
DECEMBER 6, 1955 1823 
- c- - 

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) 

p-- 
-- ____ -- 

SESSION 1954--55 

-- - - -. - 

HOUSE O F  ASSEMBLY 

TzLesday, 6th December, 1955. 

Pursuant to the adjourllment the House of 
Assembly met a t  12 o'clock noon today. 

PRESENT 

His Honour K. N. R. HUSBANDS  peaker) er), 
Hon. ~ r .  H. G. H.  CUMMINS, C.B.E., M.D., C.M., 
(Minister of Social Services), His Honour A. E. S. 
LEWIS (Deputy Xpeaker), Hon. M. E. Cox, (Minis- 
ter of Commu/nications, Works and Housing), Mr. 
L. E .  SMITEI, J.P., (Chairman of Committees), Mr. 
T. 0 .  BRYAN, Mr. 0. T. AILDER, Mr. J. A. HAYNES 
B.A., Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY, Mr. E .  St. A. HOLDER, Mr. 
V. B. VAUQHAN, Boil. C. E. TALMA, (Minister of 
Agricultz~rs, Lands and Fisheries), Mrs. E .  E. 
BOUR.NE and Mr. J. C. TUDOR, M.A. 

Prayers were r e a 3  
Mess9.s. E.  D. Mottley and Goddard entered the 

House and took their seats. 

MINUTES 

hlr. SIJEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 
the 15th November, 1955, have been printed and 
circulated and unless there be any objection, these 

- p-- 

-- -- -- 

REPLIES ' 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
the Hon. Premier I beg to lay the following :- 

Reply to Question No. 59 asked by the hov. 
senior member for  St. Lucy regarding an  advertise- 
ment for  candidates for  the Police Force. 

Also Reply to Question No. 60 asked by the 
same hon. member regarding the issue of passports. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
the Hon. Premier, I beg to give notice of the fol- 
lowing:- 

Resolution to approve the continuance in force 
of the Emergency Powers (Hurricane) (Control Of 
Rents) (Amendment) Order, 1955. 

On behalf of myself I beg to give notice of 
the following :- 

Resolution to authorise the Accountant Gen 
era1 to make advances from time to time to the 
Postmaster General of such sum or sums (not ex- 
ceeding $800,000 outstanding a t  any time) *a may 
be necessary to ,enable him to pay Money Orders. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I beg to  
give notice of the following:- 

Resolution to approve the allocation of the 
balance of the Stabilization Fund to producers of 
Sugar a t  the rate of 9.4928 cents per ton of sugar 
produced. 

I 
Also raolution to approve the Order entitled 

liinutes will be taken as read and confirmed. "The Sugar Industry (Rehabilitation, Price Stabili- 
There being no objection, the Minz'tes were 'ation and Labour Order, 1955. 

taken as read and confirmed. 

PAPERS LAID 

Hon. M. E' 'OX: Mr. 'peaker7 Or. '" 
the Premier? am eOmmmded by His Ex- 
cpllency to lay the Emergevncy Powers (Hurricane) 
(Contro1 Rents) (Amendment) Order. 

T should like to say, subject of course to the 
feelings of honourable members, that I am asking 
f o r  leave later in the day to move the passing of 
this Order. I t  is formal and 1 hope honourable 
members will acquiesce. 

Hon. C. E.  TALMA: Mr. Speaker, 1 am 
commanded to lay the Annual Report of the Depart- 
ment of Science and Agriculture for the year 
1 Q53-54. 

12.25 p.m. 
Hon. C. E. TALMA: Kr. Speaker, I ask leave 

to deal with the two Resolutions of wfiich/3: have 
given notice in connection with the allocation of 
the balance of the Stabilization Fund and the 
Resolution to approve the Order relating to the 
Sugar Industry (Rehabilitation, Price Stabilization 
and Labour welfare) Order, 1955. I am also ask- 
ing leave that these two Resolutions b e 2 k e n  
the first two orders of the 

There being no objection, leave was g m ~ ~ t c d  
tlze hen. menzber. 

SUGAR INDUSTRY (REHABILITATION. 
AND LABOUR WELFARE) ORDER, 1t~j5  

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day 
now stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of 
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Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries: To move the 
passing of the following Resolution:-Resolution to 
approve the Order entitled "The Sugar Industry 
(Rehabilitation, Price Stabilization and Labour 
Welfare) Order, 1955. 

1 Hon. C. E. TALMA: As hen. members are 
aware or will under the Sugar Industry 
(Rehabilitation, Price Stabilization and Labour 
Welfare) Act, 1947 the Governor-ill-Executive C0m- 
mittee is empowered by Order to raise a levy which 
is the rate Or rates as may be fixed by the GOv- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee. That is done in re- 
respect of the crop year in question: in other 
words, in of the crop for this year '955. 
The Governor-i"-Exe~utive Committee has aPProv- 
ed of made, and has fixed 
the Order for 1955 as set out in Article two of 
the Schedule whereby thpre shall be raised (a) on 
all sugar manufactured in this Island during the 
year one thousand nine hundred and fifty-five a 
levy a t  the rate of fifteen dollars and ninety-seven 
cents per ton; alld (b)  on all fancy n~olasses mane 
factured in this Island during the year one than- 
sand nine hundred a l ~ d  fifty-five a levy at  the rate 
of seventerll dollars and twenty-seven cents per tly, 
hundred and ninety TT~ine gallons, \\7hich is the 
equivalent of a ton. Those are the two rates of 
levy which have been fixed for thic: year under 
the Sugar Industry (Rehabilitation, Price Stabili- 
zation and Labour Welfare) Act, 1947, as amended. 

I n  Article three there is set out the proportion 

-- 
are certain persons who are necessarily sitting in on 
those negotiations; there is also the question of tht* 
illness of the Premier; then we have been visited b y  
the hurricane which has distorted things a great 
deal; and there was also the port strike which agaiil 
distorted things somewhat; and quite a great deal of 
the sugar which was sold this year was sold on the 
free market so that the average price of sugar was not 
determined until some time ill November. With all 
these things added, when you think of the financinlr 
of a project which we attempted and upon which all 
Bides are not yet agreed in every respect, can ap. 
preciate that there would be some delay; but the 
Government is rnindfnl of the faet that the call* 
growem are anxiously awaiting thi. money from thy 
result of the sale of cal~es and rep-rts any inconven;. 
enee which has been caused to of 
1235 p.m. 

I n  the Addendurn it is stated that after r:onsulta- 
tion with both sides of the sugar industry, it has 
been decidpd that lelries upon sngar and fancy 
n l ~ l a s ~ e s  manufactured during the crop year 1955 
\h@uld be raised, under the authority of the Sugar 
Industry (Rehabilitation, Price S%bilimtion ancl 
T~abour jvelfare) Act, 1947, as amended, at  the rates 

above. 
I hase already referred to the rates ~vhicll are 

'1i:lde up as follows:-- 
2 .  (a)  basic levies Per ton of sugar and per 

I 
equivalent, quantity (290 vine gallons) of 

in which the money which is collected is to be paid 
out. As set out in that  article there shall be paid 
( a )  to the Sugar Industry Rehabilitation Board at  the 
rate of four dollars and eighty cents per ton in re- 
spect of sugar and a t  the rate of four dollars and 
eighty cents per two hundred and ninety wine gal- 
lons in respect of fancy molasses; (b)  to the Sugar 
Industry Price Stabilization Reserve Board at  the 
rate of four dollars and twenty cents per ton in 
respect of sugar, and a t  the rate of four dollars an11 
twenty cents per two hundred and ninety wine gal 
lons in respect of fancy molasses; and (C)  to the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee at  the rate of ,jix 
dollars and ninety-seven cents per ton in respect of 
sugar, and at  the rate of eight dollars and twenty 
seven cents per two hundred and ninety wine gal 
lons in respect of fancy molasses. 

Those are the proposed allocations for this year- 
and they have been recommended by the Board ancl 
approved by the Goveri~or-in-Executive Committee 

The Addendum sets out all the material points 
and it is fairly clear. After consultation with both 
sides of the Sugar Indnstrj- and after very lengthj 
negotiations with the Sugar Producers' Ass~ciatio.1 
in m-hich matters affecting the financing cf the Deep 
Water Harbour Scheme, the bulk storage instai- 
lations, and the question of insurance wore discuss? 1 
as the details of the Scheme and the various proposalb 
concerning it have not been worked out, it has be?:) 
decided to leave them over until next vear. Ther- 
is also the question of the establi~hmeut of a Pro\-:- 
dent Fund which has the support of the Government. 
Those are the outstanding points which have bee2 
left over to be dealt with next year. 

I am just giving some of the Feasons for thc 
delay in this matter. I refer to the question of tli,. 
financing of the Deep Water Harbour, the bulk stot-- 
age reg~lations and the shipping installations and 
thrre ;Q ~ 1 ~ 0  the question of the establishm~nt of th. 
P r o ~ 5 d ~ n t  find which has 6 be established nevt 
year and which the Government supports. but ths 
details of which are yet to be worked out. HOII 
members can well understand that in matters affect- 
ing the financing of the Deep Water Harbour ther. 

fancy molasses, as follo~vs. (Rates pre- 
viously in force shown in brackets). 
Price Stabilisation Fund $4.20 ($6.00) 
Rehabilitation Reserve Fund 4.80 ( 4.80) 
L a b o ~ ~ r  Welfare Fund 4.20 ( 2.40) 

-- 
13.20 (13.20) 

I t  will be seen from this table of comparative 
rates that whereas the amount allocated to the Re- 
habilitation Reserve Fund remains the same, an 
equation has takcn place between the Price Stabilisa- 
tion Fund and the Labour Welfare Fnnd. That is 
to say. whereas the amount formerly allocated to the 
Price Stabilisation Fund was $6.00 and the Labour 
Welfare Fund $2.40, the Price Sta1)ilisation Fund is 
now $4.20 and the Labour Welfare Fund is also 
$4.20. There has thus been a decrease in the rate 
of the former fund and an increase in the latter, 
making them $4.20 each. The basic rates together 
make a total of $13.20. 

On this occasion our rates axe not only basic 
rates but over above average Crop rates. 

(b)  The 1955 crop of 171,010 tons being slight- 
ly above the average 1950-54, an "above 
average" levy on the wholr crop (including 
fancy molasses) at  a rate calculated to yield 
the equivalent of a levy of $1.80 per toll 
on the negotiated price quota of 131,906 
tons, the proceeds to be credited to the 
Labour Welfare Fund. This works out at 
$1.39 per ton of sugar, and per equivalent 
quantity of fancy molasses, on the wholc 
crop. 

This is a special levy which was granted borne- 
time ago and has been granted again by the Sugar 
Production and Export Control Board on the average 
crop for the last five years at  $1.39 both in the case 
of sugar per ton and per equivalent quantity of fancy 
molasses. 

(c )A "marginal difference" l c ~ y ,  reflecting the 
proportionate increase in the levy element 
in the "negotiated price" of sugar, con- 
sequent upon the increase in that price 
since 1950. The yross amount of this levy 
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has been reduced to the extent necessary 
to eliminate the diflerence between the 
average prices received by producers, per 
ton of sugar and per equivalent quantity 
of fancy molasses, and the negotiated price. 
The difference between the average and 
negotiated prices in respect of the 1954 crop 
exceeded the "marginal difference " fo 
that year by 97c. per ton of that 3 ear's crop, 
this shortfall has also been taken into ac- 

4 count in this year's calculation. The 
average price received per ton of sugar 
and per 290 wine gallons of fnilcy molassic 
beiilg different, separate calcnlations arc 
necessary for the two forms of 1:roduce. 01. * the basis described, the rates of "marginal 
difference" for 1955 are $1.38 per ton c>f  

sugar and $2.68 per 290 wine gallons of 
fancy molasses, which amounts are to b. 
levied accordingly for the crldit of th: 

-L Labour I'ZTelfare Fund. 

All that  I have just read is set out under para- 
graph 2 ( a )  (b) and (c) ; ancl there is paragraph 
No. 3 which clearly sets out the rates in respect 
of each fund in tabular form as fol101vs:- 

3. The above ratmes or levies are sumnlarised 
3elow in tabular form: 

Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that this Resolution 
(do now pass. 

Mr. SMITH: I beg to second that. 
Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Speaker, I should like to 

say a few words in respect of this Resolution. It 
is rather unfortunate, as  the hon. member has said, 
that  this matter has been delayed for so long. As 
far  as  I can see the delay has come through these 
increases having been made in order to get an  
idea of what the "margiiial diRerence7 ' in the valct~ 
of sugar would be; and over and above that is the 
Government's insistence in adding t3 t l ~ e  levies of 
other various special funds. That, of course, has 
been so becanse of the bulk of this levy has gone 
to the Labour TVdfare Fund to ~vhich, rightly, i t  
should go. None of us object to that Fund. As 
yon probably know, i11 connection with that  the 
Unioil w0111d have to be consulted. That has caus- 
ed a consicierable delay. 

1 am hoping that  the Hon. 3Iinister will t ry  
to \vorB out some for~nula upon which this scheme 
may be ~vorked so that in future this xvill not hap- 
yen. I can assure you that this has caused a tre- 
mendous amount of hardship. nMuch of this money 
is going to the taxpayers ~ v h o  are depending on 
i t  to pay their taxes. The bailiff is also waiting 
on soine of it. I t  certainly is a very unfortunate 
situation. As the Hon. Milnister has said, all sorts 
of rumours have been spread regarding it. To me, 
this should not happen another year if proper regu- 
lations by way of a proper forinula are made. The 
matter coulcl then be bronght down to this House 
as has been done since 1942 a t  a proper time. 

