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THE 

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesd,ay, 12th July, 1955. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Axsem- 

bly met a t  3 o'clock p.m. to-day. 

Present 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker) ; 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS, C.N.G., Q.C., B.A., (Premier) ; 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. GUMMINS, (M.lvister of Soak2 
Be~vvioes) ; His Honour Mr. A. E. S. LEWIS, (Dewty  
Spmkw) ;  Hon. M. ,E. Cox, (iwimister of Cornmu- 
micatims, Works amd Housimg) ; Mr. L. E. SMITH, 
J.P., (Chairman op Cmmcittees) ; Mr. F! L. WAL- 
c o n ,  O.B.E., Hon. R. G. MAFP, (Minister of Track, 
Industry amcl Labour) ; Mr. T. 0. BRYAN, Mr. F. C. 
GODDARD, (header of the Oppositwm) ; Mr. F. E .  
M u m ,  Mr. J. C .  MOTTLEP, Mr. E. ST. A. HOLUIER, 
Hon. C. E. TALMA, (Milzister of Ay.rimlture, L& 
amd f ihe r i e s )  ; and Mrs. E. E.  BOURNE. 

Prayers mere read. 

PAPERS LAID 

Hon. M. E.  COX: Mr. S@eaker, I beg to lay the 
f o l l o ~ l l g  : 

Report of the Committee appointed to investi- 
gate the claims of the 'Bus Concessionaires -for an 
increase in bus fares and to make recommendations 
to the Government. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Hon. R. G. NAPP:  Mr. Speaker, I beg to give 
notice of the following Resolution : 

Resolution to sandion the Regulations entitled 
"The Exportation (D~awback of Duties on Manu- 
factured Articles) Regulations, 1955". 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker, I b'eg to give 
notice of the following : 

Bill t o  amend the Technical Assistance (Taxa- 
tion Relief) Act, 1955. 

MOTION FOR RESCISSION OF VOTE 
RE MR. TUDOR 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I wish to  draw 
tbe attention of Your Honour and of this House to 

the fact that on the last occasion towards the end 
of the meeting, a motion was made for the suspen- 
sion of the hon. junior member for St. Lucy. It is 
unfortunate that the matter should have reached 
that stage because it could be considered to be ir- 
~egn la r  in the process of Committee. Under Rule 131, 
the procedure in Committee is quite clear and I can 
read it to you. 
I t  states : 

"In a Committee of the whole House, the Chair- 
Inan, if i t  appears to be the pleasure of the Com- 
mittee, will direct words objected to, t o  be taken 
down, in order that the same may 'be reported to the 
House. ' ' 

I t  is not my intention to open up the wlhole ques- 
tion of the merits or demerits of the case; I just wish 
to point out the irregular manner in which the mat- 
ter was dealt with. 

Mr. S'PElAXER: I do not think the hon. mem- 
ber is quite in  order. I thought the hon. member was 
giving notice of his intention to  make a motion. 

Mr. GODDARD: Sir, I beg to  give notice of my 
intention to make a motion to rescind the vote of this 
I-Iouse (on the grounds of irregular procedure) in 
connection with the suspension of the hon. junior 
member for St. Lucy from the service of this House. 

Hon. G. H. ADLLNS: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
not to entertain that. No speech can be made on a 
vote of this House unless you first move that the vote 
Fe rescinded. The same question cannot be raised 
twice in the same Session; and the motion for sus- 
pension was made only last Tuesday. 

Mr. GODDIAR.D: Mr. Speaker, in that case I 
will ask you to  read the Rules on, that. That is not 
our interpretation of this particular Rule. I there- 
Eore draw your attention to Rule 91 which reads: 
"A resolution or other vote of the House may be 
read and rescinded. " 

Mr. SPEAKER,: Yes, I notice the hon. junior 
inember for  Christ Cihureh has given notice of a 
rnotion to rescind a vote in  connection with an irregu- 
iar procedure regarding the suspension of the hon. 
junior member for St. Lucy from the service of this 
FTouee. The hon. senior member for St. Joseph has 
in his own opinion stated that the motion should 
not be entertained: and has made reference to the 
Kule which says that the same question cannot be 
taken up  twice. 

I do not look upon this motion as having been 
taken u p  twice especially where a n  irregularity has 
been pointed out; no hon. mem'ber could say that  



the cluestion is being taken up twice. I do llot know 
what irregularity the hon. member has pointed to and 
I think it is but fair to have this motion entertained. 
I t  is quite a different thing from having the motion 
put twice. I think the I-Ion. Leader of the Opposit- 
ion's motion is in Order. The hon. junior member 
for Christ Church may proceed. 

[A VOICE: Has the member not got to move 
lhe suspension of Rules 88 and 89 ?l 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that R.ules 88 and 89 'be suspended in order to deal 
with this matter to-day. 

Mr. SPElAKEIt: That is not necessary. 
IClr. E. D. MOTTnEY erutered the House and 

look his seat. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The boa. junior member for 

Ckzist Ohurch may proceed. 
Mr. GOD-: On the last occasion when we 

were in Committee and heated words between the 
hon. junior member for St. LEUcy and the hon. senior 
n~ember for St. Joseph took place, the (%airman of 
Committees, (after an initerventron on the one hand,) 
took it upon himself without much warning to the 
offending speaker or without any motion in Commitr 
tee, and, as far as I can recollect, without the affend- 
ing words having been taken down in committee to 
report to Your Honour. When Your Honour came 
hack to the Chair you rightly pointed out to the 
Chairman that it was an  irregular manner of deal- 
ing with the matter. The hon. senior member for St. 
George also drew your attention to the irregularity 
of the manner in which it had b'een done, and you 
then proceeded, to act upon it under Rule 133. 
3 25 p.m. 

I am submitting today without taking UP the 
merit or demerit of the case that the whole pro* 
dure was mong and irregular; and I think that 
for the records of the House as to procedure in 
the future it should be corrected. I am asking 
the House to rescind the decision which was taken 
m the last ocasion when the hon. junior member 
for St. Lucy was suspended from the services of 
this House for two weeks. I am making that motion 
now purely to keep the records correct. I do not 
,ish anyone to generate heat all over again: but 
if we permit these things to go on we do not know 
where we will end. 

I beg to mom that the vote of tha Hpuse SUS- 

pending the hon. junior member for St. Lucy from 
the service of this House for two weeks be now 
reminded. 

MT. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
second the motion of the Hon. Leader of the Op- 
position. Before I do so, let me just say this: far  be 
it from me to attempt to pull chestnuts out of the 
fire for as learned aad able a man as the hon. 
junior member for St. Lucy, who I believe is of 
a Party of learned, eminent and distinguished 
scholars who could very well do any such thing 
for him. However, because I happen to be a mem- 
 he^ of the Official Opposition which is a minority 
party, and because I feel that this precedent which 
is created may be used in the future on another 
occasion when the House may not be comprised as it 
is on this occasion when this decision was taken, 
and this instance might be cited as a precedent 
and be used. 

Like the Hon. Leader of the Opposition I 
am not going to recite any of the controversial 
wwds because I believe it is recorded in the Min- 
utes what I said on that occasion; I am still of that 
opinion; and that opinion is based on t& views 
I e x p r e ~ e d  then. 

Like the Hon. Leader of the Oppo&ion, I 

say, that on reflection and further consideration 
of the matter (and without any reflection on the 
office of the Speaker of this Chamber) I too feel 
that something went wrong; and if we aTe to stick 
to Parliamentary procedure and what will go down 
in history as the correct thing, we should follow 
as nearly as possible what would have happened in 
the House of Commons. 

What actually happened in this Chamber on 
another occasion? As the Hon. Leader of the Opposi- 
tion has said (and as you will recall, sir,) the heat was 
really generated over the discussion of a Rill to 
amend the Representation of the Peoph Act. As 
to whether the words used by the hon. junior 
member for St. Lucy were unparliamentary, undig- 
n i f id  m not, I am not prepared to argue today; 
as to whether the hon. member should have with- 
drawn them or not withdrawn them, I am not pre- 
pared to argue today; but I do agree nith the 
Hon. Leader of the Opposition that wh~en it was 
brought to the notice of the Chairman of Commit- 
tees that objection was taken to the words used, 
he in fact, did not observe the R u b  which said 
or which made i t  clear what he should have done. 

That having been the case, you rightly and 
immediately as soon as you assumed the Chair on 
being called, drew that to his attention. I think 
it was Rule 131 to which Your Honour referred: 
and then you went on to say that although there 
was a slip up by the Chaiman of Committees, you 
would proceed to act under Rule 133. 

I want Your Honour to appreciate that we 
are raising objection to the irregularity in the fir& 
place by the Chairman of Committees, and then 
in the second place by Your Honour in applying 
Rule 133 to the circumstances. We are submitting 
to you just as if we were Counsel before a Learned 
Judge, that we feel that you had erred. I n  other 
words, we are contending t h e m  things because we 
are in the Opposition; and because we are in the 
minority group; and because we feel on another 
occasion tha House might be comprised quite dif- 
fermtly from what it is comprised today. 

If respect must be maintained for the Chair, 
then what happens today or yesterday and an at- 
tempt is made by a majority group to have i t  done 
tomorrow, them there will not be any respect for 
the Chair. I am thinking of what will happen; 
that some other Speaker might well look back and 
see what happened in 1955 and take it as a pre- 
cedent. We aEel therefore submitting that there 
was no offence committed in the House and there- 
fore Pour Honour's allowing the motion to be put 
would create a precedent which would be somewhat 
irregular and not in keeping with the position 
expressed and set out under Rule 133. 
3.35 p.m. 

As I have said, sir, I have no idea a t  all of 
going into what was said in here by the hon. junior 
member for St. h e y ,  nor do I have any idea of 
saying to-day whether the word complained of in my 
opinion should have been withdrawn, or should 
not be withdrawn. I do know that Your Honour 
in a very impartial manner in conducting the mat- 
ter tried to throw oil m troubled waters by forcing 
out of the hon. junior member for St. Lacy that 
the words were not spoken with any specific ref- 
erence to the Eon. Plremier. 

As hon. m~mbers who were here will recall, 
Your Honour made an attempt by rising from 
your seat to ask the Chairman of Committees to 
resume. I am not going into that today; but what 
I do submit and sub113 for the benefit of posterity 
(and I know Your Honour must have seen quoted 
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in the local Press during the weekend that after 
18 years there was a suspension of an hw. mem- 
ber from the General Assembly) that this suspen- 
sion of another hon. member after 18 years must 
not be looked upon as a precedent in the way in 
which it was done. 

1 t h id ,  sir, that we having done duty we 
do no more. let me say this befor. I sit 

down: 1 am more than comious that the 
put by the Hon. Leader of the Opposition is not 
a matter for Your Honour's ruling; but that this 
chamber having voted and by its majority having 
made its decision that it is nmrly impossible to get 
some hon. members of this Chamber, (especially 
with respect to the particular occasion m d  in re- 
spect of whom those words were spokm), to sea 
or to say even if your qonour were to admit that 
not only the Chairman made a slip but even Your 
IIonour7s interpretation hastily of Rule 133 as the 
~ u l ~  Mdm which you would allow the motion 
was not quite correct, some members of this Cham- 
ber having the courage to have this matter ~escind- 
ed. I h o w  what courage they would have; t h q  
would go and possibly a 
opinion. 

Mr. Speaker, you will observe the way in which 
I have spoken on this matter; you will obsmc 
that I have not spoken in my usual style. With 
those rema~ks I have much pleasure in seconding 
the motion that the vote the hone junior 
member for St. frorn the service of the H~~~~ 
for two weeks be rescinded. 

wore 'W' other 
member speaks, 1 wish to say something On this 

as ' have to withdraw from the House 
temporarily for personal rawmns- I want to make 
certain things clear to the House. first of a% 
I am going the three 13'7 132 and 
133 as they come. 

"Rule 131: In a Committee of the whole H o u ~ ,  
the Chairman, if it appears to be the pleasure of 
the Committee, will direct words objected to, to be 
taken down, in order that the same may be reported 
to the How." 

"Rule 132: Every mwh objection is to be taken 
a t  the time when such words are used, and not after 
any other member has spoken. " 

M R ~ ~ ~  133: m member having used 
able words, and not explaining or odering apologies 
for the use thereof to the satisfaction of the House, 
w ; ~  be censured, or otherwise dealt wit. as the 
House may think fit. " 

The Hon. Leader of the Opposition has objmted 
tc, an irregularity in procedure and he has referred 
to Rule 131 as putting the onus on the Ghai.~-man 
first to get the pleasure Or *pleasure the House 
and to have the words that h ~ e  been objected to 
taken down immediately. 

That is unmistakably clear under Rule 131. I 
remem'ber distinctly that 1 pointed out that to the 
Chairman after he had reported to me; and before 
the House had actually begun to deliberate on th. 
matter after 1 resumed the &ir 1 said that the 
Chairman having slipped up on Rule 131, the only 
alternative to which I could resort to deal with the 
matter from the Chair was to apply it under R\ub 
133. 

~ f t e r  further reading these three Rules together, 
it is my opinion that Rule 133 is contingent and 
dependent on Rule 131. The hon. senior member for 
the f i t ~  said that I might not be bold enough to sav 
+that. I would only say that any man w n  slip; and if 
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the hon. Ohairman has slipped, I have slipped up 
,tco. I m saying that for the whole island or the 
whole world to hem it. 

I have read "May's" during the week-end and 
I have Been, as far as I c m  gathepi that all Rules 
that contain the same substance, such as Rules 131 
to 139 happen to 'tie contingent on the same Rule; in 
'this case Rule 131. That is as plain as a pikestaff. 
TA VOICE: Read 137.1 I have been wked to read 

137. It reads as 
"Order is maintained in the House by Mr. 

Sjeaker and in a Committee of the, whole House by 
the Chairman of such Committee; but disorder in a 
Cbmmittee Can only censured by the ~ o n s e  on 
receiving a report-7' 

The Chairman reported to me that the hon. 
jmior member for St. had rdused to with- 
draw wwds. The words were not given to 
,me; the words were not taken down. The chairman 
did not give me thaw words. I will ask the C ' r m a n  
to refresh his ~ ~ 0 ~ .  If the worb  had taken 
down the Chairman would have had them on a slip 
of Paper to hand to me. I had to call upon the clerk 
who in turn had to send for the Reporter when it 
was found that there was some eoafusion as to the 
text of the Report. [VOICES.] 

If hon. members would ju& quiet themselves 1 
will explain the matter. I have discovered that the 
m r d  "intimidating77 was the objectionable word. 
I IIever discovered that from the Chairman; I dis- 
covered that from the a e r k  who b u g h t  his t a t  in 
:h record to me. 

No hon. member could claim that I was given 
the objectionable words except out of the text of the 
Clerk's w k .  If the maiman had hmded a re- 
port of the objectionable words I would not have had 
ftol call for a r v r t .  I am, giving no direction to 
the H~-, beeause the rn&iOn i that the Hons.: 
rescind its own vote. I t  is absolutely dear that the 
matter has not been dealt with under Rule 131 and 
1 had to deal with it mdjm Rule 133. N Z y  0- in- 
bsrpretation is that Rule 131 is dependent upon 
Rule 133. 

Mr. L. E. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, thb is one time 
I have been accused of something I have not done. 
When th;? words complained of were used by the 
hon. junior mm'b'er for St. Lucy, the HOE Premier 
got up promptly and ob jeoted to the marb. I ask- 
ed the hon. jmim member for St. Inucy to withdraw 
them and he refused. Hon. P'remier then said: 

the words must be taken dawn-" And the 
Clerk I am sure took down those words. My memory 
is very shallow, but I remember you asked me for 
the words and I said J cannot remember them exact- 
ly but the aerk will read them out you. I 

so ; the words were takm I left 
the a a i r .  when you asked me for &e 
words I said I could not remember the exact words 
which were read back by the Qerk in here. 

Mk. SPEAKER: I had to get the Reporter back 
inside this House in order to get those words. Is  that 
hrue or not true? [E. D. MOTT5E;P: It is true.] I 
contend it true. I cnannot what happened in 
Committee because 1 was mt in Committee; but I 
can say what; happened in the Horn  when I in 
the Chair. 

The Chairman's report stated that the hon. jun- 
5or member for R. LucY had hawII called upon to 
withdraw certain words which had been taken ob- 
jection to by the Hon. Premier. mm words were not 
given to me I had to call upon the Clerk for them 
who had to get a report of those m r d s  from the Re- 
porter; and the entire House knom that that alm 
is true. If anything is; true that also is true. 



Mr. SMITH: The reason for having to call 
4 1 ~ 2  the Reporter for his report w w  that one hon. 
member was saying that he did not say a particular 
word and the other hon. member was saying that he 
did; and for accuracy's sake they then called upon 
the Clerk to get the W c i a l  Report. But the words 
were taken down before I left the Chair. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not going to say the 
Chairman was in error. I remember having to conr 
:'er with the Cleric in order to find out exactly what 
happened. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, on a point 
of explanation. I will consider---- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have heard that the hon. sen- 
ior member for St. Joseph ob~ected to the words 
complained of; and the hon. member asked that tnose 
words be taken down. The Clerk d k  take down some 
words. When I asked the Chairman if the words' had 
been taken down, the Chairman's answer to me was: 
that  he did not remember the words. I n  other words, 
if these words had been taken down, they would have 
s~l'bsequently beell crossed out from the Clerk's notes. 

What happened in  my presence was this: I ask- 
ed the Chairman have you got those1 words and the 
Chairman did not give me a satisfactory answer; if 
be had, I could not have asked the Clerk to get the 
woords from the Reporter. In the text of the words 
of the Chairman's report something was absolutely 
wrong or I would not have had to send to the R ~ p o r t -  
e r  for the test to  be certified. Hon. members Will re- 
member that it is not only the text of the words ; Rule 
131 has also been referred to by the hon. junior 
aember for Christ Church. [VOICES : I t  was there ; 
sure.] The Chairman has to  ascertain that. 

Xr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I wan6 to 
say something on a point of explanation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I s  the hon. member speaking 
by permissiot~? 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I beg your pardon, sir. 
Mr. SMITH: I will have to go back and remind 

Your Honour again. 
Mr. SPEAKER : Not reinind me, I was not in 

Committee. 
Mr. SMITH: The reason for having to refer t o  

the Reporter was due to the argument coming froni 
both sides of the table. If there is anything crossetl 
out I cannot be responsiible for that ;  but when yo3 
asked me for the words I told you that I could not 
remember, but that the Clerk would read them to 
you. Out of the arguments coming from both sides 
of the House something was said to the effect that 
the Reporter did not have in- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am perfectly prepared to 
accept what the Chairman has said, because i t  does 
appear to clinch with the words from the Clerk's 
notes. Looking a t  the Clerk's notes I find that some 
words have been inserted. The words were read as 
follows : "People, including the honourable member 
of St. Joseph, were in and out of the polling booths 
intimidating voters either by words or gestures. ' 

I just wanted the House to be satisfied that the 
words were taken down i n  Committee. 
3.55 p.m. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: This is all I want tit 
get clear. I f  I recall rightly when Your Ho i lo~r  
took that Chair the honourable senior member for 
St. George raised the question that the proceduri. 
was out of order; and Your Honour came there in 
the presence of the Chairman of Committees and 
said "the Chairman of Committees did make a slip 
in not taking down those words, but I will not allow 
you to take advantage of that. I will proceed under 
Rule 133." [Hon. R. G. MAPP: He did not sa:; 
so.] Your Honour said that the words were not 

taken down in Committee; when the honourable 
senior member for St. George raised his objection 
Your Honour said that inasmuch as the Chaimau 
of Committees had slipped up  on that- 

Mr. S33AKER:  The honourable member is 
right to a point. I suggested that the Chairman of 
Committees did not satisfy I h l e  131. I was under 
the impression that the words were not taken down; 
but I see from the records that the words were taken 
down. What has got to be decided now? The Rule 
says: "If i t  appears to be the pleasure of the Com- 
mittee". Those words certainly imply that the 
pleasure must be sought. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMlNS: Mr. Speaker, 
the Other Place is waiting to meet this House on mat- 
ters concerning the visiting U.K. Parliamentary Dele- 
gation. I myself want to speak on this matter now 

I before the House a s  well as other honourable mem- 
' bers; and inasmuch as we have to meet the Other 

Place and probably have tea before we resume, I an1 
making a motion that this House do now adjourn for 
three quarters of an  Hour. 

I Mr. LEWIS : I beg to second that. 
I The questim that this Howe do ~ o w r  adjourn for 

three q w t e r s  of am hour m put and resolved inn' thq 
affirmdive without division, Mr. SPEAKER ad- 
journed the House acsordingl9c. 

I 4.05 p.m. 
1 0 m  re-msemblimg, 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS : Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
I have suggested to the honourable junior member 
for Christ Church that in the absence of Mr. Speaker, 1 I think the matter which this House was debating 
before the adjournment should be postponed until hp, 
returns. I think the honourable junior member for 
for Christ Church has agreed with my suggestion; 
and if he- 

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT : Can I make one enquiry, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker? Would i t  be in  order that we 
get a copy of the debate which took place upon this 
matter? 'I say that because personally I was not pres- 
ent when that debate took place; and I think i t  will 
be very helpful if the record of the debate was per- 

I mitted so that honourable members could peruse it. 
I take it that once i t  is permitted there i., C- no reason 
why we cannot have a copy of the record a t  the time. 
I hope, Mr. Deputy Speaker, you will appreciate that 
I am not speaking on the motion w h i ~ h  was before 
the House,-the motion which was moved by the Hon. 
Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All the honourable 
member needs to do is to move that this debate be 
postponed and he will be in order. 

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: I take it that what the 
Hon. Leader of the House just said meant that. I f  
lie means that I will second the motion. I take i t  that 
he moved the motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKElR : He did not move it. 
Mr. E. K. WALCOTT : Well I will move it ; but 

it should have come from him. 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : I beg to second 

that. 
The qzsestion that the debate be adjouraed fm 

I further comsideratiorc was put and resolved in the 
affirmative withod divisiolz. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

On motions of Hon. 8. H. ADAMS, seconded 
by Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUM'MINS, a Bill t o  amend 



the Technical Assistance (Taxation Relief) Act, 1955, 
was read a first time. 

REPRESENTNFION 0:F THE PEOPLE 
BILL-C'td 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order of 
the Day is to resume Committee on the Bill to con- 
solidate the laws of this island relating to the Rep- 
resentation of the People. 

I-. DEPUTY SPEAKER, left  the Ch&r amd 
the  H m ~ e  ~ n t l  in to  Committee 0.n the, Bill, Mr., 
SMITH being C the  Chaiw. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: On the last occasion Clause 
19 was being discussed. 

Mr. F. L. WAiLCOTT: Mr. Chairman, could I 
have Clause 19 read? I do not have a copy of the 
Bill; I am trying to get one. 

Mr. LEWJS: So f a r  as my copy of the Bill is 
concerned, Clause 19 has two subclauses and i t  reatls 
as follows :- 

" (l) The Governor shall appoint for each Poll- 
ing Station (a) a Presiding Officer who shall receive 
such remuneratbn as may ke prescribed, and (b) 
such number of Poll Clerks as may be necessary." 

" (2) If any presiding officer dies or  becomes in- 
capable of performing his duties during the taking 
of the poll, the Poll Clerk shall forthwith assume the 
Office of Presiding Officer and may appoint some other 
person to act as Clerk." 

Mr. Chairman, I think that is the usual pro- 
cedure; and I onlly hope that the people you ap- 
point will do their business with integrity. All you. 
All you can do is to appoint them in  good faith. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, with re 
spect to what the honourable junior member for the 
C$ity just said, I think it is my duty to state that i t  
is absolutely untrue that I m s  ever in any Polliug 
Station during the last bye-election in St. Lucy in 
a way I should not have been. I remember that on 
one occasion I took two or three people to a Polling 
Station, and I took pains on that occaion to ask the 
Policeman where the hundred-yard limit was. It is a 
fantastic fabrication to say that a person ca,n walk 
in a place where a, voter is making his mark. How 
can a fellow get in  a Polling Booth unless he has a 
ballot paper? That is utterly a physical impossibili- 
ty  unless the Presiding Officer is blind or uncerti- 
fiable. 

It is an  offence to do so; and when somebody 
says that about me, any human being can thereafter 
-walk inside the Registry and file a case against me, 
and I will be put  to stand my trial a t  the Court olf 
Grand Sessions. There is no time limit for an  offence 
against the Queen. You can be a t  the stage mhere 
you are about to die and an indictment can be filed 
against you. 

It is only fair to us so to say that you must as 
sume tha$ Presiding Officers will" do their business with 
integrity. Because some youthful candidate for poli- 
tical honours, whether he succeeds or not gets fear- 
fu l  over something, must you assume that a Presiding 
Officer was not doing his business with integrity? 
How can one walk inside a Polling Booth where ;A 
man i8 making his mark? Look how fantastic that is. 
Although no other honourable member said i t  I still 
want to contradict i t ;  you only have to see how un- 
truthful that statement is. 

I agree with the honourable senior member for 
the City when he said that in the heat of an  election 
you can say any sort of thing. Personally, for twenty 
years I have been running for elections; but how. 
ever much you may feel that you would like some. 
body else to be Presiding Officer, I cannot say that 

I have, ever come across any corrupt Presiding Offi- 
cers; and I think that  that  is the experience of other 
honourable members. 

1 cannot say that 1 have seen in  any election 
anything that you could say that is corruption on 
the part of the presiding officer. 
5.05 p.m. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I did not intend, Mr. 
Chairman, to speak on this Section again. 

Mr. CHAIR\MAN: You will speak on the Sec- 
tion itself and nothing else ; otherwise I am not going 
to entertain you. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, am I 
not a member of this House? 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : I am speaking to the hon- 
oura'ble junior member for the City. The Hon. 
Premier was accused of something by the honourable 
junior member for St. Lucy during the last meeting 
and I gave the honourable member the opportunity 
to explain himself. Therefore1 I am not going to 
entertain any argument on anything apart from the 
Cjause itself with which we are  now dealing. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, my 
colleague got up and raised a question on Clause 19 
and the Hon. Premier got u p  and made1 an  explana- 
tion in connection with that Clause for the benefit 
of the House. From my experience in running for 
;elections, I say that I could not have gone into a 
booth. 

Mr. CHAIRlMAN: I am only saying to  you 
for the second time this evening that  I am not going 
to entertain your speaking on anything apart from 
the Clause now before the House. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, i t  looks 
to us that a s  soon as a member of the Opposition 
gets u p  to say anything, you say that  you are not 
going to entertain this or  that. 

I have had a lot to do with elections and I have 
rever had to have one single agent t o  watch a Pre- 
siding Officer on my behalf. The day that I cannot 
stand for election without having to pay an agent to 
watch a Presiding Officer, I am coming out of the 
House. 

Now, i t  is unfortunate a t  this stage (and I think 
T am right in saying so) that at  that St. Lucy bye- 
election the Government should have departed from 
their policy of appointing a planter as  a Residing 
Officer. It is unfortunate that the accusation in this 
respect should be levelled at  some one being of an- 
other type, and not the planter type. 

