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SESSION 1954--55 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesciay, 14th June, 1955. 

Pursuant to the acljournment the House of 
Assembly met a t  3 o'clock p.ni. to-day. 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker), 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUSIX~INS, C.B.E., M.D., C .RI., 
(Minister of Social Xervices), His Honour I\lr A. E. S. 
IEWIS, (Deputy Speaker), IIon. M. E. Cox (Minister 
of Cornm~cnications, Works amd Aozcsimg), Mr. L. E. 
SMITH, J.P., Mr. F. E.  ~IILZ~EIZ, Mr. J. C. MOTTLEI-, 
Mr. V. B. VAUGHAN, Hon. C. E. TALMA, (Minister 
of Agriczcltz~re, Lands and Piskeries), and Mrs. E. E. 
BOURNE. 

Prayers were read. 

DOCUMENTS 

, Mr. SPEAKER:  I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received the Statement of 
Bevenue and Expenditure from the Highway Com- 
missioner of St. James for the half year ended the 
31st March this year. 

Also, the Highways Accounts of the parish oi 
St. Peter for the half year ended the 31st March, 
this year. 

PAPERS LAID 

Hon. Dr. CUblMINS: I am commanded by His 
Excellency the Governor oil behalf of the Hon. 
Premier to lay Message NO. 16/1955 from His 
Excellency the Governor to the Honourable the 
House of Assembly informing the Honourable House 
of the terms of reference of the Commission which 
Her  Majesty's Government has appointed for the 
purpose of making Civil Service preparations for 
the British Caribbean Federation. 

The Message is as follows :- 

MESSAGE NO. 16/1955 : 

His E~ce~llency the Governor 
To 

The Homoura~ble the House of Assen~bly 

With reference to Message No. 6/1955 dated the 
E n d  March, His  Excellency the Governor has the 
honour to inform the Honourable the House of 
Assembly that the terms of reference of the Com- 

nlission which Her Majesty 'S Governrnciit ha.+ 
appointed for the purpose of niaking Civil Service 
preparations for the British Caribbean Federation 
are as f 0110~s :- 

1. I n  the light of the provisions of the Plait 
for a British Caribbean Federation (Cind. 
8895), and in particular of Chapter VI, to 
make recommendations concerning the es- 
tablishment of a Federal Public Service and 
in particular for the following matters:- 

(i) initial arrangements for the transfer t '  
the Federal Public Service of those 
functions which are to be transferred 
from unit to Federal control; 

(ii) organisation and structure of the Fed- 
eral Public Service and the Depart- 
ments, taking into account the func- 
tion 'of Federation in respect of itemj 
on the exclusive and concurrent Leg- 
islative List ; 

(iii) terms and conditions of service ot 
officers and other employees appoiii~. 
ed to the Federal Public Service; 

(iv) arrangements for the traiisfcr to the 
Federal Public Service of those officer3 
and other employees a t  present serviuq 
i n  the units who will be required t:) 
staff Federal services ; 

( In  making recommendatioiis on 
this subject the Preparatory Com- 
mission shall have regard to th2 
need for the preservation of ex- 
isting rights and avenues of a(!- 
vancement of such officers and 
employees). 

(v) arrangements which should govern th: 
grant of the right to retire on suitable 
terms to officers and  other enzployeea 
who are a t  present staffing such 
services of the unit Goveriiments a? 
are to be transferred to the Federal 
Government and who elect not to 
accept appointment in the Federal 
Service. 

2.  To consider the steps which should be taker! 
to unify the Public Services in the area, in 
the light of the Report of the Commission 
on the Unification of the Public Services in 
the British Caribbean Area (Col. No. 254). 

3. To consider what steps should be taken to 
work towards uniformity in terms and con- 



ditions of service between the Federal 
lJublic Service ancl the unit Pnblic Service3 
ill order to encourage iater-changeabilitjry 
of staff bet~veen these Services. 

4. To consider and make recommendations 
concerl~ing the establishn~ent : 
(i) in the interim stages of a body ?o 

advise the Governor-General on thc 
appointment of the Federal Civil 
Servants -\vho ~vould start before 
a Federal Qo~erninent could come int.3 
being ; 

(ii) in due course, of a Federal Civil 
Service Comniission. 

5 .  I11 lnaking its recoinineiidations, the Corn- 
inission shonld provide for the possibility 
of the two nlainland territories of Britisl: 
Guiana and British Honduras joining the 
Federation later on if they should wish to 
cl0 so. 

2. The names of the representatives of thi. 
West Indian Goverlll~lellts on the Commission ar? 
as f ollov-S :- 

Barbados-R. N. Turner, C.M.G., Chief Secret 
ary. 

Janzaicu-J. ITr. H. O'Regan, Acting Colollial 
Secretary. 

Leeward Isla~zds-E. Norris, M.B.E., Assistanl 
Colonial Secretary (Establishment). 

Trinidad-S. Hoehoy, O.B.E., Acting Colonial 
Secretary. 

Windward Islands-L. Cools Liartigue, O.B.E., 
Chief Secretary. 

3. Sir Hilary Blood, G.B.E., K.C .M. G., the 
Chairman of the ~ommission, is expected to arrive 
in  Jamaica abont the 2lst of June and to proceed 
to Barbados early in July. 

4. Mr. 'G. lbIancini, the Secretary of the Com- 
mission, i.; already in the Island. 

K. D. 11. ARUNDELL, 
Governor. 

Governinent IIonse, 
Barbados. 

14th June, 1955. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: Mr. Speaker,-I am com- 
manded to lay the follo~ving:- Report by Sir Eric 
Millbourn on the proposed Deep Water Harbour a t  
Bridgetown. 

EEPLIES TO QUESTIONS 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUibIASlNS: I am commanded 
to lay the Reply to Question No. 37 asked by the 
honourable junior incnibe1- for St. Peter regarding 
the sale of pigs froin the Mental I-Iospital Farm. 

NOTICES 

Government Notices were given as follows:- 
Hon. M. E .  COX: Resolntiou seeking acceptance 

in principle of Sir Eric Millbourn's Report on the 
Deep Water Harbour. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: Resolntion to place the sum 
of $50,000 at  the disposal of the Governor-in- 

I Executive Committee to snpylement the Estimates 
1955-56 Par t  I ,  Current as shown in Supplementary 

8 Estimate 1955-56 No. 11 which forms the Schedule 
I to the Resolution. 

How. G. IT. A~la~nzs  e ~ z t ~ r e d  the Hotcse and tolok 
his seat. 

Hon. G. H. ADABIS: Resolution to place the 
sum of $4,500 a t  the disposal of the  overn nor-in- 

Executive Committee to supplement the Estimates- 
1955-56 Part  I, Current, as shown in Supplementary 
Estimate 1955-56 No. 8 which forms the Schedule .C 
to the Resolution. 

Hon. C.  I-I. ADAJZS: Resolution t o  place the 
sum of $600 a t  the dibposal of the Governor-in- ' 

Executive Committee to supplement the Estimates 
1955-56, Par t  I, Current, as shown in Supplemen- 
tary Estimate 1955-56 No. 10 which forms the 
Schedale to the Resolution. 

I-Ion. Dr. CU&IIIMINS: Resolution to place the 
sum of $7,000 at  the disposal of the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee to supplement the Estimates 
1955-56, Par t  I, Current, as shown in Supplementary 

I t t 

Estimate 1955-56 No. 9 which forms the Schedule 
to the Resolution. l! 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUhl3IINS: Of my intention 
to move the House into Committee of Supply at  it.; 
next meeting in order to consider the Money Resolu- 
tions of which Notice has just been given. * 
3.25 p.m. * 2 
EESOLUTION TO. APPROVE TRANSFER OF 

ELECTRIC COMPANY 

Hon. H. G. H. CUikIhlINX: Mr. Speaker, I am 
asking leave to take Order No. 2 as the first Order of 
the Day. 

Tlzlere being no objectiow leave wm granted t h e  
h o~~ozcradble mem.3er. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day 
now stands in the name of the Hon. Premier: to move 
t1.e passing of the following Resolution: A Resolu- 
tion to approve the transfer by the Electric Supply 
Corporation Limited to the Barbados Light and 
Pouser Company Limited of the Orders contained in 
the Schedule to the Electric Light and Power (Pro- 
visional Orders Confirmation) Act, 190'7. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, l am sorry 
that the House is not full a t  the moment but this 
ResoluGpn is a matter of real urgency. I think that 
even the average person kllows there were communi- 
cations that appeared in the Press announcing that * 
the Eilectric Supply Corporatiolz ,Limited as i t  exists 
DOTV, (that is to say the English Company) has been 
persuaded that they shonld do now what many of 
~s feel they should have done long ago; that is, t o  
niake it possible for the people of Barbados to take 
shares in this concern and by so doing show a n  in- 
terest in providing the electricity which one would 
expect a Barbadian would show in the running of 
'the company, as if it were Englishmen investing 
money in  England. I may say that the Bnglish 
Company has agreed now to start a local company 
and to transfer the assets, the liabilities and respon- 
sibilities of the English Company into the local Com- 

r I 
pany, and to issue shares to local people and to  
operate the company from henceforth as  a Bar'kiadian 
Company. I11 spite of the lengthy document which 
'is before you, ( p e r h ~ ~ p s  some portion of i t  is legal 

'1 
4 

language) i t  really amounts to what I have just said. 
The Barbados Electric Supply Corporation Ltd., 

has according1~:ly agreed to transfer its undertaking 
in the Irland to the B a r b a d ~ s  Light and Power Com- 
pany Limited which was registered in Barbados on 
the 6th ATay, 19'55, and has in  fact transferred its 
rights, poxTers, authorities, obligations and liabilities 
to the Barb'ados Light and Power Company Limited 
i a  accordance with para 63 of the Electric Light and 
Power Order NO. 1 contained in  the Schedule to the  
Electric Light and Power (Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation) Act, 1907. Such transfer, however, is of- 

' 'no effect until it is approved by  the Legislature by  
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Kesolutioli and registered accordingly. The effective 
hate of the transfer is fixed for 1st July, 1955. 

The Board of the Barbados Electric Supply 
Corporation have for some time collsidered it desir- 
able that the people of Barbados should be given an  
opportunity of acquiring an interest in  the Corn- 
pany7s capital. The new Company will therefore 
Issue locally &100,000 i n  preference shares on or be- 
fore 1st July, 1956. 

This Resolntion gives approval to the transfer 
of powqers to the Barbados bight and Power Com- 

pany. 
It means that local people nil1 be able to brillg 

more plyi!ssurM to bear 011 the new Electric C0l1lpan?'7 
and the longed-for euten~ion of electricity all over 
the island will come about pretty soon. 

Some of u s  have had the opportunity of speak- 
ing to subordinate persons connected with the Corn- 
pally both i n  London and in this island, and we 
haye no doubt that the Conlpany has not a sin& 
friend in Barba4os o~ving to the waJr in which the -- affairs of the Company were being conducted; but 
inasmuch as they have agreed to what has recently 
keen Barbados mill co-operate to this 
company alive and to do what can from our angle 
to enable them to spread electricity through everF 
town and hamlet in  this country. 

I do not think there is an~ th i l l g  n101-e that I 
can say now more thall to say that at  least we are go- 
ing to haxe a local eompally and local shareholders 
uatching over this company, who are anxious 
spread electricity all over the island. I beg to move 
that this Resolutioi~ do POTV pass. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMafINS: I beg to second 
that. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, it is very mart-  
enillg to see a Resolution of this type before the 
House, although I regret to Ihat with another 
Eesolution on the Order Paper concernillg all- 

"other public utility, there is only the passiilg of 
the   resent public ownership of that company. How- 
ever, it is heartening to See that for the first time 
the people of Barbados will he given the opportunity 
to take shares in the Electric Company. What is 
worrying me here now is this 5100,000 of preferel~cc' 
shares; and 1 am wondering if the Hon. Prenlier 
would be willing to explain something further on 
that. You have ordinary shares held 'by the ~ r i n c i -  
pals of the company who decide the polirp 0; the 
Company, and they need not now give the right to 
local purchasers of shares; and if that is not done 
local purchasers will have no control into the alters- 
tions of this company. Sir, I will be very happy to 
have a few details on this matter to which I am re- 
lerring, because what we have before us mav not bt 
the bone and substance of which this Chamber is in 
search of in respect to this matter. I can very well 
understand that the agitation in and out of this Cham 
her may have prevailed upon the directorate of that 
company to make them form a local company so 
that the profits accruing out of this, company will 
come back to local shareholders instead of going 
abroad. 
3.35 ~ . m .  

Another factor is that the present English Com- 
pany is going to die. It is true that YOU go into 
~ o l u n t a r y  liquidation in order to dissolve the English 
Company. I n  other words you dissolve the English 
Qompany and in the true sense of the word you 
are  now creating a local company. I am just won- 
derinn if this is not just a supple shrewd business 
technique to impress the Government and the com- 
munity that such would be done. I do not know if 
we should let this Resolution pass so quickly. Mr. 
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&~beaker, you are aware of this particular l+solutiorl ; 
2nd I am very anxious to have it too. 1 am hoplng 
the Premier will be &le to give more details on 
this; that is what these preference shares will mean 
ultimately to the people. Mr. Speaker, there are 
quite a few things 1 should like to know which are 
o ~ ~ l y  for my benefit; and I am hoping that you will 
take the matter into the Committee stage so that we 
will have a n  easy opportunity to debate it. I n  that 
way we can quite satisfy ourselves on certain points 
of importance. 

3lr. L*EWIS: Like the hon. inember who has 
.:ust sat, Mr. Speaker, I regret that this is not a Bill 
ioday for the Government to talce over the Barbados 
Electric Supply Corporation. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: 
Por S00,000 !] The Hon. Premier says, he must have 
a lot of money for that, but  that is a matter of 
$>pinion. I a111 very sorry to hear that remark coming 
from him. You would have thought that he would 
need to have a lot of money for the Gas Company too ; 
hut the Gas Company may 'be in  a derelict condition. 
Tf the Barbados Electric Supply C'orporation Lim- 
ited had got some sternness from the Government, 
they might have been able to get that Corporation 
for as little consideration as the Gas Company. 

I do not propose to know anything about these 
big dealings, but there is the aspect of these prefer- 
~ n c e  shares; and I hope that the present Government 
has iiot been taken in by them. These prospective 
shareholders will get a 4 or 5 per cent and that is all 
that they can demand; they may not even invite 
you to any of their meetings; you are just a plain 
izonentity; that is, instead of bor~ow'ing money else- 
where at  6 per cent, they will borrow i t  from pros- 
pective preference shareholders a t  considerably less. 
Let this Conlpany sell some of its ordinary shares to 
Barbadia,ns; and if necessary let the Conlpally take 
steps to share some of its seats on the directorate. As 
far as I can see, this is just an  opportuliity for this 
llelv! compan;y to take over the old campally puff 
u p  its assets (which will be the shares that the new 

will have in it)  to about ten times more 
than \&at i t  is wohh and that will be their interest 
in the new company. I have not heard a single 
TTord of ordinary shares in this company being issued 
in Barbados. We have heard: 

"The Board of the Barbados Electric S ~ p p l ~  
corporation have for some time considered i t  desir 
&ble that the people of Barbados should be given an 
opportullity of an interest in the Corn- 
pany7s capital, The ne~v  Company will therefore 
Issue locally -g100,000 ill preference shares on or be- 
fore 1st ~~l~~ 1956." 

I know that when the Company issues preference 
shares i t  is only borrowing money a t  a low rate of 
illterest. ~t does not mean that you call have a 
single vote for that money; i t  does not llzean that 
you can have a seat on the Directorate so far  as I 
know, although I may be entirely lvrong. I do not 
know if the Gbvernment will feel that they are in 
a happy position by having themselves representetl 
on the Public Utilities Board seeing after the ex- 
pansion and the rates that will be charged by this 
company; but this is certainly a trick by this new 
company, and I offer my congratulations to them 
for the way in which they have presented i t  to the 
Government. If the Government had intended to 
take over the Electric Company and run i t  as 
utility, a t  the time that nationalisation was preached 
by members of this Government thelv l~rould have 
discovered then that wha,t they might have had to 
pay for i t  was not as enormous as they anticipated. 
The thing to do then was to go to the Electric Corn- 
pany (as you went to the Gas Company) value it 



and take i t  over for what i t  was really worth and 
build up your own services on your own lines, a,nd 
get competent engineers to assist you in running 
your own Electric Company. 

If you feel that the Electric Company is too 
big an  ~~ndertaking for you to manage, then this 
shonld be your only reason for not doing that. If these 
people can find the money for expanding in  Bar- 
bados, I think that the Government is very wrong 
to feel that the Government of Barbados, cannot 
risk the same amount of ca,pital and make a success 
of i t  for themselves. But, of course, you will have 
to be v c ~ y  passionately in favour of nationalisatiou; 
and if you have the will, you will find the way. l' 
you have not the will, well, all of these stumblin,~ 
blocks will take place. It is a matter which I am sure, 
the Hon. Premier would like to answer questions 
on. 

As the Premier himself deplores, nobody is re- 
sponsible for the absence of any honourable mem- 
ber; but the Resolution now before us is not the 
fimt item on the Order Paper. Although the Pre- 
mier hiinself said on the last occasion vhen this 
TIouse met, that he wonld like to deal with it today 
as the first item, he did not make it Item No. (1) 
c11 the Order Paper; and that might have misletj 
many other honourable members. I feel that it ic 
;lacing honourahle members at  a very great dis- 
advantage after making remarks to that effect ancl 
leaving them at  tha t ;  that is why I suggested t r ~  
the honourable member who spoke before me to 
move the House into Committee on the matter, so 
Chat those of 11s who would like to have all these 
questionr answerecl might be able to understand 
more. 
3.45 p.111. 

