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THE 

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesdivy, 11th May, 1954. 
Pursuqmt to adjournment, tbe Houae of h m -  

Bly met to.d@y at 3 o'clock p . ~ .  

His IIonour, Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker), 
Hon. Q. H. ADAMS, B.A., C.M.B-, Q.C., Pwmier, 
-Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CWMMIN~, M.D,, C.M., (.XiaGter 
af B d  Xervkes), Hon. M. B. Clox, (Mirdster of 
Conbmumicatio.n, Worlis awl Housing), Hon. R, G. 
MAPP, (lWindster af Trade, Indacstry and Labour). 
Hoa. C. E. TALMA, (Mirrister cf Agriculture, L a d  
and Fisheries)), Mr. A. E. S.  IS, ( D a ~ t y  
B p a k e r ) ,  Mr. L. B. SMITH, (Cu- of ComAt- 
#@S), Mr. F. U l  WAJ.XWP, Mr. F. C. GFODDARD, 
(Leader of the Opposition), Mr. J. A. MAYNES, B.A., 
&b. E. W. BARROW, B.Sc. and Mr. L. A. W ~ I A M S ,  
LL.B. 

Prayers were read. 
Mr. J .  C. MOTTLEY entered the I-Iouse and took 

his seat. 

LEAVE O F  ABSENCE F O R  CLERIC 

Xis Hon. THE SPEAKER: I have the Hon- 
Our to inform the House that I have received a letter 
from the Clerk of the House asking for extension of 
leave owing to indisposition. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the 
necessary leave be given to the Clerk. 

Hon. M. E. Cox seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Mr. 
D. A. Banfield be appointed to act as Deputy Clerk 
in place of the Deputy Clerk who would act as 
Clerk. 

I Hon. M. E. Cox seconded the motim which was 
I 

agreed to. 
, MP. AWER, Mr. VAUQHAN and Mr. BOLD~R 

l ontered the House and took their seats. 

, MINUTE8 
His Hon. THE SPEAKER: I have the honour 

to inform the House that the minutes of the lart 
meeting are not yet ready fop circulation. 

DOCUMENTB LAID 

His HOQ. THE SPEAKER: I have the honour to 
inform the House that I have received the Fiaanci& 
Rep& of the Accountant Gensral for the month end- 
ed 3180 March this year; 

Also Statement of Revenue and Expenditure 
of the Highway Commissioners of the parish of St. 
James for the half year ended 31st March tbis y w ;  

Also Statement of BRvenne and Expenditure of 
the Highway Commissioners of the parish of St. 
Peter for the half year ended 31st March this y m .  

Mr. E. K. WALCUTT entered the Hov.se and took 
his seat. 

- 
Sir, 

Baclosed please find certificate from my doctor 
dcommending me for a further period of one week's 
Mave. I truat yonr Hoaonrable Hmse will g ~ a n t  
same, and permit Mr. D. A. Banfield to act .for me 
as he has obnwxited to do. 

I have the hmour to be 
Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 
(Sgd.) D. LEE SARJZANT, 

Wrk, aene r~ l  Assembly, 

The letter reads m follows :- I 

REPLIES , .  

' ' Juleville, ' ' 
Maxwell Coast, 

Ch. Ch. 
Ris Honour, 

K. N. R. Hhsbands, 

Hon. R. G. I&$PIF': Mr. Speaker, 1 Beg to lay 
replies to question by the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Fhilip regarding the allocation of quoha 
under the Token Impart Scheme. 

PAPERS LAID 
Hon. G. 13. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, 1 am com- 

manded to lay the following: Statement of tbe sums 
of money paid over to the Accountant (3eneral by 
the Commissioner of Police during the quarter eW 

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to give notice of 'a 
resolution to apprwe the Book of mferexlce of the 

t .m &&er. I ed 31st December, 1953. 
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proposed exteilsion of the Waterworks in  the parish 
of St. Lucy. 

Mr. C R A W F ~ ~ D  entered the House and took his 
seat. 

PBIVAT'E MEMBERS' NOTICES 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir, I beg to give notice 
of the following Address :- 

The House Of Assembly 
T o  

His ExceUemcy T h  Governor 

The House desire to draw to the attention of 
Your Excellency the intense dissatisfaction which 
obtains throughout the colony on the part of small 
cane f amers  in respect of the unreasonably low 
advance payment they have received from sugar 
factories for canes reaped during the current crop, 
and the unsatisfactory operation of the Domestic 
Sugar Agreement, in so far, among other things, as  
it guarantees an equitable price for such canes. 

The House desire to emphasize that indications 
are that the total price which small cane farmers 
will receive for this crop shall be completely un- 
economic and respectfully request that ill1 investi- 
gation be conducted into the matter in order t3 ell- 
sure that all secticins of the sugar industry shall 
obtain a f a i ~  share of the sugar price. 

Mr. SMITH : To enquire of the Premier : Whether 
the Honourable Premier is aware that certain prac- 
tising barristers are in  the habit of making criminals 
and those members of the public who happen to be 
in court, to  feel that  Policemen a re  wilful liars and 
vagabonds, while prosecutmg cases in the low and 
high courts of the island? 

2. If the answer is in  the affirmative, will the 
Honourable Premier take the action nec-ary to 
see that  cases involving the  Police are argued in 8 
wore dignified manner, and also to establish the 
principle that  Policemen are not wilful liars and 
Gagabonds t 

Mr. SMITH: To enquire of the  Premier: Is 
the Honourable Premier aware that Petit  Juries a t  
the Court of Grand Sessions are capable of return- 
ing wrong and ridiculous verdicts in some cases 
heard, through the lack of legal training? 

2. If the answer is 'yes', will the Honourable 
Premier consider introducing legislation to abolish 
the Petit J u r y  and provide three judges to adjudi- 
cate the cases set down for hearing a t  Grand Ses- 
sions ? 

Mr. BARROW: To enquire of the Minister of 
Trade: A. 1. Is  the Government aware that  consum- 
ers  are experiencing difficulty in obtaining salted 
and pickled pork from the provision stores in the 
island ? 

2. Will the Government take steps to remove 
the  import restrictions and subsidies on these com- 
modities ? 

B. 1. Does the Government consider that the 
Office of Controller of Supplies serves any useful 
social or economic purpose? 

2. Will the Government consider the removal 
of all controls and subsidies on imported articles 
and the appropriation of the saving affected thereby 
t o  the relief of unemployment and the development 
of local food production in the colony? 

Mr. BBRROW: To enquire of the Minister of 
Trade: Is the Government aware that  monopolistic 
practices exist in certain manufacturing indnstries 
in this island? 

2. Is the Government aware that  such pracc 
tices also exist in export and import of essential 
commodities and in the distributive trades? 

3. Is  the Government aware that  such prac- 
$ices operate to the detriment of t he  retail shop- 
keeper and in  the last analysis to the detriment of 
the public? 

4. Will the Government consider instituting 
a n  enquiry into such practices and at the same time 
into the prevailing practices of monopolistic com- 
petition. 

Mr. BARROW: To enquire of the Minister of 
Works: How many standpcpes have been erected 
in the parish of St. George during the financial 
year 1953--54? 

2. How many standpipes have been erected in  
the parish of St. Michael during the same period? 

3. Does the Government intend to continue 
the policy of allocating funds for  the erection of 
standpipes in the rural parishes? 

4. If the answer to the above questions is in 
the aflirnlative; how many in each parish annually? 

5. If not, why not? 

Hon. M. E.  COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to sub- 
mit a report by the Select committee appointed to 
&raft a reply to The Governor's AIessage, No. 9/1954 
relating to the report of the Deep Water Harbour 
Scheme. 

I BILL TO AMEND INCOME TAX ACT, 1921 

His Hon. THE SPEAKXR: The first order of 
the day stands in  the name of the Honourable Pra- 
mier ; Second reading of a Bill to  amend the Income 
Tax Act 1921. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, this Bill is 
the result of what was announced by the G o v m -  
ment when consideration was given to the Annual 
Estimates with respect to the increase in allowanoe 
to married persons for the support of their children. 

Section 20 of the Income Tax Act, 1921 at pres- 
ent provide6 that a married man shall be allowed 
as a deduction from his income the sum of $1,200 
if he has during the income year wholly maintained 
his wife, and that  any person who, during the in- 
come year has had the custody of or has maintained 
a t  his or her expense any of his or her children or  
the children of his or her wife or husband shall be 
allowed as a deduction from his tor her income the 
sum of $240 in respect of each of such children if 
the income of the child does not exceed $120. This 
Bill seeks to amend that  section by increasing the 
allowance of $1,200 by $100 and by increasing the 
allowance of $240 by $30. I beg to move that  this 
Bill be now read a second time. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Speaker, this Bill imple- 

ments what was offered a t  the time of the Estimates 
with regard to the giving of a greater deduction 
to a person from his income for the support of his 
children. We have already agreed to that  and w e  
do so again. W e  a re  glad to see that  Government 
has seen its way to go a little further and give more 
allowances in respect of persons paying income tax. 
I do know that  it is a beginning in the right direc- 
tion because, undoubtedly, persons are finding i t  
extremely difficult to  meet their t ax  bills owing to  
the high cost of living bearing down on them more 
than ever a t  this time. When Government consid- 
ers the income t ax  rates a t  the next Estimates, I do 
hope i t  will go into the matter of making a n  allow- 
ance to those persons who have extraordinary medi- 
cal expenses. As honourable members know, sick- 



ness falls on people rather suddenly and often it I give a married man an increase of $100 on the 
falls on them when they least can afford to meet 
the payment of a doctor's bill and hospital bills. I t  
is nothing new for a Government h give al10~a~Ces 
to a person for medical expenses; it is done in big 
countries and this Government should enquire into 
the possibilities of extending this concession to Bar- 
bados. I have heard many cases of distress and 
hardship by people who when they think they can 

allowance for maintenance of his wife and an in- 
crease of $30 on the allowance for mainten- 
hnce of children. But while you are given 
bdditional allowances for maintemnce of your 
wife and childben, you are not given any- 
thing more for the support of your family who 
are incapacitated. I still have to support a sick 
mother solely and I feel thlat if this Bill seeks to 

hold up their head above water find that some mem. I her of their family is stricken with sickness and 
they have a long list of doctor bills to meet. That 
is the time when those persons need help more than 
ever. I do think i t  would be a step in the right direc- 
tion if Government give some allowance to persons 
for medical expenses. I do know it depends on 
what Government can afford but I feel an enquiry 
should be made into that aspect. 

Another matter which needs the attention of 
the Government is the question of whether a hue- 
band and wife's income should be joined together 
for the purpose of taxation. Today, we find many 
housewives having to leave their homes with little 
children through their seeking work to assist in 
paying the monthly bills of the family. In  doing 
so they have to pay extra help for the infants they 
leave behind and I think that an allowance should 
be made for that. These housewives are working 
because the cost of living is very pressing on tk l '  

and they are unable to meet their bills in any other 
way. I must say again that I am grateful to SW 
Government givinq a f ~ r t h e r  allowance as contained 
in this Bill but am sorry that it is unable to do 
more than that. 

Mr. LEWIS: Sir, I think that we should be I 

thankful for small mercies but are we doing every- 
thing to make sure that we are going to be given 
these small mercies? Sir, the Bill in my hands reads 
that it will normally come into effect when it js 
properly signed by His Excellency the Gove~nor 
but I think it is true to say that the interpretation 
of what the honourable Premier said in his Budget 
Speech on the Estimates was to the effect that these 
allowances would affect your income of 1953. Tf 
that is intended, well then, I think that a thwd 
'lause is necessary to bring it into effect On the 
w a r  of assessment of 1954. If it is not to come 

effect from the Ig5* year, then we 
should have some announcement that it will not 
take place. I do know that everybody got the im- 
pression that this tau allowance would take effect 
from this year of assessment. 

If this bill is passed it 
fit those people who get their income from abroad 
and who have not yet sent in their returns, but 
those people who have '0 send in their returns by 
the end of January will lose this benefit because 
their returns have already been made up and, as I 
have said, I think it is intended to give everybody 
this allowance on their 1953 income. Again, I say 
that we have to be thankful for small mercies, but 
as the honourable junior member for Christ Church 
has said, in the case of sickness, just as it is with 
the education of children, there is a great burden 
on the persons so affected. I t  is true to say that 
tax allowance for sickness is given some considera- 
tion outside of Barbados and I hope that cdnside~a- 
tion will be given to this matter by the honourable 
Minister in charge of this Bill. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Speaker, there are, 
$0 to speak, three points which I would like to raise 
on this Bill. We all agree that these allowances are 
timely and will be very acceptable to the people 
who will benefit from them. Now, if you look at 
Clause 2, you will see that it amends sub-section 1 
of section 20 of the Income Tax Act, 1921 so as to 

assist people with a wife and children, it should 
also assist people with families who are incapaci- 
tated. 

With regard to the question of medical care, 
throughout the world, even in employment services, 
2eople regard it as necesqary to give some allowance 
tor sickness. I t  is so much regarded as a right thing 
tc. do that if an individual who is employed take ill 
on his job, the employer does not deduct anything 
from the person's wages. I t  is well known that our 
medical aervices cannot provide all the medical care 
that a person may need after a severe ~ickness 4 
the pmson who is responsible for paying medical bi& 
should be given some allowance of his income tax for 
sicknesq. I Wppened to be one of those suiTeraa who 
bad to provide for medical care outside of Barbados 
for a member of my family and I know what it m- 
to a person who has to make such provision. 1 feel 
that so long as a person can show that he has h& to 
make provision for medical cane for h i w l f  or s m e  
member of his family, some allowance d his income 
from income tax should be given. I also think tu 
maternity care is one of those things which you must 
regard as something for which provisaion should be 
made. There are times when maternity care can be 
very expemive indeed. It costs s o w  husbands when 
their wives are conked to bed through mat-w 
so-thing like $20 or $25 a day. I know of a case 
which cost a mrtn $200 and he not a person who 
had any savings. We must also bear in mind that 
that sum cannot be said to be exorbitant if you U e  
a11 charges into consideration. 

sir, mattem these deal with the sooial 
people If we are providing for other things 
;, other then there is nothing wmng iq 
principle in raising these which I feel should 
be given careful consideration by Govenunent. As 

ssying at fimt, sub-section (c) of paragraph 
I of the Income Tax Act deals with members of your 

family who axe incapacitated and for whom you ar.. 
given an allowance for supporting them. I feel that 
there should be some review of that allowance. Then 
there is the question of medical care and maternity 
,-are should be gone into very carefully 
n view of giving some allowance off if a case can be 
made out satisfactorily. I really do feel that 
,allomTmee should given for that under the 
lines as you give an allowance for 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Speaker, Allow me just 
a brief moment to make a comment on the general 
question of revenue from income tax and income 
tax deductions. The Bill before us is concerned with 
cileductions on income and we have quite recently 
passed legislation permitting new industries certain 
exemptions from income tax under certain cendj- 
tions. To be strictly factual, the Aid to Industries 
Bill permits what is knom as pioneer industries to 
deduct .annually one-fifth of their capital investments 
for income tax purposes. We all quite appreciate 
eTTery Government is entitled to mllect the maximum 
amount it can from tax, especially direct taxatb7.b 
but at the same time, one has to bear in mind the 
effect which high taxation has on the community. 
Frevious speakers expressed the ~ o i n t  of view that I the maximum allowance should be given to individuals 
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to rndntain their family for medical care and other 
things. What I want to see Government give wme 
consideration to-and it is something which I con- 
s<der is just as important as that with which we are 
now dealing-is the necessity for extending to new 
industries the maximum exemption from taxation as 
it po&bly can. All that we are doing m is to allow 
a pioneer industry to deduot one-fifth of its capitd 
inve&,ments for income tax purposes annually. In  
ather words, our Aid to Industries Bill- 

His, Hon. THE SPEAKER: I think the honour- 
ourable member has gone far enough from the Pur- 
ports of this Bill. I do I IO~  think I will give the hen- 
ourable member any more lhtitude. 

Mr. 'RAWFORD : do admit that I have ben 
given some latitude which I do not wish to abuse. I 
lcerely wmt to say that while it is important to give 
iiidividuals every possible assistance you should also 
give pioneer induqtria every possible assistance by 

of them of the of tanation' 
prmiding that the money they get from that wurca 
wodd be of more benefit to the community indirectly. 
We must appreciate that individuals exist through 
th life of an inidustry and exuessive taxation of an 
in*stry can also be r~inOUs to the welfare of the 
colony itself. 

Sir, there will be, of course, more appropriate 
occasions for a e  to emphasize more fully on points 
which I have ih mind but I an1 snrc that 1ionouraLle 
members on the opposite side are able to appreciate 
what 1 am driving at and I do hope that in the same 

takes effect as from this assessment year or only 
from the date that it comes into operation. Would 
i t  be effective on the 1953 Income? As I have said 
already, that is what the honourable Premier said 
on the presentation of the Budget and my idea OD 
reading this Bill is that some provision should have 
been madje if that was intended. I do know that 
there are some persons who by law have not yet 
made out their returns and if this Bill become law 
shortly, they will h e f i t  from it.  

Hon. G. H. ADAAIS: It is the intention of this 
Government that the concessions in this Bill should 
operate on 1st year's assessment. 

Mr. LEIWIS: If that is so, I am wondering 
whether the honourable Premier would accept an 
amendment so as to make it perfecty clear. I 
think that there be added Section raading 
as follows: This shdl be deemed to have come 

fame at the begming of the a4swsment year 
eommenoing on the first day of January, one tl~oufgmd 
nine hundred and fifty-four. " 

Hon. G. B. ADAMS: I do not think it is neees- 
One only has to tell the income Tax corn- 

missioner to make the further deductions whea 
sending out his returns for the payments. 

Mr. LEWIX: Surely, the honourable Premier 
would agree with me that the rights of the people 
should not rest in instructioq from the Executive 
to anyone. Mr. Chairman, I would like the honourable 

I member to we what is operatix in my mina. The 
way as they have seen fit to bring amendments down notice says that you are to make returns in. January, 
to afford increased allowances to individuals, Gm- I 1959 as to your income of 19'53 and allowances apply- 
ernme& will in the future take into oon~iideration lng to that income. There is n o t h i e  in the Act to 
+he &id to i n d ~ r i e s  Bill in order to provide a more say that the Income Tax Commissioner should! rt%kake 
w t ~ a c , o r y  for pioneer industries which >our Income Tax Return. If the former alkw- 
are seeking to expand in this colony. were applicable whm you p t  your return, I do 

The that the Bill be now read a second ~zot see how something which came into foice after- 
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without wards can be ap~liea~ble. When we want an Act to c- 
division. into operation on a particlar date, we nsually 8ay so 

on motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded bp by putting it in the Bill. I suggest that e e  
xan. ~ n ~ ~ ~ m s ,  M'.  PEAKE ER left the Chair and d~ould at all times sdeguard the rights of the in- 
the Rouse went inb C o d t t e e  on the Bill, Mr. dividual. If the Income Tax Commissioner think i t  is 
SMITH being in the Chair. too much trouble to make the adjustments - I m 

Clause 1 was called and passed. he would -there would be nothing to say 
Clause 2 W% called. It reads as follows:- uld. I repeat, the rights of the people of 
";Sub-section (1) of section twenty of the Tncomc shonld he safeguarded in laws and not in 

Tax, 1921, is hereby amended- 
(a)  by deleting from paragaph (i)  thereof the Ifon. G. 11. ADllikKS: T tol(1 the honourable 

words "two hundred and fifty poullds"' rnember that as a matter of law, the conces,qiom j~ 
appearing therein and ~ubstituting therefor this Bill would operate on last year's assessment. ~f 
the following :- that is the law, no matter what tax returns have been 

L <  one ihonsand and three 1;rilldrecl sent in before, the Income Tax Commisslioner must 
dollars ' ; :'bide by the law. 1 am sure the hon~oarable junior 

, (b) by deleting from paragraph (ii) thereof m( mber for St. ,Janzes   ill agree with me whell I say 
words "fifty potlads" appearing therein and if an instructioi~ is given to the Income t m  corn- 
substituting therefor the following :- missioner, he callnot say he niay or mzy not. The ' ' two hundred and sevelltr\. dollars ' '. lXttorney General will say that the concernions of 

Em. (2. H. ADAMS: I beg to movp tNat ill apply to the 1953 income and the In- 
C ~ U S ~  2 stand part. In doing so, 1 hope your Commissio~i~er will abide by thorn instrue- 
Honour would give me indwlqenee to make a shorr 
reply to of the poifits rased during the seond xr. L E W I ~ :  I must tell the hOnmr&le prm- ~ ~ d i n g  of the Bill. I Wish to assure hOnorlrable at jYhile I accept his ex$anatjon, it is my d ~ t ~  wmbelw that Government is considering every phase to this comrnit~= the fear* of Chm .df hmmc! tax ,and iIleome tax allmw.nces allci On hot u~demtand the law as that. tBe grounds of ettending allowances accordiiig t6 
what hdoUrable aem'liers pointed m*. aovmmerlt Mr. B*YAN & e r d  the Ifonfa and to& his Mt. 

The question that Claase 2 stand par;t, of the Bill all thbe  thihl€P in m i d  bat  it is ontv bee- - put and rpMflred in the s-ative &hout c i  the eampEexlties of what Government has to do 
%Bat it is miablei to get any further than what 
&titaiaed in this Bill. 

Hen. Dr. W M I N S :  I beg; t o  ~ e m n d  the 
lxmi&f. 

division. 

On the motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded 
b Hon. Dr. C~JMMINS, the Ci3~Ttt~dhi repotted t b  
passhg of the B13 in Committee. 

Mr. LEWP8: 1 would like the honourable l Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
W- to $ay whether the operrttich of  this Bill I sccordingly. 
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On separate motions of Hon. G. H. A D A ~ S ,  sec- 
oeded by Hon. Dr. CUMMINS in eachh c m ,  the Bill 
wzs r e a  a third time and passed. 

RESOLUTlOK TO APPROVE INCOAIIG TAX 
(AMENDMENT) REGULATl0Nb 1954. 

111s 1 3 ~ .  THE SPEAKEE:  The, next Order oi 
the day stands in  the name of the honourable Prem- 
ier to move the passlng of the kallowing resolution: 
Re~olution to approve the regulations entitled t ~ e  
llicome Tax (Amendment) 1Eegulatlons, 1954. 

Hon. G. H. ADANS: This resoiut lo~ 1s to  sane- 
tion regulations made by athe Executive Committee on 
the first day of April, m e  thousand nine hundred 
ailcl fifty-four, under d e ~ t i o n  38 (i) of the lncoille 
Tax Act 1921 (1921-6) and they afiect the Income 
'fas ne t ,  1921. can be seen there :ire neTv r e p -  
htions ior  those persolls maklllg applications 
ander 43A of tlie Act. I beg to move that this &-SO- 

h t ion  do flow pass. 
D ~ .  CUB~,IMINS: 1 beg to secolld that. 

Nr. LEWIS: so far as paregraph 3 of thehe 
regulations is 1 knolv it poillts to tlze r e p -  
lations \vhich refer to the form of P.A.Y.E. that has 
been lately instituted. I think proivisioll was made 
under that Act for  the income tax payer to v* 
fhe last few paymel~ts in  such s w q  that he tvoulci 
get to the fill1 payment of his tax tts he wanted ~~ l i th in  
the period. As I see it, these regulations cut across 
the provisions of the Act. ns T have said, thr n e t  
p a r h u l a T b  says that the imome tax payer c.ould 
V?* his last two or three paymenb. That ifi to say 
if he were his employer to deduct ten dollars 
per month to cover his t a r  and he fourlld out that his 

be less than he rollld 
vary his monthly payments to eight or nine dollars 
to cover it with the advice of the Income Tax Corn. 
missioner. I t  does seem t a  me as if the netv Regula- 
tions cut across that although 1 do not consider that 
as a bad thing. 
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hardship on employers and as we had to preserve 
the right of employees, we had to leave a loophole 
so that too many of them would not throw the burden 
of collecting their tax on the employer, and that the 
employer might not know how much tak a particulet 
emplvyee might be paying, else the employee might 
find himself having t a  look for another job. I am &at 
saying that i t  urould be dono, but i n  such things, am 
can never be too careful with employers. 

