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SESSION 19-55 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Thursda,y, 21st Octolber, 1954. 
Pursuant to adjournmeat, the House of Assem- 

bly nlrt a t  4 o'clock p.m. today. 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS ( S p e a k e r ) ,  
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, M. D., C.M., (Minkter 
of Social Services), Mr. A. E. S. LEWIS (Depz~tzj 
Speaker), Hon. M. E.  Cox, (Minuisteg- of Communica- 
tions, works and Hoz~sing), Mr. L. E .  SMITH, J.P., 
(Chairmm of Committees), llr. E.  D. ~\~OTTLEY, Hon. 

K. G. MAPP, (Minister of Trade, Industry and La- 
bozcr), Mr. F. C. GODDARD, (Laacler of the Opposi- 
tion), Mr. F. E. MILLER, Hon C. E. TALMA, (Minister 
of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries), Mrs. E.  E 
BOURNE. 

MINUTES. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the l~oiiour to inform 
the House that the Minutes of the last meeting &re 
not yet ready for circulation. 

Messrs. HAYNES and BRYAN entered the House 
a n d  took their seats. 

- BEFLY TO GQVERNQR'S MESSAGE NO. 26 
RE INTE8-ISLAND SHIPPING 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tne first Order of the Day is 
to caasider the Reply to His Excellency the Gov- 
emor's Nessage No. 26/1954. 

Hon. M. B. COX; Mr. Speaker,-On Tuesday 
last honourable members were asked to meet this 
evening to discuss the question of an  inter-island 
shipping service. I regret to have to inform honour 
able members, thak due to a recent cable which 1 
received from Trinidad m l y  yesterday, I am afraid 
that we cannot proceed with this discussion today. 
Therefore i t  is only left for me a t  this stage to say 
that the Executive Committee met this nlorning and 
decided that in view of recent developments, and 
inore particularly in view of the cable which Tve 
received pesterday, i t  ~vould not be advisable to con- 
tinue with this debate) today, because i t  might tend 
to prejudic<> the positioll. 

I myself was still willing to start the debate; 
;but I did see the force of the argument after i t  was 

thxoughly threshed out. Trinidad has proposed 
that a conference be held in Trinidad on the 27th 
inst. with a view to- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I take i t  that the honourable 
member can only now be making a statement. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I am making a statement. 1 
thought that was always understood. 

Mr. LEWIS:  1 rise to a point of Order. If the 
honourable niember is making a statement no hon- 
ourable member can reply to it. The hon. Minister 
can move the adjournment of the House and discuss 
the matter, telling us what he knows. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not lie in my direc- 
tion. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker,-On a 
point of Order. I want to g& the position clarified. 
1 thought that the hoiiourable meinber would have 
moved the adjournment of the House, but he hlas 
made a statement to which we cannot reply. I do not 
thinlr that any harm could be done seeing thdt this 
is something which everyone is anxious about 
Although the Executive Committee has taken counsel 
in the matter, I was wondering whether i t  would not 
be better to discuss i t  now without fifiialising it, so 
that when the hon. Minister comes back with it, i t  
would be i11 ship shape. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I appreciate the reinark* 
made by the honourable senior and junior members 
for the City; and I would like to assure them that 
without lrnowing the slightest thing about the 1vhole 
situation, neither of them is more willing to have i t  
discussed than I am, and to have i t  discussed a t  a 
very early date. But  I am afraid, I cannot agree 

- with the two honourable members that we should 
stzrt a discussion on i t  this evening. We brought 
honourable members here to discuss this matter; 
but as a result of a cable from Trinidad saying that 
a conference should be held on the 27th, the Govern- 
ernment has decided to send a delegation to the con- 
ference to repesent  the1 Barbados Government. After 
the decisions of the conference have beeln reported to 
the Government, the proposals will be brought to 
the House to be discussed and finalised. 

TVe want to thank honourablei members for turn- 
ing out;  and I regret placing thein in this incon- 

1 venience. I am sorry that i t  was not foreseeable be- ' fore T\Te moved the adjoarnm~ent last Tuesday. 
/ &fr. F, L. WALCOTT : Mr. Speaker- 

hlr. SPEAKER : The honourable member cannot 1 reply- 
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a l ~ .  F. L. \YALCOTT: l am moving that the 
fluuse stallcl adjourne~I until next 'luesday. 