The for-atioll of a new Company will ~resen '  
;he assots of this Company in a n  entirely different 
light when they come to deal with i t  as this nc\v 
Company: the Barbados Light and P o w e ~  Com~an?- 
I n  spite of going through and valuing the assets 01 
that company and taking it over and probably get- 
ling an ilnpartial opinioil of it, nobody knows the 
profits of the present shareholders; and they call 
puff up their interest in it, and they will value their 
assets to provide for the handing over, the good 
mill and so on. They will set out the rights which 
the Government will give to a private, individual 
b~cause this might still be a private company no 
matter that i t  is issuing &100,000 in preference 
shares locallp. The Goverilment will find itself wlih 
z new company with assets valued at  ten times wha' 
they would be valued at, if the Government haci 
stepped in and made a valuation of it. These things 
:night happen and they might be quite legitimate. if 
the Government finds that they are unable to take 
over this company now, the Coinpany will say "let 
Irs form a new company so that we can put otir 
house in order" and ~vhen you come for i t  you wili 
have to deal with it on the basis of the valuatloi~ 
and assets that the new Company takes over. IL' 
what I read here is true, it is a quesion of Tmeedle. 
('re taliillg over Tneedledum. As a sop to Barbs- 
dialis ~ l h o  have been clamouring for a long time t o  
have influential persons i11 this island with cash alld 
1i7ho have becn agitating fo r  a long- time to get shares 
il: this company, they are ~ e t t i n g  a t  least preference 
sllares for their agitation. The idea which the GOV- 
ernment had in n~incl of taking over this company is 
receili~.rg further and further into the back-ground. I 
think we may hear that the Government will take some 
of thew preference shares, and i t  might turn out l o  
be a goocl investment to give some local employmerit; 
but they will discover that they will have no more 

further control of the Company than they will get 
from the Public Utilities Board which is a Board 
set up at  the behest and recon~mendation of thd 
conservative group in this island. 

I am very sorry, I must say, that certain melL- 
Fcrs of this, House who are familiar with the day 
to day workings of companies are not in this Housc 
t u  give information, in a matter of this sort. I do not 
know what information they gave privately or what 
information the Government has been able to get; 
but the Government can get the worst kind of in- 
formation of public enterprise bound up  in  an IS- 

;and like this. When I look around this House, 1 
see absolutely no honourable member including my 
self to whom anybody would turn for information 
of thi8 sort. The people of this colony will have tc 
depend on what we decide today without the op. 
portunity probably of their representatives being 
able to speak twice on an important issue like this 

These Electric Light and Power Orders: t o  
which this Resolution refers form the Schedule 01 
an Act of 1907 ; and what the men~bers of the Housc 
were able to say then we are going to be denied t c  
say now. If there is no answer worthy of the re 
marks made, you will get nothing; that is how thic 
Government transacts important business on behaif 
of the people This is not a matter which the menq- 
bers of the Other Place will go into minutely (ex- 
rept that some of them wonld like to get some, shares 
in the new Company,) so that we will be in t h t  
dark as to what we are doing. So far  as I can LE? 
here; "negotiations h a y  been recently concluderl 
with the Colonial Developn~ent Corporation which 
has agreed to provide the substai~tial part of thc 
additional capital required to finance the exten- 
s i o n ~ . ' ~  If i t  is going to do that by way of pre~ference 
shares i t  will not have any controlling interest in 
 his concern. This is something which I think t l ~ c  
bovernmmt should take to heart and t ry  to avoid. 
I t  is time that if the Government has an opportunitr 
of investing any money in a concern like this i t  
should be the intention of the Governmelnt to acyuire 
the amount of shares which ~voulil give them all 
the privileges of ,a shareholder, to  attend sharehold- 
ers' meetings and to vote on decisions and pe rhap~  
to have two representatives on the Directorate of t h i ~  
Company. I am going to make the motion which I 
thought the honourable junior member for St. Gcorg 
would have made, in the hope that I will get it 
seconded; so that at  least a short discussion can 
take place by honourable members who have al- 
ready spoken on this Resolution. I beg to move that 
this House go into Committee on this Resolution. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Why do some honourablz 
membms get up and make statements which if the 
replies were to be given in the same spirit would 
show them u p ?  The honourable member is dealin: 
with a Resolution affecting electricity, and one 
would have expecteld that he would know what the 
position is as regards electricity in this island. Noth- 
ing which has happened with the Electric Company 
is unknown to the public; I was a bit surprised to 
sec the statement in yesterday's "Advocate" which 
has apparently come from people of the Electric 
Company setting oat the position so fully. The iion- 
ourable member thinks that of all the people in thls 
%and the most stupid, and the most people whose 
eyes are opcn to receive dust. are those of the Gov 
ernment. A t  one time he mould say that Sir Archl- 
bald Cnke runs the Government and a t  another 
time ha would say that i t  is the Conservatives lilie 
Sir Archibald Cuke who are the brains of the 
Government. HOW the hononrable member can justil3- 
those statements I do not know? 
3.55 p.m. 
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have absolutely nothing in this world to do with what 
concerns or what are the rights of the Legislature. 
We can control the profits which they nialie; we can 
tell them that they should go into Foul Bay, or Pie 
Corner. We can tell them that they are charging 
24 cents and that is too high; they should charge 1t~ 
cents. There is a maximum set out in the Order 
which they have l l g t  ye? reached. [,l VOI!:E: And 
Government sits down and lets thein charge pretty 
near the mnsiniuni.] That does not ineaii ai~vtliiiig 
more than a deliberate and stupid interrnption by 
the honourable mellzber. 

11'. Sp?aker, l have spoken enough for the belle- 
fil of the intelligelit liiembers of the House. If  the 
E!ectric Company by its value sheet shorvs that four 
cents a unit is enough and the law allon4ed them to 
charge 30 cents today they Jvould not dream of 
charging the 30 cents; because public opinion V O U ~ ~  

be so strong, that this Government nould have to 
bring in an Order to prevent this charge. I was in  
here 20 or more years ago with the honourable junior 
member for St. James and his supporters, (and 1 
cpposed them) when the Electric C'ompany tried to 
push up  their charges higher than was reasonable. 
The Electric Company as the law stands now cannot 
charge one cent more than the Legislature f ~ c l s  i> a 
reasonable price. 

Pick up the two Acts and read them. The Elec- 
tric Company is completely controlled by the fran- 
chise v*hich is on the Statute Book, which the 
Legislature can change from day to day if it thinks 
necessary. To talk about how the shares are t o  be 
put  before the pdblic and as to how mally local Bar- 
badialls are to have seats on the directorate is ~0111- 
pletely beside the point. The point is can we control 
the Electric Company? I say, (and 1 give my 
thority; the authority means the law of Barbadd 
which a child can read) we as a Legislature will not 
allow the company to do anything that is not lawful 
to do. The franchise given to the Electric Colx 
pany is the same as exists in England today; therefore 
if you want the enfranchisement transferred to the 
local company, you have got to come to the Legisla- 
ture and ask can you allow us to transfer the assets 
to the local company to be formed in Barbados. We 
are saying that instead of a n  English Colnpany 
taking the trouble to come to Barbados, we art1 
giving the same franchise to the iie~v, company that 
has been formed in Barbados. 

I n  suggesting to you that to hare a Director 
or  other means whereby the majority of local share- 
holders can have an interest in  the Company is com- 
pletely beside the point, in the light of what the law 
strictly says regarding the terms under which the 
franchise is given. I will repeat again that some h011 
member can, if he likes, next Tuesday suggest that 
a new Order should be made to the effect that the 
new Company shall a t  once cut all their charges by 
half. That is all I have to say. [A VOICE: YOU 
should be man enough to do that! Why close the de- 
batet1 

Mr. CEAWF'OED: Mr. Speaker, the last 
speaker stated that the junior member for St. James, 
a t  a time ~ ~ s h e n  he had a sufficiently large number of 
henchmen in the House, permitted the Electric 
Company to take steps which, more or less, exploited 
the position which the company occupied as s 
monopoly company supplying electricity in Barbados. 
And according to  him, it could not happen n i th  the 
nreqent Government. I n  other words, he is satisfied 
today that the rafes charged by the Electric COP 
noration are fair and reasonble. I want to tell hjin 
that there are hardly two other people in this Wand 
who mould agree with him; because our rates are 

higher than the rates charged in Trillidad, British 
Qulana, or any other island of the British West Indles. 
Therefore, his Government has not done, or is not 
doing one single thing more than the Goverrment 
led by the hen. junior memlber for St. James in his 
time. Although legally we have the power to control 
the rates a t  which current is supplied, no Government 
has ever seen fit to control i t  in the f:lteres+, of the 

