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THE

 House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION 1954—b5

p—

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday 22nd. March, 1955.
Pursuant to adjournment the House of Assem-
bly met at 3 o’clock p.m. today. :

PRESENT:

: His Hon. K. N. R. HusBaNDs (Speafer), Hon.
Dr. H. G. H. Cummins, C.B.E,, M.D., C.M., (Minis-
ter of Social Services), His Honour A. E. 8. LEws,

{Deputy Speaker), Hon. M. E. Cox, (Munmster of.

Communications, Works and Housing), Mr. L. E.
SwuitH, J.P. (Chairman of Committees), Hon. R. G.
Marp; (Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour,) Mr
J. A. Hayxes B.A,, Mr. V. B. Vaveran, Hon. C. E.
Tanma, (Minister of Agriculture, Londs and Fish-
eries), Mrs. E. E. Bourng, Mr. J. C. Tupor, M.A.

Prayers ‘were read.
MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that the Minutes of the last meeting are
not yet ready for circulation.

PAPERS LAID

By Command of His Excellency the Governor
Papers were lasd as follows :—

Hon’ble Dr. H. 6. H. CUMMINS, for the Prem-
jer :—Message No. 6/1955 from His Excellency the
Governor to the Honourable the House of Assembly
regarding the Pre-Federal Commissions.

MESSAGE No. 6/1955.

His Excellency the Governor
To
The Honourable the Houvse of Assembly

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to
jnform the Honourable the Hcuse of Assembly that,
in eonsequence of the adoption of the Federal Plan
by the Legislatures of all the territories concerned,
Her Majesty’s Government is taking steps to ap-
point three Commissions for the purpose of workirg
out with a minimum of delay, the fiscal, Civil Ser-

vice and judicial arrangements for the British Carib-
bean Federation.

2. The Headquarters of these Commissions will
be at Hastings House. This will facilitate discussion
between the Commissioners of any points that may
arise requiring common consideration, and will enable
the Comptroller of the Development and Welfare
Organisation, and Mr. J. S. Mordecai, Executive
Secretary of the Regional Eeonomie Committee, who
hzve been designated respectively Commissioner and
Assistant Commissioner, for the preparation of the
Federal Organisation, to be immediately available
for discussions with the Commissioners. Thé Com-
missions will travel round in accordance- with ‘the
needs of their enquiries. T

3. Her Majesty’s Government is making a
grant towards the cost of the Commissions, and it i§
understood that those West Indian Governments
which provide Secretaries for the Commissions will
meet their salaries and expenses incurred on their
account. It is proposed that the balance of the ex-

- penses of the Commissions will, subject to the ap-

proval of the Legislatures concerned, be divided be-
tween the several territories in agreed proportions;
When firm details are available, a Resolution will
be sent down to the Honourable Legislature. '

4. The Secretary of State for the Colonies has
recently announced that the Chairman of the three
Commissions will be:— o

1. Fiscal Commission—Sir Sydney Caine,
K.C.M.G., who formerly served in the
Colonial Office, where he finished as
Deputy Under Secretary of State, and
Her Majesty’s Treasury, and is at
present Vice-Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Malaya, which has generously
agreed to lend his services. He was
Secretary of the West Indies Sugar
Commission in 1929-30, Secretary of
the United Kingdom Sugar Industry
Enquiry Committee in 1934, Financial
Secretary, Hong Kong in 1937, and =
member of the Anglo-American Carib.-
bean Commission in 1942.

2. Ciwil Service Preparatory Commission
—=Sir - James Robertson, K.C.M.G.,
K.B.E, formerly Civil Seeretary of the
Sudan Government, who was Chair.
man of the British Guiana Constitu-
tional Commission in 1954
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3. Judical Commission—Sir Allan Chalm-
ers Smith, M.C., who recently retired
as Chief Justice, Sierra Leone,

5. It is proposed that each Commission should
co-opt a member from each territory, and the fol-
lowing officials have been appointed to represent
Barbados :— |

1. Fiscal Commission — Financial Sec-
retary.

2. Civil Service Preparatory Commission
—The Homnourable Chief Secretary.

3. Judicial Commission—The Honourablé
Acting Attorney General in the absence
on vacation leave of the Honourable
Attorney (General

6. The Secretary of the Civil Service Prepara-
tory Commission will be Mr. G. Mancini, of the
Secretariat, Trinidad who is expected to take up
his duties on or about the 1st April. The Chairman
of this Commission is expected to arrive about the
middle of the same month. It is not yet known whén
the other two Commissions will begin their task.

R. D. H. ARUNDELL,
Governor,
Government House,
Barbados.
22nd March, 1955.

The Civil Establishment (General) (Amend-
ment) No. 8 Order, 1955,

. Hon’ble M. E. COX, Minister of Communica-
tions, Works and Housing: Statements of Post
Office Advances for payment of Money Orders to
31st December, 1954 and 31st January, 1955.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Report on visit to the
United Kingdom by the Minister of Trade, Industry
& Labour and the Labour Commissioner regarding
emigration to the United Kingdom.

In connection with this sir, I would like to state
that further statement on Government’s policy as
regards this matter will be laid at the next meeting.

REPLIES TO QUESTIONS

Hon. Dr, H. G. H. CUMMINS (for the Premier)
Reply to Question No. 11 asked by Mr. F. L. Waleott
regarding War Service Credit.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS (for the Premier) :
Reply to Question No. 20 asked by Mr. J. B. T.
Branckeg regarding the post of Queen’s Solicitor.

Hon. M. E. COX, Minister of Communications,
‘Works and Housing : Reply to Question No. 21 asked
by Mr. J. A. Haynes regarding the water supply in
the White Hill, Mount Hall and Dorants Hill areas.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Government Notices were given as follows—

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: (for the Premier):
Resolution to approve the Order entitled ‘‘The Civil
Establishment (General) (Amendment) No. 3 Order,
1955.7?

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: (for the Premier):
Bill to amend the Police Act, 1908.
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: (for the Premier):

Bill to consolidate and amend the Acts of the Island
relating to the keeping and auditing of public
accounts.

Hon. M. E. COX, (for the Premier): Bill to
make provision for the payment of pensions out of
the general revenue of the Island to certain former
employees of the Commissioners of Highways of the
Parish of St. Joseph.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Bill to amend the Sugar
Industry Rehabilitation, Price. Stabilization and
Labour Welfare) (Local Consumption) Aet, 1952.

Hon. R. G. MAPP : Bill to amend and eonsclidate
the laws relating to weights and measures.

PRIVATE MEMBERS NOTICES
Privates Members Notices were given as follows—
Mr. BARROW : Of the following Address:—

The House Of Assembly
To
His Ezcellency The Governor

The House of Assembly consider that, in order
to give fuller and more equitable representation in
the General Assembly of this Istand, legislation should
ke introduced at an early date to provide for a re-
allocation of seats on a population basis of one seat
for a unit of 3,000 voters.

Mr. CRAWFORD : Of the following Address:—

The House of Assembly
To :
His Ezcellency The Governor

The House of Assembly is of the considered
opinion that legislative sanction should be sought
for the temporary transfer of the sum of $1,200,000
from the Sugar Industry Price Stabilization Reserve
Fund, which now stands at $6,678,784.07, and the
greater part of which it is unlikely will be utilized
in the immediate future, for the purpose of advane-
ing loans of a minimum amount of £50 to at least
5,000 workers, of both sexes, for whom efforts should
be made to provide employment in the United King-
dom under contract.

2. The House would draw Your Excellency’s
atténtion to the recent statement by the British
Ministry of Labour that there are over 300,000 jobs
going abegging in Britain and would point out that
the grave unemployment situation in Barbados
makes it imperative that jobs be found abroad im-
mediately for an appreciable portion of the colony’s
labour forece until such time as domestic develop-
ment: ean absorb them ; moreover, the emigrant work-
ers will acquire new skills and other educational
advantages which shall be of practical value to
them on their return.

3. The House is of the further opinion that:

(1) since the U.K. stands badly in need
of workers, that individual contracts or works
agreements should be sought in order that
migrants be placed in jobs on their arrival in
Britain, and that with this end in view the
assistance should be solicited of the Colonial
Office, the Ministry of Labour, Labour Ex-
changes, as well as industrial, agricultural, con-
structional concerns, employers of domestie
labour, and other appropriate agencies.

(2) Proper arrangements be made for the
repayment of the Iloans within a reasonable
time, and with a nominal rate of interest, and
that it should be a matter for consultation with
the U.K. Government what steps should be
taken, if necessary, in order to ensure that
workers who enter Britain under agreement,
return home at the expiration of their contracts.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On the motion of Hon. Dr. CUMMINS seconded
by Hon. M. E. COX, a Bill to amend, the Police Act,
1908, was read a first fime.
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On the motion of Hon. Dr, CUMMINS seconded

by Hon. M. E. COX, a Bill to consolidate and amend

the Acts of the Island relating to the keeping and

auditing the public accounts wus read a first time.

On the motion of Hon. M. E. COX, seconded
by Hon. C. E. TALMA, a Bill to make provision
for the payment of pensions out of the general
revenue of the Island to certain former employees
of- the Commissioners of Highways of the pamsh of
St. Joseph, was read o first time.

On motion of Hon. R, G. MAPP seconded by
Hon. C. E. TALMA, o Bill to amend the Sugar
Industry (Rehabilitation, Price  Stabilization and
Labour Welfare) (Local Consumption) Act, 1952,
was read a first time.

On motion of Hon. B. . MAPP, seconded by
Hon, C. E. TALMA, q Bill to amend and consolidate
the laws relating to wetghts and measures was reed
¢ first time.

3.25 p.m.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, the Order
above Government business deals with a Report of the
Select Committee appointed to consider and recom-
mend the person to fill the Post of Messenger and
Library Attendant of this House and it stands in the
name of the Hon: Premier. I am not conversant with
that Order and I would rather postpone it until the

next meeting. I am therefore asking leave to postpone

that Order. 4
There being no objection, leave was granted the
hon. member.

COUNCIL AMENDMENTS TO MARRIED
WOMAN'S (SEPARATION AND
MAINTENANCE) ACT, 1950

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 1 stands in the
name of the Hon. Minister of Social Services: to
move the consideration of the Amendments of the
hon. Legislative Council to the Bill to amend the
Married Woman’s (Separation and Maintenance)
Act, 1950.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, Order Noi

1 deals with the Amendments from the Other Place
to the Bill to amend the Married Woman’s ( Separa-
tion and Maintenance) Act 1950. These Amendments
were circulated among hon. members and I take it
that they have seen them, The first amendment deals
with sub-section (b) of section 2 as passed by this
House. The word ‘‘not’’ was omitted before the word
‘‘due’’ in line 4 and after the word. ‘‘neglect;’’ in
line 5 the last phrase has been deleted and the follow—
ing phrase added in its place: ‘‘no order to enforce
the payment of the areas shall be made.”’ T am not a
lawyer but it seems to me that the amendment dees
clarify the situation.

Now as regards the next sub-section (c¢) the
word ‘‘fourteen’’ appearing in line 2 has been deleted
and the word fifteen’’ has been inserted in its place.

Lower down in sub-section (2) of seetion 2 the
words ‘‘order to enforce payment as aforesaid is
made’’ are inserted in place of the words ‘‘warrant of
commitment to prison is issued’’ therefore the sub-
section now reads as follows :—

(2) Where on a complaint made pursuant to
the provisions of the preceding. subsection no order
to enforce payment as aforesaid is made, the com-
plaint may be renewed on the ground that the cir-
cumstances of the husband have changed.;”’

Here again the amendment made by the Other
Place does seem to make the situation clearer.

There are two amendments to section 3. The
word ‘‘the’” appearing in line 2 after the word
““‘ingerting’’ has been deleted and the word ‘i
has been inserted in its place. Also the ﬁgure

““(6)”’ appearing in the same line after the word
‘“‘paragraph’’ has been deleted and the letter ““ (b)’’--
has been inserted in its place.

I think these amendments are all agreeable and
1 beg to move that they be now read a first time.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirm-
ative without division.

Hon Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that these
amendments be now read a second time.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Speaker, it is obvious that while.

“this House to a certain extent is a little lax in taking

note of these obvious mistakes, in paragraph ‘“(b)”’
cf section 2 and paragraph (c) of the same section as:

“well as section (3), it is quite obvious that the Law

Officers of the Crown are taﬂung the. opportunity to
correet their own mistakes in the Other Place; and
that is something which this House should place on
record. This House should state that it has observed”
that this practice has been initiated in eonsideration

of Bills in this colony by the Other Place.

The President of the Other Place is very particu-

lar to let us know of anything which we have done
‘that is wrong. I think it is well that this House should.
‘place on record that it observes that these errors in
‘draftsmanship are being corrected in the Other Place,

‘and that the Bills are sent back to this House t0'

amend something which should have been done by
the Crown Law Officer before the Bill came into this

‘House. They have put section ‘‘fourteen’’ for ‘‘fif-

teen’’ and such things as that. I think it is necessary
that some member of this House should say that.

