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THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

—

SESSION 1954—55

HOUSE. OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 9th August, 1955,

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem-
hly met at 3 o’clok p.m. to-day.

Present

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HusBaNDs (Speaker) ;
Hon. G. H. Apams, CM.G., Q.C,, B.A., (Premier);
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CumMing, M.D., C.M., (Menuster
of Social Services) ; His Honour Mr. A. E. S. Lewis,
(Deputy Speaker); Hon. M. E. Cox, (Minister of
Commumnications, Works and Housing); Hon. R. G.
Marp, (Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour);
Mr. F. C. Gooparp, (Leader of the Opposition) ; Mr.
F. E. Muower; Mr. V. B. Vaveran; Hon. C. E.
Tarma, (Minister of Agriculiure, Lands and Fisher-

tes); Mrs. E. E. Bourns and Mr. J. C. Tupogr, M.A,

Prayers were read.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meetings of the 7th, 14th and
21st June, 1955 respectively, having been printed and
circulated, were taken as read and confirmed.

PAPERS LAID

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I am com-
manded by His Excellency the Acting Governor to lay
the following :—

Message No. 21/1955 from His Excellency the
Acting Governor to the Honourable the House of
Assembly regarding the Combined Police Training
School. :

The Message reads as follows:—
MESSAGE NO. 21/1955

Huts Excellency the Acting Governor
To
The Honourable The House of Assembly

His Excellency the Acting Governor has the hon.
our to refer to paragraph 4 of Sir Robert Arundell’s
Message No. 19/1954 regarding the savings which

would be effected when the present Police Training
School is replaced by a Combined Police Training
School designed to serve the Leeward and Windward
Islands and Barbados.

2. After considering recent recommendations
submitted by the Commissioner of Police for an
increase in the establishment of the Foree, the Gov-
ernment is satisfied that it is necessary to retain the
posts of Inspector and Corporal which it was origin-
ally intended to abolish on the inauguration of the
Combined Training School.

3. The estimated savings resulting from the
closing of the present Police, Training School would
consequently be reduced from $10,125 to $3,959.

R. N. TURNER,
Acting Governor.
Government House,
Barbados.
August 6, 1955.

(M.P.—6196 Vol. IV)

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I am command-
ed to lay the Seawell Airport Regulations, 1955,

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Govermment Notices were given as follows :—

Hon. M. E. COX : Resolution to place the sum of
$4,950 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1955-56, Part
I, Current, as shown in Supplementary Estimate
1655-56, No. 17, which forms the Schedule to the
Resolution.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum
of $23,732 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee to supplement the Estimates 1955-56,
Part 1I, Capital, as shown in Supplementary BEsti-
mate 1955-56, No. 18, which forms the Schedule to
the Resolution.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : Resolution to place the sum
of $9,250 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu.
tive Committee to supplement the Estimates 1955.-56,
Fart I, Current, as shown in Supplementary Esti-
mate 1955-56, No. 19, which forms the Schedule to
the Resolution.

PRIVATE MEMBER’S NOTICE

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I rise to give notice
of the following Address:—
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Tt e House of Assembly
To
His Excellency the Acting Governor

1. The House desire to draw to Your Excel-
lency’s attention that favourable conditions now exist
for partial convertibility in the Trade Relations of
the British West Indies and the Dollar Area.

2. The House further desire to inform Your
Excelleney of the persistent efforts of the Govern-
ment of Jamaica to get that island’s special position
in the Sterling Bloc as a dollar-earner reviewed.

3. The House are of the opinion both that the
Government of Jamaica needs support in its action,
and that opportunities should be sought for freer
trade between the British Caribbean and the Hard
Currency areas of the United States and Canada.

4. Accordingly the House respectfully request
Your Excellency to take such immediate steps as
would bring about the concerted action of all the
British Caribbean territories in a policy designed te
produce a more favourable trade balance between
these territories and the Dollar area.

3.25 pm.

COMMITTEE’S, REPORT RE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
I beg to present the Report of the Skelect Committee
appointed by this House to consider the terms and
conditions of the Clerk of the House. This Repor:
has been circulated and I am going to ask leave te
proceed with it later today.

TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
APPOINTED

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speakert,
before you proceed with the Orders of the day, I beg
to state that the Chairman of Committees telephoned
me stating that he would be unable to attend thi.
meeting of the House early. I beg to move that the
Hon. junior member for St. John be appointed Chair-
man of Committees until such time as the Chairman
of Committees should be present.

Hon. M. E.|COX: T beg to second that.

The question that the hon. junior member for St.
John (Mr. VAUGHAN) be appointed Chairman of
Commattees in the absence of the Chatrman of Com-
mittees was put and resolved in the offirmative
without division.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
I beg to move that you do now leave the Chair and
the House go into Committee of Supply.

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that.

The question that His Honour do now leave the
Chair amd the House do now go into Comimittee
of Supply was putl and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair and the House went

mito Commattee of Supply, Mr. VAUGHAN being in
the Chair. '

Supplementary Estimates Neo. 13
Lord Mayor’s Show

Eon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, the notes
on t%ns Item (No. 61) Head XXIX Miscellaneous
Services, Lord Mayor’s Show, 1954 set out the posi-
tion quite clearly.

Hon. members will recall that in the Supplemen-
tary Estimates No. 29 of 1954-55 the House veted
an amount of $310 to cover what was then estimated
as the cost to this Government for participating in
fihe 1954 Lord Mayor’s show. The cost of par-
ticipation of each island was estimated by the Trade
Commissioner in London ; and it was a general effort
on the part of all West Indian Governments to par
ticipate in this show. Unfortunately, the figure was-
nnderestimated, and subsequent to the passing of that
Resolution we had to come back to the House for $47

" Owing to an oversight the first amount of $310 was

allowed to lapse and we have now come back to revot:
that $310.

As T said before, the note is fairly explanatory
and it is unfortunate that the vote of $310 should
kave lapsed; but these things will happen.

I beg to move that Head XXIX — stand part.
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS : I should like to enquire whether the
Hon. Minister of Labour can tell me exactly what is
the method of making a payment of this kind. 1
have in mind that if you receive a Bill from the
Crown Agents in England, after the vote is passed
by the Legislature that there should be some method
of remitting the money; not waiting for the Crown
Agents to send for it. Did they wait for them to
submit a voucher? What is the method? If the
Minister does not know he can say so; but after the
Legislature have passed money there should be no
lapsing.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I agree with the honoura-
bie member. What he said is quite true; there should
have been no lapsing. But as I said just now, it is
due to an oversight. This amount will be debited
and paid through the Crown Agents as usual. 1L
assure the honourable member that steps will be
taken to see that this does not occur again.

The question that Head XXIX stand pert was
put and resolved in the affirmative without d”iv'ision.

Head XXX—Income Tax Department

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, this is just
a matter of the purchase of 225 parts of Reports on
Tax Cases, under Head XXX — Income Tax and
Death Duties. These reports were not available during
the last finanecial year, and this is simply a matter of

a revote. I now beg to move that Head XXX stand
rart.
Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I would like to

refer to a small matter under Head XXX, in con-
nection with these reports on taxation. I think this
amounts to an irregularity which I have not seen
vefore. When you talk of ‘‘Reports’” are they Law
Reports? [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Yes] Are they
decisions in cases? [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Yes.]
Now that I have noticed it, I would like to ask that
the wording be changed, because one cannot tell
whether it means Law Reports or reports by some
Income Tax Commissioner in cases or whether it re-
lates to decisions in cases.

Hon. R. G&. MAPP: These are ordinary reports
dealing with income tax cases.

The question that Head XXX stand part was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.
3.35 pm.

&
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Head XXXII—Civil Aviation

Head XXXIII — Cwil Aviation — was called.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: This is the final item of
the Schedule. The Direetor of Civil Aviation has state:d
that the position with regard to the medical stores
at Seawell is not so happy, in view of the fact that
B.0.A.C. is now operating a Service to Barbados
with Strato-cruiser aircraft, and it is expected thay
B.W.LA. will be introducing Viscount aireraft later
in the year. He has consulted the Director of Medi-
cal Services in this matter and in view of the inade-
quacy of the supplies of these medical stores, it has
been agreed that we should take steps as quickly as
possible to increase the stocks at Seawell. We are
asking the Committee to vote the sum of $400 in
order to supplement these stores.

I think the Committee will agree that this is an

_urgent matter, especially with regard to the increase

iu air services which will be instituted in the very
near future. With that in view, I think the Com-
mittee will agree that we should vote this money as
quickly as possible. I beg to move that this Head
stand part of the Schedule.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

~Mr. LEWIS: This is not anything which is
around the corner; we have dealt with this matter
already. It has been distinctly stated that these air-
craft will be carrying more passengers and you will
therefore have to have more medical stores. While
T feel that a case can be made out for this vote, I would
not like Government to put a lot of things at Seawell
which might go bad. Some of these stores might
deteriorate if you store too much of them; eventually
they may not be as serviceable as they should be.

I am throwing out a suggestion to the Ministers
as regards procedure in future, which I hope they
will accept. I myself feel that in a Resolution of
this kind, all of these items should e in the name of
the Premier; and when he moves that the particular
item stand part, the appropriate Minister econcerned
should second the motion and explain the Head. In
relationr to this particular Resolution the first item
would concern the Minister of Trade; the second
would concern the Premier and the third would be
moved by the Minister of Communications, seconded
by the Minister of Social Services when the explana-
tion could be made. Here the only explanation the
Minister of Trade can give to this Head is what is
written down here already.

That is the way how I would like to see it done;
the Estimates are introduced by one Minister and
the explanations are given by the particular Minister
coneerned.

The next thing is that we have not got Medical
Officers at Seawell to assist if a big crash takes place
up there. 'While I feel that it is a very necessary
thing to have these stores up there, you will still
certainly have to get medical attention by telephone;
therefore I would not like Government to think that
they have now settled this guestion.

You may have 64 passengers coming in by plane,
none of them might get killed, but you will still see
the need of the St. John Ambulance Brigade, the
Red Cross and so on. T would like to let them know
that they have not taken all the precautions which are
necessary. 1 would like them to have the St. John’s
Ambulance Brigade, or people who can give first Aid
in residence.

Merely to say that yvou want medicine, and then
to have nobody around able to tell youn how much of
it ig to be taken and how to bandage people, is merely

touching the fringe of the matter. I would not like
them to have too much in the way of medical stores
at Seawell, and when you come to use them you find
that they are ineffective because there have not beex
any crashes for two or three years. It is a very
good thing to have a bandage; but if you have some-
body who bandages wrongly that can produce wore
barm than good.

The question that Head XXXIII — Civil Avia-

tion stand part of the Schedule was put and resolved

wn the affirmative without diviston.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to move that this
Resolution for $980 do now pass.

Hon. C. BE. TALMA: 1 beg to seecond that.

The question was put and agreed lo.

Purchase of Motor-Cycle for Police

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The next Resolution, sir,
is a perfectly straightforward one. The Addendum
to it is very clear. There was an accident Wwith a
Police motor-cycle and the Insurance Company paid
up what the Commissioner of Police considered to be
the fair valuation of the cycle at the time of the ac-
cident. It is necessary to have this $700 in order to
purchase a new motor-cycle. The Resolution is as
simple as that. ‘I beg to move that this Resolution
do now pass.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. GODDARD: I quite agree that the motor
cycles for the use of the Police Force are most use-
ful. T would like to enquire from the Premier how
many motor cyeles there are in the Foree.

While I am on my feet on this subject I would
like to say that during or before the consideration
of the Estimates the Commissioner of Police had
requested a vehicle for the transportation of the
Police Band. I understand that the present method
of moving around the Band results in the instru-
ments being knocked about and damaged thus cost-
ing the Government money. Besides that the Band
is called upon to travel to entertainments at night.
I know that this has met with the favour of Govern-
ment’s members; but for some reason or other the
amount requested was taken out of the Estimates.
The Commissioner of Police has put up a good case
for it; and if it is possible for the Hon. Premier to
give us some light as to why the request was not ac-
cepted, I would appreciate it.

The Commissioner recommended a van for the
removal of instruments and I know that it met with
the favour of many members of the Executive Com-
mittee; but for some unknown reason the matter did
not reach the Estimates. Whether they have it in
mind for the next occasion, or whether there was an
oversight on somebody’s part I do not know; but the
matter did not reach this House.

3.45 p.m.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The Commissioner of
Police felt that the number of motor vehicles was
totally inadequate and therefore it was impossible
to maintain proper control even with these replaca
ments. As regards the other thing which was men-
tioned, T am under the impression that it is Gov
ernment who prevented them from getting that van.
Normally every time the Police come for these
things, we say: ‘“Can’t you mnot wait until next
year.”” Tt is only when a case like the one in this
Resolution is put up that we then come to the House
with it; we do not come until we are told that it is
impossible to carry on without a particular thing. 1
think that is the only explanation I can give: and
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it is my recollection of what has happened when wa
were preparing the Estimates. ,

I recollect that the Commissioner of Police
wanted us to replace the Station wagon. It was also
a question of having more motor cycles; as a matter
of fact, during the diseussion with him the whole
question as regards equipping the Police Force with
motor transport came up. Such a thing as having a
bus to carry around the Band also came up then;
and as I have said, my recollection is that we toid
the Police Commissioner to try to do with what he
bad until next year.

I have certain figures before me and if the hon.
junior member for Chgist Church will be content to
await until I refesh my memory by reading the page
which I have before me, I will be able to tell him
something about what he asked later.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I myself would
not be willing to press my own arguments too far,
but I would like to say that the Police Band is a
revenue-producing unit and I think that perhaps
consideration along those lines should be given to
them. In case of an emergency and any special con
veyance is needed, the Band’s wagon could be used
for taking the Police around; so I think it would
not be a bad thing if the item mentioned by the
hon. junior member for Christ Church was recon
sidered ; but, as T have said, I am not pushing it too
far. It is a fact that the Police Band is extremely
popular and it is a credit to the island and what it
wants, it gets. However the instruments should not
ke left to get damaged for the sake of proper con.
veyance.

The question that this Resolution do mow pass
was put amd resolved in the affirmative withou!
division.

Supplementary Estimate 1955—56 No. 15

Head XXIX~—Conferences and Payment for
Compensation

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, the nex:
Resolution is for the sum of $10,300 to supplement
the Estimates 1955-56, Part I — Current. Hon
members can see from the notes before them what
the amounts are for. [A VOICE: Note No. 2 does
not make sense at all.]. I must confess that I am
looking at it for the first time since it was printed

As regards the first item, I would just say that
the number of conferences which have taken plac.
during this year is considerable. Already the ex
penditure on Conferences is over $15,000; I have
the actual figures which I will give to hon. members
They are as follows:—

Conferences Officers
Attending

Amount

Finanecial Officers E. S.S. Burrowes .. $ 559.64
(In Jamaica)
Head Teachers of

Secondary Schools E. C. M. Theobalds 439.64

Administrative
Officers

.. L. N. Chenery
(In Jamaica)

408.88

Commonwealth
Communications
Board 2nd Techni-
cal and Traffie
Meeting

.. W. P. Cooper
(In London)

2,141.82

I am sure the hon. junior member for Christ
Church will be pleased to know about this:

Caribbean Tourist

Association L. A. Secchi $ 514.63

G. AT T Professor Beasley .. 3.00

(That seems to represent Extra-Mural activities.)

Commonwealth
Labour Organisa-
tion Houn. R. G. Mapp .. 5,693.14
Mr. F. L. Walcott
Mr. R, G. Mandeville
R. E. C. Jan. 1955
(In Jamaica) Hon. R. G. Mapp .. 45.00
West Indian Con- Hon. C. BE. Talma .. 3,107.16
ference ..Mr. E. C. M. Theo-
balds
Mr. W. C. Rose
Freedom of Move-
ment Conference Hon. G. H. Adams 6.00

(I have not seen six cents. I would like
to know what it is for.)

R. E. C. May, 1955

(British Guiana) Hon. G. H. Adams 1,391.21
Hon. K. R. Hunte
Mr. E. S. S. Bur-
rowes
Mr. L. A. Secchi
Review Committee
Of U.C.W.I. H. S. Jervois 560.62
Police Conference
(In Jamaica) Major R. A. Stoute 465.40
Meeting of Stand-
ing Techniecal
Committee of
B.AT.AC. P. D. Lopez - 120.00
TOTAL .. $15,506.14

As hon. members will see, all these items were
necessary. When it is sometimes suggested that the
Minister goes on a joy-ride, I do not know how much
joy-ride you can go on with an expenditure of $6.
At any rate it is a good thing that I have read out
these figures. That is the explanation as far as the
first item is concerned.

3.55 p.m.

As regards the Ex gratia payments for com-
pensation, the supplementary provision required is
not $30,000 as stated in Note 2 of the Notes to the
Supplementary Estimates, (which is an error on the
part of the printers), but $300, as stated in the Sup-
plementary Estimate which forms the Schedule t.
the Resolution.

Mr. TUDOR: I am particularly relieved by see-
ing that the hon. senior member for St. Joseph could
be so easy and laughable at what are the effects of
this rapidly inereasing expenditure of public money
in connection with these Conferences. Now, Mr. Chair-
man, T have always maintained (as I think most hon,
members have) that there must be a certain amount
of travelling to a greater or lesser degree according

L 3
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to the particular problems on which all Governments
have been engaged. 1 have equally maintained taat too
much money is spent on the Conferences which, ac-
cording to the actual results, do not seem to bring
us any benefit. Of course, we can count ourselves
fortunate if an hon. member went to Lriniaad at a
cost of only $300. I am not being ironical wnen 1
say that, because I know that he has been on other
journeys of equal importance.

How the figures are arrived at in computing his
expenses I do not know; but the fact which remains
is this: that we have voted in Mareh $18,000 to cover
the cost of these things. This is now early August;
searcely five months have elapsed and of this $18,000
we have spent according to what I see before me,
more than $16,000 in Conferences of one sort or an-
other. It means that at that rate by the first week
in the next month it is quite possible that the vote will
be exhausted. We are now asked therefore to make
a further provision of $10,000.

You will forgive me, Mr. Chairman, for recall-
ing what I am going to say now. Some months ago
T had occasion to draw to the attention of my con-
stituents in St. Lucy the.huge amount which this
Government spends on gadding about. I said from
what T can see and from my own reckoning of the
figures, the average seems to be about $25,000 a year;
some years it would be rather less than that. In a
year like the year 1953 it would probably have been
more because we had all the extra expense in con-
nection with the Coronation Celebrations. However,
Mr. Chairman, the point which T wish to make is
this: it is quite easy for the Hon. Premier to argue
that all these journeys are necessary. Tt is easy to
argue that because they are the Government they are
the best judges of what it or what is not necessary.
But where the taxpayers feel uneasy, is that the re-
sults which seem to come from this coming and go-
ing just do not appear to justify the expenditure.

While we are on this question of the results whick
seem. to come from these journeys, I put it to hon.
members Mr. Chairman, that this House has done
itself a grievous disservice since it could not retain
a tighter grip on the Executive in these matters;
and lessening this grip is probably one of the reasons
why we do not see the results of these Ministerial
and other journeys. What I mean is this: in all par-
liamentary Assemblies of this nature where a Minis-
terial System is in practice, it is a matter of praec-
tise as well as theory that whenever Ministers of the
Crown (we cannot control the other people) go away
on official business, as soon as they come back to the
Legislative Assembly of which they are members, op-
portunity is taken to explain to the House the pur-
pose of their journeys, its nature, and what has been
achieved if anything has been achieved. I do not
know by what means this House as a House will be
able to insist on more respect being paid to this
Chamber; but I do think that if a Minister, having
been away, as soon as he comes back, should not print
his statement and circulate it, but should make a
personal report to the Assembly of which he is a
member, on the journey, and what relates to his par-
ticular journey. With that, I think the control which
the House naturally exercises over these things would
go on much better so to speak.

Obviously, when we vote the money in a way like
this, we have no control of how it is spent; but if
Ministers knew that they had a certain accountabil-
ity to the House (not s6 miich because they migh!
lose their posts as Ministers, but because they might
have to face a storm of ecriticism) we would see the
results of the journeying in a ecarefully prepared

statement which tihey would render to this House on
their feet and not in pen and ink. This is very im-
portant ; and it is so because this Legislature and the
people of this island have no control over, indeed no
gnowledge in many cases, of what is done in their
name.

It would have been so niee, for instance, when
the Hon. Premier returned from the Conference on
Federation held in Trinidad earlier this year, (I
mean the Conference on Freedom of Movement of
persons within a British Caribbean Federation) if
he had treated the House to the courtesy of a per-
sonal statement and also given an explanation of what
went on. Had he done so, he would merely have
been paying due respect to the House of which he is
a member, (the most senior member in faet) and
such action on his part would not have prejudiced
any future debate which the House might like to
hold on the merits or demerits of the Federation
Report.

4.05 p.m.

The House as a Legislature should have received
first hand whatever he found was valuable to com
municate to it, without leaving hon. members to rely
either on what they read in the Press or in private
correspondence from their friends in Trinidad or in
the columns of the Trinided Guardian. I think that
the House has to re-assert its right and privilege. It
may be argued that nowhere among its ancient priv
ileges would you find the privilege of a Minister hav
ing to report on his duty; but the Legislature is not
« static thing; it is a living thing and the privileges
of a Legislative Assembly increase as its experience
increases.

I cannot speak too strongly on this whole matter
with respect to the check which we have to keep on
expenditure, since we vote money twice or three times a
year to supplement votes which are expensive enough,
aud we do not know how the money is being spent un
til it is time for a supplementary amount to be voted.
It is only then that a particular Minister can let us
know that we should feel good that we have not been
asked for more because he only spent so much. We
are glad when Ministers can keep down their expendi
ture. The more cantankerous of wus would like to
tend them to some places where the expenditure
would not be anything at all. Kven some of us who
are not so cantankerous but equally as determined
would like to get them as far as the ballot box ana
at the end of that journey prove that there is a point
of no return; but it will stiil cost money.

We are interested, so long as the people of this
island have not got to bear the expense; but since
they have the right of expenditure we want to impress
upon the Ministers that they cannot ask for money
without giving some indication of what they propose
to do with it, and not leave us until they want some
more money to tell us that they J4id not spend as much
as we imagined they have gpent.

In the next place we want to insist that this
House must find some means of re-asserting its priv-
ileges or to claim what in these circumstances, would
be a new privilege of hearing first hand from Minis-
ters a report from their own mouths on what has
gone on at the Conferences which they have attended:
and in cases where the Conferences have not been
attended by Ministers but by subordinates, the Min-
isters should say to the House in any manner they like,
the substance of decisions reached at the particular
Conferences in which the subordinates participated.
I do not think that these criticisms have been in any
way unreasonable; they are criticisms which should
not have been made and which would not have to be
made in a Legislature in which their Ministerial
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idea was being taken seriously by the Ministers them
selves.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: We are all aware that the
hon. member is so comparatively busy with his par
ticular vocation that he has not got any time to think
of what he is going to say in this House before he
says it. Could there be more tripe or nonsense spoken
than what the hon. member has said? I came back
from the Conference on Freedom of Movement of per-
sons within a Caribbean Federation and I did exact-
ly what the hon. member said I should do. I told th~
House that we had decided on the following Tuesday
to let the world know that Barbados had not been let
down, and that as far as Freedom of Movement is
concerned we had won our point. I made a personal
explanation.

Opposition has sometimes come from the honour-
able junior member for the City, that you bave no

.right to make any personal explanation since mem-
bers cannot debate statements made in the House; and
what is the use of this practice of allowing Ministers
to make personal statements on the floor of the House
when members cannot debate them? We know the
particular facetious objections which the honourable
junior member for St. Peter makes; I will say no
more because the honourable member is not in his
seat.

When the honourable junior member for St.
Lucy tries to teach us, of course he was once a peda-
gogue and he has made the excuse for that. When
he attempts to tell the Ministers what we should do
when we are doing it, I repeat that he has not got
the time to think of what he is going to say when he
comes into this House on Tuesdays. I came here
after the Trinidad Conference and said that I would
like to make a personal statement because the news-
papers would give the impression that Barbados
went down there and lost on the question of F're.dom
and Movement when the reverse was true. We had
a debate when Government asked the House to ap-
prove the report of the conference in Trinidad and
I told the House not to mind what was stated in the
Trinidad Press; therefore what the honourable mem-
ber said tonight has already been done.

The Minister of Communications Works and
Housing has made a similar personal statement; what
is wrong with the honourable member’s memory?
Has he forgotten all of that? A personal statement
has been made by the Minister of Labour on emigra-
tion from this side of the House. I apologise for
wasting the time of the Committee in replying to
the honourable member.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, sometimes one
wonders whether the Hon. Premier really under-
stands what he says on any subject especially in this
Assembly, and especially when he is trying to make
people look ridiculous. However on this particular
matter I am not willing to bandy words with him. I
daresay that later on this affernoon or on some
subsequent occasion: we should have a more worth-
while subject for such heat and warmth.

