced the situation that our b* rate is high, 
letion and the result will bp lack of money with even and i t  has been put to me that with the new drugs 
more unemployment. births are even more likely to take place because di8- 

If I venture a prophey I hope the honourable ease which used to cause death is cured; therefore we 
junior member for 5%. George will forgive me if 1 have our population increasing a t  a high rate and we 
turn  out to be wrong; we should normally expect have no prospect of a rosy future. 
that the sugar crops of the world will reach a state 1 I cannot express the position as  well as the hon- 
of over-production by next year. I n  1946 I ventured l ourable junior member for St. Peter has done; 
that opinion to my friends and 1 ventured the opin- 
ior~ on the basis that history usually repeats itself. 
I n  1Xl8 the first World War came to an end and by 
1930 with sugar being produced all over the world, 
Barbados was in a crisis and we were getting $1.60 
for  100 lbs. of sugar instead of 10 cents a pound. 
I believe that the same thing is beginning to happen 
zgain. This is almost a defence of the Goveri~ment; 
sLgar is being over-produced throughout the world 
and  we have no hope of being able to produee the 
full limit of what we can produce by increased pro- 
duction per acre, but we are  likely to fillc\ ourselves 
being compelled to reduce our quota and throw ou 
the market something which we cannot sell a t  all. If 
that is so, and i t  appears to be so, we have got to 
realise that we have to w t  about doing something 
now. I have always ameed that we should get to 
x70rk on the Deep Water Harbour sool1rr than soon 
because that will furnish us with employment arid 
will help us over a period alld we can find out how 
we can calrry on, in case we have to mrry  on, with 
our one-crop economy. If the burden is not too 
heavy for us to bear, one can only hope that the Gov- 
ernment will be able to get this money on the market 

I a that is getting hard 
get every day and want (20 for the 

project of the Deep Water Harbour. 

he obviously had the opportunity of learning 
t l l i n~s  which I hare not had the opportunity of 
learning. Ho~irever, I would like to stress the problem 
as  he has put  i t  to  the Government; what 
are they going to do when these things over- 
take them? The Bum of $8 million being in 
the Treasury cannot save them with the expendi- 
ture which they have heaped up  and with which the 
colonlv is now saddled in the face of lower production 

unemploylllent which is getting w&se and worse. 
Blany Years ago it was mentioned to me by t4he then 
junior member for St. Philip (Mr. Smith) in this 

and afterwards I Gas persuaded he was right 
-then i t  was mentioned to me by the late Dr. 07Neale 
that our real and only trouble in Barbados was 

mTe have people who are willing to 
anywhere in  the wmld and we could easrily in- 

stitute 'ystern~ training which would fit thebn for 
a n ~ ~ h e r e  in  the world; but as has been mentioned 
by "Ore than One speaker, if CuI-aca0 is sending back 
our workers, if they alre not wanted in England and 
other places and only a few can go to Canada and 
the United States, what are we going to do? Every 
year we see Harrison College, Combemere, Lodge 
gehool and the Elementary Schools turning out 
children by the thollsands and we hawe to find wmk 
for them: ~h~~~ is the question of tourist in- 
d u s t r ~  to be encouraged and it is) for the Ministers 

On the 0th" side of the ~ i c t u r q  England can i to tell us what can be done in *,is matter becam 
onlv pay this fancv  rice for sugar a5 lollg as she I how they will face up to these things and do not wait 
can reserve' this market to herself and sell her goods until the pmition gets worse. 
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Years ago we tried out settlement at  Vieux Fort 
as an experiment because i t  was stated that we were 
nosing the pioneering spirit, and then we had a long 
Report on thle mission to British Honcluras. We 
have either got to find some place to which we can 
emigrate people or develop Boards or Companies 
which will t ry  to find somewhere for people to live, 
kind that is a short-term. policy. As a long-tern~ 
policy-the only one of which i can think-is that 
the knowledge of birth control should be brough? 
home to people. LVheli we hhd to deal with venereal 
disease, we approached the problem and we stamped 
i t  out. I n  1931 I managed to get the Governor tc, 
set np a Committee to study the questioiz as to 
whether or not i t  was possible to bring honle the 
knowledge of birth control to the people of th~i:, 
colony. Two OT three doctors and three laymen were 
appointed to see whether that was possible; one 
doctor from the Other Place was opposed to It and 
the minute paper in connection with this matter dis- 
appeared and has never been found. I asked for it 
time after time; 1 do know that some of the doctgrs 
and laymen were in favour of this matter. I t  has 
always seemed strange that those of us who have 
education, manage to limit our faillilies anti those of 
us who do not have that education have -unlimited 
families: the answer seems to be that some of us carry 
suf3ticient knowledge as to be able to keep down our 
families to the number we can support and not have 
them up to the "fives" or the "tens". Perhaps a 
Conlnlittee could be set up to see about this matter 
again. No one requires any compulsion; 1 only sug- 
gest that this linomlecige should be put  within the 
grasp of the poor people ancl facilities should be pro- 
vided for the setting up of clinics \vhcre teaching 
and instruction could be given, otherwise, 1 myself, 
do not know what we are going to do. I know that 
there are many people who are against this instruc- 
tion being given; the Roman Cfatholic Church tells 
you that you should do what apparently the Priests 
a1 e supposed to do'. I t  will not work and never will 
work if i t  is not practical. 

The hour is very late but there are two pages 
of the Estimates which I would like to draw to the 
attention of honou~able members, because this is a 
matter which should be looked at. On these pages 
honousable members will see "Liabili'ties" on ope 
side and "Assets" on the other; they will see the 
Revenue Equalisation Fund Account for 1951-52 
and for 1952-53 and above that they will see fun-ds 
amounting to $3,115,401 which can be utilised. Under 
the heading "Liabilities" they will see a t o t d  sum 
of $13,103,610. On the "Assets" side honourable 
members will see "Cash on Deposit Accoun% 
Barclay's Bank" $3,250,000, and "Cash on Current 
Account Barclays Bank'' and other Banks amounting 
to $2,006,494, "Due by Crown Agents", $3,848,427, 
"Advances", $660,339, "Investments" amounting 
to $1,814,878. HonouraFle meral~ers will see whew 
the funds are because i t  has been drawn to their 
attention that there are local funds available for dif- 
ferent purposes. The policy for sometime in the 
past has been that you deal with matters of capital 
expenditure from current revenue, and this year the 
sum of $250,000 is to be contributed, the pdnciple 
being that every year the present generation musk 
contribute to some of the capital works, wherea- 
capital works should be dealt with by means of loans. 
Honourable members will see that there has been an 
advance of general revenue which will be paid back 
if the loan is acquired. 

As a matter of business I do not expect that 
the Government will be aoquiring loans when thev 
have a big surplus balance becauae that would be 
bad business. There is nothing in  the world to pre- 

I 
vent the Government from using their own surplus. 
balance for doing what is to be done and only obtain- 
ing loan tunds \\?hen the market is suitable; you use 
your surplus, balance and get 10- a t  the most advan- 
tageous times. The Government will have to watch 
the expenditure for the ten-year period 1943-1953 ; 
if honourable members pass over the first two pages 
of the Estimates they wiIl see that the total evpendi 
ture from 1943-46 wm $4,194,090 and the total ex- 

1 pendbture from 1952-53 was $11,423,910; they will 
1 see that  in  some yea* the expenditure goes up  half 

a million dollars and sometimes i t  goes up a million 
dollars. We have heard the statement made ny the 
Government and we appreciate the fact that they not 
only have to  watch expenditure, but that they are 
going to increase it, and if there is a fall in the pro- 
duction of sugar they will have to meet that  expendi- 
ture because retrenchment is one of the most difficul+, 
things known to the Government. The expenditure 
would be due to the Government increming the num- 
ber of posts and jobs whether or not i t  is expected the 
money could have been saved. The cost of living has 
gone up 'because we hare to pap Civil Servants a n  in- 
creased amount of money; on the other hand we have 
to remember that we have a one-crop industry. The 
surrounding colonies have started industrim; we are 
not likely to  start the same industries and then have 
no market for the sale of the goods. We will there- 
fore be confined to the tourist industry and the  sugar 
industry. 

