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HOUSE OF' ASSEMBLY 

Thursday, 18th August, 1955. 
Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of 

Assembly met a t  2 o'clock p.m. to-day. 

Present : 

His Honour K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker), 
Hon. C. H. ADAMS, C.M.G., &.C., B.A., (Premier), 
Hon. Dr. H .  G. CUBININS, C.B.E., M.D., C.M., 
(Min3te.r of Social Services), Hon. M .  E.  Cox, 
(Minister ~f 0 m m  t~nlications, Works & Housing ) , 
non.  R. G. M A ~ P ,  (Minister of Trade, Industry and 
Labour). Mr. F. E .  MILGER. Mr. E .  ST. A. HOLDER 
Mr. v.'B. VAIJQHAN, Hon. 'C. E. 'TALMA, (Minister 
,of AgricuLture, Lands and Pisderdes), Mrs. E. E .  
BOURNE,, Mr. E. W. BARROW, B.Sc., Mr. J. C. TUDOR, 
M.A. 

Prayers were r e d .  
Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 

tthla H , m e  that the Minutes of the l a t  meet- are 
not yet ready for circulation. 

LEAVE FOR DEPUTY CLERK 
Mr. SPEAKER: I have the hanour to inform 

Ithle m u s e  that I have received the follofwing from 
ithe Acting Dqputy' Clerlr :- 

Brighton, 
Black Rock, 

18th August, 1955. 

His Honour, 
K. N. R,. Husbands, 

Speaker of the House of Assembly. 
Sir,--I regret that I a m  still indisposed and 

iherefore unable to attend to-day's meeting of the 
House of Assembly to perform my duties as Acting 
Deputy Clerk, I therefore aslz for leave of absence 
for to-day and may state that Mr. R. C. Chapman, 
Solicitor, has kindly consented to act for me sub.ject 
to  the approval of the Honourable House. 

The qtheb-tion was put lrrnd resolved i n  the affirm- 
~ c t  ive without division. 

Hon. Dr. CUi\TMINS: I beg to  move that  Mr. 
'G. )V. \Chapman be appointed t o  act as Deputy 
Clerk for to-day 'S meeting. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to seoond that. 

I Tito g t~~s t ion  was p l ~ t  andresolved i the affirnh- 
ative ,withoat clhision. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 
' Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give 
notice of a Bill intituled an Act to provide for th3 
establishment of a T r a n s ~ o r t  Board concerned with 
'transport, to specify their powers and duties and 
for purposes connected therewith. 

BILL READ A FIRST TIME 
! On motion of Hon.. M.  E. COX,  yeconded bv 

Hon. C. E. llALMA, th,a Bill zmtituled and Act to pro 
vide for the establishment of a Transport Boulrd can 
cer~led with transport, was read a first time. 

BILL TO PROVIDE FOR TRANSPORT BOARD 
Hon. Dr. CUMNINS: Mr. Bpealrer, I am ask 

ing leave to move the suspension of Rule 89 i n  order 
to proceed with this Bill throughout all its stages 
to-day. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
2.25 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Speaker, I am taking thl: 
opportunity to clarify the position. As far  as I un- 
derstand it, if the Order Paper is fixed and printed 
for a lneeting and you wish to deal with something 
else you have to suspend Rules 88 & 89. As far  as 
L can see, you are clealiilg wit11 this BiU to-day. 
?-he moment that you have suspended Rule 89 the 
House has given permission for the Bill to  be dealt 
with the same day; and this Bill which has just been 
read a first time is obviously a Bill to take llloney 
out of the Treaskry, 

Mr. SPE'AKER: Yes that is right. Tt takes 
money, if not directry, indirectly out of the Treasury. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, according t o  
the Rules of the House Orders must be taken in 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant. 

..-.- 

accordance xvith their sequence on the Order Paper 
If you deviate from that you have to more the sus 
pension of both Rhles 88 & 89. 

D. A. BANFIELD. 

Hon. Dr. CU&IIMINS : I beg to move that leave 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The hon. member is asking 
leave to suspend Rules 88 & 89 and unless there is 
any objection leave will be granted. 

'Se granted to the Acting Depnty Clerk for ta-day. There heinn no olbjection lea-ve uras grallfcd the 
Hon. M. E. COX : I beg to second that. %on. member. 
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Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CURlMINs: Mr Speaker, we 
propose to deal nmith this Bill intitnled a n b e t  to pro- 
vide for the of a Trallsport Board coil. 

I cerlzed with transport, to specify their powers and 
1 duties allcl for purposes connected therewith, as the 
! iIrst Order of the Day. 
8 
I Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, in nioving the 
1 
i second reading of this Bill, I should like say that 

i i t  is drafted alollg similar lines to that of the Natural 

1 
Gas Corporation Act, 1950. 'l1 Tuesday last 
we discussed the of providiiig funds for the 
~ ; ~ v e ~ n m e n t  to carry oil the transport facilities oi 
this island from the 25th August collsequent upon 
the dec.isiol1 of those of those bus owners who 
decided to give 111, their collcessions, 1 kllem 

1 that this Bill \,*as already drafted alld that it was 
1 ollly a ( l ~ e ~ i o n  of pt t i l lg  i t  before the Legislature; 
d it was felt by illany that i t  ~vould be in- 

lroducetl only after SOII~P hono~zrable illembers ex- 
pressed the view that it nrould be better if a 

t poration 11 as established. 

1 Tvhile it is true that the O h y i ~ c t ~  aiid Reason? 
state that "after negotiatiolls Jvith the persons or 
bodies who oPPmted eollcessi~i~s for the carriage of 
passengers by motor oinnibuses several of the toll- 

cessionaires !yere to accept new concessioiis~, 
Government has therefore to make provisions, peiid 
ing new concessiolls being granted. to carry on a 
passenger transport service. 1 

i 2. I t  is intended by this legislatioll to set u p  a 
9 Board having corporate status for  the purpose of 
l operating a passewer road trallsport service on those 
4 routes xhich have not been absorbed ill new conces 

sioils. ' ' - 
The next paragraph points out that i t  is drafted 

along the lines of the Natural Gas Cdrporation Act 
and reads as follo~ys :- 

l 

"This 1,egislation follo~vs generally the Natural 
i 
1 Gas Corporation Act, 1950. " 
i I t  is one of those forlllal Bills with which this 

l House is accustollled to deal. Hon. members al-0 
aware of the negotiatiolls decisiolls between the 
Government and the owners of the inotor omnibuses 
who have decided not to continue operating after tlzc: 
24th August. 

1 
I do riot think i t  is iieeessary to go over 

i all aspects of these negotiations. Although the 
Objects and Reasons in the first paragraph state that 

i that it was not necessary "to make provisioii, pending 

1 new concessions being granted, to carry on a pas- 

l 
senger transport service" I should like at  this stape 
to make i t  clear that eve11 if at  the latest momenr 

i any of these 07.vIlerS express their willingness 
to continue their collcessioll~ or any new person 

! should come forward with all applicatioll for one or 
3 

more collcessiolls, the Government will favourably 
colisider wch application. 

l , 
I sh0~11d like to say a t  this stage that a t  least 

L 
t 

from the point of viev of first hailcl illformation as 
to the running of this service, i t  is GovernmentYs 

! .intention to run at  least one of the collcessions witll 
those few remarlrq 1 beg to move that tllis  ill be i now read a second time. 

E 2.35 p.111. 
Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to seconcl that. 

1 LE'v1S: Speal~er, as I myself said 110t 
days a@', is really the Proper method ill 

i which the should lllldertalce the business 
1 in halld. The proper method is to set up some tor 
i Forate body Or department for the put.- 1 
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pose of running the trallsport system of the island. 
1 am unable however, to congratulate the Govern- 
ment 011 the method by which they have dealt with 
the bringillg of a Bill of this nature. 

I see nothing that ~vould have been detrimental 
to the bringing in  of this Bill to run  this service if 
the Minister of Comilzunications had said on Tuesday 
night that there was a Bill of this nature in the pro 
oess of being drafted, and that i t  would be put beford 
the Legislature a t  an early date. Surely, sir, secrec;. 
ill a matter of this sort is ullbecomiiig to the Govern 
ment. I t  is not playing fair with the Legislature 

The Governinent came and asked for money to 
run the bus service for  twro weeks. They said tliat 
they intended to use the revenue after that; 
they knew that that would be illegal; and instead 
of saying thell that they had a Bill of this nature t o  
bring forward, they gave the impression that they 
wanted to meet to-&y to get through a few impor- 
tant Resolutions, and that there would be a long 
adjournment after that. That is what the Leadx  
of the Igouse said; but the Minister of Cominuiiica 
tioiis never said then that this Bill was in the pro- 
cess of being drafted. 1 regard that as  reprehensible 
behaviour by a respollsible Government. 

On the last occasion we discussed the Transport 
situation, I drew i t  to the attention of the Govern- 
ment as mildly as I colrld that you cannot a,pprropri- 
ate the revenue of the c0101ly to your own use. Bring 
iiig forward this Bill today without having said any- 
thing about i t  last Tuesday, gives the impression 
that the Government would have waited until lab- 
on Tuesday night when a few members were here to 
errange to have this llleeting to-day or to-morrow 
alld quietly pass this ~ ~ 1 1 .  T~~ eanllot 
say that any hon. meiizber would be wrong if he got 
that impression. 

It would have been a source of satisfaction to  
some hon. members to have learnt that the Law Offic- 
ers were already drafting this Bill, knowing that 
there was an emergency and the Government had 
to make shift. That is different from saying thst  
we should meet to-day and then have a lollg adjourn- 
ment, knowing that th'is Bill was still in the proces4 
of being dmfted. The Government asked us to post- 
pone a Resolution and come back to-day and do it:  
as I see i t  they might have been able to-day to with- 
draw that Resolutioiz and bring in another Resolution 
or a Bill along with it. 

It is not that the Government is doing something. 
which is not necessary, but it is doing it 
in such a that you cannot thenl any 
congratulations at all. 

Now, sir, there are one or two features of t h k  
Bill that  need some explanation. I suppose that they 
will have to be dealt with when lye are in Committee 
I personally, however, do not see any reason for say- 
ing that a person who is a member of the !hgislature 
cannot be on this Board. The might feel 
satisfied to know that one of their representatives is 
a memher of the Board, looking after their transport 
and their finances. 

There is another clause which says something 
to which we objected in the Development Board 
Bill. You cannot appoiilt someone on a Board and 
then send him a letter giving him a nice soft kick 
off the Board like that. You are giving the impres- 
sion that you yourself are going to appoint peoplc 
about whom you have grave doubts, so that you 
res,rv, the power to kick them off a t  any little lvhinr 
of your own. What self respecting person would ;you 
get to serve 011 a Board under those circumstances? 

Some reason should be given. You should make. 
l i t  clear that they u~ill  be put off the Board if they 



are  incapacitated, or if their actions are detrimental 
t o  the interest of the Board. 

Let us say, for instance, that the, Goveriiineiit 
does intend to run  a concession or to maintain t h ~  
service; they will have to get buses. Kobody has the 
concessions after a certain date, so Government ;s 
not taking over somebody's concession; Governme111 
i s  awarding a concession to itself. Government 1s 
going to set up  a corporation to run  this transport 
service; I would like to see this corporation acquir- 
ing something other than land. 

Mr. Speaker, the acquiring of property is a 
~r inc ip le  of this Bill; the main principle is not to 
run  something which you have not got. What strikes 
clne as unnecessary in this Rill is this continual going 
back to the Executive Committee. You cannot do 
anything unless you go to the Executive. You keep 
a n  hearing that the Executive is over-worked, yet 
your Development Board, the Housing Board and 
now the Transport Board can do nothing unless they 
go to the Executive. T think the Executive Com- 
mittee, now that there is a responsible Government, 
wants to have pomaer to act anci then to have their 
actions investigated afterwards. 

You cannot run  any business properly if every 
little thing which you have to do, you have to gs 
and ask a body to meet and decide whether you 
should do i t  or not. I t  seems to me that these pomers 
which they give you are hamstrung. Everything 
that comes in here 1s so worded that nothing can be 
done without the Executive. 

If you look through the whole of the Local Gov- 
cvnment Act, you will see that nothing can be done 
ullless you consult the Executive Committee. I think 
the people who are in the Executive Committee should 
have a whol- time job; the Ministers themseives 
would have to be ontside of the Government. T 
say, pick the people and let them do the job ~ O I I  

pick them to do; pick the people in whom you have 
confidence. 

I t  seems to me as if this Transport Board is 
-,;mething in wllich certain decisions have to be taken. 
Ton are employing people and doing this, that and 
11:e other and everything that you do you must do 
in consultation with the Executive Committee. I 
have noticed that is happening too often and I am 
~ a y i i ~ g ,  that if you are afraid of Boards, have none 
of them. You are going back to using them, but you 
are hamstringing them because everything they want 
they must come to the Executive Committee. Do 
not do that. [A VOICE : That does not apear in the 
Bill.] I have read i t  in the Act, and as we go 
through the Clauses, I intend to point i t  out. How- 
ever, with regard to the other things mhich I wish 
to  touch u p n ,  I will do so when this Rouse goes into 
Committee ou the BI11. 

F. E .  MILLiERj: Mr. Speaker, in support- 
Sng the Bill I think that i t  is the first time that 
T find i t  a tremendous reprieve from the triangular 
battle we have been having during the past three 
~ ~ l e e l ~ s  betw4een the Governn~ent and the bus Con- 
cessionaires. It is an  indication of the socialist faith 
i n  the unity of streng.th, becanse when everything 
else had failed the only hope was a corporation. 

This is the thing which should have been sug- 
gested from the first. What is fortunate and realistic 
i n  this Bill, is that i t  is the only means under which 
the country's transport can Ijc: directed properly. It  
probablv gives a fuller meaning to  what John Wesley 

-,said and meant: "In Christ Himself is the ovlj 

source on which you find a ready help in the moment 
of need." 

occasions like tlGs give us the opportunity to 
realise the importance of the il~oinent a d  the crisis. 
The Minister himself by action has not only given 
silent consent, but is showing us also where he is 
\~*illing to return to the shrine and altar of the social- 
ist theory of nationalisation and is asking us to come 
iand worship in conlnlon there with all people of a 
socialist theory. 

You cannot think of serving a section of the 
ccnlin~~nity n i th  soinething that is necessary and 
then restrict the other section because i t  cannot pay 
<..)lnnieasurately for that service, and then ask pri- 
vhte Concessionaires to take care of those unprofit- 
:.lile routes. If the atmosphere tve breathe could be 
bottled, thousands alive today would be dead; and 
that  applies also to water. 

Like the water service, so is the bus service. 
Ib inay not be profitable; 'but the philosophy of Gov- 
rc~ninent o~vvershlp is not that Governnient should 
search for things and utilities which are profitable 
t e  bring in money to its coffers; public ownership 
of something is a question of what i t  means to the 
reeds of the people. 

There has been a lot of discussion on the elimina- 
tion of slums; but I am sure when you have a 1\~e11- 
rclglllated and efficient bus service the people who 
now lire in slums in the City will move to the snbtlrbs. 
!This is one of the two occasions when th? Hon. 
3finister of Communications has blundered to suc- 
cess. But  what is disturbing in  this Bill is a relllark 
he made when he said that the whole idea of this 
corporation was to turn over the concessions in d ~ ~ e  
course to the people who applied for them. I n  other 
~vords, this is not to be a permanent corporation. 
Were i t  not for that remark I would have said 
nothing on the Bill but just sat and voted for it. 

Another thing that is utterly unfortunate about 
this matter, is that you are only controlling one 
section of it. Obviously, bp  so doing there must be 
some form of discrimination whether you want t o  
Pccept it or not. You cannot hope to ask private 
C'omessionaires to do what Government is able ,to 
do ; becanse they would be provablv nnable to do so. 
Probably, they would be unable to take care of the 
f ~ e d e r  routes. 
2.55 p.m. 

I t  has been the policy and dream of the Sooialist 
Governnient to bend the will of the people for the 
good of the community. If there is a n  occasion to do 
so now, ~ v h y  do you hesitate? You must discriininatl 
in, supplying your bus services a t  present, because in 
areas ~ l ~ h e r e  you have private Concessionaires where 
it is impossible to compare the cost of capital then 
there is no answer. The community is willing to pay 
for the services and they all agree that the Govern- 
ment should increase the transport facilities. Visual 
Education and transport mean progress. Do not 
increase the fares. \Then I say do not increase fares, 
the Minister of Communications probably would not 
s~nderstand the significance of what I am saying. 
You cannot get a living out of life uilless you have 
a knowledge of commerce; otherwise you are bound 
t o  be relegated to the bondage of human slavery. 
However, there is a way of answering this. [A 
VOICE : All right. Hack to the Bill now.] 

Now. to get back to the Bill. This is not an 
occaqion for rambling, but it is a tremendous occa- 
sion; and I am not convinced, I am not even sixre 
that the Minister of Communications is aware av, to 
shether  martyrs die or not. Noble spirits suffer: 
but martyrs never die; they continue to live on and 
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Other Place from being a menzber of this particular 
Board ? 

l would like to know from the Hon. Minister the 
reasons why you are trying to inuzzle the inembers 
on this particular Board. It illay 'be a commercial 
concern, but you hat  e illembers of the Legislature 
who know about comalerce. It 2; true that i t  is not 
everybody who knows about it, but you may go out- 
side and get sonw people to be members 1i7h0 do not 
know anything about ~ t .  If yuu have a memb.er of 
this Chanlber or of the Other Place who knows any- 
thing a3out running this affair, I feel that such a 
person shoulci be a lnelnber of that Board. 

approach, it would not be in the best ~nterests of the 
people nor would it be too happy an  arrangement. 

Up to this morning a man said to me: "Smith, 
9 have no faith in anything that the Government 
goes to do. As soon as the Governnzent begin to ruil 
these buses the fares will go up." That man may 
be the very mail that the Government's eye may 
catch to  appoint to a seat on that Board; and he 
will be going in there with the strong belief that we 
are not going to succeed. I will disclose his nalvz 
if you ever appoint this particular nian to that Board 
Then, and not till then, will I do so. 

Yon will have to be more careful: and I forc- 
3.25 p.m. 

I understand that there was some argument 
about Mr. Graham Gittens; but I am nothillg to do 
with Mr. Gra<hanl Gittens. If a inember of this 
House cannot Ice paid on this Board you should do 
something to make i t  possible that he can be. Do not 
keep him out on the grounds that he cannot d r a ~  
money while being a member of this Board. If yo" 
do not want him to draw money a P~~~~~~~~~ 
Board do not put him there. 

It is not fair to members of the Legislature on 
the whole that they should be kept from being men1 
bers of this particular Board. I feel that membels 
of this House, and members of the 
ernment should have a seat on this Board for several 
reasons. I n  this particular case, for instance yon 
are now more or less exparimellting with compara- 
tively new ideas; and you may perchance appoint 
people who may run i t  in such an unaetisfactory 

see that you are going to hide the wrong side of the 
picture if you do not keep members of the Legisla- 
ture as illembers of that Board LA VOICE: You are 
talking foolishness!] 

M, speaker, I it is my privilege to stand 
on my feet and even if I talk foolishness. 

Now, sir, I am only warning the Government to 
be careful with these valuation_s; I am referring to 
the valnations of the buses etcetera which the Gov- 
lepnment intends to take over. As far as these valu. 
ations are concerned, the members o f  this Board will 
be in a to know something about i t .  1 
thillk I will have to say as the economist in this 
H~~~~ said last ~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ ;  be stated his price. 09 
course, i t  come nowhere near there, because he 
went to a school xvhere the children cannot even 

The Concessionaires of these buses will be suy- 
prised to see that they do not have mything of real 

I \tray that the island will not hold you blalneless. 
I am not asking for a job for myself. Here vou 

are going to set up  a Board for the first time; dme 
you are u p  against opposition. I n  setting i t  up yoil 
should keep even one member from among your 
party on it. That member would act as a sort of 
Katehrnan who would be able to stop things frcra 
going wrong if they did a t  anytiilie. 

I cannot conceive for one moment of your setting 
up such a board without this provision. If you arc. 
going to tell me that npp,aillt a member 
of the Legislature o n  the grounds that he mould 
have to be paid and he eanllot dralv mowy llllder 
circumstances, I cannot agree with that. If i t  is ; 
fact that he callnot draw money while being a men,- 

of this Board you should so amend it now that 
under Regulations i t  would then be possible that 
members of both Houses of the Legislature could be 
appointed as members of this Board and be able to 

money. 1 eollc]ude that you are doing yourself 
no good in keeping members of the Legislature frolo 
membership of this Board. 

If you have everything carried out 
you and I you 

nlaking a grave mistake in doing 
li-nows the working of i t ;  and you cannot alvays rely 
On because sometimes the experts have 
rely on somebody else. 

1 feel that you should have a member the 
Legislature a s  a watch dog at  least for one year. 
can you know what is happening if you are shut t~ng 
the door 011 the Inan who should be at  the head of the 
Board. 1 do not see the advisability of it. There mav 
be more thalz one reason which the Government has; 
but it might be well if the Minister of Communioa- 
tions would explain why he would not put  members 
of the Legislature on it. 

I am of the opinion that you should have mem- 
bers of the Board whom the public can approach. Tf 
you go and put a certain type of person on the Board 
whom the conductor or driver would not be able to 

value on the road. However tkey will feel now that 
the oldest of buses is worth million; but to 
go into all of them and to deduct the necessary de- 
preciation costs, I know that they will be worth very 
little if they value them in their way. If Govern- 
ment do not do that, only millionaires will be able 

buy them' 
I disapprpve of the idea of not permitting mem- 

bers of the laegislature to  sit on this Board. Why can- 
not they 7 I t  does not pay you to be a, legislator if 
YOU are goillg to be out of irnpoltant 
like this. I sincerely hope that Government will 
think of i t  more seriously and bring down legislatioll 
cancelling the provisions of subclause 3 and Clauss 
5 of this Bill to malie i t  possible for members of 
the Legislatore to be eligible for membership of this 
Board. 
3.35 PJn. 

TUDOR: Mr. speaker, I first like to 
associate myself with the mild protest made by the 
honourable junior mei~ber  for the City with respect 
to the inanner in which this iultitter was handled by 
the Governlnent. Ollc of the r2asons why I did not 
give my support to the Resolution that was discussed 
last Tnesclay, was that 1 klle~~r that something more 
important was bound to come; and I did not then 
l ~ i ~ h  to put lllySelf ill the positiOll of having commit- 
ted ~nyself on matters of principle without the addi- 
'tiollal illforlllatioll lThich 1 felt that a %finister of the 
~OveL'lllllellt should put before the House. 

111 that connection I ~vish to say, extenuating as 
the circlmstances may be, that i t  is hard to expect 
Illelll~era of the House to be able to make contribu- 
tions to debates in a serious and inforlned manner 
if Bills are going to be put  into their hanqs less than 
24 hours before they have to discuss them. 

Even if a member was not prepared to criticise 
the Government on that on tliis particular occasion, 
he ~3~onld be strengthened and encouraged in doing 
so by the remarks made by The Minister who is hand- 

* ling this Bill who said, if my memory serves me, that  
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the Bill was already drafted when the House was 
discussing the Resolution on Tuesday. 

I do not think that i t  would have required any 
great courtesy on the part of the Minister to have 
informed the H o ~ ~ s e  that a Bill of thls nature was in 
preparation ancl that i t  would be brought to the House 
very soon. I t  mould have done no harm even to have 
given the House some small outline of what was 
proposed in  the Bill. 1 therefore believe, (and I shall 
continue to believe i t  unless I am convinced to the 
contrary) that when the Governnlent asked for the 
adjournnieiit of the, IIouse uniil today, they knew 
very well that it was themselveD who wanted i t  for 
reasons best known to themselveh, although they did 
not say so. 

We all went awdy feeling l l ~ a t  we mere coming 
today just to clear the Order Paper for  an adjourn- 
ment, aiid ui th nothing more important in  view, 
But  all the time the Government knew that this Bill 
was coining. They knew that i t  was a very coiitro- 
versial one. They knew all that when the honourable 
junior member for the City insisted, aiid you, Sir, 
agreed that the notice of toda2-'S ineetiiig should be 
sent to individual members so that there would be no 
misunderstanding that our presence would be re- 
quired here today. 

Now, sir, Dr. Johiison used to :ay that schemes 
of political improvement are vcry laughable things. 
I suppose that if he were alive today he would find 
much to tickle his sense of humour, and much that 
is amusing and even ludicrous in certain aspects ol 
the matter here before us. While I an1 on this point, 
I would like to protest once more against the s lopp~  
and slap dash methods which prevail in this House, 
and which are used by Minister., m introducing Bills. 
The Minister of Communications in moving the second 
reading of this Bill spoke for about four or five mill 
utes. I am sure that on an important matter like 
this, he has not given anyone who was listening to him 
anymore than the slightest uiiderstanding of what he 
was introducing. 

I n  fairness to him you might say that he claimed 
that most of the subject matter of the Bill was dealt 
with in  a debate previous on the Resolution with res- 
pect to the luggage vans, and again last Tuesday oil 
the Resolutioli to  provide working capital for the 
proposed Government Transport service. There is a 
ctrtain amount of justification in that claim; but 
when a Minister is introducing a Bill he has to as- 
sume that only he knows anything at  all about i t ;  
he should not even assume that his colleag~~es on the 
Xxecutive are as fully conversant with it as he is. 

