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House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) 
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- 

SESSION 1954-45 
.it- .' 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday 23rd November, 1954. 
Putsuant to adjournment the H o w  met at 3 

a'cltxk p.m. today. 

PRESENT : 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS, (Speaker) , 
H O ~ .  Dr. H. G. CUMMINS, M.D., C.M., (Minister of 
Social &eruices), Hon. M. E. COX, (Yi&ter of Corn- 
w d t i o n s ,  Works a d   HOWL^^), Mr. L. E. SMITH, 

f j.p., (~wmmm of cobmittees), Hon. R. G. M m ,  
( ~ i d t e ~ .  of Idus t ry  a d  L d o ~ r ) ,  Mr. F. C. 

. '0. ~ D D A R D ,  ( L d e r  of the OppoGtim), Mr. F. E. 
m, Mr. J. A. HAYNES, B.A., Hon. C. E. TALMA; 
( M i k t e r  of AgPicdture Lands amcl Fisheries), and 
Mrs. E .  E. BOURME. 

Prayers were read. 
Mr. LEWIS entered the Hduse and took his seat, 

MINUTES 

The Minutes of Meeting whi'h was On 

the 10th November, 1954 were take11 as read and con- 
firmed. 

M)CUMENTS 

Mr. S P x A K ~ R :  I have the honour to inform AT 
the H~~~~ that I have the Report of the 
Highwsy Commisioners the Parish of St. George 
for ~e half year ended 30th September, 1954 dSo i 
the of the ~ i ~ h ~ ~ ~  ~olnmissioners for the 
parish of p,t. jaw for the half yeay ended 30th 4 sptember, 1954; alw the *inanCial B~~~~~ of the 
~ C O U P L t a n t  aenerd for the month of oCtohr, 1954 

I have received a letter from M ~ .  G. B. ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ,  
C.B.E., the former the House presenting 
a photograph of himself to the House, if they would 
erne to accept it. 

Mr. VAUGHAN entered the House and took his 
seat. 

MR. EVELYN'S PICTURE ACCEPTED 

Hon. DT. H.&. C-NS : Mr. Speaker, I beg 
c*- to move that  tke ph0togf8~h of Mr. Bvelp, the 

former Speaker of this HOW be accepted, and that; 
pou take care of its being hung in the gallery of the 
House. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The motion was put  and agreed to. 

PAPER#$ LAID 
I 

Hon. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I am 
commanded by H& Excellency the Governor to lay 
Message No. 30/1954 regarding the establishment of 
a Statistical service for the Island. 

The Message reads as follows:- 

MESSAGE 

MEf3SAGE NO. 30/11954 

Hiib ExceUeyzw the Gwerrwr 
To 

The Hmozcrahle the H w e  of Asslmbly 

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to  
refer to the section headed "Department of Statis- 
tics" on Page 26 of the Five Year Plan of Develop- 
ment and Taxation and to inform the Honourable 
the House of Assembly that consultations have taken 
plac~e with the Chief Statistician a t  the Colonial Ofice 
and Mr. Dudley Seer6 of the united Nations Sec- 
retariat in connection with the e&tabl&ment of a 
Statistical Service for the Island. As a result, the 
Governmerut has asked the Secretary of State to make 
~pplication to the United Nations T e c h ~ c a l  Assist- 
ance Administratioa for the wwvictw4 of a suitable 
expert to advise the Government, establish th Ser- 
'ice and train 1wa.l permme1 t o  carry it on. This 
c ~ ~ l i c a t i o n  h= been made subjeot to the provision 
by the Legislatme of the funds to ewer travel, laal  
expenditure, ~commodat ion  and junior assistance. 
etc., which are expected to be the obligations of this 
Government under such an arrengement. It is pro- 
posed to submit a Resolution for  the required amount 
as "On as a reply has been received frm the leere- 

State and it is to arrive at au 
, ~st imate  of costs. 

R. D. ET. ARUNDEI*L, 
Governor. 

Government Horn, 
Barbados. 

23rd November, 1954. 
(M.P. 7479/33). 

Hon. Dr. H. C. CTTMMINS:(On behalf of thc 
Premier) :- 

Statement showing Gross Customs and Excise 
Receipts for five months ended 31st August, 1954, 
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Skatement showing Gross Customs and Excisc 
Receipts for seven months ended 31st October, 1954. 

I-ION. M. E .  COX: Statement of Post Office 
Advances for payment of Money Orders to 31st 
August, 1954. 

Hon. C. E .  TALMA.: The British Caribbean 
Meteorological Service Second Annual Report, 1953. 

Mr. BARROW entered the House and took his seat. 

PETITIONS 

Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to present 
the following petitions: Petition froin the Vestry 
of Christ Church praying the House to pass a Blii 
to authorise them to pay a pension to J .  A. T. Cole- 
man, inspector of Highways. 

Petition from the Vestry of Clrhrist Church pray- 
ing the House to pass a Bill to  authorise them to pay 
a pension to Roland Eversly, formerly Assessor of 
Christ Church. 

The Petitions in eacqh case are respectfully word- 
ed, and I ask that. they be taken as read. 

The Petitions were taken as read. 

NOTICES 

Government Notices were given as follows:- 
Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMNINS: (On behalf of the 

Premier) :- 
Resolqtion to sanction the Regulations entitled 

"The Petroleum (Amendment) Regulations, 1954". 
Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS : (On behalf of the 

Premier) :- 
Resolution to place the sum of $30,000 a t  the 

disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Coiiimittee to 
supplement the Estimates 1954--55, Par t  I, Current, 
as shown in the Supplementary Estimate 1954-55, 
No. 27 which forms the Schedule to the Kesolution. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Resolution to place the sum 
of $20,000 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu- 
tive Committee to supplement the Estimates 1954-55. 
Part 11, Capital, as shown in Supplementary Estimate 
1954--55, No. 28, which forms the Schednle to th 
Resolution. 

Hon. Dr. II. G. CUMMINS: Rill to amend the 
Narried Woman's (Separstion and Maintenance) 
Act, 1950. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Bill to amend the Harbour 
and Shipping Master Act, 1909. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CIUMMINS: Notice of my in- 
tention to move the House into Committee of Supply 
at its next meeting in order to consider the rnonejv 
%solutions of which notice has just been given. 

PRIVATE MEMBER'S NO'EICE 

Mr. GODDARD: Bill intituled an  Act t o  
authorise the Christ C h r c h  Vestry to pay a pension 
to J. A. T. Ooleman. 

Mr. G0DDAR.D: Bill intituled an Act to 
authorise the Christ Church Vestry to pay a pension 
to Rdand Eversly. 

VACANT POST OF MESSENGER AND 
LIBRARY ATTENDANT 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I am wondering if 
I m in  order in enquiring under the Hrad "Com- 
mittees' Prepared to R,eport7', about the Report of 
the Committee which was appointed to make recom 
mendations in connection with the post of Messenger 
and Library Attendant. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I should like to inform the 
honourable member that sub-committees have beeu 
appointed as a screening Committee to screen the 

applicants, and the last of these Conlmittees only met 
yesterday. .- 
3.25 p.m. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS sec- 
onded by Hon. M. E. Cox the Bill to amen4 the Mar- 
ried Women's (Separation and Maintenance) Act, 
1950, was read a first time. 

On the motion of Hon. R. G. MAPP sec~oacled by 
Hon. C. E .  TALMA the Bill to amencl tile 11arrbour 
and Shipping W t e r  Act, 1909, was read a first 
time. 

011 separate motions of Mr. F. C. GODDARD spe- 
oncied by Hon. C. E. TALMA, the Bill to amend the 
Christ Church Vestry (Eversley Pension) Aet, 1954 
and the Bill to amend the Christ Church Vestry 
(Colen~an Pension) Act, 1954, were read a first time. 

BILL 1"0 PROVIDE FOR ADOPTION 
OF CHILDREN 

Nr. SPEAKER: The first Order stands in the 
nilmcl of the Hon. Minister of Social Services: to 
move the second reading of a Bill to make provlslon 
for the adoption of children. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMAIINS. Mr. Speaker,- 
The fir& Order of the Day is the second reading of a 
Bill to make provision for  the adoption of children. 
A s  honourable members will know, people now-a-days 
adopt children of their relatives or their friends, or 
adopt their God-Children etc. I t  very often brings 
dissatisfaction because sometimes, when those chii- 
dren have reached adolescent age, if not maturity, 
they are sometimes called back by their parents, and 
all that their adopted parents have done is in vaiil. 
This Bill seeks to make provision for the first time, 
for legislation to sanction the adoption of childrzn. 

I t  will be remembered that Mr. L. E .  R .  Gill 
\\-hen he was a member of this House representing S t .  
Andr_eur, prodhxced a Bill of this sort; but before the 
I3ouse had time to deal with it the session came to 
an end. The Government sees such a need for this 
Bill, and has followed on where Mr. Gill left ofE. 

This Bill is largely based on legislation exibting 
111 Great Britain, Trinidad and St. Lucia; and whom 
the Bill becomes law, the relationship between aciopt- 
ed parents and adopted children will truly be that of 
parents and children. The Bill seeks to ensure that 
parents of the child will be made aware of the con- 
sequences developing from adoption, and the con- 
sent of all persons concerned will have to bz ob- 
tained. There is provision for a trial period of s i s  
months before an adopted parent, or rather a pros- 
pective adopted parent can seek legislative authkvrity 
to adopt the child. 

Cl~uses 3 to 6 seek to make provision that the 
Social Welfare Officer shall be the person responsible 
for making all necessary enquiries relating to, and 
arrangements for the adoption of an infant. The re- 
sults of these investigations and enquiries shall be 
made available to the Court having jurisdiction to  
n~ake adoption orders. 

Clauses 7 to 10 provide that before the maki~zg 
of an adoption order is considered by a Court there 
shall be a trial period of six months during which 
an infant is placed by the Social Welfare OBcer 
m the care and possession of the would-be adoptcr 
During thic, time the infant shall be under th* sn- 
pervision of such personc: whom the Social WcLfare 
Officer may appoint for the purpose. 

Clauses 13 and 14 set out the grounds on which 
the Court is authorised to make an adoption Order, 
and in Clauses 15 and 16 are set out the provie' U ~ O L ~ S  
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l relating to the consent whch is required for adoption , from one of the Ministers who are now holding 
from those persong. having an interest in the adoption offices, they are several Bills which private members 
of the infant. I cannot introduce in this Chamber. We need not go 

Clause 17 seeks to ellsure that the parerif or jnto the list of those specific Bills; but we know 
guardian of a child will be made aware of the con- for instance, that a Bill which w o ~ l d  in a way alter 
sequences that result from adoption, and that t l ~ e  the prerogative of the Grown or a Bill involviw 

adoption of a child shall be obtained. 

I 
consent of all persons having a vital interest the, the expenditure of monies out of Public Treasury of 

the island, cannot normally be introduced as a Pri- 
clause 20 provides for dispending with the trial vate Members' Bill. A B111 of the first  cl^, (one 

period of six mon&s in cases where & fact0 adoptions which would alter the position or the prerogative of 
existed for at least six months prior to the corn- Her Majesty-in-Council) is a Bill like the Crown Pro- 
mencement of the Act. ceedings Act. Such a Bill would give the subjects 

I was 10 know that the numLey of of the Island the right to sue the Crown i n  tort or 
cases of adoption that &:ted in Barbdoh ancl tht Contract in the courts of this Island. That is a 
number of people that r e r e  interested i n  pac;sing highly desirable Bill; be~ause now that statutory 
of this Bill. Many of them came to me and discussed Powers are being established and there is normally 
the Bill. a devolution and delegatim of the powers of this 

, - ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  22 to 26 contain the main princlplc of Chamber and Ministerial powers of statutory Boards 
tb .legislation set out hbr olh the rights, lia. and authorities, i t  seems to me that citizens should 
bilities etc. of the parents of the child, the adopttrj have some redress in the courts of this island against 

and the child generally in one to the any tor t~ lo~ls  actions which may be committed by any 
and especially in the light of certain le&sla- of the empioyees 01 the Crown, either wainst the 

tlon, e.g. Friendly Societies Act, Bastardy Order*. person Or the perm's property. *- 
intestacies, wills and settlements. Speaker, a man may be run  over by one of the motor 

clauws 27 to 29 provide for the keeping of an lorries of the Highways and Transport today7 and 
adopted children and for the making of he has no redress apart  from his right 
appropriate entries therein. I to bring an action against the particular driver of 

Clause 30 incorporates the provisions of the 
United Kingdom legislation which enables children 
for whom arrangments for adoption have been maaP 
to be transferred under proper safeguards to "lt- 

ish subjects registered abroad in cases where such a 
trails8e.r would ;be for the welfare of the child. 

Clause 31 sets out the purpose for which 
tions may be made under the Act, and clall~es 32 to 
35 contain the penalty clauses for certain illfringe- 
ments of the Act. 

Clause 36 ~rohib i t s ,  except with the sanchon 
of the Court, the taking of any payment or other 
r a w a d  in respect of the adoption of an infant. 
Clause 37 places a restriction upon certain adter- 
tisements relating to the adoption of an infan! 

As I have said, Mr. Speaker, this Bill is S* 
to legislation existing in the United Kingdom, Trini- 
dad and one of the smaller Islands. I beg to move 
that this Bill be now read a second time. 
3.35 p.m. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the Hon. Min- 

ister of (Social Services in his opeiiing rema~lrs stated 
that this Bill was introduced by one of the late mem- 
bcrs for the parish of St. Andrew, Mr. L. E. R. 
Gill, and I can inform the House that the date of 
that Bill was lOth July, 195'1. ?Just before the 
g o w e  was prorogued an the last occasion, I gave 
notice of a similar Bill; because, I considered that 
a considerable period had elapsed, (more than three 
years) and Government had taken no step towards 
implementing a Bill similar to the one Mr. Gill 
placed before the House. The only re- why I Fd 
not proceed to mwe the passage of that  Bin of whl'ph 
I gave notice, was because the learned Attorney Gen- 
e ~ a l  of this island consulted me and said that there 
were one or two points in the Bill on which he would 
like to check up, and he would in  the fulllless of 
time allow me to proceed with the Bill, provided 
that some compromise was arrived at. Thgt was a 
request to which I was willing to accede. There is 
a line of demarkation between controversial and 
noncontrovemial legislation. I do not consider that, 
the Bill before the House is of a controversial nature. 
I n  the same way one can identify a certain sphere 
for private members Bills and another sphere for 
Government Bills which would mormally emanate 

the motor lorry, who like most men in this island, 
is mually a mm who is not an adequate 
ilIColne and a mall who has no means of 
his own. Therefore, in these days when Government, 
carry on the activities which hitherto were peculiarly 
a sphere private enterprise, it seems to me that 
the Crown Proceeding Act should be passed. The 
Crown Proceeding Act has been lying down in the 
Attorney General's office for a considerable length 
of time. I believe it was at the invitation of 
Majesty the Queen that this particular department 
was inspired to even draft such a Bill. It has not 
been introduced. This very important measure ax 
far as citizens of this colony are concerned, has 
not yet been introduced. I therefore find i t  difficult 
to understand, how important_ legislation of that  
nature whirh cannot with any propriety be intro- 
duced by private nzembers of this IIonse, why the 
Governineat should be so anxious to usurp the privi- 
leges of private members to introdnce non-controver- 
sial legislation, and to leave undone those things 
which they ought to have done. 