»Mr. BAR«RO’W’: :Ome
why this Amendment

of the. main reasons
to the " Aet has, come

‘to this Honourable Chamber is because of the
‘recaleitrant attitude of the
~member for St. Joseph who'is supposed to be the legal
~expert on the Government’s Bench. Time after time

honourable senior

the honourable junior member for the City and I

‘have brought to the attention of the Government
not only the Printers’

érrors and .mistakes’ which
may be attributable to' some oversight on the part

‘either of the Ministers or the Printers, but we have
‘pointed out gross negligence in the draftmg of Bills,

I would like to say this: this partieular Amendment,

‘which is a very important one, was put through the
:House at a late hour, and I brought it to the atten-

tion of the Government that all the amendments em-
bodied in the amending Bill were directly contrary
not only to the spirit of the law but to the very Pre-
amble at the top of the Bill and to what the Judiciary
and the Government itself wanted to achieve. Unfor-
tunately for reasons which I cannot now accurately

.assess, the Government paid no heed or they were

unaware of the fact that T had drawn to their atten-
tion that the Bill was wrong. Time after time we
have pointed out these errors only to be browbeaten
2nd bamboozled and informed that the Crown Law
Officers are paid high salaries, and we could not even
suggest that a Bill is wrong. I would like to go on
record as saying that neither the honourable junior
member for the City nor myself was present in the
House when this Bill was passed; but I draw it to
the attention of members of the Govemment that the
Bill was wrong. After it was passed I again drew it
to the attention of the Government and I personallv
went to the Attorney General and I told him that the
Bill was wrong; and in spite of that we have the
spectacle of this House being subjected to criticism
or laxity in the passing of legislation; and those
criticisms were even the subjeet of the passage of
this Bill in the Other Place and published in the Press,
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I want to go on record as saying that neither the
hcnourable junior member for the City nor myself
was present when this Bill was passed.

Mr. SPEAKER: I will warn the hon. member
that in my opinion he is getting perilously near to
breaking the Rules of the House in reflecting on a
vote of the House. ’

Mr. BARROW : As long as we are not actually
in peril, I do not think you will find me going over the
clitf'; but the very fact that the amendments have.been
sent down and we have to debate and pass the amend-
ments if we are passing these amendments, 1 want
to say that we are not only reflecting on a vote of this
House, but we are undoing something which we were
supposed to have done wrongly.

Myr. SPEAKER: A reflection can be made to
undo what has been done, - _ Cwl

Mr. BARROW: In that case I humbly submit
that 1 am in order to speak on the amendments if
the purpose of the amendment is to undo what has
been wrongly done. With all due deference to you,
sir, I am quite in order to speak on the amendments
ihemselves. I was only pointing out that although
we must bear responsibility for any legislation which
has been passed, the circumstances under which
these amendments were put through make it absolute-
ly imperative that I get it on record that it was done
during my absence, and when I had already drawn
to the attention of the Government that the legisla-
tion which they had before it did not meet the true
purpose of the Bill. When we come to the amend-
ments themselves I would like to point out this: the
Amendment (b) to Section 2 of the Bill which is
now before us, which is really an amendment to
Section 7 is the addition of a new Sub-clause to the
Act, 1950 and that Sub-clause reads as follows :—

“By inserting therein the following as Subsec-
tion (2) :—

(2) Where on a complaint made pursuant to the
provisions of the preeeding subsection no warrant
of commitment to prison is issued, the complaint may
be renewed on the ground that the circumstances of
the husband have changed.’’

I would like to point out that the new amendment
which has been sent down by the Other Place reads
this way:— ‘

‘“(2) Where on a complaint made pursuant to
the provisions of the preceding subsection no order
to enforce payment as aforesaid is made, the com-
plaint may be renewed on the ground that the eir-
cumstances of the husband have changed.”’

There is a slight difference between the amend-
ment which has been sent down and the amendment
which this House passed on a previous occasion. The
old amendment read: ‘‘where no warrant of commit-
ment to prison is issued.......... »» That is ridiculous,
because the whole purpose of issuing the warrant of
commitment to prison would be that the husband
by making default in being able to pay the arrears
and refusing to pay them, had committed contempt
for which he is liable to be committed on the warrant
of the Police Magistrate to Glendairy Prison for such
period as set out in the Act, concomitant with the
arrears due as would purge his contempt and having
purged his contempt the matter dies. The whole
cbject of commitment on that ground is fo act as a
deterrent to persons who would not meet their legal
cbligations. But this new amendment innocuous as
it may seem, raises some further complications.
3.45 p.m.

I am sure that my ecolleagues like the hon.
member for St. Lucy will be able to enlighten us
further on this point. It says here, ‘“Where on 2
complaint made pursuant to the provisions of the

preceding subsection no order to enforce payment
as aforesaid is made, the complaint may be renewed
on the ground that the circumstances of the husband
have changed.”’

Now, the first thing I would like to point out
io the Hon. Minister of Social Services is this: the
words, ‘‘previcus to the preceding subsection’’ are
entirely wrong, because this is now a part of sub-
seetion (1) numbered a, b, and c. This should ap-
pear, ‘‘on a complaint made pursuant to the pro-
visions on sub-section (1) (a).”” You should specify
€ach part of sub-section (1) to which the new sub-
section relates so as to make it abundantly eclear. The
other two sub-sections, b and ¢, do not contain any
provisions relating to non-enforeement on the grounds
of lack of means.

It is a eomplicated amendment; but there is no
excuse for the Crown Law Officers making elemen-
tary mistakes of this kind. If you go a little fur.
ther I will draw this to your attention: ‘‘the com-
plaint may be renewed on the ground that the
circumstances of the husband have changed.’’ That
raises certain difficulties both of procedure and of
practice which I feel myself constrained to bring
to the Hon. Minister of Social Services. The present
practice, which is in accordance with the statutory
practice is that after four weeks if a wife did not
bring a complaint for arrears she could not re-
cover anything anterior. What this sub-section i
now doing is this—I hope that the hon. senior

member for St. Luey is following me closely, because

he will be able baving practised longer than T have,
70 corroborate me on this point.

What this new sub-section is saying is, that z
husband may be out of work for twe or thres years;
the wife puts the usual four weekly complaint for
arrears, because she can only recover a maximum of
four weeks at a time before a Police Magistrate. The
man comes into Court time and time again; the Pro-
bation Officer makes an investigation and reports te
the Magistrate that the man is not in position to
pay. It may be as much as $40 per month. This
may go on for two years. At the end of two years
the man may get a job, a reasonably good job and
the Police Magistrate has it in his discretion to
make an order enforcing not four weeks but one
hundred and four weeks arreas, when the present
state of the law which is now to be changed, is that
you can only recover four weeks at a time.

Obviously in a community such' as this especially
when employmient is seasonal, there is a very good
reason for only enforcing four weeks at a time;
because if the wife is not diligent enough after her
rights to go to the court for four weeks to clear
arrears as mainfenance for herself or children,. it
would be most inequitable to allow her to go on a
trip around the world, making no effort to collect
her arrears, and at the end of two or three years
file a colossal claim against her husband, a claim
running into hundreds or thousands of dollars.

This sub-section is telling married women that
they can renew all their old complaints no matter
how long outstanding they may be. They can now
go into Court with all the old complaints that they
have not collected on before, and keep the man in
prison indefinitely; and where is she? To look at
legislation in a vacuum is one thing; to draft =
neat document with the commas and full stops in

the right places is not very diffieult. To see the-

comprehensive picture of the legislation is certainly
an art; and it is only by practical experience or by
being endowed to an extraordinary extent with native
ingenuity that a draftsman can foresee all the ram-

=
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ifications of an amendment such as the one we are
-considering now.

It seems to me therefore, that some sort of
compromise should be sought in the new sub-seetion
(2) of Section 7 of the Married Woman’s (Separa-
tion and Maintenance) Act. It would seem to me
that if a cane cutter is out of employment in August,
September, October, November and December and
Le gets a job in January at $18 a week, he only has
‘to pay his wife $5 a week and she has to borrow
money or credit goods during the period that he
was not in a position to pay. She cannot satisfy
‘the Police Magistrate that he was in a position to
pay. In those eircumstances I am not against the
wife being reimbursed to some extent for the ex-
‘penses which she encouraged during her husband’s
out of work period; but I would like to suggest to
the Minister of Social Services that some limit should
be placed on the amount which she may be in a
position to recover even under sub-section (2) of
section 7.

Therefore, I am suggesting that a new proviso
be added to this seetion to the effect that provided
that in no case, the wife may recover more than
‘twelve to sixteen weeks arrears in the discretion of
the Police Magistrate. I think that that would
zaore or less meet the bLill Mr. Speaker.

The present procedure is as I have said, that
the wife files the complaint, the husband says he
i3 unable to pay and the Probation Officer goes to
both of them and points out that the husband is
unable to pay. The Magistrate does not issue a
warrant committing him to prison. In the previous
Rubsection, if the Magistrate is satisfied that the
husband’s neglect to pay is not due to his own fault
the Magistrate makes no order at all.

In other words the wise thing which should be
done, is to dismiss the case without prejudice ; but the
-dismissal without prejudice should not extend when
:she ecomes to collect all the old arrears under a fresh
complaint further back than three or four months;
“that is twelve or sixteen weeks.

Mr. Speaker, in view of the observations which
I have just made, if they are worthy of consideration
by the Government, I respectfully beg to move that
further consideration of this amendment be now
‘postponed in order to give the Government time
tu consider any observations which have been made
‘here.

'3.55 p.m.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr Speaker, I am not
competent to express an_opinion on this matter of
Taw; I am ignorant of it, and, therefore I accept the
‘motion made by the honourable senior member for
‘St. George.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister of Social
‘Services has accepted the motion for the postpone-
mént of this measure.

CUSTOMS TARIFF BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 2 stands in the name
-of the Hon. Minister of Trade: second reading of
:a Bill to amend the Customs Tariff Aet, 1921.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, in order to
-carry out three objects, this Bill to amend the Cus-
~toms Tariff Act 1921 has been brought to the House.
"The first object concerns the fostering of the Sea
Island Cotton Industry. As the House knows
for fifteen years legisation has been enacted annually
to provide for the free importation into this island
of all articles manufactured wholly from Sea Island
Cotton grown in the British West Indies, with a view
4o fostering the development of a Sea Island Cotton

’

Industry. So long as we agree that this industry
should be developed and fostered, I think this House
will agree that it is better to bring an amendment
of this kind to the Aect, rather than to come dowi
every year with a similar Bill for that purpose. That
is the first object of this Bill.

The second object is to give effect to the recom-
mendations of the International Civil Aviation Or-
ganisation of which Barbados is a contracting
party that spare parts, maintenance and ground
equipment required by International Airlines should
be admitted duty free. As this island is one of the
comtracting  states, it is necessary to bring down
this amendment to give effect to this recommend-
ation of the International Civil Organisation. That
is the second object.

The third object of this Bill is of an educational
and cultura] character. We have had applications
from some organisations that we should allow them
to bring in educational films and apparatus
for that purpose free of duty; and the Government
has agreed to grant their requests so long, - of
course, as these things are of an educational and
cultural character and are not used for commercial
rurposes. One of these organisations which has made
application is the Barbados Wiorkers’ Union; and
we feel we should encourage these film slides and such
things as visua] aids, because.they would spread the
knowledge of trade union methods and other educa-
tiona] media among workers. We feel we should en-
courage the use of this medium and have as a result
brought down this amendment to the Aect.

There is an obvious safeguard where this amend-
ment is concerned, so that these films cannot bé&
shown for commercial purposes or nobody ean make
money by taking advantage of this amendment to
the Act. As I have said, T feel that this object is
worthy of promotion on the part of Govermment. [
Leg to move that this Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : I beg to second that.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, the first object
of this Bill is to make permanent the legislation which
was enacted annually for the free importation into
this island of all articles manufactured wholly from
Sea Island Cotton grown in the British West Indies,
iustead of having it under the annual Expiring Laws
Act because it is beyond fifteen years that we have
been enacting such legislation annually. A

As regards the exemption from Customs duty
of educational films and apparatus for that purpose,
that is a wise move because visual education is play-
ing a great part in the education of children in the
schools of Barbados. What I would like to ask the
Hon. Minister to do is to make every facility in this
respect available to the numerous private schools that
exist in Barbados. I feel they should be given the
same easy facility of bringing in this equipment
free of duty. As I have explained in the House
before, Heads of Departments are ignorant of the
effect of the Rules and Regulations which we make
from time to time, and people have had great
difficulty in convincing the authorities concerned as
to these Regulations. It is a fact that people have
to spend a lot of time and meet with great difficulty
in trying to get off duty on these things which are
duty free. T do hope that when this Act is put on
the Statute Book that the Hon. Minister would let
it be clearly understood that it is for all educational
purposes whether it is Government or non-Govern-
ment.

4.05 pm. -
We do not wish to make any loopholes where

people can profit by this. I know that there is »
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library existing in Trinidad today and educational
films are administered by the American Government;
and the Consulate here would be only too willing to
assist organisations. in Barbados with those films;
he has it under his consideration now; provided that
these filmms are shown free of charge to anyone or
to any committee or organisation and will be per-
mitted to enter free of duty in Barbados. I com-
pliment Government on having come down to pro-
vide this faecility. I think that not only schools but
organisations should be granted this facility.

