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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY - 
Tuesday, 9th March, 1954. . 

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem- 
bly met a t  12 o'clock noon today. . 

Present : I 
His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker), 

Hon. G. H. AD AM^, B.A., C.M.G., Q.C., (PGI.em/iw), 
Mr. S. E.  T. BRANCKEX, Hon. Dr. H.  G. CUMMINS, 
3I.D., C.M., (iwinister of Social Services), Hon. M. E. 
Cox, (sinister of Co~zmz~ni~mtions, Vv'orks ..and 
liowircg), Mr. L. E.  S I T ,  (Chciirmm of 
Gomtmrittees), Hon. R. G. MAPP, (M4.nrister of Trade 
industry a& h b o u r ) ,  Messrs. F. C. WDDARD, 
F. E. MILLER, J. C. MOTTLEY, E .  ST. HOLDER, Hon 
C. !E. TALMA, ( M k b t e r  of Agrilc'ulture, Lands amd 
fisheries), and L. A. W ~ M S ,  U . B .  

Prayer& were read. 

MINUTES - 
The Minutes of the meetings which were held on 

the 19th and 26th January, 1954, respectively, having 
been circulated, were taken as read and confirmed. 

Messra tI$m~s and E. K. W l % c o ~  entered the 
House and took their seats. 

PAPERS LAID I 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Resolution to approve the 
Order entitled "The Civil Establishment (General) 
(Amendment) No. 3 Order, 1949. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Resolution to place the 
sum of $344 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Bxecu- 
tive Committee to supplement the Estimates 1953-54 
Par t  l-Current, as shown in the Supplementary 
Estimate, 1953-54 No. 44, which forms the Schedule 
to the Resolution in connection with refund of Cus- 
toms Duty to fhe Board of Poor Law Guardians o+ 
St. Michael. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Of my intention to mcve 
the House into Committee of Supplya t  its next meet- 
ing in order to consider the Money Resolutior~ of 
which I have just given notice. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TlnilE 

On the motion of Hon. M. E.  Cox seconded#r' 
Hon. C. E. TALMA, the Bill to authorise the Gov- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee to make regulations ?or 
controlling certain areas of the public wharves asd 
highways adjacent thereto and for matters connected 
therewith and incidental thereto, was read first time. 

On the motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded 
by Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS, the Bill to amend thp 
Interpretation Act, 1949, was read a first time. 

Mr. BRYAN entered the House and took his seat. 

RESUMPTION O F  (JOMMITTEE ON THE 
ESTIMATES FOR 1954--55 

Papers were laid a s  follows:- ' Mr. SPE&'KER: The first Order of the Day 1~ 

Hon. M. E. CIOX: Statements of Post Office 
Advances for Payment of Money Orders t o  30th 

31st October and 30th 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The Civil Establishment 

(General) (Amendment) No. 3 Order, 1954. 
Mrs. BOURNE and Mr. SMITH entered the House 

:and took their seats. 

NOTICES 

l I stand part. Government Notices were given as follows :- Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 

to resume Cbmmittee on the Estimates for the finan- 
year, 195P55. 
Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House re- 

sumed C o m ~ t t e e  on the Estimates for the financial 
yeas, 1954--55, Mr. ShllTH being in the Chair. 

HEAD I---OVERNOR 

Head I-Governor-was called. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that He& 

Hon. M. E. COX: Bill to authorise the Gov- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee to make reg~lat~ions for 
controlling certain areas of the public %'halves and 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman,-The honourabla 
senior lllember for s t .  ~~~~~h is Tvell 
the fact that honourable members would. like to 

highways adjacent thereto and for matters connected knoa- l,-\-hy, since a State Car has been given to the therewith and incidentar thereto. Governor of this colony, we should stlll provide thr: 
Hon. G. H. ADAMSI: Bill to amend the Inter- travelling allowance. (Last year we put in the itern 

pretation Amet, 1949. "Upkeep of Car" and the honourable member 
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assured us that on the purchase of this State Car, 
the travelling allowance would be cut out of tbe  
Estimates. I would like to know if the honourable 
=ember can explain why both the items "Upkeep 
of Car" ancl "Travelling Allov~ance" are in  the 
Estimates on this occasion. I think an  explanation 
1s necessary. 

Hon. G. H. ADANIS: Unfortunately, the debates 
are not up to date and we cannot get the 

debate, but I could not have given honour- 
able me~nbers such an  undertaking. Last year we 
came d o \ ~ n  to the House for a new car and travel- 
ling allowa~lce and i t  would be difficult to see how 
we could have done that and give a n  undertaking 
that we did not want travell~ng allowa~lce when 
we asked for it. The Governor has to travel and 
therefore he gets travelling allowance. I repeat; 
I am sorq- that the debates are not up to date and 
I cannot take up  an  "Official Gazette" and quote 
what I did say; but I could ilot have given such an 
t~ssurance. The ownership of a car by an individual 
in  the Civil Establishment could have no bezryng 
on travelling allowance; this travelling allowance 
is the ordinary travelling allowance to which any 
Civil Servant who has to travel on Government 
business is entitled. He either comes within the 
schedule for the payment of travelling allowance or, 
in the case of the Governor, he comes under the 
~ 0 ~ e r n o r ' s  V O ~ P  : the Use of hfs Own 0"- is utterly 
immaterial ill the matter of travelling allo~i~ance. 

Mkw-5. HAYNES, VAUGHAN and E .  D. M o I - ~ , ~  
came into the Committee and took their seats. 

Mr. LEWIS: I would like to recount exactly 
what took place. The Estimates came to us last year 
without the item "Upkeep of car" in them and 
since m(. were providing this car, the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph introduced the item 
" Upkeep of car". We were told that since you expect 
to get a car during the year you ivould provide for 
the upkeep of the car; but niether the car nor the 
upkeep of it was put in the1 Estimates as printed. 
The honourable member said that not only would tht  
travelling allowance be taken out this year but i t  
would he stopped during the year when the car ar- 
rived. The honourable member knows that the item 
"Travelliag Allo\?iance" is a recent additioll to this 
Head; the upkeep of the car and the price of the 
csr were put into the Estimates during the con- 
sideration of this Head last year. I am not arguing 
that the travelling allowance should come out or 
not; the fact remains that last yeal. the honourable 
member ?aid he would put in the price of the car 
and the upkeep of the car and the travelling allo~v- 
anee would be stopped on the arrival of the car. 
Now we find that all three of the items are in the 
Estimatps; we provide the car, we givg travelling 
e1lowance and Ire  must pay for the upkeep of the 
car as mTell. If this is a case which the honour- 
able member feels that the salaly of the Governor 

not been increased in recent years 2nd he would 
like him to get $870 more by way of travelling al- 
lowancp. the best thing to do is to say so; but 
jn the light of what took place We have been giden 
inconsistent explanations. We are now burdened 
with all these things. 

Hon. G.  H. ADAMS: I am  peaking for the 
last time. Item 19 "Upkeep of car" is purely for 
maintaining this car in  good condition and to cover 
the monthly check the Department of Highways 
and Transport and insurance. That is nothing to do 
with the everyday gaaolene and oil. I am song- I 
have not got the "Official Gazette" with the debate 
brit it is utterlv inconceivable that I couId have 
said that we will stop the travelling allowance when 
we get this car; you want travelling aIlowance when 
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v ~ u  have a car. This trmelling allo\~ailce is the same 
8s that to which any other Civil Servant is entitlecl 
r? he is using a car whether i t  is his own private prop- 
erty or the property of the Government ; the gasolene 
and oil consumption is the travelling illlowance. The 
Department of Highways and Transpcrt check Gov- 
ernment vehicles as well as this State car;  they check 
every month and item 19 covers that ;  but if ally real 
mechanical fault appeared i t  is not intended to 
cover that. I cannot say anything more; travellilig 
allowance is travelling allowance which anybody gets. 
for gasolene, wear and tear, oil and so on. Before I 
sit  down, I am asking leave to delete item 22 "Office 
Equipment, $115" became since these Estimates 
were made up the stuff has arrived and i t  has bee11 
paid for. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

Mr. LEWIS: I know that the honourable 
member is ill an  awkward position. I would like to 
kllow ho\y long has the Governor been using a car 
and how long has the travelling allowance been put 
in the Estimates? If the two things should go to- 
gether, why was the travelling allowance only given 
within recent years? The honourable member is 
now bringing up some nelr7 theory to explain what 
he has got caught with. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I recall that when we 
voted for the provision of the car we were given the 
impression that we ,vould not have to give any 
travelling allowance. I am sure about that. Speaking 
for myself, it looks to me that when you give a car 
you give gasolene. Whatever the Premier might say 
today, I recall u~ell that we were given the impres- 
sion that the prbvision of the car we would 
not give any travelling allowance; but if you give 
p, car you have to put gasolene in  it. This item 
"Travelling Allowance" should not have been put  
in here at  all. I an1 not opposing the amount of 
money; I am opposing this item being called 
travelling allowance. I t  strikes me that: if a car has 
been provided at all, you must give a gasolene 
allowance; that is what this item should have been. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I accept tbat  suggestion 
because that is exactly what this item is intended 
far. I will change it to "Gasolene and Oil 
Allowance." 

Mr. MILLER: I am asking the Premier whether 
he would be willing to add to the cost of this Head 
by bringing about an immediate end to the use of 
ljrisoners at Government House. I think we have 
reaclhed the stage urhere the use of prisoners a t  Gm- 
crilment House is unpleasant alld undignified. I do 
not think that is \Tantea. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I agree with the 
honourable rnemk,er but I J;iould suggest to him 
that he bring up the matter under another Head. 
Sometimes I feel that this should not be so and 
sometimes 1 feel differently; but I think the matter 
&ould be raised under another Head. 

A I ,  MILLER: I hope that the matter will bd 
but i t  will certainly entail a n  increase 

under this Head you T5~ill have to pay for thq 
gardrl1ers. I hope the h ~ n ~ ~ ~ ~ a b l ~  member will gi% 
an  assurance that he will increase the amount under 
this Head rather than cause that unpleasant atmos- 
phere which hononrable members see and feel. I do 
not think ive shonld give a bad impression to visitom 
to Government House who happen to see these 
people. 

Mr. LEWIS: I think that there has been some 
change ill this matter under the item "Unestablished 
Staff." 

I Mr. MILLER : Only two hours ago some hon- 
I ourable members would bear evidence to the fact 
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that regardless of any change in  the Estimates, 
prisoners were still working at Government House. 
This is the fifth time for the year that I havp been 
making this request in respect of the prisoners. 

Mr. LEWIS:  The honourable member had the 
Estimates in  his hands longer than today and he 
could see that the item "IJnestablished Staff" has 
been increased and that gardeners have been includ- 
ed there. 

The question that Head I stand part was put 
a n d  resolved in the affirmative without division. 

HEAD 11 - SECRETARIAT 

Head 11-Secretariat-was called. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Head I[ 

stand part. 
Hon. Dr .  C u h r n l ~ ~ s  seconded the motion which 

vas  agreed to. 

HEAD 111 - ACCOUNTANT GENERAL 

Head 111-Accountant Gen5ral-was called. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Head 

111 stand part. 
Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMlXS: I beg to second 

that. 
lvIr. GODDAR,D: In connection with ,item 13, 

last year ,ve questioned this 
matter and 1 think me should question i t  again. The 
amount of this item is $1.00 and the note says: "Pro- 
vision for travelling expenses of Accountant General 
and staff on Departmental duties." I am wondering 
nhether this item should be left in the Estimates; 
I think it is a recent addition in recent years. I f  
the Premier can tell us about the travelling in re- 

9, 1954 M1 

Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: I do not mind who 
agrees with the honourable member. I said last year 
that the Colonial Secretary should have travelling 
allowance iPJhe had to go to District "F'" and call 
for the books or cash and check them. I am somy t~ 
hear that the Auditor General has become so stupid 
as not to agree with us and agree with the Govern- 
ment. l think that the least said in connection with 
this matter is the better; I am going to move that 
this item "Travelling Expenses, $100" be deletd. 
Last year the Government did not agree with tb3 
Oppcsitioii, but sometimes when you do not agree 
with the Opposition you should try to convince them 
at  least about a m s t t ~ r .  If the Government can give 
the real reason for this expenditure then I would say 
that this Officer should be given travelling allowance 
just as anybody else is given under the Aet. If you 
just say that this $100 is for the travelling expenses 
of this Officer, I will just say that merely because 
a n  officer says something and the Government 
zgrecs with it, it is not necessary for honourable 
members to agree with it. I beg to move that this 
item be deleted. 

31r. GODDIAR<D: I beg to second that. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS : As a Government we not 

cnly h a ~ e  to go on what the House has approved of 
before, biit \Ire also have to act according to the best 
inforil~atioa and advice we have as to the organisa- 
tion of the Civil Sarvice. We have been informed 
and we are convinced that i t  serves a useful purpose 
for the Accountant General to do what he does a: 
present; l,,e have come down to the H~~~~ with this 
matter alld the H~~~~ approved of it in spite of 
c\bjections. what is the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t 7 ~   position^ 
tphe of the I I ~ ~ ~  agree with the G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -  

I nlent and the tells the Government that it is 
spect of this Department, we should be glad to hear. right; there is no complaint where the Officers are 

i!~lesrs BARROW and F. 1 ~ .  WALC~TT came I concerned and we are asked today to drop this matter 
the Committee and took their seats. r merely because the two honourable members for the 

Hon. 'G. H. ADAMS: The Accoulltant General City objyct to i t !  There was a tilne when there were 
has to t r a z l  to the country periodically and make I certain officers who had to travel occasionally and 
checks a t  Seawell and the Agricultural Stations. (Mr. 
E .  D. MOTTLEY. The Auditor General). When the 
cffice of Accountant General was established, the Ac- 
countant 'General undertook the duties of checking 
p~ iod ica l ly ;  from the time we had a n  Accountant 
General he has been making checks a t  these places. 
He insists that he himself should go unexpectedly 
2nd visit these places and that is the only effective 
way of checkinE up at  these places. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Charlton wanted some money 
to run  around with and he was just a nuisance; he 
went around and met people who allowed him to 
check the cash. He went into the Treasury on a Bank 
Holiday and he had to  niake an explanation as to 
why he went there. This going around and checking 
of cash by the Accountant General is an  encroach- 
ment on the dutles of the Auditor General of the 
cdony;  if the Accountant General is checking th;: 
books, that is all right, but you cannot have two 
people checking the cash. So far  as the duties of 
the Accountant General are defined in the Act, he 
would have to institute a new system of bookkeeping: 
end if he sees that  the books are being kept, that is 
all right; but it is the Auditor General's job to go 
wherever money is kept and check the cash and the 
books as well. It would be an unknabk  position for 
the Auditor General to have some other Head of 
a Department going around and making this check, 
it is inconsistent with the correct ettitnde toward.; 
this matter. Let the Accountant General stic-lr to  his 
duties. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Neither the Government 
nor the Auditor General agrees with the honourable 
member who has just spoken. 

they were allowed travelling expenses under the 
ordinary travelling allowance rate. You hired a car 
fro111 Johnson7s Garage and that was paid for ;  it :v?s 
spasmodic. I repeat that if we are advised that it is 
~xpedrient for the Accountant General to make these 
periodical checks and there is no objection raised that 
somebody is doing something which duplicates some- 
body else's work, what is the Government to do bbt  
put this item in the Estimates? I appeal to honour- 
ahle members to show us when we are wrong, but we 
are not wroiig in this matter. 

Mr. LEWIS:  If you refer to the Act you will 
see that there are certain duties which the Accountant 
General has to perform and the Governor-in-Execu- 
tive Committee has to impose other duties. If the 
Government has asked the Accountant General to  
go around and see that a certain system of book- 
keeping and accounts is being kept up  to date, I do 
pot think the House would object to tha t ;  if you say 
that he is the Accountant General and he is looking 
after the accounts, that is all right; but when you 
sap that he has to cheek cash as well-the honourable 
senior member for  St. doseph has just said so, and 
that is what the Acqountant General has done_ 

Hon. G. H.  ADAMS : If I said SO, that is a slip; 
I have not heard that the Accountant General is 
cheekinq the cash. I cannot say whether he checks 
the cash or not; what I did sap was that whatever 
checkinp the Accountant General does i s  not objected 
to by  the Auditor as  interfering with his diities. 
The Governor-in-Executive Committee always leaves 
the Auditor General to himself; we used t o  make 
sure that no money is spent willy-nilly; if the Auditor 

4 General felt that you are doing something which 
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xou should not do he would have to inform the 
Government about it. 

Mr. LEWIS : It would have been better for  the 
honourable member to qay a t  the beginning that he 
does not know what the Accountant General does 
when he goes around; if the Accountant General is 
checking the cash and the Auditor General amees 
with that, he is wrong in  doing SO, because the 
officers in the country would not know who has t o  
check tile cash. The Accountant General should see 
that the accounting syetem is kept up  to dlate, but 
not cheek the cash because that is a dangerous thing. 
The next thing is that we should make a distinction 
between travelling allowa,nce and travelling em=- 
penses; what we have here should be travelling al- 
lowan(ce and what we had just no1.i should have 
been travelling expenses. Travelling allowance is to 
be paid to a scale or the horourable mem- 
ber has got caught there again. 

As regards item 14 "Furn i t~~re ,  $400", I think 
it is performing a miracle to purchase a desk, chairs 
d d  filing and storage cabinets with $400. That is 
n marvellons thing and I must certainly congratulate 
the Government or the Acoountant General on get- 
tbg these i te rn  for $400. I am wondering if in 
respect of other Heads we can insist on their doing 
the same thing. ljast year they only asked for $200 
and I have the word "joke" written against i t ;  
even the increase makes i t  a joke. 

Mr. BARROW: On the last occasicn the Gov- 
ernment asked for  travelling expenses for the Ac- 
countant General-the departed Mr. Charlt~n-the 
amount asked for was $50 a month. To the best of 
my recollection that is the amount which the Gov- 
ernment, required at  that time and which they at- 
tempted to explain away. Both thl honournbl? 
members for the City and I adopted the attitude 
that i t  was only the thin end of the wedge and that 
the next thing which would happen would be that 1 
they would be giving him a motor car. Since then 
apparently the new Accountant General or the per- 
'On the that $loo bp 
sufficient whereas $600 was the amount demanded 
before. If the Government were always well advised 
5t seems to me that there would not have been suclr 
a great disparity between the two amounts and it 
is not good enough for the honourable senior member 
for St. i.JIoseph to tell us that ther have been well 
advised because- 

Hon. G. 1-1. ADAMS: Where does the honours. 
ble member get this $6W from the year befora 
pnd last year the amount was $100 the same as it i3 
this year. 

Mr. B m R a W :  If ae honourable rnemtvep. 
mould check back he would find that they did come 
to this House for an allowance of $50 a month for 
the Accountant General. Unlike the members of the 
Administration  rho advise the Governlnent, I myself 
am not iafallible, but I notice that the Premier and 
the Ministers have moved over to positions formerly 
occupied by members of my Party 

Mr. CHAIfWIAN: Let the honourable member 
keep away from that. 

Mr. BARROW: It all concerns this item. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: Keep to the items undefi 

Head I11 of the Estimates. 
Mr. BARROW: Now t&at the Premier and th? 

 minister^, have swung further to the right I 
thought that they would have been imbue2 
with the wisdom which emanated from col1eague.s 
and myself. but apparently, that has not been 
the case. To tell the House that thev have been 
well advised means that we must accept everything 
*hich has been put in the Estimates; I thought the 
Premier would have said that they have exa&ed I 

the matter t h e w l v e s  and they are in a position tcb 
give the facts. I must join issue with the Government 
on the matter of the Accountant General, whose duties 
db not normally call for travelling, asking for a u  
allowance which he could use m t e  bhmhe whenever 
he feels disposed to  go into the cmintry allegedly on 
business or to take a drive. I t  is not normally within 
the province of the Accountant General to go around 
the country and examine, we do not know what, 
because the honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
cannot tell us  what the Accountant General is going 
to examine. I think that that is ~ ~ s u r p i n ~  the func-t 
tions of the Auditor General, except we are setting 
up an elaborate spy system in the Civil Service where 
F e  have one Head of a Department spying on the 
other to see if he is doing his job properly. I do not 
think we should encourage Heads of Departments 
to think that a t  any time they allocate certain func- 
tions to themselves we will necessarily approve of 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I need not go further than 
l%%-53 when we asked for the sum of $100 and itL 
was granted. The Accountant General has been going 
to Departments to see that Proper accounting and 
the custody of Government fundshave been carried 
out, and in addition clerks who draw Eoney from the 
banks are told that they should get a taxi rather 
than walk. That is a part of these travelling ex- 
penses. I have no information as to the actual check- 
i11g of cash by the Accountant General, but he goes 
goes to Departments to see that proper accounting 
is done and that the custody of Goverllment funds 
iq such as, normally, speaking, is not likemly to lead 
to a leakage of Governnlellt funds. 

The question that item '13 be deleted was put 
and resolved in the negative, the Committee dividing 
as fol~ows:- 

Ages: Messrs. HAYNEB, E. K. WALCOTT, E. D. 
MOTTLE~ and G O D D A R ~ .  

Noes: Hon. G. Er. ADAMS, Hon. Dr. CUMMINS, 
Hon. R I .  E. Cox, Hon. C. E. TAL~IA, Hon. R. G. MAPP, 
&lrs. BouRNn, H o ~ o ~ a ,  BARRoW1, 
Lmrs, MILLER, WILLIAMS, F. L. WAJ~COTT, BRANCKER, 
d .  C. MOTTLEY and VAUOEAN-16. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Before you put the ques- 
tion, Mr. Chairman, I should like t~ say that the 
criticisms which have been made as to furnishing have 
been carefully gone into and I must eay that hon- 
ourable members who may have had the misfortune 
to see about furnishing must realise how comparative- 
ly  expensive i t  is to  furnish. The question of giviny 
jobs to one person or a couple of people has been 
carefully gone into, the accusntions made in  some 
previous debate about furnishing have been kept in 
knind by the Government and i t  is not accurate to 
say that sollle favourite gets the money. As regards 
item 14, the desk costs $230, the chairs $82 and the 
cabinets, $88. If honourable members want more in- 
formation I call give them privately, as  to the 
different people mhonl we have approached and the  
figures which we have bern given; the Government, 
is perfectly satisfied that, with the cost of labour and 
mahogany being what it is, these figurm could only 
be improved upon if you make the furniture out OE 
fir or birch. 

The question that Head 111 stand part was put  
and resolved in  the affirmative without division. 

HEAD IV-AUDITOR GENERAL 

Head IV-Auditor General-was called. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: 1 beg to move that Head 

TV stand part. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
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Mr. LEWIS: Some time during the current 

E~iancial year I think questions were asked about the 
holding up of certain work and there was the in- 
clination to blame the Auditor General's Depart- 
ment for it. I heard froni an outside source that 
there was no such state of affairs and I am wonder- 
i ng  if the honourable member who asked the ques- 
tions would not take the opportunity of saying 
whether he was wrong or not, or that the number of 
clerks there be increased. 1 think the questions were 
ill respect of pay sheets for the teachers; if this 
1)epartment has too many people or too few peopl 
m it, this is the opportunity for honourable member: 
t u  say so. We have the opportunity of reviewing the 
whole Civil Establishment now so do not let us sit 
down quietly and give the impression that we are per- 
fectly satisfied, and then raise grievances either real 
or imaginary afterwards. I think that some state- 
rnent should be made in connection with this matter: 
I am informed that it was not the felilt of this De- 
partment that the backpay was kept back. If thi: 
De~ar tment  is doing a good job i t  should be defend- 
ed. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I have not had the time tn 
go, as thoroughly as I should like to go, into' the 
working of the Auditor General's Department. Thc 
Report of Mr. Foster so fa r  is pretty exhaustive. 
What was said about the backpay was that it was 
7h:rsieally impossible to do the work any faster; it 
was not suggested that the Auditwr General's office 
was slackening. As far  as the Government is con- 
cerned, there is no thought that this office could have 
done better and did not do any better. VTe have con- 
tinued for years, without any Organisation  office^ 
telling us how things might be speeded up and things 
like this might happen where extra work is thrown 
on an  office. 

Mr. GODDARD : These questions were asked by 
me on behalf of the teachers who wanted their money 
an4  they could not get i t ;  I do not know if they 
have got i t  yet. Christmas was coming on and I was 
told that the Department of Education had worked 
out the amounts and sent them to the Auditor Gen- 
eral's Office and the matter was resting in that Office 
for  somebody to apply his attention to it. I was told 
that  the teachers could not get their back pay by 
Christmas. To me that was a very unsatisfactory 
state of aEairs and I do not know even now if any 
attention has been given to it. Whenever anybody 
approaches me and makes out a case such as that. 
I am prepared to ask questions in  this House about 
5t. I do expect that in future replies to questions 
will be given much more speedily than they have 
been given in the past;  what is m T e  important is 
that a proper system of giving replles to question! 
by honourable members should be implemented, y e  
should have a proper Question Time and an  Order 
Paper should be made out in  respect of queqtion~ 
and when they are to be answered so that member:: 
of the public can come in here when they are inter- 
ested in  any question and hear the replies given 
by the AXinisters; that is what the public has been 
asking for. I hope that when the Rules are revisecl 
care will be taken of that matter. 

Mr. ALLDER came into the Committee and took 
his seat. 

The question that  Head I V  stand part was put 
and resolved in  the affirmative without division. 

HEAD V-HARBOUR AND smpma MASTER 
Head V-Harbour and Shipping Master-was 

called. 
Hon. G. H. AOAMS : I beg to move that Head V 

stand  art. 
Hon. Dr. C m N S  : I beg to second that. 
Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY : I n  connection with Item 

20, "Training of Apprentices", I would like t o  knav 

how the selection is made aad by whcrn it is made. 
It seems to me that only a special clique of appren- 
tices is selected for  this training. 