of this island. 
Now Mr. Speaker, I am really somemhat amazed 

at  the tljm of events that this entire affair has takel;. 
!'he Electric Supply Corporation is nom being Yeg- 
,siered as a local company; and instead of the 
~~~~~~~~~~t talring any direct steps to ::ii 
.he shares of the Company or anything l%e that, the 
company is being forced its registratioll in 
Barbados because the present conditiomi 
under which i t  operates it cannot talie ally local 
investments. That is all. 
4.15 p.m. 

you were to listen to the remarks of the 
honourable senior member for  St. Joseph, you would 
think that what \ye are doing here today is the re- 
sult of some effort on the part of the G~vernment 

to assume direct interest in the corporatiorl 
or inore effectively to control its operation. I t  i? 
nothing of the kind. 

Hoa. G. 13. ADAMS: I must interrupt tht3 
honourable member. He  has said something to th:  
c,nt,av to what I have said. I said the control of 
the conipany is the same as i t  is today, they haviny 
ilansferred their rights. If the honourable meniber 
coiltinues to misquote me I will get up 59 seconds 

every minute. 
Mr. CRAWFORD: The Electric Company was 

funcbioniiig under a certain franchise, but the tnne 
came \vhen the company wanted to estend and i t  
vrould not extend, because of the foolish political 
slip made in an Election Campaign. The Premier 
$aid then that if his Party were returned to powel, 
\$ithin six nionths he would i~atioilalise the Electric 
Company; and a s  a result of that foolish vainglorious 
boast, the Company found it iinpossible to rais,? 
an additional cent to expand its operation in Bar- 
bados. The Company made their position perfectly 
ciear. They said: "We appreciate the fact that the 
supply of electricity is insufficient to cope with the 
demands of the island; we would like to extend and 
make current more available, but we cannot do i t  
unless we can get more capital." They would get 
more capital locally if the company were not reg- 
istered in ihndon. What you could have done was 
that if you thought there was sufficient local capital 
to provide the three million dollars which the Coin- 
pany wanted, you could have given them sanction 
tc  register the company locally; that would have 
been the thing to do. But  obviously the Local 
Investment Market could not supply three million 
dollars needed. Since the London Market was shy 
of putting crne cent (in the company through tine 
~ropaganda  of the senior member for St. Joseph, 
the only thing that was left for the corporation to 
do was to seek some government or semi-governmental 
organisation and get financial assistance. The posi- 
tion being what it is, would i t  not appear to tht- 
average person that if the Government were sincere 
i n  its talk about the nationalisation of the company 
that it would not have utilised this opportunity to 
acquire even partial ownership of the Company b:; 
acquiring the money whtich the company needed and 
which i t  could not get and putting i t  in the Com- 
pany itself? In other words, the Colonial Develop- 
ment Corporation is advancing $500,0001 to some 
extent, with the guarantee of the local Government; 
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and if the Government were really keen on acquiring 
the ownership of the Company, would not the Gov- 
ernment put a,n amount of money in  the Electric 
Cornpally and acquire ownership to the extent of the 
money ,which they are puttlllg i n?  They have n l ,  
desire a t  all to acquire ownership even partially oi 
this Compaay. They were provided u'ith a heaven- 
sent opportunity; the Company could not do once 
thing, i t  could not get any money. 

The Coloniial Development Corporatioll will only 
give them the money if the Goverxlment endorses th,. 
loan. I cannot imagine that a Government with a 

nationalisation policy have assisted 
a private company to get a loan of $2v2 million from 
c.D.C., pick up  $% in local investments, 
and would have not one single cent ill this Company 
unless the local market cannot the entire 
$1/2 million. If the local market provides $v2 
~nillion end the C.D.C. provides $21/2 million, the 
Con~pany has all the money it wants; and the Gov- 
ernment which wants to nationalise this Company - 
will not have one cent in the ownership. 

The Goverllment was only fooling the 
with political propaganda saying that they would 
nationalise the Electric Conlpany, when they had no 
intention of na.tionalising i t .  [Hon. Dr. H. G. H. 
CU%IltINS: That is something new.] As far  as th. 

~ i ~ i ~ t ~ ~  of Social Services is concerlled, poor 
fellow, he does not understand what has happened. 

Mr. SPEBI<ER<: The honourable member may 
rlot refer to the Hon. Minister as "poor fellow." 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I mean poor in the sense 
.that he had nothing to do with the boast of natio1~- 

@reas which today stands so much in  need of elee- 
zricity service. 
, 'khe lesson which we could draw f ~ o m  this entire 
affair is trhat a lot of harm can be done to the eco- 
~lomic interest of the community by the irresponsible 
utterances of politicians who are merely trying to 
grab Power by ally means urhatsoever, regardless of 
whether they have the slightest intentions of fulfill- 
ing these promises they have made to the public. It 
11s fortunate for us that the C.D.C. exists and that 
'they had the wherewithal and the willingness to help 
an financing this Company, because this thing i n  
actual effect means little to Barbados. I t  must be 
borne in  mind that  the Company would still be fin- 
anced by foreign capital and therefore ad1 the revenue 
which i t  makes would go abroad. However, the faet 
remains that we have no electricity alid we have go? 
to get i t ;  and if we cannot finance it, we will have to 
be ~atisfied to pay the price for it. 

I am very, v e q  hurt  to think that we are going 
$0 allow in this country which is striving towards 
political autonomy, foreign investment (even bhough 
it is British i t  is foreign to Barbados) to expand this 
a m p m y  to $21/2 million the returns of which in- 
vestment must be appreciable because even if Y O ~  

make 4% or 5% on your money that is appreciable ; 
and that meam that  every year the returns on that  
investment would be the hard earnings 
and wealth of this community, which will be drawil 

of the by people who do not live 
here and who do not spend any money here, and 
who can use money they earn from the invest- , ments here other cornpallies c hell 

alisation; he is only doing what he is told to do. , we had it in our own hands to do the alternative. 
A few months ago when the position became acut2 
and the Electric Company could not get any money 
from anywhere, I suggested that the Government 
should make the loan, not as ally god father of an 
English concern, bnt because here was an opportunity 
offered the Government to acquire some of this 

s ir ,  it is not merely a question of n a t i o n d i ~ d n ~  
the Company by acquiring $3 million in shares; 
this represents income which is derived and ob- 
tained from Barbados, and this income is being 
carried outside of the countryl unnecmsarily. I could 
very well see the idea if the company had used its 

cwnership. People are not investing moiiey becausc I 
own goodwill and financial position to secure this 
loan ; buk not when it could not get tihis money until they want to provide us with , 

service; they are making money; and if the Govern- 
ment were keen on nationalising this public utility 
service for the good of the community, they wouM 
hare gra'bbed this chance with opened hands. They 

get the ''loney from put it in th' 
Company and extend to with the idea of eventually 
acquiring it completely, in  the same manner in 
which the Trini4ad Government operates the Trin- 
idad Dleetricity Board. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Let 
us nationalise the sugar industry; that is a more 
paying I want to suggest to the Govern- 
me'1t that since it has the Power to the 
ner l i n  this Company 'perates, that they 

take active to enquire into 
made and see that those charges are justified. I 
m7ant '0 suggest to them that they go further an'' 
enquire if the rates for installing new services are 
reasonable and hoxv the present rates compare with 
similar rates charged before. 
4.25 p.m. 

The rates fixed by t'he company are arrived a t  03 

the most arbitrary basis, a ~ ~ a r e l l t l ~  without any 
~ e g a r d  to what is justice in  so f a r  as a consumer is 
coacerned. Natnrally we are all too glad to think 
'that a t  lollg last the Company is gettilla the $3 
million required in order to make the electricity avail- 
able throughout the entire island both for power 
and domestic use; and we are all happy to  know that 
this money will become available to the ColnPany a t  
the earliest possible date, and there will be no delay 
i n  the ex~ansioll plans, and that sooner or later 
there shall be a complete electrification of the rural 

the goodwill of the Barbados Covernlnent was util- 
ised to secure it. We actually got the loan for them; 
they could not get it without our goodwill. 

Sir, this is the action of people who talk of want- 
ing io run the this is the action of people 
who talk of being able to conduct their own affairs. 
Do you think there is any country with our political 
status and with our hopes for  further political ad- 
vancernent that be guilty, of what this Govern- 
ment is doing today ? Do you think that the 
~i~~ G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  the Jalnaiea the Gold 
Coast Government or the Nigeria Government would 
use their good to get a loan for a utility 
corporation in those countries merely for the corpora- 
tion to extend its services, and then for its profits to be 
ploughed abroad outside of the country 9 If we were 
putting down a new industry in ~ ~ ~ b ~ d ~ ~ ,  the re- 
turns of would be highly speculative, one eollld 
have the reawn why, Government was 
unwilling to take the risk involved, either in put- 
t ing its own investments or in  borrowing money to 
h a n c e  i t  to the tune of $3 million ; but  certainly not 
i n  a case like this when you are almost sure before- 
hand of what your r n a r ~ n  of profit will be. In the 
base of this utility company, the involved is 
reduced to  a minimum. No goverilnient in any coull- 
t r y  or semi-colony, can justify its claim to conduc.. 
'all its affairs when it k so stupid t o  its own eeoaomia 
tnterest where it codd  be guilty of an action of this 
sort. I do not believe that the Electric Supply COr- 
poration expect;ed an  action like this a t  all. As a 
matter of fact. I have reason.; to kllow that the Corn- 
pan:? would have been quite prepared to  accept 
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colonial peoples "who are clamouring for" self 
government are going to manage their own affairs 
then for God's sake, let them have it. What they 
are going to risk to do we could not have dared t c  
risk. Can you imagine the howl that would be 
raised in Jamaica, or even i n  Barbados, if thi. 
suggestion had originated in  the Colonial Office aiid 
if they had said: "Look here; you want to expand 
the Electric Company? Well, we a,re going to take 
u p  some of the British taxpayers money and do i? 

ownership by the Barbados Government to the extent 
,of the amount of capital it had to provide for the 
company's expansion, either by way of direct loan or 
by guarantee. I n  other words, the Counpaiiy was in 
$his position: i t  was saying: we cannot get the monej 
,on our own behalf aiid if the Barbados Government 
can get it and insist on getting it for us in exchange 
for ownership of the conlpai-~y to the extent of the 
money i t  gets, we would be quite satisfied. And the 
Government knew that. This is nothing that niem- 
bers of the Government are hearing for the first time ; 
they knew it. I t  is sheer economic stupidity; i t  is a 
sheer lack of interest in the country's economy and an 
~mparallel indifference to what happens to the wealth 
produced by the people of this country. 
4.35 p.m. 

J, am sorry I have not got before me the las t '  
Balance Sheet of the Company to show what its 
shares are worth alld lvhat these shares paid within 
the last year or so; but on an investment of the 
2% million dollars which the company is now getting 
as a loan, even a t  5% per mnum they will make 
$125,000. That is nothing to be sneered at. We 
s]lall get our &are of taxation out of i t  of course; 
but imagine \\,hat could be done if we had the chance 
to get the entire amount of money; to say nothing 
of the ad\7antages of eventual ownership of au 
appreciable portiol~ of the Corporation. Could you 
want for an easier manner in which to nationalise 
the Company? They have not got to provide onc 
single cent of capital. I do not know what the 
Cor~oratrion is worth; but it seems me that ' 
million dollars nlust go a very 10% VaaY 
the Complete valuatioll of the Company. The GOv 
ernment has not got to put its Own lnortgage; 
it would not have to make this loan against its Own 

Gnances. I ts  only use would be to give cOnsellt 
the finances and assets of the Company in 
negotiate this loan for itself; and course, it 
would perhaps more readily get the subscriPtrion 
the half lnillion dollars to which the local public 
~ o u l d  no\%' be entitled. Here is a chance to acquire 
a three-million-dollar investment and the Govern 
merit throws i t  to the wind. If even the Governnlen' 
had not the faintest desire for nabionalisation, the 
moment they got a chance like this they should have 
bit it in the eye; that is, they should have seized L1poll 
it a t  once. 

~ l l  the money other people are taking 
the island, let US keep it in Barbados. I n  the big 
capitalist countnies like America it is the 4octrine 
that ~ u b l i e  utilities should be controlled by the 
State. I f  the Government owns i t  either partialb 
or  completely, i t  means that they can do two things; 
i t  means that they can really control the rates which 
they charge the ~ u b l i c ,  and i t  also means that 
profits made will accrue to the State. I say this: 
even a government with anti-nationalisatioll 
policy could not help for seeing the prospects Or the 
aqvantages of nationalisation in a case like this. 
1t is a very sad commentary on the public affairm 
of this island that in the Year 1955 something 
like this should take place. I f  I were the Colonial 
Office I would sav this: if this is the wav the 

Thd q z ~ e s t i o ~  that this Resolutz'on do now pass 
was put an@ resolved h the afiirmative on  the 
 allowing division. :- 

Ages :  Hon. G. H.  ADAMS, Hon. Dr. H.  G. H. 
~CUMMINS, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E. TALMA, Mrs. 
BOURNE, Messrs. SMITH, MILLER, J. C. MOTTLEY and 
VAUGHAN.-9. 

Noes : Messrs. CRAWFORD, LEWIS, and TUDOR.-3. 
Mr. E .  D. M O T T L E Y  entered the  House and 

took his seat. 

for you and get some of the profits." I imagine how 
the Colonial Office officials an the C.D.C. officials 
would bloat over this proposition. They would wish 
ihat they could invest all their capital in a manner 
like that. I f  it could be assured of similar investments 
throughout the Colonial Empire, C.D.C. would g1 
on for another thousand years. I am not prepared 
to be a partner to such nonsense. 

I n  September 1954  hen I tabled the Resolulion 
to which I made earlier reference, this is what l 
said in one paragraph : "The House are of th: 
cpinion that in view of the existing circuinstaiices 
with regard to raising of capital for \shich the Bar 
bados Electric Corporation is not solely responsible' 
(referring, of course, to the fact that the political 
pronouncements of the Labour Government had 
prohibited their raising the capital) I suggested 
that in view of tha,t "the Government should take 
whatever steps would be necessary (in order to make 
the capital available to the Corporation at  the 
earliest date possible ;" and I said : "either by may 
of loan, or preferably by purchase of stock;'' in order 
that the distress and inconvenience which results 
from the unavailability of electrioity may be partially 
relieved until such time as the Corporation can 
acquire the entire amo~lnt which could be granted 
from Capital Expenditure, either as a loan with the 
assistance of the Government, or by the purchase of 
stock by the Government. 
4.45 P.m. 

At that time there were two proposals 
the company had. I t  said that it lleeded $3 milboj~ 
for completing extensions, but i t  also said that i t  
cguld use $3080,000 immediately to 
available to a certain number of rural areas with its 
pmseiit machinery. As a matter of %et, the exist. 
ing plant could have borne an  extellsion programme 
costing $60,000 and the company claimed that \-\*itL. 
$300jU00 i t  could provide electricity for another 300 
rural districts. As far back as September when 
none of us knelv whether they could get money from 
C.D.C. or not, I came to the that the 
Goverllment would have to step ill and use jts good 
offices for them to the money. 1 suggested that 
we should raise the money and lend them and stalld 
responsible for it, and to acqu,ire the proportionate 
a,mount of stock. Am I going to sit here and allow 
the Barbados Government to be the means by which 
the shareholders in London call get the tlecessary 
capital for extending their company alld they make 
the profits out of i t ?  1 am llot doing that at all, 
1 am as anxious anybody else to see the company 
expand; I know the need for electricity in the rural 
areas; but I am not prepared to sit down and alloTY 
the good name of Your Honour, the taspayers of 
this colony and myself to be used by a foreign 
Company and they money out of it and we 
e t  nothing. I am not supporting this ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ i ~ ~  
because I feel that the Government should have the 
good sense to realise that what they are doing is 
madness. Until the terms of this loan are changed 
in  the interest of the people of Barbados I am not 
supporting it. 



BESOLUTION TO TAKE OVER BARBADOS 
GAS COMPANY 

Hon. 8. H. ADAM,S: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
leave to take Order No. 3 as the next Order of the 
Day. 

There being no objeotiolz, leave was graded  thr? 
H m .  Milzister. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next O'rder of the Day now 
stands in  the name of the Hon. Premier: To move 
the passing of the following Resolution: A Resolu- 
tion in connection with the taking over of the Barba- 
dos Gas Company Limited by the Natural Gas Cor- 
y oration. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: This Resolution is for the 
purpose of buying out the Gas Company; and hou. 
members, I believe will agree with me when I sag 
that we are lucky to get it a t  the price at whico 
we have got it. There is a vast difference betweell 
giving £30,000 for something and paying more 
money for something else. The Natural Gas Corpora 
tion will raise a loan of $1 million for the purpose 
of paying for  the Barbados Gas Company and rur, 
ning i t ;  i t  will pay for the Natural Gap 
at  Turner Hall and run the Gas Compan:; 
as an institution of the Barbados Govern. 
ment. I do not think i t  is necessary for me to sag 
anything more. The Schedule to this Resolution is 

actually the legal wording of the Agreement betweed 
the Barbados Gas Company Ltd. and the Natural 
Gas Corporation. I do not know that anybody carl 
say that we are giving too much for this concern 
we are actually giving less for i t  than what the Com- 
pany wanted. The appraisement of the value of the 
assets has been gone into with extreme care and WC 

are not buying rusty pipes out of which, I am told 
clore than 60% of gas ,is leaking. Nothing is being 
given to the Gas Company at  present in respect of 
the pipes in  the roads, so that this amount is ill 
respect of the land on which the concern is situated 
the buildings, plant, machinery, office furniture 
and so on. 

As hon. members will see, the ave rnmen t  hat 
got all the available expert advice i t  could get locally 
including the advice of the Head of the Natural Gac 
Corporation, whom I have had described to me to be c 

man who lrno~vs more than anybody else about the 
\%+orking of the Natural Gas Corporation. I do think 
that we can feel reasonably confident that we have h a  
17ery good advice in this matter. 
4.55 p.m. 

If there is any specific information that hon 
members would like to get from me, I will be glac 
to give it. The Addendum which follows th( 
Schedule shows what i t  is estimated to cost to laj  
this pipeline and to renovate the Company as we1 
as what i t  will cost to run it. The amount 01 
$1,00100,000 represents the price of buying the con1 
pany out, plus the estimated cost of making ii 
serviceable and supplying the gas a t  a reasonablt 
price. I beg to move that this Resolution do now 
pass. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. SPEAKER:The question is that this Reso 

lution- 
Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker,- 
Mr. SPEAKER : Honourable members must 

not wait until I am on my feet to show their inten 
tion to speak on a motion before the House. It ir 
an insult to  the Chair. 

Mr. MILLER Mr. Speaker, there was no in 
tention to insult the Chair. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the honourable membel 
address the Chair now? 

Mr. MILLER: I am addressing the Chair no\\. 
I am just saying that there was no intention what- 
soever of insulti~lg the Chair. My delay in rising 
was due to my waiting to hear the remarks of the 
Acting Clerk. 

Sir, even if this Resolution meant the twisting 
of the figure of $31,000 to $61,000, I rvonld say: 
God bless, go ahead and buy i t  quickly! I believe 
that it is almost ten gears that  I was agitating for  
the Gove~nment to buy this company. I am not 
saying that they have waited for all that  period t o  
realise that the company is a great benefit to the 
community; therefore, they must take it over and 
continue to work it. I am saying that the best thing 
has happened in that Government has taken i t  over; 