Mr. LEWIS: So far as articles manufactured
from Sea Island Cotton are eoncerned, I have been
asking the Government for sometime now to put the
matter in the schedule of the Expiring Laws Coi-
tinuahce Act, but they have not seen fit to do so.
I understand that sometime near the end of last
year the last Act expired, and I do not see anything
ip this Act to make it retroactive; and I am won-
dering what is going to happen. I think that some
of the things made from Sea Island Cotton in the
interim have had to be duty paid, and I am there-
fore wondering if the Hon. Minister of Trade is
aware of that. This Act has only now been brought
in to provide for the free importation into this island
of articles manufactured from Sea Island Cotton on
a permanent basis; but so far as I know, the Gov-
ernment is trying to encourage the growing of Sea
Island Cotton in the British West Indies. That
may be a very good -thing for us to do especially at
this time when we are on the eve of Federation;
but Sir, these Sea Island Cotton garments are not
worn by the poor sections of the community. While
it may be a good thing to encourage the production
of this Sea Island Cotton in the British West Indies
in the spirit of federation, T would have preferred
to see the Government put this Bill under the Ex-
piring Laws ‘Continuance Act and re-enact it every

year; it only means the printing of an Expiring |

T.aws Act and it gives opportunity for the situation
to be reviewed. I see that there is an elaborate
certificate to be presented so that this duty will not
be paid; I have no doubt that they will mean what
they say.

As far as the British West Indies are concerned,
I am looking at part two of this appendix; I am
not familiar with the Aect, so I, would like to ask the
honourable member in charge of the Bill if he can
tell me if the name ‘‘Trinidad’’ means the West
Indian island. I am wondering if this word ‘‘Lon-
don’’ means London, England, and whether the word
“‘Glasgow’ means Glasgow, Secotland. It may be
necessary to put these names down as addresses and
not merely to say ‘‘Liondon’’ or ‘“Glasgow;’’ because
there are things coming in which are not under
preferential tariff and which can easily have the
word ‘‘London’ or ‘‘Glasgow’’ and it may not mean
the same London or Glasgow. I do not know how
far the significance of these names goes in the effec-
tiveness of an Act like this, but, I mention it so that
the Hon. Minister can pay some attention to it. I
do feel that the Government should have continued
this Sea Island Cotton business for a little longer
as an annual Aect; and I wag asking that this matter
be put where it should be put so that we can review
it every year. I sincerely hope that this provision
vill achieve the object for which it is designed and
that no advantage will be taken of it. As far as I
know, these things are too expensive for the poor
people; lots of things may come in and it may be
said that they are manufactured of Sea Island
Cotton, and it may be difficult to prove that thev

i

(

are not so manufactured. These are somewhat.

luxury goods. .

From what the honourable junior member for
Christ Church had to say, I see that in this sub-,
paragraph 3 of Clause 2 these words:—

“‘Projectors and other cinematograph apparatus
imported not for sale but for use, by a person ap-
proved by the Governor-in-Executive Committee as.
a means of exclusively or principally exhibiting .or
reproducing without finaneial reward such films,
slides or sound recordings as are exempt from duty.’”.

Therefore, I am wondering if that would not be

contrary to the suggestion which he has made. While.

I am on my feet I will point this out to. the hon-

.ourable member.

4.15 p.m.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, to encourage in--
dustries in the island is very good because if it is-

done properly it provides employment for workers,
and it would be hoped that it. would also provide
cheap commodities for the people.
industries however, the Government should be véry
careful. Most of the producing companies in -this.

‘island are definitely monopolies, that is to say, that-
you get some of them coming in within the past few-

vears and eliminating certain small manufacturers;-
for instance manufacturers. of sweet drinks and
makers of shirts. A seamstress finds it difficult to
make shirts nowadays for her neighbours. :

The Government has got to be very careful in
giving concessions to these’firms without a know--
ledge of the real facts of the situation that confronts-
them. It is rumoured, Mr. Speaker, that some of-
these firms which ask for coneession after concession.:
from the Government are not paying a subordinate-
staff wages good enough to meet the cost of living,:
and to suit the kind of industry in which they work.
On the other hand, I am told that some of them are,
paying the directors over a $1,000 a month. The-
Minister of Trade should be careful how far he goes.
in giving concessions. As a result of the monopoly
which they have been allowed to build up, they
kave been taking out a large part of the profits and
paying themselves as salaries. They exploit those
who work for them and they are asking the Govern--

ment to free this and that item of raw material from -

custom duty ete.

Whatever the Government does to inerease the
savings of these companies should be passed-on to:
the consumer of the goods, and to the workers em-
ployed by the companies. The tendenecy however, is.

' to make the directors’ salaries higher. Anyone who

looks at the industries recently developed in Bar-
bados will see that they have a guaranteed turn-
over.
the finished article remains the same, and so do the
wages. I am hoping that the Minister of Trade wili
take my statements seriously that concession should:

» not be given unless the saving to the particular com-

rany, or rather a reasomable part of the savings ac-
crues to the employees and the consumers,

There are some of these firms which are asking
te be freed from package tax ete., and to accommo-

date the local market; but they are so prosperous-

that they are invading other territories in the Carib--
bean; and I am told, even further afield. They are
competing against international firms who can always
out do them; and to help them to do that this Gov-
ernment must suffer a reduction in its Customs duties
without guaranteeing that the local workers will
benefit and that the local consumers will get cheaper-
goods. If firms that are asking for concessions can
pay their directors $800, $1,000, $1,200 and even as

In encouraging .

No one ‘can be against that; but the price of
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high as $1,400 a month and they want Customs du-
ties reduced on their raw materials, they should be
able to guarantee to the Government that the con-

sumers are going to get some of their savings which.

result firom these. conecessions; and also that the
labour they employ will get some of the benefits by
way, of increased wages. There is no use encouraging
industries merely to allow them to pay their direc-
tors and managers huge salaries.

In this island there is 2 big sweet factorv which
I am told that the:

-makes women work at night.
Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour hag suggest-
.ed that they should not work at night. I do noi be-
lieve in that nonsense.
.work let them work whenever they want; in

big countries they work around the clock. But
point that I am making is that I am

“the
told that the wages these women get are not
high enough. I am not speaking about the fae-
tory in St. John; I have seen what that man-

agement has been paying to the people working
-there, and they are paid Christmas bonuscs, and

given Christmas parties ete. There is another fac-

tory I am told of situated at Waterford; and 1 was |

told that the hands of the women have to work as
fast as electrical machinery so as to be able to realise
4 reasonable day’s wage.
were possible for machinery to wrap those sweets
none of them would get work,

I hope that the Minister of Trade and Com-
merce will view these things very seriously, and when
‘the directors approach them make sure (of course
they can always promise they will do it) that the
.savings from these concessions will benefit the
worker and the consumer. If the Minister would
realise that within a couple of years certain indus-
trialists have been able to make themselves million-
-aires he will also realise that it is necessary to travel
slowly in the giving of the concessions for which
they are asking.

I am sure that the Hon. Minister knows that
-the industries which have been developed in this
.colony over a period of five or ten years are going
from strength to strength. If profits were not being
made by these industries their expansion could not
‘have been as great as it has been. Another thing
which we have to realise is that they have mono-
polised certain industries which used to be in the
‘tands of middle class families. Some such families
for instance used to bottle sweet drinks and main-
tain and raise decent families in this community.
“You get one concern coming in and bottling soft
drinks, and then one after the other came down and
.squeezed out the middle class sweet drink manu-
facturers. The latter had to close down and sell
.out and ask for clerical jobs, or seek other means of
.employment in the various firms. We have got to
-protect the small Barbadian trader; and some of
these new industries are just eliminating people and
putting them out of work. What is more, in these
rew soft drink companies there is a modern means
of manufacturing these drinks by which you get
-get one man or two men being able to turn out thou-
gands of bottles daily. Coh e
-4.25 pm.

T am not arguing against progress in science;
all T am saying is that inasmuch as these big indus-
4ries eliminate the small trader and manufacturer
that Government should do something to make sure
that they are not given undue concession, thereby
depriving the colony of that portion of the revenue
ahich it might have got to make social improve-

If the people want them: to

That is wrong; and if it

ments for those persons who have been displaced
as a result of these new industries. Any company
- which claims to pay out between $600 and $800 a
month to its several directors and managers (and
somea of them are even paid $1,400 a month be-
cause they are key men in the concern) should
not be given any concession unless it can show that
the industry is working on a certain intregrity.
‘When you give a concession on raw material im-
ported and $10,000 is saved during any year as a
result, you do not see it expressed in an increas®
of wages to its subordinate staff, nor do you see the
cost of the item being reduced to the consumer. You
therefore have to conjecture that the savings find
their way into the pockets of the directors, man-
agers and senior staffs of such concerns. We cer-
tainly can harm ourselves by going too far to en-
courage what we think should be encouraged. I
an industry should be assisted that'- assistance
should not be passed on to others besides the direct-
ors.

Mr. BARROW : Mr. Speaker, there are certain
features about this Bill before this House which 1
cannot really appreciate. I am dealing with the
permanency which is now sought for free importa-
tion into this island of all articles manufactured
wholly from Sea Island Cotton grown in the Brii-
ish West Indies. This is a very laudable Bill in-
deed in that respect; but as the hon. junior mem-
be\r for the City pointed out, when you look at the
schedule to the Bill which I think is the same
as that of the annual Bills which we passed be-
fore, you will see ‘‘London’’ set out in Part IT. Do
you mean ‘‘London’’ Ontario? Why I asked that (iues-
tion is because with the way that the schedule
stands at present, it is not only feasible but it
would be lega] for a Japanese manufactarer or a
German or American manufacturer to put *‘London”
on his deelaration form and stamp those goods with
that name, because our Act does not speecify whether
the ‘‘London’’ should be *‘London’’ England or
“‘Liondon’’ Ontario. I have been to two Londons and I
know of at least three Trinidads..I know of two
Hulls; and you can go on like that with the names set
out in this sehedule. If you look at your Atlas carefully
you can probably find two or three places appearin:g
w1.th. similar names. I would suggest to the Hon,
Minister of Trade that the list of places named whici
appears in Part IT of the present schedule to the Bill
on the Federation of British Industries which has
contro] over these industries in the United Kingdom,
should read ‘‘The United Kingdom and any source
in the United Kingdom.’’ We should also not dis-
eriminate between Trinidad and the rest of the
Br}tlsh West Indies. We should therefore delete
Trinidad and insert in its place ‘‘any British West
Indian Island.”” Therefore, when we come to the
end((l)rsement by the Chamber of Commerce it would
read :—

I . .. ...Secretary/Assistant
Secretary, of the................ ... ..., Cham-
ber of Commerce confirm on behalf of the Chamber
the foregoing declaration made by................

(Name of Pirm or Company)
to the effect

(Name of Firm. or Company)
that the goods designated above have been wholly
manufactured from Sea Island Cotton grown in the
British West Indian colony of

When you come to the endorsement by the
Federation of Industries, there is another mistake

. there in the words ‘‘That the goods designed abova
-had been wholly manufactured from Sea Island

Cotton grown in the United Kingdom.”’ I am sug-
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gesting to the Hon. Minister of Trade that after the
words ‘‘manufactured in the United Kingdom’_’,
that is all you need. You do not need to call all thk
places where they manufacture Sea Island Cotton
garments, because next week they may set up a new
place where these garments are manufactured, say
like in Reading and Derby. Surely the principle is
that the article should be manufactured either
within the United Kingdom or the British, West
Indies. Why specify Trinidad alone in the British
West Indies? Why specify towns in England? I
-would suggest to the Hon. Minister of Trade that
Part II should purely state this.”” ‘‘The United
Kingdom and Northern Ireland; any British West
Indian Island.”’

As it stands now, we do not know whether these
-Place Names are in the United Kingdom ¢r not.
‘We do not know whether this Trinidad is some-
-where in Spain or not. Although the Hon. Minister
-of Trade may feel that within the striet interpre-
tation of the Law that Belfast is not in Ottawa, |
am still suggesting that the correct way should be
as I have aforesaid mentioned.

4.35 p.m.

