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House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)_

SESSION 1954556
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. .HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY What is the amount of money collected n each
e “of the following three funds.
Wednesday, 10th Nov. 1954. - |- '1‘
Pursuant to adjournment the Flouse of Assem- (%) Tﬁe %%bog?l.wafare F 1(11nd.
bly met at 3 o’clock p.m. today. (7) e Rehabilitation Fund.
: A (3) The Price Stabilization Fund.
PRESENT : (b) The expenditure of each Fund up to
: : the present date.

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. Hussanps, (Speaker), 2. Is the Go.vernment prepared to use any of
Hon. G. H. Apams, B.A., C.M.G., Q.C., (Premier), the amounts standing to the eredit of the Price Stabil-
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS MD C.M., (Minister | ization Fund, (other than what is used for the
‘»f ocial Services), A. E. 8. LEwWIS, Depvuty Speak- | Labour Welfare Fund), for any other Welfare
er), Hon. M. B. Cox (Minister of Communications, Schemes for workers in the Sugar Industry.

“Works and Housing) F. L. Wavcort, 0.B.E,, Hon - To enquire of the Premier:

‘R. 6. Marp, (Minister of Trade, Industru & Labour),
11EM,ILLERJAHAYNESBA Hon. C. E. TAuMA
(Minister of Agmculture, Lafndc (m(l Fisheries).

Prayers were read.
MINUTES.

: The minutes of the meeting which was held on
the 26th October, 1954, were taken as read and con-
firmed.

PAPERS LAID.

By command of His Excellency the Governor,
<Papers were laid as follows :—
: Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The Pensions (Pensionable
Offices) (Amendment) Order, 1954.
- Mr. VaveaaN entered the House and took his
seat.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Government Notices were given as follows:

- Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Resolution to approve fnc

“yrder entitled ‘“The Pensions (Pensionable Offices)
; endment) Order, 1954 :

fon, M. E. COX: Bill to amend the Seawell Air °

r. SMiTH entered the House and took his seat.
QUESTIONS
. The followmg notices of questmns were given :—

‘Mr. F. L. WALCOTT:
" To enquire of the Minister of Ag"rleulture

Will the Government state what are the rules
that govern the award of War Service Credit to
members of the Public Service.

Mr. VAUGHAN :

To enquire of the Minister of Communications
Is the Minister aware that the ineremental basis
for the increase of salaries for a certain seetion of
the unestablished Staff at Bowmanston Water Works
entails the reaching of their maximum pay some

years later than workers of similar status in any

other department of Government.

Will the Minister explain the reason for this.
Will the Minister urge Government to correct
this state of affairs ag speedily as possible.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order stands in the
name of the Hon. Minister of Social Services: fo move

.the House into Committee of Supply.

On motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. Cummins,
seconded by Hon. M. E. Cox, Mr. SpEakFEr left the

-Chair, and the House went into Committee of Supplv,

Mr. Syrro being in the Chair.
Refurbishing of Government House
. Hon. G. H. ADAMS Mr. Chairman,—The- first -

.item under the Committee of Supply, is a Resolution
. to, place the sum of $7,217 at :the disposal of the
. Governor-in-Executive C'ommlftee to supplemenf the
-Rstimates, 1954-55 Part 1, Current, as shown in the
-Qupplementary Estimates 1954 55 No 24 which forms
‘| -the Schedule to the Resolution.
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This money, Sir, is proposed to be spent for the
purposeg mentioned in the Addendum and the Sche-
dule. Honourable members who have gone to Govern-
ment House from time to time, know that we have
nothing really to boast about as to its general appear-
ance, size and the grounds, as compared with one or
two other Governors’ residences jn the Caribbean area,
Lt is obvious, that it is the general feeling im every
Caribbean comwunify at the present moment, ip
view of the impending visit of H.R.H. Princess Mar-
garet, that we in the West Indies should do something
worthy of our position as an old part of the British
Empire to make her visit a memorable one.

