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HOUSE. OF ASSEMBLY

15th February, 1955.

Pursuant to the adjournment the House met ab
3 o’clock p.m. today.

PRESENT

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HusBANDs (Speaker).
Mr. J. E. T. BranckEr; Hon. Dr. H. G. CoMmMms,
C.B.E.,, M.D., C.M., (Minister of Social Servicas),
His Honour Mr. A. E. S. Lewrs (Deputy Speaker) ;
Hon. M. E. Cox, (Mimster of Communications
Works anid Housing) ; Mr. L. B. Smita, J.P., (Chair-
man of Commattees); Mr. F. L. WarLcorr, O.B.E,
Mr. F. C. Gopparp, (Leader of the Opposition) ; Mr.
J. A. HAynEs, B.A.,, Mr. J. C. Mormrey, Mr. E. St.
A. Horper, Mr. V. B. VAugaAN, Hon. C. E. Tapma,
(Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries) and
Mrs. E. E. BOURNE.

Prayers were read.

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that the Minutes of the last meeting are
not yet ready for confirmation.

PAPERS LAID

By ecommand of His Excellency the Governor
Papers were laid as follows:—

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: (for the Hon,
Premier). Quarterly Return of Transactions 1in
Rum, 31st December, 1954.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: (for Minister
of Trade, Industry and Labour) Report of the
Comptroller of Customs on the Customs Revenue,
Trade, Shipping and Excise of the Island for ‘the
year 1953.

Hon. C. B. TALMA.: (for Minister of Trade,

‘ Industry and Labour) Report of the Labour De-

partment for the year 1953.

Mr. Barrow entered the House and took his

seat, ' L £
PRIVATE NOTICES

Mrs. BOURNE : Resolved that in the opinion of
this House the Government should immediately take

the necessary steps to ensure that electricity be made
available for the residents in the parish of St.
Andrew,

And that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded
to the appropriate Minister.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Of my intention to
move the adjournment of the House to discuss the
Report on Social Security by Professor Richardsom.

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY for Mr. W. A. Crawford.

The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency The Governor

The House desire to draw to Your Excellency’s
attention its deep concern over the decision of the
Government to conduct the Princess Margares
School at Six Roads, St. Philip, as a Modern Second-
ary School.

2. The House also desire to draw to Your Ex-
cellency’s attention the fact that there are large
numbers of children in this and adjacent parishes
whose parents and/or guardians are determined to
give them Seecondary Education of the Grammar
School type and ean do so only at great financial
and other convenience — children, in some cases,
being compelled to travel as much as 36 miles daily

3. The House therefore suggest that the Prin-
cess Margaret School, under reference above, should
be run as a bilateral school, combining modern
seecondary and Grammar School education, thereby
combining educational facilities for placing the em-
phasis on a practical basis for the children while
simultaneously making the Grammar School type of
education available for those who desire and whose
aptitude permits them to take advantage of it,
children in the Academic wing to pay the norma
secondary fees while those in the modern secondary
wing will get their education free, as in other
elementary schools.

QUESTIONS

Mr. HAYNES: To enquire of the Appropriate
Minister of the Government at the next Meeting of
the House :—

1. Does the Government know that New Amer-
ican Cars are advertised for sale in the Trinidad
papers and that the Trinidad Government has lifted
the Import restrictions on these cars?

2. If the Answer is Yes: Will the Govern-
ment state whether they are prepared to lift the
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Import Controls on American ecars under similar
conditions as in Trinidad?
Mr. Crawford entered the House and took his
seat.
Mrs. BOURNE: To enquire of the Minister of
Social Services at the next meeting of the House:—
When does Government intend to start a Self
Help Housing Scheme in the parish of St. Andrew.
Mr. Speaker called Order No. 1.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the
House go into Committee of Supply.

Hon. M. E, COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put end agreed to withoul
division.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair amd the House
went into Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being
wn the Chair.

Supplementary Estimate No. 40 Peasants’
Loan Bank

Hon. C. B. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, the first
Resolution is one to place the sum of $2,623 at the
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to
supplement the Estimates 1954—55, Part I, Current,
as shown in. the Supplementary Estimate 1954—55,
No. 40, which forms the Schedule to the Resolution.

In moving the passing of this Resolution, 1
would first like honourable members to refer to the
provision made in the Estimates 1954-55 where an
amount of $1,700 was set aside for the advertise-
ments of loans.

3.25 pam.

'the Manager of the Bank has now reporied as
the Addendum sets out, that this allocation has
proved inadequate. The amount expended on this
item to 27th November, 1954 as a result of the exten-
sion of the Bank’s activities and the rising ecust of
advertisements, totals $4,323.28.

As to the first point, (i.e. the extension of the
Bank’s activities) honourable members will remember
that in order to implement the polisy of greater
peoduectivity of the soil, loans were wsued to renters
and occupiers of land, and even in many cases to
squatters, that is, people who are in possession of
land unlawfully, and people who did not pay rent to

anyone. Facilities were also extended to assist own- |

ers and quasi-owners, that is people who were in pos-
session of land for a long time, and are securing
t-roper title deeds to their properties.

With regard to the second point (i.e. the rising
costs of advertisements) I have a table here which
sets out for the benefit of honourable members the
rising eost of advertisements during the last sir

vears. It is as follows :—
No. of New No. of Cost to
loans issued Loans in Crovt.
Operation
1949—50 515 865 $716
1950—51 282 885 1,103
1951—52 672 1,100 1,458
1952—53 719 1,130 1,659
TJp to Dee.
1953—54 839 1,550 2,065
1954 1,534 2,245 4,322

Hon. members will realise from that table the
increase in cost of advertisements. The necessity in
law fod loans to be advertised, rests in the provisions
of Section A (1) of the Peasants Loan Bank Act,

1936-—6. It reads as follows: ‘‘Before any money is
lent by the Bank under the provisions of this Aect
to any Peasant owner the Bank shall cause an ad-
vertisement to be inserted in one issue of a daily
newspaper and one issue of the weekly newspaper
published in this Island giving notice to the persouns
helding liens against the peasant holding of the in-
tention of such peasant owner to obtain such loan.
Every such advertisement shall state what sum
(if any) has been already borrowed under this Act,
and the sum. then proposed to be borrowed; and the
said advertisement shall be in the form in Schedule
A to this Act or as near thereto as circumstances will
admit and the cost of every such advertisement shall
be defrayed out of the funds of the Bank.”’

Hon. members will observe that the notices of
these loans must be advertised by the Act and in the
form. as set out in the Schedule to the Act, There is
a table which sets out the various Heads which must
Ire adhered to in this advertisement. They are:—

l ‘
Peasant | Amount of | Deseription of i Amounts
owner i loan Peasant holding | already
i

‘ borrowed

Those are the Heads according to the Act with which
ihe advertisement must comply.

The possibility of reducing the cost of adver-
tisznents 1s at present being examined. The gues-
tion is whether the advertisements should be reduced
in space by using a finer type or by a better arrange-
ment, or whether it should be done by a reduction in
the number of notices. In the latter case it wili be
recessary to amend the Act. The Act says that these
advertisements must be in two newspapers—a weekly
and a daily. This matter has been referred to the
Crown Law ‘Officers for advice, it being a legal point.
The Crown Liaw Officers have advised that at present
the necessity in law for advertisement rests in the
provision of Section 8 (i) of the Peasant’s Loan
Bank Act, 1936—6. TUnless that provision is repeal-
ed or amended, prospective loans must be advertised.
The answer to that lies in the provisions of Section
9 (e¢) of the Act which provides that every loan
(with two exceptions) shall be a first lien and charge
:nainst the peasant holding ‘“in priority to all other
licns and charges.”’ If, therefore, a loan under the
Act is to rank before all other charges, it is only
fair and equitable that persons holding existing
charges or liens should be given notice, otherwise their
rights contractually and consensually created would
he unilaterally affected to their detriment.

For the benefit of hon. members, 1 will quote
the amounts which have been spent on advertisements
during the last period up to December, 1954.

No. of

Loans Total Amt.
On 22nd and 23rd May .. 706 $1,556.44
On 24th and 25th July .. 532 1,496.64
On 18th and 19th Sept. 194 819.64
On 20th and 21st Nov. .. 102 451.20

1,534 $4,322.88

Mr. Chairman, I think I have supplied ail the
relevant information. If there is any other point
which may come to the minds of hon. members, I
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shall be willing to give the necessary information.
I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass
5.35 p.m.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, it is quiite obvi-
ous that this has been a very bad method of estimat-
ing, which has caused us to have to vote this money
today. I sincerely hope that no loans have been held
up as the result of the shortage of money for ad-
vertising. I think that the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture will have to see to it that those persons
who have to contend with this type of business in
his Ministry will have to be more careful in the
future. This House does not pass money for the
Bank’s advertising; we have not got the opportunity
of seeing what the allocations are until something
such as this has happened; but it is quite obvious,
sir, that if in 1952—53 you have a total of $1,659
spent on advertising and the next year you have
spent $2,000, then you yourself know that the
facilities of the Bank are being extended, therefore
you are going to need more than $1,700 for adver-
iising in 1954—55. Do the people who have to
make these Estimates look at figures, and do they
look at figures different from how any other human
being would look at them? The figures which the
Hon. Minister has read out have thoroughly put
this Department to shame. I know it is a very
difficult department to have to work, because per-

sonal supervision for the lending of Government

funds is essential and they have to ke very particu-
iar; but to tell me that they have allocated $1,700
for a particular purpose and that they did not come
Lack to this House until they had spent $4,322, is
awful. Suppose every other Department did that?
1t is over three times the amount spent before we
are asked to vote this Bank any more money. It i
true that it is not an item passed by this House
which has been overspent; but sir, this is what we
have in the last Estimates: “‘The 1954—55 provision
is made up of operating costs $14,822 and new loan
money $60,000, as against 1953—54 figures of
$8,947 for operating costs and $33,600 for new loan
money.”” They have increased operating costs by
$6,000 and loan money by $26,400, and still the
advertising was eut down. That is not a nice thing
to happen; it seems to be verv wrong to me. You
put up the loan money up $26,000 and you expect
to pay less for advertising than you paid two years
before. That does not seem right to me. We vote
# lump sum to this Bank, and the only thing we
do is to have a Note as to what is operating the
cost and what is loan money. I do not know if
they have been taking on any new staff,, but I would
like the honourable member to look at the fact that
they spent another $6,000 more.

As regards the housing of this Bank, I would,

like to know if they are paying any rent. T under-
stand that the place was bought with money from
the Labour Welfare Fund, and if you have the
Labour Welfare Organisation owning the building
and the Government renting offices outside, ths
Bank should pay rent to the Labour Welfare Funr!
for the use of a part of the building. That is how
1 feel about it. They are two separate and distinet
things as you know; one is operating out of the
taxes of the colony and the other is a special levy
on sugar run solely by the Executive Committee:
and they feel that they can do as they like with
they can alter the terms to buying
buildings and so en, and nobody thought that they
were out of the provinee of the regulations govern-
ing the Labour Welfare Fund. 1 think that the
Bank shoud pay some rent, (as it did before) for
the use of the building bought with funds not

strictly belonging to the Treasury. They paid rens
before: $50 or $60 a month. This money,
would be between six and eight hundred dollars a
vear; and in addition to that the Bank is given an
additional $6,000 in the last estimates not to pay
any back pay for salaries or anything like that, but
for ordinary running expenses.

The next thing is that there is a sentence in
the Addendum to the Resolution which makes one
feel that there are two separate and distinet things.
It says this: ‘‘The amount expended on this Item
to November, 27th, 1954, as a result of the extension
of the Banks activities.”” I do not remember the
Tank’s activities being extended during the past
yvear; it might have been something done before,
and they should have budgeted for it. The Ad-
dendum goes on ‘‘and the rising cost of advertise-
ments totalled $4,322.28”° 1 would like to know
whether the rising cost of the advertising has re-
sulted from the Bank’s activities only and there-
fore an increase in the number of borrowers, or
whether it is as well because the cost of adve -
t:sements has gone up. Has the cost of the ad-
vertisements gone up and in addition to that, more
rames are put in your advertisements?

Before I leave this subjeet, I would tell the
Minister that I would like to see the Bank get
facilities for advertisements as cheaply as possible;
but 1 would not like the Government to get too
cheap in the operating of the Bank and refuse to
give adequate notice of loans to be made, because
that may cause people to go and embarrass them-
selves by overborrowing on the same property, and
the whole purpose of the Bank would be destroyed.
T hope that in contemplating any change in the form
cf the advertisements, useful information will not
be left out nor will you refuse to advertise some
loans; because, that might work to the detriment of
the peasants. I would not like the saving of a few
hundred or a few thousand dollars in running ex-
penses to cause you to encourage some peasant to
overborrow on his property.

345 pm.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: As regards the firs:
question asked, whether the Peasants’ T.oan Bank
is paying rent for the use of the premises, I will
kave to secure that information for the honourable
member. As regards the second question asked as
to whether the cost of the advertisement in itself
bag increased or whether there is an increase in the
number of loans, the answer is that the number of
Joans has inereased. 1 have mo notice that the cost
of the advertisements in themselves has increased.

Hon, G. H. ADAMS came into the Committee
and took his seat.

Mr. LEWIS: I would like the honourable
member to pay some attention to the way the Ad-
aendum for the Resolution is worded. What we ses
kere is, that because of the extension in the Bank’s
activities and the rising cost for advertisements, the
allocation for advertising proved inadequate. That
would maturally mean, that if you have the same
number of borrowers the necessity for an increased
provision would be a result of the increase cost of
advertisements. If it is not an increase in the cost
of the advertisements do not say so. It should be
put quite clear so that everyone would understand.

Another thing is that they have here the exten-
gion of the Bank’s facilities mixed up with this
%4,322.28 ; but the honourable member gave out that
this money was solely for advertising, and the in-
creased cost of advertising as a result of the increased
activities of the Bank. I.t them put in words in
an Addendum what will convey the meaning they
want to eonvey., What they have, means that the
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Bank’s activities have increased and therefore, there
is more travelling to be done and more searching up
of deeds ete., but the honourable member said that
is not so; he said that the increase is purely due
to the advertisements.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I am very sorry
that the Hon. Minister was not specific in the sug-
gestiong about reducing the cost of advertisements.
It has been some time since it was suggested in this
place to Government to cut down on its advertising
cost; but the Hon. Minister did not mention in this
Resolution what steps he or they propose to take
i doing so.

1t has been drawn to my attention, and also by
strangers to the island, how large a space is taken up
in the newspapers with Government advertisements
of matters of not very important a nature; and I sug-
gested some time ago that ways and means should
be adopted to see that the cost is brought down. I
am now going further to say that it is true that the
advertisements of the Peasants’ Loan Bank take up
a very large space in some of the newspapers. We
do know that advertising charges are based on the
amount of inches used. Certainly some of these
advertisements of the Peasants’ Loan Bank take up
e very much smaller.

I do not know if it is the desire of the newspaper
magnates to make as much out of the Government as
possible, but sometimes you find names and figures
very far apart, giving the feeling that there is an at-
tempt to use up a very large space. It is very impor-
tant, sir. Not only am I referring to the advertis-
ing of the Peasants’ Loan Bank, but there are
various institutions that advertise for tenders for
the supply of certain commodities. Personally, I
feel that it does appear to be a2 waste because il the
Mental Hospital and the General Hospital and prob-
ably the Maternity Hospital at a certain period of
the year advertised for tenders for the supply of
sweet potatoes or yams, Government need only set
ocut one advertisement, and it need not be a very large
one. The Government can say that all those who want
to tender for the supply of such commodities for the
X Y or Z institution can do so now and the matter
is covered.

‘What is more, the people who tender for the
supply of commodities to these institutions seldom
change. They know when their contractual year is
going to be up, and they know they will have to
apply afresh. T am suggesting that instead of cach
department using a separate advertising column cvery
year or several times a year, all these advertisements
could be coupled together in the same column, there-
by creating a saving if the Government wants to save
iu that respect.

I am told sir, that formerly several news-
papers used to be given the contract for these
advertisements, and recently the number has been
cut down and orly two very prominent newspapers
are being used for advertising — the daily and a
weekly. 1 heard the Hon. Minister to say that the
law demands that such loans be advertised in a
weekly newspaper and a daily. If that is so then
something went wrong, because I have seen these
notices advertised in all the weekly newspapers
and in the daily. However, I would like to empha-
sise the necessity for the further cutting down of
the cost of advertisement in the future.

3.556 p.m.

Hon. C. B. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, I would
iike to assure the hon. member that the question of
the reduction of the cost of Government’s adver-
tisements is at present receiving the active atten-

Mr. LEWIS: I would like to make a sugges-
tion to the Hon. Minister. The expenditure on the
I’easants” Loan Bank Department is really not
very much, and the Hon. Minister can arrange (per-
haps in the coming Estimates although they are
already printed) that just as Grant-Aided
schools, Highways and Transport Department and
other Departments have an Appendix to their
Estimates, that this Department include an Appen-
dix go that hon, members might know how the
money allotted to that department is being spent.
Hon. members should have an idea of how the
$14,000 allocated to that Department for expendi-
ture is being spent; because, members can keep
u check on how the money is allocated, they may be
able to be of assistance to the Hon. Minister. At
present the amount to be expended is put under a
block vote and we do not know how it is made up,
but we really should know. All that you do see is
running expenses so much, and loans so much. We
know how the loans have to be dome, but so far as
the running expenses we should get something on
that. On the last occasion we did give $5,580 over
the previous amount, and I do not know any reason
why apart from the rise in the cost of advertise-
ments, that the amount granted should have heen
gone already.

The question that the Resolution do mnow pass
was put and resolved in the effirmative without
division.

Supplementary Estimate 1954-55 No. 41
General Hospital

Accommodation For House Officars

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS : The next Resolution
Mr. Chairman, is for the sum of $9,000. As is set ous
i the Addendum to the Resolution, there are at
present 25 officers on the establishment of the Gen
eral Hospital entitled to quarters but accommoda-
tion is available for 13 only.

The situation has become urgent with the arrival
of the newly appointed Medical Superintendent, who
is entitled to furnished quarters. There is, in fact, no
accommodation available for him. Let me say that
this question was considered with the extension of
the General Hospital, but it has become more acute
within the last few weeks owing to the arrival of the
Medical Superintendent. There is no acecominoda-
tien for him at the General Hospital. He is at pres-
ent being accommodated at a hotel, and attempts
are now being made to provide a house for him.
Naturally, you will ask what has become of the House
that the last Medical Superintendent occupied? The
answer to that is that when the Mental Specialist
came, he wanted a house and the only house that was
available was the one occupied by the then Medical
Superintendent. This Mental Specialist had a large
family and the then Medical Superintendent, !Dr.
Gideon) had only a small family, and he was satis-
fied to take a living out allowance so as to allow
the Mental Specialist to oceupy the House which was
cceupied by him. The Medical Superintendent, Dr.
Gideon, left subsequently and another Medical Officer
Dr. Rodgers, came. He also had four in family and
a small flat was inconvenient for him and his family,
so he was allowed to go into that which was formerly
cccupied by Dr. Gideon. The Medical Superintend-
ent which has now come has a large family, (a wife
fhree children and himself) and there is no housé
within the compound of the Hospital suitable for
him to occupy; therefore, we are forced to provide a

tion and consideration of the Executive Committee. ! house for him on the lands of ‘‘ Enmore.’’

1{%
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As can be seen from the Addendum, it is pro-
posed to build two houses for the senior staff. OUne
is to house the Medical Superintendent. We expect
the Anaesthetist to arrive soon and he also will need a
house. It is proposed as soon as possible to buuld
these two houses; one as I aforetold you is for the
Medical Superintendent and the other one fo. the
Anaesthetist thdt is expected to arrive shortly.

The Estimates as given for building and furnish-
ing these two houses including garages, servants rooms,
ete., amount to $46,000; but the amount which we
come down for is $9,000 because that is the amount
which ig likely to be spent by the end of the current
financial year. As can be seen from the Addendum,
one house is estimated to cost $24,200 and the other
$21,800. We have come down for $9,000 inasmuch as
the Director of Public Works feels, and rightly so,
that we cannot use up the whole amount of $24,200
for the erection of one house before the end of the
financial year.

As I have said before, under the plan of exten-
sion at the General Hospital, there is the proposal to
tuild Nurses Quarters and Maisonettes at Stockton.
When those quarters are completed and occupied. we
will be in a better position to know exactly ‘what
further accommodation we will need for the junior
staff ; that is, the nurses and the pre-registration doe-
tors; so the whole question of accommodation will
have to be revised when the Nursing Quarters have
been completed at Stockton. I beg to move that this
Resolution do now pass.

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, when-
ever it comes to the Medical Department at the
jeneral Hospital, there is a general feeling that one
should not say anything about it because it pro-
vides such an essential social service, that whatscever
is proposed should be passed without discussion. |
do not subscribe to that view. I am an opponent
to ad hoc measures; and I have been a long opponent
to ad hoc methods in dealing with the hospitals. T
do not subseribe to the view of this discrimination,
which would provide proper accommodation for some
reople and not for others. For.instance, the proposal
here is to build two independent houses for doctors
at the Hospital, when it is stated that you need
accommodation for twelve more doctors. You may as
well look at the matter in the light of things today.
T have not got the Report of the Hospital Planuing
( ommittee before me, but as a matter of comnion-
sense why should you build two houses when it is
proposed that you have to build flats or provide quar-
ters for the people at the Hospital. You have the
idea of providing certain professional people with
too many luxuries, and these same doctors will live
in Great Britain, or in the United States of America
and have to be econtented with wmore modest
cuarters. But the idea here is that you give
a2 man seven-room quarters, dining room, four
bedrooms, living room, kitchen, servants’ room
an antidiluvian practice which is sometkine
I detest; vou provide all these facilities and
you are building two of these houses. Is it not a
viser thing to start building your flats? Tf
you have to give your senior staff more commodious
flats then by all means do that; but you do not have
t¢ make the distinetion of eiving them two independ-
ent houses. They should have been flats, and they
could have better flats than those vrovided for the
junior staff. It must cost the Government more money
10 build these two independent houses than it would
cost them to have a plan for building flats for the
medical staff. T know that if von are building houses
for subordinates, you will find a type of quarters
which would be regarded inadequate for humar be-

igs to live in without adequate conveniences, but
wnen you come to other people nothing less than the
excellent is given to them. I do not subseribe to
this view of building these quarters for people at
all; you make a distinction with the Sisters,
but 1n some other countries you have Sisters
in quarters and you have flats for them. But
you must realise that you must come here and
accept modest conditions because it is not
beaven. Any of us would like to live in an
independent home, but these people are mot going
te live here for all time; they are going to take
other jobs in which they canmot be provided with
the living quarters we provide; and they will take
cther jobs for more money even although the quar-
ters and conveniences are not as good as that we
provide. We have a good climate, but you do not
take the climate to a shop and spend it. I think the
former Attorney General is now in Kenya which
has one of the hottest climates in the world. I do not
like the idea of providing independent housas for
doctors, when it has been stated that you need ac-
commodation for twelve doctors. Why start on an
od hoc arrangements for making accommodation for
two doctors and then you have to make accommoda-
tion for ten? The urgency of dealing with this mat-
ier cannot be any greater than the urgeney which you
will have to facq in the future. What we have beforz
vs savours too much of the idea that you are making
something extraordinary in the case of a doctor,
but that anything would do for other public ser-
vants. All public servants should be treated in a
similar manner. I hope that no one would be so
stupid as to think that I am suggesting that doctors
should not have good quarters; but good quarters
do not mean the provision of independent houses
with conveniences as if we intended to build, them in
a private home. We have to build flats to house
veople in, and we have to begin to realise that they
have to live in flats in these jobs. T would be
inclined to the idea of building independent houses
for people, if it could be proved that building fiats
would be more expensive. It must take more land
to build independent houses than to build flats; all
these independent houses are very nice if you kave
large acreages and a lot of money to spare; but if
you are nursing every penny you are spending, you
should avoid such luxurious things and build some-
thing more modest for public officers.

415 pm.

Mr. Tudor came into the Committee and took his
seat.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I dr.
rot know if the honourable member who has just
sat down feels that there is some discrimination in
putting up buildings of this sort. First of all, we
ought to know that in any institution where there
is a junior staff and senior staff it is a recognised
fact that the senior staff are given preference.

As far as these buildings are concerned, the
question of flats was examined and the Director of
Public Works pointed out that it would cost very
little less to build flats than to build houses; be-
cause, the higher you go the more it costs to build.
The point was made by a member in Executive Com-
mittee and it was examined; and as I have said, it
was the opinion of the Dvirector of Public Works thag
you would save very little by building flats and that
by building houses you would have a more satisfied
staff.

It is alright to get up here and talk about
saving every penny; we all realise that we should

_save everv penny in Barbados; but we must also

realise that as long as we are dependant upon a
«taff from abroad, you have got to cater to a certain
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extent to their likes and dislikes in order to get
them to remain with us. As far as this Officer is
concerned, if we did not promise to build a house
for him as soon as possible he would have taken the
pext boat and would have gone back. He has a
lerge family and there was no adequate accommo-
dation outside. He only remained on our giving hir:
the assurance that we would try to build a house
for him as soon as possible. His family was coming
by the next boat, and were it not for that assurance,
he would have stopped them from coming.

I said clearly in my opening remarks that we
know that we have not got enough houses to house
the staff. If we did, we would not have to pay a lot
of living out allowances that we have to pay now. I
said that as soon as the accommodation at Stockton
is built and we see how it works out, we will go into
the gquestion of building flats in order to accommodate
the additional staff whiéh will be required when the
Hospital is extended.

Mr. F. . WALCOTT: The Hon. Minister is
entitled to his view just as I am entitled to mine.
1 never suggested that senior staff should not hava
preference. T said so. But T said they should have
preference within the same type of building thas
vou have for everyone. If you build flats, obviousis
you will give the senior staff better accommodation
within the flats than the junior staff. 'That happens
zll over the world.

I do not want to bandy words with the Director
of Public Works, but it is the first time that I have
ever heard the theory enunciated that there is very
little saving as a result of building a flat rather
than building an independent house. You must save
money; and it is erroneous to say that the saving
on flats would not be considerable. In Barbados we
also have to think of the matter from the point of
view of land space; we do not have the available
amount of land. And in addition to that, because
of the money we have to pay for land, we should
make the greatest utilisation possible of the land
that we have.

It should be borne in mind that this $24,000
is not all that the building will cost; because you
have to add the cost to the land, the money which
has been provided for already. The Minister has
substantiated what T said earlier that there was an
ad hoc arrangement. I have always opposed the
policy of ad hoc arrangements in dealing with the
Hospital. The Hon. Minister brought in the ques-
tion of this gentleman having four children; suppose
he had ten children or invalids in his family, the
Government would not be able to get a house to
suit him. The Minister has used too much, the ar-
gument that we are actually on the threshold -f
losing someone and that in order to hold him, w»
have to do certain things for him. That is not good
enough. No matter what you do you cannot keep
this Medical Superintendent here longer than he
would like to stay. If his family comes here and
bis wife does not like the climate or the people, hs
will go just the same. I do not subscribe to the
view that because you ‘are attracting someone to the
service you must of necessity, do something that
you need not have done in general eircumstances.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Chairman, I see in this
Addendum mentior made of fittings, inclusive of
crockery, cutlery, linen, stove etec. I thought sir,
that when the Government provided furnished quar-
ters they only provided heavy furniture like tables,
reds, ete. Tt seems to me they have extended their
provision in this case. Tt does seem an extraordinary
thing to do; and it will be difficult for the Govern-
ment to keep in touch with all these things. I

believe that a lot of people prefer to bring their own.
Why is it done like this in this case?
Another question is that we were told that ull

. these extensions to the Hospital would be provided

for out of C.D. & W. funds. I think the point
raised by the honourable junior member for Ss.
Peter was a good one, that is to say, that you should
face up to the fact that if you have to provide for
so many doctors you should put the scheme into
operation quickly because later on, you may not get
a refund from C.D. & W. I want to know.if this
money is coming out of C.D. & W. funds, and
whether the Government does not think they are
going too far with this question of furniture.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, lest it be
thought that the honourable junior member for St
Peter is singing a lone tune, I would like to suppore
his views and to say that this is a very slip-shod
manner of going about business. It is true to say
that when we the members of the Committee who made
enquiry into the whole Hospital were presented with
the formula, these things did not appear; and we
thought that the amounts suggested then would
have covered all the things that were being asked
for. I agree that if you have to look for accom-
modation for 25 officers at the Hospital and you
only have accommodation for 13 mnow, it is bad
business to have it done like this. If you find that
you have to look for accommodation for 12 and you
are now asking us to agree to make provision for
the accommodation of two, yon are still leaving ten
to be accounted for.

4.25 p.m.

I presume in the next couple of weeks we will
be asked to make provision for two more, and it
will go on like that, and that is why I agree with
the suggestion of the hon. junior member for St.
Peter. It is a faet that in large countries the
officers whom we employ cannot get the conditions
which we provide for them; and I will warn this
Government now, that when it gets twenty-five
officers attached to the Barbados General Hospital
and each officer has a family of the average of eight
in number, that the General Hospital will have a
population of officers and their families, which will
nearly compare with the sick population which ons
would find in the wards. Government should there-
fore consider when internees are wanted, that those
who apply and have large families are not given
preference in selection, because while it is true
that we want the gervices of these medical officers,
vet we should not bind ourselves to make provisicn
for their families which may be large in number.
I well remember we had a Secretary at the Gen-
eral Hospital who had a family of fourteen in
number, and he and his family used to live in the
Hespital eompound. You ean well imagine if you
have twenty-five medical officers each having a
family of fourteen, what it would mean. Certainly
vou would have to build two Hospitals; one for the
families of the medical officers and one for ihe
sick population. Sir, it is important that you con-
sider the question of selecting an officer with a
large family.

I know there is another institution in this
country which has to employ personnel from over-
seas and provide accommodation and quarters for
them. They are wvery careful not to congest the
limited area which they have at that institution,
by not taking nu officers with large families. They
select 2 man who is single or one who only has
a wife and child, or a wife only. T say again, it
is verv important that we consider whether we
should build a four bedroom place with additional

a‘(rv
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ous-offices to accommodate a Medical Superinten-
dent however efficient he might be. I nowice that the
iotal set down here for the vailding of those guar-
ters is $24,200. 'That is tcc ecostly. Certanly sir,
you should give a medical officer, if his qualifica-
tions merit it, sufficient accommodation to suit
him and his family; but you need not give him
a four beuroom place with sitting room, servants’
rooms, and things of that sort. lmagine that jou
are building a garage for $1,500. Certainly all these
things can be combined into one s0 as to make
one overall construetion scheme. It would be very
much cheaper than the proposal shown here. It
strikes me that at one time you get an argument
put up to the Government to justify an action such
as this, and then you get a contrary argument being
~uv up by the same official who puts the thing to
the Government. Having to purchase the land at
“Enmore’’ as costly as it was purchased, there should
be a saving in the land area by building two-stcrey
houses instead of flats. Certainly it will be better
and of more lasting benefit than the slip-shod way
of putting up buildings as have been proposed here.
The same engineer who is suggesting that it would
be better to build separate houses on the area to this
Government, if he were in a bigger country he would
recommend and agree that up-in-the-air buildings
wust be cheaper even, if you have to pay a couple
more cents for labour, because the land value is high.
Sir, can you imagine that in New York an engineer
would tell the authorities they should not build up-
in-the-air buildings because they would cost more?
Certainly they might cost a couple of hundred dol-
lars more, but in the long run you will save on them.

If you do not plan well you are going to find that
i, the next couple of years when expansion oi the
General Hospital might be necessary, that you will
have to buy the adjoining properties and you will
go on to do thati unti] the whole area would be noth-
ing else but a Medical Centre. It is logical to carry
up on your buildings instead of spreading them out
in a small area sueh as what you have at ‘' Enmore.”’

For all the costi of these buildings, you find that
the medical officers are only asked to pay five per
cent of their salary as rent, and that system has been
going on for very many years now. For all these
conveniences, a house for himself and his family, plus
the providing of things which they must use in it. and
vhich normally they will have to purchase if they
were living outside of the Government, we are giving
them all actually free of cost because they are only
peying 5% of their salary for them. According tc
the regulation, if an officer is compelled on his job
he has to pay 5% of his salary by way of rent, and
i’ he is not obligated to live on his premises or the
ipstitution, he pays 10%. Mr. Chairman, when we
provide these houses and all the things that go with
them, we are providing them with them free or for
little cost. Outside they will have to pay anything
like $200 or $260 a month for a four bedroom house
and all the appurtenances we are giving them.
435 p.m.

The Hon. Minister of Agriculture will know
what I am saying because he lives in that exclusive
area where these large rentals are being asked for,
and all these things you are giving this Officer free
on the assumption that you must do these things.
We have seen highly qualified officers coming to this
colony even when we were arguing that we must
give them leave passages for themselves and their
wives. It is not only in that direction, but in the
teaching profession that we have been getting people
to make applications for appointments; so that we

need not bend our backs too much to attract p-opic
at all. We have one of the best specialists 1n sur
gery with us; he has revolutionised surgery in
this island. He left us and went to another country
and he found himself back in this colony. There are
certain things which it appears as if Barbados can
vifer, and which these worthy men cannot find in
other places although they can get better salaries
than we can offer. It is something more than the
salary which attracts these people here. If you
accommodate one officer to this extent, naturally
you have to make provision for twenty-five; and
each officer is liable to want the conditions of em-
rloyment which you have extended to another amd
so it goes right down the line. You will get dis-
satisfaction and agitation until you will find that
you will have to give everybody the same thing.
Of course the Government has a method of think-
ing that as long as they have come down with s
prepared Resolution, they will only listen to cvii-
jeisms here but they will not amend the Resolution.
However, the proposal here is too lavish. You have
crockery, cutlery and so on broken; you get careless
children turning over several cups in a short time;
vou have articles stolen or misplaced or handled
badly, and I should like to know if a Government
would commit itself to the replacement of all these
things. The Addendum makes mention of furniture,
fittings, inclusive of crockery, cutlery, linem, stove
ete; and that can include toilet paper, safety pins,
clothes pins, and so on; must we commit ourselves
to recurrent expenditure of such small things? If
we give an officer such lavish quarters for himself
and his family, can he not buy these small items?
When the officer realises that all he has to do is to
put in the estimate a sum for replacement, he will
say ‘I cannot afford to use erack plates and articles
which have been used by other people.”” As s-0n
as you supply these things to one officer another
officer will say ‘‘I do not like these; you have to
put it in the Estimates that I want these beiter
things.”” There was a viecar of Christ Church who
gave the Vestry a lot of trouble and he eventually
reached the law courts, simply because in the agree-
ment thay did not stipulate things correctly. I
would like to appeal to the Hon. Minister of Social
Services; I presume that he is a busy man and he
is not expected to have his finger tips on everything,
and he probably accepts things when they are put
to him; but T am suggesting that the further com-
gideration of this Resolution be postponed so that
the Government can go over this whole programme
and do something which will be more acceptable to
Lonourable members.

I have noticed that when accommodation for
offic>rs was limited, houses were rented to aceom-
modate them wuntil the institution was able t> pro-
vide its own quarters; and therefore, I feel that
even if the officer comes down here within a couple
of weeks, it cannot ineonvenience him very much if
the Government had to give him one of the flats at
the Garrison for temporary accommodation or even
1f the Government had to put him at a hotel until
these quarters had been completed. In ecase the
Fon. Minister is thinking in terms of the delay
which the Department might experience if they have
1o start all the flats at the same time, he need not
have that fear; because, if you are building a set
of flats you can convert some of the quarters to
acecommodate the increasz in the number of staff
which you have to bring in.

I feel sir, that this is brought in in this matter
because of the attempted haste to get these quiarters
completed in time, as the Addendum says in three
months time, to accommodate the officer or officers
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I am going to suggest that we postpone further con-
sideration of this Resolution for two weeks. I feel
that if that is done, the Hon. Minister can go back
tc the Department and make new arrangements. I
vow formally move that further consideration of
this Resolution be postponed for two weeks.

4.45 p.m.

Mr. TUDOR: I am rising Mr. Chairman, to

second the motion which has just been made by the |

hkonourable senior member for St. John. I do so,
and at the same time I congratulate the Governiaent
for having found oil. It was only two weeks ago
that the Premier (I am sorry he is not here at the
moment) assured me and through me the members
cf this House, that it was not possible for him even
to consider lending 11 people in my constituency
$100 each to purchase furniture for houses.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I will ask the hon. member
to stick to the Resolution. Do not stray.

Mr. TUDOR: I am not straying Mr. Chairman.
As T was saying, he could not see his way to consider
lending these people $100 each to purchase furni-
ture; and now I see, the first thing that caught my
¢ye in the Addendum is that for one house (Hcuse
No. 1) furniture including crockery, cutlery, linen,
ctove ete. will cost $24,000. That means therefore
that this Government is prepared to spend on one
house, twice as much as it refused to spend on 11;
and that therefore, while two weeks ago it was just
a matter of touching goal if oil could be found and
11 people could get what they want, it must be a
matter of great rejoicing to know that oil has been
found and that one person can get what 11 could not
get and get twice ag much.

Secondly sir, I noticed a very curious thing.
In the estimate given for House No. 1, which the
main building will consist of four bedrooms, a
Irving room, a dining room, kitchen, toilet ete., the
estimated cost is set down at $16,500. When we
turn to House No. 2 we see that the main building
which will consist of three bedrooms, living room,
dining space, kitchen, toilets etc., I noticed that
House No. 2 differs from No. 1 in that has one
tedroom less, and dining space instead of diring
room. A house which differs only by having one bed-
reom less is costing $2,00G less. I noticed also thac
in the case of the three-bedroom house, the estimated
cost of the furniture is $1,800 while in the case of
the four bedrcom house the estimated cost of suppiy-
ing furniture is $2,200. One can be forgiven for
concluding that the difference between them of one
Ledroom, which difference comes to a disparity of
§2,000 in the overall estimated cost, the extra bedroom
Tor which the furniture is required in the first house
will cost $400.

I do not know of course whether the Minister of
Social Services in introducing this Resolution, said
vhether he was satisfied with everything that had
heen presented to him. T do not even know if he
vouchsafed to the House an explanation for the
skimping and ludicrous information given in this
Addendum. But we are asked quite seriously to
provide money for two houses; one house carries a
bedroom less than the other, and the estimated cost
of the main building of House No. 1 is $2,000 more
than the other. TFurther down we see that the
estimated cost of supplying furniture to the building
having one bedroom more, requires $40( more.

I am not satisfied, Mr. Chairman. T think there
has been some carelessness in drawing up this Ad-
dendum and setting out the whole estimate. I can-
not say more not having heard the introductory re-
marks of the Minister. There is another more inpor-
tant point. We are told that it is estimated that

only $9,000 of this amount will be spent by the end
of the current financial year. Approval is sought, we
are told, for the provision of $9,000 towards the cost
T these two houses. The financial year will end on the
$ist March. As I understand it, the Government
is asking for permission to spend $9,000 between now
and the 31st March (a matter of six weeks) and then
-ome for $37,000 after that.

That is the point; that is where I find I am
justified in seconding the motion for the postpone-
ment. Until the Government lays the Estimates on
this table, (and they should do it soon) we have no
idea of what we may be asked to provide under this
Head for the next financia) year. It is not a matter
«f wanting only $9,000 now; that is just a smoke
screen; they really want $46,000. They have, as my
colleague said, ten more officers to provide for, and
unless they tell us whether those ten officers will be
served on the same basis as this (a house per officer)
or whether they will turn over to entirely a mew
policy, we do not know where we are, and that they
have not said. Having failed to make their position
clear in so far as these other officers are concerned,
we are apt to conclude that these other officers might
require precisely the same treatment as those two
are now getting; in which case, we may find our-
selves called upon to provide accommodation to the
tune of perhaps $24,000 each if the Government is
puilding fourbedroom houses; or if they want to
treat the other officer with a certain diminished
erandeur $21,800 each. Working on that average,
we may see them put in the coming Estimates per-
haps nearly afjuarter million dollars for the entire
housing of these ten officers.