This Section is not a aontroversial one; the only 
one controversy that we have had is on the new Sec- 
tion. 

The  q w s t w n  that Clause 19 s t u d  part of the  
Bill was pwt ad1 agreed to  witlzout div&%.n. 

Mr. IjETrVIS: Mr. Chairman, I am going to take 
the liberty to ask for a recommital of Clause 8 for 
the purpose of amending something in  Sub-clause 6 

1 of Clause 8. I do not know if a n  amendment has been 
l made but line three reads thus: The Governor shall 

have power, exercisable by Order whieh shall not 
come into force unless or until "it is approved by 
resolution of each House of the Legislature." 

That is an  irregularity; that has caused trouble 
enough in here already; and I submit that  it is 
wrong. It cannot be "each House of the Jiegis1;la 
ture7' because in that case, it might mean indepen- 
dent resolutions. And the Other Place has no right to 
consider a Resolution taking money out of the Treasl- 
\try imtil i t  has been passed by this House. 

I n  the year 1949 shortly after the passing of the 
Civil Establishment Act, this question was raised, 
and I remembe~ what Mr. Stewart Perowne the then 
Colonial Secretary had to say in regard to  it. He 



said that he had given his assurance that an order 
under the 1949 Act would not need independent 
resolutions. Normally, the constitutional practice is 
that a resolution comes to the House and the House 
asks the concurrence of the Other Place in it. 

That 1949 Civil Establishment Act needs amend- 
ing; 'because the first time that an Order made under 
that Act was put into operation the Resolution ac- 
companying the Order stated that the House had 
asked the Other Place to concur in it. So far as is 
stated here in Sub-clause ( 6 )  of this clause, it means 
that this resolution (or whatever it may be) can 'be 
passed independently. The sub-clause says : "of 
each House of the Legislature." It does not refbr 
to a Resolution of the Houses of the Legislature, or 
of both Houses of the Legislature. That L why I 
am asking that Clause, 8 be recommitted. 

I hope that one of these days I will be able to see 
an amendment introduced in connection with Civil 
Establishment Act. As it stands now, it gives the 
Othe~ Place equal rights with this branch of the 
Legislature. If there are any Resolutions on today's 
Order Paper to which honourable members could 
refer, they would readily see what I mean. It has 
brought trouble before and I argue that it is wrong, 
beoaw it is dealing with money coming out of the 
T~easury. 

If the honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
would agree to the recommital of Clause 8 whereby 
the words may be changed from: "each House of 
the Legislature," to: "both Houses of the Lnegisla- 
ture," I am sure that it would be quite in order. The 
amended sub-elauw would then read W follows: (6) 
"The Governor shall have power, exercisable by 
mder which shall not come into force unless or until 
it is approved by resolution of both Houses of the 
Legislature, to alter the interval between the quali- 

I 
A fying date and the date of the publication of the 

l registers of electors by ehanging either date, and 
every such Order may make such consequential pro- 
visions (including the modification of any enactment 

1 
rontained in this or any other Act) as may appear 
to the Governor to be necessary." 

l Hon. C. H. D A M S :  The honourable member 
who has just sat down raked that point m e  years 

l ago when Mr. whyatt was Attorney General. I re- 
fer& the matter to him, and as far as I can remm- 
b r ,  he said that it did not matter much. If the 
honourable member will wait, I shall try to get in 
touch with the present Attorney General and ask 

l him his opinion. 
Regulations have to s e  approved by both Houses. 

1 Suppose for argument sake that we made an amend- 
1 ment to some Regulation in here, I do nut see how 
1 that would prevent the Other Place from making a 

l similar amendment. I repeat that when I discussed 
the point with Nr. Whyatt we both agreed that it 

i 
l made no ctifference. 

I 
I will let the honourable member know what the 

Attorney General says about it. My only reason for 
1 wxggesting to deal with it now is that I am not going 
i to be able to remain in attendance at this meeting of 
1 

1 the House very late tonight. I do not like the Other 
Place making such amendments. 

I On th0 wwtio~n of Hon. G. H.  ADAMX, seconded 
I by Hort. M .  E. COX, Clamses 2Y) to! 23 iflklzwive were 
i called a& passed. 
I 5.15 p.m. 
I Clauses 24 to 26 inclusive m e  a& 
1 ~ s s e d .  

Clause 27 was called. 
Hon. G. H .  ADAMS: I beg to move that 

l 

i 
Olanse 27 stand part of the Bill. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 

Mr. LEWIS: I see that in thisl Clause any per- 
son who contravenes any of the provisions is liable 
t c  a fine or a term of imprisonment; in another 
Iclaus~ it is imprisonmkmt. I t  is only when you are 
ammdhg 'm Acb that y h  geD scared about theid 
things although they may be in existence f~or years 
I suppose a h e  or imprisonment would be quite 
alright. 

I see &t in the case of interfering with the 
:Isaillot papers it is only a question of imprisonment 
land, in another cam it is only a question of a fine. 

The question that Clause 27 stand of the 
Bill wus put a d  rescrkved in the affirmatwe without 
divisiolz. 

Clancse 28 wm called. 
Hon. G.  H. ADAMS: I beg to move that 

Clause 28, srtand part of the B6ll. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCIOTT: Clause 28 hasl no side 

note. However, on reading this Clause, I do not 
agree mith it. It says this: 

"No person shall furnish or supply any public 
address apparatus, loud speaker, bunting, ensign, 
banner, standard set of colours or any flag to any 
person with intent that it shall be carried, worn or 
used on any motor or other vehicle or otherwise as 
political propaganda on polling day, and no person 
shall with any such intent carry, wear or use on any 
~ o t o r  or other vehicle any public address apparatus, 
loud-speaker, bunting, ensign, banner, standard 0,- 

set of colours or flags on polling day." 
Why is it that in Barbados you want to do this 

and in the United Kingdom today at an election, you 
will see any motorcar with a placard: "vote for 
Attlee", or "vote for Churchill". There is nothing 
corrupt about that. What is there to prevent any- 
body from putting on his motorcar: ''vote for me"9 
I do not see that there should be any objection to that. 

You cannot reduce an election t o  a Sunday 
School affair; L' feel that there should be no objection 
to any man putting on his motor cask "vote for me" 
or vote for the Party or candidate to which he be- 
longs. That does not create a nuisance to the public 
like the use of a loud-speaker; it is the simple, 
ordinary, electioneering practice which. obtains in 
all democratic countries of the world. 

I beg to move that the words "ensign and ban- 
ner" be deleted. It does @rike me that during the 
last election in the United Kingdom you had 55 milliolz 
people voting and in the U.K. there is better means 
of radio which you do not have, in Barbados; while 
when you put a banner on your motorcar in Barba- 
dos with the words "'vote for me" something is wrong 
with that. 

There is another thing: If you look at subsec- 
tion 2 you will see that you are interfering with thr? 
freedom of the individual. If you have a Party Badge 
it would be regarded as illegal to wear that Badgtl. 
How can you say that a man who has a Party Badge 
should not wear that Badge on the day of the elec- 
tion? W h y  should not anybody know that you are 
a member of a Party? Do you want to hawe some- 
thing like a pantomime where people do not have to 
speak but do everything by action ?Suppose the Bar- 
bados Workers' Union were running a candidate, 
what is to prevent me from wearing my Union Badge 
in my lapel? This is just like telling peopIe who be- 
long to Societies thak if they wear the various en- 
signs they will show to what order they belong; you 
are reducing things to a farce; andthe next thing 
is that you will be telling people tbat if one of the 
ensigns is a red tie you cannot wear it because peo- 
ple will see what you belong to. 
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,It will come to this: that you will not be able 
to shake anybody's hand on Polling Day. On Poll- 
ing Day you try t o  identify your members without 
hunting them down at the Polling Station. This is 
cot East Africa, Tanganyika or any part of Africa 
where you see that the natives have not removed out 
of serfdom into civilization. If you make your elee- 
tion on such a basis, I do not see where a man should 
be denied wearing a Party badge or putting bunting 
on his motor-car telling people that you can vote for 
him. 

Mr. VAUGHAN : You want to give every can- 
didate as fair a chance on Election Day as possible. 
There are some candidates who do a hundred things 
and put more on their cars than other candidates. A 
candidate should have a fair chance of influencing 
voters; and there are those who can put on more 
labels than others. The pyrpose of this Clause is to 
prevent that and give every candidate the fairest 
chance at Elections. That is the only purpose in in- 
serting this Clause. 

Mr. F. b. WALCOTT : I did not expect that he 
would agree with my proposikion; he is like Daniel 
come to judgment. You did something last year and 
you saw the reason for changing it this'year; yoil 
have to  control fou election expenses, therefore you 
cannot put on as many banners as you like ; you can- 
not put 1,000 banners on cars because your election 
expenses are contmlled. 

The whole idea aback of controlling election 
expensea is to see that you do not have a grater  
opportunity than your opponent. Why are some 
people afraid of advertisement? What advantage do 
you have? Why after some people fhd out that they 
are losing out in a constituency, they jump in on 
arnlolther Party to try to get b ~ c k  in? Am you! goj?lg 
to pass an elwtion law to say 'that any m m  who 
criticise a Party &odd not be able to get in on 
that Party? What are p u  going to do? I& us fwe 
this thing boldly; let us see that this is something 
which ie not necessary. 

Why is it that on election day in the United 
Kingdom you can use a banner yet in Barbados you 
sre restricted from urYing it? And there are richer 
men in the United Kingdom who rum for election 
than there are in the West Indies. Any man would 
agree that you should control your election expense 
but why should you say that you cannot put some- 
thing on your motor car to say "vote for me" or 
"vote for so and so." What is wrong about that? How 
can that be taken to mean 'that y m  are putting 
yourself at  an undue advantage? 

Hon. G. H. ADAMB: The hanowable junio~ 
member for St. John is perfectly right in what he 
said. Of course, every layman camnot interpret the 
law. I s q  again, there is northing to prevent a ~ r i -  
vate person, if you cannot prove csnnectio? betweem 
him and the candidate, f r m  plasbring the parish 
with postem on election day. That is the answer of 
a lawyer and one which a layman m y  not accept 

Everybody lmows the origin of emblems etc., it if 
true that it is not in the last Act, but if you look back 
in the previous Acts you will see the prohibition: 
because historicdly in those dap,  eveq man p u  
r;;aw with a blue r-te was for a particular candi. 
date and tliose people who wore a red rosette were 
for another candidate; that was done because in E 
free fight you should know who was; your oppon. 
ent. Of coWe, it has not been fonhd n e c m  tc 
do m in Great Britain today, but that may be be 

:auw the voters of today in Great Britain have a 
;reater sense of responsibility. 

I say, sir, that this is aothing new. It ia ~ N J  
we did not put ,it in when we creakd Adult S&- 
rage; but I do remember from my previous read- 
ing that you will find this prohibition in the elec- 
tion law in Barbados. 

You will find that the word "favour" is used. 
[ repeat that originally it was done; not so much 
because of the spending of money, because in those 
days a man could &ard to spend S1,000 cm an dec- 
torate of 50 people. Originally, i t  was done for his- 
torical reasons: that you could identify a, pemn 
not belonging to ymlr party. I may say that there 
is no particullar reason why you should put in some- 
,hing for intoxicating liquor, other than that it may 
lead to disorder and ilay lead to an election where 
people m y  be afraid Q come out because of drunk- 
a,r&. 

I may say that m e  anay not have agreed wi&\ 
rum shops being clwed on election day during the 
last election, but it is a fact that beeiuclse they were 
:l& we had a peaceful, quiet, Sunday Soh001 (if 
you will like, to call it so) election, as far as I 
know in all the twelve constituencies. It is infin. 
itely better to aim art that instead of possibly get- 
ting lu~ugh~home elections. 

Mr. F. L. WBLCOTT: Mr. Chainmas, I haw 
iong passed the stage where references about your 
knmledge about the law could ever deter me from 
putting wp an argument on sometwng which is 
before the CIhmber. That is part of Ccnloniail exis- 
:ence where people like the Hon. Premier always 
use this kind of educational mce i t  in order to 
drown other people 'S reasoning. 

The Hon. Premier is saying that this wasl going 
on for 300 years in Barbados. WhRn we ran elec- 
tions in Barbados previody, where wa& this ques- 
tion that you could niot put a placard on your motor 
ear? Look how many cars you used to w e  with 
cards "Vote for Adams". He says that for 3 0  years 
tihris prohibition has been going m in Barbadm. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMB: The honourable member 
has misquoted me. 1 never said anything like that, 
I said emblems were for historical reasons, because 
it savours of a meam to identify people. m e  hon- 
mable  member attempts to say that the law covers 
i t ;  I say what is elementary. I do not blame any- 
body for not knowing it (and a lot of lawyers do 
not know i t )  but you can be punished if it can be 
proved that you have spent a lot of money. 

'It is not a question whether the Labour Pmty 
Newspaper or t?b Conservative Newspaper does 
this, that or the other; it is a question of what a can- 
didate or an agent may say. I do not know if because 
Mr. So-and-So was friendlily disposed towards me by 
his going through the parish and plastering it with 
posrters for me, I cannot be guilty; it is not true 
to say that h a r u s e  mnebody may do it without 
telling you, that you cannot be punished fp;r not 
knowing. The two tJlinpsl are separate. 

What I waa saying is &at that is the law as 
regards decition expmms; and (2) it was the law 
as regard rosettes and all that sort of thing, which 
rnay lead to a free fight. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: If he were speaking to 
lawyers, what he said might have been understood. 
There are laymen here besides myself who have heard 
what he has said. His mere argument now on th& 
particular aspect of the election can apply to anything. 

If mmebody is so kind to put motor cars at  the 
disposal of people, that can happen; that is permis- 
sible. How do we know when some of us do not have 
friends willing to help us to run an election? Ac- 



carding to his argument, you can have more organisers, 
more bribes, or more prlvate parties before a n  elec- 
tion ta,kes place; you cannot legislate for that. 

I s  it something wrong for a candidate to have 
written on his motor car words requesting people 
t o  vote for him? What is wrong in tha t?  There is 
no undue advantage in that. What, for instance, 
could be wrong in a man wearing a badge like the 
one I am weaxing now? I know people who wear 
badges and nobody objects to them. This is a piece 
of colonial legislation which suits Africa. There are 
other aspects of this Bill in which you will find in- 
consistencies. [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: If he is making 
a reference to the badge he is wearing, I suggest 
that he make it the property of the House !] 

The question that Clause 28 stand part of the 
Bill W p t  and resolveld in, the affirmafke without 
divisdon,. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Mr. Chairman, in refer- 
ence to Clause 8 I have just received a message from 
the Attorney General ill connection with the point 
in  Sub-clause (6) raised by the hon. junior member, 
for the City. The Attorney General says that he 
took it from the English Law. However, as the how 
ourable member has asked that it be recommitted, I 
will agree. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that 
Clause 8 be recommitted. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I beg to second that. 
The question, was pct and agreed to. 
Mr. LEiWIS: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that 

in  line 3 of sub-clause 6 ithe words, "each House"' 
be deleted therefrom and the mords, "both Houses" 
t e  inserted therefor. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I beg to second that. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to accept that. 

The question dhat Clause 8, as amexdsd, stand 
purt of the Bill was put aad resolved in, the1 a,ffirma- 
five without diwisiom. 

Clazcse 29 was cal6ed Sub-clause (1) reads as 
f ollow-S :- 

29. ( l )  Any person who, or any director of any 
body, o r  wwi&tion  c@rpor'abaite which, before or 
during an  election shall for the purpose ,of affecting 
the return of any candidate a t  any election, make or 
publish any false statement of fact in relation to the 
personal character or conduct of m y  candidate shall 
be guilty of an  illegal practice, unless he can show 
that he had reasonable grounds for believing and 
did believe, the statement to be true : 

Provided that a candidate shall not be liable nor 
shall his election be avoided for any illegal pact ice 
ender this section committed by his agent other thall 
his election be avoided for any illegal practice under 
this section committed by his agent other than his 
election agent unless - 

(a)  i t  can be shown that the candidate or 
his election agent has authorised or con- 
sented to the committing ,of the illegal 
practice or has paid for the circplation 
of ths false statement constituting the 
illegal practice ; or 

(b)  a court find and report that this elec- 
tion of the candidate was procured or 
materially assisted in consequence of 
the making or publishing of such false 
statements. 

Sub-clause ( 3 )  reads a s  follows : 
(3) Any person who, before or during a n  

election knowingly publishes a false 
statement of the withdrawal of a candj- 
date at  the election for the purpose of. 
promoting or procuring the elections af 
another candidate shall be guilty of a u  
illegal practice ; 

Provided that a candidate shall not be liable, 
nor shall his election be avoided, for any illegal prac- 
tice under this sub-section committed by his agent 
other than his election agent. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Mr. Chairman, inasmuch 
as I understand the honourable senior member for  
the City to have said that the provisions of this Sec- 
tion are not wide enough, I suppose I should listen 
to his suggestions first. I beg to move that Clause 
29 stand part. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: This is the wording i n  the 

English Prevention of Corruption Acts : "Against 
the use of false statements". It is possible to read 
some of the cases, epecial l~ the first case that arose 
after the Act was passed. I think the Act was passed 
in 1894 or 1895 and about a month after, somebody 
made a statement of fact which was said to be a false 
statement about one of the candidates. The parties' 
concerned filed an  election petition and the Judge 
before whom the matter was heard was very care- 
ful to go thoroughly into what he thought was a falw 
statement of fact. The interpretation is that the al- 
leged statement must be a statement of fact and must 
be in relation to the conduct of the candidate. 

But what I am suggesting (and i t  is the experi- 
ence of all of us) is that it is possihle not to say a 
word against a particular candidate in the parish and 
to attack every other candidate in  that particular 
parish. I n  such circumstances, i t  is quite possible 
that the judges may hold that you are referring tc 
the personal character of a candidate in his particn- 
lar constituency. 

The Attorney General has changed the phrase 
"of an election" to "an37 election7' as honourable 
members will see in line 4 of this section. I thinlr 
that that should be made much clearer. Let us sup- 
pose that there is a n  election in the City; for one 
reason or other, nobody attacks the senior member 
for the City, but Overy other person is attacked (and 
i t  may be con~idered that the honourable junior 
member for Christ Church is not a candidate) i t  is, 
therefore, concluded that they have broken the law. 

I am going to ask leave to make an  amendment. 
Tncidentally, I take the opportunity of saying, (in- 
spite of some of the sneers,) that I have looked up  
many cases and found that the definition is in rela- 
tion as f a r  as is practised in  the English Statutes. 
I n  my old books on Barbados law the definition will 
also be found to be just as we8 have i t  today: "before 
or during an  election." But in order to cover the 
point more fully, I mill make the motion to have the 
eection amended in this way :- 

"Any person who, or any director of any body 
or association corporate which, before or during an 
election, shall for the purpose of affecting the returll 
of any candidate" (insert "in any constituency " 
between the ~ o r d s  "candidate" and "at") make or  
publish any false statement of fact" . . . [Mr. E .  D. 
MOTTLEY: Well the rest remains.] No, no; not 
quite. ". . . in relation to the personal character 
or  conduct of any candidate . . . " (insert, "whether 
that candidate is a eandidate for an election in the 
constituency in which the said false statement of 
fact is made or in some other constituency. ") 



There being no objection, leave was granted ahe 
honourable member. 

Clause 29 (1: as f o l ~ o m s  :- 

( L  Any person lvho, or any director of al,J- body 
or association before or during an 
election, shall for the purpose of affecting the return 
of any candidate in any at  any election, 
make or publish any false statement of faet in rela- 
tion to the personal character or conduct of any can- 
didate whether is a for an 

in the in which the said false 
of faet is lllade or in some other constit- 

uency. " 
It may be that the 'lvo members for the 

City (or eithm memhr the City who 
a P ~ A Y )  might not be attacked in a 
but the vilest statements about their colleagues might 
te made in their constituency though their colleagues 
might be running in some other parish. 
5.45 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS: With all due defe~ence to the 
honourable member's attempt to enlarge on this 
Clause, ~ e r h a p s  he is narrowing it by using the Word 
"constituency." As 1 read this Clause now, it is as 
l ~ g h t  ad it can be because it says "candidlates a t  anS. 
election.'' I feel that if you bring in the wora "con- 
stituemy7' you will narrow i t  down. I can quite see 
the honourable member's point but as  I read this 
Clause i t  means a candidate at  any election; there- 
fore whenever y o ~  have an election in the island 
that election is referred to. 

I am suggesting that if you have an election to 
fill a vacancy in  Christ church or in  the City that is 
the election for that time; and if you are having a 
General Election, that is the election for that time. 
I warn the honourdble member not to cut it down 
too narrolw. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The Hon. Premier whti 
thinks that when the layman fa?ls to understand :L 

legal definition or interpretation given by a legal man 
and continues to argue, will say that the layman 
wants to play lawyer. We are dealing with this section 
which refers to illegal practice and so on. If yea 
turn to section 36, (2), that deals with political 
meetings; and 1 am asking the honourable member 
to my  how this section would apply. This sub-sec- 
tion (2) says this: 

urphis section a,pplies to a political meeting held 
in  any constituency between the date of the issuL 
of a writ for the retllrn of a member or 
for the constituency and the date at  which a return 
to the writ is made." 

It is either present or absent. According to sec- 
tion 29, you will let off a statement a t  some meeting 
which is not a statement of fact and you will bl: 
guilty of practice; I want to know what is 
meant by the term "before or during an election." 
How can you reconcile section 29, with section 361 
[Hon. G. H. ADAMS: It is a different time.] I d., 
not understand what is meant by a false statement 
of fact ;  if it is a false statement then it is a falsr 
statement. I am 100% behind this section, beeauar 
I believe a lot of people will not be able to keep the:r 
seats in this House, because they have not got th? 
ability to attack a candidate without interfering with 
his personal character. 

Hon. G- H. MlAMs: I take i t  that You are 
referring to the Chairman. 

Mr. E. D- ~ C ~ T T I J E Y :  I am not referring to 
the Chairman because he has the ability to do things 
well. w e  were told that "during a n  electi@n7' might 
mean from now until 1956; if during that period a 

false statement is made against a candidate he will 
be guilty of a n  offence. 

I am confused over Clause 36; it says that it ap- 
plies to a meeting held in  any constituency between 
the date of the issue of the writ and the date of the 
returns of the writ. On the last occasion an  inter- 
pretation put On it the Premier. ' quits 
agree with the amendment but  I want i t  made quite 

what is meant the term "during an elee- 
tion"; there is nothing in  the Interpretation Clauzr: 
which tells you clearly enough what is a n  election. 

I t  is a nice thing of Your but 
I want it made abundantly clear what is meant by 
the term "during an  election". It is made perfect- 

, ly clear as  to breaking up meetings and so on;  as 
soon as writs are issued you cannot do that, halt 
should i t  not be made clear in section 29, what is 
izn C C a ~h~ honoura;ble member says what 
is the practice in xngand but conditions are differ- 
ent here from those in  England; and why should W 
put people to the disadvantage of having to go to a 
lawyer for  a n  opinion. 

I am quite capable of attacking a candidate 
without interferring with his personal character. I 
haye discussed this mattel. with lawyers and many of 
them have disagreez what is here can mean 3, 4, 
or 5 years. According to the Premier if you had an 
election in 1970 and something was said now about a 
person's character, the person making that statement 
15ould be guilty of a a  offence. I want this section 
to be made clear so that any Magistrate would be 
able to interpret it. 

I can d e l y  say I never had an  agent but I do 
know that the average candidate without some ex- 
plerience must have some agent. Just  as  it is abun- 
dantly dear in 36 (2) why not make i t  clear in 3E? 
5.55 p.m. 

Hon. G. H. ADAi'dS: I cannot put i t  any more 
Eimple than this. The hon. member is saying that 
there is a difference; there is a difference. Certain 
things are prohibited for one day; certain things 
are prohibited between the issuing of the writs until 
lhe date on which returns to them are made ; and 
certain things are prohibited Por a n  indefinite pwiod. 

Perhaps I may have given the impression on the 
ldst occasion that three, four or five years would 'be 
the normal thing, but I say again that you must exam- 
ine the ~ircumstances of each case. It may be very 
d ~ f f i c ~ l t  to  say of two people that the election for each 

them began On the same "A" mW my 
I am not interested in p0IitiC~ and a s  soon a s  a writ 
is k ~ u e d  he comes forward; therefore knowing that, 
he was not a candidate until everybody knew he was 
a candidate. 

A case has to be examined on its merits. It can 
happen that a loses an election, and the neat 
day he starts sharing out half crowns for the next 
clpetion; if you can prove t-t he was starting an- 
other electi;n from the monriw after the 

anything he does during that period 
can be taken against He is a from 

tin,e. 
Some judges say an impending but they 

sll hesitate to lay the particular time. It may 
I,, from the time of the isruing. of the llatil 

if he intends to be a and 
illegal It also has been said 

bp some judges that just nursing a constituency 
does not make a man a candidate, bnt  if you tell 
them you are running and you committed things 
which are looked on as corruption, all those things 
that vou did from the time yell were nursing the 
constituency m u l d  be taken intc account. Tn short, 
some offences can only be committed on election day: 



some 'between the k u i g  of writs and election, others 
may be committed .for days, months, even years be- 
fore the actual election. 

Strictly speaking, the day on which a writ is uar- 
~ i e d  out is election day, but for certain purposes i t  
may go back to the day before; and that is why to 
catch people and to make i t  quite clear you get tne 
2hrase (I do not know if i t  is in our Act; it is in  the 
English Act) " before, during and after election. " 
If after you got in, and you shared aw'ay half-c~owns 
though the election is over, you can still lose your 
seat. 

I have heard i t  suggested that voters are told 
that it is wrong to pay you any money to get your 
vote but if 1 get in  you can always come to me. Any 
other explanation which any hon. mein'ber wants me 
to  make, he call tell me. 

&fr. LEWIS: I will ask the hon. member to read 
the proviso at  the top of the next page. I t  reads as 
follows :- - 

"Provided that a candidate shall not be liable 
nor shall his election be avoided for any illegal prac- 
tice under this section committed by his agent other 
than his election be avoided for any illegal practice 
-1nder this section committed by his agent other than 
his election agent unless---', 

I t  does not make sense to me. If you also loolr 
a t  line 4 of sub-clause (3) of this same section (sec- 
tion 29) you will also see an error there. There is the 
word "electi0m" in place of the word "election". 

Hon. C.. H. ADAM'S: With regard to the pro- 
viso, i t  is a jumble. It is bad typing of words; per- 
llaps the typist must have repeated a line. I t  should 
read a s  follows :- 

"Provided that a candidate shall not be liable 
nor shall his election be avoided for any illegal prac- 
lice under this section committed by his agent other 
than his election agent unless----" 

The words "election be avoided for any illegal 
practice u n d e ~  this section committed by his agent 
other than his" have been repeated. They should 
be cut out. 
G.05 p.m. 