. The object of bringing down this Resolution at
this particular time, is to do now for Government
House, what would have been done normally at the
time of the Estimates; and in addition, to do a bit
more than would have been done at that time, be-
cause of her visit. Those of us who have had the
opportunity of going to Jamaica when Her Majesty
the Queen visited Jamaiea last November, were very
much struck with the appearance of Government
Iouse there. Those of us who knew King’s House
before the Queen’s visit, and who saw the prepara-
tions for Her Majesty’s visit, could not help feeling
that there was hardly place outside of the United
Kingdom or the Domimons, whick made a greater
impression and had decorations more suitable, than
King’s House in Jamaica. One saw the lovely car-
pets, inside furnishings at their best, and a vast
amount of flowers in the various rooms reserved for
the Royal family. The furnishings were magnificent
It is true, that King’s House is a much bigger place,
#nd as a result the rooms are much bigger than the
rooms of Government House in Barbados; but oue
Government House has a charm of its own. I think
all of us, no matter how anti-imperialists we might
be, would like to know, just as in our private homes
we have to welcome visitors and we like to have our
house swept clean and the furnishings bright, we
would like to know that we do not fall behind the
colonies in the appearance of our Govermment
House, during Princess Margaret’s visit. I do no%
think it is necessary for me to say anymore. The
Addendum is fairly fulll With regards to the
carpet and floor coverings, I would say that it would
he only sheer poverty which would cause a person to
drveam of keeping those stair earpets at Government
House on syoh an oecasion. [ am making this appeal,
(not to help an individual obviously,) but I am
doing so because I am sure, that the people of
Barbados would like to see that in their pgrovisions
@t Qovernment House, they would be providing a
place which weould not let down the fair reputatien
which we have attained in the eyes of the rest of
the British world. Nor should we allow it to be
tarnished. With respect to certain verandah chairsg
which are the usual verandah chairs we see all about,
there are some at Government House which look
very rusty; and the reference ‘‘painting, decorating
and repairs, inferior work’ is made in respect of
those verandah chairs. Reference is also made tc
the male and female staff toilets, and also to touchine
up the exterior. There is no doubt that the lavatory
for the staff is in an appalling condition.
look last week at the exterior of Government House,
and certain parts of it are sadly in need of brushing
up. With respect to the provision. for underground
wiring, T am sure the honourable junior mem%er for
8t. George would agree, that it is a very useful thing
to have, in place of the tﬂilgomry wiring which wias
installed up in a ed hoc condition. Ag the Addendum
points out, some of the rooms are very mueh in need
vt painting and decorating. When it eomes to the
new stuff being bought for @overnment Fowuse, it

I had a

does not mean that certain things will be discarded.
J¢ does not mean that the drawing room carpets
will be sold by public auction. That would go
down stairs into the dining room; and the dining
room carpet is of a kind which can be dissected and
can be used in different parts of the Government
House. Therefore, this is no question of getting
rid of things te put in new things. What new
things are bought, will replace thoge at present in
the most prominent reoms; and what I would eall
the mediocre stuff, will be placed in the rooms which
ere not seem too often.

Certain members of this House have seen the
different rooms of Government House and have seen
what things are like in them. I am not saying, that
things at present are not so bad as they used to be. T
vwas shocked when I visited Government House dur-
ing the administration of Governor Bushe, and dis-
covered that certain furniture were made ount of
packing cases. You would expeet to find that in
poor cottages, but you would not expect to find that
at Government House.

Sir, all of us know that sooner or later, we have
to put a little paint here and there about our cottages
to brighten them up; especially so, when we expect
relatives from Americe or whem Christmas comes
around. I beg to move that this Resolution for the
sum of $7,217 do new pass.

435 p.m.

Mr. ALLDER came into the Clommittee and teok

- his seat.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: In seconding this Reso-
lution, Mr. Chairman I would say that the honour-
able Mover of it has rightly deseribed the conditions
at Government House. I woyld say that there are
certain carpets at Government Houge whieh ape in
a very bad state. In some plases the carpets are
more faded in spots than in others; although, I may
say, that there are carpets which have been bought
since the war. Apparently, they have not stood up
to wear in the frepics.

