
S p 

JUNE 23, -1955 
-- 

1113 

THE 

House of Assembly Debates 

'9 (OFFLCIAL REPORT) 

---p - -- 

1" SESSION 1954--55 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Thursday, 23rd June, 1955. 

Pursuant 40 the adjournment the House of A$- 
sembly met a t  ' 3  o'clock p.m. to-day. 

PRESENT 

His Honour K. N. R'. HUSBANDS, (Speaker), Hon. 
,G; .  H. ADAMS C.M.G., &.C., R.A., (Premier'), Hon. 
Dr. H. G. H. C U N M ~ S ,  C.B.E, M.D. C.M., (Xin 
ister of Social Services), His Honour Mr. A. E .  S. 
(Deputy Speaker), Hon. M. E. COX, (Minister Cowl- 
multications, Works and Hozcsimg) ; Mr. L. E. S M ~ ,  
J. P., (Chairman of Committees), Mr. 0 .  T. ALWE~C., 
Mr. J. C. M O T T L ~ ,  Mr. V. B. VAUGHAN, =on. C. E. 
TALMA, (Mimister of Agriculture, L e n d s  and Fish - 

dries). 
Prayers were read. 

Mr. BARROW entered the House a;nd took hir. 
scat. 

MINUTES 

1\/Ir. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 

1 , the House that the Minutes of the 26th April, 1955 
have been printed and circulated amongst hon. mem- 
bers. Unless there is any objection these Minutes 

L' will be taken as read and confirmed. 
4. There being no objection the M i ~ t e s  were 
' 
4 

taken as read and cornfirmed. 

L;I CLERK GRANTED ADDITIONAL LEAITE 

4 Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House of a letter received from the Clerk of the L 
House asking for extension of leave until 31st July, 
1955, i n  accordance with the Medical Certificate at- 
tached and stating that  Mr. D. A. Banfield has kind 
l y  consented to continue to  act as Deputy Clerk. 

Hon. Dr. {CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, in  connec- 
tion with the letter which you have just read, I 
beg to  move that  six weeks extension leave be grant- 
ed to the Clerk of the House. .[A VOICE: Four 
weeks not six.] 

Mr. Speaker, I am. sorry, I beg t o  withdraw that. 
3 thought I heard six weeks mentioned in  the letter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, the letter does say six 
weeks, but you will make the motion for  leave to tlu 
31st July. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to  
move that leave be granted to the Clerk until the 
31st July, 1955. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question was put and agreed to. 

MEETING OF THE HOUSE 

Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Speaker, before we enter 
ixpon the business of the day, I think it is wise that 
! should draw* your attention to the fact that not 
all honourable members of this House are aware 
that a meeting is being held to-day. While I am 
not laying any blame, I think that in similar circum- 
stances qoine effort should be made to inform hon- 
ourable uenlbers of this House of any unusual meet- 
ing of the House. There are members who know 

-1I~p-oy yoop,o aaqy $B Suyyaam B $0 B U ~ $ O U  
Mr. VAUGIIAN: Mr. Speaker, I beg to associate 

myself with those remarks of the honourable junior 
member for the City. I who live so near only saw 
that there would be a meeting of the House when I 
read the newspaper this morning. Somebody asked 
me whether there was not a meeting of the House 
to-day and I replied that i t  might be so. I then 
looked into the Advocate and saw it. 

Many of us go away from the House before 
the end of the meeting and unless we are told 
specially, we assume that there will be no meeting 
until the following Tuesday. I suggest that hon- 
ourable members should be given notice under such 
circ~~mstances. 

Mr. SPEAKER: While I appreciate what hon- 
ourable members say, I must also point out all 
the difficulties with which the office is confronted 
when the House adjourns a t  mid-night. The Order 
Paper has to be prepared by the Advocate on the 
following morning and it is not possible to catch 
the mail with the Order Papers. That is the normal 
procedure. The daily newspaper is therefore the 
only means under such circumstances of informing 
honourable &embers. It is no  fault of the admin- 
istration at all. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, if you will permit 
me, I wolild say that there must be a way of getting 
around this question of informing honourable mem- 
bers in  these particular circumstances. A telephone 
message could probably help. Perhaps this could 
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bc done through the Clerk or solme other Officer or policy and principle of the Eoard. I do not t h ink  
the Ilonse. hotwithstanding putting a notice in this lrrovision is as general as i t  might appear to 
the nev-spaper I believe that if an  eftIort was made be; rather it is coufined for example to  persous who 
something could be done. I may be knowledg-eable on certain matters more so 

Mr. SYEAkEIC: I t  is not possible for a meet- 
ing like this. The first Order of the Day is to resume 
Committee on the B111 to make provision with respect 
to thr Housillg of persons of the working classes 
and other classes and fcr purposes connected there- 
with. 

1IC)USING BILL 

DIY. XPEAICER le f t  the Chair, the Chairman 
took the Cha7r and the House went into C ~ ' n ' & m ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
o,F ,%~pply ,  N r .  SMZY'H being in the Chair. 

]\fr. CHAIICnlIAN: On the last occasion Clause 

than members of the Bo'ard. The Board will be 
given that authority to get together and go into the 
aspects of anything which is considered for the 
proper functioning; but the Committee cannot go 
outside the policy of the Board. 

Mr. LEWIM: Appointing a Committee for any 
of the purposes of the Housing Authority seems to  
bt \cry wide to me. As a safeguard I think the 
Committee should have at  least a member of thz 
Authority. Lots of illfornlation m n  he had from the 
-ittings of the Cclllmittee on an  actual investigation 
rather lhan from a dry report. The honourable , n,eln~er has had reports made to hinl and lie has 

8 waq under consideration. 
8 been on Committees which formulate reports. If I 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman, I should like just ' were in charge of this Bill, 1 would say that 
to add fen words to what has been said ' at  least one niemloer of the Authority should be put  
and it is this: many honourable members do not I this Committee according to the law. YOU would 
feel that the word "Governor" in  sub-clause 1 waQ not appoiYlt a committee of persons who know 
n printer's error; they feel that it was purposely 1 nothing of the purp.jse of the appointment, but the 
done and there is nothing to show that the Governor- pr,,e,,e of somebody who is directly re~ponsible to 
in-Executive Committee had agreed on any change. the ~ o ~ s i ~ ~  Anthorlty is important. 
Wt: have often been told that suggested changes l 
have to be taken back to the Executive, and I should : 
like to hear today whether this procedure has been 
observed on this occasion. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: Mr. Speaker, we have again 
discussed this matter. It Was told to me that i t  was 
proper to insert the words "Governor-in-Executive 
Committee7' instead of " Governor." 

T h e  q q ~ ~ s t i o n  i lmt Clause 8 as amended stand 
part was p f ~ t  and rcsolaed in the affirmative witlzout 
division. 
3.25 p.m. 

Glazrse 9 was called. 
I-Ion. M. E. COX: There is a grammatical 

error in  lines three and four of this Clause and 1 
wlil to make two slight amendments there. The 
first anier~dment is that the word "Orders7' be 
deletecl and the word "order7' substituted there- 
for ; and that the wol-ti "has7' be deleted and the 
word "have" be substituted therefor. I am asking 
leave to make those amendments. 

There being no o~bjcction leave was granted the 
Ho.12. Minister. 

Hon. &I. E.  COX: I beg to move that Clause 3 
as amended stand part of the Bill. 

Hon. C. E. TRLIIIA: 1 beg to second that. 
T h f  question thnf C(azcse 9 as amended stand 

part of the Bill wns put and resolvetl i n  the affirmfa- 
tive without division. 

Clazcse 10 was callcd 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Clause 

10 :tancl part of the Bill. 
Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
l l r  LEITTIS : This Clause is worrying me a 

bit. Can this I-Ionsing Authority appoint a Corn- 
mittet. solely of onisiders? It is not mentioned here, 
but T -\~,onld like an expression of opinion on reac?- 
ing that "the Authority may appoint a Committee 

7 7  for any of the purposes of the Authority.. . . . . 
I t  does appear to me that this Authority can appoint 
tl Committee entirely outside itself; it may not do 
that. but i t  has the power to do it. I am not happy 
about that at  all. I should like to know whether the 
Hon. Minister has considered the matter from that 
angle and what is his opinion about it. 

l i o n .  M. E. COX- While i t  is true that the 
Clause states that tlLe Eoard may delegate certain 
powers to a Committee, those powers if deleqated 
wo~dd  hare to be carried out in accordance with the: 

I do not think that this Clause should be put a s  
wide as this, I do not think you should take up the 
most knowledgeable persons in  the world who do not 
desire even to apply their commonsense to such things 
and put them on the Committee. I repeat I think the 
~,-itt,, should have a t  least olle member o f -  
the ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ i t ~  on it. woum be quite ad easy thing 
to get that provision inserted in Sub-clause 2 of this 
Clause. It should read that this Committee should 
consist of one member of the Authority. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: I do not think the hon. mem 
ber need fear anything. Since this Board will be set 
up according to the law this Board will be given direc. 
tions as to what the Government's policy is. When 
the Bill was first drafted reference was made to the 
Executive Committee in almost every Clause of the 
Fill. We went into the matter carefully and W,. 
found that i t  was unnecessary to insert the 
cvords "Executive Committee7 in  so many Clauses, 
and we decided that me could get around the matter 
by laying down the policy a5d passing i t  on to t h s  
Authority. I n  this case I think we can allow this 
Clause to remain as i t  is. Instructions along this line 
will also be inserted in our policy. 

T h e  question that Clazbse+lO s t m d  part of tlte 
Eill was pzit &cl resolved in the affirmative without 
3ivis7lon. 

ClaizPe 11 urns callud. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Clause 11: 

stand part of the Bill. 
Hon. C. E. TBLtMA : I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS : If yon look a t  the beginning or 

Sub-Clause (6) you will see that there is a mistake 
there. I do not thinlr that the word "Acts7' should 
h ~ v e  been spelt with .a capital "A". I have on13. 
drawn that to the attention of the Hon. Minist2r 
because we might have this Bill sent back here with 
this correction. I should also like to draw to the 
Hon. Minister's attention that this is a corporate body 
and if it were a company, i t  would have to have a 
registered office. I do not like the meetings of this 
Authority being held a,npwhere a t  all. I t  says in Sub 
Clause (1) that "The Authority shall meet a t  leaat 
once a month for the transaction of general business 
at  snch time and place and on such days as  the 
Anthority may determine." 
3.35 p.m, 

I think that a t  lea,st those meetings should be 
i, called on a Saturday morning. I do not think the 



Authority should have the authority to pull member3 
c u t  any times. We complaiii against Vestries doing 
this kind of thing these days, and while it may be 
done with the best intention in the world, somebody 
might say that i t  is inconvenient. I do not like it as 
i t  is; but if the Minister feels i t  is alright then let it 
remain as i t  is. It is little matters like these that 
count. I feel that a Saturday morning should b~ 
alright and the meeting should take place at  a par- 
ticular place where everybody would know. 'l'his 
Authority is one for all over the island, and, i t  seems 
to me that when there is a general meeting some- 
body should know where i t  is taking place; it should 
even be confined to a particular day. 

Hon. M. El. COX: I do agree that the Clause 
is a bit general. It is the intention of the Government 
to build ozces for the administration of this Authori. 
t y  and no doubt then there will be a room for meet- 
ings. While it is true that the Section is a bit gen- 
eral, I want to assure the hon. member that provisions 
will be made for space to hold meetings of' the Board 
on the premises where the Housing Authority is ad- 
ministered. 

T h e  question that Clause 11, stand part was p& 
and resolved in tlze affirmative wlithotlt division. 

Clause 1 2 - w a s  called and passed. 
Clause 13-was called. I t  reads as f o l l m s  :- 
" ( l )  The Authority shall keep proper accounts 

and adequate financial and other records in  relation 
thereto and shall prepare statement of accounts in 
respect of each financial year. 

( 2 )  The Accounts of the Autholity shall as soon 
a s  may be after the end of each financial year bc 
audited by the Auditor General who shall make R 
record thereon to the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee and to the Authority. 

(3) As soon as may be thereafter, the Authority 
shall forward to the Governor-in-Executive Commit- 
tee a copy of the statement of accounts with th(. 
report of the Auditor General attached." 

Hon. M. E .  COX: Mr. Chairman, I am asking 
leave to delete the word l record^'^ which appears in 
line three of sub-section two and to substitute the 
word "report" in its place. I think that is a print- 
er's error because the draft has the word "report." 

There b e h q  no objection leave was yranteld, the 
lzon. member. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Clause 13, 
as amended stand part. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  I would like to draw hon. m e m  

bers' attention to something which I think should 
be done. I have been continually asking for a lit,tlp 
more consideration for the Legislature. We have 
here as  subclauses to this section (2 ) ,  ,(3) and (4). 
Sub-Clause 2, says, "The accounts of the Authority 
shall a s  soon as may be after the end of each finail- 
cial  year be audited by the Auditor General, wbo 
shaJl make a report thereon to the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee and to the Authority." 

I believe the persons concerned would interpret 
i t  i n  that way and do i t  as  quickly as possible. Sub- 
Clause three uses the same words, "as soon as may 
be7' thereafter. There is a,nother point to that .  I t  
seems to me that when the Executive Committee 
wants something they say to do it as  quickly as possi- 
ble, but let us  turn  to sub-clause four and see what 
that  says.. It is worded as follows:- 

C (  Copies of every such statement and report 
shall be laid before botX Houses o f  the Legislature.' 

That may mean in fifteen years time, ten years, 
or  any time a t  all. [A VOICE : Oh no !] That is the 
reason why it is all the more necessary that i t  should 
be worded differently. They say as quickly as possible 

in sub-clause 2, when i t  comes to something for 
themselves, but when i t  comes to something for thb 
Legislature they do not' say 'that. I suppose that th.3 
object is to lay the report i n  the Legislature after i t  
has been received by them. 

Hon. M. E. COX: If the hon. member would 
look a bit lower down in Clause 14, he will see that 
the report is to be ready and submitted to the Gov- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee not later than six 
months after the end of each, financial year and that 
the report should be laid before both Houses of the 
Legislature as soon as possible thereafter. Section 
14 covers that point. 

3Ir. LEWIS:  That is something different. I 
would suggest that the words "As soon as may be 
thereafter" be inserted in sub-clause (4) a t  the end 
of it because that is for the accounts while Section 
14 is for a report of the activities of the Authority. 
I beg to move that the werds "as soon as may be 
thereafter" be inserted a t  the end-of sub-clause (4). 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, i t  has not been 
seconded but I will accept it. 

l'lze question that clause 13 as amended stand 
part was put  and: resolved in the, a f f i r m t h e  withozht 
divisiom. 

Clause l 4  was called and passad. 
Clause 15 was called and passed. 

3.45 p.m. 
Clause 16 - was called. 
Hon. AI. E .  COX: I beg to move that Clause 16 

stand part. 
Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman,, in  paragraph (b) at' 

sub-clause 1 it  says: '"such amounts from the Labour 
Welfare Fund established under the Sugar Indus- 
t ry  (Kehabilitation, Price Stabilisation and Labour 
15 elfare) Act, 1947, and a t  such times as may be re- 
quisite to enable the Authority to carry out such 
purposes. " 

I take i t  that this is generally for  purposes of 
the Authority. But  Mr. Chairman, it struck me when 
reading that, that the Labour Welfare Loans are more 
or less for specific purposes. However, i t  does not 
say so here now. Under the same Head -FTnances 
and Property of the Housing Authority, we find a 
~ imi l a r  phrase in paragrap%- (a)  of sub-clause 1. It 
reads as follows: "To carry out such purposes." 

I s  that the purpose of the Act B I think that the 
Furposes for w5ich that money should be used are 
Iound in some Regulations or other. I am asking the 
hon. member to read it ana  tell me whether i t  is not 
that these Laljour Welfare Funds will be given to 
the Authority. Does it mean that the purposes for 
which the money from the Labour Welfare fund if 
given to them makes it improper for them to use i t  
in any general way? 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I should like 
to erase all the doubt i n  the mind of the hon. mem- 
ber that this Labour WeBare money can be used 
for any purposes other than those for which i t  was 
originally intended. If he would look a t  the second 
Sehedule to the Bill he would see that i t  is there set 
out in conformity with Seaon-17, and i t  is repeated 
in  the old Labour Welfare Regulations. Of this $1 
million a year for new houses $5,000 will be drawn 
from Labour Welfare and five hundred thousand 
from the Government. This has been done with the 
express purpose of keeping the Labour Welfare 
Fund for people working in the sugar industry only. 
As you will see money for the Civil Servants will 
also be charged to this Authority; but this will also 
be kept separate. This does not mean in any way 
that  these funds from Labour Welfare can be spent 



on any project other than those directly concerned 
with Labour Welfare. 

l'he question, that Clause 16 stand pm-t of the 
BdZ was put a;nd resolved ir* the af f irmtive with, 
ouD &&iun. 

