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THE 

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFLCIAL REPORT) 

SEBSION 1 9 M  

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 2nd August, 1955. 1 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem- 

bly met at  3 o'clock p.m. to-day 
Preselzt : 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS, (Speaker) , 
IIon. G. H. ADAMS, C.M.G., &.C., B.A., (Premier) ; 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CDMMINS, M.D., C.M., (Minister 
of Social Services) His Honour Mr. A. E. S. L m s ,  
(Deputy Speaker) ; Hon. M. E. Cox, (~Yhister  of 
Communimtiolzs, Works and Housing) ; Mr. L. E. 
SMITEC, J.P., (Chaimzw of Comrr/dfitses) ; Mr. F. L 
W m w ,  O.B.E., Hon. R. G. MAPP, (Minister of 
Trade, Inldhlstry and Labour) ; Mr. V. B. VAUQHAN, 
Hon. C. E;. TALMA, (Minister of Ag&oulture, Lamfls 
and Fishleries) and Mr. d. C. TUDOR, M.A. 
Prayers were read. 

MINUTES I 
Mr. SPEAKER: I have the hmour to inform 

the House that the Minuks of the meetings held on 
the 26th and 31st of May, 1955, respectfully, have 
been printed and circulated amongst hon. mcmbera 
Unless there be any objection- 

Mr. F.-L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I am not 
raising any objection, but  I would like to draw to 
your attention that a very unsatisfactory state of 
affairs has occurred in that I have not received even 
an  Order Paper for to-day's meeting. I would likt 
to draw that to Your Honour's attention so that it 
would not occur again. Yester3ay was a Bank Holi 
day but that should not be any excuse for hon. menl. 
bers not getting their Order Papers. I have had to 
ask the Deputy Speaker to Bend me his Order Paper. 
I am just drawing this matter to Your Honour's 
attention so that you can take the necessary actlon 
So far  as I am concerned, I have no Papers to deal 
with any matter at  all to-day. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I will make an enquiry into 
t.hat matter. If there is no objection, these Minutes 
will be taken as read and confirmed. (After 0 
pmme). There being no objection these Minut.39 
are taken as read and confirmed. 

DOCUMENT S 
Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 

the House that I have received the following letter 

from the Auditor of the Sugar Industry Agricultural 
Bank :- 

28th July, 1955. 
His Honour K. N. R. Husbands, 

Speaker, 
The House of Assembly, 

Pnblic Buildings, 
Bridgetown. 

Sir, 
I wish to offer myself for  re-appointment as 

Auditor of the Sugar Industry Agricultural Bank 
for the year commencing 1st July, 1955 under thz 
Section 4 (7) (1) of the Act. 

I have the honour to be, 

Yours faithfully, 
P. D. MC. DERMOTT. 

I have also received the following letter from 
the Acting Chief Secretary. 

Chief Secretary's Office, 
Barbados. 

25th July, 1955. 
Sir, 

With reference to my letter No. 8249/3 of the 
20th November, 1953, notifying you that the post 
of Fourth Clerk a t  the Table of the House of Com- 
mons had been created with the special duty of. 
advising Colonial Legislatures, a t  their request, on 
matters of procedure, I am directed to inform you 
that according to present plans Mr. Lidderdale, tht  
E'ourth Clerk, will visit the Windward Islands for 
about two months from towards the end of January, 
1956, to give talks to members of Legislative Coun 
cils on parliamentary procedure. 

2. If you wish to take advantage of Mr. Lid 
derdale's presence in  the area to seek his advice 011 

matters of parliamentary procedure, I should be 
glad if you would let me know as early as possible 
so that arrangements for  his tour may be CO-ordin 
sted. 

I am, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
E. S. BURROWES, 

Acting Chief Secretary. 
IIis Honour, 

The Speaker, 
House of Assembly. 



PAPERS LAID I The Message is as follows .- 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I am com- 
manded by His Excellency to lay the following 
Papers :- 

Message No. 18/1955 from His Excellency the 
Acting Governor to the Honourable the House of 
Assembly forwarding the text of a R_esolution passed 
by the Leginlative Coul~cil of St. Lucia in connec- 
tion with the fire at  Soufriere, St. Lucia. 

The Messagre is as follows. 

MESSA1C.E NO. l8/1955 I 
H& Ezoellency T h e  A c t k g  Governor 

T o  
The  ~ o n o u r a : b l e  House Of Assembly 

His Eycellency the Acting Governor has the hon 
our to inform the Hunourable the I-iouse of Assembly 
that the following Resolution which was passed by the 
Legislative Coqpcil of St. Lucia has been received 
from the Administrator of that Colony: 

"WHEREAS on the 9th June, 1955 a sub- 
stantial part osf the town of Soufriere was utterly 
destroyed by fire, as  a result of which. approxi- 
mately 2,400 men, women and children lost their 
homes and all their ~ossessions: 

"AND WHEREAS this disaster caused a 
situation of great distress and hardship neces- 
sitating the introduction of emergency relief 
measures on a scale quite beyond the immediate 
resources of this Colony ; 

"AND WHEREAS it has been noted with 
prof,ound gratitude that the governments charl- 
table and relief organisations and people of the 
neighbouring territories at once made the most 
magnificent efforts to send supplies and cash 
donations to the Government of this Colony and 
to the St. h c i a  Branch of the British Red Crosr 
Society to assist a t  this hour of need; 

"AND WHEPEAS the Government and the 
British Red Cross Society of Trinidad played a 
very special part in the provision, transport anti 
organisa,tion of the relief supplies ; 

"BE I T  FCESObVED that this Council, on 
behalf of the Government and people of St. Lucia, 
records its high appreciatioa and grateful thankc 
to all those concerned for their great generosity 
and ready assistance at this difficult time; 

"AND B E  I T  FURTHER RESOLVED that 
a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
Governments of Antigua, Barbados, British 
Guiana, Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica, Montser 
rat, St. Vinsent and Trinidad, with a request 
that they convey to the officials, bodies, organisa- 
tions and individuals concerned the sentiments 
expressed in this Resolution. 

"Passed this 1st day of July, 1955." 

R. N. TURNER, 
Acting Governor, 

(Government House, 
Barbados. 

2nd August, 1955. 
Message No. 19/1955 froin His Excellency the 

Acting Governor to the Hononrable the House of 
Assembli regarding t h  reformation of the West 
anilia Regiment. 

RIESSAG-E NO. 19/1955 
The Holzowable the  HOW^ of AssembLy 

T o  
l ' k e  Hor~ourbDle the  House of dsse))tbly 

His Nxcellency the .Acting Governor has the hon- 
our to  inform the Honourable the House of Assembly 
that, as indicated in the Five Year p lw ,  for 1952-57, 
the question of the Isllzwad making a contribution to 
wards the establishment of a local ivlilitary b'orce in  
the Caribbean has been under eonsidera,tion for some 
time. 

2. The acceptance by the \Vest lndian terri- 
tories of the primary responsibility for  internal secur- 
ity by means of local forces would seem to be a 
uatural corollary of the progress of these territories 
towards Federation and their aspirations tow'ards full 
self-govermnelel~t. I he proposal to re-form the West 
India PXgiment, as set out in the attached desGatch 
from the Secretary of State for the Colonies dated 
the 11th October, 1954, is intended to provide the 
Caribbean area with an adequate security force to 
discharge this responsibility. 

3. I n  paragraph 14 of his despatch the Secre- 
tary of State expressed the hope that the scale of 
contribution towards the annual maintenance costs 
of the Regiment would be not less than one per cent. 
of the annual revenue of each participat&g terri- 
tory. As a result of exchange of correspondence with 
this Government, however, he has agreed that the pro- 
posals in the despatch may be submitted to the Hon- 
ourable begislature on the basis of a financial con- 
tribution by Barbados of one per centum of annual 
revenue less the cost of the Barbados Regiment. It is 
estimated that, on this basis, this Island's annual 
contribution would Ije in the vicinity of $66,000. I n  
addition Barbados would be expected to meet a share 
of the cost of non-effective benefits (pensions and 
gratuities) arising from service of Barbadians in the 
West India Regiment. The question of the continued 
existence of the Barbados Regiment would be re- 
viewed after the new Force had 'b'ecome establiihed. 

4. The Honourable House is invited to approve 
that this Island should accept its share of the cost 
of the West India Regiment on the basis mentioned 
in paragraph 3 of this Message. 

5. The Honourable House is also invited to 
agree 
(1) that the War 0 6 c e  should be request- 

ed to raise the West India Regiment 
and control i t  as the agent of the par- 
ticipating Governments ; 

(2) that the necessary legislative basis for 
the establishment. maintenance and dis- 
cipline of the West India Regiment 
should be provided Ijy an Act of Par- 
liament in the United Kinadom. 

R. N. TURNER, 
Acting Governor. 

Government House, 
I Barbados, 

30th July, 1955. 
(M.P. - 7481 Vol. 111) 

Report of the Comptroller for Development and 
Welfare in the West Indies for 1954. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I am commanded to lay 
the following : 

Message No. 20/1955 from His Excellency the 
Acting Governor to the Honourable the House ot 
Assembly negarding a likely offer to Barbados of 
technical Assistance by the Foreign Operations Ad- 
ministration of the United States Government. 



The Message is as  follow^:- 

MESSAGE NO. 20/1955 

His Ezcellency the Acting Governor 
To 

The Holzowrable the House of Assembly 

His Excellency the Acting Governor has t h , ~  
honour to inform the H_onourable the House ut' 
Assembly that it is understood that technical assist 
ance may shortiy be offered to Barbados, and to cer- 
tain other British Caribbean territories, by the For- 
eign Operations Administration of the United S t a t ~ s  
Government. This assistance will probably take the 
Eorm of a visib, by a team of four or five agricultur~! 
experts, who will advise on means of increasing local 
food production. The team will probably be cor~l- 
posed Gf an  agricultural economist, an  economic. 
botanist, a market-garden specialist, a soil Burveyor, 
and perhaps an expert on animal nutrition. 

2. Although this is not yet certain, i t  is probable 
that the financial liability of Barbados will be limited 
to provision of office space and equipment, secretarial 
help, assistant personnel, and local travelling expemes. 

3. I n  view of the great benefit to be expected 
from the proposed visit, and the smallness of the 
probable expense, His Excellency proposes, if th<> 
assistance should be offered on substantially the terms 
expected, and unless the Honourable the House of 
Assembly dissents, to accept the offer and to enter intL 
an  agreement accordingly. I n  thait went  the expenszs 
of the visit will be met from funds voted under 
Head XXI, Department of Science and Agriculture, 
Item 44, Contingencies. 

R. N. TURNER. 
Acting Governor. 

Government House, 
Barbados, 

2nd August, 1955. 

{M.P.C. 416) 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I am commanded to lay the 
following :- 

Statement of Post Office Advanws for payment 
-f Money Orders to 30th April, 1955. 

The Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic (Amend- 
msnt) Regulations, 1955. 

REPLY 

Reply to Question No. 10 asked by the hon. 
jun. member for St. Peter regarding the Sugar 
Industry funds : 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 
Gove~nmetbt Notices wwe g i ~ e n  as follows :-- 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Resolution to place thz 

sum of $10,300 at  the disposal of the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee to supplement the Estimates 
1955-56, Part  I ,  Current, as shown in  the Supple- 
mentary Estimate 1955-56 No. 15 which forms the 
Schedule to the Resolution. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Resolution to place the sum 
of $1,500 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu- 
tive Committee to supplement the Estimates 1955-56, 
Part  11, Capital, as shown in the Supplementary 
Est,imate 1955-56 No. 16 which forms the Schedule 
to the Resolution. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Resolution to approve the 
"Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic (Amendment) 
Regulations, 1955. " 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
give notice of my intention to move the House into 
Committee of Supply at  the next meeting to deal 

with the Resolutions of which notice has just been 
given. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
give notice of my intention to move the adjournment 
of the House after tea for five minutes to discuss a 
matter of very grave public importance; namely, 
the question of bus transportation of the colony. 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. J. C. TUDOR: To enquire of the Minister 
of Education :- 

Is  the Minister aware of the dissatisfaction 
teaused by the decision to direct the Staffs of Second- 
s ry  Schools to superintend Public Examinations 
away from their Schools? 

Will the Minister state whether this has been 
done as an economy measure? 

Would the Minister state what financial saving 
is envisaged by the employment of teachers in Gov- 
ernment Aided Secondary Schools in having them 
invigilate a t  G. C.E. Xxaminations ? 
To Enquire of the Minister of Education: 

1. Is the Minister aware of the  very low wages 
paid to Janitors and Janitresses employed in Schools 
throughout the island? 

2. I s  the Minister further atware that one h n i -  
tress employed a t  a School in St. Lucy earns only 
twenty-five (25) dollars for a whole term's work? 

3.  Is the Minister further aware that no pro- 
vision is made for these persons during School Holi- 

I days and that, consequently they suffer severe hard- 
ships? 

Will the Minister take immediate steps to remedy 
this state of affairs both by increasing the salaries 
and providing holidays' pay ? 

To enquire of the Minister of Health:- 
1. Will the Minister state how many infants 

under five (5)  years have died from Malnutrition in 
the past year? 

2. Will the Minister disclose what percentage 
of the totad infant mortality this figure represents? 

3 .  Will the Minister therefore consider a 
Scheme for the free distribution of Concentrated 
Frui t  Juices and Cod Liver Oil to all children under 
five (5) years? 

To enquire of the Minister of Health :- 
l. Will the Minister state how long has the 

General Hospital been witbout a Specialist Anaesthe- 
tist P 

2. Will the Minister further state how many 
patients of that Hospital have died under anaesthc. 
tic i n  the past year? 

3.  Will the Minister take immediate steps to 
secure the services of a Specialist Anaesthetist? 

To enquire of the Minister of Labour :- 
l. I s  the Minister actually aware that therz 

are now over half million jobs available in  Great 
Rritain ? 

2.  I s  the Minister aware that the Government 
policy of requiring people to find employment before 
loans are advanced is an effective barrier to Emi- 
gration ? 

3 .  Will the Minister therefore endeavour to 
seek contracts for Barbadian workers with prospec 
tive English employers? 

VACANT POST OF CLERK 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before the business of the day 
is done, I should like to acquaint hon. members of 



the position with respect to the vacancy of Clerk 0': 
the House. 

I n  1921 subsequent to notifying the House of the 
death of the Clerk, Mr. C. P. Bowen, at a meeting of 
the 25th October, 1921, a Select Committee was a?- 
pointed to "define the duties of the Clerk and of the 
Deputy Clerk of the House and to make such recom- 
nlendations as they might think fit with regard to the 
salaries of those Officers which they might deem advis- 
able. ' 

The Committee under the Chairmanship of Sir 
Charles Pitcher Clarke reported on the 8th of Novem- 
ber. 

After reciting their terms of reference the Com- - 
mittee said :- 

l .  That the Clerk and the Deputy Clerk should 
each a, duly qualified Barrister or Solici 
tor. 

2 .  That the Clerk be in attendance at his Office 
in the Public Buildings on Mondays, Wed- 
nesdays and Fridays from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

3. That the Deputy Clerk shall render such 
assistance to the Clerk as the latter mav 
reasonably require and in the case the 
Deputy Clerk shall at  any time be dissatis- 
fied with respect to any demand for service 
made upon him by the Clerk he shall be 
entitled to refer the matter to the Speaker 
whose decisions shall be final. 

4. That the Salary of the Clerk be £400 alloy 
that of the Deputy Clerk $150 per annum. 

5 .  That an appointment to the Post of Clerir 
be made without any further delay, and 
also to the Post of Deputy Clerk if neces- 
sgv .  

This was the first time that stipulations were 
made that a legal man should be Clerk or Deputy 
Clerk. Consequently of the five applications for th? 
Post of Deputy Clerk (inasmuch, as Mr. F. A. kiayne 
desired to stand for Clerk) two of the applicants 
Mr, J. TT. Parris and Nr. TIerbert Emtage were 
ruled as ineligible for the post. 

At the meeting of 8th November, 1921, Mr. F! A. 
Layne was appointed Clerk and Mr. H. C. Sealy 
Deputy Clerk. 

In  1936 Mr. G. L. Taylor having resigned as 
Clerk on 27th October, the House appointed a Com- 
mittee with the same terms of reference of that of 
1921. The Committee presented its report on the 10th 
November. The Rkport stated :- 

l. The Committee recommend that the duties 
of the Clerk should be as hereunder defined: 

(a) That the Clerk and the Deputy Clerk of 
the House should each be a duly qualified 
Barrister or Solicitor. 

(b) That the Salary of the Clerk should be 
£500 per annum payable monthly. 

(c)  That the Clerk should discharge the duties 
and in addition he should perform any duties 
required of him by the Speaker. 

(d) That the Clerk should attend daily at  his 
office in the Public Buildings from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. except Saturdays and Bank Holi 
days, a.nd such vacations as may be granted 
him by the Speaker. 

2. The Committee further recommend that 
the consideration of the duties of the Deputy' Clerk 
shall be postponed until later in the current session 

Th'e House accepted the Report of the Select 
Committee and Mr. D. L. Sarjeant was appointed on 
the 10th November, 1936. 
3.35 p.m. 

REAPPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR 
S.I.A.B. 

Hon. G. H. IIDAMS: Mr. Speaker, if I am, in 
order, before Order No. 1 is called I should like to 
ask leave of this House to propose that Mr. P. D. MC. 
Dermott be re-appointed as Auditor of the Sugar 
Industry Agricultwal Bank fkom 1st July. 

Mr. LEWISI: I beg to second that. 
The quesltiom that Mr. P. D. i ic .  Derwott be 

re-appoirzted as Auditor of thei Sugar Industry Agri- 
cultz~ral Bank was put and resolved i m  the1 affirmattve 
z~.ithol~t Uiuiiion. 

i PETROLEUM REGULATIONS 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the Hon. Premier:- To move 
the passing of the following Resolution :- Resolutior 
to sanction the Regulations entitled The Petroleurr: 
(Amendment) Regulations, 1954. 

Hon. G. H. A.DAM.S : This Order has been on 
the Order Paper since November last ylear; It is 
the last of all the proposals for increas,ed taxation to 
provide money for the Five Year Plan. A sub- 
committee of the Executive Committee met and made 
suggestions as to stamp duties, water w o r k  etc.; 
and one of their recommendations was that the money 
payable under the Regulations of the Petrolem Act 
1892 should be doubled and rounded off. If hon. 
members will refer to sectioil 2 of the Regulations 
they will see that Regulation 13 of the principal 
Regulations is hereby amended as follows :- 

" (a) in sub-regulation (2) for the words "five 
pounds" appearing in the eighth and last 
lines thereof, there shall be p1ubatitut14 
the words " 6fty dollars" 

Honourable members will also see that they 
have changed "two pounds" to "twenty dollars"' ; thr 
amendment reads .as follows : 

" (b) in sub-regulation (3) for the words "two 
pounds" appearing in b o a  the ultimate 
and penultimate lines thereof, there shall 
be substituted the words "twenty dollars; ' 
respectively. " 

, The matter has been held up for a long tikne 
because interested parties concerned in this matter 
of selling gasolene, have approached the Govern- 
ment and mggested that progress in  the sale of g m  
elene was a little hard. '&is has been since November 
last year; and the Government felt that they would 
2econsider the issue. However the objection hasl been 
subsequently withdrawn, so that I am now asking 
the House to approve of these Regulations on the 
ground that, as far as I know, the people w b  will 
be hit by the increased taxation have no objection 
to these Regulations. The sub-comtmittee of which 
the chief members were the Hon. Minister of a m -  
munications and the Hon. Minister of Social Sew 
vices mlade several recommendations for the col- 
lecting of money to finance the Five Year Plan(, and 
this is  one of them. 

I do not know if I can say anything more. I 
believe that this is the last of the recommendatiom 
for what one might oall minor efforts (mch as i n m e  
tax, additional taxation on rum et cetera) which wt. 
have dipped our hands into for the purpose of pro- 
ducing additional revenue. 

Hon. M. E. (CIOX: I beg tol second that. 
I Mr. SMITH : Mr. Speaker, the hon. Introducer 
has just said that the people concerned in this gaso- 
lene businass have altogether agreed to the increase. 
Well, as one would know. I am also interested as one 
of the sellers; and I would not object on the ground 
that I have agreed to the policy of the Five Year Plan 
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and to the increase4 taxatioii. If I did not object 
to it, that would be miy reason as a repreaentative of 
the people who have already agreed to it. 