With regard to the question of lighting, it is
estimated that between $150 and $2 a year is
spent on erecting the lighting in the grounds, and up
to now $92 has been spent; but the Electrical Engin-
cer feels that if we had this underground system
it will cost $492 to install it, and it wiE last for ghout
15 to 20 years, which is a distinet saving. Ag far as
the carpets are concerned, I want honourable mem-
bers to understand, that it is met only because of
the visit of Princess Margaret that we have brought
forward this item; im any case, the Hewuse would
have been approached for an ameunt te replace some
of the carpets which are mow in sueh a bad
condition.

Mr. LEWIS: Nobody will condemn the attempt
tc make Government House look its best for the visit
«f the Prineess. We have heard that some things
are needed, apart from the fact that a distinguished
vigitor is due to occupy that place. But this Adden-
dum condemns us severely in the eyes of the Princess
I wonder if she were here to read this Addendum,
whether she would come to Barbados at all. To
tell me that at this time in our history, we hawve to
admit that we need to make provision for lavatops
for the staff, I do not know that a Labour Go¢

ment should come to the House and ask for provisign

for lavatories for the staff up there and be ref:

I know that this Fead of the Estimates is sevefaly: g

criticised; but to tell me that we are now comi
for prevision for prover lavatories for the staff gt
Government House, is something of which I am vety
much ashamed.

i T
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Ta say that you are touching up the exterior of
Government House because it is attacked by mildew,
1 would say im reply that the House has vated $2.000
avery year which can be used for that purpese. The
Gavernar’s Head is the only one under which you
will find the heads ‘‘Imcidentals’ and ‘‘Miscellane-
ous’”’.  We have the Item ‘‘Maintenance of the fur-
niture and equipment’’ and we have ‘‘Incidentals’’,
$600 under each Item. Any mildew which has ¢come
1o Government House, must certainly be the normal
amount which you will expect every year; and sqme
pravision for touching up the exterior of Govern-
went House should be a regular apnual expenditure.

As regards the installation of permanent under-
groued wiring in place of the temporary overhead
wiring, you will remember, that when there was a
change in the office of Government Electrical Inspee-
tor, there was a new broom which wanted to sweep
‘elean ; and also wanted to make a new impression. The
hogpital wanted new wiring and Government House
‘algo wanted new wiring, and that wag not so lomg
ago. 1 did not look for the Resolution which eame
down here, but it was a Resolution for a eonsiderable
sum of money for the entire rewiring of Government
House; and you cannot tell me that wiring at Gov-
ernyment Houge does not mean the rewiring of the
whole of Government House. This wiring means
all the wiring whieh you would expeect to find at
Government House. We have to spend $492 for
something which we thought had been well takex
care of when there was a ehange in the office of
Oovernment Bleetrical Imspeetor. o

Perhaps we would expect that the provisien qf
earpets and so on must be made; but I think it is
disgraceful that in a Resolution of this sors, we

bave had to inelude the provision of lavatories for

the staff and wiring for the garden. We have just
had an estimate for the entire wiring of Goverament
House, and we have had distinguished visiters wp
there simee then.
Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman,—-J have often
“tried te suggest te the Govermment, that while the
taxpayers are expeeted to pay fer the maintenanee to
Government House, greater care should be taken to
aveid ome department oosting the eolony ioe much
‘Boney. ¥ have been looking up the history of the
‘eost of running Government House for the past num-
“ber of years, and I notiee that up to 1948 it was only
eosting the taxpayers $29.000 a year. Since 1948
the cost has been going wp very rapidly, and today
it is in the vicinity of over $40,000; and now this
Resolution will put it in the $50,000 bracket. |
have often tried to comvince mywelf, that this s net
‘2 mafter of patronage as far as the Head of the Ad-
.ministration s comcern.d. THowever, T have tried to
avoid that feeling; but I cannot ecome to any other
ccnclusion, but that it is a question of exclusive pat-
ronage being extended by the Government to the
Head of the Adwministretien. I say that, beeause ever
that period, we have been asked to vote sumg of woney
for the purchase of things which eould not be consid-
ered as things which merit priority, as far as the
financing of iems in the colony is coneerned.
345 p. .
X It secms as if the Ion. Premijer 1’11;; béen trym’g
or a couple of years to increase the Governors
“%@w It .sél:med as if, it, wonld be a difficult thing
¥ do. It seemed as if Government servants in the
Jewer brackets and the taxpayers were not willing to
@vallow such a pill. What was therefore done, was

