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House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION 1954—55

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 5th October, 1954.

Pursuant to adjournment the House of Assembly
met at 3 o’clock p.m. to-day.

Present :

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HusBaNDs, (Speaker) ;
Hon. Dr. H. G. Cummins, M.D., C.M., (Minister of
Social Services), His Honour Mr A. E. 5. Lewis,
(Deputy Speaker); Hon. M. E. Cox, (Mimster of
Communications, Works and Housing), Hon. R. G.
Mavre, (Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour),
Messrs J. B. T BRANCKER, L. E. Suirs, J.P,
(Chairman of Committees), 0. T. ALLpER, Hon. C. E.
TaLMA, (Mimister of Agmculture Lands and Fisher-
1es) and Mrs. E. E. BoURNE.

Prayers were read.
MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to inform
the House that the Minutes of the Meeting of the
21st September, 1954, have been printed and eireu-
lated, and if there is no objection, those minutes will
be taken as read and confirmed.

There being no objection the Minutes were taken
as read and confirmed.

PAPERS LAID

By Command of His Excellency the Governor
the following Papers were laid :—

Hon’ble Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS:
MESSAGE NO. 25/1954.

His Ea;oellency the Gm)erfnor
) To
The Honourable the House of Assembly

His Execellency tke Governor has the honour to
inform the Honourable the House of Assembly that
Her Royal Highness The Princess Margaret will visit
Barbados early next year during the course of a tour
of the British West Indies. Her Royal Highness, who
will travel in Her Majesty’s Yacht ¢‘Britannia’’, will

also visit Trinidad, Grenada, Antigua, Jamaica and
the Bakamas.

R. D. H. ARUNDELL,
Governor.
Government House,
Barbados,
1st October, 1954.

Report on the Treatment of Offenders for the
year 1953.

Hon’ble M. E. COX:

MESSAGE NO. 26/1954

His Excellency the Governor’s Deputy
to
The Honourable the House of Assembly

His Honour the Governor’s Deputy has the
honour to inform the Honourable House of Assembly
that the eighth meeting of the Regional Eeonomie
Committee held in Barbados from the 22nd to 25th
June, 1954, recommended that the Governments of
the British West Indies should enter into an agree-
ment with the West Indies Navigation Company
Limited for the provision of an intra-regional Ship-
ping Service with the object of improving the com-
munications between the territories concerned.

2. In view of the mnecessity of proceeding
urgently with the matter, the Executive Secretary
of the Regional Economic Committee was authorised
by the representatives of the Governments to nego-
tiate throughk the Colonial Office and with the assist-
ance of the appropriate departments of the United
Kingdom Government the terms of a draft Agree-
ment with the West Indies Navigation Company Ltd.
In order to facilitate progress the Regional Eeo-
nomi¢ Committee also agreed that the Law Officers
of Trinidad should examine the agreement and the
Governor of Trinidad should act as the contracting
party to the agreement on behalf of all the Govern-
1ents concerned.

3. The draft agreement, a copy of Wth}‘ is at-
tached, in the main,

(i) places an absolute obligation on the
Company to provide a regular three-
weekly service for an initial period
of three years. The agreement to be
terminable by six months notice in
writing on either side;
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(ii) enables the company to fix passengers,
fares, freight rates and other charges,
but provision is made for considera-
tion. of Government representations on
behalf of consumer interests. The Com-
pany will kave no privileged position in
this respect vis-a-vig existing commercial
operators;

(iii) requires the company to maintain a ghip
in condition to run the service effi-
ciently. Provision is made for the sus-
pension on abatement of the annual pay-
ment in circumstances of suspension of
service resulting from causes other than
marine cagualties, hostilities etc;

(iv) requires the Company to furnish to the

. Governments - annually its Trading
Accounts, audited Balance Sheet and
Profit and Loss Accounts and othex
information at any time reasonably re-
quired; ‘ 1

(v) provides for the annual payment to the
Company of $240,000 in consideration
of the maintenance of the services and
of their compliance with the termg and
conditions of the Agreement.

(vi) requires the Company to carry mails on
paymeht at prevailing rates;

(vii) provides for the employment as far as
is practicable of West Thdidn crevs;

(viii) provides for a regular periodic review
of the service of the Govérnment and
the Company jointly.

It is proposed thit in due courie lbgisldtion
should be enacted in each of the territories ¢concerned
to give legal effect to the agreement.

4. The draft Agreement in many places (vide
Clauses 1, 2,3 (2),4 (1), 4 (4), 4 (5), 12,18, 14 (2)
conterplates eollective action by the Governments
concerned and it is desirable and in the interests of
each of the Governments that there skhould be some
agreement among themselves ag to the manner in
which decisions binding on each of them in their
contractual relationship with the Company are to be
arrived at, and otherwise regulating relationships
as between themselves. It is therefore proposed that
the Governments agree among thkemselves as fol-
lows :—

(a) that for the purpose of taking any de:
cididii affecting the contractual relations
betiveen the Goverbments and the
Company, a decision shall be regarded
as binding on the Governments if con-
curred in by any Governments whose
annual contributions towatrds the sum
to be paid to the Company under
Clause 6 of the Agreement together
represent 75 per centum the sum ex-
clusive of the amount contributed by
the United Kingdom Governments;

(b) that tke question For determination shall
Be subinitted to each of the Governments
for its eoi}sideratioil and decision either

. by the Executive Secretary of the Re-
gional Economie Committee or by any
of the Governments and that the reply

of each Government shall be addressed |

directly to the Executive Secretary ;
(e) that the Executive Secretary shall re-
cord the decision of each Government.
(d) that the Executive Secretary skall be
" empowerell to act without further de-
3 lay upon comimunieation to him of such
: number of decisions as represent a de-
cision binding on all the Govern-

ments in accordance with paragraph
(a), but that it shall be his duty with-
out delay to forward to each of the
Governments, a report of the decisions
of the several Governments, and of the
collective decisions of the Gtovernments
. for the purposes of the Agrremecnt;
(e) that in the event of any liability or
expenditure being incurred on the part
of the Governments under the Agree-
ment, each of the Governments under-
takes to contribute towards the dis-
charge of that liability or the meeting
of that expenditure a sum which bears
to the amount of the liability or ex-

penditure in question the same pro-

portion which its annual contribution
towards the sum payable to the Com-
pany under Clause 6 of the Agreement
bears to that sum exclusive of the
amount contributed by the TUnifed
Kingdom Government;

(£f) that any right of abatement or refund
accruing to the Governments under the
Agreement shall be shared by the Gov-
ernments in thé Ssameé proportion as is

mentioned in paragraph (e),
5. 1In otdet to dssist in the inauguration of this
Scheme, Her Majesty’s Government has agreed to
mitke 4 bohtribution of $48,000 & year towards the

-annual subsidy to the Company for the jnitial three

vear period. The remainder of the subsidy has been
apportioned between the West Indian Governments;
of this Barbados’ annual contribution will amount to
$21.120.

6. The final stage of the preparation of the
Agreement has now been reached; in order that the
Agreement might be executed on behalf of this Gov-
ernment, the sanction of the Honourable House of
Assembly is sought for this Government’s annual
contribution of $21,120 and for concluding the
Agreement with the Company to the effect in the
attached form and an agreement between the Gov-
ernments as outlined in paragraph 4 of this Meksage.

R. N. TURNER,

Governor’s Deputy.
Government House,

Barbados.
5th October, 1954.

Hon. M. E. COX: T should like at this stage, to
irifolm the IMouse that this is a very urgent mattér.
I would like, if possible, a Select Committee to be
appointed to-day to reply to this Message.

GOVERNMENT ROTICES

Government Notices wéfe given as follows:—

Hon’kle Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Resolution
15 authorise advancés of not thore than $250 in any
particular case being mdde on the warrant of the
Governor-in-Executjve Committee to meet cash pay-
ments on account of incidental expenses and minor
miscellaneous services.

Hon’ble Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Resolution

tc place the sum of $5,775 at the disposal of the Gov~
ernor-in-Executive Committee to supplement “th
Estimates 1954-55, Part I, Current, as shown in
Supplementary Estimate 1954-55, No. 20 which forms
tke Schedule to thg Resolution.

" Hon’ble C. E. TALMA : Resolution to place the
sum of $10,000 at the disposal of the CGovernor-in-
Executive Committee to supplement the Estimates
1954585, Part 11, Capital, as shown in Supplement-

ary Estimate 1954—55, No. 21 which forms the-

Schedule to the Resolution.
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Resolution to approve the Order entitled ‘‘The
Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment) No.
314 Order, 1954.%’ :

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Bill to amend the
Chaplains and Printing Committee Act, 1891.

Notice of my intention to move the Honse into
Committee of Supply at its next meeting to deal with
the Money Resolutions of which notice has been
given to-day.

PRIVATE MEMBER’'S NOFICE
MR. BRANCKER:

To His Excellency, Sir Robert Arundell, Knight
Commander of the Most Distinguished Order of St.

' Michael and St. George, Officer of the most Excel
lent Order of the British Empire, Governor and-

Commander-in-Chief of the Island of Barbados

A vacancy having ogcurred in the General As-
sembly owing to g,Lorenzo, Alézgghﬂe; Williams,
Fisquire, a member for the parish of & Lucy, having
vacated hiy seat, ‘ o,

We, the representatives of the people in General
Assenmibly pray that Your Excellency-in-Executive
fog_n pittee will be pleased to issue a new Writ for
the election of a member to serve in the General
Assembly fop the parish of St. Luey in place of thd
said Lorenzo Alexander Williams. ’

ReppRT

on, Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: T beg to lay the
report of the Seicét C_'nglitteg appointed to prepare
a draft Reply to His Hxcéllency the Govérnor’s Mes-

sage delivered at the opening of the Yegislative Ses-
sion 1954—55. ’

SELECT COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. BRANGKER: Mz Speaker,—I beg to pre-
sent the report of the Select Committee appointed to
¢onsider and tecommend the persons to serve on the

Statitory Boates.
BILL READ A FIRST TIME

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,—1 beg to
move that a Bill to amend the Chaplains’ and Print-
ing Committee Act 1891, be now read a first time.

" Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that.

The motion was agreed to.

€OMMITTEE APPOINTED TO REPLY TO
MESSAGE NO. 26/1954 ON THE INTRA-
REGIONAL SHIPPING SERVICE

Hon. M. BE. CGX:: Mr. Speaker,—I beg to move
that a Select Commitiee be appointed to reply to His
Honour the Governor’s Deputy’s Message No.
26/1954, to the Honourable the House of Assembly,
regarding an intra-regional Shipping Service.

‘Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: T beg to second that.

‘Mr. LEWIS; Before you puf the question, Mr.
Spedker, I should just like to say that at least a Mes-
sage which is deémed to be so urgent, should be
circulated after ‘notice has been given of it today.
We should share the view of the urgeney of this
Message, if we could see what the Message looks like.
‘Certainly, the Message should have beén cyclo-styled,
and hon. members given the courtesy of seeing what
it s,

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 appreciate what the hon.
member has said; but T only received this Message

an hour or so ago, and I have been trying to get cyclo-
styled copies of it made,. .

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker,—I do not
want it to appear as if I am blocking anything, but
1 am asking what is Message No. 26 of 1954% We do
not know what that Message is, and whether the Com-
mittee should be appointed to reply to it, or mnot.
There may not be any harm in the matter; but if
we are appointing a Committee to go into something,
we should know what that matter is. Perhaps the
hon. Minister would be kind enough to enlighten us
as to what that Message is. (Mr. LEWIS: He says
it is in connection with an intra-regional Shipping
service). ’

Hon. M. E. COX: This meszdge deals with
intra-regiénal shipping service in the Caribbean area,

Mr. SPEAKER: The question i8, that a seledt
Committee be appointed to reply to this Message.
Hon. Members in favour of that will please say ‘‘aye’’,
those against please say ‘‘No.”” I think the ‘‘ Ayes’’
have it. Subject to the approval of the House I
appoint the following members to serve as such seleet
Committee :— ‘

The Hon. Minister of Comuaunications, Works
and Housing, (Hen, M. E. Cox.) the hon. sen. mem-
ber for St. John (Mr. Allder) the homn. §én. member
for §t. Luey, (Mr. Brancker), the hon. sén. member
#or the City (Mr. B. D: Mottley), the hon. sefi. mem-
ber for St. Andrew, (Mrs. Betirne) ahd the hon.
jun. member for Christ Church, (Mr. Goddard).
5.35 p.m.

REPLY TO HIS EXCELLENCY'S SPEECH

Hon. Dr. OUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,—Rule 28
of this House reads as follows:— ' )

‘At the first meeting of the House after the day
of the opehing of the session the Chairman of the
Committee appointed te answer the Governor’s
Speech, presenfs the Address prepdred by the Com-
mittee in reply to the same, and moves its being read,
which is seconded; and the Address is read accord:
ingly.”” I beg to move that the draft reply — :

Mr. LEWIS: I rise on a point of Order. That
Rule would apply if the Draft Reply had been brought
in at the last meeting, but not today. )

Mr. SPEAKER: In such eircumstances, I think
it is best that a motion be put.

Hon., Dr. CUMMINS: If hon. members will
agree, T will have 4 cépy of the Repor{ printed and
circulated.

APPOINTMENTS TO STANDING
COMMITTEES

Mr, BRANCKER: Mt ‘Speaker,—I heg: to ask
that the House proceed with the Report of the. Seleet
Committee of semior members of- this House, who
were appointed to make recommendations for the
special Boards. : , )

Mr, LEWIS: I am objecting to leave being
granted. At least, the honourable member should be
able to say that he has cyclo-styled copies of the
Report to put before the House, for us to be able to
proceed with the matter. The honourable member has
not intimated that he has such copies. :

" Mr. GODDARD: I am also objecting to leave.

The' guestion that leave be granted was put-and
resolved in the affirmative, the House dividing as
follows:—" ' .

" Ayes: Hon. Dr. Cummins, Hon. M. E. Cog,
Hon. C. E. Tauma, Hon. R. G. Mapp, Mrs. E. E.
BourNE, Mr. Smire, Mr. BryaN, Mr. BRANCKER, Mr,
VavesaN, Mr. AvLpER—-10,
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Noes: Mr. Lewis, Mr. HaynNes, Mr. E. D.
MorTLeYy and Mr. GODDARD—4,

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker,—]I beg to move
that following on the recommendations of the Select
Committee’s Report, the following be members of the
Printing Committee. 1 take it that it is the desire
of this House to deal with each Board separately.