4.55 p.m.

That is why I have to support the postpone-
ment. It might well be, that the technique which
Government is using, is not as complicated as it
seems to be. The position of that is this: Govern-
ment knows to what it is committed; this House
does not know; it ig set down that these two houses
ere going to cost $46,000 to be erected in three
months time; and as we are nearing the end of a
{nancial year, we need only $9,000 of' that amount.
(lovernment can only spend $9,000 by the end of
the financial year. How can we believe Government
when we do not know what it proposes to do about
the other ten houses, and we do not know what
provision it has made under this Head in the next
:nnual Estimates for the building of houses at the
General Hospital. This House will be walking down
o blind alley if we allow Government to pass this
without consideration. I did not hear very well
what the Hon. Minister had to say on it, but I
cannot s*e why the difference between a four bed-
room and a three bedroom house should be $4,000
for furnishing. I think this is clearly a matter
which calls not only for mature consideration. but
deep and severe scrutiny. And for that reason T am
going to vote for postponement of the Resolution.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, the first thing
which I think members would want to know in a
Resolution like this is, whether it is going to affect
the loan that is going to be raised. It says here
that it is to be met from =available funds, but that
reans that you are going to use some money out
of yvour revenue halances, and you are going to have
s contribution from your current Revenue and all
of that. If you ecome and ask for $9,000 now to
srend on the erection of one of these buildings be-
tween nmow and the end of the finaneial year,
whereas you have said already that you have made
your allocation towards Medical Services, this amount
strikes me as one which is to come out of loan funds.
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‘What 1 would like to remind the Government
is that when it bought ‘‘Enmore’” or when it was

" bought for the (Government, we were told by Gov-
* ernment that they were not putting a single patient |

there, but that it was earmarked for the building of
pouses for the staff exclusively. I thought at that
t'me that that was an uncharitable statement, but
:t seems to me that it was prophetic, and 1t 1s now
coming to pass. Let us take the old Hospital as au
instance; you will find that it is a series of single
buildings for members of the staff, both Medical and
nurses; and that was remedied at one time by the
late Mr. Graham Yearwood when he lifted up 2
house buildings to
put a second story on it. There are still a, series
of single housed buildings there for the Medical and
nursing staff; and it would appear at present that
we are extending the Hospital in the same 1dent}cal
way. It may be a good idea to have a second .bmld~'
ing for the Medical Superintendent; but even if that

‘may be so, the Medical Superintendent whom one

would expeet, will as a general rule be always a man
somewhat advanced in years and would have a famll'y
that is grown up, and probably one that has left his
tiome; so to have a four bedroom cl_muse, because
sou have at present a Medical Superintendant who

‘has a large family, is only an arg\}ment_whlch is
cnly taking in the exigencies of the time being under
consideration. Aceording to the junior member for
St. Peter, to make these ad hoc arr_angemell.lts to
snit a particular situation is something which 18
vndoubtedly wrong. This is the first time 1 have
heard that if you go up two storles in the erection
¢f a building that the cost will be so much more.
5.05 p.m. .

Hon. Dr. H. ¢ CUMMINS: I did not say that.

Mr. LEWIS: The Hon. Minister said that. He
Many honourable
members who have already spoken eqmmen_ted on
that and said that he has said so. Who is telling the
truth? T never thought T would be corrected on this
point; particularly, after other members commented
on it. The honourable junior member for St. Peter
repeated it several times, and I never heard the Hon.
Minister eorrect him on it. Sir, I sin(_zerely hope
that Government has taken expert adviee in that
matter. ' '

If the entire Hospital for patients is going to
remain on the Bay Street-Jemmotts .Lane-R»lve.r Road
area, 1 think the place for the Medical Superintend-

ent is inside the Hospital compound. He has to

superintend and he should be very easily got at; he
should superintend the Hospital and live as near to
it as possible; but to tell me that you have set out to
brild four bedroom houses and three bedroom houses
when you know that you must have some comprehen-
sive scheme for housing the medical staff, and that
you should do that as quickly as possible because
T understand that you need medical staff at the Hos-
pital, it seems to me to be the actual revelation of the

-suspicion at the time that you cannot keep that

premises for exclusive staff-housing and not allow a
single patient to sleep up there. Strange enough,
vou have a Medical Centre where the patients will
Yive, and if you have the staff in that exclusive place
at ‘““Enmore’’ T say make them as happy as you can;
but I am convinced that this is not the way you can
save. I want to say that some of the people who
occupy these houses are perhaps friends of the
Director of Public Works. 1 like to give a man what
he is worth; if I were he, I would get the space for
all the buildings and then you eould not do what is

‘now being proposed. You do not get these people
-out here having regard to this matter; what would

l Hotel ?

1

|

l . -
" .Nothing like that was said. However sir, that can ! you build for the Director of Medical Services? A
-go unnoticed. ’

He would rent a cheap house if you got him
to rent one. If you build a house for a medical man
with so many children, then you will have to build
a bigger house for another man with more children.
If you are going to use all the space up there, I
would say, let the Medical Superintendent have a
separate house, but do not build a one storey house at
““Enmore’’ for every other individual whom you em-
ploy at the Hospital. This does not sound right to
me, and for that reason I am voting for the postpone-
ment of this Resolution in the hope that the Govern-
ment will reconsider its decision. The very reason
for building a separate house has just been contra-
dicted; the moment the honourable member heard
that stupid suggestion he must have realised that it
was stupid; and he thought it necessary to say he did
not say so. That is positive proof that the matter
has not been given mature consideration, but that
they have been tricked by somebody who went to lay
the foundation for separate houses and it became
fait accompli; he should have laid the foundation
for all these houses and then he would have been
caught. This is not the way to spend the people’s
money, and then say that you cannot do this or that
because you find difficulty in balancing your budget.
We were told that the budget would have been
brought in earlier this year; it should have been here
already, but on the eve of the budget you tell us that
you are borrowing more money to pay out another
set of interest which will prevent you from buijlding
houses for the people. You used this money to pay
Interest on the money which you have borrowed ; now
you are repeating the same mistake by housing some-
body at the compound of the Hospital. You have
housed this Sister and this Doctor, and are you going
to do the same thing at ‘‘Enmore’’? Because you are
getting the money from C.D. & W. are you persisting
in this mistake? And then you tell people that you
must be careful as to how you use the land for hous-
ing scheme. The Hon. Premier is suggesting that in
the housu}g area people will be eut down to the size
of a tennis lawn for their spots, and that vou should
take the lawn which you have bought at a high price
irrespective of whose money you bought it with, and
build separate little houses for people; that does not
make sense at all, especially in the context of things
in this island. If you tell me that the Medical Super-
lnt.er‘ldent should have a house by himself, T would
say ‘‘Yes,”” but he is the only person. Do they ex-
pect that they will have both sexes on the staff and
will havev to accommodate their spouses? What is
the new idea? T must say that this proposition is
entirely out of tune with things as we have been hear-
ing them recently; and I am somewhat surprised to
find it n h.er.ev to-day. T heartily support the hon-
our_able Junior member for St. Peter in the remarks
which he has made; you are being tricked by people
who have excelled in a particular direction in build-
ing, and they are now putting a little bit before you;
let us try them out with some single houses at ““En-
nAlore and se;e le)rhé_lltdahwonderful job they will do.
re we going to build thre ) -
Modimer o ge to, ¢ and four room houses for
Ask these Medical Officers to take a salary and

rent a house for their families and see what they
will do. o

5.15 p.m.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, I do not pro-
fess to be an authority on building but T must say
that I was surprised when I read in the Addendum
that the most outstanding feature is an amount of
$1,500 proposed for building a garage. I must con-
sider that, in relation to the $1,300 which is th= eost
of each of the houses in the Self Help Scheme. 1
cannot imagine, I cannot conceive, what a garage for




528 HOUSE

$1,500 would look like. How many cars is it expect- ]

ed to contain? What material will it be built of?
What are its dimensions? I ask that because I
noticed, that it is the same price that is estimated
to provide for a servant’s room, and toilet.

I am told that it is quite possible to erect a
decent garage for between $240 to $300; and that
that amount is ample. What will be done to justify

. an, expenditure of $1,5007 I must wonder how many
vehicles it is contemplated that these two officers
will have.

There are two houses, one with four bedrooms
and the other with three, and the difference in price
is $2,000, which would suggest that the cost of the
bedrooms is $2,000 each. In respect to House Ne. 2,
I notice that reference is made merely to dining
space, whereas with House No. 1 reference is made
to a dining room. Again while with regards to
Liouse No. 1 reference is made to ‘‘toilet’’ in thes
singular, with regard to House No. 2 “‘toilet”’ in
the plural appears. I must confess that I share the
joy of other members who look forward to employ-
raent will be found for artisans in the erection of
these two buildings; but I feel we could find other
¢mployment for them if we provided a more reason-
ably priced garage, so that the amount ¢f money
saved could be expended on other buildings on which
we could employ the same people.

There is no point when our Treasury is not in a
flourishing condition, to give the impression that
we can afford an amount as extravagant as $1,500
for a single garage. If the garage is that elaborate,
the rest of the house will have to be just as elaborate;
and that is where we find ourselves with a $25,000
huilding in which $1,500 is for the housing of a car.

1 do not know if there is any reason to assume
that Medical Officers may have more than one car.
It may be even more difficult to find these officers
if they have so many ecars near the institution, than
it is to find them today when a patient is carried
hurriedly to the Casualty.

The next point is that if accommodation is
available for thirteen out of the twenty-five medical
offcers, and by this scheme we are providing for
two, that still leaves us with ten. 'We can imagine
what that will be, unless we decide to erect one
tuilding for these ten. We can imagine what it will
cost to have ten garages and ten servant’s rooms ai
$1,500 each. If this scheme is such as to give these
people an impression that our Treasury is so pros-
perous, they will settle down in these elaborate
houses with these elaborate garages, and no doubt
they will soon appreciate having another car or two,
and will ask for an increase in salary.

I do feel sir, that in the absence of more de-’

tailed explanation as to how these grants are made

up, the type of material that will be used in the

construction of these houses and the dimensions of
the houses ete., I would not be justified in support-
ing today the Resolution for this amount.

Another point which arises was mentioned by
the honourable junior member for St. Andrew—
crockery, cutlery, linen ete. Are those things now-
adays normally supplied to everyone who is supplied
with furnished quarters? Or are we creating a ‘pre-
cedent in this case? If that is so, there ‘must be a
very careful check made of these items to ensure
that all will be there for the next person who occupies
such a house.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman. T onlv got up
to point out to the Minister of Social Services that
the honourable junior member for St. Andrew asked
a very pertinent question; to which ¥ would like
to hear a reply. Having the over-all picture of

cevelopment at ‘‘Enmore’’ is most important, if we
are to decide today on the building of these two
houses.

I quite appreciate the point that we must give
¢dequate accommodation to the Medical Staff at the
Hospital, and we are prepared to give that adequate
accommodation for the Senior Staff; Lut they ar
ten others to be housed, and I think that an over-all
plan of what provision is going to be made at ‘‘En-
more’’ or elsewhere should be provided. We may go
and site these houses in some spot that will spoil the
entire area; we may be causing the other houses to
have to be badly sited.

Now when it comes to the cost of building flats as
against building individual houses, I do not think that
the difference is so great. I have in mind the block
of flats in Hastings known as ‘‘Greystone Flats;’’
a very desirable lot and good enough for anyone to
live in. To-day, with the cost of housekeeping being
what it is, I think it is more suitable for people who
are coming here for short terms (because that is what
they are coming for) and who will have their prob-
lems of gardeners, housekeepers, ete., it would be less
of a problem for them if they lived in flats. That
might be the answer to the housing of these 13 people
whom we are today discussing.

I would like the Minister to answer the question
asked by the honourable junior member for St. An-
drew as to whether this is coming out of C.D. & W.
Funds. If we provide this money to-day, will it pre-
clude us from getting a grant for the additionai
buildings we will have to put up whether they are
houses or flats? When the Minister replies I will
know how to vote.

Someone suggested that this Resolution be post-
poned for further consideration. We do not want
to hasten anyone out of the colony. They have come
to do a job and we feel that it 15 our duty to provide
good quarters to house them; but we do want to
know what is the over-all plan for the housing of the
Medical Officers at the General Hospital.

5.25 p.m.

. Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, before the Hon.
Minister replies, I would like to say that by getting
the houses together in one block of flats, even the
servants might, as a result of having quarters built
for more than one, get better accommodation. The
next point is that in a place like ‘‘ Enmore’’ I hardly
think that an individual garage with a door is neces-
sary for everyome. You could have a common gar-
age capable of holding a couple of cars or more. You
could have a garage holding four or five cars on one
side and the same number on the other side, making it
easy and eonvenient for the owners to get at them.

Now the next point I am going to deal with is
something that I am always complaining about.
Imagine taking a place like ‘‘Enmore’’ and using it
up without even providing a plan. By normal pass-
age through the Legislature, the Government cannot
get this money until March, unless as on other occa-
sions you have started to spend money digging
foundations ete. You cannot spend this $9,000 in
one month; not if you planned to spend it in two
Certainly there must be some plan in existence, What
Is it that you are going to build? I say that the
Legislature is entitled to see the plans of these build-
;ngs. VVle never see a plan; and if we do see it, it is
iss 30;':31.1 t of making a row; we see it after the money

It is not fair. We should be show
to these things. [A VOICE: You haél1 gllee S%:ES
to the Mlmsterial Building }]. The Honourablz
memher said that we had plans for the Ministerial
Buildings. That may be so, but not when the Reso
luf-slon _was brought in at first. However Sir I-
think it would be a good idea if we are shé)wn ‘Lhe
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plans for these things. We should have something
to give us some idea of the buildings. If we are
shown something, we might be able to be of some
assistance to the Government. You are going to
put up these two buildings somewhere at “Enmore”.
where are you going to put the others? Can you
start to spend this $9,000 on the erection of one of
these buildings without having a plan? It is not
merely the plan of the building that we should
be shown; we should be shown something to see
where you are putting them and to see how they
fit in the space you have at “Enmore”. Let us see
something. It is a fact that if Government supply
this House with a plan of some buildings, it only
supplies one in every six buildings they erect;
and Government only does that after it has been
asked to do so.

Hon. Dr, H. G. CUMMINS: My, Chairman, the
hon. member who has just sat started shouting
in answer to something I said. He is not dis-
turbing anybody but himself. I maintain that I
said at the beginning that in the building of flats
you will save very little and the Director of Pub-
lic Works has said so. The honourable member
did make a useful point when he suggested that
there should be a common garage for all these
buildings; and that suggestion will be considered.
The honourable junior member for St. Andrew
asked one or two questions and they shall be an-
swered. I will reply first of all to the question
of furniture. Let me say that I have been a mem-
ber of the Hospital Board since 1941, and all the
doctors’ residences there are fully furnished. It
has been so for years; therefore, the provision has
been made in these estimates for these buildings
for crockery, cutlery, linen, silver, and everything
except a refrigerator. That item has been asked
for, but inasmuch as other residences did not have
one it has been refused in the last instance. These
residences have been fully furnished in accordance
with the accepted practice at the General Hospital.
It was so from 1941 when I joined the Board; and
it is not so in Barbados alone; it is so in the other
colonies of the Caribbean.

As far as the question of C. D. & W. Funds com-
ing into this matter, I do not know from where the
honourable member got the idea. C. D. & W. Funds
have nothing to do with this matter. C.D. & W.
Funds bought ‘‘Enmore.”” These buildings, if you
s0 decide, will be erected out of Government’s funds.
1 am sorry that the honourable senior member for St.
John is not in his place. He talked about a lot of
things, but the only thing I think to be worth answer-
ing, is that part where he questioned the safety of
furniture and crockery in these residences. 1 want
to. tell him that when anybody moves into one of
these furnished houses, (just like the practice with
all furnished houses,) an inventory is kept in the Sec-
retary’s office and when the person moves into it the
Secretary along with the person, checks the various
items with the inventory, and when that person
roves out, the Secretary is there again to check
with the person in accordance with the inventory,
and should there be any loss the person has to replace
such loss either in money or in kind. Let me repeat,
when an officer is moving in and moving out the
items are checked. The hon. junior member for
St. Lucy who is the echo of the honourable senior
member for St. John, questioned the difference in
cost of the furniture for a three bedroom hous: and
a four bedroom house. Certainly, the honourable
member should know that a house with four bedrooms
vould cost more in material and labour; and it will
also cost more to furnish than a house with three

bedrooms. He ought to know such when he ques-

tioned the difference in price; 1 thought common-
sennse would have dictated that to him. As far as the
other officers are concerned, at the moment they
are living out and are paid living out allowances.
5.35 p.m. ' ,
‘When the nurses’ house at ‘‘Stockton’” is built,
then it is proposed to review the whole question of
the accommodation of staff. I said that aboui two
or three times already; because, the accommodation
at ‘‘Stockton’’ will provide 150 nurses plus ten
maisonettes for Sisters and other people. When that
is built the Government will be in a better position to
say ‘‘we want so many houses for the staff.”” We
know that we need additional staff; all of that has
been envisaged; and 1 repeat that when the house at
“‘Stockton’” is built then we will be in a position to
say how many more we want. Then we would come
down for the required amount. As to where these
two houses will be placed, it is intended to place them
at the entrance to ‘‘Enmore’’ at the right. There
would be an independent entrance, and it is proposed
that it would not take more than a quarter acre of
land to build the two of these houses. As far as
plans are concerned I have no plans here, but these
houses are just the ordinary type of bungalow house.
Anybody who knows this type of house can envisage
that this is no big elaborate house which would need
a plan; it is the ordinary bungalow type of house
which will accommodate these two gentlemen. The
Government brought down this matter knowing the
present needs of the Hospital. There are those who
think that there are many doctors waiting to rush to
the Hospital; I can assure you that that is not so.
You took more than a year to secure this Medical
Superintendent who has just come down. I should
like to say this: within a short space of time and with
salaries in the Caribbean advanced within recent
months, honourable members will be well advised to
try and make it possible to keep those who have come
to us. I am very sorry that the honourable juuior
member for the City should descend to say that the
Director of Public Works is doing this job for his
[riends, or words to that effect. I do not know the
gentleman concerned, but at one time you praised this
gentleman and now you say that he has descended

to the level of making things comfortable for his
friends.

Mr. LEWIS: On a point of explanation. I
mevrely said that it is possible for the Director of
Public Works to be friendly with the very people for
whom you are building these' houses. Everybody
would like a separate house for himself. I would
like the honourable member to correct that.

_Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I am not in a
position to correet it; probably the honourable mem-
ber can correct it, and he ought to know. The Gov
ernment feels that we should try and accommodate
:‘,he_ best of our ability, the staff who have come to us.
This man is a man with past experience, and I am
sure that he is i a position to make a good contribu-
tion to the running of the Hospital. If on the other
hand honourable members feel that he should not be
zo ?ecommodated, the Government will have done its

uty.

Mr. Miller and Mr. E. D.
Committee and took their seats.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The Hon. Minister gave
the impression that they were building a house for a
person. I want to say this: it is common knowledge
that the house which is at the corner of River Road
was formerly used by a Medical Superintendent. Dr.
Crawford, who was the senior officer at the General
Hospital in those days. There was no question of
that house not being suitable for Dr. Crawford. It
must be admitted that Government has made certain
ad hoc arrangements from time to time in order to

Mottley came into the
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sccommodate certain officers. I want to say, that the
Fact that one Medical Officer has more children than
ancther cannot place the Government in the position
where they have to build a four bedroom house for
the Medical Superintendent. Dr. Crawford used that
house and other Medical Superintendents must also
have used it; and I do not like the idea that you are
voting something to give this particular gentleman
accommodation as such, that you are erecting two
independent houses. If Dr. [Leacock decides to live
at the Hospital what is going to be the situation?
However, Dr. Leacock is a Barbadian and he lives
outside the Hospital. The honourable Introducer of
this Resolution cannot escape the fact that they need
accommodation for several people; and they are
providing accommodation for two persons and the
cirecumstances are, that they are providing this house
for the Superintendent to live in because he is a
person of this ealibre. They are providing this
accommodation for this particular person and as I
have already said, that is something which 1 do
not like,

5.45 p.m.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr, Chairman, the Minister of
Social Services in making reference to some criti-
cisms which I made, dismissed those ecriticisms as
L eing merely an echo of the honourable senior mem-
ber for St. John. It is a very sad day when in the
debates of this House sarcasm, or what is meant to be
sarcasm, takes the place of argument; and in any
cese I have no objection to being what the honourable
member is pleased to call an echo of anyone, even he
himself, (although it is a feat which I should dread)
bappens to be saying something that is right or true.

If the Minister wishes to defend himself against
specific charges it is his duty, or it should be his
duty, to take the charges one by one and show how
absurd they are. To say that an honourable member
is an echo of another homourable member is not
even an insult, because it may well be a compliment
if the honourable member whom he is supposed to
be echoing is right. Is there any member who sits
on that side of the House of whom any member of
this House ecould afford to be an echo without mis-
givings? I certainly would not undertake it.

T would not claim that the hon. member has in-
sulted me because I happened to be an echo in this
case, because the hon. senior member for St. John is
right and so are other members. T warn the Minis-
ter that this sort of thing cannot go on, if the five
of them are prepared to distort genuine eriticisms,
made by the sarcastic nature of their replies, without
actually paying themselves the compliment of giving
serious replies to serious eriticisms.

Of course I did say that I found it strange that
there was such a discrepancy between the price of a
four bedroom house and that of a three bedroom
house. T was not surprised that the price of the
three bedroom house was less. What T asked for an
explanation on was this: I want to know (and I am
repeating it now because the Minister is still to answer
me) is if the three-bedroom house in addition to
being a smaller house was built, or rather whether we
propose to build it of different materials and possibly
with cheaper labour; because at first glance you can-
rot hope to convince anyone that the mere difference
of one bedroom between three and four should bring
abm_at this difference of $2,000. Certainly one is also
entitled to enquire of its costing you $400 more to
ft}rmsh one bedroom since the three-bedroom kouse
will require $1,800 worth of furniture while the
four bedroom house will require $2,200 worth. Those
are the questions which I asked.
l‘([i]{li?‘csera \%Zttggﬂ?filfgzg’u?a?tw ; L I, the
: § e in dubbing me an

echo, because so far as I recall, the hon. senior’
member for St. John or indeed no other member,.

mentioned that particular aspect of the matter.
If by calling me an echo the Minister means that
I criticised this Resolution on the same grounds as

other hon. members, he is right; but if he means.

that everything I said followed every other hon.
member, he is wrong,

I even went further, Mr. Chairman, and said
that they are asking for $9,000 out of the $46,000
which they say they want, and that it should not
be given to them now because they are soon to in-
troduce the Estimates; and until they tell us what
they propose to do for the housing of the other
ten officers, what type of housing they will pro-

vide and how much money they are coming for, we

shounld suspend judgment. That has been my point
and it still is.

I noticed that the honourable junior membe, for
Christ Church said (and rightly so) in his speech
that he would not know how to vote until the Min-
ister had answered certain questions or until quite
possibly, he had satisfied the House on certain.
points. I agree with the attitude; but I differ from
him in that I knew how to vote long before I feard
the Minister reply. When the hon. junior member
for St. Peter was speaking and after him the hLon.
junior member for the City, I thought that what they
said was good enough to warrant a reply on the
points raised by both of them if the Minister had
anything to reply on.

I therefore say, sir, that this Addendum is not
a satisfactory one, and we ecannot support this
Resolution until the Government tell us and satis-
fy us as to what they are doing and what they
propose to do for the other ten officers; and there-
fore, what they will ask us to provide for the next
financial year. Until the Government can satisfy
us on all those points, they cannot expect any-
thing other than an attempt to postpone the Resolu-
tion.

The Minister of Social Services has been asked

by nearly every hon. member what he proposes to

do for the housing of everyone else in addition to
the two officers we are now being asked to provide
for. Unless I have not heard him correctly, I have
not heard any satisfactory reply; and even if he
did say it, and it escaped me, he did not say how
much the Government thought it would cost.

Mr. Chairman, this is the people’s money. I should

rot have to say that, but it happens to be true; and

hon. members who wish to know how it will be spent,
and who wish to draw comparisons between the way
in which it is spent on one set of people and how it
is spent on the other set, must certainly not be insult-
ed because they press for answers which the Govern-

ment is not in a position to give, or do not wish to

give because certain people asked for them. This is
gorious business. If the Minister wishes to convinece
this House that everything that is set down here in
this Addendum must go through as it is put down, he
has to do two simple things: first of all, declare in un-
equivocal terms what his policy is with regard to the
Liousing of the staff of the General Hospital. That is
to say, whether he is giving them ten flats or whether
he will erect ten houses similar to any of these which
we are now considering.

Secondly, he should say what he thinks it will
cost us to put those houses or flats there. If he could
only say that, we mighti be able to let him have what
Le wants. I cannot, of course, speak for other mem-
Lers; I can only speak for myself; I personally am
not prepared to support this Resolution as it stands,
because I still feel unsatisfied on the points on which
the Hon. Minister is stil] to answer.
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ADJOURNMENT

Hon. G. H- ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I hope we
will have fifteen echoes of the motion that I will
raake now, that is, that you do now report progress
and ask for leave to sit again. I formally make that
motion.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : T beg to second that.

The guestion was put and agreed to without
dwision.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, on a poini of
Crder. You will remember that I made a motioi for
the postponement of the Resolution.

5.55 ﬁ.m.

r. CHAIRMAN: You will remember that I
have been here since 3 o’clock! We are reporting pro-
gress and asking for leave to sit again sco that hon.
members can get a break and then return to consid-
eration of the Resolution.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, there is no question
of not wishing to give a break for tea to you or any-
one else. What the hon. senior member for St. John
wanted to say was that another motion had been made
and seconded.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS:': I beg to move that
this House do now adjourn for half an hour.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question that the House do now adjourn for
half an hour was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division, and Mr. Speaker adjouined
the House accordingly.

6.00 p.m.

On re-assembling :

LETTER FROM THE O/C B'DOS REGIMENT
RE MILITARY BAND

Mr. SPEAKER: Before the House resumes in
Committee of Supply, I have the honour to present
the following letter :—

Garrison Headquarters,
St. Ann’s Fort,
Barbados.
14th February, 1955.
His Honour,
The Speaker,
House of Assembly.

Sir,

I hereby tender my sineere apologies, on be-
half of the Barbados Regiment, for any annoyance
caused to the Members of Your Honourable House of
Assembly by parading the Regimenfal Band on the
occasion of the Rehearsal for H.R.H. Princess Mar-

garet.
I sincerely regret the occurrence, and assure you

Sir, and the Honourable Members that no disrespect
was meant.

T have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your Most Humble Obedient Servant,

0. F. 0. WALCOTT, Lt.-Col,
Officer Commanding, Barbados Regiment.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. SPEAKER. I
thank Lt.-Col. Walcott, Officer Commanding the Bar-
bados Regiment for the apology. I am glad to learn

-

that it was an oversight and that no disrespect was
raeant to this House.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY RESUMED

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment the House
was in Committee of Supply.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House
went snto Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH heing
1n the Chair.

Accommodation For House Officers A¢ Hospital
Continued

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Chairman, I regret
very much that I was not in my place to hear what
the Hon. Minister of Social Services had to say on
this Resolution. When I received a copy of this Lieso-
lution I thought on it for quite sometime, and 1 jot-
ted down a few notes which I should like to speak
on. I am quite sure that I will not be accused of being
the echo of anybody. Let me begin by saying, (and
I hope the Hon. Minister of Social Services will
listen attentively) that I believe people who occupy
rositions such as Medical Officers must be allowed to
}ive in circumstances which are comfortable and con-
ducive to the job which they are doing; and that ap-
plies to Medical Officers who were born here also. 1
do not want to make any suggestion of relegating
Medical Officers who might be called upon to work
here under conditions other than normal working
hours, to a position where they should live in little

| Fouses. If T may use some of the views of the so called

Socialists who say things which they do not always
riean, I do not want to say that Medical Officers
should live in little houses and in the same position
as a man who is working for $40 a month. I want to
be very reasonable; I want Government to weigh
carefully anything which I may say in this matter.

The Resolution in front of us is for the sum of
$9,000 which is part of the amount of $46,000 to
be spent on the erection of two residences for Medi-
cal Officers. The amount which is set out here, is what
i« proposed to ‘be spent up to the end of March. I am
gomg to be very mild when I say that the least this
expenditure can be termed as, is reckless extrava-
gance. I have a full sense of my responsibility when I
say that; and I am, going to prove it. All of us bere
pay great tribute to Captain Tomlin, Director of
Public Works, for the services which he has given to
the colony and the work which he has been doing.
There are no two ways about it; he is doing a good
Job. If I say this is reckless extravagance, it does not
necessarily mean it is a eriticism of him, but it is a
criticism on the Government for not realising -what
they are doing. If you put a case to an architect tell-
ing him what you want to do, he will in turn put
figures to you to suit what you want, The Addendum
to this Resolution reads as follows:—

““In order to provide suitable accommodation for
the Medical Superintendent and to ease the housing
sitnation generally for medical staff at the Hospital,
the Director of Public Works, at the instance of the
Minister of Social Services, has indicated that he
can erect two suitable houses on the grounds of ‘‘En-
riore’’ within three months time at a cost of $48,000
izeluding usual facilities.”’
€¢.35 p.m.

Mr. Chairman, I did not hear what every bon.
reember said on this Resolution, but my counsel this
afternoon is that the Government should postpone
the consideration of this matter. This is not a ques-
tion of embarrassment, this is a question of reckless
extravagance and I will prove it. The remarks which
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I caught from the Hon. Minister when I came 1u are,
that they are having a Medical Superintendent—I1
nope the Hon. Minister of Social Services will see to
it that what happened with the last Medical Superin-
tendent will not happen with this one. It has been
reported to me by medical practitioners that the
great trouble at the Hospital was the fact that the
Medical Superintendent there thought he could run
tiie Hospital from a wheel Chair, and weeks and
weeks passed by and he never visited one Ward in
the Hospital at all. If that is a statement of fact
(I got it from doctors attending at the Hospital)
then they should let this other officer know that if
he comes here with any sueh attitude on the hchalf
of the people of this colony, he should be asked to
pack up and go. Everything which is reported is
taken for granted; however, that is by the way.

As to the question of the erection of the four
Ledroom house I should like to say this: I have a cer-
tain amount of faith in the Hon. Minister’s integrity,
btut he will be misled at times and he does things
in good faith; but can you see thiz Superintendent
coming from England, Scotland, Wales or any other
place in the world, taking up a job and tellino vou
that you must provide him with a four-bedroom house
just because it is he? That is not right; and it ic not
showing any administrative ability. You builld in
keeping with the economic resources of the colony. In
a house where a husband and wife sleep in the same
bedroom, the bovs oeceupying another room aud the
girls another one; show me the reason for building
this type of house? A man may say that he has his
family which might be his grandmother, his sisters
and so on. If you were giving a rent allowance of $60
u month, show me this man renting a four-bedroom
house; he would go to the Garrison and rent o flat
‘or $40 a month. What would be the position of the
Director of Medical Services whose office is actually
above the office of Medical Superintendent? Would
you say that you are building a house to suit his fam-
ily? T am submitting to the Government that they
would not do that; the provision of a four-bedroom
house is absolutely unnecessarv- and it is reckless
extravagance for this country to embark on this ex-
penditure for a Medical Superintendent. I am going
a little further; a three-bedroom house is the normal
house which you should build for a Medical Officer
<y any other officer whe is coming out here to iake
up a job. The Government has suggested recourse to
fanily planning or birth control, and are they build-
ing a house to accommodate this officer with many chil-
dren? I believe that with the growth of the Hospital
and with the growth of the population of this cclony
and with the Health Services offered the world over,
vou must offer suitable accommodation for doctors;
therefore, I say ‘‘Yes, build a three-bedroom house.’’
Tt has been suggested that the establishment has 25
officers and these officers must be offered suitabl~ ac-
commodation ; it would hardly pay us to have a doctor
living at Gun Hill when we want him for a case of
emergency ; but you must not be so extravagant as to
accept things which have been thrust upon you. [
ask in all seriousness, be he Captain Tomlin or any
other man, should he suggest that you spend $1,500
en a garage for a Medical Superintendent? Ii the
Government think so, mere decency prevents me from
saying what should be done. The normal garage is
15 x 10 and 10 feet high. Liet the hon. junior member
for St. George advise you.

6.45 p.m.

If he can spend more than $500.00 (I will even
give him $700.00 and then he will have to seal 1.
and close board it) I do not know anything about
building. Ts it not justifiable for us in the Opposition

to say that this is reckless extravagance when you
come down here for $1,500 to build a garage for a
Mediecal Officer, and say that you spend $1,800 at the
tiousing Board for a house for a human being to live
in? Are you crazy? You do not know what you are
doing.

Unless you are speaking of the idle rich ox the
fabulous rich— [A MEMBER: One is coming in
now!] The hon. junior member for St. Andrew weuld
drop eternally dead before he built a garage for
$1,500 even to hold a Rolls Royce car. Who but the
Government of Barbados, if the House was so stupid
as te agree, would build a garage for $1,500% I ask

lon. members to be serious. Do not let us put any-’

tking like this to the vote.

The Hon. Minister of Social Services says that Mr.
Tomlin, suggested that it would not cost much less to
build a flat. All that I say is that the Hon. Minister
s a doetor and it is not expected that he would know
about building. A garage for $1,500% Of cours: you
have no plan, and you can build a garage for $5,000
if you want to. I am not saying that Mr. Tomlin is
vwrong when he says that a garage can cost $1,500.
What I am saying is, that it is reckless for the Gov-
ernment of Barbados to spend $1,500 on a garage and
te spend $1,800 on a house for a human being to live
n.

1 suggest to the Government to postpone this
Tiesolution, and let the Minister get down with Mr.
Tomlin and tell him that the Government cannot
afford this type of thing. Are you building this hiouse
to suit an individual, or to accommodate a medical
officer to carry out his duties? Apparently the Gov-
ernment is building it to suit an individual which
is a wrong thing. :

Let us take the next item-—servants’ room and
toilet. Let me ask the Hon. Minister what size ser-
vants’ room and toilet will you build for $1,50072 It
iy just reckless extravagance. I take it that you must
be using the same earthern pit. I cannot see the justi-
fication for this expenditure.

Now we come to fencing—$500.00. We all know
this place; it is already walled and fenced in all round.
The Minister will tell us if that is right or wrong.
This place used to be Sir Harold Austin’s home; a
piace where it was sacriligious to enter the gats un-
less vory had a passport. If you are building a house
in there with all your ecivie pride, where are you going
to put the Pride of India and the Barbados Beauty
in a place already fenced around; will you still have
to spend $500 on fencing to fence in what already is
fenced in at ‘‘Enmore’’ ? If it were not the Minister of
Social Services handling this, T would begin to get
suspicious; but from the depth of my heart T believe
in his integrity and honesty, and I believe that he is
being fooled. He should withdraw this Resolation
Are they putting up iron rails? I agree in the prin-
ciple of a three-bedroom house with modern accom-
modation for a medical officer to do his job; but do
not come here with $500 for fencing.

Now we come to path entrance. T know ‘‘En-
more’’. Quite recently I had a job to do, {a pubiic job
in my capacity as Chairman of a Board) and T wanted
to satisfy myself about something. When you are in
public life you must be above suspicion, especially
when vou know that there are foul minded people
ready to sav things about you. So I know ‘‘Enmore’’
well. T would like to carry the Hon. Minister there
and let him show me personally what he is geing
to do these paths. 'Will he terraze them?

As far as lighting is concerned T do not ques-
tion that, beecause T know that you will put in the
latest fluorescent lights.

-
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The hon. junior. member for St. George is build-

ing a house now in Flint Hall that any doctor would
be glad to live in; 1 challenge him to say that he is
bunding it for more than £2,500. As far as contin-
gencies are concerned, no one can quarrel about that:
1f you are building you must allow for that.

I telk the Government this: in another five y.ars
you will be getting doctors all a penny. Let them
laught Al this fool that is being played now, in an-
cther five years you will get them glad to come out
here. The whole idea is oue of kow-towing and bow-
ing and scraping to professionals, instead of making
them realise that they are men and so are you. They
are raising a family and so are you.

6.55 p.m. )

According to your estimate for the house with
four bedrooms, furniture and fittings inclusive of
crockery, cutlery, linen, stove ete, amount to
$2,200. Why should you furnish four bedrooms?
Let me tell you that the modern way of building
houses where officers come and go, is that you must
have built-in cedar — lined closets- These are built
at a quarter of the expense of a modern wardrobe.
I am merely reasoning with you when I tell you
of this; all these things go to show that with all
the Social Services which we are in need of, you
must be careful how you spend money; and the
Hon. Premier says so time and time again, H(_)W
have you got so extravagant? If you had a child
to be married to-morrow morning, unless you are
a Haynes or a Bryden, will you spend $2,200 on
furniture and erockery? [A VOICE: Order!] Why
does not the Hon. Premier take the Chair?

Hon. &. H. ADAMS: The fact that I called
for Order, was because I saw the hon. senior mem-
ber for the City turn around and treat the Chair
with the greatest disrespect, and addressed the
hon. junior member for St. Andrew. Is he so rude
and crude to tell me that it is not my business?
What are we degenerating to? The fact that I
called for Order was to make the hon. member real-
ise that he should not have done it.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The Hon. Premier has
talked about being rude and crude; who can be
more rude and crude than the Hon. Premier? Let
him tell me who has set the standard for behaviour
in this country. He has set the standard for be-
haviour in this country; his behaviour is more dis-
graceful than any other hon member’s. Who are
those that cannot be rude to the Hopn, Premier?
Let him look around this Chamber and see. If
those around you are rude to you, you can stop
their money. Your very action is very crude. If
you want to get in that Chair, get in it.

Mr. CHAIRMAN:
member not to be personal.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Tell your members oi
the other side of this Table that they are rude and
crude; don’t tell me so! Why don’t you shut your
mouth and do your job. Who can’t be rude to you?
Go home and talk about that.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am asking the hon. mem-
ber to keep to the Resolution.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I am sure the hon.
junior member for St. Andrew cannot take excep-
tions to what 1 said. because of the position of
affluence which he holds in this eommunitv T did
not make reference to you Mr. Chairman. hecanse

ence in this country. I said that with +he ~reategt
respect to the hon. junior member far X Andraw.
because it is vublic knowledge of hic wnncitirn of
affluence in this community. If the Won. Premier
takes umbrage because I did not mal~ vefer-mee
to him, it is ur to him. T threw ont ‘» ha TTap
Minister of Social Services that i+ wea'? T infin.

I am appealing to the hon. |

itely better with reference to the providing of fur-
piture in these houses, to have built-in Cedar-lined
closets. If as the Hon. Minister said, that these
residences were fully furnished sinee 1941, then
they must be fully furnished now. I find no fault
of that, What I do say is that since everybody
knows a Medical Officer comes for three years and
then leaves, it would be much better to go into the
matter of the furnishing of these residences more
carefully.

