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House of Assembly Debates 
(OFFICIAL REPORT) 

SESSION 1954--55 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY tive Committee to supplement the Estimates 1954-55 
Part  I, Current, as shown in the Supplementary 
Estimate 1954-55. No. 44 which forms the Schedule 

Thursday, 3rd March, 1955. 

Pursuant to the adjournment the House of 
Assembly met a t  3 o'clock pm.  today. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker), 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS C.B.E., C-M*, (Minister 
of 80&6 Services), His Honour Mr. A. E. S. L ~ 1 s  
(Deputy Speaker), Hon. M. E. Cox) ((Minister of 
Cornmunicatwns, Works & A m i w ) ,  Mr. L. E.  
SMITH J.P.; (Chtrrirman of Co.nzmittees), Mr. F .  L. 
WALCOTT O.B.E., Mr. T. 0. BRYAN, Mr. F. C. GOD- 
DARD (Leader of Oppositiorz), Mr. J .  C. MOTTLEY, Hon. 
C.  E. TALMA (Minister of Agriculture, L a d s  & Fish- 
sries), Mr. E .  'CV. BARROW B.%., Mr. J .  C. TUDOR 
X.A. 

Prayers were read. 

PAPERS LAID 

By command o f  Excelzency the 
Papers were l ad  as follows:- 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS on behalf of Hon. G. H.  
ADAMS : 

The Civil Establishment (General) (Amend- 
ment) Order, 1955. 

PETITIONS . 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Petition from the Sk. 
Michael's Vestry praying the House to pass a Bill 

-to authorise them to raise a loan to pay new rates 
of interest. 

Petition from the St. Michae17s Vestry praying 
the H m e  to  pass a Bill to authorise them to pay 
rates of Cost of Living allowances. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Governmefit Rodices were given, as foUows:- 
Hon. Dr. C U M M I N S :  behalf of Hon. G. H. 

ADAMS? Resolution to approve the Order entitled 
"The_ Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment) 

\af $2,007 at  the disposal of the Governor-in-Execn- 
Hon. M. E. COX: Resolution to place t,he sum 

+=Order; 195'5. 

to  the ~esolution: 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS on behalf of Hon. G. H. 

&DAMS: Bill to settle the rates of Income Tax for 
the year 1955 and to  make provision for certain other 
matters in connection with the levying of the said 
tax. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
give notice of myi intention to m v e  the House in  
Committee a t  its next meeting to deal with the money 
&solutions of which notice given today. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' NOTICES 

Private members' notices were given as follows :- 
Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: Bill to amend the Ves- 

tries cost of ~ i ~ i ~ ~  ~ l l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
Bill to amend the St. RiZichael's Vestry Loan Act. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

On mations of Mr. E.  D. NOTTLE'Y secottded 
b y  Horn. Dr. GUMMINS a bill to settle the rates of  
Income Tax f0.r the wear 1955 amd to make provision 
for cwtuilz other matters ilz connectwm witlt, the levy- 
Lmg the said tax was read a time. 

On. tihie mot~ion of Hon. G. H.  ADAMS seconded 
by Mr. P. C .  GODDARD a Bill to amend the Ves- 
thes Cost of Living Allowance Act and a Bill t~ 
amend the St. Michael's Vestry Loan Act were read 
a first timie. 

PRIVILEGE 

R e  Newspaper Articles 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before the business of the 
House is begun, I have a pronpuncement to make to 
the Hou*. An article appearing in today's Advo- 
cate Newspaper in my) opinibn, has misrepresented 
the facts as they appear from the debate as to what 
transpired in this House last Tvesday. I am in n u  
way concerned with the private opiniolls of the 
h d e r w r i t e r  of this newspaper, but I do think 
that if such a daring misrepresentation of the facts 
af a debate is allowed to make public appearance i n  
a newspaper, i t  must reflect badly on this hon. 
Chamber. 



Local jurists are divided in opiizion as to whether 
o r  iiot the Speaker of this ancient liuuse has the 
authority to suillnloiis a n  offending journalist before 
it and put hiin on trial;  I am not so much concerned 
with t!lat. I,Vhat l an1 presently coilceriied wltlz is 
this: l an1 calling upon this ancient and lio11ourabl2 
Chamber to insist that if the Barbados Advucatc 
newspaper persists in the misrepresentation of the 
Pacts of the debates that take place in this Chamber, 
that  the Reporters of the Advocale ATewspapcr be 
denied entrance into the precincts of this ancient 
Chamber. I am insisting on this. All hon. members 
will remember that last Tuesday when the hon. junior 
member for Christ Church rose on a matter of privi- 
lege, L craved the opportunity to make certain refer- 
ence as to what was put before me first. Later on the 
same day1 I examined the conventions and I saw 
clearly that they mere i11 no way referring to a mat- 
te r  of privilege, and I told the House so. That hag 
been purposely omitted from the report by the 
Advocate on what took place. Such an omissioll is 
a deliberate attempt to misrepreseizt what liappenr 
in this ancient Chamber; and I sound the warning 
bow that the time is ripe for hen. members to take 
action and give that newsipaper a warning that if it 
persists in makilrg such blaterit nzisrepresentations as  
that which occurred in relation to what took place 
'jn this ancient Chamber last Tuesday, the Reporter$ 
of that newspaper will be denied admittance in tLi+ 
honourable Chamber. 

I-Ion. G. 11. ADBMS: If I am in order Mr. 
Speaker, I j u t  want to say that I did not know you 
were going to say anything of this matter touay. 
With the greatest respect to Your Honour; I want 
to say that you are taking a light view of it. I an1 
preparing to stake n v  reputation as a lawyer and 
member of the I-Iouse on this: there is not the Paint- 
t s t  doubt, no matter what any local jurist may say 
that the Advocate newspaper k guilty of the grossest 
contempt of this House. I make a motion that the 
Editor of the Advocate newspaper be summoned to 
the Bar  of this House to show just cause why he 
should not be censured or otherwise dealt with. 

Hon. M. E. 'COX : I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I am one 

member who hasi raised this point privately with 
yourself and other hon. members. I want to makt~ 
it perfectly clear that not only the Advocate news- 
paper is guilty of this sort of thing, but I humbly 
submit that the paper which the Hon. Premier con- 
trols is also guilty of it. [Applause].  Some weeks 
@go you gave a Ruling and that very newspaper, 
(the Beacon) held Your Honour's position up  to 
ridicule just because your Ruling was not consistent 
with what the iIIiiiisteria1 Bench thought. Of course, 
the Hon. Premier is not responsible for what i&i 
v,~i t ten in that newspaper, but I must say that those 
xvho were responsible for writing that comment which 
I read were guilty of the grosseat miscarriage of the, 
t ru th ;  so i t  appears to me because Your Honour's 
Ruling might not have been consistent with what thr 
Ministerial Bench thou[&t, you were held up  to 
ridicule by that comment. [ 

Mr. Speaker, I quite agree that every hon. mem- 
ber should protest against anything which tends to 
t e  a, blatant disregard for what hon. men~bers say 
5n here by the newspapers in this island, and we' 
have also seen that what one newspaper says today 
hnother newslpaper gives the opposite view tomor- 
p w .  I am veryl glad Mr. Speaker, that Your Hon- 
our has raised this ma,tter; and I mean i t  in  the way 
that it would never have been given the same notice 
as i t  has been if i t  did not come from your high 
office. I am sorry that a matter of this nature would 

involve making any one newspaper responsible or the 
scapegoat for anything; but I say again that there 
are a series, of articles written recently in newspapers 
other than the Aclvocaite which challenged your rul- 
ang, and your very psrtiallty, which to my mind is 
more serious th-a cllalieng~rig your ruling; because 
pny Speaker is likely t u  rule in a way which would 
hause someone to disagree with, that Rudiizg; you: 
disagree with judges for that matter. 

I have said all that hir. Speaker, becauae l quite 
agree with all that you have said about your oiiice, 
but I am not singling out the Advocate for any ridi- 
cule. 

Mr. E. W. BARROW : It is indeed unfortunate 
that Your Honour has chosen this occasion to speak 
on this matter (when you are in the invidious posi- 
tion of being judge and jury of your own case) to 
draw to the attention of this hon. Chamber some- 
thing which hon. members hhve persivteiltly drawn 
to the attention of this House; if not in a direct 
hzanner in an indirect manner. I entireiy agree with 
Tour Honour that although we believe in the free- 
dom of the Press aiid the freedom of speech, there 
must be a .  strict line of demarcation between license 
and abuse. I hare already drawn to Your  honour'^ 
attention directly that the offending newspaper in  
particular was in the habit of mi.srepresenting the 
debates in this honourable Cliamber by omitting 
speeches of certain hon. members whose views were 
pot consistent with the shareholders of that company 
which publishes that journal. Your Honour knows 
that that newspaper has desisted f ronz publishing 
anything that was spoken by me in this Chamber or 
in the C'ourts of Law in this Island. I cel-tainly 
consider it, (with all due deference to thc  M a d a l  
(of this Chamber) a very gross breach orfi privilege, 
a privilege which Your Honour claims a t  the open- 
ing the Session to no less a person than the officer 
edministeriiig the Government of this colony. You 
claim that the fairest construction should be put on 
our Debates. Your Honour well knows that th'at news- 
paper which not only sometime ago refused to  pub- 
lish any of my speeches in its columns for a long 
tiizie, has only1 recently distorted versions of my 
temarks. 

Now Your Honour is also well aware that cer- 
tail1 members of the Government are connected with 
another weekly newspaper even though they have 
8ssumed Ministerial Office. 
3.35 p.m. 

The honourable ,junior member for St. Peter 
\vho has the honour to represent the same parish as 
Your Rononr, has drawn this state of affairs to Your 
Honour's atteiitioii. and has even given notice that 
if necessary he will dram i t  to the attention of the 
Oscc r  admiiijrtnri~lq the Governr~eizt of this 
colony; aiid on s s  era1 oceasioiis when certain ques- 
tions were aslied which even the Hon. Ministers 
did not feel disposed to answer or the answers to 
which thev were completely innocent of any know- 
ledge, the honollrable senior member for St. Thomas 
has stated in this Chaniber not even Sotto Voce:  " 1 
am not answering you in here: I will answer you on 
Saturday in the newspaper!" and we know that 
articles have appeared in that newspaper attack- 
ing hono~~rahle members and putting the worst pos- 
sible constructioil on debates; and Your Honour 
unfortaately did iiot elect to make that  an  occasion 
of our raising the matter of privilege. I entirely 
agree with Your Honour that misrepresentations 
are made in the newspaper of which you have com- 
plained. Up to last week's edition of that  news- 
paper a t  least three honourable members can say 
that they saw directly the opposite-not merely 
omissions of the statements made in this House by 
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honourable members. The reports in that  news- 
paper are neither fair nor accurate; I would not 
like you to pursue this matter on this particular 
occasion, because the newspaper which is affiliated 
with the same organization as Your Honour has also 
been guilty of gross breaches of the privileges of 
this House; and the most unfortunate feature of i t  
is that  the Prime Minister i t  was alleged a t  one time, 
was paying the sub-Editor out of his own pocket; 
and therefore, the Prime Minister must be held re- 
sponsible for  any article which appears in that 
newspaper. All the columns of that nmvspaper 
have been completely devoted riot to educate the 
people of this colony or to drawing to their atten 
tion that they are being exploited, or to trying to 
show how they should organise themselves, but to 
delivering the most vituperative attacks on mem- 
bers of the same party and very seldom the meic- 
bers of the Oppositioli. That is felt throughout thc 
zountry; and both the cars of the honourable senior 
n:ember for St. Thomas and the honourable senior 
member for S t .  Joseph especia,lly on Friday nights 
and Wednesday are seen a t  the office of that news 
paper shortly before the newspaper goes to print. 
There are other neu1spapers in this colony i t  is true, 
but we will hardiy hold them responsible. One re- 
prints everything from tile Advocate, and they are 
c-ondemned also 'because of their slavish copying of 
c~erything which appears in that newspaper, there- 
fore nobody will take thine seriously; however I must 
reiterate that it mlould be most nnfortunate in view 
of ~ v h a t  has takell place. Every menlber in the 
Chamber knew and i t  $vas a subject of comment by 
the senior member for St. Thomas who 13ras writing 
for the Beacon, and the Premier knew it, that that 
newspaper completely banned anything which was 
said by me in this Chamber and was thereby guilty of 
misrepresentation of the proceeding of this House. 

I cannot support the motion made by the senior 
member for St. Joseph, because I have decided to 
take action on my own initiative against the par- 
ticular newspaper, and I do not want anybody to 
fight my battles for me. I do not want to say any- 
thing more about that matter because i t  nlay be 
~ u b  judice. I must clraw the attentioil of the Officer 
administering the Government of this Colony to 
-the remarks made by the honourable senior mem- 
ber for  St. Thomas that he was not going to answer 
anything in this Chamber but he would answer it 
in the Press, and the absolute, insulting, vitupera- 
tive comments made in the nevrspaper with which 
he is actively associated quite contrary to the Con- 
stitutional conventions of a democratic country. I 
am glad that Pour  Honour- 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Ol1 a point of Order; I 
want to reply- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the honour- 
able member can reply now. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I am speaking on a poirlt 
of Order. 

M ~ .  SPEAICER: s ta te  your point of order. 
R. G, ~ ~ p p :  ~h~ honourable member 

has said repeatedly that on numerous occasiolls I 
said that I did not intend to reply to questiolls 
which are asked in this House, but that I will take 
it up in the newspaper. I alll asking the honour- 
able member to quote one occasion on which I have 
made use of these remarks. 

Mr .BARROW: I will produce evidence when 
I get into a Court of Law. Every honourable mem- 
ber knows that what I have said is perfectly t rue;  
I am not p~epared  to itemise the number of times 
on which the honourable member said it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I counsel the honourable 
melllber to speak more directly on the matter; and 

3, 1955 - 633, -- 
m y  relations between himself and ally other mem- I 
ber may be discussed on another occasion. 

Mr. BARROW: I thank you very much. If 1 I 
had not been interrupted by the honourable mem- 
ber, I would have kept more strictly to the matter i 
which is before the House a t  present; but  I wonder 
how the honourable member in all seriousness and 
in the face of all the membtrrs sitting here and hear- 
ing him on numerous occasions-When I said on 1 
auillerous oocasions I was giving an  indication of 
plurality I really meant on inore than one occasion; 
I did not mean that the honourable member has 
%clopted i t  as a general policy not to answer any 
cii~estion; but in due deference to you sir, 1 will 
leave this matter aside. However, i t  does seem 
that the honourable member should not be subscrib- 
ing to the editorial columns of the newspaper after 
he has assumed Ministerial office; and  hat is 
much worst, that the honourable nleinber should be 
comm;tting such grave breaches of the privilege 
of this ho~iourable Chamber by placing the wolst 
possible construction on the debates of this Cha:n- 
her-a privilege which Your Honour claims a t  tile 
very outset of the Session. 

Xow Your Honour, I do not want yon to feel 
that ill ally matter which affects the working of 
the delllocratic machinery and the preservation of 
our constitutional rights, that when matters of such 
din1ensi0ns-- 
3.45 P.nl. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The honourable member will 
rrmeinber that he is not giving me any suggestions; 
he is speaking on a motion. I have plainly told the 
Honse 111~; position and what I expect the House to 
do. 

Mr. BARROW: I was specific. I do not want 
Your Honour a t  all to have the impression that you, 
Fir, being the guardian of our rights and privileges, 
would not have my active and personal support 
when any issues of this nature and magnitude arise. 
But I must repeat that  I consider it most unfortun- 
ate ill vien- of the history of the relations between 
the Press of this colony and this Chamb~r ,  that  
Your Honour should have elected this particular 
occasion to draw i t  formally to the attention of the 
honourable members. Therefore Mr. Speaker. I 
think that just as  effective a method would be for  
me to lllove that a Selept Committee b e  appointed 
to consider and report on the offending article. 

That is a motion I am making; and I do hope 
that if that amending motion is carried, the Select 
Committee will not consider its terms of reference 
to be ill ally way inhibited by the wording of the 
motioll itself; and that the Committee will consider 
the general attitude of the Press of this island to 
debates of this honourable Chamber, especially 
during the Session which is now in progress, and 
e;peeially since the inception of Ministerial Status. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, may I take 
this opportunity of associating myself entirely with 
the sentiineilts which you have seen fit to express 
in conilection with the behaviour and concluct of 
the newspapers, and the very frequent rwrehensi- 
ble attacks which they make upon members of the 
Legislature when they happen to disagree with 
those members, and particularly in connection with 
any sentiment which may have been expressed or 
which was expressed in any newspaper whatsoever, 
which is disrespectful or in any way contenlptuous: 
of the dignity of the Chair of this Assemb1)-. 

I regret that I have not perused the article to 
which you have referred; but I feel i t  is in~-~!n~bent  
upon me to support the septiments which you have 
expressed, since ? am of the opinion that the Chair 
, is to be regarded with the dignity which 1cu.t a s  
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attached to the Chair of an  ancient Assembly such as 
this. As a matter of fact Sir, the honourabl: and 
gallant member for St. George has referred to the 
acts of omission of a section of the Press, and that 
Sir, in my view is almost a s  deplorable a s  the com- 
missions which are so frequently perpetrated and 
perpetrated by the Press. Whatever may be the 
grievance or the course of dissatisfaction which 
may exist betneen certain members a t  the Press 
table and a member of this House, to +all< Sir, of 
=eluding his name and his speeches from the Press 
for twelve months and sending him to twelve 
months' oblivion, is the sort of thing which would 
never happen in any civilised community or in any 
community where there is more than one daily 
newspaper. This is arrogance which is due to the 
fact that there is only one daily newspaper; and also 
that newspaper regards itself as  being favoured by 
the Government, being in  the capacity of doing the 
Government printing in this island. It seems that 
they feel that they may do as they like with im- 
punity. 

As you have reminded the honourable and 
learned member for  St. George; you have made yocr 
statement. We all appreciate i t ;  and I have no 
doubt that you will uphold the sentiments ex- 
pressed; but when i t  comes to supporting the mo- 
tion of the honourable and learned member for St. 
Joseph, I will say firstly, ad I have often heard him 
say, it has been sprung upon me and I presume that  
i t  has been also sprung upon Your Honour. 

From what I could take down of the motion 
which the honourable member made, i t  was that you 
summon the Editor of the Advocate hel'orc the 
Baggage House to show cause why he should not be 
~ensible! That is what I understood the Premier 
to say;  and i t  may be due either to my hearing or 
the a,ccoustic. properties of this buildi1:g if that was 
not what he said. I would not support thi,; ~nlotion 
as it stands; firstly, because although the honour- 
able member would stake his reputation as a law- 
yer that this can be done, as I am still in  practice, 
I will not stake mine as to whether i t  can be done. 
[Laughter]. 

I am not a t  all convinced that i t  can be done; 
we can summon him but if the summons is dis- 
obeyed, I do not know what is the equivalent in 
Barbados to the Tower of London. I am not saying 
that  I cannot be convinced, because a la~vyer is 
always open to be convinced; but for me to de- 
cide now that we have a power which I do not agree 
that we possess, I could never be expected to sup- 
port such a motion. I n  any event Mr. Speaker, even 
if we had the power, i t  ~vould be necessary as an 
indispensible pre-requisite that we be supplied as 
a Chamber, (quite apart from what some of us may 
have read or seen) with a copy of the article or ar- 
ticles in respect of which (I presume it is in  respect 
of a specific article) which is not before us, and of 
which ri-e cannot take judical notice even if we had 
wad it. 

I have not read i t ;  and I cannot vote for sum- 
moning the Editor to the Bar of this House in re- 
spect of an article which I have not read, and of 
which 1 c10 not have a copy before me. That Sir, is 
my position; and I am submitting that the articles 
should be put in the hands of our cyclo-stylist so 
that  each of us may be supplied with a copy. 

I cannot see my way today to support the mo- 
tion made by the honourable senior member for St. 
Joseph on those two grounds; firstly my lack of 
i ino~~ledqe of what the article contains, and second- 
ly, the fact that I am not convinced (although I am 
not saying that  I cannot be convinced) that we have 
the power to summon the Editor to the Bar of the 

House and compel him to appear in answer to the 
summons. That i t  my attitude in this matter. 
3.55 p.m. 

1Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I am among 
those who believe in the high dignity of a Speaker 
of this ancient and honourable Chamber. YOU are  
elected to that office by the representatives of the 
people who are elected here on popular votes, anu 
should be respected. I am among those who feel 
that despite whatever differences of opinion we have 
with Your Honour, if you err on any matter, you 
have erred in good faith. When you mention this 
article I must plead guilty of being among those 
who due to pressure of business, did not read i t  until 
you mentioned i t ;  I have not had chance enough to 
digest it properly; I have so to speak, just run 
through it. If I understand Your Honour correctly, 
you made reference to misrepresentation of the 
facts as to what took place in this House, in  the 
I~ad ing  article of the Advocate of today. I would 
say that if it were a misrepresentation of a fact, so 
long as i t  was not done with any design to hurt 
or to constitute a 'breach of private privilege as to 
merit the Editor being summoned before the Bar of 
this House (even if we can summon him before the 
House) we should view i t  in that light. T am asking 
Your Honour for guidanc~;  is i t  a misrepresentation 
of fact or is it a criticism? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have told the House that 
i t  was a misrepresentation of fact; owing to its 
omission of the fact that later in the day's sitting I 
made reference to the conventions, and I told the 
House then that i t  had absolutely nothing to do 
with my ruling. I told the hon. junior member for 
Christ Church that he could proceed with the mat- 
ter, and I quoted from May's; therefore, when that 
was omitted from the leading article in  today's 
newspaper, it was the grossest misrepresentation of 
the fact of the debates which took place in this 
House last Tuesday. That article completely ignored 
what happened in the last part of the proceedings 
cf this Chamber at the last meeting thereby giving 
the public an erroneous impression of what took 
place. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTTAET: I quite appreciate Your 
 honour,^ feelings in the matter; but I am prepared 
to say with your permission that I know as a fact 
that when Your Honour had discovered that there 
was some misunderstanding, Your Honour did in- 
timate to the Leader of the Opposition whak would 
be the position. Let us assume that there was an  
omission of the facts; any member of this House 
must appreciate that reporters of all the newspapem 
have periods of work in this Chamber ,and change 
from time to time after working for an hour o r  'so. 
It appears to me, after reading the article in today's 
newspaper that the report of the leaderwriter was 
hased on what took place in  Zhe early part  of the 
day's session, and not what took plaoe later. The 
same reporter who reported the first part  of the day's 
proceedings may not have known of what took place 
i n  the latter part.  

Mr. SPEAKER: Today is Thursday, the Hous? 
met on Tuesday and I made the 'statement on Tues- 

1 day night. 
Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY-Your Honour is correct- 

ing me but I have not finished. I am trying to lead 
up  to the point where if the latter part of your R~lling 
had appeared in the Press and that  journal had re- 
ported the proceedings of the whole matter which w;& 
before the House and this article was then written 
~ t h  that part of your Ruling omitted, I would 
unhesitatingly agree with Your Honour that  that 
was an  omission which was purposely done. I re- 
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peat, if the reporter of the Advocate had taken the 
last part of your ruling which I understand was 
given around 12 o'clock (midnight). 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is saying 
that my ruling was given a t  midnight. He is erring 
again. 

Mr. E. D. NOTTLEY : I do know that Your 
I-Ionour did intimate privately to the Hon. Leader 
of the Opposition earlier what would be your Ruling 
but  when you gave it I had left the Chamber 
already. The Hon. Leader ,of the Opposition said 
that you gave it when the House was about to 
adjourn ; that was about five. minutes to twelve. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I t  was not given a t  five 
minutes to twelve. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I m suggesting that i t  
would be after half pwt  eleven. I want to be quite 
fair  on this matter. 

