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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1 

Tzcesday, March 29, 1955. I 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem- 

bly met a t  three o'clock p.m. today. 

PRESENT: l 
His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HU~SBANDS, (Speaker)  ; 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMIXINS, C.B.E., M.D, C.M., (Mill- 
ister of Soccial Services) ; His Honollr Mr. A .  E. S. 
LEWIS, ( D e p u t y  Speaker) ; Hon. M. E. Cox, (Jliqb- 
&er of Comn~unications, TYorks and Holising) ; Mr. 

.L. E. SMITH, J.P., (Chairwban of Cor~znzittees) ; Nol,. 
R. G. M A ~ ,  (Molzister of Trade, Industry  a d  
h b m r )  ; Mr. F .  C. ~GODDAFUD, (Leader of the Opposi- 
t ion )  ; Mr. J .  A. HAYNES, B.A., Mr. J. C. MOTTLES, 
Xr. V. B. VAUGIHAN, Hon. C. E .  TALZVIA, (Ministel. 
of A p i c u l t u r e ,  Lands and Fisheries) ; and Mr. J. C: 
TUDOR, M.A. 

' I Prayers were read. I 
MINUTES 1 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I have the honour to iiifornl 
the House that the Minutes of the last meeting are 

-pot  yet ready for  confirmation. 

DOCUMENTS I 

The Nessage readq as fo1lo~vs:- 

Nessage No. 7,4955. 

H i s  Excellerccy T h e  Governor 
T o  

The  Honoztrable Thie H o w e  Of Assenably 

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to 
refer to paragraph 6 ( 5 )  of the Report of the Cot:- 
ference on Movement of Persons within a British 
Caribbean Federation, copies of which are beiug 
laid in the Honourable House to-day, and to invitt: 
an early expression of the views of the Hono~~rahl r  
House on the recommendations contained in th;. 
Report. 

R. D. H. ARUNDELI;, 
Governor. 

Government House, 
Barbados, 

, 29th March, 1955. 
1 (M.P. - S. 388 Vol. VI )  

Also, on behalf of the Hon. Premier, I am con- 
manded to lay :- 

Report of the Conference on &Iovement of Per- 
sons within a British Caribbean Federation. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA:Mr. S ~ e s k e r ,  I am com- 

Mr. SPEAKER,: I have the honour to inforlrl 
the Houw that I have received the Financial Xe- 
port of the Colony by the Accountant Generai for 
the month ended 31st January this year. 

PAPERS LAID I 
Hon7ble Dr. IT. G. H .  CUMMINS: On behaif 

of the Hon. P~emier ,  I am commanded by IIis 
Xxwllency the Governor to lay the folloming :- 

Message No. 7/1955 from His Excellency thc 
Governor to the Honourable the House of Assem- 
bly inviting the views of the Honourable House 
on  the recommendations in  the Report of the Con- 
ference on Movement of Persons within a Britis:: 
Caribbean Federation. 

~nanded by His Excellency the  overn nor to lay :- 
Twenty-fifth Annual Report of the Executive Council 
of the Commonwealth Agricultural Bureaux for 
1953-54. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I am com- 
manded to lay: Statement on Enligration to the 
United Kingdom. 

REPLIES 

Also, Reply to Question No. 3 asked by Mr. All- 
der regarding payment of Production Bonas to sugar 
workers. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMIN'S : Mr. Speaker, 1 am asking 
leave to postpoile Order No. 1 and to proceed wit!, 
Order, No. 2. I am also asking leave to deal with 
that Order. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Speaker, I an? wondering If 
there is not an Order before Order NO. 1. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is. Does the Hon. Min  
ister of Communications intend to proceed that 
matter now?, 

TJnn. Dr. CTTMNINS: Mr. Speaker, I said on the 
last occasion that that Order stands in the  name of 



the 11011. I'remier and I an1 not rery well conversa~i: 
with it, and Z nould mther postpone that niatte;. 
until he is present. 

Mr. LEIT18 : I cannot quite understand ~vllq 
that matter should be postponecl because of the ab 
sence of the Hon. Preaiier. I see no reason why that 
matter should be postponed because the Hon. Premicr 
is out of the island. 

Hon. Dlr. CUMMIKS : I was not a member of th? 
Select Comniittee which dealt with the matter and i 
li110\~, ilothing of it. 

There being no objecfion, leave m s  granted t l ~  
t h e  hen. member. 

INCOMI4 TAX BILL 

Jlr. SPEAICEK,: The Order nolv stands 111 the 
iiame of the 11011. lliiiister of Social Services: second 
reading of a Bill to amend the Income Tax Act, 
1921. 

lion. Dr. CUMAfINS: Air. Speaker, this Bill seeks 
to anlend the Income Tax Act 1921. According to 
the Objects and R'easons, i t  has been found that the 
present system of recording assessments results it. 
unnecessary delays and work. This Bill seeks ac 
cordingl?~ to enable the Commissioner of Income 
Tax to ~ntroduce a more efficient system. I t  seeills 
quite straight forward. This is a recommendation of 
the lncolne Tax Commissioner. His observation is 
tnat the present Act results in unnecessary delays and 
work; and the amendment to the Act by the two 
clauses of this Bill will enable him to introduce a 
11:ore efficient system. The amendments are as 
f olloxT-S :- 

Sdb-Section (2) of Section (28) of the Income 
Tax Act 1921 is hereby amended by deleting there 
froill the following words and symbol:-"and shall 
be signed by him." 

Section (35) of the said Act is hereby amended 
-(Al bJ, deleting all the words appearing in Xub- 
Sectioil (1) thereof after the word "prepare" and 
substituting therefor the following: "or cause to be 
prepared a register of persons liable to pay tax and 
shall certify the same." (B)  by substituting for the 
word "list" where i t  first appears in  Sub-Section 
(2) thereof the word register. " 

I 'beg to move that this Bill do n o ~ ~  read a second 
time. 

IIon. 31. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
AIr. GODD'ARD: Sir, I am glad that this Bill 

i n  dealt with a t  an  early stage. When the Hon. 
Preiiier was dealing with the Estimates, he told US 

that the rates of income tax would be the same as 
lust >-ear. [A VOICE: This is not the Bill dealing 
tvith the rates of Income Tax.] 

Mr. Speaker, this is the first time I have seen 
this Bill. I am afraid that I am unable to speak on 
it. 

Mr. VAUGIIAN : Jlr.  Speaker, during the con- 
sideration of the Estimates the 11011. Premier men- 
tionecl that medical attention and hospitalisatioii 
were to be considered in the iiiconie tax rate this 
year. r ~ i t h  the idea of having such expenses taking 
off a  erso son's bill of expense. As far  as  I know, 
that \~-cnld need a separate and distillet Bill ; and so as 
nof tc) be left in mid air since i t  was mentioned ill 

the Ebtimates, I have raised the issue again. I would 
like tc say that it has been discussed privately, arid 
I wonld go further and say that peopIe are look in^ 
for--ard to the passing of that a,m~ndment to the 
Incomc Tax Act so that they can get expenses for 
hospitalisation and medical attention to those per- 
scns in the home who are not eligible for taxation 
t o  be taken off the assessment of the income taxpayer 

for the particular year. I would like to  know if 
such a Bill is being contemplated. 

Hon. Dr. H.  'Q. CUMMINS : On a point of Order. 
The hon. member is dealing with the Rates of Income 
Tax Bill apparently. The point he is making will be 
covered in the next Bill on the Order Paper. 
3.25 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS: The objects of this Bill as stated 
on the top of the Bill, would give one the impression 
that i t  is just the gist of what i t  is to correct, and 
that some further information should be given. This 
is what the "Objects and R%easons" says:- 

"I t  has bee11 found that the present system of 
recording assessments results in unnecessary delays 
ancl work. ! 

This Bill seeks accordingly to enable the Com- b i 
missioner to introduce a more efficient system." 1 

Certainly me should get some idea of the sys- 1 
i 

tem which is being introduced. Section 35 (1) of 
the Act reads :- $ 1  

" (1) After completing his assessments the Com- 
missioner shall prepare a list of persons liable to pay 
income tax. " 

*& 
We are now deleting all the words appearing in  

I 
1 

this Sub-clause after the word "prepare" and the 
Sub-section will now read :- i 

"The Commissioner shall prepare or cause to 1 be prepared a register of persons liable to pay t ax  
and shall certify the same." It does appear to me 

b 
as if the Act does not permit anybody else to make F 

C this list or register, and therefore the Income Tax f 
Commissioner would like to delegate that duty to  
someone else; that is how i t  strikes me. I do not 
know what the implications of that  are, but i t  ap- 

E 
pears to me that i t  is for the purpose of making the 

i 
I 

assessments. i 
F Sub-clause 2 of the Act says this:- 

" (2) Such list (hereina,fter called the assess 
ment list) shall contain the names, occupations a n a  

! 
5- 

residences of the persons liable to pay income tax, 
the amount payable by e%h person, and such other 
partic~ulars as may be necessary." 

Wherever the word "list" appears it is now t3 

i + / 
be taken out and the word "register" is to be sub- 
stituted therefor. Instead of a list, a register is to 
be kept and authority is being given for someone 

l 
else in the office to have the power to prepare this 1 
register. I see no objection to this Bill; i t  is only 1 
strange to me that itLhas only now been found to be. 
inconvenient in  the office. Very likely somebody else 
has been making up the list already. 

I t  appears to me that you are asking the begis- 
lature to allow you not to have something done which: 
has been done since 1921; and i t  is not good enough 
to say that the Bill seeks to  enable the Commissioner. 
to introduce a more efficient system. We should 
have some information as to what system would 5e ! 

introduced. I can quite clearly see what i t  is, be- h 
cause you say that the Commissioner himself appears ,$ 1 
to be the only person who can compile this list;  it 
seems unnecessary for the Head of the Department I r: 
to compile that list, beeause after all, everybody 
else in the office who deals with incomes is sworn i 

to secrecy. I do not know the difference between E 
"list" and "register" but 1 take it that a register 
is something which wiIl have the names added to or 
taken from. This is my idea of it. 

T h e  questiorz that  this Bill be now re@d a s e c m d  
time w m  put and resolved &G the apfirwative with& 
aiviswlp. 

On t he  m o t h  ojC HON. Dr. H.  C.  H. GUMtMIRS, 
seconded 'by Ham. M. E. COX, Mr. SPEAKER l e f f  I 

l 
i 
3 
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l 
the c h i r ,  and the House went imto Conznzittee 0% 

-$he Bill Mr. SMITH being in the Chair. 
Cla;z~se 1 was called. 
Clause 2 was called. 

D ~ .  H. G. H. cuM&TINS: I11 connection 
with this Clause, Sub-clause 2 of Clause 28 of the 

Act is being amended by deleting the word* 
shall be signed by him". Sub-clause 2 of 

clause 28 of the Principal Act will now read as £01 
lows :- 

"Every such assessment shall be made in the 
form and manner prescribed by regulations, and in 
default of such or so far  as they do nor 
extend, then as the commissioner thinks fit." I can 
not give any legal explanation of tha t ;  I beg to move 
that Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to  second that. 
~h~ questkm t h t  C h s e  2 sta,nd p r t  of the 

Bill p t  a)nd resolved +n the affirnzative u r i t h ~ ~ t  
division. 

.3.35 p.m. --,- .-. 
CLause 3 tom calk& L .  m 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINSI: Mr. Chairman, I think 
that this is the Clause to  which the honourable 
junior member for the City was referring. AS i t  now 

it seeks to  delete all the words appearing in 
sub-section 1 after the word, "prepa're", and to sub- 
.stitute therefor the following, "or cause to be pre- 
pared a register of p e m n s  liable to pay tax and 
shall certify the same." The explanation given by 
%he honourable member is feasible. The Second 
- e n h n t  simply deletes the word "list" where 
it first appears in  subsection 2 and substitute the 
word " register". 

There are three types of spray being used. The 
type of spray to be used is chosen according to the 
type of paint or furniture; and the people carry- 
lilg out the sprzying are quite coilversalit with the 
t l pe  of spray to be used in each case. An objection 
in connection with furniture was made, as  I have 
raid, by one of twg people. First of all, we are giv- 
ing the assurance that if left to the men who are 
trained to carry out the spraying, no harm will be 
done to furniture, pictures or paint. 

Before .:oming down with these Regulations we 
tried to get information from other colonies: Trini- 
dad, St. Lucia, and I think British Guiana and also 
Jamaica, and one or two other islands in the C a r i b  
bean as to how they met these objections. We have 
been iiiforined that in  Jamaica only one case ever 
arose and that was settled amicably. No cases at  all  
arose in St. Lucia and Trinidad. 

I mentioned that so as to assure the House that 
any damage done to furniture, paint and pictures 
and things of that sort is negligible; aiicl the parties 
who raised the objection have been assured accord- 
ingly. I hope that hoilourable membe~rs have, 
studied these Regulations carefully. They are sim- 
ilar to Regulations by which Sanitary Inspectors 
are given a,uthority to carry out certain points. 

I beg to move that this Resolution do now 
pass. 

Hon. I% E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. GODDART): Mr. Speaker, these Regulrti 

tions are copied from Regulations used in  the 
neighbowing colonies of Trinidad and British 
Czliana, but modified somewhat to meet the particu- 

l 
lar  case of Bubados. If they were to be adopted 

I beg to move that Clause 3 stand par't of the exactly as they were i n  Trinidad, I am sure that 
Bill. strong objections would have been raised in this 

Hon. M. E. COX; I beg to second that. House. I will only instance one case. In Trinidad 
Mr. LEWIS: I would have preferred the ex- and B.G. the Boards which correspond to our Board 

planation when I raised it. I could see even from of Health have the power to put  holes in your gut- 
t h e  'previous amendment that subsection (2) of sec- 
%ion 28, makes it clear that you are getting away 
from asking him to sign it. 

The quiestwn that Cliancse 3 stand ~d of the 
Bill m put and agre~ed to. 

ON the motion of How. Dr. H .  C-. H .  CUMMINS, 
by Hon. M. E .  COX, Mr CHAIRMAN 

rep&& the ps&ng of the Bill in  Com8mittiele, and 
Illr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
accolrtlingb 

0% ~ l t b n , . s  of Hon. Dr. H .  C-. H .  CUMMINS, 
secoqz&d by Hon. M. E .  COX in  each the Bill 
was read a th2h.d time and passed. 

YELLOW FEVER CAMPAIGN RE,GULATIONS 

Hon. Dr. (;ZTMMINS: Mr. Speaker, the next 
-Order is a Resolution t o  sanction the Regulatio& 
entitled the Public Health (Yellow Fever) b g u l a -  
tions, 1955. These are Regulations made by the Pub- 
lie Health Board and sanctioned by the Executive 
Committee. These Regulations must be definitely 
accepted or rejected by the Legislature. There are 
other Regulations which are laid for forty days and 
which are ratified if no objection is taken to  them 
within that period. I n  this case these Regulations 
must be dealt with by the Legislature. 

The object of these Regulations is to enforce the 
yellow Fever Campaign. This Campaign i$ being 
met by objections made bp certain people, who ob- 
ject to the spraying on the ground that  it will dam- 
,age their furniture, walls, pictures etc. These Regu- 

ters. UTe felt that in Barbados that  lvas uilneces- 
sary; that I recall was amended to suit Barbados. 
They are however more or  less the same Regulatims 
that apply in those other colonies which have had 
experience with similar campaigns in  the past. 

As YOU know sir, the present campaign is meet- 
ing with some resistance from sections of the people 
who think that their furniture is going to get dam- 
aged, spoilt, stained or  something like that.  Some 
of theill think they know better than the authorities, 
and sonleone ha,s even told me that i t  is a Illistake 
to use this J3.D.T. on a wide scale; that they had read 
some article in a magazine to the effec* that event- 
ually there will be greater harm done than good. 
3.45 p.m. 

m e  feel the campaign is worthwhile ; and we 
try to operate as other countries. I t  is but right no'; 
ollly to insist on those people that this thing should 
bc dolie because if i t  is not done, i t  would co1ltamitl- 
ate all over again what is done in the other areas. 
There are other Regulations as regards the constru9- 
tion of buildings which would have to be built ill 
such a way that no attachment for water :le 

permitted; if i t  has 'been drawn to their attention 
that faulty construction of a building is responsible, 
this Regulation would seek to amend that. However, 
if we once and for all get rid of this Pellou~ Fevc3r 
Rlosquito it ~vould be a great blessing to this island. 
As 1 have said, these Regulations have been lllade by 
the Board of Health and they have been ~z~odified in 
r small way to meet the approval of the people of 

lations are to give the officer in charge of the spray- Mr. LEWIS: I merely rise to say that TIT can 
ing certain authority to enter premises and carry about these Regulations. TheT- ar,? 
out  the spraying. t ! :n~~~'ht  t o  'he necessary in the interest of the heait'r 
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of thr island and the people coming to the islana; 
and it is a matter of recommendation to us that visi- 
tors to the island  knot^ that we have rid ourselves 
01' this mosquito. 

My cominent is that I regret i t  was found necks 
a ~ r y  to make these Regulations ill this island. O'nlc,: 
again 1 feel that I rllust say that if a proper can:- 
paigll \\.as conducted in order to infor111 the peoplz 
of this colony of \l,hat was the purpose for doing this 
thing, I all1 Sure that these Regulations would not 
be necessary. 

I l;no%, that these Regulations are to be served 
on all alld sundry, and I am wondering if they are 
carriecl out to the letter what inconvenience they 
would brillg to the people. The present generatio11 
does llot knolv allything of Yellow Fever; and 1 
think tilat ill Trillidad they attempted to scare th2 
people l,.helL it ,yas said that cases were occl:rring 
tllerc,. 1 have had people who came to me telling -nc 
that the!- had asked the inspectors to what extenr 
would the spraSillg with D.D.T. damage their 
propert)-. I kllolv of one particular case where tnz 
persoll told the inspector that they had a young child 

,vH.i ill the habit of creeping on the floor, and in 
assistillg itself in learning to walk, the child would. 
hold 011 to the walls of the house as other childr?~] 
Ivollld do, all,j he Would the walls with his tongur ; 
and 1 (lo ,lot th jn l~  any assistance was given in that 
case bJ- the inspector to that person. I do not think 
the per5011 Was given advice to pay some attelltion 
to  see that that did not happen Orer certain period, 
or to ~rever l t  ailythirlg happening. I 'lo hope 
that every would be given to acquaint 
the people of the community of is happening 
without any recaurse to the penalties that are set 
O U ~  ill these Regulations, because I that they 
are inade in the interest of the and 
tourist trade. I have sufficient faith in the good 
sense of Barbadians to know that if a proper 
paign lVnS carried out as was asked for in this 
and if Illore attelltion had bee11 paid this matter, 
we would not have bald to bring in these Kegu1ations' 

Ill tshe introduction of this scheme of spraying 
to get rid of this mosquito, lve were told that it 

take about two years or whatever i t  was to 
conlplete i t ;  and I asked then that an  expiry date 
be  laced in  the previous Regulations. I do not see 
~ p y  such date in the present Fkgulations; and I hope 
that in due course when we feel that mqe have rid! 
ourselve< of this mosquito, these Regulations \yould 

be repealed. If an expiry date had been put On 

pre.rioni ~ e ~ u l a t i o i l s  it would have the 
Health ~ e ~ a r t m e n t ;  they would have gingered up 
and see11 that this Campaign Was a succf-%s. Just jfi 
cese that the Hon. Minister of Social Semicl'c 
& o ~ l d  tell me that I am a member of the B@ard 
of Health, I shot~ld like to tell him that I tool< no 
~ c r t  in the pasiing of these Regulations. 

Mr. H A Y ~ S :  fully realise the 
and the danger of these Regulations. I have beell 
told that in  certain parts of St. Michael and Christ 
Church where this spraying has been carried Out, 
the inspectors have left dirty walls and furniture 
a? well; and as a matter of fact, they have left some 
house.; in a mess. I think that they should be 
Some pl.oposal for appeal in  these Regulatiolls be- 
cause if this work is done carefully no inconvenience 
shoulcl be caused. Certainly they can allo~v 
occupallt t o  move some of the things from one room 
to another. I say again there should be some appeal 
and  the householder should be able to get some re- 
dress for any damage which has been caused to his 
furniture or house. I do not see a n ~ t h i n ~  in these 

Regulations to allow for that and I am sorry over 
Pt. I hope that i t  has not escaped the notice of 
the Hon. Minister of Social Services, and that he 
will see what he can do to rectify the matter. 

1 do not see ho~v you could ever exterminate 
this Aedes E g y p t i  inosquito unless ~ O L I  have a corn- 
plete spraying right through the island. However, 
I am asking the Hon. Minister if i t  is not in the 
Regulations, whether he could not issue a directive 
to the sanitary squad which is doing this work to 
see that as little inconvenience as possible is caused 
to the householder. 
3.55 Pm.  

. Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I suppose that 
the honourable junior member for the c i ty  will b~ 
pleased to hear that the Ministry of Social Serviceeb 
is now investigating the possibility of putting over 
Rediffusion inforniation in connection with the 
ye130w fever mosquito, [Cheers] and perhaps the 
~'ature, for the benefit of the ~ u b l i c .  I do not think 
the honourable member will baye the opportunity of 

charge again. ' 

The qzhestiOfi that th is  Resolutiolz. do Now Pnvs 
I'llt and 'h the affirmative wi th@l[ t  

divisio.n. 

SCHEME 'OR 
INSTITUTE 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Social 
Semiees : to move the passing of the following , 

olution: Resolution to sanction the Scheme of Uov- 
ernment for the Barbados Technical Institute. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: This Resoln- 
tion is to approve the Scheme of ~~~~~~~~~t in 
honnection with the Barbados Technical Tentitute. 
Benourable members will see that provision is being 
made for the appointment of the Governing ~~d~ 
'the Principal and S t a ,  and a t  the same time finan. 
cial provisions are being made. This Scheme is not 
unlike the Schemes which are already in existenee, 
tllese Schemes are wellknown to honourable mem- 
bers of this House and to the members of the com- 
munity. These Schemes lvere drawn up by the 
Director of Education and i t  is proposed to bring. 
Ithem into operation by the l'st July this year. I 
beg to move tha,t this Resolution, do now pass. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that, 
Mr. F. a. WALCOTT : Everybody will agree 

with the setting up of this and we hope that 
it will get the benefit of a good start. There is oar- 
point in this scheme, ( I  do not know if an  amend- . 
ment can be ma,de to it,) which seems to me to be 
firregular. When you put in this Scheme that the 
Governing Body &all submit a confidential report,  
cn the conduct and efficiency of the principal, I 
,m somewhat diffident about tha t ;  it is not a good 
thing to ask a Governing Body which will be as  
wide and varied as this one is, to submit a confidell- 
tial repod on a person who is appointed by the 
Governor with the approval of the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies. If you m n t  a confidential 
report submitted, then that should be submitted by 
the Director of Education or like that; 
but I do not see how a Governing Body comprised 
of so many people could be asked to submit a con- 
fidential report on the fincipal. I think a confiden. 
tial report submitted by the Principal is more ill 
order; because the Principal of a school should have 
thc right and a u t h ~ ~ i t y  to submit such a report. 
I w u l d  like to know i t  has beell put in this 
Scheme that a confidential report should be sub. 
nitted by the Governing ~ ~ d ~ ;  I do not know the. 
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Galid reason for this. That is not in any Scheme o;  
Government now; the Governing Bodies of Second- 
a.ry Schools do not submit confidential reports on 
the Headmasters or Headmistresses, and I do not 
see how you can ask this Governing Body to submit 

confidential report on the Headmaster. How call 
a Governing Body which is meeting three times a 
)ear submit a confidential report on a man? They 
do not know anything about his work; they do not 
Imovi if he is running the school well; they can 
only go by reports. I do not see that this Clause can 
be operative. I t  is unnecessary and i t  will only meal: 
that you will have a Governing Body and the Prin- 
cipal of the School not seeing eye to eye on some- 
thing, and you may get a Governing Body giving 
an  unfavourable report about a man. 

I do not feel the Governing Body as such 
should be asked to give a confidential report of this 
kind. Anyone who is giving a confidential report 
to sonzeone should be in position to aee daily what 
that  person is doing. The Goveriling Body whicll 
meets about three times a year cannot do that. I 
do not know if i t  would be in order to move that 
%his be deleted. I would like to know if you are 
going into Jommittee on this Scheme: l think n 
had better move the House into Committee and pass 
these things one by one so as to give members a 
better opportunity to debate them. 

I move that the House go into Committee on 
the scheme before us. 
4.05 p.m. 

Mr. LEMrlS: Mr. Speaker, although I should 
*not be doing so I Bm going to second that motion. J 
a m  going to draw the attention of the lion. Minister 
who has taken charge of this Scheme that the 
Scheme like other Schemes which we have had here 
dealing with first and second grade schook, can be 
deemed to be out of order. 

When this sort of Sbheme first came here, I 
%ried to draw i t  to the attention of the then Attorney 
General when lie brought them under Sections 31 
and 32 of the Act that this procedure was out of 
order, and he afterwards cut out the Sections and 
merely said "under the Education Act." 

Under the present Scheme they have mentioned 
the particular Section of the Act under which i t  is 
brought. I would have risen to a point of order if 
the honourable senior member for  St. J w p h  had 
been here; I would have liked to have heard what he 
would have said on the point. I f  you read Section 
30 about these industrial and ragged schools, yo11 
will see that you have to establish a schoof first. The 
Scheme that the Legislatme is supposed to  pass is a 
Scheme of establishment. There can be n o  such 
thing as the government of the school; the govern- 
ment of the school has to be in f i e  hands of the 
Governing Body. 

A Slection says that these Scheme# should be 
prepared by the Education Board which is now the 
Director of Education and submitted along with 
the estimate of the cost of establishment. This is for 
the establishment of such a school and i t  can be a.p- 
proved, amended or disallowed as the case m y  be. 
The Section says, "and the Board are hereby 
authorised to make rules and regulations for  the 
maintenance of good government and working of 
such school or schools when so established. ............ 7 I 

When i t  comes to schools other than Government's 
schools, there is a particular Section, (Section 33), 
dealing with the Governing Body. I can bring 
the debate on the last school that was established in 
Barbadors in a proper way. That was St. Michael 
Girls' School; I was the person who got them to 
pnt  in  the course of study that was left ont. 

However, sir, these other Schemes apparently, 
had the force of law; and I am therefore now meiely 
drawing i t  to the attention of the Minister that  
the Act should be amended to give validity to this 
method. We cannot say anything about how a 
school is to be governed. We are to say what should 
be the course of instruction and who should be the 
Governing Body; and after that the Governing Body 
has to say what the government of the school should 
be. 

I remember that salaries paid i n  the first and 
second grade schools were set out in  these Schemes, 
and they do not apply now. The g 5  bond is still 
i n  these Slchemes. If reference is made to the debate 
of the St. Michael Girls' School you will see that 
what I am saying is true. That Scheme was piloted' 
through the House by no less a person than the late 
Mr. H. W. Reece. What was done was that they 
left O L I ~  the reference to Section 30 and said it was, 
made under the Education Act, leaving the lawyers. 
&ree to look up any part of the Act and t o  see, 
where i t  applied. I am sure that  the honourable. 
senior member for St. Joseph had to render assist-: 
ance at  the time. These Schenles do not mean any- 
thing; there is nothing in them applicable; the salar-, 
ies are now settled b,y a Resolution of the House;' 
the S 5  bond is not collected. 

I know 'the position of the Hon. Minister or  I 
wonld have raised a point of order. I would have: 
had an  interesting time raising a point of order and 
asking Your Honour to rule i t  out of order, and'  
let us see what the honourable senior member for 
St. Joseph would have said. I do not have here 
when the Coleridge-Parry School Skheme went 
through the House. However, I see what the hon. 
ourable junior member for St. Peter means. Perhaps 
i t  would be a good thing to go into Committee, be- 
cause there are some mistakes which can be pointed 
out and corrected. This is a Scheme which can be' 
amended by the House; there is nothing in  i t  that, 
has any force of law a t  all. I can give the assur- 
ance that I know what I am saying, because I know 
what happened when one of the other Schemes W&t 
through the House. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I have listened to both' 
honourable members. I was of the opinion theat tgia: 
Scheni; should not be amended. However, sir, what ' 
I want to tell honourable members is that  I have 
always warned against hasty draftiag or the hasty 
insertion of amendments. Instead of going into 
Committee I would be willing to postpone this; and 
after I have had the views of honourable members I '  
will submit those views to  the Elxecutive Committee 
and then back to the Director of Education, and '  
have i t  properly redrafted according to  the views 
of honourable members. I think that that would be 
tz better method than to amend as we go along. 

Mr. TUDOR : Mr. Speaker, the Hon. Minister ; 
said he would be willing to have this Scheme posr-, 
poned. I remember that there is a motion standing, 
in the name of the honourable junior member for 
St. Peter. I s  that  going to  be withdrawn? 

Mr. SPEAKER : The honourable member 
should not put that  question to  me. 

Mr. TUDOR: Inasmuch as the Minister of 
Social Slervices has said what he has, I would like to ' 
say something. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member must 
speak on the motion before the House. 
4.15 pm.  

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, the first thing that 
struck me about this Schem'e of Government was 
that  the school itself had not yet been established 
None of us knows for instaizoe how many pupils- 
it is likely to accommodate and how the school 
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when established, is to be integrated into the gen- 
eral 'educational system of the island; although I+ 

has, been mentioned in  this House before by thc 
Government that the establishment of this school 
was to cater not only for industrial training, and 
not only for those young men who were awarded 
Bursaries, but also for certain boys who are no%\ 
oil the roll of secondary schools and whom i t  is felt 
will profit from the training which is non-academic. 
Before all that can be done, this IIouse and th+ 
public generally certainly desire to have more 
information as to the scope and range of subjects 
taught in tnis school. I take i t  that the Government 
has in mind to give training to these young people 
in the Arts and Crafts up to a certain level; and 
and that that training when given and receive<, 
will fit them for employment for which there wili 
be a waiting fiejd. It is at  this point which I all1 

lllost unhappy, because i t  does seem to me that 
one of the difficulties which would attend the es- 
tablishment of this school from the point of vie>" 
of those leaving it, would be in the nature of the 
possibility of employment to be found for the 
pupils leaving this school. Unless of course you haw 
a guarantee to give to the prospective pupils 
of this technical school that therer will be work 
for them when they leave school, you are de. 
feating the purpose for the establishment of such. 
an institute. Sir, you must remember that if boys 
of the age of fifteen or fifteen plus go into a sehoc,l 
or" that sort they cannot stay there longer than the 
time when they would have reached their twenty 
first birthday. Let us spy that  a young man goes 
to that school for six years; if a t  the end of his 
time there, (and that will be near his twenty-first 
birthday) he comes out qualified in the trade which 
he stud5es and preferred, and is ready for any job 
which comes in  his line of study, i t  would be very 
disheartening for him to dimover that there is no 
work waiting for him. It would be a worse factor 
when his parents may say "Why should we be 
asked to pay fees for our boy when he is fifteen 
until he is twenty-one to learn a trade? Perhaps, 
if we did not send him there he may be earning 
something and perhapq would be helping to swell 
the family's budget over those years." It may be 
that Government has in  mind some scheme whereby 
graduates of this institute can be integrated into 
jobs, o r  a t  least a certain number of them, if not 
all of them, according to the way i~ which they 
have passed their examinations and the satisfaction 
which they give to the people who teach thern. 
Maybe they will be given some guarantee that if 
they pass their examinations they wil be taken up 
into the government technical departments, and 
the w o n d  best recommended into other jobs which 
are either here or abroad. Knowing this Government 
as I do, I would myself like to see it put in blaclr 
and white that those pupils passing out of this 
institute in six years w'ould not pass out and then 
join the ranks of the unemployed. I t  is true that' 
'if this school is established in  1955 this problem 
would not come until 1961; but  it means that you 
&re going to train young people in  skills for which 
there may not be any jobs for them. Sir, it iq worth 
while to give study to this problem of how  the^ 
are going to be employed after they successfully 
pass their own course of training. 

