MARCH 8, 1955 ' €81

THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

—— oe—

e

SESSION 1954—56

m— st -

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday 8th March, 1955-

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 12 o’clock noon today.

Present :

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HusBanps, (Speaker) ;
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. Cummins, C.B.E. M.D, C.M,
(Minister of Social Serwvices); Hon. M. E. Cox;
(Minaster of Communscations, Works and Housing) ;
Mr. L. E. Smrra, J.P., (Chairman of Committees) ;
Hon. R. G. Mare, (Mimster of Trade, Industry and
Labour) ; Mr. F. C. Gopparp, (Leader of the Oppo-
sition) ; Mr. V. B. VauveHAN, Hon. C. E. Tauma,
(Mimister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries) and
Mrs. E. E. BOoURNE.

Prayers were read.

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that the Minutes of the last meeting are
not yet ready for confirmation.

Messrs HAYNES, CRAWFORD, BARROW,
BRANCKER, F. L. WALCOTT, BRY AN, and Hon.
G. H. ADAMS entered the House and. took their
s:ats.

PAPERS LAID

By command of His Exzcellency the Governor
Papers were laid as follows:— ‘

Hon. G. H. ADAMS': Message No. 4/1955 from
His Excellency the Governor to the Honourable the
House of Assembly regarding representation at the
forthcoming Conference in Trinidad on Freedom of
Movement within the proposed British Caribbean
Federation.

MESSAGE NO. 4/1955

His Ezxcellency the Governor
To
The Honourable the House of Assembly

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to
inform the Honourable the House of Assembly that
Barbados will be represented at the forthcoming Con-

ference in Trinidad on Freedom: of Movement within
the proposed British Caribbean Federation by the
Homnourable G. H. Adams, CM.G., Q.C., M.C.P., and
the Honourable H. A. Cuke, C.B.E, M.I.C. The
Honourable Attorney General will accompany them
as their legal adviser.

R. D. H. ARUNDELL,
Governor.
Government House,
Barbados.
March, 1955

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Statement on control of
the mealy-bug pest.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES
Government Notices were given es follows —

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Resolution to
place the sum of $100 at the disposal of the Gov-
ernor-in-Executive Committee to supplement the
Estimates 1954-55, Part I, Current, as shown in the
Supplementary Estimate 1954-55 No. 45 which forms
the Schedule to the Resolution.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Resolution to place the
sum of $831,064 at the disposal of the Governor-in-
Executive Committee to meet expenditure during the
financial year 1955-56 on Capital Works included in
the Estimates 1955-56, Part II, Capital,. A — Loan
Funds.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Resolution to approve
the Order entitled ‘‘The Civil Establishment (Gen-
eral) (Amendment) Order, No. 2, 1955.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Bill to grant a sum of
money out of the Public Treasury and to appropriate
the same for the service of the year ending on the
31st March, 1956.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Of my intention to move

the House into Committee of Supply at its next meet- -

ing in order to consider the money Resolutions of
which notice has just been given.

PRIVATE MEMBERS NOTICES
Mr. CRAWFORD : Of the following Address:—
The House of Assembly
His E‘xcellemioThe‘ Governor

The House desire to draw to Your Excellency’s
attention the fact that the unequal distribution of
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profits from the Sugar Industry is cause for deep
disgust among peasant proprietors and Agricultural
viorkers.

2. The House desire to point out that the cur-
rent sugar price and current production cost would
permit of an increase price being paid for cane and
additional wages for sugar workers.

3. The House would emphasize their :convic-
tions that considerable profits are currently being
made in the sugar industry and in order to demon-
strate this so that the increases referred to in Para-
graph 2 (above) can be effected, the House respect-
fully request that a Committee of enquiry.be ap-
pointed immediately to investigate the matter and
that such Committee be empowered to obtain all the
necessary facts and figures so that a more equitable
distribution of profit can be made.

Mr. CRAWEFORD:: Of the following Address:—

The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency The Governor

The House desire t'ovdra,w to Your Excellency’s

attention the immense importance to the economy of
the island and the B.W.I. generally of a metal jin.
dustry.

2. The House respectfully request that a Com-
mittee be set up to enquire into the possibilities of
the manufacture in Barbados of Agricultural imple-
ments, earpenters’ tools, nails, locks, serews, chains,
pots, pans, bedsteads, and the general run of fgun-
dry products and ironmongery using imported iron
.ingots.

" 3. The House further desire it to be drawn to
the attention of the Regional Economie Committee
and through the Committee to the attention of the
Government of Jamaica, its opinion that the con-
siderable quantities of iron ore which are now being
mined in Jamaica and exported after being mechani-
cally crushed, should be smelted in that colony and
.the ingots made available for the building up of a
metal industry in the B'W-L

BILLS TO BE READ A FIRST TIME

On the motion of How. Dr. H- G. CUMMINS
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX that a Bill to grant a
sum of money out of the Public Treasury and to
appropriate the same for the service of the year
ending on the 31st March, 1956, was read a first
ftme.

ESTIMATES—Cont’d

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS asked for and
was granted leave to take Order No. 2 as the first
Order of the Day.

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order therefore is
to resume Committee on the HEstimates.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
resumed Committee ow the Estimates, Mr. SMITH
being in the Chavr.

Head XXI—Science and Agriculture

Hecq XXI —
called. .

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the
sum of $564,964 be voted under this Head.

Hon. Dr. H. . CUMMINS: I beg to second
that.

Mr. F. I. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I want
to draw attention to Items Nos. 90, 99, 107 and 108

Science and Agriculture wes

As far as the insurance on the boat and tractor is
concern I would like to know what is the Govern-
ment’s general policy about the whole question of in-
surance. Last year during discussion of the Esti-
mates I drew attention to the fact that considerable
surss of money were being estimated each year for
insurance; and it would be a good thing if some in-
vestigation was made relative to the Government
carrying certain insuranees in order to save the colony
from the expense which it now undergoes in paying
out money to insurance companies, money that could
be utilised in building up a fund for the purpose of
insuranee .at possibly lower rates than are now
charged by private companies.

It does not need a Solomon: to see these things;
it is a matter of commonsense. It does not need a
Professor Richardson to come here and tell us these
things after we have been living here for so many
years. If you look through the Estimates you will
see that the Government can relieve the colony of a
substantial portion of this expenditure. I would
like to know Government’s general view on these
things. )

Item 99 refers to the expenses of the co-operative
section. All of us in this colony agree that some
aspect of co-operation should be attended to; and the

Department of Science and Agriculture is the De-

partment that you should endeavour to work through
in view of the fact that it represents the main in-
dustry of this colony. But none of us here can say
with any pride or satisfaction that the co-operative
efforts that are being made in this island have begun
to impress the Community that there is such a thing
as co-operative organisations within our midst.

We find that the expenses of this section come to
$780. I would like to know to what extent has the
co-operative idea taken on in this island, and to what
extent this section is helping the people to under-
stand the aims and objects of the co-operative move-
ment.

As regards Item 107 and 108, this is one of the
things that the Other Place has complained about.
1f you read the Note to Item 107 you will see that
it relates to the installation of radio sets which s
really Ttem 108; while the Note of Item 108 relates
to the pig-breeding scheme which is Item 107. The
Notes are transposed.

What T want to know about is the pig-breeders’
subsidy; I would like to know if the Government is
satisfied that the $60,000 now voted is really carry-
ing out the aims and objects of this particular scheme.
‘What I would also like to know is whether there is
any shortage of pork, and if there is, this scheme
is supposed to be for the purpose of purely and simply
producing more pork but at no particular price; or
if it is aimed at improving the pig industry as a pig
industry, and related to whether there is a shortage
or glut of meat or anything like that.

12.35 p.m.

I should like to know what progress can be made
at this stage. Sixty thousand dollars have been asked
for, and I think every hon. member will agree that
this Item has been increased; and the Note in the
column states: to meet the cost of a scheme for sub-
siding pig-breeders. 1 do not think this amount of
£60,000 should be voted unless the Government is
prepared to say how it is to be used; it is necessary
that we should have some further explanation to this
Jote. T hope the Hon. Minister responsible would be
able to give the answers to the questions which I
have asked. [A PAUSE].

B 33
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I hear a member of the Government has asked
you, Mr. Chairman, to put the question. We know
scme members. of the Government are far from being
polite ; even when you invite them to dinner they arz
also impolite, unpunctual and all like that; they come
to this House of Assembly to carry on that conduct
If it is the intention of the Premier by his attitude
to show his impoliteness which he shows in social en-
gagements——

Mr. CHAIRMAN:
junior member for St. Peter.
alone who said so.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The remarks came from
the Government’s Bench. You ask them questions,
and then someone turns to you and tells you to put
the question. .

- Mr. CHAIRMAN: You said it was the Hon
Fremier.

Mr. F. I, WALCOTT: Let the Hon. Premier
get up and deny what I said. If the Hon. Minister
in charge does not want to give the answer I will con-
tinue to debate the question until he feels like answer-
g

I am speaking to the hon.
It was not the Premier

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Before you put the ques-
tion, Mr. Chairman, I want to say that we are deal-
ing with the Head, Science & Agriculture, for which
the Hon. Minister for Agriculture is responsible.
Before I ask you a question, I would like to know
why did you wait until we come in here to discuss
Agriculture to put a statement in our hands. - You
could at least have given us this statement over the
week:end at the same time when you sent out the‘ Oz"-
der Paper. I do think the Hon. Minister of Agricui-
ture would have to make some explanation on this. iP'pe
honourable junior member for St. Peter has asked
questions to which answers should be given; and 1
am sure it is not the way of the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture to run away from answering questions
which concern something with which he has to deal.
It is but courteous that he should give some answer.
Mr. Chairman, you would be the first to say that il
this statement is in connection with the particular
Head, Science and Agriculture, it should not be put
in our hands today. )

Mr. CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with the
‘Head, Science and Agriculture; we are not dealing
with any statement.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I do not think the Hon.
Minister intends to discusg that statement right away.

Mr. CHAIRMAN : On what Item is the honour-
able member speaking?

Mr. B. D. MOTTLEY: I am speaking on all
the Items which are to be voted under the
Head. I will give you the particular Item
jn a short whilee 1 will speak on Item 98,
Control of Mealy Bug. I am asking the Hon.
Minister for an explanation, because if you have
notes on anything and you would like to make a
criticism and before you do so the Minister comes in
with a statement, my argument is that the statement
should be brought in in good time. Obviously this
statement is in connection with this Item; it should
have been sent to us over the weekend when the
Order Paper was sent, so ag to avoid criticism which
might be unjustifiable,

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Do you want the Hon. Minis-
ter of Agriculture to explain something in that
statement before you go further?

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : 1 have not said so.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : In reply to the honourable
member who just sat, I thoroughly agree with the
point which he raised; but I may say that far from
being guilty, the statement was only approved at the
1eeting of the Executive last Thursday and I tried to

have it presented to honourable members as quickly
as possible after that. I may say that members are
expected to study the statement but they need not
do so at the spur of the moment. It was presented
to honourable members because some weeks ago 1
gave the undertaking to present it; I also felt that
it should have been presented at the earliest time.
I do not expect honourable members to comment on
it today; but any comment which they may want to
make on the Mealy Bug, I will try to reply on. No
matter how simple that statement may look, I would
like to say it was prepared by the Department of
Science and Agriculture and was then sent to the
Executive Committées who met and discussed it. It
was then sent to Professor Sherlock who is Principal
of the Imperia] College of Tropical Agriculture;
it then went before the Mealy Bug Committee to be
approved, then to the Executive Committee again
and now to the House. It is not a statement which
I have made or even the Department of Agriculture.
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY ; Will the Hon. Minister
say whether steps are being taken to import the
insecticide from the United States which has been
suggested by various planters? Can the Hon. Minis-
ter tell me anything about that?
12.45 p.m.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : Mr. Chairman, that is really
what I intended doing a little earlier. I may say
that my way of doing things may not be quite in
keeping with the general practice, but to my way of
thinking, I feel that each and every Minister is ex
pected to give some resumé of the working of the
Departments under his control and to give a sum-
mary of the Heads of the Estimates which come
under his control, I have taken the trouble to make
2 summary of those under my control—

Mr. CRAWFORD : On a point of Order. 1
should be the last to interrupt the hon. member; but
certainly the time for doing that was before we got
in Committee on the Estimates. The Hon. Minister
says he regards it as his Ministerial obligation to
rresent to the House a resumé of the policy of the
Department under his control; manifestly, that is
correct, but the time for doing that is during the
second reading on the Estimates. As he knows or
should be aware of it — '

Hon. C. E. TALMA : T do not consider many
of the explanatory notes to be as fully explanatory
as they should be; and for that reason I have pre-
pared greater explanatory notes on points which I
feel would need further explanation.

Mr. CRAWFORD : The position is this: what
the Hon. Minister wants to do cannot very well be
done now; all he is supposed to do now is to reply
to points raised by hon. members. If the Govern-
ment had not rushed the Estimates through the see-
ond reading stage and had given hon. members the
opportunity to comment on the principles underlying
the Estimates, then the Hon. Minister would have
been given the opportunity to do what he wants to do.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : As regards the control of
the Mealy Bug Pest, the provision of $5,500 is to meet
the cost of the purchase of insecticide for the present
campaign. A statement has already been handed to
hon. members. The insecticide which is now being
used is ‘“Agrocide.”’ This insecticide is effective in
controlling the pest, and it is as effective as any
other insecticide so far tried. 'This insecticide is
really a first-aid measure, but the real trouble is
that with the mealy bug there is the deficiency in
the soil; the soil has become deficient. In other
words, the treatment of this insecticide is just a first-
aid measure; and there have been many experiments
conducted with the use of other insecticides. The
position is that as far as ratoon canes are concerned,




684

HOUSE

the insecticide may be helpful; but as far ag plant
canes are concerned, it has been proved that the
ploughing of the land is almost as effective as any
of the insecticides. The idea is to plough up the
land and allow nature to do the rest, but ‘‘ Agrocide’’
has been helpful so far.

The hon. member made a point about the use
of some new insecticide. There is a new insecticide
which has been introduced known as ‘‘Geigy’’ and
it is intended to try that out along with the other
experiments which are being conducted.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I thank the hon. mem-
ber for the information which he has given, but
my question is somewhat direct, in that I asked what
the Government has been doing as to the importation
of the American insecticide which has been used for
this purpose, and which has been represented by a
section of the planting community to the Department
as being very good. I am asking the hon. member
now that this insecticide has been recommended by
planters, what is the policy of the Department,
whether it is to recommend to the Government that
they release those dollars in order to get this inseeti-
cide from the dollar area. I know as a fact that
this insecticide has been used extensively and it is
much cheaper to use than what the Government
has been using; therefore I ask: what is the poliey
of the Government? I am saying that there is no
point in fooling ourselves that we are not faced
with a disease which goes to the root of our economy
and which is destroying our industry, there is no
point in any one of us becoming so pigheaded as to
say that this thing comes from England and therefore
we are going to use what comes from England and
nothing else.

12.55 p.m.

My way of looking at it is that it does not
matter if it comes from Russia; and that is how
the Government should look at it. If it is some-
thing which has been discovered and which has to
be imported from Ameriea, I would like to know what
is the Government’s policy, and if it has been report-
ed to them that this has been successful, whether
or not they propose to release dollars to get it in.
I appreciate the explanation which the Minister has
given; but surely he will be able once and for all
to let the House know and to let the people interested
im agriculture know what is Government’s policy as
regards the importation of this stuff. We have been
told that the English stuff is only a palliative.

When this question was raised, the question was
whether the Government would allow this American
product to be imported from the U.S.A. We have been
told that a statement from the Department only
came before the Government on Thursday; while
that is so, it could have been: sent to us by Saturday.
Now that it has been represented by planters who
actually got a little of this American stuff (I do not
know how they got it) we should be told what is
Government’s policy, and whether they will release
dollars in order to get it. We are interested in how
the Government will save the crop of this colony;
that is why we are in this Chamber; and that is
why 1 am asking what is the Government’s policy.
If the Government’s poliey is to refuse to release the
necessary dollars it would be wvery stupid; because
if people who are interested in their own affairs are
willing to get this stuff and try it out, why should
the Government continue with something expensive
that will be a flop? The Government should release
dollars in a matter as important as this.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Chairman, as regards Item
64, propagation and distribution of Ornamental and
Useful Plants, you will probably know that thers
is much activity in trying to upkeep wayside gardens

which play their part in making the island more
attractive to tourists.

As regards the Board of Agriculture, it appears
to me that this advisory board is of very little value
to agriculture in Barbados, and I strongly advocate
that the Minister should consider abolishing it; the
Director of Agriculture looks upon this Board as
a waste of his time. Very little is accomplished, and
I am bringing this matier to the Minister’s attention
because I think he will see the futility of the Head
of the Department leaving his work to go to that
Board as well as the Clerk who has to attend the
meetings.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : With reference to the
point raised by the hon. senior member for the City,
the present policy of the Government ig to encourage
the use of insecticides in order to destroy the pest
in swtw; thus (1) reducing damage in the treated
field, (2) reducing migration of the pest in large
numbers from heavily infested fields to others not
infested, (3) protecting the treated field against
migration from outside.

At this very time insecticide trials are being con-
ducted to determine the most effective insecticide.
The hon. member has made the point that private
enterprise has already discovered that this insecticide
and possibly another is superior to Agrocide. 1
have been told that from other sources too and I
have attempted to convinee the experts on that par-
ticular point; but not being an expert, it means
that these long-winded trials will have to go on. In
any case, I will say these trials will soon have to be
brought to a close due to the reaping season, because
these are ratoon canes. The fields will soon be reaped
however, and efforty will be made to determine which
insecticide mixture is superior to the rest.

Mr. Chairman, with regardg to the point which
was raised by the honourable senior member for the
City and other honourable members in the past, I
would like to say with the greatest humility -that
I have done my best. Very soon two Agricultural
experts will be here. Whether Agrocide should not
be used at all or whether it should be subsidised or
not, or whether peasants will be assisted, or whether
it is a waste of time, I would ask honourable mem-
bers to be patient with this Ministry until such time as
greater and further knowledge in the matter is
ascertained.

1.05 p.m.

‘ Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Not only do I want to
congratulate the Hon. Minister for putting his case
so very well, but I wish to say as Minister for Finance
that there is not the ghost of a chance of anybody
suggesting anything which we would not do. We
will of course provide the dollars if it is necessary
to import insecticide from the United States. It is
the duty of the Government to make the profits in
the Sugar Industry as big as possible; and we will
release the dollars if that would help.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The Hon. Premier said
that there was not the ghost of a chance of anybody

suggesting something which they would not do. I

know that applications were made for Ameriean
insecticide and the applicants were refused the dol-
larg to get this insecticide, ..

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am yet to get an an-
swer to the question which I raised on Item 99. I
also pointed out that Notes on Items 107 and 103
were wrong. I do want to know something on the
subsidy for pig-breeding. The sum of $60,000 has
been set down for that purpose. .

Hon. C. E. TALMA : In reply to the point raised
by the honourable junior member for St Peter
about Co-operative Societies, I would like to say tha*
the Co-operative Societies Act was passed a few years

-

ek,
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ago and up to now there are eight registered socie-
ties. I appreciate the point raised by the honourable
‘member in that the co-operative movement has not
taken root in this island. However, the honourable
member will appreciate that for the first time in the
history . of Barbados a delegate has attended one
of the co-operative seminars which has been held
this year in January. It was the Secretary of the
Shamrock Credit Union who represented Barbados
at the seminar held in Jamaica. That in itself goes
to prove on the face of it that a more active interest
and a more intelligent approach to the co-operative
movement in this island is being applied. I appre-
ciate the fact that the movement is not progressing
as fast as I would like; and further efforts would
be necessary to improve same. At present there is a
new society in the course of formation to assist Gov-
ernment employees in being thrifty, and which would
be put into operation as soon as the system of collecic-
ing has been fully clarified. The tendency in this
1ew thrift society is to throw on Government the
burden of taking up the collections by way of a com-
pulsory contribution from the workers of each of the
Government departments. The question is. whether the
subseriptions should be deducted from the salary
of those joining the Soeciety or whether they should
pay it generally.

- As the hon. member knows, there are co-operative
societies which go in for selling canes to factories in
bulk-for which a better price is obtained. There
is one of those societies at Welchman Hall, St.
Thomas, and one at Fair View, Christ Church. I
hope that information would cover the point. I will
read a note on the passing of the Co-operative Soci-
eties Act. It made it obligatory on the Department
of Science & Agriculture to accept responyibility for
the co-operative section in accordance with the re-
quirements of the Act. The audit of the books of
the Societies is required by the Aect. Special and
suitably approved forms and publications for the use
and guidanece of the eo-operative movement are being
made available at cost price to the Societies.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I would like to ask the
Hon. Minister something about the insurance of fish-
img boats, and what the Government Department
is doing about it generally. I have also asked a
question about the pig-breeding scheme for which
there is a vote of $60,000. I will make a comment
with regard to the answer which the Hon. Minister
just gave about Co-operative Societies. I would like
to say that Government spends a lot of money in
fisheries, therefore, it should utilise that department
and that section of workers for co-operatives. There
is at present a Permanent Secretary who is a brother
of the Fishery Officer; but he knows more about co-
operatives than the Fishery Officer, in that he went
to Canada; and I feel sure that the Government ean
make use of such people whom they employ in this
respeet. " A lot of money is spent on the fishermen
and you do many things for them; you should there-
fore encourage them in joining a eov-operative move-
ment because it serves an economic purpose.

Hon. C. B. TALMA: With regard to the
question of insurance, I would like to tell the hon.
Junior member for St. Peter that it is at present
receiving very active consideration by the Ministry.
The whole question about it is to avoid working a
hardship on any one individual or any one sectiow
of fishermen. We must bear in mind that compulsory
insurance really would reduce the premium paid by
fishermen; but the question is whether in making
it compulsory for fishermen to insure their boats,
you will be imposing a burden on those who are not
so willing. That question is really what is disturb-
ing our minds at present: the question of whether

it should be a compulsory scheme or voluntary. That
is really what is holding us up. — :
1.15 p.m. :

It has all been worked upon; but the final decis-
ion as to whether it should be voluntary or otherwise
is what is holding us up.

As far as the pig subsidy is concerned, the num-
ber of litters is now estimated at 5,000 annually and
not 2,000 as had been anticipated. Litters are at
present being inspeeted and the feed is issued as soon
as possible after birth. The policy is being reviewed,
and the whole question is whether the feed is more
beneficially issued at birth or at a later stage. For the
first six weeks of the piglet’s life it relies on nourish
went from its mother; I am told by experts that
after that period the piglet can utilise the concen-
trated animal feed which the Government is assist-
ing the average pig-breeder in getting. However,
the point is whether the feed issued after the first
six weeks is more beneficial to the public generally
in providing more pork for them. In the fina) analy-
sis, the whole object of the scheme is to provide more
rork and cheaper pork for the population generally,
and to see that the population is assisted in securing
its pork and also that the eost of living is redueced.
Unless the scheme actually puts more pork on the
market and the position is not as has been happening,
the subsidy is wasted; in other words the feed is
issued up to a certain period; I repeat it is a ques-
tion of whether the feed should be issued at the
birth of the piglets or after a period of six weeks
when the concentrated feed would be utilised by the
piglets themselves. That matter is reeeiving the at-
tention of the Government.

I must tell hon. members that the service at the
various Agricultural Stations hag been increased and
the scheme is continuing. We will need Inspeetors
separate and distinet from the other Imspeetors to
do this sort of work, if the scheme is to be earried
cut sucecessfully. The question of the appointment
of Inspectors will soon be dealt with by Resolution
of this House; it is only by appointing special Inspec-
tors for thiy purpose that any proper saving will be
effected. 'We do not want to have unscrupulous
people to make any insinuation which they cannot
confirm ; we want Inspectors to follow up this scheme
regularly, sinee it is a very urgent and pressing one.

It is already clear that the scheme has been given
considerable stimulus and the demand for services
kas been increased by 756% over the third quarter.
Tke sum of $60,000 will be required for feed, and
that amount may prove to be inadequate. Hon.
members are already aware of the present basis on
which the feed is issued; and there is hardly
any point in reporting on that; but as far as my
knowledge goes, T have tried to watch these schemes
which dre productive schemes, and these are the
ores which we need to implement as quickly as possi-

ble. I regard this scheme as one of the best which
the Government has brought down so far:
it is a productive scheme which will pro-

vide cheap food and the type of food which
will give the mecessary type of litters which the
great masses of the people need. I am hoping that
when I come down here with a supplementary Resol:.-
tion in respect of $40,000 [MEMBERS: What!] 1
mean if it happens that the scheme goes on for
another year it might require $60,000 or $100,000.
This scheme is going from strength to strength; I
can estimate that the number of piglets in another
year will now be 7,000. A scheme like this which
puts a man on a better eeconomic footing should
always be upheld, and we should try to make a sue-
cess of it. Such a scheme will receive my assistance
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and any assistance which is given by hon. members
will be welcomed.
1.25 p.m.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, this House is very
grateful to the Minister for the information he has
Just given; there are however, two questions I would
like to ask. The first is, in view of the fact that he warns
us to envisage an increase in the money we may
have to spend on the scheme what policy has he got to
rrevent a rise in the price of feed; and secondly, at
what point does he think the limit will be reached
as far ag this subsidy is concerned. Will we stop
subsidising when we have made sure that we have
got seven or eight thousand litters?

Mr. F. . WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, before
the Hon. Minister replies, I must thank him for the
full information that he gave; but there is a partie-
vlar point on which I wish to speak. As the Tast hon.
member had said, you must know what are your inten-
tions. If this is a price supporting scheme it is differ-
ent from a scheme which is purely for the extension
of the pig industry; it is just like the American
agricultural policy. The American Government sup-
ports a policy which ensures that farmers growing
wheat will have a price ceiling; but that is different
from enecouraging people to grovy wheat. The Hon.
Minister must say if there is a reluctance on the part
of people to go in for pig-breeding and if thig scheme
is » means of encouraging pig-breeding, and there-
fore when you have reached a certain stage you will
have to review the whole situation or you will be
subsidising a glat. There will be mno point
stbsidising something that you canmot find use for.

As regards the question of the insurance of the
boats and tractors, it is mot only a question of the
insurance of fishing boats, but the whole question
of the insurance by the Government. An active Min-
ister and an active Ministry do not sleep on certain
things because there is no aptitude for dealing with
such things; I say that although administrators
usually like the easiest' way out. If they have been
insuring before with private companies the attitude
will be to go on as you were going on before. ¥ think
that the situation should be reviewed.

The Government is insuring a tractor which is
at the sea-side; the only thing they have to insure
it against is rust. The risl: of damage is small
because it is not the sort of thing that can easily
get damaged. What I object to is going on In per-
petuity doing something that does not make sense.
Ag far as fishermen are concerned, I know that that
is greatly a matter of politics; and there will still
be the thought that those are the people who can put
you back in the House. I know that the Minister
has a soft spot for the fishermen, and he will be reluc-
tant to do anything which can be regarded as im-
politic. What I want to point out is that we are
spending quite a lot of money on the fishing indus-
try; and whenever they eome for something, we vote
funds for them so that we should not be diffident tg
ask .them to pay, even on a co-operative basis for
something that is likely to protect themselves and
the industry as ¢ whole. If on examination the Min-
ister is satisfied that the terms would not be too high,
(and that is why I say on a co-operative basis) you
can do something for the fishing industry to bring
it out of the present rut. I believe you will be doing
something for the benefit of the whole community.

I was not suggesting that insurance for fisher-
men, at this stage should be made ecompulsory ; because
tke industry is going through transition stage from
the ordinary sailing boat to the powered boat; and
it may not be a wise thing for the Government to take
cut insurance on a few boats. The questior that I

asked was based on the whole matter of insuranece
and whether it is not better for the Government to
establish a fund so that it could do its own insurance.

It is very refreshing to find that there is a Min-
ister who is willing to give you information and to
reply to you in a reasonable manner without insult-
ing you. :

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I have heard what
the Minister had to say. As far as the pig industry
18 concerned, the Department has already misled the
Minister; but I hope they will soon become more
accurate and get down to letting us know somethins:
about the pig industry in the island. - We heard at
one time aboyd 2,000 litters, and now we hear about
5,000 litters. The main question is if you did not
know what was going on before, how do you know
that the money which you are spending on this
scheme will add 2,000 or even 7,000 litters? As the
scheme goes on the Department may even put the
figure at ten thousand.

' As far as the distributign of feed is concerned,
the Minister said that as a layman he had to be guid-
ed by the experts. I think that if the Government can
assist more with the feeding of the sows when they
are in the gestation stage, or even before it would be
an excellent thing. T hope that the Minister does not
get the idea that this feed is for the young pigs. In
any case the owner of the pig will be assisted, because
what he saves in buying feed at one time he can
spend at another time. So the distribution of feed
should not give the Government any great problem.

For a number of years we have been drawing at-
tention when this department has come up in the
HEstimates, to Item 64, Propagation and distribution
of Orpamental and Useful Plants. Before I get on
to that, T would like to tell the Hon. Minister of Agri-
culture that the Government should be careful how
they take on a team of Inspectors for this Department.
This Department has a bad name for having Inspec-
tors for eradication of love vine, for mosaic disease
and other things, and dismissing them after they
have given 15 or 20 years service. My humble opinion
is that if you already have Peasant Agricultural
Inspectors and other type of inspectors, you
ean use Sanitary Inspectors of the area who
will go to the pig pens and get the information
that you want. I think that this could be arranged
with the Parochial Authorities of Barbados; do mnot
give the Department of Science and Agriculture
another team of Inspectors for this pig breeding
scheme. Suppose the Government starts a sheep
breeding scheme, will you have a pig team of Inspee-
tors and a sheep team of Inspectors? It seems to be
an idea that you must give this Department whatever
it wants. You should try to get more work out of
the Department and stop thinking that the only thing
you have to do is to feed it with personnel.
1.35 p.m

They may need some personnel; but do not tell
me that in respect of pigs you must bring in a big
team to see whether somebody’s pig is having pig-
lets twice or three times a year. Give Sanitary In-
spectors a little compensation for doing that job: and
let them do it; but do not tely me that the scheme is
going to be a success by bringing in a team; of Inspec-
tors. As soon as you do not want them and you dis-
miss them, you are going to get a lot of dissatis-
faction. I am not committing myself td the bringing
in of a team of pig Inspectors; Sanitary Inspectors
are.there and they have to see whether sties are
clean, and certainly they can tell you when these
bodies of sows are having pigs-

With regards to the insurance business, I am a
little surprised to hear that the Government is so
considerate about fishermen; because when Govern-
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ment was bringing in third party insurance, it was

-made compulsory; Government did not mind which

car owner could afford to pay for it or not. After-

‘all, if a fisherman owns a fishing boat, at least he and

his family go out in it, therefore, he should ensure it;
not that I do not mean that he should take out his
family and drown them and get compensation for
them. Other people help a boat owner to make some

-money, therefore, insurance of fishing boats should
"be made compulsory; there should be no question of

doing it otherwise. The lives of those people who work
tor others should be our concern. There is many a
r:0tor car owner who has gone in for the third party

dnsurance though he may not hurt anybody.

What I would say is, do not let Government take
up fishing boat insurance and give away the insur-
ance of other things. Let the Government try it, and
take over all the other insurances themselves, so that
what Government loses in the roundabout they will
get back} on the whole. T hope that side of the matter
will receive attention. -

I have complained for two years consecutively
over people going to the Department of Agriculture
and cannot get ornamental plants; this is a complain*
which I have got from people who have made appli-
cations for those plants. The vote for this Item was

“formerly $2,000 and it has been reduced to $1,800. It

is true that in one year they only spent $624 and in
another year a little over $1,000. Let them spend this
money on these very useful things. It is the one de-
partment which should help people in this respect; at
least let the department be useful to people other
than Sugar Cane growers, to whom it cannot be of
any use in times of a crisis. In view of what I said
about these ornamental plants, make it possible to
‘double up on this vote. With all these people who are
rearing pigs nowadays it might be just as well
to have some ornamental plants in order to balance
things. This is a vote which should not be cut down;

“and there is a long list of people who cannot get

these plants.

Hon- C. E. TALMA : I can assure the hon. mem-
ber who has just sat that 1 will take up this question
with the Director of Agriculture in order to see that
a number of ornamental plants are made available
to the public. At present 10,036 ornamental trees
are distributed annually and in addition 3,500 eco-
nomic trees. I may add that it is the policy of this
Government to increase the number of economic trees
in particular. When 1 say that, I refer to coconut trees
and other fruit trees such as the breadfruit which is
of economic value to the community, especially to the
poor classes. In view of that, the Director of Agri-
culture has been asked to furnish all the necessary
details and particulars; and I have some information
so far as coconut trees are concerned, although the
Director has not yet submitted the full information
as to breadfruit, mango, and other fruit trees which
we find in the orchards of the wealthy people of this
country and at various great houses.

As far as the population is concerned, we know
that they buy a lot of fruit which is imported from
St. Lucia and cther West Indian colonies and they
have to pay a high price which they can ill afford to
pay for them. We are going to make more fruit trees
available and such ornamental trees such as the
mahogany or casuarina, but we feel that trees of »
more economic value when made available, would re-
cuce the cost of living. Owing to the dearth of the
acreage of land in this country, every square foot
should be used. for some purpose of productivity to
feed this ever increasing population.

With regard to the point raised by my colleague
with respect to the question of appointing Sanitary

lnspectors, I would like to say that it is receiving
active consideration.
1.45 p.m.

1 must say that there will be the question of
dual controi. Uwing to the fact that the Sanitary
Inspectors are not under the control of the Depart-
ment of Science and Agriculture but under the con-
trol of the Commissioners of -Health, we would not
know where we might be. There is also the question
of the use of the Cotton Inspectors who are employed
for five or six months of the year; it might be that
the service of these Imspectors could be utilised for
this purpose.

Another point which was raised by the hon. senior
member for the City was in conneetion with the num-
ber of pigs- The estimate is arrived at by the number
of pigs which are slaughtered at the Public Market.
One must bear in mind that no scheme to assist the
pig-breeder has ever been evolved, and the impact
of the scheme is being felt. Bad propaganda is bemg
broken down; that is to say that if you apply to the
Government for this subsidy, the. Government will
take away your pigs. The scheme is now coming into
force and the pig-breeders generally are aware of the
fact that this scheme is for their assistance; they are
now taking advantage of the scheme. Since the scheme
has been started thousands of piglets have been born,
and people who have not been interested in pig-keep-
ing have gone in for it and the industry is being
extended ; it is only natural that the industry will be
extended ; it is hoped that the scheme will reach its
climax so that the subsidy may be applied in an-
other direction; but that point has not yet been
reached. .

A point was raised by the hon. junior member
for St. Peter and a similar one was raised by the
Lon. junior member for St. Luecy; that is, that some-
thing sbould always be given by way of an incentive
to induce the average pig-breeder to: take -an interest
in pig-breeding so that the-industry can be beneficial
te him. We want to have a dual aim; that of assist-
ing the pig-breeder and also the public at large. As
1 have already said, it is a question of the extension
of the scheme.

As regards the question of the price of feed,
that really falls under the portfolio of the Hon. Min-
ister of Trade, Industry and Labour. However, we
are fully aware of the fact that the bulk of this money
which is being spent will be going in the pockets of
the foreign exporters of the feed. For that reason we
are considering the experiment of a local mixture;
we have tried a mixture which has not been as sue-
cessful as we had hoped, but we are trying a mixture
with molasses; and the question of providing a local
food instead of the imported one is being examined,
and we hope that advantage will be taken of it.

Mr.- BARROW: I am very glad to say that on
the occasions on which the Hon. Minister of Agricul-
ture, Lands and Fisheries is able to attend debates in
this Chamber, he takes some trouble to serutinise the
‘debate and makes comments affecting his department.
That is abundantly clear from the lucid answers
which the Hon. Minister has given mot merely to
queries posed by hon. members to-day, but through-
out the period during which he has had the good for-
tune to hold the office which he now holds. T well
remember that when some other Mirister was deputis-
ing for the Hon. Minister of Agriculture, T pointed
out that I was entirely in agreemient with the idea
of subsiding pig-breeders in this ecountry; as a mat-
ter of fact the Hon. Minister when he was a back-
bencher and myself had asked questions about remov-
ing the subsidy off imported pork and spen@ing the
money on the local industry. T remember stating that
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the scheme as it existed, was more a subsidy of the im-
porters of feed rather than a subsidy of the pig-breed-
ers themselves. I do not want to refer to the reasons
which I then advanced, but I think the Hon. Min-
ister of Agriculture is; sufficiently seized of my argu-
ment in this connection. For the benefit of the Hon.
Minister himself I will say that I pointed out that the
propensity of pigs to reproduce their species did not
depend so much on the amount of balance feed
which you give the sows after the litters have been
born, but on the normal working of nature,

1.55 p.m.

I also pointed out at that time that I would like
to draw to the attention of the Minister, the fact
that up to now you have no guaranted that the sub-
sidisation of pig-breeders in this manner will neces-
sarily bring about an increase in the pig population
in the island. A statement has been issued to thz
effect that the scheme is a success; if they mean
toat people are taking advantage of the magnanimity
of the Government iy providing them with free feed,
feed which they would have had to pay for, if in other
words they mean that people have not boycotted the
scheme but are taking advantage of the freeness so
generously: provided, the scheme may be said to be a
success. But if the purpose of the scheme is to produce
a larger number of pigs in the island over say, a five
year period, I really find it very difficult to under-
stand how they can say that the scheme is a success
when (a) they do not know how many pigs were born
in the island after it started; and they do not even
know the relative turnover, the number bornm, the
number slaughtered ete.

How can you say that the scheme is a success
because people take advantage of something which
is given away freely, when the whole object of the
seheme is to increase the number of pigs born in the
island year after year over a given period, and espee-
cially when the Government is not in a position to know
the figure of the pig population when the scheme
started. Suppose, Mr. Chairman, that 20,000 more pig-
breeders get balanced feed free this year; all that it
means is that the Government is being called upon to
spend another $90,000. Because more people take
advantage of free balanced feed it does not necessarily
mean that the number of pigs born will increase ; pigs
do not wait to see that feed is available before feeling
the natural biological urges. If you do not know how
many sows there are, you cannot predict how many
piglets there will be.

We feel that a more thorough investigation
should be made; and a more honest one (I use the
word honest in an inoffensive way) made to assess
what is the met average increase of pigs in this

“island, in order to say that over a period of five years
there has been such and such an increase in the pig
population. Only then can you say that the scheme
is or is not a success; because in that way the in-
formation on which the failure or success of the
scheme ean be gauged, would be available both to the
members who want to know and to the Department
fitself.

The Minister is unable to say deﬁnltely what is
the average net output of pigs per annum from the
pig industry of this island, so the only method which
be can use now is to make sure that that balanced feed
1¢ given to people with the idea of increasing the out-
put of pigs with some vague stipulation as to the
period within which an owner can sell a breeding
sow. I know that what I am saying can be distorted
by people on electioneering platforms, but that is a
matter of complete indifference to me. I do not sug-
gest the confiscation of sows, but an owner should be
able to give an undertaking if he wants balanced feed

from the Government (not an undertaking by any
sanction of law or under any penalty) but an under-
taking that breeding sows will be kept for a minimum
period before they are slaughtered or until they have
produced at least two litters.

I know that in the event it will be difficult to
enforee such stipulations vigourously, because pigs
are regarded by the peasants of this country and by
many other people as a method of saving money.
YWhen sickness or any other emergency occurs in a
family, people often slaughter their pigs or sell them
in order to raise money to meet the emergency that
occurred. But during the war time, we had a similar
provision ‘and no one made that then the occasion
of indulging in any electioneering stunt.

If people are willing to accept free balanced feed
from the Government I do not think it would be too
much to ask them to keep sows (we are not concerned
about the barrows) wuntil they produce a minimum
o° two litters. Government would not be comcerned
with the barrows anyhow. [Laughter].

If the Hon. Minister examines what I am saying,
he will see the nonsense of saying that the scheme
is a suceess because people are accepting free bal-
anced feed. It would seem to me the same as if you
were giving away snow balls for the purpose of (it is
difficult to find an apt illustration) but let us say for
the purpose of throwing at the Ministers, and 10,000
sechool children came to get those snmow balls. Would
it necessarily mean that the snow balls would be used
for the purpose of being thrown at the Ministers
And if next year more school children applied for
snow balls, (say 20,000 school children applied)
would you say that it is a hundred per cent increase
in the incidence of snow ball throwing? There is a
link missing somewhere, You have distributed snow
balls, but unfortunately they may not have been
vsed in the right direetion. That is what has really
happened with the pig breeding scheme.

By giving away balanced feed you are not neces-
sarily increasing the mumber of pigs in the island.
The greater part of the money is going overseas be-
cause the only part of the cost of the feed which
inures to the people of this island is the porterage
and any taxation that there may be.

2.05 p.m.

Here it is, this Government is exporting money
¢f the country with the intention of increasing the
wealth of the people who distribute balanced feed.
I am not saying that the idea is not a laudible one,
but before you embark on experiments of this kind,
you should have all your facts collected and then
you should have all your facts collated and then
one can see reasonable prospects. If there cannot be
100% certainty, you should see that there is reason-
able prospects of your scheme coming to a suecess.

There is another, point on which I would like to
make some comment. I am wondering if the Homn.
Minister of Agriculture would agree to make a state-
ment on the Central Milkk Depot Scheme, because
we have not heard anything about it for a long time;

and certainly we would like to get a clear statement as-

to its establishment and the decisions reached so far
by this ‘Government, if they are not in the realm of
official secrets. We would like to know the reason
why Government has not been able to embark on
this scheme by now. I believe C.D. & W. has agreed
to give us subventions towards the cost of setting
up of that scheme. I would be glad therefore, if
the Hon. Minister would make some kind of state-
ment on it; I would like to know what actually ware
the possibilities of any kind of development in this
country, and the Minister would know of my reason
for saying so.

5
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Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that your Honow:

Mr. BRANCKER: 1 beg to second that.

ADJOURNMENT

The question was put and agreed to.
Mr. CHAIRMAN reported to Mr. SPEAKER
who resumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

PRIVILEGE

Re Advocate Newspaper

Mr. SPEAKER : The Chairman has just reported
to me that the Committee has reported progress and
asked for leave to sit again; but before I formally
report I have to make the following pronouncement.
I have looked up the necessary colomial precedents
for such authority for the execution of the summons
ta send for the Editor of the Barbados Advocate.

I would like to say that I have had consultatien
with the highest official authority: on the matter, and
I have been made to understand that this House of
Assembly is not possessed with the power to execute
that summons.

On a former occasion in the neighbouring Colony
of Dominica, the Legislature of that Colony tried tc

deprived of such power and were liable to damages
of £170.

I may tell the House this: if it intends to enforce
the execution of such a motion, they do so with the
clear understanding that the Speaker and members
of the House may be liable for any damages which
may be incurred. '

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS': I beg to move that this
House do now adjourn for half an hour.

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved, in the affirm- |
ative without division and Mr. SPEAKER adjourn-
ed the House accordingly-

2.20 p.m.
On. re-assembling,

ESTIMATES—Continued

"M SPEAKER: On the adjournment the
House was in Committee on the KEstimates for the
financial year 1955-56. A

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
resumed Committee on the Estimates, Mr. SMITH
being in the Chair. ,

Mr. LEWIS: Since the last occasion when we
discussed this pig-breeding scheme, T have had the
opportunity of having referred to two or three Re-
ports on the Public Market, and I think that on read-
ing them carefully the Government might have been
able to see that the figures of 10,000 pigs slaughtered
in the Market was given as representing a small
proportion of the number of pigs which were killed
in the island because of the fact that they gave the
number. of butchers operating in the market; and
from that total the Government should have been
aware of what was happening. T have had these figures
drawn to my attention and I think it is only right
that the record should have that in it.

Mr. BARROW : I remember asking the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries some-
time ago when the Government’s Experimental Boat
‘“‘Investigator’’ would weigh anchor and do some in-
vestigating. The facts are that for a considerable
part of last year the ‘‘Investigator’ was tied up
against Cavan’s Lane and no reason was given for

its long period of inactivity quite apart from the

burricane season and matters of that kind. The
*“ [nvestigator’’ did go out towards the later part of
last year in the month of December and. probably in
tke early parts of this year; I now understand that
tne ‘‘Investigator’’ is tied up again. I pointed out
to the Hon. Minister at that time that if the boat
could be tied up for such long periods, it would pay
the Government far better to sign on the crew for
particular voyages and not keep them employed as
permanent Civil Servants. We have to pay the
master of the boat, an engineer and at least two or
toree hands on the ‘‘Investigator.”’ I have had some
disheartening reports and I do not know if the Fish-
ery Officer is responsible j but I understand from my
fishermen friends that when the ‘‘Investigator’’ is
cut seine fishing and the fishing boats go anywhere in
the vicinity, the ‘‘Investigator’ immediately pulls in
its nets and gives the impression that it is only looking
around. I understand that the crew of the ‘‘ Investiga-
tor’’ were given instructions that they were not to dis-
ciose to the fishermen the areas in which it was most
Jikely that they would be able to get good catches.
It that is so, then it is a very serious state of affairs;
because it would be a eomplete lack of understanding
of the function of the ‘‘Investigator.’”” The ‘‘In-
vestigator’’ is to assist the fishing industry and not
mislead the fishermen in this island. Any honour-
able member who takes an interest in the fishing in-
dustry of this island would know what I am saying
is true. Omne of the severest eritics of this depart-
ment was the Hon. Minister of Agriculture himself
when he was a back bencher; and T feel that he has
an interest as to the proper running of this depart-

- ment.