,\h. SL X L ~ l ~ X i Z :  'l'he ILouse autolllatically 
stand adjour~~ect. 

,\lr. F. L. \vALCOTT: The I-louse call stand 
adjourned ul~t i l  ton10rro~v. The fIouse nab on 'rues- 
day last specifically adjourned until today. 

The point about lt is this: x o  Goverllnlen: in 
the \yorld should be afraicl of hearitllg Certaill state- 
merits. The hon. Alinister luacle a statelllellt to the 
House. NIembers should be taken as men, allcl as 
children. There should not be this way in which 
things arc being con~luctect. Last Tuesclay, on the 
etre of the adjonmn~ent, we were told that this matter 
was urgent; and we were asked to come today t o  
deal with it. 1 got up alld asked, if we met 011 'I'ues- 
day instead, whether i t  mould disrupt ill any 
I am llot of the inconvenience i t  might 
have caused honourable members; but what grieves 
me, in to See that you offered a suggestion 

Tuesday and today, the hall. Minister Colues 
here with a statemellt that the Trinidad (:0uernment 
says you must hold a conference on solne matter- 
1 am not going into that matter. When a rnelnber 
comes in  here and expresses a view, I feel some sort 
of considerat.tion should be given to his suggestion. 
~f that \yere c\onel, the hon. Minister would not have 
had to get up and make a statenlent. do 
control the Government. That a meeting of the 
R.E.C. must take place before we discuss thls matter, 
is not the point which is worrying me. \That id  

worrying me is that we have been called out toda\-, 
and no\\- we are here, we can do nothillg because 
there is nothing to do. 

Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEP: I am secondiilg the 1110- 
tion for  tile aaournmeut of the House. Sir, 1, tLo, 
associate myself wit!l the sentiments of the hcrL~oor- 
able junior member for s t .  Peter. Three aeelrs ago, 
den we \+-ere handling this agreement which came 
along as a Mesage frorll the Gowmol*, there was 
a sort of rush to a Select Committee, and the 

P- 

dad, and everything is to be cloile ill ~1:ini~acl.  1 
think it ~vonld be well if the hon. Minister tell us 
today, a14 that he k n o ~ ~ s  abont this ~~zatter .  I do llot 
believe he hiinself is wilinliy trying to hold bacli 
znything. I believe that, in corroboration with th s  
Government, he has taken this decision, and he is i n  
duty bound to ablcle by that decision. You hare 
told us that this matter 11-as ilnportai~t and that Tve 
should come back ancl deal with it. h:o~v that TTe 
come back to deal with it, yon are telling us thaz 
in the Agreeinent, yoa have found a lot of holes 
Maybe, solnebody has let out so~nethii~g ~vhich is 
going to be question~cl. If that is so, why can't you 
tell US? YOU come hem toilay, and you make a 
statement 011 it, and because of the proceldure of the 
House, you cannot reply. 

Sir, when you have a matter of importance to 
the people of this colony, and yon want us to come 
out in our time, we come out. You brought thie matter 
heTe, three Tl-eeks ago, and said, had to deal with 
i t  by a time. you summoned 
(1 ,think it lTas at 1 o, cloclr,) to do something which 

you had put into my hands a day before. I had to 
appeal to the Clerk about it. IIowever, the meeting 
did not take place because of the lack of quorunl. I 
i~izderstood that it was the instructions of the Minis- 
ter to the Clerk, to send out the summons for that 
me'eting bp hand. I had to tell the Clerk that .when 
I ,received my notice, it was time for the meeting. 
I-Iowever, this meetiilp war so important, that a 
Select Committee of nl~mbers of the Government 
bench met and drafted the reply; and wants us to 
come into the HOLIS~ and agree to that. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: Mr. Cpeaker,-I ~ ~ ~ 1 s t  object 
to that statenient. I t  was not a Comlnittee of the &v- 
etrnment The Committee was eolnprised of 
the Leader of the Opposition, the Hon. Leader 

the Independellt Opossition, alld I may say myself. 
None of those hen. members are of the Barbados 
Labour or of the Government ~ e n c h .  