Printing Committee

Mr. SPEAKER, Mr. BRANCKER, Hon. C. B. TaLwa,
Hon. R. G. Mapp, Mr. F. C. Gopparp and Mr. V. B.
VAUGHAN, '

Mr. VAUGHAN: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Mr. BRANCKER: In accordance with the
recommendations, I beg to move that the following
be the personnel of the Sugar Industry Agricultural
Bank.

Sugar Industry Agricultural Bank

Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKER, Mr. F. L. WALcorT, Mr.
E. D. MortiEY, and Mr. ¥. B. MILLER.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.
3.45 p.m.

Board Of Agriculture

Mr. BRANCKER: I beg to move, in accordance
with the recommendation of the Select Committee,
the following members be the personnel on the Board
of - Agriculture: Mr. J. A. Haynes, B.A.,, Mr. L. E.
Smith, Mr. O. T. Allder and Mr. E. StA. Holder.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : I beg to second the motion.

The question was put and agreed to without
division.

Mr. BRANCKER: Also in accordance with the
recommendation of the Select Committee, 1 beg to
move that Mr. F. L. Walcott be the member of the
House on the Board of Agricultural Credit Societies.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : I beg to seecnd the motion.

The question was put and agreed to without
division.

Agricultural Credit Societies

Mr. BRANCKER: Again, in accordance with
the Select Committee, I beg to move that the members
of this House on the Board of the Peasants’ L.oan
Bank be: Mr. L. E. Smith, and Mr. E. StA. Holder.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : T beg o second the motion.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr., Speaker,—In keep-
ing with the principle which I enunciated, it will
be contrary to my convictions, if I do not express my
view again here. I did it before the Select Commit-
tee was appointed, and also in the Select Commit-
tee. I am sure, hon. members will appreciate that if
I offer opposition to any individual, it will be be-
cause I am offering my opposition on: principle. It is
because I do not agree with the policy of the Gov-
ernment, or with the view expressed in this respeect,
by the Hon. Premier. Also, I do not agree with the
Select Committee in adhering to those views.

I still maintain, despite the argument of the
Premier which was backed up by his Ministers in
Select Committee,— the argument being that this is
a sort of Administrative Board and responsible for
plolicy,—that if by statute, two members of this
House should be on that Board, especially now that
we have a system of Ministerial Government, a mem-

ber of the Opposition, either the organised or in-
dividual opposition, should be a member of the Peas-

ants’ Loan Bank, as they are members of other

Boards.

I maintain, my argument is in keeping with the
policy followed in Great Britain, which the local
Ministers are pledged to follow. It is true, on these
Beards, the Government usually, amd rightly so,
holds the majority of members., It might be argued,
that apart from members of this House being on
these Boards, the Boards also earry Officials ete. In
answer to that, I would say,~—and one should be fully
cognisant of this faet, — whatever view might be
held privately by an official, when he is the Head
of a Department or an official, ard by virtue of his
office he goes on a Board, he will have to carry out
the policy of the Government. I repeat, sir, what-
ever may be a private view of a Civil Servant or an
‘Cfficial, as soon as he becomes a member of the
Board by virtue of his office, his views must be the
views of the Government in power. It is so in the
U.K. with Ministerial Government, and it is so here.

The argument offered by the Premier, and -other
members of the Government, that the laws say that
two members of the House should be on this Board,
and therefore the two should be two from the Gov-
ernment’s side instead of one from the Government
and one from the organised or individual Oppo-
sition, does not hold water. I cannot imagine, any-
one being so stupid, as to think, any Head of a De-
partment or Civil Servant under this new form of

‘Glovernment, can very well say; ‘“this is my view;

and, Mr. Minister of Agriculture, T will vote this
way.’’

It is true, there is hardly much point in making
a nomination here; but if you have a principle, you
must stick to it. I feel, sir, the hon. senior member
for St. Philip or the hon. senior member for St.
John, interested as they are in the predominantly
agricultural areas, and having been in this House
sufficiently long, should have a look in on this Board
and see what is happening. I remember when the
political complexion of this House was different.
One of the main things which members of the Govern-
ment now in power protested against, was that thosc
in power at that time, would never allow other per-
sons to come in and state their views, or look in on
the Boards. There was not even Ministerial Status,
then, where a similar argument would apply. Two
wrongs cannot make a right. As soon as there is
Ministerial Status, you must have two members from
the House along with the officials. As I have said,
the Officials are bound to carry out the policy of the
Government. T beg to move, sir, that the hon. senior
riember for St. Philip be on that Board.

I do not think that any majority of this House,
of the Government, should be on any Board. You
have to look at things clearly and squarely. I repeat,
a member of the Opposition should be placed on this
Board. The hon. senior member for St. John, whom
1 have nominated, is not prepared to be defeated;
but as far as I know, he is not the type of person
who does not like to fight. Realising that he would
be defeated, the hon. member says that he would
not like to face the position; and therefore, I beg
to nominate the hon. senior member for St. Philip
ar a member of the Peasants’ Loan Bank.

Mr. GODDARD: I beg to second that. The
principle has been enunciated, by the Government
members, that the time has come when Ministers must
vacate seats on these Boards. Some Ministers, have
removed themselves from these Boards by resignation
or otherwise. I understand, the Hon. Minister for

#y
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:system, the Minister has charge of everything that

" venience those persons who have to get the comple-

3,55 p.m.

;‘way we can settle this matter,
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Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries has left the Board ; !
but there are on this Board, two members of the
‘Government’s party. However it is right for a
wmember of the Opposition to be on this Board. It may
-seem strange to the public, that members of the
Opposition are excluded from this Board ; and if you
want to remove any suspicion, let us include a mem-
ber of the Opposition on this Board.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I would merely like to
-comment on certain misapprehensions, under which
cortain hon. members have been labouring. The
Peasants’ Loan Bank, in truth and in fact, is a separ-
-ate and distinet entity, which functions not as a
Government Department, but as a limited liability
-ccmpany. Although the question of Ministerial Status
has arisen, one would think, under the Ministeria:

happens at this Board ; but that is not the case where
the Peasants’ Lioan Bank is concerned. The Peasants’
Loan Bank is comprised of two members of the
House of Assembly, one from the Other Place, one
irom the Agricultural Society, and one nominated
by the Governor. Those members function as direc-
tors of a limited liability company. They make ap.
pmntments recommend dismissals, and they see after
‘the running of the Board, awardmw contracts and so
on. It is only after they have made appointments, and
recommended dismissals, that the Minister becomes
aware of them. It is only Government Departments
which function under the Ministerial set up, and not
a limited liability company. I could say a lot more
-on this matter; but T do not think it is necessary to
do so on this oeeasmn If you put a member of the
‘Opposition on the Board, it means that the policy of
the Government would not be carried out.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: T would like to find out,
if it is in order to follow the hon. member’s motion.
‘That would be adding another member to the Board.
(MEMBERS: Ob no.)

Mr. LEWIS: T have never been a member of this
Baunk; but I have heard that peasants who get their
<cheques not fully signed at the bank, have to go around
the city to get the number of required signatures
completed by a director. I suppose, it might be easy
to get hold of the hon. junior member for St. Jos-
eph, although he is not actually in the city; but
Lonestly, if the practice still obtains, could not the
-convenience of the people be considered? The hom.
Junior member for St. Joseph may happen to be in
St. Joseph on a particular day, and the hon. senior
member for St. James himself ig not available for a
whole day, because he may be in St. James,— must
a peasant be held over for a whole day? At least,
there must be other members who could facilitate the
peasants. I am asking, if the practice is still the same,
whether we could not consider the convenience of the
poeple. It would appear to me, from the remarks
of the Hon. Minister of Agriculture, that he should
be a member of this Bank. If as he says, this Bank
is a separate entity, and the policy can be made and
‘then brought to him, it would seem to me, as if he
should be a member of this Board. In the normal
course of his duties, he would be accessible to per-
-sons who want to have their cheques signed. T have
nothing more to say on this question, except that I
would like some member who has functioned as a
member of this bank, to say if what T am saying is
not true; and if what is proposed, will not incen-

tion of the signatures to their cheques.
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker— We have three

members proposed for two places. I think the omly
is to vote for each

person separately. Otherwise I think we will get into
trouble.

Mr. SPEAKER: Taking into consideration what
the hon. junior member for the City has said, I think
scme difficulty may arise, if the two questions are
to be resolved. My suggestion is, that the matter be
resolved by ballot. I am not allowing the motions; be-
cguse in case they are passed, we would have three
persons instead of two. 1 shall therefore ask some hon-
curable member to move that the question be regolved
by ballot.

Mr. LEWIS: I hope you do not mean by secret
ballot. I do not agree with that.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker,— I beg to move
that the decision of the personnel be determined by
secret ballot. That is, each member of the House to
vote for two of the three members who are nominated
to this Board.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker,— I beg to move
that each name of the three members nominated, be
put separately.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : I beg to second that. .

Mr. HAYNES: I beg to second the motion made
by the hon. junior member for Christ Church.

Mr. LEWIS: Before you put the questions, 1
would like to get some information on the motion of
a Secret Ballot. So far as I know, every vote of
this House has to be recorded. I think there is some-
thing in the Letters Patent about that. I cannot for
the life of me, see how you can decide this matter
by secret ballot. I draw attention to tke fact that the
rules of this House state that every vote of this
House has to be recorded.

The question that each name be put separately
for the voting for the personnel to serve on this
Board, was put and agreed to without division.

The question that the honourable junior mem-
ber for St. Joseph (Mr. SmrTH) be appointed a mem-
ber of the Board, was put and agreed to without
division. (Cheers).

The question that the homourable junior mem-
ber for St. James (Mr. HoLDER) be appointed a mem-
ber of the Board was put, Mr. SrEaRER declaring that
the ‘“Noes’’ have it. On a division being called for
the question was put and resolved in the affirmative
the House divided as follows:—

Ayes:Mr. SmitH, Hon. Dr. Commins, Hon. M.
E. Cox, Hon. C. E. Tauma, Hon. R. G. Mapp, Mrs.
Bourng, Mr. Bryan and Mr. BraNCKER—(8).

Noes: Mr. Lewis, Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. VAUGHAN,
Mr. Aviper, Mr. HAaynes, Mr. E. D. MoTTLEY and
Mr. GoppArp—(7).

Mr. SPEAKER: I now declare that the ‘‘Ayes'’
have it. (Cheers).

Fancy Molasses Board

- Mr. BRANCKER : T beg to move that in accord-
ance with the recommendations of the Select Com-
mittee, the following be the members in the Fancy
Molasses Control and Marketing Board :—

Mr. Vaughan, Mr. D. D. Garner, Mr. Nigel Reece,
and Sir John Saint.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : I beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to without
division.

Housing' Board

Mr. BRANCKER: I beg to move that in accord-
ance with the recommendations of the Select Com-
mittee, the following members of this House be mem-
bers of the Bridgetown Housing Board :—

Mr. T. O. Bryan, and Mr. F. E.Miller.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : T beg to second that.
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Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY Mr. Speaker, I must be
up again.  There are occasions when you can never
compromise on principles. The Premier in his usual
dogmatic style, made a statement last week, which I
criticised. That tatement was relative to the Peas-
ants’ Loan Bank, and also in respect of puttiug two
members of the Government side on that Board. One
$w &bt though the logic of the Opposition’s argu-
ment must be obv10us members of the Governmént
out of loyalty, support the expression of the Premier.
Oh the other tand, Sir, the Ministers in Committee
was quick to express the view, that this expression by
the Premier, could not apply o the Housing Board.

I cannot be accused of agreeing to anything in
Committee and commg’ cn the ffoor of the House and
changing my view although it is possible for any-
one to do that if he is comvineed after the meeting
of the C ommlttte that somethmg is wrong or rlght In
such a ureumbtanee he is entitled to change his view.
In this instance, I want to assure honourable mem-
bers that such ‘cannot be said of me, because the
views that I express bere, I expressed in Committee
also. 1 maintain that, without further ado. The
argument which I used in respect of the Peasants’
Loan Bank, I use now. The eomposmon of the two
Boards is almost the same.

Nothing that I can say will eonvince those whose
nminds are already made up. But if you take the
gpeech of the Governdr made on the last occasion
that he addressed us, and observe that he used the
words *‘My Government’’ and ‘‘My Ministers’’, you
will see that out of sheer decency, Government should
really avoid any suspicion; and wherever they have
a majority on a board, they should let someone from
cutside have a seat on that Board.

I suppose it will be said that I am a member of
this Board; but I am not there because of any fancy
of the Go-vérnment. I therefore feel since the honour-
able senior member for St. John has been clamouring

80" extensivély for a Housing Scheme in St. John,
the opportunity should be given him to become a
member of this Board I beg to inove that the
honourable senior member for St. John be a meént.
ber of the Housing Board.

Mr. GODDARD I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: T am going to say, as far as 1T
remember, the members who were last on this Board at
the end’ of the session, were there for g very short time,
Sitice thése two members have only been there for
such a short time, I feel, it would be a good gesture on
the part of the House to allow those meémbers to
remain there long enough to make some valuablc
contribution which they might want to make on the
‘Beardd.- I should liké to say' the period during
which these members were on this Board, should
be extended for the same purpose as we extended the
life of the Hdme:"" -

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to move, that each
member who bhas been nommated be voted upon sepa-
rately. ‘

Hon. C. E. TALMA: T beg to second that.

The motion was agreed to.

The question that the hon. junior member for St.
Michael {Mr. Brydn) be a member of this Board was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division. ;

The question that the hon. junior member for St. '
George (Mr. 1V[ll]er) be a member of this Board was
put and resolved 111 the affirmative on the following-
division :— f

Ayes: Mr. Sy, Hon. Dr. Gy, MANS,
“Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. d. EQ’I‘AL\IA %on Rpg'r%MAPP

Mrs. Bournt, Messrs. BRYAN LDWIs and BRA‘\ICKER
—9.

Noes: Megsrs. CRAWFORD VAUGHAN, ALLDER,
Gobparp, HAYNES and E. D. MorTLEY—6. :
——— e
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Sugar Production And Export antrol Board

Mr.. BRANCKER:
final recommendations of the Select Eommittee, I beg

to move that the folowing members of the personnel.

of the Sugar Production and Export Control Board:

The hon. junior member for St. Peter (Mr . L.