1 am going to make a statement: (and I hope
the Hon. Minister of Social Services would appre-
ciate when I say with the greatest respect to him,
that $16,500 to build a house is too extravagant)
it 1s my vocation to know something about real
estate. These things must be aired because the
general public must know what we are doing. Bear
in mind sir, we are dealing with $16,500 for a
kouse alone; not for the land, because we own the
land. If you take houses in the Pine Hill, Blue
Waters, Welches and Highgates, not one of those
modern houses cost that much to build. I am not
dealing with houses that are in Strathclyde—
beeause  for the most part they are antiquated.
Now, sir, I have an idea of the type of foundations
which you get at “Enmore”. [A VOICE: How do
wouknow] I was called in swing to my profas.onal
capacity, to give my opinion not for the Govern-
meni, when the row was on over the price of this
land.between the Government and the owners. May
I point this out to the Hon. Minister of Social
Services: this house is being built for a price within
the vicinity of £5,000. Do you know that you can
get a big house with a quarter of an acre of land

i attached to it in any of the residential areas for

#£3,000; and that type of house is better than what
any medieal officer lives in when in England. The
Hon. Minister can call upon a member of his own
party to substantiate what I say.

I ask this question: is it not reckless and wilful
extravagance when you are faced with these facts as to
the cost of a new house and land? People have just
Luilt houses at Pine Hill and with these facts staring
vou in the face, are you saying that you have not been
misled? The Hon Minister should go into thes: fig-
ures, and he is bound to reduce this amount by about
$3,000 or $4,000. As it is set out here, there is an
amount of $16,500 for the main building ; and that is
rothing to do with the servants’ room or the garage;
and I can tell you that for $16,800 you can go to the
Pine Hill, Blue Waters, anywhere around and get
a property. But what I am surprised at, is that the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture who has some know-
ledge of this matter has not been able to guide the
Hon. Minister of Social Services in this matier. I am
convinced that the Hon. Minister of Social Services

. bas been misled in this matter; no one can fool me
. that he would in his private capacity say ‘‘Lei me

have this luxurious type of house with this garage
costing $1,500.”” Would any member of this House
have a garage costing $1,500? The Government has

. broviocht down this Resolution and the Government

with its numbers will win; but there is still the ques-
tion nf a certain amount of public morality. When
this matter coes to the public it will be a matter of

‘publie immoralitv. T ask this: what will be the posi-

tinm af the (Yvil Servants under the Housing Loan

I do not consider you to have any position of afflu- =~ Scheme? Wow much cart a Civil Servant get to Duild

a honse? TTow much can a man like the Auditor Gen-
oral get to bwild a house? $10,000% They can ai) get
truges for $10.000 and decent houses too. Of course
*ha idea g that the Opposition wants the Govern-
ment tn enend this money; but I am not like those
whn wonld eav ““The houses of the size of those of

“~rr TTansine Scheme are good enough for the doctors.”’
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I repeat that doctors must be given houses in keep-
ing with their professional standard; let them be
comfortable in body and in mind so that they can
cater to the needs of the sick and dying; but I cannot
subseribe to the idea in this Resolution. Captain Tom-
lin might build a house which would cost $10.009,
$20,000 or $25,000; he might have a string of wall
letters all around the sitting and dining rooms; I do
rot know. I am however arguing that this price for
building this house is too much; I am arguing that in
Barbados we should not build a house at this cost to
house a doctor when in truth and in fact, people of
the rich class are using houses costing £3,000 in-
ciusive of the land.

Finally, I am saying that I will not vote for this
Resolution as it is. The Government can vote for it
with its numbers; I will not make any speech and
then go against what I have said; I will not speak in
one way and vote in another way. 1 am suggesting
that the further consideration of this matter should
be postponed, and I will back up anything that I

said. If these two houses were side by side and if you |

build one party wall for the garages you might get
away from two of them costing $3,000. Can you not
build a party wall between the two garages? In the
United States ¢f America the cars are left in the
street. We talk about Socialism, but is what is pro-
posed here Socialism? I am a humane man. With all
I have said I do not contend that Captain Tomlin’s
figures are wrong; these figures might be in respect
of a garage for $1,500, but can we afford such a gar-
age for an officer who is a doctor? My answer is
“NO”.

Of course when you say these things you arnoy
some of the Ministers. I.et me annoy them. What
difference does it make to me? Then they fcrget
themselves when they are talking to the people who
elevated them to power, and some of the people to
whom they like to say ‘I will stop your living tomor-
row’’. They cannot stop mine. And then some of
them have the audacity to tell you about where you
came from
7.15 p.m.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. member speaking
on the Resolution?

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: You should knock the
gavel when some of these foul minded members get
up. I got up to deal with this matter logically ard in
a factual way. I said I did not agree with a four-bed-
room house; I agreed with a house of not less than
three bedrooms. We must not build houses for people
who want to bring in their grandfathers, grand-
mothers, aunts and sisters. When a member talks
according to his views, if he does not hear that he is
a Communist, he hears all sorts of things. I do not
worry about that because I know that a short memory
is a politician’s greatest gift.

What I am saying is from the depths of my soul.
If you open the hearts of the Ministers you will see
that were it not for the fear of being dominated and
vietimised, they would get up and say that what ¥ am
saying is right. They would agree that Barbados should
not build a four-bedroom house with a $1,500-garage
for a Medical Superintendent, and build a house for
a human being to live in for $1,800.

I am going to vote for the postponement. 1 am
rot doing so to embarrass the Government. I agree
that you should have these houses for the medical staff.
But as it is here it is reckless extravagance. I hope
that the Minister will see the wisdom of postponing
it and seeing that Barbados has many social reforms
to earry out, and we cannot afford to pour all our
money down the drain in.one direction.

I have always criticised the Hospital. The Min-
ister has said that we should give the Hospital a
chance and I have dong that; and when I saw things
that were wrong I have told the Minister about them.
1 am telling him todays that as far as this Resolution
is concerned he is doing wrong, because Barbadcs in
the near future must embark on expenditure for many
needed social reforms and we cannot afford to go in
for reckless extravagance.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, T would like to
say a few words on the Resolution. Listening to
the remarks of the hon. senior member for the
City, I wondered why the Government thought in

the first place of building a four-bedroom house.

It is true that at ‘‘Enmore’’ there is a lot of space,
but with the perpetual development that will be
necessary at the Hospital, it is obvious that this
space will be required from time to time.

What I can say is that the Hon. Minister of
Social Services places implicit confidence in the
Director of Public Works, who would make recom-
mendations that the Minister would be willing to
accept. I would also say, thinking of the Medical
Superintendent, that when there are 13 officers to
be housed including the Superintendent, there will
always be a tendency to do something exceptional
for him. However, I do not know if that can be
justified according to socialist philosophy.

What I would also like to say is that for the
past five years the estimates coming wup to the
House for building, have been unlike the estimates
that are made by private people. I think we can
appreciate why things like this happen. If you are
given an enormous sum by the Legislature I think
that $25,000 or $30,000 will lapse as a result of
saving on the building. I think everyone will appre-
ciate that nothing is likely to go wrong with the
amount saved, although it is not right to vote more
than is required for a particular purpose, because
you isolate sums that could be used for other social
purposes.

As far as the garage and the servants’ toilet
and bath are concerned, you will hardly separate
those two; so there is no reason for putting down
$1,500 for a garage and $1,500 for a servants’ room.
) There have been remarks about fencing cost-
ing $500. It is correct to say that “Enmore” is to
some extent completely enclosed with iron rails
on the outside; but if on the grounds you put up
-cparate and distinet buildings, you will want tu
separate them and that will require some fencing.
The pathways and the drive to the garage will
have to be taken care of.

I would not say that the sum of $1,500 is ex-
travagant for the garage. In the first place I do
not know why they should want to build a four-
bedroom house. I do not see why they could not
build a two storeyed flat so that you could get
everything in one spot, because it is obvious that
in the mear future you will need all the land for
purposes of expansion. Hon. members should appre-
clate the faet that if you are building a four-bed-
room house and treating the garage as an annex
you will not want a garage to cheapen the appear-
ance of the house.

7.25 p.m.

The hon. senior member for the City knows what
I am talking about. I enjoy his feelings now; but
he must bear in mind that the Government is not
likely to put up a galvanize shed with Wallaba
posts and call it a garage along side of a building
on which it is willing to spend £5,000. With these
thmgs'm mind, I am sure the hon. member will
appreciate the position. Tt is true to say that some
saving would have been effected if Government
had planned to erect not mere than a three bed-
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-room house, but if in the order of things and gen-

eral development of the Hospital, a four bedroom
house is required. I do not think we should post-
postpone this Resolution. If we postpone this Resolu-
tion they may cheapen the estimate and then fail

_to build it for that estimate, and we will be asked
to come back here and vote more money for it. I

think we all appreciate the position of the Hon.
Minister of Social Services in this matter; he must
rely entirely on the Director of Public Works for
instructions in these matters and that applies to
almost any member of this House if he were in
the position of the Hon. Minister. With all these
things in mind, I do not see any hon, member after
calm examination would hesitate to vote for thie
Resolution. Postponement of it would only delay
this circumstance, of which the community is in
dire need. If we have any confidence in the Direc-
tor of Public Works (and I am sure we all have
that) we have no reasons to fear that some of this
money will not lapse. It is very obvious that some
of the money which we voted for the building of the
New Fire Brigade Station is going to lapse. The
hon. senior member for the City criticised the
estimate of $1,500 for the building of a garage, but
that is not at all extravagant. [A VOICE: You
ought to be ashamed when you say so!] 1 say
again that $1,500 is not extravagant for the build-
ing of a garage. I know of what I am speaking,
beeause it is something I am doing now and have
been doing for the past twelve years. Certainly
you can build a garage for $1,200 or even for $100;
but would you build a $100 garage against a four
bedroom house on which you plan to spend £4,00017
‘What sort of garage would you build for that
house; I am sure you would mnot build one with
a few galvanize sheets. I say again to postpone
this Resolution would do nothing else but postpone
the service

Mr, VAUGHAN: Mr. Chairman, I would like
to state my reasons over the whole matter, because
I want to justify the reason why I shall vote as I
will. There is such a thing as architectural propor-
tions or architectural features. The Health Centre
at ““Enmore’’ is an elaborate structure, and it is on
a great site. Now, the Hon. Minister of Social Serv-
ices has to be advised by the architect, and if the
advice of the architect appeals to the intelligence
of the Hon. Minister we cannot blame him if he
accepts such adviee. It is possible to build a cheaper
building than what is estimated in this Resolution;
but it is also possible to build the same size build-
ing for more money than what is estimated here. The
point we must bear in mind is that the architect
must achieve developmental harmony. You cannot
have an elaborate structure as a Health Centre
and beside that structure build two pygmy houses
or cheap structures which in the end might cost
the Government more than what it is now prepared
to spend.

Sir, you must not look at this matter from a
political or cheap angle; you must take into account
the advice of the architeet; and I say that there is
such a thing as structural symmetry. Sir, from
that point of view I quite agree with the expendi-
ture proposed. I suppose that very argument was
put up by the architect to the Hon, Minister, and
that argument will certainly appeal to him.

Let us take another instance. Suppose you
proposed to build some adjacent building to this
Public Buildings you would not think of putting up
something out of proportion or comparison with
this elaborate structure; you would put up some-
thing which would harmonise with the general site.
From that angle Mr. Chairman, I can see the arga-
{zent for this vote and T am quite willing to support
it.

Hon. G. H, ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, 1 have
not heard anything since I have been sitting here,
that has not been said by any of us at the general
meeting of the Executive Committee when this mat-
ter was being discussed; 1 include the argument
of Birth Control. Let me say that everything the
Opposition said to-day, (may be it was said in
stronger language to-day) has been said at the
meeting of the Executive; but after careful consid-
eration we came to the conclusion that this Resolu-
tion should come down as it is. Surely it would
not be wrong in any Government Housing Scheme
to have one four-bedroom house even if every
other house may be three-bedroom houses, or even
two-bedroom houses, or even flats. Surely there is
nothing wrong to build one house with four bed-
rooms. If there is anything I hate to do, it is to live
In a hotel or to live in a flat besides someone whom
you do not desire to see. Anyone who had anything
to deal with staff, whether it is at a University, or
College or Medical Centre knows that it is better
to build separate buildings for each member of the
staff. If you have assistant masters or superintend-
ents who may be bachelors and who are willing to
live in a general place, that is all well and good.
7.35 p.m,

1f you appoint a master at Harrison College and
you have quarters for him, if hq happens to be mar-
ried, surely it would not be unreasonable if he told
you to give him a house allowance rather than for
you tell him ‘‘You and your wife must live here al-
though these masters are bachelors’”. I have not
hear'd all the debate on this Resolution, but the sug-
gestions which I heard the senior member for the City
make, were discussed in Executive Committee and we
feel that as long as this officer asks for a four-roomed
house, it is perfectly reasonable to make provision for
the possibility of what might happen in the fuiure.
Home husbands and wives do not sleepi together, they
bave separate rooms and it is not extraordinary to
make provision for a possibility which is likely to
take place. The same question has arisen at the Uni-
versity College of the West Indies; you have some
houses built in which two bachelors may live; there
are some three-room houses, and there are some four-
ioom houses. I quite agree with the senior member for
the City that there should be a common garage for all
the doctors; and the cost can be cheapened in that
way. As the Hon. Minister has already said, that is a
point which should be considered; the Governmcent
I believe would agree to a suggestion of that sort. It
is a reasonable, sensible, constructive suggestion, but
we have compared this building with other places
outside this island. Hon. members seem to forget (al-
though we sometimes say it) that we do eredit the
Opposition with some things, and we say that the
Opposition will oppose not merely for the sake of
opposition; we take into cousideration the kind of
arguments which are likely to be raised. I repeat that
everything which has been alleged since I have been
hearing the debate, has been taken into consideration
and it has been thrashed out; and we still feel that
we are perfectly right in spite of the figures which
also astonished us. We are perfectly satisfied after
careful examination, that we are doing the 1ight
thing in asking hon. members to accept these pro-
posals.

"Mr. ALLDER: When the hon. senior member
for the City was speaking, he attempted to place the
technical ability of tlie junior member for St. George
very high. When the hon. member got up as a con-
tractor, I expected to hear some argument from him
which would have made me change my view; but the
hon. member indulged in arguments which have only
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strengthened my determination to vote against this
Resolution as it stands at present. One also expected to
hear sométhing concrete from the Hon. Premier; he
bas made the positiom worse. I am not claiming to be
an architect or an individual who knows high finance;
therefore I would like to be practical. The Hon. Pre-
mier said that the same arguments which the Cppo-
sition brought up in this matter were also brought
up at the lIixecutive Committee; that further
strengthens our argument because tne same way we
feel now, the members of the Executive Committee
also felt. '

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: On a point of correction,
I did not say that; but it is inevitable in discussing
anything in Executive Committee to consider what
is likely to be said against proposals. Arguments are
used such as this: ‘‘They are bound to say so and so.”’
1 did say that the birth control argument was used
by me; they may say ‘‘You talk about birth control
and now you are building a four-bedroom house for
this officer.”” I want to make it clear that we have
considered that we would be told that it was wrong;
not that we considered it was wrong- (Laughter) 1 do
not know what is funny about that; even the hon.
member who langhed would be told by his very close
friend, the hon. senior member for St. Lucy, that if
any Barrister is worth his salt he would put the worse
possible feature on a matter and see how he would
face up to it. The Governor-in-Executive Committee
considers what might be said here in respect of many
a matter.

7.45 p.m.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, the hoir member
has made it worst. It seems as though they get an
idea before they come here of the opinions which
will be expressed. On many occasions they come here
with something wrong which forces us to express our
snwillingness to support it. The fact that a Minister
will bring down a Bill or Resolution although ke is
doubtful of its rightfulness, shows that he disregards
the opinions of the members of this House.

‘What I am trying to point out to the Mimister
of Social Services is purely facts. This is how T look
at it: as one who has no affairs in high finance, and
who is not a professional contractor, even though I
have had to build some bricks without straw, (Laugh-
ter) I notice that the Government hag built a school
to house 315 children and it cost $36,000; but now
that the Government has to build two houses to house
just two individuals, it will cost them $46,000. That is
how I look at it; that i§ the only way in which I can
Iook at it.

I want to know if in the face of high taxation
and unemployment and the failure of the existing
Government to allay the needs of the working classes,
they should indulge in this expenditure for the ex-
treme comfort of two individuals and probably their
relatives. If the Hon. Premier and the Minister of
Social Services or any of the other members of the
Government, (including my hon. colleague) could
bring any argument to justify it, I would be willing
to vote for the passing of the Resolution.

My colleague said that you can build a garage for
a dollar, for a hundred dollars or for £1,000. No one
can be vexed with a person who wants to build a
£1,000 garage if he has the means, and especially
when he is building it with his own money ; but ne one
can be satisfied with the wanton expenditure which is
indulged in by the Government and supported b+ the
hon. junior member for St. John. i

Mr. VAUGHAN: On a point of explanation, Mr.
Chairman. The hon. member is wrong. I never men-
tioned any figures in conmection with the garage. I
said that these buildings could be put up for less than

they are being put up for, or for more, I never said
anything about a £1,000 garage. .

Mr. ALLDER: The hon. member was makin
reference to figures and I am doing the same. But the
Lon. member made reference to a lot of things like
“‘architectural proportions’’, ‘‘developmental har-
mony’’, ‘‘symmetrical lines’’ and things of that sort.
Therefore he means that those of us who feel that the
scheme is too elaborate for the means of the colony
are wrong, and that the Government, including him-
self, are right. It is misleading.

If you feel that these gentlemen should be given
marble arches to walk under, and tiled bathrooms, and
tl:at the floors must be such as could only be found at
Buckingham Palace, and that they must have hot
and cold water running all day and night and that
the children’s bedroom must be like one which is fcand
at Clarence House, say so. No one can prevent you
from saying so; nor can a minority as we are who see
1ight op this oecasion, prevent you from getting this
through ; therefore you can put it forward, and 1 pre-
sume that you will succeed in getting hon. members
to say that it is correet when in their conscien. es they
know that it is not. But the question is whether be-
cause you can get a Resolution of this sort through
the House you should disregard the moral aspect
of it.

Those hon. members who defend the Government
have not gone deeply enough into this matter, although
I presume they have discussed it months before it
came here. The Addendum says that 25 officers are to
be housed ; thirteen have had provision made for them
already. This $46,000 is to make provision for the two
officers who are coming down now; but ten more
officers stil] have to be provided for. This is what the
Government has not given consideration to, (perhaps
tneir arrogance prevents them from doing so) they
have not given consideration to the nurses whose
numbers would have to be increased due to the ex-
ransion of the institution, nor have they given con-
sideration to the additional maids, ecooks, matrons and
sisters for whom provision is also to be made, plus the
other ten officers for whom provision is not yet under
consideration.

You will realise, Mr. Chairman, that just to pro-
vide for additional staff at the Hospital is liable to
cost as much as the overall expansion of that institu-
tion which would have to hold hundreds of human be-
ings. That is how you have to look at this overall
plan. It is not true that in bigger countries whose re-
sources are greater than ours, that any second rate
doctor or even a first rate one can get provided for
him the lavish quarters which we intend to provide
here.

Everyone knows that for the average bungalow
which you see at Blue Waters, Marine Gardens or any
of the other exclusive areas, the contractor’s cost
(the hon. junior member for St. George can support
this if he wants to be co-operative) does not exceed
£3,000. I am speaking from personal knowledge, be-
cause I have had the fortune or misfortune of having
one constructed; therefore I am not quite a fool in
this respect. I am merely a small businessman who
sometimes hears expressions on business matters by
cther businessmen who may be considered more sue-
cessful than T am; even the hon. junior membe: for
St. George. Nobody expected that hon. member when
he got up would say that the Government was wrong,
therefore he could have remained sitting in prepara-
tion to vote; he only made things worse.

I am saying that the overall cost will be too
great, and I am voting against this Resolution because
as a member of the Committee which considered the
overall plan for reconstructing the General Hospital,

1(4(
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these things were not put to us; or at least noi in
ihis manner. I would not have sat as a member of
a Committee and agreed to an expenditure of $4(¢.000
to house two officers, when I know that in other
countries they have to share quarters between them.
The Hon. Premier says that he does not like to live too
near to his neighbours or to see them wherever he
turns; if the honourable member were building his
own house in which he expects to live perpetually, he
cdould build whatever he likes; but when a doctor is
working with a Government as poor as ours, and not
forgetting that he may be here today and gone tomor-
row, he should be satisfied with the amenities which
are necessary for his healthy existence.

When he retires and he wants to build a marble
palace in a desert he can do so, but that does not
mean that an intelligent Government such as this
should provide such things for him. How can it
be that cultural persons, according to what the Hon
Premier said, cannot enjoy each other’s presence
living together, but people who have no culture
must be huddled together at the Pine with only a
celtotex partition parting them and with the overall
area of their rooms not bigger than a motor ear
box? This same Government is justifying that such
is good enough for those people. How can this Gov-
ernment elect to build a garage for $1,500 to house
a medical officer’s car when, if the same officer had
to build a garage for himself, he would not spend
half of that amount on it? If you go down to
Clinketts you will see ugly four-cornered boxes put
up for people to live in. Of course, the people
could not do better than to accept them. Can ths
Hon. Minister of Social Services say that he is
justified with the structures down at Clinketts
whieh cost $1,100 each, as against this $1,500
garage for a medical officer? Can the Hon. Minister
justify his action in advising the building of a fou:
bedroom house for a medical officer against all
that? You certainly will get one who will come
as a bachelor. Are you going to let him occupy that
four bedroom house? You will have to do so,
Naturally, they are HEnglishmen, Americans and
Canadiang in this colony. When you put that bachelor
to oecupy that large house, all he ig going to do is
to tell some of his friends here whom he knew in
the country to which he belongs (probably some of
them might be working at Messrs Cable and Wire-
less Ltd.) that he has a four bedroom house free,
and to come and live with him. He will get his
friends to live with him at the expense of the tax-
payers, because of this short-sighted policy of the
Government. You are also providing crockery, cu.
lery, furniture and linen for them; does the Gov
ernment consider what is the recurrent cost of
crockery and cutlery? It is all weil and good to give
them, but how will you know when an officer who
might be a brawler will bring in his friends and in
their drinking of grog together, they throw away
the crockery? Will that crockery be replaced? Let
the Hon. Minister of Social Services get up anc
show that they are right to furnish these residence:
with all these things, and T will then be willing 1
vote for the Resolution. He has only given w
spacious argument which cannot hold water.

We also have to take into congideration that
we have to provide these Medical Officers at the
General Hospital with other things. Is it right that
we should provide all these things? When you
provide linen does that include toilet paper, and
also napkins? If, ag the Hon. Minister for Social
Services has said, we have to provide them with
everything then if we carry it to its logical con-
clusion, you will have to provide them with even
& bundle of steel straw with which to scrub the

Iitehen saucepans; and if the Medical Officer is
indiscreet and wants his pound of flesh, you might
also have to provide him with toothpicks. ‘God help
you if you have an officer with ten or twelve in
family, and you have to replenmish the cupboards
with all of those non-essentials. There are non.
essentials from the point of view that there are
recessities which the officer should provide for his
family. You must bear in mind that he gets all of
those things for only 5% reduction of his salary.

The Hon. Premier made reference to people
living in flats and hotels. Those same people who
are coming here have lived for months and even
years in hotels. I am sure if the medical officers that
come to the General Hospital had to provide quar-
ters for themselves, they would go up Hastings
end rent a flat. Why should a Government like this
try to make those people so comfortable? You need
not do so much for them; you are giving them what
they do not expect; and so long as you have started
to do, so you will have to continue. You should not
build those two residences for Medical Officers for
as much as $46,000, and when you come to deal
with the others give them quarters far below that
value; you should not go to extremes.

I was not in my place when the Hon. Minister
of Social Services made some reply to a statement
made by me. I was told that the Hon. Minister
said that the giving of furnished quarters with every-
thing, has been a precedent which was created for
some time. You ware the Government in power; if
this precedent of sweated Negroes was there for
all that time, you can remove it; to remove such
precedents is the reason why men like you domi-
rate this Chamber today. A precedent -created
becomes binding as regards to the individual for
whom the precedent was created; but as soon as
that individual goes out of office you ¢an change it.
You can tell the medical cfficers who are coming
here mow, that these are the conditions of your
employment; you can take them or leave them.
What the Hon. Minister said in reply to me is nc -
argument at all; anybody who makes a law ean
hreak it. There is nothing obligatory on the preseng
Government to provide quarters and all of these
things for the Medical Officers who now come to
take up residences at the General Hospital.

8.05 p.m.

This is definitely showering too much om the
undesirable. We want offieers who will be quite
willing to see the services up there improved, and
we want efficient men brought in to earry out these
services; but I am saying that you can pay tos
much for gold; and it ig also a faet that mamy
students are leaving the Universities. It is also a
fact that Dr. Leacock who has revolutionised sur-
gery in Barbados, went abroad, (I must repeat
this) and now he findg himself serving the people of
this colony. It is not money which brings these
people here; it is a question of supply and demand;
and vou have not taken into consideration the
lucrative salaries which are provided for these
people already together with leave passages for
themselves and their wives. The position is getting
to a stage when the taxpayers should rebel not
cgainst paying their due measure of taxation, but
against the madness in throwing away such monies
that have been collected through taxation.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I cer-
tainly would not have risen again if it were not
for the purpose of correcting the wrong impres-
sions which the honourable member who has just
sat down has given to members of this House. First
of all, he thinks that these doctors are coming here
on lucrative salaries, but he will soon see what the
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position is. As I said earlier, today, salaries in Trini-
dad, Jamaica and British Guiana within the last
three months have advanced, and in a very short
time Barbados will find that we may not be getting
anybody at all. The honourable member has given
the impression that we have nothing to do but
squander money on people. Little does he know that
we are in the ecompetitive market and anyone who
wants a job will take into consideration the condi-
tions obtaiting elsewhere. Every colony in the West
Indies has to provide furnished quarters for its
staff; you have to advertise too and nobody will
come here for two years, and be expected to buy
furniture and furnish a house. “Enmore’’ hag been
fnished and is ready for ocecupation; we have
advertised for a Medical Officer, and not a single
person has applied for the post. Why? Because the
conditions d> not suit; and we want somebody to
work there and give the service for which the place
Kas been built. No- one in the Caribbean or from
anywhere else has applied for this post; so that
when the honourable member is giving the impres-
sion that we have nothing to do but lavish money
on these people when they come here, he is giving
¢ wrong impression. Of course the honourable mem
ber has taken the opportunity to propagandise
against this Resolution; he took the opvortunity of
contrasting the houses built at (Clinketts with the
houses which it is proposed to build here. If he
has any sympathy for the people at Clinketts, if
ke thinks that that sort of house should be oecupied
by everybody, why does he not build one? He has
just built a house and why did he not-build one
of these houses at Clinketts? I want to say this:
we either want these officers at the Hospital or we
do not want them. It does not suit me to state here

the reason why we are asking for a four bedroom |

house for this officer, but I hope that honourable
members will have enough confidence in the Gov-
ernment to know that there is some very good
reason why we have asked for this house.

Again the honourable member was misleading
this Committee in referning to a school being built
for $36,000 to accommodate 315 pupils; but he did
not read that that amount includes provision for mak-
ing alterations. Just above what the honourable
member read out there is a sum of $61,000 which
has been voted for the eonstruction of a school to
ascommodate the same number of children. Why
did the honourable member leave that out? He left
that out because he wanted to ereate suspicion. I
repeat that T cannot divulge the reason why we
are asking for this four bedroom house, but there
is a reason for it. T am not an architect or anything
of the sort; however, I made some enquiries on my
own behalf and I was told that in building a wall
house today, there is an estimate of roughly $1,000
per bed room.

8.15 p.m.

Anyway sir, some practical suggestions were
made, such as having a common garage, while on the
other hand someone else suggested having the garage
and the servants’ room together. All these are prac-
tical sucgestions and they will be entertained. As
far as the fencing is concerned, I think the hon
junior member for St. .George made a point that
these houses which are to be built at ‘‘Enmore’’
should be fenced around. It has been said, and
rightly so, that ‘‘Enmore’” is already enclosed; but
when this area is fully expanded it will be, so to
sneak, a public place and it iy quite natural that vou
sbould put up a little wire fencing between the
rouses for privacy. That is no more than I or any-
one else would do. I will go over the suggestions
that have been made, and I will go into the figures

again with the Director of Public Works; and I
am sure that we will try to effect some savings in ac-
cordance with the wishes of this Committee.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, the hon. senior
member for St. John, with the best intentions, is as
usual barking up the wrong tree. I do not entirely
blame the hon. member because so deepiy is he af-
fected with the unemployment situation and the suf
fering of the masses of the island, (to which the
members of the Government seem to be entirely ob-
livious) that I do not entirely blame the hon. mem-
ber if in his fervour for the suffering masses, he
does not see the real issue confronting this House
and this island today. That issue is the complete
lack of consistency and planning on the part of the
Government which is presiding over the misfortunes
of the people of this island. As long as you accept
the principle that officers have to be provided with
guarters, and that the quarters are justified, I do
rot think that one can quibble over $500 or $60{0 one
way or the other. To accept the principle on one
hand and to quibble over additional expense on the
other hand is not seeing the matter in its true per-
spective.

‘What alarms me about this Resolution is the fact
that the Hospital Planning Committee published a Re-
port which was completely supported by the mem-
bers of this Chamber not longer than six months ago;
and nowhere in that Report to which I believe the
present Director of Medical Services and the Super-
intendent of the General Hospital subseribed, was
there any mention of the fact that the renovations
and expansions of the Hospital then envisaged would
entail the building of quarters for 13 medical officers.

Prior to that, we were cajoled and inveigled
into supporting what some members of the publie
call the Five Year Plan, and other members of the
publie, less charitable, call the Five Year Plot. Time
after time the Government has come back strictly
from the point of view of public finance, and
deviated substantially from the provisions of that
plan creating not only new capital expenditure from
the public purse, but also involving the taxpayers of
this dsland in the maintenance of white elephants
and monuments in perpetuity by way of recurrent
expenditure.

In that respect, Mr. Chairman, my criticism of
the Government today is as regards its inconsistency
in the financial measures which it brings before this
House. It is not only an indictment on the fore-
sight of members of the Government but also the
administrative officers whom we unfortunately em-
ploy. It is perfectly true to give the Devil his due;
(and T do not mean that in any personal sense, be-
cause there is nothing digbolical in the Minister of
Social Services in comparison with his colleagues) it
is true that when the Minister of Social Services
asked the House to support a Resolution for the
Hospital Plan for approximately $1 million (the
majority of which, I might also say in deference to
him come from C.D. & W. funds) he did say at that
time that there was room at ‘‘Enmore’’ for the build-
ing of quarters for the medical officers. It was on
that occasion that I told the Minister of Social Ser-
vices that Sir Rupert Briercliffe’s recommendations
were far more worthy of adoption than the piece
meal plan which they had at that time advocated for
the Hospital. I said that the day would not be long
off when the Government would come back to the
House and ask for money over and above that pro-
posed in the Resolution before the Chamber, for ad-
ditional improvements to the Barbados General Hos-
pital; and I said that that would go on from. year
« to year.

N
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It seems to be a feeling on the part of the Ad-
ministrative Officer in charge of finance, that it is
Jbest to take little and live long; that if you tell the
whole truth at one time you stand a chance of your

plan being rejected; so you give a half truth and

ecome back later on when you think that the pub-
lie’s short memory has lived up to its reputation,

-and introduce further burdens on the taxpayers.

I am not concerned with the merits of a three
of four-bedroom house, but with the overall picture
of the finances of this island. I am also concerned
with the lack of forthrightness (to use a charitable
word, because I do not want to say lack of honesty)

-on the part of those officers whom we employ in this

‘Government in bringing forward finaneial measures
-or making recommendations to thig House. There are
multitudes of examples since the inception of the
Five Year Plan, in which I can show clearly that the
Government has deviated substantially from the pro-
visions of that plan, which from the time of its
introduction I described as an agglomeration of five
yearly budgets,

‘We were told that the reason for the Five Year
Plan was that we wanted to know in advance where
we stood; but how can we know that if week after
week we come here with substantial money Resolu-

“tions which substantially deviate from provisions of

the Plan; and Resolutions involving capital expen-
diture and which are going to mean added recurrent

-expenditure from the public pnrse of this island.

8.25 pm.
Nowhere in the report of the Planning Commit-

tee is there any money estimates for quarters for

medical officers; and that itself is an indictment on
this Government. If there are twenty-five Medical
Officers at the General Hospital, surely they were
not twelve when the Report came 1 efore this House.
‘There were always twenty-five posts with vacancies
bringing it up to that number. There has been pro-
vision within the last few weeks for one or two
graduates from the University College of the West
Tndies, but I doubt very wmuch whether those
graduates would get quarters within the precincts of

‘the Creneral Hospital.

We were told that ‘‘Enmore’’ was a suitable
place for quarters; if that remark was a mere sug-
gestion at the time, then it is a rather insiduous
method of giving warning of a Resolution of this
kind. T do not want to prolong this debate any fur-
ther, but I cannot agree with the hon. senior mem-
ber for St. John that postponement of this Resolu-

tion would necessarily mean that Government would

-abandon the idea of building these quarters for the
amount set out in the Resolution, Tt is clear that
what will happen, is that in the earlier hours of the
morning when all self-respecting citizens have takeu
1o their homes, this Resolution would be stampeded
through the House. I do not think we need delude
ourselves on that particular scope at all. In view of
the statement made by the Hon. Minister of Social
‘Services that he is going to consult with the appro-
priate officers of Government the modifications which
‘have been suggested on the floor of this House, T
wonder if it would be in order for him to consult
with them, and maybe carry out the modifications
‘both what is suggested here and what they them-
selves would agree on, without bringing this mat
‘ter before the House again. If as the Hon. Minister
has said he intends to consider the modifications
which have been suggested, I see no danger in the
Hon. Minister of Social Services retiring gracefully
and himself accepting a short postponement of the
Resolution. As far ag T am concerned, I do not
think that the postponement of the Resolution will
«dg any good. It may only cause more aerimony in

.

- T .

this Chamber; a feature which is always present in
recent months,

I am therefore throwing the onus on the Hon.
Minister of Social Services, and in the light of the
observations which he himself has made, to show
that there is at least one magnamimous gesture of
the Government in this statement.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I would like to
clear up the accusation which the Hon. Minister of
Social dervices made against me. He charged me
with the short-reading of certain items in the Es-
timates. If you look at the Item, Six Cross Roads
School under Head IV — Edueation — in Capital
lixpenditure, you wil] see the explanatory Note says
— that the sum of $36,000 is for the construction of
that School to accommodate 315 pupils, and it in-
cludes provison for alterations to existing buildings.
Now the St. Joseph (Western) Schoo] is to cost $61,-
000 and the explanatory Note reads: ‘‘Construction
of a School to accommodate 315 pupils.”” I think
I am correct in saying that the purchase price of that
palatial residence, ‘‘Blackmans’’ is also included
in this Item; therefore, I want the Hon. Minister to
understand that that is what is set down in the Es-
timates. I want to remove any feelings of this Com-
mittee that I have been short-reading explanatory
Notes to gain my argument.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Chairman, you will
remember I said when I began, that I did not bhear
what the Hon. Minister of Social Services had to say
on this Resolution. Since I have spoken, the Hon.
Minister spoke and I was at pains to note what he
gaid; and among the things he said, although he did
not actually reply to the observations and criticisms
which I made, I gather he said he had asked mem-
bers to believe that they were certain reasons for
the construction of this four-bedroom house, reasons
of which he was not able to divulge all of the facts.
I suppose that there are times when such things will
bhappen; I believe there are times when some things
which might take place and Government might not
be discreet to express it on the floor of this Heuse.
The honourable member has agreed in principle that
cwing to the economy of the island, a four bedroom
bouse for medical officers should not be the general
practice; and T think that satisfies the views of many
members of the Opposition.

835 pm. ‘

Just to review what I have said; the Hon. Min-
ister having given his undertaking that if this Reso-
lution is passed, suggestions as regards the garage,
tlie servant’s room ete., will be reviewed by the archi-
tect and planning officer with a view to seeing what
saving ean be effected. Having said that and the
Hon. Minister having given his word, (up to now I
have personally not found that when he has given
his word in this House he has done anything contrary
to what he has said), I am prepared to look at .the
matter from the point of view of the £3,000. I
think that the criticism on this occasion will cause
the Hon. Minister of Housing to make some thorough
investigations as to the cost of houses of this nature.
I know that no three people outside of Government
who want to be honest, would agree with building
any kind of garage for this money. The honourable
member is absolutely correct when he made an in-
vestigation of work within the Christ Church — St.
Michae]l area. and found that a house could be eree-
ted for £3.000 which would include the garage. That
is the standard followed by every builder and every
contractor in this island; and thev have to make
a profit. T repeat that never in this House have I
got up and expressed a view and then voted con-

L trary to the view which I have expressed; but you
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must assume that a person is honest until you prove
him to the contrary. Throughout all his dealing
here the honourable member has shown to this liouse
that he will do what he says. If the Hon. Minister
had attempted to say that you cannot build a garage
for less than $1,500 and also attempted to justiry
the Resolution by mere abuse or the type of stupid
argument which you get from some Ministers that
Lecause something has come from the Government it
is alright and it must be passed) 1 would have adop-
ted a different attitude. I will not again subscribe
to the idea of four bedroom houses being agreed to;
but ‘they are bound to come down here for more
houses and we will be here (Laughier). Let us not
mind the argument used by the honourable junior
member for St. John about building houses in keep-
jing with the Georgian type. However the Hon.
Minister has said that he will give this matter further
consideration. Jt is because of the sweet reasoning
attitude of the Hon. Minister of Social Services and
it is because of the confidence which myself and
other honourable members of the opposition have got.
in the Hon. Minister up to now, that I am prepared
to vote for the passing of this Resolution; and to
my way of thinking that is the attitude which any
Government should adopt. It cannot be argued that
from this side of the table we have made destructive
criticism; we say that this is what we think should
be done, and the amount which should be spent; and
they should not allow any high-falutin schemes to
be brought down.

In the circumstances sir, I am going to support
the passing of the Resolution today on the under-
standing that the Minister will use his influence and
will be able to tell us that at least $3,000 to $5,000
has been saved because of the criticisms and sugges-
tions made on the floor of the House. With that
assurance, because I take the Minister’s word, I will
vote for the Resolution.

8.45 p.m.

Mr. ALLDER: I hope that the members of this
Committee will not adopt the vacillating attitude of
the honourable senior member for the City as rep-
resenting the views of all of us who have spoken
against this Resolution. If the honourable member
is not careful, he will build up a reputation in this
Chamber for barely wasting the time of the House,
shouting loud and pretending to be against certain
things which in their nature are truly wrong, and
which he does not really and truly intend to oppose
by actions in spite of the words which he uses. What
ever the Minister of Social Services might have told
the honourable member privately.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I never said that the
Ton. Minister told me anything privately. I am

“yot the kind who will say one thing and vote the
- other way. The Minister stood up here and said
“.clefinitely that he would go carefully into the sugges-
“tions made relative to the various items and see
whether there was a possibility of saving. He has
given similar assurances on many occasions i the
past and has done what he said he would do. The
Hon. Minister, as T said, has given that assurance
and he went further and said that Governmen?, does
not subscribe to the policy of a four bedroom hcuse,
but proposes to build one on this oecasion for reasons
which the Hon. Minister cannot state in full. Tf
the Hon. Minister had said that it was Government’s
policy to build four bedroom houses, I would vote
against the Resolution come what may. In this case
there are special circumstances which the Minister
says he cannot explain. Tn all Parliaments such
things happen; there are things on which you cannot
very well say everything. The honourable senior

wember for St. John should not say that the Minister
told me something privately. 1 sat here and told
the Leader of the Opposition that’ if the Minister
had given that assurance, he would have to stick to
it as long ag he had any sense of decency.

Mr. ALLDER: What the Opposition is asking
for is not any saving of $3,000. They feel that $46,-
000 is too much to spend in this case and therefore
suggested a postponement of the Resolution for two
weeks, so as to give the Minister an opportunity of
revising the whole programme and bringing some-
thing more practical and worthwhile. We are not
asking for charity; it is right that the Government
should accept such a suggestion. If the Government
saves $3,000 or $5,000 we stil] feel that they -will be
spending too much. It is too big a programme for
so little benefit; that is what we are saying.