As I have said, I feel this method of P.A.Y.E. 
is something which could be of benefit to  everybody 
Government and the employer can both have the tax- 
payer's money for  a longer period. When i t  comes to  
the employer, he would be able to k&p it and i% 
would be useful in the running of his business. Fo r  
Government, i t  would mean that it would hrtte th& 
taxpayers7 money lohg before i t  is actU&lly d w .  1 do 
admit that for the employer, while he hirnwlf gt&& 
td  benefit by such caollectioi~s, i t  is something th&# 
would entail some little expense on his part, ba% 
usually, employers have so many other t h i n e  to d b  
duct from their employees' salaries evety month thatl 
ail that would be necessary would be fop them to add 
another column in their books for the Income 
Department; therefore, looking a t  i t  fro& that view- 
point, L do not think it would entail any more clerk- 

. ship with the matter. 
Sir, this Incon~e Tax Act is dated 3921 and regu- 

lations to the Act seem only to have been made fr0b-l 
1942. Perhaps, the reason W ~ J -  we see that  regulg- 
tions were not made until 21 years after the Cam& 
into operation is because if they were made, they 
were repealed. I well remember that at one time* 
regulations were made for  the collection of income tat 
but they never saw the light Of day in Hodse. 
Section 58 of this h e t  reads, it appears to me that the 
reg~lat ions need not come F f o r e  this House for  8-c- 
t i~".  I am wrong ln inter~mtation. 

Mr. E. D. M O ~ Y  entered the,House and took 
hia seat while Mr. LEwrs was S eak~ng. 

I Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. $peaker, I really can- 

I l$ras that the h7'ernment would 
have regulated their income tax uollections to suit 

calendar Year. Now that we are having the 
rates for pewma1 income tax fixed yea.l-1~ with the 
introduction of the estimates, I was hoping that the 
emernment would so reglllak its businew that i t  
would be able to collect income tax over the twelve- 
month ~period of the calendar year, especially as we 
are giving permifision for deduction from) the wages 
of a n  employee to be made before the assewment is 
made out. What I mean to1 say is that if the rates 
a re  p-d in March, the deductions can be made 
from January before pertaining to the :.ear of mess-  
mmt .  These r~gulatibns cut across that and i t  may 
defeat what we hoped would bk a smooth running. T 
do not think the Government should hzve made these 
regulations - a t  least, mt yet. I t  is trde, I am 
not aware of all the difficulties that  the Government 
is up against in0 the operation of this Act and I have 
no doubt that these regulatims are made to  m t h  
out some of those difficulties. 

I therefore would like to know if the honourabl? 
premier can Fay toilay whether the form of P.A.Y.E. 
which has been instituted a short time ago has proyen 
an excellent method and whether income tax payers 
tare taking advahtage of it. If they have not, has the 
Government any idea what h& caused i t  not ta be 
popular and if that is so, would Government take 
steps to pogularise i t ?  I think it would be of advan- 
tage to the Government and the income tax payer 
if that method of payment were adopted. I well re- 
member that the way in  which the Bill was dealt 
with, i t  got around that i t  was going to create a great 

not give the answer as  to the number of people who 
have taken aclvanbge of this new method fop the 

of their income tar to what they 
they will be amewed. I will bpar in mind all 

that  the honourable member said. As 1 have said in 
octahr last, no move was mude by Government in 
bringing forward that Bill until Government was told 
that a number of wanted their t a  
eoll&,ed in  ~ u c h  manner. As I said, Government had 
[lathing to gain by that Bill and what was eventually 
done in  the Other Place could have been done in thin 
place, if it were brought to the notice of the Govern- 
ment. Sir, this Government was not pushing or keep- 
ing i t  back. We u7ere told that i t  was easier to get 
a p l o y e i s  t o  deduct the taa  of their employees and 
that employees ttrould prefer it to be deducted in 
that manlier than for them to be asked suddenly to 
pay it. If the Government were approached tomorrow 
with the rsuggeetion that employers were rrque~zitig 
~x~~pioyccs  by this tmethod of deduction for phvmchf, 
of iheome tax, the Woverbment would automat i~dly  
come down to this House knd a& for tl repeal of 'tHtrt 
Act. I wish to w u r e  the honourable member that 
even if there were no pressure-I say that deliberately 
beoanse presaure makes no difference to the Chwt~i- 
ment unless that p r e m r e  is presn te  df whAt is right 
-and Government felt that ineolne tmc p%.gers should 
be given mare concessions, Government would gr&n.b 
them. &vernment does agree thht yod can hidp 
companies by granting .them cerh in  ooneessidfis and 
as a result, Goverament is adfitenipllting the grant. 
i~ lg  of some more &ondessions, btzt i P  condiderin@ how 
conkistent W i t h  oar commitznents for  expehditdrk, sEsH 
WC give relief of taxatibh of every sort. I again ssawe 
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the ho~ourable junior member for the City that we 
would bear in  mind what he has brought to the notice 
of the Government, and we would be grateful td  him 
for  bringing more of these sort of things to our norice. 
It can be mid that these are the sort of things which 
he would know before members of the Government 
because he is what one would call a business wire of 
Bridgetown and it is knorwn that members of the 
Government have many other things to be concerned 
with than listening to the rumours of the business 
world of Bridgeto*. 

Mr. GODDARD : Other than let it be felt that --- . 

employees in the mercantile community are not tak- 
ing advantage of this new method of payment of in- 
c o w  tarx. according to this Act because employers 
have, threatened them and employees would be dis- 
closing what income they receive by the deductions 
that  are made against them for income tax, I would 
like to reiterate that I have not found an  employee 
in Bridgetown who asked the Government to bring 
down that Act. On my investigation of the matter 
a t  that time, I found out that the Civil Servim Asso- 
ciation was the one body that was asking for it for 
its members and no other body in t o m .  I can say 
that quite a number of people who are employed in 
our firm pay income tax and I have not seen anyone 
of them asking for  their tax to be collected monthly. 
C am also connected with other businesses and I am 
yet to hear of any employee so connected asking for 
tbis method of payment of their tax. I think i t  will 
be interesting to know how many Civil Servants 
have asked for this tax deduction monthly through 
their departments, because they were the persons 
that asked for it. As I have said, I know of no pres- 
sure by any employer against any of their employees 
forcing them not to use the terms of this Act for easy 
payment of their income tax. 

Mr. LEWIS : I would just like to say that what 
was done in  the Other Place with respect to the 
amendments of the Bill, was drawn to the notice of 
this House while i t  was discussing the Bill. 

The question that the resolution do now pass 
was put  and resolved in the affirmative without di- 
vision. 

ORDER NO. 3 POSTPONED TEMPORARILY 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
leave to postpone Orde,r No. 3 temporarily and to 
deal with Orders No. 4 and 5 in that order next. My 
reason for  doing so is because I understand that  the 
debates of this Chamber are getting behind hand 
again. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

the proposed Bill be amended to provide in  addition 
to the three wholetime reporters, two typists for the 
Ifouse of Assembly a t  salaries on par  with stenotyp- 
ists in the Civil Service of this Island. The Com- 
inittee also recommended that the Bill should stipu- 
late that the Clerks of the House and the Legislative W 
Council should be responsible for having the debates 
edited and indexed by their respective office staffs. 
With respect to the debates of this House, the Com- 
mittee stressed that  the Clerk may delegate the  au- 
thority to another member of the staff but the House 
was holding him responsible for  the editing and in- 
dexing. Those are the salient points of the report 

t 
and I beg to move that the report 5e now adopted. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Speaker, I just tried to be 

helpful when I rose a t  a point of order just now. 1 
do not know why I should have been ignored. Many 
bills have been read a second time and twnt to a Select 
Committee by this House and when the House went 
into Committee on those bills, it considered the Select 
Committee's report on the respective Bill. I do not 
know why the House is adopting this way, as it would 4 
mean that when we have adopted the report of the 
Select Committee, i t  would be final. This does not 
seem to me to be the right procedure. When I vote 
for this report, I would be committing myself to put 
what is contained in  this report in  the Bill and I am 
not committing myself to putting everything that is 
i11 the report in  the Bill. I really do not understand 
the procedure. I do not know if I am in order, but 
1 beg to move as an amendment to the motion $hat 
nhen this House goes into Committee on the Bill to 
amend the Legislative Debates Act. 1894. the Com- 
mittee be instructed to consider this report along 
c-ith the bill. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I am 
seconding the motion by my colleague. ,I think the 
honourable Leader of this House should have taken 
the hint which wa8 given by my colleague because 4 it strikes me as if i t  is the better procedure to deal 
with this report when considering the Bill in eonl- 
mittee. I f  the honourable Leader of this House 
insist in taking the report first, I think it will put 
honourable members in a rather difficult posjttion. 
I therefore second my colleague's motion for the 
sake of expediting the-bill. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: This is not as difficult, 
a s  honourable members are trying to make out; as. it 

matter of fact, I think it is a sinvple issue. It..is 
purely a matter of procedure and i t  can be done 
either way. 

Before the motion is put, Mr. Speaker, I just 
want to express my view on the report of the Select 

REPORT ON BILL TO AMEND LEGISLATIVE 
DEBATES ACT, 1894 

His Hon. The SPEAKER : The next order of 
the day stands in  the name of the honourable Minis- 
ter of Social Services: To move the consideration of 
the Report of the Select Committee the Bill to 
amend the Legislative Debates Act, 1894. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker, the 
of the Select Committee which was appointed to con- 
sider and mport on the Bill to amend the Legislative 
Debates Act, 1894 is a s  follows :- 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Speaker, I r i ~  at  a point of 
order. It appears to me that Order No. 5 is the best 
order to take and to let it be the instruction of the 
Committee to consider this report of the Select Corn- 
mittee on the Bill while cons idehg  the Bill. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: As I was saying, S5r, 
the Select Committee met on the 26th March, last, 
and after mature consideration recommended that 

Committee. 
His Hon. The *SPEAKER:i The honourable 

member is out of order. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am speaking on the 

motion for the adoption of this report. I am doing 
so now in order to avoid prolongation of the debate. 
I feel that the question of providing this House with 
another reporter is 8absolutely necessary and this 
House should not hesitate with this matter because 
the present reporters have been working extremei~ 
long hours and under difficult conditions. It is the 
duty of this House to provide them with better 
facilities and with better conditions of service. The_re 
are two points in  this report on which I would like 
to have some clarification. One is the question of 
employing two typists and it has been proposed that  
they should be paid on par  with stenotypists in  the 
Civil Service of this island. \I want to say that if 
the body responsible for the appointment of 
these stenotypists expect to use the Government 
rates of pay for stenotypists as  a m a n s  of attract- 
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ing competent stenotypists for the use of this House, I 
l make bold to  say that i t  will not be attracting 
people who would be of any use to this Chamber. 
It is true to say that the Committee need not bring 
in a person a t  the bottom of the scale but  if the 
Committee go to the bottom of the scale, the quality 
Q£ the work from those persons who would accept 
b come in  a t  that scale must be poor and i t  would 
be the sort of work which would be of no use to the 
expediting of the debates of this House. If you 
want competent stenotypists, you will have to pay a 
salary in  the upper scale oi the rates of pay for 
Government stenotypists. If you fix the +:lalary of 
these typists at, say, $100 per month, may be, you 
will get good typists but if you fix it a t  $50 or $60 
per aonth ,  you will not get people who would be 
of any use to this Chamber. 

The other point is in  respect of the Clerk of the 
House b e i w  responsible for the editing of the debates. 
I think that is going to present a practical  difficult^ 
for the Clerk to edit the debates. It is my firm 
opinion that if you want someone to edit the debates 
of this House, you want someone whose job or train- 
ing h~as been to edit matter for printing. I t  is not 
a matter of having some person who only has a 
h w l e d g e  of English; i t  would need a person who 
has been trained in that sort of work; i t  would need 
a person who can see errors a t  a quick glance and 
w b  in  that way would be of valuable assistance to 
the reporters. But  that is if you wish someone to 
edit the debates. If you need someone to edit in 
the loose sense of the word, you only want someone 

Secretary-Librarian in  the first plw- and then the 
Messenger in the second1 place. The Deputy Clerk 
is a part  time officer and you cannot ask a par t  
time officer to do this job. If you want wmebody 
to edit these debates properly, i t  is going to take 
ti person a considerable time to do so. 

I am not saying for one moment that  the com- 
pliment of your staff would not allow you to do it, 
nor am I saying that you should recruit somebody 
for this purpose. What I want t o  stress is that you 
are now introducing something new into your cm-  
tract and you are asking your present workers to 
undertake another job which in  itself is of a nature 
that the person would have to get a q u a l i f i c a t i ~  to  

' do i t  and something which you did not ask that 
Person to get a first. You are now introducing some- 
thing new into a contract; something which is 
against Trade Union principles. I am wondering 
if you can say that the Clerk is to be respoiisible 
and then say that he can delegate his responsibility 
to someone else. I am also wondering if you are 
assured that YOU have the people to edit these 
debates. Sir, I do not think I will have to repeat 
my points again. 

Mr. M m m  entered the House and took his 
seat while Mr. W&ccn?r was speaking. 

Mr. IVILLIAMS: I wish to  make a few com- 
ments, but in view of the motions which are before 
the House, I would not say anything until they are 
resolved. 

The question that it be an  instruction to the 
I lIouse when in Committee on the Bill t o  m e n d  the 

to take up  the transcribed notes of the reporters, 
put them together in correct sequence and submit 
them to the printer. 

The Clerk of the House is a solicitor as well ac 
the Deputy Clerk and I doubt very much and not 
SO much from the ability or the intelligence, 
from the practical p o k t  of view i$ either of them 
could edit the debates of this Chamber i n  a manner 
m which you should have debates edited. After at!, 
it is a job that  qomeone has to be trained beforc 
he can do it well. I heard some honourable member 
say that th& job of editing would be delegated to 
the Secretary-Librarian of this House. I do not 
want to be hard on any person but honourable m m -  
bers know a s  well as I do that  editing debates is 
~ o t  a job like indexing debates. I really do not 
want the Legislature to make a laugEing stock of 
titles. I f  you want an editor of debates, YOU should 
recruit someone who can do that job in an expert 

Legislative Debates Act, 1894, to consider the report 
cf the Committee was put and resolved in the affirm-. 
ative oil the declaration of Mr. SPm~rn, I think the 
"Ayes" have it. 

The question that the report of the Select Corn 
ruittee be adopted was then put  and resolved in the 
affirmatire on the declaration of Mr. Speaker, "1 
think the Ayes have it." 

BILL TO AMEND LEGISLATIVE 
DEBATES ACT, 1894 

His Hon. THE SPEAKER : The next order of 
the day stands i n  the name of the honourable 
Premier: To move the House into Comi~ii~tee on tho 
Bill to amend the Legislative Debates Act, 1894. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I am ask- 
ing for leave to take charge of this order. 

I 
There being no objection, leave was gmmted the; 

manner. I am saying that  although the Clerk of homurable member. 
this House is a solicitor, i t  does not necessarily 1 On motion of Hon. Dr. CUMMINS, secondkd by 
mean that editing is part  of his line of work. Those , Hon. M. E. Cox, Mr. Speaker left the m ~ r  md 
zre the two pointa in this report that strike me the House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. 
and I hope honourable members would view them SMITH being in the Chair. 
carefully. I hope honourable members would agree / Clause I was called and p w d .  
with me when I say that if you recruit stenotypists Clause 2 wais called. It reads as  follows:-- 
a t  $50 or $60 a month to work in this House, you 
will be waating precious time. I f  you recruit them 
't a higher UP in  the =ale, YOU may be 
to get people have some ex~rience? but I am 
sure you cannot m e  stenotypists for the kind of 
w r k  which this H o w  has to  do as those who cap 
very well do for the kind of work that they will be 

"2. Se t ion  two of the Legislative De- 
thereinafter referred to w the 

principal d c t )  is hereby repealed and the fol- 
lowing section sl,bstitutpd therefor- 

2.  The cost of reporting the debates of 
the Legislature should be paid for annually on 

called on to perform in  the Colonial Secretariat. the warrant of the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
We will not have such a large pool of them that mittee. ' ' 
we can train them; they must come here as trained Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that 
typists and I maintain that  you cannot get a trained 
typist at a sslary of $50 or $60 per month. With 
regard to the point I raised in respect of the editing 
of the debates, if you say that this is to be the re- 
sponsibility of the Clerk of this House but he can 
delegate the duty to someone else, it means that the 
other persons to  do tlie job can only be the 

Clause 2 stand par t  of the Bill. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.  
Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman, this. Committee, 

will have to wait and see what Government intends 
to do by way of introducing the Select Committee's 
amendments t o  this Bill. I think i t  would be well if 
these clauses are read instead of being called or 
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that Your Honour take some t h e  before pu t tkg  
the question. We have this report of the Select 
Committee before us but I do not know if all hen- 
o u r a l e  members are perfectly clear over what jb 

happening. 
Mr. WIOWiIAJXS : Mr. Chairman, what wor- 

ries me is not the report of the Selwt Committee 
which this Bouse h e  adopted, but the questlon of 
$he whole structure of the Bill. I n  the first place, 
we were not told if the number of reporters 1v~:re 
thought to be too marry or too few when the Bill 
was discussed in Select Committee, nor do we know 
if the reporter6 were called to give their views be- 
fpre the Select Committee. We do know that the 
volume of work h& increwd considerably. This 
( ; ~ m t t e e  vhould be given Qolae idea whether it was 
the intention of the Seleot Committee that these 
typists should be employed on a part time or full 
time basis. The whole question is one qf structure. 
I am, glad to see that the Government has decided 
to bring down the new plan with typLts. Homy- 
able members will remember that when minlster~al 
system was discussed in this House, the Secretariat 
wanted to read the speeches that were ma* on it 
w d  i t  &otted two typists to the reporters in order 
to facilitate ~ e t t i n g  tbe debate in a given t h e .  
I t  greatly fac~litated the publication of the debates. 
What we do want to consider is the structure of 
the new setup to suit the volume of work of this 
House. We should take into consideration how many 
actual hours it will take the rep~r ters  to transcribe 
their notes on reading them back to typists. If we 
have some idea of the volume of the work, the 
structure can be settled. 

The other point which 1 am not at  all happy 
about is the question of editing of the debates and 
the qualification of the editors. Their job would 
3i0t only be cross indexing, but it would mean listen- 
ing to the entire debates of this Chamber so as to 
get some mrt  of baokground knowledge of what 
took place. As I have said, what worries me is the 
question of the whole etrncture, such as how many 
typists &odd we employ and whether they should 
be employed part-time or full-time. I do agree 
that typists are necessary. 

Mr. CRtAUTFORD : This recom8iilendation with 
pegard to the editing of the debates does not appe@r 
to me to be practical; to suggest that the Clerk of 
the House or the Clerli of the Legislative Council 
should, withia three days, edit the debates which 
hqve been Kanded in by the Reporters and pass them 
ta to the printers is impracticable, unless the Clerk 
hqs nosthing else to do. Hoa. members are fully 
@ware of the voluminousl nlature of the majority 
cf the speeches made in this Chamber and if the 
Clerk mnst edit the debates within three days, he 
c m  only do it at the sacrifice of his other duties. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMASINS : Clause 2 of the 
Rill is ljefore the Committee. 

Mr. CIRAWFOR*D: Are we not con&lering the 
Report of the Select Comnlittee at the same time as 
qv@ are considering the Bill? I t  appears to me that 
the correct solntion in this matter would be to allow 
the Senior Rsporter to w i s t  in the reporting of the 
fbbates but his main duty would be to edit the 
9eb3es under the supervision of the Clerk. The 
comments which have been made by the hon. junior 
member for St. Peter are perfectly defmsible; it is 
more likely that the Senior Reporter being a trained 
Repoj.te~ read an experienced man. would be more 
cgpBble of editing ths debates than the Clerk of the 
Pfouee. Eves allowing for the fact that under the 
!ergs ~f his appaintmmt the Clmk h w  to be a legally 
trained mqn, k a u s e  h~ is a legally-trained man it 
does ntlt mew that he knows abbaut the reporting 

of debates: it is likely that the Senior Reporter wha 
is prop@y qualified would do a far  better job i n  
editing the debates than the Clerk of the House. I am 
therefore suggesting that it should be the duty of the 
Xenior Reporter under the supervision of the Clerk, 
to adit the debates and we should specify the time 
vfhich the Senior Reporter should spend in actually 
taking notes in this Chamber, which would be less 
than the time which the other two W o r t e r s  would 
have to spend in note-taking, I do not know that there 
is any precedent for the Clerk editing debates; I 
suggest that that should be the responsibility of the 
8enior Reporter. 

The question that Clause 2 stand part of the Bill 
was put and resolved in the affinmiative withoat divis- 
ion. 

Clause 3 was called. 
Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: The Government 

has accepted the rwommepdation of the Seleot Com- 
mittee that two typists should be provided for the 
EIouse of Assembly in addition to the three whole- 
time Reporters and I tluink that the proper place to 
include these typists would be in Sub-Clause (1) 
of this Clause. I am therefore asking leave to i ~ r t  
the words "and typists" after the word "Rdprters" 
occurring in line 7 ; these typists will be; paid a t  the 
same rates a t  which steno-typists in the Civil Service 
are paid, as was recommended by tthe Select Com, 
Wtted There is an incremental salary scale for 
sieno-typists in the Civil Service and, f ~ s  is usually 
the case, these typists can be placed in the scale 
according to their experience; so that if they are 
well qualified they need not be begun a t  the bttorq 
of the scale. I am quite sure that that principle will 
be observed when the appointment of these peoplo 
has to be made. 

As regards the Cllerk being responsible for the 
editing of the debates, the Clerk has a staff and he 
can delegate to members of the staff the task of edit- 
ing the debates. I t  was not so long ago that we had 
Reporters-l speak with great reserve for obvious 
reasons-who were capable 09 editing the debates and 
did edit them to a high 6tandard; but nowadays the 
Reporters complain that they have so much work to 
do-we know that they have to work for longer 
kc.urs--that they cannot be so thorough in editing 
the debates. This Bill envisages that the R e p h e r b  
will have ,m offlce down here and they will come in 
every day and do their work; this &ce will be quip- 
ped for themselves awl the typists. I aee no dBculty 
in the Clerk appointing a member of the staff to 
see that the debates are put in good and present 
:lble form so that they can be appreciated by all con- 
cerned. 

The point was made by the hon. seniw mem- 
ber fair St. Philip as to the limit of three days as set 
out in the Bill in respect of the? dekiates; but if we 
have three whole-time Reporters they oqght to be 

, able to present the debates in three days. 

1 Mr. CMwFORD : 011 a point of order. The 
I limit of three days does not apply trv the Reporters 
at all; the period of three days is that in which the 
a e r k  mnst edit the debates and send them to the 
printers. The Reporters themselves have six days im 
which to present the debates. 

Hon. DT. H. 'G. CUMNINX,: There will be three 
riporters for this House and -one for the Other 
Place. l t  was originally sugge~ted that the four Re- 
porterg should form a queue, but the Other Place 
objected to that and we have to make this arrange- 
ment which is now before us. 

There being no olijection, the hon. member was 
granted leave ta -make the amendments. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CWMMfNS: I beg to move that. 
Clause 3 as amended stand part of the Bill. 
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Hon. If.  E. COX: 1 beg to second that. I 
Mr. F. L. WALC('yTT: The hon. Minister of 

bocial Services has refe l~ed to the editing of the 
debates. 1 did not refer to that matter 'because 1 
thinli the Reporters should be of such a quality that 
they should be able to present the debates properly. 
This question of editing the debates has been intro- 

d m e d  in this Bill and it presupposes that somebody 
ik nut satisfied with the qnality of the reports which 

'ark presented. We will have to tell the Reporters 
. that we wallt a better standard of work; if jve are 

Reporters salaries up to GO0 a year, we 
should let them. know that we want a better stand- 
ard of work than what we are now getting. 1 do not 
believe in whitewashing the servants 09 the House 
because they are drawing money; if we are 
increasing the salaries of the Reporters, let us tell 
them that the standard of their ~ o r k  needs to be 
improved. 