Hon. M. E. COX: The selection is made bg 
a Board; these people are dealt with under the 
Bursaries Act. 

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: I s  this niatter knowu 
throughout the island so that people in the country 
can apply for, and get the benefit of, this training? 

Hon. M. E. COX : This is an  island-wide mat- 
ter ;  i t  is published in the Press and anybody from 
any parish can apply for this training. 

The question that Head V stand part was put  
and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

IIEAD VI-CUSTOMS ' 

Head VI-Customowas called. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Head 

V1 stand part. 
Ston. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. F'. L. WALCOTT : I would like to pay tribute 

to the holder of this office of Comptroller of Customs 
who is on contract. This officer has done a lot for this 
Department; he has put it on a good basis. However, 
I am hoping that in the future when the Head 
of this Department is to be appointed, a local offioer 
will Ije the holder of the post. I m ccnseious of the 
fact that there are some persons in this Department 
and in the Government Service who are capable of 
holding this post, and in  view of the fact that Cus- 
toms Union is one of the things which have been 
accepted in  principle, we can look forward to our 
own people holding such' posts. I am not against 
expatriates holding posts, but I think of the aspira- 
tion of our people and I say that a person like Mr. 
EVelyn could hold the office of Comptroller of Cus- 
t,oms with distinction and ability. I hope that the 
claims of our local people1 will be pressed as acainst 
those of expatriates. 

As regards item 21 "D~awbacks General" I EMXI 

that the amount of this item varies from what it was 
last year. The last sentence of the note to this item 
states : 
"Llso includes $8,000 for es gratk, payments whiph 
have been approved by the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee. 

Last year the note to this item did not carry my-  
thing like that. The Act gives the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee authority to make drawbacks 
and rebates on certain items and I would like to 
know something about these ex grmtk p a - p e n t s  for 
which this $8,000: is prov'ided. These payments need 
not be ex gra;tl;a payments a t  all; if i t  is a case of a 
drawback, the money is given. I n  some eases the 
Governor imports articles for himself and! he is given 
the drawback; but I would like to know somethmg 
about this extra provision of $8,000. 

Mr. h E W I S :  I would like to know if the 
aries set out here are in the right column; I would 
has considered the question of the washing of  bottle^ 
also like to know whether the appropriate Minister 
in the Rum Bond and whether the Government will 
permit that to be continued. The amount d th 
item "Water Rates" has gone from $300 to  $3550. 
As to  the item "Rent of W a r e h o ~ ~ " ,  we see that 
the amount is recoverable under Revenue, Read 
VJII, but  that is not entirely true ; in  same cases 
you will never recover a certain amount ; only a part 
of i t  will be recoverable. The amount of this item 
is nearly $14,000 and the Government could really 
have built a bond by now; it is time to  consider this 
question unless you expect that the rum business 
will be dropped altogether. If that  is the case, what 



844 - HOUSE 
--p 

* 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEcY: I thank the honourable 
member for his advice, but  he should really appre- 
ciate that one ean hardly do any better when he fol- 
lows the example set by people on the other side. 
I will never t ry  to do anything which would conflict 
with the ruling of the Chair. I started off t o  say 
that I should like to draw to the attention of the 
Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour a grievance 
u-hich has been brought to my notice; if I mention 
one item you, Mr. Chairman, have the right to say 
that I cannot speak on that item, therefore I am 
speaking on all the items. I n  other words, I am 
touching on all these items but I am not going to 
make any second readling speech. I was only saying 
under this Head that it was drawn to my notice 
that  since the inauguration of the Five Year Plan 
and goods are paid for on the c.i.f. values, poor 
people who have articles sent to them by relative; 
in  t%e United States of America have had thing? 
mad6 very difficult for them because the freight and 
sc; on, came to much more than the cost of the lar- 
tides which the relatives sent; consequently, many 
articles had to remain in  the warehouse. Seeing that 

is the point of appointing somebody in England; as an  investigation into this matter and see what can 
'I'rade Commissioner for the purpose of s~l l ing  sugar-e done to relieve the situation. 
I would really like to get some information on that 

i 
hlr. BARROW: I tvould like to support the 

point. enquiry made by the honourable junior member for 
L am hoping that the honourable senior member St- Peter as regards these ex graltia payments for 

for St. Thornas can supply the figurm in respect of which the sum of $8,000 is ~rovided,  and I would 
these different bonds and see if the Government is also like to enquire from the ~ i u i s t e r  of ~ r a d e ,  
really recovering the rznt; the rent for  one of these Industry and Labour as to whether the sum of $20 
buildings is high and you could only recover this in respect of item 22 "Allowances for  shortages" :S 

money if you keep the bonds full of rum. We have sufficient to cover the deficiencies which the Govern- 
been told on onz ocedsion that the bottom had fallen , ment knom7s have occurred in the spir i t  Some- 

out of  the rum trade; I should like a check to be kept time within the last 18 or 20 months. We have 
on each of these bonds and if it will not pay notic24 the Government making any provision for 
the G~~~~~~~~~ to build a rum bond. ?ve are not reimbursing the ownem-I understand that they are 
against people having their own bond but let i t  be not reimbursing the owners-but I am wondering ou 
subject to Government supervision. i what basis the Government arrives at  the decision 

I not to reimburse people who put  their rum in the 
BZr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I would like to draw 1 Spirit Bond and due to negligence or lack of 

the honourahle Minister cannot even pretend not to 
know what I am speaking about and how this state 
of affairs must affect the ordinary people who must 
depend upon their relatives in the 'IJnited States 
of America for foodstuffs, I am sure he will make 

attention to what is a hardship on some people. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: What is the item on which 

the honourable member is speaking? 
Mr. E .  D. >1OTTLaEy: I am speaking on an 

~ t c m  and the Chairnlall Tvill 170t tell mp l ~ ~ h e n  to men 
tion that item, because I will be speaking on all the 
~trrns. I would liBe to draw the attention of the 
honourable Minister to- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: There are items which arc 
fixed by' law and there are items which are not fixed 

wnment that where you have local who are 
fit and suitable for posts, these people will be pre- 
ferred above any other applicants from anywhere 
else. I quite agree with the honourable member that 
all suitable local applicants should be considered 
favourably as Heads of Departments wherever these 
vacancies occur. The honourable inember also raised 
the question under item 21 relative to drawbacks 
and he was supported by the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. George. As to the question of including 
under this Head this amount of $8,000 in respect of 
this item, I must confess that I have not got the break 
down; when I got on the Estimates Committee this 
Head had already been concluded, and I am therefore 
suffering from a general drawback in that respect my- 
self. (Laughter.) However. Mr. Chairman, 1 was won- 
dering if the honourable junior member for St. Peter 
could not assist me in that respect because he musr, 
have considered this matter i n  Executive Committee 
and on the Estimates Committee. The note says: 

"Also includes $8,000 for ex gratia payments 
which have been approved by the Governor-in-Execu 
tive Committee. " 

proper accommodation they suffer a loss or deficien- 
cy through carrying out their obligations to store 
rum in the Government Spirit Bond. I am wonder- 
ing oil what basis they arrive a t  the amount allowed 
for  shortages; if the Government ha6 no intention of 
storing people's m m  properly and of not ~&nburs.  
ing them when the rum is lost or stolen without any 
e~plana~tion from the Government a t  all, I am sure 
that the merchants will make representations to t he  
Government that they should be allowed to store 
their rum in their own bonds rather than in the Gov- 

I have no knowledge of any such approral; they 
were not approved in my time and I can only assume 
that they were approved when the honourable junior 
member for St. Peter was a member of the Est imatq 
Committee. 

by law. I should like the honourable member just erllment Spirit Bond because there will be a liability to mention the partic.ular item on 1vhic.h he is speak- which neither the merchants nor self-respectin'g ing. I - 1 p?ople would like in this matter. 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I all1 speaking on Hear1 
of the Estimates and I am speaking 'l1 the 

items to be voted. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: How am I to know on which 

item the honourable member is speaking? 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: On a point of order. 

The honourable meamber on the right of the honour- 
&le senior melnber for the City ougllt to tell him 
that i t  is courteous to honourable members to name 
the items on which he is speaking. 1 am surprised to 
see that the honourable member is trying to arguti 
with the Chair when he knows that he must not d!p 
that. The honourable member on his right c01114 
tell him the same thing. 

We should be given some breakdown of this $8,000 
and an explanation as to the basis on which these e J  
yrntia payments will be made in future or have been 
made in the past. I feel i t  is entirely unsatisfactory 
that the conditions which have been exposed at the 
Government spir i t  Bond should have existed at  all 
and no reassurance given by the Government that 
these conditions are not existing now' or will not con- 

I tinue in  the future. That is a situation which can 
only spread despondency and alarm among the tax- 
payers and members of the mercantile community- 

' Hon. R. G.  MAPP: As to the first point raised 
by the honourable junior member for St. Peter, I 
think he will agree that i t  is the policy of this GOV- 
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I can only say what I know. I say again the 
note was written before 1 was appointeci to the mm- 
istry. I take it that these c&-officu, appointments have 
already been approved by the Governor. As regards 
the point raised by the honourable junior men:- 
ber tor the City, 1 have enquired into the matter 
and am told that the figures there are i'or general 
expenses. They are payable to the Waterworks under 
the regular water rates. I do not know, but it appears 
a s  if i t  is not an easy job to make a charge to these 
rum exporters for mere washing of bottles in the 
,bond, but the Government loses nothing and .the 
charges are really rec~vered.  A point was also r a l s d  
by the same honourable member with regard to recov- 
ering the sums incurred by paying rents on boncls. 

agree with him on that  point. If you rent bouds, 
you should make sure that the rent is mc~verablf!. 

The hornourable senior member for the City 
raised the ~ o i n t  that parcels coming into the island 
from overseas for charitable organisations should 
come in duty free. I too agree with that poillt, but 
i t  must be proven satisfactorily that the contents 
are only for charitable organisations. If that is Prov- 
en, you should not pay duty. 1, holvever, believe 
that the honourable mem'ber will wree  with me that 
it will take a lot of examination to make sure that 
there are no 'escapees' and people do not t ry to take 
advantage of the system(. It is known that there are 
people who would take advantage of such a situation. 
I t  is not a matter which can be worked out easily; 
the question will fake going into very carefully. I 
will however promise the honourable member to in- 
vestigate i t  and see what I can do about it. 

So far  as the question raised by the honourable 
wniw member for St. George with regard to con- 
ditions a t  the Spirit Bond, 1 will look into the mat- 
ter but I must let the honourable member know that 
no ~o~mplaint  about the m'atter has yet reached my 
ears. NOW that he has raised it, I will look into the 
question. 

Mr. B. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I ex- 
pacted the honourable Minister would have answer- 
ed my question but he has not. I asked the aupstiofi ill 
all good faith but instead of answering it, the hen- 
oilrable Minister is trying to associate rile with a 
decisicm that has been raisecl in the ExecutilTe Corn* 
mittee. Some honourable members seem to he smil- 
inc because I say so, but they can smile. Let me 
tell this Committee that I have not attended a sin& 
meeting of the Executive Committee dealin:: with 
these Estimates; therefore the suggestion that I 
.nould know somethincr oif i t  is unkind to me. I n a t  
T want to stress is, if that decision mere made wile11 I 
was a member of the Rxecutive Committer, I know 
~ o t h i n g  of it. Arain, T have not attended a meet- 

' 
"by the Comptroller, olr any excess of what was 
"due, or as duty on articles not arriving by 

r "the ship for which the duty paid warrants 
' ' are passed. " 
The amount of $80,000 is set down as money 

"authorised by law," therefore, you must of neces. 
sity pay out of it for anything authocrised by law. 
What l do not understand about the note to that 
amount is if you are authorised by law to pay out 
of it, why put  the words: "Also includes $8,W for 
ex-gratis: payments which have been approved by 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee. " Does this 
mean that the Governor-in-Executive Committee has 
agreed to pay for  something that is not authorised 
'by law? I want t o  know. What is the item? Why 
suggest that I was a party to i t ?  Even if that  were 
so, is it not in  my pQwer to ask the question so that 
this Committee might know the answer? The stupid 
suggestion that I am asking a question that 1 should 
know is out of the question. I may say that  I did not 
expect a different reply from the honourable Minis- 
ter Trade, Industry and Commerce. The hoilour, 
able member said he became a member of the Execu- 
tive Committee only a t  the beginning of last month. 
X admit to that, but if the honourable member would 
look carefully and compare the note with that in last 
year's Estimates he will see that  what I am speaking 
about is something new that  has 'b'een pu t  into it. 
Surely if he cannot say, some other minister who 
was a, member of the Estimates Goramitbe should 
be able to say. I resent and repudiate the suggestion 
that I am asking a question to which I should know 
the answer. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, the ques- 
tion is really under the portfolio of the honourable 
Iflinister of Trade, Industry and Labour, and as 
every hon. member knows, the honouraMe membLr 
1-as done the best he could under the circumstances 
to answer the question. I could have stopped him, 
to speak, and answered the question. I should not 
use the word 'stop' 'because the hononrable junior 
rtlember for St. James has on an mcasion hint& that  
I should not use the whip on the ministers, The hen- 
ourable senior member for St. Thomas under whose 
portfolio is this department said no more than vrhat, 
honourable members would have thought themselves 
and that is that the honourable junior member fm 
S't. Peter should be ablel himself t o  give the explam- 
tion. Sir, i t  is no longer a secret what is the attitude 
of the honourable junior mem'ber for St. Peter to- 
wards this Government and I know that I must keep 
2, tremendous ho4d of myself not to take any notice 
of what the honotwable member says when he gets I up to speak in  this Chamber. 

This matter is nothing new as the honourable 
ing of the Execut iv~ committee since the 5th Jahu- 
.try when I left the island for Costa Rica. 

The note with regard to that $80,000 is as fol- 
!ows: "Also inch~des $8,000 for ez-crratia ~ a v m e n t s  
~ h i c h  have beerr approved by the Chvernor-in-Execa- , 

senior member for St. Thomas pointed out. The ex- 
pression "ex-grcutia payments" has been used in  the 
note. The Law Officers of the C'rown have used that 
expressi'o~n in reference to the drawbacks tha4t can be 
granted under Section 57 of the Act. I have the 

+ive Committee " 

l 
ficnres of those drawbacks for the last three years. 

. Now. Sir. T have only learnt hasic English. There are as follows: 1950-51, $11,150.91; 1951-52 
b e t  insin~~ations that we cannot sueak it too m ~ l l  $7,004.78; 1952-53, $6,217.95. These amounts came 
hut T do not consider that i s  oilr rault. TTprp it ;q  under the same item as  is this $8,(1010. The Executive 
xron have Cla~lse '57 of the Trade Act of 1910 tell- 
 in^ vnu for what you can make a refund. T t  reads 
a s  follows :- 

"I t  shall be lawful for the Executive Com- 
"mittee, 'by order of the Treasurer, to refund 
"anp duties, dues, fees, tonnage dues, rents or  
"other sums of money which may have been 

Committee knovs all these things 'because they come 
before that Committee. Sometimes, the Cbmmittee 
has to turn down some of these things and the hon- 
ourable member knows that. Let me remind this 
EIouse that this Government came down last year 
v j th  a resolution which included some similar draw- 
backs to1 Messrs R. M. Jones & Co., Ltd., and this 

"paid into the Public Treasury under provis- Rouse turned down those drawbacl~s. I say again 
"ions of this Act, or  any other Act, relating to that the CS-own haw Officers for a long time have 

i "trade and navigation, any error, or on demand I used the expression "ex -gra tk  payments" in refer- 



ence to these &awbacks. Any layman can read that 
section of the Act and see what happens. YOU cannot 
pay out for  anything unless it is und.er tne ~ c t .  
'Fhe Law Officers, as f a r  back as; May 19'51, have been 
dealing with this matter and have been pointing out 
that the Act says that you can give these drawoacks, 
therefore, why go to the House wlth them and waste 
timeL! But that has been the practice although i t  seems 
absurd. 'l'hat has been the decision of me Crown 
Law Officers for years. They feel that what comes 
under this note should go under the ordinary vote 
and that there should not be the necessity to come 
d o m  for a vote for the specific drawback. s ir ,  I 
apologise fo$r not giving thls explanation earliar to 
this Uommlttee and leaving the matter to the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Thornas. Again, I did 
not want a row. 

MT. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Chairman, What in 
the name of heavens can anyone want to make a row 
about if he is asking a question on the inclusion of 
this $8,000 for ex gratis payments. The honourable 
Premier has got u p  and pointed out that there is some 
difference between the members of the Labour Party 
and myself. There is no such difference; all the dif- 
ference between the party and myself is because I 
..tould not accept what the honourable Premier tried 
to do with me. I will always suBa for righteousness' 
sake. However, the honourable Premier should not 
say that because one does not agree with something 
which the Government is doing that the person is out 
for a row with the Labour Party. The honourable 
mmbes  is speaking as if he is the whole of the Labour 
Party. Sir, if I am to accept dictatorship in this 
House, L will return to niy constituents and say to 
them that this is no place for  me. 1 would not come 
back to this House of Assembly if I must bow to any 
man and allow him to do something which I consider 
he knows is wrong. Sir, I asked a simple question 
without any malice. I have not attended a meeting of 

one or two people who asked for  it. I t  does seem tu 
me that because of that, some people have got arouna 
cnis thlng to take away from tael peolple's represtbuta- 
aves the right to j u a e  a case on ixs own intras. 11 
you pux in  this lump sum in the way you are aolng, 
all that you will nave to say wnen ~ l l o n l e ~  a.6 
wanted for these ex-gr?atk payments tnat tnls House 
has agreed to them already. I t  does seem to me thac 
the reason why you are  for thls l w p  sura is 
because you mlsh to do as you llke. 

Hon. G. H.  ADAMS: I do not know but 1 do 
not think all those persons who were interpreting the 
Act before, were interpreting it wrongly. The noa- 
ourable junior member for St. James was a former 
Attorney Gteaeral of the island and I daresay thai 
this must have come under h l ~  opinion. 
I?ivident,y, according to the Act, there are other 
things for which refunds can be given. The Govern- 
ment is here to see that all persoas are taxed fairly. 
Even when our Highway Commissioners bring ill a 
road roller and are taxed for it, they come for a re- 
fund. Once up011 a time those matters came before the 
Legislature but they are now decided by the E x e ~ u -  
tive C~m~mittee. I t  is right that this House should re- 
view such matters but there is no law fo'r it. As a 
matter of fact, the cases of these occurrences are not 
many. These cases come before the Legislature main- 
ly because it may be said that the Executive Com- 
inittee refunded Mr. A because i t  was a friend oi' 
Xr. A but did not refund Mr. B because Mr. B did 
not have a friend in the Executive Gommittee. Let 
me repeat, if a matter does not come under the Act, 

- the Legislature will have to decide. 
Mr. L'EWIS: Sir, I am convinced that this note 

should be deleted from the Estimates. It does look as 
if the Government has a 'blank cheque. There are 
numerous items under which a Comptroller of Cus- 
toms can refund money and there must be good 

1 reasons why they have not left i t  to, his entire dis- 
the Esecutive Committee which dealt with these draft cretion to refund money in all the circumstances 
Estimates, therefore, you cannot say when this itern I that may arise. I say: let the Legislature decide on 
was put in, I knew what i t  was for. The honourable - 
Ministm of Trade, Industry and Labour says that 1 
hexv when this item was put in  these Estimates. 
?Jhat kind of man would I be to agree to this item 
and then come into this Committee and ask a ques- 

How can I be accusdd knowing what It 
is Or the can be made against 
me that I knew about this item and what i t  is all 

What row have I I t ,  is a 
technique say the perSW stal*ted the row. 

Mr. IJIEmS : Sir, I that in the future, we 
will have the Estimates laid earlier so that ministers 
will k n m  the answers to questioils long 'before the 
subject is debated. I do htope that this new change 
in Government will bring into prac,tice an earlier 
laying the estimates--by next year at least. What 
I would like t~ know is if this amount of $8,000 was 
put  into these Ecstimates this year because the House 
refused to vote money on a previous occasion for 
sGme similar matter. I f  that is so, it is a serious mat- 
+er, because this House disagreed with the principle. 

this amount being put in these Estimates, it 
means that those sort of things will not be coming 
hefore the Eouse for consideration in the future. 
That is commonsense. If v011 vote for this $8,000 he- 
ing put down in these Rstimat* and the ~x- !VaQia  
payment for Messrs R. M. ..Tones & Co., T~td.. comes 
1fn again, it will not be necessary to come back to the. 
frouse to ask for it. T do not I\-ant any rev. 'bnt th's 
ITouse pdrticulsrlv told the Govwnment in no 11-1- 

certain terms if i t  refunded the money to one of t h ~  
people who took out gasolene, i t  mould have t o  rc- 

those matters which do not come under the Act; let 
the Legislature say what is to be refunded. 

l am going to move that Item No. 21 for the sum 
of $80,0@0 be amended by deleting the sum of $8,00(, 
from i t  to  make i t  $72,(FOO. Whenever there be need 
for refunds from the $8,000 set down here, let the 
Government bring the facts before the Legislature. 
I think it will be to their interest. G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -  
ment refunds money to somebody as i t  sought to da 
on the last occasion, somebody may say that their 
case of a similar nature and Government did not 
give them back anything. ~h~~~ cases of es-g,.at4b 
D~~~~~~ should come before the H~~~~ of 
b1;6, 

J I r .  BARROW: There are certain drawbacks 
which are authorised b.3. law under the Trade Ac+ 

,1910, so as it appears to me, the under 
Item No. 21, the of will cove,r those 
specific items the law the Ex- 
ecutive committee to give by way of draw b a c k  
to people who have paid money erroneously od 
otherwise. Since these specific items conditjonq 
are mentioned and set out under the separate &ts 
T do not see how es gratis. papents are covered by 
+he ~ ~ t .  is known, ez-gra,tia payments can cover 
a multitude of sins, therefore, I think members bE 
this House are entitled to knorn, fronl any member 
of the Government of the specific items to Whioh 
this amount of $8,000 for ex-gratia payments 5s 
made up  because we would bp in a position to ap- 
prove of them or to say whether the nlatter is altrcl: 
?lives to the Execut i~e  Committee. It seems to mn 

fund i t  to all. I t  should not refund i t  to only the ! that i t  rvould not be necessary for the Government 
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to pick out $8,000 if it were for itelw of the same 
class as those which are speciikally authorised by 
law. I second the motion made by the honourablp, 
junior member for the City. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman, I rise to a point 
of order. I am of the opinion that when this House 
meets a t  12 (noon) it should adjourn for lunch at 
2 p.m. As far as I remember, the rules of this House 
were only changed in so far a,% to allow this House 
to adjourn until 3 o'clock p.m. instead of 12 (noon) 
for lack of a quorum; therefore, whenever this Housr 
meets a t  12 (noon) we should abide by the rules. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, it is true 
that according to the rules of this House we should 
adjourn for the luncheon interval at  2 p.m. I there 
fom beg to move that you do now report progress 
and ask for leave to sit again. 

Mr. LEWIS seconded the motion which W- 
agreed to and Mr. CHAIRMAN reported to Mr. Speak- 
cr who resumed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I bbg to 
move that this House do now adjourn for half 
an hour. 

Hon. M. E. Cox seconded the motion which was 
agreed to and Mr. Speaker adjourned the House 
accordfingly . \ 

RESUMPTION 

On re-assembling. 
His Hon. THE1 SPEAKER : On the adjournment 

the House was in Committee on the Estimats for 
the year 195455. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair and the House 
resumed in Committee, Mr. SXITH being in the 
Chair. 

Mr. C H A I R W :  When the Committee re- 
ported progress, Head V1 was being considered. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I hope that the 
Minister of Trade, Industry and b b o u r  hae re- 
fre&ed himself during the interval on thk  item of 
draw baoh  because this Committee is only asking 
for some information on this specific grant of $8,000. 
I do not want to say anything further ; I feel by no-fiT 
the honourable member will be williilg to give U? 
some kind of information on this matter. I may say 
here now that I am not surprised that the honour. 
able senior member for St. Thomas did not 
amwer my question as to the intention of the 
Government in making allowances for shortages 
which have occurred a t  the Government Spirit Bond 
and for reimbursing those merchants who d e r e d  
loss through the inefficient method of supervision 
which pervaded at the Government Spirit Bond. T 
ard, however, glad for the assurance which has been 
given by the honourable member that he will see to 
it that these conditions do not continue. 

Mr. ADALrS: I would like to say-and I am 
only doing i t  because the honourable senior member 
for St. Thomas who is the Minister for this portfolio 
has just come into Government-that this $8,000 is 
an average of what we think we may have to give 
back in ex-gratk payments because of the figures for 
the parst three years. How ean vou know 
how much you will have to  give back? 
You cannot know that, therefore, you put 
cjome sum in. Under the law, people are entitled tfi 
get hack duties on anything on which they have paid 
in error. If we have to spend any of that $8,000 and 
it was not there, we would have to come to you with 
supplementary Estimates and that is the only rea- 
son why the $8,000 is there. Over the past three 
>ears the amounts paid out in that respect were a.; 
follows : $11,150.91 for 1 9 5 6 1 9 5 1  ; $7,004.78 for 
19'51-52 and $6,217.98 for 1952-53. I have not ga~f 

the figures for 1953-54. You will therefore see 
from those figures that $8,000 is 9 reasonable sum. 
Again I ask, how can you pass an  Act authorising 
payment for something and then you do not put in 
the Estimates some sum to ewer it? 

