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-cations, Works and Housing) ;

THE
House of Assembly Debates
(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION 1954—55

HOUSE. OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday 16th August, 1955.
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem-

bly met at 3 o’clock p.m. today.

Present :

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. Huseaxps, (Speaker) ;
Hen. Dr. H. G. H. CumMins, (Menister of Social Ser-
vices) ; His Honour Mr. A. E. S. Lewis, (Deputy
Specker); Hon. M. B. Cox, (Minister of Communi
Hon. R. G. Marp
(Manister of Trade, Industry and Labour); M.
F. C. Gopparp, (Leader of the Opposition); Mr.
. E. Mg, Mr. J. A. Havnes, B.A, Mr. E. St. A
Hoiver, Mr V. B. VaucuAN, Hen, C. B. Tapma,
(Manister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries).

Pragers were read.

MINUTES

The Minutes of the meetings of 23rd and 28th

-June, 1955 respectively having been printed and

circulated, were taken as read and confirmed.
BILLS RETURNED FROM OTHER PLACE
Mr. SPEAKXKER: 1 have the honour to inform

-the House that I have received the following:—

The Legislative Counecil have the honour to re-

“turn to the Honourable House of Assembly the Bill
“intituled—

““An Act relating to terms of tenure in respect
of small holdings and providing reasonable security
of tenure for tenants thereof and for purposes
incidental thereto or connected therewith.”” It

‘has been signed by the honourable senior member

presiding and is dated 11th Aungust, 1955.

Also from the Honourable the
Couneil the following:—

_The Legislative Council have the honour to
return to the Honourable the House of Assembly the
Bill intituled :

““An Aect to consolidate and amend the Acts of
the Island relating to keeping and auditing of pub-

Legislative

“{ie aceounts.’’ With the amendments as shown on
-the paper.

It has been signed by the honourable

¢

senior member presiding and is dated 9th August,
1955.

Also I have received the Sugar Industry Agri-
cultural Bank Report and Accounts dated 30th June,
1955. Also a letter from the Aecting Deputy Clerk
applying for leave of absence owing to illness.

LEAVE TO ACTING DEPUTY CLERK

Hon. Dr. H. G. . CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
I beg to move that leave be granted to Mr. D. A.
Banfield from his duties for today.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question that Mr. D. A. Banfield be granted
leave from his dutids for today' was put and re-
solved in the offirmative without division.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
I beg to movk> that Mr. R. C. Chapman be appointed
to act as Deputy Clerk for today’s meeting.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question that Mr. R. C. Chapman be
appornted to act as Deputy Clerk for today’s meel-
g was put and resolved in the affirmative without
FAISION.,

PAPERS LAID

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS on behalf of
the Hon. Premier: 1 am commanded by His Excel-
Jency to lay — : )

Message No. 23/1955 from His Excellency the
Acting Governor to the Honourable the House of

Assembly regarding the new Combined Christ Church
Foundation School

MESSAGE NO. 23/1955

His Exzcellency The Acting Governor
To
The Honourable The House of Assembly

His Excellency the Acting Governor has the hon-
our to inform the Honourable the House of Assembly
that the Secretary of State for the Colonies has ap-
proved a grant up to a maximum of $240,000 from
Colonial Development and Welfare funds towards
the construction and equipping of a new combined
Christ Church Foundation School.

2. An amount of $400,100 is included in the
Estimates of Capital Bxpenditure for 1955—56, Part
I1, Head IV—Education, item 6 for this project and
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includes token provision of $100 for the purchase of
land. Revised plans for the new school have been
prepared to meet an estimated total cost of construe-
tion and equipment of $340,000.

3. The proposals for acquiring the land re-
quired for the new School involve—

(a) the acquisition of seven plots of private-
Iy owned land adjoining Chureh and
School property;

(b) the exchange of certain property owned
by the Church and property vested in
the Governing Body of the Christ
Church Foundation Schools.

As regard (a) negotiations are in train for the aec-
quisition of this land.

4. In respect of (b) the following proposals
have been submitted to and have been approved by
the Governing Body of Christ Church Foundation
Schools and the Church authorities :—

(i) The Government to provide a suitable
Rectory on the site of the existing Boys’
School and allow the Church the use of
the material etc. of the School Annexe
(which will be demolished) for the
purposes of building a Church Hall;

(i) the Church to reserve a small area at

the castern end of the Rectory lands on
which teo erect a Church Hall. The
Rectory building and the remainder of
the Rectory lands to be taken over by
the Government including a strip of
land approximately 12 feet wide run-
ning the whole length of the Rectory on
the opposite side of the road;

(ii1) the difference in value of the exchange
of the two properties to be made up by
the Covernment by a cash payment;

(iv) the Government to acquire from the
Church the Memorial School Hall and
lands the remainder of the Glebe lands

required for the purposes of the new
School.

5. The following valuations in respect of this
transaction have also been accepted by the Govern-
ing Body of the Schools and the Church authorities:

$

(1) (a) Valuation of existing
Rectory and outbuild-

ings excluding landg

(b) Valuation of Memori-
al School excluding
land

(¢) Total area of all
Chureh lands requir-

ed (including land on
which Reectory and
Memorial School
stand) 332,965
square feet averaged

at 131%e. per square
foot 45,215.00

14,400.00

4,800.00

64,415.00
$

. (2) (a) Valuation of land on
which Boys’ Sehool
stands —  approxi-
mately 24,800 square
feet valued on same

basis as (e) above ... 3,360.00

(b) Value of demolished
materials from the
existing Boys’ School
to be handed to the

Church . 96L.00-
(e) Value of the new Ree-
tory converted from
the existing Boys’
School . 24 000.00
28,320.09
Difference in valua-
tions—to be paid in
cash to the Church 36,095.03-

6. The Government is advised that, although
the existing Christ Church Boys’ Foundation School
is vested in the Governing Body of the School, the
Governing Body has no power of sale in respecc of

the property, and that it will accordingly be neces-

sary to seek the approval of the Honourable Legis-
lature for the sale or exchange of this property.
It will also be necessary for the Church to obtain
the approval of the Honourable Legislature for dis-
posal of the glebe land.

7. In order that the works programme of the:

Public Works Department shall not be disrupted it
is desired to begin the construction of the School
during September. In the circumstances, the sane-
tion of the Honourable the House of Assembly is
sought for the Government to proceed with the con-
struction of the mnew Christ Church Foundation

' School pending the conclusion of the legal fornalities.
and the enactment of the legislation to which re‘-_v

erence is made in paragraph 6 above.

R..N. TURNER,
‘ Acting Governor.
Government House,
Barbados,
15th August, 1955.

(M.P. 4003/S.20/T.1)

Annual Report of the Barbados Police. Force:

for the year 1954.

Statement of Revenue and Bxpenditure of the
Barbados Savings Bank for the year ended 31st
December, 1954.

Quarterly Return of Transactlons in Rum to
30th June, 1955.

The Civil Establishment (General) (Amend-
ment) No. 5 Order, 1955.

REPLIES

Hon.C. E. TALLMA : Reply to Question No. 26-

asked by Mr. J. C. Tudor regarding ex-gratia pas-
ments to workers displaced by bulk shipment of
fancy molasses.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. M. E. COX: Resolution to place the sum:
of $30,000 at the disposal of the Governor-in-

Executive Committee to supplement the Estimates.

1955—56, Part I, Current, as shown in the Supple.
mentary Estlmate 1950—56
the Schedule to the Resolutlon

IHon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Resolution to place:

the sum of $16,200 at the disposal of the (Governor-
in-Executive Committee to supplement the Estimates
1955—56, Part I, Current, as shown in the Supple-

mentary Estlmate 1950—56 No. 21, which forms the

Schedule to the Resolutlon

No. 20, which forms-
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Resolution to approve the grant of a sum of

.$1,200 as a gratuity to the estate of the late Alfred

Gittens, former Messenger and Library Attendant of
the House of Assembly.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Resolution to place ths
sum of $6,600 at the disposal of the Governor-in-
Executive Committee to supplement the Estimates
19556—56, Part I, Current, as shown in the Supple-
mentary Estimate 1955—56, No. 22, which forms the

.Schedule to the Resolution.

Resolutioim$o place the sum of $320 at the dis
posal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee tc
supplement the Estimates 1955—56, Part I, Current

_as shown in the Supplementary Estimate 1955—50,

No. 23, which forms the Schedule to the Resolution.

Hon M. BE. COX: Resolution to place the sum
of $7,000 at the disposal of the Governor-in-
Executive Committee to supplement the Estimates
1955-56, Part I, Current, as shown in Supplemen-
tary Estimate 1955—56, No. 24, which forms the
Schedule to the Resolution.

'3.25 p.m.

SUSPENSION OF RULES 88 & 89
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, with your

‘permission ecertain Resolutions were eirculated for

today’s sitting of the House. The reason for that is
that this House hopes to adjourn today for a few
weeks and there are certain of these items which

_are pressing. Two of these money Resolutions are

considered to-be urgent and we would like to get
through with them. I am therefore asking leave to

. move for the suspension of Rules 88 and 89 in order
to ‘deal with these Resolutions in all its stages today.

There being no objection leave was granted the
‘Hon. Munister.
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Rules

'88 and 89 be now suspended.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.
The question was put and agreed to.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY
Mr. SPEAKER:

The first order of the day

-stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Social

Sérvices: to move the House into Committee of
CQupply to consider the grant of sums of money for

-the service of the colony.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to
move that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and

the House go into Committee of Supply and that it

Le an instruection to the Committee when the House
is in Committee to deal with the Resolutions of

-~which notice has been given eariier today.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.
The question was put and agreed to.

- . SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE NO. 17

Visit of Princess and Civil Aviation
Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, this Resolu
It is &
small Resolution and T think we can pass it as it

-stands, without dealing with the Head separately

The first Ttem is a revote of $50 in connection with
the visit of Her Royal Highness Princess Margaret
and the next Item is an amount for $3,800 for the
purpose of strengthening and replacing the Airpori

-fence at certain points.

‘We have had no end of trouble in replacing thi:

fence due to the fact that persons who graze their
-animals on a part of the area cut loose the fene:
from time to time and soon after it has been rein-

3

stated so as to get to the grazing area. Some fime ago
we were lucky to avoid an accident; I think it wag
a sheep, that ran across the runway when one of
these American planes was taking off with emigrants
for the U.S.A. We have blasted the hills in order
to make it impossible for them to get over to the
grazing area; but whatever we have done they have
still found it possible to get across.

It has been decided to strengthen that part of
the fenee and secondly to employ two watchmen to
wateh the area in order to prevent these people from
cutting the fence and wending their way across the
runway.

This is regarded by the Director of Civil Avia-
tion as a very serious thing, in that if at any time
a plane touches down and an animal is on the rumn-
way it might cause the plane to be damaged and =
number of lives might be lost. It is felt that in
addition to these things, stronger measures should
be taken to avoid any accident which is likely to be
caused by straying animals.

I do not think that there is anything more which
honourable members would like to know, but if any
questions are asked so far as it lies in my power
I will endeavour to answer them. I beg to move
that this Resolution do now pass. '

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.
3.35 p.m.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if
the Hon. Minister in charge of this Resolution is
satisfied that this is the right kind of material for
the keeping out of small stock. Seawell is very
much wind swept; and I do know that any sort
of metal is liable to bear erosion unless it is prop-
erly treated. ‘

Although we are protecting that fence from
being eut by the lemployment of two watchmen, it
is still a fact that the rusting of it will continue,
and I hope some attention would W2 paid to it. In
former years they used a wallaba post and pigeon
fence, but of course that may be more easy for
people to pull down. However it is just a matter
of your seeing what is the right kind of fence 12
use up there, bzcause it is a fact that the sea air
plays a great havoe with metal fences in that area.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I promise the
hon. member to take the matter up with the Direc-
tor of Public Works. However, I feel that the
Director is satisfied that this is the best typc of
fence.

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: I see that you are em-
ploying these two watchmen only on a temporary
basis. If somiebody is continually cutting the wire,
I think the Hon. Minister should consider ap-
pointing them permanently; because as soon as you
take them off, the cutting and thie destroying of
that fence will continue, but if the people know
that these watchmen ame employed permanently
they will cease to cut that fende.

Hon. M. B. COX: T would like to say in reply
io the hon. member that we are just trying out
this idea. If it is necessary to employ them on » -
permangent basis, by all means they will be em-
ployed permanently.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I am sorry to
speak after the Hon. Minister but I would just
like to say that it does appear to me to be a waste
of time for you to be every mow and then having
to replace the fence which is reguiarly cut there
as intimatd by the Hon. Minister. And it is a much
worse fhature after you replace such a fenee that
you still have to employ watchmen to wateh it.

I am wondering if the regulations of the Air-
port are fully enforeed, because in that part of
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thj> district it is not so to speak a great thorough-
{are, that is to say. there are not large villages
sround the Airport wiere you can say that you
get a regular passage of people. That being so, you
can better enforce your regulations there than in a
place where you have hundreds of people passing
every day.

The fact is that you should emphatically state
that on the eastern or southern side of the runway
no stock at all should be permitted. If, as the
ifon. Minister says, the sheep get away and run
across the runway and therefore are liable to cause
damage when a plane comes in, I feel that regulations
"should be enforced to say that no stock whatsoever
should be permitted in that area for grazing pur-
poses. There should either be impounded or their
owners prosecuted, because it is true to say that if
you allow them to traverse the area you endanger
passengers and planes.

I eannot see that besides your spending money
to replace the fence which every now and then is cut,
you must also pay two watchmen to watch it. You
should either do away with the replacement of the
fence which because of sea sprays rots out regularly
along with being cut by passerbys as you have said,
and employ two watchmen permanently; or you
" should see to it that the regulations are fully en-
forced and that a suitable type of fence is put up
which would not need replacements regularly.

In my opinion you cannot have both. I do not
know how temporarily these two watchmen would be
employed; the Hon. Minister has not said. The
amount set down: here is for $1,100. I do not know
if that means that these two watchmen will be em-
ployed for the balance of the financial year: I would
Tike that to be made more explanatory.

The question that the Resolution do wow pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without di-
wision.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE NO. 18

Education and Fire Station

~ Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, this next
Resolution is for the sum of $23,732 to supplement
the Estimaes 1955—56 Part 2—Capital. The items
are set out separately. The first is for three lots of
expenditure under Head IV—Education; but the
greatest sum of expenditure is for the Fire Station
which comes under the other Head — Head VII—
Miseellaneous.

‘With respect to the $3,000 to be voted for the
erection of a Library and two class rooms at the Lodge
School, which is the first Item, the note sets it out
quite clearly. This amount is required for extra ex-
cavation so as to provide reinforcement to the found-
ation in order to make a satisfactory job; and you
could not have seen that until you had started the
excavation.

The second Ttem is for the St. Joseph (Western)
School, and it is for certain laboratory fittings. Aec-
cording to the note, the Director of Public Works
has now received an account from the Crown Agents
for $187.30 in respeet of those laboratory fittings
ordered for that school. The final detailed cost of
those figures has exceeded by $23.21 the provision
which remained in the vote and supplementary pro-
vision of this amount together with the unexpended
balance of $164.09 is now required.

The next is for the Princess Margaret School and
the note explains quite fully what has happened. In

that particular instance it is purely a question of a
revote.

As regards the Fire Station, hon. members will.

see set out elearly why we are asking for this amount
of roughly $20,000. The note reads as follows:—
(4) The total estimated cost of this project
was $294,300. An amount of $15,923 was spent in
1953—>54 and the balance of $278,377 voted during
1954—55. The total estimated expenditure to 31st

March, 1955 as shown in the 1955-56 Estimates was-

$271,3G0 and the estimated balance of $23,000 was re-
voted in the same estimates. The actual expenditure
at 31st March, 1955, was $251,717 leaving an avail-
able balance on the original vote of $42,583.
only $23,000 as revoted in the 1955-56 Estimates and
the revote of the remaining $19,583 is now required
to pay outstanding accounts together with certain
equipment and installations not yet completed and
for the payment of a final portion of land which is
still being negotiated.

I do not think there is really anything compli-
cated about this. If there is any matter arising out of

this vote, hon. members can ask me. Frankly, I am.

not going to answer al] sorts of questions. In accord-

ance with the usual procedure in which Items under:
a particular Head may be voted separately, 1 beg to-

move that Head IV—Education, stand part.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS': I beg to second that.
3.45 pm.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, what strikes me-
as funny about these revotes is that Government
wants all the money that was originally estimated.
Tt is peculiar that you should want every cent of the
money that you originally estimated for.
School is finished, vou should be able to say where

this $661.23 is. These projects are finished finished.

as you know; and it only means that if you want

$19.57 more you will have to come back to the

House for it.

Can the Hon. Minister say whether all the aec-
counts for the Fire Station and Princess Margaret’s
School are now in. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: According
to the instructions, yes.] What I am concerned about
is this: what is the object of coming back here in
another couple of months with another Supple-
mentary Resolution for this, when if you had just
waited a little longer you would have been able to-
say that you want so much to complete this Fire
Station.

The Fire Station is an expensive building and
nobody wants to refleet on the vote of the Iouse,

Lut it is a few thousand dollars which might come-

with good grace from the Department. But to be:
able to say that you want $19,583 T do not think that
vou should be so exact; it does not look right to me.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I think that this.
Committee should take the opportunity to compli-
ment Major A. G. Bradford on the work which he

has effected at the Fire Station, and also to com--
mend him for the wonderful display which he has.

been able to put on for the people at the opening
of the new building. "

I was one of those who strongly opposed the ex--
penditure on that building because I felt that it was
too much; and also because I thought that the site
was not the best. But inasmuch as my opinions
have been overruled and the building is now up, I
must say that it certainly is an admirable building;
and the improvements which are there desire the ex-
pression of appreciation for the officer who is re--
sponsible for such things.

As regards the additional class rooms for the
Lodge School T can substantiate the on. Premier’s
remark on this issue; because I saw the foundations-
when they were being laid. It is surprising to see

Of this-

If the:
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the difference in change which the workmen met
while digging.

There were several pockets in which you got
stone higher on one side and then a sudden decline
on the other which had to be straightened out. The
people who were doing it experienced some difficulty.

‘What I prefer to see is that instead of voting
$26,000 for three additional class rooms, the Hon.
Premier should have been introducing legislation to
give that school the amount of living space for which
they were asking. The Hon. Premier has to con-
sider that this school accommodates about three or
four parishes in that area; and there is a very big
waiting list from which hundreds have to be turned
back every school year because there is no room;
and the people should have been taken on now that
work is being carried out.

_It would have been better to give it three or
four additional clags rooms and have it finished
altogether in view of the fact that it is a Boarding

- School and you have to make accommodation for

the boarders.

When the Blackman’s School was being buiit,
not a workman from St. John or any of the other
parishes was able to get employment on the construes-
4ion. The edict was, that all the people from that
area must be employed in the construction of the
school; but now that the work is being carried on
at Lodge, you find that the workmen of St. John
find it much more difficult to get employment. I
do not know who has ordered that policy, but it
certainly does obtain.

On the first occasion I went there, I noticed
that nearly all the workmen on the job were people
who lived outside the parish of St. John. I person
glly, have no control over that; but for the pur-
pose of the smooth running of such works, as much
satisfaction should be given to the people concerned.

. and an order should be given that the general ruling

which was given in respect of the building of Black-
man’s School should also be carried out when work
is being carried on in other parishes.

T do not know if I can make an appeal to Hon.
Ministers in this respect, but I hope that the Director.
of Public Works will remember that formerly in
certain parishes most of the workmen were em-
ployed from the immediate area, and that he should
put the same policy into practice when he goes to
other parishes.

Other than that, I quite appreciate the attempt
by the Government in coming to the aid of the Lodge
School at last; it has been several years that we were
asking Government to come to our rescue. While
this can only be termed as a piece meal method to
what is really needed at the school, T hope that in
the next Estimates Government will come down with
further provision to be made to give the school the
accommodation which it now needs.

3.55 p.m.

Hon. ¢. H. ADAMS: Although I do not agree
that a member of the House of Assembly because he
is a member for a particular parish should, (if T may
quote a Guianese gentleman who used to favour us
with his political activities in Barbados some years
ago) be ipso facto a member of the Governing Body,
nevertheless T know the honourable member has so
great an interest in the Liodge School that he has
accused me on the floor of this House of not being
sufficiently interested in the Lodge School as to pay
it a visit. Well, T tried to amend my ways and I
have visited the Lodge School along with Captain
Tomlin and the Assistant Director of Education and
80 on,

1 agree with what he has said generally, but it
we have turned down the Lodge School at any time
we have sometimes turned down Harrison College
and the Christ Church Foundation School also, be-
cause of the necessity of seeing how far the money
will go between them.

1 take the liberty now of saying more fully what
I should have said last Tuesday or on some other
ocecasion when the honourable junior member for St.
Lucy made one of his characteristic untrue state-
ments about myself, as to say that he could not be-
lieve anything which the Government or any mem-
ber of the Government said, because we say one
thing and promptly proceed to do the reverse.

The tolerance which you and the Speaker have
shown members of this House is something for which
we are grateful; but I suppose 1 cannot let it go by
that anything could be more untrue than that accu-
sation by the honourable member for St. Lucy. What
the honourable member was referring to is a per-
petual habit of certain members in taking a little,
—when not completely fabricating something which
never existed,) of the truth and twisting it. I say no
more since that honourable member is not in his place.

He accuses me of being a member of the Govern-
ment which says that we are willing to give free
secondary education, while on the other hand we ares
saying that there must be a maximum number in
school. Long before Ministerial status started the
Lodge School had its documents and requirements

~completed with the Department of Edueation ag re-
gards expansion and the rest of it. As to the Library,
I myself told a distinguished member of the Other
Place who is always very keen to push the cause of
the Lodge School that I would not be prepared to do
anything in the Estimates for the Library until I saw
a few old Lodge Boys giving books to the Library.
Then the Government would come forward; and
gradually the Lodge School would come inte its own
when we had helped other schools with a Library.

On this question of class room accommodation,
I have before me a memorandum sent to me and the
Department of Fducation on the question of extra
staff and extra accommodation. The question of
the Library does not come in this particular matter.

Instead of it being true that any member of the
Government wanted to limit the number going info
a particular school, hon. members know how we have
said that we would teach under a Breadfruit tree
rather than turn children back. What happened was
that the Governing Body of the Lodge School wrote
to the Department of Education and asked about
class room accommodation. They suggested that if
added accommodation were made they could have
another stream added to the Lodge School, pointing
cut that one form was running not merely into the
30’s but into te 50’s; and the Department agreed
that they had made out a case. The expression was
used that the Director of Education agreed that you
should have these two additional classrooms and you
could have up to 390 or 400 provided you did not
lower the standard of entry.

I will have to see about the extraordinary argu-
ments appearing in the Press by people who ought
to go back to school. On this question of the number
of boys. the Director of Education has officially ac-
knowledged that with the development of the.School
Lodge School is streamed with a maximum total of
399 pupils and it does not seem that that development
can be postponed much longer.

The Governor-in-Executive Committee agreed
that if vou added these extra class rooms, you should

-have additional graduate teachers and you should

allow the school to take up to 390. I had a meeting
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with the Headmaster of the Liodge School, the Director
of Education, the Hon. Dr. Massiah and the Secre-
tary of the Board and we agreed to go ahead on thit
basis. But the hon. junicr member for St. Lucy is
accusing me of fixing a maximum beyond which
people would not be admitted; 1 assure the hon.
members for St. John that that is not so, because
although the hon. junior member for St. John has
not spoken he is equally interested and therefore
would forgive me if T appear to be personal. I have
said harsh things about Harrison College which I
have not said about the Lodge School, and Harrison
is my old school; I have no bias in favour of one
school as against another,

4.05 p.m.

The Lodge School made out a case, the Depart-
ment agreed with them and 1 agreed with the
Department; and as a result of that, we are doing
for the Lodge School what we think is right and
can afford to do at present. I ecan assure this Com-
mittee that the position of Lodge School is being
taken care of in the same way as any secondary
or elementary school.