Another example is the Contributory Negligence 
Act which was the subject of one of the first speeches 
I made isl this Chamber. I suggrsted to the Govern- 
ment in my maiden speech, that the Contributory 
Negligence Act shoultl be on the Statute Book of 
this Colon>-. I waited fo~.  a considerable time for  
Government to bring it down, and after that was 
not being done I took i t  upon myself to draft i t :  
and as soon as I did that, without any prior con- 
sultation with the private member who introduced 
the Bill, the Government then decided that the Con- 
tributory Negligence Act, which was substantially 
the same as the one which I introduced to the Cham- 
ber, should be put on the Statute Book, and the 
Government brought i t  down. It seems to me, that 
that was a deliberate aet t o  usurp the prmogative 
and privileges of private members and to neglect. 
those functions which the Government should pro- 
perly exercise. 

Mr Speaker, if you look a t  the lietters Patent 
which ic f ons  et  origo of the constitution of 
this Islancl, you ail1 see that the Government also 
i~ttroduced a private Bill as a public Bill not very 
long ago in  this Chamber. I am referring to the 
Bill relating to the installation of tanks for the 
shipment of vacuum pm molasses from Needhams 



Point. I submit, Mr. Speaker, that there is a 
studied attempt oil the part of the Government to 
make sure that private members do not introduce any 
useful legislation in this Chambe~, or that they do 
not get any credit for spending six months or more 
burning m~dnight oil, sitting up  to accommodate the 
Attorney General. 

As was suggested, any amend- 
meat which the Social Welfare Department wanted 
to insert in the Bill; and furthermore, I would be 
quite willing to proceed with the Bill in  the form 
which was approved by that department. However 
the next thing we know was, that the Government, 
bad introduced this Bill for the adoption of children. 
It had done so after we were waiting three years 
and we were given 110 indication that Government 
was on the point of even considering the matter. 
3.45 p.m. 

I think great tribute inust be paid to Mr. Gill, 
who was the first person to introdwe an Adoptioll 
Rill in this Chamber in July 1951. 1 would like to 
inform honourable members of the Government who 
are not acquainted with drafting, that i t  is an ex- 
rtremely technical job and it takes a considerable 
amount of time to do it, and if private members 
give up their time to the drafting of Bills which are 
in the interest of the community, bills which are non- 
controversial, I feel that they s h d d  be given bhe 
tredit in  introducing these Bills as long as a corn- 
promise has been reached between the private mem- 
ber and the Government department concerned. 1 
hope i t  is a practice w'hich will not be pursued in 
the future, and that the Attorney General of this 
Island will devote his attention to the presentation of 
Rills like the Crown Proceedingr~ Act and 0 t h -  Biillk 
which private members like to set. but who 
cannot interfere with them, and leave matters of this 
nature to the private members of this EI~use as long 
as they give some indication that they are willing to 
assist the Government in  this  work by preparing these 
Bills. I would like to say that I agree entirely with 
the amendment which the Attorney General has put  in 
the Bill. It is an amendment which d i s t i n d ~ h e s  
this Bill from the 1950 Act in the United Kingdom; 
hut there are m e  or two omissions in this Bill which 
I feel should be drawn to the attention of the Hon. 
Minister for Social Services. 

There is the question af the reciprocal arrange- 
merits when a child is being adopted from overseas 
and  vice rena, reciprocal arrangements .to enable a 
British Subject who is out of the island say, in the 
United States of America, who might be willing to 
adopt a child from this colony so that the status of 
%he child will be established not only under the law 
the country to which the child is sent, but also in 
the  eyes of Barbados law. The various proprietary 
rights might accrue to that child with the passing 
of time. That is a very important ~rovision, which 
after a very diligent search, I have not seen in  this 
Bill. There are adopted children in this island who 
were born in the United Kingdom, and there are 
many more children waiting to be adopted in the 
United Kingdom who might find good homes i n  this 
island of Barbados. Similarly, there are a lot of 
childless couples in the TJuited States of America 
who have relatives in this colony and who ~vould bn 
only too willing to  provide a home. care and atten- 
tion which those children so sadly need. I therefore 
ask the Hon. Minister of Socid Services to conside1 
the point as to reciproca'l arrangements; not neces- 
sarily with f o r e i , ~  countries, but with any coun tv  
that is willing to enter into these arrangements with 
us. It may be true that adoption might take place 
in the United States of America, but the position 
of the child in respect of Barbados law would not 

be clarified until such a provision is emboaed in  
the present Bill. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS and Mr. B R A N C K ~  entered 
the H~~~~ and took their seats. 

Mr. VAUGIL4N: like other eitieens 
of this war hardly aware we had any 
children legislation in ths ~s land;  because on the 
surface so many children are apparently neglected, 
that i t  would certainly, becume a revelation to us 
that, there is mch a thing in this colony the 
children  ill. ~t least i t  is a revelation me. 
There is need in th& island for comprehensive chil- 
dren's legislation. About Bridgetown we can see on 
days, hordes of little childrell wader ing  hopelessly 
about, and left up  to themselves if they belong 
to nobody. Neither their parents nor the State seeer 
to care anything about them. However, adults owe 
a great responsibility to children; and in the larger 
parts of the world child legislation is a most impor- 
Qant item; and many departments of the Home Office 
have the direct responsibility for tSle guardianship, (if 
I may so put it,) both of the children and the care 
of the adults and the care of those of adopted parents, 
We have an idea i n  this country, that a child so tc 
speak belongs to the parent body and soul. That is 
not t m ;  the child also belongs to the community. 
Therefore no Government today should be indifferen: 
t o  the treatment which parents mete out to their 
children. Broadly speaking, the Barbadian parent is 
2, lovable parent ; but, Mr. Speaker, there are degnees 
of love. Some are so loving until they ruin t.he 
children; others are entirely indifferent to the 
bringing up of the children; others still are 
erne1 in tha bringing up of children. While 
spending time some months ago in a countky 
district, I knew a little girl about 12 years old, 
and one night of the week I was in, Speights- 
town and to my surprise this little girl was standing 
on the bridge about 9.30 o'clock or  so. I enquired 
about this and i t  was perfectly true what she told 
me, namely, that she was running from her home 
because her father would beat her. She said that 
he would tie her to a tree and be seriouSly c m 1  
to her, so she wm running from her home all by 
herself late that night. That is the position where a 
child is exposed to something worse being done to it. 
I n  these districts the child should be the r q o n s i -  
bility of the community. It is important that a 
parent should correct a child; I do not believe in the 
modern method of correcting a child. You have to 
give a child love and correction. I f  you give i t  all 
love and no correction you will ruin i t ;  and if you 
give it all correction and no love, you will ruin i t  
just the same. 
3.55 p.nl. 

There should be some public authority in these 
rvho would be responsldle for bringing pea- 

ple to justice resplonsible for such ,aims of cruelty ; 
and if the cruelty persists, the guilty persons should 
,lot he allowed the further guardianship of the child. 

There is in  this island, an important section of 
people; hlOw important they are, few of us stop to 
reflect upon. They are doing an  invaluable' social 
 emi ice in this community. I am speaking of those 
people who adopt, poor children, children of poor 
families, and bring them' up with as  great care and 
love as if they were their own. There are hundred!: 
of families who have adopted children in  this island; 
and but for those families, &d knows what would 
become of the neglerted children who are so prevalent 
in the commnnity, - unwanted children w h ~  are 
forced to 'be unwanted by the circumstmces of their 
parents. Those who have adopted such children and 
have brought them np with care, love and generosity 
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are performing, as l have a i d ,  an invaluable social Services and he told me that such a Bill was not only 
service. l being discussed, but it W@ being drafted and was 

ln my opinion, however, the Goverlment of Bar- in the hands of the Attorney General. That is why 
kados has done not.hing yet to touch this pl?oblem l said this is rather CO-incidental. 
af stray children and neglected children, who wlll Now sir, a friend of mine some two or three years 
become a charge on the community if they are 113t 
to grow up as undesirable citizens. The Gove~llment 
of Barbados must begin to take a greater notice than 
~t has taken hitherh, of the neglected children m this 
community; we owe i t  to them. 

T h r e  are parents who have no right with their 
children. The Social Welfare Officer who will be re- 
epomible for this part of Social Welfare (Adoption 
of Children) must be a most particular person. There 
are some Social Welfare Officers who will transfer a 
dirty but happy child to an institution, to make 
it a clean but miserable child. I do not agree with 
that. You cannot exchange happiness for cleanliness. 
The idea of transferring a dirty but happy clhild to 
an institution tao make i t  a clean and miserable child 
must be cut lout. 

Discipline of the child is important if the child 

ago asked me to make arrangements if possible, Sor 
the adoption of a child in Trinidad. Actually I spent 
four or five days visiting all the institutions in that 
colony, and I was advised to have a chat with the 
famous Miss Audrey Jeffers on the matter; and she 
did telephone one of the homes which accommodated 
5,001 to 6010 children. It is a pitiful thing to reflec8 
on, but l believe that this Bill will have a civilizing 
i~fluence 011 this community. 

I remember, Sir, the remarks of my colleague 
as regards the question of the taking and sending of 
children. To return to my experiences in Trinidad, 
i~ was a t  the last moment that we discovered that 
there was an Ordinance that made it impossible for 
us to adopt the child and take it out of Trinidad. I 
can quite understand what was in the minds of the 
legislators when they made that Ordinance. Adopting 

is to grolw up to be a valuable citizen ; but love is a child and taking i t  away frornTts native country 
also important. You must avoid institutionalising I 

I children as far as it is humanly possible. On the 
other hand, we have to choose the people selected t u  
be adopted parents with the most careful eye that 
human judgment can give. Government should bring 
down some comprehensive legislation where the wel- 
fare of children in this island is concerned. I say 
that  because to-day, modern parents do not seem to 
have as much time to bring up their children as the 
parents of a former generation. Take the school girls 
of 'Xecco.ndary Schools: perhaps transportation may 
be something to do with it, 'but you very often see 
these school girls dismissed from school at three 
cr'clock and a t  six o'cloclr they are catching a bus 
to  get home. That shot~ld not be. They should either 
be at school or a t  home, not roaming the streets. 
Whatever is the cause of that, i t  should be aorrected. 
I have seen much slackness along our streets, and 
by girls who instead of going home, remain to play 
.c;n the Sch~od grounds. 

I am. glad that the G~~~~~~~~ has intro- 
duced a  ill to provide for the of children; 
hut there is still a lot which remains to be done. This 
is barely a scratch a t  the problem, where our Gov- 
e m e n t  is It is all very well to have a 
medical examination of school children, but that is 

One part of the life- That is no means 
enough. The be for the 
entire training and the brain of the child, nor can 
*he parent be entirely responsible for it. The school, 
the parent, and t4he Government are responsible for 
the growing and the 
escape its responsibility. 

I am asking the Government introduce 
gtrehensive legislation taken from larger countries 
like England and America as regards child welfare, 
and to see what they can do to WPY that legis- 
lation ta suit this colony. 

Mr. E. D. M m  entered the 130use and took 
his seat. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker.- This matter has 
been of very @eat concern to me for a VeV 101% 
time. I happened to be in this Chamber when Mr. 
(fill gave notice of a Bill of this sort, and I have had 
some experience with this question of adoption. From 
the  remarks of my colleague I have been left somewhat 
confused, because his remarks are rather ao-incidental 
or strange. I have been always hoping that this type 
cf legislation wo111d reach the Statute Book; and 
when my colleague gave notice .of a similar Rill. T 
had a discussion with the Hon. Minister of Social 

might be equal to robbing it out of its citizenship; 
or might be a form of banishment as regards which, 
the child, would not have a single word. As regards 
that institution in Trinidad, I must confess that the 
administration was a t  pains t o  make the children 
happy and comfortable. But i t  can be a very annoy- 
ing circumstance in i;he life of a clhild, to find it- 
self in: a plosition of this sort. 
4.05 p.m. 

As I recollect, the three or four hours which I 
spent in that institution made me to think that what 
I %W, was more than a civilised heart is expected 
to bear. I am convinced that this massive document 
would certainly provide f o ~  allowing all the children 
who would be taken care of by way of adoption, and 
who would ordinarily be left to founder by the Way, 
if there Were not any legislation- 

With these remarks I am very anxious to get 
something further from the Hon. Minister of Social 
Services, because as a socialist, he would be moved 
ill a circuwtance such as this. I would like him to 
give me some further id.fomation on the point $0 

I made reference- 
Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Speaker, i t  is not gener- 

""Y how many persons are waiting On the 
passing of this Bill. From time imnemorial people 
in  Barbados have been adopting children without 
any legality; and aun&, 
some urhot have children, others who have none. I may 
admit, that some may been doing it for 
purpose of security. Some have been doing so in the 
hope that when they come to a state of life where 
they do anything for theqgelves, by their 
befriending such a child, this child would be their 
source of support. That is one of the main reasons, 

I think it is a very good one too, with 
passiw of the ~ i l 1 ,  it would be p o ~ b l e  for those 
r h o  want to legalise their actions ; but 1 am sure 
there will be many who mould be willing to continue 
in the present way without taking out legal papers. 
This is an old Ehrbadian trait and a ve'ry good one 
too. I think Barbadians stand out far above others 
in their love for children. It is so whether they are 
nurses or just friends in a This sort of 
friendliness has been remarked an by strangers who, 
have come and observed conditi~m. 

As T have said, this Bill is being waited on by 
nlany people, and many more than we imagine, for 
the reason that they wish to make adoption of 
children something permanent. They want when 
they adopt a ehild to think of it as their own, and 
should anything happen in after years, the parents 
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of that child will not be able to return and take away 
that child from them, and i n  some cases, when through 
their love for that child, they are more suited to be 
the guardian and parent of thak child than the real 
parent. 

As I have said, this Bill took a long time come 
down and to be placed on the Statute Book of this 
island; but apparently, people in  Barbados feel that 
it is unnecessary. because they have been making 
provision for the adoption of children in a way. Howr- 
ever, we are in a modern world, and we must keep 
pace with what is being done in other countr ia;  
therefore, an Act on the Statute Rook for the adop- 
tion of children is necessary. For that reason, I feel 
that it is time that this Act should be on the Statute 
Boolr, and I therefore hope this Bill will be give11 
the blessing of this House. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I am going 
t.1 support the Bill, but I am going to say a few things 
on it. I want the Government to know that I keep 
i r~y  ears to  the ground and understand a few things 
too. First of all, let me say that I am not going to 
make the sweeping condemnation which the hon. 
junior member for St. John made because, I believe 
that in the vast majdrity of cases the love of the 
foster mother for her adopted child can be the 
same-- 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Speaker, I rise 011 a point 
of explanation. The hon. senior member for the City 
re fe~red  to my making sweeping condemnations of 
the foster parent. Your Honour will recall that I 
said no such thing. As a matter of fact, I said that 
the Barbadian parent is a most lovable parent. 