‘When the honourable member returned from the
IFPreedom of Movement Conference, of course he said
something in the House; but he said it after it had
Leen drawn to his attention that misrepresentation
has been made in the Press.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: On a point of correction.
How could that be true? How could any human
being with the exception of Sir Archibald Cuke and
wyself know what was said. The very morning we
left fl“rinidz;d the newspapers carried an article pur-
perting to be what had taken place. T was approach-
ed by Reporters as to whether it was true that no

Barbadian could go to Trinidad for five years. 1
said it was not true; but I could not disclose exactly
what happened. We were not to say any thing until
the next Tuesday when the British Newspapers
would publish what took place. How could anybody
know anything barring Sir Archibald Cuke, the
Attorney General and myself?

4.15 p.m.

Mr. TUDOR: The Hon. Premier has just said
that it was only after it was asked him ‘‘is so-and-
so true?’’ that he made a statement; that js tant-
amount to what he is saying. It is just as if a ques-
tion is asked of you relating to a matter which you
cannot discuss at a particular time, but which hints
to vou that the facts are not as you know them, and
vou make a brief explanation when the matter is
brought to your attention. That is exactly what has
happened. But that is just a diversion.

‘When Ministers make what they call statements,
il is usually after some controversial matter has
been discussed in the House and some public agita-
tion exists upon it, and the criticism of it is so strong
that the Minister is forced to say something abouat
it. It occurred when we were dealing with the ex.
penditure on the Spa Road. It occurred with tha
Minister of Agriculture with respect to allegations
made some weeks ago by the hon. senior member for
the City on that Department. Those are the two per
sonal statements which T remember off hand.

What I am saying is this [and the Hon. Premicr
has not answered my point] when they go away on
Conferences, they are going in execution of a policy
therefore when they come back they have a right to
tell the House not those things which are secret,
but they should give to the House a statement o3
the particular policy, the execution of which tooi
them on their journey.

What I remember of the statement wmade by
the Hon. Premier with respeet to the Trinidad Con
ference 1 do not call a personal statement. That is
just letting out a bit of information to stop jour-
nalists from misleading the public through thewr
not having all the facts.

What T should like to say to this House is that
the Ministers should come back and say: ‘‘In accard-
ance with our policy, we have been there and have
done this; we have got thus far, and we intend to get
go far; meanwhile this our policy.”’” That is a state
ment of policy which they should make.

We are not insisting on gossip as to how Mr
Gomes behaved on a particular Conference or how
many times Mr. Manley stroked the back of his hair
or how many times the Hon. Premier held his eyes
vnder his hands making as though he is sleeping
when he is listening intently; we want a statement
of policy and that is what Ministers owe as a duty
to this House. Not only does it inform hon. members
but it helps them to take stock of the opinions be-
fore the House.

If when they come back they say that from tha
Government’s point of view the opinions which they
had put before the House have borne fruit, (and you
can expect that such and such a thing would have
‘been done) then the House would know that the policy
which Government favours will continue. That is
what does not take place, because the statements
which we get arise out of controversy; it is just
something on a piece of paper that is read by the
Minister and circulated among hon. members in vin-
dication of a particular policy.

Sir, T am not asking them to defend themselves,
but to take a lead in moulding and influencing pub-
Hic opinion by keeping the people abreast of what is
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happening. The Hon. Premier has so completely mis-
understood me that he used words without under-
standing actually what he was saying. I forgive him
and so far as the sneering reference to me is cov-
cerned, he knows very well I can deal with that.

Mr. LEWIS: I hope that some of the noughts
in the explanatory note have been left out in this smali
figure. I would like to say that it is very gratifying
to note that we are getting through with a Confer-
ence with only an expenditure of $6 and for another
with only $120; but what I am surprised about and
would like a little explanation abount is, whether the
amount is a big or small one, with respect to a meet-
ing of Regional Economic Committee where a suin
was paid out of the Conference vote to that Com.
mittee. I thought some estimate was made of the
likely expenditure of R.E.C. for the year and the
money paid when the RE.C. wanted its delegate
from Barbados and his advisers to go somewhere.

Do you mean to say that that money comes out
of the vote for Conferences instead of out of the vote
fer R.E.C.?2 How would we know what R.E.C. is cost-
ing us when you do that and when there were the Oils
and Fats Conferences and an hon. member had to go
and take two or three advisers? With the coming in-
to being of the R.E.C., 1 really thought there would
have been some plan.

I am glad to get this information about these
Conferences because it is revealing to me that the
R.E.C. is costing us more than the vote which we
have put down in the Estimates for that purpose. It
might cost $45 for this Conference and $1,391 for
another, but I think if the R.E.C. is calling on the
Governments of the region to give something extra
pertaining to its work, it should pay for it first and
then send a Bill to the Governments concerned on a
sort of pro ratio manner. I had been hoping that this
kind of thing was going to be kept separate; we are
already getting the loan for the Deep Water Harbour
mixed up with other loans.

Another matter concerning this vote is that I
never had the impression that this Government was
paying for two of the three delegates who attended
the 1.1.0. Conference; I thought it was a matter for
the Workers’ Union to pay for their representation
snd the Sugar Producers’ Association to pay for tac
employers’ representation. T am still of the opinion
tnat the amount which the Premier read out is what
was being paid for the Hon. Minister of Trade alone.

As T have said, I do hope that the Hon. Premier
only read out all the people who attended that Con-
ference but that their expenses were not included in
the $5,000 odd that he said it cost us. It is not the
general impression that Mr. Mandeville and the hon-
junior member for Sf. Peter were included in this
expense; if it is, it seems to me that it would have
‘cost us a great deal more money.

4.25 p.m.

However, although T do not totally agree the hon
hon. junior member for St. Lucy, (I may be satisfied
with an oral report at certain times) I would counsel
the hon. member to press for a written report of these
matters with some account of the expenses in con-
nection with these Conferences included in that re-
port. Sometimes reports are written and small state-
ments made concernine these things: but T do not
hear anything as to what they cost. I repeat that I
would press for a written report whenever the Gov-
ernment spends monev on anything of the sort: in
that wav we could debate the matter in general, so
that every hon. member might get some information
ant of it. and the Minister could then augment his
report. T want when T am discussing the report, to be

iin a position to pin the Hon. Minister coneerned
down to what he himself has written, reminding him
that he has written it.

I know that oral reports and Messages have often
come from the Governor on particular matters. There
is a lot that may be said in support of what the hon.
junior member for St. Lmcy has said; but my firm
opinion is that there should be a set policy in which
somebody should be held responsible for all moneys
spent out of the public purse. If we have a number
of such reports, we might be able to debate them in-
dividually; but when we get Supplementary Esti-
mates like this, we are only able to say: ‘‘If that
materialises, well, our money would be well spent;
but we are in the dark about many things.”

However, those are my principal views; and in
addition to what I have said, I should also like to
inow definitely, why the expenditure which passes
through the office of the Regional Economic Commit-
tee should not form a matter for the participating
governments. In cases where you have say, about 16
advisers from several Colonies assembling together
cn a particular subject, I should like to see a pooling
of the expenditure involved for the simple reason
that we should have a sense of responsibility for
others. I repeat that I am of the opinion that we
should keep expenditure undertaken by the Regional
Economic Committee separate, so that we may be able
to know readily what some of these things are cost-
ing us.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, the prac-
tice with the Regional Economic Committee is this:
when the Regional Economic Committee sends a dele-
gation abroad the expenditure so involved is met by
them ; but when a Government has to send a number
of delegates to a conference of the Regional Economic
Committee, the (Fovernment concerned meets the coscs
involved. In this respect we have paid less expenses
than any other Colony for the simple reason that
many conferences are held here in this island.

I do not want to say anything that might appear
to be a reflection on any of my colleagues; but if
certain hon. members have mentioned the question of
how much money is being spent, we may say that
from our angle much money certainly has been spent
on certain occasions; but Government have endeav-
oured to arrive at uniformity in respect of the
smounts which they advance to delegates for the pur-
pose of covering such expenditure.

Hon. members might not believe it; but we as
delegates get so little money that I have never at-
tended a conference outside Barbados without hav-
ing to use my own money or borrow some in order to
supplement the amount allowed us. On one ocecasion
I was the only West Indian delegate at a conference
in London who had to travel otherwise while all the
other delegates were travelling by taxi, because my
allowance could not afford it. I have often been ask-
ed by the Heads of the crganisations which sponsor
some of these conferences why we do not send people
to their conferences more often. I have also been
asked by the Head of the United Nations Organisa-
tion why we do not take advantage of their offers to
send delegates to conferences convened by them.

So far as expenditure on conferences is con-
cerned, Barbados is to the reverse of the alleged over-
spending by hon. members. In view of this, T have
been recently drawing the question to the aitention
of the Fxecutive Committee as to whether we should
rot attend these conferences more frequently. Tar
from overspending, we have furned down several con-
ferences recently. Up to last week we declined an iu-




1348 HOUSE

—

vitation to send delegates to a conference by Pan
Avierican Airways.

After what I have said, I hope that hon. mem-
bers will not continue to feel that we are extrava-
gant in this matter of conference expenditure. I re-
peat that we are to the reverse of that; in fact we
often get criticised for our infrequent attendance. I
h:id to remark to myself recently, that I never thought
i would like to be such an Aberdonian, I iook with
c~re upon conference expenditure; that is bound to
be the attitude of the Minister with the portfolio of
Finance.

455 p.m.

‘Who knew a month ago that we would have been
fz.ced with the fantastie, (I withdraw that adjeetive)
br.t who knew that we would have been faced with the
present howl of the bus Concessionaires? Who knew
that Combermere School would have collapsed? We
huve got to be careful in spending money therefore
Far from being extravagant it is Aberdonian; there
fore, I suggest that we should agree to send people to
iJonferences which we feel we really cannot get out
¢f. We have gone to conferences once or twice when
we were the only people who were likely to stand out

As regards the point made by the hon. member
as to the I.1.O., we have reached a stage where the
British Government in international affairs is still
representing Dependencies and we have got th»
British Government to help us. We are sometimes
2mused when somebody asks: ‘‘What is the good
of sending anybody to these Conferences when they
ere not allowed to sit down and talk?’’ At one o3
these Conferences I sat on the left and the Hon. Al
bert Gomes on the right and we both spoke; so that
by degrees this question of appearing as observers
and actually participating in the Conferences, is
growing up.,I say that lest it be thought that ws
only had a chat with the Secretary of State for the
Colonies and he talks on behalf of the Colony. In
Colonies like the Gold Coast, Nigeria and ourselves,
you go in not as members of a British delegation but
you go along with the British delegation and speak.

I really did not have the time to read all that the
Minister of Labour said in Geneva, but he did speak
in Geneva. He might not have spoken like the hon
junior member for St. Lucy would have done if he
bad been a Trade Unionist. The British Government
bas said that you can stay in the Conference and
gpeak but you have to pay for it. 1 raised the ques-
1on as to why we should pay for the Sugar Producers’
Association who are rich people? The British Gov
ernment’s attitude is this: “‘If you are paying
for Trade Union representatives you are paying for
them to be there.”’ They have told the ecolonies
that their Governments pay for their representation
end I feel pretty sure that the Hon. Minister gof
less money for his maintenance than either of those
two Government representatives, because unfortunate
ly we are perhaps too sensitive to criticism on finan
cial matters and we are content with $15 for main
tenance when some other Governments give thel:
people $25 or in some cases $50.

I do not say that we will always be contented
with the disparity; but there is no foundation for
any suggestion that a lot of money is spent on dele-
gations. Except for the IT.0 Conference when I at-
tend at these Conferences T unfortunately have to put
my hands in my pocket. T find myself owing peopl:
money in England because I did not have sufficient
money paid by the Barbados Government. There is
no extravagance in expenditure whatever.

I have read out 14 Conferences 9 of which were
official. The outstanding amount exeept for the I1.0.0O
Conference which included the Trade Union Secre-

tary and the Sugar Producers’ Association, that is the
biggest amount; but the rest was for officials. 1 ask the
House to believe that we have tried to be as carefu!
in our expenditure as possible; we believe and realise
that a Government of this sort will live or die on
how it handles the finances of this colony. [VOICES:
Hear! Hear!]

Mr. ALLLDER: All that the Hon. Premier has
said is beyond the point. One is not particularly
interested in how much a particular delegate is ai-
lowed for his maintenance or whether the Premier
tips the waiter at one of these exclusive joints in
FEurope out of his pocket. Sometime ago whenever
the Government was sending out someone on a dele-
aation, the Legislature had to have a say in whether
the Government should spend money on the particu-
lar Conference or not and what amount was to be
spent. For the four years since 1 have happened to be
here that practice was ecarried on; but recently a
few years back the Hon. Premier has seen fit to
change that procedure; and in its place he has forced
the decision on the Legislature to give a lump sum to
the Executive Committee to be spent on such Con-
farences. I think I was one of those members who ex-
pressed certain apprehensions over giving the Gov-
ernment that lump sum; and today it has been proved
that we were right in expressing fear that the
privilege might be misused.

Now Sir in 1953-54 the total cost of Conferences
was $11,842; in 1954-55 it reached $12,000; in 1955-
56 (just four monthg since we have passed the Esti-
mates) we veted therein $18,000 and the Governmert
is now asking for an additional $10,000. In the ex-
planatory vrie it is stated that the $16,000 has already
been spent.

4.45 p.m.

Now if this is the fifth month in the financial yeat
and the Grvernment has seen fit to come back for
$10,000 on the $18,000 which has already been voted,
there remsnin seven months more to go; and I amw
wondering what would be the total expenditure for
Conferences at the end of this financial year. Those
are the difficulties which confront hon. members on
this side of the Table; and I hope they also confront
members on the Government’s Bench. These are
things to which we should not blirdly agree.

What is more, Sir, of the Conferences which one
bears of today, the various organisations and ind:i-
viduals who are represented definitely show that it is
unnecessary for this Committee to give Government
a blank cheque in respect of this particular item for
Conferences. It appears to me that all an organi-
sation has to do is to get in the graces of the Hon.
Ministers and its representatives’ passages would be
paid fer. 1 am saying that if the Government had
to come to the Legislature every time for sums oi
money when a Conference was to be held, I am sure the
Legislature would turn down several of these Confer-
ences ; because it would feel that owing to the persons
who would be attending those Conferences, it would
not be necessary to spend such a sum of money on
sending that person to the Conference. I am sure
that if Supplementary Estimates for these confer-
ences were forthcoming, many of them would bs
trrned down [A VOICE: By whom? The minor
ity?] The hon. member asked if it would be turnea
down by the minority; that question shows you that
it is a dangerous thing when absolute power is held
by an individual or a group of individuals who do
not have a sense of responsibility to the community.
Of course the hon. member can say; ‘“So long as I
want it, I can get it.”’

Sir, I am going to move that the amount b.
reduced by 50%. I know that the motion is not go-

o
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ing to meet with agreement by the majority of this
Committee ; therefore, the Hon. Premier can sit down
with confidence and with the knowledge that the
motion will only be heard about. But that does not
mean that there are any good morals attached to tha:
behaviour; it does not mean that because you have the
power that everything you do is right. '

What | am saymng, Sir, is that if in the fifth
month of the financial year, we are spending $28,004
on Conferences how much are we going to spend in
the 12 months?

Sir, my prime interest in this conference vote
is purely an economic one; I am not interested in the
altendances at these conferences overseas unless they
result in the economic improvement of the colony. 1
may say that most of them adhere to tradition. In
certain countries whose resources are greater than
curs, you will see Ministers, officials and politicians
running about and attending the conferences held
and that is because they deal in power polities; but
it does not mean that a small colony like Barbados
should do the same thing.

On top of that, the Legislature is being taken
for a ride inasmuch as it has been forced to give the
Executive Committee a blank cheque which permits
members of private organisations to go overseas ati
the expense of the Public Purse. It is a fact that the
Seeretary of the Sugar Producers’ Association whieh
is a big concern, with millions of pounds at its dis-
posal was sent to the I.1.O. Conference and the tax-
nayers of this colony had to foot the bill. Although
«Il of us, regardless of our political affiliation, are
sympathetic to the cause of Trade Unionism and
would do as mueh as possible to assist the Union and
iis officers in gaining ideas and putting over the
point of view of the workers, yet, legislatively speak-
ing, it might not always be expedient to ask the
Tegislature to vote sums of money to send delegates
from that organisation overseas. 1 think that the
Workers’ Organisation should be made to know that
scme of its burdens should be borne by its members.
A sentimental approach to trade unionism can cause
<omething to be done which can be taken as wrong.

I presume that this vote has been asked for be-
cause it might be felt that no member would have
the guts to oppose the passing of sums to be spent on
a trade unionist going abroad. That may be taken
that you are against trade unionism; but one must
bear in mind that one wants to be honest to all and
sundry and to those who have to pay taxation. It is
not because we do not sympathise with the Trade
nnion and its officials or because we do not want its
officials to be present at these conferences; but I
do want to stress that attending these conferences
does not particularly assist the island economically.
It does really help the officers of such organisation:
to get better ideas when they attend these confer-
ences; but when they come 'back you cannot say that
the colony has improved financially as a result, not
even when the Ministers go; and they have beeu
going for sometime and very numerous times at
that.

Sir, we cannot say that we have improved econ-
nomieally from their going and we should curtail
some of the movement of these officials who every-
time they want to go up to London to explore their
private business and the business ‘of their friends,
they come and say that there is somie conference to
which we must allow them to go and for which we
must foot the bill.

4.55 p.m.

It is a known fact that some of the decisions to

go overseas are not always solely motivated by an

interest in the advancement, economically and other-
wise, of tne colony. There is a semblance of truth in
every rumour; and [ say that the taxpayers of the
colony should not be saddled with such a thing on
$¢ many occasions.

I hope that hon. members will notice that a very
great deal of privilege and authority has been taken
away from us recently; and that we are rapidly be:
coming a ‘‘Pondside’” debating society. Of course,
‘t seems to me that some honourable members do not
care about regaining the lost privileges of this Cham-
ber; but there are some of us who are not merely
jnterested in being in here for the sake of being in
here, but are also interested in sharing in the dignity
which our predecessors have bequeathed to us. Al-
though our voices may now be few, it is still our duty
to continue to demand that such privileges and digni-
ties be restored to this Chamber. If it is too much te
ask that all be restored to us, we ecan at least, ask thai
they help us to preserve the little that remains.

As T said before, I should like to see a majority
of this House take steps to change the Regulation
whereby expenditure on conferences given every
yvear to the Governor-in-Executive Committee in lumyp
sum be cancelled ; and instead, make it imperative for
the Government to come to this Chamber with a Res-
olution to cover the costs of delegates every time they
have to go overseas.

Now, if I had my own way I would not increase
the amount of $18,000 which has already been voted
in the Estimates of 1955—56. Even if somebody did
go overseas on a delegation, inasmuch as nobody dies
if nobody goes. or inasmuch as none would die if they
did not ge overseas on an emigration delegation, T
feel that not one cent of this Resolution should be
agreed to, and I really mean that.

I would like to know if in the not too distant
future, Government would review its policy on con-
ferences and immediately release a few officials to
rove around the Midlands of England seeking up
potential employers who may be willing to absorb th
surplus population of Barbados. [VOICES: Hear!
hear]. In that case, I would agree to part of the
amount.

I am going to move formally that the amount be
redueed by the small sum of $1,000, as preferred by
other honourable members,

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Before the honourabl:
member conecludes his speech, I should like to hear
his reaction to this: that at every conference a mem-
Ler of the Opposition be sent to keep Government’s
members in order!

5.05 p.m.

Mr. ALLDER: [ do not know why the Hon.
Premier has decided to descend to scek my opinion
on such an important matter; [Laughter] because
I am so unnoticed by the hon. member as a politi-
cian, and my ideas are so extremely limited in his
opinion, that T must take it either that he has
started to see virtue where he failed to see it in the
past! [Laughter] Or is it that he is somewhat re-
peating his snobbery in respect of humble human
beings like myself.

However, T will still offer my opinion; and I
certainly would feel that the Government by the
sctions of some of its Ministers, still does things
which many of us who aré not in the Government’s
Party would have cause to criticise. Inasmuch as two
braing are greater than one I would agree that this
side of the House should be represented at such Con-
ferences and Committees. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS:
The Leader of the Opposition]. The hon. membe:
will always vefer to the hon. junior member for
Christ Church because of his influence; not even so
much because of hi~ position as Lieader of the Opposi-
tion and as a politician, because the hon. member
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knows that there is no monopoly of political ability
to be found where he is looking for it. I agree if the
Government decides to do that; but I would also hope
to hear the Hon. Premier make another suggestion
that the Government would only spend money on
Gelegates going to such Confersnces which only lielp
the colony to advance economircally.

That i; where bargaining power for Barbados
and what it produces come in. Wherever such decis-
ions take place send as many people as you like and
spend as much money as you like; but certainly not
on some second-hand organisation which might be a
little loyal to the Government members, feeling that
if it wants its members to go overseas the Govern-
ment will readily agree that the cost of such passag-
os be paid. We do not want that.

I am saying that $28,000 is a lot of money to be
spent by Barbados merely on trips. I would like to
conclude my remarks by repeating that with this
$28,000 I know that in a month’s time quite a few
Barbadians would be filling those vacant posts in the
Midlands of England. I should like to make it clear
that the motion for the reduction of this amount be
applied to item 35 ‘‘Conferences’” in respect of this
Resolution.

Mr. TUDOR: I beg to second the motion made
by the hon. senior member for St. John.

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Sir, it is with great relue
tance that I rise to my feet. I am afraid that before
1 can actually and intelligently assess whether this
$10,000 asked for is too much r not enough, I think
this House should be apprised of what Conferences
have cost the Government within the last 25 years;
then we would be able to analyse the position and
see if we are going forward toc quickly or not.

1 want to ask this question: for the last quarter
of a century or even the last ten years, by members of
this Chamber going to the outside world to attend
cenferences, has this Government suffered materially,
socially or educationally? If we have not suffered
through sending Government members of this Cham
ber to these Conferences none of us can say that this
money is too much to be spent on Conferences. In
searching over the Budget of this island about six
years ago 1 find that the amount was in the vicinity of
$91% million ; today it is $14 million; and if, Sir, we
are going forward in all phases we must expect Con-
ferences to cost more.

I cannot agree with many of the statements
which have been made; T consider some of them ir-
rclevant and irregular. It has been said that ths
majority rule of any Government is dangerous
[laughter] T have also heard that the minority rule
is dangerous!

Mr. ALLDER: On a point of explanation; the
hon. member is referring to a statement which I made.
Tf he takes it that because the present Government in
power claims to represent the bulk of the people of
this island then it does not necessarily mean that this
Government truly does things which the majority of
the population will appreciate.

‘The hon. member must also realise that some
times authority is taken and used against those who
have taken it; it is not necessarily always correct that
because you are ruling the majority should rule.
5.15 p.m.

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Sir, the electors of this
island less than four years ago gave the present Gov-
ernment a mandate. If the present leaders of the
Government misuse that power then they will ba
called to question at the right time; it is up to the
electors to take relevant action if the Government
misuses its power.

If Sir, this honourable Chamber feel that
this money is too much to spend on Conferences, i
think it is our business to set a ceiling price.

I want to state that I am supporting this Res»-
lution as it stands. If the present Government is
abusing its power and position to such an extent as
to radically mis-spend the hard-earned taxes of the
taxpayers, the time will come when they will have
to answer for it. It is my feeling, however, that since
we have been developing so rapidly, we must take
part in receiving and giving views and ideas with
the outside world. How ean you accurately dictate
the spending of this money when air travel and
everything else is going up? There is even a clamour
now to increase bus fares.

I think that there is a 5 per cent inerease on
what it cost to get to Europe twelve months ago
Whatever it may be, T am sure it is an increase in-
stead of a reduction. In promoting the diverse anc
vast amount of business that accrues to Government
4we have to go to the outside world so as to bring
back ideas to help our people to expand. If yo.
want to know that this island is expanding, ask
those people who have een away for even five years
and have just come back. Even in my small
way, I have seen a development, I can say that we
have derived benefits from the Sugar Conference.
Since the Hon. Mr. Manley took over in Jamaica,
he has scarcely spent a whole month in the island.
Mr. Chairman, with those few remarks, I suppo:!
the passing of this resolution.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I do not want to pro-
long the debate, Mr. Chairman, but I do want to say
that we too often make the mistake of ignoring the
misleading and inaccurate remarks that have been
thrown at us from the other side of the House.

The honourable senior memker for St. John said
that when he was first in this House there was no
conference vote; and sometime afterwards, there was
a conference vote and he credited me with the powc:
of forcing the Legislature to give Government what
he called a blank cheque. He could not be more
wrong. His guide, philosopher and mentor, the
konourable junior member for St. James introduce:!
in 1942 the Conference Vote.