He must assnme therefore that  all members of 
the Legislature which he is addressing would lilre t 
Fe informed, not only as regards matters of prin- 
ciple, but as regards matters of detail. Therefore if 
an honourable mem'b'er, whether of the Government 
or not. had not known of the issue, aiid had only 
heard the particular Minister's speech for the first 
t i m ~ ,  that speech should be suflcient to enable the 
member to contribute to the debate in a sensible 
manner. 

That is not the case i11 this House, and it is 
vertainly not the case today. Any mem'ber who 
had not had any knom-Ieage of the circumstances of 
this matt?r would not have gained from the Minis- 
ter's speech what the Government's policy is as set 
out in this Bill. Of course you can say: "Read 
the Bill and you will find out"; but if that were 
a11 the arznment it Tvauld not be necessary for tht 
Minister to introdnce the Bill a t  all or t o  make r 
second reading speech. 

T sav that the method of introducing legislatior 
i n  this House is sloppy and slap dash; and somc 
tightening up has got to be done if Ministers are tc 

lake their work seriously and to treat the I-louse to 
tlie courtesy, and give them the information as fully 
and frankly as they desire and deserve. 

Now, sir. if you examine the Objects and Reasons 
of this Bill you will notice that in the first paragraph 
the last sentence reads like this: "Government has 
therefore to make provision pending new concessions 
being granted, to carry on a passenger service." 
PIr. Speaker, nke are asked as responsible members of 
a Legislature like this to consider a Bill which even 
according to the O'bjects and Reasons which precede 
it, is not a serious attempt on the part  of the Govern- 
aien? to do anything about a matter which they 
have on their hands. They tell u s  that the Bill is 
for the taking over of the bus service pending new 
concessions being granted. It is pure and unmiti- 
gated balderdash. 

Iron cannot run a public transport service on a 
half and half method. I f  there are 13 or whatever 
1.11mber of bus Concessionaires who formerly had 
concessions, the Government must either take over 
the concessions entirely or not a t  all. The Govern- 
ment cannot take over some and leave the others to 
the uncertainty that prevails and expect to be able 
to answer their critics effectively when they say that 
the Government runs a service that is bound to be 
inefficient. 

I wonder if hidden behind the Qbjects and 
Reasons of this Bill there is a not more undefined 
intention of putting up  this screen called a Public 
Transport Board which will operate, maybe far 
several months, or for a shorter time, for us then to 
hear that i t  has been dissolved and that all the bas 
units operated by the Government have somehow 
found their way again into the hands of private 
enterprise. 
3.45 p.m. 

There are certain sections of this Bill which 
would be capable of such an  interpretation; and I 
hope the Hon. Minister mill take the opportunity 
to enlighten us on these points. I do not like th3 
idea which exists on this matter, where the Min- 
ister gave in his remarks that i t  is Government's 
intention to run at  least olle concession. Have you 
heard anything more ridiculons? If what the Hon. 
Minister says is true and Government is going to 
run one concewion, there is no need for  this Bill, 
because all they would have to do is to let out all 
the concessions but one. They might feel i t  their 
duty to hold on to one concession to play about 
and experiment with, but I feel i t  would not be 
rlecessary to put us to all this trouble and inconve 
~lience only to tell us that they are not serious in 
their legislative affairs; they are only trying to ex- 
periment. That is not good enough and this is why 
I speak as I do. I do wish to see more awareness 
on the part of the Minister. 

There is one other criticism which I want ti, 
make before I attack the principle of this Bill. Dur- 
ing all the debates which have taken place on this 
whole bus issue, some very damaging allegations 
were made, necessarily directly, but most often 
by implication against the Bus Fares Committee ap- 
pointed to investigate the claims of the Concession- 
aires. I think it would have been a good thing :' 
the Government, which appointed that Committee 
had seen fit to have defended it from some of th: 
unjust attacks made upon it. 

Without in any way going illto the merits ,:r 
demerits of the subject matter of the Committee, 1 
think under the terms of reference which i t  had been 
set up, it produced a report which was obviously 
deserving of them. It is unfair for any member 
of this House to give the impression that the Corn- 
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mittee ever said that the bus owners did n ~ t  haye 
proper records of their revenue and expenditure. 
The Committee at  no time said that ;  but it has been 
said in this EIouse quite erroneously that the Conk- 
mittee's report contained a stricture on the bus owl?- 
ers in that they had no books, that their profit an,l 
loss accounts were inost inaccurate and it was d i3-  
cult to recommend anything. I t  is to be enlphasisc..l 
that a t  no time did the Coinnlittce say that of the 
bus owners. 

What the Comlllittee actually said nas that in 
the course of its ellquiry: "\ve found ourselves 
at some disadvantage in  that adequate statistical ill- 
formation was not available from any Col~cessi~ll- 
aires to enable us to make proper colnparisons and 
reliable estimates. For example, ilnportallt infor 
maticil such as number of passengers carried, mile- 
age covered, and so on, was lacking in inany cascs. 
We recommend that c~ncessioiiaire~ should be rr- 
quired in  their own interest to keep full records of 
such detailr in  the future." 

The Committee said, "in their owl1 illtereslj?' 
tvhich means in the bus Concessionaires7 own inter- 
ests, not in the interests of this Comnlittee to keep 
full records of such details in the future. The point 
therefore is that the Bus Fares Colnillittee had. 
never said either directly or by implication tha: 
the figures submitted on profit and loss were inade- 
quate or absent. That could never be true becaust. 
those people could never have run their business~s 
unless they had those figures; but with respect to 
the other information of a statistical natnrc which 
will enable not only the Committee but bus owner 
to calculate their own losses owing to the circurn 
stances under which such losses occurred was miss- 
ing. Therefore, I think an  injustice was do~le 50 
this Committee which had done its duty when it 
bias accused of recommending something which 
it, never recommended, and which. shouId have be>n 
the duty of the Government which set up that Corn- 
mittee to defend that Committee from such unjust 
accusation. 

necessity of having a regular supply of water; they 
prefer Government enterprise because they can get 
water as soon as they turn the tap. 

Nom those are two extreme views standing on 
both sides of the c articular argument; but I must 
bubmit that those are off the mark. The point with 
public and private enterprise is not that one is 
public and the other is private; the real point is the 
purposes for which they exist, the drive and attrac 
tion they accoii~plish, the interest of persons for 
~ i ~ h o m  they are rtlll, mhether such interests are para- 
i-aount or subordinate. Therefore in  this respect the 
Government need not be afraid aiid need not appear 
to be timid merely because it is embarking on what 
is admittedly a half-\\-ay measure; iilerelg because 
'its critics will tell it that i t  is bound to be in- 
efficient. 

What i ~ a k e s  an enterprise efficient or inefficient 
is not whether it is public or private; but whether I 

~'iho administers i t  does so i11 the interests of the 
people for whom i t  is administered, and whether the 

$; 

people administering i t  call obtain the co-operation 
and clailn the respect and goodwill of their subor 

Honolzrable members will see in  -.hose interest 
this public service is being run;  therefore I do not 
take it for granted that because they wish to run a 
public Passenger transport service such a service 
n l ~ "  'be inefficient or iliast result i11 an economic 
loss. But this I do say: what they have got to under- 
stand is that since they have only chose11 one of the 
several possible illeans of bringing enterprise and 
industries under the coiltrol of Government, equally 
they should see that the type of organisation aiid 
administration which goes with this form of p ~ b l i e  
enterprise is carefully chosen. 

NOW it  does not follow that all public enterprises 
call be run like the Post Office. That this is true is 
shown by the fact that we are not making this just 
a departllieiit under the Ministcr of Communica- 

I t iol~s;  but we are setting i t  up as a statutory Board: 

l 
so we see the difference between this and the Post 
Office and this and the TVatenvorks Department. 

Speaker, I had hoped that a Therefore, I wish to impress up011 the Government 
~f this sort which has as its objects the setting up that the eEeiency or otherwise of this Trallspork 

-I)- 
of a public corporatioii for transport, that the Hou I 
Minister of Communications won12 have taken til.1~ 
off and would have devoted some time to esplaiiii~:g 
to the House what is actually involred in the S ~ T -  

ting up  of this public corporation; and \\-hat t1zer::- 
fore, this 1eo;islature and the people of this isla:d 
have got to look forward to when Governnzent steps 
in and takes Over for the purpose of 
enterprise which had formerly been a capitalist un- 
dertaking. 

On this point I wish to eirlpbasise that quite 3 
lot of this information is bandied about in the nature 
of a public enterprise, and unfortunately the 
nationalisation is SO highly tinged and packed with 
emotional substance, that the realities of public ell 
terprise are hidden in a mess of words and phrases 

There are some people who object to p u b l i ~  
ownership and public enterprise on principle; and 
such persons tio justify their owl1 objection to nub- 
lic enterprise tremble when they go to the Post 

Board when they set i t  up, will rest on whether its 
;~eiiscnnel are particularly suitable to do the job. - 

I ~vonder for instance if Government has taken 
into account that the nature of a transport system 
is that you cannot direct it centrally. As i t  extends 
and a lot of decentralisaticn may be needed. 

To chose an  example which is more applicable to 
these institutions, you may filld that in the case of 
nort of public enterprise the best way to organise it 
is by what is called the unitary method; that is, h? 
a Minister with the normal apparatus of the cir,] 
service technique, or you may orenise i t  federall) 
by splitting it up  illto various departments over th3 
whole commtlnity making each department of th, 
padieular service a self-goverlling unit. ~ 1 1  of that 
may be necessary. 

When for instance, all the schools in this islancl S .  li 

have been built and all the housing estates have been 
established, there may possibly be such a shift that 
our transport system may have to be modified. Thp 

Office and find that they are detained lllore than then Government may possibly find that the setup 
two minutes to purchase a stamp; and they say if envisaged here might not suit such changes, and 
this is an example of what happens when Govern- therefore it might have to reorganise the Tramsport 

want it. 7 7  

! ment is running anything, "God help us;  I do Service even in the interest of the redistribution of 
the population and in  the interest of the nmx- 

3.55 p.m. geographical features obtaining then. So I am only 
There are other people who whenever they are pointing out to Government that i t  depends upon ths  

conveniently able to rely on any sort of public kind of organisation that they give this particular 
service, prefer to do so. Take for instance the form of private enterprise which may determine itr 

6 
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efficiency and which will tell them whether it is allr 
economic possibility or not. 

I was surprised to see that this particular Bill 
which, (its subject matter is a unit one) is modellei 
on the Natural Gas Corporatioii Act; there are two 
different sorts of enterprises. You may say that you 
have taken over the Gas Company in the sense that 
you are now manufacturing and distributing gad: 
and to a very narrow extent i t  would be true; but no 
one in  his right senses could say that when the Gov- 
ernment took over the Gas Company it was i31 a3 
flourishing a condition as even the poorest of the bu,. 
caonlpauies. It was dci~i~icely iiot a going concern; in 
other words it was not a n  economic reality in  the 
particular sense in  which you might speak; therefore 
you have got t o  be very careful when you are lifting 
bits of legislation en bloc and packing them on. I t  
shows an unwillingness on their part even to think 
of what is new. Obviously if they have modelled this 
bit of legislation on the Natural Gas Corporation Act, 
again i t  would appear as obviously it would, that 
their chief concern was to bring i11 legislation whish 
was technically correct with all the clauses which 
are necessary when they are setting up public workq. 

I n  the matter of the Board which they are wt- 
ting up, i t  never occurred to them that they are sei- 
tihg up something new. Quite obviously the model- 
ling for this Bill need not be on the Natural Gas 
Corporation Act. You should have modelled it on 
something new and f a r  removed from the particular 
project which you have in mind. 

After I got this Bill last night, I took a lot o i  
trouble to find out the nearest thing to it which they 
might have had in mind; it is the British Transport 
Act of 1947. I may say that that Act is no longer 
in  force, because when the Conservatives came back 
into power they never denationalised steel; but they 
denationalised some part of the Transport Corpora- 
tion because I saw some of the lorries when they were 
being offered for sale and anybody who wanted to 
buy could apply to the Minister of Transport. 
4.05 p.m. 

In  1947 Mr. Attlee 'S Government introduced and 
got passed this measure setting up  the British Trans 
port Commission. I think that if the Premier who 
is always in the U.K. had had the time, he wonld 
doubtlessly have armed himself with the informa 
tion, and he would haxe been able to put such in- 
formation a t  the disposal of the Minister of Con: 
munications. It would have been nice to see sonw 
of the provisions of that Act in this Bill, becaus? 
while the circumstances might be different, yet thc 
purposes of the Bill before us is the same as that 
of Transport Act of 1942 of the 1J.K. 

The purpose of the U.K. Act was to set up  a 
Transport Commission the duties of which were to 
provide the following services : Railroad and inlaiztl 
transport; to look after the doclcs, and also they had 
charge of the hotels, particularly the railway hotels. 
The Commission was to  consist of a Chairman and 
not less than four and not more than eight mem- 
bers. The authority of course, Mr. Speaker, for 
appointing that Commission was the Minister nf 
Transport. The Minister's control, if you might call 
it that, was that he was empowered to give general 
)directions to the Commission and about the industry 
generally, after consulting with them and with his 
Cabinet colleagues. 

One interesting aspect of that Act of 1942 i:: 
that the parliamentary control was much more than 
ours is likely to be, even when we set up our Board. 
Fo r  one thing, we have no Question Time as yet as  
i n  the House of Commons; so that our control 
through questions on ministerial policy is likely to 

be lacking, that is, until our rules are changed. 
There was also the provisions that annual reports of 
the Transport Commission had to be laid before L& 
House of Commons, and they were debated. There- 
fore parliamentary control in the 1J.K. was exercised 
from week to week, almost from month to month, 
and certainly whenever possible reports were issued 
and a debate ensued on them. 

The methods of h a n e i n g  (this is an  important 
matter which I would like to touch on in respect of 
the Bill before us) the Transport Commission were 
laid down i n  that Act. In this Bill there is an a t  
tempt to do tha t ;  but no one who remember reading 
the relevant provisions of the Bill would understand 
what it is all about. That is why I regret that the 
Xinister was not fuller in his explanations; because 
those are the things which hon. members should know 
Unless you know them you cannot discuss this matter 
with any serionsness of purpose. 

1 The nleans of financing the Conlmission was that 
the Commission was empowered to issue its own stock 
against a Treasury guarantee, and was also permit- 
ted to undertake a certain amount of short term 
borrowing from the banks. Now the most interesting 
fcature of it is the administration. Here you get 
a n  example of what I mean when I say that in some 
public enterprises, the method of administration may 
differ from the ordinary Civil Service method. 

Let us admit that the U.K. is a big country and 
that ~ a r m o s  is not. What I am trying to get at Is 
that in a,dministering this proposed transport system, 
a lot more is involved than just running bases and 
collecting fares. Accountancy and book-keeping is 
a n  aspect by itself. 

There is another aspect too. Government is now 
going to find itself in  the position of being an import- 
er not only of buses, but of engines, spare parts, tyres 
and what-not; and that aspect has got to be entirely 
separate from the administrative department. A per- 
son who is qualified to serve on and advise the Board 
from the accountancy point of view will not precise- 
ly be the sort of person who can advise on what type 
or types of buses should be imported, or whether 
Type A would be more serviceable than Type B con 
sidering the prevailing state of the roads and the 
increase in traffic expected in the next five years. 

I n  setting up this organisation the Government 
has got to bear in  mind the importance of having ac 
oFganisation which will render the most efficient serv 
ice and which will give the profit which the Govern- 
ment should have in  order to silence its critics. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I turn aside from questions 
of administrations to questions of finance. I said 
earlier that the relevant sections of this Bill do not 
precisely tell us, nor did the speech of the Minister 
indicate to us how this corporation is going to be 
financed. But  it is clear that when this Bill is passed 
by the House and by the Other Place, and when it 
receives the Royal Assent and becomes law, the 
organisation will be set up as a n  organisation without 
a cent to its name. It wiIl have no credit, and will 
therefore not have that degree of economic reality 
which a public board like this should have. I had 
hoped, therefore, that the Minister would ha;ve told 
us that the Transport Board would be in  a position 
to buy its buses from the Concessionaires. It may be 
that that is what will happen, but what I gathered 
from his remarks is that i t  is Government's intention 
'to come to an agreement with the bus Concessionaires 
about their buses, buy them over and then hand over 
those units to the Transport Board. 
4.15 p.m. 

Now, what I would like to know is this : the other 
night the hon. senior member for St. Ceorge gave it 
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as his opinion (and he was very emphatic about i t )  
that this whole transaction is going to cost Goverll- 
ment something like $576,000; i t  may be more or 
less. Of course, you have to add to that possibly 
the $30,000 which we are voting now because this 
is only lent, 1 c10 uot know to whom; possibly the 
Executive Committee or in all probability to miscel- 
laneous persons more so than to Miscellaneous Serv- 
ices. 

I do not know whether in addition to the actual 
purchase of the buses, Government has got to buy 
the goodwill of the individuals. If that is the caa; 
you will also have to pay for that; and you wiil 
probably find that the bill will be running into three- 
quarters million dollars. Are the going to come to 
the House and ask for that just like that? Is it going 
to come out of the General Revenue? I am sorr:,. 
that the Minister of F5nance is not in his place, 
because it would, be interesting for him to tell us 
what he is going to do about it. Is the purchase 
money going to come out of General Itevenue? How 
are you going to pay the bus owners? Have yorl 
reached an agreement with them to pay a certaill 
percentage to them and then issue stock for the 
balance at the normal rates of interest? 

Suppose you attempt to do that and they tell 
you thrit they want all their money in their hands 
at one time. Are you justified in taking such a 
large sum from the General Revenue without telling 
us how the Transport Board is going to p y  it back, 
or will you tell us that you want the Transport 
Board to lend the three-quarter inillion dollars which 
they will borrow from you on such terms and on 
which they will pay back within such and such a 
time. 

With respect to the fkancing, may I just give 
a hint? I n  none of their funds of Government in- 
vested abroad, do they get more than 21/2%; Gov- 
ernment certainly does not get more than that frocl 
the Revenue Equalisation Fund, and I am equally 
certain that they do not get more from those funds 
of the Savings Bank invested abroad. I therefore 
am wondering whether one of the methods of financ- 
ing this Transport, Board might not be to get the 
permission of these various Boards and Authorities 
to use their money so that Governinent would be iu 
the position to give those people more than what 
they -are getting. 

We have already said in this House that part of I 
i the trouble with these overseas investments is that 
F we do not get enough returns from them; and what 

i s  more is, Government is tying up money outside 
l wbich can be of more profit Ijy investing i t  in the 

island. 
,Sir, here is a chance to prove the faith in ttic: 

Board which they are setting up, especially if they 
can persuade the Manager of the Savings Bank an3 
themselves, through the Financial Secretary, that 
public trainsport in this .island is a fit and proper 
service for the investment of certain funds. 

Take for instance the Price Stabilisation Fund 
It is true, Mr. Speaker, that the positi,on of the Gov- 
ernment with respect to this Sugar Fund is that of 
a trustee. We know that,, and therefore we caqnot 
expect Government to use this fund just by saying 
they want to do so. But the Price Stabilisation 
Fund stands at over $6,000,000, probably 6% millirtn 
dollars and so fa r  as I E ~ o w  it is not invested. 

Would it not be a good thing if permission werc3 
granted to use sums of that sum to provide a working 
capital for the Transport Board ? Knowing members 
of the Government as I do, I am quite sure that they 
would have come and told us that since we have 
already voted $30;0W to provide working capital, 

we have agreed to the takhg of the whole of this 
purchase money from the General Revenue. That is 
what I think is going to happen. 

However, I am saying that there should be a 
distinct method of financing this Board and it ought 
to be set out quite clearly. The Board should have 
in its possession all that is necessary for the purehas. 
ing of these units and for working capital. As I 
understand it, the method of Government is thcl 

other way. They are buying the buses and handin? 
them over to the Board. 

I see under Section 10 sub-section (2) that, "In 
fFaming programmes of reorganisation or develop. 
ment involving substantial outlay on capital account, 
the Board shall act on lines settled from time to tinlr 
with the approval of the Governor-in-Executi.ri: 
Committee. " 
4.25 p.m. 

This is pure nonsense and I will tell you why. 
When you set up a public corporation engaging in 
trade like this, it must have a fairly free hand ip 
running its own finances. The controls which you 
Fxercise over it in handling its money are subjw$ 
to Ministerial supervision, it is true, and to that 
extent the Governor-in-Exeeutive Committee may 
be said to mean Ministerial supervision. But what 
is the outlay that is substantial? If the Act just 
says : "involving substantial outlay " they should 
act only on l h s  suitable in consultation ~ 5 t h  the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee. 

This Corporation may find itself in a position 
where it has to do a lot of short-time borrowing. 
It may find itself even under the terms of this Act 
buying amif selling a t  a rate and involving in trans- 
actions large enough, 'but not necessarily good 
enough; aria it may be that since you are seeking to 
run it on business lines, i t  will be conceded that 
sudden reference or too frequent reference to the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee may bring on 
dangers which may not be there if the respomible 
officers co~ild act on issues immediately as they bap 
pen. 

Of course we are all in the 4ark in this matter 
because the Dlinister of Communications has not told 
us anything in speaking on this memure. But I hope 
that if the Corporation has to resort to any 'borrow- 
ing, that all such loans will be raised within the 
area. I n  this connection, too, I ehould like to see 
that whatever recommendations are made by the 
the Regional Economic C o d t t e e  with respect to 
external borrowing and the raising of loans by pub- 
lic bodies in various territories, that the recom- 
mendations be followed up  in such a way that in- 
vestments shall be made inside and not outside. 

Then, too, Mr. Speaker, I should like to add 
my own protest to one surprisingly enough made 
by the honourable junior member for St. Joseph, 
with respect to the i n h d e d ,  or perhaps not in- 
tended but implied affront on the dignity of the 
members of this House by having it said that no 
member of the House shall %e a member of the 
r,roposed Transport Board. I am glad that the hon- 
ourable member has raised the question; because I 
feel very strongly although it is a matter which 
could be dealt with in Committee much more con- 
veniently. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have spoken a t  length on 
this matter because, first of all, I felt it my duty 
outline, however poorly, some of the ideas that werc. 
running through the minds of members of my Party 
m-hen it contemplated this matter; some of the things 
we should like to see in a ~ u b l i c  corporation, since we 



are Socialists, and si~ice we support the idea of PUS- 
lic nationalisation in the iiiterests of the corunlunity 
That I have not been able to speak as authoratively 
as I should wish was due, in  part, to the fact that 1 
hsd not received a copy of this Bill until very late. 
1 therefore did not have time to study all its im- 
plications. I have tried, however, to dralv the atten- 
tion of hononrable members to the two most impor- 
tant aspects of this matter: that of the administra- 
tion and the financing of it. 

I pointed out that thry should 'be careful not to 
run this new pnblic Eoard on the 11or111al Civil Ser- 
vice lines 5ecause it is a service rather than a De- 
partment and different itn its nature and functions 
from most things which are dealt with b p  the Civil 
Service. I have tried to point out that its efficiency 
could be best guaranteed if they gave i t  a form or 
organisation and administration more suited to its 
needs; and they need not, therefore, be scared that 
it is going to be infficient if thes gave to it what it 
should have to make i t  run smoothly. 

With respect to the financing of it, 1 could not 
go through it as fully as I would have liked because 
the Ninister gave us no clue . But I think I have 
pointed out the undesirability of financing this pro- 
ject out of the General Revenue and that recourse 
Should 'be had to funds which are now lying idle, 
and the use of which only the permission of the 
people who control them can answer for;  also that 
the corporation should be encouraged to do short, 
term borrowing within the area and that its account- 
ing methods should be as accurate as possible; and 
that all the statistical information which the Bus 
Fares Committee lamented as not being present in  
the affairs of the former owners should be present in 
the affairs and methods of the new public Transport 
Board. 

I have much more to say; but that will be said 
when m go into Committee were doubtlessly, we shall 
all pay more attention to those matters of detail. 
Some amendments, I think, will be made from this 
side of the House and arguments will be heard on 
i t  
- W .  

Before I sit down, I should like to emphasise 
the following points : this Government is not playing 
straight with the people of this idand if it gives 
them the impression that i t  is only taking over these 
buses to hand them over to different and new Con- 
cessionaires after a few days' interval. Therefore, 
I insist that the Minister of Communieations should 
give a categorical assurance to this House as to 
whether or not they are doing i t  until a su'bsequeat 
Inegislature repeals this Act. I cannot emphasise 
khat too clearly. 

There is a feeling abroad that a very dishonour- 
(able, unworthy game is being pIayed in  this matter, 
and that in a few minutes from now the buses are 
going to  'be piven over to a new and entirely novel 
set of Concessionaires; therefore, the taking over 
of them by the Government is now just a bluff until 
new Concessionaires are ready to take over. 
4.35 p.m. 