The proviso goes on: "committed by his agent 
other than his election agent unless"- (a) "it can 
be shorn" etc. Normally, the word "election" oc- 
curs twice: once immediately after the words "nor 
shall his." and immediatelv before the words "be 
avoided": and again, immediately after the words, 
"than his", and immediately before the words, 
"agent unless"-. 

It appears that the typist had occasion to turn 
her attention from the copy from which the type- 
zcript was being made, and upon returning to it her 
eyes caught the first "election" in line) 2, thereby 
causing her to repeat the same words which hon. 
members see occurring in lines 4 and 5 in error. The 
w o ~ d  "unless" is the last word in the proviso. I n  
Sub-sedion 3 the word "elections" occurring in line 
4 i in the plural. The "S" should be cut off, there- 
by making the word singular-"election." The pro- 
~ i s o  of Sub-section (1) when corrected, reads as fol- 
lows : 

Provided that a candidate shall not be liable nor 
sball his election be avoided for any illegal practice 
under this section committed by his agent other than 
his election agent unless- 

(a) i t  can be show'n, etc. 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, that part 

of the Section which has been amended is unneces- 
sary. Let us refer back to Section 29 (1). This sub- 
section says in effect that if you make certain false 
statements of fact in  relation to the persona! charac- 
ie r  or conduet of any candidate, i t  is an illegal 

JSE 
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practice; and the proviso says: "provided that the 
candidate shall not be liable "- 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: That is where the person 
made the statement and thought that it was true. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Yes; I know that; but 
I am asking you to refer t o  Par t  V, Section 58. It 
tays: ' 'A person guilty of an  illegal practice shall 
be liable on conviction by a court of summary juris- 
diction, to a fine not exceeding Gve hundred dollars, 
and ill a prosecution for an illegal practice i t  shall 
be sufficient to allege that the person was guilty of 
a11 illegal practice. ' ' 

Then, consider Section 59 and Section 60, Sub- 
sections (1) and ( 3 ) ,  and also Sections 61 and 62. It 
xi11 'be noticed that the only instance in which a can- 
didate forfeits his seat is given under the provisions 
of Section 62 [A VOICE: That has nothing to do 
with the illegal practices.] Let us look a t  Clause 62 ; 
Mr. Chairman, i t  says this:- 

( '  Every person who is convicted of bribery, 

treating or undue influe~ilce, shall (in additioll to any 
other punishment) be incapable during a period of 
five years from the date of his conviction- 

(a) of being registered as a voter or  voting a t  
ally election of a member or members of 
the General Assembly ;" 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : I do not agree with the 
hon. member. Ally illegal practice debars you from 
being a member for five years. 

Nr.  E. D. 3IOTTLEY: I am quoting again: 
L C register of voting" this is dealing with a specific 

factor in Clause 62. Then it goes on to tell you that 
as far  as an illegal practice is concerned, you are 
cnly debarred from voting if you are "col~victed of 
bribery, treating or undue influence." I can quite 
ses that because a person making a statement which 
is not a statement of fact might never be a candi- 
date; and therefore it provides for a person who is 
not a candidate a penalty of $500 for any contro- 
sention of this law. [A VOICE: And if he cannot 
pay?] Some persons might be willing to pay $500, 
but the matter is not fully put in this Section; there- 
fore again I say I should like to have it made clear 
to us. 

I11 my opinion in Clause 29 i t  is clear that if a 
person makes an  illegal statement against th. pcr- 
sonal character or conduct of a candidate he may or 
hc may not be a candidate. Now let u s  consider part 
5 Section 58. 

"A person guilty of an  illegal practice etc. " He 
will have to pay $500 and he cannot register; that is 
clear. [A VOICE : For a period of five years from 
the date of conviction.] F'rom my impression of 
Clause 9 sub-clause (1) I would say that you must 
be convicted of bribery, treating or undue influence. 
I n  other words, treating bribery and undue influ- 
ence are considered to be more serious offeixes than 
the making of a false statement of fact against the 
personal character and conduct of a candidate. 

I feel, and I am sure the Hon. Premier would 
ke under the same impression, that that would debar 
you in Jamaica and Trinidad; I would like the Hon. 
Premier to explain that for me. If it is fully thrash- 
~d out, when we come to the other sections; later on 
to-day I think it should 'be plain straight sailing. 

When you consider the section for which the 
E~on member has provided an amendment m d  then 
wad in part five Clause 62 paragraphs (a) and (h) ,  
yoii will find that his amendment need not apply. 
i i ~ a i n  I say that I should like the Hon. P'remier to 
explain i t  for us because, we on this side of the Table 
ace greatly worried about it. 
6.15 p.m. 
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Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Down to Section 61 thr 
offences were included; down to that Section you 
 aid that certain things were election oRences 
and in Section 62 you just repeated it. In 
England corruption comes under a special Act; 
we have a Prevention of Corruption Act but 
if the honourable member will look carefully at  the 
Sections preceding Section 61 he will not find any- 
thing about corruption. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: What I want to know is 
this; would a candidate who is guilty of illegal prac- 
tice forfeit his seat in the House of Assembly? If 
he is convicted of 'illegal practice after he is elected, 
a practice which is separate and distinct from bri- 
bery or  undue influence, does he forfeit his seat? 

Hon. Q. H. ADAMS: Section 61 says that 4 

person who is convicted of a n  illegal practice call- 
not be registered as an elector, or he cannot vote at 
any  election for a period of five years from the d a t ~  
of the conviction. You pick out the three most seri- 
ow 'offences, bribery, corruption and; undne in- 
fluence, and say in addition to any other punish- 
ment you will lose your seat for  five years. You 
cannot be registered as a voter and you cannot take 
your seat in the General Assembly. 

Mr. E .  D. NOTTLEY: If a successful can- 
didate is convicted under Section 29, is the penalty 
the same as it is if he is convicted as a candidate 
under Section 62, paragraphs (a)  and ( b ) ?  Does 
lie lose his seat for making a false statement of 
fact ? 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: If the honourable menl- 
ber wants i t  so, I will put i t  in when we get to Sec- 
tion 62. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTILEY: That is exactly what i 
want. 

The  questiom, that  Clause 29 as amevuled stmcl 
part of the  Bill was put and resolveld, in, the  afirnzcl- 
t h e  withow% diviswnl. 

Clazue 30 was called. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that C laus~  

30 stand part of the Bill. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: I am going to ask a question. I 

do not know if this is the time to ask it, but can a 
candidate find out a t  4 o'clock in the afternoon if 
200 people were in the polling station or not? 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I have voted a t  two elec- 
tions in  England. When you went into the room 
there were two little boys sitting down and asking 
you your name. There was a policeman there also; 
you also had the Ballot Act which says that you 
cannot ascertain who has voted. I suppose those 
two little boys would report to their respective 
parties afterwards; but if they were to go telling a 
candidate who has voted he could by subtraction 
tell who has not voted as yet. 

I presume that they could discover for the p~ur- 
poses of Party record that certain people have voted; 
but they could not pass on the information to the 
candidate or his agent during the period of the 
election. I n  a small community like Barbados, in 
St. John for instance, every candidate must kno,v 
every fisherman a t  Martin Bay; if the boats do not 
come in until 3 o'clock you know that at  2 o'cloclr 
the fishermen have not voted yet. 

I think in actual fact anybody who can b.: 
proved to have made a note of the people who have 
come in and voted and pass on that information out- 
side in order that by simple substraction you would 
know for whom to vote, has committed an  offence 
If he takes the names of people who walk in he has 
not committed any offence; but it is reasonable 

to think that people who go into the polling statior 
would vote. 

The  questiom that Clause 30 stand part of the  
Bill was put m d  resolved the  a f i r m t i v e  wdhout  
diviswm. 

Clause 31 was ca lkd  a d  passed. 
C h s e  32 was called. 
Hon. G. H.  ADAMS: I beg to move that Claus3 

32 stand part of the Bill. 
Hon. M. El. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I s  the Government 

really serious about this Clause? Are you really sug- 
gesting that a t  s public meeting i t  is something 
wrong to have a band of music? What is there im- 
moral about tha t?  

If  you are holding a public meeting you want 
to let people in the district know you are keeping a 
public meeting; it is a cultural activity. The same 
apparatus will have all the amplifiers with all the 
calypsoes and all the vulgar things playing on i t ;  
and are you going to say you cannot have a loud- 
speaker and you haxe to use what God has provideti 
you with'? 
6.25 p.m. 

You are saying that you cannot have a band 
at elections. What is wrong in  having somebody to 
come along and play in  a band for  you? What is 
going wrong with Barbados? Is somebody afraid 
of using his own ingenuity in appealing to the popu- 
lace? If you can appeal to people they will attend. 
Why should Socialists be afraid of meeting people 
i n  this way'? I see no reason why you should be 
afraid. I sag to you: never be afraid of the people; 
if they are for you, they are going to vote for you 
if the otker side has fifty bands. If you are afraid 
of the people and the other side has a loud-speaker, 
you will have to get three. You should not be afraid 
cf the people. So far  a s  I am concerned, I can go 
through this election or any election without a band. 

You have people in  your own constituency who 
would collect money from other people and they 
will come back and tell you and pledge that they 
are going to vote for you. People like you do not 
have to be afraid, because the same crowd will come 
back and tell you what happened. You are so sure; 
yet you are afraid of these things; why should you 
say that you cannot have a band at election? What 
is wrong with a Steel Band playing for  you or for  
anybody else prior to an  election? 

Let us say that you are going to hold a, meeting 
at  Bawdens where the people have no light and 
you carry a little light i n  the form of a band to 
lighten their hearts; what is wrong with that? You 
are only letting the people in  the district know 
that you are keeping a meeting. I s  anything wrong 
riith tha t?  I do not see anything wrong. Will the 
electorate be corrupted by your carrying a band 
there? I do not see anything wrong with your using 
a little music. 

Mr. LEWIS:  If the honourable member makes 
an amendment, perhaps I will support it. As far  
as a band a t  meetings during an  election is con- 
cerned, I do not think i t  will cause any undue an- 
noyance. Of course, honourable members know that 
I am not in a position to hire a band or anything 
like that. As an  honourable member has said, you 
cannot play a band from the commencement to t h p  
end of a, meeting. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: Now, Sir, Section 32, 
(1) reads as follows:- 

"No person shall, for the purpose of promot- 
ing or procuring the election of any candidate, hire 
or make use of any band of music." 
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All through this Bill I have to ask what is 
meant by  "election". I want this thing clarified 
If you look at Section 36, which refer to distur 
bances a t  election meetings you will see the follow . .  
ing as sub-clause 2 :- 

"This section applies to a political meeting held 
in any constituency between the date of a n  issue of 
a writ for the return of a member or members for 
the constituency and the date a t  which the return 
to the writ is made." 

I have been i n  election campaigns for a long 
time, therefore, I am asking the Hon. Premier not 
to put the coming generation at  such a disadvantage 
by not clarifying the word "election" in this Sec- 
tion. Let us say that I am standing for election 
which would be sometime in December and I am 
starting my campaign in August. Bear in mind, I 
am using myself as an  example, but I am talking 
for the benefit of the coming generation. 

I start off my campaign with a band of music 
to bring around people to my meeting. What I ail1 
saying is this: for the purpose of Section 29 which 
we have passed we accept the interpretatian oE 
election with the provisos thereto. If  you turn for- 
ward to Section 36, as I have already pointed out, 
you will see that i t  says the time to which the Sec- 
tion applies. Now you are dealing with the pro- 
hibition of employment of bands. Would you tell 
us the interpretation which this would mean? 

I am going to show you something further with 
respect to this Section. Sub-clause 2, says:- 

"No person shall play in, any band of music 
a t  any meeting or in any procession held for the 
purpose of promoting or procuring the election of 
any candidate. " 

This is not a n  illegal practice, yet you are say- 
ing in sub-clause (3) : 

"Any person who contravenes any of the pro- 
visions of this Section shall be liable, on conviction 
of a court of summary jurisdiction to a fine not ex- 
ceeding two hundred dollars or to imprisonment for 
a term not exceeding three months." 

A11 the illegal practices are set out in the other 
part. This is not an  illegal practice. I want to 
lirnow when it is an election. 
6.35 pm.  

Hon. 8. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, sub-sectiolt 
2 of this Section covers the point. I n  England i t  is 
\j-orded slightly different. I t  says: No paymellt 
sha,ll be made"; sub-section 1 of Section 32 of this 
Rjll says " ~ ~ b ~ d ~  . . &all hire"; whenever you 
hold a meeting for the purpose of getting a man in 
the House and you hire even a flute player, it wlll 
be comidered as a band of music; and will 
fore be a contravention of the provisions of this 
Section. Playing a gramophone or a piano is not a 
band of music. [A VOICE : A record is not a band 
of rnusic.1 [Mr. H. D. MOTTLEY: Go ahead.] Even 
a fool would know what a band of music is. The 
honourable junior member for the City practically 
answered that. 

You must do everything possible to give every- 
body an  even chance of peaceful persuasion in their 
efforts to g ~ t  a seat in the General Assembly. You 
must not give the rich an unfair advantage. The 
whole object of the provisions of Section 32 is to prc 
vent the dice from being loaded against poor people 
c r  to prevent the dice being loaded against favoured 
people. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY and Mr. P .  L. WAL- 
COTT rose sirnultanieouslgt to speak while the Hon. 
C .  R. A D M f l  was stiZl spe(v7ei~g. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: There are three honourabl? 
members standing. Will all three please sit? [Mr. 

F. L. WALCOTT: That could not be fair. You ask 
us to sit and then you will see somebody else get up.] 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, which ever 
you call. Now, I am merely pointing out that we did 
uot go now as fa r  as the English law; beoa;use- 

uW,r. E. D. MOTTLEY aim? Mr. F.  L. W&- 
COTT rose &ultaneousl.2/ to speak. 

Mr. E .  D. NOTTLEY: Mr. Cha imn-  
Mr. CHAIIEMAN: Will both honourabe mem 

bers sit? 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I- 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: Before I say what I intend 

to say you rise. 
Mr. F. L. WAILCOTT: Mr. Chairman, am I not 

a member of this House? 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: Yes, but you must be called 

vpon. The honourable junior member for St. Peter 
may now speak. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, Section 
.?2 deals not only with hiring a band; i t  alm pro- 
vides against persons playing in a band. Whah \)-P 
dre saying is this: why make a distinction as to \\hat 
is a b m d ?  Let m throw this idea out of Barbadw 
once and for all. I am referring to the idea that 
lawyers think that they are the only people wna 
have any sense. 

If a candidate should play gramophone records 
a t  a meeting of his I do not see how that could be 
regarded as a ban4; but when a band is there in 
person that is a different thing; that in my opiniou 
would be an  offence. If the hon. member wishes to 
suggest that in that case there is an  unfair advan- 
tage, let us go into i t  now and it will be found 
where the unfair advantages are. 

Are you going to control the loud speakers tililt 
you are going to allow candidates to use? Are 
fsuggesting also that if a t  any meeting a man should 
have a good loud-speaker apparatus he has an  advan- 
tage over his opponent; or are You suggesting that 
a man Can go on the rostrum and speak as I am 
'peaking now, without any aid&. It is a mattcr of 
organitsation and technique. If people happeu to 
have an  abundant technique or abundance of or- 
ganising ability YOU cannot blame them for wishing 
to make use of it. Some of us have technique and 
some of do not have it. Some of us have a technique 

, for destroying. 
What is wrong with having music a t  a meciirtg? 

1 would agree with YOU if you said there should ba 
no music on the day of the elections or on nomina- 
tion day; but what is wrong with having muslc say, 
five or six months before an  election- suppose I 
should go into St. Andrew and organise a meeting 
what is wrong with my carrying along some records 
to help me in that meeting? What is wrong with 
that? What unfair advantage do I have in  doing 
such a thing. There are some people who are love- 
17 singers; who could say that if you obtained the 
services of some good singer a t  a meeting that that 

be an unfair advantage? I n  my opinion this 
is a means of thwarting organisation. 

When you talk abqut corruption, what is greater 
corruption than aaybody taking someone bchind 
closed doors and giving themm money? What is the 
use of saying that there is a comparison betweell 
that and paying money to people to play a band of 
nlnsic at a meeting. Why not put that in  the Bill 
too. If you do not have motor cars then what do 
you want money to do? To bribe people? You can- 
cot use a band in a meeting but you can find $10- 
C100 to bribe. [A VOICE: Bribe who?] I am very 
glad to note that some of these things are in this 
Cili; because you will soon very well know how 
money is being spent for election purposes. 



Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Chairman, I cannct 
appreciate the very rare and absurd remarks of thb 
hen. junior member for St. Peter. The Clause say< 
"a band of music". I t  does not say that you callnot 
hear mybody a,inging. You can have music at an 
election meeting; but the Act prohibits a band for 
the specific reason that a band can break up another 
pandidate's meeting. For instance one candidate 
may be holding a meeting at a certain place; a band 
may approach that place thereby causing three- 
quarters of the people in attendance at this par- 
titular candidate's meeting to leave and follow 
taat band. [Mr. CRAWFORD: That is not the rea- 
son here.] 
b.45 p.m. 

~h~~~ is a reason behind everything; ther",OU 
could not be any other reasoo for prohibiting a band. 
The whole essence of an election is that it is to be 
one of equality. you do not want to cause endlesc; 
irsturbanoe to other candidates; you want an elec- 
tion to pass off as fairly to each candidate as possi- 
ble; and you can only do that if you prohibit dis- 
c.rder. You have to pass orders so as to give tht, 
maximum chance so far as fairness is concerned to 
every candidate. 

I h,ave seen the Steel Band at election time pass 
through a meeting which is being held; and with 
all the jumping up and playing more than one half 
of the people left the meeting. That is unfair and 
if the law prohibits that, it is reasonable. You can 
have singing or singers on your platform, that is not 
prohibited. You cannot interpret a Choir as ; 
band of music; only people like the hon. member 
who has just sat down, could interpret it in that 
way. You can have music from a loud-speaker; 
[Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: What is the difference?! 
The difierence is that a loud-speaker cannot do what 
s Steel Band can do. You do not want to put an). 
unfair disadvantage to any candidate. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: What the hon. member 
who has just sat down has spoken of is provided fo: 
in Clause 36. I am not worried about the band: 1 
want the Premier to say exactly what I want him 9 
answer. I said that in the absence of in 
the Interpretation Clause as to what an election is, 
you have three different definitions now. 1 am 
ssking when does the electiorl apply, because this 

refers to the promoting or procuring the 
election of any candidate. It is a very good thing 
when you are in the Government to say that this is 
going be but you are going to be 
in here and we want things made clear for the benefit 
of the public. This Clause says :- 

"No person shall, for the purpose of promoting 
or procuring the election of any candidate, hire or 
make use of any band of music." 

The argument which the hon. member has used 
will never stop that under this Section; if this means 
having a band of music between the issuing of the 
Writs and the return of the Writs, I entirely agree 
with this Section; but if a man signified his intention 
of coming forward as a candidate and goes to St. 
Ph5lip, and if a Steel Band passed through St. 
Philip six months before - Let me put it in 
this way: here You have the Labour Party 
1.1 power; your Party goes into St. George or 
St. &drew and calls us all sorts of things; th- 
election is not until December, 1956, but for 
the purposes of securing the election of your mem- 
bers you have Steel Band all over St. Andrew 
or St. George and you bring people down to St. 
Simons for the purpose of hearing your election 
platform; are you guilty of an offence? You are put- 
tjng this in the Act now; you will go out and hoIrl 
z, meeting; some of your followers get together 
because they like the Lnbour party they will briny 

uown people to hear what you are going to say; k 
that for the purposes of procuring the election of a 
candidate? There are political enthusiasts connected 
with your Party and they can get together with a 
band and that applies a tremendous lot to your 
Party- 

Smile as you may, call me a fool or an upstart it 
you like; I know that the day will come when the 
judge will interpret what you say as being wrong. 
You can make the law but you cannot tell a magis- 
trate or a judge how to interpret. If lovers of a 
Labour Party get themselves together and hold a 
meeting or tell people that there is a meeting in St. 
Andrew and they do it freely, is that not for the 
purpose of procuring the election of a candidate? If 

are saying this in relation to or during the 
issuing of the Writs7 that is all well and good. I 
Want to say that there are a tremendous lot of things 
which work well in England but they will not work 
well in Ikbados.  
6.55 p.nl. 

Show me the candidate who will be running an 
election four or five weeks before. I can tell you 
that there are horses in the paddock now training for 
the next election in 1956; they had anticipated that 
when the Hon. Premier came back from Ame~ica 
ihat there would have begn a snap election. HOW- 
tver, I am quite serious about this. I agree with 
the argument that between the issuing of the writs 
and the date on which returns are to be made there 
should be none of this annoyance with bands; but 
what I am asking (and for the benefit of the com- 
munity) is that you say when there is an election. 

You get youngsters who are not working, coming 
as far  as from St. Pcter and begging you for steel 
cans to cut off the tops and make ping-pongs from 
them; and if such youngstem from St. Peter hear 
that there is a political meeting a t  Diamond Corner 
they will turn out with their ping-pongs. According 
to this, if they play their instruments they will be 
liable to a fine of $500 or the alternative of three 
rjlonths imprisonment. 

Let us apply our commorsense to this thing. I 
agree that on the day of election you should cut out 
these bands. me ask the Hon. premier this: sup- 
pose the b b o u r  Pady hold a meeting ia s t .  Jame, 
next week and annmnce that they will be running 
>lr. Searles as their candidate for that parish, and 
you get fishermen knowing of it, and wanting to 
bring out a they turn out with their steel 
Band; is that an offence? According to this it would 
be an I mould really like the Premier 
to tell me what is the time limit to this. 

Mr. F. (L WALCOTT: Wcal l  would agree to it 
if there is a time limit. If I were a hypocrite I would 
get here and make speeches which would hurt my own 
conscience, but I am not a hypocrite. Now, this means 
of disturbance has been covered already by a previous 
section. What the hon. junior mbmber for St. John 
means is that by the playing of a band you might 
be able to draw people away from a meeting which 
your opponent is holding, or you may do so to dis- 
turb his meeting. If you are going to aJl this length 
why not make it an offei~ce for a candidate to appear 
at a meeting which is being held by his opponent 4 

I am saying that you can pull away crowds from 
a meeting of your opponent without yoyr saying it 

word, you can do so by merely putting in pour ap- 
pearance. It is a fact that sometimes people get a 
little overdose of coiiceit and forget where they 
started from. I n  December, 1948, the Hon. Premier 
came back to this island from a United Nations Con- 
ference and those of us of the Labour Party who were 
here, organised a d-emonstrtltibn for him f ~ o m  the 
Seawell Airport to Queens Park and he w8s the eea- 
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tral figure. That will be illegal now. Bear in mind 
that demonstration took place on the 6th Decembsr 
and the election was on the 8th December. Do you 
know that that would be illegal now? The same sort 
of thing can happen again. One of your people 
is away, he is coming back a day or two before an 
election and you carry a band to meet him. 

Let me say that we live in a tropical country and 
we have to work with the people with whom we live. 
!n England when a man wants a drink he takes a 
cup of tea; we like some rum sometimes. As a matter 
of fact;  some doctors say rum is food. 

People live in  fa r  villages and you want to 
bring them out to your meetings, and in order to do 
so you hire a band. What is wrong with that? As 1 
have said, in 1948, when the Hon. Premier came back 
here there was a demonstration; what is wrong with 
that? [A VOICE : That is a different thing.] Of 
course it is a different thing because he knew nothing 
about it. There are people who never organised an)-- 
thing. 

Mr. Chairman, I am saying that i t  is you and 
some of the others like you who will feel the pinch 
of the shoe if this Section remains as i t  is. I t  is when 
people show some liking for you that they turn 
cut their little flute to play a tune for you. 

It is the biggest piece of stupidness when you 
say that the playing of a band will give an unfair 
advantage over your opponent. You cannot disturb a 
meeting by a band or otherwise. What you have 
in  another clause is for the purpose of preventing 
people from disturbing your meeting. 
7.05 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, this Clause does 
llot hinge on the word llelection"; to ine it h i ~ g e s  
on the word "candidate". The question is: when is 
a candidate a candidate? So far  as I can see you 
rnay be a candidate after you have paid a deposit; 
and as I see i t  sub-clause (1) bears no reference to the 
candidate at  all. When you read sub-clause (1) you 
get the inipression more or less that somebody is do- 
brig something for soinebody else. When I see the 
$-fords in Sub-clauw (l) : "Any person", certainly 
L 1 any s er son" in that case could not mean a candi- 

date. I see also that Sub-clause (1) of Clause 32 pre- 
17ents any person from hiriog a band. 

Sir, I have not studied this sufficiently to be 
able to make any amendment. If some hon. mem5ers 
agree that there should be a specific period during 
which a man should be conqidered as being a candi- 
date, I would invite him to say when is a candidate 
a candidate. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: A man is a potential can- 
didate from the day he was born. What I am going to 
say now I have said over and over again on Tuesday 
last until I was tired: this Section is strongly in 
force in England; i t  says (among other thin@) : 
"Land of music, loud-speaker apparatus, flags ban- 
~ e r s "  etc; and if any such things are done, i t  
amounts to an offence. 

Scores of cases have been argued since that Bet 
was passed in EngTand. The hon. senior member for 
the City wants to know how a magistrate will inter- 
pret i t ;  but can we know how a magistrate will in- 
terpret it ? 

T  ill sap aqain : the word "election" llleans the 
process of election. Certain offences take place on the 
day of an  election. This offence will be taking place 
whethey you hold a meeting OT not. [Mr. F. L. WAG 
COTT: Dr. IVilson is a candidate in St. John now1.] 
My knowledge of history is not up-to-date, but some- 
Gody will kll us when the first English Parliament 
started. I thigk it was 1066 or thereabout. 

You cannot attempt to draft original legisla- 
tion without knowing something of the inter- 

pretation of the language you may use; because the 
chances are that you may make a mistake. Ali sorts 
of offences have been committed in the old House of 
C:ommons. The law-courts have interpreted line after 
line of election law and it is very difficult to have a 
dispute in electioil law; you might have a dispute of 
fact. 

As far  as  this section is concerned you do not 
have to define "candidate". If he changes his mind 
after he has committed the offence - [Mr. E .  D. 
MOTTLEY: What about election time?] I have al- 
ready said it is impossible to lay down any hard and 
fast rule. [Mr. E .  D. IIOTTLE'I'; But you have al- 
ready laid down the penalty for breaking up meet- 
,ings.] You call break up  meetings and you can be 
prosecuted for other things too. [Mr. E. D! MOTT- 
LEY:  CBause 36.1 Clause 36 fixes the period only 
from the issue of the w ~ i t s ;  but  you can break up an 
election meeting before the issue of the writs. [A 
VOIDE : Not necesslrtrily.] . 

