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THE 

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFkCIAL REPORT) 

SESSION 1954--55 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS, (Speaker)  , 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, (Minister of Sociial Ser- 
uices);  His Honour Mr. A. E. S. &nms, (Depwty 
Speaker) ; Hon. M.  E. Cox, (iMinister of Comnzzcni 
catiuw, W s r k s  and Hou8ing) ; Hon. R. G. MAPP 
(~~W./v&ter of Trade, Industry  and Labour) ; MT. 
F.  C. GODDARD, (Leader of the Obposdtion) ; Mr. 
F . E . M z u m , M r .  J. A. HAYNES,B.A.,M~.E.  St. A 
HOLIJER, Mr V. B. VAUGHAN, Hcn. C. E. TALIVIA, 
(*Mi?hister of A g r i c ~ ~ l t u r e ,  L a d s  and Fis7tely;.es). 

Pmcyers were read. 

I -- -. - - -- A.- 

I 

HOUSE OF' ASSEMBLY ! senior member presiding an4 is dated 9th Augus:, 

MINUTES 

Tuesday 16th August,  1955. 
pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem- 

bly met a t  3 07dock p.m. today. 

The Minutes of the meetiizgs of 23rd and 28th 
June, 1955 respectively having been printed and 
circulated, were taken as read and confirmed. 

1955. 
Also l have received the Sugar Industry Agri- 

cultural Bank Report and Accounts dated 30th June, 
1955. Also a letter from the Acting Deputy Clerk 
ap~ ly i l l g  for leave of a'bbence owing to illness. 

LEAVE TO ACTING DEPUTY CLERK 

BILLS RETURNED FROM (YTHER PLACE 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 
I: beg to move that leave be granteu to Mr. D. 11. 
Banfield froin his duties for today. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
l'ha question Chat Mr. D. A. Banfield be granted 

leave from his dut* for today' was put and 
solved in the a f f i r m t i v e  urithout division. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 
I beg to movl? that Mr. R. C. Chapman be appoinbd 
to act as Deputy Clerk for today's meeting. 

Hon. &I. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
T h e  qzsestwn that 1Mr. R. C. Chapman be 

~ppoin ted  to act as Deputy  Clerk for today's meet- 
ing was put and rlei\lolv.ed in the affirnzative witltout 
Givzsion. 

PAPERS LAID 

Hon. Dr. H.  G. H. CUMMINS on behalf of 
the Hon. Premier: 1 am commanded by His Excel- 
lency to lay - 

iritituled- 
"An Act relating to terms of tenure in  resp~cf 

of small holdings and providing reasonable security 
of tenure for tenants thereof and for purposes 
incidental thereto or connected therewith." I t  
has been signed by the honourable senior member 
presiding and is dated 11th August, 1955. 

Also from the H,onoarable the Legislative 
Council the following :- 

The Legislative Council have the honour t o  
return to the Honourable the House of Assembly th? 
Bill intituled 

"An Act to consolidate and amend the Acts of 
the Island relating to keeping and auditing of pub- 
lic accounts," With the amendments as shown on 
&he paper. It has been signed by the honourable 

Mr. SPEAKEa: have the honour to inforn' 
the .House that I have received the fol1owirig:- 

The Legislative Council have the honour to re- 

MESSAGE NO: 23/1955 

Message No. 23/1955 from His Excellency tbc 
Acting (Jovernor to the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ b l ~  the H~~~~ oi 
Assembly regarding the new Combined Christ Church 

H i s  Excellency T h e  Actimg Goveritzor 
T o  

T h e  Hbnozcrable T h e  House of Assernlbly 

turn to the Honourable House of Assembly the   ill 
Foundation School 

His Excelleizcy the Acting Governor has the hon- 
our to inform the Hoi~ourable the House of Assembly 
that the Secretary of State for the Colonies has ap- 
proved a grant up to a maximum of $240',000 from 
Colonial Development and Welfare funds tomards 
the construction and equipping of a new combined 
Christ Church Foundation School. 

2. An amount of $40,100 is included in the 
Estimates of Capital Expenditure for 1955-56, Par t  
11, Head IV-Education, item 6 for this project and 
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(1) ( a )  Valuation of existing 
IZ,ectory and outbuild- 
ings exclz~ding Zaozcl' 

(b) Valuation of Memori- 
al School ezck~cl i~zg  
land .... .... 

( c )  Total area of all 
Church lands requir- 
ed (including land on 
which Rectory and 
Alemorial S c h o o l 
stand) - 332,965 
square feet averaged 
a t  1 3 % ~ .  per square 
foot .... ...- 

includes token provisioiz of $100 for the purchase of 
land. Revised plans for the new school have been 
prepared to meet an estimated total cost of construc- 
tion and equipment of $340;000. 

3. The proposals for acquiring the land re- 
quired for the new \-eh001 invo1.c-e- 

(a) the acquisition of seven plots of private- 
ly o~vned land sdjoinii~g Church and 
School property; 

(b) the rschange of certain property owned 
by t h ~  Church and property vested in 
the Governing Body of the Christ 
Church Fonndatioii Schools. 

As regard ( R )  n~gotiations arc in train for the ac- 
quisition of this land. 

4. 111 respect of (b )  the follo~rring proposals 
have been s l ih in i t~~d tq and have bceu approved by 
the GoverllillK Bocly of Christ Church F'oundation 
S~hools ancl thc Chnrch authorities :- 

( i )  (ioverllmellt to provide a 
IZectory the site of the existing 
School and allow the Church the use of 
the material etc. of the School Annexe 
(11hic.h will Fe demolished) for the 
Imrposes of building a, Church Hall;  

(ii) ('hurch to reserve a area at 
the "ld the lallds On 

to a ChL'rch The 
l'ector~T buildillg the remainder of 
the Rectory lands to be taken Over by 
the iizcludillg a strip of 
land approxinzately l2 feet wide "ln- 

'li1'~ the lvhole length the Redory On 

thp opposite side of the road; 
(iiil the difference in value of the exchange 

of the two properties to be made up by 
the Government by a cash payment; 

( i r )  the Gcvernnlent to acquire from the 
Church the B'Leinorial School Hall and 
lands the remainder of the Glebe lands 
required for the purposes of the new 
School. 

5. Thcb follon~ivg valuatioiis ill respect of this 
transactioil have also been accepted by the Govern- 
ing Body of the Echools and the Church authorities: 

, (2)' (a) Valuation of land on 
BOYS' School 

stands - approxi- 
mately 24,8010 square 
feet valued on same 
basis as (c) above .... 

(b) Value of demolished 
materials from the 
existing Boys' School 
to be handed to the 
Church .... .... 9GE.OCF. 

(c) Value of the new Rec- 
tory converted from 
the existing Boys' 
School .... .... 24,000.L1D 

28,360.0:~ 

Difference in valua- 
tions-to be paid in 
cash to the Church 36,095.03 

6. The Government is advised that, althougll 
the existing Christ Church Boys' F'oundatioll School 
is vested in the Governing Body of the School, tt-c. 
Governing Body has no power of sale in respecc of 
the property, and that i t  will accordingly be necw- 
sary to seek the approval of the I-Ionourable Lcgis- 
latrue for the sale or exchange of this property. 
I t  will also be necessary for the Church to obtain 
the approvaI of the Honourable Legislature for dis- 
posal of the glebe land. 

7. I n  order that the works programme of t h ~  
Public Works Department shall not be disrupted it 
is desired to begin the construction of the School 
during Septen~ber. I n  the circumstances, the sail,-- 

%ion of the Honourable the Hoube of Assembly is 
sought for the Government to proceed with the con- 
struction of the new Christ Church Foundatiol~ 
%h001 pending the conclusion $of the leffal f o r ~ a l i t i e ~  
and the enactment of the legislation to lvhich ref- 
erence is made in paragraph 6 above. 

R. N. TURNEK, 
Acting Governor. ' 

covernment House, 
, Barbados, 

15th August, 1955. 

(M.p. 4o03,S.20,T.1) 
Annual Report of the Barbados Police Forcz 

for the year 1954. 
Statement of Revenue and Expenditure of the  

~ ~ ~ b ~ d ~ ~  savings Bank for the year ended 31st I December, 1954. 
~ u a r t e r l y  Return of Transactions in Rum to 

30th June, 3955. 
The Civil Establishment (General) (Amend- ' 

ment) No. 5 Order, 1955. 

REPLIES 

H0n.C. E. TALMA: Reply to Question No. 2 6  . 
asked by Mr. J. C!. Tudor regarding ex-gratia pa:-- 
ments to workers displaced by bulk shipment bf 

fancy molasses. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Hon. M. E. COX: Resolution to place the sum1 
of $30;C00 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee to  supplement the Estimates 
1955-56, Par t  'I, Current, as shown in the Supple. 
mentary Estimate 1955-56, No. 20, which forms 
the Schedule to the Resolution. 

Hon. DV. H. G. C'TJbIMINS : Resolution to place? 
the sum of $16,200 a t  the disposal of the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee to supplement the Estimates 
1955-56, Par t  I, Current, as shown in the Supple- 
mentary Estimate 1955-56, No. 21, ,which forms t h e  
Schedule to the Resolution. 
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Resolution to approve the grant of a sum of stated so as to get to the grazing area. Some time ago 
$1,200 as a gratuity to the estate of the late Alfred we were lucky to avoid an  accident; I think it tvas 
Gittens, foi-mer Messenger and Library Attendant of a sheep, that ran across the runway when one of 
the House of Assembly. these America11 planes was taking off with emigrants 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Resolution to place th, for the U.S.A. We have blasted the hills in  ordc: 
sum of $6,600 a t  the disposal of the Governor-1.1- to inalre i t  impossible for them to get over to the 
Executive Committee to supplem6,nt the Estimates grazing area; but whatever we have done they have 
1955-56, Par t  I ,  Current, as shown in  the Supple- still found i t  pos.;ible to get across. 
mentary Estimate 1955-56, No. 22, which forills the I t  has been decided to strengthen that  part  of 
Schedule to the Resdution. the fence and secondly to employ two watchmen to 

~ e s o 1 u B B - h  place the sum of $320 a t  th.: cli. watch the area in order to prevent these, people from 
posal of the Governor-in-Executive Conlnlittec 1( cutting the fence and mending their way across the 
supplemelit the Estimates 1955-56, Par t  1, Currelit runway. 
as shown in the Supplementary Estimate 1955-56. This is regarded by the Director of Civil Avia- 
No. 23, which forms the Schedule to the Resol~ltioli. tion as a very serious thing, in  that if a t  any tii~lc 

Hon N. E. COX: Resolution to place the sum a plane touches down and an  animal is on the run- 
of $7,000 at  the disposal of the Governor-in- way i t  inight cause the plane to be damaged aiid ;t 
Executive Committee to supplemerlt the Estimqte- number of lives inight be lost. It is felt that in 
1955-56, Par t  I, Current, as shown in  Supplenzen- sddition to these things, stronger measures should 
tary Estiinate 1955-56, NO. 24, which forms tht  be taken to avoid any accident mkich is likely to be 
Schedule to the Resolution. caused by straying aiiimals. 
3.25 p.m. I do not think that there is anything more which 

honourable members wonld like to know, but if any 
S~SPENSION OF RULES 88 & 89 questions are asked so far  as i t  lies in my powel 

I will endeavour to answer them. I beg to move 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, -with your that this Resolution do now pass. 

permission certain Resolutions were circulated for Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
today's sitting of the House. The reason for that is 3.35 p.m. 
that this House hopes to adjourn today for a fern AIr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if 
weeks and there are certain of these itelns which the Hon. Minister in charge of this Resolution is 
~1.e pressing. Two of these money Resoltltions satisfied that this is the right kind of material for 
considered to be urgent and we would like to gei, the keeping out of small stock. Seawell is very 
through tvith them. I am therefore asking leave to much wind swept; and I do know that  any sort 
move for the suspension of Itules 88 and 89 in 0rder of metal is liable to b(.ar erosion xlnless it is prop- 
to deal with these Resolutions in all its stages today. erly treated. 

There  being n o  o~6jectio.n leaus was granted t21c Although we are protecting that  fence from 
Horz. Minister. 

I 
bcii~g cut by the lemnploj-ment of two watchmen, it 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Rules is still a fact that the rusting of it will continue, 
'88 and 89 be now suspended. and I hope some attention mould hs paid to it. I n  

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to eecond that. fornler ycam they used a wallaba post and pigeon 
T h e  quest ion w a s  put and; agreed to.  

CObIMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first order of the day 
stands in  the ilarne of the Hon. Minister of Social 
Services: to move the House into Committee 
Supply to consider the grant of sums of for 
the service of the colony. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg t6 
move that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and 
the House go into Committee of S ~ P P ~ Y  and that i t  
be an instruction to tlie Committee when thf House 
is in Committee to deal with the Resolutlo_ns @ f  

.which notice has been given earlier today. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question. was pzct and  agreed to.  

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE NO. 17 

Visit of Princess and Civil Aviation 
Hon. M. E.  COX: Mr. Chairman, this Reso111 

tion is a Resolution for the sum of $4,950. It is 21 

small Resolution aiid I think me can pass i t  as it 
stands, without dealing with the Head separately 
The first Item is a revote of $50 in connection with 
the visit of Her Royal Highness Prillcess Margaret 
and the next Item is an amount for $3,800 for the 
purpose of strengthening and replacing the Airpor; 
fence a t  certain points. 

We have had no end of trouble in reflacillg thij 
fence due to the fact that persons who g r a x  theif 
.animals on a part of the area cut loose the fene.- 
from time to time and soon after i t  has beell rein- 

fence, but of course that  inay be nlore easy for 
people to pull down. However i t  is just a matter 
of your seeing what is the right kind of fence t:, 
use up there, bzcause i t  is a fact that the sea air 
plays a great havoc with inetal fences in  that are:?. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I promise the 
hall. mbqllber to take the lnatter up  with the l>irzc- 
tor of Public lTTorl<s, Hov*ever, I feel that the 
Ilirector is 'satisfied that this is tb~.  best type of 
fence. 

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: I see that you apt enl- 
ploying these two watchmen only on a ten1pora.r~. 
basis. If sonlebody is continually cutting the wire, 
1 think the Hon. Minister should consider ap- 
pointing then1 permanently; because as soon as you 
take them off, the cutting an4  the destroying of 
that fence will continue, but if tlde people know 
that these watchilzen arle enlployed permanently 
they will cease to cut that fenci:. 

" Hon. M. E. COX: I would like to say in repiy 
to the hon. meniber that we are just trying out 
this idea. If it is necessary to employ theln on ..! 
permammt basis, by all lnealls they will be ent- 
ployed permanently. 

Mr. U L D E R :  Mr. Chairman, I a111 sor1.y t9 
speak after the Hon. Ministel* but I lyould juw 
like to say that it aces appear to me to be a \va tu  
of tillle for ~ 0 x 1  to be every now a l ~ d  the11 having 
to replace the Ponce which is cegnlarly cut there 
as intilnatd by the Hon. Minister. And i t  is a muel~  
uorse Aature after you replace such a fence that 
You still have to employ t~atchmen to \vateh lt. 

I an1 ~vondering if the regulations of the S i r -  
port are fully enforced, because i n  that part of 



.thl: dimstrict it is not so to speak a great thorough- 
fare, that is to say there are not large villages 
&round the Airport where you can say that you 
get a regular passage of people. That being so, you 
can better enforce your regulations there than in  a 
place where you have hundreds of people passing 
every day. 

The fact is that you should emphatically state 
that on the eastern or  southern side of the runway 
no stock at  all should be permitted. If, as the 
iion. Minister says, the sheep get away and run 
zcross the runway and therefore are liable to cause 
damage -*hen a plane comes in, I feel that regulations 
should be enforced to say that no stock whatsoever 
should be permitted i11 that area for grazing pur- 
poses. There should either be impounded or their 
owners prosecuted, because i t  is true to say that if 
you allow them to traverse the area you endanger 
passengrrs and planes. 

I c a ~ ~ n o t  see that besides your spending momy 
to replace the fence which every nova and then is cut, 
you must also pay two watchmen to watch it. You 
~hou ld  either do away with the replacement of the 
fence which because of sea sprays rots out regularly 
along with hei~lg cut by passerbys as you have said, 
and employ two watchmen permanently; or yo t~  
should see to i t  that the regulations are fully en- 
forced and that a suitable type of fence is put up 
vhich wwlcl not need replacements regularly. 

I n  lny opinion you cannot have both. I do not 
know how temporarily these two watchmen would be 
employed; the Hon. Uinister has not said. The 
amonnt set down' here is for $1,100. I do not know 
if that means that these two watchmen mill be em- 
ployed for the balance of the financial year : I T+ould 
a ~ k e  that to be made more explanatory. 

Thp question that the Besolution: do nlow pass 
?r),as put ntz8d resoiJzred in the af2'irnzatine urithoz&t &- 
vision. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE NO. 18 

A s  regards the Fire Station, hon. members will 
see set out clearly why we are asking for this amouilt 
of roughly $20,000. The note reads as  follows:- 

(4) The total estimated cost of this project b 
naas $294,308. A11 amourlt of $15,923 was spent in a, 
1953-54 and the balance of $278,377 voted during 
1854--55. The total estimated expenditure to 31st 
March, 1955 as shown i n  the 1955-56 Estimates was 
$271,360 and the estimated balance of $23,000 was re- 
voted in the same estimates. The actual expenditure 
at  31st March, 1955, was $251,717 leaving an  avail- 
able balance on the original vote of $42,583. Of this 
only $23,000 as revotecl in the 1955-56 Estimates and 
the revote of the remaining $19,583 is now required 
to pay outstanding accounts together wtith certain i 

equipment and installatioiis not yet completed and * 
for the payment or" a fiilal portion of land which is 
still 'being negotiated. 

i 
I do not think there is really anything compli- 

cated about this. If there is any ~ a t t e r  arising out of 
this vote, hon. members can ask me. Fkankly, I am t-. 
not going to answer all sorts of questions. In, accord- 
ance with the usual procedure in which Items under 
a particular Head may be voted separately, I beg to 
move that Head Iv-Education, stand part. 

Hon. D?. CUTdMINS: I beg to second that. 
3.45 p.m. 

Mr. LEMTIS : Mr. Chairman, what strikes me 
as funny about these revotes is that Government 
wants all the money that was originally estimated. 
I t  is peculiar that you should want wery  cent of the 
inoiiey that you originally estimated for. If the 

1 School is finished, you should be able to say where 
this $661.23 is. These projects are finished finished 
as you know; and i t  only means that if you want 
$19.57 more you will hare to come back to the. 
House for it. 

Can the Hon. Minister say whether all the ac- 
counts for the Fire Station and Princess Margaret7s 
School are now in. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: According 
'to the instructions. res.1 What I am concerned about 

Education and Fire Station 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, this next 

~&olut ion  is for the sum of $23,732 to supplement 
the Estiinaes 1955-56. Par t  2-Capital. The items 
are set out separately. The first is for three lots of 
expenditure under Head IV-Education; but  the 
greatest sum of expenditure is for  the Fire Station 
which comes under the other Head - Head VII- 
Miscellaneous. 

With respect to the $3,000 to be voted for the 
erection of a Libra4' and two class rooms a t  the Lodge 
School, which is the first Item, the note sets i t  out 
quite clearly. This amount is required for extra ex- 
eavation so as to provide reinforcement to the found- 
ation in order to make a satisfactory job; and you 
could not have seen that nntii you had started the 
excavation. 

The second Item is for the St. Joseph (MTestern) 
School. and it is for certain laboratory fittings. Ac- 
cording to the note, the Director of Phblic Works 
has non- received an accouilt from the Crown Agents 
for $187.30 in respect of those laboratory fittings 
ordered for that school. The final detailed cost of 
those figures has exceeded by $23.21 the provision 
which remained in the vote and supplementary pro- 
-ision of this amount topether with the unespended 
balance of $164.019 is now? required. 

The next is for the Princess Margaret School and 
the note explains quite fully what has happened. I n  
that  particular instance i t  is purely a question of a 
revote. 

is this: what is the ocject of coming back here in  
another couple of inonths with another Supple- 
mentary Resolution for this, when if you had just 
waited a little longer you would have been able to 
say that you want so much to complete this Fire 
Station. 

The Fire Station is an expensive building and 
nobody wants to reflect on the vote of the H ~ u s e ,  
bt,t i t  is a few thousand dollars wl~ich might come 
with good grace from the Department. But  to be 
able to say that you want $19,583 I do not think that  
you should be so exact; i t  does not look right to me, 

Mr. ALLDER : Mr. Chairman, I think that this 
Committee shot~ld take the opportunity to compli- 
ment Major A. G. Bradford on the work which he 
has effected at  the F'ire Station, and also to com- 
mei~cl him for the \vonderful display which he has 
been able to put on for the people a t  the opening 
of the new building. 

I was one of those who strongly opposed the ex- 
penditure on that building because 1 felt that it was 
too much; and also because I thought that the site 
was not the best. But inasmuch as my opinions. 
have been overruled and the building is now up, I 
must say that i t  certainly is an  admirable building; 
and the improvements which are there desire the ex-- 
pression of appreciation for the officer who is re- 
fiponsible for such thin@. 

As regards the additional class rooms for the 
Lodge School I can substantiate the Hon. P remie~ ' s  
 ema ark on this issne; because I saw the foundations 
when they were beislig laid. I t  is surprising to sew 
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the difference in  change which the workmen met 
while digging. 

There were several pockets in which you got 
stone higher on one side and then a sudden declil;e 
on the other which had to be straightened out. The 
people who were doing i t  experienced some difficulty 

What I prefer to see is that instead of voting 
$26,000 for three additional class rooms, the Hon. 
Premier should have been introducing legislation to  
give that school the amount of living space for whicj~ 
they Tvere asking. The Hon. Premier has to con- 
siqer that this school accommodates about three or 
four parishes ill that area; and there is a very blg 
rnaiting list from \%'hich hundrecls have to be turned 
back every school year because there is no roon!; 
and the people should have been talcell on no~v thet 
work is being carried out. 

It would have beell better to give it three or 
four additional rooms and have it fillished 
a]tcjgether in view of the faet that it is a Boarding 

and you have to make for 
the boarders. 

when the was being buiit7 
not a workman from St. John or any of the other 
parishes was able to get employlqent on the constru(?- 
.lion. The edict u.as, that all the people from that 
area must be employed in the construction of the 
school; but now that the work is being carried 011 

you find that the workmen of John 
find i t  much more difficult to get employment- 1 
do not know has ordered that policy, but it 
certainly does obtain. 

on the first occasion I went there, I noticed 6 

'that nearly all the workmen on the job were people 
who lived outside the parish of St. John. I persol1 
fillp, have no control over that ;  but for the Pur- 
pose of the smooth running of such works, as much 
satisfaction should be given to the people concerned. 
and an order should be given that the general rulillg 
which was given in  respect of the building of Blaclr- 
man's School should also be carried out when WOVE 
is being carried on in other parishes. 

I do not know if I can make an appeal to Hon. 
Ministers in this respect, but I hope that the Director. 
of Public works will remember that formerly in 
certain parishes most of the worlrmen were em- 
played, from the immediate area, and that he should 
r u t  the same policy into practice when he goes to 
other parishes. 

Other than that, I quite appreciate the attempt 
by the Goverllment in coming to the aid of the ~ h d g e  
School a t  last;  i t  has b ~ e n  several years thzt we were 
asking @overi~ment to come to our rescue. While 
this can only be termed as a piece meal method to 
what is really needed at  the school, I hope that in 
the next Estimates Government will come down 16th 
further provisioll to be made to give the school thc 
accommodatioll which it no~v needs. 
3.55 p.n~. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Although I do not agree 
that a member of the House of Assembly because he 
is a member for a particular parish should, (if I may 
quote a Guianese gentleman who used to favour u s  
with his political activities in Barbados some years 
ago) be ipso facto a member of the Governing Body, 
nevertheless I know the honourable member has so 
p e a t  an interest in the Lodge School that he has 
accused me on the floor of this House of not being 
sufficiently interested in the Lodge School as to pay 
it a visit. TITel1, I tried to amend my ways and I 
have visited the Lodge School along with Captain 
Tomlin and the Assistant Director of Education and 
SO on. 

I agree with what he has said generally, but  if: 
we have turned down the Lodge School a t  any time 
we have sometimes turned dow'a Harrison College 
and the Christ Church Foundation School also, be- 
cause of the neces8ity of seeing how fa r  the money 
will go between them. 

l take the liberty now of saying more fully what 
I should have said last Tuesday or on some other 
occasion when the honourable junior member for St. 
LUCY made one of his characteristic untrue state- 
ments about myself, as to say that he could not 'be- 
lieve anything which the Government or any mem- 
ber of the Government said, because we say one 
thing al1Ci promptly proceed to do the reverse. 

The tolerance which you and the Speaker have 
shown members of this House is something for which 
we are grateful; but I suppose I cannot let it go by 
that anything could be more untrue than that accu- 
sation by the honourable member for St. Lacy. What 
the was referring to is a Per- 
petual habit of certain menibers in  taking a little, 
-when not completely fd~r ica t ing  something which 
never existed,) of the t ruth and twisting it. I say no 
more since that honourable member is not in his place. 

He accuses me of being a member of the Govern- 
ment says that we are willing to give free 
secondary education, while on the other hand we 

that there must be a maximum number in 
school. J , ~ ~ ~  before l \ i ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~  started the 
Lodge School had its doeumeilts and requirements 
completed with the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ t  of ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~  as re- 
gards expansion and the rest of it. As to the Library, 
I myself told a distinguished member of the Other 
Place who is always very keen to push the cause of 
the Lodge Sehool that I would not be prepared to do 
anything i11 ths Estimates for the Ljbrary until I saw 

few old Lodge Boys giving books to the Library. 
Then the Government would come forward; and 
gradually the Lodge School would come into its 0-n 
when we had helped other schools with a Library. 

On this question of class room accommodation, 
I have before me a memorandum sent to me and the 
Department of Education on t'le cluc.stion of extra 
staff and extra accommodation. The question of 
the Library does not come in  this particular matter. 

Instead of i t  being true that any member of the 
Gcvernment wanted to limit the number going into 
a particular school, hon. members know how wni'e have 
said that we would teach under a Breadfruit tree 
rather than turn  children back. What happened w1w 
that the Governing Body of the L~odge School wrote 
to the Department of Education and asked about 
class room accommodation. They suggested that if 
added accommodation were made they could have 
another stream added to the Lodge School, pointing 
out that one form was running not merely into the 
30's but into te 50's; and the Department s p e e d  
that they had made out a case. The expression was 
used that the Director of Education agreed that  you 
should have these two additional classrooms and you 
could have up to 390 or 4001 provided you did not 
lcwer the standard of entry. 

I will have to see about the extraordinary argu- 
ments appearing in the Press 'by people who ought 
to go back to school. On this question of the n d e r  
of boys. the Director of Education has officially ac- 
kncwlcdged that with the development of the School 
Lodge Fchool is streamed with a maximum total of 
399 pupils and it does not seem that that development 
can be postponed much longer. 

The Governor-in-Executive Commitf ee agreed 
that if vou added these extra class rooms, you should 
have additional graduate teachers and you should 
allow the scbool to take up to 390. I had a meeting 
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with the Headmaster of the Lodge School, the Director 
of Education, the Hon. Dr. Massiah and the Secre- 
tary of the Board and Jve agreed to go ahead on thEt 
basis. But the ho11. junior ineinber for St. Lucy is 
accusing me of fixing a inaxiinul~l beyond which 
people would not be admitted; I assure the hoii. 
members for St. John that that is not so, because 
although the ho11. junior menlber for St. John liar 
not spoken he is equally interested and therefore 
would forgive ine if I appear to be personal. I have 
said harsh things about Harrison College which I 
have not said about the Lodge School, and Harrisoii 
is my old school; I have no bias in favour of one 
school as  against another. 

4.05 p.111. 
l 
t The ~~d~~ school made out a case, the nepart- 
l merit agreed ,vith thenl alld I agreed lTith 

Department; ancl as a result of that, l\-\re are doing ! 
the Lodge school what we thillk is right and 

,.an afford to do at  present. 1 can asslire this Coal- 
mittee that the position of Lodge School is being 
taken care of in the same way as any 
or elementary school. 

Before I sit, I wish to say that I appreciaie 
that i~ this respect the hon. senior nienlber for 
John is l ~ o t  just talking as a politician, brit as a 
representative of St. John who is intwested in 
the educational institutions of that parish. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Chairman, I am going to n i a ~ e  
a point which I forgot to make when I first spoke, 
and I do not think i t  is necessary for me to get d 

r ~ p i y  to it, but I think it should be made. Here are 
we after *assing money for a particular school, 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I really mention- 
ed that point so that anybody readilig i t  will see 
that when you are constructing buildings in Bar- 
bados, that you may coine across an  entirely differ- 
ent subsoil alongside sites where you have build- 
ings erected dready. 