It is not enough for the Minister to say that he
will go into the suggestions; we have heard that on
many occasions. A reasonable proportion of the mem-
bers here feel that the scheme as presented by the
(GGovernment is too great for the purpose; therefore
we have made a motion for postponement so as to give
the Government two weeks’ grace in order that the
Minister in charge of the Resolution can go back to
the Department and bring down something more
moderate, and which will be more acceptable to all
henourable members. That is nothing unreasonable.

We are not against the construction of these
quarters to accommodate officers of the Hospital,
but we feel that the scheme is too expensive; and
thereforg, when the honourable senior member for
the City decided not to vote according to his previ-
cus statements, he is trying to influence other mem-
bers over whom he thinks he has control to follow
suit and do harm to proper legislation in this colony.
I tell the honourable member so openly; I dislike
being forced to tolerate such questionable lobbyings.
When the honourable member talks about the sweet
reasoning attitudes of the Minister, all that is senti-
mental talk. If the Minister merited such words he
would have agreed to the reasonable suggestions made ;

but he only thinks in terms of playing ball with .

certain members whom he thinks control all other
members, and he feels that ag long as he speaks to
one individual that that shepherd will get all the
sheep going into the wrong fold.

_ Let the Hon. Minister handle his business like
a Minister; and do not let him depend always on

baving everything in his favour. Let him give some

consideration to the opinions of other members whe
have been sent here by the taxpayers; that is what
he must do before he qualifies for those sweet reason.-
ing terms. If our arguments are right, there can be
ne harm in postponing this Resolution so that things
can be done in a proper way. Public matters should
be done openly. The Government should accept the
motion for postponement, call in the Colonial Engin-
eer and say that if the Ministers of the Government
et Executive Committee felt the same way, that mem-
bers of the Opposition in the House feel something
must be wrong. If we did not know their feelings
and they did not know ours, and our feelings turned
out to be the same, naturally something is wrong.
Let the Government come back with a revised plan
which will cost less; and when they bring it back
there will be no discussion because it will be exactly
what we ask for. Do not tell me that we should accept
thig Resolution as it is, because the Minister of Soecial
Services can appeal to the whims and fancies of the
honourable senior member: for the City who after a
tirade of over an hour in which he gave the impres-
sion that the Resolution was wrong, then turn around
and talked about the sweet reasoning of the Minis-

L 4
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ter. In the past we have had similar assurances which
were not backed up by the actions of Ministers.
The honourable member mentioned something
about not being able to disclose the reasons for build-
ing this four bedroom house. Mr. Chairman, in legis-
lative business there are no secrets; unless it is a

_question of a military secret. If the Minister feels

that a four bedroom house should be built for a par-
ticular doctor let him say why; and if the case is
reasonable I am sure that honourable members will
agree. To tell us that you cannot give us the reason
for building a four bedroom house is trying to make
us look like fools. No submarine would be sunk if you
disclosed the reason ; nobody would die if you tell us
the reason. That is not sufficient argument for refus-
izg to vote for the postponement of this Resolution
after the honourable member has made such a long
speech in favour of it. As I have said, I feel that the
whole scheme should be considerably reduced, be-
cause you should not spend that amount of money
just for the purpose of housing two officers; and I
do hope that I will not have to repeat that argument.
8.55 p.m.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: 1 am confirmed in my
view of the honourable senior member for St. John,
that he has a single-tracked mind; and it is for the
reason that if you attempt to disagree with him, he
thinks that there is something peculiar about it. The
honourable member should know me well enough by
now; he seems not to listen to any argument after
hig argument has been put. The honourable member
raade reference that I in a tirade for over an houn
expressed certain views and that T am going to vote
contrary to those views. The honourable member
kpows that it is not true when he spoke of other mem-
bers of the Opposition; I have not heard one word
from the Hon. Leader of the Opposition. When the
honourable member said that members of the Oppo-
sition. spoke contrary to the views I expressed, he is
absolutely wrong. I never said anything of getting
any benefit. You cannot measure any benefits from
the Hospital from expending money on a house for
doctors. I would not attempt to reduce a medical
practitioner who must come here to take charge of
the Hospital to the position of living in houses like
thoge at Clinketts. That is not an honest expression;
that is the usual socialist expression.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I do not know
if some honourable members think that by the re-
marks I made, that doctors at the Hospital should
be housed similarly to those people who are housed
in the Clinketts Housing Scheme; what I wanted to
say is, that the people at Clinketts could have been
better housed than the car of an officer of the Gov-
ernment. That is the comparison which T was making
at that time.

Mr. E. D. MOTTIEY: What the honourable
r:ember has said, is that the members of the Oppo-
sition did not agree with the overall expgnditure on
the two houses. I have not disagreed with that; what
I said was, that the poliey for providing houses for
doctors was one which I agreed with. Certainly it
would not do to have doctors who are supposed to
be in/ residence at the Hospital to be living in St
Joseph or in St. Andrew. I went on to say that the
actual Resolutton in front of us was asking for
$9,000 to be spent on the erection of these houses
up to the end of March, and what influenced me to
agree with the Resolution, is because the Hon. Leader
of the House said in his reply that he will review
the whole Resolution. What T would like the honour-
able member to understand is. that the Hon. Minis-
ter will still have to come back to this House over
this matter. The view has been expressed that you
cannot get any benefit from spending this $46,000 in
the way it is proposed. If you spend $256,000 in the

right direction you can get benefit from it. Bear in
mind you are spending that money on the health of
the people of the island, and- health cannot be meas-
ured in terms of money. 1 did not agree with the
building of four bedroom houses, but the Hon. Min-
ister has answered that; and there are some things
which you must take as reasonable. In my speech I
said that $1,500 for a garage is too much. Do you
think after the arguments which have been put up in
this Committee that they would spend $1,500 on that
garage? I do not feel that the Hon. Minister of Social
Services will come back in here and tell us that. He
said he was prepared to have the matter reviewed
with a view to effecting a saving. Because of that

statement I am going to support this Resolution.
9.05 p.m.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I should like to
refer to a few points which the honourable senior
member for the City has made. It is not true as he
was trying to put forward, that the spending of this
money would be providing medical accommodation
for the public.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: On a point of Order. I
have never said any such thing; where did the hon-
ourable member hear that? But of course he ig accus-
tomed to replying to nonsense which is spoken from
the other side and therefore he cannot help for that
sort of thing.

The question that the further consideration of
tlis Resolution be postponed was put and resolved in
the negative, the Commitiee dividing as follows:—

Ayes: Messrs, CRAWFORD, TUDOR and ALL-

+ DER—3.

Noes: Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Hon. Dr. H. G.
CUMMINS, Hon. M. E. COX, Hon. C. E. TALMA,
Mrs. BOURNE, Messrs. HOLDER, MILLER, F. L.
WALCOTT, BRANCKER, VAUGHAN, E. D.
MOTTLEY and GODDARD-—12.

The question that this Resolution do mow pass
was put and resolved wn the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS.
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX, the CHAIRMAN re-
ported the passing of two Resolutions in Committee
of Supply.

Mr. SPEAKER #esumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

On motions of Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS, sec-
onded by Hon. M. E. COX, in each case, the Resolu-
tions passed in Committee of Supply were read a
first and second time and agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. . G. H. CUMMINS: At this stage Mr.
Speaker, I beg to move that this House do now ad-
journ for three quarters of an hour,

The question that this House do now adjourn for
thiee quarters of an hour was put and resolved in
the affirmative without division, and Mr. Speaker
adjouwrned the House accordingly.

DEPUTY CLERK GRANTED LEAVE

On resumption

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to inform
the House that the Deputy Clerk has been relieved
of his duties for the rest of the day’s sitting.

On the motion of Hon. Dr. CUMMINS, seconded
by Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Mr. D. A. BANFIELD was
appecinted to act as Depuly Clerk for thie remainder
of the day’s sitting.




542 . _HOUSE.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE SALARIES OF
' HOUSE OFFICERS AT THE GENERAL
HOSPITAL

.. Hon. Dr. H. G. H CUMMINS asked for and was
granted leave to take Ovder No. 6 as the naxt Order
of the Day.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
this is a Resolution to approve the salaries payable
te house officers at the General Hospital. As far as
the history of the Resolution is concerned, I think
it was in 1953 that an amendment to the Medical
Registration Act was passed making provision for the
Registration of duly qualified doctors who are com-
pelled to spend a year in recognised hospital before
they are allowed to register. That Bill was passed
about September, 1953, and then about November,
1953 a Resolution was passed by this House which
fixed certain salaries for these duly qualified prae-
titioners. The figure then was $1,680 per year and
was in accordance with the figure paid to such gen-
tlemen in the United Xingdom. These figures were
adopted throughout the Caribbean area. Subsequently
they were revised upwards and the salary now paid
is $2,040 per annum for the first six months and for
the second six months $2,280. Those are the figures
paid in the U.K. and they are adopted by territories
iz the Caribbean, Jamaica and Trinidad espeecially.

We are asked to pay the same salaries; and we
are asking that the revised figures be retrospective
from the 1st April, 1954. Making them retrospective
from that date will not cost us anymore, because it
is only within the last month or so that the first of
these qualified doctors reached Barbados in the per-
son of Dr. Ward who took up his post about the 28th
or 29th of last month. I beg to move that the Reso-
lution do now pass.

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, there is
one part of this Resolution that I do not like. The
Addendum gives the impression that these interneces
are really doing Barbados a favour by coming here
It reads that the ‘‘British Medical Association has
accordingly drawn attention to the futility of adver-
tising pre-registration posts at a lower salary and
has suggested that the local remuneration be brought
into line with the rates mentioned above—which have
been more or less generally accepted by the other
colonies.”

. There is no objection to paying these internees
what other colonies are prepared to pay them, but
we do not want the impression to be given that the
Barbados General Hospital is being granted some
sort of favour by this. It is the other way round;
these young internees are glad that the Barbados
General Hospital is a place where they can come and
spend their internship in the colony in which they
intend to practise. Even at some Medical Colleges
.and Universities all internees are not allowed to
spend their internship at the place where they are.
Some of them are as glad to get to Barbados as any-
one else. You will probably tfind that when the Uni
versity College of the West Indies has a lot of them,
they will not be able to take in all and it would be
good if West Indian Hospitals are up to a standard
to accept them.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I do not think that the
henourable member who has just sat down is quite
right when he says that there will be a lot of them
coming from the University College of the West
Indies as graduates; because after graduating from
that College, everyone of them goes back into the
Hospital. The College has so to speak taken advan-
tage of the opportunity and brought them back into
the service, and they are being paid this salary. As

a matter of fact I think that a lot more will have
to be graduated from the Univewsity College of the
‘West Indies for us to benefit from that source.

As I mentioned sir, Dr. Ward came here just a.
few weeks ago. He came here because he could not
get a place in the U.K. He wanted to remain in the
U.K. and then further his studies. Having failed to-
get a place in the U.K. he came to Barbados.
10.10 p.m.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I femem-
ber well when the actual Bill wag passed in 1953 1
did hope to make certain comments on it at the time,
but unfortunately for me I was ill. Without reflec-
ting on any act of the House, members will appreci-
ate what would have been my attitude then.

In supporting this Resolution, there are some-
things which you must say and the Hon. Minister of
Social Services ought to appreciate what I am going:
to say. Just about the time thig idea took root in.
England, I read an article in the Press and I con-
sulted an eminent physician, and he told me that
we should be very careful how we deal with the mat-
ter. I too was very suspicious about it. I want to say
at once that Dr. Ward is the first of these internees
te: come here. Within recent years we have been hear-
ing a lot about constitutional and other reforms for
the West Indies and I am wondering if this is one
of these reforms. I am wondering, because when you
see these thingg happening, especially when they are
decided on the floor of this House, some pgople try
to twist them. It is a matter of indifference to me
whether the people responsible for this thing think
that we in the West Indies are the biggest fools to
listen to; but I do say that it is rather suspicious that
with all these amendments, regulations, agreements
and what-not that no medical man of colour cam
finish his profession in England unless there is a
tremendous lot of st¥ing pulling. It is a fact that
medical graduates of colour are finding it rather
difficult to put in their period of internship at an
English hospital.

I read an article about these internees in British
newspapens; I speak subject to correction; I under-
stand there is great advantage for an internee, if he
is .able to put in his compulsory year of internship
in a large hospital where he can see many cases. He
raust be able to get a tremendous lot more experience
tban if he had put in his internship at a smal] hos-
pital; and T think I am speaking correctly when I
say that. Why at this stage of our development you
do not find graduates friom the United Kingdom com-
ing to us in Barbados and saying ‘I am a graduate
from Bristol, but I find it impossible in the whole of
United Kingdom to put in my period of internship
at any hospital in that country.’’

Mr. Speaker, those of us who are parents
and who are not the fortunaie few, must view this
idea with suspicion; we must view it as a wrong that
is being done to West Indian people. I know you
will never get this Government to express a similar
view, but we in this colony feel that if a youngster
hag graduated in England as a medical practitioner,
there is a lot of advantage to be gained by it. When
a medical graduate is putting in his period of in-
ternship he is just beginning to learn. I am there-
fore wondering whether this new idda of a youngster
putting in his period of internship at hospitals in
the West Indies is not pushing us further! back than
we were twenty-five years ago. I am rather surprised
that the professional or more enlightened people of
this colony have not expressed this view already. It
is my firm belief that the whole idea of this sug-
gestion is a racial question ; T am going to call a spade
a spade. I was really surprised and!shocked to learn
that the coloured doctors have not got up against the
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idea. The first internee to come is Dr. Ward; let
un watch and see whether we are going to have any
more youngsters like him. If I may put it another
way, let us see whether we are gomng to get a Dr.
Irarmer. 1 have many friends among both gections
of this eommunity, and I am going to risk to bet
that all the graduates sent down to the General Hos.
pital to serve their period of internship will be
eoloured graduates. I have spoken to young doctors
who came here, and they told me that they are ‘worst
off by this. They have said anything like what is
at the end a tar brush; you are not going to get any
chance of putting in your internship in a British hos-
pital unless you have someone at the top to pull
strings, for you. What iy the use of their telling that
they are giving us constitutional development
and what-not, and then they are saying that when you-
son goes to England and completes his pre-medical
course in a British University, if he wants to go
inte a Maternity Hospital he must come back home
and look at women of his own race in a hospital
bed. T say enlightened publiec opinion should stand
up against a thing like that. If this is not hitting at
the very root of racial discriminations what else isi?
The Addendum states: ‘‘The British Medical
Association has accordingly drawn attention to the
futility of advertising pre-registration posts at a
lower salary, and has suggested that the loeal re-
muneration be brought into line with the rates men-
tioned above—which have been more or less general-
1y accepted by the other colonies.”” We have never
said that we wanted any pre-registration medicos at
our hospital or any person that was not gualified.
10.20 p.m. :
This is what the Addendum to this Resolution
says: ‘‘In acecordance with an arrangement made by
the General Medical Council for medical graduates
to serve a compulsory period of one year in an ap-
rroved Hospital, the Medical Registration (Amend-
ment) Act, 1953, was passed to provide for the pro-
visional registration of Medical graduates who wish
to do their intern service in Barbados.”” I really
plead ignorance to a lot of the things here. I have
read how badly undergraduates have been paid; in
some cases they work for twenty hours a day because
of the tremendous experience they gain in all cases
cf diseases. However, all is not well; all that glit-
ters is not wold. A lot of people in this country will
not raise this question; but that things are so you
cannot deny. It Las been told to me by young prac-
titioners coming out here from England that they
would prefer to put in their internship in one of the
big hospitals where the experience gained there
would stand them in good stead if they had to prac-
tise here; but everything is being done, and West In-
dian Governments hed been asked to pass this legis-

" lation, and they speedily did it. Recently we have

been readine of graduates: sons of people of this
country who are not of African descent and who have
been put in internment in big hospihls in Fngland.
You eannot blow hot and cold at the same time; the
whole idea is that you will be able to say ‘‘You are
a graduate of England but you are not in the street
with the youncster who has qualified in England.”’
The Hon. Minister of Social Services knows where-
of T am speaking; I want to ask if any provision
could be made for students other than those who
graduated in the United Kingdom, putting in their
internment here. The position is that they do not
want anv colonred doctor of any standine to o into
these hosnitals, You talk about Ministerial Status,
Federation and so on and then you say ‘“You people’
are rising to~r mmah and what we did for ven 95
rears ago we have to put up a barrier against now.”?
T am quite sure that the Hon, Minister of Sociall Ser-
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viees will be able to allay these fears if what we hear
is true. What I have said is the view which has been
expressed by a young medical practitioner; I do not
know whether he came down to put in his internship
here, but he said he was unable to go to a big hoa-
pital in England. Before this youngster could regis-
ter he must put in his internship; and I say that if
that is going .to be the attitude towards students of
colour, then-1 suggest that we must have some re-
form. I have no objection to what is paid these
youngsters, but it is great deal more than what in.
ternees get in big hospitals in the United States of
America; a8 a matter of fact, recently when I was in
the United States of America I was speaking to a
graduate of the New York University, and he point-
ed out that to all young graduates it was a privilege
to get into a big hospital. 1 want to say that in the
United States today you put in 16 or 18 hours a day,
and it is your privilege to go into big hospitals and
get experience in such a hospital. I might be singing
& solo, but I say that the position here is misleading
and it is designed for one object alone. I know the
Education Department said that you cannot get in,
even Universities in Canada. :

10.30 p.m. :

He said he had just got a communieation from
the Registrar of Me(@ill University. They only want-
ed to know what was the colour of the boy. I am pre-
pared to talk about these things whenever the time
comes. The salary attached to these posts is $2,280
per year; the hon. member said that in his time it
was $40 a month. Whatever the salary is, it is 2
privilege to the internees; It is no privilege to wus.
When I give my views on this question of graduating
in Edinburgh or London and then coming to Bar-
bados to put in your internship, the hon. member
knows that what I am saying is correct. If the hon.
member’s son graduated in England I am sure he
would be willing say to let him put in his internship
in & big hospital in England. i

What I cannot understand is how in one breath
he says you have not got doctors, and still in Eng-
land they say that it is better to come to Barbados
for your internship. As I have said, a medical practi-
tioner has told me that what this means is that these
young practitioners would not get a chance to put
in their internship in a big hospital. I am sure that
Dr. Ward would have preferred to put in his intern-
ship in a hospital in London; not because it is Eng-
land, but because of the opportunity. In a coun-
try where they are 50 million people and where there
is opportunity to see a lot of cases, 2 man doing his
internship in a hospital in England even ag @n
ambulance attendant, would see more practical cases
long time here.

Because something may not affect one' of us per-
sonally it is no reason why we should not speak om
it; we are representatives of all classes and sections.
Whenever we see something pointing to raecial dis-
erimination, no matter how concealed or wrapped up
it may be, it ig our duty to express our view againkt
it. It is wrong to fool ourselves. While I am going
to vote for the Resolution because it is at present a
case of Hobson’s choice, T feel that the Minister
should certainly take thig matter up. It is no desire
of any young doetor to come here and do his intern
ghip; but in Iondon where you have hundreds of
hospitals he is told that he eannot get a chance; he
must come to Barbados where there is only one hos-
pital. Is there any difference between the body of 2
black man and the body of a white man from a medi-
cal point of view? Let me tell vou something: here
we pride ourselves on the fact of being British; does
th Hon. Minister know that in the U.S.A." to-day
unlike 26 or 30 years agbo when it was difficult for
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a coloured man to put in his internship anywhere
but in a coloured hospital, that 1t 13 1legal today to
prevent a coloured man from putting in his intern-
ship in any state hospital? 1t is illegal under the
Civil Bill of Rights. It is a matter for you if you
are siek in a hospital bed and do not want a colo
doctor to attend to you, There are 26 hundred beds
1n the State Hospital of New York and you must have
black, mulatto and all gorts of internees,

‘t'he British are folding it up and concealing it
2nd making you believe that you are doing someone
a kindness. They are telling you that it is better
for a doctor to put in his internship here if he is
going to practise here. In a big hospital you see
more and get more experience. Here it is true you
have a first class surgeon specialist, but what of the
physician specialist? In any case when a joung
man comes down here, what opportunities will he
have in the surgical theatre as against the opportuni-
ties he would have in a big hospital in England
where they are experienced surgeons and where he
can see more cases in one week than he will see here
in a whole year. The Minister knows that 1 am
right; and much as this case might appear to affect
only one individual, it hits at the root of the health
and population of this ecountry. 1 have talked with
the wise on this subject and therefore 1 can speak
on it. This case concerns Dr. Ward. Everyone
remembers Ward who did extremely well in secience
in the higher certificate and who did well at school
and at the University; but he must not be aliowed
.to do his internship in a Hospital where there are
white women and white men! -

I do not care who says that I am raising a qgues-
tion that I should not raise; I am very strong on
ihis matter. The British cannot tell me they are
going to give us Federation and independence and
all that, and then try to fool us by concealing racial
discrimination. We have a West Indian University
today; You have a Hospita] there, so put in your
internship there. Where is that human feeling on
the part of the British and that relationship as
trustees of the colonies, when they say that after a
kiack man has studied in their University he cannot
put in his internship in their hospitals? 1 say that
our members of Parliament and members of the Gov-

- ernment should not sit down and allow things like
these to go on without speaking against them. Tet
them open their mouths, although T know that some
of them will never do it.

16.40 p.m.

’ You should open your mouths. I do not want
to be personal. Which of you would like to send
your son to England to be a medical graduate under
these conditions? Would you like him to put in his
peried of internship in a place where segregation is
rampant? In all the big hospitals in America, if
‘you are as-black as the Ace of Spades so long as you
graduate at that hospital, you are allowed to put in
vour period of internship there. I feel that you
should take up this matter with the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, because you yourself know
dhat it is not right.

‘Experience makes a man a doctor; a graduate
may get through with) all his exammatlons, but more
ds meant to him by what he sees along with those
experiences of his in that year of internship, than
all the degrees he may have. He eannot get that ex-
perience unless he serves that year of internship, at
a big hospital. Dr. Ward has said it would be in-
finitely better if he were able to serve his year of in-
ternship at a big hospital. He said: ‘I have tried
and tried, but witbout success.’’ '
o P’aragraph' 3 of the Addendum reads as follows:—

The salary of a newly qualified intern in the
United Kingdom however has, from 1st April, 1954.
been revised to $2,040 per annum for the first post

(i.e. the first six months), and $2,280 per annum

for the second post (less $600 per annum for board
and lodging if provided). The British Medical As-
sociation has accordingly drawn attention to the
futility of advertising pre-registration posts at a
lower salary and has suggested that the local remun-
eration be brought into line with the rates mentioned
above — which have been more or less generally ac-
cepted by the other Colonies.

Of course, I Have no objection to your lettmg
me know where I stand; but I do not like you to
think that you are fooling me. You are not fooling
me! You are fooling those students who go up to
Fngland to become medical graduates. I am going
to vote for the Resolution but I am voting quite
grudgingly. T regret very much I was not here when
the Pre-registration Bill was passed; 1 would have
raised the question then. The Hon. Premier has
said time and time again that the views expressed
by members in this Chamber are taken to Govern-
nment House; I hope the Hon. Minister of Social
Services would take the view I have expressed on
this matter there also. As I look around the Table
I can see by the silence of honourable members that
they have acquiesced in the views which I have ex-
pressed. This matter has been worrying me for a
very long time, and 1 am glad for this opportunity
to express myself

Before I sit, I would like to ask the Hon. Min-
ister of Social Services if either Englishman, Irish-
man, or Scotsman has been sent here, or applied
to put in his period of internship here. 1 would
really like to be be enlightened on that matter. Do
not try to wish-wash this case and help the English
official; be like Caesar’s wife; that is, be above
suspicion when you are dealing with this matter. I
do not think the honourable member should say what
ke ‘did, and T hope he will reply to my statement.
10.50 p.m.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, the hon-
ourable member knows that when it comes to ques-
tions dealing with raecial matters that I would take
cbjection to any signs of prejudice just as he would.
I may not use the same method as other persons,
but when the occasion arises, I will express myself
sirongly. However, on this question I think the
honourable member is mistakened. As I have said»
Barbadians of all hues and from all sections of the
community have been studying medicine in the
United Kingdom for a very long time now; this
refers to internees, (that is, medical graduates from
the fourth year onwards.) The course is now six
vears instead of five, and in the fourth, fifth and
sixth years a medical student has to do elinical work,
and the patients he has to deal with in the majority
of cases are white people. At least 99% of the
patients which these medical graduates will see in a
hospital in the United Kingdom .are white. They
must do clinical work before they are allowed tc sit
their final examination there. )

If they do that when they are students what ob-
jection would they have to do it when they are
qualified? T know that Dr. Brown applied sometimé
last year, and I suppose that it was this same posi-
tion which prevented him from accepting the offer.

Te is still in a Hospital in the United Kingdom
[Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: After much diffeulty.] T
think that Dr. Graham is also in the United Kingdom ;
and I have a son who graduated in the United ng-
‘dom and after graduation, he spent three. vears in
doing midwifery and he never had any difficulties;
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he qualified in obstetrics and he is now in Trinidad.
Where the honourable member made his mistake is
i respect of those graduates who have returned this
Jyear; there is a quota for every Hospital and it is
not a position where 100 or 150 students can go in-
I have not spoken toDr. Ward in connection with
this matter, but from a conversation which I had
with his father before he came, I gathered that the
quotas were filled. I want to assure the honourable
member that as far as I know there is no question
of coloured doctors in the United Kingdom not being
allowed to attend to white patients; that position
never existed as far as I know, because I have had
conversations with people over some years and there
was no question of difficulty. I will repeat that in
my opinjon the honourable member is wrong and
there is no question of discrimination; as far as 1
know why Dr. Ward has come here is that the quotas
at the several Hospitals are filled, and there was no
opportunity other than coming down to the West
Indies.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Before the honourable
member sits down

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member can-
not speak again.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without divis-
ton.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I
propose that we adjourn at this stage.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable junior mem-
ber for St. Peter may proceed with his motion.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I do not
know if at this late hour I should proceed with this
matter; however, I wanted to move the adjournment
of the House for five minutes, (if that is the regular
motion) in order to discuss the Report of the enquiry
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into Social Security in Barbados by Professor
Richardson. My reason for doing so is this; this Re-
port was sent in by the writer in September, 1954,
it was laid in this Chamber on the 16th November,
1954 and three months have elapsed and the Gov-
ernment has not indicated if they would appoint a
Select Committee to go' into the matter; in fact noth-
g has been done in connection with this very im-
portant matter. The Message which accompanied
thiy Report was Message No, 27/54 and this Message
was presented to this Chamber, but no Committee
bas been set up communicating to us that the recom-
mendations contained in that Report are under con-
sideration by the Government. As I said, this is a
very important matter and it is a document which
should be studied by people who are interested in
this matter.

Hon. M. E. COX: I am sorry to interrupt the
tonourable member; but in view of the fact that it
is a bit late, I would appeal to him to postpone this
matter until next Tuesday. The position iz that we
might be left without a quorum, and this is a big
subject to be dealt with.

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the honourable member
accede to the request?

Mr. ¥. . WALCOTT: I have no objection,
sir; it is only a question ag to how the matter will be
dealt with on a subsequent oceasion.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member will
bhave permission to eontinue with this matter on a
special motion, .

Hon. Dr. H. G. H, CUMMINS: 1 beg to move,
Mr. Speaker, that this House do now adjourn until
this day week at 3 o’clock p.m.

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that.

The question that this House do now adjourn
uwntil this day week at 3 o’clock p.m. was put and
resolved in the affirmative without division and Mr.
SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly.
11.05 p.m. :
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THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION

195455

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

29nd February, 1955.

Pursuant to the adjournment the House of As-
sembly met at 3 o’clock p.m. to-day.

PRESENT

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HusBAnps (Speaker) ;
Hon. Dr. H. ¢. Cummins, C.B.E.,, M.D., C.M., (Mim-
ister of Social Services), His Honour Mr. A. E. S.
Lewis, (Deputy Speaker), Hon. M. E. Cox, (Minmster
of Communications, Works and Housing), Mr. F. L.
Warcorr, 0.B.E., Mr. F. C. Gopparp; (Leader of
Opposition), Mr. F. E. MLuer, Mr. V. B. VAugHAN,
and Hon. C. BE. Tauma (Minister of , Agriculture,
Lands and Fisheries).

Prayers were read.

Hon. G. H. Adams, Mrs. E. E. Bowrne, Mr.
Allder and My. Smith entered the House and took
thedr seals.

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to inform
the House that the Minutes of the last meeting are
not yet ready for confirmation.

DOCUMENTS LAID

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
thé House that I have received the Financial Report
of the Accountant General for the month ending 31st
January, 1955.

PAPERS LAID

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, on behalf
of His Excellency the Governor I am commanded to
lay the following:—

Message No. 3/1955 from His Excellency the
Governor to the Honourable the House of Assembly
presenting for the consideration of the Homnourable
House the draft Estimates of Revenue and Expen-
diture for the Financial year 1955—56.

MESSAGE NO. 3/1955.

His Excellency the Governor
To
The Honourable the House of Assembly

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to
preseat for the consideration of the Honourable
House of Assembly the draft Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure for the financial year 1955-56.

R. D. H. ARUNDELL,
Governor.
Government House,
Barbados.
'21st February, 1955.
(M.P.—1356 Vol. XV)

Statement showing Gross Customs and Excise
Receipts for the ten months ended 31st January.
1955. .

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, on behalf cf
His Excellency the Governor I am commanded to lay
the following :—

Statement of Post Office advances for payment
of Money Orders to 30th November, 1954.

REPLY TO QUESTION

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I beg to lay
tke Reply to question No. 8 regarding prices of local
Manufactured Fats. '

GOVERNMENT NOTICES
Government Notices were given as follows:—

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Resolution to place the
sum of $54,503 at the disposal of the Governor-in-
Executive Committee to supplement the Estimates
1954-55 Part I, Current, as shown in Supplementary
Estimate 1954-55 No. 42 which forms the Scheduls
to the Resolution.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Resolution to place the
sum of $36,444i at the disposal of the Governor-in-
Executive Committee to supplement the Estimnates
195455 Part I, Current, as shown in Supplementary
Estimate 1954-55 No- 43 which forms the Schzdule
to the Resolution.

Hon. ¢ H. ADAMS: Bill to amend the In-
come Tax Act, 1921. ’
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BILL READ A FIRST TIME

On motion of Hon. G. H. Adams seconded by
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS the Bill to amend the Injcome
Tax Act, 1921, was read @ first time,

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to
give notice of my intention to move the House into
Committee of Supply at its next meeting to deal
with the Resolutions of which mnotice has just been
given. 1 should also like to say to the House, (as can
be gathered from the Press statements recently) that
the United Kingdom and the West Indian Goveruv-
ments have agreed to hold a pre-Federation Confe.-
ence in Trinidad mainly with respect to Freedor:
of Movement Leginning on the 13th March and end.
ing 18th March next month. I am therefore giving
the House the warning that the two supplementary
Resolutions ought to be done before the considera.
tion of the Estimates; and that I shall ask the mem-
bers of the House in view of the obvious importanee
of Barbados at least giving the appearance to be as
anxious as anybody else to get Federation, that we
should consider the Annual Estimates in such a way
and over such a period, that those members of the
House who may be appointed to go to the Federation
Conference might be able to get away to go to Trini-
dad by the 13th March.

It is my intention to make the Budget Speech
efter the completion of the Supplementary Resolu-
tions at the next meeting of the House; and if any-
one wants to continue the debate on the Budget
Speech, he may do so. It is of supreme importance
that the Federation Conference should not take place
with us being absent. Quite a lot of correspondence
and cables are taking place arranging and dis-
arranging the dates.

I therefore hope hon. members will assist this
House in getting through the Estimates, in order that
the members of this House who might be chosen to
go to the Federation Conference might be able to get
to Trinidad before the 13th March.

3.25 p.m.

Hon. Dr. H. G- H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,—
I ask leave to postpone Orders Nos. 1 and 2 and to
take Order No. 3 as the first Order of the Day.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, while I am not
raising any objection to this leave being granted, I
will say that the Hon. Leader of the House should
pay some attention tol the fixing of the Order Paper.
Here is a Bill which is before a Select Committee
of this House and it is put down as Order No. 1,
when the Hon. Leader of the House knows that it
will not be ready to be dealt with today. This Bill
should be put down at the bottom of the Order Faper
until the report of the Select Committee has been
presented. Tt would save a lot of struggle if more
attention were paid to the fixing' of the Order Paper.

There being no objection, leave was granied to
take Order No. 3 as the first Order of the Day.

RESOLUTION TO LEASE LAND AT
HASTINGS ROCKS

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day
now stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries:— to move the
passing of a Resolution to approve the lease of land
at the Hastings Rocks to Mr. A. M. Taylor.

Hon. C. B. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, this Reso-
tution is one to approve of the proposed lease of
3.200 square feet of land at Hastings Rocks to Mr.
A. M. Taylor. lessee of the Hotel Royal. This
portion of land is situated at the southern end of
Hastings Rocks and it is proposed to lease it to Mr.

Taylor provided that the terms of this Resolution
are agreed to. Mr. Taylor is desirous of extending
the kitchen facilities of this Hotel. He made an
application to the Hastings Rocks Committee for the
lease of this land, and the Committee after careful
consideration submitted the following terms and con-
ditions to Mr. Taylor as set out in the Schedule.
The Schedule sets out these terms and conditions as
follows :—

(i) The land is to be used for the purpose of
extending the kitehen of the Hotel Royal
and that permission be granted the lessee
to build thereon for this purpose.

(i1) That the sum of $20.00 per month be paid
for the tenancy of the land.

(ii1) Any building erected thereon be removed
on giving one year’s notice to the tenant.

(iv) That the building thereon be erected in ac-
cordance with the specifications to be
approved by the Hastings Rocks Commit-
tee.

(v) That the building erected thereon should be
enclosed in order to prevent any means of
entrance and exit to and from the building
by way of the remaining lands of the Hast-
ings Rocks.

(vi) That the tenant will be reguired to meet
the bill of ensts in connection with the
lease.

Those are the terms and conditions which the
Hastings Rocks Committee submitted to Mr- Taylor,
and to which he eventually agreed. This land which
is known as the Hastings Rocks was acquired by
the Governor-in-Executive from the War Depart-
ment. Mr. Taylor as I have already said, has ae-
ccpted the terms and conditions of this proposed
lease and the Hastings Rocks Committee on the 4th
November, 1954, submitted an application for the
approval of the Governor-in-Executive Committee
and the Legislature. The Government has gone
into this question of leasing this land very carefully,
in that one time, it was proposed to erect_a sub-Post
Office at Hastings Rocks. As a matter of fact, an
Address was passed in this Chamber in 1947 to that
effect; and as the Government still intends to carry
cut its programme in connection with the erection
of this sub-Post Office, the southern end of the Has-

tings Rocks’ site has been inspected in order to see’

whether there is ample room not only for the Post
Office, but also to agree to accept Mr. Taylor’s offer.
That matter has been gone into very carefully and
the Government is satisfied that there is ample room
for both proposals: The extension will be in such
a way that there will be no means of access from
the Hote]l proper to Hastings Rocks.

Sir, the Addendum sets out every thing very
carefully and it explains the position fully. This
is what it says;— ‘“The Fxecutive Committee
(Amendment) Aect, 1951 gives effect to the lease or
sale of Government lands but the approval of the
Legislature iy essential; and for that reason we have
te come here for the terms and conditions of this
proposed lease to be approved of before the matter
can be dealt with. The Hastings Rocks Committee
considers that the rental of $20 a month is resson-
able; and the facilities of the Hastings Rocks will
not be interferred with, and the Committee is will-
ing to accede to Mr. Taylor’s request. I hardly tkLink
that there is anything more that I can add to this

matter, apart from the fact that Mr. Taylor being .

really the lessee of the Hastings Rocks. in the case
of his giving up his lease to some new hotel kaeper
teking over the power to assign his lease to the new
hotel keeper, will cover our position, provided of
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course that the econsent of the owner is not unreas-
onably withheld. That is the only legal point in
this matter- I beg to move that this Resolution do
new pass.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. GODDARD: This small piece of land at
the southern part of Hastings Rocks apart from
the fact that it is very little used, is being given by
way of rental to a form of business which we are
eneouraging in this island; at least I hope that that
is s0. Anyone who is famlha,r with the Hotel Loyal
will readlly realise that it is very eramped for room-
The Hotel is situated at the water’s edge and it is
bound on one side by the Hastings Rocks and by a
heuse on the other side. This is a very small area
of land and I congratulate the Government on get-
ting a’ very high rental for this small area of land.

.It will not inconvenience anyone who uses the
Hastings Rocks but it will be a great convenience to
the owners of Hotel Royal; and should therefore
result in an improvement in the service they now
give; and for that reason, I am in hearty agreement
with this Resolution. I agree with it because it
gives, or tends to give, assistance to an industry
which we are hoping to encourage, and which we in
Christ Church know the value of, because of the
rates we colleet in Christ. Church from those Hotels.
This Resolution has my blessing.

3.35 p.m-

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, I would like to add
one little word much in the samgq tone as that of the
honourable member who has just spoken. I think
the Minister should explain why the decision was
reached as to the charge of $20 a month rent for
this little nook. I believe that the House is in agree-
ment with the fact that the majority of the people in
this island are poor and are renters. I am wonder
ing if the Government is not creating a condition
which the Legislature of this colony will have to
fight at some subsequent date.

I am anxious to see this bit of land leased to ]

the individual, Mr. A. M. Taylor. As the Lieader of
the Opposition said, T do not know if the Govern-
ment will ever want to use this land, although I
was pleased to hear the Minister say that they were
thinking of putting a Post Office on the same plot.
I am wondering whether he will be willing to ex-
plain whether the price was fixed by the Hastings
Rocks Committee, who I believe should not have
had any word in fixing it, since the Governor-in-
Executive Committee will have to decide whether
they want to lease the land or not. I do not know
if this is ereating a precedent which you should not
create.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, the Government
in introdueing this Resolution, imtroduced it just
like an old woman, an old widow, whe has had a
house left to her from which she expects to get a
livelihood ; so she is going to rent out the house to
get a couple of shillings a week, and that’s that. The
Government is unlike an old widow; and the Hon.
Minister for Lands and Fisheries has only told us
that the Government is going to lease this land at
a rental of $20 a month; but we as members of the
Legislature should demand more than that. There
should be some definite reason given as to why the
Govirnment is committing itself to leasing its lands,
and whether the benefits aceruing from such rentals
would help the finances of the eolony, or whether
the services to be rendered would add to the benefits
of the colony. Nothing so has he said. It seems as
if the Government is of the opinion that its lands
and properties must be utilised and dispensed with

ir the interest of private enterprise; and that no
particular justification must be given other than to
say, that they are going to lease a bit of land or a
building or something else.

I am apprehensive about the possibility of our
laying too much strain on the encouragement . the
tourist industry. That it should be assisted and
facilitated T do agree; but that the Government
should bend over backwards and make sacrifices to.
assist private investors to lay down substantial Lotels
ete., T want the Government to be very careful in
that matter. We have been accustomed to seeing
IHastings Rocks and going there to hear music on
occasions. That area will be disfigured and reduced
in size as the result of this lease; it is wrong that
we should disfigure that place which was there for
so many years- The Hotel Royal Company has
sufficient means at their disposal to embark upon
any extensions they might want, and they need not
look to the northern; part of their hote]l for such
extensions. It is only because they have a Govern-
ment which they feel will be amenable to their sug.
gestions that they want this lease. The same way
they could go to the southern side of the Hotel and
build tennis Courts and still have room there, why
cculd they not have extended their kitchen accom-
n:odation there? Or why could they not have gone
and purchased adjoining property or properties? It
is because the Government has got a bit of land
which they acquired from the Admiralty many years
ago for the purpose of providing recreation, that they
are asking for this lease.