Claizlse 17 was called. I t  reads as follows :- 
17. ( l )  Upon such date as the Governor-in- 

Zxecutive may appoint by  notice in  the Official 
Gaziette (in this Act referred to  as "the vesting 
date") subject as  hereinafter provided, there ,&all 
vest in the Authority by virtue of this Act and with- 
out further assurmce- 

(a)  All properties, rights, liabilities and obli- 
gations of whatsoever nature which imme- 
diately 'before the vesting date were pro- 
perties, rights, liabilities and obligations of 
the Housing Board; 

(b)  All properties, rights, liabilities and obli- 
gations of whatsoever nature which imme- 
diately before the vesting date were the pro- 
perties, rights, liabilities and obligations of 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee in 
pursuance of loans granted, or otherwise ac- 
quired or incurred under, or otherwise i11 

pursuance of, or for carrying out the pur- 
noses of. the Labour Welfare F'und (Hous- 
ing ~ o a l i s )  R!egulations, 1950, includiig any 
iiionies standing at  that date to the credit 
of the Labour Welfare Housing Loans Fund 
and any lands and hereditaments acquired 
for such purposes; 

(c) All properties, rights, liabilities and obli- 
gations of whatsoever nature which imme- 
diately before the vesting date were the gro- 
perties, rights, liabilities and obligations of 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee or  of 
Executive Committee acquired or incurred 
i n  any manner in connection with the hous- 
ing schemes set out i n  the First Schedule 
to this Act including all lands and heredita- 
ments used or set aside for use in connection 
with any of such housing schemes whether 
or  not actually acquired in connection with 
such scheme and whether or not a t  the vest- 
ing date such land or any part thereof has 
beell sold, leased or let or otherwise put to 
use in connection with such scheme: 

Provided that, in  the case of the hous- 
ing schemes set out in Part I1 of such Sched- 
ule, nothing in  this section contained shall 
affect any land and hereditaments set out 
and descri'bed in  Part  I1 aforesaid. 
(2)  Nothing in this Act contained shall vest 

h the Authority, or affect in  any manner whatso- 
ever, any right, liability or obligation acquired or 
iccurred by the Governor-in-Executive Committee or 
any  other person as a result of any loans raised by 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee or  under any 
debenture stock, or other security issued to secure re- 
payment of any such loan or  part thereof. 

(3)  Notwithstanding any other provision in  
this Act contained, any property, right, liability or  
obligation which vests in  the Authority Ky ~ i r t u e  of 
the provisions of paragraph (b)  of sub-section (1) 
of this Section shall be administered and dealt with 
;b, the Authoritv subject to and in accordance with 
t h e  n l l ~  set out in, the Second Schedule to t z s  Act 
and any rule5 modifying or varying such first men- 
tioned rnles made under the powers in  that behalf in 
Section fiftv-three of this Act. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman. there wems 
to 'be so1-n~ mistake in Paragraph (b) four lines he- 
fore the last it reads as  follows:- 

I J  . . . .including any monies standing at  that to 

the credit of the Labour Welfare Housing Loans- 
f i n d . .  .. . 9 , 

I tlhink the phrase should read "at that date 
to the credit of the Labour Welfare (Housing Loan) 
Funds. ' ' 

After the word "that" I wish t o  ask leave t o  
insert the word " date ". 

There being no objectwyl leavie was granted t3te 
h 6%. nzemb er. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Cllause 
l 7  stand part. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I should like a lit- 

tle explanation so t$hat I would 'be able to know what 
pub-clause 2 means. The words to which I refer read 
ias follows :- 
" . . . . .any right of, liability or obligation acquir- 

ed or incurred by the Governor-in-Executive or any 
other person as. a result of loans raised by  the Gov- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee or  under any debent- 
ure, stock, or other security issued to  secure repay- 
ment of any such loan or part thereof." 

I suppose that is just plain, legal phraseology; 
6ut if he can tell me what that means I should be- 
glad to  know. It is really complicated to me. 

Hon. M. E.  COX : As the hon. junior member for  
the City said, i t  is legal phraseology and I cannot 
help him. 

The question, tha*t Clause 17 as m e n d e d  starnd 
part W S  put and resolved in, the affirmativle with- 
out divim'on. 

I t  reads as follows: The Authority may, subject 
to the provisions of this Act, make use of its pro- 
perty and funds in such manner as it may deem 
expedient for carrying out the purposes of this Act 
and, in particular and without prejudice to  the gen- 
erality of the foregoing provisions the funds of the 
Authority may, subject as aforesaid be applied to- 
wards :- 

(a)  the payment of the cost of acquisition of 
any land or building authorised to be ac- 
quired ; 

(b) the payment of all insurance, rates, taxes 
and other statutory claims on any land c,r 
buildings acquired ; 

(c) the payment of all expenses authorised by  
this Act; 

(d) the creation of such reserve fund as the 
Authority may in their discretion consider 
sufficient ; 

(e) the payment of interest on loans and the 
repayment of such loens; 

(f) the assistance of persons of the working 
classes t o  erect dwelling houses on land the 
property of any such person, or let or leased 
to any such person for such purpose; 

(g) the making of advances as  authorised by 
this Act ; 

(h)  any other purpose approved by  the Gover- 
nor-in-Executive Committee ; 

(i) generally in and towards the purposes of 
the Authority under this Act. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that Clause 18 stand part. 
10.55 p.m. 

Hon. C. E .  TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIX : Mr. Chairman, i n  reading Clause 

l h  'I was struck by mention of the words "creation 
of such reserve _fund7' as being one of the purposes 
towards which the funds of the Authority shall lie 
applied. I t  will be found in paragraph (d)  of Clause 
18 which reads as follcws :- 



" (d)  the creation of such reserve fund as the 
;Authority may in their discretion consider 
sufficient ; ' ' 

Mr. Chairman, I do not like the idea of setting 
u p  an  Authority like this with a reserve fund. I do 
not like the words "reserve fund". I think that they 
~ h o u l d  spend the money which is given to them and 
keep i t  revolving; and any surplus which a t  any 
time they should h d  themselves in  possession of 
should be handed back to the Government or paid int9 
the Treasury; because they are really not going to 
buy out all these assets and properties for  which 
they are going t o  receive loans. I do not know if the 
hon. member envisages a time when there will be 
a reserve fund;  'but, so for as I am concerned, I do 
11ot like the idea of these Authorities in the face of 
the cryingneeds of the people setting up 3 reserve 
fund. I should like these funds to be used and let 
the Government continue to give generously, so long 
as proper use is made &of them. I do not know what 
the liabilities will be when any pensions are going 
to be paid out of funds of the Authority; but in gen- 
eral I do not like the creation of reserve funds by 
these Authorities a t  all. Let them, I repeat, use the 
money that is given to them for  the purposes men- 
tioned in the Bill; use i t  as a revolving fund for the 
assistance of the people whom tihey intend to assist. 
The needs are really too great for  me to  read into 
a Bill like this the need for the creation of a re- 
serve fund. Though these words are there already, I 
do hope that the Authority will not w80rry to read 
them in. 

If there is to Ije a reserve i t  means bhat they 
will have a little more money that they can spend in a 
year or so; but I cannot imagine any Authority build- 
ing u p  a reserve when there is a present demand an3 
the need for improving housing and helping people 
to own, and build houses. I do not think that that 
should happen; that would not be the Development's 
policy either. 

There would be no point in  Suilding up  a re- 
serve when you have so many applications for houms 
tto cope with. 

The qthestion that CLause 18 - stand part ,mm 
put and +soLved: in the  a f f i ~ m a t i v e  without d iv is im.  
3.55 p.m. 

Clause 19 was called. 
Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to move that Clause 19 

stand part of the Bill. 
Hon. C. E.  TALNA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  There is just a little quibble about 

this Clause; i t  starts with the words "A11 moneys" 
and ends with the words "Such moneys". I am. not 
happy about that phrasing. 

The qu@stion that  Caause 19 stamd p w t  o f  the 
Bdll was put and resolved t h e  af f i rmathe with& 
division. 

Clause 20 wats called. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Clause 20 

stand par;?.. 
Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  During the-debate on the second! 

reading of this Bill, some honourable member asked 
the question about the repair, etc. of factories being 
aentioned in  this Bill; if attention has been paid 
to this question we can hear about it today. I f  the 
Hon. Minister would loolr a t  paragraph (a) of this 
C:!ause he would see that these things are for the 
benefit of the workins classes and other persons. If 
this Bill is for the rehousing of persons of the work- 
h g  classes and-other classes, I would like some con- 
sistency. in  the matter. 

Again I would like to draw this to the attentioll 
of the honourable member- I n  indicating these sub 

paragraphs they use (f) ,  (g),  (h) ; and (i) is usuaL- 
ly left out. They do not usually use (i) because it gets 
them i n  trouble. They have used i t  here and i t  has 
got them in  trou'ble. When you come to sub-para- 
draph nine you have two (i's) one of which is used 
tor the first sub-paragraph. I suggest to the honour- 
able member that he can overcome the difficulty quite 
casily by skipping from (h)  to ( j )  ; the Other Place 
will be very severe on these little mistakes which we 
send up  there. 

Hon. G, 13. ADAAlS : What h m  happened is that 
( i )  coming after (h)  is in  the same type which is 
bsed for sub-paragraph (1). It is only a question of 
using the correct type. 

Mr. LEMTSTIS: The alphabet part of this Clause 
is indicateld in  letters and this ( i )  is a common (i). I 
have seen this kind of thing before and they get over 
it very easily by skipping from (h)  t o  (j) .  Here 
you have the main paragraph ( i)  and the sub-para- 
graph begins with the same thing. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMX: I t  is not necessaljy to  
waste time on that. Nearly every Stenographer in  
this island uses the ( I )  for the figure one. They 
have used the same "case", as-the printers call it, for 
( l j  as they have- used for  f i ) .  A11 y'ou have to do 
is to draw the matter to the attention of the Printers. 

Mr. LEWIS : I have no intention of delaying t h i ~  
nattei', but I have offered a suggestion; i t  may be a 
stupid one, but you will ,get over the difficulty i s  
that  way. I an1 not here to reHort this matter to the 
Advocate either. I have seen the Other Place send 
back Bills here merely for the use of a comma. 

Hon M. E. COX : I suggest that instead of using 
the Roman letters y e  use the ordinary letters. 
4.05 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS:  MP. Chairman, i11 view of what I 
said about the reserve fund, I see in  (k) : "place on 
deposit a t  interest or invest any money (whether con., 
sisting of capital or income) a t  any time at the dis- 
posal of the Authority." I see nothing wrong about 
that if you invest it in land for the building of 
houses, but I know that section does not mean that;. 
I am saying this Authority should have suf6cient 
money for its running expenses and other purposes 
and I would not like the Authorqity to invest one cent 
for the purpose of purchasing property or for the 
construction of buildings for other purposes as 
~"uthorised by this Act. 

T h e  question that Clau,se 20 as alnzended stand 
part uras p t  and agweed to. 

Clawe 21 was called and passed. 
Clause1 22 wa.9 caLlecZ. 
I t  reads as follows:- 

22. (1) The Autho~~i ty  may, make arrange- 
ments with a Housing Association or a Local Body 
for the purpose. of enabling the Association or Local 
Body to- 

(a) provide housing accommodation for 
mambers of the Association or persons 
of the working classes; or 

(b) provide housing accommodation for 
persons of the worcking classes displaced 
bv action taken by the Authority under 
the provisions of this Act for dealing 

with slum clearance areas or with re- 
development areas or for the demolitiori 
of insanitary houses or for the closing 
of buildings o r  parts of buildings; 

(c) provide housing accommodation for 
persons of the working classes for the 
purpose of the abatement of overcrowd- 

] ing. 
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(d) alter, enlarge, repair or improve houses Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Clause 30, 
or buildings which, or an  interest il? a? amended, stand part. 
which, the Authority have acquired Hon. C. E .  TALMA: I beg to second that. 
with a view to the provision or improve- T h e  question was put and agreed to. 
ment of housing accominodation for 4.15 p.m. 
perpons oi the working classes. Clause 31 was called. 

( 2 )  Arrangements made under sub-section (1) Hon. N. E .  COX: I beg to niove that Clause 31 
of this section shall include such terms with regard stand part. 
to  such matters including where appropriate- 

( a )  the types of houses to be provided 
Hon. C. E.  TALMA: I beg to second that. 
T h e  questiom that Clause 31 stcund part of  the  (b) the rents at which the houses provided are Bill was and resolved in the  afhnzative without to be let, and division. 

(c) the conditions of tenancy, 
as may appear to the Authority to be expedient in Clawe 32 was called. 

The  question that Clawse 32 stand part o f  tll,(z ~ i e w  of the needs in relation to the housing of the Bill was put dnd resolved iq, the without 
persons for ~ v h o n ~  the houses are intended. 

(3) If a Housing Association or a, Local Body &,mion. 

represent to the Governor-in-Executive Committee Clause 33 was called and passed. 
that they1 have submitted to the Authority proposals 
for  arrangements to be made under this section, and 
that the Authority have unreasonably refused to 
n a k e  arrangements in  accordance with the proposals, 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee may require 
the Authority to furnish him with a report as to the 
matter stating the reasons for its refusal and to make 
such arrangements as shall be approved of by the 
Coverncr-in-Executive Committee. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I am asking leave to make the 
following amendment in the third line of (d) ,  that 
the word "have" after the word "Authority" be 
deleted and the word "has" be inserted in its place 

There being no objection leave was granited the 
holzot~rablc member. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Clause 22, 
as  amended, stand part. 

Hon. C. E .  TALVA: I beg to second that. 
T h e  question was put and agreed to. 
Clauses 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 and 29 were call6d 

~ q ~ d  passed. 
C l m ~ s e  30 was callcd. I t  reads m follows:- 
( 1  )"Upon notification to the Authority of tha 

approval of the Governor-in-Executive Committee of 
any  scheme, the Authority shall forthwith publish i l l  

the Official Gazette and in a local newspaper a notice 
stating that the scheme has been approved and nam- 
i r ~ g  a place where a copy of the plan and particulars 
thereof may be inspected. 

(2) Whel'e, after a scheme has been approved, 
it appears to the Authority that m y  land in  the area 
comprised in the approved scheme ought to be re-de- 
veloped or used otherwise than as indicated in  the 
scheme, the Authority shall prepare and submit for  
the approval of the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee a new scheme in  rbspect of that l ank  

(3) I n  the following provisions of this Act, 
references to the redevelopment or use in  accordance 
with a scheme shall hie considered as references to a 
scheme approved under this section, or, in the case 
of land comprised in a new scheme approved under 
ltliis section in  accoreance with the new scheme." 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, there is a slight 
amendment which I would like to make to sub-clause 
1 of this Clause. I am asking leave to delete the 
word "a" which precedes the word "local" in  line 
four and to make the word "newspaper" the plural 
by adding *'S". I believe that  was an  oversight be 
cause in  Section 27, i t  is stated that you must give 
notice in  all the newspapers. I think it is but fair 
that you should also give notice i n  all the newspapers 
of sour  appdovd of a scheme. As it was, you could 
only give notice in a local newspaper, but the amend- 
ment would make i t  possible to give notice in  all local 
newspapers. 

Thers  b h g  .no objectim, leave was granted the  
Lhol~O~d~%Ze member. 

Clause 34 was called and passed. 
Clause 35 was called and passed. 
Clause 36 was called and passed. 
Clause 37 was called and pussed. 
Clause 38 was called. I t  reads as follows:- 
38. (1) Where by this Act the Authority is 

authorised to acquire land or buildings or any inter- 
est therein, such acquisition may, subject to the pro- 
visions of this Act, be by  way of gift or may be effect- 
ed by private treaty or, subject to the provisions of this 
Act, be by way of gift or may be effected by private 
treaty or, subject to the provisions of this section, 
may be compulsorily acquired in  accordance with the 
rrovisions of the Land Acquisition Act, 1949. 

(2) Any land or building compulsorily ac- 
quired under the provisions of the Land Acquisiti~ii 
Act, 1949, for any of the purposes of this Act or of 
the Authority, shall be deemed to have been acquired 
for public purposes and all the provisions of such Act 
shall apply to such acquisition accordingly, except 
that the notifications referred to in sections three and 
five of such Act specify that such acquisition is being 
made pursuant to this section and in such case t h ~  
land and buildings so acquired shall vest absolutely 
in the Authority free from all estates, liens and 
encumbrances. 

(3) F'or the purposes of any such acquis~ 
tion of a building, references in the Land Acquisition 
Act, 1949 to land shall be construed as including 
references to buildings. 