We hear4 a lot about the dairy industry; Mr. 
Wakefield of the Colonial Development and Welfarc 
Organisation suggested a milk industry and a chang- 
ed system of farming so that we would not have to  
rely on sugar alone. When Mr. Wakefield was here, 
1 remember qome of his advice to me then; it wae 
that we would have to remember that in  the not 
distant future the quantity of sugar which used to 
be produced might be reduced and that is apparent- 
ly becoming true. We have been able t o  pr0diuc.e as  
much as 187,000 tons a few yeam ago; now the pro- 
duction is 180,000 tons and we seem to getting back 
to what Mr. Wakefield told us. We are going to be  
thrown back on the tourist industry; I take a great 
deal of interest in the Tourist Board; I am one of 
the few surviving people who started with the Pub- 
licity Committee. I take interest in it because wheii 
it was started I thought we would be foolish if we 
did not put money in it. We hope not only to get 
the B.O.A.C. lines coming here, but also the Ameri- 
can lines; if we have not got the hotels we will get 
them if the demand is great enoagh. 

There is one other point which I would like to 
draw to the attention of honourable members. I have 
not heard1 anybody refer to i t  but if honourable mem- 
bers look a t  page 164 cf the Estimates they will see 
what I term as the hidden losses. They will see 
"Investments a t  31st December, 1953 ", and the 
Special Funds show a net depreciation of $92,637. 
The investments in respect of the Sinking Fund  
show a net depreciation of $94,567 and the invest- 
ment in connec.tion with the Barbados Savings Bank 
shows a depreciation ~f $1,112,392. The Government 
Savings Bank is guaranteed by the Government; 
somebody asked me earlier to explain what is meant 
by this depreciation, but i t  is plain what i t  means. 
The cost of the investments in the Crown Agents' 
$ands, which are the securities from which we pay 
persons who deposit their money in the Bank, is 
$12,926,601 ; these securities are probably easily 
available because the Directors of the Bank carry 
out a regular examination of the ~osi t ion.  I do not 
know what the pasition is now, and I suppose the 
Premier could probably tell me off-hand; but  here 
what costs the Bank roughly $13 million is worth 
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$1'1,814,209. The Government guarantees the funds ) it back than see him idle; no one knows how much a 
m the Bank and they have to set aside the equivalent! shilling earns if you keep it running. You get 
m o u n t  of money to some suspense acLount to meeat, nowhere if you sit down and look at  figures or look 
p-ny loss in case the Government finds itself in f a t  money. 
a position not to be able to m e t  the Lemanda 
for the money which is invested and which 
has accumulated to $12,926,601. If this were an  
ordinary Bank and the balance sheet showed a loss 
like this, that would be a loss to the Bank; but in  
respect of this Bank the funds are guaranteed by 
.the Government. 

There lvere other things which l wanted to say 
sonlething about, but they have been largely deall 
with by other honourable members; there is there- 
fore no necessity for me to say acything at  all after 
listening to the speeches of those honourable members. 
~t would have been very interesting for us to have 
been able to digest more of the figures and appen- 
dices which were given us. The Government is in the 
pmition where it is being asked not to accumulate 
the= balances and i t  is also in the position that i t  
kllows it may have to face a bad market; they have 
a reserve but they may find that they have to re- 
trench a t  a time when i t  may be difficult to do so. 
The Government has always promised to do more 
than it has done; I think i t  is a false policy to set 
out that they are going to  do something unless they 
can do it. The o d y  ease in which the Head of a 
Depadment has showed! his initiative in spending 
the money allocated to the Department is the Heail 
of the Waterworks Department; although we weree 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: When the honourable 
member who has just sat down forgets his age nncl 
experietnce, Be makes a mess of things; but when he 
is natural and draws on his ability, age and experi- 
ence, he delivers a fine speech. The honourable mem- 
ber was playing polities when he iirst got up, follow- 
ing tlze honourable junior member for St. Peter; if 
he continues along that line, he may get the honour- 
able junior lneniber for St. Peter in his Party, but 
he will be an unfortunate bedfellow. 

h'lr. E. I<. IVALCOTT: On a point of order. 
When 1 want preaching from the honourable mem- 
ber, 1 will come to you, Sir, for a. death certificate. 

Hon. G. H. ADANS: If t h ~  honourable mem- 
ber means political death, he ean get a certificate 
from me. The honourable member started off by 
just repeating some remarks of some honourable 
members with less experience than himself, those 
1-ho are playing politics, and described the Budget 
2.s a conservative one; he then spoke of the excessive 
caution of tlie Government and proceeded with the 
lamentations of Jeremiah. I have not heard any 
other member telling us of the gloominess with which 
the future faces us;  his lamentations are the com- 
plete answer to the suggestion that nre should spend 
Inore money and we are Cons~vatives and not 
Socialists. 1 will have to speak now for about 

told that the demands of the different UePartments twenty minutes or half an hour whereas I only in- 
were great and they Were scaled down t o  a certaill tended to speak for about ten minutee. figure to give no one more than the aniouiit which  as 
set aside in the Five Year Plan, we find that One 

Department which has managed to 
more of its work than i t  was scheuuled to complete 

Broadly s~eakiny,  the honourable member's ac- 
~ u s a t i o ~  is that, this Bndpet is not a Socialist one 
and that TW are too cautious; T do not see the 
matter in of tern in whicll the 

within two years, has been treated preferentially to honourablp member has spoken. ~h~ honourable m,=rn. 
the other Departments. That is ddnitely against bw's lamentations are also the slls~ver to 
what we were in the Five Year 'lan and what ( the honourable junior member for St. John who con- 
will appear in the if you read it. I think that qtantlv snaee~ts  that the Revenue Equalisation Fund 
as compared with the rest of the world, the one thing / should never have been thwe. honourable 
in  respect of which we can hold our head up is the junior member for St. ,Tames has argued, xvhat 
water supply and it is better than before. It is a! -$S million in the Treaulry if the price of sugar 
complete error of judgment to spend more I SOPS domn and we get a dro~lght? When Ton think 
than was allocated a satisfactory Department of the neressity of borrowing money you will see that, 
compared with other parts of the world7 and to omit 
to do that which we know we should t ry  to do now 
that we have the money. I need not press that 
mattter. I should like to ask what is the use of 
telling us that you are making provision for 600 
houses and all you are doing is playing with a difficult 
problem ? 