Mr. ALLDER: 1 rise on a point of Order,
Mr. Chairman. The Hon. Premier mentioned some-
thing about my having some mentor, guide and phit
osopher. It is unkind to charge me with having
guide, philosopher and friend. I had one once in
the person of the honourable senior member for S:.
Joseph and I have removed myself from under his
hands; therefore, I am asking you to ask the hon
curable member to withdraw those remarks.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: But it is not unparliament-
ary.

Mr. ALLDER: It is offensive in that the hon-
ourable member is stating an untruth. I do mnot
know of any person in that area who is my mentor
or guide, therefore I object to that statement.

- Mr. CHAIRMAN: T can only ask to withdraw
things which are unparliamentary.

Mr. ALLDER: There is an insinuation in th»
remarks of the honourable senior member for St
Joseph, You know too well that the honourablc
member is implying that I, who have come in here
as a Labour candidate, am becoming a turnecoat
because I have as my political adviser and mentor
2. man living in Spooners Hill.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I am
sorry to interrupt the honourable member. If he

wants me to withdraw the remarks, I would
withdraw the remarks. T would have thought
he would have liked the honourable junior

member for St. James to be his mentor. Maybe,
he would be able to stop wandering in the darlmess
and drifting from one political party to another.
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Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, those remarks
are also offensive.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS:
he thinks they are offensive.

Mr. ALLDER: The honourable member had all
those persons as his political mentors.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I take it that we
can get back to the Resolution. I would just like
to say that people returning to this island after
living in a big country for some time have
preconceived ideas of what they expect to see; and
when they come and see the progress made, it i
really out of keeping with what they expected to
see and that is why they express surprise. Thit
can be so, therefore, I am not geing to think that
this island has progressed sc much, according to the
view expressed by the honourable junior member for
St. Philip; because people who have been living for
25 to 40 years in the United States of America have
come back and said so. I like to see progress mad:
all the time, so I do not think we should judge our-
selves by that statement of the honourable member.

Sir, there is no getting away from it that with
the creating of responsible Government, yvou must
give block votes to the Government for its members
to carry out their policy; but in return for that,
the Government should feel itself obligated to give
the Legislature every and full opportunity to erit
icise its policy. I think what should be done is that
at the end of a conference, some form of a report
should be sent to the Legislature to give an estimate
cf what it costs and such things; and that is how
this House could help Government in thqse matters

I am surprised to hear what the honourable
junior member for St. Philip said. What he said
amounted to this: since the Government elected has
the majority, it must do as it likes until it goes.

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: If I intimated that in
my speech, I did not mean such a thing.

Mr. LEWIS: He may not have said it in the
zame words, but he implied that those who form the
Government must do as they like to do, and it must
be corrected at the Polls. I would just like to say
in angwer to that that we have a system of paying
the Leader of the Opposition to oppose what the
Government is doing; and the reason for that is that
the people at the Polls have to judge as to what
they hear for and against any measure if there is
any criticism of the Government, It is not only for
the people to criticise the Goverunment but also tha
Opposition, If the honourable junior member for
St. Philip is too timid to oppose the Government
and just leaves it to the voters, do not let him say
that is the system of Parliament, because that is not
0.

I would like to say that the motion for the re-
duction of the vote by $1,000 would not be any
criticism of the Government. It is just because some
members feel that the vote of $18,000 plus the
$9,000 to make a total of $27,000 for this year is
sufficient for Conferences, Honourable members are
not saying that things have not gone up; I know
that travelling by bus is very expensive.

5.25 pm,

1 also withdraw them if

Travelling abroad is an expensive game to play.

‘While the Government should participate in
Conferences because it is a modern idea and they
stand to lose a great deal if they do mnot, it must
also be remembered that gold can be bought too dear.
I too bave heard the criticism that many importan?
Conferences have been held to which Government
has not sent a delegate when they should have done
so; and I am inclined to agree that the criticism is
in some measure just. Sometimes a Minister ig

absent, to say nothing of other hon. members. How-
ever, while 1t is the spirit of the age we must be
Jtill eareful that it be not too frequent. 1f this Gov-
ernment is seeking to share the interests of the Car-
ibbean peoples I know that they will find themselves
in a position where they will have to spend too much.
I know that these things will happen, but you have
@0t to keep a strict eye on the expenditure mvolved.

I have also heard something about a Deep Water
Ilarbour. But I am also asking that all expenses
in connection with its construction be kept separate
and charged to the Deep Water Harbour Scheme
at a later date.

I must say that as regards the remarks of the
hon. senior member for St. John to the effect that
hon. members of this House do not seem to care
about losing their prestige or power in this House,
I do not think he can charge me with that. I should
like to ask the Ministers of the Government to evolve
a system whereby, whether through the instrumen-
tality of White Papers or Statements, they can put
a position before this Assembly in such a way thai
we can have an intelligent debate on what is going
on. Matters that would be more critical to the Gov-
ernment they have not seen fit to bring into this
House, and we are only now seeing after the revision
of the Rules of the House.

My criticism, I repeat is, that I want to see a
Government-instituted policy that will enable other
hon. members and myself to question what 1s going
on; and I am going to allow this Government, as a
responsible Government, to formulate that policy. In
pursuance of that policy you should supply the evi-
dence by which you can be ecriticised and judged.
That is something that the Government should be
anxious to do. Let us get some form of report on
every occasion that money is spent from the Treas-
ury, together with the expenditure when that can
be obtained. In this way members can become au
fait on the subjects dealt with at those conferences.

Mr. Chairman, I have heard that because you
vave a Trade Union you must pay the cost for the
employees to travel to conferences. That may be
quite right; but you should counsel both sides, and
particularly the Trade Union side.

Another factor is that the funds of the Regiona}
Eeonomic Committee are misused in the formation
of certain associations. I would have told the Citrus
Growers’ Associations for instance, that they should
go ahead and form their association and then the
Regional Economic Committee would assist them.

‘Who formed the Sugar Producers’ Association ¢
The sugar producers must have formed it themselves.
When the citrus growers formed that Association
they did not call other people into it. It concerned
the growers. Is it reasonable to expect that be.
cause there is a Regional Economic Committee, none
of the islands having a common interest, could not
take the initiative by sending someone to Dominica
and such other places and saying: ‘‘Let us form an
association between ourselves?’” No; on the con-
trary the feeling is: let the Regional Economic Com-
mittee form it. If the feeling is that they will take
more notice of a Government-sponsored associatiou
well that is different. I think that to the people
who say that the labourers always want everything
done for them it should be pointed out that that is
just what they are doing.

I am voting for the reduction by the sum of
$1,000 in the hope that the Government will in
future, give me every opportunity of knowing the
details of what takes place at those conferences. You
cannot come here every time there is a conference
and ask the House to form a policy which is now
practised by the Government. There may be a

! reason for withholding yourself from attending cer-
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tain conferences; but they should adopt a method
that would allow the voters to know what is correct.

Mr. TUDOR : Mr. Speaker, I do want to make
one or two other criticisms but happily they have
already been touched upon by the hon. member who
has just spoken. Nevertheless, that gives me an
opportunity to go to something else which arises out
of one of the speeches of the hon. senior member for
St. Joseph in the course of this debate. T heard
him say (he may correct me if I am wrong) in an
interjection made to the hon. senior member for St.
John that Government I think, was considering the
suggestions of taking along a member of the Oppo-
sition on such Conferences.

Mr. CHAIRMAN : T do not recollect the hon.
member having said that. I think he asked the hon.
senior member for St. John if he did not consider
that it would be appropriate that the Leader of the
Opposition should go on every delegation to these
Conferences.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : I said that the sugges-
tion has been made to me more than once to be passed
on to the Government. It is that the Leader of the
Opposition should go on every delegation taking par
in such conferences.

5.35 pm.

Mr. TUDOR: The suggestion has been madc
t¢ me more than onee to put it up to the Government
that the Leaden of the Opposition should accompany
members of the Government to Conferences, However
I would like to say first of all that I cannot defend
the attitude of my own Party toward it; but I
think I could make a few general observations which
inay not be out of step with regard to our attitude
when that matter comes about.

In a matter in which the policy of the Govern
ment is different from that. of the Opposition Party, 1
cannot see that any useful purpose would be served
by having the Leader of the Opposition no matter
what Party he represents, on a Conference delega-
tion; because in the eyes of the supporters and of his
Party members outside the House, the impression
might be given that unanimity exists where in fact
it might not exist. Tn all matters which require
national unity, it might be a helpful thing.

You will remember that ten years ago just when
the British General Election had been completed but
the resuits were not known in those three weeks’ in-
terregnum so to speak, the Potsdam Conference came
up and Mr. Churchill who had to remain in office
until the election results were known, took along
Mr. Attlee with him to the Conference, taking the
view that the results of the election might put the
Labour Party as the winners in which case Mr. Attlee
would have to start afresh and outside of what has
heen going on. It so happened that the Labour Party
was returned and Mr. Attlee cayried on. That is a
circumstance in which the Leader of the Opposition
might accompany the Premier or any Minister to a
Conference.

Consequently in circumstances which call for
national unity, (for instance when later this yea:
the Plenipotentiary Conference meets to put the
official touches to the Federation of the West Indies)
it might be desirable that an all-Party delegation
or a by-partisan delegation be sent from each House
of the Legislature. In a case like that, when the motive
cf the Conference is a national one and not necessar-
ily a political party one, of course a usefu] purpose
could be served by including the Lieader of the Op-
position on the Government delegation. But in all
other matters where there might possibly be a diver-
gence of policy between the governing party and any
Cpposition or the Official Opposition, it would not be
in the interest either of the Govermment or the Op-

position or of the country as a whole to pretend that
there is a unity of outlook and policy existing when
in fact no such thing exists.

Thie question that Item 35 ‘“Conferences’ be
reduced by $1,000 was put and resolved wn the nega-
tive on the following division:

Ayes: Messrs Lewis, Tupog,
pEr and E. D. MoTTLEY—35.

Noes: Hon. G. H. Apams, Hon. Dr. H. G. H.
Cummins, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. BE. Tauma, Hon.
R. G. Mapp, Mr». E. E. BourNg, Messrs. MiLLer and
J. C MorrLEY—S8.

The question that this Resolution for $10,300 do
now pass was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Haynus, ALL-

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: At this stage,
Mr. Acting Chairman, I beg to move that you do now
report progress and ask for leave for the Committee
to sit again.

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to.

The Acting CHAIRM AN reported to Mr. Speak-
er who resumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: I beg to move that
this House do now adjourn for half an hour.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to and Mr.
SPEAKER odjourned the House accordingly.. '

On reassembdling.
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY C'TD

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment the
House was in Committee of Supply.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House
went into Commattee of Supply, Mr. VAUGHAN
the Acting Chairman beimg in the Chair.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1955-56 NO. 16
Airport: Remote Receiver Buildings |

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, this Resolu-
tion is for the sum of $1,500 to construct a building
to house what is called a remote receiver. As you
will see from the Addendum to the Resolution un-
der the terms of the Agreement between the Govern-
ment and International Aeradio (Caribbean) Ltd.
who are responsible for all aeronautical telecommun.
ications at the airport with the exception of air
traffic control, the Company is allowed free use of
existing buildings and offices at the Airport. In-
ternational Aeradio (Caribbean) Limited have aske.d
that a small building estimated to cost $1,500 b:
constructed at the Airport to house electrical equip
ment. The Government has agreed to the request
on the understanding that the Company will pay =
rental of $12.50 per month for the use of the building.

T think, Sir, that is pretty straightforward. At
present the building which is mow occupied is rent
free. This amount is for the purpose of construct
ing a building to house that equipment. The rent
charged has been explained. T hardly think there is
anything more to say, and I now formally beg to
move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: T beg to second that.

Mr. TUDOR: ‘I note when listening to the
Hon. Minister of Communications that he said that
this matter was pretty straightforward, and in a
certain sense it is; but there is still something on
which T would like a little information. T noticed in
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the first part of the Addendum that the company
is allowed free use of a building and offices at tha
Airport. The Company is now asking the Covern
ment to build this small building to house electrical
equipment and we are told that Government agrees
to that request. Does it mean therefore, that this
particular small building which is to be erected falls
outside of the general agreement under which they
are to have the use of a building and offices free of
cost?

It says quite clearly that they are going to
rent this new building and I would like the Hon.
Minister to say (1) what is the existing agreemen®
to permit these people to have free use of a build-
ing and offices and which is being modified in som-
way in view of the fact that they are now going ic
pay rent for this additional building; and (2) Whﬂe
he is answering that question, perhaps he might
agree to tell us how many buildings that company
now occupies free of cost, and whether in the fore
seeable future Government would be asked to erect
more buildings for that company, and whether all
future buildings erected for that company would
be rented or whether this particular building alone
is to have rent charged for it.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Acting Chairman, so
far as the answer relating to the question whether
this new building is separate or outside of the agree-
ment, I say, ‘‘yes, it is.”” The Company will oeeupy
those buildings which they now occupy and as I have
already pointed out, this building to be erected is
for the purpose of housing a remote receiver. As
regards the question as to whether Government will
be asked to erect future buildings and rent will be
charged for them, I will say that would be also ous-
side of our previous agreement; thereff)rg, if you
have to erect any buildings in the future, it is obvious
that you will charge rent for them.

6.30 p.m. )

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: This Government is
trying to hold down this country as a pawn to the
United Kingdom.

Mr. Acting Chairman, I notice that in the Reso-
Tution for $1,500 this firm will be paying 10% a year
on the cost of this building. I do not know whether
the Government felt that 10% was the correct per-
centage for their investment. I rose principally to
suggest to the Government this point : why do they
bite and bite at the Airport?

‘What I think is this: (and I hope the Minister
of Communications will note it) I think there is a
great opportunity for the Government to augment
their income by providing a verandah to the Airport
building as is done in other countries where persons
who are desirous of doing so, may pay a small fee
to go and view the passengers landing and other
activities of the Airport. Tt ean be done; and you
can also provide a restaurant service where people
can go and have lunch. It would be a means of
collecting a tidy sum of money to add to your revenue.
In other parts of the world wherever you have an
Airport (and we are expecting ours to grow) faeili-
ties of this sort are provided. Some day the hearts
of the Government will turn and they will see the
advisability of going into that.

It is by drawing attention to these things that
I am endeavouring to show how badly the people
of this country are treated. When we realise that
we give $10.000 as a subsidv to British West Indian
Airways, and that in spite of that vou are still being
chavged more for the journev sav from Puerto Rico
10 Barhado: than you are being charged to go from
N~w York to Puerto Rico by another air service,
then I sav that is more than I can comprehend.
There are times when we must speak out; and 1

will always say in reference t¢ this that you are
taking advantage of the people of Barbados.

How can you deery colonialism and at the same
time perpetuate the worse form of imperialism as
soon as you tax people to support British West Indian
Airways. Just to keep a few pennies in the pockets
of a few people you are strangling the majority of
people as a whole. Any time you invite me so to
do [ am going to say this if I sing a solo: ‘“You are
robbing the people when you allow a British Com-
pany like B.O.A.C. to come in here.”’

Whenever 1 talk tourism it is apt to be said that
I am talking for the hon. junior member for Christ
Chureh; but I talk tourism for the thousands of un-
employed in this country. It burns me to hear or think
of it. Within the past week not less than 32 people
came to me willing even to sell their souls and bodies
in order to get out of this country. 1 could hardly
reject imperialism and then perpetuate a thing like
this. I am not anti-British, but whenever you come
to some matter in connection with the Airport, I
must say that what is done is a downright disad-
vantage. If you could offer me the greatest British
honour that you could think of I could not think
of selling the people. What I say is this: how can
you account for a company which charges you twice
as much for a journey of some 600 miles as com-
pared with a company which does a journey of some
1,600 miles for comparatively less?

I do not think there is much in this Resolution
to eriticise. If anybody else had done these things
some of the members of the Government would have
called them some of the most hard-hearted people
in the world. It is seandalous to think that in this
20th century when colonialism should be a thing of
the past, Barbados forward as it is politically and
otherwise, can still see its way to go on subsidising
and giving every facility it can to British West
Indiav Airways. In so doing you are saying: ‘“Down
with everybody and everything else.”’

Even the common man in the streets knows what
we owe to the United States of America; we owe
more to that country than you ean think of. When
I talk in this way, what I notice has already been
said of me is apt to be reiterated; that is, one of these
Ministers has said in this House something about
not selling your birthright for a few hundred Ameri-
can dollars. Whatever it is you are going to sell.
you are selling it to feed your family; all that kind
of talk is sheer ignorance. All that it amounts to is
fooling people and is dishonest.

Just to have it go down in the records of the
Colonial Office that a Minister got up and said some-
thing about selling your birthright for a few Ameri-
can dollars is what has given rise to such remarks.
I hold that you will sell it for Russian dollars if
you had to do it for the sake of feeding your family.
Political idealogies will have to come together sooner
or later; I hope to be in Lere long enough to see the
hearts of the Government turn. It is said that I
am supposed to belong to a Conservative Party in this
island ; they seem to think that I am glad to be able
to say that you are keeping down the people by
supporting British West Indian Airways. You pay
them a subsidy and then you say that you cannot
get vlanes.

Now, getting back to those remarks about selling
vour birth right, T must say that some of the Hon.
Ministers have ro birthright anyhow. [Laughier].
6.40 p.m. [

Mr. ALLDER: I do not understand the Gov-
ernment’s policy with respect to rentals at Seawell.
If as he says the Government does not charge any of
the Airways Companies—

Hon. M. E. COX: T never said that. What ia
the Airways Companies to do with this matter? T
never mentioned Airways Corpanies
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Mr. ALLDER: The Hon. Minister c¢laims that
they do not charge International Aeradio Caribbean
Limited any rent for the building which they are ab
present occupying. In my opinion, Sir, the policy
ir. that respect is being confused. You either charge
rent or you do ot charge any rent: but the build-
ings which this company occupies are large ones and
their maintenance is more costly than the building
which it is proposed to erect. Inasmuch as the greater
quarters are Leing occupied freely by this company,
I do not see how you can start to charge rent for
the small one.

: 1 am not arguing for the free housing of any
company at Seawell because personally, T feel that if
there are any companies up there who are enjoying
the use of Qovernment’s property free and they have
been doing so in the past, the Government should
look around to receive inmcome by compelling such
companies to pay rent commensurate with the trade
which they are doing at Seawell. Taking inte con-

" sideration the amount of money which has been
spent up there in order to facilitate the operation
of these companies and the annual recurrent expendi-
ture of $122,517 per year with the possibilities of an
increase in this kexpenditure, I can see ne other way
than to suggest that we should get greater revenue
from this source.

These companies are rich companies ; and you can
see today that they are competing with each other
to get entrance at our Airport, therefore we have
reached the stage where we do not have to bend over
too far backward in attracting them to use our
Airport. As I have said the annual recurrent cost
is mounting from year to year, and it is time that
we get them to pay what rental the business of these
companies can reasonably afford to pay.

Hon. M. E. COX: In answer to the point raised
by the hon. senior member for the City relative to the
improvement of the Terminal Building at Seawell, |
should like to say that we were prepared to add
another floor to the Terminal Building this year. We
were prepared to extend it, but the Director of Publiz
Works said that it would be difficult for him to handle
it during this financial year; and consequently we
decided to leave it over until the next financial yeav

There is only one further point to which 1
would like to reply and it is the point made by the
honourable senior member for the City, who also
stated that this Government was a pawn of the
British Government in connection with bringing the
Pan Amerigan Airways to Barbados. I would like
to say here and now that this Government is neither
a pawn of the British Government nor any foreign
Airways Company.

The question that this Resolution do nmow pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS,
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX, the Acting Chairman
reported the passing of four Resolutions in Com-
mittee of Supply. !

Mr. SPEARKER resumed the Chair and reporled
accordingly.

On motions of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS,
secomded by Hom. M. E. COX in each case, the
Resolutions passed in Committee were read a first
and second time and passed.

APPOINTMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEE
RE WEST INDIAN REGIMENT

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I am
asking leave to move for the appointment of a Select
Committee to prepare a draft reply to His Exeellency
the Acting Governor’s Message in connection with the

)

re-establishment of a West Indian Regiment. I think
that we should have a Select Committee appointed
to reply to that Message since it is a very imporam
cne. [A MEMBER: You can make a motion.] Very
well, Sir, I beg to move that a Select Committee be
appointed to consider and prepare a draft reply tc
the Message from His Excellency the Acting Gov-
ernor relative to the re-establishment of a British
West Indian Regiment.

Hon. M. E. COX.: I beg to second that.

The question that a Select Commatiee be appoint
ed to consider and prepare a draft Reply to His Ez.
cellency the Acting Governor’s Message wn connection
with the re-establishment of o British West Indian
Regiment was put and resolved wn the affirmative
wilthout division.

Mr. SPEAKER: Subject to the approval of the
House I have the honour to appoint the followine
members to serve on such a Select Committee :—The
hon. junior member for Christ Church (Mr. GOD
DARD), the hon. senior member for St. George (Mr.
BARROW), the hon. senior member for St. Philip
(Mr. CRAWFORD), the hon junior member for St
John. (Mr. VAUGHAN), the hon. junior member for
St. Michael (Mr. BRY'AN), the Hon. Minister of

Agridulture, Lands and Fisheries (Hon. C. E.
TALMA) and the Hon. Premier (Hon. G. H.
ADAMS).

CLERK OF THE HOUSE

Select Committee’s Report

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, as you will
remember, earlier in the day I intimated that 1 was
going to ask leave to deal with the report of the
Select Committee appointed to review and report on
the terms and conditions of the service of the Clerk
of the House. I intimated that I was going to ask
leave to proceed with this report because 1 want a
decision as quickly as possible owing to the fact that
our Acting Clerk is only desirous of acting mn that
position for a month. I think the report was circulated
amongst honourable members and is now in their
possession. I am now asking leave to deal with the
report.

There being mo objection, leave was granted the
hon. member.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: The main point about
this report is the conditions of service under which
the new Clerk should be appointed. During the life
time of the late Clerk, Mr. Sargeant, the terms and
conditions were that the Clerk and Deputy Clerk
should be qualified Barristers or Solicitors. Well, the
Committee which reviewed this matter after careful
consideration are of the opinion that the terms and
conditions of serviez of the Clerk of the House of
Assembly should be as follows:—

‘(1) That the Clerk and the Deputy Clerk
should each be a duly qualified Barrister
or Solicitor.

(2) That the Clerk be in attendance at his
office in the Public Buildings from Mon-
day to Friday (inclusive) every week
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and throughout
every meeting of the House of Assembly
and on such other occasions as Mr.
Speaker - shall require his attendance,
"execept on such occasions as Mr. Speaker
may grant him leave.

(3) That the Clerk should discharge the
duties of that office in accordance with
precedence and in addition he should
perform any duties required of him by
Mr. Speaker.

ok
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(4) That the salary of the Clerk should be
($4,128 x 192 — 5,280) per annum
payable in equal monthly instalments.’’

As regards the salary, that is a departure from
the previous salary paid and for two good reasons.
Flirst of all, it has always been said that the remu-
neration should be that of a Police Magistrate and
that is the salary agreed to. The other reason is that
the late Mr. Sarjeant was Clerk of the House for 19
years and as in all business practices a new Clerk
would not be remunerated at the same rate.

According to the report, the Committee were o?
the cpinion that the post should be filled as sooun as
possible and that an advertisement calling for appli-
cants for the post should be inserted in the Official
Gazette and in a local newspaper. Mr. Speaker, I
beg to move that this report be adopted.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: T beg to second that.

Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Speaker, I would like to com-
mend the Committee for the expeditious way in which
they have considered this report; I hope it is born
on example which will be emulated by other Com-
mittees. [ take it that when we comnceived the idea of
setting up a Committee to review and report on the
terms and conditions of service of the Clerk of the
House, the idea aback of it was really to aim at
some improvement if that were possible. T see that
the terms and conditions of service are much the samne
as what they were before; and in that spirit which
I have just mentioned, I would like to move two
amendments to this report.

Mr. SPEAKER: An amendment cannot be
actually made to a report. The hon. member can make
a suggestion or make a motion as to what he wants
adopted. _

Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Speaker, T am going to move
the motion that after the word ‘‘Solicitor’’ in the first
clause that the words ‘‘of not less than five years’
experience’’ pe added. In moving that motion, I
would like to say that there should he some stipulated
time as to the expierience of the person to ke appoint-
ed as a qualified Barrister or Solicitor. I think the
House would stand to benefit by the practical expe-
vience which a qualified Barrister or Solicitor would
bring to us and for that reason I have made that
motion.

Now, the Hoen. Minister has informed us that it
has always been felt that the salary of the Clerk of
the House should be in line with that of a Mazistrate.
If you will remember, the maximum salary enjoyed
by our late Clerk was $5,760 per annum. If the motion
which I make for the qualifying period is inserted,
T would like to see that the maximum salary of the
Clerk should be put back to $5,760 per annum. You
have to bear in mind that the Clerk of this House is
a whole-time job; and along with that it entails very
long hours of work on Tuesdays when this House is
sitting. As a whole-time job and with the experience
which T am asking, T feel that the maximum of $5,760
would be the desivable fisure. Perhaps, Mr. Speaker,
the incremental scale would have to be incereased also,
50 that the incoming Clerk would still have a six
vear period to reach the maximum; that should
therefore. be increased proportionately to $240 per
annrm. I am therefore making the motion that the
salary scale be fixed at (4,128 x 240—5,760) per
annum pavable in equal monthly instalments.