39. (1) Any land or buildings, or any interest 
therein, within a slum clearance area or any part. 
thereof which is or are intended to  be acquired bv 
the Authority for the purposes of this Act may be 
acquired compulsorily a t  any time after the expira- 
tion of twenty-eight days from the first publication 
of the notice required by subsection (1) of section thir- I t y  of this Act. 

(2) I n  the case of land or buildings or any 
interest therein intended to  be acquired by the An- 
i t  shall be the duty of the Authority, within the ap- 
thority for the purposes of a re-development scheme 
propriate period specified in subsection (3) of this 
section, either to enter into agreements for the pur- 
chase of the same, or to decide, by  resolution, that 
the same shall be compulsorily acquired : 

Provided that this sub-section shall not apply to 
land or buildings in  respect of which the Authority 
have, within the appropriate period a s  aforesaid, 
made arrangements with other persons for securing 
the use of the land in accordance with a re-develop- 
ment scheme. 

(3) The appropriate period for the pur- 
poses of subsecticn (2) of this section shall bs-- 
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(a) in  the case of land shown in  the 
plan for the redevelopment scheme 
as intended for  the provision of 
houses for persons of the working 
classes, six months from the date 
of the first ~ublication of the notice 
required by subsection (1) of sec- 
tion thirty of this Act; 

( b j  I n  the case of other land in the re. 
development area, two years frolU 
that date and in either case such 
extended period as the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee may, on the 
application of the Authority, allow 
in respect of any land. 

Hon. M. E. COX : I beg to move that Clause 38 
lstand part. 

Hon. C. E .  TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I am wondering 

whether the time has not come for the Government 

Ir, 
t o  consider putting in this: the valuation of land t-, 
be in accordance with the Compulsory Acquisition of 
Land Act. I do not suppose that they could go be- 
yond that now, This method of valuing land as at 
present obtains needs some attention. The idea of 
cr~lling land owners who live in the same vicinity 
where a certain piece of land has to be valued and 
entrusting to them the reqponsibility of valuing some- 
'body else's land, is to me very unsatisfactory. I hope 
that at  some future time the Government will get an 
assessment of the value of sections of the land for 
various Purposes and do i t  over a period of Years. 
at least for the Purposes of the vestry rates. f 
understand that a valuation of the land should take 
place every (fdve years by the Vestries anld that Under 
the provisioiis of these Acts we could do it. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I agrke wit11 
the remarks of the honourable junior member for the 
City. The present of valuing land has al- 
ways been a 'bee in the bonnet' where the or 
aoquisition of land is concerned. I re$ard this one . 
of the mst unsatisfactorS adrangements in operation. 
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ell local newspapers a t  least once in  every week for a 
period of four weeks, and if any objection thereto is 
made to the Governor-in-Executive Committee befora 
the expiration of six weeks from the date of the first 
publication thereof, the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee shall consider such o'bjection before approving 
the order, and 'he may, if he thinks fit, cause a public 
tnquiry into the matter to be held. 

( 3 )  Any such order when approved shall bo 
published in the Official Gazette and shall take effect 
fx8om the date of such p~ublication or from the date 
specified i n  such order." 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, in  sub-clause 
2 of Clause 44, I am asking leave to derete the letter 
"a" occurring in  line three immediately before the 
t ' ~ r d  "local" and that the word ''d" be inserted in  
its place. The phrase should then read "in a.ll local 
newspapers ". 

There being no objection leawe was grmted .  
Mr. BARRO\iT : Mr. Chairman, I wonder if other 

members apart from tfie m~mbers  of the Government 
have scrutinized Clause 44. sub-clause 1 states:- 

"The Authority may, with the approval of the 
Governor-in-Executive Cosmittee, by order extin- 
guish any public right of way over any land acquired 
by bhe Authority in  accordance with the provisions 
of this Act." 

And sub-clause 2 says:- 
'Wotice of an  order intended to  be made under 

scb-section (1) or" this section shdl,  prior to such 
ppproval, be published in  the Official Gazette and in 
all local newspapers a t  least once in  every week for 
n period of four weeks, and if any objection thereto 
ir, made to the Go-jernor-in-Executive Committee be- 
fore the expiration me of six weeks from the date of 
the first pu'blication thereof. " 

Now, Mr. Chairman, that-is a very serious mat- 
ter ; because in you are giving the Author- 
ity power to deprive persons of their interest i n  
land ; and to deprive members of the public of their 
customary rights without any question of alternative 

The present improper method amouiits to this, sup- of way being provided or without compen- I posing a persol1 has a portion of land for sale, the sation for the loss of the use of the right of way is 
customary procedure is to summon a few neighbour a ver;y serious matter. 
ing land-owners, who map value it at, say', ten cents 4.25 p.m. 
per square foct. I f ,  on the follov-ing day, anv or That is a very serious matter. I am sure, Mr. 
all of those persons p:.oposed to sell their land, they Chairman, that there was a parcel of land in the par- 
might set the valuation at  any price above ten cents. ish rnqhich you have the honour to represent m d  when 
It is, therefme, for such reasons that 1 have alwava you acquired that land you acquired i t  on the under. 
thought that a more-up-to-date and satisfactory sys- standing that there was a right of way Continu. 
tem ought to be devised. cus thereto and probably appurtenant to the same 

I have in the past suggestecl that a G ~ v e ~ n m e n t  premises, in the lucid sense of the term, because it 
officer should go through the island for a period of would not be your own casement; but i t  waould be an 
about four or five Years and value the land. Of course, casement enjoyed by you along with, other land own- 
you will always meet with opposition to that by land ers or members of the in the same 
owners; but I feel that we should ignore s ~ w h  opposi-  hi^ clause is fiving the Housing Authority with the 
tion in  favour of devising a better method of valua- approval of the Governor-in-Executive Committee Dhe 
tion; because the present one is really toc unsatis- to deprive membeIs of the of factory. 

Often you hear people who have been appointed rights. That in  itself may not be a bad thing, that is 

t o  value land, saying: you have to give him so nzuch jn tihe interest of She community; but  surely one 

and so much, because the owner ~vould not sell for less. mould have exuected that some provision would have 

T h e  question that  Clause 38 stand part of f.60 been made either in this Clause or in  some subge- 

was p,,cf and resolyed the affirlltative withoat quent Clause of the Bill for alternative rights of way 

division. t o  be provided :or every one of which the public 

ClatLses 39 to 43 incllcsive were and passed. KaY have becorn? deprived. The situation may arise 
Clazcse 44 uTas called. I t  reads as follows:- in mihich property owners in a certain district may 
(1) ~h~ ~ ~ ~ t h ~ ~ i t ~  may, the of hxot have anv access to their own land after the 

the Governor-in-Executive Colnmittee, by order ex- TlO""" vested in the Board by Section 44 of this 
tinguish any public right-of-way ovel. any land ac- Bill have 'been exercised; ther  may be cooped up  i n  
ciuired by the Authority in accordailce with the pro an area with the Housing Authority 0Wning land 
visions of the Act. rll  roilnd without providing any entrance to or  exit 

(2) Koticr of an olider intended to be made un- from their premises. 
&r sub-section (1) of this section shall, prior to such I am not in  favour of supporting Clause 44 as 
zpproval, be published in  the Official Gazette and in it stands. AS a matter of fact i t  is against the es- 
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tablished constitutional principles in democratic 
countries for persons to be deprived of their rights 
without compensation. In other words Clause 44 
is a Clawe which is the thin edge of the wedge of 
expropriation of property rights and interest, be- 
cause there is absolutely no provision made for com- 
pensation or alternative provision when the public 1:; 
deprived of the use of a right of way. I am sorry 
that I have to  repeat my objection, but I consider 
this matter to be most important. To the best of 
my recollection no Bill can pass this House according 
to the Letters Patent of this Colony which tends to 
expropriate land from citizens of this colony or other 
property owners in this colony. Such a Bill would 
be obnoxious to the principles of democratic Gov- 
ernment; and here is this Government in  Clause 44 
of this Rill depriving members of the public (whom 
they always advertise themselves as being so ready 
and anxious to assist and help,) of basic rights. A 
right of way is an  interest which is attached to the 
ownership of land; and it is an interest which eaah 
and every member of the public who is entitled to 
use a right of way is supposed to enjoy without r\nl 
let or hindrance. 

These wide and general powers are given to the 
Housing Authority by the first Clause of Part  V111 
of this Bill which is Clause 44. Of course I would 
not be surprised if some member of the Government 
were to get up and say: "Of course we would not 
extinguish a right of way over land without pro- 
viding an  alternative right of way", but that is not 
iu  this Bill; and they $0 not have to provide any al- 
ternative right of way according to Clause 44 of the 
Bill. As  I said before (if such a suggestion hod 
been made in a Bill brought forward by the late 
Government of British Guiana, not the Government 
of that Colony which actually passed such a Clause 
~ n d e r  Section 39 of their Act but by the last elected 
Government in British Guiana,) I am sure that that 
would have been advanced as one of the reasons why 
the Constitution was taken away. 
4.35 p.m. 

I am positive about that because when one looks 
a t  the other reasons advanced for the defalcation of 
the constitutional rights from the people of British 
Guiana, one finds reasons which are fa r  less sound 
than the Clause in this Bill, including ex-appropria- 
tion. It is very difficult Mr. Ohairman, not t o  refer to 
British Guiana when dealing with this Bill because 
the whole of this Bill is drafted on a similar Bill of 
British Guiana; and this Clause is in  parvi mia;tevka 
with Section 39 of the British Guiana O~dinance of 
3 3 6 .  So the analogy which I have drawn to the situ- 
ation in  trhat colony, I am submitting, is not out of 
place since we have modelled the whole of this Bill 
on that  of British Guiana. You are obliged to see 
tbat there is a lot of substance in  what I have said. 

Sir, i t  is unfortunate that we have thought of in- 
curring what I would call the mrst aspects of the 
British Czliaiua Bill. As I have said, I am not 
going to vote for Clause 44 as it stands; 'because it is 
the thin edge of the wedge of expropriation. I am 
therefore inviting the Hon. Minister of Housing 
e5ther to defer or postpone the Clause so that they can 
take it back to the Legal Draughtsman and so that 
they can look up the Letters Patent on which our 
Constitution is derived ; and I am sure when they do 
that, they will see that this particular Clause is en. 
t i r e l ~  obnoxious with our Constitution. 

Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Chairman, I must agree 
with the two speakers who (have spoken on this Clause. 
I too am very unhappy about it as i t  stands and I am 
in agreement that it should 'b'e deferred for further 
consideration. It is normally known trhat i n  Barbados 

people sell off estate lands, but  not the whole portion 
of ~ t ,  hoping that i n  future years they would ae 111 a 
position to develop what they left unsold and in  so 
doing, bhey reserve certain rights of way to certain 
public roads. It may be a very narrow strip which 
they retain. If  Government requires some land ad- 
jacent to that strip (and that is what this Clause 
means as i t  now stands) bhe only thing which Govern- 
ment has to do is to give six weeks' notice by putting 
an advertisement in  a local newspaper for  the first 
four weeks and if there is any objection, the Govern- 
or-in-Executive Committee shall consider such objec- 
tion before approving the Order, and he may if he 
thinks fit cause a public enquiry into the matter to 
1:e held. But that is if he thinks fit. How do we know 
~vlhat the Executive Committee may have at  that time 
and how they may take it. They may look a t  the es- 
tate to be developed as something which @hey are not 
interested in and that will mean that the party con- 
ccrned would have to look for some other means to 
develop i t  or will have to sell i t  out. 

I am very unhappy about this Clause ; and as the 
honourable senior member for St. George has moved 
an amendment bhat the Clause be deferred or post- 
poned for further consideration, I will not vote for it 
unless the Hon. Minister for Housing can give us some 
further explanation. Sir, I am going to second the 
motion by the honourable senior member for St. 
George that this Clause be postponed and for the 
reasons that have 'been given. I think in fairness to 
the Committee, since this matter is drawn to  the 
Minister's attention for trhe first time, that he should 
take it back to the Legal Draughtsman so as  t o  see 
what is the reason for this Clause; and if there is a 
leason why you want i t  you should give greater safe- 
guards so that the person affected would be absle t o  
~ p p e a l  to somebody other than the person giving the 
Order. For  tlhose reasons, sir, I second the motion 

l for the postponement of this Clause for further con- 
sideration. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I would like 
to say that the hon. senior member for St. George 
never made anv motion a t  all. 

Mr. BARROW: I rise on a point of Order, Mr. 
Chairman. I made the motion that Clause 44 b. 
postponed for further consideration. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : No ! No ! ; You suggested it. 
Mr. BARROW: If that is so, Mr. Chairman, 

I beg to move that Clause 44 be postponed for fur- 
ther consideration. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I would like to  say that 
some people would like to postpone it forever. Now, 
what is the position as regards this Clause? It reads 
as follows :- 

44. ( l )  The Authority may, with the approval 
of the Governor-in-Executive Committee, by order 
extinguish any public right of way over any land ac- 
quired by the Authority in  accordance with the pro- 
visions of this Act. 

(2) Notice of a n  order intended to be made 
under subsection (1) of this section shall, prior to 
such approval, be published i n  the Official Gazette 
and in a local newspaper a t  least once in  every week 
for a period of four weeks, and if any objection there- 
to is made to the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
before the expiration of six weeks from the date of 
the first publication thereof, the Governor-in-Esecu- 
tive Committee shall consider such objection be- 
fore approving the order, and he may if he thinks 
fit cause a public enquiry into the matter to be held. 

(3) Any such order when approved shall be 
published in  the Official Gazette and shall take effect 
from the date of such publication or  from the date 
specified i n  such order." 
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Anyone who has been following this Rill and not 
merely trying to waste time would have seen $11.. 
Chairman, that these Clauses apply to a Town and 
Country Planning Bill. I said when I was intro- 
ducing the Bill that there were Clauses which were 
put  into the Bill for the purpose of convenience at  
this stage in view of the fact that the Town and 
Country Planning Bill was not yet ready, and so 
that you may vest in the Housing Authority the 
right for orderly progressive development so far  as 
h o u s  is concerned. I also pointed out that these 
Clauses would take the place of the Town and Coun- 
t ry Planning Bill until that Bill is passed. 

The hon. senior member for St. George said, and 
rightly so, that there is no power vested in the Letters 
Patent where the Governor can expropriate without 
compensation or pa,yment for the property of any- 
one; but I further said that these Clauses do not 
give authority to the Governor-in-Executive Coiil- 
mittee to take away that right from those peopb> 
without compensation. What is compensation in this 

I. 
case P 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I did not ex- 
pect the Hon. Minister for Housing to understand 
what I was saying, but I would have expected that 
the Hon. Minister for Agriculture who seemed to 
have been instructing him to have given him better 
instructions as to what I said. There is a difference 
between a private right of way and a public right 01 
way. 
4.45 p.m. 

Won. M. E. COX: I do not want any explana- 
tion Mr. Chairman from the hon. senior member for 
St. George. He has not risen on any point of Order. 

nlr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, this is what I 
was trying to point out to the hon. member who s a d  
that the case is explanatory when they make an ex- 
tension to any right of way. To that point I said 
that alternative rights should be provided; and n,) 
power is in  this Bill, specific or otherwise, to pro- 
vide alternative rights. Then I went on to say that 
with compensation the situation is as  exactly anala- 
gous as if i t  were a right of way; on the one side 
compensation and on the other side alternative rights 
must be provided. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, where does 
compensation come into this? If you have a right to 
pass over a man's land and that man sells to somebody 
else, where does compensation come i n ?  But he has 
caught himself after hinting i t  to the hon. member 
on my right. The hon. member will therefore see that 
YOU cannot expect the Authority to take swap rights 
of way from people without pro~riding them with 
alternative rights. He heard me say: how can pou- 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I object to the 
member saying that I heard him saying anything. I 
am still pointing out that there is no provision for 
any right of way. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: Mr. Chairman, I have al- 
ready characterised him. Nothing he says worries 
me. He just can't help being nasty. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I am object 
ing to the hon. member's use of unparliamentary 
language about me. You ask him a simple ques- 
tion on a simple point which is in the Letters Patent- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You are objecting and yet 
you would not allow me to rule. 

Hon. M. E. COX: This section says in effect 
thatr if the Authority buys property over which there 
is a public ri&t of way as distinct from a private 
right of way and i t  is found necessary by the Au- 
thority to extinguish that right of way, if any of the 
persons concerned with the sale of land should ob- 

ject to the extinguishment of that right of way then 
those persons are entitled to a right of appeal to the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee. Such a circum- 
stance is likely to arise in cases where from a plan- 
ning point of view you are bound to close that right 
of way in order to give the proper effect to your as- 
rangements. Can you imagine closing this road 
and not providing an  alternative right of may for 
the people affected by the extinguishment. 