Waleott), the hon. senior member for St. Joln
(Mr. Allder) the hon. senior member for the City
(Mr. E. D. Mottley) and Mr. H. O. Emtage.

Hoén. C. B. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mrs. BOURNE: I beg to move that the hon.
junior member for the City, (Mr. Lewis) be a member
of this Board.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: I thank the honourable member

for so kindly proposing me to be a membeér of this

Board, and the honourable member who seconded
the motion but I feel that a member who is revre-
senting an agricultural constituency, should be given
a chance at membership of this Board. I am per-
fectly willing and ready to give such a member that
opportunity. I therefore beg to decline the proposal
for membership of this Board.

The question that the members proposed to serve
on this Board be’the members of the Board, was put
and resolved in the affirmative without d1v151on

Victoria Emigration Society

Mr, SPBAKER:1 have the honour to appoint
the following meibers to serve as members of the
Victoria Emlgratlon Society :—

The hon. sen. member for St. Andrew, (l\II'b
Bourne), the hon. sen. member for St. George (Mr.

Barrow), and the hon. ;)un member for the City,
(Mr. Eewis).

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Although it is your
prerogative to appoint the memhers of this Board, 1
am sure, it must have shpped Your Honour, that

the House has requested, in keeping with the prinei-

ple of changing the policy of putting only the Gov-
ernment members on these Boards, —1 think Your
Honour —

Mr. SPEAKER: This i§ my prerogative.

Mr. BE. D. MOTTLEY: While it i3 your pre-
rogative, I was wandering whether Your Homour
would not let it appear to the general public,. that
the policy of the House has to be carried omt by the
Speaker even in selecting members to be put on
Boards and not merely members of the Government
party. But if Your Honour desire to go along with
the old system 1 will register my profest.

Mr. SPEAKER:
protest. '

Mr. MOTTLEY: I know I cannot.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Sir, I am asking leave

to plcceed with Qrder No. 1 a%xd other Orders stand-
ing in the name of the Hon Temier.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is asking
that leave be granted to proceed with Order No. 1,
and other Orderg standing in the name of the Hon.
FPremiex. . If there be no objection, leave is granted

There being no waetlon leave ‘was granted the
hon. member..

4.35 p.m.

The hon. member may not

COMMITTEE OF. SUPPLY:

Mr. SPEAKER- Order No. 1 stands in the
name of the Hon. Leader of this House : Fo move the
House into Committee of Supply to consider the
grant of sums of money for the service of the colony.

In aecordance with  the

-9
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Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,—I beg to
move that Your Honour do now leave the Chair,
and the House go intoe Committee of Supply.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker,—I would just like
the honourable junior member for St. Thomas—
.in case he does not notice it,—to refer to the Schedule
of thig Resolution for the sum of $5,720. He will see
that it is not copied exactly as it is in the Annual
Estimates. N

The guestion that Mr. Speaker leave the Chair
and the House go.into Committee of Supply, was put
and resolved in the affirmative. o

Mr. SPPAKER left the Chair and the House went
into Committee of Supply, Mr. Smith being in the
-Chair.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE NO. 19 :
Re YELLOW FEVER CAMPAIGN

. Hon. Dr. CUMMINS Mr.  Chairman,—This
Resolutigh 18 fo, place fhe sum of $5,720 at the dis-

of vernor-in-Pseentive Comizhittee to
: ne#t ates 195455, Part 1, Curfent as
s_lldwgg in the Supplementary Estimates 1954-55 No. 19
ﬂ%ic form the Sehegule to this Resolutign. f{opour-
ab ,q]x@efpli@afé are aware that there has been for some
‘months in the past and up to this moment an eradica-
tion campaiga going on in this island, against the
Aedes Aejypti mosquito whieh is responsible for yel-
low fever. In view of th® fact that there are some
cases of yellow fever next door to -us in Trinidad, it
is felt in order to be on the safe gide, that the
campaign should be stepped up; so that we would be
in a stronger position to resist any introduetion
of yellow fever in this colony. Hence, this vote. We
arve asking for additional personnel and other ex-
penses as follows:

Preparation of truck for service $ 600.00
12 sprayers at $50.00 .. .. ©600.00
Upkeep of truck including wages of
Chauffeur and Insuranee .. . 700.60
8 labourers at Key Beale Rates &
C.0.L.A. .. . .. 2100.00
Subsistence allowance—W.H.O. Consul-
tant 150 days at 26/- per day 936.00
$4,936.00

<or approximately $5,000.

It is considered necessdry that we should get in
this World Health Organisation consultant at this
moment. He has been offered to us; and one of
the agreements is, that we would have to pay his sub-
sistance.

The total vote is approximately $5,000 to defray
expenses, in order that the consultant should be
‘here for a few meonths, and that the campaign should
‘be stepped up. I am sure honourable members
will take a sympathetic view of this, in conse-
quence of the urgency; and beeause, as I have said,

‘the Yellow Fever outbreak is next door to us in
‘Trinidad.
-now passed. ,

I beg to move that this Resolution be

‘Hon. M. E. COX: T bep to seeond that.
Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman,—We started

‘this campaign some six mwonths ago. We had plenty

of time for preparation. About a year ago, selected

‘inspectors were sent from this colony to Trinidad
“to be trained, to come back here and spread the gos- |
They were trained, to see that the

pel, as it were. v
work was properly carried out. His -Excellency the
Governor in his recemt speech, when he reopened the

Tegislature, said that this campaign was well on the

way. In spite of that, there is a statement now
in  tie notes to this supplementary Estimate, a
statement made by the Director of Medical Services,
that the present programme is progressing too slow-
Iy. One statement does not taily with the other.

1 agree, the scheme is going much too slowly.
Four months ago, when Government came down for
a supplementary vote, I told the Government it was

‘not enough, and that the campaign was going too

slowly then. I also said that there had not been suffi-
cient propaganda at the outset, of the campaign;
and that we should have a Health Week, so as to
clean up all those old tins, ete. That is being done
now. Christ Church and St. Michael are two pai-
ishes, which have comstant campaigns for clegrin

up things like old cans, fron the side of the Sti‘e‘eE
We serid our lorries for the refuse after Nours,
for which we pay extra money; and the refuse is
collected and duniped. Things lﬁ;e old cins and eoco-

nut shells, are breeding places for the Aedes Aegypti

Mosquito.

It is regrettable, Sir, that the Press has heen con-
stantly referring to this niosquito as the Yellow Mos-
quito; as if Bdrbados has Yellow Fever. I believe,
the Newpapers in Trinidad spread the Yellow Fever
so much there, tHat that island is now being boy-
cotted as the resnlt. I want to seé {his.scheme pro-
gress, as fast a$ possible. It started off slowly, and is
now picking up. Why? Becduse they are supposed
to have the Yellow Fever in Trinjdad: 1 see here,
iti tHe resolution, provision is being midde for the
painting and the rdofing of a pick-up ttick which
wal lolined, or Eiveri by tHe World Hehlth Organi-
zation. As a member of the Board of Hedlth, this
14 the first time I have heard about it, I do not
oW, Whether it 15 ih the istand yet. The purpose
of this truck has Hot heen sxplained. They have
rot said if they will use it for cartying the ganis
arcund, or for picking up old tins. I would havd
thought, as a member of the Board of Health, that
something of this matter; would have been explained
to us.

At the outset of this scheme; a consultant from
the World Health Organization did arrive in Barba-
dos. He had two meetings, Both of which, I believe,
were héld under the auspiéés of the St. Michael’s
Sanitary Commissioners. That eobsnltant was here
fcr two weeks, and thén left. He, of another con-
sultant, is now coming back again for about 250
agys. 1 think that sheuld have been dong from: the
beginning. 1 hope, the sulbidistence allowance for
him is encugh; Beeause, unless we aré only paying
half of the allowance, it does $eem to be a very smalil
sum. I wouldl like the Hon. Minister of Health to
explain exactly what this allosvanee is for, and what
it means. Perhaps, W. H. O. is paying half of the
allowance; I do not know, add I would like some
explamation onm it. . ‘

Mr. GEWIS: Mr. Chdirman,—It will be remem-
bered, when the last méney was being voted, that
the question of the method of edrrying out this cam-
paign, was brought up in thid House. We had to
pass regulations éte. T told the Héusge, when this
cathpaign Wwas being tarted, the pedple should have
been told in advarce, what was Poing t6 be doxve:
sc that they would be piépared for this spraying ete.
A real propaganda chmpaign should have been
started; It was said that tkat would be done. But the
compaign did not well get under why, beforve we
had to vote money for people to tlean up places, so
that the spravers could come in dnd do their work.

At that time, T eriti¢ised the Sdpplémentary vote.
We were teld that we had the Yellow fever mésguito.
Tt is 3 dreaded disease ; but we allowed the Director of
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Medical Services to go on holiday, immediately after
or before the campaign was started. Other Civil
Servants, are told that a Civil Servant is not entitled
to anything except 24 hours a day work. That is
only a slight exaggeration of what we are told. A Ciyil
Servant is not entitled to privileges. In spite of that,
the Director of Medical Services was allowed to go
away at tkat time. It is not, that I thmk' you
could not do without him; but certainly, there is ne
use depleting a department, when there i§ a spee‘la]
job for that department to do, and especially a job
that it has never undertaken before.

Now, Sir, the honourable junior member for
Christ Church will bear me out, at every meeting of
the Board of Health since the Yellow Fever and In-
fantile Paralysis became epidemic in the area, the
Director of Medical Services has been asked at every
meeting of the General Board of Health for a
Report on what is happening. nght. up to the last.
meeting, held on the seeond or third Wednesday of
last month, an entirely different picture was painted
of this situation. The honourable junior member for
Christ Church will remember, the Director was asked
a direct question about Seawell Airport, about the
parish in which the Airport is sitnated, and alLaround
where people landing from Trinidad and elsewhere
must traverse, and where they can distribute the dis-
ease at least in the first stages, if it can be distributed
that way, immediately after they have landed.

According to what we have heard, everything
seemed to be alright. Now we get this resolution
coming here, a comparatively short time afterwards,
saying that the successful completion of the eradica-
tion programme is one of compelling urgency and it
is going slowly. Even in the ease of the Board of
Health’s vote, I had to draw it to the attention of
the House last year that he asked for supplementary
estimates without putting it to the Board.

4.55 p.m.

That is the kind of dictators which we have; and
we are passing laws every day, to make them more
and more dictators, and giving them the power of life
and death over the people of this colony. I particular-
ly asked, if there were an outbreak of Yellow Fever
in this eolony, who would have to make regulations.
I was told the General Board of Health would have
to make them. I should like to say, common decency
should have allowed the Head of the Department to
tell the Board what the position is. He does not care
anything of the campaign. He can run away from the
Yellow Fever and the Polio and he would be the first
to go and get the best treatment and leave the people
who had been feeding him, to get it. Now we find,
this econsultant is coming here for a period of four or
five months, in accordance with article one of the
agreement between the Government of Barbados and
the W.H.O., made in August, 1953. This consultant
is coraing here in accor8ance with an agreement, which
has heen made ever since in 1983; and nothing like
this is told to the people who comprise the General
Board of Health in this colony. This situation has
been kept as a seeret from the General Board of
Health by the Director of Medical Services, who is
taking part in the meetings! That is a disgraceful
state of affairs. If you are going to abolish the
Board, then abolish it; but this state of affairs should
not be allowed to continue. Tt is a serious state of
affairs, where you have someone who has this idea of
this matter, sitting down with the people who have to
advise as to how the regulations are to be made in
case of an outbreak of these diseases, and does not

tell these poeple what the position is, although he has
been asked.

)

—_

i said, all was not well.

We are not told we need any more equipiment;
and now you find in one of the easly Resolutions, you
have to deal with, that this matter is one of com-
pelling urgency, and that in the opinion of tke
Director of Medical Services, the campaign is going
too slowly. Hints about how to avoid the Polio and
Yellow Fever were put in the newspaper, as if the
Director of Medical services were the author. It is.
a serious state of affairs, when we cap bave a Civil
Servant in such a responsible position, concealing in-
formation which should be divulged in the proper
quarters. I am asking the Minister of Social Ser-
vices to regard this as information on which he should
act. Let him give a warning to people of this sort,
they bhave no right to behave in this way. For the
members of the Board of Health to read this resolu-
tion, and be given an entirely false impression of
the situation facing this island, is something which
is reprehensible ; and the Director of Medical services
should be told s0. An agreement made in 1953 is
only now being implemented; and we have heard,
these people have done some work already. We do not
know if this is something which is out of date. Did
anybody else come out in execution of that agreementt
To my mind, this is a very serious matter. I am
just telling the honourable Minister exactly what has
happened ; because he himself, has not had the time
to see about this matter T wish that he had attended
these meetings, to hear the concern of people who had
children and families to catch this disease, asking
for information, and asking that the public be told
something suggesting precaution which may be taken,
and that the public be kept informed. People have
been writing in the Press of what has been going
on; and here, the situation is being kept a secret from
persons who should have been told about it. I say,
do not let a Civil Servant treat members of the Board
of Health in this manner.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I suppose, 1 must say,
the Hon. Minister of Health is congenial, that he
gives us the impression that he is rather dormant
where some of these matters are concerned. How-
ever, in respect of this particular matter, I can say,.
he has evinced great interest, when I drew to his at-
tention, the great indifference on the part of his de-
partment when this campaign was first started. The
indifference could have been greater. As a matter of
fact, I drew to his attention, the scant eourtesy with
which this officer from the W.H.O., was treated; and
one becomes very suspicous of the reasons why this
officer was treated with such scant courtesy. Anyone:
vho is interested in Public Health, will realise and
appreciate, if an officer from the W.H.O., comes to-
Barbados, to deal with a matter of such magnitude
and importance as to the eradieation of the Yellow
Fever mosquito, would have thought, all the various
Health Departments, headed by the Government,
would have ben put in full gear to receive and put the
works into operation. However, as my eolleague and
the honourable junior member for Christ Church has
A few days ago, His Excel-
lency the Governor in his speech from the Throne,
told us that everything was progressing favourably
and those of us who read newspapers other than the
local ones, might view with some alarm, the conditions
which exist in the neighbouring colony of Trinidad.
The world has become so small, it is nothing surpris-
ing for a Yellow Fever Epidemic breaking out im
Trinidad or Venezuela yesterday, to be in Barbados
today, tonight or tomorrow. Therefore, those of us
who are interested in Public Health especially, must
view such a lack of interest or enthusiasm on the part:
of the Health Department, with alarm.