Mr. BARROW: Whme does the principle of 
a general average come in?  If honourable mem- 
bers examine the Estimates for 1953-54, they will 
see that no such step is taken. The general aver- 
age of $72,000 is not in dispute. What is in dis- 
pute is the $8,000 for ex-g~atia payments. I do n& 
like the term ex-gra.tia and the explanation accord- 
ing to the note is that the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee has already approved of this $8,000 for 
ex-gratia payments. As I have said, under the 
same head and item in last year's estimates, there 
was no such explanatory note of ex-gratia pay- 
ments. I will therefore say that either the note 
is bad or the reason produced by the Minister of 
the Government is bad. I do not know which is 
worse. We, therefore, are asking for an explana- 
tion. 

Sir, I do know that goods are sometimes landed 
in this colony and the consignee does not have cer- 
tificates of origin, nofr the Bank m y  not be i n  pos- 
session of them, but the consignee may be allowed 
to take the goods out of the bond provided he pays 
the highest rate. When he receives the certificates 
of origin, the rate is then adjusted and he is given 
back the difference. That is what this $72,000 is 
for. I ask again, why is it that the explanatory 
noQe is so written : "The Executive Committed has 
approved of the $8,000 for ex gra& paymenb?" 
Why is it that that amount is set aside from the 
$80,000 as cx gratin payments? I say again the ex- 
planatory note is not satisCactory. 

Hon. G. H. D A M S :  Why is it that the hon- 
ourable member continues to suggest that the ex- 
planation is illaccurate? Obviously, the note could 
be 'better worded and the English aould have been 
better. I have already told the honourable m m -  
ber that you are authorised by law to make these 
drawbacks. You do not know what will happen 
this year, - or any year for that matter - there- 
fore, you put dolwn a sum on the average of the 
last three years. We assume that $8,000 is a reason- 
able sum for that purpose. I hope the honoura- 
ble member does not want to say that I get up in 
this Chamber and tell untruths. Since that ex- 
planation is given, dbviously, it would mean jvhen 
those items would have been approved, or as the 
Trinidadians love to say "when they &all have been 
approved of." I have told the honourable member 
already that the law says that you can gim these 
drawbacks. We do not know what would be these 
drawbacks, therefore we put down a sum which, we 
feel they would amount to, taking the last three years 
as a guide. 

As I have said earlier, I do not know why the 
word 'ex-gratia' has been used. I do know, how- 
ever, that it has been the opinion of Attorney 
Generals for some time that you deed not come with 
resolutions for these sums all the time. It is clear 
that instead of coming with a separate resolution 
for a particular sum that a sum has been put in the 
estimattes out of which such things could be paid 
for. As I have said already, as soon as the Act 
authorises the Government to give rewa~ds for cer- 
tain things, such as cane fires or matters affecting 
crime, obviously, you must put something in  the 
Estimates out of which those rewards can be made. 
Again, I say I do not know why the Crown Law 
Officers say 'ex-g~atia'. I hope honourable mem- 
bers will be satisfied now. 
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Mr. BARIEOW: Mr. Chairman, I never said come to the House for the amount in the current year 
that the honourable Premier is dishanest or untruth- under supplementary estimates. probably the note 
fu l ;  I said that the ~~xplanation was unsatisfac~ory. 1 was put in because this House is always asking for 
I am glad that the honourable Premier sdwit,ted 
that tihe explanation was not what i t  al~oulrt i?c. 
and that the t e r n  'ez-gratia' should not he there, 
and when the: note statied that the good., w e r ~  
already app~oved, that dso was not true to some 
extent; i t  should have been worded : "whm these 
should have been approved." 

sir, 1 was the first honourable member to raise 
this question and what the honourable Premiel. ex- 
plained would be quite satisfactory to me if this 
note is struck out. The ways in which drawbacks 
can be out are specifically stateid under the 
Trade Act, 1910, Sections 57, 104 and 105. Seg'tioll 
57 states:- 

llIt shall be lawful for the Executive 
rnittee, by order on the Treasurer, to refund 
m y  duties, dues, feies, tonnage dues, rents Or 

other sums of money which may have been 
paid into the P:iblic Treasury under provisions 
of a c t ,  or any other Act, 'relating to trade 
and navigation, any error, or on demand by 
the Compt~oller, or any excess of what was due', 

m duty on articles not arriving by the ship 
for which the duty paid warrants are passed." 

Section 104 states :- 
liThe ~xecutive Committee shall from time 

to time settle and declare by notice to be publish- 
ed in the OfJicial Gazette a list of articlles as ex- 

more explanation. It has been proven that you can 
err in two ways; (1) by giving too little explanation; 
or (2) in your endeavour to give too much explana- 
tion, you create ambiguity. 

Mr. LEWIS: The wording of that note can be 
taken to mean during the financial year or the en- 
suing year but that is besides the point; this $8,000 
is for drawbacks which ape entirely outside of the 
law and that is the reason why the note is there. 
will give this Committee a few examples. Previously, 
you had no law to give Commissioners of Highways 
the duties which they paid on the importation of road 
rollers, and whenever you wanted to give them off 
something, you had to come to the House with a 
resoJution, but you recently changed the law so that 
you would not be coming to this House in futune with . 
such things. I t  can clearly be seen by that example 
that this $8,000 is set down for things which may 
crop up that are not covered by any Act. I t  will 
also be remembered that on the laying of the Five- 
Year Plan, you increased the duty on gasolene. You 
made the law applicable to it. During the afternoon 
eertaln people took gasolene out of storage in bulk 
and one 01- two of them have since asked for a refund 
of duty. It should have been a secret that Govern- 
ment was going to increase the taxation on gasolene 
up to three o'clock that afternoon but those people 
took out some in bulk that day. As is well known, 

portation to which a drawback of the duty shall I this House disagreed to your paying out to the one or 
be allowed." two who put in claims for this refund of duty; this 

Section 105 states :- House said if three or more people ~ ~ e r e  entitled to 
"On the exportation of any such articles a that refund; do not give it to the one or two who 

drawback of the duty &all be allowed, provided aslced for it unless you intend to give it to all that 
the amount claimed to be not less than such sum 
as the Executive Committe8e shall from time to 
time settle and declare by regulation to be pub- 
lished in the OfJicial Gazette giving due notice 
before shipment of the same and passing the ex- 

"re entitled- This House did not disagree with the 
principle of paying it back. Let me say again that 
this $8,000 is for something entirely different to the 
drawbacks which are authorised by law. The per- 
'O" put it in, is trying to make it look as a law of 

port warrant at  the Customs House in the usual the am=i if this House passes it, they will be 
form stating all particulars thereof and before take it as a law of the country. The wording 
payment of such drawback shall be made a oer- l :;","$f:Ac unto itself and I defy anybody 
tificate under the proper authority at the Port to 
which such goods have) been exported of the 
landing of such goods, etc. . . ." 
What I am contending is that if you need $80,000, 

and you are guided by the Act, you need not say: 
"Also includes $8,000 for ex gratia payments which 
have been approved by the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee." Certainly this note gives the impression 
that the Governor-in-Executive Committee has al- 
ready approved of certain ex gratia payments and 
this sum of $8,000 is for that purpose. The honour- 
able Premier must admit that this statement con- 
fuses the whole thing. As it appears to me, tbe orkgn- 
a1 idea was to put in $72,000, particularly when y s U  
bear in mind that the sum put down last year W M  
$53,000. I contend that you do not have to give that 
explanation of the $8,000 if you quote the Sections 
of the Trade Act as the authority. It seems to me,- 
and it is borne out by what the honourable Premier 
said-that no honourable member of the Executive 
reads every line of any estimates. I would be glad 
if this had been checked ppon because I consider it 
as an unfortunate happening. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : I entirely agree with 
what the honourable member who has just sat down 
said, that is, if you were working according to the 
Act, you would not have written that note. How- 
ever, I think honourable members are fully aware 
that you cannot budget in  next year's estimates for 
something that has been spent already; you must 

Sir, every conceivable method by which you pay 
duty and can receive a drawback is covered by the 
Acts set down, but this note is slipped in to rob the 
people's re~reselltatives of discussing any matter that 
is entirely outside of the Customs ~ c t  or any law 
controlling or regulating or amending the same. 1 
do not mind the amount set down in the Estimates 
against that item because they can only use it for the 

I items they can justify to the Auditor hneral .  I think 
this note h a  been put in so that they can go to the 
Auditor General and tell him that this House apgeed 
to something which was not exactly covered by the 
A d .  Let us delete the note. If we delete the 
note, the money will only be paid out for draw- 
back which are covered by the Acts. 

Hon. G .  H. ADLhlS : Sir, if the Executive 
Committee attempts, becaue members of it may 
be friends of somebody, to pay to such 
~.ersoqs on their own accord. honourable members 
of this House would be .traitors to their country 
if they dbd not expose the Executive Committee. 3 
am surprised a t  that statement coming from the 
honourable junior member for the City. Under 
 resent ministerial technique any honourable mem 
her getting up and asking any minister a question 
with regard to his portfolio, the minister is bound 
to reply. 

(A VOICE: But how would a member know 
of such 
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I say by asking a question. I do not know 
n-hy the honourable junior member for S t .  James 
is conspicuous by his silence, but  the honourable 
member once Attorney General of this cwlony 
and. he knows that particular point very well. He 
knows that it has been the opinion of Attoriiey 
Generals for some time that you need not come with 
resolutions for these sums all the time. Again, l 
would admit that the explanatory note is not as 

as it should be, but what has the Auditor 
General to do with these notes? The Auditor Gen- 
f ra l  has to see that anything which he pays out 'S 

paid out through legal authority. There is nothino 
to say that an  Auditor General must pay out W: 

carding t.0 what, is written in  these Estimatf1s. 
Mr.  F ,  L.  WALICOTT : Mr.  Chairmar;, 1 dry 

agree with was said by the honourskle jnrlior 
lnember for the City. It is no mistake that the 
note is put in the Estimates. The honourable Pre- 
rnier has said that the note does nr;t make s?n% or 
words to that effect, but honourable mer t~b~rs  know, 
Illhether the honourable Premier realises ;? or llot,, 
that the person who wrote that note in the Esti~ll- 
ates knew that  they were about. That Percon \vzS 

not und<:r any misapprehension about the law; he 
was under the impression of putting $73,000 to be 
o e d  under the various sections of the Act but 
wanted the $8,o(l0 to be used for ex-gyath P a F  
rnents. I would like the honourable Premier to heal 
that in mind. I wonder if the honourable Premier 
thinks that Civil Servank do not h o w  aoient  
English to know that the construction of a note like 
that would have no effect on the interpretation 01 
the Acts themselves bat  that it was wrltten to make I 
provision for ex-gra$i'ia payments or for drawbacks 
\r,hi& did not exactly come under the Act. The 
llonourable Premier has the sheets t o  see how tpe 
llotes were constructed and how the Draft c o m m t  
tee arrived a t  the $80,000. R e  would see from thme 
sheets that $72,000 for general drawbacks this Y-l 
was derived from figures of last pear and that this 
$8,000 was to be usecl for these e x - g r a t k  payments. 
I am convinced that the person who constructed 
those notes did so with the clear understan&ng that 
$'72,QOC) is to be earmarked for the general average! 
and the $8,000 20 be used for ex-gtVt6-Z Pay 
ment,q. The words to that not- were not put there 
by mistake. I am thoroughly convinced in my mln;f 
&out that .  Again, I would say that this document 
on the Estimates of Expenditure contains around 
126 pages an$ 1 do not expect any minister can sit 
down and check back every figure and every note 
that is in them because that is not the job o f  3 

minister. The honourable fiemier may be explam- 
ing what the law s a p ,  but I quite agree with the 
honourable junior member for the City, therefore* 
1 will tell the honourable Premier that so far  as the 
law is concerned what should be done with respect 
to the note and the $8,000 would be purely a matter 
for the Auditor General and the Governor as to how 
they interpret it. 

Sir, I am convinced in my mind that  what is 
written in the note, was not written by mistake. 
I am not accusing any minister for writing it or 
rven knowing it was there, but  I am convinced that 
the Derson who constructed that  par t  of the  Esti- 
mates knew that $72,000 we; pn; down as the aver- 
aqe for  general drawbacks and the $8,000 was fo r  
~x -g ra t i a  payments. 1 may also m y  that  the Andi- 
tor ~~~~~~l need not approve of the last amount 
because i t  does not come under the Act. 

G. H. ADAMS: far as  I am concern- 
ed if I think anybodv can use that  note a s  an 
authority for  suggesting a refund which would not 
be covered by local statute, I am as willing as any 
honourable member to cut it out, though I do not 

see any virtue in it. I do not see how members 
of the Executive Committee from this House can 
be accused of having friends in the mercantile com- 
munity to whom we would help in a matter such 
as this. I$ there is the slightest danger of this 
note giving the appearance that  the Executive Corn- 
mittee will be giving ex-gratis payments on some- 
thing that is not authorised by law, I have no  
ob~ection to the House markillg its disapproval by- 
cutting that note out. Even if you do not 
delete that note, how can the Auditor General 
11.istake the feeling of the House on this matter? 
However, to be on the safe side, I am suggesting 
that you delete i t  SO as to make i t  abundantly clear 
that the money will be only paid out for  what the 
Law sets out. But there is no danger about it, 
because the Auditor General is there to see about 
the interpretation of the law and to see that no  
voucher is paid out unless there is local authority 
in the  Statute Book for  it. Rather than give the 
impression that  the Executive Committee is mess- 
ing about with money that  is not authorised by 
law, I am perfectly prepared to let that  note be 

Out. 
Mr. BRYAN: I would like a n  assurance from 

the Minister in  charge of this Department that  he 
go into the qUmti0n of overtime fees for the 

staff of the Customs and have them settled before 
the next Estimates are prepared. I am refmring 
to Item '11 under this Head-Customs. For a long 
time @ ~ ~ e r n m e n t  has been paying to  Customs 0%- 

4/- Per hour on any day that  they may be 
called upon to work overtime, and for Smdays 
and Bank Holidays on which they may be called 
out to work, a sort of retainers' fee of ~ 1 ,  plus 
that 4/- Per hour overtime. The merchants in 
Bridgetown used to pay similar fees to their W- 
house clerks but due to representations made by 
the 0ficers of the Barbados Workers Union on be- 
half of the mid clerks, the mfsrchants of Bridgetown 
have raised the retainers fee from S1 to s 2 ,  and 
the fees for overtime from 4,/- per hour to 5/-. An 

1 addjtiond i n c r e w  of 10% has also been given on 
the 5/- bringing i t  to 5/6. There is a feeling among 
Chs~oms Officers that their fees should be increased, 
at  least 60 that level, in view of the cost of living; 
and I think they have already by means of a letter 
approach the Governor-in-Executive on the matter, 
but up to now, they have received no  reply. I would 
therefore like the Minister for Trade, Industry and 
Labour to investigate the matter. 

Mr. LEWIS: I n  view of what the honourable 
Premier has said, I am withdrawing my motion 
for the deletion of the amount of $8,000 from the 
$80,000 against Item No. 2,l. So long as that note 
is deleted, the $40 that  is set down along with 
the $80,000 cannot affect the Estimates in any way. 

Mr. BARR,O'W: I seconded the motion made 
by the honourable junior member for the city, but 
I do, not understand the situation now. Is the hon- 
ouirable member for the City right when he says now 
that it does not matter the amount is 
(80,M,0 or changed to n2,000? If the explanstory 
note means nothing then we are in effect giving the 
Executive c a r t e  blamc to  spend $8,000. Having ar- 
rived at this impse, the Government Becks t~ re- 
trench, as it appears me, but not @ far = % 
amend the which is set down the 
item. Sir, striking out the note means nothing and 
I do not see how the honourable junior member for 
the City h= fallen into this trap. I am not coin- 
cerned with the note; i t  does not worry me at  all;  
L am ~ o r r i e d  about the taxpa3'ers7 money- I mould 
S U P P O ~ ~  m y  n@w motion by  any honourable 
member if he moves that the amloant bp amended 
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to read $72,000 because I am not satisfied that G O ~ -  to do is to make one telephone message and ask the 
ernment needs $80,000 to spend tor that mm. llead of the Department to ask the Collector of Cus- 

I do not like to put  a 'bad construction on any- toms what i t  means; whether it ib for  payments auth- 
thing done by the Administration but 1 am natural- crised by law or whether i t  is for es-grcana payments, v 
ly inclined to be suspicious of this WO~UII~. I a m  and that will settle the whole row. Let nlz say that 
not rneu&g the mvernment necessarily of any- YOU cannot move in the Committee to take out the 
t h i q  but to have the note struck out will not be a note because the note is only a written explanation 
solution the problem; i t  will Le a compromise. r s  to what the Minister who is in  charge of it should 
After all, this is not a battle which we are fighting. say in respect of the vote. If the Minister who is 

I have said, I am only concerned with the money ; responsible for  this note says that he will have i t  
I am m concerned with t h  English grammar removed from the Estimates because it only means 
of the note. I am not concerned as to whether it "authorised by law," it can be taken out that way. 
should ,h as  i t  is or with the past future or If the Executive Committee wants to pass something 
pluperfect tense. which is not authorised by law, they would have to 

L ; E ~ S :  I will tell the honourable mem- liut it under another sub-head and simply state "Ez. 
ser that I do not care \what amount is set down gratis drawbacks." Because that note is there, i t  
against general drawbacks because they can o d y  use not mean that you can spend any of that money 
it for what is set do- in the Acts and if they use unless i t  is authorised by law. 
all of it, they can come back for another $80,090. s o  fa r  as the information is concerned, do not 
lvhat  I care about is that the $8,000 should not be let us fool ourselves, me will never know; nor is 
put there to be spent in accordance to what was there any chant* of our knowing whether i t  is us& 
written in that note. I can assure the hon. member 'Or another Purpose. 4 

that  the money cannot be spent @ x c ' ~ P ~  1 must support the honourable junior member 
in the law. I feel so long as the note is cut for Christ Church in his statement that if you are 

out, the Auditor General ~vill  have the aselurance asking that th? note for $8,000 be taken out, you 
that he can only expend the money according have no right to include the amount i n  your esti- 
law. mates because you are making correct estimates, but 

G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I acqePt when you let that amount remain, you are making 
$he deletion of the note. iIEorrect estimates; you are more or  less including 

GODDART): Unlike the h o ~ ~ ~ u r a b l e  junior something that was meant for something el&e. 
member for the ci ty7 I am concerned about the Last Year, You provided $53,000 for genera] 
amount of money voted, because that affects "le , clrawbacks. It does seem extraordinary that yol, 
estimates. After hearing the debate on the question, 
1 am that the amount of $7290'0' aa' 
the average *arrived at to meet the specific purpose 
and the $80,000 whiich is set down is $87000 Over 

and above that amount. For  that reason, I am going 
to move that the amount be reduced by $8,Oo0- 

F. L. w A ~ C O T T  : I will support the Gov- 
ernlnent now. I raised the question of this $8,000 
on the ground of what was written in  the note. 
the note is deleted 1 am satisfied. I would have 

any question over the $80,000 had it been 
for the note, because the law is there to say if, is 
t o  be Now that the note is removed, my 
is a t  rest because 1 know no Aecountant-General can 
go and ~ u s h  anything a t  the Auditor about 
this matter with the saying: "I have put thie the 
Executive Committee; you have to sign it." I know 
that you can get that technique: that is I was 

I think the honourable junior member for 
Christ Church would agree that there is no question 
of what the amount is because You what 
that would come to. It is not if You set down $80,000 
they will be spending $807000; they can 'pend it 
m what complies with the law. I agree with what 
the honourable junior member for the City has said 
now and I will support him on it. 

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: As the honourable 
Premier has said, the note does not furnish any new 
guide on the point of how drawbacks are to be given 
on trade and does not affect the Auditor General. As 
a matter of fact, the Auditor General do= not dways 
read these notes. We must bear in  mind that we do 
xot pass a resolution hlere to approve of Estimates. 
What we pass is the Appropriation Bill and in  the 
Appropriation Bill, all you would have before you is 
F;O much for  general drawbacks; therefore, if the 
$8.000 was intended for what was set out in  the note, 
that  is, e~-grat*r payments, i t  would have be c o n  
trolled by law for i t  to be paid out that way- you 
iust could not say that you are paying i t  out accord- 
ing to the note- This whole row can be wttled very 
easily. All that the honourable Premier would have 

should need $80,000 this year for the same purpose 
I and according to the average over the last three years 

paid out, i t  does show that the $53,000 h@ moved 
GP to $72,000, but that YOU have put in the extra 
@,O00 to get certain sums to avoid either unnecessary 
delay by this Committee or to allow it to be the 
privilege of the ministers to do that which it was 4 
thought they would be allowed to do. 

I suggest what the honourable Premier should 
say is that the mlotion cannot be put;  dl he has to 
say is "I will instruct that the note be taken out 
and will give the necessary order to the Auditor 
General that no money is to come out of the Public 
T r e m u ~ v  according to the way which the note pur- 

to do." I thinli we all will be happy over that 
statement. It is peculiar, but i t  is so, although a thing 
may be fixed by law or authorised by law, still 
have to come here for it. I may tell you if a 
person who is to receive anSthi& that is authorised 
by law does nat get it, he can sell your tables and . 
desks to fetch the money that is zuthorised for him 
to receive ; therefore, i t  means that we have no option 
but to orant it. To get back to the point of the 
$8,000 Ging retained in  the Estimates, I luould say b 
that your Estimates shsould be accurate; it is no use 
making Estimates when they are not accurate. HOW- 

ever. the $8,000 can remain against the vote so long 
as the honourable Premier has given the assurance 
that i t  will not be spent as we thought it was go- 
ing t~ be spent. I t  does not make any difference 
vhether you vote it except from the point of view I 
that your Estimates would not be as accurate as 
they should be. 

' Hon. C: H. ADAMB: I do agree that any 
amounts for ex-g&& payments come before 
the floor d this House bp resolutions to be decided 
because what this Govement may he accused of may 
t ~ k e  place with any other Government; that is, the 
accusation of hdpina  ;your friends. Using the word 
cr-nratk in its real sense, i t  is to dye 
aersons draw-backs on certain ~ayments .  ~t is for 4 
this reason that 1 a p y e  with what the last 



able member has spoken. h I have said, I do not 
agree that the power of granting ex-gratia payments 
should ever be made by the Executive Committee 
without ratification by  the House and I give hon- 
ourable members t h ~  assurance that it will not be 
done. 

Hon. G. H. A D U S :  I entirely agree with 
the honourable member. 

Mr. LEWIS : 1 entirely agree with what has 
been said; that was put  in  here with the same trick 
with which the lights were put in. 

Hon. G. H. ADlAMS : I cannot agree with that. 
That has been going on for quite a long time-1 
mean the making of these ex gratia votes. 

Jxr. F. L. WALCOTT : I am glad to see how 
the debate has ended. I f  the honourable Minister 
had given what I had asked for this unpleasant epi 
sode would have been avoided. 

The question that Head V1 stand part was 
and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

HEAD VII-POWDER MAGAZINE 

Head VII-Powder Magazine-was called. 
Hon. G. H. ADIARIIS: I beg to move that Hea.1 

V11 stand part. 
Hon. Dr. CUMPIIINS seconded the motion, 

wMich was agreed to. 

HEAD VIII-LEGAL 

Head VIII-Legal-was called. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg *Ove that 

Head V111 stand part. 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: 1 beg to that. 

M .  S :  I would like to &aw item 1 2 7  
' Travelling Expenses ", to the special attention of 

the honourable Premier. I notice that travelling 
expenses have to be paid to the Solicitor 
but  from the distinction which we have had tO-day 

between "travelling allowance" and "travelling 
expenses," I think that this it$m here 
be "travelling allowance. 7 7  The about 
this matter is this; whereas if a n  officer of the 
Department of Science and leaves 
office and goes on C40vernment duty, he has to take 
the nearest route and the travelfing is a' 
so mueh a mile, the Solicitor Reneral, who is a new 
whole-time Officer, can leave his office On 

m y  that his expenses ,?,re so much. If you are ?$v- 
ing this Officer only such expenses as are in keeplng 
with the Act, then he should be given travelling 
dlowance. I do not see why the Government should 
not assist *e Solicitor General in  getting a Car; let 
him have a loan for getting a car let his 
travelling allowance conform to the rate. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: I n  respect of what the hon- 
ourable member has said travelling allowance, 
I thi* the Government has a way of talking abouc 
travelling expenses when t&ey mean travelling allow. 
ante. Mr. Field has his own car and they are 

not giving him travelling allowance. The 
item on which 1 v a n t  t o  speak is item 10. "Purchase 
of Law Books." I do not know if i t  is the GOV- 
ernment's intention to have a complete set of books 
for  every judicial OOfAcer, but the present Chief 1 
Justice experiences difficulty and on several occasions 

Department. I notice that i n  respect of 'tern 12, 
the explanatory note says that the amount is "to 
meet the travelling expenses of the Solicitor General 
to country courts which were formerly payable to 
the part-time Solicitor General from Head XIV, item 
36-'Fees to Counsel authorised to appear by 
Crown' " I think what they probably mean is "Fees 
authorised to Counsel who appear on behalf of the 
Crown. " I feel that the time has come when the Crown 
Law Officers in  this colony should be brought in line 
with those in other colonies in  the Caribbean area. 
Their salaries have been brought into line and there is 
110 reason why the general re-~rganistion of the De- 
partment should not be brought into line with that in 
~ t h e r  colonies. We have Crown Counsel in the Attor- 
1,ey General's Office and the volume of administrative 
work which has to be done by the Attorney Gensral 
has grown out of all proportion to the size of the 
Ilepartment which he controls. I should like to say 
that the situation in the Law Courts to-day is entirely 
unsatisfactory because a lot of the prosecutions are 
done by Police Sergeants to the best of their ability 
cnd admirably in many cases, but the time has come 
V hen the appointment should be made of Crown Law 
Officers to assist the Attorney General alld the 
Solicitor General with the work which has to h done 
in the Courts. 