next day, I believe 1 correct to say, we, the meal- 
bers of the Select Cominittec were asked to come 
alld give collsicleration to the Message. I think i t  
wafi a goocl thing at the time, that we did not get a 
quorum. It  was Iookcd upon as a matter of urgellcy. 
While 1 ail1 not attaching ally blame to the lion. 
Minister, he clefinitely said then, that the matter 
had to be considerecl by a certain time. I am sayillg 
that in a matter of this magnitude, certainly menl- 
bers of the Opposition require sollle tinw to clea! 
with it ; certainly, we could not deal wit11 it prop- 
erly the next day. I appre(*iate that the hen.  in- 
inter is in a cliff~cult position. 1 do not lnean to be 
offensive, when I say that in a matter of this sort, 
the average layma~u ~vonlcl have to get actual advice 
on it. You are saying now, you must meet ill Trini- 
dad; and p u s t  have further discussion on this 
matter first. What I am suggesting to him now, is, 
there are going to be so many t h i n s  nlhich the 
Opposition is going to ask in this matter, that i t  
would be 'better if you had the views of the xvhole 
House on it, before you go to Trinidad to discuss it. 
Come in here, tell us something about i t ;  and let 
us give you our views abont it. We are going to 
ask some pertinent questions: and x-e expect them to 
be answered. I think it 11-oulcl be better for the Alin- 
ister to know that Barbadians are not going to sit 
as any tom-fools, ancl acccqlt aaythiilg without asking 
a question. \jT.l'h;v call't we kllolr ererythillg on thi3 
matter ~ I O T ~ - ?  IS thi;l another racket like B.1T.I.A. ? 
Tell us what .on IC~OIT ~ b o ~ ~ t  i t  before you go to 
Trinidad. \ve have been told that we have to sit and 
allow every possible discussioil to be carried 011 in  
,Trinidad. The Company is to be (registered in Trini- 

4.35 Pm. 
Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: If the hon. Minister 

choose to say so, k:e can. 
The hon. Minister comes in here and says, "I 

am only going to make a statement," and in this- 
statement he has been a b o ~ e  board, by telling us 
what are his reasons for the postponement. I quite 
agree with my colleague, and I believe that any 
reasonable member of the Government who is not 
a figure head, or any member of the 130u.s~ can think 
for himself n-ill Lay, we hare placed before us a 
twelve-pago document relat iv~ to a matter of great 
l~nportance. The public is told scumething, the some- 
thing goes wrong apparently; and I should like to 
know, if this would be the habit of the Government, 
that as sooil as there is a Conference in Trinidad, 
you give us an Order Paper dealing with seven or 
eight items and then wait until midnight or  after one 
  o'clock in the morning, and then rush somethiag 
through. The public must be suspicious about that. 
(Hon. If. E. COX: The Opposition is stronger than 
the Government.) The Opposition is stronger than 
the Government morally. What is the point of the 
hon. Minister saying that we cannot deal with this 
matter. becansr of something they \yere told from 
Trinidad; I feel. the hen. Minister should say, that 
while nlay agree to finalise this matter .this 
af ter~~oon,  it ~yonl~l  he illfinitely better llow that 
the House is able to deal with the matter, to let us 
go carefully into it. The hone Minister reserves his 
r-rgh"cto reply to  any questions which are asked. He 
should be glad to tage the matter back to the Gov- 
ernment; and the people ill Trinidad would be able 
to see what the people in  Barbados want to know. l 
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say, with the greatest respect to the hon  Mialsler, 
t ha t  merely to make a statemelit and shut don11 this 
-111attei-, and hope to come back at twelve o'clock sollle 
rtight, when all members are tired, and t ry  to rush 
it through the Ilouse, is neither the correct nor the 
honest thing to do. I r a n t  to assure the hon. ;\iiill~- 
ter of this; this is EL matter ~vhich is ellgaging the 
the attention of the general public. 

Mr. SPEAIGEIIi: The hoa. member will avoid 
making mention of the matter, because it is not be- 
fore the House. 

Mr. E. D. I say, the matter 
~v!i~ch the hon. member is asking to be postponed, is 
a matter of great the importance I am sure, 'the hen. 

that when I offer it h 
itothing personal where he is concerned. When I want 
Z deal with him, I will do so. I appreciate the eir- 
c m t a n o e s  surrounding the matter; because to me. 
it is rather eomp'ex.- I have had to ask and gather 
.knayledge frcm the more kno~~;leclgeable people in a 
rr;atter,aff +& sort; and 1 do say today, that each and 
tyery hon. member of this Chamber should have the 
tims h let the know how they 

-&bout this matter, so that in turn  he could take the in- 
formation <back to his Government. I n  that case, wi:< 11 

representatives go to  Trinidad, they would b2 
aware of the of the I should to 
say here, that when they go to a Conference, nd one 
will think that all the ability for spotting the little 
loop-holes rests with the Government Beach. There- 
flore, when you have your discussions, criticisms and 
observations, those you feel are constructive 
you deal with, and those which you feel are otherwise 
you discard; but I sav because vou llave )-our i:u,,l- 
bers, do not say "W; 'start you"off at  tllree o'clock 
in  the afternoon, and at  ten o'clock, or ten tbirly 
o'clock you tired, and we will rush it, througl1." 