5.05 p.m.
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1 am practically sure, the Hon. Minister of
Health is bound to say, it is also surprising to him.
We have received this resolution because of the
alarm in Trinidad; and for nothing but that reason.
The note says, ‘‘especially on account of Port-of-
Spain, and continuous areas in Trinidad being de-
.clared infected with Yellow Fever, the successful
completion of our Aedes Aegyptt Kradication Pro
gramme is one of compelling urgency.”” My col-
league, the honourable junmior member for Christ
‘Church, and myself, knew nothing of the pick-up.
Tt is also stated, for the six months ending March
1955, the sum of approximately $5.000 will be needed
as follows:— '

Preparation of truck for service $ 600.00
19 sprayers at $50.60 600.00
Upkeep of truck including wages of
Chauffeur and Insurance 700.00
8 labourers at Key Scale Rates &
C.O.L.A. . 2,100.00
$4,000.00
Subsistence allowance—W .H.O. Con-
sultant 150 days at 26/- per day 936.00
$4,936.00

.or approximately $5,000.

on. members will recall, on a former occa-
sion when a resolution was presented to this Cham-
‘ber for $2,100, kow I criticised the parsimonious at-

tempt by Government, in handling this matter. 1]

was eonvinced, and I believe, the Minister of
Health at that time, thought that all was not well
1 am geing to grant, that when I told the Hon-
Minister of Social Services what. was happening in
‘thig.idatter, he took time off and visited some of the
places. He too saw that the barriers hetween laymen
2nd the Doctors hdad been broken down.

Quite recently a memorandum was sent out. 1
.do not' know, if the Eonourable Minister is acquaint-
ed with it. It was pointing out that the Government
would be asking Commissioners of the various par-
ishes, to acquire more labour for the carrying out of
‘this earrpaign. This is the very Government, which
kad accepted the advice of its professional officers,
that more labourers were not necessary for the carry-
ing out of this campaign. It is the very Government,
wkich meted out scant courtesy to this officer, and
at that time, displayed a lack of interest. The fact
that this Qovernment knew that the W.H.O. was
gssisting in this campaign, and did not say one word
abouf it in this Chamber when somebody was sent
here by that Organisation, leaves one to come to the
.conclusion, that were that person an Englishman whe
was sent here, the radio, tke Government, and the
Minister of Health, would have been geared to the
utmost. Not one word was said; and that shows the
lack of interest by the Government. I want to say
here now, I was practically ashamed, after discussing
with the Officer who also discovered it, that there
was lack of interest;; and who I suppose, will
have to report back to W.H.QO. Suppose he is go-
ing to say, Barbadians know everything, and that
this country ig a law unto itself. Mr. Chairman, just
faney, not one doctor had been informed of this cam-

raipn. 1 would like the honiourable Minister to con-

‘tradict this statement. Imagine W.H.O. sending
somebody here to assist you in something, and the
medical fraternity of this island not heing asked to
-come i, wnf'give the necessary co-gperation. When
the Officer who wag sent out here, agsked ‘“What has

been done?’’ ‘“Have you published anything about

it?’ ‘““Have you given any talks about this Yellow
Fever?””, all that éould be said, was: ‘‘nothing;
‘mothing &t 41l As & mifter of fact, some members

of the Government did not even know that this Off-
cer was here. I must admit, when the Hon. Minister
of Social Services was informed, he got up and
went down to the Goodland tenantry, and saw how
the schame was operating. Now tkat there is an out.
bizak of Yellow Fever next door, and you are scared
about it, you want to do something with the great-
est urgeney. 1 hope it is not too late for the sake of
cur pecple. Those of us who are interested in publie
life, and who have read of this very dread disease,
1ot only to the individual, but to the country, know
what it must mean, should there be an epidemic in
th's colony, to such a proportion where it is neces-
sary to r@ige a quarantine is as far as shipping is
cencerned to Barbados. Surely more interest must
ke taken, when health is offered to you.

The Director of Medical Serviees is now say-
irig, that the present programme is progressing too
slowly. It has taken him all this time to see it is
progressing too slowly. When laymen drew that te
his attention and to the Minister of Health, and to
the Government, from the floor of this House, one
wonders if there was any wish, tkat it should pro-
gress at a quicker rate. The note says:—

2. He urgés that the present programme is
progressing too slowly and must be accelerated and -
proposes to start inspeetion and eradication in two
cther areas, namely, the Northern area and Christ
Church. Surveys in these areas have elicited a dan-
gbrousty high index of Aedes. The Director of Medi-
cal services proposes to use the sanitary inspeetors
of the parishes conéerned to do the inspections and
cabry out treatment under the supervision of de-
partmental officers This will, however, necessitate
the employment of two extra labour gangs.

5.15 p.m.

1 ain sure, ‘the Hom. Minister of Health must
smile, When he seés that his own stizgestion which
he mide, has come back to hiv. In this mote; we are
told :heat they havé got a pick-up. The Minister of
Healtk, in replying, will tell us more about that
pick-up. We are t6ld in the note, it needs repaint-
ing, ‘and the body needs roofing. We are also told,
it 1§ nécesshlry to secure an officer or consultant from
W.H.0. '

Now, the way in which this campaign is being
carried out is, we havé sanitary ihspectors in the
various parishes, and we have our Board of Health
Tnypectors. This campaign is being carried out by
méli Boing into placés and spraying. With the great-
est Tespect to the Director of Medical Services, the
Minister of Health, and all ’t’he; geittlenien concern-
ed,—the titléd and lettered gentlemen,—T pose this

qliestioh ; it is the very question which I poséd, wheit

the consultant was down here: is it absolutely necés-
sary, to have a trained inspector to spray the in-
secticide and the like? Is it absolutely mnecessary,

to have a trainéd inspector go around in charge of

the gang? I pose this question for the honourable
Minister to go into, even at this late stage. Is it
necessary for an inspector, any more than it is
necessary for a doctor, to go out and use a sprayer?
In every parish, tkere are certain compulsory notifi-
able diseases like T.B., Typhoid Fever, etc; and
after such cases of diseases are notified, it is the
duty of the various Commissioners of the parishes,
to have the homeg of those affected by the disease
fumigated. Would you take a man working for
160 a month, give him a spray gun, and tell him
to do this work? Do you need a trained inspector
to go into the honourable Minister’s house or garage,
and use a spray gun, to eradicate the Yellow Fever
mosquito ?

Why do not these professional people, learn to
take adviee from other people at times? This pro-
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fessional bigotry, and not wanting to listen to ad-
viee, is something which we must put our foot down
on. I am addressing that especially to the Ministers.
When they speak to these professional men at the
head of departments, the Ministers should listen to
them for technical advice; but when tkey come down
to the hard commonsense view of things, they should
put their own points of view.

I am saying, this scheme would have pro-
gressed better, if the method were used, of having
cne inspector in charge of a gang of about six
labourers to an area. It would have been much
cheaper in the long run; and it would have found
cmployment for a lot of unemployed people. The
labourers could go forward and eclean up; others
ceuld follow and spray. But no commonsense was
used in this business; absolutely none! When I say
what I am saying here now, I am not talking through
my hat. T drew those things to the attention of the
Hon. Minister of Social Services. I can with justifica-
fion, say, ‘I told you so.’

Having eight labourers at Key Secale rates, is
not good enough. Tell me how you will use them.
It may sound stupid, but I know tkat the depart-
ment was asking for eight or nine labourers to three
inspectors. That is nonsense. The scheme is going
too slowly now. In St. Michael, you have six inspect-
ors, taken from the staff; three are inspectors who
listened to the lecturers of the Consultant who visit-
ed the island. I could never see why you needed
inspectors to do spraying. As a matter of faet, I
advised them not to do it. I had to fight the depart-
raent. Inspectors must go in houses and bring out
bottles ete. I said, if I had bottles under my cellar
and they did not have water in them, no one could
touch them.

If you have 22,000 houses to spray, you could

use the same method that wag used when you took
the census. Put one inspector to a gang of six labour-
ers, and put them in one area. Within a month’s
time, they could cover an area at less eost tham
keeping an inspector doing about ten houses in a
day. If you had an inspector witk the technical
knowledge in charge of a gang of six, that would
be all that you would want. There are some people,
who feel, if only recently, that inspectors have reached
the status that they now enjoy; therefore, let them
carry along these sprayers. In some places, an in-
spector has to go down in the water barrel, under the
water barrel and even under the bed, and spray.
Under some beds, he found things that you have
to spray too. What is the use of spraying with this
special insecticide, things that Barbadians already
know how to deal with? I believe that the Minister
should know all these things; because, there has
bPeen much ado about this business already.
I want to show the Minister, someone is fool-
ing the people. You want eight labourers to start
in Christ Church. If they really wanted .this pro-
gramme to progress, they would not come for
eight labourers. Suppose you said they took on
tkree inspectors and put six labourers to an in-
spector. You would need 18 labourers. There are
a lot of unemployed people about, and you would
get a lot of work done for $12.00 a week. The
inspectors’ job is to go around and see that the
work is properly done. But the actual work
should be earried out by Mbourers. But thev
come here for eight men, and tell us that the work
is not being done fast enough.

What T am saying here, T advocated before;
but it was only when the Honourable Minister of
Health intervened, I was able to convinee them to
put on some more labourers. They were using in-
spectors, and when you look up the book to see

what an inspector did for a day, you only saw
ten houses. What more could he do?
5.25 p.m.

The question of organization, is not given to
everybody; still, professional medical men should
take advice from somebody. 1 ask the Honour-
able Minister of Social Services to tell us how
they propose to use these eight men? What are
you going to do with the truck? I ask that ques-
tion for this reason: when a petition was sent up
by the inspectors asking for transportation to cer-
tain areas, it was turned down; and it was pointed
out, that the Government Inspectors were given
that transportation and the Parochial Officers
were seconded for duty. I am very glad to see
that the truck has been given to you; but what are
vou going to do with it? I see that there are to
be twelve sprayers. These sprayers are nothing
which will rot. If there is this great urgency, and
the tendency is to co-operate now, how are you
going to defend this matter? The other day, we
had the scare of infantile paralysis around here;
everybody was watching and waiting. Everybedy
wanted to see whether there was really a case of
this disease, and where it was. People came to me
as a Commissioner of Health, and I told them not
to worry with where the case is now. I want to
assure you, if the case was in the right place, the
Government would be urged to action. 1 do not
mean that as an offence. They told me that it
was nearly in the right place too. In my opinion,
twelve sprayers are just a joke. You hkave a few
in St. Michael, and when they are out of order,
what are you going to do? 1 hope, the Honour-
able Minister of Social Services will be able to
answer the questions I have asked. I would like
to know how are they going to use these things
m proportion to the inspectors. If the particular
Department is really interested in this matter, it
would carry out the eampaign.

Before I sit down. I want to draw this matter
to the attention of the Honourable Minister.
When you are dealing with Public Health, there
must not be any ‘hush-hush’ poliey. In the United
States of America, when you are dealing with Pub-
lic Health, you must give it all the possible pub-
lication. 1 am going to say something now, which
will shkock the honourable minister: would you
believe, quite recently, the Public Health Depart-
ment circularized a letter, drawing to the atten-
don of the Health Authorities, that it had been
drawn to their notice, certain ecases of notifiable
diseases when reported to the Commissioners of
flealth were leaking out, and that did not do any
good. Imagine a Public Health Department, in
this twentieth century attempting, for reasons
‘which T do not know, to conceal these things! A
little scare was here; a particular type of person
at a particular place, was suffering from infantile
paralysis. I have never seen anything more dis-
honest, than for a letter to be sent to a Public
Health Board, saying, certain notifiable diseases.
when reported to Departments were leaking out
and, “I would like to draw attention to the fact
that the Inspectors must not do that.” When some-
body in St. Andrew is suffering from T.B., you
raust hide it up; the poor bare foot servants must
contract disease, and you must not hint anything
gbout it. I hope that a volecano would swallow
them all up lock, stock and barrel, when they make
these suggestions. The mind from which that sug-
gestion came, must be corrupt. What elean mind,
could conceive the idea that you must have a hush-
hush policy, when there are cases of notifiable dis-
eases which are highly infectious and contagious?t
I would take it out. I have my own family, and
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why should 1 let them go to places where there are
these diseases, whether it be a club, a Guesthouse,
or what. When the high and mighty suffer, no-
body knows it; but when the poor and lowly suffer,
everybody knows it.

Mr. HAYNES: Much as I welcome this vote,
1 am sorry that it has taken so iong to come here.
I spoke on this matter when the first vote had been
put down, and I asked on what was the money to
be spent. I got nothing definite, and the amount
«cnly went to St. Mickael. The other parishes had
been cleaning up their tins .and bottles months
ago; and it will mean a lot of extra trouble, to
remove this rubbish and put everything in order
again,

Another matter is this. In connection with
the van, I see that mention is made of one van. In
the country distriets, distances are far; and some
parts are hilly, so that transportation will be the
main difficulty. I want to know how this one
van will be able to accommodate the Christ Church
area, and other areas as well? I would like to
‘know exactly what the programme is, and what
we must expect from this Resolution. If we do
not get proper transportation, especially in the
rorthern district, there will be very slow pro-
cess. I would like to hear from the honourable
Minister, in connection with this matter.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: We have heard
very much about this vote. First of all, this campaign
was intended to last for two years, because each
bouse has to be sprayed three times, so as to make
sure that the mosquito has been eradicated. After
that stage, there will be a re-inspection. It would
appear from ordinary observation, the campaign
was going too slowly; but as I have said it is in-
tended to last for two years.

5.35 p.m. ‘

I said that as a result of the Yellow Fever
outbreak being next door, we are now trying to
speed it up. Much has been made of that. It is
ordinary common sense. You insure your house
against fire, because should there be a fire next
door, you will not lose all your worth should your
house cateh fire. It is quite natural, if there are

a few cases of Yellow Fever next door, everybody

around would get insured against it. Even Vene-
zuela has done so. It is therefore only natural, at
this stage, that we should try to step up this eam-
paign. We should see that this campaign is not held
up.