You cannot take judicial notice of Place Names;
if a-Court cannot do it, I do not see how a Customs
Officer can do it. The nature of a Customs Depart-
ment is that goods are being channelled through
from different parts of the world. It is clear to me
that we have to try and import some commonsense
which. the Minister has mnot left us with, and say
that anything which is manufactured from Sea
JIsland Cotton which has been grown in the West
Indies, should be allowed to come into this island
without any duty paid thereon. If this exemption
can only apply to the United Kingdom and to the
British West Indian Islands if that is so, why do
they not say so? Wihy do they put in all this Sched-
ule when all they need put would be the United
Kingdom, Northern Ireland and any other West
Indian Island? I should also like to point out that
theyt will have to amend Form ‘‘B’’ in order to
insert after the word ‘‘Manufactured’ the words
““in the British West Indian Island of’’ or whatever
the island; then they would have to go to Form
Q" and insert after the word ‘‘manufactured’’ the
words ‘“in the United Kingdom’ or ‘‘in Northern
Treland””. They would also have to do another
thing; they have in Form ‘“C’’, the words ‘‘That
the goods designed above’’ and that should read,
‘That the goods designated above.”” If the Premier
were here, he would probably get up and justify
the word “‘designed’’, but I do not think that the
Hon. Minister of Trade would fall into that error.
Those briefly are the suggestions which I have to
make; let them make the thing more explicit and
they would certainly shorten the amount of paper
which would have to be used by Government De-
partments.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: The Hon. Leader of the
Opposition seems to be a bit apprehensive of the
difficulties which, in spite of my assuranece, he felt
might be put in the way of organisations which
are to bring in these films and educational materi-
al; and he has asked that we make it clear that
any films of an educational nature will be free of
dutiy. T think I can assure him that it is pretty
clear that any of these films, sound projectors or any
such thing which is for educational and cultural pur-
poses will be free of duty, so long as this material
will not be used for commercial purposes. Anmy Trade
TUnijon that applies for permission to bring in this
material, and we are assured that it is of a sound

#edueational nature, and that there will not be any- Ji

‘thing disruptive about it, will receive the same treat-
ment from the officials concerned, as is intended .
this Biil.

The honourable junior member for the City
spoke about the price of these shirts. I do admit
that the price of these shirts is high; but the object
of assisting this industry is to assist in bringing

-down the prices of articles and putting these articies

within the reach of those in the lowest income-
brackets. Whetker it is that sufficient Sea Island
Cotton is not grown or the profits made by the manu-
facturing concerns abroad are too high or what, I
do not know; but as honourable members will see,
it is a worthy object to try and encourage this in-
dustry along with other industries in the Caribbean
srea. As the Hon. Leader of the Opposition has-
pointed out, it is time we federate. I think hon-
curable members will agree that we should assist this
industry and hope that, it will be expanded and that

‘the price of these shirts will drop.

The honourable senior member for St. John
should know, that his views coincide with mine.
When I was a backbencher I held that these wages
which were paid were pretty poor; and he should
know that it is the policy of this Government to en--
courage the payment of reasonable wages in all
avenues of employment by all means possible. This
(Government has to steer a very dangerous course be-
tween the Scylla of unemployment on the one hand,
and the Charybdis of an increasing cost of livinz
on the other. The hon. member should not assume that
firms simply have to come along and say.: ‘‘We want
protection’’ or ‘‘We want encouragement’’ and they
will be given it. A certain firm wanted us to put up
tariff barriers on cheap clothing from the Far East,
and we pointed out that while we are in sympatly
with efforts at expanding this industry, yet we have
to guard against any great increase in the cost of
living. We have to ensure that people are assurea
of goods at reasonable prices; we cannot easily pus.
up operational barriers. As soon as you put up
cne barrier yon will have to put wup other
barriers. It is not simply that people ask for protec-
tion and it is given to them. We are continually be-
ingbpressed especially from the Opposition that we
have dire unemployment in this colony. Some hon--
ourable members think for the sake of theory and
others for the lack of ideas, that we are doing nothing-
to assist or foster local industries.

4.45 p.m.

‘What is our reply? That as long as we sensibly
steer a sensible path and keep clear of the danger of
pushing up the cost of living and thereby harming

the people as a whole, we will encourage these indus--

tiies to expand and encourage other industries to coie
in and offer more employment. Generally speaking,
that is our policy at present. We have announced'
it in the Budget and we are pursuing that policy.

T think that the honourable member’s remarks.

would be more appropriate at a later stage when
we are carrying out the policy enunciated in the
Budget. But what we are dealing with is an old
practice that has been golng on for 15 years—
fostering the sea island cotton industry; and T would’
not like to expand any more on the topie of encour-
agement of industries at this moment. I think that
it will be debated in the near future.

‘When the honourable member talks about
guaranteeing wages, you can guarantee a minimum-
wage; or the workers can organise and fight for it
through the Trade Union. Workers in those in-
dustries who are not organised in a particular uniomr
should try to use the medium of the Wages Councils
as muek as’ possible. The Bill dealing with Wages
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Councils ig before us, and as soon as it is passed,
employees generally who are not organised should
make use of those Councils and obtain better stand-
ards of wages. We do not pretend that that method
is the best. What is the alternative? The alternative
is to join a Trade Union and organise themselves

"and fight for better wages and conditions of work.

Mr. Speaker, 1 have said all that because you
allowed the honourable senior member for St. John
to make suggestions along that line to the Govern-
ment; but this Bill applies to articles that are not
really manufactured in Barbados they are manufac-
tured in other places.

I have noted the remarks and ecriticisms o;
tie honourable junior member for the City arul
those of the honourable senior member for St. George
as regards the Appendix. I regret that they did

not wait until we were in Committee because I could

more easily reply then. I would, however, like to
state that it seems that whoever drafted this Bill
went down the line of sources from which the manu-
factured articles come, and put in the names as he
saw fit. T agree with the honourable member; and 1

‘will draw his criticisms to the attention of the legal
‘draftsman. I feel that the criticisms are worthy of

consideration and at least the clause to which
reference was made could be better worded. The
word ‘‘British’’ is not in my copy. Apparently it is
a printer’s error.

Mr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Speaker, this debate has
degenerated or has been elevated into a discussion
on what aid the Government should give or should
not give to industrial deyelopment. T agree with the
Hon. Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour that a
discussion of this sort should more properly be car
ried on at the time when we are discussing the

‘Government’s general policy on this matter, and noi
g )

on this occasion. But inasmuch as previous speakers
have been allowed to animadvert on the matter, 1
merely want to say for the benefit of the Minister
and the Government that there is no country in the
world which, starting at scratch to develop itself
industrially, has ever done so without giving pro-
tection to its young industries. If in Barbados we

‘intend to advance industrially and develop the

country economically, we have got to offer industries
a certain amount of protection.

It does not necessarily follow, sir, that you are
going to allow the community to be exploited, or
that you will exclude the importation of goods which
can be produced locally, but for which the people
will have to pay a slightly higher price. That can be
controlled; and what you have to bear in mind is

' the economic condition of providing work for your

own people and giving them the wherewithal to buy
the goods you produce, rather than allow them to
import cheap goods when they do not have the money
to buy them when they come in.

In other words, it is all well and good to say
that you can import an article from the Far East
at a cheaper priee, cheaper because it is manufactured
by sweated labour in Hong Kong; but the article will
be no use to the Barbadian who has no employment.
It will be useless to tell him that he can buy a shirt
from Hong Kong for $1.20 rather than to buy one
produced locally for $1.80 if he is not working.

‘When the Minister talks about steering between
the evils of higher cost of living and the evils of
importing cheap materials, he must bear in mind
that an unemployed man can neither buy an ex-
pensively locally produced article nor the cheaper
one imported from abroad. In other words you have
got to protect your industries, at the same time

control the cost of the goods produced to the con-
suming publie.

I'ne record of this Government in Barbados has
always been one of doing absolutely nothing to
encourage industrial development. We were the last
colony in the West Indies to offer concessions to
industries, concessions which we now have in the
Pioneer Industries Act; and as far as I know, what
the present manufacturers are asking for is nothing
more than they get in Trinidad and Jamaica. The
great United States of America, now the foremost
manufacturing country in the entire world, built
up her present industrial position behind the wall
of protection. They had to take in industries to
America and start them because they were doing
two things—providing employment on the one hand,
and on the other hand preserving the country’s
economy. : -

1 agree with the Minister that this -discussion
is entirely inappropriate; but inasmueh as Your
Honour hag been gracious enough to permit a ventila-
tion of views on the matter along the lines already
utilised by previous speakers, I merely rose to sasr
that to my mind while I appreciate the necessity for
seeing that the community is not fleeced by any
concern which may or may not have a monopoly, or
wh.lcl} may or may not be in a position to develop
certain lines of consumer goods, at the same time we
have to keep clearly in the backs of our heads the
all round economic advantage that the country can
gain trom its economic development.

4.55 p.m.

M?. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I must
apologise to the Hon. Minister for even attempting
to speak after him. There are, however, just one
or two questions that I would like to ask.

I do appreciate the necessity of this Bill, but
only in parts. I therefore would like to say, that
it should be sent to Select Committee. Paragraph
IT deals with Airlines. I wonder if the Hon. Min-
aster of Trade is able to tell us when this amend-
ment is passed to give effect to the recommendation
of @h_e International Civil Organisation, what is the
position with respect to Schooners and Steamships,
Are they on a comparable footing? This amendy
ment, as you will observe is allowing parts, equip-
ment and such things for aireraft to come in the
island duty free. There has been much talk about
monopolies and so on, and while the world moves on
aireraft is not the only means of transport. I want
to know if a propellor for a ship which is docked
on Central Foundry or a Hawser or a guide rope
is wanted for a schooner docked there, if similar
treatment will be meeted out.

) Secondly, sir, in the paragraph dealing with the
bringing in of educational equipment duty free, it
does say that you must satisfy the Executive Com-
mittee on that matter; but it strikes me that the ten-
dancy is not on scientific development, and I am
wondering if the Hon. Minister would say if it also
means laboratory equipment for educational purposes.
As you know, sir, that does not only apply to schools.
As the tendency is to move on in scientific knowledge,
It strikes me that film strips and what you have set
down here are just of a secondary nature, when com-
pared with allowing equipment to come in for
students at either of the Government Aided Secon-
dary Schools or private schools or private hospitals.
I say that because in all ecountries of the world,
private institutions do a tremendous lot beside
Government in this respect. The Hon. Minister of
Trade can therefore see that this equipment which
is to be used for assisting human beings should also
be included here. T do hope that the Hon. Minister
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would assure us when we go into Committee on this

The last point I consider the most importanz.
I do not attach so much importance to film strips
.and sound recordings because they can so well be
used for propaganda purposes, whether it is by the
British Council or by the Hon. Minister of Health.
You should allow equipment for scientific research
‘to. benefit the youngsters of this colony to come iu
duty free, so that they would be able to acquaint
themselves with knowledge of the unseen and un-
fmown. If you allow these things to come in free
of duty, you will do much to equip youngsters of
Barbados to fulfil positions of value in this world.
J am sure the Hon. Minister of Trade would be
able to give some answer on that point.

The question that the Bill be now read a. second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative with-
out division.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the
House go into Committee on this Bill.

’ Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: T am agreeing to that motion
‘on the condition that the honourable member will
deal with the first section of the Bill and then report
progress and ask for leave for the Committee to sit
again. It is no use in going through the Bill hur.
riedly and allowing the Other Place to make th:
necessary amendments later.

The question was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division,

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the Housc
went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH being
in the Chair.

Clause 1 was called and passed.

Clause II was colled.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: 1 would take this oppor-
tunity to give a reply to the honourable senior mem-
ber for the City. As regards the question of air-
craft, I do not know if the honourable member heard
Iny opening remarks. I would like to tell him that
it is not so much the result of any new policy of
Government ; it is simply that thig island is one of
tke contracting states to the International Civil Or-
ganisation, and that Organisation has made certain
recommendations along these lines so as to faeili-
tate International Civil Aviation. Alj the contract-
ing states have agreed to carry out these recommen-
dations and as a result of that, this amendment has
come down. It is not any new policy. 1 beg to move
that Clause IT stand part.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I was not questioning
whatever conventions they may be to give concessions
to Airlines.

. Mr. CHATRMAN: The question that Clauge I1
stand part has not been seconded yet. Are you
going to second it?

Hon C. E. TALMA:
5.05 p.m.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I am quite sure that
the honourable member will appreciate the point 1
am making; I am asking whether this is a couven-
tion, which was agreed upon. Every honourable
member thinks that it is a right thing to do, but 1
am asking the honourable member to say how does
this apply to equipment for schooners and so on.
Suppose an aireraft registered in Hong Kong came
tc Barbados and wanted equipment, that equipment
could be imported free of duty. I think that that
is the correct thing to do; but what is the positios,
with eaquioment for steamers or schooners? T am
sure the Hon. Minister would have acquainted him-

I beg to second it.

self with the necessary facts in coming in bere witl
this Bill. I am sure the honourable memper would
appreciate the fact that the Opposition would raise
2 point like this. If you have schooners for inter-
colonial trade on which we depend so much, ana
they are equipped with diesel motors—You sec here
that this Aet will be an Aet to prevent aircraft from
paying duty on articles; but what is the position of
schooners and steamers coming here with a broken
crankshaft or anything like that? If a steamer left
its propeller somewhere in the Caribbean is that
propeller taken out of bond free of duty or what?