I am very glad to kno~v  that towards the end, 
a little urgency has been put into the matter so 
that it ~vi l l  be finalised as soon as possible. 
12.45 p.m. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, the last hon. 
member who spoke has covered many of the points 
of this Resolution and I only rise to say that I hope 
that it will be passed through all its stages today 
because this matter has been agreed on by the 
Sugar Industry, the Barbados Workers' TJnion and 
the Government. What I would say is that i t  seems 
a rather wise step a t  this stage _of our housing com- 
initments that the Labour Welfare Fund shonld be 
increased. We all know how much benefit i t  has 
been to sugar workers in the housing campaign: and 
at  this stage, after the hurricane, I am looking for- 
ward to the speeding up of this social need hy way 
of loans to the sugar workers. 

The Price Stabilization Fund, so fa r  as I imder- 
stand, is in the vicinity of $6 million. This may 
seem a lot of money to many people but if we get 
one year of drought i t  will be surprising what Gov- 
ernment will have to do with that Fund t,o maintain 
a m7age structure for the people. Instead of lj? weeks 
in the crop, i t  might be eight weeks i n  case there is 
a drought: and that would mean that there will he 
a large number of bread winners who would be 
getting eight weeks' work instead of sixteen. On 
top of that, the sugar factories and the plantations 
after the crop may find themselves unable to give 
more than one or two days7 work for  a long period; 
so you can see that that $6 million which has now 
accrued to the Price Stabilization Fund can easily 
go overnight. 

I t  is true to say that some other colonies have 
attacked the structure of that fund. By that I mean, 
they have tampered with i t  to the extent of spending 
it for other purposes and this Government is to be 
commended that i t  has refrained from doing anything 
of that sort yet. It is my opinion that if that fund 
is to be attacked that i t  should only be done for 
the purpose for which i t  was put  there. 'T say, do 
not tamper with i t  for any other scheme. What may 
happen is that we may not only have a year of 
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drought, we may have two years, one after the othrr: 
and that would mean chaos, when one considers 
today's standard of living. I n  the cld days, you 
could get potatoes a t  two cents per pound: and in 
case of drought you could still get something a t  a 
very reasonable price; but those prices are gone today. 
I t  would be a calamity indeed if we do not provide 
for such an eventuality. 

The levy amounts to $13.20 plus the marginal 
diff~erence which I do not pretend that I understand. 
I t  has been explained to me a couple 01 times Gut 
I am still unable to grasp the full details of it. 
However, the overall picture is quite clear. Let me 
say that this is not the Government's idea. Those 
who claim not to have conservative tendencies have 
adopted this very sound conservative policy of put- 
tillg aside solliething for the rainy day; and i t  is a 
vei"Y good tllillg to do, because one may not always 
have sunshine. However, although this was not the 
Government's iclea, they have follo~ved i t  and I com- 
mend them for it. 

This Preference Money used to be paid out around 
Cictoker in past year6 but for  rarious rcespns it has 

been delayed this year, and honourable me$nbcrs of 
this House can tell the number of enquiries which we 
have been getting about it. People come t u  as daily saSvr 
cng : "Tell us why this money has not x-lt been paid" 
A\ a inatter of fact, Parochial Trearurers are findidg 
l !  difficult to get in their taxes beca~~se  the people are 
rmliting this nmney to pay their taxes. I 2,111 surl  
that the Annual Tiidustrial Exhibition this year ii 
going to suffer as a result of this money not get hwin: 
bee11 paid; and as a result of that, the Ei~tertainmenl 
Tax which G o ~ e r n m ~ n t  enjoys from that Exhibition 
r i l l  suffer. There are 50 1113iiy thousands of people 

depellcl on this IllolleIv.. het me Pay that this 
nioney sugar factories Tvill be paying out llcxt 
m.eek is being aTl,aited just as bollus is I hone 
this Resolutioll will go throLlgh all its stqges llow and 
I am goillg to ask tile Hall. A$inister ill charge, if the 
Qtlier Place is meeting today, to send it up right- 
aliray and let i t  become l a ~ ~ -  so that sugar factoyy 
owners get on the payment of this money 
at  the very earliest opportunity. 

v;ould like to say that i t  seems as if the Govern- 
inent does not know enough about the working of 
the Sugar Industry and therefore at  times finds 
itself in a difficult position to give a11 explanation to 
the public on such matters. That causes mucli 
confusion and worry to those who have something 
to  do with the industry--those who are out working 
111 the factories, in the fields, or selling canes to 
such buyers. I would like to suggest again that 
Governineat make itself more conversant with this 
matter perhaps by lvay of the appointment of some 
Technical Officer who mould associate himself with 
the Sugar Producers' Association and the Factory 
O~vners as a representative of the Government's 
point of vie~v, and that I think would be a niealis of 
getting an iclea of !low the i~~ldustry is 15~orlred. The 
Sugar 11lclustr~ is too lnuch of illlportallce as re- 
gards the econoiny of this country for Government 
,,,t to know everything about it. T~~ nlany pea- 
*le have got to depflld on it and Tvllen there is 
delay it11 getting money from it, and especially a 
delay as long as this which tve have in getting this 

liiolley, there is much collfusion not only 
among the workers in the illdustry but even ill 
mercial I have said, much depends on 
wliea hloneys are paid. 

I would suggest that Government make sure 
that ill the future delays do not take as long as 
forllierlJ, for sellers to ,That they 

goillg to get alld l%7orlrers to klloir 
their portion the I hope 

botll the Iiao. 31i11ister of AgriEiilture and th,2 
llinister for Trade, Industry and Labour 

will amalgamate with each other to see that the 
p~lblic kno~vs exactly how the Sugar Industry 
i"~111, "'hat are the bellefits to accrue to the 
~"1"io"s sections of the peaple who have somethine 
t~ do with it, and to see that the portion which is club 
to the norkers is given to them i11 time as well as 
?]lat to lvho canes. 

I cannot con~~ey  to you Mr. Speaker, in suffi- 
cient tcrms the difficulties which those people have 
had to undergo chle to the long delay in knowing I vhen this money will be paid and how much i t  is 

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY : Mr. Speaker, it is not wit!) 
the view of holding up this Resolution that I am speak- 
ing, but I want to offer my sympathy to this Govern 
ment for this long dra~vn out delay ill getting this 
Preference Money to hand and trying to get all under. 
standing of Tvhat to do. I hope, as the last spealier has 
said, that the Government will give sugar factcly 

the go-ahead to pay out this money Fecause J 

am eqbarrassed by the number of people who are 
coming to me asking about the matter; sometimes l 
get angry when they come. 

Sir, I hope the Goverlllllent will use its ingenuitv, 
should a delay like this occur again, to make a 

-r;sono~mcement to the public so as to let them know 
v,hat is the of the delay. ~t is said that no 
ts Wood news, but that is not so at all times ~h~~~ wcs 
a lot of rumour which was spread around on this mat- 
ter, such as, "we are not going to get any preference 

nloney this pear." 1 hope all such rumours were false 
a d  that these new rates will not affect the poor. peas- 
an t  proprietor very much or that he will not lwel very 
lruch as a result. With these few remarks, Mr. Speak- 
er. I am offering Government my support although 
the l ~ a t t e r  is a little bit belated. 

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, the difficulties 
which I have encountered over the past number of 
lnonths in trying to explain to peasant proprietors 
and ~vorlwrs the reason why this preference money 
lLas not been paid has caused me at  this stage to 
express appreciation for the belated bringing of 
this Resolution before this Chamber. Ho~vever, I 

to be. 
12.55 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS: Xr.  Speaker, I think that a t  the 
beb"ip~llling of today's sitting I heard the honourable 
Mcver of the passing of this Resolution say that he 
'"tended to suspend Rules 85 and 89- I am not my- 
self clear that this is the form of Resolution which 
js intended by 88 89- 

Mr. SPEAKER: The I-Ion. Minister has askecl 
for permission to deal with this Resolution as thr* 
first Order of the and that permission has beeii 
granted. 

Mr. LEWI S : You -car, have permission for a 
390ney R.esolution to be proceeded with but yolz will 
still have to suspend the Rules in  order to deal with 
it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is not a Money Reso- 
lutioll in the ordinary sense. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I have just wondered whether 
YOU have been advised in the matter and that we 
should suspend the Rule in order to be on the safe 
hide. However, my cOmment today is that I am 
very glad to see that the day has arrived when 
something which I have been saying since 1947 
has now been accepted. I n  1947 we were told 
that these alloeatioils were done in England and 
could llct be altered; 'but 1 kllow the people 
in St. Kitts Eave not thought so. The next 
thing was that I said !if you have to supple- 
ment the Labour XTelfare Fund in view of the fact 
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that you have not made any survey of the fac- 
tories, you should not do i t  in respect of the Stab- 
iljzation Fund. Hon. members opposed that and 

3. 
said that i t  should not be done, but I have heard 
one honourable member who opposed it introduce an  
Address asking that it should be altered; so that 
I think we will come around gradually to that vie-$ 
and not collect this set on locally consumed sugar. 

There is something which I am glad to hear to- 
day and it is that the juiiiov member for Christ 

L Church has said, that this Price, Stabilisation B1uiid is 
for the purpose of maintaining wages. That was a 
point x7hich T T ~ S  not irade clear in 1947, aclcl I thinlc 
it was the subject of ail enquiry in another islancl 
ancl that is 1 1 0 ~ 1 7  it na s  to be applircl. Iiowever, T 

9 ain glad to hear that, because I felt it mould be a good 
thing to have it made clear. I am glad to hear that 
that is the view which is held in Barbaclos. 

T h e  y z~cs t i o?~  that this l3esol~ctiolz d o  jzow pass was 
.. p z ~ t  and resolved in the  affirllzcclice w i t l t ~ t ~ t  divisiolz. 

ALLOCATION OF BALANCE OF STABILI- 
SATION FUND 

Mr. SPEAICEB: The next Order of the Day alsc 
stands i n  the naine 01 the X-Io11. i\iicister of Agricnl- 
tnre, I,and? and Fisheries :- To 1110x7e the passing oE 
tj16 follawing Resolntioa : Resolution to approve ths: 
r?l:ocatien of the balance of the S~abilization Fund to 
ldroducers of sugar at the rate of 9.4928 cents per ton 
of sugar produced. 

Hon. C. E. TAIA1A : This is a Resolution to ap 
piore the allocation of the balance of the Stabilisation 
Fund, fixed on the 5th December, 1955 by the Gov- 
.ernor-in-Executive Committee on the advice of thc 
E'ancy Molasses Control and nfarketing Board, under 
the pro~iisions of Section 10 of the Barbados Fancy 
3ljalasses Production and Esport Act, 1937. As t k e  
Addendum states :- 

" The Fancy BIolasses Control and Marketing 
Board, under Section 10 of the Barbaclo* Fancy Mo- 
lasses Prociuction and Export Act, 1937 (1937-14), hp., 
advised that the balance of the Stabilisation Fund, 
1355, should be allocated among praducers of sugar as 
set out in this Resolution. The purpose of the Fund is '" to equalise, so far  as may be, the prices ,>i sugar a r d  
fancy m~lassea; this year, the price of the latter Ilaa 
been higher. 

The Governor-in-Executive Committee apees  with 
this recommendation of the Board, and this Resolutiou 
is accordingly submitted to the Leg~slature in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the Act. 

The balance of the Stabilisation Fund being thiq 
year insufficient wholly to achieve the object of th.2 
Fund, a further sum has been allocated from the Fancy 
lfolasses Industry Fund bp the Fancy Mdasses Con- 
trol and Marketing Board to equalisation purposes, 
with the approval of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee. 
1.05 p.m. 

This is an allocation from the levy and does not 
require legislative approval whereas the first requires 

W, it. The total amount of payments to 'be made to pro- 
.-* 

\ ducers from the Stabilisation Fund and th'e Fancy 
Molasses Industry Fund amount to 38.1477 cents per 
ton of sugar produced. That is a little over 38 cents. 

&fr. Speaker, that is the rate a t  which prefer- 
cnce will be paid. This is one of the those regular 
a ~ n u a l  Resolutions that comes down to the House. 
If there are any outstanding questions in connection 
with the Resolution which ;lonourable members would 
like to raise I should be glad to answer tEiem, brit tt) 
all intents and purposes those are the facts. 

T beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 
Mr. BRNAN: I beg to second that. 

Tlze question, thajt th i s  l3esoiutiolz d o  now  pass 
wag pu t  and  resolved dn t he  af irnzaiive wi thout  
divisiom. 

EMERGENCY ORDERS 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
leave to deal ~vith the Resolution relative to  the 
bmergency Powers Orders of which I gave notice as  
the next Order of the Day. 

3Zr. SPEAIiER:  The honourable member is 
asking leave 

Ur.  LEJVIS: Mr. Speaker, I am not objecting 
to  lcave being granted, but  I 'believe that I should 
1.. --, . ' ~ \ c  a ccpy of the Orders. 

Hoii. BZ. E.  COX: Well, 31r. Speaker, I have 
ailced the Clerk to circulate some copies. [VOICES : 
\\That is it the IIonse is now dealing with?] I am 
[,orry JIr. Spealrer. Blt!loa~h the horourable mein- 
l+r  has said lie is nct objcctmg -------- 

Mr. LEWlS : I should like to see a copy, that 
is all. 

Jlr. SPEAICER: The honourable member is 
asking Ieave to cleal ni th the Resolution of which he 
+as alrcady given notice; a r d  unless there be any 
objection leave will be granted. 

Tlzere Beirzg no obgection leave w ~ s  g~.anzted t he  
l~onom~~cdblc ,,~erjzber to  proceed. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, this Resolu- 
tion is to continue the order in so f a r  as Rent Con- 
trol is concerned. The Addendum reads as follows: 

This Resolution seeks the approval of the House 
of Assembly to the continuance in  force of thp 
Emergency Powers (Hurricane) (Control of Rents) 
(Amendment) Order, 1955, made by the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee on the 1st of Decembc-, 
1955, under section 3 of the Emergency Powers A ~ L ,  
1939, during the continuation of a state of em?,. 
gency declared to exist by a Proclamation made by 
His Excellency the Go~ernor  on the 19th of Noveiii- 
ber, 1955. The Order has been laid in the Legislaturt. 