Mr. E. D. M O T ~ L ~ ~ :  The hen. member would 
Lot wait for m to fillish my statement. I said that I 
an, not going to make sweeping condemation 
(if it can be because I 
that the love of the foster mother for her child can 
b. the same as the love of either of all the hon. 
'lembers On my right Or On my left' I further 
say that 1 suppose, that there are thosd of us who 
from experience would say, that in the best regulated 
families there are wayward children ; but because 
there will be very TvapMrard childrell, there should 5e 
no attempt at condemllation. I partly a g e r  q.ith the 
hen. member when he said tllat there is necessity for 
legislation of a greater magnitude for the adoption 
of children than that which is contained in  this Bill 
O1lly tried get in touch with the 
Officer because I observed something, (and T have 
been obserGng it for the past few weeks) 
when a tourist boat is in port. Quite a nnmber of 
wayward children, (for the most part childre11 under 
the age of ten years! ' have have been 
making approaches to tourists as they go on their 
b~~siness in the street. I think this should be the 
concern of some of the departments of the Govern- 
merit. I will not say i t  should be the concern of the 

a matter of fact, I do not like to bring 
the Police in these things. However, this action on 
the part of youths in this town is very striking 
people who arc iriterestcd in the welfare of children 
and this country; and we feel, that it sholild be the 
concern of some department of the Government. It 
is a that you see them in gangs of eig"nt and 
ten approaching tourists. I throw this ollt to the 
Hon. Minister of Social Services because busy as he 
i', he may not have seen it. I think solnething should 
be done. I am not asking that the Police hound down 
these few little boys and get them before a Police 
Magistrate and eventually get them sent to Doads. 
4.15 p.m. 

I feel that this is a question of cause and effect. 
A t  the root of all this might be economics; but it is 
pathetic when you see some of these children actually 

approaching people and begging. It is not the job 
,f the Police to put these children before a magis- 

who can then put then1 up  a t  Dodds or Sum- 
rnervale for four or five years. It is not only on days 
when we have tourists here that we find a number of 
children around Bridgetown who, if you had a sys- 
tem of compulsory education, would be in  school. I 
do not subscribe to any of the fancy theories which ,,, propounded, even by some of the extremists of 
the present Governmel~t; but I do subscribe to the 
idea that there should be some system of compulsory 
education where the state should see to it, that every 
child should h o w  how to read and write. 

I n  connection with this Bill, I am hoping that 
the honourable Introducer will take what I am say- 
L13g in good faith. The late honourable senior member 
for St. Andrew and the honourable senior member 
for St. George made attempts at  introducing legisla- 
tion of this nature, and I would like to say that 
~ ,h i l e  this Bill ib necessary, i t  is somewhat surprising 
that i t  has been given some precedence on the Order 
Paper. There is so much talk of family planning and 
birth control, and I am hoping that this Bill has not 
been introduced now and give11 such a high place on 
the Order Paper, because of the faet that the few 
people in this community want to adopt or are at- 
tempting to adopt, or are negotiating for  the purpose 
of adopting a few of the Negro soldier children from 
English wolnen in England. I would condemn that 
wholeheartedly. Of course, wle read that there are 
5,000 unwanted Negro children with white mothers: 
:111d that i.; so in these days of Christianity in Great 
Britain. I am hoping that the pressure to bring for- 
ward this Bill is not because a few of our people 
here, seeing the over population of Barbados and 
with the talk of fainily planning, still want further 
i,o overpopulate this country by attempting to go to 
England bring in these children. Mr. Speaker, 

I am tslkillg about. If it is for those 
reasons only, I would say this Bill go through 
the But the aims and objqcts of the Bill 
are wider. 

I want to say that with the number of children 
i' this eo1ony, are people have no- 
illing, but like to  see that their 
'"PPY 1 ''low a mechanic-al'd I really wanted to 
l\now ho11- he managed-I visited his home, and was 
;h'ith his 14 children; we were talking from one thing 
to the other and I really wanted to how what his 
l,c.l.sonal wa.;. He to me that some of 
his contemporaries had this country and 
had mado a lot of moneJ-; they have hem able 
to  live in homes. md they have been 
on the i ;,,. , of it, l,eopk lvllo toultl nor- 
lllally be sur2ccqsfnl because of their 
of a bit of this ~vorld's goods "Normally ", he 
said, get to do, but there is a sense of 
pride and happiness.,, I asked him how he managed 

keep three childrell at St. Michaells Girls, School 
end two at Harrison College and pay for all of them. 
11, said that was money to be left for them. 
I would say that these were not children of black 
fathers allj ~ ~ ~ l i ~ h  mothers and there 
,as no chance of people adopting them. I believe 
that this  ill mo,lld have been a way down on the 
Order paper and it would not possibly have seen thme 
light of day this session, if it had not beell for  the 
faet that there persons ready to adopt of 
these childrell of English mothers and ~~~~i~~~ sol- 
dler Negro fathers who on the face of it, must have 
such lovely complexions and so on as to be brought 
here. I have not yet seen many Barbadians being 
taken out. The one institution which was given bp a 
Earbadiwa of African descent. Dr. Nightengale, is 
r~rcsentlp filled to capacity and is overflowing; and 
;t is not bec.anse n~othe l -~  harrp not got a love (or a s  



This is a plea, sir, in support of this Bill. 1 
am against what I have read in the Press. And it 
has depressed me and has depressed a lot of other 
people including the Ministers, although as Minis- 
ters, they may not want to say it. But I am saying 
that  now that  we have elevated the people economi- 
cally to certain positions in this community, rather 
than go aboard to look for children to adopt they 
should adopt children in Barbados. We are living 
in a civilized community, and people should be 
ashamed of themselves to say that because there 
are 4,000 odd children who are of what they call 
limited pigmentation, they are unwanted. You 
should read some of the strong articles by the 
Churches of the U.S.A. on things like that. I t  is no 
wonder that you have some difficulty arising over 
the question of West Indians settling in the U.K. 

I support this Bill because on the face of it, i t  
is necessary for this community. From my experi- 
ence, i t  works a hardship on people when they can- 
not adopt children legally, especially as  regards 
InCome Tax etc. When people have expended all 
their money on adopted children, they find out that  
they cannot get Income Tax allowance etc. For 
such reasons, a Bill like this shonld be welcomed. 
People adopt their cousins, nephews etc., but can- 
not get any Income Tax allowance in respect of 
them. From that angle the Bill is necessary and 
welcomed, but what I have expressed to-day I 
wanted an  opportunity to express. 

I hope that the Hon. Minister of Social Services 
will not take umbrage a t  some of the things I have 
said. I believe that he agrees with mnch of what I 
have said and that he feels as  I feel on many things. 
They are p e o ~ l e  who feel the same way, but who 
would not get up  and say it. I have to say these 
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'he honourable junior member for St. John has said, ' things because I realise that  i t  is because of the 
+me of these mothers should not have children) but / people, + I have been elevated to this position 
li  is because of economic reasons. I and the Ministers have been elevated to their po- 
4.25 p.m. sition. Therefore, I feel that i t  is my duty to tell 

AS regards a n  institution like the St. Michael's those people who want to adopt children that  they 
infirmary and other infirmaries in this island, i t  I can find suitable children here. I want to ask, if 

them later. 
I am sorry to hear that  people will adopt chil- 

dren with a view to these children becoming their 
supporters in later life. I sincerely hope that  there 
will no~t be many who will set out with that object 
in view. If they wish to do a good turn, they should 
not do i t  with hope of reward; a t  least not monetary 
reward. I say that, because that  can make the re- 
lation difficult if that is the object of the adoption. 
I hope that our continued social legislation will 
make such an  unworthy purpose of adoption un- 
necessary. By that I mean, that  persons getting 
old will receive some form of security and some- 
thing to look forward to, other than the gratitude 
of adopted children. 
4.35 p.m. 

While we can say i t  is something which we 
could have admired, I hardly think i t  is something 
of which notice should be taken in the stage of adop- 
tion. I should not think in terms of adopting a child 
so that  that child can work for me when I grow old, 
or when i t  has _grown zzp o r  something of that sort. 
I t  is my belief that  no matter how the Social Wel- 
fare Officer may try, he will never know the real 
relation between the child and the person who 
adopted it. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to say a few things 
at this point, so that the Hon. Minister of Social 
S~rvices  can refer to i t  when we go into Committee ; 
so that he can be helpful and would be able to an- 
swer the questions that are put  to him. First of all, 
I notice froin the Trinidad Act that  the definition 
is given of "child," and not of "infant" as is defined 
in this Act. I see from the definition in this Act, 
that " infant" means a person under twenty-one 
yc.ars of age; but does not include a person m-ho is or 

would be better if some of these so-called well-to- 
d o  ladies in this island whom fortune has not fav- 
oured to be mothers of children, could appreciate 
children other than those of Blacii and White parents 
for adoption. I am going to be strong on this. It 
might possibly cost me what on the surface would 
be called friendship; but that can go to the wind. 
1 speak as l feel. if you go to the St. Michael's In- 
firmary to-day, you will find children left there 
by their parents because of economic reasons. They 
are not unwanted, as there are children in ultra- 
Christian community of the U.K. (so they would 
have us believe) who are unwanted because their 
fathers are black American soldiers. I n  our institu- 
tions in Barbados you will find children who are 
left there because of poverty, bad housing and 
other social conditions. 

I hope that when this Bill becomes law, i t  will 
cause a number of those people who are looking 

certain of my people feel that  they must go outside 
of Barbados to adopt children, what are we to  ex- 
pect if the Hon. Leader of the Opposition or people 
of his type, want to adopt children. 

Mr. HOLDER entered the House and took his 
seat. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Speaker, we have heard that 
there are many people who are waiting on legisla- 
tion of this kind to legalise the relationship exist- 
ing between adopted children and adopted parents. 
I think it is good that  the Government has seen 
fit to bring in this legislation, even if i t  may be a 
little late for some. I would also like to say that  
we should say a word of thanks for the compara- 
tive table that accompanies this Bill, even though 
we might not have the various Acts of the other 
places checked especially where modifications have 
taken place. 

I am not in a position to enter into any argu- 
forward to adopting children to adopt children of I ments on the points touched by my colleague I 
our own community, rather than going to the cXspefl"e i think that this matter of adoption is something 
of bringing in children from London; or as l have ' for the people who are going to do the adoption. 
heard, even going to the Continent to bring them ill. 
We have them on our door-steps, and some of them 
are  less than six months old. 

I know it can be argued, and \vill be argued by 

I t  is their inclinations which should guide them. 
What we are providing, I take it, is that  where 
the inclination is present, there should be some 
sort of affinity established between the person in 

some, that  the actual background and heredity of I the position to adopt and the infant needing the 
these children might prevent them from being I adoption. We are therefore seeking to legalise the 
adopted. My answer to that is based on what I 
have read has happened in the U.S.A. You cannot 
go just by facial value because no one can believe 
say, that some of the Black American soldiers who 
have left ckildren in England were not criminals 
and  the like. 

position, so that the adopted child can ben& where 
there is benefit to  be got;  and in addition, any o t G r  
benefits which may come, will be on a sound basis. 
The relationship therefore, will not be disturbed 
by people who have abandoned their children in 
the early stages and who want them returned to 
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Mr. BARROW: On a point of explanation Mr. 
Speaker, I do not think the Hon. Minister of Social 
Services quoted me correctly. The point which I 
made abundantly clear was that I spent a consid- 
erable time drafting the Bill; and the only reason 
why I did not proceed with the first, second and 
third reading of the Bill, was because the Attorney 
General asked me to hold it up so that we could 
hold a discussion on, it; and I said I was willing to 
do that and to compromise on any insertion which 
he may want put in. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, let me 
say that the Crown Law Officer has information on 
this Bill from many places. He has got information 
from Trinidad, Jamaica and I believe from Australia 
and New Zealand as well. It would take time to col- 
late all that information and draft a Bill suitaMe for  
Barbados. As I have said, it would take time; and 
i t  must also be taken into consideration that  the 
Crown Law  office^ has other Bills to draft in the 
meantime. 

Before I go further I want to answer a point 
put by the honourable junior member for St. John. 
I would like to assure him that there is comprehen- 
sive legislation coming down very shortly in con- 

has been married. Whelb we turn to Clause 27, lJTe 
see something of the Adopted Children Register. 
Then we come to the schedule of the Act and we see 
that it is a form of entry for adopted children; and 
i n  that register, you see the Heads "Date and coun- 
t ry  of birth of child," "Name and sursame of child" 
and "Sex of child." It seems to me as if we are  at- 
tempting to improve a t  one stage on the Trinidad 
Act; and in  trying to do so, we are getting ourselves 
a bit confused. I do not think when a person has 
adopted an  infant we can go ahead and call that 
adopted infant a n  adopted person. Adopted, person 
to my way of thinking, means any person who is 
over the age of 21 years; and if you are  not permit- 
ting that, perhaps for obvious reasons, i t  seems to 
me to define child would save you of some difficulty. 
I t  looks to me inconsistent. It may not be. If you 
look up the record of an  adopted person you would 
see that the person who is to be adopted, must be 
defined as: an infant. If the Hton. Minister would 
look a t  Clause 28, he will see that there is some- 
thing there to be corrected; and I hope that he will 
remember i t  a t  the appropriate time, if I happen to 
forget. 

Sir, I must say I welcome a Bill of this nature 
especially in a community like ours. I must say 
that  I appreciate the reference by the honourable 
junior member for St. John, when he spoke of the 
absence of legislation dealing with children general- 
ly. I refer ~ar t icu lar ly  to the question of the Pro- 
tection of children from cruelty. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINX : Mr. Speaker, there 
are one or two things to which I want to reply. The 
Government is on the one hand, accused of proceed- 
ing with indecent haste with this Bill. The word 
"indecent" was not used by the honourable mem- 
ber who suggested that, but he meant to say that for 
some sinister reason, the Government refused to 
place this Bill on the Statute Book. On the other 
hand we are told that i t  has taken a very 10% time, 
(ever since Mr. Gill introduced a similar Bill in 
1951) for  a Bill of this sort to cope into operation. 
The honourable senior member for St. George in 
his opening remarks admitted that drafting legisla- 
tion along careful lines takes time. He did not say 
so in those words, but he meant that when he said 
he is not willing to conceive to other persons etc.; 
and in his case it took six to eight months to draft 
that. Bill. The honourable senior member for St. 
Ceorge gave notice of this ~i~~ but did not introduce 
;t 

Clause I was r&d. 
Hon. Dr. H. G. CIJMiWINS: 1 beg to move 

Ibat Ltailse 1 stand part of th'e Bill. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I am wonder in^ 

l-rhetber the Hon. Minister of Social Services can 
just tell me why this Rill is not cited as "The Adop- 
tion of Children Act?" This Rill is merely called 
"The Adoption Act." You do not adopt anything 
else but children, as the Hon. Minister says soto vac@. 
I have another Act here, and it is citecl as "The 
Adoption of Children Act." If this Bill is merely 
called "The Adoption Act" then can you adopt ani- 
mals bv i t ?  

Mr. BARROW: I quite agree with the hon. 
wember. The Ordinance i n  Trinidad is called "The 
Adoption of Children Ordinance" and in  the United 
Kingdom i t  is called "The Adoption Act ". But  
there is an  Act in  the United Kingdom called "The 
Guardianship of Children Act," which is read along 
with the Adoption of Children Act of 1950, and 
there are various Acts under which orders can be 
made for children. There is however no need for  u s  
to follow the English designation or title by calling 
this Act "The Adoption Act. 1954". 1: think it is 

ilection with the matter to which he referred. There 
is only one other point for  me to refer, and it is 
with reference to the point made by the honourable 
senior member for St. George over the question 
of the Adoption of Children in Barbados by Ameri- 
can citizens. That point was brought to the atten- 
tion of the Crown Law Officer and he pointed out 
that this Bill makes provision for the adoption of 
children of British subjects by British subjects. By 
that i t  means that a British subject living in the 
United States can adopt a child living in Barbados; 
but an  American citizen or a citizen of a different 
nationality cannot have that privilege, because i t  
would be conflicting with the British Nationality 
Act of 1948. 
4.45 P.m. 

