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THE 

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) 

t 1 

SESSION 19-5 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
Tuesdq,  19th October, 1934. 

Pursuant t o  adjournment the House of AfHmbly 
m& at 3 o'clock p.m. today. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

His Honour Mr. K. N. B HUSBANDS (Speahyw), 
Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKER, Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS 
M.D., G.M., (Minister of So& Smvices) Hb 
Honour Mr. A. E. S. IJEWIS ( D e p ~ t ~  Rpe.ak r . 1  Hon. 
M. E.  Cox (Mh@er of Corrumiu~wtwns, Works amd 
H o u s i ~ ~ g )  Mr. L. E. SMTTH, (Cha;irma?t of Con&- 
~ruitteea) Mr. F'. L. W m m ,  O.B.E., ITon R. G. 
MAPP, (Mhister of Trade, Indwtry  Labowr) Mr. 
F. C. @DD-, (Lmdar of the O p s i t w m )  Mr. F. E. 
MIL~~W, Mr. ,El. St. A. HOLDER, Mr. V. B. VAUGEAN, 
Hon. C. E. T ~ M A  ( M i d s t e r  of Agriculture, Lam& 
cmd Pisbries) and Mrs. E.  E. B o ~ E .  

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the meeting which was held 
on the 28th September, 1954 having being printed 
and circulated, were taken as read and confirmed. 

PAPER LAID 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker,-I am com- 
manded by His Excellency the Governor to lay the 
following Paper :- 

Statement of Post Office Advances for payment 
of Money Orders to the 31st July, 1954. 

GOVERNMENT N~TICES 

Government Notices were given as foUows:- 
Hon. Dr. H. C. CUMMINS (for the Premier) : 

Resolution to place the sum of $2,311 a t  the disposal 
of the Goveraor-in-Executive Committee to Supple- 
p e a t  the Estimates 1954-55 Par t  I, Currmt, as 
shown in the Sbpplementary Estimates 1954-55, No. 
22 which forms the Schedule to the Resolution. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Resolution to place the sum 
of $40,818 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu- 
tive Committee to supplement the Estimates, 1954- 
55, Par t  11, Capital, as shown in Supplementary 
Estimates, 1954-55, No. 23 which forms the Schedule 
to the Resolution. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Bill to amend the Co- 
operative Societies Act, 1949, to provide for  the 
exemption of societies registered under that Act 
from certain taxes and duties. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINSI: I beg to give notice 
of my intention to move the House into Committee of 
Supply a t  the next meeting i'n order to consider the 
money Resolutions of which notice has just been 
given. 

PRIVATE NOTICE 

A Private Member's Notice was given as fol- 
lows :- 

Mr. HOLDER: Of the following Address :- 

The Hotuse of Assembly 
To 

His Excellency the Couer?zor 

The House of Assembly respectfully drdw to 
your Excellency 's attention the urgent need for the 
cstablishment of a Housing Scheme and/or land 
settlement scheme in  the parish of St. James. 

2.  The House further suggest that the Planta- 
t ioi~ 1~110~11 as "Trents" in the said parish of St. 
James, would be a suitable area for  the developme~lt 
of such a scheme or  schemes, to be run on a co- 
operative basis by suitable workers in the parish 
and would ask that negotiations be entered into for 
the purchase of this plantation. 

3. The House would be pleased if Your Excel- 
lenry would see fit to give effect to the terms of this 
Address at  the earliest possible date. 

BILL READ A FIRST TIME 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to  , 
move that the Bill to amend the Co-operative Socie- 
ties Act, 1949 to provide for  the exemption of 
Societies registered under that Act from certain 
taxes and duties be now read a first time. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The motion was put and agreed to. 

COMMITTEE OF StUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Social 
Services : to move the House into Committee of Sup- 
ply to consider the grant of sums of money for  the 

, service of the colony. 



Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMJIISS: Mr. Speaker8,-Be- 
fore 1 make that motlon, I an1 asking leave to takz 
charge of the Orderi standing in the name of tho 
I-Ion. Premier. 

There being no objection, leave was granted 
the honourable member. 

Hon. Dr. 11. G. CITnilMINS: I beg to move that 
Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the Iiouse 
go into Committee of Snply. 

Hon. 11. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
IIis Honour left the Chair ancl the House went 

into Coizl~nittee of Supply, 3lr. Smith being in the 
Chair. 

RESOLUTIO'N TO AUTHORISE CASH 
ADVANCES 

11011. Dr. 13, Q. CUMMINS: M r  Chairman,-- 
phis Resolution is a resolution to authorize advances 
of not more than $250 in a i i j  particular case, being 
made on the warrant of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to meet Cash payments on account of 
Incidental expenses, and minor miscellaneous sup- 
plies. First of all, I want to say that I had a talk with 
the Auditor Gencral not long ago, and there is an 
impression that this proposal is the result of Mr. Fos- 
$er's visit; and that in Pact, i t  is a reconwnendatio~l by 
Mr. Foster. I want to say that impression is not 
correct. (RIE3lBERS : The Addendum said so). I 
am informed by the Auditor General that even be- 
fora Mr. Foster came here, the Audit Office made 
a recommendation of the same sort which resultad 
from the visit of &fr. Gittens (the Assistant Auditor 
General) to Trinidad. Therefore, if Mr. Fo_ster did 
make that recommendation, he was only support- 
ing the recommendation made by the Audit Office. 

This $250 is to facilitate the purchase of minor 
things by different departments, such as provisions, 
eggs, stamps, etc. For instance, there is a vote for  
provisions in connection with the prisons. The 
Audit Office will authorise the Treasury to make an  
advance of not exceeding $250; and the Officer in 
charge of the Prison mill buy the provisions. When 
payment has been made, a receipt will have to be 
given; and when that vfhole advance is spent, the 
officer at the Prisons nil1 come back for another 
voucher, and the advance has got to be replenished 
from time to linle. This arrangement saves the trouble 
of having to make a voucher for every small item 
of $5 or $10, as the casc may be;  and i t  facilitates 
matters and saves a long wait which a person may 
have to suffer, a person who may have sold a few 
eggs to the IIospital, fro111 having to go to the Audit 
Office and then to the Treasury, so as to draw the 
money. By this proposal, the amount of money 
will be paid to an  individual on the spot. 

The point that the Audior General made was that 
first of all, before getting another advance, the 
Officer would have to bring in those receipts CO be 
checked; ancl 117hea thc Auditor General is satisfied, 
the Officer ~vi l l  get another advance. Secondly, the 
Auditor General is anthorised by lam now, and mill 
more so be anthorised then, to pay surprise visits 
to these departments who get these imprest accounts, 
and demand to see these accounts. They will be 
checked by the Audit Office ~ r h e n  they come baclr 
in. Periodically, probably erery three nzoaths, the 
Auditor Gelirral ~vil l  call on these heads of the de- 
partments to bring in their impresseci accounts, so 
that  they can be gone through with the Heads of 
the Departments themsplves. 

They are certain departizicnts which $1 will na111r.. 
to which these cash imprests will apply. I may say, 
sir, that there is a similar system going on now; but 
irregularly, for the purpose of buying stamps. Several 
6epartments are made advances in order to buy 

stamps as they require. I will name some of the de- 
partments to which these cash iinprest accounts will 
apply: The l'nbljc L~bldary, $5.00 Ior poqtape; Hous- 
ing Board, $5.00 for filing court eases for ejectmeizts; 
Comptroller of Supplies, $5.00 for postage; Educa- 
tion Department, $15.000 for expenses of filnz pro- 
duction and $12.00 for the payment of postage; the 
airport ,  $5.00 for payment of postage; Income Tax 
Department, $10.00 for conrt execution costs and 
$15.00 for payment of postage. 

These departments get small (.ash in~prests, 
inostly for postage. Illstead of going on in the pres- 
ent irregular way, i t  ic, thought, it should be regnlar- 
jsed and the anzonizt extended to the rnaxinlu~n of 
$230. I t  may be asked, why should the anzonnt stated. 
be as much as $250. That is because of the General 
Ilospital. At thk moment, the Hospital requires this 
amount for  the purchase of fresh foods, eggs, vege- 
tables and things like th.at; and also for blood donors. 
The Hospital's requirement is the highest. The next 
is, the Lazaretto, $130.00 for f r e ~ h  foods. Next highest 
is the Maternity Hospital, $60.00 for frteh food :jnd 
the Secretariat, $60.00 for the paylne~it of postage. 

I want to repeat that it is thought necessary, to 
regularise what is now being done. Secondly, i t  will 
make for greater efficiency in the Audit Department 
and the Accountant's General's Office, and in  addi- 
tion, i t  will facilitate small vendors who find it diffi- 
culkLto go -to the Treasury, to receive payment for 
eggs etc. There is ample safe-guard, that this money 
will never go beyond $250; and there will be frequent 
checks from time to time. 

I beg to move sir, that this Resolution do now 
pass. 

Hon. &l. E.  COX: I beg to second the motion. 
Mr. GODDARD : As far as I can glean, sir, both 

the Post Office and the General Hospital non- have 
impressed accounts. If other departments have these 
accounts, i t  is apparently not legal now. This prac- 
tice is followed in conlmercial circles; but in the 
case of Government departments, we do not ~vish i t  
to be the thin end of the wedge, or a departure from 
the pre-audit system. 

I followed the Leader of the House carefully, 
and from what he has said, thiq Resolution is merely 
to regularise what is iiow in existence rather than 
to bring about any new dep-arture from what is legal. 
I t  always struck me as strange that departmects 
should have to send out and buy a bar of soap and 
tell you to charge i t  to them. You send in your 
account, and anay be two or three nionths after, it will 
turn out in  their files. This practice which we are  
starting now in a legal way, will facilitate small 
vendors; especially those who have to call a t  the 
doors of certain institutions to sell their wares. But  
what I would like to stress is that these imprests 
accounts should be checked carefully and regularly 
by the Audit Department. I am not suggesting that 
there is any irregularity; but now that we are regu-. 
larising this practice, these petty cash accounts should 
be checked very carefully by the Audit Department. 

There are other departments apart fmni the 
General Hospital whose normal purchases are large; 
and really $250 is not too much fer them. I should 
a,lso think that the Mental Hospital may require a 
~ 1 7 1 1 1  similar to that of the General Hospital; but if 
they do not ask for it, by all ineans do not give them. 
The smal'ler the sunz is, the more often wikl they have 
to visit t h ~  Audit Department, show their books and 
get new advances. 

This is a slight departure; but I see the reason 
for. it. With today's book-keeping methods it is neces- 
sary; and i t  mill facilitate small purchases which 
are unavoidable. I hope, howelTer, no attempt will be 



nlacle at  any tiille, to do anything with miscellaneous 
or ~uiforeseeii pul*chases i a  these cash accounts. Any 
attempts to do that .l~onlcl be clrawl1 to the attentioll 
of the right cluarter.3 iiiiincdlately. 
3.35 p m .  

Mr. LETiTTS: Mr. Chairman,-The first tliiilg 1 
would like to point out id, illat tliis is not a Resolutloll 
xrhich the Honse go into Committee of Supply on. 
You are not voting one red cent. All this mcQ1e.i- 
has been voted already. 

This is an abstract Resolution: and not even; 
that; it is merely a Resolutioa that the House 13rould 
authorise an aclvaiice against items in the Estimates 
to certain Departmcats. I t  is a method which is 
clready in practice, legally or illegally, in the vari- 
ous departments. So, d r .  Chairman, this matter is 
really out of order i11 this Conlniittee stage. I hope, 
Sir, i t  will not form part of the coiiglomerate mo- 
tion when these Resolutions are agreed to, b-cause 
it shonld be agreed to separately, and by the House 
alone. 

l would just like to say if youCallow i t  to con- 
tinue that I am very glad to hear what the Hon. 
Xinister had to say on it. I am rery pleased to know 
that this is a recommendation coming from our 
Auditor General; because I would hate to think that 
sume Methods and Organisation Adviser had come 
here, and the Government had accepted a recom- 
mendation which he made and had foisted it on 
the Auditor General. I am very glad to know 
that this is a recommendation of his own. The Gov- 
ernment seems to be perfectly willing to allow s n  
Englishman to come here and whatever he tells them, 
they are willing to swallo~t. i t  hook line and sinker. 
The only time that you get aiiy mention of the' 
Auditor General in this Resolution is in  fa very 
doubtful manner, down at  tke bottom about these 
imprest books, cash books etc. That is entirely wrong, 
if i t  means what I think it means. These cash books 
should be set up for the Accountant General. He is the 
person who shonld say what cash books should Fe kept, 
and the heads which should be in them. These Cash 
books should be checked by the Auditor General, a i ~ d  
the Auditor General only. The day that the Aceount- 
~ n t  General atttempts to check items in a cash book 
of any department, he is going outside of his job ; he 
is entirely wrong. I am going to warn that i t  is not 
in the terms of employineiit of the Accountant Gen- 
eral to checlr cash books. He has to set up a system 
of book-keeping; and he has no right to go illto a 
department to check anything Ngt a drop of ink 
from his pen should be put inside of aiiy book; 
i t  should not even drop ont of his pen. 

I hope that the Government is going to carry 
out these things. It has been told them often and 
often in  here, especially when they came for travel- 
ling allowance for  the Accountant General. 
I remember very well, a f o m e r  Accountant General 
undertook to go to Seawell Airport to check cash 
there, and you, Mr. Chairman, know what happened. 
Let the Accountant General set up your system of 
book-keeping and let your Auditor General checlr the 
accounts and the cash. T hope I will never hear that 
the Accountant General has gone to  other depart- 
ineiits to check cash; i t  does not concern him. 'If the 
system he sets up  does not meet the requiren~ent,s, 
then the Auditor General ~shonld say SO. 

As I have said, I think this is a very necessary 
Resolution, atnil I am rery glad that thc ma?;iin?u~n is 
not more thaii $250. This slum is f i s ~ d  for a depart- 
ment which is really in contact with hncksters and 
hawkers-1 mean the General Ho,>pital. 1 suppose 
the Mental IIospital mill soon be having Inore 
patients thaii the General Hospital, so that ~vill  
also be another depa~tmeat  ~v l~ ich  will need this 
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advance. Mr. Chairman, if you allow any more dis- 
cussioil on this Resolution in Committee,--(A 
VOICE : The Chairman cannot stop discussion on this 
Resolution now !) I think he can. However, Sir, I 
would lilre to know why it k that these Government 
~Lcpartments need so much money for postage? (A  
VOICE: It is for postage overbeas.) If it is for that, 
: am pleased to know. 

Xf reciepts are to be given for these amounts, I 
believe the Government will have to furnish these re- 
ceipts. I t  is no use asking anybody who is selling 
so~liethiiig like vegetables to all institution to give 
you a bill and to go in for a lot of writing; became 
come of them-I mean the r-gular hawkers-will 
only be embarrassed. I t  niay cause a lot of them 
to shun the iiistitutioii and prevent the institution 
froin getting some of the things i t  may need . 

I too, would like to see that there are going to be 
regular checks. When a department has spent $200, I 
x p e a t  &at iD will be able to take in  the receipts and 
vouchers, so as to prove that the amount drawn under 
the Estimates has been accounted for, arid that the 
particular departmelit would be able to get reim- 
bursed to that extent. They should not have to spend 
the entire $250 before they can get more, beeause 
that would lead to so much confusSon. 

However, I must draw i t  to your attention, 
Mr. Chairman that this Resolution should not be 
passed in  Committee of Supply; because i t  is not 
a Resolution foia the voting of any sum of money 
from the Treasury. I t  is only a Resolut'lon to be pass- 
cd by this House to authorise something that has al- 

l ready bwn voted by the House. It is really expenditure 
which has not yet been incurred. I must say that this 
method is going to save a great deal of trouble to 
the people; and I commend it. If somebody get away 
with a few dollars, or even a hundred dollars, I do 
not think the system should be condemned for that. 
It is absolutely necessary in my opinion. As I see 
v-e are not passing this Eesolution for any parti- 
cular department; as there may be some depart- 
ments which do not want it. 
3.45 p.m. 

Mr. F. L. l7TALCOl1T: There is one point which 
I mould like to make. I am not so happy about 611s 
change, although everybody seems to 'be happy about 
it. From the poiiit of view of public convenience, 
you should relax a rigid rule. I have had a little ex- 
perience in London, and 11 find that ybu do not. get a 
voucher for a small amount so easily. I had an amonnt 
cf 19s. to receive, and it did uot eoitie to me so easily. 
JVliat worries me is this: in passing this Resolution, 
you are agreeing to part of the recommendations of 
Mr. Foster i11 his Report. The Govcrninent is not 
making any statement of policy to-day, as to what 
they are going to accept in this Report; or if they are 
accepting the R,epclrt as a whcle. Tdr. Foster has re- 
commended the removal of the pre-audit from the 
Auditor General, and putting it in the hands of the 
Accountant General; and this is what Mr. Foster 
states in a footnote in his Report: 

"Ui~der Colonial Regulation No. 260, The Direc- 
tor of Audit shall not undertake any examination 
of accounts, partaking of the nature of pre-audit, 
which iurolref the acceptance by him of a respon- 
sibility x~hich xvould preclucle him from full criticism 
of an)- aacco~~nting transartions after they have been 
duly rccorde(1 in tbc account booiis of the colony." 

I am a little u-orrie(1 about this matter for t h i ~  
reason: for a long time 11011~~ Barbados has produced 
its i l n d i t ~ r  Gc~ieral. In the past, it used to produce 
its Colonial Treasurer, and i t  has produced its 
Auditor Gei~erlal. I  ant, to say this: I feel that in 
this island, yon hare eiio~igh people who are capable 
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of filling these posts; and Government accounts are 
comparatively simple transactions There are not in- 
volved in  any entanglements; and 1 feel that if you 
iook through the whole island of Barbados where 
people are talking about a redundant population, 
and where you speak about secondary schools and of 
our having education second to none, it seelns to me 
to  be very strange, that you cannot find peciple with 
the ability and qualification to do these jobs. In-some 
territories controlled by the Crown, you have a situa- 
tion where the majority of posts are held by people 
from the United Kingdom. 

I feel that in Barbados, when i t  comes to the 
~osi t ion of either the Accountant General or the 

passed in  the House in the same way as an abstract 
lEesolution, we may as well continue in  this way with 
it. As f a r  as the point made by the hon. junior mem- 
ber for St. Peter is concerned, he knows very well 
that it is the policy of the Gcwernment to bring certain 
heads of departments out here on contract, so as 
to bring the departments up-to-date. After that is 
done, we will revert to the previous order. 

A case in point is, the Comptroller of Customs. 
Since his term of office has expired, he left the island. 
A local man has been employed in his place. That 4 
is the policy of the Governine~it; and 1 am sure it will 
caontinue. 

The question that the Resolution do now pass 
4 * 

t i e  Accountant General, I would like tb say that I Head iii-Accountant General 

j!uditor General, there are enough Barbadians with 
ability who can be appointed to these posts. If it is 
the Government's policy to remove the pre-audit 
svstenl from the Auditor General mid  lace i t  on 

whatever system is adopted, an attempt shodd be 
made. for local candidates with the necessaw auali- I 

was put and agreed to without division. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES (CURRENT) 
NO. 20 

Printing Machinery 

ficatibns, to be given the opportunity to ffll these I Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMiVZINS: Mr. Chairman,-- 
higher posts. The next Resolution is for  $5,775. The first Head, 

Mi-. BARROW: Mr. Chairman,- The only point I Head 3, Accountant General, is for $4,0100 to pur- 
I would like to make about this Besolution, is this: chase machinery trol do some printing as far  as the I I was quite surprised, when I came into the Commit- Auditor General and the Accountant General's offices 
tee, to find that hon. members mere discussing a Reso- 
lution to authorise advances of not more than $250 
in any particular case being made on the warrant 
of the Governor-in-Executive Committee, to meet 
cash payments on account of Incidental Expenses 
and minor Miscellaneous Services. I do not see why 

are concerned, in connection with payment of pen- 
sions. The slips will carry the name of the pensioner, 
his address, pension number, pension rates, bonus, 
Cost of Living allowance, and the total amount pay- 
able. It is considered, that this will be a short cut 
cn the present system; and will save considerably, 

we should go into Committee of Supply on a Resolu- ( 
tion of this nature. I understand now that the hon. 
junior member for the City has already made that  
point. I do not think, that we should be befuddled by 
parliamentary procedure, and make ourselves look 
ridic.ulous in the eyes of the public, by considering 
resolutions of this kind in  Committee of Supply. They 
are strong protagonists of the pre-audit system. 1 
feel that the only reservations which I would have for  
a resolution of this kind, is that the amount which 
public officers are allowed to advance ~vitliout bring- 
ing the matter to the Treasury, is oilly to the extent 
of $250. I consider, that public officers are respon- 
sible persons; and therefore, {l feel ~h,qt i t  is almost an 
insult to suggest that a departmrntal accountant is 
not capable of manipulating in excess of $2501. 1 am 
very glad to see that this is being done, although it 
is bring done at a late stage in our history. It is a 
miracle that it is 'being done now; when wc see the 
bungling which goes on in administrati~e depart- 
ments in this colony. 

Xr. LEWIS: I did not comment on the post- 
airclit and the pre-audit system ; b~causr  the Hon. 
Minister of Social S e ~ ~ i c e s  withdrew the adclenduon, 
when he said that the matter xi7as not .econimended 
by Mr. Foster, and that it was somethii~g which the 
Auditor General llacl done. T intended to do so, when 
I have the opportunity of cliscnssing &fr. Foster's 
Report or anything connected with it. I would like 
to say, for the benefit of the hon. senior member for 
St. Georw that I take it, any perscm having control 
of Government funds, should have to enter a bond; 
and I take i t  that this $250 is for sqa l l  purchases, and 
that i t  has been found that this amount of $250 
!n,ill suffice in the case of the General Hospital ; and 
if the minimum there is $250, i t  should suffice for 
aqy other department. 
8.55 p.m. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS : Mr. @hairman,- 
There was a slight technical error in placing this 
Resolution under Committee of Supply. That was 
an oversight. But inasmuch as i-t will still have to  be 

as far  as the printing of these pension claims, inter- 
est cheques, and other things which these offices deal 
with, are concerned. I t  is one of the recommenda- 
lions of Mr. Foster. As you have seen from the Ad- 
dendum, the estimate of approximate cost is as fol- 
lows :- 

Electric Printing Machine . . . . $2,400 4 
Em'bossing Machine . . . . .. 1,000 
2,000 Blank Plates a t  $80 per 1,QW . . 160 
(Iabinet to hold Plates . , . . 150 

$3,710 

Alaking allowance for a rise in cost, under In- 
cidentals the Government is asking for $4,000. 

1 beg to move sir, that Head 111 stand part. 
Hon. M. E. C'OX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman,-- I n  the first place, 

this is really putting into effect, perhaps in a minor 
way, Mr. Foster's reco~ninendation. I feel, sir, when we 
are dealing wit11 matters connectecl with the Treasury, 
it must be remembered, that this House up  to very 
recently, reserved the right to appoint the store- 
keeper and Colonial Treasurer of the island. We have 

h 
4 

a resp~ils ibi l i t~ to the people for the safe keeping 
ancl judicious spending of their taxes. While this 
may not be directly connected with the spending of 
money, and may be merely a convenience for  paying ? 
it out, too convenient a way of paying out money, 
Inay be an easy way of losing it. + 

I assume that Mr. Foster's Report has been laid q 
'in this House. I got a copy while the House was a 
prorogued ; and I have not referred to  the Minutes to 
see exactly when the Report was laid. 1 think how- 
ever, the Government would be doing itself credit, 
and showing a disposition to  accept such respon- 
sibility towards others, if Government had instituted 
some form of debate on Mr. Foster's recommenda- 
tions. After all, this House voted money to pay for , C 

Mr. Foster's survey; and to come piece meal, and #- 
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say this, (because they have had to aulnit to-clay that 
the wording in this Addendum \.;as in the Rddeii- 
d ~ u u  of the last Resolution, but was withdrawn), 
is not the correct \\ay of doing things. ;\Ir. Foster's 
Report sliould be discussed in the liouse; and the 
Iiouse could appoint a select committee to meet 
and take evidenc from persons like the Auditor Gen- 
eral and the Accountant General. That committee 
should visit those offices, and see exactly what is be- 
ing done for themselves. They would not have to 
make a survey; but  if the committee were composed 
of intelligent men and women, in  a very short time, 
they could familiarise themselves with the situation 
by seeing the actual books and methods, and be able 
to say whether this should be done. 

Jf for 390 years we have been doing this thing 
i n  the p raen t  manner, is i t  necessary to imple- 
ment these little suggestions before you have the 
Report discussed? The Opposition and the other 
representatives of the people should have an oppor- 
tunity of hearing what the Goverilnient thinks of the 
Report; and the Government should let then1 know 
that Government will be guided by any criticisms 
which they may make. We may act in a piece meal 
fashion in  introducing this niechanical equip~,neiit, ancl 
fincling ourselves, as the hon junior member for St. 
Peter has said, with a system which automatically 
puts us in the hands of some Aud?t Departnlent 
somewhere else, who are likely to tell us that i t  is 
necessary for them to send out their man to get things 
going. The Government will then not only have given 
up the right to appoint lthe Accountant General, but 
they will find that they will have to pass some Resolu- 
tion to get rid of one, if they did not like him. 