I do not know if the other sellers who have not 
committed themselves to the policy of the E'ive Year 
Plan are all satisfied with an inc rew of this sort. 
YOU will notice that this is an  increase of over 100% 
taking into consideration the services that are being 
~endered to the travelling public today by some or 
these gasolene stations having to increase their staR 
100% ; especially the attendants who deliver this 
gasolene. They are governed by the Shop Assistants 
Act and you cannot work these attendants inore than 
42 hours a week. I n  order therelore to avoid break- 
ing the law you have to increase your staff. 
3.45 p.m. 

For instance, as regards the business with whlch 
I am concerned, when we first started we began with 
four attendants, two to a shift; and the Labour Db 
partment wrote us a letter drawing to our attenti !n 
,that we were breaking the law. I did not take much 
notice of i t  because you cannot take them seriously 
in everything; [ k g h t e r ]  and the Clerk came up to 
our station one afternoon and the men informed hiln 
that they were quite sntisfied to work under the 
present rates and hours. The Clerk said, "We are 
nothing to do with that; if the Manager employs 
you for more than 42 hours a week, he is breaking 
the law and we will have to chtarge him." 

We have had to increase the staff by two more 
men. Taking into consideration the facilities which 
are being given, and the service which is rendered to 
the motoring public, while one of these men is deliv- 
ering gasolene, another is cleaning the wind screen, 
checking the oil and the conditions of your hose and 
flan belt. I know that I had to sleep in Cleland Hill 
in M. Andrew one night on account of a burst radia- 
tor hose; and many machines come to our station and 
it is discovered that the fan belts are on the verge 
of breaking and the hoses are bursting. All of thest 
things you get dhecked ,and you have to employ s 
staff for that; you also give free distilled water. The 
station is opened until midnight. 

When you are taking all these things into con. 
sideration, you are really taking advantage of those 
people who are supposed to give that service to the 
motoring public. I n  my opinion the garages which 
w d d  be able to  carry that service do not open after 
4 o'clock; and if they lose anflhing by tlze sale of 
gasolene they can make up for it in supplying spare 
parts. You have to consider the station which is 
serving gasolene, and you will be hit veqy hard be- 
cause they are making this increase from $24 to $50 

I will draw this to Government's attention: one 
of the things which reduces the sale of gasolene is 
that the factories can erect their own pumps. These 
dactories have a chance of delivering gasl to m&or 
$rucks and thus reduce the sale of the gasolene sta- 
tion. I understand that these people are only paying 
a small amount for the storing of the gasolene ; they 
do not have to pay this increase or license cost. They 
supply themselves and others with the gasolene. That 
is one of the things which is causing this tax to be 
a hard one for these stations. 

The Electric Company, the Coca-C'ola Company 
the Ju-C Company, all have their own pumps. The 
companiw will not be losing anything because thqy 
will still be selling the gasolene; but it is the small 
fellow who has a staff and overhead expenses to pay 
who will lose this tax. You will find that the sale 
Imf gasolene is going away in a very smart way by? 
the diesel motors. You have tractors drawing two or 
three cane carts a t  a t h e  and these tractors are 
dkplacing the gasolene on the motor trucks. 

Year after year the sale of gasolene will go down, 
but the Government has seen fit to carry up the cost. 
I n  my opinion a profit of four cents a g?llon is too 
small. Xf you are given that profit for the last ten, 
or fifteen years, you will find that it will pay sellers 
because 'after 4 o'clock you cannot get a drop of( 
gasolene in this island since all the big garages 
are clwed down. If you do not get your gasolene 
before 4 o'clock you have to wait until next day for 
)it; but today you hiawe up to m?dnight to  get your 
gasolene, and the cost of electric aulrrent is very high ; 
i t  carries away about 25 to 30% of your profit. 

Another point I would raise relative to  the sale 
of this gasolene is this: you are supposed to do a 
large amountr of credit and you have to keep employ- 
ees so as to look after the books. Mr. Speaker, there 
is another item: you have to keep a Charge Book witl: 
400 bills and that book costs $3.60. You can quite 
clearly see that the Bill which you have signed for 
the gasolene costs nearly a cent;-and then the state- 
ment sheet at  the end of each month costs three 
cents and then there is the question of the stamp. I 
,qan afford to say that my firm spends $661 per 
amum for postage alone, and $1,300 odd for station- 
ery. You can clearly see that you will have to make 
a tremendous turnover on the gasolene. 

In other words, you will have to be selling no less 
than 5,000 gallons of gasolene so as to show a profit 
of some sort. You have to pay 80 much for postagv 
and stationery and then there is the question of bat- 
teries. I am sure that the hon. Introducer of this 
Resolution, does not know anything about those 
points which I have just raised, because he is not in 
the business; and I do not think he had anyone to 
draw his attention to it. However, it is a most seri- 
ous thing; of course, these companies are installing 
these pumps into the yards of Tom, Dick and Harry, 
and that is cutting down the sale of gasolene i ~ -  
mensely. 

Here i t  is we are trying to help the unemployment 
situation of this country by employing these gasolene 
assistants. I am sure that four cents on the gallon 
of gasolene is not sufficient for sellers; and I would 
be very glad if Government would make a review 
of this whole matter and see if something can be 
done. Of course I am not saying that you should 
increase the cost of gasolene; but I do think that 
in some way or the other Government can go into 
this matter and help the sellers because it really is 
a very serious matter. 
3.55 p.m. 

Added to that, Sir, gasolene vendors have to 
pay for inspection of their premises every. year; they 
used to pay $20 by way of tax, but from next year 
they will have to pay $50 according to this new regu- 
lation. I am sure that it will cause a great loss and 
heart-break to those gasolene stations which 9- 
erate up to 12 o'clock a t  night. Of course they 
operate until that time for the benefit of the g e n m l  
public. 

Speaking on behalf of the station which con. 
o m s  me, I would be only too glad to close at A 
o'clock; but I only operate until 12 o'clock because 
it is a service to the public and definitely a very good 
service ; one for which we should be compensated in 
some way or another. I can definitely say that if 
something is not done in the matter, something will 
have to happen. 

Mr. Speaker, I have understood that gasolene 
stations in country districts do not have to worlz 
under this 42-hour a week ba_sis because the Shop As- 
sistants Act only spreads to a certain area out of St  
Micbael; that is to say a Gasolene Station situated 
in Worthing or Top Rock does not operate under the 
same Shop Assistants Act aa simibd stations in 



Bridgetown. If I am wrong I suppose the Hon. 
Minister of Labour will enlighten me on it. Now, 
those set ions i n  the country do not comply with thr 
shop Assistants Act, but they are getting the same 
price for a gallon of Gasolene as we are getting; we 
are  not getting more than they. Because of that, I 
feel something should be done even if it means that 
you change gasolene stations from opra t ing  under 
the Shop Assistants Act. 

It is true t o  say that Shop Assistants have to 
toil all through the day and they get very little time 
to sit. I do not know if that is the reason why Gov- 
ernment has seen fit to regulate that shop assistants 
should not work longer than 43 hours before 
having a break of 1% hours and then not working 
more than 4% hours afterwar&. That is very well 
for  a shop mis t an t ;  but with respect to gasolene 
assistants they idle more than they work. I n  other 
words gasolene assistants sit down for about two 
hours before they may have to attend to anyone, but 
during the next half hour they will have over one 
dozen people to attend to;  so you can see that out of 
six hours they only work for about two hours. 

I feel the hours of work should be lengthened 
so fa r  as gasolene assistants ar,: concerned. Do not 
keep them under the Shop Assistants Act if you 
want gasolene vendors to help the motoring public. 
Let me say again, that gasolene vendors are dieer- 
ent from garage repair shops. Garage owners have 
their motor car sales to help keep them up; they do 
not depend on the sale of gasolene. Even if they 
effect a loss on the sale of gasolene, they will recover 
i t  on something else. Gasolene stations which de- 
pend on the sale of gasolene alone will find i t  very 
hard under these new Regulations. 

I arn suggesting to Gorernment to thillk over 
this particular Regulation and see what can 'be done 
to help gasolene vendors. I think the time has come 
when we should put our foot down on the installa- 
tion of gasolene pumps by those other people. If you 
are not going to put your foot down on it, you should 
tax them as well, and yo~z should tax them in a way 
in which i t  will not pay them to install one; or, they 
should be made to employ gasolene attendants. I 
am sure that if they were made to employ gasolene 
attendants, they would find out that i t  will cause 
them great loss and they would not worry with it. 

If you leave those people to sell to themselves, 
you will not get the taxes you are aiming a t  to run 
t11e country, nor will you be helping the gasolene 
vendors. Some of them consume as much gasolene 
per week as some gasolene stations sell during the 
same period; and when they are doing so yon arp 
not collecting the taxes from it. I feel something 
should be done in the matter. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Speaker, I really and truly 
did not know exactly to what these Regulations re- 
ferred; and it was also very difficult for me to find 
the original R,egulations on Petroleum. However, I 
have found them and what strikes me most is that 
on the last occasion they w'ere made 4 months before 
they were approved by the Legislature, and on this 
occasion they have 'hen made ten months before ap- 
proval. I feel some ~ u b l i c i t ~  should be given to the 
matter by those concerned so that members of the 
Legislature would have been appraised of the reac- 
t ~ n n  of those affected by this Regulation. 

It is unfortunate that we havs to wait until the 
last minute to hear that gasolene station owners 
feel that this is a big incyease-this increase from 
C5 to $50. However the last R2gulations were made 
in 1929 when it could be said that there was a small 
percentage of motor vehicles as compared with the 
present, number. I do not know if the hon. junior 

member for St. Joseph has good grounds for his 
condemnation, so to speak, of the large increase to- 
day. 

Tl7hat I do think 13 that he might have moved 
that further consideration of these Regulations be 
postponed so as to allow some publicity to be given 
to the views expressed, and I would have gladly 
seconded such a motion. I think i t  is a good thing 
10  have this matter aired; i t  would a t  least let the 
public kno~v that tlvse Regulations are here. 
4.05 p.ni. 

I am suggesting this for the a~tention of the 
senior member for St. Joseph: if we are to number 
all these regulations, should we call these Regula- 
tions the Petroleum Amendment Regulations of 
1954. I t  is true that they were made in October 1954, 
but redly and truly I think that other Regulations 
have been made and passed before; and it is novl 
1955. 

There is an  obvious mistake in the Regulations, 
and I hope that they will get it changed. The mis- 
take occurs in paragraph (b)  of Regulation 2. I n  
the second last line, there is the word "submitted" 
instead of "substituted". I would not like these 
Regulations to leave here having the word "sub- 
mitted" and not the \\.ord "substituted." 

I n  case the hon. senior member for St. Joseph 
did not hear what I was saying, I should like to know 
whether we should not, in  the normal course of 
events call these Regulations "the Petroleum 
(Amendment) Regulations 1955. " [Hon. G. H. 
ADAfiIS: In ;:-V opinion the word should be "sub- 
stituted, ,] And" \\-hat about 1955 ? October 1954 is 
the date on which they were made; but after all 
even if a Bill was sent in 1954 and we considered it 
in 1955. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The procedure is 
quite in order.] All right if you say it is in order, 
it is in order. I am perfectly willing to move that  
further consideration be postponed since the boa. 
member intimated to me that he would like to do 
SO. 

I beg to move that further consideration of this 
J3esolntion be postponed. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMX: The word "submitted" 
is a misprint. It is the hon. member, my colleague, 
who first approached me on behalf of himself and 
cthers about not letting this Resolution go througn 
a t  the time it was laid. Subsequently he has assured 
me that any objection to these Regulations would be 
withdrawn; therefore we can now go ahead. 

As I have said before, this Resolution is a ques- 
tion of helping to find revenue from all sources; this 
is one of the sources. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
was put and resolced im the) affirmative urithoz~b divis- 
ion. 

AMENDMEINTS TO THE CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETIES BILL 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, as regards 
the next Order of the Dap, I would be glad if the 
Hon. Minister of Agriculture could be allowed to 
deal with it as he knows Inore about the details of 
it than I do. I am therefore asking leave that the 
Hon. Minister of Agriculture be allowed to deal with 
Order No. 2 as the next Order of the Day. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Premier is asking 
leave that the Hon. Minister of Agriculture be al- 
lowed to proceed with Order No. 2 as the next 
Order of the Day; and unless there is any objection 
leave will be granted. 

Thme being no  objectdim leame was grmted the 
Hon. ik$nisPer. 
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Hon. C .  E. T W :  Mr. Speaker, this Bill 
seeks to provide for  the exemption of societies reg- 
istered under the Co-operative Societies Act from 
certain taxes and duties including income tax. When 
it went to the Other Place, it was sent by them to 
a Select Committee which made certain recommends- 
tions. The recommendations resulted in the amend- 
ments which are now contained in this Bill. These 
mendmecats have been incorporated in the Bill an81 
have been adopted. The main object of these amend- 
men& is merely to provide exemptions in c+es 
where transactions do not result in profit or in case 
of profits arising from the sale of any article pro- 
duced by a member or obtained by the industry of 
a member or members. 

xn other words, it is a means of restricting ex 
emption. Exemption is not given d lib. The ex- 
emption only comes into force in transactions in- 
volving articles either sold to or produced by the 
members of the Society. This will be seen from the 
proviso which reads as follo~vs :- 

"Notwithstanding anything contained in the 
come Tax Act, 1921, the income of any Society regis- 
tered under this Act, shall be exempt from payment 
of income tax. 

Provided that this section shall not apply to 
any income arising from profits or gains in respect 
of the sale of any article unless such article is either 
sold to a member or produced or obtained by the in- 
dustry of a member or  members." 

LEWIS: Mr. speaker, if you ''low 
me to  M Y  so, I think the Hon. Minister of *gricul 
ture should move that the amendments be now read 
a first time and afterwards debate the second read 
ing. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to move that these 
amendments be now read a first time. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The that t b g s  amen&nelzts be now 

re& 0 first t k  wm p t  and in #he affiTma 
i%ve w i t h i ?  division. 
4.15 p.m. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I wqas merely saying that 
the main object of these amendments is to restrict 
the exemption to members of the Society i n  question. 
As you these provisos set out that the 
ion can only be applicable when articles are sold to 
a mwber Or produced Or the 
of a member or members. These provisos apply both 
in the case of income arising from profits or gains in 
respect of the sale of any article sold to  a member 
or produced or obtained by the industry of a mem- 
t e r  or members or in  the case of any profits or  gains 
arising or accruing in respect of the sale of any 

"ld to a member Or produced Or obtained by 
the industry of a member o r  members. 

The object of these amendments is merely to 
restrict exemptions, not allowing them to be granted 
ti. the general public, but alloaing the COmmmem or 
producen of the article to 'be assisted when they have 
r o  transaction with the public a t  large; and when 
they are dealing with their own individual members 
of a co-operative Society. I beg to move that these 
amendments be now read a second time. 

Hon. M. E. CQOX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The amendments which 

the Government is willing to  accommodate from the 
Other Place surprise me. It is a question of the 
structure of co-operative societies that you give these 
exemptions; you either give them or you do not give 
them. You do not say that you only sell to your 
members; you give a privilege. 
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All over the world co-operative societies are re- 

garded on the basis that you have a nucleus of mem- 
'Irers; ~vhea  you give them a privilege you do not say 
that you give that privilege only to members. Im- 
agine that you are doing a business! For income 
lax purposes at  what are you assessing the profits 
sold to members of the bociety as against articles sold 
otherwise? What liind of book-keeping call you keep 
to show that these profits Trrere made on articles sold 
to your rnernbers? ILow much are you going to  take 
off when you are selling a nlan who is a member of 
the society and how much are jrou going to t a b  off 
when you are selling a mall who is not a member 
cf the society? How are you gcing to determine the 
profit with the sale of a n  article to a man who is a 
~ i ember  from one who. is not a merriber? 

If any member of this House had moved the= 
lmnsensical amendments to this Bill the Government 
lvo~lld walk all around the country telling people 
that he did not want to give co-operative societies 
any aid. Now, they are accepting an amendment or 
proviso which means nothing. This means that a 
~o -o~e ra t ive  society should not sell to the general 
pub.lic. 

You have certain rules to  work under; you 
have comd~ with certain rules of the Rwistrar 
before you can run these societies. The idea of giving 

W@ to encourage fh%'2 societies; but you 
are "OW putting them On the same basis if you a n  
selling to  the general public. If you put in  this Clause 
you may as well cut it out, because you cannot deter- 
mine the profits made from the sale to a member of 
the society or  to the general publie. How are you g a  
hg t, say that the from yonr rnember6 
is mueh and the profit made from non-membera i3 
so much? Are you going to work on a costing basia 'l 

These amendments in themselves do not mean 
anything; this is putting something on the Statute 
Book which means nothing a t  all;  but you are ac- 
cepting something so as to get the Bill passed. You 
are putting a nonsensical Act on the Statute Book 
because you are not sure of what you are doing 

Hon. G. H. ADAMB: All that is nonsense. I 
have bought articles from co-operatives outside and 
they are under the same regulations. Thousands of 
people have articles from Cooperstives in 
Great Britain and the same thing applies. What  
has happened is that the Other Place has said the 
+:xact reverse of what they mean. They say that you 

have this exemption from income tax and they 
edded this proviso. What they mean is that you 
lshould be exempted only when you sell t o  your o m  
people. 

Co-operatives open their doors and thousands of 
~ e o p l e  buy from them every day;  and the same thing 
applies to a co-operative all over the world. Fo r  
years 1 have bought from a ~o-ope~ative shop; 1 have 
lived for years in England and I have bought goods 
from such shops. A friend of mine persuaded me 
how reasonable i t  is to buy from these co-operatives, 
but I did not get the same advantqeB as people 
belong to them. ~~t the doors of co-operatives a m  
open and any human being can go in and buy from 
them; they get income tax concessions when they sell 
to their own people. 

These things can be arranged; a member of a 
co-operative society buys articles and gets a percent- 
age, but other people do not get any thing. If you 
read the Bill carefully the particular Clause says 
this: 

"Notwithstanding anything contained , in  the , 
Income Tax Act, 1921, the income of ally Society 
registered under this Act shall be exempt from pav- 
v e n t  of income tax." 
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The Other Place puts in  this proviso:- 
"Provided that this section shall not apply to 

any such profits or gains so arising or accruing m 
respect of the saie or any artlcle unless such article 
is either sold to a member or produced or obtained 
by the industry of a member or members." 

1 can quite see that this is capable of meaning 
w,hat they say, but I would word i t  differently. I 
v;ithdraw what I have said, earlier; I can quite see 
that the Court could interpret ~t as giving exempt- 
ions on these profits. I repeat, i t  is fanciful in the 
case of co-operatives which have been running for 
many years to suggest that this provision does not 
work; this is the whole idea of having a co-operative. 
4.25 p.m. 

I t  is true that some co-operatives may work only 
for  their memrbers. 'lhere are co-operatives, on the 
other hand, wahich have shops in Great Britain, where 
everybody can go in and buy. There is a co-opera- 
tive Branch in St. Kitts just like Messrs. Cave 
bhepherd & co., ~ t d . ,  where anybody can go in and 
boy anything for a &illiog while a co-operative 
member can go in with his card and pay 20 cents for 
it. It works on some card system like that. How 
do you get income tax from a theatre? The Income 
Tax Department works on a system whereby the 
theatres have to produce the tickets which the people 
2aid for admittance, and by the number and price 
cf tickets sold, they will show how much income tax 
1s due to the Government. Co-operatives work in 
the same way. 

We started a Co-operative a t  the Barbados 
Workers' Union and we started i t  wrong by declaring 
a dividend Like how Messrs J. N. Goddard & Son,; 
would do; that was wrong. Let me say that you can 
run a co-operative by merely selling things for cost 
plus what you pay your staff for running i t ;  or you 
can run a co-operative for profit and then plow your 
profit back into the business. 

The w'hO1e idea is that people 
come together for a specific purpose them- 

Ibut as as you Own your business to the 
general public then we the Government say that you 
should pay income tax. I t  is purely a matter for 
the Income Tax Department to say how you should 
separate the from the goats. A 
must keep its trading methods in such a manner that 
you will know that there are so many people who 
are members of the co-operative and so many who 
ere non-members; and Government can take income 
tax Out of the profit made Out of those are not 
members. 

