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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesdhy, 21st June, 1955. 

Pursuant to the adjournment the House of As- 
sembly met a t  3 o'clock p.m. to-day. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker) ; 
Hon. G. H. ADASIS, C.M.G., Q.C., B.A., ( P ~ e m k v )  ; 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H.  CUMMINS, C.B.E., M.D., C.M., 
(Mifiister of fiocid services) ; His Honour Mr. 
A. E .  S. Lms, ( D e ~ u t ~  speaker) ; Hon. M. E- Cox, 
(Mi'zister of Com'ntunicatiOns, Wads CIV8d Housing) ; 
Mr. h- E. SMITH, J.P., (Ckaiman of Comnlittees) ; 
14r. T. 0. BRYAN; Mr. F. C. GWDARD, (Leader of th'e 
Opposition) ; Mr. F. E.  M k n ~ ,  Mr. J .  C. M ~ T G E X ,  
dlr. V. B. VAUGHAN, Hon. C. E. TALMA, (Minister of 
Agriculture, Lands an'd fisheries) ; and Mrs. E .  E .  
BOURNE. 

Prayers were read. 

MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on 
the 29th March, 1955, having been circulated, were 
taken as read and confirmed. 

PAPERS LAID 

Hon. C. E. TALcMb: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
the hon. Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour I 
am commanded by His Excellency the Acting Gov- 
ernor to lay the following :- 

The Customs (Petroleum Products Bulk Stor- 
age) Regulations, 1955. 

The Exportation of on Manu- 
factured Articles) Regulations, 1955. 

G. H. Mr. Speaker, 1 am 
rnanded to lsy the Civil Establishment (General) 
(Amendment) No. 4 Order, 1955. 

i REPLIES 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I am command- 
ed to lay the following :- 

i - Reply to Question No. 16 asked by Mr. J. E. T. 
Brancker regarding the giving of time off to  casual 

- - - - -_ - 
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Reply to Question No. 35 asked by Mr. F. E, 
JIiller regarding the installation of water services in 
St. George. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMNIINS: Mr. Speaker, I am 
commanded to lay the following:- 

Reply to Question No. 42 asked by Mr. T. 0. 
Bryan regarding the erection of Communal Baths 
and Latrines in the Jackson area, St. Michael. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES, 

Government Notices were given as follows :- 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Resolution to place the 

sum of $10,0@0 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in- 
Executive Comlnittee to supplement the Estimates 
1955-'56, Part  I, Current, as &own in Supplementary 
Estimate 1955-56, No. 12, which forms the Schedule 
to the Resolution. 
?.zz p.lll. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker, in  connection 
ith the ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ t i ~ ~  to place the sum of $ 1 0 , ~ ~  at  , 

the disposal of the Goverl~or-in-Executive Committee 
etc., I beg to glive izotive of my intention later on i n  
the day to move the snspension of Rules 88 and $9. 
The Resolution is to provide for some money to be 
sent to St. Lucia to help those people who have sof- 
fered in the Soufriene disaster. 

C. E. TALMA: 
Eegulations entitled " The Customs (Petroleum Pro- 
clucts Bulk Storage) Regulations, 1955". 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Resolution to approve the 
Order entitled "The Civil Establishment (General) 
(Am'ndment) No. ' Order' 

" 
Hon. C. E. TALMA: Bill to consolidate and 

amend the Acts of this Island relating to Factories. 

PRIVATE NOnCES 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to givu 
notice of my intention to move the adjournment of 
the House to discuss a matter of public importance. 
I refer to the Speech of the Headmaster of Harrison 

made at the last 'peech Day' 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. J .  C. MOTTLEY: (On 'behalf of the hon. 
senior member for St. Philip). 

To enquire of the appropriate Minister:- 
Will the Government consider the granting of a 

gratuity to Mr. James Weekes who has been called 
llpon to retire after eleven (11) gears service a t  the 

44 
employees for Sports Meetings, etc. Home Agricultural Xtat.ion, St. Philip. 
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BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

Hon. C. E. TALbfA: I beg to move that the Bi:l 
to consolidate and amend the Acts of this Island 
relating to Factories, be now read a first time. 

Hon. M. E. COX : I beg to second that. 
The question w m  put and agreed to. 

SUSPENSION OF RULES 

G a s  Company Limited and the Natural Gas \Tell 
known as Turner Hall No. 1 and generally for ac- 
quiring and utilising other further sources of gas 
and renovating and expanding the Gas distribution 
system. " 

There are three distinct things that relate to. 
the purpose of seeking the sanction bv Government 
of t6e proposed million dollar loan. I Section (c) of the Resolution saySWthis: that ap- 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rules 
88 and 89 be now suspended. 

IIon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: I beg to second 
tilat. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Speaker, I am not opposing 
that motion; but when the hon. member gave notice 
to-day of his intention to move the suspension of 
Rules 88 and 89, did he mean that those Rules should 
be suspended for the whole day's sitting merely to 
deal with the Resolution concerned? Because if the 
hon. member has asked leave to suspend the Rules 
for the entire day's sitting, there must be something 
else new' that he intends dealing with to-day. m a t  
else is i t  that he intends to bring in?  

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, there is no 
other money Resolution given notice of to-day that 
we shall be dealing with to-day. Only a person with 
a mentality like that of the hon. junior member for 
the City could suppose that we would be bringing 
in something else or some other money Resolution 
to-d;tv and also dealing with i t  to-day. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 decidedly used the words "in 
ponilection with Soufriere" when giving notice of my 
intention to  move tha susnension of the Rules in order 
to deal with the Resolution for $10,000. 

RESOLUTION FOR TAKING OVER 
OF GAS COMPANY 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 
you will remember that a t  the last sitting of the 
House, we adjourned before the Order paper 
fixed. Anyway, I am asBing now that Order No. 2 be 
proceeded with as the first Order of the Day. 

Mr. SPEAKEE:  The hon. member is asking 
leave to proceed with Order No. 2 as the first Order 
of the Day. Unless there is any objection leave will 
be granted. 

There being no objectiorz leave was grmted the 
hon. member. 

Mr. VAUGHAN : Mr. Speaker, after the ex- 
plosive nature of the criticism coming fro= hen. 
members on last Tuesday, i t  is absolutely amazing 
to discover that the majority of the statement? made 
by those opposing the ~'esolution have, in reality, 
c o  function to the Resolution. I ,  and I do not know 
how many others, got the impremion that the Reso- 
lutian proposed to sanction the payment of one mil- 
lion dollars by the Natural Gas Corporation to the 
Farb'ados Gas Company. Another impression which 
was piven by the manner and statements made was 
that the Natwal Gas Corporation was buying nothing 
but land from the Gas Company at the price of $2.25 
per square foot. 

Now sir, I want to dispel the illusions which 
leritimatelv can be held by those people who heard 
+hose ~tatements made by  certain hon. members on 
this side of the table. I propose to dispel those illu- 
sionq %.c- taking the Resolution Clause by Clause and 
comm~ntinv on the nature of each clause. 

VOW sir. in the introduction to the R4esolution, 
Section (b) states :- 

"That the Natural Gas Corporation FP author- 
ised to raise a loan of $1 million by instalmente for 
the purpose of acquiring the assets of the Barbados 

proval be given for the guaranteeing by the ~ o v e r n -  
inent in accordance with sub-section two of sectloll 
16 of the Natural Gas Corporation Act, 1950, of the 
raid loan to be raised by the Corporation;" 

1 will take the Schedule and deal with it section 
by section. 
z.35 p.m. 

Section 1 of the Schedule establishes the legal 
formality of the Natural Gas Corporation paying 
$1 to the Gas Company for the option of negotiating 
the purchase. Now the purchase from the Gas Com- 
pany includes lands, buildings, plant, office furni- 
ture, motor and other vehicles, stock-in-trade and 
implements enumerated in the valuation etc. That 
was paragraph ( a )  of Section 1. Paragraph (b) of 
the same Section establishes the right ~+hich  pre- 
viously existed with the Gas Company as a business 
concern, that these rights be transferred to the pros- 
~ec t ive  customers. Paragraph (d)  establishes the pric7 
proposed to be paid for these lands, buildings etc., 
plus the rights etc.; and the pric.i stated in the: 
section is &31;000 or $148,000, and not a million dol- 
lars which could easily give the impression that the 
price is one million dollars. Approximately the cor- 
poration proposes to pay $150,000 in round figures 
for the assets of the Gas Company as mentioned in 
the different paragraphs of Section 1. 

Section 2 of the Schedule establishes that "the 
option shall 'be exercised by a notice in  writing of 
its intention to purchase." An Agreement had to be 
made; i t  has not yet been made, i t  is the proposed 
Agreement to be sanctioned by the Government. The 
Agreement is not bound to be sanctioned by the Gov- 
ernment; the Agreement does not become operative 
until the Legislature passes it. The price is not calcu. 
lated on any area of land but  on the entire assets 
of the Gas Company, and to carry the matter fur- 
ther the impression was given that $2.50- 

J4r. SPEAKER,: I am hearing more than one 
sppalier and the rules of this House particularly state 
,'thzt there must be no interruption  he^ an hon. 
member is on his feet. If I hear any interruption T 
,,ill rule it out of order. 
. Mr. VATJGHAN: This $150,000 is for the land, 
buildings etc. It is not calculated, as the impressioit 
15,as given and received, that $2.50 per square foc t 
is being paid for the land. Nowhere in this Reso- 
lution can that be interpreted. I shall establish tha 
by &ipping the other sections for the time being 
and quoting Section 7. That section say this. 

7. The quantity of land is believed and shall be 
taken to be Thirty-nine thousand square feet but 
if the same shall be found by a survey and plan, 
l\hich the intending vendor will furnish, to be in- 
correct compensation shall be allowed or given b y  
the intending vendor or intending purchaser as the 
case may require calculated a t  the rate of Two dollars 
and twenty-five cents per square foot. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have heard the hon. senior 
member for St. Philip interrupting. I wgarn the hen. 
member that if he persists in  doing so I will have him 
ramed. 

Mr. GRAWFORD: I am merely telling the hon. 
member that he was misquoting. 
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Mr. SPEAIIEB: The hon. membcr Ca.; not 
privilege to make an aside whicn may lead to intel- 
rupkion. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Speaking in an aside? 
Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is interrupt- 

ing ; he cannot speak now. 
Mr. VAUGHAN: I have quoted Section seven 

~yhich I interpret to mean tbat if the land is found 
to be more than 39,000 square feet whatever is the 
difference between that area and the final survey, 1: 

it is W square feet or 500 square feet; the Natura' 
Gas Corporation will pay the difference. If the final 
survey is l e s s  than 39,000 square feet then the G ~ J  
Company has to pay the d~fference of whatever i~ 
might be to the purchaser which is the Natural Ga:, 
Corporation. [Cheers.] 
3.45 p.m. 

Section eight deals with the delivery of the title 
deeds of the Gas Company. 

Section 3 says that "during t l ~ e  period of the 
~ p t i o n  the intended purchaser and its staff and 
advisers shall have free acce;s to the premises of 
the intended vendor and every part thereof and of 
its undertaking and every part thereof with full 
free right liberty and licence to interview all or any 
of the employees and other persons having bushless 
with the intending vendor." 

Section 4 seeks to establish the time for the com- 
pletion of the purchase and goes on to say that "the 
intending vendor and all necessary parties (if any) 
will execute all proper assurances of the property 
t j  the intending purchaser but the itamp duty or 
duties thereon will be paid by the intending vendor 
2:nd the intending purchaser in equal shares." 

Section 5 makes arrangements that if the in- 
tending purchaser shall exercise the said option and 
duly complete the said purchase according to this 
sgreement the intending vendor shall give credit to 
the intending purchaser on accourlt of the said pur- 
chase price for the said sum of One dollar and the 
ttmount of the said deposit. If the intending pur- 
chaser shall not exercise the said option the said 
sum of One dollar shall belong to the intending vend- 
c r  absolutely and if the intending purchaser shall 
exercise the said option but shall subsequeiltly fail 
to complete the said purchase in accordance with 
this agreement the said sum of One dollar and the 
said deposit shall become the absolute property of 
the intending vendor who may re-sell the property 
as it shall think fit and recover the expenses and any 
deficiency in price on such resale (after giving credit 
for the said deposit) from the intending purchaser 
as liquidated damages and i t  shall not be necessary 
for the intending vendor to previously tender an 
assurance for the property to the intending pur- 
chaser. 

Section 6, as I have said is for the title to the 
land and buildinps. I have already interpreted Sec- 
tion 7. 

Section 8 establishes that the intending purchaser 
shall deliver in writing to the intending vendor's 
solicitors its requisitions and objections, if any, in 
respect of the title to or description of the free- 
hold property sold or otherwise arising out of this 
~creement within founceen days from the delivery 
of the title deeds and its observations, if any, on any 
replies to such requisitions and objections within 
ten days after the delivery of such replies and every 
requisition or objection not so delivered shall be 
deemed to be waived. 

Section 9 establishes that if the intending pur- 
chaser shall make or insist on any objection or requi- 
sition which the intending vendor shall be unable 
or unwilling to satisfy or comply with i t  may (not- 
withstanding any attempt to remove or satisfy the 
same or any negotiation 3r litigation in respect 

thereof) by notice in writing to the intending pur- 
chaser or its solicitor rwcipd this agreement upon 
repaying the deposit without interest costs or com- 
pensation to the intending purchaser who shall accept 
the same in full satisfaction of all claims under 
I contract or otherwise howsoever. The intending 
purchaser shall thereupon return to the intending 
vendor the title deeds and all papers belonging to 
the intending vendor in its possession in connection 
with the said sale. If the intending purchaser within 
seven days after receiving notice to rescind with- 
draws the objection or requisition the notice to rescind 
shaI.1 be withdrawn also. 

Section 10 seeks to establish the right of posses- 
sion to the purchasing Company and the division of 
parochial taxes as they should be between the two 
parties on the date of completion of the purchase. 

Section 11 deals with the matter of insurance. 
Section 12 deals with pension rights of the em- 

ployees of the Gas Company, i t  says that if this 
option is exercised the intending vendor shall make 
its own arrangements with regard to pensions for 
those of its employees or ex-employees whose services 
are not required or retained by the intending pur- 
chaser. As regards those employees who continue 
in the employment and service, of the intending pur- 
chaser, the intending vendor will meet any liability 
in making provision for that part of the employees' 
pensions attributable to their period of service with 
the intending vendor. 

That is, the new purchasing Company, the 
Natural Gas Corporation, will not be responsible for 
the pension of employees who would no longer be 
employed by the Barbados Company and that the 
Company will be responsible for part of the pension 
of those remaining in the employ of the new pur- 
chasers. Those who will not remain in the employ 
of the Natural Gas Corporation will not receive any 
pension from the new purchasers; those who will be 
retained will recieive part of the pension calculated 
at the time that they became employed by the pur- 
chasers. 

I said just now that the Agreement has not 
been sanctioned. Before i t  can be an Agreement it 
has to be passed by the I~egislature of this island 
and has to be ratified. [A VOICE : It does not 
say so.] I t  does say so. Section 13 says : 

13. This agreement is condifional upon : 
(a)  The same being ratified by a resolution 

of a general meeting of the intending 
vendor ; 

(b) the approval of the Governor-in-Execu- 
tive Committee ; 

(c) the Legislature of Barbados; 
(d) the Public Utilities Board. 

The Sgreement is conditioncl on that. 
Section 14 says that any notice under this 

Agreement shall be sent by a registered letter to 
the intenqing v,endar ad4fiessed to its registered 
office in this island, and to the intending purchaser 
by a registered letter addnessed to its office in this 
island. Let me say that if this Legislature does not 
sanction this Agreement nothing takes place. 

Those are the sections which deal with this 
Agreement. 

We come now to the Addendum which is the 
explanation in detail of the proposed loan of 
$1,000,000. The first cost we see is for renovating 
the system of distribution, and it comes to $161,507. 
The second item is for the acquisition of the assets 
of the Gas Company for which it is proposed to 
pay $150,000. I have mentioned already what com- 
prised these assets. Well sir, it was represented that 
this $150,000 could be the only payment for a White 
Elephant. I will quote some figures which show the 
sale since the establishment of the Natural Gas Cor- 
poration to the Gas Company and these figures are 
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for the first three years of the operation of the 
Natural Gas Corporation. The Natural Gas Gor- 
roration sold to the Gas Company the following 
amouiit of Xatural Gas:- 

1931-52 .... .... $41,640 
1952-33 .... .... $69,924 
1953-54 .... .... $72,830 

Total .... $1811,394 

They have in this Resolution to buy 
that entire Collipany for $150,000. 
3.55 p.m. 

I will repeat what I said: for the first thre- 
years the Natural Gas Corporation sold gas to the 
amount of $184,000; alld they are proposing to buy 
this sanie Gas Conlpany now for $150,000. 

s i r ,  i t  seems to me that the Natural Gas Corpora- 
tion proposes to buy a business; that is thle proposi- 
tio11. They are not buying land; they are taking 
over a bo~iness if the Natural Gas Corporation could 
sell the Gas Company gas at  the rate of 77 cents 
Per cubic foot- The Gas has to 
operational expenses, administrative expenses and 
make a profit. I t  is a private enterprise. L A  : 
I t  makes no profit, i t  pays no income tax.] The same 
business inay be carried on by the Natural Gas 
Corporation at a lost, since i t  has not got to make 
the same profits as a private be 
expected to make. Ineidentall~, since the Natural 
Gas Corporation has taken over from the B.U.0.C. 
they have charged 23 cents less the Gas Company 
for a thousand cubic feet. The British Union Oil 
Compalig sold gas to the Gas Company a t  a differ- 
ence per thousand square feet. The Natural Gas 
Corporation can afford to sell 77 cents Per 
cubic feet;  and they have sold gas at that price 
and still made mane?-. For the three years of opera- 
tioii there is a surplus amount of $30,282 after 
payi1lg 'l1 expenses, parochial tax and 
everything else in the year 1951-52; and an hon. 
socialist on this side the table says that is no 

well be justified in refusing to invest such an enor- 
mous capital for the small i~eturns which they would 
be receiving, but a public corporation does not have 
t~ operate on the same principles. My speculation 
is as good a s  any other. Rather than invest a sub- 
stantial sum for equipment, they ane prepared to 
sell the business; especially to the Government who 
is not looking for [VOICES Hear ! Hear !] and whn 
does not have to reap the samle profits as a private 
company. It is a public utility and if Government 
requires it, then it will be for the benefit of the con- 
sumers who use the gas. I am sure that the con- 
sumers of gas of the public corporation will pay less 
for a thousand cubic feet than they are paying to 
the present Gas Company; and the 
still clear expenses. The corporation made a profit 
wholesaling the gas to their biggest customer, that 
is the Gas Company lrholn they are now proposing 

buy Over. 
4.05 Pam. 

Therefore, i t  inay be an &fierent good 
k.u~iness v e n t ~ ~ r e  by the Natural Gas Corporation. 
They do not have to operate on the same basis. I 
have shown that they have to their biggest 
customer cheaper than the B.U.O.C. sold to the same 
custolner and still they have made a profit. 

N ~ ~ ,  sir, i t  is interesting when we hear remarks 
a =white and more in. 

teresting when we hear of the criticism of paying 
$78,000 for the new Gas Well to be and 
liliown as Turner ~ ~ 1 1  N~ 1. I may inform 
House that I have figures here of the cost of the 
~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ l  ass plant including one oas well,  and from 
this one well the Gas Company has been selling all 
its 1t has been with one well and 
the sales from that weL1 were $71,000 for the fint 
year, $102,000 for the second year and $97,000 for 
tile third year making a total of $27,0,000 for the 

~h~~ paid $90,648 for the ~ ~ u . 0 . C  
plant in~luding its well from which they sold that 
$272,000 worth of gas. They acquired a new well 
at  $78,000. Sir, a t  the latest test of this gas well 

money. That shows the conception of this period of I the number of cubic feet still remaining for distribIl- 
socialism. 

Yr. SPEAKER : To whom is the 
referring ? 

'lr : I am referNng to the 
member. on my left. I n  the first operational year 
this Natural Gas Corporation had $137364 after Pay- 
ing income tax of $8,000 to the Gomernment; all other 
expenses of course paid. In the year 1952-53 
they earlled a net income of $17,0,00 after income tax 
of $11,000 was paid, and i n  1953-54 all the salaried 
and operational expenses having been taken out, they 
earned a net income of $5,424 after paying income 
tax of $21,000 and odd dollars. I t  will be realised 
then if ill their wholesale trade they could earn the 
surplus and earn the net income as I have quoted, 
after paying income tax of $20,000 UP to the elld 
of the last operational year, that is 1954, i t  will 
readily be realised that after they take over the 
Gas Colllpan~ its business, they have not got 
to charge the new customers a t  the same rate at 
~rhich tlie Gas Company charges them. They have 
a11 asset; they are the suppliers of the gas. The gas 
ollly cost them the expense of running it and that 
can be l'educed by the accountallts of the Natural 
(?a.; Corporation. 

So, Mr. Speaker. YOLI can well see that this is a 
business venture. I have no doubt about it, this is 
a busine.s venture that is proposed by the Natural 
Gas Corporation. There are many spec~~latioiis and 
tliere are only speculations; and one speculation is 
as  good as another. Why is the Gas Company closing 
down t 

A ~ o m p a l i ~  expects quick retoms;  quick returns 
mean s1lhstantial r e t ~ m s -  A private Company may 

tion or still capable of production was 1,748,374,000, 
and after three years of operation the Natural Gas 
Corporation produced and sold an average of 115 
million cubic feet from this one well. My point h 
tllat the ~~~~~~l corporation has earned 
$272,000 in three years and they have remainin? 
ga3 which if produced at the same annual rate, 
there would be suffieipllt ill the lVpll to last for 15 

Maks the calculat~oll of 1,748,378,000 and 
divide i t  115 nlil;ion, alla you will see that it will 
give fifteen reserve if produced at the same. 
rate. You will see quite easily Prom those figures that 
$78,0.@3 is ill 110 \fray fantastic to pay for a producing 

I am totally in agreement that the Government 
is not paying one penny too much to the Gas Corn- 
pany for the prospective business which can legiti- 
mately be assessed from the history of the Natural 
Gas Corporation's business so far, because i t  must 
he remembered that they have to only a feTv 
customers; alld with the scquisition of the Gas Com- 
pany they lvill be adding a considerable number of 
customers. By their 0 ~ 1 1  proposals of extellsion of 
the gas business, in the proposals for the expansion 
of the distribution which is included in this $616,000 
to be paid for the equiplnellt of the Gas Company 
and rihich the Colnpany is shunning away from, i t  
inay 13~ell be seen, alld I am conlineed in my mind, 
that just as the acquisition from the B.U.O.C. of 
this plant and well has proved to be profitable busi- 
iless through this Government's agency, the acqmsi- 
tion of the Gas Company by the Corporation will be 
a profitable venture by the Natural Gas Corporation. 
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I have shown figures which unless the plant 
and the project fail, will be acknowledged as a logi- 
cal deduction. I have shown that the Xatural Gas 
Corporation is not purchasing land merely; i t  is 
purchasing a business. It is not paying $1 niillion 
as the erroneous impression has been given by some 
statements. I at  one time actually felt that what 
was being done was fantastic, but I had not yet 
studied the Iiesolution. I have studied the 13,esoiu 
tiori minutel;~ since, aiid I have come to the conclu- 
sion that the statements made, so fa r  as I know 
and the atomic-like voracity of the attack could have 
been reserved by those members who made it for a 
more necessary occasion and for a less august occa- 
sion in this ancient and honourable House. I am 
satisfied that the proposed Agreement golie into 
by the Natural Gas Corporation and the Gas Com- 
pany which is before this House for ratification- 
1 am quite justified in giving my vote for i t ;  I am 
justified in doing so by my political conviction and 
business comnionsense [Lmghter] . I have shown 
that the Natural Gas Corporation has not got to 
make i11 the same amount in the operation of the 
Gas Company; they have not got to expend $616,000 
a year. This is a permanent asset and the figures 
which I have quoted showing the profit and the 
accumulated surplus of the Corporation come after 
covering a multitude of substantial expenses I11 

renewing and extending the purchase from B.U.0.C; 
Lots of money have been spent in capital. Sal- 

aries have been raised; prices have been reduced 
and yet the Corporation has made a profit. I have 
no more argument to make, and the answer if there 
is any, can only be one of prej-udice. 
4.15 p.m. 

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, in defence of pub- 
lic political moraiity and the good of the public, 
I unlike my hon. colleague would have to vote against 
the passing of this Resolution. I have listened care- 
fully to him and he has convinced me very success- 
fully that he is wearing his harness very uncom- 
fortably. The hon. member opened his speech by 
saying that one anticipated hearing something very 
constructive on the Resolution, but all those hopes 
had been thrown to  the ground. The reason why 
he said so was because be wears his harness very 
uncomfortably. One knows how difficult i t  is when 
one has to walk a taut rope. 

Sir, the reason why I cannot vote for the passing 
of this Resolution as i t  stands, is because those who 
have the knowledge of the history of the Barbados 
Gas Company are saying that the concern has been 
failing for a considerable number of years. During 
the seventeenth and the 'eighteenth centuries when 
we depended on the snuff-bottled lamp and candles 
for lighting, the introduction of gas was considered 
revolutionary. It was our best m'eans of heating 
and lighting until electric cnrrent came about. Since 
then it has been fading gradually; and as fa r  as the 
Barbados Gas Company is concerned, this Company 
has been fading faster than other companies in Eng- 
land, Canada, Ainerica and so on. I have had some- 
thing to dotvith this company; I dealt with its appli 
snees some ycars back by way of marketing them, 
amd I can say that the then manager of the Com- 
pany, BIr. Bro~vn, tried his best by experimenting 
a t  that plant in producing by-products from gas. 
and he did so only in an attempt to make the cornpally 
a paying concerli. He failed and he left the Com- 
pany and  vent back to England. Mr. Young, he 
~ e c e n t  Managcr came down and tried his best and 
he too has failed. 

I was a member of a Select Committee that was 
set LIP bv this Honourable Chamber to go into the 
possibilities of permitting that company the oppor- 
tnnity to increase its rates. We had the Govern- 
ment Analyst to advise us on that Committee and 

the findings were that the Company, according to the 
price i t  was then paying for natural gas was making 
.ufficient to pay its way at  that time. However, 
there was much discussion and eventually, against 
the recornmelidation of that Select Committee, this 
Chaniber gave the Company permission to increase 
-ts rates. Statements were made a t  that time to 
ihat effect that gas was leaking from the Company's 
lines, and the hon. junior member for St. George 
spoke very determinedly ill the interest of the oon- 
sumers; and the then Manager of the Company, 
Mr. Young, admitted that the whole set of pipeline 
was in a bad condition, therefore the gas was leaking 
in an extensive manner into the earth. It was also 
told by th'e Manager that the existing well or wells 
from which they were acquiring natural gas had 
L very limited supply, therefore they were not sure 
for how long they would be able to operate this well. 
I t  is surprising to hear now how generous is the 
supply of that we11 or wells, aiid what a great poten- 
tiality this Company would be to the Government's 
investments. 