I am going to support this Rill, 5u t  not a s  any 
temporary measure. I am not going to vote against 
i t  because it is in accordance with my principles; 
and for precisely the same reasGns that I refused 
to vote for the Resolution the other night. I do not 
like things done in  a piecemeal manner, but the Gov- 
ernment has a chance to allay the suspicions of hon- 
tjurable members one way or  another; and I hope 
tha t  the Minister will take the opportunitv before 
the motion for the second reading is passed, to say 
cstegoricaly that the Government is really going to 

run this business, until the Legislature say they do 
llot meant the Government to run  i t  any longer; and 
that it is in fact their intention not to turn it over 
to new Concessionaires within a few months. This 
is a very impovtaat matter, ancl one that camlot just 
ke  left lilv that. I hope that i t  will 'be said and 
said clearly what the intention of the Government is. 

A third point is that if the Minister wishes to 
convince the public that he really means business 
and that it is really the intention of the Government 
to operate a passenger transport service, the best 
\--ay in which he can give that assurance is to seek 
an agreement with those Concessionaires who are 
rSowa outside this arrangement and to get them to 
come in ;  because he must know that he cannot 
operate a nationalised public service with half i n  
and half out; because certain methods of operation 
which the Board might find i t  necessary to use 
might run i t  into the fiercest competition with, or 
might offer the fiercest competition to, those Cbn- 
cessionaires outside the arrangement and put either 
side a t  a disadvantage. 

Therefore if he is serious and if he is not fooling 
us, he should bring them all in, and buy them out. 
But if he says i t  is only an experiment; that  he is 
taking over eight and leaving the others outside, I 
will personally feel that i t  is only a matter of time 
before the eight are back out. I do not like to  
be made a fool of. A very categorical assurance 
must be given; (and that assurance in  addition to 
being a verbal one which I would expect the Minister 
to give) the assurance that I ~vould best like to hear 
is one that the public corporation will have a chance 
to come to an agreement with the Concessionaires 
who are outside and get them to come within this 
circle so that the Government will in truth and in 
fact be operating the public transport. 

If the Minister can give us the assurance that 
he is interested in ruhning the whole thing, I will 
feel a little more settled on that  point; but if the 
Minister evades the issue, or if he cannot tell us  that 
the Government loolrs forward to owning the buses 
of the Concessionaires who are not in theuagreement, 
the Bill, although it might receive the support c$ 
honourable members, would still for that reason be 
*eye wash. 

Mr. BRANCKER. Mr. Speiiker, I propose to be 
brief on this occasion (unlike some other honourable 
(members) because I regard this Bill as a move 
in the direction of nationalisation, and I am therefore 
giving this Bill my support. 

Mr. SPEAKER left tha Chair and Mr. 
DEPUTY SPEAXER took the Chair. 

I must complain, however, (as I did last Tues- 
uay in respect of the Addendum to the Resolution 
which was before us) a s  to the wording today i n  
the Objects and Reasons of this Bill. Before I go 
further, I do gather that there is a general desire 
that there should be a n  adjournment a t  this stage? 
I think that there is a feeling among honourable 
members that this is an appropriate time for an  ad- 
journment, and I move that the House do now 
adjourn for half an hour. 

Hon. Dr. H. C. H. CUMMTNS: I beg to second 
that. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The qzcestiom was put and a g r e d  to witbut 
divisiow, and W. DEPUTY R P E M E R  cpdjourmd 
$be H w e  acco~dhg&. 
4.45 p.m. 
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On reassembling. of the Concessionaires are going to be after those 
people to give up their concessions and let the Gov- 

TRANSPORT BOARD B l L L C o n t  ' U  ernment take them over, because they ~vould want 

h r .  A :  011 thi  aQuunlrnent, h? ho*. / 
senior member tor bt. Lucy ~a-as acldresslllg me Chair. ' 

Mr. B R A K c M ~ K :  kern, hlr. Speakel, as l 
saying, the wording of the ubjects and iteasons is 
unfortunate, ancl l t  1s somewhat difficult to f o l l o ~ ~  
because afiummg that t h i  is leglsiatloll tor ~latioflal- 
islation, (which legidatloll OC course ha5 lily whole- 
hearted and unbounded support), I am perturbed to 
read in the first paragraph: "Mter  negotlatiow with 
the persons or bodies who operated col~cessions for 
the carriage of passengers by lnotor omnibuses several 
of the Concesionaires were ~ulable to accept new con- 
cessions. Government has therefore to make pro 
vision, pending new concessions benlg granted, to 
carry on a passenger transport service.' 

Earlier this week, in the Addenclunl to the $30,0(j0 
Eeaolution, i t  was stated that tile buses of those' 
ow-ners who 110 longer wished to renew their conces- 
sionaire ZIgrXelnent would be taken over. 1 do 110; 

knov if in the interval between the rnritillg of these 
two paragraphs i t  is the conclusion of tl~ose lesponsl- 
ble that the Concessionaires who are unable to accept 
vew concessions are being no longer wishful of renew- 
ing their concessions. But what I am particularly 
drawing to your8 attention is this : ' L Government ha 
therefore to make provision, pending new eoncession~ 
being granted, to carry on a passenger trallsport ser- 
vice. ' ' 

Sir, what does that really mean( 1 hoping 
before this question is put, sonre considerable light 
would be shed on this remark: "pending new con- 
cessions being granted." I trust the acco~l~stics oi 
this House are adequate enough for the Hon. Minis- 
ter to hear this sentence if no other. I t  does leave 
the whole thing in an element of doubt. Really, 

one would feel a deep sense of frustration if 
Ivithin a short period of time one is told we call noTl 
abolish this new Transport Board because new con. 
cessions have been granted. 

I wish to tell you that there is unbounded en 
thusiasm amongst the employees of the companie~ 
whose concessions are alleged not to have been re 
newed, a t  the prospects of being taken over by Gov- 
ernment. Those people whom I have conze across, 
(many transport workers and others) are saying "We 
will be Government servants so we can look forward 
to  pensions; we can look forward to shorter working 
hours, There will be three shifts then instead of two 
now. We will be weekly servants and not day to da77 
employees; as  well as we can get sick leave on a 
medical certificate. " 

I can tell you thak the employees of those con- 
cessions who have not been signed, are unbounded 
i n  their delight at  the prospects of what is going to 
take place on the 25th of this month, when they will 
become Government servants. I t  will be a terrible 
experience jf after that date, are "we 
have decided to  grant new concessions to  free enter- 
prise." Tha.t would mean a return to the conditions 
which almost border on slavery. 

Lastly, sir, I am looking flomard to hearing the 
~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~  of ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~  gil~ng us a claeri 

fieation of this clabBe. I will ask him to it as 
plain as A, X, C. no not talk over our heads; put 
it in the simplest possible language so that there 
would not be any misunderstanding as to what is 
meant by the expression: "pending new concessions 
being granted. " 

Make no mistake abollt it, if the Governmen$ 
starts off running certain concessions, the employees 

the happy conditions of service of those people who 
are enlployed by the Governinent. I t  is going to be 
a rather peculiar thing. You are starting off with 
some of your transport being run as a Government 
department which means that you are nationalisinc 
some while others are remaining out. I do not ex- 
pect that there woald 'be any length of time before 
the others will come in. 

We know what is free enterprise; we know what 
is put  up wlth under the yoke of free enterprise. You 
lxIoM, that there is absolute illsecurity of tenure 
cinder free enterprise and the flimsiest of excuse 
causes people to be disnlissed. you, M ~ .  speaker, 
know that better mally people, therefore you 

rest assured if the G~~~~~~~~~~~ takes over some 
of these concessions and starts to run them, the 
nlajority of the other. olle by olle, are goillg to fall 
into line because the force of opinion is satis- 
fied that the Governlnellt-colltrO1~e~ would 
be better, and the enlploSers beillg happier in their ,,, will cause the few relllailling people out- 
side to fall into line. 

Sir, only when we go into Co~nmittee on this Bill 
mill 1 make any specific remark about the individual 
Clauses but I am going to say this now: it would be 
interesting to learn the reason for disqualifying a 
member of the Other Place and of this House from 
being a member of the Transport Board. At least . 
that elaiwe disqualifies the Hon. Mr. K. R. Hunte; 
altbollgh it does not exclude whom nulour says 
would be Chairman of that Board, that is Mr. L. 
Chase. However, 17 will not refer to rumour however 
strong it is 

For purposes of consideration, this Bill, Mr. 
speaker, should have been prepared and put in our 
llallds on Tuesday last the latest. We have five officers 
in the Crowll Law Officers' Department which we in 
the Legal profession believe i t  overstaffed. Really 
there are only four now, but in the recent past, there 
were five. We have the Acting Attorney General, the 
~ i c t ing  Solicitor General, the Acting Assistant to 
the Attorney General and Legal ~ r a f t s m a n ,  and 
the Acting Legal Draftsman. I consider that these 

officers are enough. Unless they cannot find 
room to turn around in  their office ; unless they 
are like sardines in a tin, there is no excuse for 
this Bill not having been prepared before. 
2.30 p.m. 

We conld have stayed until 6 o'clock on Wednes, 
ciay morning and concluded this issue without having 
to come back a t  it again this afternoon. We are will- 
ing to be over-worked; and Crown Law M c e r s  must 
he  willing to do an honest day's work for an  honest 
day's pay. They are not under-paid. 

Because I wish for nationalisation, I give this 
 ill my support; but I trust that the 
Governmellt has enough confidence in itself that i t  . 
can carry through with nationalisation of this pubr 

utility successfully. 
I ~vould not recommend putting in charge any 

one who has failed a t  Vienx Fort. We do not want 
any excuse for putting it back into the hands of 
private enterprise. There is a sufficient number 
of successful men who could be put in charge of this 
corporation and who would be able to make it pay. 
Once ;you do that you are making it beyond dispute 
that this is one of the essentials, in, fact one of the 
indispensable public services; and once i t  pays its 
may that is good enough. 
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There is no reason why i t  cannot pay its way 
because an omnibus is run on petrol and oil; essential 
commodities, which to the Government will be im- 
ported duty free. With Government in full control 
brld with the necessary influence (if you are not 
looking out to make profits but are just keeping 
your head up) there is a possibility of even being 
able to reduce bus fares, considering how little the 
cost of petrol would be to Go~ernment. 

fi. Speaker, I am supporting this Bill in  the 
belief that i t  is best to introduce nationalisation 
practically in every sphere of industry in this colony. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Since everyone more or less 
who has spoken regrets the same thing, that is, t-he 
limitations of this Bill as will be seen from such Pre- 
quent quotations as "pending concessions" I will 
repeat what I said last Tuesday. Despite the Gov- 
ernment 'S profession of socialism and perhaps 
genz~irye profession of socialism, yet they have got 
themselves caught in a socialist undertaking before 
they were actually ready for i t ;  that is what has 
happened. The transport emergency has forced the 
nationalisation of public, transport upon them; so 
that  if limitations have appeared to be in the Bill 
one can understand, although one may not be aale 
to appreciate. It is a question of being caught 
kefore they wpre ideologically ready. 

Well, I have a few recommendations to make ia 
connection with this Bill. One is that the Board 
which is about to be set up called the Transport 
Board is in fact a Board of Directors. It is a busi- 
ness directorate created by Government for the 
management of the public transport of the island 
or parts of the island; that is what it is. 

Lilie most Boards it is an administrative body: 
and I would advise the Government to see and 
appoint to this Directorate certain business men of 
the community and not necessarily the biggest 
business man in  the commui~ity. YOU will have sollle 
of them on i t  but I must emphasize this: let them 
have a medium sizled man and a small business 
man who is recognised and appreciated in the comr 
munity for his business acumen and his integrity. 
Let them look for a man like that. I can think of 
one right now, although I will not call any names. 
But let them desist from appointing a Directorate 
of 'muck-a-mucks.' Do not let them have to face 
the charge that we so constantly hear from the hon- 
~ u r a b l e  senior member for St. George. 

I think his example was rather unfortunate, be- 
cause it js unfortunately true that some small 
business men would not have certain experience 
and consequently he would not have that business 
acumen nor experience to bring that advice t o  the 
affairs which is necessary for a Directorate of this 
importance. Therefore i t  is not through smallness 
that you bring a man in, but i t  is through the 
lusiness advice which he is capable of giving to the 
Directorate; and such advice may be found in a 
man who controls business, whether small or large. 

NOW, when i t  comes to the payment for the buses 
Government has to be careful; because there may 
be abroad a feeling, even with the Concessionaires 
lhemselxtes, that because Government lis buying, 
Government must pay the biggest possible price that 
could be demanded. Thai is absurd. It must be a 
price fair and reasonable to the owners of the buses. 

Do not think for one moment that because Gov- 
ernment is buying the buses that i t  is to be 
fleeced. I must emphasise that they must be fair to 
ithe sellers; but there need not be anything else 
[A VOICE : Just  without being generous.] An hon- 

ourable member says: "just without being gener- 
cus;" that is an  apt phrase. 

iln honourable member has quite rightly re- 
ferred to the 'bus staff that will be employed by the 
Transport Board. I do not believe that in thq corn 
munity a t  present there is a more exploited class of 
workmen, both i11 hours of work and wages, than 
!hese. The busmcll ~vill  work like slaves and their 
reinuneration is out of proportion to their im- 
portance in the conzmunity. They are not a t  present 
acleyuately remunerated for the work which they 
do. The hours of some of them are excruciatingly 
and cruelly long. 

l have known some of them to work from 6 a.m. 
to b p.m. any day of the month; but we must also 
remember that to these people, too, we must be fair 
i n  the hours and wages which they WIU get. B e  
cause i t  is Government, i t  must not 'be thought that 
the bus conductors must be paid out of all propor- 
tion to that of other conductors within the area. 

Government must get a knowledge as to what are 
the prevailing wages in Trinidad aad Britlsh Guiana; 
the cost of living in these countries has also to be 
compared with that here; and then they will be able 
to come to what would be regarded as a fair rate 
of wages for local conductors and drivers. For  
instance, you cannot pay conductors a t  a higher rate 
than that a t  which they would be paid i n  Jamaica. 

I t  is a common belief that whatever Covern- 
n,ent controls must be run  at a loss. Bp the h o w  
oulable junior member for St. Luey has said, that ia 
11ot i~ecessarily t r u e  it all depends on the efficiency 
of the personnel who administers the concern which 
Government has undertaken. Because something 
fails in Trinidad, that is no reason why it should 
fail here. They boast of two different tradi- 
tions. We know the term "Bu-'ball7' is a popu- 
lar term in Trinidad; it appears at least to give1 the 
the impression to the outside world that "Bu-ball" 
is a tradition. 

Although we should not pat ourselves on the 
back as having a more exceptionally honest Civil, 
Service than anywhere else, I would say that there 
is a tradition which prevails in  this country among 
all classes and even among Government servants that 
that does not prevail anywhere else. We must re- 
member that the failure of some institutions abroad 
is largely due to the lack of that  tradition of honesty 
whGh prevails in Barbados. So it is not on all-fours 
to say that because they fail there, m will fail here. 
i t  is plain that sooner or  later Government will have 
to lower the profit which they are carrying on the 
qervice and they will have to purchase new1 buses. 

I was listening to the speech of the honourable 
senior member for St. Gorge  and although he said 
a lot of irrelevant things, which of course. he cannot 
help for. i t  bkinq part of hie policy, yet I musk say 
he said some thing., from which I could gather some 
substance. bne was that the large t m e  of bus  is 
how eoinp out of fashion as f a r  as public transnort 
is concerned : that technolorical research has dis- 
:covered that i t  is rheaner to  run the new type of 
small hiis than i t  is to run thpse big buses. 
5.45 p.m. 

There is every possibility that it is true, but I 
have not gone into it so far.  What I can say is that 
many technicians have discovered that this bigness is 
not cheaper, and that instead of having one large 
unit, several small units can be more economical. 
From every angle, I would advise the use of new 
small buses. They should be put  on the short routs, 
instead of $he large ones. I also think that thebe 
small modern buses as described by the hon. member. 
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would be more suitable to our road system thau 
those large lumbering buses. 

fa r  as what the hon. senior member for St. 
Lucy said on the enthusiasm of the bus staff in ac- 
cepting the proposals for a Government Transport 
Service, I would like to say that i t  is not only those 
people who are enthusiastic. I was amazed at  t':e 
congratulations I personally received from most 
humble people on the stand I took in this issue. The 
people said this to me: "Let the Government take 
away the buses from those people." I can say that, 
they have endorsed the stand I took, so the enthusi- 
asm is not confined to the bus staff. I t  is the gen- 
eral opinion of people living in the country that the 
a v e r m e n t  is saving them from an additional risi. 
i n  the cost of living by taking over the buses. 

As you can rightly see by the expressed 
in some quarters, even in the minds of some members 
(.I the Government, there is some fear felt that this 
taking over is going to 'be an extraordinary expense 
on the Government, but that fear is not felt by me 
at all. I do not see why with the transport service 
rncient.1~ run i t  should cost the Government any 
gubstantial amount. If i t  results in the transport 
service being subsidised, in truth and reality, I do 
thinl; that the benefits would outweigh the amount 
spent on it. 

I will however warn the Government over its 
hesitancy and its suggesting that there is a possibility 
that new ~oncessionaires may come in later on and 
relieve Government of its responsi'bility; whatever 
Government does in the matter, i t  should never un- 

The honourable member also said that he re- 
gretted that a t  our present financial stage we would 
have to take over and run these vehicles; and he ~ u g -  
gested that we should have either increased bus fares AI@ 
cr the bus owners should have been given a higher 

-1 
pubsidy. Well, I think that was answqered by the 
honourable junior meniber for St. John;  because, as 
he pointed out, I would say again and again despite 
the fact that the honourable junior member for St. 
Lucy read part of the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee), that the Committee did not satisfy the Gov- 
ernment nor the public that an  increase of fares 
was justifiable. 

As you know, the Committee based its argument 
upon the fact that the bus fares which had been 
fixed in 1939 had not been changed since then. The 
Committee then ewent on to compare the cost of 
units and accessories in that day as compared with 
today; but as I have said already, that Is no argu- 
ment because years ago when roads were very bad &.- 
i11 this island ; there was no road policy or programme 
and as a result springs lvere broken momentl),, the 
'ift. of your tyres was very short. 

Another thing which silould have been consider- 4 
ed was that the earning capacity of the was 
at  a very low ebb; hence the majority of people in 
those days whereas the reverse is the case. Today, 
the same kind of tyres that you bought in those 
days give you ten times the mileage of those in  1939. 
The roads are so good today that the life of the 
springs of a motor vehicle can be multiplied by ten; 

i and where the passengers are concerned, you can 
dertake to do anything that cannot be politically 
justified. A lot of things may be economically justi- 
fied but not politically justified. Let Government 
never forget that whatever action i t  takes, it 
must always be politically justifiable. To give 
a= explanation of what I mean by that, I 
have heard that Government is only taking 
over these buses nowo in order to turn the whole 
transport system over later on to one Concessionaire. 
I n  other words, it will be creating a private mono- 
poly of transport. If that is so, i t  can never be 
politically justifiable. Let Go~ernment avoid that 
lilre it would avoid the plague. Although members 
of the Government might see that i t  will be economi- 
ca,llp justifiable, it &l1 not be politically justifiable. 

Sir, I personally welcome this Bill even with 
this hesitancy, because I am not yet convinced that 
the Government is undertaking anything that i t  
callnot in the not. too distant future justify to the 
hilt. That Government has to undertake it, there 
5s no alternative. It is a question of the people of 
the island having to move to and fro by  this mode 
of' transport; and the Concessionaires who were doing 
that job have given Government a n  ultimatum that 
they will not be doing it after the 24th instant. 
since Governmen€ 'in the people's interest has to do 
this, let Government do it without fear. 

Hon. M. E. COX: M.r. Speaker, again 1 will 
be v e v  brief in to remarks by  honourable 
members hcause as I have said already, and will 
say again that this matter has been thoroughly 
discussed in  this House last week.   on our able mem- 
bers know well the stand which Government has 
taken on it. 

The honourable junior member for  Christ 
Church has raised two or three points which I con- 
sider of some importance: one is the question with 
respect to providing pensions for these employees. 
I think he knows or  a t  least should know that if you 
establish a corporation, the corporation is vested 
with the authority of providing pension. 

multiply theln by 1(40% or 20C)yO. 
NO one except the bus owners, is satisfied that 

t t ~  recommendation for giving an increase is justi- 
fihble. As lvas pointed out, the Committee made it 
clear that they- were giving the increase with the 
understanding that the bus Concessionaires were 
prepared to carry out improvements in their service. 

!The Committee summarised the points as 
follows :- 

(a) provision of an adequate number of 
buses ; 

(b) increase in frequency of services, * 
providing for - 

(i) additional buses a t  peak hours; 
and 
later services on country routes 
on week days. 

(c) gradual improvements in types of 
buses, providing among other things 
for improved accommodation for the 
carriage of parcels and packages. 

The Committee also recommended that adequate 
'transport facilities should be provided for school 
children in  the new concessions, and that the Conces- * 
sionaires should be required to keep certain basic 
statisics. The Committee stipulated that legis- 
lation for the effective ~rotect ion of bus Concession- 
aires from the operation of "piratey7 services on -6. • 
their routes should be introduced and passed by the 
Legislature. 

So, sir, when the honourable junior member for 
Christ Church suggests an  increase in  bus fares, 
there is absolutely no justification for doing so; 
and while the honourable member can use his WJX 
and while his children can be driven to and from 
school day after day by his car, we on this other side 
of the table have to consider the position of the 
thousands of children whose parenh are not i n  a 
position to send them to  school Ijy car, and whose 
only means of transportation is b y  bus. 

-i?- 
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l have already said that l have no intention oi 
agreeing to any increase m bus fares; and as the 
Government has decided, subject to the approval of 
the Legislature, we would give a rebate of 15% on 
gasolene. 
6 . 0  p.m. 

The honourable junior member for Christ 
Church will also remember that the counter propsa l  
which the bus owners put  up, would involve the 
Government in  a financial undertaking to the tulle 
of approximately $310,000 per annum. Their pro- 
posal was that they would renew their concession for 
three years with the understanding that we would 
give them the 50% rebate on gasolene. You 

can understand that that would be impossible. 
And in addition to this the Government to pay any 
increasecl ttsages recommended by the Labour Com- 
missioner. 

Those two points which he made about giving 
;n increase or subsidy cannot bear the light of ar- 

gument, in view of the fact that the Committee said 
quite emphatically that they found i t  very difficult: 
"To make proper comparisons and reliable esti- 
mates" for the simple reason. "That adequate stat- 
istical information was not available from many 
Concessionaires." I should like to say here that there 
were only two cases in  which those statistics were 
proiluced; two out of fourteen. As a matter of fa::t 
the twelve cancelled out the other two; that is the 
position. 

The honourable junior member for St. Lucy btl- 
speech that I have and 

he thought it discourteous not to be told 48 hours l 
ago when we were discussing the Resolution for $30. 
000 that the Government was prepared to establisl-, 
this corporation. I would not say that he has wilfully 
misled the House nor that he has lied ; what I would 
say is that he must have been sleeping or he would 
have heard when I made that statement relative to 
the establishment of a corporation. 

That point was put to me by the honourable 
junior member for St. Peter. He  asked positively 
whether the Government intended to run this De- 
partment as a corporation as is done in  the London 
Transport Service. I replied by telling him that i t  
was the intention of Government if it reached such a 
point, to run this transport service as  a corporation. 
Having made that statement it was logical to cou. 
elude that in the process of time a Bill to  establish 
that corporation was coming to the House. 

There is One other point I like to 
to  now: (and i t  is the statement which has been tot 
often made by honourable members) : that we were 
not playing a straight game; and that we were tak 
ing over these buses n o v  to hand them back later to 
the Concessionaires. On every occasion when wc 
spoke on this question, we made it clear that i t  is the 
( ~ o ~ < ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~  intention that if any Concessionaires 
(past or  present) intended to run  a service or to 
apply for the service we would give it to them. I 
said it here again this aftelmoon; and I think our 
position has been made crystal clear. 

There is no question of playing any game. To 
talk about not playing a straight game can only be 
applicable to the hen. member who made the allega- 
tion. The honourable s a io r  member for St. Lu?:J 
enquired as to  whether the Goverument intended to 
approach the question of nationalisation in a bo13 
manner; and as regards that, I say again that we 
have decided that if Concessionaires should come 
forward, the Government is willing a t  least to give 
the rights to those Conc~ssionaire~ under the terms 
to be affreed to between the Concessionaires and the 
Government. 

p -p- 

No conwssions are signed a t  present and we 
have heard of no new coileessions whether by  the Cor- 

poration or by anybody else. Concessions ended on 
the 28th February and they have to be renewed; 
therefore there are no concessions a t  the moment. 

Tl24 pestiom that thk B9L be now read a; second 
time was put awl r e s o h d  h the affirmative w i t b u t  
divbbn.  