The Order amends the Emergency Powers (Hl~r -  
ricane) (Control of R'eiits) Ordcr No. 3, 1955, mad: 
by the Governor-in-Executive Committee on the 25th 
of November, 1955, and exempts from the vrovisioll6 
of the latter Order, any dwelling house the montlily 
rental value of which normally exceeds $40. This 
exemption is intended to allow Hotels and Gued 
Houses to charge their usual special winter rates. 

I t  has been represented to us that with the 
Order as it stood, the hotels and guest houses would 
not have been able to charge their winter rates for 
the simple reason that the Order universally controls 
all rents in the Island. With that representatioll the 
Government has decided to ameud the Order to al1o.v 
the hotels and guests houses to carry out their ~vishes 
and all their normal functions so far  as rates ar.: 
concerned. The $40 maximum will cover those casos 
of which wc are dostly thinking. That is to sr~y. 
the cases of poor people whose rents might Fe push- 
ed u p  as a result of their inability to get housing 
accommodation as easily as might have been the cas.: 
before the Hurricane. 

With those few remarks I beg to move that this 
Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. C. E .  TALMA: I beg to seccnd that. 
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, $ere was somc 

thing mentioned here at  the last mcetiiig of th-  
Hoase in connection with a n  Order a4ecting th<& 
renting of houses, and I am wonderinq whether thi; 
if. an amendment to give effect to the opinioli 
that n a s  voiced then. rIlon. M. E. COX: Yes.1 
I am referring to the Resolution; I am referriilg 
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to copies of the Order. I do not uilderstaiid 
it. I think that it was either my colleague or 
the honourable junior member for Clirist Church 
who spoke on this particular aspect of the question 
on the occasion to which I have just referred. S') 
really and truly he should have spoken Erst. Ther.0 
is one thing which I do not like in this Order; and 
that is, that to make an order like this and make 
;; retrospective, makes me doubt very inn cl^ urhetb:r 
it applies to the spirit of the l aw  F'urtlier, I do not 
understand what is meant; I do not think that theL+ 

olrie a r  Orders are meant to be retrospective. Iina;' 
Eniergeiicy having beeii declarecl and making th.1: 
retrospectivc! This is a serious thing to creep into the 
kusiness. A11 that you have to do is to anlend it and 
~yiiilr at i t  froni the 25th November. Other\\-ise it is 
very, very contrary to the spirit of thc Act. K O ~ Y  
can you slay that the O ~ d e r  was to have effect from 
the 25th wlien the Order was made on the 1st 
December. If that is so, i t  means that those Orcieh..j 
made on the 221id September, could be easily made -*I  

apply from the 1st January of this year. If you can 
do that, if you can do the one, yon can do the othtxr. 
I t  only goes back to the day on vhich the w r y  Ordcr 
was made or rather to when the particular state O F  
Emergency had beeii declared. 

I hope that IT-hat I have said here on the last 
occasion the hon. member has taken to the Executive 
Committee, and that he will not allow us to find 
ourselves in this awkard position again. Let us revert 
to having our Hurricane and Earthquake Emergency 
Act which is something which might be made to last 
for a year or two. For the year 1955 you have any- 
thing like four or five Orders and Amendments which 
when read, one would be unable to distinguish which 
is which. I am asking him to c10 that and if he 
finds that a mistake is made, he should correct it. 
I t  means that every 2211d of the mo:!tl: :-ou n ill 
have to come in here and do this until you clean 
up all the effects of the hurricane. Hurricane and 
Earthquake Emergencies are things which can last 
for a year or two years. 

Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Speaker, just before the 
adjournmerit of the last meeting took place when 
the Emergency Powers Orders were being considered 
I drew this matter to the Government's attentxn. 
There was very much noise around and I wondered 
~f they had heard what I said. However I am pleascd 
to see that this amendment has come down. What I 
was saying then was this: Government had this rent 
control continued under the new Emergency Order 
and the time is coming when the winter and touest 
season is approaching and the houses that were rented 
on lower rates in the summer would have theii- rates 
increased when that season comes. That is the normal 
practice throughout the world. There are many 
flats and houses which are rented to tourists and 
people who come here to spend the winter a t  remun- 
erative rates. One of those flats can be had by those 
people for two or three months tit winter raZes and 
then the owner' if he can get a renter for the flat 
in  the summer will rent i t  a t  a reduced price. This 
same thing applies to Miami. At the Maresol Flats, 
which is an example of this practice, they have about 
six houses, each having between six and ten apart- 
ments; and the rates charged for those apartments 
a re  considerably higher in the winter months than 
those in summer. This Order if i t  remained as i t  
Tvas would have interfered considerably with the 
owner of such flats getting the rents which he usually 
charges during the winter season, and I am very 
pleased that Government has come down so speedily 
with this amendment, because i t  shows that they are 
interested in the tourist season or are showing signs 
of it. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I differ slightly with 
the hon. junior member for Christ Church on this 
matter. Now, Mr. Speaker, last week we dealt with 
a Kesolution approving Emergency Orders arising 
as a consequence of the hurricane, and one of those 
Orders was for the purpose of controlling and pre- 
venting persons from raising rents. I think every 
hon. member will agree that i t  is an  absolute necessity 
to have some sort of power to prevent people froni 
raising rents as a result of the hurr ica~e .  We passed 
last week that Order which was a general Order; 
now this week there is an amendmen! to that Order. b 

The amendment is to the effect that "nothing in 
this Order shall apply or be deemed to apply to 
any dwelling house the annual rental value r d  wnjch 
iiornially exceeds four hundred and eighty dollars." 
1 am going to say here and now that in  my considex-ed 
opinioii that amendment is wrong and for this 
reason: what you are saying in  effect is that rents 
can be increased as long as the house which you are 
renting out is at  the rate of more than $40 a month. 
1 happen to represent a constituency in which the 
majority of people have to rent houses and I would 
prefer to see t h ~ s  Order saying what i t  really means. 
There is nothing in this Order which can apply to 
apartment houses, houses, and hotels: and that is 
exactly -cl hat you mean that i t  should apply to. With 
the value of money what i t  is today, and the cost 
of laud what i t  is, everyone knows that there are 
people in Bridgetown, (white-collared workers 
especially), of whom two or three families mrgĝ ht 
have to pool together to rent a house at  more than 
$40 a month. They will be at  the mercy oF God and the  
laiidlorcl if this amendment is put  into effect. I 
agree with the Government for  bringing in an Order 
at this stage to prohibit the increase of rent but I 
am not at  all in agreement with your bringing some- 
thing to limit i t  to houses of less than $!U a nionta, 
becaux you are leaving the people who rent houses 
at  more than $40 a nionth a t  the mercies of God and 
the landlord. 

I do not think I am going to vote for  this Reso- 
lution as i t  stands. I know that this amendment was 
meant to apply to those places which are rented in 

1 the off season, that is to hotels, flats and apartment 
' houses, so to speak, which are rented a t  reduced 3 

rates during the summer season; but with this Order 
1 as i t  stands now, it means that when the season is 

changed you could not prevent landlords who have 
houses rented out at  more than $40 a month from 
increasing their rents: and that would be wrong. 
I t  is the view that if this matter had been taken 
up in the right quarter and the desire wax to relieve 

, hotels and people with boarding houses and flats by 
allowing them to charge rents in the winter season 
commensurate with the value of the bosses and to 
make back for the loss a t  which they were rented 
during the off season, this paragraph should have 
been worded differently. 

I am sure the Hon. Minister in charge of this 
Resolution could not have taken this matter seri- 
ously. When i t  comes to the paying of rent for 
houses, in his own constituency there are people 

1 who pay $40 per month for two bedrooms, and a 
lot of those people have suffered as a result of the 5- 
storm. If the person who was responsible for 

I drafting this amendment knew sufficient of the 
1 rental of houses, he xvould appreciate what I say. 

Sir, I am suggesting the postponement of this 
1 Resolution in the meantime to let the Yvlinister get 
I get, something drafted to apply to boarding houses 
1 and hotels. As i t  stands, a lot of people who now 

pay rent a t  $40 ?er inonth would suffer. Their 
rents would be incr~ased and with the shortage of 
houses a t  present, the landlords ~ilould want to 
evict them. 
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While I am speaking on this matter, I want 
to draw the attention of the Government to some- 
thing that has come about as  a result of the houses 

9- damaged in the hurricane. A few weeks ago, we 
sat and passed a Resolution which gave consent to 
the building of prefabricated houses for the pur. 
pose of rehousing the homeless among other things. 
In  other words, Government embarked on a scheme 
of repairing and putting back up houses which 
were damaged, and started cn another scheme of \ building prefabricated houses for those people 

\. whose nouses were destroyed. I t  strikes me that 
the only fair way to do this would be to start first 
with those people who are homeless and who are 
still residing in the shelters, almshouses, churches 
and such places. 1 am a t  a loss to understand 
vkat  policy Government is adopting by allowing 
the people to remain in the various shelters and 
giving the prefabricated houses to people who are 

-A. already in houses. In  St. Michael you are still 
i~ousing homeless people in schools and other Gov- 
ernment buildings, as well as in the St. Michael's 
Infirmary. It is rather heart-rending to find those 
pecple coming to me requesting that they be given 
some opportunity to go back to their normal way 
of life by assisting them in the application for get- 
ting one of these prefabricated houses, and when 
I take the matter up T find that the people 1~7ho are 
in shelters are left in shelters, and the people 
mhose houses are actually put back up and who 
are able to live in them are given new prefabricated 
houses. 
1.25 p.m. 

I an1 addressinr these remarks to the Ministe.. 
who is in charge of this matter and I ask him to loot< 
very carefully into i t  because i t  is causing very much 
discontent and heartburn. There is the feeling that 
Verpons are beino. given houses, persons who dre really 
still in their houses; while peonle who are still. hud- 
dled together in shelters with their children all 
around them and who are sleepina all about, are not 

any houses. I think the policv of the Goveru- 
ment should be that the first houses which are finishe; 
~hou ld  be ~ i v e n  to those persons who have no holl=es. 

,p Mr. SPEAKER: T have given the honourable 
member some latitude. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: This Emergency HOW- 
ing Order ic the result of a hurricane and I quite %? 

K reciate the latitude which Your Honour has given m?. 
T atm sure honourabk members will appreciate t h ~  
p i n t  I have made and if this is to prevent the creatior. 
9f anv hardshin in respect of t h ~  Hotel ovners and 
guest house owners wh3 carrv on this business, that ;S 

an  aDDreciation of what the Touriqt Jndnctr~r [mnrt be. 
If vou annreciate the r5al estde nosition in Be.rbadoC 
t o d a ~ ,  and the rents which are paid, when you apprs3- 
r . ia t~ the fact that a numker of Derqons in the lower 
brackets have been thrown out of their houses, whtlt 
rrcllld be the easiest thine to do? A lot of these neople 
in houce- at  $60 per month had the tops of them blown 
cff and therefore, I do not see why you should dr3-v 

J, 
the line at $40 a month. If you went to Cornbermerr 

4 ' street and such place)?, you will f~rtd houses at  a rentrll 
of $40 a mcnth: they are zct  all what is considered 
rnrhitn collar wor1cer.r and people lilie that occ~ lnp in~  
these houses and thece rents could he raised; 5ut 
b.lo~l7 that thp rents sholxld not be raised. 

) The general amendment should be that this 
order not applv to Hotels and Roard',lz 
houses; you should sav that as a resillt of the hurri- 
cane neople are rendered honielccq and no ro'ltq 
$Y9nld be increa-ed until the Government i5 satisfied 
that the r-habilitation has reached a stalre where it 

be conqidered as satisfactorv. I am sixre that the 
Hon. Minister must know that it is not the desire of 
the Government that this amendment should effect 

any hardship or place any particular group in  any 
hardship. 'l'his is really to prevent persons who 
carry on business so to speak with tourists - 

At this stage Mr .  SPEAICER Zcft the Chair and 
Hr. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: I was saying, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, that there is a difference between 
the people who run this business of hotels and so on 
and other people, one rich in  season and another 
rich out of season. But a broad amendment to the 
Order such as this is ~ e a l l y  placing a particular 
income group a t  a great disadvantage ; because when-. 
ever you get a shortage of houses, the rents wjll be 
going up and up. When you have one or two fami- 
lies who cannot get houses, the rents will go up  and 
3 man finds himself at  the disadvantage that he will 
have to pay more money for rent or remain in  his 
house. I11 my opinion this amendment really hits 
the type of person in the community who cannot 
afford it. I n  this matter, you will appreciate that  
no rents should be increased in the existing circum- 
stances where people are sufferiag. Last week we 
passed without a murmur Regulations saying that  
110 rents should be increased; this week you say that 
you want to amend this Order. I say, that you are 
hitting a t  a particuior Income Group which can 
ill afford i t ;  you are saying that Hotels, Boarding 
Houses and the like should not be increased. I am 
moving the postpcaement of this matter; if this is 
postponed, within seven day9 the Government might 
come back with a new Re~~il.%tion. Honourable mem- 
bers either agree with this or they do not agree with 
i t ;  we had a hurricane and i: became necessary to 
bring down an Order saying that rents should not 
1:e increased, becanse yon had unscrupnious peo- 
ple who put up houses, get people to go in then?- 
there w110 ~vaiit to get 3ut of th- she!t-rs- and thpn 
i~~crease the rents. The Government wants an aniend- 
ment to this Order and in Section 2 of this Amend- 
ment they are asking for an amendment of the Order 
by the addition thereto of the following new article: 

"Nothing in this Order shall apply or be deemed 
to apply to any dwelling house the annual rental 
value of which normally exceeds fcur hundred and 
eighty dollars. ' ' 

F'our hundred and eighty dollars a year is $40.00 
1,cr month. 
1.35 p.m. 