I feel that so fa r  as we are aoncerned, whether 
there is an Opposition or not, i t  makes no difference ; 
we prefer our own people to  rule Barbados even al- 

viewed from a strict noin+ of \7iew, lve will have 
to do some beggina+ 

There is a general rule that a colony should have 
reserve at least enough for six months which, 

in case, will be $7 million; so that while it is 
t m e  from one angle that our finances are buoyant, 
from another angle, however much i t  might appear 
to some people that our revenue is ao good that there 
js nobody who would not think that we can raise this 
money, I am hoping that with the presentation of our 

though it, is said that they have some rdbels in their case to the Colonial Office and the Crown Agents for a 
ranks. Now that there has been committed to indi- l loan or grant or both in respect of the Deep Water 
viduals the care of certain Departments i t  is the Harbour-I am hoping that with my persumion we 
pr~rogative and right and duty of the backbenchers 
to get them down to i t ;  that is why iJe asked for 
nholei-time services of our Ministers and that is what 
we expect and hope to get. We have had to listen 
to  fimres thrown at  our heads with only a little 
bit of policy and we are merely told that taxation 
i: the same as i t  was last year; the Premier computed 
the whole thing as being the same as last year and 
he read the Memorandum on the Estimates on that 
basis. T repeat: now that you have the monm which 

wil l  be able to raise this loan. I t  is true that wc 
have got over one hurdle in respect of the 
B.tJ.0.C.' but we have rhp prognostications of the 
honourable junior member for 5%. James as to the 
attitude of B r ~ a t  Britain to the colonies and her own 
taxpayers. 

T have to disress so as to answer sneers and I 
xni sorry for that for the reason that I will inciden- 
tally be disclosing something which has hap~ened or 
not happened in Executive Committee. I have not 

you mav never h a ~ ~ e  in your life a.rai11 if mv  pror- had a minute's conversation with Honourable H. A. I nostications are correct. for Heaven's qake cln 1~1hat Cuke as recards this Budget: no auditor has pre- 
vou can do now. 1 have been guilta of saying that pared this Budget for me. Neither of two honour- 
I ~~wlr l  sooner see a man take sand from one part able Members as distinct from officialc a t t~nded a 
of the beach and carry it to another part and bring i singlp meeting of the Estimates Committee: the stn- 
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&id sneers which we have heard are characteristic of 
some people who think that other people cannot 
think for  themselves. 

We are a Socialist Party however much the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. James talks about 
ruy having been born a Liberal. I was a Liberal until 
I reached the stage where I found that there was 
110 room in, this world for a Liberal Party although 
there is an abundance of room for liberalism. If 
the honourable member and other people are bank- 
illg on my being a Liberal they are riding for a fall;  

Stafford Cripps was very cautious ill his Budgets 
in the last days 'but nobody could really say that 
he was a Liberal or coaservative as I am accused of 
being a t  times. To face realities and put your coun- 
t ry  above a mere repetition of Socialist slogans, is 
no reason to suppose that you 'have deserted Sociali5t 
principles. 

The junior member for Christ 
Churoh 'poke about a threat being to the 
merchants. It is our duty t.0 see that price controls 
are kept on. It is specifically set allt in the Five 
Year Plan that we are as anxious as the commercial 
co rnun i ty  to remow price fantrois where 
serve no useful purpose. This is what we said in 
the Five Year Plan:  

 h he opportunity is taken here to repeat that 
the Government is as anxious as the commercial corn- 
Inunity to remove pri@e controls, where they serve 
no useful purpose, and it will do so prWrefisive1~ 
as and when i t  is satisfied such action would 'be in 
the general interests of the community . . . . 7 9 

m a t  is the use of having price control on a 
fills Royce? I t  might be useful to have price con- 
krol tomatoes. Why tell the Government that 
competition will bring down prices? If competition 
is to bring down prices, prices will drop now 
and the 'Qovernment will be informed that competi- 
tion is bringiag down Why tell us that 
because goods are in  g m d  supply competition will 
Itring down And as regards "sales" they 
were taking place in  Broad Street from the time that 
Adam was a boy. 

I know when I first started to go to England 
that I never bought as much as three handkerchiefs 
there; I did all my buying in Barbados; now, 5 
know it is cheaper buy in  ibndon than in Bridge- 
town. 1 am Of the opinion that merchants in Broad 
Street will have to make large reductions in  their 
prices because other people are coming in  wit11 
cheaper textiles. It is known that Trinidadians paid 
six cenh for &ark when it was controlled, and 
the week after i t  was decontrolled it went up 
from six cents to thirtysix cents. A11 over the 
world it has happened. I t  has happened in the 
U.S.A. and in New Zealand. Sir, I am going to 
make what can be termed a plain statement by 
this Government. As far  as price controls are con- 
cerned, for the good of the colony, we are going to 
keep them on, not only until the item is said not 
to be im ~ h o r t  supply, but until we are satisfied thar 
i t  is open market and we are going to put 
any commodity lack  under price control if we see 
that after i t  has been decontrolled the price goeq 
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near as possible the system of Great Britain. The 
honourable junior member for St. Jamas has chron- 
ologically followed the honourable junior member 
for St. Peter. The honourable junior member for  St 
Peter said that the policy of the Government should 
be declared and the honourable junior member for 
St. James actually repeated i t  in the same way by 
saying: "You lack policy." Sir, no Chancellor of 
the Exchequer ever put  general policy in a budget 
speech because it is not the practice. What th? 
Chancellor of the Exchequer does and what has 
not beeen &lone until this year here is what Gov- 
ernor Bushe had intimated a d  that is --ad it is 
" n l ~  fair-that You should let the people know what 
the taxation is going to be. What I promise to do,- 
I have to put  i t  that way-when we are putting for- 
ward the Budget (technically it is, stil; called the 
Barbados Colonial Estimates) we will follow as 
closely as possible the El~glis,h practice. If honour- 
able members take the trouble of reading the little 
book On Parliamentary Procedure which I have jub+ 
quoted, they will see that the consideration of the 
hancial  statement for the year is the lllost iln- 
port&llt thing of the finances of the ways and 
Means Committee. I n  this colony the equivalent is 
0.. Committee of ~ ~ p ~ l ~  ~h~ statement is 
when the Minister of Food has finished estimating 
and usually after some progress is made i n  providing 
feeding grants to the Army, Navy and Air Force. 
That is the normal thing to be done in England, 
otherwise you could not run  the Army, Navy and 
8 i r  Force. After that is done, they then put  for 
ward the ordinary Budget. Let me repeat that in 
that statement there is not one word of policy, 
i t  is barely a presentation of Estimates of &v- 
enue and Expenditure and with the inforination 
which we are telling you as from this year, fiat @ 
what taxation is going to be. We are saying what 
the rates of income tax and company tax should be, 
therefore, everybody will know, as is known iri 
England when the Budget is presented, what their 
taxation should be. 

There is no new policy. The policy has been 
enunciated in  the five-Year Plan. Even if it were 
customary to set out policy,-I have already stated 
that it would not be necessary for  me to do so- 
the whole of the Caribbean Area, and I would d- 
most go f a r  as to say the whole world, knows 
what is enunciated in  the Five-year Plan i b  
our policy. We hammered that out then and as 
somebody has said, there were some fimt-class 
speeches made by hoaaurable members from all 
around the table on its discussion. Whether we 
agreed in whole or in part as  the Electors Asso- 
ciation Opposition did, or whether you differed from 
it for the most part  as  one or  two members may 
have done, at any rate, it can be said that we ham- 
mered it out and we set out our policy on this, that  
and the other thing. We set out our policy of d& 
velopment and taxation and in  i t  we said that we 
nould confine our capital expenditure to $10,00(2,000 
for the first three years. We did everything in  the 
Five-Year Plan. We said what would be our prior- I itirs for the next five years. We said that while 
we did not intend to spend one-fifth of the total 

UP. 
I 

I have been taken to task in my speech fo r  
having no policy. As Your Honour has often said, 
"adversity is a p e a t  Apparently, the 
honourable junior member for St. Peter hae learn- 
ed nothing a t  all for all of thme years he was a 
memhr of the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ,  because he has men- 
tioned that you should set out a policy in a budget 
speech'. I made the point very clear before the Minis 
lerial System began that I intended to adopt as 

expenditure each year, we would endeavour not to 
do more than would enable us to spread the ex- 
penditure over the period of five Years. We sta$d 
what we expected we would collect from taxation 

entertainment tax, by the addition on the rum 
"d tobacco tax, and so on, as well as On miscel- 
laneous fees. What is contained in the five-Year 

has been Our policy. 
Sir, last year, I spoke for exacrtly a half an 

hour on the Budget. 1 told honourable members 
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"arrangements and does not destroy their eiii- 
ciency. ' 