and the question of whether the assets of the Gas 
Company to be taken over are worth $31,000 o r  
$188,000 does not really matter. It is a fact, of 
course, that  the company a t  no time in its operation 
could have found the money asked for  the assets, 
because that money was never invested i n  it a t  no  
time. It is fortunate for  the Company that the area 
on which its building stands was valued a t  $2.50 a 
square foot, because i t  is really on that basis than 
any other that  the company is worth something. 

What has happened is that the bulk of fuel 
used for cooking in this island has been kerosene 
oil and imported fuel; and that  is because the Com- 
pany was so lacking i n  initiative that  it was never 
in the position to operate the gas wells. The Com- 
pally was never yet in a position to supply the gas. 
From the time that they began operating Natural . 
Gas they were hoping to plough profit from the 
sale of it, because they were exacting something 
like ten times the price of any fuel imported from 
any foreign country. Of course we are happy to 
have the service of Natural Gas which has been given 
to us by nature if not by an  act of God. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope honourable members will be 
given the opportunity to hear and debate the reply 
from the Minister in charge of this Resolution. You 
have this cowardly act of discussing this Resolu- 
tion in  this manner. Fo r  instance, when we were 
j u ~ t  discussing the previous Resolution with respect 
to the Electric Company, it was discussed in  that  
manner where knowing that you will not go into 
Committee on it, you were prevented from having 
the ,opportunity to reply, This is a democracy ; 
this is decent manhood; men do not  refer to these 
things in that way;  not w e n  primitive man. It is 
gratifying to find that great souls are persuaded to do 
simple things; even pigeons do not lack that great- 
ness to their own beings. Men do  not do these 
things. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not following the hon- 
ourable member's sequence. 

Mr. MILLER: I was referring, Mr. Speaker, 
to the Resolution; and I was saying that I hope 
that the information which the honourable mem- 
bers asked for would be given, and that they would 
be given opportu'nity to reply. This is a cowardly 
action to discuss a Resolution like this in the House, 
knowing that when you do so you suppress not 
only a man's hands but his entire character and 
his entire being sometimes. Big men should not 
be capable of this sort of thing. You like to prey 
on us as if we were a child who knows that he is 
locked to a stool and cannot get away from the tie. 
The Hon. Premier is a gentleman, he is an  honour- 
able man. He must be that since he has survived 
as i t  were the Ckucifixion of Calvary of our time. 
He has been able to withstand the impact of all of 

, those who have tried to fight against him. He is 
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a. great man, but no great man who has climbed to 
any great heights has struggled to pull those great 
heights down. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is 
really overstepping the mark now. The honour- 
able member has given vent to his feelings. I would 
not say he has done a wonderful job, but I have 
given the hotnourable member sufficient latitude. 

Mr. MILLER: You will forgive me for doing 
so. For my whole life I have always followed the 
dictates of my heart. As I seek to deal with the 
Resolution, I pray that you will bear with me fur- 
ther. If I may repeat what I said previously, a 
grand thing has happened that this Government 
is taking over the Gas Company. Perhaps i t  is the 
best thing that this Chamber has done within re- 
cent years, seeking as i t  is to nationalise the Gas 
Company. May be I am funny if I say that if they 
wanted a bigger sum to clinch this, I would be in 
agreement; because I am anxious to see Govern- 
ment nationalise it as some Conservative Govern 
ment in the past thought i t  fit to nationalise the 
two water companies that existed in  this island. 
I do not like to be misled. If the Hon. Premier is 
armed with these f igur~s ,  I hope he will let us have 
them. 
5.05 p.m. 

Buy it and get i t  into the hands of the peopl. 
and let the taxpayers of this island benefit. I just 
want to let the House understand that I am awart 
af the assets of this Company. If the Hon. Premiel 
ciaims that the pipes along the road art: of no use 
then the sum of $616,507 amounts to a gift to the 
Company. The Natural Gas Corporation is propos- 
$ing to go outside for a loan. My argument is that the 
Government should supply that one million dollars. 
The Government need not supply any international 
tariffs. The 'Gulf Oil Company has arranged to sell 
Well Turner Hall No. (1) to the Natural Gas Col. 
poration for $78,158. I n  this case I am hoping that 
the Government will ignore these international tarilT 
conventions of the world oil companies. We have fev 
people in this country who would not be interested 
in this proposal for acquiring the assets of the Bar- 
bados Gas Company unless some constant means of 
power can be ensured. 

I believe that the omission on the part of Gov 
ernment to supply the Natural Gas Corporation 
with the proposed one million dollars is going to be 
a tremendjous blow to the peo,ple of this country. I 
regret that the Government does not see the wisdom 
of financing the Corporation with the necessary one 
million donars which the Corporation has to go out- 
side for. 

Another important factor is that the 41/2Cjo per 
annum on the proposed issue of debenture stock 
must inevitably be passed on to the consumers; for 
i t  will have the deplorable effect of increasing the 
selling price of the natural gas. 

I have known the R,um Refinery a t  Black Roch 
to have applied for this natural gas service and found 
that it would require $800 a month more to use ~ t .  
I also know other companies who have given consid- 
eration to its use and have found similar adverse 
results. I ,  myself, once thought of fitting burners 
for heating ovens with natural gas; but I had' to 
abandon i t  because I found that i t  would cost three 
times as much as using wallaba wood which yo:~ 
have to pay somebody to cut up. 

I suppose the Government would say that i t  
was a question of their commitments and that ther 
could not afford the one million dollars. But I am 
wondering if the  government could not have found 
some other means of raising this loan. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, as I see it, this is 
another importast piece of legislation which is being 
dealt with in  a very off-hand manner; and unless 
hon. members take i t  as their serious business and 
consider i t  deeply, L do not see how they will be able 
to thresh the matter out without the House going 
illto Conimittee. It is impossible for  an  hon. member 
who has not been into the negotiations, or has visited 
the Gas Company and got to know its assets, to pro 
nounce upon this. But to a n  outsider, knowing the 
derelict condition of the Gas Company, from what I 
hear and from the little that can be seen, the Barba- 
dos Gas Company (according to a public admission: 
I am sure, by the Premier himself) is wasting thc 
natural gas which the Natural Gas Corporation is 
supplying to them because of faulty pipe lines. T h ~ s  
is a very unfortunate thing that should be happening. 
When they manufactured gas a t  the Barbados Gas 
Company, i t  was said that they n e e d ~ d  gas as  well as 
pipe lines. To an ordinary layman all they need 
now is pipelines; and the Government does not need 
the pipeline; so what is the Government buying? 

The Gas Company has served its time. I t  hm 
exercised its rights and committed its wrongs and 
now the Government is taking back from it rights 
which i t  has previously given them, because they 
are not using them. 

What do you want the lines for? Here is some 
thing which I cannot understand. The only thing 
that Government need from this company is some- 
thing that they are afraid to take over; that is: the 
pipe-lines. You say that you would not pay a cent 
for them, and yet you can have a valuation of 631,000 
for the assets 011 the whole. 

The next thing is that if the Government doer 
take over the Gas Company, the first thing Govern 
ment should see to is that it moves its headquarters 
from its present site in  Bay Street and extend the 
open "window" along the site. See that you carrg 
the headquarters somewhere inland. It is undesirable 
to have the Gas Company along the seashore. That 
was very good in  the days, when the coal for  making 
the gas came from outside. 

Here is the Government buying a, building wh'icu 
it does not want. The land on which i t  stands is said 
to be 39,0100 square feet and the Government pro- 
poses buying it a t  $2.25 per square foot. I do not 
know if they can sell i t  to somebody else; but I am 
of opinion that the mvernment should take the 
headquarters of the Gas Company up to the Pine 
for instance, or to some other place where i t  woulii 
be nearer to the natural g%s well. Certainly they 
do not need to have it on its present site. 
5.15 p.m. 

The Gas Company might need expansion and 
you should get a proper place somewhere else. These 
things make me feel that in  this action the Gov- 
ernment Is nationalising the energy which Govern 
ment supplies to the Gas-company -they are national 
ising what they are supplying to the Gas Company 
and then they say they cannot nationalise the 
Electric Company. It is all very amusing. I am not 
telling them that they should go about fleecing peo- 
ples' property, but they are fleecing the taxpayer9 
in or4er to buy out this concern. I am going to 
make a mot'ion that we go into Committee on this 
Eesolution. The Hon. Premier must have heard from 
the hon. junior member for St. George that i t  does 
not become him to get up  in this House and be- 
have as he has behaved in  this House today. You 
are transferring your rights from an  English Com- 
Dany to another: to be formed in this island; but  
though you said that you have such great control over 
the Electric Company, still you wanted to nationalise 
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it years ago. That is not the type of ignorance to 
shout out loudly. However, 1 am hoping that the 
headquarters ot the Gas Company will be removed 
trom that site. They might 'be able to justify the 
expenditure of this 231,OUO. 

I am puzzled about Clause 13 of the Schedub. 
to this Resolution; i t  is divided into (a), (b),  (c) 
and (d). This Clause says this: ':'llhis Agreement 
is conditional upon (a)  the same being ratified by 
a Resolution of a general meeting of the intending 
vendor". It does not say that the fixecutive Com 

ties Board come into this matter? They have t o  
stand aloof and report to the Government that some- 
thing is going wrong. Hefore the honourable mem- 
ber criticises me for what is here, I w'ould like him 
to say whether this is in the original copy because 
if it is, then we m w  be able to get it put right. 

I would like to refer now to the ~ d d e n d u m  of 
this &solution. The first paragraph says this: ''As 
;1 of negotiations, the agreement reproduced 
above has been made between the Barbados Gas 
Company Ltd. and the Natural Gas Corporation for 

mittee has ratified it. 
Paragraph (b) says "the approval of the Gov- 

ernor-in-Executive Committee." If  you get the ap- 
~ r o v d  of the Executive Committee and you do not 
say anything about the Legislature, that is a mis- 
take in my opinion. Sub-paragraph (C) says "the 
Legislature of Barbados ". Somebody has to ratify 
the agreement, another person has to approve of it: 
and i t  does not say that the Agreement is condit 
ional on its being accepted by the Legislature. 

Paragraph (d)  says "the Public Utilities 
~ o a r d " .  Why should the Legislature of this colony 
pass a Resolution saying that something which th.3 
Legislature does has to be approved by the h b l i e  
utilities Board? m y  should the Legislature sity 
SO? w h y  should i t  be approved by the Public Utili  
ties Board? IS that something which the Govern- 
merit has set up as a Super-Legislature? I think 
the &solution itself should say specifically that the 
Agreement be ratified by the Legislature 
I do not lmow what status we are giving to the Pub- 
lic Utilities Board; the Public Utilities Board is to 
'Ome in when the is running the con- 

and say whether it is being properly run or 
-tlot. I do not see why the Agreement is to be ratified 
by the Public Utilities Board; where did they get 
that idea from? 

Hon. G- H -  ADAnfs: This is an Agreement 
which the ~ J T O  parties have drawn up;  i t  is nothing 
which the Executive Committee has sent down. You 
can see that i t  is not set out in the English which 
the honourable member would use. This Agreement 
I J ~ S  not been made as clear a s  i t  should have been 
made. I agree with the honourable member; but i t  is 
klear what is meant. Wet are just wasting time if 
YOU go on to emphasise that the Government has done 
something wrong. This is a Solicitor's docume'nt 
which has been drawn up, and it should have been 
done in  proper English. 

Mr. LEWIS:  If anythillg of this nature is 
wrong in a Bill, I understand that the Attorney 
General can correct what i an obvious mistake. The 
Hon. Premier knows the power the Crown Law Offi- 
cers have to do that; if i t  is something so vital, i t  
will only take another day to bring it in its proper 
form. I am saying that the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee must have seen this Agreement before it 
was accepted by the Company, and they had no right 
to put in the document that it should be ratified by 
the h b l i c  Utility Board. I do not see how the 
Public Utilities Board comes into this matter at all. 
Are you making them a party to something which? 
they have to supervise? That is a piece of nonsense : 
the way in which this Clause has been worded. I am 
criticising the way in which the Public TJtilities 
Board has been broupht into this matter. If this 
Agreement is to be ratified by  the  legislature i t  has 
no right going to any subordinate Board for ap- 
proval; and they have no right to aoprolry of it be- 
fore we do: therefore leave them out of lt. I f  the 
Agreement should have been ratified bp the Natural 
Gas Corporation, I would say "yes" because they mar 
say "we cannot run it." Where does the Public TTtili 

the option of the ~u rchase  of the Company's m t s  
Iby the Corporation. This agreement is subject to 
approval by the Legislature in  accordance with 
clause 13 (c) thereof. On 27th April, a General 
&leeting of the Company ratified this conditional 
agreement. The price is based upon inde- 
pendent valuations. " 

I would like to know who did the valuation of 
tllis Company. 1f this were considered in COm- 
mittee, we would get this information and probably 
comment on our knowledge of the people who valued 

Certainly the honourable member could have 
said that there is a clause saying that an  indepen- 

' dent valuation has taken place, and that Mr. SO and 
S, did the valuation for us. Do not t ry  to Suppress 
these facts; this is a case where you are &king over 
a corporation and running i t  for the benefit of the 
people of this colony. This is your first act of run- 
r.ing a se,ervice like this; let us know 
xT,ho did the valuation, unless you are ashamed or  
afraid of it. I think the honourable member said 
that none of this pipeline was serviceable, but they 
still have ten thousalld dollars worth servic~able ; they ., a lot of money for d a t  they say is 
not who did this valuation? 
5.25 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The names are mentioned in  
the *ddendum tile Resolution. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Since that is so, I take it that 
the valuation was made up  by Messrs joseph Con. 
r*ell and Frank C. ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ ?  Well, sir, if the Public 
Utilities Board had been left out of it, some of 
tllese geniuses ought to have helped in the valua- 
tion* Bowevm, we find here in the Addendum that  
the well a t  Hall belonging to the British 
Union Oil Company is now owned by the Natura! 

~orporatim. we also find that the ~ ~ l f  Oil 
Company comes into the picture because they too 
have a well to sell. I am wondering whether these 
experts that we have around us now, can help u s  
to get some of these thingsat  a little less high price 
than we have been paying for them. I am not go- 
ing to say that all these claims for the Director 
of Petroleum and Natural Gas are in aay  way 
misplaced; but the h c t  remains that this part icula~ 
gentleman is the only person in  Barbados who 
knows what he is doing, therefore, there is nobody 
to assess him. I t  is a well known fact that any good 
employee who has worked with an oil company or  
Gas Company, or any such C'ompany retains a cer- 
tain amount of jurisdiction over his action when 
he retires. I t  is known that he cannot retire from 
any oil company and go and work for another one 
easily. They do not let that kind of thing go on;  
so, those people are tied up with the companies 
from which they draw their pensions in respect of 
the services which they have rendered, and which 
might be in competition with the place to which 
they are now worlring. 

I would just like Government to say h e ~ e  that 
me have a very good employee. He is an excellent 
man ; he has knowledge which nobody can check, I therefore, we can only believe he is A l .  But do 
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not let us fool ourselves that an  employee of that 
s ~ r t  can give you illformation to do harm to any 
big oil company. I t  may result in his losing his 
very life if he does that. We all may remember that 
\.ve had an  employee of an  oil- company here who 
Tvas reported to have left the company and he did 
not live very long after he left here. LA VOICE : 
Did they kill him?] I do not know, but I am say- 
ing that those people are tied down with their 
howledge. As is known, everybody is not a 
geologist. 

Those are the remarks which I have to make. 
I n  case of this gas which is to be sold to us, we 
have to start off to pay $78,158 for it. That seems 
to me a lot of money, and there is no guarantee of 
how long i t  will last. These estimates and matters 
of this smt are subjected to nature itself; i t  might 
be beyolld the ability of man to assess them very 
accurately. However, we have an estimate here for 
$17CY00,Q00 and the Government has said i t  will ad- 
yance this money but I must take up  a remark 
which the hon. senior member for St. Joseph made 
about not being able to buy the Electric Company 
out because you have to buy the Gas Company and 
also build a Deep Water Ha~bour .  

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I rise on 
a point of explanation. I never said that Govern- 
ment could not buy out the Electric Company be- 
cause we had to buy out the Gas Company. I did 
say that we had to build a Deep Water Harbour. 
We could buy everything if we have the money, and 
we would do so if we had it. 
5.35 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS: If the honoudable member did 
not say that, he might easily have meant i t ;  because 
he is buying the Gas Company (and that is not in 
the Five Year Plan) in addition to building the Deep 
Water Harbour. But if I remeniber correctly, this 
Harbour is sup,posed to be s e l f - s u p p ~ r t i ~ .  If  this 
i~ so all you have got to do is to furnish the money 
to do it. We were told that i t  can be self-suppor* 
ing; and the Honourable Premier should not forget 
what he says. 

I now beg to move that this House gb 
Committee on this Resolution. And just in case this 
is not carried-In fact I wonder if there is not some 
Act of Parliament by which this Resolutioll could 
not be carried? The Hon. Premier this in 
going to disappear? whene are these 
published that anybody can go to them and say 
-that you could find them like the Laws of 1949 or 
1889 for instance? This Resolution has no Perms- 
nancy anywhere; you do not have them printed and 
Found like the laws of Barbados. 

We have just passed a Resolution relating to 8 
certain Act, and all we had to do was to refer t o  the 
page of the Act that the Resolution was amending. 
The Gas Company is a law; the Electric Company 
is a law; but we are doing now in a Resolution 
of this House. That is all that i t  is. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that this- 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speakea, i t  is regret- 

table, but it has happened before, that after a Gov- 
ernment Nember has spoken somebody else has s p ~ k  
en. I am appealing to honourable members not to--- 

Mr. SPEAKER The motion by the junio~ 
member for the City that the House go into Com 
n~i t tee  has not been seconded. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I intend to 
second that motion now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then the honourable mem- 
ber may speak now. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, this 
Resolution iq of great importance to this Commu- 
nity. As you are aware, today I expressed the view 

of a minority   arty that has always opposed the 
iciea of nationalisation; and they oppose the idea 
of ~latioiialisation inore so where private enter- 
prise is well-equipped, financially and otherwise, tr 
carry on a public utility service. That gas in Bar 
bados could be a public utility service cannot br: 
denied. [VOICES: Hear! Hear! Conservatives con- 
verted!] I do not know what is there so forelgn 
about that. 

Mr. Speaker, gas is an item for fuel. Unlike 
when it was first brought to this c o u t r y  manu 
Tactured, gas is both an item of fuel and of light 
Today, with the exception of the metropolitan par 
isil of St. Michael, gas is purely an  i t a n  of fuel. J 
repeat, that with the exception of the metropolltar 
yarish of St. Michael which still subsidises this 
Company by paying than  a sum of money annually 