Before 1 sit, T wish to say that I appreciate
that ir this respect the hon. senior member for St
John is not just talking as a politician, but as a
rcpresentative of St. John who 1is interested in
the educational institutiong of that parish.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I am going fo make
a point which I forgot to make when I first spoke,
and I do not think it is necessary for me to get a
reply to it, but I think it should be made. Here are
we after passing money for a particular school,
hearing that on digging the foundations you dis-
covered these pockets in the soil; you must have
had buildings erected already in the vicinity, and
1 take it that this is an addition to some of
the buildings which you have already there

Do I understand by this that no attempt was
made to test the foundations before the estimates
were made? That is the conclusion which one is
bound to come to on reading the Addendum. Should
you not have found out what were the foundations
there before you made out your estimate? That is
what you claim you did. However, if the disaster
which befell the Combermere School has caused them
to be cautious, at least that is a blessing in disguise
up to that point.

I sincerely hope that it is not a case of slack-
ness on the part of the Department in not testing
the foundations before you got your estimate. It
is a thing which should be tested first. Do you mean
to tell me that this little piece of land is so dif-
ferent to the other land in the vicinity on which
you have erected buildings?

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I assume that if you
have buildings at the Lodge School and you have
a record of them, you will assume that if you had
to go say 20 feet deep for the foundation for them
that you will also have to go the same depth for
your foundation for this building; but oceasionally
you come across a pocket or two in land around
which you are building.

I am suggesting that it is quite possible of
course, to drill holes to see what are your founda-
tions for a building you propose to erect although
it is alongside other buildings; but how many are
so ecauntious as to do that. Even in private life
you do not do it. I do not know if hon. members
have been so cautious now as to have their windows
b'oarded up knowing that you may expect a hur-
ricane at any time.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I really mention-
ed that point so that anybody reading it will see
that when you are constructing buildings in Bar-
bados, that you may come across an entirely differ-
ent subsoil alongside sites where you have build-
ings erected already.

Mr. ALLDER: 1 can assure the hon. junior
member for the City that an unusual state obtains
up there at the Liodge School as regards founda-
tiens. I saw them myself when I was taken there.
You get solid stone, and underneath it you get soft
clay.

It is approximately 20 years now that mno
building econstruection was carried on in the area;
therefore the present Director of Public Works
could not be acguainted with the soil and founda-
tions where they proposed to consiruct this new
building. As I have said, they are putting down
strong foundations for this building, and hon.
members can only regret that when foundations for
Combermere School were being prepared they did
not take the care that they are taking now in the
erection of this building at the Lodge School. 1
think everybody should be glad to hear what care
is being taken now in seeing that they are proper
foundations for this new building,

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Before the question is
put, I should like to say that quite recently the
Fire Officer has pointed out that in case of a fire
at the Lodge School there is a death trap. Be-
cause of that a Resolution which wiil be put be-
fore the Executive this week, will shortly be com-
ing down for about $3,000 or $4,000 to make
certain alterations at the Lodge School. I there-
fore want hon. members to know that we will be
coming soon again with a Resolution to provide for
proper staireasing and so on at the Lodge School.

Mr. VAUGHAN: At the risk of being super-
fluous, Mr. Chairman, I must rise to say that 1 am
glad to hear what the Hon. Premier has just said.
1 do know that at a meeting of the Governing
Bodv we discussed the matter and it is some
months now.

‘We were told that this was estimated for and
sent down to Government and I was rather sur-
prised on reading this Resolution to see that it was
not included in this vote. I am glad to hear the
Hon. Premier say it would be soon attended to,
because I econsider a fire hazard [is' something
urgent and more urgent than anything dealing
with foundations.

The question that the Resolution do mow pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE, 195556,
NO.19

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker,—The next
Resolution is for the sum of $9,250. As is stated in
the Addendum :—

Certain land, about 371, acres in all, lying
immediately to the north of the Waterford Cross
Road owned by the Government, has recently be-
come available for its use. It is proposed to wuse
the land for agricultural research into such matters
as the economies of small scale agriculture, irriga-
tion practices, cultivation practices, spacing, soil
conservation measures, and varieties. The results of
this experimental work will be disseminated through
the Agricultural Extension Service.

The total cost for the remainder of this year

"is $12,250, made up as follows:
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Non-recurrent Roade. suck-wells ete. $ 2,450
Recurrent Salaries, field staff . . 900
Preparation of land 1,480
Establishment and
care of cane crop 2,220
‘Weeding .. .. 1,000
Tertiliser (including
experiments) .. 650
Food crops. Estab-
lishing and reaping 1,950:
Reaping ete. of cane
crop .. .. 900
Sundries and contin-
gencies 700
$12,250

Of this amount, a sum of $3,000 has been made
available from funds voted under Head XXI, De-
partment of Science and Agriculture, Item 44, Con-
tingencies. This expenditure was immediatly required
for such items as weeding and fertiliser, in order to
safeguard this year’s return from the land, and
would be necessary whatever the agricultural use
to which the land is put.

Expenditure on this land in a full year for the

purposes indicated is estimated at $10,750. Revenue
for the remainder of the current year is estimated at
$5,200, leaving a net deficit of $7,050, and in a full
year at $7,100, leaving a net deficit of $3,650.
i As honourable members will see, the Addendum
is very full. It sets out all the material points; but
I think it is my duty to refresh the minds of honour-
able members on some aspects of the subject. As hon-
ourable members would recall, under the (New) Agri-
cultural Extension System, the island is divided into
three Provinces:

The Southern Province comprises the biggest
parishes: St. Michael, Christ Church and St. Philip
with 10,642 Peasant Holdings.

The Central Province comprises St. Andrew, St.
Joseph, St. George and St. John with 7,429 Peasant
Holdings.

And the Northern Province comprises St. Luecy,
St. Peter, St. James and St. Thomas with 9,649 Peas-
ant Holdings. EBach Province is under the control
of a Senior Peasant Agricultural Instructor who is
in charge of the Agrieultural stations in the area and
also the Instructors in that area.

Honourable members will recall that although
there are six agricultural stations in the island there
1s. only a limited area of land available for experi-
mental purposes at the District Agricultural Stations.
But few experiments can be laid down at the same
time because of the limited area of the stations with-
out upsetting data now being obtained concerning
the basie economics of agriculture on small holdings.

Much more rapid progress could be made if an
additional area of land of say 30—40 acres were made
available even on a temporaryv basis so that a large
number of experiments could be laid down to obtain
urgently needed information in a comparatively short
time.

There is a lone Memorandum which sets out
this (New) Agricultural Extension System and I
think it only approvriate that I should remind hon-
ourable members of the salient points. This Memo-
randum has been prepared hy the Director of Agri-
culture, and states infer alin that a counsiderable
vortion of the island’s available land is held by
peasaunts.

Tn the vear 1947 the total acreass of land held
v neasants was 17.282 acre« and of this total about
14,600 acres were arable. It will, therefore be seen

that about one fifth of the total arable area of the
island is in the peasants’ hands, and it is felt that
this land should be cultivated to its optimum pro-
ductivity so as to cope with our ever increasing
population.

Now, these are attempts to go into research of
small scale agriculture which will be demonstrated
to peasants by agricultural instructors in an island-
wide effort to develop small seale agriculture under
the (New) Agricultural Hxtension System. These
demonstrations wili reveal such important factors
as extent of ratooning. use of fertilisers, manures,
soil conservation measures end varieties ete. All
those are the finepoints of agriculture which peasants
need to know a great deal of.

The object of utilising the 3714 acres of land
lying immediately to the north of Waterford Cross
Road is ultimately to disseminate the results of the
experimental work proposed to be carried out there
through the Agricultural Extension Service, and
appertains to all peasants; both those who grow
canes and those who engage in the growing of food
crops as one of the essentials of agriculture.

For the last period (1940—1953) the average
rumber of tons of canes per acre reaped were as
follows :—

ESTATES PEASANTS DIFFERENCE

M.29.01 20.57 8.44

Sir, the amounts for expenditure are all set
out in the Addendum. The Non-recurrent, includ-
ing roads, suck-wells etc., total $2,450; while Re-
current, including salaries, field staff, preparation
of land, establishment and care of cane crop, weeding,
fertiliser (including experiments), Food crops, Estab-
liching and reaping, reaping ete. of cane crop, totals
$9,100; sundries and contingencies are set at $700,
making a total proposed expenditure for the re-
mainder of this year of $12,250.

You will see in the Addendum that the amount
of $3,000 has been released from the Contingency
Vote in order to enable certain vital work to be pro-
ceeded with.

The expenditure on this land in a full year for
the purposes indicated is estimated at $10,750. The
Revenue for the remainder of the Current Year is
estimated at $5,200 leaving a net deficit of $7,050,
'amd in a full year at $7,100 leaving a net deficit of
$3,650.

This work is essential and we are asking that
these amounts of $6,800 and $2,450 be granted so
that the work of agricultural research might be pro-
ceeded with and also the very valuable information
to guide the peasants for the better utilisation of
their 1and to be secured.

I beg to move that this Resoluton do now pass.

Flon. R. G. MAPP. I beg to second that. _

Mr. J. ¢. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I sup-
port the Government in their attempt to utilise this
parcel of land in the way in which thev intend;
but there is one evil the Government will have to
seek to remedy, and that is: the Government’s
treatment of the unestablished staff. Some of these
workmen have worked for a long time with the
Government. They are not entitled to any pen-
sion; but they are looking forward that the Gov-
ernment will agree to give them something at the
end of their years when they are no longer gble
to be employed. The procedure is that 'there is a
long drawn out investigation which sometimes takes
vears to complete. I want to draw the attention
of the Hon. Minister of Agriculture a certain in-
stance, which has been my experience.
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There was a certain man who used to be a
member of the unestablished staff of the Home
Agricultural Station. He was laid off because of
his age; and since that date he has been constant-
ly coming to me desiring to know what help the

Government intends to give to him. My colleague

tabled a question here in connection with the mat-
ter and neither he nor that man has heard any-
thing about it yet. That former member of the
unestablished staff was under the delusion that he
would be taken care of by the Government. I
want the Government to take eare of the unestab-
lished staff. If you are going to give them a grat-
uity you should do so as early as possible and do
not keep them in suspense.

4.25 p.m.

I feel that a different and better system should
have been devised by this Government to deal with
the servants of the unestablished staff. These
people do a lot of hard work in the Government's
fields around, and I think a greater amount of
attention should be paid to them espeecially when
they get old,

I hope that the few remarks I have made for
those poor voiceless members of the unestablished
staff will reach the right ear, and that better con-
sideration will be given to these people. I believe
that by the labour laws in existence on the plan-
tations now the plantations are supposed to provide
for a pension or gratuity for their employees who
work there for a long time and the Government
should treat their workers better than how the
plantation owners treat theirs.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Those who have listened to
me on the floor of this House touching the matter
of small scale agriculture in this island will know
how welcome a Resolution like this is to me. I
am going to quote a sentence from this Resolution
as follows:— ‘

“It is proposed to use the land for agricultural
research into such matters as the economies of small
scale agriculture, irrigatio npractices, cultivation
practices, spacing, soil conservation measures and
varieties. The results of this experimental work will
Le disseminated through the Agricultural Extension
Services.”’

There is no more significant proposed experi-
ment than this. In the colony of Trinidad a simi-
lar experiment has been going on now for some
years in small scale farming, in order to discover
the basic foundation of such a scale of farming
that would make a paying concern to the cultiva-
tors. There is a lot of small seale peasantry
throughout the British West Indies; but at present
it is almost a total failure as far as economie results
to the cultivator are concerned. It is a total fail-
ure because of the fundamental ignorance of the
small scale farmer with regard to the essentials
of economic farming.

There is a wide spread superstition (I call it
s0) that the size of a holding best determines the
economic value of it. That has been disproved
time and time again in different parts of the world;
and it has been disproved in the West Indies by
the Trinidad experiment. But T must warn the
Minister that one of the essential things in order
to diseover the possibility of proving that small

. scale agriculture can be economie, is that the trial
of this experiment be undertaken by a capable
manager.

The Manager of the Trinidad experiment was
a man fanatically interested in proving that small-
scale agriculture in the West Indies can be an
economic venture for the small holder. He was
passionately interested in demonstrating that and,

so far, his experiments have gratifyingly establish-
ed that it is totally possible that small-scale farm-
ing will pay,

I have heard it argued time and time again
that if you cut up the estates in Barbados, poverty
and ruin will result; I agree with that up to a
point. If you cut up estates and leave them to
be farmed with the traditional outlook and the
traditional ignorance of the average West Indian
peasant as far as agriculture is concerned. of
course there will be ruin resulting; but eventually
in the not too distant future, small-scale agricul-
ture must be the foundation of West Indian econ-
omy; and that is why Colonial Governments in
these parts have been mainly interested in agri-
cultural experimentation where the peasant is
concerned.

We, in Barbados, have been less so interested
throughout the years than most other West Indian
colonies.  There have been Land Settlement
Schemes taking place throughout the West Indies,
and many of those Schemes have proved to be
economic failures. They have proved to be eee-
nomic failures because there have not been any
conscious or studied attempt on the part of the
Government to make them otherwise. The agrieunl-
tural education of the peasant is a thing which.
if practised in the West Indies with Land Set-
itlement, will never be a failure.

I welcome this Resolution perhaps more than
any other Resolution which has come before this
House because its implications are revolutionary.
We cannot envisage the birth of this experiment
throughout the area unless we see it culminating
in the widespread multiplication of the present
movement as the foundation of West Indian econ-
omy. I warn the Minister that merely to under-
take this matter as a cane-farmer scheme will
prove to be a failure. In Barbados we cannot
think of anything but cane-farming; and we feel
that if it is not a question of cane-farming, then
there must be failure. I say that is a local fetish
which is consciously and unconsciously felt by
those +who interest themselves in retaining the
plantation economy.

T am one of those who have become totaily
revolutionary when it comes to the building into an
essential economy, the plantation system as applied
to the West Indies. The plantation system was a
child of slavery, and as such it was admirably suit-
ed for its time; today it cannot offer employment
at the height of the reaping season to the agrieul-
tural districts. It does not offer that maximum of
employment which would justify its existance; and,
consequently, we cannot envisage any widespread
industrialisation in order to employ our surplus
population and which will be a surplus for a long
time to come. We are therefore quite correet in
undertaking an agricultural experiment where
peasantry is concerned.

4.35 p.am. )
1 will warn you, Mr. Chairman, that we should

follow and direct those experiments along the lines
which obtain in Trinidad. Where there are several
forms and types of farming undertaken. They arc
principally, the small plot for mixed farming or
which experiments ean be carried out with fodder
orass to feed cattle; the small plot for growing
canes; the small plot for yams and other vegetables,
and then the smaller plots for vegetable gardening.
You can therefore see that there is not ome typ<
of farming to which the Minister of Agriculture
must apply himself, but that there are several types
on which he must experiment to find out which
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would be the most economic; I am using the word
‘economic’ in the broadest sense of its term.

The essential thing about this type of farming
is that it is undertaken by the tenant farmer and
his family; they must be the personnel to cultivate
and control the farm. Many peasants own not more
than one-acre plots, yet that can prove to be suffiei
ent for a well organised family to manage. Broal
crops are not essentially the best, and if a tenant
farmer has to hire labourers to attend his plot,
paturally, half of the real purpose of undertaking
peasant farming goes by the board. The best peas
ant farmer is the one whom he and his family alone
cultivates the plot.

I will warn the Hon. Minister of Agricultuce
again that the type of Manager wnich is employed
in this scheme will more or less determine its success
or failure. I do not remember exactly the name
of the Manager in Trinidad, but he is a man whec
bas apparently spent his life in trying to establish
that small scale farming needs not be a waste of
time either to the peasant farmer or to the total
economy of the country.

I can recall at once one man whom I am sorry
is not still amongst us; but he showed an intense
interest in peasant agriculture during his term of
office here, and proof of the comprehensive work he
did in that respect is left behind hjim; I refer to
Mr. Halerow. It is my opinion that there can be n«
greater asset to any country than the establishment
of peasant agriculture, and it was that which IMr.
Halerow tried to establish here. I hope one of
these days he would come back here and establish
this work further. I do know that persons of his
type are very rare to find in these colonies, but they
are not impossible to find.

I will again warn the Hon. Minister that in his
search for a Manager, he must try to find on: not
with any highfalutin ideas as far as tropical peas-
sntry agriculture is concerned; but ome who is
passionately interested in peasant agriculture, su(fh
as the Manager who is doing that type of work in
Trinidad and who has proved that small scale farm-
ing can be an economic pursuit and an asset both
to the peasant farmer and the people of the colony
as a whole.

Sir, I emphasise my conviction despite the skep-
ticism which I have heard here. Small scale farm-
ing can be as successful in the building of the locai
economy as plantation farming has proved up to
now; and it offers to our people somvethmg whl'eh
plantation farming never offered; and that is socia!
stability. That is the essential thing about it; it
offers a social stability which no plantation system
can offer to our people.

With these words, I can assure the Hon. Min-
ister of Agriculture of my great personal welcome
for a Resolution like this; and if he so direets his
efforts, I am sure that in a few years’ time, it will
prove all that it ean prove to him. Te will then
¢o down in Barbadian history as the most suecessfal
Minister of the first regime. .

The question that the Resolution do now pass

“was put and resolved in the affirmative without

davision.
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE NO. 20

‘Bus Concessions

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, the next
Resolution is for the sum of $30,000 to provide
working capital for the running of certain bus
concessions which will be relinquished by the 24th
of this month and which may not be taken over by
other people. Honourable members will remember

the negotiations which have been taking place be-
tween the Government and bus Concessionaires from.
time to time; therefore, I do not think it is necessary
at this stage to bring in the long drawn out corre-
spondence and discussions that have taken placs.
4.45 p.m.

As hon. members know, we could reach no agree-
ment. Xight of the 14 bus Concessionaires have de-
cided to hand over their buses to the Government at
prices to be agreed to subsequent to the recommenda
tion of the Arhitration Board to be set up to go into
the matter. It is necessary now at this stage for th-
Government to come to the House in order to get
funds to carry on the bus transport service as from
the 25th of August. The sum, estimated at $30,000,
will be required to carry on for at least three weeks.

We are therefore asking that this Committee
agree to the passing of the Resolution in order that
the Government may be enabled to meet its com-
mitments in providing transport until such time
(acecording to our hope) as some new Concessionaires
should eome forward to take up the rountes that will
be relinquished or handed over by the present Con-
cessionaires.

I beg to move that the Resolution for the sum
of $30,000 do now pass.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, in second-
ing this Resolution I wish to say that I hope to leave
the island on Saturday next for the United Kingdom
where I hope to continue the talks on the Deep
Water Harbour with the Colonial Office officials. I
wish, therefore before I leave, to make it quite
clear, both from a personal as well as from a collee-
tive point of view as a member of the Government,
that the Government has mever said anything in
connection with this business that it does not mean.

There has never been the slightest hint by any
of us that we were putting out feelers; there has
never been the slightest question of bluff or anything
of the sort. But we are socialists, and we believe in
the nationalisation of public utilities when they are
not efficiently run by private enterprise.

When the general public is suffering as a result
of high costs or lack of supplies and matters of that
sort which the capitalist system inevitably meets with,
we do oppose the capitalist on such things, which
are possibly not always economic. Nobody can run
an almshouse for profit. Nobody can run institu-
tions like the General Hospital and the Waterworks
for profit.

Our problem with regard to the nationalisation
of public transport has always been that. If we can
control the frequencies of a bus service, the wages
to be paid and the hours at which the buses are to
run, and the amount of service they should provide
for the general publie, there is no reason why the
State should own them. If, however, we are dissatis-
fied with the service, then public utilities such as
transport, water, light and power should be owned by
a municipality or a central government; and all our
actions in connection with this bus crisis have been
actuated and governed by this consideration.

It may be, that in the long run, in considering
an efficient service, (we have got to test it out for
itself) nationalisation is the only answer; but if,
(and I say this with some feeling) I am about to go -
to the Colonial Office to ask the British Treasury
to be as liberal as possible with its financial help,
we have got to give much thought to this question of
nationalisation. To those of our opponents who keep
saying to us why not natipnalise immediately, this is
the answer: we will always nationalise if we find that
it is the only means of running a public utility or




1388

HOUSE

cther concern as cheaply as possible for the benefit
of all the people of the community. But if that is
not the case, we see no reason why we should spend
a couple of million dollars in buying out all these
buses if it can be avoided. If, however, it is neces-
sary, either temporarily or permanently to ensure
an efficient public service, then nationalisation be-
comes imperative.

As I said before, I shall not bhe present in this
House for the next two weeks, and it is for this reason
that I am emphasising these facts. I wish further
to say that six of these fourteen Concessionaires
have said that they will continue to run their buses.
In regard to this, I do not think that we are being
optimistic in sayving that some of these people who
thought that we were bluffing when they see that we
mean business, they will certainly agree between
now and the 24th instant to join with the other eight
Concessionaires in taking similar step. I stiil be
Jieve that on the morning of the 25th instant the
Government will be ranning these six buses among
the rest.

We are actually making inventories of these bus
eccmpanies now because we do not intend to buy
junk; we intend to buy what is good enough to run.
1 am making this particular phase of speech in order
to give the last possible warning to any idiot of a
Concessionaire whe thinks that the Government is
afraid of running the buses. If we are forced to run
the eight concessions we are going to run them. If any
Corecessionaire or other interested person were to
come forward and say he is going to take over, he
can take over. As regards the Government, we
would take whatever we are forced to take.

I do not think I would be doing my duty if
I did not make that clear and precise statement
as to my feeling as a whole. Ownrs is a collective
responsibility; what T am saying is not the feel
ing of any ome particular Minister.
make it crystal clear that mo Concessionaire can
say that the reason why he did not offer to hand
over his buses was because he was under the im-
pressicn that the Government was bluffing. There
was no question of bluff on the part of the Gov-
ernment. The other six Concessionaires ghould fall
into line with the rest.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT and M.
rose to speak.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The
ber for St. Peter may proceed.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT. Mr. Chairman, we all
thought that in a matter like this, we would have
had a more detailed explanation from the Hon.
Minister of Communications who has now come down
with this most important Resolution. What has
struck me most strangely, is that the Hon. Minister
of Communications has taken it for granted that in
this new idea of the operation of a bus service, the
Hon. Minister did not think it neeessary to give a
fniler explanation to the House as to what led the
(overument to take up these concessions and operate
the buses on the strength of hoping to get the
approval of the Legislature in this Resolution for
$30,000.

4.55 p.m.

On Tuesday last he was not dealing with the
question of operating buses; this is the first time
" tnat he is dealing with this matter tecause the note
to the Resolution says this: ‘‘The Minister of Com-
munications, Works and Housing hopes to deal with
this Resolution in all its stages at next Tuesday’s
meeting of the House.’ /

He could not have dealt with this matter last
Tuesday because he is asking the House to deal with

JRAWFORD

hon. junior mem-

We want to-

the Resolution through all its stages to-day. 1 am
on holiday but I took time off to come here because
this is an important matter. I hope to hear some-
thing more from the Minister before the debate is
closed.

In s¢ far as the history and theory of Socialism
are concerned, I do not think that this is any bit of
Socialist legislation: because even from the last
gpeaker nothing has been stated abeut the Govern-
ment’s intention to run the public services in this
island. What the CGovernment is sayifie in this:
“‘Provided that people do not want to run the bus
service in this island along the lines we say they
should run it, we intend to take over the serviee.”’
That is a very different thing from saying categori-
callv: ““It is our intention to run the public
services.”’