The second point which I want to raise i., 
with respect to the staff and other matters allied 
with it. First of all, I will deal with the matter 
about the Principal and the subordination which is 
intended that he should have to the Governing 
Body. I think the experience of the secondary 

schools of this island has shown that heads of such 
schools work well with their Governing Bodies, be- 
etause Governing Bodies as set u p  under our laws 
are not as,ked to return that sort of confidential 1 
report on the Headmaster or Principal. A secon- % I  

dary school is a very big thing to deal with, a s  
you know; and much of the running of these \ 
r;chools depends oil whether the head of the school 
feels he has the confidence of those ~ h o  employ him 
and the confidence of those with whom by law 
he is associated to work the school. I n  a 
pchool of this nature the Governing Body cannot 
with certainty judge the success or the scope ot 
;the work. It is true that results will show the gen- 
raal work in the school, and the standards which 
are being reached; but no Governing Body, cer- 
tainly not one as this one, would be able to s a ~ -  
with certainty whether the Principal is doing his 
job well or not. 
4.25 p.m. 

At the end of every year or two years when ex- 
eminations are set, not only the Governing Body, but 
also the public, will be able to judge the standard of 6 ilrstruction given on the percentage of success of the 
pupils. The Governing Body has its function TO 
perform so fa r  as the maintenance of the building, 
matters of convenience, and other matters; and it 
cannot discharge these other duties even half as  
well, because i t  falls outside its province and i t  
would be a reflection on the integrity of the Head- 
master. I make bold to say that in a new venture 
it would not be the wisest thing to saddle the Gov- 
erning Body with the responsibility of making cox- 
fidential reports on the Principal. If you insist on 
that, you will encourage tale-;bearing, and back-biting 
2nd stooging which should not exist in the admin- 
istration of any school, and least of all in the ad- 
ministration of a school which is now being es- 
tablished. 

I noticed that i t  is proposed to allow certai.11 
pupils of Combermere &h001 to take instructions a t  
this institute. According to what I gather,, the pupils 
of Combermere School will be concurrently attencl- 
ing the institute and will therefore he sdbjected to  
two distinct disciplines. It may not in prineip!.. 
work out to be a disadvantage to the pupils, bn t  
I think i t  ought to be stated more clearly than i t  
ih stated what is to happen when a pupil discove~.~ 
that he can no longer profit from the instructio:~ 
given a t  the Technical Institute, and who may miaii 
to leave i t  and switch back over to another course 
cf study which i t  may be his right to expect, since 
he still remains a pupil of Combermere School. Tha5 
is a problem which the authorities of both schools 
will 'be well advised to study; I see many complica- 
tions arising from it. Even in a matter of disci- 
pline, I do not think it is quite fair that if a pupil 
is expelled or suspended from Combermere School 
he is automatically expelled or suspended from toe 
Technical Institute which he is attending. A t  least 
somewhere in the Scheme there is a suggestion to that 
cffect; and I hope I have not made any mistake. !f 
1 have made a mistake, _I hope i t  will be poi1ntc.d 
out to me; i t  is to be stated quite carefully whetherr 
a pupil can cease attending the Evening Institute 
2nd still maintain his place at Combermere Sehc>l 
Some children attend the School rather late and i t  
il possible that i n  the 15th pear a pupil may be 
shifted oTer to the Technical Institute either a t  his 
request, or at  the request of his parents; frustration 
]nay ensue and clashes may very well result. T t  
u,onId be a very hard thing if a pupil were to bc 
expelled or suspended from the Technical Institute 
and could not continue his course of instruction a s  
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Combermere. This affects those who were sent from 
Combermere to the Technical Institute but who \voal(l 
still  be on the roll of Combermere. Convers;.ylg 
parents would be very disturbed to discover that 111 
cases where their chl!dren attend both Conlbermert 
zna the Technical Institute, a pupil who had beec 
expelled or suspended from Combermere School would 
automatically have to leave the Technical Inst i tu~e.  

There again, there seems to be some puzzling. 
I t  is possible if you are working a sort of educatioual 
system where children attending two schools of th? 
Government that di~cipline which arises at  oiie 
school may not arise a t  the other. For  one thing 
the boys a t  Combermere School are required 
appear tidy and to be dressed in a manner bef i t t i~g  
the pupils of a secondary school; in a Technical 
Institute such a regulation would not bear that em- 
phasis, because you are expected to be dir ty;  and it 
cannot be conceded that i t  necessitates wearlng You1 
best clothes; and the issue of tidiness in  the Techni. 
cal Institute would not have such an  outstandin@ 
character. That is only an example; i t  is possibic 
$or a bog to be suspended from Conlbermere School 
for habitual untidiness but in  a Technical Institutc 
that would not be a fault at all. That is a ma t t e~  
which wants to be gone into; it raises the genera 
principle of two disciplines: one being) longer estab 
lished and having a wider application than thc 
ather; $and i t  has to be settled to what extent tht 
discipline of the school goes ancl whether it is possi 
ble for a pupil to  cease to be attending one schoo 
and not forfeiting his place in the other. That i! 
something which I think the parents would like tc 
have settled. Subject to the merits of the particu 
Jar case, parents would like to know if pupils coulc 
be removed from Combernlere School without for 
feiting their position a t  the Technical Institute. 

Another matter which is a problem found in a1 
most every school, is the problem of parents withdraw 
ing children from schools without seeing that prope 
notice is being given, and also without noticing thl 
penalties which might be attached to so doing. I dc 
not know what it is like nowadfays; but when I wa 
teaching, I discovered that they were actually v e r  
few instances of pupils being withdrawn from : 
school without proper notice being given. 
4.35 p.m. 

For one thing, parents are well aware of the fac 
that they have to pay fees as and when they becom 
due ; they take very good care not to render themselvc 
liable for the paying of fees when these fees becon1 
due. I therefore think it is unnecessary to attacl 
any penal clause to the question of withdrawin 
pupils from schools, because in actual practice whe 
a parent has consented to allow a child to go t 
and remain in  teehnical school, the parent will na 
likely contemplate removing that child. Certainlj 
it serves no useful purpose to tell parents that the 
are liable to a fine of $25 if they do not satisfy th 
Governing Body as to the reasons for withdrawin 
a child. If they withdraw and even give noticf 
they are liable for a term's fees already. If thert 
fore a parent, well knowing what the position j 
with respect to his liability is prepared to withdra~ 
a child without giving notice, then of course th 
Government as usual can ask for the fees. That 
think is sufficient; but to want to attach an extr 
penalty for not notifying the Governing Body is 
think, a little too harsh and is Wrong in principle 

With respect to the position of the Governin 
Body itself, 1 think i t  would be as well if a membf 
of this Legislature were on that particular Goverl 
ing Body. We are establishing .a new kind 
.school. It is to have representatives of Arts an 

rafts and Industries on i t .  I t  is also to have rep- 
:sentations from the technical departments of the 
overnment; but it will be a few years very well 
efore that school finds its feet; and after all, i t  is 
bill going to be an  educational institution for ~ h i c l k  
his House is responsible as i t  is for all other mat- 

which have to do with the spending of money- 
t would be a sensible thing if on that Governing 
:ody provision was made for members of the XXouse. 
Jot only in  order that the people's representatives 
hould be closely connected and linked with the 
lew school, but because we knot%' from experience 
hat when educational matters are being discussed 
n this House, partieulasly with regard to the 
econdary schools, i t  is always admitted that when 
hey are members of this Chamber who sit on the 
:overning Bodies of these schools, and the particular 
ase coming up for  discussion, any member of the 
3ouse who happens to be a member of the Govern- 
ng Body of this school can get up and make his 
tontribntion. That has been. our experience with 
jch001~ already established. How much more so is 
it necessary that this House should have one of its 
nembers on this Governing Body, 'so that he or she 
?light be able to give this House informakion, not 
if a confidential nature, but an the general policy 
of the school; and might be able to answer questioris 
with respect to its control and management which 
it, is in  the interest of this I-Iouse to  know, and 
which the people's representatives as such should 
be in possession of. 

Those are the points which passed througli my 
mind as I read this Scheme. There are, however, 
matters of detail which I would like to discuss on 
another occa,sion when the Minister of Health brings 
up this Scheme. I would 14ike him to consider care- 
fully the last point which I made. If you exclude 
nlembers of this House from membership of the 
Governing Body of any school (and an important 
technical institute like this) i t  is really an  affront 
to the dignity of the House and an  attempt to  
prevent this House from halving first hand knowledge 
of the things which arise. It is well that through 
the Legislature people should be in a position to  have 
information from time to time, and to understand 
what is actually happening, and all the problems 
which arise from time to time. That information 
and understanding can only come from there being 
on the Governing Body which actually governs the 
school a member of this House. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I suppose 
we all welcome this Scheme. I want t o  find out if 
this Scheme is like Regulations as f a r  as the pro.. 
ccdure of this House is concerned. 

Mr. SPEAKElR: The motion now before the 
House is that the House go into Committee on the 
Scheme. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: I ruse t o  make a, similar 
motion. I am glad i t  has been made. If this Scheme 
is liike Regulations, much as I feel that we are  very 
glad to see this Scheme- 

Mr. SPEAKER: They are not like unto c!r. 
tain Regilations a t  any  rate. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Then we will be able 
to amend this Scheme. The law s a p  that you can. 
not amend Regulations. I think the best thing h 
to annul them or not pass them a t  all. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member will 
see that this Scheme comes under the Education 
S c t  of 1890. There is no question of annulling. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: What I want to say is 
this: I remember well on one occasion when the 
Hon. Premier wanted us to pass certain Regulatiom 
he  made a solemn promise that he would in dug 



HOUSE . . 
I 

.course, amend the law so as to give this Chamber 
the right to amend Regulations rather than to have 
to pa,ss them or reject them em bloc. Pour Honour 
lias enlightened me that there is no suggestion from 
the #Government that this Scheme will come under 
the category of Regulations, so that we will not be 
prevented from amending it. 
4.45 p.m. 

I am among those who feel that this Resolution 
should go to Select Committee. I feel that with this 
,new dispensation in the educational set up in  this 
colony, the Select Committee should be one represen- 
tative of all sections of this House. It is not that T 
believe that the framers of this Scheme did so with 
any intention to create a hardship on anyone, I sug- 
gested the Committee merely because I feel that 

this Scheme as is presented to us  is filled with in- 
digestible matter, and we need a lot of help from 
the honourable Introduc%r to get i t  digested so that 
we can put i t  into operation, and the best way to do 
so quickly would be by going into Committee on it. 
There are a few points, (especially the last one which 
nas mentioned by the honourable senior member for 
the City) which are very important. I would like 
tc know if students for that institution ~vil l  be select- 
ed on an educational basis only, or if those with me- 
chanical knowledge will also be selected. I say that 
because I know of boys possessed with much mechani- 
cal knowledge who went only to the seventh standard S 

in an elementary sehool. I do hope that any boy 
coming within that category would also be consid- I 
ered. If they select boys only on an  educational basis I 

there are many of us who are more acquainted with that would be very misleading, and i t  would not 
the habits and customs of most of the people of this serve the purpose for ~ th i ch  this school is established 
.colony than the people who framed this Scheme; and I do hope that ~ r h e n  we go into Comlnittee on this 
me will be able to bring to bear with the Hon. Min- Resolution these points will be made clear alld to the 
ister of Education our ideas, and he would be able satisfaction of everybody. 
to make amendments here and there which I Thx question, that His Honour the Speaker leme 
am sure the Government would agree with. I was the Chair a d  the Hor'se go into C ~ ~ ? ~ ~ ~ i t t ~ ~  0% the 
not here in time to hear all that was said. while  Scheme was put and resolved i s  tJte affirmative 
I have not studied every Regulation thoroughly I without d&ikm. 
have gone through one or two of them. There is a 4.45 p.m. 
section which refers to a boy who has to be put out of Mr. speaker left the Chair and the Hozcse went 
a secondary school. Let me ask this simple question into Cmmittee,  i i r .  XMITH in the Chair. 
clirectly to the Government, a boy might be super- Hon. Dr. H. G. H. C'UMMINS : I beg to more 
annuated a t  sixteen or seventeen in the third form, that the Preamble be postponed. 
scmetimes even in  the \ecund form; at  the age of six- Hon. M. E. COIX: I beg to second that. 
teen he might have shown great aptitude in  the scale lwr. E. D. MO'I'TLEY: I am, sure that the Hon. 
of mechanical or electrical engineering, but i ~ c o r d -  Minbter in charge of this Resolution Tvould give nu 
ing to this Scheme because he was superannuated or expression of opillion as what the position is. ~ i ~ ~ . ~ ' ;  
expelled from that secondary ~Chool, autonlaticall~ were expressed but surely i t  is not 
he is debarred from entering this Technical Institute. The I Ion  31inister is to me that 1 should sit;  
One wonders whether any sane member of this Corn- nlell I u~ill  sit and bear what he has to say. 
rnunity knowing the various Schemes of these sec- Hon. DC. H. G. H. CUIVIMINX: As I said ondary schools as 1 do, should sit d o ~ n  and Pass this earlier, I have heard that hasty drafting is Scheme as it is. I am saying that a, Scheme as im- 

very often bad drafting; and I said that I would portant as this should be dealt with in Committee; ask indiT7idual nlellrbers if they Tvould give me th2;r 
one should be given that much tilne in Select Corn- views and 1 would +.hem in the proper mittee to read this scheme side by side with the other ters and see that those views are into Schemes of the leading secondary schools of this eration, probably with a view to amendments. I hope 
island. 

I am sure that the Hon. Minister of Social Ser- 
that honourable members see my point; we nzny 

'vices who is in charge of this Resolutioa must have 
amend this section and the other section, aiid i t  might 

taken the opportunity of going through this Scheme, 
be not at  all in accordance with the original intell- 

a,though i t  was not his portfolio. I am sure he will tion. If honourable members will give me their viervs 

and not grudgingly agree with me that opportunity privatelv I think that Would be a better course t c  

should be given us to go through this matter in 
adopt. d~ now 'beg to move, Mr. Chairman, that yoo 

'Select Committee and examine i t  side by side ~ 1 1 t l ~  
do now report progress aiid ask for leave for the 

tile Schemes of other secondary schools, Even at  Har- to sit again- 
'rism College, there is a number of boys who are super- Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The Hon. Minister is 
annuated at the age of seventeen years. but who have asking for our views privately. I have great confi- 
the adaptability for mechanics; but apparently, as dence that when the Hon. Leader of the House tells 
-1 see here, you are singling out Combermere School. us anything he will carry i t  out; but to suggest thess 
If you pass this Scheme as it is, then i t  follows as things privately is not good enough. I must agrcc* 
'-,--ght follows day that whatever adapta,bilty a boy with him that in some of the amendments which we 
mho Tvas superannuated has for mechanics, he can- make here, the phraseology may not be in accord- 
not enter this Technical Institute. ance with the Resolution. 

Sir, I am going to support the idea of considering Mr. LEWIS:  8n a point of Order. I undcr- 
this scheme in committee because members of this stand that there is no motion before the Committee, 
House should be given the opportunity of considering and I suggest that the Hon. h a d e r  of the Rousr 
this Seherne side by side with the Schemes of second move that Clause 1 stand part of the Scheme so as 
a ry  schools and seeing how this Scheme to hear an expression of opinion. I understand that. 

apply. I will not be a party to anyone who that Clause has not been moved; I sllggest that that 
says that at  this school you can only be eligible for Clause be iiioved and then a motion can be made 
e n t q  if you come from a secondary school. I am that the Chairman .eport progress and ask for leave 
,not supporting any such Scheme and I want to make, for the Committee to sit again. 
that  quite clear. Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: The Hon. Leader of the 

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I too tise House went on to sav -- 
:to support this Scheme. I feel that it is one ~.rhich Mr. LE7;CrIS: If  there is no motion before chs 
i s  overdue for a long time in this island. But, Sir Committee the honourable member cannot spealr- 



T h e  Preamble has been postponed; I am asking :h- 
Bonourable member to move that Clause 1 stand part 
'of the Scheme and any speech can be made on t h i ~ t  
motion; but we cannot go on as we are going on. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: My colleague wou!tl 
not even let me make the motion. 

Mr. LEIWIS: You cannot make the motion; it 
is a question of spending money. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMBIINS: I beg to movr 
that Clause 1 stand part. 

lion. R. G. MAP>: I 'beg to second that. 
Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: My colleague is usually 

correct when it comes to procedure. It still operates 
i n  my mind in spite of what the Hon. Leader of the 
House has'said, that some of the amendments made 
might be contrary to the intention of this Scheme 
and must be the intention of the majority of this 
Chamber. If this Chamber sees something in  this 
Scheme which i t  dislikes and it amended it, that 
must be the Scheme. Despite whatever officialdonl 
might say, when this House says this is the Scheme, 
that is the Scheme. With regards to putting 0111 

ideas privately, I say that this Scheme must apply 
tp  the entire island; while you had a Scheme govern- 
ing education, the entire Scheme for the Alexandra 
or other Scriools varied. I think that if a Select 
Committee of thi, House would meet with the educ:i- 
ticnal authorities and the Hon. Minister and considcl 
the matter, i t  would be a better procedure. I it.) 
not think i t  is too late to make that suggestion to the 
Ilon. Minister. Mr. Chairnzan, ~ O L I  could not t?ll 
your constituents that you are familiar with t l~ i*  
Scheme as compared with the other Schemes relating 
to  the other schools, and what I suggested to be done 
a t  a Select Committee could 'be done at  one meetin?. 
We want to compare certain Regulations in this 
Scheme with others which are now existing. I am 
suggesting therefore and I am sure thls Committee 
m411 agree with me, that the appointment of a Select 
Committee to go into this Scheme is a correct thing 
to do. Imagine my submitting somethillg private- 
15' to the Hon. Minister and the Hon. Minister say- - some- ing that the educational authorities are sayin, 
thing else ! 

You have postponed the preamble; you have 
now passed Clause 1; the next step is to report 
progress. I am appealing to the Minister that 
instead of doing that  ycu should accept the sug- 
gestion to go to a Select Committee. That would 
do  justice to the Scheme. You ~vould avcid a lot 
of argument when the Scheme comes back here. 
5.05 p.m. 

MP. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, the position is 
tl$s: at  this stage we have a Scheme by  which we 
can see what is the policy of the Government. 
There have been reports about setting up  a Techni- 
cal Institute. If it is against the policy of mem- 
bers of this House they can change it. If you have 
a Select Con~n~it tee all the authorities can go before 
that  Committee and when the Minister corn% back 
with the recommendatiolls of the Committee, am I 
to  accept this second-hand from him? 

This as I have said, is a Scheme in which the 
Government's policy is set out. If the House does 
,not agree i t  can say so. Any member reading 
through this Scheme can say that  he does not agree 
with this, that or the other. Other Schemes of Gov- 
ernment for other schools are something different. 
The setting up of the Governing Body for this 
School is setting up something for the running of 
a Government Department; i t  is as  if you were 
establishing the Department of Sciencc and Agri- 
culture and you brought the Bill in here. .This 
would be a more expeditious way of doing it. I 
Would be pleased to submit in writing anything I 

\vonld like inforination on. Very often you cannot 
get Select Committees to meet. I would like to bd 
as helpful as  can be. Perhaps some honourable 
members will favour the suggestion that  you not 
only report progress, but say that  you will return 
this Scheme to the House with the recommendation 
that  i t  be sent to a Select Committee; but it seeins 
to me that without sending it to a Select Committee 
any objectionable feature can be mentioned and 
the Scheme can be amended. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I agree with the hon+ 
ourable junior member for  the City. I raised this 
point because a particular Clause does not appeal 
to me. I agree that  sendillg a Scheme like this to 
a Select Committee would be more or less wasting 
time. The Scheme is before us, and there are not 
many objectionable clauses. We would have dealt 
with i t  today if the member in charge of it had 
been aware that we could amend it. If he had 
been aware of that, he would have come prepared 
to go into Committee on it. We have amended 
other Schemes before, and have given Assistant 
Masters the, right to be dismissed in the same way 
as Headmasters. 

What I would like to point out to the honour. 
able senior member for the City is that those of us 
who hold views that  a Scheme like this has mistakes 
in it, should be in  a position to point out those 
mistakes. If the Government had decided to run 
this school as  a technical school without a Govern- 
ing Body no one would have objected; but many of 
us felt that  since it was a new school, we should let 
these people assist Government in running it. 

I do not subscribe to the view of sending the 
Scheme to a Select Committee. Many of the objec- 
tions to the Scheme could be settled easily because 
they do not interfere with the policy of running 
the school. As regards the point raised by the 
honourable senior member f o r  the City, I do not 
know if the suggestion is to send people from Com- 
bermere only; because if i t  is so, I do not see that  
they will have the number of boys a t  Combermere 
with the aptitude to go to a technical school. What  
sort of things are you going to teach', just higher 
mathematics or only skills? If you are  going ta 
teach skills i t  means that some of the boys should 
be able to go from various places of work to this 
school. In  England you can go from your place of 
work into a school once a week, and you get advance 
knowledge, .in your particular skill. If that is not  

I envisaged, if you do not intend to take some of the 
boys from various industries, the Scheme will not 
cnrry out the most desirable object. There are some 
boys a t  the Foundries to whom a school like this 
could be of great value. 

I do not know where Government have got 
their advice from, but in British Guiana they take 
people from both places-schools and industries. 

I Those are the points that  should be raised. It is 
1 not a school that  will have 500 children; i t  will be 
1 limited. I do feel that  there will not be much 

value in sending this to a Select Committee, be. 
cause there are too many of the clauses with whicl; 
we agree. I feel that  t he  things with which we do 
not agree can be settled here and now. The Minis- 
t e ~  in charge of the Scheme is not in a position 
today to accept amendments and therefore, you can 
report progress and a t  the next stage accept th* 
amendments. I t  is better for him to day to heal- 
the criticisms rather than to amend i t  hastily and  
make it worse than it is now. A Select Committeo 
will not carry the various points as  effectively a s  
the whole House in Committee. As f a r  az I can 
see, the Minister is not in a position today to tell 



902 HOUSE 

me anything about the point which I have asked 
as regards Combermere. 
5.15 p.m. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLE'Y: It is not usual that  my 
colleague and I disagree on a point of this nature. 
I a q  still convinced about the Selwt Committee. The 
Minister war& us to give him our points privately 
and  not on the floor of the House. If you take Clause 
26, and you t ~ k e  Clause 35, and you go through you 
will see. There is no justifiable reason for taking 
boys from Combermere only. That is not the only 
secondary school in  the island. If you are going to  
give preferential treatment to Combermere you will 
only cause the debate to go on here for a  yea^. 

Everyone i n  this country knows that before 
you brought this technical school into being there 
was a move on foot to turn Combmmme into a school 
like this and to make the Headmaster principal of 
)hat school. 

- 

It is true, Sir, that maybe I am saying this in 
too broad a way; I a m  suggesting that  you should 
make all your amendments now. The Hon. Minister 
of Social Services has wisely said that hurried legisla- 
tion is bad legislation and our phraseology might 
not be good. As my colleague has said, you can put  
axybody on the Select Committee. Bear this i n  mind: 
I shall still vote according t i t h e  dictates of my con- 
science. All through this Scheme you will find that 
i t  is giving preferential treatment to one particular 
section of pupils. You are making provision a t  this 
school for  700 children, but none from Foundation 
School or from the Colmidge-Parry. I f  the Hon. 
Minister admits thar, we can amend, let us amend. 
[A VOICE: You cannot do that.] As  I have said 
there can be no justifiable reason if 35 pupils have 
applied to give 26. You wlll have to show us a lot 
of reasons if you do that. I n  the Scheme you refer 
to a boy having to  spend six years a t  the institute; 
that  is provided he enters when ha is fourteen years. 
I ask again: what is going to happen to the boy who 
is superannuated and he goes to that school4 Are 
you going to send him out when he reaches thirty-one 
years? If the majority of this Committee feel that  
this Scheme should not go to Select Committee, it 
L a matter for this Committee. I do say that  the 
strongest reason why this Scheme should go to a, 
Select Committee as  against being dealt with by this 
Committee, is because members would be able to 
acquaint themselves with the other Schemes of the 
other secondary schools. Let me say that the Schemes 
of other schools are also part of the laws of this 
country. My colleague has said that they are illegal, 
but I say that they are binding. When you 
give an executive body authority to make regulations, 
they become laws. Therefore, I say that the only way 
to give us the opportunity to read this Scheme side 
by side with the other Schemes which apply to all 
i n  which we can d s  justice t o  this Scheme is for  you 
to  send the Scheme to a Select Committee. 

The honourable junior member for the City said 
that  this would be atn isolated case because i t  is the 
only case in which they are running a sehool of this 
sort without a Governing Body; but, Sir, this insti- 
tute  is not parochial, it is not of a special religious 
denomination, and a s  soon as it is a n  institution 
which applies to the whole island, I feel members 
should be able to compare the Regulations of other 
schools along with this Scheme. If you are able to do 
so, you will be in  a positon to know what WO-uld be 
the best Regulations to make to govern this insti- 
tute. 

I understand that the Hon. Minister has given 
the pledge that he will postpone this matter in  a few 
moments. Let me ask: what is the difference be- 

tween sending i t  to Select Committee and postponing 
it to-day. The Hon. Minister is saying that he would 
put himself in  the position to let me meet him a t  his 
office and  there I can give my views on this Scheme 
privately to him. Why not let us meet collectively 
sc that we will be able to hammer these points out 
together? I think i t  would be infinitely better to do 
that and i t  would take up less of his time. If you 
select one day for all of u s  t o  meet you to discuss 
the matter, would that not expedite the matter more 
quickly? 

Mr. LEWIS: Let the honouratbe member who 
has just spoken exercise that common sense which 
he boasts to possess. This Scheme has nothing to  

A 

do with any of the other Schemes of the secondary 
schools. If you decide to send this Select Corn- 
mittee and you do not get a quorum, what would you 
do? Why certain members cannot go t~ the office 
of the Director of Education and discuss it with 
him clause by clause? Under the constitution, i t  is 
my duty as a member of this House to do that, and 
J am willing to do it. The Hon. Minister has invited 
you to tell him your views on the Scheme privately 7b- 
anit I feel that you can do so. The honourable mem- 
ber has said that the pupils to be selected for  that  
school will only come from Combermere; that is the 
cnly school which you expec* them to draw their 
pupils from. I am saying that they can come from 
any other school so long as they pass the test. 

They can come from any home. Clause 25 says 
that if you can pass the test you can go there. 
5.25 p.m. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I have not said tha t  
they cannot go; I was asking about preferential 
treatment. If you go from Combermere you do not 
pay; but  if yon go from other places you have to 
Pay. 

Mr. IIEIWIS: You do not pay, bemuse you 
pay a t  Combermere. Anyhow I am appealing to 
the honourable member to accept the position as it 
is. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The more the honour- 
able member says, the more he makes out a case for  
the Select Committee. I am not going to any & 
Director of Education unless I want to see him 
privately; the honourable member is saying that he 
will join with others to go to the Director of Educa- 
tion instead of asking the Director of Education t o  
come to the Select Committee. How long since 
nould he agree that three or four members of this 
EIouse would get information from the Director of 
Education without any status, so to speak? But  if 
you are appointed by the House together with the 
Minister in  charge of the matter to meet the Direct01 
of Education, that is a different matter; all the hon- 
ourable member is suggesting is that no Select Com- 
mittee should be appointed but that three or four 
or five honourable members of this House shon!d 
get the information and come back here. Let him 
go to the Director of Education and come back 
here and say that the Director says something; 
you know the Premier of this House? If he says 

3% 
that the "1's are dotted and the "T's" are crossccf 
already he will not move one bit;  but  with the 
Director before the Select Committee all the po in~s  
XTe make would be taken note of. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : The Hon. Minister has 
made the mistake of not knowing whether these 
Regulations could be amended in  here. I know that 
they can be amended because we have amended 
them in the past;  the Act says that these Regula- h 
tions can be amended in  here. We made all the 
Schemes for the Coleridge-Parry and so on. The 
point I am raising is that we do not need any Select 
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Committee to deal with these points because these 
points are commonsense points. I quite agree ~ i t h  
the honourable senior member for the City; the 

%Z Director of Education is not running the Depart- 
ment anymore. If we agree with the deletion or the 
amendment to Combermere or any other Scheme. 
there cannot be any harm in  putting in  all the other 
schools. 

Mr. Chairman, where I agree with the honour- 
able member is this: I do not agree that the number 
of schools should come in  here because the Govern- 
ment does not pay them anymore; the Government 
subsidises these schools. You do not need any Select 
Committee to deal with this matter; the point is n 
simple one. The other  government-aided schools 
bhould be included. We want to erase the idea of 
the ,Governing Body making a confidential report on 
the Principal; that should be removed entirely. 
and you do not need to take that u p  with any 

1 Director of Education. That is the only technical 
aspect of the matter, and these are matters oj 

, policy; I do not think i t  should be felt that on13 
* - children of the Combermere School should be giver 

this facility; I contend that children who go tc 
schools other than Combermere should also have this 
facility; and you do not want any Select Committet 
to consider that point. 

At  this stage I beg to move that you do no3 
report progress and ask for leave to sit again. 
5.35 p.m. 

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman.- 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: A motion' has been made 

to  r , e ~ o r t  ~ r o m s s .  I 
~ r .  LLLDER: The motion has not been 

seconded. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: Has it not been seconded 

by the hon. junior member for St. Beorget 
Mr. ALLDER: I should sexplain that I saw 

the hon. junior member for St. George intimate to 
the hon. junior member for St. Peter to make a 
motion for adjournment. I was on my feet prac- 
tioally during that time; therefore, Mr. Chairman, 
the hon. junior member for St. G-eorge could not 

d- have been on his f;eet, and he could only havs 
seconded the motion if he had been on his feet. 
Therefore, there is no motion before us unless I 
second it, 

To be serious on this matter, the whole Scheme 
deserves gneater study. As the Hon. Leadm of 
the House has said, he .wants to get our vicws on 
the matter so as to bring a more acceptable scheme 
for final prewntation to the Legislature. One of 
the best means of getting the v<ews of the non. 
members of this Chamber is the Select Committe.? 
method. I do not see anything wrong in  that. We 
have practised it all along; and it gives an  op- 
portunity where the various views of hon. member8 
who, in most cases, as long as they have agreed to  
a policy before a Select Committee, support that 
policy when the particular mattrer comes back t o  
the House,. 

The hon. junior member for St. Thomas, 
Leader of the House, can accept the a ~ ~ o i n t n l e n t  
of a Select Committee on which he ca& sit and 
hear the views of hon. members. It will not b.. 
very manageable for us to suggest changes whica 

4 are definitely necessary in a Scheme like this with- 
out going to a Select Committee. When it comes 
to changw, I feel in the first place that the name 
of Combermere should not figme as prominently 

i as it does in a Scheme like this. Nor do I feel 
that  there should be only two strkams from which 
students must be channelled into the Technical 
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Institutie. What I mean is, that there are many 
mothers who walk up  and: down Bridgetown for 
months and years asking that their sons be taken 
on as apprentices a t  the various foundries, garages, 
and elsewhere. They are nearly always told thai; 
there is no room for  apprenticles. 

I do not share the view that a good technician 
has to be oae who has passed through the form* 
at  Combermere School or any other school. Som., 
of the 'best artisans we have had in this island 
have been elementary boys; and such an  element 
deserves first considl~ation when i t  comes to a 
Technical Inqtitute. The youngsters from Comber- 
fiere have aademic training which can help them to 
get clerical employment; the boys from the elemen- 
tary schools do not have such qualifications, a d  
therefore they always look around to fill the places 
in the various trades such as carpentry, masonry 
and motor mechanics and things of that sort. 