Mr. VAUGHAN : I rise on a point of Order, 
Mr. Speaker. You made two statements: one soon 
after prayers, and one when the House was about to 
adjourn. Which one do you refer to 4 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am referring to the second 
statement. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The facts are very sim- 
ple. '1 am prepared to uphold and maintain the 
dignity of Your  honour'^ position. I would say if 
the statement which Your Honour made last had 
been published and included, so to speak, in the 
r~ewspaper and the leaderwriter had left i t  ont of 
his article, i t  would seem to be a malicious act. 
4.05 p.ni. 

At  three o'clock in the afternoon the debate 
started and the Minutes will prove that Your Hon- 
our did make a statement to the effect that Y o u  
Honour would have to be re-acquainted with the 
facts of the conventions which might have led up  
'to this matter. If Your I-lonour had gone further 
and had made the Statement to the effect which you 
made to the Leader of the Opposition then and that 
statement was published and this article had carried 
the same tenor, then it would be malicious. A t  
three o'clock in the evening a debate goes on !ast- 
ing until after five o'clock and i t  is adjourned; a 
team of reporters take the report; here in the House 
we have had to get typists' and stenographers t o  
take these notes, because of the vdlume of worlr. 
These newspaper reporters report back a t  the office 
and i t  is that part of the proceeding which appears 
5n the Press; it is from that report that the article 
is written ; there is no Hansard. Between 11.30 and 
12  o'clock Your Honour made a statement; if Your 
Honour could satisfy me that one reporter reported 
that part of Your Honour's statement to the 
-4dvocate, and i t  was wilfully left out of the Press 
and they wrote what we have here - 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is demean- 
ing as if I am entering the debate ; I am not entering 
the debate, I will not be concerned with any in- 
vitation or challenge to enter the debate. I have 
spoken to hon. members and they will act accord- 
ingly. I have already told the House how my posi- 
tion stands. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I am not trying to bring 
Your Honour in any debate; Your Honour has 
made a statement and I take it that.you are granting 
me freedom to express the view which is mine. The 
question therefore in my opinion, is whether what 
Your Honour complains of was a wilful omkion 
and whether we are satisfied that there is ,any malice 
in  it. There are omissions and omissions; because 
some omission seems to have been made which on 
the face of i t  (unless it was right side by side with 
this Editorial) would seem to hold Your Honour 

up to ridicule, it would be rather simple in my 
opinion now that the matter has been brought to 
the notice of this Chamber, and now that i t  has 
been brought to the notice of the Advocate, if they 
should not write that porbion of Your Honour's ruling 
which was made later in the proceedings. Out of 
comnlon decency and hones~y the Advocate i n  my 
opinion, should print that portion, of Pour Honour's 
Ruling and give it similar publicity as this article 
has had. I am one of those persons who believe 
that that would settle this matter; on the other 
hand what is the real, true position ? I do not 
want Your Honour to think that I am i n  a n m a y  
criticising your decision; those of u s  in  public lift, 
must make u p  our minds to submit lourselves to 
public criticism, some of i t  justifiable and some of it 
unjustifiable. What the hon. junior member for St. 
Peter has had the courage to say is what I immedi- 
ately asked; as soon as Your Honour mentioned the 
question, I referred to  the Leader of the Opposition. 
I am not prepared to vote for the motion made by 
the Premier. I am not concerned even with the 
dogmatic way in  which the Premier has put  his 
views; I am not thinking of it from the angle from 
which the hon. and learned senior member for St. 
Lucy has put it, but what I am concerned with is 
v%at the hon. junior member for St. Peter has said. 
I am among those members of this house, and I 
'smile a t  it because on Saturdays when I take up 
the Beacan and I do not see any criticisms of myself, 
I ask myself whether I really went to the House of 
Assembly; that has been going on for the last ten 
years and I have been winning a seat all the time. 

I am not afraid of criticism. When I took the 
Beacgn to task on that octasior~ (ant1 that is milere I 
will have to disagree with th;: Advoct~ie a t  tiuies) 
fLonr Honour reminded the IIonse that it n7as your 
duty to be impartial; m d  on that occasion yonr ilon- 
our ruled in favour of the Opposition ancl against the 
Government ; because Your Honour's Ruling was-- 
4.15 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I would like to inform the 
lion. member that I never ruled against anyone or in  
f ~ v o u r  of anyone else. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I will withdraw that. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: If the hon. member will 

give way, I am perfectly willing to accept the motion 
for a Select Committee. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: But  I am still speaking. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS : It will save time. 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Why did not the hm. 

member think of that just now? I apologise Your Hon- 
our, if what I said appears to mean something diffm- 
eiit from what I intended. What I should have said 
v:as that Your Honour's ruling seemed to be in  agree- 
ment with a motion made by persons outside the Gov- 
ernment's party, the party to which Ybur Honour 
has the misfortune to belong. 

I was surprised when I took the Beacon ug and 
saw the blistering criticism which that paper gave to 
Tour Honour; for that paper, Your Honour was the 
worst man; a little dirty boy who did not know any- 
thing about being Speaker. That is the kind of at.ti- 
tud adopted in the Beacon, in the newspaper run by 
the party to which you belong. 

I have told the Advocate and everyone, that the 
Speaker, impartial as he is, kaows that I do not take 
a flogging sitting down, and he has got to keep me 
in check a t  times; I do not object to that ;  i t  shows 
respect of character. Bu t  because Your Honour on 
that occasion had to give an opinion ccblztrary to the 
members of the Government, they took the Bemom u p  
and blistered you. 

I feel, Mr. Speaker, that the Advocate should be 
. called upon t o  publish side by side with the article; 



the actual ruling which Your Honour gave after 11 
o'clock last Tuesday night, that would be fair, and, 
would meet the situation. I f  the Advocate came out 
with any dishonest misrepresentations of the facts of 
what took place in  here, I would be the first to say 
we must call upon them. I do not know what the legal 
luminaries will tell us ; I do not know whether we caal 
call upon the Advocate or not; and therefore, I am 
not prepared to talk about summoning the Editor: 

A few weeks ago the Advocate in their leading 
articles seemed to be against the Goven~imeat; a few 
weeks before that, they seemed to be in  favour of the 
Government. If this particular case had occurred be- 
fore the Editorial dealing with the Minister of Com- 
munications, the Premier would not have said what 
he said today. I am not getting into any political 
vendetta with any of them; I see the wisdom in the 
withdrawing of the Premier's motion. 

I am going to be as strong as this: I think that 
the Advocate should be honest enough to publish Your 
Honour's Ruling which they have not published; and 
then the general public would see that Your Honour 
held the scales evenly in the entire matter. There was 
nothing wrong in Your Honour saying that you were 
not acquainted with the facts, and that therefore, 
you should be given time to so acquaint yourself. In  
addition, Your Honour like an  impartial Speaker 
said, these are the facts and the hon. member should 
be allowed to go on. If some reporter of the Advocate 
in the House at the time failed to report that Ruling, 
do not lay blame on the Advocata as an organization. 

I am not always able to read the paper every day; 
only last night I got a telephone message asking ine 
how I could say that at  St. Michael Girls' School a 
girl of 21 years was teaching a class of 80. What 1 
had really said was, that in St. Michael, I l~iiow a girl 
around the age of 21 who was teaching a class of 
around 801 children. 

I know Your Honour well enough to beliere that 
you would not take umbrage at' fair criticism; this 
occasion has served a good purpose to bring this to 
the notice of the House. Do you know Mr. Speaker, 
how often people come to me and say that the Advocate 
seems to ~ e p o r t  e-verything that the Premier and cer- 
tain Ministers do? That is a matter for them. Sonlc 
peopla say that the Advocate is a labour organ; that 
is a matter of opinion; therefore, I am surprised at  
that attitude adopted today. 

I am inclined to agree with the 11011. senior mem- 
ber for St. George that a Select Committee could find 
out whether the reporter who took the Ruling report- 
ed  i t  to the leaderwriter, who wilfully r,efused to 
publish those facts which were staring him in the face. 
If it were proved that that is what happened, I would 
be the first person to join in the battle; I would be 
the first person to do that, iC the Advocate's Editor 
maliciously criticised you. I am speaking about fair 
criticism-because you are there to be criticised, and 
this Chamber is here to be criticised; all public mer?. 
must be criticised. But  if I thought that the Advocate 
llewspaper would maliciously and wilfully misrepe- 
sent the facts ( I  see i t  differently from the Premier 
and other hon. members) and hold you up to ridicule 
I would join in  the battle. Because just as I told 
the Governor or the Colonial Secretary that I would 
not stand for you to be reduced to the level of Police 
Commissioner when Royalty came here, I would not 
stand for you to be ridciculed by the Advocate 
because of what you are in this day of, dispensation 

While I say that I am not standing for any non 
sense; I am not agreeing with anyone to summon the 
Editor t o  the Bar of the House ; let us look a t  things 
fairly and squarely. I will second the motioi~ made 
by the hon. senior member for St. George that a Se- 

lect Committee be appointed to go into this matter. I 
will repeat that this discussion should have done some . 
good especially to the Advocate. Reporters will no 
doubt realise after this that when they are sent in 
here, if they take something out of the proper con- 
text the facts must not be misrepresented; they will 
realise that they must work in harmony and co-opera- 
tion with each other. 

I am sure that Your Honour will always be as  
approachable as you are now unlike some other hon 
members who have got their heads swollen; and any 
Reporter who does not understand well anything you 
have said, can telephoae you at  your home or at  your 
office and you will put him right upon any important 
statement of fact. 

I am sure that you still occupy that same humble 
posi~tion in thought, although you are exalted to this 
very high position in this ancient Chamber. 
4.25 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I rise on a point of Order. Mr. 
Speaker, if I understand correctly, the hon. member 
has seconded a motion accepted by the Mover of the 
substantive motion. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : With the greatest respect 
Tour Honour, I did accept that motion and I did so 
at that moment to save time. I am not prepared to 
accept it now. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: I can go on talking un- 
til morning; this is my mouth. The hon. member is 
saying, because you did not do so and so-He cannot 
put me across his legs and strap me ! 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am appealing to the hon. 
member to concern himself with the motion. I would 
exalt this Chamber to confine their reillarks to the ino- 
t i o ~  and do not allow any matter from any hon. mem- 
ber to thwart their speeches on the matter. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, it is really 
pleasant to hear Your Honour say so. When one's 
ire is raised, one sometimes think i t  is better to flash 
things out. There is no reason why because the Hon. 
Premier said he was going to accept something and 
I did not sit immediately, that he should have adopted 
that attitude; that attitude cannot work over herc ; 
it can only work with the people who depend on 
the Premier for a living., 

Sir, I feel i t  would be infinitely better for a Com- 
mitee to go into this matter. Let us face facts; I am 
dealing with preventing reporters from coming into 
the House. Now you have one daily newspaper in  
this country; and you can say a t  least that i t  brings 
the facts, and i t  is impartial. If you go the length 
to say you are denying the reporters of the daily 
newspaper from coming into the Eouse of Assembly, 
who are you hurting? You are hurting nobody else 
but the general public. I am of the opinion that 
some people seem to get drunk with power and have 
an inflated sense of their own ; we must respect other 
people's opinion. We must respect some people for 
their age and some for the position which they oc- 
cupy in life. I say again, if you go the length to say 
c10 pot have any reporters of the only daily news- 
paper coming into this House of Assembly, i t  would 
be a sorry state of affairs for Barbados when only 
the Beacon starts to publish the reports. Fortunate- 
ly for the general public, there are only four hundred 
copies per issue of that newspaper published; and of 
that number n e a ~ l y  two hundred are given away! It 
is with great respect to your position that I say we 8 

should not go a t  any such length. And i t  is now, I 
have been told by members of the public that they 
actually depend o n  the Other Place to know the true 

1 state of affairs as to what is going on in this coun- 
t r y ;  that has been told to me on more than one occa- 1 sion. Especially do they like to see published whae 
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has been said by the Chief Secretary who takes charge necessary apology made a t  the necessary lime allJ iq 
af Government Business ill the Other Place. YOU the necessary place. We can pass any m o t i ~ ~  me like; 
know &fr. Speaker, that on such occasions, you see but we do not want to pass any lnotioll which would 
statements made in this Chamber and in the Other not be effective. There is no method of summoning 
Place you see tlze Chief Secretary inakiilg statements the Editor before the Bar of this House, if I am 
of another sort. right; and we will be utter fools if we were to pass 

Under the circumstaaces Mr. Speaker, (and I am a motion saying that we will summon somebody before 
sure yon have confidence in the views which 1 express) the Bar of the House. I presume the Harshal would 
1 am going to support the inotlon for the setting up bc the person whom you would send; I do not know 
of a Committee to go into this matter. Finally before if would send a writ or a letter; and then when 
I sit, what will the general public say if we summon the l\iZax%haJ got down there a t  the Advocate he would 
the Editor of the AcFvocate here for the omissioil of be told to scamper out, and we would look like fools. 
something, and fail to summoll the Editors of the Therefore, I say let us  go slowly on this matter; if i b  
BeacoN to come to the Bar of this House for making can be done, let US have the discussion after we have 
greater errors relative to Your office? I looked UP the matter and deal with it in due coume 
have heard on a n  occasion that somethillg was pub- and maintain. the dignity of the House. If  we find 
lished ill the Bencort with regards to your Hollour that something has been done with which we do not 
and &at you had an absolute case of libel. [Mr. if it has been moved that we go to a select 
SPEAKER: rphat is not the only I know Committee with this matter, I think that that would 
that. If the ilewspaper were the Advocate, presum- be the best way to with it. If the 
ing that that company would be able to give some- were advised that they had %he right to summon 
thing for damages, Your Honour u~ould have taken people the IZar the I-1°use7 ilkStead of our haste 
action, but unfol.tunately, the little Beacoqz h a  abso- a"d anger doing somethillg which might be T?irong, 

lutely to give, and that is why you allowed be doing things c a d m l ~  and de1ibe4ate1~; 

that libel to pass by. Mr. Speaker, I am seconding having given i t  due consideration, and having evi- 
dence as to whether or not there is any excuse or  the motion that this matter be referred to a Select which be made for any misrepresentation Committee. ~ h i c h  has taken place. I hope that we will do it i n  Mr. E' IL. WALCoTT : 'lr' I was not that way, that we will deal with the matter in due h u e  at  the beginning of this session, so I did not really ; ,that is all I add at this stage. I do not hear what motion was put ;  but 1 nndei-stand i t  to be ilitend to enter any displlte; I do not think we should a motion for the summoning of the Editor of the ilLSiSt on airing views one way or another which will 

Advocate to the Bar of this House. Well, like the I,t do us or the island any good. I do not %hink it 
hon. senior member for St. Lucy, I hesitate to give ,,, do any harm if we have a committee appointed a n  opinion when I have had no chance to refresh my to deal this matter in due course. 
memory on things which were dealt with a few years Mr. LEWIS : I think in view of the fact that the 
ago; but to my knowledge we have no POweT to do first motion has not been withdrawn or substituted 
that. You l%41 find that I am right in saying, if You for the original motion and merely a n  amendment has 
l ~ o k  up  law books on Colol1ial Legislatures, you will 
see that the power of summoning to ,the Bar of the 
House is 2ex et  consuetudo parlianzenti, and does not first thing I would like to say is that it is belollg to a Colonia1 Legis1atnre. It Only belongS to nfortunate that while we are discussing this Great Britain alone. 
4.35 p.m. nd naming a particular man, that this man is 

1 would 11aturally like to E!f,?esh my memox-Y on 
tliat; 1 know that nobody has ever been summoned 
tc. the Bar of this House in niy time which dates back 
to 1925. = would like It0 look up  this matter; if 
colonial Legislatures want to add powers such as this, 
these powers must be included in their Act, and the 
only Section which we have is Section 59 of the 
Representation of the Peoples' Act 1901-1 which 
says this :- 

"If any person who on any CKXasion whatsoever 
clay appear before the General Assembly shall mis- 
behave himself towards the said Assembly or any of 
tile members thereof, either by uttering any unhand- 
some language or otherwise, during the sitting of such 
Assembly, the Speaker of the said Assembly shall have 
and hereby have full power and authority to 
every such perkon to Glendairy Prison . . . . 9 9  

That is the power which we have. We have not by which we could uphold 
got with us Mr. Caddie who used to act as Librarian office and uphold your own 
of the House, otherwise he would be able immediately follow anyone and do any- 
to put his hand 011 the case of Allan Croney in  which d be running the risk of 
case the H~~~~ complains of some equivalent to libel iculous. If the hon. senior 

was written by M ~ .  c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  I am speaking illing to risk his repatation 
off the record ; but 1 'think what the House did was ing to risk my reputation 

draw the matter to the attention of the Law Officers 
of the Crown and the Government, and asked that 
they investigate th'e question as to whether or not 
some member or members of the Assembly had been 
libelled in some written document; and in that  case, 
tcl .take the necessary criminal action. I think that 
the matter went to the Court of Grand Sessions for 
Criminal libel and i t  was settled, I think, by the 
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and not go into cases in  which the hon. seni6r member 
for R. Josepb is presumed to have offended against 
the dignity of the Chair. 

Mr. LEWIS: There are instances on 
where you have had to threaten action as a result of 
offences by the hen. member. There are many in- 
stances surrounding this by which you would look 
riiiiculous, apart f m m  the fact that we might not 
have the power to send for the Editor. The hen. 
senior member for St. Joseph has influenced a weekly 
attack on the members of this House through an organ 
that has persisted in a remark that he himself with- 
drew. 

What has really happened to this House is that 
there have been attacks on the Speaker' and the mem- 
bcrs of the Isouse, which we have been too slow in 
taking up as members of the House ; we do not regard 
an attack upon you or upon a member of this House 
as  an attack upon this House. Your Honou)r has 
been refused admission into a Hotel in Berniuda and 
the people of British Guiana took it u p ;  we did not. 
When a similar thing happened to the Premier he was 
surprised that it was not taken u p ;  but it should 
have been taken up by him. The Pdemier has been 
suspected in the U.S.A. as being a Comimunist and 
has been grabbed and thrown out by the immigration 
authorities, and this House sat tight and did nothing 
about it. [A MEMBER: Because we knew i t  was 
true !] [Laughter.] 

Mr. SPEAKER: Asides of levity can be appreci- 
ated a t  times; but when an hon. member is seriously 
debating a matter, I would not like him to  be inter- 
rupted by such asides. 

Mr. LEWIS : This is a very serious matter. No 
political diffepences or any other considerations should 
divide this House when i t  is fighting for members 
who have been attacked. The Hon. Premier claims 
t o  be a constitutional lawyer and to have great know- 
ledge ; when an  attack was made on one of the servants 
of this Government by the Head of the Adnlinistra- 
tion, the Hon. Premier told this House that i t  had no 
light to send for witnesses in the case of Colonel 
Duke. He was  roved to be wrong; if he were wrong 
on that occasion, he may be wq'ong now. It did nob 
s ~ i t  the hon. member on that occasion to offend the 
Governor or the Colonial Office. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMs: I was even in the 
icland when the Colonel Duke affair took place. When 
6 u b e q u e n t l ~  there was of the Committee send- 
&g for witneses etc., I remained 

LEWIS : If I had thought that he was going 
to deny that, I have brought the debate and 
read i t  to him. As I take it, the purpose of this debate 
is to protect you and find out what rights the House 
has. There are members of this H o w  who when 
one particular newspaper attacks "A" or "B," 
other members who a,re of different polibical com- 

and who disagree politically with those who 
have been attacked, glory in the attack ; I have seen 
it happen week after week. 

There are many things that should be taken up 
by responsible members of the IIouse like the Premier 
and the Leader of the House; but they are not taken 
u p ;  they believe that we can concede our rights and 
then regain them in the distant future. That is dan- 
gerous. I am willing to support this matter, but :! 
\vould counsel Your Honour respectfully; and T 
would with due deference suggest to Your Honour 
that you should hand a copy of that newspaper to 
the Clerk so that i t  can become a document of the 
Hcuse; I would like to seq that done. I remember 
that on previous occasions a Speaker of this House 
compIained about an article in a newspaper and he 1 
cut the a~t ic le  out and handed i t  in. It was pointed 
out that that was a wrong thing. 

HOUSE 

Mr. Speaker, I read the article early this morning, 
an~d I can see _where the misrepresentation was made; 
but I must say, that I myself know of extenuating 
0:rCumstanCes such as one reporter being here a t  one 4 
time and another coming later on and not following 
UP what took place. I t  is C a r e k ~ ~ n e ~ ~ ;  and i t  is verp 
unfortunate that we only have one daily newspaper; 
"'any of the other newspapers have no reporters and 
tlley have to take clippings from the daily newspaper 
and reprint them. 
4-55 P.m. 

I do think that a word to the wise would be 
sufficient; and if i t  is drawn to the attention of the 

of the newspaper, that he h- lllisrepresenkd Y 
YOU ( m d  that is the concensus of opinion in this 
I-Iou~s~ that he did make omissions) i t  would serve a 
useful P u r P m .  After all, that is not the only news- 
paper that has misrepresented you or which has put  
a different construction on the debates in this 
House; there are ether misrepresentations made by 
other newspapers which are very bad indeed. b' 

I am glad to say that Your Honour will stand - 
exonerated from blame, when reference is made to "t- 
$he Hansards of this House. 

We cannot expect to have freedom of speech 111 

this Hous~e, and not to expect to have somebody give11 
freadom of critihsm; and i t  is a fact that the Presu 
has a great aesponsibility to the public. I do fe.1 
that the imposition of any restrictions on the Press, 
except for decency and honesty, would place a brake 
on our proper representation of the people; and for 
that reason, I am going to support the amendment. 

I am going to suggest, if the honourable Mover 
and Seconder of the amendment would accept it, that 
a comprehensive survey be made by the Committee , 
perhaps that may come out of the matter, therefore 
I wi41 not press it. Sir, I am sorry that this debah 
has taken the House so long to decide one way or 
the o t k ,  but I am goiing to appeal to 
members, if they have an interest in the dignity of the 
Chair of Mr. Speaker, that they will in fairness to 
themselves investigate the position and see how the 
ii can be remedied and do nothing to show them- 
selves up. * 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Speaker, the only reasoil 
why I would impport the amendment is if it were 
amende\d to include the Editor and the Associak 
Editor of the B ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , .  because that llewspaper 
consistently attacked members of this House and 
has eve11 libelled them; i t  has even questioned your 
Ruling as Speaker. Because of that, i t  would not 
be fair to single out the Advocate and leave out that 
newspaper. 

There are two offending points in the article in  
question; one was due to ignormee, because apparent- 
b' a reporter failed to report the ~ u l i n ~  given by 
your  Honour just around midnight, and the other Lr 
W a  due to a mistaken idea of Your Honour's ~os i t i on  
with respect to privilelge. Your Honour is quite 
e m ~ o w ~ e d  to ~ 9 s t ~ o n e  any such privilege in order 3 
to acquaint yourself with the facts concerning ~ t ;  
but apparently the Leaderwriter of the A d v o c a t ~  
was of the opinion that the motion should have been 
dealt with. . . 