Now there are two types of sprayers. The one
used in St. Michael and in certain parts of Christ
LChureh, does not take a very heavy machine; but the
other type which is to be used in country distriets,
tokes a very heavy type of sprayer. Those machines,
eid not come down when they were expected. Hence,
the campaign in the country, did not start as early
as was thought. I repeat, there are two types of
machines,—the lighter type of machine, and the
heavier type.

T was asked something about the pick-up. As
can be seen from the note, this pick-up truck was
received from W.H.O.; it now needs painting and a
roof-body. As you will see, there is a certain amount
of money set down for that. You will also see, there
is a certain amount of money set down for the «prav-
transported in the pick-up. As a matter of fact, that
is the reason for which the pick-up will be used.

I was also asked about the subsistance allowance
for the W.H.O. consultant. There is an agreement
‘with the Government of Barbados about that. This
is no haphazard thing; it was arranged, as a result of
.a conference between Barbados and the W.H.O. I
think those are the three biggest points to which I
‘was called upon to reply. There are one or two other

- L3 m

things which have been said by the honourable senior
member for the (ity, which should be investigated.
He mentioned something about a bush-hush cam-
paign; and 1 am saying, if there is this hush-hush
campaign which he has talked about, & do not know
:anything about it, but I would make enquiries. 1
never heard anything about it until now. However,
if there is an incidence or Yellow i'ever, we shoutd
put our house in order. 1 think I have answered all
the points which were raised.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—Can the Hon.
Minister of Social Services say whether there was an
agreement with respect to the Consultant coming
here? I refer him to paragraph 3, which reads as
follows: ‘‘It is also necessary to secure a W.H.O.
Consultant to serve in Barbados for a period of four
or five months in accordance with article one of the
agreement, between the Government of Barbados and
W.H.O. made ih August 1953.”" Does that mean that
the Consultant should be here all the time$

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: This Consul-
tant is to appear periodically, as and when asked;
especially after one phase of the spraying has beem
completed. It is not an instruction that he should
be ‘on tke spot all the time.

Mr. LEWIS Mr. Chairman,—I would like to as-
gure the Hon. Minister of Social Services, that sitting
at a meeting of the General Board of Health face to
face with the Director of Medical Services, whose duty
it is to inform us of these things, the Director mis-
represented the situation to that Board. 1 would
like to tell the Hon. Minister, if this kind of thing' is
to eontinue, you would be unable to pin any faith in
any statement given by people like the Director.
Health is very vital to a community. This Medical
Officer has misrepresented the situation to an impor-
tant body like the General Board of Health, which is
appointed to work with him; and that has been borne
out by this statement which we have before us. So
far as the presence of the Aedes Aegypli mosquito
in Christ Chureh and the Northern area is concerned,
T would hate to tell the Hon. Minister what I was
told. I am surprised to know that this mosquito is in
the Northern area and in Christ Church.

Another thing is this: if each house is to be
sprayed three times, and this campaign is to be com-
pleted within two years, it naturally follows, in the
first eight months every house should be sprayed for
the first time. [If we come through safely from this
disease, we certainly have not got to thank the
Director of Medical Services for it.

545 pm.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: The honourable
member has said he hates to say that the mogquito
is in Christ Church and in the northern area. May I
inform the honcnrable member that the mosquito has
been all over Barbados for as long as he has been
living, and God knows for how much longer.

Mr. J. A. HAYNES: I wonder if the honourable
Minister would answer my question. It is about the
allocation of this pickup. How will its service be
divided between the various districts of the country
parishes? Tt seems to me that there will be great
difficulty in transporting these people, if there is no
organisation. :

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I cannot answer
the honourable member’s question off hand; but if
he wants to know, T will give him the answer at the
next meeting of the House.

The question that Head XXIIT stand part of the
Schedule was put and agreed to.

Hon. Dr. H. 6. H. CUMMINS: At thig stage,
Mr. Chairman, T beg to move that the Committee do
now report progress and ask for leave to 'sit again.

[Ton. M. BE. COX: T beg to second that.
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Phe question was put and agseed to, and the
- Chairman left the Chair, Mr. Speaker resumed the
Chair and reported accordingly.

ADJOURNMENT

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS
seconded by Hon. M. E. Cox the House adjourned
for half an hour.

RESUMPTION

On the re-assembling :— .

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment, the
House was in Committee of Supply. ,

Mr. Speakir left the Chair and the 'House
resumed Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH in the
Chair.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY RESUMED

Hop. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
- -—_The'gext'Head, Head ;{XIX, Mig-eellaneous Ser-
vices, is for the sum of $720.0Q. 1t is for telephone
rentals, transfers and ipstallations at Summervale.
The system up there, is a very antiquated one. The
line at Summervale is attached to the main switch in
the office of the Superintendent at Doods. .At night
when the office of the Superintendent is closed,
Summervale is shut off from the world. That has
been so for some years. Recently, there was a case of

a girl who was taken ill at Summervale at night,

and the matron, along with two of her staff, ‘had
- to. walk from Summervale down to Dodds, and
knoek up the Superintendent, so as to be able to
pkone a doctor. The Committee will agree, such a
cituation is intolerable, and should not be allowed
to continue. The Government has therefore decided
to change' the telephone system at these two places,
so that Summervale will have its independent tele-
phone, which will be served from the exchange at
St. Jokn. This Resolution is to make the necessary
transfers and installations, so that the telephone
system at Dodds and Summervale will be brought
o date.
w tI beg to move, sir, that Head XXIX stand
part of the Schedule.
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second the motion.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—What I \_;voqld
like to ask is, how could it happen that this in-
adequate system has been in existence so long, and
the Government is only now changing it. I gather
that the incident of the sick girl is what kas brought
the gituation to the attention of the Government;
and that is why, this money is being asked for. It
leoks as if someone should have been thinking along
these lines long before now; and should have brought
it to the attention of the Government. A situation
T'ke this, should not have been allowed to continue
for this time, when a sum of $720.00 could remedy it.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, I notice that
when the Superintendent’s door is closed, Summer-
vale is entirely shut off ete. As far as T can gather
from the note, the service at Dodds will, under the
vew arrangement, be connected to the Bridgetown
Exchange; and will also provide inter-communica-
tion between the Superintendent’s house, the office,
and tke Night Duty Overseer’s room. Internal and
external calls would be made from any of these

points, but would be controlled from the P.B.X. at .

the Superintendent’s house. But, sir, if the internal

contro] of that small exchange panel is in the house’

_ of the Superintendent; it is obvious that you can
look forward to having similar trouble.

A ——

Again, the note says in Para 4, the service at
Summervale wonld be connected to the St. John’s:
Exchange. Each service would therefcre be entire-
ly independent of the other, each school being serv-
ed by a normal automatic service. In spite of all that,
¢ir, the main control will be the P.B.X., which will
be at the Superintendent’s house. Probably the note

15 wrongly explained, cor all the details are not fully
covered.

~ Mr. GODDARD: Mz. Chairman,—I think it is
quite in order. There will be independent lines; one
at Summerval and one at Dodds. When the Super--
in.tendent is abont to close up, he will hardly do so
without switching over to the other control. It is the.
way in which you controlled Summervale in the
past, which is now being rectified.

The question that Head XXIX stand part of
the Schedule was put and agreed to without divis..
ion.

The question that the Resolution for the sum of
$5,720 do now pass was put and agreed to, without
division, ' ' '
6.40 p.m. :

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. CuMMINS sec-.
ondefi by Hon. M. E. Cox, the CHATRMAN reported the
passing of one Resolution in Committee of Supply.

Mr. SeEAKER resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

On motions of Hon. Dr. H. G. CumMmiNs sec-
onded by Hon. M. E. Cox, in each case the Resolution
passed in Committee of Supply was read a first and
sccond time and agreed to.

BILL, TO AUTHORISE THE PAYMENT OF
GRATUITY AND PENSION TO
MORTIMER HALL

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
stands jn the name of the Hon. Minister of Social
Services: To move the second reading of a Bil] to
authorise the payment of a gratuity and pension to
Mortimer ‘Hall. '

~Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,—
This Bill deals with the granting of a gratuity and
pension to Mortimer Hall, who was the head gar-
dener at Government House, and who retired as
from yesterday. Mr. Hall was engaged at Govern-
ment House for the past 34 years. At one time, the
gardeners at Government House were considered as
servants of the Governor; but the vote under which
they are now paid, appears under the Head ‘TUn-
established Staff”” Public Works Department. The
Crown Law officer has given it as his opinion, the
gardeners at Government House are servants of the
Eixecutive Committee, inasmuch as Government
House and its grounds are the property of the Execu-
tive Committee. They are no longer considered as
servants of the Governor, but as servants of the
Government. Hence, they were changed from the
vote under the Head ‘‘Governor’’ to that of the
*‘Unestablished Staff,’” Public Works Department.
Jnasmuch as it has only been for the past two or
three years, that the vote was put under the Head
““‘Public Works Department,”’ it was considered
advisable that this Bill should be brought, making this
34 years of service, as service to the Government,
and therefore pensionable. As I said, Mr. Hall re-
tired yesterday; and the Government would like him
to benefit from this Bill, in which he is treated as
a Government servant. I beg to move that this Bill
be now read a second time.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second, that.
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Mr. LEWIS.: Mr. Speaker,—I am very glad to

“know that this gardener is getting this treatment. I

know that these anomalies do now arise in the Gov-
ernment service; and a great deal of legislation has
im qught 'down so as to rectify them. I am won-

i

‘Jéring, if there are any other employees of the Gov-

ernment, who have not got this reward, because they
Wwere not so near to Governnient House. I do hope,
if and when those cases are brought to the motice
¢f the Government, they will receive the attention
which this case has received. 1 should just like
to sdy, this is a Private Bill; but it is sponsored
by the Government, and 1 wonder if this Clause at
{he end of the Bill is necessary, since the Government
i§ sponsoring this Bill. T hope that it is in order.
" The quéstion that this Bill be now read a second
time was p'up and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. CuMMINs.

" seconded by Hon. M. E. Cox, Mr. SPEAKER left the

Chair and the House went into Committee on the

~ Bill, Mr. SmirH being in the Chair.

Clause 1. was called and passed.
Clause 2. was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS : I beg to move that 1

Clause 2 stand part of the Bill
"Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. .
Mr. LEWIS: I am sorry I did not ask this
question before. Is tkere really one gradener at
Government House? Althovgh you might have

_ changed the others who are not retiring now, their -

previpus service will have to be protected. There musf
be more than one gardener, except the prisonerg
supply the rest of the labour. I hope that the other
gardeners are having their serviee considered.

Hon. Dr. H. ¢. CUMMINS: There is more
than one gardener at Government House. When the
time comes for them to retire, they will be dealt
with in a similar manner in which this one is being
Cealt witk.

The question that Clause 2 stand part of the

. Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative without

division,

Clause 3 was called and passed.

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. CuMMINS, sec-
onded by Hon. M. E. Cox, the CHAIRMAN reported
the passing of the Bill in Committee.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

On motions of Hon. Dr. H. G. CummINs, see-
onded by Hon. M. E. Cox in each case, the Bill
was read a third fime and passed.

BILL TO AMEND THE CIVIL
ESTABLISHMENT ACT

also stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of
Social Services: To move the second reading of a
Bill to amend the Civil Establishment Act, 1949.
Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker —
This bill is an amendment to the Civil Establishment
Aet, 1949. There was an amendment to the Clerieal
Qérvice Act in 1949 amending the Aet of 1947. Up to
then, the power was given to the Governor to adjust

the salary of any officer, who was on an incremental |

salary scale, in case where circumstances involving’

. any undue hardship arose. The Civil Establishment
. Act at present makes no provision for the adjust-
~ment of salary or increment, after the initial salary
has been fixed. It is considered desirable that the Gov- |

crnor should continue to exercise this power. Accord-
ingly, thig Bill seeks to amend the Civil Establish-
ment Act 1949, so as to confer on the Governor, pow-

ers similar to those previously vested in him under

the Clerical Service Aect, 1944 as amended by the
Clerical Service (Amendment) Act, 1947. Also, this
Bill seeks to resolve all doubts which may hgve
arisen, as to the powers of the Goverfior under Sec-
tion 4 of the Civil Establishment Aect 1944; and
consequently, to cover those cases to “which adjust-
ments have already been made. This Bill seekg to
give effect to the amendments ag from the 1st April
1948.

In other words, by the amendment to the 1947
Act, the Governor lost kis power. It might have been
an oversight; but the fact remains, there was some
doubt as to the powers of the Governor. As a matter
of fact, there are certain cases, which were dealt
with according to the 1947 Act. That is to say, the
Governor would give an increment or two where he
thought it was necessary. The Crown Law Officer
thought that the Act should be amended, and that
the Governor should have the power which he
originally had, in order to regularise those cases
which were dealt with before the mistake was found
out. ' ’

6.50 p.m.

As I have said, we would have to go back to the
Debates, in order to find out ’Whé;th'-ér this” was the
intention, or whether it was a mistdke in the draft-
ing. 1 beg to move that this Bill'be ‘low ‘réad a
second time. R

Hon. M. E. COX: 8ir, in seconding the moticn
for the second reading of this Bill, T would like to
draw to the attentioti' 6t honourable mémbet§, that Sir
Errol Dos Santos in his Report, made recommenda-
tions which this House accepted; and that officers
who had’ cértain qualifications should be given cer-
tain increments. That recommendation, along with
many others, was aceepted by this House; bt on close
scrutiny by the Crown Lawy Officers, as the Hon.
Minister of Soeial Seryices has said, there vas
scme doubt as to the powers of the Governor under
Secpion IV of the Civil Establishment Act, 1949. I
for cne, believe, it was always the intention, that the
Governor should have this power. '

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker,—I would
like to hear more than what is set out in the
Objects and Reasons, and what has been said, I would
kave liked the honourable Minister to have made
some specific reference to points which he had in
mind. The last speaker made ome reference to what
was stated in the Dos Santos Report. What was
stated in that Report, was purely a matter for the
Government. The Governor knows very well, he
himself eannot decide to award an officer an inere-
ment, on the basis of qualifications, except
to the policy of the Government. The Govern-

| jment of the, day, must decide by some
Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day |

Conerete policy and say, if an officer is work-
ing in some particular capacity and is given some
other task, or it is well through some circumstances,
Le should be placed higher in the salary scale. The
Government must decide what is the amount of the
inerement, it should award to such an officer. The
Government must come with a statement saying,
it is our considered opinion, such an officer should
be placed at such an incremental scale; so that there
is nothing of the Governor acting within his
discretion.