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I quite appreciate what
the honourable member is asking. This arises out
of a definite recommendation made by these organ-
isations. We have not considered the wnoint which
the honourable member has just put up;there is no
organisation, which has put forward that point; but
I am sure that if organisations of a similar character
were to put up a similar recommendation we would
give it further consideration.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: In other words, the
Hon. Minister is saying that right now the positicn
is not so. In other words schooners and steamships
must actually pay duty on stuff or materials [0y
immediate use when they are disabled eor anything
of that sort. He is saying that anybody or any
organisation which puts up such a recommendation
will be considered; it is not the actual law now.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is—

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: You cannot put the
question yet, Mr. Chairman. The Hon. Minister has
not yet answered all the questions. As regards
equipment for the dissemination of knowledge, the
tendency is to have scientific development today,
and if somebody is being helped in private schools
they should be called upon to pay duty. There is
no private school which is not making money. I go
so far as to say that the Government in considering
this matter should have been far sighted enough to
say that laboratory equipment should be actually
inserted in this Clause, to say nothing about private
hospitals. If you actually allow equipment of this
nature to come in free of duty, you would be doing
a service not merely to the schools but to the com
munity. While it is true that anybody has the
right on application to the Government to use iis
laboratory equipment at the Department of Science
and Agriculture, that privilege is only meted out
to a few because of the expense. Only those whe
can afford to pay for the use of certain implements
can use them. The emphasis which you put on
sound recordings and so on can be used for propa
ganda purposes. Some of us do not represent the
facts at all as seen in some countries; everyone knows
that it is a question of bringing American or British
culture to the community; but I think the Govern-
ment should have seen to it and added these other
things. You have here ‘‘Films, Slides and Sound
Recordings which the Governor-in-Executive Com
wittee is satisfied are of an educational, scientific or
cultural character and are imported exelusively for
educational, scientific or cultural purposes..‘The
Government might be getting down sound record-
ings or film slides showing people how not to con-
tract tuberculosis, but the Hon. Minister will agree
with me that the emphasis is placed on scientific
education.

After now and you apply to the Government
you cannot get them in free. It should be so. T want
to hear the Minister on that.

5.15 pm.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, I started

just now to point out to the honourable member
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that of course this apparatus will ke allowed in free
with the proper safeguard that these films or visual
apparatus or material will be used exclusively for
this purpose and that they are not for sale; and
that they will not be used as a means of obtaining
any financial reward, to use the words of the sec-
tion. Now the honourable member is saying that
we should amend this to ineclude apparatus of a
scientific nature to be used in a laboratory for a
scientific purpose.

The point is that you must be able to satisfy the
Government that the material is not for commercial
gain. I take it that it would be all right if someone
was engaging in scientific research, but not in a
private hospital for gain. [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY :
How about schools?] This arose out of an applica-
tion by a certain organisation. [ am sure if we had
applications for apparatus such as the honourable
member has mentioned, that we would consider them
favourably.

I just want to point out that we cannot allow
anyone to bring in material of a nature which will
make it easier to get around the amending Aect.
It will be easier to get around the Act with material
of that kind than with films and visual equipment.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Surely the honourable
Minister can appreciate what T am saying. 1 agree
that in this everything should be to the satisfaction
of the Executive Committee. The honourable mem-
ber has now stated that if in the opinion of the
Executive applications are made for the importation
of laboratory equipment of an educational nature,
as long as it would not be commercialised they would
give it fayourable consideration. While it may be
true that some people think that the Executive
Committee is all powerful, I am asking how will
the Executive be able to do this. Will you by-pass
legislation on the Statute Book by saying

Hon. R. G. MAPP: We are not doing it in
the context of this. This applies specifically to
films and strips. It does not go beyond films, slides
and sound recordings. I am saying that we would
consider extending -the policy to include these other
things.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : 1 appreciate that. What
I am driving at is that everyone knows that it is diffi-
cult today for young boys and girls to get into
Government-aided secondary schools. That is an
established fact. Hundreds of parents therefore
have to send their children to private secondary
schools, and recently some of these schools have
been beginning to be equipped with scientific labora-
tories. I contend that the Government should view
this matter from the angle of allowing such schools
to bring in duty free laboratory equipment. You
will find people narrow enough to say that they are
making a profit. On the other hand every enlight-
ened person will realise that they are also doing the
island a service. Without these schools, every: other
scholar that could not get into one of the Govern-
ment-aided schools would have to walk about with
nothing to do; and it is proved that a tremendous
number of the pupils of these private secondary
schools have gained school certificates and other
certificates.

I am saying therefore, that by way of encour-
agement the Government, when it sees that these
schools are equipping themselves with scientifie
laboratories, should in my considered opinion allow
them to import the necessary equipment duty free.
Tt might be argued that the students are paying;
it can be argued that students are also paying at
the Government schools. One might accept the
argument about private hospitals. There is some
strength in that argument; but I could still take up

:the Hon. Minister on it. There is no argument at
.all against the Government allowing. the private:
.secondary schools to bring in this equipment duty .
free.

I hope that the Minister will agree with what

‘I have said, and that he will impress on the Minister
‘of Education the necessity for bringing down an
‘amendment.
iseveral of these schools which are thinking about it,

I want to assure him that there are

It would mean a tremendous lot to educational de-
‘velopment and the training of the children of thig
wxolony in science.

: Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I think that at .
‘this point I would like to say that this Bill hag
mnothing to do with the encouragement of} manufac.
turing industries. Also, in case the Hon. Minister .
‘has forgotten, I will remind him that we should
insert the word ‘*‘Official’’ before the word
‘‘Glazette’” at the end of paragraph 1 of section 2.

d The question that Clause 2 stand part was put
and agreed to without division.

X Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
I beg to move that you do now report progress and -
ask for leave for the Committee to sit again.

; Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

i The question was put and agreed to.

g The Chairman reported and Mr. Speaker re-
sumed the Chair and reported accordimgly. :

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. H. G.. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, [
beg to move that the House do now adjourn for half
an hour. ‘ -

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to and Mr.
Speaker adjourned the House accordingly.

5.30 p.m. :

On re-assembling, :

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment the House
was in Committee. -

CUSTOMS TARIFF BILL—C'TD

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House -
went into Commitice Mr. SMITH being in the Chair. -

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move
that you do now report the passing of the Bill in
Committee.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : I beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed fo.

Mr. Chatrman reported and Mr. SPEAKER
resumed the Chatr and reported accordingly.

On separate motions of the Hon. R. G. MAPP
seconded by Hon. C. E. TALMA, the Bill was read
a third time and passed.

THE TRADE BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 3 stands in the name
of the Hon. Minister of Trade: second reading of a

Bil] to amend the Trade Act, 1910. .

" Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, this Bill seeks
to amend the Trade Act, 1910. Under Regulations
made under Section 177 of the Trade Act, 1910-4, a
visitor to the island is allowed to bring in a motor
car for private use, but must export it within twelve
months. A visitor under these Regulations is onse
who intends to make a stay in this island for one
vear. If he wants to stay for a longer period and
wants to keep his car he must report it; and if he
fails to do so, he is liable to a penalty of £100 but
the vehicle is not liable to forfeiture. That is how the
Regulations stand at present; there is no other pen-
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alty involved. Under other Regulations, for acts of
a similar nature the vehicle would be liable to for-
feiture. This Bill regularises the position and
tightens up on the present Regulations. 1 beg tc
move that this Bill do now read a second time.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I would have liked
to hear something more about this. Is a visitor al-
lowed to bring a car into this island and not pay
any duty on it?ls there no Regulation made for this
purpose? I do not see the object of this amendment
at all, unless the importation is prohibited. This
must really be meant to apply to a vehicle of foreign
origin. If you get your duty on the vehicle and the
Parochial Treasurer also gets his, for what reason are
you going to forfeit it? This may be a case where
no duty is paid or deposited. It does not make sense
reading it like this:—

- ““Under Regulations made for that purpose, a
visitor to the Island can bring in a motor car for
private use but must export it within 12 months and
failure so to do renders such a person liable to a
penalty of £100 but the vehicle is not liable to
forfeiture. It was considered that such vehicles, if
not exported within the period allowed, should be
made liable to forfeiture and this amending bill is
intended to make the necessary provision by amend-
ment to section 128 of the Trade Aect, 1910.”’

‘What is the purpose of making him ship it out?
Let him deposit his duty. There is more to this than
what is contained in the Objects and Reasons to this
Bill, and I feel T should be assisted with it. Is this
for one of those cars that you allow people to bring
in for six months, because the importation for such
a car is prohibited? I am continually telling the
Hon. Ministers that they must not let Civil Ser-
vants treat members of this House like this. There
is too much of this going on mow-a-days. The man
or woman who looked up this must have known where
the Regulations were. Can you just say that there is
a Trade Act, therefore we are amending that Aect?
That is the kind of thing that is going on. Sir, I
would like to know why you propose forfeiting such
vehicles now. What is the reason for it? If you
tell me, I may be of assistance to the Hon. Minister.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr, Speaker, the person
who drafted these Regulations probably must have
thought that all the hon. members of this House would
be aware of what happens when visitors bring in
motor vehicles temporarily. It is known that visitors
bring in vehicles, and that those vehicles are allowed
in under a speecific condition. I pointed out that so
long as a visitor comes here to stay for a period not
exceeding one year, that person is allowed to bring
in a car but the car must be re-exported within twelve
months. Those are the specific conditions under
which visitors are allowed to bring in cars. Sir,
after all, you cannot allow a2 man to bring in a car
and get around the Regulations. I explained that
these Regulations were made under section 177 of
the Trade Act, 1910 in accordance with Section IIT as
amended by The Trade (Amendment) Act, 1951.
I take it that the hon. junior member for the City
is only objecting to the way in which the Objects
and Reasons are drafted and not to the purpose of
the Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: Can the Hon. Minister
inform the House when the Regulations were made?

Hon. R. G. MAPP: They are the temporary
Importation of Motor Vehicles Regulations 1951,

The question that this Bill be now read a second
timie was put and resolved in the affirmative whithout,
division. cetialie s e EHEIRIINL

On the motion of Hon. B. G. Mapp seconded by
Hon. C. E. Talma, Mr. Speaker left the Chair and
the House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr.
Smith being in the Chair.

The two Clauses of the Bill were called and
passed.

On the motion of Hon. R. G. Mapp seconded by
Hon. C. E. Talma, the Chairman reported the pass-
ing of the Bill in Commitiee.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

On motions of Hon. R. G. Mapp seconded by
Hon. C. E. Talma in each case, the Bl was read
a third time and passed.

PROTECTION OF WAGES (AMENDMENT)
BILL, 1955

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Trade,
Industry and Labour: to move the second reading
of a Bill to amend the Protection of Wages Aect.
1951.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, the object
of this Bill is quite elearly set out in the Objects
and Reasons. Under the Protection of Wages Aect,
1951 there is.no power to allow the Court to order
the repayment of wages which have been wrongfully
deducted by an employer. This means

Mr. VAUGHAN: On a point of explanation.
Mr. Speaker. I did not hear whether the honourable
member used the word ‘‘lawful’’ or ‘‘unlawful’’.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I did not use the word
lawful at all; I said ‘‘wrongfully’’. I said that there
is no power under the Act to allow a Court to order
the repayment of wages wrongfully deducted by an
employer. This means that the aggrieved party has
mo recourse but to take action and go to unnecessary
expense to recover the deduction. We feel that it
would simplify matters if the power were given to
a Magistrate to order the repayment of wages de-
ducted from an employee, so long as the Court has
found him guilty under the Aet. It has also been
found that under the Act a case cannot be tried
summarily by a Police Magistrate; therefore, in
order to get around these difficulties and allow a
Magistrate to try the case and order that this re-
payment be made to the aggrieved employee, this
Bill to amend the Act has been brought before the
House. It is a very simple Bill; and I think the
House will welcome this amendment in order to save
financial inflictions on the employee, and also
simplify the process off the recovery of the money
due to him. T beg to move that this Bill be now
read a second time,.

Mr. VAUGHAN: I am seconding the motion.
I have heard many complaints of employees being
paid less wages than are stipulated under the Act,
and I would like to draw to the attention of the
Hon. Minister that it is of no use enacting labour
laws for the protection of the wages of workers un-
less you are going to have an aetive inspectorate.
All the labour laws of the world are assisted by an
active inspectorate; youw may have a lot of unserupu-
lous employers who take advantage of the weakness
of the workers experiencing difficulty in getting
jobs. I understand that there are employers who
pay less than the legal wages, and no inspector ever
goes around to discover the truth or otherwise; and
that is something which should be done. If an un-
serupulous employer knows that an inspector from
the Labour Department is coming into the premises
in order to discover if the correet wages are being
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paid, he would be careful about the wages which he
-is paying. :
6.20 p.m.

I have heard enough to make me believe that it
-does happen. Some of these Jews and other employers
.are very unscrupulous. I am not saying that all of
them do it, but some of them are unserupulous enough
“tc do it; and the clerkesses and young men whom they
rob are afraid to make a proper complaint, and to
.carry the envelope with the money the moment it is
_raid to them to the Labour Office because of the fear
.of losing their jobs. I want to bring it to the Min-
ister’s attention that he can pass all the Protection
of Wages Acts in the world, and unless it is backed
‘up by a vigilant inspectorate, and unless the Labour
.Department is instructed to send out and enquire and
investigate,. the actual laws for the protection of
-wages will be of no use to the people they are enacted
‘to protect.