for the purpose of lighting the streets, i t  is purely 
an item of fuel. Fued for the inhabitants of thL 
country, like all other countries, is really necessary 
for the preservation of nian; and not only for the 
householder, but for business, and in some cases for 
the encouragement of industries. Fuel must be very 
apparent and necessary in  this community. 

I will never be converted to the idea of Gov- 
ernment taking over any properly run public utili- 
ty; but as you are aware, we have always advocated 
that a private individual should not be allowed to 
run a public utility merely for making profit; but 
that Governmeni should say how they should run 
i t  in order to get the best out of the service. But  
there is more in  this Gas Company matter than the 
bare taking over of it and running it as a compmy; 
there is more to it than a government taking over 
of a public utility or interfering with private en- 
ierprisa. There is a tremendous amount of argument 
that can be produced on either side in this debate. 

I have listened, Mr. Speaker, to the Hon. Pre  
u ier  and I have listened to my colleague; and now 
L am wondering how all agreement l i b  this# could 
be allowed to go through without getting the pros 
and cons. I am not suggesting that the Governmellt 
is attempting to stifle debate. As a matter of fact 
they cannot, as long a~ some of us are in  here. But 
i t  is not good for the country not to have the 
,f the people expresred on an such as 
this. There is one thing which I entirely agree 
and that a the nlotion made by my collcaput ,hat 
this lIouse go illto Conwnittae on this ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ i ~ ~  
\TTe should WO into Committee, because irrespective 
of Tvhuhat the Premier may of what I say, 
I to be given the of defending 
points; and this House should go into Conlmittee 
for several other reasons, among which is the reaz;on 
that the Chairman will be able to note your re. 

d4 ~ e e k s  ago, the IIouse went into Corn- 
mittee On sometiling similiar to  this Resoluijon, in 

with F'oursquare and i t  is possible in my 
opinion, also to go into Committee on the 

liRsO1ution. 
5-45 p.m- 

1s is advisable in my opinion that should go 
into Committee on this Resolution and therefore I 
am seconding the motion of my colleague. Some 
body asks soto voce what can be said in Committee 
that cannot be said now; 'but in an Agreement of this 
nature, there are things about which you want to let 
rlrmour be a lying Jade, and you will give membew 
of the Opposition the opportunity to  ask questions 
and eet answers to them. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that you would like an  
adiournment taken a t  this stage. Am I in order to 
move the adiournment? rA MEMBBR: You can- 
not do that.] I understand, sir, that I cannot move 
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the a d j o m m e n t  having seconded the motion of my 
colleague and theretore l shall contlnue to spedn. 
'l'here are some phrases in this Agreement about 
which, as a layman, I should like to find out some- 
thing and there are some other things. 1Intemu~-  
t ~ o n ]  . 

When ~ i n i s t e r s  grumble in their chairs they 
cannot put me out of in here; they either have to 
listen to me or otherwise walk out. I was saying, 
sir, that there are some phrases in this Schedule 
which I would like explained to me. I n  paragraph 
(b) of Clause 1 of the Schedule there is the expres- 
sion "way leaves." I plead ignorance to these things, 
and if I did not realise that the Premier is a.1 
Oxford graduate I would not ask him. I feel that 
this is wrong; I am sure the honourable member will 
explain these things for us. If you listen to the re- 
marks of the honourable junior member for St. 
George, a member of the Government's Party, and 
t-.en read this debate 3 or 4 months from today you 
are bound to come to the conclusion that th6 Govern- 

1. ment has tried to force this matter upon us. This 
is a question of acquiring the assets of the Barbados 
Gas Company and that is why I feel that w'e should 
go into Committee on this matter. I do not subscribe 
to  the idea that as  soon as some people have any 
kind of property for  sale i t  is very valuable, but as 
soon as some other people have i t  for sale i t  is worth 
nothing. 
5.55 p.m. 

I am not prepared to  give professional advice 
now, but if i t  goes into Committee and if the ques- 
$ion is raised, I would be prepared to give what is 
my view on the matter. The hoiiourable junior mem- 
%er for St. George made the inference that the Com- 
pany did not worth anything; the Hon. Premier 
must have been listening a t  the time, and that is why 
I am suggesting that m should go into Committee 
on this Resolution. Criticism of this Resolution was 
made by members of his owl1 party. One member 

said that you are giving away money for a 
property which does not worth it. I t  is not my duty 
to say that, but if we go into Committee I will ex- 
press my views. I have several paragraphs under- 
lined on which I would express my views if this Res- 
olutioil is threshed out in Committee. 

Tt has 'been shown here that the price is based 
cn independent valuation. I can only throw this 
out to the Government, if they appreciate it, that 
there is a feeling at  this stage that i t  is not wise for 
the Government to take over this property. However, 
sir, I think I reserve any 
because I have no doubt in my mind, unless those 
members who the view that it go 
into Committee are those who are inclined to speak 
in a certain vein and then when it comes to  voting, 
are not nrepared to vote as they have spoken. 

Another question which I would like to aslr 
the Premier is this: you have heard, sir, that thin 
is an Wreement between the Oas 
ljany Ltd., and the Natural Gas Corporation; yo-1 
have in the Addendum that as a result of negotia 
tions, the Agreement reproduced above has been made 
between the Barbados Gas Company Ltd., and the 
Natural Gas Corporation for the option of the pur- 
chase of the Company's assets by the Corporation. 
This Agreement is subject to approval by the Legis- 
lature in accordance with Clause 13. On the 27th 
April, a General Meeting of the Company ratified 
this conditional agreement. The purchase price is 
based upon independent valuation. I am wonder- 
ing whether (hvernment should not be a party to 
this Agreement. We are giving you the authority 
t o  take over this Company and what I am thinking 
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of most particularly, is that you have actually said 
in the Addendum that the present supply of N a i ~ r a l  
Gas available to the Natural Gas company comes 
from the former British Union Oil Company Well 
No. 19 now owned by the Natural Gas Corporation. 
You go on to say that i t  is considered inadvisable 
to rely on one such \\re11 as a source of supply uo 
consumers for any length of time. Thus another 
\veil must be secured by the Corporation to avoid 
any possibility of an  interruption in the service 
to consumers, and to make possible some extensio~i 
of the present service. As a result of negotiations: 
an  offer has been received from the Ba~bados  Guif 
o i l  Company to sell Turner Hall No. 1, which 
contaiins gas in favourable quantity to the Natural 
Gas Corporation for $78,1?8. I suggest that i t  if 
puMic property; i t  is felt by the present C'overn- 
lnent that the Natural Gas well - No. 19 will 
only last for another 10 years. Thinking in terms of 
investment, if you are going to put up  $500,000 
and you have only a supply to last for ten years, i t  
would not be a safe and sound investment; hence 
I am asking the Hon. Premier to say, much as we 
are all mindful of what happened during the nego 
tiations between the B.U.O.C. and the (Gulf Oil 
Company, whether i t  would not be better to have 
the Gulf Oil Company secure in  the Agreement or 
to have a follow up  agreement between the Natural 
Gas Corporation and the Gulf Oil Company. Some 
members seem to think that $79,000 is a tremendon~ 
lot of money and some might feel that if there is 
any well in Barbados producing Natural 'Gas that 
the Natural Gas Corporation would do well t o  

, secure it. I think you should have more information 
to put before this House than merely to say that 
you are taking over this well because the source 
of supply of well No. 19 cannot be relied on. There 
is nothing in this Resolution touching on Manufac- 
tured: 'Gm. For all these reasons, if you are going 
in for a concern of a million dollars capital (and 
I am looking a t  i t  from a business stand point 1 
then you should have something which you yoursel.' 
can rely on. That is how it strikes me and how I 
think i t  would strike any business man. 

M.r CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, if I may be 
permitted, I beg to move that this House do now 
adjourn for half an  hour. 

&fr. SPEAKER: I am sorry but you 
do that *hen the hen. Inember is on his feet. 

Mr. E. D. M O T m E Y :  I was saying, sir, that 
it would Go well for the Hon. Premier to give an  

not to whether they have an offer to 
the well, but something more than that. I am 

saying that fmm a business standpoint you should 
have more than an 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the Addendum reads as 

The Natural Gas Corporation proposed to borrow 
$1,000,000 for the purposes mentioned above, made 
up as follows:- 

(a) Acquisition of assets of Gas 
Co. Approx. .... $ 150,000 

( b  ) Renovation of gas distkbution 
system Approx. 616,507 

(01 Acquisition of ~ u r &  ~iil 
No. 1 .... .... .... 78,158 

( d )  Replacement of present 2" 
field line from well 19 to 
field regulating station with 
3" field line to connect both 
wells to station .... .... 11,842 

(e )  Additional field lines .... 25,000 
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( f )  Earmarked for purchase of 
further sources of gas and/or 
expansion of distribution sys 
tem .... .... .... .... 118,493 

$ 1,000,OOU 

This is one of the reasons why this matter shouid 
go to Select Committee. I am going to ask the Hou 
Premier a straight forward question: will the Idon. 
premier say if a decision was made as to what size 
~ ~ n s  they are golug to lay down for thls Gas? 
6.05 p.m. 

l\ow, I know the Hon. Premier is going to be 
taken to task on the question of the valuation of ser- 
viceable lines. I have had once to do with the ques- 
tion of gm and lighting; and we were, so to spealr 
all laymen; all we knew about the question was the 
raising of the money and that the lights were not 
bright enough in  the street. I t  meant that we had 
to bring in experts to enlighten us upon it. The 
only thing mre knew about i t  then was through the 
Hon. Sir  John Saint. I am sure we have in  our 
midst other men who have knowledge of mine ell- 
gineering and of gas as a public utility. 

There are several questions which still have to 
be answered. I suppose i t  is universally known 
that the lines which were carrying the gas to con- 
sumers have actually rotted out and that the Gas 
was passing through the earth. I take i t  that the 
Hon. Premier will be in a position to say whell the 
survey will 'be made, in so far  as i t  might be humanly 
possible. I am going to repeat that the pipelines, 
especially the mains which carry the Gas to the vari- 
ous consumers were found to be actually gone, result- 
b g  in a very low pressure to the C0nsu-mer. I am 
inclined to think that it was a point out of his favour 
when the   on. premier attempted to explain (on a ' 

point @der) that the price would have been 
higher except for the deduction of the $44,747 said 
to be the ~ o r t i o n  of the Company's valuation of the 
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we agree. You w g h t  have the backbenchers agree- 
illg 1rom a alnerent polnt oi view; but use must aSK 
questlolls in  order to satlsjty ourselves on douotlul 
pouts. It has ~ e e n  found tnat honourable members 
01 the Government are too often unable to answer 
questions upon points raised in  here from tlme to 
time; and in some instances they will even reiuse to 
do so. That creates a sort of ill feeling. It is a most 
simple and commonplace procedure tor honourable 
members to ask questions; there is nothing embar- 
tassing about i t ;  i t  just enlightens the puhhc. I have 
heard this said: "The Government is taking over the 
Gas Company a t  the last minute when it has nothing 
to oEer; when it has not even pipes to run through 
the earth ! 7 7  Are we not then to ask questions to  
let the know how concerned we are about i t ?  

You do not only have to agree with the principle, 
you have also got t o  find out in detail why and horn 
you have arrived a t  certain things. I, for instance, 
have learned through certain discussions t h i t  there 
is some kind of different piping that is used today. 
~ 1 1  these are things should be noted; and the Gov- 
ernment then be able to answer and to say 
that they are not really taking over a dud, but that 
they are doing something for the island. I therefore 
beg to t& motion that this House go .into 
Committee on this xeso~uti~n.  
6-15 p.m. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : At  this stage I beg to  move 
that this ~ o u s  do now adjourn for  half an  hour. 

Mr. TUDOR : I 'beg to  second that. 
Hon. G. H ADAMS: I am speaking on the 

for adjournment and I am also replying to 
the honourable senior member for the City. I wish 
to remind the honourable member that I was very 
careful to say I have the file before me and I would 
endeavour to answer any questions which honour- 
able rnembkrs might ask. When a Resolution of this 
sort comes before the House, there is nothing which 
c,n be said in committee which cannot be said in 
the House. All honourable members have to do is pipeline that is still serviceable. 

There are aspects this matter the 
valuation of the Company's &wets. The question of 
property is a small factor, because the actual prop- 
erty itself is gilt edged. There is nothing against 
that. But what I do wish to say is this: If on the 
One hand you say that $44,747 of the 
assets is still serviceable, and on the other hand you 
say that the lines have rotted out, that is one of the 
reasons why I think that we should go into Commit- 
tee on a matter like this. The lines running in the 
 ort thin^ ~ o a d  have been running for the last three 
or four months; therefore, we come to the conclusion 
that these must have been good; and there are other 
lines in other places which have not been examined 
a ~ r d  we must again come to the conclusion that they 
are good. Every honourable member of this House 
is entitled to know more about this matter. You 
want $616,000 to pay for lines; you say that is what 
you were actually paying because ~ , 7 4 7  is the 
p o r t i o ~ ~  of the Company's valuation of the lines still 
serviceable; if the Hon. Premier were in the Opposi- 
tion todaJ-, we are sure that he waul,=j want to knonr 
holv that valuation of in lines was arrived 
at. my for argument sake could they not have 
said $15;m? 1s not enough to get up and make an 
introductory speech and say that nobody will dis- 
a p e e  n~ith the fact that the Gas Company is a public 
utility. The back-benchers will s a ~ ,  even more than 
that: they will i t  is a social to the corn. 

and therefore it should be run b'? Govern- 
merit. ~t is not the principle w<e are disagreeinp mith : 
but are entitled to ask questions. Tn principle 

to ask questions. The honourable senior member 
for the a t y  him~elf has replied to some of the ques- 
tions which he has asked; to everything he asked th. 
answer is just what you will exped. The Company's 
valuer valued the land - 

Mr. ALbDER: On a point of O~der ,  I am 
\+andering if the honourable senior member for  St. 
Joseph can take the opportun~ty on a motion for ad- 
journment to discuss a matter which we have been 
discussing for so long. 

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment an hon- 
ourable member can take full advantage of the &ua- 
tion. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The Company's valuation 
came to 539,400 and eventually we cut them down 
to E30,000. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: Read the Addendum. 
Hon. G. H. AbAMS: This $44,000 represents 

the other assets of the Company which are still ser- 
viceable and 7% the Company's prop- 
e r t y  The estimates were Ibased On the '' 
i~vestigation. If  the Addendum gives the impres- 
sion that we are referring only to mains, then that is 
wrong. The member can be for 
[IFr. BARROW: But it says SO.] they 
have not set i t  out a.3 clearly as have 
done, it does not mean that We do not understand 
what they mean. A more thorough investigation 
could not have been made; this investigation has 
been g o i n ~  On for years. Practically none of the 
main which is running along the road is of any use ; 
this mmeY represents items than mains. Tt 
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will take a couple of hours to read, but I am pre- 
pared to get up and read ltem by item 11 honourau~e 
members so desire. 'l'here is the windnllll, pump, 
gasholders, mains, natural gas mains, meters, gov- 
ernors, every single item has been carefully checked. 
The Company said that they wanted %39,400 for the 
property. I am assuring honourable membere that 
their questions can be answered in a way that would 
convince them that the Government has done every- 
thing possible i n  this matter. 

As regards any suggestion about the gas wells, 
, the oilly person who really knows about i t  would be 

t Mr. Garrett who ~vas  asked about the pressure; and 
for anybody to estimate that it would last ten or 

, fifteen years would only be guessing. 
k Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: We are only saying 

that it is not good enough to say that you just had 
a n  offer; we want to be assured that i t  is more than 

4 
an offer. That should not 'be part of this Agreement ; 
it would follow that the expenditure of $1 million 
would be justified. 

" 6.25 p.m. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS : You have just got to trust 

people a t  some time or other. When we gave the 
Gulf Oil Company that concession, it was under- 
stood that we would like to purchase all the Natural 
Gas; and they never said that they had any interest 
i n  it. If we made a n  agreement t o  buy what Natural 
Gas they discovered, we might have to say that we 
were sorry Tye agreed to buy it because we do not 
want it. 

I repeat : you cannot get anything more than an 
understanding before you complete negotiations, be 
ceuse you may want to drop the matter. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTL3EY: If in the Adden- 
dum you say you have an offer, you should, have 
something more than that. 

Hon. 'G. H, ADAMS : If for instance somt; 
Fody who is keeping a chicken farm says to you. 
"Would you buy my eggs?" Do you mean to say 
that  you have to put it down in writing that you 
have to buy every egg? What more do you want? 
Cao we make an  agreement to buy all the gas the 
Gulf Oil Company may -find? 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLE;P: Oh no; I have not said 
so. I have not said that yon should agree to buy all 
the gas which they find. I want to know if the agree- 
ment is secured should you take over the Gas Com- 
pany. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : This is as good as bought 
I did not understand that you meant i t  that way. 

The qzcestion that this H o t ~ e  do now a d j o t u ~ ~  
• for half M haw wcnr p t  and resolved in the afirma- 

tive, the Hozcse dividing as fo1Zo~s:- 
Ayes: Mr. B R A N C K ~ ,  Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. J. C 

M.OTFTXY, Mr. VAUOHAN, Mr. BARROW, Mr. -ER, 

i.. 
Mr. TUDOR, and Mr. E. D. NO=.----a 

Noes: Mr. SMITH, Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Hon. Dr 
CUIMMINS, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E. TALMA, Mi'S 

,, BOU'RNE and Mr. F. E. M&=.-7 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. SPEAKER,: The question has been de- 
cided i n  the affirmative, eight hon. members voting 
"Aye" and seven hon. members voting "No." I 
now declare the Ayes have it. This Housg stands a d  
journ for half an hour. 
6.30 p.m. 

On re-assembEing. 
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Mr. C U W F O R D :  Mr. Speaker, this Resola 
tion is asking the House to approve the acquisition 
of the concern known as the Barbados Gas Corn 
pany Ltd by the state. As buch, in  principle there 
must be general support for the proposals it con- 
tains. There can therefore be some argument as to 
the conditions under which the Government pro- 
poses to acquire this service. 

We are told fkom the RRsolution that we arc: 
to pay for the Gas Company the sum of 531,000 
for  its present holding. Now *it is a n  open secret that 
were i t  not for the benefits of the said Government 
which for years has openly abetted this concern in 
its exploitation of the public, that this Company 
would have gone into liquidation ever since; because 
they have been buying the gas which they retail to 
consumers from the Government a t  a very nominal 
price, and then selling at 300% of what they paid 
for it. Had they not been allowed to make this ini- 
quitous and exorbitant profit, long ago the Gas 
Company would have reconditioned its plant includ- 
ing its mains, in  order to prevent the enormous leak- 
age which occurs; because i t  is generally known that 
it is because they were able to make such an  almost 
criminal turn over on their invstments, were they 
able to carry on. 

Well now, a concerp which has been for some time 
0s the verge of folding U# and which, if run  under 
normal reasonable lines would I think have had t~ 
remodel or close down, the Government is proposinq 
to acquire for 531,000. What a re  they getting for  
£31,000 ? The Company 'S assets comprise 39,000 
square feet of land, some ramshackled building, a 
little antiquated plant and some mains which, accord- 
ing to the Hon. Premier himself, are completely use- 