Now sir, the honourable junior member for  
Christ Church may not have read this Bill. If he 
has a suggestion to offer he should not get up  and 
say postpone the matter without offering some sug- 
gestion which might be considered reasonable an? 
workable. If he merely keeps say3g  postpond, 
postpone, that means that you may postpone for ten 
years. My argument is that the honourable membe~ 
should say what he thinks is reasonable. 

What T ~ o ~ l d  the Executive Committee be in this 
rase, if a n  alternative accommodation was not pro. 
vided for in  this Bill by the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee. Furthermore the honourable senior 
member for  St. George, more often than ever, is 
absent when these matters are being discussed. 

Mr. BARROMT: Mr. Chairman, absent from 
where? From his private lessons. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: What are you rising on? 
Mr. BARROW: I am objecting to the remarks 

by the senior member for St. Michael. Absent from 
where? His rum-shop or the Executive Commit. 
tee; because I am not on it. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I was say- 
ing that if he had stopped to think he would have 
k n o ~ r n  that not long ago, about a month or so we 
passed a Crown Proceedings bi l l  in this House, 
~vhich is the law of th:. land today. Under the 
provisions of this Bill anybody can sue the Gov- 
ernment just as they ~vould an ordinary individual 
Such a Bill having been passed in  this House it 
places the Government in a similar position to the 
p r i ~ a t e  individual; as much as to say that  if a 
body such as the Housing Authority mentioned in 
the Kill non- before us should close a public right 
of way, ~vithout I suppose providing an alterna- 
tive, the Government can be taken to court. But 
could anyone imagine the Government not provid- 
ing an  alternative in such circumstances. 

NOTIT the honourable member comes in here and 
in his speech tries to give on(& the impression that 
when you appeal to the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee you only appeal to a hard-hearted Execu- 
tive Committee and that 'is the end of the matter. 

Nr. BARRO'CT : He is making a fool of himself. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: Anyhow do not take him 

seriously. 
Hm. M. E .  COX: I was saying Mr. Chairman, 

that the individual can bring a case before the court 
against the Government just as if the Government 
was a private individual; but as I said before, this 
Clause deals with a public right of way and not a 
private right of way; [VOICES : You make i t  worst.] 
end this right of way is supposed to pass over the 
land which this Authority will buy. Therefore, it 
will be readily seen that the pnhlic is given protection 
from many angles. 

I will repeat that it may be necessary to close a 
road in order to have your area developed properly; 
and if you have to close that road you are to find a n  
alternative. Listen to what subclause (2) says:- 

"Notice of an order intended to be made under 
subsection (1) of this section shall, prior to such 
approval, be published in the Official Gazette and in 
all local newspapers a t  least once in every week for 
a period of four weeks, and if any objection thereto 



1122 
I -- - - - -. -- - p- 

HOUSE 

i< made to the Governor-in-Executive Committee be- 
fore the expiration of six weeks from the date of the 
fist publication thereof, the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee shall consider such objection before ap- 
proving the order, and he may if he thinks fit camc. 
a public enquiry into the matter to be held." 

From that 1 gather that the Governor-in-Execu- 
Live Conlmittee goes into i t  before the Order is ap- 
proved; not that the Authority can put up m Order 
and the Order is approved as soon as the Authority 
puts i t  up. The Governor-in-Executive Committee 
goes into i t  before th: Order is put up. It has been 
assulned that the G~vernoi--in-Executive is nothing 
but a machine; but when people who have a right 
to appeal to the Goveraor-in-Executive; Committee 
do so they will find that the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee is comprised of human beings who act as 
human beings and not as machines as some people 
would have the public believe. I n  the light of all 
that I have just said the question of compensation 
raised by the honourable senior member for St. 
George does not arise. This is not a question of 
taking away anything from anybody. The right to 
pass over a public right of way which niight be found 
necessary to be extinguished in order that a certain 
plan might be carried out in an  ordinary way. If 
this is done there can be no harm whatsoever. 
4.55 p.m. 

Mr. BARROW: It is very regrettable, as I said 
before, that a more competent person like the Min- 
ister of Agriculture, b n d s  and F'isheries had not 
given the House the benefit of his feelings on the 
observations which were made by myself and the 
honourable member for Christ Church. If I were 
the type of person like the honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph, the ridicule and contempt with which 
I would treat the honourable senior member for St. 
RIichael would annihilate him I am sure. I am com- 
pletely sympathetic with the honourable member: 
[Hon. M. E. COX: I do not thank you a t  a1l.j 
I would like to ask him under which law can a mem- 
ber of the public who has been enjoying a pub110 
right which is not exceeding any statutory authority 
go to the Law Courts under the Crown Proceedings 
Act. I should like to know that. Again I must 
point out to the honourable member that public 
rights are rights which are enjoyed by all. I t  should 
be stated, in the Bill just what alternative will bt. 
provided in this case; and the Bill should vest in the 
hands .of the Housing Board the Authority to provide 
alternative rights. If the Hon. Minister cannot grasp 
that without any further simplification of the problem. 
then I am afraid I am not capable of degeneratinc 
to any lower plain than that. It is a fundamental 
constitutional privilege that no member of the public 
should be deprived of rights which he has been ell- 
joying; eyen though it might be in the interest of 
the public to deprive him of those rights. You should 
be prepared to provide him something by which he 
can enjoy his right to pass (without any undue in- 
fringement or interference) which he has hitherto 
enjoyed. The mere fact that the honourable senio:. 
member for St. Michael considers himself and his 
colleagues to be men of goodwill does not impress 
itself on the minds of those  member^ who know 
constitutional principles to be higher than the self 
esteem of the honourable senior member for Sc. 
RIichael. They seem to feel thai in some way or 
the other the Almighty has given them the right tr, 

keep the people of this island in  perpetuity in the) 
sorry state in which they now find themselves. They 
feel that any statute law, no matter how i t  affects 
the rights of the public, must be based on assump- 
tions acceptable to themselves and not to anybody 

else. I cannot assume that in  any one man or  group 
oi men all the goodwill and omniscience in  the world 
Us been bestowed. These are assumptions which 
are undeniable especially in  the light of the existing 
situation in this island of Barbados. 

I hope that when this Bill goes to the Other 
Place we will enjoy the spectacle of the honourable 
senior member for St. Michael eating his w o r d  
when he has to accept some modification of Clauw 
4 4  of this present Bill- 

I t  is not for rhe honourable junibr member for 
Christ Church or for  me to do the drafting which 
the people of Barbados Pay four or five legally- 
trained persons to do. We have already indicated 
the lines along which we think any amendment tt, 
this Clause should proceed and i t  would be rather 
fatuous to suggest that the same persons who have 
advanced the basis of the amendment should furthcr 
&lay a s  a minority the passage of this Clause or the 
Bill, by saying that i t  is unacceptable. Such mental 
gymnastics are only exhibited by members on that 
side of the table; certainly iiot by the honourable 
junior member Christ Church or myself. I t  may 
be that if the colleagues of the honourable senior 
member for St. Michael who have a more ~ ro found  
understanding of the implications of this Clause than 
he has, will support the principle of drawing him 
aside and giving him more detailed instructions; 
perhaps we will see a change in his attitude. There- 
fore I am remaining firm on the motion which 1 
have made, namely, that the further consideration 
of this Clause be postponed. 

Mr. G O D D A m  : How often have we been told 
in this House by members of the  government that 
for us to stand here and make up amendments in 
this way is making bad law? Rut when it suits t h m ,  
they say: "Make the amendments now." As the 
hlonourable senior member for St. George has a d ,  
i t  is the business of the Crown Law Officers t o  loot 
after the drafting of Bills. This Clause has beell 
drafted on the model from British Guiana, which i+ 
a big territory; but  there are so many small holdera 
in Barbados that the Hon. Minister would be sur- 
prised to know how much opposition he would get 
from land holders of all classes. We have expressed 
our opinion here, and if the further consideration 
of this Clause is not postponed for  re-consideration, 
i t  probably will be done in the Other Place. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I think that some con- 
fusion has arisen in the minds of certain honour- 
able members as to this question of private rights 
of way as distinct from public rights of way. h to 
public rights of way, the question of cornpernation 
does not arise; men of the calibre of the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee will be expected in the 
normal course of events to provide alternative public 
rights of way. I am afraid that honourable mem. 
hers have given the impression that private rights 
of way lead to private people's houses. 

Mr. BARsROW: On a point of Order. H o \ ~  
can the honourable =,ember suggest I gave that 
impression? 

HON. C. E. TALMA : Mr. Chairman, this is a 
public right of way which runs over land acquired 

the Housing Authority. The question of prip*~te 
individuals does not aasise. What arises is beause 
a competent authority such as this Housing Author- 
i ty and the Governor-in-Executive Committee may 
have the right of appeal to be made, we provide the 
alternative of a public highway. I do not see how 
apprehension should have arisen in  the minds of help 
members. The only point which has been argued as has 
been resolved is that this is a public highway; the 
question of ex-appropriation does not arise and no 
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Government would exappropriate people's property 
without compensation. 'I'lhat point having been with- 
drawn, it is omy a question of alternative right to 
the same place which would be done by them by public 
provision as is done a t  present, and which has always 
been done in the past by members who comprise the 
Authority and 'by members who comprise the Govern- 
or-in-Executive Committee. 

T k e  questiom that Clause 44 be postponed for 
Ywrther oomside~atiorz, was p t  and resolved im the 
negative, the  Commzittee dividthg as follows :- 

A y e s :  Mr. BARROW, Mr. IJEWIS, and Mr. &D- 

DARD.-3. 
Noes: Hon. G. 11. ADARZS, Hon. M. E. COX. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA, Hon. Dr. C U M M I N S ,  Mr. BRYAN, 
Mr. J. C .  MOT-, Mr. VAU~HAN and Mr. MILLER 
-8. 

T h e  question that  Clause 44 a.s amended stand 
part of the Bill was then p ~ t  a$md resolved 6n the  
affirmative withotct divisiom. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMXINS: Mr. Chairman, I beg 
to move that you do report progress and ask for 
leave for  the Committee to sit again. 

Mr. LEWIS : I beg to second that. 
T,&e q u e s t i m  was put and resolved in, the  

a f f i m t i v e  on  the  ,declaratim of N r .  Chairman. '(i 
thi& the "Ayes" have it." 

M'r. Chairman reported to Mr. Speaker who  re- 
sumed the  Chair and reported accordingly? 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that this 
I-Touse do now adjourn for half an hour. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
T h e  question, was p~ t  and resolved in the affirm- 

ative withorct division and Mr. Speaker ndjotcrlzed 
the Hmcse accordingly. 
5.17 p.m. 

HOUSING BILL--Conf'd,. 

On  re-assembling. 
Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment the Hous;: 

m in Committee on the Bill intituled an Act to 
make provision with respect to the Housing of per- 
sons of the working classes and other classes and 
for the purposes connected therewith. 

Mr. 8PEAKER le f t  the Chair umd the  House 
w e d  th to  CummMtee, Mr. XMITH being in the  
Chmir. 

C W e  45 was called. I t  reads as fal1ows:- 
"Any person authorised by the Authority OP 

the Governor-in-Executive Committee in writing 
(which shall state the purpose or purposes for which 
the entry is authorised) may a t  all reasonable times, 
on giving twenty-four hours' notice to the occupier, 
and to the owner is known, of his intention, enter 
any house, premises or buildings for the purpose of 
inspecting the same and in particular- 

(a) for the purpose of survey and examination, 
where i t  appears to the Authority or the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee that sur- 
vey or examination is necessary in  order to 
determine whether any powers under this 
Act should be exercised in respect of the 
house, premises or building; and 

(b) for the purpose of survey and examinatio~i 
in  the case of a house in  respect of which 
a notice requiring the execution of work.; 
has been served, o r  a demolition order or a 
clearance order has been made; or 

'c) for the purpose of survey or valuation i i ~  
the case of houses, premises or buildings 

which the Authority are authorised to ac- 
quire under this Act. " 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I beg to 
move that Clause 45 stand part. 

Hon. C. E .  TALMA: I beg to secvnd that. 
Mr. J. C. MOTTLIEY: Mr. Chairman, in  claus? 

45 line six, don't you think the Clause should be 
amended by the insertion of the word "to" immedi- 
ately after " intention" and before "enter?" 

Hon. M. E. COX: No. It is right. I think Mr 
Chairman, the hon. member has misread the Clause. 

T h e  question that Clause 45 stand park o f ' t h e  
Bill was put and resolved in t he  a f f i d i u e  m'thout 
division. 

Chuses  4 6 4 7  inclusive were caJled and passed. 
Clause 48 was called. I t  reads as fo1laws:- 
48. (1) The Authority shall, in rela,tion to the 

letting of houses, observe the requirements specified 
in the following provisions of this section. 

(2) The Authority shall, in the selection 
of tenants of houses to be occupied by persons of the 
working classes, give preference to persons- 

(a) who are occupying insanitary or 
overcrowded houses, or 

(b) who have large families, or 
(c) who are living under unsatisfactory 

housing conditions- 
except in  so far  as the demand for housing accommo 
dation in  any area on the par t  of such persons car1 
be satisfied without such preference being given. 

(3) The Authority shall, in  the fixing of 
rents, take into consideration the rents ordinarily 
payable by persons of the working classes in  the 
locality : 

Provided "that the Authority may, subject to 
such terms and conditions as the Authority may 
think fit, grant to any tenant from time to time such 
rebates from rent as the Authority may consider 
just and proper. " 

(4) The Authority shall from time to time, 
review the rents fixed, and the rebates from rent 
granted under subsection (3) of this section, and 
shall Prom time to time make such changes of rents 
generally, of particular rents, or rebates as circum- 
stances may require. 

(51) The Authority shall make it a term of 
every letting, and i t  shall be a term of every letting, 
that the tenant shall not assign, sub-let or othemise 
part with the possession of the premises or any part 
thereof except with the consent in  writing of the 
Authority, and the Authority shall not give such 
consent unless i t  is shown to its satisfaction that 
no payment other than a payment which is in  its 
opinion reasonable has been, or  is to be, received 
by the tenant in  consideration of the assignment, 
sub-letting or other transaction. 

(6) Subject to the provisions of subsectiou 
( 5 )  of this section, the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee may from time to time issue directions to the 
Authority as to the terms and conditions which are 
to be implied in any lettings under this section, ancl 
a copy of such directions shall be delivered by the 
Authority to every tenant concerned. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Clause 48 
stand part. 

Hon. C. E. TALlMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, in reference to 

slib-clause 3, I suppose that some general method of 
arriving a t  the value of the houses in order to fix 
the rent has been devised. If the Housing Authority 
is going to be guided by the rents ordinarily tabled 
by persons of the working classes they are going to 
be misled. We have no rent authority i n  Barbados. 

A The very necessity for this Bill implies that the 



demmd for housing must be greater than the supply 
which, is largely responsible for the upward tendency 
of house rents generally. If therefore the Author~ty 
in fixing the rents are going to "Take into considera- 
tion the rents ordinarily tabled by persons of the 
working classes in the locality" as stated in sub- 
section three of this section, then they may find that 
they are actually basing their rents on nothing less 
.than the demands of extortionate landlords. I think 
that the Authority should arrive at  some rental 
value of their places. 

The in this Clause states:- 
"that the Authority may, subject to such terms 

and conditions as the Authority may think fit, grant 
to any tenant from time to time such rebates from 
rent, as the Authority may consider just and proper.' 

I think, Mr. Chairman, that the qmditions under 
which these rebates are to be given should be mention- 
ed i n  this proviso. I do not favour the idea of graut- 
ing to tenants. It seems to me that i t  would 
be better for the Authority to pursue the policy of 
altering the rents. Giving a rebate may cause trou- 
ble in your own housing schemes. The principle 1s 
inclined to be unsatisfactory and I think that the 
Authority should have a method of determinillg their 
own rents. 

N ~ ~ ,  ~ i . .  Chairman, I should like the ITinister 
of Communications to help me with sub-clause five. 
I should lige him to explain to me why i t  is proposed 
to make subletting permissible. I see no reason why 
you should allow tenants to sublet. 

~h~~~ Housing Schemes are going to make 
labour somewhat fixed. A man, for instance, having 
acquired house in st. Philip would be unable to go 
into s t .  ~~~~~h to work. From his vast experiencs 
on the ~~~~i~~ ~~~~d the Hon. Minister should be 
able to help me as to what for instance, are the cir- 
cumstances for people in  cases of sublettiW5 

M. E. COX : Mr. Chairman, subletting taker 
place in  extraordinary CiImmstanceS. That is, you 
may have a family O ~ ~ U P Y ~ W  a place .and of the 
family may leave the island or they may die; 
there may be cases in which they might want some 
one else to live with them. The hen. member will see 
that protection against exploitation is also given 
to the person who desires to get a room with the 
rroper o m e r  so to speak. I have known of a 
few cases, particularly in  our housing set-up where 
there were reports about subletting and the extrava- 
gant charges by the person to  whom the house was 
oripinally let. Except in  extraordinary cases I 

hate to know that there would be any sublet- 
tjng a,t all. Fhrthermore subletting can only be 
done with the consent of the Board. The Board 
would have to know all about the individual who 
wants to share the House, and the Board would 
have to go into i t  in  order to see whether or not that 
was reasonable. Beyond the fact that there may 
be a few old persons who might like to pay a few 
shillings to share a room, there would be no sub-let- 
t ing to premises as a general rule. 