Mr. LIEWISI: Mr. Speaker, I have all along 
wondered how .co-operatives are taxed; and i t  is only 

that I have had the opportunity of getting a 
little light shed on the method employed in the United 
Kingdom. 1 do not know what is in our Income Tax 
cr Co-operative societies laws, but perhaps if the 
method of taxation as applied here 1s the same as 
that applied in the United Kingdom, I think thtis 
will be necessary. SO f a r  as  1 understand a con- 
sumer's co-operative (and 1 think that is what we 
are dealing with) a member gets a rebate at  the end 
of a period by either his purchase tax  or something 
of that sort. That is to say he will pay the price or 
he will have charged to him the price on the item as 
it is normally sold, but  he gets a rebate at the end of 
s period; and that is regarded as a saving' to the 
member, therefore it is not taxable. But over and 
?hove that, you do not have to discover what the 
others have %'ought, because all the members get 
theirs; therefore what is left must form some part 
of the profits. You can see what is put to reserve 
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therefore they will have to pay tax on that whether 
i t  belongs to the members or not. 

I have always thought of these co-operatives as 
runnillg in the saille v3ay as a Cricket Club is run 
today in Barbados. That is, they consist of a certaill 
number of people and any profit which is made is 
made for the interest of the Club. At present Cricket 
Clubs do not even pay a licence fee for the privilege 
of selling intoxicating liquor, 'because i t  is known 
!ou must restrict the sale of liquor to the members 
only. That is how you conceive all Co-operative 
Societies should run;  therefore, whenever they go 
outside of that, I have always wondered what was 
the method of determining them. 

I have been made to understand that this rebate 
which is given to the members is regarded as a saving 
out of their' own capital, therefore, it is exempted 
from taxation; but whatever is left Over is liable for 
taxation. 

However, Mr. Speaker, perhaps i t  would not be 
amiss if 1 were to read section 35 of the Co-opera- 
tive f?ioCietie~ Act, 1949, a t  this stage. It =ads M 

:- 
"At least one fourth of the annual net profits of 

P I ~ ~ J -  registered society as ascertained by the audit 
prescri'bed by section thirty-six of this Act, shall be 
parried to a fund, to be called a rwerve fund, which 
shall be employed as prescribed by the rules. The 
rf.mainder of such ~ r o f i t s  and any ~rofifits of ~revious  
years available for distribution may be divided among 
the members by way of dividend or  bonus, or allo- 
cated t~ any funds constituted by the society, t~ such 

, extent or under such conditions or may be prescribed 
by the rules or by-lams: 

Provided that in the case of a registered society 
xcith unlimited liability, no distribution of profits 
shall 'be made without the general or special order 

the ~ ~ ~ i ~ t ~ ~ ~ .  
(2) Any registered society may, with the sane- 

tion of the Registrar after one-fourth of the annual 
net profits in any year has been carried to a reserve 
filnd contribute an amount not exceeding ten per 

of the remaining net profits to any char-- 
purpose.,, 

Now, Mr. speaker, I should like the 
Minister of Agriculture to look a t  the provis,3 

C 53B ,,. It strikes me that this will some 
difficulty. It reads as follows:- 

"Provided that this section shall not apply to 
any such profits or gains so arising or accruing in 
respect of the sale of any article unless such article 
is either sold to a member or produced or obtained 
by the industry of a member or W 

That is the same as above, but does this mean 
wrtially or wholly? [[Hon. C.. H. ADAMS : If  what, 
is partial ?]  The part about "produced or bJ 
the industry of a member or members." [Hon 
G .  H. ADAMS: Well i t  means that he grows some- 
thing.] Suppose he is a partial producer, is that goin? 
to be takea as being by him? When you 
say something that is produced by a member, it 
seems to me t h a t  [Hon. C.. H. ADAMS : There is 
no difficulty in that.] I suppose if it is wholly pro 
duced it would not come out of this. 

I cannot think of an  example, but it is possible 
that you will get somebody willing to sell say 
ground provisions which they have produced on their 
own lands or some other land which that person to- 
gether with others have been working; and it seems 
to me that i t  should be provided for. [Hon. G .  H. 
ADAMS: Look a t  the section which talks about 
"profits or gains accruing or arising to persom 
carrying on a trade"; that means where they bana 
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themselves together. A man who may not be a meill 
t e r  of the society may sometimes produce provisions 
a s  a result of his own efforts. [Hon. G. H. A D A m :  
The Income Tax Commissioner mill have to look 
after that.] 

I must say that a t  one time absolutely none of I 
the profits of a, Co-operative Society was taxable. 
[Hon. G. H. ADAMS : As soon as there are profits 
from outside they are taxable. I understand that: 
unless it is a bonus i t  is taxable. [Hon. G. H. 
ADAMS: Even a bonus is taxable.] ?Tell, it is re- 
garded a? what a member of the society has saved 
t y  trading in  the society. 

Let us suppose that a co-operative member 
bought household food; what he gets back at  the 
end of the period is regarded as a saving to him. 
Any amount above that, I understand, is taxable. 
[Hon. C. H. ADAMS: Anything over the cost 
price is taxable.] There is 1x0 doubt-[Mr. F. I.. 
WALCOTT: What cost price is he talking about; 
the Hon. Premier knows nothing about it.] 

Hon. C. E. TAPNA: Mr. Speaker, the Bill as  
originally passed dealt with total exemption. Under 
bye-law 28 of the Co-operative Societies Act, 1949, 
i t  is stated that a t  least, 75 per cent. of the business 
must be done by ineillbers of the society. I n  other 
words, only 25 per cent of the trade can be done by 
members of the society. The Co-operative Societie; 
(Amendment) Act, 1954, provides for exemption 
from stamp duties alld other fees, exemption from 
income tax, and finally exemption from trade tau. 

N~~ we were satisfied that only a limited amount 
of trade could be done by  non-members of the 
societies ; but the Other Place has gone somewhat 
further in restricting and making i t  mor? 
specific; so that exemptions will now only be allowed 
as stated in  the amendments as passed by the House 
of Assembly, subject to the two provisos added to tile 
two llew sections "538" and "33B," by the Othcr 
Place. 

The hen. junior member for St. Peter raised the 
question m to  how i t  would work. I n  practice, there 
will be two sets of books; and bills and ~rouchers 
will be grallted on all sales. Vouchers will be made 
out i n  triplicate showing that the customer is a 

(having the distinguishing mark, if a non- 
member) and bearing the date of purchase. These 
vouchers tvill facilitate matters internally as well a$ 
externally. Those are some of the provisions of bye- 
law 28. 

Mr. Speaker, the Governinent has gone into 
these amendments thoroughly and is satisfied that 
these a m e n b e n t s  have been dealt with very 
competently by the Other Place. 

The pest ion that these Amendments be now 
VC& a secowd time was put and cesollved i n  the afi:-- 
matiue without div&isz:on. 

Hon. C. El. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
move that these amendments be agreed to. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WAIiCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I am ob- 

jecting to this for  reasons which I shall soon show 
But first, let me reply to something which the Hon. 
Premier said a few moments ago. 

We all know that the Hon. Premier knows prae- 
tically nothing about the workings of co-operative 
&eties; he knows practicallv nothing about bnsi- 
ness for tXa6 matter. He talks about paying yol~ 
back in your tickets. Whether you are paying taxes 
o r  not, the member gets back his tickets. 

Now, to  get hack to my reasons for disagreeing 
When the Hon. Minister introduced this Bill, hp 
said that i t  was for the purpose of the development 
of &e isrand. No society can progress if you are go- 

ing to tax its profits. The co-operative societies movz 
ment is a similar venture to pioneering industries. 
You exempt them from certain taxes and duties 
kecause you want them to thrive. As P see it, these 
exemptions from taxation should not apply to mem- 
bers. Nembers of the societies get the rebate be- 
cause they get things cheaper. But the whole ideta 
underlying exemption from taxation, is to give the 
societies an  opportunity to prosper and to  build up 
themselves. If the Government had had this in 
mincl, what was to have prevented them from saying 
-[&fr. TUDOR: It was so in England.] The hon. 
junior member for St. Lucy says that i t  was so in 
England when he was there some 13 years ago. 
4.45 p.m. 

A blind nlan on a trotting horse can see mlia; 
is happening; these peoptle do not want these co- 
operative Societies to exist without taxation, because 
it is a threat to them in their business. The honour- 
able junior member for Christ Church is not going 
in for any Co-operative Society a t  this stage of his 
life; do you think he will join with ten other people 
to sell a pair of shoes. They have their own Society. 

The whole idea of exempting small people fro111 
~taxatiorl is not inereb. that you exempt them froun 
taxation, but you want t o  encourage the whole idea. 
Last week we passed a Bill giving pioneer industries 
the right t o  have their raw materials brought in  free 
of dutrj-i; these societies do not have that, but if you 
give them the privilege of not taxing their profits 
you are ellcauraging these societies of which you do 
not have nlaily in  hrbados .  

The Minister cannot do otherwise but I ~vould 
say this : the Minister of Agriculture agrees with Jne 
'rrrcause before he was a Minister he always tried 

enconrape co-operative societies, but now they arc 
prevellting good social legislation from being passed 
because in the figment of their imagination they 
+top such legislation because it did not come fro1,l 
them first. What could be more anti-social to .-L 
Trade TJnionist than not eacouraging these societieso? 
Here in Barbados the Government i'ntroduces a Bill  
exelllptillg people frcm income tax and the &nserva- 
t h e  element in the Other Place can put in all anlend. 
lnellt which is the v e v  antithesis of what the Gov- 
erlllllellt has sent down! Do not tell me that  the! 
Goverllment was not serious about i t ;  the Hon. 
Premier knows as much a b s ~ ~ t  a co-operative society 
'as I Inlow abault the going down of t'he aero131anc.i 
lin the Mediterra~iean. 

Thirty years ago he was anti-socialist i n  his 
thinking; as regards a co-operative society he l~oul,: 
be the last person to come in. Th;lrty years after- 
wards he is telling people that you do not kll~.,~- 
about this and that. I had a Britidh Council Scholar- 
ship; he had a Barbados Scholarship; I hope tha i  
he will be grateful t o  those who did not have any- 
(thing. That is the attitude of the Premier; this 
insulting of people will have to, be stopped. When- 
ever he insult6 me he will get i t  back inside tho 
House, outside the House, or wherever he wants it. 

Hon. G. H. &DAMS: I do not mind what ref- 
erence the hon. member might make to me. CO- 
operative societies sell everything on earth. You do 
ncvt pay income tax on anything you sell to your 
members, or anything in the way of industry which 
your meinbers produce. You buy anything on earth 
from co-operative societies; you buy meat, butter, 
furniture, an~*hing at  all. 

There was a lady in St. Kitts who P r o f e s ~ . : ~  
Siilley informed me on one occasion was the best CO- 

owl-ative ma,nager he had seen in the West Indies. 
Where did she get her goods from? Hakf a dozen. 
people ill St. Kitts? There mere people i n  England 
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who sold her material cheaply. No law says that x 
co-operative society should sell only \\hat its nlem- 
Ivrs produce, and that i t  should uot sell what its 
members do not make. This Amendment says :- 

"Provided that this section shall not apply 
to ally income arising from profits or  gains in, 
(respect of the sale of ally article unless sz~,ch 
article is either sold to a mamber or produced 
or obtdnecl b>- the industry of a lvemiber or 
members. ' ' 
Co-operatives in Barbados can be agents fov 

Rolls Royce Cars in Barbados. Let us say we have 
a Co-operative for making baskets; the law does no? 
say that you sho~lld stick to thart. What the law says 
is that if you call sell to your members and make 
a profit, ylon do not pay anything on that. If you 
grow your own fruit which you sell you do ilot pay 
on that. If you have a banana co-operative and you 
should provide the hotels with 500 bananas every 
day, and pc4n caa only produce 200 and get the other 
300 outside, if you inake a plrofit 011 that you p&? 
income tax on that 300. 

A Co-operative 1s not bound to sell only what its 
members produce; if i t  sells anything and makes a 
profit out of it, provided i t  does not sell to its mem- 
bers and provided its members have not produced 
w h a t i t  is selling, yo11 are trading just as  everybody 
else and therefore you pay income tax or trade tax. 

If poui have ail arrangement with the Sugar PTO- 
ducers7 Associa~tion to send in 100 tons of canes at  
$10 a ton, if you have less than 100 tons and ydui 
a re  getting onlx $9, a number of people can make 
u p  100 tons. Thev are co-operatives and there- 
fore they will not pay half cent of taxation; but sup- 
pose a nnmber of people aro~lnd Bulkeley Factory 
Gtarted to co-opt ant1 bought canes from all around 
hnd sold them to Bulkeley Factory; every cent they 
hnade they would have to  pay tax on it. 

Why should a man bqj- and sell and not pay 
itaues? Tt could not be simpler. I an1 not taking any 
notice of the hon. junior member for St. Peter, one 
of these days I will. 
4.55 p.m. 

Mr. F. 1,. TJTALC'OTT: And I will take no tic^ 
,of you. bnt your will be sorry. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The hon. member once 
made a threat that if you get him cnt,of a job. 
somebody will not live too long. I will remember 
tha t  threat alxays. I have no desire to die young 
and I am going to protect myself. 

T h ~ e  question flzaf the  Amendments be agreed t o  
qaas put nnd re.sol1~ec1 in  the affirrnaitive without di- 
uision. 

SELECT COMM1T"I"EE APPOINTED 

Hon. Dr. H. B. CUMMINS: Before the ad- 
journment for, Tea Mr. Speaker, as you have inti- 
mdted that in accordailce with precedence a Com- 
mittee should be set up to report on the terms and 
conditions of the C'lerB of this HOUW and the details 
of the appointment. T thin$ ure all nould ayree with 
that. I therefore beg to move that a Select Cornr 
mittee be appointed to review t%e conditions and 
sprvice of the Clerk of his House. 

Mr. LEKTIS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The Hon. Leader of the 

House said he intimatecl to Your Honour that he was 
making this motion about the terms of appointment 
of the Clerk of this House. I was of the opinio~l 
'that the office of Clerk of this House was one which 
should have a man with legal qualifications ,and that 
!it was set out in the Statutes of this Island. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I t  is not an Act; it ,& a recom- 
mendation from a former Committee. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : The reason why1 I tasked 
that Mr. Speaker, is because I was working under 
the 5ypothesis that the Clerli of this Hcuse must be 
a Solicitor as well as the Deputy Clerk. However 1 
do not want to be any party to creating terms of 
employment for so~~iebodp to get the job. 

I I want to slay that the office of Clerk of this 
House should be under the same terms and condi- 
tions as it was with the last Clerk; that is that the 
post should be a who'letinie post. The aalary whic'll 
is being paid out is enough I think to be able to get 
a wholetime person with the sarne qualifications to 
do the work. I repeat, I am not going to, be a party 
to ereatin2 terms and conditions to give some person 
a job. 

T h e  question tlzat n Select Committee be applilnt- 
td to review the conl4itions a,nd service o f  the Clerli 
of this House1 was ptct and resolved in tlze nflirmativr 
without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER: . I 'have the honour to appoint 
the following to serve as a Select Committee:- 

His Hondur the Deputy Speaker, (Mr. A. E .  S. 
LEVCTIS) ; the hon. senior mem,ber for  the City, (Mr. 
E.  D. MOTTLEY) ; the hon. senior member for Sk. 
George (Mr. E.  W. BARROW) ; the hon. senior mem- 
ber for St. Philip (Mr. W. A. IC'RAWFORD) ; the 
Hon. Minister of Social Services (Hon. Dr. H. G. 
H. CUMMINS) ; and the Hon. Minister of Trade, 
Industry and Labour (Hon. R. G. MAPP). 

Hon. Dr. CUIMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I am ask- 
ing that you be associated with this Committee as. 
Chairman. 

Mr. E.  I). MOT'TLEY: Mr. Speake< I think 
~t will be bad precedent to appoint a Committee of 
this sort and leave the Hon. Leader of the Opp~sitiorr 
out of i t .  I observe that the Hon. Leader of the 
Oemocratic Party has been made a member. I d ~ r  
not want the Leader of the Opposition to think that 
I should he placed on i t  ir, preference to him; I 
think he should be placed oil i t  in  preferenoe to me 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: As a matter of fact, 1 
have to apologise for that. Inst'ead of nominating 
tEc hon. senior member for the City, I should havc 
nominated the I-Ion. Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I, too, say the Hon. 
Leader of the Opposition. If it is a Committee on ~ t .  

subject on which I specially know something about 1 
qm prepared to serve, but I beg to decline to serve. 
cn this Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. senior member for  
the City has declined to serve on this Conlwittee. Jr 
have the honour to appoint the Hon. Leader of the 
Opposition, the junior member for Chdst Church 
(Mr. F. C. GODDARD), to serve on this Committee 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Nr.  Speaker, I beg to  
rnotie that this H0ui.e do now adjourn for half an 
hcur. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to second that. 
T h e  qzsestkn that this House do now adjourn 

for half an 7zozdr was p~t  alzd resolved in the affimza- 
tive and Mr. S P E A K E R  adjour~ted the Ho~cse ac- 
cordingly. 
5.10 p.m. 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT SITUATION 

On, re-assevmbling, 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, ,I beg ta> 
move thd adjournment of the House for five minutes 
to discuss a matter of grave public importance: the 
transport facilities or d;ficulties which a t  presellt 
exist in Barbados. No doubt, hon. members are alvare 
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that within the past weeks, and more especially over day Concessionaires now enjoy. However, I think i t  I last week-end, great anxiety and concern have been 
exhibited by the general public on the state of trails- 
portation by omnibus to-day. This seems to have I 
rea&ed some climax on Friday when the public, 
through the Press only, were informed that Sunda; 
last would be "B Day;" and, that there is now littlc 
llope of people being able to get to and from ~vorli 
furthermore to say nothing of persolis who want-tl 
to go out of the stuffy City to enjoy themselves at  thc 
various recreational centres  esterd day. 

Now, this matter has been pending for some 
t ~ m e ,  and the public I am sure, is looking foy~vard to 

\gome expression of opinion in this Chamber in  order 
to know what is the true state of affairs; and not 
o l ~ l y  to know the true state of affairs, but to 'be able 
to intelligently follow things ac they  are and to 
sble to know the views of hon. inembers of this C'hanl- 
ber  upon it. 

AS i said just now, this matter has been pending 
{cgr some time; and the general public knon-s nothing 
about i t  except for the fact that in certain sections of 
the local p r e g  they have seen extracts from a Report 
giving expre&on to the findings of a comnlittee; 
v:hich Report, T understand, has been laid on the 
table of this House only receiltly, but not yet eir- 
culated to hon. 1;teinbers. I t  therefore, follows, that 
none of us  can witxJl any authority, lay claim to hav- 
ing read the ~ e ~ o r t  ; which means that we ourselves 
know very little about the matter. I therefore1 
?his opportnliity of discussing the matter on the floor 
of this House (the right place where i t  should be 
dis~ussed) that the illight know somethillg 
a'kiout it. 

\. 
The next thing I believe, is that the public is 

alvare that an Emergency yo~ver s  Bill was recelltly 
psssed in this House desigi*d to give the Govern- 
merit certain powers in ease 6 f  a threatened strike; 
i:1 point of fact, in  case the threat of the 'bus Con- 
cessionaires should be carried o;lt. This is one of the 
factors which renders this matter to be of very ,oravc3 

\ importaace ; and i t  is one of the prime reasons l v h ~  
I consider i t  should be discussed.\ Besides that ererg 
noTV and then, the Minister of Communicatiolla 
should give to hon. members of thls House an inter- 
view to keep them informed 011 the matter; and in 
a,ldition to that, the Hon. &linistek of Com~~~uliica- 
tions should $ive a t7,vo-minute talk over Rrediffusion 
service everJr night, so as to keep the public inform- 
t,d. But  in  my opinion, even that is not enough, 8n.l 
1 again contend that we should take this opport~lll- 
ity of discussing the matter in this Chamber. 