I hope that the Hon. Minister who is handling 
thig Resolution will seia the wisdom in  accepting the 
appointment of a Select Committee to go into this. 
I do not agree with his suggestion about four of 
us going to the office of the Director of Educatioa. 
The Minister of Social Services can sit on thG 
Select Committlw and get the various views ex- 
pressed. I now bsg to second the motion that WC 
report progress and ask for leave to sit again. 

T h e  question was put and agread to,  and air .  
S P E A K E R  resunzcd the Chair and reported ac- 
cordingly, 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that this 
I-Iouse do now adjourn for half an  hour. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that 
T h e  question was put and agreed to, and Mr. 

S P E A K E R  adjourned t h s  House accordingly. 
I 5.45 p.m. 

0% re-assembling, 

ADOPTION BILL RETURNED 

Mr. SPEAKER!: I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received the following from 
the Other Place:- 

T h e  Legisla,tive Cou!ncil 
To , .. 

T h e  Honlovurable T h e  House of Assembly 

The Legislative Council have the honour to  
return to the House of Assembly the Bill intituled 
a n  Act to make provision for the adoption of 
children which has been passed with amendments 
which are shewn written on the Bill. 

J. D. CHANDiLrER, 
President. 

Mr. LEWIS:  May I enquire whether the 
Amendments will be printed and circulated? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

SCHEME FOR TECHNICAL INSTITUTE 
POSTPONED. 

l 

Mr. SPEAKXR: On the adjournment, the 
House was in  Committee on the Resolution to sanc- 
tion the Scheme of Government for  the BarSadou 
Technical Institute. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, in 
view of certain information expressed by honour- 
able members in Committee, I propose not to go on 
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with that Resolution and to take Item No. 5 as the 
next Order of the day. 

There being nlo objectiolz, leave ww grunted the 
hornourable rnem(6er. 

RATES OF INCOME TAX BILL. 
Mr. The next Order of the 

now stands in the name of the Hon. Leader of this 
House: second reading of a Bill to  settle the rates 

Tax for the year and to make p?' 
vision for certain other matters in connection with 
the levying of the said tax. 

- Hon. Dr. H' CUMMINs : Spealier) this 
Bill seeks to fix the rates of income tax for the year 
1955. There is anything for me to say On 

than say that the rates are the same as 
ldst year8; and while i t  my be argued that the finances 
of the colon~ are in a sound position and there- 
fore the rates should be reduced, Yet with such 
commitments as the Deep Water Harbour, Federa- 
tion, Local Government and  other things, i t  is con- 
sidered not a idea t' any 
in  taxation. 

I am sorry that the honourable senior member 
for St. Luey is1 not in his seat. He made certain en- 
quires with regard to doctor's bills and I think the 
Hon. Premier in his Budget Speech did say that 
those things will be considered later. That is still 
the intention of this Glovemment; but that would 
come down as a substantive amendment to the In-  
come Tax Act. AS I have said, that is the policy 

the Government and in  due course a Bill to 
amend the I~~~~~ Tax Act 1921, having as ita 
0bjec.t the provision for doctor, nursing and med- 
jcine bills to be included in the list of exemptions, 
wfll be brought down. I beg to move that this Bill 
be now read a second time. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
. Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I a m .  

very glad to hear the Hon. Minister of Social 
Services give us the assurance that the Hon. Premier 
had agreed that in  the not distant future, or before 
the beginning of the next fin8ncial year or even 
before the taxes for this year are collected, that a 
Bill will be brought down to amend the Income f i x  
t ~ c t  so as  to give allowances to families for doctors, 
nursing and bills. I hope it will not apply 
ta the indivdual only but that it will also apply to 
the family of the individual. 

you know, sir, we ,on this side of the table, 
have raised that question in and out of sexon. We 
have been arguing for allowances for doctors, nurs- 
ing and medicine bills for a long time, and that 
thesa should not only apply to a medical practitioner 
but also to a dental surgeon as well: There is one 
other thing that I must raise ( I  have raised it 
already) and it is with respect to further allowances 
fcir children. All income tax payers in this country 
have been raising the question of further allowances 
for  not only children a t  school, but for children who 
go to Universities. There seems to be a great differ- 
entia\tion in  this country for children of taxpayers 
who go to Universities although it has been argue11 
that people who can afford to  send their chil- 
dren to Universities should be able to pay their 
income tax. I want to say that is not exactly correct: 
liecause from my experience there are a number 
of people i n  this.country whose ehildren show ability 
to gain entry into a University but whose parents 
can ill-afford the expenses of sending them there. 
It seems to me rather peculiar to have, let us say, 
a Barbados scholar who can get up to the tune of 
'S61)Y) a year which is really tax free, but side and 
side with that Barbados scholar you have children 
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of taxpayers who must contribute to the Barbados, 
Schclarships and those taxpayers cannot get off any 
allowances for their children who are studying not 
only a t  Universities but at  technical schools or other 
institutes abroad. As you have seen, I am n3; 
stressing Universities alone; I maintain that techni- 
cal or other institutes of learning where parents 
most remit fees for their and coptinue to 
keep them there, are as in need of relief as 
if they were sending these children to a Uiliversity. 

There is adso the idea that as  sooii as  a child 
reaches the age of sixteen, you should not be dlowed 
anything off for that child. I am of the opinion, that 
you remain child of a parent until you go on your 
own oars and are able to support yourself. While 
you may not be receiving that manda,tory support 
for the purpose of education, there are other things 
for we feel that some allowanc. should be 
given. on the other haad, I think woe all agree that 
the of taxation as are laid down in Holy 
writ are made so that there should be no ar- 
gument about them. It has been stated that those 
who can bear the burden of the weak should bear it, 

p.m. 
I all1 sure the Government would agree that with 

the cost of living in Barbados today and the allow- 
ances which are given for children whether they are 
at secondary or elementary schools or rtnp school 

that matter, the allowances given are very littltl 
more than what would Pay the school fees and the bus 
fares- lvhile the Government is col ls ideri~l~ the 
B1lOwalices for doctors' treatment and the allowances 

dental care, consideration should 'be given to a ,  
further allowance for children and more espkcially 
fhose who have to go to University ,Colleges and other 
trailling iilstitutes where parents have to pay for  
them. There is one aspect of the matter which ap- 
plies to the United states of America and Canada ; 
there is an albwance given for workihg clothes be- 
b u s e  of the cost of living and because of where the 
gtandard ?f living is today. You find that a tre- 
hlendous number of people in the lower bracket have 
got t o  Pay h ~ m e  tax and no such allowance is given 
to them. Actually in Canada and the United States 
bf America there is such a thing a s  an allowance for 
working clothes and I feel that the Government 
bhould give that matter some consideration. Afore 
than that I am wondering whether, although within 
recent years thq 'Government has given some increase 
in the allowance for a married man from $1,200 to 

per Year- 
&. L I E W  On a point of Order. While what 

we are hearing is very interesting, at  the same time 
this is not an Act to amend the Income Tax Act. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Sometimes oue realises 
that Your Honour has given a lot of lattitude. This ir 
an Act to amend the Income Tax Act, 1921. With 
all due defence to my colleague, who is the Deputy 
hpealrer, I hope that the Government will give further 
rcnsideration to increasing the allowance to a mar- - 
ried man. An allowance which works out at  $8.00 a 
month is rather small; and i t  is time that allowances 
for married men should go up to $3410 a year and 
the allowances for single men should also be incrcas- 
ed. From the statistics given recently one can very 
well understand that with the allowances under the 
Income Tax ,Act, yon are barely eking out an exist- 
c.nce; von cannot live on them. I will not say that 
everything that is allowed in the United States of 
America should be allowed here, because in the United 
States of America there is a n  allowance for what you 
give to religious organizations; ba t  whatever allow- 
ances you give you should include an allowance for  
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working clothes, because that applies to people in the 
lower category, people like x7aterfront workers \vhose 
duty i t  is to pay income tax. 

Mr. F. L. WALrUO~TT : I do not know why the 
hon. junior member for the City saw fit to rise on a 
point of Order, because i t  is very difficult to pass 
these rates without making comments on this mattzr, 
and nobody. can make a n  amendment to this Act un- 
leas you( are creating a charge on the Treasury. I feel 
that alldwances should bs given to people ~ h o  arc 
living in their own houses instead of the tax value of 
the house being added. The hon. senior member ic r  
the City i s  looking a t  me and it looks to me as if he 
gets off! [Laughter.] I do not think any man who is 
living in his own house should 'be taxed in that way. 
It is a matter of thrift  and those who have perspired 
and by putting heavy millstones around their necks, 
have acquired a home should not be called upon to 
add that to their taxable income. Ju$t as we have 
gradually reached. the stage where we regard that 
allowances for medicines should be granted, in  the 
same way a man should not be made to pay income 
tax on the home in  which he is living. I hope that 
some consideration will be given to the question of nl- 
lowantres to those who are living in  their own houses 
and who are not, renting them out. 
6.35 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, i n  view of the re- 
marks made by the last honourable member, I cer- 
tainly hope that you will take what I am going to 
say in  the spirit in  which I am saying It. This is a 
Bill that ha$ no validity after the 31st December, 
1955, except for the purpose of catching someone 
before the rates are fixed for 1956. The Bill under 
which allowances should be discussed was passed 
today. That is an  amendment to the: Act, but this 
settles the rates of Income tax for the year. It does 
not matter how much allowance is given, when you 
are  finished and you have so much left this Bill 
says that you have to pay income1 tax on it. H m -  
ourable niembers got away with comments that did 
not come under this Bill and you were generous 
enough to let them get away with it. 

I am only raising a point that I raised pre- 
+busly, and that is that the word "thereafter7' really 
puzzles me. I suppose it has worked well i n  the last 
two years, but I pointed out when it first crept into 
this Bill that as  f a r  as my memory serves me, 
these ~ a t e s  were put  up in the Five Year Plan. I 
do not know what is meant by the words, "every 

.complete dollar of taxable income for the next $64000, 
-60% and thereafter 75%." I suppose the Income 
Tax  commission^ must know what it means. HOW- 
ever, sir, it was passed by the House already and it 
is no use my going any further. 

. The question that &ill be read a second time was 
put and agreed to. 

On, the motion, of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. Cummins, 
seconded by Hon M. E. Cox, Mr. rSpeakw left the 
,Choir and t72e aoz~se  went into Committee on the 
Bill, Mr.  8nzith being in the Chair. 

C h s e  1 and 2 of the Bill were caJled and 
agpeed to. 

Hon. Dr. B. G. H. Cummins moved secodecl 
b y  Hon. M.  E. COX that the Schedule stand part. 

- Mr. LElWJS : I would like to point out that it 
is within the province of this House to alter these 
rates as they like; they can increase or decrease 
them. It is only that under the present form of 
the Government and by reason also of the fact that 
the estimates on which taxation a t  thesef rates are 
based have been passed, that the Government may 
decide at  vha t  rates to raise this taxation; but as 
f a r  as the ~ i g h t  of this House to reduce or increase 

t h e e  rates are concerned, that right remains 
unaltered. 

The qzmslion tlzaf tlzei SchedzcEe stntzcl part was 
put a d  agreed to. 

O h  the motiolz of Hdn. Dr.  H.  Q. H. C z ~ n ~ n ~ ~ n s ,  
scconded by Hon. M .  E. Cox, the Chairman reported 
the passing of the Bill i n  Committee, and &fr. , 
Speaker resumed the Chair and I-eported accord- 
ilzgly. 

On motions of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. Cuntnzins, . 
scconded by Hon. E. Cox, in eaclz case the Bill 
was read a third time and passed. 

RESOLUTION TY) APPROVE lCIVIL 
ESTABLISHMENT ORDER, NO. 2 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker, this is a 
fiesolution to approve the Order entitled "The Civil 
~stabl ishment (General) (Amendment) Order, No. 
2, 1955." I t  makes provision for the addition of 
certain staff. I think the Premier in his Budget . 
Speech did mention the need for another Perlnanent 
Secretary. As i t  is now, the Permanent Secretary 
for the Minister of Communications and Works and 
the Permanent Secretary for  iny Ministry is one and 
the same persm. An arrangeinat  of that sort could 
not allow for the despatch of files to the hlinisters 
gs freely as we would like. One illan has to do two 
sets of work, (both volulizitlous in nature), allcl it 
is impossible to despatch the work in t h ~  way that 
i t  would satisfy the requirenients of the Ministries. 

This was envisaged at  the beginning of Miaiisterial 
Status. There were many kho foresaw a thing of 
fhis sort. We were however willing to give i t  a trial 
with the hope that i t  would work satisfactorily; we 
have tried i t  for  a year. To mention one thing, 
members were disappointed that along with the Esti- 
mates they did not have the recommendations of the 
Richardson &port before them; I mean the re- 
commendations of the Government. I should say 
fhat  the same Permanent Secretary who should deal 
with that was also engaged in voluminous work in 
connection with the Deep Water -Harbour Scheme. 
That is not the only instance that  I can mention; 
there are many other instances which show you 
cannot continue like that unless you want a break 
down of the system. 

I 
I n  this R.esolution there is also provision fwr an  

Assistant Secretary who will be a kind of floating 
man. The reason for that is, that very often *4ssist- 
h a t  Secretaries of the various Ministries n ~ a y  be on 
Ieave or sick, and a junior man who is not familiar 
triith the system has to be put  in the place of an  
experienced man. I t  was thought therefore, that 
the opportunity should be taken to get this addi- 
tional Assistant Secretary who could go to any Mind 
istry in the case of sickness or leave or any other 
emergency which might cause the Assistant decre- 
tary to be absent from his desk. 

As regards the Confidential Secretary to the 
Governor, as the Addendum says the distinctioll be- 
kween the duties and responsibilities of that post 
and the post of Private Secretary to the Goverilor 
was recognised a t  the time of the introductioll of 
hfinisterial Government when the title of the foriller 
post was altered to Private Secretary to the Gov- 
ernor, and that of the latter to A.D.C. The Private 
Secretary is responsible for the running of the 
Governor's Office including all mail and telegrams, 
~yphe r s  and codes, shortha*ld writing and typing, 
the Governor's official engagements and the official 
records; and the duties and responsibility of the 
post call for special c,ualities of discretion and corn- 
petence. I think this was promulgated a t  the time 02 
t 
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the Estimates when the work of this individual was 
compared parallel to  that of the work of Miss Bart- 
lett. Apparently they do work of a similar natare; 
and Government is now talring this opportunity to 
bring this individual's post up to the same level of 
pay. I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 
6.45 p.m. 

IIon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Nr. F. L. \VAIICOTT: On this matter I hold 

special views. I do not think Government can say 
that Miss Haskell was overiooked in any ministerial 
business, because I have not seen that in any of the 
public documents; neither do I subscribe to the view 
that because Miss Bartlett was paid a salary of a 
Senior Clerk that Miss Haskell should also be paid 
on the same scale. Miss Bartlett was promoted a 
Senior Clerk on duties unconnected with those which 
she is performing now. This is not a scientific basis 
of reviewing the Service. For all these years there 
was this post a t  Government House; for all these 
years there mere these duties in  the Secretariat; 
now, suddenly you come and say that the work a t  
Government House is parallel to that in the Secre- 
tariat. Ministerial system has nothing to do with 
the situation at  Government House; fa r  from that, 
Ministerial system has to some extent reduced thol 
floM7 work which used to pass through the 
of the Colonial Secretary. The work which a Min- 
ister is has the flow of 
a t  Government House. Again, I would say that Miss 
Bartlett was made a Clerk thmugh duties un- 
cmneeted with the work which she is doing now. 
Miss Rartlett could have been made a Senior Clerk 
bnd up0n to work in the Post Office 
stamp\. That post a t  Government House has no 
greater responsibility than that which a Long Grade 
Clerk is looking after at  the Parcel Post Office. I 
said at the beginning that I never accepted the view 
that tllia post a t  GOvernmellt E~onse carried any 
greater responsibilities than any of the Private 
secretaries in the G~~~~~~~~~~ service. ~ 1 1  that 
you are doing is to pay the present holder an  increase 
in  salary; this is not an upgrade. I n  your desire 
to pay her a greater salary, you are justifying it by 
saying that it is on a parallel with work which &liss 
Bartlett is doing. That is no argument. This post 
a t  Government House v3as reviewed when all the other 
posts in the Government Service were reviewed, and 
i t  was upgraded a t  that time; so this argument of 
puttil;g her into this special post cannot be justified 
with ,r-hat Ilappened in 1950; and up to now you 
have llot yet reviewed the others. fiEiss Bartlett 
is an individual of the Civil Service has been 
made a Senior Clerk and would have been paid as 
such e~-en  if she were put in the Post Office or sent 
to Sealr~ell. 

'Another point which I want to nlake is with 
i e s p e ~ t  to the Publi- Service Commission and it is 
not a m&ttcr for the Minister but for the public. I 
said when we were dealing with the Estimatns that 
the Public Service Commission which deals with 
appoi1ltment.s to the Servic,2 needed overhauling I 
said so without any reference to the ability, charac- 
ter or integrity of any of its members. I said so 
with reference to the Chairman of the Public Service 
Commi\sion who is also a member of the Executive 
Committee. I am not saying that he should not be 
Chairman of the Public Service Commission, because 
I thiul; hd is admirably suitable for that Office, but 
he should not be Chairman of the Pu'blic Servict 
Comillission and also a member of the Executivcl 
Committee at  the same time. Another thing is this: 
I have seen something in the newspapers which shows 
that a gentleman who has been appointed to the 
Public Service Commission is going to act as Chief 

EOUSE 

Justice. I do not think that the Chief Justice of 
this colony who has something to do with appointing 
Magistrates should be a member of the Public Ser-,~ice 
Commission; and I do not think that the acting 
Chief Justic9 who is in  the same position as the Chief 

+- 
Justice should be a member of the Public Service 
Commission now he is acting Chief Justice; and that  
is the position of His Honour, Mr. J. W. B. Chenery. 
The appointment of Magistrates cones under his 
portfolio, and I do not think as s meniber of the 
Public Service Commission he should say who should 
be appointed, when he has to recommend suitablg 
candidates to the Public Service Commission; h:! 
would be putting into effect his own recommends- 

* 

tion. Another thing is this: i t  might be an accident 
that two brothers are sitting on the Public Service 
Commission. Barbados is really a small place bnt 
with its redundant population, I am sure you car1 

* 
find somebody else with character, ability and ia- 
tegrity to be a member of that body. Do not let 
that be thrown a t  you. f 

So far  as the additions1 Permanent Secretary 
is I have said already that a blind man 
on a trotting horse see that that set up which 
you had 2ould not ,vOr]r. course you were not 
trying out something; you were waiting for enough 

l 

time to elapse to come bkck to this H70use for this. 
you not be trying out this, because it is just 
like trying out a neehorse with a i-olls R,oyce motor 

to see how he will nm with the car. 

i 
E 
a; 

year, Nr. Speaker, Government will be coming back 
B 

to thir H~~~~ for the fifth Permanent 
E 
1 

Again I must say that I have strong views on 
this qLlesticn of the increase in salsry of the post at 
Government House. The reasons given do not im- 

F 
F 

press me as being sound. I do want; l 
start row; but I do if You are going to + i 

C a r T  this private Secretary at  ~ave rnmen t  ~ o u s e  
li 

r 
from $2,280 to $3,000 per snnum, I hope that there l 

C 
will be no objection to giving something more to the 3 
Librarian (lr" this who is the same 
work and who I hear is going to ask for something i 

If you start this thing now, you cannot blame 
all~body for bringing any pressure bear On you, 

li 
$ S 

hecause you started the pressure m yourself. i 
6.55 Pm. 

Nr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I can remember i 
when the titles of these offices were changed but I do 

L 

I 
not remember if at  that time there were any altera- 
tions made in the salaries. From the Addendum to 
this ltesolution 1 take it that there was no increase i 

made in the salaries. 1 notice that the titles of officers 
at  Government House were changed. The Covern- f 

ment has already had some considerable experience E: 
in increasing the salaries of one set of people, and I 
they had to appoint a Conlmissioner to go into the 
salaries of the whole service. As the honourable 
member has said, if they have interfered with olie 

k 
1 

ofrice they will have to be prepared fcr others. 
The Public Service Commission must be kept I 

from politics. YOU have a politician at  its head; if 
he is a member of the Executive Committee he is a t 
politician. also have the Acting Chief Justice 
as a member of the Public Service Commission at  i 

the same time. These things need consideration; I 

they are continually being commented upon in this I 

~ I o " s ~ .  L i I 

The next thing is this: we have before us today ! 
the Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment) 
Order No. 2, 1955 and we also hare on the Order 
Paper the Civil Establishment (General) (Amend- • i h 

ment) Order No. 3, 1955, and as far  as I remember 
we have already passed a Civil Establishment Amend- 2 

3 
ment Order for 1955. Do you mean to say that t h e  * i 
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Executive Committee and the Government cannot 
pu t  their house in order? You have now in the 

.space of a week or two, three General Amendment 
E Orders, and I am asking all the time if anyone knows 

what the Civil Establishment is today. Since 1949 
when the Act was passed there have been several 
amendments to the original orders and they ought 
to bring down a consolidating Order so that honour- 
able members would know what the position of the 
establishment is. Only those who have kept all the 
Orders up-to-date can tell you what the Civil Estab- 
lishment is today. YOU have had three Civil Estab- 
lishment Orders already this year; what does that 
mean? I consider that i t  should be fairly easy to 
get a consolidating Order in here every two years, 
and let us wipe out all the amending Orders and 
have one Order so that honourable members can 
say "this is the Civil Establishment Order." 

I hope that we are not taking a great deal of 
; interest in somebody who needs an  increase i n  salary 

merely because he is under the eyes of His Excellency 
the Governor, and because some others are not so 

?JL -' nea,r to Governme~t House and the Governor that 
they have been overlooked. As I said on a previous oc- 
casion, some Governor said he had no doubt that we 

.could pay the same salaries as British Guiana; I do 
not know whether he knew that he was going there 

.car not. The only decent thing for the Government 
to do is to pay the salaries of B.G. because that is 
what the Government agreed to pay; and in some 
instances they are paying more. 

The qsestiom that this Resolution do rww pass 
:v)m put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT (GENERAL) 
(AMENDMENT) NO. 3 ORDER 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMIXS: Mr. Speaker, I 
ask leave to take Order No. 14 a s  the next Order of 
t he  day. 

There being m objection leave was granted the 
Hon. Minister. 
' Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 

.@ .stands in  the name of the Hon. Minister of Social 
Services : to move the passing of the following Resolu- 
tion: Resolution to approve the Order entitled the 
* ' Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment) No: 
3 order ,  1955. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMmNS : As -we were told 
'by the honourable junior member for the City, this 
Order deals with the Auditor General's Office. f t  
is consequent to the recommendations of Mr. J. W. 
Fostef who wag down here not so long ago in  con- 
nection with the Organisation and Method in the 
Civil Service. The amendments are as follows:- 

111. AUDITOE GENERAL 
For  Item 4 Substitute 

"4. Examiner $2,280 X 120 - 3,000 4" 
XXVII.  GENERAL SERVICE 

F ' For  Item 1 Substitute 
';l. Clerk (a)  senior $2,280 X 120 

l 
- 3,000 .... .... 22' 

(b) Long Grade 
$600.600. 660.840 X 
72 - 1,128 (E.B.) 

C 1,296 X 96 - 1,680 
(E.B.) 1,872 X 96 - 
2,160 X 120 -2,280 210' 

.XXXIX. ACCOUNTANT GENERAL 
For Item 2 Substitute 

" 2. Assistant Accountant 
General $4,560 .... l' 

5. 

After Item 2 Add 
"3. Accountant $1,920. 

1,980 X 120 - 8,880 
X 144 - 3,456 .... 1" 

"4. Assistant Accountant 
ernnient has taken the work done by Vestries, the 

$2,280 X 120 - 3,000 3 " 
1 beg to move that this Resolution do now pas?, 
l h n .  M. E. COS:  I beg to secolid that. 

7.05 p.m. 
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. SPEAKER, 1 must say sir, 

that from my observations, i t  seeins that time and 
time again we have created departments. The GOV- 
ment has taken over the work done 'by Vestries, the 
Commissioners of Highways and people of that sort. 
A t  one time the Auditor General did not have the 
accounts of the General Hospital to audit, and it 
seems to me that with work of a nature which is 
meticulous one has to be extreinely careful not to 
place it on the Audit OBce without a substantial 
increase in staff. This is one Department that can 
be said to be in need of an  increase in staff, because 
of the fact that the work has to be kept u p  to date 
in  view of our pre-audit system. Any delay in that 
oflice is reflected in inconvenience to the public. 

I notice that this Assistant Accountant General 
is a new post that is to be created. Again I would 
like to say that we should h a w  a more comprehensive 
picture of our Civil Establishment and discuss it in  . 
relation to the recommendations of the expert in 
Organisation and Method. I t  seems as if every now 
and again the Government comes and says, let u s  
create a new post here and there, let us put more 
clerks in the Civil Service in the Long Grade section 
or any other section so that they can be distributed 
to various offices; but we do not get a comprehensive 
view. What does the Government really want? Are 
they going to deal with the Accountant General* 
Office, the Auditor General's Office, and then deal 
with the Customs and Income Tax Department an- 
other time ? 

Z would like to see the whole Civil Establishment 
set out in a document and laid before the House so 
that honourable members may be of assistance to  the 
Government in  what the Government wants to do. 
Let US take the Addendum; the Addendum says as 
regards the Accountant General's Officg that the 
Organisation and Method Adviser suggested that the 
staff of the Audit Department be increased by all 
additional Examiner and the employment of two or 
three temporary clerks until the duties of the depart- 
ment have been revised and the arrears brought up  
to date. For  the Treasury he recommended the re- 
designation of one of the two posts of Accountant as 
senior Accountant, the inclusion of the three temp- 
orary clerks on a permanent establishment, and the 
creation of a n  additional post of Stenographe1.- 
Typist. 

I would have to read from top to bottoln of the 
Addendum to fin& out where mention is made of this 
new post and what is the explanation for it. How- 
ever, sir, i t  is not good to deny the Governmellt these 
posts that they ask for, because if anything happens 
they will throw the blame on the House. I hope how- 
ever, that this thing d ~ e s  not get out of hand, if i t  
is not oub of hand already. As the honourable junior 

1 member for St. Peter is often saying we do not iike 
this ad hoc method of increasing this Civil Establish- 
ment, and doing many other things besides that. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, it would be im- 
possible for us to sit here and agree with this piece 
meal way of coming for  additional stafffor the ~ a r i o u s  
departments, whether the increases are justified or 
not. After the report of the expert on Organisatioa 
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and Method nas  presented to the Goveranlent, it. 
ahould have been the responsibility of ihe Govern- 
nieilt to jniplement it. As I understand it, the pur-# 

' pose was to train someone whose permanent re-; 
spoiisibility it would be to bring the Governn1ent7s, 
attentio~z to methods that would saye other than per- 
sonal or any kind of clerical work to the various 
dep;~rtinei~ts. Tn the absence of that, I think the 
inonep would have been wasted. 

Eficiency means continuous scrutiny of the 
m~tliocls used in the departments. Uilless there is 

' some person who has been trained and detailed to do 
this work, in three years time the report of the expert 
will be out of date. The Government should take 
steps to put it on a permanent basis. T think the 
r e p ~ r t  said that sue4 a person should have been 
trained to follow up tbe expert's recoinnieildatior~s, 

l and should be able to always keep the Government 
, advisecl, or the P~tblic Service Comniission, as to way., 
a1111 ineans of keeping the Government's staff up to 

,mark.  111 the ~bsence of that, it will be impossible 
, fo r  11s to say whether this or that increase in staff is 
justifiable or not. I do 11ot know what the Govern- 
ment is doing about it:  and if the Minister can let 
11s  knot^ whose respollsibility i t  is and if i t  is being 
done 1 would be glad to hear. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I will promise honour- 
able menibers that I mill make a note of their com- 
ments. 

The qtwstion that the Resolutionl do now p1a.r.:. 
was put a?ztrl nrgeed to. 

BILL T O  +MEND POLICE ACT, 1908 1 
. i lon. Dr. CU>I$~INS: &fr. Speaker, 1 am ask- 
ing leave to proceed 174th Order No. 15, as the next 

,Order of the Day. ' 
There being no objection leave was granted the 

' honol~rable member. 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: This Bill, sir, is a short 

one. I t  seeks to delete Section 7 of the Police Act 
which makes provision for the Commissioner of 
Police to be eZ officio Superintendent of the Fire 

'Brigade. XTe have had a Fire Officer about a year 
or  two ago, and there was Civil Establishment Order 
No. 1, which made provision for the establishment of 
the office of Fire Brigade Officer. That having been 
done, this Clause 7 in the Police Act, 1908, has to 
be deleted. You cannot have two Superintendents 
of the Fire Brigadk a t  the same time. I beg to move 
that this Bill be read a second time. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
l 'he qziestion was put and agreed to. 
Hon. Dr. H. G. CUulIdfINS, moved seconded b y  

12012.. 31. E.  COX that Mr. SPEAKER leave the  
C'itair and the 1Zoiise go into Cojnmittee on  the Bill. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Speaker, 9 am only rising 
now because I feel that on this particular motion is 
the appropriate occasion for me to emphasisc what 
I have been saying all along. TSTe are now abolishing 
an  offics, and you have to leave the Chair and the 
Chairman of Committees has to go in the Chair and 
report back to yoa etc. We were creating an office 
just now thereby spending money out of the Treasury, 
and no honourable ineniber could even speak twice 
on it. Watch the procedure for abolishing a title; 
i t  really is amusmg. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirma- 
tive without division. 

Mr.. Speaker l e f t  t72e Chair and the Honse went 
into  Committee on  the BiU, Illr. Smljth being in thcl 
Chair. 

Cln9~se 1 was called and passed. 
Clause 2 was ca.lled, 

: 1t readsasfo l lo~vs : -  

"Section seven of the Police Act, 1908, is hereby- 
repealed. '' 

Hon. Dr. C'UMMINS: I beg to move that. 
Clause a stand part. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to secoi~d that. 
* 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, for the purpose of 
rhe record, I am g,oing to read Clause 7 of the princi- 
pal Act. It is a very short one I t  is as  follows:- 

"The Commissioner of Police shall be er  offic-o 
Superintendent of the Fire Brigade, and shall receive 
the salary attached to that office. " 

The  question that Clause 2 stand part was pu: 
and resolved in the uffiffirmiat.~ve without division. S 

O n  motion of H m .  Dr. Cunzmins, seconded by 
Hon. M.  E. Cox, Mr. Chlairman reported the palssing 
of the Bill in Committee. 

Mr. Speaker resunzed the Chair and reported L 
accordingly. 

Oz separafe motions of IIbn. Dr. Cumminis, sec- 
o,zded b y  Hon. M. E. CQX i n  each cme, the Rill was t read a third time ancl pawsed. i 

LEAVE GRANTED TO TAKE ORDER NO. 17 

Hon. Dr. CUMgINS: Mr. Speaker. I am asking 
leave to take Order No. 17 as the next Order of t he  
day, and I am also asking for leave for the Hon. 
Minister of Communications to take charge of that 
Item. 

There being no objection, leave was granted tha 
lzonaurable mamber. 

THE ST. JOSEPH HIGHWAYS EMPLOYEES 
(SPECIAL PENSIONS) BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the day 
now stands in the' name of the Hon. Minister of 
Communications: 'sec,>nd reading of a Bill to make 
provision for the payment of Pensions out of the 
general revenue of the island to certain former em- 
ployees of the Commissioners of Highways of the 
parish of St. Joseph. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, this Bill is con- 
sequent of the decision of the Government to take 
over the responsibility of repairing the roads of St. 
Joseph. When that Bill was before the House, I said 
then that the Government proposed to take over along 
with thwe roads the assets and liabilities of the 
Highway Commissioners of St. Joseph. I alw said 
then (and I know that the honourable junior member 
for Sit. Joseph has raised the question) that no one 
would suffer as a result of Government taking over 
those r o a h ;  and I pointed out then that there may be 
an individual whose service the Government niight 
find it difficult to retain. I assured the House a t  that 
time that whatever happened, Government wss pre. 
pared to make good any loss which might occur as a 
result of oar taking over those road?. 