w4t two thirds of the wages at Government Fiouse

pow paid out of the Treagury instead of omgt of
pocket of the Head of the Administration, as was
before. That was one of the things done in a
ftsgmised manner, to bring about the same effect on

he

- ment with some decorations and who t

the income of the Head of the Administration, as if
you had actually told him that you would incresse
his salary trom $1,200 to $1,400 per month. It was
Just a smaxt way o give hun thut increase; and [
will coutinue tv suggest to the Hon. Premier, that
what he is doing continuously as far as Goverpment
Houge is coneerned s wrong; and jn process of time
he will realise that it is wrong. '

Last year we added an amount of $800 to the
regular cost of running that place. Today the Resoly-
tion betore us is not exactly for $80U, but it is near
there. I would like to know, if the Premier expeets
us to feel that the fuyrniture at Government House is
really made of packing cases covered with cretonpe.
Obviously they are some.ladigs whe try. to experi-
to exercise
their skill and art, and who would have certain small
cbjects of furniture made, and who would add eolour
ta it by covering it witk cretonne etc. That does
not mean that the furpiture at Govermment House
is still dilapidated. The hononrahle member must
realise, that not onty do the members of the Exeeu-

' tive go to Government House, but occasionally eir-
| cumstances compel other people to visit there. And

1 can say that as far as the last time I have been to

| that place is concerned, I found that it is, (if not the
- culy one,) one of the most lavishly furnished houses

in the island. In my geing aroumd to a couple of
1ooms which are permitted to people like us, I have
seen that the furniture is in substantial order; and
r ot as the Premier hag been trying to make us believe,
that they are made out of paeking cases.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I must interrupt the hon-
ourable member. I never said anything of the sort
I said that in Sir Grattan Bushe’s time that was so;
but it is not so now. The honourable member con-
stantly makeg untrue statements; angd 1 will no longer
do as I have dope im the past—allow him to get
away with downright untruths.

Mr. ALLDER: Besides that, Mr. Chairman,
already this year furniture and equipment has heen
bought to the tune of $800; andt} am sure if these
things which the honourable member is mention-
ing now were that badly needed, the provision instead
of being $800, would have been for more,

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I must interrupt again.
The honourable member has the Estimates in his
Lands, and deliberately misquotes, $300Q ig for main-
tenance of furniture amd equipament and the Naote
says ‘‘covers wages and general maintenance. * The
honourble member cannot speak the truth if ke tries.

Mr. ALLDOER: What I weuld tell the honourable
wmember is, that the massive chiirs whioh we seg at
Government House cannet merit qn expenditure of
$800 per year to keep them iw order. 1§ is ounly this
year that the honourable member saw it to reduce
that vete frem $1,200 te $800. Hew in the name of
@God, can the honourable member cause someong tp

| feel that the furnituve at Government Hause wanld

take $800 a month to keep this fmrniture im order?

Hop. G. H. ADAMS: Again I am forced to
interrupt. In the financial year 1933-54, the voie was
also $800. When a persen guotes from memery and
gaes wrong, you can forgive him. But the hanourable
member has the Estimates in hi%vhands, angd he can
read and write up to a peint. When he says $800
this year amd $800 last year, I will leave it to the
House to say what he is, :

Mr. ALIEDER: Every honourahle member knows
that the vote was $1,200 up to a yeaxr or twe ago.
That is what 1 said. 1t was either reduced this yemr
or last year. The honourable member cannot gay that
it was not $1,200 the year before that; and he shanid
also remember the noise which took place here every
time we digenssed this Head of the Fstimates. The
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casiest thing for the honourable member to do when
Y& -¢atinot justify what he is-doing is to accuse-us -of

‘being liars. That is the only defence that he has. 1.