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Your 
Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go 
h t o  Committee on this Bill. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to sscond that. 
qzrestkn tbt His Honour do nmu th6 

 hi,,. and $he go hto CO1llmBnntteo om th48 
lnrt and resolved uritbut 

d,ivis,im. 
Mr. S P E ~ K E R  left the Chair a M  the H w e  

went into Comrr;itLtse Mr. 8lYlTH bemg iru the G M .  
Clawe 1 wm colled. ~t reah m follow8:- 
"This Act may be cited as the Transport Board 

~ ~ t ,  1955." 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Clause 1 

stand part of the  ill. 
Hon. C. E. T A L U :  I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  I t  is unusual for Clause 1 to be 

discussed, but I am asking what is the position now in- 
inasmuch as we have a Transport Board md a High- 
ways and Transport 

M. a. They will as two 
meparate Boards. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I t  is not 
a ~~~~d at all; it is a 

The q m t h  t m  chase 1 sta,nd put of  the ~i~ 
was put reso~ved in the aflkve witharl 
d b i h l z .  

Clause 2 wm called. I t  r e d s  as follows:- 
2. In this Act, unless the context other- 
requires, the following exprpssions shall have 

the meanings respectively assigned to them- 
"Board" means the Transport Board establish- 

ed under the provisions of this Act; 
"passenger road transport service" means a 

service of motor vehicles for  the convey 
ance of passengers. 

(3) Except in  so f a r  as  the context otherwise 
expressions used in this Act have the same 

meanings as in the ~~t~~ vehicles and Bad TraE,! 
~ ~ t ,  1937. 

(3) Except in  so f a r  t s  the context otherwise 
requires any reference in this Act to any other enact- 
ment shall be construed as a reference to that enact 
ment, as amended. extenaed or applied by or under 
2ny other enactment, including this Act. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Clause B 
(stand part. 

Hon. C. E. TBLMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. bEWIS: Mr. Chairman, there is a defi- 

nition i n  subclause 1 of this clause which reads as 
follows:-- 

"Board" means the Transport Board establish- 
ed under the provisions of this Act." 

I have heard since we have passed Clause 1 that 
there is already in  existence an  Advisory Board viz 
The Transport Board; but when You come down to 
subsection one of Clause 3 you read i n  parenthesis 
the following; "in this Act referred to  as the 
Roard." and you have the words "The Board" in 
niverted commas. I have been trying to find out if 
there is anything similar to that  i n  the Natural Gas , 
Corporation Act. That Act says "corporation", 
riowhere else does i t  refer to anything as "the Cor 
poration". I am wondering if we are going to have 
trouble with that. It appears to me a little conflicting. 

Hon. M. E. COX: The question. 
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Mr. LEWIS: The honourable member can as11 
for the question; i t  does not concern me. l nave ~ u a t  
brought 14 to h s  attention; if he fcels lt l b  0.11. it 1s 

O.K. 
Hon. M. E. COX: Nlr. Chairman, that polnt 

Isas been raised; but the Crown Law officer 
t 

that it is in Order. 
h 

i T h e  question that Ckcm.sa 2 staqtd part of the Ball, 
i was put and resolved in the  cafirmteve ~ r l t h o v t  ciivi- 

t sion. 
Clawe 3 was called. I t  reads as follows:- i 3. (1) For the Purposes @f this Act, there 

l shall be established a pubLic authority to be ca l l f~ l  
J the Transport Board (in this Act referred to as "the 
B Board' '). 
1 ( 2 )  The Board shall be a body corporate 

l with ~ e r ~ e t u a l  succession and shall have Power to 
acquire, hold and dispose of land for the Purposes of 
the functions of the Board. 

1 Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Clause 3 
stand part. 1 Hon. C. E. TALRIA: I beg to second that. 

Y Mr. LE\vIs: iLlr. Chairman, again 1 am aslcing 
i the honourable member whether this is all right- In 

1 the third line of sub-clause 2 of this Clause there 

1 appear these words: "for the Purposes of the 
1 tions of the Board;" again, I hope that that is all 

right. 
6.15 p.m. 

Hon. M. E. CC)X : The same thing applies. Legal 
luminaries drafted this Bill, and they are satisfied 
that it will carry out the Government's policy. 

i Tlze qzcestio.il that C ~ U U S ~  3 stand part of f ke  Bill 

3 was put amd agreed to.  
4 
h 

Qause 4 of the Rill was callecl arzd agreed to. 
i Clause 5 was calbd. 
I H o n  . M.  E.  COX nzoved, secornded b y  Hon. 

i C .  E. TALMA that Claase 5 st~and part. 

i Mr. L E W E :  Mr. Clairman, 1 am referring to 

liesolutioll to wuich I referred. The Irallsport 
board may oe ell covered. by a luan ; but I mould. 
like to hiow a t  this stage where i t  will get capital 
from. & 

klon. U. E. C O S :  I took i t  for granted when. 
the House agreed to the Besolution last Tuesday 
that that ~vould ,111bwer that question. 

&h. LE WIS : t ha t  is one of the difficulties i n  
utalillg ni th this Government; especially with the 
Niiiister of Conlmunicatiolls. The Government comes 
in  ancl says there is an emergency; they ask for a 
few dollars; there is iiothii~g in the I~eso lu t io~~  about 
+,he corporation ; but now we ha\ e to it millions 
of dollars. That is smartness, and there is no necessi- 
tJr for snlartness 111 dealing with this matter. 

'l'he Resolution for $S0,000 was nothing to do 
lvith tills corporation business. When it was asked 
for, the Government never hinted that the corpora- 
tion \vouId be using it. We voted i t  under Mis- 
cellaneous Services. '3b 

13011. M. E.  COX: I took i t  ior  granted that the 
H o u s ~  would agree to the expenditure of this money; 
ktecaase in any cast we have already agreed t o  the a 
vote of $30,000 as ll~orlring capital. I took it for 
Cr;lnted that \vould agree that that $30,000 l~ou ld  
be passed on to the Organisation. I did not sap that 

hal.. ao.reed to it already. 
Kr.  LETT'TS : The honourable member did not 

say it that way; but  I 15*ill accept that and still say 
that he is VTronp. Somewhere in this Bill you should 
state that the capital of this corporation will be 
moliey voted to 11, by the Tdegislature from t h e  to 

c time; and we be asked at  the end of today's 
1;ieetine. to pass a Resolution of some kind saying 
that the $30.000 already passed should come over to 
the corporation. 

 the^- sa>- the corporation can go and borrow 
money. Tn any business you can have a capital of $10 
or $15 and ruli a n~illion-dcllar business; if you have 

l 
the sub-clause which says: "Every member of the I assets and if yen have integrity v011 can go to the 
Board shall hold and vacate his office in accordance Jfznager of thp B a ~ l l ~  and hp will lend pan money. 
with the terms of his appointment and shall on teas- capital need not include all the money you spend; 

i 
T want to inquire how long a member h?ld ofi-P 

I ing to be a member be eligible for re-appointment." but you mast have some capital. 
i : 1 am saying that there must be some slip up. ?r- 
t As far  as I can see, it will Ije for life unless YOU You give the corporation authority to take over 

'remove him or her. I see nothing in the Bill saying things, but you do not say how they are going to  
how long a member will hold office. I take i t  that a pay for them. I n  the first instance they will be paid 1 

1 member will remain as  long as he serves you faith- for out of the Treasury, and I suppose that after 
I fully. 'that they will be paid for from any accumulation of 
1 

i At the same time I want to raise the question money that might come to them. That is how Gov- 
I about where the Board will get funds from. Hon- ernment fixes its business. 
1 ourable members will remember that the Natural Gas Will the corporation start off by borrowing, or 
B Corporation was set up in the first instance to sell have we given authority to the Executive to hand 

gas. This is just as though the Government were lover the $30,0O? The terms and conditions of 1 setting u p  something to sell buses t o  the C o n k o n -  money coming out of the Treasury are  fixed by no 
,aires to carry passengers. When it came to the actual other branch of Legislature than this. When it comes I * 

a distrixution of gas we had a Resolution so that they to matters of finance we must have full information. 
4 could take over certain concessions, liabilities etc. Remember that you are changing the method by 1 That was the Resolution that authorised the Natural which money comes out of the Treasury, and you 

Gas Corporation to take over the Gas Co. and estab- cannot be slack. Let us coiisult with the legal 
1 lish a capital of a million dollars a s  Rar as  I remem- people. Let us insert the source of capital for this a .  

ber. corporation. 
I notice that the people whom you are going to This Bill is not even printed like how other 

put on this Transport Board are to be paid some Bills are printed. It does not have any ending. I t  
S fees. I would like to know* what funds will you does not say that it should be read three times and 
i 
4 
i 

pay them with. Will that come out of the bus fares b i p e d  by  the S'peaker. L,et u s  put  in that the capi- 

I 
too? As a matter of fact, if I am not mistaken ta l  of the corporation shall be in the first instance 
there is something in the Bill which says that the the $30,000 passed '& Resolution, and any other 

i Board will be able to buy over things and pay for money voted by the Legislature from time to time; 
S them in the first instance out of the Treasury. we can still ~ i v e  the corporation power to borrow. 
1 The Natural Gas Corporation may from time to All the Vestries have to borrow monev to carry 

l time, with the approval of the Legislature, borrow on up to a certain point. 1 would like to know of a 
money; but we did create a capital for them in the corporation running a business without capital. Do -+ 
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you mean that tllcS are goiug to run it purely on 
borrowed money d 
6-25 p.m. 
LW. TUDOE: hb. Uhairlnan, I am very glad 

that the honourable junior rnernber for the City made 
the points to the i ~ ~ a t t e r  which 1 ~vas  trj-i11g t~ raise, 
\but of \qrhiCh 80 vain were i~ ly  efforts and so dks- 
,interestillg my re1nw1.b~ were to the Gorcrl.nnient 
members that when the Minister got up to reply it 
appeared as if ~rrhen he %as about to answer the 
question he was stopped by the Premier. 

Before .cv'e get to that, I should like to say sollle- 
thing with respec; to vlai~sc 5, sub-section ( 3  which 
reads as  follow^: 

The Board shall c.onsist of a C'hairnlan and 
not more than four other members, all of whom shd 
be appointed by the Go~ernor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee. " 

I t  is true that it is undesirable to have unrvieldy 
members on a Cornmittee and certain17 on Boards 
10 conduct affairs like this, but I wish to ask the 
Minister if he does not think that a Board of five 
members is too small for the work which this Com- 
mittee has to  do. 

This transport system has a diverse anlount of 
activities in it. One of those person$ is bound to be a 
Civil S r p a n t  of the office type; then at least c;ne of 
them should also be familiar with the n~echauics of 
transportation; and they should also be, I think, a 
person who understands all that there is to be known 
a'bout the importing and buying of all that is neces- 
lsary to keep these buses moving. 

Here, when ~ 0 x 1  h a ~ ~ r  eliminated these three, you 
only leave two ; and 1 n.as qrondering if in view of the 
f a c a t  that this is such an  important service, urhether 
011 the Governin? Body of the Service there should 
not be a repi*eseiltati~re of the persons who work in 
the industry, such as the drivers and conductors, 
pmsibly through the TTnion in which they are or- 
ganised and som4body else representing, so to speak, 
the interest of the travelling public. 

1 do not think that you can say that swell people 
tan be unwieldy; or even nine; but certainly to con- 
fine such activity within the compass of five people 
IS \really surprising. 

Mr. Chairman, in view of what I have said, I 
beg to move that Clail.se 5 ,  snbclause (1) be amended 
to  read as follows :- 

' T h e  Board shall consist of a Chairman and 
llot less than sewn o t h ~ r  nlembsers all of whom shall 
be appointed by  the Governor-in-Executive Corn- 
mittee. 

Mr. ALTJDEI~: Mr. Chairman, T beg second 
that. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I ~ ~ ~ o u l d  just like to point 
out that the Board has the po35-'rr to co-opt. The 
1Ioub has already given sanction to the Governor- 
511-Executive Committee to expend $30,000 for the 
running of this bus service, if necessary, for a limit- 
ed time. We noTV come along. and s a ~ -  that we are 
wtting up this Board to run it. and are therefore 
asking you to amee to its establishment in order 
'to rnn ~ c h  service aq may be necessary to be run. 

By no stretch of tht. imagination can that $30,OW 
h(> borrowed by t h ~  Board and nut to anv other par-  
poqe than for which voiz are creatit~v it. The second. 
noint is: What is tho sellse of nl~ttii~m in hprp sorne- 
thin4 to sav that ~ - 0 1 1  ~honld  rnn some part of the 
translnort service ? 

Now this ic thr  ans~i-pr to all critics of nation- 
aliwtion. I n  t h r e ~  ila\-s7 t i v ~  T hont. to convince 
the Cfolnnial Office that TT-e arc. hard nllt and we mnst 
p.et a loan. If f i a t  is the case. must rro as far  a\ 
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(to nationalise the whole of this transport grvlee 
'lhe million dollars that i t  will take to do that, W-e 
are  asking for now to do other things. 

We do believe that Government should take 
care to see that the bus service is runnmg efficiently; 
and one of the best ways to do that is to run  part oi 
St yourself and keep the accounts which you told 
every'bod~ in the business that they ehould keep. I n  
short i t  would not be the policy of the Government 
to give out 14 concessions, nor is it the policy of the 
Governinent to give out 14 concessions. The point 1 
want to make is, if this Bill is passed as it is now 
there \\*ill be no d8lculty in running this service. 
6.35 p.111. 

Government inay discover that we have so littlp 
to buy when purchasing the buses and spares which 
we may come to run for ourselves, plus what we ar? 
clollecti;~c in farm, that it I\-ould be good enough and 
i t  would not be necessary to co~ne to the Legislature 
tor a fnrther sum of money. I want to make this 
point clear again. A s  f a r  as the Regulations and 
therefore the law nom7 stands, everybody who applies 
for a concession must take over the buses of the old 
Concessionaires if thry can agree on a price. When 
we a s e e  ~v%th the old C"oncessionaires on a price, 
ever?- new Concessio~laire is bound to aDee on that 
])rice. We have not got to look for money for buses 
\\-hi& have to be turned over to IIPIV C'oncessionaires. 
1 do not kno~1-* if i t  is necessary to repeat that. 

For the last three years Mr. Greene used to run 
set of buses. f do not remember if these WerP 

taken over; but if a new illan was taking over from 
him and he was willing to sell, that  new man, by 
the terms of the concession woud have to agTee to take 
over the buses at  the price agreed to between 
the two. I n  case they could not agree on the valua- 
tion, the Director could then (acting as the arbi- 
trator, so to speak) sap what the prim should be, 

, and the ~oneessionaire is bound to take orer 
a t  that price. That is thp remxlatioll. 

F'or instance, ally one who gets the concession 
l?ow that the Lincoln BUS Cornpaw has not renewed 
its concessioll, would have to take over the Lillcolrl 
buses a t  the price which the arbitrator happens to 
decide on. Maybe the Maxshal of the House can go 
olltside and get copies of these Regulations by which 
the ~oncessiollaires are bound. As soon as I sit down 
1 will pass on my- copy to the Hon. h a d e r  of the 
Opposition who seems to be interested. 

1 say agairi that when it comes to the financial 
aspects of the matter. we may discover quite a 
liumber of p~op le  prepared to talrr the places of thew 
!eight Concessionaires who have not renewed their 
lconcessions. We have not got to find the money for  
those eight owners. The new' Concessionaires has gat 
to take over those hl~ses in accordance with the R e p -  
llatiom. 

These are the actual conditions which a Con- 
cessionaire signs: "subject to the provisions of para- 
graph (b)  thereof the Conressjonair~ shall, if and 
 hen rccl.~lired by  the Tlirector, take over a t  a valua- 
tion to be aereed npon or determined as hereinafter 
~t inulatrd.  the motor omiinihilqe.: and c.nuimpnt he- 

. longing to any persons hereinafter called presciit 
o~erators' l  who on the date of the s imiaq of this 
Chncession are oprreting motor omnibuses for which 
no Con(~~~ssion is erantecl provided thal ~ i i c h  motor 
omnibnses and equipment arc. certified b ~ -  the Com- 
misqioner of Police as  fit nncl for qer~rice. 

(h) I n  the event of the concession air^ anir 
the present operators being una%le to agree mutually 
as to the vahw of the motor omnibuses and equip- 
ment to be taken over the matter may hc referred t o  
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I 
ctlle llirector assisted by such assessors as he may 
select; upon such reference the Director shall de- 
termine the valuation of the motor omni'buses and 
quiment  to be taken over and such valuation shall 
he final and binding on the Concessioaaire as  the 
alnount to be paid by him, provided that if the 
present operators do not accept the valuation of the 

Director the Concessionaire shall be free from any 
ubligation to take over such motor omnibuses and 
,equipment . . . . . 7 7 

That cannot happen in this case because every 
motor omnibus and all equipment will be valued: 
the Agreement has to be made and if you cannot 
agree you have to go to arbitration.. Two arbitrators 
are appointed, and if they disagree, in  the usual way 
we appoint an  uillpire so that a valuation is 'bound 
to be llladc upon the present buses and equipment.. 
Everybob who has applied, the six who have de- 
cided to continue operating as well as  other people 
who may be interested, will be handed u copy of the 
Regt~lations which goverlz the Uotor Vehicle and 
Transport Act. 

~t is inlpossible to say whether we 
shall have to come to the I-Iouse for $10,000 to buy 
buses. Everything will depend on the particular 
route; and the number of buses which the Cbvern- 
rnent itself has to b w  will depend on each route 
that i t  has to operate. Then will be time to come 
with the money Resol~~tion for whatever wi l l  be 
necessary to use in operating a particular route; 
therefore, it is impossible for the time being to say 
within the next two or three weeks how much money 
the Governnient will ask the House to vote. 

I repeat that the amount of caapital ~vhich illay 
Ile required I cannot tell; and i t  is not n e c m r y  to 
write it into this Act. If honourable members will 
listen carefully they will recall that this is based on 
the Natural Gas Corporation Act. Tt is not necessary 
to write into this Transport Bill such suins as may 
be voted from the Legislature from time to time. 
things are now, thew is no t4uestion of b l l ~ i n g  and 
selling. 

'Some honourable members may say that the 
Government cannot buy a bus for the purpose of 
resale. The Concesyionaire has to take over at  a 
price agreed on after valuation of the buses and 
rlquipment of the old Concessionaires. These Begu- 
lations, I think were made in  November and pre- 
sented in  December, 1952. The form of the con- 
cession also appeared as a supplenlent to the Official 
C h e t t e  of December, 19'52. 
6.45 p.m. 

Mr. L E w s :  Mr. Chairman, what I was SW- 
gesting would assist the hen. member greatly. We 
h a w  an  Act called the Training Scheme Fund Act, 
1953, which says 

"There shall be established a Training 
Scheme Fund (hereinafter referred to as  the 
Fund)  to which the Accountant General shall 
c r e d i t  

(a) all balances of money provided by the 
Legislature for the training of nurses 
in the United Kingdom and of Govern- 
ment officers unexpended on the 31st 
March 1953; 

(b) Jl moneys which may be provided 
from time to  time by the Legislature 
for payment into the Fund.' 

I would put  into the Act which we are now col:- 
sidering that the capital shall consist 'of the $30,000 
voted by the bgislatnre for, the running of the bus 
es. The lion. member is of the opinion that we hsre 
already voted money to give this corporation. I t  is 

only because of our way of doing business that y o ~  
can manipulate things like that. The $30;U00 was 
voted for the running of buses; not for giving to n 
corporation with a comnioa seal. 

Hon. .G. H. ADAMS: I did not say anything 
about a gift. I said a loan. I wonder if the 11011. 
member thinks that we have not examined t h i s  thing! 
from every ~ossible and impossible an@>. 

Mr. LEWIS: I am still saying that you shouitl 
put into the Bill that the capital shall ooiisist o i  
money voted by the Legislature from time to time 
When the Government lends fishermen money the) 
charge them interest. Will you charge the corpara 
tion interest? The Government should rcrnember 
that they have not gone into this thing calmly, bu: 
in an atmosphere of emergency. They have not set 
out to nationalise the bus service in cold blood, or 
from the ideological point of view. 

T am saying that the Legislature is not yet yours. 
This till1 have nothing to (10 with any Deep Water 
Harbour negotiations. All that  I am saying is that 
you should provide capital for this corporation as it 
is provided for other bodies in  other Acts. 

I fail to see how you can vote money to lend a 
corporation when they can get i t  in Broad Street or 
from C.D. & W. or C.D.C. Some day someone will 
take the Government into court to shsho~v that thr, 
Legislature is supreme. You cannot take money out 
of the Treasury like that  and lend it to anyone. 
That is how I read the constitution of this country 
[Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Where did you read i t ? ]  1 
beliere I have taken the trouble to read it with morcp 
understanding than the hon. member. I read it srr 
as to understand it ; but hc read i t  so as to he able to 
fool anyone whose views and his differ. 

You cannot take up money and band over t ,  
the corporation when that money has been votpd Eol 
gas and oil. 

Anyhow I hope that the ;Minister of Commur~i- 
cations will not forget the first question I asked: holx, 
long can a member stay on the board. You can say 
in the first instance for three months or something 
like that, 

Mr. B A B O W :  Mr. Chairman, I do not think 
that the hon. senior member for St. Joseph shox+lcl 
be allowed to get away with the remarks which n , ~  
made. I consider every utterance of his as an illsult 
to  the intelligence of the members on this side of the 
table, although in his opinon invmbers of conrsc iiave 
no intelligence to be insulted. 

We have already expreged our dissdtisfaction 
a t  the manner in which the Resolntion for $30;000 
was foisted upon this Chamber. l t  was only aftel 
promptings and statements made on this side the 
House that two days ago the Minister of Commuai- 
cations admitted that the Government was under a 
binding legal agreement t o  take over buses, rolling 
stock and spare parts. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I never said anything like 
that : and i t  is not true. 

Mr. BARROW: The Official Reports are therc. 
If the hon. senior member for St. Michael is saying 
that the Government is not under a legal obligation to 
take over these buses from the Concessionaires, I 
\i.ould like to ask the Minister why i t  is that he set up  
c committee under the chairmanship of tht> virtual 
Minister of Trade, Mr. K. R. Hunte, so as to valllc> 
tlie buses, and why the Addendum to thp $30,000 
Resolution should read: "Consequent on the @v- 
ernment7s decision to take over and operate on a 
temporary basis the buses of those owne1.s who IV) 

longer wish to renew their concession agreemen:. , 
Rinds are needed to provide nurkinS capital etc." 
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If what I have said is not true, l offer this cbal- tion and if the Director of Highways and Transport 
lenge to the Minister: on the 26th of August let the so desires, he would call in assessors t o  assist them. 
Minister refuse to take over the buses that he hila That is an entirely diflerent situation from the one i which c+~nfronts the lulfortunate taxpayer of Barba- 

dos today; because ill the course of the arbitration 
that is bei-ng set up betweell the old Concessionaires 
and the Government, if the (;avernment have these 
buses in their hands for  eight days or eight years 
they will have to pay for them. 

1 niust say that the members of this Government 
lnust have really taken the people at  Colonial Of&e 
for a bigger bunch of fools than they; and it is be- 
cause of the alrowed policy of ~olonia l  Office to 
alloTqr pc.ople like this Government to feel that the 
pec,ple of Colonial are a bunch of fools by 
their sittillg and askillg them for information 
listening to them and accepting what they have to 
say, all the time they have all the answers to 
the that they put to them. 

I want to say again, that statements which are  
made in this House, you never see appear in the 
Official Gazette nor in the reports in  the debates of 
this House, because menlhrs  of the Government feel 
that when the Colonial Office reads the debates, they 
will come across such statements and that is why we 
get the debates of this House expurgated. It is not 
"atisfactory. 

This Bill is for the purpose of setting up a pub- 
lic corporation. YOU must give i t  capital; you must 
say from where its funds must come. It is true that 
the Minister for Communicatioils has the ability t o  
spend the money voted for one purpose to another 

' purpose; he knows what I am talking about W well 
as  honourable members. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I must object 
to that statement. 1 do not spend any raoney; the 
orlly money \\,hi& I spend is that which I draw out 
of the Treasury as salary. He is just lying on me. 

Ms. BARROW: I am asking the honourable 
member to withdra\l;' the remarks is just 

already agreed to buy. I would like, sir, to ask 
Minister if-he did not make this statement on thl: 
Radio: "Government regarded the first melltioned 
1.roposals unacceptable inasmuch as they would 
involve the Government in  a financial undertaking of 
the order of approxiillatel~ $310,000 per annum. 
Government has therefore decided to accept the 
Ownem' offer to hand Over their kuses the 
emnle~lt at  prices to be agreed upon by arbitration." 

If  that is not a binding contract coming front 
the mouth of the Minister, then as the s e n i ~ r  meln 
ber for St. Joseph is SO fond of expressing it, I did 
not understand the law books when I read then:. 
iHon. (2. H. ADAMS : Poll certainly did not]. Up  

they are trying to fool the public that they 
dre not under any obligation to take over the buses. 
I n  one breath they are saying nationalise the bus . 
because it is in  the interest of the community, a ~ t d  
in the next breath they are saying they hope thpt 
someone will come along and take the buses off tlierr 
hands. 
6.55 p.m. 

~h~~ have agreed to buy the hundred buses or 
so and it is no excuse for the selzior member for 8:. 
Joseph to say he is going up  to Colonial Office and 
he wants the Colonial Office to believe we are hard 
pllt despite the Equalisation Fulld and the s&- 
ries which are paid out for the running of Minist?. 
rial system. 