There is no doubt about it, the sound logical and 
sound appeal made by Your Honour a t  the beginning 
of the debate would have ensured the s u p ~ o r t  of 
almost every single member of this House; but un- 
fortunately, as has been said before, as soon as the 
honourable senior member for St. Joseph entered 
the debate, the whol,~ tenor has changed. Sir, pou 
have seen on the floor of this Honse no honourable 
rn~mber who has so persistentlv and nn~onstitution- 
ally challenged your own Ruling as he has: he has 
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refused on many occirsions to give way to your Ruling. l a student's book, but which is now useful even Lo I As a matter of faet, within living memory, he has been grown up students : "Colonial Legislatures are nat 
the only honourable member in this Chamber to be cndowed with privileges of the British Parliament." 
named for refusing to obey a Speaker; SO for him Mr. CRBWFORD: Is the honourable member 
to be insisting on strict observance of the rights of prepared to make that d o m e n t  a document of the 
this Chamber is just a farce. I know that one time House? 
he was quite willing to risk his reputation as a lawyer Mr. SPEAKER: It is already the property of 
and summon the Editor to the Bar of the House, the House. 
yet a little laaer he withdrew that motion and Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The trouble is not that 
accepted an amendment; now he has changed; and honourable members do not know a lot of th iqs ,  
I 8itrongly susplect that it is due to the fact that but a e y  know them wrong. When the Speaker of 
there is a certain numerical addition to the voting ;the House goes to the Governor at the Opening of 
strength of members of the Gowernment in this Parliament and lays claim to the rights and privi- 
House. I strongly believe that he was willing to leges of the House, he says he is laying claim to the 
risk his ~eputation, beetuse the Editor of the ancient privileges of the House: freedom from 
Advocate has since diedJ and therefore we would be and so on. The same thing happens in the British 
sending for a corpse. It matters not to him whether Parliament, this means that there ape certain rights 
we are legally empowered to make the Editor appear. gnd privileges which all Legislatures are entitled to 

Now, Sir, I am strongly lentitled to the view in ordier that they may functim properly. There 
exprewd by the honourable junior member for St. are a lot of precedents affecting colonial privileges 
James; that if t h  Barbados House of Assembly over a number of years in which opinions have been 
had any such power, it would have been put in the given Q to what colonial Legislatures can do and 
Representation of the People Act or some such Act. what they cannot do. You will find that an opinion has 
It is well known that both Houses of Parliament been given as to the Legislature of Barbados; you will 
(the House of Commons and the House of Lords) find opinions given as to whether Jamaica or Bar- 
have the power to summon people to the Bar, but bados is to do such and sueh a thing. The Legislature 
this House has not that power, and I have been of this colony attempted to punish a memhr for not 
ohecking on the mather since this debate started. attending meetings of the House, and the opinion 
What are the constitutional powers of colonial Legis- was then,given that i t  was a high misdemeanour and 
latmes? As the honourable junior member for St. he should be prosecuted; and when the matter went 
James has said, unless we had made provision for it to the Assembly, the Assembly asked the Cro- ta 
in a local Act we have not th'e right to do so. The do the prosecution. You will find another opinion 
constitutional powers of colonial Legislatures are given as to the powers of the House; and in con- 
laid down in the Colonial Validity Acts; and it is aection with the one I have just quoted, the sama 
spwially stated that colonial Legislatures are em- thing was said. I en t i r~e l~  agree with the honour- 
powered to make laws in respect of constitutbnal able melmber who mked has the Speaker the right to 
powers and procedune provided that the laws are send people to prison as the Speaker of the House of 
based in such a mannler and form, as from time to Commons has the right to commit people to the Tower 
time required by any Act of Parliament. Any lamr of London? The answer is "No"; it was not mces- 
pased by a colonial Legislature with fiegard to the sary for a colonial Legidatune to go to that extent. 
power of the Legislature must be equivalent to any We have passed an  Act that the Speaker can corn- 
Act of Parliament. The position is, that any lam- mit a person to prison if hie misbehaves himself in 
regulating the laws of our Legislature, would have the House. You will find hundreds of cases; I have 
to be passed by the Jkgislature itself; and of sourse, Been gross libel in the Advocate; and I wi l l  say that 
we cannot pass any that would be repugnant to any if what has happened here had happened in Eng- 
Act of Parliament. land, the Editor of the Advocate would be in the 

Inasmuch as we have not passed any such Act, Tower of London; but we have not the power to do 
we have not got the power; and if We want that that. He has to (oome into the House and misbehave 
power we must bring in an amendment to the Repre- himself m that Your Honour could commit him to 
sentation of the People Act and give ourselves power prison. All thlese matters have been threshe8d out; 
to do it, which I think we can do. But since the it comes to this: if you did something which was 
British Parliament has it, there is no reason why ally fought out in a Court of Law the Court would say that 
colony which wants it should not give itself the this is necessary and the other thing is not new-. 
right to it. I am not prepared to support the m o t i o ~  No human being could find any authority fpr sayjng 
for summoning the Editor to the Bar of this House, that my motion is out of order. All we are saying 
because I am not satisfied that there is anything which is this : (you can pick up a ''May" and read it) 
enables us to command that such and such a perm11 to question the impartiality of the Speaker is a 
be summoned to the Bar of this 110- and malcel gross mistake, and to slay that he comes down OQ the 
him appear. si& of the Party of which he is or was a member, 
5.05 p.m. is something of which the House must take notice of. 

Hon. G. G. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker, I would not 5.15 p.m. 
have replield if it were not for the fact that although I am saying sir, that unless we are prepared to 
the honourable junior member for St. James did assert the dignity of the Chair, we ade d&ng nothing ! 
say he would like to look up the matter, he yet made L am perfectly willing to meet the offenders half way; 
use of an (expression which seieme to have persuaded we can do that and accept an apology if we like. But 
some laymen of the House absolutely against this unless we are will in^ to assert the dignity of the 
motion. Let us take the question of libel and Chair, we may as well constitute ourselves as a beer 
slander; there are some lawyers who say that a col- garden and not a House of Assembly. .I do not care 
onial Parliament has not got the privilege of free who is offended; let the offenders be punished. 
speech to the extent, that you have to plead that xou This debate has drifted from a specific thing 
have no aboolutie privilege. I have not had the time which Your Honour! has put before the House, i n t ~  
to look up the matter as thoroughly as I would like ; attacking other newspapers and attacking the hon. 
I was looking it up last night. I want to quote the s ~ n i o r  member .for St. Thomas. I am not going down 
last edition on Constitutional Law which used to be that blind alley; I am not running along the lines of 
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that particular tmgentc; all I will say is: as f a r  as 
this matter is concerned, p r t y  politics have nothing 
to do with it. No one should be allowed to offend 
against the dignity of the Home of Assembly, a n  
Assembly which is older than the U.B.A. ; we should 
all join together irrespective of party to  maintain 
the dignity of the Chair. [Cheers]. 

I agree entirely with the hon. junior member for 
the City, who has said, that the article should be 
~ u t  i n ;  but no one reading Ma,y, or Dicey 
or Anson can say that this is not one of those 
things offending against the dignity of t h  Chair, 
and which is gross contempt. You can of course be, 
generlous towards the offenders; but the dignity pf 
the House must be above all other considerations. I 
agree with those who saw that if we can settle this 
amicably, if the offending people can be brought to 
see that  they made a mistake, we on this side are 
willing to meet them half way or more than half way; 
but we will not withdraw from the ppit ion of going 
on record as saying this is the gravest contempt of 
the House, and also saying that the customary steps 
of summoning the Editor should not be taken. 

If  a member of this House were to slander this 
House outside of this Chamber, when he comes to 
take his seat, he could be called upon; and if he did 
not come to the House he could be summoned to come 
o r  a particular day. Mr. Speaker, I have to  keep a 
really ffikm hold on myself not t o  become an insufYer- 
able prig. Let members if they f h d  the time gc 
to their solicitors or their, Barristers, (at  least to some 
Barristers) and let them look up the law and say what 
is the position on the question of privilege in the 
Barbados House of Assembly. Sometimes lawyers 
differ, but what they do not differ on is this: a w -  
thing that is construed as contempt of the House 
and which will prevent the House from exeifcising i t s  
normal functions can Be punished in  any way that  
the House likes. If i t  is something serious, or if i t  is 
something calling merely for m apology that is a 
case of contempt and one that can be punished. Over 
and over again i t  does not reach that stage, because 
the offender says that he did not really mean to be 
contemptuous, that he is sorry, and that he with- 
draws. That happened in  the House of Commoni 
when a lady membea made offensive remarks about 
something that was before the House; she got up, 
apologised and withdrew the remarks, and that was 
the end of that. 

I say again that in thest, particular circumstances 
we would be more than willn g to meet the AcalucrcaI~ 
half way. I am addressing the remarks more to the 
Advocate than to the House; they should see that it 
is the proper thing if this House takes exception to 
something that looks like lowering the dignity of the 
C h a i ~ ,  to say that they are sorry; but I have no in- 
tention of withdrawing my motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  There are two motions before 
the House, the latter of which I will put first. That. 
motion is that a Select Sornmittee be appointed to go 
into this matter. 

Mr. BARROW (Sitting) : May I know what the 
first motion is? 

Mr. SPEAKER : I will ask the Clerk to read it. 
The m o t h  w m  read m follows: thait the Editor 

of The Advacat0 be summonerd to the Bar of the 
House to show m s e  why he sh,ould not be censured 
or otherwise dealt with. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that a Select 
Committee be appointed to go into this matter. Hon. 
members in favour will please say "Aye" and those 
against will please say "No" I think the "Ayes" 
have it. 

Olzl a division calZed fcr the question was put and 
decided in the negative the Houge dividing as pollows; 

"Ayes" : Mr. BARROW, Mr. L ~ w r s ,  Mr. F. L. 

WALCOTT, Mr. BRANCKER, Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. TUDOR, 
Mr. A m ,  Mr. E. K. W A L ~ ,  Mr. E. D. MOTEWY. 
and Mr. GODDARD-(10). 

"Noes : " Mr. SMITJX, Hon. B. H ADAMS, Hon. Dr. 
H. G. CUMMINS, Hon. M. E.  Cox, Hon. C. E. TALMA, 
Ifis. BOURN$ Mr. HOWER, Mi. BRYAN, Mr. J. C. 
MOTWY, Mr. M I ~ R ,  and Mr. VAUQHAN-(12). 

The question that the Editor of the Advc~cata 
be summoned to th? Bar of the House to show carme 
why he should not be censured or otherwise uras put 
and resclved in the aff irmativ~,  the House dividinq 
as follows :- 

Ayes : M r .  SMITH, Hon. G. H.  ADAMS, Hon. Dr. 
CUMMINS, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E .  TALMA, Hon 
R. G. -P, Mrs. BOURNE, Mr: HOLDER, Mr. BRYAN, 
MT. MILLER, Mr. J. C. M O ~ E Y ,  and Mr. VAUGHAN- 
t 12). 

Noes: Mr. BARXQW, Mr. Iimma, Ms. F. L. 
WALCOTT, Mr. BRANCKER, Mr. CRAWNRD, Mi.  TUDOR, 
Nr. A ~ D E R ,  Mr. E. K. WAWOTT, Mr. E. D MOTTLEY,- 
and Mr. GODDARD- (10'). 

Mr. BARROW: I rise on a point of Order, l@. 
Speaker. From my limited resources in  the matter, I 
believe i t  is customary that when such a motion is 
carried, the Marshal of this House is instructed ta 
01-ing the offending person to the Bar of the House 
forthwith, and he has to do i t  a t  a meeting of a House. 
Of course, I speak subject to Your Honour's ruling 
on the point ; if I am wrong, Your Honour will correct 
me a t  the tea interval. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I will look very carefully into 
that suggestion. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that this 
House do now adjourn for half a n  hour. 

Mr. BARROW: I beg to second that. 
Th,e qlhstion was put and, agveed to in th,e affir- 

, mative without division, and Mr. S1PEA.KER 
adjouqned the House accordimgly. 
5.40 p.m. 

On. re-assembling, 

GOVERNMENT NOTICE 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: I ask leave to give 
notice of a n  Address. I am also asking leave to deal. 
with it later in the afternoon. 

There being .no albjectiow &save was gramted thb 
Hon. L71;inister. 

Hon. Dr. H .  G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg 
to give notice of the following Address:- 

THE HOU8E OF ASSEMBLY 

To 

HI8 EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR 

The House of Assembly has the honour to inform 
Pour Excellency that the Debates Committee in  their, 
desire to maintain a reasonable standard in the pub- 
lishing of the Debates of the House require an  addi- 
tional Typist for the month of March to facilitate 
the reporting of the Debates on the Estimates. The 
House accordingly respectfully request Tour Excel- 
leney to send down a Resolutiw for  the sum of $60 
as a month's salary for the necessarCy Typist. 

PRIVILEGE 

Re: Minister of Communications 
Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I regret that od 

the last occasion when I raised the question of privi- 
lege, you delayed your Ruling until later in the night. 



Mrhen you discovered that I had risen on a question 
of privilege you quickly realised that the position had 
completely changed, and after I had sat down, you 
~ i o ~ l d  have permitted other! hon. members to speak 
on that privilege. I do not wish to go over all that  
I said on the last occasion; but in  order that we might 
get on to this question of privilege I think I should 
state the matter in outline again. On the 18th 
January, a Resolution which fell within the scope 
of the Minister of Communications was severely criti- 
eised in Committee, and after a very protracted 
c'ebate, the Resolution was ~ ~ d ~ c e d  by $1 as a matter 
of dissatisfaction and censure on the Minister hold- 
illg that P ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  There was some t~ a 

which had to given you On that very 
~csolution. AS y ~ - ~  will remember sir, towards the 
end, the hon. junior member for St. Lucy moved the 
passing of that Resolution; i t  was seconded by the 
senior for the City and after the Resolution 
got back to the House, i t  was drawn to your attention 
by the ~ i ~ i ~ t ~ d  of social services and you reserved 
your ruling for a further date. I only mentioned 
that to show why we have not taken action before; 
we waited for a pronouncement from someone and 
none came. Today that very Minister moved a &so- 
lution or a Bill under that, portfolio and therefore, 
he still holds office. We were told at the commence- 
merit of the Ministerial System of Government, that 
not, only the House or the Ministers, but the Govern- 
ment would obey _the conventions of Ministerial Gov- 
einment as  existed in  the U.K. It is our understand- 
ing that when a vote of censure is passed on a Minis- 
ter there is not much delay, and there is hardly any 
need for pressure from any quarter in order that that 
Xinister may resign. I will refer to the Speech to 
the two branches of the Legislature from the Head 
of the Addnistrat ion on that occasion; the particular 
matter is on page 3 and I will read i t  :- 

"The ~ i n i s t e *  will be resplonsible.for operating ' 

a Ministerial system of Government in accordance 
with the several Conventions set out O r  referred to in  
the dispatches that were laid before the Legislature 
with my Message No. 25 of 1953. I n  doing so, i t  will 
be incumbent upon them, and upon me as Governor, 
to  follow the constitutional conventions observed in  
the United Kingdom, so far  as these are applicable 
to our local services and to the constitutional position 
in Barbados as it will be under the new system" 

The Speech goes on and I will read i!. I t  says :- 
This means, ilut,er alia, that the Mini'sters will be 

expected to conform to the code of ethics that governs 
the in the united ~ i ~ ~ d ~ ~ ;  and 
I should like to say publicly that i t  took no promp,t- 
ing from me or from hondon to induce M ~ .  Adams 
and the Party he represents to accept the need fod 
such rules of obligation among which I might men- 
tion the rule that a Minister must vacate any official 
post in a Trade Union or the Ilirectorship of a public 
company. ' ' 

That is among the conventions which exist. I 
was drawing the matter to the attention of the 
House, and I had intended taking it further (if it was 
not dealt with here) to the H'ead of the Administra- 
tion and if necessary to the Secretary of Statc for 
the Colonies. 

NOW I am going to state something which [lap- 
pened yesterday and you Mr. Speaker, might probably 
have read it in  the Advlolcacte. I tried to get in touch 
with His Excellency the Governor; I telephoned the 
night before and asked his P'rivate Secretary to call 
me; he did call me, but he could not get me that 
night secause I was here until 12 o'clock. 011 the 
,next morning I got in  touch with him and told him 
that I wanted to see the Governor on Thursday morn- 
ing and I stated mx reasons a s  to why 1 wanted to see 

him, and I also mentioned the delegation which A 

was bringing with me. He told me that there would 
be a meeting of the Executive Committee on Tburs- 
day and i t  was not likely to  make an appointment on 
that day. I said that the matter was a matter of 
urgency, and that  we would be prepared to come on 
Wednesday and we would put  down all that we were 
doing. He telephoned me at my office and a i d  he un- 
derstood that 1 wanted to call on His Excellency with 
a delegation for the purpose I stated. told 
me that i t  would be improper under the new system 
of Government and according to  the conventious we 

following, for a single member or col- 
lectively of the minority Party, to seek a n  interview 
Kith His Excellency on such matters. 1 was taken 
back, because 1 never knew those 
l telephoned agajn and questioned further about 
these new conventiom. I am not a lawyer, I 'lever 

Ibe a lawyer; and for that reason I had to ask 
him to explain further, because I was made to under- 
stand that we had the right at all times if proper 
steps have been taken, to have interviews with the 
Head of the Administration. I even cited recent cays  
since the introduction of M h i ~ t e r i a l  Stat~S-w~iere 
the hone junior member for St. LU~Y, the hen. senior 
member for  St. Philip, the hon. senior member for St. 
;Tohn and another person who is not a member of the 
House, waited on the Governor after a meeting in 
Queen's Park. I t  also occurred to  me that two mem- 
bers of this House (representativs of the parish of 
St. Lucy) sought and were granted an interview be- 
fore the arrival of Princess Margaret, on the subjed 
that 'St. Lucy should Ije included in  the Princess' 
state drive. 
6.25 p.m. 

He informed me that under the new system i t  
was not proper for  him to take a delegation cm this 
matter. I do not pretend to  know these conventions; 
but if the Head of the Administration is going ob- 
serve them as  strictly as that, 1 think there are other 
conventions dealing with the matter that is 
before us .which he should take notice of. I am told 
that the conventions concerning Ministerial Govern- 
merit are difficult to be located in any one place, and 
you ,ay have to cite one case here and have it con- 
tradicted somewhere else, and that parliament to 
put their conventions right md uphold them. 

I t  is my duty as Leader of Opposition to draw 
i t  to the attention of the House and to you as Speak- 
er, that we consider this1 vote t o  be a vote of censure 
on the hon. senior member for  St. Michael, the Minis- 
ter of Communications and that i t  calls for further 
a'!ti0n. 

I n  the early stages of the Ministerial System, we 
all knew as we have heard from the Prem from time 
to time, that we have a very exalted constitution, and 
that we are f a r  above the other Colonial territories. 
This has created an interest f a r  beyond the shores 
of Barbados; I am referring to the matter under 
consideration. We are asout( t o  send the P'remier and 
maybe a delegation to  the sister colony of Trinidad 
very shortly to discuss certain matters of Federation. 
I think that in these early stages, we should be more 
than certain that we observe every convention that  
may apply to  this House and to the Ministers under 
the new system under which we are working. 

Without casting any reflection whatsoever on any 
sister colony or Government, we know what has taken 
place in a neighbouring colony; ( I  will not call its 
came, when I relate the circumstances we will all 
know) reports on certain Ministers were made and 
withheld, and when public pressure wad brought and 
nothing was done, the whole thing degenerated into 



ridicule on the part of the public. We do not wish 
that to happen here. 

I f  the Xnister  is in  his rights and should not 
resign, that is a matter for the authorities; but it is my 
duty to draw to the attention of everyone that we con- 
sider that a breach has taken place. I will ask the hon. 
members who are more able t o  deal with it from the 
legal and the constitutional side to express an opin- 
ion; because this matter has reached alarming pro- 
portions and the public are very disquieted about it. 
I hope that this matter will be taken seriously, and 
that all  members who express a n  opinion on it will 
keep it on the level that I hope is deserving of this 
Chamber. 

I was surprised sir, when we were told yeeter- 
day rather suddenly by the Head of the Administra 
tion through the Ohief Secretary, that he felt i t  im- 
proper for us to wait upon him in this matter. I will go 
further and say that I think the House should know 
that as  I see it, in future not only with matters deal- 
ing with the Ministries but  on any matter, it is un- 
likely that you will have members outside of the 
Government's Party getting an  interview with the 
Head of the Administration; that is how I takel it. I 
do not know if the Head of the Administration is ob- 
serving these conventions i n  some manner which is 
new and strange to us; but I would say that if these 
conventions are to be observed-as rigidly as that, I 
feel that there has been some neglect in observing 
a particular one; which is causing this entire matter 
to exercise the attention of the House and the public. 

I n  the circumstances, Sir, I beg to move that 
the entire matter be drawn to the attention of the 
'I-lead of the Administration. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: On a point of Order. Mr. 
Speaker. Will your Honour repeat what you said on 
the last oceasion? I was under the impression (l am 
c.bsolutely neutral with regard to what you said) that 
I heard Your Honour say you would not allow a ques- 
tion to be put. It was a bit of a surprise to me to hear 
the motion that has just been made in  view of what 
I remember Your Honour to say. 

Mr. SPEAKEB:  I distinctly said that in order 
that a sustained debate be kept up, a formal mction 
would have to be made. Therefore, the Hon. Leader 
of the Opposition had to include some formal motion ; 
but this motion is not one on which a division need 
be taken although other members can speak on it. It 
will be seen from page 389 of May's Parliamentary 
Procedure that- 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : I got that impression 0x1 the 
last occasion; but I quite agree with Your Honour. 
I am not complaining, 

Mr. LEWIS : Speaking on that point of Order, 
Sir, I think i t  is a dangerous thing to admit that even 
members of the House did not hear what Your Hon- 
our said, and then blame a newspaper for not put- 
t ing it in. 
6.35 p.m. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I rise to second the 
motion made by the hon. junior member for Christ 
Church. I want to say at this point; that) I must com- 
mend him for his moderation and restraint, and the 
general high tone which he has imparted in opening 
the discussion on this obviously important matter. 

I feel, Mr. Speaker, when discussing an  issue 
of this size and importance I should do so d t h o u t  
any emotions and indeed without any feeling of 
securing a victory over my opponents. The facts are 
that there is a constitutional crisis in this Island; to 
avoid saying that would be to hide half of the issue. 
It is also true that this constitutional crisis has arisen 
'because the Hon. Minister of Communicafions had 

been defeated by a vote of this House and therefore 
had been censured. He has not m yet relinquished his 
portfolio and has not so f a r  a s  we see, 'been asked 
by the Head of' the Administration to do so. 

First  of all, Mr. Speaker, we have to  asce~tain 
nha t  in  fact is our Constitution at the moment; not 
what we would Likd i t  to  be. W e  are  working a Minis- 
terial System of Government of which very little of 
the mechanism is set d o M  in our laws; almost all of 
i t  is the .result of conventions and if I may say, this 
word means, broadly speaking, a gentleman's agree- 
ment. The conventions such a s  they are, according to 
the speech of His Excellency the Governor on the 
inauguration of Ministerial Status, are the sanle as  
those which' obtain in the United Kingdom. Our task 
therefore in bringing this matter forward is to get 
a clear and definite conclusion. Our task is twofold; 
i t  is to find out whether the conventions in the United 
Kingdom do apply here, and secondly, if thcy do 
apply, to ascertain whether they have been broken. 
Do they apply? Well, the answer to that Mr. Spezker, 
rlust be "Yes", because His Excellency the Governor 
has said so; and he has even said that  it needed no  
prompting on his part to get the Hon. Premier and 
members of the Premier's Party to accept the con- 
ventions. "And I should like to say publicly that i t  
took no prompting from me or from London to induce 
Mr. Adams and the party he represents to accept, the 
need for such rules of obligation, among which I 
might mention the rules that a Minister must ~ ~ a c a t e  
any, official post in a trade union or  the directorship 
ci' a public company." That is what His Excelkncy 
said on that occasion. 