Hon. Q. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairmall, the Hon. 
Minister's explanation should be sufficient to answer 
the question raised by the hone junior member for tha 
city. 

Somebody Once went On an Emigration 
to the United States and without! telling the Housing 
Board anything of it. allowed some relatives who 
were not hard u p  to make use of the premises thus va 
eated. Then the Housing l3oa1-d discovered that 
there should have been an  enquiry into the position. 

  he Minister of Social services has had the ad- 
vantage of being taken around with me to about six 
o r  seven Housing Schemes in America. During the 

time I was there I received a great deal of literature 
Housing. 

I n  some of New York Housing Authority Schemes 
there are houses of different rental values; and there 
is a system whereby a man is placed i n  a house ac- 
cording to the extent of his income. If a man bap- 
pens to occupy a house at  a certain rental value, and 
he should obtain a better paying job, he is automati- 
cally moved into a better house where he has to pay a 
higher rent. We could not work that here even under 
the present law. I mentioned i t  because I had put 
it up to the Hon. Minister of Communications and 
Housing, and i t  may be that other hon. members might 
wish to express an opinion as to whether they feel that 
fixing rents according to a man's income might be the 
Proper way to settle the question. 

Personally, 1 do ~ o t  like the idea. Consider the 
case of a man who has been living in the Bay Land 
Housing Scheme for a number of years on a small 
income. Then as soon as his income is increased, you 
force him to vacate the place which he occupied in 
the Bay Land i n  favour of one a t  the Pine. That is 
something which I do not approve and which I do 
not think the average Barbadian would take to 
easily. 

Hon. Al. E, COX: I would also like to tell the 
IIouse that even i11 fixing the repayments so far  
the Public Officers' Housing Loans are concerned, 
that is between 15% and 20% of salary as repayment 
I n  this Clause a similar thing will be done; we wil4 
not take nqre thaa 15% or 20% of a man's salary 
either in or repayment. 

Mr. LEWIS: While I imagine the difficulties 
  hi eh Can arise, I l ~ o u l d  deplore the fact that a sys- 
tem would evolve to prevent a man from selling hjq 
I P ~ O U ~  in the highest lnarliet. If somebody remains 
at  Your house he need not take over the authority 
pay rent. I see that sub-clause 6 relates to sub-cla.use 
E and it says : 

"Subject to the provisions of sub-sectioll (5) of 
this Section, the GoT~ernor-in-Executive C o m ~ t t e e  
may from time to time issue'direetions to the Author& 
ty a s  to the terms and the conditions which are to be 
implied in any lettings under this Section, a d  a 
c o w  of such directions shall be delivered by the Au- 
thority to every tenant concerned." 

That sax-ours of interTerence there. The Hous- 
ing Authority should be the people who would know 
nlost of the coilditioiis under which they can let 
houses. The Minister's policy will have to be car- 
ried out by the Authority; that is what I would ex- 
pect. 

The question tlznt Olazue 48 stand part of the 
Bill was ~t ~d resolved h the affirmathe 
division- 

Clatbses 49 to  53 inclusive were called and passed. 
Clause 54 uws called, 
Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, before moving 

that Clause 54 stand part of the Bill, I should like 
to ask Permission to delete the words "ten shillings2' 
 ring in line three of sub-clause 1 and sub- 
stitute therefor the words "five dollars". This Clause 
"as copied from the Act of 1936; and as you know 
in those days the rents were IOW as mmpared with 

are The amount of five dollars 
~vould be more adequate now-a-days. 

Mr. ALLDER: I should like the honourable 
member to state for what kind of house this charge 
lrill be made. 

M. E. COX: ~b~~ is a question of 
control. ~t says this : any contract, whether 
made before or after the passing of this Act, for let 
t ~ n g  for habitation a dwellin,g-house a t  a rental not 
txeeeding ten shillings per week, there not- 
~ A t h s t a n d i ~  any stipulation to the conthry, be an  
implied condition that  the house is a t  the commencp- 
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horwura;ble m e i b e r .  " 
" 

l is hereby declared to be a municipal City and the 
&fr. Chairman, I am also aslcing leave to anlend inhabitants thereof a body corporate ljearing the name 

in clause 2 the definition "Judge means the Chief of "Mayor, Aldermen and citizens of the City of 

loent of the tenancy and a.n undertaking that th,: 
house will be kept by the landlord during the ten- 
ancy, in all respects reasonably fit for human habi- 

h t ation. ' ' 
Of course, this applies to any house, whether of 

wood or wall which comes to the value of five dollars 
a week, or a t  least not exceecliiig five dollars a week 

LW, LEVCTIS : I s  this provision for the Purtpo* 01 
any house, or for those honses under the jurisdiction 
of the Authority P 

Hon. M. E. COX : Any house under the juridic- 
tion of the Housing Authority. 

being leave was grcvlzted 
Hon. ~Uinistcrj t o  make the m e n d m e n t ,  

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Clause 54 
as amended stand part of the Bill. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
T h e  question that Clause 54 as amended stand 

C part o f  the  Bill was put  and resolved in, the affirms- 
tive w i t l~ou t  division. 

1 6.05 p.m. 
ClalGse 55 was ~t reads as follows :- 
5 (1) ~h~ income of the ~ ~ t h ~ ~ i t ~  shall be 

2, ' 
exempt from income tax and trade tax. 

(2) For  the purposes of rating by any L O C A ~  

Body the property of the Authority shall be deemed , 
to be the prbperty of the Executive Committee. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I bag to move that Clause 55 
stand part. 

Hon. C. E. 'TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Nr .  LEWIS:  With respect to sub-Clause (L!), 

Sir, I have been wondering if I can get chelap law 1 
I see that this ,4uthority is specifkally exempted f r ~ m  
'taxation. As we can see from the figures of tkc 
Natural Gas Corporation i t  pays income tax, I am 
.vronqering if i t  should not be the same thiag wit% 
this Housing Authority. I know that a t  one, time tht. 
Government Savings Bank paid income tax and I 
know that the Natuml Gas Corporation is virtually 
the Executive Committee, becanse that Corporation 
does nothing unless with the authority of the Execu- 
tjve Committee. I 

1 ,Justice" etc. to read: "Judge means the Chief Judge 
(which term includes) Chief Justice or Puisne 
~ u d g e , '  etc. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman, khere was a great 
deal of debate on the definitiom which I did not 
understand. I wonder if anything h a  'been done 
&hut the definition of I carnot, say 1 under- 
stalld it. Since i t  has taken up  a great deal of the 
time of tile debate, I am rn;onderillg if any amend- 
ment was made. 

Hon. 8. H. ADAMS: Mr Chairman, if the hon, 
Meiilber does not mind intervening, the answer 
is that there is no necessity, A layman reading that  
dehi t ion  ~ o u l d  gather the meaning as well as a law 
yer. As you will see the definitioll of ' 4 r o a d ~ ,  

"road" iiieans any road whether public or private. 
1 will repeat, the simple test is this: anything that 
i"lOt a public road is a private road' 

31r. LEWIS:  Jfr. Clhairman, i n  this definition 
of "road" I think that what hon. members were try- 
ing to get at, as f a r  8s 1 Can remember, was that YOU 

shonld 'be able to do as you like with any private 
road. I am saying trbat if y o ~ ~  give a definition of 
"road" and then say that you call do as you like 
n i tb  it7 the11 I do not understand- 

Hon. G. H. AD1AMS: Mr. Chairman, i t  is only a 
definition. The Bill in  a section lower down, would no+ 
give the right to interfere with a private road. All 
the definition means is that "road" means anything 
from "street" down to "alley" and back to "high- 
nay." Inside here is a road; trhe passage in this Pub- 
lic Building yard is a road; the Act says so. 

The Act says: "road" means any road whether 
public or private and includes any street, square, 
court, alley, land bridge, footway, bridle path, p m  
sage or highway, whether thoroughfare or not;" 

The Authority cannot go and dig up  a person's 
gap for instance, except by virtue of the provisions 
of the Highways Act, where i t  is lawful to swtap 
c,mpenmtion and take off piece of a manys road.  hi^ 
interpretation clause does not give any right to inter- 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: If the honourable member fere with a private road. 
would mind my referring to cheap law, it is that i Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that clause 2 as 
!the theory has grown up that you do not tax the amended stand part. 
Crown. An industrial corporation is not the Crown. 
What the honoucable member referred to is a statu- 
tory body run by the Corporation; therefore that 
Corporation pays taxes. It is dSerent  from the Water 
worlrs Department which is a Government c0ncel.n. 
they do not have to p@y taxes. Neither does the Fire 
Brigade pay taxes although it occupies its own b d d -  
ing inasmuch as the property is owned the Crown 
But  as soon as you create a Statutory Body, it will 

b have to pay taxes if you do not exempt that 
T h e  qzrestim that Clause 55 stand part of the  

Bill was put and relsolved in, tlze aff irmative &thou+ 
divkion. 

W 'louses 569 57 rmd 58 were cazzed and 
T h e  Pirst  ScFLedzcZe was called w d  passed. 
T h e  Secomd 8ohadule was caBled and passed. 
Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I am suggest- % ing that we now reve& to Section Z 
There being no ~b jec t ion ,  leave was granted. 

M. E. COX: w i t h  regard to this definition 
clause, there was the question of whether i t  should be 
the word "building" or "dwelling". I am asking 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to  second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Chairman, I am drawing the 