That paxticular point was brought to the atten- 
tion of the A t t m e y  General by myself and the 
Social Welfare Officer, and that is the opinion which 
I V ~ S  given by the Attorney General; but there is m- 
&.le provision for British people adopting children 
in Barbadas. Of course Barbadians can adopt child- 
rein in other places, provided that they are British 
subjects. 

I want to support the hon. junior member for  
th,e City when he says that the adoption of a child 
is a which rests with the preference and 

of the individual who is adopting the 
1 do not think it is a matter whioh be regu- 
ld%d by legislatim. s e t i o n  30 of this Bill sets out 
how British subjects living abroad can adopt child- 
ren of Barbadian wmts in Barbados. 

~ h ,  made by the hone j-or member 
for the city about the definition of -child,?. I do 

see any dehition of It might have 
bwn t&en from some other ~ c t ,  therefore I nbt 
in a position to answer that question but 
we go into committee the honourable melnber 

malre the and I win see that 
it is considered in the right I do not 
think acre is anything more I can add to what I b.ve 
said before. I thinik I have endeavoured to aaswer 
"l1 points have been made. 

The question that this Bill be now read a second 
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division . 

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS sec- 
onded by Hon. M. E. Cox, Mr. s ~ ~ ' ~  left 
Chair and the House went into Committee on the 
[{ill Mr. SMITH being in the Chair. 
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at this time, that it would be iruponvenknt for me 
to say whether the Government will call this Act 
"The Adoption of Children Ac.t7' or "The Adoption 
~f Infants Act" h a u s e  they use different titles 
throughout the Bill. I n  the Interpretation Act the 
only term which is described in that respect is "in- 
fant." 

The question that C l ~ e  1 stand part of the 
Rill was put and mgolved in the firnative without 
division. ! 

Clause 2 was called. 
Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: I beg to move that 

Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mk. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, if you look a t  the 

comparative table which we have been given here, 
you will see that this Clause 2 is from the English 
A(+t and in the remarks you have it stated "some 
definitions of E onzitted and definitim of "parent" 
introduced." Since some of this Act is taken from 
the Trinidad Act, it means to a layman that you 
are confining what you are adopting a3 an infant. 
You speak of the person adopted and then the regis- 
ter is not the Adoption of Infants register, but the 
Adoption of Children register. It seems to me, that 
you should be consistent. Infant means any person 
under ,the age of twenty-one and children can mean 
the same thing but you have defined infant. Who is 
the "person" you are talking about if you do not 
define him? When you come with an Act and you say 
"adopted persons" there is no adopted persons in 
the Act. Other people make their definitions. Does 
the definition mean "child" as used in the Act or 
'.child" a used in the register? When people are 
drafting Acts they should be consistent about than. 

~ 1 ;  E.  D. $XOTTLEY: I do not pretend to 
understand it. Sometimes you hear that the term 
"infant" must be a person over a certain age. That 
is the position in the law court; Coes this mean up 
to 21 years, under 21 years or what? I would be 
glad if that particular point-was explained to us, 
because it must ha,ve its bearings on the English 
st,atutes. We should really like to have that point 
made clear. 
4.55 p.m. 

None of us will attempt to put any obstacle;., in 
the way of the passing of this Bill; but I must agree 
with my colleague that when you are dealing with 
a m3tter of the adoption of children, these things 
should be made clear. I have seen in the American 
emigration laws that a child is a person up to a 
certain age, and an infant is a person up to a certain 
age. That should also be made clear in this Bill, 
because we are going to have certain difficulties 
which will arise when people might want to take 
certain legal steps. My colleague has raised a point 
which has left the issue very much in doubt. 

I m a layman, but I am speaking from my scant 
knowledge which I have gained by listening to legal 
argumenk put up from time to time. TJp to what 
age is a person an infant? Up to what age is a per- 
son a child? 

Mr. LEWIS: Clause 3 talks about anyone de- 
siring to adopt #an infant, and the whole Act hinges 
on that. We have a register for the adoption of 
children. 

Hon. C.. H. ADAMS: Where else but in this 
House, and who else but the hon. junior member for 
the City woad you find getting up  and debating this 
point? Section 2 says! that an infant is an unmar- 
ried person under twenty-one years of agq and %c- 
tion 3 says that anyone who wants to adopt an infant 
can do so. What difference does it m&e if the ragis- 
t ry speaks of the adoption of children ? 

The hon. senior member for the City raised a 
reasonable point when he said that sjnce you demib. 
ed an inflant in Section 2, you should go on and nefer 
to infants. But suppose you said the adoption of 
person or the adoption of human beings you can 
only refer to the type of person mentioned in the 
Interpretation Act. You cannot adopt a married per- 
son even if that person is fourteen years old. (Mr. 
E. D. MOTTLEY : You can adopt a woman with five 
eh-ldren if she is under t,wenty-one years.) I am 
glad to see that the honourable member, considering 
our population problem is looking forward to adopt- 
ing a woman with five children. There is nothing i n  
the Act to prevent that. A woman of twenty with 
f i ~ e  children can be adopted as long as she is not 
married. (Mr. E. D. MOTTLEP: You do not call 
that adoption). You call that seeing after! 

Mr. LEWIS : The .hen. member has said that 
only ih this Chamber and only by the junior member 
for the City, you will get this point debated. There 
vere nineteen amendments to the Entertainment Ta 
Act, and the hon. sen. member for St. Joseph got 
up and defended every ona of those mistakes in here. 

Nr. CHAIRMAN: We are not dealing with 
the Entertainment Tax Act now. 

Mr. LEWIS: Do you mean to say, that the 
hon. sen. member for St. Joseph can get up and say 
this type of thing and I eannot defend myseslft 
This is the same type of argument that I have heard 
bere bdfore, and it turned out to be wrong. Thai 
is what I am saying. Is  that irrelevant? There were 
uineteen amendments in the Entertainment Tax 
Act, and twenty or more to the Income Tax Act, and 
the hon. member, when t h w  Bills were before the 
House got up and defended everyone of those I& 
takes. 

Hon. Q. H. ADAMS: There is E& s Bingle 
word of truth in what the hon. member has sud. 
If any Bill has been corrected in the Other Plaee, 
it is because it contaiined a mistake which we over- 
looked. I have sometimes gone and a&ed membem 
of the Other Place to amend something which we 
had overlooked. Let the hon. member or his sponsor 
nention one thing in the whole course of my public 
life that I have defended, (with respect to drafts- 
~~lanship) and it turned out to be wrong. 

Mr. LEWIS: The hon. member has constantly 
told us not to criticise !a particular matter, becau3e 
it would look as a reflection on lsim and on the Attor- 
ney General who are the two lawyers on the Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I have never said that. 
Over and over again I have said that the cleverest 
lawyer in the world may be a fool when it comes to 
draftsmamhip. When 1 drafted the Divorce Bill I 
had to correct a particular section seven times because 
of an error in draftsmanship. A draftsman with the 
best will in the world may forget something, and have 
to go back and correct it. What I have said more 
than once, is that even a lawyer may misunderstand 
that such and such is unscientific drafting. Who 
else but some one in the Mental Hospital would qay, 
do not do .l thing becausc it is the reflection on them 
and then it turns out to be something wrong? The 
hon. member has a bad dabit of saying things andi 
not prwing them. Let him give elurtpter and verse 
of any occasim that I have stood here and def&hded 
a mistake, and when the Rill went to the Other Place 
it had to be amended. I am speaking of tht: drafts- 
manship. 

While the Lord Chancellor might be an excel- 
lent Lord Chancellor, he may be a fool as a drafts 
man. T am not saving that, because some thin^ i n  
drafted by a lawvcr, it is bound to be right. That 
~x-mlld not be true. It takes almost a particular 



type of b r a n  to drai t  aceuratcly. A lamyer who 
1s a good advocate is hardly able to be a hrst-class 
dra~tbman. 

lvlr. b.t3WIS : I have in my hand a copy of the 
Trinidad Ordinanqe which deals with the adoption 
of children. It defines a child and i t  refers through- 
out to a child. This Act defines an infant then it 
goes on to refer to a child. It is inconsistent. I feel 
tnat some member of the Government should be able 
to get up  and explaln the position. Clause 27 refers 
to a n  adopted person. The Trinidad Ordinance refers 
to a child throughout. The hon. member has talked 
about people inside the Mental Asylum; but there 
are some things that I hear in here which could b~ 
said in the hlental Asylum. I am not arguing any casc 
with the hon. member. If you give me time to look 
up the Debates, and they have not been changed, 
1 will show the hon. member what he said. 
5.05 p.m. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I would just 
like to say that even with the vehement accusations 
Icvelled at  the hon. jun. member for the City, l. 
agree with him; and if he is not on the side of the 
angels of this House, I am on his side on this occa- 
sion. I can dram many instances to show that this 
Act for the adoption of children is not in  keeping 
tiith other Acts in  the Colonial Empire. 

What has happened in this Chamber is tha; 
when we draw the attention of the members of the 
Goverl~ment to mistakes in draftiilg of measures, 
they take i t  that we are accusing them of some crime ; 
but wei are only trying to be helpful. I think it i k  

the President of the Other Place who has said tha. 
there is a large number of Bills coming to that char11 
ber with n-~~merous mistakes. The honourable junior 
member for the City has asked various questions on 
this matter, and I think i t  is very unfortunate o t  thi; 
stage to introduce an atmosphere of controversy m 
a non-controversial debate of this nature. 

What I would like to point out, is that Swtion 
26 refers to "adopted child", and that is n:~t re- 
$erred to in the prcamble of this Bill. I belicve 1 
chould know something about this ~ i i a t t e ~  bezausp, 
.ts 1 have said, I haye spent eight nionths in  draft 
-ng a Bill of a similar nature and bringing i t  to thls 
House; and it is only on the invitation of the Attor- 
nay General for a conference on i t  that i t  wa ,  not 
proceeded with. Mr. Chairman, I hare the TrinirlaJ 
Ordinance on this measure a t  my right hancl. There 
is IIC mention in it of the word "infant". the ~ ~ o r i l  
"i~:fnnt" is already defined-in la~v. I thinli \rhar 
i q  ry--larkable about this matter is, that the skilled 
fccli~ii-ian who drafted this Bill did not deem i t  fit 
to b- consistent in the phraseology and ter~ninolog~ 
which he used. T h ~ r e  is no point of having an inter 
prftation clause an:l then for one to use terms uhicn 
do not indicate the ,4ct of itself. 

The que~tir'i +hat Clause 2 stand part of the Bill 
lT'as ~ u t  and reF,lvrrl in the affirmative withont di- 
vision. 

c'lause 3 w7a$ called. I t   read^, as fol!o~~s:-- 
< < Any person tiesirous of adopting an illfalit 

"mar nlake an ap~lication in respect thereof t,) the 
"P?cial Welfare Officer. 'l 

ITon. Dr. H. G .  CITilI~4IN8 Mr. Chair~~:.>a.-- 
Beforcl I move that this Clause stand part of the B111, 
I just want to say that this Bill was drafted b: th, 
Crown Law Officers and snb~eq~xelztly snhmittt-3 TO 

the Chief Jnstire, who eventually, would have to 
~dminister  it, and ht- made no comment. They are 
thp legal luniinaries of the island and if thev are 
satisfied about it. why then should there be thiq &l'- 
fpr~.lCe over its ternsinoloffvs I beg to nlore that 
Clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 

USE 
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Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman,-I would jnst 

like to suggest to the Hon. Minister of Social Services 
~ n a t  we may jnst as well bring in the Attorney Qen- 
era1 and the Chief Justice arid let them deal with all 
Ihe legislation. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : I would only say that the 
olcier a lawyer you are, the more foolish you are of 
the la117. The lawyer who has just left his bocB,- 
lLc is a Solomon. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman,-I a l ~ l  
neither a lawyer nor a judge; but I represent the 
point of view of the layman. All I am saying is how 
i t  strikes me as a layman. When people of this 
colony talk about an infant, they think in t e r m  of 
an infant, not an adult person. When we talk about 
an infant, we do not think of any person up to the 
q z ' c  of 21 years. It therefore seems to m e  that if 
you refer in one part of the Bill to a person as a 
chilci ancl then as an infant, i t  cannot be right. T 
tlo not care how learned a Chief Justice or an 
Attorney General might be; they are not super 
human. I am asking: if you refer to a person as a 
child, is there any harm? I think if you refer t o  a 
person in this Bill as a child, i t  would be bette;. 
You can have an infant child, a grown-up child or 
an adult child. I feel if you make it consisteht ailcl 
leave oat using the term "Infant" i t  would be bet 
ter. The term "child" seems more reasonable. 

What 1 may tell my colleague is that  this Cham- 
ber, so far  as I know, has no control over the Other 
Place. If he is correct, (and it is a fact that the 
IIonourable President of the Other Place has tall<cd 
about Bills coming to that place and being rusheJ 
through and members not having sufficient time to 
deal with them) then let us wait and see what hag 
pens with this Bill. Let us see whether the Other 
Place will make any amendments to it. If certaix 
amendments are made to i t  by the Other Place, 1: 
am sure that the I-Ion. Minister of Social Services is 
coin? to accept them. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I quite understand the 
honourable member who has just sat down. Whar; 
the honourable member said may be perfectly truc. 
Eut  does he see the absurdity, (from a lawyer's point 
of view,) to talk about an adult child? An acluit is a 
per,coiz above the age of 21 years; a child is a perso.) 
under the age of 21 years. What the honourable mem- 
ber said iq collocruialisni. People of this island talk 
c;f a rock stone; but what is a rock stone? People of 
this islaiid talk of a fowl cock; bud what is a fowl 
coclr? Barbadians do talk about an adult child. But 
is not that a contradiction in terms? 

When the term "infant" i,c used in law, it is 
somethins that every la~q-er  understands. Under 
English law, a Vice-Chancellor is a guardian of in- 
fants, ancl that can inean a person who is married or 
not married. 
3.15 p m .  

011 the othel. hanil you sag "an infant under 
21  gear., not marritci." As soon as you pat  in the 
<rfinition Clause as to what an infant is, it covers 
the rrst of the Act. When you come to Clause 26 
:+ncl Clan ,e 27, hon. members may raise the point as 
1 0  whether the definition niay not be made clear. 
i want to sav that anv fool now can be called to the 
bar; in my time 1 found it extremely difficult for any- 
body to pass a Far exam; but that did not necessarily 
mean that yon did not Imo-TV the law. Anybody who 
knows any law, knows certain fundamentals ; h e  
is bound to know those fundamental.; cr he is not 3 

'hwyer. But he does not know that expressions have 
gained by judicial interpretation, a particular mean- 



ing. Often in  draftsmanship for the purpose of 
clarity so that some judges may not interpret accord- 
ing to certain cases and other judges interpret in 
&her cases and leave it to be fought out in the House 
cl' Lords, you clarify the definition. We have said 
that infant means a person under the age of 21 
years but not married; no judge could make any 
mistake with this Act, because he will look a t  the 
interpretation section and see what it means. A 
child may be a person a 100 years old. A father 
xho  is still alive and '187 years a s  happened some- 
vlhere in Turkey, can have a child 100 years old 
but he could not be a child under this Act. Although 
a child is 100 years old he is still the child of his 
father, but under this Act he could not be adopted 
because he is not under the age of 21 years. 

I t  is easy to sneer at  people. The hon. senior mem- 
ber for St. George is not speaking as a lawyer today, 
but purely as a parliamentarian desirous of throwing 
btones at  the Government. I am not saying, for 
obvious reasons, whether he is a lawyer or not; but 
P S  this Cla~lse reads, it could not give any human 
being on a Bench the slightest bit of trouble because 
s ~ h e n  he sees the word "infant, " i t  is given a special 
definition. You dcefine i t  here because you are limit- 
ing anybody under 21 years to unmarried people, 
otherwise i t  need not appear in the definition. For 
instance, if you use the word "bitck:" a magistrate 
will not ask whether that means a male or a femaIe 
dog; i t  would only mean a female dog. 