Mr. ALLDER: l can assure the hon. junior 
nieinber for the City that an unusual state obtains 
up there a t  the Lodge School as  regards founda- 
ticns. I sa~v  theln myself \\hen I was taken there. 
You get solid stone, and underneath it y3u get soft 
clay. 

I t  is approximately 20 years now that no 
building constrnctioii was carried on in the area; 
therefore the present Director of Public Works 
could l10t be acquainted with the soil and founda- 
tions where they proposed to collstruct this new 
building. As I have said7 are putting down 
strong fonnclations for this building, and hon. 
members call only regret that when foundations for 
C ~ ~ b e r m e r e  school were being prepared they did . 
not take the care that they are taking now in the 
erection of this building a t  the Lodge School. I 
think everybody should be glad to hear what care 
is being taken now in seeing that they are proper 
foundatiolls for this liew building. 

I-Ion. G. H. ADAMS: Before the question is 
put, I should like to say that quite recently the 
Fire Officer has pointed out that in case of a fire 
at  the Lodge School there is a death trap. Be- 
cause of that a Resolution which will be put be- 
fore the Executive this week,  ill shortly be com- 
ing down for about $3,000 or $4,000 to make 
certain alterations a t  the Lodge School. I there- 

hearing that on digging the foundations you dia- fore want hon. members to know that we will be 
covered these pockets in  the soil; you inust llavc 

I take it that this is an addition to some of 

coming soon again with a Resolutioii t o  provide for  l 
had buildings erected already in the vicinity, and 

the buildings which you have already therc 
Do I understand by this that no attempt was 

made to test the foundations before the estinlates 
v-ere made? That is the conclusion which one is 
bound to come to on reading the Addendum. Shoul~l 
you not have found out what were the foundations 
there before you made ont your estimate? That is 
what you claim you did. However, if the disaster 
which befell the Combermere School has caused them 

1 to be cautious, a t  least that is a blessing i11 disguise 

I ilp to that point. 

B I sincerely hope that i t  is not a case of slack- 
xess on the part of the Department in not testing 
the foundations before you got your estimate. It 

8 is a thing which should be tested first. Do you meall 
to tell me that this little piece of land is so dif- 

1 ferent to the other land in  the vicinity on which : you have erected 'buildings? 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I assume that if you 

have buildings a t  the Lodge School and you have 
: record of them, you will assume that if you had 
a to go say 20 feet deep for the foundation for them 

that you will also have to go the same depth for 
7 
: your foundation for this building; but occasioiial1~- 

300 come across a pocket or two in land around 
. which you are building. 

4 I am W?gesting that it is quite possible of 
to to see what are Your founds- 

t i o n ~  for  a buildil~g you propose to ereet although 
it is alongside other buildings; but how illany are 

as to do that' Even in private life 
You do not do it. 1 do not know if hon. members 
have been so cautions now as to have their windo\\rs / boarded up knowing that  you may expect a hnr- 1 ricane a t  any time. 

l 

proper staircasing and so on a t  the Lodge S c h ~ o l ,  
Mr. VAUGHAN: At the risk of being supm- 

fluous, Mr. Chairman, I must rise to say that I am 
glad to hear what the Hon. Premier has just said. 
I do know that at  a meeting of the Goverining 
B o b  we cliscussed the matter and it is some 
months now. ' 

We were told that this was estimated for and 
sent do~v11 to Government and I was rather sur- 
prised 011 reacliilg this Resolntion to see that i t  wau 
not included i11 this vote. I am glad to hear the 
Hon. Premier say i t  would be soon attended to, 
because I consicier a fire hazard ]is something 
urgellt alld Itlore urgent thall anything dealing 
with 

The question that the Resolutioln d o  .now pass 
2tpm put and resolved i n  the affirmatbe withozc: 
division. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE, 1955-56, 
NO. 19 

IIoll. C. E. T A L h I ~ :  l r .  speaker,-The next 
nesolutioll is the sum of $9,260. As is stated in 

Certain land, about 3'7% acres in  all, lying 
imlnediately to the north of the Waterford Cross 
Road owlled the Coverllment, has be- 
come available for its use. It is proposed to use 
the land for agricultural research into such matters 
;,S the of slnall scale agriclllture, irriga- 
tion cultivation practices, spacillg, soil 
,,nservation lueawres, and varieties. rphe results ,,f 
this \*orlC rill be disseminated through 
the Extellsion 

The total cost for the remainder of this, year 
is $12,250, made up as follom7s: 
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Non-recurrent Roads. suck-wells etc. $ 2745'0 
Recurrent Ealaries, field staff . . 900 

Preparation of land 1,480 
Establishment and 
care of cane crop . . 2,220 
TTeeding . . . . 1,000 
P'ertiliser (including 
experiments) . . 
Food crops. Estab- 

650 

lishing and reaping 
Reaping etc. of cane 

1~950 

crop . . . . 
Snndries ancl contin- 
geacies . . . . 

-- 
$12,250 

Of this ainonnt, a sum of $3,000 has been made J 
available from full& voted under Head XXI, 
partment of Science and Agriculture, Item 44, Con- 

+ tingencies. This expenditure lvas immediatly required 
for such items as weeding and fertiliser, in  order to 
safeguard this year's return from the land, and 
kould 'be necessary whatever the agricultural use 
to which the land is put. 

Expenditure on this land in a full  year for the 
purposes indicated is estimated a t  $10,750. Revenue 
for  the remainder of the current year is estimated a t  
$5,200, leaving a net deficit of $7,050, and ill a full 
year a t  $7,100, leaving a net deficit of $3,650. 

As honourable members will see, the Addendum 
is very full. ~t sets out all the material points; but 
I think it is my duty to refresh the minds of honour- 
able members on some aspects of the subject. As hon- 
o~ra'ble members would recall, under the (New) Agri- 
cultural Extengon System, the island is divided into 
three Provinces : 

The Southern Province the biggest 
parishes: St. Michael, Christ Church ancl St. Philip 
with 10,642 Peasant Holdings. 

The Central Province conlprises St. Andrew, Bt. 
Joseph, St. George and St. John with 7,429 Peasant 
Holdings. 

And the Northern Province comprises St. Lucy, 
-@ St. Peter, St. James and St. Thomas with 9,649 Peas- 

an t  Holdings. Each Pmvince is under the control 
of a senior Peasant Agricultural I l l ~ t r ~ C t o r  who is 
i n  charge of the Agricultural stations in the area and 
also the Instructors in that area. 

4. 
Honourable members will recall that although 

there are six agricultural stations in the island there 
1) only a limited area of land available for experi- 
nienkal purposes a t  the District Agricultural Stations. 
Hut few experiments can be laid dolm at the same 
time because of the limited area of the statiolls with- 
out upsettinrr data non' beina o'btained conceriliilg 
the basic ecoiiomics of agricnlture on small holdings. 

Much more rapid progress could be made if an 
additional area of lamd of say 30-40 acres were made 
available even on a temporarv basis SO that a larae 

, number of experiment.. could be laid down to obtain 
urgently needed information in a comparatively short 
'time. 
. There is a lonq Memorandum which sets out 

this (New) hg-ricultural Extension System and I 
think i t  only appro~r ia te  that I should remind hon- 
ourable members of the salient points. This Memo- 
mndum has beell prepared hr the Director of Apri- 
c-ultnre, and s t a t ~ ~  inter alin that a considerable 
~ o r t i o n  of the island's available land is held by 
peasants. 

Tn t h ~   ear 1947 the total poreacro of la17rl held 
7 ; ~  noasants was 17.292 acref of thiq total about 
14,WO acres were arable. I t   ill, therefore be seen 

that about one fifth of the total arable area of the 
island is in the peasants' hands, and i t  is felt that 
this land should be cultivated to its optimum pro- 
cluctivity SO as to cope with our ever $.ncreasing 
population. 

NOW, these are attempts to go into resiearch of 
small scale agriculture which will be demonstrated 
to peasants by agricultural instructors i11 an island- 
wide effort to develop small wale agriculture under 
the (New) Agricuiturai Extension System. These 
aemonstrations wil; reveal, such important factors 
as extent of ratooning. use of fertilisers, manures, 
soil conservation measures elld varieties etc. All 
those are the finepoints of agrivalt~lre which peasants 
need to know a great deal of. 

The object of utilising the 37v2 acres of land 
!yillg immediately to the north of Waterford Cross 
Road is ultimately to disseminate the results of the 
""~flimental work proposed to be carried out there 
through the Agricultural Extension Slervice, and 
"ppertains to all peasants; both those who grow 
Calles and those who engage in the growing of food 
crops as  one of the essentials of agriculture. 

Fkr the last period (1940-1953) the average 
lamber of tons of canes per acre reaped were as 

ESTATES PEASANTS DIFF'ERENCE 
M.29.01 20.57 8.44 

Sir, the amounts for expenditure are all set 
O L I ~  in the Addendum. The Non-recurrent, includ- 
jllg roads, suck-wells etc., total $2,450; while &- 
tument, including salaries, field staff, ~repara t ion  
of lalld7 establishment and care of cane crop, weeding, 
fertiliser (including experiments), Flood Crops, Estab- 
lishing and reaping, reaping etc. of cane crop, totals 
$9,100; sundries and Contingencies are set a t  $700, 
lnalcing a total proposed expenditure for the re- 
mainder of this year of $12,250. 

You will see in the Addendum that the amount 
of $3,000 has been released from the Contingency 
Vote in  order to enable certain vital work to  be pro- 
ceeded with. 

The expenditure on this land in a full  year for  
the purposes indicated is estimated a t  $10,750. The 
Revellue for the remainder of the Current Year is 
ievtimated at $5,200 leaving a net deficit of $7,050, 
'8md in a full year a t  $7,100 leaving a net deficit of 
83,650. 

This work is essential and we are asking that  
these amounts of $6,800 and $2,450 be granted so 
that the work of agricultural research might be pro- 
ceed& with and also the very valuable information 
to gxide the peasants for the Fetter utilisation of 
tl,,ir lRlld to he secured. 

I beg to movc that this Resoluton do now1 pass. 
Hon. R,. G. MAPP. I beg to second that. 
Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I sup- 

pslrt the Governmeat in their attempt to utilise this 
parcel of land in the way in which thev intend; 
but there is one evil the Government will have to 
seek to  remedy, and that is:  the Goveri~ment's 
treatment of the unestablished staff. Some of t h a e  
workmen have worked for a long time with the 
Government. They are not entitled to any pen- 
sion; but they are looking forward that  the Gov- 
ernment will agree to  give them something a t  the 
end of their years when they are no longer able 
to be employed. The procedure is that  there is a 
lollg drawn out investigation which sometimes takes 
years to com~lete.  1 want to draw the attention 
of the Hon. Minister of Agric~llture a certain in- 
stance, which has '6x11 experience. 
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There was a certain man who used to be a 
member of the unestablished staff of the Home 
Agricultural Station. He was laid off because of 
his age;  and since that date he has been constant- 
ly coming to me desiring to know what help the 
Government intends to give to him. J ly  colleague 
tabled a question here in connection with the mat- 
ter  and neither he nor that man has heard any- 
thing about it yet. That former member of the 
unestablished staff was under the delusion that he 
would be taken care of by the Government. I 
want the Government to take care of the unestab- 
lished staff. If you are going to give thein a grat- 
uity you should do so as early as possible and do 
not keep them in suspense. 
4.25 p.m. 

I feel that a different and better system should 
have been devised by this Government to deal with 
the servants of the unestablished staff. These 
people do a lot of hard work in the Government's 
fields around, and I think a greater amount of 
attention should be paid to them especially when 
they get old. 

I hope that the few remarks I have made for 
those poor voiceless members of the unestablished 
staff will reach the right ear, and that better con- 
sideration will be given to these people. I believe 
that by the labour laws in existence on the plan- 
tations now the plantations are supposed to provide 
for a pension or  gratuity for their employees wilo 
work there for  a long time and the Governinent 
should treat their workers better than how the 
plantation owners treat theirs. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Those who have listened to 
me on the floor of this House touching the matter 
of sinall scale agriculture in this island will k i~ow 
21ow welcome a Resolution like this is to me. I 
am going to quote a sentence from this Resolution 
as follows :- 

"It is proposed to use the land for agricultural 
research into such matters as the economics of sinall 
hcale agriculture, irrigatio npractices, cultivation 
practices, spacing, soil conservation measures and 
~,arieties. The results of this experimental work will 
!,c disseminated through the Agricultural Extension 
Services. " 

There is no more significant proposed experi- 
ment than this. I n  the colony of Trinidad a simi- 
lar experiment has been going on now for some 
years in small scale farming, in order to discover 
the basic foundation of such a scale of farming 
that would make a paying concern to the cultiva- 
tors. There is a lot of small scale peasantry 
throughont the British West Indies; but a t  present 
i t  is almost a total failure as fa r  as  economic results 
to the cultivator are concerned. It is a total fail- 
ure because of the fundamental ignorance of the 
small scale farmer with regard to the essentials 
of economic farming. 

There is a wide spread superstitioiz ( I  call it 
so) that the size of a holding best determines the 
economic value of it. That has been disproved 
time and time again in different parts of the world; 
and it has been disproved in the UTest Indies by 
the Trinidad ~xperiment .  But I must warn the 
Minister that one of the essential things in order 
to discover the possibility lof proving that small 
scale agriculture can be economic, is that the trial 
of this experiment be undertaken by a capable 
manager. 

The Manager of the Trinidad experiment was 
a man failatically interested in proving that small- 
scale agriculture in the West Indies call be an 
economic venture for the small holder. He was 
passionately interested in demonstrating that and, 

so far. his experiments have gratifyingly establish- 
cd that i t  is totally possible that snlall-scale farm- 
ing will pay. 

I have heard i t  argued time and time again 
that if you cut up the estates in Barbados, poverty 
and ruin will result; I agree with that up to a 
point. If you cut up estates and leare thein to 
be farmed with the traditional outlook and the 
traditional ignorance of the average West Indiau 
peasant as f a r  as agriculture is concerned. of 
course there will be ruin resulting; but eventually 
in the not too distant future, small-scale agricul- 
ture must be the foundation of \Vest Indian econ- 
only; and that is why Colonial Governments in 
these parts have been inainly interested in agri- 
cultural experimentation where the peasant is 
concerned. 

We, in Barbados, have been less so interested 
throughout the years than most other West India1 
colonies. There have been Land Settleillent 
Schemes taking place throughout the West Lndies, 
and many of those Schemes have proved to be 
economic failures. They have proved to be em- 
nomic failures because there have not been any 
conscious or studied attempt on the part of the 
Governnlent to make them otherwise. The agrieul- 
tural education of the peasant is a thing which 
if practised in the West Indies m'ith Land Set- 
,Menlent. will never be a failure. 

I ~velcome this Resolution perhaps more than 
any other R.esolntion which has come before this 
House because its implications are revolutionary. 
We cannot envisage the birth of this experiment 
throughout the area unless we see i t  culminating 
in the widespread multiplication of the present 
movement as the foundation of West Indian econ- 
omy. I war11 the Minister that inerely to under- 
cake this matter as a cane-farmer scheme will 
prove to be a failure. In  Barbados we cannot 
thinli of anything but cane-farming; and we feel 
that if it is not a question of cane-farming, then 
,there must be failure. I say that is a local fetish 
which is consciously and uncoiisciously felt by 
those who interest themselves in retaining the 
plantation econonzy. 

I am one of those who have become totally 
revolutioiiary when i t  comes to the building into an 
essential economy, the plantation system as applied 
to the IVest Inclies. The plailtation system was a 
child of slavery, and as such i t  was admirably wit-  
ed for its time; today i t  cannot offer einployinent 
a t  the height of the reaping season to the agricul- 
tural clistricts. I t  does not offer that maximuin of 
tmployment which would justify its existanee; aqd, 
consequently, we cannot envisage any widespread 
industrialisation in order to employ our surplus 
population and which will be a surplus for a long 
time to come. We are therefore quite correet in 
undertaking an agricultural experiment where 
peasantry is concerned. 
4.35 P.1". 

I mill warn you, Mr. Chairman, that we should 
follow and direct those experiments along the liner 
which obtain in Trinidad. Where there are several 
forms and types of farming undertaken. They arc, 
principally, the small plot for mixed farming 01. 

\~hich  experiments can be carried out with fodder 
grass to feed cattle; the sniall plot for growing 
canes; the small plot for yams and other vegetables, 
and then the smaller plots for vegetable gardening. 
You can therefore see that there is not one typ= 
of farming to which the Minister of Agriculture 
must apply himself, but that there are several types 
on which he must experiment to find out which 
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would be the most economic; I am using the worcl 
'economic7 in the broadest sense of its term. 

The essential thing about this type of farming 
is that i t  is undertaken by the tenant farmer and 
his family; they must be the personnel to cultivate 
and control the farm. Many peasants own not more 
than one-acre plots, yet that can prove to be suEci 
ent for a well organised family to manage. Bros-l 
crops are not essentially the best, and if a tenant 
farmer has to hire labourers to attend his plot, 
natul%lly, half of the real purpose of undertaking 
peasant farming goes by the board. The best peas 
ant  farmer is the one whom he and his family alone 
cultivates the plot. 

I will warn the Hon. Minister of Agricultufe 
again that the type of Manager wnich is employt.11 
in this scheme will more or less determine its succes> 
or failure. I do not remember exactly the namf 
of the &fanager i11 Trinidad, but he is a man whc 
has apparently spent his life in trying to establish 
that small scale farming needs not be a waste cf 
time either to the peasant farmer or to the total 
economy of the country. 

I can recall a t  once one man whom I am sr,rrj 
is not still amongst us ;  but he showed an  intenss 
interest in peasant agriculture during his term of 
office here, and proof of the comprehensive work he 
did in that respect is left behind hjm; I refe:. to 
Mr. Halcrow. It is my opinion that there can be I:, 

greater asset to any country than the establishi.~er,t 
of peasant agriculture, and i t  was that which ?AY. 
Halcrow tried to establish here. I hope one uf 
these days he would come back here and estahllsh 
this work further. I do know that persons 01 his 
type are very rare to find in these colonies, but they 
are not impossible to find. 

I will again warn the Hon. Minister that in his 
search for a Manager, he must t ry  to find on,: not 
with any highfalutin ideas as fa r  as  tropical peas- 
~ n t r y  agriculture is concerned; but one who jr; 
passionately interested in peasant agriculture, such 
as the Manager who is doing that type of work in 
Trinidad and who has proved that small scale farin- 
ing can be an  economic pursuit and an asset b3th 
to the peasant farmer and the people of the colony 
as a whole. 

Sir, I emphasise my conviction despite the skep- 
ticism which 1 haye heard here. Ssnall scale farm- 
ing can be as successful in the building of the local 
economy as plantation farming has proved up to 
now; and i t  offws to our people romething which 
plantation farming never offered; and that is social 
ftability. That is the essential thing about i t ;  it 
offers a social stability nhich no plantation syst0:ri 
can offer to our people. 

With these words, I can assure the Hon. Nin 
ister of Agriculture of my great personal welcome 
for a Resolution like this; and if he so directs his 
efforts, I am sure that in a few years' time, i t  will 
prove all that i t  can prove to him. He mill ther~ 
po dou711 in Barbadian history as the lnost suceessft!l 
Minister of the first regime. 

T7he Pht the Resolution do rzow pass 
was put amd resolved in, the afimcvtive without 
dimszm. 

SUPPLEMESTARY ESTIMATE NO. 20 

'Bus Concessions 
Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, the next 

Resolution is for the sum of $30,000 to provide 
working capital for the running of certain bur 
concessions which will be relinquished by the 24th 
of this month and which may not be taken over bv 
other people. Honourable members will remember 

the negotiations which have been taking place be- 
tween the Government and bus Coucessionaires from 
time to time; therefore, I do not think it is necesasry 
at this stage to bring in the long drawn out corre- 
spondence and discussions that have taken plack: 
4.45 p.m. 

AS hon. members know, we could reach no agree- 
ment. Eight of the 14 bus Colicessionaires have de- 
cided to hand over their buses to the Government a t  
prices to be agreed to subsequent to the recommenda 
tion of the Arbitration Board to be set up to go into 
the rwttcr. it  is necessary now a t  this stage tor tha 
Government to come to the House in order to get 
iunds to carry on the bus transport service as  from 
the 25th of August. The sum, estimated a t  $30,000, 
~vill  be required to carry on for a t  least three weeks. 

We are therefore asking that this Committee 
agree to the passing of the R,esolution in order that 
the Government inay be enabled to meet its com- 
ii~itnients in providing transport until such time 
(according to our hope) as some new Concessionairc~s 
should come forward to take up the routes that mill 
be relinquished or handed over by the present C'on- 
cessionaires. 

I beg to move that the Resolution for the sum 
of $30,000 do now pass. 

Hou. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, in second- 
ing this Resolutioii I wish to say that I hope to leave 
the island on Saturday next for the United Kingdom 
where I hope to continue the talks on the Deep: 
Water IIar'bour 16th the Colonial Office officials. I 
wish, therefore before I leave, to make it quite 
(clear, both from a personal as  ell as from a collec- 
tive point of view as a mesnber of the Government, 
that the Government has never said anythinq ill 
connection with this business that i t  does not rLltlan. 

There has never been the slightest hint by any 
of ns that we were putting out feelers; there has 
never been the slightest question of bluff or anything 
of the sort. But we are socialists, and we believe in 
the nationalisation of public utilities when they are 
not efficiently run by private enterprise. 

When the general public is suffering as a result 
of high costs or lack of supplies and matters of that 
sort which the capitalist system inevitably meets with, 
we do oppose the capitalist on such things, which 
are possibly not always economic. Nobody call ruli 
an alrnshouse for profit. Xobody call run institu- 
tioiis like the General Hospital and the Waterworks 
for profit. 

Our probleni with regard to the nationalisation 
of public trasisport has always been that. If we can 
control the frequencies of a bus service, the wages 
10 be paid and the hours a t  which the 'buses are to 
run, and the amount of service they should provide 
for the general public, there is no reason why the 
State should own them. If,  ho~vever, we are dissatis- 
fied ~vith the service, then public utilities such -as 
transport, water, light and power should be owned by 
a municipality or a oeiitral government; and a n  our 
actions in connection with this bus crisis have been 
actuatecl and governed 'by this consideration. 

I t  may be, that in  the long run, in considering 
an efficient service, (we have got to test i t  out for 
itself) nationalisation is the only answer; but if, 
(and I say this with some feeling) I am about to go 
to the Colonial Office to ask the British Treasury 
to be as liberal as  possible with its financial help, 
T-,e have got to give much thought to this question of 
nationalisation. To those of our opponents who keep 
saying to us why not nationalise immediately, this is 
the answer: we will always nationalise if we find that 
it is the only means of running a public utility or 
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ether conceril as cheaply as  possi'ble for thr  benefit 
of all the people of the community. But  if that is 
iiot the case, we see no reason why we s h ~ ~ l d  ~ p e i i ~ I  
a couple of million dollars i11 buying out all these 
buses if it can be avoided. I f ,  bowel-er, it is neces- 
sary, either teinporarily or permanelltly to ellsure 
a n  effici~ilt public. service, thcll ilationalisatioil be- 
ccme: imperative. 

As I said before, I shall 11ot be presellt in  this 
House for the llext two weelrs, alld it is for this rias,j.l 
that I all1 elrlphasisillg these facts. I xyish further 
to say that six of these fourteell C~nce \~ iona i res  
have said that tiley lvill colltillue to  run  their Isnses. 
In regard to  this, 1 llot thillli that n e  are beillg 
optilllistic ill that some of these people lyl~o 
thought that we mere blnffillg lvhell they see that 
mean business, they  ill certainly agree betwc>e~~ 
1101~ and the 24th instant to join with the other ~ i g h t  
~ollcessiollaires ill taking step. I still bc 
lieve that 011 the lllornillg of the 25th illstafit r!le 
Governnlellt \vill be these six Fuse.\ aruoll;; 
the rest. 

We are rnakillg illvelltories of these bus 
ccnipaliies hefaus(, do illtell(l to  buy 
junk; n e  illtelld to bu- is goocl ellou21, to  run,  
I am lnal~illz this particular phase of ill 
to :live last possible narliillg to icliot of a 
ConLPssiollaire hc thilllrs the ~~~~~~~~~~~~t is 
afraid of ruliliillg the buses. we are forced to run  

eight collcessiolls we are goillg to run theln. an.. 
Corcessiollaire or interested persoli \yere to  
ccine forward ancl say he is going to ta6e over, he 
call take As l.c,garcls the G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  
~vould  take  ha hat eve^ we are  forced to takc. 

1 do not thinl; I would be (loing iny duty if 
1 did not that  clear allcl precise statemelit 
;,S to my feelillg as a Ours is a collectiva 

x-hat I am .;arilig is not the feel 
ing of any  one Minister. K e  want to 
make it crystal clear tha t  110 Concessionaire can 
say tha t  the reason why he did llot offer to hand 
over his buses Tras because he TrTas under the  im- 
pressicil that  the Goreriimeiit was Slnffiiig. There 
 as no question of bluff on the par t  of the  Gov- 
eriiment. The other six Coneessionaires should fall 
into line ~ v i t h  the rest. 

Mr.  F. L. IVALCOTT u11tE Jil.. CEdII-FOZ?D 
rose to speak. 

Mr. CHATRMAS: The 1101;. jlunior mem- 
ber fc r  St.  Peter may proceed. 

Mr. F. L. TTATACOTT. Mr. Chairman, we all 
thought that 111 a matter like this, we would have 
had a   no re detailed explanation from the I-fon. 
Minister of Comniuiiications v h o  has now come do11111 
with this most important Resolution. lT7hat has 
struck me most strangely, is that the Hon. illil~ister 
of Connnlrnicatioils take11 it for  granted that  in 
this nrw idea of the operation of a bus the 
Hon. Minister dicl not think it necessary to give a 
f~lller explanatioil to the House as  to what led the 
C7Tovcxiiilent to ~ a k e  u p  these eoneessions and operate 
the buscs on the strength of hoping to get the 
approval of tht- Legislature in  this Resolution for 
$30,000. 
4.55 p.m. 

On 'I'uesday last he was not  dealing with the 
q:lestion of operating buses; this is the first time 
tnat he is dealing with this matter kecause the  note 
to the Resolution says this: "The Minister of Corn- 
mnnications, Works and  Housing hopes to deal with 
this Resolution in all its stages a t  next Tuesday's 
w e t i n g  of the I-Iouse.' 

He could not have dealt with this matter last 
Tv.esclay because he is asking the House to deal with 
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thc Resolution through all its stageq to-day. I am 
011 holiday but I took time off to  come here because 
tl,js is all important matter. I hope t o  hear some- 
thing more from tlie Minister before the debate is 
clo.;e(i. 

i n  sc f a r  a, the hirtory and theory of Socialism 
;,re coacer.ned, I do not thinli tha t  this is any  bit of 
Socialist legislation : because even from the last 
speaker 12athing Ii:ts been stated about the Govern- 
:sent's illtcntion to r u n  the public servzes in  this 
isldnct. TVhiii the Coverllnlent is sayill=: in  this:  
"Provided tha t  pi.opl? do llot want to r u n  the bus 
scrri1.t. in this lslalld along  he lines we say they 
hllOall(' run i t ,  ~ i i t eod  to take over the sert ic3p." 
That i k  a yery different thing from saying categori- 
call:-: " [t is oily intentian to t!lp public 
' ~ - r v i ~ e ~ . "  

The question of efficiency or icefficiency is not 
d l l i ~ e r e ~ l  at  this stage, beewzse the Governmelit has 
hhcl 9 Coililllittee of Enq:liry to go into the 
of the claims for inercased bus fares, a Colllrnittee 
nlhich I criticised because it was not a representative 
L'omiuittee. b l ~ t  a Committee which represented one 
~ " ' . t i , ~ n  of the PO~I'.~IIUZI~~S. The Ccnimittee 1:as re- 
l)orr?d a:ld it is 011 that Repcrt that  the Government 
IS dealing with this nratter. The Government need 
!lot hare be(-11 called up011 to gii-e any stxbsidy 
became the matter couIcl be v-orlred out very simply. 
I f  a lllall is not maiting any money on the service 
]I(. i~ ~'u~lii i i lg.  you need not subsidise him so as to 
capitalise so1nethii;g new which he has tc provide; 
there is no need for  the Government t o  say tha t  this 
snbsi~1.c. ~ a f :  proposed to be qiven on the hasis of new 
services. 