‘will tell him that he needs a greater defence.
" In a colony like this, where the honourable
.member is now walking about the villages and going
to poor people’s houses and seeing pots with nothing
in. them when the cost of living is so high and un-
employment is higher, the honourable member cannot
justify any attempts to allow one post to ecost the
tax payers anything like what Government House
costs. The amount will soon be in the vicinity of
$50,000 if the honourable member goes on like that.
T have read Debates of this homourable Chamber,
Debates which took place when people who were con-
sidered to be reactionaries were over-running this
‘country. The then Governor’s entertainment allow-
‘ance was not increased; because those members felt
that the colony could not afford at the time, to in-
erease the vote so that the then Governor could put
on a lot of cocktail parties. Since I came to this
Chamber, we have taken over this Government (we,
the so-called Labourites) wken the entertainment
allowance for the Governor was £500 per annum.
Mr. CHAIRMAN: Entertainment Allowance is
not in thig Resolution.
- Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I am going to
‘discuss the whole Head of Government House. I am
going to discuss it because I am right.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the honourable member
allow me to speak? I am asking the honourable mem-
ber to keep to the Resolution. No Entertainment
Allowance is in this Resclution.

Mr. ALLDER: It ig within my right to discuss
the whole cost of Government Hcuse. The honourable
member always puts people wrong. I can discuss the
whole Head and the honourable member knows that
too. I am saying, sir, that since I came to this Cham-
ber which was only in 1948, the Entertainmeut
-allowance was £500 per annum.

_ Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am appealing to the hon-
ourable member not to discuss Entertainment Allow-
‘ance in this Resolution. I am asking him to keep to
the Resolution.

3.55 p.m. .

Mr.. ALLDER: Since I have been here, sir,
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph has
thought fit to increase this Entertainment Allow-
ance to £1,000. He has seen fit to increase it to that
amount, without taking into account the other per-
quisites and the additional costs which he has taken
-on and thrown on the backs of the taxpayers. 1 am
sure that at other institutions in this colony, there
are conveniences which are more pressingly needed;
but these conveniences are for tke accommodation of
joor people who through necessity, will have to go
into_those institutions. The honourable member is
trying to make the occupiers of Government Liouse
happier than the government would make themselves.
‘He seems to have his reasons for so doing. T am hopiug
‘Mr. Chairman, that the honourable member will
'soon come to his senses, and set a limit for the cost
‘of running Government House. When these small
Resolutions are brought down and we do not attempt
o draw the Government’s attention to the fact that
we are keeping our eyes on the rising cost of the
running of Government House, within a short time,
1t might reach the vicinity of $70,000. I am sure, gir,
that in otker colonies whose resources are greater than
onrs, their Government Houses are not kept as up-to-
‘date as ours. Tt is time for us to cease to accept the
view, that suffering must only be compatible with
‘tertain sections of the community, and that it must

be something unknown in other small and exclusive
groups. -

According to the remarks of the honourable
junior member for the City, the only department

where you see ‘‘Miscellaneous’’ and  ‘‘Incidentals’”

running race with each other is at Government
House. ‘‘Incidentals’’ is set down. at $600. Good Luck
for us, it was reduced by $100 this financial year
otherwise it would have been $700. *‘ Miscellaneous”’
amounts <f $960. Now, these small heads are
not seen or noticed by members of this Cham'oer. Of
course, the honourable senior member for St. Joseph
would say that it is below the dignity of the com-
mon man to know of what these tiny sums are spent
on, which come under the Items ‘‘Incidentals’’ and
“*MiseeHaneous.”’

I am wondering, sir, why whenever the honour-
sble senior member for St. Joseph wantg to shower
bis blessing on the Head of the Administration, (not
necessarily this one but those before) he always
attaches to the Resolution or whatever the measure
might be, some small things which would apply to
the servants there. On the last occasion he said, it
was thought that the servants at Government House
were paid such outrageous wages, that he found it in-
cumbent on himself to take over such cost and to
give them an increase also. He did it so that the
Fead of the Administration should be relieved of
that hardship; and he put this inerease on the al-
ready overburdened taxpayers who are less able to
carry it than the Head of the Administration. The
honourable member is now talking about providing
lavatories for the servants up there. What did they
use before?