Mr. Speaker, the history of the :transport sj-ste111 
immediately after the first World y a r ,  duriiip the 
time of the Government Railway etc., is I suppose, 
too well-known for me to recall. I suppose it is lin0~11 
that the Railway which served one side of the island 
from Bridgetown to St. Andrew, has in Barbados, as 
in  other countries, been out-lnoded and ousted bp 
!or~y,  automobile and 'bus transportation. Then there 
was established a transport system under g h a t  is 

' now known as the Highways and Transport, but 
which was then known as the Central $oad Board. 
About that time, a great many peoplP; returning 
from the united States, Panama, Canada and Cuba 
~ a w  an opportullitp to invest their money in 'buses. 
These were only make-shifts for the purpose of 
transporting people from the cou l l t~s ide  ancl from 
a few of the suburban areas; and the Central Road 

x a s  as far  back as the early 'thirties that the idea 
of the 'bus transport system was born and the 
awarding of these concessions to 'bus owners for the 
purpose of transporting the public was made by the 
then Central Road Board. Many changes have taken 
place since then, both generally and directly connect- 
c u  153th the transport system. Amendments to the 
lax governing the system have been made, and Few- 
lations introduced. 

We have passed through allother World W a r ;  
the economy of the island has improved; the stan- 
dard of living has been raised; more money has been 
put into circulation etc; but within recent years, 
however, we have heard, time and again, of the need 
for increased 'bus fares. If hon. members \frill re- 
call, not only have we heard talk about the need for 
:increased bus fares, but after the Central Road 
Board was displaced by the Department of High- 
naps and Transport, there was seen in the local press . 

inforination to the effect that an increase had been 
agreed upon; and regulations came to this House 
~,vliich not only dealt with the question of increased 
fares, but also the question of removing what are 
coni~nonly Bnom-11 as the "pirate" buses which have 
been detracting some of the money from the regu- 
la r  Coi~eessionaires. 

I have to say (despite one or  two enenzies) that 
I was in the forefront then of getting these regulatiol:.; 
the right place where they should be or where the,, 
were wanted. Some hon. members pleaded ignoranclj 
of the fact, saying that they knew nothing of the r egu  
lations, yet they agreed with the rest of Governnlent 
that they should not see the light of day;  and for that 
matter they went through the window. I ~ h o u l d  say,/ 
lhough, that a t  the time there were some suggestions 
that we could very well have allowed those Regula- 
tions; but because of no authority for amending the 
kepu~ations having come to this Chamber and the 
presence of the offending paragraph relating to the 
renioval of the 'pick-ups,' the House rightly saw to i t  
that those Regulations went throurh the window. 
]?Tell, so i t  has gone on. I believe that five years ago 
representation was made to the Highways and Trail;.- 
port on the question of increased fares. 

I li110~ that a t  the time evidence was taken dur- 
il:g the period when a member of the St. Michael 
Vesti-y, by virtue of his office a s  Churchwarden, 31r. 
'1). G. Leacock, Jnr.,  nsas present. Of course, this had 
!~cthing to do with Government. What happened then 
was that the Concessionaires were asked by the Board 

A 

of Enquiry to produce facts and figures t o  thein be- - 
fore thev could do anything. Among the facts and 
figures produced, i t  was learnt that soine Concession- 
;.;res had to keep spare parts beside the normal set 
of spare parts, entire engines, eiitire sets of tyres, 
etc. Those statements left the busillessmen on the 
Board in some doubt as  to whether it was really 
z~.ecessar;v to keep a spare engine for a motor car, 
or whether a 'bus company should have to carry 
spare parts, set of tyres, etc. 
5.55 p.m. 

Immediately after the cessation of hostilities, t i ~  
public had been clamouring and rightly so for better 
Fuses and more and better accommodation vaithout 
any result. The only results they have got were that 
2s a result of a few industrious Barbadians coing 
abroad and con~ing back 1~5th small savings, found 
t@at they should make a living bp getting "pirate" 

Board, perceiviilg that they must save people from bl~seq. These neople found that they could pllt up  
tliemselves. intervened. sumeth'iup and make buses pet around, h c c a ~ ~ i e  the 

The pioneers of those days certainly threw away clamour' ;>y the public for better buses and better 
la lot of money in order to 'build up  what present- I accommod:pti~n fell on barren land. 
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IT-e find that as the Concessionaires stand to-day 

in  Barbados, they organised themselves into a body 
lrnowll as thc Bus Concessionaires Association. I n  
cther words theJ- were small people; you hare 1101~ 

the big Concessionaires like Dowding Trading Co., 
coming in but there were the smaller people. 

Mr. Epeaker, I have been and alm3ays will be au 
advocute for free enterprise; I will a l w y s  be an  
advocate for allowing people n i th  the "knoby-bo\\-' 
and ability to do work and make money out of it, 
and let the Government stand by as a silent partner 
and draw its taxatiou. Lest i t  be thought that I am 
afraid of anything, I am convinced that if the ser2 
vice is taken over by the Government i t  nil1 be sub- 

, sidised so heavily that they will be losing some tax- 
ation which they are llow getting from it. I ail1 coli- 

. vinced that free enterprise, especially in this case, is 
the corrc.ct thing; 'but I think that as  I go on, 1 \rill 
Ilave to admit that if the attempt is one to recom- 
mend free enterprise, in my opinion, you will have 
to change some of the horses. With the clamour of 
the people of this colony for better buses and better 
means of transportation, we find the smaller Con- 
cossionaires con~in:~ together and presenting a united 
front. 

Mr. Speaker, I suppose I am speaking with more 
authority on this subject than any other member of 
this House. I say that for this reason: i t  was about 
four or five years ago when, speaking in my capacity 
as a parochial politician and a mem'ber of the St. 
Michael's Vestry, we had a shock one morning and 
a rude awakening in the month of February or 
Jlarch four years ago to find that seven of the bus1 
c,~mpanies doing busiiless in this parish, (I  ill say 
here that of the 160 odd 'buses registered in  this 
island 0111~ one half or a little over that carry on 
busineh3 in St. Micharl; I speak with great author- 
ity on this matter because of the interest I take in 
i t )  whelL this Association presented a statemellt with 
facts ant1 figures as a forerunner to what we are go- 
ing to see in a couple of weeks; the statement com- 
ing like a bolt from the blue, showed that they had 
lost molley and that they had made no money. 

S'ome people beliere that in public life you get 
friendly with people and you must be told that "X" 
is a White man and "T" is a Black man. Those per- 
FOnS who consider that they could play up to my 
friendship so as to make me turn myself into a hypo- 
crite, withdrew their friendship; but I am still here 
and I will be here as long as my breath lasts, no mat. 
ter  what system of local Government you have. Be- 
cause we had the courage and tenacity, (unfortun- 
ctely the Government did not have a little more cour- 
age in this matter,) to say that ~v'e were not accept- 
ing certain thing5 a i d  we sought refuge in the l a ~  
courts, me found a good number of Concessionaires 
backing d o ~ v ~ l  and agreeing to submit returns; and 
those who did not submit returns took up the posit- 
Yion that they wonld fig-ht us in court aiid the 1a1~ 
gave them the right to withhold tbeir books. 

I n  our first case nre won triumphantly over one 
companr; as regards the other company we vpre de- 
fratecl ignominiously. Ton have running in St. Mi- 
chael. the Diamond Bus Company and others. For: 
'tunatelj- for me, because I have become Church- 
m7arden this year, T have gone on the Advisory Board 
of the Department of Highways and Transport. 1; .is 
not bkcanse the Government X-ould like me to,'my 
tilinIp which T do not want to say, because thyT 
do not like me there T will go home. 1 made,it cleap 
.that I w ~ u l d  express m -  view and if thev did,.hot like 
St. the). could 110t do allything because I an  elect- 
ed  representative of the people. I 

I was saying, sir, you have the Diamond Bus 
Cornpally with seven Dues, the General iV10tor Bus 
Company with 30, the Liberty Bus Company 5, the 
Lincok Company 10, the My Lords Hill Bus Com- 
pany 5,  the National Bus Company 12, and the Yonk- 
ers Bus Company 12. That is notning to do with the 
Central Bus Company, the Leeward Bus Company, 
the St. George Bus Company and so on. When we 
fought that particular Company in  St. Michael i t  
r:*ade nothing. four years ago. I n  that year six of 
these companies, not, the General Bus C'ompany, sent 
in returns saying that they had made absolutely 
nothing. One man had the guts t o  sign as Auditor-, 
and Eecretary; that is how i t  worked. I 

6.05 p.m. 
Now, sir, I have just got f i ~ u r e s  which I propose 

to give to this House. Perhaps, when this is over, 
somebody will say that I all1 no longer a protagonist 
for free enterprise and that I have changed my views, 
but that is not so. As I have said, five years ago 
representation was made to the Directof. of High- 
ways & Transport, but he refused to do one thing. 

Let me say at  once that I have,a tremendous 
 mount of criticisni for the Gcvernme'nt on this mat- 
ter. Let me also apprise yo'u of something before 
I give you these figures. Before a man runs a bus 
company, he must be given a comession. When he 
makes a return to the Vestry, hg; makes that return 
on his net profits, that is to say, before he makes his. 
leturn not only for trade profit but for income tax, 
he takes out 20% of the profik. I n  otlier words, if 
his bus company makes $7,000 when he trades this 
year, before he decides whatjprofits he has made to 
tell the Vestry, he takes o i ~ t  20%. He th'en takes 
out what he pays his staff$ what he pays to bny his 

s for spare parts before he 
sends in his return. one Concessionaire 
said: "I had to and six tyres 

NOW, I havme g t these figures from the record 
to quote to this &use. and these are the figures 
of the Diamond Bps Company after the Concession- 
aire paid himself, and all of that.  I n  1950 he re- 
turned a profit OF $758, and said that was made on 
the buses of his,' company. I n  1951 the profit was 
$560. 111 1952, ho retnrn was made of profit; that 
,3 2s the yyar whec evcry Concessionaire lo9k. stock 
and barrel1 sent in  a return saying "We have lost 
money. " . 

Now, that particular year. this company did 
not go to court when the St. Michael Vestry rated 
those bus compapies. The Vestry reasoned this way: 
it would not b.e fair to rate a men with a motor 
lorry on alprofit of $240 aiid then not to rate buses 
at  all. So that company was rated on a profit of 
$2,667, and it did not oppose that rate as I have 
said already. Tn the next year 1953, because the 
Vestry showed courage and did no namby-pamby 
nonsenhe the previous year, a return came in from 
that same company showing a profit of $1,407. The 
following year, 1954, it sent in a return of $1,894. 
Now, this ,ye&? 1955 (and this is not rating them 
arbitrarily) that company has sent in  a return of a 
profit of $1,685. The only year that the Director 
of that cpmpany said he lost money was in  1952. 

I t  is (said that of the members of the House, the 
two ,members who can afford to say that you should 
inerease bus-fares are my colleague and myself. 
because i t  m~ould not affect our constituents; we 
being the representatives of the City of Bridgetown. 
Of course, I can say you should increase bus fa,res;- 
I am not put here just to represent the City of' 
Bridgetown. T will say this in all decency to the 

.c,oncessionairt- of the Diamond Bus Company: h a  
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never quarrelled or made any row in 1952 when 
the Vestry rated him on a profit of $2,667 although 
he had sent i11 like the others to say he had lost 
money. 

Naturally the bus business is a fraternity; so he 
went along with people in it. I remember on that 
occasion that I looked at the proprietor of this bus 
company and told him this: "people like you should 
have concessions; to my dying day I will see no big 
concern swamp up  people llke you in that business; 
but if the big people adopted that same attitude, 
what do you think will happen to the people in the 
Almshouse and Nightingale Home? Let me tell you 
that if the day should come that the big people 
want to swamp you, I will back you to the end, 
Lut you must contribute your quota of taxation." 

Let us ilow take the figures of the Liberty Bus 
Company. Now the Diamond Bus Conlpany of 
which I just quoted figures has seven buses; the 
Liberty Bus Company has five. Let me say at  
once that the Liberty Bus Com~any  on that occasion 
d id  not associate itself with what was going on. This 
is the return which the Liberty Bus Company sent 
in from 19.50:- 

.... .... .... 1950 .... $ 390 
.... .... .... 1951 .... 468 
.... .... .... 1952 .... 1,905 
.... .... .... 1953 .... 1,426 
.... .... .... 1954 .... 738 
.... .... .... 1955 .... 924 

Watch the ups and downs. Of course every 
-j-ear's profit will. not be the same. 
6.15 p m .  

This year $9,246; that is the Liberty Bus Corn- 
. These things should be discussed that the public 

mig %-know. I noticed that the Concessionaires are 
planning to get more money to  pay drivers etc. The 
owner of the Lincoln Bus Company is a member of 
the St. Michae17s Vestry, and he stood side by side 
Ttith the others to make these fellows pay taxes. In  
1951 $772; in 1952 $3,007; in  1953 $3,883; in 1954 
$605; in 1955 $454. 

Now, you have the figures of the National Bus 
Company. [A VOICE : How many buses?] The 
National Bus Company has 12. This Company is a 
limited liability company. I do not know if the 
solicitor of this Conlpany is in  the House now; and 
even if he were, i t  waould make no difference to me. 
The following are their returns: I n  1950 $1,214; ir. 
1951 and 1952, they put  on a 'blaclr-out'; that is, in 
1952 they paicl no taxes. 

Mr. Speaker, you know the law. I n  1953, again 
they paid no taxes; but we were not daunted. A 
ease was b r o ~ ~ g h t  by the Vestry, and if I renleinber 
correctly, the Hon. Premier was in this case, and he 
argued what t he -  paid him to argue. That is the 
right way; in his place, 1 would have got up and clone 
i t  myself. The Hon. Premier argued that they made 
no money. [Lolcd Laughter.] 

In  1954, they again claimed they made no money. 
Mr. Speaker. this company actually vent  to the 
Vestry for four consecutive years with the similar 
claim: they made no money. But the Chief Justice 
ruled then that the books could not be called for be- 
cause there was no auditor. Listen, Mr. Speaker, we 
calculated no taxes. I n  other words, even if you 
have used the five year average, at  no time during the 

1 three years, (1951-53) was the National Bus Corn 
I pany made to pay one cent. But  I am trying to draw 

the attention of the House to the fact that in  1955- 
VG'IGbiS : Order ! Order !] 

Mr. SPEAKER: There seem to be some un, 
healthy asides meant to detract the honourable mem- 
ber who is spealdng. 

Mr. E . D. MOTTLEY: I11 1955, without ally 
prompting, the same Company who had previously 
refused to pay taxes, this particular company having 
gained increased bus fares through claiming that they 
had made no money said a t  last-[Mr. BAICROW: 
That is not true.] Db not tell me it is not true. The 

1 very next year after they said they had made no 
money, the Company made a return of over $2,000. 
[Laz~ghter.] But that is not the most amusing thing; 

the Yonkers Bus Company in  1951 returned $415. 
I11 1952 when we went into Court, we had to rate 
them a t  a figure of approximately $4,000, and the 
Judge increased i t  because i t  was kllown that they 
had taken out money from the business, which i t  was 
not lawful for them to have talcen out. I n  1953, 
the returns were: over $4,000. I n  1954 they paid 
$2,618 and in 1955 they paid approximately the 
same. 

Now, I want to draw your attention to something. 
I t  is a point nhich I believe the honourable junior 
member for St. George is doubtful about. I am going 
to deal with the National Bus Company first. Here 
is a Company with 12 buses on the Black Rock route. 
Any member of this Chamber can, at  7 o'clock in the 
morning, get in a car and follow the buses from 
Paynes Bay to Bridgetown, and he will find that a t  
cvery stop pole with three or four buses running one 
behind the other, there are people still waiting and 
robedy can get a seat. You will also find that people 
working in Bridgetown are forced to pay an addi- 
tional three cents from Harrison7s corner to the Kus 
terminus so as to ensure themselves of an  early seat 
ill the homeward bound buses. 
6.25 p.m. 

On the other hand this is what was revealed in 
the Court before the Chief Justice; that this Com- 
pnny after o~e ra t ing  for all these years, is making 
a o money. This Company has not even got a garage 
in which to put its buses, but the National Bus Com- 
pany pays $200 a month to the only shareholder in 
the Company to put  up the buses in his garage. The 
National Bus Company is a separate entity owned 
%'v one man who lnade all the money; but the owner 
of the National Bus Company v ~ u l d  not p~xt  anv- 
thing in the name of the company, puts a garage in 
:?is namP and pays himself $2M) a month. That is 
tank dishonestv- and that is not all. 

I t  was revealed that the National Bus Company 
cwed away $26,000. When I asked the Director of 
Highways a,nd Trarwport the other day: is it not a 
shame that you cannot get better buses? The reply 
made to me was this: "I have gone to some of theso 
Concessionaires; I have dri+n from Paynes Bay to 
Bridgetown and there is the need for more buses." 
The argument is that they have not increased our 
bus fares and therefore we cannot put  on any addi- 

1 tional buses. 
It is the easiest thing to run between Bridge- 

town and Black Rook; you talre off 20% for depre- 
ciation and you are keeping the same 6uses which 
you had in 1940 m n n i i ~ g  on the road. What has 
Leconie of the money for depreciation if you have not 
built up  your businbss? If you were a man about 
town you would know where the money is. 

The one mistakewhieh the Government has made I is that they did not take away the buses already; the 



Fame buses which produced the money, 'buy a gaso- 
lene station, and pay $2001 a month for rent. It was 
revealed in the C'ourt what salaries are paid to cer- 
tain people; and then i t  came out that they never got 
more than $20 a week. Both Counsel in here know 
i l l  i t  was sworn to ill the Court that they paid $35 
a week. 

Mr. Speaker, if these Concessio~iaires could say: 
"I have been running this business properly, I have 
to take the money and get up-to-date buses," then 
you would begin to talk about a case. The I-Ion. 
Leader of the Opposition has come from a family 
who has been prosperous in  this country throughout 
the Rar. Of course they made money during the 
TVar; but if you walk down Broad Street, fro111 the 
Premier to Tal-a-la-la can see the presellt improve- 
ment; you can see that they have improved their 
businem.;. You must make money, but you cannot 
take all the money aad  do not put back anything in 
the business. 

The late Sir Laurie Pile made money out of his 
plantation but he took that money he made out of the 
business and put down factories; but  this Company 
has taken the money to run  Servicenter Limited 
vlrich must charge the National Bus Company out 
cjf all and then the Company shows that 
it is not making any money. 

Mr. Speaker, there are a lot of educational gen- 
iuses in this House, I remember when as a little boy, 
J got into the third standard and was taught the Rule 
ol Three; I could find all the answers, but I could 
not work out the problems. And I never copied! 
[laughter.] Well, sir, this report reminds me of 
tha t ;  they arrive a t  a decision that  bus fares should 
be increased but they cannot show how much money 
buses have been collecting, how many paesellgers they 
have been carrying and the like. 

This is the argument used: in 1939 you awarded 
the concession, and you have not increased bus fares ; 
that  is true, but it is also true that per ratio per mile 
you have the highest rate in the West Indies. When 
they were awarded these concessions they had to run  
a bus four times an  hour on this route. As time went 
on they carried three and four instead of one. 

I am su'bmitting that the public has to decide; 
in  those days when you run  four times ail hour, the 
bus had to make four trips and the capacity was 3.0 
passengers. The buses had to run empty because 
the economic position of the people was such that 
they could not afford to travel. 
6.35 p.m. 

You are going to find that for the same fou- 
movements in  and out in  an  hour, that a bus if it, 
carried 300 passengers then, carries 1,500 now 

During those days, buses just ran up aiid down. 
They only rarried a full complement of passengers 
at the peak hours. I remember in 1945 when I caused 
electric lights to be put  along Grazettes Road that 
you used to see plenty people walking along thar 
road on their way to work coming from Cave Hill. 
Show me now anybody coming along Grazettes Road 
from Ca,ve Hill. The people drive now all the timc. 
You see buses bringing into town 500 people 110~:- 

adays to work instead of 50 people in those days. 
The Report of the Committee appointed to 1001; 

into this question recommends a n  increase in bus 
fares but we hare not had the honour of reading i t  
or  doing anything about it; all that we see about it 
are the little sketches that were published in the 
newspapers. What I have to say about that is thib, 
Mr. Speaker: I feel that the Government blundered 
in passing the Emergency Powers Bill instead of 
dealing with this matter. I was not in the House 
when that  Bill was passed but if I were here, it 

would not have been passed. I would say no more 
oil that. The Government should have given this 
House the opportunity to discuss this Report from 
every possible angle so as to let the public kno~v 
what is the situakion. 