less. He says that not a, single foot is of a.ny use, Of 
course, a little later on in this debate, I propose to 
*ow how little he really knows of what he is in- 
troducisg to this House. H e  does not read these 
things before he comes in  here; and therefore, he 
comes in with all these half way assertions which 
s re  easily contradicted and totally incorrect. Now, 
as I said, the assets of that company are comprised 
of 39,000 square feet of land; and, Mr. speaker. 
the Government proposes to pay for that land. 1 
want the House to bear in  mind that that  39,000 
square feet of land actually comprises the most 
valuable portion of the Company's assets. When you 
have broken down this S'1,000 you will find that 
(the Company is going) the price you are gaing to 
pay for that land is a most fictitious price. This has 
to be, we are told, in order to give the Company 
something for its holding. Can you imagine for 
argument sake any other Company in its sound, sane 
and sober state of mind agreeing to pay $88,000 for 
less than an  acre of land in  Bay Street'? The land 
jis 39,000 square feet. It is not in the heart of the 
City or even within an area easily accessible to the 
City which might be conceived to be the City of t h ~  
near future. It is not in Baxters Road or even 
Lower Bay Sreet or Constitution Road; i t  is fully 
three-quar~ters of a mile from the City, of no special 

, desirability, and is priced a t  $2.25 per square foot,. 
I The hon. junior member for the City suggested 

that the area should be acquired and left as an  open 
window to the sea,. Well now if his suggestion is im- 
plemented, we shall be paying W,Q1001 for that 
"window." There is no reason why the Gas Com 
pany should be sited there; and there i s  no reason 
~ ~ h y  the Government should not afford to let it re 

GAS COMPANY RESOLUTION 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. senior member for 

main as an  open "wiqdow"' and remove the Com- 
pany to another spot. The area, I submit, woulJ 
hardly give more than eight house spots. Are yo.1 

St. Pbilip has the right to  speak. S going to get anybody in Barbados except people irz 
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to, in  this Agreement it means s o m e k g  atirely 
different; and ~t also appears that so far as arithmetic 
is concerned, figures not only are  losing their mean- 
ing but what is more important, their values. 
over this Agreement, as you read it, Mr. Speaker, you 
come across things which on the face of i t  do not look 
right and which look more than wrong when you ex- 
amine them carefully. What I think should be of 
interest to members of this House is the fact that we 
have been told by the Hon. Minister who introduced 
this matter that we are taking over the Gas Company. 
Taking over is a mild word for what he proposes to 
do; it is not only a taking over, i t  is a rewue beyond 
all reasonable doubts. Although what he said in his 
introduction was not I think meant to the House to 
be taken much as to say something on his own 'behalf, 
yet I thinlr he said enough to indicate that this Gov- 
crnment, possibly he himself, has not really grasped 
all the essential matters in the transaction. 

Now; Mr. Speaker, you are only playil~g with 
vtords if in an Agreement like this, after you have 
read it, you still say tha,t you are col~ferrilz~ R bencl- 
fit OP the public. You are only playimlg with words 
if you cannot justify this Agreement Clause by 
C1aus.e or all those doubtful parts in i t  which seems 
lieT-ond all reason, but which seem not to have the 
slightest bit of commonsense abollt them. 
7.35 p.m. 

First, let n.e say this on general principle: ( i t  
may not of course be known to tile ~ I 0 ~ 1 .  Premier) 
bLIt there are several nlethods of acq~liring enter- 
prises for benefit; and even the ward ( 'nation- 
alirarion" which in  the old days used to be .c?. 

favourite word of the Hon. Premier and his col- 
]r,igl~es, is ~urceptlble to more than two or possibly 
three meanings. There is, therefore more than one 
>Tay to acqutre enterprises for public benefit as I 
said before; and as I loolr a t  this Agreement, Mr. 
Speaker, 1 see that this is not one of the recognised 
lvays. We all agree of course that to extirpate is a 
difficult question. There is no l~ononrable member 
of this House who would make so bold as to a y  
that these methods should be dealt with in the man- 
ller of just snatching whatever property of enterpris? 
you wish to acquire and leave i t  a t  that. IVOlCEU: 
Hrar ! Hear !] That ia not even commonsense ; and 
y . t  on the other hand, Mr. Speaker, you can buy 
out a Company or an enterprise in  this sense: that 
you place an independent realistic valuation on its 
assets as they are, and negotiate the purchase or the 
sale on that basis. You caii even, as an alternativ", 
enter into an agreeme~t  a t  Government level as 
between Government and the particular company 
to wind u p  its ,affairs, reissue its shares, or possibly 
forin a new joint company with Government having 
5% or 17% or 187; whatever per cent Government 
might like to take. And there are other ways of 
doing i t ;  but the way now presented to us is not 
one of the recognised ways. While it is true, Mr. 
Speaker, in a certain sense you can claim that  you 
are taking over the Gas Company, yet the very 
lnethod of the taking orer malres it almost impossible 
for you to be dolilg the people of this island any 
jnstice in the tra~~saction. 

NOW, here you have a company which is not a 
flourishing affair; and even those who until now 
have been most favourable towards this company 
have not claimed that it has any place for improve- 
ment. That i t  was and is a dying concern is admit- 
ted by everybody, and by the Government most of 
all. T \ I ~ r e ~ ~ e r ,  i t  is not only a company which is or 
via3 dying, but a company which knew that its end 
was near and was prepared to go illto ~ ~ o l u n t ~ r y  
liquidation. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the point is (and this is the 
r~ost. interesting thing about i t )  here on the one hand 
you have a Government which has a Natural Gas 
Corporation set up, and on the other hand a n  en- 
terprise which is not defhitely on its feet. Who will 
therefore ha,ve the bargaining position? Which  id? 
is the stronger? On which side should terms be en- 
forced with greater vigour and more ,advantage; on 
the side of the concern which cannot keep itself alivc 
or of the Government with its statutory creation? 
But with the terms of this Agreement, the reader 
gets the impression that it is the Government which 
is about to go into voluntary liquidation and that 
it is the Gas Company which is seeking to acquire 
the assets of the 'Government. Such is the impressio~, 
one may gather from a reading, whether cursory or 
detailed, of the agreement. Let us for examplc 
start from the point that a weak' and dying com- 
pany has somehow or other got the Government of 
this island in its clutches so as to be able to enforce 
the sort of agreement which is disadvantageous t c  
the Government and advantageous to itself. I thinlr 
it is time that one thing should b? consented to in 
this House, if i t  has not been consented to already 
and that is that the public of this island know that 
in all these matters which refer to the expending of 
public money and to the acquisition by Government 
of enterprises such as these, a wicked and wilful 
waste of public funds is always involved. I know 
i~o th i l~g  a t  all about the sale of land and the prices 
which should be asked for or paid; but  there are peo- 
ple in this House who do know; and I should bp 
very surprised if any of them would say that this 
particular site could ever be sold at  $2.25 per square 
foot. Consider what is written in  this Addendum: 
the acquisition of the assets of the Gas Company 
is to cost the Natural Gas Corporation $150,000 
That is what the whole show is worth. Thirty-nim 
thousand square feet of land at  $2.25 per squar 
foot cost approximately $87,7501; but  in addition to 
the price of land there is something which the Hon 
Premier has not yet explained, and I hope that he 
aiill if ha can ; that is : the portion of the Company 'c. 

valuation still serviceable. Eighty-seven thousand d01- 
lars and $44,000 is $131,000 roughly, and they still 
have got $19,000 or $14,000 or whatever i t  is which 
is not accounted for in  the acquisition of the assets. 
I to emphasise this: there is nothing which the 
Hon. Premier has said as yet, that indicates to this 
Honse just what is being taken over for $150,000 
in these assets, apart  from the land and whatever 
it is that is still serviceable. We have not yet heard 
what is still serviceable and which is valued a t  over 
$44,000. We do not know that and we ought to be told 
that at  sometime or other. Unless a complete break- 
down of these assets and the values placed upon 
them are given t o  this House, we are a t  liberty to feel 
that vital information is being withheld from us;  
and those who withhold it or are a party to with- 
holding i t  ought to be very heavily censured. 
7.45 p.m. 

It is true that the Premier has not committed 
himself to an  opinion as to whether the price of this 
is as i t  should be, but  knowing the way that the 
Government ~vorks, we have to be thankful that 
they have only put down $2.25 per square foot in- 
stead of $3.25; and if the price had been even more 
than i t  is now there is no doubt that argument, 0,- 

what passes as argument, would have been found to 
justify it. I wish to emphasise that this House has 
no reason to be satisfied that  the assets of the Ba7- 
bados Gas Company would ever be worth $150,0lC'O; 
and the House certaihly feels disturbed when it 
discovers that land which, according to those who 
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are in  the best position to know, would not be worth 
more than $1.20 per square foot has suddenly bee11 
inflated out of all proportion to $2.25 per squa:.? 
foot. Secondly, I do not know how carefully the 
Premier has read the terms of this Agreement, and 
I do not think he read them very well. I-Ie could 
not have done so, because some monlents ago he was 
asking this House to believe that there are mistake- 
in  the text of the Agreement, but that the Executive 
Committee has not changed them because i t  is an 
Agreement, not between itself and the Barbados Gas 
Company, but between the Company and the Natural 
Gasl Corporation. I do not know what you woulcl 
think of an Executive Committee which, in theory 
if not in practice, is supposed to look after the in- 
terest of this country thoroughly and zealously, and 
yet allows an Agreement to come before the Legisia 
ture for this transfer in which there are things with 
which they are displeased and which according tc 
his words, do not suffer them to introduce an; 
change or amendment. 

While I am on this point, I should like to say 
that the Premier could not have read this Agree 
ment because he would never have permitted the 
implied insult to  the House which is contained in 
Clause 13 to the effect that the Agreement is con 
ditional upon (a)  the same being ratified by a 
Resolution of a general meeting of the intendin. 
vendor (b) the approval of the Governor-in 
Executive Committee (c) the Legislature of Barba 
dos and (d) the Public Utilities Board. The h011 
ourable junior member for the City made iiieiitio:~ 
of this point but I do not think he stretched it far 
enough. The point is that the Legislature, this House 
especially, is the parent body of the Natural Ga, 
Corporation and of course, of the Public Utilitieq 
Board. This House has called them into existence, 
and how comes it now that the Legislature and i ~ .  
particular this House, is put on a level with one of 
these two bodies, the Public Utilities Board which is 
making i t  seems as if the Public Utilities Board, (an 
crganisation set up by this House) has as muc- 
right to pronounce upon an  Agreement of this nature 
as the Legislature itself. Any member of this Honsc 
t ~ h o  zealously guards the privileges of this House 
of Assembly must feel disturbed to discover that 

0 reement not enough care is being taken over this A; 
i n  order to safeguard the prerogative of this 
T,egislature. 

On the question as to whether the Natural Gas 
Corporation has power to make agreements of this 
nature, I do not know; and I do not know how true 
it is that the Public Utilities Board should be called 
into a matter of this nature before the Government 
has actually acquired the Gas Company as a running 
concern under the Corporation. These are matten 
which need to be answered; and if we do not k n o ~  
the answers to them, we must be forgiven because 
those who have introduced them do not seem t11 
know either. 

Going further, Mr. Speaker, you will observ 
that in the Addendum to this Resolution the colt 
of the complete replacement is set down as $661,254 
A deduction is made from that of $44,747 for t h , ~  
serviceable portion of the Company's assets, so that 
the net estimated cost of renovating the system of 
distribution is $616,507. I wish honourable members 
of this House to grab this point clearly and see if  
they do not feel disturbed and outraged about this 
rather sprprising cost per mile of main. The pipe 
when put together, renovated and improved, conld 
only be 22 miles; that means that the cost per mile of 
this renovation is $30,000. There must Fe some- 
thing wrong. I do not know what is the cost per 

mile of road, but  the a n i s t e r  of Communicatiou~ 
knows, and I wonder whether he himself when he 
read this, did not feel a little disturbed when he 
discovered that a mile of gas pipes is liable to cost 
much more than a mile of road. I wish to em- 
phasize this; honourable members on this side of the 
IIouse who express these doubts, must do so, because, 
at  no stage of this discussion have we been toL! 
quite frankly by the Minister who introduced this 
motion to ratify this Agreement; "Here is the break 
down of costs. ' ?  

7.55 p.m. 
Hon. members might possibly be disturbed with 

what appears to be the high cost of renovatlng these 
mains, but if a break-dowa in the cost was presented 
to them, they would not feel so dbturbed about it 
and they might pwi'bly be able to agree with the 
Government. Mr. S'peaker, each hon. member must 
ask himself whether it is possible that the cost of 
laying dowa a mile of pipe-line mains must necessar- 
ily be estimated a t  $30,000 per mile. That is not 
a matter which the Government must be allowed to 
get over by remaining silent or sneering or shrug- 
ging their shoulders; because in the last resort, it 
nil1 be the public's money which they are spending. 
What the public must not be allowed to forget is 
that in the terms of this Agreement until the Natural 
Gas Corporation can acquire the $1,000,000 which i t  
~nould take to set this new thing on its feet, (per- 
mission is being sought and granted today for sums 
up to $1,000,000 to come from the Public Treasury 
to pay for this thing,) in the last resort i t  will be the 
people who would be paying for it. I do not mean 
to say that the money will not be returned; but until 
it is returned i t  is the people's money which will be 
used, and the people therefore have a right to k m w  
and know in the clearest possible terms, how and by 
what method of calculation i t  is derived a t  that the 
cost of laying down a mile of Gas mains is $30,000. 
You will remember, Mr. Speaker, that this renovac 
tion which is to cost over $660,0W is rather more 
than half of the whole amount which is necessary 
for putting the expansion and distribution of Gas 
on its feet. Of the $1,000,0013 which is proposed 
Fe spent, more than $660,000 would be swallowed up  
in the renovation of gas mains and it is estimated at 
$30,000 a mile. I would not be easily convinced 
that these figures are true, because this House has 
not been treated with the courtesy of a break down 
on any of them. I do not know* how other hon. 
members feel about it, but this is a matter which 
should be gone into very carefully; and I know that 
such is the state of the minds of the Ministers of the 
Government, that they will find i t  quite easy either 
not to say anything or to indulge in the several 
kinds of explanation they put  up. A favourite remark 
of the Hon. Premier in advance of these matters is 
always that the best and highest advice was sought, 
but the remark that he makes which makes me most 
,angry when he says it, is always this one: that we 
\,-ere lucky to acquire it. Whenever a senseless ex 
penditure i t  taken on, the only palliative he can 
find to justify the gross folly is to say we are lucky 
t3 get i t  a t  that price. I must say that his good for- 
tune is a rather miraculons one, because everything 
he manages to acquire for us and we are lucky in 
wetting according to his remarks, has depleted the 
riiblic Treasum by leaps and bounds. Whenever I 
hear that TVP are lucky to  acquire this thing I know 
/that there is a raid on the Treasury, and we are 
bound to pay heavily for it. It is a shame to sav 
that for the outlay of $1,000.000 on that plant, what 
von are actnallp taking over cost onlv a little more 
than one-tenth of that amount: that is t o  say $150,000 
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Gas company as a profitable undertaking or aa a 
going concern. 

With those premises over in  the background, wae 
bhould now examine the Agreement to see in wllat 
way the public of Sarbados would benefit from thls 
Agreement either as it stands or in whatever way 
human ingenuity can amend it. The operations of 
the Barbados Gas Company do not extend beyond 
the boundaries of the pa r~sh  of St. ILlichael excep 
for  one main which runs into the parish of C1hPist 
Church which, as  you know Mr. Speaker, is illore or 
less considered as part of the metropolitan area; a t  
least that is what is envisaged in the Local Govern- 
n!ent Bill. We must also bear in mind that i t  has 
r ~ ~ v e r  been declared or advertised to the public prior 
to the introduction of this Resolution, that the GOT- 
ernment had any intention of taking over the Barba- 
dos (:as Company and all its assets and liabilities. 
But 1 fee] that members of the public ought to k n o ~ ~  
clue to their inefficiency as has 'been disclosed by the 
Premier himself, their failure to maintain (as the? 
zre boand to do by l a n )  their equipment in a proper 
scatc of repair, their failure to extend their services 
to accommodate those other citizens of this island TYLO 
D:~JT feel disposed to avail themselves of what is con- 
sidered and perhaps misrepresented as a public 
utility, that thev were faced this year for the first 
time in their histor?- and at the very time of the 
f i - s k i ~ t ~  of this Agreement between the Natural Gas 
Corporation on the one part and the Barbados Gas 
Company on the other part, - It is rather remark- 
able that this Company should be party to an Agree- 
filmt. I am sure that the honourable senior 1nem:)e~ 1 

' : l i d  lia'bilities of the Barbados Gm Company. These 
panslies have nothing to do with this concern, and 
yet they axe going to tell the electors: ' W e  have don,. 
this for your benefit." After $1 million has been a 
cxpended, not one of these parishes will have bene- 
fited one iota from the use of the service which the 
Barbados Gas Company now so inadequately pro- 
vides. No wonder when I travel about this island 
1 hear the members of the Government referred to a 

' as "Swindle, Theft and Company." [Laughter]. I 
\vould like to asli the Premier if he has ever read 
the Natural Gas Corporation Act of 1950, apart from 
the day on which he introduced the Bill in the House. d* 

8.25 p.m. 
I suggest that we should 'be consistent when i t  

comes to the expenditure of public funds and we 
should neigh very carefully the social and ec jnoinic 
advantages of certain steps. 

There is one other matter which I should like to 
uraw to the attention of the persons who ;yere 1111for- 
tunate enough to return the Hon. Ministel. cr doill- 

% 

~nunications for this parish and that is this. t h ~  Co111- + 
pally's supply is not a privilege which is eqjoj-eti by 4& 
the inhabltants of Carrington's Village, 'L'llo New 
Orleans, Bank Hall, the Bay Land or any of those 
areas apart from the one to which he aspirr:~, aurl ~ ~ h o  
ncre responsible for returning him to this House, and . 
the $118,493 which the Resolution envisages to be 
spent 011 extending the services would provide ap. 
proximately four miles of main which could never 
reach St. George, St. Peter or St. James, and this 
amount of money could be swallou~ed by Carringtons 
Village overnight. As regards the anticipated expep- 

for the City is aware of' this: that almost on thp ver. 
.Hay 011 which the coinmodity known as pro-gas 
i~troduced in Barbados that this Company collld 
have signed an Agreement with the Natural Gas 
('orporation to take over the Company. This is 
k,ottled gas which has beell brought into use in this 
island on almost the exact date on which this Agree- 
merit was made, this Oil Company having served 
notice 011 the and on the Barbados Gas Com- 
pany that they would provide a service for people 

served either by the Natural Gas Corporation or the 
sucsh as Illy collstituent~ in St. Qeorge, who were not 

Iiar'bados Gm Company; and people living in  such 
clistricts as Navy Gardens and within proximity of 
the Barbados Gas Company have been given that 
service to which I have referred. As regards 
Spooners Hill (the district in which the Premier 
livw), Belleville, the whole of Bank Hall and Bush 
TIall, in none of these areas was the Gas Company 
prepared to put in one semice ; and this Oil Company 
having sewed notice that they w'ere going to intro- 
cJuce bottled gas in this country, then it was that the 
I)irectors of the Barbados Gas Company knew that 
their day was doomed. The r e im which ther had 
on +he long ~ub l i c ,  the profits made and 
paid ollt in the United Kingdom (without crcatirl.: 

diture by the Corporation after they have acquired t l : ~  