I say again that the greatest difficnlty would be 
the draftsmanship, and anybody may ask whether 
this is correct draftsmanship. Nobody complains if a 
layman asks questions. Of course the law is stupid 
ftt times; you wonder why all these phrases are used 
and therefore you ask questions; but having got the 
explanations, what is the point of wasting the time 
of the Committee. 

Mr. LEWIS:  The hon. member started OE 
chiding my colleague by saying, that you cannot 
have an adult child ; and then he admits that  you can 
have such a thing. While he was on his feet he 
discovered that he was wrong, and therefore he had 
to make a long speech. When I was making my 
speech on the second reading of this Bill, I asked 
the Hon. Minister of Social Services to help me when 
y7e went into Committee 01: this Bill; do you want 
a more reasonable attitude than that? But some- 
body says that we are in a lunatic asylum, and that 
i t  could only mean this and that. I told the Hon. 
Minister that these apparent inconsistencies are 
worrying me. The Hon. Premier now says that you 
can define an  infant as being under the age of 100 
years, and that at  any age your child is your child. 
What d o ~ s  he want people to think of him when 
lle acts like tha t?  He is supposed to be a lawyer of 
long standing. Of course he says that you can be 
a lawyer of long standing, and not know what you 
ere doing. I did not wait until we are considering 
n word in  a Clause and then spring a surprise; I 
informed the Hon. Minister of Social Services on 
the second reading of this Bill that there were in- 
consistencies in this Bill. I s  that not a decent way 
to ask for advice? The hon. member should know 
better than to get up and behave as he has done. ' 

Mr. BARROW: Speeches such as the one made 
by the Hon. Premier, do no good to people who have 
the interest of thc community a t  heart. The Hon. 
Minister of Social Services is always willing to listen 
to advice and even if he does not agree with it, he 
makes mention of it to the members of the Chamber, 
that he would consult the proper authorities in  con- 
nection with it. I would like to say this: perhaps 
I did have a selfish motive, because i t  is a matter 
of embarrassment to me to think of either the Presi- 

dent of the Other Place or a nominated member of 
the Other Place from week to week sending back 
Rills to this Chamber, saying that  there are certain 
amendments. and then these amendments are accepted 
rvithout any buggestion that the members of the 
Other Place are only hurling stones a t  the Govern- 
ment. The Officer of the Government who is respon- 
sible for the drafting of this Bill should be the 
"torneu General but we have no clear ilidication 
that i t  was the Attorney General himself who drafted 
ii. However, I think that all the law officers i11 his 
Department, with the exception of the learned Soli- 
citor General, are junior to all of the legal practition- 
ers in this Chamber: and in the United Kingdom it 
ic recognjsed that pcr~ons who are engaged in cer- 
tain vocations are entitled to make suggestions on 
Gills, while other lion. members make enquiries. I 
am suggesting that in its present form this Bill 
docs not make sense and it is connected with the 
7'rinidad Ordinance. 
' c -  
~ . L J  pm.  

I have already raised that point. I would Like 
to deal now with what transpired not ten ininutes 
ago, when the Hon. Premier asked whoever heard 
of an  adult child. I woncler if the Ilon. Minister for 
Social Slervices could not enlighten him on that point. 
What I woluld like to know is, whoever heard of an 
adult infant; because even at  Common Law, yon 
,cannot be an infant if you are under twenty-one 
years of age. I t  is therefore. an Act bf supereroga- 
tion on the part of the Minister of Social Services 
or the Attorney General himself. 

This is an Act for the Adoption of Children, 
and we feel that i t  is better to use the term "child" 
as they did in  the Trinidad Ordinance. I n  that 
Ordinance a child is a person under twenty-one, 
who has never married. The wording is very clear, 
and isr almost Biblical in its simplicity. You cannot 
have an  adult infant, but yoil certainly can have an 
adult child. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : I was amazed when I read 
what the President of the Other Place said, when he 
made what were to my mind, some rather unfortunate 
observations on this House. He should not have done 
it. (A MEMBER: Why ?) If this I-Iouse sends up  
to thc Other Place a matter which they think is done 
in too much ofl a hurr r  let them po,stpone i t ;  b Z  to 
ynote what the President said means nothing to me. 
When I read it, I personally was indignant. The 
Other Place has privilrges and they can do what they 
like, as long as what thes do (toes not infringe on 
the privileges of this House. To snggest that this 
House by passing a Bill is unmindful of the Parlia- 
mentary proprieties which one Chamber owes to the 
other is, to use a mild word, very unfortunate. 

To return to the matter of this Bill: what I was 
endeavouring to say is, that there are certain expres- 
sions with legal inte~pretations which you do not 
have to put in an interpretation Clause. If in an 
Adoption Act you speak of a child, i t  obviously means 
a person under twenty-one. What is to be gained by 
the Government if when an obvious mistake is pointed 
out to us, we defend jt? 

I do not care who says that I am blowing my 
own trumpet; but the honourable member asked for 
a legal explaiiation and then someone vgith the ink 
hardly dry on his books, suggests that I do not know 
what I am talking about. WThen that happens, it is 
time'enough to say that because a man is called to 
the Bar, i t  does not necessarily mean that he knows 
law. In  order not to hurt  the practice of the hon- 
ourable member I refrained from saying certain 
things, when he got up  in here and talked nonsense 
about contributor;v negligence. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Ghairman,- 
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Mr. CHAIRMAN: I have allowed a certain 
amount of latitude in this cliscussion; and I an1 not 
a l l o ~  ing any more. 

Mr. BARROW: You caiiiiot invite inembers to 
stop me from talking. When you allowed the latl- 
tude to which you referred, 1 am a f ~ a i d  you allowed 
too much. When the honourable seniqr member for 
St. Joseph said what he did about the Bar examina- 
tions, I would like him to refer to the record5, and 
compare the examination at  the time he tool; i t  and 
when I took it, and ask him what he was trying to 
do then. Power has gone so much to his head, that 
he has done his best to try to ruin many people; 
so he does not know what he is sayiiig when h? 
refers to not wanting to ruin my practice when I 
talkctl about contributory negligence. Let him corrle 
into c nr t  and fight a case of contributory neg- 
ligence. Because you do not agree with anotiler 
lawyer's views on contributory negligence, it does 
nct 111 .an that you clan ruin his practice. I ~vonld 
like to go further a11d say, that there was no 
contributory negligence when the honourable 
member took his Bar exams; so it is out of the 
mouths of infants and sucklings that you have 
to look for the correct iuterpretatian of these things. 
I was the first person in the history of Barbados 
to introduce contributory negligence in this Chamber. 

I repeat, sir, that I agree that you gave some 
latitude; but you gave too much when you allotl-c.d 
bluch vituperation on something as trivial and un- 
important as this. After all, we were only trying 
t c  savr the members of this Chamber from embarrass- 
ment. If the Trinidad Ordinance is wrong I will 
admit that I am wrong, and that the honourable 
wnior member for St. Joseph is right; but I prefer 
in  this instance to be on the side of the qualms of 
the honourable junior member for the City, and on 
the side of the Attorney General of Trinidad and 
the old British Parliament prior to 1950. 

Hon. Dr. CUMhIIXS: I have been looking 
thrcnsgh the British Act, and I see both infant and 
child used. Some sections used the term "infaut' 
and others used the term "child." 

Hon. G. H. ADAMSI: That was drafted by a 
Parliamentary Draftsman who gets thousands of 
pounds a year for his skill. 

The question that Clause 3 stand part of the Bill 
was put and agreed to withont division. 

Clause 4 was called. 
Hon. Dr. H. G. CUM~IINS moved seconded by 

Hon. M. E. COX that Clause 4 stand part. 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: On the question df 

Clawe 4, I hope that what I am going to say, is not 
going to be offensive to the Hon. Minister of Swial 
Services and the Premier. This is not a question 
of drdtsmanship here, but a question of pure Barba- 
dian commonsense. This Clause provides that the 
Social Welfare Officer should be the beginning and 
end of all things. I am asking the Hon. P'remier and 
his Government to say one thing. This Section says 
that if a person wants to adopt a child, the Social 
Welfare Officer should be the person to determine 
whether or not you are suitable to adopt a child. I t  
strikes: me that the Government might not like to 
adopt suggestions from the Trinidad Ordinance, but 
that provision is found in  the Trinidad Ordinance. 

I think that this is an  opportune time to say 
what I am saying. I do not think that the fate of 
a child should be left in the hands of one person. 
There should be a Board or Committee to deal with 
it; and a t  least it s+ould be, that the Social Welfare 
OfFicer should be the Chairman of that Board ,or 
Committee. Throughout this Bill ym are dealing 
with children and with enquiries into the suitability 
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a£ people to adopt children. We should not pass an 
Act which says that such inlpol taut decisions siiould 
be left in the bands of one per9,0n. 

There are those of us who have had to come into 
contact with the present Social Welfare Offlcer. Her 
views might suit South Africa but they lllight not 
coincide with ours. 
5.35 p.m. 

Of course, the Hon. Premier might argue that 
I criticise the Social Welfare Officer md the like 
too much. A t  any rate, with all seriousness, I am 
making the suggestion to him that we should not 
put ourselves in the position where we would have 
the Social Welfare Officer as the only person making 
these decisions. Let the Social Welfare Officer be 
the Chairman of some Board or Committee to de- 
cidc: these matters. The Clause reads as follo~vs : 

"The Social Welfare Officer may make or 
"cause to be made such enquiries, obtain or 
"cause to be obtained such reports and carry 
"out such interviews as inay be necessary or  nay 
"be prescribed for the purpose of making ar- 
l L rangements fo,- the adoption of infants and 

"for the consideration of the court." 
As I think on this Clause, I am fully aware 

that the Hon. Minister of Social Services has many 
things to do, and he cannot do this; but I am asking 
him not to leave this matter to one person to do. 

I am going to move that this Section and the 
others relating to the same matter be postponed, 
and I hope the H m .  Minister will agree to it. Let 
us say that we differ as to the suitability of the 
present Social Welfare Officer. I think we should 
have our Act worded in this particular instance as 
that of Trinidad, that is, that this thing be dcne by 
a Board or a Committee. I am therefore moving 
tliat Section 4 be postponed. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Read a little lower down. 
you will see that you have the right to appeal to 
the Court of Appeal. 

Mr. E'. D. MOTTLEY : I quite appreciate that 
the honourable member is a lawyer, but why place 
poor people in that position? Of course we can 
appeal to the C o w  of Appeal; but you must have 
the legal fees to do so. What is wrong with having 
a Board or a Committee to decide this matter? The 
effect of having a Board and not having one person 
making enquiries is, that you give the person the 
feeling that no one person is taking sides. -1 am 
of the opinion that you should have a Board or a 
Committee, (call i t  whatever you like) making these 
enquiries. There are numbers of people in this coun- 
t ry  who are interested in Social Welfare work and 
who would be willing to sit with the Social Welfare 
Officer acting as Chairman. Those of us who have 
experience in these matters, realise that i t  is neces- 
sary to have a Board or a Committee. I am sure 
honourable members will agree with me when I 
say, this would be a farce if i t  is done by the Social 
UTelfare Officer only. Let us do i t  in such a way 
that the Social Welfare Officm can be the Chairman. 
Is there anything wrong with that suggestion? The 
Hon. Premier has said that the person is given the 
right to appeal to the Court of Appeal In present- 
ing your case you may need a lawyer. Let us enact 
legislation without having to give a person the 
necessitv for bringing in  lawyers, I feel this Clause 
should be postponed. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Chairman, for tbe 
benefit of the honourable member. I wit1 point out 
that I have before me a Minute from the Minister 
of Education and Social Services in Trinidad; and 
i t  says that the work arising from the particular 
Ordinance is carried out by the staff of the Social 
Welfare Department in conjunction with their nor- 
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mal duties, and therefore, the cost of this work is 
srriall. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : You have said nothing 
like that in this. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS : You will see a little 
later in this Bill that the Social Welfare Officer has 
the power to delegate. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTbEY: You make i t  worse when 
you say that. This Clause deals specifically with 
tile Social Welfare Officer. I think the Hon. Minis- 
ter would have done well if this Clause were quoted 
in the same way as that of the Ordinance of Trinidad. 
1 am not criticising the draftsmanship of this Bill. 
Do not let i t  be said that because this clause is not 
worded as we would like, that the Bill is complete- 
1~ wrong and therefare we should vote against it. 
The interpretatica of this Clause is that the SO- 
eial Welfare Officer \trill act. If you are saying that 
the Department will act, make it clear that i t  is the 
Department. 
5.45 p.m. 

The Hon. Minister of Social Services has actual- 
ly confirmed what I said, that the matter is confirmed 
by a department; yet the matter should be made clear 
in here. Of course the Hon. Premier will say that 
the Social Welfare Officer neans the Department. 
(Hon. G. H. ADAMX: Of course i t  dots). T t  does ear 
you brut not for me. (Laughter). The Soeial Welfare 
Officer is menarch of all she surveys. The trouble 
in this country is that when people get into power 
they forget things; I t  is not how official.; trrat you 
or how they treat me; i t  is how they treat other 

who cGme in  contact with them. You must 
put the other man in your position, because some peo- 
ple would think twice before they became rude or 
gave unnecessary trouble to the member of the GOV- 
ernment. What on earth is there wrong in making 
this definition absolutely clear when the Minister of 
Social Services admits that i t  is done by the depart- 
ment in Trinidad? 

Mr. BRYAN entered the House and took his seat. 
Mr. BARROW: I n  Trinidad the decisions ar0 

made by a Board appointed by the Government of 
Trinidad, and the actual investigations and periodi- 
cal checks and administration are carried out by the 
Social Welfare Officer. I understand the honourable 
senior member for the City to be objecting to the 
Social welfare Officer having the power to 
is or who is not capable of adopting children. I 
think the Hon. Minister of Social Services has the 
Ordinance there. I have worked for eight months 
on this Bill in my hands. The decisions are made 
by a ~ o a r d  of five persons, and the Social 
Officer is not necessarily mentioned as one of these 
persons or a t  all. There is a Public Assistance Board 
ill Trinidad and various Boards of that k h d ,  but 
the post of Social Welfare Officer has been abolished 
in Tkinidad. 