I t  goes on to say :- 
" The predominant share of the Oovernillent 

4, l 'in controlljng and arranging the time and busi- 
"ness of the House is now recognised by the 
"standing orders. But the fact that the Govern- 
"ment is supported by a party or combination 

b "of parties and opposed by another party or 
"combination of parties, and that the machinery 
"evolved by these parties performs iniportant 
"functions in the working of procedure, is dis- 

I "regarded by the standing orders and has 
"indeed been ignored in earlier editions of this 
"work. Since i n  a later chapter these functions 
"will be described in some detail, i t  will not bc 
"out of place here, to give a brief account of the 
"organisation of parties, so far as it exists withiil 
"the House itself, prefacing that account by a 
"statement of the changes which the recognition 
"of the existence of parties has effected in the 
[ old-fashioned procedure of the House of Com- 
L 1 mons. ' ' 

"The practice or ancient usage of the IIouse 
"of Commons was developed during a period 
"when the relation between the Commons and 
" the Government was that between a fairly homo- 
"geneox~s body with a developed corporate sense 
"and an external and not always friendly 

L authority ". 
"The results of this condition, which con- 

"tinued to affect procedure long after the 
"change to Cabinet governillent had been made, 
1 6  were :- 

" (l) All Members ~ e r ~ :  treated as on 
" the same footing in respect of the 5usiaess 
" introduced by them. precedence between 
"their orders and motions being dependent 
"on the order in which they had been h n d e d  

h "in or passed a particular stage, and busi- 
"ness introduced by the Governinent being 
"long refused any special priority" 

" (2) The principle oil which time was 
"arranged was a division of the week be- 
"tween motion days and order days, i .e. 
"days on which new business and business 
"which had made some progress, respec- 
" tively, was taken". 

'[ (3) ,In order to prevent business 
"being passed through so rapaly  as to 
"take possible opponents by surprise, Mem- 
"bers had to rely upon their own powers of 
"attention. The numbers of stages and 
"qnestio~i~ on bills and other business were 
"accordingly multiplied to what now seems 
"an inordinate extent. " 

g I n  short, that means that members had to sit in 
the House continuously, and could not go home be- 
fore midnight. It goes on to ssy :- 

"When government came to be associ~ted 
"with a party organisation inside the I-Iouse 
"opposed by another party, all this was changed. 
"The control of the time of the House and the 

C "arrangement of business came to be dependent 
"on the will of the Government and the old ar- 
"rangement of notice days and order days vac.- 
"tically disappeared. Similarly, the multiplica- 
"tion of stages and questions on business 
11 became unnecessary, even in the interest of 
"Members who opposed such business, aiid these 
"were drastically reduced. For the party Orgdlll- 
"sations undertook the duty of watching the 
"progress of bnsiness, and informed Members in 
"ad~ance when the taking of a decision was to 

b "be expected. " 

1 now come to the position of the "Official Op- 
position. " This is how it reads :- 

"The importance of the Opposition in the 
" systcm of parliamentary government, although 
"it has only recently found its way into formai 
"treatises, has long received practical recogni- 
"tion in the procedure of Parliament. Even be- 
"fore the first Reform 1i.c.t the phrase "His 
' 'Rlajesty 'S -OppositionM had been coinea--it 
"said, by John Cam Hobhouse. Statutory recog- 
"nition has been accorded through the grant of a 
"salary of 52,000 a year to the Leader 09 the 
"Opposition. The prevalence (on the whole) of 
'the two-party system has usually obviated any 

"uncertainty as to which party has the right to 
"be called the "Official Opposition" ; i~ is the 
"largest minority party which is prepared, in 
"the event of the resignation of the Government, 
"to assume office. The leader of the Opposition 
" and his principal colleagues form a group, popu- 
"larly known as the "Shadow Cabinet", each 
"member of which contributes expert knowledge 
L 'gained, for the most part, by official experience 
"to the task of directing criticism of government 
"policy from the point of view of a party 
"which is bidding for the support of the nation. 
"Since the strength of modern party discipline 
"makes a Ministry largely invulnerable to direct 
"attack in the House of Commons, the criticism 
"of the Opposition is primarily directed towards 
"the electorate, with a view to the next election 

or with the aim of influencing government 
"policy through the presure of public opinion. 
"The Opposition has a recognised right to all 
' the facilities needed f6r this purpose-full in- 

"formation about every department of public 
"affairs, adequate publicity through the daily 
"publication of the reports of debates, and car- 
"tain rightx of initiative in the choice of sub- 
"jects of criticism. with regard to the last- 
"mentioned right, the procedure of the House 
"provides (as will be seen later) technical forms 
"in which the subject of debate is left to the 
"discretion of the House, and this discretion is 
"conventionally exercised by the Opposition. 
"Among such forms are motions of censure. the 
"Address in reply t~ the King's Speech and, 
"providing opportunities throughout the 8es- 
"sion, the functions connected with the granting 
"of supply. For the Opposition, regarded as a 
"parliamentary institution, it may be claimed 
"that no better system has yet been devised for 
"ensuring that the indispensable function of 
"criticism shall be effectively co-ordinated and 
"exercised in a constructive and responsible 
"spirit. " 
Now I am asking the honourable member to take 

all this as very important. The privilege is USU&Y on 
both sides. Obviously it is not really a question of 
which party has the right to be called the official op- 
position; it is the largest minority party which is pre- 
pared in the event of the resignation of the Govern- 
ment to assume office. Everybody knows my feel- 
ing as regards the honourable junior member for 
Christ Church, but in his wildest moment, could he 
in the evemt of the resignation of this Government 
assume the task of forming a Government? What is 
the point then of saying we have not appointed a 
Leader of the Opposition? Why not take the trouble 
to get the facts rightly instead of attacking the Gov 
ernment or the Head of the Executive for not doing 
the very thing that should not be done? Owing to the 
state of unce~tainty of parties in this colony, if this 
Clvernnu'ent mere to resign i t  might be the rebels 
which the honourable member does not think exist, 



who might get togethebr to form a party. When L ' 
say this Labour Government will not die so long a> ' 
the people around me are alive, have 1 overstated 
~ t ?  When will the Electors' Association ever run 
this country a.ga.int Let me say to find a 
Leader of the Opposition is entirely a matter for 
I3is Excellency the Governor and as I have said i t  
may be difficult, almost impossible, to find a Leader 
of the Opposition in the present state of the parties 
lvhich are in this House. 