The 15011. Min~ster  has said that he is submitting 
tilis matter to arbitration. l'llis Chamber does not 
h . o \ ~  011 what basis he 1s sobmittirlg the matter to 
:arbitration; the Minister has not told us wl:y they 
are sllbn,itting the matter to arbitration, but  there 
is 3 f+)regoiir ccnclusion that i t  is not necessary t c  
hare  the matter debatc3d i11 Parliament. I ask again: 
011 what hasic ;S till: ~ i t a t t e r  going to arbitrntion? 
The Minister has not said it. Are you sending this 
matter to arhitra?ion on the basis of paying eight 
people J V ~ O  have not yet come to you?  What  type of 
arhliration are you setting u p ?  -4re you setting ni; 
3 olic-llzan arbitratioil or a Board. of arbitrators? 
Can you tell this Chamber arid the pnhlic who Ihc 
arbitrators aye? - i re  you going to  appoint local 
clrbitrators or pmple Proin outside, or are you going 
$0 gpt people froi:~ the United Kingdom mixed u p  
with the trsnsport scr.a7ice to become arbitrators for- 
Yo~l?  1s +hat  not illfor!llation which the public shoulcj 
have ? 

They ~ ~ ~ a 1 1 t  $30,000; $lli,000 for wayes fcir t ~ v 0  
"epics ancl $l,j,C00 for* ~asolene.  oil ;tnd incidentals. 
I f  the GQvwllment proposes to take over this qervice, 
cal17t they say on what bavis they are taking it over 7 

-Are the)- talrilig i t  over with the idea as has berq 
ment~oned in the Press, tha t  t h e  employees will 
~ W L ~ Q P  Civil ServantsB What  are your broad plans 
for talriag over this service' 

Another p3int is this:  there is no questioli of  
r t ~ a n i n g  the s e r ~ i c e  efficiently. You have stated that 
the service is not efficient; the mere fact that yo11 
hare these "piratc" buses on the roads meails that 
there is no efficient service. I f  J-on hare  reached that 
stsye to-day then i t  should be stated pnbliclv: "we 
Pep] that the trailsport service has broken down and 
wt. mlwt take it ever." But  it would be a dangerous 
policv to  .take over the  buses of these eight people 
and leave the others to ran.  On what basis are you 
m n n i n a  the huscs of these eight pe:)ple? Along the 
basis that .the huses of the other six people are run- 
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ning 5 This service which is rendered in Barbados is 
small enough that any single Corporation can run 
i t  efficiently. 

Too many cmployers to-day are working 
C I ~ ~ ~ G ~ P ~ S  on bare brain, anti they say that with these 
economic changes you have to change your economic 
thinking; you have to revamp things on the lines 
that each man cannot run a business by himself :incl 
expect to make money. I am satisfied that the ques- 
tion of transport is not o d y  a question of &.s.d., but 
the matter of redeeming the sitnat~on and making 
it a working proposition has not been told to this 
Ifonse. If you need a nzatter of $3 n~illion to pay 
these people in order to run the transport service, 
you need not (10 that. The Gorernment has 
nationalised gas in this island, and you have examples 
in the United Ki~lgcloin where they have nationalised 
concerns: but the British Ciovernment djc1 not have 
to take cncugh cash out of the Treasurv to leare 
themselves broke. Anyone who proposes that theory 
is not thinking of the realities of the rituation. 

At this stage you do not have to ~ v m y  as to 
whether this service is efficient or not; we have 
passed that stage. The Government is satisfied that 
the offer which they made to the Coiicesionaires and 
which was refused by them, is a reasonable one, and 
the Government is IIOW taking over this service. 
Well, if they are taking over this service, why do 
thvy not tell us how they are tlakiiig it over? 
5.05 p m .  

All I an1 saying Xr.  Chairman, IS that the Hon. 
Xinister should hare been able to tell the IIonse 
c~bont  such matters whe~l il~troducing this Resoln- 
i n .  I \  not that a fair proposition ab to how the 
Hon. Minister shoulcl have clealt with this inatter? 
iirbitratiun does not deal with the question of policy: 
i t  only d ~ a l s  with what is reasonable to be paid. 

'AThy could not the lTo11. Minister say that 
Goverllment proposes to run this matter as a G o v e r ~ ~  
ment Department, or as a Corporation, or by some 
strong board? Now can members or this Coinlnittec 
make a erit,ic~sm of it one xiray or the other? I do 
know that if Go~ernnlent runs it as a Goverrnnenl 
Departmenrt, the machinery for  dnaling with ii 
nnder a Government Department mill Fe too slow 

ITil! the Mini.;ter of Labour be looking after the 
co~ditiuns of e~nyjoyi~~ent  of the people who work 
on buses? IVill he be looking after the working 
hours of those people and saying tha. there should 
Fe a shift system? I will tell him that in clealing 
with the question of Itrages of those people, we of 
the Trade Union are not satisfied with the wages 
paid to them. -\VC do linoxi- that it is going to cost 
j7011 lllorc tlz;iii $i5,0fi0 a ~vcel;. TTTe are not per- 
petuating the system nnder which the people ~vho 
work on buses are paid by the day-. Those people 
should be paid guaranteecl wages and we are going 
to ask that they be paid a gnaran!eed wage eTery 
-,verk. 

I17e in the Trade Union movement are thoroughly 
cpposed to that antedeluvian method where you take 
pmple working ill a service like transport and pay 
from a slnall daily wage; that should not take place 
in a Transport Service \&ere a llzall is required to 
work every day and to drive a large number of the 
gtneral public. TTTe do iiot subscrib? to the idea that 
YOU should pay ?t man $2.40 a day, the result of which 
means that a man has to make up what he considers 
should hc his earnings out of the fares he collects. 
MTe do not subscribe to that indignity. 

Whatever n-ere the problems in the p a t .  we 
arc- ~ o i n q  to tell bus conductors and clrivers that 
they haue to play a fair game; they must not nov 
play the game which they played when they received 

low waqes on the basis that their cmpboyrs knew 
that they were going to steal to inak,. i t  up. 

If 1 lvay show Son how slo~l  ly Government Depart- 
mrnts 1:o1.1<, I may say that it has taken the Govern- 
ruent over t\vo months, nearly ten weeks, before the 
nanlcs di' the arbitrators were published to look 
mto a ~nat tc r  betwezn the Telephone Company and 
its workers who are in the Earbados Workers Union. 
If we had told tine111 to strike, somebody ~ ~ o u l d  say 
that cve are not respo~isible people. If that is the 
situativn yell are goiug to get when Government 
takes over this I)us Transport Service, you call 
imagine what is going to happen. Perhaps, when 
you make a wage claim, the Minister concerned will 
hc out of the isiand and the machinery of the Depart- 
ment for l~oliing after that will not be workmg 
bemuse there 1vo~:ld be nobocly there to make a I deris~on. Ireu will have a temporary postponement 1 of your life because of that. 

Sir, I must be frank about this nzatter. I ~ e t  me 
1 ask you again: have you set up a department to 

deal with this matter? Are you going to deal with 
~t as a semi-department of Uovernme~lt l Would the 
I~abour Coi~lmissioner bs sending around and asking 
what wages you are going to pay to those persoils 
~ r h c  are engaged? Let me make this quite clear to 
you: all workers have a r~gh.ht to join an organisation 
ancl organising tl~emselire~ for a purpme. 

I t  cannot be based on if someone wants a worker 
to be 01-ganised. Government should state firmly 
ho~v i t  is going to run  this service. I know they 
cannot run it like w h e ~  you send a letter to a He'ad 
of a Department, ne takes a note of i t  and then sends 

' it t o  t h ~  Minister. I t  does not work that way in  
commercial dealings. My ~varning on that side of 
+he cluestioii is this: I do not th i~ ik  the Government 
ha., a t  itc disposal a staff of inell capable of ruii~ling 
this transport 'business on a commercial basis. If 
c3;orernnleilt has such a staff, it should have been 
told to us at  an earlier stage. We shonld not have 
to ask the Hon. Minister for an explanation. 

I wollder why the Hon. Minister did not think 
i: ncceswry to give us an explanation on that a s ~ e c t  
of t h ~  matter. You say you want a worlring capital 
of $30,000; why do you want that $30.0009 What 
is the income that you expect to receive from these 
concessions when you take then1 over? 1 do not 
know if the infornation is still secret as to the 
?.easons why those people have refused the offer 
nlacle by Government. Is the reason purely that 
rile people are handing over these buses and not 
running their concessions because the offer by Govern 
merit is llot good enough? Moreover, is the Govern- 
ment prepared to take then1 over on the same basis 
as tlle Conressionaires? 

I have heard from someone that there is a Con 
ceasionaire who was willing to  take over the whole 
Lot of concessions. I do not know if the Minister cal 
pay i t  is a fact that someone was willing to take over 
all the concespions and run the service as a whole. 

It is my opinion that we have now reached th13 
stage where public transport is in a mess and there 
is no doubt abmit that. Will the Hon. Minister say 
what will be the cmlt of taking over this, service? 
I ask that question because I want to go on recorcl 
as sayin? that I all1 iiot diametrically opposed to an 
increase of bus fares. I do not believe anybody whrl 
is in  h& senses would be diametricallly opposed t o  
an increase in bus fares on the supposition that 
bus fares have reached their limit. 

I do not subscribe to that view, became I know 
that some members of the travelling public pay 

1 $2.00 per month for the rental of a Rediffwion set 
1 and that can be considered as something which has 



The question tkalt the  Chairman do now ' t 'e~orl  
progress a.nd ask leave t o  sit again was pzif asnd re- 
solved in Wle affirmative without division. 

Mr. C H A I R M A N  reported and Mr. S P E A K E R  
resumed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

O n  Motion of Hdn. Dr. H .  G.  H. CCMJITSS 
seconded by  Hon. M. E. COX ilze House adjownetl 
for half a n  hour. 
5.20 p.m. 
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not entered their life before. You do not go and ~ U J -  

a refrigerator before you buy a cooking pot; simil- 
~ r l y ,  you should not want to put in a Rediffusioiz set 
in your house if you cannot pay for )-our travelling 
tr 8 work and back. 
5.15 p.m. 

What I do say is this: Poll do not raise bus- 
 fare^ at  any cost to the community nnless you are 
satisfied that i t  is ilnpossible for that service to be 
maintained at such a level as l\-onld give a fair main- 
tenance wage to  all these people. You talk about 

Bus Concessions 

I 

Blr. E'. L. WALCIOTT: Mr. Blpeaker, beforc 
the Conlnzittee resumes I should like at  this stage to 
let the Millister of Agriculture know that it 1s my 
illtention at some future date to discuss the replies 
to question No. 10 tabled ,by me, so that the Hon. 
Minister inay be prepared to reply to my comment5 
, Hon. C. E. TALMA: Question No. 10 r e l~~ t i i~ - :  
to what? 

Mr. E'. L. WALCOTT: Relating to Labo~li 
Welfare Funds. 

171r. S P E A K E R  left  the Chair and the Housc 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, before mc 
resume I should like to say that I understand that 
the Chairman of Oommittees will not be present 
until later. I therefore beg to move that the h o n  
purable junior member for St. John be appointed 
to act as Clhiairman of Cornmittem pro tern. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The  question that the honoizbrable junior wtern- 

ber for Rt. John be appointed to act as Chnirman O F  
Committees pro tern. was put and resolved in tlz.1 
aff irmative without division. 

the capitalist theo.ry and you tall: about t l ! ~  \.ocial- zuent into Conznlittee llf't'. vAl;'GHAN being 272 th.: 
ist theory; but as soon as you admit capitalism you Chair. 
have to admit the question of profit. As soon a\ you Mr. ACTING CHBIRMAK: On the adjourn- 
say the opposite of this the nat~ural collconzitallt is ment the House was discussing a Resolution for tht? 
a fair return which means a fair ilir7estnlent. sum of $30,000 to supplement the Estimates 1955-56 

~overllnlellt subscribes to the vlellr that th,? Part  I, Current as shown ill the Supplenlelltary 

public should pay no increase ill fares for their Estimate 1955-56, No. 20, which forms the Schea- 

transport, in  order to give the people a profit, thei! ule to the Resolution. 

that means that they ha\e agreed that the Conces- Mr. F'. L. MTALCOTT: Mr. Acting Chairnial, 

sionaires are making p ~ o i i t  ahead).. Yet accordin=, on the adjournment I had made certair, points re- 

to them they are milling to give a 15% rebate tt) lating to this Resolution. I said a t  the beginnin~ 

the capital. On trhe other hand if yon are satisfiell 
$hat I regretted that the Hon. Minister of Coin- 

that i t  is not making enough profit and ~ I I  intancl 
municatioiis did not regard it as "neceslary to sw 

to take over his b~~siness, then he is to be giren 
more," To use his exact words. That statement was 

3ufficient as would enable him to go into any nrl\ 
nphelcl by the Hon. Premier beca8ulse he him-elf 

venture ,which he may desire. 
said inore than the Hon. Minister of Cmmuniea- 
tions who was .the appropriate Minister dealing wit11 

The most the Government should hare said is this. the ~eso~utiol l .  ~h~~ is smething which a bit 
if you want an  amount for expenditure I am goillg ' 

u n n s ~ ~ a l  for the Introducer of an important measurc 
to give p u  part of the amount; but as soon as ?-or like this. 
make i t  the h11 amount i t  will be regarded as an So far  as  the nationalisation of this utility is 
amount on both the old and the new servicer. Gor- collcerlled, I would say t,hat there should be no ques- 
ernment is as illogical in its proposition of a snh- I tioll \17~atsoever of the G~~~~~~~~~ not being satis 
;idy as the report of the Committee itself which fied that the service is not beillg run in the best 
said that there was: not enough "statistical inf~nzia- illteIest of the community. The Government has 
ion to make proper comparisous and reliable estim ,na,je those broad 
ates." Yet this Committee is satisfied that an Now, I cannot propound a theory for the Gov- 
increase in  b m  fares should be made. ernment, but we do know that the Hon. Piremier ditl 

Mr. Chairman? I undewtand that you like say at one time that he would mtionalise the Elec- 
an adjournment at this stage. I therefore beg t~ tric company in six months time. That is olle of 
move that you do now report progress alld ask leave those statements people sometimes make as 
to sit again. (a matter of convenience; but now that sober reflec- 

Mr. LEWIS: I beg to second that. tioil has talten hold upon him he is mying that he 

ADJOURNMENT 
would not nnationalise any industry or public utility 
unless it were in the best interest of tihe community 

Kow, you are satisfied that the private concerns 
are not donlg well; but the mere fact that you are 
being forced now to take over more than 5054 o: 
the public transport system of this country, shows 
how much you believe that this is so; now you art. 
asking for this Rrsoli~tion for the sum of $30,003 
to be able to r!m it. I'Ilihen will you be satisfied tl\ 
take over altogether ? 

A t  tltis sta_c/e Jfr. A C T I N G  C H A I R M A N  left  
the  Chair and the Hoz~sc continued in Cornnzittc, 
Mr. S M I T H  being i n  the Chair. 

Mr. F .  L. TTALGOTT: T repeat, Mr. Chairman, 
that the Governnieizt is asking permission to rill, 
more than 50% of this bus service. How are yolr 
going to rulz a public utility se'rvice in which 50Cjr 
is being undertaken b,r1 the Government and other 
people are going to run the other part of i t ?  Srr 
you satisfied ~l-ith the other six Concessionaires who 
are going to run the other part of tha service ? you call 
quite clearly see in this what the Premier himselT 
has said; that is:  it is not trh,eir intention at  all to 
run public tramport. According to him: we are only 
going to run public traizs~ort if the neople who are 
1~111ling it i ~ o n ~  should refuse to run  it. 

I ask these questions again: are you satisfied 
with the service that they are giving the public! Tf 
you are not sla~tisfi'ed with the service thev are givine 
you should be forced to run  it. How would you ru.1 
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a public service like this? I am not an expert i n  
public transport; hut if the Government is satisfied 
that bus fares should never be increased except over 
itheir dead bodies since they are satisfied that the 
public is paying enough at  present, and if the Gov- 
ernment said we are going to run this service our- 
selves, what is to prevent them from saying: I am 
going to byy all the tyres and all the things that 
this company is going to use for this service duty 
free? There can be nothing wrong with that. 

Nowadays the Electric Company does not pay 
any dnty on machinery imported by them; with the 
Sngar Industry i t  is so; and Cable aild Wireless 
pay no duty. What is to prevent the iiovernmenl 
from saying that they are going to nationalise this 
transport service ? Why delay ? Ji7h3- cannot the 
C*orcrimn:ent say to-day now that they have an oppor- 
tunity -10 do so they are going to see to it that this 
public utility be in the hands of the (2orernment ? 

The theory of natio~lalisation is not based only 
on the idea of a private company being able to run 
homething better than a public poml~any. They 
shu~ild not bt  held up to ransom. Kobody can blame 
the United Kingdoni Goverl~ment nhen they nation- 
aliwcl the Steel Indnstry, that it was being run 
incffriently. On the contrary it was an efficient 
service; bilt the Socialist Government 01 England 
did not wiqh to know whether the steel magnets of 
England were ~ n n i n g  i t  efficiently or not; they 
thought that the Steel Industry was one that shoulrl 
be nationalised and they nationalised it. 

'If yell look at this question this  v7ay yon will 
see that there are certain services that should be 
in the hands of the Government and not in the hands 
of pri-gate o-wnership, for the simple reason that 
the public in gencral should receive the benefits. 
6.05 p m .  

To-morrow if you feel that vou shonld have 
better buses and better accommr~datioil for the school 
children, there is nothing to p r ~ v e n t  von from doillg 
that. The Government is asking for this money to 
carry on the service on a t~mporary  basis for t~vo  
weeks, but the Government does not intend to tak 
cver this service as a nat ioi~al is~d :errice; T s a r  that 
from the speeches which have bcen made. 

This is a positive exzmple of fright: if the Gov- 
trnment were satisfied that they should take orer 
this service they ~vould not have asked for new 
Concessionaires. The Emercencp Powers Bill was 
passed on tKe basis that the Government wonlcl ha.-? 
to run the service. If you frel that this sorvire 
should be owned and run bp the public, you should 
say and carrv out the principie that the Go~rern- 
ment intends to take over publlc t r a n s ~ o r t  ancl run 
i t  in the interest of the community. Whether you 
do i t  tonlorrow or not, the Government must face 
the auestion of taking over the transport in this 
island. but not on the basis proposed here. 

If you agree that the capitalist system and the 
~ r i v a t e  system must run these bnses, you must agree 
to give rt snbsidp which is tantamount to an increase 
in the bus fares. Thtre is nc point in saving that 
vou are not agreeing to anv increase in bn;; fares 
hut you are aareeing to give a subsidv; that i.: like 
savinar that you are not giviny a man a 20% in- 
crease. but von will feed ancl rlothe him and alloa 
him to live in the house free. 

The real income of the buq roinpani'es has been 
increased by the Government', offer of this 1Scjr in- 
crease; thev have akreed on t)7_e remuneration to 
he eiven to the bus owners, although there is no in- 
creaw in the bus fsres, and the Government will 
cvcntuallr increase the subsidy on gasolene and 
other things. 

If this matter has been properly analysed by 
the Government, what are the reasons for not tak- 
ing over all the buses and runxing them in the in- 
terest of the community; tomorrow if the same thing 
happened ~vi th  the Electric Company, would you say: 
"I cannot take it over because i t  costs so much 
money ? ' 

I t  has been stated that Hon. Mr. Manley was 
anti-British, but you will still find that he can get 
a loan oversubscribed for his Government. Some of 
us who are pro-British have to be going up  and down 
sr as to get a loan in connection with the Deep 
T a t e r  Harbour. That is merely enpassarnt. 

llThat i., the Socialist theory when i t  comes to 
public ownership? That is not based on the ques- 
tion as to whether you can run a service or not; i t  
is based on the fact that i t  is so important to the 
well being of the public that there should be public 
ownership of the service. Some of the Conserva- 
tives arc now telling the Government: "You a-c 
wrong to own the buses". The Conservative think- 
ing has always been that way when i t  comes to in- 
dnstrialisation; the Government must go out of busi- 
ness; but today, in this modern age, we know that 
the development of the commnnity cannot be done 
on private capital alonr. 

A.: I said some tlme ago, some people believe 
that the time is still 4 o'clock; but 4 o'clock has gone 
and it is no~v 6 o'clock. What is the point about 
trying to be nalve in this matter? If you are going 
to take over the bns transportation service, then do 
it and tell the public SO. Many workers will be out 
of employinent owing to industrialisation; we know 
that people will lose their jobs through the construc- 
tion of the Deep Water Harbour; but while the con- 
struction of the Deep Water I-Iarbour will provide 
less for people, i t  will provide greater efficiency. 
You will have less jobs but you have to change your 
whole economic thinking in order to do the best for 
your community. If you are not satisfied with 
this public utility service, there is no question of 
t~llin,: me that you are doing this on a temporary 
basis. Should arbitration decide the policy for  you? 

The Hon. Minister says that i t  was not news- 
sary for him to say anything more; but more than 
what l 3Ior. than nothing? What are your prepara- 
t o  What i; the Government prepared to do? 
Let Parliament and Lhe public know. Do not think 
that thp basis which you are now putting to bus em- 
ployers will satisfy them; f a r  from it. 

If any member of this Hocise still carries on the 
slavish illeiitality that a worker is only there when 
37011 want him, but does not regard him as security 
f o ~  sonlebod., that is something which mudt be dealt 
with. There are people who believe that the So- 
pialist theory prevents them Prom getting together. 
When J-on pap a driver a minimum of $400 a dav 
1-ou have to realise that he might have to pay more 
than one-third of his wages for rent.  You know 
the type of food he has to eat, and he has to sit down 
behind a public vehiele for hours; all those things 
have to be taken into acco~lnt. 
6.15 p.m. 

T think I have made it clear what is the position 
so far  as waqes arc concerned, whether they are 
paid out hv Government or by the Concessionaires. 

I consider that it is right to let it be known whal 
arp thp implications in the bus service today. I will 
go to any part of Barbauos and say that if the bus 
service is_ to be justifiably improved the community 
mill have to pay for it, whether by your subsidising 
i t  01- bv vour paying a direct increase in bus fares. 
As I have said earlilr, I have been watching the 
propess of the community and there are certain peo- 
ple who have undertaken certain expenditures which 
cannot b. considered to be things of necessity. 



Should the Government take over the running of ihe 
bus service, the public will have the opportunity of 
linowing what i t  will cost. If vou are satisfied that 
the service is adequate enough, thmen no increase in 
bus fares is necesjary. 

To-day, the public is called upon to pay highei 
taxation on everything. Compalatively speaking, tk: 
taxation i11 this island compares favourably ~ ~ i t h  
&her countries in  the West Indie3. I n  the United 
States of Anierica where you have the highest stand- 
a r d  of living, you do ~ i o t  have the-least rate of taxa- 
tion. There are many places where you hare a l i ; ~  
rate of taxation, but in  those places you also have 
a low standard of living. 

Sir, I regret that the Hon. Minister could not 
have given us more inforiiiation 011 this matter.  H< 
ha, not said if Governnieiit is go~iig to rml  thi, ser- 
vice for  a temporary period of fo r  eight years, or 
whether it is to be ruil as a Government Department 
or by a corpol.ation. I am suggesting that  i t  should 
be run  either by a Board o r  Corporation because if 
i t  is r u n  by a Corporatioi~, the Corporatioll call 
make out an  estimate of what it would cost to run 
i t  and would be able to provide those things which 
are  necessary and by so doing the public will see what 
is the t rue  posl'tion. I see no point i n  tacking tli:! 
rnnning of ~t oil to the Government. 

You have to read where you will be called 11pon 
to pay pensions to the people 1~110111 you will have 
to employ to n l n  it, but  that  needs not to be so if i t  
is run  by a Board. You call remove taxation on 
gasolene and things you import i n  order to run  a 
more efficient service when you take it over; and you 
will be able to know the true v a l u a t i o ~ ~  of the ser- 
vice. 

IIo~wever, it is unfortunate that  in  iilany iilxpor- 
t a i ~ t  niatters like this, the Gover~inlent takes advice 
from one side and deals with them only from that 
angle. The G o v e r n n ~ e ~ ~ t  is more inclined to listen to  
what capitalists have t o  say than what other peopl? 
tc.11 them. It is regrettable that the Hon. Minister did 
not' think i t  necessary for him to give this Coii~niit t t .~ 
more inforination on this Resolution. He  said that it 
~ r a s  not necessary for him to say anything more than 
what he said and I consider that is very regrettablr 
indeed. The Gov~rnment  is taliing over the transport 
se~vice and rnizl~ing i t  for the first time and the Min 
ister for Comm~~nications does not regard it as neces- 
sary that  he should tell Parliament what Government 
prop,oses to do in the running of it. 

%fr. CRAITTFORD: The hon. member who has 
just sa t  down, apparently has a l e r y  low stantiard of 
appreciation for  the mentality of the Government 
I n  the couns~e of his remarks he said tha t  the Govern- 
ment after having m n  these buses for two ~ i ~ e r k s ,  
tvould then be in the position to see whether or not 
the service is ruii a t  a loss. . . . . . .  

I perhaps foolishly had assumed that the Goy- 
ernment had a considerable knowledge of the arail- 
rble figures that it would take to r u n  the service, and 
t a d  reached the decision to run it after having car? 
E~illy consiclered that  the bus service was not r u n  dt 3 
Inss. There call be no reason fod matters reachiny 
this point unless the Government is sure now that  
 hen it assakes  the responsibility it is  assumins1 b p  
tliis Resolution, i t  is not throwing away money a n 3  
tha t  i t  can maintain this service without a n y  increas- 
ed cost to the public. . . . . . . . . . .  

I agree with the hon. junior meniber for St.  Peter 
\vhen he criticised so caustically the paucity of infor- 
r;lation vouchsafed by the Minister of Conmiunicu- 
tions to-day; because around this table we are sup- 
posed to  be 24 business people owing to the fact that 
we have been entrusted with the expenditure of 
the funds i n  the Rtblic Treasury. It therefore can 
be assumed from that tha t  we have some appreciation 

(4 the elementary pl*iinciplea along which busines? is 
iun. 

Sir, I perhaps foolishlj took it for granted that, 
the Minister would hare  told us  to-day that  the Gov- 
ernment had estimated what i t  would take to r u n  this 
service and that  the revenue from it fo r  the two weeks 
would be approximately so and so; therefsre the Gov- 
crnl~ient i.; conrinced that in  asking for this $30,000 
to r u n  the serrice fcr  a fortnight, it is not throwing 
n~oney away. That is all that it boils itself down to. 
Certainly nobody would think that the Government 
in its right senses xvould lig@tly consider spending 
$30.000 in the running of lhcse buses for two veeks 
merely as a pastime. 

.I am aiinoyed to think that we have not been 
f :~ken  into the coiificleiice of the Goveriiinent and that 
tlie Gouerct~inent ha,  not presented us  to-day. wit? 
rome of the figures on which the Government h~ 
kased its final decision. I do hope tha t  this Comnlittec 
ib taking this inatter seriously. l hupe that hon. mern- 
bers appreciate that  we are borrowing these busis 
from the owners for two weeks t o  pun tilein as a sort 
of public experiment. I hope hon. inembers resl- 
ise that Government has let itself in  for the purchaJe 
of these buses. [ A  VOICE : 'They are not so stupid.! 
6.25 u.m. 

.A11 honourable lnemher says they are  not so 
stnpid. I t  is regrettable tha t  this mat ter  is being 
btuiglecl in the may i t  i s ;  because in  an  important 
matter like this the  Minister of Conimunications 
had 110 right getting u p  and mumbling a few words 
~vhen  he is responsible for thii? bus affair. 

\TThat are  t h y  doing? ITTe a re  expecting from 
the 2.5th Angnst to run  the buses belonging to eight 
Co;:crscionaires which constitute the  biggest ser- 
vices ill the  entire island; tha t  is, the  Leexvards, the 
Sationals and t h e  General. These services comprise 
over 100 buses. The lnoment TIT take these over Isre 
a re  legally placing ourselres in the  position in ~vhich  
we nliglrt have to continne to r u n  them. 

l ail1 a t  a loss to uiiclerstand what  the  Govern- 
n ~ e l ~ t  is doing, because the Seconder of the motion, 
the Hon. Premier, has expressed the hope that  if 
these Concessioiiaires persist i n  their determination 
not to reiielr. their coucessions, somebody else might 
come along and agree t o  take them over. I wonder 
if the Hon. Minister means tha t  this person is going 
to take t h e  buses over merely by buying the ones 
which the C4orenlnlent has bought frorn the  Con- 
cessionaires. If solnebocly come along and  take them 
Gver what is the Gorerameat going to do with the 
r e ~ t  of the buses. 