attention of the Committee to the words "hr> 
Atayor and the city of Council of Bridgetownu 
the defil~jtioll of "Local Bodyv of Clause 2 of this 
Bill. did not debate i t  it is written in the hocal 
Government Act. In that i t  more smoothly, 
and I do not underjtand whether they have deeid- 
ed to leave the definition of ' c ~ ~ ~ ~ l  ~ ~ d ~ 7 7  as it is 
written in  the Bill now before us. The Local G-ov- 
ement ~~t does say something about the 6 'city 
~~~~~~i~~ as distillet from a 'cDistrict I 
lam merely reminding hon. members that the ques- 
tion being considered in Committee when last wr 
met, and I am not aware that my decision was 
reached. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: If you look a t  the "Maude 
Bill" (the Local Government Act, 1955) you will see 
t l ~ i s ;  "D'uring his term of office, the Mayor shall 
c~nt inue  to be a member of the ci ty ~ouncil, '\tc. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Something like that was brought 
leave to amend the definition clause of the word 
"building" by deleting the word "house7' occurring 
in line one, and in the definition clause of the word 
''dwelling" to delete the wopd "buildingM and sub- 
stitute therefor the word "dwelling". 

There b e h  nn, obiectiom. leawe was granted the  

UP when the question was 1st debated, but I would 
much prefer to see the "City Council. " The defini- 
tion in this Bill says: "the Lord Mayor and City 
Council for Bridgetom ". Well, that is alright ; but- 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I n  the definition of the 
"Maude Bill" it is stated: "The (Tit7 of Bridgetom 
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Bridgetown," and by such name shall be perpetuai 
succession. ' ' 

That is Section (3) Sub-section (l), and Sub- 
section (2) reads as follows : " The Corporation &all 
be capable of acting 'by the Council of the City, 
which shall consist of the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Councillors and shall exercise all such functions as 
are vested in the Corporation or i n  the Council by 
this Act or otherwise." Then Sections 4 subsection 
(1) says this: "The Mayor shall be elected annually 
by the City Go~cncd from among the Aldermen or 
Councillors of the City or persons qualified to be 
a d e r m e n  or Councillors of the C'ity." And Sub- 
section (3) says: "During his term of office, the 
Mayor shall continue to be a member of the sty 
(Joumoil, notwithstanding the provision of this Act 
relating to the retirement of Councillors a t  the end 
of three years." Hon. Members will therefore see 
that the Local Government uses the expressi~a "City 
C Q U ~ C ~ ~ "  in more than one place. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I know that the Act has used the 
expression "City Council"; but in no part  of this 
Act does it give i t  exactly so. Where there is men- 
tion of the Lord Mayor i n  this Bill, i t  says: the Local 
Government Act "the Mayor, Aldermen and citizens 
cf the City of Bridgetown". . .etc; but no where 
blse do you see the "Lord Mayor" and then the 
" City Council of Bridgetown. " 

I would prefer to see: "The City of ~ i idge town  
or the Distrid Council" as is written here in this 
definition of " h c a l  Body ". 

Hon. G. H. AdDAMX: But the Act goes on to 
say: "The City Council may pay to the Mayor" a 
salary. 

Mr. LEWIS: I n  the definition of "Local Body" 
i t  says "the Lord Mayor" and then the " City Coun- 
cil". 

The questioni that Clause 2 as am'ended stamd 
part of the Bill wm put amd resolvled in the alifimac 
tive without dhisiofl,. 
6.25 p m .  

Hon. M. E. COX : I beg to move, Mr. Chairman, 
that you do now report the passing of this Bill in 
Committee with amendments. 

Hon. C. E .  TALMA : I beg to second that. 
The motim wns put and agreed to. 
The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER 

resumed the Chair and reported arccordingly. 
On motions of Hon. M. E.  COX slwwded b y  Hon. 

C.  E.  TALMA in each case the Bill was read a third 
time and passed. 

Mr. E. D. Mottley entered the House and took 
his seat. 

ORDERS WITHDRAWN 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker, I am ask- 
ing leave to withdraw from the Order Paper the Bill 
dealing with the Anglican Church Act and also the 
Bill dealing with Currency. I am substituting an- 
ather Bill for each of them. I n  the case of the 
Currency Bill the changes are so great that I think 
I should withdraw that BiLl instead of amending it. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
Hon. Premier. 

NOTICE OF BILLS 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : At this stage I am asking 
leave to give notice of two new Bills which I should 
have done when the House first sat today. The Bills 
are those which I have just mentiond. 

Thsre being no objection, leave was granted the 
Hon. Premier. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker, I beg t~ 
givz ilotice of the following two Bills :- 

Bill intituled an Act to amend the Anglican 
Church Act 1911. 

Bill intituled an Act to amend the Currency 
Act, 1950. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

On motions of Hon. G.  H. ADAMS, seconded by 
Hon. Dr. H .  G.  CUMlIIINS i n  each m e ,  the Bill to 
amend the Anglican Church Act, 1911, and the Bill 
f o  amend the Currvrency Act, 1950 were read a first 
time. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Hon. Dr. H. G. 11. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker, 
I ask leave to take Order No. 2 as the next Order of 
the Day. 

9 
There being no objection, leave was gramted the 

Hon. Mimistar. 
Mr. SPEAKER : The next Order of the Day 

is to resume Committee of Supply to consider the 4 7 
grant of sums of money for the service of the colony. 

1Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the H,owse 
resumed Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being 
in 'the Chair. 

Resolution Postponed 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : Mr. Chairman. 
I am asking leave to further postpone the first R,eso- 
lution for $2,793 in respect of Vicars. 

There being no objection leave wa8 granted the 
Hon. Minister. 

Resolution for the Purchase o f  Land 
at Rockley-Coqllt 'd .  

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The question is that this 
Resolution do now pass. 

Messrs. LEWIS and E .  D. MOTTLEY rose. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN : Two hon. members are on 

their faet; will the hon. senior mcmber for the City 
take his seat? 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Why? I was on my '+ 
feet first. 

Mr. LEWIS : I can give way to the hon. mem- 
ber; I only got up  to make a n  enquiry. 

Hon. G.  H. ADAMS : I should like to say that 
the Speaker or the Chairman of Committees has the 
right to call on whom he sees first. The hon. member 
ought to behave better than he is behaving now; 
there is no rule which says that th'e member who 
gets up first has the floor. The ffact that  half a dozen 
members get up does not matter; the Chairman or 
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the Speaker need not see them. 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Let the Premier set 

an example first; he is no example for anybody. I 
apologise if I were rude to the Chair, but I am not 
going to have the hon. senior member for St. Joseph 
to tell me what to do or what not to do. No one in this 
House breaks the rules more than the hon. senior 'r 
member for St. Joseph and he knows it too. Whenever 

1 you rule Mr. Chairman, I will sit down. Becauss 
the hon. member is Premier do not let him tell you 
what to do Mr. Chairman, because he does the same 
thing all the time. He argues even with the Speaker. 
1 have already told him autside this House that 
example is better than precept. 
6.35 p.m. 

Tell that to your friends. You talk about bark- 
ing;  I bark and you bray. I am the most humble 
person in this Chamber but I do not take any kicks 
from anybody. I have warned you in here already. 
I am going to pay you the highest respect but 1 am 

I 
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the same man as you. I do not care and you) of all 
people know that  I do not care. I have a right in 
here just as you but not a t  your expense. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am speaking to the hon- 
ourable member. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I apologise to you if I 
seem to misconduct myself in any way. But  he 
wants to get i t  in the Minutes of this House that  as  
far  as  he is concerned he sets soma sort of example 
in  here but as a matter of fact, he is the one person 
who does not set the example. I have heard the 
honourable membm look a t  His Honour the Speaker 
and challenge his ruling. Why tell me about bark- 
ing?  If I bark, he brays. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : I am speaking to the hon- 
ourable member. 

Mr. E. D, MOTTLEY: If he refers to me as a 
dog, I can refer to him as a pig. Telling me about 
barking; he has no right to do  it. He has no right 
to do that to me. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am speaking to the hon- 
ourable member again. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: You are  trying to fool 
people in Barbados when you tell somebody a b o u ~  
barking. You told me the other day about rude 
and crude. You can get off with that with your 
friends, but not with me. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am speaking to the hon. 
member. If the hon. member does not listen to me, 
I will have to report him to the Speaker. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: You heard him tell me 
about barking. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am begging the 
ourable member to keep quiet. 

Mr. LEWIS Mr. Chairman, I think that  the 
item which you have under discussion is a Resolu- 
tion for $45,616 for the purpose of purchasing from 
the Blue Waters Company now in  liquidation, some 
beach land a t  a district known as Rockley. On the 

occasion when this Resolution was dis- 
cussed, the Minutes of the  Board of Health were 
quoted and since then, I have had the opportunity 
to refer to them and the previous Minutes. 1 can 
tell this Committee that at the meeting held i n  Sep- 
tember, an  application for permission to sell out 
that  land including others was ~ o s t ~ o n e d ,  and one 
of the reasons for the postponement of that lot was 
that the persons unknown to the Board but known 
privately would get in touch with the Government 
and ask them to do their best to acquire the spot 
and preserve it as an  open spot. I cap tell this Com- 
mittee that  the member of the Board of Health who 
has just resigned brought that  matter to the atten- 
tion of the Government; and that was between the 
meeting in September and the next meeting which 
was in November. 

well sir, a t  the meeting in November, i t  ap- 
pears that  the Government had done nothing tc  
anproach the owners of that land to see what ar- 
rangements they could make to get this land which 

included in a plot approved by the Board of 
Health previously for the purpose of selling Out 

spots. y o u  will see from the Minutes that I did attend 
the meeting in  September but did not attend thz_ 
meeting in November. 
in November. 

The Board of Health asked the Government 
do its best to acquire that  land- 1 do not know if 
they said to  do SO by purchasing i t  but they said 
that the Government should acquire the land and 
keep i t  as an open spot. The Government apparent- 
Ly felt that  they should allow that  spot t o  be ap- 
praised with all the other land. That is the impres- 
sion I got. 

Mr. Chairman, the honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph is a lawyer and I have had t o  correct 
him several times by telling him that  the Board of 
Health approves of a Plan in the cutting up of land 
for health reasons. The Plan is then sent t o  the 
Governor-in-Executive Gommittee and they appoiilt 
appraisers. The Board of Health has nothing to  do 
with that. The Board of Health does not b the 
price of land. It is the Executive Committee who 
sends the appraisers to value the land and t h ~  tell 
YOU for what it can be sold. 

The Hon. Premier read out the Minutes of the 
Board of Health when they asked for  permission 
to acquire this spot ; the permission which the Board 
gave was for health reasons, but the Board of Health 
never discusses the price of land, a t  least, they have 
never done it at any of the meetings which I have 
a.ttended. It is not competent for them to do that 
This is yet another occasion where I have been the 
victim of a vicious, mendacious statement in  a jour- 
nal to the effect that  I as a member of the Board 
of Health which asked the Government to buy this 
land. I have no doubt in my mind that  if Govern- 
ment had taken the steps as I understand, made to 
them, (and I can say that Mi. Kidney who was hon- 
oured by Her Majesty the Queen and who has re- 
cently resigned from the Board of Health never 
made out that he had taken steps to  ask &vem- 
merit to acquire this land by purchasing i t )  I feel 
m e  that  if the Government had gone to the liquids- 
tors of this property and had put  the  matter before 
them, some other way could hav8e been found to ac- 
quire i t ;  perhaps by way of a token payment being t 

made for i t  for  the purpose of preserving i t  a s  m 
open way to the sea for  the people of the island 
and more particularly for  t& people in that  area, 
because i t  would enhance their property for those 
who have their houses and clubs around. 

Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that  the Govern- 
ment did absolutely nothing when this matter was 
drawn to their attention. Not only that, if the 
Hon. Premier had read from the Minutes of the 
last meeting, he would have seen that the Queen's 
Eolicitor- 

Mr. Chairman, I am not accusing the 1G.o~- 
ernment of not doing anything; I am telling the 
bon. member that the Government adopted the wrong 
method. 

G, H. A D ~ M S :  I first heard of it from 
the xn i s t e r  of Health, who said that they 
trying to get the Board of Health t o  agree to a sale. 
I approached the hen. junior member for Christ 
church as one of the 

Mr. LEWIS  : Mr. Chairman, that is a late: 
stage than the one of which I am speaking. Thg-y 
are talking to somebody who knows about it. 

I n  the month of September the matter camc 
before the Board of Health and it was postponed. 1 
do not see how the Board could take that up  

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: liet me read it from the 
Minutes of the Executive Committee. The Execu- 
tive Committee had a meeting on the 23rd of Septem- 
ber, 19M, and was informed that  the Blue Waters 
Hotel Company Limited had agreed to divide and 
sell the land known as Rockley Beach. The Execu- 
tive Committee agreed that the site should be pre- 
served an open space and that  the negotiations 
should be out with a view to reaching some 
aDeement on the matter. That is the substance of 
the 

I n  September I approached the hon. ju9io~ 
member for Christ Church- 
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Mr. LElWIS : If the Chairman acted right away, 
what action did he take? Did they advise the 
Board of Health to take par t?  

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : The Board of Health had 
finished. 

Mr. LEWIS: The Board of Health had not h- 
ished. Mr. Chairman, the Hon. Premier is quite right 
in saying that action was taken. But the Board of 
Health must have given some information to &v- 
ernment in September to tell them that they ha4 
approved of it. I should like to have the actual let- 
ter read, because it is dated in November. If the 
Board of Health did that they could not have bee11 
instructed to do it. If the hon. member would read 
that he would see that it has been brought to their 
attention, but not by the Board of Health. 

Hon. C. E. ThTrDXA: If I may intervene, the 
letter was brought to Government's attention. When 
Elue Waters Hotel Company Limited- 

Mr. LEWIS : Who brought it ? 
Hon. C. E. T A L U :  If you will wait, 1 will 

explain it. 
Mr. LEWIS: You cannot explain it. 
Hon. C. E. TALMA : A decision was reached that 

the Premier should negotiate on behalf of the Govern- 
merit. But this is the point : the actual fixing of thrn 
price took place after. I t  takes a little time for thr 
application to be considered, and before the people 
could report back. They reported at  the oJ 
November. 

Mr. LEWIS: If the Hon. Minister would 1001, 
more carefully he would find the Minutes of the 
ljoard of Health in September; and if he read then, 
he wollld see where his mistake is. 

Mr. Chairman, there is just one angle to it. If 
the Board of met in September and they 
had this before that' post  
poned it. But instructed the 'lerk to 

such thing done' I knew Mr. Kidney had g@t 
in touch with some member of the Government. Tha: 
was in September, and so far  as I know, nothing 
came back to the Board. The Board then took up thp 
application at  the next meeting; that is the Novem- 
her meeting. ~f the hen. member reads the ~i~~~~~ 
of the November meeting he will see it in there. I 
am not blaming them for acting, I am blaming them 
for the method of their action. Can they not see that 

When the Board of met 'l1 Novembe' 
have known what arrangements 

ernment had come to' But the Board of ha(1 
to repeat its request. 

The Minutes of the meeting of the Governmen: 
v i th  reference to acquiring the site have already 
been read to us the Hon. Premier during the course 
of this debate. But let me say this now: could not 
the have acted in such a way as to 
other steps to acquire i t ?  

Hon. G. H. I first got my informs- 
tion when the Board of Health met. 

  he   on. Minister of Health in speaking to me 
about the matter said to me : "for Heaven's sake bring 
~t up early". I then approached Mr. Goddard, and 
a t  the nest Executive Committee meeting I reported 
that I had seen and ~polien to Mr. Goddard on the 
matter, and that I had told him I was going away and 
might not 'bk able to deal with it. I asked him whether 
the Company was fullv decided and he said 'cer- 
tainly'. The Board of Health then agreed to the 
division and sale in November. But the- had not pre- 
viously agreed to the division and sale. 
6.55 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS : I have been trying to tell him 
that I understand all of that, but i t  you approach 
the owner of this land could you not have arrang- 
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ed something about the price. I n  my opinion there 
was an optloll to buy this land a t  the appraised 
value and I am saying that that need not have 
happened. I aln blaming them for taking the op- 
tion of buying this land a t  the appraised value. 
I t  might be said i t  is all very well to talk about 
acquiring this l m d  but there is a Beach Rights Corn- 
mittee in existence and we hear nothing about it. I t  is 
my feeling that if the matter had been gone about in 
a different way i t  is quite possible that the Govern- 
ment would not have had to pay the appraised valur 
for this land. [Hon. G. H. D A M S :  We would 
probably have had to pay more for it.] IIowever 1 
am saying that if they had gone about the matter 
in  a different way they might not have had to pay 9 

tl:is value for the land; they should have stated 
a sum of money merely to acquire this land 
but not to p y  two shillings a square foot 
for i t  just because the rest of the land l 
had been appraised a t  the value. That is where 
the negotiations went wrong. They are now giv- * 
ing $10,1000 on account of l m d  which they at  on? 
time owned themselves; to my way of thinking, that -# 
is unfortunate. This land should have been sold 
a" piece of beach land in the interest of the peo- 
ple and the appraised value of this land should mean 
nothing to a transaction like that. To give the im- 
pression that so long as You were given the first 
refusal to acquire this land and to purchase i t  at 
the appraised value should not be the spirit of the 
matter. The public has been passing Over that 
beach for a long time interruptedly except for some 
small bushes; this is a transaction which has got 
entirely out of hand and was entirely misrepre- 
sented to the Executive Committee. I think that 
these people should have been given five hundred 
pounds or a thousand pounds merely for the 
purpose of acquiring this land, but do merely 
get the first refusal to it at the appraised 
value and a t  the same ratp as the other building land. 
That is the whole matter. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: I have one or two 
things to say on this matter. The first time that  
the matter was drawn to my attention was when it 
appeared in the Press; I read that some suggestion * 
was made as to whether this land should be used 
for the Purpose for which the owners applied or 
whether i t  should not be used as a site for the 
general public. 1 am supporting the of 
this land because 1 believe that while human beings 
must work, they must also sleep and they are also en- 
titled to a certain amount of recreation. I suppose i t  is 
txpedad of me to give a profesrional opinion as to 
iLe value of this land; well, me say here and now 
that on the last occasion 1. listened to the hoaourable 
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j~ubior member fop St. George, who by virtue of his 
,-ocation should be in a, position to advise the Govern- 
n~ent  on matters of this sort, and I think i t  is record b 

ed in the Minutes of this House that the honourable 
junior member for St. George said on that occasion 
hiat this land was not worth this price pep square 
foot and that 1md in that same vicinity had been sold b 
ct a price \vhich 1t7as very much less. 
7.05 p.m. 

I am saying here and now that this land, in  my 