I contend that there is a particular group of 
people living here in which sometimes two families 
have to get together and rent a $40 a don th  house. 
The difficulty underlying this maximum is that  other 
people will in turn, carry up  their rents. I can ap- 
kreciate that, where the economy of a business is 
concerned. I ametherefore in favour of a postpone- 
~; ,pnt  of this Resolution: and this postponement is 
i:.lended to.give the Government a chance of saying: 
v,e have no idea of putting these people at  a disad- 
1 antage. Tn short, t c  give the Government the ehance 
to reco?~sider the Order with a view to r#edressing 
the irregularity. If you CO throlxqh any part of this 
City you will find that houses which were normally 
A45 and $5831 per month are now $55 and $601 per 

<,nth. The people who rent such houses are in the 
~n:;ljorit~ and it is thev -rho suffer most. 

1 beg to move that this Resolution be P O S ~ P O ~ ~ ~  

for further consideration. 
~011 .  M. E. C O S :  ~TT. Delsutv Slsealrrr,- 

nEPuT3' SPEAKER : ?%l1 the honour 
able melnber see whether some other honourable mein- 
bcr is seconding the last motion. 

Mr. TT:lI(]R : I bee to second that. 
Hon. M. E. COX : Mr. D2puty Speaker, I quite 

appreciate the remarks of the honourable senior mern- 



ber for the City as I can see the logic in his argument. 
[Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: Yes, for once.] Provided 
that these circumstances exist in so far  as the number 
of houses in the $40 category is concerned as com- 
pared to those smaller houses the renters of which 
we are trying to protect. While it is true (and 1 
know that the honourable member has doue a little 
reconnoitring as  well as 1 have) I am sure he will 
admit that there is not 1% of the number of house,; 
damaged in the $40 category. 

Mr. E. D. BIOTTLEY : Mr. Speaker, on 8 point 
of explanation. I have not raised the qlicstion of 
damage to the houses in the $40 category. What I 
hrgued was that with respect to those which have been 
damaged the tendency is for the owners to go ahead 
and raise the rents. 

These are the people who will be at  a great d!s 
>:dvanta~e; becausr ~vherever thew is a qi~estioii of 
br;~pIy there is a question of demand. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: The honourable member ais, 
<poke of a class of people who work for $160 ..: 
L U V ~ I ~ ~ I  [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: $120.00 a month tuu j 
whose houses have been damaged by tlie Ilurricane. 
He claims that we are putting thexe people at  a g r e ~ .  
disadvantage if we should allow the forty-dollar-a- 
month niaximum to remain; for ihe simple reasull 
$Lit the ownzrs of those houses could advance the 
rents and the cost of living would thereby go (]p. 
[Mr. R. D. MOTTLEY: I have not mentioned ti?c 
cost of living.] IrIowever, the object of this Order is 
not really to bring into force a rent re,jtrictiorl Act, 
a rent restriction Act is defiiiit~lv distinct from this. 
What we wish to say is this: that the Government is 
making extensive repairs to honses, whether owned by 
the persons who o c c u ~ y  them or by landlords. I n  those 
circumstances i t  is the tendency of landlords to un- 
duly increase 'the rents of their houses. All there- 
fore, the Gcvernnlent is trying to do is to prevent 
these landlords from making any undue increases of 
*sent. But WP are not. at this stage. attexptinq to 
interfere with the normal increases which the land- 
lords are apt to carrt cnt. That, &9r Den:~tv Speak- 
er, you will appreciate, shoilld be dealt with formally 
under a separate Bill, the aims and objects of which 
would be fought out in  this Chamber and either 
passed or reiected. 

On the last occasion when a similar Order was 
Sefore this Hoiise, the hon. junior member for Christ 
Church raised a point relative to boarding houses and 
g-uest houses. The Government saw the reason in 
the point raised and agreed to exempt such yuest 
houses. However, the honourable membq. should also 
adm5t that there are quite a number of houses which 
fall within the category of guest houses which people 
may come to this Island and rent, perhaps for as long 
as two years. Such houses mlay even be newly con- 
structed bungalom. [Mr. E. D. MOTTIBY: New- 
?v constructed houses may be rented a t  any rate per 
month.] I aril sorry; if it is a new house the rent 
mav be advanced. But  the hon. member must agree 
that if a newon tool. un a house today, the rent 
should not be increased thr  r \ed  week. 

A t  t h i s  s f n n ~  Mr. D'ewcty Speakdr  l e f t  t h e  Chair' 
and M'v. S.n~oaZ*rr rex~wded;. 

Hon. M. E. COX: As I said before, we are not 
satisfied, and I must appeal to hon. members to see 
the point in our argument. The fortv-dollar-a-month 
houses are few in number and would not normalhr 
hc renaircd by the Government, but hv the owners. 
The Govprnnlent is. therefore. seeking to nrotect, 
n:nrr nart;ciilarl~-. t l i ~  nnqrep ~ ~ r t i o i ~  o f  T ~ O  C O M -  

rnl~nitv whosle rent may be advanced even thoueh 
their landlords might not have gone throuKh the 

espeilse of repairing them. No harm can be doi~e i~ 
we put the maximum at that. I t  was suggested tnat  
~t srlould ~ t ?  lower; but we felt that $411 should De 
t ~ , e  maxiinurn for the small man, altnough it is. 
lrnown that many clerks cannot easily pay $ 4 ~  a 
month rent. As I s a ~ d  more than once, this is not a. 
Kent fiestriction Act; it is an Order the aim' of which 
1s to prevent unscrupulous landlords from taking 
advantage of their tenants during this unusual 
period of strain. 
1.43 p.m. 

I hope that is clear. I hope that they will see 
that there is absolutely no point in postpulling thlj 
r-qatter. 

Xow, there was another point raised by the same 
hon. member about the policy of getting people out 
of the shelters and he nwntioned that the hom$eless 
people in shclters should be given houses first. I 
should like to assure him that from the beginning, I 
gave instructions that the people who are in shelters 
shculd be attended to first because ~ v e  want to get them 
cut:  but the hon. illember mill appreciate that there 
ar. times when some extraordinary case will crop up  
:nd to which attenticn will have to be g iv~n .  I know 
the case to which the hcn. member is referring. H e  
ic, referrillg to somebody who lives somewhere by  
IIoth~rsal  Turning that was given a prefabricated 
house. I can tell him that we had a report on the 
:tate of that individual's house although he was not 
living in a shelter. I really did not have the oppor- 
tunitv of inspecting i t  mvrelf but  I think i t  was on 
the illformation of the Chief Sanitary Tnspector for 
St. lLZichae1 that that individual was given a pre- 
falvicated house. I t  was recommeilded that thp 
individual owing to the state of the house in which 
hp was living should be placed on the priority list 
fcr  prefabricated houses similar to those people who 
Tvere in shelters. As I understand it, the roof of that 
fellow's house was blown off during the hurricane 
and something was put on temporarily; and tlie 
fellow was livinc in  somethinq which could be de- 
scribed as a downfall. That is the case which wm 
rewresented to me and which the hon. member took 
1.p with my Permanent Seeretarv. 

I want to assure the non. member that i t  is our 
pclicy to attend to those persons who are in shelters 
first, whether they were owners of houses or renters. 
That is definitely our policy. 

Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: That is only one isolated 
case which the hon. meniber mentioned; there are 
other cases in which people were given houses when 
they were not in shelters. 

Hon. M. E .  COX:  Thn hon. nleniJer will ap- 
preciate that I do not know of any other. I therefore 
must appeal to him to assist in giving some of the 
information which he has because I want to %sure 
him that I have not got it. If I knew it, I would put 
my feet down an i t  immediately. 

Mr. VAUGHAN. T tgke this owportunity to 
bring to the Hon Minister's attention v h a t  I con- 
sider to be an nnfortunate remark which was made 
by the Hon Minister of Social Services some time 
ago when he  was introducing a Resolution for a 
large sum of money for the purnose of rehahilitat- 
ing the houses of homeless ~ e o n l e .  He told the 
Honse that it was the last sum he was asking the 
House to grant for that purpose. I thoilpht then 
it was a most unfortunate remark and 1 hone he 
mill have the courage when he needs more lnonev 
for rehousiny the veople to come in here and qav 
that i t  was a most unfortunate remark of his. bp- 
cause, after all. none of the Ministers was r~snonsi-  
ble for the storm. That is how T T ~ P  have to lnok at  
it. They were not responsible when "Janet" des- 
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troyed the people's houses. Therefore, if Govern- 
ment has to spend rnoney to rehabilitate them, do 
not talk of that being the last sum you are asking 

.L 
for  to rehabilitate them, because 1 am aware that  
there is a great hesitancy about repairing and re- 
storing certain houses where i t  is necessary to do 
so. 1 want to draw the matter publicly to the Hon. 
Minister of Housing because I know that  if the 
matter is drawn publicly to his attention, he will 

\ take more urgent cognisance of it. 
Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, I regret very ' much that I cannot see with the honourable senior 

member for the City moving his aluendment be- 
cause while I am in favour in some measure with 
rent co~ntrol, yet I do not agree that an  Order such 
a s  this cannot cause landlords to raise their rents 
because our landlords are such people that  if they 
want an extra five or ten dollars, tney are going to 
Increase the rent of their houses whether this Order 

-a passes this Chamber or not. Therefore, there can 
be no argument based on what the honowable mem- 
ber said that the occupier is goi'cg to be asked to 
pay more rent. So long as there is not a definite 
system of rent control, the landlord is going to ask 
for more rent when he feels he want extra money. 

What is illore, Sir, you must reach some figure 
or other and because of 'that, I am nct i11 favour 
of postponement of the Resolution. 

Sir, I have a point to put to the IIon. Xlinister oE 
Housing with regard to the case to which the lion- 
.ourable senior member for the City made reference 
about giving prefabricated houses to undesirable 
persons. I am sorry that  the Hon. Minister so readi- 
ly agreed with the recommendation for that  case, 
(I do not know if i t  were intentional or accidental) 
but  i t  does cast a reflection on the Housing adminis- 
tration. 

What I want to say now is that  the rehabilita- 
tion of people by the reconstruction of their homes 
is a job of extremely great magnitud'e. I t  is scat- 
tered all over the island and, lest i t  be a reflection 
on the Manager of the Housing Board over the wag 
in which he is handling the job, I am going to say 
here and now (and I am not always willing to de- 

h fend anybody unless I have good reasons to do so, 
nor am I willing to accuse anybody unless I am sure 
I am correct in so doing) that I know that the Hous- 
ing Department gets a lot of trouble daily because 
of the dozens of people who come to me with their 
housing problem. Because of that, I have to tele- 
phone the Department often, and I can say readily 
that the Manager of the Housing Board has been 
always ready to respond to the giving of informa- 
tion in respect of rehabilitation of the people and 
their houses. 
1.55 p.m. 

I t  might not even be thought of as  deeply i~ow 
as it might be thought of in the future. I am speak- 
ing of the charge which has been made; I am1 not 
saying whether i t  is true or not because I am not 
fully a w n e  of the particular case, but  what strikes 

M 
me is the admission of the Hon. I\Xinister. Of course 

LI. i!e clarified the position by saying that the special 
case was put  to him and he was justified about it. 
I am r o t  willing to say whether the person concerned 
:T as deserving of assistance or not ; but I know how 
difficult i t  is for the Manager of the Department with 

I 

the matters which confront him daily; and if ail 
irregularity takes place, i t  should not be taken as 
a general reflection of the Management of the De- 
imrtment. Here you have supervisors some of whom 
the Department only became acquainted with as a 
result of the hurricane, and Mr. "X" is told to go to 
Penny Hole with material3 and to use his discretion 
in the area. Cases like that should not be taken as 

A 
4 .  

a departmental Pault; 1 only wanted to make my 
posnibn clear in that matier. 

'I'here is another point which I want to raise with 
the Government. Some time ago a Kegulation was 
brought here pointing out the way in w h i ~ h  the al- 
location of the prefabricated houses would affect the 
respective parishes. I have noticed in this Regula- 
tion that there was a prcvision for 38 houses for the 
parish of St. John and I am told by the people in the 
parish that althcugh the houses are being 'built up  
there, they are taken out of the parish and carried 
to other parishes before those perscils who are to get 
houses in the parish are given them. The 11011. Min- 
ister will realise that a thing like that would cause a 
I'ttle confusion and I hope i t  will be remedied. 

There is yet another point which I would like 
to raise. There was a provision in  respect of these 
lots of families and 1 hzve read where progress is 
going ahead in Christ Church. I would like to  know 
w h y  it has not been started in R. John in view of 
the fact that there is a niisunderstandiiig among some 
uf the hcuseholders in the parish. There are several 
cases i11 which even before the hurricane, labourers 
u e d  to 'be given lodgings, at  each other's homes ; since 
their houses have been destroyed and they have to 
seek shelter in  public places, some of these people 
have refused to give further shelter to those who 
have no houses and who have been sheltering with 
these other people. It would be a good thing if you 
could give the parish two 20-block houses with which 
they could go ahead so as to relieve the situation as 
it stands today. As a matter of fact, if you are 
going to do kindness, the sooner you do it the more 
appreciated i t  will be for those who receive it. I 
hope the Governwent will t ry  to expedite whatever 
they intend to do not only in that parish but  in all 
the parishes with respect to the rehousing of the 
people. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. SPEAKER:  It now being after 2 p.m. of 
the Clock this House now stands adjourned until a 
quarter to three in accordance with the Rules. 
2 p.m. 

On re-assembling. 
Mr. SPEAKE8:  The question is that further 

consideration of this Resolution be postponed. Hon. 
members in favour of that will please say "aye" 
those against please say "no" ; I think the "noes" 
have it. 

T h e  auestion that th is  Resolution do  now pass 
was a,nd resolved in the  affirmatz2:e wi thout  
division. 

AMENDMENTS TO REPRESENTATION 
OF THE PEOPLE BILL 

Hon. C. E.  TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I am askirg 
leave to take Order No. 2 standing in the name of 
the Hon. Premier, as tl:e next Order of the Day. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is asking 
leave to take Order No. 2. as the next Order of tile 
Day; and unless there be any objection, leave wi:l 
be granted. 

There  b e h g  n o  06 jection, leave was gra?ztD l 
the  hon. mem,ber. 

