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Head XXIX-Miscellaneous Services - was 
called. 

Hon. 8. H. ADAMS: I ljeg to move that Head 
XXIX stand part. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: As regards item 4.2, 

"Maintenance of Speightstown Community Hall", 
honourable members will remember that a heated 
discussion took place in respect of that item when we 

- - - - - - 
--W 

G SESSION 1953-54 
--- -. 

9. 

you are spending so much money on the fishing in- 
dustry it is but a small expenditu~e to provide a 
proper light at t , h ~  'back of the Market. 

As regards item 12. "Compensation and charges 
xnder Workmen's Compensation Act, 1943." I would 
like the Government to take stew to have the Work- 
men's Cmpensa.tion Act amended, just as the 
British Government has amended theirs. It would 
be a good thing for the Government to go into this 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

*lrUrsda~9 'lth 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem- 

bly met a t  3 ca'clock p.m* to-day. 

Presemt : 

/ His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker). 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS, B.A., C.M.G., Q.C., (Premier), 
Hon. Dr. H. G .  H. CUM~~INS,  M.D., C.M., (Minister 
aJ Social Bwvlces) Hon. M. E. Cox, (Minister or 
Commun?ications, Works and Housing), Mr. L. E. 

rs. 

were dealing with the upkeep of the Speigh&to,wn 
Braneh Library. Since the word dgC~-~dty.*  i. 
causing some confusion in the minds of honourable 
members. I propose that we revert to the old name 
"Asembly Hall" as the building was called. I an? 
therefore asking leave to kelete the word "Corn- 
munity" in order to insert the word "Assembly". 
While I am on my feet I wil say that no Head of 
any Department will have anything to do with this 
Committee as some honourable members seem to feel; 
this Hall will be run by this Committee in the inter- 
est of the cultural needs of the people of the area. 

There being no objeotion, leave was panted the 
honourable member. 

SMITH, (Chairman of Co-ittees), Hon. R. G. M u p ,  E. D. MOTTLEY : ~h~~~ is one thing (Mhister Indrwtry Labour), Nwrs' -,hieh I would like to ask: The ~onouroble member T. 0. BRYAN, E. St. A. HOLDER, V. B. VAUQEAN, Hon. I C, E. TALMA, cf La/nds md 
p&herieS), Mrs. E. E. BouExE and Mr. E. W. BAB- 
ROW, BSc. 

Prayers were read. 
Messrs. E. D. MOTTLEY, W ~ J A M S  and F. L. 

WALcOTT entered the House and took their 

MINUTES 

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 have the honour to inform 
the House that the Minutes of the last meeting are 
not yet ready for circulation. 

OF 'OMmTTEE ON THE 

A' 
E'STIMATES FOR 19-55. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the 
is to resume Committee on the Estimates for the 
financial year 1954--55. 

Mr. spruKw left the and the House 
msumed Committee of Supply on the Estimates, 

a . I  Mlr. SMITH being in the Chair. 

says that this building will not bs  run as a Conmu- 
nity Centre for the people of St. ;Peter; if it will be 
carried on as it has been carried on before, why are 
they asking for $500 now when it was run for much 
less before. What is this $500 for? 

Hon. Dr. OUAWNS : This $500 will be the 
provision for cleaning, and so on. It, is 
for the running expenses of this Amembly Hall. 

Mr. F. L. WALCQTT : I am speaking in con- 
nection with items 6, 12, 54 and any other item as I 
go along. As regard. item Lighting of Wharf, H 

I would like to take the opportunity of saying how 
deplorable it is to find that where the Government 
is paying for lighting the lights are so dim that 
you need not have any lights a t  all. I would like 
to know if better lighting accommodation will be 
crovided especially where publie funds have to be 
expegded: I also like to draw this matter 
to the attention of whoever it concerns; I happened 
to go to the Fisheries OBcer yesterday morning and 
8 boat-owner t d d  me that last week a &heman loat 
his boat while he was coming into the moorings bc 

i hind tha Public Market. That is beclause the Govern- 

HEAD xXIX-HISCELLANMIUS SE8VICES ment has refuse6 to install a light at the ldack of 
the Market for the convenience of the fkhermen: if 
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matter because thousands of dollars are exported 
frm the colony and the matter could be dealt with if 
a proper scheme could be devised. This is an Act 
which has become unwieldy to be administered by the 
Ass.iStant court of Appeal; it is an Act &odd 
be administered 'by the Labour Department. I n  many 
instances, if this Act ware adminisltered hy a 
Labour Department and not by the Court a simpli: 
method could be used. 

With regard to item 54, ''Expenses of Oil Ad- 
viser," I am wondering if this matter sho.uld not be 
a Head by i&lf. This item deals with the Director 
of Petroleum and Natural Gas; there are separate 
Heads in respect of very small amounts in these 
EstimateF, and I think that this item should not be 
dealt with under a separate Head. You will find 
that 4"~ntribution F ram Revenue" is a Head by 
itself; it) has not been put as an item under the 
Head with which we are now dealing. 

I n  respect of the item "War Service Credit," 
the sum of $2,500 was voted last year. I have 
received complaints from people who have served in 
the war that t h ~  have not 'been credited with the 
services which they performed during the \$Tar. I 
know that there are in this colony expatriate officers 
who have received War Service Credit allo\vances; as 
there is na provision made in this respect for this 
year, I would like to know if it is the policy of the 
hvernment to pay War Service Credit allowances 
to those who have rendered services on the same 
bmis as ;that on which expatriate officers have been 
paid. Sma policemen have been paid these allow- 
awes but other people have not been paid and I 

- - 
from $50 to $2,400; Ipresums it is in keeping with 
the recommendations of the Cane Fires prexrention 
Committee. Is this amount in respect of the pay- 
ment of rewards to a vigilance squad? TO my mind. 
prevention is better than Cure; it hm been that 
when a cane fire breaks out people are r a t h ~  
co-operative. 

Relative to item 33, "Acting Allowances, pay- 
ment of Substitute," I see that these allowances arc 
now costing @0,000 and You C m  well see what the 
Civil Service is costing us to run it. We have to try 
and keep the position under review as much as Pas- 
si'ble; we cannot allow people to  come from abroad 
and pay them fantastic salaries. That is a matter 
which his  h be kept under review a t  all himes- 
regards the seleetion of masters for Harrison College 
somebody had been talking about increases being 
made in England, but we cannot afford that in Bar- 
bados. That position has to be made perfectly clear. 

In connection with item 53, "Actuarial Inves- 
tigations into VC7idows & Orphans Pensions Scheme," 
1 would like the lzini~ter  in Charge of this matter 
t0 get the Actuarial &port I'eIativei to the investi- 
gations into this Scheme because it is causing the 
Civil Servants a lot of headache. The money which 
is into this Scheme might be used for housing 
$"stead of the Civil Servants having to borrow 
nlOney for this PuWose. 

Hon. C .  E. TAbNA: I am asking leave to 
insert a new item-5 (a) "Expenses of Standing 
Cane Fire Board, $1.710." As honourable members 
know, a Cane Fire Prevention Committee was set up 

I to deal with the question of reducing the incidence 
would like to know if those who have been paid, of cane fires and as a result of their &port, l have been paid with a clear understanding of what . a Standing Cane Fire Board has been set up. They 
was intended. Th$ is a question of giving credit; for are really trying out a+n experiment in setting up 
the years of sdvice which people have rendered in a watch tower post near the District "C" Police l the Caribbe~n Regiment. I would not like to hear , Station in order to see whether their recommends- 
of any cbzeseparing policy in connection with this I tions c a n  be of any 'benefit. The amount of the item 
m a t t ~ r ;  J feel that every man who has served in the is made up as follows; Wages and Cbet of Living 
War shrhld be given War Service Credit allowance 1 Allowance, $1,855.64. Holidays with Pay; $54; 
and he should 'be given tha~t allowance from the time I 
hc has served. There should not be any subtraction. 

M--. WILLIAMS: I n  connection with item 4, 
"Purchase of Safes for Government Departments," 
the nate says: "Provision for the purchase of a 
safe and stand which oan immediately be, made 
cvr,llable when rquyllired for the safe custody of 
qvernment funds." I see that this is a new- item. 
1 do not know what circumstances the Government 
is contemplating but, to my mind, you would have 
to keep a certain amount of liquid cash in the Treas- 
ury; I do not see how it could be considered safe 
to keep any outstanding amount of money there. 
What eventiuality does the Government contemplate 
to make them have this safe for the safe custody of 
Government funds ? 

As regards item 12, "@ompensation and charges 
under Workmen's Compensation Act, 1943," I heart- 
ily support the remarks of the honourable junior 
member for St. Peter; i t  is about time that this Act 
be amended. I have been reliably inform?d that 
+his Act should be taken out of the jurisdiction of 
the Assistant Court of Appeal and placed in '  the 
hands of the Labour Department. There are many 
iemployers who are not insuned under the Act and 
i t  has been found that when employees have to 
make charges there is no money with which to pay 
them. That aspect of the matter should be gone into; 
sometimes the only remedy on which an employee 
has to fall back is the Workmen's Compensation Act. 

1n respect of item 20. "Rewards under the 
Cane   ire (Prevention) Act, 1949, I would like to 
know the (reasons for the il'lcreme of the amount 

Contingencies, $52.00 and Expenses of Board $251) 
It vas not though advisa'ble to incur any capital 
ture at this stage since the matter is regarded as 
being just an experiment. 

Nr. LEWIS : With reference to item 42, 
"Maintenance of SpRghtstown Community Hall." 
I see that the hon. Minister is merely changing the 
xrame. I would like to assure the honourable member 
tJlat I have nothing against the name exctept that it 
mas drawn to his attention that the Assembly Hall 
might gat confused with the Community Centre. I 
am not concerned with what Head of Department is 
associated with this matter; I am not concerned 
what I heard about some gratuitous insulf, having 
been offered the Trustees of the Library and, perhaps, 
the Librarian. I have been informed that some 
difficulty was experienced by people in St. Peter in 
getting the use of the Hall; I understand that in a 
hat ter  like this, it is necessary to hear both sides 
of it and we are only hearing abbut some difficultY in 
petting the use of the Hall but we do not know if 
the people applied late for the use of it or wha.  
Howover the person whom I have heard blamed for 
the handing over of the keys is an active of 
the original Board. 

1 would like the honourable member h say 
whether ,complaints have been made to the Trustees 
of the Library as ~ getting the use of the Hall and 
what explanation has been given. There is a mmour 
to the effect that this changeover has taken 
without the Trustees of the Libary  having bRen 
irtformed about i t ;  that would be a very ugly feature 
about a transaction of this kind by responsible 



i 
ple and I hope that i t  is not true. L would like IU I ourable member is so much out of touvh as to Lce 
know if some proper official communication was sent 1 use to which this Building has been put  that  ha 
to the Trusteq of the Library to the etiect that this foresees difficulties which I do not foresee at all. 
changeover was taking place. Somebody must be I We have to submit a syllabus to thq Librarian i n  
recognised by the Tremury as one who must sign the Bridgetown and when we convince him that we 
vouchem for the payment of this $500;  m d  who will would have to meet the cultural needs of the parish, 
this person be ? ; I then we will be given licence to use this building. 

Orll the question of getting quiok action as to This building will be used by cultural groups 
the of this Hall, no Committee could be as quick 1 or associations in  the parish; any association ahiob 
in action as one person who would know the use to 
which the Hall is being put  and the purpose for 
which it is being used m d  who would )make ar- 
rsngements for looking after the Hall while i t  is 
being used: I carnot lmagine any Committee being 
more (than a single persoln. The authority 
in  this matter should rest with the Librarian. It 
appears to me that the authority for the use 
of this Hall ~ o u l d  have been very well left where i t  
n-as so that the rest of the property could be pro- 
kected by one and the same person . I t  is 
strange that employees of the Trus tee  have been 
put on the Committee and as far  as 1 know, the 
Trustees are not told of the change until they see 
11 just as  a member of the House would 
see i t .  That sort of discourtesy makes one suspicious 
of the arrangements. 

~h~ Committee will eventualb discover that 
they have done wrong; if the money for running 
this Hall is coming out of the Treasury and not 
from the people of S t .  Peter, anybody from S t .  
Michael or any other parish who wishes to use this 
Hall should be allowed to do so; otherwise the Corn- , 
mittee should look for the molley for running this 
Hall themselves. Since this m a t k r  h% Eeen talked 
@,bout i t  seems to me that many p ~ p l e  know more 
pboUt it than I know about it; there are many morc 

need6 the use of this building will now apply t o  
this local Committee instead of the Librarian. 
Much difficulty has arisen in  the past because very 
often when cwntact was made with the Librarian 
on the spot i t  was difficult for her to transmit the 
notice to her superior in Bridgetown. The honour- 
able member seems to think that one individual will 
not allow this building to be used by people; 
any association can use this building but  it has 
to present a syllabus to the satisfaction of the local 
Committee. If the honourable member knew more 
of the use to which this building will be put, he 
would not Sense or imagine any inconvenienw or 
the qort of inconvenience of which he has mentioned 
taking place. There are other phases of the mattez 
of which I would not attempt to speak because 1 
am entirely ignorant of them; but as f a r  as the 
w e  of the building for the benefit of the residents 
of St. Peter is concerned, I am in  authority to 
speak because I know of what I am speaking. 

Mr. LEWIS  : I do not want to join issue with 
allybody in a matter of this sort;  1 do not think 
that this arrangement for a Hall in  Speightstown 
is m Y  different from. that for the U- of a Hall in  any 
other part of the island. YOU have to put  forward 
Your syllabus in the same way; if the question of 
rutting UP a syllabus would be a n  inconvenience was 

aspects of the matter. 1 am sure that the Trustees I that made known to the proper quarter and did they 
of the Library are not aware of any difficulty being cbject to i t ?  This matter has not been done in the I experienced as t o  applying in a proper way for the , WaY we expected i t  to be d,ane; to tell me that 
use of the Rail; a matter of fa&, I should this arrangement about a syllabus has to be taken 
imagine that the Trustees would be able to appre- to a particular part of the island is asking me to 
ciate 100% the benefits which the use of a Hall like accept nonsense as reason- 
this would confer on the community. 

l 
Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member does 

not know the purpose for whieh this building will 
As far  as the insertion of item 5 (a) be used; i t  is obvious me that the honourable cerned, the matter relative to the Fire Eioard is member wants to with the transfer of 

something whieh the planters could well take care authority for the use of this building something of 
of for  themselves in co-operation with the Police which I have no knowledge. The honourable mem- 
Department; we are ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ g  these people in ber is absoluteb mistaken as to the o& bo use of 
every little matter which comes up .  This Cane Fire this building; having reprrd to the use to which 
Prevention Committee has been set up, i t  makes a thi. building will be put, the authority for the use 
Report and the Executive Committee ampted of i t  cannot be obtained a t  a moment's notice. rphat 
the Report and has put this item i n  the Ektimates; is not the idea at all. 
that is an  unsatisfactory method of dealing with the yr. BARROW: Judging from the manner in Report. The Legislature is the one Body who muat ~i~ H~~~~~ the speaker has attacked thk 
.ay: "I will put  an  item in the Estimates. " Putting particular question, it seems to me that the good 
thjs item in  the Estimates a t  this time is not treat- people of Speightstown l are in  for a very good 
ing the Le!$s1ature with the lshich regime in so far this hSembly Hall is ooncerned. 
be extended to it and on that smre alone objectiom l I hope that the in Speightstown is not 
should be raised. I believe that the planters oauld 
well pay for this item and the mattter could b t  
dealt with in co-operation with the Police. To create 
a Board by  the insertion of an  item before proper 

subjected to the rule to which this Assembly is sub- 
jected from time to time. What has surprised me 
is that no date has been given as to the time frm 

this new system will be functioning and =is notice is given of it i n  the .Legislature is not the H~~~~~ can speak with such authority as to the 
proper way to &a1 with this matter. I cultural use to which the Hall can be put at reasdn- 

SPEAKER: =lative to the transfer 
authority in connection with the running of the 

Hall at Speightstown from the Trustees 
of the Pulblic Library to a local Committee, Per 
haPS I should not say very much on that subject 
since it is Propwed that I should be Chairman of 
the Committee; but I am surprised to find that 
the hon. junior member for  the City is imagining 
that certain difficulties will result from the transfer 

able notice: I can only come to the conclusion that 
there is some ffrievance at the bauk of the minds 
cf some people, which they want to stamp out. we 
have been asking since yesterday and I still want 
to know why Speighbto- has be singled out 
for  this treatment while in the parish of st. G~~~~~ 
and in the parish of Christ Church the 
particular buildings are controlled by the 
Vestries. This building is not a Community 

of this authority t o  such a Committee. The hos Centre and there ia no Act setting up  As5embly Halls 
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in Barbados; this is something whiah belonged to 
f e Pnblic Library and it was put to a very useful 
parpose. 20 expect people to form fours m d  salute 
and go through a lot of red tape when they f e d  
disposed to hold a mock trial, or a debate or con- 
ee* is against the Whole spirit of community activ- 
ities; the idea of a cultural centre is that it is easily 
accessible and available to the community which it 
serves. NOW that H& Honour the Speaker has been 
made Pope he thinks it is incumbent on him to push 
out members of this Assembly because we happen to 
$sag@ with the whole principle underlying this 
v ~ t e  of $500. 

This b u i l ~ n g  is not a community Centre; it 
should be a place to which people a n  have free and 
full access at any time exoept on such occasions 
When they might be restricted by by-laws and repu- 
lations. I hope that the honourable junior member 
for st. peter is listening to what is happening in 
hiq We are now trying to set up a trib-i 
to decide whether this Hall should be used one night 
a week or something like that; however, nobody 

say that the people of Speightstown have 
lodged any complaint as to the use of the Hall under 
the old dispensation. 

S P E ~ E E :  ~h~ honourable member has 
been =zng about or difficulties which 
people have been experiencing; I can eay that it is 
obvious to me that a Comlttee on the spot will 
he more easily accesr.ble to the ratepayers of 

than having to await notice fmm 
Bridgetown. 

B A ~ ~ W :  I would like an answer to 
the questions which have been put by members of 
this House. 

g .  D .  MOT~JQEP:  hi^ particular item 
caused a lot of debate yesterday afternoon and to- 
day the honourable winistm for Social Serviws 
asked that the name of this building be changed 
from ' L  community ~ ~ 1 1 ~  to 7 1  ~~~~~b~~ ~ ~ ~ 1 ;  7 ,  he 
has said ,.hat ,.his building will be used by the 
people of St .  Peter alone. Having heard His Won- 

,.he speaker, I learn that it be used by other 
people. When the honourable Minister for Social 

sat I was to say; "Let us 
try it out," but now honourable members seem to 
be afraicj to say something which is within their 
knowledge. There must be something wrong; how- 
ever this debate js reported in the Press, unless the 
facts are brought out to the pu~l ic ,  I feel that we are 
doing something to shelter somebody; if somebody 
did not my what W- brought to his notice, we 
would be a bunch of mice. 

Of this a 
l h n c b  Library in Speightstown and not vely lo[lg 
after this Branch Library was established, this par- 
titular Hall which is apart from the Library wibr 
used as a place where people met for cultural ail. 
tivities and the sum of $50 was put in the Estimates 
for running it. Suddenly a change has been mads 
in the Estimates this year; I believe that education 
should be the fomdation of some culture. It is a; 
faet that the present Librarian is a Barbadian of 

descellt and has referred to 
this young man m One Of the brightest scholars he 
has ever had. It is within that the 

Officer-* have no axe grind- 
was having a row with the Librarian. AS soon ss 
a colonial back an imported official, he is 
considered to be rude ; anty the Social Welfare Officer 
is One of those people to whom You cannot be rude. 
1 do not know if i t  is rudeness in the Librarian 

back, but in the usual way the Sooial Wel- 
fare Officer who reports On every other officer, re- 

lWUf3E 
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ports this matter to the Colonial S t o r e t a ~  and 
without the Librarian even be* called h, You have 
thiq item put in  the Estimates; you have the name 
of this building changed and we are asked to vote 
this $500. I might be mietslren, but 1 do not be- 
lieve that the honourable Minister for Social ser-  
vices really knew what W& happe-B. 1 heard a 
Honour the Speaker talking about the difficulty of 
getting in touch W i t h  the superior h Briaetown; 
that is aomnse.  (Mr. S P ~ :  It might be non- 
sense but what I have said is correat-) 

It would not take a week or two weeks let 
a group of people know that they could use thk 
Hall. I have been told that if You know the truth 
about this matter, it would be seriOw. It iS 
wrong to have W t e r s ,  ~fficials or anybody pimp- 
ing khind local Heads of Department. and 
jng bwk 

Somebody might ask; " m y  should you 
all this talk about the expenditure of t h k  $5001" 

have for carrying Out thSO 
cultural activities is something desirable, but You 
m ~ t  CO'me straight out with Suppasa 
His Honour the 'peaker One of the TlllStee8 
of the Library and the daughter of the Minister of 
Social SeI'Vices Was ribrarian in B r i d e t o m  and 
they had a row with the Social Welfare Officer; 
Tell me how they would feel to think that thiJ 
change is made without anything being said to the 
Trustees or the IIdbrarian! That would not be 
decent. As long as we are elected here, it is our 
duty to offer support, when it is necessary, to 
Heads of Departments whether they are English- 
men, West Indians Or Barbadians; but we mnst 
also criticise them where criticism is due. 

To carry on cultural activities for people 
that part Of the is a wOdhy object and am 
very pleased' '0 see that a Committee has been Set 
np in this connection; but it is the method of ap. 
proach which matters. I suppose that we will have 
to votm for this item, but it is correct for my col- 
leagues t~ ask questions. ' regret - much that 
the honourable Minister is not in a position to  an- 
swer what has been asked; there is no statutory 
authority which says, that this Assembly Hall must 
be rllll by a Board for the benefit of the people of 
St. Peter. l l y  collea.gue has asked; "Who is going 
to sign the vouchem for the expenditure of this 
money ? "  The IIinister of Social Se~vices cannot sign 
any vouchers in this cmnec4ion. 

Coming back to the Social Welfare Officer, l 
Say that she is relegating the Librarian to the pos- 
ition of a dirty boy. There is not one member of 
this Chamber who woud say that this $500 for run- ' this centre for activities for the ben- 
efit of people of St. Peter and the surrounding 
parishes, is too much money; and in this matter of 

the Librarian of this cGlony has more culture 
than the Social welfare Ogcer He has shown 
it every day of his life. It is an insult to make this 
change and put the matter in the hands of the 
Minister of Services; it is an insult to the 
~ i b ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~  to do that. Now that the hollourable Min- 
ister of social services has heard what has been said, 
i t  is his soleinn duty to postpone the of 
this Head and ask whether the statements have 
been made in this House are true. ~f the 
are true, then I say that you have been to 
power and you should demand an apology or let 
this Tvoman go. I will say more about later 
cn. 1 have been names all along and some- 
body has asked: "can you do anything to get Matt- 
ley out of the H ~ ~ ~ ~ ? , ,  

regards itern 6, "Eghtjng of Wharf,,, for 
two years 1 have been =king that a proper light 
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be installed a t  the back of the Public Market. When 
the honourable junior member for S%. Peter said 
that a boat was destroyed in  that vici$ty, this must 
Ba tb third boat which has been destroyed there, 
because of the abence of a proper light. People 
have to switch on their car lights so as  to assist the 
&hermen to bring i n  their boats: puttmg a proper 
llght there would hardly cost more than $10 or 
$15. 