I all1 basing 111y assumption on the statement 
which the Alinister of Coinmui~ications made over 
Rediffusion. IIe said tha t  the  Government and the 
Concessionaires had failed to  come to ternis with 
regard to the conditions under which the concessions 
~vonlcl be reize~i~ed. The Government offered a 15% 
rebate on gasolene and certain other terms while t h e  
coiicessionaires wanted 50%, which of course, was 
absurd. 

Well now, this i~ what tlhe Minister has said: 
"I regret to state tha t  despite the  Government's pro- 
posals to grant  a rebate of 1570, subject to  review, 
the p?rscns concerned i n  the operations of the  buses 
consequent upon the passing of legislation, all  the  
14 bus owners refused to  operate their buses after 
the  10th August and said tha t  they would be pre- 
pared to  hand over their buses or, teriiis to be agreed 
~ ~ p o n . "  

1 NOTIT, let us understand this carefully: the con- 
cessionaires refused t o  operate their buses after the  
10th August and said tha t  they ~ v o u l d  hand over on 
terms to be agreed upoii. 
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H e  fur ther  said "The Government has therefore 
decided to accept the  o~vnms'  offer to hand over the 
buses to Government a t  prices to be agreed upon by 
arbitration." 

I n  other words, the  Government has contracted 
to  buy the buses ~f these Concessionaires who re- 
fused to renew their concession. At the  time when 
the Hon. Minister spoke only five of the  13 bus 
omners had decided to  renew their concession. Since 
then, the position appears to  hare  been changed a 
little through another bus  owner having decided to 
renexi~ his conce~asion; so that,  according to the in- 
formation we have received today there are  only 
r,ow seven who have refused to  renew their c m  
ctssions. 

Well non . in presenting this Resolutioil today 
tn the  House the Governllzent should have intimated 
more clearly and inore comprehensively what it 
was committing the public to. Only those of us 
who have the Rrsolntion before ns know tha t  the 
moment we take over this service fo r  ttvo \veeks, 
a s  we are  doing, we may have to continne for  mol-c. 
than two ~ r e ~ k s .  The Government has decided, ac- 
cording to  the  Minister's statement, to take over 
the buses of these Coacessicnaires; over 100 units 
with spare par ts  and all extra supplies. A conscna-  
tive estimate of the cost of these units and spare 
par ts  might be anywhere around a half ~nill ion dol- 
lars. 

I n  other words, the  position is this:  me have 
got to  pay for  these 100 buses; we have got to find 
money to keep then1 on the road;  to pay increased 
wages to  employees and  11-hat-not. If only we fully 
realise what me a r e  lett ing ourselves in  fo r !  

Are me prepared to spend a half million dollars 
t o  acquire par t  of the  bns service of the  country 
and  to  find inoney to  carry i t  on a t  current ra te  
mhethm or not we make a profit or loss? I sincerely 
hope honourable members will appreciate that when 
they vote $30,000 to  carry on the service for t ~ v o  
weeks tha t  before t h e  t ~ v o  weeks shall h a r e  expired, 
they mill be faced with a R e s o l ~ ~ t i o n  for  a fur ther  
sum of money to carry on the service, a t  least, to the  
end of the  current financial year. 

I t  does appear to  me as  if the hope of the Hon. 
Minister tha t  some other person will come alon,: 
knd r u n  the concessions on those terms is doomed to 
disappointment. You can r'est asmred that if the: 
were other people in  Barbados who might be milling 
to take over this service, no one would pay th' 
prices for  the buses which the Government 117ill have 
to pay af ter  the arbitrators ha re  finished with the 
matter. 

I think tha t  the majorit)- in  this H o u s ~  ~vi l l  
agree upon the necessity for  state o~vnership of pub- 
lic transport. Transport is a n  essential public ser- 
vice ancl as  such, in  theory, should be controlled by 
the State ;  although to my mind the public in Bar  
bados today is not concerned ~ v i t h  whether or not 
the State  o ~ ~ ~ n s  the public service. All the public 
of this country wants is a n  efficient service run  a t  
a reasonable cost. They do not care whether it is 
owned by private ccmpa~lies or by the Gooerninelit 
or b p  the communists i n  Moseo~5~; so tha t  apar t  from 
the  socialists clogma we have got to  convince our- 
:gelves a t  this stage ~f the econolnic conditionq nf 
this country, as to whether or not we call afford 
the luxury of acquiring the public transport sys- 
ten1 which, according to the people who now run  it, 
is in  a chaotic state ancl c a ~ n o t  afford to  pay its 
own way. 
6.35 u.m. 

While I a,nl in  f,a,vour of publicly-ownecl trans- 
portation sj-stems, I think that  these things fall 
into thz categories of priority;  and before I m o ~ l d  

agree to  spend half a million dollars nour i n  buying 
these buses I would invest that  money i n  some 0th-r 
way to assist in  the industrial development of Bar  
bados. I coulcl not take u p  half a million dollars 
now and spend ~t on buses, which would be of no 
use to the country, when m e  need agricultural devel- 

opment and diversification. 
Can you conceive what a half-a-million dollar?, 

investment along the line of agricultural diversifica- 
tion ~vould mean to  the development of this country'! 

We have jnst said tha t  we are establishing a n  In-  
~11:strial Develop~llellt Board; can you imcagine what 
if w o d d  inean to spend another half a million dollars 
in the capitstl of this Board and find employme~lt 
for  people? 'rhese bus employers nre employed to  
~ i l c .  7naxiillu1n anc? u7e cannot expand that  employ 
~ n r n t .  l\71iilrl the t i m ~  will come, T hope. when we 
shall awn o a r  transportation service and expand i t  
and n l n  it c.ffcicntIy, that time has 11ot j7et come for 
CL covntry l i b  this which has to import everything 
i t  xlients. 

I hope that this Committee will see in what it 
is involving itself by agreeing to the running of the 
t,us .;errice on n tcinpcrary basis for these two weekr. 
i f  thr. ernmcnt were ho~lest in a htlt it is doing, 
it \ : o l d  tell you that i t  wants inoney tn carry on 
this service for SIX ~nonths ;  but i t  does not want tc 
frighten you yet. I f  the Government has agreed to 
take over the buses and rnn them, why is i t  talking 
abou,t r u ~ l n l ~ l g  the111 for  two weeks? They are legally 
botziid to buy over the buses and they cannot get ont 
of it. The Minister says this: "The Government 
has decided to accept the owners1 offer to hand over 
their buses to the Government a t  prices to be agreed 
upon by arbitration." They are  bollnd t o  buy them 
hut with what?  And  r u n  them how? Could they 
r u n  a bus company i n  Barbados? Do you see a n y  of 
them with the slightest braill about buses, i n  a posi 
tion to r u n  the  transportation service in  this colony 7 
We are  living in  a fool's paradise and  we a r e  not 
r~al is i i lg  for  what we a re  going in. 

Th i~  bus o ~ \ ~ a e r s ,  1 repeat, -;;?re utterly absurd, 
rapac.ic,i!s and everything elsp to get a rebate of 15% 
on the gd~olene;  that was ridiculous, but the Govern- 
ment itself is still leaving the door open. The Premier 
says that other people will come in and  buy the buses; 
i~ there any  sense in putting yourself i n  the  position 
of buying these buses? Again, the Premier eays: 
"TVe want this money to o p e ~ a t e  this service on a 
temporary basis;" but he says he hopes tha t  othel 
p - ~ p l e  will ccr-ie alcng and agree to take over thc  
toncessioas. Thai means that after they have taken 
over these buses and they have refnsed to  agree to 
the terms of the Collcessionaires, they intend t o  offer 
new terms to  people to intereslt them in some way in 
ialiing orer the service. 

Ilnplied in  the Blinister's statement in  connection 
with this Resolution, is something which confirms my 
convicticn that the Government intends to offer new 
terms to prospective Concessionaires. I n  his state- 
rilrnt the Minister regretted that the  government'^ 
~ r o p o s a l  to grant a rebate of 15% on gasolene, sub- 
ject t c  r ~ v i e v ,  was not acc~pted .  The Government 
was preparc.d to qo into the matter 'a little la ter .  
that gave them the opportunity to say that  they 
were offer in^ so~ncthinq more. 

None of us wnuld be so stupid as to believe that  
if these bus owners who have been in  this business 
for y m r s  and were making money, refused to carry 
on with a 15% rebate on the  gasolene, you will get 
anybody to come :n and agree with i t ;  it means tha t  
the Gooernment v i l l  have to offer neTv terms. If you 
expect to offer new terms, say tha t  you are  offering 



these terms to the Concessionaires; but do not agree 
to take over the buses. 

The position is a simple one, but both sides are 
bluffing; well, let them go on bluffing, hut the Con- 
cessionaires have pushed the Government in the 
position in which they can sit down and say: "I 
have my arbitrator, you have yonrs, let up fix prices; 
if you do not agree we get an  xunpire. Ybn take onr 
buses. " 

You would not get one single person in Barba- 
dos to pay one half of what the Government will be 
asked to pay for these buses. I. know of two Con- 
cessionaires whose buses are only kept on the road 
hy the grace of God; and if they got $30 for them 
they will be well paid: [Lmrghter] but in arbitra- 
tion they will get $3,000 for them. 

I am clerply colicerned over thi, question, not 
from any point of view of wliat is good Socialist 
practice or not or whether through Socialist pres 
sure they are doing this or not. As the honourable 
junior member for St. Peter has said, if the Gov- 
ernment were approaching this matter on any basis 
of applied Socialism, i t  would come right out and 
say-: "We are taking over the bus service." 
6.43 p.m. 

Let me ask another question: where are you going 
to house these buses? On the morning of the 25th 
August, the Barbados Government is going to have 
100 odd buses on its hands. I do not know where 
Government is going to put them, neither do 1 
know what provision is being made for servici~lg 
and maintaining those units. I do know that thr! 
Department ot Highways and Transport is not 
equipped for maintaining and servicing units of 
that sort. 

At  the moment, almost each Concessionairs 
maintains his own service a t  his business place. 'The 
General Motor Omnibus Company enjoys the facili- 
ties of Messrs Eckstein Garage; the National Motor 
Omnibus Company has its own maintenance depart- 
llleiit and s ~ ,  011; what is Goverimlent going to do in  
this respect! Would it be' that everytime a bus 
breaks down that Government is going to send i t  t9 
it garage say like the City Garage or Eckstein7s for 
repairs? I am sure that when two repair bills ar: 
sent in, they will cost Government more than what 
i t  paid for ail the buses. 

Can anybody in  his right senses assume re 
sponsibility for keeping 10.0 odd buses on the road 
In good and proper condition (half of them has a 

If the Government were acting on the groul1d 
of the political ideology which they claim to possess, 

have been that the as a 
Socialist Government is bound to consider this de- 
cision aF and in the interest of the l'ob- 
lie for the running of public transportation; and 
therefore, they proposed to aeqilire the bus s-ruices 
of the island. we have not bqzl1 told so. ~ l l  tha: 
me have been told is that Gox~~ernment does not agrce 
with the terms of the Concessiollaires, and Qoverl?- 
m:nt wants $15,000 for wages and $15,000 for gaw- 
lene and illcidentals fa r  the runliing of those buses 
since certain owners no longer want to renew their 
concesions. The11 the Minister gets up and Gay. 
that Govvernment hopes soniebouy would come aloilg 
and take over those cor~cessions in the meaiz~vhile. 
I would like to be told authoriatively and correctly 
tlhat my ,assumption of the position is incorrect, b11t 
I see no possibility of being told so. 

I should like to have been told that W? are 
Fpellcling this $30,000 on xvages and gasolene to rtln 
those buses and what revenue was likely to be col- 
lected from those buses in that period. The Min- 
i,tel- must have some idea of what revenue these 
buses collect over a day and what they make on the 
various routes, and what are the takings on the vari 
ous routes. If the takings are $50 a day on a par 
ticular route, I am sure when Government takes over 
that route what those takings would be; but  I had 
better not say what they woxllcl be. 

Sir, I really callnot imagine a aoverninent 
which professes to hare a sense of responsibilitv to ex- 
pect to come in here and push thiq Rcsolxition don-11 
the throats of hwi. members ~vithout any inclica 
lion of the proceeds i t  is likely to get after we 
have given them this money to spend. who is to 
run these buses? Is  i t  the Department of High- 
ways and Transport or who? Are we living. in a 
fools ~ a r a d i s e ?  Is  it. as the Hon. Minister has 
said the other night, that Government has to oPer- 
ate these buses because of the lack of co-operation 
on the part of the bus Concessiol1aires; 01. is it 
in keeping with the Socialist theory of creating a 
Transport Authority in  order to start to run your 
communication system on a proper basis? 

DO not think you are going to run  these busp: 
for two weeks and then somebody is going to take 
them over from you- Nobody in his right senses 
would sit down and think of doing such a thing. 

bre-kar vintage) -without any repair or maintenancz 
facilities at  al l?  I predict that if the bus service 
is illefficient now, on the 25th ~~~~~t it xvill be dis- 
astrous, and q-ithin three weeks after that when you 
get bills for repairs, they will cost you 

tllall -hat the buses previously. You may 
be able to siB1 the vou('hers for the repairs but there 
will be 110 111o:lcy in the Treasury to pay for that. 

Sir, I a111 unalterably oppased to any effort u l l  
the part of the Concessioiiaires to fleece the public. 
111 lily opinioll, while on the one hand they can prove 
a case for an increase of bus fares because thew 
was no increase since 1939, on the other hand, I am 
convinced that the increase in the numbers of the 
travelling public should very likely compensate Con- 
c.essioiiaires for any increase in their operational 
costs. 

Sir, I am also opposed, if pos'sible, to the public 
lteiag called upon to pay increased bus fares, al- 
though I see no argument or logic for refusing to 
increase bus fares; but I certainly do not agree wit): 
Your going in this backhand manner and agreeing 

suksidise gasolene used in the transport service 
because, in any case, whether you increase bus 
c.r you subsidise gasolene, the public will have to  
pay for it. I t  may be a good policy not to increase 
bus fa~res and to give Concessioiiaires a subsidy on 
gasolene but i t  does not make economic sense. 

Sir, I do feel that in this game of transpoi t 
poker neither side has closed its doors on further 
negotiations; and that both sides are open to furthn?r 
discussions. I t  is my belief when the bus owner3 
said the>- mantect a 50% rebate they were only 
blufYing, knowing quite well that no sensible Gov- 
ernment could agree to anything like that. On the 
other hand, to talk as the Hon. Premier s p k e  about 
not giving them any increase except over the Gov- 
ernment's dead body \vhen Government had already 
offered them 15% rebate on gasolene and after tile 
bus owners have pushed them in  the position they 
are in today, is childish in the extreme; because at, 
the moment, all the good cards are stacked in tile 
hands of the Concessionaires. 

It is highly possible that the honourable senior 
member for St. Joseph with his super-abundanc? 
of legal knowledge has ignored the advice of GOT- 
krnment legal advisers, or it is possible that the 
legal advisers themselves have made this blund 
der; but on ~vhomsoever the responsibility rests 
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the  fact remains that it is the greatest blunder in 
xegotiations that I have seen for a long time; and 
I hope that there will be some attempt on the part 
of the Government to extricate the public from tht: 
position from which i t  now finds itself. 
C.55 p.m. 

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, i t  is not 
my aim to prolong this debate; it is only that I feel 
that everyone of us in a case like this would like to 
lender his contribution. 

I am going to begin by saying that this G m -  
ernment has been out-manoeuvred and is being 1e.i 
u p  the river. I do not see how I can support somt.- 
thing like this. I am fearful that this matter iu 
going to assume some enormous possibilities. I really 
cannot understand what is going to happen; the 
Government is being led into a corner and we are 
getting some kind of a pinch. 

These Concessionaires have waxed fa t  within the 
last 20 years a t  the expense of the public, and 1 1 0 ~ ~  

they do not want to assume their RSponsibilities; 
-they want to unload and must be paid to unload 

day- [Laughter.] That is as far as I can 
1 hope 1 am wrong. 

AS regards this $30,Oo0, if the Government can 
colivinee US that these eight bus concessions need 
$15,000 for two weeks wages and $15,000 for two 
weeks use of gasolene they should know wh.at the in- 
take will be. CHon. (3- H. ADADIS : Even the 
0W:lerS themselves do not know.] Well, the Govern- 

zment should not admit it to be their ignorance ton! 
.[Laughter.] 

I was listening to the Government for 
'Ome pronouncement to the effect that 
Company would take Over these buses If the 
Minister of Communications us that 
there is great possibility for a company to t a k ~  
Ever thew other buses run them and they wal't 
these to be a subsidised then, I can see with them. 
because i t  is the six smallest conlpaiiies that have 

-agreed to continue to run. 
The Governnlent has my sympathy in this nlatter 

because I see where they are heading. I am going 
to leave the matter at  that ;  but I hope that th? 
Government will be able to extricate themselvs out 
cf this dilemma before they go much further. I re- 
peat that it seems to lne that the Governmelit \vas 
out-nzanoeuvred by some ~ o w e r f u l  business men. 

M,.. VAUGHAN: Mr. Chairman, naturally 
this is a difficult issue to decide. After hearing 

the so~lle people be inclilled to 
feel that i t  would be all advantage to defille th: 
policy now being embarked upon by the Gover11- 
nient; but I shall never dwell in  the clouds o i  
,economic illusion no? wallqw i n  the bogs. 

1 have not yet heard from the critics in this 
emergency, (because seems to have h-;- 
gotten that  it is an  emergency) no critic has .-P: 

said: increase the rates a s  suggested by the Cc?m- 
rnittee7s Report. No; they are afraid to say that, 
because they feel that that is political dynamite! 
[Lazcg7eBev.] They have criticised from top to bot- 
tom but they have not said that. 

We a R  facing an  emergency in the passenger 
transport of this colonp That is the first issue to 
face. The bus ~oncessionaires say if you increase 
rates a t  such and such a figure we will carry on,  
if you do not we will not carry on. Negotiations 
have taken place; no agreement has been reached. 
The Government is not bound to meet the demand 
of the Concessionaires, and consequently an  emer- 
gency faces the colony. 

I am not a party to the idea of increasing the 
a ~ s t  of living to the working classes who nse tht. 
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buses. Lots of other things have gone up and th~tr 
is why bus transpart should be kept down. If the 
Government had agreed to make increases, they 
~vould have heard more serious admonitions than bve 

have heard today. 
7.05 p.m. 

 hey are not in any hot water nonm; since the 
bus Coiicessioi~aires have refused to carry 011 unlehs 
bus fares are increased to the recor~mlended figure, 
the Qovernineiit has to take over the transport systtl~l 
ulitil such time as they can filld rlew Concessionaires. 
'rhat is the plan as ta r  as I read i t ;  we are taking 
over the transport system u ~ ~ t i l  suck1 time as me find 
lieu Concessionaires, otherwise we are having the 
systenl run by the Government. 

You must grant the Government the simple in- 
telligellce of creating a Corporation as i t  has ill other 
jnstances; you create a Corporation if you have to 
earl-y 011 the transport system permanently. 1 am 
not afraid of defellding the Government in this issue ; 
the Goverllnlent has to find transport for the people 
of this colony. If the Concessioliaires refuse to  car- 
ry on, there is no alternative left to the Goverllnlent 
but to take over and run the system. The cost of 
ruiiniilg the system is not $30,0000; that is the exp-W. 
~ h ,  is the difeerence between expense and- 

[ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ t ~ ~ ~  
Expense is not necessarily cost; cost is the differ- 

ence between expense and revenue. If you sperld 
$20.00 to do something and you get ,back $30.00 you 
have made $1000. W. chairman, I may not have 
give11 a good example. Agreement has not been 
rcached; i t  has been tried: there is 110 alternative 
I*ut for the Goverllment to take over the buses. [AIr. 
CRAWFORD: What figures have they got?] ~ h ~ t  
is only a of accoulltancy; putting aside the 
cluestioll of the increased cost to the travelling 
public, there are several reasolls the Governlnent 
could not agree to the increased fares. The Govern- 
ment was simply not convinced by any figure shown, 
that the Coneessionaires were losing money; the Con- 
cessionaires could not put  forward any figures t ,  

their 'lairn' 

I n  these circumstances, why blame the Govern- 
ment for not granting the increased fares which 
have beell asked? I t  is all very a r l l  and easy to 
~oiideinn the public transport; as common in lllally 
parts of the world, if you lose money, there is a sub- 
" d ~ .  x a n y  things are subsidised, many Depart- 
lllcllts are subsidisrd and if i t  conies to 'hc position 
that transportation is subsiclised, there is no crime 
in that. 

I an1 not a prophet and I cannot prophesy any 
loss to the Goveriimes~t ; that would 'be sheer prophesy 
without ally foundation. I o11ly know that the idea 
of public transport being undertaken by the Goverii- 
lllellt ~ h o ~ ~ l d  be nothing which is beyond the imagina- 
1011 of this House. I must say we fail to realise that 
n e  are facing a passenger trailsport emergency. The 
arguinent is this: do not touch the fares, but do not 
take over the buses: you hare no right to su'hsidise 
the Concessioiiaire~ or r ~ ~ n  the buses; that is the 
essence of the ar,gument I have heard [Mr. F. 1,. 
WALCOTT: From me?] From all the speerdhes I 
have heard. 

Mr. F. 11. TTALCOTT: On a point of Order. I f  
the hoii. member is sayin:: that I said what he has 
just said, then he does not understand English. I 
never said any such thing. I  vent so far  as to sap 
?hat the Government should nationalise the buses, 
not the tripe that the hon. member is talking. 

Mr. VATIGHAN: If I am misinterpreting hiin 
I cannot interpret his English; but  \;hat I have said 



is the essence of the interpretation of all the speeches 
.L have lieayd. I t  is that the Goverilment r~lust not 
Illcrease bus fares; they nlust not subsidise t h z  buses 
and they must liot run the buses. Any other argn- 
lnent l defy any rational man to deduce from what 
has been said here this afternoon. I say that the 
Goveriinient is right to run the buses until such time 
as they call find new Coiicessionaires to run them. 
7.15 p.111. 

The fact that the expelzditure is $30,000 for t~vo 
weeks does not nieaii that it is a loss to this coillmunity 
by that amonnt. If your revenue becomes equal to 
your expenses or greater than that, it is not a loss. If 
you sp'nd $30,000 and you collect $25,000, you lose 
$5,000 ; you do iiot lose $39,000. But what you must 
bear more in mind is that the einergeilcy has to be 
faced and the only way i t  can be faced is by the Gov- 
ernment assunlillg respoilsibility for the bus trans- 
port service of this colony. 

Sir, I will iieyer support any measure to give a11 
iilcrease of 12 cents oil the rate of fares of bus trans- 
port to the trarelliiiF pdblic of this country. I do 
i:ot think the Government has anythillg to fear  hen 
it  realises that in supplyillg public transport for th.: 
purpose of the travelling public, i t  has prevented 
a substantial increase to the already sensationally 
high cost of living. 

Blr. CHAIRMAN: The cluestion is- 
Mr. F'. L. MTAT,COTT: Before the question is 

put, Mr. Chairman, I thillli the Minister should give 
some sort of reply. The Hon. Tfiiilister of Conimuni- 
cations really has not said anything on this matter 
when he iiitrodnced i t .  After all, you, are asking this 
Committee to vote $3~0,000 to provide capital for 
running these buses for two weeks and something 
should be told us on what i t  is based. 

You have heard the hon. junior member for St. 
John nia1;e some reference about not a loss. Tell me, 
how can any hon. member come in here and say your 
takings are going to be $28,000 if he has not been 
told so. Of course, every hon. member knows the 
mhole political history of that hon. member. You 
know the reason for the type of speech he is making 
nowadays. 

At any rate, the Hon. Iliiiister has not said any- 
thing on this matter. Where would you get anyone 
coming aiid suggesting, other than in Barbados, that 
with this sort of thing you do not propose to give 
any information. I say that we are getting too near 
t o  a dictatorship form of Government. This money 
is public funds; it is not money which is put up  by 
the Miilisters aiid nleinbers of the Labour Party in 
the same way as people get together and put money 
i n  a meeting turn. This is public money and the pub- 
lic is entitled to know from the Minister what are the 
facts to this Resolution. 

as members of this Chamber, are entitled 
to know why this $30,000 is needed for two weeks, 
or whether it is 'based on some system which GOV- 
eriiment proposes to run  the service. Can the Hon. 
Ninistrr go on a platform and tell the people in any 
 art of the island that he came for $30,000 to run the 
lrus transport service and he did not tell the House 
or the public anything about it. and the public said 
that it was alright? 

M7p are not accusiny the Government of losing 
money hv this venture, but we are saving that the 
~ u b l i c  should bb informed of the details of how4 the 
Government proposes to run this service. I go 
further by saying that none of the five Ministers 
would sit domm in Execative and agree to anything 
without getting full details. A lot of papers must 
have been circulated to them on this matter. I am 

sure they received copies of docnine~its with long notes 
explaining all information on the AIiiiute Paper. In 
addition to that, the five PIili~listers will sit down 
ton~orro~v afternoon before they go to the Executive 
Ccinmittee on Thnrsday and discuss everything that 
is on the Order Paper. I will go further and say 
that the I3oii. H. A. CUB-, x4ho is iiot an elected 
ineinber has got all the inforu~ation which I have 
asked for today. He is not elected by the people of. 
Barbados and if he asked a Alinister any question on 
the matter a t  Executive Comnlittee meeting, the 
Minister will be in duty bound to give an  explanation. 

Sir, are we not in the position to get even more 
information than a noniinated inenlber? The who16 
thing which annoys me is whei~ yon ask for informs, 
tion which you arc entitled to get, you are iiot 
treated with the coultesy of a reply. This is a Resc- 
lutioil which the Hon. Minister of Conzmunicatio~ls 
brought in here today and has askcd us to deal with 
throughout ad1 its stages today. How can you do 
SO when you are not given any information and 
when you ask anything on it you are not given an;: 
explanation. 

Sir, the Ministers feel that they are aloof ant1 
the people are not entitled to any information. How 
cm you tolerate this sort of thing? I t  seems to me 
that some of us must be martyrs. Read the debates 
of this Chamber. s i r ,  I am sure when the debates 
of the hon. junior member for St. John is read back 
tc him, he is going to leave this island again; he  
has made several hypocritical spreches. What does 
he know of the profits which Government is going to 
make out of this matter? 

Sir, all me are asking the Government to sax: 
is how are you going to run  this service? Are yov 
going to run  i t  as a departmental service or by a 
corporation or by a board? How do you propose ic 
run i t  for two weeks? What are your plans for run- 
ning i t  after the two weeks? I s  not that something 
which the public is entitled to know? Suppose a f t e r  
two weeks this system breaks down, what are you 
going to do? 

Hon. M. E. COX: Lest any hon. members 
think I want to be discourteous, I would just like to 
say that I am doing what the hon. junior member 
for St. Peter did when he had this portfolio to deal 
with. When he was a member of the Government, 
he waited until hon. members spoke on a question 
and then gave his reply. When I know that they 
are other hon. members who are prepared to speak 
on this matter, what is the point of my making a, 
reply' now, when perhaps I will h q e  to r-ply to  
some other question 

Mr. F. I;. WAILCOTT: But the question was. 
being put. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I did not ask that any ques- 
tion be put. I was prepared to reply. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: But  the Premier did 
not want you to reply. 

Hon. M. E. COX: The Hon. Premier runs his  
portfolio; I run mine. 
7.25 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I wish really t o  
make an appeal to the Hon. Minister of Communi- 
cations. I am suggesting that, a t  this stage, h+ 
should say something more than what he has already 
said. If the Hon. Minister does not, the chances 
are that i t  might prevent other honourable members 
from making speeches which they might be desiriollf 
of making. 

I am of the opinion that this principle of Hon. 
Ministers replying after every honourable member 
of this House has spoken may be alright in most 
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cases; but in  a Committee of a whole House, whir? 
honourable members may speak as often as needed, 
I think that critical situations are sometimes reached 
in  which the Ministers' intervention might Fe salu- 
tary. I think that is the attitudr: which should be 
adopted in such cases. Whenever the Ministers are 
posed with anything of great importance we find thern 
seeing and sawing. I am making this appeal be- 
cause I wish to make a contribution to this debate. 

The Hon. Minister of Communications gave no 
particular answer to a certain question, and oil thi 
whole he has made no contribution to the debate ori 
this very important measure; and I repeat that at  
this stage it would do him and uis Ministerial col- 
leagues a world of good if he could make a contri- 
bution to this debate. 

Mr. Chairman, I thank you for the privilege of 
having allowed me to catch your eye. I am all ior  
liationalisation of public utilities in any  part of th?  
world. I do not want the HOE. Minister of Colz..- 
luunications to feel that I am against what he has 
said. I may be against the method which he may 
employ. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I did not wish to  speak at 
length and I gave my reason for  that. I spoke not 
directly on the Resolution but I explained my view 
on the bus situation as f a r  as  I thought was 
necessary. 