LEWIS: we have a similar set-up in Bar- 
bados. You have Boards and the actual day t,~ day 
work and administration is done by the department. 
You have many Boards, the Transport B o a ~ d ,  the 
Board of Health and so on, and my colleague is 

asking why should we leave the decision as 
to the suitability of a person to adopt the children 
to a foreigner or one single person for that matter. 
What I have heard is not true; they know i t  is not 
true; we will not entrust this matter to any one 
person if we can have a Committee of four or five1 
persons. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: 1 am not saying any- 
thing about the question of leavinq this matter to 
a foreiper, although in this particul%r case it is 
so; my argument is why should i t  be left to one 
person ? 
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Hon Dr. H. Q. CUMMINS: Can I help the 
h~nourabie member if I change the words "ofticer" 
to ' 'department" ? 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Nobody is saying that 
the Social JJTelfare Department will not be tlx proptr  
department for making the investigations; but the 
right to say "yes" or "no" rests with one person, 
namely the Social Welfare Officer. If this Bill had 
said that this right should rest with the H m .  Premier 
I would also say "No", not one pmon.  I do not 
want to be forced to say much on this subject, and 
I know the I-Lon. Minister of Social Services would 
not want me to say much on it either. 1 repeat that  
we should have a Committee to deal with this mat- 
ter ;  and i t  is not beyond the Hon. Premier and his 
Minister to provide an amendment to put  in this 
Clause saying that where they have made an  inves- 
tigation, the ultimate decision rests with two, three 
or five people (Hon. G. H. ADAMS: With a Min- 
isterial set-up?) I do not mind what you say about 
a Ministerial aei-up; I cannot see that if you realise 
that you are doing something which you say must 
help social improvements, you could really say that  
one person must have the final say-in this matter. 
The Hon. Minister of Social Services has intimated 
or rather suggested the use of "department" instead 
r~l offices but 1 do noi know if there is such a depart- 
ment. Does the honourable member contradict what 
the position is in Trinidad? Is the Hon. Premier 
ready to accept my suggestion? 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I apologise to the hen- 
ourable member if I seemed to have given the im- 
pression that I was listeaing to him. 
5.55 p.m. 

Mr. E.  D. MOTTbEY: I know you are not lis- 
tening to me; you are not capable of listening t~ 
what makes sense. 

I am afraid that we need not go any further, 
if the Hon. Minister of Social Services feels that 

I with his majcrity he can push this through to-night. 
l am not going to worry to argue with the Premier 
or anyone else over this. If I get into any argument 
1 will say some very stmag things. What I will sal7 
is, that if there is no chance of the Government 
accepting the suggestion to postpone this part of the 
Bill so that we c m  put  IOW heads together and get 
a workable amendment, I will vote against it. There 
is no idea on our part of postponing for the sake 
of postponing. ~t would mean postponing down to 
Section 9. We can do that and have a workable 
a m e n h e n t  &ich will d o w  definitely that the power 
v:ill not rest with me individual. 1f the avernment 
feels that they are so strong that even if the "T7' 
is upside down they are still right, I will go on fur- 
ther. 

I have refrained from saying certain things to- 
night. I know that the Hon. Minister of Social Ser- 
vices would not like me to say them. I am not deal- 
ing with the Siocial Welfare O*er personally; 1 am 
dealing with the question of leaving this power ill 
the hands of one Person. You can make i t  any one 
Person You like and 1 will still challenge the ~ r i n -  
eiple c f  it. I n  a small country lihe Barbados where 
everyone knows the other, you are bound to  get the 
feeling that there is prejudice on one side or t h s  
other, if this power is put in the hands of one person. 
There will not be that, feeling if it is more than one 
Person. Good God, what is wrong with what I am 
suggesting? Why pin your faith on one person? Age 
makes some people stubborn; that is what makes the 
Premier defend the provision in  this Bill. Normally 
he would amend it. 

NOW the Hon. Minister of Social Services says 
he will amend it and put  the Social Welfare Depart- 
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ment. A departillellt ealiilot make a decision of this 
kind. l t  can only inrest~gate.  IIouever, as fa r  as I ail; 
concerllecl, i~ the 1101:. ~ i i n i s t e r  nailts to put  in  tlle 
Departnieilt, the J i l~l ls ter  who is in  charge of that  
departilleilt is resgo~~rlbl> 1, the people, and it a mis- 
tilte is nladt,, he will pay for it. But  if you start  to 
criticise the lIedd of a Department, the l?remier, the 
other Miilisters allcl the Governor, (eye11 if you make 
out the beit case 111 th(> \\-L r ld)  \\ill get behind closed 
d ~ o r s  and  say, l '  clo not n~i l ld  them ; they only get on 
their hind legs and bray." 

HonTever, I lvill leave the Social \T7elfare Officer 
to the 13remier. K h e n  she starts to snob him, he will 
know that what I have been sa;ving has cnnle on his 
door step. The l\lon. Minister of Social Servicea l r 1 1 0 ~ ~  
that I had the c~ a ra re  a ~ l d  guts to fight her over her 
trcatin:.lit of Barbatlian coloureci pirls in t l : ~  se17\ice, 
r.hen she referrecl t o  them as inferior. That 1~:a.i i;ot 
on thr. Jiinister's doorstep cr  he xvcnld have chal- 
Itnpecl it .  I fee1 these things :IS a person in public 
lire. 

If ncl hare tlic 11011. Minister of Social Servic-s 
or the (:overninent resp~ilsible for maliing these de- 
cisions, IT? can get u p  and ask why did! he do so alld 
so. I n  thiq Rill mTe are d e a l ~ n g  with chilclrel~. not with 
(.hattel. IVe a rp  tlealiilp with people's cl:ildren. I 
shudd(.t- when I think that  these thilzga can go on 
and the11 all that ycn ~vi l l  hear is. illat the Social 
>fTelfwrrk Off i t~r  is good enough. 

111 a bigger coui~try  like Trinidad where there 
is less c1i:incc. of people knowing each other, they 
decide([ to have a coniniittee lcf soine sort. If the Gov- 
ernmeilt toolr tha'  Ortlinance to them, 1 ~ 1 1 ~  h a w  
they left out that part  of i t ?  (Hon. G. 1%. IIDAIvIS : 
Icead righ- through the Bill). Of course I have read 
right thr  up11 the Bill, dnd the point that I a111 n~alr- 
ing is thc onc. thing that  I noticed from the time that 
I took the Bill up. I cannot see how the Hfonse cot~ld 
agree to lcavc it in the hands of one person. 

l am going to speak ion this. It is worth~vl~i la  
niakiug any issue of. My motion is to the effect that 
this sectioii be postpoiled; and I repeat tha t  I am do- 
ing i t  i n  good faith and not to hold u p  the Bill. I be- 
lieve that the lllinister of Social Services would like 
to a d j o u r i ~  for Tea. JITe can p u t  our heads together 
and  find the inost workable amendment t~o p u t  in. 
1 am prepared to talk on it and say what I have to 
say, regardless of who gets u p  on the other side to 
say that I an1 saying things aboat people who can 
not reply. I lrnow people who said things about me 
when 1 really could not reply. This is a mztter of 
trying to make the Governlnent see the wisdom in 
putting in  an  amendment. As the Hon. Minister 
wants to adjourn now, Mr. Chairman, I mill move 
that TT? report progress and ask for  l ewe  to sit 
again. 

3Ir. BRrAKCKERt: I beg to secoild the motion. 
11011. G. 11. ADAhfS : Speaking on that motioa, 

I ask the hon. member to read the Bill. A more 
carefull:- drawn bill is difficult to conceive. What  
trougilt me to my feet is an  aside that I heard about 
lklinisterial Status. We have a Ministerial set-up. Read 
the Sectioi~ dealing with regulations. Read eyery- 
thing. 
6.05 p m .  

Mr. IJEWTX: Mr. Chairman,-I rise on a poiilt 
of Order. When a motion is made that you do now 
report progress and ask for leave to sit again, yon 
call only debate the question before the House. I t  is 
a rule in  the Book. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman,- I am 
speakin? oil the motion tha t  you do now report pro- 
gress. I am asking the hon. member when we are 

adjourned for tea, to read the Act. He  will then see 
that with the present set up, the H ~ u s e ,  after pass- 
ing a Bill which says that tile Governor-111-fixecu~ive 
Committee niay delegdte its duty, ~t is obvious that 
llle particular I\linister is responsible. Can you run 
~\liaisterlal  Status without the particular ~Vlmibter 
Gcing responsible though the Goverliment is ultl- 
nlately responsible l I can hardly think of ail Act 
~+hich  makes more careful provision than this. Read 
the first f e ~  lilies of this Clause. I t  sags, "The Soc- 
ial Welfare Officer nlay make or cause tc be ~ n a d e  
s w h  enquiries, obtain or cmse to be obtained such 
reports and carry out such interviews as  may be 
necessary. " Therefore, the Social JTTeliarc Gifiter 
as Head of the Sccial Welfale Departineilt ha> to 
s m d  out the enquiries. 

Afr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I have read that. I have 
already said that the Department should make tli? 
enc:airies, bnt the Social lTTelfare Officer should not 
bave the final word. That is all I am saying. 

ADJOURNMENT 

1 The question that Mr. CHAIRNAN do 110x11 r epLr t  
I progress and ask for leave to sit again was put  and 

resclred in the affirr~~ative ~vithout division. 

AIr. CHAIRXAN reported to Mr. SPE~AKER and 3Ir. 
F~ral;l-n assmi~cd the Chair and reported accord- 
ingly. 

lfon. Dr. I-I. G. CUMAIINS: Mr. Sp~aker,-  T 
k,cg to move that this House do now adjourll fcr  half 
a n  hoixr. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I be: to  second the mcltion. 
The question was pu t  and resolved in the affirma- 

tive without division, and Mr. SPEAKEE adjourned 
the House accordingly. 
6.10 p.m. 
C n  re-assembling, 

ADOPTLON BILL CONTINUED 

Mr. S P E A K E B :  011 the adjournment the House 
was i n  Committee on the Bill intitaled a n  Act to 
make provisioiz for the adoption of children. Mr 
SFEAKER left the Chair and the House resumed Com- 
mittee on the Bill Mr. SMITH being in  the Chair. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When we were last in  
Committee on this Bill, Clause 4 was being con- 
sidered. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I do not 
think it would serve any useful purpose i n  going on 
t.9 debate this matter any further. I have not changed 
my view on the matter, and the Government h a s  
not changed its view either; and therefore i t  remains 
only for me to vote against the section. I felt that  
after we had passed Claase 3 the Hon. Minister of 
Social Services would see that there was no idea that 
the actual Social Welfare department should not 

the invcstigalions. TIavii~g passed Clause 3 it 
shosvs that we mere cognisant of the fact that the 
proper authority to make the investigations mould be 
the Social Welfare department. The Hon. Premier is 
actually trying to convince me that i t  would serve 
no useful purpose in  a n  amendment to this Clause, 
by appointing a Committee to deal with this matter. 
I!' we used the words "Subject to the approval of 
the Minister of Social Services" although it might 
pppear to be frivolous, I am still convinced tha t  we 
should have a Committee to deal with this matter 
r f ter  the investigations are made; and  I belive m y  
self, that  would prevent any ill feeling from arising 
from time t o  time. I n  a small community like Bar- 
bados it is felt that  when investigations are made, 
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filings it is strange that we have sent these demo- I merit but the Social Welfare Officer? And you must 
cl-atic ideas to Trinidad and now we are abandoning begin by saying that. We made it clear by saying 
them. you are placing a member of this House or ' that the Social Welfare Officer may make or cause 

'r 

anyone eke in  a pmition, of publicly going to court I to be made such enquiries, obtain or cause to be 
to p rwe  their suitability to adopt. 

In making this c&icisrn we w e  merely trying 
to  pul this adoption busines on a sound footing. 
Children have been adopted in Barbados for 300 
vears before we had Ministerial Gov_ernnzent. We 

now placing it on a sound footing, and the Gov- 
errlment is giving one person the authority t o  say 
that a person is immoral, and win make that person 
go illtr, court to prove his or her morality. Even in 
+he Court of Appeal have more than one judge 
sitting. 

When Tve read clauses 3 and 4 and read the com- 
parative list, we see +hat this idea is a bralld new one. 
We not copy that from anywhere else, We 
-hculd allol" no thing to happen. T am sur- 
prised to  see that members of the zIonse let clause 
3 pass. I am not wholn the Rlinister should 

as a conlmittee, but let there br a conll~ittpe 
let hlle Social \\-elfarc Officer be ;tt least 0x1 

the committee. If you have a committee of five in- 
telligent persons they will know everyone in 
bados. There i ~ ,  no guarantee that that will be true 

c~btained such reports and carry out such interviews. 
Does the Commissioner of Police go out to see 
whether a man can drive a motor car or not to know 
u-h'ether he should give that man a driving licence? 
?'he Commissioner of Police, according to the law, is 
the person to do it. The Commissioner of Police only 
signs the driving licence. Some corporal of Police 
goes out with the man to see whether he is good 
ellough to get a licence, and if the man is good enough 
to get a licence7 the corporal comes back and says 
ho and the Commissioner of Police signs the licence. 

For the effective carrying out of this Act the 
Minister can make regulations. These regulations 
will say what Persons are fit to be guarcliansi but 
J'OU must enquire in order to find out whether the 
people are married, %lhether they are religlOus* 4 
whether they are able to support the person 
"r "hether the person is using the meam of adoption 
to counteract his employment of someone. Some 
people make a racket of Even in Great 
Britain and in Metropolitan countries, there are inang 
people want adopt a rather than 

of the Social Welfare Oflieer. I cmploy a domestic servant. You must therefore 

Tl,is the responsibility ryuare,J. on have somebody to make enquiries in  order to find out 
the shoulders of the Social Wdfare Officer. That is IThether people want to I lwong. a;m seconding the motion for the postpone- love Or want free 

merit this clause, I anl s0r.y that bun. members 1 "mants; therefore, YOU make regulations whereby 

wllo feel about this clause as they do, did not say 1 the particular 
making investiga- 

that in the course of the debate on the second read- l tions has to be guided. Human beings being human 

inp, and let us send the Bill to a select h~ings, allybodv can make a mistake. What is better 
therefore, than a judicial tribunal when a person 

and save the time of the House. 
Hon. G. 13. ADABlS: J merely want 1~ correct makes a mistake? What is wrong in  going to the 

Court of Appeal or to the Chief Justice, should any- 
some misquotations. I do not know if something is thing not meet with your 
wrong with my brain. I said to read the whole Bill. member is if he does not question 

4 

The Bill makes provision for the making of regu- , Q ,  critinire; but having been given an explanation, I 
lations. Under tile old system the Governor-in-Ex- appeal to hen. members to make use of their 
eclltive Committee was responsible for making the monsense and to see things for themselves. In this 
regulations. w i t h  Ninisterid Status the making of case the department would make the en- 
regulations becomes the duty of the Minister, other- quiries but there is nothing wrong if the Social Wel- 
wise you are not running a Ministerial Government- fare -Officer came enquiri.es to be made. would 
This House ~ a s s e d  an Act giving the Governor-@- be w m g  if you ask a SanitaV Inspector: "Tell me 
Executive Committee the right to delegate its dutiw. &at you know about such and such a person?" Or 
If you did not do that, yon could say, strictly of a sergeant of the distrid making out a report of 
speaking, that the Act says the ~~ve rnor - in -Ex-  those people. As I have said, the Social WeEme 
+cntive Committee and i t  is the (.hvernor-in-Ex- Officer does not have to do i t  herself. But although 
ecutive Committee. she may ask a sergeant or anybody else she may still 
7.05 p m .  make a mistake. I say "sh~e" because obviously the 

If the Executive Committee has t o  decide which person in charge of that department is Miss Ame. 
tenantry road is to be done first, it delegates lt to the However, i t  is no good talking of one person making 
particular Minister to make the decision. Ebw would these enquiries, because as soon as you say one per- 
you run a Ministerial system if YOU did not allow 3011, YOU kill the whole essence of Ministerial system. 
the particular Minister concerned to make that You might, remember that last week when we weye 

$ 

ciecision? Each Minister is responsible for his depart- debating the Resolution for  a sum of money to ye- 
nlent, though the Government collectively is ulti- furbish Government House, the minute that I point- 

b 

rnately responsible. out to th'e hon. Sen. member for  St. Philip although 
The hon. member has completely misquoted it. he is obstinate, that he was wrong in asking that 

The law says the Social Welfare, Department; and the Executive Committee would have to see if a r' 

that would mean that the Minister can override the carpet is worn out before i t  was replaced, he backed 
decision of the Head of that department. When you down immediately from what he was saying. I point- 
3lention the technical head of the particular depart- ed out to him that the Public Works Department has 
ment, does not the hon. member see that you must to see after it. The Head of the Department may 
eby somebody? If the Chief Justice postponed cot necessarily have gone into all details of the mat- 
sentenee on somebody in order t o  h d  out something ter himself, and that is what I mean when I talk of 
of that person, what does he do 4 He uses somebody filinigterial system. 
of the Social Welfare Department to go out and I n  this matter the Hon. Minister of social Services 
make the enquiries into the background of the per- has to say what is to be taken into consideration son's family in  order to SW whether that person hefore a p p r o ~ n g  or disapproving of adoption. 
can profit by leniency, or whether he should bind thal r i l l  put on the Agenda of the Eaemtive committee 
person Over Or end him jail. Equally is that  SO, 811 the regulations which are made about it. ~h~ rego- if somebody makes application to adopt a child. What lations will come up  and we will then say whether 
is the of thr Head of the social Welfare Depart- nc agree with them, and the social wevare D ~ ~ ~ ~ -  
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Clause 6 of this Bill says this : 
"Where the Social Welfare Officer for  any 

reason decides that an infant should not be placed 
in the care and possession of a person desirous of 
adopting the infant he shall give notice i n  writing 
to that person of his intention not to place the infant 
in his care and possession." 