(Some of these things are definitely improve- 
ments. Embossing machines are already in use, in at 
least one department of Government. $30 there is lit- 
tle to fear from that. We should first have the Re- 
port discussed however, so as to find out what the 
House is willing to accept or to reject. 'r\Tould it not 
'Ij, a good gesture on the part of the Government to 
find that out? And could not these things wait for 
a month or two longer? 
4.05, p.m. 

The Govrrnment should not have the sole right of 
lejecting some of the Report and adopting some partr 
of it. I cannot commend Government for t h ~  atti- 
tude; because, it savours of gross disregard for  the 

eople representatives. The members of the Gov- 
crnment are not solely in charge of the Treasury. 
' i  hen i t  comes to money, they cannot decid* ah~obk  
themselves to take i t  out of the Treasury. I cannot 
commend this vote coiniing down, unless the Report 
es a whole is debated. As I h w e  said, I do not even 
k110~t.  if the Heport of &fr. F'oster was laid ill t h i ~  
Iiouse. I know I have received a copy of i t ;  but not 
i n  this House, as far as my memory serves me. 

This is the first recommendation you have irnqle- 
mented from that Report; and you have not asked this 
House to express an opinion on the Report. This is 
to express one single opinion on the Report. This is 
a department which rightly concerns the House. I 
think, this is a Department which the Government 
should not tamper with; unless it gets the sanction 
of the House. This can never be a case of the Gov- 
ernment's policy. It is defin'itely a system of deal- 
i ~ g  with the peoples taxes directly; and I think, the 
Government should welcome an expremion of opinion 
'Jy the House. The Five Year Plan was one of 
Bovernment's policy, yet, i t  was put to the House. 
This is something where you are tampering d t h  the 
d,epartment, and the Government has said that it is 
riot going to meddle in the actual administrative 
duties of an officer. If  the Government is deailing 
v-ith mon9y coming out of the Treasury, no matter 

I 

i how remote it is, the people's representatives should 
have the opportunity of expressing an  opinion on 
the matter, and the Report as a whole. 

Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Chairman,-In the face of 
I not from the addendum, this appears to be a saving; 
l and I think you could have written the Addendum 1 in suah a way, as to explain whether it was, a saving. 

You cwuld have stated how riiuch you expect to save 
by this change over. A comparison should have 

1 been drawn, so that we would know what this b e s t -  ' ment would cause you to save. 
I agree with the previous speaker, when he 

questioned the Government picking out things piece- 
meal from Mr. Fooster'a Report. Is the Government 
going to pick out things piecemeal from M!r. Foster's 
Report and come do'wn here periodically, and say, 
this is something from Mr. Foster's Report which 
we have #agreed to in principle? 

To get back to the Addendum to the Resol~tion. 
Why could not Government set out more clearly, 
what is the actual saving by this investment? Un- , doubtedly, it looks like a saving, but Govmnment 
does not tell you how muah i t  is. There may be 
many things which Mr. Foster must have recommend- 
td, and perhaps, he might have stated those things 
\-,hieh should be given priority. Is this one? 

The question that Head I11 stand par t  was put  
and resolved in the affirmative without divi~ion. 

Head xx-Education 

Fences For Harrison College And 
Combermere S c h o d  

Head 20,-Education was called. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: I beg to move that 
Head XX stand part of the Resolution. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to  second that. 
Mr. BARROW : Mr. Chairnian,-As regardsl 

tbis amount of $1,575 for the fencing around of the 
two schools, Harrison College and Combermere, I am 
sure that hon. members like myself, would like t o  
know, whether this is going to  be a mire fenoe, or a 
flower fence, or whether i t  is going to be a fence out 
of brick wall or  coral stone. I wish to slay that  I would 
be opposed to any idea of putting u p  a wall fenca 
around either of the two schools. We have the unfor- 
tunate experience, of Government spending more 
money on building wall fences, than on the buildings 
themselves. At  present, a wall fence is in the course of 
erecCioa aback of the Police Magistrates' Court; a s d  
for what purpose; I do not know. I t  would be of 
no earthly use to the island. To erect this wall, 
They had to spend a lot of money on foundations. 
The employment which i t  provides is of a temporary 
i~ature,  and once i t  is over, the employment which 
it provided, would be of no further use to the work- 
men or the taxpayers. 
4.15 p.m. 

I may be speaking somewhat hypothetically; I 
have to put  the different premises before the members 
of the House. If you are erecting a wall at Wey- 
mouth, it has been my experienue that the foundation 
there is very uncertain, as witnessed by  the collapse 
of Combermere School on more than one occasion, 
and the eollapse of the wall a t  Queen's Park on 
another occasion. I certainly would like t o  see a 
tcautiful boundary of casuarina trees around the 
~Aaying fields of Combermere and Harrison CoUegp; 
hut after all, in Barbados which :is nothing 
than a concentration camp, because our people can- 
riot get out anywhere, we want to keep the lesser 
breeds within the law; we do not want elementary 
k,oy,s to stroll across the grounds of Harrison College 
and Combermere. When I was a t  a n  Elementary 
School, nobody could keep me out of Harriigon Cal- 



two schools. 
Mr. CRAwFORD : X0n.e of us  will deny that un- 

der all circumstances, and a t  all times, law and order 
should prevail. I t  should be the endeavour of a l l  
r ight thinking per>ons, to reserve a certain amount 
of decorum under all conditions. I say that, in  order 
to  say this:  there should be more or less, general 
agreenrent with the propo als to provide some sort, 
of fencing around 1Iarrisor~ College land Combermere; 
but thcre is no doubt about it, that the remarks of 
the EL r l l o ~ r ~ b l ~  i n t r o d ~ ~ ~ ~ r  of this Resolution in con- 
nection ~vitli this matter, appeared at  least to be ~ u i -  
cleniocratic in spirit. 111 his time, he will reinelnber 
that the old Conlberinere School was a n  open sesame; 
both the  second and third elevens were open pas- 
tures. to which both the children of the School and 

lcge or Combermere. I went there with my cabbage 
bat and ball, whenever 1 iel t  like going there. NTe do 
rivt hold any exhibitions in  Hamison College. 
it  is not a private scnool; and it is true, we 
would not \milt people to be walking in and out 
of tlie class-room.., when classes are in  progress 
I-Io~vever, it never happens, because Barbados is 
aiuch too law abiding, I clo iiot see any harill in  
boys pitching marbles, or children from the Halls 
Road area, 011 Stuiclay nlornings or Sunday after- 
noons, who may want to use the spacious grounds 
which exist a t  Weymouth, using tkose grounds. The 
whole of \\'eyinoutli belongs to the people ci' 3 a r -  
bados; and 1 clo not :~ee why we should be erJ?cting 
barriers so as to keep out the populace from these 
g ro~~l lds .  I f  we allowed young children f r ~ m  the 
surrounding districth to hn7.e flree accrss to the 
grounds of H a r r ~ s c n  College and Coillbernlere School 
wllerl those grounds are iiot being used by the re- 
:pective schools, the children themselves would look 
u p  to those institutioiis, ancl would aspire to being 
vital reprewiltatives of those institution, when they 
get older. I an1 fully cpalified to speak on this mat- 
ter, in vielv of the fact, that 1 used t o  live next door 
to  the two schools. KO one could keep me out, be- 
pause there \vere no playing fields as  accessidle as 
IiarrisolL College; atid tha t  was my rendez~ous from 
the age of eight years upwards, until  I entered 
I<arriso~l College a t  t h e  age of 13. People prob- 
bbly suffered after I entered Harrison College; 
but not before. I am opposed to  Barbadians sinking 
money i n  walls, when the money could be p r o a a b l ~  
s l~ent .  If the honourable Minister could convince 
honourable members of this House, tha t  it is abso- 
lutely necessary for the preservation of (?rovernment 
propert>-, and not for snob values, then I say that  
there is some justification for the proposal. I do not R e  
any justification, i n  building a wall from Baxters 
Road to the Police Magistrate Courts. I recommend 
R mixture of trees, which will improve the appearance 
of the school grounds. Perhaps, m y  fears are ill- 
founded; perhaps the money I am asked to vote 
mill be SPellt 011 getting seedlings from the Agri- 
culture Departineilt fo r  im~proving the grounds. 
I Iowe~er .  1 would like some assurance from the Min- 
ister of Sodial Services, tha t  this money will not be 
spent i n  putting u p  any  stone walls these 

the p;tblic had admittance a t  all times. lTTithin recent 
years a n  expensive aild a n  insurmountable wall has 
been erected around these pastures; and the groundq 
have becoiile private prorulds. If one admits tliat in  
A sc*hool for  girls there is some justification for  all 
this privacy, and coinplcte c s c l u s i o ~ ~  of the mob. shall 
we say, i t  does not necessarily follow that  a t  a boys' 
school. the samc prison-lilrc ~ v a l l  shonlcl surround the 
entire playin? firlcls. Playing fields i n  the urban 
areas of Rric lgeto~~~n aril coarpicnous by their abence ;  
and i t  is only in recent tinres that  they have beenfew 
additions. No one v i l l  claiin that the community in 

Bridgeto~vii is abso l~q te l~  serjed n i t h  fields for re- 
creational purpose>. 
4.23 p.m. 

No one is going to go so f a r  a s  to say that  the 
cntire youth of the area adjacent to Harrison College, 
should a t  all  times, and i n  all  seasons, utilize the 
grounds of the College and the Combermere School. 
On the other hand, there is some justifieation for  the 
argument advancecl by the hon. senior member for 
St.  George, that there is nothing to be gamec! by 
undergoing expenclitnre of erecting a solicl bricl  \\.;ill 
arouiid these two areas. I t  is not that  one cont lo~~cs 
radicalism i n  the extreme; but to provide some colr~- 
parison between democracy i n  other places, and the 
sort of deinocracy as envisaged in the speech oi  the 
Hon. Minister of Social Services, I was forced to  
I-ecollect a scene nhich l witnessed the other daj. in 
$he neighbourhg coloily of Gaudeloupe. A t  a State 
function there, which the  Governor held for  a num- 
her of important people visiting the colony, ( the  
function was held a t  Government House) a t  mid- 
night, to my intenxe surprise, all the butlers, waiters 
and  chauffeurs came into the Ball-room and danced 
with each other. I inyself witnessed a n  incident of 
two waiters, one male and  the other female, advanc- 
ing on guests with laden trays; and  then because  he 
music was to their peculiar iancy, they pu t  the trays 
in  the ~vindo\v, and i i n ~ n e d i a t e l ~  started to dance. 
Well, that may be the French way of doing things; 
but even if that sort cr" behaviour is absolutely be- 
yond our M-ildest inlaginatloii in  Barbadcs, there is 
still a terrific gap between that and the implied 
snobbery of the Hon. Minister of Social Services that 
he sort of abhorred the idea of the proletarian b a r  
bers of Roebuck Street soiling the holy grounds 
of Harrison College on a Sunday, by going there 
and performing their tonsorial jobs. 

I do not kiio~v, sir, if the hcn. l\Iinister has any 
real objections to a wayside barber, on a placid 
Sunday afternoon, going under a tree i n  the I-Iarri- 
scn College grounds and enjoyillg the shade, and 
during which time, he proceeds to cut the hair of a 
customer. It ,  is not as if they were a boisterous and 

lau,-brealrilzg cl.on-d, compcsed of every 
barber ill Bridgetown, up to Manison 
College every Sllllday afternooll to  cut hair; or if 
everv little bov and girl froln Hindsburv Road and 
~ o e b u c k  streef ~ v o u l d  descend on the cdllege eleven 
a t  three o'clock cn Sunday afternoons, and push 
the College boys off rvhea they want to play cricket. 
I doubt if they would do i t  even on a Saturday, 1 when the elevens mere nct being used. 

I repeat, sir, there can be no objection to having 
a n  ornamental fence around the grounds; but  I see 
no reason 'for having a solid wall, which apparently 
is what it is proposed to erect. I support the sug- 
gestion of the previous speaker, that  no harm can be 
done; and  the purpose of this Resolutioll can be 
achieved, if sorne sort cf light fence, preferably a 
fencing clf trees were established, rather than the ' prison-like mall which n o x ~  serves the grounds of 1 Queens College, including the old Combermere 
property. 

M1-. MILLER : A l r .  Chairman,-I thinlr i t  is 
very apparent, the Goveranleiit is not thinking in 
terins of the type of wall mentioned by  the previous 
spealcers. The money tliat we are asked to vote, 
$1,575, certainly could not be eiiongh for tlie foun- 
dation of the wall. I t  ~vould appear to iiie therefore, 
the Government is thinking in  terms of a fence. 1 
am not in  favour of a fence which will keep out 
those who arp usinz these grounds, when they are 
not being used by the School. I am xvondering 
whether Government is aware of the fact, that  more 
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often than n ~ t ,  fences of this type are constru~tetl 
of barbed wire, nhich is sery dangei.ous. I u-ould 
like the hon. I1Iinlstc.r to say, if i ~ e  has any informa- 
tion in the file as to the type of rnaterial which ?v111 
be usecl for this fencing. i nill  rcte against the 
Resclution if there is any clnestion of using barbed 
wire ; since it is unlikely frcin the a~nonnt of nloriey 
here, they will built1 a solid  all. I have no doubt, 
rhe Minister will have s~nl~th i iag  on it in the file, 
aild will be able to say whether they nill  use barbed 
wire, or the B.R.C. fabric, 01. a siinllar type of 
material. 

Mr. LEWIS : I \vould like to enquire from the 
I-Ion. Minister, whether Combermere School is being 
fenced off from Harrison Ccllege. It seems to me, 
you are securing the area, rather than separatillg 
the two but I would like that verified. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMAIISS: I really thought, 
tlie honourable junior inember for Christ Church 
n7eulct have answered some of the questio~ls which 
have been asked. He is a nler~lber of the Governing 
Body of Harrison College; but perhaps, he does not 
attend meetings with much regularity. Now, sir, 

Mr. GODDAR'D: The only reason why I rise, 
is to asli you a question. Like His Honour the Speaker, 
I an1 a ~nenlber of the Harrison College Governing 
Body. I t  was drawn to our attention b y  the Head- 
inaster of that school, that there were frequent tres- 
l assers through the main gate and passing the 
Library, and he could not stop the trespmsers. He 
.,ought the assistance of the Commissioner of Police, 
and it was his recommendation that some fence 
should be put U13 first; and then he would be able 
to help. I remember too, on the last occasion of the 
olcl boys cricket match, one person in  particular gave 
some trouble, and nobody eould do anything about 
it. 11s I have said, many of these people create a 
trespass by passing {through the main gate of 
Harrison College for a near cut on their way home; 
and they refuse to stop or turn  back, when asked to 
do so. Alr. Chairman, you know what Barbadians give. 
I t  was suggested to us, that a wire fence should be 
put up ;  and I think St. was the recommendation of 
lhe Coinniissioner of Police. I realise, that it will be 
the most suitable fence. I understand, i t  was the 
intention of the Governing Body of Combermere 
School to enclose that school as well. 

Minister to be kind enough td say what type of 
material would be used; and I salid, i t  if is barbed 
wir?, I will vote against it. 
4.35 p.m. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I am sorry that I mis- 
understood the honourable member. Certainly sir, 
the honourable senior ineinber for St. Philip, an 
experienced man as Ee is, a man with an estate, 
could not imagine that a wall could be built for 
$1,575. + P 

Nobody can build a wall for that amount nowa- 
days. As the honourable junior nleinber for et .  
George said, that amount would hardly pay for the 
building of foundations around the grounds of 
Harrison College; and that can be gauged from the 
recent experience with the building of Combermere 
School. r bi'g!x\ 

Sir, I am told here, the Governing Body on tLe 
31st May, wrote that they were very much concern- 
ed over people trespassing on the grounds of 
Harrison College; and because of the bad behaviour. 
On one occasion, the Headmaster kad to  ask the 
Commissioner of Police for assistance; and i t  was 
decided, that where no walls existed, the propert,. 
dhould be surrounded by a clhain linked fence, at  
least 6 feet high and at  the top of the f e ~ ~ e e  t h ~ r e  
should be a barbed wire. It was recommended, there 
should be a chain linked fence around these schools, 
before any action conld be taken. Tliosr al.? the 
facts T have before mc. I thi~zlr it is quite plai~z, no 
n-all fence would be put u p ;  and that thc c1nclosnre 
will be n ba~bed  wire fence. 

there are solne things too stupid to answer. 1 am 
scrry that the honourable senior member for St. 
Philip indulged in such a fantastic talk about Sun- 
day  afterno011 barbers; and I was surprised to see 
the hollourable junior member for St. George fell 
into the trap. He is a builder, and should k~iow 
you could 11ot constrnct a \vall q-ith the moi~ey set 
out here. 

Mr. MILLIEIR: If the hon. Minister would give 

Mr. MILLER : Mr. Chairman,-My remark? 
are confined to the Hon. & I i n i ~ t e ~  of Social 2a.vices. 
These remarks are with regard to the pnttiug of ;t 

'barbed wire fence around these schools. From tlie 
inforination he gave, it appears that this fence would 
be of barbed wire ; but I think it is unnecessary. 
Boys will have some reason to go over the fence a: 
some time or the other; either for retrieving a ball. 
or for something else. If  you are putting barbed 
wirle at  a 40 degree angle at the top of this fence, i t  
cannot stop a boy from climbing it, but it would 
prove a hazard. If you are putting up a fence to 

Nr.  BARROW: Mr. Chairman,-.My only ob- 
servation on this Resolution, was for the purpose of 
illicitillg the information from the Help Millister 
of social services which we now have beell given, 
that a wall was not goiizg to be put up. J n  view of 
the fact that there was no reference as to the 
proposed enclocsure would be, I do not see, how any- 
one could come to the conclusioi~ that, $1,575 would 

stop people from trespassing, ,I do not think you 
need to put up a barbed wire fence. As a matter 
of fact, no ba,rbed wire fence should be put arouna 
any school for boys and girls. I think the practice 
is outla~ved in  England. 4 

 ay a bit, I wonld say, that he was apparently not not be enough. I just want to make it quite clear, 
listening when I was speakillg or perhaps on this l that I would not have approved of any wall around 

occasion, my honourable friend and party colleague, Harrison Collegie; or of any wall other than for the 
did not understalld TTrhat I said. What I said was, P1qrPOSe of supporting a roof. I hope, members of 

indications were from the anlou~lt of money involved, this House who are members of the Governing Bodies 
the Government proposed to build a fence and not these schools, their influence to see, 

a My only fear lvas, the Government might be that trees are planted in  addition to the fellae; 

'0 w e  barbed wire, which is dangerous both l[ think, it greatly enhance the appear- 

to children and adults. I simply asked the hon. 1 ance of those grounds. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,-Since me have 
heard what the honourable junior member for Christ 
Church said, I think someone should place on record, 
that we were under a misapprehension as to the 
reason for this fencing. I thought the fencing was 
to enclose the con~pound; but i t  appears, as if people 
ased these schools7 playing fields, for the purpose of 
getting from one district to the other. I do not know, 
if these fences are to serve for both purporses,-to 
fence in the compounds and the playing fields, and 
to prevent people from tirespassing. 

Thg question t'hat Head XX do no~v stand part 
of the Resolution \\-as pnt and resolved in the afirina- 
tire without division. 
4.45 p.m. 
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Head XL-Waterworks 

Debt  collector for Department 

Head XL-Water Works, was ealletl. 
11011. Dr. CUiMMIIVS: 1 beg to move that Head 

X L  stand part of the Scheclule. This is a iiew Item; 
and the amount asked for, is for thr purpose of 
collecting some outstalidillg accounts at the Water 
Works Depaatment. The Xote to this ltem says 
this :- 

"*It is estimated that an amount of $200 to llleet 
this service will be required for the remainder of the 
financial year  All outstanding arrears collected by 
the Debt Collector will be paid into the Tkeasur~." 

The Note sets out the position frilly. 111 other 
words, the Debt Collector will not get any Conlmis- 
sion through the debts he collects. The money 
be paid into the Treasury, and this anlount is for 
the purpose of paying him his comrmission. 

I beg to move that this Head stand part. 
Hon. M. E. Cox : I second that 

D. I lnay be One of those 
included, among those from whom this debt is to b? 
collected; and I plead @lilt innocence 
now. I shouild like to ask this question: is this money 
really in C~nneCtion with water rates, or with plumb- 
illg expenses? If it is for water rates, the 
is to collect the debt by just cutting off the water; 
and the people will pay immediately. The only way 
people will not pay their debts, is if they do not owe 
the lnonw. On the other hallcl, if the money is for 
plumbing expenses, I am wondering if you should 
come for this $200. If you are doing so, you will 
have to collect debts in another department. 

11 should like to pay this tribute to the Water 
Works Department. I have visited the department, 
and I must say, it is run very much better than it 
has ever been run. I recall, on previom occasions, 
if you lost your Water Works bill, alld went to the 
department and said, "I have not paid my water 
rate, will you please look it up alld tell llle what the 
amoubt is," i t  took about three or four weeks in order 
to discover if you really paid, or what was the number 
of the bill. ~ ~ - d ~ ~ ,  I am very to that 
within ten minutes, you can find out what the 
position is. I commend the office for that; but here 
you will alwaS.s have people Olvillg I am 
wondering if it is tile best policy for the ~~~~~~~~~t 
to engage the services of a Debt Collector I think, 
Government should employ a junior in the office to 
do this work. I t  seems to me, if this money is to be 
hollected and then paid into the Treasury, and then 
this $200 has to be paid back out, that is not the best 
policy. I suggest, (you have many youngste~:~ 
about; and since I understand that this office is 
always wader-staffed, since if a youngster is trained 
to do the work, he is then removed to some other 
office,) a junior should be placed in  this office, and a 
part of his duty would be to look after the collection 
of these debts. The Note to this item says this: "I t  
is considered that the Government should engage the 
services of a debt collector to collect outstanding 
accouiits of the Water Wolnks Department, and that 
he should be paid on a percentage basis." 

Earlier, the Note says this: "From time to time, 
approval has to be obtained to write off from the 
books of the Water MTorks Departinents certain debts 

HOUSE - 

cations, that while the Office has improked y ~ u t e  a 
lot, (rather than put any Debt Collector tnere, 1 
envisage that you will run in trouble; i t  \vould pos- 
sibly take somebody to collect this molley from the 
Debt Collector;) (Laughter) I suggest strongly, i t  
is a wrong policy, no matter who has suggested it. 

9 

the M j ~ s t e r  of Co~municatloas tell me, if a t  
any time, they have asked for another clerk IU this 
office, and that i t  has been represented, with allother 
clerk, this work will be done? I say, in the interest ? 
of the public generally, i t  is not the best thing to 
have a Debt C'ollector to couech these debts. What 
will happen in the Income Tax Department? 1 
certainly would not object to collecting the debts at  W 

this department !I Are you going to do the same 
thing there? I am not pledging mYElf that 1 Rill 
vote either for or this item; but I ask the 
Hon. Minister of Comnlunications to answer the 
questions which I have asked; and to say, whether 
in the interest of the community, i t  would not be 
better to engage the services of another cadet and 
let him be the man responsible for looking after -4 

these debts. I understand this Department is ~11-  
der-staffed; and you will find, there has alxvays beell 
this amount to be because nobody attended 
the I do not think that this House should 
serious~y collsider appointing a ~~b~ collector for 
this Department. You also have to do a similar 

in the Income Tax Department. 
p.m. 
Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman,-To answer 

the last first. I do not think it would be 
better for the Government to employ another clerk 
to do this work. I am surprised to hear the honour- 
able member for the City say, the Department is 
under-staffed. I am sure, as far as I have been 
able to gather or ascertain, the Chief Engineer 
has not asked for any additional staff in recent days; 
since the re-organization of the various departments, *4 
which took place a year or two ago. The nature of 
this set 'vO1lld make it more than for a 
'lerk to do this work. The 
are lliade of meter rent, plumbing, and 
"at" rates. &metimes people live in a house, and 
they move from that house without paying the rates 
which are due, say a t  the end of a quarter; although 
it is tnle, these rates are supposed to be paid in 
ad~anc r .  It mould be difficult for a clerk to chase 
down these individuals and find out where they live, 
"'ld qet the from them. 

As I said, sir, as f a r  as plumbjng is concerned, 
honourable members know that while a service can 
be cut off for lion-payment of rates. i t  cannot be cut 
off for a non-payment for plumbing or otller ex- 
penses. That creates a difficult problem. After c a r s  
f ~ l  consideration, the Government has c m e  to the 
conclusion, on the recommendation of the Chief 'h 
Engineer, that some money could be collected from 
some of the defaulters, by putting a Debt Collector 
kehind them. More often than not, ~ e o p l e  pay Debt 
Collectors better than they would pay someone else e 
like a clerk. 

I agree with the honourabl~: member when he says , tl:at sometimes you have to put  a Debt Collector in 
court, so as to t ry  to recover from him. Let us hape, 
that we 'vill find one with a better prinuiple than 
that. Let us hope that the one to be employed in  the 

which have remained uncollected over a period 02 
years. A11 efforts are made to collect such clebls; 
hut in some cases this has proved impossible as many 
of the debtors arc deceased or have left the Island 
or callnot be found." 