Last week I spoke for about 1% hours during 
which tinie I read letters and part of the Committe2's 
report, and generally gave the House a full detail 
of what was going on between the Government and 
the bus Concessionaires. Unfortunately, the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Peter was not in the 
island then. Had he been in the island he would 
not have made the statement that I was brief; be- 
cause he would, have heard a lot of what I said 
prior to my introduction of this Resolution. 

This is just a temporary measure. As regardb 
tEie bus Concessionaires I pointed out tliat 011 t h , ~  
10th August the Golvernment had asked them to 
continue the service until the 24th August durjii= 
which time an  inventory would have been  take^:. 
Ss regards the question of spares, tyres, accessorie.:, 
etc., this is an  extract of a letter which Government 
sent in reply to the query of the 10th August :- 

"I havo the honour to acknowledge receipt of 
your letter of the 10th AugusJ and to state i n  re- 
spect of pazagraph 3 thereof that all new major as- 
~emblies, spare parts and such spare bodies, tyres 
and accessories as  are in  good servicable condit~on 
will be included in  the purchasel. As pointed out in 

ocec- your letter of the 10th of August. i t  mould be nb 
sary to make an  inventory of the items and units to 
be taken over by the Government. To expedite this 

.operation, the Director of Transport has been 
authorised to contact you with a view to his making 
the inventory in  good time." 

mhis will, T hope, satisfy the hon. junior mem- 
ber for St. Peter. As pointed out in that reply to 
their letter, it would be necessary to make an ill- 
ventory of the items and units to be taken over by 
the Government. To expedite this operation, thl> 
Director of Transport has been authorised to contact 
you with a view to his making the inventory in 
good time. 

As I said before, 1 must emphasise and reiteratr 
that this is a temporaryq measure. MTe hope that in 
the near future we will get bus Concessioiiaires apply- 
ing. [Mr. LEWIS:  Tell us about the ones who hav? 
rlot applied.] Regarding that, I hardly thidc that 
we call be very s~zccessful' at this stage in viem- of the 
fact that persons who may be willing to apply may 
feel that since negotiations v i th  the old C"once5sion- 

aires are still going on their applications might prove 
fluitless. That is, that the Government is likely t a  
come down on the side of the olcl Concessionaires and 
cot on the side of the new apphcants. I n  other words, 
they may' be ruled out. The Government is, there- - 

fore, hoping-[A VOICE : How do you mean ruled 
out?] When I say 'ruled out,' I mean that although 
ii~ventories are now being taken, at  the same time. if 
an old Concessioizaire desires to operate, the Govern- 

- 

~nent  wotgd not refuse to let him cacry on. 
We need the $30,000 for  which we are asking 

i11 this Resolution because we must have some capital 
c-ith which to work. It is true that you are going to 
c,llect fares; but you are going to have to look for 
gasolene, oil, etc., besides money to pay the employees, 
rncluding the conductors and drivers. We do not know _ 
what our takings will be. We have nevep since the 
~leg)>tiations have been going on, had any day to clay 
figures from any of the Concessionaires. They have 
ntver prodnced way-bills, which would show the num- 
ber 01- average number of passengers which drive in 
thein in  each day. I n  view of those facts we cannot, 
therefork, estimate what revenue we are likely to get, 
for the few days. We have calculated that  salaries 
and wages for a minimum of 314 employees ~voulci 
bc approximately, $4,500. 

The ho11. junior nidmber for St. Peter may b? 
glad to hear that we also intend to increase the wages 
of these employees. [Mr. F. L. WALCO'T;?' : Yes; 
t u t  we do not want i t  to be too paternalistic.] 

Two weeks ago we had a discussion with th. 
Labour Commissioner with a view to .fixing the wages 
for drivers and conductors. Under the present G g u -  
Idtions governing the granting of concessions thz 
Labour Colinmissioner is authorised to fix the wage., 
and conditions G; seryice for diiivers and conductors 
in co-operation with representatives of labour and 
~mploycrs. As a matter of fact, if I remember cor 
rectly, in 1954 when we were discussing the question 
.f transferring the authority for fixing wages and 
conditions of service for drivers and conductors, I 
held a meeting to which I invited the hon. j~uiior 
member for St. Peter as representative of the Work- 
ers' Union. He is asvare that at  that meeting we were 
rlnanimous that that authority should be transfer- 
red fr@n the Director of  transport to the Labour 
Commissioner. 

Nr. F. L. IVALCOTT: Nr. Chairman, on a 
point of Order. I wish to say that I had no discussion 
 hats so ever on the question of wages that were paid. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chainnail, I nevcr 
said that. What I am saying is that the hon. mern'ber 
agreed then that the bus drivers and conductors 
were a people difficult to  organise in the Union; [Nr. 
F. L. -WALCQTT : They are organised now though! 
and therefore he saw no reason why he should object 
to the proposal to transfer that authority to the 
Lcbour Commissioner. [Mr. F. L. IVALCOTT : A 
more private Department.] I am ~howiiig the auth- 
ority for our discussing this question with th. 
Labour Commissioner. 

We have had a discussion with the Tlabour 
Commissioner and we have agreed with liia 
recommendations for a,n increase in wages for 
the conductors and the drivers subject to the 
approval of the Legislature. We have agreed to th.: 
i:lcreases snggested, not much higher than what th;: 
kon. junior men~ber for St. Peter suggested not $0 
long ago. That papt of the matter is clear. 

As to the question of the taking over of the b ~ ~ s e s ,  
the lion. junior inember for St. Peter is strong i n  
pressing for the Government to run  the transport 
service. I am very glad to hear that he has chanp?J 
his mind in  favour of nationalisation especially since 
that debate in  the House sometime ago on the 
nationalisation of Rediffusion service. I f  I am per- 
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mitted to quote from the hon. member's reinarks on 
that question in this House sometime in 1952, thrsc 
are some of the rema,rks made by the 11011. inelnber :- 

"l\-(~ realised years ago that things are needed 
i ~ i  this coiilillnnity and we cannot fulfil them. We 
huve a twelve-million dollar econoiny and the es- 
penclitnrc. is greater than that. This is a colony of 
166 square miles; our resources are liillited and can 
anybody of serious people really believe that we can 
deal with things which arfe merely frills and trap- 
pings and not with the necessities of life? This idea 
of nationalisation is only making people who would 
I je willing to come to Barbados and invest capital 
refrain from voming here because they feel that their 
business iliight be nationalisecl. We are committed t c  
eclucate thc chililr(~n of this commuaitg~; in an  ignoir- 
zilt community you have more people going1 before 
the Courts than yon would otherwise have, and wo 
who have to worl; by our sweat ancl not va i t  until 
.c rce is ronunitted, have to see to the necess~ities of the 
community. An hon. member asks about the nationai- 
isa.tion of oil; how can you coinpare that with th: 
nationalisation of Rediff~~sion Service. " 

Mr. h'. L. lTTB1~C8l'T : 011 a point of Order. 
What comparisoll is there between the nationalisn- 
tion of Recliffnsion and the nationalisatioiz of public 
transport ! I ask, what would you nationalise Rediffu- 
s o n  for, ~vhen everybcdy is putting the service i11 his 
E ouse ! 

ZIou. A l .  E. C O S  : The hon. member said a t  that 
time that nationalisation would run people from 
liarbados. 

Mr. B. 1,. \17ALCOT'L' : I am one of those human 
beings ~ ~ : h o ,  if 1 s_ay anything 10 years ago, I slill 
!tiailztain my view today. The ILo11. Miilistei4 is refer- 
ring to an Address which was niovecl by the hon. 
junior member for St. George for the nationalisation 
01 RedifYusion and I was spealiing against nationalisa- 
tion of that service. The 15011. Minister callnot take 
nationali,ation out of its broad context: I spoke 
against the iiationalisation of the Rediffusion ser- 
vice and I drew a comparison between oil and R l -  

diffusion. I s  the honourable member saying that r 
am not in favour of nationalising public transport 
today when I have said that I am in favour of tha t?  
I say, nationalise it. 

Hon. 11. E. COX: I feel that nationalisi~~g 
KedifTr15ion service would be as important as national.. 
ising the transport system.. [Mr. E.  D. MOTTLET : 
Shame ! Stupid ! Oh. KO.] Recliffusion is educational. 

The hon. member referred to the Rediffusior~ 
service in people's houses and he considered i t  as a 
luxuq-. [Mr. LEWIS : That is not the debate now. 1 
--People do not put Rediffusion in their houses bc 
cause they* think it is a luxury.-- 

Mr. F. L. TT-ALCOTT: 1 never said that Re- 
diffusion was a lnxrurg. I related horn poor people arc3 
putting Rediffnsion in their homes and paying @.C13 
a month for it, and frotn that I went on to speak 
t~bout l'rfrigeration. If your income has increased you 
should providr rrfrigeratioa. 1 said that I do not 
r:~tbscribe to any increase in bus fares. 

Hon. N. E. COX: If the hon. member says he 
did not feel that Rediffusion was a luxury, I will not 
wori-y with that. I an1 convinced that Rediffusion 
is an  edncational service to the people of thi~s island, 
bccaus~ they \r-aiit to know what is happening 

As 1 have alrJeady said, I cannot give allythin? 
concrete this afternoon because, for example, there 
are two p~.rsons ~yho have applied for conces 
sions. Sothing, 110~1-erer, can be done at this stage in 
view of the fact that the present owners of those 
buses are contractiiip with the Government. Unles.; 
and until the contracting is finished, nothing can be 
done in  that matter. We are responsibIe to them, 

they are responsible to us, and not to somebody ~ v h r  
might be successful in getting a concession. 

As  I told the hon. member, 1 would have to bz 
\.ague on the question until we have settled matters 
v.ith the present bus o~miers; I have pointed out that 
the Goveriiment is p~epared  to take over the buses- 
and all serviceable accessories from these Concession- 
aires or bus owners who are unwillipg to operate the 
service. 
5.45 p.m. 

If i t  reaches that stage as was suggested by the 
hon. junior member for St. John, the Goveriiment 
would run the service on any route i t  has to as 
a corporation and not really as a Government De- 
partment. That has been a decision of the Govern- 
ment. 

There is only one other thing to which I would 
like to reply and it is something to which the hon. 
senior member for St. Philip made reference when 
he talked about playing pciker. I want to assure 
him that I know nothing of playing poker; the only 
gambling which I understand is buying a sweep- 
stake ticket. 

The hon. junior member for St. Philip in the 
course of his remarks said that the Government 
seemed as if it were led up a river. I want to 
assure him that the Government is not led up any 
river despite what the hon. senior member for St. 
Philip has said; that is, if Government has to buy 
these buses, for a bus which is worth $30 the Gov- 
ernment will have to pay $3,000. 

Sir, in view of the fact that negotiations are 
still going on, I will not comment on anything so 
far  as that is concerned. However, I should like ' to tell this House that the Government has appointed 
as their arbitrator the Hon. K. R. Hunte; and Yr. 
D. Sayers of Department of Highways anrd Trans- 
port, and Mr. L e ~ n  Alleyne of the Fort  Royal Gar- 
age will be Government's valuers. Negotiations a re  
going on in the matter and we are asking this Com- 
mittee to vote this $30,000 as working capital t c  
start the buses which Government proposes to run 
on the 25th instant. 

O n  motion of Hon. Dr. H .  G. H .  CUMfMINS;  
seconded b y  Hon.  31. E. COX, Mr. C H A I R M A N  
reported progress and asked fo r  leave for t72e C'om- 
wi t tee  to  sit ag&n 

Mr. Speaker reszcmed t 7 ~ e  Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

Ho11). Dr. H. G. CUM3IINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg 
to move that this House do now adjourn for t h ree  
quarters of an hour. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question was put  and agreed t o  and Mr,- 

Speaker adjoz~lrnecl t71e House accordingly. 
7.55 p.m. 

.COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY C'TD 

Bus Concessions 

O n  re-assembling, 
Mr. SPEAIIER: On the adjournment the. 

House was in Committee of Supply. 
Mr. Speaker le f t  the  C h d r  and the  Houss  

~resunted Cmmzit tee of Suppry ,  Mr.  S m i t h  being i.t~ 
t h e  Ghaifi. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. junior member for 
the City may proceed with his speech. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, this is undoubt- 
I vdly one of the biggest questions that  this House has; 1 had before i t  for a loop time; i t  is a question of 
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nationalisation. 011 the previous occasion when this 
House had some form of nationalisation to consider, 
i t  was a case of Governinent taking over the Gas 
Company. Of course, that was only a partial nation- 
alisation; because i t  was only natural gas they were 
distributing ancl it was just a case of changing the 
persons who are n o ~ v  going to distribute it. But 
the matter no11- before us is one of far-reaching con- 
sequence. I t  is one that is f a r  more difficult to con- 
trol than the mere distribution of gas; and it is 
finally, one in ~vhich the Government can be taken 
literally for a ride, if they make any mistakes. 
Therefore, i11 the light of what 1 have just said, it 
is imperative that they shonld secure people of the 
highest integrity and strongest will to work in this 
proposecl Corporation, if i t  is to be a success. 

I am one of thbse people ~vho  favour the nation- 
alisation of the public utility services of any coun- 
try, and that is no revolutionary idea. I11 some of 
the biggest capitalistic countries of the world, the 
public utility services are nationalised, and rightly 
so, in the interests of the people of the country as a 
uho,le. I am therefore, a bit sorry to hear the tilllid 

way in which this socialist Government is taking this 
matter of the transport system of this island. Even 
now i t  appears that they are still hoping that they 
will not have to assume the responsibility of running 
i t  but that some other interested and enterprising 
parties will apply for the concessions ~vhich they 
themselves anticipate taking over as froni the 24th 
instant. 

I t  ~vonld seem that this is another opportunity 
to tell the Government, and rightly so, that they 
have or seem to have no policy. Lf they had a policy 
towards nationalisation they mould be able to fit 
these services into it jnst as they hare fitted other 
things like inclnstrialisation into their pioneer sys- 
tein by the principle of granting concessions. In- 
Stead they dally with matters of crisis; and 1 innst 
say that in some instances, they have brcnght on 
this crisis themselves. 

There is no getting away from the fact that the 
bus Concessionaires are either unable or unwilling 
to supply all the- necessary evidence to prove, be- 

-%- yond doubt, that they are losing money. The GOV- 
ernment on the other hand has no evidence to prove 
that  they are making moller and that is where the 
dilemma has arisen. I go so far  as to tell the GGT- 
ernment that I agree with them that there has been 
no bluffing so far  as their intentions regarding the 
question of nationalisation is concerned. T can 
vouch that at some time or other they must assume 
that  responsibility; and if they have it thrown upon 
them so much the better. They rnust learn to get 
out of a crisis. 

I t  seems ironical that this House has gone on 
recr~rd as having passed an Adclress on the national- 
isation of public ntility service\ to IIis Excellent!- 
the Governor; ancl it is ironical that the very pnblic 
utility service that was not di~cwsserl on that  occa- 
sion is the very same that the Goveri~ment no1v finds 

g itself in the pos i t i~n  of having to take over. 
Now, T have read many articles in the local 

newspapers and many letters about what is nonr 
termed as 'this emergency'; but I am afraid that no 
newspaper in this island has seen fit to devote a 
page (or two if one is not enough) to the printing 
of the proposed increases in the bus fares. I t  may 
have been done, but I have not seen it. 

I gather from what I have seen in the news- 
papers that the Report of the Committee appointed 
to investigate the claims of the bus Conc~ssionaires 
etc., has been published in the local press; but no- 
where have I seen any publication of these inercases 
a s  set out in the Appendix to this Report neither in 

d 

the Gcvernment press nor anywhere else. [A I VOICE: The Goverilinent has no press.] Well let 
them get one. ' I am ~vondering why the increases have not been 
published. I know that the daily press have stated 
that the Government is engaging in a great deal of 
correspondence regarding final arrangements with 
the bus Concessionaires; but why could they not 
ptjblkh these things? I understand that the press 
would have done i t  if they were paid. 

3!Iy argument is that Government should allow 
the travelling public and the rest of the populace to 
lmow exactly what the increases were. The maxi- 
,mum charges ark all set out here in the1 Appendix 
t o  the Committee's Rleport. 

I n  Route one, for instance, the maximum charge 
was originally 18 cents, and is now 22 cents; that 
is, the maximum increase for that particular route 
a t  least, is four cents. I n  another instance the maxi- 
rnum increase is 8 cents, and I heard one honourable 
member say-I think he mentioned six cents. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Chairman, i t  was I who 
used the figure 6 cents; and that  means only from 
the terminal to Town. But the honourable member 
has forgotten the return to the terminal. What I 
really meant was 6 cents going and 6 cents coming. 

Mr. LEWIS: In  another instance i t  would be 
a n  increase of 18 cents. I feel that the information 
in this Appendix is information that  should be 
passed on to the general public. I cannot see why 
the Government has not taken steps to publish it, 
since they are of the opinion that the fares should 
not go up even though they admit that they should 
subsidise the transport system of the Colony. 

Now, if the Government had a policy, as  I said 
just now, they could probably make terms to  in- 
clude something like this: if any bus Coilcessionaire 
does not accept my terms and he refuses to run, then 
the entire system in the island will be taken over 
I m-ill not be a party to this idea of partial taking 
over of a public utility. You cannot take i t  over 
effectively in  that way. [A VOICE: By advertis- 
ing the people?] I am nothing to do with advertis- 
ing somebody; all I am concerned with in that par- 
ticular case is that you shonld get something for the 
public's money. I t  is no use telling me that  you 
are patting some poor person out by taking away 
their buses; because you have already brought leg- 
islation in here that will result in the taking away 
of the living of the man who runs the 'pirate' buses. 

Sow, my own opinion is that  i t  is probable that  
the Government may feel that  they have some man- 
date to take over the buses because they refused to 
grant the Concessionaires the increases recommend- 
ed. But I ~vould have liked to see the debate m 
this subject postponed so that the Government, 
miqht know that this question of spending money 
nut of the Treasury should have had the views of 
both Houses of the Legislature; th&Yls, that  some 
Message ought to have been sent to the entire Legis- 
lature and their opinions on this question ascer- 
tained. The Government is, therefore, in an awk- 
ward position. I do not know if nati~nalisation was 
not an item of their campaign policy and that  is why 
they have endeavoured to dodge it. 

I have constantly repeated this: that  the morn- 
ing after a Report is handed into the Government it 
shonld be in the hands of the local press and pub- 
lished as soon as possible. I t  is public property sincc 
i t  is paid for out of public funds. 

If nationalisation had come about as a result of 
an espressioiz of opinion of both Houses of the 
Legislature, the Government would have had cer- 
tain views put before it. They might have been 
told to negotiate; they might have been told that, 
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a t  least, there are certain inter-route fares that 
might be increased; although the overall run need 
not be increased. 
9.00 p.m. 

I t  means that those people who are living far  in 
the country will have to pay a lot more for the sys- 
tem, and that could be helped by the Governinellt 
taking over any set of concessions. A public utility 
system like this must be run in such a way that 
what you lose on the roundabout you gain on the 
swing; you must not give somebody around the 
street a lucrative concession and make i t  difficult 
for others in the country to run unless i t  is done a t  
a n  exorbitant price. 

I n  an earlier debate, the 'Government ~vould have 
had an idea as to whether i t  should set np a Cor- 
poration to run this transport service. 1 am sorrj 
to  see the way in which the matter has been handled; 
I wonder who is responsible for misleading the Gov- 
ernment in this issue, because somebody has misled 
them. I t  might have beell said that the Government 
is anxious to run this service and i t  is discovered 

method of abolishing the Bus Stand. Let them 
einploy a sufficient number of people on shifts to 
run this business, and if there is any waiting for a 
bus to be done, let i t  be done a t  the other end of 
the line. The only Bus Stand you want is the Bus 
Stand for co~nltry buses; ~vhen a country bus goes 
into the Square, let i t  take up passengers and go 
back out. You can regulate the time and the rate 
of travelling so that passengers mould not have to 
b!: carried a t  any great speed. I t  does not appear t o  
me that the Concessioiiaires wanted the passengers 
who 1~4ait on the road for them; when people are left 
on the road, why do they not send cars for them? 

The next thing is that the Concessionaires 
should not be allowed to feel that they have a per- 
fect right to the passengers on the roacl, that passen- 
gers must be reserved for them ancl that  the bnses 
can 2ass people who are waiting a t  "bus stops" 
without any signification being made that there is 
no more room for passengers. 
9.10 D.112. 

that  i t  is not so. If the Government has not got the 
Corporation set up as yet, they might be able to use 
the service of the Highways and Transport Board 
in a temporary capacity in the same way as they 
make use of the  id^^^^^^ 1 - 1 ~ ~ ~ ; ~ ~  ~~~~d for do- 
ing their business outside the Bridgetown area. If 
we could have got the views of honourable members 
not a t  the time of the crisis but a t  the time when 
clearer thinking mould have been the order of the 
day, more wholesome ideas and workable sugges- 
tions would have been put  bdore  the Government. 

If this Government does take over this service, 
i t  Cannot take i t  over for any two-week period; that 
is absurd. If all we have heard from the Govern- 
n ~ e n t  is true, this Resolution should have been for 
all alllollnt of a t  least $300,000. I t  is of no use tell- 
lllg me that YOU will get revenue because if you 
have not got a Corporation you will have to put 
that izloney into the Treasury. 

What are you prepared for? yen have not told 
us that you are going to use the bus fares u,hen you 
receive them; what method are you going to adopt? 
Do you not think that you could credit the gasolene 
far t ~ \ ~ o  ~veelrs? People will 'be willing to credit 
you with the gasolene and the oil because they Tvill 
have these items on their hands. 

1 do 11ot think that any m m b e r  of this G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -  
ment has any right to say that an  impartial person 
could not take up this matter and show that they 
thelnselves are not bluffing a t  this late hour. Let 
them show the bus Concessionaires that they mean 
business. I have heard that they are getting ready 
to build cages so as to receive the money from the 
bus conductors. If you are running anything like 
seven or eight concessions and leaving somebody else 
to run the others, then get the gasolene free of duty, 
along with the oil and everything else; otherwise 
YOU will have to allo~v them to increase their bus 
fares. 

What arrangements have you arrived a t  with 
these six people about paying increased salaries to 
their employees? These employees are now in the 
Trade Union; the crisis has done them the favour 
of opening their eyes to the fact that they should 
have been in the Union ever since. With whom are 
you going to negotiate in this matter? Does the 
Labour Commissioner deal with the Union as 
ployer or does he come in as mediator? In  an earlier 
debate you would have had a few suggestions from 
honourable members. 

There are two more suggestions which I have 
t o  make. Let the Government consider seriously 
giving the ~ e o p l e  a bus service and t ry  out the ' 

NOW, Sir, I come to the things called "pirate" 
buses. That i~ a very dicficult question. Really and 
truly, those busw are not buses; per- 
form a n  auxiliary1 service to the regular passenger 
semice; and I that if you force them 
routes on which they run  before You have luggage 
compadrnents in the buses, that the 
take action 'gainst you' 

There are many people who ''lne Out of their 
Or places of work to a bus and if' 

body offered them a lift, they would not get t@ tow0 
or get out of the City. There is only one bus route 
with I am familiar and that is the one on 
I travel from my home to the City. I how of the 
inconvenience suffered  by^ people waiting on buses; 
therefore I can speali of it. 

Sir, I think the speech of one honourable mem- 
ber is going to make his means of tramport rather 
acute. I also know that there is one other honour 
+ble rneinber who shares my misfortune in havi~lg 
to use buses as a means of trallsport.   he bus ser- 
vice which we have is of great inconvenience to us 
;t-'ld 1 think every motor car should be taken a~vay 
from every Minister and compel them to  use buses 
so that they mould know what i t  i s  t o  travel bp 
this mode of transport. I t  is 'a fact that  bus Conces- 
sionaires would not move their has unlesis it is full, 
SO whether they carry half or more passengers, they 
are going to make money. You cannot know what is 
going 011 in  the business until you feel the   inch of 
the shoe. I know all aEout it. 

Sir, do you mean to tell me that if some per- 
son must come from the end of St. huey to the City 
to buy some necessary item, which is not a heavy 
item but a rather large one, that when he goes to 
the bw with it, the people who operate them can 
tell you: "Not in  here with t h a t ? , W i h a t  is that 
person io do? The Ministers and other members of 
this House have their motor cars which can carry 
such parcel or they can telephone and ask the store 
to deliver it. Even if they take i t  on approval, trhe 
particular store would deliver i t  for them. Sir, what 
~s known as "pirate" buses is something which has 
grown out of necmsity. The people who run  thein 
are doing what the bus Concessionaires should have 
thought of doing. If bus omners were aware of the 
needs of the people, they would have introd~~cecl 
those "pirate" buses themselves. 

I hope that Government would not say tha% 
the bus service is adequate. A parcel servite or van: 
service is also necessary because the people cannot! 
always travel with a mere handbag; they want 
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something to transport their goods as well. The 
"pirate" buses perIorn1 a necessary service to the 
colony. Were i t  not for  that service inany people 
would not be able to get in  and out of the City. 
. I do not think that  i t  would be ally dangelous 
s e c r ~ t  to let out if the Government gave us a skel.2- 
ton idea of the departmental 1nailner in which t h q  
are going to take over the buses. Tell us what you 
have done so far. I n  the absence of that infornlation, 
we can only think that you are bluffing. If you have 
not agreed to take over the buqes and up 
organised system of transport, that still bluffing. 

It me that the is llot that 
the public transport service would be suspended, but 
that the Government is taking i t  over and taking it 
over in too timid a manner. Do you mean to tell me 
that you are going molley On it and you 
have no idea of the amount of revenue you are going 
to receive? what are You going to 
spend this money? I am willing and I an1 sure hen 
jurable members are also willilig not to only givt 
you $30,000 but $300,000 or more for this purpose. 
We feel that you should not only run this servict 
for  two weeks, but that  you should have sufficieilt 
nioney to run these buses for over three moni~hs, 
because we consider that is the sh~r t e s t  period in 
which you can rm theln to get t o  k l i o ~  the variou.: 
intricacies of the service. There are lots of things 
which you have to learn about i t  and lots of thing; 
YOU have to rnlearn; because s m e  of the people 
who are  giving you informatioll 'alTe not giving yell 
with the best possible inteiitioii. 

Now, I must tell the I-Ion. Minister of Conl- 
mmications that  when he was reading from the 

debates about nationalisation, he particu- 
larly said that hhe Rediffusion wa~+ a n  educational 
service; and that i t  was wch a wonderful thing. 
that he was ,a bit that the hollourable 
junior member for s t .  Peter would take i t  as one of 
thwe things which should not be nationalised. J3t;ut, 

Mr. Chairman, do not I remember correctly when 

of it. Government should have some person to direct 
thia 1~110 has some sort of socialist outlook or cou- 
viction, and who would be able to educate the em- 
ployees and the public that if they rob this concern, 
(they are robbing themselves. I am saying that  you 
will have to get some person to  educate the people 
into the fact that  if they rob this concern, they are  
robbing thenlselvm. 

It is (a fact that i n  many respects your expeii- 
going to be increased if it is run as a 

ernment Department, but in  some, respeck i t  is 
going to be decreased if you rull it as a util- 
,ity p er vice. I really do hope that we would be able 
to find some other nlethod of doing this; as I do 
not like this idea of putting this money under Mis- 
,cellaneom services. T~ whom ,are you voting thig 
money Who is going to spend i t ?  Into whose hands 

putting Is the Minister of 
,nications going to  act as Head of a Government 
D~~~~~~~~ and run this Cannot we hear 
,ho is the head d thh service rvhich you propose 
to take over? 
3.20 p.m. 

IS it a fact that  the ubiquitous Mr'. Chase is 
going to  take over? I heard so. I did not get the 

from Mr. Chase or any member of the 
Government; thRrefore, I can afford to say it. DO 

tell me that they are going to ask the ~ i r e c t o r  
of Highways and Tramport to run  this; beeawe at 
present a great deal of mOlleY is being spent 011 

certain roads and he has some intricate road business 
to undertake. 

As a matter of fact I am one of those who feel 
that this t r a n s ~ o r t  business should have been taken 
out of his hands long ago. You might let him 
bw01ne a member of the Board in the same way as 
the Conlmissioner of Police is a member. I have 
reason to believe that members of the Goverlment 
"lare my views On that. 