Mr. E. D. M W T L E Y :  I want this doubtful 
cleared up. The hon. member has quoted 

Sub-section (2) of Section 36 which says : "This sec- 
tion applies to a political nleetirig held in any con- 
stituency between the date of the issue of a writ for  
the return of a melmber or members for the comtitu- 
kncy and the date at  which a return to the writ is 
made." [A VOICE: For that offence, but not for 
the hvhole election.] Are you saying then that Sec- 
tion 38 is similar to Section 298 Sub-section (2) of 
Section 32 not only deals with a candidate, but also 
with persons playing in a band. They will have to 
pay $100 for ally contravention. Is that fair?  

Let us suppose that I am a candidate for trhe 
!g55 Elections. Three days after the elections I saJT 
to someone having a band:  "I have failed a t  the 
last election, bnt I am going to run for 1961 Elec- 
tions;" thereupon the man sets off with his band and 
'the next two weeks I die; the result is that I have 
not been a candidate for the elections, yet he and his 
band are convicted. That is not fair. 
7.15 p m .  

It does not sound right ; if you are saying "I am 
going to do what happens in England" i t  is just not 
right. I suggest to the Hon. Premier that he post- 
pone the further consideration of this Clause. If I 
am standing for election and thirty people walk up  
with a Band, the police prosecute, they are con 
victed, and T am no longer a candidate. I say again 
that the further consideration of this Clause shodld 
be postponed and let them bring forward something 
which is more sensible. This does not make sense. On 
the day of the election you can stop the music; stop 
all the nonseinse. 

If the interpretation is what the Hon. Premier 
says i t  is, you have to take it. I am accepting what 
the Hon. Pi-emier is saying th t  this time applies 
to any time 'before an election; i t  might be five years 
before, but this is not right. I suggest that we face 
facts locally and see how this Clause applies. I again 
~nggest  to ths Preniier that he postpone the further 
consideration of this Clause. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: If you look at  Section 
37 you win see that that Section deals with the ques- 
tion of giving notice of the holding of meetings dur- 
ing election time. You cannot tell a man five years 
before a n  election that you are going to hold a meet- 
: k g ;  this is not legal phraseology. What are you 
spending all this money'on education for?  To send 
out dunces? This Section says:- 

"No person shall, for the purpose of promoting 
or procuring the election of any candidate, hire o r  
make use of anv Sand of mnsic.'' 
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This is nothing to do with any time but election 
time; as long as you are a candidate ox7er 21 years 
uf age and y a i  are going to run for election in l999 
-This clause does not put auy time limit to keep- 
ing a band. Do you realise that under the law the 
Labour Party, for instance, ~hou ld  not carry a meet- 
iag anywhere 'because they are procurii~g a c a d -  
date. Under Clause 37 you have to go to a Police 
Station and give three hours' notice that you are 
going to hold a meeting. 

You really have to wonder if you can keep a 
dance under your patronage during a n  election, 5e- 
cause that may be taken as a means of influencing 
your chances at the election; as the hoii. senior mem- 
ber for the City would say, the spondulicks may be 
v;orkiiw during intermission ! 

I s  this going to mean something in perpetuity? 
The meetings deal with a period; you are, not a can- 
didate by noniination, Son are a candidate before you 
are nominated and when, you are nominated you are 
s nominated candidate. Nomination only shows how 
you can be elected; candidature only means that you 
are a candidate for the House of Assembly; and 
~vhen a man says that he, is running for a seat in the 
House of Assembly five, three, two years or one year 
before, whenever this is pamed it will apply to him 
from the time he holds a meeting. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: In  the first place obviously 
a man cannot be a candidate unlem he declares him- 
self as a candidate. I do not quite see the reason 
for the warmth of the remark of the hon. senior 
niember for the City; when a man commits an offence 
and dies after does it make the offence any less? 
How' could it be said that the offence was not c m -  
mitted? I do not see any difficulty here; we have 
passed this four years ago and what has happened 
isince that would cause us to change i t ?  We are mere- 
ly reproducing what we passed four years ago. 

Those who want this Section changed should be 
able to say "Look at the inconvenience or disturb- 
ance it has caused!" The hon. junior member fol. 

S. John using the intelligence which God has given 
him and not beclouded by other people, has put the 
position correctly. 
7.25 p.m. 

Mr. BR.ANCKER: Mr. Chairman, even although 
me have on the Statute Book now a section along 
similar lines that is proposed in this Bill, yet coming 
before us now in connection with this Bill, I see no 
reason why we should not give it our close attention. 
The mere fact that we passed a similar thing some- 
time ago does not mean that me are justified in pass- 
ing i t  now; far  from it. 

Since we have had our interest in music kindled 
by the Trinidad Steel Band and you have people in 
this country going around wit11 steel instruments 
and guitars, I: think there is no longer any justifica- 
lion for maintaining this clause as it appears in this 
Rill : and that is why I think we might make a change. 
T agree that there sho~zld be a limitation to this, but 
I gather from the hon. senior memljer for St. Joseph 
Zhat it is going to be wider than i t  should be. As th? 
hon. junior member for St. Peter pointed out, it 
might affect somebody coming forward in  1999. If 
there were a limitation period set out in  the Clause, 
@ay from Nomination a y ,  I think that mould be 
c~uite reasonable, because it would ensure the order- 
linescl of an election. 

Mr. Chairman, even if I overlooked something 
four sear3 ago, o'bviously it is time if I amend i t  
IIPW. There is greater indulgence :n the love of music 
and in the Steel Band to-dav than it way1 four wars  
ape. Tn so far  as I am concerned. 1 cannot sav off 
Eand if there is any recent law on the point that 

two or three persons constitute a band. Why could 
not there be a band of two or three people going 
around and playing for you? Zn the absence of any 
recent case on tne poiut as to whether two or twelve 
people constitute a band, I would say offhand that 
LWO or three people would cor&tute a band. That 
is why 1 say because we passed a similar section to 
this 'before, in the light of our experience over the 
past four years, I see no reason why we should stul- 
~ i f y  thc ambitions and the aspirations of those with 
a love of music, or those who had been affected by 
the dulcet tones of the Steel Bands. Why should w'e 
deny and restrict them? 

Let it not be forgotten that when we pass this 
~cction a second time, obviously, it would be a matter 
for the authorities to look up and take notice of it 
~lthough they might not havc taken notice of it on 
a former occasion. You are saying now that no band 
shall play during a11 election, and the authorities 
: cd  the police may say that when a similar section 
nas passed the first time it was an oversight, but 
now that you havc passed i t  a second time they will 
1 E justified in coming to the conclusion that you take 
a serious vie .v about i t ;  therefore they would have 
tq take action on it. 

Another thing which you have to consider is the 
type of person who w5ll be called up011 to pay this 
fine. You are making the penalty in this case a fine 
not exceeding $200 or imprisonment not exceeding 
three months. Of course, that means you can be 
fined a dollav 9r be imprisoned for one week; but 
when you put the fine at  such high figure as $200 
you make it a serious ofrenc~ of the law and you 
therefore put it in a higher category. 

I propose that we shall limit this by the inclu- 
sion of a n  amendment. I therefore beg to move the 
insertion of the following amendment at  the end of 
paragraph 3 :- 

"Provision of this section ~ h a l l  only apply to 
read Between Nomination Day and Polling Day, both 
days inclusive.'' 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Despite the blast from the h o a  
junior member for St. Peter and the attempted calm 
judicious approach by the hon. senior member for 
Lucy, I am going to emphasise that if these tw? 
clauses are altered the disturbances that will be 
made permissible will make chaos of an election. 
Without these two c l w e s  a band can come next door 
to your meeting; and regardless of what you have 
to say, it will completely disturb the meeting. Some 
hon. members say that protection from that is pro- 
vided for under Section 36; it does not appear so 
to me. 
7.35 p.m. 

There is no ambiguity in this clause for me. 
The honourable member does not have a logical or 
scientific mind. This is plain unbiased language ; 
I will quote it. 32 (1) : "No person shall for the pur- 
p o s ~  of promoting or procuring the election of any 
candidate hire or make use of any band of music." 

I t  does not mean that if I am keeping a meeting 
I am not to have a band of music on my platform; 
that section is put there to prevent any of my oppo- 
nents from being able to bring a band of music to 
completely wreck the possibilities of my meeting. 
I defy any honourable member of this House tcv slay 
that that cannot happen. If this clause does not 
safeguard them many candidates will h c e  chaos in 
their appeal to the electorate. 

Sub-section (2)  of the same section says: "No 
wrson shall play in any band of music". That ap- 
plies to the players; and the penalty for coptraven- 
tion of any of the provisions of section 32 is $200 
cr imprisonment. It is illegal to have a band in 



that case. You must have a penalty for the legal 
act and that is the penalty for  those who take part 
in the playing. Section 36 does not operate against 
the hire or use of a band or against persoils playing 
in a band; I am convinced of that. ~ h n g u a g e  has 
no terrors for me. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, we know 
that some people have a scientific mind; but I would 
never like to have a scietitific mind like the last 
bonourable member, because the day I have the type 
of scientific mind thak he has I would rather be dead. 
[Mr. VAUGHAN: A nonsensical abstract, that is 
what he is.] If we were in Germany before the 
Nazi rule such persons could not sit in  certaiil 
places because they would be outlawed. When these 
sort of trifles are encountered and some people trjj 
t c  be naive, I am going to let them know exactly 
how they stand in the public eye. 

This section implies individual action; that is, 
that. any band which goes and disturbs another 
man's meeting each person can be charged individu- 
ally. Is a band something to prosecute? You have 
tc, prosecute someone. [Asides] .  

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am askilhg the honourable 
junior member for St. John to keep quiet. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The learned honourable 
member said that if a band is taken along in sup- 
port of your meeting, that i t  is an  illegal act. This 
Section does not say that you have got to disturb it 
by a flute. [A VOICE : By a comb?] What we sug- 
gest, Mr. Chairman, is this: you should not have a 
b a d  during the time when you would disturb that 
candidate's meeting. 

When the Representation of the People (Mis 
cellaneous Provisions) Act, 1951 was passed, it was 
passed at  a time when the General Elections were 
drawing near. Hon. members in this House did not 
worry about the clauses then because i t  was con- 
sidered that we wanted to get the Bill through. 
But the Bill was passed precisely on the basis that 
any difficulties or causes for objection would be 
dealt with later. What we are saying today is this: 
we see no harm in  being able to make use of a band 
five or six months before the election. 

Arguing on the hypothesis that the election is 
going to be in 1956, what is wrong with anyone 
saying that he is going to be a candidate in 19562 
Would he be doing any harm if he said he is goiny 
to hire a band and run for elections? You said 
you are going to allow us to use the elementary 
schools; are you suggesting that you should not have 
a band in that case on the grounds that i t  woulrl 
interfere with another candidate? 

Now, let us for aargument sake, say this: the 
honourable junior member for St. John is holding 
a meeting in St. John and I am holding a meeting 
in St. George; but he is afraid that I am going to 
take up a band and ride up  to St. John in  order 
tc disturb his meeting. He says that the other clause 
(viz. clause 36) does not apply; but I am saying 
that it does apply to a band. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, if the purpose 
of clause 32 is to prevent bands from disturbing the 
peace a t  another meeting it should relate to the same 
period of time as clause 36 where an  individual is 
involved. Why should an  individual be only ex- 
empted from two weeks before issuing the writs; 
or from the time the writs are issued until the time 
of the nomination, wbreas  bands wiu have a longer 
latitude as a t  any other time during the year. 

We; are conscious of what is happening in Jama- 
icla. It may applv now much more vigorously than it 
did in  the last election. 

Last time we took these things very fast in our 
stride. As I said before, what is the purpose of clausz 
328 I t  is to  prevent a band from disturbing another 
person's meeting. 
7.45 p.m. 

Why should that not apply to the same period 
of time as in Clause 364 There an  individual is p r e  
eluded from disturbing any person's meeting from 
the date of the issue of the writ and the return of 
the writ. I think that that would meet the criticism 
of the Committee and i t  would be a very wise thing 
to ilo indeed. 

If the honourable senior member for St. Lucy 
will amend his motion to apply to the period from 
the issuing of the writ until the return of the writ I 
would agree with that. I am suggesting that this 
amendment should apply as from the issuing of the 
writ which is an  earlier period than Nominatiol 
Day, as moved by the honourable senior member for 
St. Lucy. I repeat that the period should be the 
same as in  Clause 36. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I accept that amendment. 
T h e  qzcesfiow that the  words proposed to  be i~c -  

scrted be inserted was pwt m d  resolved in the nega- 
tiwe, a &vision being taken 0s follows :- 

A y e s .  Messrs. F .  I,. \ I T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  BRANCKER, GOD- 
DARD and Lnw~s- (4). 

Noes: Hon. )G. H. ~ A M S ,  Hon. M. E. Cox, 
Hon. C. E. TALMA Mrs. BOURNE, Messrs. HOLDER, 
BRYAN, I-Ion. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS, Messrs  ER, 
and J .  C. M ~ Y - ( 1 0 ) .  

T h e  question that Clause 32 stand pwt of the  
Bill was put amd resolved the  affimmtive &th- 
out division. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, a t  
this stage I beg to move that you do now report pro 
gress and ask for leave for the Committee to sit 
again. 

Mr. BRYAN: I beg to second that. 
The  motion was put a d  agreed to. 
The C H A J R M A N  reported to Mr. D E P U T Y  

S P E A K E R ,  u r b  took the  Chair and reported ac- 
cordingly. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: I beg to mov~?, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, that this House do now ad- 
journ for three quarters of an  hour. 

Mr. BRYAN: I beg to second that. 
The questiom that thh House do molw adjourn 

for t k e e  quarters of a n  h o w  was put amld resolved 
in t he  a f f i r m t i v e  and Mr. D E P U T Y  #PEAKER 
adjoum~ed the House, accordingly. 
7.55 p..m. 

On, re-assembling : 

PETITION 

Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I am ask- 
ing leave to present a Petition on b e W  of the Right 
Reverend G. L. G. Mandeville, Lord Bishop of B ~ b a -  
dm, the Very Reverend G. V. Hazelwood and the 
Reverend B. C. Ullyett, praying the House to  aiutho- 
rise them to  sell a portion of land part  of St. 
Stephen's Vicarage. 

There being no objection, lease wias g r m t e d  thc 
hon. member. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEP: Mr. Speaker: I beg to 
present a Petition on behalf of the Right Reverend 
G. L. G. Mandeville, Lord Bishop of Barbados, the 
Very Reverend G. V. Hazlewood anld the Reverend 
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B. C. Ullyett, praying the House to authorise them to 
sell a portion of land part of St. Mephen's Vicarage. 
The Petition is respectfully worded, and I beg tllaL 
;it be taken as read. 

&OTB@E OF BILL 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I beg to give notice of 
a Bill in respect of the Petition of which I have just 
given notice, 

BILL READ A FIRST TIME 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I beg CO move that the 
Bill to give authority $or the sde  of lmd, part or ;.. 
mphen 's  Vicarage be now read a h t  time. 

Mr. GODDARD : I beg to eecond that. 
Hon. M. E. COX: Before you put the question, 

1 did not hear when notice of the Bill wm given. 
Mr. SPEAKER: Notice of it was given. 
The qumtwn that the Bill be n m  PectcE cu first 

time W put amd resolved in the affirmative with. ? ~ t  
division. 

DEBATE RESUMED ON MOTION FOR 
RESCISSION 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
leave to continue with the debate which was post- 
poned earlier today in oonnection with the motion 
for the rescinding of the vote suspending the hon. 
junior member for St. Lucy. 

Hon. M. E. OOX: The hon. junior member for 
Christ Church cannot speak again on that motion, 
the hon. junior member for St. Joseph was the hon. 
member who was speaking on that motion last. I t  
was his duty to c o n t W  the debate. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is only sug- 
gtsting to the House to continue the debate on that 
motion. Is  the House desirous of continuing this 
debate ? 

VOICES: Yes. 
Mr. SPEAKER: I want to get the feeling of 

the House as to whether or not hon. members are 
desirous of continuing the debate on the motion mov- 
ed by the Hon. Leader of the Opposition. The only 
d a y  for you to get the feeling of the House is if some 
hon. member intimate it by beginning to speak on 
the motion. 

Mr. E. K. WALC'OTT: Mr. Speaker, I moved 
the  postponement of debate, and I know that it is 
nithin your power to dlow me to defer any speech 
which I may care to make on it until later. I am 
asking for that privilege. 

After Your Honour left the House, the HOE. 
Leader of the Hoilse said he thought that it was only 
right that we should not carry on with that matter 
in your absence in view of the debate which proceed- 
ed on it. I then asked the Deputy Speaker if it were 
possible to see the records of what took place on that 
matter; and it was suggested to me that the right 
tking for me to do was to move a motioxi for the fur- 
+her consideration of the debate. I did so, and the 
Hon. Minister of Social Services rose and seconded 
the motion. 

Although I have had the opportunity of looking 
at the records of the debate which took place on the 
suspension of the hon. junim =ember for St. L ~ c y  
during the short adjournment, I am still asking your 
permission to allow me to postpone my speech on t h ~  
cluestim until a little later. 

Mr. mEAKER:  The hon. junior member for 
St. James is asking my permission to allow him t o  
speak later on this question. This is not the first 

occasion during my time that hon. members werc! 
allowed to speak out of turn. [A VO'ICE: 'l'hat is 
:tgaiiist the ~ules.] [ANOTHER VOICE : There is 
st, specific rule which allows that.]. 

Mr. bEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I desire to speak on 
the matter. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I was speaking on the 
iuatter last. I am not finished. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you iesire to continue your 

l spee,ch on i t ?  
Mr. SMITH: Yes. Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. SPEAKER: I hope honourable members 

will understand that the honourable junior member 
for the City has not made a speech on this matter. 

Mr. LEWIS: I can deal with that. 
Mr. SPEAKDR: No, I am dealing with that. 
Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, relative to the mc.- 

tion which was made by the honourable junior 
member for Christ Church, it shows plainly that, 
he knew in his mind that, something had been wrong 
on the Chairman's part during the suspension of 
the hononrable junior member for St. Lucy; be- 
cause, when I was coming into the House today I 
heard the honourable junior member for the City 
say that there was some slip up on the part of the 
Chairman. I believe he might have been travelling 
ir- your direction also. because you also intimated 
that the Chairman had slipped up and you also 
said that you yourself had slipped up too. How- 
ever, I am saying, that I did not slip up. If you 
made a slip I do not know; I did not slip. 
3.515 p.m. 

As you know Rule 131 says that the wwds must 
Le taken down. When I made my report to you and 
you asked me for the words, I told you that I could 
vat remember all the words but that the Cle~k 
would have the words taken down and that he would 
read them to you. I am sure that they were taken 
down and he read them back. I have1 done my duty as 
Chairman. One hon. meniber (the junior member for 
5%. Lucy) made offensive remarks to another mem- 
ber (the hon. senior member for St. J w p h )  and the 
latter member drew it to my attention. I in turn drelw 
it to the attention of the hon. junior member for St. 
Lucy and asked him to mithdraw the words. He told 
me in plain words "No" I am not going to withdraw 
it. I then said well, I ean only call upon the Speak- 
er for his directions belcause the rule says so. 

Now when you resumed your Chair, I am sure 
that the Clerk read the words which he had taken 
down; and it was only after hon. members began 
contradicting each other, (some saying that the hon. 
junior member for St. Lucy had said this, others say- 
ing that he had said that) that Your Honour then ask- 
ed that the words be taken from the Reporter. Never- 
theless the words were taken down. I as  Chairman 
feel that I was not treated in the right way when 
you intimated to the House that the Chairman had 
slipped. I have never yet done that to you. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chairman has said that 
the words were taken down. I should like the C%air- 
manl to read Rtule 131 more carefully. The, Chairman 
:irill see that even before the words can be taken down 
-Perhaps it is better that I read the Rule. This is 
what the Rule says : 

"In a Committee of the whole House the Chair- 
clan" (and this is conditional) "if it aDpear to be 
the pleasure of the Committee he will direct words 
obiected to l jel taken down. in order that the same 
may In'e re~or ted to the House." 

Now I und~rstand from the Acting Deputy 
Clerk th@t he tool< down the words a t  the suggestion 
of thP Hon. Promi~r  and not bv the instructions of 
the Chairman. I n  other words, the Chairman did not 



saying. 
I am not interested one way or another m to  

what the House wcald do;  that again is the pleasure 
of the House. If the Chairman is saying repeatedly 
%bat the wzrds were taken dov7n; he has also to say 
who directed them to be taken down; and if he has 
directed them to be taken down, as  it is he should 
have got the plemure of the Committee before they 
\$-ere taken down. If  anyone can say SO, I will say 
what I have already said ; that is, that  T am big 
enough to say before the entire world when 1 i,arz 
dipped up  or down; and that, is without nnp pre- 
,ndice to the Chainil~n. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, you were not in the 
House. Mr. Speaker. you can see the attitude of those 

I 
direct that those words be taken down. [Mr. SBllTII: 
'i'tlat is not uarrect.1 If it is not correct I have ueell 1 
nlisinformed and rmsdirected; that would be a very 
serious matter. The Acting Deputy Clerk informed 1 

members. 
Mr. S,PEAKER: As you are addre5,sing the I 

me that the Chairman did not tilrict the ~aliing clo~vn 
uf those words but that i t  was a t  the suggestion of 
the  Hon. Premier that the Deputy Clerk took those 
xords dawn. I would not know that because I was 
not in Committee. Therefore what the Chairman is 
?ontending is not on very sure grounds, because i t  
nas  not on his, direction that those] words were taken 
down. 

Earlier to-day- l was dealing with the words "if 
it appear to be the pleasure of the Committee" and 
it appears to me thzt the pleasure of the Committee 
must bbe fir& ascerxained; and there are ways and 
means of ascertaining the pleasures of the Commit- 
tee. The taking down of those words are conditional 
of having the pleasure of the Committee obtained ; it 
must ,be obtained first, otherwise i t  would not have 
been, mmtioaed here before mentioning the instrue- 
tiom connected with the actual taking down of those 
T!-ords. 

If all these things have been complied with there 
is no irregularity; but if ?very one has: not been eom- 
plied with there is an  irregularity. Hon. ulenlDe1.a 
have heard that the Acting Deputy Clerk crossed 
those words out after he discovered that the Chair- 
man had not issued that instruction. Hon. members 
will bear in mind that  I not in  the Chair when 
the House was in Committee and that the repod had 
been given to me1 by the Officer of the Hmse and a 
l e r y  responsible officer too. Therefore if that in- 
formation can be denied that  is all well and good ; if 

iTcuse? I do not want to appear that I am lecturing ( 

1 

 he House, but do not pay too much attention to ( 

i t  cannot there is an. irregularity. That is what I am I 

lion members. 
Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I must pap atten- 

tion. You were not in the House, but when I asked 
.fhe hon. junior member for St. Lucy about the re- 
Inarks complained of he said to me: what remarks" 
And the Hon. Premier quoted from the hon. j u n k  
member for St. Lucy word for word tr, the Clerk. If 
the Clerk then goes and tells you that he crossed out 
those words, well what must I call him? 

When I asked the h m .  junior member for  St. 
T,LIC;Y to withdraw the remarks, I turned to the Hon. 
Premier and the Hon. Premier practically called 
thpm out in an  a-b-c way. What must I do if the 
Clerlr crossed them out? He must have crossed them 
cut last night; but that is a matter for him. 

What has happened is that you get hon. meni- 
iwrs tryinp to put  p e o ~ l e  into thinw and then resort- 
ing to  experts t o  take them out; %ut if you are wrong 
1~011 are wrong. rt was only on account of the aiding 
d n d  abettinc on the part of other hon. members on 

tile left of the member for St. huey that has caused 
this. I do not think that i t  was voluntarily done by 
him. 

I bate hcard of the story of a certain farmer 
nho had set a trap for some cranes, and in that trap 
a ~tol*Ii was (.aught along nit11 the cranes. Whei~ 
this stork tried to plead his innocence this was what 
the farmer said to him: "With the cranes you have 
been caught dnd with the cranes you must (tie." 

If tine hon. member slays the Enle is that if a 
nzember refuses to nithdraw the alleged oEensive 
?eln,arks the House mnst deal with i t  under Iiule 133 
- [A VOICE : The Rule does not say so.] XTell none 
of the hon. mem'bers indicated or showed to me that 
there IT as  any disorder, because even when the hon. 
junior member for St. Lucy insisted that he should 
speak I said to him: "T cannot let you speak if you 1 do not withdram those remarks." I n  your p~sition 

1 as Speaker and he had done such a thing, would you 
' say that i t  was not to yonr displeasure? 

I waited for a co1:hiderable tiine and ~iobody in- 
timated to me anything to the contrary so I con- 
cluded that i t  was the pleasure of the Committee. 
The hon. member and nobody else (even the expert) 
'said nothing else. [A VOICE: Who is the expert?] 
It IT-as the pleasure of the C~mmittee ; if i t  were not 
so some member ~\rould have got u p  and expressed him- 
self to that effect. What was I to  do? I wanted t o  
clear myself; therefore I said to hinl if you do not 
~vithdraw I will have to go and call the Speaker. It 
Ss the duty of the Chairman to t ry  to keep order and 
put 'one's feet down on these things because matter.. 
are going too badly now. 
9.05 p.m. 

It was no snap thing which went on; it w,as over 
five minutes that P waited for Pour Honour to take 
,the Chair. The expert on these things did not say 
anything either. Here it is that the public will read 
to-morrow that the Chairman sllpped up  when I did 
everything that was possible. It w'as the pleasure of 
the Committee otherqise some other hon. members 
tvould hare said otherwise. Even when l told the 
hon. member that I would have to  call upon the 
Speaker, nobody said anything. What was I to do 
tlen? I wanted to clear myself; i t  is the duty of the 
Chair to put  your feet down on these things. I have 
had hon. members fairly in here and when you re 
snmed the Chair you let them get away. A s  long as 
t l ~ a t  happen- 

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member has imputed 
Dh~at after he, as Cihaiman of Committees, had hon. 
members cornered, OP words to that  effwt, I let then1 
go. That is a very unfortunate remark; I am not 
here to let go hon. members. drop hon. members, or 
anything of the sort. I am here to deal with things 
qoite impartially and quite placidly as  they concern 
!aqy Party in  thls House. I do not like the hon. 
member's reference to my letting go or letting off 
hon. members, which ever word warn used. I think 
it is -It unfortunate for the hon. member to  make 
that remark. 

Mr. SMITH. As I was saying, Sir, until we do 
our duty and t r y  to keep our feet down m closiels a8 
possible and keep hon. members to the Rulm of this 
House, we will not g& anywhere. [Cheep-S.] T t  is our 
duty to do that. Here hon. members t ry  to do 
thev like and to make the Chair to appear as nothing ; 
and if you do not t ry  to do more than mere suspension, 
I do not know what will happen. 