Mr. VAUGHAN : Mr. Speaker, I rise on a 
point of explanation. The capacity of the gas well 
as referred to by me may be found in  all three of 
the reports so f a r  issued by the Natural Gas Cor- 
poration. That Corporation would have to be the 
liar, not me. 

Mr. ALLDER : Mr. Speaker, I did not refer 
to my hon. colleague as the only medium from which 
that information would com8e. Certainly, I do feel 
that he was quoting from the Report. I have not 
said that he gave that information, but  I sjaid, that 
the well or wells had a very limited supply, therefore 
there was an uncertainty of the future of the Com- 
pany. I am saying now that i t  is very surprising 
that whoever was responsible for the drawing up of 
such a report could express such optimism in respect 
of the supply of Natural Gas which might be or 
might not be theue. 

The hon. member has certain theories and he 
uses them very conveniently; at  one time he user 
them for one purpose and a t  another time he us?; 
them for another purposp. I am disappointed t? 
hear that the hon. member after boasting of' his busi- 
ness acumen should also forget this point: there are 
some principles in commerce. Regardless by whom 
they are demonstrated, where whatever methods pri- 
vate investors may use in obtaining the profits on 
their investn~ents, the sa,me principles should be 
applied by Government. Principles are principles ; 
and they do not change when the individuals concern- 
ed have changed. 'C17hy should the Government be 
cnly interested in running plivatt: Schemes? Why 
should the Government 'be encouraged to invest only 
when they will fail? 

The fact is that there are several factors which 
will prevent the Government from achieving suffi- 
cient benefits after taking over this concern. Th? 
assets which the Government proposes to pay 
$150,000 for h a w  been reducing themselves for many 
many years, and there is a greater possibility for 
them to continue reducing themselves in value. I 
will give this instance: if this Company were a pay- 
ing concern. the present owners in England and the 
local shareholders whom we know are astute business 
men w o ~ ~ l d  not br so ~~i l l inr r  to release it f o r  Govern- 
ment purposes. TTre see the Tame qharc-holders hold- 
ing shares in  other public utility companies; and th- 
mere suggestion to bring about nationalisation causeil 
thein to get up in arm and assist their kind in Lqondon. 
%Thy don't they suggest that Rodiff~~sion Ltd., which 
is an educational institution and a source of propn- 
ganda which any Government should control an,l 

l which any intelligent Government should make a11 

1 attempt to control, why do they not suggest to Gov- 
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ernment to make an  attempt to take over control o, 
that. No, they do not say that. The suggestion 
about the Electric Company caused a big row; and 
the hon. senior member for St. Joseph knows that 
too. 

The Telephone Company whose rentals are some- 
times higher than rentals of certain business places 
around this island, has made no suggzstion about 
selling to the Government shares in that company. 
From 17 years ago when a former manager A,. 
Brown was herz, the Gas Company started to lose 
its business; and the only thing that 1;ept them aliv,. 
kyas the fact that the St. achae l ' s  Vestry allowed 
them to keep a few lights burning around the streets 
merely because certain members of this body hacl 
interest in the Gas Company. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speakzr, I rise on a pain, 
of explanation. Not a single member of the St. 
&lichae17s Vestry is a shareholder in the ,Gas Company 

Mr. ALLDEE: Mr. Speaker, the hen. junior 
xiember for Christ Church is a business man in 
private enterprise and he knows much. The h011 
member knows (and other members know i t  too) 
that there are some members of that Vestry who 
have or still have interest in that Company; I dc, 
not want to call names. The hon. member know, 
that too. One can easily see why having such infit,- 
ential local shareholders as guardians of the company, 
it, is being dumped m Government. It appears to 
me that if i t  were owned exclusivzly by an English 
firm, the Government might not have keen so willing 
tc. throw a million dollars into the street. 

The hon. member who has just spoken has tried 
to compare the successful running of the Natural 
Gas Corporation with the running of the Gas Corn- 
pany. The profits made by the Natural Gas Corpora 
tion should be nothing to do with the Barbados Ca. 
Company. All that the hon. member in my humble 
opinion was suggesting, was that because you have 
made a couple olf thousand dollars in the Natural 
Gas (Corporation you should throw it away in 
the Barbados Gas Company; that is what the hall 
member has suggested in his argument. There are 
two commercial concerns and one has a profit; 
2nd the hon. member thinks that when he says that ' 
the Natural Gas Corporation because it has been able 
to show profits for three years, that these profits for 
gas w111 have been- 

VAUGHAN: I rise On a point 
of explanation. - The profits have actually been more 
than that. I said "the accumulated surplus". That 
is a different thing from profits. 

Mr. The member said that for 
years they "ld $272,000 Gas. The 

member said that the the 
B.U.o.C. plant and an Oil Or Gas for 

and he wanted to justify the purchase 
'y the of a sing1e for $787000- He 
further said that every cent be spent; 
there need be no objection to that. If the B.U.0.C 

see their way to sell their equipment and theii 
well which produces all the thousands of cubic feet 
which the hoe. member quoted $90,64g, how can 
he then justify the purchase of a single w?ll for 
$78,(MO I 
4.35 p.m. 

T'here is no logic in  that. If the B.U.0.C. car, 
see their way to sell their equipment which is the 
entire plant and the present well which produce\ 
the cubic feet of gas which the hone number ha '  
quoted for $90,648, how can he justify it taking intr 
consideration that inasmuoh as the Rovernmen~ 
wou'd he the mono~olists of the natural 
gas in this island, need not Pay the price which 

the vendors are asking because they have no alterna 
tlve but to negotiate with the Government if thej 
want their well sold. What is inore, I have often 
heard the Hon. Premier suggest that all natural ele- 
ments such as minerals and so forth should be com- 
monly owned. The hon. member has said that on 
many occasions especially when we were diq- 
cusslng the Oil C~mpany.  I t  has been suggeste;l 
that this Natural Gas was being wasted, and the Oil 
Company has been burning it off because they have 
no use for it. Hon. members who have spoken against 
this nesolution have done so because in  recent years 
modern house-keeping methods have been introduce3 
and householders are no longer looking to the (Gas 
Company to supply them with their service. That i- 
the threat which will fall against this Company when 
the Government takes i t  over; that is why the visiou- 
a ry  owners decided to see if they could get this COIL- 

cern dumped. You have Bottled Gas which is beiug 
bottled in Trinidad; and I hear that the containers 
for this gas are made here and shipped to the various 
firms for resale to the various owners of houses. 
Housewives have found that i t  is very convenient 
bt!cause all You have to do is to have Your stovn 
which the same Company sells on the hire purchase 
system installed and every couple of months they 
send for a new container to replace the one whicl 
they had for months. They have found that it is 
more economical and convenient than having to run 
pipelines for several yards before they can get the 
gas and then Pay the high rate which the Company 
has been permitted to charg?. Even in St. Joseph 
in the constituency which the Hon. Premier repnh- 
s?nts they have just introduced at  the Almshouse th~.  
modern means of coo!ring by gas, and it is not the 
One which will be supplied by the Government. 11' 
YOU have the institutions beginning tc instal these 
modern kitchen implements you will see that tht 
Government will be left with a "white elephant. 
What is more sir, is that there are many house 
keepers who are resorting to the use of cooking 
electricity; and when the extension of the Electric 
Company comes about and thereby the rates are low- 
ered, then You will see that the electric system of 
cooking will supersede even the Bottled Gas much 
more the Natural Clas when the Government takes i t  
Over. All these things have to be taken into con- 
sideration when we are discussing the possibilities 
of Government taking over a concern which existed 
before our times; a business man looks into the 

to see that after he invests his money, he 
must make a profit out of it. Although we have the 
Water Works Department being run by the Govern- 
ment, thousands of householders are still pleading 
to get i t  run through their village; and althougn 
some of the pipes have already been laid in certaill 
districts for months, yet the householders cannot go 
in their avenue and draw a pail of water. Slownes, 
in bringing the service to the public still causes people 
to have to go long distances in order t o  get their 
requirements. people would like to pay for  
the water which they use but they get an 
attachment. I am told that nowadays you will 
have to consider it a favour by some official 
or politician when you get a service. Water is a 
necessity which mankind cannot do without, and if 
you take so long to extend i t  to  reach all and sundry, 
what are you going to do when you have Natural 
Gas which about 99.9% of the population do no+ 
know about? After you have spent this million 
dollars, there are only two parishes which stand to 
benefit ; and there is a small percentage of house- 
holders in these parishes, namely, St. Miehael an J 
Christ Church, and they are lmking away f ram Natu. 
ral Gas since Bottled Gas has been introduced. Ther? 
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are some modern "Phillips" stoves which Messrs 
Manning and Company have introduced; they look 
very patent and they take kerosene oil and convert, 
it into something which g:ves a flame like Natural 
GM, but which gives a cleaner, brighter and hotter 
flame. The modern market is filled with this means 
of cooking; and what will the Government be doing? 
The profits which they have made from the Natural 
Gas Corporation they are now paying away on the 
Gas Company. At this stage if the Government 
wants a monopoly to supply Natural G= in this 
colony they have i t  right now; they need not take 
over these dilapidated tanks which when we were 
born we saw in  Bay Street. They have no use for 
these pipe lines, but  n m  that the Government is 
buying this old place, the only thing Government 
can do is to call in Mr. Chase and sell out the pipe; 
as old iron. Even if the Government takes over the 
assets of the Company it need not take over the 
property as i t  stands here. 
4.45 p.m. 

l have been told that although the Natural Gar, 
Corporation sold Natural Gas to the Barbados Gas 
Company and although they repiped i t  to the respec- 
tive districts for supplying the householders, it had 
~ o t h i n g  to do with the C O ~ P ~ ~ Y ' S  headquarters in 
Bay Street. That is a thing which many members 
of the publio think takes place. That does not take 
place ; therefore what is being done here is something 

genemus to the The COm- 
PZnY was so bent On pulling out that its manager 
has left here Over a year and have left 
cne lady clerIr to run the whole concern. If they had 
valued that business, would they have done that? i t  
was a good 'pportunity when the manager of that 
company left Barbados, because thinking intelli- 
gently, the Government would have seen that the 
directors of that firm were willing to disband i t ;  and 
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something substantial and beneficial. If the suggest- 
ion were to be made that you needed land for the 
public benefit and for  the public use, and you threat- 
ened to  use the compulscry purchasing Act you will 
see that because land has its permanent valuation 
that its owners, whether it is worth $1,000 per, a m  
.or nob, would not consent to let you have it; there- 
Pore, it clalls for some questioning as to why the 
airectors of this Company are so willing to g$ve up  
the concern to Government as they want to do. 

I n  case this  solution is passed by this Chamber, 
the only alkl-native for one to do is t o  make sug- 
gestions regards the most successful use of the 
scheme. I would suggest that if the existing well or 
nrells owned by the Government or the Naturfd.1 Gas 
Corporation have such a generous supply of gas as 
the Reports tell us, that Government nbeds not pur- 
chase any additional g& wells in the immediate fu- 
ture, because such wells would be always there. Whez 
the 'time comes that the existing wells are running 
short of supply, then negotiations can be opened for  
the purchase of such new 

My next suggestion is, that if there are things 
which the Company now owns which will be helpful 
to the Natural Gas Corporation when and if the C'om- 
Cany is taken over, they em very well acquire 
such things, but those encumbrances which the 
Comp,y owns but which will not be of aqv 
to the Natural Corporation when and if that 
Company is taken over should be left out of deal. 

the land and buildings at Bay Street. Most 
the buildings there are structures. The 

most imposing buildings there are the two tall tankz 
wllich are in disuse. 

As I have said before the Company never had any- 
thing to do the selling of Natural Gm from its 
l~eadquarters; Natural Gas is sold by that Company 

I 
r;irectly to its consumers from the well at Turner Hall. 

therefore they would have attempted to get i t  a t  that They do not have anything to do with it a t  head- 
quarters in Bay Street. The Government can say to  time. If had done so at that time 

have got i t  a t  a more reasonable price than the one 
in this Resolution. 

Sir, h o t  only are you taking over a concern at 
that price but you have to put in in order at  a rer) 
high cost. Sir, various items in this Resolution givr 
cause for questioning. I presume that the condition of 
the pipeline oTvned by the Company has n3t bee 
fully stated to the Governme~t, because i t  will be very 
difficult for any engineer to say what is the exact cos- 
dition of the miles - of which 
Company has under the earth. You might 
find in vielv of the fact that over those years 
when the Company decided to pull out, they 
might have allowed their pipeline to deterioral~ 
knowing that they may not turn  i t  over to anybody. 
Therefore i t  is a gamble as to the colidition of the pipe 
line as you have i t  here. When i t  is said that the re- 
Placing of that pipeline would c ( ~ k  @m a mile it is , 

sufficient to cause hon. members who are interested in 
preserving the interest of this Community some con- 
cern. That is nothing to be proud of; and it is de- 
G n i Q l ~  not a 'orreet way to approach a system of 
public ownership. Public ownership is quite alright 
but that is if the thing tvhich you are taking over would 
produce 'tjenefits for the commturity. If you take some- 
thing over, the taxpayers and the people of the island 
skould be able 'to returns from it immediately 
or as soon a s  ~ossible. But  that is not the case; this 
is a false system of public ownership; and I hardly 
think that there is anyone who believes that there 
should be common ownership of the natural resources 
of public utilities of a coun tq  than myself. At the 
came timp while that is my opinion, I am sayinp that 
the pukjir utilitv to  be o~vned by the people mllst be 

the directom of that Compaly that they do not want, I tllc headquarters in  Bay Street, 'because the Natural 
Gas Corporation already has its headqw-rters; and 
t ~ e ~ i d e s  that, the Government has numerous offices 
and departments where a t  one of wkich they c m  con- 
duct the business of supplying of Natural.Gas to the 
consumers. I am saying: leave out buying the head- 
c"artcrs at S'treet. 

I =yinr that the need not fa'r 
the hiqn priers which it proposes to Pay for the build- 
mgs and plant which the Gas Company now owlls 
Bay Stneet, inasinuch as it does not appear that  
the buildings ar? needed. Ev,en if the Natural Gas 
Corporation takes over, and while my hons. col- 
league tried to say that there is no land to be 

I do not see how a- 
4.55 p.m. 

Mr. VAUGiiAN: Mr. Speaker, I rise 011 a 
noint of explanation. I said, that in the statements 
lnade on ,..is side of the H ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  they gave the ill;- 
pression that the Gas Company was se~lling alld the 
corporation was buying land froln the Gas Conl- 
,any a t  $2.50 per square foot. 1 defy any of them 
to ,establish that. ~ ~ b ~ d ~  knolvs the price of the 
69,000 square feet of land. 

Mr. ALLDE;H: The hon. member brought up 
another point about if land was more or  less. 
He said that if the land was more the Natural Gas 
CJor~oration would pay the difference. But  listening 
t o  the debate last Tuesday. one heard some hon. 
member stating i t  is proposed that after the acquire- 
mpnt of the concern known as the Barbados Gas 
Company, that the, buildings and equipment u p  there 
would be demolished and that that area of land 
would be made an open window to the sea. Even 
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that would be a wrong pvoposal inasmuch as the 
Government already owns the Esplanade which is 
an extremely lovely window opening on the sea in 
that area; and therefore unless it was intended also 
to have all buildings and encumbrances removed 
from the sea coast, would this window be of any par- 
ticular use to the island ? I repeat that i t  mould 
be unnecessary unless they intended carrying out a 
scheme as exteLlaL;c as th.it; and therefor:, the sug- 
gestion is to me unnecessary. It is true, Mr. Speaker, 
that the Governnleiit of Barbados is passing through 
a very prosperous period financially speaking; we 
can boast today of some $14 million a year revenue, 
the greater portion of which is calculated from CLIS- 
toms which means that the bulk of people even the 
unemployed, all contribute to the greater portion of 
money with which this Government runs the affairs 
of this island. That, however, does not mean that 
the Governnzent must continue to indulge in a false 
socialist policy, by suggesting that by increasing 
taxation on the rich you are doing the islancl a good. 
It would be doing a good if i t  were backed up by 
legislatioil which would prevent the same people 
whom you are increasingly taxing from indirectly 
passing on that increased taxation as usual to th.3 
ordinary nlan or woman in the street. There is 
~ ~ o t h i n g  to boast about as regards the taxation policy 
of the Gorernment. What is very clear is this: 
while you increase your customs duties and there- 
fore you get more revenule from that source, in 
schenlea like this it is all given back to the people 
from whom you thought you had taken it. This is 
is a negative and destructive policy which the Gov- 
eminent has persisted in carrying out continua1;y 
in recent months. Everything they have attempted 
to purchase under the slogan of 'public benefit' Gov- 
ernment has had to pay too rnueh for it. Most of 

crnment going to handle an item like Natural Gas 
snd. make i t  a success? This is an item which very 
few people in this conlniunity have ever used or heard 
&bout. 

It ix said that provision will be made to take 
care of the present en~pioyees of that Company, arid 
the smalie~t  pdi~l  employees of the Public Utiiiiy 
Companies of this Island are the employees oZ tne 
Barbados Gas Company. As regards their peiisioli 
rights, I hope that the Government's position abor:t 
signing the Agreement with the Barbados Gas Coin- 
pany will be different from the Agreement which they 
carried out with the Gulf Oil Company when the-? 
viere being sold the rights to explode for oil in thiq 
island. If that hacl been dvne~ the enlployees of the 
Gulf Oil Company mould haye been drawing the same 
r;tes as tpeir employees worked for in Texas, Alaba- 
n a ,  Venezuela or Iran, because oil, noherever i t  is 
found in thi.; morld, whether it is next door to the 
cc.izsumer or in the Sahara Desert, is sold for the 
same price. Therefore the gas exploration sllould be 
the same regardless of the country; but of course, this 
is Barbados, and anything can happen. 

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, T have no 
intention 01 prolonging this useless debate, but thf)  
last speaker opened his remarlrs with the statement 
that he had riseil as a defender of public morall~y. 
I think that the morality of the public is in poor 

1 hancls if it depends on the honourable n~em'ber to 
,; clefend it. 
1 Mr. ALLDER: o n  a point of Orcler, I ob;cel. 

to the implications which the honourable member I has made. There im nothing which will justify the 
' charges which the honourable member is makmg. 

Mr. SiSESI<ER: I ask the honourable inctil- 1 her to withdraw that s tatemat.  
the schemes have lresulted in a total loss to the people 
of the island. 

What is more, Mr. Speakerer, the Ratilral 

~ ipe l ine  runs through four parishes, but people m 
four parishes do not benefit; people in two 
parishes benefit; and the law the running 
of the Natural Gas Corporation does not make it 
com~ulsory that the service carried to 
parishes. Even if the Government intends to carry 
this (service to the other parishes (and they have not 
said that they intend to c a r v  i t  to all the parishes) 
tl;c insecure tenure of householders in the country 
parishes does not permit them to  make much of a ser- 
vice Which Government do not want to give the 
authority to carry to them. 

I heard that they had thought of extending 
tllat service to all and sundry. The exclusive areas 
haVfe got it already. What is more, (and this is an- 
othep suggestion I would like to make to the &v 
ernn~ent )  the reason why Government is not getting 
enough revenue from the Waterworks Department 
is this: the most of that revenue is under the Heaci 
p l ~ l n b i ~ g l ;  and the dissatisfaction with householders 
is that work done on their premises such as instal- 
aatioiz and repairs cost too much. If the Government 
wanted to get more revenue from a utility service 
such as water, the easiest way to do it would be to 
reduce plumbing costs and the cost of installation to 
such a n  extent as  to make it easily possible for the 
poorest householder to install water. It is 'better if 
you had 99% of the houses with running water than 
t o  have 25% (above which the present regulations 
do  not permit) and charging them high rates per 
month. 
5.05 mm. 

YOU will have more people playing for the water 
- which they consume and for the service which brings 

it to their taps in the kitchen. I f  water which is a 
necessary item is handled like that, how is the Gov- 

Mr. J. C. hIoTTLEP: At your bidding I 
withdlaw tht: statement, but the honoura!-r,! nlclu- 
her must be very careful in his speech. rr.prs- 
selltatires 01 the people of this island I thiua 
before we can intelligrlltly approve t!.ls ~ i ~ ~ ~ h ~ t i ~ ~  
before us, we should first ark this querlir,u 
I, gas , a fuel obsolete in this island l if it is 
useful fuel in this island then I think we shouid 
buy it. iCheers.l I do not for one monlent claim 

be an expert in matters of this kind, neither do I 
that the Government's members have not got 

a of intelligence to assess the value of 
thillgs. 1 am not clefending anybody; I am 

protecting the interest of the people of s t .  Philip. 
I be guided by any special clique or to be 
turned a'b0ut, It is either that the Gas Colnpaay is 
x'Orthwhile being procured by the Government or the 
Government as represented by its members is well, 

do not want to use: any strong language. It is 
either that there is some good in the Goverllment 
t&inff over this Gas Company or there is nothing in 
it. However I feel that it will serve a useful pur- 
pose if the Government takes over this Company 
and I am therefore voting for this Resolution. If 
it is that the Gas Company is suffering from defects, 
who is not suffering from defects now? There is 
suffering from defective thinking, and from defec- 
tive actions: everything is defective in this genera- 
tion! [Laughter.] Truth, righteousness and justice 
are all wing  by the wind; I am not one who believes 
that the best cure for %ad things is to make them 
worse. T do not subscribe to  that view. Tf Tve can- 
not remedy bad things then let them remain as they 
are. 

There iq n 7ot in this Res;olution, sir, that ha<; to 
be cornmended aa well as  a lot that can be ~uestioned; 
-0 T 1 ~ a . i ~ ~  i t  for those expert<: who know aboni finance. 
Rnt I do want to state that the olle thing I do not 
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like about it is the attempt by some to throw dust 
in the eyes of others. iCheers.] 
5.15, p.m. 

1vLr. G O D ~ A ~ ~ :  Mr. bpeaker, I was not present 
last Tuesday, when I would have heard more of tlle 
debate On this Resolution- 1 presume that in the 
presentation of this Resolution, the Introducer must 
have left out a lot of inf~rmat ion  or else a lot of 
the statements which I have heard this afternoon 
would not have been made. I have heard some figures 
quoted and as fa r  as I know, these figures are Correct. 
There have been strong arguments made as to why 
Government not take over this gas concern, 
alld those arguments seemed to dissolve around differ- 
ent points. One of those points is that the Barbados 
Gas is not worth $150,000 which i t  is, 
claimed to be worth in this Resolution. Another 
point made was: spend $110002000 on the de- 
velopnlent of gas in this island? Is  i t  necessary at this 
stage of our development ? 

Well, sir, let me get first to  the question of the 
Gas Company. I n  the particulars that are submitted 
in this Resolution, roughly $50,000 are for pipelines 

I understand are less than ten years ' 
have been made to understand that no pipe which 
was over 10 years old was considered. For that 
reason you may say that all that was estimated for 
was equal to the service of a new pipe. You maj 
say that the Gas Company has decided to shut down 
and for that reason they must leave the pipes there 
and you can have them afterw,ards, but should that 
be the action of the G~~~~~~~~~ 7 B~~~~~~ you 
linow some concern is shutting down and i t  cannot 
take up the pipes and therefore it has to leave them, 
are you going to say hecause i t  cannot take them up 

has to leave them I will subsequently get them? 
You can do that, 'but I do not think that a Govern- 
ment of all persons should act in that manner. 

~h~ balance of the ccluiDment and buildin* is 
e~timated at  $100,000; that is for the land and the 
buildin@. Certainly they are buildinq there. I do I 

rot profess to know what eauipment is there, but I 
am goine to say that the estimates were made out by 
two reputa%le Barbadian engineers, and 1 am pre- 
pared to take their estimate on this occasion. As I 
have said, I think the Government should purchase 
the nronertv because 1 am who fee, that you 
should not 'con3scate people,s propertv. course 
you can confiscate their buildings and land, and can 
ask them to leave their pipes; but I do not agree that 
that is the mv in which business should be done. 

As regards the question of the gas well, the Gulf 
o i l  Company has spent $ 1 , ~ 0 , ~ 0  in drilling the 
well. That Company is here for the purpose of find- 
ing oil, not gas; but  incidentally gas there, not 
oil. ~h~~ have fixed their price for that well of 
natural gas, not on the existing gas in  Barbados, but 
more or less on ,&at price is paid for a gas well in 
bigger countries like England or Canada. That price 
is not a t  all in relation to the price the Goverlment 
had to pay for No. 19 well from B.U.0.G. Govern- 
rnent paid much more for that well. I do not have 
the figures and I cannot argue strongly on the price, 
but be that as i t  may, the No. 1 Well of the Gulf Oil 
Company has a much greater capacity than any of 
the two wplls which were taken over by the Natural 
Gas Coqoration. If I am incorrect on that state- 
merit. 1 would like that to be stated by the Hon. 
Premier when he gives his reply. 

A lot has seen said about the price of Natural 
todav in relation to the price of Bottled Gas. 

From all the estimates 1 have seen and heard, Bottled 
Gas is about 40 ue-pent. higher than the present 
price of Natural Gas supplied by the Barbados Gas 

Company. I am not one who advocates that the Goy- 
ernment should undertake industries which can be 
run by private enterprise, because I have always 
held the view that those ventures cannot 'be more 
efficiently run  by Government than by private enter- 
prise ; but in an  industry such % Natural which 
is so vital to the economy of t b  i s l a  and which 
for reasons cannot be run by private enterprise, I 
do say that Government should come in and take i t  
over. I do not say that Government should come in 
and take over something which is losing money, but 
I am of the opinion that if capital could have been 
foundlby the directors of the Barbados Gas Company, 
they wduld have continued to operate. There is no 
reason why that Company could not have continued 
to operate and m&e a profit out of Natural Gas when 
the potential amount of fuel used in this colony is 
imported and expensive. 1 am sure that there are 
enough industries in Bridgetowh alone where lame 
quantities of that gas can be sold. I can only say 
that it is through bad management by the ~~~b~~~~ 

that they have nor pushed their sales 
up with many of the large The 
pany just did not follow up would-be potential 
sunlers of Natural Gas. Of course, the Company did 
a great service to householders; and anyone of them 
who has i t  installed U-ould tell you of its convenience 
"nd cheapness. But there are would-be large con- 
sumers who would really install this service if they 
were given better conditions. I have had first-hand 
knowledge of this. I n  my 'bakery I can use Natural 
Gas, but I now use gas which is manufactured from 
1:mosene oil and which is more expensive to use than 

Gas. I prefer use Gas 
hecause I it is 'leaner; but me to pay the 
Gas Compally ~vhat  they are askillg for  it, of course, 
it mould be more expensive than gas from kerosene 
oil;  and that is my reason for using gas manufac- 
tured from kerosene oil. I have been trying to get 
that Companv to bring their price down to me but 
they have refused; and I consider that as bad busi- 
ness. I t  nnould pay that Company better to come 
and sell gas to me or any other large consumer than 
to have 400 consumers usinr it. I am not 
saying that the @mPany should only be interested 
5" large consumers. There i s  no reason whv Gov- 
ernment should not make a success of i t ;  but  it must 
be properly. 