7 pm.
Mr. SPEAKER: What doss the honourable
member mean by ‘‘proportionately.’’

Mr. BRYAN: By that T mean rising by in-
crements in proportion to the basic salary.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker,—

Mr. SPEAKER:
seconding the motion$?

Mr. BRANCKER: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Speaking
in support of the honourable member on my right,
up to the present time as has been pointed out, you
are now paying a Magistrate what the original
motion proposes to pay our Clerk. Let us ecmpare
the post of Clerk with that of a Police Magistrate
in Barbados; a Police Magistrate in Barbados as
we all know starts in that capacity and he can rise
as far as his ability will allow him, We have a
former magistrate who is now Chief Justice in: British
Honduras; we have one who is a Puisne Judge of
Barbados and several others; but we have nothing
more to offer in this Chamber than the Clerkship.

If we provide the salary which a Police Magis-
trate should receive, we can only hope that somebo-ly
who feels he has not enough merit or personality
to obtain a post as Police Magistrate will be satis.
fied to be appointed to the Clerkship of this House.
We should also bear in mind that whereas the office
of a Police Magistrate carries pensionable emoln-
ments the Clerkship of this House carries no pension.
In the event of retirement for one reason or another
the question of awarding a pension is left at the
diseretion of this House. In other words there is n»
certainty about it.

‘We will be offering for our Clerkship the same
salary as that of a Police Magistrate ; but there will b.
no bright prespects, no pension and the hours of work
are certainly longer, The hours of work of a Police
Magistrate are from 10 am. to 4 p.am.; and there
is hardly any Police Magistrate who sits every day
from Monday to Friday. While one of the Police
Magistrates in Bridgetown sits sometimes on Satur-
days, the Police Magistrates in the rural areas do
not sit on Saturdays at all; yet it is suggested that
we should pay the same salary as that of a Police
Magistrate.

As 1 said before, apart from the fact that th-
Magistrates of Barbados do mot sit more than five
days and between the hours of 10 o’clock and 4
¢’clock, we have been sitting here late and we often
'sit until after 4 a.m. on the following day. As a
matter of fact, it is doubtful whether it is lawlal
for a Police Magistrate to sit longer than between
10 am. and 4 pm.

We are giving longer hours of work, we guar-
antee no pension and we can offer no promotion. T
take it that we should feel that we want a man as
good as we can get to perform the duties of the
Clerk of this Chamber. In seconding the motion of
the honourable junior member for St. Michael, it is
largely owing to the terms of the arrangement [
think, that everyone will agree that we want the
best type of man whom we can afford to pay; and
that we do not want this office for a Barrister or
a Solicitor who finds that he has got neither the
qualifications nor the personality for the post of a
Police Magistrate. With those remarks I support
the motion of the honourable junior member for St.
Michael.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaket, three or four
vears ago I felt that it was not necessary to have
a Barrister or Solicitor to fill the post of the Clerk
of this House. It is not necessary today. For that
reason I should like to suggest that in any agreement
which we may reach tonight in advertising for a
person to fill this post, the words ‘‘Barrister or
Solicitor’” be not inserted in that advertisement.
That is—

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the honourable mem-

Is the honourable member

y ber’s motion?
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Hon. M. E. COX: I will make that. There
will be no reason for saying that if a Barrister or
Solicitor should apply preference should mnot be
given to either of those individuals; but I do not
think that it is necessary to have a Barrister to fill
this post. I think I am correct in saying that the
former Clerk of the House of Commons, Sir Frederick
Metcalfe, was not a Barrister or Solicitor and he
held that post for many years. I do not know who
has suceeeded him, but I am of the opinion that ne
is not a Barrister; the holder of post of Clerk or
Deputy Clerk of the House of Commons is not a
Solicitor either as far as I know.

I feel, Sir, that there are a number of persous
with good qualifications in this island outside of
Barristers or Solicitors, who could come into this
House of Assembly and do the work required to be
done; and who could remain in the office and do
everything which is required to be done by this
House.

7.10 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the honourable member
referring to the post of the Clerk or the post of the
Deputy Clerk?

Hon. M. E. COX: I am dealing with the post
of the Clerk because the post of the Clerk is vacant
On the whole I am saying that it is not absolutely
necessary to have a legal man to occupy that pos:
tion. I am convinced that there are qualified people
in thig island who are capable of doing the work of
this House, and doing it as capable as a Barrister
or Solicitor. For that reason I feel that the words
‘‘Barrister or Solicitor’’ only should not appear in
the advertisement; we should also allow applications
from other suitably qualified persons. And if in in-
terviewing the applicants it is felt that a Barrister
or Solicitor who might apply for the post is better
than the others who have applied, obviously he should
be given the job.

My colleague has suggested an amendment o
the effect that you should not consider a Barrister
or Solicitor who has not had five years’ experience.
I do not know what is behind that amendment, but
there again I do not think that that is necessary; if
you are prepared to accept a solicitor, any man who
passes the examinations can do the work.

I do not agree with setting out any period of
five years’ experience in the advertisement ; that might
prevent this House from getting the benefit of the
services of an individual who will come in here and
do the work even better than a Solicitor who has
ten years’ experience. Because a man has five years’
experience as a Solicitor that is no guarantee that
he is any better than a man who has the experience
of a year or two. If we are asking for a Solicitor,
this stipulation of five years’ experience should not
be ineluded in the advertisement; thus it will be
open to all Barristers and Solicitors to apply for
the post.

T am not in favour of the amendment made by
my colleague; and I would suggest to let us drop
any reference to the experience which a Barrister or
Solicitor should have to qualify him for this par
ticular post.

Mr. Speaker, if I am in order, I would like to
move an amendment to the motion made by the Hon
Minister of Social Services, He has moved that the
Report of the Select Commitee be adopited; T should
like to add to paragraph 1 of the Report, after the
word ““Soljcitor’’ the words ‘‘or a person with ex-
perienee in parliamentary procedure.’’

7.20 p.m.
Mr. BE. D. MOTTLEY. Sir, T must say that

difetime. This is the first occasion that I can see
eye to eye with the Hon. Minister of Communications
and I therefore rise to second his amendment.

1 am among those who are convinced that the
amendment which the Hon. Minister has put up is
really the right thing to do. I have actually noted
and discussed it with the hon. junior member for St.
John and the amendment which the Hon. Minister
moved was actually my phraseology. I do believe
myself that with the presence of the Deputy Clerk
(whom I am absolutely sure has no interest in this
vacancy at all as a wholetime job, but whose position
as Deputy Clerk is for almost a period of 19 years
and as a trained Solicitor of 26 years’ standing,) it
strikes me that it would be a good idea if rather than
pin the appointment of the office down to a Bar-
rister or Solicitor of any years’ standing, that the
person to fill that office could be a person possessed
with a knowledze of Parliamentary procedure.

I have seen even in my time that some lawyers
whenever it came to their making a draft for parlia-
mentary purposes, have caused a tremendous lot of
confusion; and you will te creating no precedent, 1f
the person appointed is only possessed with a know-
ledge of parliamentary procedure, because the actual
Clerk of the Commons in Northerm Ireland is not
a Barrister or Solicitor at all, but is a person expe-
rienced in parliamentary procedure.

It is a fact that a lot of students of history do a
tremendous lot of research work, and are very me-
ticulous and although they may not be lucky in pass-
ing examinations, they might be suitable persons for
such a position. Therefore, in this Chamber where it
is not necessary for both Clerks to be specialists, we
should be the last persons to subseribe to anything
to prevent persons other than Solicitors and Barris-
ters from applying for this post.

I do not know if it were a question of both the
Hon. Minister of Communications and myself think-
ing alike, but immediately as 1 got this report it
struck me that such an amendment as was moved by
the Hon. Minister was the one which I should make.
The honourable junior member for St. Michael made
a motion that we should have a Solicitor or Barrister
of not less than five years’ standing to fill the post,
but I do not agree with that suggestion, because a
Solicitor of even ten years’ standing might not be
suitable for the job. I again do not agree with him
that the salary should be increased.

T am one of those who agree with the other terms
and conditions of the report that the Clerk should be
& wholetim'e officer and he should be called upon tc
perform duties as the Speaker may direet and I think
that such a job with a salary rising to £1,100 per
annum is quite sufficient. I do not think with the
economy of Barbados that this job is worth anything
more than that; and I am not even putting it in rela-
tion to the post of Police Magistrate; I am thinking
of the terms and conditions of the post in relation to
the economy of this island. A salary rising to
£1,100 per annum is a very reasonable salary.

This is where I disagree with the Committee
when it comles to the salary fixture. I think that
immediately an officer comes in here and starts to
work he comes right into the job. The least salary
which you should start at is £900 per year. At one
time I thought that the bottom figure should be
£1,000.

I am seconding the motion made by the Hon.
Minister of Communiecations, but I am adding my
views on the question of salary. T do not agree with
Fis colleague when he says that the maximum should

some peculiar things can happen in one’s political d

. be £1,200, per annum. T think the maximum of
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£1,100 as has been decided by the Committee is the
correct ficure, but I do think that the starting point
is too low.

T do not know if the Hon. Minister of Commu-
nications has a similar view. 1 feel that when an
officer comes in here he comes right into the work.
The starting point should be around £900 per annum.
However, [ am not making any amendment for that.
Again, T wish to say that the motion as moved by the
Hon. Minister of Communications is a very correct
one and T would suggest to the House that they should
vote for it.

Mr. MILLER: In view of the fact that there
are occasions when this House meets twice a week,
I am wondering, Mr. Speaker, if this Chamber would
accept a simple and small amendment. T propose to
make a motion so that the daily hours of service
should be less.

It is my view that the hours should be 11 a.m
to 4 p.m. instead of from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. As a mat-
ter of fact, I do know that if we make it from 6
o’clock in the morning to 4 o’clock in the evening you
will still get people applying for the job. Why make
a rule that the Clerk should come in at 10 a.m. when
he may have little to do on certain days. On the other
hand. he can arrive at ten and at 12 o’clock he can
go off and take two hours for lunch. I therefore,
make a motion that the hours of attendance of the
Clerk should be from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. and I hope
that some hon. member would be willing to second that
motion.

7.30 p.m.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I am in
agreement with the last honourable member why has
Just sat down, in saying that the hours should be
tixed. in quantity rather than from period to period.
We in the tropics start to work too late. I do not
see why if a Clerk went to work from 8 am. to 2
p.m. he should not do more than if he went to work
from 10 am. to 4 pm. We are considering it wita
the Civil Service.

I would prefer to start to work just as I get
cut of bed; then yon are fresh; and as you get ont
of bed you can go straight to work and you work
well. A Magistrate functioning after 2 o’clock iu
the afternoon is acting by rule of thumb, [A VOICE:
You don’t practice at the Bar now]

I should like to make this suggestion in the
spirit of what the honourable member said: I suggest
that Clause 2 be amended by the insertion of the
words ‘‘at such appropriate hours’’ occurring after
the word ‘‘occasions’” in line five. The word

‘‘appropriate’’ will indicate that you are not allow |

ing the Clerk to come in at § a.im. every day; that
iz a diseretion which should be reserved for the
Speaker.

After 2 o’clock the standard of work is apt 1o
be lowered. We in the tropies could do far better
work if we stopped at 2 o’clock in the afternoon.
The amended clause should then read as follows:—

““That the Clerk be in attendance at his office
in the Public Buildings from Monday to Friday
(inclusive) every week from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
throughout every meeting of the House of Assembly
and on such other occasions at such appropriate
hours as Mr. Speaker shall require. his attendance,
except on such oceasions as Mr. Speaker may grant
him leave.”’

I am not being facetious, but I should like to
know if we could put in the word ‘‘unqualified’”
Barrister! [Laughter.] The days when we wantad
a Barrister or Solicitor are over. Some of the
ablest lawyers in the world are not good at drafting

A lawyer may be a good advocate and a poor drafts-
man; draftsmanship is an art in itself. No longer
does a Clerk of the House have to help honourable
members with the drafting of Bills. It does not
take a Barrister to read a proof; it takes an
energetic man, that is all. T would suggest to hon.
members that we might agree to further amend
the motion by adding the words “a person versed
in Parliamentary procedure”.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, —

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member second-
ing the motion of the hon. senior member for St.

Joseph?
Mr. CRAWFORD: I never heard it, Mr.
Speaker. There is much that mystifies me from

time to time so to speak. It has been the tradi-
tion through the years to employ a trained Bar-
rister or Solicitor in the positions of Clerk and
Deputy Clerk of this House and I imagine that
there have been good reasons for it in the past.
The hon. senior member for St. Lucy has been so
convineed in his mind that legal training in these
positions is important, that he has even gone so
far as to suggest that there should be a legally-
trained adviser to the Speaker.

Well now, if in addition to legally-trained men
in the positions of Clerk and Deputy Clerk you
also need a legal adviser to Mr. Speaker, it is in-
finitely more important to have legal men in the
positions of Clerk and Deputy Clerk; except that
the hon. senior member for St. Luecy feels that the
best way to get a legally-trained adviser to the
Speaker is by eliminating trained men from the
positions of Clerk and Deputy Clerk.

I personally feel that if the posts of Clerk
and Deputy Clerk need legally trained men, then
a legal adviser to Mr. Speaker is superfluous and
completely unnecessary; but rather than burden
the Treasury with this high-falutin official as legal
adviser to the Speaker, it would be more conveni-
ent and economic to have the Clerk and Deputy
Clerk as legally-trained men. If on the other hanid
the House feels that the position of Clerk and
Deputy Clerk are no longer required to funection to
the extent to which they used to, and have con-
cluded that all that is necessary is a certain amount
of acquaintanceship with parliamentary procedure,
then I should not at all be surprised to see that they
support the amendment that for the future the
Olerk of thie House should no longer be a legally-
trained man. In so far as that particular principle
is concerned, I am not quite satisfied in my mind
as to what the Hon. Premier proposes to do.

7.40 p.m.

Is he suggesting that the Clerk himself need
mnot be a legally-trained man but that the Deputy
Clerk must be a legally-trained man? [MEMBERS:
Yes.] Your Honour yourself appeared to be some-
what intrigued by the new suggestion and queried
whether the Mover of the amendment meant the
Clerk alone or the Clerk and the Deputy Clerk.

Mr. SPEAKER: I was not intrigued; I was
curious to know. [Laughter.]

Mr. CRAWFORD: The position is this: are
you suggesting or are you accepting the suggestion
that the man in the junior position must have bet-
ter qualifications than the man who is in the senior
post? The present salary of the Deputy Clerk is
£600 a year and the salary of the Clerk himself
is £1,200 a year; are you suggesting then that
your junior man drawing one half of the salary of
the senior man must be a legally--trained man and
the senior man be a layman?

Hon. M. BE. COX: I do not know where the
hon. member got that idea from. I said that T
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did not believe it was necessary to have a Barrister
-or Solicitor for either post; but when Your Hon-
our queried me I made it clear that I was dealing
with the post which was vacant. If the post of
Deputy Clerk was vacant I would have dealt with
that too. There is no point in arguing on that now.

Mr. CRAWFORD: While it is true that the
post of the Clerk is vacant there should be _some
regularity in our procedure. If they are insisting
that you should bring in a Clerk who is not legally
trained then the position with regard to the Deputy
Clerk should be clarified,

I am not for a moment suggesting that it is
impossible to find in Barbados non-legal people
with the aptitude and capacity efficiently to execute
the duties attached to the post of the Clerk; but
at the same time it seems to me that we are un-
vedessarily lowering our traditional standards.
There is no paucity of legally-trained men to apply
for this post, and the only reason there can be for
any fundamental alteration in the qualification for
this post is that we have a special desire to servc
our friends who may mnot bie legally qualified.

There was a time in the history of this coun-
try when non-legally trained men were employed in
magisterial positions and there has been a ruling
from the Secretary of State for the Colonies on the
point. The Administration is not expected to ap-
point non-legally trained men are ava‘ulable; and simi
long as legally trained men are gwa.ﬂabl-e; and. simi-
larly in Plarliament the positions of Clerk and
Deputy Clerk which require a certain amount of
legally-trained knowledge, in my opinion I see no
reason at all for any deterioration in the standard.
I should hate it to go on record that in 1955 1 am
suggesting that it is impossible to find men capa-
ble of doing these jobs who are not Barristers or
Solicitors. The people who want this change
should advande some logical reasons for it. They
should tell us that the Clerk and the Deputy Clerk
do not require any legal qualification at all to
do these jobs or that Mr. Speaker does not require
any legal assistance. ) ]

Mr. Speaker is not a Barrister and in the course
of his parliamentary duties occasions will and must
arise when he will require legal assistance. Where is
he to get that legal assistance from? Time may be
when there may not be a Barrister elected to this
Chamber because they are certainly fewer now than
they were before. Even if you have a Barrister
elected to this Chamber his legal ability and train-
ing are not at the services of Mr. Speaker; and in
any case he may not belong to the same Party as Mr.
Spveaker, and Mr. Speaker may not be inclined to call
upon him for assistance. Therefore we are entitled
to have in the position of Clerk or Deputy Clerk a
legally-trained man. If in this country we are re.
verting to the American system and we are using
our position to reward our friends with Jobs, let us
say so and be done; but do mnot let us unnecessarily
ard wantonly lower our standard in any direction
without full justification for so doing. T aw vet to
Liear that legal training ia these positions is su]')erf!u-
ous; until I hear that I am entitled to the convie-
tion that the change in the status of the Clerk and
Deputy Clerk is not necessary.

Mr. VAUGHAN: T rise to give my blessing un-
hesitatingly to the amendment as proposed by the
Hon. Minister of Communications. [MEMBERS.
Shame!] T want a lot of us to get awayv from the
idea that only certain men with certain official qual-
ifications ean do certain jobs. That is not true and
it will never be true. There was a time when the
world was run before Academic degrees were insti.

tuted ; the world was run and run well for those times,
You have the English tradition of lay magistrates
who have been valuable in running affairs in England
end whose findings and submissions have, as far as 1
know, been accepted by the highest legal traditions,
and they themselevs had no official legal training.
7.50 p.m.

I am one of those who believe that except for
certain specific professions like medicine or certain
technical bramches of engineering, when a man of
general intelligence has been associated and interested
In certain institutions and the procedure of running
those institutions, that, at times, is a greater qualifi-
cation for the job that any academic qualifications.
That has been seen from time to time. Of course, I hope
it will be taken for granted that I am speaking of an
intelligent man with a certain background of educa-
tion; and I will go as far as to say that sometimes
that type of man is intelligent enough to give him-
self that background of education.

I have seen many an injustice done to mem-
bers of the Civil Service who have served admir-
ably for a great part of their lives in certain de-
partments and whose efficiency in the job was un-
matched and subsequently proved unmatchable, by
turning them aside and appointing over their
heads persons with academic qualifications. As a
matter of fact, we give worship to or make a fetish
of academic qualifications to the point that we are
in danger of lowering the spirit of education it-
self; that is what is happening to-day. We are in
danger of making people want education just to
qualify themselves for a job, and after they get
the job they have no more interest in it than any-
body you pick up out of the street [Cheers]. They
are abusing the real valge of qualifications.

(five me an intelligent man with interest in
certain institutional issues every time before you
give me the man with the mexe academic qualifica-
tions. If he has academic qualifications plus an
interest and integrity as a citizen, I will say : “Yes,
you can give him the preference”; but only to
give him the job on the mere acquisition of academic
qualifications, I think is doing the whole nation a
disservice. We must be satisfied that a man is
educationally qualified to fill certain positions. We
all know and acknowledge that in certain positions
it is not the highest type of qualifications, it is not.
the person who possesses the highest academic
qualifications that will fill the post with distine-
tion. How many present-day Civil Servants can
qualify with the distinetion in positions in certain
institutions as were held by some old-timers with-
out those certain qualifications?

There are many devoted servants who are
literally wedded to the positions and they perform
their duties in a way that no person with academie
qualifications can better.

Let us take as an instance something like road
engineering; academic qualifications can be a dis-
tinction to a man holding a post of road engineering,
but a man who loves road engineering (and as we
know there are many persons who because of their
length of time in the execution of the practical work
are much better than any young Civil Engineer
coming out from the Academy) puts into the shade
some persons who hold academie qualifications.

I have been told that when the railway was being
laid here that certain people were brought out to
do the job, but a native born Barbadian who had a
flourish for doing such a job (and we know that
there are certain people who are born to do certain
Jjobs) was the actual person who put down the rail-

way. So, Sir, I want us to get away from the idea
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that in certain positions only the man with academie
qualifications can fill them, It is not true. Intelligence
Pplus experience is as great a college as any.
8.00 p.m.

I believe that in the position we seek to fill this
i not impossible. I have been so carried away by
my own convictions that I have not even remembered
lo cite a case of which we all know; I am referring
to the case of Mr. Arthur Hinds, M.B.E. the lat:
lamented Clerk of the Legislative Council. He was
not a solicitor or a barrister; yet, as far as we ail
know, he executed his duties with an efficiency that

earned him the respect of every legislator for all tha

time that he was Clerk of the Other Place. I repeat,
that he was not a solicitor or a barrister; but when
it came to his work there was not any fault to be
found. That is a very notable case in point, and
as such, it helps to substantiate my conviction that
we do not necessarily have to go out of our way to
fill the post of Clerk of the House of Assembly by
a solicitor or a barrister,

Trusting to leave that impression on honour-
able members of this House, the impression that
academic qualifications are not in every instanece
essential to the fulfilling of a position adequately,
I heartily endorse the sentiments expressed by the
honourable member who first put forward this
alternative motion.

Mr. MILLER: WMr. Speaker,—

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is out
of Order.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I have listened to
the oral tirade of the honourable junior member for
St. John and I am wondering what this is all aboui.
I reflect that this is one of the few occasions when
this honourable House is conducting its business as
a House free from the restrictions of Party discip-
line. We have seen in this House tonight the very
indecent spectacle of five honourable members of the
Government’s Party expressing one view and two
others expressing other views. It only goes to show
what could happen when the erack of the whip is not
heard. !

We are discussing the Report of the Select
Committee which was asked to meet and recommend
to us how soon, among other things, we should fill
the vacant post of Clerk of this House; we are,
therefore about fo employ a servant, Before we do
that, it should only be mnecessary as I have thought,
tc expect us to aceept or reject the Select Committee’s
Report. On the contrary, we have seen, at least,
that there has been an unprecedented amount of log-
rolling in which everybody, so far, has participated.
I am not participating in it because I have nobody
to recommend; a fact, Mr. Speaker, to which you
are a witness,

Every one awho has spoken, so far, and partic-
ularly the Minister of Communications, has given
the impression that, by the terms and special cir-
cumstances of the amendments which they have
moved, they have in mind the kind of servant that
they should employ. I have listened to all of their
different amendments; and having followed the
arguments of those amendments, there emerges in
my mind the type of persons those Movers of tha
amendments wish to have sponsored. [A VOICE-
‘What is the motion?)

Mr. Speaker, so far back, and up to now, hon-
ourable members of this House have been able to
have trained guidance, sq to speak; and today we
have had the astonishing spectacle of the honourable
junior member for St. John arguing in such a way
that would deny the value of academie qualifica
tions. ‘
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Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Speaker, I entirely ob-
jeet to that statement alleging that I denied the
value of academic qualifications.

Mr. SPEAKER: No, no; I agree with the hon
ourable member that that is not what he said.

Mr. VAUGHAN: I did not deny the value of
academic qualifications. I said in effect, that it
should not be termed a fetish.

Mr. TUDOR : Mr. Speaker, there is a differ-
ence between a principle and a fetish. He can make
it a fetish if he likes; but I wish to ask whether,
in arguing as he did, he did not make his own fetish
of the question of the lack of quailfications. Aftexr
all, Mr. Speaker, the Clerk of this House has been
for sometime (I cannot say has always been, becausa
my memory does not serve me on that point) but 1
can say that the Clerk has been for some time a solici-
tor, and in some cases, we could almost term him a
barrister. If it has become necessary that there is no
longer to be a barrister or wolicitor sitting in the post
of Clerk of this House it should be told to us more
clearly that, either the nature of the work is changed
to the extent that work formerly done by a legally
trained Clerk is no longer done by him, or that th.
intellectual level of the House has risen to such an
extent that it is not appreciated by hon. members.

Something occurs to my mind just at this point,
and it is this: the Clerk of the House does or should
¢o for hon. members not in the Government, what
precisely the Crown Law Officers do for the Minis-
ters. It is true, that if I were asked to draft a Bill
1 would undertake to do so; but I would not under-
take to do it without a certain amount of misgiving.
1 would therefore be able to rely upon the Clerk of
the House (if he is a barrister or solicitor) to assist
me in the drafting of such a Bill.