I want to say, Mr. Speaker, that 1f we are going
to lease Hotel Royal a part of this land, and if we
are going to build a Post Office there, we must re-
cuce the size of the area and at the same time reduce
the quality of the recreation which it now provides.
I say that because these buildings, finding their way
down to the Band Stand, must limit the space that
you have there now; and if the space is limited, you
must fail to get the amount of air which many
residents of the area have been going there to enjoy
for the past number of years. It is alright to say
that you will facilitate the tourist trade, but you
should not facilitate it in this manner The how.
junior member for St. George said the rental of $20
a month is a high rental; it is not a high rental, if
you take into gons1derat10n what hotel owners char
tourists for the same amount of square feet used in
housing them. This piece of land should mot be
leased. The Government some time ago ielt that a
small restaurant should be at Graves End beach; sev-
eral small people look forward to leasing a spot of
land from the Government there, so as to be able to
sell sandwiches and soft drinks to the public who
go to that beach, and also to find a means of empliy-
ment. Because Mr. A. E. Taylor had the means of
influencing the Government he got the leae; he put
up a structure there, which has been closed for over
two years now, and the Government say nothing.
If the Government felt that such a service was neccs-
sary at that Beach, it should have stiptlated that the
person who succeeded in getting the lease should give
continuous service. Mr. Taylor, howeve*, realising
that he mneed not WOITy with such a sr-all thinw,
closed it up; and it is there as a white eleyhant, nr
use to the public; and the accommodation that the
Government wanted there is not yet there.
2.45 p.m. -

That is the kind of business which you get car-
ried on and which does not meet the requirements
expected. I am saying Mr. Speaker, if small peo-
ple like the people who keep shops around Tudor
Street, Milk Market and Nelson Streets were enabled
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to get the lease, they might have found the means
to set up a building according to the requirements of
the Executive Committee, and if any such person
were given the lease and with the low overhead ex-
penses as Mr. Taylor has, he would be able to keep
on giving the public a service.

What I do want to emphasise is that not only
would the Government be actually reducing the
size of Hastings Rocks, but it will find itself com.
mitted to further expense; because, the area which
is proposed to 'be leased to Mr. Taylor uow.
has two buildings on it, and I am told it has also 2
latrine which is used by the staff of Hastings Rocks.
That would mean that the Government would have i
remove those buildings and find somewhere else oun
ihe Roeks to put them up; or it would have %o con-
struet another building for such new purposes 1m
some other area of the Rocks. 1 do not think that
the Government should be forced to spend money in
doing those things after giving Mr. Taylor the lease.

I also noticed that on evenings a lot of tourists,
clerks, nurses with small children and such people
who live in that area assemble on the Rocks. If the
hon. members of the Government want to promote
the tourist trade, certainly they should; not consider
allowing a kitchen to be erected on the south of
Hastings Rocks; because, the people who go there
might not like the smdll, and the smoke from the
kitchen as well as the noise of the pots and pans
and the various accumulations which one gets from
. a kitchen of that magnitude. How do we know that
the smoke from that kitchen would not go down to
the Band Stand and cause the people who go there
to either go lower down or not to go there anymore?
While you are trying to do one thing, you are creating
a problem as a result. As I have said, everybody
knows that the company which runs Hotel Royal is
able to afford its own facilities and it need not rely
on the Government for such assistance. KEveryone
who passes that way can see that the Hotel has some
land above it. Why don’t the owners use it up?
Again, this same Government has been embarrassea
by the same type of landowners over land which iF
wanted to use for public serviees. Not only do such
landowners refuse to lease the Government land
tor such purposes, but they refuse to sell the land
There is a case now in St. Thomas—the parist
which the Hon. Minister of Social Services represents.
It is about three years now that there has been 3
conflict between the Playing IFields Committee of
that parish, the Governor-in-Executive Committee
and the landowners; and up to now, although the
funds are there available for the construction of a
Community Centre and the laying out off b Playing
Field, the people in that parish have not been able to
get those amenities yet. The same problem arises in
St. John. The Hon. Minister of Agriculture, Lands &
Fisheries, I presume, is aware that although sites
have been selected by the housing authority, the land-
owners in that parish weuld not budge, and further
more, lands which have been lying fallow for iyears
(more than many of us were born) within a couple
of days after the visit of the housing authority to
that area, have been dug up stones taken out, the
grass cut and a couple of half dead cane holes opened

just to prevent the Government from carryving out

its social programme. Tt is this same Government
"which is treated in that way, who is ready to accom-
modate peonle who do not co-operate with it for some-
thing in the public’s interest. Tt is a fact that this
Government has to come to the House so as to use the
Compulsorv Acquisition Aet against those people tn
et any lard it wants: and when Government does
that 'Government has to pay them twice the value
for their property. TIf I were a member of the Exe-

&
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cutive Committee it would be on account of such
reasons that I would not sacrifice Hastings Rocks for
the purpose of allowing a kitchen: to be erected on it.
If the owners of the Hotel Royal had thought of put
ting a swimming pool, or lily pond, or something to
Leautify that area I might think twice of aliowing
them to do it, but not to put a kitchen there. I do
know that the owners of Hotel Royal have the tech-
nique and, the skill as well as the means, if they do
not want to aecquire additional property om the
south of the Hotel, to add amother storey to therr
building.

3.55 p.m.

The Hon. Minister for Agriculture, Lands and
Fisheries also said that the (overnment would be
getting $20 a month for it; I do not think I have
noticed the length of time that this land would be
leased to them; and there seems to be an anomaly in
this Resolution, because the rent must be paid on a
monthly basis and yet a year’s notice is to be given.

"1 do not presume to be a lawyer, but a year’s notice

has to be given for the removal of any such build-
ing. T have often heard that if one rents a bit of land
or a house weekly he is given a week’s notice or two
weeks notice of removal as the case may be, and
if he rents it by the month or quarter he is given
notice of removal to suit. I might be wrong; but I
hope the Hon- Minister will explain the matter if
and when he gets up again. However in the circam-
stances, and for the reasons which T have given, I
must in duty bound vote against this Resolution. Of
course it is said that so long as the Governor-in-
Executive Committee has reached an agreement on
anything, it must go through regardless of the con-
sequences; but it is a good government which if
errors are brought to its notice, will delay aetion in
the publie interest.

As I have said, after you have finished the
kitchen you would have to build a Post Office and
rrobably -you will have a Library attached to it; and
and all those things will cause that area to cease to
be what we all knew it to be. If you must reduce
the area, the only thing you should reduce it by,
vwould be to put a Post Office there. The erection of
a Post Office in the area would handsomely facili-
tate the tourist industry, because visitors to the
same hotel and others in the area, would make use
of the Post Office; but the area should not be
mixed up with a kitchen and a Post Office. There is
no use hoping that the Government will refrain irom
doing what they proposed to do; but I would like
the Minister who has something to do witah the
leasing of (Government property, to call upon Mr.
A. E. Taylor to provide the service at Graves FEnd
for which he was given a lease, orito ask him to ter-
minate that lease; because, there are dozens of small
shopkeepers and enterprising young men
women who would be proud of getting the opportu-
nity of having what can be considered as a monopoly
at Graves End beach in catering to the people who
visit there.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : T shall reply to the ques-
tions which have been raised by the honourable sen-
ior member for St. John. I would like at the out-
set, to set the honourable member’s mind at rest in-
scfar as thinking that facilities which are now
afforded not only to visitors but also to the local
public at Hastings Rocks will be affected in any way
whatever- In saying so, I should like to draw to his
attention the fact that none of us in this Chamber,
or-at least very few of us in this Chamber, would
have the interest of the Hastings Rocks more at heart
than the members of the Hastings Rocks Committee

and -

(N
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who have been there for a long time and who regard
it as a hobby of theirs. They regard it as something
sacrosanct for the amenities not only of the tourists
but also for the young children in the neighbour-
hood, and also the elderly folk who go there for the
rurpose of diversion; so that when the honourable
member makes the point that the Hastings Kocks
Committee of all people would be doing something
wrong to disfigure the Hastings Rocks, or to cease
the facilities at the Rocks as we know them, he need
bhave no fear about that at all. The Hastings Rocks
Committee have gone into this question on more than
one occasion, and their advisers have measured the
area and gone into the matter very ecarefully. This
matter has been under consideration for quite a long
time; and the question of disfiguring the Rocks does
not arise. There will be no nuisance cansed by the
kitchen. The honourable member must realise that
with the modern; means of cooking, there is no ques-
tion of any smoke being emitted from the kitchen.
I should like to ask thiy question; what is more logi-
cal than to ask for permission to lease this bit of
land along a little stretch? 'The building will not
czuse the removal of any tree or even the latrine
which is there; there is no expense to the Govern-
ment; and as far as the expense of the legal work
is concerned, the proposed lessee has agreed to
defray all the expenses.

4405 p.m.

The lease will be for one year. It is a yearly
tenaney; and owing to the nature of the lease and
the type of business that is carried on, although the
normal period for giving notice in such & lease is
only six months, we felt that in order to be fair and
reasonable in the circumstances of this particular
lease, the period of giving notice should be one year.
[t would mean that when the lease is signed, Mr.
Taylor would have a term of two years eertain at the
cutside; but after the expiration of the first twe
years, could be given notice to quit at the end of
any one year of the tenancy.

The question was raised by the honourable
junior member for St. George as to who settled this
rental value. It was settled by the Hastings Roeks
Committee comprised of experienced business men,
ene solicitor and people of good standing who know
values; and this rental was reasonable in their view.
This money will be paid into the Treasury and will
form part of Government rental.

As to the question raised about Graves End, 1
can only give the assurance that I will look into the
matter. I would like to inform: the honourable senior
member for* St. John that that concerned Mr. Tay-
lor senior, who is not the proposed lessee in this
case. If the honourable member were to see me or
write a letter dealing with the point raised, I would
by all means look into this question and see that
the facilities granted at Graves End beach are taken
full advantage of. It will be appreciated of course
that the economics of the matter will have to be gone
into. None of us is in a position to know the econom-
ics of that particular matter, or to know whether
the running of such a restaurant is possible.

Tt will also be appreciated that none of us can
suggest to a man how he should run his business.
I will however, bear in mind what the honourable
member said and see what can be done in that
respect. I will see whether Mr. Taylor can be encour-
eged to earry on the business or assign it to someone
else.

Mr. ALLDER: 1 would like to correet what
seems to be a mis-apiprehension as to what I said. I
know that no Government or Minister can suggest
tc a person how he should run his business, but in
this particular case there was a relationship existing

between the lessee and the Governor-in-Executive
Committee. The latter leased that land for certain pur-
poses which they expected to see carried out. But
all of the members of the Government have seen, or
cught to have seen that thig place was closed for
over two years, and that therefore the lessee has
failed to carry out the proposals which the Govern-
ment expected- It is a case where the Governinent
should suggest te him that be is expected to give
the service which the Government felt was needed
there.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : I will lock into the mat-
ter and see how the terms of that lease are worded,
and whether it is possible for the Government to take
any steps in that connection.

I can assure the members of this House that
tne Hastings Rocks Committee of all the comumittees
in this island, would do nothing to interfere with
the facilities of the Hastings Rocks. No member
reed have any; fear in that connection.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I am sorry that I
have to speak after the Hon. Minister ; but I thought
that he would have said something to the effect thai
something will be done if, after the hotel people have
put that kitchen there and the Government has put
up the Post Office, and it is found that the kitchen
creates a nuisance, something will be done to remedy
it. If you are going to put up a Post Office there it
will be practically impossible to tell at this stage
what the effects of having the kitchen there will be.
1 hope that if it is found necessary, the Post Office
v:ill be put on the other side of the road.

As a matter of fact, Mr. Speaker, I would agree
with the Post Office being put on the other side of
the road; even if you have to buy a property for
1t.

I would like to say in passing, that I do not like
the idea of asking a member of the House to write
a Minister about anything. If a question is raised
in here, the Minister should take notice of it and
deem 1t as being sufficient, or more than sufficient
iv itself to warrant him ma.king enquiries about it.
It is easy for the Minister to discover what is caus-
ing the inactivity in the place at Graves End where
the Government intended that there should be
activity.

The question that the Resolution do mow pass
was put and agreed to without division.

DEVELOPMENT LOAN BILL

Hon. Dy. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I am
asking for leave to take Order No. 9 as the next Order
of the Day.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is
asking leave to take Order No. 9 as the next Order
of the Day. If there is nd objection leave will be
granted the honourable member.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr: Speaker, I would
like to say that the Government seems to be hopping
ali over the Order Paper, just as they did last Tues-
day when 1 gave notice that I would like to discuss
a particular matter. I do not intend today to toler
ate that behaviour.

As far as Order No. 9 is concerned, I do not
think that members should be called upon to deal
with that to-day for two reasons. In the first place
it refers to items which have not. yet been printed,
such as the Housing Bill; and then honourable mem-
bers should have a chance to examine the Estimates
(which have only been laid today) before we can
deal intelligently with Order No. 9. I am objecting
te leave being granted on that ground, and on the
other ground that T raised.a question last week and
the Government hopped all about the Order Paper
just as they are doing today.




552 HOUSE

fpetme

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that leave be
granted the honourable member to take Order No.
9 as the next Order of the Day. Hon. Members in
favour will please say ‘‘Aye’’ and those against will
please say ‘‘No’’. I think the ‘‘Noes’” have it.

4.15 p.m.

On ¢ division being called for the question was
put and resolved in the affirmative the House divi-
ding as follows :—

Ayes: Mr., SMITH, Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Hon.
Dr. H. ¢. H. CUMMINS, Hon. M. E. COX, Hon.
C. E. TALMA and Mrs. BOURNE. (6)

Noss: Mr. A. BE. 8. LEWIS, Mr. F. 1. WAL-
COTT, Mr. TUDOR, Mr. ALLDER and Mr. GOD-
DARD (5).

Mr. SPEAKER: I declare the ayes have it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The next order of the day
now stands in the name of the Hon. Premier:
scecond reading of a Bill to authorise the raising of
a loan to meet the cost of development and for other
matters incidental thereto or connected therewith.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I am sorry
that I have not been able to put this Bill before
the House earlier. Sometimes one does get tired of
opposing for the sake of opposing. Everything by
way of Government’s proposals in the Five Year
Plan of which this is the fourth year for which this
Government proposed to get a loan to carry out,
is in this Bill. I need not say here that the Gov-
ernment’s plans for raising money by way of loans
have been before the House for years; this is no
new idea. All this Bill seeks to do, is to put on the
Statute Book something to enable the Government
to raise the necessary sums of money which it said
four years ago it intended to raise in order to carry
out the Five Year Plan of Development. All this
happens to be, is something to give authority for the
raising of loans which are likely to be raised in
crder to continue with the plans of the Govern-
ment. If honourable members have read the Objeciz
and Reasons they would see that there is nothing
in here which is new. I will read the Objects and
Reasons :—

This Bill, which is in the usua]l form taken by
Local Loan Acts, seeks to enable the Government
to raise by the issue of debentures s sum not ex-
ceeding $6,720,000 and fixed the maximum rate of
interest to be paid on that loan. Subject to the power
of the Legislature to vary the Schedule, the purposes
for which the sum loaned would be used are those
contained in the Schedule,

Towards the cost of the Deep Water Harbouv
it is proposed to miake available a sum of about
$1,920,000. The figure of $2,338,000 for housing wil'
be required to meet the sums of $200,000 for Civil
Servants Housing and $120,000 for the Self Help
Housing Scheme appearing in the capital estimates
for 1954—55 under the Head ‘‘Local Funds,’ and
the further sums of $300,000 are required for the
plan for Civil Servants Housing and $1,718,000 for
the Government’s expanded programme of -housing
development over the next five years. It is proposed
to make available to the Development. Board
$1,000,000 during the five-year period. = Of this
amount one quarter appears in the 1954—55 capital
estimates, Plans for the further improvement of
water supplies mainly by the provision of additional
mains and standposts require approximately
$831,000, and the further development of Seawell
Airport a sum of about $523,000. The balance of
$108,000 will, it is expected, be required for various
other schemes.

Let me say that this part of the housing pro-
gramme depended on the new housing authority
1o be set up; when I say depended on the new housing

authority, I mean that that is the instrument, L
can well understand those honourable members who
have only now come into the House asking certain
questions on that, but the old members know of the
laborious debates which we have had on town and
country planning which is the modern authority for
the giving of the loans to housing; it is the authority
whiech have met the favour of the Legidlatures in
Great Britain and even Trinidad and the other
colonies. We have established the Housing Board
to give the authority to use loan funds, for erect.
ing houses in the island as a whole. I do not think
I can explain any more on that.

I repeat that this is an ordinary local Loan
Act to give authority to the Government to raise
from time to time, on occasions which are more
suitable in the money markets, such sums of money
which are necessary to further our plans of develop-
ment during the finishing of the first five year
period and duripg the next five year period. The
only thing on which honourable members might need.
a bit more information is Miscellaneous. That item
ineludes such things as Mental Hospital Farm and
loans for Higher Education and so on. I do not think
1 can say more; if honourable members ask for speci-
fie matters and it is possible for me to angwer the
questions, I will do so. I cannot say that we are deter-
mined to build a house 24 x 14, should such a ques-
tion as the type of houses we want to build be ashed.
I will not be able to answer details to questions
like that, but anything I can answer in respect of
those matters I will do so.

As honourable members will see, it is proposed to
raise as much money as possible locally before going
to the London money-lenders; because, it is essen-
tial that the people of Barbados show that they are
in favour of the Deep Water Harbour by putting
their dollars into it, and that the Government is
also willing to put current revenue in it, before
Government will go to the London market.

As can be seen by this Bill, this Government
believes that we can raise $6,500,000 over the next
five years; and it is for that reason we have fixed
that figure; the breakdown is according to that
figure.

Obviously, it is undesirable to wait for the fifth or
sixth year to raise this loan. Obviously, it is better
that we be given the authority now; therefore, the
Government has come down now and has asked for
the passing of the Aect to authorise the raising of
this loan from time to time during the next five or
six years as the Development Plan proceeds, and at
the opportunity that suits Barbados best to raise
the loan according to the market conditions.

Mr. Speaker, I do not think I ean make the posi-
tion clearer. These are no overwhelming powers put
into the hands of the (Government. It is necessary
to proceed on the strength of this Act to raise the
loan from time to time. I therefore, beg to move
tkat this Bill be read a second time.

4235 p.m.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.

Mr. Crawford entered the House and took; his
seat.

Mr. F. 1. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, when one
is mot willing to skim over the work of the Legis-
lature in order to accommodate a nonsensical argu-
ment, you will hear such as what the honourable
member has said; and you will hear things which
they cannot justify. There is nothing in the Five
Year Plan to show anything as to any amount ir
respect of the Deep Water Harbour. The honourabl:
member must remember that he is not talking to
a erowd of people under a Sandbox tree, but to &

e
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parliament ; where has he ever debated the advances
that this Government is undertaking for the bujld-
ing of the Deep Water Harbour? In what Five
Year Plan—

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I must interrupt the
honourakle member. I made it pretty clear that
there are many things in the Five Year Plan which
kave mot been finished, and there are other things

.coming under the second Five Year Plan.

Mr. ¥. I» WALCOTT: We hear that wnow.
You have a measure here asking for permission
‘to raise money by way of loan. What we are asking

. is about the money reiating to the sublects with

which you are now dealing, so that you can discuss
them., Now you hear that there is a second Five
Year Plan that we have to proceed with; and we
Year Plan is a C.D. & W
Plan; and the idea is that the parliament has {.
accommodate you with anything which you think
is something we might be willing to accept. This
is something which is reverting to Mussolini sitting

Jdn the Fascist Grand Council; that state of affairs

will come back again. We have fought for som--

-things and we have cherished things in the British

way of life- Parliament and democracy should mean
what they mean. I challenge the Hon. Premier as

o whether he has ever debated the question of the

construction of the Deep Water Harbour in respect
of this loan which he wants people in Britain to

-see that we are willing to have, or that it is easier

to get thig harbour by floating this loan here, I want
to say that you have not got to float a loan here to
let the people in Great Britain see that you are
proceeding with the erection of a Deep Water Har-
bour. This is an indication to make ug believe that

you will not get a loan for the construction of this

Deep Water Harbour in London unless you float
a loan in Barbados. When you hear today for the
first time on the floor of this Hous: the Leader of
the Government telling you that there is a second
Five Year Plan which the Government is contem-
plating bringing down, and before you know whst is
in the second Five Year Plan on which the taxation
you have imposed, then you have not reached the

-end of the journey if you are now telling us thet

you are having a second Five Year Plan based on
Colonial Development and Welfare. What are you
talking about? Every unit in the Colonial territory
has a second Five Year Plan because the Five Year
Plan passed in England was not passed for Barbados
alone, but for the whole Colonial Empire. There are
those who make the British people recognise that we
are not just Colonials. Here you used the put
or the Estimates the word Colonial because Colon-
ial means a lot to some people. Now you pu* the
Barbadian Estimates; there are certain people who
do not likd to make things inconvenient for the Rrit-
ish people. We feel that you should have approva: for
zll these matters- T am not saying that we are not
agreeing to this loan; but what I want you to knew is
‘this ; before T agree to something, I must see the right
-of what T am agreeing to. You do not want to reach
-anything because the past is there for vou to reach: T
say that there are other matters which have not yet
been discussed in respect of this proposal, and I have
selected the Deep Water Harbour.

The Government has set up an a&d hoc Commit-
tee to deal with certain details in connection with
the Deep Water Harbour, in connection with Bulk
Importation, and things of that natur.. The Hon.
Minister of Housing before we left here for the sum-
mer vacation, put forward one of his handouts in
the nature of the policy for housing, and the Hon.
“Minister in defence of that policy for housing, mad»

certain basic changes; and this branch of Legislature
passed an Address about the change in housing, aud
we see that there is going to be an extended Housing
Programme. We do not know to what extent this-
extended Housing Programme will go, and; to what
extent this Bill will deal with housing; but the
Minister was quite satisfied in saying that the Leg-
islature passed an Address to the Government asking
the Government to allocate funds to deal with houses.
The Labour Welfare Fund was established, for the
use of people in the Sugar Industry ; they eannot say
that the people in the island are satisfied with tak-
jng money from the Labour Welfare Fund and not
using it for the benefit of people in the Sugar
Industry; but they will wake up to the matter some
day.

4.35 p.m.

Does the Government expect that hon. members
must accept whatever comes before them without
Leing given an opportunity of seeing what this new
Bill says? Do you know how many Addresses have
been passed in this House of Assembly? No Govern.
ment is bound to accept an Address that is passed
here. When I first came to this Chamber an Ad-
dress was passed asking the Government to buy
Maynard’s land in St. Peter; that land has not yet
been bought. The hon. member on the right of the
Premier is always accommodating the Government.
Why does he not remind them about this Address
asking for telephones at Bathsheba? Every Addres:
passed here is mot bound to become the policy of
the Government; if that were so, any Government
weuld find itself in a pretty mess. The Government
cannot commit itself to every Address passed by the
House, because the Government is responsible for the
expenditure of public funds and should know whether
or not it can do what it is asked to do, and at the
tima it is asked to do it.

If you look at the wording of the Objects anc
Reasons of this Bill, you will see that it says that
further sums of $300,000 are required for the Plan
for Civil Servants’ housing and $1,718,000 for the
Government’s expanded programme of Housing De-
velopment over the next five years. I would like
to know what is meant by ‘‘over the next 5 years.”’
The Five Year Plan that we are talking about was
hased on the taxation. The policy spoken about
when the Five Year Plan came down, was to make
a plan of development and taxation for five vears.
If you are going to plan for another five years. by
all means say to what extent your original plan has
been amended or modified; and therefore in the
light of those circumstances, this is what you pro-
pose.

This is the second Loan Bill that has come here
within the five year period. The hon. member saict
that there was no need to question this because it
is something that we already know about; but he
was quick to correct himself and say that he had
said something about a second five years. If you
go on you will soon talk about a third five years.

The Government wants to deal with this measure
now, but the Government must realise that Parliz-
ment wust be treated as Parliament; and that it is
a privilege of every member to be accommodated
with the fullest information at the Government’s
disposal, and with all the knowledge of related mat-
ters. T feel that we should have some information
of that kind before we discuss this Bill.

Moreover, it is on the eve of the Estimates; but
unless we are prepared to accommodate the wishes
of certain individuals we are committing sacrilege.
If a member of the Government Mr. Speaker, wants
to go somewhere tomorrow everything must be done
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so that he can go tomorrow. If a member wunts
to go to Trinidad to attend a Conference it is not
a matter of telling the Colonial Office that it is not
suitable to the Barbados Government to hold Federa-
tion on the 13th March; but if it suits Lord Idoyd
to come out mow because he wants to return to the
House of Commeons at a certain time, we must accom-
modate the Colonial Office. I see that Mr. Manley
did not go to a Conference; and Mr. Bustamante did
not go to London beeause he was fighting an election
in Jamaiea.

However, Mr. Speaker, what I protest against
is the idea that we must do our business to accommeo-
date people. There is a Bill before us dealing with
Housing; the hon. member is going to tell us about
the Town and Country Planning Bill. That was
introduced here since 1945, ten years ago. It wem
to the Other Place and it never saw the light of day.
Sir John Maude came here and said that that Bill
needed amending. We want to see what it is thau
the two Ministers now propose to deal with, becaus:
this has some relation to it.

‘We are not the type of people who messed up
the Government; it was the British that mashed
them up in connection with the Gulf Oil Company
and the British Union Oil Company. We have neve
done that. We want to see local people who have
money contribute to local things; but that does not
give anyone the privilege of saying that we should
not discuss intelligently anything that we have to
deal with. In dealing with this Bill why cannor
we be accommodated without insults from anyone?
That is what we have been subjected to before. There
is no member of this Chamber (apart from membex.
of the Government) who have not been insulted,
especially by the Premier everytime that he opens
his mouth; the Premier glories in that. He fees
that he is the one to insult other people at will.

What I ask about, is the Bill which the Minister
of Communications put before this House about
four weeks ago; we have not seen it yet.

This Bill deals with the sum of $1,718,000 for
the next five years, which means that it goes fur-
ther than the original Five Year Plan; because if
this is dealing with something in 1955 and it deals
with the next five years, it deals with an expanded
plan which will be up to 1960. Those of us who
spend some time dealing with our legislative busi-
ness, remember what the Five Year Plan said; and
there is no reason why we should not insist on know-
ing what is our expanded programme. Even with
regard to the Estimates how can we intelligently
diseuss this Bill in the light of the Estimates wita-
cut having had a chance to examine them properly?
4.45 p.m.

There are going to be new things which will be
asked for under this loan. There can be this irrita-
tion where, when you are in Parliament and you are
discussing important things which are, the result of
matters like this, that you are prevented from dis-
cussing them. As it seems to me we are graduallr
reaching the stage when the idea of parliament has
no meaning to us; it seems to me that we can do away
with the House of Assembly and let the Executive
Committee run the colony. What T insist on is, that
anything which affects the Government everyone is
entitled to debate it. Yom have come to this stage o*
the year with this Bill; T feel this Bill could Lave
been discussed better with the Annual Estimates
which you have now put before us today and with
the information which you have now put at our dis,
posal. I may say that we do not even get the oppor-
tunity of discussing the Annual Estimates proporiy
T am looking forward te the day when the An-
nual Fstimates will be introduced and you are

asked to discuss them on that day. You are going
to hear that you must discuss them on that day be-
cause somebody is going to leave the island. Honour-
able members should know the idea for this rush; it
is because we want to accommodate the people who
are going to the Federation Conference; but if we can
well understand the need for this rush, we want
those people to accommodate us with decency and
courtesy and with the information that should be
given us. ..

Mr. BARROW and Mr. BRYAN entered the
House and took thewr seats while Mr. F. L. WALCOTT
was speaking.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I have heard
from the previous speaker that we will have a fur-
ther opportunity to discuss the items for which this
loan ig asked, but I think a fuller explanation of the
various heads for which this loan is required should
have been given by the Introducer. It has been stated
that we will have opportunity at another time to dis-
cuss these Heads. '

Hon. G. H.'ADAMS: How can the honourable
member think that one half cent can be spent under
any of these Heads until this House so decides?

Mr. GODDARD: That is what I said. T said
we will have another opportunity; but that is not
sufficient reason why we should not have been given:
more time and more explanation on the various Heads
for which this loan is asked.

It has been stated that there is not a single head
of the Bill which we do not know ; I will state one; it
is the Head—Seawell Airport for which a sum of
$523,000 has been set out. I do not know for what

" this sum is required. Two meetings ago someone

referred to the extension of the building there; I
think it was the Hon. Premier who did make somec
reference to it; he said that they had plans for it ;
but we of this House have not seen those plans. I do
not know whether this money is required for a build-
ing or for the runway, and I am sure that other
honourable members of this House outside the Gov-
ernment know very little about it.

Set down is $1,000,000 to be made available to
the Development Board. Well, that amount is in the
Flive Year Plan; in the present Hstimates 1954-55 is
a sum of $250,000 earmarked for that, purpose. Fur-
ther to that point, the Development Board has not
vet been appointed. T do think that the Hon. Fre-
mier should have enlightened us on what is holding
up the appointment of members to that Board. He
should tell us whether they cannot find suitable per-
sonnel to appoint to that Board, because that is very
important. If we talk about industrialisation we do
need somebody to give us some idea and also those
people from outside who are willing to invest their
money here, as to what is required. We are now
being asked to provide this Government with the
authority to raise $1,000,000 by way of a loan to be
put at the disposal of a Development Board, and
yet the $250,000 which we voted for that purpose in
the present Estimates has not been spent.

With respeet to the construction of the Deep
Water Harbour we know that it will cost $20,000,000
and more. The Report on it suggested a means of
financing that; but that is only an indication of how
it might be done. I am quite sure that the Govern-
ment has more information on these matters than
what it has given. The Hon. Premier has said that
we should let the people in England know that we
are in favour of it by our subseribing to the loan;
I will say that members of this House and the Upper
House have already said that this Harbour is neces-
sary and the people want it; so therefore there is no
need for us to show the people in England that we

d
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need it by our subscribing first to the loan. The
amount of $831,000 is set down for Water Supplies.
Of course that amount is required for extensions
during the next Five Year Plan. We have just fin-
ished the third year and we have two more years to
go; yet we are told this afternoon we are to give
authority to raise a loan for funds, some of which
seems to be required for the second Five Year Plan;
that is how 1 take what tlie Hon. Premier said, and
I am sure other honourable members understand it
that way. We are giving the Government authority
to raise these things when it thinks fit to raise them.
We have been asked to give the Government plenty
of time in advance to do this thing.

According to the Bill $108,000 is required for
various other schemes. These other schemes I have
heard nothing of; I have not heard even an inkling
of what they might be. I am sure Government has
some cut-and-dried plan, because they have set out
here $1,718,000 for the Government expanded pro-
gramme of housing development over the next five
years. That must be a big scheme; and as I take it,
it will extend into the second Five Year Plan. I am
sure all of that must have been worked out already:
I am sure the number of houses which are proposed
to be built, the type of house, and all of that must
have been worked out already; therefore, we should
have been given the opportunity of knowing some-
thing more of the Government’s plan before we give
them the authority to raise these funds. Like as the
honourable member who has just sat said, in this
House we have not been given the slightest idea of
what is to take place; I really do feel that more in-
formation should have been given at this stage. I
regret that more information was not given us at this
stage. What we will object to is, that in time to
vome when we happen to debate any of these matters
they are going to say that we gave them the authori-
ty to raise this money for these things, and yet they
are now debating it the second time.

4.55 p.m. ..

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I am rather sur-
prised that the persons who advised the Governmens:
on matters of this kind should have the temerity to
g0 flagrantly depart from the provisions of the Five
Year Plan within a lapse of so short a period of
time; it leaves me almost speechless, However that
will not prevent me from making my observations

~on what I consider to be inconsistencies in the Five

Year Plan, into which we were inveigled, and cajoled,
and induced by promises which at the time of making
them, the makers had no intention of keeping. Fromy
time to time since the Five Year Plan was intro-
duced into this Chamber, T have pointed out to the
members of the Government that one of the basic
principles which was introduced at the time the Plan
was put forward by them was that, for the first time,
we would be able to make a concrete plan in advance
so that the Government and the people of Barbados
and the taxpayers would know exactly where they
stood. That has never been in dispute; again I must
remind hon. members that from time to time I have
reiterated that that might very well have been so,
but T always considered the Five Year Plan a con-
glomeration of Five Year’s Estimates. One would
normally expect some trivial departures as to the
question of amounts; we would not normally expect
major departures from principle and the complete
eontradictions in terms and in substance of the pro-
posals which were then put forward with so much
beating of the drum and waving of the flag as at
the time when the Five Year Plan itself .was intro-
duced. Al of this would only lead one jrresistsblv
to the conclusion that on the eve of the departure

of one of the lamented members of the Civil Service
of this eolony, the Plan was (as so many suspected)
reauy a matier of window dressing rather than a seri-
ous attempt to solve the economic problems of this,
isiand. ‘What I bave just said I have said many .
times before. I would be completely lacking in my.
sense of duty if I did not ask for an explanation:
at this stage of one or two items on the bill which
is before this House. Within the last four weeks
(without casting any refleection on anybody) I had
cause to point out that the sum of $200,000 was voted.
fwo years successively) for Civil Service Housing
Loafnis and up fo now nothing has been done in the
matter. I would like to point out to members of
this House that it specifically stated in the Memo-
randum on the Five Year Plan that Civil Service
Loans were outside the scope of the Plan; because
loans for Civil Servants, and loans for agriculturai
workers had already been provided for. I am not in
the habit of making statements without the authority
of backing them up; and so I would like with your
permission to quote from page 2, of the Barbados
Five Year Plan of Development, and Taxation, ‘‘A
brief summary of the Proposals.”” This summary
appears in paragraph 11 of the Plan, and is sub-
headed l(A?’, “B,” ‘lC\,)? {‘D”, “E,, ((F,’) “G}”
“H,”” “I’’ and ‘“J.”” Without boring members of the
House with the details of the previous summaries
which are there for everyone to read, I would go to
No. 8 in the summary of the proposals. It says:
‘““Housing loans to be made available for workers
other than Civil Survants and sugar workers who
sre presently covered-’’ In other words, Sugar Work-
ers and Civil Servants were already outside the scope
of the Five Year Plan for the simple reason that the
House was given an undertaking that they were al-
ready covered. That is borne out by the Estimates
for 1953—54 and 1954—55, where the allocation of
$200,000 was made for this purpose.

The argument which may be used now is either
that there has been a misprint and that that was
never intended, or that (Civil Servants do not work
and they are not workers, and some other abstruse
reason to which this House is frequently treated
much to its dismay. To me the language is bothy
clear and umequivocal that part of this loan of
$6,720,000 is to be used, and $200,000 is for the pur-
pose of Civil Servants’ loans. In the preamble to
this Bill, it says that the figure of $2,338,000 folr
Housing will be required to meet the sums of
$200,000 for Civil Servants Housing, and $120,000
for the Self Help Housing Scheme appearing in the
Capital Estimates for 1954 — 55, under the Head
“YTiocal Funds.”” In other words, these amounts
were voted not under prospective Loan Funds, but
under a different Head altogether. In actual flact
the vote for two years was unexpended. This is
really inflation. I challenge any member of the
Government to get up and say that one penny of
this money has ever been spent for the purpose of
Civil Servants Housing . If the money were not
spent for Civil Servants Housing, I would like to
say this: it must either be in the Treasury or it must
have been spent for some other purpose.

5.05 p.m.

If the first assumption is correct, there iz nlo
need to puff out or to inflate this loan (when our}
interest charges are already so heavy) to put in some-
thing which we already have in our possession. If
+he answer is that the $200,000 was spent for some
other purpose, one can only come to the conclusion
that like so many other charges, this has also been
mis-spent and spent illegally.
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(Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, Mr. Deputy
Speaker took the Chair.) , )

There are only two alternatives which would
eonfront the logic of any member of this House.
What is the purpose of having all these things? What
is the point of the House voting money from year
to year? Why should it be put under local funds
if now, for the first time, the House is going to be
informed that an additional $200,000 will have to be
raised for Civil Servants’ Housing under the loans
anticipated at the time of the Five Year Plan?

At the time of the Five Year Plan we were
asked to support the idea of raising a loan of
$6,000,000. The Deep Water Harbour was no paré
of the considerations which were urged upon the
House at the time that we were asked to accept the
prineiple of raisimg that loan. On page 2 of the
same Memorandum, Paragraph 12, it was said that
the Government approves in principle the establish-
ment of a Deep Water Harbour, but considers it
essential that it shiould be self-supporting; it is in-
tended to set up a Committee to report on its imple-
mentation, due regard being given to savings in the
present costs, and the levying of a basic port chargs
not exceeding 2% on all imports and exports.

Paragraph 13 under the same Heading says,
and I continue to quote, ‘‘The Domestic Sugar
Agreement provided that if the Government decides
¢n the implementation of the scheme, a cess of $2-00
per ton would be payable from and in the year in
which such desision was taken (and during the sub-
sequent term of the Agreement), provided that the

Government shall give adequate notice of the imple-

mentation of a Harbour Fund Scheme.’’

My views on that part of it are well known. But
what is remarkable is, that a sum which by now
would have doubled the sum of one and a half
million dollars, has been left in the hand of the
Government to acerue to the producers, and the
taxpayers ‘are being asked to show their faith now
in the Deep Water Harbour Scheme, by paying an
interest on this loan of two hundred and three quar-
ter dollars, while the Sugar Producers Association
who guarantee to give the Government $300,000 a
year on the average, are mot being asked to make
any sacrifice.

Not one cent has been collected from the Sugar
Producers on that score. These are questions of fact
which cannot be refuted. All the Government had
to do was this: we have decided to build a Deep
Water Harbour; that should have been done from
the time of the Agreement some four years ago; if
subsequently they changed their minds, obviously as
. matter of morality the money should have been
given back to the Sugar Producers’ Association. But
there was no harm, since the Stugar Producers’ Asso-
ciation, had volunteered to give the money, to say,
¢ Alright we are going to build it;’’ since there was
a provision that in case they decided to abandon the
idea, the Sugar Producers’ Association would get
back the mouney. ‘ .

"This is the eleventh time I have said that; and
everytime that 1 hlave said it, it has been left out of
the newspapers and left out of the Debates of this
Chamber.
reporter can get down what I say. -
;. Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: T think that: the
hon. member is making a rather serious charge. I
would like to inform him that it is for him to see
that he hlas redress in the form of having an error
icorrected in the report of the Debates. '

. Mr. BARROW : 1 entirely agree with you Mr.
Deputy Speaker. T am only drawing to the atten-

I am speaking slowly now, so that the

tion of the House what I have said before and what
members are well aware exists already. I have never
been able to follow the logic in the behaviour of
the Government on this particular score. I have
said so on many-oeessions. I have not waited until
now to say it; I havelgajd. it three years ago; and 1
have said it several tim#g since the Five Year Plan.
Why did not the Government make the decision.

It seems to me, that the Government did not at
the time have the confidence in the Deep Water
Harbour project that they are now inviting the tax-
payers to have; that is a charitable explanation. If
they did have the confidence, why did they not make
the decision and collect the money from the Sugar
Producers Association? Did the Sugar Producers
Association think better of their offer after it was
made? There is no indication that this is so. If
yvou have an agreement you presume that that
Agreement can only arise out of a free and volun-
tary offer. There is no evidence available to the
public that the Sugar Producers Association had a
gun held to their heads and that they were foreed
into aceepting the provision of making a cess of $2
a ton to the Deep Water Harbour. If that is so,
it is high time that people in Barbados know what
the attitude of the Sugar Producers Association was
towards the Deep Water Harbour at the time they
made the Agreement. We have never been given
any indication that they were recaleitrant on this
score; if they were, it makes it worse, because, hav-
ing made an agreement, they are not the people who
doubled back on it, but the Government having no
ambition to do anything about it, absolved the
Sugar Producers Association from having to make
this contribution. I wish that some of the taxpayers’
of this island could be absolved from the liability
of paying Income Tax in this way, by the Govern-
ment deciding not to collect it.