When we come to the Judiciary, I am ,sure that 
honourable members, like myself, who have to work 
in the Law Courts from $ay to day and in close 
proximity to the Judiciary, will have many more com. 
rnents to make 011 the organisation of the Judiciary 
in Barbados as a whole. I hope the Premier will have 
some comment to make as to how near the plans 
which the Government ha3 been contemplating have 
come to fruition and when we will see some change in 
the organisation. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: That last question is 
somewhat difficult to answer. Those who are dealing 
with the Bill in respect of the Judiciary have found 
it difficult to attend the meetings. On one occasion 
only I turned up  and on another occasion only the 
honourable junior member for St. James turned up. 
IIowever. the Bill has been put in draft; we have 
not been able to get the Select Committee together 
although I think the Attorney General has spoken to 
each of us separately and got general approval; but 
we hnvr not yet met as  a Committee and I hope we 
will soon be able to do that. 

I was surprised to hear the honourable member , suggest adding to the Crown. I should like to see 
the Bar nationalised giving barrinters a fired salmy 

~ n ~ ~ ~ ~ f ~  ~~~~~~~1',3!?: E",",;: ,"t:z:.c~:i 
absolutely a t  home defending Police Inspectors. 

Mr. BARROW: My views of nationalisation 
are not entirely consistent with those: of the honour- 
able member; I think that when you nationalise the 
Bar You close the gates of democracy. The honoura- 
ble Premier who withdrawn from the conflict 
probably looks with envy at  the contest which is 
going on; I am sure that when he was an  active mem- 
ber of the Bar he would not suggest that the Bar 
should be nationalised. Th.e principle of democracy 
in respect of the nationalisation of the Bar has not 
been altered since the honourable member has not 

Counsel have had to come to his aid. Although on 
cne hand there will bc. a larger volume of works for 
giving opinions and so on, yet I do not think it is 
good enough to administer justice in the manner in 
which the Chief Justice has to do with the small 
library a t  his disposal. 

Mr. BARROW: I am dealing with all the items 
that  are not fixed by law because I want to deal 
with the organisation of the Attorney General's 

been a member of the Bar. 
Mr. BRANCKER: With regard to this item 

"Purchase of Law Books", i t  might well be that 
the Government thought that the Attorney General's 
Chambers are mope in need of good laws than any- 
where else. T think that these books should be sent to 
the Law Library to be available to the Chief Jug- 
tice, the Puisne Judge and the barristers; if t h e e  
books are kept a t  the Public Buildings they will hardly 
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be accessible to the legal practitioners. A point might 
be overlooked by the Attorney General and it might 
be spotted by a legal practitioner and brought to 
the attention of the Court if these books were avail- 
able to Counsel. The note to this item says that the 
increase is due to the purchae of llew editions of 
certain publications and I wonder what has become 
of the edtions are being replaced. Perhaps 
the honourable member can tell us whether the old 
editions have been returned and a rebate given 
thereby saving money on the new editions; or, if 
that has not been done, I am wondering if the old 
editions have been turned over to other Government 
Departments such as the Assistant Court of Appeal 
or  the Magisterial Courts. I feel that the assistall 
Court of Appeal could well do with some law books; 
1 shoulcl like to know what happens to the editions 
which have been replaced. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Judging from the receptio1l 
which the remark about nationalising the law has 
beell greeted by legal practitione~s, one can well sec 
that any attempt to nationalise the law in Barba- 
dos will meet with as much opposition as that offered 
by the British Medical Association in respect of 
their services. By the time this proposal become* 
reality, the honourable member may not be Prpll!ipr 
and he may be leading the fight against natiol1alisrci 
law. I am suggesting to the honourable member that 
as a test of his Socialist theories he should ~ r o v l d f  

for litigants.. Like evevthing else, law 
-jers9 fees have been increased and the British 
Socialists have taken steps to assist litigants by pro- 

-pp- - -- 

that the Government will have some scheme for legal 
aid; and there is no point in  saying that we cannot 
afford it. 

Mr. LEWIS: I do not mind whether they 
nationalise or subsidise the legal profession; I am 
asking the honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
to tell me the advantage or disadvantage of giving 
travelling expenses and not travelling allowance. We 
can understand the case of the Accountant General, 
but this officer would definitely have to be going out 
regularly on visits to the country districts. Why was 
this distinctioll made! 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The only thing I would 
say is that just as you thought i t  infra dig to be 
checking up and you give the Ministers a lumpsum, 

, so i t  is znfra dig to say that the Solicitor General 
must look a t  the mileage. Suppose the Chief Justice 
had a circuit Court in Holetown or Speightstown; 
you would not ask him to keep a record of his mile- 
age. 1 think that that is the only explanation; the 
sum was fixed on what, over a period of years, was 
roughly what the Solicitor General had put in  for 
his travelling expenses. 

I should like to say that for years and years 1 
believed in the nationalisation of lawyers; it is not 
beclause I have left the Bar that I want to do that.. 
I did not intend to start a debate when I spoke about 
the nationalisation of th8e Bar, but honourable 
inembers have taken me seriously and have run 
down all the avenues behind an  invisibie hare. Hen- 
ourable members must have seen where a person lost 

, CL case because a lawyer was on the other side and he 
vidillg assistance for them over ancl above the ordin- 
a ry  assistance which is given in forms PaUPems lf 

you have to submit your grievance to the Law Courts 
yourself ; people who have to fight for justice in the 
Courts can receive legal assistance provided by the 
Crown or a t  the most nominal cost. There has beell 
a case in which who were unable to obtain 
legal assistance, and not being able to rely on t h e i ~  
Trade Union to provide this assistance, have 
forced to submit to unfair compensation or let their 
aompensstion "g0 by the board". It appears to 

if the Government might well as a step 
towards the nationalisation of law the granting of 
some legal assistance for persons who need it but 
who cannot afford the luxury of retaining the eml- 
nent high-priced Counsel in Barbados. 

Mr. In anSWer the 
senior member for St. Philip, I like Bay 
that legal aid and nationalisation of the lega1 profes- 
sjon are two different things. I deplore the fact that 
we have not got some system of legal aid in  Barbados 
because the legal practitioners would not charge 
Government any exorbitant rates for legal aid if 
there were such a scheme in  existence. I n  the United 
Kingdom a t  present anybody whose income is below 
£400 a year is entitled to legal aid if he choose t.0 use 
it, but I would hate to think that the legal profession 
tqas nationalised and we would have to appear 
for the honourable junior member for St. Andrew 
without any extra emoluments accruing to US. I am 
qnre that if the Government doe4 consider iutrociuc- 
ing any system of legal aid in this colony i t  will have 
the unflinching support of both branches of 
the legal profession in  this island: the prac- 
titioners would be willing to co-operate and 
tlu. qupstlon L£ remuneration would not h.: : i l? ljalsa- 
cl,+:int c~,i~si~,!c-.ation at  all. I envisage a scheme in 
rr t i~c l~  iherp nvr,uld be lawyers to whom r),:.~ple with 
certain types of cases would have to go so as to get 
advice and that would be some test of income. I 
cannot think of the honourable junior member for 
St. Andrew making use of my services when some 
poor person was waiting outside for them. I do hope 

1 clid not have one. Lord Darling said that the law 
is there for the rich and poor alike; if your pocket 
i p  deep enough to employ the honourable junior mem 
her for St. James, YOU may win your case, but if your 
pocket is not deep and you employ somebody who has 
just been called to the Bar, the jury may say: "mtt 
ilrc.ide against you." 

E .  K. W.A.LCOTT : I have 'been succ.essful, 
thank God, all my life. It might be all for law- 
ye, to think of the poor but think & a man 
who is charged with being defended by a 
nationalised lawyer! the case the medical pro- 
fession, the patient who paid got attention and the 
m e  who did not pay got an aspirin. You 
llationalise brains because you cannot tell when a 
Inan is giving only 10% of his value; nationalised 
lawyers only suit the insignificant and in some cases 
you do not need a lawyer at all because the judges 

I have decided the case before you get there. 
I really rose to say under this Read what should 

come under the Judiciary. The Premier spoke of 
' some new Bill; I have not done my Guty to my Corn- 

mittee because I do not enjoy good health, but this 
Bill is going to meet with ~ppositi'on from me. When 

I we get to the Judiciary it may 'be so late in  the 
night that some of us will be asleep ; however, we 
need a diferent Court for the Puisne Judge and a 
c'ifferent Court for the Assistant Court of Appeal 
and let the shifting system be stopped. I would not 
Eke that point to be overlooked; the only substitute 
v e  have for a Court h a room black as pitch with a 
lot of books surrounding and insufficient light; about 
one quarter of the light we have in this Chamber 
would be a little better. That Court is most unsuitable 
and the only use to which it. could be put would be 
a court  for non-contentious matters. The result is 
that you get your cases lying down ; you do not 
want to have two carpenters and one saw and you 
do not want to have two Judges and m e  Court. The 
Puisne Judge and the Judges of the Amistmt. Court 
of Appeal cannot work together except when they 
sit on appeals because there is only one room. you 
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have the system 'of the senior Magistrate acting as 
~ u d g e  of the Petty Debt Court and the Judge oi the 
Petty Debt Court acting as a Judge of the Assistant 
Court of Appeal and so on; when you have to wait 
until the man who has climbed the ladder gets back 
down, that causes a terrible lapse in t,he work of the 
court. One of tha practitioner, another 
co.raplains of the Judges and another complains of 
the witnesses when the solution is that you want a 
different O o ~ r t ;  you want to have a proper 'build- 
ing and then can make the proposals you want 
to make. I thank you, Mr. Chairman, for allowing 
me to -ice those remarks under this Head when 
they should have been made under the Head 
' ' Judiciary". 

Mr. ~ E ~ I S :  I it as being peculiar that 
because a man is legally trained it would be iltfra 
dig for him to account for his travelling when You 
have the Director of Agriculture, the Director of 
,+he public worlis Department and the Chief Engin- 
eer of the Waterworks Department accounting for 
their mileage. That does not cut any ice with me, 
but if it is something new and if it does not 
out cheaper, that is where I hope that travelling 
sllowance will be given. 

Q. H. A D ~ X S :  I forgot to reply to the 
hen. s e ~ o r  member for St. George about legal aid. 
The Legal Society or Bar Council had a provision 
for giving legal & and some of as worked for peo- 

for I do not know if the w ~ r n r n e e t  
goes into the matter, but the pra9titioner works for 
nothing and he is not paid out of the taxpayers' 
money. I would be surprised to hear the hon. mem- 
her fighting strenuously in Court and remembering 
the size of his fee; I cannot see any practniuncr 
remembering whether he has been paid or not. (Yr. 
L E W I ~ :  He will ask for an adjournment). You ask 
a lawyer something and if he is in a hurry he will 
tell you anything; but in a Court you do not re- 
member if you are appearing for Roekefeller or 
U Tal-a-la-la. " (Laughter). 

M,.. E. K. ~&c(-JTT : We barristers haye to 
be paid before appearing in a case because W e  can- 
not sue for fees. I do not know of many barristws 
v;ho, in the past, would go into Court without the 
little pocket over their shoulders being rather full. 
They could go into Court ~ i t h o u t  any charge because 
the Bar has many members who are willing to do 

for somebody; sometimes they ape fighting 
rsore than hard and with a junior and they have no 
fee. 

The question that Head V111 stand part was' 
put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

Read 1 ~ - ~ 6 b l &  Harket-was called. 
Hon. G. H. ADIAMS: I beg to move that Head 

1X stand part. 
Hon. Dr. CTJ?MMIWS: I 'beg to second that. 
Mr. WIInIjIAMS: I n  connectic*n with item 23, 

"Expenses in connection with the running of Re- 
frigerating Plant," as far  m I know that plant is 
generating with about 20% of efficiency and 1 would , 
say that the sooner the Government gets on with 
the new abattoir the better the position will be. I 
th'ink they will find that these running expenses 
which are now at the figure of $5,104 be 
appreciably lower. 

Mr. ALLIDER: I am speaking on items 14 to 
18. I am wondering if the Government has not seen 
fit t o  substitute the use of natural pas a t  the Public 
Market, instead of continuing with the present out- 
of-dat~ method of ~roviding for the slaughtering 
cqone domi there. 1 feel that there is much difficulty 
in the preparation of hot water in the slaughterhouse 
2nd we know that the use of natural is more up- 

to-date and, I presume, more economical. b o t h e r  
point 15 that the administration of the Market, 
I ' d h  to Such an extent that you have a'bsolute chaos 
dowli there. it seems as if nobody is responsible for 
the running of the 1VLarket. I do not know if the 
Government has not seen fit to make the appoint- 
ment of a Superintendent; it seems as if the A& 
ing Superintendent is not sure of his *-itioll and 
there is a glaring lack of interest on the part, of the 
employees there. I n  the past, when you went to th 
Market You would see nothing but law and order be- 
ihg carried out, but to-day when you go down there 
Yea have to be dodging from stones or cocoanut 
shells or bones which the employees throw at  each 
other. I feel that a Department like that which co&s 
us a tidy sum to run it, should be brought up to 
date- 

I know thai a refrigerating unit might be some- 
thing beyond the Capacity of the Government to in- 
stal, but I have no doubt that making sure that law 
and order is maintained should be within the pro- 
villce of the Government so that veople who go down 
there to purchase their goods will not be open to any 
danger of getting their heads knocked off. It has 
been some time now since the G o v e m n t  said that 
a ll@w refrigerating plant has to b,e installed, but 

not heard anything about 'the appointment of " qualified Superilltendent. I n  the case of this prom- '" which has been made over a long period, nothing 
is and things are getting worse. 1 am told that 
the 'butchers and meat vendors have to make use 
a private refrigerating plant; that is because the 
plant at the Market is so bad that it is safer to pay 
for the of the meat to the private 
plant and Pay more for the refrigeration than to  
take the risk of carrying that meat to the ~ o v e r n -  

plant and having i t  spoiled. You cannot ex- 
pect a condition like that to be maintained because 
lvhile the standards at the Markei have been broken 

the of running i t  is zoing up year after 
year. I hope that the Minister for P,griculture, ~ a n b  
and will investigate the situation down 
there and restore to us the orderly conditions which 
obtained at the market in the past. 

Hon. C. E. TALNA : I would like to assure hen. 
members that the questim of the appointment of a 
Superintendent at the Public Market and that of 
the provision of cold storage facilities are 
i " ~  the active attention of the Government. In so 
far as the cold storage facilities are concern&, in- 
formation has been given to the Government quite 

one @f the officials who visited the 
colony, to the effect that a cold storage plant of a 
c j P a d t ~  of 880 tons will cost in the vicinity of 
$937000 and one of a capacity of 400 tons mill cost 
in the vicinity of $70,000. 

Mr. bEWIs: I would like the Government, pos- 
sibly with the expenditure of a, few shillings, t~ 
have that Report printed so that the public can read 
it. This gentleman came down from British Guiana 
in connection with making a survey of what, is need- 
ed and a report involving the expenditure of $93,000 
is, in my opinion, worth being printed and laid on 
the table of the House. The hon. member should 
give aa undertaking that he will see: that this &port 
is made public. We should not merely be told about 
this matter; the public should see the Report. 

Mr. MILLER: As the hon. junior memxer fm 
the City h a  said, I would like to see that Report. 
I hope it will be pkinted and we will be given an 
opportunity of reading it before any legislation is 
brought before the House in this connection. I am 
very anxious and concerlied about refrigeration in 
this colony because there is need for refrigeration 
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here. The scheme for refrigeration a t  the Market 
h a  been discussed in so many letters that it is 
something great. We have heard quite a lot about 
the rdrigeration at the Pu'blic Market and I think 
I will not my  &nfiKmg more now but rather look f o r  
ward to having the opportunity of readling and study- 
ing the Report about the cold storage plant. 

Mr. BaRtZOW : I am speaking on item 18. 
'!Hot water supply". I entirely agree with the hon- 
ourable senior member for  St. John; you cannot 
slaughter a pig and clean it without hot water. I 
not like the idea of people p&g and blowing be- 
fore the public can get their meat. The pipeline 
containing natural gas runs alongside the Public 
Market; it is only a question of supplying a f& 
feet of pipe to get the natural gas in  the Ma~ke t  
and I am sure that my colleague would be *g 
to instal the pipe if the Government will supply 
the labour. We will do the manual work of l a w  
the pipe. I n  the 20th century the idea of people 
having to puff and blow before open fire with tthe 
pot being liable to fall  on them is abhorrent t o  me, 
and this a o n n t  of $756 for  imported fuel could be 
spent more economically within the island I think 
we should spend $50 for  natural gas rather than 
$700 for wood and coal. 

As regards the refrigerating plant. I am 
that honourable members are interested to 
know that the gentleman whom we got down herei 
from British Guiana has a t  last made a report do 

to this plant; that is a m a t k r  for  
Whether the Report will be acceptable to the tax 

Payers and to this House is another matter 
gether, but the *w?rnment should prac- 
t i ed  scheme for im~JWving the conditions re- 
frigeration a t  the Public Market. I think the laws 
and regulations relating to the sale of fish partieu- 
larly, should be more stringently enforced My 
leame will be able to tell us that it is a common prac- 
tiee when fish are brought in late at  n i B t  and the 

of them has d m ~ ~ e d ,  for people to take the* 
to an  ice f m t o l ~  and On the next bhey are mixed 
with fresh ones and sold the maximum price The 
only way in  which we can bY-pass that pradiee is to 
have effidknt refrigerating units at Bridgetown, 
Eagle Hall and Oistin 80 that the fish be 
fit for human consumption when1 they are put 
these refrigerating units. 

The Eagle Hall Market has been t u n e d  over 
the Vestry of St. Michael. I have no brief for the 
Vestry but they are doing the job fairly efficiently 
and that Market is better equipped than any other 
market in  Barbados and almost in  the Caribbean 
It is almost a soeial centre a t  Eagle Hall; the next 
thing would be to have a band moving in. UP to 
9 and 10 o'clock a t  night the market is a source 04 jub- 
ilation in the hearts of the people a t  Eagle Hall and 
the surrounding districts. Since we have seen how this 
market works in the hands of the vestry, I am won- 
dering if it would not be a good idea turn ove* 
the other two markets to the respective Vestries of St. 
Peter and  Christ Church. The honourable Minister 
of Agriculture, I s n d s  and Fisheries is himself veyy 
nationalised when it comes to things pertaining to 
Christ Church, and I am SuR he would like to 
see the Christ Church Market run by the people 
in  Christ Church and that  would not be a bad idea 
I d~ not see why the Central Government should ; 

be called upon to support a market which they have 
erected which is largely used! by the peopl? 
of Speightstmn or Oistin as the case may be. 

LE'W1s : I rise to mY feet to move a vote 
of thanks to the honourabl. member for being 80 
generous as to  offer to do m e  work in  the Ci*, 
that  is, to lay this pipe a t  the fiblie Market; but 

1 think a shoemaker should %tick to his laths and 
h t  this work be done by the people who are accus- 
tomed to doing it. 

Mr. MILILER: I should like to say that the 7 
hot water which is used a t  the Public Market is not 
used for cleaning but  for  dissolving the substancs: 
which is found in the hide of the pigs. I agree that 
the system of providing the h3t water is out of dote 
and the apparatus used in this connection at  the 
Market should be relegate4 to the Museum; how 
ever, if the honourable member is willing to lay the 
pipe at  the Market I would be willing to help. I 
think that at this Market there &ould be some; 
means of sterilization as obtains in big markets. 

I believe that the Government is particular13 
anxious to see that district markets are erected all 
over the island rather than carry out the original 
iclea of having a Central Market as  was the case when 
the Public Illarket was built. That was unfortunate; 
it was thought that this Market would be there for  
people's benefit, but i t  has been referred to as a 
"White Elephant" and a doze'n other things. I am +X 

very happy to learn that the question of having a 
new abattoir and cold storage facilities especially 
in respect of fish, is being considered. 

Mr. LEWIS: I am wondering if we will hear 
anything about the inspection of weights and meas- 
URS being taken from under this Head and placed 
into the han&, of the Police. I still find that the 
matter is under this Head and I should like to how 
s h a t  progress is being made in  this connection. 

Hon. C. E. TAIJMA: For the benefit of honour- 
able members I would like to say that  the figures to 
*.hich I referred are not contained in Dr. hiton's 
lieport; they were obtained from another source- 
the Fisheries Adviser to the Colonial OEC-Dr. Hick- 
ling, The publie of this island-I do not rnfer to 
those who own refrigeraton because they will realise 4 
the benefits to be derived fmm the use of their refrig- 
erators-seem to have a certain amount of fear of 
using fish whieh has been put in cold storage. We 
will have to t ry and educate the people along these 
linej and in doing so we will have in the firat instance 
to consider the setting up of ice-boxes in the v a ~ o u d  
fish marketing centres. The ice boxes which are used 
in other colonies cost about S200 each and the use of 
these ioe-boxes will be the first step towards the 
installation of proper refrigerating units. We have 
to educate people to the fact that fish which has been 
put in cold storage can be used; we cannot go from 
one stage to the other unless we see that the 
will appreciate using fiqh which has been put  in cold 
storage. 

The question of the marketing and distribution 
of fish is receiving the active consideration of the 
Government; we have in like st. 
Thoma and s,t. George as in which market- 
ing depots could be not only in respect. 
of fish but in respect of other cmmodities well. 
The aim of this Government is to reduee the impor- 
tation of large of cod fish and to use some 
of the money spent in that direetion to 
assist the fishing industry on a larger 

M,. MIJJJJJR: I would hate the ho~ourable 
Minister to feel that I am overriding the idea of 
experts. However, when i t  comes to putting M in 
mld storage, I do not think that the use of an ice- 
box costing S200 would be the correct thing. I do 
not know what cmeedienoes you have in 
dealing with the matter, but, I repeat, the idea of 
using an icebox a t  that cost is not the correct 
thing. 1 make no attempt a t  overriding the 
of experts but fi& would deteriorate at 
ten deprees Fahrenheit. ~p you hope to use fish 

4 
which has been put in oold storage you have to 



MARCH 9, 1954 --- 855 --. 

-think in Jerms of sub-zero which is noi obtainabls RESUMPTION O F  COI\,!INITTE;EI ON T H E  
i n  any locally-made ke-box. I ESTIMATES FOR 1954-55. 

The CHAIRMAN reported and Alr. SPEAKE~ 
resumed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

On the motion of Hon. Dr. CUMMINS, seconded 
by Hon. M. E. Cox, the House was adjourned for  
half an  hour. 

Hon. Dr. CUMnilINS : At  this stage, Mr. 
CHBMAN, I beg to move that you do now report 
progress and ask for leave for the Committee to sit 
again. 

Hon. M. E. COX seconded the motion whicu 
was agreed to. 

COUNCIL'S AniIElNDMENTX TO T H E  ESSO 
STANDARD OIL S . A .  PETROLEUM. OIL 

STORAGE STATION BILL, 1954. 

Mr. SPEAKEE:  On the adjournment the  
I l o u ~ e  was in Committee on the E s t i m a t ~ .  

Mr. SPEIAI(ER left the Chair, and the House 
resumed Committee on the Estimates, Mr. SMITH 

in the Chair. 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. SPEAKER : Before the House resumes 

Committee on the Estimates, I have the honour to 
Snform the House that I have received a Messag.? 
from the Honourable the Legislathe Council re- 
turning the Bill intituled an Act to authorise Ess3 
Standard Oil S.A. to construct and maintain a 
Petroleum Oil Storage Station, v i th  amendments 
which are shown 'in the Bill. 

Hon. G. H. ADlAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I a3k 
leave to deal with these amendments forthwith. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the. 
honourable member. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The amendments are 
trivial amendments and the first one is in Clause 
7 Apparently somebo& discovered that the Acr 
which is in existence today says not only thp 
11 importation storage and sale of petroleum and 
petroleum products" but also the "dlischarge or  
-escape," and the Other Place has inserted those words 
after the word "sale". With regard to the othcr 
amendment, that occurs .in Clause 8 where i t  says 
that "the rights, authorities, obligations and liabll- 
ities of the company so transferring under this Act 
shall be transferred to  and vested and be exercised 
by and be attached to  the person or company t n  
whom the same shall have been transferred", the 
preposition "in" was left out after the word 
"vested" and i t  has been inserted by the Other 
Plac*. Those are the amendments and I beg t.) 
move that these amendments be now read a first 
time. 

Hon. M. E. Cox seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

Hon. C. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that thesq 
amendments be now read a second time. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS : I think i t  would be well to  refer 

to the Bill as passed by this House; if a Bill is 
returned to us we should be 'in a position to tell 
whether we have made any mistake or  not. 
If we pass a Bill with something in  it, theu there 
should not be any amendment coming before us if it 
has been left out; we should refer to the actual Bill 
which we passed and see if the mistake is ours -or 
not. The Clerk should be in  a position to tell U? 
that. 

Mr.  SPEAKER : That matter has already had 
the certification of the Clerk. 

The question that these amendments be now red6 
a second time was put and resolved in the affirmativ~ 
without division. 

On the motion of Hon. G .  H. ADAMS, seconded 
by Hon. M. E. Cox, the amendments were agreed to. 

HEAD IX-PUBLIC MARKET 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When we were last in  Corn. 
nzittee on the Estimates, Head I X  was 'being con- 
sidered. 