Well, sir, the clerk of the Highway Com- 
missioners, Mr. A. T. King, apparently used 
to get w salary of $60 per month and as a 
result Government has decided to give him a pension 
at  the rate of $288 per annum by monthly instal- 
ments; or a gratuity of $750 and thereafter a reduced 
pension of $214.15 per annum by1 monthly instalments. 
I n  the case of Mr. J .  A. DaC. Mapp who was tho 
Highway Impector, i t  has been decided to pay him 
a pension a t  the rate of $650 per annum by monthly 
instalments; or a gratuity of $1,625 and thereafter a 
reduced pension a t  the rate of $487.50 per annum 
by monthly instalments. 

I may mention that these two gentlemen come 
under the Pension Act of 1925, section 4; and pro- 
vision has been made for them also under section 
9 of the same Act m fa r  as the abolition of oEce 
is concerned. As you know, sir, the Act sets out 



that a ratio of sixtieths should be paid for abolition 
of office in accordance with the number of years of 
service done by the individual. That has been includea 
in the computation of the pensions in both cases. I n  
the case of Mr. Mapp, he gets additional five sixtieth 
for abolition of office, and in the case o; 
Mr. King, he gets seven sixtieths added to his 
pension for the same purpose. I should like to make 
it crystal clear that these two officers have been 
given all that is really due to them, and perhaps 111 

some cases more. 
There is hardly any more for me to say 6.: 

this stage, except to listen to what the honourable 
junior member for St. Joseph might say. As I 
have said already, the Government did not find it 
necessary to continue with the services of Mr. Mapp. 
You will also see in the Bill that there are two other 
pensioners-Mr. A. A. B. Gill, and Mr. D. C. A. Ince. 
They were formally paid pensions from the High- 
way Commissioners. That revenue from which thes:, 
pensioners were paid now falls to Government, thew 
fore the Governmeilt has assumed the respon- 
sibility for making, good these pensions. I think that 
explains the whole thing, and I now beg to move that 
this Bill be now read a second time. 
7.25 p.m. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. SMITH : I am very glad to see that the 

Government has considered these men who found 
themselves out of a job due to the taking over of 
'these roads. I n  the case of Mr. King one cam 
clearly see that that would be alright; and I believe 
it will be satisfactory even to the =me Mr. King. 
But sir, as  regards Mr. Mapp who is a D u n g  mam 
younger than I am, it worries me to see that the 
Government is pensioning this man rather than 
allowing him to work for a salary. There is some. 
thing wrong that the Government would not even 
allow a representative of the particular parish t c  
know the reasons for not employing this man. I an 
sme that everything as far  as  road inspection i~ 
concerned, was going dright;  I do not know if the 
former Commissionerk U f  Highways ha.ve recom- 
mendeB him to the Government arr a bad servanl 
o r  bekg  unfit or anything of the sort, bujt I do 
h e w  why the Government should pay this man a 
pension rather than tallow him to work. 

Since the Government h a  ta3mn over thesc 
roads, the Government has promoted two men whc 
were supposed to be under this man ; they have brough 
them forward and put them in the place where Mr 
Mapp should have been; and no reason has beer 
given why Government has not employed Mr. Mapp 
It is also worrying Mr. Napp too, because he feels i l  
will operate against him in the securing of anothel 
job since this pension will not be able to keep him 
he being a man with a family. If he were an old mar 
he would have put in a sufficient number of years 
york so $hat he oould live on his pension. 

I have mked questions so that the House woulc 
know what are the reasons why Mr. Mapp has no1 
been employed. I have talked over the matter wit2 
Mr. Mapp and he himself wanted to know the rea 
sons too. If there was anything fishy about Mr 
&pp, he would mt have wanted to know why h( 
was not employed. I am looking forward to the Hon 
Minister of Communications letting this House knov 
the reasons for not employing Mr. Rlapp. 

Mr. LEWIS : I would Like to say that I k n o ~  
nothing about this matter, therefore I am dealing 
with this Bill as printed and circulated. I thin1 
'that these are matters which should be expedited 
LII~ they should be expedited before they come befor, 
$his House. This Bill was given notice of las 

Tuesday, i t  was printed and circulated to honourable 
members yesterday afternoon land it is being consid- 
ered today. I do not know if this Bill will appear in 
the Officzab Gazatte so that the persons concerned 
will read it; I do not know if anybody who is men- 
tioned here knows what is the final decision in  this 
Bill. If we leave it to them to know when the Bill 
is made public, l do not think tbat sufficient time has 
?lapsed for them to do so. While the Governmeut 
may be anxious to do these things there may be 
some little flaw which, if drawn to the Minister's 
tttention, may be rectified. There are occasions 
chen the Goverilment has said that i t  is well to 
reconsider things. 

Another thing is that in the first paragraph of 
this Bill there is a new introduction in the drafting 
of Bills. I speak under correction, but I think I have 
seen a commencement date like this, but I do not 
know if it was retroactive. It says this : 

The Accountant General is hereby authorised 
and required to pay from the Public Treasury on 
the warrant of the Governor-in-Executive Commit- 
tee as from the 1st day of September, 195-" 

I do not know if the money is to be paid f m  
the Public Treasury as from the 1st September, 1954 
Gr not, but to put in the words "on the warrant . ~ f  
the Governor-in-Executive Committee as from the Iw 
clay of September, 1954" seems to me that it is onIy 
after the 1st September they can issue this warrant, 
but it must come after the coming into operation of 
this Act. I believe that a commencement clause hs.9 
been put in at  this point in an  Act; however this Bill 
reads somewhat awkwardly. Anytime after the first 
of September, 1954, the Accountant General can ac- 
cept a warrant of the Governor-in-Execuitive Corn- 
mittee but the pensions are ta be paid from the 
1st September, 19'54. That is clear to  me. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have scrutinhed this Bill 
and I do not think it should have been brought here 
a t  all. This is a pri-te Bill and it has to paaa 
through the same procedure as other private Bills, 
St should not have come to this House sa io as ~ 
has come. 

non. M. E.  COX: From whom must this BiH 
come i 

Mr. SPBAKER: It has come f b m  the Govern- 
ment but it deals with private iadmidaals. 
7.35 pm. 

Mr. LEWTS: If reference is made to the Le%& 
Patent they will see thak you are eorreot. When 
Government sponsors a Private Member's Bill they 
always leave out the Claum saving the rights af the 
Crown, bemuse i t  would be reilundant. 

Mr. BARROW: I am speaking on a point of 
Order. I agreed with Your Honour's ~wling. I think 
that an unfortunate custom was created when you 
granted the Sugar Produoers' A4ssociation the right 
to use certain Crown lands at Needhanl's Point. As 
the honourable junior member for the City and 
Your Honour have rightly pointed out, the Letters 
Patient clearly set out the nature of a Private Bit1 
and a Public Bill. Our Interpretation Act makes 
it unnecessary to have Clause 4 in a Public Bill. If 
this were not really a, Private Bill there would be no 
need for Clause 4 to 'h i n W e d  at  all. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I do not quite foJlom t h ~  
argument that is being put up.  If  a Government 
member does not bring in .a Bill to create a charge 
on the Government who can? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member does 
not seem to understand. I am not saying that a 
Government m e m k  cannot bring a Private Bill, l. 
am merely drawing to the Minister's attention that 
a Private Bill introdueed by a member of the Goit- 

I * 
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erninelit nlust still go through the procedure that 
any normal Private Bill must go through. I an* 
not saying that the honourable l i m b e r  is m o n g  t o  
bring this Bill. 

I-Ion. &f. E. COX: 1 have seen here in this IIouse 

&I. SPEAKER: There seems to be some con- 
troversy. Soiile research is necessary. That being so 
I will order that this Bill be postponled for a short 
time. 

T h e  Bill was  postponed.  

BILL TO AMEND SUGAR INDUSTRY ACT. 

11011. Dr. 11. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I am 
aqking leave to take Order No. 18, as  the next Orcier 
of the Day. 

T h e r e  being n o  objection, leave w a s  granted Ihe 
honolil,nble nzenz b~ev. . . 

Hon. It. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, this is a Si l l  
to ainencl the Sugar Industry (Rehabilitation, Pric-i 
Stabilization and Labour Wedfare) (Local Consump- 
tion) ,let, 1932. Since 1952, funds derived from the 
levies on locally consunled sugar have been used 
to subsidise one grade of sugar inaizufactu~ed for 
local cons~unptiorq; thqt is, the brown crystal grade. 
The levies ainount a t  prcesent to $13.20 a ton, and 
last year the totol sum raised from these bevies was 
$'183.,?(,CI. The balance brought forward from the 
prl.e;.vious year was $16,800; the levies that we raised 
on 8 total tonnage of 10,000 tons was $132,000, and 
there was a mai.gina1 difference of $36,700. That 
brought the total to $185,50C1. Of that amount 35,849 
bags of brown crystal sugar w?re subsidised, ancl 
the price to the consumer was reduced to 7Xc.  per 
pound. 

'Flip position this year is that the levies for the 
subsicly have dropped considerably. There is nu 
balance such as we had last year. There is no mar- 
ginal clifference and we have mercely $133,000 raiscil 
from the levy at  the rate of $13.20 3 ton. We have 
decided in view of the fact that the total anlount has 
dropped considerably, to keep the priae of browii 
crystal sugar at the same 7 % ~ .  per pound, and to 
subsidise a larger an~ount of sugar, a little over 
36,000 bags. Last year we subsidised 35,849 bagq. 

Tilt. aillount requirecl to sttbsidise these bmags is 
$186,278. Whell you subtract the amount available 
from the levy, $132,000 there will be a balance of 
$54,2733 required for the total subsidy. We intend 
tc grt that from the surplus balances which 
the Cc~ntroller of Supplies has in hand as a resuit 
of bulk trading; and bp  adding the amount of 
$54,273 ~u l to  the $132,000 we will be able to sub- 
sidise the same amount of bags last year or little 
inorr. to keep the price of sugar a t  the same level 
as la\t year, that is, 71/2c. per pound. 

1 do eaalise that some members of the HOUF:: 
will say that again this year this Fill  has come in 
late. 1 will explain i t  was simply because of my 
visit tc, the U.K. that this matter has been dielayed; 
otherwise it would have been brought down some time 
bacli, a t  least before the crop started. 

I think I have given the House all the informa- 
tion T call with regard to the price last year and the 
amolult to be raised th is  year. I therefore beg to 
movt\ that this Bill be now read a second time. 
7.45 ]?.m. 

I-Tun. C. E.  TALMA: I beg to secondl that. 
Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, this Bill is long 

awaited by merchants and the planting commuility, 
because up to now not a bag of this sugar has been 
produdeid; and you oan very well understand what 
5s the position owing to the fact that the crop has 
been very f a r  advanced for the secason due to the 

dryness of the canes. Thia Government this year i s  
subsidising about a thousand bags of the same dark 
orystal sugar more than last year. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I would like to interrupt -4 

the honourable member. Last year we subsidiseJ 
35,849 bags of this sugar. This pear WC are silb- 
sidising 36,COO bags. 

Mr. GODDAR,D: I was about to say that lad% 
year they started off with a balance of $16,000 and 
they had another $361,000 from marginal &fferences. 
They did not have these two sums for two years,. 1 but to make up that they have taken $54,278 froili 

I a surplus balance from the Controller of Supplies. * 
This may come as a surprise to those who do not 
know how that fund has accumulated. I t  is a fund 
which ths Coiltroller of Supplies accumulated 
during the war years when he equalised prices so .I 

.that he could fix a ceiling price on one commodity. 
As a result of that, they built up a huge balanca 
which was utiliseid otherwise. They have now takrn v 
$54,278 from those balances to equalise sugar. f 
would like to ask the Hon. Minister of Trade h,>cv 
much flemains in that fund now' that they have take11 
away this amount of $54,278 ? That is my first ques- 

&-S; 
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tion. 1; 
There are very few things which are equalised f 

now. Is  this the beginning of the winding up ol the 
Control Department 'by your taking this fund and 1 
using part of i t  in subsidies? 

Now, Sir, tills particular grade of sugar is being 
subsidised year after year. Last year, I remember 

I 
E 

that the Hon. Minister of Trad. stated he was not 
wtisfied that this was the best way to do it, and 
as he had only been into office for a couple of mouthd, 
he was agreeing with it but during the year he was 
going into i t  more thoroughly, and he had hoped to 
study the suggestion which came from the honourable 
junior member for the City whereby all sugars used 
for local consumption would be exempted from thib 
tax. I n  other words, instead of assisting by sub- 
sidising any one grade of sugar, you should let these 
grades find their market value. 

'The Hgn. Minister of Trade made no mention 
of that tonight, and I would like to know what are & 
his views on that subject. I would like to know 
\-#hether he feels i t  is better to subsidise these grades 
of sngar or not assist to them, and to allow them to 
meet their market value. That is my second ques- 
tion. 

The $13.20 which is set aside on every ton of 
sugar for this purpose is done i n  Barbados, but not 
itn other colonial territories. I remember about three 
or four years ago, that the honourable junior mem- 
ber for the City drew to the attention of the Gov- 
ernment (and that was long before we were sub- 
sidising any one grade of sugar) that we were ac- 
tuallp taking the cess from off these sugars and 
putting i t  to  the L-a'bour Welfare Fund, and he 
argued that we should take the $13.20 only off the 
sugar that we exported and not off the.locally cor 
sumed sugar. The Government since then has de- 
cided that that money wonld be used for keeping 
one grade of sugar at  7% cents per pound. By 
doing that, it is putting a strain on that grade of. 
sugar. There is not sufficient sugar in that grade, 
and by December we will not have a pound of dad: 
crystal sugar in any of the warehouses. Last year 
we subsidised a similar quantity; we did not start 
to do so before May, and by Christmas i t  was out 
of supply. This year, we will start to do so in April 
and naturally it will go off the shelves in November. 
Governme:lt is subsidising this grade of sugar so 
heavily that i t  is creating a great demand for this 

I sugar, which is out of proportion to the other grades 
of sugar. I think the Government should revise i ts  



policy on this matter in the light of what was pro- 
posed la6t year. 

Whether Government or the NIillister did not 
have time this year to do it or not, I would like to 
know tonigbt if the Minister has considered this 

"7.55 p.m. 
Mr. SMITH: Relative to t.he subsidy on this 

.sugar, it is an, understood fact that the people whom 
you want to help are not getting this sugar as they 
.should get it, because the small shopkeepers as well 
as the merchants cannot sell this sugar in great 
quantities; you have to buy the dark crystals m d  
the yellow crystals at the same time. You cannot 
tell Mr. "A" that he is in a position to buy this 
sugar and he must leave the sugar sold at  8 % ~ .  a 
pound to those who have to buy it. As the honour- 
able junior member for Christ Church has said, 
these people are out of this Eugar early in the year; 
-you are only confusing the people with this subsidy 
when they cannot get the amount they want. I thii~b 
that those who are responsible far this matter should 
go into it and see the amount of sugar which they 
will want to run through from year to year and 
.siibsidise that amount, regardless of where they get 
the money from. You either have to subsidise all 
of this sugar or none of i t ;  rather than keep it at 74c 
a pound put i t  a t  8 % ~ .  a pound so that the people 
will be able to get4all they need. 

This sugar is being subsidised in April and by 
September you will ~ i o t  be able to get one pound of 
i t ;  these same peopl.: whom you are tryiag to help 
have to fall back on buying sugar a t  SOC. a pound. 
The Government should d e t m i n e  the amount of 
sugar which is being consumed and subsidise that 
amount; if you do not have the money to subsidise 
the sugar then you will have to get sugar from some- 
where. What is the use of helping people for three 
moaths of the year and then there is no more of this 
sugar for them, and they have to buy expensive 
sugar just as other persons who are in a position to 
subsidise it. 

34r. F. L. WALCOTT : This is a question whicb 
urill show you how false is the thaory of trying to 
subsidise something a t  a price which you have to 
.admit is unrealistic. The honourable member who 
has just! sat down is not aware of what has happened 
.at all. You are subsidising 10,000 tons of sugar aad 
all the sugar therefore cannot be available. The 
Hon. Minister said last year that he was only in  
cffice for a short period, but he would see that this 
-systelm will not work this yea;. The system has 
worked worse than last year; the Hon. Minister must 
.explain to the House how the marginal difference 
came and as a result you have this $36,000, and 
why there is no marginal difference this year. Does 
the Hon. Minister know the -quantity of sugar sub- 
-sidised and whether it is leaching the people? Is 
the Hon. Minister satisfied that this island is in a 
position to get all the sugar which is manufactured 
for local consumption in this island? I can say that 
last year this island was in the invidious position of 
manufacturing sugar which you could not pu'rchase: 
I mean by that, that this island was nearly left with- 
out that sugar. I would like to have sonie explana- 
tion as to the points I have raised; you are still ty- 
ing the price of locally consumed sugar to the price 
c;f exported sugar. I want to say that the British 
Government should not pass any Act saying what 
the price of sugar should be. .-, - -  
8.05 ~ . m .  ! 

Now what are we doing in Barbados? We 
are manufacturing sugar; we admit that ~ v e  are 
not paying too much wages, but a t  the same tiirt 

we are doing something unscientific. As I saic, 
you are not paying too much in wages to those 

I who work in the Sugar Industry and admitting 
at  the same time that the Sugar Industry is making 1 too mueh money, because you are subsidising 

l something that local consumers are using. Your 
1 manufacturing costs are either too high and there- 

fore the comlnuizity cannot pay a price that can 
be regarded as reasonable. 

There can be no political baiting in the fact 
that you want to provide sugar a t  a cheaper price. 
You manufacture soap here, and -you subsidise 
soap. The housekeeper has to pay whatever price 
can be regarded as reasonable for soap. I t  is un- 
scientific to go on with this subsidy on sugar unless 
you are suggesting that the price is too high, or 
that the manufacturing costs are too high. Are 
you going to have an inquiry into the Sugar In- 
dustry or are you going to continue with this 
subsidy each year? 

a The Hon. Minister talked about marginal- 
differences. I mill ask why is it that last year 
the Governinent did not collect money under this 
Act from the Price Stabilisation Fund? There was I an old agremlent that you should get 5 -  a ton 
from Price Stabilisation. Why is i t  that the Gov- 
ernment did not seek to continue the 1931-53 

'Agreement whereby they could collect that i/- a 
ton ? 

I am not going into &etail at  this stage; I am 
- waiting until we gett into Committee. What I 

would like to say is that if you continue this sys- 
tem and you do not subsidise enough of the sugar, 
you will not know if the people are getting it or 
not. I understand that shopkeepers are n~~xi i ig  this 

I sugar with other sugar and charging ten cents a 
pound for i t ;  I do not really know; I only use 
the sugar that is put before me. I do feel that  
when the Government is spending this large 
amount of money, when they are subsidising 3,000: 
tons out of 10,000 a t  a cost of $185,000, the Gov- 
ernment should state whether they are satisfied 
that the money is being better spent in this avenue, 
as against if it mere spent in another avenue. 

If the amount of sugar consumed in the com- 
munity is 10,000 tons and you are subsidising 
3,000 tons, it meails that you are subsidising about 
a third of the total amount consumed. If after 
spending that nloiiey you cannot supply all the 
people all the year, I think i t  mould be better to 
spmd this money by way of lending people 
amounts to repair their houses. If you are rednc- 
ing sugar from 94 to 74 cents a pound, but you 
are reducing it for such a short period of the pear, 
it is not going to make any diRerenee, in a man's 
budget; the money that you are spending on this 
could be more usefully spent on some other pro- 
ject that will benefit the worker right through 
and through. If you loaned $400 to a man. 
to repair his house, that would mean more to his 
budget than if he paid two cents less for sugar 
for a part of the year. I t  would be better to put 
this $185,000 in the Labour Welfare Fund or 
some other project where you could do a greater 
amount of benefit. You mill be doing more for 
the economic 'benefit of the community. 

You are not subsidising all the sugar that 
everyone is eating; nor are you subsidising all the 
sugar all the time that the poor are eating. I t  
might have been a good idea to start this subsidi- 
sation; but you have seen as clear as daylight that 
it does not mean what you thought it would mean. 
I t  means that the same people still have to qpend 
more of their money. Everyone who goefi to the 
shops knows that usually you have to sttldr pro- 
nomic. As the honourable junior member for St. 
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joseph says, when you go into a provision store 
to buy a bag of subsidised sugar you cannot get 
it unless you buy a bag of the other type. Then 
when a man goes to a retail shop and he wants 
a pound of the 74 cents a pound sugar you cannot 
get i t  unless you buy something else. The shop- 
keeper is seeing that he gets off all the old things 
on the shelf along with the sugar. Some people 
have to  get what they want by sending other peopl.: 
to  buy for them in stages. 

I want to knaw,-sir, how is i t  that the marginal 
difference does not exist any longer. I would also 
like to  know why the marginal difference was 
used to  subsidise this local sugar last year and 
cot the money from the fund which the honour- 
able member says he is now using. I want to 
know what has become of the proposed change 
that the Minister was to  bring before the/ House 
this year. The 1Einister said this Bill was delay- 
ed because he was away;  we cannot accept that. 
We have a Government and a Legislature running 
this colony. Because he is away is no excuse for  
bringing this late, or a t  least, this very lame excuse- 
8.15 p.m. 

The Ministers must have their arrangements 
whereby if one Minister leaves here some other 
Minister can carry on the work. I wonder when 
a Minister leaves here whether we do not have 
to pay him. This is becoming a personal affair 
and it is not a personal affair, i t  is a public matter- 
Np excuses should be given. A matter of this mag- 
nitude should have come to the House of Assem- 
bly a t  an  earlier stage. On one occasion, the hon- 
ourable junior member for the City hinted that 
this subsidy should have been put out by no\\T, 
otherwise i t  would give the fictitious impression 
that the subsidy of this sugar was lasting longer 
than i t  really was. I air1 saying, Mr. speaker, 
that  i t  is not a good excuse to say that because 
the EIonourable Minister of Trade m s  absent from 
the island, therefors the things which come under 
his portfolio could not be done. 

As I have said earlier, I do feel that there 
must be a different system to deal with the price 
~f sugar for eonsum~tion locally. 
ment is subsidising sugar a t  a price which is unre- 
lated ta the export price i t  is a l l ~ ~ a ~ s  going to 
get this trouble. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. speaker, this Bill has a 
history; and i t  is a history which if the Govern- 
ment had been willing to see' the error of its 
ways and amend the Sugar Industry (Rehabilita- 
tion, Price Stabilization gdnd Labour Welfare) Act, 
1947, all this difficulty would have been Over. It 
should have been 'luended that the cess funds 
should not be collected on locally consumed sugar; 
we should have brought this in line with the other 
colonies. 

If I may go a step further, that  is, to say 
what the honourable junior member for St.  Peter 
said, this is a locally produced item and you should 
fix a price for  it. Do not let the sugar producers 
manage you. This is a scheme ~ ~ r h i c h  the Execn- 
tive Committee had some years ago; and it was 
pointed out to them that the only thing with which 
you can subsidise sugar is sugar. You depend on 
sugar for your revenue; therefore i t  is the only 
thing ~ v i t h  which you can subsidise it. You are 
collecting a cess on sugar and trying to confine 
the subsidy on one grade of sugar. Government 
feels that if you keep one grade a t  74 cents p m  
pound you will encourage the people to buy it. 
I would tell the Government that in the same 
way as they manufacture molasses a a d  they equate 
it to stlgar so as to  eneowage the Sugar Xndustry 
not to make all sugar but to make molasses also, 

you can also do something with sugar for  local 
consumption. You now equate sugar and molasses 
to the crop of the island. You get one price for 
the sugar which the Government of Great Britain Y k s  
takes from you, and you get another price for  t 

the local market and you get another price for  ! 
the molasses which you sell to Canada; why can- t 

not you add all three prices together and give I 
ell of them. the same price for a ton of sugar? It 
certainly can be done. You have a price-fixing ! 
body and they can say what the price of sugar i 
should be; you do not have to create another an-, /I 
thority for  doing that. All that  the Government 
has done is to accept what somebody in the Other k,I 
Place has said. The people in the other islands 
used to sell the sugar consumed locally for more 
than what they got from exporting i t ;  therefore 
tAey arg entitled to adopt another'method. I think 
we should adopt a method which is in keeping 
with eommonsense and fair play. 

I am not in agreement with the honourable 
junior m m b e r  for St. Peter. I do not agree with 
the suggestion that you should eollect $185,000 
from all the people in the island $0 that you can 
lemd i t  only to sugar workers; I think that  is. 
wrong. You collect that amount from everybody 
who eats sugar, therefore everybody should benefit. 
Fou should never have included the locally consumed 
sugar in the Labour Welfare Fund ;  and I remem- 
bm well a t  the time I pointed out that you mere 
making the workers contribute to their own labour 
welfare. If the Government wanted to be t rue to  
themselves. they would never do this. The; 
got into all this trouble when the export price3 
startecl to fall. When i t  went too high, they found 
themselves in difficulty with respect to charging 
the people for locally consllnmed sugar. This is a 
most unsatisfactory system ancl I sincerely hope.. 
it would 'be abandoned. I am sure there are per- 
sons in this islal~d  TIT^^ call equate these prices; 

f 
and Government should get these people to do sc 
in order to give a true picture. 

Now, sir, the honourable inember for  Christ 
Church mentioned the various items 011 T\rhich they 

B 
collected a cess. The time for all of that is pass- -+ / 
ed. D,.. Saillt said that an admirable thing. 

* 

to do durillg the Tvar but \Ire should cut i t  out r 
now. Ln the first place it was illegal to do so. i 
~ o ' n e  of these accounts 11~as brought to the House. I 
of Assembly so that could see what was 
happening. This fund should have been 
ever since. We allowed them to collect monev from 

5 
the consumer and to do as they liked with it: It is . P I 
time to stop all of this uonseme. All that you arc 
doing is to make for somebody. f t  is time tg 
let everything take its course. z 

I hope that the Honourable Minister of Trade 
would see the wisdom of bringing in an amend- B 
ment to the Act and cut out this cess on the local { 
sugar and to compel factories to mal~ufacture L 

sugar for local consumption. I kno~ir that some 
of them have said that i t  cannot be done; but if 
some of them manufacture molasses and you say 
that  290 wine gallons of molasses are equal to a 
ton of sugar, then you can find a method to equate 

B 
locally consumed sugar with that which you expel-I. 

It only needs a little calculation; everybody would 
get the same for rt ton of sugar, so that the fac- 
tories which make sugar for  local consumption 
would not be placed a t  any disadvantage. 
8.25 p.m. 

When the Hon. Knis te r  was asked why this 
Bill was not brought in here before, he told us that 
i t  was because he was out of the island. This Hill 
has been brought in now when everybody knows 



that when i t  was f i s t  introduced in the House before 
it W* late and the next year it was later still. This 
is about the third or fourth year in  which this Bill 
li.as been brought in, and i t  must be brought in late 
because they are only subsidising a small quantity o f  
sugar, since they have not got enough sugar. That Is 
the real reason for i t ;  i t  is not because any Minster 
was out ,of the island. Of the three or four grades of 
sugar sold bere you are only subsidising one grade; 
I gm making my suggestion because from the time 
tliis thing started I have had a conflict with the GOT- 
e r w e n t  over this method which is unique and self 
imposed on Barbadians. 
a, TUDOR: What disturbs me first of all 

about this matter, is that I do not think the Hon. 
B h i s k r  can clairo that very much more is to be 
done this year than has been done last year, From 
the figures it appears that this year we are going 
tcr subsidise 36,000 bags of sugar; last year we sub- 
sidised 35,849 bags and there is only a difference 
of 151 bags as I .see it. It is within the experience 
of all, of us that after the month Of December i t  is 
very d ~ c u l t  to  get this sugar; therefore one in- 
escapable conolusion that you can draw is that there 
is not enough sugar. I was not ia this House lasr; 
year when this same matter came up, but I wonde:- 
whether i t  had been pointed out to the Government 
that  if they had managed to fix the price a t  8c. 9r  

8 % ~ .  per pound, they might have subsidised more 
of this sugar. If 36,000 bags of sugar last until 
December, and between December and the time when 
the new priees are fixed people have to do without 
it; i t  can only be that another five or six thouseand 
bags more would have met the demand until the 
new lot of sugar appeared in the shops. I t  is there- 
fore worthwhile consideriiig whether a few thousand 
bags more cannot be subsidised with the whole lot 
and a t  a slightly higher retail price. For one thing, 
the demand for i t  will not be so great, because the 
rush to get i t  would not be so great since there 
wopld be more of this sugar. If you do not oon- 
sjder any such &heme you are liable to illto 
difficulties. Since there is So little of this sugar, 
there is always the temptation on the part  of some 
shopkeepers to hold i t  up .  I do not think the Gov- 
crnment need have had any difficulty in explainina 
to ~ e o p l e  what the position is; if you can tell the 
consumer that by raising the price of sugar you 
can give him more he would see the reason for this 
Bill, because he remembers that in November last he 
had to buy sugar a t  1 0 % ~ .  a pound; or if you tell 
him that that is going to stop because by producin~ 
six or seven thousand bags more you give it to him 
a t  S1hc. a pound, you will be allowing him to save 
something. L can say at least the 'Government 
might have thought it good politics to say to people 
that "we have brought you eheap sugar," but they 
have not done that. I f  you let people buy sugar at 
7 % ~ .  per pound for eight months and in  the re- 
maining four months of the year you haxe to make 
him purchase it a t  l&. pey pound, you would nor 
have done much. I n  the first case you would have 
~e rmi t t ed  him to buy the sugar for a longer, period. 
8.35 p.m. 

I do not think, therefore, that this matter 
should be looked at from the purely political anyle 
or from the point of view of substantiating tile 
theory that you are  doing something for the people ; 
because the figure8 themselves and the experienr.e 
of the consumers of sugar show that you do not 
help. My plea therefore is that more of i& sb-onld 
be made available, and let the priee go up another 
half cent, Poaz would be able to  subsidise more of 
it, and you would save the consumer the hardship 

of having to spend an  extra two and a half cents' 
cr ~ossibly three cents in the three months of the 
year when he emnot get any of the subsidised sug.m 
at all. Secondly, as long as you make less of i t  
than is required by the people who actually 
sume it, you are creating a standing temptation to 
influential merchants to corner the most of it m d  
hold it up. 

There is no reason therefore why this Fugas 
should not be available all the year round; it IS not 
something that we are importing; it is s o m t u g  
that we are making here; and i t  is for  the Govern- 
r.~ent to see what are the needs of the ctonsumers, 
and when they have seen what those needs are, to  
say to the Sugar Producers' Amociation, "you have 
got to make so much and so of this or that  kind of 
sugar," and that is the end of the matter, 

Of course I do not know how the Minister will 
reply to the questions raised by the honourable 
members who have spoken so far. Perhaps i t  would 
'be well if he could tell us who adviaes him on these 
matters. I t  would be interesting, I think, for  ts to 
know; and we would alm like to know in addition to 
who advises him, what is the basis of their advice. 
IIolv do they arrive, for instance, at the quantity that 
you should subsidise. You ape sub id i skg  this year 
151 bags more than last year if my figures are correct. 
MThy 1518 Is  i t  only because last year you endeci 
x i th  35,849 and you wanted round figures; so y o l ~  
aecided to put on an extra 151 so as tv bring it to 
36,000? There must be some reason. 