I do not know if the honourable member does 
not follow the working of constitutional conven- 
tiong. ~t is not for me to advise the Governor 
unless he ashs for advice. He naturally goes to his 
constitutional adviser, the Attorney General, if he 
wants advice. If we may compare small things 
with p e a t ,  certajnly it is necessary to have a 
Leader of the Opposition nowadays in England 
but this was not always so. It is necessary if 
S i r  Winston Churchill and his Government step 
down from the Government of Great Britain 
that the Government of Great Britain in rela- 
tion with the rest of the world must be carried on 
and in order that they should not necessarily be any 
hiatus in foreign policy and in matters about which 
they may completely agree affecting the community 
in the United Kingdom, it is absolutely essential to 
have a Leader of the Opposition. With regard to 
our constitution having a Leader of the Opposition 
i t  may be very important in the case of this Govern- 
ment resigning or in case of a delegation going away 
where he had to appear with somebody, that we 
clearly identify who should be recognised a:; the 
person who would take my place, bat I repeat ~ o u  
must either have a clear m j o r i t y  group among the 
opposition or there must only be two recognised 
parbies. I repeat, how can you spot a Leader 
of the Opposition when jn the minority there may 
be Independents, Christian Socialists and Com- 
munists. YOU cannot 'but say they are all in the 
Opposition. As you look over to that side of the 
table, how can YOU say which of the Independents, 
tvhich of the Electors' Association or of the C'onpress 
Party can form a Goivernment if this Government is 
defeated? I have spoken at  some length on this 
point but I hiave done so because i t  map be taken 
that this suggestion of some unnecessary if not 
wrongful delay in the Head of the Executive not 
designating a Leader of the Opposition is an  author- 
itative pronounwment coming as it were from thp 
honourable junior member for St. James who is an 
ex-Attornqy, h n e r a l .  Bear in  mind that I speak for 
myself and from my knowledge of the English con- 
stitutional practice; I am not the Governor's lead  
adviser. 

I have mtqe to rkaliqe thalt my g ra t e s t  
fault -in life is shrugging my shoulilers and think- 
ing it does not matter when people libel me. I real- 
ise now i t  is a, fault and that it id my duty now that 
there is mini&rial government not to let people 
malign the Government without replying and show- 
iiig the real truth. I do not intend to1 speak a t  any 
great length, but I must speak on another point and 
that is the question of loans. Again, I miust address 
my remarks to honourable mem'bers all around this 
table because in  this matter we are all Barbadians. 

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: Will the honourable 
Premier allow me to have a look at  'May's 1' I just 
want t o  read that paragraph on largest minority 
group. Has the honourable P'rem:er read i t  right? 

Hon. G.  H. ADAN8: The honourable junior 
member for St. James has the effrontery to 
get up  and ask me if I read it right. That is police 
court style. 

It is surely a dishonest statement when 
the E'ditor of the Observer in his newspaper 
suggests that the largest minority group should 
be the one from which the Leader of the Op- 
position should come instead of statlng clearly that 
tie should be prepared to assume the Government if 
the Government of the day goes out 01 powm. The 
Editor of that newspaper takes pride in  publishing 
half statements. There may be another group from 
rhich a person can be found to  form a coalition 
2nd SO run the Government. 

Mr. E. K. WALiCOTT: Mr. Speaker,-Have 
YOU heard the word which the honourable Premier 
has used? Are you allowing him to stay there and 
say that? 

His Hon. THE SPEAKER : What particular 
~vord? If the honourable member is taking excep- 
tion to any remarks made by the honourable Premier, 
would he refresh my memory with the remarkst 

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: Did he say I was dis- 
honest? I heard the word dishonest. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: What I said with regard 
to the honourable member was that  he had the 
effrontery 'to ask me if I read it right. What I said 
a'bout dishonesty was with reference to the Editor of 
the Observer. 

Mr. E. K. WALC'OTT : When the honourable 
member used the word 'dishonesty' i n  his remarks, 
I understmd him as making reference to the remarks 
i made as a 

His Honour THE SPEAKER: The remarks 
I about dishonegty as were made by the honourable 

Premier, were made in cmeo t ion  with a newspaper 
editor and not with any reference to the honourable 
junior member for St. James. That has been re- 
ported to me officially. 

Hon G. H. ADAMS: As I was saying before 
being interrupted, we have to consider the financial 
position of the island very carefully. If i t  appears 
as if I am holding back anything o r  being careful 
about what I am saying, it is because certain things 
cause me not to say much and because there are still 
some secret despatches on ~e matter. 

The British 'Qovernment has told us: "Do not 
come and ask for this, that and the other until you 
have taxed certain things." A t  one time. it was t d d  
to us that our income tax was too low, but certainly i t  
has been pushed up until i t  ean be said that it is the 
high& in the Caribbean Area. As a matter of fact, 
11, some 'Ijrackets,--one a t  least-it is higher than 
that in Great Britain. We can now go to  Colonial 
Office and say that we have taxed oarselves as much 
as we can tax ourselves and there can be no excuse 
for not granting us a loan. We are happy to b'be 
able to say that both our customs and income tax 
have yielded more than we expected. I may say that  
on that, point, the hon. senior member for St. 
Philip is playing i t  up more than it is, but it is ex- 
cusable to say so before you have all the facts and 
the information. I wish I could tell the honourable 
mem'bkr something now because I can see that his 
arguments are laughable through his not having 
all of the facts. I do not mean that  in any sneering 
way, but you have to pity a man who is sincere in his 
point of view but bemuse his arguments are based 
on imerfec t  information, he is wrong in what he is 
saying. rSir, we c m  go to Chlonial Office now and 
sav that as far  as  our taxation is concerned, i t  is the 
1:ighest in  the area and that we have done our best 
to raise money. We can also ask the Colonial OYfice to  
look at  our public debt and this, that and the other, 
and to say that  if we raise loans. it is because we are 
lnokinp forward to each for some particular purpose 

. and owing to the way we conduct our finances, we 
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can pay 'back the money. We have done all that 1 reads it, gives these most preposterous u n t r u t h  
because if British money lenders were to investigate, 
they will be able to say that i t  is safe to lend us 
money. Because of all that, what is the good of the 
honourable junior member for the City saying that 
we are borrowing money at  435% and sending away 
five million dollars to get 21/2C/o on it. There are 
reasons why individuals, companies, firms or govern- 
ments sometimes think that i t  is essential and better 
to use overdrafts than to use their clash which they 
bave in the bank. I do ask honourable members to 
believe that i t  is with careful examination that this 
Government has gone into its financial position and 
that it is the Government 'S determination to go ahead 
as early as possible with the Deep Water Harbour 

He said that Barbados was getting a smaller per- 
centage of her dollar earnings allocated to her t h m  
other West Indian Iterrztorles. 'l\his is not true. 
' I ' h e c  was a time when she was getting mope dol- 
lar allocations than she had earned. He says that 
a casual look at  our figures will show that our al- 
lvcations were the least in the Caribbean. It is 
ho~vever not true to say that Barbados madq 
thirteen million dollars in  1952. Barbados i n  1952 
the year which the honourable member was 
speaking of, had around $7,230,000 and spent 
%6,9Q0,000 or 95% of what it earned and in  1953, 
it had $7,329,000 and was allowed to spend $6,818,001) 
or just over 90 per cent. Those are the fasts It 

scheme, not only from a long tern1 point of view, but 1 does not matter to the honourable member what he 
also from a short term point of view as i t  should 
provide work possibly for five years for  persons who 
are out, of employment. 

As I have said, 1 haul: endeavoured all my life 
and  certainly recently ~vi th  greater care than be- 
fore to hold out the olive krranch though I would 

says or publishes so long as he can hit a t  me. Sir  
this matter of the financial position of Barbados 
shoulcl be kept miles and miles above petty politics. 
Hono~~rable lllelllbers owe a duty to the community, 
above their party, to exanline propo~l ls  and to give 
of their best judgment and advice to the Governnlent 

much rather fight. I accept Polonius7 arivict:. ivhether they are in the Government or not in  order 
"Beware of entrance to a qnarrel; but being in, lve, a9 Carbadians, may keep Barbados above 
Bear't that the opposed may beware of thee;'? and where it has been for so many years, that 

but if that man starts first, I am not going to be of the ring of those who go asking th.? 
the one to cry : " Kamerad. " There are times 
when personal incltinations must be subordinated 
to the good of the community and especially believ 
j11g as I do that a Socialist Government is the onl:. 
salvation for Barbados if not for the whole Carib 
bean area, and believing also that my fellow Minis- 

Colonial Officr for money every now and then. 
Mr. E. K. IVALCOTT: Can the honourable 

member giv? us the b~eakdown of the figures ill the 
two or three ways that the dollars are earned. I 
do know that they are earned from the tourist in- 
dustry, the nlolassrs industry and from rum. Has 

ters have the \~~i l l ,  the ability and the determination the hononrable niem'ber the breakdown? 
to do a good day's rrorlr and to pull their weight, 
restrain myself. 