The question that Head I X  stand part was puf 
and resolved in the affirmative without divigion. 

HEAD X-FIRE BRIGADE 

Head X-Fire Brigade-was called. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that  Head 

X stand part. 
Hon. D,r. CUMMINS seconded the motion which 

was agreed to. 

HEAD XI-LIGHTHOUSES 

Head XI-Lighthouses-was called. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to  move that Head 

X I  stand part. 
Hon. Dr .  CU'MIVIINS seconded the motion which 

was agreed to. 

HEAD XII-REGISTRATION OFFICE 

Head XII-Registration Office-was called. 
Hon. G.  H. ADAMS: I beg to move that 

Head X I 1  stand part.  
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
&fr.. LEWIS : When the matter was discussed 

on previous occasions I could not get any definite 
answer, but I should like to know if any member 
of the Government can say to-day whether the gentle 
man who is dealing with. the organisation of Depart- 
ments has made any recommendation so f a r  as this 
Department is concerned, telling the Governmept 
whether they can speed up the work so a s  to giva 
better servSce and cut down storage space and t h ~ n g s  
of that sort. I wonder if this Department has come 
under this gentleman's sc~utiny.  I would like to 
knaw if the method of dealing with things in that 
Department is out of date and if so, whether any 
attention will be paid to the method of writing o.ut 
things and  recording them. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I do not think that Mr. 
Foster will be anything to do with that matter; I 
mentioned to the House the Departments he is look- 
ing after and the Registration Office is not one of 
them. All the RRgistrar needs is a special typist; a t  
present he has to walk around and t ry  and borro~v 
a typist when he wants one. On the last occasion 
a du4ge in the Assistant Court of Appeal had to wait 
so as to get a typist. The only organisation which 
could be dlone in the Registration Office is to provide 
a typewriter and a typist; what we are providing for 
here is an adding machine. Speaking from memory 
I feel pretty sure that there is 110 question of Mr.  
Foster dealing with this Department; the Registrar 
has been complaining about the lack of his own 
typist . 

Mr. LEWIS: It is regrettable that that is 
known and no providion is made for i t ;  a t  least the 
Registrar should be able to make provision for some- 
body in  his offic- to be a typist. 

The question th'at Head XI1 stand part was pu t  . 
and resolved in  the affirmative without division. 
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The Head and the total amount to be voted 
under i t  were called. 

should t ry  our best to pu t  these workers in an  office 
that would be worthy of any legislature. 

Mr. J. C. MOTTlhEY: Mr. Chairman, L 
would like to speak on Item NO. 2-Chaplain of Y 

l the House of Assembly. I feel that a case 
Hou. G. H.  dDAMS : I beg to that could be made out in favour of a n  increaqe i n  salary 

sum of $20,768 be voted under this Head. for the C h a ~ l a i n  of this Chamber. 
Hon. Dr .  CU3lbIINS: 1 beg to second that. ( h .  CHAIRMAN: That item is k e d  by 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Chairman, I see 

under this Neacl, Item No. 28, Aceornmodation and 
office equipment for reporters and the amount of 
$2,200 1s set down against it to be voted. The note 
to its says: "Cost of providing and furnishing a 
room at the House of Assembly for the reporters. 
lncludes provision for the purchase of furniture 
end filing cabinets, typewritem and a fan." I can- 
not say exactly, but I hope that the Minister in 
charge would explain where this office is going 
to be put for the reporters. It has been drawn to my 
attention that i t  is going to be put in a most unsuit- 
able space, that is between the hall-way leading into 
this Chamber and the lobby. I think we have a 
Bill before this House to provide an  additionai 
reporter for this Chamber and if the placca 
vlhere I mentioned is the place which will 
be converted in an office for reporters, I cannot 
see how three reporters ean be accommodated 
in  that limited space particulary i n  a tropical 
country like this. It seems somewhat peculiar 
to me how the thought ever came about of 
converting that hall-way into an office fpr  three 
reporters when there are no windows and the spat? 
i!: so limited there. If you are going to make these 
reporters permanent employees you should give 
them proper accommodation. I feel that better ac- 
eommodation can be provided for_ these servants 
of the House under the present elrcumstances. 1 
feel Mr. Chairman that this Legislature should do 
nothing different from providing the best accom. 
nzodation a t  its disposal for the servants of this 
House. It these reporters are required to work on 
s whole time basis they would have to spend eight 
l.ours of a day i n  this office. As I look around 
this Chamber I feel better accommodation for these 
reporters can be provided elsewhere and you can do 
so without in any way depriving the Clerk of his 
prerequisite to the finest office. You will find that  
he is provided with commodious quarters and I do 
cot  grudge him as Head of this so-called depart- 
ment for having such quarters. You will also find 
that the Librarian and Secretary is in another wing 
of this building which seems palatial when com- 
~ a r e d  with what you are providing for three re- 
porters. I do not feel i t  is fair to reporters to 
coop them in  that space as if i t  were an  afterthoughi 
of yours. I say that because I feel whenever we 
have to make aceommodation for any of our officers 
we should t ry  our best to provide them with 
offices as .rood as m y  other office in the Pu5lic 
Service. I n  my view reporters cannot give of theil 
best if they are called upon to work in  that room 
which according to the note is to be artificial11 
lighted and to be fitted with an  electric fan. 'I 
am not saying that what is proposed to be don? i s  
proposed by any particular Minister but I feel tEal 
that part of this building next to the l o b b  is +h. 
most unsuitable place to put  three people to worlr 
I have been one of those persons, who from tllr 
time 1 entered this House aa a member, said that 
a proper office should be made for the accomnoda 
tion of the reporters and that they should be whole 
time offieers. I have always considered that it mni 
~nsatisfactory to have them working at  their horncs 
Now that we have reached this stage I feel that wt 
should look into the matter most carefully. Wt 

. - 
law. 

Mr. J . C. MOTTLEY : I think that  law shouid. 
be t;hanged. 

Mr. CHAIR8MAN: I cannot allow the honour- 
able member to speak on it. 

Mr. ALlrDEg: Mr. Chairman: I am speak- 
ing on Item No. '16, - Allowance to messenger, 
for which the sum of $48 is to be voted. This is an al- 
lowance given to the messenger in  respect of late 
sittings of this Assembly. Honourable members 
are aware that the last time we met, we remained 
until after three o'clock in the morning. 

( A  VOICE: That is coming up  in a Bill 
which is before the House). 

I will desist from saying anything more uniil- 
then. 

Hon. G .  H .  ADAMS: As f a r  as  the repoyt- 
ers are concerned, I do not know if they have been 
told about the new arrangement. I tabe i t  that 
His Honour the Speaker and the Clerli have got 
together about i t .  I really do not know anything 
of the proposals. I would suggest to His Honour 
the Speaker and the Clerk to get hold of the re- 
porters and it may be possible to use another inner 
room. 

Mr. HAYNES : Now that considpration . i? 
given to accommodation for reporters, I think i t  i s  
the appropriate time to t ry out air conditioning 
process because if it proves successful, this whole 
Chamber could be air conditioned. As most of us 
know, i t  is very difficult now that the ministers are 
in their present situations to hear what is being 
said, and the only way to solve that difficulty would 
be to air-condition this room. Llike anything else, 
we should make a small trial somewhere and I think 
i t  would be an  excellent thing if i t  is tried out in s 
small space like the room which is proposed for th. 
reporters. If i t  proves successful, then we could 
extend it to our legislative cha8mber. 

The question that the sum of $20,768 be voted 
under the Head was put and resolved in  the affirm- 
ative without division. 

HEAD XIV - JUDICIARY 

The Head and the total amount to be voted under 
it were called. 

Hon. G.  H .  ADAMS : I beg to  move that the 
sum of $51,528 be voted under this I-lezd. 

Hon. D r .  CUMMINS : I beg to second that.  
Mr.  WILLIAMS: I am repeating w h t  I 

l consider is an  hardy annual. It is in  connection. 
with Item No. 31-+Jurors and Marshals at  Grand 

1 Sessions. This question has been drawn to thu 
i attention of the Government over and over again 

and on this occasion I am again going to draw to the 
1 attention of the honourable Premier that  the peoplo 

who are called upon to  serve as Jurors are complain- 
' ing that the $1.54 per day which is allowed to them. 

ir what can be described as bare lunch coppers. 
That amount was laid down since 1891 and has 
never been changed. I know that it may not pre- 
sent any bur&n on the few estate owners and 

1 overseers and people of that sort 15-ho ,rre called , upon to attend that Court, but you can well imagine 
l the blow it is causing to the poor carpenter and 
1 even agricultural labourers who are called upon to 
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serve their country in  this way. It is nonserlsical to 
say that this is something in which a man is called 
upon to serve his country and he should take i t  as a n  
honoqr. There was a time when members of %his 
House were not paid but we are paid now. As we ail 
know, there are few things which can be done free 
of charge nowadays. 

I thi& that the Government should give thy 
question of increase in allowance to jurors who at- 
tend the Court of Grand Sessions serions consider- 
ation.  hi^ question has been brought t o  at- 
tention again yestercjay As I hauz said, 
the allo\vanae per day of $1.54 was laid down in 
1891 and while i t  has not changed since then, the 
xalue of money today has changed. A cmnmen- 
surate amount to what that amount should be to- 
l a y  would be 18 shillings. That amoluiit today is 
only worth about two shillings. I hope the Gov- 
ernment will see fit to amend the Act so as to brine 
tkis allo~~rance more in line with present-dav 
values. 

Igr. Ft. L. WALCOTT: I have a note 011 

this matter and i t  expresses in similar vein what 
the last honourable member has said but i t  would 
 roba ably add more emphasis 011 the subject. I all1 
not directly a believer in  the jury system so You 
will see that anything I say would be just taking 
a broad view of the matter. 1 believe i t  is stupid 
to ask a layman to act as a judge with others of 
type to take somebody's life in his hand but i t  is a 
law of the country and legal experts say that it is 
better that somebody's life should be in the hands 
~f a jury than in  a judge's. I have heard it said 
tl,at if you are guilty, it is better if are tried 

a jury but if you are innocent, i t  is better 
be tried by a judge. 

What we have to question ourselves when we 
are looking a t  a matter as thie is:- and this is 
what the honourable Premier should do - how 
does $1.54 of 1891 for something relate to some- 
thing of the same relative value in  this year of 19549 
To be realistic, if that Act of 1891 has not been 
.amended, i t  means to say i n  that respect that there 
has been no  articular change in  the relative value 
of money since that time. But we know that is no?, 
the case because we have seen in  our lifetime that  
Government has changed its fees i n  certain t a n g s  
~e r t a in ing  to the courts and that being so, 1 would 
say that the fee for jurors attending the Court of 
Grand Sessions does need revision. I would say 
that the jury system today has reached the stage 
when a man does not bear in mind that he is serving 
his country; he 'bears i a  mind how the fee he gets 
would relate to the inconvenience he has to undergo. 
I feel that the fee should relate to something that it 
related to i n  3891- 1 do not mean that YOU should 
Fay them a princely salary, but do not leave them 
to lose by service to their country. We have just 
snished a somewhat lengthy discussion on a n  amount 
of that was put in the Estimates for 6ome 
purpose which was not authorised. ~h~ amount set 
,down against this item for jurors is $ 4 , ~ ~  and the 
actual amount spent in 1952-53 $5,975. I 
am of the opinion, chairman, that if the aov- 
ernment gives serious c,nsideration to this item that , 
it can do no ham to the expen&re of this colony 
if the fee is raised to l2 per day. 
ereasing it to that amount would not put a man wuo 
iq called unon to serve as a. juror ill a better posi- 
tion than fee *laced persons who in that 
respect a couple years hack. When the fee of $1.54 
per day was allowed to jurors in 1891, an agricnl- 
tural labourer was getting one shilling per day: 
he is now getting six shillings per day. I am sure 
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that if the amount of money over which we had (L 

debate today is not used, and we even have to make' 
supplementary provision of $5,000 by our i n c r a -  
lng this fee to jurors, we will still have remaining 
in  the Treasury $3,000. Mr. Chairman, I thj,l]i 
if ure lllcrease this fee payable to jurors a t  
Grand Sessions i t  would bring a measure of relief to 
the people who serve and would prevent m m y  of 
them fro111 suffering great embarrassment. 

Mr. BAR.ROW : Mr. Chairman,-Again, I 
?"U" ask the honourable Premier whether the public 
of Barbados can look forward to any re-organisation 
in the judiciary within the not distant future. Broln 
the reply given by the honourable minister, vben  
we mere discussing Head VIII-Legal, I gather- 

Mr.  CHAIRMAN : Would the hononrable 
member tell me what he is speaking- ~ ~ i i ?  

Mr. BARROW: I am speaking under the 
t-~hole Head and on all the ltems \vhlcn are not k e d  
by law. 

~ u r .  CIIAIRMAN : You should state xvllat item 
you are speaking on for the Committee to  be guided. 

3ir. GAR'ROW: I t  may be a matter of cour- 
tesy to the Committee but  lt rnw be inconvenient 
for me to pick out anyone separatel3-. If I do so, 
I may inislead the Committee. I am merely sayillg 
that Head XIV-Judiciary, stands part  of the mo- 
tion and speaking on that motion, I would say that 
from the reply 'by the honourable senior member for 
St. Joseph, I understand that a Committee u7as set 
up comprised of the honourable junior member for  
St. James, the former Solicitor General of the colorly 
and the honourable Premier himself t o  look into 
the question of the re-organisation of the Judiciary. 
Well, f r o n ~  the activities of these three very learned 
and ilidustrions members of the legal profession, i t  
seems to me an  improbability for the three of theml 
e17er to meet together and if they do, the chances are 
slim that they will arrive a t  the same conclusion. I 
do not think that the public of Barbados should be 
held up because of the composition of a committee 
that was appointed 'by somebody else. I feel that 
a C?ommission should be invited to look into the 
matter with a view to having sonlething done as 
quickly as possible. I am l ~ o t  not detracting from the 
ability or the integrity of any of the members of the 
Committee that has been set up, but T feel that the 
machinery of justice in Barbados is a t  present creak- 
lilg a t  the joints. A lot of the Acts on which we depend 
are sixty and seventy years old and I feel that there 
should be some Revision Committee or some special 
commission set u p  for revising the whole set up in 
the JudiciaV of Barbados. 

Sir, i t  is not sufficient to ask three busy men 
like the honourable Premier, the honourable junior 
member for 8. JmIes and the former Solicitor 
General of this colony to give up  their valuable 
f k e 7  's~'niall~ when are nlrea'dy so over- 
burdened with public duties, to sit  on this Commit- 
tee. I n  England, the Haldane Committee was set 
UP to loolr into the judiciary of that country and 
it took six yetars before i t  could arrive at something 
which could be called a workable solution a t  all. 
From time to time, the Lord Chancellor of England 
has set up different committees on matters of this 
kind and they take a lot of consideration and de- 
tailed study. The litigants in Barbados and members 
"f the Bar are suffering owillg to "' 
conditions which prevail in the courts of the island. 

Some of the Courts in  this colony are ~ e c u l i a r  
to Barbados and some of them are ufiknown to any 
part of the British Empire, and, needless to say, 3' 
these courts are a law unto themselves. That is not ' 
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satisfactory enough. I think our j u ~ c i a r y  should 
be brought into line, in so far as is worthy of 
emulation with tile other colonies of the Caribbean 
at least. 

whell i t  comes to the question of books 1 notice, 
Chairman, that, under No. 57, Books, Station- 

cry and Office Expenses, that there is no allocation 
for the Llaw Liblary at all. I am sure that any 

of the West Indian Court of Appeal or 
any barrister will tell you that the Law 

as exists today, is totally inadequate for 
the needs of a modern rnrnrnunity and I am rather 
shocked to see that there is allocation {or books for 
the Attorney General's Department, but not allo- 
wtion for the L a ~ v  Library. I n  my humble opinion, 
i t  would take between $3,000 and $5,000 to bring 
the La\\- Library up?to-date and thh4t \would be 
only for such books as would bring it to  working 
efficient\-. Sir,  hen you consider that tha admin- 
istratioll of justice is one of the important cogs in 
machinery of the body politic, that sum is not too 
mueh to spelld for its proper administration; there- 
fore, 1 say again that I am rather surprised a t  the 
amount allocated by the Government for books, 
stationery and office expenses. 

regards the office of Registrar of Friendly 
Societies, we have a Judge of the Assistant Court of 
Appeal serving in that capacity. One wonders if the 
office of Registrar of Friendly Sooieties is really one 
pJhiCh is considered h its proper one 

but that sanctity is observed in the breach. I shall g i v s  
a n  illustration which if I am wrong, I would 
l;kd honourable members who have occasion to 
practice in those courts to tell me that I am wrong. Y 
It is this: if a witness of a ~erta,in social or eco- 
nomic class comes into either of the law courts, ha 
is not allowed to slit in the well of the court; he sits h 
the compartment of tha court reserved for members 
of the legal profession and that practice is encour- 
eged by Police Magistrates of thls isiand. I n  other m 
words, if a manager of a plantation or a director 
of a Broad Street Store goes into the law courts of 
this island to give evidence, he would sit in an ex- 
alted position, but if the same person was called . 
ttpon to give evidence in a court, in England, o r  
the United States of Americas, or even in, Trinidad, 
he would either stand outside until he is called, or sit  
in the waiting room, or go into the court and take 
his seat on the back bench along with the other peo- 
ple there. Of course, the privilege which certailx 
people receive in the Law Courts of this island is also % 
granted to Civilservants. I well remember a former 
Attorney General a£ this Island would not allow a. 
student lawyer to sit in the barrister's compartment 
at some sitting of the High Courts of this island. 
I do nQt know what were his motives for doing so--- 
but 

CHAIRMAN: I think I h a ~ e  given t.he hen- 
ourable m e m k r  a lot of latitude; the honourable 

1 member is doing even more than making a second 

wonders whether s~fficient weight IS attached to 
the work of Friendly Societies. I think the time 
has conle when one of the of the Court 
sllould be taken from there and put  in some other 
dcpartment,-whether i t  be the Audrtor General's or 
the Accountant Gelneral's I am not prepared to say 
a t  the moment-to look after the ~ o r k i n g  of the 
Friendly Societies in the island. I also feel that 
this Legislature should discuss the report on 
Friendly Societies by Mr. and Tars. Vfells which 1 
am &Ire was published more than twelve months 
ago. 

Perhaps, due to the very bad reporting which 
we get here in Barbados, both of the legislative de- 
bates ancl the current events, the general public 
is not aware of the enormous amount of litigation 
which goes on in the law court? from day to day, 
r;or is it aware of the ge'neral difficulties which con- 
front both practitioners and the number of people * us* the law from day to day. The Ad- 
nlinistrxtion seems to adopt the attitude that the 
Judiciary in Barbados is the equivalellt or* an ugly 
sister ~ h i c h  should neither be seen nor heard or 
so met hill^ which SOLI do not want to mention. I t  
is true that the Judiciary is not deyeildellt on the 
Administration, but I feel more attention should 
be given to the organisation of the Judiciary and 
more publicity should be given to the tremendous 
difficulties which exirt today in i t  for members of 
the public. 101ie of the things I mould Like to see 

is a separate traffic and a 
separate family court. 1 nrould also like to see a 
a u r s e y  dega,rtm~llt in the Courtyard 01- ill One of 
the 'buildings for the numerous illegitimate children 
v;ho haye to be brought illto the lanf cotlrts from 
day to day. T I T O U ~ ~  like to see t ~ r o  nurses in charge 
of that nurserv. 1 would also like to see a proper 
waiting room for ~~ i tnes se r  who attend the courts. 

T would like to draw to the attention of members 
of this House that the very place where the sanc- 
t i ty  of the prindipk of equality of all under the 
law should be observed first and foremost is in 

'peech now. 
Mr. BARROW: I am not speaking on any 

particular itern, Mr. Chairman; 1 am speaking on the 
head generally. I am discussing the ~ u d i c i a r ~  of 

r~ybados. whether You like to hear what I am saying 
o r  not, whether you agree with what I am saying o r  
"Ot, is me. 

Mr. member (=ITAIRMAN is making : a I second am saying reading that the speech honour- and 
* 

You have confine your remarks to  some item. 
Mr. BARROW: I said in my opening remarks 

that 1 propo8ed to touch on all the items to be voted 
under this Head,-Judiciary. 

Mr. CIlAIRiMAN: I cannot allow you to go so 
far. Other honourable members will want to do 8 
similar thing. You must confine your remarks t o  
some item under this Head with which we are  
dealing. 

Mr. BARROW: I did not knctw that I could not 
discuss the Judiciary of Barbados without my kpea1~- 
inp on a particular item. I haXTe said, I am speak- 
ing on all the items to be voted. have nothing hut 
the highest courtesy for  the Chair but in the interest 
of the Barbados, if be, I would have 
t ,  be c~iscomteous. I am rpeaking on the question of 
the Judiciary and its set ill Barbados . am 

on the motion that the IIead, 
and the amount to be stand part. 

Hon. Dr. CUh\/I&fINS : Mr. Chairman. I did say 
earlier in referring to the honourable junior 
for the city that it is a of courtesy for an 
honoi~rable member to let Your Honour know what 
head he is speaking on. ~ b ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ ,  I agree wit. your 
H Q ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  that the holloUrahle sellior member for st. 
George js making a second speech j t  is 
for you to mle  whether he is rnakilln such a speech. 
1 have been a member of this Chamber for many years 
and 'L have never heard any member speaking 
on the whole head of expenditure the HouM 
i11 Corninittee. I have never seen j t  for all my years 
in here. 

Mr. BARROW- I do not want to quote any- 
thing because what rule of debate there must be, & 4 

the law courts of Barbados, because of the fact that pends largely on the Chair. As I have said, I am 
they are the first theatres of privilege in  the island, speaking on the motion that Head XIV--Judiciary, 



Police were still down here, he would have made re- 
r.ommendations on it. H e  was noted for assuming 
duties which he was not called upon to perform, but 
it might bo said that those duties were sometimes ta 
the benefit of the community. I am not accusing 
111111. 

Sir, when i t  comes to the country courts, they 
are ridiculous. The first thing which should be done 
is to stop calling magistrates by the title of Police 
Magistrates. I n  England that practice has ceased 
long ago. By your calling magistraks, "Police 
Jlagistrates," the Police feel that magistrates belong 
to them and they are strengthened in that conviction 
by the courts being held in the various Police Stations, 
particularly in the case of the country districts where 
the courts are held in a little room allocated by the 
Police Inspector. Even when cases of a domestic na- 
ture are held in them, such a,s cases between husband 
dnc? wife, the atmosphere prevailing in them pertains 
to that as if you were in Glendairy. Sir, a law court 
should be a place where you could feel as comfortable 
as if yon were in the Plaza Theatre or any other cine- 
Ilia. I t  should be a place where a Civil Selrvant, if he 
had a few minutes to spare could go into, either for 
education or entertainment. There is nothing in the 
ccburts of Ba~badcs  which mould encourage any 
person to go more than once. 

As regards to the fees for jurors a t  Court of 
Grand Sessions, I am sure that the honourable senior 
member for S t  Lucy ~vould not fail in  saying some- 
thing about that. The honourable junior member for 
St. Lucy as well as the honourable junior member for 
St. Peter spoke about the question already and there 
is no point in my stretching it out any longer. I will 
say no more on the question than that I have urged 
long ago for greater compensation for jurors who at- 
tend the Conrt of Grand Sessions. They should be paid 
more, because you should not have people d6sinter- 
ested when they are sitting to  pass judgment on their 
fellowman. These are different d a m  to those gone 
by. What was good in 1154 is not,good today and 
ta say that the offiw of a juror is one of honour 
today is not strictly correct because more people 
regard i t  as a duty which they should not do. 
People nowadays have nothing to do with anything 
which they would lose by. The honourable Pre- 
mier performs a public service for  which he gets 
remuneration and yet greater honour is heaped upon 
him than a@ juryman. Why should you tell a 
juryman that he should feel it an  honour to serve 
his country in that respect and use that as an 
argument for not giving him adequate remunerr- 
tion? I regard theirs as a duty of honour but they 
should also be adequately compensated for  the time 
spent in  the performance of that duty. 

Another new arrangement which should be made 
in the law courts of this island is for  civil costs t o  
Ice awarded to an  injured party if he is sucx?essful 
ill a, criminal case, in the same criininal court which 
tried the issue. I think it is high time that we 
adopt the practice, both from the point of view of 
caving the public from the expense of opening another 
court to t ry the issue all over again and from the point 
of view of saving time to the parties concerned. 
I n  Trinidad, if you were to be attacked by des- 
peradoes and you took them into court and  vou 
got redress, not only would a fine accrue to the 
Crown, but the Magistrate would also give costs to 
you sufficiently to cover compensation for the in- 
juries you received. YOU would not have to  Pay 
a lawyer allother fee in a civil court to obtain 
damages. I n  Barbados, after your getting re- 
jn a ~ i n a l  Court you would have to put  thc m in a 
Civil Court and pay a lawyer and p r o b a w  

stand part. I am talking about witnesses. I am 
the witnesses -- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: What is the item you are 
speaking on? 