As to this questiorl of editing the debates, you 
cannot guarantee that the Clerks of the House are 
better able to edit the debates than the Reporters 
themselves. 1 should like to say that there are Re- 
porters and Reporters; a man of five years' experi- 

. cnce ah, a Reporter w o ~ ~ l d  not. be the =me tts one 
of fifteen .or twenty-five years' experience. The de- 
bates do sense if t* are not properly 
e&tPd; I have sonle of the debates wd they 
are really not good enough. I have found that my 
Mme waq wed instead of that of the hon. juni'or 

. memljer for St. James. I do not feel that we will get 

.@Ut of the difficulty the method which being 

attract proper people; we must think of this liouse 
alld of what we expect of the Reporters. When ure 
glve them this staff m d  the facilities with which to  
work here, we expect them to do their work and l 
an1 sure that they respond to all that. k he Repotrt- 
ers have been working under handlca~s;  they have 
been getting out old debates which have been left 
'khl1ld by two Reporters who have p-ed on, but 
we hope that the debates will now be kept up to date. 

l should like to draw the attention of the hon. 
Xinister to the words "corret?ted if n e c a r y "  occur- 
ring in the last line but o m  of Sub-clause (%) of this 
clause. I think that those w o r h  should deleted; 
when the reports are handed to the printer, they 
should be correct. I would suggest that the word "by 
their respective staffs" should be inserted in place 
of the words "corrected if n e c e m r ~ " .  I n  their 
Report the select Committee have recommended that 
the Clerk be responsible for having the reports edit- 
ed 'but he has the option of calling on the staff to 
do that job. 

Hon. Dr. IT. G. CUMJIINS : 1 accept that amend- 
ment. 

Mr. GODDARD: If that is done, I feel that we 
\.iiII have moved in the right direction. We can f03- 
row the Canadian Parliament- in thjs Wtter ,  but 
''at will cost U5 a '0' of money. We h b ~ e  that w h n  
this Bill is put into operation, we will have the de- 
bates at  a very early date after the sitting of the 

Mr. LEWIS: I should like to say that, in my 
opinion, we should have a typist attached to the office ; 
we employ three typisb, one for Re- 

prop0*d; is of no use the " edit "le ' 
. debtes and expecting that thky will h any better-- 
There is an idea that because a man is a lawyer or a' 
doater he can do Bnything under the sun well, but that 
1s a mistaken idea. You must have people trained to do 
certain things and the field of editing is a. specialised 
one. The editor of a newspaper sometimes does not 

' h o w  the A r s t  )letter in shorth,znd; but, he can edit 
' reports and make them, read properly. 

I da not want be the Report- 
em or the Clerk, but the hon. IIdinister should see 
that he is not, jumping from O M  thing into the other. 

When the Debater; Committee appoint this addit- 
'ional Reporter, they should not necessa i l~  start 
him ofP a t  the bottom of the wale. There is the idea 
that if you give a man <a tittle more the others will 
be dispIeased; but if you can get the services of 
people who have experience and ability you cannot 
think of being parsimonious. 1 would rather start 
a man a t  35500 a year, if ha is a ~ro~erl~-qud$fif ied 
man than start one lower down the scale and then 
wait for 10 years abiding with what he does. As to 
the stmo-typists I am sure that if You want good 
stmo-ty~ists  you will have to pay proper salaries 
so as to get them. 

Hon. Dr. H. (3. CUMMINS: In  Sub-clause 2 an 
amendment should also be made so as to make pro- 
vision for the payment of the salaries of the typists, 

ask leawe to after the 'pe " (2)" in line 
1, the fallowing words: "by adding immediately 
neter 'h+' word ' r e ~ o ~ t e r s '  in line (1) the words 
'and typists' and ". 

porter, but the other two typists should be employ- 
ed on a part-time basis. If you employ two typists 
on a partthe banis you will find that you will get 
far more competent people to fill these posts than 
otherwise, if you aTe aiming at getting out the re- 
ports in the course of a week or within sir 
Another point is that when this House is adjourn- 
c.tl for two or three weeks-and it should be 
ed for two or three months a t  certain times which 
is what far  more important Legislatures than ours 
do it mean that you will have two typists 
doing practically nothing every day. In so far as 
the !back work is concelmed, let us employ five 
typists and get through with it, but I cannot see 
that two typists shodd be attached to the ,Leasla- 
tur, thme are very h p o ~ t  offims whch have 
only one typist in each of them. 

The next thing is this: if you employ two typ- 
ists on a bmis t ~ e y  will be transferred 
from this Thera are many people 
are very competent typists and they may 
to give a day$ work or two or thrw days* per 
week and the work can be got off. If you have three 
&p&ers you cannot ten me that you do not m d  
more than two typists; when work is to be done you 
,ill haye thrm waiting on two typists. 
ht us have three t3TP% l& the othm plme 

in tble stride of the let one typist be 
permanently attached to the office and let the other 
two on a part-time bmis. ~h~~ 
come ;1 after the meeting of the House and .the 
work will be got through in two or three days' time; 

Thwe &ing no objection, leavt? was panted they will not here until there is meet- 
the hm. member. 

Mr. GODDffRD: We have been criticised from 
all qmeem the d&e of the *bates m d  we 
are n m  attempting t o  keep the debates UP to date. 
We a p ~ n t i n g  an additional Reporter and two 
typist8 ~ O T  this HOW d we hope that with these 
eppoinbmnnts ttie  debate^ will be kept UP to  dak. 
GWea we a m  reermilSing onr Reporters it is u p  t o  us 
to pay a sufiicienhly remunerative salary so a s  to 

ing of the House m order to have somethbg to  do. 
I say: let us employ typ*ts on a part-he basis for 
getting off your backbg just as you employed people 
to transcribe the shorthand notes of a Reporter who 
has died. We cannot get here and w y  that a, topheavy 
s e h c e  is being created onbide and do thina 
ourselves; if we are aiming at keeping our work ap 
' ta date rmir &t%g mt the reports fn S& W' t h e ,  
I do not see the necessity for employing two whole- 



time typists unless you will lend them to some other 
office a t  times. 

I know that a t  the time of the Estimates you 
cannot comply with the law a t  all-I mean when 
the House is sitting more than twice a week and 
sitting late at  night. There will be abnormal times 
with which you should have a flexible establishment 
to deal; I do not know what type of amendment I 
could introduce to give effect to what I am saying 
now, but I must say if you are setting up  an  office 
you should have a typist in it. You want a per- 
manent typist, you want to employ competent peo- 
ple on' a' part-time basis and you are f a r  more like- 
ly to retain the services of competent people if they 
are  employed on that (basis. If these other typists 
are empkoyed on a part-time basis you will get far  
more capable people than otherwise; if they are 
employed on a permanent basis they will be trans- 
ferred elsewhere in the service, and just as they 
are learning to work they will be taken to some other 
cfflce and you will have to begin training somebody 
else all over again. 

The same argument applies to the competellt 
Reporter. If you must have a competent Reporter you 
&odd  &er a salary which will be an inducement to 
him. We are mdly lacking in  creating a standard of 
reporting i n  this House; I do not h o w  whether or ~t 
the standard was good wben you had a meeting every 
month. We have not kept pace with our own re- 
quirements and as f a r  as a standard for reporting 
debates is concerned, we have none to be proud of 
and we should see that some standard is maintained 
b y  the employment at a good salary of somebody 
who has had experience somewhere else. I do not 
think that this House should rule out the possibility 
of having a female Reporter who may be able to 
maintain a much greater speed in shorthand writing 
than a m m  normally does in  this jab, and she might 
cause our debates to be cwnducted 0x1 an even high- 
er standard of decorum than obtains a t  present. 
W e  may discover that what I have suggested will 
produce greater efficiency where this work is con- 
cerned. I will give this Bill my bllessing in the 
hope that due regard will be paid to the points I 
have raised. I n  the process of time we may want 
t o  introduce some mechanical means of speeding up  
the reporting of these debates; we should not, a t  
this time, do anything which would prevent us from 
adopting in %future the means that would assist us 
in  reaching the goal towards which we are aiming. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I rise partly to agree 
and partly to disagree with some of the remarks 
of my colleague. I was a member of the Select Com- 
mittee which considered this Bill and if I remember 

' correctly many more officers were asked for. The 
Committee was very careful in the matter; through 
what  would appear to be the untimely death of two 
of our ReDorters honourable members, the Press and 
the public became panicky over the reports which 
were very backward. I opposed strongly the idea of 
a s  extra editor who, it was suggested, should be  
employed. It strikes me that the Reporters should 
have some knowledge of English; none of us can 
boast of being any Churchills and you have this 
habit of Repo~ters  taking around members' speeches 
to them. (Mr. LEWIS:  That is done all over the 
world). You make a speech; you do not want a 
Reporter to make a speech for you. We have a 
Clerk who is drawing nearly $500 a month, you 
have a Deputy Clerk drawing one-half that salary, 
you -have a Librarian and Secretary a t  a salary of 
$180 or $190 a month and I am the  first to say 
that the Reporters should be properly paid. It 
nt~ikes me that .the most suitable persons t o  edit the 
notes which they themselves have taken down and 

transcribed would be the Reporters. I t  further 
strikes me that if you have a Clerk he must be in 
charge of the office and i t  is his responsibility to see 
that the printers get the reports. The Clerk should 
be responsible for the work. 

There will be times when there will not be 
sufficient work for the typists to do, but there will 
also be times when the typists will be called upon 
to work at  hours during which people would not like 
to work, a sd  it is for  that reason among othere, that 
we decided that two typists should be employed. 
When you come to the editing of the debates, i t  is 
all right to give fancy titles to people; you have 
the Librarian amd Secretary and can he not also 
assist in editing the debates? I like to pay people 
money, but really I do not like to think that you 
are just creating jobs for people, giving them fancy 
titles and just paying out money when there are 
hundreds of other people who would like to have 
something to do. I am supporting the idea of pro- 
viding this additional Reporter for this Chamber 
because I must plead guilty to being among those 
who make long-winded and, may be, unnecessary 
speeches; but we are driven to make such speeches 
because of the hard-headedness of the Government 
whom you have 'to t ry  and convince of something or 
t ry  to prevent from doing something wrong. If this 
House sits at  night and goes on until the small nours 
of the morning, I agree that we should haw three 
Reporters. If the Reporters are doing their work 
I cannot appreciate the suggestion of appointing a n  
editor to edit the debates. To my way of think- 
ing, the Clerk of this %use must be the persm re- 
sponsible for having the debates edited; he runs ths  
office therefore let him call upon people i n  the offica 
to do work because we are paying them money and 
big money too. It is no use trying to whitewash the 
employees of this Department. 

I feel, Mr. Chairman, that this pr'ocedure should 
be given a trial and I hope that not later than two 
weeks after a speech is made in this House the pub- 
lic will be able to read i t  in  the Offioial Gazette. 
Not only that, I suppose honourable membe- are 
aware of the fact that it is their right to call upon the 
Clerk to draft questions or  any other matters d i c h  
they want to bning before this Chamber. I counsel 
honourable members that if they want anything 
drafted they can go to the Clerk and get it done, 
the Opposition will see to i t  that we work this office 

I am supporting this Bill and I hope that the 
remarks made by the Minister of Social Services as 
to placing the stenotypists in the salary scale accord- 
ing to their experience and ability will also be ap- 
plied to the third Reporter. I feel that the Reporter 
with the experience and ability should be placed 
somewhere in the increlmental scale according to his 
experience and ability as in the case of the typists. 
I understand that when the last post of Reporter 
was vacant, the services of the best Reporter were 
lost because the salary was much below that which 
was paid by the "Advocate" and other newspapers. 
Of course, the Government knows that  well and I 
hope that they will not be so parsimonious on this 
occasion. I feel that if you can get a good man 
you will not be doing anything wrong in  starting him 
off a t  a salary of $180 a month. W e  should call 
upon this office t o  see that the work is being properly 
done and I repeat that  the best person t o  edit a speech 
is the Reporter who has takein the notes, if he is 
worth his salt. If honourable members were to see 
their speeches as they made them, if the speeches were 
printed as honourable members delivered thbm, they 
would not want to speak in  public again. But  She 
public will allow for  all those &ortcomings. 
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Mr. BARROW: I cannot agree with the hon- only describe as a panegyric to one of the members 
ourable members for the City when they criticize (;I this Chamber In the leading article of this news- 
the present standard of reporting in this House. I I Keaper I read in an overseas magazine which has much 
think they have fallen under a misapprehension due 
to the fact that our debates are now reported a t  
such a long time after they have taken place, that 
honourable members take the expurgated, garbled 
and distorted reports which they read in the local 
newspapers to be the correct version of the reports 
of debates which take place in this Chamber. (Mr. 
LEWIS : You are very wrong). Apart from the 
complaint made by the honourable senior member 
for the City, there does appear to be some inter- 
ference with the full exercise of discretion o n  the 
part o~f the Reporters as to grammatical corrections; 
with that one exception I find the present reporting 
;by the s t d  of the House to be reasonable in the 
circumstances. 

As regards the re~or t ing which takes P'"'. 'Y 
the Prem of this island, the "Advocate" in particu- 
lar, i t  is disgraceful that this House should allow 
the distortions, and I consider, malicious omissions 
afid sulbstitutio~ils which take place without sumtmon- 
i r ~ g  the Editor of that newspaper to the Bar of the 
~ o u s e .  w e  know that their Reporters are hopelessly 
handicapped considering the nature of the work 
which they have to do; I am sure that the i+a.laries 
which are paid the %porters are not such would 
bring out the best candidates in the field of short- 
hand reporting, therefore we do exped a few lapses 
from gFace on the part of the Press Repolrters in  
their grammatical constructions where the singular, 

vrider circulation than the newspaper, that the 
situation in l3a.rbados was more explosive than that 
in British Guiana: on the same day I read tbtr, I 
aiso read that Barbados was fortunate in posses~ing 
the leaders hi^ it m s s e s  and no title or honour 
u:ould be too great to heap on the leaders of Bar 
b"d0s because of the responsibility which they dis- 
played in the past. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourablq member is 
going too fa r ;  let us keep to the matter which is be- 

us. 
Mr. BARROW: Unlike the honourable junior 

John who was annoyad his 
'peech was not published the I think 
most of us rejoiced that we were not visited by the 
riinistrations of the Reporters; when they leave u s  
out we feel happier than when we are repprted. 

I agree with what bhhe honourable junior mem- 
ber for the city has said about haviw a certain 

of flexibility where the is 
we are alrmdy overburdened in this ,-~h~~,; no 
,,, could accuse the office of this hing 
ally hi1.e of aativity at any time of the day. We have 
a lot of here in this ~~~s~ WGch should be 
purely honorary and reserved for persons who have 
ecntributed something to the well being of the Civil 
Service of this community. If I wanted to a h u b  
that, I would have to move that the strangers 
leave the gallery as I did on a former occasion. We I should have a flexible staff whose services could bd 

plural, perfect, past perfect and so on are concerned; 
but we cannot overlook the distortions, expurgations 
and reckless substitutions which appear in the Press 

this island when our speeches are reported. Any 
member of this House who is fortunate enough to 
have his name mentioned as having participated in 
a debate, would have to spend the whole d his workr 
ing week in correcting the misrepresentations which 
Pad been made by the "Advocate" newspaper. If 
we had to write letters to the Editor of the news- 
paper we would not have any time to do any othdr 
form of work or engage in any kind of e c o n o d  or 
social activity because all of our time would have 
to be spent in correcting thel reports of debates. 

When we come to the question of reporting 
here, I m quite satiefied that .any deficiemies 
which may exist are attributable more to the faet 
that we have not got enough Ra'porters than to any 
original sin such as that which besets the "Advo- 
cate" Reporters, on the part of our Reporters. I 
can only say that the l ' A d ~ o c a ~ "  Reporters bear 
the taint of original sin just like any other members 
of the human race, but m r e  markedly than any 
other members the. human race. I have divided 
the human race into two sWcier*--the "Advocate" 
Reporters and rna&ind. Mr. Chairman, I am very 

and I a fully responsible for 
1 i+a.y here: I can only come to the conclusion that 
scme of the Editors or Sub-editors of the news- 
~ a p e r  maliciously d?stort, the debates which take 
place in this Chamber t~ the great pl$asure of some 
ntembers of the cornimuninty and to the absolute 
amazement of others. 

, I can give you an qample  of the lamentable 
display on the part of the members of that staff. 
On the same day I read a leading article in thz 
"Advooate" 

Mr. LEWIS: On a point of brder. I thought 
tbat we were discussing the reporting in this H o ~ ~ s e ,  
not the reporting in  the newspaper. I have lost a 
g l ~ r i ~ s  opportunity of saying what I had to say 

*Mr... BARROW :-I wax saying, M3. Chairman, 
+at on the same day on which I read what I can 

~ti l ised when i t  is necessary to utilise them; I would 
also say in agreement with the hon. senior member 
for the City, that I would like to see inserted in 
this Bill s o w  Clause making i b  an  offence to alter 
the debates except in so far  as is necessary for the 
normal process of editing. If I say anything in here 
about anybody 1 can go outside and say it. I do not 
acpree that substrantial statements made in  this 
Flouse, during the course of a debate should be 
ehanged, although they may not be strictly relevant 
tc the issue. 

Another poinb I would like to make is that the 
Librarian and Secretary of this House should be 
made to indqx the debates, so that if we want a de- 
bate at  a particular time he would be able to say: 
"YOU will find it at  page so and so and section sv 
aad SO". I am a t  a 10~s  to discover what the Libra- 
rian and secre(tar~ of this House does, apart from 
writing pamphlets, for 24 hours a day; he has not 
got enough work mapped out for him to do. I do not 
"ant to offer any personal criticism or attlack any- 
body; there is no point in honourable members 
making suggestions on the floor of this House either 
t n  be attacked or t~ be ignored. This is a domestic 
matter; We W O U . ~ ~  like to put our own house in or- 
der. I hope that the members of the &bates Com- 
mittee and the Speaker will see that most 01f the sug- 
gestions made on the floor af House are imple- 
mented. 

As regards the time limit, I see no reason why 
there should be a hiatus of 21 days between the 
making of a speech in this House and its publication 
for the benefit of the community. If we are going, 
to inake our staff flexible, the correct thing to do is 
to .experiment and se what numbern of Reporters will 
ellsure that the debates will bk in the stationeries 
within 48 hours of their having been made. The House 

' of Commons meets nearly every day and you can get 
the eqik4 and printed Hansard the next mo~ning ;  
h&e we m e t  on one hay & week and it is only a 
cruestion of employing adequatg s(a8 so that the. 
debates can be transcribed and typed w d  sent to 
the printers withihg 48 hours. I do not see whp the' 
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debates should be shunted through so many chan- 
riels-from the &porters to the typists, then to the 
Clerk, then to the printers, from h e  printers to the 
proof-readers and then back to the printers a d  
after  the printers have kept them for six months, 
the long-suffering publio will get accurate COPY 
of what took place in the House- Apart the 
' ' Official Gazette " and the daily newsp(aper, there 
is no other means of disseminating the knowledge 
of public affairs in this colony and that is a very 
sc.rious matter. 

Mr. L E W ~ & :  would appear as if by impli- 

rnittee to be meddling in the affairs of the 
EIouse if that is not absolutely necessary. I hope 
that the introduction of stenotypists does not prevent 
us from engagillg the services of typists, be- 
cause ,ve only need typists. Perhaps one of the 
t u i s t s  should be a stenotypist, but if you can get a 
good typist we should engage the services of that 
typist. 

Hon. Dr. H.  G. CUMMINS : I n  answer to the 
honourable mlember, I should like to say that the 
salaries paid to these officers were origiilally incor- 

I have criticised the standard of reporting 
iil this H ~ ~ ~ ~ .  w,hen I say the standard o,f report- 
iug, that W e r  everything, the preparation of 
the debates and everything else. From my experi- 
ence 1 say that the Reporters &odd weicome the 
assistance of somebody in the presentation of the 
debates; I can pro'duce some debates which the Head 
"Noticer3 of Questiom" was put  under a different 
ITead altogether. I know that the Reporters are work- 
ing for sala,ries m d  they are working under 
difficult conditi,ons; far from criticising them, I con- 
g~attulate them on what they do. However, that does 
not mean that they do the besb job. 

The honourable senior member for St. George kas 
been referring to the reports which appear in the 
Press. If you are criticising the standard of report- 
ing in the newspaper, I would like 60 ask whence 
cb we our &porters?--From the very news- 
papers. Therefore if you criticise the one, you au- 
tcmatically criticize .the okher. I notice that a stand- 
ard has been set i n  other West Indian Islands but 
here, we have accepted a low standard ; you just have 
t~ look at the p r e g n t a t i ~ n  of the debates to see that 
our standard lacks something. We want somebody 
to take an interest and have some pride in the work 
n+hioh is turned out by the House and the position 
will be different I feel that we should have an Editor 
of the debates and there is nothing wrong i n  an  
hcmourable member seeing his sp,eech before it is 
grintied. If  I am not allowed to see a speech which 
I have made, I have a good memory and I can say;  
"I did not say this" and then we will have more 
debate. No honourable anember has any right to 
interfere with the presentation of what he has said; 
I know that ~ $ h  the best will in the world a Reporter 
will write down something and later on he will dis- 
cover that  he has written that somebody has salid 
"Yes," and "No" in the same sentence. I do not 
think that the Reporters would try to misrepresent 1 
what has been said; the Reporters are over-worked 
and I am not so sure that we are paying such hand- 
some salaries that we have people who do not need 
any assistance. 

I do not naind, if what I say is taken down exactly 
I said i t ;  I have no Cdlege to disgrace ; the people 

understand what I say and they elect me here. T 
would lib what I say reported and I would rejoiue 
in that. There is no question of hiding behind 

this is a place where you to represent 
the people and you represent the 
properly You Oan in here thin@ which you 
cannot sag outside. You in thin@ which 
are true and if you said them outside You would be 
dragged into a Court; that is a p r z v i k e  which we 
nlust r-peett. y o u  cannot be nwmled from say$€! 
things outside and be m u d e d  from saying m 
here too. 

Clause 8 as amended was read. 
Mr. WWIS: I should like t o  know why the 

words "wZh the apprcrvd of the Govern~r-in-Exeon- 
tiva Committea'' have been insertad in Subdause  
(2) ; those words were not i n  the Aet before. I 

. do not like the Gevernor-in-Exeefitive Corn- 

porated in the Act. For instance, Sub-clause (2) 
provides that the salaries shall not exceed so much 
and (*Ire LEWIS: That is right) - 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I would advise the 
Minister of Social Services not to delete the word 
Isl tel lot~~ists ."  If you merely appoint typists you 
m ~ g h t  appoint People who Cannot even spell cm- 
rwtly;  a stenotypist is of necessity a better person 
than a mere typist becaase she has a better under- 
standing of English. You do not want to appoint a 
I erson who merely kllows the keyboard of a type- 
writer. 

The question that Clause 3 as amended stand 
part put  and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS, sec- 
onded by Hon. M. E. Cox, the CHAIRMAN reported' 
the passing of the Bill in Committee with amend- 
ments. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
accordialgly. 

O n  motions of Hon. Dr. 11. G. CUMMINS, sec- 
onded bp 13011. M. E.  Cox in each case, the Bill was 
read a third time and passed. 

Hon. D r  H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,--I 
beg to move that this House do now adjourn for 
half an hour. 

Hon. M. E. Cox seconded the motion which was 
agreed to, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House 
accordingly. 

On re-assembling, 

REPORT RELATING TO FIRE PROTECT&)N 
FOR CITY OF BRIDGETOWN 

His Hon. TKE SPEAKER: As I have under- 
stood the Leader of the House, the C o v e r m a t  
wishes to return to Order Xo. 3. The llext order 
of the day thaefore  stands in the name of the hon- 
ourable Leader of this House: To move the consid- 
eration of the Report of the Select Committee relat- 
ing to Fire Protection for  the City of Bridgetarn. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker, this report 
dais with the much debated question of a Fire 
Station for the City of Bridgetown. The question 
of a Fire Station for  the City of Bridgetown has 
been discussed in this Island ever smce 1947-48 
when Maior Cox Superintendent of the Trinidad 
Fire Brigade, ca&e from that Island to investigate 

after spnding a few weeks here, he 
on the fire situation in Barbadps and made certain 
recommendations for a Fire Station for the City of 
Bridgetown. His report was printed and circulated. 
I n  comection with Fire Protection, h e  recom- 
mended that  there should be a headquartem and a 
few subsidiary fire stations. The Government of. 
that time did not exactly accept his report; and t& 
matter was dde r red  until Barbados had its own 
E'ire Ofticer. I n  the course of time, our Fire Officer, 
came on the scene and during his period of engage 
ment for  three years, he trained OUT local firemm 
in modern methods of fire-fighting. However, when 
it came to dealiag with Fire Proteetioa and Pire 
Stations, he did not agree with the views of Major 
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Cox. He felt that Bridgetown should have one fire 
station and gave as one of his reasons that one fire 
station would lend itself to better control and would 
entail less expense. I can quite see with that view 
because if you have more than one fire station, it 
will be a question of duplication of your equipment 
and machinery and would mean an inorease in the 
number of fire fighters. As a result, the capital cost 
would be higher and the recurrent cost would also 
be higher. Another point of view of our Fire Offi- 
cer was that a nlan would be better trained if there 
were one fire station. 