I Som another matter to which I should like to 
I say that the loudspeakers of this same educatiorlal draw attention is the statement ,about Miscellaneous 
service which Governement had caused to be Services. ~iscel laneous Services is not a Bovern- 
installed at  certain places to broadcast to the people 
were wi thd ram by the Government. We were n e e  
to understand that the Government used to pay for 
them. [A VOICE: They were put up to give the 
people inf~rmation on hh,e war that was going on 
a t  the time]. They were left a t  those places long 
after the war ended ; and the service from then1 
came to be something which the people looked for- 
ward to, and if you say i t  was of aii educational 
value then the small expense of them cot~ld be borne 
by the Government. 

However, Sir, I am not one of those wlho be- 
lieve that taxabion is going up  because the Govern- 
ment has taken over these buses; because I lciiow 
that the peoplq of this country are being taxed now 
in such a way as to take care of this lsurplus expen- 
diture. I know tha,t the present rate of taxation can 
talie care of anything like tihk 

I am $also of the opinion that i t  will pay for 
%elf because several people a t  one time did make 
a profit out of i t ;  and i t  is my firm belief that if you 
adopt the right method in running these buses and 
you buy gasolene rat the taxed price and run. this 
service as a business concern, only by doing that 
would you be able to make a comparison with the 
business that accrued to tihe people from whom you 
took i t  over. 

I am hoping that the Government would take 
this service over and when they do so they would 
employ capable people to run i t  and do not hand 
it over t o  some "jack of all trades" to make a mess 

I merit Department. Certainly we should have had 
some skeleton idea of the organisation that will have 
to run the new transport service, so to speak. The 
~overnment  may have in  mind some people who may 
be able to look a t  an  engine and repair it for them, 
but that is not running a business Could we not 
have 3 Corporation consisting of a nnmber of persons? 
If you have to run  i t  for  a fevc' months in the manner 
proposed, you should afterwards introduce legisla- 
tion with the object of establishing a corporate body 
for the purpose. 

In the mean time, let the money taken in under 
the existing arrangement be paid into the Treasury 
pron~ptly, and let us vote new sums of money from 
tinie to time so that we may have a clear idea as to 
the total expense of running the service. You can 
fcnvarcl periodic statements relative to the running 
of the buses; but do not interfere with the money 
taken in. I am counselling you now because I heard 
you say that you are going to take in  revenue. 

I do not like the idea of saying that a conductor 
b r ~ u g h t  in $50.03 today and you spent $6.00 out 
of i t  for something or other, and now you do not 
know where the rest has gone to. Let there be some 
check. On the conhrary, I wish to bear somethinr 
rather like this: a certain bus has brought in  so 
much to-day, and it has been paid into the Treasury. 
I am saying i t  for the last time, l: hope, let all sums 
zrising from this service be paid into the Publie 
Treasury as from the morning of the 25th instant. 
It is the best method that T: know. 
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Let us suppose you came here and said that you 
are going to prorogue this House and you want 
nioney for two weeks, where are you going to get 
the money from? Do not go and use Revenue 
illegally. As a matter of principle I co~ulsel you 
not to do that ;  the clay you go and do that you are 
putting yourself in trouble; and you are in trouble 
enough already. You can easily get some Inspector 
or other person to go around and sec to inatters and 
all the money you collect carry it and put it into 
the Treasury. The buses have been running before 
you eanle to the Legislature and decided tc run them. 
I sincerely hope that this House is not going to give 
to the Govei-nment any mandate to run the revenue. 
from the buses. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I snp- 
pose I would be running true to form if I should 
shorn clearly that 1 am diametrically opposite to my 
colleague in my views relative to this question of 
nationalisation of public transport. I am absolutely 
opposed to the Uovernnlent taking over the bus 
service. 

You have a ict of little children (some mem- 
bers of the House remind me of little children) 
who seem to think that all members of the House 
are members of the Government. Let me make my 
position crystal clear relative to this bus or 'bus 
setup business. When I attempted, a few weeks 
ago, to discuss the matter for  the benefit of the 
public, I triecl then to get the Government to express 
some point of view on the matter. 'I exercised my 
right as a member of this House and raised the 
question as a ma,tter of public importance; and I 
tried then to get the Government to give us somc 
idea of the position. 
9.30 p.m. 

What the public got then, was merely a sotto 
voce remark fro111 the Premier agreeing mith me 
practically. When he said that only over his dead 
body would bus fares be raised, I thought that 
meant that he agreed with me politically and other- 
wise. 

1 am going to r ~ p e a t  what I said then; if i t  1s 
felt that on this occasion or a t  one point on this 
occasion I am mith the Government, I must make 
this clear. If solnething is done by the Government 
which I feel is right, I am with them; if they are 
wrong, I will say that they are wrong. As regards 
the Report which has been laid on the Table of this 
IIouse, with the greatest respect to the lne~nbers of 
the Committee which prepared 3, I still contend, 
and no reasonable person could do otherwise, that 
119 case has been made out for any increase in bus 
fares. If that Comnlittee had been able to get 
evidence from the Concessionaires to show what their 
receipts were as a g a i i ~ t  their expenditure, then 
they would have been on the way to making out a 
case for such an increase. 

AS I have already $aid, if the bus Concessionaire~ 
ran show from their receipts when compared with 
their expenditure that there is a case for increased 
fares, then I would be the first person in  this House 
to agree with an increase in the fsres. I can say 
:hat the people in  the City have not got to travel 
by bus and T an1 playing politics; however, every 
member of this IIouse will have to agree, howe~er 
friendly he might be with the Concessionaires, that 
from the Report which has been put before us, they 
have not been able to say: "We have been carrying 
so many passengers over quite a number of years 
and these are our receipts." 

From my position in the St. Michael Vestry I 
started this row nearly foar years ago when nearly 
all Concessionaires on one lovely morning sent in a 

Report stating that they had lost money. >ly whole 
contention was that while they have been contending 
that they have been losing money, they were saying: 
"Let us begin to play the game of Bragg, Poker, 
Rrcmie7' or whatever you call it. [Lazhghter.] I t  w'as 
always my contention that when :I, case has been 
nlade out and the Concessionaires can say that they 
have got the facts to prove that they are losing money 
then I will agree with increased fares; but the public 
has not been shown that these Concessionaires are 
losing money. 

I mill say something now. This whole matter 
has been a very delicate one for all the Parties irn 
this IIoilse, but 1 want to make this point clear: 
whether it 'be friend or foe concerned, I have a 
pnblic duty to perform. I know as a matter of fact, 
that behind closed doors plans were laid that prac- 
tically every member of this Chamber mould have to 
speak on this matter. 

As far  as this Resolution for $30,900 is concerned, 
when I received the ltesolution I read it and weighed 
i t  carefully. I 17-as not in time to hear the I-Ion. 
Minister introduce this Resolution, but I understand 
that he merely introduced and said that it would 
llot be expedient to say anything more at  this stage. 

At first, what was operating in iny mind as 
regards this Resolution until the Hon. Minister 
spoke last, was that they had been carrying on this 
little game 1vit.h the bus Concessionaires. The 
Government hastily passed the Emergency Legisla- 
iion, certain negotiations were made and I thought 
that the Government was playing a sort of French 
Draughts. I got the impression that the Government 
had been saying to this Branch of the Legislature 
that the negotiations were still going on, they clid 
not know whether or not all the Concessionaires 
\voulcl come back and say : ' l  We will go on to work," 
hut the Qo~~ernmellt was putting itself in the position 
that in case the negotiations were to be broken 
;lawn, it would say: "Give us this $30,000 as a 
stand-by." I said that there was nothing wrong in 
giving them this money in case the public would 
suffer. 

Fn t  when l listened to the honourable senior 
member for St. I'hilip ancl the Hon. 3linister of 
Conlmunications telling this House : "As far as wc 
are conccrned, the negotiations have already been 
broken clo~viz ' '------- 

Fion. Jr. E. COX: I have never said that. 
9.40 p.m. 

Air. E. D. JIOTTLEY: I am going to be strong 
and very strong upon this point. I pointed out to the 
Hon. Leader of the Opposition that I wonld vote for 
this $30,000 if i t  were for the purpose of allowing the 
Governmeizt to take over under the Emergency Rega- 
lations should negotiations between the Concessionaires 
and the Government break down, ;ind if the Govern 
111ent ha3 decided to accept the offer by the Concessioir 
aires to take over their buses and run them until suc !~  
time. Let me say that this decisioiz rests with one, 
man and one man only; and that person is the Hon. 
Premier. I therefore hope, he v i l l  pay great attea- 
tion to what I am saying, because iny remarks are 
addressed to him. 

1 also am aware that the Hon. Premieris leaving 
the island soon. I an1 saying that if we have to  
give them nioney for a standby I ~vould vote for it. 
When you listened to the speech of the Hon. Minister 
of Comn~unicatioi~s over the radio he made it quite 
clear that the Government was taking over the buses 
subject to people valuing them. 

I have been told that Governillent has agreed 
in writing to take over the buses of these people; if 
that is so, this Resolution for $30,000 is a bit prema- 



ture. I do not think SI)U are right; I think you are 
wrong,, and for this reason: when I introduced the 
debate i11 this House to enlighten the public oa thc 
matter, although I could iiot pull the Government 
i r  the debate, I thinli the Hon. Premier said then 
they would give 15% rebate if Collcessioiiaires agreed 
to put new buses on the route. I made it clear that i f  
you are adini!ting that the bus Concessioiiaires have 
given no proof and have not made out a case for 
increased bus fares, then to come back and say you 
offer 15% rebate on gasolene was wrmig. 

I went as far  as to say that an action such as 
that is dishonest and could be termed a collusion 
with the Conc.essionaires. *\!l that the Premier said 
was that we are giving them 15% rebate becal~se 
Concessiotnaires have to put in new buses. How can 
one take inoney out of a concern and invest it in  
other things rather than to put it back into the same 
cc.nccri1. If the admission is that you are giving 
this 15% rebate so as to enable then! to acquire new 
buses, yon really do iiot have good buses or a good 
service. 

If you are going to admit that  this House is the 
1,lace to enlighten the public of what is happening, 
tell me, what on earth will yon be taking over when 
you take over these buses? If you admit that bus 
Cot?lcessionaires hax-e not made out a case for an 
increase in bus fares but you say you are giving 
the111 a 15% rebate on gasolene teinporarily you want 
them to gct proper buses, you admit that they do not 
have proper buses and what they have are in  a 
deplorable condition. 

If you admit all of that, why come im today and 
say according to what the Hon. Minister said over 
the radio : "TVe have agreed to take over those buses". 
,Ire_ p(ju going to please the public to satisfy one or 
two people? Why do you not be decent and tell u s  
comething? Why is this whole matter clouded in  
secrecy? As soon as oale sees so much secrecy in the 
clealiiig with anything, one is bound to be suspicious. 

The next thing about this matter is that an  
rtdvertisrn~ellt came out in the Press calling for 
tenders for these ccncessions. Have you told t h ~  
public how lnany 01 these old bus Concessionaires 
have applied to run their concessions again? Have 
you any nav applicants? How inany services are 
you taking w e r  ? 
9.50 p.m. 

You have a d ~ e r t ~ s e d  calling for Concessionaires 
including the old ones. Tlie most the public knows 
to-day is what they saw in the Press that f i ~ e  or sis 
conlpanies inclnding the Liberty, the Rocklyn, and 
the Lincoln Bus Coinpany have decided to run. I 
predictrd in this House that they wonld continue to 
run and I am still holding fast to  my conviction. 

I am saying here 011 the floor of this House that 
if, with proper inrestigation they will show the facts 
and make out a casr I will be prepared to say: these 
are the facts let us go into them. This Chamber 
could do that. But aio casz has been made out, the 
matter is shrouded in secrecy and therefore i11 111:; 

coiisidereci opinion you are not justified in this case 
in comicig to this House with a Resolution for 
$30,000. 

One or two things are wrong. The Minister of 
Communications has objected to my saying that 
negotiations have broken down. Then what are th2y 
coming to this House for? [Hon. M. E. COX: I t  
means that negotiations are over]. XTTell, if negotia- 
tions are over then yon are a law unto yourself. 1 
personally feel that you are fooling the public. 

If you intend to take over these buses and ths-3 
sell them over to other Concessionaires (the public 
is watching) why are you afraid to say that to the 

public of Barbados? The 11011. Xinister of Communi- 
ccctions has advertised; we have not got anybody he 
said; [A VOICE: You said all that last week.] Do 
not mind what I said; I am not the Government. Has 
any Minister been honest enough to tell the general 
public that they had old Concessicjnaires applying? 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Mr. Chairman, the hon- 
ourable senior member for the City has just made 
a ttate~nent sayiclg that the public are watching. I 
wonder if the honourable member knows that by law, 
every new Concessionaire has got to take over the 
buses of the old Concessionaires if they agree on a 
price. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The Hon. Premier has 
asked if I know that every Concessionaire will have 
to take over the buses of the old Concessionaires. Can 
you say who is sellic~g them? If you have 14 Conces- 
sionaires eight of whom are saying I am willing to 
run and six are saying I am not willing to go on 
running, why not tell the public then who are willing 
to take over. [Hon. M. E. COX : They are the new 
Concessionaires j . 

Those are qnestions which must be answered. 
The Hon. Minister of Cominunications has said that 
I mentioned all this in my speedh on the last occasiol~; 
but after all if you hear something and you mention 
it on the floor of this House, i t  is for the Government 
to get up and say whether we should pay r e g a ~ d  to 
it or not. Eut  if they say nothing then they leave 
tlie public with but one impression; and that is, we 
cannot get a.nybody to do i t  and therefore we have 
to take over the transport system. If they did that 
I would be prepared to say let us put the Govern- 
ment in a position so that the Concessionaires would 
oot be able to put their backs to the mall. 

Let me ask the Government this other question : 
last Tuesday they passed Emergency Regulations ; 
the Preniier said then that the Regulations were be- 
ing passed in case the bus Caacessionaires felt like 
stopping any one morning, then they would be in a 
position to commandeer the buses and run them; : 
this Resolution for that purpose? Are you saying 
that you never passed Emergency Regulations? Why 
did you pass Emergency Regulations? If you passed 
Emergency Regcllations because you felt that nego- 
tiations would have broken down before the 25th in 
stant, have you not got power to say that these buscs 
will have to be operated under Emergency Regulations 
and that this money will have to pay for operatic? 
them? But no, you say that you are asking for this 
money actually to pay for the operation of the buses 
for two weeks. This is a dishronest attempt to  extort 
illoaey to run something for two weeks when the 
Government knows that they have decided to take 
over these buses by buying them out between now 
and the 25th August. You are not talking to fools. 

Mr. Chairman, today is the 16th; tomorrow will 
bc. the 17th; between now and the 25th it will be a 
c!uestion of the people having a claim ready $0 get 
the money. I hope the Hon. Premier is listening to 
this. He has said that the law now is that we will 
anly grant you a concession if you agree to take 
over these old buses. I n  other words what the Hon. 
Premier is saying is tantamount to this: if you are 
g!ing to grant Messrs. Robert Thom Ltd., a conces- 
sion to run the Belleville or Hastings route you call 
odly do so if they can agree to take over the old 
buses. I would rather hear you tell me that that 
cannot happen. 

I see n o  reason ivhy the Government should come 
here with a Resolution for $30,000 under the pretext 
that they are only trying out something when they 
know they are actually buying the buses. If they 
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intended to work .it under the Emergency Regula- 
tions I had intended to vote for it. 

I will never be a good party man because I do 
not care hob!- many Universities somebody has beea 
to, I am going to express my view. There is one thing 
rnore I should like to say and it concerns the ge~ntle- 
men who have been talking about nationalisation. I 
think the Hon. Premier will agree with nle that the 
bus business is worth something like $4,000,000. 
According to the aincnnt charged by the Government 
on gasolene if my honourable friend the honourable 
scnior member for St. Joseph who is one of the econo- 
mic luminaries of this HOLIL~ had worked it out, he 
M-ould have brought it a t  approximately $2,,000:000 
[A VOICE : Their share for selling the gasole~l~  I J  I 
cannot see the wisdorn of Government taking it over. 
10.00 p m .  

I mill nerer vote for the Governnlent to take 
over any business which could be run successfully 
by private enterprise. I kilo1i7 that some of m>- 

1 friends in this Chamber feel that they are wedded 

1 to nationalisation as a new-fangled idea because of 

i their big experiences and how well they think it 
will work in other countries; bnt they will agree 

I with me that it is che capitalised countries in the 
I form of free enteroris? which have been feeding the 
I hungry wcrld. I refer to the Unitecl States of 

America which has liacl to feecl the entire world. I 
had to remind the 11011. juilior member foi. St. Pet-er 
about that. I 

The bringing down of this Resolution is, to 111~- 

mind, a game of bluff. II7hen I discussed this yues- 
tion about the transport service recently, I believe 
it was said: "Not one will come out tomorro~v morn- 
ing" I offered to bet that the Fuses n-onld all come 
out, and they have all come out. 

I understand that throughout the negotiations 
there were still those who were decent enongh to 
say: "Although we are not actually making suffi- 
cient money, we are not losing any money". I have 
asked in this House that they separate the buses 
on the short routes from those which go to the coun- 
t ry  districts and see what portion of the alleged 
$37,000 is lost outside. 

I do not believe myself that the Government is 
approaching this matter in the right spirit; I feel 
that they are somewhat timid. I congratulate them 
on the stand they have taken i11 not granting the 
Concessionaires the amount for which they had 
asked; however, I say that it is not a blunder but s 
dishonest and reckless mistake, if i t  can be termed 
a mistake, to offer them this rebate of 15%. I t  is 
dishonest to say: "I will give you something in 
another way." 

I still say that the Government should have 
been stronger in this matter. I still repeat that they 
have no right even to attempt to ask for this $30,000 
knowing that they are  actually going to take over 
these buses, You are taking over buses which, ac- 
cording to the method of taxation, the Concession- 

i aires have already paid for and they are over 12 
years old. Mark this: you are going to take over 
the buses; you have agreed to buy them; on the 
other hand you have passed Emergency Legislation 
which you have told this House would put you in j a position to prevent the  travelling public from 
suffering because you could commandeer the buses 

-1 and run them; but you tell me now that  you are 
taking over some of the buses because one or two 
people are saying that there is no strength of char- 
acter. 

Let me digress here for a moment to say this: I 
you have a recommendation made to the Govern- 
ment by the Director of Highways and Transport, 
and the feeling of the Government is that no Direc- 

I 
1 

1 
8 

tor would have made any recon~mendation for any 
increase gnless he had consulted the Minister of 
Commm~ications. I see that the Premier is laugh- 
ing. One wonders in what position Mr. Barron 
~voalcl be if he had done anything without the know- 
ledge of his Minister. 

T h ~ r e  is also the feeling that a promise has 
h ~ e n  illade to increase bus fares; if they did not 
rnalce that promise, I will like to know by what 
stretch of the imagination are they making this dis- 
holiest mistake of offering this 15% rebate? 

Hon. G. H. ADABIS : On a point of Order. The 
honourable mernber continues to use the word "dis- 
honest". I t  is only his enthusiasm that has made 
him forget what the Hon. Minister has said. This 
is what tlie Government has said : 

"The Governor-in-Executive Committee view 
rr-ith great concern the failure of the Concessionaires 
to face up to the pressing needs of the general pub- 
lic calling for considerable improvements in the 
op,erational methods and improven;eats in the types 
of motor ~n~n ibuses  to provide better travelling 
facilities. They dec~ded, after lengthy deliberation, 
that immediate steps must be taken to bring about 
a rliarkec1 improvanent in the conditions of public 
transport. I t  was concluded that an increase in 
bus fares ~voulcl not, in the circnmstances, meet the 
rase, but, that a rebate of 5 per cent of the cost r:f 
petrol per gallon constulned solely for operational 
purposes for motor omnibuses operating on service 
routes conld be granted, provided the Concessionairc~s 
dgreed to enter a Concessionaire Agreement requir- 
ing them to carry out essential improvements to the 
public transport services within a specified time." 

That is what we offered the 15% rebate for. 
We offerecl i t  provided the Concessionaires did so 
and so within six months and so and so within 
twelve months. All those things have to be done 
before thq- get that 1556, 5% or 2%. We said that  
n-e are giving the Coilcessionaires this 15% if they 
carry out these improvements and not otherwise. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: IVe had better get that 
straight. Then the six Coneessionaires who have 
continued to work will not get this 157; rebate. 

say that that is d ish~nes t ;  show or bring proof 
that I am wrong. The Premier has said that i t  is 
cnly if the Concessionaires do these things that they 
will get this 15% rebate. I ask:  will the people 
who are continuing to run their buses get this 15y0 
rebate? Take care we understand that they are  
getting it. [Laughter]. 
10 . l 0  p.m. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I said provided the Con- 
cessionaires carry cut those essential improvements 
to their services. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I did not understand; 
you have i t  that way; I am ignorant; I was never 
good at  playing Old Man's Bluff. Let me say again, 
that this thing rests with one man only; and there 
is nothing wrong with my saying that. 

Let me ask the Hon. Premier this question: 
despite all the facts and figures which I brcught in 
here and although I know that representation was 
made to the Hon. Minister that the statements which 
I made were not correct, T invite the Hon. Premier 
to say- 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I would like to know tc what 
representation is the honourable member referring. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I will soon tell you. I 
am saying that despite the statement I made in here 
and you have made a mistake, say so. If your policy 
is nationalisation, well then, there is no hard feel- 
ing. I came in here and said "No nationalisation for 
me"; but there is no hard feeling if you want to 
nationalise. I came in here with figures and with 
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statements on this matter. W e  realise that you inust 
have these buses. 

1 asked you: is i t  not a fact that all these Con- 
cessionaires have been allowed to deduct 20% for 
depreciation for  every single unit they have been 
running before they are liable for taxation? You 
said that you were giving the 15% rebate becallse 
you must have proper buses. You felt you Ivere 
right when you were doing it, but I am saving, you 
are wrong. I distinctly told you that these people 
were taking out this 20% for depreciation each year 
from the time you regulated them. They have taken 
out that money and have put  i t  into their own 
pockets. Is that true or no t?  

If it is true, are your actions honest to the pub- 
lic of Barbados when you know now that they hare 
taken this out and you are  going to give them 15710 
rebate on gasolene? Ask the Income Tax Commis- 
sioner or Mr. McDeriilott if that is not true. With 
those facts staring you i11 the face, are you llot 
seeing now that you have made a inistake to- 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Finish your selztellce. 
What has the Conllllissioner of Income Tax to do 
with this? 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Do not t ry to draw a 
red herring across the trail. You say that you will 
be giving them that rebate for rehabilitation; that 
is what you said already. You felt you mere right 
when xou said that, but are you going to give some- 
body money to do something when they have already 
taken that n~oney out of the busilless and done 
something dse  with i t  l 

I ain saying how are you going io do that when 
for the past tez years they have been taking out 
20% to rehabilitate their buses and they have not 
put one new bus on their route. You could have 
agreed to  that if they had put in one new bus. 

As a matter of fact, if the)- had put in new 
buses, there would be no necessity for "pirati " 
buses. You ~vould have been able to say that  the 
Colzcessiollaires had carried out their obligatioas, 
and there is no necessity for any iillproved trans- 
portation. You would have been able to say that 
such and such a Concessionaire had made so muck 
money out of his business and he hacl put i t  back 
into the bnsiness; instead of' his having ten buses 
as when he started, lie has 13 buses. But when it 
is brought to your notice that Concessionaires have 
taken out the money out of the business and put it 
into something else-[A VOICE : . \%That? Real 
Estate l ]  Yes. [A VOICE : That 1s a ~oke.1 If You 
say SO, YOU ought to know. If you know that they 
took money out of the business and put it to their owr 
use, h0V7 then Call poll Say you are j~'5tified in tax- 
ing the ~ e o p l e  of this colony to give them 15% re- 
bate on gasolene? What You are really doing is 
taxing tFe people of this colony to put money into 
the hands of 14 people. 
10.20 p.m. 

~f my greatest friend Were in the Govergment 
c01114 not refrain from saying that this action is 8 

dishonest action. I will not be a party to a vote like 
this. My colleague referred to thc attitude of sonLe 
members of the Go~ernment by saying that when thsy 
are removed from travelling in the buses and are in 
their cars they seem to forget. Well, I say that i t  13 
good a t  times to remember; and in  this game sur- 
rounding this bus business I do not see why the Com- 
mjttee should have made recommendations without 
first seeing what were the takings of these bus Con- 
cessionaires. [A VOICE : I do not agree with that.] 
If that Committee had &d absolute proof and had 
sllown that a Concessiona,ire had invested $50,OQC! 
for instance, and had been unable to make 3 p r  cent 

4 per cent on his money, I lTou~d have been on. 

of the first to say that he should have an  incqase i n  I 
bus fares because he would be entitled to some profit 
oil his iizolley so ilzvested. 

Mr. Chairman, when the promise was made t 3  
increase bus fares, (you hear what I say) when tile 
promise was made to increase bus fares the Govern 
nlent did not give theii reasons. I cannot imagin:: 
how they conlcl make that recornmelidation without 
the Government's knowing. There are those of us n-I: 
uo not want to keep on our heads in here only bit! 
will listen for certain thiizgs which they ought to 
know. 

The Iion. ;Minister of Communications wanted 
to know when I quoted the returns made by certain 
buses to the Vestry, whet he^ I was sure that they 
were correct. 1 understand the Hon. nlinister say 
that certain Concessionaires had informed him that 
there was no truth in some of what I had said. T 
consider that the Hon. Minister of Cmnmunicatioas 
dlollld call on the Vestny for that information,. I: 
defy any Vestry to deny the Hon. Minister that In- 
foumatioil 011 behalf of his Government. I made those 
the Ifon. Minister to have those figures brought be- 
fore him since they will help to solve this matter. 

Finally, Mr. Chairman, somebody said to mc 
yesterday morning something that will show She 
conditions that those buses are in.  Many of the busca 
&act have been bought he said, are so bad that hc 
was in one and when the rain started to fall every- 
body in the tu70 back seats had to get out beca~~st! 
there was no glass or anything else to keep out the 
rain. If Concessionaires in  any other country besides 
Barbados had done this they mould have been locked 
'P. 

I am telling you this with the greatest respect: 
for You to  take the money of the people of this 
country and buy these broken down buses you are 
d c h g  wrong. [A VOICE: Buy new ones then.] 
do not have to buy new ones then. 

I heard it mentioned just now that we never 
knew anything about Government's arbitrators until 
somebody rung it out of the Minister of Communi- 
cations. Then s ~ s b o d y  else w m g  it out of hill1 
you have got Mr. Leon Alleyne and Mr. K. R. 
Hunte, the one a very reputable mechanic and the 
other a shrewd businew m'an. 

The Hon. Ministers of the qovernment have L, 

habit of looking (acrom here alzd sayillg that borne- 
body is m Arbitrator for what? 
VOICE : A &rewd business man !] Arbitrator for 
the subsidy? Dew i t  make much difference ? 

I t  is difficult for some of us to make speeclze> 
on this matter. For instance, Mr. Chairma,n, I sag 
in one ~ ~ ~ t i o ~  of the P rws  that  you have a busilless 
transaction to  get over; that is that 2wu are to 
lnake some concessions. One wction of the Prw h a  

reason why I was raising opposi~ion 
was because I had interest in it. Whatever you go 
to do you should do i t  well; and I ail1 sorry to say 
I cannot vote for  this Resolution. It is not enough 
to get up and say what the Hon. Min&ter of corn- 
mmicatiom 

I am putting a proposition to you now: rather 
than actually now going buying out these busts, 

not get together with your new ConcmsionaireT 
,A VOICE: you have ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~  who are 
willing.] I am a business man [Hon. G. H. ADAMS : 
A shrewd business man!] NO, I am only a simple 
business man. 

The Hon. Premier has reached the stage where 
he has not got to worry what pOliti- 
tally in Barbados- With regard to the six Conces- 
sionaires why not call on them and say : "Are you 
not willing to take this or  that  route?" h t  me in- 
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rnissioner. 
itfr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The Hcn. Miilister has 

said that on the question of fixing wages they are 
nutting that matter into the hands of the Labour 
Con1l;lis~icjner. Any way. 1 am not worrying about 
that: what T an1 suggesting is that you should not 
i.~.ant any concessions for any three or five years. 
If you grant the concessions for 10 vears, people 
will be able to get backing from the Canks. 

I am not voting for t h i ~  $30,000 because I think 
.t false impression was given to this House. I n  fact, 
this Resolution is for the purpose of a deposit which 
is not called for in the real estate business. You 
are taking our money and buying broken down bnses 
and the public want to know, sooner or later, why 
this is happening. 1 Something fishy is going on about 
this matter; this thing will smell. I warn the 
Goverinneiit about i t ;  you are penalising the people 
when you know that there is not one bus Conces- 
sionaire who has gone eren near to bankruptcy. 