Nr .  BARROW: I am speaking cln the items, 
Nos. 3'1, 38, 40, and any other item which has any- 
thing to do with witnesses. I am saying that witnesses 
go into the law courts of Barbados and of all places, 
the law courts of this island are used as a theatre of 
discrimination. I t  does not happen in any part of 
the  world except South Africa. I am saying that the 
Police 14agistrates of Barbados should not encourage 
that sort of thing. Row can litigants feel that there 
i s  equality before the law when one party who is 
sitting in the well of the court sees the other party 
sitting in the barristers' compartments and being 
smiled on by the Magistrate. Well that statc of 
affairs happens in every court in Barbados. I do not 
mind your having separate bibles for witnesses to kiss 
while taking the oath because in the parish which I 
have the honour to represent, they have separate con- 
firmations. Sir, in  the Conrt of Grand Sessions when 
a n  accused is charged with bestiality, housebreaking, 
murder or any criminal offence, he is allowed to sit  
down after answering the charge until the judge is 
about to pass sentence. I n  the Police courts, even if 
the defendant is a woman, and the trial lasts  or three 
days, the poor mom,an must stand all the time, leaning 
on the rail looking in the eyes of the magistrate. It 
is only in some circumstances sucih as if a lawyer ap- 
peals to a magistrate to allow his client to sit down 1 

that the person is given such opportunity. Sir, you! 
cannot name one court in America where a prisoner 
has to stand up five or six hours a t  a time. 

Sir, what perfection can there be when you allow 
certain sections of the community to have special 
privileges in court while other sections of the com- 
 unity are hounded about the place. With some 
sections, if there is no room in the well of the Court 
for them to sit down, they are sent out c4 the Court 
in the hot broiling sun. Sir, you do not have to be a. 
Socialist to ltnom that this is wrong. If  I am sayiilg 
one word which is not true, there are four others in 
this Chamber to say whether it 1s so or not. 

Sir, I happened to be in Kurembnrg and had the 
honour of seeing one of the biggest trials clf war 
criminals taking place. Each of the persons on trial 
was allowed to sit, and as a matter of fact, one of them 
put his feet up on the rails througho~t  the trial. When 
they gave evidence in the witness stand, thev were 
d s o  allowed to sit  down. m a t  was a court in  Cler- 
many and the persons charged were F'ascists and 
Nazis. I can tell you something of the courts in the 
I\ilother Country, Trinidad, St. Lucia and St. Vincent. 
I cannot tell you anything of those in South Africa; 
probably, the honourable senior member for St.  I~ucy  
who is an  expert on that part of the Commonwealth 
can tell you something of the courts there. I mould 
only say that when you compare our courts with 
other places, the conditions here arp barbarous and i t  
seems as if we are encouraging it, either becansc. we 
do not lmow better or 'because we do not care. We 
ham no inspector of courts; we have no commission 
coming out to see how justice is administered; there- 
fore, we who are the watchdogs, we who have to come 
into colntact with the people from day to day should 
see that something be done to bring about a better 
s tate  of affairs. As I have said, T want to SW a nursery 
for the many young children that are bronght to 
court from day to day with their parentq. I want to 
see cribs for them and two nurses Iooliin,a after them 
instead of having them standing up  in court hesides 
their mothers. We have a Social Welfare Officer. 
What recommendations has she made to Government 
on this score? I believe if the last Commissioner of 

l 
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wait two or three years before you got compensa-' remuneration. As a matter of fact, unless the 
tion., We do not like to consider that Trinidad is l remuneration is as great as the honour, the person 
more advanced than we are even in  judicial matters, 
yet a Magistrate of Trinidad decides both of these 
cases at  one time. I think the work of Police Magis- 
trates and the Judges of the Assistant Court of Up- 
peal would be proportionately reduced if we adopt 
similar legislation in Barbados. I am rather surprised 

cioes not 11ke the honour. The dollar is more almighty 
today than it ever was and the person who is not 
m a position to pay out for anything he wants v 
powerless; he is not respe cted. It is empty hon- 
our to-day to a man who is summoned to be a 
juror because in  time past when a man was sitting 

that we lag so far  behind Trinidad when we should be l for three to five weeks as a juror a t  $1.54, he ~voula 
leading in every department of the body politlc. l be receiving something worthy for his time, but t sday  

I notice the sum of $8,400 for registering 1 that is not 60. The amount of $1.54 was fixed a t  a 
oacers. Unfortuiiately that item is fixed by law, 
bowever there is a note showing that the amount 

l has illcreased by $i2(; rcccntly. Perl~aps the iclin- 
i ~ t e r  in charge could give us some indieation as to 
what that is for. 

(A VOIOE': Increases of salaries). 
I do not understand how the registering officers 

come, uader the ,;adiciary. I t  is very peculiar set- 
I up  that the people who reglster the voters of a 
l 
1 particular parish should be under the Judiciary. 

i Anyhow that is a question which is fixed by law ana 
I will not dwell on it. I would only say that 1 am 

? very surprised to see that item under the HeaZ. 

time when a dollar was worth a dollar and when a 
mason or carpenter or painter was workiilg for '10 
cents a day. Probably, i n  1894, they wclVe working 
for less thaa that. . 

Sir, i t  will be remembered that t h  yuehtioa of 
Ministerial status was not settled untii the reinunera- 
tion of the executive side was fully settleci. Even if 
i t  is a high honour to sit  in judgrnrn: on a fellow 
human being, there is no justification for  a perpotu- 
ation of this scandalously inadequate rcmuilerat~on 
to the persons who are called upon to receive that 
high honour. Certainly, the question that it is a -2 
honour to do so does not hold water any longer 

i Judiciary. 
i As regardq to Item No. 43, Interpreter, I do I t"-daFsee that the sum of $480 is to be voted for 

not think the sum of $24 to be voted against the 1 jurors and marshals who attend the Court of 
ltem is adequate because we are getting more and I Common Pleas. I t  is the usual amount that k set 

1 more foreigners coming with litigation in the law i down. I would like the Minister in charge of justice 
i courts of the Island. At any rate, if more nionev to take note that i t  is time to conwidbr seriously and 

will be necessary, Government can always come back 
with a supplementary vote. 

Mr. BRANCKEIC: Mr.  Chairman I am deal- 
i n g  with Item No. 46-Travelling Expenses for 
which a n  amount of $2,500 is, to be voted. I t  is to 
pay travelling allowance to acting Police Magistrates 
and to seven Magistrate's Clerks in accordance with 
the Travelling Regulations: It is an item which should 
r o t  be allowed to pass unnoticed. The question of 
travelling is always a sore point. You are now pay 
ing travelling to acting Magistrates and you do not 

to take some steps to abolish the question of a special 
jury in Barbados. This amount is to compensate the 
people who sit as jurors at Common Pleas and the 
pepsons who are selected to form that jury are the 
lest of the Barbados Bourbons. Wheu these persons 
are selected to sit in judgment, they come from their 
feudal halls fully decided as to their opinion of the 
two parties. They come fully decided whether A or 
B should be given their verdict. There was never a 
time in the history of special jurors that the verdict 4 
was not decided beforehand having regard to the 

pay travelling to Magistrates who are appointed , family relations, the political standing of the party, 
At  the moment you have three Magistrates who ; from the point of view of affiliations and other vari 
have been acting for quite a long time and I am ous circumstances by means of which a Barbados 
sure each of them would like to be appointed and i i .  special jury arrives at its verdict. I ~vould like to 
appears to me that they have been kept back from f Cee the special jury system dispensed with as soon 
such appointments for no apprrent reason. I n  the 
case of one, I understand i t  is in regard of health 
but to me his health seems very exuberant. There is 
absolutely no reason for keeping people like Magi+ 
trates acting for a long time. If you keep them 
acting for a long time, how can they have the couraga 
of their convictions in giving decisions? That is so 
obvious that i t  does not need stressing. AS I havc 
said, i t  is not fair t o  the public ar to the administra- 
ti0n of justice that acting appointments should be 
allowed to continue indefinitely, particularly when 
there is available material worthy of such appoint- 
ments in the island. 1 understand that an  appoint- 
merit has been made to the ~f f ice  of Registrar, an3 
if that is m, I would like to know how 10% that 
announcement would be withheld before i t  is publidv 
made. 

On the question of Item No. 31, Jurors and Mar- 
shals a t  Court of Grand Sessions, i t  is one that 1 
have been making reference on from the first year 
that I had the honour to be a member of this Cham- 
ber. Sir, jurors attending the Court of Grand SW- 
sions are paid to-day the same thing--$1.54--as that 
which was paid in 1891 and every year we are told 
that i t  is a great honour to sit on a jury and that 
people should be pleased to be granted that privilege 
of sitting in judgment on their fellowman. Mr. 

rs possible and I am sure that the administration of 
justice in these parts would be enriched and enhanced 
through the means of a common jury. I do not mean 
to abolish the jury system because i t  is my belief 
that there is nothing m good as or as fair  as trial by 
a jury in nlattcrs affecting the liberty or the life of 
the subject; but trial by special jury in Barbados 
is a pure farce. 

The honourable senior member for St. George 
dealt extensively and exhaustively with the prac- 
tices obtained in the local courts and I support him 
to a large extent. ~t is really amusing lvhen one 

r 
returns from England after one's student days ara 
completed to see how some witnesses kiss the Book 
Even when a witness in  Barbados kisses the Book, 
one sees the discrimination in Barbados. One sees 
that a person of one class kisses one type of bpok 
while people of snother class kiss another type. The 
Testament kissed by a certain class is new and very 
clean while the Testament kissed by the general pub- 
lic is kept on the witness stand and i t  is without 
covers and its pages are dirty. It fs also amusing 
Ito see how police witnesses are sworn. If one is a 
private or corporal, he kisses one of the testaments 
that is on the witness stand; but if he is a sergeant 
or an inspector, he stretches forward to the Police 

I Kagistrate who hands him a new and clean testa- 
Chairman, these are different days; these are dfiyr * ment and if he is not handed one of the clean 
of the greater the honour, the greater should be the testaments, he picks up  one of those on the witn ss 
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stand and turns to a very clean page; but even of four of them, one has to sit very equally and be l then, instead of kissing the Book, he kisses his right careful when one rises out of them. I think I have 
thumb. I am not blaming present-day magistrates. I called attention and have emphasized what appear 
You can only blame them for lack olf the pioneering 
spirit by they not departing from what their pre- 
decessors have been doing from time immemorial. 
At  the present, we have a first-class magisterial 
Bench and had i t  not been that some have the feat- 
that the sword of Damocles is hanging above their 
heads-bear in mind, i t  has happened all too recently 
that one of their colleagues has been despatched into 

to 'be the most pressing points that want r m e d y i w  
and I trust if I am still here next year that  I would 
not have to refer to them again. 

Mr. ALLDER: If I were a professional man 
and had something to do  with the law courts of the 
island, I would suggest a t  all times and places an  
increase for  jurors and those who give evidence 
before the courts but as  an  impartial observer of 

oblivion without offer of gratitude-one could not I ?hat goes on and one who is interested in  the bring- 
help saying that these magistrates have the material 
in  them to be able dispensers of justice. 

But, sir, I was dealing with the practices, of 
witnesses and there is another aspect to that matter. 
Sometimes you have six witnesses who are called to 
appear in a particular c a g  and the court crier after 
calling them will send some into the Magistrate's 
private room to sit until their turn comes to give. 
rvidence while witnesses Tvho look like s o w  
tonourable members on the extreme left of thi, 
tr,ble, he tells them to go down the steps and await 
their turn. This is a practice obtaining from time 
immemorial it, is a great pity +.hat the present- 
day magistrates do not have the courage to alter this 
state of affairs. 

m g  about of an  ordered state, I deprecate any sug- 
gestion for increase of pay for jurors or ~i t~nesses,  
especially when that  suggestion tends to create a 
disgruntled state of mind in  those who must sit i n  
judgment on their equals. I am saying that  what 
a juror gets by way of allowance so long as it covers 
travelling expenses and would d&ray the  cost of 
his lunch is sufficient. Nobody knows that  better 
than the legal minds in this Chamber. Under the 
old Roman policy, citizens were a p e c t e d  to sit in 
judgment on each other and the fundamental 
underlying that was the perpetuation of a safe and 
stable state. Mr. Chairman, the evil comes in attend- 
ance. No individual having responsibility for  
maintenance of his family should be asked to 

l attend Court, of Grand Sessions on days that  he 
I also notice, &ir. Chairman that the amount of is required to sit, Each juror should know the 

$1,200 is to be voted against the item, West Indian day he is apected to sit on a jury even if he 'is 
Court of ~ p p e a l ,  and I trust that Their h rdsh ips  
are not waiting to learn that this money is voted 

not allowed to know the case which he has to  
determine. That would relieve a lot of the diffi- 

before making the necessary arrangements to conduct I culties which jurymen wpwience now. No sooner 
an  urgent case, because one cannot hear a ~ o r d  of than the few legal luminaries who are politicians 
the likely date of Their Lordships' arrival to Con- say that they should be increased pay for jurymen 
duct this case. I hope that they are not w a i t i q  to 

on the soil of Barbados. 

every potential citizen feels he is a potential juror, I 
be sure that we vote this money before they foot 

under Item, N ~ .  58, Pu&hase of books and 
I-'ublications, I see that the sum to be voted is $385 
but that sum & inadequate. 1 do not know how 
many Law Reports i t  is proposed to put  in  the Law 
bibrary, but humble practitioners like myself know 
that $385 to be spent annually on Law R e p o r t  for 
a hW ~ , i b ~ ~ ~ ~  to suit the needs of the Bench and 
Bar of this colony is a very inadequate sum. 

Sir, I trust that  the criticisms which hare been 
made on this Head would receive the Carpfnl atten- 
tion and the ready ear of the member 
who is minister for  justice. I hope he has allo~ved 
nothing to distract his a t t a t i o n  from the words 
which have been said in the course of this debate. 
One other matter which I would like to reach the 
ears of the honourable, learned and gallant member 
for  St. Joseph and which was mentioned in part 
by the honourable, learned and gallant member for 
St.  George, is that  of seats and chairs for witnesses 
in the police magistrates' courts. I would say that 
whenever one applies to any of the present-day lnag- 
istrates for a chair to be given to a witness to sit 
down, the magistrate unhesitatingly sees to i t  ths t  
one is fnrnished. They looked upon it is but fair 
that  some witnesses or even defendants should not 
be allowed to stand during the mhole of a trial, and 
as 1 have said, i t  is only because they have found 
themselves in an  establishment where there has 
been a certain system that they have tolerated it. 
Sir, I feel that as a result of this afternoon's debate 
on the  .Tudiciarp, matters which if they never OC- 
curred to the Minister in charge and others con- 
netted with the administration of justice, now that 
they have been brought to light will be fully dis- 
cussed by them with a view to remedying them. 
With regard to seating accommodation in the Police 
Magistrates' Courts, i t  is very difficult for  Counsel 

therefore when he is called upon to sit in judgment 
on his fellowman he should receive the  pay of a 
judge. I t  must be borne in mind that i t  is ser- 
vice which one is doing oneself. I t  is just as  sit- 
ting on a Council and saying how Your household 

a unit of a locality must be run. When 
you urging for this increase in pay for  jurors 
You are causing a man he is 
ed "POX1 to serve as a juror that wrong is being 
done to him, and as a result, you are liable to get 
miscarriage of justice. As I have said, every in- 
diTlidual should feel proud when he is called upon 
to sit as a juror at a court of ~~~~d sessions. 
That is the small amount that is expected of him 
in the running of the community. The next thing 
to that is the exercising of his vote. Those are 
the two principal factors which asply to citizens 

ally To say that a juror is not 
treated well by not giving him an increased fee 
is definitely realizing responsibility to the 
community. I have said I do not agree that 
jurors are so poverty stricken that their families 
or dependents have to wait on their earnings from 
the service they render to the community. mat 
I say is that they not be asked to 
attmd court everyday for two or three weeks 
a7hen lnost of the ,jays they are not asked to sit 
a t  all. N~ juror should be asked to sit on more 
than one case and when that case is over he should , know that he is meused for the balance of the 
session and can go back home and do hisjob. we 
have enough people in our community from which 
sufficient jurymen can be drawn so that a jury. 
man ~vould only be called on once for a session, 
but of course, this idea will be severely criticised 
&canse for the ~ a s t  fm years you see the same 
faces acting as jurymen and i t  does seem to  me 
as if a few of those people use i t  as  a means of 
livelihood. This has been a criticism which I have 
heard on many occasions. If the regulations were to find a chair which is whole, because in three out 1 to be modified along the Lines of my suggWtions, 
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I am sure the hardship would be relieved on those 
who have to travel from St. Joseph to Bridgetown 
and back lvhen called upon to act as a juror. BIr. 
Chairman, I hate to know that suggestions are 
made for an  increase in this respect. I do not 
want my statement to be misunderstood. I do not 
mean those who give service in a productive capac- 
ity to increase the wealth of the community should 
not be given adequate remuneration but in this 
particular respect, I feel evmy individual owes it 
to the community to serve. It is merely one's con- 
tribution to the perpetuation of a safe and stable 
community. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: The honourable member for- 
gets that he is now a member of the House of Assem- 
bly and this House has recently agreed to increase 
members, salaries to $160 per month. I call a spade 
a spade and be who is called upon to administer 
justice is performing as equal service as any member 
who is in here. I am looking at  the matter from the 
point of view of what relation $1.54 bore in 1891, to 
what i t  bears in 1954. I would suggest that the ques- 
tion be gone into as  a matter of principle and it 
is on that score that  I am taking i t  up. A point 
has been raised by the honourable senior member 
for St. John to the effect that You can possibly Pre- 
vent a jurymall from spending the whole of four 
weeks or the length of a sess i~n  in attendance at 
court.    he honourable member is not a lawyer, 
therefore he does llot know that a juror is being 

you a juror be- 
forehand that he is assigned to a particular case 
because the accused has the right to challenge him 
and the proseccutor also has the right to ask him 
to stand by. 

Mr. AULtDER: I did not say that a juror 
should know the c a s ~  on which he ~vould be called 
to si t ;  I suggested that  a juror should know on 
what daJ, he must present himself a t  the Town Hall. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Even on that suggestion i t  
would be very difficult for the administration, be- 
cause the person summoning people to be juror3 
would have to summon partly the whole Island and 
would have to do so everyday. The honourable 
member must bear in mind that you have to pre- 
sent 48 persons from which an accused has the 
right to challenge in the selection of twelve to be 
empanelled. One has to look a t  this question from 
the point of view of justice and fair play. One has 
to look a t  the question from the point of view of 
the Poor artisan who may be called away from his 
work as a mason to get $1.54 a day when he could 
be  working for $3 a day. The honourable member 
must put himself in that particular person's shoes. 
Even Overseers at plantations are getting 
$200 per month and prerequisiks are groaning at  

earnings in these days, f a r  less the poor arfiq. 
an. 

Mr. ALLDER: If the odious comparison had 
come from any other source I would have forgiven 
that prrson but member should 
know even so than many of us, because he 
has been trained as a lawyer, that make 
parisons the Payment of jurors and a salary 
which a landlord gets is definitely not on all fours 
and  is not necessary; and further, i t  is very embar- 
rassing. I t  is a fact that as  a legislator one has 
to spend many hours of the day in  saying how the 
colony's affairs should be conaucted therefore, one 
would have to expect some remuneration for the time 
and sacrifice which he makes in so doing, but if the 
same individual should be called to sit in judgment on 
one of his equals he ~voqld not, or should not, expect 
t o  be paid equally as if he were mployed in an- 
other capacity. The honourable member bows 
that. To sit in judgment on one's fellowman is one 

of the foundation stones of d a o c r a c y .  1t was 
practised for centuries, and allied to that is the 
rallying of the individual in defence of his commun- 
ity. I do not have to practise cheap politics. The state- 
inent of the hoiiouraljle junior member for St. Lucy 
Inay be popular and some people ~.vould agree with 
it, but i t  is eheap to let the people feel that is the 
best policy; i t  is not the best. There still remains 
today some semblance of comnlunity spirit, there- 
fore, one owes some service to the community i n  
which one lives. To compare the salary of a legida- 
tor with what we pay a juryman or whether you 
should pay him is beyand the point. If the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Lucy wanted to enter 
the clebate, certainly he is capable of entering it 
ca  a (higher plane than he did just now. I still say 
that you should not increase the compensation to 
jurors ~vho attend sittings of the Court of Grand 
Sessiclns. You should not even compensate those 
w~ho give evidence before the Courts because you 
ere pointing the community to a system of Licence. 

Jir.  WILLIA31S: What I wish to draw to the 
ho,llourable attention is this; when I 
cited is, to 11ly mind, a very bad example, I 
never chose that i11 any pe%rsonal 11-ay. mThat I was 
tr;,illg to 'bring home to the honourable member's 
llllnd is that we can pay a man for six weeks' ~vork 

the basis that he is called upon to do a 
jcb for six ~ ~ b o d ~  is tryill: to  push any 
jurSnlall's case; we have to t ry and let justice ap- 
pear to be done. 1 lvas only asking if this is a fair 
figure 'to give in vie~v of the fact that the post is a 

, part-time post; wve have to ask vhat  shonld the figure 
be in 1954 considering the fact that the value of 
'"OneY has been changed. 

Mr. E). D. LIOTTLIEY: I think i t  is time that 
we sound a l~ote  different erom that in coan.ection 
ni th jurors. I noticc that this Head is not in charge 
of any htinister, therefore it is a question of the 
odlective iesponsibility of the Legislature. I am 
sure, Mr. Chairman, that you will permit me just to 
make one observation. Some years ago, the law was 
amended giving the right for the appointment of a 
Puisiie Judge; the Premier pointed out that this 
appointment was particularly for  the purpose of 
clealing 11-ith a backlog and now I observe that  the 
appointment is fixed by law. However, i t  seems to 
nle that instead of putting money in the Estimates 
;l1 respect of a Puisne Judge, the time has come 
when we should appoint a Puisne Judge, realising . 
that there is an increase of work in the Courts. 
There is no point in having a Puisnc! Judge and a 
Chief Justice and then saying that the. Puisne Judge 
must act as Ch id  Justice in case the Chief Justice is 
iU is away. 1 am sure the honoul-able Premier 
rvill make a note of these remarks; there is no poillt 
in having an acting man and not having the room so 
that the acting man can do the job. If you are pay- 
ing a salary tol the Puisne Judge, the Government 
should provide some proper building where the 
Puisne Judge can work along with the Chief Justice 
and let justice be swift. There are many cases which 
have been for a long time snd, in some in- 
stances, to delay justice is to deny justice I hope 
that this matter mill be dealt with in the right 
quarter. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: I agree with the points made 
by the honourable senior member Tor .the City to 
the extent that; although when me  appointed a 
Puisne Judge about two years ago, it was due to' the 
backlog of work which we were told had accumu- 
lated, yet i t  is true to say that with the ~egular i ty  
of sittings of the West Indian Court of Appeal, the 
number of cases in  the Court of Error  and the num- 



LP- 

MARCH 

%er of cases occupying the Court of Grand Sessions, 
this appointment should be made a full time one. 
At the same time, therq is no good in making this 
eppointment a full-time one unless you are making 
certain changes in the structure of the Courts. This 
appointment should be made a wholetime one hav- 
ing regard to the amount of work which has to be 
done. I do not agree with the ho~nourdble senior 
member for the City when he says that justice has 
been delayed in  respect of the Superior Court: it 
is more true to say that in case of appeals to the 
Assistant Court of Appeal. I know of a case which 
was pending for a year before it reached the right 
quarter; a person got two months' imprisonment 
after waiting for a year. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: I am asking leave to 
include under this Head a netv item, "28 (a) In- 
spector of Friendly Societies, $2,280." As a result 
of the Wells' Report, the Government has decided 
to appoint an Inspector of Friendly Societies for 
R short period at  a salary of $2,280, the same as 
that of e clerk in the Long Grade; Ice want to have 
an experienced person. The insertion of that new 
item will cause an  increase in the amount of item 30. 
"C.0.L. Allowance," to $8,886, and the amount of 
item 61, "Furniture and Office Eq~ipment" will 
also be increased by $360, provision being made for 
a typewriter, $335, a chair, $15 and repairs to two 
wooden presses for the storage of records, $10. 

There being no objection, leave m s  granted 
the honourable member. 

Mr. F. L. WALGOTT: I have no objection to 
the appointment of an  Inspector o i  Friendly Socie- 
ties, but I would suggest that there cannot be any 
great urgency to include that item without a proper 
examination of all the relevant facts. The Wells 
Eeport has not been studied by the House and I 
would say that the whole structure of the friendly 
societies is still a matter 'which has not been debated 
in this House. The salary proposed for this Officer is 
$2,280 and he is regarded as a man who is a t  the top 
of tha Long Grade Service, but for this post I think 
me need an experienced man, one who is in the 
category of an  Executive Grade Officer. The Secre- 
tary of the Public Service Commission is an Exeeu- 
tive Officer and he is above $2,28$04. Thousands of 
dollars are collected by friendly societies and I per- 
sonally feel that no harm would 'be done if this post 
here not created today. There is no honourable 
membefr who would refuse to have a proper inves- 
tigation as to the working of friendly societies car- 
ried out, but I think we should appoint a Select 
Committee of the House to deal with the Wells 
Report. If the Government elected to act on the 
Wells' Report lock, stock and barrel, then the friend- 
ly societies would have to be folded up like a concer- 
tinla. I do not 'believe that it is the intention of the 
Government to work on the Wells Report ~vithout 
given the Legislature zn opportnnity to discuss that 
Report. I would like to have more time to loolk into 
this matter. 