Mr. Speaker, those are my views. 1 hope this will 
llot be the last matter Tf~hich tell& to us with 
Federation; and I hope, in future, whell matters of 
this sort come up, we will be given the opportunity 
to express our views, so that other TTiest Indian 
colonies will know what we feel. I have much pleas- 

in seconding the motion for the adjournment 
the House; but I regret very much, that the honour- 
able Ministers did not consult us before we came in 
here. This is a n  indication to let this shipping com- 
pany believe, that you are the lords, and that you 
have nobody else to rLckon with; but the day is ccm- 
ing, when the position will be otherwise. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: I want to appeal to 
honourable members to control their tempers. When 
the Government asked honourable members- to come 
back here this afternoon, they did so in  all good 
fsith, honesty and integrity. The honourable janior 
member for St. Peter very well knows, that some- 
times when you are at  the point of concludir~~ a 
matter, some point arises, and that holds up  the 
whole proceedings. 
4 45 p.m. 

Last night a cable was received by the Govern- 
ment in connection with the problem that has arisen 
i n  these negotiations, which problem is of so seriaus 
a nature that the Government of Trinidad had aslied 
tlie other G~overiiments concerned to send represents- 
tives to meet in Trinidad 011 T3Tednesday the 27th. 
On Tuesday last, we thought that we mould have 
been able t o  have this matter thrown open for dis- 
cussion this afternoon, but in these circamstances, 
me caniiof, do so becansr TV(. are not in a position to 
finalise the matter. We lmow the Barbadian tempera- 
ment and his love I"ov criticisms; and someone might 
say something which might further pre judic~ the 
negotiations. Therefore we thought i t  best to post- 
pone i t  further. 
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The 31st of October is still the deadline. We sre  
hopiag that the delegates will come back on Thurs- 
clby, alld lve hope that the House will come back on 
F'riday so that we can finalise the matter. Those who 
clo not lvant t c  beliere us, do ,lot have to. But  I 
 orp prised at  tlre ho11. senior member for the City who 
c~~spects  something in every action. There is nothing 
sinister about this. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I object to' that. If that 
is the hone mem,ber7s way of thinking, it is not mine. 
1. have not said anything about suspecting anyithing. 
I have made i t  quite clear that 1 accept everything 
tllat the ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~  said lvhat I said was to the 
effect, that while 1 accepted what you have said, it 
l>?ight have beell bettor, because of the mapitude of 
the matter that we to discuss, and because it 
hinges amund and would be a long and 
prbtracted debate, i t  might havs been better to dis- 
PUSS all phases of the matter The Government 

'lot have needed to to-da~.  I am sure 
that what lye are going to discuss is what we have 
spdtrd-- 

Mr. sPEAI(BR : Tile hen. member has made 
ePxplanatim. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY. The Hon. Minister should 
not accuse me of being suspicious. There is nothing 
that T am afraid to tell any of them. 

Mr. SPEAKER': The hon. member has made 
enough 

Hen. Dr. H. G. CUi%$MINS: The hon. member 
faid repeatedly that -eve might come here some night 
when the Opposition is tired, or h w  gone, and push 
this thmugh. I said that the delegates were to return 
Gn Thursday, and the Gcvernmellt hoped that hon  

could come back on Friday. Inasmuch as 
eTel=Yone realises the importance of a matter of this 
?'Ort the point view of possible employment, 
tranrhipment of CalXO, etc. I t  is llot advisable that it 
~110uld be put before the House before the point that 
'las arisen is 

BTr. LEWIS:  I am very disappointed a t  the 
2 ~ ~ 1 1  this matter has taken to-day. I f  any matter 
'other than this had been discussed at  this meet- 
ing to-day I ~vould have objected it. 