As it now stands, we are not in a position to
know whether this is a mistake in draughtsmanshin
or not; and added to that, T do not believe that is
the point. Prior to 1939, when the Civil Establish-
ment was under the old system, the Governor acted
in his own diseretion in many instances; and I
know many of the Civil Servants did not like it.
There were protestations in many instances. What
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L do feel is, the Government should be able to say
quite clearly what the position is. Government
should say why it has reverted to the old system.
Speaking for myself —and 1 have no desire to op-
pose the idea, that the Governmor should have the
discretion of awarding increments in certain in-
stances,—I would like to say, with this system of
Ministerial Government, one wants to be in a posi-
tion where he can feel that Ministers are responsible
for the running of the country. This Bill is not
cealing with the question of appointing persons in
the service. This Bil] deals with the emoluments
which the officer should get,—the money to be paid
out of the public treasury. If you are going to
give the GQovernor the right to act in cases of this
sort, how are you going to get Ministers to be respon-
sible for something which may take place in matters
of this sort? For instance, during the last session
of this House, I asked a question: ‘Will the Gov-
ernment state what are the Rules and conditions that
govern the award of War Service Credit to mem-
bers of the public Credit and others, who have not
received it. This is a new session, and I suppose I
will have to ask that question again. Up to now, prae-
tically six months after I bave asked that question,
I have not received an answer yet. The 1949 Aet
did not empower the Govermment to award Warv
Service credit; but we know of people in the service,
who have been drawing credits for their services
performed, and others who have performed war ger-
vice, who are not drawing any credits. When that
question was asked, one would have thought that
the Minister dealing with that particular matter,
could have given some clarification on the point; but
up to now, nothing has been said on that point.
You also have another instance, where at the end of
the last session, the House debated the question of
the appointment of g Surveyor-Draftsman to the
Department of Highways and Transport. There
was a man who was working in that Department
whom you wanted to appoint to that post. The Reso-
lation was eventually passed and that officer was to
be appointed to that post. The question is: who has
decided the amount of increment that man should
receive? How are we to know whether it was o
recommendation of a Minister? Under this consti-
tutional development, it is necessary to be able to
say who is responsible for such things. There can
be no point that you are responsible for certain
things, and certain things which appear essential, are
to be couched in Legislative terms.

I am not in a position to say who are the
persons affected by this Bill, and how the increments
which they have received wonld work out; neither
have we heard any word to-day, as to whether you
should regard it as a hardship. A man who joins
the service, cannot eclaim any special hardship,
when he is put at the foot of the incremental scale.
I know that they are some people in the service
today, who during the war, was working in what T
would regard as a quasi government department;
and some of those departments have become incor-
prorated in the public service since the war. The
Fighery Office, was one of those C.D. & W. posts which
is now being taken over by this Government. Yom
are likely to have some clerk who was working in that
plarticular part of the serviece at the time, when
that was a department of C. D. & W. In instances
such as these you are rewarding an officer for hig
service ; you are not giving him any undue advantage
over his counterparts. You are only putting him in
line with a person who had joined the service at the
same time as a person who began to work in a quasi-
Government Department.

7.00 p.m.

——— g

The homourable Minister should be able to bring
examples of cases, where this would apply. 1t is not
for me to cite such cases, It is for the introducer
of this Bill to make clear what is meant; and to what
limit they intend to go with these increments.-
Wiill it be a case for the Governor to use his dis-
cretion? It must be the responsibility of the Govern-
ment to say how far it is intended to go, where the
giving of these increments is concerned. I hope, what
happened at Crickledon in the U.K., would be suffi-
cient to show the Government that Ministers are
always responsible for administrative matters. When
there is Ministerial Government, Ministers must be
able to say what is their view with respect to such
niatters as these inerements. The Minister in charge
should be able to give us some examples of what he
means, by the hardships to which he has referred.

Some people may make out a hardships for them-
selves, because they feel they should be in a better
position than some one else. When a man joins the
service, and gets a qualification in a particular
branch, there is no case of hardship if the Govern-
ment does not give him an inerement. If the Gov-
ernment calls on him to take a particular examina.
tion, that is a different thing. We have a young man
in the Service today, who has been seconded to the
Regional Economic Committee. He has taken the
B.Sc. in Economies; but if he remained in the local
Service, how many more increments would you give
him because he has taken that degree? He qualifies
himself, and now, not only cam the Barbados Gov-
ernment look to him, but he has been seconded to
the R.E.C. at a higher salary than the Barbados
Government will be willing to pay. But you can-
not say, because a man gets a (ualification, ipso
facto he should get three increments. For those
reasons, [ think that a clear statement should be
made at this stage.

The situation prior to 1949, was different from.
the situation today. If anyone has fallen into the
error of talking about hardships and qualifications
he must be prepared to say what he means. No
schoobmaster at an Blementary School will get addi-
tional increments because he has taken the B.A.
degree. That does not put him on the same seale
as a degree man at any of the Secondary s-hools. All
that we say is, maybe if a man in the teaching ser-
vice takes his degree, he may be a better teacher
and he may deserve some consideration.

A Minister cannot expect that what is stated in
the Objects and Reasons of a Bill ig all that you are
prepared to tell the House. If that were so a member
could read the Bill at home and send a written reply
saying that he agreed or disagreed with it. The
Objects and Reasons state, it is considered desirable
that the Governor should continue to exercise this
power, and accordingly this Bill seeks to amend the
Civil Establishment Aect, 1949. It also says, prior
to the wassing of that Aect, the Governor, by virtue
of the provisions of Section 5 (4) of the Clerical
Service Act, 1944, as amended by the Clerical Ser-
vice (Amendment) Aect, 1947, No. 2, had power to
adjust the salary of an officer who was on an inere-
mental salary scale in any case where circumstances
involving undue hardship to such an officer arose.
This means sir, this is one of those powers which the
Colonial Regulations is likely to give to the Govern-
ment. But according to the system we are developing,
we do not want to perpetunate a system which is
likely to give dissatisfaction, if it is not eclearly ex-
plained. Therefore, it is the responsbility of the
Minister in charge to say, what is meant by this
amendment. You should enlighten the House as to
the reason why it is considered necessary to give the
Governor this discretion. Although the Bill is non-
controversial in some respects, eertain aspects of it
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are very important. We want to know why it is
necessary to revert to the situation under which
the Governor had these powers. 'The honourable
Minister talked about cases of gualification. That is
not a case of undue hardship.

Mr. LEWIS: The 1949 Act states specifical-
ly that it is in the case of the initial appoint-
ment that the Governor is allowed to wmake this
adjustment. It must have been thought, when some-
one was coming into your service for the first time,
or was being transferred from the Service of another
colony to the local Service, that that was the stage at
which he should be given two increments instead of
one so as to compensate him for coming to the
island and accepting an appointment in the Service.
But why after that? Why can’t he earn his incre-
ments in the usual way after that?

Section 2, subsection (4) of the Clerical Service
Amendment Act, 1944 says: “If on the coming
into operation of this Act or at anytime thereafter
it shall appear to the Governor that the provisions
of this Act with regard to the earning of salary
or annual increments would cause undue hardship to
any officer, or if at anytime any case shall arise in
connection with the earning of salary or annual inere-
ments in respect of which there is no provision in
this Aet the Governor may take such adjustment as
he shall deem expedient provided that the limits
prescribed by this Act shall in no case be exceeded.”’

I would like to have some example to guide
me. Some particular case must have occurred. I can
quite see the case in respeet of an initial appoint-
ment, and probably in respect of a transfer of an
officer here. You might need to put up such an officer
in the scale; but I would like an example. There must
be something that the Government thought, apart
from the whim of the Governor. I know that peo-
ple become qualified, and they are not given
employment in that branch of the serviee in which
they are qualified. You may get an engineer in the
Post Office, or a lawyer in the Income Tax Depart-
ment. Whose fault is it? Why do these escape at-
tention? I feel there should be some policy on the
part of the Govermment, quite apart from the whim
of any particular man.

740 p.m.

1 do not know, if it is justifiable or not, but
there seems to be some disagreement with the sys-
tem ag worked before; but the 1949 Act says, the
fixing or adjusting of salaries on an incremental
scale, applies only on tke initial appointment. As
a mattter of fact, the 1949 Act broke the constitu-
tion of this colony, in so far as taking money out
of the Treasury is concerned. By this Aect, the Other
Place can approve of a scale of salaries being taken
out and paid to officers, before this House considers
tlie relative Civil Establishment Order at all. How-
ever, I would like to hear instances given; and I hope
we will hear them in committee. We do not have
to eall names, but instances can be given.

This amending Aect strikes me as being most
peculiar. It is an Act to amend the Civil Establish-
ment Act of 1949, and it is to come into effect as
from the 1st April, 1948, I am not in a position to
say whether it is right or not; but it strikes me, you
are amending an Act, and the amending Act is to
take effect from the 1st. April, 1948! T hope that if
anything is wrong with this Bill, we will postpone
consideration of it, and get it put right. I really can-
not see how you can amend an Act of 1949 and make
the amendment retrospective as from the 1st April,
1948. This 1949 Act has several Schedules. What
strikes me is this, if you say that before 1949 this
matter was alright, I do not see any necessity for

making it retrospective; because it must have ex-
isted before. The Governor had these powers up to
the repeal of the 1947 Act and since then, it does
not appear to be very clear whether he had these
powers or not. I am merely saying, I hope this
House will not be led into passing some thing which
is obviously wrong, and kave it sent back to us. 1
am sick of that state of affairs.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: The honourable
junior member for St. Peter knows as well as the
world, the Executive fixes salaries, ineremental or
otherwise, and after that they have nothing more
to do with the matter. All granting of increments
and the withholding of increments, are matters for
the Governor. Now sir, the 1944 Act says this:—’

“If during the first year after the coming into
operation of this Aect it shall appear to the Govern-
ment that the provision of this Act with regard to
the earning of annual inerements would cause an
undue hardship to any officer, or if thereafter any
case shall arise in connection with the earning of
snnual inerements in respect of which there is ne
provision in this Aet, the Governor may make such
adjustments as he shall deem expedient provided
that the limits preseribed by this Act shall in no case
be exceeded.”’

The 1947 Aect is somewhat similar. It says this:—

‘“If on the coming into operation of this Aect
or at any time thereafter it shall appear to the
Governor that the provisiong of this Act with re
gard to tke earning of salary or annual incremenits
would cause undue hardship to any officer, or if at
any time any case shall arise in connection with
the earning of salary or annual increments in re-
spect of which there is no provision in this Act, the
Governor may make such adjustments as he shall
deem expedient provided that the limits preseribed
hy this Aect shall in no case be exceeded.”’

And the 1949 Civil Establishment Act says
this :—

““Where the Emoluments attached to an office
established by an order under Section 3 of this Act
inelude a salary on an incremental seale the Gov-
ernor may order that the initial salary of any
person appointed to such office shall include such
an amount of inerement as he thinks proper.”’

In the Cilerical Service (Amendment) Act of
1947 the words ‘‘at any time thereafter’’ are used
and, ag I have already said, the object of this Bill
is to restore to the Governor the power which he
had originally. There are cases, principally of
School teachers, in which adjustments were made
by the Governor; and it was thought that the words
‘at anytime thereafter’ should be omitted. This Act
of 1949 makes provision only for the initial salary.
There were a few teachers whose salaries were ad- -
justed by the Governor under the law of 1944 and
1947, and it was doubtful whether the Act of 1949
gave him the power to do so.

7.20 pm.

Because there were eight cases, mainly teach-
ers, whose salaries were adjusted, as the Governor
thought he had the power to do that is why it is asked
to make this Bill retrospective as from 1st April,
1948. Tt has been asked to make this Bill retro-
spective, in order to legalise what was done.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir, there is just one ques-
tion I would like to ask the Honourable Minister.
‘Why was the power which the Governor had in
this matter, withheld at the time the 1949 Act was
drafted? There must have been some fairly valid
reason, for discontinuing to give the Governor
that power which he previously. held under the
1944 Aet. Tt is to be assumed that the people who
drafted the 1949 Aect, and those who presented it
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to the Legislature,—the honourable members oppo-
site,—~were fully conscious of what they were
doing at the time. Here it is, you have two sets
of legislation before the House dealing with the
same matters; each giving the Governor this same
power. You seek to give the Governor this power,
only when the officer enters the service but you
give him no power afterwards, to order any n-
crbafe that he may think is proper. 1 cannot
imagine, the Attorney General, the Executive, and
the Governor of that time, could have failed to
1ealiée the omission they were making. What we
are doing here now, is to legalise breaches of the
Law by the Governor, sitice 1949; since he thought,
he had the potver which was previously conferred
upon him by the 1944 and 1947 Act. If the Gov-
ernor fully realises he was short of this power,
and he proceeded to make salary adjustments after
1949, well then, let him face the consequences for
his qc}\iong. Don’t ask the Assembly to back you
in saying that you had no valid reasons for doing it,
or that we were careless in our drafting; and now
in ’tifl‘e considered opinion of the Government, that
power should be restored to the Goveror, because
he previously enjoyed it.

- Now, sir, nothing so far has been said, to
make it appear justifiable that the 1949 Act, was
carelessly drafted, or irresponsibly dealt witk by
the UDegmistature. Until that can be stated and
rroved, this House is justified in feeling that the
1947. Act, represented the maximum power whick
we thought should have been conferred upon. the
Governor under the elrcumstances; and that there
must be some specidl reasons, which make it neces-
sdry for us, retrospectively, to consider the power
which We had eéhferked lipon the Governor again.
One would have thouglit that the constitutional de-
velspment of ‘thik colony, as well 4s the develop-

ment with regard to the administration of the'

Civil Service, that is, the establishment of -the
‘Whitley ‘Council and the Civil Service Commission,
both of whieh have been established since 1949,
wotld have added something to the argument that
the 1949 powers represented the utmost which the
Governor should have in this matter; or whether
it was to the contrary. There has been no such
argiment. If the opposite be the case, sir, it
certainly devélves upon the Civil Service Commis-
sién, and the mover of this Bill, to explain to our
satisfdction, what ‘are the real reasons to induce
them to reconsider their view of 1949, and to re-
confer the power which was ‘conferred on ‘the
Governor in 1944 and 19471 and of which he was
denied, with a full sense of responsibility, by the
Legislature of 1949.