The Government has therefore accepted the 
recommendations of Major Craggs, who was our Fire 
Officer. When he came here, Government had al- 
ready bought Saint Cecilia and one of the reasons 
that  influenced Government to purchase St. Cecilia 
was that i t  was thought by the then Commissioner 
of Police, Col. Michelin, that i t  would be a likely 
place for a Fire Station. It is true to say that Col. 
Michelin was no fire specialist, nor did he pretend 
t o  be one, but that was his view which he put to 
the Government and the Government accepting it, 
committed it to this House which accepted it also. 
It will be remembered that when Government came 
down to this House for a sum of money to build a 
Fire Station ,a t  St. Cecilia, i t  was passed by this 
House; therefore, it can be said that the House of 
that  day accepted that view. I believe there was 
some scepticism about the plan, but fhally the 
resolution was passed. 

As I have said, Major Craggs objected to St: 
Cecilia for a Fire Statim; first of all, because of the 
nature of the site, and secondly, because the exit 
on King Street was narrow. I n  connection with 
that, the Government decided it would buy-t~vo 
small properties alongside that exit in order to 
make the exit wider. Again Major Craggs objected 
because he thought King Street of itself was too 
narrow and as he said, journeying to a fire in the 
heart of Bridgetown, the fire equipment would have 
to  go either along Baxters Road and Tudor Street 
o r  along White Park road and as they were both 
very busy streets, the amount of traffic to be en- 
countered would cause some delay in  the apparatus 
arriving on the scene of the fire. He said that the 
delay of one minute would cause irreparable harm 
in the early stages of a fire. 

While Major Craggs did not accept St. Cecilia 
a s  a favourable site for a fire station, he favoured 
other sites that were suggested. He favoured the 
suggested site a t  Temple Yard as well as he fav- 
oured the suggested site of the Jubilee Gardens 
opposite the Parochial Buildings. As I have said, 
when the Government decided on St. Cecilia for a 
Pire Station, there were two reasons for  coming to 
that  conclusion. First of all, it was Government 
property, and secondly, it was bought with the in- 
tehtion of placing a.fire station there. When that 
proposition came to the House it was passed after 
much criticisms but when the resolution was con- 
sidered by the Other Place, members of that  body 
had their objections and they sent it to a Select 
Committee. The Sdect  Committee went into the 
matter and reported in favour of the Temple Yard 
site. - Government did not proceed any further with 
St. Cecilia for one reason or another. 

00 exazhination of other sites recently, the 
Gavernment acting under the advice of Major 
Craggs considered as suitable the Probyn Street site 
on which the bwes are parked now. Ascordingly,the 
Head of the Administration sent a Message to this 
House recommending the Probyn Street site and 
the House appointed a Select Comniittee to csnsider 
a reply to His Excellency's Messaee. 

Mow, Sir. why does the Government prefer the 
&obyn Street site? I am reminded that Probyn 

Street some years ago was considered a suitable 
site and Major Cox also showed some preference 
for it. However, the Select Committee met a day 
and made a visit to other plaoes among which was 
the Sanderson's place in White Park Road. Let me 
say that the price of that was prohibitive, it cost- 
ing in the neighbourhood of aC27,OOO. Miss Ester. 
brook's place was also suggested by another mem- 
ber of the Select Committee but there were one or 
two members of the Committee who felt that inas- 
much as St. Cecilia was in the neighbourhood, just 
around the corner so to speak from this place, no 
advantage would be gained. One of the main ob- 
jections still remained in the choosing of these two 
places was that they were still some distance from 
the heart of Bridgetown and the fire apparatus 
would encounter considerable traffic while proceed- 
ing to a fire ,ip Bridgetown. 

The Select Committee finally decided on the 
report which now stands before us and its recom-' 
mendation is that one main Fire Station should be 
erected to the ndrth of Trafalgar Square within the' 
radius of one mile from Trafalgar Square and that  
a subsidiary station should also be erected some- 
where in the vicinity between Worthings and Oistin' 
in the parish of Christ Church. We asked Capt. 
Barron, Director of Highways and Transport, to 
attend two of the meetings of the Select Committee 
and he assured the Committee that he could find 
enough parking space within the confices of the 
old Railway Yard to accommodate the buses which 
are now parked on the Probyn Street site with the 
exception of the buses which ply to the country 
and which are parked on the strip next to Bethel.. 
This means that all the buses which travel up and 
down on the various routm to Bridgetown half- 
hourly and quarter-hourly would be accommodated' 
in the old Railway Yard. I 

Let me tell this House that there is sentiment 
against the adoption of the Probyn Street site. I 
know of one member of the Select Committee who 
feels strongly, as he describes it, that Probyn Street 
is becoming a Social centre and the Bus Stand. 
should not be removed from that site. I cannot see 
the value in that argument; as a matter of fact, it IS 
no argument a t  all; it is an  expression of sentiment. 
Another member of the Committee also objected 
to the Probyn Street site because he considered that 
firemen would not be comfortable there owing to 
the noises from the nearby hotels on Nelson Street 
interfering with their rest. That member also 
expressed the view that there was also a lot of 
noises around the two theatres in the vicinity. Sir, 
I am assured by responsible members of the com- 
munity and of this House who had talks with the 
firemen that those men would feel quite comfortable 
and hagpy if they were to be accommodated ade- 
quately on Probyn Street. I am assured that  by 
members of this community whose word must be 
respected. I personally cannot see any objection 
to the Probyn Street site. First of all, the Directa  
of Highways and Transport *id he can adequately 
accommodate the buses which are now parked on- 
that site in the old Railway Yard, and secondly, if 
the firemen say they would feel happy on that 
site, I think their feelings should carry some weight 
on our decision. 

Another objection to the Probyn Street site by 
members of the Select Committee was the q u m t i ~  
of the approach to the City and the amount of traffic 
that will be encountered when the fire apparatus 
would have to cross the .Victoria Bridge. Capt. 
Barron attended the meeting a t  which that ob'ectinn 
was raised and he produced drawings which ? think 
were acpepted by at; least one member of that  Com- 
mittee who knows something of engineering., Oapt. 
Barron told the Committee that it was propbsed to  
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add another span to the Victoria Bridge and alter 
the angles connecting the Victoria Bridge with 
Bridge Street and change the traffic in this neigh- 
bourhood he was sure that the fire apparatus 
would be able to pass freely. 

The subsidiary fire station that was suggested 
by the Select Committee to be built in the vicinity 
of Worthhgs and Oistin is a very good idea and 
one which we should keep in mind for future refer- 
ence, and probably, for future development, Dut 
first things must come first. The question of 'the 
erection of a fire station for headquarters should be 
proceeded with as speedily as possible. 

Sir, I did not a g r e  with the Report of the 
majority of that Select Committee and l expressed 
my&& as adhering to the Message as sent down 
by His Excellency the Governor. There is one thing 
which I want to point out. I have heard it said 
that the honourable Premier agrees with the 
Majority Report. That is not correct. The honour- 
able Premier attended one meeting of the Select 
Committee and could only stay for five minutes. 1 
do not think he heard enough of the deliberations of 
the Committee to come to a conclusion in favour of 
the Majority Report. The question of cost was also 
taken into consideration by the Select Committee, 
and as I have said, the Sanderson place in White 
Park Road, if purchased by 'Government, would cost 
$27,000. 

(A VOICE: How much land?) 
I think it is between four and five acres of land. 

When negotiations were made with a view to pur- 
chasing the Sanderson place the owner said that I 

' Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. ALLDEB: Mr. Speaker, as one of the mem- 

bers of that Select Committee and one who agreed to 
the ,\Lajority Keporr, l get up to move that the 
Majority Report be adopted. Before I open my re- 
marks generally I would like to say that this is more * 
of a business matter than a pplitical matter, there- 
fore, i t  calls for sanity on all sides in deciding this 
Ssne because it is for the expenditure of a large sum 
o i  money to provide this community with an essential 
service. I t  is vary important that you give this matter 
tile serious study it deserves because when we finish 
the construction of a new Fire Station it should be 
something not to last for the present but for the fu- 
ture. Sir, I think the Committee went very carefully 
into this mattm. It met on, several occasions and the 

ndings are just as  have been set out in the reports 
Speaking penonally I have taken sufficient trouble 
to investigate members of the travelling public and 
nlembers of the Fire Brigade department as regards 
the suitability ,of the Probpn Street site to erect a 
Fire Station and I will give this House a summary 
of ,my investigations. 

I will start off by saying that it was in 1942 when 
4 

the Government acquired a set of buildings over at  
Probyn Street which was then occupied by Mr. A. E. 
Taylcr for the purpose of putting down a Fire Sta- 
tion. The Government after acquiring that site felt 
that i t  was ~nsuita~ble to erect the Fire Station, and as. 
n result, the programme was discarded and the area 
of land was converted into a bus stand eventually. 
The public appreciates the removal of the buses from 
Trafalgar Square to Probyn Street. As the honour- 

they were only pricing the land but the house would 
be thrown into the deal. In  the case of the Probyn 
Street site the land is already the property of the 
Government. If the Probyn site is agreed to 
for a Fire Station there, would be an exchange of 
land between the owners of the Plaza Theatre and 
the Government for some land in the vicinity of the 
theatre and if the exchange is effected it would 

able Minister of Social Services has said, it is used not 
only as an area for people who are awaiting trans- 
port but parents have become accustomed to waiting 
there during the day to collect their children com~ng 
from the various routes where the schools are situate& 
and generally it is used as a social hub of the City. 
It is my  pinion that while everybody feels that fire- -& 
men are forced to remain in the unhealthy area of 

bring about a condition which would be favourable , Coleridge Street yet their removal to Probyn Streef 
to the owners of the Plaza Theatre as well as to the 
Government. There are also three or four house spots 
in the back which the Government Tvould buy. 
ddi t ion we d l l  not have to buy land for the park- 
ing Of the buses as the 'ld yard be 
used for that purpose. It was told to the Committee 
that the it was suggested put the buses 
in the Yard is are to 
ultimately build a new set of offices there for the 

and Transport Department and 
house the Public Works Department. It is also pro- 
posed to build a Repair Shop in that yard for the 
repairing of Government vehicles and engineering 

and when that is done there not 
be enough space to put a Fire Station there. 

Sir, honourable members can read the report 
of the Select Committee and can take into consider- 
ation the short history of the proposal for a Fire 
Station in Barbados from 1947-48 until now which I 
have given them. As can be seen there is a report by 
the majority and one by the minority. Let me just say 
that the old Railway Yard can be converted to ac- 
commodate buses at  a very small cost. 

(A VOICE: Why could not that land be used 
for building such as the building owned by Messrs. 
Barnes & Clompany on the other aide of the river?) 

Hon. Dr. OUMiMINS: I am advised by engineem 
that the old Railway site is not suitable for building 
a fire station and therefore I have to accept the advice 
of those who know more than I do about that matter. 
I beg to move that the Minority Report be now 
adopted. 

W O U . ~ ~  only provide them with five or ten percent bef- 
ter ease from present congestion and that not 
sufficient. w e  have the opportunity of giving them 
iiinely to one hundred per cent improvement in their 
environment. What I am trying to point out is this: 
if they are removed to Probyn Street instead of their 
getting ninety or one hundred per cent improved con- 
ditioar to they are now in Coleridge 
street, they would only be getting five to ten per cent. 
Firemen have to work hard and they must rest. 
C'omfortaHy during the day so that in rase they are 
called out at night they can be fit to fight fire. 
Everybody knows pretty well that Probyn Street is 
not suitdble plme men to live. h d  why? The 

d d I n g  the day around that area is tremendous 
and the traffic is extremely heavy. The quarters whlch 
will he constructed for them will be cornered on one 
side by the tall building of the Plaza Theatre and the 
galvanized warehouse aside of that, to the front by 
the Empire Theatre and looking at the matter from 
another point of view, aback of Jessamy Lane an6 
on Nelson Street there are about eight night clubs 
which pr&ce much noise throughout the night, 
plus the fact that there are many tenement house? 
in Je~sarny Lane and thereabouts from which you 
get a conglomeration of noises so everybody bat 
the l@ Fire Officer, who seems not to be interested 
in his men, feels it would be definitely an unsuitable 
d te  for a fire station. I have questioned the firemen 
myself and they have told me that they wodd be glad 
to removed from their present location to anywhere ' 
else, but if a better site than the Probyn Street e ~ u l d  
be found, of emrse they would prefer to wait a little #@ 
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longer instead of goiilg there. That is contrary to the I ment find itself saddled with St. Cecilia which is a 
statement which the honourable Minister said just 
now. The firemen went as far as to say that they would 
go anywhere so h a g  as they \\-ould be removed from 
the present site. 'If they were forced to accept going 
to Probyn Street they would consent, yet they would 
prefer to go somewhere more congeliial than either 
of the two places. 

We must also bear in lnind that if we remove 
the stand from its present position we will be 
throwing away the money which we have already 
spent to surface the area and when the buses ;.&re re- 

property that will more than do for the accommoda- 
tlon of the Podice Band and if Government has 
also the Garden House in Country Road which now 
house the Labour RTelfare department and that 1s 
also too large for the purpose, Government should 
be bold and astute enough to sell olle of them. As 
a member of the Comm~ttee, after being invited to 
see Mrs. Sanderson's place, I readily came to the 
concl~usion that i n m u c h  as St. Cecilia was tuaned 
down from being a suitable site for the Fire Station 
that Mrs. Slanderson's place would be a more suitable 
site for the purpose. It contaim a b u t  qix and one- lnoved from acre, they wiU not be to a plwe half acres of land and is about a quarter of a mile where they can all be accommodated, because the proposals are that the eounlly buses will continue to I from Nelson's statue. It contabs a substantially built 

ocoupy the area alongside ~ ( ~ t h ~ l  while the City buses 
would be carried to the old Railway Yard. That is 

dwelling house which is ofl great historic value a d  
lt "lso has Out The arguments which 

not a programnle inasmuch as you are not 
providing for the accommodation for all of the buses 
in one compound; you are having a group of buses 
here and another else. B~~~~ should be 
grouped in one orderly area and it Can he %id that 
i t  exists now excluding those which are parked in the 
Lower Green, and those are buses which ply to the 
L e m r d  districts. 

Be that as it may, when it to the question 
of St. CeCilia for the ereetion of a Fire station, I lvant 

to make a few suggestions to Goverm'ent, I want the 
Government to bear in mind that expression of 
opinion by me should not be taken as my being 'p- 
posed to the St. Cecilia site £or OPPO&% sake Or be- 
cause I am opposed to the policy of the Government, 
but my expressions of opinion are based On little 
business knowledge and common sense and after a 

- lengthy d ~ ~ c w i o n  with who know" 
gomething about the siting of Fire stations. when 
St. Geeilia was to be bought I levelled mme cirticisms 
against it a d  One of my principal was that 
if it were to accommodate a Fire fimt 
end foremost you had h think of the accommodation 
of the fire engine and its exit frorn the place as 
speedily as possiWe. I suggested to the Govern- 
fi-ent ~ ~ o k e s m a n  who was handling the resolution 
at the tim'e that. St. Cecilis was most unsuitaxe 
for the reason I have just given. In  my opinion, 
Passage Road is tuo narrow a, street for a fire 
engine to travel quickly and besides that Passage 
Road as well as King Street are always flanges- 

tsd with traffic and pedestrians. As the honourable 
Minister of Social Services said, a Committee was 
set up  comprised of members of the Other Place and 
they turned down the St. Cecilia site. Well now, St. 
Cecilia is occupied by the Police Rand and 'I. can tell 
you that the Band regrets having to occupy such a 
large place because its members have to take care of 
it; they have to clean it and keep it; in order and that 
'takes up a great deal of time. I t  is more land and 
Property than they can use and i t  is proving very 
costly. 

Sir, 11 did not attend the first meeting of the 
Select Committee but for the next meeting 1 was 
circularised requestiw me to meet the Chmmittee 
at  Mrs. sandemon's place in Whitepark. I did not 
h o w  how the committee came to consider the 
p ~ r c h ~  of Mrs. S a n d e ~ o n ' ~  place but before I.say 

'anytKng further on that .I must this to members 

were put UP %ainst St. Cecilia being used as a Fire ! be used against Sanderson's 
place. It is On Whitepark Road and I would 
gest to Government that if i t  wanted to be success- 
fd in the present programme, it can sell St. (&Cilia 
and the Garden House. 

It is my point of view that if Government have 
two properties which are not fully utilised and 
neither can afford the facilities for which i t  is 
acquired that Government should release itself of 
them and seek to acquire one which would provide 
all the facilities. d can say from my inspection thab 
the Sanderson7s property contains several hundred 
times more reo&odation than the two properties 

I of St. Ceoilia and "The Garden." The proceeda 
from the sale of these two properties would offs~t  
in a great measure the cost of acquiring the Sander- 
son7s property if the owners of it and the Govern- 
ment can come to an  agreement on the price. There 
are several departments of Government for 
rent is being paid. The Government Electrical 
Engineer's Department is now being ho-d in one 
of the expensive offices of Plantation Lirnited Bulildi 
ing. 1 think rent for an office in that bbilding is , not 1- than $100 per month. There is also the Old 
Age Pensions Department housed in White Park 
Road in a rented property. If Sanderson's 
property were to be acquired with its 6% acres of 
land by Government and the several buildin@ on it, 
I am sure i t  would afford accommodation for the 
Labour Welfare Department, the Government 
Electrical Engineer's Department, the Old Age 
Pensions Office, the Police Band and the Fire 
Station. I a m  sure that if any private business 
man were faced as Government is faced in  this 
matter, that he readjly would agree with the sug. 
gestion I have put forward. Not only would i t  be 
an investment for the moment, but it would be a 
good investment for many years to come owing to 
the spaciousness of it. 

Now, Skr, I do not agree with the argument of 
having your Fire Station in the heart of Bridge- 
town. That is a joke. Everyone knows that the 
City of Bridgetown is expanding and what is nqw 
considered as the suburbs of the ~C'ity will in a short 
while cease to be such, therefore, when any new 
building is to be erected by the Government, that 
sE.ould be borne in mind. What is more, Mr. 

I Speaker, the kind of fires which we generally geq 
in Bridgetown according to past history h the kind 

of the ~overnment. Government bwiness should which we would get whether the Fire Brigade equip- 
not be run differently from private enterprise, the ! ment was in the same buildiag in which the fire 
same principles 'are involved. You get keen, astute I breaks out or in the building next door. It is known 
businem wen ifl they have made an investment and that when a fire is to be a mu& be, it will be. 
it does not bring them the profit they expect froink I Bearing that in mind, the nearness of , a  Fire. Station 

' it,-they cease with that concern and start something 1 does not prevent ,a fire from taking place in the 
e h .  Government must be bold, and astute enough / City. W is in the suburbs and rural districts wher2 

'$6 aqopt such methods when necessary. If  G~vern-  y o u  get a hard-working woman haviw to leave her 
I, C 
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- m a l l  children ill the house while the stove is burning ir. the old b i l u a y  Yard the majority of the Selecf 
to run to the shop or the pipe and the children take1 Commiittee felt that it was a most unsuitable spa, 
i t  upon themselves to interfere with the stove so\ I do not share the view that you cannot find proper 
that i t  blazes ulp to catch fire to nearby blinds or foundations on the area now occupied by the a h ,  
linens to eventually catch the house afire that YOU ;vays and Transport Department to put down a large 
get what may be termed uildesigiled fires. I t  is for building but personally, I feel that neither the Bus 
fires like those that you should site your fire stations. Terminal nor the Fire Station &ould be put there, 
The argument that you should have your fire station I see the necessity of keeping that area to accommo- 
in the heart of Bridgetown falls to pieces by what date the Highways and Transport Department. I also 
I have just pointed out. feel that the Public Works Department can be re- 

Again, Sir, I do not think we should at all times moved there in the course of time and, as it has been 
accept blindly any recommendation made by a Head suggested, that there is necessity for Government to 
of a Department even although he may be considered taave its own mechanical u~orkshop to service its own 
an expert in his field. I was not particularly *l- vehicles, l feel that area is very ideal for such a 
pressed by the suggestions made by our late Fir.> ~ ~ ~ l - k ~ h o p .  
Officer. E e  seemed to me as if he did not know I do hape that the House would support the 
v e v  much about his business and seemed to car: v;,ws of the majo-rity of the select committee. 
very little of the men that were 'under him. He far  as I know, each member of that Committee did 
may have recommended the Probyn Street site as a his best to at  a reasonable decki,on before 
good place for a Fire Station, but I am sure that ggreeing to the Report which was finally presented 
those who have recommended i t  as a good site would t, this Chamber. While I am on this matter, I am 
not go there to live unless they were unable to dq l;.ondering if there is any useful purpose served ir: 
differently. I am sure no Head of a G~vernment setting up a Select Corninittee of members of this 
~ e ~ a r t m e n t  would accept living conditions in  P r o b ~ n  ( llamber allcl 0x1 the Committee presenting a majority 
Street especially if his duties made it incumbent on report, and one of the members presenting a minority 
him to be there both by day and night, every dlaS' ,,port, that the minority report must have pre- 
of the year. eminence over the majority report. If such a thing 

As I have said, Sir, my aim is not to give is to be permitted, then I consider that it is a waste 
men thirty percent improved atmosphere; W aim is of time setting up Select Committees. 
to give them one hundred percent, and removing I haw an alternative suggestion to make t o  
them from Coleridge Street to Probyn Skreet would Government. 111 case Government does not wish tb 
only be giving them five to ten percent i m ~ o v e -  ,,quire the Sandemon's property, even although I 
ment in their environment. *It must also be borne , g ,  strong in my oppositioll to the acqniring of 

- in  mind that Probyn Street can be a bottleneck at St. Cecilia for the purpose of Fire Station and 
times with traffic inamueh as there are two large ( Police Band Headquarters, I am willing to co~pro-  
theatres and a church nearby. As I have said, it 
is a noisy place. I am sure every h~murab le  mem- 
ber must have passed Nelson &reet some time or 
other and heard the conglomeration of noises which 
emanates from those people whose business it is $0 
entertain certain sections of the public. Sir, to go 
bemnd those arguments and force these u n f ~ t m a t e  
firemen to live in Probyn Street would just be taking 
more advantage of them. 

As regards the suggestion by a former Corn- 
mittee with respect to Temple Yard a site for 
the Fire Station, I am told that Government has set 
a Iimit to the amount which 7% intends to spend on a 
new Fire Station and (1 am sure that the buildings 
and lands a t  Temple Yard would cost more than 

' the suggested site in Whitepark Road and on top of 
that, would not afford any r w m  for expansion in  
the future. What is more, that plan clashes with 
the proposals of the Market Committee of the St., 
Michael's Vestry. Temple Yard is one of the pro- 
posed sites f o ~  a market in Bridgetown. I do agree 
that Government should not pay an exorbitant 
price for any property it m2y wish to acquire, but I 
am, as optimistic as to believe that the price asked for 
the Sandemon's house is not the bottom price. As a 
business man, I know that several prices are asked for 
in bargaining. but buyers scarcely accept to b ~ y  
if too high a figure is suggested. 'Inasmuch as Gov- 
ernment has its technical officers, like the Director 
of Highways and Transport and the Director of 

' 
and am willing to agree to the Fire Station 

k i n g  put there instead of at  Probyn Street. &/ly reason 
for ,,ying so is due to the fact that I have discussed 
the matter with someone who has something to do 
with the running of St. Cecilia and as the person has 
expressed th(3 view that St. Cecilia is too large a 
place for the Police Band Headquarters and, the 
amount of work entailed in keeping the grounds clean, 
I feel it would be better to place the Fire Statiori 
there than to remove the Bus Stand from Probyn 
Street. However, although I am willing to compro- 
mise, it cloes not mean that I feel that St. Ceciiia :a 
the most 6uitsble site; I still feel that there would be 
some difficulty in a F i ~ e  Station getting from that 
street. As I have said, i t  is my view that it wwld bo 
far  easier for a fire engine to traverse up and down 
Whitepark &ad from a station on that street than 
$6 come out of some quarters inb &g Street and 
then to swing either up or down that street to get 
to either of the mdn  streets. 