BZr. SPEAKER: There was never any intentioll 
to raise any other m@tter. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Speaker,-In that respect, this 
meeting was conducted wrongly from the start, because 
the Clerk was asking for papers to be laid,  government 
Notice etc. which is not done a t  a special mleeting. 
What I find strange is this: we have seen from the 
Governor's Deputy's Message that the British Gov- 
crnment is contributing money to this scheme. Ob- 
viously all the legal brains of Great Britain would 
have to go through the matter and give; their advice 
to the Colonial Office as to whether i t  is a scheme 
to which they should contribute S110,00O1. We also 
have legal brains in the West Indies who may be 
cven better than those in  &eat Britain. The next 
thing is to find the Government saying that  this was 
an urgent matter, and then corring last Tuesday and 
doing items 7 and 11 on the Order Paper and leav- 
ing out the consideration of this Message. The next 
development is, that m7e are asked to come here to-day 
to  a special meeting to discuss this matter. To-day 
one member af the Government has said that he got 
a cable yesterday, and another has %aid that  the cable 
came last night. 

What I feel is, that hon. members could have 
been contacted by phone if i t  were too late to put  
a liotice in  the Press, or the notice could have gone 
oTer Rediffusion apologising to members, and explain- 
ing that the matter could not be dealt with this eve- 
ning. Your Honour could then have come. (or if % 
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were inconvenient for Your Honour I would have 
come) and adjourned the House until next Tuesday. 
The Government should have let us know. They 
should not have caused us to leave nork, rush home 
and rush back here to find this out. 

Barbadians have been blamed for keeping this 
thing back in its initial stages. I t  has gone forth to 
the world that we \$ere against the scheme from 
early. I11 all the islands the people Itnew what naa 
happening; in Barbados v-e knew nothing about i t  
except in a hazy manner that some service ~vould be 
provided. I t  would seem to me that the Eegional Eco- 
i~omic Coininittee needs some serious attention. I l n ~ o ~ v  
it is not an organisation that meets ~t-th the entire 
approval of the Leader of the Governnlent. There 
was one single Money Resolution that he was manly 
enough to let lapse, and that was a &solution in 
connection with the E.E.C. Other Resolutions, no 
matter how untimply, were alnays pushed through. 
I am referring to the Resolutioiz in conizectioon with 
t?te R.E.C. disaster in Canada. 

I a111 very disappointed. I a111 at a loss to know 
born a matter can get this far  and we cannot hear 
scmething about it even only what is in the Message. 
We should be told. I am not convinced in my mind 
t i ~ a t  so113ething has occurred which cannot be told t3 
the people of this colony. We mere told on Tuesday 
that the other Governments had signed this agree- 
],lent already. The IIon. Minister of Con~manications 
anid they had Finance Committees who ceuld sign 
the agreement and who had signed it, and that the 
Barbados Government was the only one who Uad 
i7ot signed it. We pointed out t o  those nnmbskulls 
the fact that the Trinidad Legislature was in recess 
~ i l d  wo@d 1wt be $ssembling until tonlorrow 
'(Friday). This is the kind of thing that r e  get. I 
trronder how many things have been rushed through 
vihich would not have been rushed tlrough if they 
]lad had to stop and re-consider th.111. Xnst K ?  

;.ccept this kind of work from this Governi~lent 2 We 
cannot even be told now that the date will be put  
forward. It shows plainly that the company has put 
R trick upon them. 
4 55 p.m. 

What is the objects of telling us these things? 
This makes us feel that these things should definitely 
~ o t  be conducted behind closed doors. We do not 
know what we loose. I am saying that this is a most 
lamentable display by this Government. I feel, that 
the courtesy should have been extended to hon. 
members to prevent them from coming here today, 
unless they themselves wanted to come. We should 
~ n l y  have come i n  a formal manner tro let Your 
Honour a d j ~  the House until next Tueqday. They 
invest everything with secrecy, so as  to give them 
some iniportance. They said, that we m'ust meet and 
finalise i t  today. Now that we have come here, they 
s,ay, we cannot deal with the matter. We cannot be 
told what has taken place. The hon. member cannot 
,-yen say, that up to this poiqt, this is all that I can 
fell you, but something has wcurred otherwise. which 
1 cannot disclose pet. You could have moved consid- 
eration of the matter and said that and then i t  could 
have Aken adjourned. 