5.15 p-m.

It is the same thing morally ; and mark you Mr.
Deputy Speaker, this is what you get after a care-
ful investigation by the gentleman who happened
to be in Barbados at that time, and who came to the
conclusion that the Sugar Producers could afford
to pay this money. When I said that the Sugar
Producers voluntarily agreed to pay this money,
I did not mean that they rang up the Government
and said, “How do you like $2 a ton from us, and
on al] the sngar that we produce.’’ I mean to say that
it was a voluntary act with the rider added, ‘“When
the Government decided to build the Deep Water
Harbour.” .

Let us go back to the Bill before the House. .
Towards the cost of the Deep Water Harbour, it is
proposed to make available the sum of $1,920,000,
a sum which we would have already collected if the
Government had the courage of its eonvictions and
if it had only made the decision to build the harbour
even if it were rescinded by the Government. So,
Mr. Speaker, you can see that right at the start,
there are the two items which involve substantial
departures from the expressed dicto of the Govern-
ment in the Memorandum itself.

Now, when it comes to the $1,000,000 for the
Development Board, I think it is perfectly clear that.
the Government said that it was going to establish
that Board, and to the best of my recollection, the
capital was approximately $1,000,000. But there
again, one would have to ask oneself whether the’
Government is serious with the matter of develop-

‘ment when after a lapse of time the Board has

not yet been set up. The functions of the Board
have been clearly delineated. In the Five Year
Plan it is stated that development should come first;
yet we are getting éxpenditure on various projects
which were not put in-the Five Year Plan, nor
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which were specifically outlined, nor which were on
the borderline between the legitimate and the illegi-
timate plans prior to the carrying out of which this
House has not been consulted. One can only come
to the conclusion that the Government or its ad-
visers, does not know how to begin on that Plan.
We are nearing the end of the five year period and
this Board has not yet been set up. It is like put-
ting the cart before the horse; because, a Develop-
ment Board and a Deep Water Harbour which is
on the distant horizon, are two projects which
should be the springboards of development for this
country. I have said so before; I have said nothing
now which is unknown to this House.

I also observed at the consideration of the Five
Year Plan that it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to build one house per month for five years;
that was the observation of this Government in a
place with overerowded conditions like the City of
Bridgetown and the island of Barbados. Now that
the day of reckoning is close at hand, we find addi-
tional charges, not only of additional -expenditure,
being imposed on the public in order to carry out
the hurried and ill-considered schemes in time to
meet the elections for next year. What is the use
of making estimates for a Five-Year Plan, if tfo-
wards the end of the period you are going to ask
us for money to plan a housing scheme which was
not principally part of your plan? Is it, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, that the need for housing has only arisen
within the past eighteen months or close to the in-
ception of Ministerial Status? Or, is it that the
suffering masses of this island have become so inured
to their conditions of squalour and overcrowding,
that it is only now that their eries have been heard
by the five ministers of the Government. Has there
been some sudden visitation from Providence, which
has designated the number of housing units which
should be available to the population especially in
the metropolitan areas, or has it been the result of
the sudden discovery that the birthrate of our popu-
laion has inereased phenomenally over the past few
years? Those are questions which one must put to
oneself to answer.

5.25 p.m.

1 have already stated that the principle which
should underlie every financial proposal put for-
ward by the Government should be the principle of
alternatives; not only alternatives in the sense of
the term, but social alternatives apart from the
economic alternatives. That particular well-known
observation of mine was confirmed by the remarks
of the present Minister of Agriculthre in his remarks
on the Five Year Plan, that certain monies spent
in a certain direction eould very well have been spent
in ameliosating the rather shocking conditions un-
der which some of the unfortunate people of this
1sland have to live; so that at least one member of
the Government was aware of the problem at that
time. The Hon. Minister of Communications as
in most other matters, seems to be conpletely oblivi-
ous as to the state of affairs which he now seeks
to remedy. o .

. Now Mr. Deputy Speaker, we come to what I
call our hardy perennial, Seawell Airport. I re-
member that one of the very first speeches I made
in this House was on the subject of the frequency
with which the House was askéd to vote substantial

sums of money not merely towards the maintenance
‘but towards the extension, improveiient and re-

novation of an Airport whieh certainly is not as
old as any member of this House. --I:well' remember

that it was on .that rather inauspicious beccasion

Wwhen I was mnew .to this House, having had gomé
2ight years’ association with Airports and matters
belonging thereto, I made certain observations about

Trans Canada Airlines, and about the bearance of
particular parts of the runway, and about the weight
of Aireraft, and warned the House that we were
going to be asked at some time within the next few
years for a substantial amount of money. My wor-
thy colleague on that occasion, (I would like him
to go home and read the Debates) said that the
weight of the aircraft landing on the first stage
of the runway had nothing to do with it. Now
the Chairman of B.O.A.C. made a speech last week,
(a speech which I would like honourable members
to read) which carried the proceedings to a level
which they had not attained prior to his rising to
his feet; and he invited the Government to improve
the runway for use by Turbo-Jets and I know that
T. C. A. will use them. The B.W.I.A. have got them
within the three year period whieh I stipulated; and
the Chairman of B.0.A.C. said that the bearance of
the runway and the Aireraft landing thereon was
an important factor.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: It is not true to say that
he said that. [MEMBERS: He did say that.]
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon. members who
have not yet spoken on this matter will have an
opportunity to speak on it.
535 p.m.

Mr. BARROW: It is peculiar that the Hon.
Minister of Communications and my colleague should
give the Chairman of B.O.A.C. and myself the lie
on that score. I am only reminding the House that
when honourable members try to score something
on a member, they should not fly up into space on
matters which they know nothing about. We had
a splendid opportunity of enlisting the aid of finan-
cial advice on various matters, because we have not
reached the stage where we have people who are
technically qualified on everything, without the em-
barrassment of having to rely on the advice of im-
portees. The Government has not chosen to ma];e
itself acquainted with that position or with the aid
which is available to it.

Therefore, Sir, Government must take their eriti-
cisms when those criticisms are valid; and when mem-
bers try to assist the Government by warning them
of the particular contingencies of a situation which
are likely to arise, it would be more beneficial to this
small community (which after all whether you ecall
yourself a Pope or a High Priest it is only 21 by 14)
if the best efforts were made to co-ordinate the ex-
periences of all for the benefit of the taxpayers of
this colony.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg to move that this
House do now adjourn for half an hour.

Mr. TUDOR : I beg to second. that. .

The question was put and agreed to without
division, and Mr. Deputy Speaker adjourned the
House accordingly. o
5.40 p.m.

On resumption

SEPARATION & MAINTENANCE BILL
RETURNED FROM OTHER PLACE

"Mr. SPEAKER : I have the honour to inform
the House that T have received the following from
the Other Place :— o :

" Mr. BARROW : Mr. Speaker,.I ask leave to
give notice of certain questions : . L e
;. Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Speaker, I rise on .a point
of Order. T think that in receiving a Message like
that; the: House should--décide whéther they will deal
with those Amendments now. or at the next meeting.
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think the point raised by
the hon. member comes under Rule 262. I think
_the hon. member should be satisfied, having made
reference to that Rule.

QUESTIONS

Mr. BARROW: Before the hon. junior member
for the City rose on a point of Order, I was seeking
the indulgence of the House to ask leave to give
notice of Questions.

There being no objection leave was granied the
hon. member.

Mr. BARROW: I beg to give notice of the
following Questions:—

NOTICE OF ADDRESS

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I am ask-
ing leave to give notice of an Address.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
hon. member. :

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: The Address reads as
follows :—

House of Assembly
to
His Excellency The Governor

The House of Assembly regret to inform Your
Excellency of the death of Mr. Alfred Gittens, their
Messenger and Library Attendant, on the 20th August
1954, and respectfully request Your Exzcellency to
send down a Resolution to provide for the payment
of the sum of $1,200 being one year’s salary to be
applied in paying the unpaid balance of the Funeral
Expenses of the deceased and one third part of the
balance thereof to be paid to Mr. Gittens’ mother,
and the remainder to be paid to the mother of Mr.
Gittens’ two children by equal monthly instalments
to be applied by her for the maintenance and educa-
tion of the said two children.

DEVELOPMENT LOAN BILL CTD

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment, the hon.
senior member for St. George was addressing the
House.

Mr. BARROW: Before this House adjourned,
I was reminding members of this honourable Cham-
ber that a warning note as to the expenditure at the
Seawell Airport had been sounded by me, as well
as (I may now add) by other members of this House
at the very beginning of the very life of this House;
that I8 some two years ago. I would really like to
know if my fears in relation to the weight of the
volume of traffic which the Airport has to accom-
modate are completely unfounded. I would really
like to know exactly what the amount of $523,000
18 wanted to do now at that Airport. I am sure that
not only are other hon. members anxious to know
the details and to get the breakdown of this amount
but they are entitled to know it; especially in the
light of the tremendous relatively large sums which
we have been called upon to vote for that Airport
within the last three or four years.

We are already the proud possessors of an ade-
quate terminal building, only recently has it been
completed. We have already spent over a million

dollars initially on the construction of the new run-

way and since the completion of j By
four years we have , 1t, within the last

0 been called upon to vote addi.
tional amounts of money to make well things vghgalh
ought to have been done in the first instance. T be-

lieve there is now a canteen for the employees at the

Airport, and the restaurant which is available for
use by members of the public has been functioning
satisfactorily. We have also imported expensive

| equipment which is certainly adequate enough for

a Grade A airport. A lot of that equipment which
we have acquired is not yet in full use. = We have
also sent Generators which were acquired from the Ad-
miralty at Six Cross Roads to Seawell for use as
standby Generators. We have voted sums of money
for the laying of underground cables and for the
institution of an adequate system of lighting on the
plane park and the, runway. All those things have
been done; it is true we have done some of them
reluctantly, but they have been done. The runway
cost over a million dollars initially.

I find it difficult to understand for what purpose
this half-million dollars set down in this Bill to be
spent on the Airport will be allocated and appropri-
ated, in the light of the large and vast expenditures
which have already been spent on the Seawell Air-
port. We have even built a fence around the outer
perimeter of the Airport to guard against inroads
of cattle and domestic animals from the surrounding
distriets. What new itemi of luxury will be involved
in this amount of half million dollars? On what basis
will the Government justify this expenditure? Those
are questions about which I feel we ought to know
something.

Mr. Speaker, as regards the $108,000 earmarked
for Miscellaneous, I feel we are entitled to know what
this Miscellaneous expenditure * - going to entail. If
money resolutions or bills which involve the expendi-
ture of public monies are allowed to escape under
the Head of Miscellaneous without any further ex-
planation, the day will dawn in Barbados when the
sum total of the Annual Estimates from year to year
will be passed under the Head of Miscellaneous. It
is, peihaps, reducing the argument to its absurdity,
tut the present way amd direction in which we are
heading seems to point to that conclusion.

6.25 p.m.

The sum of $108,000 even in relation to $6%
million is still a lot of money; we will have to pay
interest on it for a long time to come. Various pro-
nouncements have been made from time to time,
especially when more useful schemes are being
mooted, including that the Government is already
strained to meet its commitments as regards interest
payments on loans. A note of warning is sounded
frequently as to the advisability of restricting our
recurrent expenditure, because we never know, (so
the pundits say), when we will get a bad erop and
therefore a drop in the island’s revenue. Therefore
an amount of $108,000 for Miscellaneous purposes
which are unidentified at the moment will only fur.
ther illustrate, as I said at the beginning of my
remarks, the inconsistency of the Government’s
poliey in respect of financial matters.

Mr. Speaker, I have only one further observation
to make, and that is directed towards the Honourable
Minister of Communications, Works and Housing.
‘Why was it impossible to give members of this House
am indication as to the extent of the housing pro-
gramme at the time when the Five Year Plan was
brought before the House$ At that time the Pro-
gramme was one house a month, and many of us made
our observations that this is an island in which the
population is inereasing between three and four thou-
sand persons per annum. I am not against building
c¢ne thousand houses a month; but what is the use of
having a Plan if at the time of having the Plan you
cannot set out your programme and the stages by
which the various aspects of your programme will be
implemented ¢ Why the expansion; and the expansion
in this direction? All T am saying now is this: the
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Hon. Minister cannot expect us to have any con-
fidence either in him or his administrative officers,
although he was not a Minister at that time it is
true; but he was still a party to the Executive. It

_now seems as if they are going to deviate from

something which the House has already agreed upon;
in other words the Hon. Minister is now reversing
the question of policy .and taking it upon himself
to formulate a new policy, which no amount of human
ingenuity could have foreseen three years ago. In
other words, to the Hon. Minister it is given to have

. wisdom which is not vouchsafed to other hon. mem-

bers of this House. I would like to congratulate
him on the new dispensation which Providence has
reposed in him to give him wisdom which far sur-
passeth human understanding; and we can only con-
strue it as an attempt on his part to deviate in such
a manner as he so desires at any time, plans not-
withstanding. It is quite true Mr. Speaker, that
$6 million were to be raised by way of external loans;
but I am saying and reminding hon. mémbers of this
House that that loan did not include certain items
which are included in this Bill, and it was certainly
not of the amount and magnitude which is now
before us. I must warn the members of the Govern-
ment again that people lose all respeet for you, if
you say one thing and do another. Yew say ‘that
you are planning and you cannot plan at all; but
you have to chop and change and modify and amplify
your plans to such an extent, that they cannot be
any longer recognised even in principle as the Plans
which you earlier formulated. As far as I am con-
cerned, I am not against voting for any Bill which
will increase employment in this country, especially
in the line of permanent employment; but I would
certainly like to have a breakdown of the figures
which have been set out in this Bill, so that we ean
be satisfied that the money will be gainfully used
and that the masses of the people will be satisfied in
having some avenues of employment. But to ask us
to support a Bill which in no part of its preamble or
explanatory notes, gives us any detailed information
either as to the necessity for particular items or as
to the manmer in which the allocation to these items
will be spent, I am submitting that that is not treat-
ing this House with the courtesy not only which we

deserve, but to which we are entitled.
6.35 p.m.

Mr. TUDOR : Mr. Speaker, like all those hon.
members who have spoken before me, I too feel some.
what dissatisfied at the little which the Hon. Premier
has told us in introductory remarks on this Bill.

I should like to say first of all that there is no
honourable member in this House who objects to
money being borrowed to do the things which the
Government have done. In any case, when it ig remem-

* bered that this House has already committed itself,

and the Government to quite a number of projects
which require the spending of large sums of public
money, it would be a contradiction to say the least,
if any cavil were to be made at borrowing sumg of
money for the financing of those projects.

What I do feel however, Mr. Speaker, is this,
(and it would take a lot to convince me that what
I feel is unfounded) that when you propose to bor
row thig $6,000,000 or any sum in that range you
are doing a very important thing; and when you
come before the Legislature with a proposal to bor-
row such a large sum of money on the same day on
which you have just laid your Annual Estimates,
you cannot help forgiving members of the Legisla-~
ture if a spirit of caution enters into their decisions,
and into their speeches.

What I mean, Mr. Speaker, is this: very soon
from now, the Premier as Minister of Finance, will

be calling upon this House to consider for the next
financial year the sums of money which this colony
will receive as revenue, and which it will pay out as
expenditure; and the things which are set down in
this Schedule ay being the projects to be covered by
this loan are all of them, matters for which sums of
money have to be voted, and some of them are mat-
ters from which Revenue will come in, in the course
of a year. That being the case, it is not difficult to
see that there is some justification for our insisting
that we should be told much more about these im-
portant matters before we let the Government
through persuasion commit us to such things.

The second point is this: when the Premier
introduced this Bill, he said that it was a routine
matter; that there was nothing in it which a child
of three could not understand. While I am on this
point I will say that I think it ig time that the Pre-
mier stopped talking about important matters in this
manner; because this House, whatever may happen
to it in the future, is not at the moment so composed
that children of three with their limited intelligence
form the owiterion of what is expected in thought
in a Legislative Chamber and the Premier should not
be allowed to get away with this obvious failure to do
his duty by attempting to tell members how much
they should understand, and how much they should
not. He is Minister of Finance, and it is his plain
duty to lay out his policy and the policy of his Gov-
ernment as plainly as possible, and to invite discus-
sion on it; that plainly is his duty.

I cannot imagine that in the Other Place if mem-
bers of that Body had asked whoever was introdue-
ing Government business, questions such as mem-
bers of this House have asked, that the person re-
sponsible in that place for introducing (tovernment
business would have used such remarks. I think it
is time that the Premier stopped saying that; be-

cause it is not a healthy contribution to the debates
of this House.

Well, sir, here it iy the Government is asking
for permission to raise a loan of over $7,000,000. Let

me say at the beginning (and I want to emphasize
this, because there may be an attempt to distort the

criticisms of the Opposition on this score) mnobody’

objects to the raising of this or any other sum of
money ; that should be made clear. What any reason-
able person would object to is an attempt to raise
sums of money for purposes which either have
already been covered or which belong to some scheme
which already have been on foot, without saying to
the House how much of what you have already un-
dertaken has been done and how much remaing to
be done, and what further extensions are still to be
carried out.

Now, sir, the honourable senior member for St.
George made what I thought was a very good point,
when he referred to the inconsistency, (at any rate
in the Government’s policy) as between what the
Premier said and what is laid out in the Objects and
Reasons of this Bill on the one hand, and the pro-
visions of the Five Year Plan on the other. But
there are more inconsistencies than those to which
he drew to the attention of the House. Here, (and
you will forgive me for quoting) I notice that para-
graph 8, of part I sayys— »

““The Expenditure proposalg of the Plan en-
visage a capital programme of the order of $16,500,-
000 during the next five years to be obtained from
(a) Loan Funds, (b) Available Funds. Against Loan
Funds there. is an estimated amount of $6,000,000
and Available Funds follow beneath like the Labour
Welfare Fund and other funds. Therefore, it is




560 HOUSE

true to say that Loan Funds to the extent of $6,000,-
000 are allocated in the Five Year Plan-

The Government is now asking the House t.
give them permission to borrow $6,720,000; but siz,
it is within the memory of the House, (unless my
memory fails me) that the Government has already
raised two loans so far; one of & half million dollars
and another of a million and a half dollars. Ther:?
fore, I can be forgiven if I say that of the sums which
the Government set out} to raise under the F'ive Year
Plan they have already raised $2,000,000.

Well then, sir, if the Government have already
done that, it is surely within the provinee and duty
of the Government to say soniething like this: ‘‘Qur
programme with respect to the Harbour and Hous-
img and other things has called for an Expenditure
of 80 much spread over such a period of time, and
in order to carry it through we need so mwuch more
to be spent as follows.”” The Government should then
give the proper divisions, and the breakdown of each
groject should be added; that is not what they dc.
As a matter of fact it is the opposite of whas has
been done. They give us figures for Housing, anu
figures for the Development Board which has not
yet been set up, and for Water Supplies and the Air-
port ; but without having studied the Estimates whick
they have just laid before us, and which we shall be
asked to consider in a short time, how can they expect
a Legislative Assembly to commit itself to borrowing
money before it has has a chance first of all to examing
the record of the individual departments in respect
of projects for which the expenditure is needed, and
secondly, before the Legislature has had a chance t>
say whether it approves of the continuation of this
or that policy of a particular department.
~ 6.45 p.m.

It may well be that members of this House feel
strongly on what improvements, if any, can be mad-
at the Airport. There will always be discussions ow
the housing policy. It is therefore inadequate, to say
the least, for the Hon. Minister of Finance to tell
us that we are only doing routine things when ha
realises that we are opened to enormous things as
the time goes on.

I do not know if hon. members feel as alarmed as
I feel at the hint which the Hon. Premier put out;
that there is a possible, or actually there is another
Five Year Plan. If that is so, you cannot leave it at
that; the Hon. Premier must inform the House if this
seecond Five Year Plan is to follow on the heels of
th first; and secondly, he should tell the House
whether it is to run consecutively or concurrently
with the present one. Let him tell us what extra
provision has been made for it. BEvery single item
for which money is required has already been the
subject of legislation and argument in this House;
and in no single case, whether it is for Deep Water
Harbour or Housing or Water Supplies, has this
TIiouse made up its mind that it is satlisfied with
the Government’s policy, as it knows it. As a matter
of fact, the Housing Policy has come in for severe
criticism, because members on this side of the House
have always been saying that we are not convineed
that all the money is well spent or is spent as we would
wish. Naturally, when it comes to the Water Sup-
plies it, is an easier method because of our ecriticisms
of the Minister for Water supplies; and in that re-
speet, we get a little more information about that than
we do get normally of the other things
" Sir, you cannot ask us until we have discussed
this matter more thoroughly, what we should do fur-
ther for the Seawell Airport; we do not know what
the expenditure proposed for it is based.on; nothing
can be decepted just like that. I for ome. feel.tha:
a-great mistake has been made Ly the Hon. Premie~

in assuming that this matter is very urgent and so
vnimportant, that we ean consider it now while we
are on the threshold of discussing the overall financial
position of the island. If all the facts were lail
before the House as to the overall financial position
of the island, it may not be neecessary; but at any
rate, this House is owed the duty of having explained
to 1t what is the financial position before we are agked
fo give you this authority to raise a loan of such pro-
portions.

Now, sir, there is another important aspect to
this matter which so far has not been mentioned.
‘When the Honourable Premier was speaking, we all
listened very carefully to see whether he would tell
us anything about the previous loans which had been
raised by the Government; and what is the Govern-
ment poliey on thesc loans as to whether this thing
is to continue indefinitely; or whether, for instznce,
in the new Five Year Plan to which he hinted,
we are going to be asked to give permission for the
raising of loans piecemeal like this. T had expected
to hear something on that; and I think it was reason-
#ble so to expect. If you have to do several things and
you deeide on what you are going to do first, you
should be able to make a full frank statement to this
House. You should be able to tell this House what you
are doing, how long any such things will take, and
the stages at which you are doing them. Are
you going to come every year and ask for this per-
mission; to raise a loan, no matter how great the sum
is, without giving the House any idea of the general
financia] position of the island. When you do that
1o member of the House can even ask you a question
which he would like to ask, because he would not
know what you are doing. There is no continuity in
your policy. In theory, every year in addition to the
sums of money which you provide under the various
Heads of Expenditure, you have asked for permis-
sion to raise loans and that permission was not
withheld from you; and yet the amusing thing ahout
the matter is that after the new sums have teen
raised by loans to be invested and expanded as laid
out in the Schedule, sooner or later in the course of
the current financial year, Supplementary Estimates
are introduced to ostensibly or to extend the particu-
lar service for which the money was granted. I am
warning the Government very seriously that that sort
of thing cannot go on; you must have some sort of
financial policy. Half of the trouble, perhaps, is
due to the fact that if only the Minister of the Gov-
ernment took a little more time in explaining meas-
ures to the House as is his duty, (fully and frankly
what is the position with respect to the matter nnder
discussion, how it has developed and what shape it is
envisaged that the matter would take) we all would
be the better off by his so doing. I cannot tell the
Minister that we would always agree with him, but
we all would be better off. I cannot be happy at all
with this piecemeal system of borrowing. Tt may well
be if you knew more about it; you might be able to
advise the Government a bit more carefully ii' you
had heard certain things to help you from them. All
five of the Ministers on the other side, (from the Hon.
Premier down), are guilty of this fault- They will not
give full information; they will not answer ques-
tions; if you ask them questions, you are branded as
the most wicked person on earth. - .

My points are these, Mr. Speaker: having got

‘a .general financial policy, are you in such a hurry
- that you" canmot tell’ us, so that we would be in a
- better position to make up our minds whether. we

can give you.the permission to raise this money? Is
there a second Five Year Plan, or.is the Hon. Pre-
mier just using up space in his argumernts? If there
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is going to be a second Five Year Plan, is it going
to run concurrently with the one that is now opera-
ting or is it & follow on?
6.55 p.m.

lg it different in scope in Plan or in execution
from the one we know? Will it lay additional bur-
dens on the taxpayers of this colony? And lastly,
will it help them to a degree which the present Plan
has not helped them? Those are the things which I
would like to know. I should like to know whether
the sum allocated in the Schedule for housing, the
sum of $2,338,000, is the sum whiclhy will be required
te ecarry out a general housing policy in this island
ag envisaged in the Bill which the Hon. Minister of
Housing introduced, but the text of which no hon.
member has as yet seen. And then, is the amount
allocated here in the Schedule for the Airport based
on an exhaustive and full examination of what it
will eost to bring the Airport up-to-date, or is it just
a figure put in here for the sake of. convenience?
‘While I am speaking, I will say here that in this
country we will be in for a lot of trouble. I noticed
in the draft Estimates the Government will ask us
to provide the sum of $12,000 as a subsidy for Brit-
ish West Indian Airways- Thinking of all that is
involved in this Bill, you cannot and should not
ask this House to rush through and consider now a
matter—the consideration of which might well be
based on a thorough, a very thorough and diligent
study of the financial position for the next year. The
lest thing that comes before me is this: if the Five
Year Plan envisages borrowing as it does, and tells
you that what it does must be raised from loan
funds, then it is the paramount duty of the Goyern-
ment to tell this House first of all if any departure
has been made from that policy with respeet to the
amount to be raised this year. If the Plan says that
you must raise $8 million and you think that $10
million is necessary, let the House know it; and for
God’s sake bring down a comprehensive loan Plan
and let us know! where we stand and what we should
be asked to provide.

The second part of this point is this: let the
House know as clearly as possible the length of time
which these projects which call for this expenditure
here will take, whether they are going to run you to
thke end of the present period as envisaged in the
present Plan, or whether some of these sums are to
be spent over a longer period and therefore run
you into the second Five Year Plan as the Hon. Pre-
mier said. I can well see that it is possible Yo raise
$6,720,000 and not spend more than one half of ic be-
tween now and the end of 1957 which is where the
present Five Year Plan comes to an end. You see sir.
they must tell us quite clearly what the facts are; if
you are going to provide this sum of money on which
you are asking the taxpayers of this island through
their taxes to provide interest to pay this loan, it lis
not f£air to them to have to provide large sums of money
every year to meet loans and repay interest on thesa
loans, unless they can be satisfied beyond the shadow
of a doubt that the monies which have been borrowed
in their name will be well expended, and therefore
they will not expect the Government to come back
to them on a future date with regrets and explana-
tions which tend to make the taxpayers think that
the effort they have put up has availed nothing and
that the sacrifices which they made could have been
avoided.

.. The Hon. Premier is Minister of Finanee; it i3
a responsible position; and he would do his duty
much better if instead of making sneering remarks

to serious ecriticisms, he would make a genuine.| -
attempt to meet such .criticisms. We are sick and.

tired of being told that we have intelligence below
that of children of three; we are sick and tired of
being told that such and such a thing is a routine
matter; we are sick of being told that the Govern-
ment does not mind how much the Opposition talks.
Sometimes that can go too far; we are here on the
peoples’ business, and one side of the House is
engaged in that part of the peoples’ business known
as the Queen’s Ministers. They must so act that not
only will they gain the conlfidence or keep the con
fidence of the majority of this House, but at any rate
inform the House of what they are doing and why
they are doing it. That is their plain duty, and if
they do not see it to be their duty, I for one, am very
sorry for them.
4 PAUSE]

Mr. SPEAKER: Is any other honourable mem-
ber desirous of speaking on thig Bill? Otherwise I
will put the question; and when I am putting tha
question there will not be any interruption.

7.05 p.m.

Mr. LEWIS: (Loughter) Mr. Speaker, there
iz a lot to be amused about; and the first thing
is that it would appear as if the arguments on this
Bill so far have so stunned the honourable Intro-
ducer, that he is unable to reply. He claims that this
proposal was in the Five Year Plan ever since 1952;
and still he is unable even to give the information
which he promised to give when he introdueed the
Bill; that is to say, he promised to answer questions
rather than to give arguments for the introduction
of the Bill. That action is the coward attitude of
somebody who does not know what he is doing, and
waits until other people have spoken to bring in
arguments which cannot then be answered. Mr.
Speaker, we are too prone in this Branch of the
Legislature to deal with financial matters and serious
financial matters in a most off-hand manner.

A Bill of this nature is introduced one Tuesday, it
is not printed until another ten days, so that you get
it just before the third Tuesday when you are expect-
ed to debate it. If it had been printed and circulated
in time, I suppose it would have been discussed long
before the Estimates were laid. Honourable members
who will be speaking a little later on will probably be
able to read the Memorandum on the Estimates.

But, sir, so lax have we become in dealing with
these important matters of finance. that we demand
very little and get a lot less. There was a time
when ordinary Supplementary HEstimates were be-
fore the House the Government would issue some
sort of financial statement, so that you would get to
know about the financial position of the colony as best
as it could be given up to a point. There have been
many supplementary estimates with such statements
printed as part of the information in the Addendum.

But when it comes to big matters like these, we
are given little information; we are told that this is
something that was in the Five Year Plan and there-
fore you should know all about it. But sir, the
way that this six million dollars is mentioned in the
Five Year Plan one would get the impression that
the Government was hoping mot to raise it at all,
and that if they raised it, it was going to be an ex-
ternal loan. It was as if the first loan of two million
dollars was to be raised to recoup the Treasury and
it was particularly said that that would be
a ‘local loan. When it comes to the six million
dollars, I know that it is ambiguously word-
ed.- It is put in such a way that one would get the
jmpression ‘that it might bé raised or might not be
raised ; and in any ecase, sir, that it would be a loan
raised principally outside the colony.

The Five Year Plan as some members have ob-
served, . speaks only mnegatively about the Deep
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Water Harbour. The present Loan Bill before us
gets out that the second largest amount is in con-
neetion with the Deep Water Harbour and the Gov-
ernment did not have that in the Five Year Plan at
all and the original amount of six million dollars is
inereased by three quarter million dollars.

. The Five Year Plan is based on an average crop
of 150,000 tons; and for the three years that this
Plan has been going you have been getting crops
above the average. At one time we got the second
largest crop that the island has ever produced; and
at that time we poor legislators were being told
that the Mealy Bug Pest would have cut the crop
rearly in half, and in the end we got more than 28.000
tons more than the average on which the Five Year
Plan is based. Therefore, sir, it would seem to
me that a great deal more information should be
given to this House before we embark on any loan
or give authority for another loan.

If you tax the people to produce revenue to
spend on the colony and you spend it wisely, some
of the very people whom you tax will get hack
some of it in the process of the spending; but vihen
you set out to raise a loan you have to be more than
careful. While it may be true that you will get
~ back some of the interest that you are paying out,
you are very likely to run into trouble if you treat
your finances in such a manner that you mortgage
your future unnecessarily; and, as we are always
hearing from the Government a doutbful future,
based on this island’s one crop economy.

The other industry, Tourism, that we are hear-
ing so much about is subject to a great deal more
hazards than any one crop economy could possibly be.
You have to give it a great many concessions and it
can be cut off in the twinkling of an eye. Do all that
you think is necessary to encourage it and get as
much out of it as you possibly can; but to depend
upon it and mortgage your future on it, is to my way
of thinking a very dangerous principle in financing
this colony or any other.

7.15 p.m,

1f you get one case of yellow fever, the whole of
your tourist industry would go, and all the people
who are engaged in it will be put out of work and
become a problem to you; one case, perhaps of some
disease that the very tourists might bring here, can
cause all that- As I have said, you have been get-
ting a crop above the average sinee you have pian-
ned your economy; you have not -fallen below the
average on which you have based your Five Year
Plan. Even the current crop is estimated above
the average and at least, you will reap it before the
next hurricane season, and perhaps, a great deal of it
would be shipped out of the island; so you will have
had your ’52, ’53, '54, and 55 crops above the aver-
age. To justify this loan off $6,000,000 and over, you
have put in this Loan Act the scheme for the Deep
Water Harbour, something which you did not have
in your Five Year Plan. As the honourable scnior
member for St. George has said, you have entirely
bungled and bungled miserably.

Here it is, the people in the sugar industry said
that they would have given you $2 on every ton of
sugar produced if you decided to construct the Deep
Water Harbour; all that you had to do was to say
that you will build the Deep Water Harbour at a
future date. You could even decide afterwards that
yeu do not want it, and all that you would have to
do is to give them back the money- You could have
collected your taxes on it then. Imstead of taking
that money out of the hands of the capitalists as they
were willing to give you, you are now going to bor-
row it from them and pay them 4% or 414% interest
c¢n it. That is a serious thing to contemplate. The

interest and the sinking fund for the loan that we
will have around the necks of the people of this
colony if we pass this Bill, will in due course ameunt
to nearly a half million dollars per annum. It is
true that out of that amount you will be paying
back some of the money that you had borrowed, but
it is a fact that when you get money this way you
spend it this way.

I think it is far wiser to reconsider the Revenue
Equalization Fund Act; you should reconsider it to
see whether it is still wise to leave the amount at
50%. I think the Government should reflect on this
and glancing through the Memorandum which they
bhave handed in with the Barbados HEstimates to-day,
it appears that they have already decided that out
of the surplus—50% will go to this fund. Accord-
ing to the revised Estimates for 1954-55, there will be
a surplus of 2% million dollars, so you can expect
$1,000,000 and over to go to that fund while you
are borrowing $6,000,000, From the amount of criti-
cism which the Government has got through this
fund Mr. Speaker, I do not think the Government
should put as much as 50% to that fund. I do not
know what will be the total amount to that fund
when this amount is added. I do not know if it is
put in the Estimates, but that is the sort of informa-
tion one should be able to see when one looks ay the
Memorandum on the Hstimates, especially a memo-
randum which starts off by saying: that legislation to
raise a loan of mearly $7,000,000 hag already been
introduced into the Legislature.

Mr. Speaker, the estimated surplus of the
approved Estimates was just & million dollars. The
Estimates for 1954—55 is estimating for a surplus
of $759,759, and the surplus according to the
Revised Estimates is expected to be $2,245,465. With
all that, this colony is running to a high-priced.
market to borrow momney. Is that wise? The Hon.
Premier has said that we should pass the Bill and
Government wil] decide when the time ig propitious
te get the loan. .

Mzr. Speaker, the Barbados Government does not
control even its own currency; it has nothing to do
with the setting of the Bank rate. When we raised
our last loan it was the worst possible time to :aise
it.

Mr. Speaker, if I may I would like to show you
how the financial barometer with our Minister of Fin-
ance varies from minute to minute. After the period
when the Tegislature was last prorogued and this
House was to reply to the Speech from the Throne
in which for the first time was mentioned ‘‘My Govern-
ment”’, the very first paragraph of the draft reply
said, ‘‘We thank Your Excellency for the Speech and
note the satisfactory financial condition of the islond.’
Iionourable members tried to point out at that time
that it would be better to put that in another way
We were asked to say that we note the satisfactory
condition of the island without any evidence what-
soever, and without any financial figures in the very
speech to which we were to reply. Since that was
done, how often have we beard in this House the
Hon. Minister of Finance say how the Government
is spending sleepless nights in thinking of what it
is going to do about the balancing of the budget,
and unless we found oil and collect revenue from
that source, you cannot help people to get into
the Clinketts Housing Scheme with any money;
and when the Estimates for the coming financial
year are laid, we see that you have a revised estim-
ated gross surplus of over $2 million; we have that
surplus on a year’s working and that is revenue
from the people of this colony. That revenue was
raised by taxation based on an assumption that you
are only going to have a surplus of about $§ million.

}«
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Are you going to build a Deep Water Har-
bour of the size which you have been investigating,
and after having had several experts and Commit-
tees, you leave here to go and arrange for the loan
for the Deep Water Harbour and then the people
who are to arrange the loan for you, can confront
you with the argument that you have decided to
build a harbour which is too big for you. The ex-
perts told you what you wanted; bulk shipment is
in the air, and before you leave here you decide to take
along with you the Head of the Administration to im-
press upon them that in respect of anything that has
taken place in England, people have shown their faith
by putting money in it. One honourable membeyr has
said that you would have had $1 million collected
by way of the faith of the sugar producers in a Deep
Water Harbour, if you had taken the money that
was offered. You now say that we must show faith in
it ourselves by borrowing money and sending money
out of the island at the same time and having a
gurplus on a year’s working of more than three
times the amount you have budgeted for. Are we
korrowing money like this? In any case the Deep
‘Water Harbour should form a separate and distinect
loan, and should not be mixed up with this patricu-
lar loan, a loan which, when it was first mooted, had
nothing to do with the Deep Water Harbour. We
have had several local Committees going into this
matter with experts from the Port of London
Authodity ; you have even found that a Deep Water
Harbour of the size you wanted could be self-sup-
porting and now that somebody has suggested to you
that you should construet a smaller harbour, is it
that it cannot be self-supporting? Are you going to
burden the taxpayers with this loan? Sir, if you
read the Memorandum on the Estimates, (to which
I take it you will permit some reference) paragraph

- 8 is a very significant one. That paragraph says

this ‘‘during 1954, one and a half million dollars
were subscribed locally for Government debentures,
there is a comma there, and it goes on: ‘‘and depos-
its in the Government Savings Bank increasec by
over a million dollars.”” If you did not have your
ewn Bank, you would not know whether the deposits
had increased or not. Did the deposits in the com-
niercial banks increase? It does not say here that
during that period, the Government had one of the
smallest notices which ever appeared in the news-
papers about the Government Savings Department;
the advertisement which was published in the news-
paper could hardly be read. There was nothing about
any interest being raised; has there been any trans-
fer of money from the Commercial Banks to the
Government Savings Bank?

7.35 p.m.

The whole question is whether those who have to
run the Government Savings Bank have taken out
money from the Banly and lent themselves. The Gov-
ernment of this country give a guarantee to deposit-
ors on the banking of their money ; therefore they hold
it in trust. In the raising of this million and a half dol-
lars, it was said that we were going to use some of the
Savings Bank money; but how much of it did they
take? This is a case of their lending to themselves
money which they hold in trust for others. Did they
have any difficulty in raising this million: and a haif
dollars, and did they take a lot out of the Savings
Bank or what? Why cannot we be told that? Do
they intend to take out more? Do thev think it is a
wise policy? Why not invest the Savings Bank’s
money abroad and use the Revenue Hqualisation Fund
money ? Tt is their money and it is the taxes of the
people; they do mot have to guarantee paying that
back. ‘

In my view any socialist Government should look
to the raising of taxes and the redistribution of
wealth, and not look at raising loans; this idea of
raising loans is a capitalistic idea.” The Govermment
expects that people will have a lot of money lying
down idle and that if they (the Government) give
them four and a half per eent interest on it which
is more than anyone else will give, it will be a sound
investment. But is it right to burden the taxpayers
of this colony with carrying this interest?

We have heard that the Five Year Plan has had
t¢ be revised; but as far as the financial position of
the colony is concerned, we have seen nothing stated
about it. There should be statement on that ae-
count; but a proper statement of that kind has not
Leen put before the House. The Memorandum on
the Estimates merely says what the (fovernment -ex-
rects to raise; and it is so much guess work as usual.

Mr. Speaker, we have got as a little bait, a re-
mark thrown in by the Premier to the effect that
thes'e heads of expenditure will all come back to the
Legislature; we know what to think of those words,
because after the Five Year Plan was passed and
some of the items came back to the Legislature, the
moment that any criticism was made you were told
that you have already agreed to it and you are re-
flecting on a vote of the House. All hon. members know
that they got that type of argument in the place of
something more solid. We were told we had agreed
tv it in prineciple and therefore there was no need to
talk; but when we are being asked to agree in prin-
ciple, we are not given information on the grounds
that the items will have to come back to us. Perhaps
such tricks in doing the business of the House may
assist the Government in getting a Bill through; but
will such tricks get us out of the trouble that the
legislation we are passing will put us in?