When i t  comes to the installation of Natural Gas 
that is another importmt matter whhh Government 
should give plenty consideration to. Let me say that 
the price for the installation of water is much too 
high for the ordinary consumer to Pay. I know of 
a case where the price was in the vicinity of $60 to 
turn  in water which TV'= only a matter of ten feet 
from the main. I hare had that experience from a 
resident in  Christ Church. That is something which 
needs to be taken up Go~~ernment, because i t  is not 
lending itself to the installation of water in Private 
homes where you want i t  to be turned i n ;  and it is 
much more sa~litary and better for ~ove rnmen t  to 
have those houses equipped with their Own water 
supply. The same thing will apply to the installation 
of ras. If Government intends to this con- 
cern on the same basis as  the installation of is 

operated by the Waterworlrs ~ e a a r t m e n t ,  I am saving 
nnw that they should consider doing something 
it. 1 am not all engineer; I do not know anything 
of the installation of Pas. but  I think the Present price 
to consumers is t00 high. I do believe if these in- 
stallations could be made some businessmen. thev 
will do them at  one-third of the Price now charged. 
5.25 p.m. 
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F'uel is so vital, so important to our economy, 
and not only to the many householders in  St. Michael 
and Christ Church but to all parishes, that there is 
no reason why if we have sufficient gas oil the spot, 
that the same Corporation could not bulk their gas 
there and send i t  out t o  the rural districts; it would 
save the trouble of sending an empty cylinder drum 
back up  to Trinidad. Let the pipes go to the thickly 
populated areas because i t  is more econonlical and 
cheaper in the lollg run. With gas you have only to 
read a meter; bnt i t  is cheaper to do i t  that than 
with kerosene c:l. Gas is coming out of running 
wells. 

My argument is : let the money stay here in Bar- 
bados. I cannot follow the arguments against this, 
nor do I feel i t  is fair for a company that has bee11 
losing money and has to pay for management, to  say 
to :hem we do not mant your pipelilles we are going 
to put down solliething else. 

The Company has miles and miles 0: rusted 
pipelines; but I do not think that that is calculated 
i n  this estimate; I learned that  from reliable s o u -  
ees. ~ 1 1  the ~ i p e s  that are being taken over 
C&vernment are pipes that the Gas Company laid 
do- since ten years ago. I do not think that they 
Eave deteriorated very much within that time. 

These estimates have been furnished us at the 
beginning to show us  where we are leading and what 
will be expected with development. The entire amount 
of money will not be required one time; it will be 
spent over a period of years. The largest sum on this 
estimate $616,000, is for the putting do\*'n of new 
pipelines; the next largest sum is $78,000 for the 
acquisition of Turner Hall Well No. 1. As I said be- 
fore, that $78,0010 has been based on the very cheap 
price of gas in a big country; and if this is taken 
into account, I see no reason why the reduction in 
the price of gas cannot be more substantial. You are 
buying a very cheap raw material, and therefore 
this is an advantage that should be passed on to the 
Ponsumer. We next come to the purpose of Pars- 
graph (d)  of the Resolution. Replacement of present 
two-inch field line - $11,000 ; that is necessary. Pars- 
-graph (e) states additional field line ; and paragraph 
( f )  says: Earmarked for purchase of any other wells 
that might be acquired in  the future. 

I understand, (and this is what the Government 
must know through their oil experts) that wherever 
oil is drilled they have found pockets of gas. I ham 
told them. 'before that if the actual oil supply were to 
fail  to-morrow there are sufficient SOUR?eS of gas re- 
maining in  here, that Government could bring some 
commercial concern to drill for gas only. I t  will not be 
a n  expensive operation, because it will be achieved 
by a small-bore system which is much less expensive 
than the system of drilling for oil. If these wells be- 
eome depleted in ten or fifteen years, Government ' 
tx'o~ld not have to be without a source of gas in large 
quantities throughout Barbados. 

As 1 said before, those are facts that I have 
learnt from outside and from enquiries which I have 
made. If these facts are correct or have any basis or 
any foundation of truth, I do not see hon. mem- 
bers should think that Government is going to have 
to throw $1,000,000 down the drain. It is so pecu- 
liar to Barbados (;because fuel is one of the big prop- 
lems of Barbados a t  present) that we should be using 
fire-wood from British Guiana and oil from Trini- 
dad. We should consider trying to husband our eco- 
nomy ; and this can be done "d;y the development of our 
Natural Gas resources. My only regret is that the Gas 
Companv could not have found sufficient capital 
to make i t  a first-class job. I only hope that if Govern- 
ment takes it over that G~vernment will make a 

really first class job of it. If that is their aim, 
there is  lot much to do but to keep their pipelines 
;~ild pressure up-to-date. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Nr. Speaker, I do not pro- 
pose speaking a t  any length on this matter; 1 arll 
only speaking because I am depressed by this lack 
of Government's warm-heartedness in  their ap- 
proach to the question of nationalisation, when the>r 
cc,uld have displayed a little more courage or a lit- 
tle more fortitude. As we are now on the question 
of Xatural Gas, I think I should risk a suggestioli 
of lily own; and as i t  tends towards the nationalisa- 
tion which this Government had proposed to bring 
illto effect and which i t  has been so wary in im- 
plementing, I think i t  is necessary to  remind them 
that even if i t  is a small approach to nationalisa- 
tion, it is the first in the series. M y  suggestion is 
Xhis: the purchase of a t  least one sugar factory 
would give Government a chance of ruiiiiing an 
organisation of that kind, and would show whether 
or not the Governlnei~t of Barbados is capable of 
managing a sugar factory in the interest of the peo- 
ple as efficiently as private factory owners have 
done in the past. 

There is jnst one more suggestion which I 
would like to malie: whenever a matter of valua- 
tion comes before this Chamber, one cannot help 
for being concerned with the fact that this (Labour 
Government is still using the same method in which 
the Conservative Government have placed their im- 
rlicit trust. When hon. members read in this agree- 
nleizt that the Government is taking the valuation 
made by Messrs Joseph Connell and Frank Hutson 
hon. members will begin to see the force of my argu 
ment. If this had been done in the times of former 
Attorney Generals you would have had Messrs 
Joseph Connell and Frank Hutson making the valua- 
tion; but to-day there are others to whom the Gov 
crnment can turn. I t  would be superfluous to say 
that they could turn to a firm of consulting en 
gineers like Messrs Miller Bros. for instance, who 
may be equally capable of making valuations, and 
who are not tainted and saturated with the Tory 
views particularly with their reactionary business 
connection. I am putting it to the 14011. Minister 
that whenever they have to make a valuation of 
land to let us go into St. Philip for the valuers if 
you are valuing in St. Philip, instead of continuing 
with the policy disclosed by this Agreement whicll 
states that the Government have turned to these 
same people for making the valuation. They are 
a clique; these are persons who will not do a thing 
unless they are satisfied that is in  the interest of 
certain people. 

I have no hesitation in saying that the price 
which we are paying in this case is high; there 1s 

no question about that, but i t  is better to pay a high 
price rather than make any further delay in this 
long delayed move towards nationalisation. I am 
therefore supporting this Resolution. 
5-35 P-m- 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that th?s 
House go into Committee on this Resolution. Hon. 
nxmbers in fdvour of that will please say "Aye,'* 
those against please say "No". I think the "Noes7' 

' have it. 
The question that this Resobtdon do now pass 

mm ~t amd resolved in  the affLwmtive without 
ciivision. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMM.INS: At  this stage, 
ATr. Speaker, I beg to move that this House do now 
adjourn for half an hour. 
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Hon. M. E .  COX: I beg to second that. 
T h e  question t h t  this House do now adjozcrv 

for  half a n  hour was put anid resolved in the af- 
firmative witkozht division and 1711.. Speaker ad-  
journted the House accordJngly. 

O n  re-a&embling :- 

HOUSING BILL- (Cont 'cl) 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Spealrer, L 

ask leave to take Order SJo. 1 as the next Order of 
the Day. 

There being no objection, leave was granted 
the hon. membe?-. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
is to resume Committee on the Bill to make pro- 
vision with respect to the Housing of persons of the 
working classes and other classes and for purposes 
connected therewith. - 

M ~ .  SPEAKER l e f t  the Chair, ct.nd tjLe Hoqlse 
1 reszlmed committee 0% t h e  Bz'll, N r .  SibiITH being 

.I-' in the Chair. 
'41, ' 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: On the last occasion when 
WC were in Committee on this Bill Clauses 2 and -1 
were postponed. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: When we were last in Com- 
niittee considering Clause 4 of this Bill, the h011 
senior member for the City made a point as to the 
life of the Board and he was given the 
then that the question would be dismssed. Gov- 
ernment has considered that question and we have 
decided to make the period one of five years which 
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when you like savours on something from which 
you should get away. 
6.20 p.m. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : The hon. member is 
completely wrong. That does apply when the ad- 
ministration is making the appointments. You can- 
not jump and change when you have an adminis- 
trative authority. Obviously, when you have the 
Other Place appointing one person and this House 
another person, you have to go by the life of the 
House. Somebody may lose his seat. It was done 
for that reason. 

Mr. LEIIVIS I hop,@ the Hon. Premier under- 
stood what I said. The five years are linked with 
the life of the Legislature. That is what I was told 
before. I was told that it was purely a n  oversight 
that appointmellts were not linked with the actual 
five years of the Legislature. It is but right that the 
Housing Authority should be appointed by any new 
Government. We have had administrative boards 
that were appointed by the Legislature paying out 
pensions. I hope the Hon. Premier does not think 
I have it mTong. 

If a new Government is appointed by the GOV- 
ernor to-morrow and they feel that certain people 
whom they do not like are on certain boards, the 
Government should have the opportunity to appoint 
other members to the particular hoard.. It has not 
caused anything wrong in  the past. The old Hos- 
pital Board and the Road Board used to  employ pea- 
?& and pay them pensions. so i t  is not detrimenta] t o  
have it done that wda3-. 

I am hoping that some Bill will come in with a n  normally speaking is the life of the Llegislature. 
I am asking leave the the word "such" 

appearing in the second last line and the word "a" 
be substituted therefor; and that the remaining 
words of the Section be and the word- 
"of five years7' be substituted therefor. 

Blr. LEWIS:  I can see  hat the hon. mem- 
ber means. IVe have been putting into these Bill:, 
that appointments to Boards should be for a period 
'the same as the life of the Legislature but tho 
bon. member must realise that another Bill t n  
clarify this point will have to be brought in, or 
there must be a t  present some understanding that 
these appointments will cease on the dissolution of 
the Legislature or thait they will be reappointed 011 

the election of a new House. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: 
What has that got to do with the life of the House?] 
One gets the impression that these Boards are to 
u n  concurrently with the life of the Legislature. 
The very Board which is being abolished by this 
Bill was appointed a t  every new session or period 
of the Honse; therefore i t  is something new for tha 

? hon. member to ask "What has that got to do with 
i t  V 7 '  If you start off and apppint this Board, when 
will it ever catch up  with the Legislature itself? 1 
feel that there should be some provision relative co 
these appointments to the effect that the member< '* will be reappointed a t  the beginning of the life of 
a new General Assembly; that is what I feel should 
ke done as that was the case before. It would be 
a, good thing because if the Executive Committee 
has to do with the appointments, the personnel cf 
the Executive Committee might change; and i t  is a t  
that stage that they may feel that with the life oP 
this Board a s  i t  is at  present in this Bill there mould 
be no offence if the Executive Committee felt that 
they could dismiss those on the Board opposed to 
their view and put on who they want. I t  is 110' 

right to hold i t  over the heads of a Board that you 
can dismiss them whenever you like; to say that 

* YOU can appoint people and then kick them out 

I amendment where an appointment is for the 
life of the Legislature, that that appointment should 

after the elections. 
T h  question that Clause ( 1 )  as am8enlded stand 

pag,,.t was afld resolved $he a f f m e t i v e  & ~ ] L o u ~  
divisirm. 

Clause 5 u . 7 ~ ~  called. I t  reach as fonows:- 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Clause 5 

stand part. 
Hon. C. E .  TALMA: I Feg to second that. 
Mr. LEIWIS: Now, Mr. Chairman, with rc- 

spect to sub-clause (3 ) ,  I would like the Hon. Minister 
to tell me if he thinks that this is the right sub- 
clause to be inserted, or whether he thinks i t  shoulcl 
be taken out. I do not think he will find this sub 
clause in any other Bill of this kind. I agree that 
i t  should be left in, if i t  were an  indeterminate time. 
1f there is some other reason for haxing it there, I 
am willing to agree to i t  if I am told the reason. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I really cannot see the fears 
of the honourable member. Nobody contemplates 
the Executive Committee dismissing an  individual 
who has given good service to the Board. I t  i, 
merely a case for where an  individual may become 
useless, or may be that it would be in the interest 
of the good administration of the Board if a certaic 
member were You can see from the Bill 
the terms under rn~hieh such members can be removed. 
Of course, i t  may also be a case in which the interest 
of the Housing Authority might be in  jeopardy if a 
certail~ member remains on the Board. I t  is 01115- 
under those conditions that you can reasonabl:~ 
assume that the officer will be asked to resign. 

I am sure with the Housing Board as it now 
stands, that members a re  re-appointed from time to 
time and year after year, because for one reason or 
the other i t  is felt that they have given good service; 
therefore the necessity for changing them does not 
arise. I very much doubt that any Government 
+~ould remove an  officer without justification. As 1 
have said, if you set it down i n  the Bill that ;l 



member of the Board must serve for the life of the 
legislature, we may be doing something detrimental 
to the proper functioning of the Board and we would 
not be able to do anything about it. I t  might be 
necessary in  the interest of the Board to remove a 
member before his five years of service have expired 

Mr. BARROW: There is a principle on ~vhich 
British justice and democratic institutions in ad- 
vanced constitutions in the world is based. Now, i+ 
is within the discretion of the Executive Committee, 
whom we now understand can be no less a person 
than the Leader of the Government since the advent 
of Ministerial Status, to call upon a member of a 
clatutory board n*ich according to Section 3, sub- 
section (2), shall be a body corporate and shall have 
perpetual life, to resign without putting any qual- 
ifications in this Clause as to the grounds on Ivhich 
that person may be called upon to resign. I t  does 
,seem to me to be an act of tautology on their part. 
If  mere failure to attend four consecutive board 
xeetings forfeits the right of a member of the Hous- 
ing Authority to remain on the Board, how nluch 
more should any offence more serious than that be 
stipulated in the Bill itself with Jvhich me are llow 
considering. 
6.30 p.m. 

But the history of Boards in Barbados is \\leil 
known to all those who have had the inisfortune to 
be associated with the present Government. Persons 
are relieved from their responsibility to the com- 
inunity not on the grounds of misfeasance or mal- 
feasance, but on their failure to accomn~odate the 
rather strange political attitude of the existing 
Government. There is a long list of Boards that 
this House and the Governor-in-Executive Commit- 
tee fill from session to session; and a t  the earliest 
possible opportunity, no matter how useful a member 
of the public or a mem'ber of this House has been to 
a Board, no matter how great his technical skill or 
q~~alifications map be the minute that not only the 
member, but anybody immediately associated with 
the particular member of the Board disagrees on 
questions of policy or of principle, that member is 
relieved of this position on that Board. There is 
Combermere School Board for instance. 

Mr. CHAIR,MAN: I all1 reminding the hon. 
member that we are dealing with Clause five. Let us 
1,eep to Clause five. 

Mr. BARROW: T am speaking on the question 
of relieving members from Boards. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I have izot seen Comber- 
mere Board mentioned in this clause. 

Nr. BAR*ROmW: You must, Mr. Chairman, ap- 
ureciate something which is very elementary. This 
Board har not been established yet, and if by timely 
warning we can avoid the pitfalls which we have 
fallen into in  the past, i t  is my duty to give them to 
the House. I t  is not merely to fulmin'ate against 
clauses of a Bill that I am speaking at  length. The 
yery essence of parliamentary debate is founded on 
the aljilitv to draw analogies however invidious they 
may appear to Your Honour, and that is all that 
I am saving. 

I11 the past, persons on Government Boards have 
been relieved of their positions and should not 
follow that which the Government specifies in snb- 
section (3)  of Section (5 )  without stating the grounds 
on which they may be relieved from service to the 
community. What you are going to find is this: 
if in view- of the past history of Governments ill this 
matter, and especia51y this particular Government, 
and in view of the clause which we are now contem- 
plating, the vesting in section ('5) subsection (3) 
of the pow+er of the Board to revoke an appointment 

lllade ill the Governor-in-Executive (which is really 
i n  the five Ministers) you will h d  then that no 
self-respecting persons in the community will accept 
an appointment under terms such as these, owing 
to the vagaries of the political life this country. 
If you do not make it clear, (that is, if you will not 
make the appoilltment for a statutory period, but you 
mereb  say you have appointed them for five years fol 
icstance, and then you can revoke their authority) 
You will not find responsible persons willing to take 
such appointments; you will only find political touts 
and parasites to Occupy positions on those Boards. 
That applies to any Government, but especially to 
this one. That is the danger I am warning honour- 
able members against. How can you a& anyone 
\\.h0 has had a distillgulshed career in the Civil 
Service or in a Parliament either in  this country or 
i11 any other country, or a person say in  a mercan- 
tile firnl, to place himself in the hands of say, the 
wnior member for R. Michael in an  appointment on 
this Board? You could not expect i t ;  because as 
kooa as the honourable inember has seen some ninth 
cousin to someone who has not voted for him, then 
that person would be automatically removed. I f  we 
look around this Chamber we will find members in 
 his Chanibw who have beell relieved of their 
offices on certain Boards, and complete strangers 
to the public life of this country and of this House 
have been substituted in their places. I do not have 
to go any further because these things are well known 
to all the members of this House. This is not the 
second readily of the Bill as Your Honour would 
assnme, and therefore I am goinp to bring the whole 
 natter to a head by moving that this sub-Clause three 
O F  Clause five be- 

Hon. G. H. AD'AMS: Mr. Chai rma,  the hon. 
lrember is a person who at  least has had some ac- 
quaintance with the law, and therefore he must know 
that any person who has power to appoint has power 
to release. The Natural Gas Corporation A d  says 
exactly the same thing. 

It reads as follows:- Section 7, sub-section (1) 
"The Governor may a t  any time remove from 
all or so many of the members of the Corpora- 

ltion = he may consider necessary in  the interests ok 
the effective and econoillical performance of the 
functions of the Corporation. 

(2) Governor may at any time remove from 
any member of the Corporation who has Fe- 

come inccapa'ble through ill health of performing 
efficiently his duties as s ~ o h  member, or who 
been absent from all the meetings of the corpora- 
tion during a period of six months." 

That is an indication of the lines on which 
non-appointing body can act. The honourabk 
member keeps introducing the word " arbitrary. " 
N~ Governnlent can act arbitrarily ; it is responsible 
to the Legislature and responsible to the people. 

soon as you use the word "arbitrary" 
are bringing very gross and offensive accus- 

ation against the appointing body whether it 
consists of one person or more. The whole object 
of a Ministerial Government is to teach people t') 
be careful how they exercise power. The Power 
exists now whether this section is in the Bill or not. 

BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I would havs 
the honourable ~en io r  member for St 

Michael to answer the which 1 posed; but 
in view of the inadequate answer of the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph, I am surprised that 
he did dare to rush into the breach created. The 
honourable senior member for St. Joseph always 
creates pitfalls for himself. 
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I was pointing out to the honourable seilior 
member for St. Michael that i t  is unusual to havc 
the power of this nature in a Bill of this kind where 
~ o u  are appointing a statutory body, without stating 
the grounds on which a member of that Body Inay 
be relieved of his service as in the Natural Gas Act, 
and this Bill itself (the one now before the House) 
states in Sub-section 2 of Section 5 "Any member 
who fails without reasonable excuse to attend four 
consecutive meetings of the Authority shall cease to 
be a member thereof." I n  this they have a Claust. 
which is obnoxious. 

I ain very glad to hear that the honourable 
member for St. Joseph has been reading some con 
stitutional law. It was not so long ago that he got 
up in here and told hqnourable members of this 
IIouse that this Chamber served only as a debating 
Chamber. Since the incrption of Ministerial Status 

. we had no other power but to debate. I t  touches 
me to hear him say that. Honourable members of 
this Chamber will remember the honourable senior \ r: 

z -  member for St. Joseph getting up and saying this 
is nothing but a debating Chamber. He does not 
realise that he says these things sometimes; and 
when he began to read out just now, I knew spec- 
ifically that he would disclose the same thing to-day. 
If honourable members wish to listen to him let the;~i 
go along and listen to him. 
6.40 p.m. 

If you appoint a person for five years, w.2 
presume that you are appointing a fit and proper 
man. If he becomes ill he will resign in his owl1 
interest; but why should we insert in  this Bill a 
provision which is not in  keeping with the spirit 
of the other laws which me have passed? I am sub- 
mitting that if you appoint a man to a job you can 
dismiss him, but in the case of a Statutory Board, 
there may be other considerations. I t  is an act of 
supererogation on your part to make a provision of 
this kind because you have already the power to 
dismiss a man whom you have appoihted; this pro- 
vision should not be in  this Bill because you will 
scare off a lot of people. 

Mr. LEWIS: I do not think that this is -t 

matter on which there needs to be generated a lot 
of heat. I would agree with this Clause if i t  were 
at the pleasure of the Executive Committee, becausl: 
Sub-clause (3) of Clause 5 follows directly on Clause 
4. You are not appointing them for life, you are 
appointing them a t  your pleasure and therefore J 
feel you can dismiss them. If the provision in thc 
other laws is put  in here, I am still willing to vote 
for it. Here is a political body a t  whose whim you 
can be dismissed; politicians are not put on it, but 

k - a political body at  its own whim can say "I put 
you there, I do not like something which you say 
and I can just write you a letter dismissing you." 
Let us put in the Bill that dismissal should be on 

' 7  a question of ill health or something like that which 
is in the Natural Corporation Act. I know that 
this provision will be inserted in the Other Place; 
and that is what makes me feel that since the abilit-~ 
also exists in this House, let us  make laws of which 
we should be proud. When we send Bills up  t a  
the Otber Place let them be in  proper f o ~ m ;  do not 
let i t  go out that Christian democratic principles 
have to be shown by the Other Place. 

Mr. MILLER: I should just like to make a fern 
remarks in connection with Sub-clause (2) of Claust 
5. I am anxious about this Housing Authoritj 
being set up  and I do not want t o  hold up  thc 
rr.atter. This Sub-clause says "Any member whc 

3\. fails without reasonable excuse to attend four con 

secutive meetings of the Authority shall cease to 
be a member thereof." 

I feel that this Clause will entail much danger: 
this will probably apply to the present Housing 
Board, having regard to the number of meetings 
held by this Board over a certain period. But  this 
Authority will probably be meeting every week and 
perhaps twice in some weeks. This is a, tremendous 
thing which is now taking place in  this colony, and 
any decision taken by the Authority in  connectioli ' 

with slum clearance will be f a r  reaching. According 
to this Sub-clause if a member ceases to attend four 
consecutive meetings of the Authority, he is no 
longer a member of the Authority. The Authority 
will have to inform the Minister that you are no 
longer a member of the Authority and in the mean- 
time another member will be appointed. 

The provisions of this Bill will entail a lot of 
work and travelling; and at  least you may h a v ~  
three or four meetings a week. If for some reason 
or other you cannot write a letter stating that you 
are ill, I feel that you will have some upsetting on 
this Board. This Board is going to have more work 
than what the Minister envisages; and I am just 
passing on to the Minister what I anticipate. There 
will be much fear and anxiety on the part of a 
member of the Authority that he will lose his seat 
if he does not attend four consecutive meetings of 
the Authority. I hope the Hon. Minister mill give 
some assurance in this matter. 
6.50 p.m. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Perhaps the honourable 
member will appreciate the fact that if a t  the first 
meeting a member cannot send a telephone message, 
he may be able to do it a t  the second,, the third c;r 
fourth meeting. He should be able within sometime 
between those meetings to send a message stating hi'. 
inability to attend. He could even do i t  a t  the end 
of the meeting. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I do not pay much attention to 
the point that you should send in an excuse after the , 
meeting, because in any case the meeting will be 
held. I am not quibbling about that  a t  all because 
on the Authority sitting a t  meetings, there would be 
members to whom the same condition would apply. 
I really do not see anything in  that point made by 
the honourable junior member for St. George. Four 
meetings are quite a large number for one to miss; 
and if you miss two meetings, you still have another 
two meetings to miss before the time that you can be 
reasonably relieved. Since the same people who 
would be judge of a n  excuse would be i n  the same 
position as the person making the excuse, I think it 
could be safely left in their hands; and we should 
expect that they would act reasonably. I am not 
saying that you should encourage slackness. As a 
matter of fact, I think that  there should be an excuse 
for three meetings instead of four. This is quite 
reasonable and if that were amended to read that 
way, I would agree with it. I cannot see the reason 
for th'e fear by the honourable junior member for 
St. George. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: I am that old-fashioned type 
of person who does not agree with anything savour- 
ing to be arbitrary. I entirely agree with the whole 
Clause up  to sub-section (2), but the Hon. Premiet 
does not think of the finite nature of the word 
l 1 po\~.er" but power is finite. A time will come when 
vou will not have an Executive Committee of the good- 
h11 which the Hon. Premier knows exists on the 
Executive Committee of today, and for that reason 
I feel that sub-Clause (3) should be deleted. I fear 
of anything with arbitrarv power. I feel that any 
political body must be guided 'by some law or  reW- 



1090 HOUSE 
C m- - - 
Iztion; it should not be left to  do anything to its own 
free will; i t  should be gaided by a law or regulation 
and that is the essence of democracy. 