The Social Welfare department in Trinidad in- 
vestigatm this matter; I am not saying that it should 
be any Probation Officer, and it is not a matter of 
Government policy as to who should adopt a child. 
I t  is not a case of repairing this tenantry road and 
not that one. It must not be Government policy 
for  saying that So and So should not adopt a child. 
The interference by a Minister does not come in, in 
the same way the policy of the Government is, to 
permit the adoption of children; their policy is em- 
bodied in this Act. But  do not let the hon. member 
say "who under the sun is the better person for 
making investigations?" The Social Welfare De- 
partment in Trinidad is making the investigation; if 

lnellt would be guided by those regulations. The 
Hon. Minister of Social Services is the person in  this 
particular case, who will draft regulations for the 
r?pproval of his CoLleagues on the Executive Commit- 
tee as to the procedure that you must adopt, A per- 
son of his own sweet will cannot say, "1 do not 
want you to be a guardian.7' As I have said, because 

collective mponsibility, all these things come 
before all of us; but the Hon. Minister of Social 
Services in this particular case is going to be in  the 
position of over-ruling a decision of the Social W d -  
fare Officer. I repeat that with Ministerial system, 
the Hon. Minister of Social Services will be the per- 
son who will make the regulations to guide the Social 
Welfare Officer in making hter decisiom. 
7.15 p.m. 

When Mr. Rex Gill was a member of this House 
lie drafted a Bill for the Adoption of children and 
I was asked to see after i t ;  but i t  is wrong to give 
the impression that we are doing something haphaz- 
ardly, and that we are not considering all the sec- 
tions which have come before this House. We have 
got all the information we could get in connection 
with thi8 Bill; we have compared the Trinidad Act 
and the English Act, and I say that there is no 
clanger under the present set-up of any sole action 
being taken by the Social Welfare Officer. 

Under the Public Utilities Bill the House said 
that even on the question of fact, matters should 
he referred to the Chief Justice. When licences to sell 
liquor are being issued, thr Magistrate makes a 
decision and you have the right of appeal. I ask: 
v~hat  is wrong with the principle underlying this 
Eill? - Nothing. And as fa r  as having an  adjourn- 
ment of this matter is concerned, do we want to 
Ir'ave a n  adjournment to come back with the same 
thing? 

Mr. LEWIS:  I am asking the hon. member 
not !to confuse the two issues; on the question of 
making the investigation the Hon. Minister of Social 
Servica read out a note from Trinidad concerning 
the working of the Act, and i t  says that the socjal 
Welfare Department has rendered valuable mrvlce 
in connection with the working of the Trinidad Act. 
He is stressing the investigation too n~uch. I 
am saying that right in  the Act you have that the 
Social Welfare Department must make the investi- 
gation. I say: let the Clerk of the Committee be a 
member of the Social Welfare Department and let 
the Chairman of the Committee be the Social Welfare 
Officer. Under this Act it is the Social Wellare 
Officer who makes investigations and it is the Social 
Welfare Officer alone who has to make the decision 
&bout the suitability of persons. If that is not meant 
iu this Bill I would like to know what is meant. -- A- ----- 

I can see that the argument about the Public 
TTorks used by the honourable member is not on all 
fours with the present case. I can envisage that on 
many ocoasions the Social Welfare Officer may be 
guided 6y his or her own opinion and not by the 
Regulations. There is no provision made in the Biil 
for  a committee; and i t  is wrong to suggest that 
the Minister will be referred to, and that the Min- 
ister can override the Social Welfare .Officer. If tha 
Minister can override the Act that will be uncon- 
stitutional. 

That is dangerous, Sir. You cannot establish a. 
law and then override it. The Minister can make 
regulations but the aotual Bil! has no provision made 
for that. The House is right to suggest that you put 
in  the Act the power of the Minister to appoint a 
committee. He should appoint a committee. That 
is within the Minister's power or i t  should be. 

Mr. BRANCKER : Mr. Chairman, I believe that 
before the adjournment I heard the Hon. Minister 

you have a Committee the Social Welfare depart- 
ment makes the investigations, but when a decision 
is made nobody can blame the Minister of Social 
Services or the Minister of Education; there is a 
Board before which the investigation is made. I n  
Trinidad after the Social Welfare Department h a  
made its investigations, it is a decision of a Board 
of five pielrsons appointed by the Governor and 
the Social Welfare Officer can be one of those per- 
sons. We know more about that system i n  Barbados 
than anybody in the outside world. This is not a 
question of a Committee investigating 3 money vote 
for carpets at  Government House or anything like 
that; this is a decision as to the suitability of the 
person. I t  is not Government Policy a t  all. If you 
leave this decision to one person, you might find 
that person giving a child to an  undeserving person. 
;'hat is another danger. I am only making capital 
of the negative results, because the person who is 
deeided against by this one person, has to appeal to 
the Court to establish their suitsibilit~, and 1 feel 
that is wrong. We are not accustomed to that sort 
13 dictatorial policy in Barbados. One can readily 
imagine a man like Mr. John Beckles and many other 
c-'ersons being interested in  the very type of work; 
they might know intimately the person who is doing 
the adopting and the infaazt to be adopted 
If there is one Committee you want, i t  is a 
Committee for making recommendations for adop- 
tion. Lct us know that niore than one person is 
responsible for a decision so that we can say that 
somebody is "for" or "against;" because if there 
is only one person, there is only one point of view 
and the thing is done. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: I realise that  the Hon. Premi- 
er's emphasis on the constitutional issue is rather 
sincere; but there is one weakness in his argument. 
I t  is a weakness of all people to forget the weahem 
of human nature. The Hon. Minishr is responsible 
for regulations; the Social Welfare Officer has to 
be guided by the regulations which the Hon. &Iinis- 
ter is responsible for, but the Social Welfare Officer 
is not bound to be so guided. The Social Welfare 
Officer is a human being. You cannot leave one per. 
son to make the decision and be satisfied &at he o r  
she is going to be guided by those regulations. How 
many people who ought to have been guided by 
regulations have not been guided by those re$&- 
tions? That is the weakness of the Premier's entire 
argument; I appreciate his argument, but m are 
safe in having a Committee appointed to make t h  
decision. I t  is more liable for  a C o q i t t e e  to be 
guided by regulations than for  any one person t o  
be guided by them. 
7.25 n m. 



af Hoeial 'Services appear to concede to the point of 
view expressed by the hoaoqrable senior member EOI 
the City when the Mi&ter enquired across the 
tbble whether putting in the Social Welfare Depart- 
ment would be more acceptable than the provision tc 
put  the sole power in the hank of the Social Welfare 
Offioer. 

If I heard the Won. Minister aright on that 
occasion, I think th  t his mind is proceeding along 
very sound lines. a he Bill that is before us, if it 
passes through all three branches of the Legislature, 
(that is, if i t  passes this Housa and the Other Place 
g d  is approved of by the Queen's representative,) 
v,ill become an Act; qnd there can be no denying 
jhqt if this becomes an Act, despite any conventions, 
you cqnnot preveqt the Svcial Welfare Officer under 
this section from deciding that so and so should not 
be placeq in care of a child. If the would-be adopter 
is grieve@, he or she has the privilege of going be- 
fore the Assistant Court of Appeal. 

1 pass over any criticisxn which one may hear or 
read sow-a-days of that venerable institution. Mncb 
as the overcrowded Bar might appreciate this fur- 
ther  source of inconle or Revenue, I do not myself 
regard this Court as the best tribunal or the most 
fitting instrument to decide a matter of this kind; 
or to revi,ew the decisions of whomsoever will be the 
authority t o  arrive a t  those decisions. 

That an Adoption Act is, necessary, few will dis- 
agree. That the present Bill is substantially a reas- 
onable and workable one, few will disagree, for as 
will be rem,embered, i t  passed its second reading 
without much difficulty. But there is no denying 
the fact that as regards this placing of power and 
fhis granting of legislative sanction to the Social 
'*Welfare Officer to make mrtain decisions and to do 
cer$ain things, one cannot help feeling that even if 
the present Social Welfare Officer were not, as i t  is 
alleged, a South African, and even if she were not a 
person who for some reason or other has made her- 
self almost universally unpopular in this country, 
one cannot help feeling, as I haver said, that whoever 
tne person was holding this post, it would be much 
better and one would feel much happier having an 
elected representative of the people (the obvious one 
being the Minister of Social Services) granted the 
legal power ~vhich this Bill seeks to grailr tc thc 
Social Welfare Officer. That power, I say, should bs 
in the hands of the Minister and an advisory conl- 
mittee. 

There is nothing wrong with that suggestion. 
T e  have read of the appointment of the Hospital 
Advisory Committee, or rather, its coatinuation. 
Obviously if the Minister is advised by such a com- 
uittee which will be composed of local people, a mad 
like Mr. John Beckles will be on such a committee. 
Mrs. Symmonds, J.P., is another obvious person; a ~ d  
if i t  is suggested that such a committee could not ad- 
vise and decide on who is fitting to be an adopter, 
no one else, whether from South Africa or elsewhere, 
would be fitting to give such a decision. Persons v&o 
have beep dealing with little children for sa Inany 
years, and who belong to this cauntry, are the ob- 
-,.ious persons to arrive at  decisions in a matter CS 
this sort. 

'h would not for one moment say that the Social 
Welfare Officer should not be on the committee. 
She should be on the committee by rwon of her 
office, if for no other reason. But  there are Barba- 
dbw who would @OW the people and who woulct 
easily find out about people, hecause t+ will be 
sble to get eviaence from people who know the xonld 
l ~ e  adopters. 

Although, as I said, I heard the Hon. Minister 
enquire aboyt putting in the Social Welfare De- 
pa,rtment, 1 am not sure that i t  is a department. 1 
do not think that we can go further than to say the 
Social Welfare Office. Under Head 41 of the C'oloaitr~ 
Estimates i t  is referred to as Social Welfare; but on 
the other hand, if the Hon. Minister regards, i t  as a 
department an'd if that nomenclature is proved to be 
correct, I have no objection. 

I t  is a matter of not putting this decision solely 
m the hands of the Social Welfare Officer. There 
again, Mr. Chairman, if we just leave i t  to the de- 
partment and the departmsent has a Head, we knon 
how i t  is with Heads of Departments and subordin- 
,,ies, and it will still be the decision of the officer who- 
is the Head of the Department. and who is responsl- 
ble to no one. 

When this Bill becomes law it will give certizii, 
powers which cannot be taken away, except by othei 
dcts of legislation. So if the Hon. Minister of dociai 
Services will give thia matter consideratiion I see no 
reason why he should not agree on further reflection 
thqt i t  i s  not desirable that we should give legislative 
authority to any particalar officer to come to certain 
,Iecisions subject only to appeal to the Coyrt. 

As I have said before, the Court of Appeal is: 
riot the best tribunal to give a decision on a matter 
of this kind. Their time is spent or should b,e spent 
in Iooking up points of law qnd deciding op f q t s  
The matter that we are discussing would be some- 
where off their beaten track. I can really see no harm 
in the proprosal that this matter be postponed fur- 
ther, and that the Hon. Minister give more nldiure 
consideration to the point raised. The purpose of hav- 
ing the 24 of us here is that from a multitude o~ 
counsel, a certain amoant of wisdom will %e mainly 
forthcoming. - r.35 p.m. 

Leaving out the personality of the Social Wel- 
fare Officer, it should be conceded that i t  is not the 
must admirable thing to give the particular officer 
legislative power. Despi$ whatever are the conven- 
tions in tlie constitution of Ministerial system, you 
still have your laws some of which even run connter 
to your system. You might risk dismissing someone 
or you might risk controversy. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, this sec- 
tion (Clause 4) has been thoroughly ventilated. You 
have heard arguments from all sides of the Com 
nzittre. I do not want to repeat, what the H011 
Premier has said very forcibly from his knowledge 
of the law. Members should be convinced on the 
point he has raised; but I see the force of i,hc a r m -  
nient that there should not be a single individual who 
should be given this authority, and I will eix-e t.hs 
undertaking that in the framing of the regl~lations 
a regulation be made for the appointment of an 
Advisory Committee. (Cheers). 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Whether that is work- 
$ble or not. the Hon. Leader of the Hoilse has shown 
courage. I have always found him willing to CO- 

>perate. Under the circ.umstances. Mr. Chniman. T 
hep; leave to withdraw my mo'sion. 

Mr. LEWS : Mr. Chairman, 1 wish merelv to  
say that I have never known of any regulation which 
:an be made to ovedde a statui;?. T hope sorndhipg 
wi l l  be pnt  in  Section 31 to  give you authority t o  
set up att. Advimrv Cornittee 

The, qnestion that Clause 4 stand p a r t w a s  put  
%ad resolved in the affirmativn without division. 

Clause 5: was called and ~assed .  
Clause 6 was called. 
It reads as follows :- 
"Where the &cial Welfare Officer for any 

reason decides that an Mant should not be placed in 
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the care and passessiun of a pemn desirous of adopt- clauses 10 and 11. were cailed separately anci 
ing the infant he shall give notice in  writing to that 
rerson of his inteption not to place the infant in  his 
care and possession." Glauses 12 to 15 iuclusive were called and pasyd. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. C'UMMINS: 1 'beg to move thaz C l a w  16 was caJled. 
Clause 6 stand part. Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMikUNS: i beg to move that 

Hon. M. E. COX : 1 beg to second that. C:lause IG stand part  of the Bill. 
Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Chairman, so far  as Clausz Hon. M. E. COX: I beg EQ second tbat. 

Ci is coqcerned, I am wondering if in order to carry Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman,-I would like to 
out the promise made by* the Hon. Minister, he would at is meant by these w$ords vhich are in 
be willing to insert something like the following ia in sub-clause 2 02 t,& Cbme. The words 
this Clause :- are: "Or, if executed outside the island by a person 

"Where the Social Welfa~e  Officer on the advics ch class as may be prescribed." I know i t  
tendere~d him by  a7z(yl Corr~dttee appiwtetl un@r arzy something can 'be signed by the Chief Jus- 
regulation nzade ulzder this Act for any reason decides do not understand what i~ meaint bj 
that an  infant should not be placed in  the care and person, in the words in byackets. In  
possession of a person desirous of adopting the infant thing you might hem in this House, some- 
he shall give notice in writing to that person of his year or two h* elapsed, the opportunity 
intention not to place the infant i n  his care and orrect an error; but everybody thought 
possession. ' ' when it was passed. 