As a result of the 1953 Loan Act we had to
put in the Estimates the sum of $90,000 to pay inter-
est for the first year on money that people have lying
cown, when some other countries tax such people
and take such money away from them without paying
any interest on it. As a result of the Bill we are
considering now, we will be called upon to pay $60,-
000 in interest; that is, $150,000 in interest alone:
and it is for money that I claim it was necessary to
raise as a loan.

We are getting sufficient revenue in this colony
from the taxation that we have now and the busi-
ness that we are doing, to keep our workmen em-
tloyed. We can reasonably supervise all the build~
ings we can do through Government channels, so as
to keep our workmen occupied and get what we want
done by paying as we go. That is something that
the present Government can go into; they should
not allow people to encourage them to borrow money:
tc make a big splash. Watceh the spending of your
money and do not be fooled by people whom you think
know how to spend money ; people come out here and
in a short time get such a reputation for the grand
vay in which they can spend money, that you forget
to supervise them continually' and see if their reputa-
tion is based on fact.

The Government should see that they are get-
ting a proper return on the heavy works that they
are carrying out now. Do not let them delude them-
selves with the things that people talk about and they
just hear; let them try and see if the figures will
square out with the supposed facts. If the Govern-
ment spend the people’s taxes wisely they would
not have to raise these loans; the time has not come in
Barbados for us to raise these loans yet.

‘While people alll over the Colonial Empire are
agitating for proper treatment from the Mother
Country we are doing nothing ourselves, but we are
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‘benefiting from such agitation; we are too afraid
to embarrass the Metropolitan country and Metro-
politan Government ; but we are benefiting from the
agitation of others. When we put in order what we
are going to do with our hospital, the Government
will come along and get C.D. & W. funds to buy a
property for the extension of it.

7.45 p.m.

With what you can get from that source and
the taxation which the people of this colony are pay-
ing at present, you are getting sufficient money to
spend in the course of twelve months. I am saying,
sin, that the revenue over the period of years whick
this revenue is supposed to cover, when the time
comes, you will see that because you did not adopt
a courageous and hopeful attitude based on that
vision, it has prevented you from having the addi-
ional $150,000 to be paid out on interest on these
two loans. I say again you should raise your Deep
‘Water Harbour money when it is necessary. It ig
necessary for you to decide first on the size of the
Harboun which you are going to build, before you
apply for this loan. Do you mean to tell me that you
are going to spend within the next twelve months this
amount of money which you have set down here
for the Harbour? Carry out the investigations which
you were told at the Colonial Office to carry out
first; the Colonial Office and the people who deal
with sugar are sending out people to help you to
come to a right decision; do all that. Do not come
here without those facts, without knowing one iota
of the size of the Harbour you are going to build
and encourage the Legislature to raise this loan. If
somebody thinks that the time ig right you should
pot go along with that. You might be listening to
people who may be encouraging you to embarrass
yourself constitutionally, probably by taking it away
from you. It is all very well for members of the Gov-
erinment to say that that is not going to happen;
but they had better be careful. Members of this
Government are too prone to listen to people who
encourage them to do things like this. Sir, you are
taxing the people sufficiently now; especially the
poor people. It will be better for you to spend that
money which you now have invested at 114% and
2% than to burden the tazpayers with an added
2149 on a similar amount which you intend to bor-
rcw for that purpose. Here it is you have money
which you have loaned out at 2% and you are going
to borrow money at 4149 to replace that money;
it is not fair. Cut down the amount which you put
aside to the Revenue Equalization Fund to 10% or
something like that; but do not continue to put aside
that whole amount. I think that that maximum is
50%. I thought that the whole idea of raising this
loan according to the way which it was presented in
the Five Year Plan, was that these would have to de-
cide whether it is necessary to raise this $6,000,000 by
Joans. I know sir, that the Hom. Premier has a
method of saying ‘that it does not matter out of
which pocket you take out money; he is glib enough
with his tongue to talk himself into believing those
things, but will the glibness of his tongue take you
out of the difficult position he may place you in? And
bear in mind, when you find yourself in straitened
firancial conditions, the same people who advised you
to adopt such a method have a way of dealing with
you.

I know sir, when a Bill like this refers to Hous-
ing and Water Supplies, and you vote against it,
pecple will take it that you have prevented them
from getting their houses and water. Sir, I feel that
this Bill is out of tune with the position of our
finance; we are not doing right and if I vote alone,
1 feel it my duty to vote against this Bill.

Sir, if this Bill passes this House and goes to
the Other Place the hon. Introducer, up there will
mot say that it is based on what is the Five Year
Plan, and to what you have already agreed, he is
going to give members of that Chamber full details;
ke is not going to give you those details in his reply.
Of course, there are no rules of procedure up there,
so members of that Chamber are in the fortunate
rosition of being perpetually in Committee. I am
sure the hon. Introducer in that Chamber has to
give members satisfaction on every measure. Poli-
tical manoeuvres and all other kinds of manoeuvres
can get something like this through in this Chamber
on the flimsiest of evidence.

Let me ask this question: What are you doing
at Seawell Airport? C.D- & W. gave you money
for that purpose, and you pinned your faith on
somebody whom they sent down here to build it. It
seems as if no notice is taken of what is happeaing
up there. I have been made to understand tha* we
now have to build a concrete airport; the runway
i now going to be a concrete slab runway. You
have had already over a million dollars from one
source to spend on that runway in addition to a
great deal of money which we have sinee been spend-
ing to repair the damage, and the worthless mater-
ials were put back into it. We were told that the
runway had the correct length and everything it
wanted, and those who criticised it were told that
they did not know anything of what they were talk-
ing.

7.55 pm.

I feel that it was a 1ot of money for us; and wore
particularly because it was not our own taxes, I
tried to get some information about it. The Head
of the Administration of this colony entered into
some conspiracy to becloud the issue where people
were told that they did know what they were talk-
ing and in respect of up-to-date Aircraft, which we
were told could land on the runway, we now have
tc spend $114 million from loan fundy and you must
have spent a quarter million of our own money on
the Airport already. And who knows whether we
are really now getting full value for our money.
With all of this happening, sir, nobody has ever
been brought to book about it. When things like
this go wrong we are told that we cannot losz the
money which we have spent already, and we have to
try and recover it by spending some more money. 1
sincerely hope that the Deep Water Harbour does
not suffer the samq fate. As soon as we start to get
some revenue from the Airport, I understand they
are going to subsidise B-W.L.A. landing up there,
and it might be in the form of giving back the, very
revenue which we are told we are getting from Sea-
well every month. Those are things for which we
are 'borrowmg money; we subsidised the Steawship
service in competition with the Airways Service,
and now we have to subsidise both of them. That
is the way how we run our finance. At one time
we did not subsidise any of them, and now that we
are subsidising one we are also subsidising the cther.
Now we are paying interest on the loans whick we
are paying out of the taxes of the people while they
are sending money out of the colony, and the full
amount under the Head ‘‘Charges of Debt’’ will be
a substantial one in the Estimates of this colony. I
predict that by the time you raise this $6 million
vou will have that Head of the Estimates wnp to
$400,000 and probably more.

The question. 8hat this Bill be now read ¢ second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.
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ADJOURNMENT

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: At this stage Mr. Speaker,
I beg to move that this House do now adjourn for
three quarters of an hour.
N Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to second
that. '
The question that this House do now adjourn
jor three quarters of en hour was put end resolved
9 the affirmative without division, and Mr.
SPEAKER edjourned the House accordingly.
8.05 p-m.

On resumplion.
DEVELOPMENT LOAN BILL C'TD

On the motiom of How. G. H. ADAMS seconded’
by Hon. M. E. COX Myr. Speaker left the Chair and
the House went into Commitlee on the Bill, Mr,
Smith being in the Chaar.

Clause 1 was called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS moved seconded by Hon.
M. E. COX thatt Clause 1 stand part.

The question was put gnd agreed to without

_ division.

Clause 2 was collad. It reads as follows:—

2. (1) It shall be lawful for the Governor-in-
Executive Committee to raise by the issue of de-
Lentures under the provisions of the General I.ocal
Loan Act, 1933, a sum not exceeding six million seven
hundred and twenty thousand dollars at such times
and in such sums as) the Governor-in-Executive Com-
mittee may decide for the purpose of meeting the cost
of the various works and for the purposes described in
the Schedule to this Act, provided however that the
Legislature may from time to time vary the said
Schedule or any item therein, or may delete any
one or more items and substitute therefor another
or other or may introduce into the Schedule any new
item or items.

(2) The said debentures shall bear interest
at a rate not exceeding four and one half per centum
per annum. _ '

Hon. G. H. ADAMS moved seconded by Hon.
Dr. H. G. CUMMINS that Clause 2 stand part.

Mr. LEWIS: IMr. Chairman, I am wondering
whether the Premier is willing to say whether there
is any hope of raising this loan, or part of it, at 314
rer cent. The amount shown in the Bill is 414 per
cent. I am wondering if the Premier has any idea
of at how much less they could get it, and whether
this money will Le raised locally, or if there will be
facilities for external borrowing.

Hon G. H. ADAMS: I need not call names, but
the hon. member will know what I mean. All the
people who know where the money is and whether
it will be forthecoming for loans and at what interest,
from all those people Government gets advice. We
were lucky in respect of the last loan at a time when
the Telephone Company was giving 5 per cent, to
get ours subseribed at 415 per cent; but 3% per cent
would be the hope of a super-optimist. That is the
advice that we have got; and what we can gather as
laymen from local trends, is that without going out
of Barbados (let us put it that way) we do not think
there is any hope of getting the money at 31% per
cent interest.

As regards to people outside, I think that hon-
ourable members know that we had a substantial
sum taken up in our last loan by a Canadian firm.
There is no reason why we should not have loans from
outside. It is commonsense to say that if vou are
going to the London market fo borrow money, even-

a

tually you have got to show those people that you
yourself believe in what you are doing. Luckily,
although there were many who thought that it might
be a risk to lend money to a Socialist Government,
many were forthcoming in lending us.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, one of the
reasons why the Government has no chance at all of
getting six million dollars at 814 per cent. is, as I
kave mentioned before, that they chose the wrong
opportunity. They were ill advised in that respect,
and so are taking the wrong occasion on which to
make their demands on the money market. Now, in
case the Financial Secretary of Barbados does not
know, since the last milkion and a half dollars that
was floated the interest rate, what we call the interest
rate (of course there are several rates of interest)
at which the Bank of England is prepared to lend
money as well as the discount houses, has gone up
by a half per cent.; and the rate for industrials,
the rate for consuls, and the rate for Government
lsecurities, all those rates vary around the bank rate
and in proportion to any change there may be in
that rate.

" When the bank rate was 3 per cent., Govern-
ment had to raise its loan at 414 per cent. Now this
is not to give an indiecation, Mr. Chairman, of
the state of the money market in London, because
that rate at 4% per cent_was floated locally; but
if the Government hopeg by analogy to raise a
gonsiderable proportion of this six mililon dollars
on the local money market, I will say that in this
question not only patriotism comes into play, but
the question of avenues of investment in other coun-
tries.

| Therefore, sir, it stands to reason that if when
they raised a million and a half dollars at 4% per
cent the bank rate was 3 per cent., and if the bank
rate has gone up by a half per cent the rate for
smaller colonials must have gone up also at least by
a half per cent. From the local point of view,
patriotism may extend to a million and a half dol-
lars, but it will not extend to six million dollars.
All that being so, you have to watch your chances
of raising a loan very carefully.

For that reason, Mr, Chairman, the answer given
by the Premier wag not satisfactory. He probably
felt that the members of the House would not be
able to understand the convolutions (I would not
like to call them machinations) of discount houses,
and the Bank of England, and the reasons whicl the
Chancellor of the Exchequer might have to change
the bank rate. i

I would say that I entirely disagree with the
honourable junior member for the City, (and this is
one of those relationships in which we can disagree
without abusing each other) on the question of not
having to raise loans at all
9.00 p.m. .

What is not clear is what is the Government’s
policy in the raising of this 634 million dollar
loan; that has not been disclosed today. We have
not been told what proportion of it is to be raised
Tocally and what is to be raised overseas. They ecan-
not put in any Act of Barbadog whether this loan
will be at the rate of 4%2% or whether they can get
it at less than 5%. The whole thing is entirely
speculative, because the Government is not in a posi-
tion to say whether they are going to get this money
at a rate of 4¥2%. [A VOICE: That is so.] 1 told
them last vear that they chose the wrong time to
ask for money on the money market. 1 entirely
agree with the honourable junior member for the
City when he said that raising loang from loeal tax-
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payers would be undesirable; because it would be a
question of taking away investments from a private
sector and vesting it in the Government to dispose
of that money. When you take away investments
from a pivate sector and invest it in the Government,
you may be creating some employment with the
Government ; but you may also be preventing those
people from creating some employment. It is a wrong
policy to raise this money in Barbados even although
the local capitalists, the people who have the money
© to invest, might be prevented from showing their
patriotism.

; If on the other hand there is 634 million dollars
or a substantial proportion of that amount which
is not normally invested in Barbadog but which is
a saving from Barbados, and that money is normally
invested overseas, as some of our money is, (such as
is invested in the United Fruit Company and Shef-
field Municipality Shares) I will say that it would be
better if that money were invested in Barbados.
It the money is mnot being invested overseas
but you hope to take away 634 million dollars from
local investors, it will be better for you to leave thosc
people alone and get it from outside. It would mean
fresh capital coming into the country, and it would
generate fresh trade. Those are some of the things
which should have been gone into carefully by this
‘Government before it came to the House of Assembly
for this loan. The final analysis which members
of the public of Barbados must resent, is that
proper consideration is not given to matters which
affect their pockets; those are the final considerations
which the Financial Secretary should have set out
on the examination of the facts with the private
investors, the Insurance Companies, the Banks and
private capitalists. If even the Government came
to the conclusion that every year a considerable
proportion of the net savings of this colony is sent
out to places which would create employment for peo-
ple overseas and mot for the people in Barbados,
Government has no right to raise any of this amount
in Barbados. Government should not take that
money from one sector and invest it in another sec-
tor where it will lie dormant. As a matter of duty
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph should
have had all the information. On my part, if I had
to answer all the points raised, as the honourable
senior member for St. Joseph should have answered,
I would have got all those facts.

i Mr. TUDOR: In addition to that, Mr. Chairman,
there is something else which bothers me. If you say
that the said debentures should bear interest at a rate
not exceeding 4%¥2 %, it appears to me that you al-
ready know from whom you are getting this mcney.
No hon. member of this House would question you
if you already unofficially, so to speak, canvassed for
this loan. If you have already received the
assurance that you can raise this loan here,
tell wus just what you hope to raise and
what is the mnegotiated rate of interest; because
that is what this would mean. You are saying here
that the rate of interest of 4% % should be paid,
neither more nor less; there is not even a saving clause
which allowg G‘rovernment to make that suggestlon
If they discover that they will have to pay 5%
instead of 4% % they will have to come back to this
House with something to amend this Clause,

The second thing is this: (I am sorry I have to
refer to it, but it seems to be part of the burden of
all the criticisms levelled at the Government in this
matter) I personally would like to know from the
Hon. Premier when the Government intendg to bor-
row this 634 million dollars, as well as whether they
intend to borrow it from people here or overseas. T

“at his dlsposal which would enlighten us and &

would like to know whether the Government has
decided without examination, whether this much
money ig lylng down in this colony not properly in-
vested or not invested at all, in which ease they
are, so to speak, bringing it from under the bed
and throwing it into the ecommon pool; or whether
it is money which is probably used somewhere
else but they feel it would be much better if it
were invested in the particular projects they have
set out here. It makes a lot of difference which way
it is,

9.10 p.m,

I would definitely like to know from the Hon.
Premier therefore, if this decision to borrow the full
amount required and the rate which seems to be
laid down here is based on an examination of what
mhney there is in cireulation; whether it is invested
as the ‘Government thinks it ought to be invested,
or whether with a view to facts which are known
to them, this new money they are calling into circu-
lation and they are opening up new avenues of em-
tloyment for people. That is a very important thing
and it must be answered; and I am questioning the
Minister of Finance to tell us what part of his finan-
sial policy both present and future, this particular
matter covers. He has got to tell us this because
his advisers might lay down a plan of action the im-
plications of which they may not fully weigh. If
he can tell us definitely that the money he is asking
for is new money which he wants to bring in and set
the wheels of activity running, we may be at liberty
to say ‘‘you have already arranged and you know
what you will get and four and a half per cent. is
what we are going to pay.”’ Failing that informa-
tion, we do not know how much speculation has
entered into this matter, and we certainly do mnot
know what is the Government’s intention in it. This
is a simple matter, Mr. Chairman, to give us the
information we need ; because there are people in this
island who are genuinely puzzled about the financial
policy of this Government, and many members of
this House are probably among that vast number of
people.

The hon. junior member for the City in the
course of his second reading speech, did draw atten-
tion to what seems to be an anomaly to most people.
The surpluses have been. piled up every year and
invested abroad and the returns seem to be so little;
yet the interest rates to be paid on loans seems to
be far in excess of the returns we get on our money
which is a dead loss to us. Therefore the taxpayery
naturally have to be burdened to make up the deficit
between the returns which we get and what we get
on borrowed money. I do not think the Minister of
Finance should look upon these matters and say
that we are being lucky when we get something;
there is mo question of luck in it; the money market
is there and: it has its various adjustments and: flue-
tuations. It iz a matter of knowing what to do
and the time to do it, and you only know it by pro-
viding yourself -with an exhaustive examination of
what is going on in the world of borrowing and lend-
ing. It is @ mistake to assume that when you get
a low rate of interest it is a matter of mere luck:
because if you look at the position carefully and
vou realise that there is a time for borrowing and a
time for lending, you must provide yourself with
that information. I would definitely be glad to know
what information the Hon. Minister of Finance has
at the
same time give that queer decision by himself aud to
his policy, for what he proposes to do. I do say
that T am not at all ha,ppv as to the demagogic way
in which this Clause is worded; I wish to know the
state of the debentures, or if the interest of 44 pler

1/ vy
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-cent. is based on the knowledge of the Minister of

Finance or his advisers, or if they will have to go
on the knowledge of fair promises which had teem

.made to them that the loan will in faet be raised
_here. Have you got any full basis for putting down

4% per cent., or have you given yourself room for
adjustments or whether you know or not, if you will
get all you want in this island or mot?

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Hon. members must have
read an article in the Guardian which appeared in
the West Indian papers recently of Mr. Churchill

_getting progressively younger while Sir Anthony

Xden was growing a long beard. Everytime the hon.

_junior member for St. Lucy speaks, I begin to think

that he is addressing a young audience, then an
adolescent audience and then an audience of cretins.
Any member who is contracting to say when he is
ready to float a loan with anything like exactitude,
““T will get so much from Great Britain or so much
from France or so much from somewhere else,”’
would be either a super-prophet or a prevaricator.
When the hon. member came into this House I ex-
pected him to be among that class of speakers who,
having prepared a speech, come into the Assembly,
and gets it off their chest no matter what they have
heard. What else anybody in my position having a
sense of responsibility could say? The Goverument
gets adviee from those people who best know; 1 will
not call any name, but the hon. member who is in
front of me (Mr. E. D. Mottley) will know who I mean.
Some people will come for four per cent. others will
say that they want six per cent. and some may want
Any Government will ask what are
the chances of getting a loan at a particular time. If
hon. members will ask questions and point out the
Cefects in the Government’s policy and make sug-
gestions to show that their ideas are better than the
Government’s, then that is all well and good. I am
10t helping hon. members to make any second read-
ing speeches which they did not make at the proper.

“time ; but I am suggesting that the Government could

reasonably say that over a settled period ‘‘We have
a certain amount of money to spend and with a one-

-erop eeonomy our revenue cannot be more than so

and so0, and our expenditure will be so and so and we
will therefore have to look for loans.”” In these five
vears we are spending $40 million.

9.20 pm.

- We are spending 40 million dollars in the next
five years. Let us say, if you like, that we have a
ten, eleven, twelve or fourteen million dollar revenue;
Jet us caleulate what we are likely to get out of sugar
from the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement; barring
the finding of oil, we have to calculate on something
based on what is reasonable, on what our quota is
reasonably going to be in these days when the pro-
duction of sugar is increasing in places which do
not have a substantial sugar production. Let us cal-
culate on that basis, and on the basis of how much
we will get from taxation.

‘When you have to borrow is it not sanity whether
you are a private individual or a Government, to
say that you will watch the market trend both local
and external, and at the appropriate moment, the
moment which to Government on the strength of the
adviee it gets seems most appropriate, to borrow
what it needs to borrow? Has this Government at
any time in the last five or six years acted different-
ly?

I say, Mr. Chairman, as freely and frankly as
possible, that all that a Government can de, a Govern-
went with anv sense of responsibility and acting on
the best possible advice it can cet (remembering that
even the Old Testament prophets prophesied falsely

-at times) is to choose the most appropriate time and

borrow money as and when it wants it. That is the
least we can do, and we are certainly willing to de
more. :

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr, Chairman, I do not
want to reply to any Aunt Sally statements; I want
to deal with this section. We are not suggesting
that the Government is going to borrow six milion
dollars at one time; we know that the Government,
will not do that. When it had two million dollars to
borrow it did not borrow it at one time; but what 1s
really clear and patent, and what a blind man on &
trotting horse can see, is that in this island we have
reached a stage where we really need some Economie
Adviser to save us from the mess that we are in.
The idea that we have a Financial Secretary keeping
glorified accounts of the finances of the colony, but
cannot advise on economic policy the Minister of
Finance which Minister has no aptitude or inclination
for financial matters, is not good enough. You must
Lave some aptitude for these things; and you do not
get that when it comes to the evening of your {lays.

We are being asked to give the Government per-
mwission to horrow six million dollars, and off that six
million dollars, nearly two million is for the Deep
Water Harbour. The Minister of Finance has not
yet said one word of what conversations they had
in London relating to the Deep Water Harbour,
what are the prospects of raising .the loan on the
London Market and what is the nature oi the loan.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, have you

‘heard a more preposterously untrue statement?

There was nothing that we had to conceal, as I have
said over and over again on the floor of the House
and in public. T have said that if we have to borrow
money for four, two or three berths we have permis-
sion to do so. There was nothing that we were told
by the Colonial Office that we had to conceal. Some
feel that four berths are two many and others feel
that they are not too many; I have said that over
and over again. If we have to borrow four and a
half million or five million dollars we can do so.

Mr. F. . WALCOTT: When the hon. mem-
ber talks about speaking an untruth, I can challenge
him every day of the week on that. When did he
say that the money he proposed to borrew was three!
million or four million dollars? Is anyone going to
speak untruths in a matter like this? Who is going
to advise the Premier? The Minister of Communi-
cations? The Minister for the Deep Water Harbour
1# goading the Premier telling him to get up and
answer; that Minister will need some goading him-
self later on when we deal with another matter. He
will get the rudest shock of his life. [Hon. M. E.
COX: Anytime]. You ean erow when your cards
are above the table; not when they are below. '

When this Bill eame down to-day the Premier
said nothing. He tried by innuendo to show that T
was a member of the Executive and agreed to some-
thing, and that therefore there was no point my ask-
ing about it. He is putting something in thic loan.
that was not in the Five Year Plan; the Deep Water
Harbour was not in that Plan. A Committee was
set up with terms of reference on the basis of finane-
mg the Deep Water Harbour and making it self sup«
porting.

930 p.m. ,

The Hon. Minister of Finance cannot excuse
himself because it is shown in the Estimates. Last
vear when I discussed this matter I pointed out ihat
even if you were budgeting for a deficit. there still
will be no deficit. Your own figures in the coming
Estimates show that you should have a surplus of
over two million dollars. If you go on with vour loan
roliey and ‘budgeting policy in this wav. vou will
be taking out so much money out of circulation that
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you will have over ten million dollars accumulated
in surplus between the Revenue figualisation v'und
and your general surplus within the next five years.
The t{on. Minister has not said at what stage he is
going to use the Equalisation Fund as a cusbion.
Kach year since you have started your budget plan
in this way, the surplus has been on. the uphill. You
zre budgeting on the basis of an average crop of
150,000 tons of sugar annually, but the crop: has not
tallen below that figure since you based your aver-
aga on that.

The Hon. Premier has made mention of a De-
velopment Fund. Now, what is the policy of the Gov-
ernment as regards development; in what position
does the Government stand in that matter? The Gov-
ernment has not yet appointed the personnel to the
Development Board. In Pakistan, a Development
Board is set up of members of the Legislature with
the Prime Minister as the Chairman; in this island
you will not see this happen,

I will say ‘‘yes’’ to your borrowing money and
I am not really worried over the rate of interest;
because that will depend on the conditions in the
prevailing money market. What I am against is when
you have these important matters to be dealt with
vou give us no information, and as soon as a mem-
ber asks for some information on some particular
thing, somebody thinks he is impertinent for asking
for that information. I am sure members of the
Government would never have agreed to this raising
of a loan unlesy they were given full information on
the financial position of the colony. From the I<sti-
mates which have been laid to-day on the financial
position of the colony for the coming year, I see
several things that are new; and that is why I feel
we should deal with this matter at the same time
as we are going to deal with the Estimates. Why can-
not we deal with it then? You will see all the mat-
ters above the table; not under the table- Do not let
me ever catch you out doing anything underhand;
it you do not play fair and square and above board
you will hear from me. On the other hand, do not
spare me if my life in public is shady,

This clause gives effect to the loan of $6,720,000,
and the Schedule bebind points out that the sum of
$1,920,000 is to be raised for the Deep Water Har-
bour. I do feel that the Deep Water Harbour loan
should not be put in the Bill; it is not the best thing
for that to be put in the Schedule at this time: be-
cause all the facts connected with it have not yet been
completed. The Government is still pursuing certain
things in this matter, and we do not know to what ex-
tent those things will upset the caleculation. What is
the hurry? I am bold enough to say that with the
$1,920,000 which the Government is borrowing for
that purpose, Government cannot undertake to spend
any of it until all the relevant facts are known;
therefore, to put that amount in this Schedule is not
necessary. The Government should come to the House
of Assembly with all the facts on that matter belore
it attempts to borrow anything on it. Any reason-
able man will see that there is no urgency for this
part of the loan; it is something subsequent. T think
it would be better financing policy, if you pay out of
your current budget for some of the things whish
you do not necessarily mneed but which you have
in your loan policy. You have $2,000,000 as surplus
this year; that is a surplus from a budget of $1,300,-
000; vou cannot get away from that faet that that
surplus is something substantial; it is something
fike 20%, when you compare $2,000,000 with $759,-
759 : that is not something to sneeze at.

I am satisfied, Mr. Chairman, that we have a lot
of things to perform ; and that when it comes to taxa-

tion, and public finances, you should budget on the

basis of your expenditure; you should, not budget to-
get $2,000,000 surplus. It is better to use the money
than to say you want $13,000,000 and then collect to-
get $15,000,000. There is no point of your telling.
us that you want $50 but you are only going to spend
$20. Many of us who have to pay Income Tax when
the time comes around, have to get a loan so as to
pay it. 1 do not like the idea off your budgeting for
a surplus of $759,759, and it turns out to be $2,000-
000- That amount of money is what we can put in
for the Deep Water, Harbour. The way the Hon.-
Minister of Finance has put it, suggested tha* all
has been done and all has been known already in this
matter; that is not true. The money for the Deep
Water Harbour was not in the Five Year Plan. You
never even had it down as one of the things you in.
tended to do in this Five Year Period; you put it
down now in this Schedule, and you have not even
gone into the entire financing of the scheme. You have:
not even decided if you want two instead of three
berths, or one instead of three.

If the idea is that you must borrow money here
to let the people in London see that you are going om
vwith your scheme, we can do that; but if you are bor-
rowing a certain amount of money and you cannot
raise all of it here, you will still have to go to the
money market in London. I feel that this amount of
money could have been spared at this time. The hon.
member who introduced this Bill cannot tel} us any-
thing today, because he said that in order to do so
he would have to be a prophet; but he would. have to

be a prophet because you have to prognosticate the-

position of a Government. It is within your previnee
to say something because we want to know what has
led you to bring forward this proposal.

9.40 p.m.

Mr. B. D. MOTTLEY: I believe the views on
this entire matter, (at least the views of the official
Opposition) have already been expressed by the Hon.
Leader of the Opposition in this Assembly. I hope
the Hon. Minister will pay attention to what I am
saying; I believe I can apply a little commonsense
here. I quite agree that we must borrow money; I
differ substantially from many hon. members who
kave already spoken in the views which they have
expressed. I want to ask one or two questions, and
I sincetely hope I will be enlightened. I quite agree
with the policy of borrowing this money, tut the Hon,
Premier has said that in, order to borrow money on
the English market or any other market we should
first show that we at home have confidence in any
scheme on which we are going to embark. I have
heard from time to time views expressed relative to
the savings of people and the investment of money
locally. T suppose the Hon. Minister will be abie to
tell us if any attempt has been made to get
the necessary permission, because I understand that

permission must be granted before money can be’

borrowed for investments on schemes. I would like
to know whether or not any attempt has been made
to borrow this money and catch the rate. I heartily
agree with the Hon. Premier that the matter is at
a speculative stage, and therefore he eannot say what
you can get either here in Barbados or in England.
Do you know why that is s0? What the hon. junior
member for St. Peter has said is true; this country
has been dealt a hard blow in England. We said we
wanted to have a Financial Secretary in Barbados
and 1 think it is bad for the Hon. Premier to get
up in here and say what he has said; if you have
somebody to advise you, surely you would know -vhat
amount you have to raise here; he could say that we

expect to raise 15 per cent of the money in Bar- .
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bados. The Hon. Premier cannot tell us about that
because he has not got any advice on it. I believe
myself that in matters of this sort all sections of
the community should be given the opportunity of
-contributing to them- If you take what happened in
the United States during the War when they were
issuing War Bonds, that is the position, You are go-
ing to raise a loan of $20 million for the construction
of a Deep Water Harbour, and you must raise money
ftor a Housing Scheme; but it strikes me that this
Government in power should not come in here and
.gay ‘‘It is impossible for the Financial Secretary to
advise us on any matters of this sort; now we want
to get somebody to advise us.”” Anybody kmows
what happened during the War; we had a few fin-
ancial wizards around here who could advise you
what to do to feed the people. 'We have not yet got
to the question of our savings here; we have Frieadly
Societies and so on- I am mnot laying down any
poliey; it is for the honourable gentlemen to formu-
late the policy. As a Socialist you should formu-
late a policy by which every man in the country
.ghould be part and parcel of a housing scheme; we
can be advised as to what scheme can be embarked
upon to which people can contribute from a dollar.
You can raise $200,000 and the money can be dis-
tributed among the people; you can work out an
economic policy by which people can contribute
individually. The Hon. Premier has always been a
-classical scholar; he knows nothing about finance,
#nd that is not being offensive to Mr. Manley who
is one of the greatest scholars in the West Indies.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am asking the honour-
avle member to keep to Clause 2 of this Bill and not
ic make any second reading speech-

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Do not take any
-offense.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am asking you to keep
to Clause 2.
9.50 pm.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I expected that thal

would come! I said that everyone would speak and
_.as soon as I got up, I would be asked to withdraw
something. 1 am trying to make a rea,sonable
speech I am not generating any heat.

CHAIRMAN: The time for that reason-
-able speech is past. We are all dealing with Clause
2.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: It was not Clause 2
-when the rest were speaking; that is why thig{House
.does not get any respect; people must wateh this
‘kind of thing. T am suggesting with the greatest
-respect, that the Hon. Premier knows nothing about
finance. When I say that, I will also say that I
“know mnothing about the humanities; that is his line;
he was trained in that. He knows more than any-
- one else, that is why I say it is not intended as an
" jnsult.

I heartily agree with the Government and dis-
agree with those members who say that you should
“not borrow. If you are going to develop this coun-
-try for the benefit of posterity, let them assist in
paying for it. I strongly suwggest to him that if
he has schemes totalling 20 million dollars, he should
not come in this ad hoc way. If the Government
gets an Economic Adviser they would be able to
tell the House that there is the possibility of raising
-s0 much in Barbados over a period of so many years,
judging firom the national revenue and expenditure.
If you carry out such a policy that the man with five
dollars to buy his bonds cannot do so, the Govern-
ment will stand indicted for not allowing every
possible person to assist in the development of the

country. If you igave every man who has five dol-
lars to his credit in the Savings Bank an opportuni-
ty to purchase it in bonds, you will have a better
opportunity of saying to the outside world that you
nave faith in the schemes that yow are embarking
upon.

While I am on my feet, I will say that I have
been watching carefully: the thmgs that are happen-
ing and I am pleased to hear that a Canadian con.
cern had sufficient confidence in this country to
make investments with the Government of Barbados;
but I suggest to the Government to get an Economic
Adviser. What always struck me was that during
the War, every single soul trading in this country
had their profits controlled; but the only people
whom you did not control in that way were Barclays
and the other Banks. People’s profits were reduced;
and although the cost of goods went up by hundreds
per cent, the Bank rate remained the same ay well as
the interest upcn savings.

I am supporting the passing of the section, but
we must ask certain questions. I am not a finaneial
expert; I am in the same position as the hon. mem-
Lers of the Government. I agree with them that we
cannot very well raise a loan if we are going to de-
mand three per cent. or three and a half per cent.
interest, or four per cent. 1 conmsider it very danger-
ous to say that you are speculating withcut the ad-
vice of people scientifically: trained in such matters.
I would be among the first people on the Gpposition
‘who would agree with you if you decided to bring
down an economic expert before embarking on these
schemes totalling 20 million dollars. You bring
down experts when you are dealing with sums far
less than that, and with matters of far less impor-
tance.

The old saymg that the shoemaker should stick
to his lathe is correct. There are people who have
studied economics to such an extent, that after four
weeks in Barbados, they would be able to advise you
as to along what lines you should go. 1 am sure that
the Premier will tell me that before you could im-
press the English Market you had to have confidence
in your own undertaking. Can the Premier tell this
House that it is the policy of the Government to
seek the advice of an Economic Expert to put up
suggestions as to how best to give every man in
this country who would put savings in the Bank to
get 3 per cent on them, an opportunity to invest
five dollars in the Government and get 5
per cent? The only value of money is to be
able to use it when you want it. Some people do
not have a cent, but they have the name and they
can use the money in the bank when they want to
use it. If a man has money to put in the Savings
Bank and he can invest it in the Government and
get five per cent on it, that is what he wants. Do
not sit and say that you have an ineompetent per-
son; (I do not mean incompetent from the point' of
view of keeping books, but from the point of view"
off being able to advise the Government properly) -
it would be better to come and say that you want
gomieone to advise the Government economieally than
to have someone there drawing a big salary: and leav-
ing the Premier in a position like this.

10.00 p.m.

Do not expeet him as Minister of Education,
Finance and all those things to be able to tell you
everything on this matter; he should have his Finan-
cial Secretary to give him chapter and verse on this
matter. You must improve Barbados, and in order
to do so it would take you a tremendous sum off
money ; therefore, you must let the coming genera-
tion assist in paying for it. I am suggesting thatt
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the Hon. Minister of Finance has nobody to advise
him in that matter, There are people who are experts
in this line; there are experts in the economie science
of running a Government, getting the money and
seeing the best way to spend it.

I think on the whole that this loan of 6% mil-
lion dollars is really speculative at the moment. You
cannot say what is the interest you will have to pay
on it, but 1 feel that just as this Government goes
to the country campaigning for election, it can go
to the country: on this matter; every mam, woman,
and child can contribute to this loan. It is shocking
$0 think that your Financial Secretary cannot teii
you what are the savings of people in the various
brackets; there are people in this country who can
tell you anything on that right away. I am shocked
that the Premier has not got that advice. I say
again, (this is not a criticism) but I ask'you again
if any attempt is being made to do what I suggested
relevant to savings here, and if any attempt is being
made to give opportunity to the average working
man to subscribe to this loan so that he can ger
interest of 41%% on his money instead of the 3%
which he now gets from the Banks.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Lest anybody today be-
lieves what the hon. member says, 1 am going to
say it is far from shocking that the Financial Secre-
tary is not able to give that advice. To say that
it is shocking for a Government official not to know
the state of peoples’ incomes, would be to say that
he delves into peoples’ incomes.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Excuse me sir, I have
not said that. 1 said that he should know the sav-
ings of people in the various brackets. That is differ-
ent from saying peoples’ incomes. You know what
are the savings of people from your Revenue; it is
worked out and you know it in the various grades.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: It is too strong a thing
to say of a Government official, in the sense that he
¥s not a Bank Managen; he can only ask what is the
‘money like. Every now and then I do hear Solici-
tors talking of how difficult it is to raise a loan, and
then at another time they say they have a few thous-
and dollars but cannot get anybody to take it from
them. The hon. senior member for the City said
that the Financial Secretary ecould easily discover
that by asking the Bank Managers and the people
who know. I am also inclined to may that if you
ask a couple of real estate agents they would know as
well as Solicitors, because they have money to lend
out too. Let me say that every single Government
on earth must go to the Financiers and ask: ‘‘Is this
a good time to borrow money?’’ People who wrice

" Financial Papers may know something of it because
they move in those cirecles. They are sometimes as

- good as Bank Managers, becauge they are the people
who can tell you when money is tied up or when it
is free.

As regards the other point, I want to say that
it is the poliey of this Government that if the man
in the street wants to subseribe hiy five dollars to
the loan, he can do so. That is not just being politi-
cal. You ought to know that in spite of the bricks and
broken bottles which were thrown at us by peovle
who when we first started said that we were going
to run thiy country into bankruptey, they have had
sufficient faith in the future of Barbados to put every
cent they have in with this Government. Using that
knowledge which we have gained from the contri-
pution to the last two Loan Funds, we think that
this is a reasonable sum which we can raise. '

As regards this policy we have not digcussed
that yet. though we may feel that if you can get
money otherwise you should get it. However, that is
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pot a policy on which I can give you firm informa--

tion. It is not enougl; to say bring in an expert

Economist; if you bring the greatest Kconomist in.

the world into Barbados, he will have to do what the
hon. member would have to do, that is, ask a Solici-
sor. : :

As regardg the attitude of the Govel‘nment,- 1

hope 1 am not saying this too early, but two months.

ago I had certain discussions out of whieh, there is
every good prospect of our getting a United Nations
Economist here to give us advice with regard to the
National Income. [VOICES: Hear! Hear!]

I bave spoken to the Head of the United Nations
Organization who deals with such matters, and 1
think I am not saying too much when I say we are
likely to get a tip-top internationally famous Econ-
omist; but I will still say again, how can he tell what
is your income without geing to the Income Tax Com-
missioner and to the Bank Managers?
mean because he is an internationally famous Econ-
omist, that he can tell you how much money you
are likely to raise if you want to raise a loan next
month. I say again: it is not fair in saying those
things; too often we are too near to our own people
to appreciate their worth. I saw a lot of Mr. Petrie’s.
work when he was our Finameial Secretary, and
there is no doubt that he had a good reputation.

I could not help laughing mp my sleeve last

March when an hon. member, (I think the hon.
senior member for the City, but certainly the homn.

Junior member for St. James who always ridicules.

the Government for not being able to prepare a
Memorandum on the Estimates) said that the one
which was prepared on that year’s Estimates was
different from the others; he thought it was pre-
pared in an Accountant’s Office. It was all written
by Mr. Burrowes, the very derided Financial Secre-
tary. Hon. members are so often fond of throwing
bricks. Let me say that he wrote every line of tha
Memorandum. ~

That was written by Mr. Burrowes the Finan-
cial Secretary -who honourable members are so fond
of throwing bricks at; but because Hon. Mr. Cuke

is on the Executive Committee honourable members.

say that it was written by him.
10.10' p.m.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : The only time I said that
was when the late Governor Sir Alfred Savage wiote
it.