The other matter with regard to the Investigator
which I want to bring to the Hon. Minister’s atten-
tion is the fact that this boat does not go around
to the fishing villages on the windward side of the
island in order to assist the fishermen over there.
My suggestion two years ago was that the Investi-
gator should spend two or three weeks in each fish-

ing village and take out the fishermen to the particu-
- lar district in turns, and give them a share of what-

ever catches they may get. The inner basin is not

a fishing port; it is true that in bad weather some

fishing boats will go in there; but \® the Investigator
is to be of such advantages generai'y to the island,
it would be performing a far more: 1seful function
if it were not tied up in Cavan’s Lan. for a greater
part of the year; it should make systematic visits
to the several fishing ports of the island and spend
some time; the Fishery Officer himself and his stafl
could spend some time living among the fishing com-
munity and getting to know their problems. How-
ever, some people regard the Investigator. as a fishing
launch which should only go out when certain
officials in the island want to eat fish. The other
point which I want to bring to the attention of the
Hon. Minister is the question of the ‘‘Calvert’’ fish-
g boats: I would like to know how many of these
boats have been paid for. However, I would not

like to make a statement on that question at this

stage.

The next question T would like to raise is the
question of insurange. Some fishermen have com-
plained to me that whenever they suffer a loss which
is covered by insurance, they have been informed
that if they claim under the insurance policy the
Insurance Company will not be liable for any fur-
ther claims that might arise during the period
covered by the insurance policy. I would like the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries

to investigate these complaints; because they are

the sort of complaints which are likely to create a
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sense of frustration amongst the fishing community
of the island and so frustrate the very efforts of
the Hon. Minister himself to see that thig department
functions successfully. I know that the Hon, Minis-
ter will not take any enquiries I have made in the
wrong spirit because of his professed attitude with
regard to the fishing industry of this island. I am
glad to see that the Inwvestigator was going to have
a transmitter and a receiver installed; but I am
afraid at the same time of supporting such an inno-
vation for the fishing industry of this island especial-
ly now we are getting more powered boats. I really
do not understand the Note set out here in respect of
Item 108, :
3.10 p.m.

1f you look at the Notes, you will see that
Notes 107 and 108 are transposed. Now what I
would like the Minister to explain is what sort of
radio sets will be installed at the five agricultural
stations; are they for the installation of the Re-
diffusion Service, or will it be similar to the system
which the Police now operate on their 999 circuit?
If the first is correct it seems to me an unnecessary
huxury. If the second is correct, would it not be
cheaper if the Government installed telephones
which are more certain in their operations, rather than
installing wireless transmitters which have to link
up the main department with the five agricultural
stations? I do not think that we had any warning
that we would get 999 system in the agricultural
department; the next thing we will know is that
the Mental Hospital will want one, the Department
of Highways and Transport, the Public Works De-
partment and every other Government Department
v7ill feel that it is essential to have a system of wire-
less communications connected with its mobile
vehicles to the central department.

I do not see any useful purpose in providing
wireless communications between one agrieultural
station and another, We have the telephone as a
far more efficient and economic method of achieving
the same objective,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: T will endeavour to an-
swer the numerous questions raised by the honour-
able senior member for St. George. In the first
place, I agree when he says that the impact of the
scheme is not yet felt and that the scheme eannot
yet be said to be a sucoess in the sense that benefits
are being derived. Tt can be said to be a success
only in the sense that applications to take advan-
tage of the scheme by big-breeders and prospective
pig-breeders are being made, and that more feed
iy being subsidised for a greater number of appli-
cants. Fuller advantage is being taken of  the
scheme and more applications are being received.

I have taken notes of the points made and the
advice given as to how the feed should be distributed.
The honourable member raised a point in connection
with the central milk depot; I will gay that this mat-
ter is at present receiving very active consideration
but if honourable members will bear with me,
I will tell them what is the true situation. The
Government is willing to assist the scheme finan-
cially. After a prolonged disecussion with the Stock-
breeders Association and studying their application,
we went into the matter very thoroughly since the
4th of September last year. In short we told them
that we were willing to put up say 60 percent. if
they were willing to put up the other 40 percent. of
the money for the (Central Milk Depot; I am giving
average percentages. After some time a reply came
back telling us that the Government should put up
the entire amount. If the Stockbreeders Association
who are the people that will have to make the depot

a success had any confidence in it themselves, 1 think
the Government would be quite willing to assist and
co-operate; but their contention is that the Govern-
ment must put up the entire amount of the capital
cxpenditure. ‘ .

The Government however is willing to assist
them as a temporary measure by taking over their
surplus milk and supplying it to the various insti-
tutions and schools. I will read this for the benefit
of the House: ‘‘The Government is not prepared
to undertake the subsidisation of animal feed on a
big scale- It would be of a restricted benefit to the
livestock industry and the cost would be prohibitive.
The Government is prepared to assist the industry
in diseovering a cheap system of feeding and will
give financial help to this end provided that the cost
vould not be prohibitive.”’

It goes on to say that Government will not find
the full capital resources, but is willing to find
60 per cent if the Association would find the re-
r:ainder, and in the meanwhile as a temporary
rieasure the Government is willing to purchase any
of the surplus for schools.

The position is that the Stockbreeders Associa-
tion only recently replied and submitted another
long memorandum on the benefits of a livestock in-
dustry to this community, (which we are already
aware of) of having meat available in case of emer-
geney, pen manure, employment, milk and things of
that sort.

3.20 p.m-

We are fully aware of the benefits of a Central
Milk Depot; and the Government is quite willing to
establish it, which in reality is the only answer. We
hope that all owners of livestock realise that Gov-
ernment is quite willing to assist, but surely they
should have faith in the Government. If you need
assistance, you must have confidence in your own
application.

Let me also say that a meeting of the stock-
breeders took place in September and after many
letters from our Ministry, a reply only came to the
Ministry in January this year. Again I wish to say
that the question of the establishment of a Central
Milk Depot has not been forgotten; we all realise
that in an agrieultural community (especially ours
which has a one-crop economy) that the two indus-
tries, the livestock and the sugar industry, should
go hand in hand. Although I am not an expert, in
my view, if the livestock industry were still on a
proper footing, in all probability, the mealy bug
pest would not be in such great proportions island
wide-

I can assure the honourable member that this
matter will receive very active consideration, and
all concessions will be granted to the Stockbreeders
Association. There is a means whereby a savings
would be effected from bulk purchase and it would
be made available to assist this scheme. Let me tell
honourable members that there are numerous schemes
which this socialist Government would like to see mm-
plemented, but the whole question is that of financing
them. Let me repeat that a saving has been effected
from bulk purchasing and although it is a seeret, it
is the intention of this Government to utilise some
of that funds to assist in putting this milk scheme
on a proper footing; so I can say with assurance
that there is hope for the establishment of that
scheme.

As far as inter-communication is concerned be-
tween the Agricultural Stations, the Government has
fin mind a rediffusion system because the getting of
a regular telephone service has been much more ex-
pensive. -For the efficient working of these agricul-
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tural stations, it is considered that they should be in:
constant communication with headquarters and it is
for that purpose that this vote is asked. The cost of
getting a regular telephone was gone into thoroughly ;
and it was estimated to cost $1,700 for each tele-
phone to be installed, whereas the estimate for the
inter-communication equipment between the six
stations is $3,300.

It can be seen that the proposed method will be

. more economic than the connection by the regular

telephone ; the capital cost of installing one telephone
Leing estimated at $1,700.

With regard to the Investigator, I would
like to say that the hon. senior member for St. George
raised that point on a former occasion; and I must
say I really did promise him a statement on the run-
ning of it. I have some information here. I would
like to say at the outset that the Investigator has
been in service for six years already and breakdowns
are becoming more frequent as well as the running
expenses have risen. As regards the point raised as
1o employing two for the trips, I may say that al-
though that may sound alright in theory, it is not
alright in actual practice. ILet me say that the crew
of the Investigator are semi-skilled @and when
the Investigaior is tied up, they are either making
new nets or working otherwise, even if they are pre-
paring for the other trip. I would also like to say
that the Investigator would very shortly be carrying
out greater research, and therefore would be of great
pssistance to the fishing industry. At present it is
doing a lot of research work at points where the fish-
jng banks are; and as a result, fishermen stand a
greater chance at succeeding in their days’ work.

I would also like to say that at present there is
no direct contact between the Investigator and the
Fishery Officer. For thege communications to take
place, they must pass through the Harbour & Ship-
ping Master’s office. It is felt with the inecreased
duties of the Fishery Officer and the staff which is far
from being large, and especially gince they have this
new powered boat scheme to look after that they
should have this receiving set at the station of the
Pishery Department as it would facilitate things,
and the Fisheryt Officer would be in a better position
to guide the movements and to get reports of the
Investigator while it is at sea: and so that the Inves-
tigdtor would be connected directly with the Fish-
ery Department and not by this roundabout way at
present, where the information must first pass
through the Harbour & Shipping Master’s depart-
ment.

3.30 p.m.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, it is regrettable
that T happened to be late today. However, I be-
lieve the Hon, Minister of Agriculture would appre-

ciate what I would like to Know. I am dealing with |

the milk scheme and the Hon. Minister is aware of

that. From the remarks made by the Hon. Minister,

I hesitate to think that it is a lack of strength on the
side of his Ministry that the Government is not will-
Yng to start and operate this new scheme. I believe
that everybody in the island is aware of the Impor-
tance of this scheme to the community. What is un-
fortunate is that for the three or four years that the
Government has been playing with the Stock Breed-
ers’ Association, I shared a vote of $200,000 with
regard to this scheme; and every once in a while there
is the question of meetings and the whole affair is
dissolved. Today the Minister has read some letters
in this eonnection, and for that reason T am here on
my feet. The Government of Jamaica which is aware
of the potentialities of the scheme, made a similar
effort in connection with it. Jamaica is ordering
Your hundred tons of powdered milk and the self-

same idea occurred; and after a period of years they
had a sort of shiddy-shaddy, and the position was as
the Hon. Minister had said today. However Nestles
Ltd., have established a plant in Jamaica and the
position is so rigid that the stock-breeders cannot

dare to handle pasteurised milk. Jamaica is now

producing one hundred and fifty tons in excess of the
colony’s requirements of 400 tons of powdered milk.
There are several schemes which cannot be handled
by contractors but the Government seems to L2
afraid of this scheme. Road Construction. Water
Supply and things like that are things which must
be handled by the Government, not by private concern.
[An Aside]. Is the Hon. Premier now heckling tha
debate?

Hon. G. H. ADAMS!: The hon. Member men-
tioned something about water; and I wanted to know
if he wanted to apply water to the milk and so
adulterate it. [Laughter].

Mr. MILLER: I do not believe that the Hon.
Premier has ever had milk, free from water. [Laugh-
ter]. As regards the circumstances prevailing in the
island at the moment, we have the Klim dairy now
in the City which sells the bulk of the milk to the
school children. The Government has got to grabble
the stock breeders by the horns and start the scheme
otherwise nothing will happen. A lot of powdered
milk is pold in the country and at a loss to the coun-
¢ry; but there is no point in arguing. In another five
years the Hon. Minister will be still in the House
saying and mooting that the Government is offering
80% of the money instead of 60% which is now being
offered, and it is doubtful to believe that the stock
hreeders will agree to that figure. It is as clear as pos-
sible what the position is, and what has been prevailing
for the last five years. The stock breeders are hesi-
tant to start this scheme because the Government’s
only request is that it should funetion as a co-opera-
tive, which will assist the small peasants. I know
the Hon. Premier will feel that he will get the scheme
working during his term of office. It is not just a
question of entering the debate after the Hon. Min-
jister had spoken on two or three occasions; but I
think he will founder on the rocks on every occasion
in respeet of the stock breeders. I should like to
say that any scheme will succeed if you can put the
know-how and finance in it; I go further and say
that any idea or scheme which is hatched in the breast
of man will stand development and expansion if you
pump sufficient money into it. Milk like matches is
something which you must buy; and man is still the
only animal that drinks milk because of its nutritional
value. It is for this reason that the Government
should get to grips with the scheme and arrange their
regulations which will pin down the -stock breeders
to a form of co-operative; they will have to come in
line. If you offer 60% of the money they will come
back in another five years, and they will tell you that
they need money for additional transportation.

I am not asking the Hon. Minister for any reply
now; I am simply asking him to hold on to this
scheme. T feel that the Government should start this
scheme on the original idea and bring it about; I
am sure that pasteurised milk would add to the life
span of the Hon. Premier.

3.40 pm.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I would counsel
the Government to go slowly on this pasteurisation
plan. For a long time dairy owners have been trying
to get the Government to spend money in this diree-

tion. I would say that before the Government spends .

£60,000, (which I am told this scheme will cost) the
stock breeders and the dairy owners should show an
interest in the setting up of such a plant.
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This colony is different from Jamaica where you
get a large amount of waste land where cattle are
left to develop themselves in large numbers, and
where such a production of milk would necessitate
the establishment of a pasteurisation plant. In Bar-
bados we see every day few and fewer heads of cat-
tle; and we cannot make use of such a plant without
having the necessary milk. To-day only five per cent.
of the population know how fresh cows milk taste;
we are forced, to import processed milk from over-
seas. Cows’ milk in this island is not produced in
large enough quantities, and people cannot get it
to put inte their tea on mornings. There is therefore
no necessity to establish a plant of that magnitude.

I am therefore appealing to the Hon. Minister
of Agriculture not to press the Government to spen:
money in this direction. There are only about half
dozen dairies in this island that are of any recognised
standard, and I am sure that if you set up a plant
at the cost of £60,000 you will not find enough
dairies to supply it with milk.

There is another point 1 will like to stress, a
point which was raised by the hon. senior member
for St. George; I am referring to wireless communi-
cations between the agricultural stations. I heard
the Minister say that these items are to be used
where there is no telephone service. I also mnoticed
that the Telephone Company is now extending their
service to areas which want that service. While
the hon. member says that the installation of one
telephone at one of these stations would cost $10,000.
he must consider the recurrent expenditure which
would, be involved in maintaining this wireless equip-
ment annually. Even if we paid to instal the tele-
phone service, its use would be greater than any
wireless communication system which the Depart-
ment might set up; because with one of these devices
you can only communicate with headquarters, while
if you had a telephone service you will be in contact
with the whole island. This wireless communication
equipment will be definitely useless; if it were some-
thing which the Government intended to have in case
of a hurricane it would be more reasonable.

It would be better for the Government to wait |

until the telephone service passes these areas. This
wireless equipment is definitely useless; and I believe
it is due to some competition which now exists be-
tween heads of departments; that is, that when one
« partment gets something another fecls that his
department is no less a department of Government,
and therefore he should be given something too. 1
will counsel the Hon. Minister of Agriculture to go
further into this matter. As a matter of fact, an
item sueh as this deserves to be taken out of the HEsti
mates altogether.

There is another thing I want to stress, and I
do not think I can repeat it too often; it is about
the pig-breeding scheme. The feed that you are
issuing at present does help pig-breeders and they
are sorry that it is not more; but you are not going
to get the ultimate result which you hope you will
get.  As I suggested when the scheme first cams
down, if your aim is to produce more pigs this
scheme is not doing that at all, because it does not,
go further than assisting the existing pig-breeders
tc continue keeping pigs. If you imported pigs from
England and raised them and distributed the piglets
to the peasants, T feel that that method would be of
greater benefit than the present scheme. You would
ircrease the number of pig-breeders; whereas under
the present scheme, you will continue and continue
and the amount of pork will not be inereased. By

the other method you will encourage more people to
keep pigs and more people will become interested
in the rearing of pigs, and automatically you will
get an increase in pork.

There is a Note here to Item 104 Agricultural
Development Schemes, $6,000. This is nothing new
inasmuch as it is only proposed to continue the inves-
tigation of the sugar cane root borer. Now the Gov-
ernment seems to think that as long as they pay atten-
tion to the sugar industry they are doing all that
they ean to increase the agricultural development of
the colony; and I dare say, the Minister must have
read or heard that in other colonies great considera-
tion is being given to making such colonies as self
supporting as possible. I will continue to criticise
the lack of a proper programme of agricultural de-
velopment in this colony as long as when I read the
Customs reports, I notice that thousands of pounds
are spent on imported fruit and vegetables which
I am sure this island can produce. While you may
think from ecasual observation that the country is
intensively cultivated already, I would like to let
the Government know that there are thousands of
acres of arable land and rab and gullies which
if brought into wuse, could produce much of
the fruit which is imported from St. Vineent,
Grenada, St. Lucia and other colonies in the area.
In view of that fact that the Government is subsi-
dising the re-afforestation scheme by paying so mueh
per tree planted and by exemption from taxation of
the areas where these trees are planted, the Govern-
ment could also subsidise so that they can bring
these gullies and this rab land into use.

2.50 p.m.

Some of them have even gone as far as utilising
the waterways for the paoduction of sugar. Those
gullies I am sure can produce all the limes, citrus
fruits, eoconuts, mangoes and pears which the popu-
lation have to buy at a high prite, owing to those
things being imported from other countries. I
hope the Hon. Minister of Agriculture realises that
only last year the colony of Trinidad spent two and
a half million dollars on intensifying a scheme of
food production; and if you want to cut down the
high cost of food, the only thing you can do is to
niake all the land available for planting in fruit
trees; and in so doing, yon will find employment
for a few of the unemployed in this colony. I hope
that the Hon. Minister of Miands & Agriculture will
consider this suggestion; and I feel that a Commit-
iee should be set up by Government comprised of
planters and peasants to recommend a proper scheme
to Government. It is very necessary; and if you do
not consider doing it now, you will have to consider
doing it in the future.

I now formerly, Mr. Chairman, move that Item
106 Inter-communieation equipment for which the
sum of $3,300 is to be voted be deleted. You will
observe that the Note is wrongly numbered.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I will not speak on
this question in the tone as the hon. member who
has just sat has used, but there is something in what
he said. I am wondering if this equipment and bat-
teries would not be a souree of serious recurrent
expenditure; I think so, and if that is the ecase, it
would be better to wait until the regular telephone
service is improved. I do not understand much
about it, but I have heard people having to
get new batteries and what-not; and sometimes when
you want them they are out of supply.

I am not going to second the motion; but I
would like to say that I have an amount of sympathy
for the point expressed by the hon. member; and I
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would really like the Hon. Minister for Agriculture
to give this Committee a bit more information on it.

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY :
on this Item; but I am not seconding the motion
moved by the hon. senior member for St. John. I
do hope the Hon. Minister of Agriculture would con-
sider it and make some change; because 1 think in
the parish of St. Philip at the Home Agricultural
Station, the regular telephone service would be of
vital importance to the staff there in case of trouble;
and anybody from the neighbourhood could use it.
I do think that the regular telephone service would
serve the purpose better. I am in sympathy with

" the remarks made by the hon. senior member for

St. John, and I hope that the Hon. Minister would
reconsider this Item and hold it in abeyance for fur-
ther consideration.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I am going
to second the motion for the deletion of this Item
from the Head. What T think my hon. colleague has
in mind is that while communications between the
department and headquarters are essential, we may
actually kill two birds with one stone by the installa-
tion of a proper telephone system. As a matter of
faet, it is obvious that to think of such improvements
between these stations and the department is suffi-
ciently worthwhile to justify this expenditure because
all the officers get travelling allowance; both those at
the department and the agricultural station; and the
farthest station is still only nine or ten miles from
headquarters; so I can coneeive of no earthly reason
why we should ineur this expenditure merely for the
sake of communicating between an agricultural sta-
tion and the central department itself.

The Government might well think of improving
communicafions in the areas generally, and at the
same time satisfying its own desire for the depart-
ments to be in verbal contact with the management
of the stations; and for this reason, sir, I am going
to suggest that this scheme be abandoned and the
possibility of installing a proper telephone service
be investigated.

1 also suggest that the telephones to be installed
&t the stations should have face locks from the paid
telephones at the districts where they are to be
installed; and the revenue which I am sure would
accrue from persons in the area who use these tele-
phones, would go a long way towards the ameliora-
tion of the cost of the installations and monthly
rental of those telephomnes.

4.00 p.m.

The nearest telephone is about two miles away
and there are telephones which are easily available
to the public. You have one at Four Square, one at
the Almshouse and at the Crane Hotel; three tele-
phones are accessible to the public in the area. People
can apply to Bullens, Sayes Court or Adams; and
a recent telephone has been, installed at Silver Sands.
I know of none which is near to Jerusalem. If the cost
of the installation of a telephone for the Government
is prohibitive it is even more prohibitive for the
average person in the area; and the Government is
under obligation to assist in developing the internal
communication of all sorts as far as is practicable-
Now there is no justification for paying this addit-
jonal cost and the cost of maintenance; it is not a
Police Department, or Hospital, or Health Centre;
and nothing could arise of such immediate urgency
as between the Department of Science and Agricul-
ture and the agricultural stations as to justify this
cxpenditure. I am therefore completely opposed to the
idea contained in the Estimates, and I suggest that
the matter should be further re-considered

I too am a bit worried |

Hon. C. E. TALMA : Before the question is put,
1 shall endeavour to satisfy hon. members as to this
Item. In the first place hon. members may set their
minds at rest in so far as the rural amenities are
concerned. There is the question of the provision oi
a telephone for the public at large suggested by the
hon. senior member for St. John and other hon mem-
bers.

Mr. ALLDER: On a point of explanation. 1 did
not mix this matter of the provision of a telephone
at the agricultural station with the necessity of hav-
ing communal telephones. Communal telephones are
necessary; but I feel that you are throwing away
money as far as the agricultural stations are cons
cerned.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : In answer to the suggest-
ion of money being thrown away at the agricultural
station I remind the hon. member that this matter
bas been carefully investigated. I have quoted the
figure of $1,700. 1t is not a question of our not knowing
how much it would cost; the installation of one tele-
phone at the Home Agricultural Station and prob-
ably one more at some other station is $1,700. There
are six agricultural stations and the question is
whether we should instal these telephones at some of
these stations, or whether we should wait until the
tcJephone installation is cheaper. It is only a question
of equipping these stations for the protection of the
animals and putting the stations on a high level.

If hon. members argue that we are installing
these units for the benefit of these Instructors, I witl
say that that is not so; this is something to improve
the situation and make some extension to the scheme.
For that reason I feel that hon. members should sup-
port an item which is designed to assist in improv-
ing not only the agricultural statioms, but to assist
the Agricultural Instruetors in carrying out their
work properly. I am counselling hon. members if
tiey fee] that this item is a luxury item, by all means
T would not be a party to any such item; but if they
feel in their discretion that the installation of this
inter-communication between the district agricultural
stations and headquarters would be a means whereby
better service would be provided and a keener inter-
est taken by the Agricultural Instructors, and that
the livestock would be better protected, if hon. mem-
bers feel that way—How often do you think the
Director or the Deputy Director of Agriculture would
go to Haggatts to see about any details? Whereas if
he has this service, he can keep a weekly record of
what is being done.

4.10 p.m. .

If we adopted the suggestion of the hon. senior
member for St. John, we would have to spend over
$10,000 and then the argument raised would be that
we are trying to accommodate Agricultural Instrue-
tors with telephones. In this connection we are try-
ing to improve the agricultural extension system-
The recurrent cost has been gone into and is not like-
ly to exceed $300 a year for all the stations. The re-
current cost for the regular telephone service apart
from the cost of installation would be $864, and the
capital outlay in the first place would be $10,000 odd
as compared with $3,300 for the wireless equipment
merely providing a service which will accommodate
private people who want to ring their friends to talk.

The idea is to improve the serviece. All the stations
will be connected up at the recurrent cost of $300.
I hope hon. members will see the wisdom of allow-
ing this Item to pass. In addition I will say that
telephones in country districts will soon be available
under the rural amenities scheme.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, if what the
Minister has Just said is true, can he not see the
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stupidity of continuing with this Item ¢ 1f we are soon
to have telephones under the rural amenity scheme,
what is the need for this equipment? If the instalia-
tion of telephones was a remote possibility or unlikely
to take place at any time in the near tuture, there
might be some justification for undertaking this ex-
pense. If you are going to have telephones installed
pretty soon, why worry with this? Apparently the
Minister is thinking of television and not telephones;
because he seems to think that the Director of Agri-
culture can remain at Queen’s Park and see what is
going on at the agricultural stations after this wireless
equipment is installed. What can a man in charge of
one of these stations tell the Director? That there was
two inches of rain last night and that he planted
2,000 cane holes in the morning, and that he is send-
ing him some manure this afternoon? There can be
nothing of immediate urgency between a station and
the Department to justify the installation of this
equipment ; and the Minister’s admission that we hope
in the near future to instal telephones really makes
it even more unnecessary to involve ourselves either
in the capital cost or the maintenance cost. :

With regard to the comparative cost which he
gave for this system and the telephone system, is it
not better to spend $10,000 for installation costs with
a recurrent cost of $864 than to spend $3,000 with
the recurrent cost of $300 merely to allow the Depart-
ment of Agriculture to talk with the stations when
the normaj telephone systeny would enable the entire
distriet to be linked with the entire island? There is
a possibility that you will get back some of your
investment by making these telephones pay telephones.
The Minister seems to think that $3,000' is nothing;
it is $7,000 less than the real thing would cost. Why
pay for something ersatz when you can get the real
Me. Coy? _

If we are getting this inter-departmental com-
munication system and we are spending $3,000 on
wireless equipment, it is not much further to go to
spend $10,000. This same Government will be re-
sponsible for making rural amenities available. In
some districts it will be necessary for the Government
to establish public telephones; why not kill two birds
with one stone? It is amazing how we can find money
to embark on almost unnecessary things; we can find
$200,000 for new Ministerial buildings in Bay Street,
and we cannot find $7,000 for telephones at widely
scattered points at which these stations are situated,
at the same time making an important thing like
a telephone available to the area that it will serve.
4.20 pm.

Mr. Chairman, I am sure that from experience
ir a rural area, you krow .what it means in that
isolated place to have a telephone which is easily
accessible to you; for a long time you have been urg-
ing for the installation of a telephiome in the Bath
sheba area. It would be something to the people who
live around Haggatts, Sayes Court, Jerusalems and
The Home to have a telephone at those stations where
they can go and use if even they are paying for the
service. I am sure you will appreciate it; and the
Government must realise that while on the one hand
they owe it to our agricultural development to bring
the agricultural stations up to the highest possible
level at the same time they owe it to the people to give
them all the amenities possible.

Mr. ALLLDER: Mr. Chairman, there is another
roint which T want to bring to your notice: this
equipment ‘will onlv be used from 8 o’clock in the
morning until 4 o’clock in the evening. The head-
‘guarters of the agrieultural department closes at
4 o’clock; therefore you will find that this eauin-
ment will become useless, perhaps at a time when

you might prefer to be able to get immediate com-
munications with a particular station. Most important,
you should not look at the installation of the reguiar
telephone service in a matter of dollars and cents;
you must look at the question of convenience which
the public would have, and what the people who are
running those agricultural stations would get. ’

"~ As regards the recurrent expenditure, that will
be more by this radio-telephone system. No one knows
when this service is in operation what it will really
cost to keep it going. You must also take into con-
sideration that the experimental traffic lights at the
corner of Roebuck and Palmetto Streets only operate
on a two-weeks basis and then they are taken away
for repairs; money is spent on them. for replacement
of batteries and recharging. I am sure that Govern-
ment will appreciate if we give them, the opportunity
of at least taking out this Item from the Head so that
they can give consideration to a proper telephone
system. This is not meant to be an adverse motion on
the Ministry or for any embarrassment at all; but
we feel it is unnecessary inasmuch as the regular
telephone service would bg more accommodating and
the staff at the stations could telephone whoever they
like. I believe that the staff at these agricultural
stations are isolated, and the installation of a proper
telephone system would give them outside contact to
which they are entitled if they want to telephone
for a doctor. T hopel the Hon. Minister would see the
logic in that argument. Certainly, a regular telephone
system cannot improve conditions at an agricultural
station because an agricultural station has something
to do with the production of a better bred calf or
the growing of a larger potato or cabbage head. The
fact that they have done all of that without commu-
nications for so long shows that they can wait until
they can get a better service than what is set down
here. The Director of Agriculture cannot make
checks because he has a tele-communication system;
to put in a service for that purpose would be opening
the way for the agricultural stations to be run worse
than they are now.

Mr. LEWIS': T was hoping to see a reduection in
the vote for the travelling allowance for these peopls;
but I see no such thing although a reduction in trav-
elling is possible with a telephone being installed at
the agricultural stations. I think that the installation
of this service is going to cause the Manager or
Superintendent of these stations to sit by the tele-
phone all the time to be ready to answer the Director
of Agriculture; whereas, he would be a better agri-
cultural superintendent if he walked around and look-
ed after the station. Tf T know this travelling allowance
as it is, no matter what communications you may in-
stall, around the 26th of the month that service will
‘be shut down and they will be running around the
stations and claiming that the communications set
was of no use because they had to pay personal atten-
tion to such and such a thing. '

Sir, I have not gone 100 per cent. against the
installation of this service, but at present I do not
know what to do- The cost of the initial outlay of a
regular telephone service is really a great deal in
comparison with the radio telephone serviee you pro-
pose to install. as well as the recurrent cost; but the
installation of the regular service might be of greater
use to the staff at these stations and to more persons
in the districts around them, and you will not be
able to calculate that benefit in pounds, shillings and
pence,

T am wondering whether the Hon.. Minister
would be willing at; this stage to accept a deletion in
the wording of the Item and put it down as a token
amount towards the installation of a proper telephone
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system at these stations, and make another investiga-
tion in view of the fact that members or tne iHouse
have intimated their willingness to have a telepuone
service which the people around the stations wouid be
able to use; and to say, if this is your view, L will
again come back for a further $7,000 to install that
service. Use the $3,000 which you now have here under
this Head for the installation of the service at two
stations, and come back for the balance to install a
service at the others. Let me repeat, you may develop
the sort of agricultural superintendent who will say
““I am going to sit down and wait until he calls; 1 am
pot going out to look after anything. The last time
ha wanted me, I was not here.”” I feel that the Agri-
cultural Superintendent should be a man who has to
go around and inspect and advise. He may have occa-
sion to go and look at somebody else’s land. That is
my idea. In doing so, he may pick up a lot of new
1deas from the planters. Sir, I feel that this Commit-
tee will be willing to instal a proper telephone service.
4.30 p.m.

Mr. BARROW : Before the Hon. Minister re-
plies, I would like to add my quota. I entirely agree
with the suggestions raised by hon. members; and in
view of the co-operative spirit of the Minister con-
cerned, I would not like to vote for the deletion of
the Item. What the Committee is suggesting is some-
thing not for the embarrassment of the Minister; this
Committee wants to go further than the Minister has
gone. I want to make my position quite clear. I am
advising the Hon. Minister to take the suggestion
which was tendered and not to act as some of his
<olleagues.

As T said in this particular instance nobody is
censuring the Hon. Minister of Agriculture; and it
would be most unfortunate if the motion of the hon.
semior member for St. John were put to the vote.
From what I can gather from the feeling of the Com-
mittee at present, the hon. member would withdraw
his motion if the Hon. Minister would accept this
amount as a token vote. A word to the wise is al-
ways good; we entirely support the Minister of Ag-
riculture in this matter. [Cheers].

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Nobody who happens to
know me in the past would expect that I would be
the individual to insist on something which is lesser
than the greater. By that I mean that the telephone
service is an ideal service but it is only the question
of the cost. We felt that instead of doing nothing
at all we should do something to assist these employ-
ees in their work. Not only the Agricultural Instruec-
tors but the people in the vicinity would have the
use of the telephones. T will bear in mind what has
been suggested by the hon. junior member for she
City and I will give an undertaking to all members
that if this matter will be accepted, money will be
spent and a Resolution will be brought down for an
additional amount. If it is the feeling of this Com-
mittee that these telephones are necessary 1 will feel
so likewise.

Mr. TUDOR: I am sure that hon. members feel
satisfied about what the Hon. Minister has said, but
I can also say that they feel somewhat disquieted
about some of the things which he has said. One of
the five Ministers in this House is in charge of Agri-
culture and it has been represented to him that there
is a strong feeling among our members. All the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture has to do is to ask
bis fellow Ministers if they will accept a suggestion.
If a Minister cannot give an assurance here and
now as to the Department under his control, that is
a very sorry state of affairs indeed. The Premier
should look up from his sleep and say ‘“Yes, you
can do so and so’’. I think it must be very embar-
rassing to the Minister; it is unfortunate that he

cannot make a declaration of Government policy with,
his colleagues surrounding bim; he cannot say ‘I
will do this or [ will do that.”’

The question that the item supposed to be de-
leted stand part wes put and resolved in the affirm-
atrve, the Committee dividing as follows:

Ayes: Hon. G. H. Apams, Hon. Dr. H. G. Cum-
MiNs, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E. TaLma, Hon, w,
G. Mapp, Mrs. BourNE, Messrs. HoLDER, BRYAN, BAR-
rROW, LEwis, MiLLER, F. L. WaLcorr, BRANCKER and
VAUGHAN.—14. )

Noes: Messrs. CrawrorD. J. C. MortLEY, TUDOR,
Ariper, Haynges, E. K. WaLcorTt and -GODDARD.—
(7).
Mr. LEWIS: T hope the re-numbering of these
numbers will take place and that they will correspond
with the Items.

The question that the sum of $564,964 be voted
under this Head was put and resolved in the affirm-
ative without division.

4.40 p.m.

Head XXII—Public Library

. Head XXI1I—Public Library was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that the sum of $6,914 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, I am refer-
ring to Item 17, *‘Upkeep of Reading and Lecture
Room.”” 1 will again remind the Government of
the necessity for opening the Reading Room at night
at least until 10 o’clock. As a matter of fact if my
memory serves me, a promise to that effect was made
last year. I do mot have a copy of the Official
Gazette before me, but I am fairly certain that when
we were discussing this Head last year a promise
was made that this matter would be given effect to.
The public is clamouring for it. It will assist to a
small extent with unemployment because you will
have to take on additional Library Staff; and there
can be mno doubt that the whole community will
benefit from the opportunity afforded to go to the
Library at night to improve their minds at least
six nights a week every week. I would ask, Mr.
Chairman-

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: On a point of
Order, Mr. Chairman, I cannot hear what the hon.
member is saying.

Mr. BRANCKER: Well Mr. Chairman, I do
not know if the fault is in my throat, or in the acous-
tic properties of this Chamber, or if the Hon. Min-
ister was listening to something that is of far less
interest than what I am saying. He should have
known, if his memory is as good as it usually is,
what T am speaking on. I am speaking about open-.
ing the Library six nights a week. I was told last
year that the matter was receiving favourable and
sympathetic consideration; a year has elapsed and
people are still not having that opportunity to im-
prove their minds and enlightening themselves in
the Reading Room after working hours,

Even if you leave out the night that this House
meets, the other nights of the week are nights when
people want to improve their minds. T would be glad
if the Hon. Minister will give the Committee a state-
ment of policy on the matter. Having given us a
promise last year that the matter would have had
favourable consideration, I am asking him now to say
that from the beginning of next month the Library
‘Staff will be enlarged so that you ean provide this
additional benefit to the community. ‘

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, the Hon. Minis-
ter might like to answer more than one question at
a time. T am thinking of a bigger problem. I would




HOUSE

like to know if in the near future there is any idea
of enlarging the entire building of the Library. I
cannot remember how long ago it was that 1 was
shown a Plan for putting another storey on that
building; and if it is wnat I think it was, it is
a very necessary thing. Perhaps that is one thing
that the Government would get money for. I do not
know if the Carnegie Institute is still so generous
as it used to be, but if an effort is made in this di-
rection I think that we might attract a substantial
gift. It is, as I said, a very necessary thing and
[ hope that it is not because there is a building there
elready that it has escaped the Government’s atten
tion.

The Plan that 1 was shown was one which was
made in the hope that something would be done;
but I do not see anything about such a matter in the
Capital Hstimates. I am therefore asking if there
is any plan to get assistance with it. We may mot
necessarily get assistance from Colonial Develop-
ment and Welfare Organization, but there may be
other educational funds available or some institute
may be willing to make the capital available for
improving the Carnegie Library in Barbados.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Chairman, I do not want
my remarks to be construed as a possible censure
on the administration of the Library; the present
Librarian is quite an admirable man, and the Library
has been substantially improved since he was there.
But I do think that there are a certain number of
American publications that the Library should have;
publications that are foremost in the world, and 1
would like to draw that to the attentiom’ of the Li-
brary Committee. I would not like to know that
any false sense of patriotism or adherence to Eng-
lish customs is preventing the acquisition of recent
and important American literature. That is all I de-
sire to say, and I would repeat that the Library has
been substantially improved.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if
the Hon. Minister of Sdeial Services would consider
the opportunity which now arises, (in view of the
past tradition of delay in answering questions) that
this is a good opportunity to make some statement
relating to the establishment of a Branch Library in
St. (eorge. It is probably the most literate parish
in the whole island, and from there you will find most
of the artisans of Barbados who are very keen on
advancing themselves educationally. But several of
my constituents have spoken to me on the matter.
and so have several school teachers. I am wondering
whether the Government has any policy on the ques-
tion of enlarging Library facilities throughout the
island. To the best of my knowledge I do not think
that the second largest town in the island, which
is Speightstown and which has a Branch Library,
is ms large as the district of Ellerton and the sur-
rounding districts alone and there is not such a
large concentration of the populatiom in Speights-
town. I therefore see no reason why on the simple
basis of the days of the Bristol Rum Trade which
made Speightstown our second largest town, we
should not face the realities of the moment and real-
ise ‘that other places have become more important!
as centre of populations since the days of the sailing
ship.

pI would therefore urge upon the Hon. Minister
for Social Servires the active consideration of this
matter. I am sure that he will find that my faith
in his success will be justified by the response with
which it will meet from these parishioners.
4.50 p.m.

Hon., Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, 1 am
pleased to say that the public generally are in favour
of branch libraries and the people are making good

use of them; and the faith of the Government 1¢
Justified by establishing them. I will add that as time
goes on we will establish more.

With respect to the point raised by the honour-
able senior member for St. Liuey about night reading—
[A VOICE: Annually.] It is a very good point.
I would say it is under active eonsideration and it
has not been disposed of yet. The question with
which we are concerned is that of staff; you will
require more staff as well as additional space for a
reference section and for a reading room. That will
also mean additional lights and additional books.
We have just heard the honourable junior member
for the City raise the question of extending the
Public Library; that really has not been actively
considered. Now that he has brought it to light,
I will promise him that we will consider it and see
how and where it can be expanded with a view to
providing space for night reading as has been so
often referred to by the honourable senior member
for St. Luey.

The honourable senior member for St. George
has asked me some questions. First of all, those
questions are on the Order Paper and cannot be
discussed until we have received the answers. As
regards night reading, what has happened in the
country districts is that country libraries open later
than the Public Library in town; and therefore they
go on until later in the evenings, The Public
Library is opened for 4314 hours per week ; those
in the country are not opened so long.

The question that the sum of $16,914 be voted
under this Head was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Head XXIII—Medical (1) Director of
Medical Services

Head XXIII—Medical (1) Director of Medical
Services—was called.

Hon. Dr. H, G. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the
sum of $59,895 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.
v Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I see here Item
43, B.C.G. Control Programme, that a sum of $14,000
is to be voted. T am sorry that this is the manner
in which this programme is brought to the attention
of the public and that something is about to be
started in connection with it. As I have said on
many oceasions, it is something too important to be
tucked away in the Estimates; I say that becausc
we have heard that many things were to happen
before this department was willing to start the cam-
paign here. I feel that this is something which
should have been given much more publicity instead
of putting it in the Estimates like this. So far as
the public is concerned, the public expect other
things to happen before this can be done. For in-
stance,, the Health Centre has something to do with
this, However, this programme will be looked after
by the Department of Medical Services and anything
which has to be looked after by that department
always seems to suffer a bad fate. We have had
Yellow Fever Mosquito Eradication Programme
progress and I cannot think of anything which
could have been bungled more by professional people
later amounted to an untruth in the statement that
everything was told about this programme, I cannot
repeat it 'too often that even the Head of the Ad-
ministration was under misapprehension about it;
because there was something in his speech which
amounted to an untruth in the statement that came
came to this House. e made the pronouncement that
this scheme for the Fradication of the Yellow
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Fever-carrying mosquito was well on the way, and
yet a little later we were told that it was one of
grave dissatisfaction.

I do hope that this B.C.G. Control Programme
will be better directed and will be beneficial to the
people of Barbados. I am really wondering why
some propaganda has not been put out about it yet.
I do not think it really needs any vote from this
House other than perhaps a total amount to start
it so that the public would know when Government
is about to start it. T feel that it is a very serious
thing that this matter should be tucked away in
the Estimates like this,

I am wondering whether the Hon. Minister in
charge can tell us now whether they have revised
the method relative to the Medical Officers at ‘‘En-
more.”’ That is one thing which I would like to
know. I would also like to apply himself to a particu-
lar matter concerning the General Hospital and the
Officers at that institution.

Hon. Dr. H. ¢. CUMMINS: The very next
Head deals with the General Hospital and the hon-
ourable member will have the opportunity then tc
raise the matter.

Mr. LEWIS: However, Sir, I hope the Hon.
Minister will give us some indication as to how soon
this B.C.G. Control Programme will be started. I
am interested in how soon it will start; and why
nothing has been known about it until now that we
see this Note tucked away in the Estimates.

Hon. Dr. H. ¢. CUMMINS: The honourable
junior member for the City spoke about publicity
in connection with this B.C.G. Control Programme.
‘Well sir, the position is that when the scheme is
ready to be started, publicity will be given to it
then. We have tried to get a local doctor or any
local doctor interested, to undertake this campaign
so that we could send him away for training, but
nobody locally was interested; and we are now mak-
ing efforts overseas which I believe will be success-
ful. I believe it was just a matter of the figures
which we will have to pay in order to get the doctor
who is carrying on a similar campaign in the neigh-
bouring colonies to eome here. Of course he will
have to be seconded; that is the position as it stands
now.
‘We believe that we will be successful and it is
only a question of figures before we can agree. How-
ever, I will promise the hon. member and the Com-
mittee geperally that when it is all settled and the
campaign is about to begin, I will see that the full-
est publicity is given to it.

5.00 p.m.

Mr. LEWIS: I did not notice from the Item
above that one has been increased by $10,000. Are
we getting back some of this money ? I, am not saying
that it is too much to get rid of the Yellow Hever
Mosquito; last vear we had $1,200 in the Estimates
and now the amount has gone up to nearly $12,000. I
got the impression that a part of this campaign would
have been assisted from the same source. but it seems
to me as if the staff will be inereased. I did not
see any note saying that this is a part of the expen-
diture which will be recovered; this campaign has
now got into full swing and I expected that we would
have been getting back some of this money. It
seems to me that tkis campaign assumed proportions
which the Director of Medical Services did not antiei-
pate. A great number of difficulties have arisen and
they want us to compel people to do all sorts of things,
whereas if the people were proverly educated that
this campaign was going to start—my colleague has
already drawn attention to the fact that a certain
amount of work would have to be done before the
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campaign was started. I want to say that in spite of
some things we are getting free, this is still a large
amount of money.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: In the beginning
this spraying was done by vehicle; it was done by a
light machine and it did not eatail so much labour
as this residual spraying where a bigger and heavier
machine was used ; therefore this calls for more assist-
ance. The biggest amount is in respect of transport,
subsistence allowance and so on. It is a part of the
Agreement that from time to time their experts will
pay periodical visits so that they will see how the
work is going on. When tiiey do come here we have
to pay their subsistence allowance and transportation
within the island. We are responsible when these
experts are here for their subsistence allowance plus
their transport as I have already stated. That forms
the major part of this amount we have today. The
hon. member says that he hopes we will be getting
back something, but I do not think we will be getting
back anything.

Mr. GODDARD: Under this Item 42 I think
that if proper value is to be derived from this scheme,
work wowld have to be carried out in more than one
district at a time. We have spent money on this
gscheme and I do not know that it will be completed
within two years since there is still a large portion
of the country to be covered. When this scheme
started in the beginning, if they had used more than
one crew and had had greater staff trained, we would
have eradicated this mosquito more successfully than
what is being done now. I do hope that whén the
scheme is started there will be muech more prepara-
tion in the beginning than we had ih the campaign
for the eradication of the Yellow Fever Mosquito.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: One of the reasons
why this scheme is not being conducted any faster is
because of the objection raised by some people. We
have had objections recently from people in the Christ
Church area who wanted to now if when their proper-
ty was damaged who will pay for it; and the kind of
sprayers used and so on. Every now and then that hap-
pens; people say they want an answer and Inspect-
ors have to go to other houses and come back; that
accounts for the slow progress of the campaign. We
have had to get the expression of the people in the
neighbouring island who had this residual spraying
done and had to find out if there is any likelihood
of any articles being damaged. There are three kinds
of fluid used and they vary with the type of wash
on walls and so on. We had to get the experience
of other people before we could convinee our people
that no harm will be done to their furniture. It all
depends on what confidence people have in the things
that are told. ‘

‘When the hon. member talks about slow progress
it is in the Christ Church iarea especially that this
effort is being made.

510 p.m.