No one would object to the voting of this 
a m o ~ ~ n t ;  but I suggest to the Minister of Communi- 

collection of this money, will be one of some character 
and reliability, as far  as the paying in of the dues col- 
lected, is concerned. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I would like the hon- 
ourable Minister to answer another question. Fol- 
lowing on his explanation, and referring to what the 
H o n ~ a b l e  Leader of the House has said, the boil- 



qurable Minister must be in a position to tell U$ 

what is the apprnxinlate amount due. The Leadel 
of the House said that there is no question of com- 
mission; so if this is the sum you have agreed upon 
to pay, there must be soine indication of the amount 
you are to collect. 

Mr. BARNROW: Mr. Chairman,-Before the hon. 
Minister replies, I would like to say, I have been 
making some small calculations in  my own p001 
arithmetic. I would also point out lthat from my ex. 
perience, (and the honourable senior member for  thc 
City can corroborate me i n  this,) Debt Collectors 
asnally work on the basis of 20 per cent commission. 
Therefore, if you are going (to pay out $200.00, on 
the normal basis of calculation, the debts outstanding 
cannot be more than about $1,000. That i s  from my 
experience in the courts. 

I also notice from the Addendum, some of these 
aebtors are either dead, out of the island, or cannot 
be found. What is the use of paying a Debt Collector 
tc collect from a man who is dead, or out of the 
jurisdiction of the court, or one who cannot be found 1 
The honourable senior member for St. Michael who 
introduced this, Resolution also suggested, if s clerk 
were given the job of collecting these debts, the clerk 
would have to find out where these people inaj- 
be residing, (whether at  the Westbury Cemetery or 
eleswhere) and ,a lot of time would be wasted in that 
way. I would like to tell the honourable 
Minister, that a Debt Collector would have n9 
authority to produce in court, the books of the Water 
Works Department. The Clerk would therefore have 
to appear in court, and give the Debt Collector in- 
formation anyhow; and if the amount of the debt 
is disputed, the clerk would have to produce the 
books in court To say that a clerk would no* have 
the time or skill to do this job, seems to me a most 
inadequate explanation of the amount which we are 
Bsked to vote. 

Another point which ,I would like t,d make, is 
this: the Debt Collector himseli does not al\vays 
bother about finding the person who owes the debt. 
That is the duty of the writserver. A Debt Collector 
normally serves a summons on the last known place 
of abode of the debtor. I f  the debtor cannot be found 
a t  that place, the summons is usually left there; or 
if the writserver has information that  the debtor 
lives a t  another place, he goes i n  pursuit of his 
quarry and tries to run him to earth.  heref fore, we 
already have the machinery in existence at  the 
expense of the taxpayers, whereby these people can 
bc located if necessary. 

Now, I do not think that if these debts have 
been outstanding for such a long time, and if the 
amount is as it should be, in  the vicinity of $1,0010, 
ii is really worthwhile to employ a Debt Collector. I 
am not. saying that we should abandon all hopes of 
recovering i t ;  but I do not think that i t  is worth- 
while to employ a Debt Collector. just to get in- 
formation that one of the clerks of the Waterworks 
Department could get, especially bearing in min'd 

' that the clerk would h'ave to appear i n  court. Why 
therefore pay a debt collector, t o  collect this 
$1,000. 

I t  is a penny wise and a, pound foolish; for this 
reason: we have given the Chief Engineer $200.00 
a month more than he was already getting, making 
him one of the most highly paid officers in  the 
Government of Barbados. He now gets over a 
thousand dollars a month, and the work which is 
beinz done now by that Department, is no longer 
work of a technical nature. The real researeh work 
was done by the British Union Oil Companjr under 
the direction of Dr. Senn, who got no thanks or re- 
~rrard from the Barbados Government for going 

clown into over 90 wells, and catching a fatal 
disease to which he  succumbed. N"sw his wife and 
children are living i n  chill penury i n  Switzerland, 
and we are paying the Chief Engineer this amount 
to watch the Key Scale workers digging trenches. 
The work which :,'is being done by that Department 
now, is illainly of a maintenance nature, and the 
laying down of new mains. I think that  my colleague 
end the honourable senior member for the City 
will agree with me on that, because they have spoken 
on the matter before. 

IVe cannot afford to pay the Chief Engineer 
a thousand dollars a month to do work which a 
foreman could do. We have some good foremen at 
the Water Works Department; men with a lot of 
experience. Some of them hlave worked i n  the Canal 
Zone when the Panama Canal was being built, and 
some have worked for many years in British 
Guiana extending mains etc. I do not think we need 
a Chief Engineer a t  all;  without casting any 
aspirations on the present gentleman. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I do not see the Chief 
Xngineer mentioned in this Resolutfon. 

Mr. BARaOW: If we could pay a Debt Collec- 
tor  to recover the thousand dollars a month that 
we are paying to the Chief Engineer, the Debt 
Collector would be doing the Government a per- 
petual service. As I have said, sir, Debt Collectors 
usually work on a 201 per cent basis. If we got one to 
work on a 10 per cent. basis, he would be a more 
~lagnanimous collector than I have had th, privi- 
lege to meet as yet. From what is written in the 
Addendum, and from what we have heard from the 
Eonourable Minister, this Resolution may well turn  
out to be a waste of the taxpayers' money. 
5.05 p.m. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman,-This amount 
is approximately $1,200; and the hon. senior inem- 
ber for St. George has attempted to reduce this thing 
to an absurdity. This is how the Addendum reads: 
"All efforts are made to collect such debts, but in 
some cases this has proved impossible as many of 
the debtors are deceased or have left the Island or 
cannot be found. " 

I have never suggested, that the hon. junior 
inenlber for the City said, any clerk at the Water 
Works Department should not collect the money. 1 
said, a clerk a t  that Department, did not have the 
time to trace down people who had left their places 
of abode. I n  addition, everybody who have debts to 
collect, worlld know the technique employed by Debt 
C~ollectors; so they would know that before a Debt 
Collector puts any one in court, he goes to the person 
,and says, "I have a debt to collect for Mr. A or Mr. 
B., how much would you arrange with me to pay 
per month, or per week." Lf the person agrees tcu 
pay, the Debt Collector would agree almost in all 
cases to the suggestion; and there is no question of 
court a t  all. Another thing: a clerk a t  the Water- 
JYorks Department would only 'be called into court 
to1 produce the books in the case where the debt was 
disputed, so as  to prove that the individual owes the 
amount to the Water Works Department; but after 
these books are produced and judgment is entered, 
then the collecting by  the Debt Collector starts. I 
~ ~ o u l d  like to say that  no clerk i n  the service can fol, 
11p a debtor with a judgement sumons, or  with execu- 
t ~ o n s  running from year to year. This is work for a 
man who is trained in that sort of thing, and who 
has the time to do it. This is not work for a clerk. 

Dealing with the question of bad debts, any 
illember would know that in such cases, those debts 
were written off. Before I sit, I merely want to say, 
that when i t  comes to the question of the work of the 
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Chief Engineer, I am sure that every member of this you ought to know ~f the person who owes the debt 
kiouse and thls communltj, appreciates the very uas uled or has left the Island. I say, let the law be l g ~ o d  work whlch t h ~ s  gentleman has done slme he 
e r n e  to this Island. For  anyone to e*ay that he 1s only 
running around loo lng  at Key Scale workers mgglug 
trenches and putting down mains, is very very ull- 
charitable. With the greatest respect to you, Air. 
Chairman, I do not thlnk the Chief Englileer hacl 
any right to be drawn Into this matter at  all. 

Again l will say, the collect~ng of bad debts 1s 
a normal course which is employed by private enter- 
prise, as a matter of convenience, Lecause they realisc 
that the matter could better be done by a Debt Col- 
lector; and because they cannot find the time for 
clerks to do this work. Sir, if you had to pay a clcrk 
$100 or $1510 to run behind people who owned money 
to ccllect i t  for the Department, you will probabla 
pay him more than you collect. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,- I do not think 
anybody would suggest that you should take a clerlr 
to do this job, unless i t  was a wholetime job. It seems 
to me that all the Hon. ll1inister of Communications 
says is that a De'bt Collector tries to collect a debt 
cnd in the vast number of cases he has to prosecute. 
After he has put somebody in court what has he to 

mended. l am going to move that the amount of 
thls ~ te in  be deleted. fou are really non adnilttnq, 
that the people who owe these debts are there; you 
ha\e refused the process of the Court, and you are 
now asking somebody to collect these debts. If he 
collects them through the Court, you \v111 stlll hare 
to pay 111111. 

Hon. M. E. COX:  I9 !Mr. A. rents a house and 
pays so much a quarter for the water rate, but be- 
fore the rate for the quarter is collected Mr. "B" 
rents the house, how can you prosecute Mr. "B" 
for the water rate? There is no logic in what the 
1io11. member has said. 

Nr. LIEWIS: You have t o  pay for turning back 
on the water; and therefore somebody will have to 
pay, if he wanted the water to be turned back on. 
1-ou talk about amending the law, but you do not 
know what you are doing. Outside of Barbados this 
thing does not happen, because the people cutside 
have sense. Outside of Barbados, the owner of the 
House is responsible for the water rates he puts the 
house at a certain rental, which includes the water 

I rate. But you are trying to collect a ddbt from some- 
do? The courts belong to the Government, as well I body who can move ; the man who rents the house 
as the Water Works, and the courts are next door shculd not be responsible for that. I t  is the owner of 
to the Water Works; so the Water Works Depart- the property who should be responsible for the water I ment will only have to send somebody next cloor to 
collect the money. I t  means that the Writ Servers 
and the officers of the Court would have the collect- 
ing to do. 

You say that you can only lock off water from 
premises, if the person has not paid his water 
rates; well, change the law, and make i t  that you can 
lock off' the water from any service which ones an1 
money to the Departmrnt. 1 can1 ot for the life of 
me, see how Government can foster a 1)ebt C'(~ll(~(.t ,r. 

The next thing is this: whenever there is a debt 
to be collected by a Debt Collector, you will have to 
send along a clerk to prove liability; if that is 80, in 
short, he is your Debt Collector. If you are going to 
employ a Debt CRollector who has other debts to col- 
lect for other people, is he going to give Government 
debts priority? Are you going to authorise this man 
to give receipts on behalf of the Water Works? 

This does seem to me to be a small amonnt for 
the Waterworks Department to collect. in the man- 
ner stated. I feel i t  is something which can be writ- 
ten off. I f  as has been s t a t ~ d ,  many of the people who 
owe this money have left the island, or their place of 
abode, and You cannot find them. Do think that 
a Debi Collector would find them ? 
5.1'5 p.m. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: If the Debt Collector does 
not collect any money, he is not paid his salary on the ' 
lump sum. If he does not collect an?' money, he does 
not receive a n v t h i n ~  

Mr. LEWIS: If the Debt Collector says that  he 
can put somebody in Court for money, :jou will let him 
do that. As soon as you agree with a man to  collect 
the debts, you will have to pay him for it. (Hon 
X. E. COX: Not a t  all) . That is what some- 
body has said. I am not pretending l?o be an  
authority on this matter. I am saying that if this 
amount is only $1,2100, and they suspect that some 
of these people are dead, or  that they have left the 
island, is i t  really that  some of the people whom 
they suspect to have died, are included in these 
debts? I must say, that you would probably find your- 
self in more trou'ble in working things in this way. 
I think that all you need to do is to shut off the water 
If you act quickly, or rather if you allow one 
quarter to go unpaid and shut off the water, 

ratcls. Tf you choose to rent a house and pay the water 
rate, that is another matter. I say, you should attach 
these things to the owner of the house, and get rid of 
the idea of the Government appointing a Debt Collec- 
tor to eollect these debts. I think that they have cer- 

' tainly done a good job to have only the amfount of 
$1,2010 outstanding. I think that you should apply 
\vhat dbility you have to an amendment of the law, 
so that the property owner will be the man whom 
~ ' 0 1 1  Call get at all the time. The day you do that, 
>-on will make it easier for people t o  rent honses and 
pay their rates, and everything else. I regret that the 
Go~eriiinent thinks that what they have proposed, is 
the easiest way to hunt down these people in order 
to  collect the  vate er rates I 11o\v beg to move that 
thiq item hp deleted. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUi\lAfZNS : Let us remain in Bar- 
bados. As far  as we are concerned, we know that what 
the hon. member has said is not the custom; the cus- 
tom i\ that  r rho ever ~('eupies the house, pays the water 
rate, These amoullts which are due, are due by pea- 
l,le ,h0 are in a position to pay; the dead are ex- 
cluded from this. What is explained in the note is, 
some of this money is owing by people who are dead ; 
but there are others who are alive, and who can pay. 
125 the law stands a t  present, if you do not pay your 
vater rate, and you are still occupying the house, 
the water is cut off until the rate is paid. The hon. 
junior member for the City says that the servioe should 
Ft. paid for before i t  is turned back on ; 'bit i t  is quite 
unfair to a man who goes into a house for the first 
time. to have to pay another man's water rate. 

The honourable member has suggested that some- 
on(. shanld pay it. If you cannot find the man who 
Eas jnst moved out, who is to pay i t ?  (Mr. LEWIS - 
The owner of the house). I did not know, that was 
the law. (Mr. LEWTS : I am saying change the law). 
TfTe know that the law is to be changed. There are 
none so blind as those who will not see. I t  is only 
when the Debt Collector brings the moiley t o  the 
Water Works, that he will be paid. We will only 
pay him when the money outstanding is collected. I 
think that that is as  clear as a pikestaff. 
5 25 p.m. 

Mr. BABROW: I do not want to prolong this 
debate unnecPlssarily. I do not haw much to add to 



OCTOBER 19, 1954 
- 

117 

what I have said befure. The Hon. Xinister of Social 
Services said, the an~ouiit outstanding was $1,200. 
We presume, some of this is not recoverable. There- 
fore, the Debt Collector would not bring to the 
is!andls revenue, the full $1,200 which is outstand- 
ing. I am wondering whether since this represents a 
departure from the llormal departmental procedure, 
whether \vet should at  this stage of our consti- 
tutional development, for the paltry m m  of $1,200, 
all  of which may not be collected, vote for a Resolu- 
tion of this kind. 

I would like to draw to the Minister's attention, 
the fact that fa r  larger sums are collected by the 
Income Tax Department, withoqt soliciting the aid 
3f a Debt Collector or any other person; and that 
the Parochial Authorities employ one of their clerks 
from time to time, to go into court and collect far  
larger s u m ,  without any additional cost to the Tn- 
come tax Department or the Vestry, in the respective 
cases. 

I am saying, if the Income Tax Dep,artment, 
without having a man specially selected for the pur- 
pcse can sometimes wollect $30,000, $40,000 or $50,000 
and amounts in that vicinity annually, and in addi- 
%ion thc man carries out his other duties, and if a 
gentleman like Mr. Pilgrim froill the Parochial Board 
of St. Michael- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The honourable illenlber will 
please stick to the Resolution. 

Mr. BARROW: I can only do that by drawing 
analogies. 1 am only illustrating that this proposed 
expenditure is unjustified for a Government Depart- 
ment. If the Parochial Body can do it, and if the 
gentlemen in the Incorne T P X  Departnlent carry 
out them other d u t i ~ s  ~Sfi~iently, and still collects ont- 
standing amounts for the Treasury consisting of far  
larger amounts than the amount involved according 
to information given a t  a late stage by the honour- 
able Iulinister, I do not know. A Debt Collector is 
anathema to some taxpayers. We must be careful 
how we foist Debt Collectors on the taxpayers. I n  
my opinion, water is one of the services which should 
be free That is not to say, that I ain inciting anyone 
not to pay their water rates. If bp an oversight, 
one overlooks the payment of his water rates, cut OR 
the water. lTf a debt is involved for other things like 
plnmbing, a reinincler or two from the nepar t in~nt  
will probably solve the matter. I n  those given cares 
in which i t  is found impossible. either by cajoling or 
by gentle persuasion to elicit the amounts which are 
due and owing, I think that it is a waste of time 
trying-To colJect. 

To me, Sir, the whole thing has a bad odour. 
The taxpayers do not like this sort of thing; and 
they are the people who put  us here. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman,-Tlie~~ 
:!re one or two points which I uould like to make 
It; is true, as my colleague has said, that in other 
rouiilries rates are attached to the owner of the 
house. Now I am objecting to paying a Debt Collec- 
tor to collect these amounts. I am not ashamed to 
say, Sir, that I have been on occasions sued by the 
Executive Committee (which is the \Vaterworks De- 
partment) for money due and owing, not for water 
rates. I believe, even now they can sue me. Wlist 
is the position? Without having the file on this 
which the Hon. Minister has, I would risk to say, 
that where this money which you are trying t? col- 
lcct is concerned, very little is for water rates. The 
averags person renting a house, realises that water 
is a service which he wants, ,and that if he does not 
pay for it, it will he cut off. If you rent a house at  
-Jackscn and you owe water rates, and do not pay 
t h ~ m .  the Department will take off the water. If you 
arc the type of peyson who wants the uater  service 

in you1 home, i t  means that if you rent a house some- 
where else, it will most likely be a house with the 
water installed. When you apply to h a ~ e  the water 
t ~ ~ 1 l c . d  011, the I)epartmelit will sec fioiri their bo'aks 
that you owe money from the last house you were in, 
and they will not turn i t  on until you pay what is 
due. 

Mr.. CHAIIRMAN: Suppow you change your 
narar ? 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: You would have to be- 
long to the Labour Party, to  change your name. 
Speaking seriously, Sir, I would like to say, I am 
snre that, the greater part of this money due is for  
plumbing. What is the custom? A man puts in the 
water service in a house; if he is an owner-tenant 
and a leak develops in  ,a part  of the service which 
is laid upon his grounds, and which is partly his 
property, i t  is the duty of the Water Works Depart- 
ment to save water as s m  as they are notified of the 
leak. But the responsibility of paying for the plumb- 
ing is with the owner. That is how you get an  accu- 
mulation of these debts. 

Now if you are a tenant and not an owner, and 
anything goes wrong, you also draw i t  to the atten- 
tion of the Water Works Department. Tf the owner 
is out of the island, or if-he is the Gpe  of lartdlord 
who $\ill rather tie a piece of string-around the pipe 
than pay for the plumbing, i t  is the duty of the 
llepartment to save water; and many times the bill 
is not paid. This is nothing new. This $1,200 must 
ha-ve been due over a period of several years. It is 
nothing to be ashamed of ;  it is a small amount. 
5.35 p m .  

I t  may have happened since the Hon. Minister 
of Cominnnications has taken office; I do not mean 
since he was responsible for the particular port- 
folio. Originally, every three months or so, the 
Department would go through its books with re- 
spect to those who owed for water rates and plumb- 
ing. Of this amount which is outstanding, I think 
a small percentage would be for water rates. AS 
I was saying, the Department would go through 
its books, and if it were found that  John Brown 
owes so much for water rates they would send and 
cut off the, servire; and before i t  could be put  back 
on, the money would have to be paid. If you say 
here this amount outstanding is for water rates, 
then someone is guilty of not doing his work. 

Now, sir, originally a t  the end of every three 
months, so long as the Department was properly 
staffed, a clerk would go through the books, and if 
he found, say service No. 321 the rates were out- 
standing, the Department would send the person a 
reminder. Sometimes they might telephone you; 
hut if they didn't like you, they would cut it off. 1 
remember well that I have been put in court sevmal 
times because of accumulated Bills. That would 
happen to some persons; and I see nothing wrong in 
i t  either. I am of the opinion, this outstanding debt 
is for work done to the various services. It is pecu- 
liar that  throughout the years, when another form 
of Government was in power, the Government then 
never thought of employing a Debt Collector to 
collect these debts. (A VOICE : Aha !) A Minister 
seems to be laughing a t  what I said; but I would 
say again, those who controlled the Water Works 
Department years gone by, did not look for a Debt 
Collector. (A VOICE: How many people had 
services?) A tremendous number. 

However, sir, I do not think this principle is 
the right one. 1 feel what my colleague said is 
right. You merely have $1,200 in bad and out- 
standing debts. In  a business of the magnitude of 
the Water Works Department, and also taking into 
account that this amount must have been accumu- 
lated ovm a period of seven years, I do not think 
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this could be called a considerable sum. I must 
conle to the conclllsion that this amount lnust haye 
accmnulatecl over a period of not more than sevell 
years. I may take this opportunity to draxv to your 
attention the raniificatiol~s of the law if this amount 
nrould have to be collected. If i t  is over a period 
of seven years, say for a period of fifteen to twenty 
years, and you have to go to court, the debtor may 
call on you to produce the ~vorkmen who effected 
repairs. Will you be able to do tha t?  Of course, 
if i t  is for that length of time, you may presume 
that the debtor is dead; bat suppose you find him 
ancl you have to go to Court, and he denies liability, 
or suppose he asked you to produce the plumber, 
what will you tell hini. I think if a house is rented 
out just like in other coulitries, and water is in- 

-stalled in that house, the owner of the house should 
be respollsible for the service, and that will be the 
end of this matter. 

What I am worried about is something which 
the hon. Minister has not told this House; and i t  
is this: 1 hope that a substantial amount of this 
outstanding account is not for material credited to 
o~vners of services. I know the Water 7;Vorks De- 
partment embarrasses business men in Bridgetown, 
by being able to supply cnstomers with the fixtures 
f ~ r  a service much cheaper than ally business con- 
cern in Bridgeto~vn. I think the cost of a service 
installed by the Water ITorks Department, with the 
customcr buying all the material from the Depart- 
ment, is roughly 10% less than that available in 
B r i d g e t o ~ v ~ ~ ;  and i t  is a lovely service. I am there- 
fore wondering whether any of this amount has 
been credited out for that purpose. Surely, if the 
amount of $1,200, which l dare say has accumulated 
over a period of seven years or s_o, is all that the 
Water Works Department has outstanding, there 
is really no justification for getting a Debt Collector 
to hotliid down people for  it. I say: go through 
the usnal procednre for collpcting this money. If 
you come to the conclusion that this outstanding 
amount is for those debts ~vllich are good, why 
pay 20% to collect them? If you know that mine 
is good, as  well as my colleague's, why pay to col- 
lect them ? 

Mr. LEITIS: Mr. Chairman,-I would like to 
explain that my situation is the one which I re- 
commend to the Govornment; and I am sure Gov- - - 
ernment does not lose anything by that. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: As I was saying, if you 
have taken out the bad and doubtful debtors, and 
have the others remailling, and the principle origin- 
ally  as that you put these people in court, and as 
soon as you send tlie~n a s~unmons they paid, why 
then put these people in an embarrassing position 
by putting the d ~ b t s  in the hands of Debtsollectors? 
I suggest you should have the Act amended so as to 
make the owner of the preinises responsible for the 
debt; therefore, I think I should second the motion 
i:y my colleagne to delete this amount. My reason 
being that  $1,200 in  a basine~s of the magnitude 
of the \\Tater IVorlcs Department, and n-hich has 
accumulated over a period of years, is not a large 
debt. Again, I am submitting, it is not for water 
rates. I personally would like to know for what is 
the a~noant  7 I t  cannot be for water rates. Since 
i t  is for work done, I hope that i t  is a o t  for material. 
which you have allo~ved peop!e3 to have on credit. 
You have stated in the Note: 

L'All efforts are inade to collect such debts, but 
in soinc cases this has p r o v ~ d  impossible, as niany 
of the debtors are deceased or have left the Island, 
or cannot be found." 
5.45 p m .  

Having admitted that you have never been told 
that the Department is understaffed, you collect your 
rates, and you have, I must say, a new filing system/ 

which leads to the efficiency of the office, you can 
tell readily 3-ho owes this money; and all you need 
to do, is to send them a little summons. I am secoizd- 
ing the motion of my colleague. I f  in your admission, 9 
there are amoilg these people, those who cannot pay, 
what are you getting a Debt Collector for? Is the 
Government really going to follow this policy? ZTou 
give a Debt Collector a clebt of say $14 to collect from 
somebody, ancl that Debt Collector is doing his job , with the understanding that he will collect it a t  
20% commission; he sues the person, gets an order 
tlgaitist him, aiid if the ivan does not pay a n  instal- 
ment of $2.00 which he has been ordered to pay, he 
goes to prison for 14 days. Do you know what you 
are doing? If the Debt Collector follows the courts , of law to collect this money, you cannot take the job 

1 away from him. Are yon going to levy on a person's 
I property or send hini to prison for 14 days? A 

socialist Government should not think of doing a thing 
like that; you cannot do that sort of thing. I a m  
suggesting to the hononrable Minister that he with- 4 draxv this amount, and pursue the normal coiurse of 
suing people; and you will have the coiitrol in your 
hand. If yon give a Debt Collector this money to 
collect, you cannot withdraw it from him; and you 
do not want to be charged with dishonesty. I would 
say, it is a privilege to be able to owe somebody 
money. A lot of people would like to have that privi. 
lege; a lot of people would rather die than rob you; 
they prefer to die owing you money. (Laughter). 