Sir, I do not s ~ ~ p p o r t  sub-clause (3) as it now' 
~ t a n d s ;  l think i t  is unnecessary. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: If i t  were academic, I 
would second the motion for deletion because the 
regult would fundamentally be that the existing law 
would operate. We do not have to say that i t  is thc 
Executive Committee who should disnliss because 
that is the law today. Every power including that of 
a Judge has to be exercised judicially, althougl~ GC 
course, sanction in one case has nothing to do with 
sanction in another case. Every power given to you 
must be used according to your discretion; it is not 
given arbitrarily; i t  means that you have to exercise ~t 
judicially. There is a :ase where although the Gov- 
ernor had poners in his hands to expel a person, m 
appeal was made to the Privy Council. You cannot 
fire a persoil out of thfe island without saying why he 
should be fired; because British Law (because of 
t t~c  very fact that i t  is democratic) is not arbitrary. 
If you \\.ere to expel any persoil without hearing his 
c'efence, that person can bring a case to the Privy 
Council. The law as regards arbitratioll is covered 
except so far as sanction. You cannot sue a Gov- 
ernment. You cannot eve11 expel a man from a club 
{because in many cases he has a remedy. I t  h a y  
bc that you may be able t o  bring a case of libel or 
dander against the club for having expelled him 
from the club, becanse expulsion may mean that he 
could be unfit to sit with his fellow men. British law 
<S not ar'bitrary; even a Governor or a Governor-in- 
Bxecutive Committee has to act judicially; but sanc- 
tion may be different sometimes. I repeat; if i t  were 
academic, I ~vonld vote for the deletion of thi, 
cvb-clau\e. That is the law of England and the law 
of Barbados. 

Mr. LETVIS : Xr. Chairman, 1 an1 going to 
make this appeal to the hon. member. I have already 
told him that if he puts in what is in the Natural Gas 
Corporation Act I n*ould vote for it. This subclause 
5s worded as i t  is 'because of the way in which Clause 
four was printed. I t  is here stated that the Gov- 
iernor-in-Executive Committee may at an>- time re- 
voke the appointinent of any member of the Author- 
ity without any reason. Do you mean to tell me that 
t.ny self-respecting member of this Atlthority will 
get a member ofl this House to raise his name in here 
to say why you fired him? I am telling the hul, 
member that no self-respecting miember of that Au- 
thority would do it. I ~vould never be the one to come 
on the floor of this House to t ry  to justify the charac- 
ter of someone who is fired. I am saying that this 
sub-cla,use is wrong a s  i t  is. For anyone to coine here 
to justify the character of someone who is fired, hq 
will have to come ~v i th  an  innuendo. I am not saying 
that some of the firing cannot be justified, but i t  ia 
a serions thing to come in here to ask about it. As i t  
stands it is repngnant. No member call do anything 
by himsclf; i t  takes eren two to aign a cheque. I am 
appealing to him to see the reason. I t  maa- be alright 
GllCe he is on the Executive Committee; but every- 
tl.iizg comes to an end. The day may come ~ v h e n h e  
might not be on the Executive, and then he will see 
these things in a different light. I am appealing to 
hiin to see that this is not in  any other Act. T ~ ~ o u l d  
h a w  ag r~ed  with it if Clause (4) was left as it was. 

I would leave i t  so and let it be for fire years 
The next Executive Committee wollld have to get 
rid of them for him. I t  was put in in this arbitrary 
nlaniier for some reason or the other: becans~ when 
1 read Clause 4 as i t  is printed here I said this 
E O U ~ I ~ S  funny to me, but i t  is in keeping ~ 5 t h  the 

Clause (5)  that is following. I think if you change 
Clause 4 by putting in something definite, that would 
Le better. 
7.00 p.m. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I refuse to 
consider persuading the hon. member who has just 
sat down. Reading it or saying i t  makes no diger- 
ence to him. I w0as merely addreslsing my remarks to 
the hon. junior member for St. John. Those are only 
specific instances that may operate with the Gover- 
nor-in-Executive Committee. I f  a man on the High- 
ways and Transport cannot get on with the Technical 
Engineer, the thing to do is to get r id  of him and 
keep the Technical Engineer. I n  a proper adminis- 
tration if any differences arise involving a member 
of the Board, the proper thing to do  is to remove 
the man on the Board. When the hon. member talks 
about the Natural Gas Corporation Act this is what 
it says:- 

"The Governor may a t  any time remove froin 
office all or so many of the members of the Corpora- 
tion as he may- consider necessary in the interests 
of the effective and economical performance of tile 
Punctions of the Corporation. 

(2) The Governor may a t  any .time remove 
from office any member of the Corporation who 
has become incapable through ill health of per- 
forming elXciently his duties as such member, oi- 
who has been absent froln all the meetings of tile 
Corporation during a period of six months." 

1 said to the hon. member for St. John that pe  
should not let any member influence him to conceive 
ideas that would interfere with his rewoning. 

It is my duty as long as I happen to know; not 
to sit and say nothing. If I had wanted to be a Machia- 
vellian, all I had to do was to sit and smile and agree 
to ask the Committee to take i t  out. I must apologise 
for having spoken m, often. But I must repeat that 
lf a vote is taken and the matt>er gets out of son- 
trol, immediately the Governor-in-Executive Corn 
mittee mill have to resort t o  its power. 

Mr. BAR<ROW: Mr. Chairman, I am going to 
enjoin the hon. senior member for St. 3Tichael in the 
same way as I have enjoined the electors of St. Mi- 

1 chael to find out things for himself. The hon. senior 
member for St. Joaeph says that the Natural Gas 
Corporation contains exactly the same Clause as this 1 Bill. [A VOICE : Yes, i t  is in the Gove~nment'u 
Bill.] Mr. Chairman, the hon. member for St. Joseph 
said that the hon. junior member for the Clity point- 
ed out to him what I had already pointed out t o  
him; that is, that i t  has never happened that we pass 
an Act without putting a limit on the power which 
'it gives. While the hon. senior member for St. Joseph 
was reading from the Natural Gas Corporation Act, 
I made a little challenge to the hon. member on my 
left to the effect that the hon. member for St. Joseph 
would not get to the end of Clause 17 and at  that 
moment he stopped short. He does i t  everytime. 

The Natural Gas Corporation Act says this : "that 
the Governor may remove on two grounds." NO. 1, is 
found i n  Section 7, sub-section 1, i t  reads as  fol- 
101~s :- " The Governor may at  any time remove from 
office all or so many of the mem'bers of the Corpora- 
lion as he may consider necessav in the interests of 
the effective and economical performance of the func- 
tions of the Corporation." 

Now, sub-clause 3, of clause 5 of this Housing 
Bill states :- 

"The Governor-in-Executive Committee may a t  
any time revoke the appointment of any member of 
the Authority. " 

And the very next thing on the paper is Clause 6- 
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The Natural Gas Corporation Act, 1950, whim 

the hon. senior member for St. Joseph refused to read 
fully, states this: (section 6 sub-section 1 )  "The 
Corporation shall consist of a chairman and not more 
than four members all of whom shall be appointed 
by the Governor". 

From Section 6 we pass on to Section 7 which 
reads as follows :- 

7. (1) The Governor may a t  anytinle remove 
from office all or so many of the inembers of the Cor- 
poration as he nzay consider necessary in the inter- 

.ests of the effective and econoinical performance of 
the functions of the Corporation. 

(2) The Governor may at any time remove 
Slam office any member of the Corporation who has 
become in capable through ill-health of performing 
efficiently his duties as such member, or who has been 
absent from all the meetings of the Corporation dur- 
ing a period of six months." 

Non', the very next thing is Section 8. I want to 
say this for the benefit of the hon. senior member 
for St. Micharl. I am asking hini to go and look into 
"Broome's Legal BIasims7' ( I  am giving him Chap- 
t e r  and verse) and look for this exprcsgon: 
Ezpressio unilcs cst exclt~sio alterius. 

Therefore if in the Cusrtom7s Tariff Act, it was 
stated that the Customs should give a rebate on Motor 
oars or horses, i t  does not nlear~ that the Customs 
Authority has power to give a rebate on a refrigera- 
tor. He  said the grounds on ~ \h i ch  the Governor can 
revoke an appointment are contained in Section 7 of 
Natural Gas Corporation Act, 1950. 

Mr. Chairman, I an1 not abusing anybody. I am 
asking the hon. senior inember for St. Michael to ques- 
tion things for himself. If he thinks that a British 
Parliament or any other Colonial Parliament would 
pass laws which ~vould give hiin unlimited power he 
is mistaken. When a certain Bill was introduced 
by the Secretary of State for the Colonies, the Secre- 
tary of State pointed out that they had not disclosed 
to the Board or any member of that body the grounds 1 

,see what has happened; Clause 5(1) is new, (23 is 
modified and (3) is adapted. Adapted to what? To 
every day a t  a meeting; is that ill health? The Gov- 
ernment to-day-[Hon. M. E. COX: Adapted to  suit 
local conditions.] What are the local conditions that 
jsn appointing body wants those arbitrary powers to 
dismiss somebody? It is arbitrary because there is no 
restraining influence a t  all in it. I am perfectly mill- 
ing to have in  this Bill something which you have 
in another Act. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : 'Suppose a man gets drunk 
every day dt a ,i~eeting, is that not ill hmratlh? The 
Gover~~or-in-Execative Committee can dismiss a 111ail 

because he is drunk every day at  meetings. 
JIr. TUDOR,: I disagree with the Leader of my 

Party in one respect. I feel that he has been unduly 
sevele on the hon. senior member for St. Joseph. When 
the hon. member is using so many different argu- 
~ n e a t s  and so inany sets of facts to justifJ~ those argu- 
ments he may be forgiven for  not only confusing us, 
but also for confusing himself. He is actually saying: 
"if he had drafted this Bill he would not have had 
'that provisiou 31 i t ;  but  if i t  is in, let i t  remain in." 
I t  is a coinnlon saying in  respect of young people: 
"those who are in stand in :  those who are out stand 
out". That is all right for Beeping a tidy house but 
lit iq not the best principle if you want to have proper 
legislation. 

It is clear that the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
n:;ttee inust have and must retain the pom4er of the dis- 
missal of people who are appointed on Statutory 
Boards. What had been clear until the hon. member 
sj~oke was that they should not be able to dismiss any- 
body merely 'because they wanted to dismiss him ; and 
if reference is icade to the h'atural Gas Corporatioi~ 
~ I c t ,  i t  will be seen that the power given to the Goyer. 
nor is to be exercised in  accordance with certain con- 
ditions, ill-health or otherwise; but  you cannot say 
that the same thing is operating here. It clearly says 
that the Governor-in-Executive Committee may dis- 
miss a t  anytinle any member of the Authority, but i t  

on which thep had dismissed anybody. Mr. Oliver does not say if he is this, that or the other. That is 
Lyttelton. said that. Although we are to understand klearly arbitrary: because there is nothing in the 

Board, yet thousands of such cases have happened 

i that even the Queen cannot tell the hon. senior mem- Clause to illustrate the conditions under which such 
ber for St. Joseph when to dismiss a member of the dismissal may be exercised. So much for that. 

The danger in not deleting this Clause is this: 
during his tenure of office. knowing the hon. senior member for  St. Joseph as we 
7.10 p.m. do, we would not be surprised if on another occasion 

This is the worst thing I have ever seen in any when another Corporate Authority is being set up, 
law; this is the sort of thing for which the Barons we should not a t  all be surprised to  hear hinl say 
drove King John to ~unnymeade  to sign the Magna that  we allowed it in the Housing Bill; and he will 
Charts. The Act of 1701 placed further restriction &argue with us  very strongly that we allowed it in 
on this arbitrary exercise of power, although the hone the Housing Bill inasmuch as me allowed him to con- 
senior member for St. Joseph will tell us that when ~ i n c e  us from his reading of the Natural Gas Cor- 
you appoint a Judge you Cannot dismiss him poration Act that there was no new departure. We 
t r a r i l ~ ;  but what were they fighting against in Eng- have got t o  b'e, very careful with the hon. member's 
land in the early years? 1 am not m ~ i n g  this for the line of argument ; it becomes more misleading since 
benefit of the hon. senior member for St. Joseph b e  more and more cases need application to certain 
caase he is beyond redemption; 'but this is for mem- prillciples. 
bers of this Chamber who still uphold the principles 7.20 p.m. 
of democracy. I am asking those bon. members to look There is another reason why this Clause shoulc? 
st the Act of Settlement and the Magna Charts and if not be left as i t  is. I now come to  the hollonrable 
they feel that anything that emanates from the hen. se,;~r member for St. Miohael. I am going to tell 
senior member for St. Joseph. is God made, it is a him that shortly he will have reason to  see the force 
matter for them. of the a r ~ m e n t  which has been put up on this side 

Mr. LEWIS:  Whenever the hon. senior member of the table, because I am disclosing to the House 
for  St. Joseph is up against stu'bbborn facts, he is cow that a problem is going to ble put to him in  
famous for saying that pathological things cannot eapacity as Minister for Housing by some person 
convince him. How many things the Other Place  hose judgment and opinions he values, but who will 
have sent back here? This is a Bill which has beeh tell him some unpalatable things. I f  anyone8 such 
5n British Guiana since 1946; it was probably sent ,person were to  be appointed as a member of this 
back here by Sir Alfred Savage and therefore nothing llousing Authority under these terms, from the sort 
can lie wTong with it. If you look a t  the arrangement of advice which I know that they will tender to the 

-of the a a u x s  and the compwative Table you will Minister, that person mould not have a second loQ?W 



on this Housing Authority. If you leave this sub- 
clause like this, and independent minded persons are 
eppointed to Statutory Authorities and they tender 
advice in the interest of the people which may not be 
to the liking of the Governor-in-Executive Com 
niittee, they will be penalised by dismissal. If you 
leave that Clause like this, knowledgeable people who 
will be of value to the Housing Authority by the 
wealth of thlejn views, will not accept membership on 
that Board when they are exposed to dismissals with- 
out  any reason given. 

Sir, I feel very strongly about this because you 
cannot allow the power of dismissal to remain with- 
out underlying conditions. 1 wish this Committee 
to take the honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
a t  his word. He said that i t  was established and if 
that is so, whether you have to go to the Pl'ivy Coun- 
cil or not, and whether actual cases come out to test 
ii, that is sufficient. From the honourable member's 
own admission, the Clause is unnecessary; so that; 
even if the argument that i t  is wrong is allowed to 
slide for a moment, this Committee would have to 
ask itself whether i t  can d o r d  to pass le,gislation 
which even on the admission of the Government, is 
unnecessary. The honourable senior member for St. 
Joseph was very careful to say that if he had done 
the  drafting, he would never have put i t  in. Sir, 
v,*e have no right to pass legislation which is un- 
necessary; and we certainly have no r i ~ h t  to pass 
legislation which is wrong, and certainly less right 
to pass legislation which is both unnecessary and 
wrong. 

Mr. BRANCliER : Mr. Chairman, this section 
appeals to me in the following way: first of all, I 
understand that the, previous section (section 4) was 
&mended to read that the persons who hold office 
should hold office for a period of five years. I n  other 
words, section 4 gives an element of permanence to 
th1e persons who ate on the Committee; therefore, it 
would seem illogical to me having decided to appoint 
&hem for a period of five years, to proceed in th~el 
following section to say that the Governor-in-Execu- 
tive Committee may at any time revoke the appoint- 
ment of any such member. Having said in one sec- 
tion that the appointments should be for a period of 
years, you thien immediately afterwards should not 
put in something to mean that the appointments can 
br only for a peniod of five months. 

T<hen, there is another aspect to it which strikeq 
me. I am prepared to conceive that the wording of 
section 7 of the Xatural Gas Corporation Act is a 
great deal better than the wording of this section- 
wction 5 .  What I feel ~vould be the result of this 
hub-section, if i t  is allowed to yemain, is that it might: 
bs very difficult to  gat any set£-respecting person 
to be willing to serve as a member of this Authority 
if he is told that we ane appointing you for a period 
of five years, but a t  any time without reason given 
or for no reason we can revoke your appointment. 
Sir, we are passing legislation for any Governor-in- 
Executive Committee, not for a particular E-- ~ e c u -  
ti: e Committee. 

I do not &call what tinare the argluments when 
the Natural Gas Corporation Act was debated in  
1350, but I think that Act is quite wide enough 
Section 7 of that Act says that the Governor mas 
at any time llemove from office all or so many of the 
Corporation as he may consider necessary in the in- 
terest of the effective and economical performance of 
the functions of the Cocporation. There is no reason 
why we should mal~e this Act wider than that. Cer- 
tainly, we should not make it as wide as Section 5, 
scb-section 3. 

The Hon. Premier cited a case of an officer of the 
Department of Highways and Transport. &ppose you 
even tbought that an officer could not get on with 

USE 
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the Technical Engineer and you wanted power to get 
r id of him, you ~vould have ample power to remow 
him and deal with him as a person whom the Gov- 
crnor may consider necessary 111 the interests of the 
effective and economical performance of the func- 
ticns of the Board to reinove; because, obviously, if 
LE. is holding up the work of the technical expert, if 
that officer is only a nuisance in that office, then if, 
can be truly said that he is a person whose advice 
v~ould not be necessarily in the inteivst of the effec- 
tive performance of the Departmelit. 

Lawyers revel in precedents; and I do not know 
what motivated the draughtsman of this Bill not t u  
follow the drafting of Section 7 of the Natural Gas 
Corporation Act. This section of this Bill is definite- 
ly too wide; and I cestajnly would adopt the phrase- 
ology of Section 7 of the Natural Gas Corporation 
Act t o  enable any person who is not pulling his 
weight to be removed; but i t  should not be so wide 
that such peiwon should be removed for no reason 
whatsoever. I n  this Bill, you are giving them power 
which is quite necessary but this wide, unrestrictzu 
power should not be placed in the hands of any body 
Sir, let us  be guided by Section 7 of the Natural Gas 
Corporation Act. I certainly support the amend- 
ment of Section 5 of this Bill to conform with section 
7 of the Xatural Gas Corporation Act. 
7.30 p.a .  

The question that sub-clafcse 3 of CZaz~se 5 was 
pqct and rc~olved in thr negative on a &vision as fol- 
lows : 

Ayes: Mr. LEWIS, &h. BZAKCKER, Mr. ALLDER, 
&h-. BARROW, Mr. TUDOR, Mr. GODDARE--(6). 

Noes: Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CI ;I: 
MINS, Hon. M. E .  Cos, Hon. C. E.  TALMA, Mrs. E. E 
I~OI'RNF., Mr. BRYATV, Mr. MILLER, Mr. J. C. ~XOTTLEY, 
Mr. VAUGIIAS--(S). 

The qzcestion that C h s c  5 sta~nd part, uvxs put 
cqld  resolved i~ the afi~nzative witholtt diviswlz. 

Clause 6 was called and passed. 
Clause 7 was called alzd passed. 
Clause 8 was calllecl. 
Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Chairman, this is the first 

Clause which gives power to the Governor alone. It 
d;es not say "Governor-in-Executive" this time. I n  
l fne three the word "Governor", I think should be 
followed by " -in-Executive Committee' '. All the other 
Clauses contain the phrase "Goverlzor-in-Executive 
Committee". Sub-clause 1, of Clause 8 reads as fol- 
h w s  : 

"The Authority may appoint and employ a 
Manager whose appointment shall be subjec,t to the 
approval of the Governor, and such other officers 
,and servants as the Authority deems necessary for 
carrying out the purposes of this Act." 

I do not approve of the word "Governor" a t  all;  
the phrase should read, "subject to the approval of 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee". 

Mr. BRYAK: Mr. Chairman, I an1 going to 
ac.cond the motion of the honourable junior nlembel- 
for St. John. I t  seems to me that the phrase "Gov- 
lernor-in-Executive" is used throughout the whole of 
tl-e Objects and Reasons; and appearing in  Clause 8 
as "Governor7' alone, i t  strikes me as an  oversight. 
I would therefore over-ride it by seconding the mo- 
tion of th~e honourable junior member $or St. John. 

Mr. RARROTN: Mr. Chairman, If any honour- 
a'ble member on this side of the House had expressed 
the view just expressed by the honourable juuiior 
meniber for St. Michael, he ~vould have been called 
the biggest ignoramus in the world by the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph. 

I think that the hfonourabl~ senior member for 
St. Joseph should have pointed out that with the 
appointment, the terms and conditions of employ- 
ment are two separate and distinct matters. Because 
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ia Sub-clause (1) of Clause 8 of the Housing Bill it telling the t ru th  o r  not. I am only ~varlzing the Gov- 
is stated that: ' 'the Authority illay appoint and em- eriinieiit that if lhey intend to do anything, like that. 
ploy a Manager whose aPPollltrne1lt shall be subjeca I have received that information in golng around 
2 0  the approval of th)e Governor '. in the same way that you heard of the nativity and 

Snb-clause (2) says that the ''terms a,nd condi- the way that Herod was going to act. Herod had 
tjons of the manager and all officers, servants and authority than the selllor member for st 
agents of the Authority shall bs s u ~ j e c t  to the ap- Yiehael. ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ ,  re hear this thing mooted all 
PI-oval of the Governor-in-Executive Comnlittee." around and the results Tvill prove it. ~h~~~ are peoplr 

I want to inake i t  quite clear that I do not neces- ,..ho may not have direct contact with the Ministel 
s a r i l ~  agree that in the Governor they will know whether he is telling the truth 
have to ratify the appointmelnt of the manager of a or not. I am asking the to follow these ap 
s 'atutor~ A o t h o d t ~ .  I said I do not ne'essaril~ poilltlnents; a job has been at a certain salary @gree; but I in favour of retaining i t  for this the person~s claim to i t  is that he was selllng 
reason : I look at the P ' ~ ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  the ,-loth. The buildiligs of Barbados the disorgallira- 
Governor-in-Executive Committeq not only present tion of the streets and communication system are a 
in this House but who come into this Chamber, I 
think it is a glood idea for the G~~~~~~~~~ to confind disgrace to the colninunity. For  the past 70 years m a  

the appointment to thei Governor. have had on the Statute Book of this island legisiatioll 
Ill sub-clause ( 2 )  of this Bill it is a different e:labling Statutory Boards to restrict the distance 

matter. I am not really ridiculing the hollowable within which people may erect buildings in Bridge 
junior membeir for St. Blichael, but I do feel that if Holetow11 and Speightstown and they have nor 
Vie ,honourable members on the &her side of the done anything about it. The General Board of 
table had met in conference with the honourhble Health has been given specific powers which they fail 
junior member for  St. Michael before they came into to perform; and I am warning the Minister not to 
into this House, they would have argued out all these foist any non-tech~ical man as Manager under this 
llttle technicalities and smoothed out all the little dif- Housing Authority. I have nothing against any 
ferences which the honouxable members on this side Civil Servant or any employee in  this island, but I 
o! the table would riot have had. sayillg in the interest of the people of this country 

Mr. Chairman, leaving that aside for the moment, that You will find people more amenable to your sug- 
I think that the honourable junior member for St. ge~tiorl beside a man who has professional qualifica- 
Michael appreciates the distinction between the two lions and who is able to tell you his mind and get 
powers. I think that even he understands; in fact another job a t  a moment's notice; therefore i t  is 
others have understood, and he seems to understand. sometimes more convenient for a Minister to have a 

I do not agree that we should allow clause (8) 
to stand as i t  is, because there is a move afoot to' take 
a non-technical officer and make him manager of this 
IIousing Authority. I have warned certain honour- 
able nlem'bers in this House about that already; and 
now that you are going to vest such a large amount 
of the taxpayers9 money in  this statutory Authority, 
i t  would be self-evident that the manager himself is 
going to play a great part, not only in, the actual ex- 
pending of the money, but in the design and COIL- 

struction of the houses. IIe will be advising the 
Inembers of the Government or the present Board 
a s  to the design and constn~ction of the houses. NOW, 
I understand that they originally anticipated asking 
a qualified (the present Director of Public 
works) to accept this post. It is a highly technical 
post. We should have a Town, and Country Plan- 
%ing Authority, not a technical officer. I t  is not an 
extremely technical job. 

We are vesting wide powers in this Board, and 
we have a technicfal officer from the point of view of 

of housing! Now, what I understand is that 
mith the %me dexterity with rnhich the Government 
usually handles Government ljusiness and the busi- 
ness of the taxpayers of this country, they having 
suggested to the Director of Public Works that he 
should take the job a t  a cer tah  salary, they then 
turned around and offered the same job to the present 
lfanager of the Housing Board at  the same salary. 
7.40 p.m. 

Hon. M. M. COX: On a point of Order. There 
is absolutely no truth in  what the hon. member has 
said. No Director of Public Works has been offered 
a n y  job a t  any salary or anything like that. 

Mr. BARROW: Of course the qualification or 
stipulation which the hon. member has made is in 
.connection with this Bill. This Bill has not been 
pawed up to now, but you cannot help people from 
hearing things and that people are preening their 
feathers for the jobs which they will occupy. Thp 
I o n .  senior member for St. Michael must know that  
ather people in the country will know whether he is 

1 "an who is subservient to him. I think that Clause 
' of this Bill should be amended to say that the 

Manager of the Housing Board should be a qualified 
'architect or a qualified Civil Engineer. That is all 
I am saying. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTILIEY: I do not quite agree 
with the view which has been expressed by the las 
speaker to the effect that the Manager under this 
Housing Authority should be an  architect or a quail- 
fied Engineer. As a matter of fact, I feel that 
it is better a t  times to have the actual 
administration and management in  the hands of lay-. 
"len in ComParlsOrl. with engineers. I feel that you 

leave the management to a11 experienced pm- 
"On qualified in  administration and local knowledge 
and that You should have an  architect attached to 
$he Department. I must say this: whatever happens. 
I "gree with the point of view that  there is room 
for an  architect in  an  organisation like this, for the 
simple reason that we have the old fashioned, way of 

properties. I n  C~mection with the buildings 
which the Director of Public Works has erected 
the average builders have gathered much from his 
designs have been able to cheapen the cost of 

very much. We had an  expensive way 
designing buildings 60 years ago and we have 

been continuing in  that way. 1 m of the opin- 
ion that when this Housing Authority is established 
we have on the staff some person with a 
knowledge of architecture; I do think that in these 

we should separate the technical know-how 
from tEe general management. 

Pm. 
Mr. VAUBHAN: Mr. Chairman, I entirely 

agree with the last hon. member who sat down whell 
he said that i t  was not necessary to have a technical 
expert as manager of this Authority. There are many 
departmellts where a technical administrator as a n  
administrator is a failure, and it is more often the 
case than not. We are now building ho~zses in Bar- 
bados for a certain class of person and we would 
be much safer with the type of manager who has ths 
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experience of what houses are needed for thos: 
people, and who is accustomed to local ways and our 
looa. 'l'here are some Englishmen with a fixed idea 
a s  to the type of houses which suit natives in thc 
colonies; and if you were to  get such a person, he 
would begin to build houses entirely obnoxious to 
the wishes and feelings of the people. A local man 
who has experience in  housing would not make tha; 
error. That, sir, i my fear in appointing a n  expert 

I have heard that remark made about Castries 
w&ch is rebuilt by English experts from out of 
funds contributed by Colonial Development and 
Welfare. I understand that when the rain falls in 
Castries the streets are flooded for hours. Not only 
mere the experts ignorant of the rainfall, on which 
account they did not allow for proper drainage of 
the town, but they went to work and built houses 
which are entirely unsatisfactory to the people. Cer- 
tainly, you can admire the town from a purely 
architectural point of view, but those English, experts 
did not study the climatic conditions which exist in 
Castries and they built houses which should be built, 
in an English town. 