So, a t  any rate, it should be clear in the nlind 
of the Officer administering the Government that 
the conventions have been broken. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, you may argue that merely 
saying that the conventions which apply to England 
have been broken is not saying which is the one that 
is broken that applies to our constitution; but the 
answer to that must surely be, that if it is responsible 
Government or anything approaching that you are 
setting up in  a British colony, the conventions which 
we must follow must be precisely those having some- 
thing to do with Ministerial Government; a conven- 
tion which lays down that generaWy speaking the 
Head of the Administration or the Sovereign must 
follow the advice of the elected Cabinet, and of course 
the Premier or Prime Minister. If a convention i s  
that the Sovereign or the Officer administering the 
Government must not refuse to grant a dissolution 
of Yarliament or Legislature, what Chief Minisker 
or Prime Minister if that is required can prevent i t ?  
And while I am on that point, I may say that this 
convention has grown up in England and in the 
course of time, it did recleive great strength from 
incidents which took place not in England but in the 
Commonwealth; and I may further say that this re- 
ceives more force from the quarrel which took place 
between the Governor-General of the Dominion of 
Canada and the late Prime Minister, Mr. McKenzie 
King. The most important convention of a Minis- 
terial form of Government is that the Ministers in- 
dividually and collectively hold office or continue to 
hold office as long as they are enjoying the confidence 
of the Assembly or of Parliament. That is not a 
law; it is a convention and i t  is a convention which 
by virtue of traditional acc~eptance, has the force of 
law. Professor Frederick Ogg, who was Professor of 
Political Science at  Wisconsin had i t  to, say on th i s  
particular convention: a minister or  candidate might 
cling to office in supreme indift'erence to a hostile 
I-louse of Commons and the courts would take no ' 

cognisance of the fact; a custom almost two hundred 
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years old is behind the principle that Cabinets and 
illdividual ministers alike shall remain i n  power only 
so long as they enjoy the confidence of the country 
as manifested through the support of the House of 
Commons; and no convention of the constitution is 
more firmly established or cheerfdly obeyed. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: I rise on a point 
of Order, Mr. Speaker. The honourable member is 
quoting from a book. 
6.45 p.m. 

Mr. TUDOR: I am not quoting from a book. 
I have a bit of paper in front of me with something, 
a ~ i d  if you want it I shall gladly give i t  up. 

Mr. Speaker, I quote the last sentence there with 
respect to Ministers clinging to office in the historic 
House of Commons, in order to show that in case 
our historic House of Assembly breaks conventions. 
though the courts of law should not of course take 
cognizance of this, i t  is a convention clearly estab- 
lished and until now cheerfully obeyed. 

What remains therefo~e to be established is 
whether this convention comes within the province 
of the conventions which now need no prompting on 
the part of the Governor to make the Prime Min- 
ister adhere to, or whether this convention has 'been 
left out of the body of convenlions which ought to 
guide Ministerial Office and Status in  this island. 
Make no mistake about it, if thls matter passes just 
like this without i t  being told to this House and the 
people of this island in  clear unequivocal terms what 
the position is, i t  will mean that this House will not 
have any means of disciplining the Ministers. I t  will 
mean that any Minister, tven the Preinitr himself, 

-can continue to advocate policies, and even by virtue 
of' having a majority to get them passed, without i t  
ever being possible for us not only to question him, 
but to raise an  issue as to their being wrong and 
harmful. It means more than tha t ;  it means if 
tliings remain as they ape and me get no clarification, 
that a Minister can be defeated time after 
time in this IIouse and we can show displeasure in 
the work of a Ministry from week to week and no 
redress can be expected because the convention which 
we intend to apply does not apply. 

I want to pass on fro111 that general principlse to 
its application in this particular instance. I n  t h i ~  
House we have accommodated ourselves to this Min- 
isterial system of Government; i t  can be admitted 
that i t  is a little more than a year old, and therefore, 
its very newness makes for indecisions and uncer- 
tainty and that lack of smoothncss which one natur- 
ally associates with older established institutions. 
All. that can be admitted; but if when an opportun- 
ity comes or is given for a Legislature to face, and it 
shirks the facing of the problem, because either it does 
want to see its privileges extended o r  maintained or 
because it feels i t  nii&t be offending somebody, then, 
that Legislature has leti go one of its 5asic principles. 

I will make a commentary as t o  what prevents 
-this Ministerial system from workhg properly, a d  
on what has given rise to this cmstitutions;l rissue, 
Let me say in  p m i n g  that this constitutional crisis 
need not have ever been a crisis if the Minister i n  
accordance with, an  established convention, had taken 
stock of his own position. The proper thing for  him 
to have done as soon as he was defeated was! t o  have 
tendered his resignation, saying that he had been 
defeated in  Committee and that he felt i t  his duty 
to submit his resignation to the Chief Minister, who 
would then decide whether the nature of the defeat 
was such as to merit his passing it on to the Governor 
to whom i t  should be addressed. If the defeat %as 
not a serious one, it would be his duty to say to the 
dffending Minister: "I do not think that this is a 

tna~tter on which the House could really call upon 
you to resign, but in order to test the matter out, 1 
will raise i t  in the Houst to aspertain it." That is how 
the Chief Minister should undertake to  guide his 
Minister; not only must the House receive pkoper 
guidance, but the Ministers themselves must have 
have proper guidance as to the conventions unde- 
which they are working. What  is there to pnevent 
that course of action from taking place? Surely, nct 
because the Premier did not know what he shoula 
have done. That has not taken place because ovev 
t h~cc .  what obtains 1s .just a system of jobbery, 
and therefore, each of them, not the Premier, feel$ 
that separation from office is not so much a constitv- 
tional mishap as an unqualified disaster. It is on 
record Mr. Speaker, that in 1951 when the Rritisih 
Labour Government wasr defeated in the General . 
Election and Mr. Churchill returned t o  power, Mp. 
Attlee and Nr. Morrisoa and several persons lost so 
far, as their private fortunes were concerned. When 
your salary IS &5,000, S6,000 or %7,000 a year and 
then mthin  the course 08 two or three weeks after 
d General Election campaign, you find that i t  is 
51,000 a year, of course you will feel the loss. But that 
sort of consideration does not and should not weigh 
with representatives of the people who' have to  carry 
out the people's business, and who have from time 
to time to become the Queen's Ministers. Thati ia 
part of the give and take i;n politics, and that should 
not be a consideration which sholuld guide them 
extremely important issuee. Tha,t, I suspect is the 
matter over there; none of them dare to be so rash 
as to write out his resignation for fear that  i t  will 
be accepted. 
6.55 p.m. 

I say that because neither of them knows what 
secret opin,ions the Premier may have about them, 
and what chance he mnay be looking for to giic 
such secrets to the people. 

If that is going to be the trouble, how can you 
work the Ministerial conventions? As I said before, 
the proper thing to do whenever a Minister has been 
censured, even before he does anything else, he 
should go to his desk or take paper wherever he is 
and write his resignation to  the Head of the Admm- 
istration and put  it in the haads of the Prime Miniis 
ter. I f  a Minister does not do that he is tinkering 
with the very machinery that he is supposed to worir. 

There is therefore, no question of the merits or 
demerits of the issue as to whether the Minister 
should have been censured. or not; that cannot be 
taken into account a,t all ; and indeed, to do so, would 
be to reflect on a vote of this House; and neither 
I nor I trust any other hon. member would be so 
misguided as to do that. A vote of censure was passed 

I 

on the Minister; the Minister has not resigned. 1 
will tread very carefully now. H e  has not resigned, 
and we have not heard that he has been asked or 
called upon to resign. 

This brings us Mr. Speaker, t o  the second hinge. 
of this problem; the relations between the Head of 
the State and the Ministers in  the working of i t .+?  
Constitutional conventions. & classic case for  tht* 
dismisal of a Minister by the Sovereign or the Head 
of the State is of course \Lord Palmerston's case in 
1851. I am going to state it to the House, not because 
i t  does not, speaking generally apply to OLX Own case . 
but because i t  shows you where the fountain of 
authority is. 

Lord Palmerston was Foreign Minister of the 
U.K. and he thought i t  a t  that time a good thing if 
relations between Great Britain and France 6 0 ~ l d  



become smoother; and everything t4at he did was 
to improve Anglo-French relations. Queen Victoria 
and ,the Prince Consort on the other hand had not 
yet swung around to pro-French sentimenb. The 

principles upon which in his view Ministerial Status 
ehould be erected. 

In paragraph 22 of Mr. Turner's l4tter to Mr. 
Lyttleton Mr. Turner lays down what he thought 

argumeilt between the Queen a d  the Foreign Minis- 
ter developed and went to and fro without any decis- 
ion one way or another which could affect policy; 
but Lor,d Palmerston undertook to give effect do 
his own point of view by sending a congmtulatory 
telegram to the Emperor Louis Napoleon, congratu. 
&ing him on having gained power i n  the recent 
Coup d'ktat in France. Thereupon. Queen Victoria 
held the view that  the power to dismiss was a p ~ r t  
of what you may call the residual prerogative of t b  
Sovereign and ishe exercised tha,t prerogative. 

well Nr. Speaker, con~titutional aUtEOSities 
ever since have been arguing as to  whether the Queen 
'WYS right or wrong to dismiss Lord and 
others have argued whether it was to 

Or I may here in pwing, more 
the benefit of the Minister of communications thdn 
for  the benefit of the discussion, that Lord 
ton cheerfully acuepted his dismissal, and got 
t i t  for tat on the Ministry some three weeks later when 
hc voted against the Government on the Militia 
Bill. So there is hope even for a dismissed Minister- 
That vote of Lord Palmerston brought the Govern- 
ment down and threw it out of power. If the pres- 
ent Minister of Communications feels despondent 
over what may be his future constitutional posi t i~n 
let him realise that b r d  Palmerston mcepted his 
dismissal cheerfully and a few weeks later became 
Prime Minister of Great Britain. 

Mr. Speaker, constitutional authorities are on 
both sides of that question; but what they have 
2ver said, or what they ]?ave all agreed on, is that 
the prerogative of the dismissal of a Minister lies 
with the soverign or the Head of the state. xt is 
true that in the development of the British Consti- 
tution, the theory and the fact of what is called 
collective responsibility of the Cabinet has made 
the Use that part of the  queen'^ prerogative 
out of date or sent it into abeymee; but  i n  %heoq 
i t  is still ~ossible for the Queen to dismiss Sir 
Anthony Eden or Mr. Butler; but the colledive re- 
sponsibility of the Cabinet and the emergence of the 
Prime Minister, whom you may say has been given 
a share of the Monarch's power, makes i t  ubneces- 
sary for the Sovereign i11 these day's personally to 
intervene so as to secure the dismissal of a, Minister. 

But, Mr. Speaker, in all the British Colonies no 
cne has ever yet suggested that when responsible 
Self-Government is granted (we .are not now speak- 
ing about the Dominions) it is granted tor a Colony 
at  the precise stage which the U.K. was at  the give11 
voment; th%t is to say, that when you get Ministerial 
Status in Barbados and you get re~ponsible Govern- 

sou not getting what lngland 

to be the best ideas on dismissal and other matters 
5 relating to Ministers; he says: "Any Ministers 

phould be liable t o  be dismissed by  the Bovernbr 
after consultation with the principal Minister." 
7.05 p.m. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if i t  is held, as I think is 
the case, that only a Chief Minister or th~e Principal 
Minister can dismiss a Minister, then the whole ques- 
tion must turn on whether "after consultation with 
the Principal Minister" is the same as "with the 
permission of the Principal Minister." I n  other 

is it going to be contended that to say that 
a Minister should be liable to be dismissed by the 
Governor after consultation with the Premier is th.i 
same as saying that the Governor must with 
the permission of the Chief &ginister( If that is going 
to be contended, we will have to re-open the whole 
thing on our Ministerial system and ask for a direc. 
tive from ~ , ~ ~ d ~ ~  on i t ;  as a matter of fact, if it is 
contended that i t  is the Chilef Minister who must 
dismiss, or the Governor cannot dismiss a Minister 
without the permission of the Chief Minister, I would 
say, Mr. Speaker, that  you would have to do away 
with conventions and let us get it down in black and 
white what precisely is the authority of Governors 
in this matter. Wse will have to get on paper, proper 
constitutional instruments on which nobody could 
disagnee. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, the only problem 
which can actuauy be grave enough to create a doubt 
~ ~ ~ o u l d  be whether the Governor does have the au- 
thority to dismiss. It is not expnessly stated that 
he does not have that authority; and I may say in 
passing that Mr. Oliver Lylftleton to the 
present Head of .the Administration who had by 
that time arriaed in the island, i n  the following way: 
''I what you say in paragraph 22 and I endorse 
it," or words to that  leffect. That is the challenge 
which I throw out to the Hon. Premier on this issue. 

Sir, if one of the proposals as laid down by Mr. 
Turner is that, a Minister is liable to be dismissed 
by the Governor and the Hon. Premier is going to 
say that the Governor does not have that authority, 
the Pnemier has kept that all .to himself and he must 
have been the only person who has read i t  like that. 
On such an important constitutional matter, as that, 
i t  should be his duty to acquaint his colleagues to 
the effect, because I am sure that we all are in no 
doubt that a Minister can be dismissed by the Gov- 
ernor. As a matter of fact, seven the Chief Minister 
can be dismissed by the Governor. I t  is true to say 
that the matter must be weighty and i t  should only 
be done for grave reasons. If  the Chief can be dis- 
missed, well then i t  follows quite reasonably that 
the other Ministers can be dismissed. Of course, the 
Proper working of a constitution and dealing with 
responsqble governmlent would require that the Gov- 

a Ministerial system of governmellt, that is to Bay, now have. You are getting in the initial 
normally speaking, i t  should not be within the prov- something that had in  17'4 and what New iHce of the Governor to say to the chief ~ i ~ i ~ t ~ ~ :  may have had in ; that is how it is. 
‘ '1 do not like so and so ; I think better get 

111 our case we are given eowentions substan- 4id of him. " ~h~~~ is just of interest here. I 
tislly the same as they are in the U.K. in  order that 
responsible Government, as far  as the relations 
between the Ministries and the Assembly are con- 
 erned d. can work. When, therefore, we were about 
t o  be given Ministerial Status and the then acting 
Gover;lor was asked, I dare say, by the Secretary 
of State for  his views upon it, he reflected on the 
problem along these principles, and he submitted t o  
the Secretary of State a letter which embodies the 

happen to know, Mr. Speaker, that  the last Head of 
the Administration we had here who is now Govern- 
or British Guiana had suggested to the Hon. 
Premier not to take back the Hon. Minister of Corn- 
munieations on the Executive i n  view of the fact. 
not that he had been found guilty of a loss a t  an 
enquiry, but owing to the fact that his name had 
been mentioned in public and as a result i t  would 
not be in the best pubJic interest to take him back 
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3uch rights and privileges is that members of thiB 
House or you on their behalf, should have free and 
unlimited acoess to the Head of the Administration. l 
7.15 p.m. 

That is the privilege which is important; and 
\;hieh is always granted. Are we now being told for  the 
first time that that privilege of access to the Head 
of th~e Administration is being denied individual 
members? If that is what. we are being told, you 
have to rewrite your privileges; you will have to 
ask for f,ewer privileges. You will find that the 
H(ead of the Administration will always be w&iting 
foa something to turn down, either we have access 
to the Governor or we have not. If we have, then 
clearly His E ~ c e J J e n ~ y ' ~  pefusal to see the Leader of 
the Opposition is ill-advised. I f  we have not th3 
right of access to the Governor and if there is a new 
convention which he is so vigorously applying then 
let us observe both conventions. You cannot observe 
one convention and weaken the force of another; 
if you are working conventions they must have equal 
application. But  there is an  aspect of this matter 
with which 1 am not so pleased; i t  is something 
which makes me find another reason for  saying that 
the Governor's action was ill-advised. It was pointed 
cut to the Chief Secre tar -  that his Excellency had 
in fact received two delegations since Ministerial 
Status, (one with the hon. senior lnember for t .  
Philip, the hon. senior membar for St. John, myeeif 
and a gentleman who is not a member of this Ilous2) 
0113 in connection with the question of emigration, 
and an another occasion, when my collheagu3 and I 
went to see His Excellency the Governor on a matter 
connected with the Royal visit. There are two facts 
about this matter which ought to be brought to the 
attention of this House : i t  is a fact that the delegation 
when i t  went to Government Houe met there in 
addition to His Excellency the Governor, the Minister 
of Trade, Industry and Labour, and it is a faet that 
His Excellency said that under Ministerial system 
a matter such m that should be discussed particu~arly 
with the Minister and he asked the Min- 
ister to be there on that account. When we dealt 
with Princes Margaretls tour through st. Lucy therg 
was no Minister thtere, presumably because it was a 
ma,tter of etiquette, and therefom ~i~ Excellency did 
not think it proper to ask a Minister to a 
question of ceremony. suppose we look at  the matter 
i". this way: this is a constitutional matter and ye 
wish to see His Excellency on i t ;  he has no right 
to refuse us the privilege of seeing him. Why did 
he not adopt thle attitude which he adopted on the 
0cca"on when we went to see him, and have his 
advisers with him to deal with constitutional matters 
It would not have done any harm for  the Chief Jus- 
tice and th'e to be there that 
occasion. If we had satisfied the conventions, we 
would not have had this disquieting news that we 
no longer have any access to the Governor. I a* 
not happy about that  of the matter at 
I am more unhappy about that than * am about any 

matter. of*course * see this 
House become inflamed or in any m Y  further angered 
at  the attitude taken by the Head of the Adminis- 
tration, I think i t  ought to be understood by this 
gentleman that we Provide his and therefore 
"he who gives can withhold." His Excellency the GOT-- 
ernor and the Chief Secretary have both shown me' I their friendship, but God forbid that I should b e  
One of those legislactors 

.on the Executive. As can be seen, thse Hon. Premier 
did not take that view; and therefore, he did not 
agree with Sir  Alfred Savage. It only shows that 
the Head of the Administration can and does inter 
vene in matBers of this nature to warn, perhaps, 
.and to encourage a possible course of action. I 
cannot agree, Mr. speaker, that that right has been 
taken away from the Governor. If that right had 
been taken away from the Governor, I think the 
constitutional instruments would have been issued 
to that effect, and I also think it would be said SO 
exp-1~ from London. First of all, there is a lot 
more than dismissing a Minister. When a minis- 
terial system of government reaches its full fruition 
and  reaches a stage where the Governor cannot dis- 
miss a Minister, i t  has also reached a stage where 
officials cannot sit on the Executive Council or EX& 
cutive Committee. That is not the c= ~ 5 t h  US; 
on the Executive Committee, we have the Chief 
Secretary and the Attorney General and we have 
others too. It therefore means that we only have 
some form of self gj~vernment; we have not fully got 
self government; therefore, it would be illogical to 
believe that any Governm~ent which has as the 
formation of its Executive Committee a system where 
you, so to speak, still have to get the hands of White- 
hall in  thle mi_ds&of your discusssion, where you still 
have the Chief Secretary and the Attorney General 
.exercising their control, can you ask us to believe 
that  the Governor has relinquished the right to dis- 
miss a Minister? When he relinquishes his right to 
dismiss a Minister, he also relinquishes his right to 
appoint a Crown Law Officer to sit on the Executive 
Council; but so long as there is any semblance of 
a Crown Law Officer i n  a position on the Executive 
Council, there is the power of dismissing a Minister 
remaining with the Governor. That is how I see i t  
and i t  will take quite a lot for  the Hon. Premier to 
tell me otherwise. 

I want to make it 'lear that there 
may be good reasons the retention of the Minis- 
ter in  his office, but there are no constitutional rea- 
sons; there may be of politics; it may 
well be if h@ goes; the Hon. Premier not know 
as whether my friend, the member for 
John, or whoever else he may prefer, be 
award,ed the plum, and therefore rather than have 
a battle royal ensuing for  what may well be a spoil 
i t  may be better to retain the Hon. Minister in  office. 

Mr. ALLDER : Mr. Speaker, th,e hen. member 
nlade a wide statement when he said that the hon. 
member for St. John may well be awarded the plum 
of that office. I would like him to say which member for 
St. John. 

Mr. VAUGHAN : a point of order, M ~ .  
speaker, I would also like the hone junior member for 
St. Lucy to discriminate. 

Mr. TUDOR : that is what the Hon. 
Premier may not want to do; however, I meant the 
hone junior member for St. John. There might be 
reasons, but they would be political reasons or  per- 
sonal reasons. There may be very good reasons, but  
they are not constitutional reasons, That is what 
I want to establish. 

While we are on this point of the fallibility of 
the Governor, I am amazed a t  the turn this battle has 
taken in what I call an ill-advised action on 
the part of the Head of the Administration in re- 
fusing to see the Hon. Leader of the Opposition. 
Why I say, Mr. Speaker, ill-advised, is for the reason 

- 
that  a t  the beginning of this Session, when you and 
the rest of those hen. members who were here were 
summoned to the Other Place, you asked His Excel- 
,ency the Governor for the continuance of the un. 
,doubted rights and privileges of this House. One of 

ship a t  the expense of upholding wrong doing. I 
tannot do that ; I take it very wriously; the Head 
of the Administration should intervenle in this matter 
ill such a n'lanner as to discover for the first time, 
if we l10 longer have access to him; and I think it 
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ought to be perfectly clear to him that we think 
he is Tvrong in withholding the privilege of seeing 
him, and he has treated a member of this House 
with great discourtesy and we hope that such an 
occurrence will not take place again. I personally 
will draw it to tile attention of the Under Secretary 
of State for the Colollies if alld when 1 meet him 
next week. 

Mr. Speaker, I have stated my case; good con- 
stitutional reasoils exist as to why the Minister's 
re,signation should have taken place. No Ministerial 
system can work properly unless all the conventions 
are being applied and apfiied vigorously, no matter 
what personal fortunes or misfortunes are a t  stake ; 
and therefore the Minister of Communications must 
resign. 

At this stage Mr. #peaker l e f t  the Cha+ a& the  
Depz~ ty  Xpqaaker took the Chair. 
7.25 p.m. 

Mr. VAUGHAN : Mr. Deputy Speaker, I must 
first congratulate 'the hon. member who has just 
sat down on his usual calmness in delivering a speech 
and his evident thoughtfulizess of the substance with 
which he was dealing; and indeed I want to say i t  
is opinioll that he has delivered in his latest 
speech SO far, the most ilnportant statement since 
he has been a member, of this House; and he has 
delivered i t  with commendable eloquence. 

Ill his remarks he said that he has 
stated his ease; I have no ease to state; but I cer- 
tainly am submitting my personal interpretation, 
and i t  can only be that, becauss 1 am not a constitu- 
tional ~h~~~ was only one flaw in his 
speech; he has unfortunately chosen to mention me 
as a possible successor to what I am convinced will 
never happen. I will state views as to why I 
feel that. 

when,  M,.. ~~~~t~ speaker, at times I speak 
with wehat may be interpreted as emotional em- 
phasis, that is somehow a normal habit of speech to 
which 1 find myself accustomed, after being in pub- 
lit life for sometime. I \ T O ~ ,  let us view this whole 
matter calmly; the honourable member has men- 
tioncd solnething about the dissatisfaction of the 

As far  as 1 have heard, no section of the 
was dissatisfied with the refusal of the Min. 

ister in question to resign ulltil the appearance on 
Sllnday before last, of a very worded and 
strongly misleading article ia the Advocate nexx,,. 
paper; i t  was strongly misleading in my opinion. 