The question of efficiency or inefficiency is not
answered at this stage, because the Government has
had a Committee of Enguiry to go into the gquestion
of the claims for increased bus fares, a Committee
which I eriticised because it was not a representative
Committee, but a Committee which represented one
section of the community. The Cemmittee has re-
ported and it ig on that Report that the Government
is dealing with this matter. The Government need
not have been called upon to give any subsidy
becaunse the matter could be worked out very simply.
If a man is not making any money on the service
he is running, you need not subsidise him so as to
capitalise something new which he has to provide;
there is no need for the Government to say that this
subsidy was proposed to be given on the hasis of new
services. -

The Hon. Minister has said that he is submitting
this matter to arbitration. This Chamber does not
know on what basis he 1s submitting the matter to
arbitration; the Minister has not told us why they
are submitting the matter to arbitration, but there
15 a foregone cenclusion that it is not necessary te
have the matter debated in Parliament. T ask again:
on what basis is thic matter going to arbitration?
The Minister has not said it. Are voun sending this
matter to arbitration on the basis of paying eizht
people who have not yet come to you? What type of
arbitvation are you setting up? Are you setting up
a one-man arbitration or a Board of arbitrators?
Can you tell this Chamber and the public who the
arbitrators are? Are you going to appoint local

_uarbitrators or people from outside, or are you going

to get people from the United Kingdom mixed up
with the transport scrvice to become arbitrators for
vou? Is that not information which the publie should
have?

They want $30,000; $15,000 for wages for two
weeks and $15,600 for gasolene, oil and incidentals.
It the Gevernment proposes to take over this service,
can’t they say on what basis they are taking it over?
Are they taking it over with the idea as has been
mentioned in the Press, that the employees will
become Civil Servants? What are your broad plans
for taking over this service?

Another point is this: there is no question of
ranning the service efficiently. You have stated that
the service is not efficient; the mere fact that vou
have these ‘“‘pirate’’ buses on the roads means that
there is no efficient service. 1f yon have reached that
stage to-day then it should be stated publicly: ‘‘we
feel that the transport service has broken down and
wve must take it over.”” But it would be a dangerous
policy to take over the buses of these eight people
and leave the others to run. On what basis are you
running the buses of these eight people? Along the
basis that the buses of the other six people are run-
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ning? This service which is rendered in Barbados is
small enough that any single Corporation can run
it efficiently.

Too many employers to-day are working
employees on bare brain, and they say that with these
economic changes you have to change your economic
thinking; you have to revamp things on the lines
that each man cannot run a business by himself and
expect to make money. I am satisfied that the ques-
tion of transport is not only a question of £.s.d., but
the matter of redeeming the situation and making
it a working proposition has not been told to this
House. If you need a matter of $2 million to pay
these people in order to run the tramsport service,
vou need mnot do that. The Government has
nationalised gas in this island, and you have examples
in the United Kingdom where they have nationalised
coneerns; but the British Government did not have
to take encugh cash out of the Treasury to leave
themselves broke. Anyone who proposes that theory
is not thinking of the realities of the situation.

At this stage you do not have to worry as to
whether this service is efficient or not; we have
passed that stage. The Government is satisfied that
the offer which they made to the Concessionaires and
which was refused by them, is a reasonable one, and
the Government is now taking over this service,
Well, if they are taking over this service, why do
they not tell us how they are taking it over?

5.05 p.m.

All T am saying Mr. Chairman, is that the Hon.
Minister should have been able to tell the Iouse
about such matters when introducing this Resolu-
tion. s not that a fair proposition as to how the
Hon. Minister should have dealt with this matter?
Arbitration does not deal with the question of poliey;
it only deals with what is reasonable to be paid.

Why could not the Mon. Minister say that
Government proposes to run this matter as a Govern
ment Department, or as a Corporation, or by some
strong board? How can members of this Committee
make a criticism of it one way or the other? I do

- know that if Government runs it as a Govermment

Departmentt, the machinery for dealing with i
under a Government Department will be too slow.

Will the Minister of Labour be looking after the
conditions of empioyment of the people who work
on buses? Will he be looking after the working
hours of those people and saying that there should
be a shift system? 1 will tell him that in dealing
with the question of wages of those people, we of
the Trade Union are not satisfied with the wages
paid to them. We¢ do know that it is going to cost
you more than $15,000 a week. We are not per-
petuating the system under which the people who
work on buses are paid by the day. Those people
should be paid guaranteed wages and we are going
to ask that they be paid a guaranteed wage every
week,

‘We in the Trade Union movement are thoroughly
c¢pposed to that antedeluvian method where you take
people working in a service like transport and pay
from a small daily wage; that should not take place
in a Transport Service where a man is required to
work every day and to drive a large number of the
general public. We do not subscribe to the idea that
you should pay a man $2.40 a day, the result of which
means that a man has to make up what he considers
should be his earnings out of the fares he collects.
‘We do not subscribe to that indignity.

Whatever were the problems in the past, we
are going to tell bus conductors and drivers that
they have to play a fair game; they must not now
play the game which they played when they received

low wages on the basis that their employers knew
that they were going to steal to make it up.

If T may show you how slowly Government Depart-
ments work, I may say that it has taken the Govern-
ment over two months, nearly ten weeks, before the
names of the arbitrators were published to look
into a malter between the Telephone Company and
its workers who are in the Barbados Workers Union.
If we had told them to strike, somebody would say
that we are not responsible people. 1If that is the
¢ituation you are going to get when Government
takes over this Bus Transport Serviee, you can
imagine what is going to happen. Perhaps, when
you make a wage claim, the Minister concerned will
be out of the isiand and the machinery of the Depart-
ment for looking after that will not be working
because there would be nobody there to make a
decision. You will have a temporary postponement
of your life because of that.

Sir, I must be frank about this matter. I.et me
ask you again: have you set up a department to
deal with this matter? Are you going to deal with
it as a semi-department of Government? Would the
Labour Commissioner be sending around and asking
what wages you are going to pay to those persons
who are engaged? Let me make this quite clear to
vou: all workers have a right to join an organisation
and organising themselveg for a purpose.

It cannot be based on if someone wants a worker
to be orgamised. Government should state firmly
how it is going to run this service. I know they
cannot run it like when you send a letter to a Head
of a Department, he takes a note of it and then sends
it to the Minister. It does not work that way in
commereial dealings. My warning on that side of
the question is this: I do not think the Government
has at its disposal a staff of men capable of running
this transport business on a commercial basis. If
Government has such a staff, it should have been
told to vs at an earlier stage. We shouid not have
tn ask the Hon. Minister for an explanation.

1 wonder why the Hon. Minister did not think
it necesvary to give us an explanation on that aspect
of the matter. You say vou want a working eapital
of $30,000; why do you want that £30,0002 What
is the income that you expect to receive from these
concessions when you take them over? 1 do not
know if the information is still secret as to the
reasons why those people have refused the offer
made by Government. Ig the reason purely that
the people are handing over these buses and not
running their concessions because the offer by Govern
ment is not good enough? Moreover, is the Govern-
ment prepared to take them over on the same basis
as the Conecessionaires?

I have heard from someone that there is a Con
cesgionaire who was willing to take over the whole
lot of concessions. I do not know if the Minister car
say it is a fact that someone was willing to take over
all the concessions and Tun the service as a whole.

It is my opinion that we have now reached the
stage where public transport is in a mess and there
is no doubt about that. Will the Hon. Minister say
what will be the cost of taking over this service?
T ask that question because I want to go on recorc
as saying that I am not diametrically opposed to an
increase of bus fares. I do not believe anybody who
is in his senses would be diametricallly opposed to
an increase in bus fares on the supposition that
bus fares have reached their limit.

I do mnot subscribe to that view, because I know
that some members of the travelling public pay
$2.00 per month for the rental ofl a Rediffusion set
and that can be considered as something which has
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not entered their life before. You do not go and buy
a refrigerator before you buy a cooking pot; simil-
arly, you should not want to put in a Rediffusion set
in your house if you cannot pay for your travelling
tu work and back.

5.15 p.m.

What I do say is this: You do not raise bus-
fares at any cost to the community unless you are
satisfied that it is impossible for that service to be
maintained at such a level as would give a fair main-
tenance wage to all these people. You talk about
the capitalist theory and you talk about the wocial-
ist theory; but as soon as you admit capitalism you
have to admit the question of profit. As soon as you
say the opposite of this the natural concomitant is
a fair return which means a fair investment,

If Government subscribes to the view that the
public should pay no increase in farves for their
transport, in order to give the people a profit, then
that means that they have agreed that the Conces-
sionaires are making profit already. Yet acecording
to them they are willing to give a 13% rebate to
the capital. On the other hand if you are satisfied
that it is not making enough profit and you intend
to take over his business then he is to be given
jufficient as would enable him to go into any new
venture 'which he may desire.

The most the Government should have said is this-
if you want an amount for expenditure I am going
to give you part of the amount; but as soon as you
make it the full amount it will be regarded as an
amount on both the old and the new services. Gov-
ernment is as illogical in its proposition of a suh-
sidy as the report of the Committee itself whick
said that there was not enough ‘‘statistical informa-
ion to make proper comparisons and reliable estim-
ates.”” Yet this Committee is satisfied that an
increase in bus fares should be made.

Mr. Chairman, I understand that you would like
an adjournment at this stage. I therefore beg te
move that you do now report progress and ask leave
to sit again,

Mr. LEWIS: I beg to second that.
ADJOURNMENT

The question that the Chairman do now repori
progress and ask leave to sit again was puf and re-
solved in the affirmative without division.

Mr. CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER
resumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

On Motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX the House adjourned
for half an howr.

5.20 p.m.
On re-assembling.
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY
Bus Concessions

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, before we
resume I should like to say that T understand that

the Chairman of Committees will not be present y

until later. T therefore beg to move that the hon-
ourable junior member for St. John be appointed
to act as Chairman of Committees pro fem.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question that the homourable junior mem-
ber for St. John be appointed to act as Chasrman of
Committees pro tem. was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, before
the Committee resumes I should like at this stage to
let the Minister of Agriculture know that it 1s my
intention at some future date to discuss the replies
to question No. 10 tabled by me, so that the Hor.
Minister may be prepared to reply to my comments.
) Hon. C. E. TALMA: Question No. 10 relatinyg
to what? )

Mr. . L. WALCOTT: Relating
Welfare Funds.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
went into Committee Mr. VAUGHAN being in the
Chair.

Mr. ACTING CHAIRMAN: On the adjourn-
ment the House was discussing a Resolution for the
sum of $30,000 to supplement the Estimates 1955-56
Part I, Current as shown in the Supplementary
Estimate 1955-56, No. 20, which forms the Sched-
ule to the Resolution.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Acting Chairmai,
on the adjournment I had made certain points re-
lating to this Resolution. I said at the beginning
that I regretted that the Hon, Minister of Com-
munications did not regard it as ‘‘necessary to sav
more,”” To use his exact words. That statement was
upheld by the Hon. Premier because he himself
said more than the Hon. Minister of Communica-
tions who was the appropriate Minister dealing witi
the Resolution. That is something which iz a bit
unusual for the Introducer of an important measure
like this.

So far as the nationalisation of this utility is
concerned, I would say that there should be no ques-
tion whatsoever of the Government not being satis.
fied that the serviece is not being run in the best
interest of the Community. The Government has
made those broad statements.

Now, I cannot propound a theory for the Gov-
ernment, but we do know that the Hon. Premier did
say at one time that he would nationalise the Elec-
tric Company in six months time. That iv one of

to Labour

those statements which people sometimes make as

fa matter of convenience; but now that sober reflec-
tion has taken hold upon him he is saying that he
would not nationalise any industry or public utility
unless it were in the best interest of the community.

Now, you are satisfied that the private concerns
are not doing well; but the mere fact that you are
being forced now to take over more than 509 ot
the public transport system of this country, shows
‘how muech you believe that this is so; now you are
asking for this Resolution for the sum of $30,000
to be able to run it. When will you be satisfied to
take over altogether?

At this stage Mr. ACTING CHAIRMAN left
the Chair and the House continued in Committes
Mr. SMITH being in the Chair.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: T repeat, Mr. Chairman,
that the Government is asking permission to run
more than 509 of this bus service. How are you
going to run a public utility serviee in which 50%
is being undertaken by the Government and other
people are going to run the other part of it? Are
vou satisfied with the other six Concessionaires who
are going to run the other part of the service? You ean
guite clearly see in this what the Premier himself
has said; that is: it is not their intention at all to
run public transport. According to him.: we are only
going to run public transport if the veople who are
running it now should refuse to run it.

T ask these questions again: are you satisfied
with the service that they are giving the public? It
you are not satisfied with the service they are giving
vou should be forced to run it. How would you rua

A
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g public service like this? I am not an expert in
public transport; but if the Government is satisfied
that bus fares should never be increased except over
{their dead bodies since they are satisfied that the
public is paying enough at present, and if the Gov-
ernment said we are going to run this service our-
selves, what is to prevent them from saying: 1 am
going to buy all the tyres and all the things that
this company is going to use for this service duty
free? There can be nothing wrong with that.

Nowadays the Eleetric Company does not pay
any duty on machinery imported by them; with the
Sugar Industry it is so; and Cable and Wireless
pay no duty. What is to prevent the Government
from saying that they are going to nationalise this
transport service? Why delay? Why ecannot the
Government say to-day now that they have an oppor-
tunity to do so they are going to see to it that this
public utility be in the hands of the (GGovernment?

The theory of nationalisation is not based only
on the idea of a private company being able to run
something better than a public company. They
should not be held up to ransom. Nobody can blame
the United Kingdom Government when they nation-
alised the Sieel Industry, that it was being run
ineffeiently. On the contrary it was an efficient
service; but the Socialist Government of England
did not wish to know whether the steel magnets of
HEngland were running it efficiently or not; they
thought that the Steel Industry was one that should

. be nationalised and they nationalised it.

If you look at this question this way you will
see that there are certain services that should be
in the hands of the Government and not in the hands
of private ownership, for the simple reason that
the public in general should receive the benefits.
6.05 p.m.

To-morrow if you feel that you should have
better buses and better accommodation for the school
children, there is nothing to prevent you from doing
that. The Government is asking for this money to
carry on the service on a temporary basis for two
weeks, but the Government does not intend to tak-
cver this service as a nationalised service; I say that
from the speeches which have been made.

This is a positive example of fright: if the Gov-
crnment were satisfied that they showd take over
ithis service they would not have asked for new
Concessionaires. The Emergeney Powers Bill was
passed on thHe basis that the Government would have
to run the service. If you feel that this serviee
should be owned and run by the public, you shounld
say and carrv out the princivle that the Govern-
ment intends to take over public transport and run
it in the interest of the community. Whether you
do it tomorrow or not, the Government must face
the aquestion of taking over the transport in this
island. but not on the basis proposed here.

If you agree that the capitalist system and the
private system must run these buses, you must agree
to give a subsidv which is tantamount to an increase
in the bus fares. There is nc point in saving that
vou are not agreeing to any increase in bus fares
kut you are agreeing to give a subsidy; that is Tike
sayine that vou are not giving a man a 20% in-
crease, but vou will feed and clothe him and allow
him to live in the house free.

The real income of the bus companies has been
increased by the Government’; offer of this 15% in-
crease; they have agreed on the remuneration to
be given to the bus owners, although there is no in-
crease in the bus fares, and the Government will
cventually  increase the subsidy on gasolene and
other thinge.

If this matter has been properly analysed by
the Government, what are the reasons for not tak-
ing over all the buses and running them in the in-
terest of the community; tomorrow if the same thing
kappened with the Electric Company, would you say :
““I cannot take it over because it costs so much
money ?’’

It has been stated that Hon. Mr. Manley was
anti-British, but you will still find that he can get
a loan oversubscribed for his Government. Some of
us who are pro-British have to be going up and down
8¢ as to get a loan in connection with the Deep
‘Water Harbour. That 1s merely enpassant.

What is the Socialist theory when it comes to
public ownership? That is not based on the ques-
tion as to whether you can run a service or not; it
is based on the fact that it is so important to the
well being of the public that there should be public
ownership of the service. Some of the Conserva-
tives are now telling the Government: ‘““You ave
wrong to own the buses’’. The Conservative think-
ing has always been that way when it comes to in-
dustrialisation; the Government must go out of busi-
ness; but today, in this modern age, we know that
the development of the community cannot be done
on private capital alone.

As 1 said some time ago, some people believe
that the time is still 4 o’clock; but 4 o’clock has gone
and it is now 6 o’clock. What is the point about
trying to be naive in this matter? If you are going
to take over the bus transportation service, then do
it and tell the public so. Many workers will be out
of employment owing to industrialisation; we know
that people will lose their jobs through the construe-
tion of the Deep Water Harbour; but while the con-
struction of the Deep Water Harbour will provide
less for people, it will provide greater efficiency.
You will have less jobs but you have to change your
whole economie thinking in order to do the best for
vour community. If you are mnot satisfied with
this public utility service, there is no question of
telling me that you are doing this on a temporary
basis. Should arbitration decide the policy for you?

The Hon. Minister says that it was not neces-
sary for him to say anything more; but more than
what? Mors than nothing? What are your prepara-
tions? What is the Government prepared to do?
Let Parliament and the public know. Do not think
that the basis whieh you are now putting to bus em-
ployees will satisfy them; far from it.

If any member of this House still carries on the
slavish mentality that a worker is only there when
vou want him, but does not regard him as security
for somebody, that is something which must be dealt
with. There are people who believe that the So-
cialist theory prevents them from getting together.
When you pay a driver a minimum of $3,00 a dav
vou have to realise that he might have to pay more
than one-third of his wages for rent. You know
the type of food he has to eat, and he has to sit down
behind a public vehicle for hours; all those things
have to be taken into account. i
6.15 p.m.

T think T have made it clear what is the position
so far as wages are concerned, whether they are
paid out by Government or by the Concessionaires.

I consider that it is right to let it be known what
are the implications in the bus service today. T will
go to any part of Barbados and say that if the bus
service is to be justifiably improved the community
will have to pay for it, whether by your subsidising
it or by vour paying a direct 1mcrease in bus fares.
As T have said earlizr, T have been watching the
progress of the community and there are certain peo-
ple who have undertaken certain expenditures which

cannot b> considered to be things of necessity.
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Should the Government take over the running of the
bus service, the public will have the opportunity of
knowing what it will cost. If vou are satisfied that
the service is adequate enough, then no increase in
bus fares is necessary.

To-day, the public is called upon to pay higher
taxation on everything. Comparatively speaking, the
taxation in this island eompares favourably with
sther countries in the West Indies. In the United
States of America where you have the highest stand-
ard of living, you do not have theg least rate of taxa-
tion. There are many places where you have a low
rate of taxation, but in those places you also have
a low standard of living.

Sir, I regret that the Hon. Minister could not
have given us more information on this matter. He
has not said 1f Government is going to run this ser-
vice for a temporary period of for eight years, or
whether it is to be run as a Government Department
or by a corporation. I am suggesting that it should
be run either by a Board or Corporation because if
it is run by a Corporation, the Corporation can
make out an estimate of what it would cost to run
it and wounld be able to provide those things which
are necessary and by so doing the public will see what
ig the True position. I see no point in tacking the
running of it on to the Government.

You have to read where you will be called upon
to pay pensions to the people whom you will have
to employ to run it, but that needs not to be so if it
is run by a Board. You can remove taxation on
gasolene and things you import in order to run a
more efficient service when you take it over; and you
will be able to know the true valuation of the ser-
vice. :

However, it is unfortunate that in many impor-
tant matters like this, the Government takes adviee
from one side and deals with them only from that
angle. The Government is more inclined to listen to
what capitalists have to say than what other peopl:
teil them. It is regrettable that the Hon. Minister did
not think it neeessary for him to give this Committe>
more information on this Resolution. He said that it
was not necessary for him to say anything more than
what he said and I consider that is very regrettable
indeed. The Government is taking over the transport
service and running it for the first time and the Min-
jster for Communications does not regard it as neces-
sary that he should tell Parliament what Government
proposes to do in the running of it.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The hon. member who has
just sat down, apparently has a very low standard of
appreciation for the mentality of the Government
In the course of his remarks he said that the Govern-
ment after having run these buses for two weeks,
would then be in the position to see whether or mnot
the service is run at a loss.

I perhaps foolishly had assumed that the Gov-
ernment had a considerable knowledge of the avail-
able figures that it would take to run the service, and
Lad reached the decision to run it after having care-
fully considered that the bus service was not run ot 2
loss. There ean be no reason for matters reaching
this point unless the Government is sure now that
when it asswmes the responsibility it is assuming by
this Resolution, it is not throwing away money anl
that it ean maintain this service without any increas-
ed cost to the public.

1 agree with the hon. junior member for St. Peter
when he eriticised so caustically the paucity of infor-
mation vouchsafed by the Minister of Communiea-
tions to-day; because around this table we are sup-
posed to be 24 business people owing to the ijact that
we have been entrusted with the expenditure of
the funds in the Public Treasury. It therefore can
be assumed from that that we have some appreciaticn

¢l the elementary principles along which business is
run.

Sir, I perhaps foolishly took it for granted that

the Minister would have told us to-day that the Gov-
ernment had estimated what it would take to run this
service and that the revenue from it for the two weeks
would be approximately so and so; therefore the Gov-
ernment i3 convineed that in asking for this $30,000
to run the service for a fortnight, it is not throwing
money away. That is all that it boils itself down io.
Certainly nobody would think that the Government
im its right senses would lightly consider spending
$30,000 in the running of these buses for two weeks
nerely as a pastime.
- I am annoyed to think thai we have not been
fuken into the confidence of the Government and that
the Goverament has not presented us to-day with
some of the figures on which the Government has
based its final decision. I do hope that this Committee
i» taking this matter seriously. I hope that hon. mem-
bers appreciate that we are borrowing these buscs
from the owners for two weeks to run them as a sort
of public experiment, I hope hon. members real-
ise that Government has let itself in for the purchase
of these buses. [A VOICE: They are not so stupid.|
6.25 p.m.

‘An honourable member says they are not so
stupid. It is regrettable that this matter is being
bungled in the way it is; because in an important
matter like this the Minister of Communications
had no right getting up and mumbling a few words
when he is responsible for thiz bus affair.

What are they doing? We are expecting from
the 25th August to run the buses belonging to eight
Concessionaires which constitute the biggest ser-
vices in the entire island; that is, the Leewards, the
Nationals and the General. These services comprise
over 100 buses. The moment we take these over we
are legally placing ourselves in the position in which
we might have to continue to run them.

I am at a loss to understand what the Govern-
ment is doing, because the Seconder of the motion,
the Hon. Premier, has expressed the hope that if
these Concessionaires persist in their determination
not to renew their coucessions, somebody else might
come along and agree to take them over. I wonder
if the Hon. Minister means that this person is going
to take the buses over merely by buying the ones
which the Government has bought from the Con-
cessionaires. If somebody come along and take them
over what is the Government going to do with the
rest of the buses.

I am basing my assumption on the statement
which the Minister of Communications made over
Rediffusion. He said that the Government and the
Concessionaires had failed to come to terms with
regard to the conditions under which the concessions
would be renewed. The Government offered a 15%
rebate on gasoclene and certain other terms while the
concessionaires wanted 50%, which of course, was
absurd.

Well now, this is what the Minister has said:
“I regret to state that despite the Government’s pro-
posals to grant a rebate of 15%, subject to review,
the persons concerned in the operations of the buses

. consequent upon the passing of legislation, all the

14 bus owners refused to operate their buses after
the 10th August and said that they would be pre-
pared to hand over their buses on terms to be agreed
upon.” .

Now, let ns understand this carefully: the con-
cessionaires refused to operate their buses after the
10th August and said that they would hand over on
terms to be agreed upon.
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He further said “The Government has therefore
decided to accept the owners’ offer to hand over the
buses to Government at prices to be agreed upon by
arbitration.”

In other words, the Government has contracted
to buy the buses of these Concessionaires who re-
fused to renew their concession, At the time when
the Hon. Minister spoke only five of the 13 bus
owners had decided to renew their concession. Since
then, the position appears to have been changed a
little througk another bus owner having decided to
renew his concession; so that, according to the in-
formation we have received today there are only
now seven who have refused to renew their con-
cessions.