Mr. LEWIS:  I would like to warn the Govern- 
ment, the day the Government institutes this system 
of employing a Debt Collector in  the Water Works 

I Department, the Department would relax on the col- 
lection of rates. The staff would say that they can 1 leave these matters to thp Debt Collector. You will 
probably find, although the Debt Collector will be 
working no more money will be coming into the  
Department, because as I say, if you have a Debt 
Collector, the staff will leave these matters to him. 

The qu~st ion that this item "Commission to Debt 
Collectors" be deleted was put and resolved in  the 
negative on the followislg division. 

Ayes: l\Iessrs. LEWIS, VAIJGHAN, F. D. MOTT- 
I,EY and G O D D A R D . ~ .  

Nces: Hon. RI. E. Cox, Hon. Dr. H.G. CIJ~X~ITNS, 
Hon. C. E. TALMA, Ison. R. G. %PP. & - S .  BOURNE, 
Messrs. HOLDER, BRYAN, MILLER, F. L. WAI~COTT, 
and ERANCKER.-10. 

'l'he question that Head XL stand part of the 
Schedl~le was put and resolved in the affiimative 
without division. 

On the motion of Hon. Dr. Cunrnr~xs seconded 
Fy Hon. 11. E. Cox the Resolutioii for the sum of 
$5,775 was passed. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS : At this stage, Mr. Chair- 

man, 1 beg to  move that you do now report progress 
aiid ask for le'ave for the Conmittee to sit again. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to second that. f 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 

accordingly. 
On the lnotioli of Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS, S 

seconded by Hon. M. E. Cox, the House was adjourn- 
ed for an half a n  hour. 
6.00 p.m. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY RESUMED. 
- 

Mr. GI'EAICER: On the adjournment the 
House was in Coninlittee of Sapply. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair and the House re- 
sumed Coninlittee of Supply, Mr. SMITH in the 
Chair. 



RESOLUTION FOR $10,000 TO PROVIDE 
POWERED BOATS FOR FISHERMEN 

Hon. C. E. TALBIA: JIr.  Chairma11,-Th, 
~ e x t  Resolutioii is for the sum of $10,000, to provjd, 
powered boats for fishernien. The Addendum i 
fairly lengthy and explanatory, but I will givc 
further details of the scheme for the benefit of h011 
ourable members. The question of increasing thl 
productivity of the local fishing fleet has beell en 
gaging the attention of the Government for the las 
few months. A scheme has been agreed on for thc 
conversion of the fishing fleet of the island frou 
sailing boats, to power driven boats. Recently, sir 
(this is just subsidiary,) the loss of life in tht 
present type of boat has been very heavy. Bfort 
than 100 men have lost their lives in the past ter 
years. 

At, present, there are about 17 powered boat: 
which have been built 'by private owners, withoul 
assistance from the Government. The majority oj 
the builders prefer the long launch type of boat 
about 22 to 26 feet over all. The Fishery Office1 
considers that type of boat suitable and ecoiiomical 
That launch type of boat which has been selected 
will have a 10 H.P. Diesel engine which will cos1 
from $1,400 to $1,8010. The installation of fuel 
tanks will make the total cost of the engine alscut 
$2,1080. The cost of the launch type of hull of the 
size selected, along with a small cabin house, will be 
about $1,5010. The total cost d a boat will therefore 
be about $3,600. 

The present loan scheme will be expanded, and 
the terms and conditions will be liberalised.  loan^ 
will ,be made up  to 610 per cent. of the capital cost 
of the boat, and the owner will have a considerable 
stake in the boat from the very outset. He will Le 
expected to put  up 40 per cent of the cost; while the 
Government will put up 60 per cent. But the owner 
will be expected to place his 40 per cent. in order 
to convince the Government, that he is going to build 
zr boat, before the Government adrances its 6.0 per 
cent., not lrnowing whether any boat will be built or  
not. By that I mean, the Government will be care- 
ful  to see that owner's portion of the money is 
available; so that the boat does not remain unfinish- 
ed. This is a very important feature of the scheme. 

I t  is considered that powered boats can be inore 
economically built by private owners o r  individuals, 
than by the Government; 'but the Government 
through the Director of Agriculture and the Fishery 
Officer, will assist by the provision of advice and 
suitable moulds for hulls, and in other matters of 
that nature. The Fishery Officer will have to ap- 
prove both the type of the engine and the boat, and 
the Government through the Fishery Officer, ~vill  
have the right to make periodic inspection of the 
boat and engine, to ensure that maintenance is satis- 
factory, as  long as the total amount of the loan re- 
mains unpaid. 

As I havd said, the owner will be called upon 
to find 40 per cent. of the cost of the boat; and in 
most cases, will give the boat as security for the 
loan of 60 per cent. which the Government will put 
~ p .  The loan will 'be for five years, in cases where 
the loan does not exceed $2,0'00; and in  cases where 
i t  exceeds $2,000, it will be for a period of six years. 
There ~vi!l be no necessity for the loan to be securecl 
by mortgage or real o r  personal property, as at  
present. Because, although the Resolution is some- 
what similar to one for $10,000 which was passed by 
this Chamber on another occasion for a similar 
scheme, in reality, only $2,000 was utilised up  to 

presently; because the scheme entailed the1 average 
fisherman having to find collateral security. He had 
,to have a house or land as collateral security, or 
~.dditional &curity ; things, which few fishermen 
have. 

The result W% that the last scheme for the assis- 
tanoe of fishermen was a failure in the true 6ense of 
the word; because, only one boat owner was able to 
avail himself of the facilities offered under that 
scheme. The object of this new scheme, is to, make 
i t  easy for fishermen to take advantage of these loans. 
Under the present circumstances, the fishing boat 
alone will be regarded as good security; and there 
will be no question of the Government insisting on 
collateral security, which the average fisherman has 
not got. 

Now this scheme will be regarded as a pilot 
scheme. If there are a sufficient number of appli- 
cants forthcoming, and willing to put up their 40 
per cent., and to comply with the terms and eo,iidi- 
tions of this new scheme, then the scheme will be 
revised in the light of the additional circumstances; 
and a substantial sum will 'be put in the next Es- 
timates to implement the scheme on a bigger and 
proper basis. I am making that clear, because I do 
ro t  want to hear honourable members asking why 
only 10,001). Government wants to see how this 
scheme will work out on this basis, before going in 
for a bigger scheme; and Government intends t a  
come down for a larger amount, if the scheme works 
on a pro,per b'asis. 

The fishermen who take advantage of this 
scheme, will no longer have to rely On the wind that 
blows from the land, to take their boats to the fishing 
banks; and on the wind that blows from the sea, to 
bring them home again. They will be able to reach 
the fishing grounds quickly, remain out longer, pur- 
sue schools of fish more easily, and yet return home 
in time to catch the market. That is a big point i n  
the scheme. The average fisherman, instead of hav- 
ing to leave home a t  2 or 3 o'clock in the morning, 
 ill be able to enjoy a good night's rest like every- 
Lne else, and still get to the fishing banks earlier 
than he did previously. He can remain out later, 
when the catch is a t  a maximum. He can pursue 
more schools of fish, and his catches should increase 
rzith benefit, not only to himself, but t o  the com- 
munity generally. By this means, along with other 
schemes which the Government will bring i n  from 
time to time, the Government is planning to impro.ve 
'he food supply of the conimunity, whose diet is 
iangerously lacking in  protein. It is hoped that as a 
-esult of this scheme, the community will not have 
t t  eat so much salted fish as in the past;  and the 
nutrition of the people will gradually impro.ve, as 
the scheme improves. 

Both iiz Ceylon and Bombay, sir, powered boats 
have only recently been introduced, and already 
they have taken root; and the switch over is proving 
especially profitable to the fishermen and the com- 
munity alike. 

The state of the revolving fund is given in  the 
Addendum. Honourable members will probably 
want to know what money remains unpaid. The 
amount remaining unpaid by way of loan, is $42,- 
304.43. I do not know, whether honourable members 
nil1 be interested in hearing figures showing the 
rromth o f  fisheries in  Bombay and Ceylon. 
i.40 p.m. 

Mr. Chairman, the amount of $8,000 is supposed 
o be the balance of this $10,000, which was voted for 
~urchase of engines. Since then, $5,000 have been 
lllocated, so that the entire balance standing in the 



I<evolving Fund is $13,189.39. I have already men- 
tioned that there is ollly one engine which hnr, been 
Frovided for, by way of loans to fishermen; and there 
are 17 powered boats in at  present, only 
clle of which Government has misted. 1 think, sir, 
when the facilities offered under this scheme are fully 
known, and that there would be no questlon of 

apart from the boat, the scheme would be 
taken advantage o f ;  and by that means, catches of 
fish will be increased. We will certainly after that, 
have to look for the h a n c e s  for the Cold Storage 
and other schemes which are contingent on the sue- 
cess of this scheme. I beg to lnove that this Resolution 
do now pass. 

Hon. M. El. COX : I beg to second that. 
Mr. BEANCKEK : Mr. chai rmq-1  the 

I-lon. hlinister \vholn 1 rnust congratulate for the 
presentation of this case, mentioned that this amount 
was small. It is only $10,000 because it was intended 
only as a private scheme. One appreciates that ;  but I 
r,otice inthe Addend- i t  is stated that productivity 
of the local fishing fleet would be very greatly increas- 
ed by gradual conversion to power propulsion; and it 
iq ttherfore proposed to make larger loans available 
to suitable applicants for the construction of powered 
boats. I think i t  is very important to the working of 
this scheme, if you woulci nlalre it known, into nhose 
hands the s.lection of suitable applicants will fall. 
i t  is an open secret, that the Fishery Officer lacks 
tack and courtesy to to the average fishing boat 
onner, whose business takee kiln to the office of thgt 
official, Maybe, he has not had the experience mov- 
jng up in the piT,il service; but whatever the real 
reason might be, he has not got gift of dealing' 
with people in a pleasant and kindly manner, ewecial 
ly those p:ople \Thonl he seellls to regard to be of a 
humbler thall himself. ~h~~ is -c;hat is 
M orrying me,-the selection of suitable applicants. 
1 would warn the E-on. Minister to see to it, that the 
lzst word is not with that Officer; because we may 
find, that suitable applicants might only be those who 
are prepared to bend both knees ancl say, "Xr. Wiles 
please sir. " 

If this pilot scheme is to improve the w n g  
iiidustry, it must prove a praiseworthy one. So sve 
want to ensure that the witable applicants for this 
gradual concession. is certainly not left in the hab~cis 
of that Officer, who is obviously not well suited to 
make these it is because his 
numerous trips abroad, and his uneetings with out- 
stalldillg dignitaries in the fishing world, that he has 
lost the eOmlnoll touch. I think i t  would be well, if 
he is under the charge of senior 
member for Christ I am sure, *li 
r,cver lose that touch; and will be able to gulde 
that Officer proper I sound this 
'lote of warning, and I sure that the 
Minister \\-ill malie a note of it. 

Mr. BRYAN: Mr. sure that 
this Resolutio.1 v-ill 'law th- mhoIe-hearted support 
of all members of this House. We all agree that 

spent way of assisting the Fishing Industry) 
is money well spent. 

TVe m11St not Only think in terms of the dollars 
alld cents which we are giving to assist the industry; 
but we must also consider the contribution which 
this industry makes to the economy of the island, 
and to the improvement of the health of the corn- 
~ u n i t y ,  and the general benefits derived by the 
people. 

But, sir, there are two ~ o i a t s  which I would lilre 
to draw to the attention of the Government. The first 
deals with Che question of the security of boats, in 
respect of whioh loans are made. Mr. Chairman, I 
hhve always been inclined to the view, that this 

Government should carry the insurance hhg 
hciats,-a Compulsory f4&f?me if necessary. There 
a time, when the rate for insurance was 
like '124%; but One must bear in  minC, this 
scheme of i n ~ ~ r a n c e  is carried out by private enter- 
prise. And i n  computing the rates which private 
enterprise allows, a   er cent age is put  on for profit- 
If the Government ever thinks of carrying Out 

scheme of insurance, I look forward to ~ove rnmen t  
computing rates for overhead expenses; and if there 
are any finanaial benefits derived, there should be 
small. That in my opinion, would lower the cost of 
the premium to boat holdew. Now, the other ~ o i n t ,  is 
with respect to the scheme of insurance for the fisher- 
n,en themselves. It was early in the session of 1948-51, 
that I tabled a n  Address i n  this House, asking for a 
scheme of insurance for fishermen. sir,  I was ~rornpt -  
ed by a particular incident which occurred then. 1t 
was an  incident in  which two fishermen lost their 
lives; and they were bread winners. I n  one i n s t a w ,  
the family of the deceased W a s  in  such poor C i r ~ ~ m -  
stanc4es, that the wife had to apply to the St. Michael's 
Vestry for assistance. We have heard today, that  
W-ithi11 the past ten years, there has been a cost of 
life of more than 100 fishermen. 
6.50 P.m. 

That does not represent only the loss of 10d 
fishermen in the industry, but also the loss of the 
bread winners of a hundred families. Mr. Chair- 
nlan, you Call ilna&ine 100 families waitillg On the 
vestries for a few shillings a week, for feeding, 
clo4hil1g educating their children. This is a 
Serlous case: and i t  must cause the Government 
some concern \ilbea they are faced with these figures. 

j I look forward to the Government making a favour- 
able announcenlent and deciding on greater schemea 
which mill benefit the fishermen both by way of in 
surance for their boats, and life insurance for  the 
fishermen themselves. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: The Hon. Minister for  
Fisheries has admitted that the first loan for 

I Tras failure. 
I-Ion. C. E. TALMA: I did not say that the 

first loan scheme was a failure. What I did say 
,as that the first to the fishermen i n  
the purchase of engines had failed. 

Xlr. CRAXTFORD: That is what I am talkin:: 
abo,,t. This is the scheme; and what Tve 

to  to ensure is that the second scheme is nor 
also a failllre. collfess, that on the face of it, 
this doe, llot very reasonable prospects 

Li,,i I ,,,,,, in saying that the honour- 
able Illtroducel. of this R,eso]ution said that the tota] 
cost of a powered boat is likely to be $2,600? (Hon. 
C. E. TALMA : $3,600). Well, let us be realistic ; we 
are not here to time. where on is the 
ayerage fisherlllan going to find forty per cent. of that 
amount before he can get a loan from the Govern- 
ment for the remainder of the amount? I should 
like to say that 40% of $3,600 is roughly $1,440; 
so that a fisherman must have that amount, before 
he get a loan from the ~~~~~~~t for the 
remainder of the $3,600. Does i t  not appear to thtb 
House, that the scheme is doomed to be a failure 
from the beginning? Under the original scheme, 
we loaned fishermen a lllaximurn of $500; and thnt 
scheme was not a success, partially because the per 
sons ~vho  went to borrow the money had to advance 
collateral security for the amount of the loan. I 
realised tha t ;  and when I tabled the Address whirl1 
I tablpd here in June last year, I reminded the House 
about the stipulation for collateral security, and 
suggester1 thg t  :,nu should amend the Act in ordw 
to permit the granting of loans without collateral 
security. But I never envisaged a total expendi 
ture of $3,600 for a fishing boat. What prompted 
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me to bring the matter before the House was tEt 
fact that there was a serious accident in whicl 
some fishermen lost their lives; and the owner ol 
the boat who was not in the boat a t  the time, when 
he tried to replace the craft, he \\as pprfevtly pre- 
pared to build a new boat with nhatever hzlp he 
could get to borrow money and install an engine 
Let us establish something once and for all. If the 
boats \vhich the Government have i a  mind mill cos5 
$3,600, \xTe will not get two powered boats in the 
waters under this scheme. We have to conceru 
ourselves with a cheaper type of boat and a cheaper 
type of engine. If we \-,ant people to believe that 
this is a private scheme, we should experi~neilt along 
entirely different lines. Instead of building a big 
boat mith this proposed type of engine the Fishery 
Officer should consider building a similar type of 
boat with an outboard motor, which would bc 
cheap~r ,  and more ~vithin the likelihood of fisher- 
men being able to procure such boats. Right now, 
we know from our own experience, that numbers 
of fishermen have small boats with out board engines 
bringing in approximately large catches of fish. 
7.00 p.m. 

I t  is true, sir, quite true, that a bigger boa9 
with a bigger engine xvill 'bring in larger catches; 
but if, as the Hon. Minister claims, the Government 
will not advance a single cent as a loan nntil a fisher- 
man can prove that he has his 40$, T ~irill be very 
much surprised if in ten years me advance $10,000 
Previously, the maximum amount of money which 
he will advance was $500; and the fishing boat to 
be constructed for  $1,000 was a fishing boat of ;I 
reasonable size. Some sizes cost $800, and solllc 
$1,200. When it comes to amounts of money, like 
everything else, ~ v h a t  is in~portant  is re1ativit)-. 
40% of $1,000 is infinitely easier for the averagc 
fisherman to find, than 40% of $3,600. A fishernlarr 
who can put his hand fairly regularly on $400) 
which he collects from insurance on a boat lost at 
sea, or which he made from an  old boat when it was 
in operation, cannot with the same facility put his 
hand on $1,400; or alternatively. a young fcllotr 
who has just started fishing, and who harp saved a 
little money, or ~ v h o  could get $400 to start, canuo! 
get $1,400. 

If we expect to get these grand results from thi,, 
particular expansion of the fishing industry, we arcb 
going to have fundamentally to revise our concep 
tions of how this scheme will operate. The Minister 
has not suggested that ~ v h a t  nre do tonight shall b B 

the final word in this scheme. We arp experiment- 
ing. But it does appear to me, as if the Minister in 
charge of Fisheries, and the Fishery Officer, and all 
the Governmnent's advisers on fishing, are living 
in the clouds, wallring with their feet in t h r  air, 
and are absolutely out of touch with reality, if they 
conceive that you can get even a dozen fisherme.1 
in Barbados tomorrow moraing \rho could establish 
that they can raise $1,400 so as to qualify for a 
loan under this scheme. 

I t  is all well arid good to say that you are con?. 
pletely eliminating the necessity for collateral secur- 
ity. But to insist that a fisherman must have 40% 
of $3,600 before he can get a loan, is making the 
last state more difficult than the first. I appreciate of 
course, that the Government cannot pick up  money 
indiscriminately and throw i t  away. No one in hi$; 
right senses would suggest that the Governmat 
should advance $3,600 without collateral security, 
and without the fishermen having sonle stake i : ~  
the cost of the boat. But  I certainly suggest that we 
could consider the possibility of bringing the total 
cost of these powered boats more within the reach 
of the average fisherman. 

There are many aspects in  this matter on which 
1 would like to talk; but I do not feel like bothering 
mith them tonight, because I am really concerned 
with this almost insurmountable hurdle. I repeat 
that the Minister of Fisheries if he \rants to, can carry 
this Resolution through; but if he does not want it 
to  remain a dead letter on the Statute Book of the 
colony, and if he 1s really minded to do something 
to expand the industry, he will oonsider immediately 
the possibility of having smaller boats with smaller 
engines. I am not suggesting the possibility of smaller 
boats with smaller engines. I am not suggesting that 
IT-e should sacrifice safety for  size. I am suggesting 
tlie possibility of smaller safe boats, with inboard 
cngines, or a sturdy boat of reasonable size with a 
small out-board engine. An in-board engine costs 
$1,600 or more; or you can get a serviceable out- 
board engine for less than 5100. On any popular 
fis;Oing beach, you see boats with these small out- 
k.oard engines being driven by amateur fishermen; 
and wing  pretty f a r  out, and bringing in good 
catches of fish. 

When I myself urged upon the Government the 
neceabltj 01 removing the stipulation of collateral 
security, and of increasing the amount which they 
tdvanced to fishermen who wanted to power their 
boats, I never envisaged a t  all any question ef $600. 
I cannot with equaninity conceive how the Govern- 
ment whieh boast of having its ear8 to the ground, 
and being familiar with living conditions of all classes 
of people in the country, could elude itself that this 
scheme has any possibility of being a success. 

These boats ~vill have to be insured. Fishermen 
nowr find i t  impcssible to pay the premiums on 
fishing boats costing $1;0100 or $1,200. I cannot con- 
ceive, they will be able to carry the premiums on 
fishing boats valued $3,600; even with increased 
catches of f i~h .  The Minister in charge of Fisheries 
must have some idea of the extent of the insurance 
premiums on tfishing boats today. They are numbers 
of fishermen who own their boats outright; and who 
 refer to run the risk of going to sea without being 
covered with inwranee, rather than to pay the high 
premiums. TO carry insurance on a boat valued at  
$3,600 will be. from my experience, almost complete- 
ly beyond the means of the average fisherman. From 
the figures of the premiums which I h v e  had recently 
a fisherman will have to be extremely successful in  
catching fish everyday, t o  be able to pay the premium 
on $3,600. 

While one hates to appear to be throwing a 
damper on any scheme nrhich seeks to expand the 
economic resources of the colony, yet in ~ n y  opinion, 
one is bound to view matters of this sort from the 
most practical approach. Just  as no one will conceive 
that a small farmer or peasant proprietor, with two or 
three acres of land could himself invest in a tractor 
for  $700 to  work his land, so in  like manner, we must 
he forced to the conclusion that anything over $2,000. 
will represent an almost insuperable difficulty for  
the average fisherman, 

1 I presume t h ~  Hon. Minister of Agriculture, 
Lands and Fisheries has been giving to the I-Iouse all 
the illformation given, by the Fishery Officer. One 
has to presume that that Officer knows his job. I really 
c2annot nnderstand, how he could jump from a loan 
of $500 to an estimated loan of over $2,200; and 
imagine that merely because we say no collateral se- 
curity, fishermen can get this amount for the initial 
deposit by waving a magic wand and pulling it out 
of a hat. Perhaps, however, my entire conception of 
the matter was wrong. I will be very pleased if the 
Arinistel- could contradict me, allay my apprehen- 
sions, and establish the fact that my fears are ill- 
i'oundecl; and that this scheme with the stipulation 
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which surrounds it, is quite within the realm of possi- 
bility for the average fisherman. 
7.10 

Mr. VAUGIIAN: Mr. Chairman,-I can appre- 
ciate the honourable member's apprehension. Noth- 
ing he said, is entirely wrong; but one thing he has 
to remember, is this: i n  every step forward? in any 
kind of industry, in  every little progress, there is 
greater cost. It only means this: if the fishing indus- 
Iry is to progress along the lines which we envisage 
in  the near future, we would be h a ~ i n g  a different 
class of boat owners. You will find that there \"ill 
be people, who mill be investing in  the fiching indus- 
t ry  as a business proposition. because their means 
could afford them the greater cost of the new pow- 
ered 'boats. Alternativeiy, Government will have to 
institute a system of co-operation among fishermen, 
so as to enable them to come together, and to meet 
the cost of the new powered boats. Whether the boats 
as the Hon. Minister envisage is a technical possi- 
bility for going o~zt further and catching fish, I do 
not know, or I ain unable to say; but I do know now, 
a lot of fishermen who have never dolie anything else 
for  a calling, do not own a boat. Many of these fish- 
ing boats are privately owned; and-there is a system 
of shares for the fishermen who work those boats. I 
think there is a system nf taking out a share for the 
boat. and then the balance is divided equally b e t ~ e e n  
the fishermen who work the boats. I uaderstood that, 
 hen I was spending a holiday in a northern parish. 

If the fishing industry is to 'be put on a bette-4 
scale, there is one thing which -\\;ill have to be done, 
and that is, there should be a better distribution of 
the catches of fish. The colony can do with a lot more 
fish; but unless we institute a more advanced boat 
than the one fishermen n0.w use, they cannot catch 
more fish, so the Government must be prepared to 
help fishermen. There are still a few fishermen who 
might be able to get a new powered boat; but thera 
v;ill not be many. You must either institute and 
encourage among them a syskm of co-operation, or 
you must be prepared to  see the fishing industry 
owned by a different class of person than what i t  is 
now. There are many people who do not fish now, 
but who own fishing boats. They employ fishermen. 
The owner may have three or four men, whom he 
cmploys to go out to sea in  his fishing boat. 

I do not see any difficulty in getting fishermen 
to man these boats; 'because many of them are man- 
ning the present boats; yet they do not own them. 
We must get out cf the sentimental idea, that the 
poor fishermen as they are now, will be thrown on the 
sands. Let me say, one of the most independent 
characters in the classes of workmen, is fisherma. 
I can envisage, when the new powered boats are 
brought into operation by whatever owners there 
might be, they will be manned by the present fisher- 
men, and these fishermen will be better off than they 
are today, because of the ability and the greatem 
safety of the new boat to catch fish with greater 
regularity. The new powered boats will not be laid 
tp on the sand as long as the present fishing boats. 
'I am sure, the new powered boats will be able t o  
continue in  the months which the present Ijotats are 
laid up now; therefore, I envisage an increase in the 
t atches of fish. 

We must also1 think of the means of distribu. 
tion; there are many parts of the island and many 
districts, where fish is seldom seen. That may sound 
strange; but it is a fact. It is only within a mile 
or two from the actual fish markets, that fish is 
widely distributed. There are places in St. George 
St. John, and St. Thomas, where people eat fresh 
fish very seldom; the fish mongers don't venture 

out so far. When we get additional catches of fish, 
our system of distributioii will have to be much bet- 
ter, than what i t  is today. 