Mr. Speaker, everybody in the street of other 
Colonies knows something of this service. We hav? 
heard, that Barbados is not going aiong with the 
conditions. We have sent somebody on a joy-ride to 
a r ea t  Britain 011 this matter; and i t  is beconiiiig 
too much' of a joke. There must have been millions 
of agreements like this. \That is wrong with thia 
matter? I know the cornpally is not a t  fault. The 
company is still accepting the contract on the same 
date. Probably the various Governments concerned, 

now ~ v a n t  this nlatter calculated on a population 
Lasis. Some colonies want it calculated on the Re- 
venue of the colony; leaving out the Oil revenue. 
However, I am glad to hear, that the Barbados Gov- 
ernment IS critical about the nlatter. I hope, llleillDers 
cP this Government will get just as critical about 
other tllings. Certainly, Mr. Speaker, soine courtesj. 
nmssage should have been sent out by the Mon. Minis- 
ter of Communications, to tell hon. members that Gov- 
ernment would not be able t o  proceed with this 
biatter today. Certainly, you should not wait un- 
ti! you said prayers, to say that you could not tell us 
anything on this matter. Certainly, ihere was no 
iteaessity for us to come. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I just want to reply to t h e e  
little points. First, the hon. qen. member for the City, 
eaid, he has a lot of questions to ask on this matter. 
I want to appeal to him, to adopt the practice -+~bieh 
5s carried out in England, i n  so far as acquaint~ng 
tke Minister as  to what the questions are. (A VOICE : 
'S-ou don't give u s  this courtesy.) First of all, I think 
the hon. member who has questions to cask on thia 
matter, should submit the questions, so that  we cadd 
get the answers ready for him. The point was, made 
by the hon. jun. member for the City as well a the 
hon. senior member, about the Government not 
notifying the House, after i t  found that the mat- 
ter could not be discussed. When I received la notice 
to that  effect, I got in touch with the Librarian and 
Secretary, and I informed him that it was not likely 
that this meeting would come off; and I suggested 
that he should get in toueh with Your %onour who 
~.iould get 1x1 touch with hon. members, t o  acyuaiilt 
thein of the development. Later I was told that a,&- 
cording to the rules of this House, so long as 'I'ortr 
Honour adjourned the House to a certain c l a ~ ~ ,  the 
House would be in duty bound to meet, and the11 be 
formerly adjourned. Let me say, there was no 
question of disconrtesy; i t  was a question of 
procedure. 

The honourable junior member for the City, 
referred to a statenlent which I made in this House 
on Tuesday night, relative to the attitude taken by 
tlie various Governments. I still maintain that I am 
right. (A VOICE: I did not say you were wr~hg . )  I 
still maintain that Barbados is the only Government, 
and perhaps, nlore particularly because cf its consti- 
tutioual setup, which has not agreed to the Agree- 
ment; because it has to he sanctioned by the Legisla- 
ture, before any Agreeinent on the behalf of this 
Government can be a decision. I am aware that the 
honourable junior member for the City has been 
educated at  Jesus College. 

Nr. LEWIS : Mr. Speaker,-Is the Iiononralsle 
Minister making a statement of fact or of ridicule? 
I do not think he s h o ~ ~ l d  be allowed to say that. 
That is purely abuse. The honoura'ble Minister knows 
very well, that I did not go t o  any College. I am 
like himself ,-an ignoramus ! 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable junior mem- 
ber for the City has interpreted the words of the 
Hon. Minister of Communications, to be words of 
ridicule ; therefore, I wonld ask the honourable Min- 
ister to vithdraw his remarks. 

I-Ion. BT. E. COX: Mr. Speaker,-The honour- 
able ~n~ember, and a few other honourable nzenlbers 
of this House, are always referring to other honour- 
able members as ignoramuses and numsk~zlls ; without 
any autho~ity at all. An objection has been raised 
about the remarks I made, bnt I vas  pointing out, 
that he is the only learned man in this IIOIIS~. IS 
he objecting to that B Sir, according to the rnles of 
the Housz, i t  is out of order to discuss anything on 
the Order Paper before the' meeting; therefore, I 
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am not prepared to debate this question before i t  
can be done. 

I am appealing to honourable members who have 
questions to ask, tot submit those questions before 
hand; so that we can give all the answers. If hon- 
ourable members want the answers to their questions 
given accurately, they should know what information 
they want in  advance, and certainly they can submit 
those questions. (MEMBERS: You cannot be 
serious about that.) Anyhow, I did make attempts 
io prevent honourable memibers from coming to 
the H~ouse; but I found that I could not do that. l 
agaill apologise to honourable members for having 
them here this afternoon. 