Let me say now thal the Government has blun- 
dered severely in actually expressing the ~ i e w  that. 
they have adopted the report and actually comniit- 
ting themselves to giving bus Concessionaires a 157; 
rebate on gasolene. That is a n  acknowledgement thaf, 
the bus Concessionaires are entitled to some increase, 
and I am s ~ y i n g  that that is not so. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I am sorry to interrupt 
the hon. member. I t  was made very clear that the 
Government said that they were dissatisfied with the 
transport service as i t  is, the way in which it was 
run by some people, and the l o ~  wages paid; and 
for that reason Government was prepared to offer 
a 15% rebate on gasolene subject to the approvn! 
of the Legislature. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Even that I say is 
wrong. The Government says i t  is dissatisfied; iC 
you are dissatisfied with the way the bus service is 
run, the first thing you should have done was to find 
out what the industry could pay. You have no 
right to say that you are going to give them a re- 
bate; that action of yours is questiona,ble. You should 
have first asked: what money are you taking in?  
What are your profits? The Hon. Minister of Com- 
munications should pay great heed to the economy 
of this industry. 

I am told that there are 160 odd buses in  this I country. I have not had the time to read the report, 
but I am saying that you should have approached 
this matter from a scientific and economic point of 
view. You should have found out what the indus- 
t ry is worth and for what would you capitalise l60 
odd buses. Would you capitalise then1 for one milliou 
dollars or two million dollars? If you capitalise them 
at  one million dollars and the people in the industry 
tell you that they have lost $37,000 in  a year, what do 
you say to that 7 If they say their loss is $37,009 
a year, how is that apportioned? There is no justiii- 
cation, nor any reason why this Government should 
have coininitted this coniltr~- to giving this 15% re- 
bate on gasolene to bus Concessionaires. What I ail1 
saying is this: because they say t h ~ y  lost $37,000 
a year, is that sufficient to say that you are justified 
in giving a rebate of 13% on gasolene? 

Sow, Xr.  Speaker, you have two sets of buses: 
one which runs in the City and the other which runs 
in the country districts. Let us take the buses which 
run in the country districts. I am asking how is that. 
loss of $37,000 apportioned to those which run  i n  
the countrp districts ? I. am sttbrnitting to you that 
iiot one cent can be lost by those which run in the City 
area. I do iiot think they are losing anything; i t  may 
be a qnestioii of whether they are nlaking suffici~iit 
money. 

A maii should be allowed to take out his 209, 
depreciation, pay himself, aiid be allowed interest 
on his money invested; because if he has put thal; 
money which he had invested into the hands of a. 
Solicitor, he mould get 6% on it. J say again, yoir 
must approach this matter in a scientific and busi- 
izesslike manner. The first thing which you harp 
to do is to apportion this loss of $37,000 to the in- 

I ~ e t  ill@ say that when I read these cases about 
bus Concessionaires I smiled, and when I read some- ! dustry- 

/ thing of the report on the industry T siniled greater. 
When you awarded concessions in those days, peo- 

1 ple clamoured from the country districts to come to 
town. Since then there has been a tremendous change 

I in those people coming to town. 



What has brought about the change is ( a )  your 
Shtop Closing Act; in other words the b,:ses ~vhich 
brought a tremendous number of peode froilk the 
country districts on Saturdays no longer do so, 
since the people do not come to town o~ving to the 
early closing of city shops. And (b)  the merchant; 
i n  the City have carried their shops in the country; 
hence the buses when you made your first award of 
concessions and fixed your price, used to bring a 
tremendous n~!nzber of p-rsons into the City and 
back; but now there is a substantial change in those 
people coming to town from the country districts. But 
there is also a substantial change in the travelling 
public in the City; i t  has been improved to aboilt 
ten timep as much as what travelled in 1939. 
6.54 p.m. 

Hcn. nlembers will recall that there was ration- 
ing of gasolene during World War 11. One ~vonders 
if you give a 15% rebate how you are going to con 
trol a company like the Self-help Enterprises Ltd., 
ail the selling of gasolene only to a bus company. 
The Hon. Premier would ~ e r h a p s  have an  answer 
for  that. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The mileage should 
show the number of gallons you have used.] Thc 
Hon. Premier says you know that when you have 
travelled six miles you have used up six gallons 
Well, thak to me is a blunder you have made, and 
cannot be regarded as a straight forward honest 
transaction. Let tha Hon. Minister say what he wants 
t o  say now. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: On the floor of this 
House, Mr. Speaker, I said I did not believe that the 
bus C~onces~ionaire~ were sustaining losses; but our 
attitude is that the service as a public service was 
hopeless. We ~van t  new buses and we want to see a 
general improvenlent in  accommodation. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: You are telling the 
public that you are going to give the Concession- 
aires a 15% rebate because you want them to brin:: 
in  more new buses. The point I wish to impress uporl 
the Hon. Premier is this: consider this from a busi- 
ness point of view; when a company with 15 buses 
bays they are making no money, one scmletilnes u'on- 
ders how that could be. Take the capacity of those 
15  buses a t  its highest; with the buses on the route 
so many times a day, one would have to be a superb 
mathematician to prove that that company is losing 
money under such circumstances. Naturally, I may 
have to say something in reply, and some ho11. mem- 
ber has suggested to me to deal with the General 
Bus Company; I am going to deal with the General 
now. 

When I first went to the St. &ficha,el's Vestry, 
I observed that Eckstein's, for fire consecutire years, 
paid not one cent in taxes. For  all the time they 
were running b n ~ e s - [ ~ o n .  Q. H. ADAMS : I never 
worked for the General Bus Conlpany as owned b>- 
the Ecksteins.] I never said so. I lrnow that they 
ilever, during the period to which 1 referred, paid 
cne cent. But J-ou must give credit where creait i q  
due. Immediately as the Dowdil~g Trading Co. took 
it oyer, there was a great change: and since the11 
they have made upwards as high as $40,000; an? 
that has always been taken as a guide for those of 
us who have the responsibility of taxing people in 
this country. We felt that if this Compaag cou1,l 
make money the Balls route, the Eagle Hall rout? 
and other such routes wwe making money too. The 
same concern with 30 buses in the year 1950 ma,de 
$26,439, and the National Bus Company with 13 
buses, $1,214. Now the next thing I am coming to is 
this: in  1951 they made nothing. 

I know that some hon. members of this House 
may be inclined to say that the senior member for 

the City lamb-based these Colllpanies on the one 
hand, and then defended the General Bus Company 
on the other; but what I am saying now, I am say- 
iug in fairness. I must draw this comparison to show 
that if a Company with 30 buses could makr ~ u c h  
returns, what we must expect from the others. 

I am going to make this point: even the Gov- 
ernment, Mr. Speaker, cannot fail to admit that in  
the business of facts and figures showing how many 
buses you carry and every other detail, you have n9 
right to allow this. On the other hand this is what 
hon. members must address their minds to:  there 
is the General Bus Company which is a separate and 
distinct entity from Dowding Estates Limited. [A 
VOICE : What did they pay?] The Premier is 
slsking a question; if I were a member of the Gov- 
ernment I would have got the facts. lkgislation can 
do anything. I bet if you had a Commission you 
mould find out the difference. Here, you have Dowd- 
ing Estates doing the work and providing the ser- 
vice: frankly, I do not think that that rebate is 
fair to the pwple of this island. 
6.55 p.m. 

I say this: the Government has seriously blur,- 
clered; they have blundered, in  that their duty is to 
the people of this country and not merely to the Coa- 
cessionaires. I n'ould like to say this: there are no 
two ways about i t ;  in private places, in secret places 
it is rumoured that a promise was made by some 
members of the Government to increase busfares. 
In  other places i t  was even stated that this increase 
had been recommended. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Im- 
possible.] I t  is being said with a lot of justification 
and truth that a promise was made to increase bus- 
fares [Hon. R. G. MAPP: By whom?] By som? 
members of the Government. It is said that that 
was recommended by the transport authorities; 1 
challenge them to say that that is not so. You can- 
not help hearing these1 things; i n  all sorners you 
hear that they have promised to increase bus fares; 
but now that they do not know what the position i? 
they are giving this rebate. 

I say that they are wrong twice. If there is 
any justification for a n  increase i n  bus fares let 
us face the position and say: "let us  increase the 
bus fares". But until you can prove what money 
you are spending and i n  what you1 are spending it, 
it is wrong to increase bus fares. I repeat that  the 
Government has made a mistakel; all they have to 
do is to advertise in the Advocate concessions for 
ten years and not for five years. I say ten years 
because if you are asking for a proper service no- 
body will take up  $150,000 and give a proper ser- 
vice otherwise. 

A Jew would teach his son that even if he does 
not know money he should talk about it [laughter 1 
Nobody would take $150,0013 and put i t  in a proper 
service for under ten years. The Government must 
advertise these concessions. [I-Ion. G. H. ADAMS : 
We are going to do that.] Well, do i t  quickly. l 
\I-ould say this: both the Government and the 
Transport Board are bluffing; they are playing 
poker and nobody is showing his hands. Do not 
think that I would be satisfied to have any concession 
given to anybody again, and that person treat peo- 
ple as he likes. 

I would like to say that all over the world you 
have a proviso that all school children during school 
hours should be allowed to travel a t  half fare;  that 
should be done with the Concessionaires. Another 
thing is this: in  the new concessions I hope i t  will 
be made perfectly clear that some 'of the practiccr, 
which have been carried on with the awarding of 
the concessions will be dealt with. bet us take the 
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Pine; you have about 700 or 800 houses in the Pine 
now, and a man must get out a t  the bottom of the 
district and walk. YOU have to provide feeder 
~outes.  

Now there is the indication by the Minister of 
Communications about removing "pirate" buses off 
the roads. Show me the person who would get into 
one of these "piraten buses if we had proper b u s ~ ,  
take these buses of the road and you lose your seat9 
in here. The trouble about these Ministers is that 
they get sufficient money to get a motor car and they 
just forget. 
7.05 p.m. 

It is so easy for my colleague and inyself to say 
that you should increase bus-fares; but we feel we 
represent the islancl, therefore, I can speak of the 
service by the Pickups. Do you think persons would 
sit choked up and pressed together in a Pickup if 
you had a decent bus service? Read what the Hon. 
Minister of Communications said about the matter. 

Mr. Speaker, I throw this out as  a warning: 
rather than get Pickups off the road, rather than to 
remove the converted trucks which carry their 
ware, you should make regulations to keep them. 
1 have 'beell told that the regulations which came 
down here to get them off the road went through the 
window. 

If the Government's attitude is to retain 
"pirute" buses let me say I am on your side. [A 
VOICE : "pirate" buses that carry passengers with 
1uqgage.l I hear sotto aoce that they will retain 
"pirate" buses which carry passengers with lug- 
gage; but let us say that a bus runs: from Mile-and- 
a-Quarter nnd leaves fifteen and twenty passellgers 
there without any luggage, how are they going to 
get to work? [A VOICE: Borrow some luggage 
and put  into it.] Let me say again that if i t  comes 
that the Government are allowing "pirate " buses to 
remain I am with them. 

Let me say sir, that  this report fro111 the Bus 
Enquiry Committee is absolutely flat. I am thro~v- 
ing this out to the Government: I do not like the 
attitude of being unreasonable on the other hand; 
I do not like to be fooled. 

I do not think personally, that snEcient evi- 
dence is in the report by the Bus Enquiry Commit- 
tee to put before this Chail~ber. Let us get a t  the 
root of this matter; let this matter be dealt with 
by a Commission. Can i t  be done that way? Let 
a Commission find out what capital there is in the 
industry and all of that as well as how this loss is 
apportioned. If your idea is to give them a 15% 
rebate and you prove your case I ail1 with you; 
but if you do iiot prove your case that is a different 
matter. Have you proved your case? Let me know 
how many passengers you ar? carrying and how 
much money you are taking first, if you prove 
your case, that is, that you are running a t  a loss, 
and your answer is a 15% rebate on gasolene, I 
mill say let us do it. 

I say again that  if they say they have lost 
$37,000, it is my belief that is due to the changed 
circumstances in the country districts since you 
have fixed your price. I feel if a loss can be proved 
that  i t  will be proved on bnses that run the short 
routes, but I mill iiot be convinced unless you give 
me the real'facts. I feel that the fares charged on 
the short routes where the great number of people 
are travelling are adequate and sufficielit for a rea- 
sonable profit. 

The Hon. Premier has said that  bus Conces- 
sionaires are to put on 30 new bnses. Is i t  not a 
fact that for  the past 14 years you have been allow- 
ing these people to take off money for depreciation 
of these buses? Tell me how many buses they have 

put on for  the last 14 years; is i t  not a fact that  
you have ten-year old buses on the routes? What 
has been done with the money that  you allow them 
to take out for the purpose of replacement of buses? 
Why should i t  be necessary to take the people of 
this country and subject them to a decrease of tax- 
ation by the 15% rebate you proiniseci to give these 
Concessionaires? I hope, Mr. Speaker, that some 
honourable member will say something on this mat- 
ter  to give me the opportunity to reply. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, I beg to second 
this motion that this House do now adjourn for five 
minutes in order that I can make a contribution to 
this debate. I t  is only a few weeks ago that I for- 
mally in this House raised the question of the na- 
tionalisation of public passenger transport in this 
:sland. A long time ago, p  ears ago) I advocated 
the nationalisation of public transport ; and once 
again I formally propose in this Chamber that i t  
should take place. 

Let there be no misunderstanding about that 
~ . t  all. The people of this country from the time 
they voiced their opinions via the secrecy of the 
ballot box in 1951, contemplated aiid intended a t  
the earliest possible opportunity that  this Govern- 
ment should nationalise healthy concerns, in- 
teresting commodities or any line of activity which 
the public must have and which could belong within 
the category of public utilities. That was not mere- 
ly because of the promise which the honourable and 
learned member for St. Joseph made many years 
%go in respect of the Barbados Electric Corporation, 
but because of the example of Great Britain which 
he had in mind; that is, the nationalisation of the 
various industries which the British Labour Gov- 
ernment carried into effect during the period they 
were in office. And i t  was confidently expected and 
looked forward to that no opport~ulity would be 
lost in natioiialising anything which was thought t o  
be for the public benefit, despite the capitalist's 
pressure. Certainly, public @qsenlger transport 
comes within this category. 
7.15 p.m. 

Mr. Spealier, I am afraid that tlie acoustics of 
this Chamber are deteriorating; or is i t  that unless 
one shouts like a certain vociferous member who has 
just sat down, one is not noticed by the hon. members 
o!: the Government. However, if the hon. senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph would not pay so much attention 
to those on his immediate left, aiid would pay atten- 
tion to what ~ ~ o u l d  benefit him [VOIC'ES: Hear! 
Hear!]I am certain he would be able to hear; and 
'there is no reason- 

At this stage Mr. Rpeaker Left t7ze L%ai*r amd 
Jfr.  Depcty  8pecu7eer too~k the C7zair. 

Mr. BRANCKER: And there is no reason why 
he, and the colony as a result should not benefit. 
Anyway, as I was sayi~lg, not only is nationalisation of 
such a public utility as bus transport necessary, but 
i t  is what the people of this island have been expect 
ing froin 1951; it is nhat  is clearly desirable; and 
frt is what is presented in simple fact, as a result of 
the state of affairs a t  present existing. Unless I did 
not hear correctly, in a certain letter which was read 
the other afternoon, reference was made to the Gov- 
ernment,'~ taking over this service. 

Xationalisation is just a question of Government, 
arranging to m n  the public transport of this island, 
having agreed to take i t  over at  a reasonable figure. 
You would not have to have a luinp sum; a reason- 
able figure is arrived at  and the rest is paid ad l&. 

One mnst not let the irnpressioll get around, a s  well 
it, might, that now is not the ideal time to nationalise 
this service; i t  is the duty of a socialist government. 
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I t  is, in fact, absolutely llecessary for ally Labour 
Government to do. Even a Conservative govern men^ 
mould have the foresight to see the bmenefits that 
would accrue to the people as  a whole. But if there 
-\\ere any diffidence 011 the part of this Government 
i t  is quite possi'ble, Mr. Deputy Speaker, to arrange 
for consultations wi t i  the leaders of the present Op- 
position in the United Kingdom as to the best means 
of affecting the nationali~ation of a public utility 
such this. The hon. senior member for St. Joseph 
might take a t r ip  to the United Kingdom (with our 
biessing) and confer with Mr. Attlee as to the man- 
ner in which nationalisation of certain utilities and 
industries was so smoothly affected during the tenure 
of office of the United Kingdom's Labour Party. 

I think I have said enough to let it be clearly 
understood as to how strongly I am willing to snp- 
port the policy of nationalisation in  connection with 
this public utility. This is the system to sho~v the 
initiative and the resource of a certain set of people 
who have come into power; and whenever an oppor- 
tunity arises for nationalisation, (and even if an op- 
portunity does not arise) every attempt should be 
made to nationalise. If  the will to natioiialise is there, 
then I see no insuperable difficulties in arriving at  
the question of finance. 

I will now speak on what has been describecl as 
"pirate" buses; these are the 17ehicles which are 
11,arked "Luggage Vans". I must also confess that 
there will be no compromising in any attenzpt to re- 
inove these vehicles off our roads. You cannot, con- 
template any improvement of the bbus service which 
would be so elaborate as to  provide a system of bus 
transport for every village in  this community, and a t  
every reasonable time that persons might want to 
travel from tow- to country. The luggage van is the 
poor man's taxi. 

There is a system at  the present time of unfail- 
and unreasonable prosecutions by the Police Depart- 
ment of the luggage van driyers and owners oil the 
leeward coast; and it would be interesting to hear 
the views of my colleagues who represent the peo- 
ple on the windward coast. 

Luggage vans have saved the Concessionaires of 
tke leeward district. I am not saying whether the 
C'oncessionaires should have more buses or whether 
the existing buses should run more promptly; but 
l am saying that the serTice is not half as good as i t  
should be ; that is, the normal service for the specific 
routes: the routes say, from Pie Corner to Bridge- 
town. That requires a t  least to be doubled. 

By the use of two additional %uses they could 
run a relay or half relay service ; so that all increaseq 
in the bus service will help to cater to other people 
who are not on the main highways. [A VOIClE : 
There is no law to stop that now.] There is where the 
luggage van is BO inore than the poor man's taxi. 
7.25 p m .  

People who are living ju the northern part of the 
Jleadquarters of the Barbados Potteries Limited, and 
apart from the employees of that concern, in order 
to get t o  S.peiqhtst,own, what hare  the^ got to do?  
They have to take a bns from TJpper Orange Hill to 
Bridgetown and then wt a bus from Bridgeto~m to 
TO to Spei~htstown. They ha\+ to travel two long 
1.outes in order t o  cover what should bt. a comnara- 
tivelv short cross countrr journe~?, and that is vhere 
the l u ~ v e  van is nothinp l e ~ s  than the poor man7? 
iaxi. 

Now. ~ i r .  thew is one thing which I omitted to 
refer t o  nwoaos  of nationalisation: and i t  is that 
ailtomaticallv everv employee of the bus companies 
will hn,>nmp n C-nrrrnmcnt Servant rit11 p-n~ion 

rights accruing to him. That is why those who mnork 
at the private firm which does the printing are al- 
ways saying to me : "We will 'become Government 
eillployees and be certain of our pension rignts ac- 
 ruing to us; can you not ask the question e v e q  
three months 7 ' ' 

That will be the happy lot of the employees of 
these bus companies when the Government nationalises 
the public transport. I do  not say "if and when" the 
Government nationalises it and I hope that I was 
audible on the other side of the table. 