I n  every advanced industry, as  I said when l 
began my speech, there is additional cost. There is 
no use our trying to shy away from that. When we 
had windmills making sugar, that was a certain cost 
to the many owners then; but when they invested 
in sugar factories, that cost went up. I n  every age 
of industrial progress, i t  means considerably higher 
cost; so if we look a t  cost, we must not forget the pro- * 
gress of industry. One is contingent on the other; 
aud there is the inevitability about that. The price 
of progress in industry, is inereased cost. \Ye need 

9 not fool ourselves; we may have to accept a aew 
class of person in the fishing industry. 111 the big 
countries of the world, the fishermen who catch C 

sardines and cod fish, do not own the boats; those are 
controlled by big companies. 
7.20 p.m. 

Many boat owners today never go to sea; one- 
third of the profits is their share, but they never 
go to sea. The boat ia manned for them by fishermen. 
I do not see that the possibility of staring full in 
the face a new type of person in the fishing Indus- 
try, shonld be any reason to deter the Goveminent 
from embarking on its proposed course. Alterna- 
tively, the Government. should become the owners 
of the boats and put them into the hands of the 
fishermen, who will work their way until they can 
pay for the boat. Government should have some 
kicld of co-operative system. I think it is in llalaya 
that you have a great co-operative system; but 
aothing of that sort has reached here as yet. I do 
not think our fishermen are of such dull characters 
that they would not be interested in the idea of co- 
operative ownership. I think that this is a n  idea 
which should be put up to thein under the direction 
of the Fishery Officer. 

Mr. ALLDER: The honourable member who has 
just sat down, inust not forget that sometime ago 
when these loans were first promised by the Gov- 
ernment, there was a stipulation that these loans 
were not to be given to persons other than practical 
fishermen. I can remember the argument which 
was put forward: that whoever wanted to enter ths 
industry should be given loans, and the Government 
said: "No, only the actual fishermen mn5t be given 
these loans." Therefore, I agree with the previous 
speaker who is afraid that the average fishermen 
will f%ld i t  difficult to realise $300 to start off with, 
before the Government assists him with the remainder. 
Inasmuch as it is very desirable that we get as much 
food as possible during hard times like these, regard- 
less of their sources, the Government should not con- 
tinue to make these stipulations. I do agree with 
the point which has been made, that many of the 
fishermen do not own any fishing boats. I think L 
that we have reached the stage where, if the Govern- * 
ment is going to spend money in  order to assist 
the fishing industry, consideration should also be 
given to those fishermen who have been dependent 
upon those who are able to own boats. We should 
see that they become owners, too, and that we avoid 
any measure of exploitation towards the fishermen, 
by those who are able to own boats. I feel these stipu- 
lations should be removed ; and whatever can be done X 

should be done, to make i t  as easy as possible for 
the actual fishermen to be able to own their own 
boats. 

I t  is very en_couragiti~g to spe that such a Resolu- 
tion is being handled today; but you cannot refrain 
from observing the fact that this Government always 
does things too late. What I mean is this: about 
two years ago, a discussion to assist fishermen finan- 
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cially was carried r o  in this honourable Chamber. 
Certain boat owners took the initiative ancl con- 
structed larger ailcl 'better boats. There is a boat a t  
B r o ~ ~ i i s  Beach, which is nearly the size of a sloop. 
I should like to say, soine of these lllell started with 
such zeal and enthnsiasin. that if they had been 
elicouraged by the Governinent and assisted with 
the loans 11-hich they ~vaiitetl, hundrecls of thousands 
of poui~ds of fish 1~:0ulcl hare been brought to this 
colony already. Some of the fishermen became callous, 
because the stipnlatioils niade by the Government 
were too heavy; anct illany of theill sold their boats 
after constructing theln. Ro~xever, after agitation 
by the honourable heiiior ixennber for St. Pliilip, thz 
hceizourablc senior itnelnber for the City, ~ - 1 d  other 
honourable members, it is only  no\^^ a t  this late hour, 
that the Goveriiiiielit has seen fit to extend the scope 
of these loans. At that particular eiiiie, cvery fisher- 
man, although he was assisted in some way or other, 
was disgruntled, dissatisfied, and extremely abusive 
as regards the Goverrliinent and the Fishery Officer 
I ani \voaderiug ~viiat has readecl the ears of the 
Coreni~nent, to cause them to extend the scope of 
il~ese loans to help these fishernien \rliose oceripation 
is a very dangerous one, b ~ l t  whose calling is very 
beneficial to the colony, inasmuch as i t  provides 
food for a s t a r ~ i - ~ l g  population such as ours. 

I hope the lion. hliiiister of Agrieoltore, Land5 
and Fisheries l contiune to carry out a strict 
ourveillance over the erecotiol~ of these loans; and 
that he sees out of the 
whenre, he nrill not wait for a very long time before 
he attempts to amend it, 
7.30 p.m. 

L. : 'lr. 'lave 
heard some lnembrrs make speeches c ~ l  this Ilesolu- 
tion. I do not think any of them have taken the 
trouble to go down to figures. 1 know that the fishing 
population i*s a big one; and it has a number of b2ats 

to it. It is therefore no that 
strong speeches are mad: as regards anything affect- ! 
ing the ind~lshy.  so that fishermen will feel that i v ~  
are suppo*illg them- MY oopillion is, a fishermall as 
a workman, has nothing to complain about. He is 
one of the most favoured workmen in this island. 
No other workman is receiving, at the taxpayers' 
expense, assistance to carry out his vccatic,-l like the 
fisherman. In 1949-50 they got $17,0190; ill 1950-51 
they got $12,003;  all^ in 1951-52 they got $12,000; 
and that is not all. I have heard honourable members 
talk the ilumber of boats. They have got as 
loany boats as  we call cope lvith, J ~ T ~  have approxi- 
lnately 560 boats in the sea. do you think they 
got there? Bp the generosity of the GoverClment in 
the past? There is no question of fishermen being 
assisted; and i t  is not true to suggest that. 

As far  as the Fishery Officer is concerned, some 
people like to attack others on personal g ro~~nds .  1 
feel that any Civil Servant, no matter who he may be, 
should be criticised if he is not carryicig out the 
fulletions of his office properly. I will say this for 
the Fishery Officer, Mr. Wiles: he has been niore ea- 
thusiastic about promoting the interest of fishermen, 
than any other iindividnal that I have found in the 

He has taken his work seriously; arid has 
done his best to initiate for fishermell. It is 
tme, at times he and a fisherman might have a mis- 
understanding, and come to words. But if you read 
the Bible, ;you ,vill also realise the trouble that christ 
had Tvith fisherlnell. T & ~ ~  are llot ~h~~~ of 
us who have had the of going to the beach 
and buyingfish, know that sometimes you ask one of 
them a question, and you get no reply. He just looks 
into the air. When you are dealing with them, v011 
are dealing with people whose reasoiliizg can solxe- 
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times be very cmdc;  and \vho can be very rough i n  
their dealings. 

11s far  as this scllcnle for building powered boats 
ic, concerned, if these powered boais are to talce the 
place of the present sailiag craft of ~vhich you have 
over 500, call the Governmellt give an estilllate of 
l i o ~  malny powered boats you mill need to take the 
place of the present 560 saililng craft? I mill say, 
the average you ~vill  need is 50; and you will need 
a half nlillioli dollars. TIThen you get these phrases 
about bringing food to a starvipng popuiation, we 
should renleinb~r that Barbados is lnot the olily 
place 11 here iisher~llell go fisliiilg in the sea. i f  you 
1 ~ o k  ;it the matter elltirrlv frolnl the basis of the 
fisherlllell bringing in  food to a starving population, 
when you deal xvith the case of a pilot who carries 
people all over the world ill at1 aei.oplane, you \"ill 
haire to subsidise the education of these fishemien, 
ancl give them all the lnolley ill the Treasury. Let 
us be'rcalistic. 

Those people who talk about lending people 
,alley just so, alld hoping they will pay it back, 
seenl to th in l  that the lnoney i the E~~~~~~~~~ trer, 
but there ill the yard. those members lend 
that ,vaJ m ~ h ~ ~  you to lllake a lam from 
tllelll, they al.r always broke. IE a lnall is bo,i,ro,ving 
$2,000 froin the Goverlmnent, and you ask him to 
fincl 40% of the anloullt first, what is wrollg TTith 
that \yhat I \5,0Llld like to say is, if a man is bar- 
ro,illg l,lolley, and h(. aallllot find approrilnateljr 
half for himself, \Vhat rvo711d (iovernmellt be faced 
lvithl \*.ill lend a $2,000, and he provides 
the hull of the boat. (JP he cannot complete the boat, 
you will be called upon to look for all the nioney, 
before the boat even puts out to sea; because a boat, 
lvhich has to remain the land, is no l,se to the 
Goverllment or anybody else. What in the name ot 

is ,vith asking a mall, a 
fishernlan or otherTvise, to pay 40% of of 
the boat, before the Government advanees a loall of 
the relllailling GOD/of if the cost of the boat is too 

it is left to the Fishery Offioer alld the MiIl- 
ister to see if a oheapes, boat be pro- 
vided. 

11s Par ns the point made by the honourable 
sellior member for St. Philip, about where the out- 
board engine is concerned, 1 do not kiio\v what he is 
thinking about. Does he think, you could get all out- 
board ellgill? to propel a boat, (unless he means One 

of the little boats which are used for  pleas~lre sail- 
ing) a t  the price that he mentioned? If these fisher- 
illell are granted loans, there should be some security 
attached to it. All the security the Government will 
have is the boat, and the insurance on the boat- I 
donbt, whether you will get insurance that will 
cover them ful ly Even when one of these boats is 
built, and it is put out to sea, i t  does not necessa:nily 
mean that what the boat costs will be recovered. 

Speaking as a member who sat on the Fisheries 
Advisory Committee, I am asking again, sir, what is 
wrong with asking a man to pay the initial 4070, 
to show that he to a boat? You 
must remember, i t  is not a question of the Govern- 
~l lent  telling a Ina1' to  go and a boat. It 's ' 
que~tioll of a man saying that he wants to a 
boat. I wish I could get someone milling to lend me 
money in that way, to build a. house. I do not agree 
that a fisherman should be treated in a manner\ as 
if when he brings in fish, he gives them amray. h e  
they givillg the colnmxlllity food? The people have 
to b19' it. 

Throughout the Carribean area, there is no ter- 
ritory where fishermen are treated as generously, as 
in Barbadcs. TTThilc 17-c are willing to see the selieilie 
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go through, we should let the &hermen know that we 
think, the Government is making a reasonable re- 
quest. ,I agree that $3,000 is a lot of money to in- 
v e ~ t  in a boat. But  if that is the boat they need, 
they will have to nzeet_the cost of it. It means, that 
although the boat costs nzore, it will last ionger; and 
give better service than some of the little skiffs in 
which you have to make 14 tacks, by the time you get 
to Needham's Point. 
7.40 p.m. 

That is happening in 811 walks of life to-day. 
You pay more money for renting a house to-day, 
than you pay before; you pay more for food; but 
i t  also means that you have an  improvement in the 
standard of living of the people; and that is the 
significance which you must face. In the United 
States, you do not get things cheap; you have to pay 
economic prices for them, but the standard of living 
is greater. 

One of the things you must face is, the price of 
fish may be raised. Although the Government does 
not want to raise the cost of living, because of the 
nature of the work of fishermen, you are going to 
find yourselves having to pay more money for the 
fish you eat. You cannot regulate the supply of fish 
everyday, by those who go down to the sea in ships. 
You are getting to find, that you will have to pap 
more for fresh fish. 

I do not see anything wrong in asking a fisher- 
man, in o d e r  to show that he is able to build a 
powered boat, to show 40% of the capital costs. YOU 
cannot take all the money out of the Treasury to 
provide for that. I do not iike the idea of hon. melu- 
bers making the expressions, that because a man is 
a fisherman, therefore, there is no responsibility at- 
tached to him, lilie other people in the community. 
I consider the 40% which a boat owner has to con- 
tribute towards the cost of the boat, to  be reasonable; 
and in view of the fact, I have not heard the hon. 
Minister say the rate of interest will be paid in 
the first year. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,- I hope that the 
Hon. Minister will not misunderstand my attitude, 
if I do not join with other members in praising the 
Minister for the informaton he gives. My opiniorl 
is that the Ministers should give the fullest infoma- 
tion as a matter of duty. So of this particular Minis- 
ter I should just content myself with saying-1 
thank the Lord that he is not as some other men 
are. However, I think, the Hon. Minister's 
good intentions, as I said 0x1 the last occasion, 
are being set at nought by people who are 
either wicked or ignorant; and I am asking him 
the construction of the Revolving Fund account you 
cannot see the amount outstanding; he had to give 
that information himself. There is no such thing as 
this Revolving Fund having any income or expendi- 
ture, as the former is paid into the Treasury and the 
latter is taken out of the Treasury. What you have 
here, is your capital; and you cannot add to that 
what you have been repaid as they are one and the 
same thing. When hon. members read these things, 
t h q  want somethng intelligent, to read, and i t  
is the duty of the Civil Servants to see that members 
are supplied with proper information. Sir, look a t  
the nonsense we have here before us. The figures 
for  this Revolving Fund can only relate to the capital 
of the Fund and the loans made from it, and the 
balance outstanding can be shown. 

Sir, you want t o  know what is outstanding. The 
Hon. Minister has no right to come in  here and say 
what is outstanding. The pewle who have drawn u p  
these figures should show also what interest has been 

collected from the fishermen and paid into the 
Treasury. 

W h t  money has been paid into the Treasury, 
:S interest paid by the fishermen. 

Sir, I am appealing to the Hon. Minister of 
Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries to live up to the 
reputation he has gained in this House. I am going 
to appeal to him, to see that in this type of business 
where accounts are rendered, they should be rendered 
to the EIouse quarterly or half-yearly. If this account 
was coming here, Ire ~vonld have been able to see that 
the $10;000 was not used. Sir, nothing, nothing what- 
ever of these funds are laid before members of this 
House. But what do you find? If the Commissioners 
of Highways of Christ Church, or tne Conzmission- 
trs of Rt. Jolnl, get w vbte from this House, 
they send do~y11 a statement, so that  you can see 
how it is spent, if you are curious enough. Here is 
a Revolving Fund of $60,0001, and the House does 
cot know anything about it, until you come back 
ancl ask for more money to be put to that fund. 
Let justice be done or appear as if it were 
done. You are now a~kii ip for $16,000, and there 
is no promise whatever of showing this House the ac- 
count. I say i t  is a wrong thing, if you do not show 
these accounts. In the interest of the Hon. Minister, he 
should see to it that this is done; particularly, if the 
people who keep them, keep them in this way. Well, 

1 Sir, I can only say, those people are out t o  bsm- 
Ihozle somebody. 
7.50 p.m. 

I would lilie the Hon. Minister to say if he can, 
what money has been paid into the Treasury as in- 
terest on these loans. The Government was told that 
there should amalgamate the sweral schemes. There 
is a revolving fund where the repayments of 
loans go back to the Fund and the interest goes tc 
the Treasury. Then there was a F 'md  where the re- 
payments and interest went into the Treasury. This 

1 Fund is now brought into the Revenue Fund. 
1 congratulate the Government on having seen 

the light; but if they refer to the Debates, they will 
see that they were told that if they want to1 help 
the fishermen, - and the fishermen are willing t o  

1 pay their share- the Government should insure the , boats as their security for loans. They should not 
levy on the fishermen's houses. If  the bhermen have 
lost their boats, are you going to levy on their 
houses? I t  has taken the Government all this time 
to realise that they were wrong. They were told 
so bp inorc than one hon. member; and they should 
adnlit that the members of this IIouse had told them 
SG. 

I feel, it is a very generous scheme put up by 
the Government, to lend up to 60% and to test the 
Donurfides of the fishermen in asking them tot put  u p  
40%. Let the fishermen build boats which will suit 
thcnl. T hope the Govermnent will soon help masons 
and carpenters who want tools to get them, perhaps 
they could then help the fishermen more. I am very 
grateful for the present proposal of the Government. 
I do not think that they should undertake the Insur- 
a.?ce scheme for fishing boats alone, they should un- 
dertake entirely the Workmen's Compensation and 
the Third Party Insurance as well; but some peo- 
ple will pick out the worse type of insurance, 
and ask the Government to take it. I am asking the 
Government to set up a department when they get 
rid of the Control Board; (they should get rid of it 
to-night) and utilise the people in that department 
that are able t o  deal with statistics, so that  i t  would 
be quite easy for them to shift their mentality into 
a n  insurance department for the Government. 



- -- - 
OCTOBER 119, 1954 125 

l 

I hope, the method of distribution of fish will 
be given some attention; and that the Government will 
avoid this matter of cold storage much as pm- 
sible. Let them see, that everybody in  the coun- 
t ry get some fish of the fish before they put 
$hem in cold storage. Dot not let it be mid, 
that Barbadians are the only people who do not get 
the fish. I do not think that the tourists should be 
the only people to get the fish. I would like t o  know, 
if i t  is within the province of the Hon. Minister of 
Trade, Industry and La3bour, o r  within the province 
of the Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries, 
to  make these things interlock. I am, wondering, if 
either of them could make a statement now, as to the 
curing and canning of fish. You see splashed all over 
the newspapers that this thing is being done, and that 
the eaaning of fish is t o  be given pioneer status. If 
this is going to be an  industry to help people, per- 
haps the Hon. Minister of Trade could, at  this stage, 
pake a statement on this particular vote, as to what is 
happening. I have heard rumours to the effect, that 
the right type of assistance has not been offered; 
and that is why the industry has not been started. I n  
that case, people will get the impression that the 
Government is to be blamed. I ~vould like which ever 
Miinister is replying, to make some statement as to 
this matter. I might go to the length of decrying the 
curing of fish; but  let us know, if you are really 
assisting in this matter of curing fish or not. I am 
one of those, who dot not think that we are getting 
more fish than can be used b y  the people of Bar- 
bados; but if you are saying to the world that you 
are starting a canning industry, then let us know how 
far  you hare got with it. 
8.00 p.m. 

The next, thing I would like to know is, if I 
qan be told now, (if the figures are not available, 
another time will do,) the amount of interest that 
has been earned on the loans made to fishermen. Some 
note of the running expenses of this department 
should be given; not for the purpose of 
charging more interest, but  for the purpose of giv- 
ing more info,mation. we are not subsidising the 
industrg.., because the loans are being repaid; but we 
might be subsidising i t  in an indirect way, by not 
running the department on the revenue you get 
from this source. 

Mr. MILLIER : Mr. Chairman,- I believe that the 
entire Assembly to-night, is to some extent i n  agree- 
merit with the &,solution now before us. And that they 
a t  least hope, something will happen to bring some 
improvement to the industry. But  I think that at  this 
stage, I must pass On to what the Minister of Fish- 
eries said in introducing this Resolution. I n  my 
opinion, sir, this new scheme is doomed to failure, 
like the scheme of There is nothing practical 
a'bout it. The thing that irks one, is the grave lack of 
~ l a n n i n ~ ;  and the absolute lack of knowledge of the 
psychological approach to the people whom we must 
encourage in  the industry. There is no skill; no 
thought. 1 am not Criticising aJlJ'One personally. I 
would rather have my criticisms, regarded as general. 
You cannot even read a single phrase in this Resolution 
which points to the fishermen. There is no thought 
osf the fishermen, when you examine this Resolution. 
What will the ultimate result be? It is regrettable, 
the Minister will have to come back to this House 
and report failure again. , 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I would like to bring it to 
the attention of the hon. member that I h a w  only 
been a Minister from this year. There will be no 
question of returning again to report failure. I will 
have to be coming for the first time. 

Jlr. hIILLJ3R: I am correct in saying, "again"; 
because the Iion. Minister has said today that the 
last scheme was a failure. I did not attempt to say 
that the Nillister was the olle who kaugurated the 
scheme. I am talking of general policy. I n  1952,- 

11011. C'. E. TALMA: I admitted failure of a 
scheme which I had no hand in ;  and which 1 new 
nothing about. I am trying today, to do somethillg 
constructive and adyantageous for the fishermen, in 
whom I have probably more interest t h m  the hon. 
member. 

Mr. MILLER: It is not altogether correct f ; ~  
the honourable Minister to say, that he was not re-. 
sponsible. He is the Minister for the industry; and 
has been handling this $10,000. Whose responsibility 
i t  is then? Is it the responsibility of the Fishery 
Offleer? If that is so, what is the Minister of Fi&- 
eries there for?  I t  is am actuality that the schleme 
under the control of the Minister, failed. ! 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I am only now introducing 
a scheme, which I hope will prove successful. 

M r  MILLER: We had a scheme for powered 
boats, in which the same sum of $10,000 was involved. 
The honourable Minister resents, or rather regrets, 
having to be reminded of failure. This scheme lacks 
any knowledge of planning, or howledge of people 
in  the indusbry. Let examine the scheme. The 
1952 scheme failed, because the Government asked 
for the collateral security, apart from the overbus- 
dening Regulations. If a boat costs $3,000, and 
'carries a 12% insurance with it, in  eight yearn, yell 
would have paid the total cost to the insurance c m -  
pany ; and in  five, seven, or eight years, you wjlO 
have paid the total sum of this loan to the Fisheries 
Department. IIow will these men exist? How c m  
this scheme have any practical existence, if you think 
'in terms of dollars and cents? If You have failed, 
YOU have failed ; and this world has no  place for  

An honourable member has said: in e v e q  step 
forward, something must be left behind. But  this 
scheme, is nothing but a miserable contraption of 
human stupidity. I do not believe you will find 
One breathing soul ill the industry, who will be able 
to Pay 40% of the cost of a boat worth @,000. Even 
if a fisherman has a little prop&y, it will not 
the $1,000 that is necessary. Does the Government 
think, you will find a fisherman who is able to make 
the initial payment of $1,000, pay $3,600, or $380 a 
gear the lnsuralzce company ; to say nothing of 
the reduction of the loan, and the interest accruing 
on it P This is farcical, impractical: 

We, like the Ministers, are anxious to see this 
scheme work. If the Government is going to lend 
money without ~~~~l~~~~~~ will 
have to be made to take care of the insurance. *a 
fishing scheme like this for $10,)OO, or for $10,000,000, 
should not be regarded in the like of profit the 
Government. Some day, you will be in a position to 
withdraw the loan, and the Revolving Fllnd will 
stop. fi 

The honourable Minister h m  mention Bombay 
and Ceylon; but the place which he should mention, 
!is Newfoundland. Let him read Omar Momoe, a 
retired man, who with a box a d  took one 
fish and who went a little further an& took two 
fishes, and then a little further and took five fishes. 
~h~~ he a boat and in fifteen y a r s  he 
produced 100 boats, and took all the fish. 
9 10 p.m. 

This scheme lacks eqthusiasm; i t  lacks enthu- 
sia5m to perpetuate it. You ought to realise, that y o ~ ~  
would have to find money to make the scheme a 
snccess. The Water Works Department has never 
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yet paid its way. I t  is not expected to pay its \-iaS, calling as fishermen, [gratuities from the public 
to say iiotliiiig of malrillg profit, or to say that it is boards of this Island; but to enable them, to relieve 
iiiakilig one per ccnt. on its investment. Are you as1;ing the shortage of what is considered an essential corn- 
people to pay back this nioizey i11 five or eight pears ' modity, in the diet of a normlal taxpayer and a mem- 
Sir, iinaglize an ilzclividual who is interested in tllz ber of the public in  this colony. Therefore, we must 
fishing industry, having to put $1,000 in a boat, awd look to the objective, rather than the machinery, in 

1 

tlien borrow 60% of the cost of the boat, 111 order to in order to see whether the Fisheries Departmellt is 
get an engine, and then have to pay $360 for insnraace In truth and in fact, justifying its existence; and on • 

allnually. What is there in this scheme to encourage the exper~diture from time to time of these sums of 
any single human being to invest in it ? I t  is hopeless. money 011 that department, both for administrative e 
Are you not a~ \~are  that it is hopeless? purposes, I. 1 and by way of subventions to the revolving 

1 am going to vote for it, just because sollie one 
may attempt it, whether he fails or not. I am going to 
say again that there is no hope in this schenie; but I 
an1 going to vote for  it, because someone may attempt 
it, even if he fails by the wayside. I know that thou- 
sands will never attempt it. If one person attempts 
it, we mill hare at  least one more powered boat. I 
say again that it laclis all that one explects of it. 

Iuna. 
I want to give the Hon. Minister of Fisheries, 

somethi,i1g about which he should ask his department. .1 
I lope, if I give him a question to ask the Fisherx 
Gfficer, he wlll forgive me. I should like to know. 
in the first place, what has been the effect of the 
explosions set off by the Gull Oil Conzpany around 
thlv island, on the Isot:om fishing industry and thc 
spawning of the fish during the season? Did the Fish- 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. BAIZROII-: 31r. chairmall, I beg to move 
that your hollour do liow report progress alld ask for 
leare to ;sit again. 