Hon- G. H. ADAMS:
never wrote his own budget.
having these people and paying them good salaries
if they do not do the spade work. I must say that
ike honourable senior member for the City has used
his remarks in such a way as to raise the level of the
debate. I am mnot trying to drive any wedge be-
tween the ranks of the Opposition; there are so
many wedges already driven there that I do not
want to drive another one; but those are the argu-
ments which have to be taken into consideration.
The sum of $40 million is to be raised in five years
and we are merely saying that we should put an
Act on the Statute Book, and when proper people
tell us that it is the appropriate time to borrow
money, then we will borrow it. We get the neces-
sary advice as the Chancellor of the Exchequer gets
his advice from the Finanecial Secretary.

Mr. E- D. MOTTLEY: I do not say thai the
Financial Seeretary can tell you how much money
you should actually borrow here. but he could tell
yvou from what source you could draw and the
amount you could draw. If the actual revenue of
the colony is so much and it is known that vou are
spending so much for the necessities of life, these

Sir Stafford Cripps

It does not.

‘What is the point of

o

»




e

gt
A
WSk

FEBRUARY 22, 1955

571

— =

things are done by the best brains of the colony.
Those are things which I say anybody like a Finan-
cial Secretary will be able to give. You can say we
are drawing from the actual savings in Barbados;
do not fool yourself that you ecannot say what you
can borrow within 20% of what is coming from
Barbados. You can say that on the savings in Bar-
bados you can have so much money here; with the
greatest respect to anybody who advises the Gov-
ernment I would ask these guestions.

Mr. TUDOR: The Hon. Premier has been
more helpful to us now than he has been before;
but I should just like to know whether thls meney
it to be raised locally or overseas.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: 1 have answered that
question about three or four times already; we will
get it from wherever we can. It is now a matter of
Jess than academic interest to talk about shifting
money from here and money from there. Whas has
happened is that a woman would ask her solicitor
‘whether he should take her money from one source
and put it to another

Mr.- TUDOR: Mr. Chairman,——

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I am not giving way to
the honourable member; he has asked me a question
and I have answered it. I say that you must have
some people who must know how much money there
is knocking about the country, and you must us¢
your judgement when they tell you about it. We
will get the money from wherever we can.

Mr. TUDOR: I am still repeating the ques-
tion ; is this money to be raised locally or from over-
seas?

Hon- M. E. COX: Both.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Three minds but with a
single thought.

Mr. LEWIS: One mind is blank! [Laughier.]
10.20 p-m. '
Mr. BARROW: 1 wonder if anybody can,say

that the question which has been asked by the hon-
ourable JII]]IOI’ member for St. Lucy has been an-
swered ? I say that for thls reason ; the Hon. Premier
spoke about people going to Solicitors and so on,
and the Hon. Minister of Communications has said
that the money would be raised both locally and
overseas, but I do not hold him responsible for that;
he cannot be serious.

The senior member for St. Joseph is worried
because three members who have the interest of the
public at heart have gone into this matter carefully,
and gave him an opportunity to show that he is
acquainted with the portfolio which he holds. He
talked nonsense about undergraduates this and that,
and about from this sector to that sector. What
the honourable senior member for the City wants
to tell the House is that Mr- Money at Barclays
Bank and the other Bank Managers and those other
people whom in Barbados they may choose to con-
sult, can tell whether under the provisions of this
Act this money can be raised and at what rase of
interest. I invite members to read the Bill that is
before the House.

Clause 1 says that the Bill may be cited as the
Local Loan Act, 1955. That clause has already heen
passed. Clause 2 says, ‘‘It shall be lawful for the
Governor-in-Executive Committee to raise by the
issue of debentures under the provisions of the Gen-
eral Local Loan Act, 1933 a sum not exceeding ete.”’
Now there are two General Loan Acts- The Premier
is Minister of Finance and when the honourable
junior member for St. Luey got up and asked what
he did, the Premier should have been able to ask
him. ‘‘Can’t vou read,’’ as he is so fond of saving.
But the Premier did not know himself.

Since he did not answer, I gave the honourable
junior member for St. Lucy the privilege of getting
up and asking the question. He asked the question
twice; the Hon- Premier is now looking up the Aect.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: That is not true. ‘L'he
honourable member saw me reading mine and he
got a copy.

Mr. BARROW: Why then is he at Page 400
and not at Page 107 where he should be? I challenge

‘hiny to open the book and say that he is not at Page

400- Now Section 2 of the General Liocal Loan Act,
1933, sets out that that Act shall be applicable only
to loans raised locally in the island. The honour-
able junior member for St. Lucy asked the Premier
twice whether the loan was to be raised overseas or
locally and he could not answer.

‘When he comes to section 38 of the General Loan
and Inscribed Stock Act found on Page 195 of
Volume 5 of the Laws of Barbados which I presume
the Premier has already read, he will find that this
Act shall be applicable only to the raising of loans
in England. In England, not just overseas. There-
fore, if under the Bill before the House the Govern-
ment have come for this money under the Gereral
Local Loan Act, they cannot raise any of that money
in England at all.

The Minister of Communications said that it
could be raised in other places; but he is accustomed
to doing things illegally so he might attempt to do
it. I got up and pointed out that it would be im-
portant to disclose this information about how rauch
of the money they expected to raise from private
investments which were already here, and from
private investments which had been exported over-.
seas, and which you would now call back into the
colony; the Premier could not answer.

Ffarther, the Premier says that Mr. Money at
Barclays Bank (I cannot think of any higher au-
thority in matters of this kind) and the Finanecial
Secretary cannot tell us whether we have six and
three quarter million dollars in Barbados. That is
a serious indictment on the Financial Secretary
and on the experts whom he gratuitously consults
and insults at the same time by making remarks
like that. That is the only import of the question
raised by the honourable junior member for St.
I.ucy and the observations that I made before..

Here you have a Minister of Flinance who is so
fond of attacking people and the honourable junior
member for St. Lucy leaving himself wide open to
attack, opened to being asked ‘‘Can’t you read!”’
The honourable member asked whether the loan is
to be raised locally or overseas and all that the
Premier had to ask him was, ¢“Can’t you read?’’
Can you not see thati it is a Liocal Toan Act?”’ But
the Premier instead of asking that, talked about
undergraduates and academic arguments.

It ig very important to know if this money is to
be raised locally; it is very important that members:
of the House should know. Granted that the Fin-
ancial Secretary is so incompetent that he has tor
consult someone better qualified than himself? even
if that is so, does it mean that the Minister of Fin-
ance of this colony is not even briefed by the Fin-
ancial Secretary to the effect that this is a ocal
loan? It means that after all the searching up and
investigation, the Financial Seeretary cannot tell
the Minister of Finarice that they told him so and
0.

We asked how much it is estimated that there
is hidden in old stockings and how much in thr
Bank. and how much is money that has Peen alreadv
invested year after vear in this island: those are
the things we wanted to know, and in that respect
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one must not view the observations of the honour-
able junior member for the City to be as pointless
as they might have appeared to be before the hon-
ourabie junior member for St. Lucy gave the P’rem-
ier an opportunity to expose himself as not having
been carerully and thoroughly briefed in this par-
ticular matter, and having to search for the Aect
from. the Index before him,

I say and still say, that he had this Act before
him and could not reply to the honourable junior
mewber for St. Lucy; and the Minister of Communi-
cations said that it was to be both a local and over-
seas loan when the Aet says that it is a Liocal Loan
Act, although Section 2 of the General Loan Act,
‘1933 forbids the Government to raise a loan over-
seas when they come for it under this Aet. If
‘you look at the General Local Loan Act, 1933, you
see that it does not mention overseas at all.

That is the position now. Let him get up and
abuse for the whole night; it will wash over my
head like the waves around the breakwater at the
Pier Head.

10.30 p.m.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I have a few mat-
ters to clear up. The Hon. Premier has included me
in the distinguished company of Bachelors of Science;
1 have been accused of conniving with such members
of this Chamber., However what I am going to say
is, that Socialist Governments do not go to ask ques-
tions of Bank Managers or go to money markets;
they control those things. The Hon. Premier will
remember that when the Socialist Government of
Great Britain was in power, and it wanted to nation-
alise certain things, the first thing it nationalised was
the Bank of England. The only thing which this Giov-
ernment knows about banking is what you see in
the Memorandum on the Flive Year Plan; and that is,
it is to bank $1,000,000. It has increased the amount
that has been deposited and is giving a higher rate of
interest. I still maintain sir, (in spite of what I
have heard from my colleagues, if I may call them
go) that this is a capitalistic way of financing any-
thing: for a Socialist Government to say thai it
raised $2,000,000 last year, and it can raise $6,000,.
000 this year by way of a loan from the people whom
they are supposed to be taxing. There must be an-
other method of getting this money. I am not say-
ing you should not raise the loan at all; something is
wrong ; you should either get it in taxes or the peo-
ple should be using it to develop the place in their
own interest.

Mr. Chairman, it might serve a useful purpose if
I read from Paragraphs 63, 64, and; 65 of the Memo-
randum of the Five Year Plan of Development and
taxation. This is headed Government Loans. It
says:—‘As stated earlier, there is presently an ac-
count designated *‘ Advances pending the raising of
loans’’ amounting to roughly $2,000,000. Tt is pro-
Tosed to endeavour to raise this amount locally in the
immediate future.’’

““64. Tt is almost certain that the whole of the
$6,000,000 for the new loan programme will have to
be raised overseas, although local investors should be
given the opportunity to participate. The approval
of Her Majesty’s Government to the ioan issue will
bave to be obtained.’’

“If the local loan (paragraph 63) is successful,
it may not be mecessary to raise an overseas loan
for two or three years and then it may be possible
to limit the issue to $3,000,000 and give later con-
sideration to the requirements of the situation.”’

“65. There are fairly substantial balances in
various Government funds which seek investment
overseas from time to time. Tt is prudent policy
to spread such investment, but the Governiment con-

siders it would be legitimate and appropriate for a
small part, say a quarter, of these funds to be in-
vested in the proposed local and overseas loan. The
matter is being investigated.’’

*‘In addition it is hoped that the banks operat-
ing in Barbados will give some support to the loans
and also that the Caribbean Currency Board will con-
sider a similar investment.’’

You have changed your tune entirely by what
you are doing now. You are making this a loeal
loan, and you have come for even more than $6,000,-
000. Do not fool yourself about Insurance (om-
panies in Canada which took up some of your last
loans; do not forget that they are getting $1.73 for
your, dollar; so it will pay them. If they say the
economic recovery of the sterling area might im-
prove to such an extent, it will pay them to send some
out now. Not only that these Insurance Companies
will have to pay 78c. to send out a dollar, and if
they can get you to borrow it, of course they will
lend you; that is what they have sucked out of the
local people; it is not their own money; it is money
which they get from the premiums which the people
here are paying.

Mr. Chairman, I feel that so far as the Har-
bour Scheme is concerned, you should have a speecial
Loan Aect for that purpose. As the Hon. Premier
himself has said, the people in England are willing
to lend you money for that purpose. Why are you
trying to inject into yourself some sort of confidence
in the scheme by saying you are raising the sum of
$4,000.00 to invest in it; I do not see the sense in that
at all. From the different seraps of information
which you gave about it, you have said that they
are willing to extend to you the facilities of the
external bodies. That means that you will have to
get permission from them to do so. You have also
said that they have suggested to build a swmaller
harbour; but you have not said that if you decided
to build a larger one, that they will not lend you the
money. I do not see any sense of having something
for this Harbour scheme in this Bill at all; it is
only going to encourage you to borrow more money
than you should. I would like to have an explana-
tion of how this money for the Harbour scheme
managed to be put into this Schedule. There is a
sub-paragraph to paragraph 64, which says. ‘‘If the
local loan (paragraph 63) is sucecessful, it may not
be necessary to raise an overseas loan for two. or
three years, and then it may be possible to limit the
issue to $3,000,000 and give later comsideration to
the requirements of the situation.’” That is what
you have said.

‘The Hon. Premier is always willing to thank
my colleague the honourable senior member for the
City, for any suggestions he makes. He talks about
poor people, and the way they will benefit if they
are allowed to take up part of this loan. I do not
know how they will benefit, because they will have
to provide the interest which they pay themsclves.
If you wish the poor man to participate when the
issue is advertised, you will have to regulate the
denomination of the debenture; that is, you can
make some £1,000, and some 10/-; the poor man
will be able to participate by buying a 10/- deben-
ture. I see greatness being thrust on this Govern-
ment by the Government of Jamaica coming into
the Fastern Currency division; I know that it is a
vlan of Mr. Manley to have a controlling Bank for
the area: so we ean look forward to that.

10.40 p.m.

Sir, the Hon. Premier has not told us whether
he has made available to himself all the information
he can get; and T quite agree with him that in the
circumstances you will have to go outside for this
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money, because there are outside influences control-
ling the finance. The Government does not control
it because it is not socialistic enough to know how
to do that. The Hon. Premier has not said what the
information which he has got is, if he has gone
around; he has not said whether he will get this
$6 million locally. Certainly when he got up just
#iow he could have said that the information is so
and so, but he has not said it. It is a mistake to say
that you are acting as other people act; Mr. Butler
is in a position to manipulate the Bank Rate, to
make people spend their money, and so on. At any
time he wants money he can see to it that it is left
where he wants it; he can encourage spending and
he can encourage saving; but the Barbados Govern-
ment cannot do anything like that, so that they have
to get their information in another way. I ask: are
they getting this money locally or are they getting
it from some Canadian Insurance Compamny who is
lending so much and getting so much more for it?

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Whether the honourable
senior member for St. George speaks out or mot, I
have contributed to it by remaining silent when he
profounded some of the most preposterous principles
of law you could have heard; if I were to show the
utter uselessness of the propositions which he makes
in this House, a lot of his clients would leave him.
The Local Loan Bill which we are passing tonight
is in the usual form as other Loan Acts. Except for
the sums of money and the items in the Schedule,
it is in same form as the 1953 Act and it is the same
as any other Act for this purpose. The hon. member
has purported to say that I was lying and that I did

- not have a book open before me, but he meant to

laugh at the Hon. Minister of Communieations when
the Hon. Minister said ‘‘both’’. Because the hon.
member has been called to the Bar he is not a lawyer;
he reads the law and does not understand it.

Mr. BARROW : 1 invited the hon, member to
open the book and show me. I was merely point-
ing out that this is a Local Loan Bill, and I pointed

-out that the hon. member did not amswer the hon.
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junior member for St. Lucy in the way I would ex-
peet him to answer. However I am asking the Hon.
Premier to withdraw that.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I withdraw it. »

Mr. BARROW: Well, do not do that at all
man! The next time he does that Mr. Chairman, I
will not appeal to you.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: T do not fight——

Mr. BARROW: Is the hon. member inviting
me to fight now?

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I do not mean a physieal
fight. 1 might be quoted again and again; but
if T were to correct the hon. member’s bad law ov.r
and over again, what sort of practice would he have?
He tried to suggest that we do not know what we
are doing, but I started out by saying that this is
the usual Local Loan Bill. The hon. member is be-
ing instructed by the hon. junior member for St.
Luey who once had been to the Middle Temple! It
is not because Ministers are attacked that they are
wrong; they may be wrong in not answering back.
The word ‘‘local’’ fools the layman who thinks that
vou are only callecting money locally; so he gets up
and asks whether we intend to raise this money lo-
cally or otherwise. He gets up again and I replied
that we hope to get money both locally and overseas.
Not content with that hon. members discovered that
the word ‘‘locally’’ was used and therefore the Pre-
mier does not know what it means. On the next oc-
casion the hon. member opens a law book and sees
something he should ask the hon. senior member for
St. Luey what it means before he gives a legal opin-
ion. From the last $2 million loan we can reasom-

ably hope in the next five years (God knows what
will happen in the next five years) to raise $6,720,-
000. Some of the provision is in the next three years,
some in the fifth year and so on; but as things have
been going, the time in which we collected $2 million,
it looks as if we can borrow $6,720,000. How can we
tell how many old stockings there are with some old
sovereigns tied up in them? We can only say that
by the way in which we collected these two portions
of our money, . we feel that we are not overdoing it.
if we say that we can raise this $6,720,000.

I.went on to say that people cutside who had
some sort of faith in Barbades, will take up some
of the loan as they did before. The hon. member
proceeded to make out what a wonderful lawyer he
is; I will say no more about that. All of us were
once young, and possibly sometimes some of us might
have been over enthusiastic and over optimistic. I
suppose that it ‘is a question of a person’s disposi-
tion; but some of us although young, or when we
were young, still insert a saving clause in what we
say. It is not for me to teach the hon. member how
te grow up.

I suppose that I do owe the hon. junior mem-
ber for the City some answer. But I have talked
so much that I might have forgotten what his point
was. If he has not been answered and he asks the
question again, I will be glad to give him some
answer.

10.50 p.m.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The Premier said that
as far as this Bill was concerned, anyone from over-
seas could send here to X, Y or Z. That means that
this money can be raised in that way. But can we
actually go to the London Market for this money?

Mr. BARROW: I just want to say this: be-

fore I sat down 1 said that I knew the Premier.

would try to wriggle out of it, and try to abuse peo- .
ple. It is strange that if he was so fully seized with
the facts of the matter he did not get up and an-
swer the hon, junior member for St. Luey.

In an impoverished island like Barbados, we are
asked to believe that we have six and three quar-
ter million dollars lying down hidden in old stock-
ings, while when we wanted six million dollars it
was an overseas loan. The Premier mow admits that
this is a local loan which I feel was not intended,
but is due to the ineptitude of someone in the Ad-
riinistration and an oversicht on the part of the
Executive; because the hon. senior member for St.
Michael said it was to be raised both locally and
overseas; and the Premier, even attacked the hon.
junior member for St. Lmey for sneering at the
Minister of Communications.

I pointed out that if this loan was raised both
locally and overseas it would be illegal, because it
definitely says that it omly applies to Barbados. I
can well see in advance how the Government is go-
ing to get out of this; they will come back to the
House under the General Lioan and Inscribed Stock
Act and say they were over optimistic over the
amount they could raise locally; they can only raise
two million dollars loeally and therefore they have
to go overseas. Within six months they will come
back and say that.

It seems to me that all the strictures made by
the hon. junior member for the City are now justi-
fied; the Government has been caught in the net of
its own contradictions. At the time of the Five
Year Plan they said they anticipated they could
raise two million dollars locally, and that there would
be a further loan of six million dollars which would
be raised overseas—in other words raised in London.
Do not mind the diatribe which we hear; that is -
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only for the gallery; we are talking about serious
finance, not undergraduate finance.

What was significant was the way in which the
Minister of Finance was manoeuvred inte making
the admissions that he has now made., We merely
asked questions and pointed out that this was a lo-
cal -loan, there being the possibility that the Gov-
ernment might have been inspired by the response
of the gemeral public in 1953, and had now become
convinced that there was a large surplus of unin-
vested savings hidden away in old stockings, tin tots
and in sundry other corners throughout the lemgth
and breadth of the island; and that therefore the
prognostications made in 1951 were incorrect as to
the extent to which it would be necessary to raise
this momey overseas. But the Five Year Plan said
it was to be an overseas loan.

Surely one would have expected that either in
the introductory remarks of the Premier himself and
in any case as a result of the questioning of the
hon. junior member for St. Luecy, that the Premier,
having been fully seized of all the facts and the
Jdaw, being such a superior being in matters financial
and legal, would have said to members of the House
that the Government have made a substantial change
in the policy laid down in the Five Year Plam, be-
cause they had information (and that is where the
points made by the hon. senior member for the City
were relevant) they had certain information om the
strength of which they changed from an overseas
loan to a local loan.

The Premier has become so enmeshed in the il-
logicality of his own arguments which were for the
purpose of stiffling the debate rather than enlighten-
ing the House and the general public, how can we
stand for that behaviour if we have any sense of poli-
tical morality ? I only hope for a full copy of these
Debates, so that the people in London, in New York
and in Washington and people in high Government
gircles in this island can fully study the Debates
which take place on; this floor of this House, anc see
whether a Minister or anyone is justified in getting up
and making remarks which he does not intend to
substantiate and which he immediately withdraws,
and which do not deal with the important finaneial
business of the Government in a fit and proper man-
ner. ,

The Minister said that the money can come from
overseas. Hag he ever heard of the Capital Issues
Committee? T will refer him back to Paragraph
63 and onwards of the Five Year Plan; let him read
that and then deny that what I say is wrong. Did
not the Minister say when he presented that Plan
that they would have to go and ask the British Gov-
ernment for permission to raise the $6,000,000 loan?
That is all T want to know.

Look at paragraph 63; go down the page and
see whether that was not stated. I am speaking from
memory ; I eannot profess like the Hon, Premier that
I have it in front of me. Is not it important that
having stated that you were going to borrow $6,000-
000 from overseas and now you are saying you are
going to raise it locally 2 Does it mean so little to you
when you change the whole policy of raising this
money from an overseas loan to a local loan which
would have a direct bearing on the economy ang
level of employment in this island? You are making
an important change like that, and apart from the
vulgar abuse which you have given vent to, you do
mot think it necessary to answer that question. What-
ever I say, T can stand up like a man and give
chapter and verse to justify it. Is he telling me
that because I drew attention to the provision of the
Local Loan Act of 1953 that my interpretation of
that law of Barbados is wrong? Is he saying that

this is an overseas loan or that this in the final an-
alysis must come out of the investments of this
island? Is it as problematical as he is saying it; as
if a fairy would come and wave a wand and drop
a pot of gold? Does he realise that the Capital
Issueg Committee has been the one stumbling block

in the way of colonial territories for a very long

time? Does he know that not even a company in
England can set up a branch in Barbados without
the sanction of the Capital Issues Committee, far
less to export money to Barbados. He is the Minis-
ter of Finance so he should know all of those things.
He can only show off his vocabulary of abuse; he
cannot show off his vocabulary of financial issues.
He knows neither the nature nor the quality of what
Le is doing; he does not know right or wrong He
says he wants a fight; I will enjoy it: He attacks my
reputation and my ability in my profession, but he
ras no profession to stand up to, and he has to with-
draw it. He is saying, and he has said it so often
that I should be in the Almshouse already. He said
he does not want to do so and so; but there are times
he does not want to do so and so. Despite the fact
he got in Queen’s Park and said, ‘‘you were starv-
ing—’’ :

Mr. CHAIRMAN: It is time the honourable
member stop that and speak on Clause 2.

Mr. BARROW: When you look at Clause 2,
Mr. Chairman, the facts are that this is still a general
local loan Bill whether you like it or not. A lot of
people will probably feel, and with some justifica-
tion, that their inoney is in the Banks, but that is
not true. In England only 8% of the people’s money
is actually kept in the Banks, the balance ig invested
from time to time. At one time just before the War
they did not even have 8% in the Banks and they
had to pass a speecial Act regulating that the ratio of
cash which should be in the Banks should not fall
below 8% of the amount which was put in. The
whole secret of this is, that Banks make money by
lending out your money, not their money. Of course
thig is not any object lesson in, the theory of banking,
but I would say that 6% million dollars can hardly
be in the Banks of this colony, at least not for long
term loans. The Hon. Minister has not told us that.
the Solicitors who advise him on matters of finance,
have in their possession something to show that a
loan of 634 million dollars could be raised locally.
I doubt whether $670,000 can be raised locally from
the aggregate funds available to Solicitors. Is this
Government suggesting that the money is in mat-
tresses and old tots. I wonder if its Solicitors have
come to that conclusion. If the Hon. Minister of
Finance does not want to speculate, he should not
change from an overseas loan to a local loan. The
whole difficulty about this thing is that the Govern-
ment has got down into a morasg of ineptitude. We
have a lot of highly qualified West Indians not nee-
cessarily in Barbados, who would do this job muck
better than it is now being done by those who are
advising the Government. They will come here and
do the job if you pay them money; but this Gov-
ernment does not want them, and for the simple
reason that they do not think people like you and 1
should have a privileged position such as that. It
is a fact that you can get highly qualified West

Indians to do this job. There are people within the

area like certain Civil Servants in Jamaiea; T do
rot care to call their names; the Ministers know well
to whom T have referred. Some of them have dis-
played their ability at conferences. The Trinidad
Civil Service is overcrowded with financial wizards
who would be glad to get a job like this one in Bar-
bados. Even in Grenada you get the odd genius
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4urning up in this sphere. We want somebody like
the Adjutant of the Volunteer Force to do it; we
will give him the job and then say how loyal we are,
but that is not getting us anywhere at all. That is
why you are getting so much incompetence in this
administration, as can be seen in Bills which are
being placed before members in this Chamber from
time to time. I want the Hon. Minister of Finance to
read it over again; I am inviting him to read it
three times for a better understanding and then let
him answer me. When the Hon. Minister finishes
abusing me for the fourth time, perhaps we can get

- the answer to this question.

11.10 p.m.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The hon. member has
spoken. at great length and he has accused the Gov-
ernment of having a distinct poliey in the Five Year
Plan for getting this Loan overseas, and it would
mean our passing a law saying on what terms we
would get this money and going to London and being
told on what terms to get it. I did not answer the
hon. junior member for St. Luey first, but the whole
tenor of my address this afternoon, is that you are
passing this Local Loan Bill but we hope to ght
some money from abroad. Now he accused the Gov-
ernment of talking about $2 million being overseas;
whereas the position is just the reverse, because we
have not said that we are taking $2 million locally
and $6 million overseas in the sense that you have
to go to iLondon and ask to be allowed to borrow
money. 1 will,go through the Five Year Plan para-
graph by paragraph. We started out by saying this
in the Five Year Plan:

““‘The solution cannot be complete, but the Gov-
ernment considers that a bold plan of development
is essential at this stage. It recognises that the Plan
will to a great extent depend on the ability of the
Government to raise Loan Funds both in the Island
and overseas. It is essential therefore that the Plan
should give confidence to investors, otherwise under-
writers would not sponsor a loan issue—exeept per-
haps at rates uneconomic to the Government.’’” That
ic clear. If you go to London or. Canada to borrow
money—if you go from outside the sterling area you
must, unless you can create confidence, pay 5 or 6 %.
Then paragraph 7 of the Memorandum begins ‘‘The
plan of development must be linked with taxation
rroposals’’ and so on, then over the page at paragraph
9 of the memorandum we say this:

“Taking into consideration the present known
commitments of the Government and the recurrent
costs of the plan, the Government proposes to obtain
by additional revenue ($1,500,000) and by decreased
expenditure ($615,125), a total amount of the order
of $2,100,000 a year. The position will have to be
reviewed in January, 1955.”’

We pass by oil in the next paragraph and we
come to the Deep Water Harbour which is paragraph
12. Now on page 4 of the Memorandum this is what
we say at paracraph 25:.— ,

““The supplementary expenditure proposals for
195253 will be submitted at an early date.

Then paragraph 26 :—

“‘T4 is hoped to raise a loan of $2,000,000 locally
to cover the loan expenditure presently charged to
an Advances Account. It wil] not be necessary or
expedient to raise at once the additional proposed
loan expenditure approximating $6,000,000. At this
stage, it appears that the new loan proposals could
be financed during thée next two years from Govern-
ment funds and by short-tern borrowing, but it will
Te mecessary to keep the cash position continually
vnder review.’’

Show me the declaration that $2,000,000 will be

raised from loeal funds which, T repeat might be !

coming from Trinidad, Canada or anywhere else}

' Up to that page of the Memorandum is there amny

suggestion that we are laying down a definite policy
that we are going abroad? ’

Mr. BARROW: I did not ask the hon. Premier
to read the Memorandum on the Five Year Plan;
I told him to go straight to paragraph 63. I did
not tell him to go through the Memorandum page by
page; I told him to open the book and stop me if T
am wrong. I told him to go to paragraph 63 and
read it. o

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Some lawyers like to tell
people how to run their, case, that is why they always
remain at the bottom round of the ladder. I promised
the Committee to show that no where in the Five
year Plan have we specifically said that $2;000,000
would be raised locally and that we would go abroad
tor $6,000,000. For the benefit of honourable members
of the Committee who are not interrupting me—
You can see how the mind of the hon. senior member
for St. George works. Long before the hon. member
got to paragraph 62 I had paragraph 63 before me.
You hear a sentence coming out of the hon. member’s
rrouth and you can bet what the next sentence is. On
page 4 of the Memorandum we pointed out that it
is hoped to raise this money locally and so on, and
that it will be necessary to keep the edish position
continually under review. That was the attitude of
the Government. [Mr. BARROW : Go to paragraphs
63 and 64]. In spite of the interruption, I will say
there is nothing I will read which will not be relative
to the matter.

Mr. LEWIS: Read paragraph 27.

11.20 p.m.
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I will read paragraphs
27, 63 and 64.

Paragraph 27 says, that special arrangements
vill have to be made regarding the financing of the
Harbour Scheme; what is wrong with that? The hon,
senior member for St. George said that we were
going abroad for $6,000,000. Paragraph 63, of the
Five Year Plan states: ‘‘As stated earlier, there is
presently an account designated ‘‘Advances pend-
ing the raising of loans’’ amounting to roughly
$2,000,000. Tt is proposed to endeavour to raise this
amount locally in the immediate future.”

Section 64, says that ‘‘It is almost certain that
the whole of the $6,000,000 for the new loan pro-
gramme will have to be raised overseas although
local investors should be given the opportunity to
participate.”” Tell me how does that mean that there
is a decided policy that we will go overseas and not
jocally. The section ‘goes on to say that, *‘the
approval of Her Majesty’s -Government to the loan
issue will have to be obtained.”’

‘What is the use of suggesting that perhaps I
never heard of the Capital Issues Committee? None
of us should be a member of the House if we did
not know of that. [Mr. BARROW : Ask Cox if he
knows!] (Laughter). I am going .carefully. Para-
graph 64 continues, ‘‘If the local loan (paragraph
63) is successful, it may not be necessary to raise an
cverseas loan for two or three years and then it may
be possibility to limit the issue to $3,000,000 and give
later consideration to the reguirements of the situ~
ation.”’

Then we come to Paragraph 65, which says;
Government funds which seek investment overseas
from time to time. Tt is prudent policy to spread
gsueh investment, but the Government considers it
would be legitimate and appropriate for a small part,
say a quarter of these funds to be invested in the pro-
posed local and overseas loan. The matter is being
investigated.’’ o
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When we wrote that we were being careful. How

éuuld we tell what would happen two or three years,

let alone five years henee? In 1952, we were saying
that advances pending the raising of loans amounted
to roughly $2,000,000, angd it was proposed to endeav-
our to raise the amount locally in the near future.
I repeat, that in 1952, we were only talking about
$10,000,000 a year; we said that we could not ob-
viously raise it all loecally, but we must give Hocal
people an opportunity of participating. Then the
Fon. member gets up and says that we are departing
from the principle laid down that we borrow $2,000,-
000 locally and go overseas as distinet from issuing
a local loan of $6,000,000; where did we make a pro-
nouncement to that effect?

The original confusion came from the hon.
Junior member for St. Lucy and the hon. senior mem-
ber for St. Lucy and the hon. senior member for St.
George reading the words ‘‘local loan’’ and think-
ing that you could not take money from people
abroad who wanted to invest it in Barbados. Because
the hon. members.read the words ‘‘local loan’’ they
rejoiced; but they are two vastly different things.
‘We publish in the newspapers, print debenture
forms, and ask people to take them up. So far we
have not changed the Aect, but I can well see if it is
possible to lower it from the £10 that appears in the
Act and change it to $5. It may be feasible to change
it because there may be some people who can only
raise $5 and who do not choose to go into a combina-
tion with nine others to raise $50 between them.
There is a vast difference between printing dcben-
tures, calling for people to take them up, setting out
the terms under which you expect to get the money,
and going to London and having to lister to the
terms under which other people are willing to lend.

I got up, Mr. Chairman, purely to point out to
members ofl the Committee that far from our having
a specific policy from which we are now departing,
it would not have mattered two pence if in 1952 we
felt that we would not have to go abroad and il we
felt differently now. But we did not say such a thing.
In 1955, accordingly to the information we have got,
we think that in five year’s time we can borrow
$6,700,000, and we will do so whenever possible and
decording to how the necessity for borrowing arises.

‘Who would be happier than members of the
Government to drop everything we had written here,
if we had a wind-fall and did not have to rely on
borrowing or on taxes? But we were careful to point
out that we could not guess so far ahead and there-
fore, we will keep the situation under review.

Mr. Chairman, even if I am tempted to speak
again, wild horses will not make me speak again.

Mr. LEWIS: While the Premier was spedking,
I was thinking what a pleasure it would be to hear
him on the other side reading those same words and
putting the emphasis where it belongs.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I do not eare if the hon.
wember gnswers me or not. I spoke about this Deep
‘Water Harbour. I repeat that all the Five Year Plan
says about the Deep Water Harbour is that special
arrangements will have to be made regarding the
financing of the Harbour Scheme ; that is what I want
to tell members of the Government. There i no
place in the Five Year Plan, even in the relation to
the $6,000,000 that we are dealing with, that the
Deep Water Harbour is mentioned. In the plan we
see mention made of the Barbados Development
Board, $1,000,000; the Peasants Lioan Bank, $150 -
000 ; Motor Tractors, $120,000; Pig Breeding, $6,000;
the Mental Hospital Farm, $33,000; ete. Then there
are schemes under investigation such as a Central
Milk Depot, an Abattoir and Cold Storage ete.

Now, it goes on to say Wha,t you propose to do
under- these heads; which meant that the $6,000,000
was going to be used to finance those schemes that
the Government put in the Five Year Plan in such
detail. On the other hand there was no mention in
the Five Year Plan that you were going to borrow
money under that plan for the Harbour Scheme. If
the Government is amending the Five Year Plan. let
them say so. Do not tell us on one occasion that you
cannot do anything apart from what is in the Five
Year Plan unless you find oil, and then tell us some-
thing else on another occasion. Find oil where? There
is oil lots of places.

11.30 p.m.
You have not struck any oil yet, but you have

in this Schedule to this Bill §1,920,000 for the Deep

Water Harbour Scheme. Why have you put that in
this Five Year Development Programme? You said
in your Five Year Development Plan that you were
going to raise a loan of $6,000,000, to do certain
things. What are the things in that plan that you
do not propose to do, now that you are going to im-
plement the Deep Water Harbour Scheme? You
must have left out some things to do that. The Hon.

Minister said, that there are other schemes which were

not in the Five Year Plan; you cannot have a Iive
Year Programme which you put as a guide to the

Legislature and the public, and then within the

period you change it and do not say the reasons why
you amended your schemes. It is our Jintention now
to amend the loan scheme for 634 million dollars.
You said in the Five Year Plan that you intended
to have a Capital programme of $16,500,000, and you
intended to make it up in this way :—

(a) Loan Funds $6,000,000
(b) Awvailable Flunds

(1) General .. 6,500,000

(ii) Labour We]fare Fund 3,500,000

(ii1) Speecial Funds 500,000

$16,500,000

You have raised a loan of $2,000,000 already.
You now say you are going to raise another loan of
$634 million, and you are raising it in a different
way from what you said in your previous plan; yet
you are saying that it needs no explanation. It means

hat anything which you have written in the Memo-
randum on the Five Year Plan of Development and
Taxation does not worth the paper on which it was
written. You have not said to-day, what are the
tkings you proposesto leave out of your original plan.
How can you put in something for the Deep Water
Harbour Seheme and stil] earry out the other things

which you intend to do inm the Five Year Plan? Tt is

clear that you do not intend to earry out all that you
have said before.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, for all that the
Hon. Premier has said (I mean all with the exception
of the vile abuse of certain hon. members) this House
need not have any fear about the financing of the
Deep Water Harbour. Clearly, from the extract, the
emphasis is for an overseas loan to finance that pro-
ject. T therefore, beg to move the following amend-
rient that in Clause 2, Section 1, lines 4 and 3 the
following words be deleted “six million, seven hun-
dred and twenty thousand dollars’’, and the follow-
ing ba substituted ‘‘five million dollars.”’

Mr. BARROW : I have already talked a lot,
Mr. Chairman, but I will have to say something
more.

- This is going to materially affect the future .
debates in this House. because the Five Year Plan .

‘%r o ;
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was for an expenditure in the vicinity of $16,000,000.
Now, we are told we are going to have to make pro-
vision for the Deep Water Harbour Scheme and
other Developments and Welfare Schemes totalling
$40,000,000. I was one of the first persons who said,
that we should have a Deep Water Harbour, and
the proposals by your Development co-operation were
clearly set out. The implication is that the taxpayers
are going to be involved in a recurrent expenditure
of some $1,800,000 if we are going to raise $40,000,000
at 4%4%. [A VOICE: Who said that?] Where are
we going to get it from then? However, I do not
want them to think that the mere fact that they
brought down a Bill here tonight, the first item of
which is for an amount of $1,920,000 or £400,000 for
the Deep Water Harbour Scheme, that it would mean
if they come down with any bogus or fantastic
scheme for it they will get support on the ground
that we have voted this tokem amount for it. The
Government itself said (whether they said it advis-
ably or after mature consideration) that the Deep
Water Harbour should be self-supporting and they
would set up a Committee for that purpose. have
already made observation on the method of financing
it. The Deep Water Harbour Scheme was not placed
in the Five Year Plan. I am one who want to estab-
lish my position up to the hilt, and clearly. This
is a most insidious way of bringing forward some-
thing and I do not want anyone to think that they
can do it in this manner and get away with it. Full
details have not been fully considered as regards the
manner in which they proposed to implement this

" scheme; they have not been put forward in this

House.
11.40 p.m.

It would be under the $6 million overseas loan
and I underlined the word overseas. The Develop-
ment Board was there and that should have come
even before the Five Year Plan itself. We are not
quibbling about this loan, but this is not the proper
way to start talking about the Deep Water Harbour.
The first intimation that we got that the Government
was building the East Coast road was in a debate
on the Spa road, when they said that it was some-
thing to do with the East Coast Road; no indieation
has been given in this House by the Government
that they intended to build the Bast Coast Road
until the matter of the Spa Road came up, and now
they mention the Deep Water Harbour when they
are floating a $6 million overseas loan. Why eome

with this loan when you have always regarded the
Deep Water Harbour as a separate and distinet
project, and one which must be financed independ-
ently because you went so far as to say ‘‘I do mnot
see the feasibility of it that it will be a self-support-
ing proposition.”” My only purpose in rising again
is to protect the right of members of this House
whenever this matter comes up to argee or disagree
with the specific recommendations which are put
before thig House.

The question that Clause 2 stand parit of the
Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

Clause 3 was called and passed.

The Schedule was colled and agreed to.

The Preamble was called and passed.

On the motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded
by Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS, the CHAIRMAN fre-
ported the passing of the Bill in Commiliee.

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reporied
accordingly.

On motions of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded by
Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS in each case the Bill
wars read a third time and passed

ADJOURNMENT

The Order Paper having been fized,

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker,
we propose to start the Estimates at the next meet-
ing of this House; and in view of the fact that the
Hon. Premier has to go to Trinidad on the 13th -
instant to attend the Federation Conference, we pro-
pose to sit as often as we can in order to get through
the Hstimates before the 13th instant. There is a
thin House now, but I wanted to say that in order
to get through the Estimates, we would sit at 12
o’clock noon next Tuesday. However, I think we
should leave the hour at 3 o’clock p.m. for next
Tuesday, and after Tuesday the House will decide
whether we will sit at 12 o’clock noon on other days.
I now beg to move that this House do now adjourn
until this day week at 3 o’clock p.m.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: T beg to second that.

The question that this House do mow adjourn
wntil this day week at 3 o’clock p.m. was put and
resolved in the affirmative without division and Mr.
SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly.
11.52 p.m.