An hon. member referring to me said: "Smith, 
let the man talk" land TOU Mr. Speaker said to me: 
"Do not take them seriouslv" and since then *he 
hon. member nearly g& his head cut off by asid-. 
I did nothing wrong; I did everything accordi~lc 
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to the ltules of the HOW. There was ilo aildp thiilg I 
t ls I have already said; i t  is only 1101% that they have 
caught up themselves aiid tried to put me in an 

i 
P e m b a r r d q  position. I t  m 6  not a slip up by me; 

lLvIr. E. D. 1MOT I'LhY : Why did you not SAY tsha L 

then 21 The hon. slenior member for the Ci ty  is there 
speaking; he tor one, will not behave himseli at an3 
time; he thinks that getting up in thlb Chamber 
and howling as loud as he can, IS getting him any- 
where. He admitted that, the hon. junior member, 
for St. Lucy was wrong. 

I t  does not appear as if the honourable 
member knows what is right fkom what isl wrong. 
\Laughter.] I ruled as you woruld expect me to 6 
aind nobody gave the slightest indhation that m y  
infringement of the Rules had taken place. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY rose to  speak. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The h a .  m b e r  may not 

speak. Can't the hon. member d m  himself? 
>F Mr. LEwlS: I desire to make a 

few remarks on the motion which has been moved b 
the hen- junior m-bm far C M t  Church relathe 

a;n occurrence which took place at the last '' tbjs House' ' not at that meating, but ' have 
read (in ways which I will not quote) some of what 
tmk place. I have taken the trouble to refer to' the 
typed copy of bhe debates to be prirlted; and 1 am 
wondering, Sir, if you will allow me to verify' som~, 
of the things which (a,re in this Report. 

Sir, we oZkn hear honn. membem sa3T that you 
cannot quote from the debates of the present Session, 
but the Rule does not say so. The Rule says that 
you cannot quote Prom the debates of the present 
Semion on a Bill or other matter not then before the 
House. Wi%h reference to the motion, I should likt 
'0 quote Rule 123. I am not saying that i t  is neces- 
sary to "V' this before us for any part 
of the debate. Rule 123 says this: 

"No member may reflect upon any vote af ihr 
House, except for the punpose of moving that such 
vote be mschded." 
9.15 p.m. 

So I take it that the motion before m is in order. 

k. It attempts to  rescind the vote of the House in 
respect of suspension of the hon. junior member for 
S t  h w  without reference to ~e merits or demerits 
of the particular case. [Loud Asides. ] 

Mr. Speaker, I mi going to asik a special favour 
of the hone junior member for St. Philip who is per- 
haps old enough as to be my father. I am asking 
him ta be his age and to  conduct h h e l f  while hon. 
members are spealking with that decency which hon. 
members expect of him. 

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: 1Mr. Speaker, is tlhe hon. 
member saying that I am misbehaving myself? 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is an interference. 
Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Will he please clarify 

'that s t a t m n t  ? 
Mr. LEWTS: I have heard his voice several 

times. He is the one hon. member who is obstruct- 

y! 
ling the deba,te that is taking place. 

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: I t  may be that what T am 
saying is the reason for the hon. member specifically 
catahing a t  my words. 

3 Mr. LEWIS: I am not catching-at any words 
of the hon. member. I think hm. members will 
admit that he is the only person obstmcting this 
debate. His is the only voice I have h a r d  during 
the time I was speaking; and Mr. Speaker, I thin!: 
,you may have heard h k  too. 

However, &I, I come now to what took plac- 
mhen the quastion was being debated. Rule 131 
says :- 

"In Cormmittee of the whole Rouse. the Chair- 

4- man, if it appears to be the pleasure of the Commit 
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tee, will d;ir=t words objected. to, to be taken do-, 
Jin order that the m e  may be reported to the How. ' '  

Mr. Speaker, as regards the matter as to whether 
it appears to be the pleasure of the Committee, I am 
~ i o t  to say how it mwt appear ; but there is no get- 
ting away from the fact that the Chairman himself 
must direat that the words be taken down. If the 
words are to be taken down, i t  must be done a t  thy 
direction of the Chiairman. I am not talking of any- 
thing that maiy have happened while I was not here, 
but I m saying that these Rules must apply to the 
case. If words are to be taken down, they must be 
taken down in Committee on tihk direction o~f the 
Clhairmu, because it is only the Chairman who call 
direct that they be taken down according to the Rule. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The Chairman contends that he 
'had directed that the words be taken down. That is 
the contention. 

Mr. LEWISI: If the Ghla i rm so directed, thd 
report by the &porters does not bear that out; it 
might be incomplete; and if that is so it would be 
well if we put it right. Mr.speaker, according to 
the report, Mr. Tudor was =mg: '.yet those per- 
sons, m0.g whom was the hen. senior member fo:. 
St. Joseph especially, moving themselves in and out 
of polling booths, browbeating m intiknihting, 
either by woed or frown-" 

The hon. member for St. Joseph rose arid object- 
pd. I-Ie said: "Mr. Chairman, I object to tine use of 
those They me of a criminal offence 
alld I call the hen. member to, withdraw thm. , 

The hon. member for St. Lucy then said: "Mr. 
Chairman, I withdraw thm,, 

The hon. senior member for St. Joseph said: 
Mr. Chairman, in that case shall have to 

eau on the speaker. I wis,  to ask these words 
be ta,ken down. The hone member has me 
of the electoral offence of intimidating voters-n 
'lost sefiOus charge. 

The hon. junior member for St. Lucy then said: 
.'Mr. Chairman, on a point d order. I have not said 
such a thing. Mr. C l h h a n ,  will you be willin& to 
hear me further ?, " . 

Mr. Chairman then said: "The hon. senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph makes objection to  your words. I 
can only report the matter to the Slpeaker." 

The Speaker was called and the hon. senior meun- 
ber for St. George called pour attention to Rule 131 

the report g- on: 
The hon: senior member for St. George says: 

"The Rule says "if it appear to be the pleasure of the 
Committee the ChaiTman will direct that the words 
objected to be taken down in order that the same 
may be reported to the Houcse." I t  might have been 
the displeasure of two hon. members but it m not 
the pleasure of the members of the Committee which 
was sitting just before Your Honour resumed the 
abair. 

I am suggesting that the whole matter is an ir- 
regularity. It is not on the displeasure of two hon. 
members, but on the pleasure of hon. members that 
Yhese words are to be taken down." 

You then said: "The hon. member is quite right ; 
I used the m e  wmds to  the W h a n  of Gmmit- 
tees myself." The Chairman witnessed what took 
place. Rule 133 says this: "Any member having 
used objectionable words a ~ d  not explaining o~ off=- 
,&g apologks for the use thereof to the satisfaction 
of the Home. will be censured, or otherwise dealtF 
with m the Houw may think fit." 

"The House has now been resumed; I have been 
summoned to the Chair." 

"The Qh!aiman having slipped up on Rule 131, 
'by not &h-ecting that the words objected to  be taken 
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down therefore, no report having been made, I will 
deal with it under Rule 133, in  order to give the hon. 
member chance to explain himself or to make an 
apology; but before doing so I am going to have the 
whale report put before me." 

That is what w w  said according to the report, 
and  no hon. member has objected to it. The C ~ I U  
%an of Committees said that he called you about 
this, that and the other, and no member objected. The 
Chairman of C o h t t e e e  must appreciate that i t  was 
left to  the objector to see that things 1vel.r 
not going right. You cannot expect somebody who is 
charged with, something sitting and seeing you go 
wrong, is going to put  you right to convict himself. 
'Therefore, the Chairman, in my opinion, should not 
have depended upon certain members of this House 
to put  him right. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it depends on how that report 
by the Chairman must be made to  the House. From 
what I have seen, the1 Commitbee would have to  send 
the charge to the House. That has happened on au 
occasion when I was in here. The words were 
taken and formed part of a motion which was 
agreed to and the Chairman reported. Fortunately, 
l~othing happened. If I were dealing with i t  ill 
Committee, that is what I would have done. 

Sir, I feel in creating a punishment on an hoi~. 
member for anything he may do, we should not our- 
selves break the Rules. If an hon. member commit 
a n  offence against the Rules of this House, we 
should carry them out to the letter. I feel that if 
that  matter had been dealt with properly in Com- 
mittee, the latitude may have been so elastic as to 
cause some reconciliation; and instead of its being 
dealt with in that way, i t  might have ended happily. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if you will permit me, I will 
read this passage from the r e p r t .  You put this to 
the hon. junior member for St. Lucy: "Objection 
Eas been taken against the word "intimidate". That 
word is unparliamentary, but then the use of the 
word "intimidate" in the phrase in which it was 
used is sufficiently strong that one can reasonably 
object to it, and I would ask the hon. membe~ to 
withdraw the word "intimidate." By law i t  is an 
0ffenc.e to do so. " 

The honourable junior memb?r for St. Lucy 
said: "Mr. Speaker, my use of the word 'intimi- 
date' had no specific reference to the honourabl. 
senior member for St.  Joseph"; and Mr. S p e a k ~ r  
this is what you are reported to have said: "Has thc 
honourable member said that when he used the 
word 'intimidate' he was making no reference to 
the honourable senior member for1 St. Joseph? NOIV. 
I do not want any qualifications whatsoever in your 
answer; no big reference, no small reference; I 
simply want the answer 'no reference.' 

The Hon. Premier then said: "I most positively 
object. Everybody in here distinctly heard when 
the honourable member made use of the word 
'intimidate' in  the following manner:" 

"People moving in and out of polling stations 
among whom was the honourable senior member for 
St. Joseph intimidating them." I t  appears that a: 
one stage the hon. senior member for St. Jo- 
seph said that he hoped i t  would not happen 
in hcre again; but then the matter flared up and a 
motion, had to be made. If the matter had bee11 
dealt with correctly in Committee then no motipn 
would have to be made in the House; because as 
have seen the matter has to be dealt with in Com- 
mittee. The House having then resumed the pro- 
cedure would appear to be on all fours with the 
passing of money Resolutions in Committee of Supply. 

I n  my opinion the whole matter has been an  
unfortunate occurrence; and I have a particular in- 
terest in it from the point of view of the way in which 
it was done for this reason: as long as I am Deputy 
Speaker a similar case might arise, and I might not 
be able to follow your precedent; in which particular 
case I might have to send the matter back to the Com- 
mittee to be dealt with. That is my particular in- 
terest in the matter. 

1 do feel that if honourable members read this 
debate they would see that so f a r  as the records go 
(the records I have in my hand) that  the honour- 
able junior member for  St. Thomas made two mo- 
tions without withdrawing the first. It is recorded 
that the motion was made for one week and i t  is 
seconded by the very honourable member who 
seconded the motion for two weeks; so that I cannot 
quite understand the motions. Which is the correct 
one? [Hon. M. E. COX: That record is not authen- 
tic]. Mr. Speaker, I am not taking anything a s  
authentic. [A VOICE: Well bring the record.] 
am saying that tw'o motions were made. Are the 
errors in this debate to be regarded as much as say- 
ing that a man is sent out from a Cornillittee and 
it is not recorded a t  all. I am aware of the fact that 
I might be wrong but ncot entirely. The substance 
of the report would be correct. But sir i t  goes 
further. Under Rule 131 which Your Hoilour read 
to-day, does this TIousc cellsure disordt.r in a Com- 
mittee without receiving a report? I take it that 
the House must first receive the report from the 
Committee. 

I certainly fcel that irrespective of the fact that  
they might have had the best intention in the 
world, (that is that whatever was being done was 
being done in accordance with the rules) the matter 
was not dealt with as fully as i t  should have beell 
in Committee. I got that impression from reading 
a newspaper report and I also made enquiry from 
honourable members who were present; and I took 
the trouble to ask to be allowed to read the type- 
script prepared by the Reporters. I must say that 
among the matters that have bee= taken down re- 
cently I cannot see how a motion that  has been made 
can be entirely omitted. A motion can be put down 
in the wrong way. 

Right in this document the verification of the 
words from the Reporter (whether that method is 
a correct one or not) had:  "Intimidating either by 
word or frown" A voice said "What was said was 
'Gesture"'. A discrepancy like that might make 1 some difference; but that does not constitute that 
a t  least the whole speech was not made. That is all 

, I have to say in the matter; although I must add 
that if an hon. mrn~ber offends against the rnles of 
this I-Iouse, 1 feel that the entire House! should take 
the greatest interest in seeing that any breach olf the 
Rules be punished and punished severely. 

I myself have had cause to regret the extremes 
to which honourable members sometinles go in test- 
ing the patience of the Presiding Officers of this 
House; and as one of them I deplore it. Tf7hat I 
have said does not apply to any particular nienlber 
or" the House; T say it for all the members of the 
House. 

This is nly final word. I n  punishing an offender 
of the House by debarring him from being a mem- 
ber of' the House, we ourselves should see to i t  that 
in doing so we observe the rules of this House very 
strictlv. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I should like to say this for  
1 the benefit of all the honourable members of this 

Chamber. When the hon'ourable member who has 
just sat was speaking, I noticed that  some honour- 
able members got a certain impression. Rule 131 
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says this: "In committee of the whole House, the 
Chairman, if i t  appear to be the pleasure of the 
Committee, will direct words objected to, to be 
taken down, in order that the same may be reported 
to the House." 

I wish now to inake a special reference to the 
words: "the Chairman, if i t  appear to be the plea- 
sure of the Committee." Honourable members seem 
to  have got the impression that there is no need for 
formality in ascertaining the pleasure of the Com- 
mittee; but I must point out that on occasions whem 
a motion is withdrawn or when some honourable 
mem'ber desires to withdraw a motion that same 

speaker, in getting the pleasure of the Committee 
has to put i t  quite formally and has to say:  "Is i t  
the pleasure of the Committee that the motion be 
withdrawn." I have only said that lest any other 
honourable member should feel that there is no need 
for formality in this particular case. I am not men- 
tioning that  a s  a point to haggle; but I should cer- 
tainly like honourable members to bear that ex- 
planation in mind. I think i t  may also be incum- 
bent upon the Chairman to seek the pleasure of the 
Committee. 
9.35 p.m. 

Mrs. BOURNE : What has actually bought 
me to my feet are the numerous errors as read out 
from the report by the hon. junior member for the 
City. It is regrettable that! such an  incident should 
have occurred because I think that the valuable 
time spent in debating a matter such as this could 
have been better spent; and i t  would serve a better 
purpose in going on with the Bill which was being 
doasidered in this House earlier to-day. Again I 

say i t  is regrettable; and the Reporters should be 
wore accurate in reporting the debates in this House. 
I say that  for the benefit of honourable members 
who were not here; and I hope they will accepti the 
position from me as I was here during the whole 
debate and I was a t  pains to listen to what was 
taking place. 

What actually happened was that  when we 
reached Clause 19 of the Bill which deals with Pre- 
siding Officers and Poll Clerks and those who take 
part  in election, the honourable junior member for 
St .  Lucy got up and said that it is a very import- 
ant  section and that  we should see that  responsible 
people are elected to such posts. Then he gave his 
experience in St. Lucy in the recent bye-election. 
The words which were objected to were to the 
effect that people were moving to and fro in the 
polling station, including the honourable senior 
member for St. Joseph intimidating people : 
the honourable senior member for S t .  Josepb 
got np and objectcd to the word "intimidating": 
the Chairman of Committees drew the attention of 
the honourable junior member for St. Lucy to the 
fact that the honourable senior member for St. 
Joseph had taken objection to the word. He \iTaq 
asked to withdraw and the honourable member 
asked "Withdraw what"? After an aside was made 
or somebody said "Withdraw the word intimidat- 
ing" the honourable member insisted that he would 
go on to make his speech. The Chairman said: go1] 
cannot speak because objection has been taken 
The honourable member was then asked to with. 
draw the words, and he said, "I did not say so.' 
The honourable senior member for the City said 
"Yes, you said it, and do not say you did not saj 
i t .  " Then, the Chairman of Committees again ap 
pealed to the honourable member to withdraw thc 
word and he said he was not going to withdraw i t  
The honourable senior member for St. Joseph said 
that  he asked that  the words be taken down. Thc 
Chairman said that the honourable member had 

tsked that the words be taken down and the Acting 
2lerk asked what were the words. The Acting De- 
?uty Clerk was writing something but I do not 
inow what i t  was that  he wrote. 

At this stage, what I am really worried about 
s that the words written by the Acting Deputy 
Zlerk were crossed out after which you, Mr. 
Speaker. asked the Reporter to be called in to read 
back what the words were, or  what were the words 
:rossed out when the Chairman actually reported 
to you. 

What I said actually took place in Committee. 
The honourable junior member for St. Lucy had 
ample time to withdraw the words if he wanted 
to do so. The Chairman was not rash; he acted quiet- 
\y, there was no haste. After the honourabie mem 
ber did not withdraw the word or apologise the 
Chairman asked, (I take i t  through the Committee) 
that the Speaker be summoned and that the words 
be reported to you. 

As you know I am one of the junior members 
>f this House; I have been sitting here for the last 
three and a half years and this is not the first occa- 
sion when you had to be summoned to the Chair, 
and there was nmo occasion on which I have ever 
heard that the Chairman was told that  he should 
have asked that the words be taken down by the 
Clerk. 

They did not think that  this matter would have 
reached the stage where the honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Lucy ~vould hnve been suspended be- 
cause I feel that  the words written do-wn by the 
Clerk would not have been rrossed out. 

I just want to show r o i l  how inaccurate the 
report of that debate is. As you will remember 
Mr. Speaker, even when pnu were sitting in the 
Chair you put i t  to the junior member For St. Lucy 
that the Hon. Leader of the House had said 
"if the honourable junior member for St. Lucy did 
not withdraw the word or apologise, I will make 
a motion that  he be suspended for one week." You 
will remember that  you told the honourable junior 
member for St. Lucy that the Hon. Leader of the 
House had not made any motion. You asked the 
honourable member whether he intended to apolo- 
gise or to withdraw the words, and he said that  he 
had no intention of doing so; i t  was then that the 
honourable junior member for St.  Thomas made 
the motion. 

The Hon. Leader of the House did not inake 
two motions; he intimated on the first occasion that 
if the honourable clember did not withdraw the 
word or apologise he would make the motion. He 
had not yet made the motion. You said, Mr. 
Speaker, that the honourable member had not yet 
made the motion. After the honourable member 
said that he did not intend to withdraw the words, 
then the honourable junior member for St. Thomas 
made the motion for the suspension of the honour- 
able member for two weeks. 

I feel that he was nothing but puerile in saying 
that he was not referring to the Hon. Premier. Mem- 
bers of this House have to respect Mr. Speaker as  
well as the Chairman. Even here tonight I heard 
.an aside from the honourable senior member for the 
City that i t  could not be true. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I object. I said i t  
could not be true that the honourable member could 
have gone into the voting booth. The honourable 
members know that she has misquoted me; what 
I did say was that i t  could not be true that  the hon- 
cjurable member could have gone into the poll in^ 
Booth. 
9.45 p.m. 



Mrs. BOURNE: Mr. Speaker, it could not bs 
true that anybody can go into a Polling Booth, 
knowing the set-up as I do. As I have said 
i t  is regrettable that such a thing has happened and 
I hope that this will be a lesson for all honourable 
members of this Chamber. I feel while this Cham- 
ber is not a place i n  which .Sunday School is kept, 
that you will agree with me: when I say that a t  times 
you are hard pressed to maintain order; because 
there are some honourable members who are very 
unruly to the Chair. It is regrettable that such a 
thing happened and that such things should be said. 

I very well remember on more than one ocea- 
sion hearing you threaten to deal with honoul 
able members; and those me things which I think 
should not occur. A t  times tempers will flare up 
and there will be sometimes loud asides. You do 
not have to hear them; you can ignore them a t  times 
for the orderly business of this House. 

lkfr. GODDARD: I think I should reply, Mr. 
Speaker. I n  moving the motion this morning, 1 
made it wrfectly clear that I did not intend that 
i t  should be viewed from any other a ~ g l e  than tni  
procedure which took place when the matter wa,, 
debated. It has been substantially repeated what 
took place as  regards the procedure. The honour- 
able junior member for the City got hold of a copy 
of the proceedings during that period and I can 
substantiate it. 

What I am particularly interested i n  is the 
method that was adopted when the matter was re- 
ported to Your Honour. That was an  irregularity 
,I drew i t  to Your Honour's attention and it has 
been substantially put by others and I think, 4 )  

your satisfaction. 
I have moved this motion only because I wisi: 

t o  put it on the record that a member has beer1 
suspended by an  irregular procedure. It is to b2 
regretted because that  is the most serious step that 
tEs House can take. It is the first occasion that 
many of us have seen a member suspended; and we 
are  told that on every other occasion that such a 
thing was about to take place, particular pains were 
taken to see that all procedure was strictly correct 
and ample time was given t o  the members who were 
charged to withdraw the remarks or to make a satis- 
factory explanation. 

As I have said, I thought that the explanation 
given by the honourable junior member for St. Lucy 
had met with the approval of Your Honour and to 
a great extent, that of the Hon. Premier, because 
he in his own words said thak he hoped it would 
not happen again. 

I am the last, who would want to challenge Your 
Honour's authority, but  on my part I think wheu 
the Leader of the House raised that motion for the. 
suspension of the honourable junior member for 
St. ~Inucy you had already accepted the a,pology L,,. 

explanation, and you even turned to the Chairnld-l 
of Committees to ask him to resume his place, and most 
of us thought that that was the end of the matter. 
We were surprised to see the turn which took placs 
afterwards. Although the honourable junior mem- 
t e r  for St. Lucy was given one further chance to 
further explain himself, he said that he had thought 
that he had expained himself sdc ient ly ,  and in turn 
that he had satisfied everyone and he did not feel he 
could do more t h a  that. I do not think he was rude 
when he said so. He did it very $nicely. Let me say 
again that I have no other notion for moving this mo- 
tion than what I just said. I am asking that this 
should be put to the vote because i t  should have been 
regularised- ~ only regret is that i t  is not in your 
power to make a ruling on this issue; because I feel 

from what you said tonight that you would really 
like to see the records of this House put right for  
future reference. I thank you very much for the 
latitude which you have given me. I do feel y011 
have handled this matter most impartially, and 1 
thank you again for that. 

Hon. &I. E. COX: Before you put the questiozl 
,W. Speaker, I would just like to make a few re- 
marks oa this important issue. I should like t.3 

say first of all that I am not a t  all surprised a t  the 
attitude taken by the members on the other side. 
and more particularly by tha Hon. Leader of the 
Opposition who has just sat ;  because on many occa- 
sions to my regret, when members on that side 
were behaving badly, despite the feelings of the 
Chair, I have heard him urging them onl instead of 
appealing to them to behave themselves. 

Mr. GODDARD: I strongly object to those re 
marks, Mr. Speaker. I do not believe he means 
what he says. How can he say that he saw niv 
urging members m this side of the House to go on 
behaving ba,dly despite the pleadings of the Chair? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable junior meni- 
ber for Christ Church has objected to thoacb 
remarks. I am asking the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Michael to withdraw them. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I always obey the Chair. I 
withdraw those remarks, but I am sure I am not 
making any false statement against anybody. 

I t  is unnecessary for me to repeat all that has 
been said by the honourable members who have 
already spoken, and more p ~ t i c u l a s l y  the Hon. 
Chairman of Committees and the honourable senior 
member for St. Andrew who more or less put  the 
facts of the case very ably to this House. However, 
c s  one of the honourable members of this House, 
and one who loves to see the dignity of this Emsr 
preserved and the rules adhmed to, I took a very 
keen interest in what went on alt the time; and, Si:., 
the report which has been given both by the Chair- 
inan of Committees and the honourable senior mem- 
ber for  St. Andrew is a correct one1 of what trans- 
pired during that unfortunate moment. 

Now, Sir, what is the position? The position is 
that the honourable junior member for  St. Lucy 
made some remarks which were objected to by the 
Hon. Premier. 
9.55 p.m. 

The honourahle junior member for  St. Lacy, 
afler refusing to withdraw the remarks complained 
of, it was agreed to by the Committee that the words 
should be taken down. Now, I have heard quite a 
lot about the Chairman not having directed that 
the words should be taken down. I have heard also 
quite a lot as to how this pmwdure should have 
taken place; but I am convinced of the correctness 
of the proposals and suggestions made by the various 
honourable members because I have witnessed on 
more than one occasion the procedure adopted by a 
member of this House. I have a record of what 
was done on this phase by the honourable member 
below me. [A VOICE : That is a reflection.] 

I n  1941 there was a debate in this House on 
the Workmen's Compensation Act and the honour- 
able senior member for St. Philip and the Hon. 
Premier got into a little difficulty in this Home. 
The House was in Committee and this was the pro- 
cedure adopted then: the words, Mr. Speaker, weTe 
objected :o by the then senior member for  St. 
Joseph (now the Hs9n Premier) and he a i d  that 
the remarks referred to him personally. The Chair- 
man said inter alia: "The honourable member is 
simply saying that he takes the remark to mean 
him." Mr. H. W. Springer who was the then senior 
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member for St. George said: "Mr. Chairman, m w  
1 call your attention to Rule 131; it reads as f01- 
lows: " In  a Committee of the whole House, thb 
Chairman if it appear to be the pleasure of the 
Committee, will direct that words objected to, be 
taken down in order that the same may be reported 
to the House,' and  I wish you would enquire whether 
it was the-" 

Mr. SPEAKER : ?Till the hoilourable member 
repeat that? 

Hon. M. E. COX: I repeat that  the words were 
taken down and that there was no  motion. 

Mr. SFEAKEE:  I am simply asking the hon- 
ourable member to repeat the last few words of tlic 
sentence which he made just now. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Spmker, I will go on 
to show where this procedure is not foreign to what 
took place before. But what I said just now is this: 
"and I wish you would enquire vhether it is the 
pleasure of the Committee that the words objected to  
be taken down" That was what Mr. H. W. Springer 
as$ed. Then the honourable senior member 
for St. Philip went on to speak and then the Chair- 
nian said: "I ask that the words which the honour- 
able member for St. Joseph objected to be taken 
down correctly and given to me. I should be glad 
if the honourable member who objects to those words 
would just write them on a piece of paper and hand 
them to the Clerk." 

I say that the words were taken down. The h a .  
member called out the words to  the Dleputy Clerk 
who has them there in the Minute Book; and al- 
though, as  he says+ the words show sign of having 
been cancelled, still they are legible and can be read. 
The hon. senior member for St. Jmph then gave 
the wlords to  the Deputy Clerk. 

There was the question as to  whether the &m- 
mittee in 1941 should report progress. The hon. jun- 
ior member for St. James who was the Attorney 
General a t  that time said: "Erou cannot do that now. 
under the rules of the H o w "  ; which meant it had 
to go through. The motion was then made to report 
progress and that motion fell through. Later on the 
Chairman said: "I call the hon. member 'S  notice t o  
Rule 131 again, and I wish he will not interrupt me. 
According to  Rule 131 the Chairman has to  enquire 
whether it is the pleasure of the Committee that those 
words be taken down and reported to the House." 
The words having been taken down the Chair- 
man reported them to Mr. Speaker. The House 
resumed and Mr. Speaker said: "The Chair- 
man has reported to me that whilst the Bill 
to provide Compensation for Workmen was 
under discussion, etc." Then after Tome more 
argument the honourable senior member for S t .  
Philip withdrew the words. [Mr. LEWIS : What were 
the words?] Mr. Speaker, what I am saying is tha' 
we on this side of the House wodd  like t o  we the 
dignity of this House preserved. [Mr. LEWIS:  Well 
preserve it.] And while i t  may appear to tome people 
that the vunishment inflicted- 

Mr. SPEAKER,: I do not think the House is 
really going into that. 