Mr.  F. b. WALCOTT : I n  so far  as  this vote 
for this h e m b l y  Hall is concerned, I did not know 
of what the honourable senior member for the City 
has said. AS to the history of the matter, when the 
Sp+htstown Library was renovated before His 
a m o u r  the Speaker was a member of this House, 
it, was agreed that in the same accommo- 
dation would be made for the Librarian and the 
PostmistreS. In those 4*ys the Post-tress was 
also the Librarian, but when the Legislature voted 
funds to renovate the building we argeed to sep- 
arate the Library from Post Office. Honourabl? 
members will remember that I made a big row in here 
as  to the method which the Government took in ad- 
vertising for somebody with a certificate for the 
post of Gbrar ian  and somebody with a racial cer- 
tificate succeeded i n  getting the post. I made a m w  
in t.s chamber but the die had already been cast. 
It was 'agree4 that the part  of the building upstairs 
would be regarded an  Assembly Hall;  if you look 
back at the Ektimates for '1949-50 you will find 
that  the amount of $960 was voted in this connec- 
tion, and the note to the item says: "Provision in 
eluded for upkeep of Library and Cultural Centre.' 
this was not in respect of Labour Welfare Funds, 
This building was not in respect of Labour Welfare 
Funds; this building was like the Carnegie Hall 
having a room upstairs for carrying on concerts and 
so on. This Assembly Hall came under the adminis 
tration of the ~ i b ~ ~ ~ ~  and therefore the same ladg 
who was in charge of the Library was also in charge 
of the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ b l ~  ~ ~ 1 1 .  ~h~ cultural Association used 
this Hall; we have had some lectures given there, but 
it was regarded as a part of the The 
lady who was there was to get some Body like 
the Cultural Association to take over that part  of 
the building and get somethi'% done because she 
never initiated anything herself. 

I do not say that the ~ i b r a r i a n  should not con- 
tinue to administer this Assembly Hall and the 
Committee would Just be making use of i t ;  if the 
Government has made this change for the reason 
given by the honourable senior member for  the City, 
then that would be a deplorable state of affairs. 
If what >he honourable senior member for  the City 
and the senior member for St. George 
have said is correct, then it is deplorable to have an  
administrative change like this made at this time 
when we know that it is not the policy of the Gov- 
ernment to take things out of the hands of a D* 
~ a r t m e n t  and put them into the hands of a Corn- 
mittee; i t  is better t o  have things centrdbed and 
put into the hands of the Executive Committee. 1 

that he due t~ the 
Librarian if this was something with which he was 

it is taken out his hands and put  
into the hands of a Committee. The original idea 
was that this was to  be a cultural centre and 
i t  was to be maintained a l 0 ~  with the S~eigh*, 
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L know, this Cultural Centre was t o  be a p@ of,* 
administration of the Speightstown ~ranah  Libram 

Hon. Dr .  CUKMINS: This debate has beea 
going on for a long time and I do not want to 
anything which. will cause it to be more e h n d e d ;  
but there are one or two inaccuracies which have 
been made - I am not saying that they have 
been wilfully made--by the honourable junior memr 
ber for St. Peter and which I must correct. In 19,@ 
when comprehensive alterations were made to thw 
premises at Speightstown, those alterations wem 
made to improve the accommodation of the P& 
Office and the Library and provide a Cultural Centre 
and Community Hall for  Speightstown. Therefore it 
will be seen that the Assembly Hall was separate and 
distinct from the Post Offic- and the Librarg; it ha 

by accident that  the, Librarian was pu t  
administer the Assembly and Cultural Centre 
which was upstairs. Since the Librarian happened 
to be on the premises it was by accidelnt that  she 

put in charge this Assmbly Hall- A t  that 
time there was no clear-cut decision or  definition of 
the duties of the Social w e l f a e  Officer; the SOilial 
Wd.hre Officer was still 8x1 employee of the Colonial 

Welfare Organisation. 
His  Honour the Speaker has told us about 

d i f f id t ies  which he himself has experienced in trg- 
get the use of this 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEiY: His Honour did not say 
that. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I did say that and the hon- 
ourable member said i t  W= nonsense. I replied that 
tit might be but what I was saying was 
correct). 

The Government has established this Assembly 
for the particular Purpose that  ~ ~ l t ~ r a l  a c t i ~ i -  

ties should be carried on in the Leeward parishes. I 
can support what the honourable, member said that  
there would be further difficulties pu t  in  Lhe way of 
the Librarian because the Librarian said that he 
W a s  O P P Q ~ ~ ~  to the extension of the use of the Lib- 
rary to two nights because it is felt that the exten- 
sion of the aotivities carried on at the assembly 
vlould be disturbing to him. As 1 have said, there 
ccrtain conditions which compelled the Government 
t, take over the hall and the has dono 
S ,  in all good faith. One honourable member said that 
the trustees of the Public Library were treated with 
discourtesy. That is not true. The taking over of 
the Assembly Hall by the Governmat hsr notGng 
tc do with the trustees of the Public Library because 
i; is not part of the Library. I t  is separate and dis. 
tinct from the Library and never was intended for the 
use of the Public Library. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I am glad fdr  
the disclosure made by the honourable senior member 
for the city. I want to m&e i t  clear that had I not 
been a very suspicious man which caused me to cola- 
Mare these Estimates with that of the two years previ- 
ous, I would not have swn that the vote for  this 
Assembly Hall had disappea;red from under tha 
IIead, Public Library, completely. I therefore pro- 
ceeded to crheck the to see if i t  ac- 
counted for and found it re-appearing under mother 
~ , d  and with the new name of cornmani~ ~ ~ 1 1 .  
I do not like beating a romd  the bush. I have h a  , reliable information that the information which ha9 
been disclosed by the honourable senior member l for the City today and which to an extent has been 

town Branch u b r a r ~ ;  it was not intended that there confirmed by the information which had been avail- 
should be a separate administration divorced from 
the control of the Librarian. I can speak with auth- 

able to the honourable Minister of Social Servicev 
;y&erda;y is correct, therefore, it s e a s  to me as if 

ority on this matter because I was in it from the the honourable Minister of Social Services is beat- 
beginning; this Assembly Hall was opened with ing around the bush and not the honourable senior I flowery speeches recalling the days when ships traded member for the City. I have been convinced that 
between Bridgetown and Speightstown. As f a r  as I what has been sai$ by the honourable senior member 
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for the City is true. The honourable Minister of 
Social Services has not denied it, because he has 
introduced the name of the Social Welfare Officer. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I introduced the name of 
the Social Wdiare Officer only to show that she had 
nothing to do with it. 

Mr. BARROW I am going to accept everything 
that the honourable members have said. I think it 
is a disgraceful state of affairs. The honourable 
Lfinister of Social Services has said that the bottom 
noor is vested in the trustees of the Library and 
the top floor in the metamorphosis body which 1s pre- 
sided over by the honourable Speaker of this Chm- 
her. If that is so, how can there be any conflict of 
opinion between the two bodies? How can there be 
any conflict between the trustees of the Public Lib- 
rary and the Committee of the Leeward Cultural 
dmociatioll? These are the questions which I would 
like the honourable Minister t~ answer. V,%ose idea 
w a s  it that there should be a transfer of authority? 
It seems to me as  if the con&ct arose because the 
trustees of the Public Library wanted to use the 
bsembly ~ ~ 1 1  two nights in every week. Even if 
t b t  were so, it would ,leave five nights for the Cul- 
tural Association to carry on its activities. I have 
never heard that the Cultural Association ever used 
it four nights in a week yet. Sir, the more I look 
at this matter, the more I do not like it. I would be 
beating around the bush no longer. With the atti- 
twde displayed by the Social Welfare Officer, I think 
the quicker we get rid of her, the better i t  would be 
for everybody, the happier would be memibers of this 
House of Assembly and the less acrimonious would 
the debates be. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: My name has been men- 
tioned in connection with this matter and I think I 
mould be helpful if I give a 'brief historical back- 
ground of the situation as I know it. It has been 
said that the Librarian was put in charge of this 
Assembly Hall by accident, but even if i t  were an 
accident, it is a fact that he was in  charge of the 
administration of the Assmbly Hall prior to this 

Mr. i@mm came into the Committee and took 
his seat. 

Hon. M. E. COX: The honourable semior 
member for the City made reference to the absenee 
of a light behind the Public Market and aback of the 
Fishery Office and that the Government had refused 
to put one there. I want to tell the honourable 
member that thi s statement is beyond my recollec- (I 

tion. I cannot remember any recommenqation 
ever made by fishermen or anybody else for such 
convenience. I am sure the honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Peter will agree with me when I say 
that he held the portfolio of Public Works up to 
the end of 1952. Since then, I have been holding 
it and in my time no such request was made to- 
me and I doubt whether such a request was made 
to the honourable member else he would have seen 
that one was being installed. The honourable sen- 
ior member for the City having mentioned some- 
thing about it, I will treat i t  as an urgent matter 
and with a view of getting one installed there. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: That request was 
made to the Fisheries Department. It was made 

% 
years 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I well remember that 
the matter was raised during the time I held the  
portfolio and I took up the matter with the Fish- . 
erY Officer who stated that he would go into the 
matter as he regarded that as a departmental mat- 
ter. I think the honourable senior member fo r  
the City did raise the point during consideration 
of the last estimates and said he hoped he would 
see something voted for it in this year's estimates. 

Xr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I have two sini- 
ple questions to ask the Minister of Social Services 
relating to Item No. 42, Maintenance of the 
S'peightstown Community Hall for which a sum 
of $500 is to be voted. I would like to know who 
1s going to sign the vouchers for the spending of 
this money. I considw that as a very simple 

-# 
1 question to answer. The next question is: Is the 
I Government, particularly the Minister of Social 

year. I n  the Estimates for 1952-53, you will see that 
the sum of $600 was voted for the Speightstom 
Branoh Library and the note accompanying it 
stated as follows: "Provision for upkeep of Library 
and Assembly Room." This means that the Assea- 
biy Room was included in that vote and that it was 
under the charge of the Librarian. I think it was 
from 1948 that the administration of the Assemlbly 
~ .oom was put under the charge of the Librarian. I 
am not querying the point ablout a conunittee having 
been fomed to run i t ;  that is immaterial to me, bkd 
it is inaccurate to say that it was put in charge of 
the Librarian by accident. The honourable Minis- 
ter of Social Services has to face the fact that the 
Leeward Cultural Association was functioning for 
the last five years o.r thereabouts and if it were 
the intention of the Government to take the Assem- 
bly Room from under control of the Librarian and 
to administer it by a Committee it ~vonld not have 
waited lXlti1 no&. I am saying moM strongly 
that it have been put into the hands of a 
committee before. So far  as the Government is 
concerned, i t  did agree that the Librarian should 
be put in charge that and did 
put it into his charge. If anybody wanted to, use 
it, thg. had to apply to the ~ i b ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ .  ~h~~ is 
all I said; do not say that is inaccurate. I thought 
I was helpful but now, it seems as if I am being 
accused of being a liar. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS : If the honourable mem- 
ber cares to misconstrue what I said, that is a 
matter for him. I said that the inaccuracies were 
due to a lapse of memory; I did not say that they 
were deliberate. 

Services, definitely against the Library in Speights- 
t o m  being opened for two nights in a week to 
readers? I am insisting that the Minister of Social 
Services answer these questions. He said that 
there was going to be some conflict because the 
Head of the Library was extending the services of 
his department to the community. 

Mr. BARROW: I would like to say some- 
thing on Item No. 40, Parliamentary Association, 
That is a sort of club of nlenzbers of the House of 
Assembly and the Other Place. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I see no reference to that 
under this Head. 

Mr. BARROW : I am sorry, Mr. Chairman, I 
seem to have mixed up Heed XXVIII with Head 
XXIX. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman, I am still making 
to Item NO. 42. I said that $he ~ i ~ i ~ t ~ ~  

of Social Services remarked he that a c-,n- 
flict was going to arise owing to the prop.osed ex- 
tension of >the services of the Speightstown Library. 
I do ,,,,, an a m,.J er my question. Is the 

against the use of the Library in 
&peightsto- on t\vcr nights in a If the 
b ~ l s ~ e r  is 'No', how can the Minister of Social Ser- 
vices MY what he did a~ a rewon f~ the change in 
the control of the Assembly Hall. The other question 
Z ~slied was: Wko is going to sign the vouchers for 
the Vending of the money'! 

Hon. Dr. CUlbIMINS: Mr. Chairman, that 
matter will be decided. I do not lmow. I will not 
go as far as to say whose signatures would be ap- 
pended to those vouchers. 



Nr. LEWIS:  Mr, Chairman, the honourable' 
Nh i s t e r  of Social Services 1s unable to say who 1s 

going to sign those vouchers. He confesses that he 
does not know how this money is going to be paid 
out. I am moving the deletion of ltem No. 42 krom 
this Head. The for the item can be placed 
where it was before. 

Mr. E. D. I keg sec'nd that. 
The question that Item No. 42 be from; 

Head XXIX was Put a d  resolved the negative, 
the Committee dividing as follows :- 

Ayss: Mr. L*mf and E. D. 
M ~ Y  .-3. 

Noes: His the G. H. 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS, M* E. Cox> Hon. 

E. TfiMAj R.  G. *P, Mr. Mr. 
B ~ y * ~ s  Mr. Mum> and 
VAUGHAN.-11. 

The question that the sum of $P64,104 be voted 
under this Head was put  and resolved i n  the a f f i -  
ative without division. 

On motion of Hon. Dr. &mmins, seconded by 
M. E. the proweaE 

and asked for leave for the Commibtee to sit again. 
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 

accordingly. 
Ha. Dr. cmMINs: Mr. Speaker, I beg 

move that this House do now adjourn for three 
quarters of an  hour. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP seconded the motion which x a s  
agreed to and *. the House 
accordingly. 

On re-assembling, 

SELECT COMMITTEE AFPOIINTED 

Hm. Dr. C'CTUINS : Mr. Speaker, The re- 
port  of the Hospital Planning Committee was laid 
a few meetings ago and the Report will be circulated 
to  honourable mem'bers in  a day or two. I beg to 

that a 'Snlect oommittee 'be appointed to 
report on that. 

Hm. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
His Hon. T H E  SPEAKER: I have *he h o n ~ u r  

t o  appoint the following t~ that  @ommittee: the 
honour&Is Minisiter of S*@& ~Siervices (Dr. 
(CUMMINS), the honourable junior member for S't. 
Wchael (Mr. BRYAN), the honcrurable junior mem- 
ber for the City (Mr. LEWIS), the honourable senior 
member for  the City (Xr.  E. D. MOTTLEX), the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Philip (Mr. CRAW- 
FORD), the honourable junior member for St. John 
(Mr. VAU~HAN) the honourable junior member for 
St .  George (Mr. Mmm) and the honourable senior 
lnember for St. John (Mr. ALLDER) . 

RESUMPTION I N  COMTVZITTEEI 

His Hon. THE SPE'AKBR: On the adjourn- 
ment, the House was i n  C o m m i t t ~ .  

Mr. spEAKE~ left the Chaih and the HOlise wet 
into Clommilttee, Mr. EMITS being in the Chair. 

H E A D L X X X  INCOME TAX AND DEATH 
DUTIES 

Head rind the total amount t o  be voted 
under i t  were called. 

Hon. DT)T. ~ W ~ I N S :  I beg to move that 
sum of $221 5130 be voted under this Head. 

9' 4- 
X X X I T A B O U R  DEPARTMENT 

The Head and the total amount 60 be voted 
under it were called. 

- 
Hon. Dr. CXJMMINS: I beg to move that the 

sdni of 8136,769 be voted under this fiecad. 
Hon. M. E. CIOX: l beg; to second ;that. 
~ur .  F. L.. WALrCOI1l' : M.r. Ghairman, Under 

this Heact, I would like to clraw your attentloll 
l tem No. 22, Unemployment Survey, but betore yro- 
ceeding to deal with that item, l thlnk l owq it as a 
public, duty to make a comment on 'this Head d 

whole with respect particularly to the present struc- 
ture and state of dalrs of the Depastment. & 
should be the W, the work whch the Labour ue-  
partment carries out should be regarded, from the 
point of view of a Labour Government as a very lm- 
portan% service to the community. It must there- 
fore be a of -et to  h d  that  the Labour 
Department is at present depl&d of somq of ita 
most senior staff, and it is more to  h regretted whm 
i t  is depleted of those officers who have been sent 

for traiaing in labour tee,hsiques. ~f I may 
Pamtion the offioers who went out for tr.ning 
whom i t  has been depleted of, they are Mr. Niles, Mr. 
Springer, Mr. Ode, %, Q-s, %. Parris. The 
gtuation today is that Mr. Niles left the Service, Mr. ' ' 
odle has been appointed bbour ~ o ~ s s i O n m  of 
Antigua, a. S'pr.wm been wended to a ~ i *  
istry and M r .  Parris has been seconded to the expert 
dealing with organisation and methods, and Mr. 

has been swmded in the united states as a 
Liaison Officer. This means that three substantive 

Oficers are out of the departmmt. I draw 
this to the attention of this Committee because I 
want honourable members to realig that Acts have 
been passed dealing with the lablour legislation and 
if you do not have the quality personnel t o  see that 
these bits of legislation are not observed i n  the 
breach, i t  would mean that the whole question of 
your passing labour legislation has become a farce. 

1 mentioned ea r l i a  that  the honourable Premier 
is a member of I.L.O. and as a member of that  
co8mmittee of experts which establishes the con- 
ventions and recornendations of that body, the 
honourable member knows that  at one of the confer- 
enses of that body which wm held in  1950, stress was 
made on the importanfie of labour officers being ap- 
pointed t , ~  see that  labour legislation is observed. I 
will read the relevant portions of th8e conventions 
which were made to show the importance which that 

of experts attached to this matter. MY 
first quotation is m follows :- 

"The Committee is pleztsled to h o w  that  a 
number of States have been able t o  ratify the 
Labour Inspection Convention r947 (No. 81), 
and that the Convention will surely come into 
force. The Committee hopes that  the informa- 
tion which Governments will be under obligation 
to supply in  accordance with the terms of that  
convention will be of material assistance i n  judg- 
ing as b the inadequacy of practical application 
to ratify conventions. " 
I quote this to show the importance which that 

body attached to getting all information it can on 
labour inspections and labour conventions. There are 
a series of Articles on the Labour Inspection Con- 
ventions of 1947. Article 2 is as fo~ows:- 

"A system of labour inspection i n  industrial 
~ o r k ~ l a w s  shall apply to dl workplaces i n  re- 
spect of which local provisions relating to con- 
ditions of work and the protection of workers 
while engaged in  their work are enforceable by 
labour inspectors. " 
As I have said, there is no question of having 

policemen to see that 10,bour legislation is carried out; 
i t  is regarded as something for  labour inspectors to 
do. I t  is one of the things which labour experts 
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from aW over the world have agreed to. I will read 
Article 3. It says :- 

"The conventions of the system of labour 
inspection shall be- 

(a) to secure the enforcement of the legal 
provisions relating to conditions of work, such as 
provisions relating to hours, wage@, safety, health 
and welfare, the employment of children and 
young persons, and other connected matters in  
so f a r  as such provisions are enforceable by 
labour inspectors ; 

"In a number of reports submitted for the 
year under review, no mention is made of the 
machinery utilised for  the d o r w m e n t  of l a b  
legislation in non-metropolitan countries, while 
i t  i& clear from reports that no specialised local 7 
labour inspection or supervision service exists 
and that enforcement is entrusted to other 
public authorities such as the police." 

"The Committee is sure that  all Govern- 
@ 

ments are fully aware of the positive value of 
adequate specialised labour supervision services. 

(b) to supply technical information and I Nevertheless, even while recognising that in  some 
advice to employers and workers concerning the of the non-metropolitan territories a small n m -  
most effective means of complying with the legal 
provisions; and 

(c) to bring to the notice of the competent 
authority defects or abuses not specifically cov- 
ered by local provisions. Any further duties 
which may be entrusted to labour inspectors 
shall not be' such as to interfere with the effec- 
tive discharge of their primary duties or to Pre- 
judice in  any way the authority and impartiality 
which are necessary to inspectors in their rela- 
tions with employers and workers." 
Sir, the police is not capable of doing these things 

and if you rob the Labour Department of all of its 
technical officers, there would be no one to see that 
these conventions are aarried out. When I a y  that, 
f am not saying i t  with any intention of imputing 
anything unworthy to the present officers who are 
acting for the substantive holders. While i t  may be 
said that i t  is not accountable for the removal or the 

ber of wage earners may not require the estab- 
lishment of complicated machinery for  labour 
inspection, the Committee believes that i t  would 
be most desirable for Governments responsible 
for non-metropolitan territories to give further 
serious consideration to the introduction in  all 
such territories of labour inspectorates along the 
lines laid down in the Labour Inspectorates (non- 
Metropolitan Territories) Convhention, 1947. It % 
is noted with great interest the fact that the 
United Kingdom Government has just ratified 
this convention. ' ' 
I am not saying that this is something of which 

the Labour Department is not aware, but it may ba 
something of which the honourable Minister of 
Labonr is not aware owing to the fact that his former 
vocation was connected with a different matter. 1 
repeat, in an island like Barbados, where you have 
passed many Acts of labour legislation,-if 1 may 

secondment to another department of an  officer of a : draw as an instance, 'The Shops Closing A ~ t ' - ~ o u  
pr t icu lar  department, yet I would say that ministers ' 
should regard any such thing as a serious incursion 
on their domains and in  this instance the Minister 
of Trad,e, Industry and Labour should regard the 
removal of these officers from the Labour Depart- 
merit as a serious matter. I t  is true to say that these 
removals and secondments are not all made sin&? the 
honourable minister has taken up his duties; they 
have been removed before, but i t  is evident that by 
the removal of these technical officers, the necessary 
inspections will not be carried out. 

I draw this to the attention of the House because 
the honourable Premier is a member of the I.L.O. 
committee and not oniy ill the sense of a member to 
attend warticular conferences, but he is a member of 
the Advisory Committee and as such, i t  is his duty 
to make recommendations and to give advice to that 
body. As a matter of fact, the honourable Premier 
is the first person from a non-metropolitan country 

, ' b b e  appointed to such an  important body of experts. 
I f a m  not binding the honourable Minister of Trade 
industry and Labour to reply to this question which 
I have raised. I feel it is my duty to draw it to the 
attention of this Committee. If  the honourable Min- 

lllust have labour officers to carry out inspections to 
see that the Act is observed. With reference to the 
Act which I have just drawn to the attention of ho11- 
ourable members, I would say Mr. Chairman that 
day after day this Act is broken because of the fact 
that You do not have enough staff a t  the Labour De- 
rlartnlellt to pat one person on a particular job and -4 
allox\- hill1 to concentrate on it entirely. It is corn- 
man knowledge that both employers and employees 
are breaking "The Shop Act" because the employers 
are paying their employees less than what is stipu- 
lated by the Labour Board and the employees are. 
saying that they are getting more than they receive 
through fear of losing their work. You only know 
the true state of affairs when the employee! loses his 
job. w e  have many cases like that being reported to 
the Trade Union. 