Another point against erecting the Pire Station 
a t  P'robyn Street is that so l m g  as the fire engine 
must pass ,over the Victoria Bridge you are not sure 
that it will get over without being bottled up in the 
traffic that passes over that bridge and around the 
t r d c  lanes by the Nelson Monument. I agree with 
the quggestion of one of the, membew of the ;Corn- 
m-ittee that it should be stipulated in the repcrrt that. , the propwed site should be within one mile radius of 
the Nelson monument. While I agree with that stipu- 

Public Works, who are capable engineers, they should 
know something of the value of properties, and I 
Bm sure +hat Government could set up a panel of 
such gentlemen to go into the question of valuing 
the Sanderson's property and making an offer to 
the owners. 

Sir, I am saying that nothing should be done 
before Government makes an attempt to acquire the 
Sandermn's property. As I have said, I feel it would 
be sn investment. As w a r d s  putting the bus stand 

lation, I am still of the opinion that there would be 
ncthing wrong if the Fire Station were to be $.ected 
a t  Waterford. Of course, I do not mean at Watdor(1  
directly; I mean anywhere outside of the congested 
area of Bridgetown. It dloes not mean. that h a w e  
a F 5 ~ e  Station is in  the (Jity that it earn get to a fire 
somewhere in the City easier. A SIX m+ may be 
able to get to a fire in Bridgetown quicker and easier 
from Bmk Hail than if h were sttttimed in solnzs 
part of the City. As r have said earlier, putting it 



next door to a bond h o w  does notsmean that it will 
pceyeat that bond house from being burnt down. Sir. 
I feel that the Fire Station should be t,o ~ t r a t e g i d y  
sited that it would serve not only those who get com- 
pensation from insurance companies 'in case of loss 
by fire, but also those whose position does not perm~t 
them to insure their small houses. 

Mr. Speaker, I throw out those suggestions to 
Gevernment. They are based on facts and arrived 
at  after a thorough investigation has 'been carried 
out by me. I share the view that Barbados does not 
~ e e d  one large Fire Station which would cost over 
$300,000. I would prefer to have several fire sta- 
tions strategically sited in the most populated areas 
than ta have an elaborate setup bottled up ill the 
h e r t  of the Oity. I also agree with that part of 
the Majority lieport ot the belect Coillmlittee wllich 
states that one of the fire stations should be on the 
southern side of the City to guard against fires in the 
hotel areas in Christ Church. I t  1s proposed that 

w e n b e n t  be made ta that paragraph and in- 
stead of stipulating that the vicinity of that site 
sllould be between St. Lawrence and Oistin that the 
vldnity should 'be between the Garrison and Oistiu. 

ree with that amendment. 
As I @t ave said, Sir, i t  is true to say that the 

JJrabyn Street site was bought in 1v2 for the erec- 
t i m  of a F i e  Station but after buying the slte, the 
pmpos~l  to erect a fire station there was turned 
h w n .  The area is now being used as a hub stand 
and it is not sentiment, as has been guggested by the 
hoaourable Minister of Social Services, that the 
public like Probyn Street for a Bus Stand, but even 
if i t  were sentiment any Government that is reason- 
able will give some consideratiotl to the sentimentd- 
ity of the masses. Because of the suitability of 
P r ~ b y n  Street for the Bus Stand, the tmvelling 
public would like it to remain there and I share 
their views and feel that all honourable members 
should share the views of these people. I do not 
look at  this as a plarty matter. I t  is a question of 
putting down a public service which should give the 
greatest satisfaction tc the greatest number. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, the honour- 
able introducer of this resolution began by giving a 
resume of the proposals and indecisions to construct 
a, new Fire Brigade Station but I notice that he 
skipped a lot of the comic opera which has been per- 
formed by the Government in this matter. I-Ion- 
ourable members may have noticed within reeent 
tiines that the people in this island are becominp 
more adopted to the theatre but I think that onp of 
the 'b'est forms of amusement to be found in Earba- 
dog, at the wo~ment is to watch closely the antics of 
the present Gwernment, especially the burlesque 
shows it puts on like the one in connection with 
,the Fancy Molasses matter. While free entertain- 
ment can be provided by these sources, the only 
tragic thing about them is that they cost the tax- 
pwers a lot of money; therefore. even while in them- 
selves they may be amusing, they must be viewed 
with some concern Gnce they involve such a hea.cy 
drain on the Treasury. 

NOT, the honourable Minister of Social Services 
~uggested that the proposals contained in His Ex- 
e~llency's Message should be endarsed by this House. 
Briefly, His Excellency's Message %gees with the 
suggestion of putting the Fire Brigade Station on 
Pisobyn Street. 

(Mr. Speaker left the Chair and Mr- Deputy 
Speaker took the Chair.). 

I was saying Sir, that His Excellency's Message 
to which we are making reference, suggests that the 
Ii ire Brigade Station should be erected cn Prcbyll 

Street on the site whioh was origilrally. earmarked 
Tor that purpose and Government sap that it is 
much more centrally located than the site at  Passage 
Road. In other words, in 1954, the Government hara 
finally come to the conclwion that the site bought 
at Passage Road for a Fire Station should be a s -  
carded and the old Probyn Street site with the 
aequieition of more land as  has been proposed to 
buy, should be used for a Fire Statian. Sir, I refer 
to this whole matter as comic opera because wheu 
\lie Government was about to buy hhe P w a g e  h d  
site, speaker a f k r  speaker mid that i t  was not suit- 
able for a Fire Brigade Station. The honourable 
senior member for St. John said a t  that time almost 
\\hat the Government is saying now, that is, if a fire 
b r e a ~  out in the middle part of the City, it would 

I be difficult for the fire engine to get from Pasage 
Rof~d quickly to the fire owing to the enormous CO=- 

gestion of traffic on the streets; over which the fire 
engine would have to pass. Other members pointed 
out the impwibility of putting a proper fire station 
at Club Willow the property at  Passage &ad was 

I then called. But the Government was bent on buying 
I Club Willow and the most convenient e x c m  that 

coul bp trumped up at  that time was that it was 
wan ed for a fire ~tat ion and for 8 headquarters for 

1 the ! olice Band. I t  was the same type of excuse as 
wheq Government %aid that it was buying Enmore for 

, the extension of the General Ro~pital ,  and now that 
' Gov8mment hbs k g h t  it, it is saying th& it is mt 

rsuftqble for hospital extension but woutd be d 
for B health centre. As usual, Bovernsneht ia now 
making the excuse for bnying this property after It 
has bquandered the taxpayers' money in acqniring 
i t .  

1 

8ir, when Government was about to purchase 
Club Willow, the resolution was introduced into 
this House by the honourable senior member for 
St. Soseph and he clamoured that the Government. 
was acquiring a most excellent bargain. Go- ern- 
ment paid $3,500 for it. The debate on the matter 
took place on the 23rd January, 1.951, and if you 
were to read the flattering remarks made %bout 
CIub Willow by the Government spolcesman, you 
would come to the conclusion that the Government 
was buying the whole of Broad Street for n ~ t h i a g .  
I pointed out to the introducer of the reso'lrttim 
that Government was paying through ib ears for 
it because the Chinese gentleman to whom it he- 
longed had only bought i t  for S2,OOO; it was clobed 
up for most of the time when he owned it; and when 
it wm rentxl out, he could not get the rent. When ?t 
was rented out as a night club, he never got the rent 
for it. Tdilce the Good Samaritan, Government gave 
hill1 &1,500 on his investment which was actually a 
75% increase on hie investment and the Goxernment 
irit~rrase on his investment and the Government 
spokpsman attempted to tell this House that we 
were lucky to pay 331,500 more for the property 
than the owner had bought it. With regard to it8 
acqnlrement as a Fire Station, the introducer of 
the ~esolution said a t  that time that a Fire Brigade 
expept, Major Cox, had come here and advised the 
Govdrnment instead of having one large Fire Station 
locat~d centrally, it shculd have three Fire Brigade 
stations centred around Bridgetown. The Govern- 
ment: felt that if they accepted Major Cox's advice, 
Club Willow would become a site for one of the 
threq fire stations. You would probably recall, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker,-- 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Was I present? 
Mr. CRAWFORD : You were not only present 

but you opposed the resolution. Sir, this House was 
told a t  the time that it must consider the resolution 
immediately as Government could not afford to lose 
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the bargain and, of course, the resolution for acquir- 
ing Club Willow was passed. 

Now, Sir, even if the Government bought Club 
Willow on the pretext in the first place, that i t  was 
a bargain, and in the second place, that  i t  would 
serve a s  one of the sites for a new fire station, Gov- 
ernment was not sure that  i t  would be used as a 
fire station. I n  other words, Government bought 
Club Willow because the expert, Major Cox, who 
passed through here and made a report said that 
we must have three fire stations, but Government 
particularly made i t  clear that  if the new Fire Offi- 

that was then appointed to come here said that 
this island did not need three fire stations, Club 
Willow would not be used for  a fire station. 

Mr. D ~ T Y  SPEAKER left the Chair and Mr. 
SPEAKER resumed the Chair. 

As I said a t  the time, this whole affair was 
highly amusing, that the Resolution was a n  emer- 
gency one to acquire a "white elephant" which has 
been on the market for  several years and not a 
single real estate agent in Bridgetown would de- 
cide t o  handle it. Other people condemned this 
property and said that  it was impracticable for  con- 
version into a fire station, but the Government 
kought it. The curtain goes up On another scene in 
this burlesque. I n  1952 the Governmqt brought 
down a Resolution for  the Sum of $305,700 in order 
to erect a new Fire Station in  Bridgetom1 and one 
in  S ~ e i g h t s t o m  twelve months after They had 
bought "Club Willow" where one of the fire stations 

- - -1 

MR. LEWIS seconded the motion, which was agreed 
to, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House accord- 
ingly. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS 

On re-assembling, 
Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker,- l 

promised to allow the honourable senior member for 
the City to proceed with sonze Vestry Bills. 

Nr. BARROW: I wonder if the honourable 
member for the City would mind giving 

10 me: 1 would like to get the Vestry Bill in respect 
parish of St. George done 

Xgr. E .  D. MOT'IlLElY: I will give way to the 
I,onourable member. 

ST. BEORGE'S PARISH (BARBADOS) 
LOAN BILL, 1954 

Mr. BARROW: I thank the honourable member. 
I ask leave to proceed with Order No. 5 under 
"private Members' Business" as the next Order of 
+he 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

Mr. Sp'BAKXR: The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the honourable senior member 
for s t .  move the secolld of a Bill 
to the Vestry of St. George to raise a loan 
not exceeding g6,ooo to carry out repairs to pare- 

was to be erected, and we did not hear anything &ial Buildings and to erect a Communal bath and 

says that Major Craggs' objection to the fire station 
being put a t  " Glub Willow" was because the street:; 

l inore a b ~ u t  threa fire stations. The Government now latrine. 
Mr. BARROW: I n  moving the second reacling 

were too narrow and when a fire broke out the ~i~~ of this Bill I would like to explain that the par- 
Brigade would w m t  t~ get t~ the scene as ishioners in  my constituency have been waiting for a 
ks possible. Major Craggs now tells us that i t  was considerable time for this communal bath and latrine 
not possible to put a fire station, a t  16club Willow" which i t  is proposed to erect in  the vicinity of the 
tecausa of the difficulties of the fire engine getting Parish Church. The sum of S750  out of the pro- 
out to go to the scene of a fire, alld when the Fire posed loan will be allocated to the erection of a new 
Officer did not agree the Fire Export, the pru- bath and latrine. I might point out that there is no 
posal to put a fire station at  "club Willow" was existing facilitg of this nature in  the whole of the 
~helvecl. I t  was an  absolute uaste of money to have / parish of St. George, which is one of the largest 
~ ~ ~ ~ h t  6(club Willowm; of coursg, having gone 
through the transaction they now say that the Fire 
Off ie r  dws  not want the Fire Station placed; a; 
"club w3lowM and they will go back to the Probyn 
E.treet site which was originally bought for the pur- 
pose of ereeting the ifire station and they will buy 
more land there in order t o  get the space they want. 
They wiU. buy 8,750 square feet more land a t  Probyn 
Street so as to estcnd the area which they owned 
there since 1952. 

It does appear person that if 
the Government had realised what the Fire Officer 

parishes in the island. The sum of g750  is needed 
for carrying out exten5ive repairs to the Rectory 
and the sum of S4,500 is needed for the extensive 
renovations which are to be carried out to the build- 
ing which is to be occupied by the Parochial Medi- 
cal Officer a t  Buttals. I have been informed that 
various schemes have been examined with a view 
to effecting a saving of money: consulting engineers 
have been called in  and after long and considered 
opinion they have decided that i t  would be better to 
expend this sum of money on the repairs to the ex. 
iJting building than to build a new residence for 
the parochial ~ ~ d i ~ ~ l  officer. ~h~ present arrange- 

told them, namely, that \ye could have saved the ment is that the Parochial Medical Officer has to 
money which we spent in buying "Club Willow", reside with the Parochial Treasurer of :he parish, 
we woula have the money to acquire this land now. which we consider as a highly unMtisfactory ate 
We bought "Club TVillom" al;o for the purpose of of d a i r s  and causes a meagure of great inconveni. 
putting the Police Band there, and now we are told cllce to the parties immediately concernecl and also 
that  the Police Band is most uncomfortable there. to the I have visitd the buildillg at 
The proposal now is to erpet one central fire station ~ ~ t t ~ l ~  myself and my personal opinion, which I 
at a eost of $200,000, and I should like to ask what have no hesitation in voicing, is that bn,ldillg 
has 5ecome of the decision to erect two or three fire a bad investment in the first place; but having 
stations? I n  1951 reasonable people bought a site expendled the tapayers9 money in the of 
for the fire station, in 1952 they changed their minds such a building it would not be in the best inter- to something and in 1954 they again change ests of the parish to abandon the building bemuse 
to something else; it safe to assume that a t  this it is unsuitable for a private residence, and I doubt time next year we will have different proposals. very much whether i t  would find a purchaser a t  a n  

Mr Speaker, 1 understand that i t  is the desire economic price in the present-day market. 
of the House to have a short adjournment a t  this Some honourable members might feel that i t  is 
stwe. I therefore beg to move that this House do bad business t o  spend $20,000 in  repairing a build- 
now adjourn for three quarters of an hour. in.g; the Building Committee have arranged to put  



the building in good condition and they have under- i Mr. BARROW: On a point of order. I 
taken to relieve the situation where patients of a assure honourable members that the report of the 
~ r t a i n  strata had to occupy a budding in the yard engineers have been qubmitted and the building will 
and if the rain werefarlingthey would have tu walk ( b in a proper conditron when it is repaired. The 
thmugh the rain to the Surgery. 'lhe Sullding Corn- ' satching up has already been done. 
mittee have given an unaertaklng that they 
sell or otherwise dispose of the board and snlngled 

Hon. ur .  H. G. CUMMINS: In short, we f e ~ l  
that it is uneconomic to, spend this maney on this 

tuilding which was the Wa~ting Koom, and that a thls building; we would prefer to support a loan 
Waiting Room will be incorporated in the new plans I far erzet.ng a new buiding rather than expend th. 
which their engineers have subi t ted to them. The money on the repairs of the existing bulilding. 
building in its present state is a haaa.rd to life; it l Mr. MIIILBR: I did not second the motion for 
is a fire hazard and it is ridlden wlth wood ants ; 
the new Parochial Medical Officer was appointed on 
the 22nd December, 1953, and he has not been able 

the secon4 reading of this Bill because honourable 
member6 are aware of what I said when this BiU. 
nas first d scussed. I was awaitix some remarks 

to carry out his duties in the building which : from the Government in connection with this monex 
there. i iirhich is to  be spent on this old building. Honour- 

I feel that the only objection whicl honourabl: ! able members will probably remember that a two- 
members may have to this Bill is the amount of ' hour debate took place on this question as to whether 
money involved in carrying out the repairs to one 1 
building ; however, I would like to remind them ! 
that recently we voted money for carrying out re- 
pairs to the St. James's Rectory and we voted over 
$8,000 for repairing the roof alone of the St. JOS- 
eph's Rectory. I t  seems to me that it is the natural 

of Vestries to allow buildings wh'ch are 
entrusted to their care to run into a state of a a p i -  
dation to which no normal businessman would allow 
his premises to deteriorate; it appears to me that 
it is only now on the advent of a new Local Gov- 
ernment set-up that the Vestry have dxided to epend 
this money. That is a reervation which honourable 
members might have against this Bill; I would like 
to p i n t  out that the Vestry was elec.ted 
and then the Building Committee was appointed, 
so that the people of St. George had it in their 
power to alter the stats of affairs if they so desired, 

The Alm*house of the parish is also jn a very 
&graceful state of repair, but I do not think that 
at this stage, when there is a proposal for the set- 

UP of Cottage under the new set-up~ 
the t' the House and as$ for 
pemission money for repairing this InSti- 
tution. The have decided that someth;mg 
should be done and it is better to spend some money 
now so as to ameliorate the condition of the Poor 
people of St. Geo-e, than allow things to deteriOr- 
ate further, because we do not know when the neffi 

Government Bill will come into force. I would 
remind honourable members that this money is not 
8 charge on the public Treasury of this island; it 
is something which will be borne by the ratePayWs 
of the parish. 

The details of the Bill have been circulated, the 
Bill has been duly advertised and I hope that hon- 
ourable members will not delay by any acrimonious 
debate in supporting this Measure which is for the 
relief substantially of all the inhabitants of th? 
parish which I have the honour to represent. I beg 
to move this Bill be now read a second h e .  

Mr. E. D. M0TTLE;Y I beg to second that. 
H' G' CUMMINs' As the 

member for St. George has said, thi6 
of $49'5m is a lot of money to be spent in repairing 
a building. It is true that this decision waa made 
by the vestry elected by the taxpayem, but we, On 
this side of the table, take an economic view of the 

pe~mission should be given the Vestry of St. George 
to raise this lmn for the purpose of spending $4,500 
on the repairs of this building. Thinking of the re- 
marks of the honourable Leader of the House, this 
is an old type of building and to repair it at  this 
cost is abominable i i  this ag?; I felt in the first in- 
stanece that it was wrong to do that and I was 
criticised by the Vestry for making my speech. 

Rome years ago I raised the question of tab 
erection of a bath and latrine and when the plan 
was submitted I was told that it was too expensive; 
the suggestion was made that a bath and latrine 
should be created similar to what obtains in St. 
Peter. I made another drawhg and sent a letter 
to the authorities stating that if they thought the 
erection of this bath and latrine ww too costly 1 
would build a bath without any charge ; my anxiety 
Was to get these amenities started in the parish. 1 
was told that the Rector of the parish had decided 
to give a portion of land near the cholera grounds 
for the purpose of erecting this bath and latrine.. 

I think it was the honourable Leader of the 
House who suggested that we should ask my col- 
league to take the petition relative to this Bill back 
to the Vestry so that we could have a specific amount 
as regards the loan set out in the Bill. The whole 
question is whetha or not honourable members 
would be willing to give the right to the Vestry to 
borrow money and spend $4,000 in repairing an 
old dilapidated b ~ i l d i ~ g - ~ h ~ t h ~ ~  or not this 
money should be spent on a building on which you 
could do very little in the way of improvement. 
the honourable Minish has salid, 1 prefer 
to allow the Vestry to make a fresh application for 
a loan for the purpose of erecting a new building; 
I know that it will be a devilish job to get this 
building repaired for 934,000. 

Mr. LEWIS: I am always asking honourable 
members to try and tell us what are the outstand- 
ing accounts against these Vestria up to the time 
of the bringing forward of these Bills: we want to  
have some idea of their liabilities when we are con- 
sidering such Bills. That may .not mean anything 
to all honourable members, but it may mean some- 
thing to some of us; it would be a good idea for us 
to have that information. We pass these Bills and 
the only occasion on which the liabilities these 
vestries were gone into was when we had t)lb 
Report by Sir John Maude 1 really think,thgt 

I these vestries should present figures to their 
and we that we Wree the liabilities when they are asking us to increase their 

spending of $4,500 in repairing a building. I t  would 
be ver)y much better to give permission to the 
t~ to raise a loan of g6,000 for the the Purpose of 
erecting a new building. AB I understand the posi- 

liabilities to the rmpective. parishes. This liability 
is very likely to be spread to the sumoundhg par- 
ishes; I do not know what will emerge from the 
Local Government Bill, but if the parish of St. 

tion, even this amount of $4,500 will only patch UP George is joined to some other parishes, .and we 
this buildling for a while and that It cannot be ' hear that the "Maude" Bill has been, gassed by the 
satisfactorily repaired for this sum of money. 1 Other Place with 57 amendments, this liability will 
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be spread to those o t b r  parishes. This building on 
ehe repairs of wkich & is proy;voeed to spend $34,500, 
might be a good old btkilding which withstood the 
last hurricane, but buildings of this sort are more 
or  less out of date. We have heard that  a governor 
has said that Government House is too big and that  
we can have a muoh smaller place; in the case before 
as the idea would b e  to provide a good bungalow 
fe r  the Parochial Medical Offlcer amd a g o d  clinic 
a t t a c h d  ts i t  fas  the accommodation of the patients 
I. m ~ s t  say that tL Vestry of B. George should 
fm.4 rsakPrned that bhy kitme allowed this building 
$6 r ~ h h  such a st&e of disrepair t h d  it is niow r t l ~ ~ o s t  
impossible to repair it. 

4% to the cmamunal bath and latrine, to maar 
pravi.Jiom for only one of these amenities for a 
u~hole. ps~rbh is the most absurd thing l have heard 
for  a long time; that  bath and latrine could only 
BR" foa- the benefit of e district or two in the parish. 

To  etu urn to the buildling, the Vestry should 
have kept i t  in a propm state of repair with the 
ezl~egdiiture of a small sum of money every year 
as-time went on. The Vestry do nat  realise the 
m a m t  02 money which they are taking away from 
the t a q a y e r s  and paying in interest os a loan of 
this s~st;,  i n  the ficst year the interest will be S300. 
It is not a question of beginning to erect a residence 
h the. PamChial Medical Offioer ; they have a consid- 
erable amount of land aad a house but they allow the 

ho g& into such a state of asrepair  
thet  they have to ask this House for per- 
mission to bomow this large sum of money for  
repairing. it. The Vestry have delibewtely albwed 
this house to get iato h i s  state of disrepair so m w h  
w, tU the new Paacchkd Medim4 Wber could 
not inbbit it wlaen assumed office; I say that 
that  is &W& arimkal neglect on the part: of the 
Ve&~y. They are not managing their &airs proper- 
ly a t  4 ' a n d  they would pride themselves with being 
bst-clmbusrinessmen; they own one-half of Br~dge- 
town from the investments they get. They pride 
tliemselws with getting wealth from their brains 
and this is the way in  which they manage the affairs 
of their own parid-just leave this house then1 
for the wood ants to carry it away. Now th.6 tax- 
payers' money will be paid out in interest; I say 
that the Vestry should be ashamed to let a Bill 
of this nature come before the House. They should 
have been asking for permission to bor~oxv sufficient 
money as would provlde for the erection of several 
cwnmunal baths and latrines in this parish of St. 
George. 

n e z e  is another comment which 1 would like to 

should be raised, then it wsal.d be right for tlsia 
House to pass this Bill; but we have a right to dis- 
charge our duty by saying that  we shape the re- 
sponsibility of burdening the taxpayers with this 
loan and we should say exactly what  we feel about 
the matter. 

Mr. J. C. AIOTmEY: I am on the horns of rr 
dilemma; I want to support this Bill and I do not 
want to support it. (Laughter). I would like to 
know if this building is purely a d  solely the prop- 
erty of the parishioneq of St. Cborge. 