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 was under the impression 
that in view of the fact that  you have allowed the 
question to  be, re-opened- 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House 
i s  that the vote he rescinded; it has nothing to do 
with the kind of punishment a t  all. r think that  that 
is quite outside the motion. I think the Hon. Minister 
is going away from the subject a bit. 

Hon. M. E. COX : I do not want for one moment 
to challenge Your Honour 'S ruling; but  from the 
time that the Houw of Assembly has been in exist- 

el:ce i t  is unknown that  a question once decided has: 
Lever been brought back within that  s m e  session. 
If i t  is decided i n  the House i t  is never brought 
back until the House is prorogued. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already explained my- 
self on that point earlier in the day. 

Hon. M. E. COX: What I am saying, Mr. Speak- 
er, is that I really regret the ~ ~ ~ h o l e  incident, although 
I kllow it is difficult t o  get some h m .  members tc 
believe. As a matter of fact, I am inclined even ta 
see some of the points made by the hon. jun. mem- 
ber for St. Joseph. Indeed I never expected that tht 
hoa. junior member for St. Lucy would have adopted 
that attitude. I expected that  from mm0 other hon 
member; but I think I can say that  his attitude ge~n 
erally in  the House has been milder and more re. 
spectable or respecting than many of his colleagues. 
and it was mrprising to me when the hon. membe~ 
ciid not show himself big enough to withdraw the 
words complained of. His colleague who is generally 
more vdatile than he ( I  mean his Parliamentary 
Leader) recently withdrew two offensive statements 
\rhich he had made against the Hon. Premier and 
myself. 
10.05 p.m. 

l think the h o n ~  junior member for Xt. Lucy, I 
want to say quite frankly, has a greater ,sense of 
behaviour and cnlture and everything else than those 
with whom he is associated. I draw my comlusions 
and 1 say that that is gwpel truth. 

I was indeed sorry that the hon. member dia 
not see his way to withdraw the word which caused 
rhe motion to be made. I must say, Mr. Speaker, 
t l a t  it is most unfortunate and regrettable that 
even during that discussion hon. members who obey- 
ed the Chair more often than some others, tried to 
influence the hon. junior member for St. Lucy; 
irrespective of what his feelings might be 
towards the members of this side of the Table. I n  
the interest of preserving the dignity of this House, 
and in the interest of keeping in line with what I 
know he loves, i t  is regrettable that honourable mem- 
bers did not t ry  to insist upon the hon. member 
that he should withdraw the word. As a matter of 
fact he was supported by his surrounding colleagues 

1 with the view that if a motion was made, when i t  was 
put to the vote i t  would have been lost and he 
would have remained as conqueror over the Chair. 1 I am sure that if the hon. member had know,, 
what the result would have been, the hon. junior 
iaember for St. Lucy would have withdrawn th+ 
word. I want td say here again. i t  has been express- 
ed by the hon. junior member for St. Philip on the 
last occasion, and I know i t  was expressed on another 
occasion, that i t  is most unfortunate that the debates 
of this Ho-zse have degenerated into personal attacks 
on hon. members. The debates are not in keeping 
with the promises which hon. members made to the 
electorate when they were seeking their suffrage. 

While it is true that at  times some hon. members 
say that this is no Sunday School, a t  the same time, 
we are supposed to be the leaders of public opinion, 
public thought and public behaviour, public respecta- 
bility and things of that sort; and if we can set no 
other example than by such ui~becoming behaviour 
Tuesday after Tuesday, then God help the communi- 
tv. [Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: You cannot accuse the 
House of bad behaviour.] I accuse the House of 
what happens. The hon. junior member for Christ 
~!hurch said that we did not give the hon. junior 

l member for St. Lucp sufficient time to withdraw 
the word. 

Mr. GODDARD: On a point or Order. What I 
I said was that if the matter had been dealt with in 

Committee as i t  should have been dealt with, the 
hen. memb~r  would have had more time than he had. 
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Hon. M. E. COX: I do not know what the hon. 
member means by that, but if I understand the Rule, 
as soon as any objection is raised nobody else can 
speak. If the offending member refuses to withdraw 
zemarks then those remarks must be taken down and 
reported to Mr. Speaker. Therefore 1 do not know 
what the hon. junior member for Christ Church 
-neans by saying if the matter had been dealt with 
in the member have had 
time. 

What I am convinced and satisfied about is that 
Ihe of Committees not have 
and conducted the debate better; I go further and 
say that no one would have done i t  better than hi: 
did it. Rule 131 says this: 

a committee of the whole H ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  the chair- 
man if i t  appear to be the pleasure of the Committee, 
will direct words objected to, to be taken down, in 
order that the same may be reported to the House.' 

~h~ Chairman of Committees has said in no un- 
certain terms that i t  appeared to him that i t  was 
the pleasure of the Committee to have those words 
taken down; and I my emphatically that it was t h ~  
pleasure of the Committee to have the words taken 
down. 
10.15 p.m. 

The Chairman said that in his opinion it was 
the pleasure of the Committee. How' are you going 
to get around what the Chairman says? After all, 
the Chairman said that in his opinion i t  was the 
pleasure of the Committee that he directed that the 
words be taken down. 

There is a Rule which says that  the member 
cbjecting must state what the words he wants with- 
drawn are ; and everything was complied with. The 
Chairman directed that the words be taken down, 
and the words were taken down. That is under R*ule 
131. After the words were taken down, there is a 
Rule which says that "Every such objection when 

HOUSE 

I may say, Sir, that I regret to think that af ter  
this House has made a decision on such a n  importaul. 
matter like this (not through any malice or ill feel- 
ing on the part of any member, but more or less wiih 
the view of bringing u p  to scrahh or a,ttemptinc 
to ,gain lost ground in so far as the dignity of the 
House and the standard of the debates are con- 
cerned) that you should get a debate of this kind. 
Ifembers who ought to know better and members who 
obey the Chair themselves should not urge other 
members to badly. was made 
because we want to make it cry-stal clear that members 
cannot behave bad?v . 

As I have said, I regret that instead of those 
honourable members assisting in maintaining the  
dignity of this House, iJIstead of their saying to the 
honourable member: "Be a man withdraw and let u s  
carry on, it does not make you small to do so" they 
never said such a thing to the honourable member. 

I always feel that it is a weak man who is afraid 
to stoop, because he is not sure whether he would 
rise again; whereas i t  is the strong man m-h0 will 
stoop at  any time because he is sure that he will rise 
again. I t  is not strength which makes people do things 
of this sort ; it is weakness. 

Mr. Speaker, I say that I regret that the appeals 
which were made by members on that side of this 
table to members on this side not t o  press the motion 
for the suspension were not made previously to the 
honourable junior member for St. Lucy, so that he 
cmld have withdrawn the re~marks he made as all 
honourable members of this House do when anything 
arises. When the Chair or any member claims that 
a member used remarks which uere offensive, and 
calls on that member to withdraw them, the member 
withdraws the offending remarks and goes on. Such 
8 thing within recent years has never reached the 
stage i t  reached the other night. 

such words are used and not after any other member l Mr. Speaker, I am appealing to honourable 
has spoken." The Chairman refused to allow any- members (although I know0 that in so far  as some of 
body else to speak and in the meantime the honour- them are concenled, my words must fall on deaf ears 
able senior member for  St. George jumped up to 01. on stony ground), to  see that this is no case for  
 peak and the Chairman said, "I am going to enter;; pride; it is absolutely none, to US in Barbadw who 
tain no debate from you. I have to settle this first- make our boast from time to time of being Little 

The Chairman pointed out that nobody could England and all that sort of thing, for the world t o  
speak because the words having been objected to read that members of the House of Assembly al~use 
thev must be taken down with a v i m  to reporting and attack each other and do things such as that.. 
to Your Honour. This is what Rule 133 says. ' ' b y  That may be fun  indeed for those of lower mentalit). ; 
member having used objectional words, and not but I lrnow there are quite a lot of people of the 
explaining or offering apologies for the use thereof to humble, middle and higher classes who object 
the satisfaction of the House, will be censured, or strongly to the bad behaviour mhicb goes on in this 
otherwise dealt with as  the House may think fit." House Tuesday after Tuesda,y. Many people have 
That is where Your Honour came in. spoken to me about i t  and I know that many have 

I may say, Mr. Speaker, if we are not going to spoken to other members asout it. I am sure that  
u-ork by the Rules we may as well shut down now. many people have appealed to  members of this House 
I am stressing that the Chairman of Committees not to indulge in  personal rancour and abuse, but 
complied with every rule in this Book on this partieu- to  get down to the business of the House and to do 
lar question, and then the matter was reported to you. the work which we were sent here to do. 
It: was done with the distinct feeling of the Com- Again I am appealing to the House. A motion 
mittee. I have never seen i t  set down that you must such as this. if earricd, will not only be a reflection 
vote to find out what the feelings of the Committee on Your Honour but will also be a reflection on tha 
are on the matter. Chairman of Committees and a reflection - 

As you know, sir, sometimes a motion is put and 10.25 p.m. 
nobody answers, therefore you declare that the Mr. SPEAKER: Has the honourable menlber 
"Ayes" have it. Therefore it must be regarded that said wmethine about the Chair? 
silence is consent. No honourable member expressed Hon. M. E. COX : I never said anything against 
the view that the words should not be taken down vou. Mr. Speaker. I would not do that m the floor 
and reported to you. The honourable. junior member of this House. T respect the Chair and Your Honour 
for St. Iluey was adamant. He said he was not with- who is in the Chair. 
drawing anything and he did so because he felt he As I was s a y i n ~  if this vote is carried, i t  w o ~ l d  
would have got the number of votes from that side awpear to be a reflection on the Chair because the 
of t h ~  Table to givz him advantage. That is my C'hair entertaiqed lh- motion and the motion was 
opinion why the honourable member did not withdraw adopted and carried. [Mr. LEWIS : But  it can btl 
the words comp1ainad of. rescinded without going against the Speaker.] I 
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am sure if this vote is rescinded it must reflect on 
the Chair, because future generations seeing the 
ddbates of this House would be amazed to think that 
a responsjtle House, after pawing a vote on such an 
important item as the behaviour of and the preser- 
vation of the d i p i t Y  of the Housc - 

Mr. SPFAKER,: I do not agree that if the 
House rescinds its own vote that it would be a re- 
flection on the Chair; I cannot understand that. 

Hon. M. E. COX: There is no  doubt that 
ycople will want to know is wrong with this 
House. @ 'Tuesday last you entertained a motion 
to ceasure an honourable member who wilfully re- 
fused to abide 'by the rules of the House; and if this 
had beell allowed tc  pass without doing something to 
correct it, some people would proceed to make a 
laughing stock of this House. 

The Rules are as clear aa ever. YOU have p a w d  
judgement and now you have ups$: all that YOU have 
done, ever1 though there is a rul. to the effect that 
you cannot pass a vote and rescind i t  in the same 
session. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has 
quoted no rule that I know of. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: Mr. Speaker, I will show Yod 
a rule. If I remember comectly, the reference has 
just been made by the honourable junior member 
the City where he cited that a Bill was introduced 
into this House and before i t  was withdrawn, another 
Bill was s~tbstituted in its place. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  That is a different matter. 
Hon. M. E. COX: The honourable member 

referred just now to the typescript of the debate 
which took place last Tuesdaj ; but the honourable 

the Chairman had directed that or things of that  
sort. Questions have arisen today which never arose 
when this matter was last dealt with. 

I do not think it is fair after a matter has been 
decided that something completely new should be 
brought in, in  order to have the decision changed. 
Irrespective of whatever is decided on this vote 1 
want to appeal to honourable members to let u s  stick 
as closely as possible to the rules of the House and 
try to get on with the business of the House for the 
benefit of the people who have elected US; and if 
there is any wrangling or  anything of the sort we 
may [Mr. LEWIS:  Forget i t ; ]  carry it outside in 
the park or any other  lace else. 
10.35 P.m. 

As to the question which was dealt with in  1938 
which was referred to in the Press, I looked up  the 
debate and I noticed that the honourable junior 
member for  St. James although, with sympathy and 
so on, yet stated that he had to do his duty when he 
made the motion against the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph. I looked, up that debate and 
from his silence, i t  does appear to me that he agrees 
that the Chairman d Committees is right. Doubt- 
less the honourable member could quote many cases 
to show the Chainqan of Committees acted on thiv 
occasion in a matter similar to other Chairmen of 
Committees in past years. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before you put the question, 
Air. Speaker, lest the misinformed get tbe impres- 
sion that in making this motion we are doing any- 
thing irregular, I want to begin by asserting that 
this House is quite within its rights to endeavour 
tc  move that this vote be rescinded. 

member has, in  a loud stentorian voice and with great Mr. SPEAKER:  That was decided earlier i n  
indignation, got on the floor of this House and severe- I the debate. 
ly criticised the Reporters i n  connection with the 
reporting of the debates of this House. 3% made 
special reference to  some speech in  which he hac' 
referred-to something which the late Mr. Waiter Bailev 
had done and that he had been misreported as ha3- 
ing said something about telephone Posts or some- 
thing like that. hTow tonight he comes back in here 
(with the same Repoders mind YOU) and quotes their 
report as  being authentic. 

Mr. LEWIS: I quoted what took place in 
absence. What I quoted is going to be printed. 

Hon. M. E. COX: He has no confidence in  tll. 
actual reporting of debates, yet he brings their rePQr'* 
of the debate into $he House. 

Mr. ILIEWIS: which other debate must I bring 
Mr. f3PEiAKER: I do not think this is fair to 

the Reporters. 1 want to  explain that no reference 
was made that the reporting was always inaccurate. 
[Mr. CRAWF'ORD: I t  may not be the same Re- 
porter.] 

Hon. M. E. COX: You cannot say that the d?- 
bates are inaccurate and then use the one which hp 
has as an authority. 

NOW, I was saying just now that we all regard 
the incident as  unfortunate; but ait the same time 
it is our duty, if we want to prevent the debates from 
further sinking or degenerating, not to enter into Per- 
sonal squabbles and things of that sort. When hen- 
ourable members offend against the Rules of the 
Rouse we must take action as the Rules permit 
to do. We should not through friendship or other- 
wise attempt to make i t  appear a8 though you were. 
supporting something which can be considered as un- 
becoming. 

Fo r  the most part during this debate, I consid- 
ered that honourable members were just dealing more 
with small technicalities rather than the bigger 
issues. Some honoura7Jle members We* a g u i n g  
whether the Chairman had directed this or  whether 

Mr. CRAWFORD: It has been settled in  so f a r  
as we are concerned, but  the last speaker has not 
quite understood that.  The fact that Rule 123 as 
quoted by the honoura;ble junior member for the 
the City entitles an  honourable member to move 
;that a vote be so rescinded, under certain condi- 
tions, justifies the motion has been made to- 
day;  and any insinuation to the contrary is merely 
to misinform people who are not correctly informed 
in the matter. 

NW there has been an  attempt made by  thlc 
Jast speaker in  my opinion, to becloud this entire 
issue. He said that people should not be afraid to  
stoop ; and people are only afraid to stoop when they 
are not SuTe that they can rise again and that strong 
men are capable of rising; therefore implying that  
they should stoop, andli t  is not strength but weak- 
n e s  which prevented the honourable member from 
withdrawing the word in the circumstances. Appar- 
ently, Sir, it has not yet entered into the head of 
the honourable senior member for St. Michael that  
the honourable member who was censured by the 
House last week refused to withdraw the word, not 
on account of .any weakness or strength as defined 
by the honourable senior member for St. Michacl 
but he refused to withdraw the word rnalising that  
whalt he said was correct. I n  other words, the hon- 
ourable member made a statement; he said he was 
prepared to prove that  statement was true and in  
fairness to his oonscience he could not withdraw 
what he regarded as an  absolute statement. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: On a point of Order. 
Could that  begin to be true when the honourable 
member said he made no reference to me, and it was 
on that  ground that  he did not withdraw the words. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I quote from the report 
which has already been quoted from. When the bon. 
senior member for St. Joseph asked the Chairman 
of Committees to have the honourable junior mem- 
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ber for St. Lucy withdraw the words, he replied "I 
cannot withdraw them." This is what the honour- 
able junior member for St. Lncy said. 

After the House resumed, the honourable mem- 
ber said: 

"Mr. Speaker, i t  may not have been told you 
how this thing started. In Committee we had 
reached, 1 think Clause 19, which deals with the 

of Presiding Officers and I hint- 
ing that Gorernment has got to be careful in the 
selection of those people who preside over election>, 
because quite a number are subjected to pressure 
of a political nature, I quoted from my own bitter 
experience in my recent by-election where some of 
those people showed their weakness and partiality 
in  a way which was most striking by letting ui3- 
authorised persoas, that  is persons who were not 
voters or agents to enter into polling stations." 

I say in parenthesis that obviously it is impossi- 
ble for atnyonc except a voter to attempt to enter 
a polling booth, but the hollourable junior member 
for s t .  said: stations and booths 
[laughter] to intimidate alnd render uncomfortable, 
voters. I said in the course of my remarks that 
among those persons who u7e.re permitted to enter 
was the honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
whom I saw myself and who a t  about eight o'clock 
in the mlorning was ordered out of the Half Moon 
For t  Polling Station by the honourable senior mem- 
ber for  St. John." Let ho'nourable members laugh 
now. The hzonourable junior member for St. Lucy 
went on: "and who a t  about ten o'clock was asked 
to put  himself a t  a respectable distance from the 
precincts of the Selah Polling Station and who was 
ordered out of the Checker Hall Polling Station D 2  
one of my agents." The honourable senior member 
for St. Lucy has said in and out of the Ho~ise that 
he ordered the honourable member out of the Poll- 
ing Station a t  Half Moon Fort.  
10.45 p.m. 

The honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
says that is a lie; that he was not asked about ten 
o'clock to put himself a t  a respectable distance from 
the precincts of the Selah Polling Station and that 
he was root ordered out of the Checker Polling 
Station by One the agents the 
junior member for St. Lucy. Remember he wed 
the word Polling Stations not Booths. The honour- 
able senior member for St. Joseph said to-day "How 

I have entered a Now what 
is a Polling Booth? A Polling Booth is a little 
Box. ' ' 

Mr. Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of 
Order. With all due deference to you, I think we 
are  discussing a n  irregularity. It appears to me 
that  we have strayed from that. 

SPEAKER: ~h~ honourable member is 
going into a phase which is not of interest to the 
House. ~h~ motion before the House is founded 
on irregularity. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : To. be quite frank, I am 
not interested in refreshing the House about tha t ;  
I was only making the point in order to support a 
point which I am going to make later in connection 
with the matter which is before the House, and also 
to substantiate my allegation that the honourable 
senior member for St. Michael failed t o  interpret 
correctly the attitude of mind which was responsi- 
ble for  the refusal by the honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Lucy to withdraw the remarks when he 
was asked to  do so by the House. 

Now, the hon. junior member for St. Lucy quot- 
led three instances in which the hnn. senior member 
for St. Joseph wa? asked to withdraw from Polling 
Stations, and he has not said anything untrue or 
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offensive or unparliamentary a'bout him. A little 
later this is \\.hat the hon. junior member for St. 
Lucy said in answer to you when you called o l ~  him 
and asked him if he desired to eaplah  himself any 
further : 

l No, Mr. Speaker, I think I have had ample 
cppoltunity to eapiain myself, and I have done it, 
eel-tainlJT, to the best of my and as I ,.hought 
to the of you; and until now 1 thought 
I had sstisfied the Rouse. I understalld from tile 
hon. junior for St. Thomas that he and his col- 
leagues require further satisfaction. That, Mr. Speak- 
er, is not within my power to offel-." 

[A VOICE : Who reparted that ?l .  
'l'he hon. junior member for St. liucy, in other 

V ' Q ~ ~ S  told the H o w  that he Could not offer the 
House what it demanded d him because in fairness 
to his conscience he felt his allegations were correct. 
After if he those things with his Own eyes, 
ts he come in here and knowing that is 
so, just merely to deny the statement and w~thdra\v 
the remarks- 

Mr. SPElAKER,: I think the hon. member i s  
developing a point which is not of interest to the 
House- 

Mr. CRAIVFORD: The hon. junior member for 
St. Lucy in this particular attitude was not singu- 
lar. The hon. senior mem'ber for St. Michael appar- 
cntly believes in contemporaneous history. He quot- 
~ c '  from what transpired in 1941 but he failed to 
quote as fully as he might have what happened i n  
1938. 

I want to show the House, Mr. Speaker, if I am 
permitted that the a,ttitude of the hon. junior member 
for St. Lucy last week was parallel with the attitude 
adopted by the hon. senior member for St. Joseph 
in  1938 when the Zouse called on him to withdraw 
offensive and ~ n p a r l i a m e n t a r ~  remarks and he also 
refused to withdraw them. 

Mr. SPEAKER*: This thing happened in Com- 
,ittee ; not in the n o w .  We are dealing with an ir- 
.egularitY at  a meeting in Committee of the H ~ ~ ~ .  

M, ,-JRAWFQRD: ~ 1 1  I am merely trying to 
do is to explain for the benefit of hen. members and 
the public, that entirely apart from the irregularity 
of the proceedings which have been well established, 
it is not when the senior 
member for St. Lucy refnsed to withdraw what he 
regarded as an accurate statement. The hon. senior 
member for St. Michael made an elaborate point 
about strength and weakness and so on. Well now, in 
1938, the hon. senior member for St. Joseph made 
a n  offensive remark against the late Mr. Charlie 
Elder, and he was asked to withdraw i t ;  and this is 
what the hon. senior member for St. Joseph said- 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not before this House. 
The question is whether an irregularity was com- 
mitted; not whether you were right or you were 
wrong. That is not the ~o i l l t .  

Hr. CRAWFORlD: Mr. Speaker, the question 
that  an irregularity has been committed has been so 
well established that it is superfluous for  me to go 
over it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not doing 
the R o u ~ e  a service by straying from the question. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I f  the hon. senior member 
for  St. Michael assumes that because the hon. juniolr 
member for St. Lu* refused to w i t h d r a , ~  he was 
wdak, I think I iam entitled to put him right. I n  
debate of this sort, any argument especiallv mis- 
gu?ded areument. is liable to have a wrong influence. 

Mr- SPEAKER: I think that  aspect of ths 
matter is immaterial at  this stage. 
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Mr. CRAWFORD : I appreciate, Your Holzour, 
that the House will pay no account to what the hon 
senior member for S't. Michael has said. While it 
is not strictly relevant, oan I not draw an analogy 
to what took place in 1938 and h t  week? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I t  is not an analogy. m a t  
happened in 1938 was for  words which were used in 
the House, while this motion based on an  alleged 
irregularity havihg been done in Committee. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: So far  as I read from the 
report, in the House you called on the junior member 
for St. Lucy to withdraw the offendin, V words. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  To the satisfaction of th,: 
House. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I n  1938 the honourqble 
senior member for St. Joseph was also asked to 
u-ithdraw the offending words to the satisfaction 
of the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  We are dealing with an  jr- 
regularity as t o  the vote in question. This is alleged 
error in  procedure and nothing e h .  

Mr. CRAWFORD: Certainly, sir, in endeav. 
ouring to convince ourselves that there was error 111 

procedure, we are entitled to draw attention to i'h, 
background of the entire thing. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Not necessarily now. 
Mr. CRAWFORD: If our minds are confuse? 

about what took place, a re  we not entitled? 
Mr. SPEAKER : Oh no! Our minds are not con- 

fused. 
Mr. CRAWFORD: I believe that Your Honour 

is not confused about what took place, but from the 
speeches which I have heard, I think some hon. mem- 
bers are confused about what took place. I a m  @a. 
vinced that there was an  irregularity in  the actual 
suspension itself; and I can see no reason why 1 
should not be permitted in  a debate of this sort to 
draw a parallel to  what has happened in 1938. AQ 
la matter of fact, sir, I propose in  quOking from the 
proceedings on that occasion also to  refer to the pro- 
cedure. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The procedure on the 1338 
occasion is not in-rolved. I am sure i t  is bound to 
I)F different. We are dealing ~ 4 t h  a matter which 
began in Committee. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Certainly, sir, what we are 
dealin? with took place in Committee ljut that was 
cillp the bepinninq of it. Although i t  took  lace in 
Cnmmittee. it had to be referred to the House. The 
other matter took place in the House and i t  had to 
be finalised there. 

On that occasion, the hon. senior member for 
St. Joseph ~ q a s  asked. by the Speaker on seven differ- 
cllt occasions to withdraw the, offending remarks and 
he refuEd to withdraw them. I take i t  
frclll the remarks of the hon. senior member for St. 
Brichael that  the hen. senior member for St. Joseph 
theu was exhibiting great weakness. I take i t  from 
the remarks of the honourable senior member for S;. 
Michael that the honourable senior member for st 
;Toseph was the11 stupid as to feel that he conlli 
not stoop because if he did so, he could not 
again. 

SPEAKER : The honourable rnenlber is a:, 
it were forcing on this H~~~~ an otherlvise interestin;; 
rehearsal of what happened ill this HonouraFl. 
chamber on that occasion; but that is of benefit 
to this Chamber becanse we are llot dealing TT~ith mat- 
trrs Tyhich are similar.  hi^ matter is baspd 
differently. I want to submit that history is always 
interesting, but I do not think that we should be in- 
vclvrd in matters which although interesting, are not 
pertinent a t  this stage. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I do not think we should be 
against hearing a matter which has happened to the 
h~nourable senior member for St. Joseph in a similar 
adjunct. Sir, all I want to do is to impress on the 
rninds of honourable members and the last Speaker, 
that the refusal to withdraw words that were offen- 
sive or unprliamentary in  a debate (just as in  the 
case of the honourable junior member for St. Lucy 
or in the case of the honourable senior member for 
St. Joseph in  1938) does not necessarily coasti- 
tute weakness. It merely means that the honourable 
member believes and is firmly convinced in  the ac- 
curacy of what he has said. Now that is what brought 
me to my feet apart from the fact that I want t o  say 
in  my opinion from what 1 have heard, that therz 
was some irregularity in the procedure and therefore 
the House is psrfectly within its rights, entirely apart 
from the justification of the remarks, to save its 
fdce from this irregular action last Tuesday and to 
agree to the rescission of the vote on that occa- 
sion. 

I want to apologise to the honourable Mover of 
the motion, the honourable junior member for Christ 
Church for entering the debate after he had made 
his finad speech on the matter; because I am fully 
sware that the Government's Bench takes the stmng- 
est possible exception to speeches from honourable 
members after the Introducer of a motion has ex- 
excised his right to reply. Therefore, I take i t  that 
the speeches which followed after the reply b y  ths 
hon. junior member for Christ Church are contrary 
to practice and ungracious, and therefore I apolo- 
gise to him for having transgressed in this respect. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I am not apologising for 
speaking after the honourable senio-r member for St. 
Philip because I have pointed out to the House that 
the honourable member does i t  so often, that I have 
had to draw it to  the attention of the Hmse. If a 
Mover of a motion has the right to reply, if some- 
thing fresh has been said after he replied, he is per- 
fectly right to reply to that also; just as if the hon- 
ourable junior member for Christ Church were to 
ask to make a reply to what was said after he.replied, 
I would certainly vote for it. 