1 m70uld also like to draw to the attention of the 
Minister of Labour that Mr. Margetts who was sec- 
onded here to do factory jnsppction is leaving the 
colony in April. Mr. Margetts not only came and 
carried out factory inspection but  told of certain 
legislation which should be impImented. He was a 
Factory Inspector in the Unikd Kingdom and he 

ister cannot make any comment on the situation, it is passed on to us the benefit of his knowledge. When 
all well and good. - Mr. Margetts leaves the island, factories will &ill 

There is another matter in the report that has have to be inspected. I do not subscribe to the view 

mittee. The quotation is: as follows:- 

i been made by the same committee of experts which that we should not have any more factory inspector. 
I feel I should draw to the attention of this Com- Even if we do not call the particular officer by name . 

0 ffact0l.y inspector, the Labour Department should 
"The Committee has in  the past laid em- have at  its disposal somle one who could do the work, 

phasis on the vdue  of adequate national labour may be, in conjunction with other dutiea. As time 
inspection services as a means both of ensuring goes on you will find need for someone to see that the 
satisfactory standards of enforcements of leg- provisions of the Holidays With Pay Act which deals 
islation giving effect to international labour con- with people like domestia serva4nts are observed. At 
ventions and to securing the material on the prac- present, you get a large number of domestic servants 
tical application of Conventions necessary for calling a t  the Labour Department after they have 
benabling Governments to provide the fullest pos- I been dismissed to find out something of whethelr a 
sible information i n  that regard. It considers holiday with pay was due to them and if they should 
that the views which it has expressed on this 
subject in regard to State Members apply with 
a t  least equal force to conditions i n  non-metro- 

be paid for  it. I just touch on these points, Mr. 
Chairman, to show that you do need some technical 
person a t  the Labour Department to deal with thwe 

politan tierritories. " i complexities of labour. I am not sa@ng that a 
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Labour Officer should not be seconded to another 
Government Department or should not get promotion 
because he was trained i n  labour methods, but I wn 
saying that you should not leave the Labour Depart- 
Illent bereft of all of its technical officers a t  the same 
time- I t  noticeable that all of the Labour Depart- 
ment's technical officers are Out of that  department 

three of whom have been trained since 
1949- as a Secretary of a Trade Union 

not as a member of this I know i t  is 
better for a Trade XJnion when making negotiations 
on behalf of workers when more experienced officers 
Ere available in the Labour Department. I t  is easier 
for disputes to be settled when the parties are deal- 
ing with experienced officers of the Labour Depart- 
merit. When You have inexperienced Labour Officers 
in your Labour Department you are heading for 
serious trouble in your industrial relations. A t  pre- , 
sent, that department has only two experienced offi- 
cers - the Labour Commissioner and the Assistant 
Labour Commissioner- As I have said, I am ~t 
making any reflection on the officers who are acting; 4 

undertake that survey for Barbados alone; i t  
would have to undertake that survey for the 
West lndian qrea as a \trhole. At  the =me 
time, I am not decrying the University Col- 
lege of the West Indies in  undertaking t h k  job, 
but I do say, and I do know, that the I.L,O is in 
c better position to pmvide talent in that respect 
than the University Colleyc: of the West Indies in 
Jamaica. The I .h. 0. has series and series of un- 
employment documents not only of the West Indies 
hut from all parts of the world. you will be 
to get from that organization people who would be 
able to give the expert advice with a reservoir of 
experienw to draw on. I do not knorv if i t  is too 
late for the Government today to apply to 1.b.0. 
for help in this respmt. The honourable premier 
is a member of that body which holds conferemm 
around this time and, probably, he may be attend- 
ing the conference this year a t  f&neva. If the hen- 
ourable member go, I think i t  will be a good ides 
ii. he finds out if this technical officer is still avail- 
able to this Government, or should I say to the 

as a matter of I think they are trying their United Kingdom Government which is responsible for 
and making an e~Cellent job of it. I must repeat I a non-metropolitan territory such as Barbados. 
that three trained officers of that department should 
rpot be take11 away from i t  almost simultaneously. With regard to this question of unemployment 

would just like to digress here to my th t  "my, i t  seems to me that this Department would, do 
in the Labour Officer who has 
seconded to work in the Labour Office, Washington, 
is doing an  excellent job. I never subscribed to the 
view of old time that you did not need in 
the United Sltates to tell y m  about the labour situa- 
tion there. 1 always felt that i t  would be better if 
you had someone there who could see about emig_ra- 
tion, who would be capable of extending contracts, 
who would be capable of understanding the labour 
&itmation and who could act with foreign governments 
and such things as you would expect to be dono 
by a Labour Officer. I do think that this officer is 
doing admirable work although i t  may be said that 
it is work which, he is paid to do. 

The specific point which I rose to deal with is 
with regard to Item, NO. 22, Unemployment Survey. 
The note to it is stated as follows: 

"Negotiations with the Institute of Social and 
Economic Research a t  the University College of the 

Indies have begun, but i t  is not possible tb 
estimate accnxrately the amount which the Govern- 
rnent would have to contribute to the cost of an  
unemployment survey. " 

What has surprised me about this matter more 
than anything else is that I know tlzatl the 1.L.O 
has always stated its willingness t o  give of its tech- 
nical assistance in this respect to t;he colonies and 
especially ill non-metropolitan territories and as it 
appeaw to me, Government has not tried to engage 
such help. What is also worrying me is that in thesz 

S technical matters the I.L.O. has a t  its disposal a 
reser=.oir of talent which the University College of 
the West Indies would not have owing to its short 
life. The I.lL,.O. is one of the agencies which is 
is still alive out of the old League of Nations 
of 1919. ~t is the one organisation that has sur- 
vived out of that lvorld organisation and which has 
been taken on by United Nations, therefore, when 
you are dealing with an  organisation that has some- 
thing like thirty-five years of life, it must possess 
more experienced personnel to carry out technical 
work than a body which has only been functioning 
for a few years. Sometime ago, a Mr. Cedric Mat- 
thews who is at  Geneva came out to the West Indies 
and gave an appeisa l  of aertain conditions of 
labour in the West Indies and I think the difficulty 
which faces us wi'th getting an unemployment sur- 
vey by I.L.O. is that that organisation cannot 

well a t  this time if i t  look back to see what was done in 
that respect about five or sir years ago by a 
committee which was headed by Si r  John Slaint in 
order to see whether it would not be more necewcy 
for a similar committee to be formed to  deal with cer- 

, tain aspects of it- At the present, this colony is passing 
through a period which cannot be regarded as a 
settled period and I think it would be a good thing for the CI~vernment to deal with this matter by the 
s"ting up of a committee investigations and 
from the point of view of *@king out way6 and 
means getting employment for  the people. It i.9 
"l1 very 'pend the $5,000 whioh is be 
voted for this unemployment survey in  that respect. 
There is no doubt about it, when the document is 

it would give you good infolmation; bufr 
so far  as Barbados is concerned, we know that them 
is unemployment- We may not know to what extent 
it has increased, nor to what extent it may have 
increased in the different phases of work. I would 
prefer to see a more positive approach taken with 
regard to remedying the unem~loyraent situation. 
While I am not saying that this unemploymmt 
survey ifi unnecessary, 1 would a y  t h t  it is not M 
frontal approach as if YOU bad attmked m- 
employment from the pdint of view of finding: m 
2nd means of getting employment for the people. 

Mr. VAUGHAN : Sir  I have been highly grat- 
ified by the eloquence of the last speaker on the 
question of labour conditions in  the colony and h;ia 
acquaintance with the way in  which international 
organisations can be of assistance to us in that fie- 

Every organisation has its own pecukiar 
jargon and the honourable junior member for  St. 
Peter used every cliche of the international organ- 
isation in its reference to our specific labour prob- 
lems and in  a very enlightening manner. You could 
have observed that the hon. member has given a 
lot of study to the matter. Apparently, the how 
ourable member was ignorant of the I .L.O. when 
he was a member of the Executive because I never 
heard him speaking in that vein. I do know what 
he said just now is quite correct because I used to 
read those documents which the honourable member 
quoted from of I . L .  0. institutions as f a r  back as1 
twenty-five years ago and I hope that  the Labour 
members of this House will get hold of some of those 
documents and read them. It is a peculiar soutco 
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With respect to the unemployment survey which feel that they are appreciated as an  integral part. 
i t  has been proposed to carry out by the University or the Labour Department of this colony. 
C,ollege of the West Indies, I am in  a measure of i@r. 1'ILlrER: I must admit that i t  is disap- 
agreement with the honaurable junior member for pointing to find that in  spite of the trouble with 
S t .  Peter. I think we get the worst people to deal ~ e g a r a  LO the mealy bug pest, the Ulovemment did 
with surveys. I am not cmdemning the University not see fit to get the cme  weighing Inspectors to 
College but owing to its infancy, i t  could not help In t h s  matter.You ail1 find that although some 
have that background of knowledge in such matkm the peasants are aware 01 the presence of the 
as the London School of Economics. Sometime ago, rr~ealy bug, it is a question od putting money inh 
a survey was carried out in  Jamaica with regard the crop. Since ma are spending money to carry 
to m incidence in income tax collections and that out this test, I am hoping tnat the JIinister of A p -  
colony got a first-class man to do it from the London culture will see fit to employ these Inspectors atter 
School of Economics. We, generally, seem to get thc crop season. 
some person in the background to  do such things On the question of factory inspection, I have 
but i hope on thiq occasion, we would get some asked the Premier to consider the question of having 
proper person to do the job. I hope now that Gov- sormeibody in~~trucled as to how to protect workers 
ernment has made up its mind to get this unemploy- Trom machinery. I am of the opinion that i t  would 
ment survey that i t  would serve some useful pur- be of some assistance if the Factory Inspector had 
pose although I too think that a frontal approach the opportunity of demonstrating the various phases 
should be taken to unemployment by surveying of this work to some officer. 1 should like, to mentioq 
every possible channel with a view to keeping the that no Regulatioi?s have reached this House since 
.economic wheels turning for everybody. I t  is ai fact this Inspectsor has been here. I hope that the Minister 
that we are getting more and more unemplWment. responsible for this Department will have something 
1 too would like to get a statement on the prM,pects to say as to whether they mill abolish this post of 
this year for emigration of Barbadian workers to Factor;y Inspector or not. 
the United States. I do know that the factor con- Mr. E. D. IdOTTIrEY: I want to add my 
nected with this is the attitude of the Mexicans quota to the enquiry relativa to  item 19, "Emigra- 
towards West Indian workers coming into the United tion," in respect 04 which the sum of $100,000 h a  
States to work in  CaliforIIia. However, 1 would like keen put down. 1 have always said that there is 
to know whether there is still hope of our sending no Party question when me come to deal with emi- 
about 500 of our people there. gration; everybody who has the interest of Barbados 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, I juot t ~ t  heart will be interested in seeing if we can get 
want to refer to Item, No. 18, Cane Weighing In. more people out of the island to be engaged in work 
spection in respect of which $9,168 is to be voted outside. We have not yet heard about emigration 
to meet expenses for part of the reaping season* to aalifornia and we are anxious to hear about it; 
1954 and 1955. This is a question which one can- we have only been looking to the United States of 
not help referring to every year ~ a r t i c u l a r l ~  when America for help. I read with much amazement an 
one remembers the reputation of a sugar facrtory in interview quite recently with the Premier and a 
St. Lucy. I t  is a general feeling that the present Canadian and I was somewhat shocked that the 

Premier did not mention the position of Barbados 
and how he felt as to what C'anadians have against 
us. I cannot imagine any expression either individ- 
ually or collectively of a love for any set of people, 
xhether they are Canadians or otherwise, who would 
say o r  imply that you cannot have any tolerance 
for our people. I still believe that the Prcmier 
could use his influence: in this respect. Whilq it is 
true that there is no authority by the Colonial Office 
cver the Dominion of Canada, yet it is rather pathetie 
to find, in reading dkbates, that there is a Parliament- 
ary association of dozens of people who annus?lly go 
through the various countries in Europq and who 
yesterday were destroying Canadians by their threats. 
We even see in Barbados that young white boys who 
occupy jo'bs a t  sala,ries of $70 to $80 a month are not 
encouraged to leave them so as to make room for 
some of the unemployed people here, because Canada 
would readily open her hands to all of these white 
boys. I think that every self-respecting citizen of 
Barbados would be failing in his duty if, whenever 
he came in contact with a Canadian, he fooled him 
that he has that, high regard for Canadians who can 
show intolerance for people because of limited pig- 
mentation. 

Whatever one may think of the American nation, 
we, of the West Indies, have ncithing but great appre- 
ciation land praise for the people of that nation 
because they have shown tolerance for the progress 
of the Negro in this part of the 1-~orld. Whenever we 
are dealing with emigration we hear about Brazil or 
British Honduras; but our people are ;vjlli~lg to work 
and they can live in some parts of Canada. The 
people who have come to have political power in the 
West Indies should let it be known that they regard 

head of the Labour Departmeut is very lukewarm in 
his attitude towardq cane weighing inspection anrl 

j 

feels that the practice should be discontinued where 
.an inspector would visit a factory to  be followed 
up by another unexpected visit by another inspector. 
It is known that were i t  not for these checks on scale 
beams, many of them would not be kept in a con- 
a t i o n  to weigh accurately. I am putting this mat- 
ter to the honourable Minister of Labour so that he 
should seek the Labour Commissioner to let him 
understand that this vote is a vital thing to peasants 

.and that the cane weighing inspeutors should be 
encouraged and every facility put in their way in 
order that they may be able to discover any in 
cident in the manipulation of scale beams such as 
what has oecurred in  the past with respect to  a 
few of them. Not only should every facility be 
gr&d to the cane weighing inspectors, but they 
qhuld not be anv grouse over p-iving them travel- 
ling allowance. Perhaps, the Labour Commissioner 
does not realise what is the traditional outlook of 
the Barbados factory owner or he may .not b v e  
been made &lly aware of what cane weighing in- 
spection means to the peatantS. 

So far  as I am mncerned, I will a t  any time 
vote for an  increase in this vote if it means that 
we will have more &its to factories by these in- 
spectors to find out what is happening. We must 
bear in mind that not only the peasants who supply 
canes to these factories benefit by these inspections 
but workers in those factories are generally paid on 
the total weight registered by the cane weigher. 
If so much depends on cane weighers, we should 
give our fullest support to the cane weighing in- 

.spectors. We should do everything to make them 
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it  as very unchristian that other people ~vould rather ~dke West Indians in Canada. V e  haye to agitate with 
admit in their couiltry those who would destroy the Uliited Kingdom Government to spend suustan- 
theln yestuday and the only reason for uo2 capital to aevelop Brltish kiulana and Bntlsh 
tdmitting West Indians is because of their donduras which could take all our surplus pop~la- 
colour. We should never cease talking about that if '1011. Some years ago a C ~ m s s i o n  was sent out to V 
It means advert~sing it for the Communists to use dritisn kimana and there was the ldea or settllng 
it if they can 40 so; even it i t  means our being tens of thousands of Assyrians tnere; why can't the 
alongside of Jagan we should say th& we callnoc same thing be done 1or tens 01 thousands of West 
stand any place like Canada putting barriers against Indians? 1 heard something about the British tax- 
people because of their colour. I say that that, is payers doing so much for the West Indies, but it is 
-,he gretatest breeding-ground for Communism. Let their 'bounden duty t,a do something for the West 
us face fads ;  the United States of America has to Indies; the correct solution to this problem of set- 
tolerate 15% million Negroes and we have over 3 tlement is not to apply to Canada, but to the United 
million in the West Indies. Some of us do not like Kingdom. We have to get Brltlsh Guiana and British 
'to hear facts but you must hear facts; I say that IIondura developed: substantial capital needs to be 
Fie have got to find work for Barbadians wherever spent in those countries. This amount of $1<JtJ,000 1s 
we know that Barbadians will prosper. granted every year with the hope of getting an emigra- 

We are lacking in our duty if we come into tion scheme to the United States ok America; every 
poiwer and do not say these things; I believe i t  is year we should be able to emigrate about 1001 fam- 
the solemn duty of the Premier who has risen to POW- ilies to British Honduras and this $100,00U could 
er on account of the vote of the common man in thii house 100 families there. I am now referring to 
country, even if he is accused of being a Communisl. permanent emigration; every Budget should contain 
to open his mouth and say that the greatest thing to a ~ubstantia~l sum for the settlement of 1.00 families *. 
make one take sides with Comniunists is the faet that in the Caribbean area. 
a country which yesterday ~vould have destroyed cer- I havc read a whole volume about the possibility 
tain people, is to-day saying to the world: "We will of development in British Honduras; I feel that we 
tbke them in-Czechs, Slovalrs and Germans-but we ~hould look in that direction siner it is absolutely 
do not want any Negroes." I speak feelingly on this useless to appeal to Caanda. The former hon. junior 
matter; I have had to fill in documeiits for people member for S. Philip (Mr. Garner) had a, wise 
and there you see the important question-colour. policy in respect of sending people to Africa; the 
If you are white by your picture within two weeks people in Oanada have more colour prejudice than 
you can go to Canada and earn $90.W a week, but those of the United States of America which are an 
not if you look like the Premier or myself. The intarnationd society. As I see the position, this 
greatest service you can render the people of the fi 
West Indies is to stand up like a full-blooded Negro 
and let i t  be known to the four corners of the world 
that i t  is unchristian for any nation to carry on that 
state of affairs. 

We, in the West Indlies, should present a united 
front in this matter; f know that deep down in the 
Premier's heart he is at olne with me in this matter. 
We can get aur friends in England or the United 
States of America to offer their support and use their 
influence in this state of afEairs. I wlas at pains to 
read that interview between the Premier of this 
countv and the Canadian and I was gracious 
enough to say that it must have slipped the Premier 
that he did not mention this matter. If I had an 
interview with Ralph Bunche it could not have slippe? 
me to mention that matter; the one thing I want you 
to know is that I do not agree with a country barring 
people because of colour. I still believe that the 
Premier's influence can po further in the West Indies 
than any other political leader. 

I n  this matter oif emigration we cannot only 
think of putting our claims to the United States of 
America; they are now beginning to have the unern- 
rloyment problem, 'but there is no such thing in 
Canada. In  1948 the Premier appealed a t  the Ulaited 
Nations Assembly among 15 million coloured people 
and the one thing he should do on the next occasion 
when he has to attend that Organisation is to speak 
out, whgther i t  is favourable to the Colonial Office 
or not, in favour of the millions of people who really 
caused the Colonial Office to select him as an Alter- 
nate Delegate to that Conference. Let him do some- 
thing to give the hungry people in the West Indies 
an opportunity of going to Canada and earning their 
bread. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: My comment under this I3ead 
is in respect of emigration. I am making no apology i,? 
the Premier for his unguarded interview with the Can 
adian publicist, but he would have performed a m i r ~  
cle if he could influence the Canadian Government to 

problem of emigration is olne to be dealt with by the 
TTnited Kingdom; when the Premier has conversa- 
tions with Colonial Office offiaials he should empha- 
,i,, the responsibility of the united Kingdom in les- 
sening the surplus population of Barbados. The 
po,pulation is now 1,200 to the square mile and we 
a, increasing on that figure; we have no right, with 4 
210,000 people with our mmgre resources. The mat- 
ter has t~ be brought forcibly to the notice 
,f the United Kingdom Government; we made 
sn appeal to Nigeria the other day and they 

technical personnel. We cannot have 
hundreds of technical men; the solution to our 
problem is new settlement in a new country. 
I would not appeal to Canada because I know the 
uselemnm of it ; we must ask the white population 
to emigrate tcv Canada and leave room for the col- 
oured people. 

Mr. ALLDER: This question of over-popula- 
tion and unemployment is a very serious one and it 
is not enough to have a sum of money tucked away 
in the Estimates every year indicat~ng that it is 
for the use of emigration. The only purpose which 
is served thereby is that it causes the people of this ) 
colony to feel that the Government is still making 
provision for emigration. I feel that this provision 
should be more tangible than the allocation of a sum 
of money whieh you kno'w you will not spend; we 
have to take this situation more seriously and there 
sliould be no limit ta  our activities in bringing pres- 
sure to bear on those who are responsible for our 
affairs in this co1,ony. I do not agree ~ 1 t h  some of 
the remarks of the honourable junior member for 
St. John; this matter is nothing in connection with 
which one should try to be on the appeasement side. 
Canada is a close relative to the British Xmpire and 
where loyalty to the Crown is concerned we are just 
the same as the people of Canada ; their problems 
have had to be ours, and while what we are asking 
might be great in respect of our economic future, 
i t  is negligible in respect of countries of the British 
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Commonwealth of Nations like Canada and Australia. 
It is a waste of time to expect England to take many 
colonials because we have been reading of the unem- 
ployment which is there and we have been reading of 
the thousands of families who have been leaving that 
country and going to Africa, Australia, New Zealand 
~ r , d  elsewhere; therefore to keep our eyes focussed on 
England as our haven in the future is a waste of 
time. However, we do know that the British Govern- 
ment has an international influence not only with the 
ether relative powers of the Commonwealth, but also 
with foreign countries, and I am. sure that if all West 
Indian colonies came together around a conference 
table and reached a deeision to continue applications 
to the British Government, the American Govern- 
ment, the Canadian Government and the United 
Nations-if that is done consistently and sincerely- 
it must have some result. 