8.10 p.m.

The Hon. Premier in spite of his being a lawyer
or rather I should say in addition to his being a lawyer,
would still find it necessary to consult the Crown Law
Officers; and in view of the fact that he is a Ministor.
he has the right to have the advice and support of the
Crown Law Officers. What is the ordinary member
of this Assembly to do if he wants assistance which
cannot be given to him by a layman? As to the
argument about suitably qualified persons, the tern:
‘‘suitably qualified’’ can be interpreted in any way
you wish to interpret it, but in so far as we have
known it, the term ‘‘suitably qualified’’ has meant that
a person is a barrister or solicitor,

I notice that the Select Committee for reasons
best known to itself, has taken it upon itself to
recommend that the salary of the Clerk should be
rather less than what we have been paying for this
office, I do not know the argumentum ad hominem
but it does seem to suggest that the principle has not
been adhered to, and merely because we have to choose
a new servant we believe that we must alter the scale
of salary because the next person may not be so dis-
tinguished or so old. I think we should adhere to
principle; if it is felt that the job, no matter how long
it takes or how many man hours are spent on it on a
particular day, if it is important enough to carry a
certain salary, then that salary should be main-
tained.

This is not a Government matter or a political
matter ; this is a matter concerning the House; it is a
matter of filling a vacancy created by the death of
one of its servants. We need not look left or right
for guidance in these matters; if we feel that some-
body be employed having his own ability to do our
business he should be offered a salary commensurate
with the work which he has to do and bearing some
relation to what the former officer enjoyed. I do not
think it is fair for this House to employ its Servants
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at cut-rates; if you are doing that it will be said that
. whereas you kept certain standards in the past you
are now employing an inferior type of Servant. I do
not take that view.

Mr. Speaker, with reference to the amendment
moved by the hon. junior member for St. Michael, |
say we are so pleased when we hear his voice in this
House no matter what he is saying, it sounds delight-
ful. Although he says it quietly and we can scarcelv
hear him on this side, we attach due weight and im-
portance to what he has said. I gather that he said
that not only should the proper standards be main-
tained but that a certain amount of experience be
taken into account and shown for the job. I am not
s0 much out of sympathy with him because a fully-
qualified person should be considered and it would
not matter whether a man has five years’ or ten years’
experience. I am not quarrelling with him in that
matter because he is on my side in the argument; but
I wish to lay stress on this point before I sit down.

The argument that it would be essential to have
a fully-qualified person can be carried too far and we
are Investigating at present the effects of such a
poliey.
and soon the very lack of standard will be the stan-
dard; I do not subscribe to that. I would like hon.
members to take whatever view they have in this mat-
ter without making it so transparent that horses arz
being prepared, and that odds and bets are being
taken on the favourites.

Mr. ALLDER: T only rise to say that the morz
1 sit in this Honourable Chamber the more I am coa-
vinced that there is no right and there is no wrong
beeause both are the same. They only differ in mean-
ing according to the individual or group who try t»
manipulate things. We seem to be breaking away
from tradition tonight. I am happy to see that cer-
tain honourable members are capable of going away
from what they have always tried to emphasise.

With respect to the Report of the Select Com-
mittee appointed to go into the duties of the Clerk of
this House I would say that certain members have
done the least expected, and I hope that when other
considerations come up they will be as willing to dis
regard certain traditions in the same way as they are
disregarding them tonight.

820 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: There have been three motions
put before the House. The Hon. Minister of Social
Services moved that the Report be adopted. The hon
Jjunior member for St. Michael moved an amendment
1o the motion which was that the Clerk and the Deputy
Clerk should each be a duly-qualified Barrister or
Solicitor of not less than five years standing, and that
the salary should be placed in the following category
(4,128 x $240 — $5,760) that is the salary which
the late Clerk enjoyed. The next amendment was
moved by Hon. Minister of Communications. Works
and Housing. He moved that the Clerk and the
Deputy Clerk should each be a dualy-qualified Barris-
ter or Solicitor or a person with experience in
parliamentary procedure.

I am going to put first the amendment as moved
by the Hon. Minister of Communications, Works and
Housing.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, on a point
of Order. I note that the amendment by the hoa.
junior member for St. Michael is in two parts. I
T think you should put them separately.

Mr. SPEAKER: If that is the feeling of the
House, T will do so. At anv rate I will put the second
amendment as was moved by the Hon. Minister of
Communications, Works and Housing first.

Standards are being lowered everywhere °

The question that the addition of the words ““or
a person with experience in parliamentary proce-
dure’’ be added to the end of Clause 1, of the report
was put and resolved iw the affirmative the House
dwviding as follows—

Ayes: Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E. Tarma, Mr.
F. E. Mmrer, Mr. J. C. Morrey, Mr. O. T.
ALLDER, Mr. V. B. VaugHAN, Mr. F'. C. GoppArD and
Mr. E. D. MorTLeYy—S8.

Noes: Hon. G. H. Apaus, Hon, Dr. H. G. CuM-
MINsS, Hon. R. G. Mapp, Mrs. E. E. Bourng, Mr. T. O.
BryYAN, Mr. J. E. T. BranckEr and Mr. J. C. Tuoor
—T.

8.30 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: Now, the question to which
hon. members will now address themselves is the
amendment as moved by the hon. junior member for
St. Michael. The first part of that amendment has
been eliminated and therefore, is out of the question.
The question is now that the salary of Clerk of the
House be [VOICES: Whose motion?] Now, no in-
terruptions from hon. members. [Mr. E. D. MOTT-
LEY: But is this a division?] The first part of the
hon. member’s motion is ruled out as a matter of
necessity. I am ruling now. T repeat that the first part
of that motion by the hon. junior member for St.
Michael has been eliminated.

The question now is that the salary of the Clerk
of this House be $4,128 by $240 to $5,760 per an-
num [Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Where are you quoting
those figures from?] I am dealing with the amend-
ment as moved by the hon. junior member for
St. Michael.

Hon. members in favour of that wil] please say
““Aye’’ those against will please say ‘‘No’’; I think
the ‘‘Noes’ have it. There is now no question of a
division. That Select Committee’s Report remains in
effect.

The question is that the Report as amended, be
now adopted. Hon. members in fovour of that will
please say ‘“Aye,”’ those against will please say
‘““No,” I think the ‘“ Ayes’’ have .

ADJOURNMENT

On motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS, sec-
onded by Hon. M. E. COX, The House was adjourned
for three quarters of an hour.

8.35 p.m.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE MOTOR
VEHICLES AND ROAD TRAFFIC
(AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS

On re-assembling,

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I
ask leave to take Order No. 14 as the next Order of
the Day.

There being no objection leave was granted the
honourable member.

Mr. SPEAKER: The next order of the Day
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Commu-
nications, Works and Housing: To move the passing
of the following Resolution ;— Resolution to approve
the ‘““Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic ( Amendment)
Regulations, 1955.”’

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, in moving the
passing of this Resolution to approve the Regula-
tions controlling the activities of improvised pas-
senger-carrying vehicles, T should like first of all, to
appeal to hon. members to view this question with an
open mind and not to regard it in the light of what
any electors in a particular constituency might say,

A
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but rather in the interest of the community as a
‘whole.

I would also like to ask hon. member to forget
that the Minister of Communications is dealing with
the matter against whom guns are more often than
not fired; (incidentally guns with wet powder).

I would just like to give a brief history of the
introduction of the system of the allocating of routes
to Concessionaires. Henourable members will re-
member that some years ago, in the 1930’s between
1¢37 and 1939 there was on organised system of pas-
senger transportation in this island; consequently
competition was very keen, and I should like to sav
that was not to the benefit of the passengers or of the
community, because it had reached a stage when
Tuses would leave Trafalgar Sguare where they were
then parked and run sometimes half wav and turn
‘back into Trafalgar Square and then leave again.
Tometimes passengers used to be in buses for half an
Tour before they got to their destination which
might not be mere than say three or four miles
away.

In addition to that there were many accidents tak-
ing place. I well remember that bus-drivers at that
time would start off at a terrific speed and seeing that
there were passengers for another bus following,
would stop suddenly in the middle of the road with
the result that the radiator and bonnei of the rear
bus would crash into the rear of the bus in front.
Transportation was in a very disorderly state of af-
fairs at that time; in other words there was chaos.
The Legislature in its wisdom, (I may say that it
was one of the only things which the Conservative
CGovernment did that ecould be regarded as wise)
decided to pass legislation for the orderly develop-
Trent and running of the transport system in this
island.

As I have said before, routes were allotted to
(Concessionaires and for many years that system
worked, (with the exception of the insufficiency of
the number of units) satisfactory for some years,
but within the last five years, and more partieu-
larly in the last two years, vehicles which are not at
all constructed for the econveyance of passengers have
been purchased and run as if they were passenger
vehicles They are operating on some routes and they
are keenly competing against buses which sole right
it is to ply for fare on the particular routes.

At this stage I should like to say that no mem-
ber of this House would deny the fact that these im-
provised passenger-carrying vehicles have been of
considerable assistance toc the travelling public; I
think the Committee which sat recently to consider
the question of bus fares made that point. The Com-
mittee realised that the improvised vehicles were
carrying off quite a lot of business, but they also
slated that that was due to the fact that the Conces-
sionaires, instead of increasing their units in propor-
tion with the demands of the travelling public, would
seem to have ignored the public to a large extent,
made money, (there can be no mistakes about that)
and did not care what became of the passengers. As
we have heard and we have no reason to disbelieve it,
we who keep in touch with the activities of the peo-
ple know that the concessionaires have invested in
real estate properties and so on.

Nobody is annoyed because they invest in real
estate ; nobody grudges them for that; but in carry-
ing on business you cannot on the one hand say: ‘‘T
am not making any money out of my business’” and
on the other hand buyving properties out of it.
Judging from what the Concessionaires have said
as against what they do, it would appear that they

are buying properties and investing money out of
losses. I had to say that recently. They would like
us to believe that they have been losing money since
1948 and more particularly in 1953 and still they are
continuing to invest in real estate property; if they
want us to believe that, we have to come to the con-
clusion that they are using money out of the losses.
Mr. Speaker, if the Concessionaires had to put
back a reasonable amount of that money into their
tusiness this situation would not have arisen. I think
it was in 1953 when the Concessionaires made a
concerted appeal to the Government for increased
fares.
9.40 p.m.

In November 1953, they made this appeal for
increased fares. The matter was considered and no
decision was reached at the time, but they did strong-
ly suggest that what you call ‘“pirate’’ buses should
be removed from off their routes in as much as .
that those vehicles were depriving them of a large
number of passengers. As regards the question of
removing those vehicles, Government felt and still
feels that under the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic
Act, ample provision was made to prevent vehicles
which are registered for one serviece from being en-
gaged in another service; but it has been reported to
the Government that the Police have found it diffcult
iin some cases to get a convietion against an individual
who uses a goods vehicle for carrying passengers for
reward. They claim that there is no evidence to prove
that the people who are carried by those goods
vehicles pay fares.

If you look at Section 2 of the Motor Vehicles
and Road Traffic Act, 1937, you will see that a ¢ goods
vehicle’”” means a motor vehicle which is so construc:
ted as to show that its primary purpose is the car-
riage or haulage of goods, merchandise or other
loads. We always felt that that interpretation was
clear, and that it was a matter for the Police Magis-
trate or Judge to exercise the law.

Surely, if you look at some of those improvised
vehicles you will see that their primary construction
is certainly not for the carrying or haulage of goods
even although they are licensed for that purpose. Oue
would have felt that it would have been an easy thing
for a conviction to be established against anyone who
carried large numbers of passengers in a goods
vehicles.

However, this question was again discussed last
vear. Perhaps, I should say that before Ministerial
Government started, I, holding the portfolio for High-
ways and Transport, attended a meeting of the Con-
cessionaires and I made it clear to them that there
was a lack of sufficient number of units by them to
accommodate the travelling public. They admitted
they were lacking in these units, but they said that
they could not increase them at the time because of
the ‘‘pirate’” buses. That was in 1953. Since then
on two oceasions I had talks with them and I told
them that in order to establish a case for an increase
in bus fares or a rebate, whatever the case may be,
they would have to keep properly audited accounts.
That was in 1954.

Unfortunately, we are no better off today than
we were in 1953 because, as you will see, when the
Committee which sat on this question made its report,
although making recommendations for an increase in
bus fares the Committee stated (and this is what it
says on page 8 of the report)

Statistics and Accounts :—

“In the course of this enquiry we found our-

selves at some disadvantage in that adequate statis-
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tical information was not available from many con-
cessionaires to enable us to make proper comparisons
and reliable estimates. For example, important in-
formation such as numbers of passengers carried,
mileage covered, ete., was lacking in many cases. We
recommend that Concessionaires should be re-
guired in their own interests to keep full records of
such details in the future.’’

As I have said, ever since in 1953, on two ocea-
sions, I made it clear to them that they would have
to satisfy the Government if they say they are losing
money. No Government wants them to lose anything.
In our second last letter to them we said that Gov-
ernment would be willing to give them a rebate (pro-
vided of course that the House of Assembly agrees)
to recover any loss, and to give them any increase that
may be recommended by the Labour Commissioner
and also to make a reasonable profit on their capital
50 as to improve the service to the island.

I may say that quite a lot of misrepresentations
about this matter have been carried in the Daily Press
and the Recorder. It is a fact that the Press has a
habit of twisting what Ministers tell them from time
to time.

9.50 p.m.

It is reaching a stage where one finds it very
difficult nowadays to say anything to Pressmen. The
Advocate as you have seen, has been championing
the canse of the Concessionaires; and that is expectsd
of the Adwocatle. While making it appear as though
they represent public opinion, in truth and in faet,
the Adwvocele represents the opinions of a few rich
people in this island and a few others whose iden-
tity is difficult to describe.

' They do mnot know public opinion; they
do not care for public opinion; and hence when
a few wealthy or influential people get together and
say or desire to have something done, the Adwvocaie
publishes articles editorially and otherwise purport
ing to be the sentiments of the péople. The Adwvocate
define ‘people’ as meaning a few wealthy people,
we of the Government and of the Labour Party
define ‘people’ as the masses. As our good Bishop
Hughes who left us some time ago once said: ‘It is
people that matter; not a few people, but the people
as a whole.”’

The argument has been used that since 1939
bus fares have not been increased. At that time
gasolene was thirty cents a gallon, today it is 62
cents a gallon; tyres were $40.00, today the price has
been considerably increased. That argument is oi
not much value. What has happened is that during
the years gone by, the country folk if they did
get to town once a week, they had to do so either
by walking the whole journey, or by driving for
half way and walking the remainder. Today, however,
as a result of the activities of the Barbados Labour
Party, the whole position and the conditions of th-
working classes of this island have been changed if
not completely transformed. There is now a much
higher standard of living. Thousands of children
from all over the island day in and day out are abl:
to travel to Bridgetown to be schooled. As I told
someone a few days ago, if the position was thai
people came to town only once a week, I would say:
““Yes; increase the bus fares.”’

Every government is a political government for
the simple reason that it is elected by a majority cf
the people. What the Concessionaires are saying
amounts to this: we are nothing to do with the cas:
of the school children who have to come in to town

to be schooled. Increase the bus. fares and let u
wax fat. ' |

The Government is of the opinion that we must
first consider the case of the thousands of school
children who have to come from the country districts
to the metropolitan area from day to day to be
schooled. Let us consider for argument’s sake the
case of the man who has about four children going to
school ; fares have been increased to five shillings per
week and his salary has not been increased; he has
got to find three more shillings per week in order
that his children might continue to reach school.
The Concessionaire is not thinking of that.

I lay the emphasis on the facilitation of trans
portation for school children because I believe i
doing everything possible to facilitate the education
of the children of this island, being confident that
when you educate a people you set them free. Th>
Committee recommends that bus fares should be in-
creased in spite of the fact that they did not get
possession of essential statisties from the bus Con-
cessionaires.

The Government does not accept the Committee’s
recommendation for an increase in fares on the ground
that if the Concessionaires failed to produce the basic
statistics, how then could they make out a case for
an increase in fares. How can you know whether a
company has made money or not if you are not in
possession of facts and figures? You cannot estimate
the amount of money they receive. You cannot es
timate the mileage either; and that is a factor which
would enable you to say that you have made sc
many trips, you have burnt so much gas, and things
like that. The Government emphasised that you
must keep proper accounts if you wish to convince
us that an increase in fares is necessary.

I remember talking to a Concessionaire some years
ago who asked for an increase. This is what, in effect,
he said: I will not say that I am not making some
money; but there is another company running on
a particular route doing less miles than me and he is
getting a larger fare than I am getting for a longer
mileage. Either put me up to him, or bring him to me.’
Those were his remarks to me. It did not appear ta
as though he was concerned with an increase in fares
as much as he was about what he considered to b=
an anomaly or unfair arrangement.

I am going to quote from paragraph 14 of the
Report at this stage because honourable members
will recall that ag soon as the Committee had sub-
mitted their Report, someone connected with the
buses or the Association wrote in the loeal Press
saying: we have as many buses as could cope with
the demands of the community, We have some 28
spare buses for which there is mothing to do.

Now paragraph 3 of the Report reads as fol-
lows:

‘“From our examination of the bus services in
general, we have formed the opinion, and in this
we are in agreement with the view expressed by the
Director, that there is considerable room for im
provement. The buses are too few and services nct
frequent enough. Better types of buses are required
providing greater comfort and accommodation for
passengers. It seems obvious that the ‘‘pirates’”
could not obtain the support they do were it not for
that fact that they are in some degree making good
certain inadequacies in the present services.’’
10.00 p.m.

In 1953 I pointed out that sufficient bus trans.
portation was not provided for people who were
travelling with their baskets of breadfruits, yams and
things of that sort, and in the sbsence of the pro-
vision of that type of transportation these peopie
were forced to seek other means to be transported.
The days of walking for a distance of 20 miles to
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and from Bridgetown are over; and the people must

have transportation if they are to carry on their busi-

ness. The Committee said this.’’

‘’At our request the Director has submitted a
memorandum giving his recommendations on the
improvements which should be made in the bus
services and this memorandum is attached as Appen-
di-. IT to this Report. Concessionaires have ac-
,owledged the inadequacy of certain services, but
have claimed, with some justification, that they have
been unable to carry out improvements owing to the
inadequacy of the fares. We recommend that it
should be made clear that improvements on the lines
indicated in Appendix IT will be expected to follow
an increase in fares.”’

In Appendix IT are set out certain improvements
having regard to bus fares being increased.

If you read the Advocate you will see that none
of that is mentioned ; all they emphasise and feature
day in and day out is that part of the Committee’s
recommendation for an increase in fares; their view is
that the Government should swallow the Report as the
Committee puts it up, and do not differ from anything.
Well, that does not happen even among children.
You will see that there has been much correspondence
between the Government and the Concessionaires;
we have done our best in trying to reach reasonabl-»
settlement and it is not to be felt that we were back-
ing down from our stand. It has been said that the
Government has begged the Concessionaires to carry
on, but we did not beg them to do anything.

The Concessionaires are imbued with the idea;
““This is my bus, I need not run it; I can put it
in the garage.’”’ But that is not so; this is a matter
of Qovernment transportation and the Government
has given it to the Concessionaires as agents to carry
it out. They are not to be in the position of holding
up the public at random in case they fail to agree to
any particular thing. That should be clearly known
to one and all. _

We have received many letters some of whieb
we read. I do not want to read them now at this
late hour because, before morning some of these Con-

cessionaires might see the wisdom of accepting the |

Government’s offer. What culminated in this fur-
ther period of ten days is that the Concessiqnaires
who wrote us saying that they would be ceasing to
operate after the 31st August but that they would
be willing to co-operate with the Government. No-
body knew what is their meaning of co-operation.
You co-operate in discussing something while the
Yuses are in the garages and the public is suffering.

The Government asked the bus owners whether
their co-operation meant that they would be willing
to continue operating for a period of thirty days
during which timle negotiations with a view to reach-
ing some agreement would be carried out. They
then replied stating that they would not agree to
thirty days but would carry on for ten days.

10.10 p.m.

Some of them have gone as far as saying that
we from a political point of view, are afraid of bring-
ing in legislation to control the operation of all thos3
improvised vehicles. I can say for myself, and 7
think I can say it for other members, of the Gov-
ernment that I have adopted the policy of doing
-what I can consider is right and in the interest of
the community and leave it to their judgment. Even
although they might not be quite pleased with you
at the time, in the course of time, they will see the
wisdom in what you did.

Many people were annoyed in 1937 over what
happened when the bus service was regulated and

—

concessions given to certain people, but after that
everything went on smoothly. Sir, we are not afraid
of anybody because we work conscientiously day
and night for the people.

We are convinced that it is right and in the
interest of the community that some control should
be exercised over the operation of these improvised
vehicles, therefore, we have brought down regulations
to provide the necessary control.

Sir, emphasis was laid on the question of in-
creasing bus fares and that Government should con-
trol the operation of these improvised vehicles. Gov-
ernment made it clear that it would control them
when it was satisfied that Concessionaires had suffi-
cient units to operate on their concession. Now this
is the point: even although this Resolution to approve
of these Regulations has been introduced, the Con-
cessionaires are still saying and pressing for an in-
crease in bus fares.

As can be seen, while the Government was trying
to keep the negotiations on a high level, everything
that was discussed behind closed doors appeared
from time to time in the Advocate newspaper. The
Government suggested giving them a 159 rebate on
petrol which works out to around $60,000 annually.
Can you imagine a reasonable people saying: ‘‘Well,
no, we are no accepting 15% rebate, we want 50%."’
That would work out to approximately $210,000.
In addition to that, they aie saying, if higher wages
are recommenrded by the Labour Commissioner for
their employees, ‘‘we also expect you to provide for
those higher wages.”” They are the people who want
the public to believe they are reasonable.

When it reached that stage, I think it is time
that the public should know something of what is
going on. Omne Concessionaire said that he was los-
ing $40.00 a day as a result of ‘‘pirate’’ buses.
At a meeting held at the office of the Director
of Highways and Transport, there were present
Messrs. T. O. Dowding, A. P. Jordan, P. Stewart,
K. Jones, Bus Concessionaires, and K Sandiford
Secretary of the Bus Owners’ Association. Mr.
Dowding led off the debate and among other things,
he said that when there was need for chartered
huses in excess of those held by Concessionaires,
‘“‘pirate’’ buses should be allowed to operate under
the control of Concessionaires.

He is one of the Concessionaires who suggested
that with the exception of the transportation or
workers to a particular place, ‘‘pirate’’ buses should
not be allowed to operate. I just quoted that to
show you how you have to follow and appreciate
what they say from time to time. They change in
what they say as often as chameleon lizards which
change in their colour to match the shade of the tree
on which they are climbing.

Mr. Dowding at that meeting went on to state
emphatically that the question of ‘‘pirate’’ buses
was even more important than that of increased
feres. That meeting took place on the 7th January,
1954. In other words, he was saying at the time that
if you only removed these ‘‘pirate’’ buses from the
various routes on which they operate, you need not
worrv about the increase in bus fares.

I go further, Mr. Speaker. When we were put-
ting through the Five-Year Plan, we increased the
price of gasolene by one cent per gallon. At thal
time, the point was raised on the floor of the Hou:e
that the Concessionaires had a case for an increase
in bus fares. We said that we were not increasing
bus fares. The increase then caused gasolene to
rise to 65 cents per gallon; it is now 63 cents per
gallon. T understand that something like 4,000,000
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gallons of gasolene are consumed annually by the
people in the bus industry. It can be seen that with
& decrease in the price by two cents per gallon tha:
that is a fairly substantial amount going back into
the pockets of the Concessionaires.

10.20 p.m.

At a later stage I may have to deal more fully
with this matter; but perhaps, I should leave them
off for the present.

Now, to get back to the Resolution. The Com-
mittee were convineced that some measure of control
should be exercised over the vehicles marked ‘‘lug-
gage vans.”’ Some hon. members would be surprised
to know that persons who own these passenger-carry-
ing vehicles have approached me stating that
competition has got too keen among themselves to-
day, and I can see it. You have only to look at the
Leeward group and you will see the truth of thai
statement. [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Every man still
gets a little pick for himself.] A man came to me and
t0ld me that he wanted to register a waggon; but
when he went to the Director of Highways and
Transport, the Director refused to register the wag
gon for carrying more than six passengers. I showed
him the law relating to the registration of vehicles
for public transportation. I showed him that under
the Taxicabs Act, he was not allowed to carry mo:ze
than six people. Well, he was very annoyed, but !
told him that at that stage I could do nothing to
help him; he would have to be satisfied with the
provisions of the Act.