~h~ average member of the quite un- 
fairly to the Minister, believes that some grave 
breach of ~ i ~ i ~ t ~ ~ i ~ l  duty has actually been 
mitted by the Minister ill question; the public be- 
lieves, as far  as  I have heard, that the Minister h= 
been guilty of some dishonest stunt. I had to correct 
many of those people who spoke to llle about i t ;  and 
as s o o ~ a s  the was madz, they they 
did not see what all the fuss was about. 

How did the censure, if censure i t  was, arise? 
The occasion was when the Minister brought in a 
Resolution for moiiey to repair a road roller; I think 
that was the occasioll, and if I am wrong Your Won- 
our \\'ill correct me. On that occasion dissatisfac- 
tion expressed that the Minister was repairing 
a private road which was of no use to anyone but 
the oJT7ner to convey canes from his lands. The 
honourable senior member for St. John gave the 
impression that i t  was a personal discrimination on 
the part of the Minister by doing this particular 
Sua Road. 

lmel of a constitutional matter; the degree of cen- 
sure is not before the House and I will ask Your 
Honour to make a ruling on it. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I think 
i t  imperative to state that I am not reflecting on a 
vote of the House. I t  is necessary for  me to refer  
b0 the Cim~m~tanees  as to how the censure arose. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable 
member is, I take it, giving his impression of what 
took place, and not saying whether the censure 
other. be given One degree Or an- 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Yes, Mr. Deputy 
I cannot develop my argument rnithout mentioning 
that. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : I will not give any 
ruling to help the honourable member develop his 
argument; that  is his own business. I must say that  
from how I assess the matter, I think i t  would be 
in order for him to  state the circuumstanws. I would 
however ask the honourable member not to go 
Ovel' them again. 
7.35 P.m. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: I will not do that. I n  the 
following week the Minister Came in  and made a 
statement refuting the allegation that  he was doing 
a private road;  1 am finished with that' part of it. 
On the occasion of that  discussion, there was a suc- 
cessful motion to reduce the vote by One dollar and 
that  I understand, constituted the censure; in my 
view that is the manner in which the censure arose. 
The public, I suppose, will be surprised when they 
discover that that is how the censure arose. 

When Ministe~ial Government was introduced 
in this House, I was the only member who (to use 
an  English word, a small ~ n g l i s h  word which some 
people feel i t  is not proper to use, but  it is expressive 
of what I mean) had the "guts" to speak against its 

MY view as I said was that I Ieard that 
We WeTe not politically at this stage Our 
development to make a Ministerial system of (h- 
ernment a SUccess. I t  might have been my 
view a t  that time, but i t  was my statement at that 
time; I am not agreeing with it On the 
hand when i t  was implemented a s  distinct from 
being introduced, in  mY speech on the opening day 

whkh i t  was implemented, I complirnented the 
Hon. Premier for having achieved the ambition 
which I knew was the summit of his political con- 
victions. l also stated that since Ministerial status 
Was now a reality, I ~ v o ~ l d  do all  i n  my power by 
constructive criticism, to see that  i t  was a success. 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have tried to live up to that. 

me point that I made different 
speeches; one, disagreeing with its being lm~lement- 
ed 0Owing to political and the 
t~ m y  that sinw i t  war reality I would do all t o  
make i t  a success. Whatever may be the conven- 
tions nobody spoke on them, nor was anything men- 
tioned specifically on the G~~~~~~~~~ power. I do 
not see how it becomes the power of the ~~~d of the 
~ d ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~  to dismiss a ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~  without the 
recommendation of the Hon. premier; I interpret 

consultation Tyith the premier- to mean after 
recommendation-. ~h~ honourable 

member has just sat said it could be inter- 
preted like that. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I never 
said so. I said that some people may say that it might 
mean that; but I never said I interpreted it that 

Mr. GODDARD : At  this stage I must draw Your 
Honour's attention to) the Rules. The honourable 
member is reflecting on a vote 'of this House. I n  
my speech I said I hoped it would be kept on the 

way. 
Mr. VAUGHAN: Well, I thought SO. The 

Hon. Premier has to appoint Ministers, the~efore  he 
has the power to dismiss Ministers; he has to sub- 
mit the =manmendation to His Excellency the --& 
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Governor which His Excellency must accept. I 
would not accept the idea that His Excellency the 
Governor can dismiss a Minister without consulta- 
tion with the Hon. Premier. I may be entirely wrong 
when I say that with the present constitutionat 
status, the Head of the Administration regardless 
as  to who he might be, can take unto himself with 
the advice of the Premier the power to dismiss anj- 
individual Minister. That is my personal interpre- 
tation. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER w h y  don't You in- 
sist and give your interpretation of whatever i t  is?  

Mr. VAUGHAN: My interpretation of the 
failure of this resignation to come about? Let me 
say this: a Minister enjoys greater status than or- 
dinary Civil Servants, and if he did not, I would 

,be sorry for the constitution which we have. A 
Governor cannot dismiss a Civil Servant without 
consent from the Secretary of State for the Colo- 
nies, if such Civil Servant is a Head of a Depart- 
merit. How can he be given the power then to dis- 
miss a political Head of a Department? And a Min- 

is a political Head of several  department,^. 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, i t  might strike others be- 

sides myself i~?  this Chamber that on this particnlsr 
issue, arising in the way i t  has, that as  I have men- 
tioned, I cannot certainly accept the idea that i t  is 
the Governor's prerogative without the recom- 
mendation of the Hon. Premier to dismiss a 
Minister. 

Normally I would expect that the Hon. Premier 
( excep~  for any gross breach of discipline by a Illin- 
ister) would nct  need any pressure from anybody 
to discipline that  Minister because i t  would be for 
his own political security to dismiss all or any one of 
his Ministers; but the case before us is not one of 
that sort. If a Minister in this colony does not en- 
joy a greater status than Civil Servants, then the 
Ministerial setup is not worth the paper i t  is printed 
on. 

When we talk about re fenme to the secretary 
of State for the Colonies, we must bear in mind that 
whenever the Secretary of State for  the Colonies 
sends down to any particuIar colony any document, 
any recommendation in that document is the recom- 
mendation which has resulted from the Governor 
of the Colony. The Secretary of state for the colo- 
nies is not here; therefore. he must give his decisions 
according to the recommendations of his pro-Consul 
in the colony. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : According to my 
interpretation, that is not the reason for this debate 
The question is not whether anything can originate 
with the Head of the Administration relative to the 
Cismissal of a Minister; wha,t I have heard so far, is 
whether he can take i t  upon himself to dismiss that 
officer, or he must do so after consultation mitb 
somebody else. In  short what course S ~ O L I ~ ~  he tak.3 
normally. 

3lr. VAUBHAN: I am giving m y  views on 
what course normally he can take. 1 a@ not think 
Sir Alfred Savage wanted to dismiss all of the mpm- 
bers of the late Government of British Guiana: but 
in to get rid of a fe''r Whom he did not aDPre- 
ciatc, he had to recommend the revocation of the 
constitution of that rolony to the Secretary of State 
for the Coloni~s 

nEPTTTP S"EAKER: noes the honour- 
able member feel that that has any bearing on the 
question ? 
7.45 v.m. 

VAUGHAN: Let me emph~sisc again 
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have to take the same road to do it as Sir Alfred 
Savage took! (Lzugltter).  

Mr. F. L. WALGOTT: I believe I had some- 
thing to do with what we are how discussing. I do 
~ ( o t  agrgree with the motion or with this idea, for M- 
erent reasons from those of the hon. member who 
has just sat down. I n  a, short life time when you can 
find people in politics making these metamorphoses 
as fast as meteorological surveyors can determine 
the wind velocity, i t  becomes difficult to understand 
these hypocritical speeches which are emitted. 
(I;a.zlghter). 

Mr. VAUGHAN: On a point of Order. I am 
asking the hen. member if the word  hypocritical,^ 
applies to the last member who has just sat down. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: He whom the cap fits 
must draw the string! The hon. member is the best 
person to know that. (Laughter). 

Mr. VAUGHAN: I am not hypocritical there- 
fore he does mean me. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:  I arm asking the 
member to proceed. . 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: So far  as the inter- 
pretation of what we have to dml  with is concerned, 
it 'vOuld be necessary for us to be reminded of how 
tht'se instruments were given to US in this Assem- 
''ly I would say this: I do not support the idea of 
the Leader of the Opposition;--I do not believe tha t  
the Leader of the Opposition has read these Con- 
stitutional Documents. 

Nr. GODDARD : I have read them. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Well, he has not read 

them carefully. The last speaker did not give to  the 
uouse what he has interpreted. I n  this Document 
which is Message No. 25/53 from His Excellency 
the Governor this is what is said:- 

"Subject to the approval of the Legislature, it 
is proposed to put  into effect a Ministerial system 
on the lines set out in these despatches and to  operate 
,he system i n  accard~nce with the conventions stated 
therein. 7 ,  

And i t  goes on in the Pollowing paragraph:- 
"In doing so I consider it would be incum- 

bent nPcn me, as, indeed, it be incumbent 
upon the Ministers, to  follow the constitutional con- 
venJions o b ~ e ~ v ~ d  in the United Kingd0m, so far as 
there Were applicable to local Circumstances and to the 
constitutional position in  Bar'bados as  i t  would br 
1:l:dcL" the llev system. " 

Tha: is the relevant portion of the Message. 
What I want to point out to the Hon. Leader of 
tile Opposition is thisi: I quite agree with the  hon. 
junior member for St. John to the extent that the 
Premier did not agrec with me, otherwise we would 
riot have had this difficulty. I n  a private letter which 
I wrote, I said that I entirely disagreed with the 
idea that a Governor could dismiss a Minister only 
after consultation with the Premier; I was told 
t,]lat under a Colonial set-up you could not have i t  
othcrivise, I a,n layman, but it did appear to me 
that you are likely any morning when the mvernor 
does no+ feel like meetinr somebody that he might 
,ay that partieula,r must go. so far as 

vote of is it is not a matter 
for the Minister under our set-up; the Ministers 
I ~ n d e r  our Constitution really and truly cannot do 

I anything by themselves. That was a decision of the 
Fxecutive Committee and therefore you could not 
come now and ask me under this Constitution to do 

before 1 argue t h e  point, that that is mv interprets- 
tion of this matter with which we are dealing. , 

If the present Head of the Administration feels 

anything7 because this is what is stated in His 
Excellency 'S Message :- 

"The Ministers who would operate under p a r t ~  
that he should be dismissing a Minister he would conventions would become responsible for the for- 
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i 
mulation of government policy, for propounding i t  clear is this: the= is no desire, there should be no 
in Executive Committee and in the House of As- 
sembly, and far seeing that it was carried out by 
the administration. Executive Committee would 
continue to be the policy-making body of govern- 
merit." I have given some thought to this matter 

that the hon. member would be aware of these 
things not on the flimsy G s  that the Governor 
cannot dismiss anybody; because the (20vernor 
appointed the Premier under these conventions, not 
the Ho-use of Assembly; the Premier ~ ' e c o m m ~ n d ~ ~  
names for approval. The position is just as it 
is in England and it IS known historically that at 
one time, (I think it was in the Baldwin Chvern- 
merit) that he did not want Certain people to be 
Ministers, but he realised that it Was difficult not 
to have them; and the King made it difficult to 
accede to his r e q m t  if certain people were left out 
of the Cabinet; but an arrangement was made and 
the people whom it was proposed to leave out were 
included. At one time it was said that certain Pea- 

&odd not have been recommended to a Goy- 
ernor for appointment as Ministers owing to thflr 
cast cond&, former members of the Executive 
Committee; that was stated and some of us in the 

I 
desire on the part of any member of this P,arllament, 
to have such an issue conslidered in an incorrect 
manner. 

You cannot work under the British Constitution 
on the basis of wanting to  retain a friend in position. 
There is the case of Mr. Hugh Dalton; in my opinion 
I never t h w h t  that he should have been &led upon 
to resign from the Government, because what had 
taken place was not his, fault. He was called upon 
t o  resign. I do feel that in this present case it is 
pot a matter d how you feel labout a person. No 
Minister or member of Parliament should be afraid, 
if the occasion comes that a Minister's conduct is 
such that he should be relieved of his post to say so. 

I cannot agree with the analogy made by thz 
hon. junior member for St. John, because there is 
Jlo ~ompiarison between a Minister and a Civil 
Servant. One is a vocation; a Civil Servant has a 
Job, but you cannot say that a Minister has a job. 
You may as well say that because a Civil Servant 
has security of tenure a Minisiter should have the 
same, and that the Governor cannot dismiss the 
Minister. I think that if the hon. member has m y  
hopes of one day sitting in a Ministerial chair he 

~b~ know i t ;  but that does not prevent the / khould get it clear in his mind that. Parliament will 
Premier from submitting any namek Ministers to i not secwe him in that peaition; and for that reason 
the Governor for approval. Where you have serious 
breaches where the Governmelit made an apology, 
and where they had no authority in the s ix  Roads 
affair where the land was exchanged without the aP- 
propal of the Legislature, there could be no possible 
excuse; the Government had no authority to do that. 

I say that Ministers should be paid and paid well 
for whalt they have to do. When a person becomes; 
@ Minister the time that they will occupy that posi- 
tion may or may not be long. 

I feel, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that it would be 
wrong if this House voted to ask the Governor to 

However nothing was pressed. I believe tFt it is 
Illore or less the question of the Ministers manner 
more so than the issue in itself. !l?hat is  here the 
Minister of Agriculture and I do not believe in that 
sort of affability. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKVR: I am sorry to in- 
terrupt the hon. member ; but is he giving some 
reson why something was done rather than the 
effect of what was done? 
7.55 p.m. 

xr. F. L. WALCOTT: What I am saying 
that the reduction of the vote by a douar which is 
the subtance of the censure, cannot be regarded in 
this context as a censure on the Minister who intyo- 
duced the Resolution into the It is just hke 
in the Budget; if you vote the of some sum 
in t$e Budget, it does not necessarily that a 
specific Minister is censured. A vote of censure like 
that should be a vote of censure on the whole gov- 
ernment rather than on the Minister. 

Mr. DEPUTY WEAKER: Is  the hon. member 
saying that in our Constitution no such vote be 
made against an individual Minister? 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: No sir; I am saying 
that this particular vote should not be regarded as 
a vote of censure against the Minister. 'l%ere maJr 
be an occasion where a Minister does something in 
such a manner that his conduct comes before the 
House or the (general public ; but in this case it was 
not a  articular Minister's conduct which was before 
the Legidatme; what was before us was that a vote 
was reduced as a protest, not a g a i ~ t  the policy of 

,call upon a single Minister to resign in &ese circurn- 
~ ~ a n ~ e s .  As: 1 have said no one should be afraid pf 
doing anything in a proper manner under the Brit- 
ish constitution. If I had to do anything like that 
I would do it without compunction. I would bring 
any such ease to the notice of the administration, and 
I would raise i t  in the whole House ; but I feel that 
bn this occasion where the vote was taken, the Howe 
should not regard that vote of censure as direct?$ 
against a pafiicular Minister. If that was intended, 
$t should have been made plain so as to let it be 
known that you intended to make a vote of no confi- 
dence. 

I n  these issues you cannot be afraid of whether 
a vote is against you or not; if you are satisfied that 
Something has gone wrong, it is your duty to make 
(hat clear and bring it to the notice of the proper 
perSom. 

( M r .  Depu ty  Spea7ce.r leaves the Chair, a.nd Mr.  
Speaker resumes the  Char) .  

Mr. Speaker, I said that I do not subscribe to 
the view that any Governor should have it at his 
whim and fancy to remove a Minister. Moreover, 
unless there is a formal vote of no confidence wher,a 
YOU are going to d i saw it like under the British 
system, the issue should not be done. That is why 
I am glad that our constitution is one under which 
the HOW does not appoint Ministers; because t,he 
day that mmeone can troop up twelve people to come 
and vote against a Minister, the Minister will be out. 
If YOU have a convention under the party system 
on the other hand, and the leader of ae party is the 

.the Minister, but against the policy of the Executive person responsible for selecting the Ministers and to 
as a whole; therefore the reduction was not a redue- some extent responsible for their dismissal, it is 

but it was a reduction of a Head which the Govern- 
tion which censured the particular Minister's policy, 

Why the Governor has a certain amount of 
ment wanted passed. autharity here is this: i t  is k n m  that if you did 

We have a peculiar system. All the Ministers not have certain powers still residing in the G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  
are not members of the Executive Committee; we the C?hief Minister or the Premier would be able to 
have a system whereby people who are not elected and bring in some notorious character and ask the 
are members of the Executive. What I want to make I Governor to have him as Mininter. you hale 



,a check somewhere; it is for that reason that yo11 
have that check so a s  to avoid any semblance of cor- 
ruption. 

I feel, Mr. &beaker, that the points which have 
been raised - [A VOLGEI: Show us your authority.] 
Some member is asking about authority; how call 
you have an authority for something which has never 
happened before This is purely a matter of opinion; 
I am like the hon. senior member for the City. With 
2'' due resl?ed '0 the lawyers, if laWYers were the 
only persons who had sense, God help the world! 111 

B matter like this you must be willing to e x p r e ~  
your views. When Ministerial Status was to be 
introduced there were certain t h i n e  that I pointed 
out to the Preaier .  One of the same things that  I 
pointed is this same issue ; I said that authority should 

in him or the Governor. 
must express your opinions. I llot 

express mine with any sentiment. As far  as the 
Minister of ~ommunicatiom and Works is concerned, 
I do not know that there is mY love between 

two of W; it is not a mitter of personal 
or  sentiment one way or the other. 
8.05 p.m. 

I would not be the one m this Chamber who 
wodd  go &nd do something against a Minister, or 

out of spite, to  shown that 1 wanted to et 
him out of Office. Of course I know some of the 
Ministers w o d d  like- to get me out of the House ; t h y  
feel 1 did thine to that effect; but "sufficient unto 
the evil day thereof." The Premier is smiling a t  

I said, but it is a fact that some people think 
that they you when YWr views do not 
Coincide with theirs. 

I am appealing tp the bn. junior member for 
st. J~~~ to give his legal knowledge on this vote 
for tb dolbr redudion, tell this House whether 
it was something which was taken wainst the vote 
whih the Government, sent down or against the Hon. 
~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ .  According to my view, there is no point 
of dismikng a Minister when you know that there 
is coll&ive responsibility. My view about 

whole matter is, that the Hon. Minister of 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ a ; t i ~ m  is not a favourite among members 
fin House; he is a m m  much like myself; he is a 
fairly blunt, From the exprersions of opinion 
on the particular item of that Resolution, I feel that 
the dollar reductim vote was taken against no Minis- 

~f it were under the of m y  other 
~ i ~ i ~ t ~ ~ ,  say, the Hon. Minister of Social Services who 
has a very sffable manner, you would not have heard 
this talk even although the vote was reduced; but  
the Minister of Communications appeam to some 
hen. members a if he is on the wrong side. I would 
not, myself with any removal of any Minis 

on these grounds; I feel if any vote of censure 
llad tSo be taken such as a reduction of a dollar On 
that Resolution i t  should be effective against thr 
Government as a whole. That is my interpretation 
of the instrument which we hawe before us. 

ADJOURNMENT 

fjbeaker. think at this stage we should 
have a adjournment, 1 t.herefore beg to move 
that this House do now adjourn for three-quarters 
of an hour. 

Mr. E .  D. MQTTLEY: I beg to second that. 
The qt'est,bn. t h t  the House do now a d j o ~ r n  for 

f hree-marters of am hour ~t amd msotvetf 
the affirriuztive w i t b u t  dhisiom. Mr. SPEAKER 
accordingly adjourned the H w e .  
8.10 pm. I 

PRIVILEGE DEBATE CONTINUED 

O n  re-assenbbling : 
: M" SPEAKER: On the the hen. 

junior member for St. Peter was addressing the 
House. 

Mr. F. L. WBLCDTT : Mr. Speaker,, I did not 
i ~ t e n d  to go on with this matter, however some hon. 
members are worried as to under what circumstances, 
I think a Minister be liable for dismissal, It 
is always d i ~ ~ ~ l t  to cite any pa*ieulsr case, but what 
I was at pains to point out was that even under this 
present eomtitution, you do not have in Barbados 
what will be regarded in  the United Kingdom a 
responsible system where a Minister 
make a decision without reference U, the cabinet. 

measure moved here is a by the 
cutive Committee, and it may be a t  some future date 
that I will show some of the anomalies in the present 
Executive Committee as i t  now work,, in that some 
people are free and others are not; but if we had a 
responsible system where a Minister could act without 

! reference to the Cabinet, t h m  i t  would be easy to 
disnliss a Minister for  any action coming under his 
portfolio. A t  the same time if the Minister's conduct 
(private or othemise) should be such a s  would bring 
him into public ridicule, I cannot see the Prime 
b'.fini~ter allowing him to remain in the Cabinet. This 
House of Assembly as i t  is now constituted can in m y  
public matter if they feel that a Minister's conduct is 
such that it merits a vote of 110 confidence, can move ' a motion. I feel that at  any time that a vote 
of "no confidence" is issued, i t  should be issued in  the 

way; that is to Say, let the Government be 
prepared for it, so that they will know that if theg 
lose on this decision they will fall; and not on a mat- 
ter a snap decision. I do not think you could do 
that without Your having givenenotiee of i t ;  I do not 

that this dollar vote which was taken can be taken 
as against the Minister of Con~munications; and my 
view in this m t t e r  would be one for thought and res- 
ervation, or if that vote which was taken against the 
Government could be regarded as a vote of "no con- 
fidence " they should be called upon to resign. 

The Government could come here and ask that 1 
this matter be voted on SO that when the issue comes 
back again, we do not have t o  debate the principle. 
I was not presmt when this vote was taken; and de- 
spite what Was written in the Press, when the Oppo- 
sition wanted to make a vote of "no confidence" 1 
understand that the Minister of Social Services had 
given some assurance about a departmental investiga- 
tion. It is not for me to say how the Hon. Leader of 
the House would conduct his business if the vote wen1 
wahnst the Minister or the Government. Under the 
Consititutica which we have I do not feel that you 
could ask a Minister to resign on this one dollar vote. 
I h a w  given some study to the convmtion, and I hope 
that  this will give the Hon. Premier some food for 
tbo~lght: no matter who is the Minister, you cannot 
have any system of oonstitutional development m d  
L1se a snap decision in any departmental vote as a 
means of gettinq rid of a Minister. Arro- 
gane? is a bad thing and the manner in 
\-:hieh some of the Ministers treat the House 
of Assembly is one of the difficulties which is re- 
sponsible for this matter that we are pursuing. There 
are points on  which I would raise a vote of "no con- 
fidence" such as in connection with the Government 
not having any business in  exchmginp this land in 
St. Philip. That w e  a matter of an  a,dmission; tkey 
had no right to exchange this land unless Parliament 
had approved of it. 

I would say that what even appeared in the ncws- 
paper had no particular reference to the Minister of 
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Communications; however, later I will draw the at- 
tention of the House as to  how through arrogance you 
get things done. I do not subscribe to the view that 
the Minister of Commmicatiolls should be called upon 
to resign because this vote was taken. It was diffi- 
cult to  say whether th? Head of the Administration 
should have admitted that audience ; what I would say 
i n  a matter of this sort is that it is a matter of bad 
grace or conduct; but  it does seem strange to  me that 
the Head of the Administration did not.receive the 
Hon. Leader of the Opposition. He should have let 
the Leader of the Opposition know that  the matter 
was a matter for  the Premier; but  I do not consider 
that the Hon. Leader of the Opposition should be giv- 
en a telephone m-e i n  this matter ; I feel that that 
audience should have been granted. If we are going to 
preserve the rights of Parliament, we should not be 
treated in any off-hand manner like that.  
We are working under a new system and 
I consider, it would be an affront t o  the nor- 
mal courtesies which are granted to people in the Op- 
position and for the Hon. Leader of the Opposition, 
not to have been granted that access to the Gov- 
ernor. He should h v e  ready audience with the B e -  
mier and the Head of the Administration. 