I know of course we heard k i m  say that they 
only subsidise wha@ they c m  pay for. B u t  it should 
be borne in mind by the Minister and his aJrisers 
that the people are capable of using more of this 
bug,, than they are allowed to eat a t  the momeni. 
I wonder id the Gnis ter  and his advisers decide that 
since no money can be found to subsidise the extra 
5 000 or 6,000 bags necessary, they will not subsidise 
it 

I know that no inoney is taken out of the 
Treasury to do i t ;  but even so there must be other 
funds. That is what,we want to know. It may not 
be necessary to ask the consumers of sugar as  tax- 
payers to subsidise the cbnsumers of sdgar. I t .  
Tvould be interesting, and I think it would help us, 
if the Minister could give us a little background 
illformation as to whether he could manage to have 
a few thousand bags more of this sugar produced; 
and what effect, if any, i t  would have on the general 
sugar position if they had it sold a t  say, eight cents 
instead of a t  seven and a half cents a pound. I do 
not think there would be any revolt about i t  beca:?se 
of the advantage of getting i t  all the year round, 
which would outweigh the disadvantage of having 
to pay a little more for it. I think f i a t  would be 
a,ore a'ppreciated than getting i t  a t  7% cents a 
pound for nine months of the year, and then having 
three months of the year. 

I do not think that Minister should'feel nervous 
at all about taking that step, because the guiding 

rinciple after all is that you want all the people 
to get all the sugar a,ll the year round; and any 
step taken to bring that boon within the reach of 
the people is, I think, a justifiable one, especially iin 

vew of the fact that you would not need much 
more sugar for the last three months for the year- 
possibly 5,000 t o  7,000 more bags. That is the most 
t5at would be needed to  allow the people to  get this 
sugar all the year round, and there need not be 
any very big increase in the prtce. 

Hon. R. (2. MAPP: WO have had raany inter- 
esting points raised in this debate. So= of t h m  
I cannot answer off hand; others I will t ry  my best 
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to  ansnar. I also want to correct a few false in!- 
pressions which may have been created by certa'n 
honourable members. The honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph said, (and I think the honourabl- 
junior member for St. Peter created the impression) 
that we were only subsidising one third of the amount 
required. 

Mr. F. L. IYALCOTT: I said one third of the 
total amount manufactured for  local consumption. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I had written one 
third of the amount required. What the honour- 
able junior member for  St. Joseph was referring to, 
was that we were only subsidising one third of the 
total amount of Brown Crystal sugar required. But 
our figures show that we are subsidising more than 
two thirds of the total amount required to last a full 
year. We estimate i t  to last nine moiiths. I n  any 
si;bsidisatioa scheme, let us  admit that the best 
system possible to ensure that you are benefiting all 
the consumers would be a rationing system. Thst 
is the only means of ensuring that it reaches all the 
people whom you intend to benefit. 

The last honourable member in a very logi;;.ral 
speech pointed out that if we allowed the price to 
g( u p  by a half cent, we could subsidise more bays 
and spread i t  over a longer period. My reply 1s 
that  I think i t  would be a, very serious thing for 
us to allow the price to go up  a t  this stage when the 
cost of living has risen in  recent months, on5ng to 
the fact that the prices of certain goods have gone up 
1 do feel that it would be a very serious thing for 
us t o  allow the price of sugar to go up by another 
half cent, although as the honourable member said, , 
it would mean that the people would get the sugar 

system altogether and allow the industry to havo 
free play; but there will be no guarantee -thar; 
the sugar produced will be sold a t  less thall 9%'. 
per pound. I challenge any honourable inember to 
say that he does not buy this grade of sugar a:ld 3P 
does not look for it. 

I n  reply to the hon. junior member for St. Luzy, 
I mould just like to tell him that if we had budgeted 
to subsidise the full amount which would be used 
in a year, we mould require a sum of about $228,000. i 
We would have to look for $95,658. At present, we 
are taking from the surplus balances from trading 
$54,278, but if we subsidise the full year's require- 1 

nlent of this grade of sugar, we would need more than 
$95,000; and we do not consider that it wonld be 

()L*. 

vise to do so a t  this particular time. I n  fact, W.: 

cannot find the amount to subsidise a full year's 
requirement. 

I think the honourable junior member for St. 
Peter will agree when I say that he has been dealing 
with this matter for a long time-since 1950, I 
have heard him argue in this House that this 
price must be tied to the price which is paid by the +. 
Ministry of Fbod, because it affects the workers and 
the othbr funds. I do not agree that the workers 
\vould welcome this money going to the Housing Fund. 
There is money earmarked to that Fund already, 
and it is a revolving fund. At this time I cannot 
agree that these workers would view any increass 
ill the price of sugar by a penny a pound with 
equa~iimity. I have considered it again and again 
from all angles, and I think it best to continue this 
system especially a t  this time when the Cost of Living 
is rising. 

all the year round. 
8.45 p.m. 

I do realise the force of his argument; but  I saz* 
again that it is a matter of timing. If  the cost of 
living were falling, we might have considered doing 
i t ;  'but I did not agree to the price of local sugar 
rising by  a half cent a t  this particular time. 

Now, sir, I would just iike to give the House 
these figures. If we take the levy and subsidy off 
these sugars, the price of the grade a t  1 1 % ~ .  per ]h 
~vould come down by half cent; that is to l l c .  per 
3b. and that which is sold at 1 0 % ~ .  per lb. would 
drop to l&.; but the grade of brown crystals would 
rise 'by a whole penny, that is, it would go u p  from 
7 % ~ .  per lb. to  91/20. per lb. I t  is true that the hon. 
junior member for  the City has put up the idea cf 
wvrking i t  in the same method as we work the 
molasses; that is, to put  on a cess to equalise th, 
position between the factories. However, I am sure 
he will admit that you cannot compel a factory t,, 
sell sugar a t  a loss; and this scheme whereby you 
would put  on a cess, just as you do to equalise sugar 
and  molasses so that when the price of molasses fa& 
the manufacturers of molasses do not lose, and 
alternately when i t  rises they do not get any morcl 
than the sugar manufacturers, tvould take somi. 
working out. 

When the world price of molasses goes up you 
should have something to balance it, or when i t  falls, 
you should have something from the good years to  
equalise i t ;  but if you conipel local manufacturer, 
t o  manufacture a sugar to sell a t  a lower price, you 
would be compelling them to operate a t  a loss every 
year. We have investigated these figures. I say 
again if we do away with this system, you will ha\,% 
to institute a Very rigid system on factories and yon 
will have to call on the Union to pay a different pric .~ 
to  workers in the industry. [A VOICE: I will 
show you how i t  can lie done. It is easier thml 
kissing your hand.] You can do away with thz  

The honourable junior member for Christ Church 
asked for the 'balance of the F'und from the Controller 
of Supplies. I do not have all the figures. 
8.55 p.m. 

The qzcestwn, t h t  this Bill be  vmw read secorcd 
time was put and resolved *in the affirrrnative without 
dzv isiorz. 
Onc the mat& of R0.n R. G. . i iWP,  secondad b y  
A o ~ .  C. E. TALMA, Mr. Speaker left tks C h i r  and 
the House went into Cmmn'ttes on( the Bill, 1Clr. 
SHITH be* tha Chair. .B $ 

Cllauss 1 was called and passed. 6 
Cluuse 2 W called. 
Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to move that Clause 

2 stand part of the Bill. 
Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WBL,COTT: I am taking this op- 

portunity to thank the Hon. Minister for the inform- 
ation he has given; but when I asked about the niar- 
ginal difference I did not ask him to tell me what 
linem about i t ;  I wanted him to tell the Committee. 
The Government does not sell sugar to anybody. What 
he is saying is that the marginal difference is the 
workers' money which was used for subsidising this 
sugar. There is no  such thing as the Government de- 
ciding to sell sugar to the Ministry of Food; tn; B 
Government had an  agreement with the Sugar Pro- 
ducers' Association. I do not want the hen. member 
to give the Committee the impression that this is ally 

- . l  
fund of the Government; this marginal difference i p  

E 
f 

not a levy which the Government has made in this ! 
connection either. T want that point to be made errs- 
tal clear ; this is an arrangement but  not a levy. %'ha' 
I asked and what has not been answered is this: 

i 
the Government might have made a levy of 5/- 

y 
in connection with the Price Stabilisation Fund, 
aucl  XYIIV that was not done; that was in the Gov- 
ernment's power to do. I did not say that you 
should increase the price of sugar: I said that if 

E k 

the workers are only getting a small portion of this !m 
*\ 
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money for a short period then this money could be 
'better used in  another direction. The point which 
was raised is that this $185,000 could be better spent 
in  other avenues than the amount of money which 
the people are getting. I would like to say that 
more people are asliing for money to use in the Labour 
Welfare Funds than whom the Government is help- 
ing. I repeat: the marginal difference is not a 
trading arrangement with anybody; there is a trad- 
ing arrangement with the Sugar Producers Associa- 
tion and the Ministry of Food. I wollld like t h e  
honourable junior member for the City to Bnow- 

Mr. CHAIR,MAN: I think the honourable mem- 
ber is making a second reading speech. 

Mr. F'. L. WALCOTT: This is in connection 
with Clause 2. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The honourable member can 
only talk about what happened in 1955. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am sayiag that the 
amount of money which was used to subsidise this 
sugar came from money which was not obtained from 
local sugar; I am pointing out that the amount of 
money which was used last year to help subsidise the 
sugar was obtained from sugar other than local 
sugar. That is why I asked the Hon. Minister about 
the levy in respect of Price Etabilisation. When we 
are iealillg y;ith thcz- matters thc Chairman allow 
mcre lattitude in having these points raised. 

Mr. GODDARD : The Hon. Minister did not 
reply to my question because he did not have the 
figures; 'but he said that the amount of money was 
substantial. If that is so, my contention is that he 
should have subsidised more sugar because more 
funds were available. However, it would still be 
very interesting to know how much more money he 
has and whether he intends keeping that Fund 
there for next year. We should like to know if this 
Fund is going to grow during the year or if i t  will 
be diminished. I also asked if there is going to be a 
liquidation of this Department; I would be grateful 
for some anlightenment as  to that matter. If the 
honourable member cannot give us figures, he could 
give us a11 idea of the funds in the Control Depart- 
ment. 
9.05 p.m. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I think the honourable 
junior member for St. Peter must have misunderstood 
me when I replied about the marginal difference. 
I did not mean to imply that we were entering into 
any trading arrangement. 

The marginal difference amounted to $3.67 a ton. 
That was added to the $13.20 a ton because in that 
ycar we sold these sugars and got a good price. Mre 
got the currency difference from the dollar area. As I 
said we added this incriease to the $13.20 a ton, and 
those two amounts, plus the balance, provided $180,000 
cidd that we had for snhsibisation last year. 

I hope i t  is not thought that we are using an.,-- 
t l~ ing  that u'e should not use. I made i t  clear that 
the additional money we used last year was from t h ~  
1953 crop. We could not use last year's money col- 
lected from the 1954 crop. I do not think that 1 
u-ould hava to stress that.  You collect and spend trt- 
marginal proceeds from the previous pear's crop. 

Now. sir, as regards what the last hon. member 
said, there are no funds of thc Control Board implicit- 
Ip or explicitly in~olved in this niatter at  all. As fal. 
as the remainder of the amount is concerned, and as 
far  as the balance is concerned, it is there for the Go,-- 
ernment to use. We have come to a decision which 
tile House mill lrnow about in the near future, as to 
how to use these f ~ ~ n d s .  I t  seems easy to take more 
money and subsidise more bags of sugar; but is is a 

.ct.rious thing because you may be faced with a chang- 
i ~ g  situation, making it necessary to look to other 
methods in futnre years. I t  may be as  the hon. junicr:. 
clember for St. Lucy has stressed that taking into 
account the cost of living index next year, we may 
hr re  to do that. You will have to take many things 
illto consideration; but you certainly could not en- 
vysage taking over $200,000 to subsidise one grade 
of sugar. 

Mr. LEWTS: Mr. Chairman, I am going to say 
that when an ho11. member makes a second reading 
speech and does not answer satisfactorily, the only 
way to get the points cleared up is to wait until you 
go into Committee. I would like you to allow me under 
this section to make a few remarks. If you take off 
this cess and you do not use it to subsidise i t  will 
mean that the price will have to be so and so. That 
is a defeatist argument; that is what someone has told 
him. His Ministry can say what the price of sugar 
must be. 

They do not sell all the expdted  sugar at  ona 
price. They sell to  the United Kingdom at  a guar- 
anteed price; they sell on the open market and to 
places like St. Kitts, St. bucia 'and such places at  God 
knows what price. P u t  all the prices toglether and 
get the mean. If you can equate what you sell at 
:l guaranteed price, what you sell on the open market 
and to West Indian colonies and what you sell in 
nlolasses, cannot you arrive a t  the mean price at  which 
yctu should sell local sugar? The Hon. Minister of 
Tlkde is murmuring something; if he wants me to tell 
bin1 at  what price to sell, he can sell i t  a t  five cents 
a pound. [Hon. M. E. COX: Why not sell i t  a t  a 
penny a pound!] Let the Minister of Communica 
tlons fix the price. No one will lose anything. Tha 
price of export sugar dropped 5/- one year and 5/- 
another year and no one got any less in wages. You 
did not collect the $2.00 for the Dieep Water Harbou;, 
and did anyone get anything? 

I do feel that we are accustomed to these ques- 
tions and I am putting up  a reasonable proposi- 
tion. It can be done quite easily. Do not let anyone 
browbeat you into saying that there are difficulties 
in it. If you get over the first year pou will see that 
it is as easy as ever. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, sometimes 
I do not know if the hon. member studies what he is 
saying. He is saying that if you sell to  the Ministry 
of Food at  one price and on the open market a t  an- 
other price you should ppt  all the p&es toglether 
and get the mean. Put  what together? I have told 
him that we have gone into this question of fixing 
the price and i t  is not as easy as i t  may look. You 
must have some basis to work on. 

Now when you are selling on the open market 
there is 110 fixed price. m e  only price that  is fixed 
is that a t  which you sell to the Ministry of 
Food. You cannot therefore talk about put- 
ting prices together and then arriving at  a mean. 
I sympathise with what the hon. member has in mind. 
He and I are on all fours as to the need for working 
out a system better than this, and a t  the same time 
guranteeing the local price. But you have to have 
some basis to work on; you have to see that  the manu- 
facturers of suga~r for local consumption are re in .  
bursed in relation to the manufacturers of the sugar 
that is sold to the Ministry of Food. They have to pay 
the same price for canes and pay the same wagss. It 
is not so easy. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : There can be no such 
thing as a mean price when you are selling 130,000 
tons at one price, 20,0001 tons at  another price, and 
10,GOO tons a t  another price. Has the &linisf,er yet 
realised that you cannot tie local sugar to the nego- 
tiated price, because that price is higher than the price 



cn  the free market? What you haye to take is a 
weighted average, 'based on the differewe between the 
price negotiable with the Ministry of Food and thc 
price that you get on the free market. If you do not 
do that you will be asking the community to pay the 
higher price. As l have said you must work out a 
veighted average price. 
9 15 p.m. 

It is purely a matter that nobody has given wlfl i-  
cient thought to, or has really got down to the matter; 
because the people who inanufaeture sugar locally ade 
only a few, and they feel that if you call upon them 

.to manufacture sugar for local consumption you ar- 
not going to give them the same price as those who 
are manufacturing i t  for export. I do say that it is 
unscientific to subsidise sugar produced locally when 
you are satisfied that the local product is not too dear. 
I see no reason why we should not pay 9 % ~ .  per 
pound for dark crystal sugar. Nobody should be vewcri 
to pay that price for it so long as they are getting 
their normal requirement. The reason why you said 
so is because we have been wedded to the itlea that we 
cannot pay more than 7 % ~  per e u n d  for sugar. 

The price of sugar has fallen, and the whole 
paint about it is that we are subsidisingl a market 
which is falling. You will be forced to limit your 
production in the course of time; and now that you 
should be thinking of limiting it, you are still sub- 
sidising a certain grade. The Cost of Living has not 
risen to that elstent that you a& trying to point out, 
.although I am not saying that the Cost of Living is 
not high. I am saying that the weighted average 
price can be worked out. I am satisfied i11 my mind 

-that the sugar producers in this island can come to- 
gether and work it out, if the Govermwnt has a 
.point of view; but the local manufacturers are no: 
going to come and say to you that they are going t o  
make sugar for local consumption and do not mind it 
they are getting the same price as those who are 
.exporting it. If the Government is satisfied that 
.7%c, per pouad should be the stapdard price of sugar 
sold in, the idaad, you should see on what basis you 
cqn produrn i t  to sell a t  that pnice. 

The gdestion, that Clawe 2 stmd p r t  was put 
4 resolved in  the afi~nmtiue withoat divi+sY'.olz. 

Om mstiaa af BOB. R. C.  M A P ,  seconded bg 
Uon,. C.  E. TALMA, Hr. CHAIRlWAN report& the 
1.assin.g of the Bill in Cornm'ttBe. 

Hr. $P.F;AXE:R r e s w e d  the C h i r  alnd repwted 
:accrxrdinglg. 

0% separate motwms of Hornl. R. G. iV&PP, second- 
'cd &y lfon. C. E. TALIWA in .each case, the Bill was 
re.& a t h h t  time avzd passed. 
3 15 p.m. 

!lYZE ADJOURNMENT I 
Tha Order Paper having been fixed, 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I think sir, that we have 

had a very nice time indeed during the paqt few weeks. 
On one occasion, we sat from 12 (noon) until half 
past six of the morning of the next day. I think WC 

really have earned a holiday. I: therefore beg to 
move that this House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 
39d May, 1955 at  3 o'clock in the afternoon. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to  secand that. 
Mr. GODDAICD : l would on1 like to say that  

we will be comiing in  from the adijourment when 
cricket will be taking place at Kensington Oval. 

Mr. B W C K E R :  Mr. Speaker, while I am not 
upholding this motion, I want to say that we were 
cut of the services of a Messenger and Library Assist- 
ant for a very long time, and that shocdd not be $0; 
etl~eciaily ~vhelz so much unemployment is dampant, 
I do not feel hon. mem'bers of this House should be so 
long handicapped, especially when we have competent 
persons, one of whom can be appointed. 

We want soinebody to fill the shoes of the late 
lamented Mr. Clittens; I think me should make that ap- 
pointment. It is necessary that this vacancy be filled; 
hon. members a re  being inconvenienced when they 
want anything done. 1 am asking that this matre,- 
be given attention now so that we will not have to 
wait until the month of May before we have that 
post filled. 

Mr. F. L. IVALCOT'L' : I am quite in agreement 
with the hon. junior meniber for Christ Church; t h e ~ 2  4 (are those of as who like going to cricket and there 
urll be no point i n  adjourning the House to n, date 
when the Australians are here. 1 am sure that on 
tile 3rd of May the Australians will be playing tha 
first colony match and if I an1 in  the body, the House 
will be minus one of its members. Of course I will 
see the cricketers next week but I want to see t h e n  
i11 my homeland. 

Mr. LEWIS:  So far as the point raised by the 
hon. senior meiiiber for St. Lucy relative to the post 
of Messenger nnd Library Attendant, if he had come 
to the House eai~lier on at  least two occasions when 
this matter was down for consideration he would have 
assisted me. When the House is ahout to be a d j o u r ~ -  
ed the hon. member is interested but he does not come 
early; perhaps if ha had been here earlier he would 
have helped me. Nobody has a proprietary right in 
this matter and therefbre it should not await the ar- 
rival of the Premier or anybody else. The most junior 
member of this House could be i n  charge of this mat- 
ter. 

I am going to play a verv big role on this occa- 
sion; I am wondering if it would not be better for 
this House to meet either on the 19th OP the 26th of 
next month and then a d j o u ~ n  during the Crioket 
Touriiament. If we are going to adjourn from now 
until the 3rd May we may not have a quorum, which 
would be nonsense. ljet us have a holiday. I beg to 
move as an amendment that this House do now ad- 
journ until Tuwday 26th April, a t  3 o'clock p.m. 

Mr. TUDOR : I beg to second that. 
Non. Dr. H. G. H. CUIMMINS : I am accepting 

that amendment; I really did not realise that the 
Cricket Tournament was commencing so earlr. 

The qzsestim that this Hwde do now ~ldjourn 
vw%l Tuesdug 26th A@, 1955, at 3 o'clock p m .  
u~as p t  a,M resolved Gn the a f i rmt i ve  @Yhout divi- 
sion, and Mr. XPEAKER adjourned the House ac- 
cordingl y. 
9.30 p.m. 
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THE 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Z'uesday, 26th April, 1955. .* 
Pursuant to the adjournment the House of AS- 

sembly met a t  3 o'clock p.m. to-day. 

PRESENT 

His Honour Mr. K N. R. HUSBANDS, (Speaker) ; 
His Honour Mr. A. E. S. LEWIS, (Deputy Speaker) ; 
Hon. M. E. Cox, (Minister of Communicdtims, Works 
and Housing) ; Mr. L. E. SMITH, J.P., (Chairmum of 
Cfomnzittees) ; Hon. R. G. MAPP, (Minister of Trade, 
Industry and Labour) ; Mr. F. C. GODDARD, (Leader 
of the Opposition) ; Mr. F. E.  MILLER, Mr. J. C. 
MOTTLEY, Mr. V. B. VAUGIIAN, Hon. C. E .  T&LMA, 
(,Wincister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries) ; Mrs. 
E. E. BWRNE, Mr. E. W. BARROW, B.Sc., Mr. J. C. 
TUDOR, M.A. 

Prayers were read. 
Messrs. HAYNES, P. L. IVALCOTT aind 

RRYAN entered the Home and took 'their seats. 

DOCUMENTS 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have thre honour to inform thc 
House that I have neceived the following :- 

Statement of accounts of the Barbados Electric 
Supply Corporation for the year ending the 30th 
June, 1954. 

Also Statement of Revenue and Expenditure for 
the half year ended the 31st March 1955, from the 
Commissioners of Highways of the parish of St. 
Philip. 

Also Statement of Revenue a r d  ~ x ~ e n d i t u r e  for 
the half year ended 31st March this year from the 
Commissioners of Highways of St. Philip in  connec- 
tion with tenantry roads. 

PAPERS LAID 

By command of His Excellency the Governor. 
Papers were laid as follows : 

Hon M. E .  COX, for the Premi'er: Report of the 
Department of Education for  the year ended on the 
31st August, 1953. 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditure of the 
Barbados Savings Bank for  the year ended 31st 
December, 1953. 

Quarterly Return of Transactions in  Rum to  
the 31st March, 1955. 

Statements showing the amounts advanced by 
the Government of Barbados and the amounts re- 
ceived from Her Majesty's Government in  the United 
Kingdom under the provisions of the Colonial Devel- 
opment and Welfare Act for the periods ended on 
the 30th September and 31st December, 1954, i n  re- 
spect of the several schemes sanctioned by the 
Legislature. 

Statement showing Gross Customs and Excise 
Beceipts for eleven months ended 28th February 1955. 

The Public Officers Loan and Travelling Allow- 
ances (Scheduled Officers) Regulations 1955. 

Hon. M. E. COX for Minister of Social Services: 
Reports of the Registrar of Friendly Societies for ths 
half years ended 30th June 1951, 31st December 
1951, 30th June 1952, and 31st December 1952. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA : Report on Work and Gen- 
c ral Use of the "Investigator" from the time of 
!auiiching to the 30th June 1954. 

Statement from the Barbados General Agricul- 
tural Society regarding the appropriation of the 
Legislative Grant for the year 1954. 

Bulletin No. 21 of the Department of Science and 
Agriculture : " The Yileld of Sugar Cane i n  Barbados 
in 1954." 

Hon. M. E .  COX: Post Office Advances for  
payment of Money Orders to the 28th February, 1955. 

REPLIES TO QUESTIONS 

Reply to Question No. 7 regarding the lerection 
of Standpipes bnd the laying of water mains in St. 
George. 

Hon. M. E.  COX. for the Premier: Reply to  
Question No. 12 regarding the pay of the Unestab- 
lished Staff a t  Bowmanston Pumping Station. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: Reply to Question No. 23 
regarding an Aided Self-Help Housing Scheme for 
St. Andrew. 

Hon. M. E.  COX, for  the Premier: Reply to  
Question No. 26 regarding the provision of Standing 
Counsel for  the Speaker of the House. 

Hon. M. E. COX, for  the Premier: Reply t o  
Question No. 28 regarding the employment of the 
R.oad Inspector of St. Joseph. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Hon. M. E. COX for the Premier: Resolution 
to sanction the Regulations entitled the "Income 
Tax (Amendment) Regulations, 1955. " 



918 

Resolution to authorise the Governor to enter into 
a n  agreement with the pmsent holder of the office 
of Medical Superintendent of the General hospital 
to undertake Plastic Surgery. 

Resolution to authorise the Governor to enter 
into an  agreement with a person to serve in the 
Department of Medical Services in the office of Medi. 
cal Officer of Health. 

Resolution to place the sum of $2,793 at the dis- 
posal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to  
supplement thce Estimates 1955-56, Par t  I, Current, 
as shown in the Supplementary Estimate 1955-56 XO. 
1 which forms the Schedule to the Resolution. 

Resolution to place thme sum of $14,431 at  the 
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to 
supplement the Estimates 1955-56, Par t  I ,  Current, 
as shown in thae Supplementary Estimate 1955-56 No. 
3 which forms the Schedule to the Resolution. 

to amecd the law Income Tax 
in  respect of deductions from salary and wages. 

to the Church Act, 1911- 
Mr. ARder entered the House a d  took his seat. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' NOTICES 

Private Members' Notices were given m follows: 
Mr. MILLER3 : Of the following address :- 

The House of Assemlbly 
To 

H'is ExaeUemy t h  Gowe+no.r 

The House of of the firm 'pinion 
that  the United Nations Universal Declaration of 
the Human Rights be given the 
it deserves in  the minds of the people of Barbados 
%y malring the Articles of the Declaration one of the 
principal themw of our educational system. 

The House further that the 
should demonstrate its acceptance of the Declaration 
a s  the charter of the basic rights and fundamentel 
freedoms to which all men are entitled by adopting 
the suggestion of the United Nations7 General Assem- 
bly and honouring the lWh the anniver- 

H!c)usE - 
Act to be wrong in ~r inc ip le  and harmful in  its 
application. . . 

2. Furthermore, the House questions the wisdom 
cf a policy of extensive overseas investment of Public 
Monies, a policy which aggravates the unemploy- 
ment situation a t  home, and increases the resources 
of better off communities a t  the expense of our own. 

3. Accordingly the Hoqse respectfully requests 
Your Excellency to send down Legislation both de- 
signed to Repeal the Revenue Equalisation Act and 
to regulate and control the Investment of Public: 
Monies. 

Tke House of rlssen~~bby 
TO 

His Excellency The Gwevnor  

1. The House wishes to draw to Your Excel- 
lency's attention the desire of a large number of 
Government Employees to have the Cost-of-Living 
allowances added on to their basic salaries as a per- 
manent feature. 

2. Accordingly the House respectfully requests 
Your Excellency to  send down the Legislation neces- 
sary to give effect to this desire. 

The House of Assembly 
To 

His  Excellemy The Gowermr 

1. The House, views with grave disquiet the 
~eluctance of the Government t o  establish a Hot 
afeals Scheme for children in ElementaN ,Cjchools, 
and is firmly of the opinion that a hoberne 
would greatly increase the health of the children of 
this island. 

2. The House therefore urges upon Your Ex- 
cellency the need for  such a Service, even a limited 
one, and thus respectfully requests that detailed pro- 
posals be submitted to the ~ ~ g i ~ l ~ t ~ ~ ~  for its approval. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker,--I rise to a point 
of order. w i t h  reference to the first ~ d d ~ ~ ~ ~  of 
which ~ ~ t i ~ ~  has been given by the honourable junior 
member for St. Lucy, 1 think that the honourable 

sary of its adoption and proclamation as Human has the right to introduce a Bill to repeal 
Rights Day. the Act which is on the Statute Book. To enter tab  

Tbe House is of the further opinion that in order that Address, is in my submission, to make us feel 
that  the full significance and Purpose of the Day that we have lost that right. The honourable mem- 
should be appreciated by all peoples, the Governmen; ber is a t  liberty to introduce a Bill to  repeal the Act, 
should sponsor a programme for  making the  article^ and the Address is to my way of thinking out of 
of the Declaration and their meaning known by crder. I merely say that for Your H o n o ~ r ' ~  consid- 
inviting the educational authorities to arrange that eration. 
all schools and colleges should hold special efforts Mr. AIIILDIER: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to givz 
t c  mark this Dky; by enlisting the aid of local Notice of my intention to move the adjournment of 
authorities and non-governmental organisations i ~ i  the House for five minutes a t  the next meeting to 
planning official ceremonies, exhibitions, study groups discuss a matter of very grave importance relativz 
or  other appropriate functions for celebrating th? to the acquisition of land a t  Colleton Plantation, 
day; by obtaining posters, pamphlets, filmstrips ant1 St. John and the difficulties that are being experj- 
other literature obtainable From the United Natioll:; ellced as a result of the delay. I prefer to give th-: 
Readquarters for distribution; and by inviting tn3 &Iinister responsible, an opportunity of getting the 
local Press, Radio and Cinemas to carry special llecessary information for the discussion. 
Human Rights features in their programmes that dav Hon. M. E. COX : Mr. Speaker,-I beg to give 

The House feels, too, that the influence of this notice of my intention to move the House into Com- 
Declaratioii should be reflected in the future legiq- mitter of Supply at the next meeting to deal with 
lation of the Island. the ;\loney Resolutions of which I have given notice 

Mr. TUDOR : Of the following addresses :-- 

The Rouse of Assenzbly QUESTIONS 
T o  The follawing notices of guestiom w&e give% :- 

His Excellency The Govlernor Mr. TUDOR: To enquire of the Minister of 
Education :- 

l .  The House has not, as yet, received any con- 1. Will Government state why the Governing 
vincing reason for the existence of the Revenue Body of Combermere School is still without its fuli 
Equalisation Act, 1952. Moreover, i t  believes the complement of members? 
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2. Will Government (a)  state the reason for 
this surprising departure from custom and from law, 
and (b) take immediate steps to appoint the number 
of persons required to fill the vacancies? 

3 Will Government also state why certain per- 
sons, hitherto servlng on the Governing Bodies, both 
of Combermere and St. MichaeI's Girls'  school^, 
are now serving on one Governing Body and not on 
the other? 

Mr. TUDOR: To enquire of the Premier :- 
Is the Minister &ware of the fact that since 

September 1954, there have been no admissions to 
the Preparatory Form a t  Combermere School? 

If  the answer is "yes'' will the Minister say 
whether this was done, 

(a) a t  his own direction, or 
(b) on the Governing Body's Authority, or 
(c )  on the Headmaster's ituitiative. 
If the answer is "no" will the Minister take 

steps to have that Form re-established a t  this School? 
Mr. MILLER: To enquire of the Minister of 

Agriculture, Lands & Fisheries :- 
l. Will the Minister be prepared to recommend 

t,hat legislation be introduced to make tuberculosis 
in cattle and othm domestic anirnalls a notifiable 
disease and will the Minister cause a campaign to be 
initiated enlisting the assistance of all practising 
veterinarians in  the Island, by means of which all 
cattle in  this Island would be tested with a view to 
the complete eradication of this malady? 

Mr. MILLER: To enquire of the Minister of 
Agriculture, Lands & Fisheries :- 

I n  view of the fact that, in  spite of the efforts 
being made by the Governmant to improve the strains 
of cattle as  milk-producms in the Island, many indi- 
viduals, especially in the country districts, still 
breed to unsuitable bulls, will the Minister be pye- 
pared to introduce the appropriate legislation to 
require registration of all bulls, with a view to 
eliminating all unsuitable bulls ? 