Mr. F. I. WALCOTT: A matter like this
makes me remember reading a book by Harold J.
Laski. The Government is allowing people sup-
posedly in authority to make them gear their policy:
to suit those people. If these people in Christ Church
were ordinary poor people living in 8 x 10 houses
you would spray the insecticide in their coal pots and
@ll about; but because they are big people and their
furniture and wally are getting soiled, the campaign
is going slow. It is going slow because some people
are afraid to tell these people that the furniture
and walls do not mean more than the health of the
community izs a whole. :

The Government has mediecal cfficers; make them
do some work; make them explain this campaign so
that the people will understand it and realise that
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even if their furniture is soiled, health come before
furniture. 1 have heard lectures by Dr. Byer who 1s
most excellent man. I do not know how long the
Government will] keep him because he is a human
being, as the honourable senior member for the
City would say. He is the man who can seli Publie
Health ideas to the people. I am sure that after the
lecture which he gave to the workers, no worker
would be against having his house sprayed even if
it means a slight damage to his furniture. He
should direet your campaign throughout the island
assisted by Visual Aids ete.,, and explain the cam-
paign to the people. People have been hearing about
mosquitoes for so long that they feel they need mot
worry about mosquitoes now; that is the attitude of
the innocent and the ignorant.

Of course I think that the best way of demon-
strating to those people who do not want their furni-
ture soiled is to get a couple of these Yellow Fever
mosquitoes and drop on them. The Government
should give the campaign a good start. Before the
Malaria epidemic, every one said there was ne
malaria. If someone big gets the Yellow Fever and
dies then you will hear the cry ; you will hear, *‘ Have
you heard that Mr. So and So. has died of Yellow
Fever? The plague is upon us!’” If the Government
carries a campaign through Christ Church I am sure
the hon. senior member for Christ Church would assist
with it just as he assisted with the cane fire cam-
paign. That campaign has produced good results
because you did not have as many fires last year, or
up to now in this year, as you had the previous years.
Talk to the people and you will be doing something.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: The Govern-
ment is not afraid of big people or of any people.
Last week or the week before, Regulations which
would cover these things were laid before the Legis-
lature. We had to tighten up on the Regulations in
order to carry this campaign through. We have
brought the Regulations to the attention ofl the House
and members will see that the Government is taking
this campaign seriously. It would be surprising to
know that these hindrances to the campaign do not
come. from small people, but from people who ought
to know better. 'There it one very well known and
popular doctor in this island who raised a protest
pgainst the spraying of his house; you would not
think that a man of his profession would raise the
objection as to what wag going to happen to his car-
pets. So we had to tighten up on the Regulations
and they will give us authority to carry this cam-
paign through. We will try to coax people first and
to show them when they are wrong; but in the last
resort, if we have to invoke the Regulation we will
do it.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, no coaxing has
been done. The Director of Medical Services has not
stepped out of his office. As a matter of fact, he
left the island on leave very soon after the campaign
started although we hear that a Civil Servant is to
be a slave and is not even entitled to draw his salary.
Immediately after the campaign started the Director
went on leave. Perhaps it might have been difficult
for him to postpone his leave for sometime; but I do
not think that that is so. The framing of Regula-
tions threatening people with jail is taking the line
of least resistance. You just make it so that you
can: send the police for someone ; but you do not move
out of your office seat. Regulations jare being brought
down as the result of the experience of Trinidad and
British Guiana; they had the campaign going long
before we did. The method of educating people that
this campaign is good for them has never been fol-
lowed here.

. Every now iand again the Government imports
some big doctor and gives a name like Director,

Superintendent ete., and they sit in their offices and
refuse to come out and do anything. The hon. mem-
ber has referred to the cane fire campaigns in which
members of the House participated. We have to
educate the people. Tell them that spraying their
water barrels does not kill them. No educational
campaign was ever started. The Director of Medical
Services left for England and when he was on the
boat Yellow Fever broke out in Trinidad. If it
breks out while he is here he can pick himself up
and leave for somewhere else. '
5.20 p.m.

He would not even go and look around the Sea-
well Airport until he was told so by me. That is the
place he should gp. It is the first place where they
might land. However, I am glad to say before that
month was out he had a big campaign going on
around Seawell area. I know what [ would have
suffered if my children, my family and myself had
caught the disease. I know he is not going to catch
it; he will run away quickly or at least he will send
his family out while he stays.

Long before we knew that anything had brpken
out in Trinidad it turned out that we had Yellow
Fever next door to us. The people in British Guiana
were saying that the Yellow Fever Mosquito was
being brought there every time a schooner left this
colony for that country. There is a lukewarmness
and complacency in his attitude. T suppose he would
arrest somebody himself and take the person to gaol
for breaking these Regulations. All that was laid
before them. I say, get the campaign started; let the
people know something about it. T believe that my
colleague and the Chairman of the St. Michael’s
Sanitary Inspectors were responsible for getting the
first officer that came here about it to tell the Sanitary
Commissioners of St. Michael something of what was
going to be done. I would like to see this campaign
carrjed on without any break. I claim that the people
are reasonable and are willing to assist you.

Mr. BARROW: I am not at all surprised that
the person whom we have in charge of that depart-
ment which we are discussing has run it in this
manner; because when the present holder of that
office was appointed, he was not appointed so much
for hig scholastic achievements and the qualifications
be had for doing the job, as much as for the fact that
he was more socially desirable than the present holder
of & similar office in the neighbouring colony of
Trinidad. If you start off with a false premise like
that, it must stand to reason that the whole medical
profession in this colony must break down and be
carried on in the manner in which we are unfortun-
ately experieneing. If members of the puklic in
Barbados know that, I think they will be prepared to
forgive the Hon. Minister of Social Services for 2 lot
of the criticisms which is so unfairly levelled a* his
head. Having heard that point, the Hon.. Minister
of Social Services should know that as soon as vou
are coming for $14,000 to support the B.C.G. Control
Programme with specific allocations for a chauifeur
to drive the Medical Officer around, if he can get
down to all those fine details, surely he could have got
down to the detail of the preliminary campaign to
educate memberts of the public as to the functioning
of the B.C.G. Control Programme and the value of
such a campaign to the community.

Apart from the Hon. Minister of Social Services,
I do not think one of his colleagues knows anything
of the term B.C.G.; and yet they are the people who
are supposed to lay down the policy of the Govern-
ment and to have collective responsibility. If they
knew, I am sure the Hon. Minister of Communica-
tions would have been shouting it out before because
that is his nature and disposition. Not one of them.
knows the meaning of the tem B.C.G.; and if that is
80, how much less would some poor benighted subject
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of Boscobel know. With al] due deference to the hon.
senior member for St. Andrew (I am not using the
definition as a term of approbrium; I could have
used Sugar Hill instead). Mr. Chairman, how does
anybody know that the term B.C.G. has anything to
do with Tuberculosis. I doubt whether any hon.
member can tell off hand what is the incidence of
that disease; because there is no machinery for the
collation of statistics on that from the other impor-
tant diseases in this colony; and therefore, your
initial vote should have been for your propaganda
campaign so as to let people know what 1s the whole
cbject of the B.C.G. Control Programme.

I entirely agree with the observations of the hon.
junior membed for the City on that score. What he
has said about the Yellow Fever mosquito being car-
ried from here to British Guiana is quite correct,
and if the Director of Medical Services wants to
perform a useful function, he can stop at his office
at the Wharf and make sure that every schooner
leaving the island is treated with insecticide for the
Eradication of Aédes Aegypiti mosquito before it
leaveg these shores. They should control the schooners
which come into the island and leave by spraying theni
with the insecticide to eradicate this mosquito.

Now, Mr. Chairman, it is only last year when
this House was discussing Regulations that the respon-
sibility of cleaning the Wharf, at least that part of
the Wharf which is eonstructed by masonry, came up
for consideration, and it will surprise you to know
that for the first time the Commissioner of Health was
given something like $425 by the Central Government.
for cleaning wharves. Before that time nobody knew
whose job it was to clean that paut of the Wharf tv
get rid of all the muck which you see down there.
That cleaning is now in the hands of the Medical
Department. Social desirability has nothing to do
with public health; and as soon as the Director of
Medical Services realises that it will be better for
the public of Barbados.

The situation up to that time wag that the
wharves were in a deplorable state, and the wharves
in Barbados are very important in the same way as
the Airport is important; and that is a point, for the
spreading of any kind of disease in the island. Under
Item 39 I hope that provision will be made not only
for people who have suffered with operations for
cataract but also for persons in the community who
need glasses; and those who are unable to purchase
them for themselves would be able to get them with-
out unnecessarily having to wait until their eyesight
deteriorates to such a position that they need an
operation. We all know that prevention is better!
than cure. '

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Chairman, subject to the right of the Hon.
Minister of Social Services, I beg to move that you
do now report progress and ask for leave for the
committee to sit again.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I beg to second that.

The molion was put end agried to.

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr, SPEAKER
vesumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: At 'this stage, Mr.
Speaker, I Leg to move that this House do now
adjourn for half an hour.

Hon. M. BE. COX: 1 beg to second that.

The question that this House do mow adjourn
for half an hour was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned
the House accordingly.

WAGES COUNCILS BILL RETURNED

On re-assembling,

Mr., SPEAKER: T have the honour to inform
the House that I have received a Message from the
Other Place returning the Bill intituled an Act to

provide for the establishment of Wages Councils
with amendments which are written on the Bill.

Mr. LEWIS: I am wondering if Your Honou#
would aceept a suggestion from me. When a Bil] is
returned from the Other Place hon. members do not
see it; and some indication should be given as to the
extent of the amendments so as to determine if these
amendments should be printed and eirculated. If
there are numerous amendments [Mr. SPEAKER:
They are numerous.] they should be printed and
eirculated.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Unless the Govern-
ment asks to deal with these amendments forthwith
they are printed and circulated.

Mr. LEWIS: 1 do not know if any hon. member
of this House knows what the amendmentg are; if
hon. members know what the amendments are, or if
there is only one amendment we could proceed with
it now.

Mr. BARROW: Further to what the hon
junior, member for the City had said, all he is asking
is that Your Honour should give some indication as
to the number of amendments which has been sent
back here. There is a very good reason for this
as Your Honour is aware, and we should now appoint
gome future day for these amendments to be dealt,
vith unless the House indicates that it will deal with
them forthwith. Tt is a rule that a time. should be
appeinted for the House to deal with a Bill that is
amended. .

Mr. SPEAKER: This Bill containg several
amendments and new paragraphs are being suggested.
The usual practice is to have the Bill printed and
circulated with the amendments; it would not be
convenient to deal with these amendments to-day.

ESTIMATES RESUMED

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment, the
House was in Committee on the Estimates.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House
resumed Committee Mr. SMITH being in the Chair,

Head XXIII—(1) Continued )

Mr. CHATRMAN: When the House was last in
Committee Head XXIII (1) was being considered

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Quite 2 lot has been
s2id on Item 42 and I believe that the Government
has taken heed of some of the observations which
have been made; but I do not think much harm can
be done if T were to reiterate or strengthen the argu-
nents of my colleague in respect of the eradication
of the Yellow Fever Mosquito. Last year when we
were dealing with the Estimates, because of my pos-
ition, I was able to draw the attention of the Govern-
ment to the loop hole which existed in carrying out
the scheme. As I said, the Hon. Minister of Social
Services did offer a measure of co-operation in the
matter and made personal investigation. I think
it is safe to say now that the position has got some.
what better, but I am bound to agree with the pre.
vious speakers; and I regret very much the half.
hearted way in which this matter is being done. It
is not good enough. Tt is unfortunate that you have
people who becaunse they are qualified in a particular
line become so pig-headed that they do mot want to
listen to adviee. It is mot good enough for anybody
to sit in a wheel-chair when dealing with this matter
of Public Health. When I suggested that lectures
should be given I was told that World Health
Organisation was dealing with this matter. As my
colleague has pointed out we are spending a lot more
money in this scheme; we have to pay the expenses
of the W.H.O. and T will say that money which ig
spent on the eradication of mosquitoes or doing any-
thing in the interest of Public Health, is money
which is well spent; but for a department to sit
down and do very little or nothing at all to try
and assist in this matter is not gocd enough. This

g
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mosquito is the type of mosquito which lives insids
the house; I quite agree that you should not allow
just a few people to say that they will not co-opera
ate in the eradieation of this mosquito by allowing
Inspectors to go into their houses and so on; I am
surprised that one or two people should say so.

6.20 p.m.

I think that something should be done to pre-
vent the people who are in charge of Public Health
from sitting in their offices all day and doing nothing.
‘With the greatest respect, that refers even to the
Minister of Social Services. When 1 suggested it to
him, he did come out in the field and see what was
happening and I think he gave a talk. The Director
of Medical Servieces is not the Director of Medical
Services of St. Michael, but of Barbados.

If you are eradicating the mosquito what is the
point of starting to eradicate it in one section and
when you run it from one section, it goes to another?
Let the Director of Medical Services carry out a real
ampaign. What is the good of sitting down and
saying that someone has refused to allow to spray
his house and that you are getting no co-operation?
How ean you get co-operation if you do not get it
as a result of instructions from those persons who are
learned in Public Health? Axre we to vote this money
to get a labourer to walk up to someone’s house and
say,; ‘‘My lady, it is alright. Nothing will go wrong.”’
I think it is pure laziness; I think it is shocking tg
have to spend all of this money and still to find that
the people do not know what it is all about. At one
time we asked that the Edudation Department assist
with films; nothing has been done.

I think it is time that the Minister of Social
Services say to the Direcior of Medical Services or
to the Chief Health Officer or whoever it is that it is
not good enough to just sit down in their offices and
say to send Regulations to the House. It is not good
enough to pass Regulations to prosecute people
because they will mnot allow you to spray
their houses, when you have mnot educated
them as to the meaning of the campaign. If
you are seeking co-operation in this big health pro-
gramme, the finst thing you should do is to take every
possible means of disseminating knowledge to people
and to let them know something of what you are
doing. This campaign started a year ago, and 1 said
then that there was no co-operation offered by the
Government, and when the W.H.O. Medical Officer
came here in that connection, although he did not
actually say so, you could see how he felt when he
observed that Barbados was the only place to which he
had gone and got such a reception. It was nothing
to the Press that the Director of Medical Services was
out of the island.

When a layman makes a suggestion doctors
usually sneer.

I speak with some authority when I say that
more has been done for Public Health by laymen
than by all the doctors in the world. They may smile
and they may laugh, but I say that if you were to
educate the people along these lines you would elimi-
nate a lot of this expenditure. All that they are
really using is concentrated D.D.T. and kerosene oil.
Let the Minister deny that. TIn addition to that there
are people who would be willing to carry out their
own spraying. Years ago, Mr. John Beckles started
Health Week. -When he started Health Week in this
island some doctors sneered :and laughed: thev said
every week should be a, Health Week. Mr. Beckles
‘was a layman; he was not a University man, but
today they are doing the same thing that he did by
asking people to get rid of old pots and pans and
coconut shells that can hold stagnant water. No one
will laugh at that because it is the World Health

&

Organisation carrying out a campaign to eradicate
the Yellow Fever mosquito.

1 do not look at the Director of Medical Services
as the beginning and end of al] things; he will go
but Barbados will remain. It is the Government’s duty
to see that things are done. If they are not done let
the Director go. As I have said there are people why
are willing to spray their own houses with this con-
centrated D.D.1'. and kerosene oil. Start the campaign
with certain sections of the community who are will-
ing to do it. it is no use having a fancy name and a
big staif and doing nothing, '

Last year when I mentioned certain things the
Government got interested and they changed their
programme somewhat by adopting some of the sug-
gestions made by those outside the phase of Govern-
ment, by getting labouring staff and going ahead
and getting some work done. It was rather amusing
to see at the beginning of this campaign the Govern-
ment vigourously opposing the idea of having labour
ing staft, and later on to see them, sending back ask-
ing for labouring staff, when, just out of sheer wicked-
ness and ignorance they refused to do it at first.

The Government must take responsibility for
everything that its departments do. I have already
discussed these things with the Minister of Health
and he did press upon, the Government the necessity
for a labouring staff. So much for Item 42.

I now come to Item 43. If there is one thing that
iz engaging the attention of people in this island to-
day it is the rampant spread of Tuberculosis or Con-
sumption. We see in these Estimates, Item 43, B-C.G.
Control Programme. Ask some of the members of
the Government what that means and they do not
know; they think you are talking about hot-dogs. I
am not just saying that because I can say it. 1 hope
that the B.C.G. Control Programme will not be car-
ried on in the same manner as the Yellow Fever
campaign. We are to spend $14,000 on the B.C.G.
Campaign. As far as I am concerned that could be
$140,000. What is the Director of Medical Services,
kig assistant or any of the Government officers, with
the exception of Dr. Byer doing? Are we going to
vote this money and then be told that everyone should
know what it means? This question of T.B. is a big
question: No one wants to advertise that in Barbados
™.B. is rampant; but everyone of us owes a duty to
his family to protect them. If we have an officer in
our midst who puts up a blind scheme or a scheme
which shows that he is not actually interested in our
welfare, it is time to remove-him. The Minister of
Health so far has shown great interest, and has made
an effort to co-operate with the loecal authorities in
this campaign.

6.30 p.m.

Quite ®ecently it has been drawn to the Minister’s
attention that the very Medical Superintendent which
you now have, was brought here ‘to relieve the Hos-
pital. This is eommonsense, Mr. Chairman; you do not
need to have any knowledge of Tuberculosis to know
this. Not only are they in a ward in the General
Hospital but they are being scattered among the
other people who are sick at the Hospital. Is that
not a shame? [VOICES: Shame! Shame!] Let us
say that is eorrect and it is fair; would either one of
the Ministers like to have his sister, daughter or
mother in Hospital lying next to somebody suffering
with Tuberculosis?
would not like it for somebody else. Of course, the
Government is really trying to do something. 1 told
the Minister of Health of the two views expressed by
medical practitioners. The Government took the
advice of the Director of Medical Services in that
one of the means of assisting persons suffering with
Tuberculosis (which is not in accordance with the view

1 would not like it; therefore, I
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.of the humble layman from the commonsense point
-of view of Barbados) would be the outdoor treatment.

The man who recommends outdoor treatment for

_Tuberculosis patients in Barbados is absolutely a

murderer; and members of the Government who

.agree with it are also murderers. Certainly you can

isolate your chidren, but outdoor treatment in a 12 x
8 house should not be done. The man that recommend
ed that is a murderer; and the members of the Gov-
ernment who back him up with that are aiso murder-

ers. It should not be allowed for persons who are.

suffering with Tuberculosis to lie in beds side by
side with people who are sick otherwise. Tuberculosis
is a wind borne disease; it is a disease which you in-
hale. I am saying that duc to the econoniic eonditions
of the people in this couatry where the standavd of
living is so low, (and 1f you look up your statisties
you will see that these cases are drawn from the
poor classes, where 99.99: of the casecs cannot be
properly isolated, that is fathers from children,
children from mothers and mothers from the chil

-dren) outdoor treatment should not be recommended

You have a campaign of lecturing to the people;
you are having lantern slides showing the danger
of overcrowded homes; but you are coming in here
for $14,000 which I consider is a wicked waste of
money to start this programme; and people who are
in authority and should know better are telling peo-
ple that Tuberculosis is not the only disease which
kills people. What else are you but a murderer? You
are the same murderer as one charged before the
Chief Justice for murder, when you get up publicly
and say Tuberculosis is not the only disease which
is killing them. Mr. Chairman, I am sometimes amus-
ed at this type of person whom you are keeping in

-your midst.

You must agree that the idea of an expensive
type of Sanitorium is out of the guestion. And why?
Because scientific research has shown that you have
gone so far with drugs within the last ten years as to
make a large Sanitorium for the treatment of this
disease out of date. You are now using different drugs

-for the control of this disease; they are not a complete

cure, but those of us who are really interested in the
people of Barbados are asking you to make provision
for the isolation of those, found suffering from T.B.
and who live in a 12 X 8 house.

Mr. Chairman, how can you save a man’s children
if when he is suffering, you treat him and tell him
to go back home, and he lives in a 12 X 8 house with
his children. You are bound to find that every morn-
ing a child and the mother will be affected. You
should send him to some place where he could be
isolated from his family. I have had this experience
aiready; I have found where a medical man failed
to come out of his house and to convince him that by

-so doing he would save his family from that affliction.

I say again, when you get a man telling you that this
is mot the only disease which is killing you he is a
murderer; and if you are going along with him
you are assisting in murdering the people. What
.can be more pathetic than to find a man afflicted with
T.B., you treat him outside, he lives in a house
12 X 8 with eight people in the house and you keep
kim in the Hospital for six months and then send

him home. Everybody in that house was free of that

disease when you tested him six months ago, but as
soon as you send him home two of his children are
affected. What is more, one of those children is drink-
‘ing milk at Bay Street School along with the other
children. What are you but murderers when you do
that. T say again, I would not like that for my child-
ren; therefore, I would mnot like it for the children
of the man in the street. The Director of Medical

—_—

Services has the temerity to say that a man should
be treated as an out patient. |
€.40 p.m. i

Put up your building for God’s sake ; build some -

where to isolate them too. I realise that this tre-
mendous idea of the erecting a Sanitorium is out of
the question today. The treatment is so revolution-

{ ised today that you do not want to have an expensive

Sanitorium. What I am asking for is a place of
proper isolation which is mnot a Sanitorium. You
have not got accommodation for isolation at the Gen-
eral Hospital and you are asking other people tu
take these cases. When I argued that it was not fai-
to carry these people in the Hospital, you said that
it was all right to put them in the ward there; but
is it fair to put them in the same ward with a woman
who. has just had a baby? [Laughter]- Don't
mind that langhing hyena over there; some people
ty the grace of God have moved away from the
position in which they once were. I will say that
to those over there on a platform or anywhere else,
because I have always had the courage to work for
my living. However in these Estimates you have a
sum of $14,000 for the econtrol of Tuberculosis; it is
o serious thing; but you must first educate people as
to why you are doing it. Ask some of them ovex
there what this money is for and they do not know
I have sympathy for the Hon. Minister of Soecial
Rerviees in this matter because he has been prac
tising too long in this country; buvt if you want
moral courage and moral support to tell the Direcior
of Medical Services what you want to tell him, you
have it in here. Do you know people have expressed
the fact of hearing that a man was living in Barbados
for over a year—If you are interested in conditions,
will you talk about treating Tuberculosis patients
considering that we have a strong cure, and send
them back home in a 12 x 8 house with several peo-
ple living in it? I do hope that under this Item for
£14,000 we will hear that every doctor, every health
visitor, and every Parochial Medical Officer is pressed
into service; and there is no reason why private
practitioners should not be pressed into service
too. Some people believe in some doctors and
therefore you should press every doctor in this
island to tell people what this whole campaign 1s
sbout, but not for people to be sent back home in
the same house with eight and nine people living
in the house. I say that you are assisting in murder-
ing people when you send a person back there. After
all, when you have people in the Hospital for opera-
tion, their condition is down and they will be in-
fected with this disease. This amount of $14,000 is

not enough ; how do you think other people will feel?

You are erecting palatial buildings but for God’s
sake get some place where these people can be iso-
lated. I have said that they are 54 cases in St. Mi

chael’s Infirmary; and there is also the question of

the homes from which they eame. This disease can
be spread quite easily because there is no isolation.
I am asking that instead of erecting these palatia!
buildings, build a place for the isolation of these cases
Instead of spending $24,000 in erecting a doctor’s
kouse T would rather you spend this money on this
r:atter of isolating people. T have made a special study
of this matter; it is a pet subject of mine; it is one
of those things which long before I came here I have
Leen studying, and the Hon. Minister of ‘Social Ser-
vices. has always given me support; and now that he
is a Minister he will support us in the matter. I feel
that this matter is of paramount importance, a matter
in which the Government should aet and act quickly.

Mr. CRAWFORD': Apparently the Hon. Min
1ster has no intention of replying to this matter. With
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regard this $14,000 in connection with this B.C.G.
Campaign I am waiting to hear exactly what it en
tails.
pressed on the Government to start this CampaigL
Irere, and on each occasion I was told by the Hon.
Mimster of Social Services that under the conditions
under which the W.H.O. is operating we could not
have this campaign started unless we had a Sani-
torium ; therefore I am at a loss to hear that we are
spending this $14,000 without having a Sanitorium
and. that every cent of this $14,000 would be spent
on purely administrative work; according to the ex-
planatory mnote this money will be spent in this
mranner.

6.50 p.m, :

We see in the Note $10:224 for provision for
Medical Staff, Office Staff' and Chauffeur; $1,200 for
subsistence to W.H.O. adviser; $825 for Mainten-
ence of Vehicle, $750 for Office Rent, ete. The
money we are voting is to cover the cost of the ad-
winistration of the programme. One can assume of
course that the entire cost of the programme itself
in so far as actual medical examination and treat-
ment is concerned is to be borne by the W.H.O., but
in any case we are anxious to know how it has be-
come possible to have this programme at all when
we have nothing like a T.B. Sanatorium which we
were told at first was indispensible if W.H.O. were
to start such a campaign.

The burden of the complaint of the homnourable
scnior member for the City is that the Medieal
Superintendent is to blame for the conditions affect-

ing T.B. The honourable member has forgotten

that today we have Ministerial Status, and that
any policy carried out by any department including
the Medical Department must have the full and
absolute sanction of the Minister in charge. The
other day there was a case In Trinidad where the
Medical Superintendent of the Leper Hospital per-
mitted patients from the Hospital to roamn the streets
of Trinidad during the Christmas holidays; we all
know the immediate reaction on the part of Trini-
dad’s Minister of Health, and how the Medical
Superintendent was suspended from duty. We also
know that final action was taken to the Secretary of
State for the Colonies and Dr. Cocos was recalled.
I wonder if it will ever be possible to see anything
like that in Barbados; if any Minister under the
present Government would have either had the
courage or ability to say to the Medical Superinten-
dent; that what he is doing is endangering the health
of the community, especially if the officer is an
Englishman. He could have allowed lepers to roam
the entire island of Barbados and infect every other
person-

Therefore, when the honourable senior member
for the City persists in singing the same theme song
that the Medical Superintendent is a murderer, he
n.aust bear in mind that the Government which per-
mits him to maintain that policy is even more a mur-
derer than the officer himself. They have sat there for
thie last three to five vears saying that we do not
have the money to put up a T.B. Sanatorium, but
they could waste a lot of money on frivolous Corona-
tion celebrations. Which is more important, a T.B.
Samatorium or Ministerial Buildings?

I am really anxions to discover how comes it
that W.H.O. ecan permit such a fundamental change
in their general policy, by permitting a programme
of B.C.G. to be operated in the colony which up
to0 now has not got the slightest beginning of a T.B.
Sanatorium and which up to the present shows no
signs of intending to have one. I am waiting to see
what type of programme we will get here; and

I can remember that for two or three years ]

whether it will be the same effective type of pro
gramme that Trinidad, Jamaica and other Britsh
West Indian colonies had, or whether we will get
some sort; of make-shift programme in the absence of
a Sanatorium, a programme that will be of very little
use to the island.

It is high time that we had a programme in
view of the increasing incidence of T.B.; but cer-
tainly if it is felt on the one hand that the time has
come to start a B.C.G. Control Programme, how can
it be felt on the other hand that the time is not yet
ripe, with such a large number of T.B. sufferers, to
start some sort of Hospital or Sanatorium where
they can be isolated from the rest of the community
and receive the treatment to which they are en-
titled? Only a very few can afford to go to Jamaica
where there 1s a well-known Sanatorium, or to Trini-
dad where there is another. Only those few can
expeet to get the treatment necessary. A colony
which can afford to do so many things which are
rnothing but a waste of the surplus money in the
Treasury should be able to vote a sum for the redue-
tion of this disease and for the treatment of people
who suffer from it in this colony.

7.00 p.m.

Mr. BE. K. WALCOTT: Ag regards the cam-
paign for the eradication of the Yellow Fever mos
quito, much has been said, not only that they should
have an organised campaign but that it should be
conducted along similar lines to the malaria cam-
paign which we had many years ago. It is not much
use having a piece-meal campaign to eradicate mos.
quitoes. The first person to tell us that should be

- the Minister of Social Services himself; because he

would be only driving the mosquitoes from place
to place, and they will just go and come back. I
would be glad if the Minister would tell us how a
piece-meal programme dealing with parish after
parish and district after district could possibly
eradicate anything except money.

The honourable member knows full well that we
have tackled malaria and were cne of the few places
that got rid of it after we got it. What we did was
to concentrate week after week on the parochial
authorities of the various parishes along with their
supervisors, and saw to it that the spraying was
done well. The ecampaign was carried out in every
quarter, in every house, and in every place and over
the same period; otherwise there would have been
absolutely no hope. What you are doing now is driv-
ing them from the Mental Hospital up to Bank Hall-
I am almost certain that where they have sprayed
already that the mosquitoes are there again. Where
is your organisation for carrying out this campaign?
You cannot have enthusiasm if you have only a small
organisation dealing with it, and without the propa-
panda to put over to the people that they should work:
at the same time to eradicate the evil which may
strike down anyone of us. Not that I am afraid of an
outbreak of Yellow Fever here, because I have been
given to understand by a person in Trinidad that
what took place there was largely a secare. That was
mere propaganda to get the people enthused to get
rid of the mosruito that caused Yellow Fever. At
any rate, I do not think that we ave in much danger
of being attacked by the Yellow Fever mosquito al-
though the mosquito is here. '

Sir. T know what they are doing to eradicate

 the Yellow Fever mosquito here now is a waste of

good money; and it is of no use to bring in Regula-
tions to say that you must see that you drain pipes
particularly when a man knows that you cannot
carry him to the magistrate and make him pay for
not inspecting them. I say again that Barbados is
one of the few places that got rid of malaria after
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we got it, and because there was a concerted drive to
eradicate the Yellow Fever mosquito; and every
body will make a drive to eradicate the
Yellow Fever mosquito if he is made to
understand that it means disease because disease
1is no respecter of persons. Sir, get all your parochial
authorities together; get all your Sanitary Inspec-
ters around and your supervisors to look after it;
even the Minister himself, and see that this eampaign
is carried out with a concerted drive. After a month
or two and you think it is necessary, carry it out
again. Do not carry it out halfway. 1t is no use
spending $10,000 if you know the campaign is going
10 need $50,000 or $60,000. You had better drop it en
tirely, or really make some attack on it; do not fool
with it. If it is his job and he is skilful in doing
it and has interest in doing it, and if only he manages
1o enlist the interest of all persons, (the ones with
the more intellect as well as the ones with less intel-
lect) we will succeed in eradicating that mosquito.

Now I have been asking every honourable mem
ber around this side of the Table (I did not get as
far as over yonder) if he knows anything about this
B.C.G- Control Campaign. I hope the Hon. Minister
of Social Services would not mind giving us a little
more information from his own medical knowledge
as to how this B.C.G. Control Campaign works. I see
something for it in the Estimates. First of all, I would
suggest that it should be put under non-recurrent,
though I take it that this part of the programme
which will be done with this vote is non-reeurrent.
1t has to do that which the Note to the Item states.
1t is useless for any Government to come to any place
or any Assembly such as this and tell the people
that they do not have funds to make an attack on an
illness and disease such as this; when at the same
‘time, you see them boasting proudly that they have
budgeted for $13,000,000 and, they have and will ob-
tain by the end of this month $2,245,000 and some
odd dollars as surplus which they are going to put
half, (that is $1,125,000 odd) back into the Treasury.
I am not saying whether it is wise or not; because
when the reaping is good you must put away some,
but what a lack of optimism of progress if you are
lucky enough to be in the position at the end of the
financial year to have a surplus of $2,245,000 odd
dollars and you put away half of that when you need
some of it for a pressing social service.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a
voint of Order. I think the hon. member is making
a second reading speech. What he is talking about
has nothing to do with the particular Item under
this Head.

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: I do not think the Hon.
Minister is serious; if he is, he does not know what

-te is talking about. The fact is, the hon. senior mem-

ber for the City said that it is not enough to have a
campaign such as has been suggested, and that while
‘you might not need a Sanatorium but the equivalent
of a Qanatorium that is some place where you can
put those persons suffering with T.B. for treatment
in some place where you can deal with them, even if
you do not go to the extent of having a Sanatorium
as was the praetice in ancient years. When I was re-
ferring to the financial position of the colony I was
referring to that. T am saying that if the Government
finds itself in a position at the end of the financial

‘year to have a surplus of $2,245,000 odd dollars as it

i= expected to have, you can mever look an Assembly
or anyone else in the face and say that you do mot
have enough funds to undertake the equivalent of
some form of Sanatorium where you can put up and
tcep pecple afflicted with T.B. I am doing more than
that; I am suggesting to the Hon. Minister of Social

Services that it was in November last when the
Executive started to consider the Estimates; he might
rot have known he was going to have so much sur-
plus although he knew he was going to have a surplus;
he may not have known at that time, that he would
be in a position to have sufficient money to undertake
something further in connection with this scheme;
but that does not prevent him now that he knows
the true position, from saying when he gets up to
reply ; now that he knows what it is, he feels he can
do so much more. Of course, in this case he has to
get the consent both of his Premier and of his Execu-
tive Committee as to whether they think or not that
there is any reason or any intention to do more after
listening to this debate, to try to curfail this disease
and to use more efforts towards the alleviation and
its cure; and therefore, asking for some of that
money to double up on the scheme, or on any methods
cr ideas which are suggested by other hon. members.

The hon. senior member for the City paid the
Hon. Minister of Social Services the compliment in
that he was sure that he has his interest and sym-
pathy, and that he would be willing to do all he could
do in the matter particularly as it would lie in his
Iine as a medical man. If that is so, there seems
to be no reason for laying up stores of money in the
Treasury when we are having to admit that we are
not providing properly for those who are suffering
from a disease, and whose poverty in many cases
prevents them either to deal with or to treat it pro-
perly. If that is so, there is no reason why they
should not make some effort to use some such method
as has been suggested-

7.10 p.m.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS': To answer the hon-
member who has just sat down first. When he says
that in this campaign we are just throwing money
cown the drain, I mean this spraying with D.D.T. i
chouid like to say that it was not proved in British
(Gniana that money was being thrown down the drain.

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: I did not say that.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: The hon. member
said the equivalent; the hon, member was referring
to the mosquitoes.

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: I am sorry.

Hon. Dr- H. G. CUMMINS: To-day British Gui-
ana is free from) malaria as a result of this spraying
with D.D.T.,, and I do not know why the position
should prove to be different in Barbados. What we
are doing at present is to spray houses inside and
outside and this spraying, will last for some months;
if the mosquito or fly alights on that wall after it had
been sprayed, it meets its death. As far as the B.C-G.
Campaign is concerned, that is a sort of vaccination
campaign against Tuberculosis. This vaccination will
last for some time and you will not have it as a re-
current annual thing. I am glad to see that the hon.
senior member for the City has come back in the
Committee. On more than one oceasion he told me
that if I want any moral support he would assist me;
but because I do not blow off like the hon. member,
I do not want any moral support. If I am right, I
am right; and if I am wrong, I am wrong. Everybody
who knows my political history knows that I do no*
need any moral support. [Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: All
of us need it.] [Mr. E- D. MOTTLEY : Do you want
physical support?] It may be so. I do not pretend to
be an expert on Tubercnlosis as the hon. junior mem-
ber for the City is, and with a certain amount of
temerity I may advance some opinion of mine [ Laugh-
ter]. T know the hon. member will not accept it, but
first of all there is quite a division of opinion among
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the medical men of this island [Mr. E. D. MOTT-
LEY : We know it.] as to whether there is all this high
incidence of Tuberculosis. There are some who feel

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : On a point of Order. I
am just drawing to the attention of hon. members
that I did not say anything about any hlgh incidence
of Tuberculosis. I gave the mumber in certain in-
stances. I said that, they were 54 at the St. Michael’s
Infirmary and over 50 at the Hospital.

Hon. Dr. H. ¢- CUMMINS: I still say that there
is a division of opinion among medical men as to
there being this large incidence of Tuberculosis in
this island. What happens with some people is this:
as soon as Tuberculosiy is proved to be treatable and
people recover from it, there are people who come for-
ward for treatment. When, the building at the Alms.-
Louse was erected there was hardly anybody in it be-
cause the feeling wag that you are only going to die.
[{MEMBERS: That is true.] It is true because people
went up there at the last stage. However, the point I
am making is that people do not come forward for
treatment at an early stage; I have been practising
for 36 years and I ought to know something about
this matter., People who know about this disease know
that it can be treated along modern lines and they
have a fairly good chance of recovering; consequently
they come forward for treatment.

7.20 p.m.

Such patients used to throw away their money
on patent medicines and then find their way to the
Almshouse; to-day, that is not the case. My friend,
the hon. senior member for the City got up and
shouted loudly about murderers; he said that the doc-
tors at the ilospital are murderers, and the hon.
senior member for St. Philip said the Minister him-
self is a murderer. When they talk about sending
patients out to be treated at their homes, I learned
many years ago that T.B. has several stages. There

is the incipient or first stage which is now being dis-
covered by means of X-ray. A person may have a
little fever and a cough, because that is how the dis-
ease is often spread—by coughing. In all countries
these peoples are treated at their homes. They are
given assistance by way of 1mproved diet and other
modern treatment, and they are given the chance to
stay in their homes and be treated.

‘When the hon. member talks about the danger
of these people who are receiving home treatment, it
depends on the stage of development of the disease
when it is discovered. I sir, in my practice, up to now
have a few people who come to my office for injections
and other modern treatment; they are at their homes
with their families. Those are people who are in the
early stage of the disease. That is the closed time.

What T am coming to is that the Government is
making provision for the B.C-G. Campaign. We can-
not get a local doctor interested enough to go abroad
for training and we have had to approach an officer
n a nmghLourmo 1sland who has bad training; we
hope that we ean get the services of this officer and
et the campaign going. The hen. member has read
the report of the Hospital Planning Committee and
he has also heard me say that at the Flospital there
ie provision for keeping 50 cases of T.B., and that
we also will Institute treatment of T.B. in a few weeks
at “‘Enmore’”. It.all depends onl if it is an open ecase
or a closed case. If it is an open case the patient is
igelated,

The hon. senior member for St. Philip, (T want
to bo as charitable as possible) said that T stated
heve that the W.TL.0O. would not assist with thic eam-
raign unless we had a Sanatorium. I never said that.
I said that they could not assist unless we made pre-
vision for treating cases of T.B., and we have made

that provision in our planning for those 50 beds at
the Hospital. To say that I said that we would not
get assistance unless we had a Sa,natonum is not
true.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The mere idea of a Sana-
torium is a place for treatment. Whether a Sana-

torium is built or these people are treated at the .

Hospital is a distinetion without a difference.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: There is a lot of
difference only he does not know.
amusing how people pay lip-service to the interest
of these poor sick people, and when they have an

opportunity useful to them they do mnot use that -
opportunity. There are some people— [Mr. E. D..

MOTTLEY : Give instances.] Am [ speaking or the
hon. senior member -for the City ¢ I was saying that
there are some people who supply milk to the Hos-
pitals and they put water in it to make the sick
people who drink it worse. That is the sort of thing

that happens. Some people only pay lip-service to-

the cause of the sick.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Supplymg milk to insti-
tutions is one of those things I will never go in for;
I am a Real Estate Broker. If I started to sell to

the Government I would sell legitimately. I would

never undertake to run a bakery or a dairy.

I am going to Say here and now that I will
challenge the Minister of Health against all the other
doc‘tors in the island. I will challenge him and the
Director of Medical Services against all the others.
He seems to think that when he uses the words ‘¢
cipient stage’’ I would not know what he was talking
about. I am not going to fold up what I am going
to say- Everyone knows about the incipient, stage of
a disease. I ask him to say, are there or are there
not 50 cases of T.B. in the Hospital, He made some
remarks about my being an authority. I am not one,
nor da I pretend to be one. I, because of my posatlon
in St. Michael, have consnlted nearly every doctor
in the island. When I want to know about T.B. I am
not going to ask a shoe-maker; I have consulted

doctors on this; I could call their names. I challenge:

the Minister of Health against all the other doctors.
If the Minister says that the incidence of T.B. is

not what people think, that is not what the others are-

saying.

Tion. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS': I said there is a.

difference of opinion.
7.30 p.m.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: As soon as you get a
difference of opinion, people start to die. What hap-
pens as soon as doctors are divided in their opinion ¢
All that happens is that people die. You have a
division cn this question but Mr. Chairman, you
know what the division is like. All on one side are
saying that these people suffering from T.B. should
be isolated but the Hon. Minister of Health and Dr.
O’Mahonv are the only two on the other side who
are saving another thing. T have had the pleasure
of meeting a gathering of doctors and I raised this
guestion, and of course they have enlightened me
on it. They spoke of the stage of the disease which
the Houn. Minister of Social Services spoke on; and
be knows it is oaly in 99.9 per cent cases in Barba-
dos when peoeple find themselves in that stage that
ther then go to a doctor. Tt is a well known fact
that when these people suffering with this disease
go to a doctor they have already passed the ineipient
stage. Only persons of a high sense of duty and
high stendards will go to a doctor in time; but even
in  well-to-do families in this island when vpeople
cateh a little cold they oo to a pharmacy and get a

little cough mixture which they take for a few weeks.

The Hon. Minister  of Social Services knows that
what I am saying is true. Eiven when some of themx

It is pometimes.
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go to a doctor they would only draw his attention
to certain facts. I know all of that because I was
born here and lived here for practically all my life:
and I hope not to leave here to go anywhere else
to die. I would emphasise that there is no gquestion
of treating people here in the incipient stage be-
cause nobody afflicted sees a doctor at that stage
I do not want to be offensive; but I will say, that
-doctors in this country who are graduates thirty
years ago unless they are prepared to read modern
scientific developments in medicine and treatment
of diseases, are as far back as any layman in their
knowledge.

Mr. CHAIRMAN :
the particular ltem.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Sir, I really cannot
believe that the Hon. Minister of Social Services who
has practised medicine in this country will publiely
let the Adwocate publish that he states that there
is not this incidence of the disease. [A VOICE:
He said there is a division of opinion.] Apparently,
in defence of the Government’s policy he is on the
side of Dr. O’Mahony. All the other doctors are on
the other side and agree with the views 1 have ex-
pressed. If the Hon. Minister can dispute this
statement that with the exception of the Director
of Medical Services all the other doctors are on the
other side, I will come in here and resign my seat.
All the other doctors in this country say that you
cannot successfully treat persons in this country
suffering with Tuberculosis as out patients owing to
conditions in this country. The ecases which you
get in hospitals are the cases which when the great
majority go to a doctor, they have passed the incipi-
ent stage. Those are the cases of which I speak
and which eoncern hon. members for the protection
of the health of the commumity. As I have said,
the majority of the doctors with the exception of
this division, which two on one side and all the
others on the other side, say that provision should
be made for proper isolation. T am not claiming to
be an expert on the matter; I am not suggesting
that because I looked up some textbook and saw
what modern medicine is doing for the cure of this
disease that I know how to administer it; I am not
telling him how to administer it. I may say that
there is a tremendous lot in what the Hon. Minister
said. Of course, the Hon. Minister is right in what
he said, because many of us have been asked to re-
speet confidences and thus do not blare anything
out. Of-course, we had cases here (not omne or two)
in which an expert in Trinidad said that the people
here did not know whai to do after sending the pa-
tients back home. Of eourse, the expert in Trinidad
said they did not kmow what they were doing and
that they were diagnosing a case to be that of Tu-
berculosis when it was only a case of heart disease.
Of course, doctors make mistakes.

T am gurprised that the Hon. Minister has taken
umbrage at the fact that I suggested moral support;
I think moral support is something which every
human being in this country meeds; I take it as
. something worthy of saying, when I referred to the
fact that he is not an expert. Everybody knows that
the Hon. Minister of Social Services who is a doctor
is not an expert on T.B. As a matter of fact, every-
" body knows that there is not any real expert on that

subject in this island. Do you think that in my
position as a Guardian in the parish of St. Michael
T was going to summon a nincompoop to tell me some-
thing about this disease? I went to the people who
claimed to be the specialists in it in Barbados; and
“they have told me that they do not agree with the
view expressed by Dr. O’Mahony. I wonder if the

That has nothing to do with

Director of Medical Services had not expressed that
view, what would be the view of the Government
on it. I hope that the Advocate publishes the fact
that there is a division of opinion in the medical
profession of Barbados on how T.B. should be treated.
7.40 p.m,

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I must
interrupt the hon. member.- I have never said any-
‘thing on how T.B. is to be treated.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I do not think the hon.
member has any difficulty about the statistics; he
has agreed abcut that. Omne of the reasons why you
are finding so many people in these wards in these
institutions is because they do not contribute to any
local treating. Years ago a man would decide after
nruch coercion and talk by the Sanitary Authorities,
Health Nurses and Doctors; it was only then that
he would decide to leave his family and go for
treatment. My contention is that today people ap-
preciate health standards, and because of a modern
drug which seems to arrest the spreading of the
disease, that enables people to live on for many years.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must ad-
dress the Chair.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I am addressing the
Chair. It is always a pleasure to look at you, Sir.
[Laughter]. I was saying that statisties show that
you have more cases than you can carry. I have
heard that in this country a highly-trained man
made a recommendation that a T.B. Sanatorium or
Ward should be placed in Bay Street. Discussing
the matter with his brother one day he said, ‘‘ As far
as I am concerned, I should like to take his word
when, it comes to medicine, but 1 would not like tc
think of being in a place with people spitting ‘down
on it.”’ 1 would like to ask what would be your
own position if that applied to your own family?