Time and again I have talked about this Labour
Inspectorate. A Labour Department in any commu-
nmity is actually useless without an inspectorate. An
inspectorate is the most important section of any La-
“bour Department; because when an employer in the
country or the city knows that you have one he
will not risk certain things. The Minister must sup-
-€rivise his Labour Office, and if the Labour Officer
reeds more officers to carry out the duties of the De-
partment I am sure that this House, when the case
is-put to them, will pass the money for providing the
.additional staff.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Ag the honourable member
has raised this point, I will reply to him although
there is nothing in this Bill dealing with the safe-
guarding of wages. I can assure him that I have
heard complaints already on this matter, and I have
followed them up with the Labour Gommissioner. He
‘agsures me that inspections are regularly carried out.
In most cases the employees who complain are afraid
“to give information ; there seems to be a fear of losing
their jobs. In such circumstances what can the depart-
ment do? The books show one thing, and the actual
wageg are another, and then the employee is unwilling
to give certain information.

I agree with the honourable member; but the
laws are there to be observed. I can assure the honour-
.able member that if I felt that it was a matter of
lack of staff, T would see that the staff is strengthened.
T am sure that that is not the question., The question
‘i3 that we cannot get information officially. You get
-the information outside, and when you ask the em-
ployees to come forward and give you the information
officially they will not. T assure the honourable
-member that I would be only too glad to take up the
matter further; and anything I can do to strengthen
‘the position of the employees I will do.

Mr. LEWIS: I wonder if the Hon. Minister
does not think that under the present legislation it
would be a good thing for the staff of the ([Labour De-
pagtment to go into these places at regular intervals
and make the payments themselves, By that I mean
that the Labour Department can ask, ‘‘At what time
Go you pay your employees?’’ If the answer is Friday
.evenings at 3 o’clock, the Department says, ‘‘We yvﬂl
-send someone around to see that you put the right
amount in the envelopes to the employees.”” Do that
a couple of times at the places where you receive
-eomplaints.

There is too mueh complaining on the part of the
‘Government about people not wanting to come for-
-ward and give evidence. What can they expect? Do
they not see people trying to get out of the island to
get work? Tt is not only so with workers. How many
people do you find willing to ecome forward and pros-
ecute anyone? How many people did it during the
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war when sellers sold things at a higher price than
they should? The police had to go and make pur-
chases themselves so as to catch offenders.

I think it would be wise to follow my suggestion. .
When a Labour Officer goes and the employees get
the right amounts, they will know that they did
not get those amounts the week before. I am sug-
gesting that you should make examples of employers
like those. Such checks should be carried out in such
a way that no employee in a particular concern
could be conneeted with the check. By the time that
you have been doing it for a number of years it will
have become an established practice.

The question that the Bill be read a second time
was put and agreed to without division.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: 1 beg to move that Your
Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go into
Committee on the Bill. _

Hon. C. E. TALMA : T beg to second that.

_ Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
went into Commitiee on the Bill Mr. SMITH being
in the Chawr. ' ,

The four clouses of the Bill were called and
agreed to.

On the motion of Hon. R. G. MAPP seconded
by Hon. C. E. TALMA the Chairman reported the
passing of the Bl tn Commatiee and Mr. SPEAKER
resumed. the Chawr and reported accordingly.

On motions of How. R. G. MAPP seconded by
Hon. C. E. TALMA. in each. case the Bill was read o
third time and passed.

6.30 p.m.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, a few
of these items on the Order Paper are not yet ready,
and I am therefore asking leave to take Order No.
13. Tt stands in the name of the Hon. Premier; I am
also asking leave to move that item myself.

There being no objection leave was granted the
hon. member.

«CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT (GENERAL)
(AMENDMENT) ORDER, 1955”

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the day
now stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of
Social Services: to move the passing of the follow
ing Resolution: Resolution to approve the Order
entitled ‘“The Civil Establishment (General)
(Amendment) Order 1955.”’

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, this Reso-
lution seeks to increase the Civil Establishment. The
first part is with respect to the Fire Brigade. As can
be seen from the Addendum, the increase in the
Establishment of the F'ire Brigade will be three
Corporals and eleven Firemen; they are necessary in
order to man the additional equipment. The future
strength of the Fire Brigade will therefore be:

1 Fire Brigade Officer $3,120 x 144-—3 840

1 Foreman .. .. $1,800 x 120—2,400
4 Sergeants .. $1,512 x 72—1,800
7 Corporals .. $1,152 x 481,344
27 Firemen .. .. $ 720 x 48—1,152
1 Stenographer-Typist $ 624 x 48--1,200

Now this next item for Laboratory Assistance and
a Laboratory Attendant for the Health Centre, St.
Peter is something new. The Health Officer at St.
Peter was doing the work of Laboratory Assistant

~himself, but it has increased so greatly that he finds

it necessary to have an Assistant.

Then there is the inclusion of five temporary
posts of Attendant at the Mental Hospital; and we
are now asking that they be taken on the permanent
establishment. We are also asking for an increase in
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tte number of Maids at that Institution from two to
three.

! As a result of a typographical error, the number
of pusts of Road Overseer Grade I1I, Department of
Highways and Transport, was increased under the
Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment) No. 13
Order, 1954 from nine to eleven instead of ten. We
are now asking for a reduction in the number of these
rosts by one.

There is an increase in the number of posts of
Technical Assistant from two to three, and the crea-
tion of a new post of Assistant in the Government
Electrical Inspector’s Department.

There is also an increase in the establishment of
Senior Clerks from twenty-two to twenty-three; Long
Grade Clerks from one hundred and seventy nine to
two hundred and six, and the number of Stenogra-
pher-Typists from forty to forty-three.

Tt is proposed to attach the additional post of
Qenior Clerk to the Education Department. T}m
holder will be required mainly to perform the duties
of Examinations Secretary which involves arranging
the examinations, checking and forwarding entries
#nd maintaining a proper record of the examination
results. There has been a substantial increase In
recent vears both in the number of candidates and of
cxaminations. , ’ . .

For many years temporary clerical assistance
(eight temporary Clerks) has been made available
to the following Departments—Secretariat 1, Cus-
toms 2, Assistant Court of Appeal 2, Petty Debt
Court 1, Police Magistrates’ Courts, District -
1, and Government Electrical Inspector’s 1. The
duties in which these officers are engaged are of a
permanent nature and. it is proposed to include the
posts on the permanent and pensionable esta!ohsh-
ment. No immediate additional expenditure will be
involved. . . .

A ninth post is required in the shipping section
of the Harbour and Shipping Master’s Department
to cope with the extensive increase in the volun_le of
work which is now beyond the capacity of a single
clerk. (The work includes maintenance 9f a Regis-
try of 1,200 seamen, engagement and discharge of
approximately 2,000 seamen a year and the issue of
Discharge Certificates and Certificates of Nationality
and Identity). . )

The Establishment will, however, be inecreased
by seven additional posts of Long Grade Clerk only
as the opportunity has been taken to abolish two
posts which were formerly allocated to the Rritish
Caribbean Currency Board.

It is proposed to place the two temporary posts
of Stenographer-Typist at Erdiston and the Depart-
ment of Medical Services on the permanent and
pensionable establishment. These posts have been in
existence for four and ten years, respectively. No
immediate additional expenditure will be involved.
, A third post has also been created and wiil be

allocated to the office of the Fire Brigade. The
present arrangement whereby the clerical work of
the Fire Brigade Officer is performed by the elevical
staff of the Police Department will prove most un-
satisfactory when the Headquarters of the Fire
Brigade is removed from near the Police Head-
quarters to the new Fire Station in Probyn Street.

Then there is a reduction of Auxiliary Crash
Firemen from sixteen to fourteen and the creation
of a new post of Supervisor, Fire Services, at the
Alrport.

The present establishment provides no overall
supervision of the Auxiliary Crash Firemen. The
Firemen are required to carry out general duties as
well as their normal fire fighting duties with a

result that there is insufficient time for training.

The proposed change in the establishment is based.

on a shift of twenty-four hours on and forty-eight.
hours off, and, besides providing for adequate leave
arrangements and a proper training programme will
ensure a twenty-four hour coverage for all eventual-
ities at the Airport. The present staff of two

Watchmen will not be necessary. These employees-

will be transferred to suitable posts in other De-
partments.

I beg to move that the Resolution do now pass.
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, I am wondering.

after all the elaborate preparations made for the

transfer of the Fire Brigade, whether the number-

<i personnel as set down here is sufficient to handle

the increasing number of cane fires which we see-

unow-a-days and also to man the equipment which ha»

been attached to that Department recently. I notice:

that the present Fire Officer seems to be rather un
lucky in the sense that he can be seen partly every

day turning out to a cane fire; he is kept on his toes.

all the time. That Department is certainly doing
more work than before, because in the past that
Department was only interested in fires oecurring it
central areas of this island; but now-a-days every
cther hour you can see the fire equipment rushing
to districts which are far removed from St. Michael
when there is a fire. In today’s newspaper, I read

of where the Brigade were employed in putting out
a fire in a certain district and as soon as they got

back to Headquarters they had to go elsewhere. Tt
gives one the impression that the men are too few to

cope with the present situation. I am wondering if’
consideration to the-

the Government is giving
necessity of having a sufficient number of men who
can really cope with the increased number of cane
fires which we see taking place today. As I have said,
it seems as if this new Fire Officer is a rather un-

fortunate individual because before he can fully take:

uﬁTp his duties, he has much to do as regards fighting
kres.

I do not know if there will be an increase of

Firemen in the not too distant future or if the
number here will remain as it is. I feel that the
Government should investigate this matter again. 1
do not know if they have discussed it with the Fire

Officer, but I feel that you should make sure that.

you are giving him the number of men which he
really needs and which would make the Department
more efficient than it has been in the past.

-Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, this Addendum
refers to an increase in the Establishment of the Fire

Brigade by a certain number of Corporals and Fire--

men. What I would like to point out is that frequent-
ly in that Branch of the Civil Establishment, we find
one or tw» Firemen resigning or dying and an un-

necessary long time lapses before their places are
filled. You will find more often than not that that.

Department is worked understaff through the failurs
to fill the vacant places. I see no difficulty in finding

a number of suitable candidates for any vacancies.

which may arise from time to time, and there is no

justification for allowing the posts to remain vacant.

so long after the vacancies oceur.

The increase made here may be inadequate; and
we should see that the increased number is maintained
and that the vacancies are filled in a short time after
becoming vacant, and that the men are not attached

to other places to do duties other than those of Fire-

men. I know there was a practice for Fire Officers
to utilise the services of Firemen at their quarters
doing gardening and other duties; it is a fact that

many individuals who did that sort of work were
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‘made tc leel that they were favoured for promotion
.as a result. The individual was made to feel that if
he helped the Fire Officer with his gardening, he
would be favoured when there is promotion. Sometime
ago I brought to the attention ofl this House that they
could not spare one Fireman on Saturday afternoons
4o play ericket, but they could spare the services
of one Fireman to look after the then Fire Officer’s
gardens. That Fire Officer did not realise that cricket
is part and parcel of Barbadian life, and that the
taxpayers of this colony would be quite satisfied to
give Saturday afternoons off to a Fireman so that
"he could represent us in cricket.

As to the increase in Probation Officers, I am
wondering if they only asked for one additional
Officer because that is the Department in which you
have really one hundred per cent efficiency and one

‘Pundred per cent assiduous application to duty. If

every Government Department were staffed by inde
fatigable officers as this Departiment, I am sure the
Public Service of this colony would be run extremely
well. If they asked for five officers instead ofl four
it certainly should be granted them. T have no hesi-
tation in saying they are doing a magnificent job
in this colony and they should be no attempt to

_starve that Department of personnel or any other

.eonvenience which might make it easier for them to
-perform their offices.
6.40 pm.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: 1 just want to say that
‘there is one objection which I would like to register;
it is that within recent years apparently the rights of
this House seemed to be disregarded. This House is
‘being disrespected. This Resolution is now before us,
but can any honourable member say that he actually
-saw advertised in the Press an advertisement calling
for these people? This Resolution is now before the
House, and the Hon. Minister will be able to explain
-what is happening. To tell us that any official can
take it upon himself to actually put an advertisement
in the Press before this House has sanctioned it is,
T am sure, taking too much upon himself.

. As to the question of these Probation Officers, 1
am very glad to see that the Government has decided
to increase the number of them. But I want to sound
this note; the Addendum to this Resolution says
this :—

““‘The case lead per Probation Officer is excessive
and the increase in the Department’s activities re-
sulting from the operation of the Married Woman'’s
‘Separation and Maintenance Act has made it impos-
sible for the existing Staff to cope with the general
‘expansion of work.”