I hope that as we go on we will drop a little of 
this clutching to the colonial system and the colonial 
methods, and realise that we are evolving a West In- 
ciian nationhood in order to become more vigorous in  
running things in a way which we feel is in  the best 
interest of this colony. 

What I have said I have said from my interpre- 
tation of the constitution as it stands. I hoge that 
we can reach an end of this matter w i t h ~ u t  the re- 
course to any acrimonious debate. I would lilie to 
get down to the debate on the Budget because there 
aTe many important things in the Budget which I 
TT-ould like to deal with. 
9!10 pm. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, this is 
really one of the debates which should not generate 
any heat, because it is going to resolve itself into a 
matter of opinion by the Governor and his legal ad- 
visers. Nevertheless, whm Ministerial Status became 
a ~ea1it.y in Barbados, one of the first things the Pre- 
mier did war; t o  level a n  insult at  the Opposition by 
allowing them to know that  there was no Opposition ; 
and that they did not h o w  what they were doing. 
Maybe he still feels so; and i t  is our duty to show 
him that there is a n  Opposition; and that the further 
he goes with his Ministerial system, the more he will 
feel that there is m Opposition although it may not 
be one to suit him. Naturally you can have a sort of 
puppet Opposition that will play stooge to the B e -  
nlier and might therefore be well praised to the Col- 
onial Office and other places. 

Now what are the real facts of this case? As the 
Leader of the Opposition has already pointed out, 
there is nothing personal in this case. When the hon. 
junior member for St. J o b  attempted to put the 
facts, I was t e ry  glad to  see that Mr. Deputy Speak- 
er stopped him quickly. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: On a point d Order Mr. 
Speaker. I was not aware that the Deputy Speaker 
stopped me a t  any time. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: after listening to the 
hon. member, one would hardly be aware of anything. 
What are really the facts? It is the opinim of the 
Opposition that  as a result of a reduction by a dollar 
of a Resolution which fell within the portfolio of the 
Minister of Communications, thete was constituted a 
rote of censuTe under the conveintions which His Ex- 
eellency had said should apply as f a r  as  practicable 
as they apply in  England. Members of the Opposi- 
tion feel tha t  a breach has been committed. 

Now what is the next positionl As the Leader of 
the Opposition has said, sometime was delayed be- 
cause arising out of that debate, it became necesary 
$or your Honour to  give a ruling on a particular mat 
ter; therefore the Opposition could not act. There 
have been various opinions expressed as to how these 
conventions should apply in  Barbados. Natwally on 
this side of the Table, there are those of us who hold 
;our opinion backed up, of course, by the opinions ot 
some of the constitutional legal luminaries. On the 
opposite side of the Table the opposite opinions are 
being held, and we hope that the Law Officers will 
be impartial because we do hope that the action of 
the Governor will be that of an impartial Head of 
an  Admhistration. 

I say that we should not generate any heat. I 
was glad that the hon. junior member for St. Lucy, 
learned as he is in ancient Constitutional Procedure, 
tvas able to keep the debate after the Leader of the 
Opposition on such a high plane. I hope that it will 
continue on that plane. 

Now we have every reason to interpret cmtain 
sections of the despatches and the conventions to meaa 
that  the Minister of Communications, since a vote for 
which he was responsible was reduced, that under 
those circumstances, i t  would be inecessary for him as 
an individual Minister to resign, and not for the Gov- 
crnment to resign. I n  view of the opening remarks 
of His Excellency when he said that as fa r  a s  practi- 
cable we should follow in  these conventions, the usage 
and customs of England, there is no argument to say 
that in  similar circumstances a Minister in  England 
would not resign. 

There seems to be no doubt that what is written 
here by the Governor is what he means. I was amazed 
as I listened to the hon. junior member for St. John, 
how could he otherwise interpret paragraph 22 than 
that the Governor has the right to dismiss the 
Minister ? Paragraph 22 distinctly says : "Again 
proceeding along the lines of Gwelopment 
from which the present system in  the U.K. 
has been evolved, I considm that the appoint- 
ment of the principal Minister should be made by 
the Governor who should appoint the person who ap- 
pears to him to be best able to command a majority 
in the House of Assembly. The other Ministers should 
be appointed by the Governor on the arecommendation 
of the principal Minister. Any Minister should be 
liable to be dismissed by the Governor after consulta- 
tion with the principal Minister." 

Had it not been so, it would obviously mean that a 
Minister who was in the good favour of the Premier 
could do as he liked despite any censure 05 the House, 
and could never be removed if the interpretation of 
the hon. member for St. John is correct. But I do 
not think that any one in this House would take him 
seriously even on his inte~rpretation of that section. 
I think i t  is crystal clear that the Governor has the 
power to remove a Minister. 

We happen to be in the Opposition. I n  Barba- 
dos we really have, a hybrid system of Ministerial 
Government; we are actually trying it out so to  speak. 
I have always said on the floor of this House that 
what goes up  must come down. 
9.20 p.m. 

The beason why we raised this matter in the 
House today is because if this system is to be ad- 
hered to, we must start right now; if it is to be 
o&rved along the custom of Ministerial Govern- 
ment in the United Kingdom, it ~t start now. 
If we allow this opportunity to pass by without 
saying mything, we will not know to what it wili 
lead. When a Minister, regardless of wha he is, 
gets a reduction of a vote on something which deals 
with his portfolio and where grave dissatisfaction 
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had b n  ezcpresssd on the Item which caused the 
debate (as what took place in this House for several 
hours actually running on from one session to an- 

4 other) what would be the position of the ,Opposition 
if we had sat quietly and did not draw it to  tbe 
attention of the Head of the Administration. Of 
c o w ,  if we had done that, we would be the type 
of Opposition to which the Hon. P~emier refers. 
I t  is my mnsidered opinion that it was really the 
duty of the Head of the Administration, and still 
is h i  duty, to call on this Minister to resign; an3 
there is no necessity for me to go into the Executive 
Committee Act and to read all the despatches that 
went on in this matter. I think every honourablc 
member knows all about that. 

What are the facts that brought about a reduc- 
tion in the vote which caused this m u l t  of the 
matter? On the occasion of the 18th January last 
when the matter was discussed, the Hon. Leader of 
the House who is the Minister of Social Services, 
said that s d d e n t  had been said on the matter to 
cause Government to have an investigation; that is 
an aazlisaion in itself by a member of the Goveru- 
ment that paragraph 22 melam that a Government 
must be responsible collectively and individually. 
The Hon. Minister of Socfial Services said that they 
had heard sufficient to cause them concern, and he 
went so far as to promise to have an investigation. 
The honourable senior member for St. Philip on that 
occasion in moving the motion for the reduction by 
one dollar said that it could not interfere with the 
purchasing of the supplies, but would indicate the re- 
sentment and the dissatisfaction which this House 
feels on the matter. In reply to the honourable j h o r  
member for St. Peter who said something to the effect 
that the reduction was taken on the vote, that show-s 
his view was ablutrely iincorrwt; it was a debate 
in the House that was drawn out for a length of 
time, and it gavi opportunity to the Government to 
summon (every member of its party to the House. 
By what imagination can members of the Govern- 
ment call that a snap votre? How can anybody 
attempt to call that a snap vote ? If some honourable 
member feels it is a' map vote, God help us, if we 
have to live in a aountry where s Premier can only 
remove a Minister in his own ~ights. Don't fool your- 
self, tomorrow anybody e h  might be Premier. You 
do not change conventions to suit individuals; at 
present t h ~ r e  are a lot of young graduates who ex- 
pect to be swept into this Chamlber and to assunle 
control of Barbados within the nlext few years. Do 
not fool yourself nor the people in this country that 
you wiU always be in power; do not have c6nven- 
tiom or laws to suit individuals. Therefore we say 
now, let us know whkre we are with respect to this 
matter. Is it not in order to say that in keeping 
with the conventions and customs obtained in the 
IJnited E5ngdom7 if a similar circumstance had 
occurred there as what oc~urred here on 18th Janu- 
ary last, that the Mislister in oharge of that depart- 
ment would have to resign; and I do know he would 
not allow any motion like this to be made ; he would 
automatically resign. 

I feel the viewa expressed by the Hon. Leader 
of the Opposition must have caused a tremendous 
lot of stir to thinking persons of this community. 
Jjet me say again, it is nothing personal w'ith the 
Hon. Minister of Comunications; however, genial 
he may be, it would be our solemn duty to the coun- 
try to call on him to resign. If it were another 
party in power and the Hon. Premier were the 
Leader of the Opposition, he would be bound to 
interpret this convention as we are interpreting it, 

and he would be bound to icrttll on the Head of the 
Administration to carry out his duty. 

We have Pound ourselves in the position of 
having the Governor refusing to see members of 
this Chamber collectively or individualLy on this 
matter; I want to say this with the greatest respect: 
I conslider the Governor is rather discourteous in 
the matter. I haw in my possession a letter from 
Lord Lloyd. We of the Opposition have made our 
position clear; His Exqellency the Governor shouid 
have never attempted to let it appear as if he it3 
leaning on one side; and that is the impression 
which has gone around. 
9.30 p-m. 

I t  will be the dutv of the Hon. Premier to defend 
the Governor, but Head of the Administration 
the Governor should be courteous. He could have 
received any membar of this House and not express 
a view in one way or the other; I say that he should 
be placed among those Governors who have been 
made to pack up and leave this colony. Sin% when 
a Governor is to tell you that you must deal first 
with his Chief Secretary? You have either to be 
;a man or a mouse; and you can tell which he k. 
It is the Governor's duty to receive honourable 

1 members of this Chamber. What about conventions t ' You cannot overnight just slay that the custom 
which has been observed for many years must now 
be broken; what a shock it was to members of the 
Opposition to find that it took a whole day to get t i c  
Governor to make a decision and then you are told 
that you should slee the Chief Secretary. I know 
that Your Honour is going to suggest that I am 
sailing near the wind, but this is one of those things 
in respect of which you must sail in the wind. We 
were somewhat shocked and hurt to think that we 
were treated in this manner; apparently some con- 
ventions are kept. As the junior member for St. 
Lucy has said legs than an hour ago, honourable 
members .of this Chamber were received at Gov- 
ernment House by the Governor; early last year 
since Ministerial Status was in operation honourab:.. 
members were received by the Governor. As, a mark 
of our disapproval, we shall move a reduction of the 
vote which he has foy mtertainment. We have al- 
ways shown, Ministerial Status or no Ministerial 
Status, a high sense of CO-opleration with the Head 
of the Administration; we have always tried our 
best to keep the Governor on a plane above Party 
Politics; but I am afraid, d r ,  that this gentleman 
seems to forget the office which he occupies, and m 
this is just tho beginning of a system he has done 
something which I am sure he h- to r e g ~ &  unless 
he changes the entire system and prevent a lot of 
us from being elected here. 

What we really want done therefore, is-to have 
this entire matter gone into; and it can only be 
gone into by such impartial legal authorities as 
those who would have to advise the Government; 
but I am afraid that naturally the Premier will fight 
every inch of ground and rightly so, to test this 
whob matter. I say rightly so because if the 
Opposition raise this question of breach of comven- 
tion, it is the P*remile~'s duty to fight with the Gov- 
ernor to show that it is not a bmach of convention. 
We have always hoped that the advisers to the 
Govmor will forget that there is either a Party in 
Opposition or a Party in the Government; but today 
you will fM a lot of officials back-slapp!ng and 
licking because they am looking for promotion; bat 
sooner or later the Colonial Office will catch up with 
R, lot of them. 14 is the Premier's duty I say, to 
fight every inch of ground and it is for US to 5% that 
the conventions are maintaind. We do not want 



any saga boy,; we want a Governor. Tire asked the: 
Governor for an interview; we did not want to 
advise him. Do you mean to tell me that with o 
system which has been going on for 300 year-Of 
course I told the Leader of the Opposition to let 
me do the telephoning all alone. I wanted to know 
when i t  was sald that the Governor would see us 
and the answer came: "I do not think it is proper 
to see him." We thought i t  was proper to see him; 
the answer came that we could not see him; it took 
half an  hour before we could get that answer. Bs 
a matter of fact I made my 'decision in this matter 
last night; any Governor who adopts that attitude. 
clan tell you what his position is going to be. Even 
if he is morally afraid a t  the point of discourtesy 
to see tlie ,Opposition- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will just caution the honour- 
able member to remember Rule 126: "No member 
may use the Governor's name irreverently in debate, 
nor for the purposle of influencing the I-Iouse in its 
Governor7@ deliberations. " 
9.40 p.m. 

Mr. E. D. I\IOTTLEY: I t  is difficult in this 
instance not to make reference to the Head of the 
Administration, but I am not using his name in 
influencing the debate. I do say that we asked for 
an  audience, and it took half an hour to give us an 
answer. Human beings are human beings; we arc: 
dealing with something to which we are opposed; 
and it is our interpretation of the convention that 
we should do a certain thing in a certain way. I 
am fighting every inch of this matter ; I look back at 
the custom of having an impartial person at  the head, 
we cannot advise the Governor; I feel he @aid that he 
conld not see us for fear the Premier report him to 
Downing Street and prevent his promotion. 

That is how i t  is;  how else could we feel? I t  is 
onr duty. We find ourselves in the Opposition today, 
the Opposition of today may be the Governmept of to- 
morrow; we must get this issue tested. We will have 
co  ill feeling for the Governor if he has to give an 
cpinion or ruling which is against our interpretation, 
God forbid that we should have any grudge; but the 
Governor should not adopt the attitude that he has 
adopted. Do you think it was nice reading this morn- 
ing that the Governor refused to see elected members 
of the House of Assembly? The Gove~hnor has put  
himself too far  in it. Wihatever his opinion might be, 
an4  whatever his decision is to be, he should not 
allow i t  a t  any rate to get abroad that he is l e ~ ~ i n g  
on one side or the other. 

I said that there is no necessity to generate any 
heat but the treatment by the Governor of those1 
gmtlemen, deserves the criticism which I suppose he 
will get even later in this debate. As to the view 
expressed by the hon. juizio$ member for St. John, 
he is entitled to his view. He feels that the Premier 
&lone should be able to dismiss a Minister; I do not 
think he feels that the Premier alone should be able 
t o  appoint a Minister. 

Mr. Speaker, I am supporting the views expressed 
by the Opposition because we want to have a ruling 
on this matter; I do not mean a ruling from You11 
Ilonour; I mean a ruling as to whether the reduction 
by a dollar of the vote which came under the Minis- 
ter's portfolio (and that is nothing to do with whether 
it was for the Spa Road, Haggatts Road, Bruce Vale 
Road or any other road) constituted a vote of censure 
against the Minister. The fact remains that after 
much discussion lascing for two Tuesdays, i t  will be 
n ~ t e d  that during the entire debate there was no 
c.riticism of the actual Government 'S policy, but criti- 
cism of the policy of the Minister in handling that 
particular portfolio. 

That being so, what would follow if we a3e to 
follow the English Convention as closely as is practi- 
cable for Barbados? If the House has censured tha 
Minister's policy in  handling that particular matter, 
~t follows that the Minister should resign; i t  also 
follows as the night follows the day, that the 
Premier will fight to have the Minister retain his 
seat. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Me fight?] You can 
always tell when the PremielJ is afraid. I can hear 
a voice saying "Let us have an election"; bat they 
dare not. People will fight the Government Party 
not on the question of roads, but on the question of 
Emigration and the foolishness that the Minister of 
Labour came back here from England and talked. 

Mr. Speaker, as I have said, there is nothing 
personal in  this matter; if i t  had been the portfolio 
of any other Wnister we would have adopted the 
same attitude. I t  is our duty and we have got t o  
carry it out; therefore I feel that  this debate will 
serve a useful purpose in showing how Ministerial 
Status and the system of Ministerial Government 
should operate. If as some mernhers feel, this particu- 
lar matter is trivial and that the reduction of tha 
vote was not a criticism of the Minister's policy, let 

, that be ruled by the person who, under the Conven- 
tion, has the right to make that ruling. Rut  we are 
submitting that the criticism which was made was 
against the policy of the Minister and was a vote of 
censurk; despite the fact that after the reduction, 
the Minister was allowed by Your Honour to give a 

1 lengthy explanation. I t  i s  no justification to say 
, after tihe reduction was passed, that because he gave 
an explanation, the reduction of the vote did not 
constitute a vote of censure, and that therefore the 
Minister of Communications should not resign. 

The Hon. Minister's vote was reduced, not by any 
snap vote; but it was reduced after hours of debate 
that lasted for two meetings despite the fact that he 
gave an explanation. Another important point is that 
yciu will find from the debate that the hon. senior 
member for St. Philip said that he was moving th3 
reduction as a mark of protest. We have had divisions 
on very small matters, such as whether the House, 
should ad jou~n ,  which you might call snap votes; no 
one could attempt to suggest that  the vote by which 
the particular Head was reduced was a snap vote; I 
have no doubt that that is what will be put up, but i t  
is not true; the debate went on for  hours. The Gov- 
ernment has 15 members in this Chamber; the debate, 
as I said, went on for hours and gave the Government 
ail opportunity to summon its members; and there- 
forfe how could anyone suggest that this was a snap 
vote? If the Government has 15 members and they 
could only get six to vote against the motion for  
reduction, does that not show that there was great 
dissatisfaction ? 

I am, not going into the merits of repairing the 
road. The fact that the vote was reduced by a dollar 
and that the Hon. Minister has not resigned is a 
breach of the convention. As the hon. junior member: 
for St. Peter has said, if the Head of the Aidministra- 
tion is going to tell the Leader of the Opposition that 
he could not see him because of the conventions of 
the Ministerial system as the hon. junior member for 
St. Lucy has asked, are you going to observe one part 
of the convention and forget the other pa~: t?  Will 
you observe that part which prevents the Governor 
from seeing members of the Opposition because he 
is afraid d someone in the Government, and then say 
you will not observe the other part of the conventions 
which says that in the circumstances unded which the 
reduction of this vote was made, the particular Minis- 
ter should not resign? 
9.50 p m .  

Do not make the people in this country sease 
' to respect the people wham they send here as Gover- 
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n.ors; a Governor has always stood aloof from p ~ r t y  
politics. If the people cease to have that rre:+pect, 
Ministerial Government or no Ministerial Govern- 
ment, that position would be a farce. Of course, 
Ministerial Government in this colony is just a 
hybrid; we are trying i t  out; we of the Opposition 
said we are giving it a tttial. We felt that we had a 
long way to go and we also realised that you would 
not be always in  power. We did not criticise the 
Ministerial system, but you said a t  that time that 
you were following the customs in the United King- 
dom. What would be the position if a Minister in 
Eingland had his policy so criticised, and the members 
of the Opposition had succeeded in  getting the House 
to agree to a reduction i n  a vote? W e  do not want 
to show that we have anything against a Minister, 
we want to show it was against the Minister's policy. 
We could have voted against the whole Government; 
therefore, by what we have done, i t  would be seen 
that we have voted against the Minister concerned; 
and I am sure the Governor sees that unless he is 
leaning heavily on one side. If he is leaning on one 
side, there will still be those of us who would be.in 
here and who would still get up and talk; he is not 
going to meet i t  very easy. I feel the Hon. Minister 
of Communications having had this particular item 
reduced by a dollar, it is his duty to resign. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I had hoped that I would 
have heard somebody else, but i t  is absolutely imma- 
terial to m,, who follows after me. I am glad that the 
Mover of this motion adopted the attitude he has 
auopted. Instead of the hurricane with which we 
have been threatened, I may say now that i t  was not 
even a S-quall, i t  was not even a high wind; i t  con- 
firmed what we on this side of the House feel about 
the Leader of the Opposition: that he found himself 
in the unfortunate position of having been pushed 
from behind. The Editor of the A . d ~ ~ o ~ n t e  newspaper 
having said in  an Editorial about two Sundays ago 
that i t  was his duty to do something about it, and 
scme other members of his Party having told him 
likewise and put him in  the vanguard, he moved this 
motion; but I must congratulate him on the way in 
which he did i t  today at  any rate. Without any 
pretense whatsoever when he spoke today, mu could 

see that he was not spleaking with any authority; but 
merely with the feeling that it was his duty as Leader 
of the Opposition, according to what was spoken, to 
spring this motion before the House. I have already 
told him today privately that if he had adopted a 
different attitude, I am afraid i t  would have been my 
duty to be very stmng in my language as to what is 
possibly behind the whole of this. Mr. Speaker, I 
have said this more than ollce and I say it again: 
( I  have said i t  earlier today) I am conscious of the 
fact that being a lawyer and because more members 
of this House are laymen, I realise that they do not 
know and they get tangled up ; perhaps it is a good 
tEing for the legal profession. They should have been 
advised by persons in their own party (particularly 
by the persons who have long legal experience) that 
this matter suggests nothing of a breach of privilege ; 
i t  is utterly absurd to think this suggests that the 
Minister of Communications did something wrong, 
and therefore would have to resign; to say that there 
is a logical conclusion i n  implying that this vote was 
a vote of censure could not be rnoh absurd. And to 
suggest that the Governor has the power to  dismiss a 
M!inister except on the advice of the Premier of 
Barbados is something worst than stupidity. To sug- 
gest that the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
should be appealed to, is something which i t  is hoped 
they will do; because they will get the biggest flea- 
bite in  the ear if they appealed to Mr. Lennox-Boyd 
to chastise me for not calling on the Minister to 
resign. I hope they will have the cairage to do so. 

The convention (and the hon. junior member for 
St. James knows i t )  makes i t  compulsory for the 
Queen to act on the adviceiof Her Ministers. If Sir 
Winston Churchill does not agree t o  call on any 
Minister of his Parliament to resign, the Queen dam 
not call on that Minister to do so ; she would be acting 
unconstitutionally. I t  is the same thing under our  
~ r e s e n t  constitutional set-up ; there is no difference. 
Even when a predecessor of S i r  Winston Churchill 
called on King Edward VIII,  the King did not dare 
go against Mr. Baldwin's advice; he had to abdicate 
IfLTst. The same would apply to  my pos~tion; the Gov- 
ernor would W ,  not me. I say1 thalt w~thout  any 
offence to the present head of the Executive who could 
not possibly make that mistake; he could not, and 
from the knowledge of his position he would not 
Some people may not know4 that he was at Oxford 
University and that he read Jurisprudence; that 
is why I say he would not. He also has legal advisers 
and he would know his position i n  this set-up. 

It has been hinted occasionally that we cannot 
go into the merits of this matter. Nobody is now 
questioning the vote of this House ; but surely hn,ving 
said that the constitutional conventions under which 
the present Government is working, (and they are 
there for a child to read) they ought to know what 
&re the relations of the Queen with the Cabinet of 
Great Britain. 

Now, if we can agree to say that the relationr, of 
the Queen and the Cabinet are as  clear as the sun at 
midday, then what is the position? If the Premier 
or the Ministry as a whole fails i n  a vote on some- 
tiiing of major policy, if the House voted ~ i n s t  the 
lVIinistry, (which fundamentally is the Premier; and 
he is the only judge of what is a matter of major 
policy) can he then not go to the Governor and say: 
"This is an adverse vote on our poliey and I m i g a "  
1 0 . 0  p.m. 