Gas Conlpa1ly, there i? no provision for the extensioll 
of the service other than that of spending $]18,00() 
at the rate of $30,0010 a mile. What 1 should like tr 
tell those of the constituency of the Minister 0-t 

Conlmunications is that theJi should not be surprised 
if that $1118,000 is spent in the direction of Navy 
Garden and those very areas in which they are now 
getting competition from the distributors of bottled 
Gas. So when they go before the public and tell the 

\ that  is, that they have nationalised the Gas Corn- 
~;nblic that they have carried out one other intention, -+ , 
I I Z ~ Y , )  let them also tell the public that the Govern- 
1 1~11t of Barbados also o\+as the sources of supply: 
that i.; Turner Hall;  and we are acquiring Well No. 
1, as a sort of reserve and we already own No. 19. In 
other words, we are not nationalising gas; we had 
gas in 1950 under the Natural Gas Corporation Act. 

TJnlike the days when you had to bring coal from 
Sewcastle and from other sources and distilled the 
coal and produced and stored the gas in tanks in Bay 
Strpet, in these daj-S it is uni~ecessary in  order to 
~ ' 1 1  gas to the consumer, to pass i t  through Bay Street 
at  all a matter of fact, when you bring the gas 
all the \ray from St. Andrew and you take i t  to Bay 3 
street then to take i t  sack up  to  Spwners Hill, that ; 

further employment in this island, by estendin~:  their r robably accounts for the $30,000. But  leaving that 
mains even as the Electric Company in its feeble wa:? alone for the time being, what I should like to  say is 
had done,) they realised that the onlv sal.-ation for that since i t  is unnecessary to store the gas in Bay 
tile investments of the shareholders, (I challenge t h ~  Street, the acquisition of the building or any of the 
Prpmipr to deny this) was to foist it on the nnsnsv-c: equipment in Bay Street is an  error cm the part  of the 
ing public of Barbados. T ~vonld lilre to sav thi. Government. In other words, what I m u l d  invite 
~ v l ~ e n  ;you look at  the bottom of the Addendum to the Gas Company to do is t o  go into voluntary Iiqui- 
this Rpsolixtion, i t  discl~ses that the complete system c a t i ~ n ,  hccanse of their assets : notwithstandinz t h ~  
of iJiStribntion had to be renovated at four times the land which thev are selling to us a t  $2.251 per Nuare 
cost of purchasing the Companv itself; and mould foot. the buildings are only offices and show room5 
C'nmpanv think that a S'ocialist Government would 'for the Gas Com~anv.  If you take gas up  to B a r  
take over adjust and renovate the existine stTc Street to distribute i t  to  all the consumers, you are 
tern which is limited in its ?pc.ration ? Nine only inviting mow loss through leakage etc.; that is 
n2rishes in the island of Barbados will not be able to the 'basis of this transaction which the hononrablr I hpqefit in any way  from the acquisition of the assets senior member for St. Joseph has been trying to put 
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ever honourable members of this House. He never 
pointed out what profit the Gas Company made last 
y tar ;  he never pointed out what dividends were paid; 
h t  did not point out or invite honourable ~nenlbers 
of this House to concur in this Resolution on t h < ~  
basis that he wanted the Deep Water Harbour too 
The Deep Water Harbour would be a self-supportin:: 
expenditure; in simple language i t  would pay for 
itself. 

We want the Deep Water Harbour to pay for 
itself; i t  should be a harbour which should be the 
sort of heart of the conlmunity or the lifeline of the 
community that must pay for itself. But if the Gas 
~ 'ompany with the capital as reorganised from $140,- 
Ot10 to $800,000, when all that is done and i t  cannot 
19ay for itself even then, how are they going to pax 
interest on $1,000,000? They are going to pay in- 
Irrest on $1,00(P,000 because in the same Resolution 
and rlsr~vhere (I want to take the honourable senior 
member for S t  Joseph to task on this point) they 
ht~vr to give the Natural Gas Corporation the author- 
ity to draw on the Public Treasury of this island 
until (and this ;s quoting from Paragraph D of the 
Resolution) "pending the raising of the loan." They 
h ~ v e  not suggested how the interest is going to be 
1)nid. The interest cannot be paid unless the pricc 
of gas is quadrupled. I am submitting that th .  
interest cannot be paid on $1,000,000 by the Com- 
pany as an economic proposition; they cannot do i t  
now, and I do not see how they are going to do it out 
of their own funds. But they will do it by drawing 
ilpon the Treasuq and this will be a further burden 
r n  the taxpayers of the colonies. 
8.35 p.m. 

Already we have the same Natural Gas Corpora- 
tion having the power and the right, and indeed is 
obligated by law, to sell Gas to individual consumers 
if they demand i t  and if theg are in the area. The 
Natural Gas Corporation without having this Reso- 
lution has powers of distribution co-equal if not wit!) 
superior powers to the Barbados Gas Company. 1 
wonder if the enormity of the mime which the Gov- 
ernment has committed has now dawned on the minds 
of honourable members. The Natural Gas Corpora- 
tion can sap : "You can go along in your own sweet 
way; we can put down every mile of pipe and make 
available a consumer service." I n  other words the 
Barbados Gas Company unlike the Barbados Electric 
Supply Corporation, does not have a in thiq 
country for the distribution and selling of gas to in- 
dividnal consumers. I wonder, as I have said before, 
if the enormity of the act which is now being com- 
mitted by the Government has dawned on honourable 
membem. 

Some honourable members on my right have 
said that we are buying a going concern. It is a 
eoing concern in the sense that i t  is going out of 
business; but not in the commercial sense of the term, 
t5at is, something which is an economic undertaking. 
There would be some justification 'for the purchase 
of the Barbados Gas Company on those terms by the 
Government or  by the Natural Gas Corporation, if 
h- Statute Law that Companv had a monopoly over 
the distribution of gas and i t  was a Universal Public 
TTtilitv. f i r ,  how can anyone in their right senses 
sup-est that we should buy the Barbados Gas Com- 
vanv after we have nassed the Natural Gas Corpora- 
tion Act of 1950 givinp the Natural Gas Corporation 
flill power to distribute Natural Gas themselves. We 
ex-en made it mandatorv that wherever the service 
v7as. the Natural C?RS corporation should s11pplv the 

to pnv indiviclnal consnrnc.rq on the same term. 
+hgt i t  ic! siinnlied to anvone in the n a r t i c ~ ~ l a r  area 
That therefor. n/Tr Rn0qlrc.r. iq the hackcrounrl 

skainst which the Government has now been induced 
to take over what is being described as a derelict 
concern. 

I think it is almost dishonest in trying to put 
over a Resolution of this kind. You have failed to 
state that the Barbados Gas Company from the date 
that this Agreement was made (when I say date, I an1 
using the word metaphorically) was faced with the 
prospect of being run out of the island by the distri- 
tution of Bottled Gas by the several companies in the 
ih~an~l .  I am going to say that i t  is going to  cost 
svmething like $30,000 a mile to put  down a pipe to 
distribute this gas, and i t  seems unlikely that any- 
where in %he next ten or  fifteen years this Govern- 
ment or the Natural Gas Corporation will be in a 
position to widen the present scope of its distribution 
so that the island as a whole would benefit. The 
Highwqays Commissioners of the parish of St. George, 
in lreeping with other parishes, are given $18,400 to 
put down one mile of parish roads per year. Now 
this p ip~l ine  %vhich is to be re-instated in  many 
places has a diameter of about two inches, but cer- 
tainly not more than three inches, because if i t  were 
more than that. it ~-,cnlil hax-e a greater diameter 
than that which comes from the main source. I n  
other words, in order to put  down 5,280 feet of pipe- 
linr ill  a narrow track i t  is going to cost twice as 
nzuch according to this Addendum than building a 
whole road itself. 

Now, all is not well in the State of Denmark, Mr. 
Speaker. 1 ~vould like to ask the Government since it 
is going to spend $661,254 on the 21,64 miles of main 
to complete the replacements that the Company now 
holds, ho~v can theS have the temerity t o  suggest that 
this is a Public Service and they are doing the elec- 
tors and taxpayers of this country a favour, and 
that we the unsuspecting public must consider our- 
selves I~xck,v to be able to buy the Gas Company a t  all. 
I invite the honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
to go to Air. Woodall, the Chairman of the Directors 
cP the Barbados Gas Company, and ask him if the 
:introduction of Bottled Gas into this country was 
v,)wplrtely unconnected with their decision t o  sell 
thc Company to the Government. I also invite the 
hononrable senior member for St. Joseph and his sat- 
tellites to go to Messrs DaCosta and Company Limi- 
ted and ask them what they think of the decision of 
the Barbados Gas Company to  foist this Company 
cn members of the Governor-in-Exwutive Committee. 
Alongside of that, without any reflection on what we 
have just passed even on the same date that  you have 
passed a Resohtion in this House for the Barbados 
E l~c~ t r i c  Supply Corporation Ltd., now the Barbado. 
Light and Power Company Ltd., t o  go on its own 
mray rejoicing in  the security and the taking over of 
the Company in keeping with the terms of the Act, 
from which they will derive the authority to provide 
electricity service throughout the island, do yoL1 
tl,ink that the time is now ripe for them to hand 
nx7er thc Barbado.; Gas Companx- to the GovernmentT 

Mr. Speaker. a t  this stage I beg to move the ad- 
ioi~rnmrnt of the ITous~ for three quarters of an 
hour 

Mr. ATJLIDER,: Rose to  . ~ p e n k .  
Mr. SPE SICER*: The question is that t h i ~  

House do now adiourn- 
1 Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, 1 did not second 

the motion for the adjournment 
Mr. SPEAKER: I was under the impression 

that t h ~  hon. member had seconded the motion. 
Mr. BARR,OW: I will resume my speech. [A 

MEIMBER: The hon. member has already taken hi; . seat.] It was intimated to me that the Hon. Leader. 
of the House wanted the adjournment. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I will clarify the matter. L 
was of the opinion that the hon. senior member for 
St. John had seconded the motion for the adjourn- 
ment, but the hon. member has said that he has not 
seconded it and I have $0 take his word. The hon. 
senior member for St. 'George took his seat having 
been under the impression that his motion had beell 
seconded by the hon. senior member for St. John. 
~f there is no seLonder of this motion 1 \\*l11 all011 
the hen. senior member for St. George to Continu.: 
his speech. 

Mr. BARROW: I thank you for your indui 
gence, sir. I n  view of the fact that I do not like tl- 
make statements without backing them up with sub 
stantial authority, I would like to draw Clause 9 of 
the Natural Gas Corporation Act 1950-56 to the at- 
tention of hon. members on the other side of the 
House, who do not take the trouble of reading the 
laws of Barbados. Clause 9 of the Act says this: 

(1) ~t shall be the duty of the Corporation, sub 
ject s s  hereinafter provided :-- 

(a) to manage and work any natural gas m- 
dertaking acquiredqby the Corporation under 
this Act; 

(b) to establish, manage and work such natural 
gas undertakings as may be required izl the 
public interest. 

I think that will answer the query made by th* 
hen. junior member for St. Lucy when he enquired 

the Natural Gas corporation had any power 
to acquire any undertaking. 

(c) to a,dvise the Governor-in-Executive Con1 
rnittee, if so required, on all matters relat 
ing to the searching for, winning, getting 
storing, treating, use and distribution of 
natural gas. 

(2) For  the purpose of sub-section (1) of this 
section the Corporation may- 

(a) acquire licences or leases under the Petrn 
leum Act, 1950; 

(b) distribute and sell natural gas either ill 
bulk o r  to individual consumers, in  any 

9, the Corporation has the power to do all these 
things before the Government brought down this 
Resolution. The Corporation had, the power to 
carry out the following functions:- 

(a)  the manufacture, provision, sale letting on 
hire connection, maintenance, repair re- 
moval of any natural gas fittings; 

(b )  the maintenance of shops and showrooms 
for the display, sale and hire of natural gas 
equipment of all kinds ; and 

(c) the advertisement of such natural gac 
equipment whether by way of demonstra- 
tion, exhibition or otherwise. 

8.55 p.m. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like to pause there 

for a little moment. What power have they in  any 
way remotely or ancillary to the sale to the in- 
dividual consumer of natural gas, (or any kind of 
gas for that matter) as has now accrued to the 
Natural Gas Corporation which they did not al. 
ready possess and not only possessed but were in  2 
better position to provide and supply than the pres- 
ent Barbados Gas Company? I say, absolutely none 
I t  is a great pity that the Resolution itself did not 
make i t  clear in the Addendum or in the terms of 
the clauses of the Resolution with which we are ask- 
ed to concur that this new undertaking was to be 
a subsidiary or a Swindle and Death Company in- 
stead of the Natural Gas corporation. You are n0.v 
going to spend $1,000,000 when you need not to 
have spent one cent a t  adl. The position in respect 
of the Barbados Electric Supply Corporation is a 
horse of a different colour. I am wondering why the 
challenge thrown upon the then Government by that 
then august and conservative a body as the Bar- 
bados Chamber of Commerce to nationalise the 
Electric Company was not accepted and which u p  
to now they have declined to accept. 

NOW, Mr. Speaker, i t  is a great pity that in 
computing the price of $150,000 which is to be paid 
for the acquisition of assets of the Gas Company, 
the hon. senior member for St. Joseph ~ h o  in- 

part of the Island. troduced the Resolution did not deem i t  expedient 
m a t  are we taking over these derelict premises 

i n  Bay Street for? Sub-clause (C) says: 
(C) construct, recanstruct, maintain and operate 

natural gas plant, transmission pipes, dis- 
tribution pipes and all other plant, build 
ings and work necessary for carrying out 
their duties under this Act; 

(d) carry on all such activities as may appear 
to them requisite, advantageous or conveni- 
ent for or in connection with the discharge 
of their duties under sub-section (1) of t h i ~  
section. 

It may be argued by the initiated that that may 
be true, but you will have to compete with a Public 
TJtility Company. I would say in reply that con1 
petition has always inured to the benefit of the con- 
sumer. It may be further argued that the consum- 
ing public would have to buy appliances from t h ~ ,  
said firm af exorbitant prices, but the Act has takeis 
care of that because Clause 10 states:- 

" (1) I n  addition to the powers conferred by 
subsection (2) of Section nine the corporation may 
carry on all or any of the following particular func- 
tions. . . . . 7 7 

That is discretionary; if i t  is not an  economic 
proposition, if people can buy gas from any store 11; 

Bridgetown a t  a more reasonable price than the 
Corporation will sell it, then the Corporation in its 
discretion can refrain from carrying out those duties 
and so run the risk of incurring a loss. I n  addition 
to the powers conferred by subsection (2) of section 

to give US a break down of this amount. I believe 
that such a breakdown would be revealing. I do 
not want to say anything more on it because I con- 
sider i t  the duty of the person introducing this 
Resolution to give us a breakdown of this amount, 
and not for that duty to fall on any other member 
of this House to whom these figures would not nor- 
mally be available. 

I n  considering the Addendum to the Resolu- 
tion I would like to take up  a point made by the 
hon. junior member for the City and that is 
respect to the valuation. I think it was Your Holl 
our who drew to the hon. member's attention that 
the preamble to the Agreement recited that ths 
valuation has been made up  by Messrs Josepll 
Connell and Frank C .  Hutson, a copy whereof haq 
been served to us. I think, Mr. Speaker, that it 
must have escaped yoixr attention that i t  does ncit 
state on whose behalf that valuation was made; and 
it is rather significant in tke Addendum in the first 
paragraph that this phrase should occur:- "The 
purchase price is based upon independent y a k -  
tions." 

I n  other words, i t  is true that i t  is fairly clear 
fro111 the preamble to the Resolution that Messrs. 
Connell and Hutson made a valuation, but it is not 
so clear that that valuation is any one of the in 
dependent valuations which were referred to in 
the Addendum to the Resolution. That is a very 
significant point and following and pursuing that 
course, I would like to reiterate the question raised 
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by the hon. junior member for the City when hc 
enquired as to the identity of the persons who  mad^ 
the independent valuation of the Company's assets 

Now, like the other hon. members who havc 
spoken before me, I am more or less non-plussed bg 
the provisional estimated cost of renovation of gas 
distribution system which is made up  as follows:- 

" Cost of complete replac.:inent 
(approx. 21.64 miles of main) $661,254 

Less portion of Company 'S valua- 
tion still serviceable .... .... $ 44,747 

That is only the cost for renovating the exist. 
ing mains; there is no provision apart from the 
$18,000 to which I referred before for the extension 
of the services. The last part  of that estimate says: 

"Less portion crf C'omp.any7s valuakion still 
serviceable, $44,747. " 

That phraseology bites me; but there again 1 
feel that the hon. junior member for the City who 
scrutinises these BiUs with great care found a chink 
i n  the arm of the Government. As Your Honour told 
us, Messrs Connen and Hutson did make a valuation 
but the term valuation in  this Resolution is used 
in  three separate and distinct ways. I n  the preamble 
it is referred to as the valuation made by Messrs 
Joseph Connell and F'rank C. Hutson. I n  the first 
paragraph i n  the Addendum the clause used is that 
the purchase price is based upon independent valua 
tions (valuations in  the plural) and then in com 
puting the cost of renovating the system of dis 
tributing, the deduction is made of the Company's 
valuation still serviceable. I feel hon. members are 
entitled to an explanation. I see the hon. senior 
member for St. Joseph there thumbing his files. I 
consider that these debates, if they have served no 
other useful purpose, have drawn to our attention 
that  this Chamber performs purely a debating func- 
tion; i t  has no legislative authority; it has no dig- 
nity. I suppose, as a member has been so fond of 
telling us, we should read and refer to the material 
which is laid before us ;  and this said material 
which he should be fully acquainted with a t  the 
time of debate but which he is not, and which keeps 
him thumbing over the files which his secretaries 
have placed a t  his disposal days and days and even 
months before, but  which from his frequent excur 
sions through the Caribbean he has no time to read 

I feel that the points qaised by hon. mpmbers 
especially the more important ones are not going to 
be answered, and that the answers will remain 
the realms of the unknown until some public spirit- 
ed person discloses the full facts of these trans- 
actions to the general public. 
9.05 p.m. 

Mr. Spealrer, the true position of this trans- 
action will remain in  the realm of the unknown un- 
til some public spirited person discloses the facts to 
the general public. I feel that we could have made 
some better contribution if we could get the Minis- 
ters of the Government to read their papers. If thejr 
had warned us in the Five Tear Plan or warned us 
a t  the beginning of the session of the merits and 
demerits of this Resolution, they could haxre come 
in here prepared to make a full and frank disclosure 
of all the material facts effecting this Resolution in- 
stead of indulging in a policy of concealment, and 
conducting the affairs of Government in the con 
spiratorial ~vays and acts to ~ ~ h i c h  they are accns- 
tomed. 

Mr. Speaker, quite apart from a break down of 
figures which was not given to us and for which we 

are  now asking, quite apart  from the question of 
valuation of the assets as to how many they were 
and by whom they were made, I should like to ask 
the hon. senior member for St. Joseph this: (and I 
know he has volunteered a n  answer to the hon. 
junior member for the City) what does Paragraph 
'B' of the Schedule to this Resolution mean? I am 
sure there are some lay members apart from those 
members of the legal fraternity, who are completely 
unacquainted with this terminology. I would like to 
know a sounder interpretation than the one which 
is so shrewd m d  so cavalier to the hon. senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph. 

I should like to refer Your Honour to Par;.. 
graph "B" which is stating the assets of the Company 
refers to the following:- 

"A11 easements, way leaves, rights of way 
licences and other proprietory rights held possessed 
and enjoyed by the intending vendor in connection 
with its business or undertaking in  the said Island." 

I challenge the hon. senior member for St. 
Joseph to find the expreslsion "way leaves" in  the 
two competent authorities on legal phrases. A Copy of 
of one of them is available in this Chamber.1 chal- 
lenge him to h d  that expression anywhere in 
Shroud's Judical Dictionary or S i r  R(o1and Burrowes 
'Words  and Phrases Judicially Defined" I am sure 
the Hon. Premier did not read the Resolution and 
the schedule to  i t  when he suggested to the hon. 