Order No. 2 was called: To move the cmsideri- 
tion of the amendments of the Honourable th,? 
Legislative Council to the Bill to consolidate the 
laws relating to the Representation of the people. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, this Bill has 
already been before this Chamber. It has now re- 

' turned from the Other Place whither i t  went a113 
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they have seen fit to submit a number of amend- 
rnents. These amendmelits are essential in that t hc j  
provide the necessary extra machinery for tlze 
effective working of this Bill. I n  so doing the Other 
Place has done a great service to the comnlunity. 
thought I might mention that, having observed that 
the amendments are very voluminous. They aCc 
essential in the sense that, ullless the alnendments 
are incorporated into this Bill, the Bill may, in 
many cases, prove unworkable. This is, therefore, 
one of the instances in  which the senior Chamber 
has rendered a great service to the Island as a whole, 
notwithstanding the services of Mr. Lightjurn and 
Mr. Malone of the Legal Dewrtment in regularisillg 
these amendments to the Bill as passed by th\' 
House. 

Now, what are the main objects of these amenJ- 
merits? As hon. members will see, there are two 
measures; one of which is the Local Governmelit 
Act, and the other, the Representation of the Pea- 
ple Bill, which is still in the form of a Bill and 
which is now before us. The Local G~vernmer~t  
Act provides for the preparation of a yeally register 
for local government purposes; while the Represell- 
tation of the People Bill provides for the registrii- 
tion of electors at  least every five years. Aftor 
further consideration, Government has decided th::t 
having two separate registers would involve urine 
essary expense, as it would be necessarY to ha;.+, 
two separate persons to compile them. It albl 

felt that the principle in the h e a l  
of h a ~ i n g  a new register prepared every Year wOul-l 
also involve considerable expense. I t  was, there. 
fore, resolved to combine the Acts to 
be able to provide one register for both PUrIroses; 
that is, for the Purpose of the Local Government, 
Act and that of the Representation of the PeoplP 
Act. That then, is rf'slly the gist of thpse amelld- 
ments. In  other words. the main object is to coin- 
bine the two Acts in s3ch a way that there will 
be necessity for only Olle register, and not as 
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these two Bills, the Representfition of the People 
Bill as passed by us and the Local Government Bill, 
remain the same. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, when the Representation of 
the People Act comes into force there will be thn:? 
registering officers for the whole Island who will, 
in their substantive posts, be the clerlrs of the? 
respective but for the preparation of tk,: 
first register of as the coullcils v-ill not y+r, 
have been revealed, power is give11 to the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee to appoint r3gistering offi- 
cers for the several constituencies. E-Ion. membel-S 
will realise that whelz the Local Goverllment Act 
comes into operation the Island will be divided into 
three areas, each area having its Council. There wrll 
be a clerk to each Council who normally will b :  
the registering officers. But, until then, the register 
jng officers will have to be appointed by tlia 
Governor-in-Executive Committee. I n  additio~l, 
there will be a chief registering officer who will be 
in charge of the work of all the registering officers 
The reason for this is that the registers of the elec- 
tion officers will involve far  more work than the 
preparation of subsequent registers; and the revisiov 
of these registers must be done because the coi~sti 
tuencies will have to be divided into polling dis 
tricts. 

Provision "has been made in clause 16 of Par t  
11 of the  ill for the appointnlent of a D~~~~~ 
Supervisor of Elections who will be provided witlk 
powers as full as those of the Sup2rviscr of ~l~~ 
tions, and who, normally, will supervise all the 
pollillg on Election Day. That is a very tirrleli 
amendment to clause 16,  becanse in case the Super 
visor of Elections should for instancc fall ill, there 
would be no one to take his place, as tllere is n<i  
provision for i t  in thr  ill as passed by us. Hall 
members will a t  once realise that all incident such 
as that would throw the whole machinrry out oc 

' 

is contained in the Local Government Act which 
was formally considered and passed by us. 

I will just mention this in passing. In  Englalld 
the same principle is followed. The Representatioll 
of the People Act, 1949, it exists 
consolidates the election law in that particular 
respect so as to include, not only the elecGons of 
the House of Commons, but other types of elections, 
as for example: those of the County Councils, t'll* 
Borough Councils, the parish and r i ~ r a i  district,. 
Therefore, ill our case we are just fbliowing th-3 
English practice. 

Now that we have adult sufTrage, the basip 
qualification of which is residence and th- atiaia- 
ment of the age of 21 (because although there al-  
other qualifications in the Local Governmei~t Act, 
the basic qualifications under a d d t  suffrage a:? 
first of all, Eeing a British subject, haring attaim~! 
the age of 21, being of ssuizd mind and residing ii .  
a particular area or district at :h:! cjuelifyiag dzt-; 
there is no necessity under those c i~ -~~~ms tances  of 
having this main and only qualification of tho 
Representation of the People Act, t o  have two 
registers. After securing the advice of the Local 
Government adviser and that of Mr. Malone of the 
Attorney General's Chambers, the matter was duly 
considered with the result that these amendmencb 
have been submitted by the Other Place. 

Now the amendments which have been mactc 
involving these two Bills in no way affect anv 
existing principles, but merely provide the neces- 
sary extra machinery. I hardly can say that too often. 
I n  other words, the old principles laid down in 

gear. ~ h ~ ~ ~ f ~ ~ ~ ,  the providing for a 
Deputy Supervisor of Elections to take the 

the Supervisor of elections and to be seized 
those powers, is indeed welcome. The Deputy Super 
visor o.f Elections will be the man in the field o.r 
Eleetioll Day covering the various districts of th 
Island where his presence will be necessary. On thl 
other hand, the Supervisor of Elections \Till be it, 
his office controlling matters from the executive 
point of view. 
3.00 p.m. 

AS honourable members will appreciate, this is 
a necessary amendment for the smooth working of 
this Bill. 

The amendment to Clause 10 provides that the 
division of a ccastituencj? into polling districts 
should become a job of the registering officer. That 
change therefolre has caused this Clause to be ex- 
tended. Let me say that the Register is preparvrt 
on the basis of polling districts and it is obviously 
important that the division of a constituency iuti, 
polling districts should not be a matter which 
should be left to the whims and any parti 
cular individual. 

Sub-sectica (5) provides :- 
Subject to the provisions of subsection (9) of 

section 7 of this Act it shall be the duty of the reg- 
istering officer to keep the polling districts of the 
constituency for which he acts under revie~v and 
subject to the approval of the Governor-in-Exe3u- 
tive Committee by notice published in the ccOfficial 
Gazette" to make such alteration in such districtz 
including the abolitica or establishment of any poll- 
ing district as he may consider proper having re- 
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gard to the provisions of sub-sections (2) ,  (3) and 
(4) of this section. 

Sub-section (6) further provides :- 
P If a t  any time the Governor-in-Executive Com- 

mittee shall consider i t  to be necessary or desirable 
so to do he may review the polling disbricts in  aiqy 
constituency and if he shall so think fit having re- 
gard to the provisions of sub-sections (2) ,  (3) and 
(4)  of this section direct the registering officer for 

\ that constituency to make any alteration therein, 

\ including the abolition or establishment of any poll- 
, ing district, and if such registering officer upon 

being so directed shall fail within one month after 
being so directed to make the alteration so required, 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee may by notice 
published in the "OEcial Gazette" effect such alter- 
ation. 

Then there is sub-section (7) :- 
The Govenlior-in-Executive Committee may 

9. make regulations providing for the adaptation of 
district and may make in such regulations special 
provisions for cases where any alteration of polling 
districts is made between the date of publicatio~l of 
the electors' lists and the comiag into force of the 
register of electors prepared from those lists, but 
cxcept in cases for which such provision is made 
by regulations, an alteration of polling districts 
made either under the provisions of subsections (5: 
o r  (6) of this section, shall not bs effective until the 
coining into force of the first register of olectot-S 
prepared or as the case may be revised after the 
alterations were made : 

The following proviso is added: 
Provided that for the purposes of all proceed- 

ings connected with the praparation or revision ol 
such register the division or alteration shal l  be 
effective as from the date it is approved or, as  the 
ease may be, made by the Governor-in-Executive 
Commit te~  i 

I n  England this power is vested in the Honlo 
Secreta~y. I 

I do not intend to deal with all the aqendments. 
1 will now deal with those to Clause 19. The amend- 
ment to this Clause gives power to the Supervisor 
of the Election rather t h m  to the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee, the right to appoint poll clerks. 
I t  has been done for the reason that Poll Clerks are 
junior officers and a s  such, hardly warrant appoint- 
ment by the Governor-in-Executive Committee. 
Clause 19, subclause (2)  of the Bill p-ovides that 
in case of an emergency a poll clerk should take 
over from the Presiding Officer. However, i t  i s  felt 
that the F"oll Clerlr might not be always a suitable 
type of person to run  a polling station, so the amend- 
ment to this Clause to give power to the Supemisor 
of Elections to appoint such an officer in an emer- 
gency. I think these amendments to this Clause are 
pretty clear, They only have to be studied care- 
fully. 

Formerly, there was only m e  Revising Officer, 
but now with Adult Suffrage there are thousands 

vr of electors in each constituency. There is need 
.A therefore, for having more than one Revising Officer 

liow, if the work is to be compIeted within the 
stipulated time of three weeks. Power is therefore 
given to the Governor-in-Executive Committee to 
appoint as many Revising Officers as the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee may see fit. That is the 
amendment to Clansc 66. 

There is the addition of Clause 71 which is a 
saving clause. Honourable members will agree that 
when this Act comes into force the first thing that 
will have to be done will be the preparation of the 
Register of Electors. That takes several months to 

%compile because i t  involves house-to-house visits to 
+E 

find out who are entitled to vote. I n  poiat of fact, 
the liegister cannot be brought into effect before the 
30th June every year. Beiore this Act comes into f 

bperation, there is the possibility that there will be 
l;o register to govern an election as the Act ~epea l s  t 
the existing law; therefore sub-section (1) of Sec- 
t ~ o n  71 provides for the saving of the existing reg- 
ister until the new register is published. Sub-clause 
(1) reads as follows :- 

Notwithstanding anything contained i n  this Act, 
in the event of any election being begun prior to the 
publicatio+;l pursuant to the provisions of this Act 
of the first register of electors prepared under the 
provisions of tais Act the reg?sters of electors pre- 
pared anci in force in accordance with the provisions 
of any enactment in force-immediately prlor to the 
date of the conling into operation of this Act shall 
be the registers of electors to be used a t  such elec- 
tion, and the persoas entitled to vote a t  such elec- 
tion shall be those who are registered in  such regis- 
ters of electors. " 

Sub-clauses (2) and (3) of Clause 71 axe designed 
t~ save the register of previous elections for  Vestry 
elections. Sub-clauses (2) and (3) read as fal lam: 

"Notwithstanding mything contained in thi; 
Act, in  the event of any election of members of a 
Vestry being be,g,n prior to the first local Govern- 
ment election to be held under the provisions of the 
Local Government Act, 1954, such elections shall be 
held and conducted in  accordance with the provisions 
of any8 enactment relating thereto in  force immedi 
ately prior to the date of the coming into operatior. 
of this Act. 

"Notwithstanding anything contained in this 
Act, until such time as the Governor shall, by  notic:! 
in the "Official Gazette' otherwise direct, the list3 
of voters entitled to vote at a n  election of membe1.s 
of a Vestry shall continue to be prepared and main- 
tained and revised in  accordance with the provisions 
of any enactment relating thereto in force immo- 
diately prior to the date of the coming into opera t i~n  
of this Act. 

This means that the old Register wilt hold good 
so far  ss the General Assembly and the Vestry art? 
concerned. 

Mr. Speaker, the amendments to this Act are 
voluminous, but they are essential and valuable i~ 
order that the whole Bill will be workabll.. They ar.2 
absolutely essential in order to put this Act in order, 
and to regularise both Bills-the Local Government 
Act and the R,epresentation of the People Act. They 
entailed a voluminous amount of work by Mr. Light- 
burn whose services we are fortunate to secure, an11 
who had been here for the past six or right  month^, 
and has spent many hours consitlering t h ~ s 9  
amendments along with the assistance of Mr. 
Malone who is the Legal Draftsman in the Attor- 
ney General's Department. These amendments have 
been thoroughly examined by a Select Committee 
of the Other Place, paragraph aft.jr paragraph, 
clause after clause, section after section, over a 
period of weeks and have also received the clo~a 
scrutiny of the Hon. Premier under whose porr- 
folio this Bill comes, but who unfortunately 1s 
absent from the House today through illness. They 
have also received the scrutiny of the Ilnn. Ministc~ 
of Social Services who normally would have bee;, 
handling this matter today, were i t  not that he 
is absent from the colony on legislative business. 
3.10 p.m. 

I am merely sukmjtting to hon. members th? 
fact that these amendments have received the close 
scrutiny and attention not only by the Gther Plaac 
who made a very good job of them in Select Com- 
mittee but also by Mr. Lightburn and the Legal 
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Draughtsman Mr. Malone, who has made a ver? 
valuable contribution a n d  who has done a very 
good job so that  these amendments could be pre- 
sented to this House today. I n  the abseiice of the 

I/ Hon. Premier and also that  of the Hon. Minister 
of Social Services, i t  has fallen my lot to deal with 
these amendments and with the limited time a t  my 
disposal to go through these ameadmer!ts. I will be 
quite willing to answer any  poiilts of difficulty which 
might arise i n  the minds of honourable members. 

~~f~~~ I down I sllould like to give thi; 
assurance, that these amendments do not affect any 
principle to either of the Bills which we have passed, 
either the Local Government Bill or the Represelt 
tation of the people  ill.   hi^ is just the 
chinery for putting these two Bills into eflect; thi; 

just the conversion of what is written on paper 
into reality. ~h~~~ am.lldments had to be insert21 

thir, ~i~~ in order tc m&e it workable; this 
the means of making oiie register for Local Goverl; 
ment elections and elections for the Central Gov- 
ernment. This is a question of saving expense 
the taxpayers; whereas you have to spend 
about %2,000 or g3,000 every year under the old 
 ill. we are now hen. to agree tc, 
these amendments. ~~~~i~~ how i~llsious her, 
members are to save the taxpayers' nloiiey and to 
do everything to  assist them, we arc asking host. 
members to agree to the proposed amendment. 
which have been sent down. 