The other point I am making is that you have
these numbers in an institution like St. Michael’s
Infirmary; and I say it is not designed to take any
more now. What we are concerned about is this:
how are you to prevent the spread of this disease?
They have agreed to the policy of operating this eam-
paign, and I quite agree with this statement that
we should go carefully into this matter. A lot of
people have read about what happened with this
vaccine in the United States of America and in
Germany; I do not want to say anything that will
interfere with the smooth running of this campaign ;
but it will take a lot of publicity to put over this
campaign. T wish it good luck; but that is one side
of it. But what about controlling the spread of it?
How are you going to control that? Is it a fact that
the institution in St. Michael is over-crowded? The
answer is ‘‘yes’’. If these are facts, the next question
is, ““How are you going to deal with the control of
the spread of this disease?’” You get this answer,
““I am not providing any more room at the Hospital
but we are going to let people come for out-door
treatment.”” As soon as doectors in this country
hear that, they will say, ‘‘We know Barbadians, and
if you have this out-door treatment it means that
the disease will spread’”., The Hon. Minister baa
said that the Government is only treating incipient
cases outside, but how are you going to prevent the
other cases from spreading? I have discussed this
question with the Manager of the Housing Scheme.
There is mo point in using any sarcasm about any
experts; 1 have always refrained from saying things
which I think would be offensive; but if you are do-
ing something from your heart, if you are trying
to reason out things, then members of the Govern-
ment should not use any sarcasm. I am not an expert
either in Public Health or Tuberculosis, but I have
read about Public Health. When I do not see jour-




706

HOUSE

nals on Public Health I talk with doctors, and
I say that I differ from the view expressed by the
Director of Medical Services and. I agree with the
doctors of this colony who are of the opinion that
you cannot treat these cases outside.

‘When I used to get Medical Journals I used to
read and study them. I differ from the view taken
up by the Director of Medical Services and the
Minister of Health; and I share the view with the
majority of doctors in Barbados that you cannot
treat outcases of T.B. in this country and hope to
control the spread of the disease. If the Minister
or the Director of Medical Services hold a contrary
view, they are all murderers. I make no apology

' for saying that.
7.50 p.m.

Mr.CRAWFORD: Apparently, to get the
P.C.G. campaign going successfully all that is neces-
sary is the provision of a few beds in the Hospital,
and not necessarily the erection of a Sanatorium or
even an isolation hospital. If that is the case, it
certainly is a shame that this campaign was not
started before. If it is a faet that what I have re-
ferred to is all that is necessary, then it is merely
a question of neglect or indifference that the cam-
paign was wnot started before.

The Hon. Minister of Social Services in an at-
tempt at sarecasm, said that people only paid lip-
service to the question of assistance to people; he aiso
mentioned people supplying adulterated milk to the
Hospital. I am not sure to whom the reference was
intended, but I merely want to make it perfectly
clear that I have never even for a day of my life
had any contract to supply milk to the Hospital. So
therefore, the remarks could have absolutely no ref-
ence to me.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Did I make any refer-
ence to the hon. member? I said some contractors.

Mr. CRAWFORD: He did not say that. He
said there were some people who only paid lip-ser-
Wice to the plight of the poor and sick, when he
went on to talk about supplying milk to the Hospital.
I am telling him for his information, among other
things, that he weeds to be told that in so far as I
am concerned, I have never even for a half day
contracted for supplying milk to the Hospital, or
for any public institution for that matter, The
hon. member needs to be very careful about what
he says on the floor of the House. He should be
aware of his facts. It is not my fault if he eannot
understand or if they cannot even read a newspaper
report correctly. What I am sure about is that no
Government official with whom I have had contaet,
has ever had to make the disparaging remarks about
me that have been made about him.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a point
of Order. I tried to make a few remarks about the
Hospital just now and I was stopped.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, the Hon.
Miinister did not reply to me on the point that I
made about publicity. I am satisfied on this ques-
tion of the B.C.G. campaign, but it is very neces-
sary for the Government to conduct a publicity cam-
paign similar to what Trinidad has done. We should
get medical men to lecture through the districts so
that the people can become more aware of what is to
be done. I want to repeat what I said before: we
have an excellent man in Dr. Byer; he is an officer
that deserves the best consideration from this Govern-
ment. He is doing an excellent job working at the
Health Centre, and I do feel that if this campaign
is to be successful it should be publicised, as has been
done in other parts. Although the organization to
which T am conrected does not get duty free equip-

ment, we have a 16 millimeter projector which we can
lend to the Government to assist in the pub-
licity programme. They can show the public these
films and lecture to them.

You cannot successfully treat cases of T.B. and
send the patients back to their old dilapidated houses.
You may send them back home if they are going to a
good home and with a good salary; you cannot send
thera back to live on five or six dollars a week to eat
salt-fish and biseuits and expect them to recover! from
T.B. successfully.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, I am speak-
ing on Item 39, Glasses for Poor Persons Operated
on for Cataraect. That Ttem has remained static for
several years. I am wondering if there are no other
cases in which glasses are necessary and with which
poor people are supplied. 1 do suggest that there
must be several ailments from which poor persons
are suffering and are unable to purichase glasses;
cases which would be most deserving cases.

I would like some information from the Hon.
Minister in respect of last year: how many persons
were supplied with glasses, and were there any other
diseases for which glasses would be recommended,
and in which poor{persons would not be able to bene-
fit under this Item? I am referring to poor persons
who would be unable to purchase glasses for them.
selves.

8.00 p.m.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: T have not got the figures,
but what I can tell you is that as you have seen, this
is only for poor persons who are not in a position
to buy glasses for themselves after being operpted
on, If the hon, member wants the figures ag to how

many people have benefited as a result I will get-
them for him;lI will say that they are given these

glasses on the advice of the Ophthalmist.

While T am on my feet, I would like to tell the
hon. junior member for the City (and I am not
making any apology I am just stating faets), that
when thig Yellow Fever Campaign started, the
Ministry was only a few days old and was not res-
ponsible technically for the ecampaign; although I
did make some effort to do something about it. I
pay the honourable senior member for the City some
tribute for having drawn my attention to that. In
this case I will see to it that all the publicity neces-
sary will be given. I was also asked what was my
observation on T.B. by the honourable junior mem-
ber for St. James. The honourable member may
not have been in here when I said if a man were
provided with good nourishing food and modern
treatment such as Streptomycin and other modera
drugs, he has a fairly good chance of recovery.

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: What I would like the
Hon. Minister to give me is the incidence of T.B. if
he knows it, not merely vital statistics of death;
and to say whether or not the disease is going up or
down or keeping steady, and whether the people are
more cognisant of the effects and are eoming forward
for treatment?

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I would like to say that
the death rate has gone down tremendously.

Mr. E- D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, in con-
nection with Item 39, glasses for poor persons opera-
ted on for cataract, I would just like to draw to the
attention of the Hon. Minister that the Vestry of
St. Michael was spending around $720 which is three
times as much as what the Government has here to
be spent on persons who were operated on for
cataract, and were told that they would have
to get glasses. Nearly every old age pensioner
is supplied with glasses free of cost from the St.
Michael’s Vestry. We realise that most of those
people would like to get glasses so as to be able to
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read the Bible, to go to church and to follow the
service from their books; and we feel to deny them
of that would be denymg them of a privilege. This
Government is providing $240 for this purpose but
the St. Michael’s Vestry spends $720 on that; and
most of the time the people whom they spend this
money on are those who are sent from the Hospital
by the ophthalmist and who has told them that they
must get glasses,

The question that the sum of $59,895 be voled
under this Head, was put and resolved in the affirm-
ative without diviston.

ADJOURNMENT

On motion of Hon. Dr. CUMMINS, seconded by
Hon. M. E. COX, the CHAIRMAN reported pro-
gress and asked for leave for the Committee to sit
again.

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: 1 beg to move that this
House do now adjourn for three-quarters of an hour.

Hon. M. F- COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division, and Mr. SPEAKER
adjourned the House accordingly.

8.10 p.m.

ESTIMATES RESUMED

On Resumption:

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment the House
was in Committee of Supply.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House
resumpd Committee of Supply Mr. SMITH being in
the Chair.

Head XXIII—(2)—General Hospital

Head XXIII —(2— General Hospital — was
called. ‘

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: In connection with
this Sub-Head I should like to say that as a result of
the Fever Block at the General Hospital being fin-
ished, it is necessary at this stage to make provision
for an increase of staff. The additional staff required
will be: 1 Clerk, 1 Assistant Dispenser, 15 Student
Nurses, 1 Assistant Seamstress, 1 Kitchen Maid
1 Washer and 1 Serubber. As regards Item 23
“(lerks’’ there is to be an Additiona)l Clerk, $600;
Item 27 one Assistant Dispenser $1,344; Item 38 A
(New) Student Nurses, they are in classes AT
“B’’, “C”’, and ““D”’, and we are asking! for 15 Class
“D” Nurses at a cost of $4,680; Item 40 Living-
out Allowances to Nurses we are asking for an addi-
tional $24,544: Item 41 Ration Allowance to Nurses
and Wardens, $12,657; Item 60 Assistant Seam-
siresses $528, Ttem 71 Kitchen Maids, $360: Ttem 74
Washers $360: Item 75 Scrubbers, $3QO and Item
84 Cost of Living Allowance $52,063, making a total
of $13,517. Mr, Chairman, I am asking leave to make
these amendments under this Head ‘‘General Hos-
pital.”’

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Is the honourable mem-
ber really serious in coming here in this manner?
I thought he was reading something for the benefit
of the honourable junior member for the City; but
you cannot expect honourable members to come into
this Chamber and do business like this. How could
the honourable Minister expect to come here and
deal with these amendments in this manner? I want
something: put before me that I can read. This is
Sub-Head (2) of this Head XXIII with which we are
dealing ; we have other Sub-Heads to deal with and I

think the Hon. Minister should go on with the other
Sub-Heads and give honourable members an oppor-
tunity to go through these figugts. I want to know
what is being passed. After all we have just made
provision for another secretary and honourable mem-
bers should not be treated in this manner. I repeat
that there are other Sub-Heads with which the Hon.
Minister can deal.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: If the honourable
member is insisting on that I would ask leave to
postpone the consideration of this Sub-Head.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon. Minaster to postpone the consq,demtwn of this
Sub-Head.

Head XXIII—(3) Mental Hospital

Head XXIII—(3) Mental Hospital—was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS': 1 heg to move that
the sum of $281,611 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. TUDOR: 1 have to ask something about
the administration of the Mental Hospital; but be-
fore 1 put the question I should like to tell this Com-
mittee certain facts which have been given to me and
authenticated. It appears that the administration
of the institution is not as thorough as it should be,
particularly with respect to the food and diet served
not only to the patients but to the members of the
staff who are entitled to receive rations at the insti-
tution. The facts are that provision has not been
made or hag never been made in that institution for
a dietician and that might really be the cause of the
matter; or on the other hand it might mean that
investigation into these matters is not as thorough

!'as it should be, and as a result a lot of suffering and

frustration is caused. Here is the diet of pauper
petients at the Mental Hospital; I may say before
hand that broadly speaking four meals are served
to the inmates of the Mental Hospital; there are two
middle meals and two at the end so to speak. A
niorining tea and an evening fea.

$.10 pm.

Evening tea is really a misnomer as it is not
really tea at all, but is ginger tea served without
nilk. Every Sunday morning the breakfast is bis-
cuits and pilechards, when pilchards are available.
If they are not available it is salt fish. On Sun-
day evening it is split peas and rice and salt
fish. On Monday mornings breakfast is plain hece
and salt fish. On Monday evening there is a varia-
tion, in that soup is served; and in that soup there
are potatoes, dumplings, and rib bones either of the
fresh or salted variety. Tuesday morning breakfast
is an eight-ounce piiece of bread baked in the present
iron stove of the Mental Hospital, half ounce of
butter and a eup of porridge. On Tuesday evening
dinner is Cou-cou, potatoes and beef. Wednesday
morning’s breakfast is biscuits and salt fish and pil-
chards again if available. Wednesday evening is
plain rice and pilchards or some other tinned fish.
Thursday morning breakfast is biscuits and salt fish;
and Thursday evening is as on Monday evening;
and that ig I have said already is soup with pota-
toes, dumplings and rib bones. On Friday morning
breakfast is the same as on Monday morning, plain
rice and salt fish; Friday evening is as on Monday
znd Thursday evenings. Saturday morning breakfast
is the same as on Tuesday morning, that is a piece
of bread, half ounce of butter and a cup of porridge.
Saturday evening is as on Tuesday evening, Cou-cou,
potatoes and beef.

You will notice Mr. Chairman, that in the range
of meals the best meal which appears to be served
in the evening is Cou-cou. The second best I think
is the soup; the third best, if there is a third best
is the bread and butter and porridge.
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Let us leave that for a moment; I will come
kack to it later. Liet me informm the House that as
far as I have been able to gather cheese has not
been serfved in that institution for seven or eight
years. I should also inform the Committee that they
get (ish, fresh fish, no more than three or possibly
four times a year.

Let me turn aside for a moment and deal with
food as it affects the staff. Now, there is in that institu-
tion a diet sheet in existence both for the patients
and for the staff. We are not concerned with the
patients’ diet sheet, because whatever it has been,
there is from the information I have given the Com-
mittee a very wide divergence from it. The printed
menu for the staff insists that they should be given
chicken, fresh meat, green vegetables and fruits in
addition to foods such as rice potatoes and yams.
Now, the staff is given the following: Monday morn-
ings it is tea and four biseuits to each man;
then for breakfast there is plain rice, tinned salmon,
tea and bread. Dinner there is soup, with of course
potatoes and dumplings and again tea and bread.
1 should say that it appears that at each meal the
staff is given tea and bread. On Tuesday for break-

fast they are given bread and sardines; dinner’

there is rice and beef or some sort of meat but
normally it is beef. On Wednesday (I know that the
honourable junior member for St. Peter will cock
an ear here) breakfast is sop biscuits or Cou-cou
served either with salt fish or tinned salmon. For
dinner there is rice and peas and beef, and pork when
available. On Thursday breakfast is Bakes or fish-
cakes. On Thursday evening there is peas and rice
and beef, On Friday for breakfast there is rice and
salt fish; and dinner on Friday is as on Monday
evenings in which case it is soup with potatoes and
dumplings.

Mr. LEWIS: Can we postpone this Head and
get this Menu?

Mr. TUDOR: I am reading almost from memory.
{Laughter] Saturday is as Tuesday, that is, bread
and sardines with a cup of porridge; and the evening
meal is of course rice and beef. Sunday is as Wednes-
day, that is sop biscuits or Cou-cou with salt fish
tinned salmon. Dinner is rice and beef.

I should say Mr. Chairman, that this diet on which
the staff exists is almost the same diet as that given
to the paying patients except as regards the taste.
The paying patients have (it appears) a better cook
and they enjoy their meals with greater relish. There
is a disadvantage under which the staff labours even
in eating. It appears that there is a shortage of eat-
ing utensils in that institution; I do not think that
it is quite as bad as at St. Andrew’s Almshouse; but
frequently some members of the staff have to wait
until others are finished and there are frequent delays
in serving meals. Dut to the faet that persons have
to wait until utensils are actually washed, in many
cases meals like Cou-cou are insipid and unpalatable.
I am coming back now to the patients.

9.20 p.m.

They are as you know nearly 800 patients there,
the majority of them being paupers. From the in-
formation which has been given me, it appears that
the patients themselves suffer not only from lack of
food but also from the lack of clothing. T am also
informed that the clothing is taken off the patients
every morning at 6.30 a.m. when they go to bathe
and thev are required to take the soiled omes into
the laundry. In case there is a. shortage of clothing
the patients are required to wait around nude until
they can get elothing from the laundry. There is a
case in which a new ward was established within the
last two years, and it was not properly equipped
with clothing; and half of the needs in one ward

was taken over to that ward. You can well see the
ludicrous situations in which there were two wards
each having one-half of the nightshirts, pillow-cases
and blankets.

You also have another matter. It appears that
patients at that imstitution suffer a great hardship
in getting cool water to drink. Only the first twenty
or thirty can get a glass of iced water after they
finished their meals. After that, the can of iced
water is exhausted and no more is made available.

I will also draw to the attention of the Hon.
Minister of Social Services that this institution has
a farm attached to it and I notice from this year’s
Estimates that $24,000 will be spent on this farm.
1 have ascertained from my investigations that there
are roughly 32 acres of farm land, and the average
yield is anything between 300 and 360 pints of milk
daily from the whole herd. So far as I have been able
to ascertain, milk is not as a rule given to the patients
with the evening tea.

I wonder whether the Hon. Minister will tell us
why the usual tea is not given; that is, they do not
give tea, coffee or cocoa; they give ginger tea. I
wonder whether the ingredients of that tea has any-
thing different from the other beverages.

Let us go back Mr. Chairman, to this question
of the food and diet. We spend something like
$144,000 on provisioms. That is a lot of money and
it is only for provisions: and I take it that that has
nothing to do with what the farm produces, such
as milk, green vegetables and the like. I am told that
even the commodity of coconut water is a very diffi-
cult thing to get there evem when it is ordered for a
patient; because for some reason or another although
there are plenty trees bearing eoconuts, they do not
reach out of the ground before they are used for

drinking purposes. I think the Hon. Minister will

do well to investigate the whole question as regards
the farm in order to discover where the milk goes.
I have been reliably informed that often when milk
is ordered for patients it is not given them, and
simply because it is not there; and after some protest
you may get some in a very higgily-piggily manner
If you have an institution with more than 800 peo-
ple to feed, $144,000 worth of provisions annually
cannot be taken as really an enormous sum. It works
out at 47¢. per head of the population at the institu-
tion. In a case like that, obviously you should not
have the feeling that these patients at the Mental
Hospital are getting the best treatment because you
are putting that amount in the Estimates for provi-
sions. Liet me say that you are working a serious
kardship not to say an extreme cruelty on those
memtal patients who are not in a position to protest.
It may be said that in a Mental Hospital you do not
need a diet of a high standard; I do not know; but
it does seem to me almost impossible for any person
to get well at that institution when the diet given
is not conducive to the maintenance of good health.
L think the diet at that institution is something
which will have to he looked into very earefully.

I notfice in the Estimates that you propose to
spend $10,000 on clothing and bedding. Though that
sum seewms to me an enormous amount, yvet it may
ot be 100 much. I am willing to concede that there
may be some patients who owing to their state of
health, cannot be trusted with bedding and ber!
clothes; but I do not remember ever hearing it said
that any patient at our Mental Asylum committed
suicide. I do not think they have any proportion of
suicidal cases there; therefore the majority of patients
in our Mental Hospital can appreciate bed clothes
and bed linen. Tf that is the case, one hopes that
this amount of $10,000 which is allocated for bedding
and clothing will be spent and will stave off what
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must be a terrific hardship on those patients, that is,
to be walking about or waiting about wnude while
clothes are being laundered.

I have said enough so far as patients are con-
cerned, I will now draw the attention of this Com-
mittee to the -staff and some of their complaints.
First of all, the impression omne gets is that the
administration at that hospital is one of bad feeling
and which causes frustration. I am not in a position
to state how many times, but I know that there are
many occasions on which I have told this House of
incidents among the people at that institution. That
shows that this institution must have been run badly
in such incidents'as I have brought to the notice of

the House have occurred there. One of the com--

plaints of which members of the staff complained,
is that in diseiplinary matters when they are taken
up to the Medical Superintendent, instead of that
officer hearing the charge against the person stated
in the presence of the person charged as is the
modern, decent and democratic procedure, they meet
on the contrary a sort of fait accompli; that is when
they reach the Medical Superintendent after the
charge has been laid, they are not allowed to say
anything on their behalf. In short, they are told then
what is going to be the outcome of the matter with-
out the person charged given the opportunity of say-
ing anything on his own behalf,
9.30 p.m.

(learly, Sir, that is of course the very last possi-

_ble way in which you should administer an institu-

tion; that is one of the grievances on the personal
side. One of the other grievances is that they do mot
have enough tunics in order to make them appear
clean and tidy as they are required to do. It appears
that they are given three or four tunics a year, one
is a khaki tunic and the other a white tunic; and I
understand that whenever they are required to take
patients to the wards for treatment they are re-
quired to put on white tunics and when they are
required to appear on the streets on duty, they are
also required to appear in white. The nature of the
work at the Hospital is such that by turning about

by patients, the white does not prove as serviceable.

as it is usuvally; they are therefore concerned over
the faet that no laundry allowance is allowed them
as in the past. Apparently the matter was taken up
by the Whitley Council and that body advised them
to drop it; I am told that when they wrote in (they
wrote in November) querying the delay, they were
told that the Whitley Couneil had informed them not
to press the matter.

The other ground of camplaint is this: whenever
they are given time off for personal business, it is
extracted from them by a sort of inroad into their
off-duty time. I do not think there is too great a
sense of grievance in this matter, but it appears to
them to be a little unfair; however while they do not
resent the back period time, they do resent the fav-
ouritism which seems to go -with it in that some
peqple are asked to pay back the time at a stage
which is convenient for them, whereas others are
asked to pay it back at most inconvenient moments.

It may be that some of the grievances of the
staff might be remedied if more staff were added.
The Government says in one of the Notes that the
staff is established on the basis of one for every ten
patients, and under the present administration in
wards of over fifty patients. That not only leads to
overwork but to a dangerous situation..It is within the
knowledge of the Hon. Minister that one attendant
was badly mauled and cut, and the position was
saqu by one who had to rush to his aid. That sort
of incident can take place if attendants are left

singly in charge of fifty patients. Among other
things which attendants are asked to do is to super-
vise the repairs to the doctors’ car and also preside
over or carrying on what is called Occupational
Therapy treatment. This treatment seems almost
entirely to be confined to the pauper patients; appar-
ently the paying patients are not advised to do this
Occupational Therapy. At ‘the present time there
are several members of the staff at the Hospital who
have never done night duty; there are 47 or 48
patients who are under the subordinate staff and
some of them do not do any night duty. Therefore,
on fairly sound reasons, there could be the feeling
that there is partiality being shown; one feels that
he is being subjected to tyranny.

The staff also claims that while it is true that
they eat in the recreation room, they have not got a
properly organised recreation room. They pay for
the radic themselves, and they are wondering
whether newspapers and magazines could be made
available to them. That is a reasonable request.
9.40 p.m.

I am sure that the Minister would agree with me.
Obviously, he must know more about these things
than members of the House. I think that if you were
called upon to work as nurses in the Mental Hos-
pital, you will agree that the strain is so terriffic
that no reasonable comfort should be denied the
members of the staff. Therefore, if the privilege of

" reading newspapers and magazines in a recreation

room can be given, I see no reason why it should
not be given. :

Let us get back to the question of diet for the
patients. I do not feel satisfied that such a diet, even
if there are good reasons for it, is the best diet that
human beings should have; least of all sick human
beings. There is a farm at the Mental Hospital on
which milk is produced; it is true that you cannot
give each patient a pint of milk from the farm, but
T am sure that members of this House would feel
satisfied if they were told that more of the milk
actually produced on a farm was being made avail-
able to the patients. ‘

I think it is a well-known fact that a lot of the
produce of the farm of that institution does not find
its way into the meals of the patients or of the staff
but outside the institution. There is an enormous
racket going on which it will be well to investigate.
It may be that if the quality of the diet is as poor as
my information leads me to believe it is, it is per-
haps not even the fault of the Government except by
way of the lack of an investigation. But information
leads me to believe that the lack of administration
is so great that the patients must inevitably suffer.
When you reflect that patients do not receive milk
with the evening beverage it is a serious thing. When
you reflect that pauper patients get their last meal
at 5 o’clock, if the last one is not a substantial and
nourishing meal, you are asking patients to remain
between 5 o’cloek in the evening and 6 or 7 o’clock

- next morning not only hungry but completely under-

nourished which is a terrible state of affairs and
which will take some remedying.

T feel that as far as both patients and staff are
concerped it is time for an investigation into the
affairs of that institution.

Tt is our duty to see that patients who are men-
tally unbalaneed are not only well nourished but
well eared for in every respect. I have mentioned
this on the floor of the House. I do not intend to
make a political issue out of it. It has gone beyond
politics. This is a public institution aund if the diet

‘is not what it shonld be the Minister and the whole
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Government must agree that it is not so. If
the Minister says that the diet cannot be made
better and to revote more money to feed the inmates
of the Hospital, I for one would be glad to do so.
There are many people in a helpless condition rely-
ing upon you; and you cannot let them down by
haggling over a penny more that you may have to
spend on them,

Seven hundred people in an institution is a high
number. Whatever cures for mental diseases are
being administered, let it not be said that such cures
are retarded merely because the inmates cannot get
an abundant and nourishing diet.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, the hon-
ourable member has touched on so many things that
it is impossible for me to remember them all. I will
deal with the two that he began with. As regards the
question of diet, the diet sheet from which hg quoted
is an old one which existed before Ministerial Gov-
ernment; it does not exist today. Soon after Minis-
terial Government began I paid a visit to the Men-
tal Hospital. 1 was dissatisfied with the diet issued
to the non-paying patients and I asked the house-
keeper and the dietician at the Hosgital to prepare
a new diet sheet for patients. The diet sheet that I
hold in my hand gives a diet that is now served to
patients at the Mental Hospital, and which was being
served since about April or May last year.

Honourable members will remember that just
about two or three weeks ago we were asked to vote
an additional $13,000 as Supplementary Estimates
for provision for the Mental Hospital; that was as a
result of improved diet.

It is true as honourable members said that
they had not seen fresh fish, flying ﬁsh, for about
ten or fifteen years at the Mental Hospital. That was
disclosed when I investigated. But if the information
whick the honourable member received was correct
information, he would have been told that last year
during the last fiying fish season they got ﬁsh. at
least twice a week; the male patients one evening
and the female another. They had no frying pans to
cook flying fish, and a part of that $13,000 was to
supply the necessary equipment. It is not true to
say that the diet sheet from which the honourable
member quoted is the one that exists now.

I will quote now from the new diet sheet. With
early tea they got a half ounce loaf, two ounces of
milk, one ounce of sugar, one ounce of biscuits or a
whole ‘‘“tennis’’. I insisted that they should have
greens and fruit every day. They have an orange
with breakfast; that is on Sunday. One orange,
guaker oats, two ounces of milk, one and a half ounces
of sugar, one egg, three ounces of sausages, half
ounce of lettuce and three ounces of bread. For din-
ner, six ounces of meat and three ounces of rice, one
ounce of split peas or a substitute, six ounces of
sweet potatoes, three ounces of greens, potatoes or
lettuce.

Mr. TUDOR: Do I understand the Minister to
say that what he is telling us is what they are actually
getting ¢
9.50 p.m.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: They are getting it now,
and if honourable members want to visit the insti-
tution at meal time, they can do so.

The honourable senior member for St. John
talks about the inmates being given ginger tea; that
may be so; but T know they get one pint of chocolate,
1 ounee of sugar and two ounces of sweet bread for
supper on Sundays. On Mondays they get early tea
and at breakfast they get an orange, one pint of
eereal, two ounces of salmon, a leaf of lettuce and
half loaf of bread.

I do not know if honourable members want to
hear what it is for every day of the week. If honour-
able members are interested, 1 can submit a diet
sheet for them to see for themselves. As I have said,
on an occasion I visited that institution and I was
dissatisfied with the meals as I saw it, and 1 in-
structed the Matron to get in touch with Mrs. Clarke
at the General Hospital who is a qualified dietician
and as a result, this new diet sheet has been in-
troduced and implemented; therefore, it is not true
to say what has been said by the honourable senior
member for St. John about what the inmates are
getting to-day. :

The honourable senior member for St. John
also made mention of the farm. Well Sir, there
was a supplementary estimate debated sometime
ago for items under this same Head and something
of the farm was mentioned. I promised the hon-
ourable member who mentioned it to have the
information read when these estimates were debated
and it is as follows:— (I may say that this informa-
tion is up to the 1st March this year.)

(a) Areas under cultivation —

(1) fodder . 13.9 acres
(2) kitehen garden produce ... 5,
(3) other production ... e 111,

With reference (3) the acreage includes 10
acres sour grass pasture and 1.1 acres swamp lands.
One acre of this was planted in easuarinas most of
which have been cut down for firewood. There are
a few coconut trees from which about 30 dozen
coconuts are obtained anmually.

It is proposed as soon as the irrigation system

has been completed to divide the acreage as
follows :—
(1) fodder wee .12 acres
(2) kitchen garden provisions ... 4.5 ,,
(3) shallow soil for sour grass ... 8.8

(4) casuarinas .1 acre

(b) The quantity and value requested are:—
(1) 67,7983 pints milk .. $8,818.27
(2) Cost of fodder e $5,157.12
(3) 1161 1lbs. Cabbage $248.18
12297 hds Lettuce 368.91

2487 Okras 22.89
5851 lbs. Beets 157.28
13303 Ibs. Beans 246.22

414 1bs. Thyme 27.40

13 1bs. Pumpkin 1.04

2668 Limes 26.68
334 Ibs. Egg Plant 59.69
104 1bs. Squash 3.69
11262 Bananas 68.75
18963 1bs. Carrots 360.63
608 Coconuts 41.28
3553 1bs. Cucumbers 5847
89 1bs. Spinach 3.56
551 1bs. Tomatoes 24.58

1014 1bs. Cauliffower 3.28
163 lbs. Breadfruit 3.26

399 Peppers 3.32
$1,729.11 $1,729.11

(4) 44 1bs. Liver $ 16.62

4762 1bs. Pork 2,285.76

1246 1bs. Beef 598.08

56.14

. 108 lbs. Veal
$2,956.60 $2,956.60
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8 pigs sold $ 159.44
2 calves sold 60.00
111 Boar Service 13.20
Cow Offal 13.20

$ 24584  $245.84

 $18,906.94

I think these figures are commendable. They
show that the farm is self-sufficient in milk and not
only that, it ‘is intended to produce enough green
vegetables there so that we will be able to supply
other institutions.

There are other charges made by the honourable
senior member for St. Lucy. Some of them are in
connection with the administration. Let me tell the
honourable member that the staff at the Mental
Hospital are members of the Civil Service Associa-
tion and they have their delegates and their repre-
sentatives from the Whitley Council; therefore any
complaints which they want to make to Govern-
ment through their association will receive due
consideration.

10.00 pm.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I must thank the
Hon. Minister of Social Services for having given
the numbers which he presented here to-night on
the working of the Farm at the Mental Hospital;
I think I was the honourable member who raised the
question when a supplementary Estimate was being
considered. I would like to draw to the attention of
the Hon. Minister that the cost of provisions at the
Farm down there seems to have gone up considerably
aecording to the figures he has read out. The hon-
ourable member has eclaimed that ‘the Farm has
been self-supporting where milk is coneerned, but
while production 'has been speeded up the cost of
provision has increased. Last year the cost of pro-
vision was $130,000 and in these Estimates they
propose to spend $144,000 on that item. If the
institution produces many of the things which it
needs, there should be a deerease in the amount
required not an increase of the amount. Even if a
better quality food is being provided there should
not be an increase of $14,000. Whereas they used
to feed people exclusively in the past with salt fish,
now they are producing vegetables like carrots and
beets.

Mr. TUDOR: 1 am very grateful for the report
which: the Hon. Minister of Social Services gave to
this House as to the actual conditions obtaining at
the Mental Hospital. The position is as bad as I
have described it this afternoon. There is a diet
chart for the patients but they do not get what they
should get, and there is a diet sheet as to what they
do have. I did not say that they have not had fresh
fish for a number of years; I am glad to see that
provision is made to give them fish more often. I
said that no cheese has been served in that institu-
tion for a pumber of years. These people ought to
have a proper diet. I have not got the wrong diet
sheet as the Minister eclaims; I have given an
account of what meals are served nowadays. I do
not think we should be led away by what is actually
writéen; this is what the Government like to offer.
However, the Minister is too old not to know. If
you wish to know the food that is served go to the
Mential Hospital anytime between 9.00 o’clock and
9.30 o’clock in the morning and between 4.30 o’clock
and 5.00 o’clock in the afternoon; if you go there
between those hours you will see what. is happening.

As regards the Farm, honourable members will
realise that that is producing more than it has pro-
duced hitherto; but can you afford to sell so many

hundreds of pounds of vegetables? What is sold is
a surplus.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS:
eddoes produced are revalued.
10.10 p.m.

Mr. TUDOR: There is a difference between
what is sold and what is consumed in the institution.
1 must agree with the honourable senior member for
St. John; these commodities should bear some in-
fluence on the actual cost of food.

Milk itself is an expensive item in terms of money
every year. Then we come to pigs. Should pigs be
sold? I would have thought that they should be
slaughtered and either consumed immediately in
the institution, or even corned, if people still like
corned pork. I have been told, (I have not seen
this) that quite frequently when a pig is killed the
two legs, not shoulders, frequently find their way
into the Superintendent’s kitchen or office. I am
not blaming him for that; I do not think that thers
is anything particularly reprehensible about it, but
it does seem to me to be a bit awkward.

Supposing it to be true: when a pig is killed
and divided so disproportionately, that two of.its
legs can find their way to one side; there is very
little left of the rest for the inmates. Someone else
may lay cidim to a shoulder. The Head Nurse and
Head Attendant may divide between themselves the
head and belly and at the actual end of the division,
there may be enough to provide the two or three
ounces allocated to each inmate; because most of
the pig will have been divided up and eaten long
before it reaches the inmates.

I would like to say in this respect that if pigs
from that institution are going to be sold, I feel that
they should not be sold to a single person. It is
within the memory of this House that my colleague
did ask a question relative to the disposal and the
sale of animals from the Government’s Agricultural
Stations. I think the burden of his question was
that such animals should be sold at auction. I think
that that is something which the Government would
do well to remember.

Now, sir, the Hon. Minister of Social Services
and I are certainly not quarrelling; what I have
read out is what I am assured that the patients do
actually get; what he has read out is what he would
like them to get. TFish is still a doubtful problem
and so is cheese. The question of milk, to which
we have received no satisfactory answer, is still a
problem. Most of the milk seems to be going out
in ways that are somewhat mysterious. I am told
that suppose it happened that on a particular day
a cook is ill or off duty, her rations still go to her
by a sort of underground highway, (not exactly a
tunnel) but with such subtlety and skill, that had
the Germans understood it in the recent war they
would have inflicted far more damage on their
enemies. It is an underground highway through
which both the products of the farm and the food-
stuffs that are actually bought disappear. The
Government should look and see where the leak is
and close it. Unless the leak is closed, we shall be
asked to vote more and more money which we will
be willing to do as long as it is for food for the in-
mates, but without the guarantee that they are actu-
ally getting it.

It is a problem with which the House must be
concerned. I suppose that all of us look forward
to hearing that there is an improvement in the diet
at that institution. I for one, although I know that
what T have said here is based on accurate informa--
tion, have not got the sort of vanity that would
object to being proved wrong; but I know that
what I have gaid is what they actually get. Even,.
so, Mr. Chairman, suppose that the diet sheet as read’
out by the Minister of Health is what they are actual-

I said the
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ly eating, I will still say that it is not adequate
enough in either quantity or quality and therefore
there would gtill be room for improvement.

In this matter of feeding the inmates of our
public institutions we eannot afford to stint, and we
certainly cannot give the impression that we do not
care how. they eat and how they fare.

10.20 p.m.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, [ would like the
Minister of Social Services to know this. Although
I got it on second-hand information I believe it came
from a fairly reliable source : when we discussed on the
last occasion a supplementary estimate for this in-
stitution, the Minister gave us the gemeral impres-
sion that the diet had improved as far as milk and
vegetables are concerned, and I know that that
information was taken as a huge joke at that insti-
tution; they wondered where those things were. 1
have had it told me privately that it was regarded
as a joke. T really got that second-hand, but it was
good second-hand information so far as I ean say
It is difficult to say where you got these things from.
I got it on good second-hand information that the
information which the Minister gave us was re-
garded at the institution as something which appears
in the joke columns of the newspaper.

I was perturbed. I cannot question the people |

who told me because they were getting information
direct,

To say that people in an institution in Barba-
dos (800 people) can get an orange a day, that
seems to me a very tall order in Barbados. It is
also a tall order to expect that sufficient fish can be
given ; because that is seasonal unless you can get a
cold storage plant. While efforts are made to give
these patients at the Mental Hospital better diet,
I am letting the Hon. Minister of Social Services
know that there is something in what he has heard.
I know that people at the institution feel that an
effort is made on their behalf by the Hon. Minister
of Social Services, bui it is on record as I have told
you, that T have heard from very good authority
that the people there are not getting what they
should and they regard this public statement which
is based on a paper menu as a joke. I will tell
the Hon. Minister that in addition to his own efforts
there is still a Visiting Committee to that institu-
tion, although like most Committees of that sort,
the members take their duty more like something
from the point of view of social standing; and T
do not know if the members of that Committee send
their Visiting Cards to the institution to let the
people there know when they are coming. I feel
that Committee should pay surprise visits and assist
the Ministry in the proper running of this institu-
tion. If that Committee is still in existence, cer-
tainly its members should render some assistance to
keep down the criticism which is made of that in-
stitution. '

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: The honourable
member said that there was a good second hand
joke.

Mr. LEWIS: I did not say so. I said that
the information to the effect that the patients were
not getting what he said eame to me second hand,
but others have regarded it as a joke whieh can be
put in the joke column of the newspapers. They
claim it was not true; though it was his intention
that they should get the diet according to that
sheet. They were not getting it.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: 1 thought you
had got it from the Roebuck Street Auction Mart!
I invite any member of the staff who feels that any
of the inmates are not getting diet as per this list,
to communieate with me and 1 will have the matter
investigated.

Mr. ALLDER: He would be fired if he gives
that information. You know you cannot get that
information. I will suggest to the Hon. Minister
that the diet sheet be stuck up in the various cor-
ridors so that the patients can see what diet they
shounld get.

There is another point which I would like to
draw to the attention of the Hon. Minister of Soecial
Services. I have heard that animals are sold from
that institution. Now there are 800 to 900 people
at that institution and I eannot see any reason why
you should gell pigs from there. One hog a day would
be less than sufficient to serve all the patients there.
‘What is more, sometime back that farm used to
produce the best kind of animals, but I was told
that they were stripped from that farm and taken
to the Pine Livestock Station when high-salaried
officials were paid to improve the stock at the Cen-
tral Livestock Stations; they went down at the farm
of the Mental Hospital and took the best stock
away and therefore left that farm stranded. I do
not think those things should continue to go on.
If the Mental Hospital is spending $144,000 for
provisions alone per year and the Lazaretto is spend-
ing $15,500—

Mr. CHAIRMAN: T cannot allow the honour-
able member that latitude.

Mr. ALLDER: And the General Hospital
$255,000 1 consider that is a lot of money to be
spent on provision. I would suggest to Government
that the irrigation scheme which it has at the Pine
Plantation be used execlusively for the purpose of
producing provisions for use at the various institu-
tions of Government.

Hon. Dr. H G. CUMMINS: TIf the honourable
member would allow me to correct him. When the
item Provisions is set down, it does not mean only
Yams, Potatoes and things of that sort; it means
Oxo, rice, flour and all that sort of thing. We do
not produce flour or rice in Barbados.

Mr. ALLDER: I know that we do not produce
flonr or rice in Barbados; but I know that a large
percentage of the provisions used at this institution
is produced locally; and I also know that much of
the salted and fresh meat which is used at these
institutions is imported into this colony; and there
is no reason why the Pine Plantation instead of
being used for the production of sugar cane cannot
be used for the production of commodities to save
us from having to pay so much for them in the
outside market. I think it is a good idea either to
use the Pine Plantation or the Government Indus-
trial School for that purpose; because you will find
that a pound of carrots costs more than a pound of
sugar cane and it may cost less to cultivate carrots
than sugar cane.

[A VOICE: Who told you so?] I know that
a pound of cabbage head brings you more than a
pound of canes, and you produce it in a couple of
weeks. That is an idea which Government would do
well to consider. If Government is willing to give
the people at these institutions the kind of diet they
deserve, and it wants to cut down the expenditure
on provisions as we see here, Government would do
well to consider the idea which I have just put
to them,

The question that the sum of $281,611 be voted
under the Head was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Head XXIII Medical (4) Lazaretto
Head XXIIT Medical (4) Lazaretto was called.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Head
XXIIT Medical (4) Lazaretto stand part.
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Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I would
like to take this opportunity to ask the Hon. Minister
when he proposes to go back to Head XXIII Medi-
cal (2) General Hospital.
~ Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: When we finish deal-
ing with the other Sub-Heads.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: 1 would like the Hon.
Minister of Social Services to tell me how many
patients are there at the Lazaretto. I ask this ques-
tion because I think the Government should take a
serious survey of the expenses necessary to run this
institution. I feel the time has come when Govern-
ment should make a serious review of the running
of its institutions. It has been drawn to the atten-
tion of the Hon. Minister in connection with another
institution, that there was a lot of land attached
which was not under cultivation. A similar mat-
ter exists at this institution; there is a lot of waste
land there and a lot of expense in connection with
the running of the institution for only a few peo-
ple.

10.30 p.n.

The matter should be seriously viewed. I do
not think the Government should be spending too
much money having regard to the number of patients
they have there; when you take the average cost of the
patients there let him consider what it would cost to
treat a leper in any part of the world, and he will
see that it is a very high cost to treat lepers in Bar-
bados. We are a poor colony but we.can still have
this luxury all the time; the cost of treating a leper
here is too high.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: The number of
lepers is 27; and I think in another week or two four
of them will leave the institution. Then hon. member
will know that there is a basic staff in any institution
below which you cannot go, if the institution is to
be kept up. I would be glad if any hon. member
vould make a suggestion as to what we should do in
the matter of these buildings; but we are quite con-
scious of the fact that there are a lot of buildings
down there.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: It is costing us too much
to keep people there; and we have to consider this
matter in the light of reducing the cost. We are now
eonsidering the question of Federation of the British
West Indies; we are now building a police training
school which will cost this island some money and
we have to meet the cost of it. When we are sharing
something with other West Indian colonies like the

Police Training School and the Teachers Training };

Jollege, if you have a bigger colony which can take
our number of lepers we must face that as an eco-
nomic problemn. We cannot spend $2,000 per annum
for keeping people in an institution such as this; if
we can do that then we are a rick colony. Hon.
members can sce how much we are paying in this
direction ; it is the responsibility of the Government
to initiate something in this matter and it is my duty
to point out that something should be done about
it.

Mr. ALLDER: We should consider placing some
of our cases at Trinidad for instance. It would be
much better if we had the services shared in this
regard.

The question that the sum of $31,272 be voted
wunder Head XXIIT—Sub-head (4) was put and' re-
solved in the affirmative uethout division.

Head XXIII—(5) Board of Health

Head XXIII—(5) Board of Health was called.
i Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move

that the sum of $17,245 be voted under this Head.
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.
The question that the sum of $17,245 be voted
under this Head was put and resolved wn the affirma-
tive without dwision.

Head XXIII—(6) Bacteriologist and Patholegist

Head XXIII—(6)Bacteriologist and Pathologist
was called.
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that the sum of $9,150 be voted under this Head.
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.
The questiom that the sum of $9,150 be voted
under this Head was put and resolved in the af firma-
tive without division.

Head XXIII—(7) Health Centres

Head XXIII—(T7) Health, Centres was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: In connection
with this Sub-Head, I am asking leave to include two
Items. In dealing with these Health Centres special
rational allowances were included and we are asking
permission to insert them. There is Item 27 (a)
$1,188 and Item 35 (a) there is the same amount.
These Items will now read ‘‘laundry and ration al-
lowances.”’

There being no objectiom, leave was granted the
honourable member.

Hon. H. G. H. CUMMINS: T beg to move that
the sum of $33,532 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.
10.40 p.m.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if
the Minister of Social Services can tell us what pro-
gress has been made in acquiring a medical staff for
the running of the St. Michael’s Health Centre. I
know they have tried to get someone and they have
told us that they did not succeed. I would like to
know if the Minister thinks there is any chance of
getting someone soon to run this Health Centre. The
expenditure for it is put here; although it is true that
you have to put it. 'What is holding up securing the
cervices of such an officer? Is it a question of salaryt
You have an officér in St. Peter doing excellent work;
cannot a transfer be econsidered? He has done good
work in St. Peter and perhaps you could move him
up to St. Michael. T would like to hear what the Min-
ister has to say on that.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: The honourable member
has struck the nail on the head. It is a question of
staff ; especially senior staff. 'We must have a Medical
Officer of Health. The post has been advertised for
in the West Indies and no one applied. We ad-
vertised in Hingland and no one applied. It is said
that we would have to increase the salary in order
to get someone. That is the position, and as you
Inow, as soon as you increase the salary of one it
will mean that you will have to increase other sal-
aries; so we are still floating around trying to see
what we can do. We have not yet given up hope.