M ~ .  MILL,ER: what  is regrettable in this 
matter, is the attitude of the honourable Minister. 
~h~ honourable member began to 
made what he attempted to call a statement, and 1 
am particularly anxious to find out the point of view 
of the Government in this matter. If you read this 
Agreement, you will find it is a, question of eight 
meetings of the %gional Economic committee and 
the Trinidad, negotiating on behalf of 
the lhvernorcs .in the Caribbean area. The honour- 
able Minister himself resents being referred to as a 
numskull; but he refuses to give us any light on the 
matter at all. But  they will come in here, and the 
Minister will ask to ratify the agreement. There arc 
three major discrepancies in this agreement; and the 
honourable Minister himself, should be very anxious 
to hear any question which any honourable mem5er 
is advancing. He has asked us to give him 
time, by sending on questions to c t h r ~  ~ I I C  . 
I speak with some feelings of disagreements in this 
mdter .  The position is misleadng. The honourable 
Minisrer started off by saying, that he received a 
cable yesterday, and the Honourable Leader of the 
House said that the Government received a cable last 
r;ight. (Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I t  is the same day.) 
I understand that i t  is the same day; but  I cannot 
persuade myself to 'b'e carried away with the expres- 
sions of the Minister as to this question. As to  the 
question of the oil- 

Mr. SPEAKER : That is not before us. 
Mr. MILLER.: I am, speaking on the motion for 

adjournment; I am not speaking on the agreement. 
T think the honourable Minister should ha,ve taken 
the feeling of this House on this matter. I havG no 
doubt, he will go to Trinidad as another Charlie 
MaCarty. He dares not c h a n ~ e  one iota; and the11 
you will find that he will make a second statement 
to the House, under the weight of his own conceit. 
2nd remind us of the fallibility of human nature. I 
?,m not i n  a pasrition to say that this means so much ?L 

Barbados. We send our sugar to England, and the 
Ihglish ships take more of it. We are against- 

Mr. SPEAKER$: What has that got to do with 
the motion for adjournment ? 

Mr. M?ILLER: We are asking the honourable 
member to appreciate the position of the House ; and 
that the least he could do, would be to go to Trinidad 
with some understanding of what the people of Bar- 
bados feel. Sometimes, the Minister's silence per- 
suades us of his inability to understand. 1 say the 
Ieast he could do, is to get some feeling of what 
the people of Barbados would like, because it is the 
people themselves who will have to pav this money. 
If this Agreement is made, after two or three years, 
we will be held by the yoke; and I say, the least we 
could do is to have some understanding of what t h ~  
people of Barbados need. We will be asked to ratify 
this Agreement lock. stock and barrel; but the hon- 
ourable Minister himself does not undenstand the 
position. That, I repeat, is regrettable. 

;hr. E'. L. JVALCOTT: Mr. Speaker,---I have the 
right of replying; and without any attempt to reply 
at lellgth, l would like to reply to what the Honour- 
able Minister of Communications and the Hon. Minis- 
ter of Social Services have said. There was nothing ir 
my speech to indicate that Government should not 
be placed in a position to change any decision which 
i t  has previomly made. I said, it was not necessary 
for us to meet today to deal with this matter; that 

could meet on Tuesday, and if my suggestion hsu 
been agreed to, i t  would have saved all this embar- 
r.assnient. The point was made by the Honourable 
Minister of Commniiications that they were all very 
anxious about concluding this Agreement. I n  Trini- 
dad there seems to have been some dispute between 
the Minister Trade and the Regional Economic 
Committee; and a statement was made that the at- 
titude of Barbados was really against the shipping 
Service. We are more or less driven into this matter; 
and it is an price we are paging, 
for Federation. The Government of Barbados has 
agreed to do i t ;  and the Hon. Minister of Com- 
munications must realise and bear in mind that he, 
is speaking to members who understand the Con- 
stitution. 
"l5 p.m. 