I am merely telling hen. members that if the) 
disturb any proposals which are sent down here 
that Tvill illterfere with the whole machinery. 14 
we want to hold the elections for  Local Governmenr 
llext year, the qualifying date is the 31sL December 
and unless the amelldments to these two Bills ar,: 
agreed to, it means that the whole mac!lincry wlli 
be upset. ~t js important t o  ask hen. members llot 
to insist on ar;y new amendment although they wi.1 
naturally attack whatever amendment they think fi* 
to  attack: but to incorporate any new ~mendmsr  : 1 

Bills passed and I therefore beg to move that theJ,- 
amendments be now read a first time. 

Mr. SMITH:  I beg to  second that. 
Mr. L E W I S :  The hon. member has said that, 

this Bill has received the attention of the O t h e ~  
Place and that  if we intenfere with these amend 
ments, this Bill is not likely to  come into effect a t  
the time when i t  should come into effect. I counsel 
the hon. member to review his attitude to Bills 
which are sent back here with amendments. That i u  
a wrong attitude. I f  we disagree with any of thcbL 
amelldments we so and we should 11,' 
prepared to fight any principle which we regard a% 
WrOllg and put  i t  there. The attitude which th( 
hon. member has expressed is too often the attitn lc 
of the Government i n  bringing forward measure$ 
here. TVho is responsible for  this Bill coming to t l i ~ ~  
House? This House passed this Bill a long timt. 
ago and a t  this stage I would like to aorrect wha' 
the member has said. 
3.20 P m .  

Mr. Speaker, there are certain thing5 in this Bill 
which will need very careful attention, and 1 hop 
that the Hon. Minister has aitc3nlpted T O  study, at 
least, some of these amendments whizh he is most 
likely to be called upon to  explain. He  has said t11 it 
'le is willillg 

Mr. Speaker, i t  is regrettable that  the House 
"ajourlled until mid-day today for the purpose of 
dealing with these amendments and  tha t  there a re  
FO few lnenlbers present to deal with this Bill. I 
am convinced that  these amendments should not be 
passed in the I3ouse but that they should Fe a e e e d  

in a Cnmmittee the One of m y  
reaSO1lS for saying that is because the amendments 
are very voluminous. The Hon. Minister claims 
that thep should receive attention; and 1 am going 
to ask him t o  exercise his mind i n  this respect. The 
alnendment 16 reads thus:  

(3) "For the purpose of a n  election under this 
Act, the Governor shall appoint a Deputy 

mrould disturb everything and throw everything ou: Sunervisor of Elections who shall assist 
of order. I n  order to hold the new election nex- 
vear these Bills will have to  be p u t  on the Statute 

th_e Supervisor of Elections, and shall, sub- 
ject to any  general or specific directions of 

~ o o k  and they will not be on the Statute Book nnle.,s 

I 
the Supervisor of Elections, have power t o  

these amendments are agreed to. 
I hope I have explained certain things to  tii,. 

sa t isfact i~n of hon. mem'uers. However the amend 
ments are very clear and any hon. member wh7 
goes through them can see wnera they have beeo 
made; if they have done thar. t i ~ r y  will see that 
the amendments are clear. Tht-re :lrp alany typo 
graphical errors which could h a ~ e  been a-~o~clecl ari,i 
I must say thar, metic.vlous as certain I-don. meinbrrs 
of this House are, this is one Bill whwh certainly 
does not pay any  tribute to the meticuiousness n f  

I may use that word, of the meticuloas n12mbt.it; 
of this House. This is  one case i n  which the genius 
of being meticulousiy careful did not exist, it was 
absent and absoiuteiy void. There wag quite d 

vacuum for  the Other Place to exhibit some of t h e x  
prowess i n  so f a r  as being meticulous and in  so fa r  
as  draughtsmanship are  concerned. Therefore I am 
asking hon. members now tha t  the members of th .  
Other Place have made a complete job of this Bill. 
to pay them some tribute; now that  the experts 
have spent hundreds of days i n  going through these 
Bills, these Bills having received the scrutiny and 
attention of other people who are Competent tc  
advise, I a m  asking hon. members t o  think carefull-J 
before they make any snap  a1~endn1e-t which a.;l 
destroy everything which we been t r ~ n g  ti- 
achieve and which we al l  have i n  our minds- 1 
think all hon. members are  anxious to see these 

perform all or any of the functions which 
the Superrinor of Elections is by this Act 
required to perform. " 

(3)  "The Supervisor of Elections and Deputy 
Supervisor of Elections shall receive such 
remuneration as  may be prescribed." 

Mr. Speaker, the Governor appoints the civil 
servants and tllere are  past instances in which I 
have even supported this practice; but this is one 
case in  which I think that the Ministers should not  
insist on h a ~ ~ l n g  the Goveraor-in-Executive Commit- 
tee make the appointment, for this reason: the  
Governor-in-Executive Committee is a political body 
and they F-ave no right to  appoillt people to be re- 
turning officers in  a n  elcctioa. That is a serious 
principle. However, I do not intend to discuss this 
particular amendment to ally great extent a t  this 
stage. 

Mr. Speaker, I should also like to ask the Hon. 
Minister to look a t  paragraph ( I  think they call 
them paragraphs or rulas) look a t  rule 11 of t h ~  
First  Schedule. 

The Governor-in-Executive Committee is a pol- 
itical body; and  fancy them appointing people t o  
a office. Mr. speaker, in 1939 a n  was 
passed to take certain powers from the Govemor; 
but in 1945 they were restored because the Governor 
asked for  them. I f  he had not asked for them wonld 

- he have got them? Or, if he had refused them would 
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you have given him? This Bill is not clear to ever>-- 
body and I am sure i t  is not clear to them. I must 
ask the Hon. Minister to tell me. not what the word 
"majority" means generally, but what the word 
"majority" means in this text. 

Mmr. Speaker, let us imagine, as happened i n  
Trinidad, that 10 people came forward for a COG- 
stituency. Is i t  possible for a majority of votes to 
be given to two people? 

Hon. C. E.  TALMA: The word "highest" as - 
'J contained in the context of rule 11 of the First 

Schedule nf the Bill as passed by the House denotes 
the superlative degree; so "highest" refers to one. 
whereas "majority" as contained in the ameadment 

to the poll, and 100 people voted for the candidates, 
do you divide the poll or the people? 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, up to now 
the honourable member has llot r e ~ d  the amended 
rule 44 (4) in full. It reads as follows :- 

"Subject to the iast foregoing paragraph 
the deposit shall be forfeited if a poll is taken 
and, after the cou~lting of the votes by the re- 
turning oftieer (including any recount) is com- 
pleted, the candidate is found not to have polled 
more than one-eighth of the total number of 
votes polled by all the candidates." 
Mr. LEWIS : That means the number of votes 

rhich each caadidate has received. 
9 to rule 11 refers to two. I Hon. C. E. TALMA : Mr. Speaker, that is just 

A VOICE: You cannot have a superlative ~ f h a t  I am telling the honourable member "Dolled77 
referring to two. 

Mr. I;EWIS : Mr. Speaker. did the Hon. &Tin- 
ister not know that it was inciuded in the Bill  last^ 

h 
time! Or is i t  that he did not know the meaning 
of the word "superlative"? 

Hon. C. E. TALMA : Mr. Speaker. I did fiat 
loolr at the text of rule 11 SO closely. However. 1 
arr, saying now, that we may Correct a word; but 
that does not mean that we had used the right one. 
I t  is quite easy get mixed up in this point. If 
the candidates did ]lot get a majority of votes (and 
tile majority might be two, as he says. out of ten 
that have not been elected)- 

Mr. LEWIS: Nr.  Speaker, I am aslc;llx tll" 
IIcfi. Minister to consider thlit what I am .telli% 
him is not wrong. Does the Hon. Minister knot+' 

means secured by  the candidates. Or that t i e  votes 
secured have been polled by the candidates. Why 
try to reduce everythillg to an  absurdity? 
3.30 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS:  He does not understand what he 
is talking. If you say the number of votes polled on 
each candidate, it means if a n  elector vote for two 
calldidates that is two votes. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: It says the number of 
votes polled. That means the total number of people 

went to the polling station and voted. 
Mr. L E m S  : This is a mistake i n  this Act, and 

you will have to change i t  You will have to bring i i  
;,E amendmellt to it later on. I know what has hap 
~ e n e d .  I t  has been copied from the United Kingdom 
Act where an elector does not split his vote. 

that if l0 people came forward out of 1,000 all of 1 we have a lawyer in the House. 
then1 could get votes? Suppose a couple or six of 
them got 98 and i t  was added to the total, do pon 
llot see that if you picked Out two of them 
would happen? A l l  this only makes me feel haw 
careful we have to be with this Bill, and how, Mr. 
Speaker, they will clkpnver later the full significal~c.: 

Ask him how he interprets this; he ought t o  be inter- 
ested in it. I say again that this can only be inter- 
preted to mean a total of all the votel ,vhich tl,< 

received, *d you divide it by 
eight. It means that if candidate got one bun- 

of what I am saying. 
cired votes, another got a hundred and mother, 

- I another hundred, that will be three hundred votes 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I s i l u ~ k i  like to ask the Hon. .lid thell you d i ~ d e  the m o u n t  by eight. That will 

Minister also to look a t  rule 44 in the First Schedub. be three hundred votes although only two hundred 
He says that no new principle is involved in these I 

cmendments. I have seen the Act as originally 
printed; and while i t  is true that this is not an 
nmendment except in the sense of a typograpllical 
error1 I should like to ask the 
n:enlber for St. Michael if this was taken from the 
TTnited Kingdom Act. I t  was brought to the iJouse 
and while nobody wys that it has changed the 
principle of the Bill, yet, if >u,c read the Objects 
and Reasons you will see i: stated that certain new 
provisions have bern il1,.lnLj? 1 -1 brand llew pyinci- 
nit. has been illtroduced he1.p a,nd not 0 x 1 ~  of the 
&finisters has acquainted t h ~  House of i t .  I will 
read it and ~ e r h a p s  the HOP Minister will be able 
to tell me whether he nnder,dands it and whether 
it can be talren to a p l ~ l ~  to elections in Barbados. 
I t  may be all right for E~lqland hilt illot for Barbados 

Mr. Speaker, I realjse that J am trespassing 
~~t in the 1943 a ijeDosit was mentioned 

4 the particular section dce!illg \vith it reads as fol- 
Lows :- 

" ~ f  a candidat@ be not elected and the 
number of votes po?lPd bp hilr: do not exceed 
one-sixth of the total numbw of votes ~ o l l e d  
the amount depositerl shall FP f o r f ~ i t ~ r l  to His 
Majestv. ' ' 

that and see what yo1-i nndemtand bv i t .  
Rllle 44 (4) of the first S r h e d u l ~  says "one-eighth 
,,F the total of V O ~ P S  nolled by 071 the can_- 
didates." 

Mr. Speaker. I wonder if the Hon. Minister 
cvould understend this? Jf you had 100 peoplr going 

people may have voted and that is the type of thing 
tilat you are up against. 

I t  is too bad that the Hon. Minister a n n o t  see 
at  what I am driving. I hzve to give up. My health 
doPS not p2rm,it me to argue this poinu with the ~ i ~ -  
icter anymore. 

I am, also going to say that it has not been drawn 
to our attention that ths was changed from 1/6 to  
!h. If you look a t  the 1913 Act you will txe that it 
i' of the number of people who go the Polls, 
"Ot the number of votes cast- It was changed from 

to !h "ld no mention wasl IQade about it. 
Hon. C. E .  T A W  : I n  an  attempt t o  clarify 

Illis point for the benefit of the hon. member, I want 
him to realise that the votes polled a t  any election 
are the number of votes which were cast on that 
particular day. We may have a person voting fo: 
two candidates but  i t  is not on a calculation of the 
number of votes which the t andidates receive to 
gether; it is on a calculation of the num&er of votes 
';hieh the people e s t .  Anybodv reading this Act 
and knowing our set up cannot misundxmtand it. 
3.40 

Mr. TJIETTIS : Mr. Speaker, really and truly 
me are all out of Order; hilt I am very glad that you 
1 1 ~ " ~  not seen it vet H o ~ ~ e v e r .  it apnears to me 
fhat  so l o w  vcu have i t  on the number of votes 
that the candidates vet, i t  means that if so-and-so 
n p t ~  Qf i  m l n v  ~ ~ 0 1 1  have to add un those votes, and 
then dividn them: and if that is not done you will 
rlct b.? following the law. I t  is not as the Hon. 
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hl,inister has said that i t  will be calculated from ?h 
of the people who go to the Polls. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to get a rnling fro111 
you as to whether i t  would be in order for thl.2 
House to move an  amendment to a Clause whicu 
has been amended by the Other Place, cr whet he^ 
we can only amend the actual words. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House has its power to do 
that ;  the matter is before us for our consideratiou 
But  what exactly is the hon. member ' 5  point ? 

Mr. LEWIS : I am asking for Your Honour'? 
guidance as to whether this House can amend i \  

Clause in  this Bill which has been amended by t h ~  
Other Place or whether the House is only confined 
to amending those words of the amendment n. 
actually proposed by the Other Place. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Nothing which we have sent 
to the Other Place can be amended by this House, 
we can only deal with the actual words which the 
Other Place has amended. 

Mr. LEWIS: If  there is a misttke i t  would 
have to be amended by  an amending B i l l  i t  canno? 
be amended by us because it is our mistake. There 
is a n  actual mistake now in the Bill as printed. 1 
would like to find it, Sir, because advantage has 'been 
taken of u s  by the Other Place as to any small n~is-  
take. There is an amendment which is in italics and 
which has got me confused and there is one in  italics 
which is not an  amendment at  all. I ,  too, am of the 
opinion that we should debate this Clause on ths 
seconcl reading of these amendments. 