Mr. HOLDER: I beg to secolld that. 
The lvas put end rPsolve,j in the 

affirmatire without di\-ision. 
81~. ~ h ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  reported and Mr. S p ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  re jnmed 

the Chair, and reported accordingly. 
H ~ ~ ~ .  DY, 11. G. CCAfMINS : I beg to move that this 

H~~~~~ do llo,\- adjourll for three quarters of an hour. 
Hon. 2YI. E. C'O3z: I beg to second tkle 
~h~ questioll ,ras put resolved in the affirlna- 

tive witholli diyision alld Mr. sPEAKER adjourned 
the Ho11.se accorclingly. 
8.15 p.m. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY RESUMED 

ery 0&er make any attempt to ensure that no 
damage was dc.*ie to xhe bottoin fishing around the 
coast line of this island, ~vheii the Gulf Oil Cornpan) 

4 
was making its seismographic experiment? It 
is remarkable that aftver a plentitude of flying fish 
last year, ancl after the Gulf Oil Company 
carried out its esplosiorls around thc coast line, 
that this year, we have practically the sniall- 
est anlOUllt of flyillg fish which has ever bee11 
recovered in one year. The two things may not 
"ece8s*i1~ lye linked; lyut since we have a &he- 
Officer, we expect t~ hear thla 
r a t t e r .  We do not want to hear any whitev;ashing 
of any group Or anybody in this col- 
ony or outside of it. I f  the condusions are the con- 
clusions which I anticipate, what provision will be 
made, when the Deep '12'att.r Harbour is being 
built, so that the same disastrous results will not 
ensue? There will be blasting which wlll be carried 
on over a period of five years of course; there will 4 

RewluticM For Improving Fishing Industry ' be ~erioclical and sundry explosions carried out during 
Cant9d 1 a period of a few months. I would enjoin the Hon. 

Minister of Agriculture to hold a pnblic ellyuiry into 

On resumption- I tliis matter, and All us if this officer has llot got the 
&lr. SPEAICER : On the adjournment the I llecessar~ authority to ask the Caribbean Commission 

House was in Comlnittee of Supply. 01' SOllle other authority, to assist him in his findings. 
In  tlie second place. I notice that thq hon. 3Iin- Mr. Speaker left the Chair and the House r e s m -  ; 

ed Conlmittee of Supply Mr. SMITH in the Chair. 
Mr. CHBIR.MAN: On the adjournment, the 

ban. senior member for St. George was speaking on 
this Resolution. 

Mr. BARBOW: 1 think, in all fairness to the 
Hon. 31iniqter of Aqri$ulture. Lallds alld Fib)leries 
that sonlebody should sal-, that he wits cfle of the lnost 

critics, the old system under 
the Fishermen had to mortgage lock, stock and barrel 
kefore they could obtain any assistance from the 
Government; and it was because of the keen interest 
which he evinced, not only in Christ Church but $so 
in  the surrounding parishes, that the particular port- 
folio which he now holds, war, allocated to him. 1 do 
not think that anyolie shoillcl t ry to bring holllr all) 
sense of inefficiency to the Minister, ( m o  is the most 
co-operative of all the members of the Government, 
in ;  giving il~forn~ation to mcxbers of this House), 

ibter has stated that only one powered fishing boat 
was launched as a result of the assistance. One ex 
~1allati0,ll is that the ternis and conditions were such, 
as to deter any prospective owner from approaching 
the Governlnent for the Purpose of acquiring a motor 
boat. But another possible explanation is, the ap- 
I ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ' ~  of the l~drticular department to the 

nllell certaill pe0]3le were ac- 
tually ellcollrWed t~ build bloats ; and then, what, 
I consider as extra statutory conditions, were in?- 
posed on the parties before +he loans were granted. 
I only view with alarm, the statements of the hen. 
Minister, that the Fishpry Officer will llave a say as 
to "hat kind of insurance ~hou ld  actnally be put 
011 the fishing boats; because as he very well knows, 

t h ~  past. the Fishery Officer has been exceed- 
ing his stat~ltory powers. I am saying this in pa- 

, renthesis 1 1 0 ~ ~ .  1 arn not irresponsible now, because T 
when he has only had the opportunity of being six all1 saying ~ol?lethin=. ~ ~ h i c h  thc hon. Mi.nister himelf I months in office ancl I I ~  has brouyht form arc1 most I lrno\vs. that is : the Fishery Officer stipulatecl where the 
feasible scheme to the House, for the benefit of those I engine< slloulcl be bought frorn and ~vhich store or 
who are employed in the fishing Industry of this 
Island. But with all encomiums aside, I think we 
should get down to the root of the problem; and the 
only rationale of expenditure on fishing boats, is 
t o  get more fish for the inhabitants of this island. 
The idea of pro\~iding nlonev and rendering assistaner 

agent 5-011 should order from; and if you put in an 
enpinp froiii a different place. that tvas not good 
enough. Yon had to yo to a particular selected place cm 
the patronage list of the Fishery Officer, to buy an 
engine. ain saying that is what put off Inany pros- 
pective boat owners. 

to the fishermen, is not to give them by virtue of their 9.15 p.m. 
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I am f~ i l l y  arvare of what I am saying. Anyone 
who 11-ants to draw coiiclnsions, can clram what con- 
elusion they like. Sow the nest cluestion that 1 v-ould 
like to put to the Hon. Minister of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, is how many times during the last six 
months, has the "Investigator" left port. I ~vould 
like the Minister to look into the log book and t?ke 
an average of the trips made, (not pleasure trips) 'nut 
trips in the interest of scientific research, during 
the last three years. Does he think i t  is morth~vhile 
to pay a captain and crew, when the "Investigator" 
is tied up  outside Cavan's Lane for six months a t  a 
time? I t  w o ~ ~ l d  be better i11 the circumstances, to 
sign on a crew for a particular voyage. It would be 
much cheaper for the Government to do that. I do 
not think that the nuniber of trips which the "In- 
vestigator" makes, and the results achieved by these 
excursions, are commensurate with the money we 
have to spend to  maintain the boat and keep the 
crew in regular employment. 

Why is the 'lInvestigator7, tied up as long as I 
think it has been; is it that you cannot get anyone 
who is a good enough sailor to go out in i t ?  Or is i t  
that they have run out of ideas, and think that no 
further ,research call be dcae? 1 I,ould also like the 
hon. Minister to consider the question of wharves. 
T.IThat provision is being made for the erection of 
jetties, or the utilisation of existing jetties, a t  
lIoletown and Speightstown, or the rebuilding of 
the one a t  the Crane, or the building of a lzew one 
at  Oistins to provide safe anchoring places and 
suibable points for the unloading of fishing bodts 
wnen they come in?  We have jetties lying idle. which 
can be leased or acquired by the Government; and 
which ~vould be of great assistance to the fishermen 
who live in the particular parishes. 

w i t h  regards to the point raised by the honour- 
able senior member for St. Philip, the honourable 
melllber was a bit perturbed over the that 
fishernien who wanted to own a boat, would be called 
upon to subscribe at  least $1,400 out of the total cost 1 

I proletarian workers. The time has come, when the 
Goveri~ment haq got to consider, apart from the 
question of jett~es, the provision of a safe anchorage 
fcr the c a r e e n i ~ i ~  of the boats. The 0111~ suggestion 
that I can offer, is that River Bay in  the parish of 
>t. Lucy which the honourable n ~ e n i b ~ r  for St. Lucy 
kas the good fortune to be the representative, and 
the sole representative, and in which I was fortunate 
rnough to be born, should be dredged and a suitable 
place put up. I t  is a natural harbour, which can be 
used to dock fishing boats and boats of a certain ton- 
nage; and it will create a certain amount of indus- 
trial development in  the parish of St. Lucy. It will 
provide boats during the hurricane season, with a 
sttfe haven. 

I t  may sound a bit fa r  fetched, but we have to 
provide for the future, and make plans for advance- 
ment. 1 am offering that {advice and sugge6tioa to the 
ltinister of Fisheries gratuitously, because of my 
associations with the parish; and because, I think it 
~vould be a good thing for the fishermen on that side 
of the island. 

p.m. 
I am sure that if he call in expert opinion on this 

"Wet, he will find out, that the ~ r o ~ o s i t i o n  is one 
vvhich has been urged before by experts. He will find, 
i t  is one which is not only definitely workable, but 
oire which is practicable from the standpoint, that 
it may be put into operation a t  a very low cost t o  the 
Government of the Island. 

Mr. Chairman, no one wants to criticise the 
Fishery Department for the sake of 
o ~ e r  suggestions, Lecause Tve feel that it is a vital 
sector to our economy; and because we feel, there is 
room for improvement. At  the same time, we cannot 
help feeling that during tEe past two years, ever 
since the building of the Calver Fishing Boat, this 
Department has not beell sufficiently active and virile 
i, the carrying out of its policy and so as  
to be of assistancc to the fishernleri and to the nshing 

of the cololw. 
I hope, when the Minister returns with 

of the boat. I mould like to remind the honourable 
member who, unfortunately, is not in his place, and 
all other members who are of the same demago~lc 
mind as himself, that not tall fishermen care to have 
cllgilles ill their boats; even though there may be 
some substance in  his observations, that all attempt 
should be made to foster some scheme of Co-operative 
olvllershi~ as betw7eel1 fishermen and fishermen 
for powered boats when they want them. As I said 
just now, not everyolze ~vallts to own a powered boat; 
2nd very often, boats which rely on this system of 
propulsion are not owned by fishermen a t  all. I n  that, 
I see the 0111~ danger of the' scheme which the Minis- 
+er has introduced today. Because the teqdelicy rllay 
be, that you will get capitalists, (not using l t  as a 
term of abuse) or a man who already has a lot of 
n~oney, borrowing money from the Goverlllnellt and 
building boats and turning the fishelllen into 
ordinary workmen. I do not regard a fifishe~man's 
calling as a job, SOL much as a way of life. There is 
a certain rugged illdividuality in the i~s:-chol+ieal 
l1,ake up  of a fisherman, as the honourable member 
for St. Peter told us. So my fear is, you lnay get a 
highly organised business by people with money, 
xho can borro~v more froin the Governmelit tc  build 
koats, and wko may then hire fishermen. I a111 afraid, 
you will take away not only the glamour fro111 fishing 
but you will turn the fisherinall into olle of the dis- 
grantled ~vorliers. process of l~roletarianislll \\-ill 
take place; and we do not want our fishermen to 
clescend to that status. 

1 hope, therefore, that an opportunity mill be 
to fisherme11 qtca fishermen. to own their 014-11 

boats, rather than to turn  them into an  army of 

Eometbing more to this measure, if he does return, 
tllat he will have something much more cheerful asd 
progressive to lay before this H o u s .  Since the Seine 
net has been developed, one cannot attribute any one 
beneficial innovation to the activities of the FIlshery 
Officer or the Department which he controls. I hope, 
\<ith a collstructive critic as  the honoupable 
senior member for Christ Church colltrolling the des- 
tinies of the F'ishillg Industry, we will be given some 
news of some such innovation and expansion as we all 
pntiCipate on his return. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman,-Thia 
Resolution is one lThich I believe, all honourable mem- 
bers of this House are very happy to see before us. 
Ansi scheme that will aid the fishing industry, is 
one which would be welcomed by honourable members, 
end although in these schemes, we must offer our 
cl*iticisms, I think in a scheme like this, we should 
give it a chance. On the last occasion, I spoke at 
length on this matter; so if I now sit back and feel. 
somewhat satisfied, 1 hope, the Government has begun 
to realise that the scheme with which they came 
originally to the House, and which w a ~  criticised on 
511 sideq, and was pointed out mould be a failure un- 
lcss it Tvas expanded more, was 

I have just a few criticisms to offer on this 
r2eiclutic.n. ,Ifrcr l is t~ning to the criticisms of other 
honourable nleillbers 011 this scheine, I am thoroughly 
coaviilcecl. that it is not a scheme which is going to 
1,e of a,;, help to the fisherme~l themkselves, in a 
direct sense. I n  our helping the industry by  this 
scheme, the inoney will be distribl~ted out in loans 
to a fen- persons who want to invest in fishing boat3 
When this scheine was first discussed, i t  was ~ o i n t e d  
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out to the Government, that this is, a business which 
fe\v persons would like to take a chance in spending 
their money; it is (a rather risky investment. As a 
matter of fact, in those days, it was no investment 
c t  all; and it was made clear then, that the shop- 
keeper6 and other persons who accumulated a few 
dollars, were the majority of the boat owners, and 
not the fishermen themselves. A very small percentag~ 
of the actual fishermen are boat owners. A very 
small percentage of the actual fishermen, can raise 
five or six hundred dollars to start gomething which 
they can IIOW sho~~l ,  to borrow from this loan fund- 
(A VOICE: What about your friend?) I heard 
sotto voce, someone asking a question about my 
friend. IIe is not a definite fisherman; Cleln is a 
butcher-boat-owner. 1 an1 thialiing of those nho go 
down to the sea in d i p s .  Those are the people whom 
you refer to as  fishermen. 

Sir, there is a lot h the honourable junior 
lr,ember for St. Beorge said. I expe&,ed after hearing 
him for the first time, for a very long time, offering 
some criticism to tllc Goyerllluent. that \,c,,ilt, 

have been courageous enough, to tell Government to 
postpone the Resolution so that they could come back 
with something more. And this is a scheme which 
covernment could postpone for a little while; and 
in the come to me and let me tell them, 
what I think they can do. A t  least, the Government 
should bring along s o w  other scheme. However, I 
am supporting the scheme for the reason, peculiar 
ss i t  may seem, that it will be of some ass,istance to 
the fisherrrlen thelnselves. 1 know of sevc.ral peoplv 
F7h~ are interested in building powered boats. They 
fire not fishermen by any chance; but they are people 
who are interested in  the fishing hdustry. 

I want to get the murance from the Hon. 
nfinister of flderies, I think he wa agree, h t  
this is not a scheme to  help fishermen directly. 
There are but a few fishermen who can h d  four or 

hundred dollars to come in for assistallcc. to ~ , > t  
a powered boat. I do not think, there is a fisherman 

The relnarkb by the honourable seaior illember 
for St. George are correct. I have also received com- 
plaints that people who are interested in motorising 
their units, have been told by The Fishery Officer 
what type of motor they must get. Some people be- 
lieve in a different type of motor; but the Fishery 
Officer, I understand, has been telling people what 
type of motor they must get. You cannot prevent 
people from thinking. If i t  is true, and I have been 
tcld that it is true, that people are telling you that 
you can only get money from the Government if 
you do these things, then I would say, let the hon- 
ourable Minister get up and defend the Fishery Offi- 
cer. You should shun the appearance of evil. Just  
as  I am told, that if I want to get money from the 
Government I must do so and so, as i t  is with the 
motors, so i t  is with boats. Some people believe in 
different types of motor cars. Some people believe 
that if they die, Messrs. Burton & Co., must bury 
them; but the I-Ion. Minister believes that i f  he dies, 
You, Mr. Cllairwan should bury him ! (Laughter). I 
~ h 0 ~ 1 d  dike t o  say that there is nothing here in this 
Resolution, which says that You must be a fisheman, 
01. a shop-lcee~er, Qr anybody else, in ~ r d e r  to get 
assistance from the Government. There is no reason, 
why a shop-keeper in Oistins for instance should be 
granted assistance and not a shop-keeper in Bridge- 
town. This is a question of the ~ i s h i n g  lmdustry; 
and therefore, the differentiation which is being prac- 
tised now in saying that you are a shop-keeper, 
should not be practised. The Hon. Minister of Fisb- 
tries should know that i t  has been drawn to my 
notice, that there are a number of Persons who are 

' 
interested in taking advantage of this scheme; but i t  
has 'been represented to them, "it is not for you." I 
say that there is nothing in this Resolution today to 
show that i t  is not for the assistance of a shop-keepar, 
qua'ry owner, clerk, or  anybody else. I am asking 
that instructions be given the Fishery Officer, that 

, We are pas ing  this Resolution without any strings 
1 attached to it. As 10% as you are investing money 

vJho call go to the fishery 0 % ~ ~  and say : "1 have 
four or five hundred dollars; I would like you to 

in a boat in Barbados, to carry oa fishing in  Barbados 
so as to enlploy people in Barbados, you are qualified 

help me with a loan to build a powered boat." Al- to get a han.  
most every fisherman, after the Ghing season is over, 1 9.45 p.m. 
has to borrow money or credit goods from a shop- ' 
keeper to carry on. Sir. if yoll say that thk  is 5 henie 
for assisting persons to build powered boats, then 
11 e will support it. For political purposes, you might 
@ay it is a scheme to help the average fisherman; but 
1; will do You no good. You know that You are fooling 
k m ,  when you say SO. LOU are not helping hnn, be- 
cause you are not doing anything for him. This is a 
scheme to help those per&onS who are willing to invest 
in boats; and rightly SO. That is what I told you tbiat 
you wanted some two or three years ago. 
9.35 p.m. 

When you talk about builders, you have shop- 
keepers, landed proprietors ~ ~ h o  are intelrested. That; 
is what I told the Oo~rcrnnlcllt three years ago. 1 
am not criticising the schernta, from the angle from 
which the honourable senior member for St. Georgc 
criticised i t ;  I say that this sche~ne will offer some 
help. When the scheme first came up, you had a mail 
who took his life savings and invested it in a hull on 
the beach, and day after day, he went to every- 
body possible, and he was told that the schenle was 
for fishermen, and not for him. The hull of the boat 
was on the beach, a n d i t  is still there now. I aln 
glad to say, with justifiable pride, "I told you so, 
you had to come down with this scheme." You wers 
putting up  a smoke screen and the election was comiag 
off, so you put up something to catch votes; but you 
did not catch any votes. 

I t  would appear, sir, some of tke Government's 
lnenlbers do not read the Addendurn to a Resolution 
before i t  comes to the House. Anyone can write 
any stupidness ill an Addendum. There is a big 
cost for a boat, insurance etc. What I believe can 
be done to relieve the situation, (and i t  is of su&- 
ient ilnportance that you should do i t )  is that im- 
ported lnaterial for boat building should be ear- 
marked, or done through the Government. Licences 
,re arantecl nowadays for the importation of almost 
ever-thing; and 1 believe that a certain amount of 
supervision is wbcessary in this respect. It ha*; been 
tepresented to me, that very often a man starts a boat, 
material comes to the colony, and rather than being 
given consideration for the type of material neces- 
sary to build the boat fo'r the next fishing season, 
the material is used otherwise; and no attenthon is 
paid to the fact, that the people who are willing to 
build boats, and who have expended their money 
and have the hulls lying on the beach, need this 
material for spars etc. They are not given any 
caonsideration, and have to wait for four, five, or 
six months before another set of material comes. 

When a person elects to build a fishing boat, he 
rlects to do something which will help the industry, 
which will help feed the people, and which will em- 
ploy people. Government should seriously bear in 
mind that fishing boat owners should be allowed to 
@elect thtir own brand of materials; and not to let i t  
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be sa:u, thdt they are forced to ouy ally particula~ 
brand from any particular iirm or atore. 

As to the C-ioverument's pleasure ydcht know1 
as the "Investigator," I agree with the honoarablc 
sealor member for St. George. With the greatesi 
res,~ect to Xr. Wiles, I have alivays looked on hit 
ay@ointnzeilt as the &'ishery Officer, t o  be a squart 
peg in a round hole. It is like suddenly asking mt 
to beconle an aeroplane pilot. The Qovernment7r 
pleasure yacht, "Investigator," must cause the hon 
Minister and other iciembers of the Gorernmenl 
great concern. V h a t  IS i t  doing? I suppose the) 
will use i t  as the ship to present the local brigadf 
to the member of royalty, when she visits here. 

A square peg in  a round hole! If there wen 
someone at  the head of the Fishery Departnien~ 
with a real love for fishing, and a knowledge of 
fishermen, the situation would, I think, be yuitt 
different. I can think of men like Messrs. Fergusson 
Burlie, Hassell or Teddy Jones. I can think cl 
people who know about fishermen, and how to gel 
along with them. With all due respect to Mr. Wiles 
you do not want a clerk and administrator who will 
read a text book, d i p  out a few words and send then] 
to the Advo~mte, and you call it something moiider- 
fu l ;  and the Govel?iment and all the Ministers think 
that he is a very able man. 

Let us get do$wn to earth. The "Investigator' 
cost $31)1,000; and i t  is not good enough to have it 
lying down. If you see a cloud up  in any part 
of the island, you will still see some fishing boat$ 
out; but the "Investigator" will be tied up by the 
Swing Bridge. Honestly, Mr. Chairman, this is 
constructive criticism. I have gone down to the 
beach to dismiss thiw thing. You will see a cloud ug 
and you will still see a few fishing boats trying t o  
get some fish for the hospital; for the sick. Bnt 
where do you think the "Investigator" is in the 
meantime? Tied up  under the Swing Bridge: and 
the Fishery Officer is in a car more often than he 
is on the boat. Has  the Hon. Minister of Fisheriee 
ever visited the "Investigator" and seen the Fishery 
Officer on i t ?  I am not suggestinp that yc.11 get rid 
of the Fishery Officer; but appoint a real Fisherr 
OYXcer, and make Mr. Wiles an administrator. Put  
him in the Agricultural Department as a deputy 
Lord Gort, and let him get a salary. 

I wonder, if the Minister in charge of this port- 
folio can tell me whether he has ever visited the 
fishing ban& in  the "Investigator," along with the 
Fishery Officer. I am sure that when I sit, tke hon 
Minister will be able to tell me. The hon. Minister 
has only been in  office for a few months; but by this 
time, the Fishery Officer must issued, and the Min- 
ister must have accepted an invitation t o  go out to 
the Fishing Banks and see how the poor fisherman 
fares; especially now that someone is drowning 
nearly every morning. Surely the hon. M~nister 
mnst have golne and seen far himself. 

Shrely, the hon, Minister should have gone out 
ia the "Investigator" to see what has been done. 
9.55 p.m. 

-Mr. C H A I M A N :  Do you want the hon. 
Minister to go down too? 

(Laughter). 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The hon. Minister knows 

that it would not be the wish of any of us to ske 
that happen to him; but if he would like to d o  the 
island a favour, he can let some of the other Minis- 
ters go. I think it would do the island some good. 
(Lau&ter). It is good to be humorous some time3 

Sir. I hope the hon. Minister will note my corn- 
men'ts. There is great dissatisfaction among the 
fishermen and those people who pursue that callinp. 

as to the whereabouts of the "Investigator," and 
w ~ i i l t  it 1s doing. I started oE my speech by  saying, 
this 1s a deaolutlon to grant money so as to aid peu- 
ple to wild powered boats. The granting of loalls 
~ a u s t  not apply to any class of person; loans shoqld 
apply to all classes who1 are willing to put up  money 
to build a boat, and then hire fishermen to  work the 
h a t .  Yuu dR0~1d not cllscriminate against any 
person who wishes to borrow money for that pur- 
pose, be he a clerk or a shopkeeper. Secondly, sil; 
J want to be assured that the Govern;ment is satis- 
fied beyond any shadow of doubt, i t  is not acceptmg 
r~otors  of one particular make as against others. I 
do not think any member of this House would like 
to see in this instance. something which was 
practised during the war by another Government 
Department: that is, if you wanted to put in a sani- 
tary unit, you had to buy one of a particular make, 
or you could not get it pu t  i n  at all. What is going 
to be the position if A, B and C want to build a 
motor powered boat? I am sure, you are not going 
to suggest to either of them, that they should buy 
mahogany trees from Lascelles or Sandy Lane 
Plantation. You therefore should not suggest to 
any c €  them, that they should buy only a certain 
type of motor for the boat which they are building 
People have been told: "No, we can't help you, 
unless you buy such and such a motor." If you are 
going to suggest to the people to buy a certain type 
of motor, there must 6e tliat suspicion ; and if I get 
sny data abcut it, be the person Mr. Wiles or nat, 
T am coming in here and sav what I have heard. and 
speak on it. 

Mr. LEWTS: After listening to the last speaker, 
l think i t  is incunlbent on the House, t o  a ~ k  the hon- 
ourable Ninider to alter the wording under which 
this item is voted. FSmt of all, this item is u a d ~  
Agrictllttire, and not Fisheries; and it is for the re- 
habilitation of the Fishing 'Industry. A previous 
money vote under that name, W* for boats of the 
Fishing Industry which g$ damaged, and which you 
nad to  really rehabilitate. This Resolution is not for 
the rehabilitation of the Fishing Industry, nor for 
soinething that is in existence already; t h i ~  is for 
xeating new boats. Therefore, it must really be a 
Revolving Fund, if i t  really means what it says; 
that is, for loans to fishermen. Here you have: "V. 
A q r i c u l t ~ ~ - 9  (new) Rehabilitation of Fishing In- 
rltzstry. ". We are not voting money for that. (A 
VOTCE: What are we voting i t  f o r? )  You can only 
rehabilitate sonlethiizg which you have already. It 
rloes say in the Addendum. "Revolving Fund for  
Loans to fishermen." This certainly is not rebabili- 
tntion of the Fishing Industry. This is for the pur- 
pose of aiding people with an  engine for a boat, 
which they are building. I hope, the hononrable Min- 
ister will give it some attention. We are really voting 
money and not using i t  for the purpose which i t  is 
roted (h VOICE : T do not agree with you). Sir, 
et us say that this Resolution is for loans to power 
:shing boats; so that if you want t o  give it to some- 
lody eke, you would not be able to do so. 