The question that the sum of $33,532 be voted
under Head XXIII (7) was pul and agreed to.
Head XXIII—Medical (8) Maternity Hospital

Head XXIII—Medical (8) Maternity Hospital
-—was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
1 beg to move that the sum of $33,072 be voted under
this Head. :

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to. -

o~
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Head XXIII—Medical (2) General Hospital
Recommitted

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS asked for and was granted
leave to recommit Head XXIII Medical (2) General
Hospital.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, the
figures which I read out have been supplied. Un
fortunately, there are not enough to give each mem
ber a copy; the Cyelo-styling machine has broken
down. There is nothing to add to what I have said
already. I beg to move that the sum of $792,631 be
voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that,

Mr. LEW1IS: Mr. Chairman, I am dealing with
Items 36 to 38 which have a note with a bracket. The
Notes says: ‘‘Schedule of Non-Established Offices
‘85 Nurses undergoing training. The numbers in these
grades fluetuate as training progresses. Provided
with quarters or living-out allowance, board, uni-
form, text books, and laundry allowance. Owing to
the large number of vacancies in the established posts
of Charge and Staff Nurse, additional Student Nurses
are undergoing training in Classes C & D but are
being paid from the salaries of the vacant established
posts.”” Is that right? They are shifting one to an-
other and admitting it in this Note. T do not think
that that shift can be right. You are obviously taking
money under one head and paying it out under an-
other.

I wonder if the Minister ean tell me why this
large number of vacancies exists in the posts of Charge
and Staff Nurses. Are they refusing to promote
trained nurses to these posts, or is it because they
have a few out of the island? They do not say
what number of vacancies is, but they are admit-
admitting it here. They did not have it last time What
is holding the promotion of Nurses to the posts o*
Qtaff Nurses and Charge Nurses? I think the Min-
ister should make a statement on that so that we
should know exactly what is causing this. The
nurses at the Hospital would also know the cause and
probably a public statement will help them put mat-
ters right. I understand that they are refusing to
promote nurses to these posts although they are well
fortified. If that is true it is a bad thing. .

'What is the point of training nurses and then
refusing to give them employment in the institution
and sending outside to get nurses to work as tem-
porary Staff Nurses ?  There is something wrong
with their training if they are incapable of serving
that institution and are not being given full employ-
ment in all the grades. Nurses that are trained there
go outside of Barbados and do very well. As far as
1 know they give satisfaction.

There is another matter which I want to draw
to the Minister’s attention. I have heard that a
promise was made to send someone fo.r tra.ining in
Lospital administration. If the Hospital is to be
enlarged, I think it would be a good thing to get
somieone trained so that they will be ready to take
over and render their assistance in running an en-
larged Hospital, if it is an added ability in having
had some experience abroad and some real training
in Hospital administration. What has happened
gbout that? I think I heard the Minister himself
say that they had that idea in mind.

Sinece we had the last debate about finding aec-
commoadation for medical staff, T have passed and
seen one of the houses for doctors next to the Eye
Department closed and apparently unoccupied. 1
understand that there are other quarters for another
of the medical staff that are also shut up- You expect

this doctor and his family will soon be arriving in
this island, and you plan to pay for hotel accom-
modation for him; would it not be better for the
Hospital (and cheaper for the Government) to allow
this doctor to live at this house until the house at
““Enmore’” is finished and his family arrives? I do
not know when that house was closed. It is difficult
to tell if it is occupied or not especially when the
oceupant is someone who is on duty at the Hospital,
and may be taking a rest when he is off-duty. If no
one is occupying the house, does not the Govermnent
thinK that it is a place that the Medical Officer could
oceupy ?

10.50 p.m.

I think it is but right that you should accom-
modate your staff at the Lazaretto as near as possi-
ble to their counterparts at the General Hospital
who get living out allowance and other kind of
things. I hope the Hon. Minister will make some
statement about that, and I suppose other honour-
able members will have other questions to ask- I do
rot want to ask him all at once. [ have other ques-
tions to ask but I will hold them ‘back until later.
What is the difficulty in not permitting a charge or
staff nurse the same accommodation as a nursing-
sister? [A VOICE: The matron does not want
them.] If the matron does not want them you had
better get rid of her; if you do not, you will have a
lot of dissatisfaction.

There is room for promotion there. People

want employment and you refuse to employ them.
You take some on and let them act for a long time
and pretend that they are not qualified for the posi-
tion you put them in. That will breed dissatisfac-
tion- On a previous occasion I told the Hon. Minis-
ter that a number of places for Charge and Staff
nurses were vacant; they have admitted that in the
Note. They say owing to the large number of
vacancies in the established posts of Charge and
Staff Nurse, additional Student Nurses are under-
going training in classes C and D but are being paid
for the salaries of the vacant established posts. That
means that you did not want to pay out the whole
amount, therefore you get in some other people.
These people do not even have the right to pensions
and after having been trained for between three to

five years, you are still saying that they must serve

two years probationship before they are entitled to
anything; and although you have trained those peo-
ple you are telling them that there is mo.room for
employment, and you send outside and bring in
people who make a statement like this. There is
something wrong about that because I know that
our nurses trained here go outside of Barbados and
really make a good name for themselves.

Mr. F. I» WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I must
thank the Hon. Minister for supplying the informa-
tion which he gave; it will enable honourable mem-
bers to deal more intelligently with the proposals he
had put forward. There is one thing which I would
like to ask him on this Note: you are agreeing to a
Civil Establishment Order without producing it,
and T really do not like this new method by Govern-
ment of dealing with this Order. The original idea
that sprung from old bills of the Civil Establishment.
Order was, the House should give approval to
these Orders before you include them in the Estim-
ates. In other words, you should only put in the
Estimates what you have approved in principle; but
row you are proposing to change that principle by
inserting in the Estimate somethine which has not
been approved of by a Civil Establishment Order.

Sir, if we did not have this Note before us what
could be the position? T would not know if you are
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having one officer to every forty beds at the fever

block. 1 may say this information has been given us
only just now by the Hon. Minister; it is not in the
Note. You can therefore clearly see the purpose of
s Civil Establishment Order. I would like to ask
the Hon. Minister if this proposal means that you
should have an officer for every forty beds. 1 would
like to know if every time you increase the Hospital’s
accommodation by forty beds you increase the staff.
I am not objecting to this; but I want to get it clear
in my mind if this additional staff for the Hospital
is proposed because of increased accommodation or is
on the ratio of forty beds. I feel it would be a very
unsatisfactory and unscientific way of domg things
if every time you increase the Hospital’s accommo-
dation you have to increase the staff automatically.

With regard to the point raised by the honour-
able junior “member for the City with respect to
student nurses filling places of Charge and Statf
Nurses, I think that it is a point which should be
considered. My view is that it is in the best interests
of the community to have Student Nurses being
absorbed in the Hospital. Finally I would ask the
Hon. Minister if he can give me any information
today as to what proposals (if any are made) with
respect to people visiting relatives and friends in
the General Wards of the Genmeral Hospital. The
Hon. Minister would remember that recently I com-
mented on the very unsatisfactory system for visit.
ing which prevails at present; and I asked that
people who visit their families and friends who are
in the General Wards should be given better accom-
modation. T would like to know what progress has
been made in that respect.

Mr. BRYAN: There is one bit of information
which T would like from the Hon. Minister of Social
Services. If the information is not at his disposal
I would like to be given the assurance that he will
look into the question. The Item is 41: Ration
Allowanece to Nurses and Wardens and also Item 53
Ration Allowance to Assistant to Radiologist. I
would like to question the omission of Ration Al-
lowance for the Orderlies, Seamstresses and Washers
at the General Hospital. It does seem peculiar to
me that people at the Mental Hospital and the Lazar-
ctto are supplied with ration allowance and that
people holding similar posts at the General Hospital
are denied similar treatment. T would refer the Hon.
Minister to paragraphs 41 and 43 of the Dos Santos
Report which deal with Ration Allowance. We find
in that Report that it is specifically mentioned that
requests for rations or allowance in lieu thereof
kave been received from the Orderlies, Seamstresses
and Washers of the General Hospital who claimed
that they should he treated in the same manmner as
their counterparts at the Mental Hospital. This is
Sir BErrol Dos Santos’ reply; ‘I sapport the 1eqne§ts
on (1) and (2) i.e. requests ‘mentioned above as simi-
lar employees ave fed at the hospitals in Trinidad.
11.00 p.m.

I would like to know what is the hold up; what
has caused this delay, from 1952 until now, in imple-
menting the recommendations as have been made in
conniection with same.

Mr. TUDOR: 1 really wanted to ask the Hon.
Minister of Social Services this question: I want to
know if the Government habitually employs officers
who are medically unfit-

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I would like
the honourable member to be g little more specific.

Mr. TUDOR: Some time ago this House was
very much concerned about being asked to provide
money to build bungalows for the medical staff. One

of these bungalows was supposed to be a four-bed-

room building and when pressed about this, the hon-
ourable member said that he could not find it possi-
ble to tel]l the House ———

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS:
those words-

Mr. TUDOR: F'rom what the Minister of
Social Services said, the reason could not be given
on the floor of this Ilouse. The Lonourable senior
member for the City was so affected by it that he
changed his attitude and did not press the question,

Hon, Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I am appealing
te the honourable member and other honourable
members in respect of this matter., We have in the
person of the present Medical Superintendent of the
General Hospital an able and qualified man, a man
who is energetic and who is willing to assist us in
reviewing everythmg that is wrong at the Hospltal
Already he has given us unqualified co-operation in
this respect; and we are asking honourable members
to cease making remarks which would irritate this
officer. I think the honourable senior member for
St. John on the question of the building of the house
made some remarks which to this officer and to me
as  well were somewhat offensive. It is not so
easy to get staff as people may think; they are not
around the corner just waiting to come to Barbados.
This officer is a man who has a high reputation and
we would like to keep him; I am therefore asking
honourable members to desist from making remarks
which tend to be offensive; if they want to see the
Hospital as it should be. I am appealing to them
to desist from making such remarks.

Mr. TUDOR: Lest it be said that the honour-
able member is not willing to assist in the appeal
made by the Hon. Minister of Social Services, if 1
understand the Hon. Minister correetly, anvthlnf'
which is said about a certain person who is emplox ed
by this Government, because he is a temperamental
individual and because he does not like criticism
coming from this House

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I did not say
that; 1 said that remarks are very often offensive.

Mr. TUDOR: T think I will set the Minister’s
mind at rest; I can be forceful without being offen-
sive. I am a sufficiently responsible person to say
what T have to say, bearing in mind any appLaI
which the Hon. Minister has made. All I was trying
to ascertain was what the Hon. Minister knows about
this particalar case; because he feels that this par-
ticular case comes under a general policy. I do not
want to make anybody feel uncomfortable, but we
would like to know whether this case respresents one
aspect of the Government’s policy.

Hon. Dr, H. G. H. CUMMINS: T thought I had
made it quite clear on that occasion that it is mot
the general policy of the Government to build houses
of that type.

Mr. BRANCKER: I should just like to say we
have Medical Officers attending the General Hospital
and when one is in the Casuvalty, it seems as if there
is some arrangement with the nurse that she must
not call the doctor. If a Medical Officer is on duty
in the Casualty he should be there, and people should
not have to put up with a nurse when a Medical
Officer is paid to be on duty. One has to use very
strong words so as to get a doctor to treat the average
patient. In some cases people want to see a doctor
and they will not be satisfied with the presence of the
nurse. 1 think the Hon. Minister should let the doc.
tors know that if they are on duty they should be
there. The fact that they are provided with quarters
Jfocuses attention to their availability when cases are
taken to the Hospital.

I did not use

11.10 p.m.
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There must be some proper arrangements made.
I submit that if a doctor 1s in charge of the Casualty
he should be there on the spot. It is not good enough,
in my opinion, for a doctor who is on duty in the
Casualty to be having a bridge party in his quarters
or entertaining friends to cocktails and telling the
nurse not to call him unless it is a very bad case; the
doctor should be there to see every patient during
the time that he is on duty. If the hours fixed are
too long that is a matter that can be re-arranged.
People who are rushed to the Casunalty are among
the poorest of Her Majesty’s subjects in this island,
and they eannot afford to go to private clinics or
attempt to rouse up any of the private Practitioners.
You know what difficulty there is today to get a pri-
vate Practitioner at night; they stop work at the
same time that the fowls go to roost.

I know that the private Practitioners will always
come to the aid of suffering humanity when that suf-
fering humanity has a good purse; and they can
always be disturbed after sun-down in those cases.
In order to deal with the type of cases that go to the
Cagualty regular attendance of a doetor on duty
should be enforced. I hope that the Hon. Minister
of Health does not believe that in these cases because
we assume that right is done, it is actually done.

Mr. BARROW : Mr. Chairman, I would ask
the Hon. Minister of Social Services whether he is
in charge of the hospital services or whether the
Steward of the Hospital is in charge. High matters
of volicy are often frustrated in the office of that
worthy gentleman, and complaints have been made
by members of the Hospital staff that they have sent
recommendations to the Hospital authorities and
those recommendations have been unduly delayed or
dealt with in a drastic manner by the Steward of
the Barbados General Hospital,

I think that the Minister must make up his mind
as to where the authority for policy primarily lies.
1 am sure that both the members of the Hospital staff
and the public will be glad to know the results of the
battle which goes on between the Medical Directors
at the Hospital (and which must be going on with the
Minister of Social Services if he is doing his work
properly) and the gentleman whose name I have not
called but whose office I have designated.

I understand that on one ocecasion when the
House voted money for certain purposes at the Hos-
pital, and preparations were made to install tele-
phone points in the various wards, the Steward said
that if you had telephones in those places the nurses
woulq telephone their friends. If the Minister doubts
me, he can check up and find out that it is right. If
the House votes money for a particular purpose it
means that we have confidence in the Director of
Public Works and the Minister of Social Services as
regards the carrying out of those purposes. No officer
of the Government should arrogate to himself the role
of ehanging anything passed by this House,

_ The Minister has made reference to officers tak
. Ing umbrage at remarks made in the House. The Di.
rector of Medical Services can take umbrage and the
Steward can leave Barbados, and this will be a hap-
pier place. I remember that Mr. Foster, the Organi-
zation and Methody Officer in the Scottish Depart-
ment of the Home Office, took umbrage when he was
given an allowance of $2,000 whereas in Scotland he
was only getting about $435 a month. And he took
umbrage at the fact that I pointed out that he was
drawing that salary from the’ Home Office, and we
were giving him an allowance of $2,000 to live in a
manner to which he is not accustomed and to make
him miserable for the rest of his life. The Govern-
ment thinks so little of the Report that they have
only followed one or two piece-meal recommendations
like expensive Adding Machines; but hig Report has

not even been discussed in this House. If they take
offence because someone points out that they are get-
ting an allowance which is four times their salary,
and if people like the Steward at the Hospital ecan
take it upon themselves to decide that in a modern
hospital there should not be telephones at strategic
points, let them go.

i11.20 p.m.

If the administration decides to make a major
departure in poliey, I hope they make it applicable
to West Indians who find themselves in similar situ-
ations ag the people from overseas. That is all I have
to say on this point; and the Hon. Minister of Social
Services would know exactly what I mean. We do
not really question the administration; we are ques-
tioning the appointments. It is a well known fact
throughout the West Indies that when Dr, Peat was
Director-designate for this colony it was stated that
he was socially undesirable because he was a West
Indian, and as a result the present affliction was
forced upon us. Let us be consistent in our policy;
do not have one law for the masses and another for
the British; or one for the Saxons and one for the
Angles; it must be a common law.

What I really rose to speak on was Item 41
Ration Allowance to Nurses and Wardens and Item
53, Ration Allowance to the Assistant to the Radiolo-
gist. The honourable junior member for St. Michael
pointed out that representations were made to Sir
Errol Dos Santos to the effect that persons in the

lower branch of the serviee at the General Hospital -

such as Serubbers and Orderlies did not get Ration
Allowance, while their ecounter-parts in Trinidad
and at the Mental Hogspital in. Barbados were
given it. Well, Sir Errol Dos Santos approved of it
not on the grounds that different conditions obtained
for similar officers in the employ of the Government
of Barbados, but on the grounds that dissimilar con-
ditions were given to their counterparts in the island
of Trinidad. We do not have to go as far as Trinidad,
because at the Hospital you will find that all the em-
ployees in the same salary brackets as gate-keepers
and orderlies are getting Ration Allowance. What
excuse therefore has the Hon. Minister of Social Ser-
vices for neglecting these most important workers at
the General Hospital? T know there is a feeling be-
cause they are comprised for the most part of ex-ser-
vicemen that they must be kept in their places; they
should not be pald more gratuities than other persons
in the service. I will only say that if you discrimi-
nate between employees and employees in the same
category, you are only going to foster and encourage
suspicions of that kind. I am not saying that those
suspicions have any foundation, but I am saying what
any honourable member who takes any interest in the
less fortunate of the Civil Servants would know that
they suffer from a feeling of frustration as well. I do
not see how any person could say that they should
not be given this allowance, because arising out of the
present conditions prevailing at the General Hospital
those officers have to put on ‘‘Denims’’ and act as
seavengers as well, I do not think people who have
to handle patients should do scavenging work. I hope
the Hon. Minister of Social Services will have some
satisfactory explanation to give members of this
House on that particular score.

One other matter I would like to bring to the
notice of the Committee before 1 sit. I hope that it
is no longer found necessary to discriminate between
the Sisters at the General Hospital who come from
overseas and the ones who were trained locally, and
who went overseas and have come back with similar
or better qualifications as those of the importees. At
the time of the last Estimates it was drawn to the
attention of the present Minister that there was dis-
crimination, not perhaps carried out as a deliberate
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-policy of the Director of Medical Services, but contin-

ued to be upheld by him; in that in the places for
undressing, the Nursing Sisters objected to baving
.a local Nursing Sister undressing in their eommon
room and therefore the local Nursing Sister had to
-suffer the ignominy of having to go in some part of
the place reserved for Charge Nurses to undress and
0 leave their clothes there. That is not good enough;
you must bear in mind that you got up on a public
platform and said you are going to stamp out dis-
crimination. If that is so you should stamp it out of
the Government Service first. This state of affairs
should have been known by Government members
because it was in existence for three or four years
now; up to now nothing has been done about it.
‘Within the last six months I have heard of a police
sergeant chasing doctors oui of the precinets of one
of the most important parts of the General Hospital.
How long are we going to put up with this? Are you
coming to the House to vote money for these people,
and that we cannot say anything because it may
canse them to get frightened and run away-or feel
insulted and run away? The sooner people like that
run away I am sure the happier people like us and
other men of goodwill will be. It seems to me that
members of the Government like to have these sort of
people around them because they feel they are far
removed from the rest of the population; and because
since the past conduct of the Government is one of
non-disclosure of faet, members of the public feel
that if these people were West Indian officers, they
would have the interest of the community at heart
and pass on any information or knowledge they may
get. Sir, I am only issuing a word of warning to the
Government. Members of the community should be
able to express their view both in the press and be-
fore this Committee on matters of public import, and
although I do not admire any Government officer
being the subjeet of unwarranted vilification by any
‘member of the House, members should not be given
the impression that there should be no criticism of im-
ported Civil Servants in contradistinetion to local offie-
ers. It is a sort of resolution which I am urging on
members of the (Government, they have to be very
careful how they choose their language in expressing
their decision on matters such as those raised by the
honourable junior member for St. Lucy. They may
destroy a good ease because they are helping a man
‘who has come from overseas,

11.30 p.m.

My. ALLDER: 1 have been informed by the
Hon. Minister of Social Services that some official
got annoyed because of some statements I made. 1
think the Hon. Minister of Social Services, when we
last handled the Resolution in connection with the
General Hospital, was two secretive in his presenta-
ic)ion of that Resolution. Because honourable mem-

ers
. Mr, CHAIRMAN: What Item is the honourable
member speaking on?

Mr. ALLDER: I am just trying to clear up
something which seemed to have confused the Hon.
Minister of Social Services.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : On a point of
‘Order. I do not wunderstand what the honourable
member means by saying that I was too seeretive in
presenting that Resolution. I gave the House all the
figures I possibly could in connection with the Reso-

~ Iuation; therefore where does secrecy come in?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I do not want to hear any-
thing more about that Resolution,

Mr. ALLDER : Mr. Chairman, the Hon. Minis-
ter cannot say he was not secretive because at the time
-when we discussed the Resolution

Mr. CHAIRMAN: T am not entertainung any-
thing which was done by this Committee before; the
previous Resolution has been passed.

Mr. ALLDER: If you allow the honourable
memker to make that statement Mr. Chairman, you
will also allow me to clear it up.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member did
not say what it was, but I am not entertaining any-
thing about that. ’

Mr. ALLDER: I am dealing with the $12,000
for ration allowance. That is a reasonable provision
but T do not think it compares as it should with the
ration allowance at another institution. If the Hon.
Minister of Social Services had made things clear on
a previous occasion when he made provision for an
officer of that department

Mr. CHAIRMAN: No Resolution is before us.

Mr. ALLDER: I feel that if the Hon. Minister
had made things clear, he would not have made the
statement which he is making now. Nobody expected
that the official for whom provision is being
made would have been appointed; if one knew that
he was making a statement against a definite official
he would not have been so willing to do so. That is
nnkind and very blameable as far as the Minister of
Social Services is concerned; I think he fooled this
Committee

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am appealing to the hon-
ourable member not to go back to what has already
been passed.

Mr. ALLDER: The Hon. Minister misled the
Committee

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: In what way did
I mislead the Committee?

Mr, ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, you have allowed
the Hon. Minister of Social Services to make a charge
against me.

Mr., CHAIRMAN: You cannot refer to any
Resolution which has been passed by this Committee;
if the honourable member continues to do that I will
have to call the Speaker.

Mr. ALLDER: The Hon, Minister is unkind
even to his office. e does not give faets ang you
make speeches with the idea that you are speaking in
general and not against any officer, when the hon-
ourable member knows that the officer hags been ap-
pointed already. The Hon. Minister thereby puts
honourable members in an invidious position.

Hon, Dr. H, G. H. CUMMINS: I did not mislead
the House by making believe that this officer was not
appointed when he was appointed.

Mr. ALLDER: That would leave any honour-
able member

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am asking the honourable
member not to refer to that Resolution.

11:50 p.m.

Mr. ALLDER: I must defend myself against
the charges which the honourable member has made.
I do not know when the officer was appointed.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am again appealing to the

honourable member. We are not dealing with the
appointment of the officer under this Head.
- Mr. ALLDER: I do not intend to make a speech
on this institution; I feel that sufficient is said, But
the Chair should bear with a member if a statement
is made against him. A Minister must be fair and
just in presenting the facts of a case as they arise.
Certainly Sir, it i1s only two days ago when I knew
that the office was already filled.

Mr. TUDOR: Ironically enough, I did not even
know when I asked my question that anything should
have been asked with respect to the Superintendent
at the Hospital. I aectually asked a question in rela-
tion to another case and was faced with the appeal
from the Minister of Health not to press the one
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that I had in mind. I did not even know that there
were two such cases; I thought there was only one.

" Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, there is
one point that I want made clear. The Minister said
that he would not like honourable members to do any-
thing that would prevent the administration from
being able to recruit people, and that members should
refrain from making offensive remarks. This is a
matter of opinion. I do not know that the honourable
member should ask the House to withhold anything
in the public interest because it is likely to compli-
cate a situation for certain people. If that is so, we
will cease to be parliamentarians; we will not be able
to function properly. The impression is being given
too much on the other hangd, that members of this
ITouse are to be subjected to offensive remarks from
people 1 the administration and from persons out-
gide for statements they make in this Assembly. I do
not see why it should be a matter of offence if a Min-
ister is asked for information concerning something
which comes under his portfolio.

The impression I am getting is that information
is good for some people, but when it comes to mem-
bers of the House some sort of Gestapo organization
must be put into foree; and beeause yvou have these
vulgar remarks made about members of the Chamber,
it is felt that it is not a body worthy of the knowl-
edge which the administration has. I do not want
the Minister to get the idea that members do not have
the inalienable right to discuss something in Parlia-
ment which may be delicate information concerning
the conduct of servants of the Government.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS : Certainly members of
this House have the inalienable right to say what they
feel like saying; thev also have a responsibility to the
community to see that public institutions are run by
capable and competent persons. In order that such
institutions may be so properly run, members of the
House should refrain from offensive remarks which
may be a little harsh about situations which, to use
the word of the honourable junior member for St.
Peter, may be ‘‘delicate’”., Personal and private
matters are things which, in my opinion, should not
be publicly debated.

As regards the question of QOrderlies, they were
reported on in the Dos Santos Report. The Dos San-
tos Report, like any Report which concerns the Civil
Service, was reviewed and commented on by the
‘Whitley Counecil which is the executive body of the
Civil Serviece Association; and the Government has
by and large agreed to the recommendations of the
Whitley Counecil. If these people were not so con-
sidered by Government it may be because the Whit-
ley Council did not uphold the recommendations of
the Commissioner in that respect. I cannot remem-
ber everything,-but I will investigate it and present
the information to the House.

The honourable junior member for St. Luecy be-
gan by talking about the Government employing
persons who are unfit. What I want to say is that all
officers who come to this country on contract or per-
manent employment are examined, if they are eom-
ing from the U.K. they are examined by doctors ap-
pointed by the Colonial Office; and they are reported
or in that way. When the honourable member used
the word ““unfit.”” T do not kuow if he meant physical-
ly or intellectually. If he meant physically I must
point out that these officers are examined before being
appointed,

_ The honourable junior member for St. Peter
raised a point about putting these posts in the Esti-

mates before the Civil Establishment Orders comea
down.

12:00 midnight.
All that he says is correct; but it is also cor-
Zxect to say that you put them in the Estimates be-

fore you come down with the Orde® and the hon-
ourable member knows it because it has happened.
before. When you are ecoming down with the Estim-
ates you decide on certain posts and for convenience
sake, you put them in the Estimates and then the

Order follows immediately because you cannot ap--

point before the Order is executed. That is only done

for the sake of comvenience and to facilitate and to-

show a true picture of the Estimates when they are
presented to the House. The honourable meinber
knows that when you ereate a post and put it in
here that the Civil Establishment Order follows it
immediately and before an appointment is made.

The honourable junior member for St. Peter
also made reference just now and on a former ocea-
sion to the accommodation of family, relatives and
friends of patients of the General Hospital on visit-
ing days. As I have said earlier, the new Medical
Superinteadent is going into a lot of things and is
making recommgendations. That is one of the things.
which he is considering ; but he has not quite finished
with his recommendations.

The honourable senior member for St. Luey also
raised the question about doetors on duty; that is.
a perennial complaint. As 1 have said before, there.
is a new Medical Superintendent and he is putting
up a new rota of duty for doctors; and he is also
putting up suggestions for improving the accommo-
dation in the Casualty to stop the confusion and the
erowding there. We feel sure if he is allowed to
spend three years with us he will do a lot to re-organ-
ise the existing conditions at the Hospital. The Medi-
cal Superintendent spent most of hig life in a hos-
pital looking after administration and otherwise.

I think it was the honourable junior member
for the City who made reference to training in.
administration. The position with which we were
faced is that we did not know we would have got
a Medical Superintendent to take over the full
administration, and it was decided that if we did
rot get that type of doctor, we would have to divide
the administration into parfs. We would have got
a doctor so far as the professional staff ig concerned
and then a layman to do the necessary duties of
running the ground staff and looking after stores
and so on; and that is the person whom we would
send away for training. However, with the appoint-
ment of the present Medical Superintendent I think
that position has receded a bit. Perhaps, when it
comes near to the time of his expiration, it may be
good to send a layman out to be trained.

With regard to the Charge Nurses it is quite
obvious that there are vacancies though somebody
tas been put in their place; but I am not acquainted
with every detail in this matter and T will promise
the honourable member to get the necessary inform-
ation and at the next meeting of this House give it
to him.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, T would like the
Hon. Minister to pay some attention to this matter
which has beer brought to my attention. There are
housemaids whom I think are paid from the Treas-
ury that are attached to the Matron and Assistant
Matron and some or all of the Nursing Sisters, and
as I understand it, they are not entitled to all of
the ordinary facilities of the other emplovees; for
example, they are not entitled to sick leave or any
holiday. These two little things are withheld from
them and are given to others. However, I must say
that T might be mistakened; but T would like a
little information about it.

Mr. BARROW: I would like the Hon. Minis-
ted of Social Services to answer a question about
the Steward at the General Hospital because 1 think
it is a very serious matter. I do not want him to make
any admission on his part that the Steward over-




MARCH 8, 1955 719

—

rules everybody. I have been made to understand
that the Steward of the Hospital can over-rule any-

‘body apparently including the Hon. Ministert of
.Socia} . Services himself.- I understand that ag soon

as the Hon. Minister of Social Services goes out of

- “the General Hospital you will find a different policy

carried out. I do not think the Hon. Minister should
be contented with that kind of thing. It is a fact

‘that I have heard reports of the actions of this

Steward from several people.

Another thing which I would like the Hon. Min-
ister to answer is about the discrimination between
the overseas Nursing Sisters and those who are local.
I would like to know whether the overseas Nursing
Sisteds object to the local Sisters and as a rvesult
they' do not share comumon facilities. If that is so,
it is a disgraceful state of affairs. Finally I would
like to know whether the Hon. Minister stated as
a faet that the Whitley Council refused to put up
the recommendation of ration allowance for the
orderlies.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: 1 do not know; I have
net inquired. I cannot say anything on that off hand.
12.10 a.m.

Mr. BARROW: T would really like to know
the truth in this thing. Has the Whitley Couaeil
rcfused to put up the recommendation? There ean
be only two positions, if the Whitley Council refused
to put it up then the Civil Servants will know how
the Whitley Council behaves, and if they did put it
vp, then an explanation must come from tthe Gov-
ernment. Despite all of that, the Whitley Council
can only make recommendations.

You got Sir Errol Dos Santos to come out here
and make recommendations; then there is Dr. Hal-
linan’s report; and on top of that you are even pay-
ing allowances to »similar employees in other
departments; how is it Mr. Chairman, that you have
allowed the Whitley Council to whittle down the
rights of Government employees rather than to give
them better conditions? That shows a paradoxical
situation. The very board which is to safeguard the
rights of Government employees, you find flying in
the face of the Dosg Santos report and stultifying the
effects of the recommendations in that report.

Even if they did so I would say that it is the

duty of the Minister of Social Services when reports.

come before them, to call attention to the fact that
they had either purposely or negligently put for-
ward proposals for ration allowance for the Order-
lies at the General Hospital. I think the honourable
junior member for St. Michael has asked questions
on this matter and I suppose when these questions
are answered we will get a full explanation. That
question, has been more or less partly answered; and
I would like the Hon. Minister of Social Services to
explain about the Sisters at the General Hospital.
The public will shortly be looking forward to some
statement as to this matter.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Can the hon-
ourable member give me one or two instances?

Mr. LEWIS: The Government had the Dos
Santog Report, and I know the excuse is that it was
riot recommended by the Government; but the Gov-
ernment had the Dos Santos Report.

The question that the sum of $792,631 be wvoted
under| this Head was put and resolved in the affirm-
ative without division.

Mr. GODDARD: At this stage Mr. Chairman,
I beg to move that you do now report progress and
ask for leave for the Committee to sit again.

Mr. TUDOR: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Apparently that motion is not
acceptable from some remarks I heard friom the other
side. This House has been sitting for 12 hours and

we have had our employees working consistently for
that time; the Reporters and the Clerks are entitled
tc some consideration. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS:And
visitors.] If we are talking about visitor§ we may
bhave to clear them out. I think that the honourable
junior member for Christ Church has made a very
reasonable request. [A MEMBER: The Premier
went out and had refreshment.] [ANOTHER MEM-
BER: And a sleep too!] I do not suppose honourk
able members would refuse to come again. The Hon.
Premier iy going away on a certain occasion and
the administration has to get through with its work;
but do not let us hurry through the Estimates every
year in order to suit somebody. I am willing at all
times to be indulgent but this is nothing to have a
marathon about. What justification has the honour-
able member got for not acceding to this request?

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I do not mind the atti-
tude of certain people; T am asking how long does
the Premier propose to go on. As far as T am con-
cerned I can sit up longer than any of them; they
can go to sleep again; what T want to know is: how
long do you propose to go on? {A MEMBER: A lit-
tic longer.] A little longer may be 2 o’clock and
honourable members have to work. I saw an honour-
able member driving about in a shirt and pants
when I was in my office; but I do not walk around
and criticise people. What T really want to know is
how long does the Premier propose to go on; let us
know at what Head you are stopping. We are not
of the type whom you can accuse of coming in here
and not knowing what we are talking about. I re-
peat I would like to know what the intention of tha
Hon. Leader of the House is. This is nothing to be
smart about; we have been in here for 12 hours.
12.20 a.m.

Mr. BARROW : T would like to get this position
clear. The Estimates, year after year, are introduced
at a time—[Asides] I will deal with the honourable
member for St. Thomas in a minute.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member will
confine himself to the motion.

Mr. BARROW: I am speaking on the motion
and on anything arising therefrom. I know, Mr.
Chairman, that you will never do anything to try
to stifle debate. The Estimates are introduced at a
time when they have to be stampeded through; any-
thing that comes thereafter is in the nature of Supple-
mentary Estimates. For some reason or another
debate on a second reading of these Hstimates was
curtailed. Most of the members of the House did not
have an opportunity of making second reading speech-
es. I think we should get the position clear once
and for all,

The honourable senior member for St. Joseph
says that it will be a great tragedy for Barbados if
he does not get to Trinidad in time. Let him go and
perform his wonders in Trinidad ; I am not concerned
about that.

Are we to tell the public of Barbados that since
the inception of Ministerial Status the presence of
the Minister of Finance who has not taken part in
this discussion at all, is necessary ?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member will
stick to the question.

Mr. BARROW : The Ministers are paid by the
taxpayers of Barbados to work. 1f they stay here 24
hours a day they will still not be working for their
salaries properly. Other members of this House are
not working for the Government. We have a responsi-
bility to the community, but we also have a responsi-
bility to ourselves and our families. We have to devote
exactly the same amount of time to the preparation
for the discussion of the Estimates as any Minister.
Whereas a Minister needs only deal with his depart-
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ment, we have in the short time at our disposal, to
go through every Item and pick out the matters wnien
we think are of importance. We do not get any addi-
tional remuneration for that. We have been in here
exactly 124 hours without any recess other than the
normal adjournment for tea, lunch and dinner.

The Hon. Minister of Finance has told the House
that it will be a big tragedy if he does nct get to
Trinidad in time. He has made a so-called Budget
Speech, which he said at one time was not a Budget
Speech and which he said at another time was one.
If the honourable senior member for St. Michael
would stop putting ideas in other people’s heads,
1 think things would be better. I think it is high time
that the proper authorities know that parliamentary
democracy in Barbados has come to a sorry state. We
do not have to deal with a Gestapo, but with an Ogpu.
Nothing would please them better than if every mem-
ber of the House were to leave now with the excep-
tion of the Ministers and their sychophantic followers.
The Estimates would be passed with unanimity;
and they would be able to say to the Colonial Office,
““The people of Barbados are so much behind wus
that there is not even discussion on the Hstimates;
because our views are acceptable even to the reac-
tionary sugar barons, the planter set ete.”

I would be lacking in my public duty if I did

not draw that to the attention of the people who say’

that theyv have the interest of the colony at heart.
What vou find going on in the eolony today is that
the ignorance of the people as to the proper working
of parliamentary democracy is exploited by the
people who know that the proper authorities do not
completely understand what is taking place in this
colony today. We are getting a lot of things which
would be more in keeping with countries whose
practices wz are supposed to abhor. I certainly will
support the motion that we adjourn for another day.

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The question is that I do now
report progress and ask for leave to sit again. Hon.
members in favour wiil please say ‘“ Aye’’ and those
against will please say ‘“No.”” 1 think the ‘‘Ayes’’
have it.

On a division being called for, the question was
put and resolved in the negative, the Committee divid-
g as follows:—

AYES: Mr. E. W. BARROW, Mr. A. E. 8.
LEWIS, Mr. J. C. TUDOR, Mr. O. T. ALLDER
and Mr. F. C. GODDARD.—(5).

NOFES: Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Hon. Dr. H. G. H.
CUMMINS, Hon. M. E. COX, Hon. C. E. TALJM A,
Hon. R. G. MAPP, Mr. E. St. A. HOLDER, Mr.
T.0. BRYAN and Mv. F. L. WALCOTT —(8)

Mr. CHATRMAN. I now declare the ‘‘Noes’’
have it.

12.30 a.m.

Head XXIV — Barbados Regiment

Head XXIV, Barbados Regiment was called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: T beg to move that Head
XXIV stand part.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: T beg to second that.

Mr. F. L. WALCUOTT: Mr. Chairman, I would
like to ask a question with respect to Ttem 25, In-
surance of Motor Transport. Barlier teday T asked
a question on another Item but I have not received
a reply. This Government owns a lot of motor
vehicles and what T would like to know is this: does
the Government think it wise to go on each year to
pay money to insurance companies for the insuranec:
of all these things, when maybe in ten years time
all the money you put in the Estimates for these
things would be sufficiently large to build up a sub-

stantial fund from which the interest could be of use-

to replace some of the things you now purchase? Is-

it the intention of the Government to take care of
insuramce in a general way?

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I am wondering
if the Hon. Premier would stick to the promise he

made earlier in this session when he promised to see

to it that he did nol permit an increase under this

Head. I notice there is an increase of $996 on this.

Head; and at that tune the Premier said he felt ar
I felt, that inasmuch as the Barbados Regiment was.
considered to be one of the out-posts of the British
Army, he would make an approach to the Home Office
and ask them to assist in a more tangible way by
granting some of the expense for the running of
this department.

Mr. Chairman, what I am trying to point out
is, why did we really permit an inerease in the medical
expenses ? The last time I questioned it, it was $1,440;.
that was about three weeks ago when we passed an
additional $3,000 to supplement the Item, I think
that the cost of medical services to the senior staff’
of the Barbados Regiment should be reduced particu-
larly when you take into consideratiom that only a.
few of the senior officers benefit under the scheme,
{A VOICE: That is not true. Everybody benefits].

Mr. Chairman, [ was saying that we are passing’
these Estimates which will come into operaticn at
the beginning of April, next month, and I do not see

the necessity if we have already voted $1,000 by way

of a supplementary Resolution to inerease this Item.

‘We should still have here $1440 as we did last year

when we discussed the Estimates. I would like the
Hon. Minister of Social Services who I am informed
is the medical adviser to these people to tell me some.
thing about this matter.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, honourable
members will remember when we dealt with a supple-
mentary Resolution a ecouple months ago, an increase
was made with respect to bringing the salary of the
Staff Officer and Instructor up to the present Englisk
rates of pay; another increase not as regards Arms
and Ammunition, but as regards medical expenses
was made. Although the heonourable member men-
tioned the point, for ithe benefit of the Committee T
will say we have had one or two unfortunate cases
which needed medieal attention and we have insisted
that those persons must go to the General Hospital
and get the medical attention from the Government.
We are not going to allow a man to go to Dr. Bayley’s.
Hospital for medical attention where he may have
some fantastic price to pay, whereas there is free
attention at the General Hospital provided by the
Government. Whether you are the Colonel of the
Regiment or ‘the boy who sweeps the Regimental
Corridors, so long as you are on the pernament staff,
vou get free medical attenticn,

The question that the sum of $49,732 be voted
under the Head was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Head XXV — Puklic Works

Head XXV, Public Works, was called.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, before that
Head is passed, I desire to make a slight amendment
to it. T would like Item No. 4, Superintendent of
Works to be increased by $264. This has been found
necessary owing to the faet that this Officer does
similar work to that done by the Assistant Engineer ;

- he is responsible for the ccastruection of various build-

ings such as the Six Cross Roads School; and he is
now building the Police Training School at Seawel
and other works. It has been drawn to the attention
of the Government that the salary which he now

Lo
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draws is not in keeping with similar salaries paid for
similar work, and therefore it is proposed to inerease
that amount and bring it up to the incremental
seale of $3,456 per annum as in the case of the
Assistant BEngineers. "With that amendment I beg
to move that Head XXV stand part,

12.40 a.m. R R

Hon. C. E. TALMA : T beg to second that.

Mr. P. L. WALCOTT: The Hon. Minister sat
down there with all this information all the time
and he would not pass it around until we come to
deal with this Head. The argument in 1953 was
that the Government felt that they could not create
a Civil Establishment post for this type of work
because it was based on the fact that under the
Capital Works which you have to carry out, you
will need somebody to superintend these works and
therefore you use the officer you have here. You
have put his salary up to $2,880 per annum. When
you have finished with this man at this salary,
where are you going to put him? You may not be
able to retain him in your Public Service; where
would you be able to put this gentleman back in
your Service? It may be that you want a super-
intendent having regard to the amount of work
that has to be done. T should like to know if all
the cement which you are buying is going into these
buildings [Hom, M. E. COX: I do not know
about that.] You should know about that. I would
like to see the Ministers coming in here and giving
us a note so that when we come to deal with this
wmatter we weuld have seen it. As soon as you
tamper with the superintendent you will have some-
body else coming up to you, and because he is doing
a job which can be related to some other job, as
night follows day six months will not pass before
you get a request on the part of other people. Are
you going to tell them then that they hgve to wait
until you find 0il? You have changed this post anc
now vou say that you want to put it on a different
seale. 1 believe that the Government is tempted too
much to the belief that Mr. So-and-So is going to
leave unless you give him such and such a salary.
The Hon. Minister is saying that this man should
be in the category of an Assistant Engineer; the
Minister ought to know that that salary is given to
people who hold the equivalent posts of junior
engineers.

What it is proposed to do here will give rise
to many diffieulties; and therefore I do not like the
idea of putting forward this matter, because we
have not been given sufficient time to eonsider it.
I am sare that neither the Premier nor any membgr
of the Government would agree to this matter il
it were proposed to him a Thursday morning at
(Government House. We want an opportunity to
reflect on this matter; we cannot be of any proper
assistance to anybody because we cannot even ask
anybody in the community about it. We have to
ask people certain questions about these things; I
have no objection to this proposed increase at all,
but 1 would like to be able to study any increase
which is proposed. However, I would still like the
Hon. Minister to say whether he is satisfied that
the Department has been carrying out its duties in
a manner as not to cause any alarm.

12.50 a.m.

Hon. G. H ADAMS: I only want to say one
thing. What the honourable member says would
be accurate if it were a question of a new prineiple.
‘What is the position? It is as if A, B, and C ar+
doing the same work in a department and one gets
x pounds and the other two x — y pounds and you
are asked to give all three the same. In this present
case, there are three people doing similar work in
different parts of the island and the salaries are not

| fied that everything is werking well.

the same.
the same.

Of course it would be wrong not to give the
House a longer time to consider it, if it were a
question of a new prineciple. 1 would like to say
to the honourable junior member for St. Peter that
if he knows that cement is going through the shoot,
it is his duty to the community to let us know and
let us prosecute the guilty party.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The Hon. Minister has
been a lawyer all his tife, Does he thiiik that some-
one will tell you that cement is gotng through the
shoot unless the informant wants to lock up a cer-
tain individual? He knows that there are many
people who will come and say, “Mr. Adams, so and
50 is happening,’’ but when it comes to & guestion of
going to Court they will say, “leave me out of that”.

As 1 said earlier, no one has told me that any
of this cement is being lost. I asked a question in
a general way as to whether the Minister was satis-
I bhave not
got any information. I am not one of the fortunate
people who get that sort of information, because
people may think that I will call names. 1 am glad
that I do not receive that kind of information be-
eause I do not have to carry around those things on
my chest,

The Hon. Premier has talked about A, B and C
doing similar work and ali that. But if it had been
the intention of the Government in 1953 that the
Superintendent should have been upgraded as well
as the two assistants, it would have been done. What
I believe is happening is that the Premier and the
Ministers will be taken for a ride in some of these
instances. You go into a department and you find
an officer who is doing good work. You will get
Mr. Nehaul and Mr. Kellman. Mr. Nehaul is an
Assistant Engineer. You create the post of Super-
intendent, but there are certain duties that you have
to ask the officer to perform.

It was never the intention to create a Super-
intendent post equivalent to the Engineer post. and
that is why they attached to it a salary of $2,850
which may be regarded as giving the officer an
opportunity of going to $3,456. Now you have
changed it. If you now find that you need three
Assistant Engineers, it is better to say so than to
come with this. I believe what has been pressed on
the Administration is that Mr. Nebaul is a good
officer doing a good job and he is doing work the
equivalent of what these other people in his de-
partment are doing. Therefore you are asked to
give him this.

In the Civil Establishment there are long grade
clerks doing the work of senior clerks; it does not
mean that you have all senior clerks in an office.
I look upon this matter as the Government having
asked us to agrec to having another Assistant
Engineer. I do not see how in the future the
Premier will get out of what he has said..

Of course I agree that you cannot get rid of
one of these officers if your programme is for the
next five to ten yvears. 1 just raised that to show
that my argument was based on principle, and 1
said that I was sorry that the matter had not been
before me earlier. The Government will so~n see
the danger in what they are doing.

Mr. LEWIS: T am wondering if it would not
be right to give the officer some back pay if you
have now discovered that you were under-paying
him. T must say that it looks like a dangerous
principle to me, It is one that has brought the
Government in trouble already. They got a Comn-
missioner to come out to report on salaries being
paid to people at the Hospital and the next thing
that happened, was that all the Medical Officers of
the Government wanted an increase in salarv. As
far as the increase of salaries was concerned, the

All that we are saying is to give them
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then Head of the Administration said we could
afford to pay salaries equal to those being paid by
British Guiana. He himself has gone there and got
more money. He was supposed to be a financial
genius; he knew the relative values of money and
he said we could pay salaries equal to those paid in
British Guiana. He could not have meant for that
time only. When B.G. increases their salaries 1 do
not see how the Government of Barbados can get
out of increasing local salaries.