Porm you on this: the cast of the gasolene that 
is used in these buses is approvilnately $4,00@,000. 
!O.PD p.m. 

I am asking this ynestion: in:tead of bnyinp 
these bitst~s, why not call upon these people and 
ask them if they are \villiiig to take this or that l 
If y o i ~  buy a motor car to-morrow at  12 o'clocli juqt 
:),S it come 08 the boat and you carripcl it back at 
5 o'clock after it had dolie 5 milrs, there is an 
:lmoLInt to be allowed for ~lepreCiati011. you say: 
"I do not like how the back seat feels, it is l l ~ t  
serviceable enongh, " as the honourable senior member 
for St. Lucy would say; and when you c2arry it back. 
an amoimt xilould be taken off for depreciation. 

you hare a section in this House which * in 
favour of nationalisation, bxt there is some wisclom 
in the heads of a few people who feel that you 
shonl(l not natiolialise 110\5~ that, there are so many 
other things to be done. I call see with th:,t iclea. 
Be like ~~~~~~7~ wife. ~f go alld takr orpl 

tllese bLlses and $50,000 for  them a,ld thell 
theln to C;ollcessiolIaires evell for the same 
money, you are doiilg wrong. You invest in any- 
rhing to make money. 

I remember that when one C~nce~Siollaire Tvas 
granted a coneession, everything Was bacl. Of course 
there aro some honourable members \\-h0 want t h ~  
Government to buy these buses; of course you will 
have some buses In such a condition that you will 
have to pnt a taxi in front of then1 to pull them; 
U!? course there are somc buses which will run oniy 
for a day. But what should be the Goveri~ul~ent~s 
;ippr.oach i11 this iriatter? What I woulcl suggest to 
the Government is this: ( I  call the Premier the 

there be some Clause that whatsoever is paid to the 

1 sit do1v1-n by asking you: now can Government 
take rlloiiey O L I ~  of the Treasury to give to those peo- 
ple ~\-heii your own Income Tax Commissioner called 
on one of them to put back $56,000 which he took 
out of hi,  business. I say that Tor the benefit of the 

I TTill say fillally that I am not going to 
for Kesolntion. 

10.40 p.lll. 
11.11.. URASCI<ER: Mr. Chairman, I am prob- 

dbi3- at a disadvalltaqe in that I did not h,ear the 
,,tire debate this afterlloon as I was forced to be 
PlsexThere; but this Addel1dum, nn my first cursory 
rcaclillg over the ~veekend, made me so thoroughly 
pleased that I saicl to myself that the Government 
has at last got the courage, if not of its own con- 
victions, of mine, to make its first move after SO many 
Yars  to naticnalise public utilities, 

There is no gainsaying the fact, that when the 
people voted at the last General 
vast tllajority of them voted f o ~  a programme which 
t h ~ y  anticipatecl and they were made to beliteve 
i iwl~~ded ilationalisation at every turn and at  every 
available opportunity. There is no use attempting to 
deny that. That was the factor which more than 
anything else, (ever, the giving of free hot meals to 
elrmentai-y school children ancl free secondary edu- 
cation) Ivhich operated in the millds of people whc 
cast their rotes at the last General Election. There- 
fore, lyhell I yead the Addelldux to this Resolutioll 
i;tatillc Goyernment7s clecisioll to take over and oper- 
ate some of the concessions, I felt pleased that Gov- 
ernment at  last hacl taken this courage in its hands. 

But then, some moat ~ulforiunate words "on 3 

tpmporary basis the bnses of those owners who no 
longer wish to renew their concession agreements" 

I- have been put into it. The snag is too awful. I n  other 

einployees of those buses run by the Government and 
v;batsocver are the ~vorking hours of such employees, 
are also applicable to those employees of those bus 
Concessionaires who are operating their concessions; 
and that those Concessionaires must make provision 
for pensions for those who are working c a  their buses 
so that they would be in line with the employees of 
the buses which are run by the Government. 

Several transport workers have discussed with 
me during the past week the question of their wages; 
and they maintain with considerable justification 
that there is no reason why a driver of a bus with 
the responsibility which he has, should be paid less 
than an  "A" Class mason or carpenter. They can 
see no reason why they should be paid less than 15/- 
a day for the work which they are required to do and 
for the hours which th$y are required to work. 

I m~lst  confess, enthusiastic as  I am for nationali- 
sation, (it is the only hope and salvation) that I st- 

Gorernment; in the first place, exercise your right 
under the Emergency 1,egislation which we hay;. 

words, you will be nationalihing some on a tem- 
porary basis and others, you will not be nationalising 

passed; if the Concessionaires say that they are losing at all. 
money, suppose you came down under the Emergency I I would like to say that i t  would be putting a 
Regulations and said: "het us haye your buses: ,l 

vrry great strajn on the emplopees of those owners 
are paying for gasolene, so oli.71 On 
rhe other hand, call in the Coneessionaires which 
vou now and ask them to take over a few 
Eolltes. ~ h i ~ d l ~ ,  in those persons who 
suplied for concessions, before yon do one stroke 
of buying and ask them: "Are you ~ l r i l l i~g  to take 
over these concessions?" But do not make these con- 
cessions for any three or five years. 

The Hon. Minister of Communication., has said: 
.'lye will pav Jvhat the ~ , ~ h ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~  says 
should be paid. " 

ITon. M. E' We passed Reg'llations 
trand'errinc. the power to fix wages from the Director 
of Highways and Transport to the Labour Com- 

who are renewing their agreement when they see 
rulll~illg at the same time, al11io~t alongside them, 
bu-es which a1.e being run by the Government; and 
~i~hose employees would be in receipt of substantial 
incrrasrs and whose employees would be working 
mneh shorter hours than they, ond whose employees 
will be liable to pension rights and security of 
,enure. 

Sir, consider ho~v would those en~ployees of those 
people feel when they see that their brothers in the 
saint line of business are working in happier and 
better coilditions when these concessions are being 

renewed signed by those people who 
hare declared their oI carrying on. 

T mnst advise Government to make sure that 



no reason why this Governnlent should not be behind 
the Attlee 'S Labour Government when it had a similar 
lxajority in the Ho~ise of Commoils of bringing 
nationalisation into efYect. 

The Addendum goes on to state; "I hope that 
in the near future " (I presume it mesas between now 
and the 24th instant) "that Concessionaires might 
apply." The Governn~ent is suggesting a veiy timid 
and lukewarm taking over. I n  other words, they are 
saying they would not be runiiing the show for any 
length of time; and possibly one pf those firms whos? 
names we have heard mooted around as being in- 
terested, S U C ~  8s Messrs. Robert Thom Limited, and 
Mcssrs. Musson, Son & Company, Limited, might 
apply. 

The honourable se.nior member for St. Michael 
went on to state that Government is still hoping that 
a t  the last moment any Concessionaire who wants $0 

renew his coilcession woulcl come in and do so. That 
again is wrcng; that is lukewarmness and a bacl 
approach to nationalisation. In  other words, you are 
hoping against hope that somebody would want to 
renew their coacekion or somebody else might apply 
Ior it. 
10.50 p.m. 

Mr. Chairman,, if the Government euns the entir3 
service for which no one has applied [A VOICE: 
Who told you so?] I do believe you must absorb the 
other people; and the moment they realise that, they 
bave got to1 follow that up. 

The hon. junior member for the City spealrinz 
on the Resolution for $30,000 said that $30,003 is p 
considerable stun to have in hand before you start. 
But then i t  would hardly have justified him saying 
that more fares would not be coming in- 

Mr. LETITIS: Mr. Chairman, I condemned the 
system of using the revenue of the buses and 1 coull- 
~e l led  the Government to see the wisdom of usin: 
the method of placing all sums received into t h ~  
Treasury promptly. Therefore the hon. member need 
not say tvhat he has said. 

Mr. BRANCICER: Mr. Chai~man, I have no? 
n~isquoted the hoa. member. If he wanted to get m;, 
he could have said so. During the fortnight how! ;CY 
bus fares will come in and they will he sufficient 
obviously to finance the running of the buses. You 
will have two weeks accumulation of funds which wili 
19ot be touched and then you will have your third 
week. I n  short you will have enough money to *.arry 
on. 

Reference was made to-day to a subject which 
we discussed last week; that is, the question of thd 
pick-ups. 'The Government would be well advised 
to leave these people alone. I must admit that I 
personally would not suffer professionally or other- 
prise but they should be left alone; they should not, 
be interefered with. 

I have good reason to believe that a t  least, in 
one rural area, certain members of the Police Force 
are subsidised by a certain bus owner; because cer 
tain of those pick-up owners often find themselves 
on some fictitious charge. As a result they waste 
their time in  answering these charges in  Court and 
are very often forced to spend money unnecessarily. 
It is not fair to them. Furthermore these are th-3 
people upon whom after the 25th August you will 
have to rely to carry on the transport of the island. 

This Committee has recommended an overal: 
increase upon only 31) to 50 new units. If you 
make that increase you still leave a void which call 
only be filled by  the pick-up. You will find (and 
this is where I recall the remarks of the honourable 
scnior member for the City who i n  speaking about 
permits said that permits are only to be grantell 
to bus owners) that permits will be granted to "X" 

and not to "Y." YOU will find that the luggage van 
people will not be able to get permits to Cdrry two 
people besides the driver outside of the fact tbct 
the gear shift is situated on the steering whwl 
Others are permitted not only to carry one but two; 
therefore I conclude that that is discrimination. 

I n  the case of the luggage vans, if you limit the 
number of passengers to so small a number that it is 
found uneconomical to run it, that will be another 
way of putting the vehicle off the road. Lest hen. 
members should feel that it is only the pick-ups wl~o 
want to make a living, let me remind them thai, 
there is a vast number of people who say that they 
want to travel by the pick-ups. They say that il' 
they do not have money the pick-up owner will allow 
them to owe him the fare. That is not so with thc~ 
Leeward Motors Co. That is why I have reminded 
l-on. members that these pick-ups have become inte- 
grated into the life of the colony and is the poor 
man's taxi. 

For all these reasons, cannot conceive of this 
service continuing without the aid of these vehicles. 
They provide a service which has never been before 
provided. 

But to revert to the financial side of tni i  
riatter, I am supporting this vote but I depricat,. 
the apparent nervousness of the Minister who i* 
responsible for its introduction. He seems lacking 
in confidence that the Government can take over 
and run the service efficiently. 'Let him understanr* 
that i t  is only the capitalist element which is en- 
c~eavouring to scare him. [Hon. If. E. COX:  Thr 
capitalists never had any influence over me and 
]?ever will.] I hope I have misread the mind of the 
honourable member. 

After due consideration, horiourable members 
will see that there is hardly anything that Goverll- 
went should be more in control of than passengfr 
'transport. I feel that Government should not hesl- 
tate to take i t  over today. You will hear criticism 
coming from your extreme right. I t  is there that 
the forces of reaction assemble and foregather; b n ~  
that is the very reason why they are against i t ;  
because they realise that certain private business 
men will be losing and the Government will bp 
making what they have ceased to make. 
11.00 p.m. 

If the Government is running this bus service, 
S O U  are getting petrol arid oil free of duty, and you 
do not have to provide any margin of profit; you 
are just covering your expgenses and you are gettillg 
your essential commodities duty free. I t  might well 
be decided that you run the whole show so as td 
effect at  least a slight reduction in the farpi. 
[Cheie~s.]  You cannot get away from that, and I dl: 
ilot think I need stress that any more. 

I trust that when the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Michael goes to Rediffusion again at  8.30 
o'clock p.m. he will not be telling us  that he ha.< 
awarded anything to Messrs Robert Thom Ltd., 
Central Foundry Ltd. or any of those people, but 
that the Government has accepted its responsibility 
to the electorate and has decided to nationalise the 
first item which has presented itself as a gift, and 
lve will have our Bridgetown Passenger Transport 
Service. 

Mr. HAYNES: I do not want to delay this 
rr~eeting, but I think i t  is proper that I should say 
a few words on this matter. As a rule, I do not 
agree with the majority on the other side of the 
teLble. I was a bit shocked when I saw this Resolu- 
tion for $30,0100; it gave me the impression that no 
thought had been given to one of the most import- 
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ant ma'tters which have been discussed here for a 
long time. 

I n  the first instance, I should have thought that 
the policy of this Government would have been to 
realise that unless they do something of some valne 
to improve our transpartation service in Barbados, 
and do i t  quickly, they will never improve the 
service. When one looks at  these so-called buses 
which you see a t  the various terminals, you can al- 
most compare them with some fowl coops or ~0111:- 

thing of that sort. If one of these vehicles over 
turned, there is no way of getting out of i t  a t  all 

Wherever you go you will find that within th,? 
last 10 years the cost of public transportatioi~ has 
increased considerably; i t  has increased not only in 
Fngland but in other countries as well. Let us tak? 
the United States of America; in 1945 you paid 5 
cents to t ravd  by the subways and you could go 
any distance. I n  1955 the cost has been increased to 
15 cents-an increase of 300%. And why is that? 
Because obviously, the cost of everything else has 
gone up and you have to t ry to Iieep things as they 
should be kept, otherwise there, is no progress. 

I t  reminds nit! of the sign which you sometimes 
5 ee : "Drugs administered or carefully coinpoui~ded." 

I n  the other Acts on the Statute Book, we gener- 
ally' see, "the Bolard may make regulations generally 
for carrying out the provisions of thle Act;" not ad 
ministering the provisions of the Act. Now, they 
specify and then therse is a general clause at  the ell.%. 
IA VOICE : 'That is a precautionary method.] Tt 
would appear to me when this whole Bill was drafted 
that somebody was sleeping. You then have as sub 
clause (2) :- 

"Regulations made under thiq section shall b. 
laid before each Houss of the Ledislature as soon as 
'Jflassible after they are made, and if 'either Home, 
;bithin the period of forty days beginning with the 
day on which the reiglulations are laid before it. 
resolves that the regulations shall be annulled, the 
regulations shall thenceforth be void but ~~* i thon t  pre- 
,j~idice to the validity of anything previously done 
thereunder or to the making of new regulations." 

The Regulations which this Board would mak6 
are only domestic in nature and can only affect tE .- 
internal economy of t h ~  corporaticun. What new con- 
tiugencies are bseing made by the provision of Clm.se 
18 of this Bill? r wonder if the Hon. Minister of 
Com(munications knows that himself and whether h:. 
can give an answer to the queries raised. This whole 
paragraph is complete hash. Nothing has been put tl)  
the public to say that you have set up a Board whi.1: 
is a step towards nationalisation. Theae is nothin? 
'in 'this Bill well thought out or drafted. 

If the Hon. Minister of Co~iiniunications has as 
fared us that this Bill was thoroughly discussed in  
Executive Committee, i t  would appear to me that the 
Executive mem'bers: of this House had no sleep at  all, 
It is laughable, but i t  is really true. 

I do not think i t  is worth my saying inore 
because my words may be falling on deaf ears. It 
is my belief that hon. members have made up their 
minds already and I think they will remain whme 
they are. However, I think i t  is a pity to say 
that one or two younger hon. members than me 
may regret i t  in the near future. 
11.10 p.n1. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I ~vould first 
like to congratulate the hon. junior member for 
St. Peter and the hon. senior nleiiiber for St. Philip 
on having made very good speeches on this xvhole 
situation, especially in view of the fact that I con- 
sidered them to be better socialists than any hon. 
member of this House who is on the Ministerial 
benches. I also congratulate the hon. junior mem- 

ber for St. John who is not with us for what he 
has said. 

Firstly, I lnust congratulate him as being the 
first inember of the Opposition who has been en- 
throned in the Editorial Chair of the Government's 
Xexvspaper and I would secondly congratulate 
Iiinl- 

JIr.  VAUGHATZ: Mr. Chairman, I object to 
that statement. I am not in  the Editorial Chair 
of any Government Newspaper. 

Mr. BARROW: Perhaps, Mr. Chairman, my 
coiigratulations a re  premature; but the hon. jun- 
ior member for  St. John informed ine two weeks 
ago in the Lobby of this Chamber of his appoint- 
ment ill that respect. 

Jlr. VAUGHAS: Again, Mr. Chairman, I ob- 
ject to those remarks. I have been accused of 
several things which I have never confirmed or 
denied. 

JIr.  BARROW: I am not accusing the hon. 
lnelnber of anything ; I am just congratulating him 
on being the first member of the Opposition who 
has achieved the Editorial Chair of the Govern- 
ment's Newspaper. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: I am the only Independent 
meinber of this House, Mr. Chairman; I am the 
only one now ~x i s t ing  since my colleague has joitl- 
ed the new party. My status is politically inde- 
pendent, and therefore I can take any stand I like. 

Mr. CHATRMAN: I am going to ask the hon. 
senior inember for St. George to keep to the par- 
ticular Resolution. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I am entitled 
to congratulate hon. members. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am asking you to listen 
to me. You Inay speak for the whole night until 
tomorro~v morning, but you must speak on this 
Resolntion. 

&fr. BARROW: I am speaking on the Reso- 
lntion ; l am congratulating hon. members who 
spoke 011 it. 

Xr .  CHAIRMAN: But the hon. junior men: 
ber for St. John is not thanking you for so doing. 

I l r .  BARROW: IVhether he thanks me or ill;? 

it is iminaterial to me. As an independent meni 
ber, who on his own inforlnation has achieved diq- 
tinetion on a newspaper which is losing $4,000 a 
year, I have congratulated him. 

Mr. Chairinan, I should also like to congratu- 
late the hon. senior member for the City on hav i ;~  
spoken three times on this Resolntion and sa-d 
the sallie thing on each occasion, and also has been 
able to keep hon. members as interested in what 
he hacl to say on the two subsequent occasions its 
he did on the first occasion. 

1 mould also like to congratulate the hon. sen- 
ior nlember for the City for on 17 occasions gettirg 
up and distinctly accusing the Government of dis- 
honest acts and not having been named or called 
upon by the Speaker to withdraw the remarks. I 
think that is a matter for great congratulations. I 
~vould like also to congratulate him for suggest- 
ing that you were in the position of being a prcs- 
pective Concessionaire. 

However, sir, my congratulations are advisedly 
withheld from anyone in the Government or the 
three hon. lneilibers on their left who reminds me 
of the saying: "Hear no evil, see no evil, and 
speak 110 evil". 

Mrs. BOURNE: Mr. Chairman, I am one of 
three ~neinbers immediately on the left of the Gov- 
ernment, and I would like to tell the hon. member 
to speak for himself. I would never like to adopt 
his attitude as long as I remain in this House. 
[Cheers.] 
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Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, this is the olvl 
occasion which the honourable member thought sh.. 
had heard evil; or perhaps, Mr. Chairman, bp sup- 
porting the policies which can only lead th?m docvll 
the Galilean slope to destruction, I can call them 
both faithful and charitable. 

My congratulations are advisedly withheld 
from the ~ i ~ i ~ t ~ ~  of ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ t i ~ ~ ~  and 1 
do so purposely. I warned him t15-o weeks ago 
that I was going to refrain from making any dis- 
closure on this matter until he was man enough 
to say that by their taking over the buses to ruu 
them, they n7ere under the legal obligation to bny 
them from the Concessionaires. That llloment has 
come today, when the Governmat of this countr? 
in coming for his Resolutio~l to operate rhe bnb2s 
for two weeks. has a t  present a legal and binding 
obligation to buy over these buses from those Con- 
cessionaires; and although a virtual Minister of 
Trade is a t  the head of the commission I will stiil 
like to predict that the taking over of these buses 
is going to cost Government a sum in the vicinity 
of $576,000. 

on the 26th ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ,  this month, members of 
the Government are going to colne here lI,ith 
a Resolution for $576,000 to purchase these buses 
which they took over. If t h m  do not come for 
that amount they will so011 be in Court, beeaLlse 
the recently introduced Cro~vn Proceedings Act 
makes them liable. We are still for  the 
Minister to disclose that. 

Even now, he does not seem to r,3alise the 
enormity of the crime he has committed against the 

rculd not lose money; today he is saying somethin? 
different. 

Mr;. E. 1). MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, the 
llonourable member has this impression which hc 
said he read in the Official Gazette; but I forgive 
him since the creation of those impressions depend 
largely U ~ G I I  the state of his mind. I said that T 
~ ~ ~ o u l d  never support the Government in any attempt 

take Over the bus t4ansp0rt. 
Mr. BARROW: To-night I was under the im- 

~ress ion  that the honourable member was skill say- 
ing that the Government should call off the bluff 
with the Conces.jionaires and take over; but the hon- 
ourable member seems to be slightly disappointed 
that (according to the senior member for St. Josepn) 
the deal is already closed and the Government has 
alread>- agreed to Pay for these buses but he wants 
t~ keep this a secret. 'That was the impressicm I got 

il'crw, Mr. ('hair~ilan, I should like to make one 
ora two interesting disclosul'es. The Emergency 
Powers Act which was passed by this Chamber r, 
short time ago ( I  believe on the 12th day July,' 
]?&S absolutely nothing to do with the bus crisis. It- 
happened to be introduced on the night when the 
"'g,9tiatio11~ lyert? btill going on;  but the Hon. 
f'reniier had reasons then which will be disclosed 
lvithin the next five minutes or thereabout and 

he passed this Emergency Legislation. 
I am sorry that the honourable junior member 

for St. Peter is not in his seat tonight to hear thew 
comments. This. Emergency Legislation was 
passed in anticipation and a t  the behest of certain 

I overseas interests of which the Barbados Elwtric 
people of this country. Up to now he is still sleep- 
ing when I have already pointed out to hiin that 
they have already entered an  agreement in whic!? 
i t  is published and declared that they must buy 
these buses. I t  took hiin four hours after he was 
goaded 'by the honourable junior member for St. 
Philip to confess, much to the consternation and 
dismay of the honourable senior member for th+ 
City, that they had already a g ~ e e d  to accept the: 
offer of the bus to purchase ay* 

proximately 100 of .their buses. 
In other as the sellior mem- 
for the said just it that the 

$30,000 which we are asked to vote tonight is m o r  
of a "wn payment to pay to the thieres of thv 
transaction. 
11.20 p.m. 

I am not going, to go w e r  the ground which 
has been so ably traversed by the two honourablt? 
members who have already spoken (the honourable 
junior member for St. Peter and the honoLlrab]c. 

member for St. Philip). Nor to go into the 
mechanics of the administration of a transport 
service which has been so ably covered by the hen- 
~ n r a b l e  junior member for the City. But I do feel 
that every Minister of the Crown (because ig, the 
last analysis although they regard themselves aq 
Ministers of the Premier they arc Ministers of th; 
Crown) should get u p  and explain clearly to the 
~ c b l i c  exactly what is happening, and what would 
t c  the effect of any Resolutioll which is intdoducerl 
into this Chamber. 

The honourable member for the City has sal.? 
that certain parties are afraid to speak their mind$ 
on this matter. I said two ~veeks ago that when the 
Government comes clean and when the Minister of 
Communications explain more, we would be pre- 
pared to speak then and not before. The three 
speeches including the one made by the honourable 
senior member for the City vTas a kind of super 
orogation on his part because he was inveigled into 
taking over t h ~  buses, he being convinced that they 

Supply Corporation forms part, and for the pur- 
pose which I predicted three years ago. I have said 
it and it will be proved i n  the result that t4)e Act 
will never be used because the& is no bus criris. 

This Government owns these bu$es already; a 0  

how then can they invoke this emergency legislation? 
T& only persons the Government can now invoke 

l 

emergency against are the members 
the Barbados workers Union. The Govlernment have 
already signed 011 the dotted line not literally but 
in effect, sin* they have sent back correspondencc- 

- saying that the)- have the proposals of the 
bus Concessionains. The bus dri+eerS have beefl 
foolish enough to have gone and joined the union. ~ 1 1  
that the bus owners are waiting for now is their 
modey. The Committee has not met, so nobody can 
say that a member of the Committee told me of this 
important figure of $576,000. 

Time and again I have pointed out to the general 
~ ~ b l ~ c  of Barbados what is in this COun- 

that is that with One voice say that the 
merchants got the coil1 and thie Union got the men, 
but now i t  is that the Union got the men and not 
the money! Ihghter]- 

I am saying this: this situation is not due to 
any perspicacity or businless acumen on the part of 
any single person in Barbados including myself, 
i10t even Mr. McDermott or the Financial Secre- 
ta ry ;  but to the people who have an  economic &ran- 
glehold on this colony. As we have been reminded 
hy  the honourable senior membler for St. Joseph 
himself, we in this Chamber do not control the 
destiny of this country at  all; we aie merely a 
debating Chamber. When you set up an Arbitration 
Board and put  Mr. Hunte on it, and when you take 
the 1953 Customs Act and you allow exemptions 
from duty on oil, copra etc., coming into this country 
specially for the Roberts Manufacturing Company 
for which Mr. Hunte is the Managing Director, that 
is a matter specifically fnr the Minister of Trade. 
At one conference the Minister of Trade- 
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Mr. CHAIRI\IRN: I s  this something to do with I sole means of transport after the meeting of this 
the Minister of Trade? 

Mr. BARROW: Yes. There is finailcial policy 
involved in this matter; it is a trading eoncer.1 
whirh deals with gasolene etcetera. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am warning the honour 
able member that he must keep to the Resolution. 

Mr. BARR,OW: Is  i t  a fact that tollight for 
the first time the Minister of Communicatiolls ~ H S  

disclosed that the same Mr. Hunte who has conces- 
sions for the Roberts Manufacturing Co., is going 1 to be Chairman of the proposed Transport Board; 
is that right or wrong? No matter what their polit- 
ical propositions may be, you have to 100li to  sen 
how the country is going to be run. Whelr it come< 
to the bus company or any concern for that matter 
there is a lot of inveigling in  it. 

When the price of cooking oil went up- 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: This has nothing to do wilj: 

the Resolution. 
Mr. BARROW: Yes it has somethiilg to d:j 

with the &solution. I am dealing with the increa-e 
in the cost of living. Everyone knows that if 1 
cents per pound on the price of margarine is- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I repeat that that has 
nothing to do with this Resolution. 

Mr. BARROW: But i t  does have something 
to do with it. 

Mr. CHAIR.i\/IAN: Has the increase on bus 
fares got anything to do with the increase on mar. 
garine ? 
11.30 p.m. 

Mr. BARROW: I know that when theS wa11'c:d 
the public to pay a cent on Fats, the pronlise n7i1> 

made long before so that the Commission which wa. 
set u p  was only a political shield to say that the; 
dere doing i t  on the advice of the Commission. That 
was when they wanted the public to pay a cent 011 

Fats. 
This is where I join issue with the hoi1onrab;~ 

senimor member for the City; on three s~lccessivt 
occasions hle got up  in this House aiid said: "If 1 
had a brief for anybody in this matter, I ~voul:r 
not be in this Chamber." I invited the Hon. JIinist :r 
to see that the first thing he should do IT-onld b. 

P to clear the air. I saw the eagerness and approbn 
A tion displayed by tue honourable senior meinber fo- 
Q 

? St. Joseph and the honourable senior illember fsr 
St. Nlichael, and for the first time I saw the Premirt 

4 taking copious notes to be used as argulnellt to beat 
I 
I clown the Concessionair'es. 
1 They have been led u p  the garden path in this 

3 matter. On thre'e occasions the honourable seniol 

l member for the City said that the bus Concessioll- 
eires were making money. The Commissioil v-hi2i1 

i 
i was set up to investigate the claims of the bu- 
1 Concessionair'es for an  increase in bus fares, 
i comprised of the former Income Tas  Commissione~. 

i Mr. Clairmonte, Mr. Alkins and Mr. Armstrong, and 
they did not say either what the Minister of Co111- 
munications is saying they said, or what the honour l able senior member for the City has inisinterpret~d 
them as having declared. [A VOICE : Where d( 

2 you get that from?] 
3 Mr. Chairman, if the g1aw.e~ of the honourablr 
1 junior member for St. Philip are not as  gwod as the? 
S should be, I would move a Resolution to the Nationa i Health Services as soon as possi0le. I mould 0111.. 
1 
1 like to say this: in  offering my congratulations jnq' 

now I left out the hon. junior member for St. Philir 1 by an  oversight; and I must congratnlate him or 
i having the temerity to make a spkech in  view o! 
1 the fact that the Minister of Communications is hi1 
i' 

House. 
Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: On a point of Order. 

E1r,on~ what document is the honourable member 
quoting. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I will f i ~ d  out as soon s.s 
he has finished. 

JIr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, i t  is rathey 
reinarkable that members of the public are being 
put in the same ignominious position as the honour- 
able junior member for St. Philip who is depelldellt 
upon the Minister of Communicatiolls for transport 
to and from his home, and he dces not know that 
we have not had this Report debated in the Hous.. . Y 

You can have a copy of it. (The honourable men&- 
ber threw a copy of the Report across the Table.) 