Well now. in presenting this Resolution today
to the House the Government should have intimated
more clearly and more comprehensively what it
was committing the public to. Only those of us
who have the Resolution before us know that the
moment we take over this serviece for two weeks,
as we are doing, we may have to continue for more
than two weeks. The Government has decided, ac-
cording to the Minister’s statement, to take over
the buses of these Concessicnaires; over 100 units
with spare parts and all extra supplies. A conserva-
tive estimate of the cost of these units and spare
parts might be anywhere around a half million dol-
lars.

In other words, the position is this: we have
oot to pay for these 100 buses; we have got to find
money to keep them on the road; to pay increased
wages to employees and what-not. If only we fully
realise what we are letting ourselves in for!

Are we prepared to spend a half million dollars
to acquire part of the bus service of the country
and to find money to carry it on at eurrent rate
whether or not we make a profit or loss? I sincerely
hope honourable members will appreciate that when
they vote $30,000 to carry on the service for two
weeks that before the two weeks shall have expired,
they will be faced with a Resclution for a further
sum of money to carry on the service, at least, to the
end of the current financial year,

1t does appear to me as if the hope of the Hon.
Minister that some other person will come alongy
and run the concessions on those terms is doomed to
disappointment, You can Test assured that if thev
were other people in Barbados who might be willing
to take over this service, mo one would pay thr
prices for the buses which the Government will have
to pay after the arbitrators have finished with the
matter.

T think that the majority in this House will
agree upon the necessity for state ownership of pub-
lic transport. Transport is an essential public ser-
vice and as such, in theory, should be controlled by
the State; although to my mind the public in Bar-
bados today is not concerned with whether or not
the State owns the public service. All the public
of this country wants is an efficient service run at
a reasonable cost. They do not care whether it is
owned by private companies or by the Government
or by the communists in Moscow ; so that apart from
the socialists dogma we have got to convince our:
selves at this stage of the economic conditions of
this country, as to whether or not we can afford
the luxury of acquiring the public transport sys-
tem which, according to the people who now run it,
is in a chaotic state and cannot afford to pay its
own way.

6.35 p.m,

While I am in favour of publicly-owned trans-
portation systems, I think that these things fall
into the categories of priority; and before T would

agree to spend half a million dollars now in buying
these buses I would invest that money in some other
way to assist in the industrial development of Bar
bados. I could not take up half a million dollars
now and spend 1t on buses, which would be of no
use to the country, when we need agricultural devel-
opment and diversification.

) Can you conceive what a half-a-million dollars
investment along the line of agricultural diversifica-
tion would mean to the development of this country*

We have just said that we are establishing an In-
dustrial Developuent Board; can you imagine what
1t wonld mean to spend another half a million dollars
in the capital of this Board and find employment
ff)r people? These bus employees are employed to
the maximum and we cannot expand that employ-
ment.  While the time will come, T hope, when we
shall own our transportation service and/expand it
and run it efficiently, that time has not yet come for
a country like this which has to import everything
't wants.

. 1 hope that this Committee will see in what it
is 1nv01V.1ng itself by agreeing to the running of the
lyi}ls 3ervice on a temporary basis for these two weeks.
if the Government were honest in what it is doing
}t ’v.*ould‘tell you that it wants money to carry 01;
L}l.lS service for six months; but it does not want te
trighten you yet. If the Government has agreed to
take over the buses and run them, why is it talking
about running them for two weeks? They are legallxc;
bou.nd to buy over the buses and they cannot get out
of it. The Minister says this: ‘“The Government
has. decided to accept the owners’ offer to hand over
their buses to the Government at prices to be agreed
upon bv arbitration.”” They are bound to buy them
but with what? And run them how? Could they
run a bps company in Barbados? Do you see any of
them with the slightest brain about buses. in a posi
tion to run the transportation service in tilis colonyA?

We are living in a fool’s paradise and we are not
realising for what we are going ir

T.he bus owners, I repeat, were utterly absurd
rapacious and everything else to get a rebate of 15%,
on thg gasolene ; that was ridiculous, but the Govern-
ment itself is still leaving the door open. The Premier
says that other people will come in and buy the buses;
is therg any sense in putting yvourself in the positiori
?‘f buying these buses? Again, the Premier SAYS

We want this money to operate this service on ei
temporary basis;’’ but he says he hopes that other
people will ccme aleng and agree to take over the
concessions.  That means that after they have takeﬁ
over these buses and they have refused to ag'rée to
the terms of the Concessionaires, they intend to offer

il(’“;’ terms to people to interest them in some wav in
taking over the service. )

) Implied in the Minister’s statement in connection
\Vlth.th.ls Resolution, is something which confirms my
conviction that the Government intends to offer new
terms to prospective Concessionaires. In his state-
ment the Minister regretted that the Government’s
proposal to grant a rebate of 15% on gasolene, sub-
yect to review, was not accepted. The Goverﬁment
was prepared to go into the matter a little later.
that gave them the opportunity to say that they
were offering something more. ’ '
) None of us would be so stupid as to believe that
l.f these bus ocwners who have been in this business
for years and were making money, refused to carry
on with a 15% rebate on the gasolene, you will get
anybody to come in and agree with it; it means that
the Government will have to offer new terms. If you
expeet to offer new terms, say that you are offering
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these terms to the Concessionaires; but do not agree
to take over the buses.

The position is a simple one, but both sides are
bluffing ; well, let them go on bluffing, but the Con-
cessionaires have pushed the Government in the
position in which they can sit down and say: “I
have my arbitrator, you have yours, let us fix priees;
if you do not agree we get an umpire. You take our
buses.”’

You would not get one single person in Barba-
dos to pay one half of what the Government will be
asked to pay for these buses. I know of two Con-
cessionaires whose buses are only kept on the road
by the grace of God; and if they got $30 for them
they will be well paid: [Loughter] but in arbitra-
tion they will get $3,000 for them.

I am deeply concerned over this question, not
from any point of view of wnat is good Socialisi
practice or not or whether through Socialist pres-
sure they are doing this or not. As the honourable
junior member for St. Peter has said, if the Gov-
ernment were approaching this matter on any basis
of applied Socialism, it would come right out and
say: ‘“We are taking over the bus service.”’

6.45 p.m.

If the Government were acting on the ground
of the political ideology which they claim to possess,
we would have been told that the Government as a
Socialist Government is bound to comsider this de-
cision as advisable and in the interest of the pub-
lic for the running of public transportation; and
therefore, they proposed to acquire the bus services
of the island. We have not b2en told so. All that
we have been told is that Government does not agree
with the terms of the Concessionaires, and Govern-
ment wants $15,000 for wages and $15,000 for gaso-
lene and incidentals fer the running of those buses
since certain owners no longer want to renew their
concessions. Then the Minister gets up and =ays
that Government hopes somebody would come along
and take over those concessions in the meanwhile.
I would like to be told authoriatively and correctly
that my assumption of the position is incorrect, but
I see no possibility of being told so.

I should like to have been told that we ave
spending this $30,000 on wages and gasolene to run
those buses and what revenue was likely to be col-
lected from those buses in thal period. The Min-
jster must have some .idea of what revenue these
buses collect over a day and what they make on the
various routes, and what are the takings on the vari
ous routes. If the takings are $50 a day on a par
ticular route, I am sure when Government takes over
that route what those takings would be; but I had
better not say what they would be.

Sir, I really cannot imagine a Government
which professes to have a sense of responsibility to ex-
pect to come in here and push this Resolution down
the throats of hon. members without any indica-
tion of the proceeds it is likely to get after we
have given them this money to spend. Who is to
run these buses? Is it the Department of High-
ways and Transport or who? Are we living in a
fools paradise? TIs it, as the Hon, Minister has
said the other night, that Government has to oper-
ate these buses because of the lack of co-operation
on the part of the bus Concessionaires; or igs it
in keeping with the Socialist theory of creating a
Transport Authority in order to start to run your
communication system on a proper basis?

Do not think you are going to run these buses
for two weeks and then somebody is going to take
them over from you. Nobody in his right semses
would sit down and think of doing such a thing.

Let me ask another question: where are you going
to house these buses? On the morning of the 25tk
August, the Barbados Government is going to hawve
100 odd buses on its hands. I do not know where
Government is going to put them, neither do I
know what provision is being made for serviciug
and maintaining those units. I do know that the
Department of Highways and Transport is not
equipped for maintaining and servicing units of
that sort.

At the moment, almost each Concessionaira
maintaing his own service at his business place. 'The
General Motor Omnibus Company enjoys the facili-
ties of Messrs Eckstein (larage; the National Motor
Omnibus Company has its own maintenance depart-
nient and s¢ on; what is Government going to do in
this respect? Would it be that everytime a bus
breaks down that Government is going to send it to
a garage say like the City Garage or Eckstein’s for
repairs? I am sure that when two repair bills ar:
sent in, they will cost Government more than what
it paid for all the buses. '

Can anybody in his right senses assume re-
sponsibility for keeping 100 odd buses on the road
in good and proper condition (half of them has a
pre-war vintage) without any repair or maintenance
facilities at all? I predict that if the bus service
is inefficient now, on the 25th August it will be dis-
astrous, and within three weeks after that when you
get your garage bills for repairs, they will cost you
wiore than what the buses cost previously. You may
be able to sign the vouchers for the repairs but there
will be no money in the Treasury to pay for that.

Sir, I am unalterably opposed to any effort on
the part of the Concessionaires to fleece the public.
In my opinion, while on the one hand they can prove
a case for an inerease of bus fares because there
was no increase since 1939, on the other hand, I am
convinced that the increase in the numbers of the
travelling public should very likely compensate Con-
cessionaires for any increase in their operational
costs.

Sir, I am also opposed, if possible, to the public
Lelng called upon to pay increased bus fares, al-
though I see no argument or logic for refusing to
increase bus fares; but I certainly do not agree witl.
your going in this backhand manner and agreeing
to subsidise gasolene used in the transport service
because, in any case, whether you increase bus fares
cr you subsidise gasolene, the puplic will have to
pay for it. It may be a good policy not to increase
bus fares and to give Concessionaires a subsidy on
gasolene but it does not make economic sense.

Sir, T do feel that in this game of transport
poker neither side has closed its doors on further
negotiations; and that both sides are open to further
discussions. It is my belief when the bus owners
said thev wanted a 50% rebate they were only
bluffing, knowing quite well that no sensible Gov-
ernment could agree to anything like that. On the
other hand, to talk as the Hon. Premier spoke about
not giving them any increase except over the Gov-
ernment’s dead body when Government had already
offered them 15% rebate on gasolene and after the
bus owners have pushed them in the position they
are in today, is childish in the extreme; because at
the moment, all the good cards are stacked in the
hands of the Concessionaires.

It is highly possible that the honourable senior
member for St. Joseph with his super-abundance
of legal knowledge has ignored the advice of Gov-
ernment legal advisers, or it is possible that the
legal advisers themselves have made this blun-
der; but on whomsoever the responsibility rests
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the fact remains that it is the greatest blunder in
riegotiations that I have seen for a long time; and
I hope that there will be some attempt on the part
of the Government to extricate the public from the
position from which it now finds itself.

€.55 p.m.

~ Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, it is not
ny aim to prolong this debate; it is only that I feel
‘that everyone of us in a case like this would like to
render his contribution.

I am going to begin by saying that this Gov-
ernment has been out-manoeuvred and is being led
up the river. I do not see how I can support some-
thing like this. I am fearful that this matter is
going to assume some enormous possibilities. I really
cannot understand what is going to happen; the
Government is being led into a corner and we are
‘getting some kind of a pinch.

These Concessionaires have waxed fat within the
last 20 years at the expense of the public, and now
they do not want to assume their responsibilities;
they want to unload and must be paid to unload this
very day. [Laughter.] That is as far as I can see;
I hope T am wrong.

As regards this $30,000, if the Government can
convinee us that these eight bus concessions need
415,000 for two weeks wages and $15,000 for two
weeks use of gasoclene they should know what the in-
take will be. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Even the bus
owners themselves do not know.] Well, the Govern-
ment should not admit it to be their ignorance ton!
JLaughter.}

I really was listening to the Government for
some pronouncement to the effect that some new
company would take over these buses. If the Hox.
Minister of Communications can convince us that
there is great possibility for a new company to take
over these other buses and run them and they want
these to be a subsidised then, I can see with them,
because it is the six smallest companies that have
agreed to continue to rum.

The Government has my sympathy in this matter
because T see where they are heading. I am going
io leave the matter at that; but I hope that the
Government will be able to extricate themselvs out
of this dilemma before they go much further. I re-
peat that it seems to me that the Government was
“out-manoceuvred by some powerful business men.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Chairman, naturally
this is a difficult issue to decide. After hearing
all the admonitions, some people will be inclined to
feel that it would be an advantage to define the
policy now being embarked upon by the Govern-
ment; but I shall never dwell in the clouds of
cconomic illusion nog wallow in the bogs.

I have not yet heard from the ecritics in this
emergency, (because everybody seems to have for-
gotten that it is an emergency) no critic has ve:
said: increase the rates as suggested by the Com-
mittee’s Report. No; they are afraid to say that,
because they feel that that is political dynamite!
‘[Laughter.] They have criticised from top to bot-
‘tom but they have not said that.

We are facing an emergency in the passenger
‘transport of this colonys That is the first issue to
face. The bus Concessionaires say if you increase
rates at such and such a figure we will carry on,
if you do not we will not carry on. Negotiations
have taken place; no agreement has been reached.
The Government is not bound to meet the demand
of the Concessionaires, and consequently an emer-
-gency faces the colony.

I am not a party to the idea of increasing the
wost of living to the working classes who use the

buses. Lots of other things have gone up and thai
1s why bus transport should be kept down. If the
Government had agreed to make increases, they
would have heard more serious admonitions than we
have heard today.

7.05 p.m.

‘they are not in any hot water now'; since the
bus Concessionaires have refused to carry on unless
bus farey are increased to the recommended figure,
the Government has to take over the transport system
until such time as they can find new Concessionaires.
'that is the plan as far as I read it; we are taking
over the transport system until such time as we find
new Concessionaires, otherwise we are having tine
system run by the Government.

You must grant the Government the simple in-
telligence of creating a Corporation as it has in other
instances; you create a Corporation if you have to
carry on the transport system permanently. I am
not afraid of defending the Government in this issue;
the Giovernment has to find transport for the people
of this colony. If the Concessionaires refuse to car-
ry on, there is no alternative left to the Government
but to take over and run the system. The cost of
running the system is not $30,000; that is the expense.
The cost is the difference between expense and-
revenue. [Laughter]

Expense is not necessarily cost; cost is the differ-
ence between expense and revenue. If you spend
$20.00 to do something and you get back $30.00 you
have made $10.00. Mr. Chairman, I may not have
given a good example. Agreement has not been
reached; it has been tried: there is no alternative
lut for the Government to take over the buses. [Mr.
CRAWFORD: What figures have they got?] That
18 only a guestion of aceountancy; putting aside the
guestion of the increased cost to the travelling
public, there are several reasons why the Government
could not agree to the increased fares. The Govern-
ment was simply not convineed by any figure shown,
that the Concessionaires were losing money; the Con-
cessionaires could mnot put forward any figures to
establish their claim.

In these circumstances, why blame the Govern-
ment for not granting the inereased fares which
have been asked? It is all very wel]l and easy to
condemn the public transport; as common in many
parts of the world, if you lose money, there is a sub-
sidy. Many things are subsidised, many Depart-
ments are subsidised and if it comes to the position
that transportation is subsidised, there is no crime
in that.

I am not a prophet and I cannot prophesy any
loss to the Grovernment; that would be sheer prophesy
without any foundation. I only know that the idea
of public transport being undertaken by the Govern-
ment should be nothing which is beyond the imagina-
ion of this House. I must say we fail to realise that
we are facing a passenger transport emergency. The
argument is this: do not touch the fares, but do not
take over the buses: you have no right to subsidige
the Concessionaires or run the buses; that is the
essence of the argument I have heard [Mr. F. 1.
WALCOTT: From me?] From all the speeches T
bave heard.

Mr. F. I.. WALCOTT: On a point of Order, If
the hon. member is saying that I said what he has
just said, then he does not understand English. T
never said any such thing, T went so far as to say
that the Government should nationalise the buses, -
not the fripe that the hon. member is talking.

Mr. VAUGHAN: If I am misinterpreting him
I cannot interpret his Bnglish; but what I have said
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is the essence of the interpretation of all the speeches
1 have heard. It is that the Government must not
increase bus fares; they must not subsidise the buses
and they must not run the buses. Any other argu-
ment I defy any rational man to deduce from what
has been said here this afternoon. I say that the
Government is right to run the buses until such time
as they can find new Concessionaires to run them.
7.15 pam.

The fact that the expenditure is $30,000 for two
weeks does not mean that it is a loss to this community
by that amount. If your revenue becomes equal to
your expenses or greater than that, it is not a loss. 1f
you spend $30,000 and you collect $25,000, you lose
$5,000; you do not lose $30,0060. But what you must
bear more in mind is that the emergency has to be
faced and the only way it can be faced is by the Gov-
ernment assuming responsibility for the bus trans-
port service of this colony.

Sir, I will never support any measure to give an
increase of 12 cents on the rate of fares of bus trans-
port to the travelling public of this country. 1 do
1ot think the Government has anything to fear when
it realises that in supplying public transport for th-
purpose of the travelling publie, it has prevented
a substantial increase to the already sensationally
high cost of living.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is—

Mr. F. .. WALCOTT: Before the question is
put, Mr. Chairman, I think the Minister should give
some sort of reply. The Hon. Minister of Communi-
cations really hag not said anything on this matter
when he introduced it, After all, you are asking this
Comniittee to vote $30,000 to provide capital for
running these buses for two weeks and something
should be told us on what it is based.

You have heard the hon. junior member for St.
John make some reference about not a loss. Tell me,
how can any hon. member come in here and say your
takings are going to be $28,000 if he has not been
told so. Of course, every hon. member knows the
whole political history of that hon. member. You
know the reason for the type of speech he is making
nowadays.

At any rate, the Hon. Minister has not said any-
thing on this matter. Where would you get anyone
coming and suggesting, other than in Barbados, that
with this sort of thing you do not propose to give
any information. I say that we are getting too near
to a dictatorship form of Government. This money
is public funds; it is not money which is put up by
the Ministers and members of the Labour Party in
the same way as people get together and put money
in a meeting turn. This is public money and the pub-
lic is entitled to know from the Minister what are the
facts to this Resolution.

We as members of this Chamber, are entitled
to know why this $30,000 is needed for two weeks,
or whether it is based on some system which Gov-
ernment proposes to run the service. Can the Hon.
Minister go on a platform and tell the people in any
part of the island that he came for $30,000 to run the
bus transport service and he did not tell the House
or the public anvthing about it, and the public said
that it was alright?

‘We are not aceusing the Government of losing
money by this venture, but we are saying that the
oublic should be informed of the details of how the
Government proposes to run this service. I go
further by saying that none of the five Ministers
would sit down in Executive and agree to anything
without getting full details. A lot of papers must
have been circulated to them on this matter. T am

sure they received copies of documernts with long notes
cxplaining all information on the Minute Paper. In
addition to that, the five Ministers will sit down
tomorrow afternoon before they go to the Executive
Ceminittee on Thursday and discuss everything that
is on the Order Paper. I will go further and say
that the Hon. H. A. Cuke, who is not an elected.
member has got all the information which I have
asked for today. He is not elected by the people of,
Barbados and if he asked a Minister any question on
the matter at Executive Committee meeting, the-
Minister will be in duty bound to give an explanation.
Sir, are we not in the position to get even more
infermation than a nominated member? The whole
thing which annoys me is when you ask for informa
tion which you are entitled to get, you are not

treated with the courtesy of a reply. This is a Resc--
lution: which the Hon. Minister of Communications.

brought in here today and has asked us to deal with
throughout all its stages today. How can you do
g0 when you are not given any information and’
when you ask anything on it you are not given any
explanation.

Sir, the Ministers feel that they are aloof and
the people are not entitled to any information. How
can you tolerate this sort of thing? It seems to me
that some of us must be martyrs. Read the debates-
of this Chamber. Sir, I am sure when the debates.
¢f the hon. junior member for St. John is read back
tc him, he is going to leave this island again; he:
has made several hypocritical speeches. What does
he know of the profits which Government is going to
make out of this matter?

Sir, all we are asking the Government to sav
is how are you going to run this service? Are you:
going to run it as a departmental service or by a.
corporation or by a board? How do you propose ic
run it for two weeks? What are your plans for run-
ning it after the two weeks? Is not that something
which the public is entitled to know? Suppose after
two weeks this system breaks down, what are you
going to do?

Hon. M. E. COX: Lest any hon. members
think I want to be discourteous, T would just like to
say that I am doing what the hon. junior member
for St. Peter did when he had this portfolio to deal
with. When he was a member of the Government,
he waited until hon. members spoke on a questinn
and then gave his reply. When I know that they
are other hon. members who are prepared to speak:
on this matter, what is the point of my making a
reply now, when perhaps T will hage to reply to-
some other question?

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: But the question was-
being put.

Hon. M. E. COX: I did not ask that any gues-
tion be put. I was prepared to reply.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: But the Premier did

.not want you to reply.

Hon. M. E. COX: The Hon. Premier runs his:
portfolio; I run mine.
7.25 p.m.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I wish really to
make an appeal to the Hon. Minister of Communi--
cations. I am suggesting that, at this stage, he
should say something more than what he has already
said. If the Hon. Minister does not, the chanccs
are that it might prevent other honourable members:
from making speeches which they might be desirious
of making.

I am of the opinion that this principle of Hon.
Ministers replying after every honourable member-
of this House has spoken may be alright in most:
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~cases; but in a Committee of a whole House, whare
_honourable members may speak as often as needed,

I think that eritical situations are sometimes reached
in which the Ministers’ intervention might ke salu-
tary. I think that is the attitude which should ke
adopted in such cases. Whenever the Ministers are
posed with anything of great importance we find them
seeing and sawing. I am making this appeal be-
cause I wish to make a contribution to this debate.

The Hon. Minister of Communications gave no
particular answer to a certain question, and on th.
whole he has made no contribution to the debate ou
this very important measure; and 1 repeat that at
this stage it would do him and his Ministerial coi-
leagues a world of good if he could make a contri-
bution to this debate.

Mr. Chairman, I thank you for the privilege of
having allowed me to catch your eye. I am all for
nationalisation of public utilities in any part of th:
world. I do not want the Hon. Minister of Contw
munications to feel that I am against what he has
said. I may be against the method which he may

-employ.

Hon. M. E. COX: I did not wish to speak at
length and I gave my reason for that. I spoke not

-directly on the Resolution but I explained my view

on the bus situation as far as I
necessary.

Last week I spoke for about 114 hours during
which time I read letters and part of the Committes’s
report, and generally gave the House a full detail

thought was

-of what was going on between the Government and

the bus Concessionaires. Unfortunately, the hon-

-ourable junior member for St. Peter was not in the

island then. Had he been in the island he would
not have made the statement that I was brief; be-

-cause he would, have heard a lot of what I said

prior to my introduction of this Resolution.

~ This is just a temporary measure. As regards
the bus Concessionaires I pointed out that on the
10th August the Government had asked them to

.continue the service until the 24th August during

which time an inventory would have been taken.
As regards the question of spares, tyres, accessories,

-ete., this is an extract of a letter which Government

sent in reply to the query of the 10th August.—
“I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of

_your letter of the 10th Awugust and to state in re-
spect of paragraph 3 thereof that all new major -as--

seniblies, spare parts and such spare bodies, tyres
and accessories as are in good servicable condition
will be included in the purchase. As pointed out in
your letter of the 10th of August, it would be neces-
sary to make an inventory of the items and units to
be taken over by the Government. To expedite this
the Director of Transport has been
avthorised to contact you with a view to his making
the inventory in good time.”’