I hope that some other hon. members who have a 
inore intimate knotvledge of the Windward Coast of 
this island will make their worthy contributions to 
tll:is debate a p v o p s  to these luggage vans. I hare a 
fairly extensive knowledge of them not only because 
my constituents would not be able to reach the Cit,. 
or my collelague and w s e l f  wi t i  the facility with 
which they reach us without the use of the luggage 
vans; or because I live in a parish which is served 
1,y them 'because as a practitioner in a profession 
which a t  least one hon. member of this House had to 
forsake because there was nothing remunerative in  
it. I have an inside lriiowledge of the running and 
the necessity of these "Pick-ups" as  we call them: 

These "pirate7' buses are disagreeable, unpleas- 
ant, obnoxious and unsuitable ; they are "Pick-ups ", 
they pick you up [laughter.] I n  order that  you may 
look after your luggage they pick you up as well. If 
;~nythirrg went wrong with your bicycle you would 
be able to accompany i t  to the City so as  t o  ensure 
that the bell or anything else not removed from 
it. They are the means of transportation which en- 
ables people from the country to come to Bridge- 
town as often as they like. 

People are entitled to come to Bridgetown when- 
ever they want to do so; they should not be told: 
'You should do your business in  the C'ity once d 

week, and you should not have any need to come 
into the ci ty more than once7'. They should h v e  the 
opportunity to be able to come to Bridgetom and 
not be forced to leave the City at 5, o'clock or  6 
o'clock in the afternoon because the buses do not run 
aiter that hour; and theS have to get the conveni- 
ence of a "Pick-up" to  take them from a cinema or  
f ~ i e n d s  or anything else in the City of Bridgetown 
which they want to see. A terrible thing would be 
done if thc\c. ~ehicles n'ere eliminated from our 
streets. 

The hon. senior member for Bridgetown was 
spelaking on the question olf bbus fares. Perhaps the 
fault might be mine, but I could not quite understan.' 

1 which way he was leaning; but he eventually got 
where he was going by a process of agility which 

l w r y  few of 11s would ever hope or try to emulate 
, [Eatcgkte~.] ITowever the longer the route, the cheap- 

t-r in proportion should be the fare. I n  the C5ty some- 
times people take buses when they could really walk; 
if I lived in the fity I would walk from there to the 
General Hospital, but people in the CSty cannot 
v;allc a t  all. 

i When it comes to the country districts, the wear 
;.nd tear on a hus mllst he vcrv much lew than i t  

I would be in the Citv. You have H bus running along a 
i route but the Tireward bus is not sup~osed  to take up  

anv passengers until i t  reaches Sandy bane. It mould 
I he' running from the Parochial Buildings to Sandy 

T~ane on a nonstop run on a perfectly good road: 
and then it continues until it gets to Holetown and 
then i t  makeq its first stop i n  order to collect or dron 
bff p e o ~ l e  mFa have h u ~ i n ~ s g  in Her Maiestv7s Co-7l.t 
there. Then i t  VOPC on +o Trents Corner. i t  is usi~allv 
required to stop there: then on to Monnt 



Standfast, St. Albans, Road View and so on. In the 
City you have the heavier wear and tear on the buses 
because of the frequency with which they have to 
stop; but in the country districts people who live i n  
particular villaga have very few stops in the areas. 
Ivben you reach St. Llucy and you get to the Parish 
Church or Nesfield, the bus does not get another stop 
i~i l t i l  i t  reaches Durham. 
7.35 p.m. 

Although the hon. senior member for tbe City 
has claimed that he is a representative of this island 
and not only a representative for the City of Bridge- 
town, yet one could not help seeing what is resting 
on his mind; that is, if there is t o  be any dzeren- 
tiatioll, the people in the C5ty must get the benefit 
\\bile the country people would have to suffer. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER; The hen. member 
hinted that there may be justifieatiolz for some in- 
crease in cour~try bus fares. 

BR ER; I am saying that there shouId 
be no increase in  bus fares even if the Government 
have to nationalise the concessions. DO not let there 
he any misunderstanding about that. 

The fare 26 cents is more than what the 
in the northern parts of t h k  island can afford to 
pay; and there is no justification to increase it, be- 

we have that long smooth, non-stop ride on 
that route except for twelve or eighteen stops in the 
whole journey. 

I hope there is no ambiguity in which I am put- 
tlng to the House ; that  is (a)  You should nation- 
aljw7 (b) do not trouble the Pickups7 because You 
r.;tn never have with our island 80 hone~combed with 
roads, a bus service to deal with all t h ~  thickly 
populated villages in the island and to deal with the 
transport a t  the various hours which the people re- 
quire. 

ut me say that the people in St. Lucy and St. 
Feter are as much entitled to see the nonsense which 
i s  exhibited a,t the Plaza, Empire and the Olympic 
Theatres as the people from Haggatt Hall and Brit- 
tons Hill. Do not let there be any fedilzg that it is 
the inherent right of persons born in the metro~oli- 
tan pmi& alone to go to a cinema; the people living 
ill St. Luoy, St. Peter or St. Andrew have to regard 
that as a special concession or Sunday ~rivilege. 

Those people who have been so good as to pur- 
their luggage vans have come to the rescue of 

the in the country districts; and it is the peo- 
pile who are clamouring for the retention of these 
luggage vans and are asking us to do all we call to see 
tliat they remain on the road. And if the people of 
the Windward district are insisting on the retelltion 
of. these vehicles as the people on the Leeward dis- 
trict, I cannot see the G5vernment so foolhardy in 
rkking ally lesislation which would cause them to 
be put the road to the direct of the 
people who live in  t h m  far  out districts and who 
have no motor cars. 

Mr. ~ e p u t y  Speaker, I think the two points 
which I have stressed and which I trust that the 
C'abinet will realise, and are being demanded and con- 
spquent1y expected of this a a m b e r  and Legis1ature 
of this island are: (a) that  we nationalise public 
Passenger transport, and (b)  that  we do nothing to 
iliterfere with this auxiliary seIT''h3 which m- 
17ided by 1~~s- VZbTIS. It may s e  that when You 
increase Your o ~ i b ~  service out of reasonable pro- 
nqrtion that you may consider the limiting of lug- 

vans to  the existing number to-day, and not to 
allow a meater number 60 do business; but  if yo11 
do~l'ble your bus  erv vice in the leeward district--- 

Mr. DEIPUTY SPEAKER: Do I understand 
;he hon. member correctly that the luggage van 
should not be nationalised? 

Mr. BRANCKER,: I am saying that there is 
still ample scope for the existing number of luggage 
vans which are supplying a long felt want on the 
leeward route; and I was saying that if you doublo 
ronr bus service on the Leeward routae you will still 
6eed those luggage vans. 

Mr. F'. b. WAIJCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on 
the last occasion when I had cause to speak on this 
matter, i t  was on the occasion when we were dealing 
with the question of Emergency Powers Bill. On 
that occaaion the report of this Bus Fares Enquiry 
Committee was not before this House. I have been 
fortunate since then to have seen a copy of that re- 
port, So 1 can more intelligently discuss this matt$- 
now. On that occasion an  attempt WFLS made to jus- 
tifiy the report of the Committee on the grounds that 
it did not necessarily need to have its terms of refer. 
ence expanded. Now, these are the terms of referenc~ 
of the Bus Fares Enquiry Committee :- 

"To investigate the claims of the Bus Conces- 
sionaires for an  increase in bus fares and to make 
I ecommendations to the Government before the 28th 
cf * h a r y ,  1995" 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let me remind the 
\-on. member that the report of this Committee was 
laid on the Table of this House previously. It is 
therefore a document of the House; but you will real- 
ise that i t  has not yet been printed and circulated 
10 hon members. I am wondering if you made refer- 
price to it, whether you would not be putting some 
ken. members at a d i d v a t a g e .  

Mr. F. L. WALCOT'T: They W not 'lje at a 
.disadvantage ; i t  is not my report; it is a report t o  
the House. 
7.45 p.m. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; I am merely asking 
the hon. member just to refer to it. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : You will very well under- 
stand, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that the terlns of 
reference of this Comniittee were sufficiently broad 
as to have merited a better composition thall it had;  
but be that as i t  may, we can still examine the terms 
o f  reference, because the principal one was to investi- 
gate the claims of the Concessionaires for an incaeas 
En bus fares and to make recommendations to the 
Government. Therefore my contention on the last, 
@ccasi@n, (which I reiterate to-day) w1= that the 
Government was asking a Committee to go into the 
question of investigating a matter in  which they 
would have to impose a n  increased burden on the 

public of this island: and in  my humble 
opillion i t  should not have been confined to Mr. Me. 
Demott,  Mr. Alkins, Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Clair- 
lnollte. 

I have llothing against these gentlemen; but 
10 say that in an island that professes to be evolving 
a s o t  of self-Govemment, i t  is surprising that no at- 
ipntion was given to having r ep re~n ta t ion  of a wider 
character in order that the community who m e  tb 
h,,, might be able to expre.ess +.heir views on the 

uestion. xven the worke& were not a&ed to 
a representative theye. But  Mr. Alkills is a gentleman 
n-ho represents one of the big fi- in this island 
while Mr. Claimontp is an ex-civil servant and 
MT. Armstrong is a member of the ~i~~ insurance 
Company. 1 have said that bekause of what have 
heard hon. members to have said in *th 
this Report. 

NOW, I do not think ,,oll pal? diwuss anvthil,e 
relative to this bus question o ~ i t h ~ ~ t  nuotin.r from 
S G I I I ~  document that bears a rCferCncp to it. ollt 



of the island a t  tlie time, and I understand that the 
report was print& in the local Press. But if I may 
be permitted to draw Your Honour's attention to the 
pa,ragraph which deals with the bus fares, 1 will deal 
with this phase fimt to show that there is no validity 
in the argument as  to why this type of representa- 
tive should have been excluded from this Commit- 
tee; because the terms of reference were to deal with 
it11 increase in fares; and when we think of broad 
representation, we think about putting people on a 
Committee who can serve in  that capacity. 

Now the Committee says: "The fares in use to- 
day waere fixed in 1939, and i t  is indisputable that 
wages and all other operational expenses have in- 
c.reased out of proportion to  revenue; and this was 
(alearly seen from our comparisons of the accounts 
for the years 1948 and 1953. We are satisfied there- 
fore that the present fares are inadequate to-day 
and should be increased. 

I am only going to speak on this. Report because 
1 intencl to show that even on the basis of this Re- 
port, the Government had no basis to agree to 
give a 15%) rebate to the bus Concessionaires. Now 
the Report goes on "We have found it difficult to 
determine on what basis the present Schedule of 
fares was originally fixed and i t  appears that no at- 
tention was paid a t  the time to certain relevant fac- 
tors such as mileage involved, nature of routes or 
density of potential passengers. It is assumed, there- 
fore, that the fares adopted approximate as  closely 
as possible to those which Tqe1-e in existence at the 
time the concessions were first introduced. " Then 
i t  goes on to show where ill agreement with the 
Director of Transport that a n  increase should bc 
based on a reliable formula; then in another para- 

it states L &unfortunately, it is not possible for 
us to  say, from the figures available, what will be the 
cet result of these inc rews  in terms of revenue, 'mt 
m are satisfied that they represent a reasonable, 
estimate which should improve the financial position 
of the concessionaire etc." 

This Committee was set up as an expert Com- 
i d t e e ;  and you Mr. Deputy Speaker, know in the 
context of the experts hory. that term is used in this 
island today. Here you have a committee of experts 
Investigating a matter with a view to discovering 
certain things; and they say: "well, we cannot eex- 
?mine facts and figures but here is what we say: we 
are satisfied with the information before us; unfor- 
tunately, it is possible for us to from the 
figures available, what will be the net result of these 
increases . . . . 1 7  

Now if you set up a Committee just as  the Eng- 
lisli <et up a Committee and they cannot give some 
formula as to what these figures should be, what is 
the use of this Report? Now this Committee ha< 
;lot in itself produced a formula; all this Committee 
has said in  effect is: "we are working on the old 
formula and on that formula we are asking a half- 
way smile. ' ' 

When you examine that Committee, if yon take 
a layman's approach to this matter, it is just as if 
you went out in  the Green and said to the people: 
"Well, from 1939 fares have not been hcreased ; 
tperefore is it not fair that they should have some 
increase." I myself have had a Trade Union Schol- 
arship and I know something about trade unionism. 

NOW, for a Report to express the relationship 
hetween the fares fixed in 1939 in one sentence and 
then in the next wntence you mention that waqes 
itself is out of pronortion. you the layman a 
fc~linfr that warns in 1939 were fixed in relation to 

faresi That is, YOU fk a fare because w ~ e s  were 
involved. 1\l0 such t h ~ .  These were arbitrary 
tares. i n  1939 there Was  not even a workers organl- 
bation in this island; therefore the question of wages 
was dealt with on a diferent basis. 

The question of vages in relation to fares never 
was in  the picture a t  all; and, the idea that because 
wages have been tied to fares these fares have in- 
creased does so t  necesaxily answer the point for the 
simple reason that these fares m r e  fixed in 1939. 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, the criterion of increasing these 
fares should not be based on the fares fixed in 1939. 

Now the Government has made just a s  big a blun- 
der as the Committee. Why have you given then1 a 
15% rebate? Government's answer to  that  question 
v ~ ~ u l d  be : "We have glven them a 15% rebate becam 
we told them that a t  some future time they will have 
to put on a better service. You are asking for all in- 
c4rease; 1 say the increase is not justified; but  I am 
going to g v e  You a rebate now which is tantamount 
to capitalising a service which is not your owa service 
hut the service of the capitalists. I n  that c= there- 
fore You are asking the public to Pay for the capitali- 
.ation of ~ r i v a t e  buses." 

If you go by the Government's figures, they are 
something like $70,000 Per annum and they have to  
put on these new When the new buses are on 
the road, do you realise what you would have been 
taking out of the public purse? The economics are 
not based on the fact that You are asKng a man t o  
capitalise; you have a good claim today. 
'.l55 P.m. 

Xr.  DEPUTY SPEAKER.  I think the amount 
mentimed was $60,m-  

Mr. l?. L. WBLCOTT: Well $60,000. The Gov- 
ernment's offer of this rebate is an  admission that 
they are sa t ided  with what these People are saying 
bere ; otherwise You w'ould have to tell them that 
they must provide a better service without offering 
them this rebate- 

Where the Government has erred in my opinion 
is this: if an arbitrator went into this matter, the 
Government would be on very sticky ground. You 
have admitted just as  the Committee has admitted 
that you have not got the 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Perhaps i t  might 
be appropriate for the honourable member to move 
the adjournment of the House a t  this stage. 

Mr. P. b. WALCOTT: If it is appropriate for 
the to be taken at this stage, I beg to 
move that this House do now adjourn for three guar- 

of an hour. 
Mr. TTTDOR: T beg to second that. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The questiovn t h ~ t  this House do m adjourn fw 
thee of m br pt md C the 

m-thout d+,,.igon, and D E p u ~ Y  
g p ~ m ~ R  d j w r m e d  the ocGOr~wIy.  
8.00 p.m. 

On re-assemrblkng. 

PUBLIC T B A N S ~ R T  DEBATE 

Mr. SPEAKXR: On the adjournment the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Peter was add-ing 
the House. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mk. Speaker, on the 
adjournment I w a  making the point that  when you 
review the Report of the Committee and -lyse it, 
the Report in itself is a contradictov document, in 
that certain portions of i t  speak about giving an in- 



1332 
- 

HOUSE 
----a 

crease in bus fares; and in  the sape  Report i t  says 
Shat enough statistical information was not availa- 
ble. The relative portion in the Report in that con- 
nection reads as  follows; 

" l n  the course of this enquiry we foulld our- 
selves a t  some disadvantage in that adequate statis- 
tical information was not available from many con- 
ccssionaires to enable us to make proper comparisons 
and reliable estimates. For  example, important in- 
formation such as numbers of passengers carried, 
mileage covered, etc., was lacking in many cases. We 
recommend that concessionaires should be required 
in their own interests to keep fllll records of such 
d'etails in the future." 

get ,.his situation and it would not be 
for me to say that it had been stated on some occas- 
ions that some members have been giving the bus 
Concessionaires the impressiun that the Q~~~~~~~~~~ 

of Bar'bados \v3ould be willing, if not to give an  in- 
crease in bus fares, to give something else. I do 
'lot like what I hear Or I 
hut 1 know it is a n  open secret that some of these 
bus Concessionaircls were given the impression 

this 15% rebate although you are dissatisfied with 
the service and the way it is run by some people. Did 
you say that you are going to  give this layo only 
when they increase their buses, or will this rebate 

2- 
continue ad inf in~itz~n~? l f  you said that, it shows that 
you are not only capitadising new buses but you are 

i 
also helping them to maintain the running of their 
ser~ice. 

I go further by saying this: you must have a 
bold policy and real imagination in  this matter. Ir 
Jou have a transport service and you have a policv 
for it, YOU can do what the Labour Go~ernment ill 
Great Britain did in 1945; that is, they took over 
the transport service in the interest of the people; 
and whlen they took it over the United Kingdom C 

the United states @ ~ e m m e n t  money 
than we can think about. I n  other words the Brit- 
ish Government nationalised transport a t  that timc.. 
I do not know what policy this Government has for 
nationalisation; and I say that because the question 

b- 
of departmental nationalisation is not the kind which 
1 mean. 1 will say that departmental natiollalisa- 
tion of transport would be of no help to the publi,.. 

Now, what is revealed from this report by the 
I.rivately that a raise in bus fares w'ould not be any Bus Fares Enquiry Committee? The Committer 
thing which they would not receive if they put up a agreed that the Concessionaires should have in- 
good case- [A MER1BER; said that?] I crease of bus fares. I also have come to understand 
not know. [AflIDESI 1 do not know -'h() lives at that the idea of giving them a 15% on gas 
"The Rock," but the people who live at "The R0clc7' olene as the Government proposes to do is the ideil 
live nearer to the Premier than they live to me. But of the present Director of Highways and Tra:ls. 
it has been said that if a good case is put UP the bus port;  not necessarily the policy of the Goyenlmeqt. 
Concessionaires would get increase in  bus fares. The Hon. Minister of Communications can get nv  

I t  would seem to me that the impression &en to and challenge that statement. 
these bus (Joncessionaires was that they were appar- Now, the serious thing about this is that mat- 
ently ~romised soine sort of d f t  ; because for the life I ters which can be regarded as national policy do 
of m q  I cannot understand how ally Chvernment not emanate from the Ministers. It is known that 
:.eading this Report could ever think of asking the the bus Concessionaires have been meeting the 
t z x ~ a y e r s  to pay more money. If you this Director of Highways & Transport for some time 
~ e b a t e  which is the equivalent of $30,000 for opera- and talking to him on this matter, and  in sessions l tional expenses. you are taking it out of the tax- which can be regarded as not secret. I do not blame 
payers in another way. If YOU do not want the the Director of Highways & Transport for  putting 
odium of saying that you have increased bus fares, up this proposition, because I have heard one of the 

lly go about doing it in another way? This rebate members of the Government speaking of a com- 
is some of the taxation you did. not budget for in the promise. The members of the Government should re- 

+ 
Five Year Plan. Your Five Pear budget was based gard this arrangement as a compromise between 
on +he increase taxation you got from rum and vari- what the Ooncessioneires were asking for and %.hat 
ous other items; but now you are depleting the Treas- they Propose to give them. 
vry of this amount of money so as  to give the bus When it comes to the "Pirate7' buses let me 
Concessionaires a subsidy out of the Treasury, tell you that the people who own and operate them 
though you do not want to @ve an increase in thq are doing so without my subsidy from the Govern- 

%us fares. rnent; they are not asking the Government for one 

~f you make an  into the accounts of ally penny as rebate. They came int'o operation owing 
business and you are satisfied that the business is to bus Concessionaires saying they could not Pllt 
maBing enough and it should be examined-- more buses on the routes; and I will tell you that 
wha t  is more, 1 ,rnderstand that some of these bus if given a chance, the owners of these "Pirate" 

companies although the owners do not work for the h S e s  will put more On the without any sub- 

companies as employees, a salary i; taken out for sidy the Oovernrnent than the Concessi'on 
aires would ever think of putting on Fujes. L 

themselves. This is not a matter of political significance be- 9.00 p.m. m- is it that you have asked them to put on cause people travel by buses. You just had a rail- 
wa,y strike in England, and the British Government 

h!$ \ 
15 new* buses when those buses should be put  on out took a long time beforpe regarded it as an -. 
of the same 'usinessl? Are you to ''low a emergency. I have heard the Hon. Minister to make to take out for depreciations and then you propose the statement that the Government has all their to give him to the same plans ready about this matter. 1 am a,rking: what That should not be so. Now, sir, I see i t  this way: ,, the plans that the ~o~~~~~~~~ has to put into 
if the Government is mtisfed that the Concession- operation if the Concessionaires do llot decide to 
dres are dmhg the public a good enough service run  their service after a date? You should 
and is satisfied that they are not getting enough bus be able ttr tell the that %is sav, 
fares7 say SO i n  a skai?&tfo~ard manner. Yon tell to rnalCe p a l i c  transport a IIti~iiy ser- 
the public that vou are not inereasing the bus fares, to be run by the aovernment by 
but You are giving the Concessionaires a 15% rebate eration. That be told to the wheth(,r 
on the petrol they use. Treat this with a little bit of have a thFeat or not. some members may re- cOmnlonsensP. n o  not tell 11s that Troll are giving, member, the late Captain ciPriani of ~ ~ i ~ i a ~ d  ha,, % 



AUGUST 2. 1955 1333 

a threat with respect to the electricity and the 
lighting of that country. Now, that is under pub- 
lic control in Trhidad. It is ilot so here. 
' 1 c m  give you a suggestion as regards thl.; 
public transport service, and i t  is one which the 
hon. senior member for St. George in his debatinq 
days a t  the Workers' Unilon used to expound from 
a theory by Harold J. Llaski. 