HON. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman,-In an  
mportant debate such as this, it is inevitable that 
speeches of every nature and kind. would be macle. 
am happy to say that  the majority of speeches were 

)f a constructive nature; and the points raised, and 
,he suggestions offered. by honourable members who 
:ontribnted to the debate. have been carefully noted, 
tnd will receive the careful con;siderat;ion of this 
f overament. 

I am indebted to a great extent to the honour- 
~b le  senior member for St. John, and the honour- 
lble ji~nior member for St. Peter, who more or less? 



replied to poillts raised by the opposers. If they had 
spoken a t  a later stage, probably, there mouid have 
beell little for ille to make a reply. I must 
also offer my congratulations for the constructive re- 
lnarks made by all ilo~zourable members ~ h o  spoke: 
but I must especially commend the honourable senioi 
lllember for St. John, who usually is a serioq c r i t i ~  
of the Government, and of this Ministry, with the 
cxception of the hoizourable senior ineilnber for St. 
Ueorge and the honourable senior meivber for St. 
Philip. Ai~yilo~v, I am not here to indulge in any 
slander, or h~lything of that sort; l am only here to 
lcply for the Go\-eminent, and I will c10 so in a digni- 
fied way. 

At the outset, I n1us.t say that, there are two or three 
points to 5e ~ep l i ed  to, which mere made not only by 
the honourable senior member for the City, and the 
honourable s-nior in em be^ for St. George, and by 
one or two other members of my party. But  before 
1 do so, 1 would likz to give the assurance, that the 
csption under which this money is to be voted: 
'.Rehabilitation of the Fishing Induskry" is not dif- 
ferent from the object of the Resolution. Of course, 
L must say, the honourable junior member for the 
City has greatly assisted in  clearing up many points 
relative to thr Estimates of accounts; but i a  this 
care, the caption does not differ from the object of 
the Reeoltztion, because the object is really to rehabi- 
litate the Fishing Iuclustrv. 111 our making loans to 
people to buy engines, we will be helping fishermen; 
and in SO doing, we will be helpic~g the Fishing In- 
clustry. 
10.05 p.m. 

As to the question which was raised at  the end 
by the honourable junior member for the City, 
we all know is a stickler, (but i t  serve, a useful 
put.pose in an Assembly like this, and i t  has assisted 
in clarifying the statement of accounts) this system 
of accounting was adopted so as to present facts and 
figures to honourable members who are not so well 
informed. (Laughter) I will give the assurance, that 
this Government in its attempt to  rehabilitate the 
Fishing Industry, will normally grant Ashermen 
priority as f a r  as possible ; but the scheme will neces- 
sarily include boat owners, because we know, that 
the boat owners are those who are not llecessaril~ 
fishermen. Thc aim of this Government is to feed 
the people of this colony, and to feed then1 with the 
things which are beneficial to the haman sys tm,  ancl 
for which the comm~uzity has been looking for genera- 
tions. We want the fishing-boats to go out to sea, 
and return to land safely. What we are trying to 
c10 is, to improve the fishing industry and provid~ 
greater safety for the fishermen; and to induce, as 
i t  may be, people who have left the secondary schools 
and who cannot find employment, to enter the 
industry. 

As regards the question of fishermen not being 
able to take advantage of the loans, I should like 
say that the old system of co-operative fishing is being 
mbkked upon; and it is hopecl, that we will have 
co-operative societies bp fishermen who will be able 
to put up enough xnonev so as to embark upon a 
scheme of this nature. Boat owners to-day are not 
necessarily fishermen: and it would be a good thing 
for people who have money to invest, to invest i t  
in the industry, so as  to provide employment for 
fishermen. The main thing is that the catcjhes will 5e 
increased to a great extent and there mill hr ;. gr.c.ater 
income for fishermen. and the coinn-u~~nity ~vill have 
the benefit of it. in that fish will bc ~ n o r c  eaqiiv 
available. 

Mr. Chairman, there arca rnang noints IT!I~-h 
have been r a i s d  during this debate. T \vent t o  as- 
sure the honourable senior member for St. Lncy, thatA 

his point has been confirmecl as to ~vhether or not, 
the scheme mill be left in the hands of tne Fishery 
Officer alone. IIollaurable inembers sllould never 
thinlr that I wculd attempt to leave a schelne like this 
in the hands of any one person. Relative to i h j  
scheme for the compulsory inst~rance of the fisher- 
men, that schenle is at  present engaging tine attention 
of the Government. lye  are lloping that if a GOV- 
ernlnellt scheme is brought down, i t  mill be a ineans 
of reducing the hi211 ratc of prennium which the fish- 
ermen are calleu upon to pax; and ~vhicln is jlrohibi- 
tive. JIarine Insurance is so great that one will natnr- 
ally expect premiums of Marine Insurailce to be higi~. 
This is not a matter of ~ o t e  catchil~g. We are here 
to t ry and to do constr~zctive work for the benefit of 
the colony. I will attempt, whenever I stand on the 
floor of this Assembly, to t ry and do something con- 
structive and which will assist people outside. Even 
the honourable junior inember for St. George is in 
favour of the scheme. although he has criticised ancl 
censured it. 

The honourable senior member for St. khi!ig 1x39 

made his point, and I -cvould like to say that if SOU 

hsve a small boat, there is no reason why that boat 
would not receive consideration. But  the honour- 
sl:le member has to remember that we are not out 
for putting any death traps to sea. I have already 
expressed my gratitude to the honourable member, 
i:~ho has explained Inany points T\-lzich the Govern- 
ment should have explained. The saine this7 ap- 
plied to the honourable jnnior member for St. eeter, 
who has been in charge of matters relating to Agri- 
culture and F'lsheries, and who has held other port- 
folios, and \.;as a; lllelnber cf the Fisheries Advisory i : Cornittee, and who is ate fa i t  with all hdppenings of 
that Committee; and who might l < l ~ o ~  more about 
it than 1 ]; l lo~~,  although 1 have served in that capac- 
ity. 

The honotlrable senior member for St. John call 
rest ~s sn red  that, the scheme is not nierely designed 

' to  dsslst fishermen alone; but also to assist boat 011751- 

ers or prospective boat owners. 
10.15 p.m. 

What is the object of this scheme? I t  is to 
i ~ n ~ r o x - r  the catches of fish; and that Tvill r e s ~ l t  ip 
greater prosperity for fishermen, s 9  that they will 
be in a better position to pay off their debts and 
ilnprore their of living. The whole object 
ic, to multiply fifty fold, the catches they now make. 
In  Bombay in 1932.34, there mere only two fishing 
launches, and they took over 55,000 pounds of fish. 
In  1948-49, with 50 launches, the catch was over 
six million pounds. What has happened in Bombay 
can happen in Barbados, on a comparative basis. 
As far  as interest goes, the position will be, that you 
viill pay 20 per cent for the first two years. As 
vou reduce the amount, the amount for which you 
are insured mill be reduced proportionately. The 
Governnlent does not expect a fisherman to insure his 
boat for the highest value. The loan will be reduced 
over the years by 20 per cent each year. 

Mr. Chairman, 1 can assure the honourable mem- 
ber for St. George that I have made special notes on 
the points raised by him, to which, I am not in a 
proper position to reply tonight. I will see that a 
statement is made very shortly, to cover not only the 
~ ~ o i n t s  raised by the honourable senior member for 
St. George, but any constructive, relevant and seizsi- 
ble points raised by aaiy other member. Such points 
will alwavs receive consideration by the Govern- 
ment; and this is a policy which will always be 
adopted. 

\XThen it conies to life insurance. a fisherman 
~ ~ - o n l d  have to see after that for himself. Who must 
see after anyone's life insurance? 



vr. LEWIS : Mr. Speaker,-I am merely draw- 
ipg t , ~  your attention, that the House should pass 
t ,&~  as ~;b$l;act resoluti,on, because khis is a Reso- 

autNriging the +&vance of money already 
~;tcf!~d by this H~,yse. When you total the three Reso- 

rutions passed in Compittee, they can only total 
the amount of the other two resolutions. When 
these resolutions are read a first and second time and 
agreed to, that can only be meant to be the Resolu- 
tions for $5,775, and the Resolution for $10,000. 

I am merely saying, let us do i t  the right way 
if we want t o  give the proper authority to the peo- 
ple who have to deal with these matters. The House 
must approve of this Resolution. This is only say- 
ing what method should be adopted to advance sums 
of m o n q  out of the Treasury ; the money has already 
been passed by this House. This is not a money Reso- 
lution; i t  is an  abstract Rlesolution. 

Sir, there is nothing wrong in our separating 
these Resolutions, and passing this one separately, 
and not as a money resolution. I am not going 
against your ruling, if you say that this is a money 
resolution. I am merely saying, i t  is to  give authori- 
ty to a method of dealing with money already voted, 
The other R,esolutions are Supplementary Resolu- 
lutions. The money with which this Resolution deals 
with, is already a law on the-Statute Book because 
it comes under the Appropriation Act. 

Hon. M, E. COX: May I draw to Your Hon- 
our's attention, the motion made by the Hon. Minis- 
te r  of Social Services is that this Resolution do now 
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Mr. LEWIS: Will the hon. Minister give me pass. You are saying: "the motion is that  this reso- 
thhs assurance, that he will let me know the interest lution do now pass. " What is wrong with that a 

will pesent  it. I t  is no use, sir, for the honourable 

i collected from fishermen and paid into the Treasury, , Mr LIEWIS : Mr. Speaker- 
during the duration of the scheme? I presume, he [ Hon. M. E.  COX: How nlaliy times is the hon- 
has not got that information tonight; and that he ourable member going to speak? 

Mr. LEWIS:  I rise on a point of Order, Mr. 
Minister to screw up his face. All he need say is, Speaker. If this Resolution is read a first and sec- 
that he has not got the information now, and that ond, time and thetn agreed to, I wdl not be'in that at 
be will get it. all. The Chairman reported to you, the passing of 

The question t h ~ t  the Resolution do now pass $.hree resolutions in Cammittee. Therefore, any mo- 
was put and agreed to without division. $ion which says that these resolutions be read a first 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUillMINS : Alr. Chalrlnan,--I kime, then a second time and hhen a third time, means 
beg to move that yon do now report the passing of all a r e e  of them; m d  that is WTOW. 
three Resolqtiom in Committee. Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The H m .  Minister of 

M. E -  COX : I beg to the &cial Services admitbed that i t  was a technical error, 
Mr. LEWLS: That is an incorrect motion. You la.nd that this  solution should not have gone to 

cannot report the passing of three Resolutions, be- com,nittee of Supply, because i t  was a n  abstract 
cause when You attempt to total them, there will rewlutim. And w,e know, that abstract rwolutions, 
riot be three Resolutions that YOU can total. Only if gou so care, am not h. 4 ,q121pply. 
two. 'Ehgse hard-headed Ministers who are  not  aware of 

The CHAIRMAN Mr. spE*KE~ re- what the Resolution is for, but  who want to satisfy 
sumed the Chair and reported accordingly. bheir ego, are saying that it should be passed as a 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUafh1INs: I beg to move that money resolution, which is passed in Committee of 
the Resolutions be now read a first tlme. Supply. 1 want to submit, that the honourable 

Hon. M. E .  COX: I beg to second that. 

I 
junior member for the City is correct in his gubmis- 

Mr. LEWIS:  AS f a r  as the reading of these sjen,-that it is a n  ajbst;ract resdution. And I am 
Resolutions is concerned, there is one R,esolution =5aW, at this &we, these is no <h- ia dediw 

of order. 
Mr. MILLER: I only got up  to say, we do a o t  

wish the two honourable members, the honourable 
junior member for the City and the Hon. Ministev 
of Communications, to Ieep us all night. 

Hon. Dr. CUMWTNIS: Mr., Speaker,-I beg 
to move that the two resolutions,-the second and 
third-which were passed in Committee of Supply, 
be now read a first and second time. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move, that the 

two resolutions be now read a second time. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the 

two resolutions be now agreed to. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to s e e o d  the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the 

first resolution passed in Committee of Supply, do 
now pass. 

Hon. M. E. COX : I beg to second the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 

10.35 p.m. 

which cannot go through the Process of being read a 
first and second time, because i t  is not a money Reso- 
lution. I not mind the asides, sir- I am appeal- 
i W  to the intelligence of the House, and not to the 
ignorance of thfe H o u ~ .  This Resolution has got to 
be passed in the souse by itself- The @~ernment  
has admitted that i t  was technically wrong to put the ,  
Resolution under Cnmmittee of supply ;  and still[ 
$bey want to treat i t  in  the same way. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  1 will point out to the honour- 
ab!e junior member for the City, that the Resolution 
'fo which he is referring, does not specify a deRnite; 

unt  of money; but the House went into Corn- 
$%eee on these three resolutions, and passed them 
in Committee of Supply. 
10.55 p m .  

BILL T O  AMEND T H E  POST OFFICE ACT, 1911 

the msoiluhn eeparabely. Those honourable msm- 
hers who that they a n  break the Rules of this 
House, and they need not respect the Rules of this 
House cannot be respected. If the Rules of this 
WO,% cannot 'be respected, what else be re- 
spechd. If a rule of prmedure is broken, and i t  
ha ,been poinkd out, I cannot e e  why anybody 

object to its being correoted. The honour- 
able junior member fop the Ci@ hdss painted out, 
that this Resolution should not be dealt with in Com- 
mittee of %pply. He is e i t h r  light or mang. I 
submit, he is correct in fis submCig%r)nn. I would like 
to see that the motion you adopt is the correct one. 

Mr. MILLER: I am asking Your Honour to be 
careful in your ruling. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is out 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker,-I hope that 
honourable members will remain, so that we can deal 
with two other items on the' Order Paper. One item 
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is Ordel* No. 7,  and the other is Order No. 11. Both 
these itenis are fairly urgent. One deals wit11 an 
alzzendment to the Post Office Act, and the other 
deals with the clleatioiz of an additional office at  the 
Department of Highways and Transport. I am 
therefore asking leave to deal with Order No. 7 as 
the next Order of the Day. 

There being no objection leave was granted the 
hon. member. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
therefore stands in the name of the Hon. -1 
of Cornmunieations: to move t h  second reading of 
a Bill to amend the Post office A&, 1911 a d  to 
provide for increases in the concession allowed on 
literature for the blind; and in the maximum amount 
cif indemlliity for loss of damage to uninsured posM 
parcels. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: Mr. Speaker,-The object 
of this Bill is to ammd the Post Office Act, 19Tl. 
As hon. members will see from the Objects and &a& 
ans, Seution 20 of the Act provides for the grant of 
R concession in the case of literature embossed for 
the use of the blind; and Section 32 ( ' l )  fixes the 
maximum indemnity for loss of, or damage sustained 
to uninsured parcels, intransit in the island. It has 
been pointed out, that the concession granted b y  Sec- 
tion 20 of the Pwt Office Act, a t  present is l e a  than 
that provided for  literature so embossed, set out 
by article 48 of section 1 of the Universal PosW Con- 
vention, signed a t  Brussels in 1952; whilr the maxi- 
mum indemnity fixed by section 32 (l), is below 
that which is now in  force in the United Kingdom 

To wit, the first part of the 1932 Act provides 
fcr the maximum amount of weight to be six ~oun*. 
since the amount was inmeaged to eleven 
rounds by Regulations; but  it has been discovered, 
that was acting  ultra^ vi~es ,  in that Regulations are 
ljubordinate legislation. The mistake therefore w8s 

by the Crown Law OfLicers of that day, by  not 
amending the original Act; instead of 1ilere1~ 
bringing forward regulations increasng the a n l ~ l l l t  

Xr. LEWIS: I would just like to know, if 
this indemnity which is being authorised, is in respect 
of a registered letter which has been lost. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: This is not confined to a reg- 
istered letter; it might apply to anything. I have 
pointed out, that the maximum indemnity a t  present 
is twenty shillings; and that has been ill existence 
for many years. I t  has been changed for a long 
time now by the United Kingdom Governmelzt, be- 
cause the amount has been found to  be insufficient. 
I t  does not cope with the amounb of damage or loss, 
and we are now, increasing it to $22.32, so as to bring 
the position more i11 line with the United Kingdom. 
10.45 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS: I think I understand that. I 
wanted that clarified in my mind, ljecause of some- 
thing else that I was hearing. I would like to tell 
the Minister, when you are amending an  Act for  
two purposes, you should not put only one purpose 
in the Objects and Reasons. From reading the Ob- 
jects and Reasons of this Act, Clause 3 does not 
apply. Not a ~vord is mentioned about it. I t  would 
have saved the Minister a lot cf trouble, if it had 
been put in the Objects and Reasons. The matter 
of time does 11ot apply to indemnity. Tf there is any 
loss, this is the maximum indemizity. No one can 
put $5.00 in a letter and if i t  is lost, tell yau that 
it had $22.00 in it. Objects and Reasons are for 
the pnrpose of helping members. I f  members had 
seen this melltioned in the O'bjects a d  Reasons, they 
would have known what are the two objects of the 
 ill. ~t is not clear as i t  is here. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman,-I would like 
the h,. Minister to say, if this assistance to the 
blind in respect of literature, is restricted Braille. 

Eon. M. E. COX : Mr. Chairman,--If the hon. 
I.lember reads, the Bill and the objects and Reasons, 
he dll see "literature for the blind". La mswer to 
the hen. junior member for the City, if he reads 
the Objects and Reasons carefully, he will see that 

( the fimt paragraph says that the Post Act, 
from 6 lbs. to 11 lbs. This Bill seeks not olll!r to 
change the amount frorn 6 lbs. to 11 lbs., but to 
1'5 Ibs; which has been agreed to bp the Universal 
Postal Convention which was held in Brnssels in 
1952. 

As the position stands to-day, the indemnity on 
intransit mail is twenty shillings; and this Bill seeks 
to increase that indemnity to $22.32, which is the 
amount in existence in the United T<ingdom qomo- 
time now. 

This Bill therefore has a twofold purpose. I t  
amtends those two sections of the Post Oftice Act 
so as to bring i t  in line with up-to-date countries, 
which have adopted these Agreements. I do not 
know whether hon. members want to know any- 
thing more about this matter; 'but if they need 
further information, I mould be quite willing to sup- 
ply that information. 

Hon. C. E. T U M B :  I beg to second that. 
The question b t  this Bill be now read a 

second time. 
1 beg to move that this Bill be now read a 

second t i m ~  was put  and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

(En the motion of Hon. M. E .  Cox, seconded by 
Hon. C. E. TALMA, Mr. ' S P F ~  left the chair and 
the House went into CTbmmittee on the Bill, Mr. 
SMITH being in  the Chair. 

Clauses 1 and 2 were called and passed. 
Glause 3 was called. 
Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to move that Clause 

3 stand part of the Bill. 
Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

1911, by 20, provides for the grant of a 
concessiolz in the case of literature embossed for the 
use of the b l h d ;  and by section 32 (1) fixes the 
maximum indemnity for loss of or damage to insured 
parcels. The Objects and Reasons set out clearly the 
intentions of the Bill. I n  the first place, it is to in- 
crease the amount of weight of literature for  the 
t l ind on which the concession is granted; and second- 
ly ,  to increase the indemnity. 

Mr. MILLEE: I only wanted to know if this 
literature for the blind is restricted to Braille. You 
can have all types of literature. I only want to 
know if this concession, which is by international 
convention, is restricted to Braille. I forgive the 
lbliuister, however, because I realise that he does not 
understand. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I will remind hon. menibers 
that I said, that this legislation already exisk in the 
Tl.K., and we are bringing the loaal legislation into 
11ne with that of the U.K. 

Mr. LEWIS:  The hon. Minister must remem- 
ber this: it does not say so in the Objects arid Reas- 
ons. It inerely sets out that someone has seen fit 
that m/- should be taken out, and $22.00 put in. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: Again I am going to read: 
"This Bill seeks accordingly to revise the Post Office 
Act, 1911 so as to bring the provisions of that Act 
relating to the a'b'ove matters into line with the terms 
of the Parcels Convention and with the law now 
in  force in the 1J.K." 

The question that Clause 3 stand part of the 
Bill was put  and agreed to. 

Clause 4 was called and agreed to. 
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On the motion of Hon. AI. E .  Cox seconcled by 
1 

l have been told that the Department of lligh. 
Ilou. C. E. T ~ ~ r r n  Xr. Chairillan reported the pas.- l ways and Transport can do without a few ovelseers 
ing of the Bill in conlmittee and Mr. Speakrr icsuul- at  the present time; but l see, this resolution is ap- 
ed  the Chair a d  reported accordingly. 1 proving of one more. I feel the Inspector of the bt. 

on motions of M. E. secollded by lfoll. 
c. E. T~~~ in each case the  ill was read a thirsti 
time and passed the title called and agrc,eci 
to. 

CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT ORDER NO. 13 

Road Overseer At Highways & Transport 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I am asking leave 
to  take Order No. 11 which stands in the name of the 
Hon. Premier, as the next Order of the Day. 

Mr. LE,\VIS : Mr. Speaker-We have already 
givell permission to the hon. junior member for St. 
Thornas to take charge of everything on the Order 
Piaper, standing in  the name of the Premier.. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I am still asking leave to 
tske charge of Order No. 11, which concerns the D* 
partment of Highways and Transport. 

There being no objection leave was granted. 

Joseph Highway Board should be told something rela- 
tive to his dismissal. This particular Goverlvllellt 
m taking over the roads of St. Joseph, promised 
to take over the staff which was comprised of three 
officers,- I can better describe this staff as one man 
and two boys-and Government has seen fit to employ 
the two boys, but has no use for the man. Govern- 
ment has not the decency to eren tell the represents- , 

tives of the parish, the reason for not employing that 
gentleman. Sir, when one is vex, he is not pleased; 
and I am vex about this. If you have any kind of 
reason for not employing this man, state i t ;  he should 
be told, or I should be told, so that I could explain it to 
the people who ask me about it. This gentleman had 
been working with the parish for years, and he has 
not been told the reason why he has been dismissed; 
neither have I been told. Both of us have been treat- 
ed as boys i n  the yard. The roads of the parish have 
been taken over by the (~overnm~ent since the begin- 
njng of last month. 1 had been assured that no one 

11on. M. E. COX: Mr Speaker,-This is a Eew- I lrould suffer as a result. If I had expected that any- 
lution to approve the Civil Establishment Order No. ! one ~ o u l d  have suffered as a result, I would not 
13 for the appointment of an  overseer to the High- : hare consented to their being taken over by Govern- 
ways and Transport Department. This, as hon. mem- 
bers will see, is a result of the Government having 
taken over the roads of St. Joseph. At the time 
nben the roads were being taken over, it was made 
clear, that the Government wm prepared, as f a r  as 
possible, to  employ all the persons who were then 
employed by the Highway Commissioners of St. 
.l oseph. 

We found that there was one Road Inspector 
and two Road Overseers. It may be asked, why we 
have come for the appointment of one, and not for 
the appointment of three persons. I n  the fir& place, 
1 would like to say that two posts will be created; but 

ment. 1 say so, not because I do not want the roads 
to be taken over by Government, '611t because I do 
not think i t  is fair to the man, for so many years 
in that respect. 

Sir, the Vestry of St. Joseph went as far as to 
write the Government asking for an explanatioli of the 
case and the Vestry received the answer that it was 
taking up the matter. Sir, the particular person is a 
man with a family; and the only person to suffer 
is that gentleman. I feel something should have been 
done in the matter by now; and l do not think the 
Goveniment has adopted the right attitude in this 
matter, especially as it is a Labour Government. I do 

on the dismissal of a clerk a t  the Highways and I not think this Government should put people out of 
Transport Department, that office h= been filled 1 work without giving the reason. 
by a n  overseer of the Department. Therefore we are I Mr. bEWIS:  There is an obvious mistake ill the 
ou$ asking to increase the E b t a b l i h e n t  as f a r  as I Order; and I am drawing it to the attention of the 
cverseers are concerned, by one; and this Resolution 
seeks to establish that p&. 

I beg to move, Sir, that the Resolution do now 
pass. 

Hon. C .  E. TALMA : I beg to second that. 
10.55 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker,-I would just like 
tcj know whether all of these people will be taken care 
of in  the new establishment. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker,- Relative to this ap- 
 ointment of an overseer, I had been assured in this 
House by the Hon. Ninister of Communications, that 
no one who was ~vorking with the Cominissioners of 
Highways in St. Joseph, would suffer as a result of 
the taking over of the parish roads by the Govern- 
merit. But  Xir, the Chief in spec to^ has not been in- 
eluded among the staff which the Government haq 
taken over. I n  other words, he has 'been dismissed; 
and i t  is a very seriousl thing after I had been so as- 
sured that no one would suffer. I had assured the peo- 
ple of St. Joseph to that effect; and the Government 
has taken i t  upon itself to dismiss our Chief Inspec- 

hon. Minister. I t  is to  come into effect retrospective- 
ly. This is how the Order is worded: "This Order 
phall come into operation on the first day of Septenv 
ber, 19'54." I t  should have been worded this way: 
"This Order shall be deemed to come into operation 
cn  the first day of September, 1954." 