Mr. ALLDER: I am supporting this Bill. If 
we al.101~ Party pditics and personal recriminabion 
to enter everything 

Mr. BARROW: I am interrupting the honour- 
able member and I hope the Chair will give him the 
opportunity to speak a t  some later data. I am ask- 
ing leave to postpone the consideration of this Bill; 
I think I shauld go back to the Vestry of St. George 
and tell them what the feeling of this House is. I 
am therefore asking leave to postpone the further 
consideration of this Bill. 

VESTRlES (AiMENDMENT OB' BORWWINB 
Powm BILL, 1954 

Mr. SPEAKER,: The next Order of the Uay 
is to resume debate on the second reading of a Bill 
to amend the Vestries Act, 1911 as amended by the 
Act, 1948-14. 

E. U. MO'TTLEY : The consideration Q£ 
this Bill was postpolled on the last cccasioll because 
i t  was suggested that the Bill should be discussed in 
Executive Committee. 

Xr.  LEWIS: Is the honourable member reply- 
ing now? I see that the second reading of the Bill 
has already been moved and seconded and the post- 
ponement was also moved and seconded. 

J lr .  E. D. MOTYLEY: I hkae  i t  that i n  my reply- 
ing honourable members would want me to refresh 
their memory. This Bill seeks to give the Vestry of St. 
Michael authority to borrow 3550,000 instead of 
%20,000 to carry on the affairs of the parish until the 

have been mdlrmed. When the Act was l& 
amended the expenditure of the parish was in the 
vicinity of $600,000 and now i t  is slightly over one 
rnil1;on dollars. This is only a question of paying 
salaries and so on until the rates hare been ton- 
firmed. 

Mr. LEWIS : The Government has changed the 
dencminatian from sterling to dollars and i t  is not 
right for ns to pass soiome Bills with the denomination 
iu dollars and others with the denomination in ster- 

make and i t  is this; the Government appears to have 
adopted the method of scrutinising such Bills as 
are introduced by private members. In the same 
way that the Government expect private members 
to examine the Bills they introduce, the Govern- 
merit should take the Order and decide on 

l llg 
The question tha,t this Bill 'be now read a srcoad 

time was put and resolved in the aiffrmat3ve without 
diviion. 

On the motion of Mr. E. D. MOTPIZX, seconded 
by Mr. C*DDARD, Mr. SPEAK= left the Chair, and the 

the order of these ~ i l j ~  as they are introduced and Rouse went into a~mmit tee  On the BilY, Nr. 8~1111 
not wait until some honourable member has sai? I l ~ e i n ~  in the Chair. 
that  he wauld like to have m Order moved up and On the motioil of Mr. E. D. M O T ~ Y ,  seconded 
then sap that  they w w t  time to consider it. They i nooom~,  the I?reamble Was P o S C # Q ~ @ ~ .  
should scrutinise Private Member's Bills and be , Clause 1, the title Cla~ise, was called and passed. 
able to say that they are supporting sach and such I Clause 2 was called. 
a Bill. and not w@t d an horraurable member say8 Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I beg to move that 
that  i t  is time that mch and such a Bill be g# 
though.  to m y  that they want an opportunity 
scrutinise it. 

TJQ to a paint this matter is a domestic affair 

Clauw 2 & a d  part ef the Bill. 
Mr. GODDAlbD: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BARWW: I wrtnt t o  point aut to the hon- 

aurablt. memher that the subst i t~t ion of "do l l a~8" f~ r  
with the parish of St. Georae, but  when the expendi- "pmnds7'  cannot take place with any conveimieqoe 
ture of' this money will be incttrrred, i t  is not a 1 bemusn in the Sehednle t.o the Act all the other pcurc 
domestic affeir: the t ~ x ~ a y e ~ .  of St. George will 
not have to bear this.loan. This, Bill will keep this 
k a n  fbt- a Ye- and we hope tfut;t the 

ishes have their q u ~ t a s  fired in pounds. Therefort. 
if we amend one part- af the Skhedule we will have 
to aarae~d all the other@ as well. 

"Maude" Bifl will come into ef%& before that t i m .  I Mr. LEWIS: As long as I do not alter the 
If the people of St. George agree that this loan i amounts, I can move an amendment to the whole 



W e d u b  putting all the denominations in dollars and 
oents. 

The question that Clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
diviGon. 

Clause 3 was called and pasad. 
The Preamble was called and agreed to. 
On the motion of Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY, seconded 

by Mr. GODDARD, the CHAIRMAN repopted the passing 
of the Bill in Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 

On the motion of Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY, seconded 
by Mr. Qomm, the C m  reported the passing 
of the Bill in  Committee with an amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

On motion of &E. E. D. M-P, seconded by 
Mr. GODDARD i n  each c&, the Bill was read a tliird 
.time and passed. 

VESTRIES (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1954 

accordingly. 
On niotions of Mr. E. I). NOTTL.EY, se~o l~ded  by 

Mr. GODDARD in  each case, the Bill was read a third 
timme and passed. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next Order of the Day 
.l, in ,.he name of the honoura,ble senior 

for the move the second read*g 
of a Bill to amend the Vestries Act 1911-5. 

PAROCHIAL EMPLOYEES PENSIiOKS Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: This Bill seeks to in- 
(COST QF LIVING ALLOWANCE) BILL, 1954 crease the salary of the Parochial Treasurer of St. 

I Michael and that of the Churchwarden's Clerk. I t  
SPEAKER: ~h~ next Order of the Day will be recalled that these are the only two parochial 

stands in the name of the honourable senior niernber empio~ees sre by Year 
for the ci ty :-T~ nlove the second of a Bill 
to the parochial ~ $ z ~ 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  pepslion ~ ~ t ,  1944 
as amqded by the a c t s  1947, 1948, 1949, 1950, 
1951, 1952 and 1953. 

E. D. MOTTLEY: This Bill is for the pur- 
pose of paying a Cost of Living Bonus to people who 
have retired from the Parochial Service. ~t will be 

that pemioners receive their pen- 
aion in  beeping with an Act: therefore, before 'the 

wheri tlie VeSt'r'yt reviewed'the'salary scales in keeping 
with the Government's revision of salaries, recom- 
mendations were made for increases in the salaries 
ahd wagb  of al\ parocliial employees ranging from 
the sweepem to the Parochial Treasurer; bqzt the 
Vestry has Q0 Powel: to increase the salaries of these 
two officers fithdut legislative sanction. The Paro- 
chiql Treasurer receives 2 9 0 0  a  ear a ~ d  in this 

the vestry is decking' permirsion to pay 
Vestry can give an  increase of that pension they g1,wo a Year; the Churchwarden's Clerk receives 
m w t  have legislative sanction for so doing. This I L3W a Year and this Bill seeks t~ pay him a 
~~t into hrce in 1947; we made an attempt 
to place it in 'the Schedule of the Expiring Laws 
ContiouWe but the Croi.d Gaw Ofacer ruled 
that that oould not be done because the Vestry was 
an annually elected. Body. We are giving the parochial 
pensionqrs a Cost of Living ~ l i o w a n c ~  Similar to that  
given by the Government to their pensioners. I beg 
to  move t h t  thig Bill be now read a second time. 

Mr. GODDAR'D: I beg to second that. 

Year- All the other parochikl empl'tiyees *ere given 
increa*s in  their s d a r i q  ip ksepixig; with thf: raom-  
mendations and this Bill seeks to' bring these ty9 

into line- I h to move that t h h  Bill 
be read a time- 

Mr. GODDARD: I beg to secoud that. 
Hon. X. E. COX: Before the question is put, Mr. 

Speaker, I should like to say tk t  while I am naq 
prepared to oppose this Bill, I raised the qwation 

Mr. L E ~ I S :  I have beeh suggesting that this some time ago in =peck of'the d r i e s  of t b  Ha&& 
Bill could be placed in the Schedule of the Expiring and of &me other empioyern at the Ajmshtouse. At  
Laws Continuance Act; what has bee11 said might be I tQat tbge the IcrcmoursBb m a h e r  said:' t b  the &+ 

quite true but I do not see why that could not be 
done. Why can't the Vestry send a petition to the 
Legislature to continue an  Act in force and save all 
thie trouble? The Vestry is elected in the seeond 
week in January and we p a s  the Expiring Laws 
Continuaace Bill in  March; do you thillk 'they could 
not get the petition presented to the Legislature in 
tjme 4 

The question that  this Bill be now read a second 
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
divisian. 

On the motion of Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY, seconded 
by Mr. G O D ~ R D ,  Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and 
the H o w  went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. 
SMITH being in  the Chair. 

On the motion of Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY. secondkl 
by Mr. C ~ Q D D ~ D ,  'the Preamble was postponed. 

The four Chuses of the Bill were called and 
p d .  

Hon. Dr. R. G. CUMMINS : There is a Clawe 

ries d all the employeies w ~ d d  be mviewed and: kre&r_ 
mnt would be meted out to these empbyeea, similar 
to that which was meted out to employees of the OOV- 
ernmemt. There is no doubt that the Matron h* t;s 
carry a a s e a t  burden of respamibility-the number 
of patients a t  the Infirmary being over 500-and she 
is paid the paltry salary of $120 per month. As far  
as I have been able to ascertain no  increase has k n  
given to this employee. It has always beem a n  ao- 
cepted principle by the Vestry that they w d d  fol- 
low the precedeat' set by the W e m m e n t  whme in- 
creasing the salaries of employees is concerned; that 
was done in 1949 when we had the Report of oom- 
missioner Adams and also last year when we h& the 
Dos Santos' Report. T t  is rather strange that the 
Vestly while claiming to be adopting the p h c i ~ l e  
laid down by the Government-that principle is tW 
whenever increases are being given each and e v q  
individwal who works for the Government m* get 

I an  herease i n  his r#t~8337-in t f i i  m i e m l a r  cage and 
x.vhiel is w d y  added at the end of a Bill Bike this. I in a few other cases whI& hatre been brou&t to my 
T b t  Clause reads as follows: 

S "Nothing i a  thie Act declared or expressed shall 
affect the rights of Her Majesty her heirs an.d sue- 
cesmrs or any person except such a s  are mentioned 
in this Bet and 'those claiming by from o r  under 
them. " 

I peg to mave that that be Clause 5 of the Bill. 
Hon. U. E. Cox seconded the motion, which was 

agreed ta. 
The Preamble was called and agreed to. 

attention t se  etnployees were ~ o t  given any mcrease. 
I do not know if any explanatlbn can be g i v m  as to 
why ~olrme of these hardwaking people barn not been 
given an  iacrease similar to that given in other cases, 
more particularly i n  the cases of the Parochial Tress- 
uper and the Ohurchwarden's Clerk; however, many 
of these parochial emprloyees are looking follr~ard 'to 
the day when the "Made"  Bill will be passed wi'tb 
the hope that much of this discrimination and vie- 
timisation will cease. 
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If you compare the salary paid to the Matron 
at, the General iiospital and that paid to the Matron 
at  the Almsnouse, you will sec that the former, who 

a smaller nurllber of people to deal with tbaa 
the latter, gets $240 a month while the latter gets 
$120 a month. ~t is true there might be a &Eerenc- 
;n standing between these two people. 1 would like 
to hear the honourable senior member for the City 
say whether I am right or wrong in saying that the 
&*on at the Almshouse has not been given any 
increase; if this individul has not been given 
increase would like to hear the honourable member 
satisfy this H~~~~ as to why this iodividual some 
other nurses at  the Almshouse have been overlooked 
when a year ago other people were given increases 
UP '0 $20 a month. I would like to know why the 
Matron a t  the Almshouse and some others were not 
considered for any increase in their salaries. I t  haa 
never been the policy of the Government to discrl- 
minate against any person .and i t  does not speak 
well for the Vestry or whoever is responsible f ~ r  
giving these salary increases to consider some pew 
ple and leave out othersh Even at  this late hour I 
ain appealing to the honourable senior member for 
the City to go into this question and see that justicz 
is done to these employees including the Matron a t  
the Almshouse, always realising that she has served i o  
that capacity for many Years and her work has al- 
ways been of a high standard and the inmates have 
the greatest respect for her. We n ~ u s t  bear in mind 
that these inmates are there through no fault of 
their own, they have given their toil and sweat to this 
colony and this is the last of these people who have 
contributed the the colony for mmY 
years. 

F. L. ~ A ~ C V I " P J !  I am no believer 
special pleadings. lTTllat I would like to know is 
whether the honourable senior member for the City 
can tell us what is the basis on which these salary 
increases are given. The Parochial Treasurer has 

drawing a salary of £900 a year and now it it3 
proposed to give him S1,OW a year; the ~ l a r y  of- 

Chu*hwarden's Clerk was g350 and it ProPos- 
6d to  give him S400  a Year. The salaries h 
themselves are not princely but 1 would like to 
know what is the basis for the increases. I am sure 
that the honourable merqbr is quite willing to give 
information which will lead me to say whether the 
basis for these increases is a fair basis or not. In  
r w m t  months the Government has taken the lead 
ill in~reasing salaries and if the Governmqnt is a 
&ode1 employer the Government would not say ally- 
thing against anybody who follows suit. I would 
like to know whether t h e  salary increases have 
been based on the Turner Committee's Report or the 
DOS ~ a n t o s '  ~ q p o r t  or on the Report of a Committee 
of the Vestry 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, before my colleague 
replies, I too would like to h m r  from him whether 
he is aware of the grievances that exist a t  the St. 
Xichael's Infirmary as have been enumerated by the 
hcnourable senior member for St. Michael. Can he 
say whether thaqe grievanc& are founded on fact or 
ketion? I do know that for a number of years, nurses 
at  the General Hospital had to attend the St. Mich- 
acl,s in order to be trained to become 

midwives, therefore, I have no doubt that 
the nurses of the ~ l ~ ~ h ~ ~ ~ ~  at that time, Qqmiallg 
the present Matron, must have given valuable assist- 
ance to the number of well-trained midwives who 
went through their course at  that institution. Not 
only that, but 1 understand that the Matron is more 
or less reaching her retiring age and if there has 
been an oversight in her case, I too hope that i t  will 
b p  rectified so that in the evening of her days, she 
would be able to draw a decent pension instead of 
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having to depend on private charity I know tha t  
Government has assisted m p l o ~ e a  in the Service by 
a l l o w i ~  them fill a higher job were 
qualified to hold so that they could retire on a reason- 
able pe3mion and, as far  as a Y  memory serves 
think the Matron of the St. Michael's Ialfilr-ry has 
scme qualifications. I, therefore, throw Out that 
suggestion I like my colleagu$ 
know that I have heard those grievances voiced o n  
two occasions by prsom and both have coma to 
the conclusion, rightly o r  wrongly, that there is dis- 
aimination against this old lady by the Vestry of 
St. Bfiehael. I hope it is not so and 1 hope a n y  
explanation of i t  would not be made to the detriment 
of the Mktron. 

Another employee of the St. Michael's Vestry whom 
I have heard discusse,j in the s m e  manner as the 
bLatron is the Building Inspector. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : Will you call his name ? 
Mr. LEWIS:  I think the gentleman is known 

as ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ .  
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: He is a n  employee of' 

the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t .  
Mr. LEWIS : I did not know that  this gentle- 

nlan is an  employee of the Governmenh but works. 
under the supervision of the St. MichaelYs V ~ t r y .  
At any rate, now that there is a n  opportunity of 
,;*ying something about him, I will make mention of 
the matter for enlightenment. I have heard that h i s  
ease is on all fours with the Matron's and I suppose 
nly colleague can enlighten this House on the matter, 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I will begin 
by ,dying to the remarks made by the honourable 
juGor rnmber for St. Peter. He asked whetherr the 
St. Michael's Vestry in arriving a t  salaries to pay its 
officers was guided by the Turner or the Dos Santos 
&port. I answer by say-ing that the Vestry was 
guided by both reports. The Vestry had to  s i d e d  
by tha Santos when it dealiner with 
tile and file: and the Turner Report when it was 
dealing with the mployees in the higher brackets. 
1 think if the Vestry made any in *ing 
salaries and rates of pay, i t  erred i n  good company 
because i t  followed the example of Government. The 
litonourable junior member for  St. Peter asked me 

whose post in Government employ I c o m a r e d  
the post of Parochial Treayurer. Originally, the 
Vestry compared the, post with that of Colonial 
Secretary but i t  is now comparing it with the post of 
Comptroller of Customs and if you examine the 
figures you will see that ~e Velstry h w  
dropped some 5350 below that recowendation be- 
cause the Vestry cannot afford to be as reckless in, 
its expenditure as the Government. 

I may not have been i n  publie life as  long as my 
but with regard salary increases, I 

realise, no, matter how much my sympathy may b e  
with somebody, I cannot think of giving them an 
inemae in purely because it is getting n e w  
the time for them, to mat would be said if 
that is done, is that Vestrymen are picking their 
friends out give so that when 
they retire, will go Out On high pension' 

Mr. LEWIS:  I did not makd that  the basis of 
What I drew attention was that 

the Matron would soon be retiring and hoped that if 
there was an oversight in not giving her an increase 
iii salary that i t  would ba rectified so that she would 
g@ On a better pension- 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY : I thought my colleague 
suggested that she should be given an  increase 
that when she would have retired, she would get a 
better pension. In  answer to what the honourable 
senior member for St. Michael pointed out, I would 
say that I too have heard rumours but I would point 
cat  to him that he should get his facts correctly 



before he makes a speech as the onre he made just 
now which can only be termed as recklezsly accusing 
Vestrymen of discrimination and indiscretion. The 
honourable member began by comparing the Matron 
@f the Almshouse with the Matron of the General 
Hospital. I am sure the honourable Minister of 
Social Services will tell him that there is no compari- 
son between the two offices. The Matron of .the Alms- 
'house gets $120 per month and I will give the reason 
~vhy  she has not been given an  increase on this occa- 
sion. If one tollc(ws the Vestry system, one will see 
that the Board of Guardians each year is the body 
vhich is re;ponsible for fixing salaries for all em- 
ployees of the parochial institutions. When the 
salaries were revised an the last occasion, the Com- 
mittee took into consideration that the Matron of the 
Almshouse was not in  the same position as the Matron 
of the General Hojpital or the Mental Hospital. 

s d d :  "Pay him $200 per month," but I could not 
con-cientiously do that knowing the work that the 
Building Inspector was called on to do. We consider 
that there is much to be done at the ~ o u s i n g  Board 
rind work that this offioer can be called on to do. 
'I'his officer has the ability to work for  $200 per 
month and that is the reason why the Committee 
recommended that he be taken over by the Housing 
board and be given something to do in conjunction 
with the duties he performs for  the Commissioners 
of Health. Again, Sir, if the Committee had recom- 
mended one cent more for him, i t  would have been 
said : ''Look at  the discrimination; look at  the dis- 
I-onesty." 

I am inclined to agree with the honourable Min- 
lr>ter of Communications that discrimination may 
have taken place on a previous occasion when salaries 
were revised. Looking through the report on the 

While the Matron of the Almshouse must be a quali- revision of salaries at  that time by a Committee which 
lied midwife, she needs not be a-qualified nurse a t  I *.vas under the chairmanship of the Hon. Mr. Cuke 
all, and that was the reason for fixing the salary I iiho had been asked by the Vestry to look into the * 
at that figure. I can definitely say that the Com- f matter, i t  was observed that somebody took upon 
mittee has nothing whatsoever against the Matron. I himself to disrupt the equilibrium of parochial sal- 
The honourable senior member for St. Michael in  \ aries. 
l?ls speech stressed that there ww victimization, but 
1 cannot see how he could have come to that conclu- 
sion, because the Matron of the Almshouse is a most 
admirable person to one and all and she has been 
3 parochial servant for a very 10% time Allow 
me also to say that under the Act, the Matron is 
pensionable on a salary of $190 per month because 
besides her salary of $120 per month, she is in 
receipt of other emoluments. As a matter of fact, 
.she pays income tax on an income of $190 per month. 
O n  the last occasion when the salary of the Matron 
along with that of the Nurses who were attending 
to the Children Wards were reviewed, the Matron's 
salary was carried from $110 to $120 per month and 
Kurses from $65 to $75 per month. 

A VOICE : That was in 1948. , 
' Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : That is not true. 

His Hon. 'I'HE SPEAKER: The honourable 
member is not addressing the Chair. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Sir, as I have explained 
, ~ l r e a d ~ ,  when the Committee was fixing the salary 
of the Matron of the Hospital, it took into considera- 
tion that there was no comparison of her post with 
that of Matron of the General Hospital because the 
Slatron of the General I-Iospital must possess other 
.clualifications than that of Matron of the Almshouse 
and the Matron of the General Hospital is respon- 
8 b l e  for  a different kind of work. I am sure that 
the Minister of Social Services would explain that, 
t o  the honourable secior member for  St. Michael. 

Now, Sir, the honourable junior member for  the 
k'ity enquired into the salary of another officer who 
.is not a parochial employee. The officer to whom my 
.colleague referred is paid by the Government a t  a 

1 hope 1 have satisfied the honourable Minister 
of Communications. I am fully aware that he is a 
taxpayer of the pariah; therefore, he has every right 
to bring this matter up. With regard to the Build- 
ing Inspector, I have discussed the matter privately 
with the honourable member along the lines which 
1 have just stated. I have also discussed the matter 
vi th the partiwlar officer. I do want honourable 
members to bear in  mind that I had a duty to per- 
Sorm when I sat on that Committee and, viewing 
the work done by parochial employees, I had to say 
that a job was either worth so much .or i t  was not 
worth that; amount. 1 did not see how the work 
done by the Building Inspechr could be worth more 
than what he is getting. I will say again that that 
c sce r  has the ability to work for  $200 per month, 
but not for the job he is doing for  the Commissioners 
'of Health. I think I have fully explained the 
points which were raised by honourable members 
ui~d  I hope honourable members are satisfied with 
the explanations. I beg to move that this Bill be 
llow read a second time. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : After hearing what the 
honourable member has said, I suggest in view of 
his reassuring statement that even although he may 
be opposed to anyone in public life he would still 
see that justice is done to them, that he should go 
into the matter again. I accept his suggestion, but 
T am asking him dl the more, in view of what he 
said and his reassurance, to go into the matter again, 
and probably, he might find that the reasons why he 
c:rme to the conclusion that those persons should not 
receive salary increases might only be rationalised 

1 by Persons who have other reasons for not inereasing 
.salary which is in the Estimates. He ia  under the 
.supervision of the Commissioners of Health, some 
,c£ whom sat on the Vestry's Salaries Committee. 
They said that while they could not see their way 
t o  ask for more money for him for the work that 
he was doing with that Board, they felt that he 
deserved a better salary and recommended to the 
Government that they considered that the duties of 
Inspector of Buildings, the position which this officer 
holds, should be carried out along with the building 
scheme of the Housing Board so that this officer 
would have more work to do but for  which he could 
he paid more money. Sir, I fully realised my nense 
of responsibility when I was a member of that Com- 
nlittee. Even if I were opposed to any person in 
public life, I would still see that justice is done. I 
realised that I was not on that Committee to make 
iobs for friends. Of course, I could have got up  and ." 

the salaries of those persons. I can say without 
flattery that the honourable member is the most influ- 
cntial vestryman that this island has had for years, 
if not centuries, and I suggest that with his re-ur- 
ante* he h m l d  still go into the matter again. 

"ha question that the Bill be now read a second 
time was put and resalved in the affirmative -without 
iivision. 

On motion of Mr. E. D. M ~ ~ L E x ,  seconded by 
Mr. @X~A.RD,  Mr. Speaker left the Chair and the 
EIouse went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH 
being in the Chair. 

The Preamble was postponed. 
Clauses 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 were called and passed. 
'l'he Preamble was then called snd  passed. F 
On motion of Mr. B. D. MOTT~Y,  seconded by 

RYr. UODDARD, the Chairman reported the passing of 
the Bill in  Committee. 
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~. S.Deaker resumed the Chair and reported 1 tion and knows a lot of things, but knows most of 
acioriiini~y. 

On separate motions of Mr. E. D M O T ~ E Y ,  sec- 
ended by Mr. Gono- in each case, the Bill was 
read a tbird time and passed and. the title agreed! to. 