There is a tendency in Barbados today for
people to frown upon children who were not born in
-wedlock, and there is even an official tendency to say
on publie boards that you should only give cognizance
o persons who have been joined together by Minis-
#ters or Magistrates. I am not going to be any party
to that; there seems to be that we want to create the
‘impression that we have the biggest ille.g'itimacy rate
in any part of the world; but it is not higher than in
England. There are those who write letters to the
‘Housing Board suggesting that we should only give
“houses to married people. The idea of anybody ask-
‘ing members of the Housing Board to give houses
only to married couples is just a joke ; what about the
other people? Do they not pay taxes? When one
.comes into this world it is no fault of his whether he
comes in legitimately or illegitimately; T do not
countenance promiscuity ; but T have nothing against
a man taking a woman as his wife without having
the matter legalised. TIf he rears up his children I
defy any Government to say that because he has not
teen legally married, you must net treat his children

in the same manner as those who have been born in
wedlock. As far as that matter is coneerned, a lot
of us would have to go out of this House!
[Laughter.] I address these remarks to the Hon.
Minister of Social Services, because it is my experi-
ence daily. I do not think that the Probation Officers
should be only concerned with the maintenance of
married women and legitimate children. 1 feel that
the number of persons who have to go before the
Police Courts daily for the maintenance of children,
other than married persons, make it of sufficient
importance that the Government should see to it,
that these Probation Officers interest themselves in
assisting these people. I mean by that, that the
average married woman cannot put her husband in
Court for the maintenance of her children, but she
ican get an Order for the children; but the average
woman who is unfortunate enough to bring forth her
«ffspring outside of wedlock is meglected, and every
body wants to frown on her because she is not legally
married. I should like to say this: some of these
unmarried people get on better than the married
icnes. I have seen quite a number of married people
not getting their Orders and so on; I do hope that
these Probation Officers will be able to assist women
who have children and who are not married, in collect-
ing the money which is due to them. I think it is un-
fair for any legislature or any public or civic body
to make any suggestion that a line should be drawn
between children who come into this world and who

_through no fault of their own, their parents were not

married, and other children. I repeat: in that case
a lot of us would have to walk out of this House;
but some of us when we reach eertain positions for-
get that we have glass windows, and we throw stones
4t other people. :

As far as the Education Department is con-
perned, I want to say one or two things about that.
The Addendum says this:—

““It is proposed to attach the additional post of
Senior Clerk to the Education Department. The
holder will be required mainly to perform the duties
of Examinations Secretary will involve arranging
the examinations, checking and forwarding entries
and maintaining a proper record of the examination
results ............ ”?

‘What I have been observing is that youngsters
have been elected for a particular line; they go out
and take courses and when they come back here,.
they are put to do jobs different from those for which
‘they were trained. On the other hand, there are
numbers of girls in the Service who have been trying
to get in particular departments because of their lean-
ing towards a particular line; and for some reason
or other they have been kept in a particular line,
when it is realised that they have the ability and the
capacity and they are willing to go into other depart-
mentgs with a view of learning.

6.50 p.m.

I hope that the Hon, Minister of Health will take
this matter up and see that an opportunity is given
{0 youngsters in the various departments of the Ser-
viee, if they show adaptability, for qualifying in any
particular field.

I want to say something which, as the Premier
would tell us, might have nothing to do with the
Government. T am referring to appointments to the
Civil Service. Has the Hon. Minister seen that we
have recently advertised in Trinidad for a Deputy
Registrar? Is it within the knowledge of the Min-
ister that there are a number of local young solicitors
and barristers who have applied for the post? Can
the Minister tell us why they have advertised abroad,
when there are so many qualified people here who
have applied? Can he tell us why the Public Service
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Commission has adopted this attitude? Does the
Minister know that there is a feeling that the Publie
Service Commission iz just a figure head? That the
Public Service Commission is not acting fairly and
. 2boveboard?

1 am saying that and you can take it back to the

Governor or not; it is a matter of indifference to me.
There are young Barbadians applying for a $200 or
"$300 a month job. We do not know that there is
anything against them; and for some strange motive
.we are paying for an advertisement in Trinidad and
other places. I am not advocating any closed policy
for Barbados, but I am saying that I do not think
that this is right,

1 feel that the Minister should take the matter

up in the right quarters and register his disapproval
with the Public Service Commission ; because the Gov-
ernment will get the blame in the end, even although
. they are not responsible for appointments. I am go-
ing to be as strong as this: it is not right to ecall
names, but vou have a young barrister in the Service
drawing $90.00 a month in the Attorney General’s
Office. He has asked to be allowed to do work in that
office; he prosecutes cases and does that work for
$90.00 a month, and you are wasting money advertis-
ing abroad for a Deputy Registrar. What kind of
policy is this? This youngster is drawing $90.00 a
month in the Attorney General’s Office. Is it be-
cause there is mnothing in the Atitorney General’s
Office to steal? Those are facts,

. I am sure that the Minister wiil let the Head of
the Administration know that the House is concerned
greatly over this, and feels that it should stop. A
thing like this should not be ecountenanced by the
Government. If it is the Public Service Commission,
tell them to stop; the ultimate responsibility will be
yours. It will be either said that you are wasting
money or that you are acting against the interest of
Barbadians,

The most important thing in this Resolution is
the question of including in the activities of the
Probation Officers, the lookirg into the maintenance
of all children whose mothers have to go into Court
to get something for them; not only the children of
young married people. The unmarried mothers who
find themselves in the position of having to go into
Court for that purpose also contribute taxation, and
it is our duty to look after them and cut this fool-
ishness out. -

Mr. MILLER: It is refreshing to learn from
the Addendum to this Resolution that the Govern.
ment is hurrying with the scheme for the modernisa-
tion and improvement of the Fire Brigade. I am
‘wondering if the Minister in charge of the Resolution
‘can explain this business about the Stenographer-
Typist. It is obvious that a typist in a Fire Brigade
Station would obviously have a lot of confidential
work to do. I am wondering why the practice that
obtains at Central Police Station (making a police-
man a typist) will not apply here. Perhaps it is an
oversight. The salary is $624 x 48--1200. I am
sorry that the Premier is not in his place at the
moment. I would like to commend the Government
for getting this ready, although to my mind it looks
like a Church Liads’ Brigade or a Landship with 14
officers and 27 men.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I cannot too often
draw it to the attention of this House that in this
kind of Resolution, considered only in the House and
not in Committee of Supply where a member could
speak more than once, they are spending money out
of the Treasury, paying salaries, increasing the Estab-
lishment and everything; but for a Supplementary
Vote of five shillings we have to go into Committee
of Supply. It has always beaten me. From 1949
when we passed the Civil Establishment Aect, I have
been drawing attention to it,

Now what has struck me as very peculiar is that-

we had someone out to go into the organisation of
the Service and the methods employed, and up to now

no comprehensive debate has been initiated by the-

Government as to its future intentions towards the
Civil Servants. Exactly which recommendations are
they going to accept and which are they going to
reject ?
so that we may learn the Government’s intentions;
but here are we increasing the Establishment at least

every two or three months, and what we are doing-

now is making permanent people whom we took on
temporarily in a particular department. We are told
that it has now been found necessary to make them
permanent.
ed anything else to happen? They say it as if it had
been revealed to them in some divine way that they
need these people permanently,

7.00 p.m.

Did they ever expect that it would have worked
out that way? I hope the matter would be looked
into. I do say that our Civil Establishment is being.
increased at almost every meeting of this House. 1%
seems to me as if the time has come when you will
have to decide something about it, in order to see-
what sort of establishment Barbados needs. Some
Departments can afford to have more staff and some-
are overstaffed. Recently we got out somebody
who was an expert in Organisation and Methods and.
we have heard nothing as to how the Government
has taken his Report. Tt is good to find out that you:
can give some employment to people, and T am in-
«.terest'ed in that; but T do hope that you are not:
creating posts and doing nothing else but that. 1
do hope that all these posts are necessary.

There is one more thing I would like to say. 1
would like to ask the Government if they have con-
sidered all the suggestions made in this House and:
which may have worked well in other countries with
respect to Insurance Companies which are operating
n this place having a special tax imposed on them as
a Fire Brigade Tax. In other countries Insurance
Companies pay a special tax to help provide for the

Fire Brigade Serviee in those colonies.  Let our Fire-

Insurance Companies contribute to the Fire Brigade

Service of this colony. See that taxes are laid on.

Fire Insurance Companies doing business in this
country. If you do that, they would see to it that
you keep an up to date Fire Service and that you
do not have more personnel than you need. They
would see to it that you bring your equipment up to
date; and after all, if they are willing to have an

increased staff, why should youw not have it? I think

these expenses can be laid at the door of the Fire
Insurance Companies doing business in this country;

and I am wondering if the Government is thinking:

of putting into effeet such a proposition. I would
really like to see that this is done in such a way that
the Fire Insurance Companies pay more of this ex-
pense.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS:

Pire Brigade was certainly a mistake. It was done
by an over zealous officer; and when it was called

to his attention, the gentleman in question said that
after the salaries to pay them were passed in the
Estimates, he took it for granted that that was the:

end of it and he proceeded to advertise for the addi-
tional posts.

I am sorry that the honourable senior member-

for the City is not in his place. I want to say that

these certificates are for children of both legitimate-

and illegitimate children. They can never be the
faintest shade of discrimination as far as treating
legitimate children different from illegitimate chil-
dren. With regard to the point made by the honour-
able junior member for the City in connection with

A comprehensive debate. should take place-

Could the Government have ever expect--

I would first like-
to say that the advertisement for these Posts in the:
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the Insurance Companies and which has been men-
tioned not so long ago, I can assure the hon. member
that the matter is under consideration.
‘be the outcome of it I do not know, but we are getting
information from the neighbouring colonies and when
we shall have got all the information we will decide
what is the next step to take.

Mr. BARROW : 1 really consider that any Reso-
lution of this kind which is to support a charge on
this island should be fully debated in Committee of
-this whole House. I know that the practice in the
past has been to debate it in this manner, but I do
not think it is proper practice. There are one or two
items here which I am not at all very well satisfied
about. As regards the increase in the staff of th:
Probation Office, the point which was made by the
honourable senior member for the City may be quite
correct in that the Government Officer did make cer-
tain suggestions, but to the best of my knowledge (and
I keep a pretty clcse eye on that kind of suggestion)
they were not made by the Probation Officer but by
the Social Welfare Officer, because it was one of the
proposals put forward to relieve the over population
of the island; and I think if the Hceun. Minister of
Social Services checks on this, he will find that Pro-
bation Officers have given examination to some prob-

lems which do not concern their own problem, that 1s

the problems of Probation Service which come up
in the legal Department. As a matter of fact, he will
find that their problems are now a sort of mixture
of quasi-legal and quasi-welfare work. At any rate,
I do know that there is a large volume of work being
done by those Officers. Not only do they have to make
investigations as regards the means of mariied
couples who come before the Law Courts of the island,
for redress under the Separation ana Maintenance
‘Act, but they also have to follow up and keep a close
check on those delinquents who are put on probation.
Hence we get the whole provision of the term of
Probation Officer.

7.10 p.m.

But I do not think the Minister of Housing:
would attempt to tell this House that anyone of the
Probation Officers has ever gone into the realms or
tried in anyway to encroach on the working of the
Housing Board or the Housing Department, and 1
think in that respect, the intimation of the honourable
senior memher for the City was not completely accur-
ate. There was a memorandum from the Social Wel-
fare Officer to that effect; this is an explanation which
I feel should have come from the Minister of Social
Services. As I saw the particular memorandum over
18 months ago, I would not be dogmatic about it;
but that was the impression I got.

When you come to the Government Electrical
Department, I am wondering where that Department
is now. It used to be in Bolton’s Lane and they had
2 spacious office there; I would not say it was lux-
urious, but they did have more space than they need-
ed at the time. I understand they have gone down
to the building of Messrs, Plantation Limited. Now
that the Government is building offices at the Pine,
I wonder if the Minister of Communications and
Works can tell us what they are going to do with the
Electrical Inspector’s Department. Surely the Gov-
ernment cannot go on giving profits to this firm;
office space is so limited in Bridgetown that business
firms do not tolerate the presence of Government
Departments in their buildings, and their rents are
not modest. I wonder if the Minister of Communi-
cations and Works could say whether they intend
removing the Electrical Inspector’s Department up
to the Pine. If they are going to rent from anybody,
I think they should rent from the Electric Company
jtself, or the Electric Company should give them
space up there, because the two departments have to

What will.

work in harmony. I wish the Minister would inves-
tigate that matter, because 1 feel that something,
should be done about it. I think it is time that this
department have some arrangement which does not
cost the taxpayers the recurrent expenditure which
it 'now costs them.

As vegards the Auxiliary Crash Firemen at Sea-
well Airport, I am very glad to see that the shift
system under which these firemen previously worked,
and to which many honourable members including
myself have often made reference from time to time,
the hours of work have now been revised; but I am
still wondering if it is fair to have these people work-
ing on a 24-hour shift with no adequate provision for
rest. Onc argument against the provision of bunks
and recreation for the firethen is that that would en-
courage them to loaf. This is a serviece for planes
which are likely to be in difficulty ; the very nature of
the fireman’s job is such that after dusk he would
have a lot of time on his hands. Up to the last time
1 went to Seawell Airport, there were no adequate
bunks or recreational facilities for the firemen. A
24-hour shift is a long shift for firemen; I wonder
if it would not be better to request the service when
T.C.A. and B.O.A.C. planes are ecoming in, and you
could work with two thirds of the staff and pick up
the others in case of emergency. Any plane which'
is not landing at Seawell on'a regular schedule would
give two or three hours notice fo the Controller of
the Airport of its armval. Planes .do 7ot pass over
Barbados in the normal course of travel unless they
are actually coming here, because Barbados is some-
what off the beaten path. I think they are taking
this business too seriously laving firemen there at
Seawell when the planes are only coming in on two
or three nights a week. However, I am very glad
to see that the firemen are not called upon to carry cut
general duties which some years ago savoured too
mach of the worst aspects of army life; and I am
glad to see that they are treating them more human,
rather than as members of the Pioneer Corps in the .
British Army. : .