opinion, is cheap. To some people, the things of other 
pleople worth nothing, but theirs must brina every 
penny they can get for them. When i t  comes to 
rnatters of this sort, you must not look at  them from 

biassed view. 
The* is much argument as to whether this land 

is suitable for bathing and whether the sea would 
reclaim this land so that the owners would have 
nothing, but that is a, matter for them and their so- 
hitors. They should know what land there is above 

-2; 



the high water mark which they are buying, a m  
fvhat there is below. 

'The~e is just one.thiizg which I would like to say 
24 about this land: Christ Chuich is not the only part 

of the island where inhabitailts of the island deserve 
a right-of-way to the sea or some site for recreational 
&'UrpOSeS and because of that, I cannot help thinking 
of the ~Wgestion made by the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. John a few years ago when he suggested 
oil two occasions that a portion of land which was 
bein4 set up  fop sale in  tha parish of St. James be- 
lcnging to the be acquired the 
Government so as  to give the people a right-of-wa~ 
tb the sea in tha,t area. I think i t  was Sir Hilarx 

4 the then Governor, who '%gested to this 
Chamber that the land along the beaches of this coun- 
t ry  was being acquired privately and soon there 

I 
would be no right-of-way for the general public td 
enjoy the foreshore or the beach for bathing. Sir, if 
you were to take from the Garrison u a  to Oistin, I 
doubt whether you call find any entrance to a beach 
tvhere a private owner could not say to you that you 

A 
are forbidden from trespassing; and if you do so you 
call be prosecuted. While we should do everything 
to encourage tourists and such people coming here, I 
think our first dutyo is to the people of Barbados who 
are born here. lye should let then1 have the opportu- 
nity of getting to the various breaches without 
hindrance, therefore the acquiring of that land with 
this object in  vie~v is something \.;hieh I am obliged 
to  support. 

There is also another point which I would like 
to raise. Honourable members of the Opposition 
would like nle to say and make it quite clear to the 
pnblic of Barbados, that this land is not owned by thc 
frmily of the Leader of the Opposition. If any one 
go to the Registry, they would see that this land be- 
l?ngs to the Blue Waters Company, Limited, now in 
Pauidation, and that the family of the Leader of th? 
Opposition only has a share in i t .  I think there are 
ten people ~ h o  own shares in that Company: How- 
crer, the Hon. Leader of the1 Opposition is not going 
to  vcte on this Resolution. 

The price of this land which is to be acquired 
I, compares n i th  the  rice a t  which that can be sold 

for privately, and that is why I say that it is cheap. 
Some people feel that because the sea came in there 
many years ago that i t  will come back again. That 
might be so or might not be. Those of us who have 
been following the development in Japan and tllc 
I-Iawaiian islands realise that engineers are build- 
ing on sites TVhere there is actually water. I wailt 
to  apprise this House that they are sever21 people 
who would like to acquire this land. I am not one 
because I cannot afford i t ;  but I know that there are 
=any who mould like to acquire i t  for  recreationill 
purposes and they would make a profit out of it. 'I 
am in a position to say that I know for a fact th:tt * sn offer has been made to the Blue Waters Corn- 
pany for a portion of this land at  a price highec 
than that which the Goverizment is paying. I say 

3 again that to soine people, (and that applies to some 
nlembers of this House and of the Government), 
everything they have for sale must be gold, but il 
thep must buy other people's thing;, the other per- 
son's things must be brass. 

However, sir, I still have one or two criticism- 
to make on this Resol~ltion. The entire area of this 
land according to the Addelzdam is 98,358 square 
feet, which mean that it is about 2%' acres. The 
laymen (and when I say layman I mean the person 
who is not accustomed to  surveying land) lookinc 
at the area there, wonld think that the area whicn 
the Government is buyinc is 0111- that land which 
runs  from the public road to the sea but the peopi? l 

C 

should be made to understand that the area which 
the Government is buying is also that part  which is 
beyond the high water mark as well as that which 
adjoins the sea. 

There is just one thing which I would like to 
draw to the attention of the Government. 
us who have had experience abroad and lvho havc 
peen how beaches are taken care of would hope that 
the keeping of this beach will be in keeping 
%lle standard beaches are kept in big coun. 
tries. I am going to say something which may not 
gain the approval of the people but 1 am hoping 
that when this beach is qu i r e& that, Covernmenr 
mill put it into the hanLEs: of some authority who 
would see that the conduet of the people who go 
there is in with reputable standards of 
beaches in big countries. 
7'15 Pm. 

Now first of all, we need not argue what I heard 
'argued in  here on one occasion; that is, that this 
beach is being bought and the people in the area will 

have i t  One I really do want 
to answer some of the arguments which I heard; 
but I this: as as  it is bought by thd 
Government i t  is bought for the use of the general 
public. 

Now a beach like this being bought for  the us3 
of the general public, the term " general public" 
must be taken to mean all and sundry. But  on the? 
other hand, we must remember that we are en- 
couraging tourists to this country and that this is 
one of the main areas which tourists frequent for 
bathing. I want to sound this note of warning to 1 

the Government, and the Hon. Minister of Agricul- 
ture in particular ~vho is the representative of thc 
Parish of Christ Church: people in  all walks of life 
'should be allowed to bolthe there; but I say that 
persons should not be allowed to go to this beach 
and play cricket on the beach. The idea that be- 
cause the Government has bought the beach people 
r ~ u s t  be allowed to carry animals there and to  batha 
naked when visitors, and especially tourists are 
present is an  entirely mistaken idea; and what 
I would not like for myself or family, I would not 
like for others. Let honourable members consider 
whether they ~vould like to be bathing on that 
beach and see somebody with five or six mules or 
cows bathing on the same spot. There should Fe 
spots especially where people could, take their ani- 
mals and bathe them. The beach is being bought, 
not only for the inhabitants of Barbados, it is being 
bought also with a view to encouraging the tourists 
to visit the island. 

It is not good enough merely to say you havo 
lovely beaches; you should ma,ke the facilities ,of 
those lovely beaches much better than they are to- 
day. When I say that, I am thinking of clearing 
the beaches properly; I am thinking of the enact 
ment of legislation and regulations to enforce the 
tidy keeping of the beaches where people should not 
be allowed to bury sea-egg shells; and I am think- 
ing of regulations which ~vould prohibit people from 
going there and playing cricket. Playing soft ball 
in the sea is a different matter. All of us like and 
appreciate tha t ;  bnt imagine people sitting on a 
beach with their wives and children and big meii 
playing cricket on the same beach; and because they 
were foreigners who were struck these men adoptecr 
an attitude of "If you do not like i t  leave Barbados." 

People do not invest money in hotels mere13 
for the sake of investing money in  hotels. 

An incident such as the one I have just men- 
tioned actually happened with some Canadians on 
that beach; and the attitude of "get out d here.' 



was adopted by the people who had struck t9.r. 
Canadians. 

It was suggested in  the press that the matt,-r 
of life-saving guards should be left in the hands of 
privaie persons. I do not remember who suggested 
that, but I do not agree with the person. If you 
spend this amount of money in  acquiring this site, 
you should get down and draft your regulations as 
applied to public beaches. You should also provide 
life-guards; i t  does not cost a fortune. 

Now, while I am going to support this Resolu- 
tion to acquire this beach, I must say this to the 
Government: lest the people of this country shoul(! 
feel that this is partiaaity, and lest what rumour 
has Tjeen saying that the Government is acquiring 
this for reasons not altogether 'above board,' I am 
going to suggest something to the Government; be- 
cause, despite the fact that i t  might be argued that. 
this $45,000 might be put to some other purposc, 
my counter argument is that people are entitled to 
leisure. What I set out to say from the beginning 
was this: the Addendum to the Resolution is mie- 
leading. I am referring to the first sentsee.  1'. 
reads : "Blue Waters Hotel Company (in liquida- 
tion) has offered to the Government the land  know;^ 
as  Rockley Beach ........ . . 7 7  

That is why the public feels that the Goddard's 
family is trying to sell the Government something 
that nobody else would want. The Government has 
actually approached them. %%at I want to bring 
t o  the attention of the public is this: I an1 not a 
member of the Bovrd of Health; therefore, I am at  
liberty to speak. 

I remember the day when this matter (thc 
application of the Government to the General 
Board of Health for approval of the division and 
sale of the land) nas  discussed. Two days after I un- 
derstood that a member of the Board of Health, 
then also a member of the Commissioners of Health, 
Xr. Eidney had raised this question a t  the Board 
of Health and expressed the thought that i t  would 
be a wonderful thing for the Government to buy 
this land. This ball was started rolling by Mr. 
Kidney who suggested to the Board of Health that 
the matter should be held up  and the Governmenx 
approached. I want to make the public to under- 
stand because it is peculiarly strange. While I 
agree that you should buy Blue Waters Beach, any 
suggesting that the Government is paying too mucn 
for  i t  is out of the question. What I am coming to 
is this: now that you have decided to  buy the beach 
my appeal is to the sense of the Government. You 
are  acquiring Blue Waters Land because you fepl 
the price is reasonable and above all because you 
feel it is necessary for the people in the Christ 
Church area, including tourists, to  have a place of 
relaxation etc. 
7.25 p.m. 

Mr. Chairman, they are not the only people in 
the island. I am wondering if the (Government will 
still lend a deaf ear to the suggestion which the 
honourable junior member for St. John has made. 
When you leave Speightstown by the St. Peter's 
'Almshouse until you get up  to  Fresh Water Club, 
within recent years the land in  that vicinity ha3 
been bringing big prices. Yoq will admit, Mr.  
Chairman, that the bathing there is as good ss if 
not better than the bathing in  Christ Church. I 
was saying sir that from the time you leave Speights- 
town until you get to Fresh Water Club there is no 
spot which the public can enter upon and say that 
they cannot be prosecuted for  entering upon it. I t  
is a peculiar thing that with all the facilities w W  

v.e have got here, the people cannot get a site t o  
ba,the on the St. James's Coast. Are you going to 
allow every possible inch of the St. James's spact 
to be bought up and then our people will not have 
anywhere to go and seabathe? The area of the 
Sandy Lane Woods is a landmark where Barbadcs 
is concerned; I do not agree that our people should 
go to any beach in a naked condition or be passing 
in  that condition where people's families are. I. 
remember an  editorial written i n  the Advocate years 
ago in  which i t  was stated "the sea is the  lord,'^, 
let the people bathe therein," But I will never agree 
that you should wire off one place for the White 
people and another place for the Black people. 
Let the people see that "the sea is the L~ord's 
let them bathe therein." The Government is 
paying $45,000 fomr this land in  Christ Church and 
there is an  area of five acres of land from Mr. 
07Neal's house continuing down to Sandy Lane and 
tha,t area should be acquired by the Government. 

t 
I s  it because a suggestion comes from Mr. Jack $ 
Kidney that i t  is worthy of consideration but ~yheii 
the honourable senior member f o r  St. John makes -.& 
a suggestion i t  is not worthy of consideration? I 3 
say that provision should be made along the St. 
James7s coast for the ordinary bare foot masses, but 
of course SOU need to make regulations. 

I have always supported the suggestions of tho 
honourable senior member for St. John. One whq 
has gone to the Great Beyond said that the Sandy 
Lane moods should be preserved as a land mark. r 
know that the Government has a wonderful oppor- 
tunity of getting this land. We want the area of 
the Sandy Lane woods to be preserved as a land 
mark; that is the only stipulation. Barbados is sur- 
rounded by 11-ater but there is not every spot to 
Ghich you can go and build. If the Rockley beach 
is offered to the Government I say that the Govern- 
ment should buy it. However, I want to say that 
the Blue Waters Hotel Company did not offer the 
Government this land, as i t  is set out in the Adden- 
dum to this Resolnt,ion; at  the meeting of the 
General Board of Health when they applied for 
permission to sell out this land Mr. Jack Kidney 
said, that it was a pity to sell it out when i t  was the 3 
only place where the people of Christ Church would 
have an oportunity to bathe. He approached the Gov 
erilment and then they approached the Blue Waters 
Hotel Company. The Blue Waters Hotel applied 
for the sale of certain land; i t  was drawn to the 
notice of the Government that the only remaining 
portion of the beach i n  Christ Church which was 
not built. up %.as this area and if they acquired i t  
for building that would cause great inconvenience 
to  the people. 

That is how I would word my Addendum to 
this Resolution. I do not know why the people who 
are responsible for the wording of this Addendum 
1 ave twisted the t ruth;  I am one of those who never 
argue that everything a man does is wrong because 
people would begin to feel that you are not honest. 
You must be honest enough to say that  they did , 
something right; if you do something which is wrong, 
I will criticise you, but you cannot deny that the 
St. James beach is 'being all sold and the only remain- 
ing area beside is the area owned by the present 
Incumbent of St. James parish Church. The honour- 
able senior member for St. John has suggested that  
Government should buy a portion of that coast. 
?.35 p.m. 

S'ince then, the hon. senior member for St. John 
suggested the acquiring of part  of this area. I 
am asking the Government these questions: a re  you 



gcling to wait until every square inch of land in 
bt. James is taken up be~ore you think of buying 
any? Are you going to wait until Sandy Lane hs- 
kates, Limited put an application before the Board 
of Health for permission to sell out in lots some of its 
beach Land? Or, are you going to act now? 1 am 
fore these questions are going to offend some of my 
friends. The hon. senior member for St. John is not 
a Mr. Jack Kidney, therefore illenibers of the Govern 
12ent think he has no right to make a suggestion. I t  
was &fr. Jack Kidney who made this suggestion. You 
crc doing the right thing now because you are buying 
~cmething for the benefits of the inhabitants of this 
~.olony. Many y e a s  ago, when Mr. Sam Manning 
owned Porters, St. James, he had one hundred acres 
of land running to the beach and somebody oZered 
him 510 per acre for it and he said to the person 
"ETou are going to lose your money." Somebody came 
along the other day and offered 5100 per acre for i:. 
It is where is the Gold Coast now. The sea is the 
L~n-d's let the people bathe in it. I am appealing 
to this Government to buy beach land all over the 

9 island for the people. Do not let it be said that 
because Mr. Jack Kidney is Mr. Jack Kidney and he 
made the suggestion that you are going to buy this 
laud. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You said that already. 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: That is my right. I 

can say i t  as many times as I like. The hon. mem- 
bers of the Government think that only suggestions 
can come from people of a certain colour of skin and 
I am asking you to see to it that of the remain- 
ing areas of beach land which belong to plantations 
the ppople of this island to get across to the sea. The 
honourable junior member for St. James knows what 
I am saying is true. He knows that even a rabid 
Socialist had land in that area and he wanted to 
part with it, he was not a Socialist. The honourable 
member knows that it was only by a stroke of good 
luck that he was able to retain a piece to walk on in 
that parish. 

I 

Sir. I have watched people from Christ Church, I 
St. Philip and all over thk &land come in bus excur- 
sions to the parish of St. James and they have to sit 
5,  the buses along the streets and enjoy themselves 
there because watchmen come with sticks and say 
that the master says that you cannot go down to the 
beach. You ought to be shame to see that happening 
in this country. Just fancy, 15 buses filled with 
excursionists and a man comes out and say: "YOU 
cannot cross over this land." There was a time when 
1 had to take a bus and go down there in that man- 
ner. You are now about to buy this beach land in 
C2rist Church, but I have to drive it home to you 
that you flouted what the hon. senior member for 
St .  John suggested to you a few years ago. It seems 
that it is only when people Like Mr. Ronald Tree, or 
Mr. Cunard tell the Government that they should da 
so and slo that they will jump and do it. I bet YOU 

that if Mr. Tree or one of those people had suggested 
that they should buy a piece of beach land d ~ w  
there, they would jump and do it. His Honour tAe 
'Speaker, who represents and lives in a Leeward par- 
5sh can bear me out that what I have said is true. 
Re will tell you that many a time he has passed 
on hie way home and seen bus loads of humble folk 
d r a m  up alongside the road eating their sweetc 
meats, with a watchman &ere to see that they do not 
cross to go down on the beach. I am supporting the 
buying of this piece in Christ Church but you must 
also try to actquire a piece on the St. James coast, 
which instead of 'being called the Gold Coast is 
hsing called the Platinum Coast. There is a strip of 
beach land on that coast owned lq the Sandy 

-Lane Estates Limited, why preserve it for the gods? 

Why not b ~ ~ y  it so that the people in the lower walk 
oi' life would also have a chance of going there? 

I am supporting you 100 per cent. in acquiring 
this strip at Rockley. I am not saying that you are 
throwing away money and that you are buying it 
'because i t  belongs to the Goddards. That has nothing 
tc do with the matter at all. This is a good buy and 
\:hen I say so, I am thinking of your long term policy 
not only for the people of the island but also taking 
i~i to  consideration that you are desirous of having 
tourism as an industry. The people must be made to 
understand that when you have tourism as an indus- 
try, you in turn mill get back this money 'by way of 
income tax. Let us take for example the Accra Beach 
Club. That Club is now paying a great deal of income 
tax. I am saying that you should make the facilities 
you plan to make available to all but make the people 
to understand that you are not dra~ving a line. Make 
them to understand that they can bring their people 
there but that you are going to bring your people too. 
You mnst also make your people to understand that 
they cannot bathe there naked or play ball. 
7.45 p.m. 

But when you buy this you axe not throwing 
sway money. You are buying i t  with a far reaching 
policy. You are developing an area not onTy for 
local people, but for tourists as well. 

Let me conclude by saying: lest people should 
t'J:nl< that you are only buying this beach because 
it pleases Mr. Kidney, for God's sake do not worry 
to play politics with this. When the former honour- 
dble senior member for St. James raised the question 
about land in the St. James area for public purposes 
1 gave i t  a thought. I discussed i t  then with one of 
the owners now passed into the Great Beyond and 
I am sure vou can buy Sandy Lane for a reasonable 
price. 

I rely principally upon His Honour the Speaker 
(who though elevated to this distinguished position 
still seems to mix with the rank and file;) to bear me 
out; and there is nothing degrading in those re- 
=arks which are all to Your EIonour's credit. 

Mr. BRANTCKER: mr.  Chairman, I am sorry I 
did not arrive early. Through the negligence of sonle 
officials 1 did not know of the meeting of this House 
until this afternoon at a fairly late hour. It is not 
!always possible for everyone who does a ten hour 
day's work and then comes to this Chamber to re- 
main until the hour when the House is adjourned. 

Mr. CHAIRaMAN: YOU should. 
Mr. BRANCKER: There is no doubt about it 

that steps should be taken to notify hon. members of 
a meeting by telephone or by some other mans, if it is 
not possible! through the Advocate; that explains 
why I did not have the advantage of hearing all that 
was stated. So far as the price of this land is con- 
cerned, whenever I hear the hon. senior member for 
the City say that the price of any property is reason- 
able (and I happen to know his standard of reason- 
ableness which includes an ample consideration for 
those who may be selling the land) I know that that 
price is exeemive and far beyond what the property 
is worth. I gather from the tenor of his remark:: 