Why don’t the honourable senior member for
St. Joseph reduce the Entertainment Allowance and
put it at £100. The honourable member should realise
hy now, that the people are dissatisfied over the
Fntertainment Allowance. He should realise, when
he has to go around until three o‘clock in the morn-
ing that they are disgusted; and he should kmow
it is these small things which have caused us to be
risgusted. Probably, if it were possible for me to be
able to do any thing more than talk, the honourable
member’s position might be better and more secure;
but because we can only talk, (and according to the
Fonourable junior member for St. Thomas, we can
cnly get up on our hind-legs and talk,) that is the
reason why the honourable senior member for St
Joseph has adopted this attitude.

I am going to warn the present Government now
to change its policy, so that its actions should be :»
line with true socialism ; and would raise the standard
of the bottom man, and cease to continue to pusk up
those who are at top.

4.05 p.m.

I cannot do anything more than register my
protest against the continuous rise in the cost of
running Qovernment House. I will do that even in
the face of disgust of the Hon. Premier. Some day
every chicken must come to its roost.

Mr. Gopparp and Mr. E. D. MorrLEYy came into

the Committee and took their seats.

" Mr. F. . WALCOTT: T do not think that a
Resolution like this should cause much heat; but

sometimes, some of the words which are used by thé

introducers of these Resolutions generate this heat.
T detest this reference to people’s lack of education.
As Socialists we should not be doing that; becayse,

.Socialism is the means of helping those who are not

50 blessed with education. In the parish I represent,
there are thousands of people who are. without
proper education. For the benefit of the honourable
senior member for St. John I will say, that more

p
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people should realise that there are certain institu-
tions which, if you have them, you must preserve
them. Government House is an institution like the
House of Assembly. If we do not need a Governor
-any longer, then we will not need to furnish Gov-
ernmient House. I did not subscribe to what is
popular. If you spend $5,000 on Government House,
you are spending that money on the Pope; but you
are going to spend money under the Liocal Govern-
ment Act on the Lord Mayor and so on. Even in
Soviet Russia the Red Army on the 20th October,
celebrated the aniversary of the Soviet Socialist
Republic. 1 would not begin to let the poor people
in this community believe, that if we make Govern-
ment House an institution which ean be admired,
that that is a waste of money. At the same time, I
do not suggest that we should spend any amount
of money on Government House without an ex-
amination. I do not take the view, that because
you have spent money on Government House before,
you need not spend any money on that institution
again.

This vote has been increased because of the
proposed visit of Her Royal Highness the Princess
Margaret. From every section of this House it is
easy to say, that if you make a speech, you make it
vn personal grounds or with some ulterior motive
behind it. I have said that Her Royal Highness is
coming to Barbados and if you are not accepting her
as your guest you should have voted ‘‘No’’; but if
you are accepting her as your guest I will ask this
question: how many of us spend money on entertain-
ing our friends which money we would not spend on
our families? But social life is a part of our get-
ting together. I say: we have accepted Her Royal
Highness as our guest, and my consideration is that
Government House should be put in order not only
on account of the visit of Her Royal Highness but
for all times, because it is the People’s Government
House.

It is very difficult for the Premier or anybody
else, to make suggestions to the Head of the Admin-
istration not only on an occasion when the Princess
is coming here but on other oceasions; but from what
I have seen for myself at parties which I have at-
tended at Government House, is that there is not
that liberalism in so far as guests and invitees are
concerned. I want to make this point : I do not
regard invitations to 'Government House as being
exclusive, apart from where the Head of the Admin-
istration in his own private capacity invites people
to Government House. I feel that invitations to
Government House should reach down not up, as far
as possible among the various sections of the com-
munity. What has shocked me in some respect, and
what I have seen in this colony (and inasmuch as
Jamaica has been mentioned) there does seem that
invitations to Government House in Barbados are
not as representative of a broader mass of the popula-
tion as is the case in Jamaica. T say this: it is
not a question of any personal invitation, but I
doubt whether any members of this Chamber (and
there are 24 of us) other than those who are mem-
bers of the Government, have in their capacity as
members of this Assembly been invited to dinner at
‘Government House. On one oceasion I saw the
honourable junior member for St. Andrew there. I
have been a member of this House for 9 years, and

I have not seen any member of this House invited |

to dinner at Government House.

~Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am asking the honour-
able member to keep to this Resolution. I have not
seen anything about dinner at Government House
in this Resolution.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I would
like to be kind to you. You should begin to under~
stand that in this issue, we are speaking about a
vote which deals with Government House and what
applies to Government House. We are dealing
with fixing of dinner tables at (Gfovernment House
and so on. I would be the last person to say some-
thing which would put you in difficulty. I say this:
do not let anybody tell you that what I have said,
does not come within the purview of this Resolution.
I will be named, because I think it is about right
to tell you that I can speak on the question of invi-
tations to Government House. .

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am asking the honour-
able member to keep to the Resolution.. e

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am keeping-to the
Resolution.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member
does not have to shout at me. ;

Mr. F. . WALCOTT: These things irritate
me.

Asides from the Committee

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I will ask the honourable
senior member for the City to come and sit in this
Chair if he wants to say who is to speak.

Mr. BYRAN came into the Committee and took
his seat.

Mr, E. D. MOTTLEY: Why refer to me sir?
You are not a bully. I never said anything.

More Asides

Mr. CHAIRMAN:
able member to sit.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I have not said any-
thing. What is the idea? I am sitting peacefully
here not even paying you any attention. All I was
doing is trying to avoid a row. Why not speak to
the honourable junior member for St. Peter? The
whole thing is that you people who sit in those
Chairs are too partial. Why don’t you speak to the
members of your Party? Cut that stuff out. I am
not afraid of any one of you in here; politically or
atherwise. You looked aeross at me. I never
wanted that Chair, man! Who do you think you
are talking to? People try to be kind to you. Do
not think you are bullying people. I never even
suggested anything.

I am asking the henour-

MR. SPEAKER IN THE CHAIR

Mr. CaAlRMAN left the Chair, and Mr. SprAk-
ER resumed the Chair.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chairman has reported
to me that in the course of discussion, he requested
the honourable senior member for the City to cease
speaking and to sit, and the honourable member re-
fused to do so.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker—It is
well sir, that your office is so near, and you I believe
could hear what happened. Tt is fortunate that
Your Honour could sit in your office and hear what
started off this argument. Your Hoanour would
appreciate, even if you heard (as I apparently lost
my temper to some extent in replying to the Chair-
man) that he is the last person I would like to offend.
But he apparently lost his balance,

I was sitting here calmly and I just looked
across and nodded at him. (Mr. SMITH: That is
not the least bit true.) Man you cannot frighten
r.e! He thinkg that he ig a bully.

4.15 p.m.
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Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member wili
address the Chair. Do not reply to asiaes,

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: 1 am merely saying,
that 1 looked across in a friendly way to tue Uhair-
man and said, ‘‘liet the man speak.”’ I saw what
was happening; and I said what I said in a friendly
way. lustead of speaking to the honourable jumior
member for St, Peter, the Chairman said to me: if
I wanted to have the Chair, I can come and have it.
1 think that was very unkind of the Chairman when
he knew that at any time, I would not throw oil on
troubled waters especially between him and anothber
honourable member. I considered it to be going out of
his way to offend me. That is what aggravated the
situation. When the Chairman told me to sit down,
1 felt that I was entitled to let him know how I felt
about it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has
explained that he intended no disrespect to the
Chair. 1 would say that when asides are so loud as
to give offence to the Chair, these asides may cause
these situations to occur. I will also say that the
Lonourable member should obey the Chair every
time that it makes a ruling. 1 do not think there is
anything which desires more comment. As long as
honourable members on both sides of the House con-
tinue to make these asides, these things will happen.
Mr. Chairman —

Mr. SMITH: Before I resume the Chair, I am
appealing to Your Honour for your protection.
Hon. members fee] that because they are their own
rsen, they can do as they like when spoken to. The
honourable senior member for the City referred to
me saying, ‘‘Smith, let the man speak!”’