Jlr. CHAIRMAN : What does the honourablt 
member mean by throwing about papers like that? 

XEMBERS: Protest against that. He do?s 
f 

not have any culture even if he has brains. 
Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Leave him alone. 
Mr. BARROW: Kow the terms of referenc: 

k. 
of the Committee were: "To investigate the clain1.s 
of the bus Concessionaires for an increase in buc 
fares and to make recommendatJons ........ .... ' ' What 
recommendations? Recommendatioi~s for the incrleasc 
:n bus fares. This is what is stated in the Official 
Report from which I was reading and which I have 
had the honour to hand, perhaps p-rfunctorily, '1. 

the honourable junior member for St. Philip. Why 
did the ;Minister not start off aud clear the whole 
stmosphere by discussing the Report? 

As the honourable junior member for the Citj. 
has pointed out, not one newspaper has gone in[:, 
the prospective increases. As I was saying, this is 
what is statecl in the Report as regards statistical 
infor~nation :- 

"In the course of this enquiry we found our- 
selves at  some disadvantage i11 that adequate statis- 
tical inforrnatioll was not availak le from many con- 
cessionaires to enable us to make proper comparisolt; 
and reliable estimates. For example, iniportant in- 
f orination such as numbers of passengers carried, 
mileage covered, etc., was lacking in  many cases. ' 

There is absolutely no suggestion anywhere ill 
+-= 

the Report that they do not have revenue aiid e s  
penditure accounts. 
11.40 p.m. 

Mr. E. D. NOTTLEY: I innst quite seriouslv 
object to that statement by the hcnourable member. 
He said that I suggested that I have n:ever seen any 
statistics for expenditure and revenue by these bus 
Concessionaires. Apparently the honourable ~nem 
I-er was not i11 here at  all when I spoke on this 
matter. What else did I say but what was reported 
by the Committee; that is, that they were unablp 
to get from many of the Concessionaires any statis- 
tical information. He is saying that I misquoted 
what the Committee reported. I said nothing morz 
than what the Committee reported. I n  the coursd 
of my speech 1 said: how can you very well make 
a recommendation if you really have statistics of ex- 
penditure but none for receipts. 

Mr. BARROW: I am sure that the impressior 
~uhich for the past two weeks members of the publie 
t,nd of this Honse have, not only from the remarks, 
of the honourable senior member for the City but 
from the Minister himself, is that those people could 
not show how much money they were making. 

What does the Commission say? They said that 
in  the tour* of the enquiry they found themselves 
a t  some disadvantage in  that adequate statistical 
information was not available from many Conces. 
sionaires to enable them to make proper comparisons 



and reliable estimates. \That does that represe~lt ! 
That represents that interesting statistical inform 

'C -. .l etion as to the numbkr of passengers carried, the 
riumber of miles which were run during the year 
the average consumption and the percentage o: 
expense. There is no suggestion in the Report that 
none of the Concessionaires could show what wac 
their revenue. 

I would also like to congratulate the honou~ab l~  
junior member for St. John for coming to the in- 
teresting conclusion that there were profits. He is 
now the extra-mural Economic Adviser to the Goo- 

JI ernnlent; so no wonder they find tbemseives in the 
mess in which they find themselves to-day. 

The paragraph of the Committee's Report whit? 
I just quoted ,ends thus: "We recommend that con- 

3 cessionaires should be required in, their own intercsr 
to keep full records of such details in the future." 
I entirely agree that they should keep full recorcis oi 

. L that in the future. 
What I am saying is that if you set up a Coril- 

mittee to look into an increase in bus fares, what 
do you expect from that Committee? You can only 
get one or two things; they are that an  increasc 
is not justified at  present, or that there should be 
c r l l  increase. 

When Government decided to set up this Com- 
mittee, its members must have b'een chosen for their 
integrity, knowledge of accounts and their dis. 
interestrdness in the political arena or the bus ser- 
vice. I f  the Government were acting properly. an6 
me ni~i\t  presn:ne so, -,vhat then activated Gov- 
c.rnment in the choice of the members of that Con]- 
mittee. Can Goiernment now talk of increasing 
fares over somebody's dead body? To use a local 
expression, however the corn is selling, whether you 
take i t  out of taxation or you take it directly from 
the actual consumer who is the man who enjoys th- 
scrvice, there will be an increase in the cost of living 
and it must be so. Therefore, i t  ic only a matter oE 
political slight to suggest that there will be no in- 
crease in  the cost of living when you deprive the 
revenue of the island of $60,000 a year to prevent bus 

-3 fares being increased over one's dead body. And, 
became in the final analysis whichever decision you 
makd eventually there will be an  increase in the c . o ~  
of Eving whether i t  be that the travelling public 
pays illcreasrd fares or the bus Concessionaires en- 
joy complete tax relief concession of petrol like th, * Roberts Manufacturing Company, the sugar facto 
riea in Ba$ados, the Barbados Knitting Mills, BIessrs 
Cable & Wireless, biinited; or theiBarbados Ice Fac- 
tories including that of my colleague. 

5 Whg- cloesrt" thelMinister of Communicatiokls t9.i; 
the public that? Why is i t  that Messrs Cable and 
JITireless, Limited, one of the @Teatest monopolies in 
ccummuniaatiohs ill the world, not only i n  Barbados, 
does not pay one cPkit taxation and get  all their equip- 
nient in tax f r w  and OIL ton bf that, paythe Barbadian 
workerllower wages than the Buropean workers ancl 
the Minister of Cos~ninsl.?eations condones that. 

I would like to ask: have any terms been made tl: 
the hononrable senior member for St. Joseph or the 
Fonourable senior member for St. Miehad by the bns 
d-.iveus and the bus cond~ctcurs in their perilous job of 
Ilrnning on to buses while they are doing their work. 
it. that there will be ? platform set on their yages? 

that mean ;l furtbpr increase not in the mythical 
cost, as expressed by the member on my right. bnt ill 
the rml  cost of operating the bus service, a cost which 
will now fall on the shoulders of the over-lnlu.d:nt.cl 
(itxpayers? I I $  

' The honourable senior membel' for St. Lucy, is 
thb most surprising person in matters of this kind. 

7r WOW by anyc stretch of the imagination do= lie con- 

>itlcl: this an occasion of congratulation on the ir~tro- 
duction of the policy of nationalisation on the part of 
the Goverilme~zt? Haw c8n you h&& hafidnallsation 
when tile Resolution itself is misleading in thQ it sit* 
that this 1s for the terr~po?ary taking over of eertain 
bus routes, w)lkn i11 truth and in fact they have ai- 
ready agreecl to take them over? llow can he call i t  

; nationalisatioll when you are only nationalisi~lg 60 
: percent of the industry. 
I 1 mould like to say that I see no mention of t h i  
Governnleiit ever co~lteinplating to take aver the Bar- 
bados Gas Company or the Barbados Transport Ser 
vice in the Five Yeiar I'lan. 
1 l..jO p.m. 

I should like to see i t  anywhere in the pm- 
gramme of the Labour Party .with which they wen; 
t o  the electors. I t  is said that they approved geli- 
eral nationalisation. 1 should like them to name a 
single country in the whole world that has nation- 
alised part of an industry and left the rest of it 111 

the hands of private enterprise. Name one coun- 
t ry  in the world and I would sit down. How can it 
be nationalised when you am saying that  you are 
hoping that somebody would come along and tal;, 
Gver the buses. 

l'hr (iorer~llilr~rt have found themselves perched 
on the two horns of a dilemma. They started playing 
politics; they relied on the alleged business aeu 
il~elr of the hon. senior member for  the City without 
giving enough credit to his political perspicacity. 
Having given a promise they now find themselves in  
the invidious position of having to justify the un- 
justifiable; instead of having the heart to come right, 
out and my  : we already own these buses, all the spare 
parts and everything else. 

What about gooda4ill? They have got to pay for  
that too; in two weeks time we will have t c ,  givp a 
down payment. They have given all assurances to  
these eight Concessionairs and yet they cannot tell 
what the revenue is going to be. How chn they, i n  a 
case like that, he said to be acting in the interest of 
the island? 

\l-e on this side of the table ake strongly ill 
favour of nationalisation of essential services. We 
are ~ io t  iii Paroar of h~nbpbiies: ahd b e  axe not i n  
favour of Government taking the taxpayers' money 
to blxtt$hss people who are now on the verge' of 
going into liq~lidation as was the case with the Gas 
Company. 

Thc hon. senior mem'ber for the City has; touched 
partially on this point: chat the bub owners have 
hot been setting aside that  portion of their depreoi- 
:rtion charges which ~vonld have elrablcd then1 a t  this 
stage and now that their rolling stock is outmdedj' t o  
maihtain. ari efficient standard 08 setvice j jnd, it:lk 
rather ridictilous for the Government t6 suggest that 
they yho~ild spend. $270I0W)ll toc fehabilitate this in$ 
dustry at a tirno like this when the banl. rate has 
cone %up algd l m m y  id hat& t o  -bokroft. ' : I .  

No\nl, &$l*. Chairman, 1 am' sorry for tile digre+ 
d i m .  What 1 am. s&+3n$ is t h i ~  : the# ixte g o i w  66 al$M 
tki& $60,000 a ydar in,order,ta 1spend~$2Q0,@90. That 
i ,  higher arithmetic iivhich I cannot appreciate. In in- 
ducing them to spend $270,000 per gaear with depre- 
c.iation charges at 207% per annum, it means that with- 
in 20 pear's yoy will hgve, to tipvnd the same sum again 

3T.r Chaifinan, T a q , j n s t  trying to illustrate to 
you kow incgmpeq,qt handling of this situation 
ha* 1,een.. The yhqle difficulty which 'bogfronts this 
commilqiFy today is that a t  np :time were We interests 

of tlie public taken: {nto c ~ s i d b r a ~ t i m  as much .as the 
political interests of: the, BXi~+isIteq, aq$ the individual 
private promises which had been made. 

So serious is the situation that vafious Ministers 
in the paqt weel; (although Govcrnmcnt ha5 n~ade  th- 
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there will be a man at  top looking through the hole 
in the roof. I hope that they will make a frank and 
full disclosure and take the people of Ba~rbadols into 
thee. confidence. I t  is not 11-hat the editorial of the 
, ~ d i ~ o c a t c  says or ~vliat the hall. junior &ember for 
St. John reads iiz his o ~ ~ ~ i z  editorial columns, hnt what 
the inan in the street feels about it. 

Mr. LEWIS: Before you put tht: clupstio1l Mr. 
Ch;iirniall, 1 am appealing to the Hon. Xnister  of 
Cammunications to let me know tvhctl-cr he ha\ re- 
vised his opinion as to the use of the revelzue which 
will be cobing in. a I f  he is 1~or;king along the line\ 
of a G o v e m e n t  Department, we hay(' jll t a l ~ r e d  
the method of dealing with tE.e money to be kept at 
the Treasury. 

I would suggest bhlat the Hbllse be ~ ~ l j o ~ r l l ~ d  
until Thursday or Friday and let this anloullt b-' 
increased; I think we shodd give him lnoney to 
these buses for a s d c i e n t l ~  long time and the m0ne.l' 
which is realised should be paid illto the Tleasuu 
iof t hk  colony or into the Bank. The ainount of 
money n-hich you give a conductor every morllillg 
whether i t  is ten dolls~ls O r  eighteen dollars, he could 
ai.ran$e to have that out of the rerenue which is paid 
lint0 the Treasury of this colony or into the Bank. 
If you find that y@u are running the bus service or 
'that part of the service which concerns eight coizc(>s- 
hionh J'OU have t i m ~  eriough to set up a cor~oratioll;  
:-on can get men and wonleii to assist you in the run- 
ning of this concern. 

l o u  ale lraviilg pourwli oben to great criticisnl 
~ tnd  Sou will probably leave yourself Open to easy rob- 
bery and all kinds of things, if you say for imtancL,, 
that you had $25 'and you sptlllt $10 or $15 out of lr . 

HOUSE 
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to build a, school for $1/4 nlillioll; that is O.K. 1 am 
glad to hear that they are takiag up the. matter heYi- 
ourly. 

Mr. ALLDER : Tthis matter has reached a stag13 
where are  ab& to take a vote on this Kesolutio~~, 

1 alld I think 1 should make my position clear On this 
j issue. I am inclined to vote for  the Resolution but 
if I do so, it is not hcause I feel that the Govern- 
mellt has approached the matter in a reasonable l 

I did not think that the matter was of this seri- 
: ous magnitude until I listened to some of the 
I tonight; they make me more apprehensive of th,. 
whole affair. I feel that the public should be prc- 
pared for a matter of this magnitude. No one seri- 
ously thought that the Goverllment intended to take 
over the buses of these eight Concessionaires at  all. 
cp to now as a &!ember of this Chamber 
I have had the feeling, with the disclosures whii*:~ 
have been made here tonight, that the matter is made 
more confusillg when, in oile statement the EIoli. 
Prerrlier said that the negotialtion; have been closed 
and the Minister of communications said in another 

that the doors are still open. 
12-40 a.m. e 

EIon. Xi. E .  COX : Mr. Chairman, I want t o  
explaill agaill, h,lve said already (and it is 
the G o s ~ ~ r l l l ~ l ~ l ~ t ' s  iatention) that at  the last momellt 
if a ~onc(,ssiollaiTe tvants to come in to ren,ew his 
eoncesc;ion, TV? would accept him. 

Nr.  ALLDER: I feel Government should have 
bepi1 very (leeply ilnpressed by the speech which 1 
felt came from the hcart of the honourable junior 
member fol. St. Andre~v. He was not here last Tws- 

If you have a Corporation it doeh not matter what day night when I inade siilzilar appeals to the Gov- 
they pay;  and then they should have a met,hod C L  1 crnment. I haid thrn not to make it impossible for 
having their revenue separated. That is an escellenL son to wach a succrssful conclusion, with the Con- 
ithillg when you b v e  a Corporatiov ok. some corporate cessionaires. I appealed to the I-Ion. Minister of 
boily fo= the m o s e  of your tran3pol-t syh- I Comniunications then, and even a t  this stage I am 

that can sue and be sued; and jrou ,have a &ysysten: 
of audit although a G?vernmdtit Department in this 
colony is not dlowed to use the revenue coming into 
the Department. YGU havp a Transport'system now- 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : \Ve a7e well aware of the 
ppitipn in a matter of this wr t .  $he whole ques- 
hion of finance is, of necessitx. still being illvestigated. 
We do not know what is going to fiappen these 
b* eompapies. I quite agree g i th  the points which 
the hone member is making, hut we have had to come 
down with this provision and I am sure hon. mem- 

,vili appreciate the position. Somebody may 
fall in Ie*hen Tve did not expect him to fall in; all of 
these things we hare to consider. 

J ~ ~ .  ~ ~ 1 1 ~ 1 ~ :  \\7hat Q~~~~~~~~~~~ is pa:-;llg 
for the buses is a cliffercnt matter altogether. Thiq 
i.: c~speucliture- 

JIpn. Q. H. AQA$S: TVe not havr to spcud 
a half penlzy of this mon?y at  all. 

LEWIS: If You came for (3001000 

or for $3 million you  nay not spend on(. cent of i t .  
bn: as suye as night follows day if you have to use 
it this $30,000 willr put  you "in the soup ' l .  I t  will 
land you in that had method from which 
never recover at all. 

M. See the 'Onme of thn 
hon. member's aryllnlent; and I will tell him that I 
will take up thc matter in Executive Colllnzitt~e 0 2 1  

Thursday. 
Mr. LEWIS : I have bee4,beariq.g abo* a long 

@journnlent and 1 Ifrow' that His Aononr the 
$ p e a ~ e r  can call a special meeting. However, 1 feel 
that we are s t ~ p i n g  oil! on the wrong foot. You have 
come here and asked for a token amount of a dollar 

still hoping, that we would not have to spend this 
$30,000. 

The reason why I niay votc for this Resolution 
1s because I do not want the Government to feel 
that now they are cornered in  the issue, we are refub- 
ing to give them the vote to carry on. However, cer 
tainly 1 am dissatisfied with all the transactions, 
ma'riecl out by the Minister of Communications. Tt 
prev~llts one from doing justice to the electorate Who 
ha\ One here. 

Sir, I feel very deeply in this matter. I regrct 
I Pave 110 other alternative but to vote for the passing 
of this Resolution. When T vote for its passing > 
ail1 no wiser over the matber; and it is ,because it 1s. 
unlike the Transport Service in England where the 
fiIiilister of Transport causes the public to bechm~ 
aware of his intention long before something Bap- 
pe'hs! You lhust prepare your public for 'yonr 
l l l t rnt~oi~r brfore you throw something ~uddenly on 
ild' sho~tlfcle~~ ; and as a responsible member of' thih 
Chilmher, T can ray that 1 ~5~8s  not aware that 
were gOihg gar. 1 

It does apprar to nie that this $30,000 is 0111)- 
a diob of (he alnoont which ide have to spend 
,,n i.hllC; ahd to the Hon. 
l'remier (]lot the IIon. Minister of Communications1 
~ h o  T feel should 1P more responsjble, to sqe that 
if it takes five five lt8,hegbtistr 
tlleg Coneesdinnaires to to do so; do 
not close your doots. ' I ' S , ,  ;. . , l ,  . ,,> , Q ,  

Sir: I am going to voteHfm thet'pltssing"of' tfiis 
Resolution beca,us+j 1, feelp*oat ,jf atsg~m of r&ponsj- 
&lity T .  sh'oula not do a n y t f n ? ~  b. tie fie. hands 
Government, but 1 l hope ,they will reciprocate the 
Erelings which I have expressed. 
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T h e  qzcestioa thcdt the Resolulion do now pass 
was put and resolved in the affirmative, the Com- 
nzitte? dividing as follows :- 

-2! A y e s :  Mr. SPEAKER, Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Hon. 
Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, Hon. M E. Cox, Hon. C. E. 
TALMA, Hon. R. G. MAPP, Mrs. BOURNE, Mr. HOLDER, 
Mr. BRYAN, Mr. BRANCKER, Mr. J. C. M ~ L E Y ,  Mr. 
~ A U G H A N ,  Mr. ALLDER and Mr. LEWIS-14. 

Noes: Mr. TUWR, Mr. HAi7N~s and Mr. GOD- 
PAR-3. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, as 
was intimated earlier-today, we had hoped we would 
have concluded the business we had to do in order 
to adjourn for a short holiday but that has not been 

i the case, and as i t  is a late hour now, I am asking 
honourable members to come back on Thuraday and 

4 '  finish this work this week. I bejieve members of the 
Opposition would agree with that. 

I beg to move that you do now report the passing 
nf four Resolutions in Committee and the postpone 

. l  
ment of five. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg ta second that. 
T h e  question wm put and agreed to. 
Mr. Chairman reported to Mr. S p e a k ~ r ,  who re- 

@ sumed tlze Chair and vpported accordingly. 
!' O n  separate motzons of Hon. Dr. Czimmins, 

' #  , seconded b y  Hun. IM. E. Cox in each case, the four 
1' Resolutions were read a first and second time and 

agreed to. 
12.50 a.m. 

PAROCHIAL EMPLOYERS PENSIONS (COST 
O F  LIVING ALLOWANCE) BILL, 1955 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Spcaker, under Private 
Members business I am asking leave that Order No. 
27 be taken now as Order No. 1. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is 
asking leave to take Older KO. 27 as Order No. 1 and 
unless there is any objection leave will be granted. 

There being n o  objection leave was granted the 
honourable membar. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I am sorry 
that 1 did not have an opportunity of moving thc 
passing of this Bill before; this Bill has held up  the 
payment to parochial pensioners since last March. 
In  this Bill all the pariahes are not covered. For the 
last two years the Vestry of St. Michael did not pay 
cost of living allowances to tnejr pensioners. The 
c~ther Vestries continued to pay this cost of living 
allowance to parochial pensioners for those years, 
and they then discovered that the Bill had not bee1 
dassed and they are now seeking permission in 
ehis Bill to  make the payment retrospective from 
then until the new Maude Bill comes into force. In 
the mean time when Lhe House gets into Committee 
we will have to mahc an  amendment to Clause 3. 
Z beg to move that this Bill be r?ad a second time. 

Mr. LE  WIS: I bbg tc  secc::d that. 
The qzceslzon that tl~iis Bill be read oi second time 

was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to mov: 
that you do not leave the Chair and this House go 
into Committee on this Bill. 

Mr. ALLDER: I beg to second that. 
The qthestion that this House go znto Conzmittee 

6n this Bill was put amd resolved in the afirmative 
without diwkionl. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that the honourable junior melr.r>er for  St. John be 
appointed to act as Chpirman of Committees for the 
time being. 

Mr. TUDOR: I beg to seccnd that. 
The  question that  the honourable junior member 

t o r  S t .  John, be appointed to  act as C " h a i m n  for the 

time being was put and resolvad &I the  aIffimruutiv4 
without division. 

Mr. S P E A K E R  lo[t the  Chair and t k e  H o z ~ e  
went into Committee Mr. Vaughan being in the Chair. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Ch~irman,  I beg to 
move that the Preamble be postponed. 

Mr. LEWIS: I beg to second that. 
T h e  question that the Preamble be postponed was 

put alnd resolvad in the affimativs without division. 
Clauses 1 aad  2 were called and passed. 
Clause 3 was called. 
Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, the present 

Bill states "an allowailce a t  the rate of 20% in 
respect of the first S100 of pension or any part 
thereof; at  the rate of 71/2% in respect of the second 
5100 of pension or any part thereof ;" I beg to move 
[hat 80% be inserted instead 3f 20% and 50% be 
inserted instead of 71/2%. That is correct; the Bill 
was printed incorrectly. The amended section 
should now read "an allowance of 80% in respect 
of the first $100 of pension or any part thereof; at  
the rate of 50% in respect of the second £100 of pen- 
sion or any part thereof; and a t  the rate of 5% in 
respect of the third $100 of pension or any part 
thereof ; " 

I beg to move that Clause 3 as amended stand 
part. 

Mr. LEWIS: I beg to second that. 
T h e  question that Clausa 3 as amended stand 

part was put ajnd resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

Clause 4 was callecl'. I t  reads as follows :- 
"No pensioner shall receive an  allowance under 

this Act greater than the sum of S32.10~. per annum." 
Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Ch~irman,  in Clause 4 

the maximum allowance payable under this Act is 
£32. 10s. I beg to move that £32. 10s. be amended 
to read S35 instead. I beg to move that Clause 4 as 
amended stand part. 

Mr. LEWIS: I beg to second that. 
Tlze qtcesizon that C b u s e  4 as amended stand 

part was put and resolved in the affirmdtive without 
division. 

Clause 5 was called and passed. 
Clause G u;as cabled. I t  r e d s  as follows:- 
"Nothing in this Act declared or expressed 

shall affect the rights of Her Majesty her heirs and 
succezsors or any person except such as are mentioned 

I in this Aet and those claiming by from or under 
t h ~ m .  " 

Mr. GODDARD : JIr. Chairinan, an amendment 
to this Clause should be made. 1.n printing the 
words "all bodies politic and corporate and all 
others" should be inserted after the word successors 
in line two. I beg to move that Clause 6 as amended 
stand part. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I beg to secorid that. 
The  question that Clause 6 as amended stand 

par'& was put and resolved in th3 a f f i r ~ t i v e  with- ' out division. 
Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 

that the Preamble stand part. 
Mr. LEWIS: Now, Mr. Chairman, before I 

second that motion I hcve to make one or two obser- 
vations. If you alter the conditions of a Bill you 
have to alter the Preamble to suit. If a preamble 
is brought in here asking you for one thing, and 
you have changed something in the Bill, you had 
better see if i t  is right or wrong in the Preamble too 
although the alterations in the Preamble on this occa- 
sion do not seem to be many. However, I second the 
motion with the understanding tnat the consequential 
amendments be made to stand part. 

Thle question that the  Preamble stand part of 
the Bill was put and resolved in 'the affirmative 
without division. 
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O n  naotion of iMr. GODDARD secmded by  Mr. 
LEWIS, iVr. CHAIEMAN reported the  ppas~in~g of 
the Bill in Conamittee. 

Mr. S P E A K E R  reslckned and r e p r t e d  aocrord- 
ingly.  

O n  separate motions of Mr. GODDARD second- 
ecl b y  MY. LETVIS in each cma the Bill was rmd a 
third time and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT 

whereas it should have been put down that I came 
in after the decisioii was made. b d  at  the end of 
the Keport it was put down that the Ninister i n  
charge would be dealing with it. What Minister A 
v ould deal with that? There is no such thing as a 
Aiinister in charge of the staff of the House. When 
an occasion like that takes place let us  not feel that 
we have any leg up  by Ninisters meddling in  things 
of this sort. 

Xr. SPEAKER,: 1 should like to let the honour- 

Hall. Dr. H. C*. H. C m l I N s :  Mr. 
earlier today there was an intimation that we are 
going to have a few weeks adjournment, and con- 
sequently there were certain mopey Resolutions which 
we had hoped tc get Lhrough today. We are there- 
fore asking honourable members if they are willing 
to come back to this House on Thursday next so that 
we may still be able to have that long adjournment 
l beg to move that this House do now adjourn until 
Thursday next at  2 o'clock p . ~ .  
1.00 a.m. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to second that. 

POST OF CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

Mr. LEWIS: l really intended to take the op- 
portuility 011 the inotioil for the adjournment of the 
House to ask \&ether honourable members can be 
enlightened as to ~vha t  happened with so siinple a 
inatter as that of the advertisement appearing in the 
Press relative to the filling of the vacant post exist- 
:ng among the Officers of this House. There have 
been no fewer than two aclrertiseinellts appearing ill 
the newpaper, 'both of 11-hivh l ~lnderstallcl were 
wrong. 

1 was not here when the particular debate tool< 
place, but I think the recommendations of the Com- 
 nitt tee mere accepted by the Honse with an amencl- 
ment ; but not an amend~nent which affected the 
salary attached to the post; and still the advertise- 
inent did not seem to carry the recoinmendation of 
the Committee right. An amended Notice has only 
appeared this mornina, but that is not good ellough. 
A Notice like that will have to 'be paid for ;  the 
House lnay not have any money to pay for it, bat  I 
do not this that we should let a Notice of that sort 
appear in the newspaper as a Government Notice. 

In the very constitution of thir rolonv, 
the Servants of the House have been divorced from 
the Government Servants; and 1 do not see whr that 
Xotice should have appeared as a Government Notice. 
There are two mistakes which have occurred in  the 
Report of the Select Committee: the Report was not 
~ i g n ~ d ,  b11t i t  has pot me down ar, beinq prewnt; 

a'ble member lmow that in the daily newspaper the 
salary scale appeared wrongly in  the first issue, but 
a correction was made. 

Mr. LEWIS : (Sitting) I t  was corrected wrong- 
ly. 

I 
Mr. 'SPEAKER,: That might have been the fault 

of the 
Mr. LEWIS: (Sitting) The correction \went out 

' l  
f10" this House- 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUIIMINS: Mr. Speaker, 1 .&. 
cm asking leave to move for the rescindment of a 
former motion. If we do have this lollg adjourn- 
niei~t the question of the appointment of the 
Clerk will not be proceeded with. That means 

' that whereas Mr. Thomas and Mr. Banfield 
vvere appointed to act as Clerk and Deputy 
Clerk respectively ulltil the end of August, I think 
a inotion should be made that they continue to act i n  
the respective offices until the 30th September. That 
 ill give us a chance to  appoint the Clerli. 

There being no objection Leave was gl-a'rhted tha 
H o ~ t .  JLin,istel.. 

Hon. Dr. H .  G. H. CUMMJNS: I beg to move 
that Alr. Thomas be appointed to act as Clerk until 
the :?0th September, 1955, and Mr. Banfield be ap- 
poiilted to act as Deputy Clerk until the same date. 

11011. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The qjlestio% w)as put and agreed to. 
Mr. T,EWTS : 1 think it would be ill order for us 

just to hare sollie snlall card or cyclo-styled notice 
cent to hol~onra'blc members who are not now pres- 
ent saying that at  the meeting of the House today 
the House was adjourned to meet on Thursday next. 
If such a Notice is put in_ the mail by 10 07cloclr # 
ill the morninn. i t  will reach the homes and offices 
of every honourable member, and no hpourable 
inember will be able to say on Thursday tha? he did 
not k11ow that there wasi a meeting of the House on 
that d a r .  

The  question that  this H o m e  do now adio~crnl 
vnfil; Thursday next ,  the 18th" imta f i t  at 2 
p . ~ .  was p ~ t  and resolve2 in the  a f f i m t i v P 1  witho?tt 
rlilqicion. nvd Mr. RPEAKER ad,jozcrnied the  Ho~t.9~: 
ctccordinrl7y. 