You cannolt cause other places to feel that nothing 
can be done to help us. We know that thousands 0'; 
families arec leaving highly industrialised countries 
-where the standard of living is more secure than it 
is in the West Indies, and yet they are assisted in 
partly every respect. We, as colonials, are expected 
to do our 'bit in time of difficulties and yet the solu- 
tion of our problem is beyond our ability: we have 
to look outside of ourselves for the necessary assist- 
ante. To whom must we look for this assistance 
but the British Government, knowing that i t  has 
tile necessary international influence to help us? 
There shoculd not be any limit to our agitation in 
this matter even if -p,Te are looked upon as Commun- 
ists or anything worse than that. It is the deter- 
mination pf the leaders in the colonies that has caused 
a recognition of their position and which eventually 
brought about the expenditure of large sums 
money for the improvement of the social and econ- 
omic condition of the people who inhabit these Col- 
~ n i m .  We should not appear to we are 
not; We are suffering and we not be ashamed 
to say that. If a suffering man is not giv* the 
feeling that You are to him' he 
a dangerous man. I agree with some people who 
have said that in a small colony like Barbados our 
~roblems are known by the British Government and 
Yet no attempt been mane to assist us; 
some Years ago thousands Assyrians were pmm- 
ised  erm mission to enter a British c*lony next 
to Barbados and seek their livelihood. We must 
realise that enemies of the British Empire be 
brought down from the Far East to the West In- 
dies at the expense of the British taxpayer ; let them 
not forget that we are conscions of the fact that 
the Liverpool trade Was built UP on the seed 
i. in the plantation system which has been carried on 
in the last 300 years. We must ex~ec4 to get some- 
thing back from what we have contributed when 
We were slaves; the of the Premier is 
recognised in  the British Empire and therefore let 
him tell the Colonial Office that We p*rc not satisfied 
with the present situation when We lmow that they 
can help us. and if they not we 
continue to be law-abiding citizens as we have been 
in the past. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Stick to this item. 
Mr. AbIiDER: The people in this colony with 

a light complexion can live in Canada but no 
coloured man can get a visa to go there regardless 
of his ability and honesty. I should like to say that 
the solution of the problem of over-population should 
not be kept back until some future day; that is to 
be tackled now. You have Europeans going to 
Africa and waxing warm to exploit the wealth of 
that country; our seed is in Africa and if Europeans 

can go there with the assistance of the British Gov- 
ernment, why can't they say that the doors of this 
Continent should be open tor the ralief of the over- 
~opulatioli of this island? Unless something is done, 
no attention will ba paid to our suffering; The re- 
sponsibility is ours tot do sometking in this matter, 
but are we doing what should be done? - No, we 
wmt  to maintain our good name while the problem 
continues to reach the stage when i t  becomes in- 
solvable. If people were to use their energy In 

the Commonwealth Powers, to realise that 
human beings are the same regardless of colour, 1 
am sure that some consideratton would be glven to 
them. It seems to be felt that Negroes were born 
to suffer; if this were a cclony of white people, you 
would have helping hands coming from all par$ of 
the world so as to relieve the situation. If nobody 
is thinking about coming to our aid then let us use 
the means which we b v e  at our dis~osal-~assive 
resistance, non-co-oPe~ation, agitation-beau@ we 
have seen and known that countries whose plight 

bad as Ours have been assisted wbn 
they Witate- 

Another thing with which I disagree the 
provi&~n $5,000 for the pmpme of carrying out 
a SUmeY of unemployment; any Government which 
wants somebody to it that ummployment ia 
rampantly in existence in this colony does not have 
any brains. What is the sense of paying somebodr 
$5,000 to You that there is unem~lo~ment in 
this colony? Would it not be better if that mone-v 
were spent in employing some of the people who 
Ere walking along bhe streets and who are in need 
of employment? If you employ people to remove the 
hand fronl the beach that would be more beneficial 
to the colony than the expencdjture of this $5,000 
in this dire&ion. ~h~~ are who have be- 

for long that they do not worry 
to Ioek for jobs because they claim it is a waste of 
time to do so; they congregate in the Gardens and 
carry on discussions because they have nothing to 
do. 1 am not convinced that the Government is 
capable of suecesrfully handling the situation lirhere 
unemploynlent is concerned. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: The honourable junior 
member for St .  Peter h a  raieed the question about 
staffing. That is a matter which cannot be lightly 
passed over and previously there were some mbicles 
appearing in the hess -lling attention to the fad 
that the stag at the wour ~~~~~t~~~~ was being 
depleted. 1 can assure the honourable member that 
I have taken up the matter in Executive Committee 
and it is being looked i n b .  ~t the same time I 
must say that it was not easy to avoid the Second- 
ments which took place. Ronourable members will 
know that ordinarily ~ i ~ i ~ t ~ ~ ~  have nothing to do 
with this matter of stflingi it is the public service 
Commission which deal8 ~ t h  that. I agree with 
honourable memher that if the general administra- 
tion and good worlsng of a D~~~~~~~~ is to be 
vitally the ~ i ~ i ~ w ~  in charge of that 
pa*ment must enquire into ,it and see that 
position does not reach a dangerous level. I can 

the honourable member that I have raised 
this question and I have also raised the question, in 
connection with the Factories Act. A new Bill is 
being prepared so that the Committee can rest 
asured that the staffing requirements of this De 
partment will not be seriously affected by any tern- 
porary arrangements which have been made and 
which have been forced upon us as a result of Min 
isterial Status being brought into operation. 

The honourable junior member for St. Georga 
has referred to the fact that the Factory Inspector 
has been in this island for two years and he also 



enquired about the Regulations; I can assure the 
honourable member that these R e g u l a t i o ~  will soon 

Mr. F. L. WBLCOTT: I thank the honour- 
able ivllnister for his replies. In connection with 

be placed before the House and if it had not been the pomt I made about the unemployment survey, 
a question of one or two minor points which we axe l that is what I know the Premier is aware of. W& Y 
going into, the Regulatioils would have been placed f might be sentimental about the U n i v e r ~ i t ~  College; 
before the House already. however, the Internatioaal Labour Organisation i;? 

Some honourable members have referred to the in a better position to give informaixon W to an I fact that the provisions of certain Acts cannot be unemploymenr, survey. "Labour l'roblems in thc 
enforced because of the shortage of staft. The hon- 
ourable junior member for S t .  Peter referred to 
the f w t  that the Shopa Act is being broken and 

West Indies" is a document of the 1.L. 0. I main- 
tain that this $5,000 does not represent the kimit 
of our expenditure; I do not see why we should 

the honourable junior member ior  S t .  Lucy referred , not make muoh of the I. b. 0. which sends out to 
t~ the Holidays With Pay Act in the same America, Africa and all over the world, and when 
connection. I have had complaints with regard l i t  comes to technical assistance, that is somethiog 
to the Holidays with Pay Act and I have stated I with which YOU should deal with t h k  Organisation 
that the law must be enforced. The Government 1 exactly. 
will consider any proposals whieh the Head of the As to the frontal approach to unemployment, 
Department submits as to staffing requirements. 

As f a r  as the qumtion of the Unemployment 
Survey is concerned, the honourable j w i o r  member 
for  St Peter has called for  a frontal approach to 
the matter of unemployment. The Committee will 
agree that if we must have a positive and frontal 
approach to this problem we must have some figures 
on which we can go; we have not got those figures a t  
present. There is no point in saying that having a=. 
employment survey is foolishness and that you must 
p l m  in a fuller way. I do not thtink that the hen- 
ourable m m b e r  realised what he was criticising; 
honourable members who have read: of the recent 
surveys as  to the social and economic structure of th: 
West Indies made by the staff of the Universitv Col- 

We should see what outlets we @an use locally. 
m e n  the honourable member spoke about people 
C O ~ ~ W  to him, 1 would warn him that he should 
be very cautious about the language which hnr uses 
to people who come to him: 1 have been infopmed -4 
that the Minister told people that I am, to be blamed 
fa the present situation. l would say that a Minister 
of the Crown is different from an ordinary politician 
especially whcn acting in the honorable lnember 
capa"ty7 and he should be very guarded jn his 
language. I have been informed that the Minister 
has said 'that if there is any keeping back in the 
lnatter affecting the coopPrs, i t  is the hon. junior 
member for St. Peter who has kept it back. 
If that has been said, it would be nlost unfair to  

lege of the West Indies will agree that they did f say that about an honourable meinbey; I was not 
very good work. I think that this Institute of Social ' 
and Economie Research will do well as any1,c;dg 
who is brought out from the International Labcur 
Organisation. 

As f a r  as e a r a t i o n  is concerned, there is a ,  
scheme in  respect of California; one of my biggest 
headaches i n  my new task is this question of un- 
employment, and I think honourable members will 
appreciate that.  It is a matter which confrontcs, me 
every day and/ i t  seems to me as if people think it 
& my job to find employment for them. I can assure 
honourable members that will explore every avenue 
i n  order to find employment for the thousands of the 
unemployed in this island. 

I n  connection with the California scheme, I am 
sure that the honourable junior member for St. 
Peter can tell the Committee the difficulties which 

p'esellt a t  any inter vie^^, but from thc surr3und- 
11% Circ~mstanCes it would appear as if the making 
of the statement is true. However, the frontal ap- 
proach to this matter of unemployment is just what 
the Goveriiment did some years ago;  the Minister 
sllould see to i t  that he uses what outlets are avail- 4 
a'ble now and deal ~z i th  the matter in a positive 
manner. He should ba able to say; "These are cer- 
tain things which should be done. ' 9  

The unemployment survey is a question of facts 
and data, and the securing of this information will 
take time. The man who is undertaking this survey 
has to go into the type of employment needed; he 
will have to go into the incidence of unemployment, 
\\,hat time of the year i t  rises and so on. If there is a 
problem, the question is: "What is our approach 

r t o  i t ?  What are the things we propose to do?" 
surround the matter; there are nunlerous difficul- l I was glad to hear what the honourable member 
ties in respect of America itself. There is the said a b w t  the Labour Department, but I would not 
danger of reces~ion in  the American industries and say that because you have a Ministerial system, the 
from a political point of view, it is difficult a t  the 
moment to get through this (emigration scheme; we 
have to wait and see and that is our approach to this 
qliestion. We are still optimistic as to the matter. 

As f a r  as emigration to British Honduras and 
British Guiana is concerned, I agree with the h- 
ourable junior member for  St. John that if capital 
is found we probably could do something about 
emigration to British Honduras, but the matter ia 
not as easy as he  feels it is. However, we are g o k g  
into the question very thoroughly and I will just 

secondment of people from the Labour Department 
should be carried out. What is the point of giving 
people from a Department special training if you 
are going to take them out of that Department ih 
which you have spent money to t rain these people? 
Why could not the secondment have come from other 
Departments? It is not a. question of taking these 
people from the Labour Department b e c a m  they 
were the best you could find; I repeat that there 
were other Departments from which you could 
second people. 

tell honourable members that it is a question of i As to the shops Act, those who want to continue 
waiting and seeing what the attitude of the new the system which nsed to  obtain on Saturday nights 
administration in British Guiana will be before we 
do anything further in  this matter. 

Mr.  P. L. WAJiC@I"P: I never condemnecl 
the question of carrying out an une:nploylnant 
survey- 

Hon. E- G. MAPP: I did not say that t h e  
honourable member condemned i t ;  T was referdng 

in respect of shops must remember that the ~~t was 
passed so as to  stop that system. You do not inc~ease 
employment by  lengthening hours; you only increase 
employment when the spending power of the commu- 
nity is increased, and you increase hours when you 
realise that the spending power of the community 
has been increased to such an extent that the money 

to the honourable senior member for  St. John. must 'he spent. You must not get the idea that 



you increase employment opportunities by having j Hon. C. E .  TALMA seconded ithe motion which 
long hours of work; that is a bogej. 

On the question of employment opportunities 
in  California, I should like to say that I visited that 
country in  No~vem'ber last year and the employers 
there were as  anxious to get West Indian workers as 
West Indian worlcers would be anxious to get to 
California becase the climate there is better than the 
climate in Barbados. The climate is not as  hot there 

was agreed to. 
Mr. SMITH entered the House and took his seat. 
His Honour THE SPEAKEF : When the Hnnse 

adjonrned i t  was in Committee. 

. Mr. SPE~KER left the Chair and the House went 
mto Committee, hlr. Snzith being i n  the Chair. 

Mr. CHAIR.MAN: When the Committee re- 
ported progress, Head X X X I  was being considered. 

as it is here and, as I have said, the employers in  The qu~st ion  that the sum of $136,769 be voted 
California were vely keen on getting from I under the Head was put  and resolved in  the a f i m a -  
the West Indies. But honourable members will have 
to bear in mincl that W-e will hrve to reclion with 
fifexicans. I n  Barbados we mag. pass any Reso- 
lution me fike, but when it comes down to the 
system of 'bringing in workers, that makes the posi- 
tion very difficult. There has been some objection by 
American unions to American employers bringing 
in emigrants on contract, which is inimical to the 
i ~ ~ t e r e s t  of American workers; they say that these 
emigrants must come in on the same on 
lFhich ~~~i~~~ worlrers would come in and they 
would not encourage people to come intd the country 
to lower their standard of living. You cannot get 
Tcorkers in the united states unless you have that 
certification. 

The Californian employers were anxious to have 
\Vest Indian workers because these workers did not 
present the prcblem which illegal Mexicans presented 
to the United 'States of Ameri:la. AIany Mexican 
Nationals live in California and when the illegal 

' tive without division. 
HEAD XXXII - DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS AND 

TRANSPORT 
The Head and the total amount to be voted under 

i t  were called. 
Hon. Dr. CVhININS: I beg to move that the 

S U E  of $1.0-11,547 be voted under this Head. 
Hon. 11. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. WILLIAMS: Under %tern No. 40, High- 

ways, I would like to draw the attention of the Gov- 
erninent to certain dangerous corners which exist on 
highways the At present there is One 
along Prospect Road- Speaking as a layman. i t  
appears a me as if the is widening that 
corner but while i t  is doing that, it is still leaving a 
blind spot around the area where a Mr. Browne 

Before 1 go any further, 1 do not want it 
to be %ken that I am saying anything against the 
new ~ i ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~  of Highways and Transport; as  a matter 

fact, J am one of mangr who. feels that ha is doing 
an excellellt job since he has taken up his appointment 

Mexicans came over the impression is given that the ; here. However, a s  I was one notices forcibly 
United States authorities find it difficult to distin- 1 the blind spot which is by the .telephone post there. 
w i s h  between the American nationals and illegal ! 
Mexicans come over the impression is given that the 
West Indian workers to work in California because 
the climate is good, but they will run up  agaimt 
a snag. I doubt very much that the United States 
wouId want to have difficulty p i th  her neighbours. 
We could never expect that the United States Gov- 
.ernment would want to shut out 'because they do not 
want to give the impression that they are fighting 
against people in the same hemisphere; but the 
Californian employers would be quite willing to 
1 ave West Indians. 

Mr. WIILLIAMS : I know that the Ministtas 
who are concerned with productivity and labour have 
a tough job. What ]i did say was that everyone 
has been considering that the Llabour Department 
was either overstaffed or i t  was inefficient. I went 
cn to say that a lot of industrial legislation could 
be changed here and there because I think i t  could 
be taken from under the aegis of the Police. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUNMINS: At this stage, Mr. 
Chairman, I beg to move that you do now report 
proqress and ask for leave for the Committee t o  sit 
again. 

Hon. C. E. TALIYIA seconded the motion, which 
was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEARER 
resumed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

Hon. D=. cmfl&INS: I beg to, move that, this 
House do now adjourn for three quarters of an hour. 

Hon. C. E . TALMA seconded the motion. vhi& 
was w e e d  to. and Mr. SPJ~JAKER adjourned the 
House accordingly. 

RESTTMPTION I N  COMMITTEE 

On re-assembling, 
HON. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, the Chairman 

i f  Committees is not in his place and I beg to move 
that  the honourable senior membe~  for St. Andrew 

What makes it worse is that a sidewalk is now beiw 
put along that part of the road and to all appearances 
is &lost a t  the same level as the road. I think this 
would prove a danger to motorists a t  night as they 
might mistake i t  for  part  of the road. 

(A VOICE) : I t  would be much higher when i t  
js finished). 

I would like that point to'b'e borne in  mind by the 
the Minister of Communications. It is a pity that 
those who are looking after the job did not thihk 
i t  fit to cut more into the wall by the telephone 
post. Just  around that point still strikes me a3 a 
blind spot. 

With regard to ;item No. 32, Leave pay to  casual 
employees, it has been hinted to me by certain em- 
ployees that they do not fare well when it comes to 
certain holidays that are granted with pay to other 
people. I know that on this matter 1 will get some 
SUP POP^ from my colleague. 

I n  respect of Item, No. 64, Repairing and re- 
surfacing parish roads of St. Lucy, I am glad to see 
that some consideration has been given. to the south- 
ern strip of road which has been in  a state of dis- 
repair for a few years. I thought it would have 
been done since last Year. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I n  giving consideration to 
this Head, Mr. Chairman, I would like to draw the 
attention of the Minister of Communications to Item 
NO. 36, Marking and maintenance for the t ra f f i~xnea  
and signs and bus stops for which a sum of $11;000 
iis to be voted. I would like the honourable Minister 

I to give some of his attention to the question of 
bus stops, signs on roads which have been for years 
2nd years without them. As you lmow, Mr. Chair- 
man, during the war, a particular type of bus stop 
sign which was considered most appropriate, was not 
available but that t-vpe of sign should be available 
now because since that war has ended, the war in 
Korea has also ended. I am told that a n  official in I that department - I think he is the Chief Inspector 

act as Chairman of Committees until he arrives. I -is the stumbling block in  the proper functioning 
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ci' bus companies' except the one in which he was 
f ~ ~ m e r l ~  e:~lplc~,ed, uLthough I belie~e that he lllusi 
tx,,c. 111s pldce n l ~ h  the ilcw Director \;ha has show11 
tlA:l; Ilr ha, n ; ~  tile weaknesses of his predecessor. 
Gitting baai t~ the quest1011 of thme bus stop signs, 
in t~ l e  Clistriet here 1 reside, you will fincl that the 
people who travel in buses on that route uiil make 
the bus driver stop at their homes, even though the 
bus may have just stopped a t  their neighbour's which 
may br only about fifteen yards away and that is be- 
cause there are no bus stop signs on the route. There 
is no question of :! person walking two or three yards. 
the bus must be stopped in front of their homes even 
if it were stopped a t  their next door neighbour's own. 
They do not take into account the inconvenience 
oausecl by stopping a Lus every yard of the way. I 
think it is high time that these bus signs be put up 
along the route from Prospect to Paynes Bay. They 
are nrcaessary. 

The next thing which I wonld like to draw to the 
attention of the honourable Minister of Communica 
tions is in connection with Item No. 27, Travelling 
Expenses, to which $25,000 is to be voted. I notice that 
in the course of my practice a t  the Bar, when there are 
cases dealing with collisions and excidents, a t  least in 
eight out of ten cases, I see one particular inspect01 
giving evidence of the condition of the vehicles at  the 
time of the accident. H e  is Mr. Farnum. Sometimes 
you may see Mr. Archer but I have never seen the 
Chief Inspector yet in that role. I do not know if be- 
cause ha is high and mighty he is not called on to go 
out of his office. I t  seems to me as if he just, sits in his 
office and from there goes to his club. I do know that 
if there are three accidents in one night Mr. Farnum 
has to attend all. These Inspectors get travelling 
expens~s and I thillli the Chief Inspector is entitled. 
Other than a t  his ofice or a t  the club the Chief 
Inspector can be seen a t  Seawell when a plane 
arrives. Of course, he is in some way connected with 
that clnb, so probably, he goes there to meet people 
who arrive by plane. At any rate, it is more thzn 
passing strange that one cannot see him at  an accident 
but can see him travelling to Seawell often. Of 
course, that is outside of office hours. What I am 
wondering is if any part of that bill for travelling 
which is done by him is being footed by the taxpayers. 
J have heard from time to time criticisms about the 
use of lorries and pick-ups for transporting 
passengers. I have seen recently a pick-up which 1 
understand is the property of the Chief Inspector of 
this department laden with school children from 
the Black Rock area. If that is so, I think it is set- 
ting a rather bad example. How can we criticise 
peonle for carrying passengers on their lorry and in 
their pick-ups when we have a senior official of the 
Transport Department taking out about fourteen 
children ill a p i~kup .  As i t  appears to me, that 
officer is running a transport service for school 
children. I think i t  would be well for this matted 
to be looked into by the Minister of Communications. 
One cannot be too careful and one should not take 
chances with certain officials. 

I referred in my second reading speech on this 
Budget to the question of time off for employees in 
this and other Government Departments and I think 
i t  would be well if I refer to the matter now that 
we are dealin<. with thii Head from the stand point 
of policy. I think i t  would be wise if the Minister 
of Communications, the Minister of Labour, the 
Director of this department, the Chief Engineer of 
the \Taterworks Department, and the Colonial En. 
gineer of the Public Works Department will, with 
their combined wisdom, evolve a, plan whereby relief 
would be afforded casual workers in  those depart- 
ments to obtain time oti without reduction from their 

wages in the same manner as private employees do- 
v~hen cricket or races, as the cast: nlay be, takes place 
In the Island. As I have said, many of the most 
hard-hearted employees of labour are the merchants 
of Bridgetown and when they give time ofT to their 
employees in instances such as crlcket, tht-1 are not 
doing it out of a spirit of Christian char.?y, mag- 
namity or generosity, but they are doing ii because 
i t  pays them to do so; they know that the shgdard  
of work of their employees would not be wwth- 
while if they were called, to work on such d a ~  a and 
they know that when they give that time ot" %e 
employees feel they owe a debt of gratitude to their 
employer for those slight concessions and they re 
pay lt by improved quality of work the day sr 
two after they have been granted such an  oppo~. 
tunity. I have mentioned this matter on many OL. 

casions already and I will never get tired mention 
illg i t  until something is done; hom~ever, on this 
occasion I feel I am mentioning it to people of a very 
high mentality. I cannot remember the many time? 
I have agitated for the abolition of the grand jury, % 
but at  last the grand jury has been abolished. Sir, 
this matter to which I refer requires urgent con- 
sideration from the responsi'ble Ministers. It doeh 
not look well for a Socialist Government to have 
its casual employees working when private employ- 
ers have given time off to their employees for  crioket 
end races. 

Mr. F .  L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I was 
not in my place when the honourable senior man-  
ber for St. Lucy began to speak, but I would like 
to pay tribute to the present Director of Highways 
and Transport whom I regard as  a very good officer 
although I have no technical knowledge of his job 
I think i t  is very reassuring indeed to hear the 
compliment paid him by the honourable senior 
member for St. ( h e y .  However, as I have said,. 
while I too regard him as a very good officer, I 4 
would like to point out that there is a practice 
which has grown up here that  you should not 
criticise a man if he is a good officer. I differ 
from that, view. I feel any human being who 
regards himself, so good, excellent, or invaluable 
that no one should say anything about them, should 
regard that as something against his good name. 3 
just said that because I do not want i t  to be taken 
that anything I may say is personal crib 
icism against the officer. I would like to speak 
broadly on this Head. I have nevm subscribed 
to the idea that  in a small island like Barbados, 
jou, should employ ,a technically trained per37n. 
to be mainly a head of a department. I feel a 
minister's services should include that of head of 
a department. When i t  comes to, say, your Trans- 
port Department, I do not think you neqed a Civil 
Engineer to be head of that department. What 
I mean to say is if you used a system of valuation 
of a man's time, you would not want a man whom 
you woul~! have to pay over $6,000 annually to 
tell you how to run your bus service. I would 
suggest that the time has come when you do not 
need to have so many sub-divisions in this depart- 

* 

~ l e n t .  You do not need to have a Chief Inspector 
to sit down to tell you how to run your Transport 
Department and do nothing else, and I think the 
Government will be well advised to review the 
report made by a sub-committee relative to the 
working efficiently of this department. E v m  now 
that you have somebody doing nothing but look- 
ing after transport, your bus service could not be 
run worse. There are not sufficient busm on the 
routes to accommodate passengers, and you have 
gone back to the old days when you had many 
improvised vehiclm for  buses an the routes. I 
was saying, I feel that the Minister in charge of. 
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transport should head that department. You 
should not worry the Director of Highways and 

not quarrel over it because i t  would be helping t o  
provide more mployment for the people who work 

Transport who is a technical man with r u n n i ~ g  
your transport. Let him get on with the job 
which you want him to do. You would not need 
to pay a salary like what you are paying him just 
to look a f t c  transport. I n  some countries, trans- 
port services are run by a Committee. That Com- 
mittee fixes the schedule for the running of louses, 
trams and trains and makes investigations into corn- 
plaints. 1 think the Minister of Communications 
would be well advised to read the report-on this 
matter and see whether he agrees with my conten- 
tion that the time has come to divide this service 
and allow the Director of Highways and Transport 
t o  see about roads and things like that alone. In  the 
Highways and Transport Department you have at 
present the Director, an Executive Engineer, two as- 
sistant Engineers, a Superintendent Mechanical En 
gineer whose duties are work of a technicd natura:-- 
nothing at all to do ~irith transport by their qualifica- 
tions. Their main task is to improve highways. But 
\$-hat are you doing nrith them? You are dissipating 
the energies of these technical officers by allowing 
them to deal with trivial matters. The Director of 
TIighways and Transport must deal with transport 
because he is responsible for it. 