Now I do not think that the honourable junior
member for St. Peter would have asked the Minister
to be surc that everything was all right if he did
rot think it woald be a good thing to have |that
assurance, Of course the Government has adopted
the policy of taking money voted under one head
and spending it under another; so we need not be
surprised if, when you have a provision for cement
under one head of Capital Estimates and it is not
used, it is used under another Head. You have
several projects going on at one time and if you
send in a voucher under a particular Head, as lon_
as all the money is not spent, who is to tell the
purpose for which the cement is used:?

'We have a heavy programme and we give blank
votes; but I think the old system of having a Resolu-
tion authorising the spending of money on one thing
only was a useful and good one. With the new
system you cannot keep a proper check on things.
1 think it would be a good thihg if the Minister
would supervise his department to the extent of
being able to say that the shifting of things from
one Head to amother does not obtain in that de-
rartment.

. I fail to see how the Auditor General of this
colony can with all its programme and all its man-
oeuvring with the connivance of the Government
itself, shift money from one Head to another. If you
come in and say you want cement, it is either for
these buildings or this school. How can anybody tell
if the money for that Head is not used up? There-
fore you must vote for it.

1.00 a.m. :

Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Chairman,— Speaking on
Item No. 37, Police Stations, TPosts and Courts.
The Note reads as follows: ‘‘General Maintenance,
Repairs and Minor alterations. Increase due to con-
tinuation of painting and re-roofing programme.’’
But Mr. Chairman, I welcome the increase of this
vote although it is only $884, I would not mind if
it were more so that it could be used as a means of
putting an end to the practice of the washing of walls
and the painting as done by policemen at the several
stations. I consider that practice to be outside of
the duties of policemen. Sometime ago, representations
were made to the Commissioner of Police (not to the
present one) on this matter and, I think, he did put
an end to this practice for a week or two, but gradu-
2lly it has drifted back into the old state of affairs.
There are a lot of masons and carpenters who con-
gregate in Trafalgar Square on mornings, and I think
if the Public Works Department were to take over
the washing and painting of these walls, it would
be a means of hiring some of those artisans and thus
relieving some of the unemployment which exists
among them.

‘With respect to Item No. 56, Bathing Sheds for
which the sum of $500 is to be voted, I would like to
say that during the consideration of the Estimates
last year I made an appeal to the Government for
the erection of a bathing shed at Brighton for the
convenience of people in that area. You must admit,
Sir, that the bathing sheds at Graves End serve a
useful purpose and are extensively used by the peo-
ple in the immediate vicinity and even from further
afield. I have had conversations with some of the

people who live at Black Rock, St. Stephens, and Cave
Hill and other surrounding areas and I am sure they
will appreciate very much the erection of a bathing
shed at Brighton where they could wundress and
leave their clothes with some degree of safety; and
where after sea-bathing they can get a fresh water
bath.

1 am again making an appeal this year for the
erection of a bathing shed at Brighton; and I hope
that the Minister in charge of Public Works, who by
the way, also represents the parish of St. Michael,
will make a note of it and at his earliest conveni-
ence have a shed erected for the couvenience of
the people in that area.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I am speaking
on Item No. 84, Bus Shelter for which the sum of
$500 is to be voted to provide a shelter for bus pas-
sengers at the corner of Beckles and Culloden Roads.
I think the Government should really consider put-
ting some in places further in the country where
people wait for buses. If you go up by the corner of
the Pine and Upper Collymore Rock, there is always
a collection of people there waiting to catch a bus.
] have no idea of any particular spot where the
condition is worse than at another spot, but I think
it is something whieh that Department should dwell
on. T also have in mind the stop at the top of the
Garrison Hill where you see many school-children
waiting. Of course, at this time of the year when
there is sunshine it is of no hurt to anybody to
shelter where there is a shade, but it is in the rainy
season.

Hon. M. E. COX: So far as the point raised by
the honeurable junior member for St. Peter, again,
I shall like to say that as far as my knowledge goes
relative to the Department, I feel you cannot have
a department better run than that. In answer to the
question as to whether all the cement ordered goes
into the ereetion of those buildings, I will say that
I am satisfied; and I feel confident that the greatest
care and supervision is exercised in that department.

I just want to remind the honourable member
or something in connection with that particular post.
I am sure he will remember that only recently we
wanted a temporary assistant engineer and the salary
was fixed at $3,456 per annum. The person who was
appointed to this post is a chap who was here and
went down the islands to take up a similar appoint-
went. Ile has now returned. As the Hon. Premier
pointed out this man, Mr. Nehaul has been doing
similar work to that done by Mr. Wason and others,
and it would be wrong to bring in a junior and pay
him a higher salary than you are paying to a man
that you have in your employment for a few years
and no doubt doing quite a good job.

The point made by the honourable junior mem-
ber for Christ Church relative to the erection of
Bus Shelters at various points is a very good one
indeed; and T want to assure him that T will take it
up with the Director and members of the Govern-
ment in order to see what can be done. The erec-
tion of a Bathing Shed at Brighton was also sug-
gested by the honourable junior member for St.
Michael. I will also take up that point with the
Director and members of the Government in order
to see what can be done. As far as my informa-
tion goes the Police are no longer called upon
to wash and paint walls as they formerly did,
but T have been made to understand that sometime
they do take a little lime and touch a spot which may
be dirty; but the extensive work which they used to
do years ago such as washing and painting and clean-
ing, they no longer have that to do.

So far as the point made about earpenters and
masons by the same honourable member, I want to
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assure him that we have tried our best as far ag it
is humanly possible to employ as many of these
people as we can; and today we have under con-
struction some 47 schemes to say nothing about regu-
lar maintenance work, We employ an average of 2,128
people which as you know, when spread out and
multiplied by 6 or 7, would be supporting approxi-
mately 12,000 people to say nothing of those who are
indirectly employed as a result, such as those people
who cut and freight stones for the various schemes,
which runs into many thousands of dolars.

The question that the sum of $208,817 be voted
under the Head was put and resolved in the affirm-
ative without division.

Head XXVI—Pensions

Head XXVI—Pensions was called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum
of $152,001 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Chairman, I want to
know how mueh further from this Head are we going.
It is one o’clock now, I cannot remembey what the
Hon. Premier said as regards Pensions dealing with
War-Service Credits. I see nothing in these Estimates
appropriating towards that; so I want to know if he
has any further information from that which he
gave me on the last occasion. I tabled a question
with respect to the matter at the beginning of the
session, but up to now there has been no reply to it.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: We have to do some special
thing which we have not vet done at the Executive
Committee in order to get through with some of the
work on the Order Paper. We have had so much to
do, that we had to adopt the procedure Thursday
after Thursday of taking a few of the items as read
unless there is objection. We are passing Items 1, 2,
3, 4, 5, in that manner but we have not got down to
War-Serviee Credit vet.

We have not really got down to it, but it is far
from being pushed aside. The position is that every
now and then something more pressing comes up on
the Order Paper and we have not got to that yet.
1.10 a.m.

The question that the sum of $152,001 be voted
this Head was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Head XXVIII—Subsidies and Grants

Head XXVIIT—Subsidies
called.

Mr, ¥, L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, under
this Head we have to debate the whole question of
the B.W.I. Airways Subsidy and I think that we
should adjourn at this stage. The reason why I think
we sheuld adjourn at this stage is that we have to
debate these Heads “Subsidies and Grants”, “Mis-
cellancous Services” and so on.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum
of $405,324 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I thought that the Hon.
Premier would have shown his willingness to adjourn
the House at this stage so that we would be able to
come back here and deal properlv with a matter of
this sort. The Hon. Minister of Communications
bas put before this Chamber a Memorandum dealin.
with a subsidy to the B.W.I Airways. This is some-
thing which you are asking the people of Barbados
to enter an agreement on; to grant a subsidy to an
Airways Company which has been in existence for
some years. I do not think it is right that the Gov-
ernment should begin to discuss a matter like this

and Granis—was

after we have been sitting for 13 hours. It is purely
.n indiseretion of the Government ; the Hon. Minister
11 seconding the motion for this sum of money to be
voted under this Head has not attempted to explain
to the House why they are asking us to agree to give
this subsidy to the B-W.I. Airways. At one o’clock
in the morning we reach a stage in the Estimates
where we are asked to consider something which will
not be considered by other members unti]l three
weeks hence. How can anybody expect the eo-opera-
tion of an Assembly in issues like this? 1 am deal-
ing with members who will vote for something with-
cut studying all its effects. Are we agreeing to suw.
sidise this Airways Company to the tune of $10,000
annually? This House was asked to approve of the
Agreement in respect of the Shipping Service; we
were never asked to consider granting a subsidy to
British West Indian Airways. Tht first hint as to
this matter came when the Hon. Premier made an
after luncheon speech indicating that if we are not
supporting a British Company we are not playing a
fair game. This is what is at stake; we have built
an Airport at great cost; we have started to make
charges at the Airport; and what is the justification
oi saying that you are charging people for landing
at the Airport but you are taking the same money
yhich you charge them for landing at the Air-
port and giving them back by way of a subsidy.
1t is not farcical to say that out of one pocket you
make a charge and then you give it back out of the
other pocket. The B.W-1. Airways is a subsidiary
Company of the B.0.A.C. and B.0-A.C. was nation-
alised by the British Government. B.0-A.C. runs a
service in other territories and they are not given
any subsidy. The Memorandum of Agreement can-
not state the fundamental reason whether the Gov-
crnment should agree to it or not. About ten years
age a debate took place in this Assembly and then
there was a division of opinion as to whether you
should subsidise the B.W.I. Airways or not: we stood
out and we were forced to pay higher rates for our
freight- There cannot be any reason today for say-
ing that there is no individual traffic between Barba-
dos and many of the other territories served by the
B.W.ILA. If you remember the argument used by
the Hon. Premier when we were dealing with another
Item, (that there was no objection to any other air-
line landing at Seawell, that it was only a matter of
traffic.) I would ask what is the real reason for our
agreeing to this matter?

1.20 am.

My attitude therefore, Mr. Chairman, is that I am
not prepared to vote for this subsidy; and that is not
based on anv persona} feeling towards B.W.LA.
because I am not interested in that company one
way or another. As a result of my work I have to
travel from place to place, and I am forced to travel
principally hy that Airline- If we can afford to
epend $10,000 annually on a subsidy like this .
find myself unable to agree with the Premier when
he tells us that we cannot find money to spend on
sther things, some of which would not even cost as
much as this.

I do not know what is the financial position of
B.W.ILA,, but I do know that they are backed by
B.GLA.C., and they showed a better financial position
last year than they have shown for some time. The
Premier has made a statement to the effect that we
should support the idea of regionalism. Mem-
ters of this House are aware that the Premier
does not agree with a lot of regional things when it
comes to the Regional Economie Commiittee. Mem-
bers are aware that both the Premier and the Min-
ister of Liabour have been very diffident about the
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usefulness of the R.E.C., and that is a regional or-
ganisation. But the Premier and the Minister of
Labour were not, because of that difference, regarded
as being anti-federationists. But today the Premier
is making a bold statement to the effect that when
you question a matter like this you are doing some-
tuing to harm Barbados’ position as regards federa-
tion. When a matter like this is put in the Estim-
ates one can only discuss it as I am discussing it
now; because it was the Government’s intention to
have those votes passed in the House without making
an explanation as to why they cons1der it necessary
to SlleldlSe B.W.IL.A,

I go further and say that this Government is
indulging in a policy of Toryism in this case. Only
a Tory Party could with. any justification at this
time agree to subsidise a ‘private company over
which it has no control. B.0.A.C. is owned by the
British. The House of Commons debated that com-
pany on the occasion wheén the House of Commons
quarrelled because the Directors bought some Ameri-
can planes, and the Commons felt that the planes
should have been built by British companies. That
company is British in the sense that the British
Treasury has a direct control over it. Moreover in

Great Britain the Government controls the Bank. of

England and Mr. Butler can do what he has just
done, because the Labour Government nationalised
the Bank of England and they contro] the spending
power of the community. We are not in that posi-
tion.

Although we are not in that position, here we
have a Socialist Government subsidising a eapitalist
company in a line of endeavour that is unlike West
Indian shipping which we felt was a service that
would be of some use to the area. Barbados eould
have done without the services of the S8.8. West
Indian, but as a token of goodwill and as a token of
showing that we are not against helping our weaker
Lkrothers, we agreed to it. But the same thing can-
not apply to the Airways.

I do not see any reason why you should\ haxe to
subsidise this company- You subsidise a company
when competition, is such that it is necessary to sub-
sidise it. This is like subsidising a glut; you do not
subsidise fishermen when everyone can get all the fish
they want; you subsidise against shortages and
bigh prices. We do not know what is the position
today with B.W.ILA. Have they made any public
statement as to their position?

1.30 a.m-

I am going on to policy at a later stage but I am
saying now that B.W.I Airways Ltd. is a private
Company. It is a capitalistic company in the same
sense as other local capitalistic companies with a
board of Directors. I make bold to say that. Sine:
that company has been given a subsidy in these terri-
tories just as an act of good.faith to show that they
are willing to employ -coloured people, they are put-
ting one or two. coloured . people from Trinidad
in  their offices there to. work- What association
stould I have with a company which persistently
pursues a policy which shows you quite plainly that
they do not intend to take people of my pigmentation
to do work: for them other than the work of a mes-
I am saying these things because I am not
ashamed of my colour; I have nothing against any
man of a colour different from mine. 1 do not
preach race hatred, but I have a consciousness of my
own race; and I feel that no man whether he be
white, black, or yellow should ‘be - diseriminated
against. Tt is not anyone’s fault that one has a dark

eomplexion therefore when it comes to the question:

of employment, people should not be driven to see

reason and fair play; it should be a matter of normal
course. I have lived in Barbados long enough to
know the policy of that company and I know it has
not changed its policy. That company will not em-
ploy people of dark skins to do work other than
messengers and porters. Why should we then take
the public funds of this island to assist in a policy
which is the antithesis of a socialist policy? No
democratic Government should encourage it.

‘What is the financial position of the B.W.I. Air-
ways Ltd? My point, Mr. Chairman, is that I do not
feel it would be fair to ask us to give to a private com-
pany like the B.W.LLA. a subsidy. Obviously, the Gov-
ernment should have made the giving of the subsidy of
$10,000 to the B'W.LLA. an issue in itself; it should
not have been connected with-the Budget, and mem-
bers of the Government know that. In parliament you
will find that a matter of this nature should be dis-
cussed as a separate issue. I go further and say
that members of the Government knew a long time

go that they had this matter to be dealt with, but
they would not deal with it until they put it into the
Estimates. Your Estimates should reflect something
that you have agreed upon already ; it should not be
a reflection of something that you have in mind, but
has not been agreed to in prlnmple, just like this
subsidy of which the principle in itself has not been
dr-cussed. What I mean by that is this: if you have
to-push.in the salary of an officer-in.the Estimates.
just as you not long.ago increased the salary of the
Superintendent of Works. It is Just like where thc

partment, that was a ease of where the House has al-.

ready agreed on the establishment of the post of
superintendent.of Works. It is just like where the.
House has already agreed to extend the Hospital;
therefore, when you come in your Budget for other
items in connection with that, you can claim that
the principle has already been accepted. The House
has never for the last ten years discussed a subsidy
for any Airways. You come now in the Budget with
something which concerns a vital matter of principle;
something which the. Government has not yet dis-
cussed publicly to get the views of the Legislature;
that is not the way in which Budgets are presented.
If that were the way in which Budgets; were presen-
ted, the Government would come down during the
presentation of every Budget with anything in it.
That is to say if on the matter of Federation or any
other matter which the Government proposes as a
Government to deal with concerning some other
foreign power or something which they never dis-
cussed, yvou should not put it in the Budget; that is
rot the way. There is no where in these Estimates,
not even anything in italics, where you see that this
House has given a subsidy to an Airways Company.
The only subsidy which you find here on a somewhat
similar footing is the one we gave to the West Indian
Navigation Company; and if you go back to the
debates, you will see that when you gave a subsidy
to the Canadlan National Steamships this Govern-
ment would not agree to it just because Trinidad
and Jamaica had agreed to it. The giving of a sub-
sidy to B.W.I.A. should have been dealt with as a
separate matter of policy, and this: House and the
people of Barbados should have been given the op-
portunity. to deal with it separately; not in this way.
All that we have heard of this matter came from
certain after lunch speeches. These are things which
concern a matter of principle; and it is known in
any part of the world that vou do not budget in
vour Estimates to ineclude any important aspect of
policy which has to be decided by the Legislature.
Your Budget is a veflection of what you have agreed
upon; it is to provide financial provisions for what

'



MARCH 8, 1955

-

you have already agreed upon. If that were not
g0, you would not have put things in the Five Year
Plan: You came to thq Legislature before that plan
was adopted and said these are the things we propose
to do, and when you got an agreement on principle
on them you estimated for the financial position they
would refleet in your annual Budget. The granting
of a subsidy to the B.W.LA. is not a provision that
you made in your Fivd Year Plan nor is it anything
which you can say that this Legislature is likely tq
agree on. It is not something which concerns a con-
ference that you can say you put it in a conference
vote-

Now, Mr. Chairman, there is a school of thought
which says that you can push anything of a financial
provision into your annual- Estimate and then while
dealing with. it, debate the policy for that provision.
If that is your view, what more can we do? That
is like the opinion you got just now as to the right
of certain procedurial matters. However, while that
may be so, when it comes to a matter of broad
financial policy where a country is going to embark
on doing something for the first time, it is not the
practice to include that in the Budget.

140 am. - T :

- 1nn the Budget Speech I listened to hear what
were the reasons given for ‘this subsidy. This is a
very important matter; I cannot remember the Hon.
Premier’s views in those past years, but 1 know that
there was a difference of opinion between the then
honourable senior member for St. George and himself
although they belonged to the same Party as to
whether they should subsidise this Airways Com.
pany or not. That was about ten years ago; to-day
wé ‘are presented with something in this- manner
asking us to agree with it in the Estimates. I am
very sorry that all of the relevant information con-
neeted withi the reason for this subsidy has not been
given, and I will wait here until anytimie in the
morning to hear what those reasons are.

In connection with Item 20 ‘‘Intra-Regional
Shipping Service’’ it has been reported to me -that
this ship is running a new service and the members
of the erew could be a little better accommodated.
Apart fromi the question -of the accommodation
provided for the workers, there is another question
which I do not know if the Government has any-
thing to do with it; but you will find that unless
you are looking for a pleasure ship or you are a
very wealtliyy person you cannot enjoy this service
because the rates are not competitive. It is cheaper
to go from Barbados to Trinidad or anywhere in the
area other than by the ‘“West Indian’’ and that
would be a good thing for the Government to see
about.

Another Item I want to comment on is Item 50
Publication of ‘Barbados and the Confederation
Question.’ I do not know how it is done, but I am
asking this question: how do we come to know that
this document by Dr. Hamilton is such a superior
one that we have to pay for the publication of this
thesis? I understand that this thesis which is sup-
posed to have been written by somebody, is the same
which, you can find in some book written by the late
Hon. C. P. Clarke. I am doubtful about this: is
this document a worthwhile one that the Gowerr-
ment is engaging in its publication? If a man in
Barbados to-day with the spread of learning has
written a book which is regarded as being so
valuable, he does not need the Government to assist
him in its publication. T do not know what precedent
there is for this; Dr. Eric Williams has written a
book on ‘‘The Rise of Capitalism’’ which any West
Indian Government should obtain copies of to be

distributed among the population. I do not know
if a copy of that book is in our Library. If there is
one man in this territory: who is not given a fajr
chance in his own territory but who has done as
much as anybody else to foster West Indianism and
Federation, it is Dr. Eric Williams. What he as a
brilliant scholar has written has not been given
fair treatment in his native land; now that Dr.
Hamilton has written this book

Mr. CHAIRMAN: What Item is the honourable
member speaking on?

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am speaking on Item
50. Now that this gentleman has found himself in
some financial difficulties we are being asked to
vote this money. The Note to this Item says that
it is expected that this sum will be recoverable from
sales; why should the Government undertake to pay
the subsidy on a book written by this gentleman?
We are providing people with funds to go to Uni-
versities and why should we pay over $2,000 for
the publication of a treatise which has been given
for so many years? Is the Government doing this
for Dr. Hamilton because he is the Head of the
Evening Institute and is assisting the Government
in some way? i
1.50 a.m. '

Mr. Hoyos has written books and has not got the
money for them yet; he has done more for the Gov.
ernment than Mr. Hamilton has ever done. He has
written a history of the Progressive Movement. ]
do not know how men of learning regard this matter
but it seems to me very strange that the Government
should find it possible to devote funds to this. 1
would prefer to see an additional scholarship given tc
gome boy or girl. - .- . )

As regards Item 40 dealing with the Regional
rconomie¢ Committee one would expeet that in thess
matters one would hear from the Government from
t:me to time when these things are being introduced,
what is the position with regard to the R.E.C. 1
have not long ago mentioned the views of the Pre-
mier and the Minister of Liabour as regards this
Committee, and on the eve of the Premier’s depar-
ture for Trinidad I think it would be a good thing if
we could know what are the views of the Govern-
ment on the R.E.C.

Now, Mr. Chairman, I turn to Item 30. I re-
member reading in a newspaper some very fulsome
statements which the Premier made about the Sal-
vation Army. Maybe the Salvation Army are so
modest that they have not asked for any more money
than they had last year, but I see they are still get-
ting the $720.00 they always get. They do very
vseful work in this commumity. T think that the
amount devoted to the Item which I mentioned just
now could with pride and justification be given to
further the work of the Salvation Army.

. There is also Item No. 35, Indian Ground Day
Nursery. This is the first year that they have been
given a grant, and they have been given the modest
sum of $100.00. These organisations, especially in
the rural areas, are doing a great service to this com
munity and relieving the Government of some of its
worries. I think that we should give such organisa-
tions all the assistance that they should have, and 1
hope that the Government will see its way in the
future to increase the grants.

Now if you look at Item No. 41, Caribbean
Tourist Association, it will be seen that the Govern-
ment has shown a very liberal attitude towards what
is known as tourism. We heard the Premier say
that despite whatever the Government does for tour-
ism it does not mean that they will ever do anything
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to foster any aspect of diserimination. For some
years now, whenever the poorer sections of the com-
munity asked the Government for anything and got
it, T heard about the Government being subjected to
“‘pressure groups.”’ Now I have lived long enough
to see that the pressure groups from the capitalist
side have succeeded in getting the Government to do
the things they wanted done. Let us make it clear
(although some of the things are not within the im-
mediate confine and purview of the Government)
that many of these tourist organisations still con-
sider low wages and bad conditions as the preserves
cf the Tourist Industry. [A MEMBIR: What is
the Trade Union doing?] Trade Unionists are doing
their job. I have always done my job in the Trade
Union better than he eould ever do any job because
Le is fundamentally lazy ; that applies to the Minister
of Labour.

2.00 a.m.

What I do say is this: no worker in this country
has ever said that the Barbados Workecs Union does
not work on his behalf; but it must be borne in mind
that a Trade Union is not a Government; a Trade
Union eannot create conditions. Even C. D. & W.
has made it clear that it is not giving certain terri-
tories monies where the Governments do not agree
to the formation of proper trade unions; that is to
say, C.D. & W. is not prepared to give money to areas
where workers are not in a state of proper organisa-
tion. That is not the situation here. What is the
stitwation here? As I have said, where it is known
that employers in a small community with a re-
dundant population would take objections to cer-
tain people working in certain industries and would
victimise, ostracise and dismiss workers, that com-
munity needs a firm organisation to represent the
workers; and the representatives that those workers
kave in Government should also beware of any pub
lic assistance that is given to foster such industries or
organisations.

I want to make that point very clear because
some people misinterpret you. I am not suggesting
that everybody in the tourist industry is against the
formation of trade unions, but I do say that there
are some of them who make it very difficult for work-
ers in. their particular industry or organisation to be
organised in a trade union. I therefore would be
failing in my duty if I did not take this opportunity
of drawing that matter to the attention of the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Chairman, I will end on the point where
T began. I do not think that the Government should
have persisted in forcing this Head through at this
stage ; and they have only done so because they realise
that they cannot give the eommunity a full explana-
tion as to the reason why the community at this stage
should agree to subsidise the B.W.L.A. Limited. This
is robbing the representatives of the people of their
fundamental rights. If parliament had to ratify an
agreement like this, parliament should be given the
opportunity to discuss the matter by itself; not in
2 manner, like this in which the passing of the Hsti-
mates is a condition of agreeing to the matter. It is
known that the Government is going to bring down: in
the first week in April next a Supplementary Reso-
lution- for money not reflected in this Budget, but
for items which come up after this Budget has passed
and the House will be asked to agree to that Resolu-
tion, therefore, there could be no harm done to any-
one if this provision for BW.LA. Ltd., was made
the subject of that Resolution. It cannot be claimed
that this is a matter which you have been debating
already and you have now asked this Committee to
sgree to it; this is something which we are now de-

bating for the first time; something which we knew
of for the first time when it was shown in the Budget
which came down to this Assembly on the 22nd Feb-
ruary last. It is approximately two weeks since we
started to discuss the Budget. 1 am sure that the
Executive Committee and the Ministers of the
Cabinet did not agree to this issue in the manner in
which we are asked to agree to it. I would put my
head to the block if any Minister sitting there would
say that Ministers of the Cabinet agreed to this by
just looking at it and in one minute. I know they
have not done that, nor have they had a party dis-
cussion on this matter in the same way as they did
with the Electric Company as regards whether they
should put money in the Electric Company or not.
No member of the Labour Party would say that this
issue was agreed upon.

I would say that I have not made up my mind
one way or the other as to whether I should vote for
the giving of a subsidy to B.W.I.A., but I would say
that I have not been given the opportunity to do so.
Why is it that at this time we are asked to do things
in a manner that none of the members of the Gov-
ernment would have accepted it, were they not mem-
bers of the Government. If any hon. member were
to take up the Debates of this Chamber between 1934
and 1935, he would see that no Government could
push anything in the hands of the honourable senior
member for St. Joseph in this way and ask him to
accept it. The essence of parliamentary democracy
is that you must provide all membery of parliament
with the fullest opportunity and information to be
given to any decision on' a public matter.

Sir, you are also up against the fact when you
discuss anything of any person or crganisation and
it is reported to that person or organisation, they
entertain the opinion that you are against them. 2
say that not because it matters to me, but because I
remember I had the instance of debating an issue
where a public officer was involved and because I
discussed it in a way which was contrary to his view,
he withdrew from me his speech which God had given
him; he probably thinking that his action could do
me harm. If anything I say on this matter is re-
ported to anyone, it is immaterial to me what atti-
tude they may take.

I may_ say that a noticeable feature of B.W.LA.
Ltd. and s structure is that among its directors is
ia coloured man in the person of Mr. H. O. B. Wood-
ing who js a brilliant lawyer annd friend of the Hon.
Premier. I am not suggesting that friendship has
any influence on this matter, but I am the most
surprised man in this island to find that this Gov-
crnment composed as it is haw agreed to provide
the BW.LLA. Ltd. with a subsidy of $10,000 in this
year of grace 1955, when on the occasion of the
passing of the last Estimates when a certain matter
was raised, it was stated most emphetically that
unless oil was found it was impossible to do any-
thing outside of what was provided for in the Five
Year Plan. 1 am very glad to see that there is hopd
of finding oil by this provision. I am very glad to
see that the Government has found funds available
or has had some tucked away somewhere, that it
has been able to subsidise this Airways Company
and on the agreement that it is on a West Indian
basiz. I am very glad to see that Barbados finds
itself in the happy position that after consideration
of a matter not agreeable to Barbados but for the
sake of West Indian unity, it finds that it must
agree to it. However, I would not be one of those
people to agree to anything just for unity’s sake
I would not marry just for the sake of marriage.
2.10 a.m.

£
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Mr. BARROW: Like other honourable mem ‘

bers who have the interest of the community a3}
heart, I was myself surprised when the Estimates
were thrown into my handgs shortly before we began
to discuss them and I noticed that we were giving
this subsidy to British West Indian Airways. As
far as I can see, it is the first time that a direct
subsidy is being given to this Company since the
first agreement began in January, 1943. I am com-
pletely and utterly opposed to giving any subsidy
to B.W.IL.A. or any other Airways Company at this
stage. Just before we began to consider the Estimates
an agreement was placed into our hands; I sup
pose it is an Agreement drawn up by B.W.L.A, with
23 (Clauses in it. Nearly every day honourable mem-
bers have been scrutinising the Estimates and we
have not had any time to consider the subsidy which
is, I suppose, ancillary to the Agreement. No pre-
vious discussion has taken place in this House and
no warning was given either in private or in public
capacity when such an Agreement would take place.
Thege was no Agreement to subsidise B.W.L.A. last
year. The Company was operating until 1949 when
it went into voluntary liquidation and became a
subsidiary of B.0.A.C., and it was operated by
Captain Yerex who was regarded as one of the
pioneers of Civil Aviation in these parts.

Since the Government has decided to play owl,
1 will go through the Agreement Clause by Clause
in order to let the public know what we are binding
ourselves to. The Preamble to this Agreement sets
out that it is an Agreement made between the
geveral Governments and then it goes on to say
this —

““Whereas the company has been operating a
service (Hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘said
service’’) for the carriage by aircraft of mail
persons luggage and goods over the routes (Here-
inafter referred to as ‘‘the said routes’’) and with
the weekly seating capacities and weekly. frequencies
of trips each way specified in the First Schedule
hereto in pursuance of and subject to the provisions
terms and conditions of an agreement dated the
twenty-fourth day of January One thousand nine
hundred and forty four and made between the first
three named hereinabove of the Governments con-
cerned of the one part and British West Indian Air-
ways Limited a predecessor of the Company, which
went into voluntary liquidation in the year One
thousand nine thundred and forty-eight shortly
before the incorporation of the Company AND
WHEREAS it was a term of the said agreement
that the same should eommence on the first day of
April One thousand nine hundred and forty-three
and remain in force for the period of ten years
from that date so that the same expired on the
thirty-first day of March One thousand nine hundred
and fifty-three AND WHEREAS it is recognised
by the Governments concerned that it is essential
that their respective territories be connected by
regular scheduled air services and accordingly that
they should do everything within their power to
foster and encourage between their respective terri-
tories and other points within the area comprising
the West Indies, British Guiana British Honduras,
the Bahamas, Bermuda, Miami and Venezuela
(hereinafter referred to as ‘‘the said area’’) AND
WHEREAS in consideration of the concessions and
recognition hereby granted the Company under-
takes to carry on the said service and to foster and
encourage develop and extend the same consistently
with reasonable public demand or necessity there-
for, and thereby to provide regular and efficient
transportation by air appropriate to public require-
ments for all persons, luggage and goods within
the said area.”’

!

That is the first part of the Preamble and we
have often referred to these things as matters of
inducement. If we examine the Preamble itself, we
will see that it is full of false premises. It is stated,
Mr. Chairman, that this service is to be operated
through the British West Indies, British Guiana,
British Honduras, the Bahamas, Bermuda, Miami
and Venezuela, hereinafter referred to as ‘‘the said
area.”’ I would like to know if this service is to
operate between this area, whether the Bahamas,
Bermuda, Miami and Venezuela are parties to the
Agreement, or is it that these territories have more
sense than we have.

2.20 a.m.

If they are parties to- another agreement it
seems that whereas British West Indian Airways
may be contracted with them separately and con-
tracted with us separately, there would be no affinity
of contract between us and those particular terri-
tories. It is not that I amy in favour of the agree-
ment. I will show you that the whole agreement is
a bogus thing foisted on the people of this island by a
company; which does not deserve a subsidy, and!
which cannot be described as an infant industry
and the only possible method of obtaining air com-
munication between the several islands.

The agreement goes on to state, ‘‘Now this
Agreement witnesseth that it is hereby agreed by
and between the parties hereto as follows, etc.”” On
that 1 will say that I understand that the Minister
of Finance has stated that we might be wrecking
the prospect of West Indian Federation if we doj
not agree to participating in this agreement. It is
a rather peculiar procedure to me, Mr. Chairman,
that this agreement should be brought to us without
any previous discussion whatsoever as to the merits
»r demerits thereof; and that we should be told
that if we do not sign the agreement we would be
wrecking the prospects of West Indian Federation.
{ find it extremely difficult to follow the logic of an
argument like that.

Even if we aceepted an argument like that;, 1
would go back to certain statements made when in
«1942 there was a debate in this Chamber on the
subject of British West Indian Airways and it was
stated then by no less a person than the present
Minister of Finance, that B.W.ILA. were pointing a
gun at our heads. What I am going to quote from
that debate may well take 74 hours; but it will be
the only method of bringing the full facts to the
attention of the public of Barbados. Once this Head
is passed, debate will forever be stifled, and B.W.I.A.
will continue to go their own sweet way rejoicing.

I have much, to say on this matter Mr. Chair-
man, but I am aware that this is the opportunity
at this early hour of the morning for members of
the public of Barbados to become acquainted with
the full facts of this situation, and this agreement
being foisted upon us. , :

The agreement says, as I was reading just now
that this agreement witnesseth that it is hereby
agreed by and between the parties hereto as
follows :—

“1. The Company shall as from the commence-
ment of this Agreement continue to operate the
said serviece over the said routes and shall also with
ali convenient speed extend the said service to any
other points within the said area and to each of the
Islands of Saint Vincent, Dominica, Nevis, Montser-:
rat, Tortola, Anguilla and Barbuda as soon as land-
ing fields and other -aerodrome facilities of the
standards specified in the Second Schedule hereto
shall be provided in any such Island by or at the
instance of the Government concerned.

2. The Company doth hereby agree with the
Governments concerned that at all times during the
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continuance of this Agreement or of any renewal
thereof —

(a) at least sixty per centum of the issued
shares of the Company shall be held and owned by

persons of the British nationality, or by British :

Company or corporation’ (as hereinafter defined)
free from any interest lien or trust granted or
declared in favour of any foreigner or foreign cor-
poration (as hereinfater defined).

(b) at least three-fourths of the number of
Directors of the company (including the Chairman)
shall be of British mationality; and

(¢) not less than eighty per centum of the
employees of the Company shall be of British nation-
ality except by permission of the Governments con-
cerned.” ‘ ‘

I will stop at the end of Clause 2, for a while.
There is no point, Mr. Chairman, in saying that 80%
of the employees of the B-W.I.A. shall be of British
nationality if all of the employees who have any of
the important executive, administrative or flying
jobs are going to be of one particular complexion.
That is the situation today. Not only that, but I
remember well at the end of the last war that
several of our co-pilots, even Trinidadians, made
applications to B-W.I.LA. They were men with vast
pumbers of flying hours in the Transport Command
all over the world from Burma right up to the
western approaches. of Norway and Sweden and
places like that; men-who had accumulated good
gualifications and long experience in flying in all
sorts of climatic conditions. They were told by
B.W.LLA. that they were not wanted, although at
that time there was a stipulation in the agreement
between them and the Governments that at least
80% of the employees were to be of British nation-
ality.

Well, a lot of the young fellows who would
have liked to continue to make aviation their career
had to turn to engineering, architecture, and other
professions that they were lucky enough to get into
because B.W.IA, closed their doors on ecoloured
West Indian air crews. I was not one of them; I
could have gone into the European Airways if 1
wanted to. In spite of all that, we have this farcical
clause about 80% of employees of the Company
should be of British nationality. That means abso-
lutely mothing to us.

‘While T am on the subject of the employees of
B.W.I'A, I am yet to see one coloured hostess com-
ing out of a plane of BW.IA. There are one or
two coloured engineers. Where this company is
concerned the standard of manners and the stand-
ard of courtesy in dealing with members of the
publie leave a lot to be desired. Tt is not an organi-
zation which any right thinking West Indian Gov-
ernment should support. I will come to the econo-
mic reasons afterwards,

It is true to say that this eompany has pursued
a policy of deliberate diserimination in the employ-
ment of their staff. I have discussed it with the
Directors already. There is one girl from Jamaica
who will pass for ecoloured working with them now,
but she is certainly fair enough not to upset the
Barbadian social setup.

I have had an experience (and this is not one
of the reasons which I am urging upon members, or
which has caused me in any way to talk against this
subsidy) I have bad the personal experience oi
going to B.W.LA. office to ship an urgent parcel up
to Jamaica three hours before the date of closing
of freight, to be told by a B-W.I.A. employee that
members of the public are always rushing in at the
last minute, and he did not feel like taking any
parcels. That was three hours before the time of
closing; not the time that the plane was leaving or
anything like that. I asked him how much more

when they are only prepared to take parcels up to
the day before the date of the plane’s departure.

2.30 a.m.

That is the sort of thing which goes on; and
they think that they are doing people like you and
me a favour to sell you a passage at all on BW.LA.
It is West Indian in name and nothing else.

This is Clause 4:—

“During the continuance of this Agreement the
Company shall maintain and operate the said ser-
vice over the said routes at the weekly seating
capacities and weekly frequency of trips each way
specified. in the First Schedule hereto, and any ex-
tension thereof as may be provided in pursuance
of the requirements of Clause.l hereof at a minimum
frequency on one trip each way weekly.”

And it goes on to say:—

“The Company will so far as is reasonably prac-
tiecable co-ordinate its services and arrange its time-
tables so as to ensure that through bookings and
connections with any other airline operating in, to
or from the said area, may be made with as little
delay as possible.”

Clause 5 states:—

“(1) The Company shall at all times during

cient number of aireraft (registered in the territory
of any of the Governments concerned) which shall
be properly equipped and be suitable and adequate
fcr the - purpose of maintaining an efficient and
satisfactory service and of operating from airfields

ard air strips of the standards referred to in
Clause 1 hereof. The Company shall consult the
Governments or Government affected and obtain
their or its consent before substituting aireraft re-
quiring longer runways or more elaborate airfield
equipment which have to be provided at the expense
of the said Governments or Government concerned.
Nothing in this clause shall preclude the Company
from chartering aireraft not registered in the ter-
ritory of any of the Governments concerned for the
purpose of angmenting its own fleet should the
necessity arise.”

I would like to ask the Hon. Minister of Com-
munications whether B.-W.ILA. before they placed
the order for Vickers Viscount turbine air jet planes
consulted with this Government. That is some-
thing vitally affecting the facilities which we have
at the Airport and the runway. If that Company
did not have any consultations with this Govern-
ment over that, you can see how much an agreement
like that means to them. I do not like to repeat
what I said, but I warned honourable members of
this House thouzh it was in connection with T.C.A.,
that Vieckers Viscount turbine air jets would cause
Government to spend a considerable sum on Sea-
well. Now we have this provision for $523,000 for
the Seawell Airport. All this has taKen place with-
out any previous consultation with the House, I
maintain that for this particular aspect of the mat-
ter, there was no previous consunitation.

Sub-seetion (2) of Clause 5 says:—

“The Company shall also carry mail by the
quickest practicable means, and for that purpose
shall be obliged to carry such mail if necessary by
an indirect route.” ; ,

1 do not think I need comment on that again.

Clause 6 says:—

“At all times during the continuance of this
Agreement the erew employed by the Company in
any aircraft shall, save with the express permission
of the Governments concerned, be of British nation-
ality.”

There is no point in putting the stipulation in
an agreement that the erew should be of British
nationality. If the inference is that they are to be
{ of British nationality, you mean British nationality

time he needed and why they said until four o’clock { of one complexion.

the continuance of this Agreement provide a suffi- .

v
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Clause 7 is the one which I really want to deal
with a little more fully. Sub-section (1) is stated
as follows:—

“(1) During the continuance of this agreement,
the Company shall have the exclusive right and
shall also be obliged to carry all mail originating
at any point, and destined to any point, within
the said area.”

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I do not want to stop the
hon. member, but the House will have plenty of
time to discuss that.

Mr. BARROW : Mr. Chairman, has the honourable
member risen on a point or Order'? He is not going
to work anything on me; I want to make that quite
clear. The honourable member makes one undertak-
ing now and then tomorrow morning makes the direct
opposite. What is the object of pushing this agree-
ment in our handg the same day as the Estimates if
they did not want us to discuss the subsidy. If there
was no agreement for a subsidy, there would be no
agreement. You are not giving them a subsidy like
that which you can give the Daily Meal School ; do not
tr, to pull that one on me; can you give anybody a
subsidy without having an agreement? The agree-
ment itself discusses the matter of the subsidy. T
cannot remember the exact number of clauses but
this is my recollection of this matter. It has 13 closely
written pages of the agreement itself and then all
the Schedules connected with the matter. Why say
now that we will have time to diseuss the agreement.
You are saying ex post facto because you ha.ve to go
to Trinidad on Sunday that we will have time to dis-
cuss this matter. We will have time but time when
it is too late.

Clause, 7, Subsection 2 reads as follows:—

““The rates chargeable for the carriage of mail
by the Company shall be such as may from time to
time be mutually agreed between the Goverfiments
concerned and the Company or in default of agree-
ment by arbitration as hereinafter provided.’’

Mr. Chairman, I know that you are tired, but
the Hon. Premier got up just now and said that we
will have time to discuss thig agreement. I will tell
you the conditions under which this agreement came
into our possession. When we opened the Estimates
we saw that Government was asking us to provide
a subsidy of $10,000 for B.W.I.A., and if you look
at Item 23, you will see that it is proposed to make
an agreement with this Company for the payment
of a subsidy of $10,000 to B.W.I.A. Now the Hon.
Premier has the termerity to get up and say ‘‘We
will have time to discuss this agreement.”” What is
the point of our voting money for this subsidy if
we do not have to discuss the agreement along with
it. I see reading fyom the Barbados Estimates of
1955—56 from which the word ‘‘Colonial’’ has been
sc¢ clearly deleted, that it is proposed to make an
agreement for the payment of a subsidy to B.W.IL.A.
You will forgive me if I come to the conclusion that
this is a draft of the agreement which iy ghing to
be made between the various Governments and
B.W.LLA. Even that is dishonesty because the agree-
ment is not with B.W.ILA. the agreement was to
pay BW.ILA. a subsidy, not to make an agreement
with the several Governments concerned. Why did
they not include the Governments of Venezuela, Ber-
rcuda and so on? Do not come and say that we will
have plenty of time to discuss the agreement; we
will have time to diseuss it but not in the way the
Premier would like us to discuss all matters. He
would like us to hurry up and vote on it. He wants
to avoid discussion on the matter and then he will
be the first person to get up and say we are reflecting
on 3 vote of the House if we happen to say anything
on the matter at a future date. When I figst came
into this House I wag willing to think that he means

everything he says and I would be willing to sit,
but not now.

I will read Clause 11:—

‘a quarterly subsidy shall from time to time be
paid by the respective Governments concerned tu
the Company. Such subsidy shall consist in the case
of each of the Governments concerned of—

(a) a sum equivalent to the amount paid by the
Company to such Government in any quar-
ter for customs duties on aircraft, aireraft
engines and on all other articles equlpment
and materials (including spare parts)
imported into the Colony or Island and
necessary for the operation . and mainten-
ance of the service of the Company or for
servicing and repairing its equipment and
plant; customs or excise duties on aireraft
fuel and lubricating oil and other dutiable
articles purchased locally and required
solely for the aforesaid purposes; and
such further sum as is specified in the
Fourth Schedule hereto in respect of such
Governments.’’

What I am pointing out is that this agreement
does refer to the note to Item 23 which is for the
passing of this subsidy. This agreement for subsi-
dising B.W.L.A. is in the same way as the one which
was placed before this House as the result of a
Message sent down by His Excellency the Governor
in whieh a Joint Committee of the two branches of
this Legislature was appointed at the beginning of
the Session in 1942 to give a reply on it.

250 a.m.

Mr. Chairman, the present position of B.W.LA
is that this Company enjoys a monopoly in the field
of air transport in the British West Indies; to that
there cannot be any dispute. It enjoys an absolute
monopoly in the carriage of passengers within the
Caribbean area. What surprises me is that we are
back in 1942, at that time the Minister of Financ:
then thought that it was an iniquitous thing for the
Briitish West Indian Airways to be given any special
concession which would extend longer than the dura-
tion of the war and a year thereafter, and he was
very strong in his criticisms of the B.W.I.A. The
honourable member went so far as to call the argu-
ments used by the then honourable senior member
for St. George, Mr. Springer, and the then honour-
able senior member for Christ Church, Mr. Evelyn,
as puerile; and perhaps it would be of interest to
the people of Barbados if I were to quote a few pas-

(b)

-scges from this debate after giving a short history

of the first Agreement niade by the British West
Indian Airways.

On the fifth of May, Message No. 12/1942 was
sent down from His Excellency the Governor to the
Legislative Council informing the members of the
Other Place that the Government at that time had
under examination proposals for the participation
of Barbados in a scheme of development of the
Eritish West Indian Airways, and that Message sets
cut the different Clauses which are, in many ways
similar to the Clauses in the Agreement to which 1
have drawn, Mr. Chairman, to your attention. One
of the Clauses of that Message is Clause 10 which
stated this:—

““The Company shall maintain the necessary air
craft, properly eqmpped for the satisfactory per.
formance of such a service.’

T will not worry to bore you Mr. Chairman,
with all the details which can be found on pages
39 and 40 for that session of the Legislature in
1942. On the 23rd June, 1942, the President of the
Other Place presented the Report of the Joint Com.
mitte. appointed to consider the Governor’s Message

"No. 12/1942 and there is further reference to the
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same topic on page 78 where the Report of the
Seleect Committee is discussed, and it goes right
dcwn to page 83.