B I ) ~ ,  TO AMEND VE~.TRIES (COST OF LIVING 
BONUS TO EMPLOYEES) ACT, 1947 

His Hon. THE SPEAKEH : The next order 
af the day stands in the name of the honourable 
senior member for the City: Second reading of a 
Bill to amend the Vestries (cost of Living Bonus 
to Employees) Act, 1947 as amended Acts, 1948, 
1949, 1950, 1951, '195.2 and 1953. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, This Bill 
d q l s  with Cost of Living Bonus for parochial em- 
ployees of St. Michael. It is to enable the Yestry 
~f St. Bfichael to pay to its employees a eost 04 liv- 
iup 'bonus for the Fear 19FFk-55 a s  it has been 
t i o i n ~  since 1947. As I think all honourable member,) 
are aware, the Vestry must get the permission of 
the begislature to pay this cost of living bonus 
!wo of its employees every xreazr owing to their 
salary b e i q  fixed! bp law. I db not think 1 nepd to 
say more. I beg to move that this Bill be now reail 
a second time. 

Mr. CQDnARD : T beg to second that. 
Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, before You Put 

the question, T would like to-know- whether all 
Vestry employees are paid cost of l i v i n ~  alhvance. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: A11 parochial employ- 
ees of St. Wichael have already been paid their cost 

them wrong. 
Mr. W W I S  : Bh. Chairman, the honourable 

member knows that this Bill applien to all Vestries 
and that it is not a private bill by any stretch of 
the imagination. It does not apply to the Vestry of 
St. Michael alone, therefore, it is unnecessary to add 
that section to the Bill. The reawn why, I think 
that section has been added is because the Crown 
bw Officers m&e a s e r i o ~  blunder in a Bill which 

this House recently. 
Hon. G. H. ADAM&: Mr. Chairman, one of 

these days, the honourable member will 
&at the merence  between a private and a public 
kill is that a publio bill affects every man, woman 
8nd ehiid in  the community, while that is not the 
case with a private bill. T h  Bill before us ie a p& 
\-&te bill. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman, every honourakJe 
member of this House can briqg in  a %ill without 
m y  or a&e&ement to change the Ven- 
tries of the island, but  if a pa r t i c~ la r  Vestry wants 
9 Vestry Act to apply to that Vestry alone, that is 
:I private Act and must be done by may of petition. 
The honourable membr  knows that. You do not 
heed to  be a lawyer to kaow that ;  you can h o w  
that by reading May on Parliamentary Procedure 
1 contend %hat this is not a private bill, tlierefor~, 
it is not necessary to insert the elauw for the saving 
riEjYlts of the Crown. I would appeal to the honour- 

1 
of living bonue with the exception of these two 
officers. This Bill must pass the Legisleture before 
th'ese two o,fficem can be paid it. 

The question that the Bill be now read a sec- 
ond time was pat and resolved in the affirmative 
- ~ t h o u t  division. 

On m t i o n  of Mr. E .  D. MO-, ~ c ~ ~ d e d  by 
Mr. G O D M ~ .  Mr. Speaker left the Chair and the 
Houw went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. S M ~  
being in  the Chair. 

The Preamble was postponed. 
Clauses 1, 3 and 3 were res~e(~tivel;v (aallrd and 

passed. 
Hon. Dr. ClJMXCNS: As in a previous Bill 

which this Committee dealt with, I am asking leave 
t c  insert a new section to be numbewd Section 4 
I t  reads as follows :- 

"Notbjng in this Act declared or expressed 
"shall affect the rights of Her Majesty the 
"Queen, her heirs and successors. or anv person 
"body politic or corporate. except such as are 

"mentioned in this Act and those claiminlr bp. 
"from an& under them. " 
There bdng  no objection leave was granted the 

honourable member. 
Hon. Dr. .CUNfMTNS: T beg to move that Sec- 

tion 4 stand part of the Bill. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: f waald like to point out that 

this is not a Bill for tAe V e s t ~  of the p$rish of 
St. Michael. So f a r  as 1 understand this Bill. i t  can 
a~p1-y tn all the Vestries in the island, therefoke, 
there i~ no saving of rights of the Crown to affect. 
This is a public bill and I think the section intro- 
duced by the honourable Minister of Social Serviom 
is unnecessarg. I do not think we should aeree to i t  
being put in. T think the Crown T~aw Officers arp 
gettinr too sensitive on these small points 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The honourable member 
is now asking this Committee to look a t  him as an 
authority on t 3 ~  law. There is no doubt a b u t  it, 
the honourable m e m b r  is always full of informa- 

able introduc~r of that clause to withdraw it. If it 
must be put in, let the honourable Attorney Gen- 
eral introauce it in the Other Place. 

The question that Clause 4 as amended stand 
Kart of the Bill was put  and resolved in the aPArma- 
tive, the Committee dividing as follows:- 

Ayes: Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Don. Dk. CUMMINS, 
H,. M. E. Cox, I-Ion. C. E .  T&LMA, Hon. R. G. &F, 
Mr. HOLDER, Mr. BRYAN, Mr. F. L. WAWOTT, Mr. 
WILLIAMS, Mr. A.I~I,DER, Mr. ~~~RD, a. E. D. 
M O T T ~  and Mr. G O D D A ~ ~ . - ~ ~ .  

Noes : Mr. LEWIS.-1. 
The Preamble was then called and passed. 
On motion of Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY, seconded by  

Mr. G O D D A ~ ,  t.he Chairman reported the p m i n g  of 
the Bill in Committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair and reported 
accora,;lgly. 

On separate motions of Mr. E. D. MO-, sec- 
onded by Mr. G~DDARD in each case, the Bill was 
read a third time and passed and the ti'tk agreed to. 

LEAVE TO TAKE ORDER NO. 30 OF 
PRIV,ZTF MEMBER('S BTJSINESS 

Mr. E. D. bU3TTLEk': Mr. Speaker, I am 
asking leave to take Order Xo. 30 standing in my 
name. 

There b e i ~ ~ g  no objection, leave was granted the 
hononrable member. 

VESTRY LOAN RIIlI-I TO PURCHASE 
"FROLIC" WESTBURY ROAD 

His Hon. THE SPEAKER : The next order of 
the day stands in  the name of the honourable senior 
member for the City: Sxond  reading of a Bill to 
authorise the Vestry of St. Michael to raise a loan 
to enable them to purchase the property knovrn as 
"Frolic" i l l  Westbury Road, St. Michael, for thc. 
use of the Westbum Cemetery Board. 

Mr. E. I). 3fOTTLEY: Mr. Spealier, This Rill 
seeks to pet the anthoritv of the Legislature so as  t o  
permit the V e s t r ~  of St. Michael to purchase the 
property known as "Frolic." adjoining the Westbury 



- 
MAY 1 -_ -- -- -. ---A&+ 

Cemetery for the use of the Westbury Cemetery 
Board. I do not think any persoil would object 
to this Board acquiring this property in order to 
provide for more burial ground. I may state at  this 
stage that there has been a suggestion that a crema- 
torium should be established here but the matter has 
not yet been finalised. This property contains by 
admeasurement four acres two roods or  thereabouts 
with a dwelling houx and other buildings and thy 
price is $15,500 which is considered very reasonab!e. 

e As a matter of fact, the only bug Government h;;.: 
made as good as this is "Club Willow". The "Frolic" 
runs along Westbury main road and alo~lg Goodland 
and  is owned by Mrs. Gale. I beg to move that tllc 

6 Bill be now read a second time. 
Mr. GODDARD : I beg to second that. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I know that 

Barbadians are a conservative set ofl people, but in 
al l  seriousness, I am making a suggestion to the St. 
Michael's Vestry to seriously xons~der the questipn 
of putting down a crematorium. Barbados is t,oo 

2 small to be taking in more land as the years go by 
for expanding the cemetery. ' Mr. E. D. NLOTTLEY: I want to assure the 
honourable member that the Slt. Michael's Vestry is 
not prejudicial to the use of a crematorium, but on 
examination of the scheme found that it was rather 
expensive for a Vestry to undertake. I t  is also felt 
that the establishment of a crematorium should fol- 
low the wua l  course as  in the TJnited Kingdom and 
the United States of America where it is established 
by private enterprise. I have no doubt that the 
honourable junior member for St. Joseph who is in  
that line of business would shortly be visiting the 
U.S.A. with a view to the establishment of such a 
scheme in this colony. 

Mr. bEWIS:  Mr. Speaker, I suppose if this 
island continues with this form of burial as we are 
doing now, we would soon have all land being used 
as burial grounds. I have drawn to the attention 
of the Parochial Authorities and the Government 
some years ago that the cemeteries of this island were 
spreading as well as the ahshouses and the Mental 
Hospital, and they soon would envelope the whole 
island. With the economic conditions of this island 
being what they are, I do think that i t  is worthy of 
consideration to keep our cemeteries within their 
present boundaries. It is a fact that the Westbu~y 
Cemetery and the Mental Hospital are increasing to 
such an  extent that they soon would adjoin each 
other. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: I am not adding fuel to the 
fire but I know the argument of Barbadosl having a 
crematorium is bound up with the doctrine of the 
High and Low Church here. They feel that rbe 
establishment of a crematorium would cause them to 
lose face and the whole of their argument is bnilt 
from the ethics of the Bclesiastes. I happen to 
know the former boundaries of the Wes tbuv  Ceme- 
tery and it is a fact that it has more than doubled 
its size within recent years. By the addition of this 
land it would extend to Goodland. I n  view of land 
scarcity we should use our land to the best advan- 
tage. I am a Low Churchman and I am not worried 
mortal soul of mine. 

The question that the Bill be now read a second 
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without 

I division. 
On motion of Mr. E. D. MOTTLEP. seconded by 

Mr. GODDARD, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the 
3 House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. 8 ~ 1 ~ x 1  
f being in  the Chair. 

The Preamble was postponed. 
*-S, Clause 1 was called and passed. 

Clause 2 was called. 

91r. E. D. MOTTLE'Y: I beg to move that Clause 
2 stand part. 

Mr. GODDARD: I beg to second that. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS : l beg to move that clauses 

2 to 13 inclusive stand part of the Bill. 
Hon. M. E. COX : l beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWZSI: Mr. Chairman, the rules of this 

House do not permit that to be done. It is not the 
right procedure and I am warning you-if you need 
my warning-that i t  cannot be done. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I do not know if the hon- 
ourable junior member for the City was i n  his pla'ce 
when the Public Health Bill was considered in Com- 
mittee, but i t  was considered in  junks. Why w&e 
time ? 

Mr. LEWIS: This Bill is not in  any parts. I h o  
not $ee how i t  can be considered in that manner 
unless it was in the rules or was a special instruction 
to the Committee. 

Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I accept 
the amendment to the motion. 

The question that Clauses 2 to 13 stand part  of 
the Bill may put and resolved in  the affirmative on 
the declaration of Mr. Chairman: "I think the Ayes 
have it. 

Schedule "A" was called and passed. 
Schedule "B" was called and passed. . 
The Preamble was then called and passed.. 
On motion of Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY, seconded by Mr. 

GODDARD, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the 
Bill i n  Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair. 
Mr. LEWI$: I rise on a point of order, Mr. 

Speaker. The Bill which was reported to ybu as 
passed by the Committee was passed without th13 
,Clauses being considered separately. It has bee11 
passed contrary to the rulea of this House. I merely 
want to draw that to Your Honour's attention. 

His Hon. T H E  SPEAKER: I have heard from 
the honourable Deputy Speaker that the way this Bill 
was proceeded with in  Committee was irregular. ' I 
have warned the House on a former occasion that 'if 
this honourable Chatpber wish- to waive the rules 
dealing with any matter in  Committee, before the 
House goes into Committee, the procedure must be 
agreed upon. I have explained a11 that  to the ,Chair- 
man of Committees. I therefore, rule that this Bill 
be a gia copsidersd in C w t h e .  

%on. G. H. ADAMFI : Some sessions ago, a reso- 
lution was moved in this House that the clauses of a 
Bill could be called ixliitead of being read and t h e ~ e  
was a pronouncement fram the Chair since then that 
sections could be taken together as read so long as the 
Committee agreed to  such action. Just  as Government 
kas told honourable members that bdore  discussing a 
private measure, the Government should be( g i v p  
keven days' notice, which is no direct rule of this 
House, so is this matter of taking sections of a bill to- 
gether if the Committee so agrees. I therefore cannot 
see how it is wrong procedure. 

Mr. LEWIS: The honourable Premier knows 
very well that formerly, the Clerk read the contents of 
a clawe.before it was moved and passed. This House- 
moved a resolution that a clause could be called by t+e, 
Clerk instead of being read. All the dauws of a, bill 
must be called separately before being considered in  
Committee; that  is the recent rule of the House. 

H I S  HON. THE SPEAKER:  The Deputy 
~Geaker is entirely correct. Whenever the House 
wishes to depart from this procedure, i t  must ask 
i o  waive the rule. 

Bn motion of Mr. E. D. .MOTTLEY, seconded by vr. 
C~~DDARD, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the Houcct 
went into Committee on the Bill again, Mr. SMITII 
being in the Chair. 
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The Preamble was postponed. I 

Clauses 1 to 8 were called separatrely and passed. 
Clause 9 was called. 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I beg to move that Clause 

9 stand part of the Bill. 
Mr. F. C. GODDARD : I beg to second that. 
HON. G. H. ADAMS : On a point of order, Mr. 

Chairman, I have not heard the Acting Clerk give 
the number of the Clause. I f  you are going to be 
straight, you mustUbe straight in everything. 

The question that Clause 9 stand part of the 
Bill was put and resolved in the afirmative without 
diviaon. 

Clauses 10, 11 and 12 were respectively called 
and p a w d .  

Clause 13 was called. 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLElY: I beg to move that Clause 

13 stand part of the Bill. 
Mr. GODDARD: I beg to second that. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I would 

just like to remind the honourable mover and sec- 
onder of the clause that there is a rule which says 
that an honourable member must be on both feet 
when moving and seconding a motion, else i t  is not 

:U. CRAWFO'RD: Mr. Speaker,-I propose to  
be relatively very brief, for the simple reason that,it  
it is fairly obvious from the attitude of the honourable 
Minister of Social Services, who was Chairman of 
the Select Committee that looked into this question, 
what we h a ~ e  to expect frolm the Government on 
this matter. The Chairman of the Select Committee 
was the only person of the Comnlittee to disagrp 
with the Majority Report. I-le presented the Minior!ty 
Report and has come in  here today and suggested 
that this House agree with the Minority Report. 
Under the circumstanaes, what is the point 01 a),- 
pointing select Conlnlittees on these matters? It is a 
waste of the time of honourable menlbers attending 
ineetings of a Select Committee because even although 
the greater part of the members of the Select Com- 
mittee may represent one pain-t of view and the Gov- 
ernment is still deternlined to, push its own point of 
view, the poiut, of view of the r n a ~ o r i t ~  of the Seleot 
Committee will be worth nothing. Under the circum- 
stances, it is a waste of time any honourable member 
leaving his business to go and sit down on a Select 
Committee to discuss a matter. This Minority Reporr 
has been signed by one person and a t  least five per- 
sons have signed the Majorit7 Report. Now the IIou,,,. 

properly put. 
The question that Clause 13 stand part of the 

Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

Scbedtile "A" was called and passed. 
Schedule "B" was called and passed. 

- 
ha? been asged to ratify the Minority Report. 

Sir, apart from what 1 referr,xcl to as the comic 
proceedings of the Government on the Fire Station, I 
\rant tc ask honourable members seriously if they feel 
01at the Probyn Street site across the Victoria Bridge 
c.ould by any stretch of the imagination be the correct 

CONSIDERATION OF' ON FIRE- 
PROTECTION RESUMED 

ETON, DR. CTJMMINS : I am askine: leave to 
resume consideration on Order No. 3 of Government 
Business. 

There being no objection leave was granted the 

Gffice and he came here from Trinidad. 1 believe 
if Major Cox had recommended Ohat fire stations 
should be erected on Culpepper and Pelican Islands, 
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph would 
have said : " l e t  us do it." (Laughter). Some hon- 
ourable m d b e n  seem to laugh a t  that statement, 
but it is a fact. 

Let 11s refresh our memories with what the hon- 

The preamble was then called and passed.  lac.^ for a single Fire Station to cost over $20,000. 
On motion of Mr. E. D. Mottley, seconded by Rear in mind that all of the built up area of the City 

honourable member. I ourable senior member for St. Joseph said at  that 

Mr. Goddard, the Chairman reported the passing of 
the Bill in Committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

On separate motions of Mr. E. D. Mottley, sec- 
~ n d e d  by Mr. Qoddard in each case, the Bill was 
was read a third time and passed and the title 
agreed to. 

is 0 ,  the 11ext sidle of the careenage. Broad Street, 
Swan Street', Tudor Street, Raxters Road, Roebuck 
Street and even the proposal for your Deept Water 
Harbour are on the next side of the careenage. How 
can you then think of putting your single, expensive, 
Fire Station on tdhe other side of the careenage? 
\That will be the case if there is a hurricane of such 
j'roportions as to render your bridge impassable and 

I a, fire breaks out in Broad Street or some other street 
MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT O F  on that, side of the careenage 1 Would you expect the 

T H E  HOUSE ' 
Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, at this lato 

hour, it now being twenty minutes to twelve 
I am sure honoumble members on the other 