I t  has been suggested that those who want to 
~ o t e  aga,inst this motion for  rescission have not 
given any specific incidence or argument showing that  
there was no irregularity. I say with sorrow, rather 
than anger, (and that is not just a phrase) that up 
to last Tuesday there was no man in this island whom 
I met, and discussed this matter with him, could say 
that 1 have failed to say to so and so, "Oh the junior 
member for Christ Church, he is a decent fellow." 1 
have always said that although the honourable mem- 
ber is a Conslervative, 1 see nothing in his politics 
which would make him stoop to do anything which 
was dirty. I regret to say that since last Tuesday my 
respect for him is not the same, because in  the respon- 
~i'ble position as Leader of the Opposition, (he is un- 
like the junior member for St. James who war 
not present) he heard with his own ears a d  
had seen everything that happened; he heard 
my objection to being accused of a, criminal 
offence by the honourable junior member for St. Lucy. 
I did not object to the word "intimidation" becauss 
YOU Can the word "intimidation" quite in- 
~OCUOUS~:?. 1 object3d to  i t  in the context. There ;? 

"0 actual linlitatioll to criminal ~Eences;  anybod,? 
Can lod?? a Cme against m- if thty r%*.~lt to use that " 
11.05 p.m. 

As a most responsible member of this House it 
was his duty (irrespective of what Party he be- 
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longed to),  to aid the Governinent in maintaining 
the dignity of this Chamber. What is the good of 
saying that we are degenerating in this Chamber 
unless when a clear case arises where an  honour- 
able member goes so far  as to accuse another hon- 
ourable member of ain indictable misdemeanour, and 
that honourable i~leillber happeiis to be the Leader 
of the Government, for the honourable member to 
ac t  as he acted. I t  is amazing to me that the Hon. 
Leader of the Opposition should have voted against 
a motion for the suspension of that honourable 
member. This is nothing in this world to do with 
politics; i t  is a question of the dignity of the House. 
With all the fulminations used by the hon. senior 
member for St. George, not once did he object to 
the proceedings on the ground of irregularity. 
[MEMBERS: Yes, he did.] What irregularity did 
he mention? 

Mr. CRAWFORD On a point of Order. Frc,n; 
the prcceedillgs which are to be printed, the h o ~ -  
.ourable senior member for St. George referred Your 
Honour to Rule 131. He said that this alleged 
occurrence took place in Committee and he co11- 
cluded "I an1 suggesting that the whole thing is au 
irregularity." 

Hon. G. H. ADAMs: What is i t  that is going 
on today but an irregularity? 

Mr. CRAWFORD: The hon. senior member for 
St .  George quoted the entire Rule; he said that it 
Tvas an irregularity; that it is not on the displeasure 
of two honourable members but on the pleasure of 
honourable members that these words are to be 

The Chairman has told you here today what 
were the words that were taken down. I am ask- 
mg the House to rely on what they have heard from 
d~hers :  that there was a n  explicit direction to the 
Clerk to take down the words. Where is the ir- 
regularity up to that point? I repeat that when 
the hon. senior member for St. George got up and 
mentioned that, it was SO ridiculous that 1 did not 
ccvntradict anything; I would not worry to a n s w f ~  
that with all of us sitting down here. 

One knows the nature of the hon. senior mem- 
ber for St. George whom Your Honour had to cor- 
rect when he suggested that I did not give the hon- 
ourable member a chance to withdraw. \TTe have 
ali these facts before us; i t  all happened before our 
eyes and in our hearing. When i t  comes to the ap- 
peal of the hon. junior member for Christ Church, 
this is the only thing which has worried me in this 
cisbate ; 1 thought the honourdble member would 
have shown himself to be the true Leader of the 
O ~ ~ o s i t i o n ,  by forgetting politics and remember- 
ing only the dignity of this House. 

There are people who used to hold us up as the 
mirror of everything that a Legislative Assembly 
should be; therefore let responsible members of this 
Assembly give clear proof that they put the dignity 
of this House and the fair name of Barbados above 
politics; and the position of Barbados as regards 
respect in the Cari'bbeaii will continue to be what it 
was. I regret that a stranger had to tell me: "Your 
boys are losing prestige with the rest of the West 
Tndies when me begin to talk about the Federal 

taken down. I Capital." [Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Do we want a 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I t  is a pity that we have. Federal Capital without money?] I am suggesting 

not got all the English Rules. For one thing therc I 
is a Rule that  you cannot reflect on the Speaker or 
the Chairman of Committees; and this is regrettable 
in view of the Chaiman's assedion, in view of my 
memory and that of those on this side of the Table 

The Chairman specifically directed that those 
words be taken down. What is the practice ? The mem- 
ber objecting must as closely as he can, state the words 
to which he objects. The latest edition of "May.' 
makes that very clear. The practice is not entire:,r 
the same because of the wording of the Resolution 
in  the House of Commons Journal as compared with 
our Act. 

Our Rule says "if it appear to be the pleasure 
of the Committee". You have not got to take a 
vote in order to see that.  If everybody is calliny 
for  a withdrawal and the honourable member d0P.i 
not withdraw, then i t  is obviously the pleasure of 
the Committee that the words be taken down. 

In  1941 I was asked to write down the exart 
words I objected to. If any honourable member ha. 
a copy of "May" he can check what I have just said. 
The Chairman or the Speaker calls upoln the offend- 
ing member to withdraw and the offending member 
not withdrawing or apologising to the satisfactior. 
of the House, the member offended asks that th, 
words be taken down as fa r  as he can remember 
them himself; therefore there was never irregulari- 
ties in that. 

Fa r  from being irregular i t  was my duty to dn 
it. The Chairman and the hon. selnior member f o r  
St. Andrew have told you in absolute, clear, s impl~ .  
accurate and explicit terms what happened after that. 
The Deputy Clerk asked me what mere the words; 
a t  one time the Acting Clerk asked me what mere 
the exact words. The hoa. senior member for t h ~  
City said: "Yes those were the words as taken dorn~l 
by  the Clerk," the honourable member who was 
waving a piece of paper in his hands said that the 

that occasions of this sort are not occasions for 
Party Politics; and 1 repeat that if the Chairman 
of Committees has said that he objects to its being 
said that he slipped up in this matter, 1 entirely 
agree with him. 
11.15 P.m- 

Another matter that I think I should refer to 
as regards the conduct of the hon. junior member 
for Christ Church, is the fact that I have come in 
here today and I only heard of this most important 
issue for the first time one-half second or so before 
the honourable member got up and said that he was 
going to make this motion. He has not told me up 
to noW. 

Mr. GODDARD: On a point of Order, Mr. 
Speaker. I sent Your Honour a covering letter say- 
ing that it has caused me grave concern. I sent i t  
here by half past two yesterday afternoon. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The letter came to hand ancl 
1 saw it this afternoon. 

Mr. E. D. XOTTLEP rose to speak. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is out 

of Order. 
Ilon. G. H. IZDAJIS : I did not knox~- that ;  I 

apologise. The hon. junior member for Christ 
Church has done the right thing if he sent to notify 
the Speaker. 

If this debate and the debate of last Tuesday 
have done anything, they have certainly done good 
and one of the things is that (I hate to say things 
that might hurt individuals; I hate to say things 
that might cause a man the loss of his job) I clo 
agree that the reports are disgraceful. I am not 
saying that the  Reporters may not do theh  best; 
but when one reads some of the things that one is 
supposed to have said, i t  is remarkable to think that  
ahybody could make some of those mistakes. I 
have refrained from saying this for a long time; 
but inasmuch as this debate has shown up things 

words were correct. / of that sort then, I think it is about time that we 
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put  our House in order all roukid. [Mr. F. L. WAL- 
COTT : Get new Reporters.] 

I do not know what are the particulars obtain- 
i ng  around Your Honour or outside with the. Opposi- 
tion, but the fact that a letter of such importance 
was not drawn to the attention of the Speaker and 
the fact that other members could not be aware of it, 
is another indication that all is not well in  the office. 

Mr. Speaker, I am sorry that certain honour- 
able members are not in their places; because I 
intend that as long as this Government is in power 
and as long as the sort of disgusting be.er-garden 
behaviour persists (those whom the cap fit will draw 
the string even if i t  is any member of the Govern- 
ment) I feel perfectly sure that a member of the 
Government who may be called upon to withdraw 
any remarks will, without hesitation withdraw such 
remarks if ever they are found unparliamentary. 
I will add that  I am sure no member of the Govern- 
ment is going* to withdraw in the may in which 
some honourable members sometimes seem to with- 
draw. I can well appreciate Your Honour's posi- 
tion sometimes; I myself have not said the simplest 
thing in reply when some of the strongest words 
have been used in reference to me. "Hypocrisy" 
for  instance, is a remark which is not oilly unparlia- 
mentary but libeloug. The hon. senior member owes 
me now S100 for having called me a "court 
hypocrite". 

Mr. CRAWFORD: And how much do you owe 
me now? 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I am appealiiig to all 
hanourable members to see that we have gone much 
too f a r  with regard to the level of the language 
nsed in  this House; and I suggest that i t  is no 
pleasure to any of us. Some of the things that are 
said in the House with many strangers listening 
must give an unfavourable inlpression; and 1 also 
regret very much some of the things said by Your 
Honour and for the necessity of the Chairman to . 
reply. I am sure that incidents like this do not do 
the House any good nor the holders of so important 
a n  office. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. semior member for 
6i. Joseph has expressed himself as having revet ted 
some remarks that I have used. I should like to 
hear that more fully. 

Hon. G. 11. ADAMS : Your Honour makes 
many mistakes; judges make many mistakes. You 
said it outside afterwards: even if the Chairman of 
Committees had slipped up-[A VOICE: He said 
it last week.] The Chairman used some language 
which was unparliamentary but obviously he was 
defending himself. When we look upon matters of 
this sort, if you do not keep a careful c h ~ c k  on your- 
self, even the Chair might give a n  impression that 
the dignity of the House is not being preserved. 
This House of Assembly in Barbados is one of the 
oldest in the Commonwealth, the most respected in 
the Caribbean. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is 
really making a personal reflection on me as Speaker 
of this Chamber. My whole attitude in this matter 
was one of fairness and impartiality. [Ap-plause] 

I say this: I am repeating the remarks today 
which I said before: if I have slipped up, I am big 
enough to tell that  to the world notwithstanding 
the House of Assembly. [Applause] If a judge slips 
and he has to go elsewhere and admit to other people 
it is the judge's business. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, since you 
have taken i t  i n  that way, I must t?ll you that you 
ha4ve slipped up. [VOICES: You have no right 
doing that.] Your Honour was about to leave the 

Chair after saying that the honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Lucy's explanation had satisfied you until 
I drew it to Your Honour's attention that i t  was the 
House that had to be satisfied and not Your Honour. 
11 that is not a slip up, what is it? 

[Mr. F. L. WAILCOTT : You are 'out in  Argen- 
tina.] 

Mi-. SPEAKER: The honourable junior mem- 
ber for  St. Peter will calm himself. 

The Hon. Premier has said that on the last occa- 
sion when this vote for suspension was under con- 
sideration that jdst before the vote was put, I ap- 
peared to be so satisfied that I attempted to leave the 
Chair. I did not appear to make any gesture of re- 
linquishing the Chair. Someone said that I called 
back the Chairman. I never called back the Chair- 
man. 

When I discovered that the honourable junior 
member for St. Thomas was making a motion I was 
quite willing to leave the Chair; as a matter of fact 
I had thought that matters would have died down. 
But I do not relish the idea of the hanourable mem- 
ber appearing to chastise or castigate me on this oc- 
casion and I am saying so with every ounce of de- 
termination that I possess. [A VOICE: Bring in 
a vote aga,inst the Speaker.] 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The office of Speaker IS 

so dignified that honourable members must respect it. 
When one of those officers openly speak in the House 
words of chiding then, I say it is regrettable. Let 
me add this: even if i t  comes to using words unpar- 
liamentary, even the Speaker can be censured. It is 
left to the two occupants of the Chair if they persip; 
in saying things that they will regret in time to come. 

Mr. SPEAI<ER4: 1 am saying nothin? that I 
will regret. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : I am speaking once more 
with regard to the appeal to let us all forget all that 

, has happened now that we have realised that we are 
going much too far  as  regards the dignity of this 
House. This is my reason for bringing everything 
including the remarks made by Your Honour and 
the Chairman before the House. I hope that this is 
the last occasi'on on which we shall get a situatio:~ 
of this type. Not only things said in strong lan- 
guage should be objected to. As the honourable? 
junior member for the City has said from time to time 
we get very strong language used in this Houss ; but 
there is a difference between strong language and 
abusive language. Unparlianlentary language may ' 
Le strong compared with some of what is said in, this 
House. 

No matter what is said today we should remember 
that we are members of one of the oldest Chambers 
in the Colrmonrvealth and that  me should live up  
to the reputation which our predecessors have pre- 
pared for us. When this is done, then we will re- 
gret nothing in years to come. 

I feel it tvould be very hardy if I were to reply 
to some of the remarks that  are used in here from 
time to time; and mhen we reach that stage where 
one honourable member persists in casting asper- 
sions on another, it is more than regrettable. I re. 
peat that I hope that we will izevelr come even within 
passing distance of another episode, like this. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope that  in the Hon. 
Premier's remarks there is no inference as to my 
casting aspersions on the Chairman. Early in the 
day I was a t  pains to point out to this Assembly 
that I was not in the Committee when this incident 
took place and that I had to deal with what was 
reported to me by the Acting Deputy Clerk. I 
heard the Deputy Clerk's side of the matter; I did 
not want to depend on my memory. I also heard 
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the Chairman's side of the matter and l gave abso- 
lutely no conclusion as to what was what. I hope 
that the Hon. Premier does not conceive the idea 
that I a t  anytime meant anything against the Chair- 
man. I said that if the Chair has slipped up  i t  is a 
matter for the Chair. I stand by that and will ever 
stand by it. 

&h-. BRANCKER: One of the remarks, Mr. 
bpeaker, which the Hon. Premier used was this: 
let us forget what has happened. Mr. Speaker, if 
he did say that, it is reasonable to infer that not 
only mill he be voting for the motiion made by the 
Leader of the Opposition, but that he will be using 
his overwhelming influence to counsel other honour- 
able members to vote in like manner; because no- 
thing col~ld be more indicative than those remarks: 
"\Let us forget what has happened." 

Before I proceed Lny further, let me assure you 
that no one (unless one is 'biased and impartial) could 
take exceptions to the exemplary manner in which 
Your Honour conducted the business of the dav. 
I say that  because in view of what has taken place, 
there might be a suspicion in Your Honour's mind 
that ~ v e  were not highly appreciative of the manner 
in which the proceedings of this most difficult day 
have been conducted. 
11.35 p.m. 

I sir, in common with the1 honourable and 
learned members for St. Joseph and St. James was 
/ member of this Chamber on that memorable day, 
the 18th January, 1938 which weas the last occ!asion 
previous to last Wednesday morning when a mattel 
of this kind was debated. I would just say this: 
on comparing the proceedings which took place then 
(which are clear in my memory, my memory has 
been refreshed by re-reading them over the week- 
end) with what appears to have taken place last 
Wednesday morning, was that on the last occasion 
the mover of the n~otion, (the hon. junior member 
for St. James) said this: "I shall make the motion. 
But I hope before any member seconds it, the hon- 
ourable member will see i t  from that point of view 
and save what is undoubtedly an unpleasant epi- 
sode." 

I mentioned that from the point of view of our 
bearing in mind that this invaluable usage of the 
Mother of Parliaments and which was followed in 
this Chamber in 1938, is to give the maximum of 
time for tempers to cool and for members I think, 
to marshal their forces iin case the matter is pressed 
to a division. C a  that occasion the hon. junior 
member for St. James made the motion and there 
were six speeches made; the seventh speech was 
made by the late Mr. Kinch who then proceeded to 
second the motion after that considerable time. 
And that was not all. Afterwards the late lamented 
Mr. "Chrissie" Brathwaite moved that the House 
do now adjourn for half an hour, and that motion 
was seconded by Mr. W. W. Reece and carried. 

You can see that what happened in this House 
I V ~  nearly in strict conforinity with the praetice of 
t h e  Mother of Parliaments which we are so kern 
in followinq. T\'ow7 as "&lay" puts i t  in the four- 
teenth edition a t  page 440: 

"If the words be taken down in a Committee 
of the whole House, they are reported forth~vith, to 
be dealt with by the House. Failing the tender of 
explanation or apology, the consideration of the 
matter is appointed for the  next sitting, and the 
member incriminated is ordered to attend." 

I11 other words we find that according to "May7', 
(and if I err  with "&layn I err in good company) 
the procedure is to allow the maximum of time for 
due coilsideration and for people's minds to becom 
more placid. 

I want now to make another point. A lot of 
the discussion today might have bean saved if the  
Minutes of this Chamber were published in earlier 
time than they certainly are published now. I 
have never known them to be so belated as  they 
are  now; if we had those Minutes, we could have 
referred to them, and not refer to the typed copies 
of the Reporters which \vill eventually appear in 
the "Official Gazette". 

I happened not to be here after ten p.m. last 
Tuesday and I am one of those who would welconle 
the piinted M i n ~ ~ t e s  as the official guide to \?'hat 
transpired. We cannot rely on the Newspaper re- 
ports and therefore we have to fall back on the copies 
of the Reporters a percentage of nahom is llot really 
brilliant. I am not putting it any stronger than 
that ;  the Reporters need more practice or more ex- 
perience. However, sir, from a perusal of these re- 
ports and in the absence of the Offigal Minutes, I 
noticed myself that today an  honourable member has 
referred to the records according to which there was 
a motion made by the honourable junior member for 
St. Thomas who is reported t o  have said this: "If 
the honourable junior meniber for St. Lncy refuses 
to withdraw the word complained of I am making 
a motion that the honourable member be suspended 
for one week. " 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: On a point of. 
Order. I never said that. I said if the honourablc 
member does not apologise or withdraw the word "In- 
timidate", I would make a motion for the suspen- 
sion of the honoura,ble member for a week. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I am not saying that ;he 
tronourable member said that. I am quoting what 
appears in the report. Presumably what wiIl ap- 
pear in the Oficinl Gazette, is that the Hon. Minister 
said if the hon. member refuses to withdraw the words 
complained of 'I am making a motion that the h o w  
ourable meniber he suspended for one week." Then 
there were remarks made by my colleague and tlie 
honoura,ble senior member for St. Michael said: "I 
beg to second the motion." There are 1x0 Minuics 
and that is what appears in the typed report. I hope 
I am audible LOW. Then the Report goes on that the 
honourable junior member for St. Thornas said: "I 
beg to move that the honourable junior member for 
St. Lucy be suspended from the service of this HOUS: 
for two weeks" and the honourable senior member 
for St. Michael said: "I beg to second that." 

The absence of the Minutes of the meeting of the 
House is a severe handicap. One cannot always be 
present in this Chamber while a meeting is going on, 
and therefore one's guide is the Official Minutes. 
Another thing which strikes me in this report is that 
there is no record, (I hope I will be corrected if I 
am wrong) of the motion being withdrawn, or of leave 
being asked that the motion be withdrawn. There is 
a n  omission in both motions, o r  in the motion which 
was earried last Wednesday morning, and i t  is that 
t h e e  has not been the use of the word "now". I do 
no* want any attempt at  the end of two weeks for :I, 

supplementary motion to be made, if my colleague 
does not return, or for it to be said that the motirii 
did not state that he be suspended now. That word 
"now" is a very essential part of the procedure. It 
is always put : "I beg to move that this House do now 
adjourn" but this word "now" does not appear in 
the report. 

If the honourable member does not return to this 
Ilouse within fourteen days I do not want it to b. 
said that we mill determine the date on which the 
suspension ha3 to be run. I want that point clari- 
fied because if there is a point which the jurist can. 
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not help noticing, i t  is the use of the word "now". 
11.45 p.m. 

So then, Sir, as I have said, in the absence ~f 
Official Minutes, one has to ask oneelf first, i t  in 
Committee when Your Honour was not present, any 
motion was made that the words complained of be 
taken down; and one has also to aslr oneself if any 
motion was ma,de, did the Chairman report i t  to 
Your Honour. I t  would be no slight irregularity, it 
would be a grave irregularity if those two things were 
not done in Committee. We have no official record 
alld i t  is not well, Sir, that  we have to  rely on the 
recollection 'of members on the Other Side. I do not 
want to be offensive nor to be a protagonist ( I  take 
i t  that that word is not too strong on one side or  the 
other) but one prefers to refer to something coming 
from a source which is not affected by the heat of the 
debate and which is not disturbed by the fire of the 
consequences. I think I should emphasiz? those 
points. 

Let us remember that May's points out-p. 434-- 
that if a member desires that words t e  taken donn 
he must repeat the words to  which he objects, and 
state them to the House exactly as he heard them ti, 
be spoken. Then the Speaker, or the Chairman, if in 
his opinion the words are disorderly, and having 
ascertained from the records of the House or the 
Committee, directs the Clerk to take down the words 
of which objectioii has been taken. As you have re- 
minded us on more than one occasion today, our 
Rule 131 states, that in a Committee of the whole 
House, the Chairman, if it appear to be the pleasure 
of the Co~mit tee ,  will direct words objected to, t:, 
be taken down, in order that the same may be re- 
ported to the House. I would be glad to learn of 
any other form or method for knowing the pleas- 
ure of the Committee than by asking for the "Ayes" 
and in the case of doubt, calling for a division. That 
is the only safe method which I know. I am sure 
that if the? are any other methods, they cannot be so 
safe. Some of them are not informative or as help- 
fu l  as they might be. 

Sir, as I am pointing out, the important thing 
that we should do is to get our Minutes in time befors 
the next meeting, ullless the next meeting is a Thurs- 
day following the Tuesday on which we met. Wheil 
there is a n  interval of a week, i t  is reasonable for our 
s ta8  with the cooperation of the Government 
Printery to have the Minutes in printed form on a 
Saturday ,or a t  least by the Monday evening; and 
y e  can rest assured that if the rest of us do not hav? 
the time to read them, the honourable junior mem- 
ber for the City, the Deputy Speaker, will read them 
and will discover if an  "i" is not dotted or a "t" 
not crossed. 

The point which I want to emphmise before I 
sit and which needs great stress, is that in no case 
of this kind should there be any attempt to rush any- 
thing through. I n  the case of the honourable and 
learned honourable senior member for St. Joseph in  
1938, the Speaker called on him seven times asking 
him to withdraw. And mark you, after that when 
the Government's spokesman made the motion, it 
was not seconded right away, and subsequently, 
there was the motion for the adj~urnmen~t.  These 
things should not take place unless there has been 
the maximum time for adjournments and delays in  
order that everybody should have time to see clearly 
and to reason rationally. There should never be the 
attempt to rush anything through, especially if it 
is an  eadp  hour of the morning. 

I think this should teach us a lesson. Having 
recalled homy a similar matter was dealt with in 1938, 
and how it was carried out in comformity with Brit- 

ish tradition in the House of Commons, we should 
see to it that we follow it. I t  is only a coincidencz 
that the two known cases in existence within living 
memory have not occurred with ordinary men, but 
with two Oxonians. 

Mr. F. L. WALIIICOTT: I am not dealing with 
two Oxonians, I am dealing with what concerns the 
House. I will tell you this: if any Oxonian insults 
me I am not taking it, because certain people feel 
they have a divine right. to insult others passed on to 
them. 

I did not intend to get into this debate on what 
happened last week, because I believe if I were here 
i t  would have turned out in  a different way; but 
I would say that we all agree that you should not 
join with those members who do not see in  the saEe 
light, to cast any reflection on those members who 
happen to be in the Chamber. 

Now, i t  would appear to be the view of some 
people that the reason why there are so many con- 
flicts in this Chamber is because we who are in this 
Chamber, represent a different point ,of view to that 
which the people twenty ysars before or even 
three hundred years, represented. 

Now, i t  is sent out to the world that  the conduct 
oi the Barbados House of Ass'embly today is lowering 
the dignity of this Chamber. I will ask a question. 
I n  what way? When people come to the island, let 
them say whether the island has made any progress 
as compared with the time when those people twenty 
years ago and further back, mere governing the 
island. TVe now have a lady in this Chamber. 

I would say, Mr. Speaker, that I do not believe 
in tribalism; what I see happening today is an  aspect 
of tribalism working in people's minds as if we art: 
reared in some parts of Africa where, when the Chic? 
\]-ants something done everybody must do i t  or their 
heads will be taken off. I say no tribalism with me; 
my foreparents gave up  tribalism and I intend tt) 
give i t  up  too. What we want today is respect for 
each other's point of view and not respect for what 
money one may have. 
11.55 Pm.  

It pains me to hear certain things. The Hon. 
Premier has, in this House, made more derogatory 
r~nlarks  about people and their education than any 
other member of this House ; that is a sad reflection 
to be inada on any socialist leader. some people 
have no sense of piride. I n  this House You hear 
certain hon. members saying hard things about other 
hen. nlembers ; and when You look a t  the rest they 
are smiliag, forgetting that the same insults a re  
going to be east a t  them too. 

Now, take for instance what has happened to- 
day. I never raised any objection to it. The Hon. 
Premier called this House a "beer-garden". [A 
VOICE : It is true]. I am not talking about people 
who are looking about for jobs for their families; 
I am talking about people in here. 

If you can talk dbout a "beer garden7' we shall 
soon be walking about with sash knives. What 
right has the hon. member to 'refer to this honourable 
Chamber as a ' 'beer garden" ; simply because things 
do not please, him? How many rows have we hacl 
in this House? Analyse every row or every dispute 
and you will see who has been involved in these rows 
for the last three yeam. 

If any other hon. member of the House had done 
this, maybe the Hon. Premier's tolerance w o ~ ~ l d  not 
have gone so f a r ;  but I should like to see any other 
hon. member telling Your Honour the things the 
Hon. Premier said from his seat or somebody tell- 
iilg the Hon. Premier from their seat what he told 
you. If they did you would see the difference. 
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Do not worry to criticise the conduct of people 
unless you yourself are prepared to be an example. 
You cannot want people to join you to vote for this, 
to expel, and to advocate certain things when you 
by your very conduct do similar things. 

Some weeks ago 1 had to counsel the hen. senior 
member for s t .  George about this question of a 
vote of censure on the Chairman of Committees. He 
passed an opinion and I had to agree with it. 

I say that the of Committees is a 
fellow. when he is going down hill no one is 

going him. ~~b~~~ can fool me that the chair- 
man was not when in the ear.y morning he 
put the question when a member was on his feet 
in debate; I will say that i t  was wrong. 