The post of Inspector of Friendly Societies 
would be comparable to that of Co-operative Officer; 
the salary proposed for this post is $2,280 and you 
will see that the salary of an Executive Grade 
Officer is above that. I repeat; I think the House 
should be given the opportunity of discussing this 
matter with a Select Committee before the matter 
is  proceeded with. I n  my opinion, the proposec! 
s a l a v  is low considering what this officer will be 
required to do and we have not got the ramifica- 
tions before us. I would ask the honourable member 
to postpone the inclusion of this item in  the Esti- 
mates; if you want this officer as part of the Es- 

I 
tablishment the matter should be dealt with by way 
of a Civil Establishment Order. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLtEY : I am not saying that 
the consideration of this matter should b~ postponed; 
I am really surprised a t  the lack of knowledge on 
the part oi the Government in suggesting a salary 
of $2,280 for this Inspector. What the honourable 
junior member for St. Peter has saici has a lot in 
i t ;  if you read the Wells' Report properly you 
could not begin to think of having this ofticer at  
this salary. The friendly societies established in 
this Island affect about 20;000 people directly or 
indirectly and I feel that nothing less than $250 
a month should be paid for this post if you want 
an officer who is going to do effective work and 
who must be in a position to do his work. This 
Officer must also1 be given travelling allowance be- 
cause the friendly societies are scattered all over 
tlie island. An honourable member has suggested 
sotto vaoe that the books should be brought into 
the office, but according to the Wells Report, you 
want a man who can commandeer the books of a 
friendly society a t  any time and without notice. I 
counsel the Government that the Inspector of 
Friendly Societies must be a person who is trained 
in figures, who must have a very good knowledge 
of bookkeepisv and a sound knowledge of the Act. 

I This officer will have a very responsible jolj and 
you cannot begin to suggest paying him $190 a 
inonth land a Cost of Living Allowance. I suggest 
to the Government that they discuss this matter 
more thoroughly and go into it very carefully; to  
ofl'er $190 a month for this jo6 of Inspector of 
Friendly Societies, something affecting a large part 
of the population of the country, is not good enough. 

I want to assure the Government that if they 
want a man to carry out his duties efficiently, they 
must pay him. What would be the position if in 
the Wells Report a recommendation was made to the 
effe~ct that you must bring out a man from England 
for this post,? I wonder if the Government would 
say that they are going to pay his $190 a month! They 
would tear up all the books in front of them first. 
Who will you get to do this job for $190 a month 
if he is worth his salt? But if this were a recom- 
mendation from the Colonial Office y ~ u  would have 
the Government coming down for $4,000 a year. 
I t  all shows a lack of knowledge on the part of then 
Government as to what they are doing. m e n  the 
honourable junior member f w  St. Petw says that; 
they have not studied the Wells Report he is asso- 
lutely correct; from the criticisms in the Wells Re- 
port the inference is that you must have a well- 
trained and efficient man for this post. 

I saw in the Five Year Plan that provision was 
made for the appointment of an Inspector of 
Friendly Societies and without any idea of post- 
poning this matter a t  all, I say that I do not be- 
Gew that the Miqkter of Sbc~ial Services could 
say, on his own, that he will increase the figure he 
has suggested; but I ask him not to let it appear 
to the general public they do not want this job to be 
done properly. The Examiners in the Auditor Gen- 
eral's Department go up to $3.000 a year and how 
could you expect to get this job done properly a t  a 
salary of $2,2804 I am sure that the Al~ditor Geul- 
era1 of this colony would tell you that this work 
would call for an  officer in a higher grade than one 
who is getting $190 a month. While we cannot in- 
crease any amount in the Estimates, I am asking the 
honourable Minister for Social Services if, in view 
of what has been said. he would postpone the con- 
sideration of this Head of the Estimates until later 
on, because it is infinitely 'b'etter to do that and come 



back to it later on in  the Estimates when this mat- I Hon. Dr. CUiUZINS: At this stage, Mr. Chair- 
ter has been discussed with the Auditor General and I man, I beg to move that you do now report progress 
when we ha,ve had a little time to conslder the Wells and ask for leave for the Committee to slt again. 
Report. I am suggesting to the honourable Minister Ilon. M. E. Cox seconded the motion which was v 
that he should not press this matter now. I agreed to. 

Mr. MILLER: I am appealing to the Minister 
for Soeial Se~vices to postpone the consideration 
of this iteiii rather than press i t ;  I am hoping that 
he will not let this matter go to the vote tonight. 

documeh andvl  am therefore asking for a postpone- 
ment of this matter. I suggest that, as mentioned 
bv the honourable iunior niember for St. Peter. a 

'Phe CIIAIRMAN reported and. ?,IT. SPEAKER re- 
sumed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

*On the motion 01 Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS, 
seconded by Hon. 31. E. Cox, the l-louse was ad- 

R13fXJJ!IPTLON O F  COiUMI'l'l'EE O x  THE 
ESTlnlldTES FOB 1954-55 

committee should "be, appointed to consider this 
matter. There is so much in this Report that I an 
asking the honourable Minister to agree to the 

This R e ~ o r t  bv Sfr. and Mrs. Wells is a treiiiendous, .journed for three quarters of a11 hour. 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. SPEAKER : On the adjournment the House 

I our incompetence in arriving at a constructive use Hon Dr. H. G. CUMMINS : I n  answer to honour of this land. members I that it was no task Hon. G. 13. ADAMS: 1 entirely agree with what to the questioln of s aLnr~  to be paid for 
this post; Heads of Departments were Con- 
sulted in this We do not know if this 

be a permanent one ; this is only 
a trial just However I will agree to  a post- 
ponement of this matter; I can very well see that 
travelling will have to be done and therefore I will 
agree to the postponement so as to consider the 
question of travelling expenses. 

postponement. was in Committee of Supply considering the Estimates I for the financial year 1954-55. 
Mr. LEW-ISI: I am in agreement that this, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the Ho1use re- 

the honourable member has said, but we have been in 
the position of having fluctuating given us as 
to  financial possib?fities, what the honour- k 
able member suggested would have been done already. P' 

Eowever, item 65 shovys that we are providing for 
something else; we are providing frtr the purchase 
of tickets for machines used by Car Park attendants. 

Mr. LEWIS: The fact that you may be print- 
ing tickets does not mean that you will use them in  

matter should 'be postponed and 1 mould also like 
cowideration given to the question as to whether 
this is the right Head under which this item should 
be put. You do not want an Inspector to put peo- 
ple 'in jail; this niatter affecting the friendly societies 
i:; something for the Social Welfare Department 
to look after. You want to help people to have a 

sumed Committee on the Estimates, Mr. SMITH being 
in the chair. 

Head ~ ~ - - ~ o i i c e  was called. -4 
11011. U. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Head 

xv stalld part. 
Ilon. Dr. H. G. CUMAlINS: I beg to second 

that. 

As f a r  as the Wells' Report is concerned, that respect of this car park. 
has been laid in this House fully two years ago and Mr. ALLDER: I am speaking on item 33, 
those who are interested in that Report should have) "Arms and Ammunition and Civil Defence Equip 
read i t  and should know by now the recommendations ment ". I have raised this question on several m- 
in it. (Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The Government I casions but that has not changed the attitude of the 
certainly does not know). I should like @ say that Government towards it. I notice that there is still 
one of the Judges of the Assistant Court of Appeal 
is Registrar of Friendly Societies and until the law 
is changed, this is the proper Head under which this 
item should be put. I ask leave to postpone the 
further consideration of this Head. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 

proper method of bookkeeping so that the Auditor 1 11r. J. C. MOTTLEY: Ender this Head I want t o  
General can audit the books as quickly as pomible. 1 refe1- to itenls 30 and 43. In canneetion with item 30, 

I hear honourable members being criticised for ! "Cark Parlr Attendanb", I would like to  know if 
not knowing something about the Wells' Report; I ; this Government is satisfied to use that expensive spot 
ufould like to let the public know that it is through 1 of land-the Central Foundry's site-for a free car 
e member of this House that this Iteport has come park. This spot of land belongs to the people of this 
to the House a t  all, and that member had to walk to; island; it was bought a t  great expense and I would 
the Colonial Secretary's Office for a long time so as to! like to know if it is only to be used fo~r the benefit of 
get this Document. This Report by i?Ir. and Mrs. Wells car owners. I feel that i t  should be put to a better 
is here as a result of the pressure for months of an l use. Not only is this spot of land being used for the 

the usual amount of $2,880 to be voted in respect of 
this item and the explanatory note states that pro- 
vision is included for tear smoke equipment. If ip 
the past five years we have been setting aside the 
sum of $2,880 for the importation of this tear smoke 4 
equipment into this colony and we have not had t o  

honourable member of this House. I do not know if 
the Government has anybody in view, but I would look 
a t  this matter from the point of view, of certain peo- 
ple getting assistance. I say; let this work be done by 
the Social Welfare Department and let i t  not be 
mixed up with the Police1 and the Judiciary. When 
these friendly societies are having their meetings 
you will meet the entire membership of the Corn- 
mittees and that is the time for the Inspector to go 
and see the books; you only want t o  have somebody 

henourable member. use any of it, I would like to ask the 3Tinister 

parking of cars, but the Government is employing car 
park attendants. I, for one, do not subscribe to any 
such use beihg put to this spot of land and I am es- a 
pressing my opinion in no uncertain terms. If the 
Government want to do something, let them erect a 
big garage there and collect fees for the parking of 
cars. We are voting over $4,000 in respect of bhis 
item a d  item 43. "Expenses of Car Park Attend- 
ants" and there are cheaper places which can be 
used for car parks. The use of this spot of land as 

who will give assistance by way of helping these a car park is irritating to right-thinking people i n  
people to  produce the best results from their efforts I this colony and I draw to the attention of the honour- 
and give satisfaction to the members of thme friendly able Minister that he should see that in the near 
societies. I do not feel that this item should be put future better use is made of this expensive kpot of 
under this Head of the Estimates. I land, or otherwise report to the people of this island 
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responsible if i t  is businesdlilce to c,)ntinue voting 
the same amont of money in  this connection from 
year to year. On no occasion since the introduction 
of this equipment into. this colony have we had the 
necessity for using one ounce of it and I feel i t  is 
time that this matter be reviewed. 1 expected that 
the amount of this item would have been reduced but 
it continlles to be $2,880. I notice that in another 
place! provision is made for $5,000 and $6,000 respec 
tively in respect of "Arms and Amm~mition", so ttiat 
we are voting quite a large sum in  this connection. 

As to  "After Care of Discharged Prisoners ", 
.only $580 has been allocated to that item; we spend 
less on rehabilitating a prisoner than we spend on 
the purchase of ammunition to destroy him. I should 
like the Government to consider these things; I feel 
that we have reached the stage when these items 
should be reviewed and if that is done, a saving must 
be effected. nTe do not wish to have anything 
which will cause us to feel that there would be a 
possible uprising in the colony; we had better be ill 
some South American Republic if we are spending 
money in preparing for  something which does not 
show that i t  will happen at all. I hope that the GOIT- 
ernment will give some consideration to this appeal; 
the voting of this sum of money in respect of this 
item gives the impression that at  somch time or other 
the masses will start some revolutionary action. 

As to item 37, "Forage", I think we hare reach- 
ed  the stage when many of the animals a t  District 
"A" could be disposed of because, ir. truth and in  
fact, we have reached the stage when the use of motor 
vehicles is something which is accepted in Police 
Departments. A n ~ t h e r  point is this; why should we 
spend $2,500 on the upkeep of dogs and so on ? There 
are about three or four dogs at  District "A" and I 
am sure that many of the Sergeants and N.C.O's 
would be glad for the treatment which these do- 
 et. These dogs cause conflicting opinions in the 
mnvestigation of cases and I would not like to know 
if I were incriminated, that a dog was instrumental 
in incriminating me. If i t  is felt that these dogs are 
used in  big countries, let those countries enjoy that 
luxury; we have no forests ,where a dog would help 
you to find the track along which a prisoner had just 
passed. We are asked to vote $2,500 for "Expenses 
incidental to upkeep of animals" and before the 
financial year is ended they will be coming back ~vitli 
a supplementary Resolution. The joke has been 
given to me that the American Consul lost a pup and 
they carried the dogs and the 999 system to make a 
&arch for this pup;  however, the dogs carried them 
eastward and the pup was eventually found westward 
i n  somebody 'S kitchen (Laughter). 

I n  connection with item 43, "Expens~s of Car 
Park Attendants", I notice that the Gouernnlent has 
arranged to supply these car park attendants with 
uniform. I notice that some olf these attendants are 
very shabbily dressed; they complain that the Gov- 
ernment has decided to give them uniform, but they 
are not given sufficient suits of uniform that will 
serve them. If the Government has decided to sup- 
ply these people with uniform<, then the Governmeilt 
should see that these car park attendants are deceat- 
ly  clad or let them decide what is 'best for them. I 
am asking the Bovernment t o  supply these people 
with the necessary clothing so that they pan appear 
decently clad. 

I also notice that the demands of this Department 
are making great inroads into O L I ~  revenue. Captah 
Raison is doing a good job but we appear to be spend- 
ing $3,000 on the upkeep of instruments for the Police 
Band and I want to know if we should continua 
giving the Band whatever they ask for, because v011 
can readily imagine what the maintenance of this 

I equipment will cost in  five years' time. I believe 
that when the amount for the mainJenanc)! of these 
instruments was asked for, the Government gave i t  
without any criticisn~ and therefore i t  has become an 
annual custom to make increased demands for  the 
maitintcnance of these instruments. 

Another matter is that of the upkeep of cots; we 
have about 500 cdts in the Police Department. A 
policeman is given a cot and he is also prepared to 
sleep at  home if he gets a house dlolwance, but the 
Government continues every year to allocate the same 
amount of $1,000 for the upkeep of cots. 

I notice that a mule-drawn cart is used for the 
conveyance of fodder and on the other hand we have 
to provide for the replacement of vans; in  the same 
way that these vans are sold and then they are used 
in a more laborious manner than when the Police used 
them, urhy can't one of these vans be used to do the 
work which this mule-drawn cart has t a  do? While 
a van may not be goad enough for ahe transport of 
policemen, it would be good enough for  the convey- 
ance of fodder used at  District "9", $or which the 
Gover-nment is purchasing a mule for  $500. The 
Government is purchasing this mule and then i t  has 
to pay a man to attend to i t ;  this mule has to be kept 
in proper condition and they must spenif about $3 
or $4 a day on it. If one of the discarded vans were 
used for the conveyance of fodder, i t  will cost less 
to run i t  per day than what this mule will cost. 
Tlie honourable mlinister might feel that this matter 
is too small for him to worry about but I hope he will 
give these matters the consideration which I feel 
they deserve. 

3fr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am speaking on item 
51 "Motor Transport" the amount for which is 
$15,000 arid item 77, "gurchase of Motor Vehicles" 
the amount for which is $15,500. We have many Police 
Stations in this island and many of them were erect- 
ed before the Government inaugurated the motor 
transport system; you can now travel more widely 
~ n d  more efficiently than when you had to  use 
bicycles. I would like to know if it is necessary to 
maint'ain the Police Station a t  Crab Hilll; I am con- 
vicced that that building could be put, to  a morGbuse- 
fu l  purpose. You are spending $15,030 per year on 
motor transport; you have a Police Station in St. 
Peter and the farthest point you could get between 
Speightstown and St. Lucy would not be greater than 
7 miles and you could operate motor vans quite easiIy 
within that radius; you could place policemen at the 
points a t  which you want to put them and retarn 
for them. I n  bigger countries they could not afford 
the luxury of having a Police Station at the point 
where we have the Crab HiU Police Station. 1 think 
we have passed that stage h a ~ i n g  regard to the pur- 
pose for which that Police Station was built; we &a 
not have the motor transpo'rt which we now have. I 
would like an  investigation to be made into %he ques- 
tion as to whether it would be useful to continue to 
use this Police Station at Crab Hill; I hear from the 
two honourable nlembcrs for St. Lucy that the people 
i n  St. Lucy live quite peacefully and therefore we 
could use that Police Station for carrying on Inore 
social services in that parish which, I understand, is 
not served, as well as i t  might be served by the Socia! 
Welfare Department. It does seem to me that we 
could could close down that Police Station a F E a b  
Xill. 

Mr. BRANCKER : The honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. John has referred to the items in respect 
of Arms and Ammunition and Civil Def~nce  Xquip- 
ment. 1 would like to say that before he was a 
member of this House this question used to be raised 
by the honourable senior member for St. Michael an8  
I used to raise i t  even before then. One likes to see 
what a metamorphosis is undergone by persons whea 
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they change their status and go into the councils of 
Government; either their point of view is altered or  
they decide to let the majority opinion seize them m 
arrlving at  their decision. However, before the nigh1 

ended one might hear the point of view of the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Michael. We had thc 
Report of Superintendent Calver who was paid a 
considerable sum of money to report on the conditioi~ 
of the Police Force: that Officer strongly depr~catecl 
not only the use of military titles in the Police Force, 
lbut also the military character which is so dear to 
the higher-ups in the Force who feel that if they are 
not made Lieutenant-Colonels yeo2le will not click 
their heels to them. We want to have the Police Forc 

a civil Organisation as Superintendent Calver re- 
commended; i t  is a question of whether the Govern- 
ment of Barbados for  Barbadians accepts the princi- 
plc that the Police Force should be a, civil Body and 
that emphasis should Le laid an the civil character 
of the Force and the military character eliminated. 
We have a firmly established Barbados Regiment and 
the Police Force should not be regarded as anything 
supplementary to that.  This ilot inconsiderable SUE: 

which we are spending on Arms and Ammunitio~i 
does not seem to be justified if the Government 
accepts the principle that the Police Force is pre- 
eminently a civii Body and should be regarded as 
such. 

As regards item 77, "Purchase of Motor Vehi- 
\cles," the note is delightfully vague. It says : "For 
the purchase of three station Wagons and one prisoil 
yan to replace existing units which are unservice- 
able." Holv many units is i t  proposed to replace? 
Are we to assume that they will replace four 
vehicles - three station wagons and one prisofi 
van? An honourable member has suggested that 
there should be one parish in  this island without 
a Police Station in i t ;  that is perfectly true because 
the parish to which he refers is recognised to be 
the most law-abiding one in the community. (A 
MEMBER : Ritual murder). When only one crime 
can be referred to in a particular parish in the 
whole history of the parish, does that not speak well 
for  the law-abiding nature of that parish? And tlhe 
person who was guilty of the offence was a relative 
of a big landowner of St. dohn, a memb ; 
of a legislative Chamber. I would not more closely 
define a member of the feudal barons of Barbados; 
the individual charged was related to what is 
described as white and he was a relative of no less 
a person than a certain member of a colonial Legis- 
3atuxe. 

A policeman is not merely a person who detecl,- 
crime; he &ould be there for the purpose of 
information. If you want some information and 
the encyclopaedia was not to hand, could refer 
t o  a policeman. I remember that when a policeman 
reported a major a certain told the police- 
man that he would punish him by sending him to 
St. Lucy, but this parish is not only a place to which 
policemen should be sent w'ben they overstep them 
selves and report senior officers in  the Police Force 
1 do not think that any h= been made out fn- 

the abolition of this Police Station a t  Crab Hill: 
there might be various purposes in the mind of the 
proposer, but he has not suggested to what better 
purpose this Station could be put than the pur- 
pose which it now serves. 

This matter of Police transportation is some- 
thing which is.very expensive; there is an  amount of 
$15,000 for the upkeep of motor vehicles and there 
5s a n  amount of $15,500 for the purchase of new 
motor vehicles. Perhaps the honourable minister in 
charge of this Department will be good enough to 
tell us the ages of these existing units which are un- 

szrviceable and which it is proposed to replace, and 
what. type of vehicles i t  is proposed to purchase tor  
t h ~ a  $la,oUU. 

As fa r  as forage is concerned, that is anothel 
big item costing $12,000, and I see that $500 is 
required for the replacement of a mule for hauling 
fodder. qThen these displays axe held at  District "8" 
and the price of a dollar for admissloll 1s charged, I am 
wondering if anything from the admission to these 
functions goes into the hands of the Government SO 

that they might put it into a fund to offset the cost 
of the upkeep of these animals which is undoubtedly 
very high, 1 trust that the new Comn~issioner of 
Police will listen to what is said in  this Chamber 
and not make the mistake of one of his predecessora 
of saying that a politician can talk but he cannot 
do anything more. Let him be prepared to account 
to this House for the revenue derived from these 
various displays. Slome time ago this House was 
notified that after we had granted a n  amount to be 
spent on the upkeep of horses, the Commissioner of 
Police decided that the horses should be half-starved 
in order to reduce the cost to the Government and we 
were called upon to provide an  additional amount t o  
bring the animals back to the status quo. You will 
recall, Mr. Chairman, that the Commissioner of 
Police was Chairman of the Barbados Branch of the 
S.P.C.A. We find that poor carter is charged for 
cruelly entreating an animal and yet the Chairman 
of the S.P.C.A. was requiring these animals to be 
underfed because he had decided that  an  ecpnomy 
had been effected. T'he honourable Minister says that 
that Commissioner of Police is not with us  any 
longer; well, I have extended my sympathy to all 
of my Jamaican friends. 

With regard to item 9. "Allo~vance to Detec- 
tives," there does not appear to be any note, but i n  
connection with item 53, "Special Services," the note 
says: "Por making rewards for information supplied 
to C.I.D. and for miscellaneous expenses of C.I.D. 
Limitation of amount to $500 in the past has proved 
to be a serious handicap." I think that note might 
read : has proved to be a serious racket." We went 
jnto this matter thoroughly a few evenings ago, but 
i t  doss no harm to emphasize khat in cases in which 
this expenditure is necessary it should be put  i n  the 
hands of members of the Police Force who are men of 
well-known 'honesty and integrity: i t  should not be 
left in  the hands of the Inspectors or Sergeants or 
Corporals who are among the "black sheep" in the 
Police Force. This $1,200 should be distributed by 
persons who would use it merely in  the interest of 
bringing some real criminal t o  justice, and not t o  en  
courage a new profession - the professional informer 
-or provide employment for some of the most notor- 
ious idlers, racketeers, scoundrels and profligates in 
this community. That is h d ~  this money has been used 
\in the majority of instances in  the past: there has 

been the type of people to whom it was not wise or 
safe to entrust this money. Sometimes deliberately 
the life of a respectable person may be a t  stake and 
when i t  is known that there is a reward for giving 
certain informatioil certain people will give that  
illformation in order to yet the reward irrespective 
of \\-hose life is taken from him. 

I hear a voice saying: "Tell me how to  qualify 
for some of this money?" I can name a certain in-  
spector and corporal who have qualified. 

Now, Sir, under Item, No. 54, Training, the 
amount of $3130 is to be voted for the purpose of 
purchasing articles and books for  training purposes. 
So f a r  as  books are concerned; I have visited certain 
of the offices of senior officers and I have come to the 
conclusion that some of the books which are bought 
out of this grant are books which they do not un- 
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.denitand. Some of the senior officers in the Forcl! 
are most distinguished for their long service and 
-as I see it, some of the books which are on medical 
topscs would adorn the shelves of the Law Library 
much better than their present position or would 
be more suitable for reading by persons who have 
the necessary educational background to understand 
what they read. The amount of $580 is to be voted for 
the supply of newspapers to all Police Stations. J 
consider that as absolutely essential, but 1 am 
made to understand that there is  certain discrimin- 
rtion in  the purchase of this type of literature. Per- 
haps, the honourable senior member for St .  Thomas 
and the senior member for St .  Philip can assure 
us whether their respective organs are supplied to 
these Police Stations. I am told that not all of thc 
newspapers published locally are supplied to the 
yarious Police Stations. I feel that every news- 
ptaper published locally jshould be sent to ewli 
atation and for the largest Station you will need 
more than one copy of each. I know certain officers 
do not want privat_es to read what is said in this 
Rouse; they would like pr i~dtes  to be kept in the 
dark; therefore, I recommend that this vote might 
well be inerewed to enstlre that every man in th.2 
Police F'orce will have the fullest opportunity of 
reading the various points raised in this Chamber 
and would also be informed of what is !going on 
otherwise in  this island. There is nothing of 
greater source of satisfaction to the rank and file 
that when they are called to board by senior officers 
to  draw to the attention of their superiors that a 
'report in such and s4uch an issue would authenticate 
their case. 

J' C.  Without the view of 
prolonging discussion under this Head, Mr. Chair- 
man, I feel it is our duty to go into every aspelct of 
the life of this c,ommunity, therefore, I would like 
to  draw your attention to Item NO. 9, Allowanps 
to Detectives, for which a sum of $2,045 is to be 
voted. I would like to know whether it is due to 
the great increase of penal laws of the island or due to 
the people getting more licentious, and a result, 
1ms law abiding than in the pant, that we are vat- 
ing this large amount of money for that purpose. 
I notice that the same amount was voted in the 
1953-54 Estimates. Sir, it is a cause for worry 
t o  right thinking men of this community to note 
what it costs annually for the enforcement of law and 
brder in this &land. As I have the cause 
either be due to too great an increase in the penal 
lam of the island or that the people are gettin& 
more licentious, and a resolt* less law abiding. 
I think this retrogression in morals should be drawn 
to the attention of physiactrists to see whether they 
could find( the cause and if remedy the 
h a t i o n .  sir, we are Over 
dollars on ezucation and only a month ago we passed 
$300 dollars under this same head for an  incre= to 
the Sum of $MO which was voted for 'he gMng of 
information to the Police Department. 

Sir, there is something wrong somewhere; you 
cannot get away from the fact that something is 
absolutely wrong. I think we would do well if we 
set up a Commission to investigate into the cause, be- 
cause with this increase in education, especially in!, 
higher education, I think the people of Barbados 
should so live that we could do away with many of 
the Police Courts in  the island. I do not want to 
prolong this debate but I am throwing out this hint 
to the minister in charge SO that he can look with 
a keen eye into this matter to see vhether he can 
discover the case. It is a refleetion on the integrity 
of the people of this island particularly now that we 

are spending so much to educate, enlighten and 
c.ivilise them. 