Honourable members will appreciate that if yon
do not provide some check, the situation which
existed in the 1930’s will be on us very soon again

Now, Mr. Speaker, Regulation 3 of these regula-
‘tions states: ‘“‘These Regulations shall come into oper-
ation on such date as the Director may appoint by
notice published in the Official Gazette.”” And it is
stated very clearly in the Explanatory Note that
in no case are we prepared to remove or rather pro-
hibit these vehicles from carrying passengers and
their wares. This fact is stated in the Explanatory
Note as follows: ‘‘It is not intended to restriet the
transportation of hawkers carrying goods of a per-
ishable or fragile nature.”” With that safeguard
honourable members can willingly agree to the pass-
ing of this Resolution whigh in effect gives lega!
status to operation of these vehicles.

It is also proposed that each route will be dealt
with individually. In other words, when the Reg
ulations are proclaimed, the Director of Highways
and Transport will endeavour to issue permits to
all those persons who are now operating these vehicles
for carryving passengers. [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : No
can do! Don’t you believe it.] I should like to assur«
the honourable senior member for the City that the
Director of Highways and Transport or the Director
of any department under a Ministerial system has
got to carry out the policy of the Government which,
in the last analysis, is the policy of the House. I
want to assure him, that it can only be done when
we say it is to be done. [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : O.K
Sir!]

What is the use of a Ministry then? [Mr. E. D
MOTTLEY : That is the question] If you have a
Ministry for running the affairs of the country and
anybody can go behind a responsible Minister and
do as he likes, that Ministry is a farce. [Mr. E. D
MOTTLEY : So it is.]

Mr. Speaker, what T am saying is that the
. permit has got to be submitted to the Minister con-
cerned. The terms of the permit will be approved
by the Minister concerned, and the actual date of
the concession, or the withdrawal or revocation of the

~

permit will have to be decided by the Minister. [Mr
E. D. MOTTLEY: Power Power!] Of course, all
this will happen when the Minister is assured that
the Director is satisfied that the route is efficiently
and adequately served by the Concessionaires.
[VOICES: Hear! Hear!] I lay it down; and if you
do not believe it, that is a matter for you.

1 want to go further and say that we have the
interest of the community at heart at least as much
as you do. We are not interested in the Concession-
aires primarily as the Concessionaires; neither are
we interested in the owners of those other passenger
vehicles; our prime consideration is for the travel-
ling public. We want to see the travelling publie
provided with an up-to-date and first class transport
service.

[VOICES: Hear! Hear!.]

As I said just nmow, before these Regulations
come into force, we have got to be satisfied that the
Concessionaires have provided a sufficient number of
units to accommodate and facilitate the travelling
public. Mr. Speaker, in so far as the vehicles for
carrying hawkers are concerned, they will continue
to operate indefinitely. If the Concessionaires have
a million buses, this hawker service as carried out by
these small ‘‘luggage vans’’ will continue. [Mr. E. D.
MOTTLEY:: What service?] I am referring to tho
people who carry breadfruits ete. for sale. [Mr. E. D.
MOTTLEY': And where will they sit? Down on the
flocr?] If the honouracle member would read
the Regulations he would see this: Regulations
52A (1) ““No person shall use or keep for use a
motor vehicle having seating accommodation for any
number of persons unless he shall first obtain a per-
mit in writing from the Director in such form as
the Director may decide.”

‘What I am saying is that you will not be able to
fix up these seats in these vehicles without having
a permit; and the people who are using these impro-
vised vehicles for passenger transport ete., will have
to get permits when these regulations come into
force. That is what, in effect, we have said here i
these Regulations.

10.30 p.m.

T must say, Mr. Speaker, that Regulations such
as these are absolutely necessary. From my own
experience I agree that on some routes at some
periods the Concessionaires are at a disadvantage;
I have seen that for myself. I have seen impro-
vised lorries and passenger-carrying-vehicles with
four sticks nailed to the sides parked along the
bus stand and I have heard people from these
vehicles shouting: “Come here, he cannot leave
before six o’clock!” and things like that, and the
people leave the buses and get into these lorries.
That is not good enough. These motor buses have
got to conform to some standard laid dwn by the
Director of Highways and Transport; you cannot
carry a greater number of people than the number
specified, the buses must be inspected, your roof,
your everything must be in order.

As T have said, although you are properly fit-
ted for carrying passengers you still cannot carry
a larger number than that which is specified. It
does not make sense to impose such restrictions on
a bus and then any improvised vehicle can come
along and carry any number of passengers one may
like to carry. Therefore there should be some
legislation limiting the number of passengers which
any of these vehicles can earry. These Regulations
are for the purpose of controlling the operation of
hese vehicles. We are all glad to have these im-
provised vehicles to assist in carrying passengers

;and goods for people, because I must emphasize
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that the bus Concessionaires have failed to keep
abreast of the times.

Only last Saturday week a man from St. Philip
told me that a bus had taken up a load of passen-
gers and had left two loads. I know how pas-
sengers have to suffer. If somebody is going to
the head of Roebuck Street he has to go back to
Trafalgar Square from Lower Roebuck Street and
pay three cents for that, and then pay another
three cents to go up Roebueck Street. We are fully
conscious of that and we know' that removing these
vehicles which are so useful at the present time
would be doing a disservice to the community;
therefore we say that we are passing legislation to
control their activities.

If for example you have “pick-ups” running
on the Bush Hall route and the Concessionaire can
supply in six months or nine months time a suffi
cient numbler of buses to accommodate the passengers,
we would withdraw permits from these improvised
vehicles for carrying passengers. In 1953 we passed
the Bill to provide for third party insurance which
includes compensation to person who might receive
injuries while driving in buses. On the other hand
if you get injured in any of these improvised vehi-
cles you cannot get anything by way of compensa
tion because these vehicles are licensed as goods vehi-
cles and are not covered to include passengers.

I have spoken at length on this matter and 1
could go on to speak for four hours because we
are faced with a situation where the public is not
certain if it will have a transport system on Thurs-
day morning; and if it gets one, we are not certain
what type of service it will get. 1 want to assure
this House and the public that we have done every-
thing we possibly could in trying to reach a settle-
ment with the Concessionaires to continue the ser-
vice. The hon. senior member for the City raised
this question last Tuesday and he has given us quite
a lot of food for thought. He has revealed things
whieh I did not know concerning the bus owners.
10.40 p.m.

‘We have not acted on what the hon senior
member for the City has said. We have allowed
our offer to remain. The hon. member should
know a lot about it because the question or rates
of these companies goes before the Vestry; and as
he has also said, he is a personal friend of some
of the people in the industry. Along with that,
the bus owners are the people who deal in real
estate; therefore, when he says anything about
those people, you must pay attention to what he
says. As I have said, we have not acted on what
he said. In view of the fact that we made an offer
to them we are still willing to carry out our offer.

Perhaps I should say before I sit down that
T have been criticised by some people over what 1
had to say on the matter over the radio. Some
people said that I said very little; but that was in
view of the letter which we received on that Sun-
day about 2.30 o’clock from the Concessionaires.
-As T was made to understand, they were from 9
o’clock on that day at a certain gentleman’s home
bartering about the matter. Let me say that I
never said one single word of what I intended to
say over the radio as a result of that letter coming
at that late hour. I had intended to speak for
about 20 to 25 minutes but I refrained from doing
80 because I did not want to break off any nego-
tiations that could be made. So, Sir, even for that
I would like to apologise to the public. I had quite
a lot to say on that occasion, even something in reply
to the nonsense which Mr. Sandiford caused to be
published in the Advocate of that date. I there-
fore will make an appeal to the public here and

now that if in case there is a complete breakdown
and your transport facilities are not as good as they
are today, I want you, if you suffer any inconveni-
ence—

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not ad-
dressing the Chair.

Hon. M, E. COX: I said, sir, that if there is
any breakdown in the negotiations and the public
has to suffer a little inconvenience, I am appealing
to the public to bear it, always bearing in mind
that the Government is acting in what it considers
to be in the best interest of the community.

Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that this Resolutinn
do now pass.

Mrs. BOURNE: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. E. D, MOTTLEY : There seems to be some
doubt as to whether this Resolution approving these
Regulations should be seconded. Before going fur-
ther, I wish to say that I have a severe ecriticism
to offer and it is this: there is nothing at the minute
of greater importance to the populace of Barbados
than any matter dealing with buses and the trans-
port service. We came in here today at 3 o’clock and
I am wondering why the Hon. Leader of this House
has waited until after dinner it being now almost
11 o’clock, a time when members are already ex-
hausted, to let the Hon. Minister for Communications
deal with Regulations like these. You came in here
at 3 o’eolek and you go on until this time. Members
of the House are tired and the Reporters cannot do
Jjustice.

Any remarks or criticisms made cannot be
properly published bacause the Government per-
sists time and time again in dealing with matters of
paramount importance at this time of the night. It
is not fair to anybody other than to membesrs of the
Government and to say the least it is not fair to the
Reporters. However, I suppose because you are in
it you will have to stick it. If you sit until 3 o’clock
in the morning I will stay and deal with this matter.
I note that the Hon. Minister of Social Services is
absent from the Chamber, but I do not think he has
left out of diseourtesy.

Sir, when I spoke last week on the question of
the general transportation the matter was postponed.
On the last occasion when similar regulations such as
these came before this Legislature, if I recall cor-
rectly, I think I was at the spearhead in seeking to
get them thrown through the window; we were suc-
cessful then. I want to ask: What is the Govern-
ment’s attitude tonight on this matter? Why have
they taken the opportunity at this time to deal with
this matter?

First of all, let me say that there is no chance of
any hon. member being able to amend any of these
regulations; we must either pass them as they are
or we must reject them. No law gives us the right
to amend regulations. On policy it is my duty to
throw out regulations because since this Government
came into power, there was an occasion when we
criticised them on bringing in regulations when we
could not amend them and the Hon. Premier said that
he would bring down a Bill to give us the right to
amend regulations; but up to now, that has not been
done, therefore, I am not voting for any regulations
until that is done.

We have listened very intently to the Hon. Min-
ister of Communications and I would like to say that
1 am quite aware that he has a big job. I am quite
aware that this is the first crisis to face his Ministry
and the Government and it is no easy task to deal
with, especially with so virile and vigilant an oppo-
sition. He himself has got to be on the alert; and
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with the public so interested in the matter, I am sure
he must have had some sleepless nights trying to
think out what he should do in the matter.

¢ Now, the Hon. Minister bas given a review
of the entire situation leading up to the regulations.
He has also given a resume of some of the communi-
cations and discussions that lead up to the appoint-
ment of the Bus Fares Enquiry Committee and the
bringing in of these regulations. In short what he
has been telling us is that a Conservative Government
some years ago regularised the transport system of
this colony and it served well from some time in the
thirties up to within recent years where it is serving
the purpose but not as well as it should be. The
Hon. Minister repeated what I said last week; and
that is, that the public is not getting a proper ser-
vice. He has also told us that the Concessionaires
have been asking for increased bus fares and the
Government has taken a stand, and rightly so, and
told them that it is not giving any increase in
bus fares.

Well, the Government appointed a Committee
to enquire into the matter and the Committee made
certain recommendations. As I have said earlier this
afternoon, some peculiar things happen in one’s
political life time and I am going to say that the
article which appeared in the Sunday Advocate of
31st July, 1955 was one of the most dishonest state-
ments I have ever read. Let me say that at no time
the Chief Justice ever said, when he was deliberating
on cases between the Vestry and the bus Concession-
aires, that they were not making money. I am sure if
he were here somebody could be charged for con-
tempt of Court. That is just in passing.

10.50 p.m. )

The Hon. Minister of Communications has given,
us his review of the entire situation. The Conces+
sionaires want some more money, but we have point-
ed out that we are not satisfied with the service as
it is. I agree with him in that although he has not
made the following quite clear that is that although
the Committee actually made recommendations ior
an increase in fares, the recommendations say that
you have not increased bus fares since 1939. 1 think
he should see that there is some justification for
this.

In 1939 when you had to run a bus you got three
cents or four cents per passenger; today you arc
carrying 36 passengers. The distribution of wealth
has turned itself around into the hands of the popu-
lace not only in Barbados but all over the world
[laughter] Don’t laugh at that because you may be
laughing at your own folly. Consider the standard
of living of America or even of England. People
leaving here and going to England get £15 a week.
“This proves the truth of what I have said just now
that this is not confined to Barbados.

Let us come back now to Barbados. In 1939, 60
school children took the school certificate; today 600
are taking it. So that when a man transported so
many passengers in that day the numbers were un-
stable or uncertain. He went up for instance with
30 passengers and he might come down with none.

As I said before, you cannot prove that the
luggage vans have not been carrying passengers.
want honourable members to know where I stand in
this matter. I have not abandoned my faith in free
enterprise; if -there is one thing T hate it is that the
Government should run this transport system. There
is one thing T believe the public will know upon:
awakening tomorrow: if the Concessionaires should
say ‘‘we are going to stop we cannot make enough
money,”’ then the public will see that the people whao
would apply for the concessions will say that they

can do it. Do you think this public will be satisfied ?
They will say that each company has been doing
business and making money, They are not going to
go into this blindly. I am sorry for the small fish.
Some of these people do not realise what is happen-
ing. After you have consigned the people who apply
and you still give a 15% rebate, that is disnonest;
I regard it as collusion with the Concessionaires.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I do not want
to interrupt the honourable member; but I want to
object to those remarks. The forms are drawn up;
and included in the forms is the 15% which it is said
will be subjected to the approval of the Legislature.
The big proprietor and the little proprietor have
applied.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Speaker, I still holc
that it is political dishonesty and I prepare to prove
it. All the honourable member has to do is to prove
to me that it is honest. What I am saying is this:
lest anybody should think that I have any grudge
against anybody making money, I say that people
should use their brains to make money rather than
let the Government stand by and take more than
their one-third share of the profits in taxation.

Somebody said here today in the course of this
debate, that the Clerk may come in at 10 o’clock,
take off his jacket, eat his breakfast and go back at
11 o’clock; that is some people’s idea of what a
man’s work day should be. In Government’s opinion
it does not take brains to buy say something at 3
cents a pound and sell it at 4 cents a pound; but I
think it takes a lot of brain to do that and then pay
Government tax.

11.00 p.m.

I read in an article recently “we like compe-
tition”; but as soon as competition comes at your
door you do not like it. I sayi this: any man who
expects to run a business in these days and pull
all the money out of it and allow the business to
remain as it was 20 years ago, he deserves to face
competition which will throw him out of business.
You could not do that in any part of the world;
if the Hon. Leader of the Opposition had kept his
business as it was in 1920 the people next door
would carry away the business. You have to im-
prove your business; the bus Conecessionaires have
not improved their business and they have assisted
the “pirate” buses to come in,

The Hon. Premier would say that I am talk-
ing nonsense; but you cannot get anybody conviet-
ed under these regulations. You must not do this
sort of thing today; let us get away from Nazism,
I say bring down something when the time comes
saying that if people are running these buses they
must run them in such a way that the safety of
the public will be ensured; but do not come down
with these Regulations. Does the Hon. Minister
realise that these Regulations destroy his argu-
ments? You ean give a permit to fix seats; you
can give a permit to do a lot of things, you ean
give a permit to go to “Jenkins”! [laughter].

This is only a sop; you say that you cannot
give the bus Concessionaires inereased fares but you
are only giving them a rebate on the gasolene they
use. Well, as soon as you do that you admit that
there is an insufficient service. If a person is run-
ning buses and he wants to improve his business,
do you take the taxpayers’ money and give him?
Why are you taking the taxpayers’ money and giving
it to these bus Concessionaires? That is not the right
thing to do; if the books have shown a loss well
then vou ecan increase bus fares; but you have not
got the eourage to do that.

It is said that the books show a loss but they
do not believe it; and obviously they will not in

e
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crease the bus fares; but they say: “I will give
you a rebate on the gasolene, because you have to
improve your services and bring in new buses.” I
repeat it is nonsense to offer any rebate of 15%;
that is my view. If a man is making money and
he is buying properties why do you want to give
him increased bus fares?

This is the strongest point against the Gov-
ernment in these Regulations. The first Regulation
says:

“No person shall use or keep for use a motor
vehicle having seating accommodation for any num-
ber of persons unless she shall first obtain a permit
in writing from the Director in such form as the
Director may decide.”

I say that there is no haste.
sop to the Concessionaires.
Regulations says:—

“A permit shall be carried on the motor vehicle
in respect of which it is issued and shall be pro-
duced to any member of the Police Foree on request
or to any person authorised by the Director.”

I say when the time comes and it is necessary
to bring down legislation saying that you must run
these vehicles for the saftey of the public, then do
50. I see that Mr. Tudor has put new buses on the
road; there is no interference with the established
routes.

11.10 p.m.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 partiecularly said that
these regulations were brought in now so as to act
as a deterrent to those people who would be in-
clined to invest money in the buying of more of
these vehicles.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Let me say that all the
regulations you may pass cannot be any deterrent
to & man who wants to do something to feed his
wife and children. You cannot get away from the
fact that they are serving a useful purpose. The
Hon. Minister has said that these regulations are
brought in to act as a deterrent. Let me say that
the only thing that prevented bus Concessionaires
from forelng the hands of Government is these
pick-ups. It is a fact that if bus Concessionajres had
stopped their services these pick-ups would have
turned around so quickly that Concessionaires would
not know what they were doing. [A VOICE: It
is not that; it is the Emergency Powers.] What
Emergency Powers are you talking about? Do you
think that stopped them?

I believe in being practical. What, Sir, is the
use of bringing in these regulations now when the
Hon. Minister has admitted that they are doing a
good job. The Hon. Minister also said that the
Concessionaires said: “we are losing money, as
muech as $40 a day by these pickups.” Is that not
an indication of what Concessionaires were making
when there were no pickups? I pointed out to you
last week that whenever there was a collision be-
tween a bus and some other motor vehicle, and the
matter was taken before the Court, the bus Con-
cessionaire would go into Court and swear: I am
a2 bus Concessionaire; I make $40 a day on that
bus.” Go and read the evidence and you will see
that.

You come in here today and you are asking
us to agree to this Resolution. Tt looks to me as
indecent haste. Do not be a laughing-stock for
the people. I have taken the stand that you are
right in your action. I think you are right; and
if you are right, you are right, and I am with you.
I have said before that I represent the City, but I
think we who represent the City should act as
ambassadors although the only time when people in
the City want to use a bus is at an excursion; and

This is only a
Paragraph 3 of these

if they cannot get buses they can use motor lorries.

Be that as it may, I still maintain that I do
not think that the Comncessionaires have been giv-
ing the people a fair break. I predict that when the
names of the applicants for concessions are published
and the public sees the businessmen who are among
them the public is going to be surprised.

I counsel hon, members of this Chamber to
forget this Resolution. It is not fair to brmg this
in at this time; mever mind the suspension clause
that is in it. It you are in for a fight, you are in
for it. You have made an appeal to the public
and if you come to a deadlock and the people
have to suffer for a few days you should still do
it in the right way.

I think, Mr. Speaker, this is wrong. Why
should this Chamber say: “Pass these regulations
and put a suspending clause in it, so as to put the
entire power into the hands of the Director of
Highways and Transport.” We should not allow
that. There are some things on which we must
take our stand like the fingers on our hands,

I am saying that Government is acting right
in this matter in respect of bus fares. Look and se:
that despite the organised efforts of the Concession-
aires they cannot use the Opposition in this House
against Government in this matter.

You have here as your regulation the follow-
ln()’ E—

“52A. (1) No person shall use or keep for use
a motor vehicle having seating accommodation for
any number of persons unless he shall first obtain
a permit in writing from the Director in such form
as the Director may decide.

(2) A permit may be granted by the
Director for such period and on such terms and
conditions as he may see fit and may be revoked
at any time,

(3) A permit shall be carried on the motor
vehicle in respect of which it is issued and shall
be produced to any member of the Police Force on
request or to any person authorized by the Director.

(4) Any person using or keeping for use any
motor vehicle in respect of which a permit has been
issued by the Director under this regulation who
fails to comply with any of the terms or conditions
of the permit shall be guilty of an offence.

(5) For the purposes of paragraph (1) of this
regulation ‘‘seating aecommodation’’ means any
contrivance (whether or not attached to the vehicle
or any part of the vehicle and whether provided by
the owner or any other person) capable of being
used for seating one or more persons, but shall not
include accommodation for the driver of the vehicle
or any person sitting beside the driver.”’

11.20 p.m.

The policy is the Government’s. You know what
that quotation means, Regulation 52A (1) says ‘“No
person shall use or keep for use a motor vehicle.”’
The Hon. Minister of Communications says that even
when we have approved these amended regulations
we are still going to allow vehicles for the purpose
pf carrying trays ete. I am still a Barbadian; but
explain to me. Do you mean that the hawkers will
be travelling from St. Andrew to Bridgetown and
vice versa in the bus with her tray in the pickup?

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of explanation,
Mr. Speaker. The persons who bring in breadfruits,
potatoes, yams ete., by way of pick-ups will continue
to do so even though the Concessionaires supply new
buses.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : How can that be when
these regulations are in force?
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Hon. M. E. COX: Again, Mr. Speaker, I want

to explain to the honourable member. I said that the
Director of Transport would supply the permit.
. Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: 1 want to know, Mr.
Speaker, if the Hon. Minister thinks that I am
getting dotish. Let us imagine coming to town from
St. Andrew. Mr. Speaker, you are still a Barbadian,
‘What happens in the Eagle Hall Market and those
other places? Three-quarters of those people are
the ones with trays; therefore, leave them alone, he
says; because the buses will never be able to accom-
modate them. If that is so, Mr. Speaker, why intro-
duce this amendment?$

Now I am granting him this: if he says the
hawkers must go to the City because they are doing
a service to the people of the City ete., and if they
must run passenger vehicles of some sort that would
accommodate them but that they must be regulated,
that is all well and good; but if you allow them to
run you should not grant 15% rebate. What the
Ministers have said about the bus Concessionaires,
the same thing be said about the luggage van pro
prietors; that is, that you have asked us to bring in
this and now you have done nothing.

The Government knew that these irregularities
in the public transport service were going on for a
iong time and they should have advertised for Con-
cessionaires a long time ago. They make concessions
for a period of about ten years. What difference
does it make? The present Concessionaires had their
concessions for a long time. What difference has it
made? Have the conditions of service improved?

Let us go to the next paragraph of Regulation
52A:

‘‘A permit may be granted by the Director for
such period and on such terms and conditions as
“e may see fit and may be revoked at any time.”’

The hon. senior member for St. Luey used to be
a member of the Highways & Transport and he can
support me in this. When I was fighting this matter
out with them I told them: You are doing wrong.”’
When you refuse to give people a permit to my mind,
they understand that you are not to do things as you
like, ..
Paragraph 3 of the Regulations reads: ‘A per-
mit shall be carried on the motor vehicle in respect
of which it is issued and shall be produced to any
member of the Police Force on request or to any
person authorisd by the Diretor.”’

Paragraph 4 states: ‘‘ Any person using or keep-
ing for use any motor vehicle in respect of which

a permit has been issued by the Director under this

regulation who fails to comply with any of the terms
or conditions of the permit shall be guilty of an
offence.’’

Mr. Speaker, I want the Hon. Minister to study
these Regulations carefully. Acecording to the Hon.
Minister’s argument, whoever has got a permit is
within the Lhaw. Charlie Brown has got a permit too,
but his vehicle is only allowed to carry six people and
if he should miss and put in six and a half, the
Police will see him before the other half gets in. What
happens in the case of the Colony Club? They have
one of those vehicles. Charlie Taylor hag one. They
do not run and take up hawkers. They can say:.”” W~
are only taking passengers from the Club.’’ Never-
theless, the seats are there. Having regard to this,
lare you going to do something for me to come in
here and raise a riot? Are you saying that some
of these waggons come down specially, or are you
saving that these Regulations are being passed that
only one type of people mav buy pick-ups? Are you
“oing this for the Colony Club and the Marine alone
to be able to work? To Hotel Royal and B.W.I.A.

there are a number of people who do not always want
to be in a car; so they resort to a waggon.

I quote paragraph 4 of these Regulations again:
““ Any person using or keeping for use any motor
vehicle in respect of which a permit has beew issued
by the Director under this regulation who fails to
comply with any of the terms or conditions of the
permit shall be guilty of an offence.’’

Paragraph 5:

‘““For the purpose of paragraph (1) of this reg-
ulation ‘‘seating accommodation’> means any cor
trivance................ ”

Well, we all know what that means. The para-
graph continues: ‘‘whether or not attached to the
vehicle or any part of the vehicle and whether pro-
vided by the owner or any other person)’’

How many make-shift buses have we got in the
island? Can the Hon. Minister of Communications
tell me that? [Hon. M. B. COX: No.]Well let him
tell me that next time he comes into this House.
11.30 p.m.

This offer of 15% rebate is wrong; you are
taking people’s money and giving it away. As to
these Regulations, the Hon. Minister of Communi-
cations has admitted that you have not got an
efficient service; he has got to admit that. Anybody
who went away, can tell you within 15 minutes that
we have mot got an efficient service.