The question that this Resolution do mow pass
was put and resolved in the afftrmative without
division.

RESOLUTIGN TO APPROVE ‘“THE CIVIL
ESTABLISHMENT (TEACHERS)
(AMENDMENT) ORDER

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr, Speaker,
there is one other Resolution of which I am asking
leave to take charge of, and it is Order No. 17 stand-
ing in the name of the Hon. Premier.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon. Minister to take charge of the Order.

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
now stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Social
Services: to move the passing of the fcllowing Reso-
lution : Resolution to approve the Order entitled ‘‘ The
105%7151 ’I,!]stablishment (Teachers) (Amendment) Order,

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: This is a very
short Resolution which deals with the establishment
of offices. As these schools will be of a higher order:
than the present Elementary Schools, it is proposed
o create an Order in respect of Secondary Schools of
two types—one of less than 500 pupils, and the other
of 500 pupils or more. There would not be any more
teachers, but we will just pick out the standard re-
quired from the present roll of teachers. I bee to
move that this Resolution do now pass. -
7.20 p.m. ’

Mr. CRAWFORD': Before you put the ques-
tion, Sir, I would like to say that the Hon. Minister
of Social Services has sort of given the impression
that these Modern Secondary Schools are to a higher
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leve] than the ordinary Elementary Schools, and that
therefore the Heads are by right entitled to greater
emoluments. That to my mind is merely another
link in the chain of fooling the public that more is
to be expected from these Modern Secondary Schools
than from the ordinary Elementary School. Nothing
so far achieved at Richmond for instance, justifies
either the Government or the public in the conviction
that the Modern Secondary School is one whit above
the ordinary Elementary School, or that the Head-
masters of such schools are entitled automatically to
inereased emoluments.

Richmond’s is to all intents and purposes a
glorified Elementary School; and we have no reason
to believe that either the Blackman’s Secondary

Modern School or the one at Six Cross Roads will be |

any different. But what mystifies me is this: the
headships of both Blackman’s and St. Philip’s have
been vaeant for some time; applications have been
asked for them.and people have applied; up to now,
as far as I know, neither has been filled. From the
number of capable Elementary School Headteachers
aiid others who have applied, certainly the Govern-
ment could have selected two to fill these places.

Instead of doing that, there is now this Qrder
before us to increase the emoluments of the head-
ships of these schools. Now, I suppose, the next thing
we will hear is that you cannot get capable loeal
teachers to fill these places, and they had to make
the salaries higher so as to attract outsiders. That is
the only explanation that can be given. As far as 1
know, the Headmaster at Richmond’s has not com-
plained about his emoluments, nor has there been
any lack of applicants for the two new vacancies
under the old salary scale. '

The teaching fraternity and the public is bound
to be worried as to why instead of filling these vacan-
cies from the applicants they have had, the Govern-
ment has resolved to increase the remuneration
attached to the posts. I see that Modern Secondary
Schools of less than 500 pupils will carry, a salary
range of from $2,760 to $3,936 per annum, and those
with over 500 pupils will earry a range of from $2,880
to $4,080 per annum. That means that the Head-
master of a Secondary Modern School of under 500
pupils will get a maximum salary of $328.00 a month,
while the Head off one of these schools with over
500 pupils will get a maximum of $340.00 a month.

Well now, sir, perhaps the Introducer of this
Resolution since he has taken charge, will, in the
absence of the Minister of Education be in a position
to tell the House why the two present vacancies have
remained unfilled, and what were the reasons which
induced the Government to put up the salary scale;
and whether the Government felt that the applica-
tions which it bad received for these vacancies were
from people who were so hopelessly unqualified, that
they decided to increase the emoluments so as to
attract men of higher calibre. If that is the case, it
is a scandalous reflection on the ability of the capable
headteachers in the island who have applied for these
two posts.

1 cast no aspersion on the ability of the Head-
master of Richmond when T say that among those who
have applied for these other two posts there are none
any less capable than he, and unless the Government
intends to offer a gratuitous insult to the large
body of highly efficient headteachers in this island,
an appointment to both Blackman’s and St. Philip’s
should have been made long before this.

T am very sorry that the Minister of Education
is not here, because one would have thought that in
view of the present situation some explanation would
have been made of the present position by the person
mtroducmg the Resolution.

. from a really efficient Elementary School.

—

As I have said, I personally see no reason at all
ior taking the headships of these schools out of the
categories of the headships of ordinary Elementary
Schools, unless the Government intends to run these
schools bilaterally and have a secondary grammar
school operating alongside the secondary modern
school.
justification at all for what is proposed, because the

| products which will be turned out of these schools

will not be one whit superior to those turned out now
As a
matter of faet, with the confused arramgements and
the bastard curriculum which is. to be followed at

" these Secondary Modern Sehools, it is ten to one that.

: they may turn out far inferior products to what are
. being turned out from proper Elementary Schools.

7.30 p.m.

The moment you are going to select teachers:

~of any sort and single them out for preferment, you
‘are bound”¥

‘ficated teachers, and the tendency of qualified teach-
ers to seek employment elsewhere. It is claimed,
iWIth some Justlﬁcatlon perhaps, that the salaries we
‘offer at our secondary schools are nqt as remunera-
ftive as they could be; and we know that there is a
,very serious demand on the part of secondary schools.
for increased émoluments for the staffs.
ter of fact, scmetime ago, there was the difficulty of
‘Tecruiting teachers for secondary schools; but be

that as it may, as soon as you start an up grade of

teachers of these glorified secondary modern schools,.

naturally, the staff of secondary schools would feel’

‘that they have the right to demand increased emol-

.uments No reason has been advanced either in this-

Reqolutlon or by the Introducer of it to justify the.

;purpose of the Resolution in the increase of remun-.

leration for these particular posts. Personally, I see
no justification for it. The only reason, I submit,

is that you cannot get qualified men to fill these

posts from the applicants. Are you suggesting that

you cannot find four headteachers of the ability of"

the present headteacher of Richmond School to fill
these two posts at Blackmans and St.
know that teachers from every part of the island

are actually falling out with each other in their

scrambie for these two posts; they are applying for
them from every parish in the island; and now we
have here something for an increase for these two
posts. This is just an incidence of how this Govern-
ment permits itself to be misled or how it revels in
throwing away money. The Hon. Minister of Edu-

cation has permitted himself to be fooled that mo-

teacher can be found to fill these posts, and there-
fore you will have to increase the salary of them.
I am at 2 loss to understand that. We have re-

cruited men frofn the elementary schools to the -

Grammar Schools for the teaching staff, and they
are several instances of where teachers who are in

elementary schools are gualified to take up posts at’
Do you mean to say that younr

Grammar Schools.
secondary schools are higher than Harrison College
or the Liodge Schools? At Harrison College and
Combermere you have on the teaching staff teachers
who were formally teaching at Elementary Schools,
and they were reeruited at these Grammar Schools
because of their ability. Why mnot fill these two
posts with teachers from Elementary Schools? If the
three persons who filled the post of Headmaster at
the Richmond School since it was in operation were

not producing excellent results, there might have been
some justification for this attempt today to increase .

Unless that is what is intended, there is no-

! cause dissension in the whole teach-
ihg fra:termty Everybody knows the condition’
which ‘exists in seeondary schools as regards certi~

As a mat-

Philip? I.
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the salary of these pests. With regard to the Rich-
mond School § am not blaming the Headmaster if
it is not producing excellent results. I can oniy
say that the Directors who are running these second-
ary modern schools are up to now still very confused
over the issue, and the whole situation itself as re-
gards the aims and purpose of these schools is so
bewildering that it would take a super-man to teach
at them. At any rate the fact remains that nothing
has been accomplished to justify an increase in the
salary of these posts.

I sincerely hope that the Hon. Minister of Edu-
cation would resist any attempt to expense this
country by bringing in appointees to fill these
posts from abroad; that can only be the reason for
inereasing the salary of these posts. Sir, this Reso-
lution is bound to provoke not only a query but
also bewilderment in the minds of those who apply
for these posts and in the whole teaching fraternity :
and I hope the Hon. Minister would be good enough
to say something to justify this inerease and to
resolve the doubt in the minds of people after read-
ing this Resolution.

The question that the Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: That ends Gov-
ernment’s business.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I am asking
leave to deal with the Resolution, (Item 20 of Private
Members’ Business) which stands in my name with
reference to the decisions of the G.A.T.T. Confer-
ence at Geneva.

There being no objection, leave was gramted the
honourable member.

APPRECIATION OF ACHIEVEMENTS OF
R.E.C. DELEGATION AT G.A.T.T.
CONFERENCE

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, the Resolu-
tion reads as follows:—

‘“Resolved that this House place on record its
deep appreciation of the significant achievements of
the Regional Economic Committee’s delegation at
the G.A.T.T., review just concluded in Geneva, and
further that an expression of itg gratification be
conveyed to the Chairman of the delegation, Hon.
Albert Gomes and the other members of their un-
tiring and sueccessful efforts in the cause of B.W.I.
economic advancement.’’

Mr. Speaker, I do not intend to detain this
House on this matter. It is common knowledge
that the Delegation of R.E.C. has done a very re-
markably good job. Its members have brought very
forcibly to the Conference the peculiar position of
the West Indies and the islands absolute depend-
ence on imperial preferenc for the continuance of
their economic position.

7.40 p.m,

Without the ability of Britain to maintain and
extend the system of preference, none of our products,
sugar, citrus or tobacco could ecompete in the open
market with similar products which are assisted by
other countries. Without adherence to the prinei-
ples of G.A.A.T. Britain might have been forced
to discontinue the entire system of preference, and
it was therefore felt by the West Indies that a special
attempt should be made to emphasise before the

rereeermer ———

[ nations assembled at Geneva how important it was

to the entire economy of the British West Indies te
continue, and if necessary, to expand the present
system of Imperial Preference. It is acknowledged
that the very fine effort put forward by the R.E.C.
influenced the decision of the Conference so that for
the future West Indian producers can look forward
tc the maintenance and expansion of imperial aid on
a basis which renders such marketing affective, and

.which will ensure a fair return for it. It is therefore

meet, if we stand to benefit so much from the continu-
ance of preference for our main product—sugar—that
we should go on record as being appreciative of what
has been done for us by this Delegation at Geneva.
It is true that the Delegates to the Conference spoke
for the West Indies as a single unit; they did not
single out any special territory, they sought to em-
phasise the principle of preference and as a result of
the Conference all the West Indies stand to benefit.

In these days when regional co-operation has
just begun to take shape, it is highly important that
we endeavour to make our representatives at these
conferences feel that we are watching their actions,
and that furthermore we are grateful for their en-
deavours in the cause of West Indian wunity and
progress. It is therefore with the greatest pleasure
that I ask the House to support this Resolution
thanking the Delegates on the R.E.C. Delegation for
their efforts at Gleneva, and to assure them of our
deep gratitude on what they have accomplished.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I beg to second tha!.

Mr. BARROW: No one has ever been a more
severe critic of the propensities of West Indian politi-
cians to make hurried journeys abroad and returu
without giving the members of the public any in-
formation or indication that their excursions are
fruitful or beneficial to the inhabitants of the British
Caribbean, than I. We in Barbados are probably
the chief offenders in this respect, in that Conferenceg
take place and officials and Ministers make journeys
and the public is never vouchsafed the benefit either
of information in respect of their journeys or the
fruits thereof. Whatever you may feel about poli-
tical personalities and their views not being entirely
consistent with your own, I want to associate myself
in every respect with the remarks made by the hon.
senior member for St. Philip; because this is one
occasion, and I would go as far as to say it is the
only occasion, on which a journey made by West
Indian delegates has been really necessary.

Hon. M. E. COX: Before you put the question
Mr. Speaker, I should just like to suggest an amend-
ment to this Resolution with the hope that the hon.
niember will agree to it. It does look rather strange
that the name of Mr. Bradshaw has not been included
in this Resolution; Mr. Bradshaw was also a member
of that Delegation, and it would appear somewhat
discourteous to put in the name of Hon. Albert Gomes
and not the other names. I beg to move that the words
‘““and the other members’’ be deleted and the words
““Hon. R. L. Bradshaw’’ be inserted in place thereof.

Mr. CRAWFORD!: I have no objection to that,
As a matter of fact if the Resolution read °:Hon.
Albert Gomes and the members of the delegation,
we would also have to include Mr. Mordecal’s name.
[MEMBERS: Not at alll.

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of Order. There
vwere two members and both names should be in-
cluded.
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Mr. LEWIS: 1 am asking that a copy of this
Resolution be sent to these gentlemen.

Mr. SPEAKER: That will be done.

The question thai this Resolution do now pdss
was put and resolved im the affirmative without
dawvision.

o —

ADJOURNMENT

- - -

Hon Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 1 » |
beg to move that the House do now adjourn until 3
o’clock p.m next Tuesday.
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. ;
The question was put and agreed to and Mr. }
Speaker adjourned the House accordingly. ' l»
7.55 p.m. k
N
A
¥
#*
éa
{
R A