Another point. The honourable senior mem- 
'ccr for St. George mentioned about decentralisa- 
tion, but I do not agree with it. When you 
look at this Head you will see that there is a total 
of $1,041,547 that is to be spent undter it. If you arz 
spending all this money on your Highways and 
Transport services, you should not go cap in hand 
to plead with the St. Joseph Vestry to gqve 
over their roads to you to be done. You 
cannot have this department on which you are 
spending over one million dollars repairing roads 
2nd other little bodies also repairing arterial roads 
too. The time h% come when as your general r o d  
policy, you should have the Director of Highways 
and Transport looking after all the publiu 
highways in this island. Barbados is a small place r 
and I am almost sure that the Direitor of Highways 
and Transport has come from a district which is 
larger than the whole of Barbados and which will 
have as many miles of road as we have to look 
after. We are regarding Barbados as if it were 
a huge territory ca~d are paying eight techllicians 
to look after only part of our roads and dissipat- 
ing their energy in trivial matters. We are only 
wasting money this way and I the 
Minister has seen the point I am making. 

I am going to touch on a point which the trav- 
elling public may not like to hear, but which 1 
think should be drawn to the notice of the Gov- 
ernment. At prment, people who own motor-cars 
Pay little so far as taxes and On top of that 
maintenance of their vehicles is comparatively low. 
It is the boast of almost every motorist that he can 
travel 10,000 miles on tires; he can get more than 
24 miles on a gallon of gasolene and things of that 
sort. Fifteen years ago you could not get that life 
out of a tire. added to that, motor-car springs 
last longer now-a-days and the wear and tear is 
much less than it used to be. This has been due 
to the good roads. I do not know if the Govern- 
ment is looking to another avenue from which it 
can get more taxation, but i t  is a fact that more 
and more people are able to provide themselves 
with motor-cm, and some are buying very 
expensive motors. Much of this money & goimg 
out of the Island to help the United Kingdom Trea- 
sury. You should tax people who can afford to 
pay it. I feel this is a source where Government 
can get increased taxation and the people should 

on the roads. 
I do not agree one hundred percent with what 

the honourable senior member for St. Lucy said with 
respect to time off without deduction in pay for 
casual workers to go to cricket and even races, al- 
though I am an enthusiastic cricket fan. You may 
be able to give time off to a few worker8 on one day 
and to another sat on another day but you cannot 
lay it down as a policy to give certain workers time 
~ f f  when Government departments cannot close for 
such matters. If a man wants to go $0 races, he c m  
End time to go on one of the days because races a m  
spread over a number of days. Of course, as I have 
said, you can, departmentally, have mme system 
where some of your workers can attend cricket on 
a day or SO of the match without losing wages. One 
~f the days on which cricket is played and races a m  
run is a Saturday and the worker can go on that 
day without asking anybody a favour. As a matter 
of fact, when i t  comes to racing, most of the gambling 
that is done at the Garrison savannah- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Would the honourable 
member come off the race pasture. The honour- 
able member is straying. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I did 
not expect to hear anything otherwise. When the 
h~nourable senior member for St. Lucy was deal- 
ing with the same point, Your Honour seemed t~ 
lose sight of the fact that he was dealing more with 
races than time off for workers. I was only reply- 
ing to what tha-t honourable member said. I had 
expected a measure of freedom from the Chair 
because this is a democratic institution. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I do not want to take away 
pour freedom. 

Mr. F. L. W U C O T T  : I would be thankful 
for some latitude in equal measure to that given 
other honourable members. As I was saying, Sir, 
C would like the Minister of Communicatio~ to go 
rrlto the! question o'f a general road policy in so far  
as seeing whether it would not be in the best in- 
terest of the island to have all public highways 
ander the control of this department. And for the 
reason that there is sufficient technical staff in the 
Department of Highways, and Transpofi to super- 
vise all our roads ss well as the necessary road in- 
specctors and overseers. As I have said, we are spend- 
ing more than one million dollars in this department- 

Another point which I would like to raise on 
this matter is that 1 cornider that Barbados has too 
many roads for its size. I think the Government 
will do well if it block up some of the roads so aq 
to cut dolwn on some of the maintenance. If I may 
give an  instan=, Goverment can without causing; 
inconvenience to anybody block off some of the slide 
streets around Broad Street. There are about twelve 
roads leading away from ~~~~q street. you can 
block off more than half of them without incon- 
venience to anybody. 

I have been hearing that Messrs. Knight's Lim- 
ited has been quarrelling. because Government has 
not taken over a piece of its land for widening 
Broad Street. I do not know what is the attitude 
of Government in the ma.tter but 1 agree that no 
amount of pressure should make Government 1vieLd 
to buying land to widen   road Street became it 
cannot do anything with: Broad Street. B- gtr-t 
is a misnomer. Government is a t  present to 
poor people and asking them to  give UP p i e c ~  of 
their land to widen this, that and the other corner 
end the people are giving UP their bits; y& you 
find that the people who have the money cannot 
give up land because it is on Broad Street. I quite 
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agree with the Government in not giving compen- 
sa t~on for land on Broad Street because if it does so, 
it should also give i t  to  people who live at  BOS~U-  
belle if i t  wants to run  a road there. 

I do not want to be parochial in my politicy 
but I understand that the Minister of Communica- 
tions visited the Whim sometime ago. I would like 
to know from the Minister if he proposes doing 
mything to that road i n  the near future. 1 would 
like to know if Government proposes doing some- 
thing to it just as i t  has done to Kensington New 
Road. It is well known now that by Government 
widening and repairing Kensington New Road, you 
can get from Baxters Road into Fontabelle. I think 
it would be a goqd idea if Government, construct 
the Whim Road blecause i t  would be a means of 
getting into the upper road instead of cutting 
through Mile and Quarter. I hope that the Minister 
of Communications will see to it that something i: 
done with the Whim Road on this occasion and if 
he can, let this Committee know what is his inten 
tion so far  as this road is concerned. 

Summarising the points I have made on thls 
Head, I do not favour the Transport Department 
being run as it w q  now that we have a Minister 
in charge of that department. I would like to see 
the St. Joseph Highways taken over by 
the Department of Highways and Transport. 
T have followed the argument of Your Honour in 
the St. Jolseph Vestry with respect to this matter and 
nhile I do 'agree with what you say,-and I believe 
all right-thinkmg persons, i t  does *em as lf yon 
are always on the losing side. I-Iowever, I do hope 
that, the Minister of Communications will come to 
your aid. I think we have reached the stage  hen 
the roads in  the St. Joseph parish should be taken 
over by the Government so that something could 
be done to them. 

I travel on the road leading to S'peightstown 
. more than any other road and I have seen that a 

good job is being done by the widening of a curve 
along Prospect but I would like to make one criti- 
cism of what is being done. The road does iuot appear 
to me to be wider than before by the putting of 
sidewalk alongside of it. What is more, it seems as 
if the sidewalk is on the same leve: as the road and 
i; is liable for a motorcar or lorry to bank on it 
when people are walkinz on i t  and that magr cause a 
serious aclcidelut. I fear there may 'bee a danger by 
so doing. I would have preferred to see the road 
made wider. I hope the Minister of Communica- 
tions will take this matter up  with the Director of 
Highways and Transport. 

Mr. CRAWE70IiD : Mr. Chairman, I wish to 
make a comment on Item No. 610, Preparation of 
plans and design of a new bridge over the careenage. 
We w e  told that this is a new item. Apparently, 
the Governent has in mind the construction of a 
new bridge over the careenage m d  this amount of 
$1,500 which is t o  be voted is for  the purpose of 
getting plans and designs for this new bridge. I 
do not know if the old CbamEerlain Bridge has 
been condemned or whether i t  has out-lived its 
usefulwss to the community, but 1 hope sincerely 
that Government is not contemplating spending any 
large amount of money on any fantastic ne~v bridge 
to replace the Chamberlain Bridge. What tve want 
is not so much a modern, elaborate new ljridge tc 
replace the Chamberlain Bridge as two other bridge5 
runnillrg parallel with the Victoria and mamber. 
lain Bridges a t  a point between the Vic,toria Bridgf 
and Wartindales Road to get from River &ad to t 
point in  Constitution above Queen's College. ~j 

such a bridge or bridges are constructed, it wuuld 
greatly facilitate travelling in that area. 

One further point. As regards to the clissociatioll 
of the Transport Department from the Higlimays, 
Department, 1 think one of the reasons why the two 
departeilts were welded into one was the question of 
ecoaomy. It is obvious that you could not pay the 
Highways and Transport officials the same salaries 
if they were charged with highways alone. There is 
no question about it, that certain phases oi trans- 
pol t problems are linked with highway probleus ; 
tl,rrefore, as a matter of convenience, the two de- 
partments should be slllomed to work together. I 
will be the first to admit that transport problerna 
nlay take up more thaa its due share of the time 
of the Director but  I see no reason why me sl~ould 
consider further expense to the colony by creating 
t ~ r o  distinct departnlents. Even if we had a Xinister 
of Transport as such, he would still need some high- 
priced executive as  the department head. It would 
oz bonnd to cost us more money. 

I n  reference to the further centralisation of 
roads in the island, when you consider the amount 
of money \\-hieh t l ~ e  parochial authorities take to 
replair a road and what it v~ould take the Central 
Governmer~t to repair the same road, you can only 
~vonder where does the money go, when it is done by 
the Central Government. Tt is tnie that when a road 
is done by the Central Government, i t  may be 
n.ore durable and better surfaced but the differenca 
In expense between the parochial authorities spend- 
ing OIL thr given roacl and the crniral authority is 
.;o ~nurh  that if a t  any time the C'entral Govqrnment 
become completely responsible for  the c@nstruction 
and maintenance of all the roads, you can positively 
~xpect  that the expenditure on roads v~ill  be double 
that x-hich it is today. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, may I just 
lliake a rejoinder to what the honourable junior 
rr,ember for St. Peter said i n  so f a r  as time off to 
casual workers for cricket and races. It is true to 
say that the Government Departments are kept 
open on dc(ys of cricket and races but they are run on 
a skeleton staff and no reduction is made from the 
d a r y  or wages of any of the officers or employees 
in any of those departments. I am reminded of 
another point and i t  is with regard to the question 
of time lost from work due to circumstances beyond 
the co~lltrol of the worker. For instance, if people 
turn ant to work tomorrow morning and through no 
fault of their own, i t  becomes impossible for t,hen~ 
to work, these people should get half of a day's pay 
i f  not the full day's pay. We must 'bear in mind 
that those people have their families to support 
2nd at the end of the week, what is in their pay 
packet is very import~ant to them. I understand from 
the honourable member on my right that even 
the sugar barons have 'been forced to make this 
concession in respect of agricuItura1 workers and 
if they have made that eonceission, there should be 
no difficulty in a Socialist Government extending the 
principle to casual workers in government employ. 
I anticipate i t  wmld be no difficulty in having 
this matter rectified in fairness to the worker. ' I have one other matter to daaw to the atteb- 
tion of this Committee. As yoru are aware, Mr. 
Chairman, several years ago, a committee sat under 
the chairmanship of Mr. Hugh Blackman and made 
a report but like other reports, it found its way into 
one of the Government's pigeon holes and was never 
resurrected. Perhaps, i t  may be a good thing if the 
honourable Minister of Communications would fish 
out that report and see what it recommends in respect 
of the Highways and Transport Departmat .  If 
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I am not mistaken, it recommended the divorcement 
of the Transport Department from the Highways 
Department and that transport be placed on the 
Police Department. 1 too call very well see that 
by the amalgamation of the Highways and Transport 
Lepartnlents you are expending the valuable time 
of a qualified certified Engineer to deal with tram- 
port problems which really do not require the qudi- 
fications such as a Director of Highways is required 
to possess, as well as you are expending a great dfial 
of the time of other technical officers which other- 
wise should be more usdully employed by them. 
Perhaps, the Minister in charge of this department 
who would be giving consideration to this point, 
could begin by studying the report of the Blackman 
Committee and in the course of time, let us hear 
what decbion he has amived a t  in respect of separa- 
tion of the two departments. 

Mr. BARROW : Sir, any stranger coming into 
Barbados is immediately horrified by the complete 
absence of sidewalks along streets for pedestrians. 
We knour that by maladministration for centuries 
by persons who were to conduct the 
political affaim of this colony, whose only interests 
TyPre, the of their imnloral rights. 
whose only titles of fame were that they possessed 
large estates and managed to occupy a seat in this 
Chamber, and other historical reasons lilce this, we . 
are lacking in sidewalks particularly in the metro- 
politm area of Bridgetown. I, therefore, do tm 
that i t  is h i g .  time for us to take drastic action 
to enforce regulations which we have relating to 
building near the highways; and to keep a 
firm rein on the Commissioners of Health, St. 
I\lichael, who for reasons best known to themselves 
have not stringently observed the aoadlitions of their 
appointments and who with5n the last six montha 
have rnade no replaions relating to the immediate 
distances from which people should build from the 
highway. Sir, this is the o a  W& Indian colony 
that you will find in the capital area that the pea- 
estrian_is not protected. It is Iznown that the vol- 
ume of vehicular traffic has inerewed within the 
paricqh of St .  Michael within recent years a d  any- 
one who can do a simple calculation would be able 
to an&cipate a further increase in thc volullle 
within the next ten years to a l m 5 n g  proportions. 

Sir, one of the signal failures of this Govern- 
ment has been their failure to re-appoint or to ap- 
point an architect and town planning officer. Every 
Barbaaan, as the honourable Premier is fond of 
saying, likes to feel he is m expert on everything. 
They do not build their own motor-cars, i t  is true 
to say, although I do see some makeshifts on the 
road, but when it comes ta building their houses 
they make their own plans which they do not have 
to submit to anybody, m d  they get their boss 
masons or boss carpenters to carry out the erec. 
tions for them. I hope that the honourable Min- 
ister of Communications does not imagine that he 
is put there to be an architect because that is a 
specialist job which none of us professes to know; 
therefore, we must have a Town Planning Officer 
and Town Planning Authority so as to start plan- 
ning for future generations. Since I have returned 
to this country there has been no Tovnt Panning 
Offimr and it was only because of the fact that a 
Socialist Government cake into power that we eve2 
did have a Town Planning Officer. Now, you are 
getting the different Government Departments 
making their own plans as well as private enter  
prise, and these plans cut across plans which were 
prepared by a former Town Planning Officer. Even 
the honourable senior member for St. Fhilip has 
just got up and suggested laying a couple more 

bridges across the Constitution river and perhapd 
everybody would think i t  is, a good idea. Sir, un- 
less you have an overriding planning authority with 
legislation which would ensure that the plasning 
authority would be able to have effective powers, we 
ore going to get ourselves more m a muddle and would 
be creating more confusion for future generations. 
As regards the situation with Messrs. 
Limited7 I do not know the merit or demerits of their 
~aAicular  situation, but I think if we wish to have 
a real Broad street, we would have to abandon the 
present Broad street from our main shopping centre 
and relegate it to a museum of antiquities. If we 
had a planning authority, extensive renovations such 

what have been done to m a y  of our stores in the 
City would have to be approved first. There would 
be question at  all of purchasing a little bit of land 
from JXessrs. Knight's Ltd. There would be no ques- 
tion if l h ~ a d  Street could be widened because-regula- 
tions would stipulate that. 

I do not think enough attention is paid to the 
of the Civic Circle. At the corner of Culloden 

Road and Beckles Road there is a sort of guard wall 
in the middle of the road and I was scandalised after 
it had been built to see workmen ramming stones into 
the centre of that mound. Why could not the Civic 
Circle be called in to plant some lilies or plants of that 
lrilld in the Centre of that mound instead of ramming 
it in with stones The time has come when we have 
to legislate for the pushing back of frontages of all 
houses which butt and abound on all of the main 

because the volume of traffic in Barbados, 
and for that matter, every country in the world, is 
'llcrea"ng out of proportions. We have to think of 
putting down side-walks alongside our main streets. 
Our population is increasing and you cannot stop it 
from increasing; therefore, let us start planning for 
a bigger co3.rununit~7 for heavier industry and for an 
increased volume of traffic. We must have side- 

alongside our principal streets. I n  Trinidad, 
it is against the law to build houses within 15 feet . 

the highway, but over here you can almost bring 
t!lelfi to the $utter; all that .the Commissioners 
Ilealth Over here will tell you is that you should 

come closer to the highway with your house 
than three or four feet. 

As regards the proposition for the preparation 
. of plans and designs for a n w  bridge over the 

careenage, under '1km 60, I wonder if the Govern- 
"lent is serious on em'barking on the plan. With the 
constqructio of the deep water harbour in view in the, 
near future, it may mean that #after that is completed 
and if probal~ly by that time we get a town-plan- 
ning officer, he may look at  i t  as nonsensical to have 
that plan- after  the deep water harbour is built, 
ce*ain modifications would have to be carried out to 
the inner basin, and these modifications might serious- 
ly  interfere with the plans that are envisaged for 
building a new bridge across the Careenmage. It is for 
r ~ ~ o n s  like this that we want a central authority to 
correlate all these plans over the next few years. 

According to Item 57, it appears as if Govern- 
ment is going to remedy the situation which occurred 
a few Years ago when flood water damaged and wash- 
ed "Way pe@ple7s houses by the Gully House, Halls 

and Constitution Boad. 
(A  VOICE: See Appendix 7.) 
11 was not aware of that Appendix. However, I 

hope that Government will give proper attention to  
the breeding of fish in the Reservoirs aback of the Con- 
stitution swamp. 1 have heard the honourable 
Minister of Communications remark that Government 
is going to build dams in that area, and I think -that 
iq a. proper thing to do. With this question in mind, 
I feel that we can have no better advice that what 
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was given in the Ritchie Report. It is true that Mr. 
Ritchie was restricted in his terms of reference and 
was not allowed to go behind what I call the Iron 
Curtain but I think if he were left to himself, he 
would have given us an entire plan of building of 
clams starting from St. Thomas and terracing right 
down to the Gully House. I do not think it is the 
best idea for us to build the deep water harbour on 
the north side as has been proposed. Even in Trini- 
&d the authority there now feels that the deep water 
harbour is in the m-rong place. The result is when 
there are heavy downpdwrs of rain, small boats have 
to put out to sea. I think the same thing will happen 
here. 

NoTT as regards the Kensington New Road and 
the repairing of tenantry roeds, time and again 1 have 
said that the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  of Highways have allow- 
ed people to sell out tenantrieeand they are 
coillg itr-without putting dowl1 decent roads or 
putting in a proper water service. N ~ ~ ~ ,  the ~~t 
says that within twelve months the Comn~issioners 
can go and inspect the land which was sold out in 
tenantries see if the owners have carried out the 
provisions of the law, but I know of no single 
instance ill which lands have been divided +hat 
the persons who have disobeyed the law have, 
either been prosecuted or prevented from carry- 
Illg out their building hand lords 
have made large sums of money by selling 
out their lands. N~~ ,.hey have oome to the 
ernment and are +ying that Government must put 

proper roa& in those tenantries. People like thn, 
honourable Minister of Communications are in a very 
unfortunate position because there happen to be in 
the area who think that it is not wrong 
for a man to sell out his land a t  222,000 per acrz 
and then call on Government to put in proper roads 
for the people. ln a small country lige this we 
have to look at lana utilisation. We cannot allon, 
people to take up ag~icultural land and sell it to 
peopl_e to build houses on when we have so much 
rab land, again I am asking the honourable Pre- 
\nier to study our land utilisation problem. I also 
hope that Government ivould soon start the co~nstruc- 
\,ion of the East Coast Road and for several reasons, 
rot  because elections are looming over us but one 
02 the reasom Ls because the unemployment situa- 
tion is reaching breaking point. I fear that with 
loanY people wanting jobs they break loose and 
unless we implement capital works, we are going 
to have a vast a m y  of unemployed hocking a t  
the bar of this soon' and the 

West Indian Islands have had to do 'Ome 

thing about it. 
Mr. WILLIAMS: Before the 

ister of Communications replies, I would just like 
to add something to the point' raised the 
'Ilrable senior member for George with 
to the East Coast RoaL 1 remember saving at one 
time in this House that if Government construct 
the East Coast Road, it could bring irlto force a 
development' charge for the price which land would 
reach along that coast. It is a fact that the price 
of land mould go up along that coast if that road 
is constructed but Government can get back some- 
thing by implementing a development charge. I 
also hope that if that road is built, that Govern- 
ment would see to it that we have a Town and 
Country Planning Act and a Central Building 
Authority which the honourable senior inember for 
St .  George spoke about. What I rose chiefly t d ,  
make an enquiry about is Item NO. 64, Repairing 
and resurfacing roads in the parish of St .  h e y .  
I would like to know if that item includes tenantq~ 

roads in that parish. There are two tenantry roade 
in that parish- 

(A VOICE: That expenditure is for parish 
roads. The expenditure for tenantry roads under 
Capital Expenditure). 

I am wondering if Government would be able 
to increase its expenditure on tenantry roads 80 as 
to allow for sealcoating of those roads when they 
are being repaired. It is my feeling that it is a 
criminal waste of time an4 money to repair those 
roads and leave them with a rough eurface. I know 
that you can only get as much done as the money 
that is spent. 

(A VOICE : All roads repaired non are seal- 
coated.) 

I am glad to hear that. Why I was enquiring 
into this matter is because I did see some tenantry 
roadb which were repaired within the last. two years 

with a rough surface. I am glad to hear from 
the honourable Premier that some attention will be 
given sealcoating them. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, before 
to the pointis raised by h o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ b l e  members, 

I a n  asking leave to insert after Item No. 4, as Item 
KO. 5, Junior Surveyor Draughtsman, and the salary 
&ached to that office will be as that of a Junior 
Glerk, starting at $600 and going up $2,280. The 
items after that will be renumbered accordingly. I 

like to say at this stage that this post is 
no new creation; it has been in existence for three 
years ago, but was not of a permanent nature. 
t.kwernment has decided to make i t  permanent as 
xr0m this Year on the ramnmendation of the ' of and Transport. I n  the column 
"TO be voted" 1 would like to insert the figures 
627280. 