The whole secret about it is that they do 
want to show that this may involve the taxpayem oj 
this country into something approximating one mil. 
lion dollars. They want to fool the Colonial Office, 
and that is why he got up and asked us not to say 
what i t  would cost the tXqMyers. It will embarrass 
him when he goes u p  to the Colonial Office. 

As I have said, the hon. senior member for the 
City accused the Government seventeen times fol  l dishonesty on this issue. When the hon. senior mem- 

for St. I ~ Q S ~ P ~  said: "1 am going to London" 
his subconscious mind was speaking and that is the 
real reason they have not given this corporation any 
capital. 

Here you are setting u p  a business and you arc 
suggesting that the business will close down before 
you set i t  up. That is the whole secret of this mat- 
ter. I n  everything that the Hon. Minister of Com- 
munications said, in the whole course of this unfor- 
tunate episode in  the history of Barbados, he has 
cliwlosed this fear. 

not what my colleague says about dawn 
of a new day and socialist ideology, because members 
of the (hvernment made i t  clear that they are hop 
ing against hope that they will not have to run the 
buses. Rut they will have to do something because 
the buck is p s sed  back to them and i t  is too hot for 
them. They cannot tell the taxpayers how much the 
bill is going to be because they are going to Colonial 
Office. They say that they should charge deprecia- 
tion to revenue. That is a new business procedure; 
oh\-iously inspired by the hon. junior member for St. 
John. That shows you how hastily the business was 
gone into. 

The hon. junior member for the City said he 
mould like to know whether you are going to run 
these buses w not. The hon. junior member for St. 
Joseph is saying that the new Conce~sionaire~ will 
have to take over the buses at  thc prices fixed; but 
when you get the regulations, they disclose that if 
in the event of any buses changing from one Con- 
ressionaire to ano th~r ,  the matter mill go to arbitrp- 

on me." I may remind him when he was spending 
Spa he said, $80,000 was to be 

used under Head XXIV for w'idening curves a n 4  
corners, and not for the very highways for which it 
was: meant to 'be spent. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to withdraw that 

Mr. BARROW : Mr. Chairman, I am asking the 
hO1lOurable lnember to that remark. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: He has withdrawn it already. 
Mr. RABBRIOW: He is very quiet about it. I 

call that a misappropriation of public funds- That 
should not be done bJ' who if going 
C'olonial Office cap in Eand asking to  glve them more 
nl0neY- 

You are voting $30,000 to  spend for two weeks. 
iMultiply it bp 26, and you will get $780,000; and 
511 that You have mid is that they can use the sur- 
plus revenue to invest but not to pay back the poor 
taxpayer for the $780,000 which he has to  advance 
for this purpose. That could never be correct, and 
that amount has got nothing to do with the cost 
which they have to pay for rolling stocks and spare 
parts, and the Goodwill under Mr. Hunte's assessinent 

Whence is all this money to come? If the 
taxpay-er has to pax- for it, why do ~ O I I  not tell him 
all of tha t?  The Eon. Premier has said he is going 
 up to tell the people of the Mother Country that we 
have no money to build the Deep Water Harbour. 
T am afraid that you do not have money to build 
the  me^ wa te r  Harbour but you will now have to  
nationalise these bnses, which will cost pou one 



million dollars. Whence are you going to get, 
that money ? 

Now- the Ministers of Government are trying to 
enveigle the former bus owners into taking back 
their service. I h VOlICE : Same one.] l do not 
navcA to name any because you know them. Why do 
rhe honourable senior member for  St. Lucy and my 
t~c~lleague, (if l have one; 1 am the only member who 

1 ,lees not have a colleague) come to the EIouse and l 

I talk about i~ationalisation l And my colleague talks 
l about the dawn of a new era. course, he gets 

emotional a3011t these things. 
L,et me say that there is nothing in the attitude 

i of the aoverllment or in the Bill 'before us now 
which utould induce anyolle to believe that we are in  1 the dawn of a new era, instead of being in an era 
df confusion and high taxation. / 7.06 p.m. 

l E~~~~ other Bill to set up a corporate bo,j;? 
csp~cially one which will indulge in trade, every 
statute that me have had, has nlade it clear where 
the funds of the Corporation are to come from and 

i what is to be done with the funds of the corpora- 
! tion. Now as the hen. junior member for the City 

I has pointed out, because we vote money to the &v- 

3 crnor-in-Executi~,e Committee, do not think that, you 
can use Clause 15 or 16 t~ borrow money 011 loan ur ! that you have from the Covern+~r-i,~- 
Executive Committee to do so; c10 llot think that at  
&ll. That power was not even in  existence when thai; 
money ($30,000) was voted; and that money was 

to the Governor-in-Executive Committee for 
two weeks' operation of the bus service. 

Another feeling is going abroad in this country 
alld i t  is this: that the old bus Concessionaires ar3 
being deprived of their buses. m d  c.orr~pensation 
\yhich would normally be arrived a t  will be lost; i so that the Government of Barbados can be used 

i as the pawn broktlr. That is the idva underlying thls 

Act and other similar Acts, exactly where the fund3 
ere going to come from; whether they are going to 
be voted by the Legislature or whether t h ~ s  IS go- 
ing to be a profit making concern or w~letller they 
will have to borrow money quite apart from the 
general provisions of Clauses 15 and 1 5  which state 
that they may borrow money; or whether therc i j  
going to be a temporary advance of $1 niill~oii out 
GB the public Treasury which will have to b~ paid 

by the Ihard.  
Do not tell us that because we have voted $30,000 

t o  the Governor-in-Executive Committee to pay 
m'ages and buy gasolene for two weeks until ail 
iikely ~ u h i n e ~ b  is fixed that we will have 
to be satisfied with that as a token vote. Q711&t will 
happen is this: ten or twenty thousand dollars r l l i  
havr to be advanced. L wonder w3hy thest, t h i n e  
were not anticipated? That is the way in which the 
affairs of this colony are now being transacted. 

The other point raised by the hon. jullior melr!- 
her for the City was on the question of terps. There W 
itgain the very fact that they refused to btate fol 
jvllflt terms the members of the I3oard will be ap- 
pointed is an  indication of the indecisio~l and 1111 I )  

certainty of the ~overllment a s  to how It>ltg :hey 
*ill have these buses on their hands. 

1 do not think that any member of the (rovern- 
1nen"'as conlpletely accepted the advice of t $ ~  hol: 
benior m(.mber for the City when he haid that theJ- 
"re bound to make money on tliehe bnaes. i c ; t t ~  

their actions a fear that these buses will be 01, 

ti1(.1'. hillldh for  h ~ ~ l l ~ t i l i i ~ .  1 F  they were really nation- 
alising road passenger transport and theJ- illtertLlerj 
that this 1)articnlar Board should be a permanent 
l l o d ~  and a new departure (as my colleague, tql1; 

senior member for St. Lucy seems to feel 
" r ~ l l g l ~  about) surely they should have said that 
the members shall be appointed in the first illstanc,3 
for a period of from three to five years, as the cast. 

i whole transaction. When you get down to I thinli 
aub-section 4 of Section 9, you will see that theg can 

n1aJ' be, unless removed from office under ;my of 
the provisions he-wmafter mentioned. 

cause there is that power in thr  Eill which is b c f o ~ . ~  

I hand back the buses to the new Concessionaires, be- , 7.15 p.m. 
! Absolutely no mention of the length of ti1nc. for 
:l 
y 11s; and i t  is also implied in tlie coutraet which i* "hicl1 nl?lnbers are expected to act on tL. BoarJ 

l before us;  and it is also implied in the contract ~~hicdl~ is mad(' ill the Bill. It is a completrlly unsatisfactory -? 
is made bp the blls Coneessio~iairc> and himself. I lc atate of affairs, and can only indicate as 1 saici be- 

] ?robably means that they will take over after tc- fore, that the Government hopes that this ,dorpor.i- 

1 day or after the 25th but never give back or Lion will not have to act for a longer period tha; 

I back. 1 three weeks or a month. 
We are passing a Bill no\+- rvithont qiving the As regards a direction made by the nlemioe~~ of 

1 Board f~inds, but a t  the same time we are. "Y party, I would say that I do not l l~cessar i l~  
giving i t  power to sell all these buses on whatever subscribe to the view that a member of thr liegis- 
terms they might feel like. That is to say, if ;VOLT lature .;hould be a n~eli~ber of the Board. '?hat is 
should start paying 15 years frorn now. thiq Board all I would say at  present, because this liill was 
will have to bear all of f i a t :  but we cannot say how spmng on us last night. When the policeman arrived 
much money the taxpayers will be called upon to a t  my door I thought he had come to serve a snm- 
give to the Board and thak is something which we mons; but no one there had coml~itt.ed any offeucx, 
s5ould know. 1 

and I found out that it was only a billet dowx from 

i 
We set up a Development Board and they hava the Ninister of Communications. 

not done a single thing. We are now setting up i~ As I was saying, the members of my party feel 1 Transport Board and are not giving them a cent. that a member of the Legislature should b~ on thil 

I Fut you have given them the power to bank and Board. That is a debatable point. As far  ;I;, 1 can 
borrow money; and the amount of debt which see, a member who is not beholden to the Govcr,l- 

.$, 

can incur seems to be based on the amount of revenat merit's Party would be in  a rather invidious posi- 1 lying down in the Treasury from time to time. TI.:s tion serving as a member of that Board, since th,. 

i is entirelv unsatisfactory; and the unsatisfactory terms of his tenure of office are a t  present so ~ l n c . ~ r -  

I manner in which the issue has been handled b;: t i p  tain. If he displeased the Minister, if for examp12 
Minister of Communications does not leave a good he suggested a rise in wages of the bus conductorb 1 taste in  the mouthd of honest persons; for the sirnpli. it may be embarrassing to the Minister, and he mav 

1 yeaxon that there are so many questionable thin<;s find himself off the Board. You will only get those 
poing on behind the scene that one could never feel who are prepared to be used by the Minister in (liir.3,- 1 that the affairs of the colony are in good hands. tion getting information as to what goes on at Roar.1 

1 
i What I say is this: i t  should be made clear, as meetings. What self-respecting person will serrP 
1 51- has been done in  the Natural Gas Corporatio~; on a Board in such circumstanreq? 
i 
3 
i 
3 
i 

d 
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But the members of my pasty feel that i t  is 
right that members of the Legislature should be on 
the Board, and we are supposed to be democratic. 
So if they feel so, it is my duty (a11 experience that 
has never been shared by any of the Ministers of 
this Government vis-a-vis their leader or inisleader 
as the case may be) i t  is my duty to urge it on the 
Government for consideration. But I see a lot of 
pitfalls in the proposal. It is, however, an opi:l~ui~ 
shared by individual members of my party, by some 
members of the Government's Party and by the 
majority of members on  this side of the House. 

Turning to sub-clause (1) of Clause 5 it is 
stated that the "Board shall consist of a chairman 
snd  not more than four other members, all o i  
&om shall be appointed by the Governor." Then 
sub-clause (5) lays down that a quorum shall be 
three. 
h Chairman of Committees, sir, you know from 

your ct1vl1 esperienee in this Chamber that even when 
we h a ~ e  10. 11 or 12 members appointed to a Select 
Ccmmittee i t  is difficult to get three to attend a t  
a:;y one meeting, especially if i t  is held at  the in- 
c.onrrnient hour of 2 p.m. I t  is true that members 
i ~ f  the Board \\rill 'be compensated for their services, 
ancl therefore for attending meetings; h11t it will be 
difficult to get three out of five to attend meetings of 
a Board which should be as active as  this Board 
should hope to be if i t  is going to mhke a success ofl 
its business. I would therefore like to snpport the 
point made by the honourable junior mem'ber for St. 
1 ucy in that respect.. 

afr. AI;,T,DER: ATr. Cnairman, I agree with the 
view expressed about sub-clause which disqualjfies a 
member of the Legislature from being a member of 
this Board. I feel that it is a direct attack upon 
the fair name and privileges of mem'b(3rs of the 
Lepislat~lre. The sub-clause is absolutely unneces- 
sary, because if you did not want to appoint mem- 
bers of the T~egislatnrc to the Board yen do not need 
to insert that sub-clause. 

Iron. X. E. COX: If the honourable member 
will give way for a moment, I will remind him that 
tlie :;time provision appcnrs in the Natural Gas Cor- 
p-raticn Act which was passed by this I-Iouse. I t  is 
nothing new that are trying to put on the House. 

JFr. ALIT~DER: That does not make i t  right. 
We cannot blindly take things which apply to one 
thing and make them apply to another thing. The 
honourable member should also remember that the 
Board of Agriculture has members from both 
branches of the Legislature on i t ;  the Board which 
controls the exportation of sugar and molasses has 
nlem'bers of the Legislature on it, and the same thing 
is true of the Housing Board and the Hospital h d -  
visor~i Committee. Because members shortsightedly 
agreed to the insertion of such a provision in the 
Natural Gas Corporation Act i t  does not mean that 
wTe should agree to i t  here. 

The provision indicates the feelings of the Gov- 
ernment as regards members of the L~egislature 
whether from this Chamber or from the Other Place. 
I r e ~ a r d  it as a direct insult to the members of the 
Legislature. All honourable members should vote 
for its deletion. Tt should not be regarded as a 
party issue, 'but as  a matter of avoiding son~ething 
derogatory to members of the Legislature. 

As I have said, taking i t  out does not mean that 
YOU need appoillt members of the Legislature to the 

,Roard. I t  is left entirely to your judgment. 1 
~vill  say now that if the assistance of members of 
the T~egislature is sought on this Board, much of thc 
c!ilemma in which the Government findc: itself nil1 be 

;l voided ; becauae the Board will have the sympathy 
and the knowledge which members of the Legislature 
can impart to these committees. i t  will be a matter of 
bharing responsibility, and not a s  the Minister seems 
to feel that some harm will be done. 
7.25 p.m. 

k'ou get less trouble because members assist you 
in formulating policy as far  as these Boards are 
concerned. Another thing, the Boards on whicb 
members cf the Legislature hit are run inore care- 
fully than Boards on which nonmembers of the 
Legislature sit, because the members of the Legisln- 
ture on those Boards -always have in  view the re- 
action of the public and the criticisnl against whici~ 
they would come up. 

I am saying that 1 regret that I have to make 
such a suggestion; and we on this side of the Tab10 
should really not be so willing to offer our services 
and opinions to the Government because Government 
does not t ry to solicit them. I only rose on this 
point because I feel that this reference to mem'bers 
of both Honses of the T~egislature is too pointing. 

I am going to move that  sub-clause (3) of 
Clause 5 be deleted. As I have said, it does not com- 
pel the Executive Committee to appoint members :)E 
the Legislature on the Board, but you are free in 
(ase you  ai ant to see any talent, (not necessarily 
from this side of the Table) to make use of it. I 
hope honourable members will see that 1 have not 
made a motion to embarrass anybody; i t  is just one 
to preserve the name and inTegrity of memb~rs  df 
both Houses of the Legislature. 

Mr. TUDOR: I beg to second that. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I want to assure thr hon- 

ourable senior member for St. John that there ir a 
vast difference between the Housing Board, t h ~  
Agricultural Board, and a commercial concern. Th* 
Housing Board cannot spend two cents unless i t  
has been completely threshed out here. T t  is not a 
Board that has p w e r  like the Natural Gas Cor- 
poration which can buy and sell. 

This sub-section (3) of Sectioil 5, is only repeat- 
ing a principle repeated with the Natural Gas Cor- 
poration. Cannot you see that the most innocent 
illarl placed in this position may be accused of just 
i g c  Lpiug his fneilcls in buying and selling? What 
1.1en~ber would iike to 'be placed i n  a position where 
11i5 interest and his duty would clash? 

1 say this is just ordinary principle when i t  
comes to business affairs. I t  is the same as mem- 
bers of a Vestry caunot buy and sell to theulsrlves. 
This is a principle enshrined in  all Legiblatures 
where public bodies, are concerned. I repeat that 
there is a vast difference between this Transpart 
Corporation and the Housing Board; although i 
m u m  say that now we have Ministerial system of 
Government there should be a n  Advisory Board to 
every department of Government, but the old system 
/of a Transportation Board should die. 

When we put this sub-section in this sectiou 
we are merely putting again on the Statute BOOI~ 
a reminder of the principle that where a  legislature 
is concerned you should not put. a member in an 
embarrassing position. 

Tt is only necessary to draw to Your IIonour7:; 
attention that the Agricultural Board and the 
Housing Board are different fror,l the Katuml Clas 
C'orporation. I say that members of the Legislature 
should run far  from serving on a Board like this. 
I ask the Committee to pardon me for repeating 
that so long as your own interest and your duty to 
the community as a legislator may clash, it is not a 

1 bad thing nor is i t  a bad principle to enshrine that 
I a menlber of either House of the Legislature should 
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be disqualified from being appoinhd or being :: 
member of a Board like this. I t  is a proper thiug 
to let i t  be patent that  a legislator should not be 
put in  a position, whether he be the most innocent 
man, where he may be construed in helping his 
friends or hating somebody whom he thinks is his 
enemy. 

Mr. ALLDER: What I am suggesting, if the 
honourable member's statement is true, is that he 
need  JIG^ put the sub-section in the Act; all you 
need to do is not to appoint any member of tile 
Legislature on this Board. 

I will only ask the Hon. Premier one question : 
what Board is i t  that does not spend more of thta 
taxpayers money than the Housing Board? There 
is none as fa r  as I know. I presume there is no 
Board on which members sit who give jobs to all 
theil: political friends more than the Housing Board; 
therefore, the honourable member's arguinent does 
not hold water. 

What I sam saying is: if it is wrong to have 
members of Legislature on that Board, do not ap- 
point them, but do not put this sub-section on the 
Statute Book. Do not let i t  be seen that they are 
disqualified, because they are members of the 1,tg- 
islature. As a matter of fact, I do not expact you 
to do it if you think it is wrong. 
7.35 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I should like to 
make my contribution to this debate on this partic- 
ular point. I feel that this attitude towards th,. 
Legislature is really directed towards the House, 
because when such Committees are set up members 
of the Other Place are put on them. 

This Chamber is a branch of the Legislature 
that represents the people; this is the Branch of 
the Legislature whose members should be trainec~ 
for Ministerial Status and for accepting the respon- 
sibilities of Government. You cannot exclude then1 
from everything; that is the way how people get to 
understand the work of a Ministry. 

It is strange to find that the moment the Gov- 
ernment of this country is placed in  the h a n k  
purely of members of this House that they should 
say that no legislator should be placed on these 
Boards. You must sit and hear everything froin 
them. You must not come in here with any first 
hand knowledge because they want to fool you. 

Members of the legislature should have inform- 
ation on all important business. You cannot tell 
them that they are members who would not buy 
gronnd provisions when they- have to buy them all 
the time; b t ~ t  to tell me that a member of the Other 
Place must say when we come into this House what 
we are to discuss-T have not heard of i t ;  but 1 can 
represent the people. 

Gorrrnment feels that I must secrete myself; 
I must get shut up in  some water tight cornpart. 
ment; you cannot do it. In my opinion i t  is wrong 
that you should insert in this Bill subclause 3 of 
Clause 3 which disqualifies a legislator from mpm- 
bership of this proposed Board. The Governor-in- 
Ext.cnti\c. Committee has: i t  in their pov'er to do 
what t11c.j- like about i t ;  and if i t  is in their p o w r  to 
appoint, lrpi\latop 011 such Board and they do not 
what they like about i t ;  and if i t  is their power to 
appoint legislators on such Board and they do not 
feel to do it, well do not do it. They are setting nj) 
a Board ~vhich thev have no right to dabble in. 

I say again that you should not specifically 
exclude members of the Legislature from it, because 
to-morrow if there should be another Government. 
i t  might be the policy of that aew Government to 
allow i t  and the difficulty would be that you would 

have already had a law there to prevent it. Thvt 
does not happen i n  England. A~iybody who reach?& 
the age of 21 years has a right to be in the ,Legislit 
ture because they must come in absolutely pure. 

If you stipulated in here that there should ba 
appointed on this proposed Board two members 
from the House and one from the Legislative Coun. 
cil, that might be considered as reasonable; but they 
are not going as fa r  as that. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I am willing 
to accept the amendment made by the hon. senicr 
inember for St. John which relates to clause 3 ;  but 
11 would still make i t  clear that i t  is not really the 
intention of this Government to appoint nielnb~rs 
of the Legislature to the proposed Transport 
Board. 

Hon. G. IT. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, the Hotl. 
Minister has made i t  clear. As long as I am :X 

member of this Government, no member of the 
Legislature will hold a n  appointfi~ent on a t r a d i ~ q  
Board; therefore, do not think that you are getting 
a victory out of it. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I am not think 
ing that I have succeeded in any victory. I wa* 
not here and I should just like to know for how 
long you are appointing the n ~ e ~ b e r s  of this Board; 
because ss  the Bill happens to stand now it meal15 
that the appointment will be for life. [A VOICE. 
No.] If you appoint them without some specifir: 
reference to the duration of their term of office you 
will have to find an  excuse for getting them off the 
Board if and when you think it advisable to do 50. 

Tn other words you will have to insult the man by 
firing him off the Board. 

If you think that the appointment should Lt. 
for three years then appoint him for three yearn. 
If you should appoint to this Board somebody 
}dho is a drone, how are you going to get rid of 
him? You will have to use the powers in subsec. 
tion 1 of Section 7 in order to remove him from 
office. But I do not think yo11 should place your- 
self in  that position. It may serve a certain pur- 
pose to say that a member of the Board is no good; 
but then surely you do not wish to spoil his char- 
acter. 

Let us amend this Bill by inserting a specifit. 
term; I would say a term not exceeding five years; 
so that you can appoint some members for two, 
three or five years as desired and let them be eligi- 
ble for reappointment; or you may appoint netv 
ones as you think fit. 

If you put anybody there, so long as they sit 
down there though they do not offend you, the; 
may be cutting the ground from under your feet, 
but you have got to wait until you have caught 
them out with this sinister -defamatory Clans? 
before you can take steps to remove them. You 
may hear a rumour that is untrue; can you go and 
shove somebody off the Board? EIave we not arglncti 
that point in  here already? Could we not accept a 
term of f i ~ e  years? Let i t  be for a term not exceed- 
ing five years but do not appoint people to thl? 
Board for life. There is no time to the appoinf- 
ment here and therefore hon. members must concludc 
that the appointment is for life. 

Take the case of the Legislative Council, fo!- 
instance: once they used to be appointed for  life; 
and when that was changed you could not change 
the terms of the appointments of those who had 
first been appointed for life. There is an Act 
somewhere in  the law of Barbados that would sh:,,? 
some light on this qnestion: but T cannot now find 
n*l~rre i t  i<. 
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Mr. Chairman, I am suggesting that the amend- 
merit could easily be inserted. The Director ot 
Highways and Transport should be on the Board for 
the full period. If you felt so to do, you might 
appoint somebody else for a term of two years or 
thereabout to t ry  them out. I am suggesting that 
in subclause 1 we should put  it at  the end thereof. 
Perhaps I should read the whole Clause:- 

"5. (1) The Board shall consist of a chair- 
man and not more than four members, all of whorn 
shall be appointed by the GOT-ernor-in-Executive 
Committee. " 

I know that there is a technicality heye. I t  is 
that if you amend the end of a Clause or a sentence 
you cannot go back and amend the beginning; you 
might get into trouble. I hear that, there is already 
an amendment setting out the term, for not less than 
three years. 1 am. therefore suggesting that the 
last line of subclause 1 of Clause 5 be amended t o  
read as follows:- 

"appointed by the Governor-in-Executive Corn- 
lnittee for a period not exceeding five years" by 
adding after the word Committee the words "for a 
periodl of five years." 

If the hon. member would suggest to me thrcc 
years instead of five I would accept that. 

We really want an out and out so~ialist to start 
this Transport Board; if not, you are going to lose 
ont. [Laughter]. You might find somebody in the 
island who puuld be willing to start you off for a year 
(having had the necessary experience) and you will 
probably find that in that way you will get the best 
start in  the world. If that person is successful they 
will be eligible for re-appointment and they will get 
cnother term. But do not appoint anybody there 
for life as you are doing now. Otherwise you have 
got to make your own rules and defan~e him in order 
to-get r id of him. 

I feel that the amendment wrhich I have sug- 
gested is the proper thing. You will find that upon 
inviting people to membership, of this Board lhey 
may say to you: "You are asking me to be there. 
and yet you have not told me for how long 1 shall 
be there." The Government may not like the way 
you comb your hair;  and then soniebody meets you 
and says to you: "Hey! I thought you were on the 
Transport Board." The person replies: "No; I a n  
not there, the Government did not want me." 

Do not get someone off the Board and tell them 
that you are using clanse so and so. There are many 
people who feel that the Government will not suc- 
eeed in this project. I would like to see you succeed 
because I hope that you will bring in a Bill soon to 
run all the public utility services in  this island. Do 
not fall for the conservative cluggestion of setting up  
a Public Utility Board. That is what makes me feel 
that you let Socialists down. 
7.45 p.m. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The honourable member 
does not have the slightest bit of Irish blood in him. 
1 said I do not want to teach elementary law to  
people who do not want to learn law. I did not mean 
the honourable member. He should gct his law' 
from other sources. 