Sir, nobody would be able to change their mind. 
on what they think is their architectural right. They 
are going to build according to what they think is 
architecturally right; and because of that, we are not 
safe with a foreign architectural expert. The person 
whom we should get should be one who knows th? 
people's wants. Let the plans be submitted to him; 
let him be the final arbitrator of those plans. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, I am going to 
be very frank about it. The Housing Authority for 
which we are making provision cannot be regarded 
as a Town and Country Planning Authority; as a 
matter of fact, I am wondering if and when such 
an Authority would be brought before this Chamber 
in  the not distant future. I was hoping that pro- 
vision for that Authority would have been brought 
in here with the provisiw for  this Housing Authority 
I do know that with respect to the Town and Countr, 
Planning Bill which was brought before this Hous 
a few years back, of the 48 sections, there were on(. 
or two which were on slum clearance. 

This Housing Authority will be spending morr 
money but will be building the exact type of house; 
in the same areas, probably only more than what is 
k~einr built now. Another point is that the type of 
houses which you are going to build would be con- 
forming to about the three or four standards now 
seen in this island. Barbadians do not change from 
those standards. Whether democracy would object 
01 not, we have to bear in mind that an  individual 
only thinks i b  terms of his own house. All that you 
will be doing is to repeat the same type of house that 
has been 'built and build more of them. 

Sir, to make any change as regards your preseat 
AIai~ager-Secretav of Housing will be fool-hardy and 
will only endanger your Authority. Your Manager 
of Ilousing need not be an architect, because, as I 
have said: all that you will be doing is to build prob- 
ably between four or ten types of houses of the plai~? 
background of drawings that you follow. He will 
not be even given a free hand to adorn the houses 
with embellishments which contemporary architects 
of this period or architects of the period of over a 
century ago use. He will be restricted to the type 
which we are building because i t  is purely a question 
of economics. I am not attempting to praise your 
present Manager-Secretary of Housing; as a matter 
(of fact, I have no reason whatsoever to feel sympa- 
thetic towards him; but his fine characteristics and 
noble qualities and the manner in  which he handles 
Ithe people with whom he deals are such that we can 

rely greatly on him; and I believe he will be thl: 
same to any Authority. 

What are you going to do with an engineer 
when you are only going to construct houses of a par- 
ticular size and of simple drawings. All you would 
be doing is to waste that man's time. Human digni- 
t y  would make him refuse the job of sitting in an  
o6ce and wasting time when he could add some con- 
tribution to building constmctions of another eoun- 
try. 

All this Housing Authority which we are creai- 
ing seeks to do is to build more houses of the s a p  
type and size in more districts than we are  now build 
ing. The only thing I fear is that if the Government 
wakes the mistake again of building wooden houses 
which will vnly be building a habitat for wood ants 
and which before the money which you borrowed to 
build them is repaid, you will be wondering if yoa 
xi11 be able to get another loan to rebuild them. 

What I am hoping is that we are going to change 
that condition where, when a million dollars of lum 
Ler is brought in here- 
8.W p.m. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member seems to be 
straying. I 40 not think that what he is saying has 
anything to do with this cla,use. 

Mr. MlLLER: Mr. Chairman, this is dealiug 
with clause 8 and I am talking about the Manager ot 
the Housing Board. 

The amenities of housing which this Bill seeks 
to offer mean a great deal to the thousands and 
thousands of people who have been dreaming of 
homes for themselves and their families for a long 
time. This is not the type of Authority with which 
you call toy; i t  actually indicates their heritage. I 
Elope that the Minister is persuaded that the present 
man has done a gigantic job; the manner alone i n  
which he handles people is sufficient to disprove an) 
doubt. 

Mr. LEWIS : I would like to make some remarks 
about this clause. On previous occasioils I have 
heard the senior member for St. Joseph criticise 
this questioil of the appointment of civil servants on 
Boards, and to-night the Government is acceptiiig 
an  amendment which says that the Governor-in 
Executive must appoint servants to this Board. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I t  was originally written 
that way. This is a different matter altogether. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman, this is a corporat.: 
body. Do you mean to tell me that the Governor-in- 
Zxecutive wants to get mixed up\ in the appointing 
of the manager and things like that? As f a r  as thc 
particular personnel is concerned, i t  is the Govern- 
ment who will put up  and appoint the whole per- 
sonnel for this Board. [VOIC'ES : Only the Manager] 
That is only a slip ; because even the Premier says so. 
[Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Order! Order!] 

If they approve of a salary for one man who 
might be a higher salaried man, then that is a 
different matter. I thought that this was the reasou 
for sub-clause 2 being in this Bill. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTILEY: Mr. Chairman, I haw: 
not followed the argument but I will begin by quot- 
ing clause 8, sub-clause 1: "The Authority may 
appoint and employ a Manager whose appointment 
shall be subject to the approval of bhe Governor, and 
such other officers and servants as the Authority 
deems necessary for carrying out the purposes df 
this Act. -- 

(2) The terms and co~lditions of employment of 
the  manager and of all officers, servants and agents 
of the Authority chall be subject to the approval of 
the Governor-in-Executive Coinmittee." 
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I view that with suspicion. If the Opposition had be vested in his hands, you should accept the 
made this amendment, they would have been told ammdment made by the hon. junior member for 
everything about it. I was wondering this: you have St. John to vest the powers in the hands of politic& 
a system of ministerial government now, and yet members of the ExecutiveCommjttee. 
throughout this Bill you have everything "Governor- I do not like to make suggestions which would 
in-Executive Committee, Governor-in-Executive Corn- appear to be out of place, but I must confess that  
inittee" ! I thought that in keeping with a minis- this is the first time since I ha1.e been i n  this Chamber 
terial government, wherever the words "Governor- that I have heard the hon. junior member for St. 
in-Executive Committee'' now appear in these clauses, Michael make any suggestion as to substance or 
the word "Ministry" would have been used instead. Form. I n  principle he is just as good as any 

Now 1 come to this su'b-clause 1 of clause 8. This US Over here, but when i t  comes to substance and 
Board has to  appoint a manager; and here in sub- detail such have not been displayed by the 
clause (1) i t  is stated that the H Governor 7 has to hone junior member for S t .  Michael. 1 would like 
approve of the appointment. [Hon. G. H. ADAMs: the Officer Administering the Governmeat of this 
Which is the right thing]. It is strange. It is unlike Colony to read these debates very carefully and he 
you to accept that amendment. Once a Bill is draft- see the land of ~mersau l t i ng  which is taking 
ed and sent down here it is strange for you to accept place between the passage of a Bill in Executive 
an amendment. I mean that to the customary Committee and its Passage in the Legislature itself. 

-L way of doing something is a rare thing for the Prem- i am not goilng to say that the hon. junior member 
for St. Michael moved this amendment and the ier to accept. This is what the fact is now. 1 do not 
the hen. junior member for St. John 

$ know %.hat were the reasons given; but I understand 
*, - that this amendment came about due to a motion ed it 0' vice versa at the instigation of a GOV- 

made by the hon. junior member for St. John, second- cl-nment Ninister, but I am warning the Minis- 
ters that it does not look good for them to vest ed by the hon. junior member for St. MiChael. We 

powers in their own hands in such an essy cannot prevent the Government from accepting it ; fashion especially when they have reminded us time 
but I am going to be just to myself and have i t  taken and time again that they have threshed out these out. I think that I have a right to do that just as they  ill^ carefully in Executive Commit,ee. What iq 
have a right to accept it. 

I have taken much pains with these Bills espec- happening in Barbados today is that one side id 

iully when it comes to Housing or anything of that 'laying the other; I say that the 
House is 'being doubled-mossed. We are inveigled nature ; and this is the first occasion1 that I Can recol- into certain and then the Secretary of lect, on which the Hon. Premier has accepted an State for the Colonies is told that i t  is the fwling 

amendment. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: Has the Premier accepted 
Mr. E. D. MOTT'JJEY : When I say the Premier 

I mean the ~overnment.  I t  is hardly likely that any 
other Minister would have accepted it the 
Premier agreed. I take i t  that this must have 
been in  the hands of the Members of the 
for sometime, and therefore, this Bill must have 
been discussed by the Ministers in 
mittee. 

3. I t  is not a suggestion that instead of 
three members you should appoint and have 
~ rov i so  that the merfibers of the not 
be paid anything acceding so much; ' am 
g=sting that this should remain as "~Overncrr". 
8.10 p.m. 

Mr. BARROW : For once the Government is 
being As tlhe hon. junior member 
for the City has pointed out, you will always find 
that the members of the Government are always 
ready and willing to pass any legislation which puts 
a little power in their hands. I n  SO readily accept- 
ing the amendment moved by the hon. senior member 
fOT St. John, the members of the GOvernment a d  
especially the Minister in  charge, have confirmed 
the allegation made by the hon. junior member for 
the City. 1 am not reflecting on the Clauses which 
we have alr,?ady passed, but the instance will readily 
come to the minds of those hon. members who were 
present. Like the hon. senior member for the City 
I myself must confess that I was under the impression 
that Bills of this nature are discussed in Executive 
Committee; and as the hon. senior member for St. 
Joseph is so often wont to tell us: they have 
threshed out every single detail, the best legal brains 
in the country have wmked on them, the Crow11 
Law Officers, the Financial Secretary and the Officer 
Administering the Government himself. I t  seems 
unfair to Her Majesty's representatives in this 
volonv that after you have sat in Executive commit- 
t p  and given the Officer Administering the Gov- * ernment the impression that certain powers should a 

of the House that such and such a thing should be 
so and so. I must the hone junior member for 
St. Michael the compliment of paying that attention to 
detail which is usually left t o  the hon. junior member 
for the City; and I hope the hon. member will stick 
%O those principles. I beg to second the motion of 
the hon. senior member for the City. 

Mr. V. B. VAUGHAN: I moved the  amend- 
ment because on the very first occasion on which I 
read this Bill i t  struck me as extraordinarily 
strange when I saw that everyone of these things 
was to be approved by  the Executive Committee. In 
Clause 8, however the words "in Executive Corn- 
mittee" have been omitted. My first impression 
was that a printers' error had taken place. Now 
that we have Ministerial Status, the Ministers should 
have some say in  appointments made to such a n  im- 
portant social department. 
8.20 p.m. 

That is my personal view of it. This is not a 
department to be compared with the Post Office 
or the Auditor General's Office or m e n  the Public 
Works Department. This Department k a Social De- 
partment since i t  deals directly with the living 
habits of the people. I t  deals with the housbg of 
the inhabitants of the island; not selling them 
stamps, or building public works or other things 
Like that where as  an  administrative depa r tma t ,  
the appointment of the Head of the Department is 
made by the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

Sir, in a highly Social Department like the 
Housing Authority, the Minister of Housing should 
have every say;  and I would make that  my conten- 
tion right through the Bill. This Department 
is not on all-fours with other Government De- 
partments. How much say has the Governor in 
the appointment of Social Welfare Officers? If 
he has any say alone in the appointment of 
these officers, that is entirely wrong. These de- 
partments are too important in the lives of the 
people to be diversed from the Minister and that is 
why I moved this amendment. I do not think i t  is 



anything strange so far  as the Government is con- the terms and conditions of employment in keeping 
cerlled, and I see no reason nshy they should not with th'e standard of the duties of the officers. It is 
accept it. the duty of the Governor-in-Executive to say whether 

Mr. E. 1). AlOTTLEY: Mr. C h a i r m a n .  a man should not get more than S300 or £4W per --- 

Hon. CC. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, the hon- a1mUn4. 
ourable junior member for St. John who has just Sir, I am submitting that the Clause was worded 

sat do~vn brought me into i t  and I wish to say- a s  i t  is to prevent these posts from beingt political 
CEIAIRMAN: The hollourable senior appoirltlllents and to give the Board a free hand- 

member for the City caught my eye first. IVhat the Hon. Premier said was correct; that is, 

Mr. E. D. AIOTTLEY: \'hat I to say, 
that the Goaelr~ior is bound to take the advice of his 
Executive. The whole reason fol) leaving this in  the Mr. Chairman, is this: after listening to the hon- hands of the Governor is that when the Housing 

ourable junior melnber for  St. I am huthority recommellds a man for the job, nothing 
surprised a t  the motion; and I am not saying so aolitical can be brought illto i t ;  but if you put i n  
with a uiew to casting any aspersion on the Hon. , ~ ~ o v e r n o r - i n ~ ~ x e c u t i v e  committee= no Governor 
Minister for Housing. ciin suggest or do anything in  Executive Commit- C Hon. M. E.  COX: That does not worry me- te, if his five Ministers do not agree. Jf the Author- 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: When I listened to the itg necommends a inan to whom t.he Hon. Minister 
honourable j~ulior member for St. John, I am more of Housing or some other Ministers ape! not in agree- 
than surprised that the Hon. Premier has allowed nient, he is blocked if the appointment has to be ap- 
his suggestion at  all. Like the honourable junior proved by the Governor-in-Executive Committee. He 

I r  
b 

member for St. John, I read the Bill thoroughly naight be the best man in, the island for the post but 
and as I went through i t  and noted the absence of he will be blocked. That is an  absolute fact. 
authority of the Minister of Housiizg, in my second -6.30 p.m. 

+ t; 

reading speech, 1 said I wanted an explanation as When my colleague and I got in  here and mad3 
to why with a system of Miiiisterial status, all certain remarks eoncerniiig the Social Welfare Offi- 
through the Bill one salv reference being made to  cec, the Hon. Bfiizister and his colBaawes said noth- 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee. The Hon. ing. Does the hon. member say that when the Social 
Premier in reply said that i t  was a collective respon- Wdfare Officer draws a thousand ~ o u n d s  a year, the: 
sibility and nothing to be dealt with directly by appointment should not be approved by the GOV- 

the Ministry and I accepted that suggestion. ernor but by the Governor-in-Executive Committer: ? 
E ou have a ministerial government and thle~ policy The section reads thus: "The Authority may should be that of the Ministry. If I understand it appoint and employ a Manager," and the11 goes 

on to say "whose appointmellt shall be to rightly, we are pin the down policy; 

the approval of the Governor," and if you r ~ a d  whether they decide individually or collectively, i t  
it carefully, you will see that i t  deals purely with is for them to de~cide. By an act of le~islatioa, you 

the appoiiztn~ent. As to the appointment of the have decided to set up  a body corporate, m d  they 
Manager, the Governor alone, not the Governor-in. have decided that all appointments, with the ex- 
Zxecutive Committee, must approve of tha appoint- clusion of the Manager should be subject to the Gov- 
ment. The sub-section to th~e Section goes on to say ernor-in-Executive Committee; but that the actual 

that the terms and conditioizs of employment of management which must be divorced from the GOT- 
the Manageir and of all officers servants and agpnts ernme~nt should be with the approval of the Gov- 

ernor. I submit that if the best man in the island 
Of the be subject to the an draftsman and had a difference of the Boverizor-in-Exeautive Committee. Now, the 
Governor-in-Executive Con~mittee is going to api of opinion, (that is, a difference of political opin- 

ion) from the Minister of Housing he ~vould say that 
* 

point the Board; and I am that if the Hon. it should not be +.he ~Governor-il~-Execut~ve~71 [A Premier accepts that suggestion by the hon. junior 
member fcr St. John, it will be giving control to STOICE : 'The hon. member thinks this is the St. 
vha t  he has said that he was against at  the time Nichael's Vestry l] You are talking about the St. 

illic'hael Vestry; but you cannot say that they havs  of Ministe~rial s t a t ~ ~ s ;  that is, he said that Ministers ally ulterior motives. should have nothing to do with the appointments of I repeat that I view this of the ap- Civil Servants. If you accept that suggestioiz, this 
would be purely a pqlitical appointment, and the proval of the appointment of a manager by the 

wllole idea bekilld all of this is to plleyent it from ' cG~~ern~r - in -Execu t ive  Committee" with suspicioll. 
being a political appointment. What the Board will Sub-Chuse ( 2 )  of c l a ~ ~ e  (8) gives the Governor-in- 

do is to look around for a man and recommend him Executive Committee the entire authority to say 
for the post. His appointment must then be ap- whether or not the terms and conditions of the em- 
proved by the Governor. The Governor can say "yesw ploymellt of the manager and all the officers and 
or lno"  to  the appointment. ~f you pLlt it in the servants are satisfactory to them. What more power 
Bill to be approved by the Governor-in-Executive could any Authority want? 
Committee, i t  is going to be a political appointment Here is my impression of the situation that is 
because the Board woald not be able to appoint any- likely to arise under the provisions of clause (8'1 
one to the post since the men~be~lls of the Governor- of this Bill: The Authority recommends "A" and 
ill-Execntive Caminittee would always be around "A " is appointed ; the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
b ~ l l i ~ l a  the Board whom to appoint. I t  may soullil mittee says: this man "A7' has been appointed at 
stupid when 1 say so, bnt that is so. That is ~011- five thousand a year; then, under the provisions of 
sidered opinion. Tt will tixm out that if the Minis- clause 8 subclause (1) the "Governor" has power 
ter of IIousing does not get whom he wants to be to say, this cannot be. 
Manager, he ~vil l  refer the matter baclr to th:. When you look closely at  the question of the 
Board. appointment of the manager, you cannot help brit; 

Sir, if Ton accept that suggestion, you are go- feeling that this is put in here with a special mean 
Slzg to tie the hands of the Board. The word "Cfov ing. 
ernor" is put in the Clausi~r and for a v e q  good I would say this for the Premier: on Boards. 
reason. The a ~ ~ o i r l t m e n t  should be approved by on which I have sat with him, I have never 
the Governor aloile but the Governor-in-Executive seen him go out of his way to, get a job for or to 
Committee shonid have the power to say what are push a friend; although I do not always regascl 



this as a point in his favour. I will tell you this: 
what I have just mentioned concerning the Won 
Premier is something which cannot be said to be 
among my v i r t ~ ~ ~ s ,  however much it niay be needed 
If a man has been loyal to me, I thinli 1 should bc 
loyal to him. 

I submit that this particular clause was put iii 
for a reason; and I am surprised at  the P-Ion. Pre 
mier agreeing to the acceptaace of the proposed 
amendmelit to include the words "Goveriior-in- 
Executive." JVhen you read sub-clause (2) you 
will see that the Governor-in-Exceutivc still has t h ~  
power; because the terms and conditiolis must be 
approved by them. That is no mistal<e; I have it 
noted. You raised the entire question in the second 
reading speech, aiid I submit that this was absolute- 
ly no mistake. If we record to-daj- that this was 
mistake, then it vould be interesting, no doubt, tr 
listen to the opiiiions of the Other Place when th~: 
Bill should go before them. 

Let us suppose that the Ho11. Prenzier must halt? 
been busy aiid that he did not observe this particu- 
h r  c l a m  ill which we find the word "Governor" 
in  the phrase "approval of the Governor" in line 
3. Even if it slipped him i t  could not have slipped 
zll the others. And there is also the Attcrliey Gen 
era1 vhom we must consider; i t  would have had to 
slip him too. 

I do not say that the hon. junior member for St. 
John is wrong; that is his view and policy. If  you 
are talking about the permanent institution of d 

Ministerial 'Government, then the respoilsibility 
should be on them; this same Governmellt might not 
always be in power. When I make a speech of this 
nature I know what I am talking about; but what 
I argue is this: if you have this system of Minis- 
terial Government, the more responsibility you have 
the better i t  is for our future. The hon. member for 
St. John made a motion, but did he read sub-clause 
2 ? If this had said, "subject to the approval of th.1 
"Governor7' instead of "subject to the approval of 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee," I w'ould 
have said, "oh no; that is nothing to do with the. 
Ministerial Government, that is taking money out of 
the Treasury." 
8.40 p.m. 

On the other hand, when i t  says that the Gov. 
ernor should approve these appointments, it mean* 
that the Goverlior should approve them in order t c  
r w i d  what we so often say and fear will come with 
&liiiisterial Government. You have established an 
Authority and said "although we have given you the 
right to dosomething, we do not trust your integrity 
for  making selection. " Because the holz. junior mem- 
ber for St. John nialies this amendment they arc now 
saying whiIe we are establishing this Authority this 
Authority can select; but if you do not srlcct the 
ylght person we have the right to say "no." TheS are, 
{saying "if we say 'no,' the GOT-emor cannot say 
'yes' ". That is not the correct procedure i11 ~ s p e c t  
of nlaking appoiiitineiits. The Premier has said "we 
Eave nothing to do with the making of appointments7? 
$herefore I feel that the iizotioii of the hon. junior 
member for St. John should not be carried. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Had the hon. meinber re 
frained from making so mncli noise he mould have 
lealised that he has almost ans~vered his o - \ ~ n  ob 
jection. Of course it is his right to raise a riot,  
and it is one of the most effective iiieans of his poli- 
tical success. No one can approach him with regard 
t o  the impression which he leaves with certaiq 
masses of the people in making a riot; that is his 
supreme quality. I do not blame him for i t ;  but 

what does sub-clause 2 of Clause 8 say? It says 
the Manager and of all officers, servants and agents 
of the Authority shall be subject to the approval 
of the Governor-in-Executive Committee". That is 
why they left in the words "in-Executive-Commit 
tee" as they did. Without Sub-Clause 2 they would 
have left i t  to the Governor alone. Clause 2 gives 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee power ovei 
the conditions and terms of employment; and w h e ~  
you give anybody power over the terms and condi 
tions of employment you give them power over the 
appointment. I f  i t  is an  appointment they disap. 
prove of they will make the terms and conditions 
such that the appointee would not be particular about 
accepting it. They have retained the terms and con- 
ditions i11 their own hands, but in sub-clause one of 
Clause eight they have left the power to the Gov- 
ernor alone. If Sub-clause 2 were not there, they 
would have seen that they could not leave the words 
" in-Executive Committee. " They realise that they 
have the power in  Clause two and that they need 
not change i t ;  but  I say i t  erroneous to have the 
Power in Clause 2 and leave i t  out in Clause 1. The 
Governor-in-Executive Committee controls the con. 
ditions of employment and therefore they control 
the appointment. I n  Clause 8 sub-clause 1, YOIJ 

should have the words " in-Executive Committee 
As to the term "political" that is broad and it 

js not to be used in any narrow sense. Any Govern- 
rlent in any community is highly political. In the 
United States of America the President employs the 
heads of most of the important agencies; his is an 
'elected office not an  appointed one, and the power 
of appointment resides in  him through the people. 
The power of appointment should rest with the Min- 
k t r y  mhich would be the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee. Having this power in Clause 2 i t  is folly 
not to add the words "in-Executive Committee" in 
Clause 1. 

Hon G. H. ADAMS: As the honourable junior 
member for St. John has said, the honourable senior 
member for the City has answered himself. I was 
a t  pains to say that the time must come when the 
words "Governor-in-Executive Committee" will 
come out altogether and the word "Minister" will 
appear. With a Ministerial System the Minister 
should be responsible; 'but as  long as we have this 
set up of the Governor-in-Executive Committee, it 
is appropriate to use the Governor-in-Executive. 

I have said that where it is a question of Civil 
Service appointments the Public Service Commission 
will be the appointing body. I saw what was hap- 
pening. When I saw what is here in ~ r i n t  I realised 
that it was a mistake and I turned to the Clerk. I 
think i t  was during the consideration of the Local 
Government Bill, that wherever the word ''Gov- 
ernor" appeared \ve changed over to the words " GOV- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee. 
8.50 p.m. 

The Manager of this Board is a Civil Servant; 
therefone give the Governor power by an  Order 

to say he should have a pension. Again, like every 
Civil Establishment Order, i t  must come before the 
House. I t  is purely a question of the Governor ex- 
Civil Establishment, the person does not get a Pen- 
ercising his right. When a post is not within thp 
sion; bnt you give the Governor the power and 
&hlp right to say that you can make this office pen- 
sionable. With Ministerial System it comes back to 
the Executive Committee because who else is there 
to anslver for wrong appointments but the Ministers 
responsible ? 
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I 
How can the Governor ever appoint somebody 

against our wishes and hope to get by with that? 
We have to say if we agree with it, becaum eventu- 
~ l i y  if we have to defend an  appointment with which 
we did not agree we are not going to do it. As the 
honourable junior member for St. John has said, if 
il were a political appointment, and if we were so 
dishonest as the honourable senior member for the 
City by implication is trying to make out, we would 
say that under the section we have the right to ap- 
point you to the Board but remember, when you go 
there, you have to appoint so and so as  Manager. All 
we would have to do is to make sure that we put 011 

the Board only those people who would vote for the 

cuss collectively some things which I hope in a couple 
years7 time, (that is the most) will be done by the 
Minister himself and only reported to  the full Cabi- 
net. Until we reach that stage, we will go on pushing 
in the words ' ' Governor-in-E~mutive Committee. " 

The hon. member is mistaken if he thinks I 
ciisagree that this was inserted for a particular reason. 
1 say that, when i t  comes to a statutory Board, you 
have already given power to the Governor-in-Execu- 
tive Committee to appoint its members; and those 
members are the persons who have to appoint the 
Xanager. Why bring in  the term 'political appoint- 
ment'? That is like swallowing a camel and strain- 
ing at a gnat. 

pointmenb. the debate. But- from all the debating which has 
Hon. G. H. ADAMs: at the of taken place before, I too have got the impression 

it. You say "Gove~lor" in this that the Minister should concern himself with policy 
tion, but you have said that the people put ug and not with appointments. I felt that that was the 
the name of the Manager are going to be appointed vely reason why the hen. member for S t  3 
ty the Committee. What is Joseph and the hon. senior meinber for St. Michael 
to prevent Us then from saying to aZr. C, and resigned from the Housillg Board. 
so on, 'we want you seven people as members of I should like to say this: in the Natural Gas 
the Housing Authority but rememhr7 you have to Corporation Act which has been quoted, it will be 
vote for so and so as Manager." The l noticed that Section 13 says that the Corporation senior member for the City said that it vvuld be a can appoint such officers, agents and servants as the ! 

l 
political appointment if you change it from Corporation may from time to time determine and i 
ernor to ~overnor-ill-Executive Committee. we there shall be paid to them such salaries and re- 

l 

vrould have to do if that were so is appoint seven muneration as the Corporation may determine with 1 
people as  I have said. the approval of the Governor-in-Executive Commit 

I have not got to say anything On it. I tee. That is a case of the Executive Committee i 
! say again, like the honoura'ble junior member for having to come to the House to adjust certain salaries i 

J ~ h n ,  the Brst time 1 saw i t  in print I it in cases where a certain amount of 'balance hss to be , 
was a mistake. As soon as I opened lily I preserved; but now that ha? been changed. That 
said it was a mistake. Look tm or three lines i s  the impression that I got. 
and you will see the mistake of the word '‘orders' In- This matter has been debated for the very reason 
dead  of "order." f say again that if a 

which Members of the Government, and the premier 
Minister has to defend an  the Minister in particular, have enunciated time and again. ~ h ~ t  
should be in a position to  alltici~ate and to prevent is: that the policy of the Housing Board must be 
rather than to defend the man. We cannot have 

the policy of the lMinister of Communications and llinisterial system and a t  the same time put in some- ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ .  
bodyys hands things over which you do not have any Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I- -p. 
control, or things which You have to defend. Mr. CIIAIRBXilN: I would like thle adjournment 
Civil Servants must be out of politics. We are moved at  this stage or 1 shall & the Leader of the 
not like the U.S.A., where when the Democrats IXouse to appoint someone to relieve me of the Chair. 
a. General Election, out go all the Republican Judges. Considering the long hours during w&ch this House 
Could anything be more Un-British than that? Our h, been sitting, I want to be relieved. 
Civil Servants remain and they must serve every Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, am I not 
Government. I have said this already. Some ,,lltitled to my 

. things are delegated to the Minister responsible who Mr. CHA1R;MAN: But I am asking the Lead- 
does not even have to go and get the advice Of the er to appoint a Chairman to relieve me and then you 
other Ministers; and everything for which he is res- can go on talking until morning. [Mr. E .  D. MOTT- 
~ons ib le  will be delegated entirely to him in the LET : That is an unreasonable attitude]. * 
course of time. It is coming to that. For installee, 
on, the introduction of the Ministerial system, the ADJOURNMENT 
first thing I had to do as Minister for Police (and 
therefore responsible for certain police matters) was Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, 
to approve as a member of the Executive Committee I 'beg to move that You do now report progress and 
that a police horse which was too old should be shot. ask leave sit again. '& 
Obviously, you should delegate that to the Minister Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
directly, because in all *robability, before the matter The questiofi ?net d resolved L the affirmac I 

was dealt with by the Executive Committee the horse tiVe i 
mould have been shot long time. I11 the course of The C h a i r w m  l e f t  thee Chair. MP. SPEAKER re- [ 
time everything will be done by the Minister him- "med the Uk&r afld reported acwrd&lzgly. 