The Ministry is the only judge, and the Premier 
ultimately. What happened9 I can go only by the 
Offtckil Gamtttte; the Official Garxdte says that the 
hon. senior member for  St. Prhililp in moving this 
reduction, said that his moving it would not have 
the effect of preventing this matter from going on;  . 
but i t  would 'be a mark of dissatisfaction felt by the 
House. By no  stretch of imagination could anybody 
Eay that that was a djrect vote of na  coddence. I am 
fortified in  my conclusion by  reason of the fact, that 
the hon. junior member for  St. Andrew said that it 
was a perfectly correct thing to repair the Spa Road 
and he voted with the Opposition. How could 1 say 
that it is a vote of no confidence when the same hon. 
member who voted with the Opposition said that this 
Spa Eoad should have been done a long time ago? 
Row could I call upon a Minister t o  resign whcn a , 
vote from a member of the (Opposition is like :hat? 
The Premier has to look a t  all the circumstaaces 
of the ~ o t e ;  he has t o  see if the matter is one aftect- 
ing a major point of policy. I am not asking hon. 
members just to take my word for  i t ;  they will f h d  
that the matter is set out i n  the latest edition of 
'Ridges7 "Constitutional Law7'  by G. A- &'orrest. I 
will deal with the hon. junior member for St. Lucy 
in time ; I Priill show how his special pleading is utter- 
ly unworChy of anybody who claims that he speaks 
with intellectual honesty. I t  is utterly untrue to say 
that self-Government is granted to  a colony'bct i t  
goes back some other time. Self-Government is Self- 
Government; it is just sheer nonsense for anybody 
vrho reads or quotes an  Address to the Governor when 
Ministerial Status was begun in  this countq-Any 
who01 boy can tell you what happened a t  the time 
when Ministerial Status was 'introduced. The con- 
ventions which govern Great Britain to-day in so 
far  as  they apply to  Barbados, are those by  which 



we are working. 'l'nis is what is stated in tl& Ridges 
latest eclltion on ~onstitutional Law: "h a result 
ot the change of relations since 1867 'between the 
eiectorate and thq Commons, the Rule of resigrkhon 

, ~ l ~ c e .  is no longer confined to cases of vote of no comic1- - 
It is now the convention that a vote on any issue of 
importance is fatal to the continuation of the Illinis- 
t ry  in power, unless i t  can successfully appeal to the 
Lectorate." The Ministry of courde aecides what is 
a vital vote. The same thing applies to the resigna- 
tion of individual Ministers; if the Premier feels that 
the circumstances under which the vote was given 
and the nature of it do not warrant a resignation ' e 
ignores it, otherwise he is playing into the hands of 
people who have got a personal dislike for a Minister, 
and he may be just ,helping them to main a victim; 
that may just throw the Ministers to the wolves. There 
is not the ghost of a chance of my discussing the 
question of the resignation of the Hon. Minister of 
Communications; nobody is more anxious than I to 
see this Ministerial Status succeed, because I cannot 
cease saying how advanced we are above other colon- 
ies; and for us to calmly and stupidly depart from 
a convention, would kill all chances of a Ministerial 
Status. If there is ,a convention which says that when- 
ever there is a vote taken it must be construed as a 
vote of no confidence, of course the Minister if not 
the whole Government will resign. Two weeks after 
this vote was taken, the Hon. Minister of Comlxuni- 
castions came in here and made a statement as  to the 
whole affair, and pointed out that the hon. junior 
member for St. Andrew as a Highway Commissioner 
was pressing for this road to be done. I distinctly 
remember hearing three hon. members from over 
tlzere saying: "Why did you not make that statement 
last Tuesday? If we knew then  hat we know 
now, we would not have voted as we voted." I sat her; 
and heard the debate; and do you ask me to con- 
ceive of the vaguest possibility of my asking the Mon. 
Minister to resign? I am fifty years of age, not f i ~ c  
y e a 4  of age. 

The hon. junior member fo r  St. Peter ~r.rde 
reference to some of the things which took place while 
the negotiations were going on; as f a r  back as F'rbru- 
ary 1951, I was in touch with the C'olonial Office on 
the question of Ministerial Status, ancl even befort, 
that. I was asked what was wrong with me that I was 
not pushing the matter; I pointed out that with the 
state of things in Barbados, I would not be justised 
in leaving the Barbados Workers' Union a t  that time. 
?%at intimation having been passed on to me that thc 
C'olonial Offite was quite ready to give Barbados 
Ministerial Status, (we would liave had Miiiisterial 
Status the first in  the West Indies) verbally I told 
the Governor wxat I have just said. Later in i952 
the members of the Executive Committee passeti on 
Gur views on paper a,s to the form the Ministerial Sps- 
tern should take, and we pointed out that Barhado5 
was different from the ofher colonies Kistorically and 
that our Conqtitution was different; we wanted 8 

Ministerial System which was based on the conven- 
tions of Great Britain. Hon. Mr. Turner wrote his 
views and he used the word zrcqnsultation". As the 
hon. junior member for St. Peteralias said, we did not 
accept the word consultation; we said: "For that 
matter we will hear you, but  we will not accept your 
views." We said that  we would not accept a Illinis 
tcrial Status in which the Governor was not bound 
a t  all times to take the advice of his Ministers except 
in respect of external affairs; tfie position of the 
Premier in Ba,rbados was to l e exactly the same as 
that of the Prime Minister in  Great Britain. Event- 
ually the Colonial Office gave way and agreed to the 
tcrm "fYrem"1er" withovt the use of the word "mn- 
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sultation" which is not repeated in the bnai iLIes- 
~ n g e ;  that was because we said we would not acecept 
it, 11 tne Governor did not have to  take the advice 
oi h n  Ministers according to the system which pre- 
:ails in Great Britain. It is my duty ~ 1 t i m a t t . i ~  to 
judge as to whether a matter is a matteri of vital im- 
portance, and whether an  adverse vote would be sup- 
ported in the country, before I ask the Governor to 
dissolve this House or to awept the resignation of 
tlie Minister. I am the judge, i n  spite of' the remarks 
1;hich have been made by some bon. members who 
have not taken the trouble to study what the conven- 
tions really are, or if they have taken that trouble, 
they have made a special pleader's plea. 
10.1q p.m. 

We objected right a t  the start t o  the use of the 
word "dismiss" on the ground that it wm unnt.ces- 
sarily harsh, until we were reminded that this word 
is used in Great Britain and the Dominions. The 
Queen may dismiss a Minister and the Governor- 
General may dismiss a Minister also, but the con- 
vention is that i t  ean be only on the advice of the 
Premier or Prime Minister. If the House is misled by 
the use of the word pl is miss" I would like to  repeat 
that we ourselves originally objected to that word; 
I thought it' unnecessarily harsh. It may have m~sled 
some hon. members into thinking that  the Gover~ior 
ha5 the right to say "gor' to a Minister a t  any time ; 
but he can say i t  only after being asked to, say ~t by 
the Premier. 

If a Minister is asked by me to resign, he .would 
not resign until I turned to the Governor and said 
"this Minister has to go"; and then a formal lettcr 
oft dismissal goes to the Minister. I ask this House to  
Lee that i t  would be a lamentable thing if we, having 
got a constitution which is the best of all the consti- 
tutions in the Colonial Empire, being on the footing 
o? the Ministers in Great Britain in so far  as our 
internal affairs are concerned, i t  would be a lament- 
able thing for this House by any serious expression 
cf opinion (let alone by a vote) to commit an action 
which can do1 us no good. 

Can anyone complain to the Secretary of State 
for me? All I would tell the Secretary oE State is to 
mind his own business. It is for this House tc; say 
i f  they want the constitution altered again; can the 
Secretary of State tell me that I did wrong in that 
i should have called on the Governor to dismiss. the 
Minister of Communications? He woud not dream of 
doing it. 

1 hope to hear of what Lord Lloyd will tell the 
hen. junior member for Christ Church when he goes 
t o  see him; T am sure that Lord Lloyd will tell him 
that we must settle our own affairs ourselves. I am 
told that he is too polite to tell the hon. member what 
l:( should tell him; that is, that he does not Itnot.: 
Ihe beginning of the meaning of the word "cor~ven- 
tion". The most I will tell him is that i t  is a Bar- 
badian matter, and should be settled among o-W- 
selves. 

I mill not keep the House long; L hope I have 
r.ac?e the position as clear as T can. Discussioi~s rela- 
tir? to hlinisterial Status started as  f a r  back as 1951 : 
n e  fouyht on this and that point, and finally thp 
Colonial Office gave way on several points. We in- 
sisted on certain things. until they agreed with us. al-i! 
rave way on what we wanted. I do not want to quotn 
things that have not been made public yet, 
but I will say that after the Hon. Mr. 
Turner has sent his despatch, we were in- 
formed by the Governor that he would forward 
a copy to us. It was a matter between Mr. 
Turner, the Governor and the Colonial W e e ;  it was 
a secret as fa r  as we were concerned. As won as wc. 
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read two or three paragraphs of it, we strongly 0:;- 
jetted to certain things as the hon. junior ineulber 
tor St. Peter has said. W-e objected to the use o; tllc 
word There %,,as some correspond- 
ence and we wrote as  follows: 

qn other words, whatever functions exist in 
Great Britain, relating to the appoil~tmellt of, and 
termination of, office of ministers; to the sumlilon- 
ing, prorogatioll or dissolution of the legislature ; to 
the appointment of non-hereditary members to the 
upper House; the acceptance of advice of Ministers 
of the Crown ; to their collective responsibility ; to 
the positioll of the prime Minister vis a vis the 
Crown, the Legislature alld the Cabinet and gener- 
ally to the exercise of the Royal prerogative of 
government by a constitutional monarch, should, in 
purely interllal affairs as  referred to above- be 
observed in Barbados. 

Hon. mem'bers see lzow that I have read 
that  in effect those words are copied i n  the despatqh; 
1 am sure that even the O ~ ~ o s i t i o n  would not mlsh 
it to be otherwise; they would not wish us to hare 
less control over our own affairs. I am sure that 
~van t  us to have absolute selT-Clovernmeat barring 
things like Police etc. 

I have .practically finished- the hen. 
senior member for the City said he preferred light 
.to heat, he did wax warm. Unless You are a lawyer, 
elld unless as  a lawyer you have a liking for con- 
stitutional law, points like these may easily &$cape 
you.. 
10.20 p.m. 

The law does not always mean what it *ys; 
at least, that is the view taken by some laymen. 
to them i t  seems to say, the very opposite be 
the case. There are numbers of people who unfor- 
unately get into trouble Over land because .when a 
conveyance says "I bequeath your heirs and 
assigns certain p ~ ~ ~ e s ~ i o l l s , "  they think, as they put 
i t  ill their Own language, that it means that land 
goes from seed to seed. The law is such a 
creature, if YOU leave out the phrase heirs and assigns 

i t  goes from seed to but when you put it in, 
you mean that you are absolute. points like ' 
that mean a lot until You give them a lot of 
and learn them; sometimes even escape the 
notice of lawyers; so in affairs of constitutional law, 
~ n t i l  you have learnt your history of the develop- 
lneiit of the particular colony and you know the con- 
stitutional law appertaining to it, and until you 
know the background of the beginning of any con- 
stitution, you can easily come to any conclusion. Let 
us say for  instance, that you know of somlething that 
has happened in Jamaica and you know .the constitu- 
tion of some West Indian colonies; you therefore 
~ s ~ u m e  that the Bahamas has the same constltutlon; 
but i t  does not mean that i t  is so. 

I am not attempting to blame the Opposition 
for their attitude today; I am not going to say they 
knew that they were wasting the time of the House; 
I realise that at  any rate a few hon. members on 
that side of the Table did not know; and of course 
by not knowing, you would make a mistake of this 
sort. I am glad to note that the hon. junior member 
for St. Peter said what he did; and I am taking 
this oppol~~llnity in view of one sentence which he 
made, to thank thse hon. member. He did writ, this 
letter to me, and he did say what he always said. 
This is in  one paragraph of his letter to me: "the 
dismissal of a Minister and other matters connected 
with that, should be done under the advice of the 
Premier. The Governor should not be left with the 
power to act alone. We have never backed down from 
that." j 
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When I decide as  Premier that the electorate 
is not going to support us, or ile there is the pbrssic. 
bility that the Governilient is defeated on some- 
thing which is 01 a major issue, I can then go to 
the Qoveriior and put  lily res ipa t ion  in his hands, 1 
and advise him to call for such and such a member' 
o r  to  hold a11 election. There is a bare ~ossibi l i ty 
that a Primc Aiiiliniste~. might wsign and his resigna- 
tion may not call 102 the resignation of the M5n- 
isters. He may say I no longer believe in liberal- 
ism or socialism and as a matter of principle 
may vacate his post ; but normally speaking, the 
resignation of a Premier or Prime Minister carries 
with i t  the resignation of all the Ministers. It wbuld 
be shocking to some hon. members to know that them 
is not the right of access to the individual member 
of this Assembly to the Governor. When His Hen- 
our lays claim to freledom of speech and the right 
of acoess to His Excellency the Governor a t  a11 
times, and at  that a favourable construction should 
be' placed on wilat is said in this chamber, year 
Honour is really repeating what was repeated sineo 
the dagrs of Henry VIII. 1 will only read from the 
early part of Chapter 3, of "May7:" Parliamentary 
procedure: 

"Both Houses of Parliament enjoy various privi- 
: leges in their collective capacity, as constituent parts 

of the High Court of Parliament; which are neces- 
sary for the support of their authority and for  the 
proper exercise of the functions entrusted to them 
by the constitution. Other privileges, again, are len- 
joyed by individual members, which protect their 
per~oils and secure their independence and dignity. 

Some privileges rest solely upon the law and cus- 
tom of Parliamellt while others have been defined 
by statute. Upon these grounds alone all privilegees 
whatever are founded.'' 

"May" goes on to say: "The privilege of access 
is not enjoyed by individual members of the liouse 
of Commons, but by the House a t  large, with their 
Speaker; and the on]y oeeasion on it is exer- 
dsed is when a n  Address is presented to ,the king by 
the whole house, Without this p r i ~ l e g e  i t  un- 
deniable that king might refuse to such an 
address presented in that manner; and that, so far 
as the attendance of the whole house may .ive etreot 
to an address, i t  is a privilege, dddresses 
of the house may also be commllnicated to the aov- 

by any members who have access to him as 
privy councillob or as members of ~i~ ~ ~ j ~ ~ t ~ 7 ~  
household.n 

As you can see, when we lay claim to the right 
of access that is not a right enjoyed by an  individual 
member. The Governor would be discourteous to 
still see an  individual m'ember who wanted to see 

about a ,  matter, which would put him in the 
of appearing to take In the old 

days when he could over rule his Executive Commit- 
tee allybody could see the Governor and *nobody 
W O U ~ ~  object; but as soon as you have a -Ministerial 
System, anything which affects a Mini&er7s Depart- 
ment should be addressed to the Minister. Imagine 
Aneurin Bevan telephoning and wkiltg for a n  audi- 
ence with the Queen and the Queen granting i t !  
10.30 p.m. 

Mr. TUDOR: On a point of Order. Aneurin 
Bevan could do that by virtue of his being a Privy 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : The hon. mkmber is fresh 
from his books; no constitutional monarch would 
begin to have an audienoe of that sort;  no constitu- 
tional monarch would do that. There is no individ- 
ual right of access, and when the Governor was 
advised on this particular matter, he acted as a con- 
stitutional Governor should act. Imagine an haq, 
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member bringing into this argument, the fact of ' 
the hone members for St. Lucy having gone to the 
Governor deploring the arrangement that Princess 
Margaret was not passing through the parish of St. 
tuCy; while the hen. junior member for St. Lucy 
was tdking, he realised that this was a different 
matter. Ceremonial matters do not come under any- 

por.folio but thle Chief Secretary's and the 
those matters have- nothing to do with 

the Ministries. When it came to the other delegation 
presenting the Resolution which was passed a t  a 
meeting, the Governor reported the matter to the 
Executive Committee; that is why they went to Gov- 
ernment House and the Hon. Minister of Labour was 
present. The members of the Opposition feel that 
the Governor was not doing his duty;  if the Governor 
had acted other than how he had acted, he would 
not have been acting constitutionally. I am defend- 
ing this matter un'der the constitutional position of 
the Governor today ; except for  external a$airs and 
the everyday operations of the police, the Governor 
has no better position than the Queen of England has 
in  the United Kingdom. 

1 am glad that all members have listened to me 
with the attention which they have paid to had 

the Hon. Leader of the House was regarding the 
motion as a motion of censure and was trying to  
bar off the result, [Hon.- Dr. H. G. CUMMINS : 
Not a t  all ] by suggesting to the ~ o u s e  at  the time 
that the Government would be prepared to investigae 
the matter. There could be no doubt that from the 
tenor of the debate, the whole thing was conducted 
on the line that the Minister had shown himself to 
be irresponsible in thle matter in which he was con- 
@erne4 and that whereas, we were not going to with- 
hold the vote, but we would take off some of it as a 
mark of dissatisfaction. 
10.40 P.m. 

The Premier is suggesting that what we are 
bound by is entirely the same as i t  is in England; I 
think you will come to find, or he will come to find 
later on, that  that is about as inaccurate as what 
we have been already treated to to-day. This is nos 
a constitutional monarchy; not yet. The Governor 
still sits in Executive Committee ; the Queen does 
not sit with her Cabinet and we know that  that  is 
a step which we are working towards ; but we have 
not got there yet. 

The Premier knows very well, if he can read 
a Constitutional Law Book aright, what is laid 
down; and when he sits in the Chair and the Gov- 

said. I regret this debate, beeawe it Was not necea- I ernor is removed from the consultations of Execu- 
sary. I do not blame hen. nwmbers who may not 1 
have carefully scrutinised the Governor's Message 
which was sent down here, and who were misled 
referring to Hon. Mr. ?'urner's lettjer which is a 
part  of the negotiations, but not the ultimate part 
of them. I believe that the hon. Mover of this motion 
and his Conservative colleagues made an honest m$- 
take; but from the point of view of the amount of 
time unnecessarily spent, it is mgrettable. But if 
the hen. junior member Christ Church had 
dropped this thing altogether, I would have 
it up  in  order to make clear to the public what the 
mndtikutional position is. Elerybody knows that  
we have self-Government; and I that 
be no more talk about the Governor doing his job and 
any reference to Mr. Lennox Boyd. The conventions 
of Great Britain being what they are, the day any 
Minister makes a slip on a matber of major policy 
and has not got the confidence of the House, (I  am 
not doing what I have seen done Or in some 
other territories,) I am 1,esigning and I may call 
'pon others t~ resign. mere a convention 
comes into play, I will observe i t  in the same manner 
as the members of the French Government 
observe it. I repeat: it is a good thing that the air 
has been cleared; and in the future nobody will be 
able to make this mistake again. 

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT : Mr Speaker, I think 
I had better say a few: words in connection with this 
matter. When we were considering the question of 
Ministerial Status, the Premier was always at  gneat 
pains to remind us that if a department or a Minis- 
ter  looking after a department, suffered the equiva- 
lent of an adverse vote of sufficient importance, then 
h e  would not necessarily be required by the Governor 
to resign; we would be able to hold the Minister 
~ G ~ o n s i b l e  and he would be required to 
resign. The point which we have been making 
over here as has been mentioned (unfortunately the 
Premier was not present,) is that it was a matter 
of hours debate; i t  was a measure which we passed 
taking off-on! dollar off the vote which was passed, 
and it was done as a mark of censure. [Hon. G. H. 
ADAMS : Censure?] Well? dissatisfaction; and SO 

tive Committee, then we will have moved, into the 
same position as a constitutional monarchy, and not 
before. I am not going to challenge the Premier 
on what happened earlier; but he can look i t  up, and 
then look this up. 

As regards the letters mhich were written by 
M, T~~~~~ as acting G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  I have not got the 
reply which was given by the secretary of 
State, Mr. Lvttleton. If the Premier can showa me, 
as he may be in a position to do, any spot or  place 
in which to the letter or the t e r m  of the 
Letter of M,,. Tnmm the Acting Governor took 
place, that will strengthen his argument that it is 
not a question of was laid down in the letter 
Df the 30th April, 1953, in paragraph 22 which he, 
was explaining to the House. The paragraph said :- 

"Again proceeding along the lines of develop- 
ment from which the present system in the united 
~ i ~ ~ d ~ ~  has been evolved, I consider that the 
appointment of the Principal Minister shoLlld be 
made by the G~~~~~~~ who should appoint the per- 
son who appears to him to be best able to command 
a majority in the House of Assembly. Tk other 
Ministers should be appointed by the Governor on 

recommendations of the ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ .  
Minister should be liable to be dismissed by the 
Governor after consultation with the Principal Min- 
ister and, in addition to resignation in the circum- 
stances referred to in paragraph 21 above, the re- 
signation of the Principal Minister must be deemed 
to include the resignation of all other Ministers who 
would automatically go out of office with the Prin- 
cipal Minister." 

The reply to that  sent on the 24th August, fin- 
ished up by saying "I would agree that  if a system 
on the lines proposed is adopted i t  would be suitable 
that  the Principal Minister should normally be ap- 
pointed to be a member of Executive Council. I 
share the view that the changes mentioned in para- 
graph 19 of Mr. Turner's despatch should not be 
made." 

The Hon. Premier has mentioned that that is 
' not in issue; if he can tell me that there is another 

communication for which I ought to be looking, I 
much so, that they tried to avoid this motion of dis- 
satisfaletion, and the Leader of the House got up and 
mentionea that in view of what was said, the Gov- 

would be only too pleased to correct myself. [Hon. 
G. H. ADAMS: The Governor's Message.] The 
Governor's Message only deals with procedure on 

ernment was pl.iepared to investigate the matter; decisions in Executive Committee, which were in  
%herefore i t  was perfectly obvious at  the time, that. l keeping with what Mr. Turner had proposed, and  
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were in keeping with what was proposed by Mr. 
Lyttleton. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The Governor then sent 
a Message to this House in which he said, "I deem 
it would be incumbent upon me, as, indeed, it would 
be incumbent upon the Ministers, to follow the con- 
stitutional eonventions observed in  the United King- 
dom, so f a r  as  these were applicable to local circum- 
stances etc." 

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: Paragraph 22 remains 
today; it is referred to in  the despatch; i t  holds 
good to-day unless there was a specific overruling 
of it in some later despatch. Mr. Lyttelton particu- 
larly said that  that  was to be the procedure. [Hon. 
G. H. ADAMS: H e  did not say that. He said that  
Ct appeared to him to be suitable. CLaughtey]. we 
said that if i t  was not suitable we would not accept 
it.] There is nothing refuting i t  barring a Message 
which makes no mention of how the Ministers should 
be deposed of- [Hon. R- G. MAPP : As in 
We are now getting like Argentina; there is Peron7 
the Per0nistas7 and the boys lvho look after 
Peron ! I t  would have to be Peron ! Peron ! Peron ! 

The Premier has 'given his interpretation of it: 
as long as he can command 15 members, 15 "Ayes", 
that is the attitude that  he can adopt where his own 
Ministers are concerned. Even in England where 
a decision is the collective decision of the Cabinet, 
a Minister himself is liable to lose his post on a vote 
equivalent to a vote of no confidence of sufficient8 
importance, being passed against him. Of course 
the Minister may be hard boiled or thick skinned 
and he may not trouble himself; but what we are 
saying is this: if the Premier did not happen to be 
present-We appreciate the fact that he is pmt  re- 
demption; but the island is not past redemption, 
and. the public knows that. If he were in the 0 ~ ~ 0 -  
sition and someone else was looking after the Gov- 
ernment we would soon see the p k b i l i t ~ l  of im- 
proving the Constitution SO that i t  would become 
more like England than it is today. 