Mr. MILLER: To e n q ~ i r e  of the Minister of 
Agriculture, Lands & Fisheries :- 

I n  keeping with the Government's policy in 
improving the strain of pigs h the Island, will the 
Minister be prepared to introduce the appropriate 
legislation to authorise the Department of Agri- 
culture to exchange suitable pedigree and graded 
Boars for  any unsuitable boars a t  present being used 
for  service by any individuals, making good any 
differences, the unsuitable stock being handed over 
to Government institutions for use as meat? 

Mr. SPEAKER: With respect to this last 
question, a little change is necessary. I think the 
question should end a t  the w o ~ d  "individuals." 

Mr. MILLER : Very well, Sir. 
Mr. MILLER: To enquire of the Minister of 

Social Services :- 
Will the Minister state why the Communal bath 

which has been erected near the parish Church of 
Saint George has not been made available for use 
by the Public? 

Mr. MILLER: To enquire of the Minister of 
Social Services :- 

l. Is the Minister aware that the section of the 
playing-field a t  Ellerton in  the parish of Saint George 
which is used by the Cricket Club has been rendered 
unsemiceable as  a result of an  attempt to level it? 

2. I f  the answer to the above is in the affirma- 
tive, will the Minister take the necessary steps to 
bring this playing field back into use? 

ill?. F. E. MILLErR: To enquire of the Minis- 
ter of Communications, Works & Housing:- 

I n  view of the urgent need of the residents of 
Woodland Tenantry, Jehovah Jirah, Cole Hole, 

Campion Castle, Windsor and South District, in the 
parish of Saint George, will the Minister give, im- 
mediate consideration to the installation of water 
services in these districts? 

Mr. J. C. TUDOR: To enquire of the M i n k  
ter of Trade, Industry & Labour :- 

l. I s  Government aware that acute dissatis- 
faction still exists among displaced coopers with re- 
spect to their grants from the Molasses Fund8 

2. I s  Government also aware that  many coopers 
from the Parishes of St. Lucy and St. Peter have 
riot yet received the mmey to which they are entitled8 

3. Will Governinent state (a) the amount of 
money remaining to be paid into the Fund, (b) 
how this sum has been arrived at, and (c) how many 
more coopers it is proposed to pay? 

4. Will Government also state how it is pro- 
posed to administer this Fund in  the future? 

Mr. J. C. TUDOR: To enquire of the Minister of 
Health and Social Services :- 

l. Will Government state how many pigs were 
sold from the Mental Hospital Farm in  19544 

2. Will Government state (a)  the numbm of 
purchases and (b)  the prices charged and paid for  
such pigs. 

3. Will Government also state how many pigs 
were slaughtered for consumption within the Insti- 
tion during the same period. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

On motim of Hon. M. E. Cos, seoomded by  Horc. 
C. E. Talrna, the Bill to amemd the Law relating to 
Incorns Tax in  respect of delductions from saEary and 
wages was read a firs$ ttme. 

On motion of Hon. M. E. Cos, seconded by Hon. 
C. E. Tdma,  the Bill to amemd the Anglican Church 
Act, 1911 was read a first time. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
leave for the Hon. Minister of Trade to deal with 
Order No. 1. 
3.45 p.m. 

There being no objection, leave was granted tho 
7ionozcrabLs member. 

MR. SPEAKER'S RULING RE ST. JOSEPH 
HIGHWAYS BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I have the honour to inform 
the House with respect to Order No 13  which is to 
resume debate on the second reading of a Bill to make 
provision for  the payment of pensions out of the 
General Revenue of the island to certain former em- 
ployees of the Commissioners of Highways of thc 
Parish of St. Joseph, honourable members will re- 
mefmber that on the last occasion, when the Hon. 
Minister of Communications and Works began to  
move the second reading of this Bill, the point was 
raised as to whether i t  was a private Bill and that 
if i t  were a private Bill i t  should be submitted to tha 
customary procedure laid down in  respect of privatc 
Rills. I have had time to re-consider the point and 
1 maintain that this Bill i n  its nature is a private Bill. 
IIowever, I must point out that the Minister who is 
in charge of i t  would be in  a rather awkward position 
to introduce a petition to this House seeking per- 
mission to have this Bill initiat'ed. 

The Rules, usages and customs of this Chamber 
do not make any provision for  dealing with Bills 
which I might interpret as  "Hybrid" Bills, there- 
fore I refer back to many precedents by which such 
Bills have been accorded in this Chamber the status of 
Public Bills and have been &alt with accordingly. 

I therefore yule that this Bill be treated and 
proceeded with as a Public Bill. 



AMENDMENTS TO WAGES COUNCIL BILL I 
Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister of Labour 

may proceed with Order No. 1: to move the consid- 
eration, of the amendments of the Honourable the 
Legislative Council to the Bill relating to the Es- 
tablishment of Wages Councils. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, these amend- 
ments which the Other Place made to this Bill are 
for the most part, minor amendments particularly 
of a clerical nature. Honourable members will have 
noticed that by reading the various amendments 
I need not go through these amendments s e r i a t k  
because the most of them as I have said, are minol 
oaes. The only amendments of any substance arc 
the addition of 'Clause 20 which makes it an offenct 
to disclose information given to a Wages Council 
cxcept with the written oonsent of the person whc 
furnished that information, and Sub-clauses 2 and 
Y of Clause 22. Those are the only amendments or 
say substance and I am asking the House to agree 
with these amendments which do not differ from the 
former Bill which was passed by this House. I beg 
to move that these amendments be now read a first 
time. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
1%. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, these 

mnendmenh must be discussed. The Hon. Minister 
says that these amendments are in order and they 
are merely typographical. I am moving that we 
go into Committee on these amendments so that I 
can speak more freely on them. I am not agreeing 
with these amendments at  al l ;  what the honourable 
member says about the addition of Clause 20 would 
apply to myone who does not' understand what the 
Act means. This Wages Council is to take the 
place of the Wages Board; the Other Place has in- 
serted a new paragraph which reads as follows:- 

"Any person who, being a member of a Wages 
Council OT at  or concerned in any proceedings of 
a Wages Council, discloses any illformation or the 
contents of any document which had been furnished 
to such Wages Council, except with the written 
coilsent of the person who furnished information 
or the document and of the Council, shall be liable 
on conviction by a Court of Summary Jurisdiction 
to  a fine not excleeding $100. or to imprisonnlent for 
c term not exceeding three months or to both such 
fine and such imprisonment." 

This Wages Council is to take the place of a 
normal Conciliation Board; by this amendment if 
you ask m employer what wlages he pays that in- 
formation is to be regarded as information which 
cannot be disclosed. Imagine my representing a 
Trade Union! Somebody goes to a Wages Council 
snd  he cannot tell the Union what is the inform- 
ation connected with the wages which an  employer 
proposes to pay. If he disdoses that inforniation 
he woulci be subject to imprisonment. For the Hon. 
Minister that does not rncan aiiything; T say 
this is the guts of the whole matter. If any member 
of the Wages Council discloses a,ny information he 
receives he is liable to a fine unless he gets written 
permission to disclose this information. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is the first reading of 
these amendments and I do not think I should allow 
any debate on the first reading. The honourable 
member should speak on the second reading of the 
amendments. 

qziestiom that tlzese a'mendmends be now 
raad a first time was put amd resolved i n  the affirm- 
ative w*ithozct divisiovn. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP:  I beg to move that these 
amendments be now read a second time. I would 

like to correct the honourab1e junior member for 
St. Peter in saying that I said these amendments do 
not mean anything. What I said was that the 
amendments were minor ones; and  the only one 
which made an  important change in the Bill is the 
amendment to which he is referring. We would 
like to see this Bill put on the Statute Book; there 
ere people who are waiting on, i t ;  for those reasons 
we are asking the House to agree with these amend- 
ments. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Xr. F. L. WALCOTT: I will repeat what 1 \ 

said. The Hon. Minister stated that some of these 
amendments were of a minor nature and the oiily 
comment he made was in  c9nnection with Section 
20. These are fundamental changes which the Hon. 
Jlinister has accepted; and I am asking if he is 
aware of what these changes really mean; they are 
so fundamental i n  character that I cannot agree 
to them. You do not set u p  a Statutory Board ex- 
ecpt there is the case where there is no represent- 
ation in the industry. What organisation could ** 
agree that you should go to a Board meeting and 
say that the information you are  getting from that 
meeting is information which you cannot disclose to 
your principal? We ask an employer t o  submit in- 
formation, but that information cannot be disclosed 
to the Union of which you are a representative! 
This will mean that no worker's representative can 
disclose anything unless he gets written permission 
from the employer; if you cannot pay more wages, 
there is nothing wrong in  telling the public that 
you cannot pay anything more. I was not here 
when the Wages Councils Bill was passed, but this 
does not mean anything to the industrial position 
in the island. I n  the main industry of this idana 
there are at  present comprehensive agreements; 
they are some who are scattered about who will be 
regarded as marginal people who want representa- 
tion, and there is no medium through which they 
can be represented. If you want to put  something 
c,r the Statute Book you should put something 
~ h i c h  would not meet with any general objection. 

I do not see how the Government could come 
with an offensive CPause like this which strikes at 
the root of what a Trade Cnion has to t r y  to pre- 
serve - the getting of information, and not only 
confidential information, but informaton which 
should be mlade public. I say that because the reason 
why a Conciliation Board meeting is secret, is that 
the public should not know what is going on at the 
time you are discussing a particular matter; but 
with this particular amendment (a Trade Union Rep- 
resentative will n d  be able t o  tell his union or the 
Union's Co~lncil what the employers are saying. 

This Bill has to deal with wages, conditions of 
employment, superannuation schemes etc. This 
section is not copied from the English Act; this is s 
losal idea. I want to know why the Minister has 
come to thir. House asking thein to accept an idea 
that is so foreign to our taste, and which is opposite 
+G what the Wages Councils set ont to do. The pur- 
pose of the Wages Councils, is to carry out certain 
activities in industries, the xlorkers of which ir:cins- 
tries are not members of a Trade Union. 

What is the sort of information that you will 
get? I t  will be wish,y-washy inlf'mlatioa about 
employers who should pay girls $7 a week and who 
only pay them $5 a week, and when they have to 
dismiss them they will have to pay them $100 in bacir 

i 
pay. That is the sort of information you will get. 
\fThat are we agreeing to?  I cannot understand 

1 
how the Minister could put  this forward as a Labour & 1 

t 



Minister. I cannot understand how the Minister 
could ask us to agree to this so as  to get the Bill 
on the Statute Book. 

This strikes a t  the workers more so than anyone 
else. All the employers know what one another make 
i n  a general way. They do not worry, because they 
are not going to pay much more; they agree to pay 
low wages. The honourable junior member for St. 
Aildrew is talking in an aside about carrying infor- 
mlation down Broad Street; why can you not carry 
that information down Broad Street on display? The 
workers business can be displayed; their wages can 
be known to the world so that they can be sued, but 
the employers' business must be sacrosanct. M7hat 
iis the fundamental difference between my knowing 
your profits and you knowing in;y wages? 1f you do 
not have the ability to pay', the world should know 
it. This is a new section. The Old Bill bad 23 
clauses, and this will make 24; this is an insertion. [E 
the Ninister realises that it is somcthing foreign to 
his nature he should not have pul  it in. No Trade 
Znionist could agree with this; this information 
should not be anything secret. I t  is nonsense to talk 
about accepting this amendment uf the Other Place 
so as to get the Bill passed. 

I want to know what the Government intends 
to do about these amendments; if Government in- 
tends that they must be passed we will have to go into 
Committee. 1 cannot sec the House agreeing with a n  
amendment like the one which we are discussing. 
~t is a retrograde thing; lt is not in the ~l lgl if ih 
Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  After the amelldmellts 
been read a second time mid the qnestioll is put  
that  they be w e e d  to, someone ,can make a motion 

English Act says that the proposals must be pnb- 
lished by the TYages Council itself. Our Act say@ 
that before the Wages Council Order is made, tlle 
fact that the Order is going to be made, the Order 
must be published by the Executive Committee. SOW, 
1 invite the Hon. Minister of Labour to read the 
English Wages Councll Act of I945 (as amelided, and 
t o  read Section 7 of our Act. Whether he chooses 
to reply now or to wait until Saturday to reply to 
wLat I have drawn to his attention, I want him to 
say whether what I am saying is not correct. In  
'the United Iiingclom before the proposals beemlie 
binding on the respective parties, they must be pub- 
lished. Here in  thici amendment, we are invited by 
the Other Place to make illegal something which 
our Act in  a n  indirect fashion (ilot in s direct 
fashion as the English legislation) says nlust be dove 
when the Order has been made by thc Executive 
Committee; that  is, that the details must be publiqhcd 
for the benefit of members of the public. 

What  is the purpose of a MTages Council 
Order? The purpose of a Wages Council is to pro- 
vide the machinery for  negotiations in those trades 
where adequate machinery does not already exist; 
such as in trades and occupations which come under 
the catering profession: domestic servants and 
such who were ove~lapping in the catering trades 
and kindred organisations of that kind, which are  
too anamoJous and difficult to  organise. I would 
like to know from the Honourable Minister of 
Labour if by his acquiescence to these amendments 
he mleaps to say that the details put  before a 
wages  Council are SO secretive in nature that  
members of the public should not see whether 
the Or employers on the other hand 

that the amendments be further amended. l are getting a fair deal or not. I say that  for  the 
4.05 p.m. very reason that the rationality of the Wages 

BARROW: 81~. speaker, for the Council is to see that  these trades which are not 
substantially organised, and which are not in  a short time which I have had the privilege of being position to provide for negotiations a member of this Chamber, i t  has not been my erpe- 

rience that the members of the Government vr'ere 
known to aCCe~t'al'Y amendment Put forward b.Y X'' 
Other Place no matter how obnoxious and inimical 
to the interest of the working c l a s  these may be. 
On the contrary, Mr. the Present lnembers 
who grace the Ministerial Benches resent not only 
constructive suggestions put forward by members on 
the floor of the TIouse, but d s o  accept with suber-  
vience any amendments which come clown From the 
Other Place. It is another indication that neitl~er 
the members of the Other Place or the Hon. Minis- 
ters themselves have made a detailed study of the 
nature of this Act which Tve passed in this place and 
t o  which these amendments have now been made. 

Mr. Speaker, I enjoy, I encourage and I solicit 
the attention of the Hon. Minister of Labour to study 
the provisions of the Wages Council Act as passed 
by this House itself; and he will see that his accept- 
snce or his failure to criticise or to illake any reser- 
\ations about the amendments placed before us today, 
must be symptomatic of the failure on his part to 
acquailzt himself with the reasons of the Bill. I >a>- 
that for the very reason that the Wacges Council Act 
makes a slight departure from the provision., in the 
1945 English Wages Comlcil Act vhich has been 
used as a precedent for this Act, in that they have 
laid it dmm that before any Wages Council order 
must be made the proposab must be p~i~lishecl,  and 
by publication I mean pnblished not only for the 
benefit of the members of the particular trades clr 

calling, but published for the benefit of the public. 
I would refer the Hon. Minister of Trade to 

Section 7 or our Act and the equivalent section of 
the English mages Council Act. One deviation 
mhade by our Act from the English Act is that the 

would be able to provide that where- 
by they could arrive at decisions which would be 
in the interest of the particular trade or 
and in order to give a full light, publicity lvould 
have to play on the decisions of any Wages 
cil. Moreover, I am that for one to say 
that a member of a particular organisation 
cannot after a wages Council meeting release 
a statement on behalf of his 
to the press ss to what their proposals are, 
is a direct of the whole spirit 
and terms of the Act which we have already 
passed. I lvould go further and say that  the 
amendmellt proposed by the  Other Place is a 
direct on Section 7 of this Act. We 
cannot pass Section 20 as proposed by the Other 
Place without repealing Section 7. 

I ~vould also like to point out to the Honour- 
able Minister of Labour that  the English Act says 
that the full details must be published before i t  
can be even put forward as something binding on 
the respective parties. Sir, I do not think I 
should say anything more on that  score; but I do 
think that  the Government is all too willing to  
accept any amendment by the Other Place for the 
sake of a compromise, especially in instances such 
as this where the amendnlents are not in the  
interest of the ~vorking class or the people of this 
country in  general. 

Sir, I for on? cannot support this amendment 
sent down by the Other Place-Section 20. I for 
one do not consider that  i t  is in the interest of 
the people in this country to have a section such 
as this insinuated into the provisions of this Act. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: In  reply to the honourable 
- junior member for St. Peter, I think he is guilty 



.of misinforming this House when he states that  
even the Wages Board Act did not have this pro- 
vision. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I make an  apology to 
the Honourable Minister, Mr. Speaker. I meant 
to say that i t  had in  this provision but i t  did not 
run as fa r  as this. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Sir, I am not defending 
the present ame;tdment put forward by the Other 
Place; but the honourable member should know 
that often in this House we have adopted the pro- 
cedure of passing amendments by the Other 
Place even though we do not agree with those 
amendments; but in order to get the Bill on the 
Statutc Book we accept those amendments and 
later on we come down with a Bill taking out the 
objectionable amendment and restoring the Act to 
the former manner as  passed by the House before 
the Other Place amended it. That has happened 
often in  the past and the honourable member 
knows that. It is only because this Bill is of 
pressing necessity, (and i t  is important to have 
this Bill passed as quickly as possible) that I am 
asking this House to agree to these amendments. 
4.15 p.m. 

And if the dangers of passing this amendment 
were as  serious as  has been stressed by the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Peter who is in a 
position to know about matters concerning labour 
relations, then his attitude ~vould be a correct one ; 
that  is to say, do not let  us agree with this amend- 
ment. The Wages Board Act has this same pro- 
vision and i t  was not the dreadful weapon he 
said that  this amendment would be. We all know 
that  machinery such as the Wages Board and the 
Wages Councils do not go as fa r  as  we would 
like; but that is because the workers are not 
organised; so you should go further to have the 
means whereby a body could meet with employ- 
ers to bargain for conditions of work. The dan- 
ger of disclosing information really arises when 
machinery like this breaks down altogether. The 
workers must either join a Trade Union body, or 
go on as they have be& going on;  when the 
point arises a t  which you want to reveal infor- 
mation and fight, when that  point arises, then 
the machinery breaks down altogether. Although 
the principles of the honourable junior member 
for  St. Peter might be alright in theory, yet in 
practice it is not so; I ask the honourable mem- 
ber to face the logic of that situation. ' I n  effect 
we are not putting workers to any great disad- 
vantage by agreeing to this amendment on the 
understanding that we will come back down with 
a Bill restoring the position to what i t  was before. 

I can only say that  I hope this House will 
not be led away to a n  exaggeration of the dangers 
of this Clause. The honourable junior member for  
St. Peter is simply exaggerating the position; the 
honourable member has not seen fit to come in the 
past xvith a Bill to amend the Wages Board Act 
wiping out that provision years ago, because the 
situation has not yet arisen. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I object to that  s t a t ~ -  
ment. The honourable member knows that I do 
not believe in the Wages Board a t  all;  the hon- 
ourable member should say what I told him when 
we were discussing this Bill. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I am just stating a fact. 
If the dangers the honourable member is talking 
about were so real that  they would interfere with 
the  nonrmal working of the Boards, he would 
have seen fit to come in with a Bill to wipe them 
out. [Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I do not believe jp 
them.] Well what is the point in saying that  
these amendments should be thrown out? The 

Government believes in Wages Board because 
every worker who is not organised should have a 
provisioil such as this. I11 every country you set  
up some machinery where workers can bargain; 
therefore i t  is of no use saying that you do not 
believe in Wages Boards. What about the work- 
ers who are not organised? Should they be left 
out in the cold? I t  is of no use arguing first 
principles. It has been found necessary to do so  
in advanced countries like the United States of 
America and other big countries, and i t  is not  
strange that we have to follow suit in this island. 
It is purposeless to argue on first principles; by 
accepting this amendment the House can rest 
assured that  i t  is not endangering the position of 
the workers to such a n  extent that  we wiIl be 
closing our eyes to any fundamental principle in  
which we believe. With that assurance that we will 
return to this House with a Bill to wipe out that  
particular Clause, I am asking the House to agree ?# 
with this amendment and let us have this Act on 
the Statute Book. 

The quffstwn that these amendmsnts be now' read +" * 
ct second time was put1 md resolved in the a f f i rmt i ve  
without diviswn. . 

Hon R. G. MAPP: I beg to move that them- 
amendments be now agreed to. f 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. mTALCOTT: The Honourable Min 

ister talks about arguing first principles; if her 
wanted to be truthful to this House, he would have 
said that from the beginning 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I object to the honour- 
able member saying if I  ranted to be truthful. l 

4.25 p.m. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I will repeat what i 

said: if the Hon. Minister wanted to be tmthful- 
Hon. R.. G. MAPP : I o'bject to that. 
Air. SPEAKER : The honourable nlember said "if." 

IrEoll. R. G. MAPP: What is the infereni< 
Let him phrase i t  better. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I f  the honourable mem- * 
ber wanted to be truthful- 1 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is disorder. The hon- l 

ourable senior member for the City is breaking the i 
Eules of the House by standing in  the corridor. 

Mr. F'. L. WALCO'TT: I f  the honourable mem- 
ber wanted to be truthful he will remember that 
before anything a'bout this Bill was published, the 
attitude of our Barbados Workers' Union was that 
the Union was not in favour of Wages Councils, but 
if the Government was sending the Bill down they 
v;ould not inalie an37 objection. When the Minister 
says today that I should have done something about 
the Wages Board, I want to say that that does not 
ansm-er the point. 1 

Mr. SPEAKER: At this point I would say that 
I do not see that there is any need to say "if the a E 
l~cnourable member wanted t o  be truthful." 

Mr. F. L. WALC'OTT : The Hon. Minister 
started to talk a'b'out falsehoods. He inferred that 
1 was trying to give a false impression. When tne 
Hon. Minister spoke about Wages Boards I was the 
one to get up  and make an apology. I said that ic 
was in the Wages Board Act but that i t  did not g3 
as f a r  as  the present amendment has gone. The hon- 
ourable member talked about falsehoods as if I wer2 
trying to introduce an argument that  should not be 
introduced. The honourable member knows that 
I have G e n  against the Wages Councils or Boards 
for years; there is no question of my having acqui- 
esced in anything. -b 
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Mr. SPEIAKER: I do not know if it was the functioning. I my again that hotel workers and 
best thing to use the phrase, "if the honourable mel1.- unorganised workers are waiting on this Bill. There 
ber wanted to be truthful." is absolutely no danger in passing this Bill with thie 

Mr. l?'. b. WAIACOTT : Then I will use the stat! - amendment; and to say that we are doing something 
ment "without any doubt," because the statemoot fundamentally to endanger the workers is not true. 
which the honourable member made would lea\e The honourable member knows that when you want 
people in dou'bt as to my position. If the Goveru- to force the hands of employers that you must go be- 
ment intended to have this amendment in, why is fore a Trade Union. Workers have come to realise 
i t  that the Hon. Minister said in his opening s p e r c ~  that the only machinery that can be forcibly employ- 
on the Bill that the Bill was something new, and that ed is the machinery of a Trade Union; but there are 
i t  was a model Bill dealing with recommendatioas workers who are diEcult to organise and who are 
from the Colonial Office 1 If this is a model Bill, is unorganised, and we would be short-sighted if because 
pot the honourable member saying that this Clause the Other Place has gone back to a position which 
was left out in the model Bill? obtains under the Wages Board Act, we allowed that 

The Hon. Minister is suggesting that because the to prevent us from putting something of this nature 
provision was in the Wages Board. Act there is no ')]l the Statute Book to help those workers. I again 
great h a m  in its being in this Act; but the Wages repeat that this amendment is not as dangerous as 
Couneil Act is different from the Wages Board Act. the honourable member h saying; I hope the House 
You will find that the Wages Board Act was enacted will agree with these amendments. I again give the 
ir: a day in this island there was no Trade asurance that we will bring in a Bill to amend this- 
Union organisation; and such an Act was introduced section as soon as something is put on the Statute 

c to take the place of Trade Unions. The Wages Book- 
Council Act is to ~rovide for workers who are noc Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I am still a t  a l* 
organised in Trade Unions. to know why the Hon. Minister of Labour should be 

The honourable member talked about going asking for the retention of thie clause which is not o 
on a platform, with information. When you go to a Government amendment, which is not vital to the 
Wages Council the information that you require Bill itself, and which is at the same time repugna,nt 
is information on an industry in general. You do t.0 the whole idea of conciliation for which he 3 
not enquire what Mr. John Brown or Mr. Harry arguing. It must be understood by the Hon. Minister 
James is ~ a y i n g .  Names are not supplied; the ill- that this is an amendment which comes from the 
formation that you require is how much money 18 Other Place and i t  has been put into the Bill making 
'being paid out in industry in Roebuck Street for l J~e  Bill, SO to speak bigger, because it is a separate 
instance. 

Mr. VAUGELAN: Mr. Speaker, I am rising to a 
point of information. I am saying that since I have 
been in the House this is the first time that I have 
seen honourable members speak more than once on a 
matter with Your Honour in the Chair. 

Mr. S8PEA,KER: The honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Peter is now speaking on a separatt 
motion that these amendments be agreed to. 

Mr. VAUGHAN : I thank you for your ex- 
planation, sir. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: It is surprising that a 
m,ember who has been here in the war years has 
taken 15 years to find out that a member having 
spoken on one motion can speak also- on any addi- 
tional motion that is made. What I want to point out 
is, that this prevents workers' representatives froia 
representing them properly. m a t  I am saying is that 
Clause 20 should not be in the Bill at all; it does not 
make this Bill workable. It restricts the action of 
the representatives of workers who go on these Wages 
councils, because if you get information and you dis- 
close it, you are subject to a fine. My suggestio!~ 
is that this Clause 20 be deleted. I beg to move 
that these amendments be accepted with the excap- 
tion of Clause 20. 
4.315 p.m. 

Mr. BARROW : I beg to second that. 
Mr. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, 1 have already given 

the House the assurance that if this House accepts 
these amendments, later on the Government is going 
to bring do- a Bill to wipe out this particular sec- 
tion. Mr. Speaker, the last honourable member who 
spoke seems to feel that this is an  amendment by 
Government. [A VOICE : I did not say so.] Sir, 
the actual Bill which this House passed did not con- 
tain this amendment. [A VOICE: And why did 
you accept i t?]  The honourable member has asked 
why we accepted i t ;  I have already told this House 
that this machinery is needed very much in this 
island today. This clause does not endanger the 
worker; it has not prevented the Wages Board from 

I clause. It bears no relevance so far  as any of us can 
see to anything that has come before or anythina 
which comes after. It has been inserted into the Bill 
as an afterthought and purely for penal reasons. I 
was interested to hear the fist remarks which the 
Hon. Minister of Labour made about it. ,I gathered 
from him, (and I do not want to misquote him) that 
he himself was not too happy about this clause and 
he has since told us that he is anxious to get the Bill 
passed because the people are waiting on it. I have 
no doubt that the people are waiting on i t ;  but that 
is 110 a%ument for bad legislation. If the interests of 
the people are really canvassed and looked after, it 
will be seen that they do not w a t  bad 1egisla.tion 
but good one; therefore, Mr. Speaker, the task of the 
Minister should be an easy one- He should @Y to 
us that he is uncomfortable about this amendment. 
It has been put in by the Other Place without refer- 
ence to anything a t  all to what is in tse Bill and it 
i"0mpletely ruinous to the letter and spirit of the 
Bill. It injects into the Bill an element of revenge, 
of penalty, and a harsh dement which is disagreeable 

its Virit- 
He could say this to us: the House need not 

think that by rejecting this Clause that the Bill will 
suffer in any way, ss indeed i t  cannot; i t  cannot 
suffer because the House is still aware of the fact 
that this particular amendment is none of its own 
Going. It is not an extension of .a Clause whici: 
already existed; it has not been put in by the Other 
Place to make something already in the Bill more 
~xplanato~y;  i t  has just been stuck in as a separate 
Clause and it is repugnant not only to common. 
sense but to the interest of the worker as suclh. 1 
entirely reject the argument that a s  amendment 
coming from the Other Place must be accepted not 
Icecause it is good, not because i t  fits smoothly into 
the coiltext of a Bill, but because if you do not pass 
it they are likely to send it back to you and we are 
likely to have a tug-of-war with them. I do not 
know that this is the first occasion that a tug-of-war 
on a matter of principle is going on between this 



House and the Other Place, and i t  will not be the 
last. I am not c%nvjb;lced that the Minister has a 
a s e ;  he argues that because people are waiting fol 
the machinery in  this Bill we have to pass any 
sqeudment sent in by the Other Place. After all, 
it the Minister is a r g u k  so strongly for an  amend- 
ment which is not of his owa composition and which 
makes him feel un)~appy, how much more strongly 
would you expect him to argue for a Gover~mznt 
amendment? He could scarcely be more convir~~efl 
in what he was saying. I rejec4 that contention en- 
tirely; I want to make i t  clear that this particular 
amepdment is one which is not vital to the Bill as 
such; i t  could be left out, i t  could be rejected and 
it ought to be impressed upon the Minister that 
members of this House are disturbed by this one 
sidednem. 

Why should the Minister appeal to us to pass 
this Bill with this amendment which we dislike on 
tbe ground thah the pwing of i t  brings the Act 
is to operatian earlier; .and at the same time why 
does he refuse to tell us  that he wishes us t o  reject. 
this amendment since i t  forms no part of the Gov- 
m m e n t ' s  policy? This is not a Government amend- 
ment but an amendment put  in by the Other Place 
and the Minister and the supportera on that side are 
perfectly within their right to tell this House that 
since they are not in  agreement with it, they are 
not having i t  a t  all cost. From the speeches made 
in this House, notice would be served on the Other 
Place that we do not look too kindly on arnend- 
ments which are not necessary or which do nnt 
strengthen Bills in any way and which are only 
contentious and one-sided. I think that ought t~ 
bc, made clear to the Other Place; the Minister has 
not convinced me and as a matter of fact, I heard 
him say that the amendment itself does not inter 
ferc in any way with the interest of the worker. 
That of eourse is debatable; but I would have 
thought that in matters like this where there is 
doubt that a bit of legislation or a Clause in a Bill 
~v'ould militate against the cause of the worker, thc 
thing to do would be to give the worker the benefit 
~f that doubt. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: 011 a point of Order. 1 
am sure the honourable member did not hear me 
say that. I drew attention to the Wages Board 
Act which does not prevent workers from getting 
an increase in their wages; the workers are waiting 
bn this Bill and I gave the assurance as we have 
done in the past, that we will return with a Bill ,-ail 
restore the Act to its former position. But do not let 
us postpone this matter any further. 

Mr. TUDOR : Could the Minister be really 
serious? Fancy he says that if we pass this Bill as 
amended here, accepting these amendments, and l - c  
finds out that the dangers to which we are drawing 
his attention are in fact present, he will bring back 
a Bill to the House and ask us to take it out. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I gave a definite assurance 
as to what we would do; I have not made anything 
c~nditional.  We have done it on former occ.asi'ons. 
I ask the House not to take the risk of having this 
legislation throwa out. Honourable members who 
meet these worke~s'  representatives should be aware 
of this fact. [Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: That is a 
joke]. 

Mr. TUDOR: Again the Minister has strength- 
ened my contention in what he has said. If at any 
time he has to bring back this Bill to this House 
so as to get this Clause about which we are now 
complaining repealed, it would have strengthened 
and substantiated what we are now telling him. If 
v e  feel doubtful about an  amendment which is not 

of his own making and which he feels uncomfortable 
about, we are asking him to carry his discomfiture 
to the extent of having this amendment deleted. 
Let us see how uncomfortable he i s ;  let him carry a- 
the disturbance and anxiety to the extent bf having 
this amendment out. As a Minister he should no1 
put himself in  that position of appearing to be 
h l l i ed  by the Other Place; this House has a right 
of: its own in matters of legislation, and i t  should 
cot be said that you must accept bad amendments 
in order to get any Bill at all on the Statute Book. 
When that has happened, we will have to raise the 
question of our relationship with the Other Place in 
tke Legislature of this island. 

k 
I wish to impress upon the Minister that we 1 

l 
ere arguing on points he has made; and i t  is his 1 
own argument which has strengthened us. He admits 
that the amendment is not vital; he also admits 
that if anything happens after it has become law 
and our prophecies come right, he will bring it back 
to us and have the Clause which we are now com- 
piaining about taken out. If the Minister has those 
important reservations about this Clause that is 
sufficient to put a sense of caution in him and to 
make him take out this amendment. 