On the M o t i m  of Bm. Dr. H .  G. GUMYINS, self, although by his act, in  certain things, the whole 
ssco,nded b y  How. M. E. COX,  tb nouse ms a,d- 

B 
I 

Government may have to resign. Everything in short 1 
should go towards the responsibility on the jmhrnled for three m H e r s  o f  am hour. 2 

Minister under a ministerial set UT,; 'but that respon- Onl re-assembling. 1 

l Manager. 
Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: I said that the word 

"Governor" was put in so as to avoid political aP- 

sibility, he has always got to remember, is collective 
responsibility because he may pull down a whole 
Government wtith him by his act. Inasmuch as this 
is an early stage in ollr setup, we sit down and dis- 

9.00 p.m. 
Mr. LEWIS: ililr. Chairman, I know the circum- 

stances ,,revailing and I would not like to prolong 
* 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 1 
E 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : I am asking leave 1 
l 

to  take O ~ d e r  No. 28 as the next Order of the Day. d I 
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There) being no objection, leave was graded t h ~  
h cn. Minister. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to mow 
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair, and the 
House go into Committee of Supply, and that it be an  
i,lstruction to the Committee when the House is in 
Committee, to deal with the Resolution of which no- 
tice was given earlier1 today. 

Hon. M. E. COX : I beg to second that. 
The nlotion was put and agrse'd to .  
Mr. SPEAKER. left the Chasir, and t h  Hcqcse 

went into Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being in 
the1 CMT. 

Resolution for $10,000 for the Victims of Soufriere 

Hon. G. H. ADAJkIS: Mr. Chairman, if the hon- 
ourable members have the cyclo-styled copies in their 
hands, I propose to deal firstly with this Resolutioil 
which was given notice of earlier today. This matter 
needs very little for me to say; this is a Resolution 
for $10,W to be sent as contribution to the Govern- 
ment of St. Lucia in  connectioa with the relief of fire 
victims of Soufriere, St. Lucia. As honourable mem- 
be@ know, food and clothing have already been sent 
to St. Lucia; the Government has sent blankets and 
er-army supplies which were available. The St. Lucia 
Government has intimated to other Governments a 
list of priorities generally of the things which \.ere 
needed, and food and clothing came e s t .  They have 
had a good quantity of these items sent to them but 
they suggest that money is needed as well. The ca- 
lamity has been very great. I do not know if honour- 
able members know what Soufriere is like, but i t  is 
~bvious that many houses have been burnt.' I beg to 
move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. N. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. GODDARI) : This is one of those Resolution.. 

which we regret the occasion on which we have 
to pass it. Not so long ago we made a gift of 
$25,000 to Castries in connection with a similar 
calamity, and i t  came as a shock to us that a similar 
thing should have happened again even although it 
did not happen In the same City. I read where the 
fire got out of hand and after great difficulty of help 
being sent f r m  a neighbouring town, the fire 
ciuickly put out. I am wondering if that town is so 
small or so unimportant that they did not seem to 
have some semblance of a Fire Brigade. Knowing the 
fnequency with which fires sweep St. Lucia, we would 
have thought that some step would have been taken 
to combat any conflarnation which might happen 
a.gain. However, we are in sympathy with the peo 
ple of St. Lucia; and I think that this help should be 
sent them. This $10,000 is but  a token. I am sure 
that it will require many thousands of dollarb to re- 
pair the lost whieh has been incurred. UTe do hope 
that the construction will be started at  an  early date 
land that steps will be taken so that assistance in the 
c- of fire can be given more speedily. 

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I cannot 
J l o w  a Resolution of this sort to be passed without 
some sort of comment being made from this side. T 
want to register my sympathy with the people of that 
island ia the suffering which they have undergone at 
Soufriere. This $10,000 is but a mere drop in the 
bucket so to speak; it might sound as a lot of money, 
but i t  is a dropl i n  the bucket, having regard to the 
suffering of the people. We cannot entertain for one 
moment the suffedng which these people a t  Soufriere 
have experienced in this catastrophe. I want to add 
2 word of sympathy and of condolence to these peo- 
plc because I think that such a word should be accom- 
panied by this gift to those people who have lost 

their loved ones. We do not know when our time wi17 
ecme. I n  spite of the necessary provision which we 
have made to cope with such a disaster like this, when 
such a disaster comes to us this provision might prove 
tt, be inadequate. I hope that the people of St. Lucia 
will accept this small contribution coming from tbc 
representatives of the people of this island of Barbs- 
dos as a measure of our appreciation of their suffer- 
j ~ ~ g .  We $eel that if a greater demand is made we 
will be able to answer, in a greater measure than giv- 
ing this mere $10,000. We are hoping to form our- 
selves into a family and take our place in  the com- 
ity of nations as we approach a Federal struc- 
ture. This contribution is a n  expression of our sym- 
pathy with the people of St. Lucia, and I hope they 
will take i t  as coming from the soul of the people of 
Elarbados. 
10.05 p.m. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, I aim touched with 
the remarks of the last speaker. We judge our con- 
duct by our consciences more often than not. This 
amount may be regarded as a "widow's mite" for 
the relief of the suffering of the people of St. Lucia. 
'This little town of Soufriere has had a rather( awk- 
ward and ugly history. I t  has been twice swept away 
by volcanoes and brought to the water's edge. 

I believe the less that we say the better. My on13 
regret is that i t  is a pity that the Government could 
not have contrived to make i t  a little more. 

Mr. LEWIS: Xr. Chairman, this is our method 
of offering sympathy to the afflicted; and he who giver 
early, gives twice. I would not like to delay the pass- 
illg of t,his Resolution. There has been great suffering 
there through neglect, but perhaps the neglected are 
not resnonsihl~. 

L - - - -  
I would just like to remark that the last sentence 

in the Addendum to the Resolution says: "A tele- 
gram has been sent to the Govednment of St. Lucia 
expressing the sympathy of the people of Barbados 
v~ith the people of Soufriere." I do not know if any 
other honourable member has seen a public announce- 
rnent of that, but  I have asked some honourable mem- 
bcrs if they have seen a,ny public announcement of it 
rand hone could say that they had seen it. I ,  too, 
had been wondering whether such a thing had been 
done. I think it quite amiss that  such a statement 
should be made in the Addendum to the R.esolution 
and no member of the House could say that they had 
publicly seen this action of the Govennment. I sin- 
cerely hope that this is a case where the Press is to be 
blamed and not the Government. 

Mr. BAEROW: While I am deeply touched by 
the remarks made by the previous speakers, I would 
like to say to the people of Barbados that  this fire 
took place before the last meeting of this House ; that 
ib, over a week ago. I t  is rather remarkable that the 
Government of Barbados has only made this gesture 
after it has been published in the local Press and i n  
the Trinidad Guardian that the neighbouring colony . 
of Trinidad had made substantial contributions bot5 
private and public towards the relief of the suffering 
in the neighbouring colony of St. Lucia. I would 
also like to draw to the attention of the people of 
Barbados that this Legislature has the most stringent 
laws of emigration in the Caribbean, and that  this 
same colony of St. Lucia allowed the Govemment of 
Barbados to purchase a considerable area not very 
f a r  from Soufriere in order to settle Barbadian faml- 
lies there. I would have felt that the gesture now 
made bp this Government would have been far) more 
sincere if the people of Barbados had set the lead 
irstead of being the last mentioned colony in the 
\\Test Indies to make a contribution, and more par- 
ticularly so when it is borne in mind that we had 
plenty of opportunity to do so on the last occasion 
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as we are doing today. 7YlTe could have done some. 
thing even if we had expressed as a Rouse our con- 
dolence to the suEerers of St. Lucia. But, ~ulfortun- 
d,ely, in the West Indies today politicians are not 
permeated by the normal condition of morality, but 
by thle cpestion of power polltics or vicing wicl~ cctch 
other for the graces of toe smaller colonies in the 
E'ederal set-up. 

While I would advise the people of St. Lucia to 
accept this gift with Gaelic indiffei*ence and grace, at 
the same time I do not want them to be deluded that 
this Govelqnment in colltradistinction to the people of 
Barbados, are a t  all interested in  their suff'ering. I 
would like to g{o on to say that i t  was in our intention 
toclay to move an  Address to His Exceillency the GOV- 
elnor and to ask leave of the House to do so in rela- 
tion to this same matter. Whether that urged the 
hands of the Government or not 1 am not i11 a posi- 
tion to say; but i t  is rather regrettable that i n  the 

'Irlrelst Indies where we have consideraMe portions of 
the several islands living from day to day i n  situa- 
tions bordering on that of calamitous, that we have 
to wait on some spectacle of nature, like a major con- 
flagration or a volcanic eruption to be avare of the 
dire conditions of workers of the whole West Indies. 
The township of Soufriere is a township wbich is 
abundantly equipped with the supply of water. ~ 1 5  
a matter of fact, the available water resouroelq of the 
tnwnship of Soufriere are probably superior to any 
cither town or village throughout the mTest Indies. 
This is a township of a population, roughly to the 
best of my recollection, of 2,000 human souls of 
whose existence prior to this calamity, the average 
Barbadian \%,as completely unaware. The term " Sou- 
friere" was indicative of a volcano dormant or extinct 
so the fact that there was such township connected 
with another part of St. Lucia by road communica- 
tion is a fact nhich is not generally known by our 
citizens. 

The British Government was very magnanimous 
i n  rebuilding Castries and making substantial con- 
tributions from C.D.C. funds for that purpose. 1, for 
my part, and speaking for those membera who are 
associated with me, tvhen i t  comes to the rehabilita. 
tion of the people of the township of Soufriere, knaw 
that i t  would be far( more salutary if the day-to-day 
problems of those people, (such as the question of 
communications to get out their produce and to link 
them up  wit,h the civilised community inland and be- 
tween island to island) were a matter of active con- 
sideration both by the Metropolitan Government and 
by the other West Indian G-overnments who now 
evince such grave concern over the plight of those 
people. It is a seven-days' wonder, but with this 
House i t  takes seventeen days and next week the Gov- 
ernment of this e o u n t q  is going to forget everything 
of- Soufriere. If we move towards Federatioln it i a  
our business and duty to take an  active interest in 
the problems and concerns of the citizens of the 
smallest West Indian islands and to agitate, if 
uecessary, for an  improvement. 

Mr. Chairman, a t  the risk of being tedious, 1 
should like to say this: 'Ask not for whom the bell 
tolls, for i t  only tolls for thee.' 

A committee of this House recommended unani- 
mously that fire appliances should be placed a1 
strategic points in this island and not a t  any on€ 
particular spot. I hope, Mr. Chairman, that as a 
result of the rejection by the Government of that 
recommendation of a Select Committee of this House 
(which I personally considered a t  that time an 
affront to the dignity of the House) Barbados will 
not be confronted with a similar situation in  the 
zear future. 

I do not like to sound a warning note in pro 
ceedings of this nature. I only want to join wit1 

other hon. members in  supportillg this Resolution; 
but a t  the same time I should like to say how mmnb 
i regret that the Glovernment of Barbados chose not 
to be in the vanguard, but to bring up  the rear in 
giving aid to the people of St. Lucia; not to encour 
age but to chill. 

Finally, I hope that our colltribution will not be 
too late; and that it will be of soine assistallce to 
the St. Lucians in the problems now facing that 
Island. 

Tlze question that the Resoltttio~z be ?tow pmsetl 
was put and agreed to. 

Resolution for Cambermere School 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, the next 
ltesolution is not on the Order Paper. I t  is to con- 
sider in Committee of Supply a Resolution on Com- 
bermere School for the sum of $4,5001 under Head 
(25) Public Works, No. (30) $1,090 and a New Item, 
No. (87), Temporary Accommodation, Combermere 
School, $3,500. 

Hon. members know the facts affecting Comber * 
mere School. During the month of April of this year 
extensive cracking appeared in the walls of the dou- 
ble storied block of Combermere school. The con 
dition of the buildings has been kept under constant 
watch by the Public Works Department, and early i11 
May the Governor-in-Executive decided that i t  would 
ke in the best interest to shore up with timbers the 
vial1 where the cracking was most obvious. For this 
purpose the Governor-in-Executive approved of the 
release of the thousand dollars which is provided 
for in the Estimates of 1955-56, under Head (25) 
Item (30), Minor Works. This Supplementary Res- 
olution is asking for a special amonnt ($1,000) to 
assist in this work. 

Since then, in  the same places where cement had 
been used to stop them the cracks have begun to show 
again. The Governing Body of the School has 
made a, recommendation to the Government and the 
proposal contained in the Addendum to the Resolu 
tion is in fact suggestions agreed on by the Director 
of Public Works. As was done before part of the 
school will go back to the ex-Army huts in  the com- 
pound of the Regimental Headquarters and also ir, 
the three buildings a t  the $Garrison which now house 
the Departments of Education, Social Welfare an3 
Housing. I n  order to meet the point raised by the 
Governing Body that the School should not be divid. 
ed into two for  too long., the Director of Public 
Works and myself visited the site and we came to 
the conclusion (which has been accepted by the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee) that the threp 
buildings in the Garrison which housed the depart- 
ments of Education, Social Welfare and Housing 

l should also be used. I n  that case the whole school 
mill be able to go up  to the Garrison; The Headmas- 
ter and the Governing Body are quite satisfied that 
there is enough accommodation there. I t  is proposed 

l that the School should remain there until the School 
buildings a t  Roebuck Street have been repaired. ' The Director of Public Works has assured us 
that you can build a t  Weymouth 'but that it will have 
to be a steel struclture with approximate foundation. 
It. will take approximately a year to complete. I mnax 
remind hon. members however, that the recent rail 
way strike in Great Britain may make it a month or 
hvo longer to get the steel out to Barbados. 

All sorts of suggestions ha1.e been made about 
=sing the buildings in  the compound of the Regi 
mental Headquarters. The buildings at  the compound 
might hold out. We have been putting off the matter 

l but the feeling that the Governing Body's point 



JUNE 2 - - 

should be met, that is that the School should not b? 
split in two for too long a time, has caused us to agree 
to the suggestion that the whole School shoula be 
removed to these two buildings. It had been s~~gges t -  
ed  that the Department of Social Welfare should 
remain in the Compound. However, i t  was pointed 
out  to us that there were certain old ladies who would 
find it difficult to  go up to the Compound and even- 
rually we agreed that the front portion of Comber- 
niere which is now the administrative side, (that is 
the portion right u p  on Roebuck Street,) should be 
used 'by the Social Welfare DeparWtment so as  to 
meet the case of those old ladies who do not want to 
travel too far. That is the present position; and to 
help matters further the Headmaster proposed, (and 
the Governing Body accepted his suggestion) that the 
Junior School a s  soon as they got through their 
examination should be sent honie a fortnight earlier; 
ctherq'ise they would have had to be sent up to the 
Garrison too. I should also like to mention that the 
ex-Army huts are now being used by the Department 
of Education for examination purposes too. 

Everybody is satisfied that the accommodatioii 
a t  the Garrison is sufficient for the Senior School 
nhich will remain there until the end of term, 
while the Junior bchool will start their vacation 
earlier than they otherwise would. The Housing 
Board and the Departmen't of Education will be 
xemwsd, and the Social Welfare Department will go 
to the present Combermere building. 
10.25 p.m. 

This Resolution is for the purpose of making 
alterations ta these buildings and it is estimated that 
they will require $3,000. We have to remove these 
departments and it is estimated that $500 will cover 
that. Then the unforeseen minor works are estimated 
at $1,000. That makes a total of $4,500. We will 
sooil be coming to the House as soon as the design 
has been finished by the Director of Public Works 
for  a new Bay Street Boys' School; i t  is proposed to 
put  this School on the former Wanderers' pasture, 
if I may put  i t  that way; because when the Ministe 
rial buildings are finished, it is not proposed to  keep 
the School where it is now. This building will 
house a t  least the Education Department and it may 
be, the Social Welfare Department too. 

I t  is proposea to let off the junior school a t  Com- 
bermere a week earlier and keep the senior school 
until the examination has been finished. The Bay 
Street Boys' School will be shifted to the Bay and 
the present Bay Street School will be converted into 
a permanent home for the Department of Education 
a s d  the Social Welfare Department. Of the many 
Schemes proposed this one eventually meets with the 
approval of everybody and i t  is the quickest way 
'that we can see to get Combermere School out of its 
pl'esent state of affairs. A child who sees a crack 
stopped in  one week and reappear in  the next wec.1~ 
will be afraid; the childxen are afraid and we 
should get them out of this building as quickly aq 

possible. As I have said, that is the quickest m y  in 
which we can remedy the situation. 

It is proposed that the new school will be con- 
structed of steel, concrete blocks and so an. Now i t  
is estimated that the new school will take about a yea-[. 
to  be built and the Bay Street Boys' School will take 
about four months. The permanent removal of the 
Education Department and the Housing Board into 
their new premises will take place a t  the end of those 
four months. I now beg to move that this Resolution 
do now pass. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. GODDARD : As the Premier has said the 

arrangements which are being made seem to be quite 

good. I t  is regrettable that Combermere has come tc 
this present position. I think that steps should be 
'taken very decisively to erect a new building on that 
site. 1 a m  sure that some place can be found where 
a suitable building of that type can be erected. To 
remove the School from those premises you will bc 
losing the facilities a t  Weymouth and i t  is not sc 
easy to f h d  such an  ope; space around Bridgetown. 
This present site is centrally situated and I do not 
think that anybody couldj select a better site for  this 
School with the adequate playing fields and so forth. 

The removal of the Social Welfare Department 
and the Education Department to the Bay Street 
Boys' School is something new. I am sure that we 
were told in  this House, and we have seen the Plans. 
that this building a t  Bay Street woula be used as 
some sort of !Civic Theatre. 1 know that the Gcvern- 
ment is pressed for public offices; the Education 
Department will be near to the Ministerial Buildings 
the Social Welfare aepartment can be housed there 
too and be very beneficial to everybody. Only last 
week I heard somebody likening education to tha 
senior Social Service and I hope it will continue t : ~  
be of the importance which 3 is. 

I saw in the Newspaper a suggestion to remove 
Combermere School to Queen's Park and also to  make 
use of the Steel Shed. That is a suggestion which 
is not nearly as suitable as the arrangements which 
the Government has made for the removal of this 
school. The ex-Army huts and buildings @t the Gar- 

l rison however need a little more ventilation. I remem- 
1 'ber going there to attend some meeting of the Educa- 
' tion Board and I found that those buildings are 
1 rather close especially if you have a number of boys 

there. The mere fact of having 100 or 200 boys in 
one of these huts would show the necessity for  some 

l adjustment to be made where the ventilatioll is con- 
cerned. 
10.35 p.m. 

One of these huts was used a s  a storeroom in the 
days of the Army. However, as  I have said, I can see 
no  better arrangement and for  that, I commend 
the Government for  acting speedily. 

Sir, moving up  to the Garrison is going to  create 
some difficulty as  regards transport. On the lmt occa- 
sion when the Junior School went u p  there, I do not 
h o w  whether arrangements were made about it, but 
I do know that  they had some difficzllty and you may 
have to pay some attention to it. Some of the parents 
of pupils at that School are a t  their l imib  naw to 
keep their children at  the School, and to  add more 
transportation would cause them a n  increased burden. 

There is also the question of the Canteen ser- 
vice. I do hope that the Canteen service would be 
taken up because it plays a very important role in 
the life a t  that School; i t  has come to &ay and there 

1 are many boys taking advantage of it. 1 would like 
I to be assured that the Canteen service would also 
1 be removed to the Garrison and under the same con- 

d'itions where a hot meal can be served to thosa 
1 children. They come from all over the island and they ' do not get back home until late at night and they 
1 shculd not be excladed from that scheme. 

Mr. TUDOR : Bfr. Chairman, i t  seems that a ter- 
rible series of lliisfortunes have overtaken this school 
ever since it was erected a t  Weymouth; and not the 
least of those of misfortulies are those changes which 
have been made structually particularly after 1948, 

1 I think Tqe should all agree with the hon. senior mem- 
1 ber for St. Joseph when he Ears that while the build- 

ing may be safe, and no matter how we feel about 
rt, it is as well that the children should be got out 
ns qniclrly as possible. I do not know whether the , 

ahodng up of the Building which is showing the 
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cracks and breaks like that can do anytbng except 
to prevent i t  rrom collapsing ilumeaiately. HOTV- 

ever I take i t  that the Government is actlng on me 
advice given i t  and has decided that nothing can 
Le done, because I see that a new school is golng to 
be erected on those same premises. 

With respect therefore, to changes which have 
come about as a result of the unsuitability of the 
School, I think it is a good thing that the whole School 
is going to be removed to the Garrison. From what 
I have observed and heard on the last occasion when 
a similar movement did take place, the arrangement 
did not work out as happily as it was hoped. The 
dividing up of the School a t  that time where oqe 
piirt remained a t  Roebuck Street and the smaller sec- 
tion went off to the Garrison was 'bad; not so much 
from the point of view of discipline but from the 
point of view that the Headmaster found it impos- 
sible to be two places a t  the same time and to keep 
a proper control over both sections of the School in 
the course of a single day. This is no reflection on 
the staff, but it was not conducive for the good run- 
iling of the School divided as it was in almost two 
equal parts with one half on this side of the town 
and the other half on the other side. 

I do not know how long this arrangement will 
remain; but I would like to say however, that i t  should 
be for as long as i t  would take to erect a proper 
seh~)ol. There certainly would 'be no need to make 
the temporary arrangement to build a proper school 
onlir to  discover that the school built will be the 
sub ect of the same service as this. 

I have not the time to look up the debates of 
th$ House when the present Combermere School was 
beir g erected, but  I understand that a t  that  time or 
shortly afterwards some very sea,rchillg questions 
were asked. I cannot recall the number of ques- 
tions "asked by the then hon. member for St. Petkr 
[A VOICE : There were 251 Twenty-five I have been 
told, but I believe that they were comprehensive in 
.theil- scope and if they had 'been answered satis- 
fstctorily, no doubt Itre would have lrnowlz by now- 
what actually was happening to that school. 

If a new School is going to be erected, let US 

make sure that the new school would not give the 
same kind of trouble. 

It is inevitable in a Resolution of this natur.; 
'that a School or anythil~g to do n i th  it, some 
criticism would have to be made in respect of one 
or the other aspects of its causes; therefore soml: 
questions must be asked on which enlightenment must 
be given. One of the things which troubled lho 
Ion. members is that during the recent debates on 
the Estimates, the decision was made by the Govenl- 
ment to cut out the sum of $440 which i t  had pr?- 
viously given to the Governing Body to subsidise the 
Clanteen a t  the School. As far  as my memory serve 
me i t  was for the purpose of providing wages tc  
pay the Staff of the Canteen during holiday time and 
the Hon. Premier did not listen to any entreaty made 
to him to restore that small amount. He was quite 
unsympathetic; he gave the impression th'at the 
women could find work during the holidays. I h a w  
since learned that he has written to the Governing 
Body saying that the Government proposes to giv? 
ithat money back to the School for the purpose on 
the recommendation of the new member of the Gov- 
erning Body who is the hon. junior member for St.  
George. In -ther words whiIe the hon. junior member 
for  St. George- 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Mr. Chairman, I rise on 
a point of Order. This is a Supplementary Resolu- 
tion dealing with the removal of Combermere School 
to the Garrison. Is the hon member in order to be 

raising points which are not relevant to the debate? 
Neither the question of the Canteen nor the decision 
of the 'Governing Body, I humbly and respectfully 
put to you, can be dealt with i n  this Supplementary 
Resolution which only deals with the question of 
repairs to the School buildings and its removal to the 
Garrison. 