Let us put in something like what I have put MS : Our Evidence Act says that 
in between the words "Officer7' and '<for any reason. ' ' attested in a particular way, 
Certainly, if you are going to appoint an Advisory 
Cmwittee you should put i t  in  the Act. in the United States of Amx-  

The question that Clause 6 part was put yourself as having made it, q d  The 
a ~ l d  resolved in  the affirmative withaut division. the Seal and the signature of the 

Clauses 7 and 8 were called separately and . There may be some countries in 
y assed. sul, and certain documelrts are 

Clause 9 was ealleg. It reads as  fo;llows :- If a document is executed out- 
9 (1) Any person given a notice by the Social vidence Aot @ready describes 

Welfare Officer under the flrovisions of sections six one. I n  China I think you have to 
or eight of this Act, may within five days of the or something Like that. However 
receipt of a qotice so given appeal to the Assistant 
Court of Appml in its appeJlate jurisdictiop. 

(2)  Section fifty-one of the As4stant Court 
of qppeal  Act, 1900 shall, with the necessary modi- 
fications apply in relation to an appeal under thie 
section a,s if the notice given by the Social Welfare 
Officer undelr the provisions of section six and eight 
of this Act were the decision of a Police Magistrate 

(3) Where the appeal relates to a notice 
glven under section six of this Act and on the deter- 
mination of the appeal it appears to the Court that 
the infant concerned may be placed in ths care an3 
possession of the appellant, the Court may so order 
aud such order shall have the same effect as a decision 
taken by the Social Welfare Officer to place an  infant 
in the care and possession of a person desirous of 
adopting the infant. 

(4) Where the appeal relates to a notice 
given pnder sectian ei'ght of this Act, and on the 
determination of the appeal it appears to the Court 
that the infant should be returned to the care and 
possession of the appellant, the Court may so orde'r 
arid such order shall have the effect of preventincg 
the Social Welfare Officer from again removing the 
infant from the care and possession of the appellant 

( 5 )  If  on the determination of any appeal 
under this section it appears to the Court that any 
notice given by the Social Welfare Officer was in the 
circusls%ances just?fied, it shall make an  order con- 
firming his action. 

(6) Any order made by the Court unde? 
this section shall be final. 

Hon. Dr. H .  G. CUMMINS : 1 beg to move that 
Clause 9 stand part. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIE?: I n  .sub-Section ( 2 )  you are talk- 

jng of appealing against a notice. I n  my @piaim 
Mr- Chairman, you do not appeal against a notiw. 

appeal against a decision amd you have just said 
that you we appeqlisg against a decision. 

The question %ha% C l a w  9 stand part was; put. 
an? resolved in the a h a t i v e  without division. 

have tlo say i s  "here is the seal 9" 
S that whatever class may ne pre- 

scribed in a particular country, if the document is 
~t tes ted  in that way, it will be accepted by a Court 
~vithout any further proof. 

The question that Clause 16 stand part of the 
Bill was put and resolved in  the affima$ive without 
division. 

Clauses l 7  to 25 inclusive were called and 
passed. 

Clause 26 was called. 
Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: I beg to move that 

('lausc 26 stand part of the Bill. Under this clause 
the hon. junior member for the City raised some 
o'bjection to the use of the words "adopted person" I 
think i t  was. T would like to ask the hon. member 
what his point was under this Clause. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman,- I wmted to know 
whether we should not use the term "adopted child" 
instead of "adopted infant". (After a panse). 
I would suggest that we postpone the consideration 
of this Clause and get on with the lothers. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS': Mr. Chairman,- I 
aqk leave to postpone the consideration of Clauses 
26 and 27. 

There being no object'im, leave was granted the 
Hon. Minister to postpone the consideration of these 
Clauses. 

Clause 28 was called. 
Hon. Dr. N. C .  CIRMMINS: I beg to  move that 

Clause 28 stand   art of the Bill. 
Hon. M. E. COX: 'I beg to second that. 

7.55 mm. 
Mr. LJCmf4: Mr. Chairman, - We must re. 

mwber  to ebapse this word "probably" which W 
curs in line 4 of paragraph (a) of Sub-Clause, (a). 
'I think that the word is intended to be "rprobable". 

Gla~1~es 28 to XO inclusive were called and 
a q e d  tp. 

Clause 31 was alle$. 
f i o n .  Dr. l$. G. C w q 8 :  I beg to move tbatt 

Clause 31 stand  art. 
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S Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
&fr. LEWIS,: Mr. Chairman,- I am asking the 

hon. member now, whether he would agree to add 
a paragraph E " . setting out exqctly the promise 
that he made to the House. I want to know wlletller 
he would add a paragraph "E" to the effect that 
regulations would be made for the setting up of an  
i'ldvisory Committee. Such Committees are specially 
mentioned in Acts. 111 this Section you have a gen- 
erality and withsout prejudice to that generality you 
have paragraphs "B", "C" & ('D''. I think that 
4 1  7 7 ,  E should be inserted to say that you are making 
provision for the appointment of an Advisory Com- 
niittee to assist the S'ocial Welfare Officer in the 
proper working of the Act. I think the Government 
would be on safe grounds to do that, and I am now 
making that suggestion. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS : Mr. Chairman,-One 
of the things that we have to learn is, that we should 
not make ad  koc amendments to anything. I am not 
a draftsman, and I might do something which is 
quite improper. I have given this Committee an un- 
tiertaking that I will see that provision is made 
for such a Committee when the regulations are be- 
ing drafted. I t  seems to nle that the hoi~. member IS 

afraid that I will not honour my undertaking. 
1Kr. LEWIS: It is no such thing. I am only re- 

minding the Hon. Minister that when he comes to set 
up the h d v i a o ~ ~  Committee under the regulations, he 
may find himself in a corner. I did not say that I 
doubted him. If my suggestion is superfluous or 
ignorant the Other Place will cut i t  out. I think that 
when he mentions his intentions to the Law Officers 
cf the Crown he will find that they might tell him 
that i t  would have been better, if he had made prlo- 
vision for so doing in the Bat. That, is all. If the regu- 
lations do not come here, or if they come here I will 
still have an opportunity of telling him that he did 
not do what he promised to  do if that is the case. 

The question that Clause 31 stand part was put 
and agreed to with division. 

Clauses 33 to 39 inclusive were called and agreed 
to. 

The Schedule was called and agreed to. 
8.05 p.m. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMNIKS: I suggest that we 
rlow revert to  Sections 26 and 27. I think that the 
fears of the hon. member are set at  rest by the defini- 
tion of "infant. " The definition says l 'infant" 
nieans a person under twenty-one years of age; but 
does not include a person who is or has been mar- 
lied. I t  seems to me that the word "person" a s  used 
in these two S'ections also refer to that. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman, I am not question- 
ing that. I am very glad to hear that it is quite in 
order; but I would like to say that from my reading, 
if I m! to  understand it, >.on will have to define the 
word "person" not 'infant. " It 1s said that an 
infant is a p e m a  under that age, but it does not say 
that a person means an infant or a child under that 
age. 

The question that Clause 26 stand part was put 
and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

On motion of Hon. Dr. H. Q. C U M ~ S ,  secondpd 
by Hon. M. E. Cox, the CHAIRMAN mported the pass- 
ing of the Bill in Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

On separate zotions of Hon. Dr. H. C. CUM- 
MINS, seconded by Hon. N. E. Cox in  each cw, the 
Bill was read a third time and passed. 

LEAVE GRANTED TO TAKE ORDER NO. 7 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I am ask- 
ing leave to take Order No. 7 as the next Order of 
the Day. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE ALLOCATION 
OF BALANCE OF STABILIZATION FUND 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order KO. 7 stands in the 
name of the Hon. Minister af Agriculture, Lands 
and Fisheries:-To move the passing of the follow- 
ing Resolution : Resolution to approve the allocation 
of the balance of the Sitabilization Fund, 1954, among 
producers of Fancy Molasses. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, this is mere- 
ly a formal Resolution implementing the decision of 
the Fancy Molasses Control and Marketing Board. 
Under Section 10 of the Barbados Fancy Molasses 
Production and Export Act, 1937, as, has been set ont 
in the Addendum, the Board has recommended thrrt 
the balance of the Stabilization Fund, 1954, shoulci 
be allocated among producers of Fancy Molasses, 
as set out in the Resolution. 

The Governor-in-Executive Committee agrees 
with the recommendation of the Board, and this 
R,esolution is placed before the Legislature in accord- 
ance with the provision of the Act. 
h I have said, this is merely a formal matter. 

All the mechanics in connection with this particular 
Resolution have been worked out by the Board, and 
the Bead has recommended that the balance d the 
Stabilization Fund of 1954 shall be allocated among 
proc!ucem of Fancy M~l~asses at  the rate of -6164 
cents a gallon on every gallon produced. This ia 
the usual annual Resolution which comes before this 
Chamber, and I think all honourable members are 
fully conversant with it. I beg to move that this 
Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Speaker, I do not know 

who is responsible, but I feel a meeting should be 
called soon so that the allocation of quotas to the 
various Syrup Factories may be made as  early as  
possible. I would like that meeting called before 
January. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, the honourable 
member who has just sat down is a member of the 
Fancy Molasses Control and Marketing Board. I an1 
suggesting that he see the Director of Agricultur,: 
or the Clerk of the Board about the matter he referred 
to, because the calling of a meeting of that Board is 
is not the concern of this House. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, in fix- 
ing the Order Paper for the next meeting, Committee 
of Supply should be mlade the First Order of the Day, 
and the rest of the Order Paper should be as the 
House do now .adjourn until next Tuesday the 30th 
instant a t  three o 7 c l ~ k  p.m. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to second that. 

Replies To Questions 

Mr. LiEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I am taking the op- 
portunity on the motion for the adjournment to 
enquire, whether i t  is in order under Ministerial 
set-up for virtual answers to Questions to be pub- 
lished by way of a statement of Government policy 
in the Press before those answers are laid on the 
Table of the House. I make this observation, because 
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ernment at t i tudkwas that i t  had to -await the 
decision of the British Government in connection 1 

the Government may dimover that i t  is doing what J being treated with discourtesy; I would have antici- 
regard as a discourtesy to honourable members. 1 pated his questions by making a statement before 

junior member for St. John wanted to speak on 
l heard in this House recently that the honourable he asked the question. 

To-night I intended making a statement deal- 
something and he was ruled out of order, because ing with certain educational matters; I have not 
the subject on which he wanted to speak was a Ques- however completely drafted what I intended to say, 
tion which was given notice of in this House. and therefore I have postponed the making of that  

While 1 am all for the giving of information to statement until next Tuesday. 
the Press and giving i t  freely and as fully as possible. 
I am asking whether i t  is in order for the subject Lord S h n ' s  Report 
of a Question asked in this House to be printed in 
the newspaper ars something of the policy of the Gov- I merely want to say while I am on my feet, 
ernment, before the questioll & answered. 1 do not that as  a result of his visit here Lord Simon felt 
know all the conventions; we are adopting them ari that the population question was so important that 
we go on. The Question that I an1 referring to was he would like to hear the views of honourable m m -  
given notice by my colleague and i t  was in respect bers on i t ;  and I suggested that we should get copies 
to people of Barbados emigrating to England. I am to members of both ECouses of the Legislature and 
merely drawing attention to it, so that if i t  is a he has also sent copies of the Report to the Editor 
oversight i t  may be stopped. As 1 have said, I am of the i4dvocate. (Mr. L E w I s :  I hope that  those 
in agreement with the giving of information as soon copies have been circulated with your permission, 
as possible; but if the iafomation the of Mr. Speaker). I want to say here that  the trouble 
a Question in this House, I am if i t  is the with the honourable junior member for the City 
right and proper thing to publish a statement in the. is not that he does not know a lot of things, but he 
Press before the Reply is laid in the House. I thi& knows them wrong. I merely draw to y o u r    on our's 
the member asking the should have got a attention that this Document is not an  official docu- 
copy of the published statement sent to him by the ment, but i t  is considered that  both Houses of the I particular ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ .  I do not like to see us accepting , Legislature being so interested in the question of 
conventions, and then the Government breaking them ( popdation, they like have the Report 

with people going to England; and that we are 
sympathetic with the idea of lending people money 
t o  go to England, but we had to worl< out details. 
I told the honourable senior member for the City 
that I intended to make a personal statement on 
the floor of the House in  this connection. I also told 
my colleague that I would make that statement on an 
appropriate occasion like the motion for the adjourn- 
ment of the House ; therefore the honourable 
senior member f o ~  the aty knew before he asked 
the questions which he has asked, that I would 
make the statement. However I just forgot last 
Tuesday night and i t  was thought advisable to 
make that statement in a Press communique. I 
could even anticipate the honourable member ask- 
ing those questions. I -?ant to say that i t  is not a 
question of his having asked those questions and 

8.15 p.m. 
I do not want us to adopt conventions and then 

break them; we hear that a matter is the subject of 
a question and i t  is ruled as out of order to discuss 
it before the answer is given in the proper way, 
but then you see the virtual answer to a question 
is put in the newspaper. We have started Minis- 
terial Status and i t  does not seem to be the policy 
of the Government to have Ministers on the various 
Boards; i t  did not seem to be the policy of the Gov- 
ernment to appoint a Leader of the Opposition. Mr. 
Speaker, the Marshal has just referred me to Rule 
142 but I would like to know exactly to what that 
applies now. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I do not see that there 
is anything wrong in the ~~~~~~~~t announcing 
policy, even a N h o ~ g h  hono.urabla members may 
have asked questions . I heard a statement of policy 
made in the House of Commons before I left Lon- 
don. It has b e a  made clear to the honourable senior 
member for the city, that no specific policy had ye+ 
been laid down bv the Government although the Gov 
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made ; and he thought that Barbados and India were 
the two places which could teach the world most 
about the population problem. That is why he came 
here and made that Report, so that whatever can be 
given in the way of advice might be given. I would 
say that the honourable junior member for  the City 
knows the Rules of the House backwards. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I am prepared to bow to what 
the honourable member has said; but I want to point 
out that nothing can be put before honourable mem- 
bers of this House whether i t  is laid as a document 
or otherwise, without Your Honour's permission. 
No Marshal or Clerk can lay anything before b n -  
~ u r a b l e  members unless they do i t  with Your Hon- 
our's permission. 

Mr. GODDARD: I should like to say that  
when the honourable senior member for the City 
asked those questions, he actually intenced asking 
them the lveek before; but he came in the 
'00 late to ask them- I only mention that  by the 
way; i t  is not that the member prepared 
the Questions after consultation with the Hon. 
Premier. the 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I put the question for  
the adjournment, I have the honour to discharge 
the following Select Committees :- 

The Select Committee appointed to consider 
and prepare a Draft Reply to His Excellency the 
Governor's Speech; the Select Committee appointed 
to consider and recommend the names of persons 
to serve on the various Boards and Committees; and 
the Select Committee appointed to consider and 
prepare a draft Reply to the Governor's Deputy's 
Message No. 26/1954 regarding an Intra-Regional 
Shipping Service. 

The question that  this House do now adjourn 
until this day week a t  3 o'clock p.m. was put and 
resolved in the affirmative without division and Mr. 
SPEAKER adjourned the House Accordingly. 
8.25 p.m. 