I will reply to the points raised by the hon- 
eurable junior member for St. Lucy first. AS far] 

I the honourable member dealt with 
the question of a sidewalk a t  Prospect, intimathg 
that the sidewalk was on the same level as the road. 
SO far as I have been made to undlerstand, that side- 

will be elevated and would not be on the 
same level as the road. I will however promise the 

member take up the matter as 
as possible with the Director with a view to seeing 
that it is done in a way which would not a 
danger to the life or limb of the pedestrian. Any 

point raised by the same honourable member 
aa\ with respect to the question of casual employees 
getting time off on days whioh cricket matches are 
played or on days. To my mind that is 
reasonable request. I t  is a fact that people in the 
higher brackets of the Public Service get the oppo*un- 
ity of watching these matches and I am sure that thme 
in the lower brackets am just as eager those, in 
the higher brackets to get that same opportunity. 
1 also feel that vJe should make no in 
treatn~ent between those at top and those at bottom 

so far as this matter is I want to as- 
the member that when occasions 

that sort I will do my best to see that every- 
body gets a fair 

The honourable senior member for St. ~u~~ 
raised questions with respwt to the Chief Inspector 
c ~ f  this Department. I think they can all be termed 
as bound up with the question of travelling. I have 
fro facts of the matter with me but I want to assure 
the honourable member that I am prepared to have 
the travelling which is done, not only by that officer 
but by all officem of that department scrutinised. The 
honourable member also referred to bus stop signs. 
I want to assure the honourable member that the 
matter is one of the things is engagillg the 
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ANNEXED ESTIMATES-POST OFFICE 

Annexed Estimate+Post Office-was called. 
Hon. G, H. ADAMS : I beg to move that the An- 

rlcxed Estimates-Post Ofice--stand part. 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS : seconded the motion which 

was agreed to. 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 

A-LOAN FUNDS 

1fea.d A-Loan Funds--was called. 
Hon. G. H. Adams: I beg to move that Head A 

--Loan Funds-stand part. 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which 

was agreed to. 

B-AVAILABLE FUNDS 

1-WATER SUPPLIES 

Head l-water Supplies-was called. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: 1 beg to move that Head 

l-\Vater $hp,plies--stand part. 
Hon. M. E. COX seconded the mation which wag 

agreed to. 

HEAD 11.-HOTTSING 

Head 11-Housing-was called. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Head 

Mr. MILLER: I know that the Committee h a s  
Geen working on this land tenure scheme for some 
t~n ie ;  we are still looking forward to this policy. 

The question that Head I1 stand part was put  
and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

HEAD 111.-MEDICAL SERVICES 

Head 111-Medical Services-was called. 
Hon. G. I-I. ADAMS: I beg to move that Head 

I11 stand part. 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: On the question of the  

Health Centres, I see that there is a revote of 
$100,000 in connection with the Health Centre for 
St. Michael. What I want to be made clear on is 
this; in the, Estimates provision is made for this 
Health Centne- 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: The position is explained 
in the Report of the Hospital Planning Committee; 
this provision is for the Health Centre a t  " Enmore. ', 
The fieport of the Committee has not yet been pre- 
scnted and circulated but we hope to have that done 
r7ithin a few days. A Select Committee has been 
appointed to deal with the matter. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: If we vote the money 
here the Select Committee will only deal with the 
details. I do not know what money was used for the  
purchase of " Enmore" : I thought that this property 
was bought for carrying out the extension of the 
hospital. The original intention was that we would 
have more than one Health Centpe and now it is 

palicy unless you have legislation for  it. 
Hon. M. E. COX: When the programme is 

brought before the House the honourable member 
=ill See that it is a very comprehensive one; it will 
include land tenure. 

TElMPmARY OHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I understand, Mr. 
Chairman, that  YOU would like to be relieved for  
a short period and I ask leave that  the honourable 

f T  stand part. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that- 
Mr. F .  L. wALCOTT : I would like to know if 

the Labour Welfare Fund is anything to do with the 
amount which has been allocated in  respect of 
Head. I n  the Five Year Plan You h a m  an 

$3 million as available funds. 
Mr. MILLER: I am wondering if the 

able Minister can tell US anything about the Govern 
wLent7s policy as  regards housing: I see that  i n  One 

~ , f  the Reports of the Caribbean Commission there 
is an :~rticle written by Mr. Lashle~.  I should like 
to know if there is any arrangement made for an 
crganisad plan as regards housing; is there any Or- 
ganised plan whereby districts will benefit from the 
expenditure on housing? Them seems to be a sad 
lack of policy in respect of flousing. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I do not want to say much 
about housing a t  this stage, but there is a scheme 
bn f oat for having a general housing programme for 
the island. The Government proposes to purchase 
,)on-arable land in the island; the Housing Commit- 
tee has already selected a few sites with the assistance 
cf the honourable junior member for St. George and 
we hope to .erect houses on these sites. I want to 
aesure the honourable member that this matter of 
housing is one which has been engaging th~e attention 
of members of the Government for some time; I am 
sorry that we could not put  the comprehensive policy 
before the House a t  the time when the Estimates were 
preented but such a policy will be brought before 
the House. 

Mr. MILLER: Two years ago the honourable 
Minister said that a comprehensive policy as regards 
llousing would be pursued; I am wond&ng if that 
is still a dream because I was told this same thing 

gears ago. It is true that I conducted the 
ing Committee to various sites in  St. h r g e ,  but 
there is no such thing as a housing programme or 

envisaged that there will be one Health Centre. The 
~rovisioll in the Five Year Plan for these Health 
Centres W@ $117,000 and I was under the impressiorr 
that this sum of money was for the provision of more 
than one Health Centre in St. Michael; here you a m  
allocating $100,000 for one Health Centre. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS : If the honourable mem- 
ber looks a t  page 19 of the Five Year Plan he will 
that there is an amount of $117,000 in respect of 
Health Centres. The m m  of $100,000 is in respect 
of the Health Centre in St. MichaeJ and $17,000 is 
in respect of the Health Centre for Speightstom. 

The question that Head I11 stand p a d  was put 
and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

HEAD W.-EDUCATION 

Hlead 1V.-Educationwas called. 
G- H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Heat3 

IV stand pad. 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. 
Hon. C. E. TALMA: Before you put the ques- 

tion, Mr. Chairman, I am asking leave to insert a new 
item-item "5 (a) Turner's Hall Junior School, 
$2,570." This School stands on an acre of land 
which is rented from Gregg Farm and it is now pro- 
Posed to acquire this land with an additional half an 
acre. 

Mr. MILLER: I am wondering if the Govern- 
ment is willing to add a year to the school-leaving 
age in respect of the Richmond School. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Whatever we may think, 
we cannot have the same knowledge as a person 
who Can fill the  role of Principal. On that point 
We will go into the matter and when the principal 
'OmeS we get his advice. 

The question that. Head I V  stand part  was 
put and resolved in the without divis- 
ion. 
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senior member for  St. Andrew be Chairman of Com- 
mittees temporarily. 

Leave having beell granted the hollourable 
sc-nior member for St. Andrew took the Chair. 

HEAD V.-AGRICULTURE 

Head V-Agriculture-was called. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Head 

V stand part. 
Hon. Dr. CUMIbfINX 1 beg to second that. 
Mr. F. 1;. \NALCOTT: I am asking the hon- 

ourable Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisher- 
jes to pay attmtion to the matter of boat 
building. Many fishermen are not repaying their 
loalls m d  1 am asking that the Government con- 
sider the question as to whether t h q  are pur. 
s m ~ g  a wise policy. The matter has reached a 
stage where the Governlnalt will find i t  very d i3 -  
cult to recover {the loans and I am asking the hon- 
 oura able Minister to give smious attention to the 
policy of =tending loans. You are not getting 
any proper return for the expenditu~e of this 
money. 

As to the of Markets, the Eagle Hall 
Market has been approved and it is a pity that 
the Government could not have put the Market a 
little further irom the road. I svould like to say that 
this is one of the projects on which the Govern- 
ment has not thought of spending more money 
this  year. You do not want to take five years in 
order to erect a market; you need a market at 

authority a list of the names of people who have 
been displaced; I expect that that courtesy will 
be extended to the Union. That is what obtains in 
Great Britain to-day and I do not expect that  less 
than that  will be done by the Government. 

As regards the tenantry roads, we are spend- 
a lot of money in this direction. There are many 
people who are just using mar1 in building roads 
and if you called for  a survey within the past four 
years you will see what the position is. I think 
that this matter should be investigated. YOU do 
not want to build tenantry roads which will not 
last; heavy traffic is not being used on these roads, 
but YOU will find that  a tenantry road is built now 
and within a few years' time you have to carry out 
major repairs to it-  

Mr. MILLER: I t  is unfortunate that we arf 
asked to vote $60,000 in respect of the Runway at 
seawell Airport. The note to this item says: 

"Provision for relaying 60 feet, central strip of 
~vt'stern end of runway (Station 1-2.000) with rein- 
forced concrete slabs; programme expected t o  take 
about four years.'' 

As we know, this runway has cost this island a 
fortune. I should like to know if the repairs to this 
strip will be handled by the Department of Highways 
and Transport or by Messrs. Harriman & Company. 
The sum of $60,000 is a quite a lot to be spent in this 
Ciirection. 

As regards the tenantry roads, I know that these 
roads are being repaired in St. Miehael, but what 1 about the tenantry roads i11 St. George? I do not 

Probyn Street and i t  mould be a good thing if the know if I could persuade the honourable Minister t o  
Government could spend more money in meeting 
two othm markets because that xxrould help to 
relieve unen~ployment. 

Mr. MILLER: What has been said by the 
honourable junior member for St. J?eter I heard 
myself, but we want the motor type of fishing craft. 
I believe that we could do a lot more in the  way 
of fishing if we would increase the amount of 
money. 

On the question of markets, I hope the Gov- 

visit that parish before the money is allocated; I am 
il:terested in the tenantry roads in  St. George, St. 
.Ioseph and other parishes and I am wondering jf 
the honourable member will bring down the necessary 
Ifgislation inlmediately so that these road3 can be 
dealt with. 

Mr. BRYAN: I will begin where I began when 
I spoke on the Supplementary Estimates in  respect 
of these tenantry roads. I want to praise the Gov- 
emment for the amount of work which has been done 

ernment will see fit to  erect a market on the Pro- in the island and particularly in St. Michael i n  rela- 
byn Street site; to put  a market in that  area tion to the tenantry roads and a t  the same time I 
mould be something of tremendous value to the want to add my quota of praise to the Director of 
community. I have no doubt that the Government 

ing a market in that  area. 

lllghways and Transport. However, I want to re- i 
will be willing to examine the possibility of erect- 

C- E. I can assure 
members that the points which have been made 
have been n o t d .  As regards fisheries, in aug 
future development consideration will be given t o  
t he  provision of motor-driven boats. 

The question that Head V stand part was 
a n d  resolved in the affirmative without division. 

I-IEAD VI-COMMUNICATIONS 

Head VI-Communications-was called. 
Hon. G.  H. ADAMS: I beg to move that  Head 

V1 stand part. 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I ask leave to change the 

amount of item 6, "Bar to Careenag$' from $10,000 
t o  $19,000. 

There being no objection, leave was granted 
the honourable member. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I was not in the island 
when this matter was debated, but I understand 
employment for  some of the people who have lost 
that  there is a movement being made to provide 
c~nployment on account of the shipment of molasses 
in bulk. I would like to know what method the 
Government proposes to adopt in the recruitment 
of labour. The Gove~nment should be prepared 
t o  have the Trade Union to  submit to the proper 

nlind the ~ i ~ i ~ t ~ ~  for Communications of the critic- 
isms which I levelled a t  the time when we were con- 
sidering those Supplementary Estimates. One of 
those criticisms was that the listing of tenantry roads 
in St. Michael is, to my way of thinking, outmoded; 
I am supe that the honourable ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~  has come 
across some roads in  the parish, which do not appear O i l  

the list a t  all. The next thing is the system of priority ; 
there are areas which have been sold otut and 
has not reached them. I should like to draw attention 
to places like Chase's Land, Peterkin's Road, Nurse's 
Land and others in  respect of which I took the 
signatures of residents to the Department of High- 
\-Jays and 

I would be glad to hear what steps have been 
taken to have these roads repaired. There was an 
allocation of over $49,000 to be spent on roads and 
I would like to know if there is any balance of this 
money or if all of it h@ been spent. If any of this 
money has been left, I am asking the honourable Min. 
ister not to allow it to lapse i n  the Treasury; there 
are roads on which money could be spent before the 
end of the financial year. 

As regards item 3, "Flood Prevention Works," 
the note says: 

"Revote of the provision made i n  thle 1953-54 
Estimates for sinking of suck wells and provision of 
$20,000 for  the canalisation of the Constitution 
Swamp and the construction of two dams." 
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Hon. M. E. COX: I can assure the honourable 
junior member for St. John that I am quite willing 
t c ~  go and see these sites he has mentioned. There is, 
nowever, a hitch in the matter and it is that where 
the Highway Commissioners exist i t  is their duty to 
recommend to the Government what tenantry roads 
should be repaired in  the respective parishes. After 
that, the Department of Highnzys and Transport is 
responsible for the selection of roads to be  give^ 
priority treatment. 

There is a suck well in  the Kew district whlch is 
giving trouble and with the mention of the canalisa- 
tlon of the Constitution Swamp. I am reminded of 
the Hawkins Pond in  respect of which I have had 
complaints made to me about the breeding of mos- 
quitoes in the area. There have been heavy rains as 
a result of which people's stock have been carried 
i;way. At one time some attempt was made to remedy 
the existing state of affairs but the attempt failed be 
cause of some difficulty with the owner of the land. 
However we have the Compulsory Acquisition Act 
which can be used to surmount that difficulty; I hope 
tkrat something will be done to bring about relief tr 
the ~ e o p l e  in this area. A t  the moment storm watel 

being pumped from the area in Pickwiek Gap. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Welch Village is one of the 
largest villages in  the parish of St. John and there is 
a road there, which, if constructed, would seIlre a 
large number of people ; i t  would be one of the mean? 
of employing many people who would not get work 
cttherwise. I sincerely hope that the Government will 
lindertake the construction of that road; it would be 
an admirable means of keeping down unemployment 
after the crop season. A road is from Ken- 
ual to Cliff and its construction would afford substan 
t!al employment for  people. 1 hope the Minister 

My colleague has mentioned somfe roads which 
were dealt with in a Supplementary Resolution. I re- 
member the roads; a t  Carrington's Village and a t  Ken 
sington; the honourable member said that the system 
of giving priority to roads should be abandoned. 1 
have made a check and I have found to my surprise 
that these roads were never on the list. These tenantries 
were sold out and when the survey was taken these 
roads were not put on the list for  repairs. The 
roads a t  Carrington's Village are badly in need of 
~ e p a i r  and while i t  is true that we cannot repair 
all the roads *at one time, yet we can repair some of 
them. I know that people are petitioning the Gov- 
ernment relative to the repair of roads; I mentioned 
earlier that we v d l  bring down a Bill for the purpose 
of putting the roads in  St. Joseph under the snper- 
vision of the Gbvernment. 

HEAD VII-MISCEILLANZOUS 

Ilead VII-AIiscellaneous was called. 
Hon. G. 21. ADdhlS : I beg to move that Head 

V11 stand part.  
Hon. Dr. CUMI\iilNS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I am wondering if the 

honourable Minister call say where it is proposed 
to erect these Government Offices. Another point is 
that I agreed to this matter of youth employment i n  
Executive Committee, but I have given some thought 
to the niatter of the appointment of a Youth Em- 
ployment Officer and I am asking the honourable 
&I.inister if he thinks the mlatter should be pressed 
now. 1 find that what you really need in, the Labour 
Depafirnent is more officers to deal with this day t o  
day problelll; I would lilie to know whether the hen- 
ourable Minister thinks that this matter needs the 

. priority which is given to  it. 
I should like to know whether the G-overnment 

proposes to utilise the Central Foundry's site for 
the erection of any of these buildings. I do not 
tl:ink that the Government can afford the wastage 
n hich is going on in this expensive area: the erection 
cot '  Barclay's is enough to give the Government an 
idea as to whether they can do anything with the 

As regards the Bar to the Careenage, a con- 
tractor, Mr. S d l ,  has 'b'een given the corutract for 
widening and deepening this Bar. This job is a sort 
of one-man's job and i t  does not afford employment 
for many people. 

\gill give these matters serious attention. 1 Crntral Foundra's sitp. I think we should avoid 

Mr. F. L. IVALC'OTT: I was not in the House a? 
the time, but from the argument which I understand 
was used, I will tell the honourable member that you 
cannot have a B w d  vieing with the Government 1 
as to  what is to be done i n  the matter of unemploy- 
ment. The Government will have to  face the prob- 
lem because a Board cannot provide work so as to 
employ people; that is the function of the Govern- 
ment. No matter how the Board is comprised i t  
clannot help in this mlatter because i t  has not got 
any facilities. 

The question $hat Head V1 stand part was put I 
and resolved in the affkmative without division. 1 

as far as possiblk any single revote as regards these 
n-orks. 

Mr. MILLER: This is the first time that we 
have had all these promises made and I hope that  
everything will be all right; the Blinisters are agree- 
ing to everythieg so as to get the Estimates through. 
I should like to say that the Post Office i n  St. h r g e  
is something disgraceful; it is something which could 
be used for a horses sta'ble. The Government has 
erected a new Posf Office a t  Welches, they go to 
Christ Church and spend money, they have the aid- 
ed self-help scheme in St. Lucy and the hon. senior 
nlernber for St. James is laughing because he does 
~ o t  even have to ask any questions and he gets some- 
thing done in his parish; I want to know when will 
the Government give consideration as t o  the erection 
of a Library and Post Office in St. George. I know 
the hon. IiLinister will say that this is the teething 
period and they mill come to the fledgling period. 

As regards the V.H.F. Equipment, I am won- 
dering if i t  is necessary to spend ,all this money in  
that direction; we made a desperate fight for this 
equipment but  I do not know if we should spend 
all this money on this equipment. 

Mr. HOLDER: I can assure the hon. member 
that l have to fight for St. James just as ha does 
for St. George; I am very glad to  see that at lwt we 
11-ill get ail extension of the Police Station at  Hole- 
town. The conditions existing there could not be 
worse and I hope that after the Police Station has 
been dealt with, attention will be given to the Post 
Office; because i t  would be bad to leave the Post 
Office in its present condition. I should like to  men- 
ticm tba<t lots of packages which are sent to people 
mid placed a t  the Post Offlee arn attacked by rats; 
the erectioii of a proper building for the Post. Office 
would be something which would be worth while. 

Mr. F. L. WALPGOfL'T: I n  connection with item 
10, "3Xinisttvial Buildings", the note says: "Half 
the preliminary estimate of the cost of new accom- 
modation to house the Premier and two other Minis- 
ters, the Chief Secretary and the Attorney Gene& 
and their staffs." We cannot tell the Government 
who is to be put into these buildings, but  I should 
lilie to ask: "Why is i t  that the Premier and the 
four Ministers cannot be housed in these buildings 
and the Chief S'ecretary and the Attorney General 
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remain where they are?  Personally, I do not fa,vour 
this idea; you ara having the 1Vu11iscers in correla- 
tlon with tlie Premier anu i t  seems GU me that ivuuln- 
terial J3uildlngs snoulci be JGLI~I~L~I.IC~I ~5UlIu1~1gb. I 
cannot see wny the Chief Secretary and the Hctor- 
ney General cannot remain where they are unless 
you will have aceomrnodation in the whole scheme 
of buildings. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: As regards this V.H.F. 

buildings when you can take the $140,000 and bu$ij 
some massive structure which prosperity would look 
a t  and enjoy. Why can't all the ministries be how& 
~n one b u i l h g ?  

Hon. G. b. ADAMS : The whole object of 
ministerial s ta tw is that i n  the long run  each min- 
ist* should be independent and should r u  his 
own particular department. Mr. Turner pointed 
out and i t  was also incorporated in the general 

&quipmeat, it is considered necessary to have this 
additional equipment for the police Uepartmeiit. I n  
aonnection with the Ministerial Buildings, I do not 
know any part  of the world where all the Ministers 
have offices together; there is no particular virtue 
in putting all the Ministers together unless you 
start to build a Governmental compound. The 
Registry should be near the Law Courts a d  the 
Chief Justice, but i t  is not necessary to have the 
police courts ,next to the Chief Justice; and you 
put  your Customs House near the place where people 
kl1d. ~t is a good thing to have the Chief secretary 
and the Attorney General close together. A present 
suggestion which will find favour with all the Min- 
isters, and I hope with the Assembly, is to put the 
Ministerial Building s facing- the Esplanade. (F. 
F. L. WALCOTT: That is too far) .  It is impos~lble 
to conceive of any spot which is not of necessity 
further than  some other spot. I must point out7 
however, that there is no particular virtue in the 
Ministers being in the same building. 

F. L. WAI;ICOTT: This note indicate 
that accommodation can be rnzde for all the Min. 
istern. since what has happened in British Guiana 
there is the 'belief that all the &finistcrs are 
together they will not do their work and if you 
split them up each ~ i ~ i ~ t ~ ~  has to do his work. 
In Trinidad all the Ministers are put  together & 
here lvhere you are setting out to build Ministerial 
blooks I do not where anybody should be 
supreme to the Ministers. If you envisage that a 
building ean aoeommodate as many as five mnisters, 
I do not see why they should be separated. m5.k 
it can be said that any Minister would like to work 
in the vicinity of the Esplanade because it is a 
good site and the scenery is fine, 1 do not think that 
the Premier would seriously that there is no 
more suitable site than Bay Street for the setting 
up  of these offices. Of when the 
comes lac debate whether we agree 
the site Or not. I do not apee that there is 
particular virtue in  putting all the Ministers to 
gether; if You are erecting a building which can 
house five Ministers, I cannot see why all the lNin- 
is ten ccannot be housed there and let the Chief 
Ieoretary and the Attorney remain where 

are. That suggestion hae come the 
Premier; he and the Ministers sit together i n  the 
House and why can't they work together in the 
same building? If there is no  articular virtue in 
having the Ministers together, there is no particular 
virtue in not having them togethef. 