Air. TUDOR: The little observation, Xr. Chair. 
man, by the hon. senior member for St. Joseph is 
doubtless quite interesting but irrelevant. If the 
School is going to be removed to  the Garrison one 
takes it that the feeding arrangements will be moved 
zlso unless they intend to keep the Canteen at the 
Combermere School while the rest of the School is 
carried to the Garrison. Why when the hon. junior 
member for Christ Church mentioned something about o 

it, i t  was not out of Order? I am doing nothlng more i- 

than what the hon. junior member for Christ Churcli , 
did. 
10.45 p.m. 4 i 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: lfn. Chairman, I rise on 3 i i 
p i l i t  of Order. How could I interrupt the honour- 
eble junior member for Christ Church when the Can- 
teen is up there? The honourable junior member j 

for St. Lucy is out of Orliler. 
Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, how is that irrelev- 

ant to this? 
Hon. G. H.  ADAMS: If the honourable meinber 

is being pontifical you will see that he is out of Order. 
Mr. TUDOR: But, Mr. Chairman, I have not got 

to go to the May 'S Parliamentary Practice to find ou: 
whether a woman who works at Combermere should 
be paid, or whether, as the honourable member has 
,said he has decided to put back money which he han 
taken from the Governing Body. If he has taken 
away money from the Governing Body and we hear 
that i t  has been gliven back since the honourable 
junior member for St. George has been made a menr- 
ber of the Governing Body, how does an  honourable 
member get out of Order for asking something which 
titally affects a school? What is going to happen to 
the Canteen? Will i t  take inore money, or more staff, 
or what? As I said before, Mr. Chai-n, we should 
like to know whether that is so. Not only must the 
actnal teaching facilitiw be considered but the com- t 
fort of the children must be considered as well. I am 
sorry that the honourable junior memberr for\ St< 
George was not in his seat then; but when he gets up 
tci speak he will say whether i t  was on his recommen- 
dation or not that the Minister of Education agreed 
to restore to the Governing Body the money which ths 
same Xinister had got taken out of the Estimates. 
Perhaps the honourable junior member for St. George 
did not know that he was going to sit on that W- 
crning Body. 

There is one other point which I would like ta 
make, Mr. Chairman, and I expect to be told that this, 
too, is out of order. I have put down some questions 
on this school which have not yet been favoured with 
answers. One such question had reference to the 
Preparatory Form of that school in relation to a pub- 
lic advertisement. I expect that the entrance f o m  
has been abolished; that is, that there is no1 Prepara- 
tory Form since 1954 at Combermere School. Up to 
r~ow the Gove~rnment has not answered the question 
on that issue. I wanted to know whether the Min- 
&er himself had that forin abolished on his o m  in- 
structions or ~vhether the Governing Body ha? 
it abolished. 

I s  an honourable member not in  order to speak 
on samething that he has asked questions about 
already? If the Hon. Minister of Education would 
answer that izm- 

Hon. G. R. ADAMS: I would not answer any- 
thing he asks. 
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Mr. TUDOR: We are discusing the question of 
a school which has to be removed and he has to say 
what are the conditions. This has nothing to do with 
whether he thinks I am out of order or not. These 
questions affect the parents who would like to know 
what is going on. Parents will want to know whether 
all the arrangements that obtain at present and as 
stated will be carried through if you an6 removing 
the school. I therefore do not think i t  is out of order 
to ask questions on that. I would appreciate very 
much if the Minister who has introduced this Resolu- 
tion would say something about this matt@ particu- 
larly about the money which was taken away from 
the Governing Body. I hope he will take this oppor- 
tunity to answer. 

Mr. E. b. 1MTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I think 
this is a matter in  whioh everyone of us will agree, 
that the Government had no easy task in  making 
rtbdr decision. Nevertheless, any observations on tht  

9. position must not be taken as criticism because we all 
appreoiate the fact that the Government did every- 

a thing possible as soon as they were faced with th'e 
'- g difficult question of hausing these children in  an  

atmosphere! more conducive to safety. I should like t o  
make one or two suggestions. 

The Leader of the Opposition commended the 
Government for the idea of selecting; the site a t  thn 
Chrrison which js truly the best site. I myself a g e i  
with that. I have been thinking of it from every 
angle and 1 still believe, taking everything into con 
sideration ( m d ,  Mr. Chairman, I w m t  you to believe 
me that I considered i t  from Pickwick grounds rigai 
up to the Garrison) that the Garrison is the one 
piace to which you can carry the entire school with- 
out disrupting the whole organisation, so to speak 
But as the honourable junior member for Christ 
Church has said, there is one thing which the Gov- 
ernment must bear in  mind .and i t  is this: that  with, 
the 550 children in the school you are going to get 
approximately 300 children who must entail a g r e a t ~ r  
expenditure i n  getting to and from school; and I 
should like to suggest that you should make some 
arrangements in  respect of a reduced price, (say ti 
penny instead of three cents) for droppjng them at 

-& the Garrison. That, according to my estimate should 
work out to about three to four thousand dollars for 
getting them there. 

Relative to the Combermere Canteen, I must say 
that I agree with the honourable junior member for 
St. Lucy. I am in a to say that we will regret 
i t  very much if the Canteen facilities were not offered 
a t  the new centre where you have proposed to remove 
the school. I shall like to remind the Minister of 
Education that besides the paying pupils a t  the 
tsdhool, there are over 50 from a single Vestry be- 
sides other Vestries, who look forward to the services 
of the Canteen; and I should like you to do every- 
thing possible t o  see that the canteen be station& in 
the surroundings of the school; that is, in  the arela 
at  the Drill Hall where you proposed to erect n e v  
facilities. We hope that that will be done. 
10.55 p.m. 

* S  What I would like to say is this: I am glad to 
learn, (whether i t  came from the honourable senior 
member for St. George or  anybody else i t  does not 
mattm to me) that arrangements were made by the 
Government for the attendants a t  the Canteen to 
be guaranteed permanent employment dnd that they 
would not have to look for  work outside. I want 
to say this: when members of this House raise ques- 
tions in here and any Government official is pre- 
pared to write in a Minute that  i t  is only on the  re- 
commendation of some member of the Government's 
Party that something is done, my tongue will not 
be stuck in my cheek when I have to speak about 
that. If Heads of Departments play that  game, 

R they must be very careful as to how they play it. 
If the Government does something wrong, i t  is not 

for anybody to say: "I led off the debate." How- 
ever, I am glad that the Canteen will be carried 
on and I would suggest to the Minister of Educa- 
tion that there is the necessity for a Canteen a t  
Harrison College, becanse the Canteen at  Comber- 
mere is used for some of the boys a t  ~ a r r i s o n  College. 

I hope that the question of reduced rates will 
be gone into with the bus concessionaires; there is 
a tremendous number of boys who are a t  their bare 
ends in meeting the normal fare. I am sounding a 
warning now that the matter of increased bus fares 
must not come before this House otherwise the lid 
will be blown off. The bus concessionaires are mak- 
ing a lot of money. 

The other suggestion which I am making is 
this: i t  has been suggested that  the Education De- 
partment will be removed to the Pine, but to carry 
the Education Department up  there mill create a n  
undue hardship. That part  of the Pine is nbt 
served with any kihd of bus service. The sugges- 
tion has also been made of removing the Housing 
Board up there and of taking the Social Welfare 
Department a t  Combermere. I want to suggest 
that arrangements could be made that the Cathe- 
dral and the Church House could be used for  the 
Education Department. I cannot imagine the Head 
of the Church a t  any time refusing the use of a 
building whieh is shut up  all day for this purpose. 
This building has more room now than the present 
Education Department. I am sure that if the Gov- 
ernment were to approach the Head of the Church 
for the use of this building he would only be too will- 
ing and ready to grant them the use of it. I know 
that to some members of the Government that sug- 
gestion ~ i ~ o u l d  be like a red rag  to a bull, but I am 
addressing my remarks to the intelligent members 
of the Government. I am sugest ing that 1vhel.e 
vou have teachers every day and all day and people 
who have to attend the Education Department on 
business, there is absolutely no chance of getting 
any bus service after 8 o'clock in the morning to 
get employees to the Department, and after 4 
o'clock to get them back to Bridgetown from the Pine. 
11.05 p.m. 

I am making a simple suggestion. You have 
wonderful facilities there, you have parking facili- 
ties and you can borrow i t  for the entire time until 
you can get the educational department done. Of 
course the Government usually tells you that  they 
have made that decision and that they have made 
the irrevocabmle decision of so and so. Anyway I 
am still throwing my suggestion out for  what i t  is 
worth because I feel it ~vould relieve the situation 
v a y  much. 

Finally I would say that I can think of n o  
better place for these children of Combermere than 
the Garrison. I have thought so much of the suffer- 
ing of the children of Combermere as  regards to a 
school building that  I went as  fa r  as to say that we 
should use the Cathedral if necessary as  a building 
to teach those children in, and because I see nothing 
\j7rong in doing so. To my mind i t  is the highest 
form of Christianity to use any Church or edifice 
for the education of the people, I feel that  you can 
use a sacred edifice six days for  the education of 
the people and then use i t  for  religious worship on 
the seventh day. If you could not have got any- 
where else, rather than have a dis,jointed school it 
would be f a r  better to use the Cathedral. I feel this 
is a true Christian may of looking a t  it. 

I hope the Hon. Premier would note the sug- 
gestion which was made abo1,lt the Canteen and 
about your getting some kind of transport service 
for the children. I feel that  the Government should 
assist in meeting that extra cost of transportation. 
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I have been made to understand that the $440 
for service in the Canteen has been refniided al- 
ready. 

Finally I mould say that i t  monld be infinitely 
better for  the general public and all concerned if 
you made that offer for the Education Departnieiit to 
be housed at  the Church House instead of carrying 
it to the Pine. I am sure you will not be refused. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I will proinise the hon- 
ourable member to seriously consider that sngges- 
tion. I did not hear all that was said but I have 
heard some talk of some elementary school teachers 
going to the Department of Highways atnd Trans- 
port and to the Minister of Communications to per- 
mit them to get a bus concessionaire to go through 
the Pine and that he had arranged i t  already. The 
suggestion of the Church House was not put to me. 
The only thing I have heard of the Church House 
was that i t  is in great need of repairs. I do not 
know if the Church would put  i t  illto repair and 
then put i t  a t  our disposal. However, I promise 
the honourable member that  I would get in touch 
with His Lordship the Bishop or whoever is in 
charge and will ask the Director of Public Works 
to get in touch with the Director of Education. 

Obviously, if you are going up to the Garrisan 
for  a year or so you cannot do without a Canteen. 
if necessary, you might have to  build a chattel build- 
ing. It might be possible, as the Hon. Minister of 
Communications actually suggested, that the old 
Police building which is just above could be used as 
boon as the new Police Station is finished. Obviously, 
me have to t ry what is the most convenient. How- 
ever, you could not reasonably carry the School 
u p  there and ignore the Canteen side of it. I did 
not know of the point as regards Harrison College 
where the{re should be a single Canteen service for 
Combermere School and the College so as  to save 
overhead expenses, but since I have heard it, I 
thoroughly agree with the member on that point. I t  
is true to say that there is a number of poor parents 
who have children going to Harrison College as there 
is a t  Combbermere School. 

There is one other point which I would like to 
mention although I have mentioned it already. I t  
is the policy of the Government when building new 
schools (secondary modern and so on) t o  build them 
with a larger hall than is absolutely necessary for 
the School itself so as  to make use of i t  as a Com- 
munity H a ;  and i t  is ~ roposed  to build the new 
Combermere Hall a s  a Civic Theatre rather than 
putting the Civic Theatre a s  was proposed at the 
Bay Street Boys' School. 

The estimates for the Hall as  given by the Direc- 
tor of Phblic Works, is to provide a Hall big enough 
t o  serve as an  Assembly Hall for the School and for 
concerts etc. on other occasions. That is my reason 
for saying now that the old Bay Street Boys' School 
will be used as the temporary headquarters for the 
Director of Education. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, I had no inten- 
tion of saying a word on this affair but since the 
Hon. Premier mentioned something about a Civic 
Fheatre, I must say something. It is rather dis- 
appointing to me to  learn that i t  is not proposed now 
to use the old Bay Street Boys' School building as 
a Ovic Theatre and that it is p r o p m d  that the new 
Combermere will be 'built with a Hall which could 
be used as a Civic Theatre. I do not think the new 
proposal would be suitable for a Civic Theatre be- 
cause a Civic' T h e a t r ~  requires a hall much smaller 
than w5at is envisaged to be built a t  the new Comber 
mere and one which would have a more intimate 

airnosphere. I really a m  sorry to learn that the 
other suggestion has beell cancelled and i t  is very 
disappoiiitmg. Our plans for that Civic Theatre 
were out for almost two years and a t  the moment, 
the University College of the West Indies is about to 
put on a performance of bhalrespeare's play "Ham- 
let" so as to get funds for our Civic Theatre. It is 
regrettable that our hope for this little illtimate Civic 
Theatre is lost. 
11.15 p.m. 

However, there has been so much tall; about 
Coniberniere School and the Canteen that  I do not 
knoll- if we should say that we have a rather ener- 
getic Board fully aware of all the questions to bp 
attended to by this Bdy .  On the questioll of the 
Canteen i t  has been refreshing to learn of the decis- 
ions of the Governing Body. Arrangements could 
be made for the transfer of food to  the new1 site. I 
did not imagine that honourable members would 
hare any fear about this; but  I believe that the se- 
marks of the honourable senior member for the City 
referred to the transfer t o  the Pine. The question 
of School fees has been, considered; but I was hoping 
that you would put in something about it today. I 
i r l~~s t  close my remarks on this note, although it is 
regrettable, because we have quite a few Bodies 
affiliated to the theatre group that  have been plan- 
ning to use the Bav Street School. 

J i r .  CHAIRt&T'AN: I think the honourable 
member is out of Order there. 

Mr. MILLER : Mr. Chairman, I apologise if I 
PIP out of Order. I do not want to be out of Order, 

1 but I am thinking of the t e r m  of the Chnteen. I 
just want to remind the Minister of Social Services 
that he did proinise us that this little theatre would 
be provided. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, there is one 
thing which I forgot to mention just now m d  I do 
hope that the Hon. Premier will bear i t  in  mind: 

I that is, that all these alternatives in  school buildin@ 
will delay the building of the proposed Christ Church 
Boys7 Foundation School [A VOIC'E : Is that not 
out of order?] 

Mr. C H A I W A N :  Definitely it is. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I wiU 

allay the honourable member's fears by telling him 
that the Bishop, the Director of Education and myself 
went up to the Founda,tion School and the question 
as to where the foundation for the proposed new 

1 school will be laid has been decided. I assure him 
I there will be no delay. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, this Chmber  
has heard on several occasions from no less a 
personage than the honourable senior member for 
St. Joseph who claims to have been in here for 20 years 
that this is a iiebating Chamber; but it seems now to 
have degenerated into a mutual admiration society. 

I think that the taxpayers should know a lot 
I more of this matter which we are now debating. On 

the 13th April, 1943 a former member of this mam- 1 ber Mr. J. T. C. Ramsay asked 25 questions relating 
l to the - 
l Mr. CHAIR'MAN: I am asking you to keep 
1 to the Resolution. 

Mr. BARROW: The Resolution is about the 
Combermera School %i~ilding and the construction 
of Combermere School. 

Mr. CHAIRIMAN: The Resolution has nothing 
here about construction. 

Mr. BARBOW: I t  is here in  the 'Addendum to  
the Resolution. I will read it. . . . . . . . "exten- 
sive cracking appeared in the walls of the double 
storey block a t  Combermere School." 
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Mr. CHAIRW1N: I am noi making any laugh- 
ing sp0l-t. I am only asking you to keep to the Resr 
olution. 

Mi-. BARROW: I am asking abont the 25 ques- 
tions put  by Mr. Ramsay, and I am entitled to say- 
Well I do not want to say that. 

Mr. CHAIRA!IAN: You had better not. 
Mr. BARmKO'W: There sceins to be a silent 

conspiracy surrounding the people who built this 
School, and I feel that the members of the public 
a re  entitled to know about it. 

Now; sometime ago the Minister of Education 
informed the House that the Director of Public Worlcs 
had made an inspection of the building and all that 
-ras necessary and we were assured (by %ay of cor- 
recting myself: it was the Minister of Social Services 
who had been asked to introduce it in the absence of 
the present Minister of Education) that all that is 
necessary to be done to Combermere m7as to remove 
the top storey of the Hall. On that occasioii honour- 
able members referred to this series of questions 
asked on the 13th April, 1943 b y  Mr. Ramsey and 
the interest he displayed on behalf of the people of 
the island in  this building. I do not want to go 
through what he has done in detail; but i t  is the 
official reports of the debates. [Hon. G. H. ADLMS : 
H e  would know,]. Then it is true. 

The precise state of affairs is that 25 questions 
were asked about the School when a Supplementary 
Resolution was engaging the attention of the House, 
bringing the total cost of the building to £23.0,000 
to the best of my recollection. 

the result of an earthquake and the Policy under 
which the School had been insured covered that 
damage as an  act of Providence. It would be a 
logical deduction to make therefore, that the Gov- 
ernment found itself in  the position where i t  ex- 
pected money from the Insurance Company for rr? 
moving the top of this School. I should like to asx 
this question: i n  expecting that money, did they ab- 
solve the Insnrance Company from any further 
liability as a result of the same calamity? I feel 
that the taxpayers of this colony would like to know 
that. If they did, and we have not beell given any 
answer to the question, it would seem to me that 
tEe InsurAnce Company, having said that the faults 
i11 the structure of the School were due to an  earth- 
quake, the Government has not had any recourse 
either to the Insurance Company or to the Con- 
tractors. Due to their lack of foresight the taxpay- 
ers mill have to suffer the burden of the rctconstruc- 
tioii of Combermere School a t  a colossal sum. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: We are not talking about 
coiistructioii now. This Eesolution is for the tem- 
porary acconlniodation a t  Combermere School and 
the hon. inember is talking about reconstruction. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairpan, I am going to 
read the second paragraph of the Addendum. This 
i~ what it says: "It is proposed that the School 
should remain a t  the Garrison until the buildings 
at Roebuck Street have been rehabilitated . . . . 1 7  

If you prefer me to use the word "rehabilitation" 
I will use that term, but rehabilitation a t  a colossal 
expenditure. 

On the 14th December, 1943, Mr. Chairman, the 
now Minister of Education came in here, and the 
only restriction which he had to make on the build. 
ing of Combermere School a t  that time, - 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Again I must remind the 
Eonourable member that we are not talking about 
the building of Combermere School now. I am not 
going to entertain it. This Resolution is not for  the 
building of Com'bermere School now. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr.  Chairman, nobody 
appreciates that  more than I do. But  i t  is the school 
t o  which I have had the privilege to  go ; i t  is Com- 
bermere School. 

On the 14th of December, 1943, the only restric- 
tion which the Hon. Minister of Education had to 
make was that the Headmaster's House was not 
artistic#; that i t  was a pigeon loft. He  had nothing 
to say about the school, or about the 25 questions. 

Now, I want to pass on to  the next point in my 
argument. It is true that the present Minister of 
Education was not, as f a r  as I know, responsible for 
the building of that  school. But  he TT% a member 
of the Rouse and a member of the Executive. AS 
f a r  as  I know, I am nut quite sure of this  articular 
point because I was not a member of the Education 
Board. 
11.25 p.m. 

This present 'Government came to this Chmbe1 
for money to remove the top of Comkermere School 
and gave the House the assurance that if the tor 
.of the building had been removed the building, t o  
the best of their information and belief, would 
reasonably safe and adequate for the Purpose fo1 
which it, was constructed. A t  that time hen. mem- 
hers of this Chamber wanted to know whether an3 
legal action would be taken against the persons. who 
had constructed the School. No answer was $$vet- 
but we were assured that we had nothing to fear 
there was no point in our asking any questions. 1' 
was just a formality to come to the House because 
the  Insurance Company had decided that they were 
liable to pay for these defects because tbey were 

I I l r .  CHAIRMAN: That part of the Addendun; 
is telling you \$-hat will happen a t  the Garrison. 

ITr. BARROW: Why has the rehabilitation o? 
Cornbermere School been mentioned in  this Resolu- 
tion if it has got nothing to do with the Resolution 
before the House. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The Government is telling 
you what will happen a t  the Garrison. This $3,500 
t7,ill not reconstruct the School. 

Mr. BARROW: If the rehabilitation is not coil 
tingent upon this Resolution then the Government 
has got no right to put  that  i n  this Addendum. Do net 
blaine me if I take i t  that they mean what they put  
in the Addendum. My colleague talked about a Civic 
Theatre i n  Bay Street and you did not stop him; 
the senior member for St. Joseph talked about build- 
ing a new school, he said that it would be of a steel 
structure and you did not stop him. [ASIDES] .  

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. senior member foc 
the City must allow me to speak. I am speakillg 
and the hon. member is speaking too. Let the hon. 
senior member for  St. George proceed with his re- 
marks on this Resolution. 

Mr. BARROW : What are "Unforeseen, Minor 
Works?" 13s anybody talked about that item yet ? 
If I cannot talk about the steel structure I will talk 
about "Unforeseen minor works". I have not heard 
any explanation as to these unforeseen minor works 
I do m n t  to say this: I feel that the public would be 
entitled to the information for  which I have asked 
I can always find out, but the members of the pub 
lie wo-~lld not be in  a position to  find out. All K 
would have to do is to go straight to the Insurance 
Chmpany and ask them if they have signed a waiver 
with the Government when they paid the nzoney for 
taking off the top structure of the School. I invita 
any hon. member to do that. The members of the 
public have not got the time to investigate matters 
which are i n  the public interest. I would like to 
say that since the Government by its neglect has 
lnade this imposition on the taxpayers of this colony. 
the best gesture it could make would be to allow the 
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pupils of Combermere School to go into the new Mill- 
l isterial offices. The Ministers are at  present in 
I 
I offices with the administrative staff surroundiiig 
i 
1 them, and therefore i t  would be a good gesture tc 

l allow the pupils of Combermere to go into the Min 
isterial Offices built a t  a colossal expenditure to this 
colony. 
11.35 p.m. 

I think, &h. Chairman, that when the history of 
the twentieth century is written and when a diag 
nosis of the psychology of the peoples who live in  i t  

! is made, it will be found that their main charac 
teristic was their lack of the propensity to be shocked. 
M7e do not know whether they have become inurc 

a 
'a to corruption and dishonesty through the physical 

strain and cruelties of the last war a d  through the 
threat of the atom bomb, but it seems to me that 
the facility with which members of the community 
such as this have potentially towards democracy to 
sccept matters which they should not accept with. 
out questioning and without showing in a constitu- 
tional way their indignation of corruption and d is  
honesty, does show that they have lost the ability to 
be shocked by any kind of disaster. I feel that the 
only safeguard of constitutional government is that 
which was so ably demonstrated by the then mem 
ber for St. Peter in 1943; that is to ask questions 
which should be answered in a democratic assem- 
bly. But I must say that the present Government 
has fallen into the same state of submission to the 
same effect as that which its predecessors were prons. 

Mr. L;EWIS: I would like to ask one question, 
Mr. Chairman, and i t  is this: in an important mai- 
ter  of the condition of the Combermere School ancl 
especially as i t  is a second happening of the same 

f liind, why should the Legislature of the colony be 
1 kept in ignorance of those conditions for this lenglll 
i of time, and why should nothing be told to them 
4 until money is needed for the transfer of the School 
cJ to another site temporarily 9 I feel that the mem 
il 
! bers of the Legislature should start off by protest 

ing against the fact that the Hon. Minister of ~ d u .  
cation for so many meetings which he had the oppor- 

1 tunity of making a statement, jn addition to th? 
fact that he was out of the island for so many talks. 
did not make such a statement the 

d tion a t  Combermere. All that he needed to say ww 

I that another series of cracks had appeared in the 
walls of Combermere and that they are keeping their 

3 eyes on them for the safety of the children and would 

i say something later as to whatever is to be done to 
the School. YOU should make a statement like that 

I 60 as to let the Legislature know you have the mat. 
i ter in hand; and i t  would be a medium for the 
3 parents to know that the highest authority is in 
: possession of the facts. I t  mould be courtesy to  is 

branch of the Legislature to which you will have to 
('()me for money to repair the damage. I feel that is 

i something that should have been done, 

l with the Government as  it is supposed to be consti- 

l 'tuted to-day. Members of this Government should 
J k'ave great respect for the Legislature; and when 
i they show that respect they put others in the position 
1 to respect them. They should alm-a)-S respect and up- 

D hold the dignity, rights and privileges particularly 
a of this branch of the L,egislature, and 1 do think 

they have fallen down in that respect. 
I ~vould like to say that I have visited Comber- 

mere and have seen the shoring up of , the walls as 
I we have heard to-day and it does not give that guaralz- 

tee of safety. The w'alls of the School have moved 
considerably since the shoring up  took place, so that 
is not SO s a f ~  as one would think. 3fy vie\$- is that it 
'is not the children that take frirht at the condition 

A - - - - -- 

rof the school but it is the adults; and I am very glad 
to know that alternative accommodation has 'been 
found. I am also glad to know that a new* school will 
be built on the same site because I think i t  will be 
a waste of money in rehabilitating the old building. 
I n  spite of the fact that the second storey of the front 
structure was taken off and certain adjustments made 
to keep the walls together, even the walls of the front 
part that are there are now cracking; so i t  shows very 
plainly that the~re is something definitely wrong with 
the foundations of that building, either through 

conditions or other conditions or a combina- 
rtion of both. 

I do think We should have been told something 
of that mpect of it, if nothing more than that com- 
~ ~ ~ ~ t i o ~  can be had. It is regrettable a t  a time like 
this when Government has to build more schools 
'that Government has to rebuild one of the schools 
which i t  has recently raconstructed. However, I will 

Government for the alternative arrange- 
ments and the further suggestion that has been 
nade. I do sincerely hope that i t  will not be long 
before we have a n m  building on this site. It would 
be a pity t o  abandon that site entirely for the school- 

Before I sit  I would like to  slay that while it is 
true that we were told some months ago when the 
previous cracks caused alterations to be made, in 
fairness to the person recommending those altera- 
'tions, I did hear that they were temporary and 
nothing could lue guaranteed that further cracks 
wot~ld not appear. I heard that stated a t  the time. 

The questimI fhat th<e Resolution do now pass 
pllt m d  resolved the affirmative withow! 

division. 
11.45 p.m. 

Resolution For  Visit of U.K. Parliamentary 
Delegation 

Hon. Dr. II. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, the 
next Resolution stands in my name and I ask leave 
to pofjtpone it. 

Mr. CHAIR,MAAN The Hon. Member has asked 
leaye to postpone the Resolution standing in his name. . 
Unless there is any dbjectior, leave mill be grallted 
the 11011. member. 

There beinlg no ob jeotion leave W granted the 
Hon. Member. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, the next 
Resolution is for $600, under ~ e a d  ~XIX-Miscel- 
laneous Services, Item 63 (New) visit of Delegation 
from the United Kingdom branch of the Common- 
wealth Parliamentary Association. 

Hon. members will see from the Addendum how 
i t  is made up. There are seven people coming. One 
of them whom I had hoped would have come here Was 
originally Minister of Commonwealth Relations in 
%he Labour Government. They are expected now in 
July. Thw were to have come in May but  the Eng- 
lish Elections was due to take place and on that 
account they were detained. 