Mhis will, T hope, satisfy the hon. junior mem-
ber for St. Peter. As pointed out in that reply to
their letter, it would be necessary to make an in-
ventory of the items and units to be taken over by
To expedite this operation, the
Director of Transport has been authorised to contact
you with a view to his making the inventory .in

-good time.

~ As T said before, I must emphasise and reiterate
that this is a temporary measure. We hope that in

-the near future we will get bus Concessionaires apply-

ing. [Mr. LEWIS: Tell us about the ones who have
not applied.] Regarding that, I hardly think that
we can be very suceessful at this stage in view of the
fact that persons who may be willing to apply may

feel that since negotiations with the old Concession-

. aires are still going on their applications might prove

fruitless. That is, that the Government is likely to
come down on the side of the old Concessionaires and
rot on the side of the new applicants. In other words,
they may be ruled out. The Government is, there-
fore, hoping—[A VOICE: How do you mean ruled
out?] When I say ‘ruled out,” I mean that although
irventories are now being taken, at the same time, if
an old Concessionaire desires to operate, the Govern-
ment would not refuse to let him casry on.

We need the $30,000 for which we are asking
in this Resolution because we must have some capital
with which to work. It is true that you are going to
colleet fares; but you are going to have to look for
gasolene, oil, ete., besides money to pay the employees,
including the conductors and drivers. We do not knovwr
what our takings will be. We have never since the
negptiations have been going on, had any day to day
figures from any of the Concessionaires. They have
never produced way-bills, which would show the num-
ber or average number of passengers which drive in.
them in each day. In view of those facts we cannot,
thereforf, estimate what revenue we are likely to get
for the few days. We have caleulated that salaries
and wages for a minimum of 314 employees would
be approximately, $4,500.

The hon. junior mdmber for St. Peter may bz
giad to hear that we also intend to inerease the wages
of these employees. [Mr. F. I.. WALCOTT: Yes;
tut we do not want it to be too paternalistic.]

Two weeks ago we had a discussion with the
Labour Commissioner with a view to fixing the wages
for drivers and conductors. Under the present Regu-
lations governing the granting of concessions the
Labour Commissioner is authorised to fix the wages
and conditions oi service for difivers and conductors
in co-operation with representatives of labour and
employers. As a matter of fact, if I remember cor
rectly, in 1954 when we were discussing the question
sf transferring the authority for fixing wages and
eonditions of serviee for drivers and conductors, 1
held a meeting to which I invited the hon. junior
member for St. Peter as representative of the Work-
ers’ Union. He is aware that at that meeting we were
nnanimous that that authority should be transfer-
red frgm the Director of Transport to the Labour
Commissioner.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Myr. Chairman, on a
point oi Order. I wish to say that I had no discussion
whatsoever on the question of wages that were paid.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I never
said that. What I am saying is that the hon. member
agreed then that the bus drivers and conductors
were a people difficult to organise in the Union; [Mr.
F. L. WALCOTT: They are organised now thoughl
and therefore he saw no reason why he should object
to the proposal to transfer that authority to the
Labour Commissioner, [Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: A
more private Department.]' I am showing the auth-
ority for our discussing this question with the
Labour Commissioner.

We have had a discussion with the ILabour

Commissioner and we have agreed . with his
recommendations for an increase in wages for
the conductors and the drivers subject to the

approval of the Legislature. We have agreed to the
inereases suggested, not much higher than what the
Lon. junior member for St. Peter suggested not so
long ago. That part of the matter is clear.

As to the guestion of the taking over of the buses,
the hon. junior member for St. Peter is strong in
pressing for the Government to run the transport
service. I am very glad to hear that he has changed
his mind in favour of nationalisation especially since
that debate in the House sometime ago on the
nationalisation of Rediffusion service. If I am per-
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mitted to quote from the hon. member’s remarks on
that question in this House sometime in 1952, thesc
are some of the remarks made by the hon. member :—

“We realised years ago that things are needed
in this community and we cannot fulfil them. We
have a twelve-million dollar economy and the ex-
penditure is greater than that. This is a colony of
166 square miles; our resources are limited and can
anybody of serious people really believe that we can
deal with things which are merely frills and trap-
pings and not With the necessities of life? This idea
of nationalisation is only making people who would
be willing to come to Barbados and invest capital
refrain from coming here because they feel that their
business might be nationalised. We are committed t¢
educate the children of this community'; in an ignor-
ant community you have more people going before
the Courts than you would otherwise have, and we
who have to w ork by our sweat and not it until
vice ig committed, have to see to the necessities of the
community. An hon. member asks about the national-
isation of oil; how can you compare that with the
nationalisation of Rediffusion Service.”’ :

Mr. ¥'. L. WALCOTT: On a point of Order.
‘What comparison is there between the nationalisa-
tion of Rediffusion and the nationalisation of public
" transport? I ask, what would you nationalise Rediffu-
sion for, when everybody is putting the service in his
Louse?

Hon. M. E. COX: The hon. member said at that
time that nationalisation would run people from
Rarbados.

Mr. . I.. WALCOTT: I am one of those human
beings who, if 1 say anything 10 years ago, T still
maintain my view today. The Hon. Minister is refer-
ring to an Address which was moved by the hon.
junior member for St. George for the nationalisation
of Rediffusion and I was speaking against nationalisa-
tion .of that service. The Ion. Minister cannot take
nationalisation out of its broad context: I spoke
against the nationalisation of the Rediffusion ser-
vice and I drew a comparison between oil and R--
diffusion. Is the honourable member saying that I
am not in favour of nationalising public transpoit
today when I have said that T am in favour of that?
I say, nationalise it.

Hon. M. E. COX: I feel that nationalisiiy
Rediffusion service would be as important as national-
ising the transport system. [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY :
Shame! Stupid! Oh, No.] Rediffusion is educational.

The hon. member referred to the Rediffusion
service in people’s houses and he considered it as a
luxury. [Mr. LEWIS: That is not the debate now.|
—People do not put Rediffusion in their houses be
cause they think it is a luxury.—

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: T never said that Re-
diffusion was a luxury. I related how poor people are
putting Rediffusion in their homes and paying $2.C0
a month for it, and from that I went on to speak
about defrigeration. If your income has increased you
should provide refrigeration. T said that I do not
stubseribe to any increase in bus fares.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1If the hon. member says he
did not feel that Rediffusion was a luxury, I will not
worry with that. T am convineced that Rediffusion
is an eduecational service to the people of this island,
because they want to know what is happening.

As 1 have alfeady said, I cannot give anythinge
concrete this afternoon because, for example, there
are two persons who have applied for conces.
sions. Nothing, however, can be done at this stage in
view of the fact that the present owners of those
buses are contracting with the Government. Unless
and until the contracting is finished, nothing can be
- done in that matter. We are resp.onsﬂ)le to them,

L]

they are responsible to us, and not to somebody whv
night be successful in getting a concession.

As I told the hon. mempber, I would have to b=
vague on the question until we have settled matters-
with the present bus owners; I have pointed out that
the Government is puepared to take over the buses-
and all gerviceable accessories from these Conecession-
aires or bus owners who are unwilling to operate the
service,

(.45 p.m.

¥f it reaches that stage as was suggested by the:

hon. junior member for St. John, the Government

would run the service on any route it has to as-

a corporation and not really as a Government De-
partment. That has been a decision of the Govern-
ment.

There is only one other thing to which I would
like to reply and it is something to which the hon.
senior member for St, Philip made reference when
he talked about playing pcoker. I want to assure
him that I know nothing of playing poker; the only
gambling which I understand is buying a sweep-
stake ticket.

The hon. junior member for St. Philip in the
course of his remarks said that the Government
seemed as if it were led up a river. I want to
assure him that the Government is not led up any
river despite what the hon. senior member for St.
Philip has said; that is, if Government has to buy
these buses, for a bus which is worth $30 the Gov-
ernment will have to pay $3,000.

Sir, in view of the fact that negotiations are
still going on, I will not comment on anything so
far as that is concerned. However, I should like
to tell this House that the Government has appointed
as their arbitrator the Hon, K. R. Hunte; and Mr.
D. Sayers of Department of Highways and Trans-
port, and Mr. Lecn Alleyne of the Fort Royal Gar-
age will be Government’s valuers. Negotiations are
going on in the matter and we are asking this Com-

> mittee to vote this $30,000 as working capital to

start the buses which Government propcses to run
on the 25th instant.

On motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H., CUMMINS ;

seconded by Hon. M. E. COX, Mr. CHAIRMAN

reported progress and asked for leave for the Com-
mittee to sit again

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair and reporteof
accordingly.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. H. . CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg
to move that this House do now adjourn for three:
quarters of an hour,

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to and Mr..
Speaker adjourned the House accordingly.

7.55 p.m.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY C'TD
Bus Concessions
On re-assembling,
Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment the:

House was in Committee of Supply.
Mr. Speaker left the Chair and the Housz

resumed Committee of Supply, Mr. Smith being in:

the Chasr'.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. junior member for
the City may proceed with his speech.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, this is undoubt-
edly one of the biggest questions that this House hag
had before it for a long time; it is a question of
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nationalisation. On the previous occasion when this
House had some form of nationalisation to consider,
it was a case of Government taking over the Gas
Company. Of course, that was only a partial nation-
alisation ; because it was only natural gas they were
distributing and it was just a case of changing the
persons who are now going to distribute it. But
the matter now before us is one of far-reaching con-
sequence, It is one that is far more difficult to con-
trol than the mere distribution of gas; and it is
finally, one in which the Government can be taken
literally for a ride, if they make any mistakes.
Therefore, in the light of what 1 have just said, it
is imperative that they should secure people of the
highest integrity and strongest will to work in this
proposed Corporation, if it is to be a success.

I am one of those people who favour the nation-
alisation of the public utility services of any coun-
try, and that is no revolutionary idea. In some of
the biggest capitalistic countries of the world, the
public utility services are nationalised, and rightly
s0, in the interests of the people of the country as a

whole. I am therefore, a bit sorry to hear the timid
way in which this socialist Government is taking this
matter of the transport system of this island. Even
now it appears that they are still hoping that they
will not have to assume the responsibility of running
it but that some other interested and enterprising
parties will apply for the concessions which they
themselves anticipate taking over as from the 24th
instant.

Tt would seem that this is another opportunity
to tell the Government, and rightly so, that they
have or seem to have no poliecy. If they had a policy
towards nationalisation they would be able to fit
these services into it just as they have fitted other
things like industrialisation into their pioneer sys-
tem by the principle of granting concessions. In-
stead they dally with matters of crisis; and I must
say that in some instances, they have brought on
this crisis themselves.

There is no getting away from the fact that the
bus Concessionaires are either unable or unwilling
to supply all the necessary evidence to prove, be-
yond doubt, that they are losing money, The Gov-
ernment on the other hand has no evidence to prove
that they are making money and that is where the
dilemma has arisen. T go so far as to tell the Gov-
ernment that I agree with them that there has been
no bluffing so far as their intentions regarding the
question of nationalisation is concerned. 1 can
vouch that at some time or other they must assume
that responsibility ; and if they have it thrown upon
them so muech the better. They must learn to get
out of a erisis.

It seems ironical that this House has gone on
record as having passed an Address on the national-
jsation of publie utility services to His Excelleney
the Governor; and it is ironical that the very public
utility service that was not discussed on that occa-
sion is the very same that the Government now finds
itself in the position of having to take over.

Now, T have read many articles in the local
newspapers and many letters about what is now
termed as ‘this emergeney’; but T am afraid that no
newspaper in this island has seen fit to devote a
page (or two if one is not enough) to the printing
of the proposed increases in the bus fares. It may
have been done, but I have not seen it.

I gather from what I have seen in the news-
papers that the Report of the Committee appointed
to investigate the claims of the bus Concessionaires
ete., has been published in the local press; but no-
where have I seen any publication of these increases
as set out in the Appendix to this Report neither in

the Government press nor anywhere else. [A
VOICE: The Government has no press.] Well let
them get one,

T am wondering why the increases have not been
published. 1 know that the daily press have stated
that the Government is engaging in a great deal of
correspondence regarding final arrangements with
the bus Concessionaires; but why could they not
publish these things? I understand that the press
would have done it if they were paid.

My argument is that Government should allow
the travelling public and the rest of the populace to
know exactly what the increases were. The maxi-
yjoum charges are all set out here in the Appendix
to the Committee’s Report.

In Route one, for instance, the maximum charge
was originally 18 cents, and is now 22 cents; that
iz, the maximum inecrease for that particular route
at least, is four cents. In another instance the maxi-
mum increase is 8 cents, and I heard one honourable
member say I think he mentioned six cents.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Chairman, it was I who
used the figure 6 cents; and that means only from
the terminal to Town, But the honourable member
has forgotten the return to the terminal. What I
really meant was 6 cents going and 6 cents coming.

Mr. LEWIS: In another instance it would be
an increase of 18 cents. I feel that the information
in this Appendix is information that should be
passed on to the general public. I cannot see why
the Government has not taken steps to publish it,
since they are of the opinion that the fares should
not go up even though they admit that they should
subsidise the transport system of the Colony.

Now, if the Government had a.policy, as I said
just now, they could probably make terms to in-
clude something like this: if any bus Concessionaire
does not accept my terms and he refuses to run, then
the entire system in the island will be taken over.
1 will not be a party to this idea of partial taking
over of a public utility. You cannot take it over
effectively in that way. [A VOICE: By advertis-
ing the people?] T am nothing to do with advertis-
ing somebody; all I am concerned with in that par-
tieular case is that you should get something for the
public’s money. It is no use telling me that you
are putting some poor person out by taking away
their buses; because you have already brought leg-
islation in here that will result in the taking away
of the living of the man who runs the ‘pirate’ buses.

Now, my own opinion is that it is probable that
the Government may feel that they have some man-
date to take over the buses because they refused to
grant the Concessionaires the increases recommend-
ed. But I would have liked to see the debate on
this subject postponed so that the Governmen:
might know that this question of spending money
out of the Treasury should have had the views of
both Houses of the Legislature; thatis, that some
Message ought to have been sent to the entire Legis-
lature and their opinions on this question ascer-
tained. The Government is, therefore, in an awk-
ward position. I do not know if naticnalisation was
not an item of their campaign policy and that is why
they have endeavoured to dodge it.

1 have constantly repeated this: that the morn-
ing after a Report is handed into the Government it
should be in the hands of the local press and pub-
lished as soon as possible. It is public property since
it is paid for out of public funds.

If nationalisation had come about as a result of
an expression of opinion of both Houses of the
Legislature, the Government would have had cer-
tain views put before it. They might have been
told to negotiate; they might have been told that,
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at least, there are certain inter-route fares that
might be increased; although the overall run need
not be increased.

9.00 p.m.

1t means that those people who are living far in
the country will have to pay a lot more for the sys-
tem, and that could be helped by the Government
taking over any set of concessions. A public utility
system like this must be run in such a way that
what you lose on the roundabout you gain on the
swing; you must not give somebody around the
street a lucrative concession and make it difficult
for others in the country to run unless it is done at
an exorbitant price.

In an earlier debate, the Government would have
had an idea as to whether it should set up a Cor-
poration to run this transport service. 1 am sorry
to see the way in which the matter has been handled;
I wonder who is responsible for misleading the Gov-
ernment in this issue, because somebody has misled
them. It might have been said that the Government
is anxious to run this service and it is discovered
that it is not so. If the Government has not got the
Corporation set up as yet, they might be able to use
the service of the Highways and Transport Board
in a temporary capacity in the same way as they
make use of the Bridgetown Housing Board for do-
ing their business outside the Bridgetown area. If
we could have got the views of honourable members
not at the time of the ecrisis but at the time when
clearer thinking would have been the order of the
day, more wholesome ideas and workable sugges-
tions would have been put bafore the Government.
. If this Government does take over this service,
1t cannot take it over for any two-week period ; that
is absurd, If all we have heard from the Govern-
ment is true, this Resolution should have been for
an amount of at least $300,000. It is of no use tell-
ing me that you will get revenue because if you
have not got a Corporation you will have to put
that money into the Treasury. ,

‘What are you prepared for? You have not told
us that you are going to use the bus fares when you
receive them; what method are you going to adopt?
Do you not think that you could credit the gasolene
for two weeks? People will be willing to credit
you with the gasolene and the oil because they will
have these items on their hands.

I do not think that any member of this Govern-
ment has any right to say that an impartial person
could not take up this matter and show that they
themselves are not bluffing at this late hour. Let
them show the bus Concessionaires that they mean
business. I have heard that they are getting ready
to build cages so as to receive the money from the
bus conductors. If you are running anything like
seven or eight concessions and leaving somebody else
to run the others, then get the gasolene free of duty,
along with the oil and everything else; otherwise
you 'will have to allow them to increase their bus
fares.

What arrangements have you arrived at with
these six people about paying increased salaries to
their employees? These employees are now in the
Trade Union; the crisis has done them the favour
of opening their eyes to the fact that they should
have been in the Union ever since. With whom are
you going to negotiate in this matter? Does the
Labour Commissioner deal with the Union as em-
ployer or does he come in as mediator? In an earlier
debate you would have had a few suggestions from
honourable members,

There are two more suggestions which I have
to make. Let the Government consider seriously
giving the people a bus service and try out the

method of abolishing the Bus Stand. Let them
employ a sufficient number of people on shifts to
run this business, and if there is any waiting for a
bus to be done, let it be done at the other end of
the line. The only Bus Stand you want is the Bus
Stand for country buses; when a country bus goes
into the Square, let it take up passengers and go
back out. You can regulate the time and the rate
of travelling so that passengers would not have.to
be carried at any great speed. It does not appear to
me that the Concessionaires wanted the passengers
who wait on the road for them; when people are left
on the road, why do they not send cars for them?

The mnext thing is that the Conecessionaires
should not be allowed to feel that they have a per-
fect right to the passengers on the road, that passen-
gers must be reserved for them and that the buses
can pass people who are waiting at “bus stops”
without any signification being made that there is
no more room for passengers.

9.10 p.m.

Now, Sir, I come to the things called *‘pirate”
buses. That is a very difficult guestion. Really and
truly, those buses are not ‘‘pirate’” buses; they per-
form an auxiliary service to the regular passenger
service; and I hope that if you force them off the
routes on which they run before you have luggage
compartments in the buses, that the people will
take action against you. .

There are many people who come out of their
homes or places of work to catch a bus and if no-
body offered them a lift, they would not get to town
or get out of the City. There is only one bus route
with which T am familiar and that is the one on which
[ travel from my home to the City. I know of the
inconvenience suffered by people waiting on buses;
therefore I can speak of it.

Sir, I think the speech of one honourable mem-
ber is going to make his means of transport rather
acute. I also know that there is one other honour
able member who shares my misfortune in having
to use buses as a means of transport. The bus ser-
vice which we have is of great inconvenience to us
and I think every motor car should be taken away
from every Minister and compel them to use buses
so that they would know what it is to travel by
this mode of transport. It is a fact that bus Conces-
sionaires would not move their bus unless it is full,
80 whether they carry half or more passengers, they
are going to make money. You cannot know what is
going on in the business until you feel the pinch of
the shoe. I know all akbout it.

Sir, do you mean to tell me that if some per-
son must come from the end of St. Lucy to the City
to buy some necessary item, which is not a heavy
item but a rather large one, that when he goes to
the bus with it, the people who operate them can
tell you: ‘“‘Not in here with that?’’ What is that
person o do? The Ministers and other members of
this House have their motor cars which can carry
such parcel or they can telephone and ask the store
to deliver it. Even if they take it on approval, the
particular store would deliver it for them. Sir, what
s known as ‘‘pirate’’ buses is something which has
grown out of necessity. The people who run them
are doing what the bus Concessionaires should have
thought of doing. If bus owners were aware of the
needs of the people, they would have introduced
those ‘‘pirate’’ buses themselves.

I hope that Government would not say that
the bus service is adequate. A parcel servile or van:
service is also necessary because the people cannot
always travel with a mere handbag; they want

%3
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something to transport their goods as well. The
‘“‘pirate’ buses perform a necessary service to the
colony. Were it not for that service many people
would not be able to get in and out of the City.

I do not think that it would be any dangerous
secrot to let out if the Government gave us a skele-
ton idea of the departmental manner in which they
are going to take over the buses. Tell us what you
have done so far. In the absence of that information,
~-we can only think that you are bluffing. If you have
not agreed to take over the buges and set up an
organised system of transport, that is still blutfing.

It seems to me that the emergency is not that

the public transport service would be suspended, but
that the Government is taking it over and taking it
over in too timid a manner. Do you mean to tell me
that you are going to spend money on it and you
have no idea of the amount of revenue you are going
to receive? By what authority are you going to
spend this money? I am willing and I am sure hon
surable members are also willing not to only give
you $30,000 but $300,000 or more for this purpose.
"We feel that you should not only ran this serviee
for two weeks, but that you should have sufficient
money to run these buses for over three months,
because we consider that is the shortest period in
which you ean run them to get to know the various
intricacies of the service. There are lots of things
which you have to learn about it and lots of things
you have to unlearn; because some of the people
who are giving you information are not giving you
with the best possible intention.

Now, I must tell the Hon, Minister of Com-
munications that when he was reading from the
previous debates about nationalisation, he particu-
larly said that the Rediffusion was an educational
service; and that it was such a wonderful thing
that he was @ bit surprised that the honourable
junior member for St. Peter would take it as one of
those things which should not be nationalised. But,
Mr. Chairman, do not I remember correctly wheun
I say that the loudspeakers of this same educational
service which Governement had caused to be
installed at certain places to broadcast to the people
were withdrawn by the Government. We were made
to understand that the Government used to pay for
them. [A VOICE: They were put up to give the
people information on the war that was going on
4t the time]. They were left at those places long
after the war ended; and the service from them
came to be something which the people looked for-
ward to, and if you say it was of an educational
value then the small expense of them could be borne
by the Government.

“However, Sir, I am not one of those who be-
lieve that taxation is going up because the Govern-
ment has taken over these buses; because I know
that the people of this country are being taxed now
in such a way as to take care of this surplus expen-
diture. T know that the present rate of tazation can
take care of anything like this.

I am ‘also of the opinion that it will pay for
itself because several people at one time did make
a profit out of it; and it is my firm belief that if you
adopt the right method in running these buses and
you buy gasolene at the taxed price and run this
service as a business concern, only by doing that
would you be able to make a comparison with the
business that acerued to the people from whom you
took it over.

I am hoping that the Government would take
this service over and when they do so they would
employ capable people to run it and do not hand
it over to some ‘‘jack of all trades’” to make a mess

of it. Government should have some person to direct
this who has some sort of soeialist outlook or con-
viction, and who would be able to educate the em-
ployees and the public that if they rob this concern,
they are robbing themselves. I am saying that you
will have to get some person to educate the people
into the fact that if they rob this concern, they are
robbing themselves.

It is a fact tiat in many respects your expen-
ses are going to be increased if it is run as a Gov-
ernment Department, but in some respects it is
going to be decreased if you run it as a public util-
ity service. I really do hope that we would be able
to find some other method of doing this; as I do
not like this idea of putting this money under Mis-
cellaneous Services. To whom are you voting this
money ? Who is going to spend it? Into whose hands
are we putting it? Is the Hon. Minister of Com-
munieations going to act as Head of a Government
Department and run this thing? Cannot we hear
who is the head of this service which you propose
to take over?

9.20 p.m.

Is it a faet that the ubiquitous Mr. Chase is
going to take over? I heard so. I did not get the
information from Mr. Chase or any member of the
Government; therefore, I can afford to say it. Do
not tell me that they are going to ask the Director
of Highways and Transport to run this; because at
present a great deal of money is being spent on
certain roads and he has some intricate road business
to undertake,

As a matter of fact I am one of those who feel
that this transport business should have been taken
out of his hands long ago. You might let him
become a member of the Board in the same way as
the Commissioner of Police is a member. I have
reason to believe that members of the Government
share my views on that.