are just tired m e a r s  of the Opposition. 
~~t that, brit many honourable have 
;tlready left the Chamber. I am therefore the 
~~~~~~~t to see fit to adjourn the House now 
until this dav week. 

I move that this H~~~~ do now adjour2, 
ilntil this day reek  a t  3 o'clock in the afternoon, 

Mr. Allder seconded the motion. . . 
The question that this do adjourn 

until this day week at 3 o'clock in the afternoon 
was out  and ~esolved in the negative, the House 
dividing m ffollws - 

Ayes: MR. T~Ewls, MR. m A r n @ ~ ~ .  M*. A1~"nlzp, 

MR. GODDARD. ~ n d  MR. R.  D. MOTTLEY.--5. 
Noes: Mr. SMITH, Hon. a. H. A D A ~  B Q ~ .  Dr. 

c u ~ ~ l ~ s .  M. E. Cox. c. E. TAT'kn. H ~ n .  
R- G. MAPp* MR. HOLDER, MR. BRym, 
and MR. WILLIAMG.-10. 

Fire Brigade to fly over the river? There are only 
two entrances to the northern part of Bridgetown 
f ~ o m  that side of the City---over the Chamberlain 
Bridge or the Victoria Bridge. I f  there be any 
unforeseen disaster to render one or both of thwa 
hric1gc.s impassable, the Fire Brigade will be unable 
to get across the river with its equipment to the mort. 
mah~able part of Bridgetown. If honourable Inembers 
cannot see the inadvisability of erecting a single F i re  
Flation on that side of the rivdr, it is a waste of 
time saying anything more. As I have said, I think 
it is a waste of time prolonging the debate because 
the is determined to buy more land in 
Probyn Street, therefore, what honourable membera 

,may sap against the poposed site would be imma- 
tflrial to the issue me about 
,natter is that in 1951, the same &ve-ent agreed 
that i t  was advisable to have two or three small f i re  
stations in, Bridgetom. The G o w m e n t  brought a . 
fire expert here from the Tinited Kingdom-of course, 
he came wit,h the Messing of Colonial O f f i ~ + ~ h o  
recommended that there should be three small fike 
stations instead of thd present one. He was Major 
Cox. He was sent to the West Indies bv the Colonial 
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time. I am quotitlg from his speech on the 23rd 
January, 1951 on the matter. He said :-"We have 
"had the benefit of one who has been said to be the 
"greatest expert in the British Empire as regards 
"advising as to the placing of Fire Stations. We 
"have been unfortunate in not being able get 
"through the Secretary of State for the Colonies a 
"Fire Officer to carry out the, suggestions of m j o r  
L ' C o ~ ,  the expert to whom I referred." Acwrding 
to the honourable member, Major Cox was the great- 
ast expert to advise on fire and the placing of fire 
stations in the British Empire. Major Cox told the 
Government not to erect one large fire station but to 
erect two or three small fire stations. This has been 
the opinion of Major Cox whom the honourable mem- 
ber referred to as the grcatast expert in  the British 
Empire. I f  this is so, what in the world could have 
operated to make the honourable l n a b e r  now act 
contrary to the decision of this great expert? 

Again, Sir, when Government bought St. Cecilia 
i n  P a w e  Road, the h ~ n ~ u r a b l e  member said that it 
w~,ould be one of the sites for the two or three fire 
h t i o n s  that were proposed to be ~ e c t e d .  Now, to- 
night, Government is determined to buy more land 
in Pr@yn Street, although i t  then said that P r o b ~ n  
Street was unsuitable for a site for a fire station 
and because of that, Government is now suggeting 
that Probyn Stret is the most suitable; site for a fire 
Station. 1 am suggesting to honourable mmbers  that 
we would be making a serious mistake if we agree 
the erection of this single fire station at Probyn 
Street and on that side of Bridgetown. 

I n  1951, E asked some quations in this House 
about Fire Stations. I enquired: (1) whether thd 

sary drying tower and a fire-pmof door to our  ire 
Station beoause the last fire expert said that  we m w t  
get them? l must say that the Government has per- 
petrated the most excellent farce within the last three 
years with respect to the question of the erection of a 
&'ire Station. It is real comic opera. I will risk to  bet  
that if for some reason or other this matter is delayed 
for any length of time, you will get entirely different 
proposals for this Fire Station by the same Govern- 
ment. Again, Sir, I redly  want tie ask honourable 
membeq if they feel that  this House should agree to  
the proposals in  His Excellency's Message of spend- 
,,g over $200,000 on a new Fire Station to be erected 
on Probyn Street whi& th the wrong side of thd City 
to erect it. 

I think i t  is better to  accept the original id- 
wag to have two or three small stations in built 

up  areas and one large fire-fighting unit. If even you 
use Probyn Street as a site for a, fire Station, my 

humble suggestion is that you should put  a sm@l 
station there and put another small one on the other 
side of the town. The majority of the Select Corn- 
mittee recommended that the Probpn Street site 
should be abandoned and that  there should be one 
main fire station on the northern side of Trafalgar 
Square and a subsidiary station to  be ereuted in the 
.icinity between Worthings and Oistin. Is there ally- 
thing wrong that suggesition? Could there be 
anything wrong with the wggwtion of a 
main fire station to the north of Trafalgar Square 
and a subsidiary station somewhare in the Hastings- 
Itockley-Worthings area? Don't you consider the 
suggestion of the majority of the Select Committee 
far more reasonable than what is contained in His 

Government was aware of the acute discomfort ex- 
~er ienced  daily by members of the Fire Brigade at 
@olefidge Street i n  consequence of structural and 
bkher defects in the building which they occupy i (2) 
doe)$ the Go~ernInent Propose to construct and equip 

a new Fire Brigade headquarters; and (3) arising 
an t  of the fact1 that  the Probyn Street site long 
reg.arded as the likely area for a new Fire Brigada . 
headquarters has now been converted into a central 
'bus tc?rminus, if the answer to Qnqstion be in 
the a,firmative, will the Government please state the 
proposed locale of the new Ration. 

- 1 was told in replies by the ( h w n m e n t  that 
(1) the Gavernment was aware of the unsatisfactory 
condition of the barracks occupied by m~!mbers of 
the Fire Brigade; (2)  that the construction of a llew 

Fire Station had been deferred pending the selection 
of a Fire Officer by the Secretary of State, who had 
been asked to expedite the matter; and ( 3 )  that the 
site of the new station had not been decided b ~ a u s e  
the Government was a~vaitillg the expert a d ~ i c e  of 
the Fire Officer, particularly as to whether there 
should be one station in Bridgetown or a number 
of stations. 

I n  1951 the Government could not state in this 
House what was its policy with regard to the con- 
~ t ruc t ion  of a Fire Station because i t  was awaiting 
the Fire Officer who had been appointed. The Gov- 
ernment was left in a quandary when the Fire Officer 
arrived and made his recommendations. 

Since Government has refused to accept the 
decision of the fire expert, Major Cox, a humble lay 

Excellency's Message, apart  from the inconveni- 
ence that would be meted out to the travelling pub- 
lic who now use Probyn Street and apar t  from the 
unsuitability of Probyn Street from the pont of view 
of the d immfor t  which the Fire Brigade men will 
ha--e to undergo by sleeping there during the day 
and the  early hours of the night. I am one who 
agrees that the Probyn Street site can hardly be 
regarded as a suitable place for men t.0 rest during 
the day or the early hours of the night owing to the 
activities within the immediate area. 

Sir, as I have said, it is a waste of time for  a 
Select Committee by a 6-1 vote to agree to a cer- 
tain line of action and then to have that  action 
entirely ignored and the recomnlendation of She 
slngle mem'ber of the Clommittee to be put  before 
the Legislature and carried after midnight against 
the wishes 6f the majority of members. The Gov- 
ernment is fully aware tbat  if this matter were to 
be decided a t  a proper and reasonable hour, it would 
have no chance of the Minority Report being car- 7 .  

ried. Sir, i t  serves the Government's purpose to 
pursue this debate a t  this unholy hour for  speech- 
making; probably, i t  will be another two hours 
before the debate comes to a conclusion when the 
majority of the Opposition, like respectable people 
would have gone to their beds. I t  might be parlia- 
mentary tactics to debate this matter a t  this hour 
but i t  certainly is not acting in comformity with 
the best interest of the colony and the responsibility 

, which devolves upon honourable members. 
A l r .  LsE%TLS: This fire station is to be erected 

man like myself can afford to  question the decision 
of the Government. Government now proposes to  erect 
a large Fire Station at  Probyn Street and as far  as 
1 have been made to understand it will have a drying 
tower and fire-proof doors. Can you tell me, Sir, 
what need there is Scjr fire-proof d w r s  or a drying 
tower for a Fire Station in the tropics? Barbados is 
ilot England where you have snow and hail: this 
island is in the tropics where there is sunshine every 

in Bridgetown for  the protection of persons and 
property in the area and therefore i t  is of particular 
iiiterest to  me;  however, it is necessary for  me to g3 
into a little histovy in giving somc idea as to how 
we must look a t  this matter now that it has reached 
this point. We have had a Fire Expert who recom- 
mended that we should have more than one fire 
station; we are told in this House that experts come 
out here and give us the 'best possibl: advice and 

day of the year. Must we have an elaborate unne-es- ' ilien when we come i r to  the Eaiise with that advice 
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cvcry member of the IIouse turns himself into an  
expert. 11-6 o l~~n ion  of a lesser exper: has wen ac- 
eepteu a l ~ d  the value to be placed on his o p i i l ~ o ~ ~  
LtIlg:.116 be taken from somethiiig ~vhich he chd just 
belore left here. EIe remained here ftor the term 
of h19 emp-oyn~ent kind it was only when he was 
leaving that we were told i t  was wrong to pry any- 

and guest houses section should come down if neces- 
sary. Both of these fire engines should converge 
on the fire from different angles; but to tell me 
that we should have one fire station and spend all 
our money to build i t  where our streets are narrow 
and where the traffic is increasing, is not a long- 
term view of the matter a t  all. I n  order to put out 

tody for reporting the occurrence of tire. Why did a firf? you should get to i t  a s  quickly as possible; 
lie only then come to thct conclusion? What sort of I with more than one fire station we will be able to 

E ire Chief o r  Fire Expert is he ? offer protection not only to the warehouses and 

At this stage, n;lr. left the chair, and ! 
the CHAIRMAN OF C O R I M I T ; ~ ~  took the Chair. 

Mr. LEWJS: Sir, the next unfortunate item in 
the history of this matter concerns this Hoxse more I 
particularly. %hen the last Resolution for a colas- 
sal sum of was the House for bulldlnq 
a fire station, honourable members criticised i t ;  

not object to the site i n  Passage Road because it 
.truck me that \ c  were getting all entrance from 
King street, it was near a fire statioll which we al- 

had and 1.7ith the constructio~ of a Deep 
water  Harbour, we would have warehouses with 
iced for the population stored in  them and I felt 
that, in the event of a fire, the fire engine leaving 
Passage Road could reach Fontabelle as  quicl~ly 
possible. I had no objectior~ to erecting a fire station 
3t s t .  Cecilia, but not a fire station for $300,000. f. 
think that the hotel industry being so close a second 
to the sugar industry, the people in  the hotel indus- 
tw should feel secure if the Government erected in 
the area of the hotels a fire station which could ren- 
der them quick assistance. Hon. members will remem- 
ker that when that Resolution came before us, visi- 

the stores in Bridgetown, but to the people who are 
complaining that they are  paying Highway Tax 
and Fire Brigade Tax and the fire hydrants are 
nowhere near homes. We want to offer these 
people some protection and I do not think that by 
erecting a Central ~i~~ station we lvill be offering 
them the protection to which they are are entrtled. 

The next thing is that we are  proposing to spend 
a large sum of money on a project of this sort an.l 
we do not want to erect any monument to any &C 
lie Works Department or architect or Fire Chief: 
we must consider the best possible means of offeririg 
assistance. I think it is time that  this Governm ,at 
go into the suggestion which I made some long 
time ago, that is, that a special levy should be made 
on the Fire Insurance Companies for the upkeep 
of the Fire Brigade; that is really a good protecti,~n 
for the householder but the fact remains that it is 
a good protection for  the Fire Insurance Companiek: 
I have heard nothing of the  suggestion that 1h.r 
Fire Insurance Companies should pay this special 
levy; I think the Government should pay some 

this matter. 
I I have heard people who have visited big coun- 

tors to this island had just had the misfortune of tries say that they did not see any elaborate fire 
being bnmt  in a fire a t  Oistin, and the criticism I statims; rather, they have seen several small fire 
made \\-as that the Fire Brigade got to the scene late stations situated a t  various points. After all, if 
and they had no ambulance or anything like that. 
At the same time the Fire Chief thinlss that we can 
erect a fire station in Bridgetown and he  would 

You can get a place big enough to house the F i r e  
Brigade comfortably, their living condition should 
be improved and if they are given some land around 

guarantee that in so many minutes he could get the the Fire Station for having a moderate memure of 
fire engine a t  Oistins; that  did not happen when recre&tion, I think that  that  is the thing a t  which 
he had to put i t  into practice. we should aim. I do not think that a fire station 

\TTe find that this scheme was severely criticised with these doors is necessary: we want an  open 
and no notice was taken of the it was 1 ground for the housing of the fire engines and 
when the Besolution reached the Other Place that they and be able to get out from there a t  all ~ o i n t s .  
the Goverpment paid i t  the attention which should go in any direction, and the second floor in a i 
have been paid to i t  in this House. The criticism 
was repeated in the Other Place and the Govern- 
ment fit to accept the action which was taken 
on the Resolution up there. These people own some 
of the biggest properties and they prevented the 
fire station from being built; I am opposed to the 
crection of any massive Central Fire Station for the 
ci ty of &idgetown and the island of Barbados. 

we now come to this particular site; fancy our 
asking that the buses be removed to the yard of 
the Ilcpartlllent of Highways and Transport so 

of that_ sort should be properly equipped 
for  the comfort and convenience of the men who 
have do a difficult job when a fire OcCUI'X. I say: 
let these men have an open spot a t  the back of 

' the buildillg recreational purposes and for sham 
fires. 

For the reasons I have given, I cannot support 
the erecetion of an elaborate Fire Station in pre- 
!hence to the erection of two or more fire stations 
"lld have them at  convenialt points so as to give 
instant protection. I t  is of 110 use having a big Fire 

as to put the Fire Station just a little way fmnk I Brigade who will to the scene of a fire late 
there and you have all your property in a densely I rather than have a small one who will get to the 
populatrd area.! You have to buses leaving Fair- 1 . a  fire in point is that the 
child street and going to the various routes and I time either ripe or we have passed the stage when 
you ,vill have some congestion there. The Govern- \tre should control the traffic on Our roads. I t  is :lot a 
mcnt tiielnbcrs knolv that they are putting this Fire I Case of going against a Report because it has been 
Statioll jr1st there is likely to be a block and ( made by some expert or because it r v a ~  turned down 
vet they insist 0x1 pnttillg it there. 1 have not seen in the Other Place: in applyi l1~ lily conlmonsense 
ihe plnlzs for  the fire station, but on the last, occa- 
sion the plans were elaborate. As I have said, our 
Fire Chief felt that tEle fire engine was mobile 
enourh to get from Eridgetown to Oistins in a few 
minuta ,  but he failed; that would ruin the tourist 

this questioll 1 think I have very strong reasons 
for keeping to the collclusions a t  which I have 
"rrivpd in Ihi5 matter. 

Mr. llTTI~LIAMS: I think that this matter is 
the result of a Resolution which was passed bp this 

industry in that people cannot get here the protee- House some time in 1952. This affair haq had a rather 
tion xvllich they can get in other place<. I long history ancl it is unfortunate that i t  has been 

I think that at any time a fire takes place on bound 1113 with the opinion of too many experts 
that side of the water the fire engine on this side because m-e are no wiser than when we first started. 
would make its ~ v a p  there, and the one which could I l will begin by saying that I do not think t h e  
easil5- take care of the built-up area in the hotel honourable senior member for St. Philip has really 
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give11 a true indication of whet 1vn.s said when tlia plan the siting of Fire Stations i n  relation to existing 
property know as "'Club Willow" wss bought. The and potential developments. Other Colonles are 
honourable introducer of this motion has said that sueermg today from delayed attendances a t  firm due 
they have the Probyn Street property which has entirely to the fact that fifty years a w  or more, large - been converted into a bus terminal: but that pro- httuctures were built t o  provide one Eire Station 
perty had bee11 earmarked for a Fire Station. I tnink v;hlch today is geographically in the wrong place to 
the honourable member went on to say that the ensure speedy attendance. 
Governmelit was still considering the question as The determining factor on the position of a Fire 
to whether we would have two fire stations or not, Station is to ensure that  any built-up area, and more 
and he ended by saying that we should accept the particularly in  any High Risk area, a fire applianc* 
new Officer's advice instead of that of Maior Cox. shall be in  attendance a t  a fire urithh 3-5 mdes 

v Experts can give their advice but  we, as Barbadians, of a call. Braadlly speaking, this policy means the 
bhould use our commonsense. We kno.r?. that the siting of a station in  a built-up area every two 
population is on the increase and as I see the posi- miles." 
tion, i t  is only a question of experts having con- I t  is true that  Major Cox was thinking of a highly 

b fused the hvernment.  h i l t - u p  area, and a very important matter-which I 
We had before us a Resolution for  the conver- would like to draw to the Government's attention 

won of "Club Willow" in respect of the Fire Station is this paragraph':- 
and the Government also had at their disposal the "Notwithstanding these requirements, elaborate 
opinion of Major Cox t h t  m ahould use the Probyn structures are not required. ,In the days of? plenty 
Street site. I should say that Major Cox considered it may have been very desirable to have a structure 

F -  that this site was too small for passible development. which can be regarded with some civic pride. These 
Then we had the conflicting opinion of Major Craggs; ! f ach  are not present today, and whatever our wishes 
this officer did not strike me as an  of any be, a building mu$ be kept on utilitarian lines. 
great calibre when he said that the main considera- sub-stations need to  be no more than a ground floor 
%ion in having two or three fire stations was a ques- etructure as indicated in  the sketches attached i n  the 

Su'b-stations: everybody knolws that the fire services 

i tion of discipline. I n  England there are about seven 

I As I see the plans, I think that  the Probyn 
in England were amalgamated and now they have street site is a rather elaborate s truct~ri?  although 1 
been 'separated. 

As a member of the Select committee, I can say 
that the Committee considered that we should have 
lnore than one fire station and that is the line which 
Major Cox adopted. Major Cox has furnished the 
aovernment with a &Port. he is an who 
knew what he was should like to know 
whether the honourable introducer of the motion can 
tell us  if, in view of our finances, we cannot haive 
more than one fire station, leaving out any fire 

/t- station between Holetown and Bridgetown. 
Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker,-I draw to your 

attention the fact that there is not s quorum present 

agree that the surroundings of the Fi re  Station should 
be better. What Major Cox has said about elaborate 
str~lctures should be borne in  mind. *If we could 
cast our mind in the direction of Roebuck Street. 
jvest'bury Read, Bush Ha', Bank and right 
around to Government Hill, if we look at the map 
we will see that high rhk lies in  that  area. Majior 

::,"",E ~ ~ ~ $ ~ s  ;uB~ ," , "~~ , "" ,~~P~~~&," ,~  
ment gives me the answer that our finances cannot 
afford more than one Fire Station I am a d m i n g  
my mind as to whether it would Le right t o  put  that  
Fire Station at Probyn Street. When we considered 
the Resolution in respect of the fire m time in the House. I ago, most honourable members passed over the gnes- 

Bell. 
I ask the 'lerk ring the tion of the siting but the Other Plc, whose Report 

I have before me, considered this matter very thor- The having rung, a quorum was again I oughly. I n  respect of the Probyn Street site we have obtained. 

I 
had the assistance of the Colonial Engineer and the 

Mr. SPEA1cER': The member may pro- Director of gighways and Transport in  whom. 1 
cr ed. would say, we have very good offlcers; Major @ox has 

Mr. % T ~ ~ ~ ~ A M S :  I would like to whether, 
having regard to the finances of the colony either 
this Year or next Year, We cannot afford to have more 
than one fire station. If we can have two fire statio~lv 
T think we should consider the erection of one oa 

that i t  might be a good thing for the 
Public Works Department and the Department of 
Highways and Transport t o  pu t  thei.: heads together 
as to what is the best 

I do not see that the Probyn Street site would 
the western side. If we cannot afford to have two be a good one ; even if you de&lt with the traffic, there 
fire stations, the question would be whether the Pro- is still the question of: a big thoroughfare. Even if 29- t y n  Street site is the best site for the Fire Station. p u  can provide sufficient facilities for the buses, 

this : 

I 
I11 his Xessage to this House the Governor states you will have to consider that sooner or latecr, the 

whole policy will have to be reviewed; if the Gov- 
"The Governnlent has accordingly considered ernment were to insist that  the concessionaires should 

alternative sites which would entail no, or compara- put more buses on the roads i t  will mean that the 
tively little, acquisition of land, and has finally select- service provided is inadlequate. 
ed the sitc at Prcbyll Street, which was originally ear- Major Craggs's idea of having more than one 
marliecl for this purpose, and is much more centrally fire station was above all things, a question of discip- 
situated than the site at  Passage Road, but had been line and that  is all tommy rot ;  the question is one 
discarded on account of inadequacy of space. " of having small units rather than large ones apd we 

I do not think that we should adopt any cheege- want to think in  t e r n  of potential development. I 
parinr  policy in this matter. On page 11 of his Re- do not want to tire the House, but the points I hale- 
port Major Cox says this: made are those which we have to consider in  thi? 

" I t  is fortunate in many respects that Bar- matter. You will find that the countries in  which 
hados 'has non- reached the ~ositioil  where ade- there are small fire stationr have reduced risks be- 
auate fire stations are indispenssble. With the avail- cause they have passed a lot of ancillary legislation 
:rbilitp of the Town Planner and technical Fire Bri- so as to k e e ~  down the o~eurrenee of fires to a mini- 

\<, gade advice, the opportunity can now be taken to mum. The structure of the Fire Station having been 
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decided upon, legislation should be sent down for th(- 
purpose of making safety regulations as regards fire. 

1 should like to hear some reply from the hon- 
ourable introducer of this n~otioll as to what prevents 
us from having two fire stations instead of one. A* 
a member of the Select Committee many people have 
come to me and stated that to erect one Fire Station 
is not the correct thing to do. As l have meiltlorled, 
there are only two questions to be considered is this 
matter. If our finances cannot afford our having two 
fire stations, then we cannot have two fire stations, 
but if our finances can afford our having two fire 
stations then I do not see why the Government should 
not change their attitude and provide these fire sta- 
tions. I n  his Report Najor Cox gave a n  estimate 
of g119,000 in respect of f i r e  Stations and appli- 
ances provided that certain equipment could be 
made locally; otherwise his estimate was %132,003 
and we would probably have to add 20% to that 
I~OW. w e  need not spend all that money in  one year 
because we might be c?ommitted to other things. It 
is getting late and I shall now sit and await the 
rnswers to the questions I have put  to the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. GODDARD: It is surprising that the Gqv- 
enlment is still proceeding with this proposal in the 
face of stroilg opposition froin this side of the Ho11-e 
but the Government is determined to pursue its idea. 
If there is one thing which the Fire Brl$ade shollld 
have, i t  is mobility. No one could argue that havil% 
cne big Fire Station i n  the centre of the City is bet- 
ttr than having two or three fire statiolls; you might 
r,eed a sufficiently large Fire station for the training 
of but as I have said, the greater the mobil- 
ity the Fire ~ r i g a d e  has, the better it is. I heard 
?.kjor Say that every minute lost in g e t t w  
to a 6re was equal to an  hourys start of a The 
Government is determined to Pursue their 0t 
plllting this Fire Station in P r ~ b Y n  %reet where the 
congestion on the streets getting more "ld more, 
but 1 feel that they qhonltl eonrider erecting a Sub- 
station in  the Hastings distric4. It is un f~ r tuna te  that 

At this stage, the CHAIR~IAN OF C O M M I T T ~ S  left 
the Chair and MP. S P E B ~  resumed the Chair., 

Air. MILLER: I was saying Mr. Speaker, that 
the Government should acquire some of Mrs. Slander- 
son's land a t  White Park and there is also -. EstRr 
brook's land. If  you are destroying the bus terminal, 
1 think the time is ripe when a District LXarket 
should be erected there, since the Government has 
committed itself to  t h e  provision of these Markets. 
l am making a l& appeal to the Government, but 1 
see that they are determined to carry out their 
proposal. I am convinced that they are qceptiual about 
spending more money aad  I am also. aware of their 
commitments in the Five Pear Plan. I should 
to say that the use of the bus stand for the erection 
of a pi re  Station cannot be justified then the buses 
are to be removed to the yard of the Highways Depart. 
ment, which ada, to the t r a c  hazards, there. The 
bus stand is now considered to be a social area and 
1 feel grieved that mthing that I, say wil l  have any 
eflect, but I am sure that the Government will not 
find m y  solace in this matter. 

I think that the hon. Minister ior  Social Services 
should give this matter further consideration; there 
w a  not be any fires taking place in the City tomor- 
row and rve will not need the new Fi re  Station im- 
~lzediately. We have gone on for centuries with the 
old Fire Station and we can go with it for another 
decade; of course, I know that the Q o v e m e n t  want 
to erect monuments to their memory. We know that 
opinion was divided in  the 1 3 0 ~  as to this matter 
and i t  was decided to refer the matter a select 
committee; now we find that the Committee has 
~ n a d r  recommendltions /which are thrOtvn the 
ground and the Government decides that the Minor- 
ity &port su9bmitted by the hen. Wnister of Social 
Services should go through. I am asking honourable 
members to realise that in the near future we may 
be reproached and I have h, help them shed 
their tears. 1 say; let them just postpone this 

for  ;urther consideration and see if the hearts 
/ of members of the Governmellt will not rest m the the Government did not buy the en t ix  site whpre the 

Fire station is situated now; I kllow I will be told 
that that site would cost a lot of money, but if 
had bought that  whole lot they would hoave 

an for the accommodation of 
our main Fire Station. As regards the Hastings 
3istrict, we n& only have the hotels up  theh.e 
but we have the Cable Station and the machinery. 
which we have u p  there needs to be protected. I do 
not wish to prolong this debate at this late hour; we 
nil1 wait m d  see this matter through 

Mr. BTIm~W: I hardly imagine that what I 
will have any e ~ e c t ,  but I still feel that i t  is my 

duty to m y  I have sap in amec t ion  with 
matter. It is that the honourable Minis- 
ter of social Services should decide to pursue this 
proposal when he sat at all the meetings of the Sel?ct 
Committee and found that the majonitv of members 
were not in favour of it. The honourable &jjnist& 
alone was willing to fall back on the terms of the M e  
sage from the G~~~~~~~ and he wrote a ~ i ~ ~ ~ i %  
port. I feel that  some honourable members would 
hardly be in the House a t  this late hour unless they 
wanted to ~ u s h  this m a t t e ~  through; however, - 
i am appealing to the Government to pmt- 
pone this matter and give it further consid- 
.pration. I have had a discussion with the hen- 
ourable Minister for Social Services and I know that 
the Government is unhappy about spending further 
sums of money in respect of the purchase of land in 
other areas. I think that the Government should take 
into account the fact that we are not all happy over 
their decision in  this matter. There is Mrs. S a n d e r s ~ n ' ~  
land a t  White Park 

lino,rledge and that they did the right thing. 
I 1 ~ 1 1 0 ~  that the shedding of tears will not move some 
h~nourable members, but I will have it in my soul 
and in my conscience that I asked them to  realise 
that the people are not all fools. On some day hon- 
ourable members will be bound to take notice of 
what has been said' 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: The point has 
been made that the Minority Report should not be 
acted upon, but what am I to do?  Because the 
r~lajority of the mem,bers of the Select Committee 
favmr  one thing and I do not agree with it, must 

ignore my olm feelings and go along with the 
cl'inion of the majority? I n  all communities when 
there is a difference of opinion, a Minority Report 

submitted- 
The honourable senior member for St. John has 

said that  the firemen are not willing to go over to 
P'ob~n ; on the contrary, while the debate 
was taking place, I was informed that Sergeant 

w&o is a member of the Fire Brigade wanted 
6peak me and he me that the firemen were 

all willing to go over to P r ~ b ~ n  Street. 
The honourable senior member for St. Philip 

referied to the purchase of "@lub Willow" and 
suggested that the price paid for  it was toot great. 
However, it W* said over and over again in this 
House by the honourable senior member for the 
City that this property was bought a t  a reasonable 
price; the honourable senior member for St. Philip 
v-ants to make the public feel that the taxpayem' 
money was thrown away. I really do not think that  

1 t h e ~ e  is any further point to which I need reply. 



Mr. WILLIAMS: I should like an answer to 
my question as to whether the finances of the oolony 
could afford our having more than one fire station. 
(Hon. M. E. COX: He is not bound to reply to 
that).  

The question that the iilinority lieport be now 
~d'opted was put and resolved in the affirmative, the 
House dividing as follows :- 

Ayes: Mr. SXITH, Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Hon. 
Dr. H. G. CUMMINS, Hon. M. E .  Cox, Hon. C.  E. 
TAL~IA, Hon. R. G. MAPP, Nessrs. HOWEX. BRYAN 
and ELLER-9. 

Noes: Messrs CRAWFORD and hm~m-2. 
Hon. Dr. (TUMMINS: I n  consequence of that 

decfision, I aim asking leave to move the passing of 
an Address to His Excellency the Governor. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
ikonourable member. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. GIJMMINS: This Address reads 
H S  ~ O ~ ~ O W S :  

The House of Awmbly a lw agree to the rellzoval 
of the Gilty bus terminal from its present site in 
Rrobyn Street to a site to the west of the offices of 
the Department of Highways and Transport. 

I beg to motve that this Address do now pass. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I have much pleasure in 

seconding that motion. 
The question that this Address do now pass was 

put and resolved in  the affirmative, a division being 
taken as follows :- 

Ayes: Mr. SMITH, Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Hon. Dr. 
H. G. C'UMMINS, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E. TALMA, 
Hon. R. G. MAPP, Messrs Homm, BRYAN and Mkum 
-9. 

Noes: M m r s  ALL~ER and Q A W ~ ~ L D - ~ .  
Mr. SPEAKER:  The question has been decided 

in the affirmative, nine honourable members voting 
"Aye, " and two honourable members voting "No." 
I dedare that the "Ayes" have it. I ask the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Thornas to present this - 

The H0tl.w of Assemlblu I Address. 
To I Hon. DT. H. 0.. CTTMMINS: As Your Honour 

His Ezcellency The Couermr pleases. 

The House of Assembly have the honour to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of Your Excellency's Mwage 
No. 6/1954 dated 26th January, 1954, relating to 
fire protection for  the City of Bridgetown. 

The House of Assembly agree with the erection 
ef a fire station on the site selected in  Probyn Street 
and to the acquisition by Government of a n  area of 
land from various m e m  to the east of the existing 
cinema car park. 

T H E  ADJOURNMENT 

The Order Paper having been fixed, 
Hon. Dr. .H G. CUMMINS : I beg to move that 

this House do now adjourn until Tuesday next, the 
18th instant, at 3 o'clock p.m. 

Hon. M. E .  Cox seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to, and BPr. SPEAKER adjourned the House 
accordingly. 