Where you have a public utility service likz 
ours, you should try and integrate the service so 
that i t  will become a common service; and the losses 
and the gains should go into one pocket as a result 
of which you will not have t h ~ s  unfortunate idea 
of one Concessionaire saying he lost money while 
the other made a gain. You shoud have your pltblic 
transport service as a common service. You can 
even atempt to do what the Americans have done. 
If tlie standard of living is not high enough to cnlploy 
the fare system as they use in New Yorli, then you 
can use the English system where you work u p  
by stages and therefore you know what the fare is 
at  certain stages. 

I n  all of these system;y you have a common 
scrvice where all the funds are paid into a eom 
mon fund; but  as long as you have a iIJncoln Bus 
Service, a Yonkers, General Motor Omnibus Service, 
a Liberty, a Progressive and all like that and when 
six or seven of such companies are making a profit 
while the others are run a t  a loss, you are not ill 
a position to know if your transport system is run 
a t  a n  advantage or  disadvantage to the public. That 
is what the report could llot reveal; it could not re- 
veal whether the Conces~ionaire~ were performing 
;L service that you need. 
9.10 p.m. 

Now there are certain things you should beg~n 
to nationalise and nationalise in the interest. 
Now you do not naltionalke purely on uGntel- 
ligible grounds, because in  that case you will nation- 
alise every peddling shop i n  the country; but you 
should nationalise in the public's interest. You have 
water i n  this island for instance and you do not 
allow water to be sold a t  whatever cost they likv. 

m a t  T am prepared to show! by facts is 
that there is a better service to be axailable to the 
public by the institution of one common servicl., 
rather than having a eight or ten separate service::. 
If I were a financier, I would take the whole road 
s p t e m  in this island and shoTv the public how 
t a  get a better service. At present you use a lot or 
vehicles on the road run at  luw1 wages, 'but you are 
not providing the public with the adecluate service 
they should have. 

The whple system should be transformed into 
a network. There are more buses running in London 
than they are in the Caribbean area put together 
Between four o'clock and six o'clock p.m. in Lon- 
cl'on, some ten million people are removed from placo 
to place i n  a matter of hours. Imagine the ingenuity 
of people overseas ! 

xr, Speaker, the point that you can clearly set. 
is that in big ,countries transport is regarded a. 
essential; whereas in Barbatdos we have now come 
to regard it as  essential, bwause you have passed 
emergency powers to preserve its ctontinuity. But 
the opportunity that has now presented itself to  
the public-bd this is where an  answer is needed: 
at every stage the bus Concessionaires swing, a de- 
oision has to  be made by Government. I have neve? 
seen a Government pushed around as now. 

You are begging for time; you must be a boxer 
or a cricketer .in the ,dlark! Now the tGovernment 
asked this Committee, to. report "on $he 25th. Feb- 
ruary and the Committee asked that its time might 

be extended. If you have a Ministerial system, those 
of us who have given some thought to constitutional 
Government, must bear in  mind that the person 
whom this concerns must have an idea as tio how t c  
deal with it and to let the public know precisely 
where i t  stands, not looking through the window to 
see if you have enough votes. Some day you will 
see that you may h v e  not enough votes to do somc- 
thing. 

You should not say I cannot make a decision 
because I may be out voted; there are going to be 
times when the pyblic cannot be with you. 

Now what is the position here today? The Com 
munity is asked to pay out of the Q b l i c  Treasury 
for a service that they are not satisfied, with. Do 
you realise the number of new businesses that peo- 
ple have has to set u p  in  this island. We are put- 
tlng up  a new building now in  Fairchild Street. 
Have we asked Government for  any subsidy? [11 
VOIC'E: Not yet.] You are going to ask a com- 
munity to provide a subsidy; and this is where you 
bave the whole community laughing a t  you: you are 
giving them a subsidy if you are satisfied that the:; 
do not need an increase in bus fares. This is tht: 
likely answer from Government: "Oh! This is neces- 
sary because You are a capitalist and are putting 
on a new bus". It is a Conundrum. 

I do not know where you can ever get a statr- 
ment like that from [A VOICE: You are talking 
too early.] I can afford' to  talk early. _This is not 
a matter of maintaining an  old bus; You aye capi- 
talisrng new units which means then that with thaz 
same subsidy you will be carrying on the old units. 
I consider that the Concessionaires would be Pools 
not to take advantage of it. 

If I were a Concessionaire I would make liioney 
out of my buses. I W O ~  have exploited it because 
it is clear that if you give a company a subsidy that 
is equivalent to $60,W per annum based on the 
new units, they have to put  on these new units; and 
as long as you get them agreeing to a subsidy you 
cannot then claim that they are making nzoney. All 
the Concessionaires are going to do is to take your 
subsidy, and you will never be able to prove whether 
they are making money or not. I n  Barbados we 
have not yet achieved a high standard in account- 
ancy nor can we s~ what is what. I n  cases like 
these you have to console yourself that if a man gets 
a little 'rake-off' here and there he is only a clever 
man. These accounts could not be clearly stated 
concerning these Reports and this Committee could 
not be otherwise than hesitant about them. 
P.20 p.m. 

I am sorry for these gentlemen; i t  is clear to 
me that the Government should have asked some in- 
dewndent body, ( I  mean p_eQple who are llot mixed 
up in the Transport service) if it were their in- 
tention to have an  independent enquiry. It is true 
that the  government was not bound to accept the 
Report of this Committee or that of any other Con) 
mittee, but the terms of reference are a little dubious. 
The terms of reference are:  "To investigate th:? 
claims of the Bus Concessionaires for an  increasr 
in  bus fares and to  make recommendations to ths 
Government before the 28th of February, 1955." 
That means that the Government was setting up a 
Committee to investigate the claims of the Bus Con- 
cessionaires and to make recommendations. From 
their very terms of reference, this Committee was a 
Bus Fare Raising Committee. 

The Government was pressed for a long time; 
they said : "We do not y a n t  to come jo- and p a n t  
my increase in  bus fares vn le s~  a Committee had 
investirated the.matter." Tt hasbeen\nsgd against the 

f f  
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Government that now they have set up their owr 
Committee and the Committee says that there is t 
claim for increased bus Tares; now they find them 
selves in the position that wherever they turn it is a 
question of "heads I win; tails you lose ! " 

The Government say that they are not accepting 
thp Xeport of this Committee; they never had anj  
intention in our life time of raisisg bus fares f91 
political reasons. This question has been raised dur 
jng my time as a member of the Executive Commit- 
tee and since I have left the Executive Committee 
a i ~ d  now there is this question of giving this rebate 
as an increase in  bus fares. 

Well if the Devil brings it, it does not matter 
it does not matter if it comes out of the right hanc 
pocket or the left hand pocket according to the replj 
which the Premier has been giving to the hon. junior 
member for the City. You have not actually g i ~ c i  
an increase in bus fares but you have given them a 
subsidy. I t  is just like the case where a gentlemall 
went to Mr. Murphy for money; when Mr. Murphj 
gave him 216 he said "you take 'back your 2/6 and 
give me my 2 shillings" [laughter] ; he wanted twc 
coins. The fact is that two units are more than onc 
qnd it does not matter how much the one unit amount5 
to. 

You do not know if the travelling public. is a1 
ready paying enough; the statistics are not given. I n  
London you pay 4 cents and you drive for a further 
distance than in Barbados, and the drivers get high. 
zr wages than what we are paying. Here you can 
only come to the conclusion that in 1939 the bus fare 
sllould have been one cent. You raise bus fares whem it 
is shown that the public is getting so much service: 
the community feels that if they get service for the 
monpy they pay they will have to pay for that. 

To-day the island is paying more for the Gov- 
ernment than what was paid before; and it is sur- 
prising to know that some of the Ministers say that 
the memljers of the House are getting too much 
money, although we are paying more for the Gov- 
ernment. If your service demands the payment of 
l~iore money, you want to  pay more because the peo- 
ple who are running this service are running i t  bet- 
ter than they were running it before. The question 
is, what i t  will cost the community of Barbados if 
this service becomes a public service. The Govern- 
ment has taken over a C i n d m l l ~  in Bridgetown 
known as the Gas Company ; you have to draw a match 
under gas lamp to look for a penny. [Mr. LlEWIS': 
To see if the light is burning!] You wonder if the 
light is burning. That is the only t h i q  that the Gov- 
r r m e n t  has taken over. 
9.30 p.m. 

You do not know* what the service would cost to 
take over. Let us know what it ~rould cost; let us 
howl if it is beyond Qur means; let us also Imow if 
the buses which are operating now are the sort of 
thing which you need. 

The hon. senior member for St. Lucy talked of 
nationalising a public transport service. That may 
be a very good thing, but when you talk of setting 
up such a service and giving employees a pension and 
what-not, I will only say you have not yet reached 
that stage. I would like to see Government set up a 
pu%lic transport service but not as a departmental 
h er vice ; and for this reason: the mental attitude of 
the 6vil  Servants of Barbados is not geared to 
modern and quick action. The mentality of Civil Ser- 
vants, even ~ 5 t h  Ministerial Government is that of 
looking to see if the Minister would be pleased. You 
are gradually throttling down the initiative in man- 

kind by your actious. The question of "can I please 
jou" is a carrying on of the oligarchic system; one 
i n  which you have an oligarch ruling without any 
semblance of democracy yhatsoever; that is, you take 
demoermy and use it for whatever m e w  you care. 

Now, I am satisfied in my mind that the depart- 
mental system  of nationalising public p P m n g e r  
transport service would not give the public a good 
service, but I am satisfied that if you nationalise a 
pu'blic transport service and have men with initiative 
responsible to the Minister of Transport and Cop- 
nrunications, they with public co-operation can give 

I this community an excellent service. I n  Great Britain 
the British Overseas Airways Company which we 
\+ere clamouring to bring here is a public service. It 
;S owned by the British Government; but a Board 
i:, set up to run it with Sir Miles Thaw as Chair- 
itian. If you haye a public passenger transport ser- 
vice with men who are not willing to kowtow to 
help a chap, who are independent in their feelings, 
that is the kind of Committee which would be of some 
good. 

.Ion- I am satisfied in my mind that no Conc .ss' 
aire would have dreamt of pushing around the Gov- 
cpnment if a blunt and forthright statement had been 
made to them all along. It is true that this report by 
the Enquiry Committee has been a cue for the Cbn- 
c.essionaires to act as they please. Because of that, the 
Government has to look to people who po- the 
guts to tell the C'oncessionaires what they think 
about them. Personally, I can speak to any Conces- 
sionaire because I have never borrowed any money 
from any of them. That is one thing which a man 
4n life shouild aim at. You shm~ld not leave the 
House of Assembly and go cap in hand asking favours 
of people. 

I do say, Mr. Speaker, that on an issue such as 
this there can be no qualm of conscience. If bus Con- 
cessionaires have a qualm of conscience, it is my con- 
sidered opinion that we have dealt with them more 
directly than other members of this House. Person- 
ally, I can say that in my dealings with them, I have 
always found them very hard people to deal with. In 
fact, they are the hardest set of people to deal with 
in the island. [A VOlICE: That isl not true.] Well, 
the only people who are harder to deal with are the 
geople in the St. Michae17s Vestry. 
i Again I would say, if the Government wantsl to 
take a particular view of this matter, I would sug- 
gest that it take over the whole tramport s p h  
Government has the idea that in order to do so, it 
would have to go into Barclay's Bank and put, say, 
$89,000, in somebody 'S hands. Government always 
asks the question: " W e r e  is the money to come 
from to do it?" You had a Labour Government in 
Xngland which nationalised all the things it wanted 
t c  nationalise and it did not ask "where is the money 
t o  aome from to do it ?" 

I will ask the Government of Barbados to look 
at what Jamaica is going to do. That Government is 
going to have a State Bank. I ljet you that if anybody 
makes a motion that the Banks of Barbados be nation- 
alised, that people would believe you are getting ready 
to go to Mars. [A VOICE: They are not going to 
nationalise the Banks in Jamaica.] [ANOWER 
VOTCE : He does not know what he is talking about.] 
Sir, imagine the Hon. Minister of Labour saying 
that I do not know what I am talking about. He 
~ h o ~ l d  be the last person to say that. I have never 
met in all my life any single man like the hon. mem- 
br, who so U n y  people are m ready not to m11 him 
a ~ s e  man. I said, that in Jamaica there are goina 
to have r2 Rate Bank. Tn this state of ours, you must 
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get the thin edge of the wedge in before you get in 
the whole wedge. 

That reference was given only as an indication to , 
show you what is taking place in the world to-day on 
the question of public ownersh~p. There was a time 
when Governments never took any part in public 
ctilities, no ma,tter whether it was managed by 
publio or private concerns. Today, mne have seen a 
change in that respect all over the world. 

I am satisfied in my mind that the capitalists 
sjstem will never serve the world well, because funda- 
mentally it is based to serve private interest, not the 
community. I am not afraid to say that although I 
live in a capitalist society. Therefore, if YOU have 
any public utility which is not servhg the pu'blio 
interest it should be taken over and run by the Gov- 
ernment. Public transport as we have it. is not going 
to serve this community well because it is not geared 
to serve it well. I say again, the capitalist system 
vv.as never born to serve the people it was born out 
of feudalism. [A VOICE: What about America?] 
That is the only monstrwity where the economic 
Tesources of that country is SO vast and wealthy that 
the people never had the real impact of what the capi. 
talist system means to  them. 
!).40 p.m. 

1 this charge: the Government seem to be 
afraid to say that we feel we have h a ,  enough of t h i ~  
hystem and we are not having anymore of it. This 
system should be transferred from private ownership, 
to public ownership; until the Government decides 
to do that the community will always be bnrden- 
ed by the Concesionaires. It has gone to such a 
stage now that the Government has produced another 
of them infants to which they have given the sobri- 
c~uet " pirate' 'buses. 

Now, it seems that the "pirate" buses have come 
to stay. I noticed that the Hon. Nnister of Corn- 

There was a pause. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that this House 

do now adjourn- 
::.50 p.m. 

1Vlr. E. D. MOTTLEY You will pardon me, IVLr. 
Speaker, for not rising especially in view of what 
you said sometime last week about hon. members not 
rising promptly when they wish to speak; but I have 
purposely detained myself because I was hoping that 
some hon. member from the Government's side would 
join in the debate and in that way avoid a solo pro- 
ceeding from the Opposition's Bench. It is sad to 
think that so far  there hasl seen no further contri- 
butiou to this debate from the Coverment. 

Last week 1 was not here and there was some 
opinion that a motion for adjournment would bring 
about an  explanation in a matter. Besides the 
fact that the Premier had rken to explain the 
decision of the 15% subs ie ,  there seems to be no 
attempt from the Government's point of view to 
say anything. It remains therefore for me to ask 
leave to withdraw the motion if I care to do so. 1 
need not do that because the motion has been sec- 
mded and therefore it can,be put to the vote. 

There is very little for one to reply to except 
for the fact that I cannot be too strong in saying 
that the Report which has been actually laid in the 
House has not been circularbed to hon. members 
as yet; but from, the gist of it7 can say that 
there is much to be desir?d. 

However this debate this afternoon has doill- 
some good. Surely in a matter of this magnitude 
in which the g e n e d  public is so interested, every 
olle expects to hear something besides the spewh 
made by the Hon. rXinister of Communications 
recently. There is one point which I should like tu 
Stress and it is that the two hon. members who havv 
spoken have been advocating that the mvernmen~ 

mmications hm made a statement about the upirate" take over the t r anspr t  system, but I do not I I,uses; but I will make this personal statement now: 
long as the Min(ister remains l\i2inister of Commu- 

hications you will never see the "pirate" buses go 
off the road because they have become part and par- 
cel of the community. I have no compunction in my 
mind that the "pirate" 'bums have now in-ted 
themselves into the life of the community; that is 
what That is I say that you are 
]lot going to live long enough to see the "pirate" 
buses off the road; because politicians will alwlays 
be politicians; and wiU say to 
it not going to be meet for me to do it? 

Mr. Speaker, I will end b ~ -  wying that this de- 
bate has given opportunity to ai!Wf@ public 
and by public feeling I mean those who represent 
public thought in the community- Do not be too 
sn.lug about i t ;  if the members of the Government 
think that what I am saying is just words, let them 
take a little time off and go through the country as 
I have done and they win be able to MsrJi some of 
these things for themselves. I repeat that a little bit 
of smugn.eSSi is not too good. Try it out by hol&ng 
some meetings; in that way you will be able to get 
a better idea. I think it will give the hon. senior 
member for St. Michael an opportunity of realising 
what is the true feeling of the public on this bus 
zffair. 

Mr. 'SPEAKER: The hon. junior member for 
St. Lucy may speak if he wants tp. 

Mr. TUDOR: Yes, W. Speaker ; 'but I reserve 
the right to speak until later. 

Mr. SPEAKER,: I am afraid if no other hon. 
member desires to speak I mill have to put the qnes- 
tion. 

subscribe that idea. I want make mY ~os i tk r l  
'lear to the C f o v e m t  bemuse it 

seem that the Government will not be committing 
itself to any reply or anything of the sort. How 
ever, I see difficulty in taking over; I am still 01 

the view that free enterprise should be allowed t o  
handle this The Utilities 
seems to me to be the proper authority to hand10 
this matter when it reaches the stage where it 
appears that the Government is not prepared to run 
it. 

1 condemn the Government very strongly for 
suggesting this 15% rebate. I do not want it to 
be felt that 1 =pressed my view and others might 
have to go to the public with i t ;  but it strikes me 
that there is no justification for the C;ove-ent 
,give this 15% rebate. No c w  h a  been made ou, 
for any increase in bus fares and I think the Report 
states that they have found out how much m o ~ l ~ y  
you are spending but do not know how much monev 
you we  bringing in. The A c c q  Chief Jutice 
a c t ~ l l y  suggwted to one person that he should 
keep books; these people have been unable to prove 
their case because they have failed either wilfully 
or by design to bring forward any facts. I am not 
saying that if a c* is made out that there should 
not be any increase in bus faree; the anxiety with 
which the public has been faced during recent day&- 
and the admiseion which the Government has made 
a b u t  offering this 15% rebate would be tantamount 
to collusion with the Cmcessionaires in  saying 
"Pbu have not made out any case for an inurease 
hut we will be genemus to yau and give you this 
15% rebate." That cannot be condemned too. 
strongly. 
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On the 'other hand if you are going to admit 
the fact that the concessionaires who for the past 
ten years have b e a  operating buses and they have 
been allowed 20% depreciation on their buses, and 
they have still for that period been operating with 
the same old buses, the question to which you should 
address your mind is this: what have they been 
doing with this 20% depreciation? 
10.00 p.m. 