junior member for the City what a '<way leave" 
is. Your Honour has been a school master and 
perhaps you would be able to tell him what a "waay 
leave" is. He said, that a "way leave" is a right 
of way; according to him a "right of lvay" is 
wore and more "rights of way" appertaining thereto. 
The normal terminology used in conveyances of this 
kind is: A l l  easements, profits, rights and 
licences." And that covers easements of light, 
rights of way, and every other kind of privilege 
enjoyed over the property either by persons or by 
the Government. But if there is one legal expression 
t?at you have expected to find in a conveyance or in  
agreement of this kind, is the word "profit"; 
because the privilege of taking someting out of 
another man's land naould be a privilege or right 
which would be naturally appertaining to such an 
organisation as the Natural Gas Corporation or the 
Barbados Gas Company. The one term which is 
always used in mining leases, and which is always 
used in the normal transfer of domestic wells from 
one person to another individual is left out; 
and bp wav of substitution we find an expres- 
sion which is as novel as  i t  is confusing-"w-dy 
leaves" which must have come off the Lunatic 
Asylum. 
9.15 p.m. 

I must emphasise this again: why should we a1 
ways have the experience of having the members of 
the Other Place sending back down to  u s  Resolutions 
and Bills and making caustic comments which ap  
pear in  the newspapers, tantamount to a n  accusa- 
tion that hon. members of this Chamber are ignora- 
muses and do not know what they are doing. The 
Executive Committee should perform its job of 
scrutinising carefully Bills which are drafted, and 
see in what way they affect the rights of the pub 
lic, or if they are done in  the proper manner and to 
the best advantage of the community. Today, for 
'the first time we hear of a new interpretation of the 
relationships existing between the Executive Com- 
mittee and the Crown Law Officers when the senior 
member for St. Joseph, said: "of course there are 
a lot of mistakes, but we have nothing to do with 
that ; i t  is an Agreement between the Solicitors and 
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the Natural Gas Company or words to that egect.' 
1L this Agreement has been drawn up in some clan- 
cest~rie lliaiiner between the Sdl~~' l~vra,  o t  6ne has 

Company and the Executive Committee had no con. 
trol over these inecnanation as l l i~ht  liller w ~ i n  
the remarks of the honourable senior member for 
St. Joseph , then I suggest to the Government that 
they let the Solicitors who drew up this Agreement 
pay for it. I think i t  displays a sense of irrespon- 
sibility for any 3linister to come into this Chamber 
and want to shelter behind the fact that he has not 
drawn up an  Agreement, but that the Crown Law 
Officers or the Crown Solicitor ha: drawn i t  up, but 
the Executive Coramittee had nothing to do with it 
although there are glariqg mistakes in the drawing 
up of this Agreement. I t  shows a complete lack of 
understanding of constitutional Government and 
complete failure of the responsibilities which fall 
on their shoulders to bring things into this House 
which have not been closely scrutinized; and the hon. 
senior member for St. Joseph has often told the 
junior member for the City. . ' V T ~  llliive already gone 
through these matters in Executive Committee anl{ 
if we send it down i t  will be "rigi~t." Now i t  mill 
r e sent back by the Other Place though they may read 
the debates of this House, and the members of thl 
public will get the impression that the members of 
the House are taking no interest in the legislatio~ 
j~':~icli cornes before uc. ; we st;!n?p~de it t,lrough the 
House we make no suggestionr or critieiyms, and i i  
i s  a good thing that we haxe a second Chamber other- 
~ i s e  the Parliament of Barbados would be made to 
iook like a bunch of nitwits in the eyes of the o t h e ~  
colonies! That is because of the recalcitrant attitude 
of the hon. senior member for St. Joseph whenever 
glaring mistakes are pointed out to them from tinle 
t o  time. There is hardly a Bill which comes before 
this House when the hon. junior member for the 
City and other hon. menibers do not have cause to 
draw the G1-overnment7s attention that due care ha,.; 
 lot been taken in the preparation of these matter;; 
which very often involve the expenditure of coloss~l 
sums out of the Public Treasury of this island. 

I n  paragraph (b) of Clause l of this Schedule 
mention is made of "way leaves"; the next thing 
we will have is "bay leaves" ! I may be ignorant 
and so are all hon. members; are you going to re 
peat "rights of way" so that we can understand 
when you have already mentioned i t  so that the 
people who read Dutch can understand? But  they 
have trampled on the desires and hopes of the un- 
suspecting electorate of Barbados and kept them 
ignorant of what was going on behind the scenes. 
they have kept them ignorant of the true state of 
the nation and of all those matters which vitally 
concern their day to day existence, but they hav? 
reached the stage where the iron has reached their 
souls. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is now eler- 
tioneering. 

Mr. BARROW: I am speaking on the remarks 
of the hon. senior member for the City; i t  is not 
nly intention to electioneer. Sir, appearances are 
deceptive; I am speaking on the remarks of the hon 
senior member for the City who has his constituents 
within earshot. It is only that they have been allow- 
ed to get away with these things and they are un- 
aware and completely unconcerned as to whether 
matters of this kind entirely impede these items 
which the members of the public expect them to 
carry out. 
9.25 p.m. 

I would also like the honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph to explain whether he is now saying 

that the $44,747 represents the assets of the Company 
in contradistinction to the pipeline, or is he saying 
that that represents the pipeline; and the reason why 
l ask for that explanation, is because I still have my 
doubts about it. I think that particular aspect of 
the question has been adequately dealt with from 
the criticisms made by the honourable junior mem- 
'Ler for St. Lucy and the honourable senior nieinber 
for the City. 

i come now to the financial implications of $1,- 
000,000 for which is the total sum that the Company 
is on the market. According to the document which 
has been laid on the table of the House today, the 
Government w'ithin the next twelve months will be 
going on the money market for another $15,000,00U 
to finance that scheme plus this million to buy out 
this Company and the six nlillion dollars. How ib 
(iovernment going to efect or act on the other 
schemes which the Government now finds itself obli- 
gated to embark upon? Since the Natural Gas 
Corporation is not strictly speaking a Government 
concern; i t  has legal status and personality of its 
o n n  independent of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee; since i t  must be run as a commercial un- 
dertaking. i t  seems to me that the Natural Gas Cor- 
poration will 'be competing for investment funds with 
i h ~  Gorernment, because these funds are not going 
to be raisrd under the two Loan Acts that are under 
the auspices of the Government. This particular 
loan of L1.000,000 must be raised by the Natural Gas 
Corporation as a commercial undertaking; and the 
Governnirnt has inhibited the chances of the Natural 
!+as Corporation getting this loan by doing something 
which I consider 6he most amazing piece of financial 
; i iggl i~~g that has 'heen engineered in the twentieth 
ccwtury. I n  other words, this aspect of the matter 
could not have been left to the Solicitors. The Gov- 
ernment in its wisdom has inhibited the chances of 
the Corporation getting this loan by putting the in- 
%er& rate on the loan at  41/27%, especially after I 
nointed out to then1 on a previous occasion that the 
Rank rate xyas not 41/!'j%. The rate on the money 
market is always y?s over the Bank rate and the 
~.rivate investor in Barbados would have to possess 
like the Hon. Minister for Communications in rela- 
tions to the Hon. Premier, a love which surpasses all 
1-nman nnderstandin~ to lend the Natural Gas Cor- 
7 oration mone~. at  41h% when on the money market 
h c  can get 6% and on investments in the United 
Rinwdom 1 1 ~  pall writ over the Rank rate. which 
the Conservative Governm~nt iq  England has push-d 
up to the highest peak within the last 27 years. 

Mr. Speaker, the only conclusion I can come to 
is that there are two inferences, and I am not willing 
to disclose which of them I.have arrived a t  in the 
process of my reasoning. The first conclusion, to 
17,-hich I can come is that the Government has some 
private benefrictor who has already volunteered to 
more or less take over the ru'atural Gas Corporation 
by lending it $1,000,000; and the next conclusion 
is, and I have hinted this before, that theY do not 
intend to raise the money a t  all until a Socialist Gov 
ernment gets 'tjack into power in England, and that 
r i l l  not be before the next five years. They intend 
to  raid thp Treasun~ of this island to uiidcr~n-ite this 
money until such time as the rate of interest comes 
down to accommodate what they have so unadvisedly 
5tated in the Resolution. There must be in any 
civiIised community some 1r;nd of liaison between 
pour legal advisers and your financial advisers and 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee as such; as  a 
matter of fact. Mr. S'peaker, one justification for 
having officials in your inner councils of Government 
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in  Colonial territories is that such a machinery should 
be placed at  your disposal. Well, if the machinery 
is there, I can only come to the conclusion that 
the persons responsible for maintaining the ma- 
chinery and seeing that i t  functions efficiently have 
not got the technical training and ability to get 
i t  running smoothly. The machinery of Government 
is probably more iniportarit than any other kind of 
machinery in  a civilised community; but when you 
hzve bakers doing a mason's job (and I am referring 
to certain Government officials) and when you have 
stevedores making pastry and cane cutters repairing 
motor tyres anddoing  upholstery, you must expect 
that kind of confusion which has, 'been created by this 
Xesolution before us. When you come to the present 
Ministry, I doubt that one single member apart from 
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph has 
even a suggestion to offer in the inner councils of 
Government, or even understand the nature and 
quality of what he is doing; and even if any  such 011s 
did understand what was the nature and quality of 
wahat he was doing, he would not know that what he 
was doing was wrong. 
9.35 p.m. 

I wonder if any of the Hon. Ministers have 
looked back on the terms and conditions undtir 
which leases were granted to the Gulf Oil Company. 
They were prospecting. The nature of prospectiiig 
is that you may or may not find the mine for which 
you are searching; but this 'hole' in the ground 
which the Gulf Oil Company probed (about six 
inches in diameter) this 'hole' in the ground i~ 
going to cost the taxpayers $78,000. Well, Mr. 
Speaker, I believe you mere a school boy during th? 
first World War when the following saying uTaj 
current: "If you 1;now a better hole you can go L, 

iit." For a hole to be worth $78,000 what a holy. 
to be in! If the Government had carefully scrutinise3 
the provisions of the lease granted to the Gulf Oil 
Company, i t  seems strange that they would have 
made this arrangement with the Gulf Oil Company 
because the mineral rights already belonged to the 
Government, taking into account every aspect there 
to, particularly the hole; i t  could not cost thein 5/-- 
to open such a hole; but to pay $78,W301 for i t  is 
something which appears to me that should be in- 
vestigated. If I knew a better hole than that on? 
I would go into it. But what a hole to be in#! The 
cost of that hole is more than that of many public 
and Government buildings erected in this island. 
Did they employ anyone to go and look a t  that, or 
did they rely on the omnipotence of the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph? I t  is not enough to 
come in  here having things only printed on a file. 
Government is not discharging its duties to the pub 
lic if they are afraid to voice their dissatisfaction 
or to query any item which, in their opinion, doer 
not entirely inure to the benefit of the public. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to draw your atten 
tion to- 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has 
drawn my attention to and I observe that there is 2 
lack of a quorum. I will have the bell rung fo! 
five minutes. 

Tha Bell was rung for five minutes. A member 
came into the House. 

Mr. BARROW: I persoilally feel, (to refer 
back to the Resolution itself) that some time limit 
should have been imposed in  this Resolution so that 
after a given time the Natural Gas Corporation 
mould no longer be able to draw on the Public 
Treasury. By leaving i t  open like this i t  does seem 
to suggest that the Corpora2ion will have an in- 
definite period for which they could draw from the 
Public Treasury. 

I have always been, , Mr. Speaker, a staunc:i 
advocate of public ownership of utilities which are 
wide spread in their operations, or in which there 
is a reasonable prospect of making their services 
and commodities universal; but I think that a 
protagonist- 

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, l beg J to  draw 
your attention to the lack of a quorum. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY entered the House un-3 
took his seat. 

Mr. BAXROW: When it comes to the subject 
of public ownership of essential services, I feel there 
is no member of this House who is a greater pro 
tagonist of public ownership of the economic under 

1 takings than myself; but let no one delude himglP 
l that the Barbados Gas Company in the light of moral 
1 conditions, in the light of the powers which already 
cxist and are vested in the Natural Gas Corporation 
itself, i11 the light of competition which they are 
already getting from a substitute of their service, 
and in the light of the shocking state of disrepair 
of their assets, and in the light of the state of verg- 
ing 011 insolvency, let no one delude himself that the 
public of Barbados apart from a few individu& 
like the I-Ion. Premier who have the doubtful pi-iv 
ilege of paying rather high rates for this commodity 
f1"oln the Barbados Gas Company, let 110 one delude 
hhse l f  that any benefit will inure to the worl~illg 
class people of this island, to the taxpayer in general; 
or to the Government itself from the acquisition or 
by the purchase of assets of the Barbados Gas 
Company. 
9.45 p.111. 

Like the other public utility company the Gas 
Company is almost entirely owned by aliens in the 
legal sense of the word; i t  is a foreign companl. I t  
has never been a large-scale employer of labour. 
Apart from the initial reconstruction, the periods of 
replacement and reneneal of pipelines, that Company 
has not been a large scale employer of labour. In 
view of the fact that no extension of the service is 
anticipated, and it is unlikely that the Natural Gas 
Corporation, apart from the initial period to which I 
have referred, mill be able to increase its staE so as 
to relie-ce the unemployment situation in this colony- 

At  tl6i.s stage MT. gpeoher lef t  the Chdr  artd 
the C,huirnzanl of Goimmittees took the Chair. 

Mr. BARROW: I n  view of those facts, as I 
was saying sir, I do not think i t  would be honest for 
any of the five Ministers to make any public state- 
ment that this Resolution is really in the interest of 
the people of Barbados. But  again there is always 
some nlachiavellian manoeuvre behind the expendi- 
ture of public funds in  this manner. I predicted 
over a ;year ago that the Deep Water Harbour would 
bc commenced three months of the date of the elec- 
tion, and the document which was laid on the table 
of this House to-day unwittingly disclosed that. Mr. 
i!lillbourn did not think t h i t  they would have him 
corroborate something which I had anticipated sev- 
eral nionths ago. 

You will remember, sir, that I said earlier in 
the debate that the Gas Company had not extended 
tits service beyond the parish of St. Michael. I n  
other words, another $616,000 is going to be spent in  
St. JGchael to the total dereliction of the other ten 
parishes in the island of Barbados to keep one man 
ill office on the eve of an election. I n  the same n'ay 
tnat the Aided Self-Help housing has been put  up011 
1,s. in the same way that all the pipes are put in the 
parish of St. Michael, this is another piece which 
fits illto the general jigsan- of the imagination of 
melllbers of the Government. No self-respectillg 
Government should take over an undertaking in this 
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&tate of insolvency; no self-respecting Socialist Gov- 
ernment should taKe over any kind of enterprise 
which is on the verge of liquidation and when i t  
faces the prospect oi enlightened competition. KO 
self-respecting Government should take over the 
assets of a Company which are only one quarter oi 
the prospective expenditure to bring the company 
up to the level of efficiency, in which i t  should have 
been operating for years, and has not even been ablt 
t u  extend ~ t s  services and make them available outside 
Bhe parish of St. Michael or to the people of the 
working classes. But the members of the Govern- 
ment in their arrogance consider that other persons 
m this island do not have sources of information ; 
that  other persons cannot make enquiries into the 
organisation of public departments, that other per- 
sons are not able to see behind the political manoeu- 
vre's of the Ministers and that other persons would be 
afraid to voice their opinion on any matter which, 
if the true facts had not been exposed, they would 
loist thi. upon the public as a measure for the 
kenefit of the island and as a gesture of the genuine 
Socialist policy of nationalisation;; but when you 
take all the facts which I have already outlined into 
consideration, the financial aspects of this Resolu- 
tion, the state of affairs of the company itself which 
has not been disclosed to the membem of the public 
by the Premier who considers a drive to the airport 
more important than a matter of this nature, when 
you take all the facts into consideration, the only 
persons who stand to benefit one iota from the 
transfer of these assets are not even the investors in 
this pro.pect, but a few expatriates and alien share- 
holders ia  the TTllited Kingdom. Have you ever look- 
ed a t  the balance sheet published by statute of the  
Barbado5 Gas Company? Have you ever seen the 
list of ~l:areholders, (the registered office is not in 
Barbado<), holy n111c.h tax does i t  pay in this island? 
9.55 p.111. 

Thov are the factors which should have been 
put b e f ~ l * ~  the Government. What is the rate of 
return over cost of production? That is one of the 
factors. Then, within what period does the GOT' 
ernmelit consider that the Natural Gas Corporatior 
would be able to make this a n  economic concern? 
None of those facts has been told us, but the public 
will be told in  va,gue and general terms: "look non 
that we have come to buy over the Gas Compan~: 
they have got up and criticised it." I can write their 
speeches for them. Every cent of the purchase pricc 
of the undertaking is coming out of the colony and 
when you buy t l e  pipes which are not manufactured 

locally but which will be here in time, as you look 
around the parish of St. Michael, which will be 
around election time, there will be a, great stir of 
activity. Lorries will be dumping stones from 
quarries and friends of persons; the roads will be 
dug up and in fact this place will be a place of 
confusion. You will not be able to pass your home. 
I n  other words, it is a systematic plan to deplete 
ihe  public resources of this island in  the interest 
of the person who represents the parish of St 
Michael and whose popularity is on the wane ant1 
who is now tottering on the brink of political ex- 
tinction, the person who has run  the whole gamut. 
of his ability and now has reached saturation point 
in his contribution in which even the feeblest mar: 
can now make a, better contribution. All theso 
things they must now turn  their factors to remain 
in office to the utter consternation of the more ell 
lightened members of this community. I am sure 
Mr. Acting Deputy Speaker, that everyone, not only 
in Barbados but in  the West Indies would have 
applauded them if this undertaking which has been 
so loosely described as a public utility were not thc 
subject of this debate tonight, but another publio 
utility whose control is vitad to the interest of any 
country which wants to expand its industrial activity 
and which public utility would be able to provide 
employment for the people of this island, who would 
like to have jobs, but cannot get them. Sir, to spend 
public money in a particular parish a t  a particular 
time for the personal aggrandisement of an  in- 
dividual member of a Parliamentary Chamber in my 
submission is the antithesis of Democratic Govern- 
ment, and the antithesis of constitutional rectitude 
and moral probity. 

Mr TUDOR, Mr. CRAWPO'RD and Mr. BAR-  
ROW left  the House. 

Tha attention of Mr. Acting D e p t y  Xpeaker, 
was cdle,d to the fact that there wTas no quorum, 
and !Mr. Acting Deputy Speaker o7ldRred that the 
Bell be rung. 

There stzlll was nlo quovzim. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. ACTING DEPUTY SPEAKER: There 
being no quorum, in accordance with the Rules of 
this House I now declare that this House do now 
adjourn until this day week, Tuesday, 21st June. 
1955 a t  3 o'cloclc p.m. 

This House now stands adjourned. 