The Interpretation Act says that  when power is 
riven to  a man to appoint, ipso fmto power is given 
to dismiss. Members of the Legislative Council, 
like judges, are appointed at the pleasure of the 
Grown. If you did not put  in  the word pleasure, 
T'OU would have to fall back on the provision of the 
Tnterpretation Act. 

A11 the other ~ o i n t s  that the honourable mem- 
ber made have been rovered except that it may 

'be rather inconvenient if we did not have the section 
to which he referred. We have to face facts. sup- 
pose some expert happend to be here and willing to 
give his service, someone will have to faae up to it. 
You may incur the displeasure of a n  individual 
member who will have to vacate his seat to let the 
expert sit on the Board for six months. You could 
probably get the expert to attend the meetings of the 
Board as a friend. 

The absence of a timte limit does not put a rnan 
on the Board for life. If you specifically say that 
the only grounds on which he can be fired are so 
and so, he can sit there and say you cannot fire him. 
That is why we had to change the Execut i~~e  Com- 
mittee Act the other day. 

Some people felt that when people were appointed 
at  the beginning of the session they had a seat until 
khe dissolution of the Legislature. AS soon as we 
had the 3finisterial System whereby Ministers are 
app~i i l t rd  for a limited time he could throw. this 
Act a t  you. 

I repeat that everything is covered by saying 
ing that a member of the Board shall hold and 
vacate office in  accordance with the terms of hie ap- 
pointment etc. I felt it my duty to get up  and point 
out that it is incorrect t o  interpret that as  appoil~t- 
k-i~rnt for life. 
7.55 p.m. 

Ikfr. L'EWIS : Mr. Chairman, I am perfectly 
willing to accept the Hon. Premier's law, but I am 
bound to remind him that he lost his reputation as 
R lawyer when he said: "YOU could summon the 
Editor of a newspaper to the Bar of this House." 

Hon. G. H. ADIAMS: Who said 1 was wrong? 
T made it clear that you could not arrest him. Why 
did the honourable junior member for St. ,Tames 
sac he could not give his opinion; he preferred to 
suspend his opinion? 

Xr. LrE\VIS: Now; Ms. Chairman, I would just 
like to say, (since the Hon. Premier has regained his 
 puta at ion as a lawyer) that you have in  this Clause 
that the power of appointment rests with the Gov- 
ernor-in-Executive Comraittee; yet you have gone 
out of your way and put  in a Clause to say that 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee may a t  any 
time remove from office all or  so many of the mem- 
bers of the Board as he may consider necessary. 

If you say, that  the Interpretation Act covers 
dismissals, then that Clanse would be superfluous. You 
say here in sub-section ( 2 )  that every ?ember of 
?he Board shall hold and vacate hie office m word- 
ance with the terms of his appointment and shall on 
ceasing to be a member be eligible for  w-appoint- 
ment. That does not mean they can f i ~ e  him out 
of the ofice. 

Hon. G. H. ADANS: If the honourable member 
~vill  judt give way, I would just like to  sap that if 
I were a draftsman, a nnmber of things in drafting 
I would not do. 

Section 7 says that the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee may a t  any time remove from office all or 
so many of the members as he may consider necessary 
in  the interest of the effective and economical per- 
formance of the functions of the Board. That means 
the (+overnor-in-Xxecutive Committee cannot remove 
a member because he d w s  not like the colour of hisl 
hair. The only reason that i t  is put  there is t o  pre- 
vent arbitrary dismissals. 

You sap on what ground you can dismiss. You 
qsy his retnoval will help the effective m k i n g  of 
the Board, hut  you cannot remove a man just because 
he icl T~ord Chancellor or because h. is a non-caonform- 
ist. This sortion pr~vents  the Go- erno or-in-Execn- 
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tive Committee from arbitrarily renloving a nlaa 
f r ~ m  the Board. 

Mr. bEW1.S: 1 see according to sub-section (2) 
t:yery member of the Board shall hold and vacate 
his office in accordance with the terms of his appoint- 
inent. That strikes me as a voluntary action. 

If you say, "every member of the Board shall 
hold and vacate his office in accordance with the 
terms of his appointmel~t and shall on ceasing to be 
& member, be eligible for re-appointment," that 
~;ounds as if you can appoint people for varying 
.terms. Do you mean that? 

T h e  qwestion, tha.t the words which were pro- 
posed to be oddled do %our stnyud part, was put a r ~ ~ d  
resolved iru th,e affildnontive. the Committee dividing 
as f o l l ~ s  :- 

i 
1 

Ayes :  non.  G. H .  ADABIS, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. 
C. E. TALMA, Hon. R. G. &PP, MT. H O I ~ E R  ancl i 

I Mr. BKYAX-6. 

i A-oes: Nr. VAr-c ITr. riLLT)ER, E, I~~~~~ 
and l f r .  TIJDOR-4. Z 

i The Clmse stand part was the, 
put and rpsolvetl in the uff irr~~ative withosrt division. 
8.05 p.m. 

Clause 6 mm miled. 
Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 

that Clause 6 stand part. 
Iron. C'. E. T A L I U :  T beg to second that. 
The  question that Clalbse 6 stafid part o f  the Bill 

iu~psl put a d  resoll.l'ed in fhe ad imat iue  to?'tltollf 
c?iv.im'on. 

Gla~cse 7 was called. I t  vaads m foh!ows:- 
7. (1) The Governor-in-Executive Committee 

may a t  any time remove from officfe all or so many 
of the members of the Board as he may consider 
necessary in thme interests of the effective and econo- 
mica1 performance of the functions of the Board. 

1 (2) The Governor-in-Executive Committee 
may at  any time remove from office an;' member of 
th'e Board who has become incapable through ill- 
health, of performing efficiently his duties as such 

HOUSE 
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l io l l .  AI. E. COX: bk. Chairman, I beg to accept 
that anlendment. 

The ylic~tqojr t ha l  Clause 7 us amended stand part 
of t h r  3 1 1 1  u-u*, put o<nAd ~*esolved ilt the afirmativp 
14-itho~rt dir*i.,ion. 

Clause 8 w w  ~ ( ~ l l e d .  I t  reads as fo~1lozcis:- 
8. A meinber of the Board who has any in- 

terests in any company or concern with which the 
Board proposes to make any contract or any inter- 
ests in such contract shall disclose to the Board 
the fact of such interests and the nature thereof, 
anld such disclosure that he recorded in the minutes 
of the Board and such member shall take no part ie  
any deliberation or discussion of the Board relating 
to such contract. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I beg to 
move than stand part. 

13011. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEV71S : Mr. Chairman, something irregu- 

1ar in this Clause strikes mj- eye. In  the last line 
you have: "shall take no part in any deliberation 
~r (lisc~ssiori"; do you not think you should add 
the 11 ord 'vote" there ? T have not read the Bill so 
well today, but i t  seeills to me that  according to the 
wording of the clause a member need not take part 
in any deliberation, but m~hen the time coines to  
rote he car1 vote. He cannot talk;  he may only 
v o t ~ .  

At least that iq the  iinpression which I get upon 
i.eaclillg clause. H,, cannot talk, but then he 
,,,, ,ralk ill n.hcn the tilne conies alld he can vote. 
What is tha t?  1 beg to move that the words "nor 
rote thereon" be at the end of the clause. 

Hon. &I. 3. COX: Mr. Chairman, I beg to  
a c ~ p t  that amendment. 

The question tha,t Clatme 8 as amc?zded stand 
part of  the Bill was p ~ ~ t  a~nd resolved ini the affirma- 
tilsp .;r,ithozct dhisiolL. 

Clause 9 was called. 
Iron. 11. E .  COX: Mr. Chairman, 1 beg to 

I move that Clause 9 stand part. 
I'lon. C. E. TALMA: T beg to second that. 

member, or who has been absent from all the meet- 
ings of the Roard during a period of six months. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I think that in 
Clause 9 me begin to get to the most important part 

Hon. M. E. COlX. Mr. chairman. 1 ' 1 1 ~ ~  to lllove I of this Bill. It is the Clause which lays down the 
that Clause 7 stand part i 

Hon. C. E. TATIMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I am asking the 

honourable senior member for St. Joseph to assist 
me here in reading sub-clause 2 of this I 
suppose it is necessary to read the whole s u b - c l a ~ ~ ~  
to  pet thc gist of it. 

(2)  The G ~ l ' p ~ 1 l 0 ~ . i ~ - E ~ e ~ ~ ~ t i ~ ~ ~  COmn2ittPp 
may at  any timt. remort. from office an? member of 

9 the Board who ha4 become incapable through ill- 
1 health, of p e r f o r n ~ i n ~  efficiently his duties such 
i: member. or vhc   ha^ 1j~en absent from all the meet- 

1 'ings of the Board dllring a period of six ruonths, 
The poillt I all1 about to make 1 have seen in the 

1 other (xatural corporation Act, 1950) 
i it must qlippe(l the cronn l,an ofticer, as the 
S Clause I I O ~  staiids, the phrase, "such member" can 
1 be construed as a member incapable of performing 
"s his duties (>fficipntlv olving to il]-health, ~ h ~ +  is all 
v that i t  can mean; and I am of the opinion that those 

promise of this Board 
I just want the Hon. Minister of Communica- 

tions to enlighten ine oil certain points. I t  says 
here subject to the provisions of Motor Vehicles 
and Road Traffic Act, 1937: (a)  to carry goods and 
passengers by road within the island;" can he tell 
me whether "goods" means any reference to pas- 
sengers or whether it is a freight service? 1 ~hon ld  
lilrc to k1107.\- that 

Hon. A l .  E. COX: i\fr. Chairman, so far  a s  
transpo~tation is concerned, goods are  also taken 
along with the passengers; and these goods can be 
any kind of goods. There is no restriction a t  present. 
The buses especially the St. J O s e ~ h  and St. 
Andrew buses, are fitted with convenient back seats 
to """S quite a lot of luggage; alld these are a'- 
lowed to carry both luggage and passengers. 

RIr. TUDOR: Tt was just that that I wanted 
to know. I did not quite understand that that was 
actually the position. When you say "carry goods" 

j words: "as such mem%er" should be taken out. Iti I I take it to mean the sort of trade a rnotor lorry 

i I geiicrallj- does. T therefore wanted to know if this has been ('opied badly and looks to me that it car1 Rill 7rhS asking thp Board for that 1 Fhear no other interpretation than the one I have just 
mentioned. ! 

a Hon. G. H. ADAM$%: For a certain reason, I" 
a p e e  rn-ith the honourable junior memb,Pr for the 

j C'ity. T do not saying remove the lvords. uof 
: such member. " 

8.15 p.m. 
There is one other poiiit that I w o ~ ~ l d  like to 

make now that am on lily feet. Is  Paragraph. 
( a )  of thiq clal~s(. llecessary? Paragraph (a)  says 
"to carry  good^. and pas~engers by roacl within the 

l 
F 
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island." Paragraph (b) says, "to provide, main- 
tain and operate a passenger road transport service. 
Is i t  absolutely necessary to have both of those 
paragraphs? Does (b) provide for something more 
than is contemplated in (a)  F 

Hon. M. E .  COX: The hon. member ~irill 
remember that in the days of the train, the train 
used to carry baskets and other luggage to the 
various destinations of the passengers. If we are 
providing a proper type bus service it ~vi l l  be ne- 
cessary to have accommodation in buses for the 
carrying of luggage. 

Tlzs qz~estiofz that Clause 9 stand part was put 
and agreed to without division. 

Clause 10 was called. I t  reads as follows:- 
10. (1) The Governor-in-Executive Committee 

may, after consultation with the Board, give to the 
Board directions of a general character as to the 
exercise aizd performance by the Board of their 
functions in relation to matters which appear to 
him to affect the public interest, aizd the Board shall 
give effect to any such directions. 

(2) I n  framing progTamines of reorganisa- 
tion or development involving substantial outlay on 
capital account, the Board shall act on lines settled 
from time to time with the approval of the Gov- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee. 

(3)  The Board shall furnish to the Gov- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee snch returns, ac- 
counts and other information with respect to their 
property and activities as he may from time to time 
zequire. 

(4) Without prejudice to the provisions of 
the last preceding subsection, the Board shall, as 
soon as possible after the end of each financial year 
of the Board, make to the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee a report on the exercise and perform- 
ance by them of their functions during that year 
2nd on their policy and programmes and the Gov- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee shall cause a copy 
of every such report to be laid before each House of 
the Legislature. 

Mr. LEITTIS: Mr. Chairman, this is a serious 
olause. The hon. senior member for St. Joseph said 
himself that the Executive would not interfere with 
the Boarcl. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, the hon. 
junior member for St. Lucy trotted out the whole 
of the 1947 United Kingdom Act. This contains the 
same provision. The Minister in England gives 
general directions. We are not going to ask them 
to tell us horn much gasolene they use every day; but 
general directions will be given. 

Mr. LE'CVIS: Sub-clause (1) says a t  the outset 
that the Board will get the general idea of what they 
must do from the Executive. There is something in 
sub-clause (2 ) .  With regard to sttb-clause (3)  i t  
seems to me that that is where the Legislature will 
have to come in. I n  respect of sub-clause (4) I 
would like to asl; when does the financial year in 
 elation to the Board begin and end. Does i t  mean 
the financial year of the colony? Suppose the 
Executive forgets to put the Report before the 
Legislature. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: With you in 

-the House?] R4nmour has i t  that I may not be in the 
House. That is why I have to take an early oppor- 
tunity to see that this is in  order. 

I am serious. I have had to  point this out 
~ l r eady .  You say that the report must be put "as 

-'soon as possible" before each House of the Legis- 
kture .  I would prefer the words "both Houses of 
the Legislature" if that would be acceptable. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I accept that. 
Mr. LEWIS,: As regards this part  about the 

Board having to get general directions from the 
Executive, it does seem to me that  you are going 
to hamstring the Board.-Another question is whether 
the Board will have its own auditor or  whether the 
Auditor General ~vill  audit its accounts. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The point in  sub-clause 
(3) is that today if the Executive is satisfied i t  does 
not worry to call for accounts. It is accounts more 
than anything else that is bringing us into this 
business. We want to match ca re f~~ l ly  the ~xpendi-  
lture and satisfy ourselves that the buses can be 
i n n  a t  a profit and that they are being run a t  a 
profit. 

TAP qucstion that Clnz~sc 10 as nn~eqlded stand 
part 1nns pwt a ~ ~ d  agreetZ to  without division. 

Cllam2~ss 11 was called. I t  reads as follows :- 
11. The Governor-in-Executive Committee may 

authorise the Bosrcl to purchase con~pulsorily any 
land ~3,llich they require for any purpose connected 
with the discharge of their functions, and the Land 
Acquisition Act, 1949, shall apply with the neces- 
sary modifications and adaptations. 

Hon. 31. E. C O X  gnoved ssconded b y  Hon. C. 
E. T A L M A  that Clause 11 stand p w t .  

Mr. TUDlOR,: Mr. Chairman, there is one thing 
that I \vould like the iXinister to say. I would like to 

if i t  is sufficient to say "purchase compulsorily 
any band etc." or whether you should not say 
"where necessary" or something like that. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: You will have to take i t  for 
granted that i t  is necessary. 
B.25 D.m. 

The  question that Glailcse 11 stand part was put 
and agreed to withlout division. 

Clazlse 12 - was ccbled. I t  reads as follows:- 
"Nothing in this Act shail be deemed to exempt 

the Board from liability for any tax, duty, rate, levy 
or other charge whatsoever, whether general or 
local. " 

IIon. 31. E. COX: I beg to move that Clause 12, 
stand part of this Bill. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that. 
Mr. LEMTIS : Mr. Chairman, I was hoping that 

the honourable senior member for St. IAUC~ mould 
hare been in his plwe when we were dealing with 
this section. Talking of gasolene, he should have 
only talked about that when we were dealing with 
this qection. However, I would like to say froml 
what I see here, you cannot get tax-free gasolene. 
Perhaps, i t  w d d  be a good thing to give tax-free 
gasolene to the other people. I take i t  that  if the 
Government eventually decides on the 15% rebate 
on gasolene that this corporation will get it too. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, with respect to 
Clause 12, there was a question which I wanted to 
ask as long ago as when we were speaking on the 
second reading of this Bill. As I understand it, 
some of these buses will be under the control of this 
Board. I t  follows therefore, that some cmpensa- 
tion will be paid to the people who owned those buses. 

I really wanted to ask earlier i n  the day whether 
the compensation to be paid from the money handed 
over to the Board would become taxable as income, 
or whether i t  would have been taxable as being part 
of the company's tax. 

I'lze qtiestio,jt that Clause I2, stalzd part was puC 
nnd resolved in t71,e ajqiwnatiaa without division. 

Glcuse 13 - w m  called. I t  reads as follows:- 
The I;imitation (Public Authorities) Act, 1955, 

shall apply in respect of an act, neglect or default 
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done or committed by a servant of the Board ill his 
capacity as a servant or agent of theirs." 

Mr. GODDrlRD: This Clause reads as fol- 
lows :- 

"The Limitation (Public Authorities) Set ,  1955, 
shall apply in respect of an act, neglect or d e f a ~ ~ l t  
done or aoamittee by the Board in his capacity as a 
servant or agent of theirs." 

NoTV the of limitation of against 
public authorities uuder the Act of 1955 is that of 
one year; but does that apply to accidents on the 
road or is that ollly applicable to statutory i1eglect? 
Jf it applies to ordinary employees of buses, in the 
case of accidents i t  would I think create hardships 
because in many of these cases a person cannot dc- 
terrnine the amount of damage or the nature of dam- 
age until sometime afterwards. I lino~v of a case of 
that llature which Tt7as brought three years after- 
wards. I ask again : does this apply to cases of 
accidelzts in this respect ? 

Hen. G. H. ADmIS: You have simple accidents 
~s well as gross accidents. There is nothing to pre- 
vent (if you sue for say 5100 damages and then you 
have evidellce to show that yolir injury is more 
than 5100,) your asking the court to anlelzd it to 
S500. Paragraph 4 of the Limitation Act, read3 as 
follows :- 

"If 011 the date when any right of action accrued 
for which a period of limitation is prescribed by t h h  
-4ct, the person to ~vhon? it accrned was under a 
disability, the actioiz may he bronght at any time 
hefore the ex2iration of one year from the date when 
the person ceased to be under a disability or died, 
:,,hichever event first occurred, notwithstanding that ' 
the period of limitation has expired". 

I do not thilllc the danger which the honourable 
ineaber forsees is ever likely to arise. -4nybody'q 
~olicitor will tell the other party's solicitor: "I will 
slle withill a year, but as regards to 111~ clients's 
illness, I callnot tell you the amount of damages to 
which he is entitled. 

The q~besfion that  Clause 13, sta~zrl part was put 
and resolved i n  the afirnzative wifhozct division. 

CLa,zcse 14 Was called. I t  reads as follows:- 
"The Board sha,ll appoint such officers, agents 

and servants as the Roard may fro111 time to time 
determine and there shall be paid to them alch 
salaries, remunerations and allolr-nnces as the Roard 
may determine with the approval of the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee. " 

IIon. M. E. CO'X : 1 beg to move that Clause 14, 
sta:?tI part. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. ALLDER: I would like to know from the 

Hon. Minister if he can tell u s  what are the con- 
ditions on which old employees of these companies 
mould be taken 011 by the 'l'ransl>ort Board, and i i  
provisions would be made to pension such persons. 

Mr. chairmall, I wish to ask for a recommittal 
of Clause 14;  and I should like a t  the same time 
for the Hon. Minister of Communications to tell us 
what are the colzditions under which the old em- 
&loyws of the existing companies will lie allowed t o  
cont inu~ in the service nnder Government control, 
and w.hether pro~ision would bs  made to pension 

elnployees? [VOICES : How can we answer 
%hose questions $1 

Hon. M. E. COX: I have already explained that 
the Board has power to grant pensioas. 

Mr. L~EWIS: The hon. senior inember for St. 
John wants to know if the Boveriznlent would give 
illem any pension. 

HOUSE -- 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The hon. senior member 
for St. John has whispered to  the hon. junior mem- I 
ber for Christ Church saying that he is going to 
put us in a hole now. There is nothing to prevent A 
the company of Goddards Ltd or ally other firm 
from applying a pension scheme. On the other 
hand, when the Minister of Social Services gets into 
his stride on inatters of social security he may say 
that there should be a pension systelll ill every 
business of the island. 

The  question, that Clause 14 stand part urais put 
aa;d resolved in the  affirmative zuz;thozct division. 
, Clause 15 was called. 

I t  reads m follows :- 
15. The Board may, with the approval of the 

Governor-in-Executive Committee, 'borrow by way 
of loan, overdraft or otherwise, such sums as the 
Board may require for meeting their obligations or 
discharging their functions under this Act. 

Hon. M. E. COX : Mr. Chairman I beg to move 
that Clause 15 stand part. 

* 
Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  I notice that they have only given 

t!lem powers of borrowing. But  the Natural Gas Act 
says that you can both borrow money and issue 
debenture stock for certain purposes. 

T h e  questiom that CFcnuse 15 star~d part was put 
~ n d  9-esolved irh the a f f h t i v e  uiith'out d i v s o n .  

Clazcse 16 was called. I t  reads as follows:- 
16. The Board shall charge to revenue in 

every year all charges ~vhich are proper to be made 
to  revenue, including, in  particular, proper adloca- 

, tions to general revenue and proper provision for 
depreciation or renewal of assets. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that clause 16 stand part. 

Hon. C. E .  TAbMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Chairman, I wonder if I 

should make this appeal To the Hon. Minister of 
Commullications. I n  Clause 16 I read the follow- 
{ing .+-- 

"The Board shall charge to revenue in every 
year all charges which are proper to be made to  
sevenue, including, in particular, proper allocations h 
to  general revenue and proper provision for depre- 
ciation or renewal of assets." 

NOW I thinlr that some explanation is needed 
there. ~f I i t  i t  means that 
depreciation is to be to revenue; it is not 

plain. is an If 
you are going to credit i t  to revenue-then 1 do 
fiat know [A VOICE : It is something you are 
getting back.] I n  any case all of that will go back 

capital. 
Somebody says you are getting 'back something. 

However I know that i t  is of no use making this 
point. I aln not asking the Government to go 

? 

into ally expert accounting. This is just a con- 
,glomeration of words which I am somewhat a t  a 
loss to unclerstand. you cannot borrow* money except 
you must charge i t  revenue. 

I am saying I do not know what depreciation 
b .  

of revenue means. I hope there is no confusion there. 
~f Government are experts a t  this let them tell us 
and I lnay be able to see with them. 

The qzcestion that  Clazcse 16 stand part was pzct 
,ar;d I-esolved i n  the a,ff;irmative wifh,out divisiosz. 

Cluzue 17 z0a8 culled and passed. 
Claztse 18 was called. I t  rencr's m fot1o.w~:- 
18. (1) The Board may, with the approval of 

the Governor-in-Executive Committee, make regula- 
'tions for administering the provisions of this Act  

.. snd for giving effect to  its purposes. L.-1 + 
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(2) Regulations made under this section shall 
he laid before each IIouse of the Legislature as soon 
as possible after they are made, and if either House, 
within the period ot forty days, beginning with the 
day on which the regulations are laid before it, 
resolves that the regulations shall be annulled, the 
regulations shall thenceforth be void but without 
prejudice to the validity of anything previously 
done thereunder or to the making of new regulations. 

(S) I n  reckoning any such period of forty 
(lays as aforesaid, no account snall be taken of any 
1,ime during sthich the Houses of the Legislature are 
dissolved or prorogued or during which either House 
is adjourned for more than seven days. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to inove that Clauae 18 
stand part. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: P beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  MY. Chairman, we have come tc 

a really very serious part of this Bill. 1 ail1 asking 
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph to en 
lighten me on certain ~ o i n t s  because I am really 
c o n k e d  now. Do you mean, to tell me that the 
Regulations whicQ are going to be made bj- this Cor- 
poration would be of such a nature that we cor~ld not 
amend them? Do1 you mean to tell me that this [COT- 
qoration is going to  make Regulations that  may cur 
across other Regulations made under the Notor 
Vehicle and Road Traffic Act? 

Hon. M. E .  COX: They cannot cat  across. 
Mi .  LEWIS:  The Regulations that are mad2 

by the Natural Gas Corporation are merely made 
with the approval of the Goveriior-in-Executive 
Committee. 1 do not believe that the Regulations 
which they will be making are not Regulations which 
we will have approved. 

Do you mean to tell me that they are sending 
Regulations i n  here that we cannot amend? These 
Clauses have been copied locxsely, very  Loosely. It is 
not so in  the Natural Gas Corporation Act. I canno; 
have this Board making Regulations that will come 
i n  here and create an  offence. 

Clause 19 I notice by the way, says something 
about "offences." As a matter of fact the Natural 
Gas C"orporatioi1 does not deal with people on the 
street. The servants of the Natural Gas Corporation 
will one day be going into people's houses for the 
purposes of reading their gas meters and the Govern- 
ment has no power to make any Regulations in case 
there is any damage to  property while inside the 
premises of the consumers. 