Here I digress to say that the honourable junior 
member for St. Jiames said that we are doing some- 
thing wrong if we practice at  our professions while 
we are members of the Government. What is there 
to prevent me from writing out a legal opinion at 
night after working a t  my office in fhe day? There 
is no mch convention. To give the impression that 
this Government is about t o  do or  has done s m ~ e -  
thing wrong, especially coming from a n  ex-attorney 
General, is bad. If I may give another instance1 
suppose one of ns were an  architect, what is 
tbdde'to prevent that m e m k  from &aftingm a 
plan and getting some money for i t ?  The only thing 
that prevents a barrister from practising in the 
courts and being a Chancellor of the Exchequer is 
because of his ina%ility to find time to do both things. 
According to the hon. member, I am doing things 
which I ought not to be doing. He says that I sho~lld 
be spending twenty-four hours a day in my job as 
Minister of the Crown. Such a statement as this is 
ebsolutely untrue. I am told that I have 
chuckeq up  my praotice. I am merely &ing it as 
hearsay, but at  least I have heard of one Preyier  
who practises % a surgeon when he has the time. 

long as a thing is not inconsistent ~ t h  Your 
duty to  the community, you can do it. It may not 
be wise to sit up a t  nights and do things because 
you may not be fit for  work on the morrow; there- 
fore very often, you do not find time to do that 
work. To say that  you are doing this, that and the I 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I cannot give the hon- 
ourable meniber that breakdown now as I hare not 
those figures iio~v. I did see the figures in the 
breakdown when they were secret and I can promise 
the honourable member to give them to him later. 
At the time when I saw thein that tvay, the 
~ a r i o u s  colonies were clamouring for  all the dollars 
they earned. British Guiana would have got tb~ice 
as much as any other colony let alone Malaya. As 
LI matter of fact, those :two colodes '13ractically 
eaWdl all th,e dollads in (the Cl~mmo~wealth. I 
promise the ho11. member that I will give him that 
analysis. Those fignres are no more secret because 
I have seen them published in  English financial 
papers. 

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: Tihe reason why I would 
lihe to get the breakdown is because I think the 
tourist industry has earned the greater par t  of those 
figures. I think the figure is put  a t  something like 
three million dollars. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Let me tell the honour- 
able nwmber that some dollars are also earned by 
invisible exports. 

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: I do h o w  that sonie 
are earned from invisible exports, but I am think- 
ing that the honourable member must have the figures 
that are earned from the tourist industry oveT the 
last few years. ' 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The last thing whiclh I 
will deal with-not with any pleasure, because I 
still prefer to have people telling me that I am 
foolish than to be the reverse-is with what the hon- 

other is just poor, petty politics. that you are throw- I ourable junior member for St. Peter, referred to with 
ing at  the Government. 

I am sorry the honourable senior member for 
St. Philip is not in  his place. The honourable mem 
ber began to  attack this Government by  saying that 
Government had i t  in its power or that I had it in 
my power, 11ot to allow the British Govern- 
merit to keep on its cu r r enq  restrictions. The hon 
ourable member, to bolster up  his "high-falutin" 
ideas in  his newspaper, probably thinking nobody 

resplect to the coopers and the Fancy Molasses Cm-  
trol and Marketing Board. The honourable mem- 
ber is red hot from this Gove~nment and i t  is notice- 
able how he is fleeing from place to place in this 
Chamber rcecently. I do apologise for making this 
statement, but the honourable member is like 
lfahomet's coffin floating between heaven and earth. 
The honourable member says that he does not know 
what is the policy of the Government in respect 
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td unemployment; he wants to know what has the I Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, The hon- 
Government done with the molasses levy; what h~ 
the Government done with regard to the question of 
the unemployment of coopers and what they should 
get out of the molasses levy; what is to  be done with 
those workers who have to look for alternative em- 
ployrnent. I would just like to say that the honoura- 
ble member is in the happy position of being a 
member of the Fancy Molasses Control and Marketing 
Board and as a member of that Board, i t  is his duty 
along with the other members appointed to that 
Board to make regulations with respect to the 
molasses levy. 

Mr. F .  L. WALCOTT: On a point of correctim, 
Mr. Chairman. The honourable member makes that 
statement and knows that what &hie has said is not 
true. The honourable member should be the last 
man to  get up and make that statement. I pointed 
to that $question in  a general way in my fiemarks thie 
afternoon. As a matter of fact, I have given notice 
of questions in the normal way to get replies from 
the Minister in charge in respect to those questions. 

His Hon. T H E  SIPEAKER: Is the honourablt2 
member saying that he is not still a member of the 
Fancy Molasses Control and Marketing Board? 

Mr. F. L. WALiCOTT: I was appointed a 
member of that Board owing to my position when 
I was a member of the Government. The honour- 
able senior member for S t .  Thomas is holding that 
portfolio now. The honourable P'remier knows that 
it is not a question of my resignation from that 

<ourable junior member for St. Peter on the floor of 
the House got up in  that corner not very long age 
and asked the Government what was it doing about 
implementing some relief for coopers who have been 
put out of work as a result of bulk shipment. 
. His Hon. T H E  SPEAKER: The honourable 
member has that right. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Of course the honourable 
member has that right. All I am asking the House 
to say is, if i t  is my duty to do something 
end I fail to do it, who should be blamed? The 
honourable member is a member of a Board whose 
duty it is to make regulations in order to assist the 
coopers. That is all I got up to say. What has the 
Government to do with i t ?  Read the Act. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, when I 
made my speech in here just now on the ClolonifaL 
Estimates for the coming financial year, I made a 
broad speech as regards to what is the policy of the 
Government with respect to the Budget. All I would 
say is that the honourable member cannot help what 
he is doing; the honourable member is free to do it; 
the honourable member cannot be loyal. The hen- 
ourable member has done sufficient to me that if God 
had him to judge- 

His Hon. T H E  SPEAKER: When Mr. Speaker 
stands, all honourable members must sit. The hon- 
ourable Premier will proceed. 

Hon. G. H. A D U S :  Mr. Speaker, let us aee 
what are the regulations as regards to the Faney 

Board. Owing to the position which 1 occupied Molazses Control and Marketing Board. Let US go 
when I was a member of the Government, I was 2: back illto the history of that Board. I will not say 1 member of that Board. Let the honourable member 
say something different from that. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Sir, as  recently as 
August 11, last year, me took out of the hands of 
the Legislature the right to make regulations and 
things of that sort to deal with fancy molasses and 
everything connected with i t  and put them into the 
hands of the Fancy Molasses Control and Market- 
ing Board of which the honourable junior member 
for St. Peter is a member. Let the honourable mem 
ber read the section of the Act. 

The Section reads as follows :- 
Without prejudice to the generality of sub- 

section (4) of this section, Regulations made undgr 
this section may make provision in  respect of the 
following matters- 

(a) the securing of alternative employment for 
labour displaced by bulk shipment of fancy 
molasses ; 

(b) the payment of interest and depreciation 
on ,involved in providing bulk star- 
age in this Island or elsewhere; 

(c) the fixing of the price of fancy molasses 
and any subsequent adjustment in relation 
to the price of sugar; 

(d) for in the price 
Of IanCy Owing to minimum crow- 

Mr. I rise a point 'l' 
order, Mr. Speaker. I gave notice of questions to 
the Executive with respect to what the honourable 
Premier is referring to now. The honourable mem- 
ber is saying that I made a speech on i t  just now. - 
That is not so. I have given notice of questions to 
the Minister i11 charge with respect to what the hon 
ourablc member is referring to now. 