Now another matter to which I should like to
draw attention is the statement about Miscellaneous
Services. Miscellaneous Services is not a (Govern-
ment Department. Certainly we should have had
some skeleton idea of the organisation that will have
to run the new transport service, so to speak. The
Government may have in mind some people who may
be able to look at an engine and repair it for them;
but that is not running a business. Could we not
have a Corporation consisting of a number of persons?
If you have to run it for a few months in the manner
proposed, you should afterwards introduce legisla-
tion with the object of establishing a corporate body
for the purpose.

In the mean time, let the money taken in under
the existing arrangement be paid into the Treasury
promptly, and let us vote new sums of money from
time to time so that we may have a clear idea as to
the total expense of running the service. You can
forward periodic statements relative to the running
of the buses; but do not interfere with the money
taken in. 1 am counselling you now because I heard
you say that you are going to take in revenue.

I do not like the idea of saying that a conductor
breught in $50.00 today and you spent $6.00 out
of it for something or other, and now you do not
know where the rest has gone to. Let there be some
check. On the contrary, I wish to hear something
rather like this: a certain bus has brought in so
much to-day, and it hag been paid into the Treasury.
I am saying it for the last time, I hope, let all sums
arising from this service be paid into the Public
Treasury as from the morning of the 25th instant.
It is the best method that I know.
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Let us suppose you came here and said that you
are going to prorogue this House and you want
money for two weeks, where are you going to get
the money from? Do not go and use Revenue
illegally. As a matter of principle I counsel you
not to do that; the day you go and do that you are
putting yourself in trouble; and you are in trouble
enough already. You can easily get some Inspector
or other person to go around and see to matters and
all the money you colleet carry it and put it into
the Treasury. The buses have been running before
vou eame to the Legislature and decided te run them.
I sincerely hope that this House is not going to give
to the Government any mandate to run the revenue.
from the buses.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I sup-
pose I would be running true to form if I should
show clearly that 1 am diametrically opposite to my
colleague In my views relative to this question of
nationalisation of public transport. I am absolutely
opposed to the Government taking over the bus
service.

You have a Ict of little children (some mem-
bers of the House remind me of little children)
who seem to think that all members of the House
are members of the Government. Let me make my
position ecrystal clear relative to this bus or ’bus
setup business. When I attempted, a few weeks
ago, to discuss the matter for the benefit of the
publie, I tried then to get the Government to express
some point of view on the matter. T exercised my
right as a member of this House and raised the
guestion as a matter of public importance; and I
tried then to get the Government to give us some
idea of the position.

9.30 p.m.

‘What the public got then, was merely a sotio
voce remark from the Premier agreeing with me
practically. 'When he said that only over his dead
body would bus fares be raised, I thought that
meant that he agreed with me politically and other-
wise.

I am going to repeat what I said then; if it is
felt that on this occasion or at one point om this
oceasion I am with the Government, T must make
this clear. If something is done by the Government
which I feel is right, T am with them; if they are
wrong, I will say that they are wrong. Ag regards
the Report which has been laid on the Table of this
House, with the greatest respect to the members of
the Committee which prepared i, T still contend,
and no reasonable person could do otherwise, that
no case has been made out for any increase in bus
fares. If that Committee had been able to get
evidence from the Concessionaires to show what their
receipts were as against their expenditure, then
they would have been on the way to making out a
case for such an increase.

As I have already said, if the bus Concessionaires
can show from their receipts when compared with
their expenditure that there is a case for inecreased
fares, then I would be the first person in this House
to agree with an increase in the fares. I can say
that the people in the City have not got to travel
by bus and T am playing politics; however, every
member of this House will have to agree, however
friendly he might be with the Concessionaires, that
from the Report which hag been put before us, they
have not been able to say: ‘“We have been earrying
s0 many passengers over quite a number of years
and these are our receipts.”’

' From my position in the St. Michael Vestry 1
started this row nearly four years ago when nearly
all Concessionaires on one lovely morning sent in a

Report stating that they had lost money. My whols
contention was that while they have been contending
that they have been losing money, they were saying:
““‘Liet us begin to play the game of Bragg, Poker,
Romie”’ or whatever you ecall it. |{ Loughter.] It was
always my contention that when a case has been
made out and the Concessionaires ean say that they
have got the faets to prove that they are losing money
then [ will agree with increased fares; but the publie
has not been shown that these Concessionaires are
losing money.

I will say something now. This whole matter
has been a very delicate one for all the Parties in
this House, but 1 want to make this point clear:
whether it be friend or foe concerned, I have a
public duty to perform. I know as a matter of fact,
that behind closed doors plans were laid that prae-
tically every member of this Chamber would have to
speak on this matter.

Ag far as thig Resolution for $30,000 is concerned,
when I received the Resolation I read it and weighed
it carefully. I was not in time to hear the Hon.
Minister introduce this Resolution, but I understand
that he merely introduced and said that it would
not be expedient to say anything more at this stage.

At first, what was operating in my mind as
regards this Resolution until the Hon. Minister
spoke last, was that they had been carrying on this
little game with the bus Concessionaires. The
Government hastily passed the Emergency Legisla-
tion, certain negotiations were made and T thought
that the Government was playing a sort of French
Draughts. I got the impression that the Government
had been saying to this Branch of the Legislature
that the negotiations were still going on, they did
not know whether or not all the Concessionaires
would come back and say: ‘““We will go on to work,”’
hut the Government was putting itself in the position
that in case the mnegotiations were to be broken
down, it would say: ‘“‘Give us this $30,000 as a
stand-by.”” I said that there was nothing wrong in
giving them this money in case the public would
suffer. ‘

But when I listened to the honourable senior
member for St. Philip and the Hon. Minister of
Communications telling this House: ‘‘As far as we
are concerned, the negotiationg have aiready been
broken down’’ -

Hon. M. B. COX: I have never said that.
9.40 p.m.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : T am going to be strong
and very strong upon this point, T pointed out to the
Hon. Leader of the Opposition that I would vote for
this $30,000 if it were for the purpose of allowing the
Government to take over under the Emergency Regu-
lations should negotiations between the Concessionaires
and the Government break down, and if the Govern-
ment has decided to accept the offer by the Concession
aires to take over their buses and run them until such
time, Let me say that this decision rests with one
man and one man only; and that person is the Hon.
Premier. I therefore hope, he will pay great attem-
tion to what T am saying, because my remarks are
addressed to him.

T also am aware that the Hon. Premier is leaving
the island soon. I am saying that if we have to
give them money for a standby I would vote for it.
When you listened to the speech of the Hon. Minister
of Communications over the radio he made it quite
clear that the Government was taking over the buses
subject to people valuing them,

I have been told that Government has agreed
in writing to take over the buses of these people; if
that is so, this Resolution for $30,000 is a bit prema-
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ture. I do not think you are right; I think you are
wrong, and for this reason: when I introduced the
debate in this House to enlighten the public on the
matter, although I could not pull the Government
ir. the debate, I think the Hon. Premier said then
they would give 15% rebate if Concessionaires agreed
to put new buses on the route. I made it clear that if
you are admitting that the bus Concessionaires have
given no proof and have not made out a case for
increased bus fares, then to come back and say you
offer 15% rebate on gasolene was wromg.

I went as far as to say that an action such as
that is dishonest and could be termed a collusion
with the Concessionaires. Al that the Premier said
was that we are giving them 15% rebate because
Concessionaires have to put in new buses. How can
one take money out of a concern and invest it in
other things rather than to put it back into the same
concern. 1f the admission is that you are giving
this 15% rebate so as to enable them to acquire new
buses, you really do not have good buses or a good
service,

If you are going to admit that this House is the
place to enlighten the public of what is happening,
tell me, what on earth will you be taking over when
you take over these buses? If you admit that bus
Concessionaires have not made out a case for an
increase in bus fares but you say you are giving
them a 159 rebate on gasolene temporarily you want
them to get proper buses, you admit that they do not
have proper buses and what they have are in a
deplorable condition.

If you admit all of that, why come in today and
say according to what the Hon. Minister said over
the radio: ‘“We have agreed to take over those buses’’.
Are you going to please the public to satisfy one or
two people? Why do you not be decent and tell us
gsomething? Why is this whole matter clouded in
secrecy ? As soon as one sees so much secrecy in the
dealing with anything, one is bound to be suspicious.

The next thing about this matter is that an
advertisement came cut in the Press calling for
tenders for these coneessions. Have you told the
public how many of these old bus Concessionaires
have applied to run their concessions again? Have
you any mnew applicants? How many services are
you taking over?

9.50 p.m.

You have advertised calling for Concessionaires
including the old ones. The most the public knows
to-day is what they saw in the Press that five or six
companies including the Liberty, the Rocklyn, and
the Lincoln Bus Company have decided to rum. I
predicted in this House that they would continue to
run and I am still holding fast to my conviction.

I am saying here on the floor of this House that
if, with proper investigation they will show the facts
and make out a case I will be prepared to say: these
are the facts let us go into them. This Chamber
could do that. But aic case has been made out, the
matter is shrouded in secrecy and therefore in my
considered opinion you are not justified in this case
in coming to this House with a Resolution for
$30,000.

One or two things are wrong. The Minister of
Communications has objected to my saying that
negotiations have broken down. Then what are they
coming to this House for? [Hon, M. E. COX: It
means that negotiations are over]. Well, if negotia-
tions are over then you are a law unto yourself. 1
personally feel that you are fooling the public.

Tf you intend to take over these buses and then
sell them over to other Concessionaires (the publie
is watching) why are you afraid to say that to the

public of Barbados? The Hon. Minister of Communi-
cations has advertised; we have not got anybody he
said; [A VOICE: You said all that last week.] Do
not mind what I said; I am not the Government. Has
any Minister been honest enough to tell the general
public that they had old Concessicnaires applying?

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, the hon-
ourable senior member for the City has just made
a statement saying that the public are watching. 1
wonder if the honourable member knows that by law,
every new C(oncessionaire has got to take over the
buses of the old Concessionaires if they agree om a
price.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The Hon. Premier has
asked if I know that every Concessionaire will have
to take over the buses of the old Concessionaires. Can
you say who is selling them ? If you have 14 Conces-
tonaires eight of whom are saying I am willing to
run and six are saying I am not willing to go on
running, why not tell the public then who are willing
to take over. [Hon. M. E. COX: They are the new
Concessionaires].

Those are questions which must be answered.
The Hon. Minister of Communications has said that
I mentioned all this in my speech on the last occasion;
but after all if you hear something and you mention
it on the floor of this House, it is for the Government
to get up and say whether we should pay regard to
it or not. But if they say nothing then they leave
the public with but one impression; and that is, we
cannot get anybody to do it and therefore we have
to take over the transport system. If they did that
I would be prepared to say let us put the Govern-
ment in a position so that the Concessionaires would
not be able to put their backs to the wall.

Let me ask the Government this other question:
last Tuesday they passed Emergency Regulations;
the Premier said then that the Regulations were be-
ing passed in case the bus Concessionaires felt like
stopping any one morning, then they would be in a
position to commandeer the buses and run them; *
this Resolution for that purpose? Are you saying
that you never passed Emergency Regulations? Why
did you pass Emergency Regulations? If you passed
Emergency Regulations because you felt that mego-
tiations would have broken down before the 25th in
stant, have you not got power to say that these buses
will have to be operated under Emergency Regulations
and that this money will have to pay for operating
them? But no, you say that you are asking for this
money actually to pay for the operation of the buses
for two weeks. This is a dishonest attempt to extort
money to run something for two weeks when the
Government knows that they have decided to take
over these buses by buying them out between now
and the 25th August, You are not talking to fools.

Mr. Chairman, today is the 16th; tomorrow will
be the 17th; between now and the 25th it will be a
question of the people having a claim ready to get
the money. I hope the Hon. Premier is 1istening to
this. He has said that the law mow is that we will
only grant you a concession if you agree to take
over these old buses. In other words what the Hon.
Premier is saying is tantamount to this: if you are
going to grant Messrs. Robert Thom Ltd., a conces-
sion to run the Belleville or Hastings route you can
orfly do so if they can agree to take over the old
buses. I would rather hear you tell me that that
cannot happen.

I see mno reason why the Government should eome

“here with a Resolution for $30,000 under the pretext

that they are only trying out something when they
know they are actually buying the buses. If they
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intended to work .it under the Emergency Regula-
tions I had intended to vote for it.

I will never be a good party man because I do
not eare how many Universities somebody has been
to, I am going to express my view. There is one thing
more I should like to say and it concerns the gentle-
men who have been talking about nationalisation. I
think the Hon. Premier will agree with me that the
bus business is worth something like $4,000,000.
According to the amount charged by the Government
on gasolene if my honourable friend the honourable
senior member for St. Joseph who is one of the econo-
mic luminaries of this House had worked it out, he
would have brought it at approximately $2,000,000
[A VOICE: Their share for selling the gasolene?] 1
cannot see the wisdom of Government taking it over.
10.00 p.m.

I will never vote for the Government to take
over any business which could be run successfully
by private enterprise. I know that some of my
friends in this Chamber feel that they are wedded
to nationalisation as a new-fangled idea because of
their big experiences and how well they think it
will work in other countries; but they will agree
with me that it is the capitalised countries in the
form of free enterprise which have been feeding the
hungry world. I refer to the United States of
Amerieca which has had to feed the entire world. I
had to remind the hon. junior member for St. Peter
about that. '

The bringing down of this Resolution is, to my
mind, a game of bluff. When I discussed this ques-
tion about the transport service recently, I believe
it was said: “Not one will come out tomorrow morn-
ing”. 1 cffered to bet that the buses would all come
out, and they have all come out.

I understand that throughout the negotiations
there were still those who were decent enough to
say: “Although we are not actually making suffi-
cient money, we are not losing any money”. I have
asked in this House that they separate the buses
on the short routes from those which go to the coun-
try distriets and see what portion of the alleged
$37,000 is lost outside.

I do not believe myself that the Government is
approaching this matter in the right spirit; I feel
that they are somewhat timid. I congratulate them
on the stand they have taken in not granting the
Concessionaires the amount for which they had
asked ; however, I say that it is not a blunder but a
dishonest and reckless mistake, if it can be termed
a mistake, to offer them this rebate of 15%. It is
dishonest to say: “I will give you something in
another way.”

I still say that the Government should have
been stronger in this matter. I still repeat that they
have no right even to attempt to ask for this $30,000
knowing that they are actually going to take over
these buses. You are taking over buses which, ac-
cording to the method of taxation, the Concession-
aires have already paid for and they are over 12
years old. Mark this: you are going to take over
the buses; you have agreed to buy them; on the
other hand you have passed Emergency Legislation
which you have told this House would put you in
a position to prevent the travelling public from
suffering because you could commandeer the buses
and run them; but you tell me now that you are
taking over some of the buses because one or two
people are saying that there is no strength of char-
acter.

Let me digress here for a moment to say this:
you have a recommendation made to the Govern-
ment by the Director of Highways and Transport,
and the feeling of the Government is that no Direc-

J

tor would have made any recommendation for any
increase unless he had consulted the Minister of
Communications, I see that the Premier is laugh-
ing. One wonders in what position Mr. Barron
would be if he had done anything without the know-
ledge of his Minister.

There is also the feeling that a promise has
beer made to increase bus fares; if they did not
make that promise, I will like to know by what
stretch of the imagination are they making this dis-
honest mistake of offering this 15% rebate?

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: On a point of Order. The
honourable member continues to use the word “dis-
honest”. It is only his enthusiasm that has made
him forget what the Hon. Minister has said, This
is what the Government has said:

“The Governor-in-Executive Committee view
with great concern the failure of the Concessionaires
to face up to the pressing needs of the general pub-
lic calling for considerable improvements in the
operational methods and improvements in the types
of motor cmnibuses to provide better travelling
facilities. They decided, after lengthy deliberation,
that immediate steps must be taken to bring about
a marked improvement in the conditions of public
transport. It was concluded that an inerease in
bus fares would not, in the circumstances, meet the
case, but, that a rebate of 5 per cent of the cost cf
petrol per gallon consumed solely for operational
purposes for motor omnibuses operating on service
routes could be granted, provided the Concessionaires
agreed to enter a Concessionaire Agreement requir-
ing them to carry out essential improvements to the
public transport services within a specified time.”

That is what we offered the 15% rebate for.
We offered it provided the Concessionaires did so
and so within six months and so and so within
twelve months. All those things have to be done
before they get that 15%, 5% or 2%. We said that
we are giving the Concessionaires this 15% if they
carry out these improvements and not otherwise.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: We had better get that
straight. Then the six Conecessionaires who have
eontinued to work will not get this 15% rebate.
[ say that that is dishonest; show or bring proof
that I am wrong. The Premier has said that it is
cnly if the Concessionaires do these things that they
will get this 15% rebate. I ask: will the people
who are continuing to run their buses get this 15%

rebate? Take care we understand that they are
getting it. [Laughter].
10.10 p.m.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I said provided the Con-
cessionaires carry cut those essential improvements
to their services.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I did not understand;
you have it that way; I am ignorant; I was never
good at playing Old Man’s Bluff. Let me say again,
that this thing rests with one man only; and there
is nothing wrong with my saying that.

Let me ask the Hon. Premier this question:
despite all the facts and figures which I brcught in
here and although I know that representation was
made to the Hon. Minister that the statements which
I made were not correct, I invite the Hon, Premier
to say

Hon. M. E. COX: T would like to know tc what
representation is the honourable member referring.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I will soon tell you. I
am saying that despite the statement I made in here
and you have made a mistake, say so, If your policy
is nationalisation, well then, there is no hard feel-
ing. I came in here and said “No nationalisation for
me”; but there is no hard feeling if you want to
nationalise. 1 came in here with figures and with
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statements on this matter. We realise that you must
have these buses.

T asked you: is it not a fact that all these Con-
cessionaires have been allowed to deduct 20% for
depre;cmtion for every single unit they have been
running before they are liable for taxation? You
sald that you were giving the 15% rebate because
you must have proper buses. You felt you were
right when you were doing it, but I am saying, you
are wrong. I distinctly told you that these people
were taking out this 20% for depreciation each year
from the time you regulated them. They have taken
out that money and have put it into their own
pockets. Is that true or not?

If it is true, are your actions honest to the pub-
lic of Barbados when you know now that they have
taken this out and you are going to give them 15%
rebate on gasolene? Ask the Income Tax Commis-
sioner or Mr. Mc¢Dermott if that is not true. With
those faets staring you in the face, are you not
seeing now that you have made a mistake to

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Finish your sentence.
What has the Commissioner of Income Tax to do
with this?

Mr, E. D. MOTTLEY: Do not try to draw a
red herring across the trail. You say that you will
be giving them that rebate for rehabilitation; that
is what you said already. You felt you were right
when you said that, but are you going to give some-
body money to do something when they have already
taken that money out of the business and done
something else with it?

I am saying how are you going to do that when
for the past ten years they have been taking out
20% to rehabilitate their buses and they have not
put one new bus on their route. You could have
agreed to that if they had put in one new bus.

As a matter of fact, if they had put in new
buses, there would be mno necessity for ‘‘pirate”
buses. You would have been able to say that the
Concessionaires had carried out their obligations,
and there is no necessity for any improved trans-
portation. You would have been able to say that
such and such a Concessionaire had made so mueh
money out of his business and he had put it back
into the business; instead of his having ten buses
as when he started, he has 15 buses. But when it
is brought to your notice that Conecessionaires have
taken out the money out of the business and put it
into something else [A VOICE: What? Real
Estate?] Yes. [A VOICE: That is a joke.] If you
say s0, you ought to know. If you know that they
took money out of the business and put it to their owr:
use, how then can you say you are justified in tax-
ing the people of this colony to give them 15% re-
bate on gasolene? What you are really doing is
taxing the people of this colony to put money into
the hands of 14 people.

10.20 p.m.

If my greatest friend were in the Government .
could, not refrain from saying that this action is a
dishonest action. I will not be a party to a vote like
this. My colleague referred to the attitude of some
members of the Government by saying that when they
are removed from travelling in the buses and are in
their cars they seem to forget. Well, I say that it is
good at times to remember; and in this game sur-
rounding this bus business T do not see why the Com-
mittee should have made recommendations without
first seeing what were the takings of these bus Con-
cessionaires. [A VOICE: 1 do not agree with that.]
Tf that Committee had had absolute proof and had
shown that a Concessionaire had invested $50,00C
for instance, and had been unable to make 3 per cent
or 4 per cent on his money, I would have been on:

of the first to say that he should have an increase in
bus fares because he would be entitled to some profit
on his money so invested.

Mr. Chairman, when the promise was made %5
increase bus fares, (you hear what I say) when the
promise was made to increase bus fares the Govern-
ment did not give their reasons. I cannot imagins
how they could make that recommendation without
the Government’s knowing. There are those of us wn-
do not want to keep on our heads in here only but
will listen for certain things which they ought %o
know.

The Hon. Minister of Commyunications wanted
to know when I quoted the returns made by certain
buses to the Vestry, whether I was sure that they
were correct. I understand the Hon. Minister to say
that certain Concessionaires had informed him that
there was no truth in some of what I had said. T
consider that the Hon., Minister of Communications
snould call on the Vestmy for that information. I
defy any Vestry to deny the Hon. Minister that in-
foymation on behalf of his Government. I made those
the Hon. Minister to have those figures brought be-
fore him since they will help to solve this matter.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, somebody said to me
yesterday morning something that will show the
conditions that those buses are in. Many of the buses
that have been bought he said, are so bad that he
was in one and when the rain started to fall every-
body in the two back seats had to get out because
there was no glass or anything else to keep out the
rain. If Concessionaires in any other country besidex
Barbados had done this they would have been locked
up. :

I am telling you this with the greatest respect:
for you to take the money of the people of this
country and buy these broken down buses you are
doing wrong. [A VOICE: Buy new ones then.] You
do not have to buy new ones then.

I heard it mentioned just now that we never
knew anything about Government’s arbitrators until
somebody rung it out of the Minister of Communi-
cations. Then somebody else wrung it out of him
you have got Mr. Leon Alleyne and Mr. K. R.
Hunte, the one a very reputable mechanic and the
other a shrewd business man.

The Hon. Ministers of the fGovernment have o
habit of looking across here and saying that some-.
body is an arbitrator. Arbitrator for what? [A
VOICE: A shrewd business man!] Arbitrator for
the subsidy? Does it make much difference?

It is difficult for some of us to make speeches
on this matter. For instance, Mr. Chairman, I saw
in one section of the Press that you have a business
transaction to get over; that is that you are to
make some concessions. One section of the Press has
said that the reason why I was raising opposition
was because I had interest in it. Whatever you go
to do you should do it well; and I am sorry to say
I cannot vote for this Resolution. It is not enough
to get up and say what the Hon. Minister of Com-
munications has said.

I am putting a proposition to you now: rather
than actually now going and buying out these buses,
why not get together with your new Conecessionaires
[A VOICE: You have Concessionaires who are
willing.] T am a business man [Hon. G. H. ADAMS:
A shrewd business man!] No, I am only a simple
business man.

The Hon. Premier has reached the stage where
he has not got to worry about what happens politi-
cally in Barbados. With regard to the six Conces-
sionaires why not eall on them and say: ‘‘Are you
not willing to take this or that route?’’ Let me in-
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form you on this: the cost of the gasolene that
is used in these buses is approximately $4,000,000.
10.30 p.m.

I am asking this question: instead of buying
these buses, why not call upon these people and
ask them if they are willing to take this or that?
If you buy a motor car to-morrow at 12 o’clock just
as it come off the boat and you carried it back at
5 o’clock after it had done 5 miles, there is an
amount to be allowed for depreciation. You say:
“I do mnot like how the back seat feels, it is not
serviceable enough,’” as the honourabie senior member
for St. Luey would say; and when you carry it back.
an amount would be taken off for depreciation.

You have a section in this House which is in
favour of nationalisation, but there is some wisdom
in the heads of a few people who feel that you
should not nationalise now that there are so many
other things to be done. I can see with that idea.
Be like Caesar’s wife, If you go and take over
these buses and pay $50,000 for them and then turn
them over to Concessionaires even for the same
money, you are doing wrong. You invest in any-
thing to make money.