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The honourable mem-
ber should not stand up in this House and make such
a mis-statement and such a calemlated misinterpre-
tation of what I said. I never made any such state-
ment to the Chair. I made an aside. Looking
across the table I said, ‘‘Man, let the man speak.”’
That was an aside. If the honourable member is
being prompted T can draw swords with him
and with any other honourable member. Would
I with my experience have got up and said, ‘‘Smith,
let the man speak?’’ Would not Your Honour credit
me with more sense that that? The honourable
member is getting up and trying to infer that I
stood on my feet and said, ‘‘Smith, let the man
speak.””’

Mr. CHAIRMAN: T never said the honourable
member stood on his feet.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: If you are a Chairman,
you should know that I said notbing umless T stood
on my feet.

Mr. SMITH: The honourable member said it
loud enough for the Clerks to hear, for the Reporters
to hear and perhaps even for the gallery to hear. He
may not have said it disrespectfully, but he said it.

Your Honour will have to protect me in a case of |

this sort, and ask the honourable member to apolo-
gise, (Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: For whatt) If

Your Honour does not, I will refuse to go back in |

the Chair. We have to maintain decency, respect
and decorum in this House. ' If honourable members
want to fight, there are none here that I am afraid
to fight with fist to fist. ,

Mr. F. I. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker,—I wa¢
the member who was speaking on the Resolution.
What is unfortunate is, that in this world there is
too much aiding and abetting. Before some would
be willing to tell others to ¢ool down, they would be

willing to force them to the point of danger and’

then do like Pilate. The hon. Chairman was in the
Chair, and I was making a point supporting the
Resolution. I said there should be a system of
more liberalization as far as entertainments are con-
cerned. I said, I was in the House for nine years
and I doubted whether the members of this Chamber
have ever been invited to Government House for
dinner. In spite of all that is said in the context of
this Resolution, and all that was said by the Intro-
ducer of this Resolution, I was told that I could
not deal with the point I was making under this

Resolution. How could the Chairman rule me out
of order?
Mr. SPEAKER: The Chairman did not re-

port that to me.

Mr. P. I. WALCOTT: He was ruling me out
of order.
4.25 p.m.

How can we ever debate anything properly in
the House of Assembly under these circumstances?
It is unfortunate that the hon. Chairman has a habit
of saying that something is not in the Resolution,
therefore you eannot speal on that. The hon. Chair-
man is forgetting that a Resolution would have to
be a Bible, if it contained everything.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS': The hcnourable member
cannot question a ruling of the Chair, except on a
subsequent motion of censuore,

Mr. SPEAKER: Has the honourable junior
member for St. Peter finished speaking?

Mr. ¥. L. WALCOTT: For Your Honour’s
information, I was ouly drawing attention to the
impasse which took place. if honourable members
of this Government would enly try to aid people,
instead of thinking they can do like Pilate, it would
be better for members in this Chamber,

Mr. SPEAKER: As far as I am concerned,
this thing came to my ears because the Chairman
took objection to an aside which he clearly heara
and which was used in reference to him. I may tell
the hon. Chairman that I have been in the same
rosition before, when an aside that was intended to
be disrespectful to the Chair reached my ear. What
did T do then? I threatened the honourable member
to name him. I did net want the honourable mem-
ber to think that T would wax so warm when he was
not on his feet. As long as the honourable senior
member for the City was not on his feet he was not
properly addressing the Chair; therefore, the hon.
Chairman need not have mwade so much fuss over
the matter. I may say that if honourable members
on both sides continue to make these loud asides,
the temper of this Ilouse wil! always rise. Such
offences come from both sides; T excuse nobody. I
would counsel the honcurahle senior member for
the City to hold his temper. T hope the hon. Chair-
man would continue with the meeting,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: My, Bpealer,

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the end of the matter.

Mr. E. D. MOTTIL.RY: Mr. Speaker,—

Mr. SPEAKER: The wmatter iz closed. (A4
pouse) Mr. Chairman? (Another pause). 1f the
kon. Chairman does not take the Chair I will have
to adjourn the House immediately. (dnother
Pause) Mr. Chairman? (Another Pause) There
being disorder this House stands adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT

The House stood adjourned until the foHowin
Tuesday at 83 p.m. o’clock. .