Mr.  MILLER: Like the honourable member 
who has just spoken, I too think there is no  point in 
having to provide $140,000 to house four ministries. 
Are you afraid to build on the Central Foundry 
site because i t  is near to the water edge? Why not 
take a leaf out of the book of the contractors who 
are erecting Barclay's Bank? Why not ask M m m  
Ash & Watkins or Mr. Anthony $h&, Architects, 
to  come and give you some advice? Ask the advice 
of people who are real architee% and engineers; 
do aot worry about advice from people who are 
cnly experts. The honourable Premier in  his reply 
brought the bad example of building four build- 
Ings. What is the 0bjec.t of butlding four $3,000 

I directive that although the office of the P h e r  
should be as close possible to t h ~  of the Colonial I secretary, F5nancial Secretary and Attorney (;tea- 
eral, and the offices of the other Ministries s b d d  
be near a t  hand, it was essential for the develop- 
ment of the individuality of the other NLin~i~ten 
that they should not be situated, as  they were, in ~XIC~ 

other's pockets. I t  was strictly pointed out that 
the less each Minister sees one another, the more 
likely the ministerial system Would succeed. There is 

virtue in brhging  them together. You can run 
Your ministerial system better if eaeh Minister ir 

away from his colleague than if they room 
next door to one another. Save for the time when 
they are called upon to sit down together, they should 
not see each other. That is how this, Ministerial system 
should develop. What we are doing is a compromise. It 

be a bit too expensive us if we 
five separate buildings. I hope honourable memt ers 
will see that this is a compmmise. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, the 
honourable Premier made a remark about there is 
no virtue in bringing the ministers together. I won- 
der if the honourable member realises that ministers 
Can work in the saine ministerial block without effect- 
ing the efficiency of the ministries. I n  British Gui- 
an", the Ministries are situated in  one block of offices 
with the of one of them. 1 do agree &hat 
in countries, like London, i t  would not be easy 

house them all in one block. AS a matter of fact, 
ministries the Home (h?ernment have gt'Ol%rn Up 
on a different system. I do not think that the 8 a a i -  
ca system of accommodation of ministries is a good , to quote. As a matter of fact, Jamaica has 
one of the worst parliament buildings in the West 
Indies. The building was not built for a parliament 
building. I\ly point on this vote was that I was 
not suggeststing that you build a block of buildings 
for all the ministries: it was that of As 
the ministries are a t  present housed, there cannot be 
any suggestion that each ministry is not independent 
because they are located in one stretch of the public 
~ ~ i l d i ~ ~ .  They are all of each other 
because minister is in a room by himself and 

ministry is an independent unit. The Ministers 
do not see one another so far as work is 
SO they being housed in one blook of buildings 
interfere with the efficiency of the they have 
to perform. 

Mr. COX: Mr. Chairman, the honourable 
junior member for St. Ge0rg.e enquired about the 
 sing. of the Central Foundry site for the erection of 
a building for government offices. I would like to  
illform him that an Accommodation Committee has 
been sitting for some time to recomnlend to Govern- 
ment the necessaW requirements for offices and the 
Places in which those offices should be situated. The 
Central Foundry site has been recmmended as one 
of the sites for the erection of government offices. I 
believe the erection of a building on that site is in 
the second phase of buildings that are to be erected. 
The offices for the Registrar, Provost Marshal and 
other such officers are proposed to be erected in the 
building which is now occupied by the Waterworks 
Department. I t  is felt that  the land bkhind the 
bond house a4t the Public Market will be a suitable 
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site for the erection of a building to house the 
W,a<terworks Department and the various vehicles 
and equipment which are used by pe'ople who are 
employed at  that Department. 

As the honourable Premier has said, it is also 
hoped to remove the Bay Street Boys' School from 
that building and to erect a new Bay Street Boys' 
School on the opposite side of the Bay Estate. The 
present school building will be utilised for a, minis- 
try. That is all I can say a t  this stage so far  as 
Government offices are concerned. 

With regard to the point raised by the hca- 
ourable senior member for St. James, I have already 
promixd him privately to take i t  up with the Cola- 
nial Engineter to see whether i t  could be effected in 
the manner he suggested If that is so, Government 

have to come back for a vote' 
1 am that the honourable senior member f o ~  

George is not in his place' He asked about a 
new Post Office for St. George. As f a r  as  I can re- 

Postmaster has made 
mendatiom for a building in St. George, St. John 
and other It is hoped to have them con- 
structed in the immediate future; the St. John Post 
ofice which is considered to be the worst, will be 
erected in the present financial year. of course, I 
would like to see all of them erected this year but 
it is an  impossibility. I lvill asscre the honourable 
junior member for s t .  peter that I will se to it 
along with the Colonial Engineer that many pea- 
ple as possible get work on these projects and I hope 

(A VOICE : What about travelling allowance ?) 
That xvas not oversighted. Naturally, that officer 

117ould hava to visit Friendly Socleties to see their 
books and to look into their methods and give his 
considerations. & I have said, Ifhat we are thinking 
today of is a temporary post. As is known, an officer 
holding a temporary post is not eligible to travelling 
allowance but he can get travelling expenses and 
that is what is recommended. We have recommend- 
ed the sum of $300 for which provision will be made 
under Item, No. 46. I am asking that the sum of 
$2,500 which is set out against that item be increased 
to gd.800. With these amendments, I 'beg to move 
that the sum of $54,264 be voted under this Head. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Nr.  F. L. WALCBTT: I cannot quite agree 

with the honourable Minister of Social Services that  
I t  was only a question of salary xvhich caused this 
matter to be postponed. If the honourable Minis- 
ter had listened to my speech carefully, he would 
have observed that I said that while the principle of 
having such an 'Ecer was upon, yet it 
do the the 
Societies, if Government postponed the matter until 
lcter so as to give honourable members the oppor- 
tunity if it be only to re-read the ~ e ~ o r t  on ~ r i e n d l ~  
Societies by Mr. Wells. I did stress that we should 
discuss this matter a t  some future date. I do not 
want to commit myself on the matter 'but this ap- 
I ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  be On a because 

l Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, That is 
Horn. DT. CUMA'IINS: You will remember, Mr. the point I forgot to mention and I am glad that  

if we beat the clock in the carrying out of these pro. the honourable Minister knows as well as I do that 

Lome more money to carry out further work. 
l jects that the House would be good enough to vote the Friendly societies Act as i t  now stands pro- 

l 
 ides for an inspector. I am sure the honourable 

The question t h t  the sum of $609,404 be vokd Ibfinister Would not Want to take informatioll from 
under this Head was put  and resolved in  the affirm- me, but I would say that You shouldl not even do 
ative without division. 

I 
rnything based on the old antiquated Act; you 
should want to do something which is based on what 

HEAD XIV-JUDICIARY Mr. Wells recommended. 

Chairman, that Head XIV-Judiciary, was POP& 
poned in order to settle matters pertaining to 
Friendly Societies. On the last occasion when this 
Iiead was discussed, the honoura'ble junior member 
for St..Peter as well as the honourable senicor member 
for the City and the honourable senior member for 
St. George suggested that the salary for Inspector of 
Sriendly Societies which office was proposed to es- 
tablish was too small. Well, the matter was referred 
back to  the Executive Committee and as I have said 
cn that occasion, and will say again, the whole point 
is that this office is merely experimental from the 
point of vi* of how long it  will lwt. We are not 
quite sure about that and as a result, the Executive 
Committee bar agreed that the salaly of $2,280 will 

for the time being. It will provide for an 
officer who has just entered the Senior Grade. As 
a matter of xactl we are hoping to second a n  officer 
from the Auditor General's Office to do the work 
and the scale of an officer in the Senior G'rade as 
what he be is $27280 120--g373,000- I 
that the honourable junior meniber for St. Peter 
well realises that all such salaries are now fixed to 
a, scale and to interrupt that scale and pitchfork 
that officer in  another salary scale may meet with 
general dissatisfaction in  the Service. I am therefore 
asking leave to add under the Head, Item 27 (a)-- 
Inspectoi. of Friendly Societies at  a salary of $2,280 
120-$3,000 and to put the figures 2,280 in the columil 
"To 'be voted." Under Item, NO. 30, C.0.L. Allow- 
anee instead of the sum $8,730 which is set down 

the honourabIe member mentioned it. I t  is propos- 
ed to reorganise the working of Friendly Societies- 
At present the Registrar of Friendly Socleties is 
Judge of the Assistant Court of Appeal and the 
work of Judge prevents that officer from being able 
to pay much attention to the work of Registrar of 
Friendly Societies. I t  is for that reason that Govern- 
ment has come down with this temporary Post of In- 
spector, because he will be able to point t o  us   her ever 
the necessity of improving the organisation arises 
"S he goes along with the job. As honourable 
members know, as soon as you start to do some- 
thing, YOU can see what i t  is developing into a s  
you go along and i t  is only then that you 
ea" find out what you want. Government envis- 
ages the overhauling of the whole Friendly Socie- 
ties Act. Government is thinking that  i t  should 
do away with Registrar of Friendly Societies being 
held by a judge of the ~ ~ ~ i ~ t ~ ~ t  court of ~~~~~l 
and that the whole question of Friadly Societies 
be made a department of aovernment. ~h~~~ 
things will be seen in a clearer light as  we go along 
and that is why i t  is essential t o  start as  soon a s  
we can. I hope this explanation will satisfy the 
honourable member. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, i t  is not 
going to do Government any harm to postpone this 
matter until a further date. I do not like to agree 
to anything being placed in the Estimates when 
that something was not placed in the Estimates 
a t  the beginning. I particularly said that to do 

I justice to this matter, honovrable members should 
to be voted that the sum be changed to $8,886 on I be given the opportunity of reading the Report 
account of making provision for cost of living al- on Friendly Societies by Mr. Wells and studying it 
lowance for the officer. 1 before debating the question. I will say now tha t  
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if the honourable Minister of Social Services in- i; he going to do? A11 you are saying that he i~ 
@st with his amendments to this Head tonight, going to  check up  the books of Frlendly Societies. 
debate on i t  is going to last very long because I What can he implement if he does that alone? Whatt 
am going to call for  the Report on this matter is wanted now is somebody to instruct some of thw 
and read sections of it to show why I cannot agree friendly societies how to carry out their functions. 
to the post being included in the manner stated. dir, thls matter was objected to on the last evening, 
The mere fact that you are inserting i t  now when llow you are pushing i t  through when the only hon- 
you have not thought of doing so before in the long ourable members who would have anything to do 
history of Friendly Societies and since you have i t  are members of the Government and 

, instituted the law shows that  it is not right. The members of the party in power. I will a& the Clerk 
law made provision for  an  Why all of the House a t  this stage to get me a copy of the 
this time have YOU not appointed aJ1 inspector? Report on Friendly Societies by  Mr. & &Zrs. Wells. All that you have done is to say that one of the Novi, the Friendly Societies Act of 1905 speaks 
Judges the &'stant C'ourt be about inspection. 1 6  is stated under Section 74:- 
Iiegistrar of Friendly Societies. What is the point "Upon the application of one-Gfth of the whole 
of asking me to assent tonight to something which number of members of a registered or of a y  
you say is only a nature? I s  this an branch thereof, or  up011 his own initiative, the Regig& 
eaergency? It is no point of asking me to do so at trar may- 
this stage. This is not a matter just of salary for (1) appoint one of more inspectors 'to es- 
that officer. 1 would not be doing justice to myself ,mine into the affairs of such society or of any branvh 
if I agree with this provision now- And again, thereof and to report thereon, who may require the 
there are other members whose views were different production of all or any of the books and documenis 
to mine on this matter, but they are not presenl of the society and may examine on oa$h its officers, 
in  this Chamber now to express themselves. Their members, agents, and servants in  relation to its busi- 
views should also be taken into consideration by ness and may administer such oath according1y; or 
G~overnment. It is no fault of mine that Govern- (2)  call a special meeting of the society or of 
ment did not make up  its mind about this matter any branch thereof in such manner and at such time 
before but i t  should not use these Estimates, a s  a and place as t;he Registrar may direct, and may direct 
means of in t rodcing  anything of so vital a matter wbat matters shall be discussed and determined on at 
a s  this. such meeting which shall have all the power6 of a 

(A  VOICE: Government has expressed its meeting called according to the rules of the society, 
policy on this i n  the Five Year Plan.) and shall in  all cases have power to aplpoint its own 

What is in the Fhe-Year Plan about this that chairman, any rule of %,he society to tihe contrary not 
you have explained? Look how many things that withstanding- 
you have had to come and explain fully to this l Provided that- 
House although you wrote something about them in (a) the application herein mentioned shall 
the Five-Year Plan. Point to me of anything that be supported by such evidence for  the purpose of 
iq  in the Five-Year Plan that explains this matter. showing that the applicants have good reasons 
%%en something was written in the Five-Year for requiring such inspection to be made or  meet- 
Plan on Friendly Societies, we had jus:t received the ing '' be and that are not actuated 

by malicious motives i n  their application, and Wells Report but the Government has not dealt with such notice thereof shall be given to Me it. Let u s  see what is i n  the Five-Year Plan 
the Bball about this matter. Just  as with ministerial (b) hhe Registrar way if he thinks fit re- buildings, did you state in the Five-Year Plan that qui, the applicants to give for the 

you were going to  put new parliamentary buildings of the pmposed inspection or  before 
a t  the ~ s ~ l a n a d o ?  YOU have come today and said appointing any i n s p ~ t o r  or calling such you are doing that. When you said so today, was (c) all expenses of and incidental to any 
I not entitled to say that the best place for them such inspection or meeting shall be defrayed bv 
mould be out on Pelican Isla,nd ? 'the members applying for the same or out of 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS': All I said in my inter- the funds of the society or by the members cr 
ruption of the honourable member was that this is officers or former members or officers as  the Regis- 
not the first time that G~vernment decilared its t ra r  shall direct; 
intention on this mlatter; Government stated i t  in (d)  this section shall not apply to anyap-  
the Five-Year Plan. plication of a branch of a society, unless w$th the 

Mr. F. 14. WALCOTT: This is what is stated consent of the central body of such society." 
in  the Five-Year Plan 'relative to Friendly Mr. Chairman, you will see that this Act deals 
Societies :- with inspection of friendly societies and this is the 

"The extensive operations of friendly Act under which the honourable Minister proposes to 
"societies in the Island and the social work in- appoint this inspector. I f  for dl of this time it 
'"volved make i t  advisable that there should be \.,as not thought fit to appoint an  inspector of 
L L a whole time Government Inspector of friendly fliendly societies, why should Government insist on 
"soeieties. The recurrent expnditure is es- rak ing  prwision for one at this time? It is now 
"timated at  $3,600". early morning. We are  asking the inspector now 
NOW, s i r ,  you read that the estimated annual to perform duties that the Registrar is called upon 

expenditure was likely to be $3,6013. Obviously, the to do. The Registrar of Friendly Societies is the 
Government had before i t  when it put  in that, amount person who is empowered to call upon any Society 
the Wells Report and as it was planning for five to produce its books. AS can be seen, the duties of 
years, i t  had to put in something a'tiout it. But  this the R,egistrar are very wide under this Act. Here 
does not mean that the Government had dealt with is what the Act mys:- 
it thoroughly. I may say at  this stage that I would "The Registrar or any member or any 
be the last man to disagree with the proposition 'but person having an  interest in  the funds of a regis- 
we should be fully aware of what Government in- tered society or branch may inspect the books 
tends to do. To just put Inspector of Friendly Socie- at all reasonable hours a t  the registered office 
ties in  the Estimates and to pay someblody a salary of the society .or 'branch, or at  any place where 
of $2,280 per annum may be a waste of money. What I the books are kept, except that the member or 
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person shall not, unless he is a n  officer of the 
weiety or branch or is specially authorised by 
a resolution of the society o r  branch to do so, 
have the rlght to inspect the loan account of any 
other member without the written consent ok 
that member or of the Registrar." 
LW. Chairman, you are now putting something 

in  the Estimates for an Inspector of Friendly SO- 
cieties, but i t  is the Registrar who has the authority 
to inspect the books of Friendly Societies and the 
position today is that you cannot change the Act to 
put  these things in the hands of the Inspector. We 
bust also bear in mind that the Wells Report was be- 
fore ~overnmeii t  since the 15th my 1952. May I 
ask if i t  is reasondble for any G-~vernment t o  have a 
repart before i t  for two years for  something that 
is vital to the community without discwing i t ?  
Bear in mind also that the Minister of Social service6 
has been partly responsible for this department for 
the last six years. If any person who should have read 
this report and should be aware of what is its con- 
tents, i t  u~ould be the hon. Minister of Social $?er- 
vices; yet he cannot tell this Committee what are the 
contents of that report on this matter. I regard 
this as an injustice and that is why I am going to 
speak on i t  as long as I can. 1 cannot see the reason 
why the honourable IGnister is insisting on making 
provision for it in these Estimates. I t  is going to 
be a sad day for this country if it reaches the s t ~ e  
where instead of having parliamentary democracy 

We are of the opinion that in  order to give so- 
cieties and their members generally the benefit 
of the relevant statute, the registration of all 
friendly societies with a membership of over, 
say, =ven persons should be compnlsor~. There 
should be penalties upon the Officers oi Societies 
wno neglect to seek registration. " 

" Newly formed societies should be required 
to notify the Registrar immediately upon forma- 
tion and may then be given a period of grace of, 
say, six months, in order to enrol1 members and 
collect dues. There should be legal provision 
that, during this period of grace, their affairs are 
open to inspection by the Registrar. He could 
then advise them generally, and in particular in- 
struct them as to the proper form of accounts to 
be used." 
2. Kegzstrars 

"In  all coloiiies there should be a Registrar 
of Friendly Societies with staff a t  his disposal, 
sufficient for a proper oversight of the affairs of 
societies. This is a recommendation which we 
have developed in  greater detail i n  our various 
interim reports; some points involved are re- 
ferred to in the following paragraphs. 
3. Inspections 

" The Registrar of Friendly Societies should 
have the power to visit a society for  the purpose 
of inspecting its affairs on his own initiative, 
either in person or by proxy, withont notice 
given or cause shewn. He should have power 

a.: is practised in Great Britain, we have the merest / to inspect all books of account and documents, 
semblance of what is practised at the Kremlin where , and to demand the production of the cash held 
J ou have the politic'boro deciding something and 
the parliament having to accept it. 

I will now read some portions from the Wells 
Izeport. He reoommends as follows :- 

"We have from time to time in the course 
of this report referred explicitly or by implica 
tion to some of the measures which are in  our 
opinion necessary to improve the standing and 
usefulness of fiiendly Societies in the West 
Indies. ' ' I 

" In aim the ~ r i e n d l ~  societies here as 
where are admirable, and in the West Indies an 
especial value attaches to bodies semi% the 
needs of the poor, since these colonies are un- 
able a t  present to support the cost of social in- 
surance schemes. Clearly, however, institutions 
claiming to serve such a purpose must attain a 
reasonable standard of efficiency and good man- 
agement, otherwise they may well be an evil 
rather than a good. " 

"It is necesflry raise the genera' 
standard of management of societies throughout 
the West Indies. This will have to be done in 
the first place by legislation." 
Mr. this is a report for which 

and Mrs. have been paid to are 

by Officers for the purpose of checking it. T h e r ~  
should be penalties for any person obstructing 
him or his proxy. The Registrar should d s o  
have the power to attend either personally or by 
proxy any meeting of a Society." 

"In Colonies where the movement is con- 
siderably in size this recommendation could be 
carried out by attaching to the Registrar's staff 
olle or more inspectors .whose duty should be to 
pay visits to Societies from time to time. Their 
visits need not and should not al~vays be inquis- 
itorial in character, but they could also give the 
Officers of Societies friendly advice and help. 
We are Well assured from our experience that the 
existence of such Inspectors would be welcome by 
many Fkiendly Society Officers. ~ u c h  will of 
course, depend upon the ability and character 
of these Inspectors." 
N~~ chairman, all this is in the Wells; 

Report. C'an you sincerely tell me other than if you 
be a dictator of the w o r n  type that, you would be 
unwilling to $have this discussed before you 
bring measure to m&e a as that which 
are doillg? If you need a change-and you do need 
On+yOU should follow what is written here, that is, 
your Inspectom should be persolls able to give suggesting that we raise! the general standard of l friendly advice and help. They say: 

"much will, management Our 
legislature, I of course, depmd upon the ability and but what is now? The Government does 

not intend to deal with this report and the Minister 
in charge has put something under this Head to pro- 
vide for an Inspector and is saying that i t  is only 
a temporary measure and in  the course of time i t  
may be overhauled. If you want to deal with So- 
cieties wholly, why make provision in  this manner? 
The report says that the first thing that should take 
place is Ieaislation. I t  goes on to say :- 

"We recommend that the Ordinance or 
Laws in force should be revised to provide for 
the following matters :- 
l .  Compulsory Registration 

"We remarked above that registration of 

of these ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ . , ,  that is so because the 
Inspectom are the persons who have to carry out 
the work for the Registrar. I n  Trinidad, where the 
Friendly Societies are established and placed on a 
different basis to Barbados; where yon have a man 
in the person of Mr. Noel Bowen who is Registrar 
~f Friendly societies and a t  the same time Registrar 
of Trade Unions and who had some training in that 
respect in the United Kingdom, you will find that 
that coun.try has put its business on a proper foot- 
ing both as regards to Trade Unions and Friendly 
Societies. As I have said already, why is the hon- 
ourable Minister of Social Services insisting that 

friendly societies is not in all colonies obligatory. ' provision for  an Inspector should be included ir 
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these Estimatesf To show how important this matter 
was looked a t  when the honourable Premier ue- 
livered his Budget Speech, he never mentioned a 
word about it. These Estimates were drafted without 
it. Is this an afterthought? 

?'he specific r&erence which Mr. and Mrs. 
Wells made in  their report of Barbados is with regarcl 
to auditing. The paragraph reads as follows:- 

we discovered in our survey, the ap- 
propriate system of audit will differ according 
to the size of the movement, and the resources 
of the country. W,e also feel that, all other things 
equal, it is not desirable to make too radical 
changes. Accordingly, we have in our interim 
reports made recommendations in this matter 
designed to meet the needs of the 
colony without any 'pecia1 regard for 
ity throughout the CariYbean. These 
mendations may be briefly 
And this is what i t  says of Barbados:- 

"1n Baribedos, where audit is at  present 
undertaken by the Auditor-General, we 
sidered that  the existing system was satisfac- 
tory, and felt that there was no need to  change 
it." 
According to the report, you have Mr. and Mrs. 

tvells saying that in Barba,dos where the system 
.of audit is done by the Auditor General that i t  is 
satisfactory. This is the system by which the 
t r a r  can compel the societies to send in their books 
and have them audited; therefore, as an  inkrim 
measure out of the same Act, all that the Inspector 

recommendations. I do not like making t h s  corn* 
ment but i t  does appear to me that the honourable 
lVlinister of Social Services has not shown an interest 
In the matter because if he did, he would be able to 
make out a case for  inserting it under this Head ?t 
this particular time. What is in  the Five-Year Plan 
has nothing to do with this question.   his a+tempt 
to i0rCe this matter in  these estimates should be re- 
sisted and 1 am going to resist i t  as a matter of 
prlnciple. 

Mr. Chairman, 1 regard this matter as one, that 
should be postponed. It is too substantial a matter 

be with I am registering my disap- 
proval of i t  a t  this stage on two grounds; (1) The 
Government has not given the House of Assembly 
the full facts of the case; and (2) The Government 
has not given the Hoqse of Assembly the opportunity 
to examine the matter before coming to it with sal- 
ary proposals. This Government in its haste to get 
something through is not even prepared a t  this 
moment to say a t  what stage i t  is going to overhaul 
the working of friendly miet ies  and make amend- 
ments to the Act according to the Wells Report. It 
k doing nothing but  putting money in the Estimates 
to provide for an Inspector. The Inspector can do 
very little a t  this stage to help friendly societies in 
this Island. He cannot give them any advice. As 
it appears to me, this is purely a waste of money alld 
a waste of time. Although i t  might be passed, i t  is 
still a good thing that we have a system where one 
can express his feelings and the Government cannot 
have i t  all its own way  I consider the circum- 

I ~ tances  of this matter just like one of those histo$ical 

really concerned about the work and who know 
something about it. It is for reasons like' these that 
I feel this matter should be discussed and not hurried 
through as we are doing now. YOU have down 
R salary scale of $2,280 X 120-$3,000 for  thls Inspec- 
tor. What basis have you adjudged that salary to?  
How hav,e you come to the conclusicn that it is a 
right salary to pay? You have not told us that. 