His Eton. SPEAKER: The honourable 
junior m m b e r  for St. Peter is saying that he has 
not madp reference to that in his speech and that 
he has asked quations to the responsible minister on 
it. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: That is so, Sir. 

much on it, but we had representations by merchants 
sometime in 1950 or 1951 with regard to  _the 
inevitability of shipping fancy molasses to Can- 
ada in bulk. A delegation consisting of Sir 
John Saint, Mr. J. D. Chandler and I watr 
sent to Canada to enquire into it and a report 
was submitted to the Government. I t  is almost m- 
necessary for me to say what was contained in the 
Report because all honourable members should be 
fully aware of it, but the Committee did say that 
there was not sufficient evidence to show that we would 
have to give up shipment of fancy molasses in  punch- 
eons immediately but that we might have to 
within three years. That was ill 1951. The Com 
mittee could see that bulk shipment was inevitable 
,and the Government prepared the House i n  advaye-  
for  the inevitability of bulk shipment. The Govern- 
ment could see that it was coming. I t  was more th3n 
talk. The honourable junior member for  St. Peter 
who was a member of the Government at  that time, 
in his position as General Secretary of the Workers- 
Union, put the matter to the Union and went as far  
as to persuade the union to accept the change. 
Both he and I ~ d n t e d  out that coopers would 
be helped to get a different job. We point- 
ed out that in the interest of the island wp 
would still have to go on and sell our fancy molasses. 
I n  the meantime. the Executive saw the necessity -of 
having a law so that we would be able to redeem our 
promises, to keep the industry alive, to save Barbados. 
and to assist coopers. 

Sir, I have already told this House how a big mol- 
zsses dealer in Canada spoke to me when I was t h e r ~  
and offered to help coopers here when bulk shipment 
0,~curred. He itold me : "I have lost $20;000 this 
year by taking your fancy molasses in  puncheons. J 
know your difficulties with the coonem. I am not 
harping on my losses but I can fins some work u p  
here in  Canada for some of those displaced coopers. 
we knen+ this bulk shipment of fancy molasses w a s  
bound to take place and to expedite things we came to  
the House and put the right of operating the molasse~. 
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ievy and supervising and overhauling the regulation> 
of marketing and exporting iancy molasses into the 
hands of the Fancy 3lolasses Control and Marketing 
Board because we thought that would be wisc 
and/ would prevent wasting time. 

The Government came down to the Legislature 
with a Bill to do all that and this House passed it. 
It is true that the honourable junior member for St. 
Lucy and the honourable senior member for St. John 
did object strongly about givisg up  of the privileges 
of this House. The Fancy Molasses Control and 
Marketing Act ww amended by deleting Section 2 
whieh says : 

"The Board shall consist of the Director 
"of Agriculture and seven other members 
"appointed in the manner following, that is to 
4 c say, one member by the Governor, two n~em- 
"bers by the Legislative Council, and four 
"members by the House of Assembly. " 
I n  its place, the following was substituted:- 

" The Board shall consist of the Director of 
"Agriculture and seven other members appoint- 
"ed by the Governor-in-Executive Committee. " 
Section (3) of the ~ r i n c i p a l  Act was also deleted 

and the following was substituted :- 
"The members of the Board appointed by the 
" Governor-in-Executive Committee shall hold 
"office for a period of five years from their 
6 6 appointments : 
Provided that- 

(a)  a member a t  any time by notice in 
"writ5ng to the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
g (  mittee resign his offic*; 

(b) the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
"may declare the office of eny member vacant 
6 l on the ground that he is from any just cause 
''unfit to continue in oflice." 
Sub-sections (10), (Ill), (12) and (13) of the 

principal Act were also deleted and the followin:? 
substituted :- 

" (10). Any vacancy caused by  death, resigna- 
tion or otherwise shall be filled by the Governor-in- 
Zxecutive Committee but  the member so appointed 
shall hold office so long as the member whose office 
is vacant would have held office. 

" (11). If during any period any member 
of the Board is unable, owing to his absence from 
the Island. or to illness, or to any other cause, to 
perform his duties or discharge his functions as a 
member of the Board, the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee may appoint a temporary mem'ber for the 
period during which sudh member is so disabled." 

I t  goes on further to say :- 
4. Section seven of the Principal Act is hereby 

amended by deleting the \i70rds "with the approval 
of the two Houses of the Lcgislkture" occurring 
therein. 

5. (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of the 
principal Act, there shall be raised on all fancy 
molasses procluced in this Island during each crop 
year a levy at  such rate as the Board with the ap- 
proval of the Governor-in-Executive Commit.tee shall 
fix in respect of each crop year. 

(2) Every producer of fanqy molasses sl~all 
pay a levy imposed under the provisions of the 
preceding subsection to the Board not later than the 
thirty-first day of July in the year in which such 
fancy molasses was manufactured. 

(3) All moneys received by the Board 
under the prorisions of this section shall be paid by 
the Board into any one of the Banks operating i n  
this Island to the credit of a special account and the 
moneys so paid shall form a Fund (hereinafter 
called the Fancy Molasses Industry Fund).  

(4) It shail be the duty of the Board to 
provide out ot the s a d  Fancy 1~1olassw I n d u s t ~ y  
~ ~ ' u i i d  I'or the expenses ineurred in carrying out the 
provisions of this seation of this Act, and otherwise 
to admnister the mid Fund for the purposes and in 
the manner prescribed by Regulations made by the 
Board. 

Mr. F. L. WBFrCOTT: Where is the point of 
explanation, Mr. Speaker? The honourable member 
is quoting me as if I made a speech v i th  r,egard to 
the F1ancy Molasses Industry and coopers only. I 
said in my speech that the question of unemployment 
should be taken into consideratioll a n J  rnen~,ionet~ 
generally the reductian in  employment of people who 
were in the Fancy Molasses Industry. I do not think: 
when I made my speech, Your Honour was in tha 
Chair. I pointed out that already coapers i n  the in- 
dustry were laid off and by their losing their jobs, 
it was going to aggravate the situation more. What! 
the honourable Premier is dealing with specifically 
in reply to me is something which I gave notice of 
in questions to the Executive. I have not made refer- 
ence to that specifically in  my speech. I may say( 
that the honourable Premier knows very well that  
I am only a member of the Fancy Molasses Control 
and Marketing Board and that I was only appointed 
because of my being a member of Government and 
having to deal with agriculture. The honourable 
member knows that there are other Boards of which 
I became a member owing to my being a member 
of the Government then, but that I will have t o  re- 
linquish such membership now owing to the fact 
that I am no longer a member of Ckmrnment. 

His Hon. T H E  SPEAKER: What I gather from 
the honourable junior member for  St. Peter-I ww 
not in the Chair when he made his speech-is tha t  
only a portion of his speech was with regard to  the 
prevailing conditions in  the Molasses Industry and 
how it was affecting coopers. What  the honourable 
member wants to make clear is that on the question 
~f the Fancy Molasses Industry, he has already nor- 
rildly asked questions in this House to which he wants 
answers from the honourable minister in charge. I 
should <herefore like the honourable Premier to re- 
strict his reply to anything which may have developed 
out of the speech 2f the honourable junior member 
for St. Peter, but the questions that  the honourable 
member has asked should not be replied to now by 
the honourable Premier but  by the honourable Pfinis- 
ter for Trade, Industry and Labour, a t  the appro- 
priate time. 