I remember that when one Concessionaire was
granted a concession, everything was bad. Of course
there are some honourable members who want the
Government to buy these buses; of course you will
bave some buses in such a condition that you will
have to put a taxi in front of them to pull them;
of course there are some buses which will run oniy
for a day. But what should be the Governwment’s
approach in this matter? What I would suggest to
the Government is this: (I call the Premier the
Government} in the first place, exercise your right
under the Emergency Legislation which we have
passed ; if the Concessionaires say that they are losing
money, suppose you came down under the Emergency
Regulations and said: ‘‘Let us have your buses: we
are paying for gasolene, repairs, and so on.”” On
the other hand, call in the Concessionaires which
vou have now and ask them to take over a few
routes. Thirdly, call in those persons who have
appliad for concessions, before you do one stroke
of buying and ask them: ‘‘Are you willing to take
over these coneessions?’’ But do not make these con-
cessions for any three or five years.

The Hon. Minister of Communications has said:
““We will pav what the Labour Commissioner says
should be paid.”’

Hon. M. E. COX: We have passed Regulations
transferring the power to fix wages from the Director
of Highways and Transport to the Labour Com-
missioner.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The Hon. Minister has
said that on the question of fixing wages they are
putting that matter into the hands of the Labour
Commiissioner. Any way. T am not worrying about
that: what I am suggesting is that you should not
egrant any econcessions for any three or five years.
If you grant the concessions for 10 vears, people
will be able to get backing from the Banks.

T am not voting for this $30,000 because I think
a false impression was given to this House. In faet,
this Resolution is for the purpose of a deposit which
is not called for in the real estate business. You
are taking our money and buying broken down buses
and the public want to know, sooner or later, why
this is happening. / Something fishy is going on about
this matter; this thing will smell. I warn the
Government about it; you are penalising the people
when vou know that there is not one bus Conces-
sionaire who has gone even near to bankruptey.

<

1 sit down by asking you: now can Government
take money out of the Treasury to give to those peo-
ple when your own Income Tax Commissioner called
on one of them to put back $56,000 which he took
out of hiz business. I say that for the benefit of the
public. I will say finaily that I am not going to
vote for this Resolution.

10.40 p.m.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, I am prob-
ably at a disadvantage in that I did not hear the
entire debate this afternoon as I was forced to be
elsewhere; but this Addendum, on my first cursory
reading over the weekend, made me so thoroughly
pleased that T said to myself that the Government
has at last got the courage, if not of its own con-
vietions, of mine, to make its first move after so many
years to naticnalise public utilities,

There is no gainsaying the fact, that when the
people voted at the last General Elections, the
vast majority of them voted for a programme which
they anticipated and they were made to believe
mmcluded nationalisation at every turn and at every
available opportunity. There 1s no use attempting to
deny that. That was the factor which more than
anything else, (even the giving of free hot meals to
elementary school children and free secondary edu-
cation) which operated in the minds of people who
cast their votes at the last General Election. There-
fore, when I read the Addendum to this Resolution
stating Government’s decision to take over and oper-
ate some of the concessions, I felt pleased that Gov-
ernment at last had taken this courage in its hands.

But then, some most unforiunate words ‘‘on a
temporary basis the buses of those owners who no
longer wish to renew their concession agreements’
have been put into it. The snag is too awful. In other
words, vou will be nationalising some on a tem-
porary basis and others, you wil! not be nationalising
at all.

I would like to say that it would be putting a
very great strain on the employees of those owners
who are renewing their agreement when they see
running at the same time, alniost alongside them,
buzes which are being run by the Government; and
whose employees would be in veceipt of substantial
increases and whose employees would be working
much shorter hours than they, and whose employees
will be liable to pension rights and security of
tenure.

Sir, consider how would those employees of those
people feel when they see that their brothers in the
same line of business are working in happier and
better conditions when these concessions are being
actually renewed and signed by those people who
have declared their intention of carrying on.

I must advise Government to make sure that
there be some Clause that whatsoever is paid to the
eniployees of those buses run by the Government and
whatsocver are the working hours of such employees,
are also applicable to those employees of those bus
Concessionaires who are operating their concessions;
and that those Concessionaires must make provision
for pensions for those who are working on their buses
so that they would be in line with the employees of
the buses which are run by the Government.

Several transport workers have discussed with
me during the past week the question of their wages;
and they maintain with considerable justification
that there is no reason why a driver of a bus with
the responsibility which he has, should be paid less
than an ‘‘A’’ Class mason or carpenter. They can
see no reason why they should be paid less than 15/-
a day for the work which they are required to do and
for the hours which they are required to work.

I must confess, enthusiastic as I am for nationali-
sation, (it is the only hope and salvation) that I sce

‘xﬁ
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no reason why this Government should not be behind
the Attlee’s Labour Government when it had a similar
majority in the House of Commons of bringing
nationalisation into effeet.

The Addendum goes on to state; ‘I hope that
in the near future’’ (I presume it means between now
and the 24th instant) ‘‘that Concessionaires might
apply.”” The Government is suggesting a very timid
and lukewarm taking over. In other words, they are
saying they would not be running the show for any
length of time; and possibly one of those firms whoss
names we have heard mooted around as being in-
terested, such as Messrs. Robert Thom Limited, and
Messrs. Musson, Son & Company, Limited, might
apply.

The honourable senior member for St. Michael
went on to state that Government is still hoping that
at the last moment any Concessionaire who wants to
renew his concession would come in and do so. That
again is wreng; that is lukewarmness and a bad
approach to nationalisation. In other words, you are
hoping against hope that somebody would want to
renew their comcession or somebody else might apply
for it.

10.50 p.m.

Mr. Chairman, if the Government runs the entira
service for which no one has applied [A VOICE:
Who told you so?] I do believe you must absorb the
other people; and the moment they realise that, they
Fave got to follow that up. :

The hon. junior member for the City speaking
on the Resolution for $30,000 said that $30,000 is 2
considerable sum to have in hand before you start.
But then it would hardly have justified him saying
that more fares would not be coming in—

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I condemned the
system of using the revenue of the buses and I coun-
selled the Government to see the wisdom of using
the method of placing all sums received into the
Treasury promptly. Therefore the hon. member need
not say what he has said.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, I have not
eisquoted the hom. member, If he wanted to get up
he could have said so, During the fortnight however,
bus fares will come in and they will be sufficient.
obviously to finance the running of the buses. You
will have two weeks accumulation of funds which wili
rot be touched and then you will have your third
week. In short you will have enough money to carry
on.

Reference was made to-day to a subject which
we discussed last week; that is, the question of the
pick-ups. The Government would be well advised
to leave these people alome. 1 must admit that I
personally would not suffer professionally or other-
wise but they should be left alone; they should not
be interefered with.

I have good reason to believe that at least, in
one rural area, certain members of the Police Foree
are subsidised by a certain bus owner; because cer
tain of those pick-up owners often find themselves
on some fictitious charge. As a result they waste
their time in answering these charges in Court and
are very often forced to spend money unnecessarily.
It is not fair to them. Furthermore these are th-
people upon whom after the 25th August you will
have to rely to earry on the transport of the island.

This Committee has recommended an overall
increase upon only 30 to 50 new units. If you
make that increase you still leave a void which can
cnly be filled by the pick-up. You will find (and
this is where I recall the remarks of the honourable
senior member for the City who in speaking about
permits said that permits are only to be granted
to bus owners) that permits will be granted to ‘X"’

and not to ‘Y.’ You will find that the luggage van
people will not be able to get permits to carry two
people besides the driver outside of the fact thut
the gear shift is situated on the steering wheel
Gthers are permitted not only to carry one but two;
therefore I conclude that that is discrimination.

In the case of the luggage vans, if you limit the
number of passengers to so small a number that it is
found uneconomical to run it, that will be another
way of putting the vehicle off the road. ILest hon.
members should feel that it is only the pick-ups who
want to make a living, let me remind them that
there is a vast number of people who say that they
want to travel by the pick-ups. They say that il
they do not have money the pick-up owner will allow
them to owe him the fare. That is not so with the
Leeward Motors Co. That is why I have reminded
kon. members that these pick-ups have become inte-
grated into the life of the colony and is the poor
man’s faxi. :

For all these reasons, we cannot conceive of this
gervice continuing without the aid of these vehicles.
They provide a service which has never been before
provided.

But to revert to the financial side of this
matter, I am supporting this vote but I depricats
the apparent nervousness of the Minister who is
responsible for its introduction. He seems lacking
in confidence that the Government can take over
and run the service efficiently. 'Let him understand
that it is only the capitalist element which is en-
deavouring to scare him. [Hon. M. B. COX: The
capitalists never had any influence over me and
vever will.] I hope I have misread the mind of the
honourable member.

After due consideration, honourable members
will see that there is hardly anything that Govera-
ment should be more in control of than passenger
transport. I feel that Government should not hesi-
tate to take it over today. You will hear criticism
coming from your extreme right. It is there that
the forces of reaction assemble and foregather; but
that is the very reason why they are against it;
because they realise that certain private business
men will be losing and the Government will be
making what they have ceased to make.

11.00 p.m.

If the Government is running this bus service,
you are getting petrol and oil free of duty, and you
do not have to provide any margin of profit; you
are just covering your expenses and you are gettirg
your essential commodities duty free. It might well
be decided that you run the whole show so as to
effect at least a slight reduction in the fares.
[Cheers.] You cannot get away from that, and I d»
not think I need stress that any more.

T trust that when the honourable senior mem-
ber for St. Michael goes to Rediffusion again at 8.30
o’clock p.m. he will not be telling us that he has
awarded anything to Messrs Robert Thom Litd.,
Central Foundry Ltd. or any of those people, but
that the Government has accepted its responsibility
to the electorate and has decided to nationalise the
first item which has presented itself as a gift, and
we will have our Bridgetown Passenger Transport
Service.

Mr. HAYNES: T do not want to delay this
meeting, but T think it is proper that I should say
a few words on this matter. As a rule, I do not
agree with the majority on the other side of the
table. I was a bit shocked when I saw this Resolu-
tion for $30,000; it gave me the impression that no
thought had been given to one of the most import-
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ant matters which have been discussed here for a
long time.

In the first instance, I should have thought that
the policy of this Government would have been to
realise that unless they do something of some value
to improve our transportation service in Barbados,
and do it quickly, they will never improve the
service. When one looks at these so-called buses
which you see at the various terminals, you can al-
most compare them with some fowl coops or some-
thing of that sort. If one of these vehicles over
turned, there is mo way of getting out of it at ail

Wherever you go you will find that within the
last 10 years the cost of public transportation has
increased considerably; it has increased not only in
Fngland but in other countries ag well. Let us takae
the United States of America; in 1945 you paid 5
cents to travel by the subways and you counld go
any distance. In 1955 the cost has been increased to
15 cents—an increase of 300%. And why is that?
Because obviously, the cost of everything else has
gone up and you have to try to keep things as they
should be kept, otherwise there is no progress.

It reminds me of the sign which you sometimes
see: ‘‘Drugs administered or carefully compounded.’’

In the other Acts on the Statute Book, we gener-
ally see, ‘‘the Board may make regulations generally
for carrying out the provisions of the Act;’’ not ad-
ministering the provisions of the Aect. Now, they
specify and then there is a genera] clause at the end.
A VOICE: 'That is a precautionary method.] Tt
would appear to me when this whole Bill was drafted
that somebody was sleeping. You then have as sub-
clause (2) :—

‘‘Regulations made under this section shall be
laid before each House of the Legfislature as soon as
iphossible after they are made, and if either House,
within the period of forty days beginning with the
day on which the regulations are laid before it.
resolves that the regulations shall be annulled, the
regulations shall thenceforth be void but without pre-
judice to the validity of anything previously done
thereunder or to the making of new regulations.”

The Regulations which this Board would maké
are only domestic in nature and can only affect the
internal economy of the corporation. What new con-
tingencies are being made by the provision of Clause
18 of this Bill? T wonder if the Hon. Minister of
Communications knows that himself and whether he
can give an answer to the queries raised. This whole
paragraph is complete hash. Nothing has been put to
the public to say that you have set up a Board whick
is a step towards nationalisation. There is nothing
‘in ‘this Bill well thought out or drafted.

If the Hon. Minister of Communications has as-
tured us that this Bill was thoroughly discussed in
Executive Committee, it would appear to me that the
Executive members of this House had no sleep at all,
It is laughable, but it is really true.

T do not think it is worth my saving more
becanse my words may be falling on deaf ears. It
is my belief that hon. members have made up their
minds already and I think they will remain where
they are. However, T think it is a pity to say
that one or two younger hon, members than me
may regret it in the near future.

11.10 p.m.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I would first
like to congratulate the hon. junior member for
St. Peter and the hon. senior member for St. Philip
on having made very good speeches on this whole
situation, especially in view of the fact that I con-
sidered them to be better socialists than any hon.
member of this House who is on the Ministerial
benches. I also congratulate the hon. junior mem-

ber for St. John who is not with us for what he
has said.

Firstly, T must congratulate him as being the
first member of the Opposition who has been en-
throned in the Editorial Chair of the Government’s
Newspaper and 1 would secondly congratulate
him

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Chairman, I object to
that statement. I am not in the Editorial Chair
of any Government Newspaper.

Mr. BARROW: Perhaps, Mr. Chairman, my
congratulations are premature; but the hon. jun-
ior member for St. John informed me two weeks
ago in the Lobby of this Chamber of his appoint-
ment in that respect.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Again, Mr. Chairman, I ob-
ject to those remarks. I have been accused of
several things which I have never confirmed or
denied.

Mr. BARROW: I am not accusing the hon.
member of anything; I am just congratulating him
on being the first member of the Opposition who
has achieved the Editorial Chair of the Govern-
ment’s Newspaper.

Mr. VAUGHAN: I am the only Independeut
member of this House, Mr. Chairman; I am the
only one now existing since my colleague has join-
ed the new party. My status is politically inde-
pendent, and therefore I can take any stand I like.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am going to ask the hon.
senior member for St. George to keep to the par-
ticular Resolution.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I am entitled
to congratulate hon. members.

Mr., CHAIRMAN: I am asking you to listen
to me. You may speak for the whole night until
tomorrow morning, but you must speak on this
Resolution.

Mr. BARROW: I am speaking on the Reso-
lution; T am congratulating hon. members who
spoke on it.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: But the hon. junior mem-
ber for St. John is not thanking you for so doing.

Mr. BARROW: Whether he thanks me or not
it is immaterial to me. As an independent mem
ber, who on his own information has achieved dis-
tinetion on a newspaper which is losing $4,000 a
year, I have congratulated him.

Mr. Chairman, I should also like to congratu-
late the hon. senior member for the City on havi:g
spoken three times on this Resolution and sa.d
the same thing on each occasion, and also has been
able to keep hon. members as interested in what
he had to say on the two subsequent occasions as
he did on the first occasion.

I would also like to congratulate the hon. sen-
ior member for the City for on 17 occasions getting
up and distinetly aecusing the Government of dis-
honest acts and not having been named or callerd
upon by the Speaker to withdraw the remarks. I
think that is a matter for great congratulations. T
would like also to congratulate him for suggest-
ing that you were in the position of being a pros-
pective Concessionaire.

However, sir, my congratulations are advisedly
withheld from anyone in the Government or the
three hon. members on their left who reminds me
of the saying: “Hear no evil, see no evil, and
speak no evil”.

Mrs. BOURNE: Mr. Chairman, I am one of
three members immediately on the left of the Gov-
ernment, and I would like to tell the hon. member
to speak for himself. I would never like to adopt
his attitude as long as I remain in this House.
[Cheers.]

/*/
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Mr. BARROW: My, Chairman, this is the one
cceasion which the honourable member thought sha
had heard evil; or perhaps, Mr. Chairman, by sup-
porting the policies which can only lead them down
the Galilean slope to destruction, I can call them
both faithful and charitable.

My congratulations are advisedly withheld
from the Hon. Minister of Communications and 1
do so purposely. I warned him two weeks ago
that I was going to refrain from making any dis-
closure on this matter until he was man enough
to say that by their taking over the buses to run
them, they were under the legal obligation to buy
them from the Concessionaires. That moment has
come today, when the Government of this countrv
in coming for his Resolution to operate the buszg
for two weeks, has at present a legal and binding
obligation to buy over these buses from those Con-
cessionaires; and although a virtual Minister of
Trade is at the head of the commission T will stiil
like to predict that the taking over of these buses
is going to cost Government a sum in the vicinity
of $576,000.

On the 26th August, this month, members of
the Government are going to come down here with
a Resolution for $576,000 to purchase these buses
which they took over. If they do not come for
that amount they will soon be put in Court, because
the recently introduced Crown Proceedings Act
makes them liable. We are still waiting for the
Minister to disclose that.

Even now, he does mnot seem to realise the
enormity of the crime he has committed against the
people of this country. Up to now he is still sleep-
ing when I have already pointed out to him that
they have already entered an agreement in which
it is published and declared that they must buy
these buses. 1t took him four hours after he was
goaded by the honourable junior member for St.
Philip to confess, mueh to the consternation and
dismay of the honourable senior member for the
City, that they had already agreed to accept the
offer of the bus Concessionaires to purchase ap
proximately 100 of their buses.

In other words, as the honourable senior mem-
ber for the City said just now, it seems that the
$30,000 which we are asked to vote tomight is morr
of a down payment to pay to the thieves of the
transaction.

11.20 pm.

I am not going to go over the ground which
has been so ably traversed by the two honourable
members who have already spoken (the honourable
Junior member for St. Peter and the honourable
senior member for St. Philip). Nor to go into the
mechanics of the administration of a transport
service which has been so ably covered by the hon-
ourable junior member for the City. But I do feel
that every Minister of the Crown (because in the
last analysis although they regard themselves as
Ministers of the Premier they are Ministers of the
Crown) should get up and explain clearly to the
npublic exactly what is happening, and what would
be the effect of any Resolution which is introduced
into this Chamber.

The honourable member for the City has sail
that certain parties are afraid to speak their minds
on this matter. I said two weeks ago that when the
Government comes clean and when the Minister of
Communications explain more, we would be pre-
pared to speak then and not before. The three
speeches including the one made by the honourable
senior member for the City was a kind of super-
orogation on his part because he was inveigled into
taking over the buses, he being convinced that they

cculd not lose money; today he is saying something
different.

Mg E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, the
honourable member has this impression which he
said he read in the Official Gazette; but I forgive
him since the creation of those impressions depend
largely upon the state of his mind. I said that T
would never support the Government in any attempt
to take over the bus tdansport.

Mr. BARROW: To-night I was under the im-
pression that the honourable member was still say-
ing that the Government should ecall off the blufl
with the Concessionaires and take over; but the hon-
ourable member seems to be slightly disappointed
that (according to the senior member for St. Josephn)
the deal is already closed and the Government has
already agreed to pay for these buses but he wants
tc keep this a secret. ‘That was the impression I got.

Now, Mr. Chairman, I should like to make one
or two interesting disclosures. The Emergency
Powers Act which was passed by this Chamber =
short time ago (I believe on the 12th day July,)
has absolutely nothing to do with the bus crisis. It
happened to be introduced on the night when the
regotiations were still going on; but the Hon.
Premier had reasons then which will be disclosed
within the next five minutes or thereabout and that
is why he passed this Emergency Legislation.

I am sorry that the honourable junior member
for St. Peter is not in his seat tonight to hear thesec
comments. This- Emergency Legislation was
passed in anticipation and at the behest of certain
overseas interests of which the Barbados Electrie
Supply Corporation forms part, and for the pur-
pose which I predicted three years ago. I have said
it and it will be proved in the result that the Aect
will never be used because there is no bus crisis.

This Government owns these buses already; so
how then can they invoke this emergency legislation?

The only persons the Government can now invoke
emergency regulations against are the members of
the Barbados Workers Union. The Government have
already signed on the dotted line not literally but
in effect, since they have sent back correspondemce
- saying that they have accepted the proposals of the
bus Concessionaires. The bus drivers have been
foolish enough to have gone and joined the union. All
that the bus owners are waiting for now is theic
monfey. The Committee has not met, so nobody can
say that a member of the Committee told me of this
important figure of $576,000.

Time and again I have pointed out to the general
rublic of Barbados what is happening in this coun-
try; that is that with one voice they say that the
merchants got the coin and the Union got the men;
but now it is that the Union got the men and not
the money! [laughter]. _

I am saying this: this situation is not due to
any perspicacity or business acumen on the part of
any single person in Barbados including myself,
not even Mr. McDermott or the Financial Secre-
tary ; but to the people who have an economic stran-
glehold on this colony. As we have been reminded
by the honourable senior membler for St. Joseph
himiself, we in this Chamber do mnot control the
destiny of this country at all; we are merely a
debating Chamber. When you set up an Arbitration
Board and put Mr. Hunte on it, and when you take
the 1953 Customs Act and you allow exemptions
from duty on oil, copra ete., coming into this country
specially for the Roberts Manufacturing Company
for which Mr. Hunte is the Managing Director, that
is a matter specifically for the Minister of Trade.
At one conference the Minister of Trade—
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Mr. CHAIRMAN:
the Minister of Trade?

Mr. BARROW: Yes. There is financial policy
involved in this matter; it is a trading eoncern
which deals with gasolene etcetera.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am warning the honouw
able member that he must keep to the Resolution.

Mr. BARROW: Is it a fact that tonight for
the first time the Minister of Communications has
disclosed that the same Mr. Hunte who has conces-
sions for the Roberts Manufacturing Co., is going
to be Chairman of the proposed Transport Board;
is that right or wrong? No matter what their polit-
ical propositions may be, you have to look to sec
how the country is going to be run. Wherr it comes
to the bug company or any concern for that matter
there is a lot of inveigling in it.

‘When the price of cooking oil went up—

Mr. CHAIRMAN: This has nothing to do with
the Resolution.

Mr. BARROW: Yes it has something to ds
with the Resolution. I am dealing with the increa-e
in the cost of living. Everyone knows that if 1
cents per pound on the price of margarine is—

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I repeat that that has
nothing to do with this Resolution.

Mr. BARROW: But it does have something
to do with it.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Has the increase on bus
fares got anything to do with the inerease on mar-
garine ?

11.30 .p.m.

Mr. BARROW: I know that when they want-d
the public to pay a cent on Fats, the promise was
made long before so that the Commission which was
set up was only a political shield to say that they
were doing it on the advice of the Commission. That
was when they wanted the public to pay a cent on
Fats.

This is where I join issue with the honouravic
senior member for the City; on three successive
oceasions he got up in this House and said: “‘If 1
had a brief for anybody in this matter, I woula
not be in this Chamber.”’ T invited the Hon. Ministsr
to see that the first thing he should do would be
to clear the air. I saw the eagerness and approba
tion displayed by the honourable senior member for
St. Joseph and the honourable senior member for
St. Michael, and for the first time T saw the Premiet
taking copious notes to be used as argument to beat
down the Conecessionaires.

They have been led up the garden path in this
matter. On three occasions the honourable senio
member for the City said that the bus Concession-
aires were making money. The Commission whizh
was set up to investigate the claims of the bus
Concessionaires for an increase in bus fares, was
comprised of the former Income Tax Commissioner,
Mr. Clairmonte, Mr. Alking and Mr. Armstrong, and
they did not say either what the Minister of Com-
munications is saying they said, or what the honour
able senior member for the City has misinterpreted
them as having declared. [A VOICE: Where Qo
you get that from?]

Mr. Chairman, if the glasses of the honourable
junior member for St. Philip are not as good as they
should be, T would move a Resolution to the Nationai
Health Services as soon as possible. I would only
like to say this: in offering my congratulations jus’
now I left out the hon. junior member for St. Philip
by an oversight; and I must congratulate him on
having the temerity to make a speech in view of
the fact that the Minister of Communiecations is his

Is this something to do with

sole means of transport after the meeting of this
House.