The Hon. Premier in his reply to me stated 
that the 15% rebate which is being offered to bus 
concessionaires is offered because they have got to 
supply 340 new buses. I will ask him to address this 
question to his mind; they have been operating for 
the past ten years and they have not added one 
new bus to their service, but they have taken from 
out of a e i r  general revenue 20% for deplreciatio~l 
before making any return for income tax. What 
have they done with that money? There can be 110 

argument that you should take money to lend to a 
Concessionaire. That 20% for depreciation comes 
out first before they make any returns or do any- 
thing a t  all. If they take i t  out of the bus business 
and put it into real estate, then Government would 
be guilty of rank dishonesty to talk of taliing up  
one set of the people's money to offer them to rehab- 
ilitate the bus industry. 

Sir, it is your duty to the people of this  colon^ 
to stop bluffing and to stop them from bluff% you. 
I am going to suggest to you tcv advertise for new 
concessions; I have suggested i t  to  the Hon. Premier 
earlier. I am also gojllg to suggest that You make 
the concessions for a period of ten years for thli 
simpIe reason that people will only go the bank or 
invest big sums of money if they have a guarantee 
behind it for ' a  given period. I am sure if you 
advertise for concessions to-morrow and you make 
it clear that you are relaxing some of your restric- 
tions which you'have the power to relax, you can 
get in some English-made or AmeI"ic=-made buses 

a short space of time. It is well known that 
the bodies and cliassis of those buses change 
cften that you can get almost new bodies in th. 
r ~ a r k e t  a t  any time. 

If you let Concessionaires know that you are 
cadling for tenders and that you are making the 
stipulation that you are not going to let them use 
their buses, they are not going to quit. Let me 
that the only body who has anything to lose ; R  
Concessionaires. When they refuse to run  thei- 
buses, what are they going to do? h t  me repeat 
that they are not entitled to an  increase; let then; 
prove that they have lost money. You can prove 
in each individual case from 1939, when you gavi 
them their concession, that they have taken out 
that 20% for depreciation ; and i t  is a fact that. the:- 
have taken out that and put it into re>1. 
estate and other businesses. Now, they finfi tha: 
tlie public is demanding a better service than what 
they are supplying, they are asking for an  increase 
in bus fares. 1 am sure that they are sufficient 
people in this country who will he willing to accept 
the concessions providing that they are given thp 
same bus fares as prevail now. 

It is amazing to think that you have people 
who say that they a m  losing money and that the? 
have been losing mOnq for some Years, and not one 
of them h- gone to the Government and said: "Herc 
You are7 we are losing money for so many years: 
t*e the concession." 1 am sure that not one of 
'them will do it to-day, to-morrow or the next five 
years. are blu&g; * a matter of fact, both 
sides are bluffillt?. Neither the Government nor the 

I am very mild in this matter to-day; but I am 
serious. & few moments ago somebody reminded 
me that a report was sent in to Government 
recommendations were made. I will repeat what 
I said earlier today: there are certain feelings among 
the community that a promise has been made to  
increase :us fares ancl 1 hope that  is not correct. 
I n  the recommendations there is a proposal for an 
i n c r e w  in  bus fares, but I am warning you that 
whether you can get it through this House ih 
another factor. While the Hon. Premier may b~ 
respmible for a number of seats i n  this House 
when it comes to this incrcase in  bus fares, he must 
give members of his party a lot of latitude. Let 
them think for themselves. 

I understand from the Hon. Premier that you1 
regulations for  this bus industry is coming in thi: 
Chamber next week. I also understand that the3 
have agreed to get the "pirate" buses off the road 
Let me ask you again, do you think, if people coulc 
get decent buses to drive in, they would sit dowl 
squeezed and choked up  in "pirate" buses? [A 
VOICE: They would be able to carry people w i ~ b  
luggage]. He s y s  that he has agreed to allov. 
them to run for people carrying luggage. 
10.10 p.m. 

Can you imagine that with a substantial road 
:lnd buses running from Mile-and-a-Quarter that 
somebody is going to cloak up  with 50 million people 
in a pick-up? I warn the Hon. Premier tabout his 
promise. The slightest flaw in  these Replationr ;Q 

going to  be the same as those Relgulations which -- 
[A VOICE : Go to the lams.] He says: go to the law 
[E7. L. TiTALCOTT: But the Law is not amended. l 
I kiiom~ this: if there is one good thing that this 
debate has done here tonight, i t  is to let the Govern- 
ment see that they cannot give that 15% rebate; 
and for what 1 know it cannot be given. 

Look at the position of everv Concesionai~e aind 
you will see that they 'have been able to spend frool~ 
five to fiilteen thousand pouiids dutside the reh'abili. 
tation of the bus business. If that is so, why should 
you find monevl to  give, them. If ,  for  example, the 
bon. junior member for St. George's Ice Fact~ry 
went bad, are you going to  give him money to re- 
habilitaite his Ice Factory? I t  is the same thing as 
paying t b t  we \are going to give hjm money to put  
back the Slpa. He has taken his money and invested 
it in that ;  he is making money out of it. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, there is no truth 
in that statement. 

Mr. E'. D. MOTTLEY: Well, if there is no 
tmth in. that, then the bn* =,,,be= is m .the 
Taong retm to %he st. ~ i ~ h l  vestry. 1 want 
*he H ~ .  premier h get this straight. what  &bout 
the thousands and thowands of people who buy 
[their oI+-n houses? What about the Bug Company 
15rhich did not pap anr- taxes? 

I notice that no arriuunt of balk seems to be able 
t o  bring the Gove~nment out tonight. But later when 

s t a t a e n t  is made - FA VOICE: A statement?] 
well, what eh must we do? we see that we are 
going to have to  resort to  all sorts of tactics in order 
t o  get a reply from the Hon. Minister. 

Anyway, &at I feel about it is this: a s  1 said 
&fore, I never agreed with the Emergency legisla. 
tion that was passed; because just a few days ago 
when i t  brought home fmciblp to me, i t  wrr.; 

said among other things, thak drivers could bs .found 
etc.; but if you should find carburettors taken of 
from vehs~les, have yhu got means of proving that 
the Concmionaires them off? I know the Hen 
fiemier d n  say, what &buld be done in a case like I concessi@naires are prepared to see the other's end. that; he is a lawyer. [Hon. a. H. ADAMS: ~ h , ,  
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police courts will decide that.] The Conce~sionairc. 
can go to St. Lucy in the evening before half past 
six, (the buses are put up at ten o'clock.) and at 
five o'clock in the morning not a bus comes out. 
[Hon. G. H. ADAMS: That will call for another 
Order.] The sayling is: let 11s have new Concession- 
aires; but Mr. Speaker, I feel confident that you 
are not going to hive new Concesionaires; the 'boys' 
are going to take it up and a way will b- provided 

Before I sit down let me say this: i t  is a true 
adage that "silence gives consent"; a:ld 1 wonder 
if the silence of the Government means that they are 
going to improve bus fares. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS. 
Over our dead bodies.] I hear that said sotto voce 
both politically and otherwise. Well, I do not pro- 
fess to be as  strong as that. The answer is "no", 
and other hon. members would like to hear him say 
6 6 no". [A VOICE : He is not the Minister of Corn- 
munications.] He is not the Minister of Communi- 
cations, but he is the Minister of everything. Stop 
waking sport! If the Hon. Premier died tomorrow 
morning - [Hon. C. H. ADAM8: I said: over ozcr 
dead bodies.] you said: over my dead body- [Hon. 
G. H. ADAMS: Ask the Reporter.] Anyway, 
whatever ~ O U  have said, i t  has amounted to saying: 
over our dead bodies, bl~t Mr. Speaker, YOU will have 
to have a pathological doctor to say if the others are 
dead. 

In  this discussion tonight, none of the Ministers 
have got up to say anything; but I can quite appre- 
ciate what the Hon. Premier means when he says: 
bus fares will be increased over our dead bodies. 1 
should like him to realise that to give a rebate on 
gasolene is another way of pereasing bus fares; and 
that I am asking h ~ m  tn qlve weighty consideratiou 
to it too. That would convince the general public 
ithat there had been mme private arrangements made. 
I am referring to the t ~ u f h  of the rumour; and it 
-S because of public sentiment that the Opposition 
has been so strongly opposed to giving this rebate in 
plaice. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: That aho is not 
%rue.] The Hon. Premier sal-S, that also is not true. 
I know the Hon. Premier does not want to paT- 
attention to rumour; but he is going to have tc* 
pay attention befme long. 
10.20 p.m. 

To give a inf 15% to the $oncwionaires 
G a very; difficult thing; i t  is not an honest thing. 
You have appointed a b(;lommittee to go into the 
matter, Committee has made a recommendation 
a d  not one Minister could stand up with honesty, 
integrity or sincerity and say from that Report that 
he is satisfied with it. The Report itself says that 
i t  cannot tell you how much money these Concession- 
sires are making. As soon you give this rebate 
that givw point to the rumour. I have b e n  fighting 
this matter for so long &at I begin to gkt afraid of 
getting in a bus. 

Mr. Speaker, I see that nothing will bring out 
any Minister, but if I really wanted to bring out one 
of them I would say some things to which they would 
take. objection. But I am calm tonight I not 
saying these things now; I am waiting until the 
Regullations are brmght fomard. What justifica- 
tion could there be in giving this 15% rebate when 
'one can spend S5,000 in one year in buying real 
lestrate? Would i%at not be dishonesty and lending 
Icolour to the rumour which is going around? I re 
peat: what jnstifieation could there be in giving these 
people this rebate of 15% when the Income Tax 
Commissioner could say that over this period yolk 
have to pay $36,000? If they can prove to you that 
thes have been carrying under aapacitv. that t'hey 
have been taking so much money-Let them cee that 

we do not believe the statements which they are 
making. 

Smebody has said that if we had reputable 
auditors; (I do not question the reputation of the 
auditors, I question the accuracy of the books which 
have been put before the auditors). Even .an audi- 
tor compilw his own figures and works by them; but 
however respectable an auditor you might be, you 
get the books put before you and you can only go 
by them. Years ago Mr. D. G. Lemock asked: "Can 
;you tell me how much money you have been bring- 
;~ lg  in?"' You can show t h ~  facts for every tyre, 
every gallon of gasolene and the stationery, but you 
cannot say how many people you have been carrying 
in  the buses. Smething k wrong; and now th? 
Government says in  {a Press release that they yill 
give these people a 15% rebate! By what stretch 
of the imagination are ydu doing i t ?  

Mr. Speaker, there does not seem to be any 
chance of hone rnembeW on that side the hblt: 
,ying but we have one assurance: that 
the bus fares ~u not be raised; I think we call 
safely say mt we had that assurance when I stood, 
on the flm of this House two months when the hon. 
junior rnmber for St. Peter was speaking and said: 
t t ~ ~  not bring this matter of increasing bus fares 
in here because you will have this roof blown off." 
did not expect that the Governmellt would have had 
this idea of giving these people this 15% rebate; i 
do not kmw how this idea originated. 
10.30 p.m. 

One last point I am going to make, Mr. Speaker. 
(you can take this back to the Concessionaires) if 
you go into the law. courts and search u p  the records 
over the past six yeam, you will find that in everj 
cam where bus Concessionaires had an accident with 
a motor car or other vehicle, that they have told 
the Chief Justice: "Our takings per day by that bu! 
is an of $40." 

I wonder why you put some of these pleople on 
committees. Those bus Concessionaires qell the 
C s e f  .Jlstice: "1 am Managing Director of this 
business. My bus h a  b.2en struck by Mr. John's 
lllolor lorly or motor car, and my bus has been out 
of commission for so many days. The average tak- 
ing from that bus per day is $40." Now, let us scgL 
what that means. Take out $2 for a Conductor and 
another $2 for the Driver. NOW, say that it takes 
20 gallons of gasolene to run it for that &y. That 
3s about $14 or thereabout. Now. call his units six, 
see if that is not over $20 a day profit per bus which 
would be $120 for the six units. Befoqe he does 
anything with that he takes out 20% for deprecia 
'ion. If YOU take e ~ w t h i n g  into consideration you 
will see from thak figure that Concessionaires ar 
making more than 15% on their investments. 

I was amused when I sat in the law courcs to 
iicten to a case in which a Concwionaire was called 
to show that. hk was not making any proflt out of 
hiis service, Rt: had buses which were twelve J*?ars 
old and they were put at $4,000. If I remember 
correctly, the Hon. Premier was in that case. If 
you give me a bus company to run I too can show 
you that I am losing so much money; as a matter of 
fact, I can go as far  as to show you that the 
bus company does not exist. You can make figures 
prove anything. 

Let me say that the Hon. Premier is a lawyer. 
i t  IS your duty to go into the courts and search the 
records and if you do SO, you will see to what t h o s ~  
bus owners have been swearing. You can then get 
from the gasolene people in this country what is the 
consumption of gasolene by peoplk in the bus indus 
try. Divide it properly amongst them and you will 
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see what they are making out of i t .  I suggest to 
you if the gas industry to them is a subsidiary to  
tlie business, and as some of them say they are only 
making nioney from that side of the business, that 
they ade taking it from themselves. 1 have a know 
ledge of the figures. [A VOICE: I t  is $4,000,000] 
so1,leone said thle gasolene illtlustry which is a sub 
sidiary to this business is worth $4,W07000. If  tha3 
is so. ask yourself how many of these Concessioiz:iires 
are able to supply themselves with gasolene. If they 
are making all that money as the result of a sub- 
sidairy to the business, th1.a 1 atay to you i t  will be 
rank dishonesty if you take up the people's xrlonleY 
and give tnem to gQt  new buses. You will be steal 
mg the pcople7s money if you give them a 1576 re 
oate on gasolene. 

Of course, I know that there are solicitors alld 
iawyers in this country T V ~ O  are willillg to s?e the 
people f rec~ed by arguing a case for their clients7 
but if you have 14 people who have Concesslo~~s alld 
5, 6, or 7 of them say that they are losillt! a tot&' 
of $37,000, apportion it. I am sure that if there Is 

a loss it will be found that the greater ~or t io l l  will 
be by those concessions which are running in the 
co~mtry. When i t  comes to those t~~l lo  are supply- 
1ng thema:lves with gasolene, you know very well 
that if a bus uses 20 gallons per day and you give 4c- 
per gallon for tlie selling of it, that is Soc. Per 

can apportion that to the number of bbses ifi 
the particular concession. I know that not one of 
them is run with water. 

M ~ .  Speaker, I know when I an1 finished sprah 
,g on this matter and the Governdent votes for 

,hlS 15% rebate that the whole ptiblic will adjudg' 
them as dishonest. Let me say here and now that 1 
,,lu suppod you 100% if you come in  here tomor 
row and say that you are not going to inerlease bus 
fares or give them anything a t  all ; but if YOU say 
vou are going to nationalise the bus service, 1 am 
;Going to vote that these same Conarssionariex b? 
given back their concessions. 

I can imagine wha,t will happen when Govern- 
merit takes over. It is bad enough now; what will 
it be then? 1 warn the Government that that rebate 
is not honest. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: NO promises 
were made.] But the paper said you made a 
promise and rumour had i t  that certain member2 
of the  government had made a promise. 
10.40 p.m. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker I beg k 
move that the question be now p~ l t .  

Mr. SPEAKER: Nobody has seconded this 
motion ? 

M ~ .  BARROW: In the first place I have lis 
tened to the made by the hon. senior men<- 
her for the Csity; but it is our feeling that the debaf+ 
which took place to-night is a bit premature, in 
view of the fact that the indications of the Govern- 
rlent u p  to llow have only served to becloud what 
are the vital issues regarding the transport system 
of the island. 

1 should like to congratulate the hon. junicr 
Illember for St. Peter 011 the rather illuminated 

, speech which he made on certain aspects of the 
RPport; but if 1 map be brief. 1 should like to 
that it is our feFling that the Minister of Communi- 
catioi~s displayed his ineptitude in the prono1111r.e- 
lllent (if it can be called a pronouncement) w ~ i c h  
be failed to make on Sunday evening last when the 
people of Barbados mere looking forward to (ce7.- 
fainly not some world shatt_erinq) but certainly t ,  
some explanatory p,rovision in this particular iswe 
We also feel that the Report of the Enquiry COP- 
nlittee should, have been debated in this House before 

the Report was published in  the Press and before 
the Executive Committee entered any negotiations 
with the bus Concessionaires. We were alarmed at  
some of the suggestions which have colne from the 
hon. junior member for the City, suggestions in 
which charges emanated, as well they might, from 
the hon. junior member for St. Peter; and I should 
like to say now, Mr. Speaker, that if any memb2r 
of the Government 'S Bench has any pecuniary 
attachmeilts to any of the bus Concessionaires that 
he should be man enough to get u p  and disclosr 
such interest and to withdraw from this mattt.r 
before the Government makes a peacef~~l  decision 
cn it. 

We do not feel that in a democratic community 
lt would be very worthy for responsible persons of 
the Government to be professing one thing in pub- 
lic and having a d o w  down with others behind 
closed doors. I noticed that the hon. senior mem- 
ber for St. Michael said in  his very brief and 
inadequate statement on Sunday evening, that th;: 
door was not slammed. It was very interesting 
to hear that particular terminology used by the 
hfinister of Communica,tions; and 1 wonder if the 
Minister meant that he had closed the door quietly 
and tiptoed out without slamming it. Mr. Speaker, 
if what the Minister of Communications intended 
is that he did not slam the door bat that he tiptoed 
the course which I have just suggested is almosr 
implicit. I should say that we should treat the 
Minister of Communications the same way as 
Socrates was treated. Perhaps we should crown 
him with k=mrels and usher him out of the State. 

JIr. Speaker, if i t  would not 'be amiss, I will also 
quote from Revelation: 

"I know by thy worlis that thou art  lleither 
c ~ l d  nor hot: I l~'0uld thou wert cold or hot; so 
then beca~se thou art  lukewarm and neither cold 
llor hot, I will spew thee ont of my mouth.77 

Alld that is what the general public mill feel 
after this Ninister has been treated. As I said 
before we, 011 this side of the House, in colltra- 
distinction to the hon. senior member for the Cit?~ 
the hen. junior member for St. Peter and thosa 
members who have already spoken, do not feel that 
the time is yet right for us to enlarge any more on 
the few remarks that I have made. We are watch- 
ing the index of the Government with interest. At  
the same time we deplore the fact that the 
committee was in session, the same report which 
nas  published was not sold, and that no represent- 
ations were made by the travelling public or even 
by the Trade Unions who would be most intimately 
concerned with the wages and conditions of employ- 
nlent of the bus conductors, dr iven and mechanics. 

I t  is rather remarkable that in one of the mosr 
vital services in this community, despite the facl. 
that the one working class ,organisation was a t  
the time in the throes of their Labour Day fulmin- 
a t ion~,  the Government should make a demand that 
the conditions of employment and wages in that 
particular indiustry are below normal because o i  
that circumstance. I do wish that the hon. j ~ l l i o ~  
member for St. Peter had dealt more fully wit!l 
that poiat and expressed the attitude of his organi- 
sation on that particular issue. 

The next thing we want to say is this: That 
with regard to the Emergcucy Regulations nflich were 
introdheed into this House some time ago and 
lx,hich have not yet been in vogue (not reflectin? 
ill any may on the House, Mr. Speaker) we feel that 
lt would be more in nature of political back talk 
held over the heads of the bus Concessionaires and 
perhaps the citizens of Barbados $n general, than 
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the inducement of the rebate which the Governmelit 
hr 

1s now offering the Concessionaires. The economic 
aspects of that transaction from the general public 
back to the Concessionaires themselves, will have full 
criticism from this aide of the House if and when 
it is done. 

115 to the merits or denierits of the increase en- 
visaged by the Report of the Committee, in view 06 
the fact that the Ministe~ of Communications has 
not vouchsafed 'any clear or adequate illforillation tr, 

L this House or treated this House with the courtesy 
of a debate on the pros and cons of the increase 
recommended by the Committee, since they have th- 
information and they have refused to state either 
over the radio m in the Press clearly what were the 
ground for granting this rebate, we will nithhold 

our fie motives which led them to this particula: 
decision until such time as that information is 
vouchsafed to us. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CTJMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 
I beg to move S an amendment to the motion o f '  
the hon. senior member for  the City, thahthis House 
do now adjourn until this day week a t  3 o'clock p.m. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
T h e  qwestion that this House do now adjourn + 

until  this day week at 3 a'dock p.m. w w  pu t  and )I 

resolved in the affirmative u%thout division amd Mm- 
SPEAKER adjourned the House accot-dingly. B > 10.55 p.m. I 4  