The question that these amen~dmmts be now read 
a j k t  time was put and resolved in flu, affirmatiw 
without divisiorz. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: BIr. Speaker, with the per- 
mission of the House I beg to move that these arnend- 
wents be now read a s e c o ~ d  time. 

Mr. LEWIS:  We have already given permis- 
sion for an  honourable member to take charge of 
these amendments. 
3.510 p.m. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I am' sorry 
to have delayed the House. I beg to move that these 
amendments be now read a second time. 

Mr. SMITH: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I thought the Hon. 

Minister would have taken the opportunity to let us 
know if he had made any discovedes so that our 
m$nds would not continue to be uneasy if we were 
wrong. 

Hon. C. E.  TALMA: Mr. Speaker, On a point 
of explanation, with reference to the point raised by 
the honourable junior member for the City i11 con, 
nection with rule 44 (4) of the Rules of Schedule one, 
I should like to say that this is the identical wording 
cf our old Acts, and i t  has passed the House like this 
before; but  further investigation of the matter is 
now being carried out by the Crown Law Oacers 
and I am afraid that I cannot give the honourable 
member the full explanation now. However, the 
functions of the Act are quite clear. It relates to 
the number of people voting. I t  does not relate to 
the number of votes cast; because under our system 
our people have the right to vote two wlys. I t  does 
not relate to the number of votes cast. It must relate 
t o  something sensible; so i t  relates to what is reason- 
able. The electors are human beings, and this rmelates 
to human beings and not necessarily to the number 
of votes cast; this is a factor which under our presc lit 
s.ystem gives rise to much confusion, not only in this 
respect, but in other respects; because, verv often 
you do not know who is opposing whom. The time 
5s cornling when wards will be set up and these wards 

will receive a fair and more equitable basis of repre- 
sentation. 

Mr. L2EIVIS: Mr. Speaker, I thank the honour- 
able member for his interruption; and I would tell 
him this: that there is some t i q e  between the inten- 
tion and what you are actually doing. I have shown 
the Hon. Minister the 1943 Act which does not say 
anything about votes for any candidates. I can only 
l ope that this is what is really wrong there. If 
rule 4 4  (4) as  amended had stopped a t  "polled" I 
believe i t  would 'be exactly as we had i t  before, and 
c\ erybody would be able to understand what is meant 
t-!~ a vote "polled". But when you talk of "the 
jtotal cumlber of votes polled by all the candidates," 
if you have copied that from the English Act that 
is perfectly right for them. I n  their case the total 
number of votes polled for  all the ca~~rlidates arc 
the numlber of people who go to vote. That is so in 
England but i t  is not so in  Barbados. IS the Gov- 
ernment should bring in that it should 'tie changed 
from "one-sixth of the total votes polled" to "one- 
eighth of the total votes polled" that rrould be ;I 
different matter. 

I am surprised that the Hon. Minister has said 
that single member constituencies should be set up. 
I remember when this Bill was before this House, 
an  amendment to that effect was introduced; but  
I do not think that i t  was accepted. I t  may be a 
useful thing in our present political set up to re- 
tain that. However, this Bill as  a whole is a Rill 
which we have long wanted. I t  was due since the 
last Election because I remember that  a t  that time 
we had an emergency Law which we had to regu- 
larise. 

I do not think that the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee should be the body to say when a new 
register should be made. Whenever there is a new 
general election we should have a new register; and 
the register for the general election should cover 
any bye-elections in between, or any time that  the  
House may be dissolved other than during the 
efflux of time. I t  should cover a period of years. 
I t  should not be a t  anybody's discretion, and espe- 
cially the Governor-in-Executive Comruittee's b.- 
cause if the party in power feel that i t  would be 
to their advantage not to have a new register, all 
they have to do is to advise the Governor by saying 
for instance : "Well, we can get back in power on 
the old register; therefore, do not have a new regis- 
ter." I say again, that I do not think that anybodv 
should be in that position. 

I would certainly welcome the House going 
into Committee on these amendments. I t  is true 
that you might have had an  expert to advise you 
but he may not be an expert on Barbados elections. 
As the amendment stands i t  might confuse people 
~ v i t h  the best intentions. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, for the sat- 
isfaction of the hon. member and the House in  gen- 
eral, a subclause, which really clarifies the situation 
considerably has now been inserted in these amend- 
ments to make the position doubly clear. I t  reads 
thus :- 

"For the purposes of this section the num- 
"ber of votes polled shall be the number of bal- 
"lot papers counted iincluding those spoiled or 
"vitiated" 

In other words i t  refers to the ballot papers or the 
number of individuals who voted. I t  is therefore 
a question of - 

[Mr. LEWIS:  Ballot papers refrr to the can- 
clidates.] Each elector is entitled to one ballot 
papw to which each reserves the right, under our 
peculiar system, to vote for  two candidates. If 
onr constituencies were divided into wards, each 
person mould only be able to vote for  one candidate. 
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Mr. Speaker, with the assurance that this sub- 
clause in the 1943 Act which I shall read again 
fully clarifies the position, I think that hon. mem- 
bers will agree that the intention is quite clear. 
The subclause reads as follows : 

"For the purposes of this section the num- 
ber of votes polled shall be the number of bal- 
lot papers counted other than (spoiled or viti- 
ated papers) ." 
I think the intention is clear. [Mr. LEWIS. 

The intention is clear, but not the law.] And the 
necessary amendments will be forthcoming in due 
time. [Cheers]. Hon. members will therefore, co- 
operate in the passing of these amendments. 

I beg to move that Your Honour do now leave 
the Chair - 

Mr. LEWIS: I beg to second that. 
Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I have merely 

risen to say that the motion made by the Hon. Min- 
ister of Agriculture is an error. I consider that 
the Hon. Member intended to move that the amend- 
ments be now read a second time. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I do not think that the mo- 
tion by the hon. member was intended. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I suggested to the 
hon. member that the House go into committee on 
these amendments and I thought that the Hon. 
Member had accepted it. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, there is no 
necessity for me to withdraw the last motion; be- 
cause I cannot make two motions. And if I had, 
the hon. junior member for the City wo~tld have 
ruled me out of order. 
4.00 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I am a t  !iberty no-,v 
to move that the House go into Committee on thew 
amendments. However, it is obvious to me that t'1.2 
House is not going to agree with me. I t  is my op:li1- 
ion that this is one of the most imp3rtant Bills that 
is passed, and it is the very Bill that creates thlx 
Legislature, and for members to come in here. 

I am sorry that they are not more hon. Inell- 
bers interested in having these amendments eonsid- 
ered in Committee. 

eh- The  question that the amendnzents be now read 
a second time and agreed to  was put and resolved in  
the affirmative without division. . 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order c;f the Da.- 
is ,to move the House into Committee of Supply to 
cnilsider the grant of a sum of money for the services 
of thp colonx~. 

0 1 2  mation o f  the Hon. M. E. C 0 9  s~conded br; 
Hon. C .  E. T A L M A  ihc House we~?,t islto Gommif-  
tee of Supply ,  Mr.  S M I T H  being in the Chair. 

Head XV-Police 

Hon. M. E.  COX: Mr. Chairman, this Res2 
lution is for the sum of $45,276 for the purposes 

1 set out in the Schedule to this Resolution. The first 
item is to supplement Item No. 19 - Scrubbers B 
Cleaners under Head XV, Police. 

As you will see, the amount voted in the Esti- 
4 

mates under that Item was $6,525, and it is noiv 
found necessary to increase thet amount by $105 
The note to the Addendum explains th*t the Cleaner 
who pa-eviously cleaned the d d  Fire Brigade Statioll 
in Coleridge Street and the Writ Servers' Offices ha5 
been transferred to the new Fire Brigade Statim 
and as her duties there keep her fully occupied, it 
is necesqary to employ a scrubber for. the new el?- 
larged Writ Servers' Offices. 

6 

I am sure that all hon. members will agree wit:i 
the Government in  these days of so much unemploy. 
rnent in this island that by increasing the number 
of Scrubbers by one, Government is making every 
effort to reduce the number of unemployed. I may 
say that this is a necessary request. I therefore 
beg to move that Head XV stand part of the Scher!- 
ule. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, my comment 1s 

not so much on this Head, but I am taking the 
opportunity to comment on the statement made by 
the Minister who took charge of moving this House 
into Committee of Supply. He says that there is L 

lot of unemployment, which means that it is difficult 
for people to get jobs; and according to him, j~ 
would mean that this Committee should welcome an 
additional cleaner under this IIead. I wonder if he 
would hava ;aid the same thing when we were g i v i n ~  
si~nilas consideration to a Resolution for the maids 
a t  Combermere Schod who are not given allowanre 
so as to enable them to dr"aw salaries out of the school 
term. 

Hon. M. E. COX: We have made that right a!- 
ready. 

T h e  question that Head X V  stand part of thr! 
Schedule was put and resolved i n  the affirmative. 

Head XXV-Public Works 

Head X X V  Public W o r k s  was called. 
Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, the Item un- 

der that Head is for the Harbour Police Station f i r  
which provision was made in the Eqtimates for 
$1,220; and there is a request for $150. As you will 
see in the no;,? to the Addenduln: 

As the result of a n  inspection undertaken by the 
Government Electrical Engineer, i t  has been found 
that the electrical wiring of the barracks a t  the 
Harbour Police Station is in urgent need for replace- 
ment. The cost of this work is estimated a t  $150. 

This is also necessary. I beg to mGve that Head 
S X V  stand part of the Schedule. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
4.10 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I am trying to 
pet a ccpy of the Estimates t o  see whether this $150 
is for the same purpose as the $1,220 which has been 
voter: in the Estimates. Can any hon. member say? 

What I was getting at  is whether i t  is a new 
idea to rewire the building or whether this is $150 
more than what was estimated for it. I an1 very 
glad to see that the Government Electrical Engineer 
is doing work like this and is seeing that these places 
are properly wired. I hope that in due course he 
15-jll see that they get the necessary current and 
not only that, but that he will check up on the 
fluctuations of the current so that no electrical equip- 
ment belonging either to the Government or other 
people may be damaged as a result. 

T h e  question that Head X X P  stand part of the  
Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative 
withozot division. 

Head XL-Waterworks 

Head XL-TVaterworks--was called. 
Hon. M.  E.  COX: I n  moving that Head XL 

stand part of the Schedule I will point out, as hon. 
members will see, that this sum of $45,000 is bein 
requested to meet the additional cost of pumping an8 
a,lss as a result of the a,dditignal number of ser- 
vices which has been installed in private homes. The 
note to this Item states:- 

"There has been a great increase in the volume 
of water pumped to meet the needs of the population. 
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This has been a result of the installation and opera- 
tion of the new pumping stations, particularly War- 
leigh Repumping Station, which was brought into 
operation in April, 1955, following a successful ex- 
periment with substitute pumping machinery, in 
order to alleviate the acute water shortage in certaln 
areas in the northern half of the Island. I n  addition, 
following the reorganisation improvement pro- 
gramme, the number of water services installed in 
residences has been increasing a t  the rate of 100 per 
month. There have also been increases in the price 
of electricity and fuel oil." 

I am sure that hen. members have from time 
to time been reaciing the mollthly reporta by the 
Chief Engineer TThich reyealed that quite a number 
of services are being illstalled month after month. 
People are taking full opportunity of installing these 
private services especially under the revised plan 
in which they can pay down 25% of the amount 

Mr. GODDARD: What I want to know is, 
what was the last increase and what were the most 
recent figures on electricity. 

Won. 1U. E. COX: I said, i t  is $1.66 per ton, 
and we have about 1,272 tons. That r d e r s  to fuel 
oil. Electricity was 4Y4c. per unit, now it is 41/2c. 
per unit. 

Mr. GODDARL): Mr. Chairman, most of this 
$45,000 to be voted is due to the increased cost of 
electricity and fuel oil, which 1 think, the Hon. 
Minister admits. He tells us that they are p1111il>- 
mg a million gallons per day more than had been 
done last year. [IIon. M. E. COX: Yes.] 'l'here- 
fore, that means that more fuel oil acd electricilv 
is being apart the increased cost. 
argument about the installations which have been 
mentiolled in the Addendum ''as meant 
becloud the issue. The million gallons of water are 
probably used for industrial purposes. I make no 

charged and the other 75% over a period of two rriticisn~ of that other than by way of clarifying 
I t  is heartening to see the advantage which they are / the c o n t a t  of the Addendum- This $45,000 is re- 
taking of this Scheme. I have some figures here which / quired by the works the of 
I know the hen. junior member for the city will , pumping has increased both as a result of the in- 
like to hear [Mr. L E W I ~ :  I do not want I , creased cost of fuel oil and electricity and the quan- 

am glad to hear that the hen. mernbcr is satisfied tity water pumped this year as against that of 
about this matter and he does not want these figures 1 last year. If the had stated the posi- 

[Mr. HAPNES : 1 want to hear the figures.] With I tion as as that, there have been no 

those remarks Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that 
Head 40 stand part  of the Schedule. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. GODDARD: I certainly would like to hear 

those figures. I think that this Head is a masterpiece 
of confusion; it says that $45,000 would be required 
for pumping expenses and the Note ends by saying 

c a u S ~ $ r ~ ~ $ , , ~ s \ f r .  I \vanted the 
Hon. Minister of Communicatioils to get down to 
criscussing their cost because I knew that it wa: 
going to produce a lot of figures. If you look a t  
the Estimates for 1953-54 you will see that the 
sum of $237,000 was asked for in the Estimates 
of 1952-53. In  1953-54 it was increased; and the 

that there have also been increases in the price of ( 
electricity and fuel oil. 1 would like to know how 
much of this $45,000 is for electricity and how much 
for  fuel oil. I do not see that because you have in- 
creased installations of water services that that 
should increase the pumping expenses more than the 
amount which would be required for  additional in- 
stallations. That shnilld colne under the head of 
plumbing, not pumping expenses; these pumpinr ex- 
penses should not result from the instal!ation of new 
services. I would like the Hon. Minister to explain 
that. I think that these figures should be forth 
coming; if they are the break down of this $45,000 
let us have them before we go any further. 