The Government of Barbados can be in agree- 
ment to the ~ r o ~ o s a l  subject to the approval of the 
Legislature. I t  is not that the Barbados Government 

not the only Government that has not agreed to it. 
over the world Parliament is supreme. If any 

Wreenlellt is subjected to the will of Parliament you 
cannot make an agreement which bin& Parliament 
to do something within a specific time before the 
time 

The Minister made a statement that any question 
which an honourable member wants to ask on thia 
~ 0 i l l t  should be submitted to him. That would be re- 
ducing the debates of this Assembly to a farce. 

Mr. COX : 'I never said that any question should 
be submitted to me. 

Mr. F. L. WAIJCOTT: The honourable M,nister 
&('ems to be learning Greek. He solemnly said when 
he was replying to the honourable senior inember 
for the City7 that when i t  came to this question he 

that members would give them an opportunity 
to answer by submitting the questions. If  that were 
not done, he would have to answer the clucstioll as 
best as  he can. I t  is axiomatic that you cannot ap- 
swer as best as someone else can. 

When he brought this Message into thi* Chambe: 
i t  was his desire to deal with i t  as quickly and as 
expeditiously as possible. The Honourable Minister 
need not become ruffled now, if, owing to things 
that are beyond his control, he cannot do it. He 
~hou ld  be prepared to say, "I was wiljling to hava 
this thing done because I was told it should be 
done." Had the House acted quickly on this matter 
when i t  was first before us we would have been facecl 
now with a possible amendment. The Minister knows 
as well m the world that the matter of this agree 
ment was before the Goverment for over a year. 
This matter arose when I attended a meeting of t i l e  

R.E.C. There is no question of this being an issue 
which the Legislature has discussed. The hononrahlv 
Xinister should give the Legislature wherever the oc- 
rbsion arises, an opportunity to  be of assis ta~l~e t o  
him. 

I t  is obvious that in this matter the Trinidad 
section carried some weight. I have been t~ some of 
these meetings. This is no secret. Barbados finds it. 
difficult a t  the R.E.C. meetings to get its point of 
view put. Since the start of the organisation there 
hits never been anything that Barbados wanted speci- 



Ceally and which would 'be of use to Barbados, 
that was carried Where this shipping service is con- 
cerned Trinidaci hupported the idea and therefore 
it meant that Barbados must come along. The EIon- 
ourable Minister of Labour and the Chairman of 
the Committee had a row when the Minister said 
that Barbados was not in favour of it. So make the 
Barbados Government come up and say they art- 
in favour. 

The honourable Minister need not say that th:: 
Barbados Government has not agreed with it, because 
it has. If the Barbados Government had not agreed 
with it, it n-oulcl never have reached the Leg~slatnre. 
This is not a Crown Colony. They have agreed t. 
everything subject to the approval of the Legisla- 
ture. You do not have to be a lawyer to read the 
Constitution. Trnclcr our constitutional set-up Parlia- 
ment becomes supreme. That is what I pointed out 
to the 'Minister when he said that I was a know-all. 
TIy job iliakes me have to 'be a how-all  or I would 
be no use to the community. We know that the Trini. 
dad Go~crnnicnt is subject to the same thiiig - 
c~entua l  approval by the Legislature. 

'In reply to the Honourable Minister I would 
like to state-I will not clall vulgar names altho~lgh 
he is the first to call people vulgar names. I f  we 
had a dictaphone to record what he says sometimes 

in this House, he would be ashamed of it. If the hon- 
ourable Minister is dealing with such a document as 
the one before the House, there must be certain 
things, about i t  on which he has information that 
he can give t6 us. If an honourable member asks a X 
Minister a question that is outside his province it, 
is obvious that he would not be able to reply. I r  
the question is within the Minister's province h(: 
should reply if he knows the answer. I f  Le does nzst 
know the reply he can say so. 

'It is regrettable that a Government constituted , 
like the Barbados Government should have to follow 
Trinidad's lead. Trinidad has no party system, nor 
have the Windward Islands. I n  those places the 
Governor has more power than the Governor has in 1 
Barbados. 'If this Government had had the oppor- 
tunity of hearing the views of this Chamber on the r : 
issue they are going to discuss in Trinidad, i t  might 
have helped them. Anyhow I leave it to the divine 
wisdom of the Ministers; but when they come back 
liere they will have to shoulder the blame for I 

whatever happens. 4k 
The question that the House do now adjourn 

u~it i l  Tuesday next, the 25th inst. at 3 o'clock p.m. was 
put and agreed, and Mr. Slpeaker adjourned tbe 
House accordingly. 
5.30 p.m. 