Mrs. BOURNE : Mr. Chairman, I am speak-. 
ing on Item No. 69, Cleaning, \Vater and Light. 
l n  view of the fact that storm lanterns are only 
used a t  the Bellepla'ine Police Station for lighting 
Purposes, one can hardly see when one enters the 
sub-station. I would be very grateful if Gover-ent 
would cobider spending a little extra money on 
this sub-station to provide better lighting facihties, 
The lighting system is so dull at  this sftation that 1 
daresay that i t  is the only station which is lighted 
by this method. 

Mr. Chairman, you are also of the fact 
that we have not many telephones in the districts 
of the country where we reside, and in  the c q e  
of an emmgency, one has to travel to the neares; 
Police Station in order to send a message. I bap- 
pened to be at  the Belleplaine Police Station late 
one llight in a case of emergency and i t  was 
by n~eans of a policeman with a torchlight that 1 
was able to see what was i n  a telephone directory 
SO that I could send out a message. 

As fa r  as this station is concerned, I have se:n 
on several ~Ccasions poljc_emen cleaning and washing 
the sides of the building. I do not know 
if they do the painting themqelves, but I c m  say 
that they are not happy over it. I personally feel 
that is not part of a police duty. I feel it is &- 
~ r i v h i '  some Person ffrm getting a day's work. 

With regard to Item No. 77, Purchase of Motor 
Vehicles7 it is a faet that in case of an emergency, 
a policeman on duty at  the Belleplaine Police Sta- 
tion may have to travel to the farthest end/ of the 
parish and the only means of transport at his d k  
posal is a bicycle. I know that honourable m w b  
 rill agree with me when I say that bicycles are 
little use for transport in St .  Andrew and St. 
h s e p h  on account of the terrain. It is a rdouble 
!task for a policeman to get over the hills $3 that 
parish takes a bicycle with him. I think 
i t  would be a good idea if Government would think 
of providing a motor for the use of the poliae 
at this sub-station in case any of them happens to 
be called out on an emergency 

Mr. LEWZS : Mr. Chairman, I would like ' to 
eefer to the question of travelling expehses and to 
point out that it is to be paid in accordallc,e with the 
Travelling Allowance Act. Travelling expense is 
really travelling allowance. I would also like to 
refer to the cost with respect to the upkeep of motor 
transport of the police F~~~~ Sometime, ago, 
heard that the Government intended to get its owu 

shop $0 that motor vehicles frorn Governmem 
departments could be sent there for repairs. I do 
not lrnow if the idea has been dropped and it is ;h_p 
opinion now that these motor vehicles sent to 
some ppajr is muoh better than havillc 
them done in a Government work&op I would 
really like to know if that idea of Government hav- 
ing its own motor repair workshop has been aban- 
doned. I think i t  is regrettable that these services 
have to be provided from outside. It is now costlhg 
us $100 per month i n  order that the Police ma.y 
pay out to get information and I think it is very 
bad that the Police cannot get idformation unless 
they pay for it. I hope i t  is not a matter of paying 
false witnesses. Paying informers may be all well 
and good but I doubt very much if all the eviaence 
you get that way is true and not false. Sir, 
you are paying the Police more now and yet in- 
creasing the amount to be paid out for information 
and for special witnesses. A person because he is 
koo poor may not be able to be properly rep~2sented 
in  court against evidence coming this way and cer- 
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I 
tainly, he is a t  the mercy of evidence of that sort. 
1 am sincerely hoping that this matter will be 
watched carefully. 

There is another question on transport that I 
would like to hear something on. I think that three 
units of the Police motor transport have been put  out 
of service this year. Previously, I have asked for in- 
formation as to how long a motor van remains service- 
able when used by the Police but  it could not be sup- 
plied. I have been made to understand that the three 
units to be bought this year are to replace a van 
bought in  1943 and another bought in  '1945, so I now 
have an idea of how long a van lasts and how a parti- 
cular make of car stands up  to the demands of po1ic.e 
traffic. TVe know now that such information is 
given and T cannct understand why i t  too: so many 
years to say that. Sir, I feel in  view of t he  fact 
that yon are giring the Police all the necessary 
transport they need, now that you are giving them 
high frequency communications, that they should be 
efficient enough as to cut down on the money which 
they pay out for informatim. If y m  are making 
them so up-to-date in  mobility and communications 
they should have little cause to go outside and pay 
other people to do police work. 

Mr. MILLER : Mr. Chairman, 1 too have a 
word to say on this Head of Expenditure. Speak- 
ing on tthe Item, No. 43, Car Park Attendants, 1 
am left to ponder what is ~ e a l l y  meant when the 
honourable Premier said in  this Chamber on several 
occasipu~s that there is the possibility of using the 
car park site, formerly the Central Foundry land, 

--- 

our Police Force. m7e do not need such a large- 
Force and that has been borne out by the recom- 
mendations of Superintendent Calver. 

I would also like to question the amount of 
$500 to be yolted for trhe replacement of a mule. I 
think i t  is a high figure to pay for a mule and I 
would like some more information on it. As I am. 
aware, the trend in the value of mules has been 
going down and their cost nowadays is half of that 
of a few years back. Sir, I am most unhappy about 
the Central Foundry site t~ remain as a car park. 
Three years ago, the noted arohitect, Mr. Anthony 
Lewis, planned to build a four-storied building on 
that site. I have heard nothing of that plan since 
We should have some definite information on thia 
matter. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMX: I shall briefly reply to 
the points raised. As regards the car park 
attendants, I n-auld say that government has noth. 
ing to do with those employed by the Barbados- 
Automobile Association. I m y  say that the 
machines for use hy car park attendants are expect- 
ed to arrive soon. The honourable senior member 
for St. John questioned about cots and I also made 
enquirites and got information in reverm to what he 
said. I was made to understand that  cot covers do 

I not last very long and are very expensive. As re- 
gards to the question of trhe Crab Hill Police Station, 
Government has emsidered the possibility of closing 
it but after a section of the people of St. Lucy 
made an appeal for its retention, Government i s  

1 reconsidering the question of closing it. I do not 
for buildings and the11 to sea that this site will still think i t  is necessary for me to deal with the points 
bc used as a car park only. 1 was hoping that this I raised over Item NO. 53, Special Services, because 
site would be used for ministerial buildings and if I 1 have exhaustivel~r dealt with that question just a 
advice has been given to prompt you to have contro- . few nights ago. The m l y  addition to the note i s  
versial opinion as to the question qf the foulldations I that i t  is stated that owing to the amount being 
of that site I am left rather disappointed. I had I limited to $500 in  the past, that amount had proved 
been hoping for the longest while that some build- ' a serious handicap to the C.I.D. 
ing would have been erected on that site aod thr  ! I do not think there is anything else for me to 
need for i t  is felt more so now than i t  ever was be- / 
fore. 1 suggest that if a 'building is erected on 
that site, you can put the Registry in i t  alomg with 
other Departments of Government, probably an 
extension of the Post Office can be put in it. But 
what is worrying me more than anything else is the 
remark made by the honourable (Premier that they 
6ave certain controversial opinion as to whether 
or no% they can use that site for a building. 1 
think the honourable Premier has travelled a good 
dml and have seen some of the largest buildings in 
cities. I think he has seen buildings on the brink 
of the H~~i i son  River in the U.S.A. If the idea is I 
that because of the nearness of the Central Foun- I 

dry site to the shallow stream of the inner basin of 
the Carpenage rendem the foundations unsuitable, 
I do not think %hat opinion is sufficiently justi- 
fiable to make you question whether or not you 
should build on that site. I feel that it is time that 
this Gorernment should realise that not only is 
there need for some building on this site, but it is 
time that they get some expert advice on putting up 
a n  elaborate building on it in memory of their 
administration. I am hoping to get some reply 
from t11c minister in connection with this point. 

Wit11 regard to the establishment of the Police 
Force, i t  pains one when m e  bears in  mind that 
superintendent Calver in his report on the Force 
requested a reductiqn in its personnel, and instead 
of that, one sees that i t  is increasing. It may appear 
reasmlable to some people to say that since your 
population is increasing that you will need to increase 
the strength of the Police Force, but, as  a matter 
of fact, the reverse is happening all over the world. 

say than Ohat I am qott disclosing any secret wheh 
I say if theire are two departments that for years 
the Estimates Committee has said "No" to every- 
thing put forward, it is the Police and the Govern- 
ment Electrical Inspector. And it is because our 
experience has been that the Government Ellectrical 
Inspector would want all sorts of things which are 
excellent in themselves but fantastic, lnot quits 
necessary except in times of war. The position with 
the Police is that from 1937, that department was 
asking for vans and radio equipment and i t  only 
got 999 by accident last year. I say that  to show 
honou~able members that although the Police De- 
partment asks for certain things year after year, 
Government does not necessarily accede to their 
requests. The question of motor vans fop that De- 
partment has been turned down year after year 
but i t  is impossible to do otherwise than to give 
them the four that they asked for this year. Last 
year ,  they asked for four and we decided to give 
them two. This year wei had to give them what WO 

did not give last year. A Board cif Survey was 
held in January 1953 with regard to the general 
condition of the motor vehicles and among i ts  
findings was that while the condition of a van was 
fair, i t  was not suitable for the purposes of a van. 
Another Board of Survey was held in November 
1953 to report on the condition of a motor van and 
its findings were that i t  was 80 per cent unservice- 
able and ordered that i t  be 'sold a t  public auction. 
The motor van which v7as reported to be unsuita,ble 
for that purpose was purchased in  1947, but inas- 
much as it is not entirely unserviceable i t  will be 
turned into a motor hearse to  replace the old one 

,We are at  the moment spending tob much money on 1 which was bought i~ 1 9 5 P n i n ~ t e e ~  years ago. From 
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$he report, I see that 11-1082 and 31-1084 were bought 
i n  1947. M-1084 is to be dismantled and sold as 
public auction. There were also two Bedford vans 
which were bought in  1947 and the report says 
that they are in extremely poor condition, and are 
recommended to be sold a t  public auction. I t  goes 
as  fa r  as they say that they should not be allowed to 
Le used on the public highway. Hon mem'bers can 
rest assured that as  long as this Government has 
anything to do with this Department, i t  is going to 
see that expenditure is kept to the minimum and 
tfhat i t  gets only the things which are absolutely 

of Social Services who is a doetor should see t o  
it that tnis prlmit~ve system JS erauicated and somw 
proper water-oorne system be iwtituted a t  the 
prison. You are not malung a person more than 
a human being when you uo t h a ~  &L tne prison. 

1 do feel that tnis old and di lapidatd system which 
cannot be regarded as pleasant should be removed 
and I would like to see at some early date some 
provision maae for a waterborne system there 
even if it is done by piecemeal. I understand from 
some persons who know more of the district than 
1 do that just behind the prison wall is i n  a very 

necessary. This Governmetnt entirely agrees with tilthy manner and i t  is very objectionable 
what the hohourable senior member for St. Lucy has I people who live i n  that area. Cannot something be 
been saying all along and that is that our Police c(one about that? 
Force should be a Police Force but not a military I Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEI' : Mr. Chairman, I see. 
force. We have already started to ~ a k e  i t  that way. 
We have dropped tlhe military titles. I am sure 
that the hoilourable senior member for St. John 
would agree that the use af tear gas is not only 
legitimate 6ut  legal in order that the Police should hot 
shoot at  people. I do not think there is any other 

,question to which I should reply. 
With regard to the question-of a central work 

shop for Government vehicles, i t  is still the view 
of the Government that there should be such a work 
shop and I am sure that the Minister for Conznluni- 
cations will see after that question speedily. 

Mr.  IJWTIS : Unless we expect these machines 
for use by car park attendants before the end .of 

you are very qulet and l think that i t  is time for  
us to cease work. I understam& the honourable 
Premier said last week that if we met a t  12 (noon), 
we wo~lld go on until 10 07clock. 1 think we hava 
given more than half-hour grace but on top of that 
I see honourable members and even the genial hon- 
curable Jlinister for Social Services looking very 
tired. The time has come when thiq Committee should 
report progress. 

Mr. ALlDE'R : JIr . Chairman, before you re- 
port progress I would just like to say that from 
reports I ha,ve receive&, there seems to be some im- 
provement in the treatment of prisoners a t  this In- 
stitution. I very much appreciate that report, but 

this month, i t  means that we would have to  revote I 
t h e  money which W& voted for that purpose in th; 
last estimates. The amount set down was $700. I 
do not think we should get the tickets until we gel, 
the machines, bemuse we might get tickets which 
might not be of the right size. 

The question that the sum of @16,442 be 
-voted under the Head was then put and resolved 
in the affirmative without division. 

HEAD XVI - PRISONS 

The Head and the total amount to be voted 
under i t  were called. 

Hon. G. H .  ADAMS : I beg to move that the 
sum of $56,188 be voted under this Head. 

Hon. Dr.  H. G. CUMMINS : I beg to second 
that .  

Mr. F. h. WALCOTT: I would like to make I 
some comment in some way on the Superintendent. It 
is understood that the pre%nt Superintendent will 

.shortly be retiring and I see advertised in  the 
newspapers a notice calling for applicants for the 
post. I do not know why there has been such a 
notice but I think we have a suitable officer in charge 
of the Government Industrial School who can fill 
that post ably and I feel he should be given thc 
greatest consideration. He is in the person of Lieut.- 
Colonel 0. F. C. Walcott and there is no doubt 
about it, he has made an excellent contribution to 

-the Government Industrial %=h001 after the turmoil 
there. 

I would also like to refer to Item No. 24, Dis- 
posal of Night Soil. I do not want to still the thun- 

d e r i n g  of the honourable senior member for  S t .  
John on this question but I would like to ask the 
Minister of Social Services if i t  is contrary to  
present regulations to have a better system of 
disposal of night soil. I do not know if the report 
of Mr. Hallinan into the present administration has 
been gone through thoroughly nor do I know what 
suggestions Government intends to carry out. How- 
ever, i t  seems extremely primitive that we should 
be continuing with this system of disposal of night 
soil. The cost is not heavy but I feel the Minister 

1 will still coiitlnue to suggest to Government thy 
necessity of putting a motor vehicle a t  the disposal 
of that department. As I have said in the past, nc.t 
only would it be more economical for  the transport 
of goods and material by a motor vehicle but it 
would give a better appearance to the present pra.2- 
tice. I notice that if a prisoner is ill and has to go 
to the General Hospital for treatment, even although 
he is ill, he has to walk all the way from the prison 
to the Hospital and a Warder has to accompany him. 
I am not saying that a Warder should not accom- 
pany the prisoner but we have reached a stage in  
our progress that a motor vehicle should be estab- 
lished a t  the Institution because not only would i t  
be a relief for a prisoner and a warder who have to 
journey all thia way br foot but i t  would also be a 
relief for the prisoners who have to pull the carts 
to and from the various Government Institutions 
where they go to work. The warders are also crying 
out about the laborious tasks which they have to 
endure while walking from Codrington to the Prison 
with the prisoners. Sir, even if you do not want 
tc carry your stone and eueh materials which pris- 
oners quarry from Codrington by motor lorry, the 
least you can do is to  have a motor-van established 
there to come into town for your commodities and 
to take sick prisoners t o  the General Hospital when- 
ever they have to go there. It is almost a daily 
occurrence for a warder to take a prisoner to the 
General Hospital. I do not expect you to treat them 
different from how you should treat people who have 
run foul of the law but there is still improvements 
which can be effected a t  the prison without in any 
way treating a prisoner better than what he is. T 
do not think I can get tired stressing the necessity 
for these improvements. 

I would also like to make a few criticisms on 
Item No. 26, After Care of Diwharged Prisoners, 
for  which the sum of $580 is to be voted. I t h i ~ k  
everybody knows very well that the type of pris- 
oner who commits himself on many occasions does 
not have anybody to take care of his possessions 
outside. I f  a prisoner is jailed for five or ten years, 
during the time of his incarceration. he loses all 
outside contact. I have known cases where prisoners 



on their release from prison have had to  walk @? ' the Head, Governor, that arrangements be made t~ 
weeks looking to find their nearest relatives. Some- 
times a prisoner on his, release cannot find himself 
any relative and if he does not have the means to 
start himself again in society within a couple of 
days, he goes ancl commits himself again becauso 
of his lack of means of existence. Sir, the amount 
of $580 to be spent in  a year for the rehabilitation 
of sue11 persons is definitely too negligible ari 
amount today to give benefits to such individuals. 
I do not knotv what our Social Welfare Department 
is doing about this. I would like the Government 
to consicler this point very carefully. I would liked 
Government to see to i t  that the Social Welfare 
Departnlent has a reasonable amount of funds at 
its disposal SO that a pr?oner On release, if he had 
no where to go can be given a haven tem~oranl3'- 
I t  is not sufficiently satisfying to  see small a n  
amount alloc5ied for this purpow. I hope that the 
Minister of Social %r~iCes would look into the 
matter. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: I desire to oa 
general conditions at  the prison according to what 
I have heard of it. I have always promised to take 
a visit there-not to commit an offence and be found , 

guilty and seat there-but because I have heard of 
certain conditions prevailing there which I fear, 
do not exist in Colonies compardble to Barbados. 
We are very conservative people. As f a r  as I can 
understand from what goes on in  the Colonies of 
Jamaica, British Guiana and St. Lucia, Barbados 
has the worse prison conditions when compared with , 
them. We must bear in mind that to rob a man of 
his freedom is a great puni&ment. Imprismment 
qf itself is a great pqnishment and you musk not 
feel that because a man is sentenced for misde- 
meanour or any criminal offence that person 
should more punishment than what he is 
sentenced. I understand that sometimes a prisoner 
is confined to an underground cell, dark as midnight, 
and that person may be there for days and when 
that person comes out i t  takes a few days to recover 1 

! put an end to taking prisoners to Government House 
to attend to the gardens there and to doc cleaning. 
There is no reason why in  trhese days prisoners- 
should suffer such undue embarrassment. We are 
treating prisoners today as if we were living in a 
mediaeval period. 

I see the sum of $28,000 is to be voted to provide 
provisions for that institution. I understand that 
there is a certain amaunt of land suitable for agrl- 
cultural purposes at  the P'rison. If that is so, cer- 
tainly, you can grow food erops in i t  and provide 
these prismers with a better diet. 

Again, I am going to say that the worst punish- 
ment you can give to any man is to rob him of his. 
freedom. TQ deny a man of his freedom is the 
worst thing that you can do him and to add to that  
with any other means of punishment is brutality. I 
would even like to know if Governme~lt-this being 
a Socialist Government-would be willing to take 
prisoners out of bhe unsightly clclthes wgich they 
now wear S I consider such garments reduce the 
spirit of man to a very low ebb. I say let us remove 
them from that old outlook. It is undignified to 
treat another man in that way. 

I will make one more appeal and that is to the 
Golvernment now. 1 think the time has come to. 
adjourn this House. I see a tired look on the faces. 
of all honourable 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I know 
that you are eager to put the question, but I feel 
,.hat you should not put the question until the min- 
ister in charge reply to some of the questiams raised. 
Speaking for myself, I do not share the same view as. 
the honourable member who has just spoken with 
respect to the question about prisoners' attire and 

do. I am One of those P ~ N P I ~  wh@ 
feel that so long as a prisoner is not performing work 
which is in competition with the work peyformcd by  
members of the community, that he should do scdme- 
thing. I f  a prisoner is called to work zt Govern- 

his sight. That punishment belongs to the Middle ment House, 'leaning the or the gardens, 
Ages and if that is true, no man in this age should l that is not what I would call productive employ- 

be subjected to such cruelty. 1 have just drawn ment and I see nothing wrong in his being allowed 
this to the notice of the Govern-ment as  I have not 
found out whether i t  is an actual reality but if it 
occllrs I am asking Government to prohibit it. Sir, 
to treat a man if he were out df ifhe pale of human 
beings is not psychology of this age but of the 
Middle Ages; to have such conditions whiclh existed 
before is utterly inhuman and 1 am giving orders to 
tl:e Government or those responsible for the prison 
administration to desist from such practices. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, I appreciate 
j70ur anxiety for an early adjournment, however, i 
want to stress the remarks to Government that 
some serious attempt should be made to! humanize 
$his department of Government. I t  is my view 
that i t  is unnecessary in this period to send a 
prisoner to the quayrim to work even though the 
idea may to give him the necessary physical 
exercise. 1 think i t  is totally unnecessary and 
undignified to have a prismer pulling the ropes of 
a cart a l m g  the street. Yhere is no point in  caus- 
ing undue embarrassment; as  a matter of fact, you 
yourself should feel embarrassed when you see a 
prisonei- crossing the streets. Earlier today, I 
wanted to raise the question whether Government 
was willing to remove the services of prisoiierq from 
Government House, and as I have had some intima- 
ton f r o h  the honourable P ~ e m i e r  trhat this Head 
will be dealt with today I have been waiting all the 
night to say a word on it;. 'I will like to see even 
if i t  means the granting of additional funds under 

; 
do that type of work. 
I too am quite anxious that the question be put, 

Mr. Chairman, but 1 would like to know from the 
Minister of social services first if i t  is conwary: to 
present regulations to have a waterborne system a t  
the prison. I would like to know frdm the Minister 
of Social services his feeling in regard to perpetuat- 
ing this primitive system of the disposal of night 
soil. I do not like the idea of members asking- 
questions and getting no replies. 

Econ. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I have 
taken note of the criticisms, especially the questiokx 
just asked by the honourable junior member for St 
Peter, and shall give them due consideration. 

The question that the sum of $56,188 be voted 
under the Head was then put  and resoIved in *he 
affirmative without division. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I beg 
to move that you do now repcirt progress and ask 
for leave to sit again. 

Mr. GODD'ARD: I beg to second that. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: This Committee has just 

completed sixteen Heads of Expenditure and I would 
like honourable members to note that there are 
forty~three Heads of Expenditure to be dealt with 
and then Caqital Expenditure. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, this may now 
be the wholetime job of the honourable member, but 
even were i t  not so, this is not a cme whether thp 
honourable member agrees to  continue; it is a ques- 



--P -p-- 

MARCH 9, 1954 871 
. - 

tion of whether this Committee agrees to it. The 
honourable member is really carrying things tool far  
and he should be told so. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: l have not been in- 
formed by the Government when it proposes to meet. 
again to give further consideration to these Esti- 
mates, but I would suggest that this House meet 
tomorrow, Wednesday, because some members of this 
Chamber would like to attend the Races on Thurs- 
day. I am quite prepared to come tomorrow and 
even Thursday if i t  comes to that, bu t  so f a r  as con- 
tinuing today, L' have been here for eleven hours and 
if it is the desire of Government to meet tomorrow, 
I think this is the appropriate time to ,retire. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I am not at  present 
regulating the Government business in  this House, 
I can agree to  meet a t  any time. I may say' that th* 
honourable junior member for Christ Church last 
week asked me whether in  view of the House meet- 
ing early today whether we would close early and l 
t d d  him that I could not tell the specific hour; it 
would be a matter for the Eouso. 

Mr. GODDARD: I n  conversation with the 
honourable Premier last week, I told him that we, 
the members of my Party, took it that if we came 
early today, we would end early and he reply'ing 
said that if we come at  12 (noon), we could shut 
down at 10 p.m. and I toak it that there was some 
agreement as to that time, and informed members 
of my party to that effect. I had every idea that 
this House would adjourn a t  10 o'clock. 

Hon. DT. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, - Tha 
position is this: we have completed sixteen Heads 
of the Estimates and we would like the entire Esti 
niates completed this week. 

(A VOICE : Why ?) 
Because the Other Place has to cobsider them. 
(A VOICE: Not true.) 
If honourable members are prepared to come 

tomorrow and perhaps Thursday, we could posgibly 
take the adjournment a t  this stage. I do-want to 
emphasize that Government wants to finish them 
this week. 

The quqtion that  the Chairman db now report 
progress and ask for  leave to sit again was pu t  anand 
agreed to. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN reported to Mr. Speaker who 
resumed the Chair and reported accpdingly: 

T H E  ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to  
move that this House do now adjourn until tomor- 
row, Wednesday, 10th March, 1954, at 12 o'clock 
(noon). 

Hon. R. G. MBPP : I beg tcu second that. 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I am 

making an amendment to that motion. I move that  
this House do now adjourn until Thursday, 11th 
March, 1954, at  12 o'clock (noon). 

Mr. GODDBRD: I beg to  seoond that. 
The question that the House do norw adjourn 

until Thursday a t  12 o'clock (noon) was put  and 
resolved in the negative, the House dividing as 
follows :- 

Ayes: Mr. LEWIS, Mr. VAU~HAN, Mr. ~ D I C E ,  
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY, Mr. CRAWFORD and Mr. GOD- 
~ a - 6 .  

Noes: Mr. SMITH, Hon. G. H.  ADAMS, Hon. 
Dr. GUMMINS, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E. TALMA, 
Hon. R. G. MAPP, Xr. HOLDER, Mr. BRYAN, Mr. 
MILLER, Mr. WILLIAMS, Mr. F. L. WALCOTT, Mr. 
URANCKER and Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY-13. 

The questiom that the House do now adjourn 
until tomorrow Wednesday a t  1 2  o'clock (noon) was 
then put  and resolved in the affirmative, the House 
dividing as follows :- 

Ayes: Mr. SMITH, Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Hon. 
Dr. CUMMINS, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E. TUMA, 
Hon. R. G. MAPP, Mr. HOLDER, Mr. BRYAN, Mr. 
LEWIS, Mr. MILLER, Mr. .WILLIAMS, Mr. F. L. WAG 
COT, Mr. BRANCKER and Mr. J. C .  MOTTLEY-14. 

Noes: Mr. VAU~HN, Mr. ALLDER, Mr. E. D. 
MOTTLEY, Mr. CRAWFORD and Mr. GODDARD-5. 

His Horn. The SPEAKER adjourned the House 
accordingly. 