today that this price is quite satisfactory. 

Mr. E.  D. MOTTIJEY: On a point of explana- 
tion, Mr. Chairman. I said that i t  is cheap, not satis- 
f actoy. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I said that I had gathered 
from the tenor of his remarks that he said "satis- 
factory. He seems to misunderstand what is meant 
by the "tenor" of his remarks. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: 'I understand the mean- 
ing of the word "tenor." 



1132 
c-- 

HOUSE 
t 

Mr. BRANCKER: But  he still let the cat out of 
$he bag as regards the price of this land, because he 
used that remark, which I trust for  once, our Official 
Reporter will have noted. He then proceeded within 
five minutt~s after to say: "When you are patyiing 
$45,000 for a beach that is why people should not 
play cricket there etc." That is as much as to say, 
wbien you are paying for land this land is not to be 
~ega rded  as a democratic site. He is saying in the 
,same breath: "Do not do any of the thin* which, 
people have been doing up to last Sunday, because it 
may offend the susceptibilities of those people who 
are on the beach." 

There & no reason wQ when you are paying 
$45,000 for a beach there should be any such restric- 
bion; L think that the more you pay for it the more 
available it should be to Tom, Dick and Harry;  thest 
people have to take their animals to the sea to be 
bathed. 

AS soon as this Resolution is passed this land be- 
comes the public property; ancl it is to be expected 
that people will do as bhey nornlally used to do. Untii 
the sea comes back and reclaims part of this land as 
we know i t  is going to do, there should ba no re- 
strictions place there. I know there are other proper- 
ties built right down oil the beach; tihe owners are 
nzakilrg enough money now to cover the expeme of 
the property, but the land will sooner or later be 
again a part of the Caribbean sea. 

There is one thing which the hon. member has 
,said and with nliich I would agree, and that 
is, that Sfandy Lane is an  ideal place to be acquirecl 
for the You may have to pay more for thal 
land, and if you pay more for that site that is a horse 
of a different colour. Sandy Lane has always been a 
beach and you will be buying salething which is sub- 
stai~tiaI. Sandy Lane is entirely free from encroach- 
ment and your money will not be thrown into thts 
sea. 

I agree that the price af th,e Blue Watei-s is 
extravagant; and I am doubly fortified after hearing 
the honourable senior member for the Cit~r~ giving 
his bleaing to the price. We know what his blessing 
means when i t  comes to the price of property. 

IIon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, 
I did not intend to speak on this Resolution. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I f  you are going to speak 
1 will hare to a ~ l i  the senior inember for St. John to 
sit down. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CTJMMINS: I just want to 
correct two impremions which the honourable senior 
member for the City tried to  make. He said than 
from the St. Peter's Almshouse down to Black Rock 
there is no public approach to the sea. That is not 
quite correct. The Government owns three approach!. 
es to the sea: One a t  Reid's Bay, one a t  Holetown 
and one a t  Paynes Bay. I jmt  wanted to co~rect,! 
that  impression. 

Sandy Lane woods was recommended to this 
Goverinnent long before the senior member for St. 
John did so; i t  was recommended by Mr. '~Vilkinson 
Years ago he put  up  the suggeistion on more than 
one occasion that the Government should buy Slandy 
Lane Beach. But  as I said before, there are threci 
beaches owned by the Government on the West Coast: 
One a t  Reid's Bay, one at  Paynes Bay and one at 
Holetown. 
7.55 p.m. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Chairman, I must sup- 
port this view of providing recreational centres for 
the people because on Bank Holidays it is becoming 
increasingly difficult for the people to get some 
where to go and have their picnics. The increased 
population of this island is making it incumbent on 
$he Government to buy centres for recreation even 

if by compulsory means. There is a large property 
now, an old and ancient one, known as B'arley Hill. 
I do not know who will synlpathise with my point 
of view, but such a historic building and ground& 
should be acquired by the Government as a centro 
where groups of the population could have their. 
outings on Bank Holidays. People go to Cherry Tree 
Hill on Bank Holidays and you can see the buses 
Sined u p  on the road while the people are dancing in  
the road. 

I do not subscribe tot the idea of the disturbance 
pf the tourists; the time when the people bathe their 
animals a t  the sea is over by eleven o'clock in $he 
morning, and the tourists will have plenty of time to 
use the beach when they will not be disturbed by the  
bathing of the animals. Of course nakedness i% 
Bomething uncivilised; we cannot invite the tourist8 ta- 
come down here and then have this nakeclnew in, 
evidence on Sundays. As to people playing cricket 
and bathing animals I do not think that there should 
be any restriction to that. 

As regards the price of this land I am incompe- 
tent to speak on that ;  but I am so much in  favour of 
the acquisition af this place that I am quitp pre- 
pared to support this particular Resolution. 

Mr. ALLDER: 'l'he more I observe the move 
and counter move taking place on the passing of a 
Resolution like this, the more I am forced to decide 
not to vote for it. Of course that does not mean that 
this R~esolution will not 'be passed. There is one thing 
which has primarily brought me to  my feet. Tha- 
honourable senior member for the City who vipor- 
'ously defends what he is f a u s  for defending, made 
some very slanderous charges against the depart- 
ment of the Attorney General, the Legal Draftsmen 
and the Governor-in-Executive Committee ; because 
while the Addendum says that the agentis or the 
directors of the Blue Waters Hotel Company had 
approached the Government and offered this land fb r  
purchase, the honourable senior member for the City 
said that the people who worded the Addendum to 
this Resolutio~ have twisted the truth. Not a Min- 
ister or member of the Government's bench (whtt 
are always willing to jump to their feet to defend. 
whether rightly or wrongly the fair name of these 
Civil Servants) have uttered one word on this occa- 
sion in defence of the t ruth wherever1 it lies. 

Sir, it is very remarkable that a charge like that 
did not arouse any feeling whatsoever to the objec- 
tions from the honourable and honest gentleman op- 
posite. [Hon. M. E. COX: We know n4hat to expect 
from YOU.] The Hon. Minister expects anything 
from everybody, and he always tries t o  make it easy 
for somebody to say something against himself and 
the Government. Is it because the mm of $45,000 is 
involved in  this Resolution and because the owners 
of this land are influential individuals in this island 
&hat no defence has been made on this occmion? This 
tr~nsaction certaidly does cause some members of the 
Government some unhappiness, and therefore I 
justified in my feelings that the manoeuvring which 
has been going on is because i t  has been decided that, 
this land must be acquired for that price and regard- 
less of what happens i t  will be acquired. I say that 
because it has beell imni~ted that there have not been 
aqv unreasonable dealings. This island ifi. rampant 
with unemployment, and there is a continum~s dea 
mand for social services which are more needed than 
the acquisition of this land. 
8.05 p.m. 

Government is aware that there are other things 
which should 'be given nrioritv over this expenditure. 
The Government should also consider, as i t  has always 
been said, that the Treasury is not a bottomless pi t ;  
therefore scrutiny m,L~st be maii2taineld with respect 
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to the spending of the taxpayers' money. It aiso 
shows that regardless of. how sincerely suggestions are 
put  to the Governlment on matters such as this Gov- 
ernment does not intend to give those suggestions any 
coilsideration. 

Ho-cveve~ the Government miglht feel about the 
acquirement of this area, i t  is definitely unecolloi~licai 
from a business point of view. Members of the Gov- 
ernment should have respected the suggestion which 
was put  on the last occasion when we discussed this 
matter where it was stated that Governinent should 
acquire a width of about 60 feet to give a right of way 
towards the bcach for members 01 tLle public and save 
khe remainder1 of the money. There is still much 
room for expansion in  our housing situation to 
which you can spend the savings from this $45,000; 
and there is still much room for the extension of the 
accommodation a t  the Barbados General Hospital. 
Of course I know that the Hon. Premier is going to 
sneer and do all kinds of monkey things a t  my sugd 
gestions, but I only will say let llim get up and justify 
logically and honestly the acquirement of this land 
a t  this time. 

I am not saying that if Government were able 
to purchase all the land around the island to accom- 
moderate the population and the visitors that they 
should not purchase it; but  a t  this stage, it is wrong 
to do so; i t  is throwing away $45,000, regardless of 
how many members may t ry  to lessen the serious con- 
sequences which are involved in it. There are build- 
ings adjacent to the same area which the owners would 
be willing to sell for around £3,O(WE. If the Govern- 
ment were not willing to assist a few private owners 
of this land and they honestly wanted to  give the 
people of this island access to this land and wanted 
to  carry out the obligation of trust which the public 
placed on them, they would have gone and aoquired 
one of t b o ~ .  cheaper places even if they had to pull 
down and change up the building for the purpose of 
dressing and undressing and such things. I discussed 
the matter with a reasonable section of the public 
since this matter was discussed in here the last time, 
and the majority feel that extrtme favouritism is 
given to certain landowners in this area. Everybody 
knows that if the Government were giving up the 
whole of the Treasury for this land, that the hon- 
obrable senior member for the City would have said 
that it is worth it. If I were that honourable 
member and I was a s  favoured as he is, my speeches 
would be as ljrief as  possible on these matters, 
because the hon. member knows that they c a m  
r ~ o  weight. There is no time that he has spoken on 
land values that he has ever said that the price 'was 
even reasonably high even if the whole publie felt 
djfferentlv about it. The hon. member has tried to 
qnggest things here but the same things which her has 
charged the hop. member for; doing, he is doing him. 
v 1  f. 

Sir, I have friends (I do not want t o  call their 
names) who have bought some of that  land i n  the 
same e~clusive area and they have paid 30 cents per 
square foot for it. On top of that, it was solid land 
for building purposes. The hon. member is trying to 
yivs the impression that none of the land in that area 
wtis sold for  less t h m  2,'- per square foot; but that is 
LOT, true. The land in that area where the affluent 
pf)s>ple live was sold at 36 cents per square foot. If 
yen take i t  from an  economical point of view, you will 
*X that if this land had solid foundations, the Gov- 
t-~tur:ent would not have been given the opportunity 
tc, purchase it. The owners would have built some- 
&king on it or other people would have bought i t  al- 
ready; but there were always appdehensions as  re- 
gards building on this particular land and therefore 
i+ W,, left unsold. I am also told that  the people who 

'boqg!ht l a d  a t  the other side cf i t  q i j  so with the 
agreement that they woulcl a1~'i~ays have a right of 
\\ay to the sea; and that is uver thc area wiuc;L thg 
tioverninent proposes40 buy. 

What I want to know is if the Government has 
gone into these matters as  carefully as L;ovel.ilinent 
should, Has the Government round itself Ly buy- 
iiig that land injuring people who have investcif t h e ~ r  
money in that area 2 Qile;.;tions such as that are thd 
quest~ons which Government should have aslied itself 
before agreeing to purchase thls land. 

You only told us tk:. J an are buying this land 
for  the peJple to have ac es ,  t the sea Tur an open 
window to the sea. I ,\-ox l c i  li ..> some Hon. hiiizister 
'to explain thati these matters have been gune into 
carefully. If they have not been gone into a s  care- 
fully as I have poii~ted out, and also if some consti- 
tuted authority had not been appointed to go into 
them for Gove~nment, then i t  would be dangerous to 
force the passage of this Res~lution at  this stage. 

Now, as regards the question as to why tlic Gov- 
ernment should rightly accept the suggestion o f a n  
individual about this matter, (having heard Jlr, Kid- 
ney's name called as the person who approached the 
Government on this matter from a stalemelit made 
by the hone senior member for the City) it does not 
appear that when Mr. Kidney took such action that 
he took it in  the interest of the Board of Health; 
that is how it appears to me. Even if he took such 
Betion in the interlest of the Board of HeaJth, how 
ccbmes it after seeing the various objections raised by 
(the same Government when recommendations wsr3 
ma4e by people in greater authority to buy other 
important spots, $hat the same G o v e r n ~ n t  is so 
willing to accept such recommendations a t  such high 
terms on a not very important issue a s  the acguire- 
ment of this land a t  Rockley. 

"l5 842ieslions hitcl been made in this Chamber foe 
things like a T.B. Salratorium aad  the Government 
would not budge on one of those suggestions. Then 
you get the case of several tenants who are threat- 
ened with the compulsory removal of their houses 
within a short while, arld the Government would not 
do anything in  this respect, Now they are telling; 
IOU that a member of $he Board of Health m$e a 
suggestion to the Government and the Government 
rightly decided to spend $45,000: I repeat again 
that the remarks of the honourable junior member 
for St. Andrew which he made when we discussed 
the matter on the last occasion should not be dis- 
regarded; it would have to be something very ex- 
pedient for me to rgn  willingly and pay such prices 
that are asked for properties. No investor having 
Accra Beach Club there already and Rockley Beacb 
Club opposite, was going to put up  a building for 
permanent residence there; and if he did consider 
putting u p  a building a? a commer.cia1 venture he 
would put  i t  up temporarily. Fortune seems to be 
cn the side of Accra Beach Club. They seemed to 
be killing all the hotels iiz the area, and they coulcl 
easily get back their money if thc sea did come ;n 
and claim the land. 

All and su l~dry  go to R)ckl~;v Beach: but  only 
Government is preparecl to take the risk to buy 
up all that land. The evcr willingness to relieve 
the financial burdens of property owners has been 
the Government's pnlicy for the past number of 
pears since they hnd tho overall authority of con- 
trolling the public pllrsc without even reference to 
this Chamber. They I1a-ife been I-elieving such people 
of many thing4 such as properties and the like whieh 
cannot go down .to t h e  credit of a people of Barba- 

'dos much less a Government. As I said before it 
mill be bought; everybody knows that. Before i+ 



truth. 
Mr. CIIAIRNAN: They are not taking you 

seriously. 
Tlze question that  this Resolutiolz d o  now pass 

was put amd resolved in t h e  a f f i m t i v e  urithoul 
d,ivisio?~. 
P.25 p.m. 

Hon. Dr. H.  G. CUJfillIATS rose to speak. 
Mr.  CHAIRMAN: If you are going on to the 

next Eesolution I should like to be relieved. 
Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: I would just like 

to do one more. 

Resolution for the Repair of the Refrigerating 
Plant 

Hon. C. E .  TALMA : The next Resolution, Mr. 
Chairman, is a11 omnibus one. 

The various Items have been set out in the 
Bchedule. The sum of $4,224 is for  the repairs and 
overhaul of the Eefrigerating Plant. It is essential 
to vote this money to repair this Plant so that  a t  the 
same time we will have it repaired and kept accord- 
ing to the reconlmendations made by Dr. Fulton. H e  
says that although this Plan is a.n old one it is still 
[in a very satisfactory state a n d  it cian be repaired in 
the manner set out here. The second Item is i n  con- 
nection i i t h  the Agricultural Development Scheme; 
'the third Item is in. connection with the Visiting 
Obstetrician and the fourth Item is in  connection 
with th'e expenses of the Trade Commissoner service 
En Canada. I beg to move that this Resolution do 
now pass. 

11134 
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re:~chccl this Honourable Chamber every%ody knew 
that ~t would be bought. I notice the Hon. Minister 
is relaxed too. But because I have strength, because 
I am frze to do sorncthiag, should I do it even i f  
doing silch a thing doqs not meet with what is ex- 
pected "Z 

I am not worrying about the Sandy Lane mat- 
ter ;  the honourable senior member for the City 
must have only raiscd that issue in  order t o  take 
the focus from the Rocltley Beach proposals. Hon- 
ourable members must have the eommonsense to 
Bnoxv having been in this Chamber for sometime, 
that  one can beat a mat until it becomes too thin. 
The Government should offer to buy a pal% only of 
this Itockley area; the public would still get dowiz 
there. 

I was hoping that one of the lknisters would 
hbve defended the Civil Servants, in  view of the 
fact that the honourable senior member for the City 
claims to be always i n  the know. He claims that  
the person n~ho drafted this ftesolution had twisted 
the truth in the Addendum. I expected that m 
~ r c s e ~ ~ i n g  the fair name of the officers of the Gor- 
ernment some Minister would have pointed out ' thc 
truth of i t  or show where the t ruth lies. The h011- 
ourable member for the City has made a charge; 
hr said that the person who was responsible for 
lr,-ording the Addendum has twisted the truth, and 
as a Govcrninent official has drafted the Addandurn 
sanctioned by the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
the officer should be defended. It would a t  the same 
time allay the feelings which I have as to whether 
they were telling the truth or  fooling the House. 
If  you do not do that I will have to come to the 
conclusion that the honourable senior member for 
the City was right becaus? the Government failed 
tc. defend the officer. All I am Calling Upon the 
Han. Minister to do is to remove the apprehension, 
otherwise I might be tempted to regard the honour- 
able senior member for the City's statement l 

The House of Assembly regret to inform Your 
Excellency of the death of Mr. Alfred Gittens, bheir 
Messenger and Library Attendant, on the 20th 
August, 1954, and respectfully request y o u r  Ex- 
rcellency to send down a Resolution to provide for 
the payment of the sum of $1,2OQ being one year's 
salary to be applied in paying the unpaid balance 
of the Funeral Expenses of the deceased and one 

1 third part of the balance thereof to be paid to Mr. 
Gittens' mother, and the remainder to be paid to the 
mother of Mr. Gittens' two children by equal monthly 
instalments to be applied b y  her for the maintenance 
and education of the said two children. 

As I have already said, this is something nhich 
n e  should have done long ago. I beg to move that 
this Address do now pass. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: I beg to second that. 
The  questiom that this A d d r ~ s s  do now) pass was 

put and resolved in the, affirmative withoxt divisio~n~. 

HOUSE 
-- 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to second that. 
h T h e  questiom thud this ResoEatiom do ~ z o w  pass 

was ;out a,nd resol.ved h t h  
divyisio~~. 

On, the motioqz of Hon. Dr. H. G. H.  CUiilJlINX 
kqecowled by  Horz. M. E. COX, the  C H A I R M A N  re- 
ported the passhy  o f  two E e s ~ l u t i o n s  ini Committee 
of Supp ly  and the, postpoaement of two. 

Mr. 8 P E A K E B  r e s u m ~ d  the  Chair and reported 
acco.rd,in&. 

On motions of liolzl. Dr. H.  G. H .  Ci7i7lN1hTS 
seconded b y  Holm. M. E. COX, 2% emh case, tha 
R e ~ o l z s t i o ~ ~  passed im Committee of Supp ly  wiere read 

first anfd secomd t h a  and agreed to. 

LATE MESSENGER AND LIBRARY 
ATTEPIU'DANT 

.l 
Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMmNS : I am asking hon. 

members to deal with this Address which is in con- 
I 

nection with the late Messenger and Library At- * 
tendant of this House. This is something which Ke 
should have done long ago and which will take merely 
five minutes. T am asking leave to  deal with this al 
Address which is Order No. 14 under the Head 
"Pri-vate Members' Business." 

There being no objection leavle was granted the  
Hmi. Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Social 
Services:-to move the passing of an A a r e s s  to His 
Excellency the Governor relating to the granting of 
a gratuity to the mother and children of the late 
Messenger of the House of Assembly. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: &fr. Speaker, this Ad- 
dress reads as follows: 

House of Assembly 
T o  

His  Excellerjcy the Governor 

ADJOURNMENT 

T h e  Order Paper having $zed, 
Hon. Dr. CUMNINS : I beg to move that this 

Honse do now adjourn until Tuesday next a t  three 
o'clock p.m. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
T h e  question, that  this House do now adjourn 

vnt i l  T w s c h y  mext a t  three o'clock p.m.  as put and 
resolusd im tha a f w m t i v e  without &viswr,  a d  
M r .  SPEAKEE adjozcm~ed th,e Rotcse accordkgly.  
8.40 p.m. 