When lt comes to this whole talk that certain 
people are saying that bad behaviour is being prac- 
tised in here and certain hon. members do not want 

be with that, I say this: we have to 
set examples. Let the hen- members who are say- 
ing so set the example. Hon. members on that side 
of tht. House cannot stay there and push things a t  
people to hurt their pride. Tell people plainly that 
You are going to push them Out. I would advise "lr 

Ldaders on the other side of this House that if 
they are so dissatisfied with the House as  it 
IS, then i t  is within their 1:rovince to call an  elec- 
tion; or I would call on the members whom they 
regard as ill-mannered and then go and tell the peo- 
ple that there a re  not worthy to be in  the House. Do 
not say i t  in the House ; let us  say i t  in the 'broad day- 
light. Say to yourselves: "well, the House is not being 
run in a dignified manner, let us  call an election; that 
is the best thing to do." Now may b s  a very appro- 
rriate time, because there are some of us a t  present 
in this House for the sake of what we can do 
the peopie, whereas there are others whose very 
economic future would be jeopardised if they were 
not membeln of this Place That is one important 
aspect of the problem. 

I have heard i t  said in this House before that 
someme can make me suffer. I f  somebody or some 
devious mind attempt make me suffer 
he might see the light of day once more after that. 
1f you feel satisfied that You have the COddence 
of the people and that do have the 
fidenee of the people, then call an dection. You 
should put  an  end to the threats that are made to 
these people and for all- Begin now and give 

hen. members a chance stand with 
the public. Hon. members will appreciate that the 

the lVishes the qeople One way 
or the other. 

Some hon. members are in the unfortunate 
position where a seat in this House means too much 
to their economic existence. We all agree with thr 
fact that m e m b e ~  of this House should be paid, but 
then i t  is not so easy to really a p r e s  one's own point 
of view, for the simple reason when you cannot feed 
your wife and family outside of being a member 
of the General Assembly. Well, when a represemta- 
tive of the people has to think of his stomach be- 
fore he can think of the clarity of his conscience 
aad  the representation of the people, believe me, 
it is a very sad position indeed. 

I will not take part to  any greater extent in 
this debate for the simple reason that I was not a 
party to what trampired last week. My final re- 
mark is this: I do not like the idea of beating about 
the bush, fooling people and patting fellows on their 
backs. If these reporters are not good, why is i t  
that you do not come with a formal motion? 
12.0'5 a.m. 

If the Reporters are not good I would not have 
any conlpunction for anybody. It is not my money 
I am paying out; I am paying the money for which 
I am a trustee. If the &porters are not   aid a proper 
salary, if they are paid £500 [A MEMBER: Not  et]. 
ao a maximum, I an? saying that the salary is ;E500 
;is a maximum. I am not suggesting that that is t o ~  
much or too little. 

No matter what the salary is, if hon. members 
of this House are eonvineed that the Reporters a re  
not doing their jobs, then the Reporters should be  
d i m i s e d  Why are we afraid? I f  the %porters a r e  
not doing their job why not "fire" them? A remark 
was made as to the Office ; why is i t  that the Minister 
of Labour was instructed, (he would not have done 
i t  unless the P'remier and others had approved of 
it) to bring forward an Item, which is T~~~ 23 on 
the OrdeT Paper under ''Private Members ~ ~ ~ i -  
nes,,8 That Item is ' c t o  move the passing of 
Resolution relating to the salary of the Librarian & 
Secretary of the General &wt?m'lY." Whom are you 
trying to fool? The hon. member said "not only 
the debates but the Office ;' ' if something is going 
Ivrong, why i t  is that you do not adjust these things? 
jll this debate you have disratisfae- 
tion among the Staff, do you think that you are 
going to fool anybody that you are going to get 
the maximum out of How do you think ,.he 
Reporters feel if the reports are disgraceful and 
vou are not making any attempt to go into the 
iIIatterf are wasting funds if you can 
say publicly that for the money you are out 
you are not getting 

Mr. Speaker, I raised these points because as a 
member of this Assembly we have all been accused 
of being members of a "beer-garden" and therefore 
remarks like that coming from the person whom the  
Premier said he has met and whom he has spoken 
to, mean that the person whom the Premier has met 
has him above the Members of this Assembly 
and therefore he has come back here and said "you 

a beer-garden". we are now_reaching the 
where we are evolving self-government; today we 
have to take insults; today we are on the border 
line of a vote of censure being made on you with- 
out the House taking a v o k  in that  your authority 
was challenged and I do not intend to do that but  
it; is a sad example to this chamber. 

The Chairman was exonerated in a warm man- 
ner although he is your juaior officerr. One went 
so far  as to say that a vote of censure could be t akm 
against you. Today's debate has that cer- 
tzin hon. members have taken i t  upon themselves 
to castigate you. 

I will not beg to take down anybody's remarks 
against me, but I will look for some of the 

hardest things to tell them and I will not withdraw 
them afterwards. If  you ask me to withdraw them 
l may have to do so reluctantly. 1 have no desire 
t o  refer to any hon. member first; but I do not 
care who the hon. rnemhr is, if he inmlts me r 
urill jump up and look for the worst thing I can 
say about him and say it. I do not mean that to the 
lady mmbcr because we are too friendly. [laughter]. 
[A MEMBER: Her husband is behind ~f her 
husband is behind me I do not mind; if his mind is 
not f ~ l w  emancipated at  this stage then it is a mat- 
ter for him! I should like to say this: if i t  is a 
question of letting bv-gones be by-gones then l& it 

so: and if i t  is so, let us say as men that we 
have had our differences; let us say i t  in such a way 
that we will forget them. 

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: I shall t ry  to be as  
short as possible. I was not present at  the time 
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when the incident was dealt with last week, and 
therefore I have had, like the hon. junior member 
for the City, to rely on reports and listen to mem- 
bers who have related their accounts of what has hap- 
pened. This motion which the hon. junior m e m h  
for Christ Church has brought was brought by us 
out of a sense of justice, because if there has been 
an appeal that we should try and conduct our par- 
liamentary business far away from Party matters, 
this is the one instmce in which we should bring our 
higher characteristics to bear and try and do that 
which is right. 

If we come to the coilclusion on the evidence 
which we have before us that, in truth and in fact 
the Rules were not observed and a member of the 
House was suspended from the service of the House 
in that way, the least that we could do is to rescind 
the motica; which does not mean that we have dealt 
with the merits of the case, but that we have dealt 
with it in the right way. We are less than men if 
we are not prepared in the circumstances to do 
something such as that. 

If there is one good thing which has come out 
of the debate, it is the attitude which has been 
adopted by Your Honour (Cheers) and if we fol- 
low this example and deal with the matter on the 
same high plane and admit that we have made mis- 
takes, we would have no hesitation in passing the 
motion. NTe have made a d ip  and the record shows 
it. 
12.15 a.m. 

As I have said. if on the other hand, we are go- 
ing to adopt the idea that because the Chairman of 
Committees belongs to the Government 'S Party 
therefore what he did must be backed up by his 
Party, then I say our future is not rosy. 

There iq much evidence and overwhelming 
evidence to the contrary; there is Your Honour in 
the Chair supplying evidence on the subject to con 
firm the record and in the face of that it is a d iE  
cult matter to see how one can avoid confusion. The 
Committee went wrong and you have supplied US 
with evidence which was corroborated by the record. 

Let us look at  this matter in a different light. 
Suppose the time may come when some member, 
(perhaps sitting on that side of the Table) might 

h d  himself among the minority, and it did happen, 
he might make some remark which Your Honour 
sitting in the Chair might interpret as unparlia- 
mentary, or something which he should withdraw; 
can they on that side of the Table realise that iJ 
xould be most unfair in that they should take ad- 
vantage (because they are in the majority) of ail 
irregularity to later on carry through with a sus- 
pension which has proved and proved conclusively 
to have taken place. 

If the Reporters had substantiated the state 
men% which were made by some of those members 
on the Other Side we would have never heard the 
words used that their work was disgraceful. We would 
'lave been told, as we would have expected to have 
been told, if your recollection is different to mine, 
let us call the Reporter and see what he says. 

NOW, Sir, we have cleared up one point: that 
the matter was not brought in as a surprise. The 
three of us in our Party when we saw that an ap- 
parent irregularity had been committed, agreed 
that before anything was put before this Housr 
pither by our Leade~  or the hon. senior member for 
the City that we should mention it to you that we 
thought this procedure a great irregularity. After 
that 'we asked for evidence to see whether it would 
qupport it or not. I t  was only after that, that we 

came to the conclusion that we should ask the 
House to deal with i t  on this basis. 

What I am saying to-night may be hopelew, but 
we should not let it go forth to the world that inoral- 
ly we are not prepared, even when wle have such over- 
vihclming evidence as has been put before US) and 
even when our Spealier has told us "I do not mind 
telling the world that I made a mistake", that mem- 
bers of the House refused to follow his good example. 
We should let i t  appear that ws do not condone the 
use of words which are not suitable for Parliament, 
l u t  that we are not prepared to pass over our own 
inaccuracy and irregularity when we know that it i s  
SO. 

Do you realise, sir, that whenever we offend, 
this side of the House has complete confidence in 
your ruling? We m-ould have hesitated to bring a 
motion. 

Wh&her we win or lose the great thing abou~  
this is that we have proved ta all good men and true 
aiid thinking, persons that the Speaker of this H o w  
has been man  enough to st2nd up and put his re- 
collection of the story before the H o w ;  and that 
recollection is as accurate as  we claim it to  'be. It 
has been borne oat by the record before us which 
if y?u take the opportunity to peruse, would show 
that Rule 131 ww never carried out. Therefore, sir, 
we should be men enough to get entirely away from 
Party in our consideration of this matter. 

I think many of us can never complain. We 
have obeyed your rulings and have always attempted 
to obey your rulings even when we thought them 
wrong. We have had the satisfaction that the Speak- 
er who has been chosen by the House, (at any rate 
i n  this matter m d  as we expect he would in no case, 
have done otherwise) has fulfilled our hopes by giv- 
ing us justice to remedy the ill which we thought 
should have been done. 

When you examine the record by the Report- 
lers, when, you examine your recollwtion of the mat- 
ter and when you listen to the other member3 
who have spoken from their knowledge of what tool: 
place, when you use your own Clerk's words, it will 
be found conc4uki~ely that an  irregularity took 
rlace; and this does not cast any reflection on the 
Ohairman of Committees, because he must know as 
we all know that he does make a mistake sometimes 
as any other man is liable to make a t  some time or 
'the other. If i t  is his recollection that he odered 
somethins to 'be taken down you will remember that 
the speeches, even of those hon. members of the 0th~:- 
side, do not bear out the statement that he ordered 
.that the words be taken down. I say that without 
anv hesitation. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point 
of Order. I made it crystal clear when I was speak- 
ing that the Chairman directed that the words be 
ta1it.n down and that the Acting Deputy Clerk wrote 
down those words and then c rowd them with his 
pen. The hon. senior member for St. Andrew also 
made that point quite clear as well as the Chairman. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will tell this House again 
that the Acting Deputy Clerk told me that he had 
the impression that as the Chairman, did not direct 
the words to be taken down he expunged it from the 
!record. I am nothing to do with the merits or de- 
rierits of whether the C'hairman did dired or did 
not direct. I am just interested in the report made 

I to me by my Deputy Clerk. 
I Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I would 

refer to the words tdcen down by the Reporters which 
1 bear out what the Acting Deputy Clerk says clearly. 



This report which Tvas brought in by the hon. junior 
ineniber for the City bears out that point clearly. I 
hope that i t  will not be altered now because we have 
~ised it as a record. On the first page of' the report, 
you will see this: 

The hon. senior meniber for St. Joseph says:- 
"T object to the use of those \vords. They accuse 

me of a criminal oR'c-nce, and 1 call on the hon. mem- 
ber to withdraw them." 

'Yhe hon. junior member for St. Lucgr says:- 
" Jlr. Chairwan, I cannot withdraw them. " 
The hon. senior inember for St. Joseph the11 

says :- "Then, Mr. Chairman, in that case I shall 
have to call on the Speaker. I ~ ~ i s h  to ask that the 
~ v r d s  be taken down. The hon. nzeniber has accused 
me of the electoral offence of intimidating voters. 
That is a most serious charge." 

The hon. junior member for St. Lucy: " l i ' .  
Chairman, 011 a poSnt of Order, l have not said such 
;. thing. Mr. Chairman, will you 'be willing to hear 
iize further t " 

The Chairman then says in  reply to the hon. 
illember: "The hon. senior member for St. Joseph 
makes objection to your words, I can only report the 
matter to the Speaker." 

Mr. Chairman, then reported to Your Honour 
v, ho took the Chair. 
;2.25 a.m. 

Mr. Speaker, according to the Report, said : 
"The Chairman having slipped up  on Rule 131, by 
not directing that the wlords objected to be taken 
down and therefore), no report having been made I 
xi11 deal with i t  under Rule 133, in order to give the 
honourable member a chance to explain himself or to 
make an a,pology; but before doing so T am goin,: 
to have the whole report put before iize." 

The Report continues as follow. : "Mr. Speak( r 
directed the Acting Clerk to call the Reporter who 
had taken down $he words to read the passage back 
The Reporter read the words back to the Actin2 
Clerk who took them down in writing and reporttld 
to the House as follows:- 

'Even in matters where i t  was clear that certain 
persons who mere not in any way involved in ths 
Elections, neither a s  candidates nor agents nor even 
well-wishers ( I  will not say voters) yet those per- 
sons, among whom was the honourable senior mem- 
her for St. Joeeph especially, moving themselves in 
and out of the polling booths browbeating or intimi- 
dating either by  word or frown7- 

A voice says: "what was said was the word 
'gesture ' ". 

Mr. Speaker then says: "I think the honourable 
member would have to give a n  explanation or an 
a ~ o l o g y  to those remarks." 

And the honourable junior member for St. Lucy 
says: "Mr. Speaker, it may not have been told you 
how this thing started. I n  Committee we had 
reached, I think Clause 19, which deals with the ap 
pointment of presiding Officers and I was hintill. 
that Government has got to be careful in the selec- 
tion of those people who preside over elections be- 
cause qui,e a number are subjected to pressure of a 
political nature. I quoted from my own bitter ex. 
perience in my recent bye-election where some 
of the people showed their weakness and partialit? 
in a way which was most striking, by letting un  
alxthcrised persons, that is, persons who were not 
tclters nor agents, to enter into polling stations and 
booths to intimidate and render uncomfortabJe, voters 
T said in the course of my remarks that  among those 
persons who were permitted to enter was the honour 
able senior member for St. Joseph whom T sa,w my 

sell' and who at  about eight o'clock h i  the ivorniiig 
was ordered out of the Half Moon Fort  polling sta- 
tion by the honourable senior member for St. John, 
and who at  about ten o'clock was asked to put him 
self a t  a respectable distance from the precincts of 
the Selah Polling Station, and who was ordered out 
of the Checker Hall Polling Station by one of my 
agents. I have not said anything that  is untrue, 
offensive or unparliamentary about him. 

Mr. Speaker then says: "Objection has bell; 
taken against the word 'intimidate'. That word is 
not unparliamentary, bnt the honourable member 
should not make use of anything like that. I do think 
that the use of the word "intimidate' in  tlie phras5 
i n  which it was used is sufficiemtl;7- strong that one 
can reasonably object to it, and I would ask thl: 
honourable member to withdraw the word in. 
timidate'. By law i t  is an  offience, to do so. 

i l l~d  the honourable junior member for St. Lucy 
replies as fo1ows:- 

"Mr. Speaker, my use of the word 'intimidate' 
had no specific reference to the honourable seiiio~ 
member Eor St. Joseph. 

Mr. Speaker then says: "ISas the honourable 
.iieinber said that when he nsed tha word 'intimidate' 
he l~ras making no reference to the honourable senior 
rneinh~~r for St. Joseph? Now, I do not want any 
qualifications whatsoever in your answer; no big 
referenc.e, no small reference; I simply ~vant  the 
answer 'no reference' ". 

To that the honourable junior member for S+ 
Lucy replies: "Yes, no reference." 

1 have been surprised to hear even certain h011 
curable members say that the honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Lucy said "no reference". There is no 
donbt that is in the record. He was asked to witb 
draw any reference to that, and a t  the time the Hon. 
Premier was perfectly satisfied. Tl~e~ll, any way Ire said 
he hoped i t  mould not happen agttiu. 

11011. G. H. ADAMS: On a point of explanation. 
7 meant that I hoped it would no2 happen again that 
the Speaker would say hr hitd been satisfied, when 
hr meant that the I I o u s ~  was satisfied. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must speak again. I said i'r' 
the Ilouse was not satisfied the House will act, anti 
the House did act. 

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: Now tonight we are told 
that the Chairman did not make a slip; that thp 
Reporters' work is wrong; and everybody and every- 
Zhing is wrong and everybody's work is disgraceful. 
Where a person is wrong, shorthand or no shorthand, 
he is wrozg. Wherever memory has so proved that 
they were right, they have backed i t  up ;  otherwise 
they say that somebody did make a mistake. 

We do not want to preach. If those who are 
the leaders want to do something, let the111 starL 
preaching and acting. Let them rise and say that the 
injustice did not arise. 

The honourable junior member for St. Zucy doer 
not belong to this small party over here ; he is nothing 
to  do with this Party. But perhaps Tve had bettel. 
not go into that, because we may get a lot of reinariw 
by the honourable junior member for St. Peter an11 
all that this does is to engender bad feeling. 

You are prepared to accept that the procedure 
was wrong; but they conclude that your word and 
other people's words are wrong. Standing against 
that only, are the thoughts and memories of the peo- 
~ l e  on the other side of the table. 
12.35 a.m. 

If ever there is a case of mistaken loyalty, it 
mould be seen in  these circumstances. Unpleasant a3 
it, is, we are bound to make this motion so that th- 
position could be explained to the House. The Rule3 



are strict, as Your Honour knows, and the very next 
Rule to Rula 131 says:- 

"Every such objection is to be taken a t  a time 
when such words are used and not after any other 
member has spoken. " 

There is e Rule of the House of Commons which 
says that the words cannot be taken down then. If you 
are  bound by that strictly and to the point, you should 
be prepared to say what we are prepared to say; 
and it is that we are not pretetnding to condone the 
use of any such words if the Speaker is going to 
hold that they should not be used. But  on the other 
hand, if we fail to observe the Rule the least we can 
do is to be men enough to say: "Well we had a good 
taw, but me did not do i t  in the right  ay." 

Mr. G0DDAR.D: Mr. Speaker, I am asking per- 
nisision to speak again in view of the fact that hon- 
ourable inemhers have spoken after I have replied. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
Izofiowrable memher. 

Mr. GODDARD: It gives us no pleasure on this 
side to haver to listen to what took place. As the 
bunourable junior member for St. James has said, 
we as a Party in this House (my colleague on my 
Ztft and I)  have been sitting hllre and we tried 
to help the situation; we always t ry  to aclsist in any 
matter. I have a duty to perform and as long 
as 1 am in public life I shall do it to the best of my 
ability. I am not going to push any motion and i 
a.m not going to do things just for the purpose of 
pleasing certain people; but I wish to explain why 
we voted as we did: i t  was to uphold the Chair. 

We felt that by your attitude in the Chair 
~vhen y-ou turned to say something to the Chairlnan of 
Committees, that you were satisfied with the explana- 
tion which had been given. We felt that we were 
upholding the Chair. On those grounds the honour- 
able senior member for the City and myself voted 
as we did. We tried to help the situation and if we 
had to vote again we woulcl vote, the same way. 

The questiom that the vote of the House to sus- 
pend the hortourable junior member for Xt. Lzccy 
from the service of the House for two weeks be re- 
scinded put  and resolved i n  the negative, th. 
Hozrse d;vi&ng as follows 7 

Ayes : I\Iesrs. LEWIS, BRANCKEX, CRAWFORD, 
E. K. WALCOTT, GOIDDARD and E.  D. MOTTLEY-(6). 

Noes: Mr. SMITH, Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Hon. R. G. 
MAPP, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E. TALMA, Hon. 
Dr.  H. G. H.  CUM~IIINS, Mrs. BOURNE, Messrs. HOLDER, 
RRYAN, J. C. MOTTI~EY and Mmm-11. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. H. G. 13. CUMMINS : Before fixing the 
Crder Paper, I want to say that  i t  is proposed that 
WC meet on Thursday. The reason for that is that we 
want to get through a certain amount of work in  
order that we may take a summer a d j o u m m t  in  a 
short while. The Order Paper will remain as i t  is. 1 
beg to move that this House do now adjourn until 
T h u r s d ~  at  3 o'clock p.m. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that we 

adjourn until Tue::day next the 19th instant at  12 
o'clock noon. You bring people in  here a t  3 o'clock, 
SOU work until one o'clock a.m., and then you talk 
about the debates being disgraceful. 

The normal day's work would be from what time? 
You come in here at  three o'clock. you sit until 12.45 
a.m. to be more exact, and then talk about a summer 
zidjournment. To me that is merely a sign of weak- 
*less, because the Premier has to go away what doe9 

tllat nlatter? Nobody LS foolish enough to vote against 
the business of the colony going on if the Premier 
has to go away; we are ready to deal with the Bill 
which has been introduced by the Minister of Agri- 
culture, Lands and Fisheries. It is common knowledge 
that the Premier has to  go away; it is so much non- 
sense therefore to tell people that if the Premier has 
to  go away that m u l d  interfere with the business of 
the country. Both the Premier and the Minister of 
Social Services we7e out of the island a t  one time and 
we did business ir, this House. 
12.45 a m .  

The trouble, Mr. Speaker is that members would 
v,alk out of here and say: "You need not come 'back 
on Thursday." I r~a l i s~e  that you may talk as much as 
you like but  the members who are bound and who de- 
1,cnd on this Chamber for their existence are going 
to come; but I am going to make a n  amendment to 
the motion- 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I entirely agree with the 
hon. senior member for the City. Why should it bei 
said that my going away should have anything to do 
with the meeting of the House? Flow often have w.e 
caitl that we want to get some importallt things done 
before prorogation; how many times have! we said that 
we ouyht to have ail Easter recess and ndbody should 
be called to sit in the month of August 11or in  the 
nonth  of December. I say: if the Ministers cannot go 
on without me. God help them, I should have gone 
awav three weeks ago ; it. is a pure accident that I am 
still here. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: M i .  Speaker, my motion 
is that this House be now1 adjourned until Tuesday 
next, 19th Julv, a t  12 (noon). 

Nr .  GODDARD: I beg to second that. 

U.S.1.S. BOOK CASE 

Mr. LEWIS:  I am going to take opportunity on 
this motion for the adjournment to make an enquiry 
of you, sir. During the course of my going around the 
Hotise this afterncon and going into the Lobby, 1 
haw an information booth established in there with 
the lettering "Courtesy of U.S.I.S." The initials I 
have been told stand for "United States Information 
Service.'' 1 do think that if such specific service is to 
'te rendered by a booth in this IIouse that members 
sht.ulil have been told about it. I f  you have given . 
-i,rrrnissioa, T take i t  that you have done i t  ill good 
faith. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that I can make those re- 
marks to you because you will say why you did i t  
and you mean no insult to the House. You took the 
opportunity to consult the House before giving your 
eonsent to allow some members of the Civil Service 
to  sit in some place which they are not entitled to  sit. 

What I want to say is that you may find your- 
:,elf in the difficulty of other nations asking that 
their information booths be placed in the Lobby of 
'the House, and I vould like to  know howl the House 
could possibly refuse them. Let u s  read whatever 
we like or what they send us, but why exhibit i t  in 
khe Lobby in a booth which may be specifically fur 
tllp purpose of propaganda? I may slay that  I do not 
agree with it. There are some members of this House 
if the United States Consul were to send in  here 
anything which, if when they touch it, it will burn 
thein up, will not say anything about it. I f  the Amer- 
icans want to put books in here, and the Russians 
want to put books also, let the Russians put them. 
Tou'can even invite France to send some too. But  let 
them put these books on the common table. 



Of course, I must say that it is a very nicely 
displayed booth, but I hope they will not object to 
putting other literature on i t ;  neither do I think 
they should put propaganda on it. 

Sir, I am convinced. that you gave permissioii 
for it to be put there with the best intention; and 
no doubt, the display has added a little coloun in ail 
otherwise drab room, and I am, even inclined to  ac-) 
crapt it on that score. However, 1 do not like the idea 
of giving any foreign such facilities. They 
should not thiiili tl-at because they have some right 
to military bases in these parts that they have any 
liberty nhatsoever to go wherever they like and put 
in these things. 

We already allo~ved them to ~valk aroulld without 
plasWorts alld so 011; now they are coming to pol~e 
their propaganda h v ' n  our throats. 1 am v+illing to 
accept their gifts and their literature but let U% put 
what they send with all our other literature. If you 
are going to pot UP a booth for them, put U P  a booth 
for everybody else. 

Mr. 'SPEAKER: bet me say that information 
reached me, from the Secretary of the House that 
klie American Consul was desirous of serving us 
with certain periodicals. I thought i t  was quite a 
harmless idea and the magazines have been coming 
here for some time now. They include "Time" 
"Life", "The Christian Science Monitor" and 0th-r 
American periodicals. 

However, this morning as I entered the Lobby, 
f saw the rack on which is headed "Courtesy of 
TJ.S.I.8. " vhich I was given to understand meant 
' ' C ~ ~ ~ r t e s ~  of the United States Information Ser- 

v i c ~ "  and I had the same unhealthy reactiolz to i t  
as the hon. junior member for the City. Hoi~estly, 
I do not entirely aGee with the idea of the head- 
illg. If we have to ;~dvertise that inscription in order 4 
to get their periodical&, I redly do not like it. 

t 
The questiom llmt the House do mow adjovsrr 1 

ttfitid Tuesday ~ ~ e x t ,  19th July, a t  12 (moo%) was put * 
C?". clresolved in  the rzsgaiive, the House: dividimg; 

follows:- 
Ayes: Mr. LEWIS, Xr. CRAWFORD, Mr. J. C. 

A I O T T L ~ Y .  Mr.  E .  D. &!IOTTLEY, Mr. E.  K. WALCOTT 
and MR. GODDARD.-6. 

Noes: Mr. SMITH,  Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Holy. Dr. 
H .  G. H. CUMMINS,  Hon. M. E. COX, Hon. C. E. 
T - ~ M A ,  H a .  R. G. ~ K A P P ,  Mrs. BOURNE, Mr. HOLDW 
c?,nd &Tr. B R y ~ ~ . - 9 .  

The question that the House do NOW adjourlz 
,.a til Thsssday, 14th July ,  1955, was them p,,t a 4  v 
vesolved i n  the affirmative on the declxwatiouz of ,$fr. 
fipenker, "1 thixik the 'Ayes' have it.'' 

1Wr. Speaker adjourned the House accmdimgly. 
100  a.m. 

9 e 

ERRATUM 

I n  Debates of June 28, 1955 oppage 1159 delete 
Trom line 3 in column l to line 2 ' in  column 2. 