Within recent weeks I have been going around
some of these routes at night; 1 say that necessity
is the mother of invention still; T say that not one
of these improvised buses or pick-ups could have
thriven if an adequate number of buses had been
provided ; but you have the Concessionaires waiting
to threaten the Government.

You call these improvised wvehicles ‘‘pirate’’
buses but I do not know where they got that name
from. People who came back from Aruba and other
places and having a little money realised that they
would eat it out if they did not do something with
the money, and so they bought pick-ups and ran
them about the country.

I say this: if you have an efficient bus service,
if you were putting back something in the business
do you think that we would have these ‘‘pirate’
kuses? Mr. Speaker; do you think that some of the
people you see packed up in these ‘‘pirate’” buses
would get in them if we had an adequate number
of buses? I think it was the hon. junior member for
St. Joseph who said that he has seen school children
left erying on the road because the buses could not
accommodate them.

I am appealing to this Hon. Chamber tonight,
and I put it straight to the Hon. Minister, that if
he admits that the bus Concessionaires have failed
to serve the people, we are on the eve of a breal
down. I tell you I know that influential people havc
applied for the concessions, and there will be a lot
of rats serambling in holes [Laughter] It is not that
the pick-ups run only on the straight road; and 1
say that whenever you are reorganising your service
the new concessionaires have to provide a proper ser
vice for feeder routes.

You have a service to Speightstown on the
straight route but what about people up Holder’s
H:l and so on? You have to re-organise your ser
vice; and I sincerely hope that you will not grant
concessions just as they are today. Take the Black
Rock route; when you had that route you did nof
bave people living in the Belfield area. That is
where the pick-ups thrive.

The Minister has said that he will see what is to
be done; but they have failed and they are on the
eve of a break-down in their negotiations. I do not

(%3
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know where they are but they will see that the public
will travel and get to work on Thursday. If there
is no fear as the Minister would say, if he iy going
to say that there are certain snags which are to be
put right, that everything will be all right and you
have an up-to-date service, that instead of having 16
buses on a particular route you will have more buses
and more frequency in the service, well it is only
when that is so that you will take off ‘‘pirate’’ buses.

If you have Ministerial Status and so on, what
is the use of bringing in these Regulations? What is
the use of the Minister’s argument that the Conces-
sionaires have failed? He admits that these pick-ups
are doing a good service, that we cannos afford to do
without them; but says the Minister, in the interesi
of appeasing the bus Concessionaires—Well he did
not say so in those words.

11.40 p.m.

Let us take as an instance Speightstown, Blades
Hill and Balls Corner. Can you imagine Messrs
Dowding Estates Limited or Mr. A. P. Jordan tak-
ing up some of the mohey which they get otherwise
and putting new bluses on their routes between now
and the end of the year? Can you imagine that
they will be putting lovely buses on the routes? The
Hon. Minister of Communications said that he is not
calling upon them to provide buses for carrying
parcels. He knows very well that you must cut your
cloth to suit your person. You ought to know that
you have buses in which you can carry parecels on
the shelves. Do you know that the time has coms
when you must think of a better type of bus to suit
the travelling public here?

Human nature is human nature all over the
world. Do you think that 18 people will sit choked
up in a pickup if they know that they can sit com
fortably in a bus; and know that even if they lost
one bus another bus would be coming in the next
half hour in which they could travel in comfort?
Much as T agree with the Government I am going fo
hammer and hammer to the end these points in order
to show the general public that when concessionaires
have admitted that their books have shown a loss,
that they never showed what their takings were; they
have shown us all the other things exeept that.

Sir, T am wondering whether the Hon. Minister
of Communications realises by now that he should
aecept a postponement of this Resolution. The Hon.
Minister tells us that he is doing everything. Why
not postpone this for six months? [Hon. M. E. COX.

It appears as if you do not believe me.] I do believe

you, but do not fool yourself. Let me tell you that
not one move is made in this matter. I can antici-

pate the next move they are going to make and if -

wou keep your ears to the ground, you are bound
to know it. It is very rarely that I am with you
but I am with you on the stand which you are taking
The Opposition eannot but face the facts and say
that you are right. I do not believe there is one
hon. member who can say that you have done wrong
by deciding not to increase bus fares.

However, you have brought down this Resolution
10 approve this Regulation at this time and T cannot
see any reason for your doing so. It is true that it
tarries a suspension clause which means that it may
take effect six months from now or may. be a year.
You are saying and have assured us that it will not
come into operation until you have an efficient bus
service, Why then should there be any fear in your
mind? There should be no fear if you are assured
of your position. Are you men or mice? Are you
assured of your position of running the Government
or are you not sure?

1 am saying that you should unot bring in any-
thing at all to control these pickups. Face the true

position as men and not mice. You have no right
to bring this Resolution in and say that you have
brought it in so that it will serve as a deterrent to
those who might want to go and invest money in a
pickup. Do not fool yourself that any of the people
buying pickups are buying them to show off; they
are buying them to assist them in feeding their
family. They are either doing that or selling their
houses or mortgaging their land to get money to
go to England to work for money to feed their family.

I hope the Hon. Minister of Communications
appreciates by now that this Resolution is not neces-
sary at this stage. The passing of this Resolution
will not act a a deterrent because you have stated
that you are not allowing them to carry passengers
in competition with buses, but you are allowing them
to earry passengers with luggage. Let me ask you
this: Ask anybody if the regular buses now from
Sugar Hill do not bring in at the 5 o'clock and 6
o’clock trips in the morning only passengers who have
trays? If they do not come with them they would
bring in nobody. It is a fact that the first trips by
buses which come from the country between 5 and
6 o’clock or 6.30 in the morning bring in only passen-
gers who have trays.

11.50 p.m.

_ Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that the further con-
sideration of this Resolution be postponed. As a
matter of fact, I am going to say this finally: forget-
ling the argument which I have used, let us only see
it this way: you are still negotiating although tomoxr-
row is the dead-letter day. We of the Opposition can
aggravate the situation as much as we please but
nothing should be done by Government. With all the
communications that you have in hand tonight, to-
morrow morning you are going to see a lot of rats
serambling for the concessions.

If the Hon. Minister of Communications were at
these discussions he would see all kinds of heart

failurfz. The first is angina and the second sign is
aneurism. ‘‘I do not believe you are not making
money,’’ says the Government, ‘“‘but I will give you

15% as a rebate on gasolene;’’ that is a sign of
weakness.

1 beg to move that these Regulations be not
agreed to. If you have a view, learn to stick to it.
I believe, Mr. Speaker, that T have done my duty in
the matter now before us. I do feel that in a matter
of this sort we, as an Opposition, have got to face the
facts and let the public see where we stand. There-
fore, once again I beg to move that these Regulations
he not agreed to.

' .Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, when there is a
Cr1s18—

Mr. SPEAKER:

that motion?

Mr. ALLDER: Yes, Mr. Speaker. As I was
saying just now, when there is a crisis the weapon of
responsibility is better than the weapon of force.
The Government has put itself in a very invidious
position because whatever decision it reaches
a large section of the public will be vexed. I say that
becanse T am of the opinion that every member of the
(Government feels that an inerease in bus fares should
not ‘be carried out. ,

I have been forced to the feeling that Govern-
ment is playing more politics on this issue than is
generally to be acknowledged. I feel that with the
rower and influence which the Government has it
could have done without playing politics, and led
the people in the way, the right and honest nath
where they should be led.

Mr. Speaker, when these Regulations first came
into foree in 1950, I was one of those members who,

Is the hon. member seconding
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to use the words of the honourable senior member
for the City, threw them through the window. I feel
that the arguments used then are just as right today
as they were when we first discussed these Regula-
tions. I deduced that from the speech of the hon.
senior member for the City.

I hope that honourable members will follow my
argument closely and will also observe that I will
not base my speech on any past litigation which
might have taken place between them in this island,
or of any prejudice which one is capable of having
because somebody spends his money in acquiring
2 house or even a plantation. Government’s posi-
tion should not be based on what a person seemingly
has heard, because there are no facts to prove the
source from which the income is derived.

12.01 am.

Therefore T have come to the conclusion after
listening to the previous speeches both by the Hon.
Minister of Communications and the honourable
senior member for the City, that we have wasted a
lot of time in introducing argument which should
not have been introduced on this matter.

I want to make it clear now that whatever the
Government does in this issue I am willing to abide
with ; if the Government feels that the Concessionaires
should be given permission to increase their rates, L
agree with the Government, if the Government says
that the public cannot bear any further imposition
on their income and therefore we will subsidise the
Concessionaires directly out of the Treasury, I will
also abide by that ; because I feel that the Govermment
should realise its strength and influence and do what
it should do even if it is criticised in the end, as
has happened in the past, when the Government came
around to the realisation that the Government is right
in what it might have done.

This is the first time that we have geen a Seleat
Committee of this sort appointed by the Government
go into matters and report their findings to the
House; and the Government has partly disregarded
the findings of the Committee comprised of eminent
men as its members. The only occasion on which I can
remember that Government has turned down a
majority report was in connection with the selection
of a site for the Fire Station. The House did not
accept the findings of the majority of that Firel
Committee, but accepted the minority Report.

These ‘‘pickups’’ not only find a reasonable
means of employment for quite a number of people
who would otherwise have been unemployed, but
they also help to maintain quite a few families in
this island. That is from the point of view of owner-
ship ; but the running of these vehicles has consider-
ably facilitated the trade of hucksters, pedlars and
_ tradesmen who have to travel from all remote cor-
ners of the island to come to Bridgetown in order to
pursue their daily employment. Whatever you do
in the interest of the general public at large, you must
permit these “‘pickups’’ to continue running.

I have read of the transport services in London
and New York and other places in the West Indies;
[ have also been told that in other colonies althougn
the Government controls the bus services, yet the
taxis and other vehicles do a great trade because
they offer greater convenience to the public at times
than the regular transport service.

Like the hon. senior member for the City I too,
Mr. Speaker, would appeal to the Hon. Minister of
Coramunications not to force these Regulations
through this Chamber on account of the fact that
a large section of the public, (even although the Hon.
Minister might feel that this is a most popular
method) would be dissatisfied if he were to force the

withdrawal of such buses from the road. As I have
gaid earlier, whatever the decision might be, the
Government will find that it is unpopular with a
fairly large section of the public.

Sir, I too feel that if the Government did not
feel it is necessary to grant this rebate of 15% on
the gasolene, the Government would not have made
this promise to the Concessionaires; therefore I am
forced to the conclusion that the Government has
truly been impressed by the Committee’s Report.
12.10 a.m.

The Government seems to have been cornered
by two decisions: (1) whether to pass on to the
public the increase which is asked for in aecordanes
with the report of half cent per section of the route,
and (2) whether the Public Treasury should bear it.
In my humble opinion, I would not have offered
them 15% rebate on petrol which according to the
Hon. Minister would come to $60,000 per annum.
It shows a definite weakness and uncertainty on the
part of the Government when they agree to give this
15% rebate; and it is not sufficient excuse to say
that you offered them that rebate because they have
tc add new units to their concerns.

You are, iny my opinion, capitalising their indus-
try on the one hand, and on the other hand aecord
ing to the remarks of the Hon. Minister of Com-
munications, they have been making a lot of money
and have bought many buildings and plantations.
That is confusing. If that is the opinion of the Hon.
Minister, that is, the profits they receive from the
bus industry have afforded them the opportunity to
buy additional dwellings and plantations, then 1
cannot agree with the Hon. Minister agreeing to
this 15% rebate to capitalise their industry. It is
weakness and I hope the whole thing will be recon-
sidered and that justice will be done regardless of
who gets vexed.

You have expressed the opinion that bus owners
are making a profit and if that is your opinion, are
you going to satisfy them to a greater degree by
penalising ‘‘pirate’” bus owners by driving them out
of employment? When you do that, you are increas-
ing the suffering to their relatives and dependents.
You are increasing the misery on one hand, and
agsisting others who are getting by alright on thr
other hand. According to the expression of the
Minister you are assisting them to become more
affluent and to acquire more properties,

Mr. Speaker, if Government did honestly decide
that bus fares should be increased, in my humble
opinion, (I am not taking the populace side at ail
nor am I arguing over the increase) 1 feel Govern-
ment is equally as wrong for carrying out their
promise of a 15% rebate to the Concessionaires (even
although they might have intended that i¢ should
be taken directly from the Treasury) as when they
increased the postal rates, water rates, electrical ii:-
spection fees, customs duties generally (for the ad-
dition of C.I.F. cost) chauffeurs’ and conductors’
licences, increased duties on gasolene, cigarettes,
rum, inereased charges for the issuance of passports
and affidavits, entertainment taxes, increased rent
of Government property at the Bay Land, the Pine
Estate, Deacons Road, Belfield, the Garrison and
elsewhere; and also the intention which Government
manifested by bringing to this honourable Chamber
1egislation to carry out an increase in the hawkers’
licences by 100% but which some of us who are fre:
in here were successful in causing the Hon. Minister
of Trade to withdraw. There was also the threat
to increase school fees and to charge for dressings
at the Casualty Department of the General Hospitai
and also legislation which is at present in the Seleet
Committee stage to inerease Liquor Licence Fees and
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your Club hcences which although the proprietors
and business managers will be paying it, when it
boils down it will be passed on to the consumers
and the general buying public.

I am sorry that the honourable senior member
for the City is not in his place now that I am about
to review this matter, because I do not like to make
statements of anyone behind his back; but I must
say that it is the first time since he came into this
Chamber that he openly opposed private enter-
prise.

12.20 a.m.

I should like the honourable member to see the
pros and cons of this matter. Now, it is a faet that
those buses are owned at present by a majority of
coloured people, most of whom have started from
humble origin; rather a motor truck with a top, a
single unit bus until they were increased in number.
I am told that it is only one of these bus Conces
sionaires who can be considered as a person of
different pigmentation. Henee, I am appealing to
honourable members of the Government’s bench to
pay attention to all the arguments, for the simple
reason that they may do harm to a group of persons
who should not be hurt, even though you do not give
them the permission which they may desire.

I have heard the Hon. Minister say both in
his speech today and last Tuesday that there is a
group of persons, financially sound and commercially
knowledgeable who will be willing to apply for the
concessions. I am addressing myself now specially
to the Minister of Communications when I say this:
have your battles with the present Conecessionaires;
if you win you win. If you see reason to com-
promise, compromise; but whatever happens give
them first preference in considering the re-issuing
of such coneessions.

The public suffered worse in the past when in-
ternationally, conditions made it difficult for them
to run their vehicles. Naturally, there is a lot of
money around Bridgetown in the hands of people:
and we know that there are many of us who believe
in monopolising every possible avenue of money-
making in this island. There are some people who
monopolise the Sugar Industry, the Banking econ-
cerns, the Insurance concerns, and mnaturally bus
concessions are in the opnnion of some of them, a
luerative business,

Whether it is so or not it is felt so; and naturally
you will get attempts to force the Government to
do undue harm to people who have served the public
fairly well during trying times because they want
the opportunity for themselves. Some of us would
add more confusion to the already existing confu-
gion in the hope that in the inierval they would
come out on top; therefore I repeat that regardless
of all political differences of opinion, I am asking
the Government that whatever happens in the re-
issuing of these concessions not to refrain from con-
sidering the applications of the present concession-
aires, unless it has been made absolutely difficult
for Government to reach an agreement with them.

Now, why I say that I do not like this one-sided
approach to this question is due to my observations
of the position in recent years. 1 should like to ask
those honourable members who stood and opposad
the recommendations for increased fares, not to
carry up land values. At least, they are up already.
If you are going to say one thing say the other;
they are all bound up in the cost of living.

T have heard the argument in here to the effect
that land should bring whatever price the purchaser
is willing to pay. Absolute freedom or lack of con-
trol of the price of land can do more harm than
if you permitted the bus Concessionaires to

carry up their fares. But even if that were per-
mitted, i could not do comparatively speaking, one

2y cent of the harm that the indiscriminate land
valuers are doing.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the honourable mem-
Ler is getting far beyond the regulations.

Mr. ALLDER: 1 know that, sir. I shall try
to keep within the regulations. The Eleetrie Cor-
poration is charging a great deal now for months.
There are some househoiders who pay more for elee-
tricity than what others pay in their business places.
The Telephone Company too—

Mr. SPEAKER: What
nember aiming at?

Mr. ALLDER: I am endeavouring to make
some comparison, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think I can permit
the honourable member to do that. He is straying
beyond the Regulations.

Mr. ALLDER: However, I was just observing
that Telephone rates, the cinema and other services
owned and controlled by private enterprise have
been carried up and you have not heard a howl;
nothing was said of it.

I am pleading no special case because I know
that a member’s speech can be twisted and he can be
asked to pay for being honest on an issue. But I
make my speech in a general way in order to assisi
the Government in adopting a more deeisive policy
in respect of the request of the bus Concessionaires.
12.30 a.m.

If you feel that they do not deserve permission
t¢ increase their fares, well say so; if you feel that
they can continue to run at all then say so, and do
not give them any rebate on the gasolene; because
I feel that they should not get it. That is purely
assisting them in capitalising their industry, which
is wrong; especially when they have been able to
purchase plantations and houses out of those profits.
If they deserve an increase I do mot think it should
come directly from the Treasury.

If you give them this lumpsum of $60,000 the
possibilities are that it might be more when you
sum up at the end of the financial year. The Hon.
Premier has said on oeccasions that every cent of
the people’s money has to be watched because of the
composition of the Government; certainly the Gov-
ernment could find a more beneficial means of spend-
ing this $60,000. While the Concessionaires are
pooh-poohing that amount, it is quite a tidy sum be-
cause they were running all the time without it.

I feel that that is very shortsighted because they
made a request for an increase in 1953 they have been
running up to today and none of them have gone
into liquidation. Their units are not very bad be-
cause they have kept them in running order; they
have continued running their units and-the Govern-
ment has now offered them $60,000 in rebate on the
gasolene. While it is true that the public may not
be able to pay increased fares, it may be something
unpopular. This is purely a political matter and
sometimes you have to do things which do not ap-
pear to be so good to the public but in the long run
it does them a lot of good.

When the increased entertainment tax was first
introduced, a lot of comments were indulged in, but
nowadays everybody pays the tax without realising
that he is paying it. When the water rates were
first carried up a lot of comments were similarly
heard. You go all down the line and you will find
that the public accepts whatever inereases have been
imposed upon them. I sympathise with those parents
who live in the remote parishes of thig island and
who have to send one or two children to Bridgetown

is the honourable
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by bus. I certainly sympathise with those parents;
I heard the Minister of Transport make a Report
about that. The alternative to those parents being
forced to pull their pockets to send these children by
bus, is to carry the schools which are needed to the
children and that has been stressed on several occa-
sions in this Chamber. In the country districts
where the people would get easier access than they
now get to the schools of their choice, those schools
are situated in the City of Bridgetown.

As to the Appendix of the Report of the Com-
mittee, I would suggest to the Hon. Minister that in
regulating the fares for the various sections it would
be easier even if you permit increases on the shorter
routes, to reduce the cost of the longer routes and
stabilize them in their present position. I want to be
practical; but I know it is extremely hard on a child
who has to come from Pie Corner daily to school, or
on workers who have to leave town every day, to
pay 32 cents. What I hope to see is a reduction of
that 32 cents, even if you have to regain what is lost
by increasing the fares on the shorter routes.

To travel to Hastings Rocks cost you four cents
I think it is, but the people who travel to Hastings
Rocks can pay four cents. The taxis charge five or
six shillings, and if you have to pay six cents to
go up there from Bridgeown, I do not see that there
is anything wrong in that. But as regards the person
who has to travel from a long route to Bridgetown
on numerous occasions a week they would have to
do so by bus; therefore I say give him a reduction
and put the inerease on the shorter route. The man
who has a job in Bridgetown would find it difficult
to pay the fare which is charged for the long distance
because it represents a great percentage of his daily
earnings. Let the people who live in Fontabelle vay
4 eents instead of 3 cents.

12.40 a.m.

Let the people in the Bank Hall districts pay
5 cents, or 6 cents, if necessary; it would not hurt a
great deal. I know that in the parish which I re-
present, there are many youngsters who work in town
and have to pay bus fare up and down every morn-
ing and evening. I know of a certain family who has
three daughters working in town for as low as $6 a
week and they have to pay bus fare from College
Savannah to Bridgetown and back every working
day. You can therefore imagine what a hole bus farc
makes in their earnings.

I am hoping that the Hon. Minister of Com-
munications will take the suggestions which I have
put forward into consideration, and if he considers
them worthwhile he can make use of them. Person-
ally, I think the Committee which you appointed to
enquire into bus fares was not of the best kind; its
personnel did not know much of the travelling pub-
lic nor did they know much, of the routes of the Con-
cessionaires. Obviously, the tendency of that Com-
mittee would be to sympathise with the investors of
capital. It is my humble opinion that that Committse
did not go into this matter thoroughly and its find-
ings, in my humble opinion, are incomplete, It is my
opinion that a Committee of this sort should have
members on it more representative in nature of all
sections of the public. Having a Committee like
that, when do you expeect it to do but to decide in
very brief statements that an increase in bus fares
is necessary? I think that there was a Mr. Talbot
on that Committee. What does he know of the
people living in Bank Hall; how often they come
to Bridgetown and what is an average of their weekly
or daily earnings? You should have on that Commit-
tee people who would be able to decide on things

of that sort, particularly when everybody is influ-
enced by their general Statement 'that because
Lus fares were not increased since 1939, therefore,
there should be an increase. That is a statement
which has influenced very many people into believ-
ing that there should be an increase in bus fares. 1
think a mixture of people from all walks in life
should have been on that Committee.

As I have said, whatever Government decides so
far as these bus fares are concerned I am willing to
agree to. If yow agree to increase them or not to
increase them, I agree with you. To finalise my
speech, I must repeat that whatever happens, first
preference should be given to the existing conces-
sionaires if they so desire, when you have to issue such
concessions in the future. I am warning you not to
play into the hand of any small groups, who are just
standing by with their money and means to take
over these concessions, thereby, causing you to do an
undue wrong to a section of people who have served
the public even although they may not have served
them as well as was expected of them during the
trying days of the last war when shortages affected
every possible avenue of human existence.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, it will hardly
be necessary for me to speak this morning at any
great length on this subject; because as recently as
last week, I made my position perfectly clear on it,
but it is only because we have actually before us now,
the regulations which I have been fearing and which
1 have been notified have been pending, that I am
speaking directly on that subject and not on any
closely allied subject.

T take it that these regulations were introduced
last Tuesday in consequence of the Statement made
by the Hon. Minister in question, the hon. senior
member for St. Michael on the 26th day of July,
of this year in this Chamber, wherein it was stated
that the Government intended to introduce in the
very near future legislation to prohibit the econvey-
ance of passengers in vehicles, other than in taxis,
private cars and in omnibuses operating under a
coneessionaire agreement.

You will recall, Mr. Speaker, that in that state-
ment the Government repeated its assurance re-
cently given in this House and in the Press that
“‘pirate’” buses will ‘be removed when in the opinion
of the Director of Transport, the Concessionaires
would have supplied an adequate number of buses to
accommodate the public. In the subsequent para-
graph of that Statement the Hon, Minister concluded
by stating that under the proposed legislation, it
will be permissible for vehicles which may be con-
cerned with the transportation of hawkers and their
wares to operate under a permit granted by the
Director of Highways & Transport in respect of each
vehicle for such time and under such terms and con-
ditions as the Director may from time to time
see fit to impose.

12.50 a.m.

So T take it that the regulations which we are
now discussing were introduced as a result of that
Statement of the 26th July, 1955. Now, I think that
this whole attitude towards pick-ups and I propose
speaking only about pick-ups) is influenced by the
misapprehension as to the function that pick-ups per-
form in this island today.

Perhaps those of us whose views are narrowed
by the Metropolitan parish fail to recognise the ser-
viee which these pickups have been rendering in the
Leeward parishes where we have had an inadequate
omnibus service. I know the specious argument that
has been and will no- doubt be again advanced, is
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that it is proposed to increase the bus service, and
therefore the question of the pickups will not arise.
But it is impossible to see such an extension of the
omnibus service as to enable these pickups to be
dispensed with without such grave hardships to thes2
people who live in the country distriets.

I have considered the service which is now being
given to the Leeward parishes; and if you wer=
to double that existing service by running one, or by
running a half hour service where you are now run-
ning an hourly service, those people would still be
seriously inconvenienced if pickups were to be taken
away from them. . .