Hon. M' E' 'OX: The junior member for 
Christ must the that with 
the installation of these services more water is used. 
If  the head of a family has to send a t  the standpipe 
to get water he has to use it with more care than he 
would use i t  if a standpipe were in  his yard. In 
that case more water is pumped. We are pumping 
approximately one million gallons of water more per 
day during this year than last year. I ha t e  a 
estimate of the cost. As regards fuel oil, for example, 
we llse about 1,272 tons and the increased cost of 
one dollar and sixty cents per ton works out to 
approximately $1,400. As regards the increase in 
electricity there is an increase from 4* cents to 4% 
cents per unit on large quantities (over 40,000 units) 
and 41/4cents-8 cents on small rneterecl ~nanti t ies  ail i 
that works Out to a ~ ~ r o x i m a t e l ~  $6>500. In the , 
increased expenses on a million gallo~ls per day i: 
something like $120 per day which works out at  
roughly $43,800 say $45,000. Those al-e thc fignre\. 

We have put i11 about 835 services. The aver- 
age per $vater is 12 cents. 
From the figures I have, i t  is ro11~lll?~ a nrillioi: 
gallons gives us something like $43,800, a t  
$120.00 per day. 
4.20 p.m. 

Note on that particular Head said: "for electric- 
ity"- The arr40unt was $27573m010. 

The next year 19154--55 in  spite of the fact that 
the G o v ~ n m e n t  had asked for $275,300 the pre- 
vious Year7 it being an  increased amount, ( i t  
appears that they spent $273,880), would you be- 
lieve that in 1954--55 they olnly asked for $238,572, 
and that they had calculated i t  to the last cent? 
[Hon. M. E. COX: Do YOU not see it l ]  The actual 
expenditure for the previous year is here set out in 
*he Estimates. They have spent in 1953 and 1954 
$237,000 and $275,000 respectively; but after spend- 
illg $237,000 and $275,000; they asked for $250,000. 1 
would b:t that the Supplementary Resolutions brought 
t!,at increase. They say that the decrease is due to the 
iran.fer from steam to and the mechan- 
ics have said that the Electric Company have raised 
the Then they gd back and say that the in- 
crease is due to higher costs in fuel oil and the 

volume pumped as a result of the in- 
creased service. 

I do not know if it is logical; but I have h e n  
asking the Government for a long tim'e to do. this; 

l n o t  One the Government mould con- 
sider i t :  I told the Government that  from the time 
they changed to electricity they should be generat- 
ing their Own electricity to do their pumping. NO 
consideration has been given to that a t  all. I have 
told them that that is a practical proposition. [Hon. 
M. E. COX: They buy generators.] They buy gen- 
erators; but do they say to themselves: Are these 
generators good for  every purpose? [Hon. M. E. 
COX: No; they are only single-phase.] Just  as 
other people can get generators, the 
can. 

The amount spent was $V4 million; i t  has 
,,ail1 reached $273,000, and canllct tell whether 
Sopplenlentary ~ ~ t i ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~  will be passed under this 
Head several months from now. In J~~~ next year 
Tve may be supplementing this very Head. I t  must 
be remembered that $40,000 or $50,000 more was 
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tricity a d a y ;  you pay the incrcase on the e1ectricil.y 
and oil. I t  is time that  you give consideratiun to thi3 
matt-r becai~se vnix want this monev to spend on the 

charged when they arranged the Five Year Plar,. 
The nioment they planned to  increase t h e  water 
rates to  give more revenue to the  Government, the  
Electric Company came down and took away every 
cent from them. I t  will be seen tha t  the people had 

neople in  other ways. It is ten or twelve times that 3 
have asked the Government to consider i t  and that  you 
get these p e o p I ~  toge t l i~ r  and bring in a statemer,t 
ill this Po1.s-. Do not keep i t  a s  a secret docuniel~t;  
let i t  be public p r m e r t v  S? that we can know wheth,,r 
this is not a practic.1 sugg~sti?ii  or not. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: I want 13 tell the ho11. nlelal- 
her that the point which he raised a1?ou; C-,,veri, 
ment providinq its own power s t ~ t i o n  has not heel, 
overl3oked as the hon. r,~?mb*r belieyes. I v-ill further 
like t ?  asqurp him that no on? feels strollper on thi4 
question than I. T. feel water is t h ~  most essenti>l 
service to the community and thqt 110 private Con1 
pany should have a t  its commancl the power tc in- 
crease the price or to say:  "If vou do ~ n t  pnv 
what I want I will cut off the currcat." That is 
why 1 feel stroncr on the m~l t t e r  that Go~~c.rnmeiit 
choalit hnve its own power t ,  b r i n ~  this water 11) 

th? surface. 

This matter was raised i n  the I-Iouse alrea1l.v 
and a Committee was set u p  to consider i t  and it 
went into the matter very thoroughly. B'igures we= 
given as  to the cost of all  the necessary material> 
and equipment-the Capital as well as the c u r r e ~ ~ t  

ORDERPAPER 

Hon. M. E .  CG'X: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
lravc to deal with Order NO. 16 as the next Order of 
the Day. 

Mr. SPEAICER: The honourable mem'ber is. 
a ~ k i n g  1-ave to  take Order KO. 16 as the next Order 
of the Day. TJnl~ss there is any objection 

Xr .  GODDARD : BZr. Speaker, this is a Bill on 
t h ~  Order Paper,  and  I have asked the Govern~nent 
t3 let us lcncw from time t o  time what we are ex- 
p ~ c t z d  to do when we come here. I have not read 
this Rill recently. Again I am asking the Govern- 
r r c ~ l t  when they are fix in^ the Order Paper  to let  u~ 
Iznwv what wo are  g~oi11w t o  do. W e  came here early 
f(grlav ill o ~ d e r  to t r v  and get through with these 
-n-andv-nts to tha Kenresentation of the People's 
Yi11 and on- or two other thi2zs. W e  oblized thc 
cqvernm~nt  too 1-y petting throuyh with two Reqohx- 
t i q ~ q  and  I do not think i t  is fa i r  fo r  us  t o  go from 
-..\a Order to the cther in  this manner. 

to pay increased water rates, not to  assist the GOV- ) expenditure. 1 may say that i t  did amount to a 
~ r m e l l ~ ,  but  to assist in  paying fo r  the  f.lectricity fairly substantial sum as  hon. members will apprct 
Q'hlch, ln some cases, they were not getting. The 
Governmelzt should not take the o ~ ~ o r t u n i t y  of 
correcting such matters while they have a n  engin- 
'er. They have much confidence ill the Engineer 
alld they should take the o ~ ~ o r t ~ n i t y  to  instal their 
Own generators a t  the Station and 
a t  some of the  others. They owe it to  themselves to 
'l0 that. k ' e ~  the C o m ~ a n ~ ' s  

wate. The Government having so many other things 
to do and with a little faith being pinned i n  the Pub- 
lic Utility Board, deferred further action on the 
report until a later dste, but  1 want to assure the 
hen. member that  the matter is not dead. We hav,; 
gone into i t  very thoroughly and even though 1 
at  all convinced a b o u t  that has been 
put up, as the hen. member has just said, there are current as  a standby. The Electric Company can- I other people who have been running plants--diesei not yet annoyed about that. They can sell this same 

~leetr ic i tv  t~ othrr peonl?, probably, for  mor- 
money' The Government has the at its 
and would not generate one bit of electricity. They 
are  continuing to pav for  it. I n  one year the  in- 
crease is due to oil, in  another it is due to 
alld the next year i t  is due to electricity and oil;  
and so i t  goes on. 
4.30 p.m. 

~ f t e r  all, are you controllillg 'the price 
the Barbados Light and  Power C o m ~ a l l ~  is charg- 
ing you? Have You got any means of oilt 
whether i t  is the right and Proper thillg to do or is 
it one of those cases tha t  it is under the maxinlum 
,.ilarge therefore you caunct interfere with them? 
This is something to which  government mnst givn 
consideration. You are selling Natural Gas; why nor: 

motors-whieh are used in the making of 
such things. However, on the other hancl, we f,.t.; 
that for  the time being Tvill the activit.r 
of the Utility Board and if necessary a t  a  late^ s t a p  
we will refer to the Report on this question. As I 
have said, i t  was Very Costly i n  the sense tha t  not 
only would we have to  provide for thp Belle Pml, 
ing station on which a gas line is installed, but the 
t oet of sn~ply inm current to the othcr pumpin: 
stations, such as  Bowmenston, qTarleigh and Golderl 
Ridge, eith-r bp r ~ ~ n n i n m  everhead or uudergroulld 
lines, ,as very high alld that  really made us co119- 
to the  decision to  delay action when tal;inq other 

consideration such as. housing scho3:., 
for people. 1loWever I again assure the h J n  
member that the idea of eovernrnent having its 
power for water is not dead. 

use i t  in  pumping this water? You heve asked tile 
Barbados Light and Power Company to come slid I Tlin u r i c  t i w  that Tr-orl 40 stand p v t  wat put 

light up Seawell Airport for you, when you shoulrl 
be doing i t  yourself and keep:ng their installatic-I 
as a stand by. Why do you not take opporlunit;- 
and advantage of the engineer in  the  islacd in whom 

(~.nd rcso7ved in the afiirntativc witltout diviszo+z. 
Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I beq t r  

move that  this Resolution for  the sun1 of $45,276 c',o 
"OW pass. 

oil have great confidence and do not let kin1 leave Hen. C. E. TkLlMA: I beg to second that. 
until he gives you advice 011 this thing if he k n x r r  The Pes t ion  Was put and resolved the af f i ; ' -  
:tnvthing about i t ?  Do not let him merely go and in- matice without division. 
spect something that  is there; let him advise you a; 
to whether it is good and right a n d  cheaper for. 
you to pump this water for the people ty Katura! 
Gas. The people are  petting more water and yoir 
are saying because of that  yon have to pay out more 
money: but  that  is not my view. 

If you have to keep the pumps g o i ~ ~ g  all day, 
it would amount to  the same thing i f  uspd a 
:allon or twa gallons of water. You dc riot pay the 
;crease on the million gallon? you puinp by ele- 

On nzotion of Hon. M. E. C O X ,  seconded b b  
Hon. G. E. T A L f l i A ,  i ! r .  CHdIRMAh' reported t F  : 
passi?zg @f the Resolutzon in Committee. 
4.40 p.m. 

M T .  S P E A K E R  reszcrned tke Chair arzd reported 
accordingly. 

On n;ption,s o f  Hon. $1'. E. C O X ,  secmded Fy 
Z o n .  C. E. T A L M A  in each case, the( Resolz~tion 
passed in Conlnzittee o f  8t6ppLy was read a first a i ~ d  
se"o"d t i m e  axd agreed to. 



he is willing toVproceed with an  Address. I Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg that No. 36 
Mr. TUDOR: I beg to move that Order No. 36 $anding in my name be No. 2, and that No. 28 be 

Hon. M. E. COX: If the honourable member 
says that he has not had the time to read through 
this Bill, I will withdraw my request. 

Mr. SPXAKER: The Hon. Minister has with- 
drawn his request to deal with this Order. 

standing in my name under the Head "Pr ive~e  
Members' Business" Ije talren as the first Order of 
the Day under that Head. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I am not op- 
posing the motion but I want to appeal to the hon- 
ourable member. This matter with which he w a ~ ~ t s  
to deal falls within my portfolio; I had no idea that 
the honourable member was prepared to discuss thir 
question today, and therefore I have not got the files. 
Z am unprepared to deal with it. I want to appeal 
to him to make this Order the 1st Order of-the day 
under this Head on the next occasion whep I will 
have the necessary information. 

Jlr. TUDOR : That is quite all right. 
Hon. M. E. C O X :  I thank you. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, in fixing th,: 

No. 4. 
Mrs. BOURNE: Mr. Speaker, I beg that No. 18 

standing in my name be No. 5. 
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I am not objecting 

to these things; but I do not like to lose sight of 
certain things. I have observed that if a member has 
an Order standing in his name high up on the Order 
Paper and he happens to be absent, the House is 
always very chary about displacing his Order in 
Eavcur of that of some other member. 

On motion of Hon. M. E. COX, seconded by  Hon. 
C. E. TALMA, the House adjourned until, Tuescl,~y, 
13th December, at 3 o'clock p.m. 
4.55 p.m. 

Condition of the Floor Order Paper, I should like to draw Your Honour's 
I attention to the fact that Order No. 22 under Gov- 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, before we proceed 
with ally further business, I want t o  draw to Your 

ernment Business which stands in the name of the 
Hon. Minister of Agriculture was introduced by him 

lionour's attention the condition of the floor of this mY behalf- I should now like to have i t  changed ' F 
1 -  F 

Assembly. ~t is very- slippery and i t  is SeeomlLlp I to appear under the Minister of Communications. 
very dangerous to walk on it. I near.y lost my foot- l Mr. BRANCI(ER: Mr. Speaker, I am asaillg 1: 
illg olving to the condition of this floor. I am ask- 
illg you, Sir, to  see that this floor is treakd, in such 
a way that honourable members will not be in any 
way inconvenienced. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I promise the hoizourable 
nlember that I will take up the matter with the 
Illrector of Public Works. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS 

m. SPEAKER: The honourable junior mem- 
ber for 8%. Lucv intimated to me earlier today that 

with the concurrence of my colleague who intimated 
to me that he intended asking that Order 36 
standing in his name be made Order No. 1, that No. 

. i 
&W 

4 standing in my name in relation to Standing Coun- 
sel for Your Honour be No. 1 of Private Members' 
Business. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I am asking that 
30. 35 standing in  my name be made No. 3. I should 
like at  the next meeting of the House to ask leave 

7 
to deal with i t  early in the day. Had i t  been printed, 
I would have asked leave to deal with i t  today. It 
relates to the cost of living bonus for Parochial Pen- 
sioners. 