As regards the other points raised by the hoc- 
curable senior member for  St. George and the hoc- 
curable junior member for St. Peter, I take it that - 
the Minister is well aware that legislation such a s  
this becomes necessary if workers are not organised. 
I think he admits that that is well known, so that 
there is no need to labour that point. 
4.55 p.m. 

I will only add that that being the case, you have 
no right to put  plena1 clauses in  legislation whicl: 
you hope will be on a temporary basis; since you are 
admitting that this Bill is only a substitute for the 
real thing which is Trade Union representation, and 

I that the Bill is a tempor$ry measure to ease the situ- 
etion which exists because the workers are not proper- 
15' organised. If you put in penal clauses are 
not helping the workers, but possibly the employers; 
and secondly you are not hastening the day when 
you will not have to do these things because then 
you will be properly organised ancl reprrsent(3d. 

1 cannot say too strongly that I oppose the 
ir,clusion of this amendment; not merely because it 
comes from the Other Place, but because i t  is of 
such a nature that i t  is frankly one-sided and design- 
ed to give effect to the point of view which is very 
prevalent in this island: that only people with a 
lot of power and authority a t  theid command should 
have a lot of protection xhile those who are weaker 
cannot have it. Although this Clause says that r c 1  
one who is a member of a Wages Council or who is 
present at  or concerned in any proceedings of a Wages 
Council can disclose certain information, I think it 
would be found in pnactice that the peode who will 
be prosecuted and penalised under this particular 
Clause will be alil~ost exclusiv~ly w~orkers or their 
representatives. 

I would also say that the Ninister in arguing 
cn i t  has weakened his case by telling us that he is 
not happy about it. The third peason why I do not 
like i t  is because the Mi~ i s t e r  in trying to strengthen 
his case, weakened it further by saying that if things 
turn out badly and the Clause becomes a burden 
tc. the people he wishes to help, he will come back 
to this House and ask that the Clause be removed 
I n  any piece of legislation which a Goverment is 
ictroducing, and the Government is prepared to 
state firstly that i t  is unhappy about it, secondly that  

I i t  does not know what effect it will have, and thirdly 
, t!lat if i t  has a bad effect on the people i t  is intro- 
I duced to help i t  will be repealed, are the three reasons 



~ i h y  this pa(rticu1ar bit of legislation should not be 
pmed .  

For those reasons sir, I have no hesitation in cast- 
ing my support on the side of those who wish thk 
Clause deleted. I t  is obnoxious, repugnant and un-  
mcessary. 

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, the argu- 
ment of the hon. junior member for St. Lucy has 
refreshed my memory. It has made me to  recall 
that I was one of those members representing workers 
on the first Wages Board established in this island, 
and I cannot remember any provision like the one 
in this Clause being in existence then. I cannot 
remember anything like a penal clause being in 
existence. 1 am one of those people who believe that 
i t  is because of all these penal clauses that you have 
the jail overflowing with people. I am supporting 
the contention of those members who are clamouring 
to have this Clause deleted. I hope that the Min- 
ister of Labour will accept the suggestion that i t  be 
deleted. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Speaker, I would like to apolo- 
gise to the Minister of Labour for spzaking after 
hjixi. I rise to say that in  fairness to him we should 
p c ~ p t  what he said as meaning that he intends to 
take this Clause out in the future, whether it works 
a hardship or not. I want t o  make that clear so that  
hc himself will remember that those are the condi- 
tions under which he said he would take the Clause 
out. 

I would like to ask if any breach of the Clauw 
i n  the previous Bill ever took place. If it has not, 
1 suppose that the argument will be that no one dis- 
closed information because it was stated that you 
ccluld not do i t  and the penalty was there. I t  has 
been drawn to my attention that the previous Act 
was not only a Wages Board Act, but a War-time 
Wages Board Act. The argument of the Minister 
which I' disliked is that we are r u n n i q  a risk in 
either by having. it deleted or not having i t  on 
the Statute Book a t  all. I feel if you have a 
model Bill and the clause is not in it, and it is mt in 
the English Act. we should not put  it in here at 
all. Members of the Other Place are always saying 
that you should copy things from the Mother Coun- 
t r y ;  and perhaps that argument will appeal to them. 

I t  appears to me as if amendments in  the Other 
Place have become matters of bargainkg between the 
Government and the Other Place; that is dangerous. 
It appears to me that the Government is bargaining 
with the Other Place using one Bill against another. 
This Bill might have some relation with another one 
that is being discussed. My view is that if legtislation 
which is in the interest of the people meets with 
our approval and is i n  accordance with our convic- 
tions, we should not bow to anything. 

You do not expect any  Trade Unionist to like this 
Bill. This is an anti-Trade Union Bill; i t  is a sop 
to 'workers who do not want to organise a d  who 
will never organise because they say they can rely 
on this particular legislation. I f  workers refuse t o  
organise they should pay the penalty of not organis- 
ing. A Trade TJnion wants to see Trade Unionism 
&ing; but this Bill tells workers that if they do not 
want to organise, there is no need to worry because 
thib legislation will look after them. Wages Coun- 
cils will be set up with employers on one side and 
representatives of workers on the other, and he will 
get jail if he brings out information. 
5.05 p.m. 

You cannot expect a Trade Unionist to be in 
love with this Bill; this is a capitalist's Bill. Sir, 
I do not like the expression that the Other Plaeer 
delays legislation. Many a time, members a£ this 
House have to thank the Other Place for something 

if  has doue for legislation by way of amendment. 
We have to thank the Other Place for a few things 
i i  has done by way of amendment t o  this particular 
Bill. 1 would like hon. members to know that  I 
dislike the idea of kowtowing to the Other Place. 

If this is something which we think is right we 
;should follow it; but if we think it is something 
which would militate against the successful opera- 
tion 01 the Bill, we should cut it out. E'or this 
Teason, T do not know whether I should support the 
amendment or not. Howcver, again I would like to 
(correct the hoiiourable member who thinks that thin 
Ss a Trade Union's Sill. This is an  anti-Trade Union 
Bill so you cannot expect a Trade Unionist t o  agree 
with it. Tlle Roil. Minister has given the promise 
that whether this amendment ~01.lis a harciship or 
:not, he is going to accept it so as to put tLe Bill ou 
,the Statute Gook and after that he will bring in  a 
Bill to cut out this amendment. I do not ag:ree with 
that; that sort of thing has been going on too long.. 
When i t  gets to the point that  you accept suulethipg 
with which you disagree you are gettiilg your very 
moral fibre weakened. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Speaker, the only reasp11 
bhbt caused me to get on my feet is the argument 
of the last member who spoke. It is the duty of the 
Government to protect orgauised and unorganiae4 
workers. When he talks of anti-Trade Utiion Bill, 
I. cannot agree with him again. It is the duty of 
every citizen to join EL Trade Union, but because a 
citizen 1- not joined a trade union, or because 
,khere is no organisation which he  can join to protect 
himself, do you mean to say that the Government 
phould not introdqce legislation to protect him 8 
The argunlent of the honourable member suggests that 
every worlrer should join +I, Trade Union. Let lue say 
that  in every society in  the world you have unorgan- 
ised groups. 

Mr. LEWlS:  Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of 
Order. I think the honourable member is debating 
the principle of the Bill. I merely drew to  the -&- 
teut im of this House how a Trade Unior~ist would 
view this Bill. 

Mr. VAUBHAN: I am arguing on what he has 
just said. This Bill was not drafted with the inten- 
tiou of favouring a Trade Unionist; it was intro- 
duced to protect unorganised workers and there M 
nothing against doing that. 

Mr, as f a r  as I understand this amendment, it 
is made with the purpose that  during negotiations 
of the Wages Cmncil no  information should be 
brought out which might prejudice the results of 
those negotiations; that is how I understand the 
amendment although the Hon. Minister has appar- 
ently given the impression that he is totally opposed 
t o  it. As f a r  as  mying that  unorganised workers 
should join some organisation, that is a b u r d ;  that 
is the introduction of a totalitarian etate. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I would like honourable mem- 
bers to pay aome !attention as to the manner i n  which 
I am going to put  the question. 

Mr. E. D. M W T L E Y  : Before you put  the ques- 
tion, I wmld like to  contribute my quota. I listened 
;carefully to the debate on the matter and I have 
studied the amendments by the Other Place. I 
wish to  say that one of these amendments makes i t  
flather difficult for honourable members to make up 
their minds. With my experience in  business, I 
would say that par t  of this amendment seems neces- 
sary and part un-necessary; the more I read it, the 
more I see that. It therefore drikes me that the best 
compromise fm this is a further amendment to that 

1 iamendment. Personally, I do not believe that  the 
l Other Place put  this amendment in with the object 

&ha& there should not be a further amendment. This 
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amendment is one which can be amended furthe].: 
and  that is why I made the suggestion that it call 
be amended. I n  )all societies, in all countrim you 
have unorganised labour; there are workers whom it 
is a& possible to organise, more especially the white 
eollar worker. I do think i t  is necessary to have 
legislation to protect workers in that walk of life. 
'The amendment by the Other Phce  reads as 
follows :- 

20. Any person who, being a member of a Wages 
Uouncil or present at  or concern~d i11 any procecd- 
ings of a Wages Council, discloses any information or 
the contents of any document which has been fur- 
nished to such Wages Council, except with the written 
consent of the pernon who furnished the infcrnlation 
or the doculllent and of the Council, shall be liable 
on conviction by a Court of suminary jurisdicti,~n 
$0 a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars or to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding three rnonths 
or to both such fine and such imprisonment. 

What I am worried about is to say that a pellalty 
should be imposed on me if I happened to be H 1118111- 

her of the Wages Council mid I caused t o  be pub- 
ljshed in a newspapep solllething collcerllifig thiJ 
lneeting or gave irlformatio~l that transpired at a 
meet.g, or discussed the matter uith somebc;d~. 
That does llot seem right to me and 1 an1 ll0t slLp- 
palrting it. I agree that if I caused to be published 
sometkg that transpired there that 1 should bc 
penalised. Even a t  the risk of saying that 1 am 
a supporter of big business, I lam saj-ing that.  I t  is 

matter of .difference to  me what s o w  honourable 
members may say of me. 
5.15 p.m. 

JVhan a man is in business or when a business 
is in operation, in Barbad% the of a business 
are public property according to your system of 
trading. According to the present law of the corm- 
t ry  the profits Your business are public property. 
I go a little further; in another few months it wodd  
be further public property because the right is given 
not only to a few taxpayers, but to all and sundry 
to be able to see that business. But  there might be 
scme differences in the average of a person's return; 
there may be differences as to the profits &own. How- 
ever a business can really be injured. 1 want 
to say this: all of us go into businem with one idea, 
the Socialists might tell you not, but the one idea of 
going into business is to make money out of it. The 
youngsters go into the business of protecting thc 
workers when they are making money so that they 
can get a share out of it. There is the question of a 
man's bu~iness being injured if you allow publica- 
tion of things, but I cannot agree that this amend- 
merit &ould remain as it is. It is too broad. If 
because I happen to be working or in charge of a 
business and I have 30 give information a t  a Wages 
Council and I meet somebody afterwards and discuss 
it, gome member of the Wages Council might dislike 
me because I have taken a certain stand and I can 
be fined. I am not agreeing to that a t  all; where 
this amendment stands now I cannot support it. This 
amendment says "any person who, being a member 
of a Wages Council or present a t  or concerned in 
any proceedings of a Wages Council . . . ."That is 
too wide for b e .  If you are a member of the Wages 
Council you cannot get on a platform in Queen's 
Park and di'sclose that a man owes away so much 
money at  Barclay's Bank or something like that ;  you 
cannot damage a man's credit- To publish inf~mub 
tion which you get from a Wages Council which h m  
been carrying on its investigation+rMr. F. L. 
COTT: You cannot' get the information.] The hen- 
ourable member says that YOU cannot get the in- 

formation; the way in which things are  going you 
have the people who are running the Beacon and they 
clay publish something in  that newspaper. I suppose ;1' 
the honourable junior member for St. Peter can speak 
with greater authority than most of u s  in this 
Chamber, but I say what matters is how people 
band themselves together to operate a business to be 
able to hire people in this country. Nobody will 
want to ruin a man's business but this amendment 

b 

is too wide. I may be summoned to produce docu- 
ments in connection with the Miller Bros. Ice Corn- 
pany for instance; I had to go into the documenQ 
and I happened to meet Mr. "X", "Y" or "Z" and 

I 
cliscussed something, and after the meeting of the 
Wages Council I referred to the five-year averages as 
being contrary tq  principle and we cannot see eye to 
eye with this or that ;  Mr. "X.", "Y" or "Z" then 
cliscloses that to a member of the Wages Council and  
I am prosecuted! I cannot vote for this amendment 
at  all. This amendment goes on : "discloses any in- 
formation or the contents of any document which 
haye been furnished to such Wages ~oune i l ,  except + 
\nth the written Consent of the person who furnished 
the information or the document and of the Council, 
"all be liable on conviction by a Court of summary 
.iwisdiction to a fine not exceeding one hundred 

1 7  dollars . - . 1 am asking the Hon. Minister to 
postpone these amelldments and have this c l a m  
re-worded. It qhould be an offence when negotia- 
tions are going on against anybody who is cOmWned 
with any matter, to disclose any informaticn in 
Queen's Park. If the honourable seilior mem5er 
for St. Philip disclosed in his newspaper anything 
that is under negotiation, that could be an  attempt 
offence. Such a thing will ruin a man'? business. 
Many a businegs after three o r  four years might 
find a bad patch, and i t  is during that bad patch 
that investigations from a Wages Cpluncil might 

up and you may find that a mall might 
merely struggling. ~~~t people know that the 
enterprising Jews the buy in Eng- 
land at ridiculously 

[Ilzterrupt,lolz.] 
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I would like to call 

your attention to the fact that a visitor in the 
$?allery has made use of insulting remarks to ~tle. 1 
C a n  point him out to you; i t  is f113 person sitting 
there. I am asking for Your Honour's protection. 

[The visitor was ejected.] 
Mr. SPEAKER:  The honourable senior mem- 

ber for the City may continue. 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Some bu~inesses during 

the War appeared to be prosperous and gave several 
months' bonus, and then a drop came and oppor- 
tunisbi with the necessary funds came along and 
bought and caused private business to turn them- 
selves into fitirms in order to get through. These are 
things which we must guard against; therefore, I 
say i t  is not good enough to thrcrw out the whole 
section; but if the Government insists that this sec- 
tion must go in as i t  is I have no alternative but 
to vote against it. I agree that we should have an 
amendment ~ r o h i b i t i n ~  people from publishing 
people's business during negotiations; and you 
should have in this Bill a section mying that no 
newspaper can publish any such information during 
any negotiations. 
5.25 p.m. 

You cannot propose on your feet a further 
amendment of this nature. I am sure that you will 
see with me, Mr. Speaker; and however zealous mem- 
bers might be in protecting workers, one must also 
protect industry because i t  is from industry and the 
ingen~lity of the people who build u p  industries that 
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you get money to hire workmers. There is a necessity 
for such amendment, but an  amendment of so wide 
a nature should not go into this Act; becau~e in Bar- 
1,ados you will have a tendency to ruin business, and 
i t  will be too great an infringement on the privilege 
of the individual. 

On these Wages Councils on~e would be entitled 
to have the represelltation of lawyers or solicitors or 
accountants. What will be the position of an account. 
ant who would have to dimuss with a solicitor some- 
thing that happened on a particular Wages Council? 
I say with the greatest respect to" the Other Place tha, 
you should not pass something like this. I there- 
fore beg to move that this matter be postponed for 
further consideration. 

Mr. GODDARD: I beg to second that. The 
reasons that the honourable member has given ard 
w r y  strong ind'eed. Everyone knows how difficult 
it is to keep things secret in Barbados. No matter 
whether this Clause is in or out things will leak out; 
but i t  was purposely put there, I beliteve, to prevent 
harm being done to the large number of small busi- 
uesses in particular. It may be thought that the big 
businesses wish to keep things secret from Trade 
Unions. While that may be so, I think that the harm 
small businesses svill suffer as a result of their private 
zrrangement;; going on a public platform or in the 
Press will be greater than most people imagine. If 
the Clause is taken out entirely, I an1 sure that pres- 
sure will be brought to bear on small businesses; and 
they will be forced to shut up shop, and instead of 
protecting the workers you may be causing them to 
be idle and unemployed. 

l think the point was very wd l  put by the hon- 
ourable senior member for the City. I t  should be 
postponed because I do not think i t  was intended to 
preclude all discussions by members of the Wage; 
Councils of things which were discussed on the 
Councils. There are things which will be discussed 
on Councils which if the members of those Councils 
are to do justice to their jobs, they will have to discuss 
privately; but to publicise private business and the 
financial pwition of private business will affect ad- 
versely in the large majority of casB the small busi- 
rlesses rather than the large ones. No business likes 
having its private arrangements cliscussed. It is all 
well and good when the business is sitting pretty. 
This Clause was put  in to protect businesses. I t  may 
need further curtailment, however, and I will 
counsel honourable inembers to vote for the postpone- 
ment so that something acceptable to thle wishes of 
the Other Place should be put in. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP. I do not think I need repeat 
what I have already said 01- the assurances that T 
have given to the House. I will say that in  view of 
the attitude of the Opposition on this Clause I will 
eccept the motion for postponement. As f a r  as the 
konourable senior member for the City is concerned, 
1 think he must amend his attitude towards this; be- 
cause as he said, when i t  comes to a matter of con- 
ciliation machinery such as this, you must see that 
the dangers of an  amendment like this can be exag- 
gerated. I n  this respect thmere may be a case for 
temporising. 

The honourttble junior member for St. Lacy 
said that this is a substitute for Trade Unionism. I t  
cannot be that; and i t  is an  insult to the workers of 
this island to suggest that they would ever substi 
tute a thing of this nature for Trade Unions. The 
same provision that is in  this Clause is in the Wages 
Eoard Act, and i t  did not prevent the Wages Board 
from functioning. The honourable senior member 
for the City has made a n  accsptable suggestion. 

Mr. BARROW: 1 am qeaging  on the motion 
made by the honourable senior member for  the City. 
1 think that if the workers of this island wanted one 
iilustration of the active collusion between the Oppo- 

sition Party and the Government, and the sort of co- 
incidence of views between th'em on matters vitally 
affecting the workers of this country, they are pro- 
vided today with a perfect illustration. 

I am counselling those honourable members who 
feel as strongly about the interests of the working 
ciasses as I do to oppose the motion made by the 
honourable senior member for  the City. He has had 
L long experience in Parliament and he is probably 
lrlore acute in  his perceptions than the Hon. Ministie1 
of Labour, and he realises that with the weight of 
iepresentation which the Government has today the 
>uggestions of honouiable members on my left will be 
carried in the interest of the people of this country 
5.35 p.m. . . 

I t  is always surprising to me that this Govern- 
ment is so willing to accede to the wishes of the Other 
Place and to succumb to the blandishments of the 
Opposition whose views are diametrically opposite to 
those of the Government theoretically, but in  actual 
practice are synonymous. I am warning members on 
my left not to be led away by the atmosphere of 
amiability which is now being spread abroad and 
exuded from both the members of the Government 
and members of the Opposition. I am warning hon- 
~u rab le  members not to be led away in  this cross- 
current of amiability which wodd  tend to sweep away 
the rights of this Chamber. Time and time again, I 
have drawn to honourable members that this Govern- 
ment is more intent on carrying out the wishes of 
the employing classes than the wishes of the employed 
We have had the spectacle of a person of the one 
c.rganisation in this island which a t  present is sup- 
posed to be pepresenting the working class i n  the 

-industrial field, explaining his views in  no uncertain 
manner; and now we find the Hon. Minister of Trade 
getting up and attacking an  honourable member in 
the most vitriolic terms because that member s u g  
gested that this amendment which says that people 
who give information, which the Act says must be 
given, must be prosecuted; and the honourable mem- 
ber said so because his organisation was opposed to 
that section-Section 7. Sir, because a member who 
r+epresents that organisation gave those views, he was 
attacked by the Hon. Minister of Labour, although 
the Minister himself went so f a r  as to say without 
ally reservations whatsoever that he intends to bring 
back a Bill with an amendment to wipe out that 
Section which we are saying should be deleted here 
and right now. 

The Hon. Minister of Labour is saying that there 
are people at  the back door waiting and panting 
for this Bill as amended by the Other Place. I have 
caused a search to be made and I cannot h d  any 
organisation or  unorganised set of people waiting out. 
side of this Chamber for this Bill. I doubt whether 
anybody outside knows anything of this Wages 
Council Act. Even the Hon. Minister himwlf is 
unaware of the t e rns  of the Wages Council Act. I 
have already cited from the Wages Council Act of 
England of 1945 which has the pnevious legislation 
of 1909 of the Wages Board Act re-activated and em- 
bodied in i t  i n  the light of the English industrial ex- 
perts. Here i t  is now we have the honourable senior 
member for  the City telling us that some business 
nian would be ruined if his profits are made public. 
H e  is saying that there is the possibility that a news- 
paper may publish that some businessman has a large 
overdraft. The honourable junior member for  St. 
Peter has tried to point out time and time agaia that  
the whole purpose of a Wages Council is to negotiate 
in these industries, not to settle dispute between an  
employer and his employees; but to settle anything 
with respect to the wages and holidays of employees 
in those industries or any such industry in  which 
there is inadequate machinery for  the settlement of 
such matters. How then can the honourable senior 



~uember for the City in employing his blandishmen t 
on the Government, get up and suggest that an indi- 
vidual employer may be prejudiced if information of 
his business is divulged. That is the situation which 
L would like to put before this House. 

Mr. E. D. MBTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, - 1 
rise on a point of explanation. The honourd})ir 
member has said that I said that an individual ma) 
be prejudiced if information of his business 1s 
divulged. Sir, you cannot take that out of the 
context of what I said and the honourable member 
knows what I said. If he does not know I am pre- 
pared to remind him of what I said. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, that is my un- 
derstanding of what the honourable senior member 
for the City ww attempting to say. I understood 
him to say that an individual industrialist or em- 
loyer who had an overdraft a t  the bank or a private 
matter which he did not want divulged, might 'je 
ruined if some member of a Wages Council divulged 
that information or caused it to be published 
in the Press of this island. I ami not trying to paint 
the honourable senior member for the City; I believe 
his motives are beyond reproach. I believe he spokc 
in this way not because he wanted to represent a 
certain class in this island, but because he arriveJ 
a t  too late a stage in this debate to know everythiwz 
of it. I say again that the whole rationality of a 
Wages Council is to set wages in industries in whiell 
adequate machinery does not already exist; :tud 
therefore, there would be no question of an individual 
employer being ~rejudiced by the disclosure of ally 
information which might have been given to the 
Wages Council when it was in session. I would like to 
point out to the honourable senior member for th. 
City that under the 1945 English Wages Counc;! 
Act which is not in contradistinction to odr own Act, 
(and we are saying that we are modelling ours on 
that Act) that the very proposals of a Wages Council 
have to be published before an O-rder is even col?- 
telpplated which would bind the parties. All thal 
we have done here in Barbados is to say that the 
draft Order must 'bb published, but in England they 
have gone further and said that the proposals must 
be published; and those proposals might be parr 
of the information which may arise in the conrse of 
settlement by the Wages Council. 
5.45 p.m. 

Let us take an illustration. An employer's rep- 
resentative may come forward and say, "We have 
discovered that our p r d t  has been 20% during the  
past three years and we are therefore prepared to 
give you a rise in wages of 8%. " That rep~esentative 
in supplying information to the Wages Council and 
a workers' representative may meet representatives 
of the Press outside the door of the Wages Council 
and they may ask him what is the big hold-up of 
proceedings, and he may answer quite innocently 
in order to show that his group of workers are'not 
responsible for the delays in reaching an agree- 
ment. He may say: "the employers say that they 
make an average profit of 20% in the industry and 
they are only prepared to give an 8% increase in 
our wages, and we do not consider that to be fair." 
On the next morning he may be hailed before a 
Police Magistrate and fined $100 because he has 
given information which has been given to the 
Wages Council. People can marshal the sympathy 
of the public on their side before the meeting takes 
place, by picking out information and givlng it to 
the Press. Because the representative of the work- 
ers tells the reporters that the ernployera are un- 
reasonable beeause they are making 20% profit and 
they are onIy paying out an 8% increase, he must 

be imprisoned for four months. When you see this 
amiability subsisting between the Government and tha 
Opposition, I am warning honourable members that 
somebody is getting squeezed in between; and in- 
variably i t  is the working-class man in thh  island. 

W 
F'or the reasons I have given I will not vote for 

ally postponement of this amendment. I cannot 
accept the proposition made by the Minister of 
Labour that he will take out this amendment any- 
how, but we must not offend the Other Place and . 
we must not run into the danger of postponing this 
legislation because these unorganised workers aru 
waiting for the Bill. I s  the Minister suggesting that 
the workers are waiting on this House to pass this 
Bill? I challenge him to mime one trade in this 
island including the hotel workers to whom the pro- l 

visions of this Bill has been put and explained in all 
its implications; let him name one person in the 
trade apart from the honourable junior member for I 

! 
Christ Church, before whoss eyes this Bill has ever 
passed. I want to say that people like the Minister 
of Labou~ are not fit to represent the working classes 

1 
of this island, when they can make suggestions like 
this. 

Mr. SPEAKER>: I ask the honourable member 
not to make any personal reference to any member 
of this Chamber. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I would like to assure 
the honourable senim member for St. aeorge that I 
agree with him in part. I am not agreeing to this 
amendment for the same reason he has suggested, we 
are aware that in this Bill much has got in the way 
other than the amendment. I should like to point 
out that the Wages Council is constituted on a 
different basis from that of the Wages Board. The 
Labour Commissioner was Chairman of the Wages 
Board but the Labour Commissioner will not even 
be cn this Board. Section 18 of the Act dealt with 
information which the Labour Commissioner has 
received, and all the information he would receive 
it; the production figures and the wages sheets to the 
time you employ outworkers; and the honourable 
senior member for the City should not have made 
this mistake because the Labour Gommissloner can- 
not now tell you that "John Brown's business has 
made a profit of 20%.', The Labour Commissioner 
cannot do that; all he can say is "I visited Roebuck 
Street and, the information is that the average wages 
aTe so much." This Wages Council cannot dis- 
close anything about a profit and loss account, be- 
cause it will not be available to them. The wages 
which the Wages Council would pass is what a repre- 
sentative must know; the Barbados Workers' Union 
and the Sugar Producers' Association can make a 
request to the Government to form a Wages Council 
for the purpose of dealing with people who come in 
from outsid"e. The Governor-in-Executive Com- 
niitte can choose executives from among them, but 
the type of information which should be available is 
what the representatives would like to know. That 
is why I said that this particular Clause enfo~ces 
that these people do not have information that they 
can disclose about somebody's credibility; that; is not 
available to them. Under this Act the Labour Com- 
missioner cannot tell anybody that "John Brown" 
has made a profit of 20%; he is prohibited from 
doing that; he cannot tell you the name of the per- 
son under this Act. 
5.55 p.m. 

Under this Act the Labour Commissioner can- 
not tell you the name of the person; therefore, 
the question does not arise that the Wages Coun- 
cils can know what Messrs Johnson & Redman 
or Da Costa & Co., Ud., are making. They can 
only know that a particular trade is paying such 



and such an  average wage, and that  such and such 
are the conditions prevailing. No msre ~in9oama- 
tion will ever be available to the Council because 
under the Act the Labour Commissioner cannot 
give you any more information. 

The reason why I will urge the Minister to 
agree to the postponement is that  those who think 
wc are  talking nyonumental nonsense will have 
time to see that  there is something in what we 
are  saying. What I want to point out, is that 
the Wages Board Act was enacted to give repre- 
scntatives to Boards an opportunity to tell the 
Government or anyone else anything. There are 
some people who do not take any interest in  these 
thinge; but those who take some interest in them 
will realise that  this is something which you can- 
not just allow to slide. I will urge that the post- 
ponement be agreed to because even the members 
of the Other Place who put  this Clause in  did 

, not realise that  all the information which the 
Labour Commissioner can give is as  regards the 
average wages and conditions of work in a par- ,+' ticular trade or industry. The Labour Commis- 
sioner has no authority to go into any place and 
disclose any one's pockets, nor can the Wages 
Councils subpoena anyone to come before them. 
That is why under this Act the Labour Commis- 
sioner and the Assistant Labour Commissioner are 
mentioned. I t  is only through the Labour Depart- 
ment that  the Board can be supplied with infor- 
mation; and as I said before, in giving that 
infornlation no one's name can be mentioned. 

One of the reasons why I will agree with the 
postponement is that  this Clause is really unneces- 
sary;  and i t  only creates in the minds of people 
the idea that  there is information to hush-up. This 
is not conciliatory machinery; there will be no 
two sides meeting; this will be only a body set up 
to make an  agreement. There will be no negotia- 
tions going on; this will be like a Board of Diree- 
tors. You do not negotiate with yourself. I would 

. agree with the postponement so as to allay the 

. fears of the honourable senior member for the 

. City; because i t  is impossible for the Wages Coun- 

. cil to do y h a t  he thinks they can do. They can 
only arrive a t  salaries based on what a n  industry 
as a whole is paying. The profits of an  industr) 
will never be given to this Board, and there is no 
provision in the Act for  that  to be done. 

The Act shows what information the Labour 
Commissioner can get. He can require the produc- 

. tion of wage sheets or  other records of wages kept 
by an  employer, and records of payments made 
to outworkers by persons giving out work, and 
any otheri  such records as  a re  required by this 
par t  of this Act to be kept by employers, and to 
inspect and examine those sheets or records and 
copy any material, par t  thereof. He cannot look 
a t  balance sheets. I would like him to be able 

, to ask f a r  more but he cannot. 
This Bill talks about a Commission of Enquiry. 

A Commission of Enquiry will be likely to have 
more authority to investigate a n  industry to see 
if i t  is necessary to set up a Wages Council in 
respect of that  industry. I am agreeing to the 
postponement so that  members both on the Gov- 
ernment's side and the Opposition can allay their 

, fears. I am not abandoning my original position 
but I feel so sure that  I am right, the Government 
can take as  long a s  they like before they see the 
point. There neea to be no fear  of any balance 
sheet o r  profit and loss account being examined. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I know that  the hon- 
' ourable member is very converaant with all these 
things, but  I would prefer t o  have this postponed 
in any case. I cannot see that  the Labour Com- 

missioner has no power to do the things which I 
have mentioned. All I am asking therefore is tba t  
if there is anything in this amendment of this 
Bill which is unnecessary, let i t  come oat. If when 
you postpone this i t  is found that many a pcr- 
son who is doing business could be ruined if per- 
mission is given to people to broadcast private 
business arrangements on a public platform or in 
the Press, I will say no. 
6.05 p.m. 

I do say that the other points which I hav:: 
made, I have not made in any collusion a s  t h ?  
honourable senior member for  St. George has 
made other honourable members to believe. 1 

have not made that point with any idea of pro- 
tecting any interest. Let me say that  many a 
business in Bridgetown and many a prosperous 
looking business in Bridgetown which employs 
dozens of people is in such a position that if you 
get a t  the root of i t  and that  business was dis- 
closed publicly, instead of its 'being able to go !in 
hiring people i t  could be closed down by the stroke 
of a pen. Many a man doing business may be  
given security which has absolutely nothing to do 
with the business, but if you were to have a pub- 
lic investigation of the business, you might find 
that such facts might come out that persons who 
might be opposed to that  business could use tha t  
information to close i t  down. 