Now in  this island, you have the Director of 
Agriculture who is also Registrar of Co-operative 

APPROPRIATION BILL, 1952 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 

leave to  take Item No. 12 as the next order of the 
day. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next order of the day 
stands in the name of the honourable Premier: 
Second reading of a Bill t~ grant a sum of money 

when appointed can do is what the Regi<strar tells him , 
to do. Sir, I am taking a very serious view of this 
method which the Government is doing in dealing 
with this matter. They have some members who re- 
gard a seat in this House of Assembly better thaml 
t ru th  and principles. I feel we tvould be re*ning 
to slavery if we accept dictatorship. I do not want 
to see it in this House of Assembly and that is why 
I am going to express my views fearlessly. I f  I come 
'here and have to express somebody else's views, 
well then, I will prefer not to be a member of this 
Chamber. 

I n  Trinidad, the healthy development of friend- 
lY societies depends to a great extent on the Regig- 
trhr. AS I have said, he is specially trained for the 
purpose. As you are aware, the Registrar of Barbados 
is not a person who is trained for  this work; he is 
a judge, but he can be a magistrate or a solicitor; 
thereby this job being just something added to his 
duties, he may not c a x q  any special interest in  this 
mork. I consider this as one of the social services 
which should have persons looking aster i t  who are 

cases where YOU find people joining with each other 
to something which they know is obviously wrong. 
It is not always that the something which they do is 
17rong but the principle is wrong. Sometimes it is 
done in the hope of getting rewards. A t  this stage, 
Mr. Chairman I beg to move that you now report pro- 
gress and ask for leave for the Committee to s i t  again. 

The question that the sum of $54,264 be voted 
~ n d e r  this Head was put  and resolved in  the a6r-a- 
tive without division. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : I beg to move Mr. Chair- 
man that YOU do now report the passing of resolu- 
tions ill Committee totalling $11,767,574 for the 
services of the Colony according t o  the Estimates 
for the year 1954-55. 

Hon. M. E. COX seconded the motion which wag 
agreed to. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN reported to Mr. SPEAKER who re- 
sumed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

On separate motions of Honourable G. H. AD AM^, 
seconded by Honourable M. E. Cox the R~~o lu t ions  

m were read a first and second time and were agreed to. 

Societies and your Registrar of Friendly Societies out of the Public Treasury and to appropriate the 
-is ~ u d ~ e  of the Assisstant Court of Appeal: there- same for the service of the colony for the year ending 
fore, i t  can be said that you have a scrt of "hilggily- the 31st March 1955. 
~igpi1-y" system in which the Registrar of Friendly I Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, this next 
"Societies is a lawyer and the Registrar of Co-opera- 
tive Societies is an agriculturist. 

Sir, every line in the Report on Friendly SO- 
cieties by Mr. and Mrs. Wells should encourage any 
Government which is interested in seeing that friend- 
-1y societies fulfil their obligations to the people to 
~ e a d  and study i t  and then to implement some of the 

order is a Bill intituled an  ~ c t  to grant a cqrtain 
sum of money out of the Public Treasury and to 
qpropr ia te  the same for the service of the Colony 
for the year, 1954--55, ending on the 31st day of 
March, 1955. I beg to move that this Bill be now 
refad a second time. 

Hon. M. E. Cox seconded the motion. v 
! 
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Barbados Development Board . . . . $250,000 
&lotor Tractors - Peasants . . . . 15,000 
Pig Breeding - Departmental Scheme . . 1,000 
Mental Hospital Farm . . . . . . 33,801) 
Abattoir and Cold Storage . . . . 10,000 
Housing - Civil Servants . . . . 200,000 
Self-Help Housing Scheme . . . . 120,000 

$629,000 

The questioli that this Bill be now read a second 
time was pnt and resolved in  the affirmative without 
ciivision. 

Hon. C. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
move that Tour EIonour do now leave the Chair and 
the House go into Committee on this Bill and that 
the instructions be when the Bill is in  Committee 
that i t  be taken as read. 

Hon. M. E. Cox seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair and the House went 
illto Committee 011 the Bill, %'b. SMITH being in the 
Chair. 

G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chaiman, in  view of 
the direction given I beg to move that the Clerk 
call out the number of the section of the Bill and 
that the sums of the total be taken as read. 

Hon. M. E. 'OX seconded the motion which wac 
taken as read. 

I think last year we begm the system of doing 
it this way, which is considered the appropriate way. 
I l jeg to  move that this Resolut~ion do now pass. 

Hon. M. E.  COX : I beg to second that. 
Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Chairman,- reading the ad- 

dendum to this Resolution I see among the Items 
c~vered  by i t  "Housing- Civil Servants" and the 
@mount of $200,000 set out against it. I am somewhat 
worried about this money because sometime in 
1949-50 this House dealt with an  address asking for 

sb housing loan for Civil Servants and it was agree& 
to. The sum of $500,000 was provided in the Five- 
Year Plan for that purpose and last year the sum 
of $200,0'00 was put down in the Estimates, but 
cone of this money was spent and what we have now 
provided in this year's Estimates is just a revote. I 
made enquiries into the matter and found out that 
the reason why nothing has been donq is because the 
matter was awaiting regulations. Civil Servants are 
very worried over i t  and a t  the last meeting of the 
Civil Service Association, a v i l  Servants made en- 
quiries through their Vioe-President over t$is delay. 
I would be very pleased if Government would seek 
t s  get these regulations governing the way in  which 
loans should be made to Civil Servants for housing ,, speedily as possible, so that civil Servants 
are eagerly awaiting the opportunity of obtaining 
loans would be able to relieve themselves as quickly 

twenty acres of land a t  Cave Hill. There 
mould be no question of any of the tenants having- 
to m o ~ ~ e  their houses. The people there wei-e given 
the assurance that Government would be purchasing 
tlla land. 

Mr. BRYAN: They may have been given that 
assurance but I knew nothing about it. 

The question that the Resolution do now pam 
was put and resolved in t,he affirmative without 
division. 

- I as possible of the strain which they undergo to pro- 
Clauses 1 to 6 inclusive were called and passed vide rent. 

Oln the motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded' 
by Hon. M. E. Cox, the CHAIRMAN reported the pass- 
i ~ g  of one Resolution in Committee. 

The Schedule was called and passed. 
On the motion of Honourable G. H. ADAMS, sac- 

onded by Honourable M. E .  Cox, the CHMRMAN re- 
ported the passing of the Bill in  Committee. 

&. resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

On separate motions of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Sec- 
ollded b ~ r  Honourable M. E. Cox, in each case the 
Bill waa read a third time and passed. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I propose 
to take Item No. 1, of Order No. 2, a t  this stage. 1 
am therefore asking leave to move that the House go 
into Committee of Supply. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

His Honour THE SPEAKER: The next ordel 
of the day stands in the name of the honourable 
Premier; To move the House into Committee! of 
Supply to consider sums of money for the Service of 
the Colony. 

Oh motion of Honourable G. H. ADAMS second- 
ed by Honourable M. E. Cox, the House went into 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

I also see provision made here for $120,000 to 
finance t h ~  self-help housing scheme. I am   leased 
to congratulate the Government on the scheme and 
i t  Can be seen from this Resolution that  Government 
does not intend to rest on its oars, but  intend to pro- 
ceed with further schemes throughout the length and 
breadth df this Island. Sometime ago-a Committee 
was set up to recommend suitable sites for this hous- 
mg scheme and as f a r  as I have been made to under- 
stand the Committee has reported. I understand 
among the sites recommended is an  area situated 
near St. Stephen Hill. It was on the 5th May, 1953, 
that I tabled questions connected with that area 
of land. I enquired of the Executive if i t  were aware; 
that this area of land was for sale and if so whether 
it would consider the advisalility of purchasing i t  
for the purpose of ( a )  securing the tenancy d the 
62 families now occupying the same and ('b') fur- 
ther developing the area so as to accommodate some 
of the hundreds of applicants for whom no house- 
spots are available at  the Pine and Bay Estatw. 
Those questions were tabled on the 5th May, 1953. 
This is March, 1954, and the Government up  to  now 
has not seen fit to answer those questions. I believe 

On motions of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seeonded Ijy 
Hon. M. E .  Cox, the Resolut(ion was read a first and: 
second time and agreed to. 

Committee of Supply, Mr. Smith being in the Chair. I this Govem,en t  is aware that if t<his land is sold 
Hon. Q. H. ADAMS: This resolution for tbe to some private individual, added to the difficulties, 

sum of $629,000 gives formal approval for the issue of the people who are renting it having to abandon 
of advances to meet certain expenditure for which their house-spots and look for money to remove their 

ered by the authority of a loan Act and the Advances 

l 
provision is made in the 1954-55 Estimates Part  11- - houses, they would have to look for money to repair 
Ciapital. The expenditure will in due course be cov- the houses as well. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: I would lilre to say that three 
will be repaid when the loan or loans are raised. v.reeks ago I gave authority to the ~~~~~y~ golicitor 

The items covered by this resolution are :- to purahase the site in question. The ahea is about 
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CONSIDERATION OF RESOLZIION curable members may remember that when tve were 
POSTPONED 

Afr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House r* 
sum& Committee of Supply, Mr. ~ M I T H  being in 

dealing with the salaries for Ministerial posts the 
honourable junior member for  the City suggested 
that i t  was infra dig to have warrants issued by the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee whereas the Act 

the Chair. should be the authority. A t  that time I smiled and 
I aaid; "You will hear something about that. " This 

REFUND OF CUSTOMS DUTY TO BOARD O.F GUARDIANS, 
ST. M I O H A ~ .  

Hon. G. H. ADAJIS: This Resolution is one t c  
place the sum of $344 a t  the disposal of the Gover. 
nor-in-Executive Committee to supplement the E s t i  
m,ates 1953-54, Pa r t  I-Cbrrent, as  shown in the 
Supplementary Eetimate which forms the Schedule 
to the Resolution in oonnection wih a refund of C w  
toms Duty to the Board of Poor Law Guardians of 
St.  Miehael. We make it a habit to  grant these re- 
funds. I beg to move that this Resolution do non 

Bill is what 1 was referring ,to. I11 addition to what 
I have said, there ara the L,etters Patent Clauw 5 
of which says that all moneys shall be issued by 
warrant under the hand of the Governor. You will 
'see that there is authority for  the payment of 
money under the Appropriation Act and there is 
also authority under the Executive Comlnittee ~ c t .  
I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second 
time. 

Hon.  M. E'. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MILLER: This is rather important legis- 

lation and since there is no immediate hurry for i t  
pass. I I do not think i t  would be well to pass i t  ollly with 

Hon. M. E. OOlX: I beg to second that. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I am sorry, Mr. Chair- 

man; I have been informed that this Resolution h a  
not been printed. I am therefore asking leave t c  
withdraw my motion. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
lion. member. 

~nembers of the Party being present. It would be 
better even if you had one member of the opposite 
I'arty present. I think this Bill deserves some de- 
bate and I am asking the honourable member to 
postpone the consideration of it. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : This is merely a mat- 
ter of our having gone on from year to year not 

On the motion *of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded carrying out the provisions of Section 16 of the I by Hon. M. E. C'ox, the CHAIRMAN reported the Act; it is merely a question of repealing that Sez- 
p s s ing  of one Resolution in Committee of Supply 

Mr. SPHAKE~ resumed the Chair and reported 
a cco~dingly. 

CJn motions of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded by 
Hon. M. E. Cox, in  each case, the Resolution passed 
in committee was read a first and second time and 
agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (ATdENDMENT) 
BILL, 1954. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 

tion of the Act which does not work. Now that 
we have Ministerial Status i t  is a part  of the pro 

I cess of eleaning u p  things and i t  seems to me tha-, 
this Bill should be passed at the same time that 
we pass the Appropriation Act. Section 16 of the 
Executive Committee Act says that warrants must 
be issued by the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
monthly before the payment of money but  that ha6 
not been done as f a r  as we have been able to trace. 
Soon after 1891 i t  was discovered that that pro- 
cedure was not workable; I drew to honourable 
members' ,attention the fact that we have gone on 

stands in the rime of the hon. senior member for 
s t .  Premier-- To move the second reading 
9f a Bill to amend the ~ x w u t i v e  Committee Act, 1891 

Hon. G H. ADAMS: The "Objects and 
Reasons" of this Bill state :- 

secjion sixteen of the Executive C'omw,,iib 
tee Act, 1891, cldms on the Government of t h ~  
Island requiring a warrant from the Governor-in. 
Rxecutive Committee to authorise payment must be 
mad0 up  and presented by the Accountant General 
to the Governor-in-Executive Committee a t  the close 
of each month, and the warrants must be issuea 
accordingly. 

Owing to the large increase in  the volume of 
Government transactions since 1891, it is no longex 
practicable to follow this procedure. 

This Bill accordingly seeks to abolish this pro- 
cedure, and the authority for issuing warrants 
vould then be the annual Appropriation Acts 
Section 2 of the Appropriation Act, 1952, is an 
example . ' ' 

I l bdieve I gave credit to Mr. Foster f@r 
making this discovery. Section (16 of tke Act says 
that warrants must be signed by the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee monthly and that implies that 
a warrant should be signed before the monej. can 
be paid. That has not been done in  recent years and 
maybe as f a r  'back as 1891; the warrants are always 
signed but the money has already been paid out.  
Tt is now proposed to abolish this system. There 
is a certain amount of history attached to this 
matter. We have just passed the Appropriation Bill 
authorising the Accountant General to pay out the 
-money whieh has been set out in  the Schedule. Hon- 

from time to time not adhering to that procedure 
and the Auditor General and Ihe Attorney Genera] 
have allowed it,. When the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee signs the warrant the money has been 
paid out already and rather than keep this imposi- 
tion on the Statute Book we eliminate i t  because i t  
has, served its purpose. 

The question that this Bill be now read a second 
timfe ww put and resolved in  the affirmative without 
division. 

On the motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded 
by Hon. M. E. COX, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, m ~ d  
the House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. 
S ~ T H  being i n  the Chair. 

Clause 1, the title Clause, was called. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Clause 

1 stand part. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MILLER: I feel that the consideration of 

this Bill should be p~s tponed;  to pass a Bill of thls 
nature with only the mhembers of the Party being 
present is, not fair to Christianity, democracy or 
a y t h i n g  else. The Premier is throwing out the olive 
blanch but he malies quite sure that every olive 
is in his hand. There is no immediate hurry for 
this Bill and that is not the spirit in which legisla- 
tion should be passed. I regard i t  as an  advantage 
if the Premier presses on over my request for  a 
postponement. This Bill will probably be passed 
quite easily but I think a member of the Opposition 
~110uld be in the House a t  the time. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The hon. member is pro- 
Foundly mistaken in trying to suggest that anybody 
1s pushing through'angthing; if the members of the 
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4-CCOUNTANT GENERAL'S (AMENDMENT) 
BILL, 1954 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
also stands in the name of the honourable senioz 
member for St. Joseph: Premier:- To move the 
second reading of a Bill to amend the Acsountant 
General's Act, 1951. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: This Bill follows on 
what we have just done. The "Objects and Reasons" 
skate: 

"By subsection (2) of section six of the Ac- 
countant General's Act, 1951, provision is made for 
payment of certain fixed claims lon the Government 
of the I sbnd  early in  the month. 

However, in making i t  clear that such payment 
cannot be made without the necessary warrant, the 
words used are "on the warrant of the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee."~~~hereas the warrant required 
IS sometimes that of the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
n,ittee and sometimes that $of the Governor. This 
Bill seeks to amend this provision in the Accountant 
General's Act, 1951, so as to make i t  clear that the 
reference is to the particular warrant appropriate 
ho the circumstances. " 

This is a cleaning-up process. I beg to move that 
this Rill be now read a second time. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: I beg to seeond that. 
On the ni80tion of Hon. G. H. ADANS seconded 

by Hon. M. E.. Cox, Mr. SPEAKEX left the Chair, 
and the House went into Committee on the Bill, 
Mr. SMITH being in the Chair. 

Clause 1 was called and passed. 

Opposition choose to walk out of the House then 
they walk out. We pass the Appropriation Bill, 
we discover that this Bill with which we are now 
dealiilg is uiiwol-kable and we try to clean up  such 
useless litter on the Statute Book. I t  is wrong to 
suggest that this Government is doing anything un- 
democratic. 

Mr. MILLER : I have simply said that having 
regard to a Bill of this type which will have its 
consequences, it is not in  the interest of hon. members 
to deal with it now that no =ember of the Opposition 
is present(. I have studied the hon. member having 
worked with him; I am simply asking that the con- 
sideration of this Bill be deferred. If you adjourn 
the Hoase for four weeks that does not put  you in 
any corner; the hon. member will threaten that there 
is disloyalty and when i t  suits him he will throw out 
the olive branch when he finds that every olive is in 
his hand. 

The question that C.lause 1 stand part was put 
and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

Clause 2 was called and passed. 
On the motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded 

by Hon. M. E .  Cox, the CHAIRMAN reported the pass. 
ing of the Bill in Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reporbed 
accordingly. 

On of Hon. G' H. seconded by 
Hon. 31. E. Cox in each case, the Bill was read a 
third time and passed. 

agreed to. 
Mr SPEAKER: Subject to the approval of the 

Ilouse, I have the honour to appoint the following 
mem~bers to serve on that Committee:-The members 
of the Debates Committee along with the honourable 

1 junior member for  St. Thomas (Hon. Dr. Cumnxins), 
the honourable senior member for the City (Mr. 
E. D. MOTTLEY), the honourable senior mem;ber for 

, St. John (Mr. Allder) and the hon senior member 
for St. Philip (Mr. enwford.)  

tive Committee. I beg to move that Clause 2 &and 
p&rt. 

Hon. M. E. Cox seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

On the motion of Hon. G. H.  ADAMS, seconded 
by Hon. M. E. Cox, the CHAIRMAN reported the  
passing of the Bill in Committee. 

Mr. S ~ m m  resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

Oh motions of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded by 
Hon. M. 8. Cox, in each case, the Bill reold a 
third time m d  p a w d .  

LEGISLATIVE L)EBATES (AIflENDMENT) 
BILL, 1954 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
also stands in the name of the honourable senior 
member for St. Joseph: Premier:-To move t h s  
second reading of a Bill to amend the Legislative 
Debates Act, 1894. 

Hun. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move t,hat this 
 ill be now read a second time. 

Hon. M. E. Cox seconded the motion, which was 
agreed lo. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : The question of provid- 
ing typists along with an additional mpor ter  is still 
an issue and I therefore beg to move that this Bill 
be referred to a sdect 

Hon. M. E. Cox seconded the motion, which was 

ORDER POSTPONED 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I ask leave to take Orders 
No. 10  as the next Order of the Day. 

There being no objection, leave vras grantad the 
honourable member. 

Nr. SPEAK3R:  The next Order of the Day 
therefore stands in, the name of the honourable 
senior memher for Christ Church:-To move the 
second reading of a Bill to authorise the Barbados 
Sugar Producers' Association to construct and main- , tain one or more pipeline or pipelines for conveying 
vacuum pan molasses from a point ashore to  vessels 
i1-i the harbour. 

Hon. C. E. TfiMA: Nlr. Speaker,- It has been 
drawn to my attention that this Bill has not ye% 
been printed and circulated and I therefore ask 
leave to withdraw my request t o  proceed with it. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

RATES OF INCOME TAX BILL, 1954 
Clausr 2 was called. I Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I ask leave to take Or- 
Hon. G. H- ADAMS': In moving that this I No. :: as tne next Order of the Day. 

Clause stand part of the Bill, I should like to say 
that the Accountant General has to prepare a month- 
ly statement as to money which has been paid out 
on the warrant of the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee. Some salaries are payable on the warrant 
of the Governor alone, and the proviso in  this Clause 
~nakes i t  rlear that nothing can be done wrongly. 
Claims must be paid upon the proper warrant 

There being no objection, leave was granted 
the honourable member. 

I Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
stands in the  name of the honourable senior mem- 
ber for Bt. Joseph: Premier:-To move the second 
reading of a Bill to  settle the rates of Income Tax 
for  the year 1954 and to make provision for certain 
other matters in connection with the levying of the 

whether by the Governor o r  the Governor-in-Execu- 1 said tax. 



Hon. G. H. D A M S :  The Income Tax rates 
for this year are the same as those for last year. I 
beg to move that this Bill be now read a second 
time. 

Y Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question that  this Bill be now read a sec- 

ond time was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

g On the motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded 
i t  by Hon. M. E. Cox, Mr. SPEAKER left the  Chair, and 

the  House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. 
t SMITH being in the Chair. 
i 
J The two Clauses of the Bill were called and 

passed. 
The Schedule was called and agreed to. 
On the motion of Hon. Q. H. ADAMS, seconded 

by Hon. M. E. Cox, the CHAIRMAN reported the pass- 
ing of the Bill in Committee. 

Mr SPEAKER resumed the Chair and report- 
ed accordingly. 

Orll motions of Hon. G .  H. ADAMS, seconded by 
-4 Hon. M. E. Cox, in each ease, the Bill was read a 

third time and passed. 

OFFICERS OF THE ASSEMBLY (SALARIES) 
I AMENDMENT BILL, 1954 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I ask leave to take Or- 
der No. 6 as the next Order of the Day. 

There being no objection, leare was granted 
the honourable member. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: It is thought fit that  we 
should appoint our Messenger in the  same way as 
we appoint our other Officers. This Officer will be 

required to perform certain duties in connection 
with the library and we propose to give the post 
the appropriate title of "iYIessenger and Library 
Attendent". This Officer's salary will have to 'be 
agreed t o  by Resolution. I beg to move that this Bill 
bc nov read a second time. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Bill be now read a sec- 

ond time was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

On the motion of Hon. Q. H. ADAMS, seconded 
by Hon. M. E. Cox, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, 
and the House went into Committee on the Bill, 
Rfr. SMITH being in  the Chair. 

The four Clauses of the Bill were called and 
passed. 

On the motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded 
by Won. M. E. Cox, the CHAIRMAN reported the 
passing of the Bill in Committee. 

Mr SPEIAKER resumed the Chair md report- 
ed accordingly. 

Oin motions of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded by 
Ilon. M. E. Cox, in each case, the BIll was read a 
third time and passed. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 

The Order Paper having been fixed, 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that  this 

House do now adjourn until Tuesday, the 13th 
April, 1954, a t  3 o'clock p.m. 

Hon M. E. COX seconded the motion, which 
rvm agreed to, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the 
House wcof dingly. 