‘The question that the Bill be now read a -

second time was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

On the motion of Honourakle Dr. H. G. CuMMINS
seconded by Honourable M. E. Cox, Mr. SpPEAKER
left the Chair and the House went into Committee
on the Bill, Mr. SmiTHe being in the Chair.

Clause 1 was called and passed.

Clause 1T was called.

‘ “2. Bection four of the Civil Establishment
Act, 1949, is hereby amended by deleting the words
from “that the initial” oceurring in line four there
of to the end of the section and by substituting
therefor the following paragraphs—
‘f(l) that the initial salary of any person
appointed to such office shall inelude such an

amount on inerement -as. he thinks ‘expedient:

(2) that, in any case in which it shall ap-
pear to the Governor that there are special

circumstances relating to the amount of =sal-
ary or annual increments of a person already
appointed to such office whiech operate unfair-
ly upon or to the prejudice of such person
and fwhich warrant special adjustment, the
salary of such person shall be adjusted within
the limits of the scale in such manner as the

Governor may deem expedient.”

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: I beg to move that
clause I stand part of this Bill.

Hon, M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that,

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman,—I do
not want to prolong this debate; but I want to make
quite clear, the point which I put forward just now.
I think, T can do it easily, now that the House is in
Committee. I never said that the Executive Committee
kad anything to do with the granting of increments.
What I said was, what you are now introducing has
nothing to do with that. You are not now agreeing to
Imerements which have been agreed to by the Civil
Establishment Act of 1949. Suppose a man was an.
pointed in the Service at a salary scale of $1,200
rising by $120 to $2,400 annually ; the Governor does
rot now interfere with the increment of $120 which
that man js now getting. What the Executive is now
saying is that there are cases in the service, where it is
felt, with respect to the incremental raise of a man’s
salary, if the Governor feels that there is need for
some re-adjustment, that is, that the man should be
put at some other point in the seale other than what
he is getting, the Governor shall have the power to
make the adjustment. What the honourable mover
and seconder of the Bill seem not to appreciate, when
they read the 1949 Act, and when the honourable
raover was advised by his advisers on it, is that the
3949 Act is an improvement on the 1944 and the
1947 Acts. We changed those Aects, so that the
Geovernor should not appoint a madhn who entered the
Service, at a salary above the initial salary. 1In the
case I put forward as an instance, the Governor
would have to appoint the man at $100 per month;
ke could not put him at the maximum of $200, cr
at any point within the salary scale. According to the
1944 Aect, the Governor could have done that. ‘

7.30 p.m.

As the hon. junior member for the City said,
you are going back to 1948. This is the pertinent
auestion which should be answered: Are you taking
service into consideration from 19482 In other
words, are you giving the Gavernor authority to back
pay people from 19482 If a man should have been gét-
ting $100.00 a month in 1948, are you going to put
him to-day to that point in the scale taking the years
since 1948 into consideration, but not necessarily giv-
ing bim back pay? What do yeu mean by this retro-
spechive Act? Are ydu paybeg money rétrospectively,
or taking service into account retrospectively? The
Government must feel that something has gone wrong
within the Service, or they would not have come
down with ‘this. You are going back to the 1944
Aet and "gﬁfing the Govérnor power to adjtst salaries.
There vas a time, when the (Governor’s hands were
tied. You could mot employ a man in the Long
Grade Service unless he started at $50.00 a month!
The Governor can to-day’, ¢mploy a man in the Tiong
Grade Service at a é€rtain point above $5000 a
month ; and even now, there are still anomalies in the
Service. A man is a senidr officer, ke is appointéd
to an executive post, and he has to stand still for
three or four years. What is the position about that?

Some Ministers &t here with ‘their smugness
and all the time, they know nothirg abott the serious
administrative matters which théy are supposed to
be responsible for. When they are not importing
motives, they make stupid asides. Thke Government
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15 laying down a policy. They must tell the ‘Governor
this is their view. What ‘does ‘the Minister 'mean by
emalification? He mextioned people in ‘the Teaching

Service. There wonld be no snstter of lefting out
& secret by saying thalt a schoel teacher whs appointed

at such a salary and-—

T ‘foel thet the hon. ‘meber
is makiwg & gpeech. ,
. Me. F. L WALCOTT:  Of eourse I am making
& speech, Mr. Chairman. -1 am mbking a speech on
Section 2; and I make Mo apdlogy for doing so. Read

*  the section that 1 #m dealing with, and draw to my

attention where I :am out of order.

Mr. CHATIRMAN: I 4in merely avking the hon

mesmbyer 1o keep to the section which is before us.
Mr. ¥ L. WALCOTY: If the @overnor will

bave these discretionary powers, let us know preeise- |

Iy of a case or of cases; where the Aet as it stands

was too rigid for him to work within it. The ques, |
What'
resipect to a:
sarveyor, who is not' a qualified surveyor to:day, but’]

tion of qualificattom just dees not arise.
would ke tke recommendation with

who becomes ghalified tomotrow? ‘What imerement

wodild dre -beé giver? A file must come to a Minister.
for him o mpprove or not approve, in cases where’
you are breaking new ground.  That must happen,
when there is a Ministerial System of Government.:

One would expect, in such cases, where the paying of
money out of the ’freasﬁrg is involved, cases which
are likely to give ¥ise to di

‘than they, one wonld feel that those responsible for

government would be in a position to give us the’

Pacts. The hon. member simply asked, what age
‘thesé easts in which you feel, incretents should be
given, and how many inerements? This Bill could
1ot have come before us, unléess the Minister respon-
sible for introducing it, saw what tke Establishment
Officer wrote on it. He must have written something
in the files on it. L _

When a member of the House asks a Minister
for information of this sort, information which is
not secret, that member should not be regarded as
someone in the street asking someone else about their
private business. This is a public issue involving the
spanding of public money. ‘

7.40-

There is too much smugness, when a guestion is.
being asked in this way ;-and it is not asked with the.

object of any pin-pricking. You want to be clear
in your mind, that when you have passed these
amendments, you know what you have passed. 1
am voicing something, which is going to affect people

who work in the Public Servie:. Anything which T
do of a public nature, I should be clear in my mind,
as to what I am doing. The Hon. Minister did not,
snswer the point I have made; and I hope he will.

do so now that h: has an opportunity of doing so.
Hon. M. B, COX: I am sure the hon. member

was not serious when he suggested that Ministers:
should be interested in the administrative duties of -
any Administrator. If T remember correctly, the ques-
tion of regulating increments, was one of the things

to which the hon. member agreed; also that no Min-
jster skould héve anything to do with it, under the
Ministerial set up. The hon. member agreed that the
Public Bervice Commission should functicn, without
interference, where Ministers are concerned. The
Public Service Commission makes recommendations
for appointments to the Civil Service and so on, to
the Governor, and the Governor exeeutes those recom
mendations. In paragraph 8 of the Acting Gover-
nor’s Message, which went to the Secretary of State
for the Colonies relative to Ministerial Status, and
with which the Secretary of State for the Colonies

ispute, because some peo-
ple may feel that otheévs have had better treatment.

sgiecd, ‘says, any system which is introduced now,
ghould enstite ‘that ‘the Public Setvice and the Police,
should ot h Puture come under any politicdl con-
trol or influence. We studliously avoided meddling
with the Civil Service. T think ‘that we were right In
doing so; because there might be an officer who
might not 'be favourdbly disposed to ‘something, and

1 ene might be ‘nelined to say ‘this officer should net

get this or that. #hat is one of the reasoms, why
we witd wWe would hot ‘have anything to do Wit

any appointirents, dismissals or proposhls. I thin
it would he a ‘sorry day for Ministers, i they wefe
to become involved or entangled, in these ‘purely
wdministrative matbers. T think, the Hon. Minister
f 'Soctal Services has ‘elearly outlined ‘the réasotis
for ‘the amendinent to this Aet. - , ,

The hon. juniop member for $t. Peter kas said,

the 1949 ‘Act i wn Improvement on the Acts of 1944
wnd 1947, T am afraid T canfot agres with that.
White 01t the oné hand, the Atts of 1942 and 1‘91‘
cave the Governor power to adjust an oficer’s salary,
on the ‘other hand, undet the Act of 1949, the Gov-
Mo was ‘only given the right to put a mah At any
point in thée scale, which he felt was reasonable &t
the beginning. After he has been put i the scals,
the Governor has absolutsly mo right to 8ivé him
any inereased emoluments. I believe &the people
might like the 1944 Act, because the Goveriod had
the right to adjust chtaries; wheteas, under this Act,
where you Have made the inftial appoitmént and
“Bwed tha salary, despits "t%‘e giralifieationg which an
officer mi%zlt' attain afterwards, the Governor cannet
—imﬁ;ase the galary or give ahy dccelerated inGve-
ments. :
‘ The Secretary of &tute for the Colonies, in
netesing to Minlsterlal Status, noted it had been
Agreud upon, that any system whieh is intreddesd
Hov, shonkd ensure that the Public Service and the
Police showld 1ot covie under any political confrol
op influehce. He regardedl the muintetiance of these
prineiples as being essential. We all agreed to that,
The honourable junior member for St. Peter was a
-member of the Whitley Cétineil; and I am sure, he
h&s pfo’pqﬁﬁ'ded that prificiple and agreed to it
fot some tiMe noty. The honotrablée member is now
suggestine thut the Ministers should come in and
mgke vecomiendations or Interfere in matters such
as these. I do not think it is in the interest of the
-eotmunity, for 4 Minister to interfere with that
purt of the machitiéry of Government,

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: 1 do not know at what
stage of my remarks I could have given the im-
pressionn that I was suggesting that a Minister should
interfere in these matters as mentioned by the hon.
Minister. You are now introducing a Bill; and you
st be able to say what is your position with re-
gard to the proposition which you are putting before

| the Hotise. You are asking that increments be

granted; and we are asking for what purpose these
increments are to be granted. You must know what
are the reasons which are gniding you to go back to
what existed before. What we are saying is that if Mr.
‘“A’’ has requested that this incremental stage should
be so adjusted, the Govertior should be able fo act
fairly and squarely to him. We are asking what
those cases are? It is no question of Ministerial
interference. This is a question of presenting a case;
and you must know what the instances are, . I
repeat, this is not a question of Ministerial interfer-
ence. It is within your province to know, if the
salary of a particular office is $200 a month, the
Governor cannot appoint anybody at a salary higher
than that. What I am saying ig this: the Executive
Coinmittee must ¥now what is really in their min

to give people. The Executive Committee have
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agreed, in respect of any qualificationg a man gets, he
must be given a reward for it. My views about Min-
isterial Status are even stronger to-day, than they
were before; because I can see, it is devolving upon
people to run their own business.

7.50 p.m.

T am of the opinion, if Barbadog is to have a
Ministerial Government, it should be as close to reality
as possible; and not merely a gesture of some con-
stitutional ehange What I said earlier, was nothing
to the effect that a Minister should go and appoint
4 man, or should appoint their friends to a job. All
that T am saying is, what you have said, and what
I know is the case in the Service; that is, where
people join the Service at a certain stage hke after
‘they were employed in some quasi Government de-
partment, (they were working with the Government,
‘but were not Civil Servants), those are the kind of
cases wkere the Governor can make adjustments for
the first time when they have been appointed in the
Service. I know of two men in the Customs Depart-
ment now, who were not in the Service when they

‘first started out to work; they had been employed

seven or eight years before in some quasi Govern
ment department. Have they received any War
service eredit? (A VOICE: Yes). An hon. Minis
ter has answered ‘‘Yes’’; but the hon. mover and
seconder of tke Bill, had nothmg to say on that point
Those are the cases of hardship which I mentioned.
I would like to know, when are you going to take
such cases into consideration. Are you taking into
consideration all the years of service of cases of
that sort, or only some? The Government must
know tkose persons to whom War service credit
should be given. You cannot say, a Minister is in-
terfering with the Civil Serviee, if he is seeking to
find out why tke Government has given some people
War Service credit, and has not given others. Are
you interfering withi the Service, when you say what.
is good for one, is good for all? Sir, I would be the
last person to suggest that under any constitutional
development, you should allow a system where a Min-
ister could interfere with the normal running of a
department. There is a Minister sitting now, whom
I hope has changed his mind in that respect. Wken
it comes to certain people, some Ministers would like
to bring down the earth, God, and the whole Uni
verse.

' Sir, T never suggested that you should dismiss
any Attorney General or Accountant General because
you felt they did something or drafted something,
against you. I am not askmg any Minister to in-
terfere with the prerogative given to the Head of
the Administration.

Mr. LEWIS: Just for record purposes, I would
like this point made clear. As I understand the hon.
junior member for St. Peter, when a Bill of this
nature is about to be brought down to this House,
some information on the objects and reasons asking
‘that the Bill be passed, is normally given to the
Minister who is to introduce the measure. He should
be told, in a case like this Bill, these things existed
before; but were cut out either by an oversight or
something. Also that these particular cases have
arisen now. They would certainly say, to the Min-
ister, the case of Mr. So-and-so has arisen, and the
Law as it stands now, prevents any 1nterference
with his salary; or that Mr. So-and-so is now at a
disadvantage, because no adjustments ean be made
to his salary.

I now see the reasons for the 1949 Act. At that
time, you were given the opportumty to go through
your whole service and re-appoint people to posts.
You were glven the opportunity to say that such a
man had a grievance; therefore you adjusted his

—

salary to suit. What right have you to interfere with
that, after you bad been given that opportunity?
As far as teachers are eoncerned, this House has
agreed to a principle, whereby, if a man cbtained his
degree or goes to Erdiston College, he should get an
additional increment for those qualifications. I am
quite sure that is so. I would really like to know, what
is the complaint the Teackers have, to get this adjust-
ment. What I suspect is happening is this; not only
the initial salary, but the salary of these people
ar anytime is to be interfered with so that if you
wish to keep a man in a particular position, cr you
wish to put somebody in a job which you think he
should be doing, you will be able to go back to him
and offer him a sop. I would like to question whether
the House is willing to agree to that. What you are
doing now is this: a man is in the Income Tax De-
rartment, and he becomes a lawyer, and you do not
want to send him to the legal department, you ean
teep him in the Income Tax department and give
him another inerement; or if he cannot get on with a
particular job, you can keep him in another depart-
ment over a time, and to prevent him from having
a grievance if you push up somebody beneath him,
you can give him another increment. Thisg is really
brought down for that purpose.