I say again that this is a very se~ious matter. 
I do not know of anybody, except the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee, that call make these Regula- 
tions an  offence. I believe that Clauses 18 and 19 
phould be cut out and let us call this Bill a day. 

Do you mean to  tell me that Eckstein Brothers 
have been able t o  r u n  concessions without making 
regulations? Yohm have always been required to makc 
,xe&ations for them; and now you ar'e saying that 
this Board must have to  make its own regulations. 
This is a private concern now. 

Mr. Chairman, I would lilre the Other Place to 
&scover that this is a big blunder and that the 
representatives of the people were not ashamed to 
p'lss it. 
8.45 p.m, 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I cannot agree 
with Clause 18 as i t  stands. I n  the Objects and 
Realsons of this Bill we are told that i t  is modelled 
closely on the NatvSal Gas 'Corporation Act of 1950. 
I n  that Act and in  every other similar Act passed 
by this Rouse the limit and scope of the regulations 
which can be made by the subsidiary body have been 
defined. 

There are a lot of things left out i n  this Act 
without which no business concern, no body corporate 
pr incorporate mill be able to function. One aspect 
is the keeping and auditing of accounts. No mention 
is made of the auditing of the accouiits of the 
Corporation. 

Now in this Clause 18 we have made a departure 
from the usual practice of the Legislature by not de- 
fining the limit and scope of the Regulations which 
dshould be made. I n  the Natural G~as Corporation 
Act it is stated that the Corporation subject to the 
approval of the Executive may maka regulatioiis etc. 
dnd then i t  goes on to  enumerate the purposes for 
which Regulations shall be made. 

I t  is more important in a Bill like the one before 
ps that the limit and scope of' the Regulations should 
be defined became there is already a separate ad- 
visory Board which. under the provisions of the 
M ~ t o r  Vehiclm and Road Traffic Act can make regu- 
Jations for road transport in general. If we do noL 
draw a line between that Board and the Board 
envisaged in  this Bill it seems to  me that we may ruil 
into a lot of difficulties. 

It is not good to1 leave the powers granted to a 
bubsidiary body not clear and undefined, for the 
simple reason that when i t  comes to the questioning 
of any act or acts done by the particular authority i t  
will be very difficult to find out from the -4ct itselP 
whether the authority acted ultra wires or not. If this 
Bill is modelled on the Natural Gas Corporation Act, 
it seems to me that  the Government should have 
copied, not only those things which are irrelevant and 
which should not have been copied at all, but those 
things which can be adapted and which would be 
suitable for the corporation that we want to set up. 

There is the other aspect that alongside this cor- 
poration which we are creating there will be private 
enterprise operating buses. AN a matter of fact, the 
ideal situation from the point of view of the Govern- 
ment seems to  be that there should be one concession 
operated by them and the others by private enter- 
prise. How can you make regulations undefined in 
their limit and scope in relation to the operation 
of one or twAo concessions, when alongside those con- 
cessions there are others operated by private enter- 
prise within the limits of the regulations made under 
the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act? 

The secret of the whole matter is that it is un.. 
necessary for  this Board to  make regulations at all. 
We have a provision for the making of regulations 
ander the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act, and 
%hose Regulations can automatically apply to the 
operations of the Government's concession. The next 
;thing that will happen is that you will bring in  
Bill to  allow private Cbncessionaires to make regula- 
tions, and possibly create new criminal offences; be- 
cause right here i11 this Bill you have the employee 
of a bus service being put i n  exactly the same posi- 
tion as the Minister of Justice to the ordinary man 
on the top of the 0mnibu.s. I do not mean that in 
reference to the Hon. Minister of Communi 
cations. That is a phrase used by Lord Justice 
Bowen. 

I f  the ordinary Inan on the top of the omnibus 
tells off a conductor of the Government's concession 
he is guilty of a new criminal offence ; but in  relation 
to a concession that  has not been taken over by t h ~  
Government it may be no offence at all. 

That is an anomaly created by the provisions of 
this Bill and it is another illI&tFation> that  this legis- 
lation is ill conceived, hastv and ill considered. T 
would like to ask the Minister of Conmunications 
%his: if you are really modelling the Bill on the 
Xaturatl Gas Corporation Act why have you not 
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adapted Section 26 of that Act which defines the 
limits and scope of regulations ? 
8.55 p.m. 

Why was this Clause inserted at  all 1 Subsection 
(l), ream thus:- 

"The Hoard imy, with the appruvd of the GOV- 
ernor-ln-axecutlve Committee, luaae regulatlolls to r  
tLdmlnisterlllg the provisions of this Act and for glv- 
ing effect to its purposes." 

it relulll~s llle ol the lrhich you solnetimes 
see : L 'Drugs adlnilliatered or eardLllly eoalpounded. ) 

In the other Acts the statute we gelTer- 
ally see, "the Board niay make regulations generally 
fur carrying out the provisions of the Act;" not ad- 
ministering- the provisions of the Act. Now, they 
specify and then there is a gelleral clause a t  the end. 
[a VOICE: That is a precautionary method.] I t  
would appear to me ~vheii this whole Bill was drafted 
that somebody was sleeping. YOU then have as sub- 
clause (2) :- 

"Regulations made under this section shall be 
h i d  before each Iiouse of the Legislature as  soon as 
~ossi'ble after th'ey are made, and if either House, 
within the period of forty days beginning with the 
day on which the regulations are laid before i t  
resolves that the regulations shall be annulled, the 
regulations shall henceforth 'be void but without pre- 
judice to the validity of alzythiilg previously done 
thereunder or to the making of new rjegulations. " 

The R~gulations which this Board would make 
are only domestic i11 nature and can only affect the 
internal ecollomy of the corporation. What lie\+' con- 
Iingeneies are being mad'e by the provision of Clause 
18 of this Bill? I xonder if the Hon. lliiiister of 
'ommunications kiio~vs that hiinself and whether he 

can give an answer to the queries raised. This whole 
paragraph is complete hash. Nothing has been put to 
the public to say that you have set up a Board which 
js a step towards nationalisation. There is nothing 
Zn this Bill well thought out or drafted. 

(c) to provide such other aineiiities and facili- 
ties for passengers and other persons mak- 
ing use of the services provided by them 
as i t  ,may appear to them requisite or ex- 
pedient to provide. " 

I take it that these Regnlations would only apply 
to their domestic business. This Transport Board will 
have to apply to the Director of ~ i g h w a ~ ~ s  & Trans- 
port for a concession, therefore, they come under the 
general d i ~ c t i o n  of the Director of Highways and 
Tranwort ill so far  as  regulatio11s are concerned If 
you say, "the Board can n~ahe  regulations for its in- 
ternal govellllnent," there is llothll~g Tvrong with that. 
. 05 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS : These Regulatioiis which they 
will make can cut across anything else. This section 
is not necessary because the other six Concession- 
sires may not make them, therefore these RRgula- 
tions are not of sufficient importallce to affectb the 
Legislature. This is giving the corporatioll an  auth- 
~ r i t y  equal to that of the Go~ernor-in-Executivr, 
Committee and that is what, I am objecting to. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I suggest 
ihat we should cut out sub-clauses 2 and 3 of Clause 
p& 

Mr. LEWIS:  The phrase "for administering 
the provisions of this Act" should be amended t~ 
read: "for carrying out the provisions of this Act." 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I accept that 
amendment. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I do ncbt 
agree with that. After the words "for administer. 
ing the provisions of this Act" the Clause also adds 
"and for giving effect to its purposes." You have 
got to carry out what the Act says. 

I agree with cutting out sub-clauses 2 and 3 but 
there is no reason for not allowing the words "ad- 
ministering the provisions of this Act" to stand part 
of sub-clause 1. There is no Clause in  which I see 
the words: "carrying out the provisions of this 

I Act ;" but in "administering the provisions" of the 
If the Hon. Minister of Communications has as- Act you are carrying out the provisions of the Act 

sured us that this Bill  as thoroughly discussed in , 
Executive Committee, i t  would appear to me that the 
Executive members of this House had no sleep at all, 
Eecause i t  mlould have to be done within the last 2-2 
hours. You conie in here in matters like these and 
you say that they have been thoroughly threshed out 
Fy the legal draftsmen and members of the Execn- 
15x4: Comtt tee .  

Fortunately for us we have a bi-cameral legisla- 
ture and the same Minis+ers who get up  and defena 
;~iaccuracies aiid absurdities in the present Bill will 
come back to us 'when amendments are sent down by 
the Other Place and use the same arguments to per- 
lduade us to vote for those aln~endments, as they have 
done on several occa~ions after having ignored supges- 
lions which come from this side of the House. I t  hap- 
pens time after time. I consider every amendmmt 
sent down from the Other Place to be reflection 011 the 
iutegritp and the ability of this House. 

Hon. M. E. COX: These Regulations really would 
rtot apply in general terms to the Motor Vehicle arid 
Road Traffic Regulations, because in the final'analysis 
the Director of Highways and Transport has legal 
authority to see after transportation. The Regulations 
to which this section refers are those which come 
nnder section 9, which reads as follows: 

"Sub.j.ect to the provisions of this Act and th? 
%Totor Vehicle and Road Traffic Act, 1937, the Board 
sl~al l  have power - 

(a) to carry goods and passengers by road 
within the Tsland ; 

(b)  to provide, mdntain alld operate a pas- 
senger road transport service; 

whether in an  administrative or any other way. That 
is what I understand from all other acts.  

I-Ion. M. E.  COX : Mr. Chairman, will the hon- 
ourable junior member for the City be satisfied if 
the sub-clause is amended to add for carrying out, 
the provisions of this Act. [lIr.  LEWIS : O.K.] 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I should like 
to know why Regulations are not to be laid on the 
Table of the House. 

The qzcestion that Claiuse 18 as clime~ded stand 
part was pzct' amd resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

Clatise 19 was called I t  reads as follows:- 
19. Any person who interferes with, obstructs 

or assaults any officer, agent or servant of tilt? 
Board in the exercise of any of their powers or duties 
under this Act or any regulations made under this 
Act shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable 
cn conviction by a court of summary jurisdiction to 
s fine not exceeding two hundred dollars or to im- 
~arisonment not exceeding six months or to both such 
fine and iinprisonment. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I bag to 
move that Clause 19 part. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWTS : Mr. Chairman, I find that Clause 

19 contains one or two irreGlarites. Do you mean 
to tell me that the conductors of the motor 
companies intend to offend us. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: At present you cannot 
t ren  use bad language while waiting for a hns. Yoir 
cannot play a tambourine in a bus: if you do so, 
you have committed a n  offence. This Board will have 



some protection. That is the law of today and for 
any person who contravenes any of its provisions, 
you can call a policeman and have that person or 
persons put off the bus. 

Over and above that we have given them power 
to make and repair buses etc. When the servants 
of a Corporation are permitted to do something 
that does not come under the provisions of the Motor 
Transport Act we are not affected until they really 
know to a great extent what they have to do. Thal 
has no reference to the Regulations. 

I n  one respect the Transport Board will apply 
for a concession like the other eight people who 
have applied. But power is allowed to them to do 
other=ngs; including contracting, manufacturing 
etc. Those are its statutory functions. I t  hd- 
fuothing to do with the running of a, bus which is 
already laid down in  the Motor Traffic Act. 

I do not believe that anybody can be guilty of 
all of these offences; but I should like to reinind 
the public that there are a great many offences of 
which a person can be goilty as  the law now stands. 
You cannot smoke except on the two rear seats; that 
is one; and I have mentioned it because I notice thst 
some American called attention to this recently. Th2 
conductor can call a policeman to put  that persoo 
off according to the Regulations. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I see his point 
about a conipany or Corporation; but this is only 
to  regulate your interpal affairs. You are giving :t 

company power to make something a criminal offe~ce. 
'At one time when I first came to this House as a 
member, the position was that yo; could not put in 
a fine without the Secretary of State for the Col 
onies' approval. 

This Bill has in something about Regulatiom 
and those proposed Regulations arc not to go beforc 
the House. You are establishing a private concer.11 
which can bring a criminal case in  this colony for 
up to $200. I think that Clause l 9  follows 18. [Hon. 

.G. H. ADAMS : NO.] 
I cannot let them set up any Corporation with 

power to determine a criminal offence. The Hon. 
Minister has said that the more offences that are 
brought in  the less use there is for them. Imagine it 
you strike somebody on a bus belonging to this propo?; 
ed Corporation that you can be fined as high as $200. 
but if you got into one of those of the other Coiice~- 
sionaires you can kick the conductor and the law 
would be satisfied! Do you mean to tell me that you 
.can kick a. Natural Gas Corporation man and you can 
not do the same thing to a member of the Transport 
Board? The Natural Gas Corporation has property 
which people have no right to go and damage. That 
is a most serious thing. What have they got? Are 
they going to 'lick' down somebody? 1 hope that 
they never kill anybody. 

There is something in mhich I do not agree 
with the honourable senior member for  St. George. 
i f  we have a, long adjournment and this goes to the 
Other Place and anything is wrong with it, the Gov- 
crnment is going to get them to pass i t  no mattez 
whatever are the amendments. Government will tell 
tiiem that we are not going to do anything about its: 
do not send it back to the House because by  tlie 
25th instant they have got to have something oper 
pting. -That is what I fear. 
9.15 p.m. 

This clause says that if you break these Regu- 
letions the puni&ment is a fine of $200 or six months 
imprisonment or both fine and imprisonment. TIa7, 
is what will happen if you interfere with one type 
.of driver or conductor, but in the case of another 
..type i t  may only be a fine of five shillings. I think 

[that that must be a inisconception on the part  of 
the person who drafted this Bill. 

*There is nothing like this in the Satura l  Gas 
Corporation Act. The Natural Gas Corporation 
makes domestic arrangements and the Executive 
Committee says do i t  with our approval. i would 
take out this provision and let the other Branch of 
4he Legislature put  it back in, and then I w'ould be 
satisfied to let hLr. Speaker call me out a t  any time 
c$ the day or night and let me tell them something. 
I feel that i t  is unnecessary, and I c o u m l  that, it 
be left out, and let the Other Place put  i t  in so that 
(the Secretary of State for the Colonies can deal 
with the Attorney General directly. 

I am not allowing any private corporation to 
create criminal offences or to say that their ser- 
vants are different from anyone else. As far  as I 
can see, you will have to  be careful that you do not 
'interfere with them when they are a t  home. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: If the hon. member con, . 
tinues to say " p r i ~ a t e ' ~  when he means "public" he 
will be in trouble. This is a pu'blic corporation 
financed by the Government, and i t  is therefore 
essential to give its officers certain duties and cer- 
tain powers. This is a public corporation subject to 
the directions of the Governor-ill-Executive Commit- 
tee. I t  is permitted to operate a transport service and 
will begin operations by having vehicles placed at  
its disposal. 

If you give its offioers certain duties, it is right 
that you should seek to prevent people from 
n'bstructing them in  the carrying out of those duties. 
Clause 19 is to prevent offenders from being haled 
before the Chief Justice when they can be tried by 
a Police Magistrate. 

As regards the extent of the penalty, according 
to the Interpretation A?t any sum of money put  
ill as a penalty can &e the maximum; you do not 
l~ecessar i l~  have to put  in  the words 'not exceeding." 
Tinder this clause a magistrate can impose a line 
of three cents, but he cannot impose one of more 
ithan $200. 

As I have said, this clause is to allow you to 
t ry  people who con~mit these offences before a 
Police a g i s t r a t e  instead of a t  the Court of Grand 
Bessions. Anything to which a penalty or fine is 
attached is a misdemeanour a t  common law. You 
do not want to carry everything to the Cburt of 
Grand Sessions. I n  theory every offence should 'be 
prosecuted before that Court; but  yon pass the 
Summary Jurisdiction Act and giye the magistrate 
power to t ry  certain cases so as not to litter up 
Grand Sessions. 

I am sure that now the hon. member ha4 that 
explanation he will see that there is nothing in his 
point. This does not clash with the offences already 
provided for under the Motor Vehicles and Road 
Traffic Act. It w'ould be ultra wires to make Regu- 
lations which ~vould conflict with the Regulations 
made under thatSA&. This &<ill only aflect offences 
in respect of the operating of buses which are not 
covered in the rerulations made under the Motor 
Vehicles and Road Traffic Act. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I have one last point, I am not 
confusing this with anything already provided for. 
My point is that if the servants of the Cbrporation 
are  to be protected in this way, the serv,auts of 
other Concessionaires should lie protected in  the 
same way. 

, 9.25 p.m. 
I Mr. BARCROW - Mr. Chairman, the Hoa. Premier 

can talk until Doomsday but  he cannot convi~lce 
me. ITe can abuse, become vituperative, or do anx  



of the customary things which we expect from him. 
1 did not speak on this clause because the hon. 
1bnior nlember for the City suggested that if I did 
~ i o t  speak on i t  they would perhaps be more millillg 
to agree to its deletion. 

I moulrl lilic the honourable senior niember for 
St.  Joseph to tell me what indictable of-Fence there 
js for obstructing an officer of the Transport Board 
in  the execntion of his duty. There is no such 
oflence (whether it is the Transport Board, or the 
Poiice Force, or any statute law of Barbados), as l t  
is in England where there is an  offence in obstmct- 
ing a parish con;stable or a meniber of the Police 
2'orce in the e x w ~ ~ t i o n  of his duty. What is the 
position by this Bill ? If you a m u l t  a bus driver, 
you are liable to prosel:ution before a Magistrate of 
a Police Court and if you are convicted, you are 
liable to pay a fin? of $200. Here we are putting a 
bus coizductor and driver in a higher position, (be- 
canye he is now ail eiilployee of the Government) 
thall a Illember of the Barbados Police Force who has 
f a r  more serious duties to perforin and who has to 
cope mith criiniiials from day to day. 

What I am pointing out is that this Bill is ill- 
considered and that this Clause was never intended 
to be insertecl in a Bill of t h ~ s  izat~~re.  Tiiere is no 
reason why the employees working in Government 
Transport should be in a prisileged position in  con- 
tradistin,:tion mith the employees of other public 
transport. The honourable wnior lnenzber for St. 
Joseph &aid it is all indictable offellcr. The only in- 
dictable offence is the one aEecting Trade Unionists 
under the olcl statute of Queen Elizabeth I which 
is still n statute law of Barbados. It does not ap- 
pear in our Statute Book, hut is automatically part 
of the Statute lam of this island. 

There is no indictable offence in  the Statute 
Rook here for the obstructioli of any off~car in the 
execution of his duty; so when the Hon. Premier 
says the fine is $200, he would o12ly mean the Barba- 
dos Workers Union; he could not mean any other 
organisaticn. The only indictable offence is that of 
conspirac. y. 

Hr could only have this Clause put in to use as 
a big stick against the Barbados Workers ITnion, the 
~rganisation that paid him $300 a month to represent 
the for ten years. I would like to Innow why it is 
when a policeinail goes to arrc~st a robber at  night 
or to do any kind of thing like that and the robber 
obstructs that policeman in the execntion of that 
duty, the fine is only £10.; and if you obstruct a con- 
ductor or driver in the carrying out of the pro- 
visions of this Act pon are liable to a fine of $20.0. 
9.35 p.m. 

If this is not anti-trade unioii legislation what 
is it 9 rI can think of no other classer; of members of 
the community that this idea of offence could affect 
I chnllenge the hono~urable senior member for St. 
Joseph to name the knowleclgeable oRence that he is 
saying. the public from, ancl to say if this clause is 
not drafted against Trade Union organisation. 

That part of Clause 19 should not have been put 
ia3. at  all. I do not care if he leaves i t  in 'because the 
Minister of Cominunications has only to sit doum 
there ancl accept what his master says to him.. He 
has no opinion of his own. 

I say again this is anti-trade 111iiol~ legislation 
and nothing else. Why shoulcl a person be fined £10 
for obstructing a policeman who is arresting a 
felon, and for obstructing a member of the Goverll. 
merit Corpor,ztion the fine should be $200 in a Police 
,court '? That is going back to the Middle dges. 

Very often such provisions are inserted in theM - .  

Bills when either he or the other members of the 
Executive ha-ve not had the opportunity to study 
them before they corns into this House; and that i s  
~ ~ h y  I keep quoting on the invitation of the honour- 
able junior member for the City. He said to me: "If 
you get up, they are going to get up  and pass it be- 
cause you have got up." That is the may in which 
the Government is now being run in Barbados. I t  is 
on those principles and not on principles of what 
is fair and just towards the community that this 
Corernment is run. Any foolishness that is written 
on a piece of paper by the Crown L~aw Officers is 
accepted and defended by the Government even 
11-hen i t  is apparently absurd. I could not vote for 
this, and I therefore move the deletion of Clause 19. 

Mr. TUDOR : L beg to secoiid that 
T h e  qzcestiot~ lhcrf Clause 19 be deleted was put 

atad resolved in the  negative o n  a d i ~ ~ i s i o n  as fo1low~s:- 
Noes: Hon. G. H. ADAMS, IIon. M. E. Cox, Hon 

C. E.  TALMA, Hon. Dr. CUMMINS, Mrs. BOURNE; Mr. 
HOLDER, Mr. BRYAN, Mr. VAUGHAN-8. 

A yer: Mr. Tuuop., Illr. ALLDER, Mr. GODDARD 
Mr. BARROW - 4. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I beg that 
you do not report the passing of this Bill in Commit- 
tee with amendments. 

Hon. C. E. TALAIIA: I beg to second that. 
T h e  quesfios, tlzaf Mr. C H A I R X A N  do  now re- 

port t hc  passing of this  Bil l  in Comnzittze wit72 
nwlendm~nt s  was put and resolved in t7ze a f i rmn t i z v  
without  division. 

Mr.  C I l i l l R i ~ ~ ~ i N  reported the  passing of t h e  
Bil l  in Comrnit~cc.  Mr. S P E A K E R  resumed and  
reported accordingly. 

O n  motions op Hon .  $1. E. C O X ,  seconded b y  
Hon.  C. E. Ta lma  in each case tlze Rill was rend a 
tlzird t ime and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT 

O n  motion of Hon .  Dr. H G.  H .  CUMllilIiVTB, 
seconded b y  Hon.  M. E. COX the  House a d j o z c m d  
for three gzlarters of nn hour. 
9.45 p.m. 

O n  reassembling. 
Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 1 stands: i n  t he  

name of the honourable junior member for St. 
Thomas. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg 
to move that Your Honotur do now leave, the Chair 
and the H o w  go into Committee of Supply. 

Hon. M. E. CIOX: I beg to second that. 
T h e  qzcestion was put  and agreed t o  w4thout 

&&h and Mr. Speaker  l e f t  t he  Chair  and t h ~  
E a s e  wemt i n t o  Committe'e of S u p p l y ,  Mr.  Snuith i s t  
t720 Chair. 

Supplementary Estimate No. 21. 
Aedes E g y p t i  Mosquito Campaign 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Chairman, this Reso- 
lution is for $16,200 to be used in  connection with 
,$he Aedes E'gypti Mosquito Campaign. The P a n  
American Sanitary Bureau under whose auspices i t  
ks being run  found when t h w  came here in  the first 
instance that i t  would take two years to spray the- 
island. They began in Sk. Michael and CJhrist Church. 
and the idea was that each paPie.h should be done one 
(after the other. They have recently come back and 

, said that the campaign should be carried out in the 



parishes simultaneously, as i t  is done in the whole 
Western Hemisphere, and that we should take more 
workmen etc. and spray the island simultaneously. 

They, sir, are the autharities on this thing. Every 
three months they visit the various countries where 
the campaiga is going on and evaluate the work that 
is 'being done. I t  will take about $16,200. to carry 
out the campaign in this way. I move that the RRSO- 
lwtion do now pass. 

Hon. M. B. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, the Goverll- 

ment is now doing what we suggested at  the begill- 
ning of this campaign. The honourable ;senior mem- 
ber for the City pointed out then that i t  did semi 

strange that a campai,gn like this should be carried 
out by the parish to parish method, because after you 
had finished one parish the moaquitoesc might return. 

I am glad to see that much of the objections to 
spraying have abated. As a matter of fact, I have 
heard many householders say they wish they ~voultli 
return and spray their houses again. But  apart fro111 

All three coinmissioners will not .get the same. Sir 
l-iilary Blood gets so iuuch; Sir Sidney Caine gets 
so much etc. 

I llowv find that I have the file. The information 
is to the effect that the basis of dividing the joint 
expenses "has not yet been settled; but our pro- 
pased share is based on our contribution to  the 
Kegional Economic Committee, excluding the main- 
land territories. Our present contribution to R.E.C. 
is: 13.4 per cent, and our contribution to the expenses 
of the pre-feder.al commissions will be 16.5 per 
v~nt ."  The rates are those suggested 6 the GOT- 
ernment of Jamalcn calcnlatcd to the end of Sep- 
ieniber, and we are being askd for  $6,600 which will . 
be our share. I can give the breakdown of these 
expenses if hon. members desire it. 
113.40 11.m. 