Hon. M. E. OOX : In reply to  the points made 6~ 
the hen junior member for  S%. Joseph with reference 
to a statement which I made in  the House, that as 
f a r  nobody would suffer as a result of the Govern- 
ment taking over those roads, I did say so. The hon. 
junior member for St. Joseph has now raised the 
point about the road inspector being dismissed by 
Government, and he went further and said, that 
he understood that the Department of Highways and 
Transport a t  present has too many overseers, but 
now they are taking over two mme. It is a fact that 
the Director of Highways and Transport expressed 
the view that he could do with a smaller staff of 
everseers, than the staff employed by the former 
Director. The fact has been borne out by his , recommendation of one of these overseers to 'be a 

tor, without telling him one w o ~ d ,  or the reason for so 1 store-keeper. Having given the assurance to the 
doing. Surely, I have not been told the reason for not 
employing this inspector or overseer, whichever i t  
may be; and it is a very serious state of affairs for a 
man with a family to be dismissed from his job work- 
ing with the Highways Board of St. Joseph, after 
that department has been taken over bv the Govern- 

Highway Commissioners of St. Joseph, that when 
Government took over the roads in S. Joseph, Gov- 
ernnieilt would also take over the people who were 
employed in that direction, the Government has de- 
cided to come to the House and ask for the creation 
of an additional post of overseer. One o~f the over- 

ment. seers of St. Joseph is to fit in that post; and one is 



t o  fit illto the post of the overseer, who has bcen 
transferred to the post of store-keeper. 

I am not prepared to say a t  this stage, anything 
of the man whom the Government might not be talc- 
sng over. Ilo~vever, P would like to say that he has not 
teen dismissed by the Government; because the 
Government never employed him!. On the taking over 
of those roads on the 1st September last, that gentle- 
r ian really was not required in the service. But  I 
pould like to assure the lion. member, that although 
the Government has not agreed to take over the 
liabilities of the St. Joseph Highway Commissioners, 
the Government is prepared to pay a pension either 
directly or indirectly, t o  the officer who has not 
been taken over by them. The Government is, pre- 
pared to pay a pension either directly to the Vestry 
of St. Jloseph or to the Officer whom, Government 
has not found i t  possible to recruit into the service. 
As I have said, I am not prepared to say m y  more 
on that point, but I can say, we had experienced 
scn:e difficulty iu trying $0 assimilate him into tile 
set-up. far as 1 have been made to understand, 
he works for $300 a month; and as hon. members 
Imow, )VC have no place for an officer in that cate- 
gory in our set-up. I t  is a fact that more people 
in  that category have been employed now. I am 
sure the hon. junior member for St. Joseph would 
bear r e  out, when I say, Inore people have been 
emp10:-ed by the government from, that parish, than 
were formerly eniployed by the Highway Commis- 
sioners of St. Joseph. There is only one inclividual 
whom the Government has not employed. I say 
again, the Government is prepared to pay a pension 
to that individual; therefore, it cannot be said that 
the Government has broken faith, or that the Gov- 
ernment did not honour its pledge. 

The hon. junior member for the City, mention- 
ed something about the wording of the Order. The 
Government took over those roads on the 1st Sep- 
tember last. 7rVe are merely saying, that the Order 
should corne into operation on the 1st September 
last. The hon. jun. member for the City said, that 
i t  s h o ~ ~ l d  be worded "deemed to have corne into 
loperation" as from that day. I am a layman, but 
i t  seems to me how i t  is worded, it is meant tot be a 
retrospective clause. 

These Orders carry retrospective dates. I am not 
prepared to argue with the honourable member; but 
it he says that this Order shall be deemed to come 
into operation on the 1st September, 1954, and it 
says here in the Order that this Order shall come 
illto operation on 1st Septrnlber, 1954, it is the sam? 
thing, only worded differently. 

Mr. MILLER: Relative to the plea made by  the 
honourable junior memxer for St. Joseph, in con- 
nection with this engineer, the hon. Minister was at 
pain- 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I s  the honourable member 
referring to some eilgineer l - 

Mr. 3IlLi.FR: The road engineer in St. Joseph. 
I am i u  agrecaicnt with the honourable n~eniber's rc- 
marks; but I am still left in a quandary as to what 
he really means. lIT1lat I glea~ied from his reinarks is, 
the new scheme of things as to the Government's 
y o l i c ~  in connection with the Department of High- 
ways and Transport, is that the Department does 
not seem to be able to absorb this new engineer, under 
the new scheme of things; and it is true, that the 
honourable member did not attempt to break faith 
with anyone. I do not as a matter of fact, want to 
confuse any reason as to ~ r h y  the Government does 
not see fit to absorb thiz: inspector iu the scheme of 
things. I appreciate the fact, you have a technical 
engineer a t  the head, and i t  is still the Government's 

idtention to pay a pension to all those who are in- 
volved in this change. 

Jfr. B. L. WALCOTT : This is an  indication of 
i arty politics; we may as well be frank. If you are 
g-~verning, you must govern with the unplelasantness 
of Go1 zrment .  You have just passed a Local Gwern- 
ment Act and you cannot promise to take over every 
body. I find, that there is an  absence of frankness 
when i t  comes to dealing with these matters, and 
you leave people with hopes; but I think, you should 
say that you cannot take over all of these people. B 
ycu take them over, YOLI will have to give them an 
abolition pension, which means, you are rewarding 
them for services which tkey have rendered. The 
Governmeizt abolished the railway, and they had to 
~ r o v i d e  the railway workers with abolition pensions. 
But as regards the idea, that you must go on ever,- 
lastingly with some section of the workers, I rise 
to say, these parish pump politics will not do us. 
any good. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
was put  and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 
11.15 p.m. 

VACANT POST OF MESSENGER AND 
LIBRARY ATTENDANT 

Mr. SPEAICEB: Before the House adjourns, I 
would like to inform honourable members that acting 
under iil~tructions from the House, an advertisement, 
appeared in the local Press peferring to the post of 
Xessenger and Library Attendant which is now 

, vacant. Sufficient response has attended this adver- 
tisement. The closing date was on Friday the 15th 
~nst . ,  and there were 202 applicants. I would advise 
the House to proceed by w'ay of a screening com- 
iilitteee, so that they may more easily decide on the 
candidate of their choice. I throw out that-suggestion 
to the House. 

Mr. F. L. T%TALCOTT: Mr. Speaker,-I intended 
to make a motion for the appointment of thler com- 
mittee. I want to say hhat I regard a post such as 
this, as falling into line with the Public Service, in  
that the former bIess?nger, Mr. Gittens, was formerly 
a member of the Public Service. I am of the con- 
sidered opinion that if the fibliE Se&c$ could have 
provided this Chamber with a Messenger of the cali- 
bre of Nr.  Gittens, there are other Messengers of 
the Civil Service available for service in this Cham- 
ber. 

As I am a believer in the system that if you are 
 orkin king in the Service and there is any likelihood of 
promotion, there should be a chance to get that  pro- 
motion. I ~ ~ - o u l d  suggest to the conunittee which mill 
be appointed that they pay special attention to any 
applicant from the Civil Service. There are likely to 
be Messelngers in the Service applying for  this job; 
because i t  offers more emoluments than the Public 
Service offers. I t  is with that in  view, I feel i t  would 
be fair and in ordeli- for us to give suitable peopld 
in the Service at1 opportunity for recei~ring higher 
enlolumeiits than in the Serrice itself. 

I move, Sir, that a committee be appointed for 
the purpose of reeomnlending a suitable candidate 
to the House. I leave the personnel of the, committee 
to Pour Honour. 

Hon. 31. E. COX: Mr. Speakei-,-While I ap- 
preciate the remarks made by the honourable mem- 
ber relative to the recruitment of a member of the 
Service, I am wondering whether he has taken into 
consideration the fact, that if an officer leaves his 
job in the Service, and comes to work in this Chamber, 
there is no continuity of service between the Public 
Service and this Chamber. A n  officer might have 
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been working in the Service for  20 or 25 years. But I post from the Civil Service add made the post a n  
if he comes to this House to work, there are no 
pension rights attached to the post. What we do, as 
we have done with our employees in the past, is to 
give them a month's salary for every completed year 
of service. So an  officer in  the Service may lose his 
secure job where be is entitled to pension, and come 
over here. You may give him $100.00 a month and 
he may only remain two, three or six years. When 
he leaves he is only entitled to a month's salary for 
every completed year. That officer is going to lose 
his pension rights in  the Civil Service for which 
he cannot be compensated in  the House of Assembly. 
For those reasons, I feel that an  applicant from out- 
side should be considered rather than one from the 
Service, who will be placed itn an ackward position 

As regards the appointment of this committee, I 
would like to move that the committee be composed 
of the senior members of the various constituencies. 

Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Speaker,-I am in  favour of 
the appointment of a screening committee; because 
with 202 applicants, one can foresee the difficulty 
that would arise. But in my opinion, this matter 
falls more within the province of the Debates Corn. 
mittee than any comlnittee composed of senior mem- ; 

appointment of this House of Assembly. And Why? 
You found you had a n  excellent officer in  Mr. 
Gitteas; and the idea of the members of ~s House 
mas, you did not want to lose c: man like that 
because as  he was a Messenger of the Government, 
&he Colonial Scie~etary could remove him and send 
him to another department, and then send some other 
person to this House, who might be likely to give 
trouble. We have been told about comtinuity of 
service. Where does that come i n ?  I f  people from 
the public service have a ~ p l i e d  for  this vacant post, 
they should know that they will not lose their ser- 
vice. The question is this: If a man who is in the 
Public Service working as a Messenger with the 
Colonial Secretary, gives up  his job to come to this 
Chamber to do that job, you well might say, he is i n  
the samtl Publiu Service; because he is drawing his; 
money from the same Treasury, but only by your 
decision, which give5 you the authority to sign his 
voucher. there is the difference. Would any member 
Itere suggest, that any member of this House or the 

'Public, would quibble over that ;  and say that they 
nre two different departments; therefore, there is n3 
continuity of service. One of the first things tho 

be* of the H o l w ~ T h e  Debates Committee has just ):House did after the introduction of Ministerial 
appointed officers of this House, as well as the addi- 
tional reporter. 

I forlnally beg to move, sir,  that the Debates 
Committee be appointed the Screening Committee 
for this purpose. 

F. L. WALCOTT: M ~ .  Speaker,-Replying 
to the hen. ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  I would like to say that I have 
no candidate. 1 have made no Hundreds,  
of people come to me- 

Hon. M. E. COX: I must object to the insinua- 
lion. I have no candidate either. 

SPEAKER: The motion made by the 
ourable junior member for St. Michtiel has not been 
seconded. 

L. WALCoTT : If the Minister was 
not seconding my motion, I would like to  know what 
he was speaking on. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister made a mo- 
tion. 

Mr. Mr. 'peaker7- I beg second 
the made the junior .member 
f o r  St. Mjchae!. 

filr. F. L. WALCOTT : I would like to speak on 
that motion now. As far  as this is concerned, what 
I would like to point out, whether you decide oil 
the Debates Committee or on the Committee of senior 
members, I regard as very flimsy, - the argument 
tLat because a man is in the Public Service he should 
not be considered as eligible to be considered for this 
post. The member about the HOuhe 
giving a man a month's for every 
year of ~e?Xice. 1s there anything laid down which 
says that the House must do tha te  That happened 
i n  one case, when we ~ e t i r e d  Mr. T a ~ l o r ;  and on that 
occasion, the membai-s of the House in consultation 
with the1 officer himself, decided that i t  would be 
better to give him that. But there was nothi-ng to  
prevent the House from ghing  him a pension under 
the Ordinary Pensiol~ Act. 
11.25 p.m. 

I n  the case of Mr: parris, he was an old man, 
and we gave him a lhmp sum, a w t u i t ~ ;  there is 
nothing to prevent this House from agreeing to pay 
a man a pension if he retires. What is to prevent 
this Chamber from so doing? Sometime last y e y r .  ar 
met and made the Messenger a n  officer of the House. 
Officers of this House are not regarded as Civil 
Servants. The late Messenger came from the rank 
a n d  file of the Civil Service ; but we changed the 

system, was to pass a n  Act giving Mrs. Haynes a 
bigger pension for service she had rendered, although 
3. was broken. NOW the hon. Minister has got up  in 

ITouse saying, this, that, and the other about 
cclntinuity of service. Here you have Mr. Douglar 
Hayn3s for  whom we passed a special Act to take 
into consideration the year of service which he gave 

a If you someone from 
the Civil Service to this job, and say, he has 20 years 
"ervice do you think we should be willing to discount 
those years? Now, we have the hon. Minister, who 
wa., a party to the passing of that Act for Mr 

,Douglas Haynes, raising the point of continuity of 
Pr mice in this case. He is suggesting, we should not 
c.onsider those people who apply from the Service. I 
am not suggesting, that you should not consider those 
people who apply from outside; but my suggestion 
is, if you have a m m  in  the public service, whom we 
consider as suitable for the job, what is wrong in 
appointing him? We must bear in  mind, we have 
raised the salary of the Messenger of this House, be- 
cause of the additional duties. 1 do not want to gang- 
up with anyone to say, "we will have this thing 
done." f do not want to be put on any Committee to 
fill this ,appointment. I do not want the odium of 
allybody saying "1 thought we would have helped 

H ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  I feel any member of +.he 
service who has applied, is more entitled to the posi- 
tioll than anybody else. 

Why do you think we have got 202 persons 
2pplying for this job It is because we are &ar tkg  
the successful applicant a t  $60 per month, plus cost 
of living allowance; and that salary is going u p  te 
$100 per month. Added t o  that, you have conditions 

service, &ere the p r q o n  has t o  work in what can 
l], called cultural you going to 
make these people what they have to do 9 
1 know many are going to be disillusioned. Many 
them may think, when they come here, they ba 
the 25th member of the House of Assembly; and may 
want to be on equal terms. I do not want to sa?, 
they are inferior when i t  comes to man and man 
but they may not want to be regarded as servants ot 
this House. 

Sir I resent most strongly, the suggestion maiia 
of continuity of service. I cannot see the reason why 
the hon. Minister produced this argument. We wolxld 
Le placing ourselves in a rather awkward position, 
when we ourselves have laid i t  down, that you should 
not regard i t  as a break in your service, if you leave 
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am suggesting to the honourable member however, * that since we have a Leader of the Opposition we 
sh?uld include him on this Committee; and if the 
lionourdble senior member for St. Michael includes 
\him on the Committee I would second that as well. 
(Hon. M. E. COX: I accept that.) The Hon. 
Leader of the Opposition is given recognition under 
the law of the land ; and I am happy to say, that he 
should be added to) that Committee. Otherwise T. 
would not second the honourable member's motion. 
T am appealing to the honourable junior member 
for St. Michael, and T want t o  dram to his attention. 

one part of the servioe to be employed in an- 
other part somewhere else. If a man comes here from 
the service, he knows he has broken his service. 
It should not be a condition of our way of thinking, 
that we will give him some sort of punishment here- 
after for doing that. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker,-The hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Peter who has just 
sat down, seems to be confused in his thinking, 011 

what I have given expression to. What did I say? 
1 merely dealt with the terms of employinent as an 
offic6r of this House of Assembly. He has not re- 
futed what I said, that there is a o  continuity between 
the public service and this House of Assembly. TV2 
had Mr. Taylor who was a reporter and he retired, 
but he was not given any pension; he was given a 
gratuity according to the number of years he was in 
the employ of the House. We also had Mr. Maynard 
who died; his legal representatives mere also given a 
gratuity. We had Mr. Parris, oar Jfarshal; and hc 
was also given a gratuity. 

I have absolutely ,-,l0 objectiou, to Civil servallts 
given up their ser~rice to talce this job. But what 
I air1 considering, is the means of securitJ-. The 
jullior member for the City and the Conollrable junior 
member for St. George, mill not be always in the 
IIouse of Asseinbly to pass laws. Sonle -other peo- 
ple will come ill this House; therefore, callllot 
say, '(we give this, alld we giTye that". What is 
the guarantee, Mr. speaker, if a mall collies in here 
from the public service, that he would be granted a 
pension on retirement? This is not a pension. 
able job. As soon as a man leaves the public $er- 
vice to come in here, he breaks his service. Of co,~-se 
he gets a highelr salary; but there is no continuity 
of service between Civil Servants and the House of 
Assembly. He wonlcl have to ask this H o n s ~  if hr  
retires, to pass something for him. ( A  VOICE : And 
the Government will do it .)  I ain still convinced 
that no provision is made for continuity of Service, 
in so far  as Civil Servants are concerned, c*o~ning 
over to this House. I t  does not exist. 

I have been approached by some people who 
have applied for this vacant post, and I have ex- 
plained the position to them. I told them when they 
come here, they are taking a chance of losing their 
pension rights, which they have in the Government 
service. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: On a point of order, MT. 
Speaker. On what are the two honoulable members 
arguing? Has continuity of service anything to do 
with the motion before us? 
11.35 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable members havr 
been given some latitude. 

Mr. LEWIS: I intended to second the motion 
which was made by tlie Hon. Minister of Communi- 
cations; and I would like to give my reasons for  so 
doing. This is a question of making an  appoint- 
ment, and the Committee which he has suggested 
is a Committee which is not selected by the House 
but by the electorate; this, therefore is to be re- 
garded as an impartial selection of a Committee. 1 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,-As 
regards the adjournment, I would like to  make a i 
statement. We are asking honourable members to 
come 'back on Thursday. The reason for that is the 
matter of the inter-island steamship service. The 
 ont tract has to be signed a t  Tmnidad by the 31st. 
inst. Honourable members will remember. that a 
Select Committee was appointed to  deal with the 
lfessage from the Governor in  connection with the 
matter. But before the House could deal with the 
reply to the Governor's Message presented by  the 

that this matter concerns this branch of the Legis- 
lhtui-e; and we should not appoint a Conlmittez 
which includes somebody from the Other Place. 
That savours of something which the Other Place 
vrould not appreciate; and I do not think that we 
should suggest it. The Other Place would say that 
they want to keep themselves clean out of this 
matter. ( Mr. BRYAN: They will have the good 
S, nse to stay away.) I do not think that you should 
stay away, if you are asked to serve on a Committee; 
and it will go down in history that you have ap- 

4 

pointed a member from the Other Place to serve on 
this Committee. I am appealing to the honourable 
junior member for St. Michael not to allow his 

t r 
motion to be put to the vote. I hope that the Com- 
mittee will consider the applicants on their merit, 
their character, and what call be gleamed from their 
ability to do the work. We have no retiring age for 
our servants; but we have security of tenure. so 
that anybody who is leaving the Government service 
dlld coming over here is leaving that service with 
the understanding. that he is taking. his chance in 
coilling here. This privilege of there being no re- 
tiring age is a privilege which we hope anyone who 
is leaving the service and coming over here will 
enjoy. 

3Ir. Speaker, I have illuch pleasure ill seconcl- 
11lg the illotiorl which has been made by the honour- 
able senior member for s%. Michael, because I feel 
that it will meet with the needs of the situation. 
This Committee has has been chosen by the dectorate, 
and therefore we shall not be committing anybody. 
1 repeat, I have much pleasure in seconding the 
motion as made and amended by the honourable 
senior member for St. Michael; and I think that i t  
woulci be a very good idea to ask the Committee to , 
make their recommendations as soon as possible. 

Mr. BR-YAN: I have listened very attentively 
to the arguments produced by the honourable junior 4 
meniber for the City, and the fallacy of his argu- 
ments strikes me at  once. He argues that i t  will 
go down on record, that we had to appeal to the 
Other Plac% to help us appoint .a Messenger. Hqw 
~ a ~ u l t l  that be SO, ~ v h m  thc Debates Committee ap- 
pointed a Reporter ~vho is paid by this House. Has 
it goile do~vn on record that the members of this 
ilouse had to1 appeal for help to the Other Place 

in appointing their Reporter. (Mr. ibEWIS: The 
Reporter reports the Debates of the Tlezislature.\ 
M r  Spealier. the motion that I made was made in 
good faith. I feel that the best committee to deal 
r,ith this appointment is the Debates Committee. 

Mr. SPEAICER: I will put  the last completed 
motion first. that of the honourable senior member 
for St. Michael. 

The question that the senior members represent- 
ing constituencies, including the Leader of the Op- k 
position. be appointed a committee to make recom- L 

mendations to this House regarding the appointment 
of a Messenger, was put and agreed to without diqis- 
ion. 

ADJOURNMENT 
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&elect Committee, a difficuity ar.ose m connectlon 
nith the contract. That necessitated the senalng or 
telegrams back and forth between here and Trini- 
dad. Executive Committee, however, expects to 
deal with it finally on Thursday morning, and we 
are asking honourable members to. meet on 'rhurs- 
day afternoon to do just that one item. The Other 
Place has to deal with it too. We cannot wait t o  
deal with i t  early on Tuesday because honourable 
members may be verbose. 

I spoke with the Leader of the Opposition and 
he said that 2 p.m. on Thursday would be all right 
with him. But the concensus of opinion, to judge 
from asides, seems to be in favour of 4 p.m. l move, 
sir, that the House do now adjourn until Thursday 
next, the 21st inst. a t  4 o'cloclc p.m. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I am speaking against 

the motion for adjournment, for the reason that the 
argument of the Hon. Minister of Social Services as 
to why we should come back on Thursday to deal 
with this inter-island shipping service, seems some 
what strange to me. I do not know if these things 
are done on a different basis in Barbados from in 
the other colonies; but I know that the Trinidad 
Legislature is in recess, and will not resume until 
Friday. (Hon. M. E. Cox: They have a Finance 
Committee). This is nothing that a Finance Com- 
mittee can do. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: If the honourable 
member would allow me to1 enlighten him, I would 
like to say, this is not a question for the Trinidad 
Legislature. The Governor of Trinidad is author- 
ised to sign on behalf of the Governments of the 
West Indies. This is a domestic arrangement; and 
a difficulty has arisen. As soon as we get through 
the cable t o  the Governor of Trinidad that every- 
thing is all right, he will sign on behalf of the Bar- 
bados G-overnment. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I do not doubt what the 
honourable member has said; but the Governor of 
Trinidad could not sign on behalf of Trinidad until 
the Trinidad Legislature gave him authority to sign 
on their behalf. The Hon. Minister of Communica- 
tions has this matter to put through, and he is say- 
ing that i t  must be done on Thursday; but i t  is not 
to make any difference in any way. The suggestion 
is that  if we do not come 011 Thursday, the Shipping 
Service will not take place. Will the ship stop? I 
do not like this idea. 

The President of the Other Place is a member of 
Executive Committee, and he has stated that he will 
not allow Bills to go through, unless there has been 
sufficient time for members of the Counpil to con- 
sider them. If Your Honour had said that, I suppose 
that someone would have wanted to crucify you. I 
do not think that coming on Thursday is necessary, 
because of any matter of urgency. Ron. members 
have their private business to attend to. Ministers 

I are working for the Government and the Government 
alone. I do not see that meeting on Thursday will 
cause anything to happen within the following week. 
Xow I am hearing sotto voce remarks of the Hon. 
Minister of Communications who is always laying 

1 down the law, and knows nothing of what he i talk- 
ing about. 

Hon. N. E. COX : There is another point which ' 1 would like to mention. In view of the fact, this is 
i l~y  portfolio, 1 crave your indulgence to reply. I 

I am not like the honourable junior member for St.. 
Peter. 1 do not boast of being a n  autTority on 
everything; and what I know nothing about, I do 
llot speak. I mentioned not long ago, sotto voca. 
about other West Indian colonies having Finance 
Committees. I know I am right in  what I am say- 
ing; because, all the other Governments i n  the Carib 
bean area, with the exception of Barbados, have their 
Finance Committees. Therefore, they have already 
agreed to the main agreement which has been sent  
to this House, and have contributed their money 
We cannot do that, until this Legislature agrees. Bar- 
bados is the only colony to-day, which has not yet 
signed that agreement. The ship has been held u p  
I t  cannot leave until that agreement is met by the 
Barbados Government. That ship is to leave on the 
31st of this month; and if it does not leave by that 
time on account of this agreement not being signed, 
ir is a question of indemnifying the company. There- 
fore, we are asking the House to meet on Thursday 
to agree on the main agreement which this House 
is in possession of;  and afterwards, we c m  discuss 
and come to some conclusion on the domestic agree- 
ment. I have already stressed that the other colo- 
nies. having their Finanee Committees which can 
advance this money without resorting to their Leg- 
islatures, have already complied with the terms of 
the agreement; but we cannot do so until this Leg- 
islature agrees to it. 

Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Speaker,-I am told now, 
that the Trinidad Government has introduced some- 
thing. They have not told us what it is; but they 
are asking us to come here on Thursday aft~rnoon,  
after they have met in the  morning, to come to a 
decision on the matter. T want to know how they 
will get their findings to us before we come in  this 
House. Are we to be told what they have discussed 
in Executive Committee? That is all I would like 
to be told. I would prefer to meet on Tuesday in- 
stead of Thursday. If the Executive Committee m& 
Thursday, i t  would give the Ministers the opportun- 
ity to send i t  over to us during the weekend. It may 
be something material, and something other than 
what is in the Message. 

The question that this House do now adjourn until 
Thursday next, a t  four o'clock p.m. was put, and re- 
solved in the affirmative without division; and Mr. 
SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly. 
12.02 p.m. 