Now Mr. Chairman, I would like to quote a few
gemarks made of a very long and protracted debate
with respect to the B.W.LA. in this Chamber in
July, 1942 It was the second Order of the Day
called on that day and to come straight to the point,
honourable members will be interested in some of the
remarks made by the Premier on the matter. I should
just like to know what wonderful metamorphosis
has overcome the thinking of members on this sub-
jeet. Hag the millenium arrived simply because they
ade in office? On page 407 the junior member for
St. Joseph, who at that time was the present senior
member for St. Joseph said this: )

‘I cannot give a silent vote on this matter. This
is one of those matters of principle which some-
times come before the Legislature, a prineiple vyhich
flows beyond the confines of this colony. This is an
Imperial matter. It is a matter such as I have ought
not to allow a vote on this matter to take place with-
out expressing them. I would say at the very beginning
that however pungent any of my criticisms might
be, they are not personally direeted at any one per-
son or Government or any community. I feel that
one of the evils of this island is too great a silence
when plain speaking is needed. I am fundamentally
opposed to anything which is in the nature ‘of a mon-
cpoly. I go further. I am opposed to anything in the
nature of a public utility being left to the tender
mercies of a commercial concern whose motive is
private profit.

I was practically alone in this House whemn T
opposed the British Union Oil Company getting a
monopoly of natural gas in this island. I may'bc
permitted to remind the House that my suggestion
was even called Utopian by an honourable member
whose political principles one would have imagined
had made him an ally of mine on that day. If 1
say anything which seems a reflection on my political
friends T hope they will feel that it is merely a call
to look as high as possible on matters of prineiple.

1 thank my honourable colleague for making
the two points which he had made. One is that there
is something to be said for the Committee who mad.
this report which is the substance of this Address,
and the other that both the senior member for Christ
Church and the senior member for St. George were
only puerile in attempting to argue against their
better judgement that this was not blatantly and
obviously a monopoly. It is silly to quibble over
literary terms.’’

The honourable member then referred to Sir
Lennox O’Reilly, and stated in categorical terms that
B.W.I.A. was a monopoly. He declared: *‘But if out
of the mouth of one of the advocates of B.W.I. Air-
ways today the B.W.I. Airways is telling us that it
is in fact a monopoly, and he endeavours to show why
we should back it as a monopoly, then although the
company has two distinguished advocates in the
Eouse to-day, I prefer to go along with Sir Lennox
O’Reilly who is one of the greatest eminent lawyers
in the West Indies—I would have said the greatest
were it not that I am flanked by two eminent and
erudite wearers of the long robe. Sir Lennox O’'Reilly
says it is a monopoly, examine it and see whether
you should not encourage it.’’

He then went on to quote Sir Lennox on the

kind of monopoly that B.W.I.A. was. The honourable-

member went on (and this appears on page 407 of
the Debates) to say: “We are fighting a war.’’ At
that time, he must have been using the word ‘‘we”’
in the looser sense. He said: ‘“We are fighting a war
ir. which we are saying that we admit that things

~

have been bad in the past, a war against perpetuating
private or class privileges, and then at the same time
the Colonial Office is telling the Leeward and Wind-
ward Islands to sign on the dotted line, and telling
Barbados that we will be in a hole if we do not sign
on the dotted line.”’

Now, what will the Minister tell us today? He
stated on this same subject that if we did not sign
we would be wrecking, West Indian Federation. Yet,
in 1942, he was accusing the Colonial Office for the
same reason. He said in 1942, ‘I have sufficient
warmth in my body, and I hope other members also, to
talk back to the Colonial Office.”” Apparently, the
atmosphere is a bit chilly now-a-days, and we do nst,
Lear much talking back. The honourable member weng
on to say: ‘“In the middle of a war when the British
Prime Minister, the President and Vice-President
of the United States and a Secretary of State for the
Colomies, all of them have told us about a new world
and a new order in which they will be no special

privileges, you are asking us to give a special privilege

to a particular company.’’

This is the same company that we are discussing
this morning, and this is the then junior member for
St. Joseph. That is what he said in 1942 about the
same company that he asked us not to discuss about
fifteen minutes ago. He would be without warmth in
his body if he did not discuss it in 1942. That is how
I feel today, and I hope I will never undergo the
climatic changes to which the honourable member is
subjected.

He went on to say in 1942, *‘This is one of those
things that make Continentals and others feel that
England is a land of hypocrisy, unconscious hypocrisy
possibly, but hypocrisy none the less.”’

‘“As a matter of prineciple the suggestion of
B.W.I.A. has nothing to recommend it. We all know
to our sorrow the history of the Electric Company
in this eolony.”” That history he seems to have for-
gotten. ‘“We ought to have learnt what the position
of a public utility eompany should be. As a matter
of prineiple I am in favour of every public utility
service in the eolony being owned and conducted by
the Government or by a Municipality. None of us are
so silly as not to see the benefit of an Airways Service.
I suggested, and others must have suggested to the
Royal Commission that one of their recommenda-
tions should be am Airways Service from British
Honduras down to British Guiana. They did not
see fit to suggest so extensive a service, but at any
rate the beginning had been made with the Leeward
and Windward Islands. What we want to see is a
West Indies Service owned and run by the West
Indies Governments.”’

I remember that those same sentiments were
expressed recently on the question of the West
Indian Navigation Company, and the Minister of
Finance and Negotiations had nothing but jeers
and sneers for the members who suggested that the
Shipping Company should be owned and run by
West Indian Governments. [Hon. &. H. Adams:
That is absolutely untrue.] Check up on the Debates
and at the same time tell me if what I have quoted
is a misrepresentation of what he said on the 14th
July, 1942, in this Chamber. Let the hatchef man
check up on that too.

The honourable member said in 1942: ‘“What
we want to see is a West Indies Service owned and
run by the West Indies Governments. Having an
Airways Service run either on a co-operative basis,
which is almost impossible or run by a Government is
a vastly different thing from a Government subsidiz-
ing a Private Company for private profit, even al-
though it might be controlled by an examination of
the Company’s Books.”’
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Did I not tell you the agreement was the same?
Right here you have the provision in Clause 9 (3).
That was not sufficient for the Premier in 1942.
‘What has happened to have made it good enough
for him to give them a subsidy today? In 1942, there
was no question of direet subsidy to the best of my
recollection. It was a subsidy by way of remission
of duties, customs charges ete. It was not a direct
vote of money as is the case today. But even in
spite of that the honourable member for St. Joseph
~yas against the subsidy then- But the altitude of
feasibility sometimes seems to increase with politieal
altitude.

The honourable member went on to say in 1942
¢‘T feel that the argument on the question of exclud-
ing the foreign companies, and what foreign com-
panies especially American may even do has been
pressed a little too far, because the International
Agreements are there.”’

At that stage, the member for St. Joseph went
on to say this: ‘I would urge upon the House that
there are times when we can point out to the Colonial
Office its mistakes. It is our duty as soon as we feel
a mistake has been made to point it out to the Colonial
Office.”’

3.06 am.

Mr. Chairman, it is evident to you, how this
passage reads what he meant. He said: ‘I feel that
its present policy is merely a perpetuation of the
pernicious imperialist system of lending government
aid to private companies desirous of reaching out
their tentacles towards the exploitation of more and
yet more ‘‘native’’ markets, and supporting that
policy by means of gunboats.”” When he said so, that
was in the middle of a war. He went on to say: ‘‘But
1 am sufficiently a realist in politics to see that when
a revolver is pointed at my head and I have no im-
mediate desire to die, I should barter with the man
at the other end.’”’ You probably may barter, I would
not have to barter with him. That is the attitude of
some people. He went on to say: ‘‘I can foresee the
impossibility of winning this war and going on with

out a Socialist Government in power. I feel sure,

therefore, that a British Government after the war
would have none of these monopolies.”’

There was a famous saying in the Ameriean
Army at the cessation of the war: ‘‘The war is over,
honey bunny!’’ To get the sequence of that state-
ment I will read that last passage again: ‘‘I can fore-
see the impossibility of winning this war and going
on without a Socialist Government in power. I feel
sure, therefore, that a British Government after the
war would have none of these monopolies.”” T will
now say the war is over honey bunny and the sooner
we all realise it, the better. Mr. Chairman, I am only
selecting some of the choicest passages by the same
honourable member when he was the junior member
for St. Joseph.

This is almost identical with the proposals which
were then discussed by this honourable Chamber.
Those were the sentiments of the honourable senior
member for St. Joseph on that occasion. I wonder
what has happened to make him try and foist an
agreement of this nature on the unwitting members
of the publie, the members of this House, and the tax-
payers of the island of Barbados when that same
company has had the benefit pf twelve years mono-
polistic service in spite of the protest of the then
Junior member for St. Joseph. That Company for
not less than twelve years had been in full oper-
ation. It has been able to build up its organisation
in the community and has even been able to show a
profit; and further has been able to invest in three of

the most expensive and up-to-date airliners that can
be purchased in any part of the world today. It is at
this stage, just at the inception of its new serviee with
Vickers Viscount turbo-jet aircraft which is going
to cost West Indian Governments more in the main-
tenance of their runways, that we have been asked
to give this private company which has the addi-
tional advantage of being a subsidiary of the British
(Overseas Airways Corporation, another monopolistic
grant in the world of Civil Aviation, an additional
subsidy of $10,000. B-W.I.A., has had twelve years’
unlimited monopoly of all your transport in the
Caribbean area. That Company has been able to capi-
talise on the excuse that Barbados is not prepared to
make any concessions to airliners of foreign coun-
tries until those countries are prepared to give the
B.0.A.C. similar concessions. We have heard that
talk up to a few weeks ago in this Chamber. Here it
is, BW.LLA. has a complete monopoly not only for
the duration of the war, but ever since the war, and
the agreement was only for ten years. They did try to
whittle it down to seven years but it went on until
1953 when the agreement expired. So powerful was
B.W.LA. at that time that they could force the agree-
ment against the expressed wishes of the honourable
senior member for St. Joseph.

What has happened? A certain eminent lawyer
is a director of B.W.I.A., not because he is a deserv-
ing West Indian but because he had shares, whether
the shares were given to him or whether he pur-
chased them, though he must be a major shareholder
as well. Of course, that gentleman has made use of
his position; but with all that, he cannot get one
coloured person on the staff. In the preamble we read
that B.W.ILA. is to employ people only of British
nationality, but how can that be 30 when a director
at the head of that company cannot get one coloured
person of West Indian origin employed on the staff?
That company went into voluntary liquidation in
1948 and was re-organised as a subsidiary of B.0.A.C.
making them more possible to be intemperate in
their treatment to the average West Indian ecitizen
and more callous in their demeanour to people of
different complexions than their own. We get this
wonderful change over in the thinking of the re-
sponsible members of the Barbados Government, so
much so, that we are not even warned before the
Estimates came down about the giving of a subsidy
to B.W.I.A,, this is for the first time, speaking under
correction, certainly for the first time since I have
been in this House, has B.W.I.A., being given a direct
subsidy. You cannot even\say that it is an infant
industry because you must ask yourself, when does
an industry grow up? And that company was oper.
ating for twelve years as a monopoly, and it has in
the preamble matters which show that it is not in
a sort of financial stress, nor anything else to shew
that the company is unable to eontinue its services
unless it is given a subvention by the several West
Indian Governments. T find it hard to believe that
that company is in such financial difficulties when it
can purchase three Vickers Viscount turbo jet air-
craft when it is adequately equipped with aircraft
already.

I do not see how any company could be the sub-
sidiary of B.0.A.C., and say that it is in any finaneial
difficulties. The whole position of B.W.I.A., is anom-
alous; they dictate the terms, they say they want a
longer runway and you have to give them an inecrease
in fares. Can you name a single person here who has
the interest of the community at heart, who would
examine their accounts and say that they are entitled
to any inerease of fares? And the B-W.L.A., fares at
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present are above those of Pan-American and the
North Eastern and North Western Airlines of the
United States of America! It is fantastic for mem-
bers of the public to have to pay the prices which
they now have to pay for a return passage by
B.W.LLA., between Barbados and Trinidad; a flight
which lasts for a little over an hour. You can go
from Paris to London about four times for the price
of a return passage between here and Trinidad. Do
you see anybody like West Indian Nationals flying
these aircraft? You would see that during the War;
they are those who went out night after night during
the War but when they applied for a job at BW.I1.A,
they would not give them. Thank Goodness, I was
never interested. On the Memorial Plague are the
names of those who died when you and I were sleep-
ing. However, that is the position under which this
Company has been in operation, having a virtual
monopoly, not a monopoly granted by Royal Charter,
but a pure and simple economie monopoly over th-
Caribbean area for the last twelve years. That Com-
pany is over important, over pompous; in 1948 be-
fore they went into liquidation they made it plain
that they were West Indians in name but not in
nature. They were fulfilling the prognostications of
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph. when
he spoke of the policy of perpetuating the pernicious
system of Goyernment aid to private companies. I feel
that the next Resolution that the Premier will come
in here with would be a Resolution to purchase gun-
boats for Barbados; he said that their policy would
have to be backed up by gunboats. Even if he brought
gunboats I would never vote for the Resolution under
this Head.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I do not know
where to begin. First of ali I do not think that any
member of this House would claim that he is suffi-
ciently informed about this matter. Nobody can say
that this Government has made this House aware of
any possible issue between itself and other Govern-
ments that would have to be resolved in an Agreement
which it would have to underwrite between the Gov-
ernments and the B.W.ILA. It certainly cannot be
claimed that by pushing & memorandum or the type-
seript of an Agreement in our hands is sufficient to
inform us of what they intend to do. It may be even
different if this matter reaches the Other Place, which
I hope will not happen, when the public and the
community in general will be vouchsafed an explana-
tion by the Hon. Mr. Cuke, who I think is one of the
Directors of that Company, which is not given to us
in this House. _
210 a.m. d
“  All of that is quite possible; that is nothing to
our purpose. This subsidy is wrong in principle,
and if it is wrong In principle it should be rejected
out of hand. Before I attempt to give my views on
it, just let me say something generally about this
Government’s policy in respect of these matters. I
cannot for the life of me understand the sort of men-
tality which finds it possible to say in some matters
where hardship is experienced by the people that ¢‘ we
have not got money to assist you, and we eannot do
anything for you unless we find oil,”” and yet at the
same time, they know that they are cooking up an
agreement to be presented to this House which will
call for the considerable grant which they propose to
give. ,

I cannot help commenting on the fact that some
weeks ago my constituents were very much concern-
ed with a matter which, to do them justice, would
have involved no more than $1,100, almost a tenth of
the sum for which this subsidy calls, and they were
given a solemn assurance by two Ministers of this Gov-

ernment that while the Government might possibly . .

be sympathetie, what prevented them from acceding
to their request was the fact that there just was not
the money available, I want to ascertain from this
Government whether they imagine that to give
$10,000 every year to a capitalistic enterprise which
has a monopoly and is making a profit and has been
making one for the last twelve years, whether to do
that is better than to lend one-tenth of that amount
to eleven people whom they are supposed to govern
and protect in this island. I want to ascertain from
them if on every occasion they are going to show their
cloven hoofs and their readiness to deny help to the
people whom they should help, and actually impose
their assistance on people who do not deserve it and
certainly can do well without it.

British West Indian Airways is an organisation
which has been running in the West Indies for some
time. I would have felt, and I suppose you too Mr.
Chairman, that if that company was getting into fin-
anecial difficulties, the members of this House would
have heard about it. We have not been so apprised.
We follow news of developments in the West Indies
and we hear news about big commercial undertak-
ings. We do not always hear all the news, and we
do not always get it up-to-date; but you cannot ask
me to believe that a company like this could ever be
in financial difficulties and members of this House
know nothing about it. Is the Government claiming
that the finances of this company have made so catas-
trophic a reverse in the last four weeks, four months,
or even since last year, that the West Indian Govern-
ments must now rush to the aid of that company?
They cannot seriously ask us to believe that, because it
there was a time to disclose that information to the
House it was surely some weeks ago when the Pre.
mier himself was defending Government’s policy
towards B.W.ILA. with respect to other airline com-
panies.

That was the time, Mr. Chairman, to let us know
that B'W.ILA. was getting into rough waters; and
that we woulqd be asked in another month or six weeks
to provide money for that company. The argument
between the Premier on the one side, and the honour-
able junior member for St. Peter and the honourable
junior member for the City on the other passed off
with some heat; but certainly, that was the time when
the House should have been told that B.W.I.A. was
becoming impoverished and that it needed help.

Mr. Chairman, I imagine that it would be said
by the Premier that $10,000 is the maximum, and it
is the extent of this Government’s obligations; that
we will not be called upon to give any more and that
to that extent we are safeguarded from further in-
frlpgements on us; that $10,000 is the absolute limit
which Barbadian tax-payers can be called upon to
pay; and that we can have the assurance that it will
be $10,000 and no more. If he says that, it may well
be true; no one will dispute it having it put like that.
But Mr. Chairman, this is a proposed agreement be-
tween all the British West Indian islands and this
company, therefore you can be forgiven if people
think that when and if this agreement in concluded
in this form, this commercial airline will be subsi-
dised perhaps to the tune of $100,000. Therefore,
you eannot even consider this in relation to Barbados
itself; you have to consider it as part of a subsidy
which all the Governments are giving to this private
company; so you are asking us to aceept it as being
a party to giving a sum of money, perhaps more or
less than $100,000 to a commercial company which
will enjoy a monopoly of the air-trafic both in lug-
gage mails and persons, and asking us to believe that
we should give so much money to a commerecial air-
line and also allow them to enjoy a monopoly in doing
something wrong.
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. If this Government chooses to assure the public
.of Barbados that this $10,000 of its money is going
to be well spent it will have to do much more than to
-push a number of copies of this agreement in the
hands of members of this House. It should be the aim
of any Government in the West Indies to get the best

possible air-service for the inhabitants of the area.

As a matter of fact, no one would deny that air com-
unications are important. As we have heard from
the honourablée senior member for St. George, the
Premier himself agreed with that thirteen years ago.
That is quite true. But you will never get up-to-date
commiunications by merely spending money in sub-
sidising a thonopolistic company without doing your-
self the justice of discovering whether you ean get a
guperior service from other companies. -

- Ate we-going to be told that we have to subsi-
dise'B.W.L.A. because no other company or organi-
sation of comparable size and means can give us the
service we should have? Is the justification for taking
the tax-payers money and throwing it at this com-
pany going to be the excuse that it is better to de that
than-to-invite a new company or companies? I want
to stress that the argument is that we should have a
better service. If the argument is that we should
have more comfortable transport in the last resort
and cheaper rates of travel, you will not get that by
subsidy ; you will not get it by giving the taxpayers’
money to that eompany; you will get it by competi-
tion. Throw open your Airport to commercial air-
hines. L.t B'W.ILA. take its chance with the others
who are willing to provide a comparable service. Let
it be by virtue of competition that this company
either hold its own or drop out of the race i it can-
not win.

I am not convineed, and I do not think that any
number could be eonvineced that by paying a subsidy
you are doing even what you should do. That is not
all. What I would ask is, does this company actually
deserve that treatment? It does not. I have mnever
yet read any -pronouncement from that particular
company as to the extent of its profit and loss ac-
count. No one knows it; but by all accounts it is a
flourishing company. If it is not a flourishing com-
pany, if there is something in its operational cost
which renders it an uneconomical proposal, a subsidy
will not help it; you cannot subsidise a loss, nor ean
you subsidise inefficieney.

To do B.W.I.A. justice I do not think upon it at
all in those terms. I look upon it as everyone else
in the West Indies looks upon it, as a long established
and prosperous company. There is no hint to the
contrary. It is expanding its services. Justice should
be given where justice is due, so I will say that it has
a fine record for air-safety. It is not only efficient
but it is actually prosperous. Therefore, if you are
subsidising it and the other Governments are agree-
ing to subsidise it, there is more in it than actually
meets the eye. Certain questiqns will have to be an-
swered.

3.20 p.m.

It is not enough Mr. Chairman, for us to be told
that in anp agreement there is provision for you to
‘see a balance sheet; that does not help; and even see-
ing a balance sheet at this stage, cannot justify your
giving a subsidy especially when you cannot sub-
stantiate any need for such a subsidy. In any case,
Mr. Chairman, it is mo concession to the Govern
ments of the West Indies to be told that they can
see the balance sheet. After all, if they enter into
an agreement it is not more than what is their due
to see how their money is being spent. Mr. Chair-
muan, the people of the West Indies should not be
asked to pay their money to subsidise private com-
panies or to swell the dividends of shareholders; that
is really what it means. After all, BW.L.A, is still

;all that T have to say.
‘fersuade me to do so.

What we must ascertain first
Or, has it lost any-

operating at a profit.
is: is it losing anything now?
thing over the last year or two? If it is, it has a
right to appeal to the Government. It is of no use
for the Hon. Minister of Trade to sit down here and
say: nothing on the matter. If he wishes not only me
but the House to know the facts he has a right to
present the facts and advise his colleagues to do so.
[A VOICE: BSit down and you’ll get the answer.]
It is confounded nonsense, a misconception of the
principles of this House, when members get up to
cxpress an opinion for them to be told ‘‘sit down
and wait’’. I do not propose to sit until I finish
I do not see the one who can
You will sit until morning
You are very rude and silly. o

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I object to
those remarks.

Mr. TUDOR: I am saying Mr. Chairman, you
cannot just ask people to spend their money like
that. If B.W.I.A. has become poor, that is some
thing which cannot be happening because the air
travel to the whole West Indies would be affected.
Are you going to say, failing the knowledge that that
company is in financial difficulties, that you must
throw the taxpayers money into this company?
1¢ is mnot Barbados alone that is subsidising thig
company to the tune of $10,000; the whole West
Indies are asked to contribute. It is a colossal
sum which is thrown into that enterprise. I do not
think that it is aceeptable bait to pretend that in re-
turn for all of that you will get so much percentage
of the directors to be British and so much of the
crew and employees to be people of colour. That is
somewhere in the agreement unless I am mistaken.
They did not say ‘‘coloured’’ but they said a propor-
tion of the directors is to be of British Nationality.
That to me is not a great eoncession for $10,000 to be
given away on that strength. Would you expect that
of an Airline company operating in the West In
dies having a virtual monopoly? Would you not ex-
[ eet an airline company operating over this territory
that some of its directors would be British and some
of the employees, and even the most subordinate would
be British too? That is something which you would
expect and it is not enough to barter $10,000 away
for that. Co

One other pcint Mr. Chairman, and it is this:
we have now become too accustomed to the technique
which is worked in this island by this Government
on the public. Obviously this Government knows
more of the facts than anybody else, but you cannot
get from them anything to give you a true appraisal
of the new situation. Some people of course who
follow ‘current affairs might be able to put two and
two together. I would like to know what there is.
between this and the visit of Sir Miles Thomas, the:
gentleman from B.0.A.C. and the further interest-
ing speech which the Hon. Premier made before Sir
Miles Thomas on the occasion of the luncheon. I
want to know what there is hetween the three things
because a lot of people listening to the Hon. Premier
on that occasion, took him at face value. I know
bim well enough to know what he said on that occa-
sion has two or three meanings. I am wondering
whether the visit of Sir Miles Thomas had anything
to do with the protection of B.0.A.C. in these parts.
Ts there some new policy in. B.0O.A.C. which is being
felt in its subsidiary company which necessitates that -
B.W.I.A. must have this money but which they can-
not raise from their own sources immediately ? Is it
that the West Indian Governments are being asked to
subsidise, as you have been told, the three turbo-jet
aireraft so that B.W.L.A. can get those three new,
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planes on the run before public elamour in the whole
Islands rises for greater competition? All these things
we must know and they have some necessary con
nections; but if you are outside of the Government,
you cannot know these things. The proper thing
would be for members of the Government to tell you
those things but not to inveigle or cajole you into
giving away the people’s money and then at their
leisure, sometime afterwards, extending things to
you in driblets. Tet Government be frank and fair
even as they would on some important matter of theirs.
They are supposed to have certain principles; 1 do
rot know if they still adhere to them. You cannot
it you are a Socialist embark on schemes which push
private enterprise more firmly entrenched than be-
fore. If B.W.IL.A. is in bad waters, all West Indian
Governments should begin by gradual process to
nationalise it and take it over. If you tell us that any
money you ask for would not be for a subsidy but
to purchase a block of shares, we will agree with you.
Tell us if you wish, that the West Indian Govern-
jents are willing to buy up any of the shares of
B.W.LLA. However, that is not what you are aiming
at, because if it were so you would have no hesitation,
you would say this eompany appears to be in bad
waters and from the appraisal of the situation it:
appears that West Indian Governments will have to
come to its aid and as a result, Barbados proposes
along with the other Governments to come to its aid
by putting money into it; but the way in w’h_lch' we
are pufting money into it is by way of taking up
some shares in order to get a controlling interest
If B.W.LA. is not in bad waters and realises its value
to the West Indies, then try to get advantage of the
situation by attempting to control it. If the com
pany is in good waters, do not be invej.gl‘ed_ mnto givinaz
away the taxpayers’ money to subsidise what does
rot need to be subsidised. You should not be sub-
sidising a company which has a monopoly. The issue
seems to be clear. How can you in the face of the
many things you have to do, if you say you want
to do them, but you do not have the money, give
away this subsidy? The directors of the B.W.LA.
may be good financiers and people of good reputation.
T say nothing personally about them.

3.30 am.

The issue seems to be clear. In the face of the
many things which you have to do and for which you
have no money to do them, how can you find money to
do these sort of things without any justification. The
Directors of B.W.I.A. may be able to say that their
reputations are above reproach; and if one of the
close friends of the Premier is one of the directors
of that organisation, there is all the more reason why
he should be in possession of all the facts. I want
to know from him if the facts have not been given to
Lim and whether he can seriously contemplate asking
the taxpayers of this colony to support this scheme,
cspecially if the facts show that this Company is in a
flourishing position. The travelling needs of the public
are first of all, that they should be able to get from
here to yonder quickly, cheaply and with efficiency
and despateh, and also with the minimum of cost; and
if there are parcels and freight they want to be free
to be able to transfer them from island to island in
a network of colonies at the lowest possible cost; and
the most important thing is that the materials which
ensure communications between the islands should be
carried cheaply and guickly. This is indispensible ; do
vou mean to say that B.W.I.A. knows these things so
well that it has to be subsidised 2 What. are you subsi-
dising ? Profits or Losses? If you are subsidising losses
you should be open to competition and if you are ask-
ing to subsidise profits, then you are not only throwing

water into the sea but you are encouraging the Com-
pany not only to be a monopoly which is had enough,
but you are also making inroads on the taxpayers-
of the island. If you are subsidising this company
on. the grounds on which other islands are doing it,
you should not do it on those grounds if they do not
seem to be sufficient. It cannot be seriously eontend-
ed that if Barbados does not support this Agreement
the chances of Federation would be wrecked, because-
from my casuval reading of the Agreement, B.W.LA.
has almost said that if Federation comes the Agree-
ment will be reviewed in the light of the new cir-
cumstances; so that if B.-W.LLA. wants to look at any
Agreement made now as a tentative one, the argu-
ment that Federation would be wrecked by faflure
to agree does mot hold water. The people’s money
cannot be seriously thrown away like that; it would
not be a good thing for us to commit ourselves to this.
kind of expenditure every year. I anticipate that
cne of the argumients which the Hon. Premier will
use in his reply is that no great harm will be done
by trying it for this year; that on the basis of faects:
known to us we can sign the agreement and we can
try it for this year and next year we will maintain
the right to break the Agreement; but we would be
silly to allow ourselves to be pursuaded to vote for-
this subsidy on that excuse. As I said before, Mr.
Chairman, just as in our domestic concerns here we
noticed that a situation is developing for sometime
and they are formulating policy to meet it so too, it
must be true that whatever lies behind this request
for this subsidy, was known and I do not think the-
Premier would say to us that this is something sud-
denly being thrust on the Government for its con-
pideration and it was a matter of life and death,
which this island had to agree to.

3.40 a.m. )

This is something that has been put to this Gov-
ernment and has been debated by them on the basis.
of facts known to them and not to the rest of us; and
that is where I disagree with them most bitterly. I
would have thought that when they gave us the draft
of the proposed agreement it would have been easy to
give us a resume of the difficulties or misfortunes of
the particular company for the last five years. That
would be a reasonable time to see what has been the
ups and downs of this particular company, and what.
profits and losses it has made and how they managed.
to carry out what extensions they have carried out.
If they had laid that information along with the
agreement I myself would probably be inclined not-
to support it, but at least I would have had a little
back-ground knowledge.

Giving such information could not harm
BW.L.A., because if their case is a good one the
more people who knew if, the more support they
would be likely to get; and if their case is a bad one
on the basis of the facts presented to us, it would
create greater urgency to assist in the matter. It
may be that they do not consider that the informa-
tion if placed at public disposal would be enough
to satisfy this House. and that is why the facts were
not brought. You cannot bring an agreement be-
tween governments and a commercial undertaking
without giving some idea about the history of the
negotiations which led up to the proposed agreement
between the parties involved.

T like to be fair, Mr. Chairman. It may be that
there are ways in which the Government can benefit
from this; we can concede that although we have not
been told in the agreement. We have been told
what the Governments propose and undertake to do
and the penalties liable to be undergone by B-W.LA.
if it fails to carry out its pledge. I think that one

~&
a *.__




MARCH 8, 1955 735

—

of the most striking things in this agreement is the
fact that this company not only asks for a subsidy
from the West Indian Governments, but it is pre-
rared in almost every clause of the agreement to
hedge itself around with what I eall saving clauses.
Everything is done in the agreement to put B.W.I.A.
almost beyond the reach of adversity. I do not see
any comparable concessions given to the Govern-
ments- 1 do notice that it says somewhere that one
of the things which B.W.ILA,, is prepared to do if
the agreement goes through is to allow the Governors
of the several territories and perhaps their wives to
travel free from one point to another within the area;
also Government Officials, presumably going on offic-
ial business, will receive rebates. I am not saying
that those are not two concessions which the Gov-
ernment will have; but when you are proposing to
pay out $10,000 of the taxpayers money, and probably
even more in the case of Jamaica and Trinidad, is
it right to pay' out so much money for so little bene-
fit ?

If Governments are to reach public advantages
for the communities which they control, it must
be em the basis of cheap air-travel; cheap freight
carriage; cheap mail carriage; and in addition to
cheap rates there must be safety, speed and efficiency.
T am not convinceed that paying a subsidy is the way
to achieve all this. I am not even prepared to be-
lieve that these objections are the ones which the
Government has in mind- I still think that the West
Indian Governments are being sold a pup. If I
think so0, I can be forgiven because neither I nor any
‘member of this House except the five Ministers pos-
sibly in addition to B-W.L. A, know the basis of this
decision,

Is the company flourishing? If it is, you do
not need to subsidise it. Is the company badly off?
If it is, you may need to subsidise it, but you must
take steps to control it because you cannot{ be expec-
ted to take your money and give it to a company the
result of which will be to stiffen the back-ground of
the company, and pull it out off a hole and give that
company by virtue of the money you have in it, an
opportunity to raise its fares and prices generally,
and possibly, as a result of sweet complaceney, to
give you a worse service than you have been given
“before-

For those reasons Mr, Chairman, I would be in-
clined to be against this subsidy to B.W.LA.

3.50 a.m.

There are other matters under this Head which
I should like to bring to the attention of the Minis-
try concerned- Item No. 10, St. Patrick’s R.C.
School bas allocated to it $1,440 and the Note says
to assist with the work done for education by the R.C.
Church. Quite recently I have been examining quite
closely and at close quarters how beneficial is that
work. Some of my nieces go to that school and be-
cause I happen to take them there and to be there
at certain times of the day, I have come to see
at close quarters the splendid work that is being done
.at that school. The thing which enticed me most
is the feeding of school children on mornings. Some
who live too far from sefiool are given their first meal
as they get to the school and in the midday most of
‘the children are given a free nourishing luneh. 1t is
a tremendous work which those Nuns have under-
taken and it appalls nie to think, whatever maybe
-their sources of revenue, we can not find it possible
to give them more when we think that this is a work
which Government itself should be doing- If volun-
tary organisations are doing this work they should
be supported. The sum of $1,440 is not a large

amount for the purpose which that school is carrying
out and it certainly could be increased. )

The next thing is with respect to the University
College of the West Indies. I see here that we are
allocating the sum of $111,168 as our annual contri-
bution to that College. The point I wish to make
here is, (and I wish to throw it out to Government)
I do not think that the public in Barbados is suffic-
lently university conscious, and I think steps should
be taken through the Government broadcasting a
Ettle more to get them university conscious. I
notice that the Princess Alice Appeal Fund has been
launched and more and more people are becoming
acquainted with the role which the University Col-
lege is playing in our midst. I think the Barbados
Government itself id pulling its weight in supporting
thig institution but I feel it might do a little more
to encourage private eitizens to do the same.

With respect to the Barbados Museum and His-
torical Society the sum of $7,200 is voted and it in-
cludes provision for upkeep of children’s museums.
The question 1 want to ask is whether it actually
does cost that amount. What actually is bought for
the upkeep of such a museum out of this money?
‘What proportion of it goes in wages and salaries to
staff'?

‘With respect to Item No. 20, Intra Regional
Shipping Service the sum of $21,120 is to be voted.
I have heard Mr. Chairman, quite a number of com-
ments and criticisms not of the worthiness of the
service itself, but of the fact that there is great dis-
appointment felt at the fact that West Indians them-
gelves are not likely to be employed in the numbers
and in the stations to which they would be privileged
to bé employed otherwise. I would like to hear the
Hon. Minister make some pronouncement as to what
is the policy in respect to the shipping service and
as to whether Governments have received any com-
plaints about the employment of West Indians and
whethex anything can be done or has been done.
4.00 a.m.

As regards Item 26 ‘‘Boy Scouts Association’’
the Note says this: ‘A grant of $384 is made and
may be increased by a further $400 on a dollar ta
dollar basis when subscriptions exceed $400.”” What
struck me there, Mr Chairman, is this: while 1
have no close contact with scouting, it did seem to
me that more than $400 could be collected by them
and therefore the contribution should have been a
little more. What I would like to know is what other
sources of revenue does this Association have?
Scouting seems to be going down in this island and
ifl the attempts it makes to get its own revenue ars
so small, then even with what the Government gives
its revenue is still small. As regards the Salvation.
Army and also in the case of the Roman Catholics,
I was reallyl surprised to see that more money was
not allocated to them because the Hon. Premier has
said that if a case had been made out he would be
prepared to consider it. I do not know whether they
made out a case to him and failed or whether they:
did not make out any case. The night shelters and
the rescue work of that Salvation Army are of
such value to the community that something should;
be done to increase what is given to them.

In connection with Item 35 ‘‘Indian Ground
Day Nursery’’ I am sufficiently interested in this
particular creche to know quite intimately what is
going on there, and I would make a plea to the
Government that in all cases where voluntary
organisations are doing such splendid work they
should not cut them just to the bone. While you do
not want to bring about a diminution of the volun-
tary effort and while you want to encourage volunw
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normally help in their private capaeity, you like to
see something which is flourishing. It happens that
institutions such as these do not get enough, atten-
tion because official help is not as generous as they
would like to be. I think that this Nursery could
do much more for these children but the contribu-
tion of $100 a year is not the sort of money which
would help them to do much more. I am making
the plea but I do not think it will be heard for this
financial year, but it is worth considering that a
little more money should be allocated to this Vol-
untary Organisation.

With regard to Item 48 ‘‘Publicity Committee®’
the Note says this: ‘“To provide representation and
advertising in U.S.A., Canada, UK. and Venezuela
and to maintain an Information Bureaux at Pier-
head and at Seawell. Increase due to proposed in-
crease in advertising and publicity and for liability
accepted by Committee for half cost of contribution
to Caribbean Tourist Association.”’ Of course it
would be interesting here to ascertain what actually
is the extent of that liability. The sum of $44,000
is an enormous sum of money to be so heavily com-
mitted including the contribution to the Caribbean
Tourist Association; it all means that you are spend-
ing a lot of money. Perhaps the Hon. Minister cf
Trade will tell us at some time or other whether
this sort of expenditure is justified; but the public
generally do not feel that it is. One wants to know
where the taxpayers’ money is going when such a
jarge sum of money appears to be called for;
although one expects that advertising in Canada,
the United States of America, the United Kingdom
and Venezuela does cost something, it gives cause
for misgiving when one considers that the Bill is
so high.

The next Item to which I want to refer is Item
42 “‘Imperial Institute.”” We are spending $360
which, appears to be an annual contribution to this
Institute; it would be interesting to ascertain from
the appropriate Minister what precisely are the
benefits we achieve in this connection. T know of

‘course that most of these things have a sort of

prescriptive right, that they are traditional and
when we start on them we have no idea of their
actual benefit. However we are told by this Govern-
ment that every cent counts and that it must be
accounted for; if this Institute does not afford to
us the benefit for the expenditure of this $360 it
would be as well to check up and see whether or
not we are making a mistake. If that amount of
money were devoted to our Library or the Attorney
General’s Library we might find a more useful and
numerous collection of books.

Item 44 is ‘‘Parliamentary Association.”’” I see
no Note opposite to this Item but I suppose it was
omitted because it must be clearly well-known that
we have to contribute to it. I am a junior member
of this Assembly and I.therefore might be forgiven
for my intemperance; but I wonder if we are getting
returns t6 justify the expenditure of this $1,200.
I myself have received magazines or reading matter
which were posted to my predecessor in this island
and apart from the reading matter, I wonder what
are the advantages achieved. I have read that when
delegates have had to be chosen for gatherings om
these occasions the House has to vote the necessary
funds. I do not know therefore why we should be
asked to contribute so much money for so little
returns.,

For the repatriation of Barbadians from Cuba
the amount is almost the salary: of a Permanent
Secretary. The Note to this Item: says this: ““Con-
fribution to the cost of services undertaken for the

relief of West Indians in Cuba. The basis of the:
contribution which has been made in respeet ol
the 1939-45 War has been revised with the result.
that an amount off $1,396.60 stands to the eredit.
of this Colony. It is proposed to utilise this balance
to meet this Colony’s share of the expenses of the
Commission until suchi time as it is exhausted.”” 1
say that it is not the money which is actually spent.
and I do not suppose that there are many Bar-

badians now alive in Cuba who will need to be -

repatriated; but it does raise a point in my mind,
and it is this: why does the Government not keep a.
sort of reserve fund on which it could call in re.
spect of these matters? It does give one the im-
pression that your expenditure will be rather much
more than it is, and that all sorts of things are
found to fritter away money on when some of the
things do not call for expenditure,

410 a.m.

Mr. Chairman, the last thing is Item No. 50,
the Publication of ‘‘Barbados and the Federation
Question.”” The Note says that this amount of $2,169
is to pay for the publication of a Ph, D. thesis by

- Dr. Hamilton relating: to the history of the island.

it is expeected that this amount will be recoverable
from sales. I myself like the honourable junior
member for St. Peter am at a loss to know why this
iy here. I must confess that I have not read the
particular thesis, bui I was under the impression
that it had been published. In any case, I do not
know if it is right in principle for the Government
to undertake the publication of the thesis. This is
nothing to do with: a scholarship or of the worthiness
of the thesis, but whether it is right in principle for
the Government to undertake its publication.

If my memory serves me, Dr. Hamilton is a
post-graduate of London University, and I remember
that there was a special provision made in that
University for the publication of theses. I thought
that there was a recognised procedure by which
theses got published. If Dr. Hamilton’s thesis is
good enough to be published I do not know why the
Government of Barbados should be asked to publish
it, unless of course it is going to be used as a text.
book in the schools. That is the only way I know of
in which this amount can be recovered from sales.

I hope that this is not going to be a precedent.
Of course it cannot be in one sense, because you do
not get theses every day or every year to be pub
lished. But why discriminate? I certainly think
that the things written by Dr. Williams, and any
of the publications of Dr. Arthur Lewis, particu-
larly with respect to colonial economy merit publica-
tion too. I would not advise the Government to
undertake publication of this thesis even if they
were going to use it as a text book in schools. While
I would not object violently to this I feel a bit
uncomfortable about it, because in the first place
I feel that there should be arrangements between
Dr. Hamilton and the University on one hand and
a reputable publisher in London on the other.
Secondly, it involves a sum which ecannot be
recoverable unless the book is circulated in schools.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I do not think that the
two honourable members who have just spoken on
Subsidies and Grants will expeet that the person
introducing this Head should give an explanation of
every single Item. The normal thing would be to
:allow members to ask the Covernment questions on
this and that Head. T did not care to interrtupt the
henourable senior member for St. George at first. T4
is no use in any case, becaunse he will say that he.
‘does mot believe anything that you say; that you
say one thing today and one thing tomorrow. I am-
‘personally much opposed, absolutely opposed to

4
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much of that agreement, and that is why we have
come down for $10,000. When the honourable senior
member foi St. George came to the passage or para
graph that we were to give up this, that and the
other he stopped. This Government and the Gov-
ernment of British Honduras——

Mr. BARROW : Ig the honourable member say-
ing that I left something out which I ought to have
read? What is the impression that he was trying to
give? If he asks me T could go on to read the de-
tails. If I did not refer to the debate of 1942 he would
have defended this agreement up to the hilt. Now
we are hearing, just like in the case of Federation,
that he is bitterly opposed to it. Let us introduce an
-element of sanity into this debate. :

Hon. 6. H. ADAMS: When the honourable
member came to paragraphg 11 and 30, he just
referred to them and stopped.

Mr. BARROW: That is not true. Emphati-
cally, it is not trfue. I read out that the Government
shall pay such sum by way of remissions of customs
‘duty ete., and such further sum by way of subsidy.
The honourable member indicated that I was wasting
the time of the Committee and that the agreement
bad no relation to the subsidy. It is a favourite

method of his to deal with criticism by building up

a false case that no one has postulated. He is being
dishonest if he persists in that. You heard what I
said, Mr. Chairman. You should not allow him to
get away with it.

4.20 a.m.

Hon. @¢. H. ADAMS: I will never descend to
take any notice of the honourable member when he
behaves like that. He can go on cu#sing as much as
he likes. Neither British Honduras nor ourselves
-agree with this subsidy. If the honourable member
will take the trouble to listen he will see that what
he was talking about the agreement it is nothing to
.do with the $10,000. When this agreement was drawn
up various Governments gave their views. We said
that we were not giving any of those terms and
British Hondurag said the same. I made it clear to
Mr. Wooding and Mr. Dos Santos that Barbados
could not give any of those terms.

If we were to give up, British Honduras would
be also prepared to give up and that is the wording
which we have. They said that if we gave a subsidy
they would give $23,000 and I said that we would
rot give so much as that. An honourable member
asked what this $10,000 represents. I repeat, how
can you under ‘‘Subsidies and Grants’’ expect an
honourable member to say what about this and that?
Did not I intervene and try to point out that the
agreement was a matter for the House of Assembly?
When I did so I got the usual language coming from
that side ‘‘nobody ean trust you’’.

Let me say that we did not agree with this
agreement; we did not agree with giving up these
«dues. British Honduras said that they will put
$23,000 if we gave something and we said, ‘‘nothing

-doing’’ we will give you a lump sum. We could have

said $5,000, $6,000 or $10,000. We said when we
wele doing the Budget we will see what we can
spare. I do not care who attack us; I couched my
reply in the mildest possible termg and not because
T am afraid of being abused again.

Every single human being in the British West
Indies has read over and over again, either in the
Trinidad Guardian or the Barbados Advocate that
B.W.I. Airways does not pay; it loses millions of
pounds. Over and over again the honourable senior
member for St. Luey has said; ‘“Why subsidise a
Ioss; why not subsidise to gain.’’ Over and over
again he implies that this company makes no money.
These are hig fears every now and then but actually
these are the figures. There was a conference and

as a result this draft agreement evolved and we
turned it down; nobody knows except the Ministers.
We know the dividend paid up for $4,750,000 has
ineurred a loss. The apparent loss was $3,133,928
by the amount of $2,273,600 revenue and $850,328
added to this contribution as well as provident
funds, and on the other hand profit from the sale
of equipment would accumulate $1,161,150. Those
are the facts which the company put before the West
Indian Governments in respect of their request for
firancial help. We said then just as we said before,
our Legislature is not going to agree to helping you.
There is not one single word I said years ago
which I would not say now. On that occasion, I
was not against helping B.W.I.A. but I was against
helping them for a period longer than was neces-
sary. It is just as I maintained then that the
bases in the West Indies which were handed over
to the U.S. Government should not be leased for
ninety-nine years. There is very little more I can
say to this point. I say again that this draft agree-
ment was not agreed to by members of this Gov-
ernment or by British Honduras. British Honduras
said they would give $23,000; we said we would not
go so far. The most we said we would do is to ask the
Legislature to vote a -lump sum. By this vote
B.W.I.LA. has no claim on the $10,000. We are only
asking in the Estimates whether the terms are
acceptable to the Legislature so as to permit us to pay
the money. That is all it means.

Any agreement which is arrived at must be an
agreement which this Legislature agrees to. That
is what I got up to say. Because these Estimates
were being done before the agreement was arrived
at is the reason why the $10,000 was put down in
the Estimates. Those are the facts.