What the hon. junior member for St. Peter is
asking, as I understand him, is: are we going to allow
this subsequent adjustment? It seems to me, as if we
are afraid to say anything about it; becaunse, we feel
we should not interfere. Do you mean to tell me,
even now it would be wrong for us to enguire?
Certainly you can give me a concrete case. You can
dive it, You ecan say, here is a man who was appoiist-
ed in 1949 to a post in the Civil Establishment.
After taking into consideration everything with
regard to his service otherwise, you gave him two
increments. That was in 1949, but you want to give
him two increments this year therefore, you want
to make this Bill retrospective so as to give him the
two increments. My question is: wky did you not
consider the case properlv in 19492

5.00 p.m.

I am asking for a conerete case. Tell me, some-
one has come into this Service, or has been trans-
ferred from another Service to this cne. Tell me,
they are still in this post, and they have not been
given, or have been given increments; and that cer-
tain circumstances have arisen to cause you to give
them another inerement or other increments. Give
us a concrete case that has clinched you, in restor-
ing these powers to the Governor. I do not know
what we are doing at all. It seems to me, we are giv-
ing the Governor power to keep people in certain
posts, and he will look after their salary from time
to time. The only time that the House will hear any-
thing about it, is when two people start off together
and one gets twice the increments that the other gets.
It would appear that you are giving the Governor
the power to create dissatisafetion in the Service.

The Governor has to make these decisions. I
hear a Minister saying in an ‘@aside that the
‘Governor will make his decisions on the re-
commendation of the Civil Service Commission.
I do not see that anywhere in this Bill. If
it is so, we should be told. What we should
remember is this: an officer is in a position through
the Whitley Couneil, through the Civil Service As-
sociation, and through the Public Service Commis-
sion, to state his grievances. He has an opportunity
to put his own case. There is no one, who would
think of grievances for another person as he wonld
think of them for himself.
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Are we to give the Governor power to go ahead

-and spend money out of the Treasury when ne likes?
_And are the members of the Government afraid to

explain it, because they fear they may be interfering
with the Pubhe Service Commission? The hon. Min-
ister seems to have a lot of faith in the Public Ser-
vice Commission. I hope he will never find that his
confidence has been misplaced.

You have been working the 1949 Act for the last
five years. If as a result of your experience, you find
that this amending Act is necessary, certainly you

. could give one concrete example. If the 1947 Aet gave

the Governor this power you now want to restore by
1epealing the 1949 Act, why shouid this Act be retro-

.spective to 1948? It must be intended to cover up

something. There is something behind, this. It is just
like the other day, when the (Government wanted to
bring in five clerks, and they waited until the Legis-
Jature was to be prorogued so that they could rush

.1t through. Let the Natural Gas Corporation employ

‘the staff they want; and let the people in their ser-
vice have an opportunity of saying if they want to

‘remain in the Service, or if they want to go else-
~where. If it were an attempt to amend subsection (4)

of Section 3, that would be something which the

‘representatives of the people would like to amend.
"But not deliberately giving away the power of the

House of Assembly; and now giving more power to

-the Governor. Unless I can get the concrete exam-

ples which I asked for, I will not support this sec-

-tion.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before you put the ques-
tion, sir, ‘I would say, there must have been some
~-alid reason for having shorn the Governor of this
power in 1949. Like the hon. junior member for the

"City, 1 am at a loss to find out why if the 1949 Act
‘amended the 1947 Act,,the 1954 Act should only be

retrospective to 1948. The position that obtained in
1948 also obtained in 1947 ; because the 1947 Aect did
not repeal the 1948 Act.

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of Order, sir, the

hon. member is making a second reading speech. He

1s criticising the principle of the Bill which has
teen agreed to by the House. (Mr. LEWIS: He is

-speaking on clause 3, which he should not be speak-

ing on).
8.10 p.m.

Mr. CRAWFORD : The position is this; I am

strongly of the opinion that there must have been

some really valid reason for taking this power from

the Governor in 1949. Since 1949, the Public Service
Commission was responsible for dealing with mat-

ters such as these; and I am therefore proposing
:an amendment in the penultimate line of Section 2,

.80 that the end of the section will read ‘‘within the

limits of the scale in such manner as the Governor
.on the recommendations of the Public Service Com-

‘mission may deem expedient’’. It is either, we have

-some confidence in the Public Service Commission

.as an instrument of Civil Service policy, or we

have no confidence in the Public Service Commis-

-sion. I want to say that at any time we can propose
-that such and such a person be removed from the Com-
‘mission ; but we must keep in mind, the reasons why
.a Public Service Commission was appointed. You
.are now in 1954, reverting to legislation ten years
-ago. which ignored the Public Service Commission;

without in 1954, paying due attention to the fact,
that you have got a duly coustituted and operative

“body to concern itself with matters relating to the

Civil Service. One is justified in assuming that the
1949 Act was either a great oversight on the part of
those responsible, or that the Governor has abused or

~wras likely to abuse his power. Therefore, the 1949 Act

took the power from him. If that was felt in 1949,
let us be assured that the Governor eannot do thdt
in 1954. He should use this power with the concur-
rence of the Public Service Commission. I therefore
propose, section 2 of this Bill should read as 1 have
snggested; and 1 am confident, the Government, if it
appreelates the responsibility thrust upon the Pub-
liec Service Commission, and appreciates the posit-
ion which it occupies in the controlling and con-
ducting of the Public Service of the colony, the Gov-
ernment eannot do otherwise, than endorse the sug-
gestion that the Governor should exercise this power
cnly after consultation and agreement with and by
the Public Service Commission.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: If the Government still
cmploys the system of the Whitley Council, I should
like to know if an agreement has been reaehed with
the Whitley Council. As the position stands now, it
is the Public Service Commission which is adv1s1nﬂ'
the Governor. What I want to know is this: has
there been any agreement reached with the Whitley
Council? I ask that question, because the Government
cannot say, they believe in Trade Union rights, and
tken do not give their own servants something which
is elementary. If they agree with this, then they
should say, while they do unot have to ratlfy every-
thing which the Civil Service Association recom-
mends, at the same time, Parliament is cuite willing
to approve of something, where an agreement has
been reached between the Civil Service representa-
tives and the Government. If there has been agree-
ment, then that eases the position; because it will
show, that the Government has acted in a democratic
manner. I want to know, if the Civil Service Asso-
ciation and the Whitley Council have discussed this
matter.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : The o’bJect of this Bill, is
to regularise any Act which might have tdken place
between 1949 and to-day. This Bill is to make it
doubly clear that the Governor still retains the power
vested in him under the Acts of 1944 and 1947. As far
as the amendment proposed by the hon. senior memn-
ber for St. Philip is concerned, I would like to re-
mind him that the Governor appoints a Public Service
Commission and accepts recommendations made by
that body; but he need not accept them. The Chief
Executive nominates his Public Service Commission,
and the Public Service Commission and the Hstab-
lishment Branch work hand in hand, dealing with
appointments, promotions, the granting of inecre-
ments, questions of behaviour, and things of that
sort. As the hon. senior member for St. Michael,
has said, it was made clear in all the various memo-
randa dealing with the Ministerial System, that
questions of appointments, promotions, discipline
and things of that sort, would not be vested in any
Ministerial set up. (A MEMBER: We are not deal-
ing with that.) T am dealing with that, because 1
have heard it mentioned over and over again. This
Bill is merely revesting in the Governor, the powers
which he formally possessed, and which are rightly
and truely hidden. I repeat, what is before us now,
is a question of regularising the position with regard
tc the Civil Establishment Bill of 1949, and bringing
it into line with the Clerical Service Acts of 1944
and 1947. The amendment of 1949 was simply an
oversight, There was no intention of taking from the
Governor the power which he previously enjoyed.
8.20 n.m.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The Hon. Minister of
Agriculture is usually sound in his arguments; but
his argnment now, is a contradiction to what hoth
{he Hon. Minister of Social Services and the Hon.
Minister of Communications said. The question of
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regularising does not arise ; that does not follow. You
do not regularise a situation, when you have siaied
quite clearty that you have amended the original Act.
1 was a member of the Executive in 1948. 1 do not
know if it is an oversight now ; but that question was
never regarded as an oversight, because it was never
discussed in the sense that somebody left it out. This
is a new decision which has been put in this Bili;
because the Ministers feel that the Governor and tle
Government should not have difficuitly in regrad-
ing people in the clerical service. They should not
kave difficulty in removing people from one part
¢f the Service to another. If you take the instance
of Teachers, you can now remove them from that

part of the Service to the Civil Service, becausp
their salaries can be adjusted. This brings to my

mind, that this is a matter which should be discussed
by the Whitley Council. When you can tell the House
of Assembly, this was agreed to by the Whitley
Council, the House would feel it is right. As I have
said, this is not a question of regylarising a pcsition;

we are amending an Act. We are not regularising:

lit. The reason why you are doing it, is because you
“fee]l that the Governor should have the power he had
in 1944.

The question that Clause 2 stand part was put
and resolved in the.affirmative without division.

Clause 3 was called.

It reads as follows:—

““3. This Aect shall be deemed to have come
into operation on the ist day of April, <ne
thousand nine hundred and forty-eight.”’

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS : T beg to move that Clauss
3 stand part of this Bill.
) Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that.
Mr. CRAWFORD: Before you put the ques-
tion, Mr. Chairman, T would 1ike to ask the hon. in-
troducer, why is the Act supposed to come into
operation in 1948 ¢ ‘
" Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I think T made that point

distinetly clear in my remarks. I said the Governor

thought he still had that power and there were cer-

tain cases which he dealt with after 1949, by way of

adjusting salaries. Since it was found out that it was

doubtful whether he had that power under the 1949
Aect, in order tc legalise those cases which were done

since 1949, it was asked to make this Act retrospes-

tive from that time. There were eight cases: most of,

them teachers. They were dealt with by the Gover-

nor, because he thought that the Act of 1949 gave

him that power.
Mr. CRAWFORD : According to what the hon.

Minjster has said, it only remains for us to say that
the Governor would be well advised, to have his legal:
advisers correctly informed as to what his powers

are ynder legislaticn passed by the Legislature: and
not to break the law and then expect the Legislature
to say that what he did was legal. Normally, Mr.
Chairman, so far as the average person Is concerned,
ignorance of the law is no excuse; and with respect
to the Governor’s position, where he has Crown Law
Officers to advise him as ta what is his position, there
can hardly be any excuse for his flagrantly breai:-
ing the law. What we are told by the Hon. Minister of
of Agriculture jg that we are seeking to regularise the
positicn. (A VCICE: He did not mean that.) Tict
us say, he meant to legalise the position. Ths Hon.
Minister of Agrieunlture is too familiar with cse-
rect English usage, to make such a mistake.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman,—When I
said regularise. I meant to bring it ints line with the
twa previous Bills, because it was not the intention
of the Tegislature to deprive the Governor of that
power. The Governor continued to exercise that

power until now, because he was under the mis-
apprehension as to the true state of the Law. All

sides of the Legislature and the Crown Law Officers,.

felt that the Governor had the right to eontinue.
8.30 p.m.

Mr. CRAWFORD: That cannot possibly be
true. ‘'We have legal advisers. Do you mean they
are so careless and irresponsible, as not to consider
exactly the powers of the Governor under the 1949
Act? The honourable Minister cannot expect -us to
believe that. As I said earlier, ignorance of the law
is not constituted as :an excuse. Tf the ‘Governor
breaks the law, he like everyone else, should face:
the consequences of doing so. De not say that we
are legalising or regularising his breaking of the
law.

The only excuse that there could be, was that
the 1949 Act unwittingly emitted the section that
we propose to put back in to-day. We do not be-
lieve that is the ecase however, and therefore 1
repeat, it is highly unsatisfactory; and one cannet
refrain from emphasising, in matters of this sort,
people like the Governor shounld be careful in seeing
to it that they aet within the spirit and the letter
of the law.

Mr. LEWIS: Even if we aceept all that we
have heard, I still eannot see why we should make-
this Bill retrospeetive to 1948. The Governor eould
not have broken the law in 1948, if the 1947 Aet
were in existence, and he acted umder it. He had
these privileges up to the 14th day of February,
1949 when he signed this Aet.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am wondering if the

honourable Minister can tell me this: I would like

to know if people working in quasi Government
Service, and who were not appointed to the Gow-
ernment Service, will come in for special treatment.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: 1 will tell the
honourable member that the Government is quite
aware of the cases which have oceurred, and that
they will be dealt with,

The question that Clause 3 stand part of the

Bill was put and agreed to without division.

On the motion of Honourable Dr. H. G. Cun-
mINS seconded by Hon. M. E. Cox, the Chairman
reported the passing of the Bill in Committee and
Mr. SpEAKER resumed the Chair and reported ac-
cordingly.

On motions of Hon, Dr. H. G, Cummins second-
ed by Hon. M. E. Cox in each case the Bill was read
a third time and passed and the title was read and
agreed to.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker,—I beg
to move that the House do now adjourn until this
day week at 3 o’clock p.m,

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr, Speaker—I am asking
permission to move the adjournment of the House
for five minutes, in order to discuss a matter of
great importance. It relates to—

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member will
realise that the motion for the adjournment of the
House until this day week, must take precedence over
a motion to adjourn the House for five minutes. I
will therefore have to put the first question first.

Mr. ALLDER: Before vou put the question,
sir, I would like to explain why I made my motion.
Government members know my reason. The reason
why I am making this appeal to the House is be-
cause I want to ask the Government to expedite the
transaction which is currently going on hetween
the Housing Board and the owners of Colleton, as
regards the acquiring of land to carry on a Hous-
ing Scheme.

-
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Tn view of the fact that Rosegate Tenantry has
been sold, many of the tenants expect to be given
notice to leave; and we know, they have no land on
which they can move their houses. I am appealing
to the Hon. Minister of Communications as well
as the Hon. Minister of Social Services, to see what
they can do as regards acquiring Colleton pasture,
so that when the tenants of Rosegate have to move,

they will be provided by the Government with some
place to which they can move their houses.

The question that the House do now adjourn
until Tuesday next, the 12th inst. was put and agreed
to without division and Mr. SpeAkEr adjourned the
accordingly.

8.40 p.m.