Tlze qtcestiom that  tha Resoltction do NOW plasa 
was put  and resolved in the aftirmative withoz:t 
division. 

that, now that we are going into the smaller palrish'es 
many of which you will be unable to do a finished job, 
I will repeat the suggestion I made that the Govern 
iment should make a grant to assist them with the 
bleaning up  of tins, cans etc. or money will be wasted 
in  carirying omt the spraying campaign itself. 1 
that Central Health Authorities will not expect these 
smaller parishes to be able to do the same job as ~ t .  
Michael and Christ Church. They are the only two 
parishes that have the proper for carryillg 
staff. MmY of the other parishes will have to depend 
upon donkey carts. You, sir, will know that the 
Sanitary Cmmissioners in  your parish will not have 
the funds to do the job as i t  is done in St. Michael 
and Christ Church. I hope that they will get on 
with the campaign speedily. 

regards transportation, one truck cannot do 
the job because the truck stays in the vicinity 

where the spraying is going on. I see that a Lanci 
Rover is coming on the scene; but you have ten par. 
&hes to do. However, sir, I feel that this is a step 
ill the right direction, and I can,say that the resi- 
dents of Christ Church are looking forw'ard to a 
return of the spraying. 

The qz'estiolz tha't the do pws 
%!?as ptdt and agreed to  urithout division. 

Supplementary Estimates No. 22 
Miscellaneous Services 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: &lr. Chairman, this 
jution is for $6,600. under Niscellaneous Services. 
There are three pre-federal commissions sitting in  
B~~~~~~~ at the moment. I think the was 
informed of the visit of those commissions ill Message 
No. 6 of t&is year. TTeir deliberations are approach- 
Cng an end, and \v3e really should have got this 

through last week' Our share 
$6,600, and this Resolution is to provide that. I 
\cbjected to the amount myself a t  first, but the 
3,inancial Secretary a s s ~ ~ r e d  me that this sum is 
:~orked ont on the basis of what we .agreed w e  
would pay. 

I beg to move that the Resolution do now pass. 
Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg second 

that. 
Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Chairman, I would like 

to  ask on what basis was this sum worked out. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS': I do not have that informa- 

tion here. I will have to send it to the hon. member; 
"but I assure him i t  was sent to the House. I think 
that  each colony was to contribute so much for hotel 

. lexpenses plus $5.00 a day subsistence allowance. 

Supplementary Estimates 1955-56, No. 23. 
Visit of School Teacher to U.K. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The next Resolution is 
for the sum of $320, to provide incidental and pelt- 
s o d  expenses for the visit of a school teacher to 
the United Kingdom as from the 5th September 
the 6th October next. Every year for the last three 
0' four years the Secretary of State for the Colonjcs 
has invited the nomination of a school teacher, Trade 
Uniollist or Journalist to visit the United Kingdom. 
This year the invitation is extended to a school 
teacher who will be joining a party from other West 
Indian 

The Central Office of Informrtion will be nieet- 
jiig all the normal expenses in  the United Kingdom 
cf the visitors, along with a n  es2ortiag officer in- 
cluding accommodation, meals and transport, but 
e ~ c l ~ d i n g  incidental and personal expenses. Thl? 
Cost of air passages to and from the U.K. is also be- 
ing borne by Her Majesty's Government. This lk 
to provide incidental and personal expenses for t i e  
nominee a t  the rate of $10 a day. 

It is the same rate as was paid to the Tradc 
Unionist who was sent up  last year. Last year the 
Barbados IVorkers Union nominated the President 
to go. When this invitation camp out to the We,t 
Indies on the first occasion, somebody in Trinidad 
suggested that the sum shourd be a t  the rate of $10 
a day. The Government of Barhados agreed with 
that figure, and we passed a Resolution to pay the 
Trade according to that rate. 

As I h%ve said, one year they asked journalist3, 
another year Trade Unionists and once they asked 
teachers, but did not this year t h - ~  
have asked teachers, and they have accepted. They 
will be going up  from the 5th September to the 6'rh 
October. This sum is for 32 days incidental ancl 
personal expenses, which I may say reckons from 
midnight of the day you leave until the day you 
come back. 

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. : 
Hon. Dr. H.  G. CUMMINS: I beg to second 

that. 
T h e  question that  this Resolution do .now pass 

was pct and resolved in the  affirmative without 
division. 

Supplementary Estimates 1955-56, No. 24. 
Civil Aviation 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, the next 
&solution is for the sum of $7,0100 to meet the 
cxpenses for a motor vehicle under Head XXXIII-- 



Civil Aviation. ,The Addendum explains the matter 
quite fully. I t  reads as follom S :- 

"The ~11111 of $2,000 was provided Lulder Head 
XXXII1, ltem 39 for the transportation of staff tc 
and from the airport. It \%as inteilded that this ser- 
v i c ~  shoulcl be undertaken by contract, but  the ten- 
ders received were prohibitive, and i t  has been decid- 
ed that Government should provide its own transpor- 
tation. To meet the needs of this service i t  has been 
found that a 28 seater bus is necessary, and accord- 
ingly provision of a sum cf $7,000 is needed for the 
purchase of such a vehicle. I t  is proposed to utilise 
the ainduilt voted under Item 30 to meet the recur- 
rent cost of operating this service. " 

I t  has been for s0111e time pointed out to &v- 
ernnzerlt that illembers of tile Airport staff have been 
meeting di6cultp in getting to work in due time, and 

a result, the Dos Santos Coillllzission has recdm- 
wended among other things that transport facilitiet 
be proridecl by the Government for these employees. 
The Ciov~rumcnt hai agreed to this. 

This is a service nf~ich, as far as I remem5er 
Governments undertal;~ in other colonies for their 
emplovres. Thi\ Government having agreed to that 
rccomme~~di~tion it became necessary to provide this 
transportation. made atteinpts to h a ~ e  this trans- 
portation done by contract but the sums quoted b j  
pctential ('ontractors were very high. I x~~onld not 
say for one niolilent that they were exorbitant in so 
far as operatioils of their vehicles are concerned, 
but thpV \,?re considered to 'be high; and on the 
figures put up to the Government, lye found that we 
could provide a service at a considerably reduced 
price bp pro17iding our o11~11 vehicle. decided to 
provide this rehicle and MP are aslrinp for the sum 
of' $7.000 to be voted undel. this Head. 

l beg to move that this Resolutioii do nolw pass. 
Iron. C. E. TALJIA: I beg to second that. 

10.50 p.m. 
Mr. GODDARjD : Now that the Government is 

on the eve of becomillg the owner of Road Transpofi, 
do you not think that this Re~olutiolz should have been 
deferred pending the orlGccrme of their operating the 
bus system? YOU have asked the presellt Conceslsioll 
,aiws to put  in  t h e i ~  buses and you may1 find that 
there are certain buses that mill have to be kept in 
repairs; why not see if there are not certain buses 
that can be used for this purpose. 

You are going to have a Road Transport Board 
with a repair section; and one would have expected 
i n  this case that it would have been more appropriate 
for  Cbvernment to build the bus and rent it out. They 
are going to bny a bus for $7,000; the Police want a 
bus that will not only carry the mulsicians but wili 
accommodate them in  a proper way. Why not conl- 
bine the two. That is to say, have a proper bus for the 
transportation, of the Police Band which is not ofteu 
used every day and night and have the same bus to 
run  to Seawell Airpork 

TE you do not c70 that. it  ill mean that you will 
have a bus to run  to Seawell and then next year ycru 
would have to ha.ve one for the Police. That is wh) 

'9.1 say i t  may be wise to pmtpone this Resolution. 
' Hon. M. E. COX: I appreciate the remarks 
made by the honouraljle junior member for Christ 
Church, but I think he will agree with me that i11 all 
nlode1.11 aiyportc; pon will find that there are coaches 
at the service of passengers and employew. I t  mould 
appear t o  be almost inconvenient and almost n i i ~ ~ o r l ~  
able to have any regular transport out of a 
wrvice which should be left to itself due to the irregu- 
larity in the hours of work and the time a t  which 
airport emplovees come off from work. That is the 
difficulty in this matter. 

The question has been considered before no~.v,. 
and it was felt that the most satisfactory way i n  
which to carry out this need would be to provide. 
an independent service; that is, to purchase a new 6- 
vehicle and allow it to remain under the control of 
the Director of Transport for the purpose of collv?y- 
ing employees a t  convenient times. 

I do not think that this will fit into any general 
transport system. That is why even a t  this late hour, 
despite the fact that the Goveriinient may be running 
some of these buses, I thinlr it is far  better and in 
keeping with the transport operations at  other air- 
ports in the colonies and countries, to keep this 
transportati'on separate and distinct from the general 
transport system. 

The question that this Rc~olzction do now pus.3 
was ptct and resblved in the affirnxative without 
division. 

Messenger and Library Attendant, House of 
-4ssembly 

4- t 

Hon. Dr. H. B. H. CUMMINS: This Resolution 
is consequent upon a Message to His Excellency, 
the Governor-in-Executive Comniittee in connection 
with the gratuities to the estate of Mr. Alfred Git. 
tess, our late Messenger and Library Attendant. 

I thinlr hon. members are well acquainted with 
the details of this Rlesolution. I do not think there is. 
anything more I need say; and I therefore beg to 
move that this Rtesolntion for the sum of $1,200 do  
now pass. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Resolution do now pass 

was pat amd resolved in1 the a$irmative withozct 
division,. 

Hon. DP. H .  G. H. GUMMINS: E. Chairman, 
1 beg to move that you do now report the passing 
of five Resolutions in  Committee. 

Thc gzcestioru that Mr. Chniwnan do now r e w r t  
i12e pawing of fiva Resolutww im Committee was put 

and resolved in $he affirmative without divishm. 
Mr. CHAIfiMAN reported the pa8sing of thq 

Kesol~cition~. ' 

#r. SPEAKER resr~nzed and reported accord- 
ingly 

O n  rn~otions of Hon. Dr. H'. G .  H. CUMMINIS 
secmded byl Horn. M. E. COX in each m e ,  the, Reso- 
1zrtio.n~ wtre read a first and secmdi time and rrlgreec 

to. 
11.00 p.m. 

AMENDMENTS FROM OTHER PLACE 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, Or 
ders Nos. 14 and 15 stand in my name, but they 
concern the Minister of Agriculture. I am asking . 
leave that he be allowed to take them. They are 
amendments from the Other Place. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Copies of the amendments are 
not yet a(vai1able to honourable members. 

Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Speaker, on the last oc. ?k- + 

casion when we adjourned we were to come today 
to do Resolutions. Now I see that a n  attempt is 
being made to do other things. I do not know what 
is being done. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS : There were certa'r: 
cyclo-styled papers which we got permission to cir- 
culate to honourable members. Because of the late- 
ness of the hour we did not go on with them on the 
last occasion. We are now asking leave to proceeck' 
with the same things. There is nothing new. 
Among those things is a Message from His Excel- 
lehcy the Acting Governor in connection with the- * 



AUGUST 18, 1955 I449 - -- .- - -- - 

Foundation Schools. It is very urgent. Copies h a ~ c  
been circulated to honourable memb-rs. 

A Mr. GODDARD : I expected that that Messact 
would have been dealt with today. If the Goverlr 
ment is going to deal with Bills when we came her*> 
to deal with Resolutions, I would protest an the par1 
of other honourable members. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I was go. 
ing to ask for leave to deal with the F 'o~ndatiol~ 
Schools Message. I had leave to deal with i t  01, 

Tuesday; but it was !;ctting 011 to 1.30 a.ln. ancl thc 
Hon. Leacler of the I!oilsr was tired and the r,)st oi 
us smpathised with him and we went home. 1 .an 
asking leave to make a motion that we reply to th 
Message in, terms which 1 shall read out. 

T h ~ e  beiltg n10 abjectio.lt, fieave was gramted. 

FOUNDATION SCHOOL 
r 

Reply to  Message No. 23/1955 

Hon. C. H. ADAMS: Sir, the Message is Ri 
* follows :- 

The Hause of Assen~Dly 
To 

His Excellency the Acting Govlernor 
The House of Assembly have the honour to 

a ~ k n o w l e d g e t h e r e c e i ~ t o f ~ ~ ~ r E x c e l l e n c ~ ' s M e s -  
sage No. ''/l955 dated 15th August, 1955, relative 
to the construction and equipping of a new Combined 
Christ Church Foundation School. 

The House Of &asembly afPee that the Govern- 
nient should proceed with the construction of the 
new Christ Church Foundation pending the 
'!onclusion of legal formaiities and the enactment of 
rhe legislation to which reference is made in para- 
graph 6 of Your Excellency's Message. 

As hen. members see, Message is a 
full onr, and if they have read it they will see what 
i t  amount', to. They kiro\i, or shonlcl kilo~v, 
'chat it has ueen agreed to undertake what is 
in somtA renpects a very elaborate scheme for 

.*l the Christ Church Foundation Schools. After con- 
sidering alternative sites and considering how mucl1 
money we would have to provide for the Director and 
the Governiiig Body were asked to reconsider the pos- 
sibility cjf housing the girls on the sanie site. This they 
agreed to do, and the Director felt that we could put 
u first class building there. We have got news fro111 
the rolollial Office and C . D  that rvollld 
get the money TTP arr  asking for. 

Tn that connection it is general practice to g v e  
it grant for a new building, 'but not for renovations; 
so we are getting $240,000 for the new part of t h ~ .  
school and me are paying out of General Revenue for 

6 renovating. We will have to purchase a certait, 
rtmount of land in addition to taking over the Rec- 
tory; but all that  is set out clearly in the Message. 

As regards the turn over which both of the 
q c*.- blodies will have to make to each other it will he 

l * e c e s a g  to pass a Resolution in the T,egislaturcl. 
The Zegislature will be adjourned for sometime., 
and worlanen of the Public Works Department aral 
ncT-? bn\!- 01.1 the Pinc premises of the Highways & 
Transport Department, and will in fact be $0 ellgag 
~d for another month or so. The Gorernnlrnt i; 
therefore asking the conseht of the Legislature to 
go on with the construction of the Christ Church 
fiiOnndation Schools as soon as the workmen can 
leave the Pine. 

1 take i t  that everybod>-, would be only too 
to say "yes" to this Message. I therefore beg 

to move that this reply be sent from this Chamber. 
- A  II.1CI p m .  

Hon. C. El. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
The qzcestiolz that this Address do now pass 

was put wnd resolved ifi the a f h t u € i v e  w~itlzout 
division. 

EXPORTATION (DRAWBACK OF DUTIES 
ON MANUFACTURED ARTICLES) 

REGULATIONS 

Iloii. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I have just 
epolien to the Hon. Leder. of the Opposition with 
respect to Item 12-a Resolutio~~ to sanction th: 
Regulations entitled "The Exportation (Drawback 
of Duties on Manufactured Articles) Regulations, 
1955". I t  is a very simple Resolution and i t  was 011 

the Order Paper for a long time. I am therefor* 
asking for leave to deal with it. 

There bieing fid objection, leave was grafited tirc 
Non. Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER.: The next Order of the Da! 
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Tradz, 
!ndustry & Labour: to move the passing of the fo?- 
lowing Resolution :-Resolution to ganction the Reg- 
ulations entitled "The 'Exportation (Drawback o~ 
Duties on Manufactured Articles) Regulations. 
1955." 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: This Resolutibn is fbr ad 
lhinistratitre 

~ n ~ e r t ~ e p r o v i s i o ~ l s o ~ ~ e c t i o l l ~ ~ ~ o ~ t ~ e ~ l . ~ l l L c .  
;let 1910, the Gvernor-in-~xecutivc committee (,,, 
the 8th June, 1955, made the Exportation (DrawbHek 
of Ddties on Manufactured ikrticles) Regulation*, 
3 99:. These Regdlations are administrative merely, 

to establish conditions with which a man; 
<acturer elaimillg drawback of duty upoll the 
htioll of locally manufactured articles must comp~y 

will remember that we have agre2tl to 
clrawback of duty on certaiii local maliufactured 
zrticles and this is .just simply approving of regula- 
tions made wheRby the Comptroller of Custolds who 
i n  the administrative authority would be able to kee>i, 
and check on the articles and to see that the i5 
qkrictly with. 

In with the provisions of the said 
sectioii of the Act such regulations "shall be lasd 
5efore the Legislature and shall, when they have 
received the sanction of both Houses of the Legisla- 
ture znd the assent of the Governor, be legally binll- 
j,,g all persolls.7, 

This Resolution seeks sanction for the Regula- 
t o ,  as I have said they are for admillistra- 
tire purposes. 

1 beg to move that this &solution do now pms. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second ]that. 
Mr. GODDARD: I am in agreement with these 

Regulations, but I only rose to ask the Hon. hIiiiister 
of Trade, what has become of that promise for a 
drawback in another way on rum exported in cases? 

The Hon. Premier on the occasion df his Budget 
Speech 'promised that he would consider giving ;I 
drawback on duty paid on the cases and boxes which 
were brought in to ship rum. I have not heard thbt 
it has been implemented. I therefore, wohld like t k  
Hon. Minister of Trade to say whether i t  has been 
done and if it has not been done what is thn 
of the delay? 

Hon. R. G. MAPP:  I do not have the files beforc- 
me to refer back exactly to everything which I have 
h a r d ,  but  the hoh. member will reinember that thn 
Premier in  his Budget Speech said that Govei.nment 
would give a drawback of duty paid on containers of 
rum exported but there was a provisd to that, and 
it was that the money which the exporters got back 
as  a drawback should be spent on advertising th3  



industry. Since then certain members of the Cham 
ber of Commerce interested in the industry h:td 
made a recommendation to me as Minister of Tracit 
Ibat that proviso should be cut out, and that 1%-e 
:.hould adopt the principle of giving them a drawbacl., 
but not t o  lay down conditions. 

We consider in our own interest that something 
bhould be done to promote th.e trade abroad becaus~b 

has faklen miserably in the United Kingclor11 
especially when compared with rum sold from other 
c.olonjes. such as British Guiana aqd Jamaica. In 
tile interest of the trade itself they should not keep 
loll the benefits which accrue and do not have sorr~c 
obligations imposed on them. 

?Ve are saying that this product should be adver- 
tised more widely in the United Kingdom, and prob- 
ably in Canada, and if they do that they would, so 
to speak, be using the money to add to their own 
profits. [A VOICE: Why do you not make the 
Eame provision with respect to margarine?] 
11.20 p.m. 

The poii~t ,is that so far  as the merchants are con- 
cerned, they have v e q  serious conzpetition eonling 
from Trinidad in the firm of Lever Brothers. . They 
have dropped their prices to the level of those pre- 
vailing in British Guiana. 

Surely Barbados' rum will hold its own; it is ncl 
a matter of other rums being cheaper. i t  is mid that 
advertising in the United Kingdom would cost a 
p e a t  deal of money. I t  v'ould take more capital 
than one or two people could provide; but in the 
interest of run1 as a whole the sums that should be 
obtained from these could be applied to the advertis- 
ing cf rum. Tt is rompletely different from margarine 
from Lever Brothers. [A VOICE: What is the 
d'fference?] They are getting draw'backs from Trini- 
dad and i t  was reported to us that they did not 
 et drawbacks. That was the only ground on which 
he gave them any consideration. Otherwise they 
would be i n  the same position as anybody else. We 
considered that we taould put them on the same basis 
as those in any of the Rlitish territories. They do 
not face that situation in Trinidad; but they have 
always told us that the TTnited TCingdonl is already 
established there. Barbados exporters should get 
capital and advertise in thc wmr may as .Jamaicla 
and British Guiana. 

I may tell the honourable member that discus- 
sions on the matter are not closed; we still feel that 
certain alterations in the interest of the people them- 
selves could be carried out. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS' : T thought I had made what 
T am going to say now quite clear already. I would 
not make the offer for exemption on more containers, 
if we only had to have to advertise Barbados7 ruin to 
the rest of the West Indies. That is something I have 
pointed out for years. Everytime I go to England 
and come hack T mention it. Sometimes, hearing I 
%m from Barbados somebody in the TJnited Kingdom 
cay to me: "where can T get some of your rum? T 
hear that it is very good but T do not see i t  in the 
shops here." 1 generally reply to them : "you do not 
realise that we have to look for S30 to £40 a year 
to advertise in the TTnited Kingdom. Well the only 
thing you clan do is to help us b>r taking off some of 
the duty." 

YOU have got to advertise in the TJnited King- 
dom. Some people are advertising molasses in Cana- 
da b'ecause you have to do some advertising in Cana- 
da. But we should do more. 

advertising rum in the TT.K. Jamaica is 
~ b o l l t  a centnrv ahead of 11s. T h p y  have been 
qellinar rllm to t h ~  Rr i t i~h  S\TRT'T* C ) l ? r ,  donq feel 

amazed upoil seeing about soiue places in England 
such advertisements as : "Drink Demerara rum". 
The nastiest tasting thing that you can drink is 
Demerara rum. I realise that the Jamaica people 
have put rery much inoney into advertising and they 
have made a very good efl'ort indeed. VCThen one sees 
Jamaica Rum advertised in  Picadilly in brilliant 
lights one realises the interests with xn.hic.h .Tamaica 
and Demerara rum is advertised. l realise, too, that 
the nlercha~zts here would have a long way to go be- 

1 cause they are finding that big sums of money have 
1 already been expended in this direction; but if we 

tlo take off anything we are taking i t  off only on the 
1Tnited Kingdom trade. 

Tlze q t u e t i m  that  these Eegu.liation.9 be lzow 
approvecl was put nmd rpsolved in the  a f w w t i v e  
wi tho?~t  di&sion. 

l ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. G. Ii. ilDAhlS: Mr. Speaker, if this is the 
appropriate time, 1 crave the indulgence of Your EIo11- 
our to say that I have been told of the appointment 
of a Select Committee to bonsider and draft  a Reply 
to His Exwllency ' S  Message No. 19/1955 relative 
to the formation of the ?Vest India Xegiment. As I 
am likely to be leaving the island on Saturday, 1 am 
nvking that Your ,Honour appoint some other Chair- 
man in my place so that the Cbmmittee can meet 
as quickly as possible. If this House is going to 
adjourn until next Tuesday i t  would be a very good 
thing for the Committee to meet and report by next 
Tuesday. I hope that they will find it possible to 
c!o so because the ITnited Kingdom Government has 

1 been 11-aiting on us for legislative approval of their 
proposals. They have agreed to our proposals which 
are contained in paragraph 3 of His Excellency's 
Messare No. 19/1955 which stated that  "the pro- 
posals in the despatch may be submitted t~ the 
Honourable Tsgislat~ire on the basis of a financial 
~ontribution by Barbados of one per centum of 
;aln~i:tl re17cnue less the cost of the Barbados Regi- 
ment." I n  other words they have said "yes" and 
are only now awsiting T~giqlative approval from 11s. 
11.30 p m .  

11s I an1 on lily fevt I am moving the d '  a Jourll- 
inent of the House until next Tuesday. There may 
be amend~nents from the Other Place to some of the 
Bills that we have passed. For example, the Hous- 
ing Bill. There is also the possi'bility of amend- 
ments to the Transport Board Bill we have just 

, passed and T am suggesting that the Ilouse meet on 
Tuesday, perhaps at  4 p.m. to await any amendments 
~vbich Inay come froin the other Place. 

l Tn view of the fact that the Hon. Leader of the 
IIouse intimated last Tuesday that we might adjourn 
for four weeks, I suggea that i t  would be better to 
adjourn until next Tursdq-. The Other Place hard- 
ly ever sits after 4 p.m. It should also be borne in 
mind that the deadline for the bus Conccssionaires 

1 is Wednesday the 24th. and if the Other P l a c ~  
passes the Transport Board Bill 011 Tuesday with 

I rtinendments WO should be ready to consider those 
amendments. on Tuesday. The G-overnment will then 
? \ P  ready bk next day which is the last dav riven hp 
the Concessionaires who are unwilling to go on. 

The Rules say that amendments from the Other 
Place can he dealt with the same day if the Rouse 
votes to that effect. Thev do not necessarily have to 
XIP printed. T am asking the Rouse to come back at  
A p.m. next Tuesday just in case any last-minute 
trouble arises in connection with the CTo~+ernment 
taking oTrer the hlises. 



I do not think that I am disclosing any secret 
when 1 say that we are aiming at hurrying things 

..* up so as to be able to take over at  least some of 
the concessions on Wednesday afternoon scr that the 
buses can go out with the rising of the sun on Thurs- 
day morning. I beg to move that the House do now 
adjourn for that specific purpose until Tuesday next 
at  4. p.m. 

Hon. M. E. COX : I beg to second that. 
Mr. G O D D D :  Mr. Speaker, I am quite pre- 

i pared to accommodate the Government in anything 
like this; but I think it strange that we should ad- 
JOUm to wait for amendments. It seems that we are 
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inviting amendments. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: There 
is the pomibility of amendments.] The Hon. Leader 
of the House assured me that he would adjourn 
today for four weeks. I think it strange that this 
development should occur. It is strange that we 
should adjourn pending amendments from the Other 
I-'lace. 

The question, that the Home do now adjowm 
mti l  Tuesdag next at 4 o'clock pm. wm put a d  
,agreed to withbut &uisim, am3 Mr. SPEAKER 
adjourned the House accordhgly. 