I would pass on to the Five Year Plan but let
me remind honourable members that we cannot take
money which we have said we are going 1o allocate
to this that or the other, withouf coming back to the
Legislature and getting an agreement on it. This
is the same thing; that is the position on this particu-
lar vote. We will in due course say how far we are
going; and we are coming to the Legislature to get
your approval as to how far we should go before
B.W.I.A. gets another subsidy. Who is going to
agree to any monopoly? We have never said that,
‘We get some of the most unblushing lies in argu-
ments on the floor of this House; we get statements
that are mot true. I know what is aback of this posi-
tion; it is not true to say that the British Govern-
ment has prevented Pan-American Airways from
coming here or that it is making use of Barbados to
keep out Pam-American Airways. Nothing of that
sort has taken place, nor are we granting anybody’
a monopoly. Again I say, how can we agree to a-
monopoly ? I said on the floor of the House a month
or so ago that a Norwegian firm of Airlines can come
here but we must bear in mind that we are endeavour-
ing to bring these colonies together and we have the
B'W.ILA. service which is doing very much for
Barbados and other West Indian Colonies.

We gave money to the Canadian National Steam-
ships Limited for coming here. They went out of
commission. Is it not a natural thing to give an
alternative subsidy to somebody else to carry out the
agreement? That is a vastly different thing from
saying we are granting somebody a monopoly.

As regards the point raised about Dr. Hamilton,
this is not the first Colonial Territory that has don=
that sort of thing. This is far from being a precedent.
I am trying to encourage Mr. Shilstone to write a
history of Barbados because there is no history of
Barbados other than Schomburghk’s which is worth
while. I hope Mr. Shilstone will agree to write one;
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. and when he has completed it this Government will
come down to the Legislature to vote a sum of money
in order to bring it out. We are just giving a sum
of money to Dr. Hamilton to bring out this work;
we will get our money back before he makes any
money on it. We all know that the publishing of a
book takes a lot of money, especially a publication
of this sort where you may not sell more than 1,000
or 1,500 copies. That is the answer to the question
about Dr. Hamilton.

‘As regards the giving of a subsidy to the Salva-
tion Army, I do not see why we should go saying
before hand that we will give so much to anybody.
If you ask you will get but they have not asked,
therefore what is this Government to do?

" As regards the Roman Catholic Church we know

_ it does & good job feeding those childrem. They have
asked for &nvincrease and we gave them an increase,
and this is a further increase. If the honoprable
riember will look at the annual budgets he will
see what they got before and what they got last
year. They have had two increases. For a number
of years they were only getting $960, now we are
giving them $3,000.

The honourable junior member for St. Peter
also referred to Item No. 41. Many of these organi-
sations do not qualify for Government’s subsidy and
nobody will make a condition that regular Trade
Union Wages are paid. However, now that the hon-
ourable member has drawn the matter to my atten-
tion I will go into it.

4.30 a.m.
Mr. BRYAN: This is now the wee hours of

the morning, and for that reason I had decided
to withhold my comments; but the remarks made
by the last honourable member have brought me
to my feet. Last year I flattered myself that I
bad made out a case for assistance in the rebuild-
ing of the Roman Catholic free Sechool. But
my appeal fell on deaf ears. I must egnfess
my disappointment on opening these Kstimates
to find the same amount ($1,440) as last year.
© You cannot say of the Roman Catholic as you have
said of the Salvation Army, because the Roman
('atholic applied for an increase, and their applica-
tion has been refused. One would have expeected to
" see an increase this year as a sign of penitence for
the sin of omission last year.

Government admits the good work the Roman
Catholic is doing, by way of educating and feeding
poor children. Government can still do its part l.)y
sending down a Supplementary Estimate to assist
this deserving cause. :

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: You will remember Mr.
" Chairman, that T raised the point in connection with
the subsidy to the B.W.L.A., but the point which the
~ Premier was making is fundamentally different from
the one I made. I do not agree that we should vote
_ this $10,000 as a block vote.

Hon. ¢. H. ADAMS: I had not finished reply-
ing. I do not want to say more than I need say, but
I do not think the Roman Catholic Church is so badly
off and I think that with the money which Venezue-
lans bring here these Venezuelans should be appealed
to as the Roman Catholic Church appeal to the
Government. _

T am rather surprised that somebody with the
general knowledge of the honourable junior member
for St. Lucy should ask anything about the Imperial
" Institute; the honourable member ought to kmow

what letter in the alphabet comes after ‘“‘R”’
[Laughter] With regard to the contribution towards
the relief of distressed West Indians in Cuba, doés

Le not want these West Indians in Cuba to be
relieved ?

Mr. F. L'WALCOTT: Where the Hon. Premier
and I differ in this matter is this; it is a matter of
principle so far as I am concerned. This is a matter
which the Premier says should be done in this way.
1 say that I do mot agree to the granting of this
$10,000 as a block vote and the Hon. Premier says
that we have to discuss the agreement; but this
agreement is contingent on this money we are voting.
I do not subseribe to the view of the honourable junior
member for St. Lucy; I am not concerned about the
Government agreeing to the agreement and I did
not suggest that before you can reach an agreement
you must tell the Legislature about it. However, if
you do reack an agreement before you come to the
Legislature—You cannot come to the Legislature
and ask it to initiate an agreement; it is the fune-
tion of the Government to initiate an agreement and
it is_the function of the Legislature to ratify that
agreement. The Government must initiate its inter-
nal agreement before the Legislature knows about it.

Hon. G, H. ADAMS: We are not going to agree
to some of these things but because Estimates were
given at the time when these talks between the
Government were drawn up, we said that we will
put in this $10,000; but the terms of the agreement
we will come back and talk to you about.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am mot so concerned
now with the amount; I would be in a better posi-
tion to agree if it were a dollar vote. What I objeet
to is that when you put this money in your Estim-
ates, when it comes to the question of the agreement
it would be stupid to come back and say that you
disagree to a particular clause of the agreement. I
want to be in a position to agree or disagree with
giving this subsidy to B'W.I.A.; if you did not give
them a subsidy before are you continuwing with it?
If I vote this $10,000 you must bear in mind that
I am agreeing to the subsidy and I am agreeing to
the principle of providing a subsidy on condition
that this agreement is suitable to you. I want to
be in the same position where as long as you reach an
agreement to provide this Company with a subsidy
then that subsidy could have been a dollar as a
token. I have already pointed out that I was unm-
able to make my second reading speech and that I
would have to speak often.

The Hon. Premier cannot claim that honourable
members did not try to get through these Estimates;
the suggestion was made that we should adjourn
and leave this Head so that when we came back to
it the points would have been made clear. The hon-
ourable senior member for St. George has read what
the Hon. Premier had said in this connection some-
time ago, and there are lots of members of this
House who hold strong views about providing the
B.W.LA. with this subsidy. I was surprised to find
that that suggestion was unacceptable to him or to
his Ministers. All this debate could have been
saved. Im so far as this subsidy is concerned I am
not in agreement with it; I have not dealt with the
agreement at all; there are aspects of this agree-
ment—It would not have done the Government any
harm and it would have done the B.W.I.A. a lot of
good if the Government could have set out their
case and we could have dealt with the matter out-
side of the Hstimates. I fee] that we ecould have
got through the Estimates and the $10,000 could
have been the subject of a separate Resolution. 1
am of opinion that this is a matter of tacties or
strategy and I do not mean anything vulgar about
that. [Hon. M. E. COX: The Other Place can take
it out.] The Other Place ecannot take out anything
which the House has passed; I forget the Other
Place when it comes to a matter of this sort. T
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consider that the suggestion which I made would
have worked but it did not meet with the approval
of the Government.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: There might be the
r.ecessity of incorporating something controversial
ir. the Estimates. We did this simply because ws
say that we must incorporate in the Budget all our
expenditure and try to cut out supplementary ex:
penditure. Some of us may feel strongly about
giving a subsidy to the B'W.I.A, or anybody else,
but we may agree that this is merely on a par
with subsidising the ship which we subsidised
the other day. The CN.S. has gone, a lot of us
are travelling by air; and so let us subsidise land,
air or sea. We put that in the Budget because the
Budget should show all that we imtend to spend
in the coming year. .

Mr. BARROW : If the honourable junior mem-
ber for St. Peter wants to be naive in this particular
matter . .

Mr, F. L. WALCOTT: I am naive about it.
4.50 a.m.

Mr. BARROW: T am not saying that he is not
naive about it; I say if he wants to be naive about
it -that is a matter for him. The honourable mem-
ber surely must have known something about it.

The Premier came into the House and said that
he was bitterly opposed to the provisions of 1942;
but there was no Minority Report that he dissented
to the views which were expressed. If I did not re-
peat the debate which he made in 1942, he would
bamboozle the House into accepting this situation.
As the honourable junior member for St. Peter has
said, now that we have Ministerial Status, Govern-
ment is entitled to give this Legislature an explana-
tion of any new negotiations that are going on and
as regards the principles underlying the particular
thing. The Government has no right to commit
the Legislature to what is going on.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: What I did say is that
no Government, whether it is Ministerial Govern-
ment or not, should negotiate an agreement because
Parliament is the body which ratifies the negotia-
tions and the honourable member should know that.
No Government should have the fundamental right
t0 implement negotiations and where there are fin-
ancial commitments, those are for the ratification
of Parliament.

~ Mr. BARROW: I cannot understand what the
honourable member is saying. Does the honour-
able member mean to say that you have to allow
them to go and make agreements When he talks
about ratification, he does not talk about disallow-
ing and not ratifying, therefore surely when there
is anything of a great nature of this kind, the best
course for Government to pursue is to set out gen-
erally that there are negotiations going on and
these are the principles involved and invite the
criticisms and suggestions from the Legislature on
the proposed agreement. What the Government
did here is to insert the specific provision into the
Estimates which will eventually find itself into the
Appropriation Act; so we will have no control as
to if they give it or not; it will be a matter for their
digeretion. The giving of that subsidy should be
debated at the same time as the agreement because

it hag a direct reference to the agreement.

Sir, it is only now after certain things have
been pointed out to the Government that they see
the inconsistencies in the course which they have
been pursuing and are trying to evade it and look
differently on the situation. I am sure the directors
of BW.ILA. would be extremely surprised to read
that the Government never held the view that they
should honour the terms of this agreement.
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Mr. Chairman, I am pointing out the danger of -
the irregular procedure which was adopted by this
Government from time to time, and it is only when .
they find themselves in a tight position that they say
that they never agreed to it. If you say that this is
an agreement by the Barbados Government, we must
come to the conclusion that you knmew what the draft
was. Thene was never any covering memorandum to
the agreement saying that the Government did not
agree to Clauses 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and so on or that
they were not acceptable and they propose to hold a
full-dress debate on this matter to see what are the . -
opinions and sentiments of this House. Nothing like
that has occurred. How long are we going to be en-
gineers? How do you expect us to know where we
stand from day to day? We have to think of the way
how the money of the taxpayers is being spent. I
object as a taxpayer and for my own self that
B.W.ILA. should get one cent of our money this way.

Mr. Chairman, I would now like to make refer-
ence to Item 20, Intra Regional Shipping Services.
That was the subject of a special Resolution in this
House some few weeks or months ago. I would like
to say that since the publication of the passenger and
freight rates and since the members of the public
have had a chance to look at the particular vessel
which is put on the run, we are not so convinced that
we have got a bargain. The standard of the cleanli-
ness of that boat leaves a lot to be desired, and the
very appearance f the boat is not conducive to the
large volume of passenger traffic from those who ean
do better. Certainly the freight rates, despite the
subsidy, are not at all as reasonable as we would ex-
pect it.

When it comes to the vote for the Barbados Coun-
cil of women, (see Item 34) I would like to ask the
Hon, Minister of Social Services whether the trans-
ference of the separate votes to the Black Rock Baby
Welfare League, the St. Lawrence Health Centre, the
St. Thomas Nutrition Cliniec and the St. Philip’s In-
fant Centre was done at the incidence of the Barba-
dos Council of Women. I would also like to know
whether he considers that $3,318 is a sufficient sum
to cater for the needs of these organisations -which
look after children of the less fortunate members »f
this community, and whether it is enough to pay doe-
tor fees and buy cod liver oil and other items of com-
modity, such as milk, at the prevailing market prices.
I have spoken year after year on the parsimony of
the Government when it comes to the vote for the
welfare of children. 1 have noticed certain very
dangerous trends in Government circles in that the
prevailing economic philosophy seems to be one of
neo-Malthusianism in which the Government.is con-_
centrating on getting rid of the people; it is not con-
cerned with providing a decent standard of living
for the people whom we have and making sure that
the infant mortality rate is reduced considerably
from the exceptional high level which prevails in the
colony at present. Barbadog has the highest rate of
infant mortality in the whole of the West Indies.
This Government is evolving a neo-Malthusian prin-
ciple because it is trying to impress on the people of
this island that they are propagating too freely and
multiplying all over the face of the earth. I there-
fore can only attribute the fallacy of the Government
to recognise the need for an inereased grant for the
baby welfare clinies to this adoption on their part of
the neo-Malthusian concepts which are growing in
this community and are being fostered in high places.
The whole attitude of this Government is not one of
providing jobs and employment for the youth who
leave school, but trying to bring home to the people
of Barbados a semse of original sin by telling them -
that they are multiplying too freely. I have already
pointed out that our rate of population growth ig only
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one-half that of what it is in the United Kingdom.
There is nothing abnormal about our rate of popula-
tion growth but there is something abnormal, almost
immoral, on the part of our medical authorities in
their lack of interest of our high rate of infant mor-
tality which is a disgrace to the British Empire and
the whole civilised world. I would like members of
the Government to pay attention to these matters
like the high rate of infant mortality in this island.
Throughout the length and breadth of the world it
is kmown that Barbados is one of the worst places for
infant mortality.

5.00 a.m.

Is there any effort being made to reduce infant
mortality ? No, they adopt the policy of birth control
and make no mention about reducing infant mortal-
ity. They have failed to come to grips with the eco-
nomic and unemployment problems of the island and
instead of trying to come to grips with those prob-
lems, they try to impress upon the people that the
only thing which is necessary is for them to reduce
the rate of population growth, and the milennium
will arrive and the people will not be aware of their
failures so much.

Imagine a Government which blandly says it is
in favour of birth control, and which makes no men-
tion of any attempt by the medical authorities to re-
duce the high and disgraceful rate of infant mortal-
ity in this island. Whether they like it or not Bar-
bados will have 400,000 people to support one of
these days. What is the solution? The Leader of he
Government once said to divide up the land between
60,000 families, What would you do with the other
people? Get rid of them. Get rid of them where?

There is no mention of the infant mortality rate
in the notes to vote for Public Welfare Clinies, be-
cause apparently, they do not want to keep the child-
ren alive. I invite the Minister of Social Services to
ask the doctors at the Hospital whether the large
number of children who actually die at a tender age
do not die because of starvation or malnutrition. I
wonder if the Minister is aware of the large number
of school children who faint on their way to school
due to the lack of a proper diet. We are told that
hot meals for school children in the mid-day are only
for temperate climates. If you check on the Debate
of 1942, you will see the then senior member for St.
George discussing provisions for hot meals.

I think it is' a disgrace for anyone running a
Nursery or Welfare clinic for children and babies to
have to go eap in hand in this year of grace asking
for subscriptions. It is also a disgrace to contem-
plate the size of the Government’s grant depending
to a large extent on the voluntary subscriptions they
ean get. That would be alright as regards an organi-
zation like the Boys Scouts, but not organizations
which if we had well planned social legislation would
be a part of Government’s machinery.

When we come to the Victoria Emigration So-
ciety that Society does not appear to be performing
a useful function. It is the only sort of Board or
Committee on which myself and the honourable juni-
or member for the City have not been pushed by
Government members, because it is a Society ap-
pointed by Mr. Speaker. The views of persons on
Boards which views are not entirely suitable to Gov-
ernment, are no longer wanted. That is the position
in which we are placed in this country.

I do not believe that the Victoria Emigration
Society even draws from the Treasury the $720 voted
to it. In any case, in the context of our present emi-
gration needs it would be inadequate except in the
case of showing favouritism to one or two persons.
No equirable distribution of the limited funds of the
Society can be made because of the inadequacy of the

vote, and secondly because of the way in which the
Act regulating the Society is drafted.

Certain recommendations were made by mem--
bers of the Society who even have appealed to the
Governor through the Chief Secretary; but nothing-
so far has been done about it. I would like to point
out that the purpose of this Society is to assist in the
emigration of poor women who are compelled to earn.
their living but are unable to do so in Barbados. I
would say that 856% of the women in Barbados would.
probably qualify for help under the provisions of
Section 6 of this Act. Therefore, it will be plain to
all but the blind that the vote of £50, if the spirit and.
the letter of the terms of reference of the Society
are to be carried out, would be a hopelessly inade--
quate vote. I would suggest that the Society be
abolished and the Act repealed.

I think that after 60 years have passed, we have
done enough honour to the 60th year of the reign of
good Queen Victoria by instituting jnd carrying on
this Society. I personally believe that the whole
object of the Society was purely ad hoc. If there were:
one or two bad cases of people out here who wanted
to be repatriated to the U.K., this Society was used
as a device. I do mnot think that we are making any
serious attempt to grapple with the problem of un-
employment in this island and I think that the So-
ciety should be integrated with the Government’s.
policy of emigration.

Ag regards the Publicity Committee the increase-
is really a substantial one. I would say it represents
about a 30% interest, or $33,000 out of $44,000. I
hope that as a result of the increase for advertise-
ments, that we will see advertisements of Barbados
appearing in such publications as ‘‘House & Gar-
den”, ‘‘Holiday”’, ‘‘The New Yorker’’ and maga-
zines of that standard. I have seen advertisements
in such magazines of Bermuda, Jamaica etc., but 1
fail to see any mention of Barbados. There is no
point advertising only in obscure periodicals that
only reach a limited cirele or a certain church group.

The honourable junior member for the City made-
gome remarks about the Commonwealth Parliamen-
tary Association. The sum of $1,200 is voted for that..
I have already brought it to the attention of mem-
bers of the public that this Association really serves
no useful purpose for members of the public and
members of this House outside a favoured few in
Barbados in particular. Whenever a conference
comes off, you find that some favourite person as of
the Legislative Council is drawn aside and told not
to vote because it is a matter for the House of Assem-
bly. When you expect that someone like the Deputy
Speaker would benefit, you find that is is regarded as-
a vote which is put there to patromise someone who-
has voted the right way or done someone a favour.
The Association is not ome of democratic lines. I
think that the practices of a Parliamentary Associ-
ation should be free from personal rancour and that
$1,200 should not be used for granting favours of
joy-rides. In addition to the $1,200 we have to come
back and vote $3,000 or $4,000 when it is an exeeption-
ally long trip. T do not see that it serves any useful
purpose except to those people who like to go to
England and have {ea in the House of Commons. It
is an Association that is far from being what the
Mother of Parliaments would expect it to be. It is
the direct opposite and antithesis of an Association
which should be for the improvement of parliamen-
tary relations, and where you can discuss matters
freely without question of Parliament or personal
feeling.

T would like to see that vote completely deleted.
1f the Government is so hard pressed that they can-
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not do those things which they should do until they
strike oil, votes like these should be completely done
away with.

5.10 am.

‘When we are invited to conferences and matters
of that kind, those members who feel disposed to go
should go. That is how it should be; or alternatively
those members who want to see a favourite go, should
push their hands in their pockets and send their little
favourite. These conferences really do not serve any
useful purpose because no report is made. Let us take
the last person who went to the Commonwealth Par-
liamentary Association Conference. I understand
that he went around giving lectures and showing
Jantern slides of his trip to Kenya but he has not
given us the benefit of his experience of the trip or
told us what went on there. We voted something like
$7,000 for the particular trip; I do not see why the
taxpayers of Barbados should subseribe to this. This
should be subscribed for by members of thig House
of Assembly or members in the Other Place.

When it comeg to Item 45, Relief of Distressed
Barbadians abroad, I would like to know what steps
this Government is taking under this vote or any
other vote. I think what I want to say can be dealt
with better under Ttem 46, contribution towards West
Indians in Cuba. I was saying T would like to know
what steps this Government is taking in places like
Panama and Cuba where Barbadians have gone and
made a substantial comtribution to the wealth of
those communities and have spent the best of their
years in those countries? What representations are
made by this Government through the British Gov-
ernment to see that those people do not suffer any
untoward distress? It seems to me that if one spends
30 or 40 years of his life either in Cuba or Panama
which means that those people emigrated to those
countries before the first World War, that person
has helped to build up the economy of the particular
country to which he emigrated, and it is not asking
too much of those countries to provide an adequat=
system of pensions and gratuities for those persons
—in this case expatriated Barbadians. I have heard
through personal contact with cases from here and in
those countries, that Cuba and Panama are not as
bad as have been made out. It is true to say that in
Cuba the people were just thrown on the scrap heap
after working for a number of years both with the
Cuban Government and in private industries. I do
not see the reason why we should be called upon to
contribute to the relief of West Indians in Cuba in
the sum of $5,760 which we are called to vote. Mr.
Chairman, I really would like to know from the per-
son responsible for this Item what share do we in
Barbados have in dictating or participating in the
policy making organisation in Cuba, because when
we send this money overseas we have no guarantee
that it would be usefully spent and would be spent
for the relief of Barbados and not for the relief of
all and sundry. We cannot, therefore, regard it ag a
contribution to the mnational revenue of the Cuban
Government has discovered in the fulness of fime
made the enquiry as to the method in which this
fund is administered and the policy which is earried
out.

I was under the impression that a subsidy to the
Imperial War Graves Commission would not be put
in. T have not seen any vote for it. T suppose the
Government has diseovered in the fullness of time
that it was no longer necessary to make any contri-
bution to an already defunct body.

T would like Mr. Chairman, to deal with Ttem
No. 81, Barbados Association in Aid of the Blind,

Deaf and Dumb. The position with that Association
is rather anomalous.

Mr. Chairman, I am drawing your attention to
the fact that there is no quorum. I suppose we will
have to wait until the Government summons up ite
cohorts. I think the best thing to do is to adjourn
the House.

Mr. CHAIRMAN : I cannot adjourn the House.

A member entered the Committee and took
his seat, to make a quorum.

Mr. BARROW : As I was saying, Mr. Chairman,
I am not so sure if the present arrangement for the
running of that organisation, the Association for the
Blind, Deaf and Dumb, is entirely satisfactory. There
was a recent case in which the Social Welfare Officer
moved against one of the blind students at that Insti-
tution thereby causing an injustice to that student
and his family. Finally, she tried to pin the respon-
ibility of her action on the Committee for the Blind,
Deaf and Dumb but the Government hasg not made
up its mind whether the Association for the Blind,
Deaf and Dumb is part and parcel of the social,
services of this island. When it comes to the limited
facilities available to students at the TInstitution or
amassing penaltieg from the students or actually dis-
missing them, it is a fact that the Social Welfare
Officer plays a great part in these machinations, I
would like to see the education of the blind on a
more solid footing. Certainly there are other things
for a blind man to do other than to knit a basket. A
blind man can perform the duties of a Court Reporter
and there is no reporter-typist in the Law Courts of
this island. That is the position which can well be
established in the Law Courts of this island. They
exist in all the metropolitan Police Magistrates’
and Stipendiary Magistrates’ Courts in London and
nearly all of those posts are filled by people from
St. Dunstan’s or other organisations like that.
People who live at such homes learn to manipulate
short-hand typewriters and learn to do shorthand,

Ttem 36 is for a vote of $1,020 for the ‘‘Civie
Circle’’. T think the Civie Circles has really been
performing a useful job in this island, and I did hope
that some more recognition would have been made
this year to the valuable work which they did espe-
cially on the oceasion of Royal visits and other such
visits, by the substantial increase in the vote for
the Civie Circle,

I may also mention that the windows by the
sea in Bay Street as well as the gardens at the
Housecraft Centre and other places are really a
credit to this community; and it is a pity that
the other Departments of Government do mot
follow suit in beautifying the surroundings of the
City and the rural areas. Now the other organi-
sation which does good work in my opinion is that
of the S.P.C.A. That Association has numerous
dutieg to perform. They have to conduct prosecutions
in the Courts; they turn up more promptly than the
Fire Brigade when they are wanted for any animal
injured and generally they carry out good work
in this country. I am rather surprised that only the
paltry sum of $720 has been allocated under this
vote for the Barbados Society for the Prevention of
eruelty to Animals.

Other honourable members have already com-
mented on the fact that the total vote for the Salva.
tion Army is only $720 and therefore, Mr., Chairman,
I would not worry to make any further comments on
that because we now understand from the Hon. Min-
ister of Finance that no application has been made
for an increase of the subvention which they get from
this Government.
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 There ig one vote in respect of Item 19, *‘Com-
missioners of Highways’’, a vote of $113,480, and 1
would really like to see a break down of this amount.
We know that the amounts are fixed by the Act of
1900, but I am sure that honourable members would
like to see a break down as to the manner in which
this additional vote of $113,480 would be allocated
beeause over and above the amount fixed by law there
is'a subsidy to the Commissioners of Highways of
each of the parishes. Surely if this Department is
under the control of the Minister of Works he must
know by now how they intend to split up the addi-
tional vote. There is an unfair distribution of the
amounts allocated to the parishes under this Head;
if the Hon, Minister of Communications and Works
has the figures we would normally expect that a full
explanation would be given as to the manner in which
the work is earried out.
Looking at this Head of the Estimates on the
whole, T would say that the general policy of the

Government as regards subsidies as set out here
leaves a lot to be desired. I do hope that some Items
which are here will not be here in the next Estimates,
Ttems like the Victoria Emigration Society and one
or two other Items of that nature; and that far more
accurate estimates will be made of the varying needs
of the several bodies, groups and associations which
are Government subsidised, and that a more level
policy will be introduced in the next Estimates. I
hope that I will not have to repeat any of the strie-
tures and ecriticisms which I have made under this
Head when we mnext have to debate matters of this
kind.

5.30 a.m.

Mr. TUDOR: There was one disquieting fea-

ture of the Premier’s remarks in reply to the main
portion of this debate on this question of the subsidy.
It is this: it is true ag I said that either this Com-
pany is flourishing or it is not. I said that more
from argument than anything else. I did not expect
he would say that we must subsidise this Company
because it is actually losing money; but he hag sub-
stantiated the point I made about the information
we should have. It appears that he is bitterly opposed
to certain features of the agreement and that is pleas-
ant news. I am sorry to hear that the main reason
for the Government wanting to subsidise or to pay a
subsidy to B.W.LA. is that it is losing money; but
it seems to me that in the last three or four years they
are down at least $11% million. If the facts as given
by the Hon. Premier are true, there is all the more
reason why we should not subsidise losses.
. This company, if it has been losing must be los-
ing for reasons which are best known to itself. Are
we to be asked to believe that the only means of
arresting this downward trend in the finances of
B.W.IA. is to subsidise it? In any case, it is true
that the subsidies will come from all over the Carib-
bean, but if they are losing more than a quarter of
a half million dollars a day, a subsidy if it is to do
any good, must be in the vicinlty of what they are
actually losing.

Suppose however, they continue to run ineffici-
ently, or that more bad luck follows them up so that
their losses become greater. If you establish the
principle that you must give them a subsidy because
they make out a case that they are losing, if they
come next year or the year after and ask for $20,000
you cannot say that you are not giving them because
you are committed to a principle to underwriting
their losses. I wish that the Premier in addition to
disagreeing with certain features of the agreement,
h@d also said that he was prepared to take steps to
withdraw the subsidy if and when it seemed that
more money would be required of us. I think that

onece you establish a principle of underwriting their
losses you will not know where to draw the line.

On the contrary the company might even begin
within the next three years. But until it starts to
make a profit by some favourable turn of luck, say
make a profit you must still be subsidising it and the
profit in that ease would certainly not be a true pro-
fit. You may be told if you attempt to withdraw the
subsidy, that it is the subsidy on which the company
relies to make their finances look favourable. It will
be just like taking a chair frem under a man just as
he is about to sit or after he is seated comfortably.
The Government is bound to come up against that
difficulty; and it is very disquieting to have it ad-
mitted that the company is actually losing at a great
rate, and therefore, the subsidy is not so much to
encourage them to improve their services but to put
money back into the shareholders’ pockets.

I do feel unhappy about it, and I am sorry that
this debate is taking place in this atmosphere. I had
hoped that we could have left this Chamber long be-
fore now, and return to this problem refreshed; but
I am afraid that the Government’s obstinacy has
made that impossible, It is a pity because a matter
like this needs not only more thought but greater
thought. I cannot find it possible to support this
idea of a subsidy either in principle or in any other
way.

When I turn to the agreement 1 see some
things which appear to me even more disquieting
than the Premier’s fears. It may be that members
of the Government find it possible to hate some
thing bitterly and at the same time push it through
the House. I am sure that if I disliked it more
than the Premier does, even if I found myself dis-
liking it half as bitterly as he does, I could not
certainly recommend this House to adopt it.

Now, the first thing that catches my eye is a
stipulation in Clause 2, which says, ‘‘The Com:
pany doth hereby agree with the Governments
concerned that all times during the continuanee
of this Agreement or of any renewal thereof ete.’’

Then you find in Clause 4, ‘‘During the con
tinuance of this Agreement the Company shall
maintain and operate the said service over the

said routes at the weekly seating capacities and

weekly frequeney of trips each way specified in
the TFirst Sechedule hereto, and any extension

thereof as may be provided in pursuance of the -

requirements of Clause 1 ete.”’

You will never be able to give the Company
enough ; you cannot pour enough money upon them
to make them flourish. They have to undertake
not only to maintain but to expand their services
which they cannot possibly do if their situation
is as the Premier says it is. If it is like that they
can certainly never expand their services; it will
be all they can do to maintain it.

I see in Clause 5 (2) that, ‘‘the Company
shall provide a service for the carriage of persons,
lnggage and goods by the shortest practicable route,
and shall use its best endeavours to avoid night
stops on any journey between any two Islands or
Colonies. The Company shall also ecarry mail by
the quickest practicable means, and for that pur-
pose shall be obliged to carry such mail if neces-
sarv by indirect route. Such service shall bhe
available to the public within the limits of air-
eraft capacity, and the Company shall within such
limits be bound without any diserimination to carry
for reward all persons (save any person declared
to be a prohibited immigrant by the Government of
any territory to which he may be proceeding or

through which he may be transit) who may desire
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" to utilize such services, etc.”” That is alright. They

do that even now.

There is something which I find very disturb
ing in the portion of the Agreement which I have
just quoted. How will B.W.I.A, know before hand
that a person is going to be a prohibited immigrant
unless he had been made one before he gets on the
plane? If a man gets into a plane to go to Trinidad
or Jamaica, how will the Airline authorities know
that he is going to be declared a prohibited immi-
grant? If when he gets there and he is to come

back on the plane, is B.W.I.A. saying that they

will leave him there?

I feel very disturbed about that. 1 do not
think it should rest with B.W.I.A. to say what sort
of person they will convey and to know beforehand
that certain people are going to be prohibited immi-
grants.

5.50 a.m.

One other thing and it is this: the stipulation
here is that the Company should send to each of
the Governments concerned a copy of the audited
accounts and balance sheet as soon as practicable
after the annual general meeting. Of course it has
8 nght to do that if it is spending our money. The
point is even that will not satisfy us. The informa.
tion contained in the balance sheet may be valua-
ble but is it not what should be given? I would be
more courteous by saying that even before.the sub-
sidy was asked for it should have been given. That
is perhaps the most disturbing feature of all the
possible explanation of the Company’s activities
not necessarily to do with this present agreement

This is how Section 12 1s worded :— ‘“‘The Com-
pany shall be at liberty to negotiate with the Gov
ernment of any British Colony or Island in the
said area, not being a party hereto, for the exten
sion of the said service to and from such Colony
or Island: Provided that the terms and conditions
of any agreement in that behalf shall not be more
favourable in any respect than those contained in
this Agreement, but no such negotiations shall’ be
completed by any agreement unless the same shall
first have been submitted to and approved by the
Governments concerned. In the event of any differ-
ence arising between the Governments concerned or
any of them and the Company concerning the in-
clusion in or omission from any agreement so sub-
mitted for approval of any terms or conditions o1
concerning the specific provisions of any terms or

" conditions contained therein, such differences shali

be settled by arbitration in manner hereinafter
provided.’’

If you are giving that company a subsidy and
still allowing them the distinetion of making other
agreements you have no control over them. The
company is not bound to disclose anything to you;
they may negotiate with Governments outside of
the British Caribbean area and maybe you will not be
able to influence other Governments. I do not think
that ig satisfactory at all.

Then there is this last point:—

‘“(8) (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of
paragraph (1) of this Clause, the Company hereby
recognises the right of the Director of Civil Avia.
tion or other appropriate authority of each of the
@Governments coneerned to issue permits under the
Air Navigation (Licensing) Regulations of such
Government, and the issue of such permits shall not
constitute a breach of this agreement unless the
same are issued in such numbers or in such a man-

‘ner as may reasonably be regarded as an undue inter-
-ference ‘with the exclusive right granted to the

Company by parafrraph (1) of this Clause to operate
the said service over the said routes.’’ :

The Director of Civil Aviation must assure
yvou that these promises are in such a way ds not
to give undue interference. With regard to the ex-
clusive right granted to B.W.L.A., honestly I can-
not understand that. I agree with the Hon. Premier
that there are disquieting features about this agree-
ment and if he says that Government is really dis-
turbed about it and disturbed about some of the
Clauses, I can well feel so. My reading of this pro-
posed agreement makes me wonder whether the
service is justified and for that reason even if your
Director of Civil Aviation is going to be circum-
geribed in his duty, in his promise which he ‘is
granted merely because this particular Company
is being granted a monopoly. If the prineiple -is
right I think this thing need not to have been in-
cluded.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman I rise on a point
of Order. There is no quorum. Send for the Speaker.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I will have to call the
Marshal,

A member emtered the Commitiece and took his
seat to form @ quorum.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I would like to
know whether the Marshal is a Party Whip or
whether he is there to obey your orders
6.000 a.m.

As 1 was saying Mr. Chairman, the Gov-
ernment itself in the words of the Hon.
Premier has told us that it is not satisfied with this
proposed agreement; and as I have said before, it
seems as if I anticipated what the Premier was
about to say. It appears that they have said that
they would not give more than a certain amount
and that $10,000 was the sum which they thought
fit to give. T am appealing to the Government to
see that if they are convinced as I am that this is
an unhappy agreement, it would not be in the best
advantage to this island to sign it, and it certainly
would not be to the best advantage of this island to
make such an enormous outlay as this $10,000 is for
a subsidy. Of course if you feel that you are in
favour of postponing it until a 1ater day we will
gladly agree with you,

It is therefore very disturbing to know that a
Government which shares the disquiet of hon.
members about this proposed agreement is still pre-
paring to recommend it to the House and even to
foree it through. I hope it is on reeord that thke
Premier had said that he dislikes certain features of
the agreement and that he could not find it possible
to agree to everything in it. They have insisted that
they do not want the publiec to feel that $10,000 is
the absolute limit of what they are prepared to
spend. T hope that it goes on record because the
public of future generations will want to know why
if their opposition to this matter is as great as thiey
say it is, they are still supporting it? What are-the
reasons for that? If the Company is lesing money
the more money that you can offer to help it you
should offer. Why should you give it rather less
than it needs and hope that that amount will pull
it through? I have no more emphas1s at my com-
rand to record my feelings in this matter; there
is nothing more that I can do but to appeal to the
Government to reconsider this matter. Hon. mem-
bers who have spoken against this subsidy and this
proposed agreement have had their strongest argu-
ments supplied to them by the Premier himself.
Certainly he has said nothing to convince me that
I was not right, but it was heartening to hear from
him that arguments which I held and still hold

S
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against these measures, are held by him and by
members of the Government to such an extent that
they are willing to use them to ratify this proposed
agreement. However, there is still something which
we have not yet been told. Suppose you take the
Premier at his word and rely on him to get a more
favourable agreement; suppose he tries to get one
and does not succeed; I do not think he could
undertake to take the words of other West Indian
Governments in this matter; and suppose they ar-
prepared to go all out along the lines with BW.LLA
and whereas we have reservations; suppose he is
cutvoted in this matter and therefore finds himself
. in a minority against other Governments! Would
we not therefore find ourselves further committed
to aspects of this agreement that we have not thought
out carefully and to which you are still opposed?
The key to this whole matter is this subsidy; when
onee you put this money at the disposal of the
B.WLA. and you have committed yourself to pay
the subsidy, there is no means of taking yourself
out of an impossible situation. Wisdom requires
that if the Government feels unhappy, if it feels
that it does not like this agreement, wisdom would
dictate caution or even refusal in asking for this
subsidy; because if you start to pay a subsidy mno
matter what you say afterwards, you have accepted
the case put up to you by B-W.ILA, You cannot say
to the other Government ““T am paying this subsidy, I
am making my contribution to the agreement, but
there are certain features of the agreement with
which T do not agree.”” If there are certain features
you do not agree with, you are not doing right to
pay this subsidy; they may ask for more. That is
how T feel about it.

Obviously we cannot stay here all day, but 1
think that this debate has served a useful purpose
in more ways than one; this trial of strength can
work both ways. When we suggested that we
should adjourn at midnight so that everybody could
get much needed rest and come back here and at-
tend to this matter, they said they wanted to go
on a little longer and completely broke faith with
hon., members; they broke faith with those
who sit on this side and who felt their respon-
sibility in coming back here to go through these
Estimates, I can stay here until anytime and I
hope that they have learnt that particular lesson.
Tt is silly to taunt hon. members to that extent;
twelve hours is long enough time and we should
have adjourned. I hope this debate has taught
them a lesson.

6.10 a.m.

On the positive side as far as the issue we
are actually diseussing is concerned, I think that
if we did not stay here we would not have known
what we actually do know; and those who are in-
terested enough in the matter to want to have it
Qiscussed might have gone home and it might
have. been passed, and vital facts such as the ones
that the Premier gave might not have been, indicated
to this House and through this House to the pub-
lic. Therefore, I feel that the debate has served
@ useful purpose.

Mr. Chairman, I have done all that it is
humanly possible for me to do to appeal to the
‘Government to think twice about this matter in-
asmuch as they themselves are unhappy about it.
I am counselling them not to enter into an agree-
ment or course of action which does not seem al-
right to them. I have done that which I consider
my duty; but I still reserve the right of disasso-
ciating myself from any action which this House

may take on this matter, because I am unalter-
ably opposed to this subsidy.

Mr. BARROW rose.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS rose.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman—

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I was on my
feet before the hon. member.

Hon. ¢. H. ADAMS: I agree with only
one thing that the hon. member has just said, and
that is that this debate has taught us something.
It will not be the first time in the history of Par-
liaments that a thing of this sort has led to the
tightening up and establishment of rules which will
grevent members of parliament from making a
farce of its proceedings. At least we are grateful
for the occasion which shows the mnecessity for
tightening up the Rules of this House.

Mr. BARROW: Is the hon, member speak-
ing on this Head or not, or is he trying to abso-
lutely negate the principle of Parliamentary de-
mocracy by trying to impose a dictatorship on
this country?

Mr. CHATRMAN: The question is that Head
28, stand part. ,

Mr. BARROW: Before you put the ques-
tion—

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I have put the question.

Mr. BARROW: You began to put the ques-
tion but you did not put it.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member was on
hig feet and then he gave way. I rule the hon.
member out of order,

Mr. BARROW: 1 submit to your ruling. I
hope you will remember that I am still speaking
on this Head.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is that—

Mr., BARROW: I am still speaking on this
matter. I am asking you to call the Speaker.

HON. DR. CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I beg
to move that you do now report progress and ask for
leave to sit again.

HON. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

_Mr. BARROW: T feel econstrained to say Mr.
Chairman, that you engineered my sitting so as
to put the question, because after I sat you put
the question again,

‘ The question that the Chairman report pro-
gress and ask for leave to sit again, was put and
agreed to.

‘ Mr. ' CHAIRMAN left the Chadr, and Mr.
SPEAKER resumed the Chair, and reported
accordingly.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I feel cons
strained to draw to Your Honour’s attention what
transpired in Committee. Before the Chairman
put the question that the Committee report pro-
gress and ask for leave to sit again, I rose to my
feet on two occasions and the Chairman stopped
me, and gave the hon. senior member for St. Joseph
priority. Before he put the question a third time
I again pointed out to the Chairman that I wasg
still speaking on the Head. The Chairman of
Committees shouted me down but the hon. senior
member for St. Joseph was not told anything.

I feel it is my duty to bring it to the attention
of Your Honour that the Chairman made a de-
liberate attempt to stifle the expression of opinion
in debating this matter. I think that what we have
witnessed here today, Mr. Speaker, is a direct
denial of the right of members of this House to
speak when the House is in Committee on any
question.

I have told the Chairman that if he wanted
me to give way to the senior member for St.

SR
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Joseph I would do so provided I had the right to
speak after that hon. member. I hope Your Hon-
our will take appropriate action. I regard it as
B direct denial of my constitutional rights. Your
Honour is well aware of the circumstances under
which we are sitting at this early hour of the
morning. There is a deliberate attempt to foist
upon us a form of obnoxious dictatorship that I
as a representative of the people in one of the
most honourable and ancient parliaments in the
Empire will not tolerate for one moment. 1 as-
sume that the Chairman of Committees is a respon-
pible officer and should not be guilty of behaviour
of that kind, nor submit in any way to the foist-
ing of a rule in this country which we would all
abhor.

Mr. TUDOR: I rise not to detain you sir,
but just to bear witness to what the hon. member
for St. George has said. It was a flagrant denial
of justice on the part of the Chairman of Com-
mittees, although I think that in fairness to him
he could have been tired, and therefore a little
jittery. But what he did in the last resort to deny
the hon. member his rights and shout him down, he
did at the behest of the hon. senior member for St.
Joseph, aided and abetted by the honourable senior
member for St. Michael. I think it was with the
connivance, and at the instigation of those two mem-
bers that he acted in this drastic manner,

Mr. . L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, this is
one of those regrettable things which happen. [
hope Your Honour will act in a way that would
not allow this issue to go further than it has al-
ready gome.

After 18 hours sitting 1 believe you will know
that tempers will get frayed. As I warned the Hon.
Premier yesterday I am a younger man than he, and I
believe I can withstand this strain more than he.
Sir, when you come to the end of the race you meet
horses tumbling down at the pole. After a race
is run somebody must win. However I am quite
gerious. At this time of the day it is known that
tempers will get frayed. The hon. senior member for
8t. George did not feel like giving way when he
saw the Chairman there a very tired man. Tempera-
mentally, the hon. senior member for St. George
and the hon. senior member for St. Joseph seem to be
cast in the same mould.

Mr. BARROW.: I resent that statemjent
about my being cast in the same mould as the hon.
genior mlember for St. Joseph. The day that I am
cast in the same mould as he, T will commit suicide.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: There is nothing un-
parliamentary in what he says; the Premier would
say the same thing. I would say that we have to learn
before we reach a certain stage. I never objected to
something which was done not long ago. I do feel now
that the debate has ended there should not be any re-
course to any bad feeling. ANl that T would say is
that the Hon] Premier should realise sometimies
that when a suggestion is made to him in good
faith that he should be more willing to accept the
suggestion in good faith. Mr. Speaker, that is all

I would like to say at this stage. 1 take the view

that you are quite capable of dealing with this matter. :

P

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chairman has not de

sisted the charges made by the hon, senior mem- !

ber for St. George and confirmed by the hon.
junior member for St. Lmey, and they are very

serious charges against an official of this House, -

They are such charges that if hon. members want e '

a compete result of them, they would have to be ;I
put in a formal substantive motion for which due

notice will have to be given, I do not know if
the hon. senior member for St. George hag such

intention, but I take a very serious view of what

he has said especially since the hon, junior mem-
ber for St. Peter has said that he hoped this would
be the end of the matter. It might be; but if the
charges made by the senior member for St. George
can be proved it would resnli rather seriously, and
I think it would have to be the subject of a substan-
tive motion ; but as the honourable junior member for
St. Peter has suggested we may as well iron out this
matter placidly, T will be just only too willing to
do so.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I just would
like to make my feelings eclear on this matter.
This was a deliberate act on the part of the Hon.
Premier, the Hon. Minister of Communications in
active collusion with the Chairman of Commit-
tees to flout the constitutional rights and privileges
of this House, T think it is high time that respon-
sible members in London vead the debates of this
Chamber. The Hon. Premier said that he is going
to redraft the Rules and threatened to redraft the
Rules so that debate on matters like these can be
stifled. Obviously there was a pre-arrangement be-
tween the two Hon. Ministers and the Chairman
to stifle my efforts to continue the debate that T did
not finish. Nobody wounld say that T tried to re-
strict the proceedings longer than was necessary,
because I was one of those hon. members who sug-
gested that the Committee should report progress
and ask for leave to sit again.

If something does not come out of this mat-
ter the next thing is that we will not be allowed to
speak in this House of Assembly. I do not mind
when Your Honour is in the Chair, but T mind

if Officials of the House are going to behave in this -
manner ‘then it is a conspiracy to throw all eon-.

stitutional and parliamertary democracy in this
colony to the ground. . '

Mr. Speaker, I intend to take up this mat-
ter at a subsequent meeting of this House so that
it will go on record and be brought out that the
Leader of the Government was actively connected
in this dastardly plot to flout the customs and
privileges of this House.

Adjournment

The gquestion that this House do now adjourn

until Thursday the 10th instant at 12 (Noon) was
put and resolved in the affirmative without diwis-

z:on and My. Speaker odjourned the House aceord-
ingly.

6.33 a.m,

———
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