Hon. G. H. ADAM;S: Mr. Speaker, the honour- 
able junior member for St. Peter made reference to 
this matter and said: "I have asked questions about 
6t" and that the Government should go into i t  or 
words to that effect. Certainly, Sir, if the honourable 
member made reference to i t  in  hia speech, I am 
'entitled to reply to the matter in the light of its 
true position. That is all I am trying to do. 

His Hon. T H E  SPEAKER: I do think the hon- 
ourable Premier is over arguing 04 this matter. 
There are questions to the Executive on this matter 
by the honourable junior member for  St. Peter, and 
those qnestions should be answered by the honour- 
eble Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour. I do 
not think the House should be burdened with having 
those questions gone into at this time; the answers 
'to them should be given a t  the appropriate time by 
the Minister in  charge. 

Mr. F. L. WAUCOTT : Sir, not long ago, I 
mentioned to this House that I waa not dealing with 
that matter now, so it is not a question of my wishing 
that the matter should be gone into now. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, Surely the 
honourable junior member for  St. Peter or any 
other member of this House can rightly take the 
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Government to task about any matter-in the interest 
of the community. The honourable junior member 
for St. Peter in his speech told the Government about 
the possibility of more une~uployment facing the 
community and in  doing so, made reference to t& 
question of the coopers being laid off. Surely, if t h e  
honourable member made reference to coopers, I am 
entitled to say what the alternative work for coopers 

8 would be. Surely l am entitlecl to say that wibh 
respect to the coopers, Government has enacted a law 
to the effect of putting the onus on the Fancy 
Mojasses Control and Marbetting Board to h d l  work 
for them and to clo that Governmeat has given thai 
Board a fund to work. Surely, Sir, when attacks are 
made on the Government concerning the fact that 
t'lere is a lot of unemployment, for  instance, like 
the coopers, and especially when the Advocate news- 
paper shows them getting a dole, I am entitled on be- 
half of the Government to w y  that the matter is 
being taken care of by the Fancy Molasses Control 
and Marketing Board of whiell the honourable junior 
member for St. Peter is a member. I am entitled tc 
remind the House that the Government foresaw what 
was going to happen to coopers and acted Kve nlonthe 
ago-in August last year-by bringing down a Bill 
which this Legislature passed and which has as one 
of its objects the giving of assistance to coopers. 
'$overnment in that Bill said to the Fancy Molasses 
Board: You must make a cess on the Fancy 
Molasses Industry; you must pay thzt money into 
a fund;  you must make regulations for the securlng O E  
alternative employment for the coopers who would 
be displaced as a result of bulk shipment of molasses; 
and you are allowed, free from legislative interfer- 
ence, to make legislation and to say how that money 
should be spent. I have been at  pains to point out 
to this House that in respect of the matters ( a ) ,  
(b),  (c), and (d) ,  with which the Board was t o  

nake  regulations what purposely was set down in 
(a) was not set down a s  (b) or ( e )  or (d)  because 
i t  was to precede all other things. 

This is what the sections says:- 
"Without prejudice to the generality of sub 

"section (4) of this section, Regulations made under 
k c this section may make provision in respect of the 
i c following matters- 

(a) the securing of alternative employment for 
labour displaced by bulk shipment of fancj 
molasses ; 

Please note that the very first thinmg which thai 
Board was called on to do is to secure employmeni 
for  displaced labour which mems that the very first 
thing to do was to find work for the coopers. Tht 
section goes on to state :- 

" (b)  the payment of interest and depreciatior 
on capital involved in providing bull: 
storage in  this Island or elsewhere; 

(c) the fixing of the price of fanay molas- 
ses and any subsequent adjustment in 
relation to the price of sugar; 

(d)  for preventing fluctuations in the price 
of fancy molasses owing to minimum 

crops. ' ' 
Sir, as can be seen, the Legislature completely gavc 
up all its powers and its rights on the question of 
making regulations in this matter to the Executive 
Committee in order that things may be expeditiously 
gone into bp the Fancy Molasses Board. The hon. 
ourable junior member for St. Peter may renlelnber 
that i t  was clearly pointed out that the question ol 
unemployment was to take priority above all o the~ 
things. 

I am a changed man in  the sense that I am not 
listening to abtac~s on Government without replying 
to them, so it any hon. member xvishes to make 
attacks on this Government, it is his duty to get his 
facts accurately. I am sorry that this debate which 
should have been factual, dealing as it is with the 
financial position of the colony, snould have reaihed 
this stage. God help us if we do not have a sea% 
of humour at  times. I made some reference to the 
Oppositioll when I said that the Government was 
cot learning anything irom it, and I imagined when 
1 said so that the honourable gentleaell on that side 
of the table would have been wreathed i11 smiles to 
see that I was only poking fun at  some of thern. 
Let me tell those honourable members that regularly 
on the Order Paper of the Executive Committee is a 
report of the criticisms of the !Opposition in this 
House from the point of view of every honourable 
n?emtber. There is no question a t  all of this Gov- 
ernment ignoring the views of the Opposition; but 
i t  must be borne in mind that on sollie questions, 
the Government of necessity must have morq facts 
to form its judgment than, honourable members both 
those who belong to the Government Party and those 
outside of the Government Party. Sir, I promise 
members of this House that the members of this 
Governmelit will 'be very careful, though we are still 
Socialists, to maintain a constant watchfulness 
over the finances of this colony. Of conrse, we must 
do all we can to get work for our people. We must 
get jobs for them and seek out all avenues for 
emigration, 'but while we intend to do all that, we 
shall not do i t  by running the country into banlirupt- 
cr or spending all on Pension Acts. I have no fear 
that as long as this Government retains its policy, 
it will remain in power during the lifetime of all 
of us. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Allow me, Mr. Speak- 
er, to make an  explanation a s  to my membership 
on certain Boards. Just as I was a inember of the 
Irrigation Board by, virtue of my being a member of 
the Executive Committee, I was made a member of 
the Fancy Molasses Control and Marketing Board. 
J regard my membership on those Boards purely on 
account of the position in which I was placed while 
I was a member of the Executive Committee. I do 
riot regard my membership on those Boards as any- 
thing personal. Now I am no longer a member of 
the Executive Committee, I consider that  I am no 
longer a member of those Boards. The honourable 
Premier knows that I have been appointed as a mem- 
ber of those Boards because I was dealing with 
agriculture while I was on the Executive and my 
membership on those Boards had nothing to do with 
my position in  the Workers' Union. Similarly, be- 
cause I used to deal with trade as a member of the 
Executive, I was appointed a member of the Control 
Board. I was asked to attend a meeting of that 
Board recently and I informed the Secretary that I 
no longer considered myself a member of that Board 
owieg to my resignation from the Executive Com- 
mittee. 

The question that W. Speaker do now leave the 
Ckair and the House go into committee on the Col- 
onial Estimates, 1954-55 was put and resolved in the 
affirmative without division. 

1 Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House wen% 
into Committee, Mr. SMITH being in the Chair. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I do not 
intend to ask the House at  this time of the morning, 
after such a long sitting, to begin consideration on 
the separate Heads of Expenditure. I now beg that 
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you do now report progress and ask for leave to sit I THE ADJOURNMENT 
again. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which 
agreed to and CI-I~IRMAN reported to M ~ ,  

SPFYIILEIR. A, 

I Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I 'beg tcr 
move that this House do now adjourn nntil next 
Tuesday, 9th March, 1954, at 12 (noon.) 

Hon. M. E. Cox seconded the motion which w a ~  
agreed to and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the Home 

accordingly. I accordingly. 