The break down of figure3 is as f0llow~:- 

Hotel accommodation . . . . . .  $225.00 
Travelling in  Barbados . . . . 50 .OO 
Entertainment . . . . . .  305.00 
Contingencies . . . . . . . .  20.00 

$600.00 

I beg to move that this R.esolution do non7 pass. 
Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to  second that. 
The qmestim was p ~ t  amd resolved the a f f i r m  

tive withmtf divisiom. 
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Resolution For Access Roads to the Harbour marked 'Highways and Transport' for this purpose, 
otherwise we are not going to know what this Har  

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, the next Reso- hour is going to cost us. Here we are; voting $W,000 
iution is for the sum of $50,000 to be placed a t  the with the understanding that we are voting things for 
disposal of the Governor-in-Executi~e Committee to the building of the Harbour. This has to do wifi, the 
sllpplemeiit the Estimates 1955-56, Part  I1 - Capi- bctual buildiag of the Harbour and in my own opin- 
tal, as shown in the Supplementary Estimate, 1955-56. lion some adjustment should be made. It was for that 
NO. 11. reason, I think, that the Loan Act for  six million 

Hon. members will remember that on Tuesday dollass was p a w d .  You should put in a n  amount 
last the Report of Sir  Erie Millbourn was placed 011 from the Harbour Scheme L m n  and keep that Loan 
the table of the House and at  the same time notice separate alld distillet from other loan funds. I do not 
of this Resolution was given in order that the Direc- l.now m7h3. i t  has been done this --ay. 
tor of Highways & Transport might be enabled to The next thing is that you 'bring in a Resolu- 
proceed with these access roads to the Harbour. The tioll asl<ing the House to agree in principle to Sir 
Addendum explains fully what is propmed to Erie Millbourn's Report and before you debate that 
done immediately in so f a r  as the roads are con- Resolution, you are setting out t o  do something that 
eerned. You mill see them set out as follows :- i c  recomnlended in the very Report itself. 

( a )  linprovements aiid new road 
conliecting the harbour area 
and Hincks Street : 
(i) Roarlworks, say . . . . $16,000 

(ii) Seaw8alls, Revetments . . 9,000 $25,000 

(b) Various improrenients, Eagle 
Hall t o  Welehes, 
[A VOICE : Which Welches ?l 
Hon. M. E. COX: From Eagle Hall to Welches, 

means that you pass from Eagle Hall through Bridge 
Xoad and then on to W~lches. 
(b )  Various improvements, Eagle 

Hall to Welches, sap . . . . . . $15,000 
Those are the improvements on that 
road not a new road. 

(c)  Contingents, Superrisioa, etc. . . $10,000 

Total . . . . $50,000 

Although the Item Contingencies appears to be 
on the big side, i t  does appear that some improve- 
ment may be made which has not b~een anticipated at 
present; and that is why i t  has been decided to set 
the figure at $10,000 for Contingencies. I should like 
to mention a t  this stage that the whole road pro- 
gramme might cost the Government something like 
$180,000; 'but I do not think I should say much a t  
this stage because we have got to get a survey drafts- 
Inan and have plans prepared before anything final 
is brought to the House. [A VOICE1: I would like to 
B110w the full cost.] You will hear the full cost. 

S u p p m  you wanted to have a back road, you 
could run i t  to Eagle Hall behind Richmond's 
School. [A VOICE : All that is to the harbour ? This 
~rhole Resolution?] 

As I said before, I T T T O ~ L I ~ ~  not attempt to go into 
details because a survey has to be made before any- 
thing further is done; but i t  is proposed to take 
these steps as  a means of getting ahead as quickly 
as possible. This improvement does not present any 
great problem and therefore the Government feels, 
on the recommendation of the Director of Highways 
& Transport, that we can go ahead with it immedi- 
ately. I beg to move that the Resolution be now 
passed. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I am one of thase 

people who feel that these things for which money 
must be spent in  connection with the Rarbour should 
be confined to loans in  connection with the Harbour 
,itself. I also think that if it is felt that the Vuilding 
cf the Rarbour will throw an extra burden on the 
particular roads, money from thr Harbour funds 
shouild be appropriated to General Revenue ear- 

Now, sir, you cannot have it both ways. You 
cannot come to ask the House to agree i n  principle 
to Sir  Erie Millbourn's Report and a t  the same time 
tell us that you have already adopted it and you are 
putting certain features of it into operation. It doee 
not seem right to me. I do not think that I am pecu- 
liar in  looking a t  i t  this way. If you lay a Resalu- 
tion about a Report and a t  the same time you give 
notice of a Resolution for the spending of money 
connected with the very same Report, you are really 
%ot asking the House to assist you by agreeing in 
principle to i t ;  you have adopted i t  already. 

I, once again, am warning the Government to 
-try aiid keep this matter of the building of the Har. 
bour by itself. At  the end of the time let us  be able 
to say that this is what the Harbour cwt us. 

This inethod is going to cause confusion. I sup- 
l~or t ,  to a certain extent, the motion for the postpone- 
ment of this Resolution. Paragraph 2 of the Adden- 
dum says: "An approximate estimate of the soad- 
117a;rks necessary has been given a t  $180,000 by the 
Director of Highways and Transport who emphasises 
that the estimate is very approximate a he is not yet 
in possession of detailed surveys." You have a Reso- 
lution to debate and to recommend a Report i n  which 
this programme is mentioned. You are giving the 
impression that you are being magnanimous and yet 
i t  seems that you are  not a f t e ~  all. 
11.55 p.m. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Before any other hon. mem- 
ber speaks, I would like to say that I quite agree that 
there is a bit of logic in what the hon. junior member - 
for the City says in  connection with this Resolution 
to approve proposals put up  by Sir  Erie Millbourn. 
[Mr. ILEWIS : What does the Report say ?]  I t  says 
that  we will get this Scheme for  ;E3 million which 1s 
less than the amount previously estimated and that 
we should start with i t  immediately. I thought i t  was 
a foregone conclusion that we m-ould approve of the 
recommendation. The House has already agreed 
with a Scheme costing &l million and now Sir Eriz 
Millbourn says that it will cost £3 million and i t  is 
necessary to  build a breakwater. I cannot see any 
real argument as  to what should be debated fimt; 
but the argument which has been put  forward for 
starting immediately is that the sooner we get this 
Resolution through this House and through the Othel 
Place the quicker the nirector of Highways antl 
Transport would be able to rearrange and reconstruvt 
these roads. We can always debate the Resolution 
because we have already agreed with the recommend- 
ation. 

Mr. LEWIS:  This House has debated the Har  
bour Scheme already. [Hon. M. E. COX: And 
agreed to it.] To say that we have agreed to it 
strengthens my argument. A delegation goeq to Eng- 



land and was convinced that a modified Scheme was 
necessary; there is a further modificatio~l and what 
has this House really agreed to?  You set up a Deep 
SVater Harbour Committee, you send a delegatioli 
to England and the Premier was convinced that 
what they went for was not necessary. The Premier 
should have stuck out on what the House wanted 
11-e said "na want four berths" and we have invited 
your experts from England to tell you that a further 
modified scheme will be sufficient. What has this 
House agreed to? The only thing you can say is that 
we have agreed in principle to a Deep Water Har- 
bour. I have not got the Schemes before me; these 
are things which the members of the Government 
should Beep in their hands. We have had two or 
three reports and how do you know and how am I 
to kno1r.l YOU have not sent out the report------ 

Hon. M. E .  COX: The Plans have been deposit. 
ed with the Clerk of the House. 

Mr. LEWIS: I am not saying that the Plan:; 
have not been deposited; the hon. niember should 
have said that a Report was being circulated to-day. 
The report was cyclo-styled and brought in  here to- 
day by the Hon. Minister and why Tvas i t  not said 
that the Plan had been deposited with the Clerk 
of the House? [Hon. M. E .  COX: The hon. member 
knows what the usual procedure is . ]  What else 
have you deposited with the Clerk of the House? You 
have not even sent down the Plans for the Ministerial 
Buildings; I feel that they should come to earth and 
t ry  and understand what they have been doing. Th2 
previous report on the Deep Water Harbour says 
'that soinething should be accompanying it but it has 
not been deposited with the Clerk of the House. Sir 
Douglas Ritchie made a report and the Plan was not 
circulated to hon. members; evelybody said that it 
was a big drawing and it could not be circulated 
with the Report. The Hon. Minister must sympa- 
thise with the ordinary hon. member of the House 
v~ho has not got the facilities of looking a t  the details 
of the Harbour Schemes. We had a Harbour Scheme. 
discussecl. in this House on the strength of which a 
high-ranking delegation went to England and the 
experts came out and told us something. [Hon. M. E. 
COX : What Experts ?l 
12.05 a.m. 

Those experts who came out and told you so. I 
forgot to mention the name of the hon. senior mem 
ber for St. Joseph as an  expert; but when you get 
him as an  expert along with the Governor and tht? 
Financial Secretary who went up  to England with 
him, the people up there "cafuffled" them. [A 
VOICE: TTTcnv! That is not a Parliamentary \r*ord]. 
I t  inay not be, but i t  has its meaning here. They did 
not lr1101~7 ~vhati they went up  there for;  they went on 
a joy-ride. Mr. Chairman, in the Report which we 
have here now by Sir Eric Millbourn, in the second 
sentence he has said that he came down here and all 
the people (and I am sure he incladed the Hon. 
Premier and all) whom he thought kiietV most of it 
did not know anything of i t  a t  all. [A VOICE : He 
never said such a thing.] He said that they mere 
most ignorant of the report. If any meinber of this 
Coiniiiitt,ee has a copy with E m  I will show him the 
paragraph. He said tiiat it was amazing to find thz 
ignorailce among the people who s'nould I r i i o ~ ~ ~  tiw 
most about this harbour. [A VOICE : He never 
said that.] However, Mr. Chairman, I can speak 
again, and when I sit I am going to Iook LIP the rele- 
vant paragraph and let you know. 

Mr. Chairman, a member has handed me a copy 
and what I was telling you about is in paragrapl: 
nine. I t  reads as follows:- 

USE 
_ _  -- 

" We found a surprising lack of knowledge on 
the part of those whom we met as to the likely cost 
of the new port;  indeed we were frequently told 
by the Scheme's strongest opponents that  in  princt- 
ple they agree with the scheme, but could not see how 
the Colony could possibly afford from six to seven 
million pounds. " 

He said that when he came here. He thought 
60 many reports were made on the Harbour that th: 
people should have known something about it. [A 
VOICE: He did not say anything of the people 
whom he met in England.] They did not know 
\\.hat they wanted because people who were 3;0'00 
miles away had to tell them what they wanted. Instead . 
of getting a little emigration for the people when 
they up to England the delegation came back 
to send another delegation about that. When they 
went on that delegation one of the objects was to go 
around and look for emigration for  the people. They 
could have arranged for emigration there if they 
could not arrange for the Deep Water Harbour. 
The most regrettable thing about that delegatio~i 
was that a member of i t  was taken out ,of the island 
when he had obligations of a private nature that- 
would cause him to be in the island at  that timc. 
Going on that delegation caused a serious dislocation 
in that man's life. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Mr. Chairman, I rim 
because- 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman- 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. senior member for 

St. George caught my eye first. 
Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chgirman, I am wondering 

how many Ministers there are in the Government- 
Only one has spoken for the whole night. When we, 
put a question we get this particular member of the 
Government getting up, yet up  to now not one single 
question asked on the floor of this House has been 
answered. The Hon. Minister of Communications isa 
the name which is on the back of this Resolution. It 
says:-"Notice of this &solution was given by Hon. 
M. E. COX, M.C.P., on the 14th June, 1955," whom 
I understand is the Minister of Communications, 
Works & I-Iousing. If he has any self-respect or  
dignity he should be given a n  #opportunity to spealc 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I must object 
to the remarks made by the hon. senior member for  
St. George. 

Mr. BARROW: I am not accusing him of not, 
having $hose qualifications. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: Mr. Chairman, I object tw 
the remarks made by the hon. senior member for St. 
George and I insist that they be withdrawn. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. senior member for 
St. Michael has made objection to the remarks. 

Mr. BARR.OW: Let me hear the remarks. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN : He is objecting to the remarks 

which you made just now. 
Mr. BARROW: I n  the middle of a sentence 

which I was making he got up and said "I am raising 
oh jections to those remarks. " 

Hon. Iif. E .  COX: Mr. Chairman, I object to 
the remarks made1 by the hon. senior member for S t .  
George . 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. senior member 
for St. Gteorge take his seat? Will the Hon. Minister 
remind him of the remarks he made? 

Hon. M. E. COX: He jumped up saying "if ht: 
had any self-respect or dignity" and I object to those 
remarks. 

Mr. CHAIRiISAN: I suppose the hon. senior 
=ember for St. George has heard the remarks. Ir 
order to save time will the hon. member withdrat:.- 
those remarks and go ahead? 
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Mr. BARROW: I never said he had no self 
respect or no dignity. I said, if he had any self- 
respect or dignity he should be allowed to answer 
questions; and if the other members of the Govern- 
ment have any respect for him they would give him 
the opportunity of doing his work. If he thinks I 
a i d  he does not havg any self-respect or dignity I 
want to say he has all dignity and self-respect. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman,- 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will you allow me ? The Hon. 

Minister has asked you to withdraw those remarks. 
Will the hon. member withdraw the remarks and let 
us go on? 

IM;r. BARROW: If by anything I say he is given 
the impression that he has no self-respect or dignit5 
I witharaw them, because I could never, never mean 
that he has no self-respect or  dignity. He h all self- 
respect and dignity; but no hon. member in  the Gtov 
ernment seems to hold that view because they treal 
him as a boy in  the yard. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I object to those 
remarks about hon. members treating me as a bey 
in  the yard. 

Mr. BARROW: I am not calling him a boy in 
the yard. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I myself would take i t  as a s  
insult. I refer to the remarks which the hon. mem- 
ber used about hon. members treating him as a boy 
in the yard. 

Mr. BARROW: If he thinks I am calling him 
a boy in the yard, Colonel Duke was referred to 
in this Chamber as being treated as a boy i n  the yard 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: But Colonel Duke - is not a 
member of this Chamber. 

Mr. BARROW: If he thinks I am calling hill1 
a boy in the yard, I withdraw that remark, but I do 
not look upon him as being a boy in the yard. I t  looks 
bad1 that they would not allow him to get up to reply 
to a question. The hon. senior member for St. 
Michael brought in  this Resolution asking for  $50,000 
for highways, and as the hon. junior member for 
the City pointed out, there is nothing i n  the note to 
the Addendum of the innumerable references which 
viere made of plans. Not a single member of the 
public or members of the House have seen any plall 
of the Deep Water Harbour or of the road construr 
t,ion involved. It is true that they send every plan 
to the Clerk of the House, but for what purpose ? we 
were not told about these plans; but these plani 
apparently have been sent to the printers and if that 
has been so I am sure they would suffer the same 
fate as the other plans sent there. Not one singla 
member of the House outside of those on the Minis- 
terial benches has been given the opportunity of 
seeing these plans. Before we agree to the programmn 
we are entitled to see the plans. We should see what 
the Government is doing with this money because 
the next thing which we are going to hear is that 
having voted this $50,000 which may be spent 
somewhere else, we would be told that you have voted 
this money and you did not ask whether the roads 
were going to  be constructed on private land o r  else- 
where. 
12.15 p.m. 

We would Like t o  see the tie-up between this 
$50.000 and the proposed Deep Water Harbour 
modified. If the Government contemplates buying 
quarries, Government should tell the Hause now that 
they have bought those quarries in a particular dis- 
'triett; because this is in  the Millbou* Report and 
wmbers  of this House should know the relevance 
which this road beam fo the situation of the quarry 
and to the site of the Deep Water Harbour. The 
chances are that  the Minister of Communications 

may come to the House now for $50,000 and the next 
thing you will hear is that  this road has absolutely no 
connection with the souljce of the rubble and the raw 

l 
material which they are going to dump i n  the Har- 
bour. Is  that good enough ? I say i t  is not. Had they 
come to the I-Iouse and disclosad to  the House any I intentions they may have of purchasing quarry land3 
for the suppily of raw material for the Harbour and 
disclosed the situation of the particular land orJ quar- 
ry, the House would have been in  a position to  make 
recommendations as to better and m r e  accessible 
sites and ot7ier recommendations of that nature, but 
we are being asked to vote money for roads for  the 
Oeep Water Harboul? which are not in  the Harbour 
Qrogramme, and so far  as  I know, related to any 
supply of raw material o r  rubble. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I sihould like to say this: 
liad the Government given that information I woulu 
have been able to make a recommendation to them. 
I believe that they already own some of the land i n  
the district which I recompend; and that is no less 
than Eiver Bay in  the parish of St. Lucy where I 
would say that there is some quality in the raw ma- 
terial, I do not have the honour to  represent that  
parish, but I do have the honour to have been born 
theire and I do think that some pa* of the land 
wliich is not related to the oouunercial activity that 
an industry of that kind would be more advmtage- 
ous to the same parishioners of the island. [Cheers]. 

River Bay is a natural harbour. There is a good 
road which, had i t  not been for the omissions of the 
Minister of Communications, would have been fin- 
ished by now. If the vote of .$8@001) for the widen- 
irig of the roads had been plroperly spent that road 
would h a m  almost been  finished by now; but he has 
disclosed that he has taken some of the $40,000 and 
spent it in another direction. 

Hon. M. E. COX : Mr. Chairman, I-am sure that  
rlone of the, money which I mentioned here when 
the debate took place was allocated for any widening 
cf m y  No. 1 or No. 10 road. 'That was something to 
do with Zapital that was set out in  the Estimates 
for each year; I do not spend any money; I do not 
~ p e n d  one red half cent. 

Mr. >BAR;ROW : Mr. Chairman, he said that he 
had taken money out of a vote which was for widen- 
ing corners and highways, and further said that  he 
had spent i t  for other purposes. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairmm, what other 
purposes t 

Mr. B U R O W :  Mr. Chairman, I do not want 
to g!> into that. I do not want to raise the question 
of misappropriation of public funds ; but he said that 
it was for widening corners and highways; and we 
pointed out that he had misrelad i t  etc. But we dc, 
not want to go back to that. 

I was talking about the failure of the Minister 
oi Communications to tell honoufiable members of this 
House in what way this road is related to the suppl>+ 
of raw material. I am saying that we should have 
known and then we could have put  forward our al- 
ternative suggestions in the interest of the people 
of this island, If I see a way in  which the Govan- 
ment could increase the value of the assets of this 
island, i t  is my duty to point i t  out to the Govern- 
ment. I do not think that  with the y e m m n d a t i o n s  
such as those I have put forward fo+ incrmingl the 
over-all prosperity of the country, I should stifle my 
actions; but when they do not act in good faith, we 
cannot advance anything. I said that many times. 

Hon. NI. E. COX : Mk. Ghairman, I must object 
to the honourable member's remarks referring tb 
the Ministerk not acting in  good faith. I insist that  
they be withdrawn. [Mr. BARROW : Pop do not g& 
tired 5 1  

Mr. BABROW: Mr. Chairman I will repeat 
what I said. I said that when they do not aet in  @;ood 
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faith we are not in  a position to advance anythingt 
I am not withdrawing any of those remarks. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I insist that 
those remarks be withd+awn. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I see nothing in 
those remarks to be withdrawn. I t  means that no 
member of this House will be able to get up and say 
anything about the Government except that it will be 

thing is being rushed through now for one particular 
purpose. I warn them that things like this if p t r -  
sisted in will backfire on them, they being so inciis- 
oreet in a matter of this sort. 

Mr. GODDARD: I n  his .R.eaort, Sir Eric Mi!!- 
bourn draws attention to two facts. The first is that 
i t  will ba necessary to provide roaa facilities from the 
port area linking the port itself with the main trunk 

'taken that you are accusing the Government of r ~ a d a  which radiate into tne country from Bridgc- 
dishonesty. town and secondly that witn the work of road con 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, again I want struction, the laying of an 8"  vate er main should 
to refer to my demands that the remarks be with- take place. 
drawn. No ment~oil IS made of the eight-inch main hut 

CHAIRMAN ~h~ honourable member has if we have io order this main I think that somethiny 

raised to the remarks made by the hen- slioul~d have been said about it. This pipe will takf: 
ourable senior member for st. G~~~~~~ and in order about 18 months to gdt here. I n  this Report i t  says 
tr, maintain the harmony of the proceedingb I am that the eight-inch main should be laid a t  the same 
aqking that those remarks be withdrawn. t~rne as the roads are made. I t  would be interesting 

BARROW: M ~ .  chairman, you have tc know what plans they have in c~nne~ction with thi? 
tllat inember dictating to you on paflliamentary pro- main. I t  is unfortunate that we have not got the 
cedure. I said that when they come in here and do Plans because, probably, we would know where these 
not act in good faith, what mwt they us to  roads are being constructed or what roads are being 
d o ?  ~ i d e n e d .  I had In mind that if this scheme is to b? 

iqr. CHAIRMAN: ~f the honourable member is used the roads leading to the port should by-pass as 
not withdl.awing the remarks th2n I shall have to much as possible the city of Bridgetown. The sugar 
refer the matter to His Honour the Speaker. ~vhich is coming from the north should not go to 

M ~ .  BARROW: would you, M ~ ,  chairman, say- 1:lack Rock, it should go through the Cholera Ground 
illat there is anything objectionable, in those re- znd go through some of the reclaimed land. All that is 
marks, and would you allow yonrwlf go on recor< ~jrobably on the Plan but we have not got it. I think 
as saying so ? that plans of this nature are so important that  we 

should have that nlformation here. Sugar coming 
Mr. In my Own 'pinion you re- from the south would have to go down IIincks Street ferred to the Ministers when you said: "when they nLd by of the ~ l i , , ~  Playing Field I€ 

lnot." That is my way of it, and I the Hon. Millister. can tell us what the arrangements that is my objection too; that is, that You are aceus- are in respect of this eight-inch main we ap- i ~ l g  them of something. If that is what he thinks. l reciate it very you cannot blame him for  it. 
12.25 a.m. 12.35 a.m. 

Hon. AT. E.  COX: These roads are already m. BARROW: Wdl, Mr. if You say establishe8d, for example, when i t  comes to that of 
I accusing them, I will withdraw- That is the Hincks Street, that road will be widened a t  the tor- 
misfortune of having people like the h ~ ~ c ~ u r a b l e  ,er. With respect to the Fontabelle Road, that will 
wiiior membm for St. Michael ia this House. be widened at  the part which leads into the road 

I like to serve the members of leading to the &ef. A t  any rate, this has nothing to 
the Government now that on every occasion in  the do with the water main. The water main will not future when I them of not b e i ~  honest take anything like 18 months to lay down. while enough and of not acting in good faith, I will pro- 
claim i t  from the house~top. I will exercise my right i t  is true to say tliat the Rkport stated that it will 
to expose m y  Government which does not act in take anything like 18 months before we get going, 
good faith and is dishonest. This is not all accusa- I want to say that we do hope that it will not take 

tion because i t  applies to thiq or any Govwm.ment, that time. 
1 want to say that no citizen of Barbados should get Relative to the approaching road from Black Rock 
the impression that because people arrogate to them- my Own feeling is that instead of using the Brighton 
selves certain oEces they become honest overnight, Road that we should come in from Bats Rock. That 
because the people have not had any control over that. is the obvious road which s h o ~ l d  be used to get to 

Mr. Chairman, if we can zeturn to more serious the harbour and i t  is the old public road. Unfor- 
matters, I am gaping that it is the duty of the Min- tunately, i t  has not been recommended in our net- 
'itter of Communieatiolls, not to deps i t  a plan ~ o r k  of roads for  immediate construction. The 
the Clerk of the House to be sent to the Printem, suggestion is, up to Eagle Hall Corner, as 1 
but to lay i t  on the Table of the House and explain have pointed out, or near there; and from there 
to honourable members in respect of a supplementary you will get a main road leading to Pickwick where 
Resolution of this nature, in what way the road works the corner will be widened and you will then keep 
envisaged in the Resolution could relieve the bar- straight to the harbour from that road. 
bour of the traffic problems. I t  is unfcrtunate that As I have said, there will be a comprehe,nsive 
after we have had all these Committees, not one sin- plan of developments on the roads. I n  addition a 
gle Plan has been presented although innumerabl,. water main will be installed. This is just for a 
references have been made in the Reports to plans. temporary bit of work which can be done now and 
I understand that the only occasion on m-hich a Plan for which it is not necessary to have a survey. We 
was ever available to members of this House want to see to this immediately so as to get i t  out 
was when the present Acting Harbour Master out of the way. I do know that we would have to re- 
of his own goodness drew up plans for the use of the move some houses and re-site some when the sur- 
l a m i t t e e  which met last year. There is no Plan vey is made; so if we get this out of the way, we 
attached to the Millbourn Report or the Ritchie &- would be able to proceed with that  a t  a quicker 
port and there is no Plan attached to the Report of pace. 
the Deep Water Harbour Committee. There is no The  question, that the  Resolzction, do now pass was 
Plan made to the rather cursory Report made by the put and resolved in t h e  affirmative withowt div&iolz. 
fle~egation which went up to England to bring down O.n, motion of Ron~ .  Dr. CummWins, sseooded by 
the Deep Water Harbour as theg put it, but every-. 1 7 0 7 2 .  ICY. E. Cox, Mr .  ~ha'irman, reported the ~ ~ ~ i n g  
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of fdur resolutims in  Commrittee and the postpme- 
went  of ono. 

Mr. #peaker resumed the Chair and reported ac- 
cordingly. 

On st?pmate nzotiom of Hon. Dr. Cummlirus, sec- 
o?zided by Hto.n. M: E. Cox & each case, the Resolutiolns 
were read a first a d  second time m d  then agreed to. 

The Order Paper ha/ohg been fixed: 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: The Order Paper, as c m  
be seen, is becoming voluminous. We on this side 
of the table feel that we should meet on Thursday 
next in order to reduce it. Probably next week 
we may have to meet on Tuesday and Thursday. 
We have some lengthy Bills to deal with such as 
"The Representation of the People Act." I am 
therefore moving that this House do now stand 
;.djourned until to-morrow, it being after midnight ; 
that  will be Thursday, 23rd June, 1955, a t  3 p.m. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
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Mr. GODDAED : Mr. Speaker, I am sorry I was 
not listening very carefully from the beginning. We 
have to leave our private business to come to the 
House, and there is such a thing as preparing your 
work. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: It is only the Hous- 
ing Bill that we propose doing.] Oh,. just the Hous- 
ing Bill? If you tell us what you intend to come 
to the House for a t  the next meeting, then we shall 
be able to prepare for it. When we have a large 
Order Paper to contend with i t  means that we may 
cover subjects which might not be debated in  the 
House. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 
we shall be doing Housing and Committee of 
Supply. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that this 
House be now adjourned until Thursday next a t  
three o'clock p.m. Hon. Members in favour of that 
will please say 'aye' those against will please say 
'no'; I think the 'Ayes' have it. This House now 
stands adjourned. 
12.45 a.m. 