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: On a point of Order.
From what document is the honourable member
quoting.

Mr. CHAIRMAN:
he has finished.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, it is rather
remarkable that members of the public are being
put in the same ignominious position as the honour-
able junior member for St. Philip who is dependent
vpon the Minister of Communications for transport
to and from his home, and he deces not know that
we have not had this Report debated in the Hous».
You can have a copy of it. (The honourable mem-
ber threw o copy of the Report across the Table.)

Mr. CHAIRMAN: What does the honourable
member mean by throwing about papers like that?

MEMBERS: Protest against that. He do:=s
not have any culture even if he has brains.

Mr. J. ¢. MOTTLEY: Leave him alone.

Mr. BARROW: Now the terms of reference
of the Committee were: ‘‘To investigate the claims
of the bus Concessionaires for an increase in bus
fares and to make recommendations............ 7’ What
recommendations ? Recommendatious for the increase
in bus fares. This is what is stated in the Official
Report from which I was reading and which I have
had the honour to hand, perkaps perfunctorily, *«
the honourable junior member for St. Philip. Why
did the Minister not start off and clear the whole
atmosphere by discussing the Report?

As the honourable junior member for the City
has pointed out, not one newspaper has gone into
the prospective increases. As I was saying, thig is
what is stated in the Report as regards statistical
information :—

““In the course of this enquiry we found our-
selves at some disadvantage in that adequate statis-
tiecal information was not availakle from many con-
cessionaires to enable us to make proper comparisoris
and reliable estimates. For example, important in-
formation such as numbers of passengers carried,
mileage covered, ete., was lacking in many cases.”’

There is absolutely mo suggestion anywhere in
the Report that they do not have revenue and ex
penditure accounts.

11.40 p.m.

"Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I must quite seriously
object to that statement by the hcnourable member.
He said that I suggested that I have never seen any
statistics for expenditure and revenue by these bus
Concessionaires. Apparently the honourable mem
Fer was not in here at all when I spoke on this
matter. What else did I say but what was reported
by the Committee; that is, that they were unable
to get from many of the Concessionaires any statis-
tical information. He is saying that I misquoted
what the Committee reported. I said nothing more
than what the Committee reported. In the course
of my speech I said: how ean you very well make
a recommendation if you really have statistics of ex-
penditure but none for receipts.

Mr. BARROW: I am sure that the impressior
which for the past two weeks members of the public
and of this House have, not only from the remarks
of the honourable senior member for the City but
from the Minister himself, is that those people could
not show how much money they were making.

‘What does the Commission say? They said that
in the course of the enquiry they found themselves
at some disadvantage in that adequate statistical
information was not available from many Conces:
sionaires to enable them to make proper comparisons

I will fird out as soon as

o
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aid reliable estimates. What does that represent?
That represents that interesting statistical inform-
ation as to the numbér of passengers carried, the
riumber of miles which were run during the year,
the average consumption and the percentage o
expense.
uone of the Concessionaires could show what was
their "revenue. '

I would also like to congratulate the honourable
junior member for St. John for coming to the in-
teresting conclusion that there were profits. He is
now the extra-mural Economic Adviser to the Gov-
ernment; so no wonder they find thiemseives in the
mess in which they find themselves to-day.

The paragraph of the Committee’s Report which
I just quoted ends thus: ‘‘“We recommend that con-
cessionaires should be required in their own interest
to keep full records of such details in the future.’’
I entirely agree that they should keep full records of
that in the future.

What I am saying is that if you set up a Coni-
mittee to look into an increase -in bus fares, what
do you expect from that Committee? You can onlv
get one or two things; they are that an increase
is not justified at present, or that there should be
an increase.

When Government decided to set up this Com-
mittee, its members must have been chosen for their
integrity, - knowledge of accounts and their dis
interestedness in the political arena or the bus ser-
1f the Government were acting properly, and
we must presume so0, what then activated Gov-
crnment in the choice of the members of that Com-
mittee. Can Government now talk of increasing
fares over somebody’s dead body? To use a local
expression, however the corn is selling, whether you
take it out of taxation or you take it directly from
the actual consumer who is the man who enjoys the
serviee, there will be an increase in the cost of living
and it must be so. Therefore, it is only a matter of
political slight to suggest that there will be no in-
crease in the cost of living when you deprive the
revenue of the island of $60,000 a year to prevent bus
fares being increased over one’s dead body. And,
because in the final analysis whichever decision you
make eventually there will be an increase in the cost
of fiving whether it be that the travelling public
pays increased fares or the bus Concessionaires en-
joy- complete tax relief concession of petrol like the
Roberts Manufacturing Company, the sugar facto-
ries in Barbados, the Barbades Knitting Mills, Messrs
Cable: & Wireless, Liimited; or the Barbados Ice Fac-
tories including that of my colleague. :

Why doesn’t the 'Minister of Communiecations tei.
the public that? Why is it that Messrs Cable and
Wireless, Timited, one of the greatest monopolies'in
communieations in the world, not only in Barbados,
does not pay-one cént taxation and get all’ their equip-
nment in'tax free and on ton 'of that, pay the Barbadian
worker'lower wages than:the Huropean workers and
the Minister of Commniunieations condones that.

I would like to ask:-have any terms been made to
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph or the
honourable senior membper for St. Miehael by the bus

drivews and the hus conductors in their perilous job of

hronging on to buses while they are doing their work,
ip that, there will be a platform set on their wages?
Does that mean a further increase not in the mythical
cost as expressed:by the member on my right, but in
the real cost of operating the bus service, a cost which
will now fall on the shoulders of the over-kurdened
taxpayers? @} i S ! !

<« The honourable senior member for St. Liucy is
the most surprising person in matters of this kind.
How by any stretch of the imagination does he con-

There is no suggestion in the Report that |:

sider tihis an occasion of congratulation on the intro-
duction of the policy of nationalisation on the part of

‘the Government? How can you hate natidnalisation
. when, the Resolution itself is‘misléading in that it shys

that this is for the temporary taking over of ‘certain
bus routes, when ‘in truth and in fact they have ai-

' ready agreed to take them over? How can he call it

nationalisation when you are only nationalising 60
pereent of the industry. ' : :
I would like to say that [ see no mention of the

 Government ever contemplating to take over the Bar-

bados Gas Company or the Barbados Transport Ser

‘viee in the Five Year Plan.

11.50 p.m. -

T should like to see it anywhere in the pro-
gramme of the Labour Party .with which they went
to the-electors. It is said that.they approved gen-
eral nationalisation.. I should like. them to name &
single country in the whole world that has nation-
alised part of an industry and left the rest of it in
the hands of private enterprise. Name one coun-
try in the world and I would sit down. How can it
be nationalised when you are saying that you are
hoping that somebody would come along and tak:
over the buses. '

The Government have found themselves perched
on the two horng of a dilemma. They started playing
polities; they relied on ‘the alleged business acu
men of the hon. senior member for the City without
giving enough eredit to his political perspicacity.
Having given a promise they now find themselves in
the invidious position of having to justify the un-
justifiable; instead of having the heart to come right
out and say : we already own these buses, all the spare
parts and everything else. o ,

What about goodwill?: They have got to pay for
that too; in two weeks time we will have to give a
down payment. They have given all assurances to
these eight Concessionairs and yet they cannot tell
what the revenue is going to be. How can they, in a
case like that, he said to be acting in the interest of
the island?. N :

We on this side of the table atre strongly in
favour of nationalisation of essential services. We
are ‘ot ih favour of monbpolies) and we are not in
favour of Government taking the taxpayers’ money
to buttress people who are now on the verge' of
going into liquidation as was the case with the Gas
Company.

The hon. senior member for the City has touched
partially on this point: that the bus owners have
not been setting aside that portion of their depreci-
ation charges which would have epabled them at this
stage and now that their rolling stock is outmoded, to
maintain: ai efficient standard- of: service; @mnd. ititis
rather ridiculous for the Government to suggest that
they shoild spend.:$270/000 to rehabilitate this ind
dustry at a time like this when the bank rate has
gone .wp anrd money id hardito borrow. - 1l
'+ Now; Mr. Chairman, T am sorry for the digres-
dion: What Tam, sa¥ing is this :: they' are going:th allow
them’ $60,000 & veéar in-order to spend'$270000. That:
is higher arithmetic which I cannot appreciate. Tn: in-
ducing them to spend $270,000 per year with depre-
¢iation charges at 20% per annum, it means that with-
in 20 years you will have to spend the:same sum again

Mr. Chairman, T am just trying to illustrate to
you how inegmpetent the handling of this situation
hae been. The whole difficulty which ¢onfronts this
community today is that at no:time were the interests
of the public taken'into censideration as much as the
political -interests of :the, Ministers and the individual
private promises which had been made. - . - -

So serious is the situation that various Ministers
in the past week (although Government has made the
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there will be a man at top looking through the hole
in the roof. I hope that they will make a frank and
full disclosure and take the people of Barbados into
their confidence. It is not what the editorial of the
Aduvocate says or what the hon. junior member for
§t. John reads in his own editorial columns, but what
the man in the street feels about it.

Mr. LEWIS: Before you put the question Mr.
Chairman, I am appealing to the Hon. Minister of
Communications to let me know whether he has re-
vised his opinion as to the use of the revenue which
will bé eoming in. ' If he is working along the lines
of a Government Department, we have just altered
the method of dealing with the money to be kept at
the Treasury.

I would suggest that the House be dd;;oulned
until Thursday or Friday and let this amount be
increased ; I think we should give him money to run
these buses for a sufficiently long time and the meney
which is realised should be paid into the Treasury
of this colony or into the Bank. The amount ot
nmoney which you give a conductor every morning
whether it is ten dollars or eighteen doliars, he could
d¥ranke to have that out of the revenue which is paid
into the Treasury of this colony of into the Bank.
If you find that yow are running the bus service or
that part of the service which concerns eight conces-
sions you have time enough t6 set up a corporation;
vou can get men and women to assist you in the run-
ning of this concern.

You are leaving’y yourself open to great eriticism
and you will probdhly leave yourself open to easy rob-
bery and all kinds of things, if you say for instanc.,
that you had $25 and you spent $10 or $15 out of 1.
If you have a Corporation it does not matter what
they pay; and then they should have a method ot
having their revenue separated. That is an excellen.
thing when you have a Cor POT ation or some corporate
body for the purpose of running your transport sys-
tem that can sue and be sued; and you have a system
of audit although a Government Department in this
colony is not allowed to use the revenue coming into
the Department. You have a Transport’ system now—

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: We are well aware of the
position in a matter of this sort. The whole ques-
fion of finance is, of necesuty still being investigated.
We do not know what is going to happen with. these
bus companies. I quite agree with the pomts which
the hon, member is maklng, but we have had to come
down with this provision and T am sure hon. mem-
ters will appreciate the position. Somebody may
fall in when we did not expect him to fall in; all of
these things we have to consider.

. Mr. LEWIS: What the Governmert is paying
for the buses is a differcnt matter altogether. This
is o\penditure

Hon, G H. ADAMS We may not have to spond
a half penny of this money at all.

Mr. LEWIS: If you came tommhf for $300,000
or for $3 million you may not spend one cent of it;
but as sure as night follows day if you bave to use
it this $30,000 w111 put you ““in the soup””. Tt will
land you in that bad method from whleh vou may
never recover at all.

Hon. M, E. COX: I can see, the eourse of tho
hon. member’s argument; and T will tell him that T
will take up the matter in Executive Comnntt e on
Thursday.

Mr. LEWIS: T have been hearing abourt a lonor
adjournment and T know_ that His Honour: the
Speaker can call a special meeting. However, T feel
that we are stepping oft on the wrong foot. - You have
come here and asked for a token amount of a dollar

to build a sechool for $14 million; that is O.K. 1 am
glad to hear that they are taking up the matter seri-
ously

" Mr. ALLDER: ThlS matter has reached a staga
- where we are about to take a vote on this Resoluticn
jand I think I should make my position clear on this
jissue. I am inclined to vote for the Resolution but
if I do so, it is not because I feel that the Govern-
ment has approached the matter in a reasonable
| manner. '

5 I did not think that the matter was of this seri-
' ous magnitude until I listened to some of the speeches
 tonight ; and they make me more apprehensive of the
| whole affair. 1 feel that the putlic should be pre-
pared for a matter of this magnitude. No one seri-
ously thought that the Government intended to take
over the buses of these eight Concessionaires at all.
Up to now as a respounsible member of this Chamber

have been made here tonight, that the matter is made
more confusing when, in one statement the Hou.
Premier said that the megotiations have been closed
and the Minister of Communications said in another
voice that the doors are still open.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I want to
explain that again. 1 have said already (and it is
the Government’s intention) that at the last moment
if a Coneessionaire wants to come in to renmew his
coneession, we would accept him.

Mr. ALLDER: 1 feel Government should have
been very deeply impressed by the speech which 1
felt came from the heart of the honourable junior
member for St. Andrew. He was not here last Tues-
day night when I made similar appeals to the Gov-
ernment. 1 said then not to make it impossible for
you to veach a successful conclusion with the Con-
cessionaires. I appealed to the Hon. Minister of
Communications then, and even at this stage T am
still hoping, that we "would not have to spend this

$30,000.

The reason why I may vote for this Resolution
is because I do not want the Government to feel
that now they are cornered in the issue, we are refus-
ing to give them the vote to carry on. However, cer
tainly I am dissati_sﬁed with all the transactions
carried out by the Minister of Communications. Tt
prevents one from doing justice to the electorate who
has sent one here.

Sir, I feel very deeply in this matter. T regret
I bave no other alternative but to vote for the passmg-
of this Resolution. When T vote for its passing T
am no wiser over the matter; and it is because it is
unlike the Transport Servme in England where the
Minister of Transport causes the public to become
aware of his intention long before something hap-
pens: You taust prepare your publie for ‘your
intentions before ¥ou throw something suddenly on
its" shoulders; and as'a responsible member of’ this
Chamber, T can sav that T was not aware that you
were gomn so far..

a drofﬁ of the amount Whlch we will have to spend
on’ this isste; a"d T°"am' appealing to the Hon.
Premier: (not the Hon. Minister 'of ‘Communications)
who I feel should be more responsible, to’ see that
if" it takes ‘five 'days‘or five Yedts 'tﬂ’hefrotlh‘te WJth
the' present Concesdibnaires to contmue to do 505 " do
not close your doors, ° ot e g L

- Siry'T am going to vote 'for the! passing of "this
Resolutwn becausé: T' feelout Gf a'sense pf résponsi-
bility T'shonld not'do anytaing to:'tie fhe’ hands ‘of
Government, but T 'hope ‘they: will reciprocate the
feelings which T have expressed

I have had the feeling, with the disclosures which °

12.40 a.m. *~

It does appdar to mie that this $30 000 is’ only l

L

l
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The question that the Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative, the Com-
mittes dividing as follows:—

Ayes: Mr. Speaker, Hon. G. H. Apams, Hon.
Dr. H. G. H. Cumwmins, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E.
Tarma, Hon. R. G. Mapp, Mrs. BourNE, Mr. HOLDER,
Mr. Bryan, Mr. Brancker, Mr. J. C. MorrLEY, Mr.
VaveHAN, Mr. ALLDER and Mr. LEwis—14.

Noes: Mr. Tupor, Mr. HavNes and Mr. Gob-
DARD—3.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, as
was intimated earlier.today, we had hoped we would
have concluded the business we had to do in order
to adjourn for a short holiday but that has not been
the case, and as it is a late hour now, I am asking
honourable members to come back on Thursday and
finish this work this week. I beiieve members of the
Opposition would agree with that.

I beg to move that you do now report the passing
of four Resolutions in Committee and the postpone.
ment of five.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to.

Mr. Chairman reported to Mr. Speaker, who re-
sumed the Chair and veported accordingly.

On separate motwons of Hon. Dr. Cummins,
seconded by Hon. M. E. Cox in each case, the four

" Resolutions were read a first and second time and

agreed to.
12.50 a.m.

PAROCHIAL EMPLOYERS PENSIONS (COST
OF LIVING ALLOWANCE) BILL, 1955

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, under Private
Members business I am asking leave that Order No.
27 be taken now as Order No. 1.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is
asking leave to take Order No. 27 as Order No. 1 and
unless there is any objection leave will be granted.

There being no objection leave was granted the
honourable member.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I am sorry
that I did not have an opportunity of moving the
passing of this Bill before; this Bill has held up the
payment to parochial pensionmers since last March.
In this Bill all the parishes are not covered. For the
last two years the Vestry of St. Michael did not pay
cost of living allowances to tneir pensioners. The
other Vestries continued to pay this cost of living
allowance to parochial pensioners for those years,
and they then discovered that the Bill had not bees.
passed and they are now seeking permission in
“his’ Bill to make the payment retrospective from
then until the new Maude Bill comes into forece. In
the mean time when the House gets into Committee
we will have to make an amendment to Clause 3.
1 beg to move that this Bill be r2ad a second time.

Mr. LEWIS: 1 bcg te seeend that.

The question that this Bill be read a second time
was put and resolved 1in the aoffirmative withowt
division.

- Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, T beg to move
that you do not leave the Chair and this House go
into Committee on this Bill.

Mr. ALLDER: T beg to second that.

The question that this House go nte Commgttes
on this Bill was put amd resolved in the affirmative
without division,

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that the honourable junior mewmber for St. John be
appointed to act as Chairman of Committees for the
time being,

Mr. TUDOR: 1 beg to seccend that.

The guesiion that the honourable junior member
jor 8t. John be appointed to act as Chairman for the

time being was put and resolved im the ffirmative
without division.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
went into Committee Mr. Vaughan being in the Chair.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I beg to
move that the Preamble be postponed.

Mr. LEWIS: I beg to second that.

The question that the Preamble be postponed was
put and resolved in the affimative without division.

Clauses 1 and 2 were called and passed.

Clause 3 was called.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, the present
Bill states ‘‘an allowanee at the rate of 209 in
respect of the first £100 of pension or any part
thereof ; at the rate of 714% in respect of the second
£100 of pension or any part thereof;”’ I beg to move
that 809 be inserted instead of 209% and 50% ‘be
inserted instead of 714%. That is correct; the Bill
was printed incorrectly. The amended section
should now read ‘‘an allowance of 80% in respect
of the first £100 of pension or any part thereof; at
the rate of 509% in respect of the second £100 of pen-
sion or any part thereof; and at the rate of 5% in
respect of the third £100 of pension or any part
thereof;”’

I beg to move that Clause 3 as amended stand
part. ,
Mr. LEWIS: 1T beg to second that.

The question that Clausa 3 as amended stand
part was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

Clause 4 was called. It reads as follows :—

‘‘No pensioner shall receive an allowance under
this Aet greater than the sum of £32. 10s. per annum.’”

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Cheirman, in Clause 2
the maximum allowance payable under this Act is
£32. 10s. I beg to move that £32. 10s. be amended
to read £35 instead. I beg to move that Clause 4 as
amended stand part.

Mr. LEWIS: T beg to second that.

The question that Clause 4 as amended stand
part was put and resolved in the affirmdiive without
division.

Clause 5 was called and passed.

Clause 6 was called. It reads as follows:—

‘“Nothing in this Aect declared or expressed
shall affect the rights of Her Majesty her heirs and
suecessors or any person except such as are mentioned
in this Aet and those claiming by from or wunder
them.”’

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, an amendment
to this Clause should be made. In printing the
words ‘‘all bodies politic and corporate and all
others’” should be inserted after the word successors
in line two. I beg to move that Clause 6 as amended
stand part.

Mr. LEWIS: T beg to second that.

The question that Clause 6 as amended stand
part was put and resolved in the affirmative with-
out division.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move
that the Preamble stand part.

Mr. LEWIS: Now, Mr. Chairman, before I
second that motion I have to make one or two obser-
vations. If you alter the conditions of a Bill you
have to alter the Preamble to suit. If a preamble
is brought in here asking you for one thing, and
vou have changed something in the Bill, you had
better see if it is right or wrong in the Preamble too
although the alterations in the Preamble on this ocea-
sion do not seem to be many. However, I second the
motion with the understanding tnat the consequential
amendments be made to stand part.

The question that the Preamble stand part of
the Bill was put and resolved in ‘the affirmative
without division.




1416

HOUSE

On motion of Mr. GODDARD seconded by Mr.
LEWIS, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the passing of
the Bill in Commatiee.

Mr. SPEAKER resumed and reported accord-
mgly.

On separate motions of Mr. GODDARD second-
ed by Mr. LEWIS in each case the Bill was riad o
third time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS': Mr. Speaker,
earlier today there was an intimation that we are
going to have a few weeks adjournment, and con-
sequently there were certain money Resolutions which
we had hoped tc get through today. We are there-
fore asking honourable members if they are willing
to come back to this House on Thursday next so that
we may still be able to have that long adjournment
[ beg to move that this House do now adjourn until
Thursday next at 2 o’clock p.m.

1.00 a.m.
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

POST OF CLERK OF THE HOUSE

Mr. LEWIS': I really intended to take the op-
portunity on the motion for the adjournment of the
House to ask whether honourable members can be
enlightened as to what happened with so simple a
matter as that of the advertisement appearing in the
Press relative to the filling of the vacant post exist-
ng among the Officers of this House. There have
been no fewer than two advertisements appearing in
the newspaper, both of which T understand were
wrong.

T was not here when the particular debate took
place, but I think the recommendations of the Com-
mittee were accepted by the House with an amend-
ment; but not an amendment which affected the
salary attached to the post; and still the advertise-
ment did not seem to carry the recommendation of
the Committee right. Amn amended Notice has only
appeared this morning, but that is not good enough.
A Notice like that will have to be paid for; the
House may not have any money to pay for it, but I
do not think that we should let a Notice of that sort
appear in' the newspaper as a Government Notice.

In the very constitution of this colonv,
the Servants of the House have been divorced from
the Government Servants; and I do not see whv that
. Notice should have appeared as a Government Notiece.
There are two mistakes which have oceurred in the
Report of the Select Committee : the Report was not
signed, but it has got me down as being present;

whereas it should have been put down that I came
in after the decision was made. And at the end of
the Report it was put down that the Minister in
charge would be dealing with it. What Minister
would deal with that? There is no such thing as a
Minister in charge of the staff of the House. When
an occasion like that takes place let us not feel that
we have any leg up by Ministers meddling in things
of this sort.

Mr. SPEAKER: I should like to let the honour-
able member know that in the daily newspaper the
salary scale appeared wrongly in the first issue, but
a correction was made.

Mr. LEWIS: (bitting) It was corrected wrong-
ly.

Mr. SPEAKER: That might have been the fault
of the newspaper.

Mr. LEWIS: (Sitting) The correction went out
from this House.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I
am asking leave to move for the rescindment of a
former motion. If we do have this long adjourn-
ment the question of the appointment of the
Clerk will not be proceeded with. That wmeans
that whereas Mr. Thomas and Mr. Banfield
were appointed to act as Clerk and Deputy
Clerk respectively until the end of August, I think
a motion should be made that they continue to aet in
the respective offices until the 30th September. That
will give us a chance to appoint the Clerk.

There betng mo objection leave was granied the
Hon. Minister,

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that Mr. Thomas be appointed to act as Clerk until
the 30th September, 1955, and Mr. Banfield be ap-
pointed to act as Deputy Clerk until the same date.

Hon. M. B. COX: T beg to second that.

The question. was put and agreed to.

Mr. LEWIS: T think it would be in order for us
just to have some small card or cyclo-styled notice
sent to honourable members who are not now pres-
ent saving that at the meeting of the House today
the House was adjourned to meet on Thursday next.
If such a Notice is put in the mail by 10 o’clock
in the morning it will reach the homes and offices
of every honourable member, and no honourable
mnember will be able to say on Thursday that he did
not know that there was a meeting of the House on
that dav.

The question that this House do now adiourn
until Thursdey next, the 18th instant at 2 o’clock
p.m. was put and resolved in the affirmative without
dinision. and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House
aceordinagly.