A bus service as we.have envisaged it, confines
itself normally to a main route; but piek-ups serve,
not only the main routes, but also those routes off the
main roads; for instance off Highway 1 and lead-
ing in the direction of Trents, Orange Hill and
Carlton. One could never contemplate a public bus
service large enough to supply every one of those
districts; and the people who live in those districts
have as great a right to some means of transportation
as any of the rest. They cannot afford to provide
themselves with private motor cams or taxis as do
people who live on the main route. - '

Having regard to these things, I find it impos-
gible to contemplate any 'bus service, however ex-
tended, which will provide accommodation. for thos?
people. It is not until the pickups had started to run
that the people in St. Luey were able to watch a
cinema show which people of the Metropolitan parish
were able to watch at the Empire Theatre or Olympic
Theatre. The last bus leaves Bridgetown for St. Luocy
around 6 o’clock p.m. during week days; and Sur-
days the last bus leaves Bridgetown at 8 o’clock
p.In. so you can see what is the unfortunate position
of the people from the Leeward parishes who like
to visit the City and enjoy an occasional show.

You may say, of course that they have-some-
thing in Speightstown which looks very much like
a garage, in which I understand there is a motion
picture apparatus. How many people can that ac-
commodate? Those people want to go to the City,
and it is their right.that they should be provided
with some means of transportation.

Mr. Speaker, you will agree with me that 10.30
pm. is a reasonable time limit. We have to look
at the matter from another standpoint. Pickup own-
ers are in a minority as distinet from the public
whom they serve; they have invested their life sav-
ings in these machines. What do you expect them
to do if and when these regulations are sanctioned?

‘We are reminded in the suspension eclause of the
need for a permit. I have something to say with
regard to the permits and to the discrimination which
we are accustomed to have exercised in this country
when it is a question of issiuing permits.

Some years ago when buses were being consid-
ered for the issue of permits only one type of bus
was favoured with permits. People who wanted to
go on excursions were permitted to have permits.
With regard to luggage vans, vou will see that al-
though they have their gearshifts on their steering
wheels they are not allowed to carry more than twoe
versons on the front seat along with the driver. But
{ am told by owners of these luggage vang that other
vehicles which are of the same type, but which are
not licensed as luggage vans, are allowed to carry
two persons in the front seat besides the driver.

As you know, it is only a matter of two years
ago that in the case of the taxis they were allowed
to take two people besides the driver in the front
zeat. Formerly it was only one; but they applied
when the gear levers were removed from the side;

you will remember how these less modern vehicles
were constructed.

Regarding the permits for which application
would have to be made, one cannot but fear that
diserimination will be practised again as has
always been practised in this country. I entirely
concede that in issuing a permit you will have to
consider what would be a reasonable number for the
vehicle to carry; but if you make that number foo
small that would be another means of driving the
vehicles off the road.

I presume that they would not be getting a 15%
rebate on the price of their gasolene; therefore if
permits were allowed with any sort of diserimina.
tion whatsoever, 1 envisage that these vehicles would
surely go out of existence and the people from the
country distriets would be thereby penalised.
(01.00 a.m.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I could hardly believe my
ears when I heard the hon. senior member for St.
‘Michael in his opening sentences; I had to make
a note of one or two of them. The Hon. Minister
counselled us to consider this matter: without re-
gard to what the electors of the constituencies
might say. Of all members of this House for the
hon. senior member for St. Michael to say that,
what are we coming to? He 1is the last person
whom we should regard as saying that; do you
not think that the people in St. Michael are glad
for the numerous standpipes which have been in-
stalled in the metropolitan parish?

In so far as the Leeward District is concerned,
there is no question of any keen competition at all,
because that bus service is so inadequate that the
pickups are running a good service . . . Having
regard to the amount of traffic on the road, the
Concessionaire has not got the units to satisfy one-
third - of the demand which there is for public
transport along the west coast of this island.

© ‘Ahother statement of the hon. senior member
for St, Michael is that these improvised buses have
been of immense assistance to the publie. I quite
agree with that; [A. VOICE: They still are.] and the
hon. member adds soffo voce that they still are.
‘What a poor reward for these improvised vehicles
which are of such assistance to the publie, if we
put directly over their heads the sword of Damo
cles which is designed to fall at any moment and
drive these vehicles out of business?

Personally, if T were the owner of such a
vehicle I would sell it when the authorities are
satisfied that the bus service has been extended,
no longer will permits be granted and these impro-
vised vehicles would have to go off the road. It
would mot pay them on mornings and evenings to
carry people from remote villages to the highways;
that would never be economic. The best position
of the owners of these improvised vehicles would
be to dispose of these vehicles while the selling is

‘good and invest their money in something else

which they can hope to carry on indefinitely. They
could not carry on under the conditions under
which they would have to carry on, not knowing
when the Government would decide to restrict
their use, or when the time will arrive when, in the
opinion of the Ministers, the bus services are made
adequate to the needs of the travelling public to
which time there will be no means of other trans-
port.

A member of Ministerial rank ask sotfo voce:
“Who said that?” This is what is set out in the
Explanatory Note to the regulations:—

“The effect of the regulations will be to restrict
the use of any passenger-carrying vehicle (other




73)%

HOUSE

than private motor cars, taxi-cabs or motor cycles)
unless a permit to operate is obtained from the
Director, and if any person operates such a vehicle
without a permit he will be liable to prosecution.
The Director can impose such terms and conditions
as he sees fit or may refuse a permit. It is intend-
ed that the Director in deciding whether to grant
or refuse permission for such vehicles to operate
shall take into consideration, infer alia, the avail-
ability of transport by a concessionaire service on
the route to be covered by the applicant for a per-
mit, and, therefore, as the bus concessionaire ser-
vices are made adeguate to the needs of the travel-
ling publie, there will be no need for other forms
of passenger transport and thé conditions to be
imposed will afford protection to operators of con-
cessions.”

These Regulations are signed “E. S. S. Bur-
rowes, Acting Chief Seeretary”; I feel I am justi-
fied in assuming that this explanatory note is not
unauthorised and that it has not received the at-
tention of some irresponsible person, but that it is
taken to be-an explanatory note to the Regulations
with which we are concerned. That is why I feel
justified in referring to this explamatory note and
quoting from it.

As I have said earlier I have, only a week or
two ago, spoken very exhaustively on this subject
and therefore I do not find myself in a position
to be justified in altering my point of view. Rather
my point of view has been strengthened since
people have been coming to me and making me
realise how completely dependent they have be-
come on these improvised vehicles; and if these
regulations are passed they will be operating a
service entirely on sufferance.

It is all very well to say that there is a sus-
pension Clause in these Regulations, but people
cannot run their business like that; they cannot
spend money on these vehicles when they do not
know at what given time they will be told that
the bus Concessionaire services are made adequate
to the needs of the travelling public and “out goes
yvouw”. They cannot continue their business along
these lines; and this resolution is the equivalent of
the death warrant having been prepared and might
be signed at any time. If one sympathises with
these people one has a greater feeling and regard
for the hundreds of people whom these vehicles
serve, and who until these vehicles cagpie on the
road had rarely ever seen the City more than twice
a year but who can now visit the City every week.

01.10 a.m.

As T have said, one cannot contemplate however
extended the bus service may be, that it can be so
cxtended to take the place of the service which these
pickups are now maintaining, not only in respect
of hawkers and their trays, but in respect of peopie
who come to town and who want transport to take
them back home at nights after the regular bus
gervice, and who want to go to places off the regular
routes but who cannot afford to travel by two seis
of vehicles, even if buses were running to their
houses; and by those who cannot afford to get off
a bus and take a pick-up to travel to where they
want to go.

Sir, I am counselling honourable members who
do not travel to remote country districts to think
twice before they cause these people who live in the
distant areas to be without the one, constituent, re-
liable form of transport which they have been en-
joying for some time, and which the passing of thege
regulations would inevitably kill. Even with the
promise made that they would not be withdrawn un-
til there is an efficient bus service, the effect it would

have is that the people who run pickups would decide
it is an unsafe investment and before the sword falls
on their heads, they would get rid of their units and
would be that the people who patronise pickups
would have to walk a couple of miles before they get
on a bus route to get transport to where they ara
going because they cannot afford to hire private
motor cars or taxis. '

The majority of us around this Table can get
in a motor car and in half an hour get to any part
of this island, but to some people a car drive is a
rarity and something beyond their meays to pro-
vide for themselves. Let us bear in mind that a
pickup is the poor man’s taxi.

Sir, I do not think it is in the best interest io
make pickup owners to feel that their days for oper
ating their vehicles are numbered, znd as from today
six months, sooner or later, more likely soomer thac
later, they would have to go off their routes and
the people who travel in them would have no altern-
ative but to go back to the stage to which they long
ceased to be accustomed, when they had no means t»
get to the City at their convenience and to places
cff bus routes and at times when buses are not nox
mally running. Amnother thing which you must re-
member is that these pickups are usually driven
by their owners, whereas an omnibus is driven by
an employee of a Concessionaire who can only work
it in a certain prescribed time. A pickup can carry
people at any time of the day or night.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I can sympathise
with yon and with some other honourable members
who at this very late hour of the morning, after
having been here so long, are still finding themselves
deliberating on a matter like this. Some honourable

members have assumed the role of listeners and not’

as speakers; they are here merely because they hava
a job to do. The honourable senior member for St.
Andrew who is far away from home is still here;
the honourable junior member for St. Michael who
i3 not so far away from home, but whom we do not
as a rule see here at this time is still here. The
honourable junior member for St. George is not very
far from home, but those who are committed to his
care have got their full complement as caretakers
because his wife is not at home and he also is here.
The honourable junior member for St. Philip is here
with us and we are glad to have him with us, but
he has been promised transportation to be made
available to him, not in a pickup (those are off the
road now) but by the Hon. Minister of Communi-
cations; and the honourable junior member for Si.
John is always with us to assist in times of a crisis.

Mr. Speaker, when a week ago the Leader of
the Democratic Labour Party spoke in this House
(and 1 know he would have been here now if he
were in the island) he ended his remarks with thes:
words: ‘‘this party was not prepared to commit
jtself on this issue,”’ and to use his own character-
istic phrase, he said ‘“we would withhold our firs
vntil we saw the whites with our eyes.”” We now see
the whites with our eyes.

This bus erisis, if it can be called a erisis, has
teen brewing for some time; according to the re-
marks made by the Hon. Minister ¢f Communications,
as long ago as 1953, and probably earlier than that;
even before he was a Minister Le well understood
what was happening; he had had conversations with
the bus Concessionaires and he bad made his own
and Government’s point of view quite clear and had
heard their own point of view. However, I charge
this Government with a complete mishandling of
this whole situation; and T state here and now tha
it is my view that no quarrel exists between Gov-
ernment and the bus owners, because they are not
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Concessionaires now; it is to blow up dust, and the
dust which is' flying between them does not repre
sent the heat of battle but an all too subtle man.
oeuvre to deceive the the public of this island.
01.20 am.

And the Government has had its attention
drawn to it not by the people who are criticising
what is happening, but by themselves in the fact
that they are willing to take money from the Public
Treasury in order to make good a deficit whieh,
according to them cannot exist. They are willing to
pay an amount out of the Public Treasury but they
are not willing to grant an increase in fares.

I wish to state here now that neither this party
nor myself see any reason to champion the cause of
the bus owners. Doubtless, they have their own
champions; and doubtless those champions will speak
and have spoken for them; but I personally believe
that they have a case and my belief is based on all
that I have heard from the Government’s side in
connection with this matter. If the bus owners did
not have a case there would be no need to bribe them
with money from the Treasury; and the fact must he
borne in mind that when once you start on the
slippery road of a subsidy you will not be able to
draw the line.

If you concede $60,000 or a little more, it may
be $160,000 soon; and since you do not know where
to draw the line you eannot, in justice, say: ‘“We
will give you 15% but we will not give you the 50%
which you have asked for.”” The Minister of Com-
munications did not tell us all the facts concerning
that rebate business. He did not tell us that the bus
owners would take 50% but not 15%. 1 would
not give 50, 49, 15 or 1% ; but they are quite in
srder to ask for 5% if you will not draw the line.
According to Government’s view, it would be sub-
stantially, a loss. It is far cheaper from an adminis
trative point of view to grant an increase than to
subsidise the bus owners by the underhand method
of paying a subsidy.

Next, I am not convinced that the Minister of
Comvmunications put this House in possession of all
the facts relative to this matter. It is true that he
allowed us to know something of what has been
going on; but I personally, and this House too dc
not know what the position will be tomorrow mdrn-
ing; because, considering the time at which I am
speaking thls is Wednesday now. Are you going
to declare o state of emergency? I understand that
Messrs. Robert Thom and the Central Foundry,
whom I did not know eould get buses, have put in
their applications and have made out their case.

This House does not know whether we are going
to have a state of emergency or not; but I know tha:
in a letter which the bus owners despatched to ths
Government yesterday, which was the 9th August,
they did say that they would be unable to continue
to operate after the 10th instant and would be pre
pared, as stated in their letter, for Government to
take over their busese upon terms to be agreedi on
from the 31st of July. That is the last word from
the Concessionaires. They continued in their letter
to mention their views of the machinery, at least for
the negotiations, which include among other things,
arbitrators on both sides and an umpire to straighten
out the terms to be agreed on.

Now, here you have a Government which says
4t is a Labour Government, and is supposed to be
activated or motivated by a certain body of political
members. I would, therefore, have thought that if
a matter camme to a head ke this, and it even de-
cided in order mot to be chught unawares, to use
emergency legislation, that your policy for the solu-

tion of the problem would be aceording to your prin-
ciples of public ownership and management of ghe
particular service.

I have listened quite carefully to everything
that has been said. 'While the Minister of Communi-
cations has said that there is more he can say, no-
where have we seen that they were prepared to live
up to what he said were still their principles and
that they were going to bring this now unsatisfactory
pervice under public control. That is my view, and
I think that that is what they should do.

I am not prepared to say, at this moment, that
our party has considered this matter carefully and
that what I have said represents our full view on the
matter; but I do not know whether, according to
our principles, we would see any reason to shy away
from taking over this service.

1f you were preparing for anything above $60,000
a year, according to the Minister ¢f Communications®
own remarks, you have got to consider for how long
you can continue to do it. The task is a simple one;
that is, they should act up to their prineiples and
nationalise the service. I do not know what form
of ownership they would use, but this I know: that
if they fear that, having taken the step of bringing
that partiemlar service under public ownership, they
might not be able to pay for it, I can assure them
fthat they would not have to pay for it out of the
‘Treasury one time.

A particular portion of the purehase money
would be paid over, and if they liked so to do, they
could issue bonds at a certain interest, redeemable
in so many years; or they may use any other method
of acquiring it as a pablic concern. Then, of course,
it would be for them to decide what palueular *neth-
ods they would use to administer the service. They
could create a special Awuthority or they might de-
vise certain powers under the Highways and Trans-
i)(g; Act for the administration of the service.

a.1m.

So much for that. Now having skirted away
from their principles, they are now before this
House trying to take vengeance on a group of
people who have not in any way econtributed to
this crisis; a group of people but for whom this
transport muddle would have been even greater, and
transport muddle would have even be greater, and
to make them pay for what the Government has
not dome and for what the bus owners have also
refused to do.

I have heard it said by the Hon. Minister and
by the supporters of this particular Resolution
that they are convinced that the Suspension Clause
means just what it says; and that no great harm
will come immediately to the owners of these lug-
gage vans. Mr. Speaker I am one of those people
who do not believe in official announcements made
by this Government because of experience which
I have had. The head of this Government has said
on a public platform that as long as there is a hot
hair in his head there would be no bulk shipment
of molasses.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: On a point of Order, 1
have never in my life ‘said that. How could I have

]| said that when I put it on paper that bulk ship-

ment was bound to come?

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member
said that at the Parry School pasture during the
1951 election campaign. Well there are still hairs
in his head, they are still hot and the molasses is
still being shipped in bulk. Time and again more in
written than spoken word, that Party has commit-
ted itself to free Secondary Education; the latest
thing now is that they are pegging the number of
children entering the Secondary Schools.
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Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Again I deny that. [
will stop replying to the hon. member because
whenever he refers to me he tells an untruth.

Mr. TUDOR: On January 15th this year the
Premier of this island submitted to the Edueation
Board two proposals. One of them had the object
of curtailing the number of groups employed in
Secondary Schools and the second was the pegging
of the number of admissions to the Secondary Schools
Let him deny that.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: If anything went out of
my office saying that, I know nothing about it.

Mr. TUDOR: 1 assume that is so, and proof
can be forthcoming. On the 15th January this year
two proposals were made by the Education Board
with respect to Education. [Hon. M. E. Cox:
What has that got to do with it?] Pronoune--
ments made officially cannot be taken at more
than face value. I still assert that what I say is
true because T have proof for it. Therefore how
can we take seriously any attempt on their part
to reassure any section of this community that
what they say in their published word can be relied
on? Let the hon. member say that he does not
remember it, but do mot let him say that it is not
so. I take this stand: I cannot take the word of
the Government that these regulations when pass-
ed, will not have immediate action and will not be
harsh and will not in any way affect people ad-
versely.

I repeat: the constituency which is farthest
away from the City is that constitueney to and
from which quite a lot of travelling is done. We
know that a considerable part of the travelling to
and from the constituency which I have the honour
to represent is done by these vehicles which are
offensively known as “pirate” buses but which are
luggage vans. I can therefore testify to the fact
that the people of St. Luey and of St. Peter, the
parish which Your Honour represents, look forward
not to the curtailment of this kind of service but
if possible the extension of it. I therefore canmnot
support or be expected to support any attempt on
the part of this Government to penalise the “pick-
ups” in order to satisfy the bus owmners or even to
make their case clear to the Government.

The issue is a simple one. Here you have a
Government elected to power on the ground that
it champions the weak against the strong, that it
looks out for the small man; it is very strange
therefore in a test case where the interests of the
small man now seem to be of paramount impor-
tance, that this Government is now willing not to
enforce the discipline which it should enforce on
the big or on the strong, but is searching for the
weak and most nonresisting on which to enforce
its discipline.

01.40 a.m.

I should have thought that so far as their own
political support comes, it comes more from the
people who drive in and use the pickups than it
does from the bus-owners or anybody else. Are they
so reckless of their future prospects? Does it no
longer matter to them now that in four of five
parishes of this island or even more, they run the
risk of upsetting a large number of people by a
measure which is only indicative?

It is ludierous for the Minister to claim thai
Government by introducing these regulations is
doing prospective pickup owners a good turn by
curtailing and prohibiting any investment which
they feel they should make in new ventures of
this sort. Mr. Speaker, while it is true that it is
part of Govarnment’s policy to promote invest-
ments, it is not part of Government’s policy to pro-

hibit investments or to tell individuals they shall
or shall not invest their money in certain ventures.
It cannot therefore be a provision of Government
to use these regulations as a pattern to other peoplc
coming into the trade; and it is certainly not part
of their duty to prevent a large number of poor
people who cannot rent taxis or who cannot get
into buses because the buses are not there to serve
them from using the service provided by the pick-
ups. It is not their duty to impose this hardship;
and it is only cowardly to do it because in doing
1t, you are running away from the whole issue
which is the control that you should exercise over
the main transport system to get permanent regu-
larity, efficiency and comfort. When you have
done that and when you have really got that situa-
tion under control, it would then be time (if that
time would come) to bring whatever sector of the
whole transport service needs bringing up-to-date
or up to seratch.

I do not know the sort of persons whom the
Ministers represent or the state of information of
their constituents, but it does seem to me to be
very strange that the Ministers can sit there and
calmly contemplate putting small people out of a
livelihood, because that is what they are doing
when they bring down these regulations. In whose
interest are these regulations? Certainly, they are
not in the intlerest of the vast majority of persons;
they are in the interest of the bus owners who
are the same people they are prepared to take
money out of the Treasury to help. That is what
it is, Mr. Speaker. The small persons are going
to be crushed and pulled down to help the larger
persons in pocket and it is those persons who are
in turn going to be helped by commandeering
sums from the Public Treasury to subsidise their
inefficient service or the smallness of the service
which they perform.

Mr, Speaker, T do not care what the honcarable
senior member for St. Joseph or other members on
that side of the Table think of this matter or about
such strietures as we have passed on them. This I
know, but it is not for me to warn them, that they
are doing a lot of harm; more harm than perhaps
they themselves understand by forcing these regula-
tions on those people.

Cf course, members of the Government are so
far removed from realily, they are now living.in the
clouds, that it is beyond them v» understand what 1t
means to deprive a man of his livelihood! But they
@re not only doing that; they are also depriving a
large number of people from getting from their
homes to their work in the mernings and back in
the evenings by having to wait in the uncertain
boat of catching a bus.

: Anybody with experience of the Leeward par-
ishes knows that it is only now that the luggage
vans have been going into places where the people
live that the buses are trying to pursue them. If
you were to make enquiries in my constituency, yon
would be told that there was a time when buses pur
down pasdengers at Speightstown, and anybody wh;
lived in any part of Crab Hill would have to get
there on foot to their homes no matter how heavily
the rain was falling or how hot was the noonday.
All of that, to a large extent, is now stopped. Why
going into Crab Hill, but Lecause the luggage vans
has it stopped? It is not because the buses are now
went up and down the parish and started to bring

the people near to their homes and to take them into

places where buses would not go. Now that the buses
are feeling the pinch of competition, and its growth
has resulted to bus owners asking Government to
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prevent them, this regulation is being imposed on
them, .

Mr. Speaker, I say this: if you believe in private
enterprise, as you say you do, the essence of private
enterprise is free competition; therefore, the exis-
tance of what is called the ‘‘pirate’’ buses means, firs:
of all that there was a need for it, and secondly, that
they would make (and have to a certain extent done
s0) the concession service more efficient.

It is wrong from any point of view to interfers
with the luggage van in the interest of the bus own-
ers. It is wrong because if you do that, you will
take away all incentive from the Concessionaires to
provide a comfortable, prompt and efficient service.
In the second place, you will be depriving a very
thrifty people of their meang of livelihood and thirdiy.
you will be depriving a large number of people of the
working class of means of transportation which ha:
proved so valuable to them in the past and
you will be robbing people out of the confidence
which they ought to have in their Government. How-
ever, I am convinced that the Hon. Minister has
said nothing to convinee me that this is a real quarrel
between the Government and bus Concessionaires.
1.50 a.m. :

I suspect that it is their apparent cowardice
which has brought on this ecrisis. As has been said
s0 often before, if they feel that the Public Treasury
is the larder or the cupboard from which the bus own-
ers can be refreshed or replenished, that is only a
dexterous method of doing in plain duty what they
should be doing; that is, raise the fares. But they
are doing what they propose to do in order to save
their faces in a political crisis.

You many say that they take up money out ot
the Treasury and save the bus owners, but they will
have saved themselves the odium of raising bus fares.
I do not believe in that method. The duty of a
Government is to face up to a crisis and to leave
the matter to be criticised by thle Opposition. It is
the Opposition that is to criticise the Government.

If they had felt that a case was made out, they |

eould have come to an agreement between themselves
and the bus owners; but such an arrangement would
clearly, (if it was to be just) have left free that
area of operation controlled and worded by those lug-
gage vans which fulfil a need or meet a requirement ;
even though it meant that werk it not for the luggage
vans transportation would be more complicated. If
they believed that why do they want to inflict this
senseless penalty on these people? Why do they want
to deprive these people of their livelthood? It is
nonsense. [A VOICE: What else is it?]

These Regulations will prohibit prospeétive in-
vestors in the luggage van business from eoming into
the service; you are hurting them, and I do not see
any attempt on the part of Government to enforce
any discipline on the people who ought to be dis-
ciplined, and those people are bus owners. Why allow
yourselves to squeeze these people because they are
small, while you dance around the ring and shadow-
box at the bus owners?

I wish to go on record as having no part in this
attempt to impose thiese Regulations. I wish, at the
same time, to absolve all the members of my Party in
this Legislature from any responsibility whatsoever,
and to let the public know that we regard it as a
wicked and despicable thing to penalise the small
people, whose only crime is that they are helping a
lot of poor people to travel around to and fro in a
faasable manner, and in a manner which confers
actual benefits on the community in which they live.

The question that this Resolution be not agreed
to was put and resolved in the negotive on a division
as follows :—

Noes: Hon. G. H. Apams, Hon. Dr. H. G. Cum-
mins, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E. Tauma, Mrs.
Bourne, Hon. R. G. Mapp, Mr. Bryan, Mr. J. C.
Mortury, Mr. Vauaaany and Mr. Mirier,—10.

Ayes: Mr. Tupor, Mr. ALLDER, —2.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved. in the affirmative on a division
as follows:—

Ayes: Hon. G. H. Apams, Hon. Dr. H. G. Cum-.
MiNs, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E. TaLma, Mrs.
Bourne, Hon. R. G. Marp, Mr. Bryan, Mr. J. C.
MotTLEY, Mr. VAvuGHAN and Mr. MinLer—10.

Noes: Mr. BRANCKER, Mr. Tupor, Mr. ALipEr
—3.

ADJOURNMENT

The Order Paper having been fized.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
I beg to move that this House do now adjourn until
Tuesday next 16th instant, at 3 o’clock p.m.

Hon M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question that this House do mow adjourn
until Tuesday next the 16th instant, at 3 o’clock p.m.
was put end resolved in the affirmative without
division, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House
accordingly.

2.05 am.
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