They are not suggesting that We hope to go th2 
full limit of Ministerial Status in the full sense 
%he word, and was in complete command Our Own 

resources. No where does i t  appear that the 
emor is not entitled to dismiss anyone without the 
consent of the Premier. As i t  appears in Paragraph 
22, it is clear that the  Governor after 
with the Premier would normally follow his own 
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against the Minister concerned. [A VOICE: That 
was on your advice.] And it was so with other mem- 
bers too. I f  the principle which we now have is dis- 
tinct from England, and that all decisions taken 
are decisions taken collectively, and therefore col- 
lective responsibility of the Government is the 
Minktry as a whole, well then, of course, as the 
Hon. Premier rightly said, the question would arise 
whether it was a question for the whole Government; 
but that point was never made. The point which 
was made at  that time and which was intended to 
be made, was that this particular Ministry did not 
conduct it's affairs properly in  the eyes of the 
House, and hence the vote of censure. 

4 s  regards the right of access to the Governor, 
that is not as simple as  i t  would ,appear. I do not 
want to argue one side or the other; I will 
say that I agree wit. the hone senior member for 
the city, and that is, in case the G~~~~~~~ had seen 
the deputation, silence would be the thing for him 
to do. Again, the person against whom the matter 
was complained, should have been prest.nt when 
the was made. 

As regards the Premier's bombast about Lord 
Lloyd and his saying "I the Premier would fire the 
Governor," apparently he w,as going to by-pass 
Lord Lloyd and see the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies; he knows perfectly well that an approach 
.call only be made along the proper lines. He knows 
perfectly well that the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies will not entertain something which can be 
decided internally. Whether or not the Premier's 
interpretations of tlze instruments and of the letters 
that are before us leave him in  complete colltrol 
with the Governor merely as a constitutional man- 
arch, or whether or not i t  does not mean that the 
Governor needs not go and consult the Premier all 
these actions is a matter to which I am not going to 
add. I will only say it is rather sad to think after 
repeated speeches by the Premier himself before 
we had Ministerial ,system, and even siace t& 
theory 1t7as passed on that it is not necessary to 
~ l l l l  down a Government if yoh want to remove a 
Minister and that a Minister is to protect his de- 
partment and his oBcers and if you can prove that  
he is inefficient or incompetent, then that is the ease in  
which a Minister should go. He has said that on more 
than one occasion. 

opinion. 
As regards the debate during which the redue- 

ti& of the vote was passed, i t  was a long debate in 
it was emphatically said that the manner in 
the Minister handled his portfolio was a mat- 

ter  of great dissatisfaction. 
10.50 p.m. 

Now, he says that when you see the hon. junior 
melnber for St. Andrew saying, that W= a good 
thing to do, and then voting for the reduction of the 
dollar, that is one of the things which he would take 
to himself to say could not be regarded as a motion 
of censure. Surely, the exact opposite is the ca:e; 
i t  could not be taken otherwise. When the hon. junlor 
lnember for St. Andrew was first speaking and 
dealing with the matter, it might have appeared 
as trivial to the hon. member, but when the debate 
had gone on further and had assumed such pm- 
portions so near to a scandal that the Hon. Leader 
of the House promised to have an mnve'stigation by 
the Governor, (and you can see it in  the debates) 
it is to be noted, that the hon. junior member for  St. 
Andrew went back on his words, and voted for the 
reduction of the dollar. You can only come to the 
conclusion that he too was of the opinion that some 
mark of dissatisfaction should be made in this House 

If it is as one hears: that he does not let the 
decide anything and that all the 

from him, then one can quite appre- 
ciate~ if that is true, I do not know, he would find 
himself in great difficulty if he found that a decision 
teaken by him On a matter met with a measure of dis- 
satisfaction through which a particular Minister was 

up0n resign. 
As long as we have an  Executive Committee 

any decision is taken collectively, but the Govern- 
ment has still to take the advice of the Minister 
concerned. Do I understand from the Hon. Premier 
that this decision and all other decisions, are always 
the collective responsibility of the Executive and the 
five Ministers, and not a decision taken by them i n  
any department a t  all? Let us take this specific in- 
stance as an  example; the Hon. Premier was out of 
the island; are we going to be told that this de- 
cision to do that work was taken by them all? A s  
I see it, this matter has something to do with thu 
particular Minister; it has nothing to do with the 
collective responsibility of the Executive Commit- 
tee. It was his decision to do that  road; therefore, 
the special responsibility of the particular Minister 
has to be viewed in the light of that ;  and the vote 



of censure could be only passed on him and not on 
the Government. 

Let us put i t  this way; we have heard Lex et 
co-nsvetz~do parliumenti. . . ab omnibus . . . qucrenda, 
a m~cltis ignorata, a paucis cognita." (Laughter)  
They laugh because they do not understand. "The 
law, and custonl of parliament is known to few and 
not to many." I t  is hard to talk to the ignorant and 
even less to the intellectual. 

I t  is hard to talk to the ignorant and less so to 
the intellectual; that is the position of a department, 
and that is a position which the House has said 
required investigation by the Governor, as the Hon. 
Leader of the House had said. If the Premier is 
working under a convention, he should give considera- 
tlon as to whether the Minister1 should be dismissed, 
otfferwise &we are near enough tp South America and 
our deve~opment is taking place along the wrong 
lines. KO matter how the House votes its censure 
on a Minister, as long as he is available and true and 
grateful although inefficient, we will bc faced with 
having him as a Minister so long as we have the same 
Premier. This is not democracy a t  all;  this is despo- 
tism. You cannot do these things and lead a majority 
in  the island. Our position is more hopeless than wn 
could want. 
11.00 p.m. 

Mrs. BOURNE: Mr. Speaker, we have had a 
long debate on this matter. I too feel like the hon. 
junior member for St. Peter who has said that the 
Hpn. Minister of Communications cannot' be cen- 
&red on a m,atter like thk.  I therefore feel that the 
r~lotion which is now before this House should be 
amended; and I beg to move that i t  be amended to 
read as follows: 

That this House has confidence in  the Hon. 
Minister of Communications, Works and Housing. 

$L - 
MrC Speaker, if this call be used as a vote of 

censure on the Hon. Minister- 
Mr. SPEAKER: There is no vote of censure on 

the Hon. Minister of Communications. 
Mrs. BOURNE : If this motion can be inter- 

preted to mean that a vote of censure can be moved 
on the Minister, I feel that the community would 
have to say t h a t  the Hon. Minister has not acted on 
behalf of people in helping them out of their diffi- 
culties in getting their canes to the factories and so 
on. I t  is regrettable to think that some hon. members 
instead of getting facts and trying to do something 
in  the interest of the people, should spend, in 
my view, Inany useless hours here night after night 
in  debating matters in this nature. I do hope that 
the Hon. Minister will take this debate tonight as  a 
warning, and that he will be very careful with his 
P's and Q's and consider what will happen if he 
makes a mistake in his Ministry. 

Mr. HOLDER : I beg to second the motion made 
by the hon. senior Member for St. Andrew-. 

&fr. SPEAKER: A motion has been made by 
the hon. junior member for Christ Church an,d sec- 
onded by the hon. junior member for Bt. Lncy. 

Mr. TUDOR: I seconded the niotioii for the 
purpose of sustaining a debate. 

Nr .  SPEAKER : The hon. member seconded the 
n~oticn in order that there should be a sustained 
debate. Every ir,otion ~vould have to be made--- 

Mr. E .  D. BIOTTLEY: You said that there would 
not be any division on this matter; you absolutely did 
say that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I said was that tha 
~ o t i o n  need not require a division. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, if I have 
to vote on a motion I should like to know what I am 
yoting on. [A@es].  If any of the Ministers nzust 

elect to act in Your Honour's place, that is what is. 
causing debate. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member need not pay 
any attention to that. 

Mr. F. L. 'IVALCBTT: At some times you are  
forced to pay attentioi~ to it. 
11.10 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  Thil hon. member cannot-- 
Mr. F. I;. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I- 
Mr. SL'EAKEE: The non. member will sit. [Mr. 

E. D. MOTTLEY: Why did you, not tell him that 
you will name him now?] 

Mr. SPEAKER : A meniber who is not normally 
as  recalitrant as another hon. member is dealt with 
more t o l e ~ n t l y .  

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am asking what is 
before the Chamber that I have to vote on. My 
view was, when the debate was taking place, that 
there was no question of a vote of confidence or no 
confidence. I want to knom if this is an amendment, 
and whether we were ciebating a question of no con- 
fidence in the Minister. Your Hoiiour said that there 
was a question of discussing a matter of privilege, 
and that after you had reacquainted yourself with 
the convention you ~ rou ld  not. preclude hon. members 
from discussing it. Now I am hearing of a vote of 
bonfidence which seeills to me to be contrary to what 
l o u r  Honour ruled horn the beginning. 

Mr. SPEAKEH : I will repeat myself. I said 
that in  order that there might be sustained debate, 
on the matter of priiilege raised by the hon. junior 
member for Christ Church, I told that hon:member 
that a formal motion should be made. That motion 
has been made and seconded. I gave the further 
assurance that such a motion would not be contro- 
versial because i t  was only trying to draw this matter 
to the attention of the Head of the Administration. 
As regards the motion made by tile hou. senior mem- 
ber for St. Andrew, in my view i t  is absolutely 
unwanted and uncalled for. There has been no formal 
vote moved against the Mixlister, absolutely none. As 
a matter of fact I never even intended to puk the mv- 
tion to a division. 

I said, I repeat, that thc hon. member should 
ba allowed to make a formal motion in order that  
there might be sustailzed debate on the matter of 
privilege. This motion by the hon. senior member for  
St. Andrew gives the impression that some hon. 
meniber is seeking to erase something that has been 
made against the Hon. Minister. I am disallowing 
that motion. This is not the time to make such ru 
motion. 

Mr. MILLER': Mr. Speaker, with your permis- 
sion I would like to make a motion that further debate 
on this matter be dropped utterly. 

Mr. GOD'DARI) : Mr. Speaker, I now ask leave 
tc. withdraw my motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER.: The hon. member is asking 
leave to withdraw his motion. Unless there be any 
objection leave will be granted. There being no 
objec4ion leave is granted. 

Hon,. G. H. ADAMS: Ml'. Ehqeaker, you did not 
give me a chance. I certainly object to that motion. 
[VOICES : What is the motion?] 

Mr. SPEAKER,: I will ask the Clerk to read 
the motion. 

T h e  motion was read as follows:- 
Tlmt the whole of the matter be drawn t o  the 

cf tea$ iow o f  thi$ Head of t 1 ~  Adm.inistration. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that this matter 

bp drawn to the attention of the Head of the Admin- 
istration. Hon. members in favour will please say 
('Aye" and those against will please say "No." I 
think the "Noes" have it. 

A MEMBER: Divide. 



put. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. 3'. L. WA'LOOPT: I rise on a point of 

Order. What I am not clear about, i s  in  view of all 
the Bdbate &at went on, it seems to me that it 
hinged around a vote of confidence or no confidence. 
I want to say d t h o u t  any prodding, that I cannot 
understand the reason why the Hon. Premier 
should press now for this &vision on the amend- 
ment. After all that has been said, is he go- 
jw at  this elevknth hour to call for  a vote 
of caafidattce? 13.18 not the Hon. Premier say 
earlier i n  t%e ddbtite that a question of confidence 
or  no con68ence is a matter for  the Government? 
wiry siholild he 'now want to spring a division asking 
for the same thkg? AN tlitl't you are now doing is 
encouragkng %e other ~siae *en they see a thi3 
k h s e  98r the Government to mdke an amenben :  
to a tnotion for a vljte o'f 'no coiifidence. W e  have 
already voted on the issue; why t ry  to carry our 
m e t h i n g  .wllieh you t&BY"I\V see will'tresallt in a vote 
af confldmae in  .the Minis%t+r ? 'Tau -are -m&l?ing me 
bf that motion now becauee of 4he ntm~l.i~al'&Pt!n@h 
of the Government. According to the vote whieh has 
been W e n  .jtz%t naw, everbody has vindicated the 
Minister. I feel the Ron. Premier would be entirely 
wroqg to institute a vote of confidence in the Minister 
a t  this stage. It would serve no usefal purpoee: thr 
Minister's character is not a t  stake. As  I have said, 
tke vote taken on the substantive motion shows a 
vote 02 confidence in the Minister. I f  you are ~ o i n g  
to move a vote of confidence now. becau~e i t  is advan- 
tageous to you, you are only doing i t  out of spite. 

MARCH 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : 9; division has been 
cslled for. I f  that is not so, I now formally call for  

.a  division. 
Mr. BRBNCK~~R:  Mr. Speaker, a division was 

called for on the question that leave 'be granted 
[lVfEMBE*PLS : Oh, no !] 

Mr. E. D: NO'ITLEY : The motion was to the 
effect that the ho11. m4ember be granted leave to 
withdraw his motion, and the Premier objected. 

Xr .  SPK?&~'k: T"ne hon. member win sit 
Let infodm the "'ube. 'he junior member 
for Christ Chprch withdrzw his motion and the hon. 
Premier objected. 1 putethe question and 1 said that 
the "Noes" have it. 1 heard a division called for;  
the division will now be taken. 

Tke qfiestion was to fhe.,vote acnd d&&d 
it< the negative ho'n. memaers divzding as fdZows :- 

Ayes: Mr. BRANCKER, Mr. TUDOR, Mr. E. K. 
WALCOTT, Nr. HA'P;~%, Mr. B. D. MOTTLEY and Mr. 
GODDARD--6. 

Noes: Mr. S N ~ T H ,  Hon. G. H. AVAMS, Hon. I).r 
H. G. CUMBITNS, Hon. M. E. Cox, Ran. C. E. TALMA, 
Hon. R. G. M A ~ ,  Mrs. B o ~ E ,  MT. H C X S ~ ,  Mr. 

Mr. lViTLrn~ and Ii. whm~T-ll. 
Mr. : I bow 'he Noes" 

have -it. 
11.20 p m .  

Em. G. H .  ADAMS: 'Phis is the mation adbich 
'the Mover was endeavouring that there k m  be 
no division ,m ik. We a m  'have had the &viGm but 
the amendment to that motii~ii has lrot yet been put. 
Is i t  not in serdm %hat rnotioll &odd  be p u t 9 8  
W&h, %he greattest respect tm the CJhair, do not ler 
ns estdblish a precedent anhich nobody could adv* - 
ede.  rnotian is made, m am-eart is i s m a d e  
t o  it, is the -endbcllmt not Oo ;be p a t  after the sub- 
-we m&ion has 'h ~regatived? Mr. Speaker, 
w w v e r  mr views may be, the dignity of this 
Honse colhes &M. What reason %here eatn ,be to make 
a n  embption tsnigM f rm absolutely cammon every- 
day practices? There can be no justikatian fur 
that. I beg to move that that amendment be novr 

Jar.. SPEAKER: I ruled that that motim is 
out of order. 

Hon. G. .H. m A M S :  Pm my ~ ~ n c e ,  I 
should like to ask if Ymr Honour is mhg $hat a 
motion whioh h= been moved amd secmded k out 
of order? 

Mr. SPEAKBE : It is not as sirnpk :as that. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Your I E o n u ~ ~ ~ $ p o i n t  W& 

a'hy should this rmabion be prrmed? This is nc. 
attaok cxn, ;IT:an. 

Mr. SPEAKGR: I will be very strong now. 
The hon. junior member for Christ Church was 
allowed to make a motion i n  order that a debate 
might be sustained and for that reason alone. A 
secr>nder wae obtaineti in the  person of the hon. junior 
member 'for %. h e y .  I gave .the hon. member the 
assurance that thart motion a r e d  mat medh a deoision 
but as soon as the hmt. medber wanted to withdraw 
that  motion and .an objectiion v?as taken, 'I had tm 
put the question. The motion . m m  by thd h n .  
sci~ic/r member for St. Andrrsw was an  entirely new 
motion, a motion &eh needed mt have reached the 
House because it included some .ideal th& the  'Hon. 
Hinister had to +redeem samething. Such an action 
would require notice being given *of lit. (VOfCBA: 
Hear, Hear]. And %he other motion in respect of 
no confidence would 81~0 require notice given 
of it. 1 have simply stated that that motion wac 
unnecessary, but what was operating in  my mind is 
that that motion did require notice as i t  stands now. 
As far  as I am concerned, the House has the right to 
resump debate on the Estitrfates for 1955-56 now. 

3, 1955 6&9 

Mr. E, D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I sabmit 
first of all - 

Mr. WEAKER: On what is the hon. ,member 

&h. B. D. MOTT3CI;E'Y: I a m  speaking m 
motion <made by the hon. seaior member fisr a. 

I submittiq ard aE dl ttut 
motim is not -enhent to bhe 
motioa If it were so the question bane 
that the amendment stand part  of the substantive 
motion; thet lrould have been put first. That 
motion was a separate and distinct motion therefore, 
you giare q ~ ~ c e  of ik. 9f n@t, Z Wll going to 
talk on it. 

MT. SPEBRER: 3 d o  II& consider i t  as an 
: amendment. It is a separate and .distmet motion, 

md I am not alhwimg it. 
A VOICE: +Has i t  b e n  semnded? 
Wm. C. E. T&MA: Mr. Speaker, I beg t o  

6econd it. 
11.38 p.m. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY i Mr. Speaker, this is 
nothing else but an  action by the Bon. Premier to 
railroad sometlring in this House. B e  is now forcing 
this House to make a division on a vote of confidence ; 
the Hon. Premier is asking for this division now 
bt be sees ,the position of hen. membeEs in this 
amber. 

They wait until the Opposition is deplU io 
way, a d  then tsy to prew s o r t - t e t h ~ .  ' I ~ O ~ . ~  

Honour has ruled that t h e  motion k out of order 
and now you hawe ruled that the motion of the +hon 
~ e a i o r  member for St. Andrew should be g ivm 
notice of. The Hon. Preaier  is now moving a vote 
of censure against you ; that i s  all he is d&ng. \JThat 
is the Premier's action? I t  is northing >but queetiomhg 
Your Honour's ruling. Your Honour has e d e d  that 
the motim is out of order d w w  ;the Premier i% 
pressing that i t  should be put. Megt week if .ques 
tion that- 
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ADDITIONAL S,TAFF FOR THE HOUSE 

lion. Dr. H. G. H. CUNBIIKS: This xlddress 
in connection with the provision of an  additionai 
typist for this month in  order to facilitate the report; 
ing of the debates on the Estimates, was cl~reulated 
sometime ago. Hon. members are acquainted with it 
and I beg to move that this Addrem do now pass. It 
reads as follows: 

2'he Howe of Assen~bly 
To 

Eliis ExcelEerccy the Golvernrvr 

The House of Assenibly has the honour to inform 
Your Excellency that the Debates Committee in 
their desire to maintain a reasonable standard in 
the publishing of the Debates of the House require 
a n  additional Typist for the month of March to facil- 
itate the reporting of the Debates on the Estimates. 
The House accordingly respectfully request Your 
Excellency to send down a Resolution for the sum 
of $60 as a month's salary for the necessary Typist. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that 
motion. 

Mr. E. D. BIOTTLEY: This Address as it 
stands, is asking for the provision of an additional 
Typist while we are dealing with the Estimates this 
month. I personally feel that the amount of $60 
a month for this Typist is too little. The salary 
of the two Stenotypists already employed is only 
$60 a month and that is alright to pay them that 
salary with a Cost of Living Allonance. I t  is very 
different when you employ people permanently and 
vihen you employ somebody on a part time basis; I 
am submitting that this amount should not be less 
than $80 per month. I think the hon. member will 
zgree with me that a person who is coming on to act 
fo r  just e mopth is usually paid a little more than 
one who is permanently employed. The other per- 
sons who are already employed are getting Cost of 
Living Allowance and therefore they are actually 
pensionable. I do not know if the hon. member will 
ac%ept tha$ suggestion; or if I am in  order to nlovr 
a n  amendment to this Address. If  I am in  order I 
beg to move that this Address be amended by thc 
deletion of the figures "$60" in order to insert the 
figures "$W", along with the payment of a Cost 0: 

Living Allowance. 
I will forego the Cost of Living bonus; make it 

a flat $80'. I think that is reasonable in view of the 
fact that the Typist will be working for one month 
cnly. 
11.40 p.m. 

Nr. GODDARD: I beg to second that. 
Hon. Dr. H.  G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, thc 

hon. member did make that point when I sh(~oec1 
him the Address. That might be the practice in com- 
mercial circles, but  i n  Government circles 1 under- 
stand that i t  cannot be done. The Government had 
laid out a scale of wages for certain work and wages 
n1ii~t he kept within that scale. Tkie present staff is 

o~i- ing fop $60 a month plus Cost of Living Bonus. 
As far  as the  Cost of Th ing  for the additional Typist 
is concerned I promise the hon. member that T will 
further consider that. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, it seems to be 
contemplated that the Estimates debate will last for 

ADJOUKNMENT 

1 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMJEINS: Mr. Speaker, i t  is 
the intention of the Government t o  proceed a t  
this stage with f u r a e r  consideration of the Esti- '. rm 

.L 
matea. 

Mr. B O D D D :  Mr. Speaker, on the last ccca- I '  .. C d 

sion, I reserved my right to speak "later" not i111- i '> 
mediately after. 

Mr. E. 'D. MOTTLEY: It is customary, Nr. 'B 
Speaker, for the Leader of the Opposition to speak 
after the Minister of Finance; but we have bees here '4 '7 

since 3 o'clock to-day until now, and i n  fairness to 
everyone we should not continue to debate the Esti- 
mates a t  this stage. I know that with his numbers 
the Premier c m  go on if he likes, and if the Opposi- 
$ion goes he can pass the whole Buwt to-night. 1 aru 
only suggesting to the Premier, however, that the 
Leader of the Opposition would like to make his 
speech, and thad we need not continue with the Esti- 
mates now but can come back a t  auytime that suits 
the Government. If the Government wants to pass 
them now they have that right. Let them do so. I? Lhey 
want to they can pass the whole $13 million to-night. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Would the Oppo- 
 iti ion be willing to come at 12 o'clock to-morrow? 

Mr. BODDARD : Yes. I am quite ready to start 
my ~peech, but T do not think it would 'b'e right to 
start i t  now. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I want to make it quite 
clear that the Government is not under any obliga- 
tion (it is under obligation not t o  take advacrage 
of any minority group in the House;) to stop its &- 
business because any member of the Opposition wants 
tc go home. I want to make that quite clear. I have 
heard i t  said already that Government does this and 
that at mid-night. When thq vote between Conserva.- 
five and Labour in England was so close, night after 
night, sick members had to be brought out of their 
beds to vote. No one has asked €he Opposition to go 
home ; but  if they choose to  go home, do not let it be 

I 
said that the Government did something wrong or 
immoral. The Covernment does not wan4 to takr ad- 

'I 
.. antage of the situation; but, I repeat, that the fact 
that members of the Opposition want to go home is 
no reason why the Government should not do its ': ,i 
business. If that were not so, the Government codd  
he forced to stop its business any day 'tiy the Oppo- , 
sition goinr home after tea. l. 

Rm. Dr. H.  B. CUMYIiVig moved secodet3 by 
Mr. SMITH, that the House do rum adjourn n~nti l  
12 o'clock mid-day tomorrow. 

The qz~esfiorz was put alzd resolved in. the aff  ~t*m- 

!ice u~r%~ntut divkiovt aind Mr. SPEAKER adjourned 
flzc House accordingly. t 

11.50 p.m. 
I 

a month. How can we estimate for money to pay 
sGmeone for  a month who may not be working for a 
month? I suggest that the wording should be "At 
the rate of $60 a month". Do we contemplate) having 
another Typist beyond the Estimates period? 1 am 
going to move- Perhaps I should not make a 

luotiEie questimr that the words proposed to be 
aeloted s t d  part ww p t  and resobed in  t h  
asgative hthozct division. 