Z counsel honourable members of this Cham- 
ber to be wise in their deliberations on this matter. 
Honourable membms should be able to see the 
wisdom in this amendment put forward by the 
Other Place. I did not hear all the honourable 
Minister had to say, but he has an  idea that  this 
amendment should come out in the Bill. If you 
feel i t  should be put in let us  put i t  i n ;  but if 
you do not feel so do not put  i t  in ;  be man 
enough to say that  i t  is either necessary or un- 
necessary. I n  my opinion, I believe the amend- 
ment needs not be as  broad as this. 

I do not agree with what the honourable 
junior member for St. Peter said because the sec- 
tion he read is very far-reaching. They can pos- 
sibly ask for  any and everything outside the man's 
life, 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I would like t o  
understand what is the position now. A motion 
was made that  this amendment be agreed to and 
another motion was made and seconded that  this 
amendment should be postponed; and the Mover 
of the first motion accepted the motion for the post- 
ponement. What I would like to know is, what 
is the position when this matter comes back to 
this House. 

The quesh.bn that further consideration of the 
mendment be podponed was put amd resolved in 
'the affirmative without divisdom. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker - 

ADJOJURNMENT 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this House do now adjourn for  half a n  hour. 

Mr. E .D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I was 
asking whekher having made this motion for  the 
postponement of the amendment whieh we were 
dicussing, whether i t  would be in order to suggeat 
that  a Select Committee should deal with it. Hav- 
ing heard the views expressed on both sides of the 
House on it, I thinli the Government should accept 
the suggestion that this matter be sent to  Select 
Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is a motion before t h e  
House but i t  has not been seconded. 

Mr. SEWI9: I beg to second it. 
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The  question that  this House do now adjourn 
for half an h o w  w a s  p z ~ t  and resolved in. the affirma- 
t i v e  w&hozc2 d i v i s i m  and Mr.  Speaker adjourned 
the House accordingly. 
6.15 p.m. 

On re-asseh.nbZilzg, 
IJon. M. E. C'OX: &h. Speaker, I ask leave to 

take Order No. 2 standing in the name of the Hon. 
Premier. . . 

l'here bsing nu objection, leade was gramted 
iite horn. ~ v ~ e w ~ b e r .  

AMENDMENTS TO THE ADOPTION BILL 

which was made by the Hon. Mimster to the House 
at the time. 

Hon. C. E. TALMB: 1 beg to second that. 
M@. LEWIS:  Mr. Speaker, it is rather surpris- 

ing to find the form of amendment which has been 
sent back to this House after the impression was 
given of the type of amendment that was needed 
I am wondering whether these amendments are redly 
what the Othm Place intended. When this Bill was 
before us, i t  was plarticularly pointed out that thc 
assurance given could not be carried out. That has 
been found to be true so thst you had to m g e  some 
p&visioiz in  the Act itself for making the regulations. 
What I mean is this: vou had to ~ r o v i d e  in the Act 

Mr. SPEAKER: ~h~ next 0aer of ,.he 
stmds in the name of the ~ i ~ i ~ t ~ ~  of corn- 
munication, %rorks and ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ :  "to move the con- 
sideration of the mendments of the the ~ ~ g i ~ -  
lative Council to the Bill intituled to malrr, 
provision for the Adoption of children". 

Hon. ". '. 'OX Mr. 'peaker, ' beg move 
that these amendments be now read a first time. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA : 1 beg to second that. 
Tha motiolz was  put at&& agreed to. 
Eon. M. E .  COX: I n  moving the second red(! 

ing of these amendments 1 will say, as hon. members 
will SW7 that there are only two major amendments 
The ,fikst amendment is in  Clause 2, Subsection (a) 
where two commas are inserted; one after the word 
"full-blood" and the other after the word "half- 
blood". The second amendment is a marginal note 
10 11 and I hardly think that there will be 

for what the regulations can do'because what we 
\-,-ere told they would do in  the reglulations, was con- 
trary to the Act itself. I t  was really ilonsease to 
say thzt l t  was an assurance, a saving-face kind ot 
promise, which could not be carried out and it is a 
reflection on the ability of this House that points 
brought up to its attention, ordinallJT simple pro- 
positions, are not understood merely because they 
come from members of this House. 
7.05 p.m. 

This Rill 11% talien a lot of time and i;t is not 
ill the sl?ape w11ic.h i t  should be. Ip my 

the Uover-ent was afraid to come back 
with the type of amendment which was foreshadowed 
5n the consideration of this Bill ill this House. 'l'lley 
could not face the House although the House would 
hiave been most generous to thela as they have been 
on previous occwions. 1 remember a pa~ticul;zr 
1311 that came back to us with ninpteen amendments, 

any disagdeement with that. Then i n  Clause 17 ( a )  I 
there is an amendment by the addition of the word 
"the" after the word "that" in the third last line 
A n  important amendment is in Sub-clause 4 oi 
Clause 21. When this Hill was discussed in thl: 
House, hon. members felt and did express the view 
that the Social Welfare Officer should not be wholly 
bnd solely in charge of this matter; or that this oE- 
ccr should not be the person to decide whethe* a child 
should be adopted by "A", "B" or "Z". The 
amendment now seeks to delete the words ' ' S ~ i a l  
Welfare Officer" and insert the words "the Court" 
6n place thereof, so that the section will now read:- 

" (4 j  For the purpose of any application for an 
adoption ordefi and in any proceedings under thi? 
Act the Court shall appoint some suitable person to  
act as guardian ad litem of the infant upon the hear- 
ing of the application fir in  connection with such pro- 
ceedings with the duty of safeguarding the interests 
of the infant before the Court :" 

I think hon. members have pressed for some simi- 
lar  amendment and other amendments to this Bill 
Before the amendments were passed by the Other 
Place, they were referred back to the Executive 
Committee who agreed with them. In  subclause 3 of 
Clause 22 the Other Place has amended the word 
"purpose" occurring in  the first line to read " pur- 
poses". Then in Subclause 2 of Clause 30 the word 
"dispended" has been deleted and $be word "dis- 
pensed7, substituted therefor. The last amendment ns 

addition to Clause 31 1; that addition is Subclallsc 
(e) and i t  reads as follows :- 

" (e.) For securing that the Social Welfare Offi- 
cer shall with respect to any matter concerning the 
adoption of an  i n f m t  be advised by such pe$ons 
as the Governor-in-Executive Committee may pre 

scribe. " 
When this Bill was being discussed in  this 

undertaking that provision would be made for regu- 
lations to be made to assist in  the functioning of this 
~ c t .  This amendment also deals with the making 
of those regulations; it seeks to honour that pledge 

every one of which was pointed out in  this House 
~ n d  everplle of whi,=h was accepted by the Go17erll- 
jnent on the recommelldation of the same rnenlber 
that rejected them in this IIouse. The Government 
has gat itself into a it is a &me- to  
bring back amendments which Goverllmeni itself 
has seen necesary. 

The Social Welfare Officer has no right to be 
jn this Act. There were two model Acts and the 
Government copied the one from St. Lucia ratiner 
than the one fml1 Trinidad, (at  least far as the 
adoption of children is co~lcerned) alld then they 
made the sole deciding authority as  to 
qualifications for being sln adopter, one particular 
person. That person may ha172 all the ~risc!orl i n  
the world, but that iq llot how .rv~ work a democracy. 

What this amendment does is to secure that the 
Social Welfare Oficer shall with respect to any 
matter concerning the adoption of infants, be ad- 
vised by any persons that the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee may prescribe. That is the only way- 
the &cial Welfare Officer need take into account 
anything that is said by anyone. I f  this is what 
the Government wanted, this Bill could have passed 
the HOUR? in this form ever since; because although 
St does not meet all the wishes of honourable 
members, i t  is better than it was originally.. The 
Government had to accept this compromise so as to  
save their faces; that is the sole cause of this amend- 
ment coming down in this form. 

T-Iom-ever, sir, this is the Bill that we are told 
a lot of people are waiting for;  and i t  is certainly ono 
in which the Government should be made aware of 
the stupidity of the provisions where other peoplc a re  
allowed or prevented from adopting children. I will 
accept this amendment and not vote against i t  because 
!it seems to me that this is the only way to get the 
Bill on the Statute Book at this time. The persons 
who have rejected i t  this time are the Government, 
not the Other Place. The Government would be 
,stubborn enough to reject it if it had been done in 
the proper way, and lhat Is why it has t~ go un thc 
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Statute Book in this form. In a lot of these amenrl- I n  the case of Mr. A. T. King, he is being paid 
mei~ts  opportunity has not only been taken to put  :U at his option a pension a t  the rate of $286 per annum 
something that the Other Place wanted, but also in by monthly instalments or a gratuity of $715 and 
these two Bills you will see that errors in the clraft- 
ing of the legislation have been corrected. thereafter, a reduced pension a t  the rate of $214.50 

Il'ize qzbe~tzon that  the  amend men:^ l ic reuu n per annum by monthly instalments. 
s~cond t ime ?~?cls put and agreed to. I n  the case of Mr. J. A. Mapp, he is being paid a t  

Olt the nzotion of  Hon. ill. E Cox, sec20nrlecl h?? his option either a pension a t  the rate of $650 per 
the Hon. C. E. [rctlw, the aneend~vertts u;cre agrl C(/ annum by monthly instalments or a gratuity of 
t o .  $1,625 and thereafter, a reduced pension a t  the rate 

ST. JOSEPH HIGHWAY EMPLOYEES 
PENSION BILL 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I am aslriug 
leave to take Order No. 13, as  the next Order of tlle 
day. 

I'herr. bei.ng n o  objecta,:)~ leave Boas granted t l ~ ~  
I ~ o m u r a b b  m m b e r .  

Mr. SPEAKER: On the last occasion the boil- 
ourable junior member for the City was speaking on 
the Bill. p 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I will leave 00 
where I was speaking, otherwhe 1 will be gettipg 
myself in  trouble. For  the p r s e n t  l will reserve m y  
private opinion. Therefore, all that l would like to 
say is that I would be glad for an  lassurance that at 
some time or other the persons concerned have been 
made aware of the provisions of this Bill. I would 
like to have that assurance, because if the Govern- 
ment can continuously a y  that this has happen<d 
as an act of courtesy we will he willing to  commend 
them. These things are usually done and there is a 
way of doing them. Someone is liable to have made 
a mistake in their aalculations and the actual peo- 
ple concerned may feel it is not to be like that. 1 
hope that I will hear that these people have been 
told that so and so is the cme as a mere tact 01 
murtesy,. I have not been appi-oached by anyone of 
them on whether i t  i s  right or wrong. I hope every 
one concerned is satisfied. 

Mr. BRlrAN: Mr. Speaker, befolc the I1o:l 
Minister replies there is just one question I would 
like to ask. The Objects and Reasons of the Bill 
say in  part, "This Bill seeks accordingly to enable 
the Government to pay to A. A. B. Gill, and D. C. A. 
Ince the pensions which they formerly received and 
to award pensions to A. T. King, and J. A. Mapp 
as the Vestry is no longer In [a position to do." I 
understand that there is a sonlawhat different basis 
in computing pensions between the Vestry and the 
Central Government. I would like to know on what 
basin these pensions will be given. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I would like to assure the ~ O J I -  

lmrable junior member for the City that these gentle- 
men were told what Government intend to do soml! 
months ago; and the provisions made in  this Bill are 
exactly what Government servants would have receiv- 
ed were they placed in similar circumstances. Tb. 

first two gentlemen mentioned in the Rill (to whom 
the honourable junior member for St. Michael re- 
ferred) are pensioners of the Highway Commissions of 
St. Joseph. I should like to say a b  this stage that this 
Act is deemed to come into operation from the 1st 
September, 1954, but although the Act is so worded, 
you will not need money for these gentlemen from that 
date, because the Vestry of St. Joseph has already 
made payments to those two individuals. 

I will say again that Mr. A. T. King and Mr. 
J. A. Mapp are paid similar pensions as  Government ' S  

servants would have been paid if their jobs were 
abolished as I mentioned when I introduced the Bill 
They are being paid for  abolition of office under th(s 
1925 Pension Act. Tlze pensions to the respectiv~ 
parties are as follows :- 

of $487.50 per annum by monthly instalments. 
I11 both cases, the law in  so f a r  as abolition of 

office applies. Mr. King gets 7/60 and Mr. Mapp 
gets 5/69. Let me repeat that they are treated as 
well as can be, and are given all that should come tu 
them or to anybody who might have been employed 
under similar circumstances by the Government. 

The question1 that the  Bill be mow read a second 
t ime  was pwt arcrd resolved in the affirmative w i t b u t  
divisiouz. 

0% rmotwm of Hm. M. E. Cax, seconded by  Hott. 
R. G. Mapp, Bk. S p e m h r  l e f t  the Chair w d  t k ,  
H m s e  w e d  h t o  C"mm4ttee o n  ths Bill, Mr. Snvitlt 
1)einq in the C%r. 

Gluz~se 1 was called and passed. 
Clause 2 was &Led. I t  r e d  as follows :- 
"2.  The Accountant General is hereby author- 

ised and required to pay from the Public Treasury 
on the warrant of the Governor-in-Executive COIIL- 
rilittee as from the first day of September, 1954:- 

(a) A h i n  Arrindel Barnes Gill a pension 
a t  the rate of three hundred and ninety- 
nine dollars and twelve cents per annum 
and cost of living allowance thereon at 
the rate of two hundred and sixtee11 
dollars and forty-eight cents per annul; 
by equal monthly instalments; 

(b)  Douglas Cowper Alport Ince a pension 
a t  the rate of two hundred and eight 
dollars and fifty-six cents per annuir~ 
and cost of livinp; allowance thereon at  
a t  the rate of one hundred and thirty- 
seven dollars and sixty-four cents per 
annum by equal monthly instalments; 

(c) Alfred Theodore King a t  his option 
either- 
(i) a pension a t  the rate of six hundred 

and fifty dollars per annum by 
monthly instalments ; or 

(ii) a gratuity of one thousand six hun- 
dred and twenty-five dollars and 
thereafter a pension at the rate of 
four hundred and eighty-seven dol- 
lars and fifty cents per annum b.7 
monthly instalments. " 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Clause 2 
stand part. 

Hon. R. G. MAYP : I 'beg t o  second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Chairman, I do not know suffi- 

cient of the computation of these pensions really to 
ask the Hon. Minister intelligently the question 
bvhich I have in mind; but  it follows somewhat 111 
line with what the honourable junior member for 
Et. Michael asked him. The 5/60 and 7/60 which the 
Hon. Minister tallred about for the abolition of officc 
appears to me to be more along the Parochial method 
of calculating pensions than along Government's. AB 
I have said, I may be wrong. I am not saying that 
i t  is an injustice because if those people never actually 
worked with the Government, it might not 'be fair 
to give them Government rates. After all, when 
the Government abolished their posts they were not 
Government's employees. The Government, so to 
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speak, actually abolished parochial posts. Of couroe, 
.l would be very happy to know that these gentlemit; 
who will not be employed by the Government will 
benefit from the Gov-ent 'S scheme. 

I would like the Hon. Minister to make sure thai 
what he said is absolutely correct. I do not belie\:: 
he has any intention of misleading the House, 'but it 
is possible that the actual question did not occl!r 
to him, and therefore he did not make himself ver) 
well acquainted with it. 

As I have said, I am not for one momdnt saying 
that this is wrong. If these pe_ople did not work 'or 
Government they are not entitled to the Governmen:,'~ 
rates. The honourable junior member for a. Mich 
ael wanted it pointed out whether this 5/60 of 7/69 
were Government rates. It strikes me to  be that 04  
a parochial method of calculation, because I thir.k 
the Vestries work sixtieths whereas the Goveriimellt 
works fiftieths. 
7.25 p.m. 

Hon. M. E. COX : I would like to assure the hon. 
n,ember that this is not a Parochial Pension Act: 
it is an Act for pension of Public Officers. 

If the honourable member mill look at  Section 
4 Sub-paragra,ph 2 of the 1925 Act he will see that 
it says this:- 

"If the Officer shall have served in this islana 
ten years and upwards and under eleven years all 
annual pension of ten sixteenths of the annual salay:, 
and emolumellts of his office." 

You can stay in  office until 65 years under the 
old Act; you have to go home when you are sixty 
under the new Act, but the question as to what the 
pension should be is not altered. In  section 9 the 
Act says this: "In the case of service of more t h m  
ten years, five sixtieths;" in  the case of Mr. Mapp 
he did around ten years and he gets ten six- 
tcenths; and in the case of Mr. King he cannot get 
more than seven sixtieths. This applies to the aboli 
tion of ofice. If the Governmeut abolishes a n  office 
before an  officer assumes duties you have to pay 
him for  abolition or superannuation. I want to 
assure the Committee that everything which is due 
to these gentlemen will be given to them. 

Mr. IjEWIS: I would like to point out that 
there were people under the 1925 Act who were told 
that  a new Pension Bill was coming in, and they 
were asked whether they would elect to remain 
~ c d e r  the provisions of the 1925 Act; if it found 
nore  advantageous to them they have remained 
under that Act. We have had to bring in Bills in 
connec4ion with enabling people who did not elect 
to remain under one Act or the other to remaic 
until the end. I know that there are certain Gov- 
ernment servants who E r e  asked to elect under 
d i c h  Act they would remain and they elected tc 
remain under the new Act. 

Mr. BARBOW: I do not understand the argu- 
ment of the Hon. Minister of 'Communications; th,: 
definition of a public employee under the 1937 Pen- 
sion Act states what a public employee .means. The 
gentlemen whose pensions are being discussed now 
have not been employees of the Government of this 
island and as the honourable junior member for thr 
City has already pointed out, when the mw Pen 
sion Act eame into force a special dispensation was 
made to those members of the public who joined 
the Service under certain conditions of employ- 
ment. They had to be given the option of deciding 
if they would continue under the subsisting con- 
ditions or under the new conditions. The honour- 
able member has already pointed out that the public 
officers who were already members of the Govern- 
ment service and who were given this dispensation 

had to elect within a prescribed time whether they 
would c~n t inue  their service under the pre-existing 
arrangements or whether they would accept t l~cir  
pensions under the new Act. The position of my- 
one who joined the Qovernment Service sukse.;uent 
to the passing of that Act would be that thev would 
not be joining the Service under the 1928, 1937 Acts 
or any other conditions prior to the passing of the 
Act. I t  would therefore seem to me - although I 
r,ot know about mutual agreements made between 
former employees of the Vestry of the parish or the 
Minister or the Crown Law Officers-It would ap- 
year to me that the conditions of service which 

! 
existed in 1928 or 1937 c ~ u l d  not be made applicable 
to the offices now. Because of a special waiver made i 

by the Speaker these employees arq being considerea 
as public employees. These gentlemen have not 

t 
been employees of the Government of Barbados and 1 
therefore if provision is being made now to provide 
them with pensiom on the same basis as Government 
employees, they should not be considered for pen- & sions being made retrospective. The inference is 
that they are only Government employees as from 
tke date of the separation of the employment from 
tbe Highway Commissioners of St. Joseph and the 
laking over of those roads by the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee. Their tenure of office cannot 
be related back to a set of conditions which pre- 
vailed in 1928. 
;.35 p.m. I 

The question that C M e  2 stand part of the 
Hill uhas put a7td resolved in the a f i m t i v e  urith- 1 
c m  division. 

Clazsse 3 was called and passed. l 
Hon. M. E. COX: I am asking leave to with. I 

draw Section 4, which has been found unnecessary. 
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I would like to 

ask the honourable member to be more specac and 
to gset up and t h m k  me for  drawing this to his at- 
tention on the last occasion. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I thank the honourable 
mernber. T 

There being no objectiorv leave was grdntad the 
hcnolulrable member to withdvaw Section 4.  

Hon. M. E.  COX : I beg to move that we now 
report the passing of this Bill in Committee with 
an amendment. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to second that. 
The questkm w s  put and agreed to. Mr. 

CHAIEMAN reported, & Mr. SPEAKEB resumxi 
the Chair and reported accwdhgly. 

On motiam of m. M .  E. COX seconded bg 
Hm. C.  E. T m A ,  in each case thR BiJl m s  r e d  
a third time a,& passed. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, that is the end 
of Government Business. 

PRIITATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, Orders 1, 2 and 
3 under Private Members' Business stand in my 
name. I have been asked by the Leader of the 
Rouse not to deal with Nos. 1 & 2 yet inasmuch as 
the  government is still investigating certain things 
connected with these orders. The Leader of the 
House is not here today a d  I will not do Nos. 1 & 2.  
But as fa r  as No. 3 is concerned, I think that all 
will agree that tha,t is very straightforward, and 
the only hold-up has been settled. 

I am now asking leave to deal with Order No 
3, under Private Members' Business. 
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MARY SON'IA CARTEE (EXEMPTION) BILL 
There being nia objection leave TAW granted the 

honoz~rab le member. 
Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, this lady has 

obtained the degree of Bachelor of Laws, a degree 
that in England would exempt her from having to 
take the legal part  of the Solicitors Intermediate 
Examination. According to the Barbados Act how- 
ever she would not be so exempted, and  this Rill 
seeks to give her that exemption so that she will 
I L O ~  have to wait a number of years before she can 
take the final examination. The Bill has been in 
the hands of honourable members for some time; 
and w'lthout further ado, I beg to move that this 
Gill be now read a second time. 

Mr. BARROW: I beg to second that, and in 
doing so I would say that I unfortunately (I use 
that word very advisedly) I do not belong to the 
,junior branch of the profession which is the morr 
lucrative branch in this island. From my contacls 
with that branch of legal profession I have not 
heard of any objection to the passing of this Bill 
by any of the members of the Solicitors' branch of 
the profession. 

I would like to point out, Mr. Speaker, that 
there are certain anomalies (and I am sorry that  
the honourable senior member for Christ Church is 
not here at  present) in the Solicitors Act which is 
of ancient ,vintage, nearly sixty years old; anomalies 
which are not found in similar legislation in any 
of the British colonies or in the United Kingdom 
itself. Some of these anomalies have already been 
drawn to the attention of the House, and i t  would 
not be expedientlfor me to discuss these anomalies 
now because they may be the subject of debate on 
another occasion. 

I n  support of the motion made by the honour- 
able junior member for Christ Church, I would like 
to point out that this is not in favour of a citizen 
of this country who has no pretensions to legal 
~~naljfications; the lady who seeks to pursue her 
studies in this way has already passed one of the 
most vigorous esaminations which obtain in the 
practice of law, that is, the Bachelor of Laws Exam- 
ination. I n  other places, as we have heard, that 
particular degree would exempt her from those 
parts of the Intermediate Examination for Solicit- 
ors, ~ t h e r  than accounts and book-keeping. 
7.45 p.m. 

My information is that in pursuit of her in- 
tention, the lady is prepared and has prepared to 
take tbese two examinations, therefore, there is no 
question of circumventing the professional train- 
ing which the Legislature in its wisdom has laid 
down as a prerequisite to this honourable profession. 

Mr. Speaker, there has been a full and frank 
disclosure of the professional and other qualifica- 
tions of Miss Mary Sonia Carter, and I have great 
pleasure in seconding the rnotion of the honourable 
junior member for Christ Church. 

T h e  question that the Bill be now read a second 
t i ~ ~ t e  was put and resolved in the ofirmative with, 
out division. 

O n  motion of Mr. Goddard seconded Mr. 
Rurrow, Mr. S P E A K E R  le f t  the Chair, and the 
House went into C'ovjzrnittee on, the Bill, Mr.  SJZIY'H 
7Jeing i n  the Chair. 

The  preamble was postponed. 
Clazsse 1 wals called. It  reads as fo1lou~s:- 
l . Th i s  Ac i  m a y  be cited as the  "Solicitors 

('vary Sonin Cc'rter) Exemption. Act 19.55." 
Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I beg to 

move that Clause 1 stand part. 

Mr. BARROW: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I am going to 

enquire if the inverted commas appearing in that 
clause are correct. They begin at the word "Solicit- 
ors" and end a t  the figures "1955". I s  i t  a quota- 
tion? If they are not necessary, I think they should 
be taken out. 

Mr. GODDARD: I accept the amendment. 
The  question that  Clause 1 as amended do now 

pass was put and resohved im the  a f i r m a t i ~ ~ e  without 
division. 

Clarsse 2 wus called. I t  reads as follow:- 
2. Notwithstanding the provisions of the 

Solicitors Act 1896 (hereinafter called the principal 
Act) Mary Sonia Carter of "Pine House" in the 
parish of Saint Michael in this Island, Spinster, 
shall be : 

< l )  exempted from being examined in  legal 
subjects in the intermediate examination 
mentioned in the principal Act, and from 
service under Articles of Clerkship before 
being eligible & a candidate for other 
subjects required in  the said intermediate 
examination. 

(2) eligible as a candiate for the final examina- 
tion mentioned in  the principal Act after 
she shall have passed the said intermediate 
examination. 

(3)  entitled to be admitted as  a Solicitor after 
she shall have passed the said intermediate 
examination and final examination and 
have served as a n  articled clerk for  a t  least 
two years instead of five years a s  provided 
by the principal Act. 

Mr. GODDARD : I beg to move that Clause 2 
stand part. 

Mr. BARROW: I beg to second that. 
Mr. TiEWIS: There is something wrong i n  

this Clause too. I notice that the second word of 
the words in brackets is "called7'. We do not 
i~snally have that type of method in referring to 
the principal Act. We usually have referred to  as 
the principal Act. 

Mr. GODDARD: I accept that amendment. 
Mr. LET'VIS: I am not sure that the follow- 

ing words are wrong, but I am raising the question. 
1 notice in sub-Clause (2)  that i t  begins with the 
xi-ord "eligible as  a candidate7' and in sub-Clause 
(3)  i t  begins with the words "entitled to be ad- 
mitted as a Solicilor." I do not want to give any- 
body the right to be put on the roll of Solicitors be- 
cause 1 believe they have to be admitted to practise. 
I do not know what is the full explanation for using 
the word "entitled." I t  may not be wrong, but I 
raised the question. If you say that after you have 
doncl a certain thing you are entitled to appl~r 
for admittance, that is different from saying that 
you are entitled to be admitted as a Solicitor. 

Mr. BAR@OW: Mr. Chairman, I pointed out 
to the honourable junior member for the City that 
htction 24 of the Solicitor's Act of 1896 reads as 
fcllows :- 

24. Every person who shall have entitled him- 
self under the provisions of this Act to be admitted 
3nd enrolled as a Solicitor shall before he shall be so 
admitted and enrolled, proved by the written 
declaration of himself and the Solicitor or Solicitors 
znd Barrister or Barristers under whom he has 
~erved ,  to be duly made and filed with the Registrar, 
that he hac actuallv and really served and been em- 
ployed by such Solicitor or Solicitors and Barrister 
or Barristers during the whole time and in  the 
manner required by this Act. 



l feel that we should include the words "and ell- 
rolled". The passing of the necessary examinations 
catitles this lady to be admitted, but it is left to the 
discretion of the Chief Justice as to whether she 
shall be enrolled. You not only have to enrol but 
you have to be re-registered every year. Although 
you are 3 solicitor and might have been admitted 
aaen ro l l ed ,  you have to be re-registered every year 
otherwise you would not be a solicitor. I feel that 
we should have the words "and enrolled'' inserted 
efter the word "admitted". 

Mr. GODDARD: I accept that amendment. 
Tlte q l~es i ion  that  Clause 2 m amended stand 

pari of  the  Bil l  was put  and resolved in the  affzrma- 
title without dit-iszon. 

Clause 3 was called. 
Mr. GODDARD: I beg to move that Clause 3 

):tancl part of the Bill. 
31r. BARROW: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  I know that this is the old-time 

way of doing these things, but I think that the 
present Chizf Cro\v,n Law Officer has evolved some- 
thing else which the honourable senior member for 
St. Michael has just cut out of a Bill. I suggest 
that in order to prevent this Bill from coming back 
to us fro111 the Other Place we should put in  the 
words which we have cut out in the previous Bill. 
They are as follo~vs :-- 

"Any bodies politic and corporate and all 
~ thers ."  I think that is the form which.the present 
Attorney General says should be used. 

?/h. GODDARD: I accept that amendment. 
T h e  qzwstion that Clause 3 as amended stand 

part of the Bill was ptct and resolved i n  tlze affirnln- 
without division. 
T h e  Preamble was calbed and passed. 
O n  the motion of Mr. G O D D A R D ,  seconded b y  

M r .  B A R R O W ,  tlze CHAJB-MAN reported the  pms-  
eny of the Bill in. Conzmittee with amendments. 

T h e  CHAIRikIAN reported, and Mr.  D E P U T Y  
S P E A K E R  took the Chair and reported according- 
ly. 

On, motions of Mr. G O D D A R D ,  seconded by  1Xr. 
B A R R O W ,  in each case, the Rill was read n third 
t ime and passed. 
8.05 p.m. 

PAROCHIAL EMPLOYEES PENSION BILL 
Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 

a m  asking leave to take Order No. 4, under Private 
JIembers' Business as the next Order of the Day. 

T'lzere being no objection leave was gva.nted the  
honourable member. 

BILL TO AMEND PAROCHIAL EMPLOYEES 
PENStION ACT, 1944 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAICER: The next Order of 
the Day, therefore, stands in the name of the hon- 
ourable senior member for the City: second reading 
of a Bill to amend the Parochial Employees Pen- 
sion Act, 1944, as  amended. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker thla 
ic: a Bill that has been passed annually since the 
ilislitution of Cost of Living Bonus to Parocial Em- 
ployees. I t  has been argued all the time that it 
ca;lnot be put into the Expiring Laws Continuance 
Act, ancl therefore, it must be introduced annually. 
l i  gives permission to the various Vestries to raise 
rates to pay increased pensions by way of Cost of 
Living Bonus. I beg to move that this Bill be now 
read a second time. 

Mr. QODDARD: I beg to second that. 
Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Deputy Speaker, before 

the question is put I would like to say that I notice 
that there is a petition accompanying this Bill; and 

l 
l 

Sir, all I w~ant to point out is that this Clause 
deals wlth the admission and enrolment of solicitors; 
i t  entitles every person who have equipped himself; 
therefore i t  seems to me that anyone who has pef- 
formed the prerequisite laid down in the Act 1s 
entitled to be enrolled as a Solicitor. It is not in 
the polver of anyone to say that a person having 

these prerequisities should not be entitled 
to practise as  (a Solicitor. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, there are other 
words in the Act for that. What I am saying is 
that after the word "admitted" you have the words 
"and enrolled"; and I am wondering if to safe- 
guard this lady we should put  in that too. They 
are entitled to be admitted and enrolled and if that 
is in the principal Act covering Solicitors who 
qualify in the normal way, let us use the same' 
phraseology if we want to protect this lady. There 
nlav be reasons for not doing it like that. If the10 
are, I would like to hear them. 

Mr. BARROW: The question of a person be- 
ing entitled to be admitted to practise is a right, 
but the question of enrolment is within the discretion 
of the Chief Justice. Therefore, you cannot say 
because you have passed the local examinations and 
other examinations and performed the statutory 
things, that you arc entitled to be enrollecl. Sectio~i 
25 lays i t  down that i t  is nihin the discretion of the  
Chief Justice to enrol and to allow a person to be 
enrolled; and the term which is used is that when a 
Sclicitor has proven to morally fit to maintain his 
status in the profession or is struck off the Roll and 
is to be re-admitted (as has happened in other 
colonies where Sorcitors are struck off the Rolls), i t  
does not preclude them at  a subsequent date to be 
eurolled again. Therefore, sir, you cannot say that 
with the passing of the examination according to 
S'-tion 25 of the Act, that that is a sort of pa&- 
port for enrolment. It is a passport for admission 
but not for enrolment. 
7.55 p m .  

Mr. LEWIS:  I had all of that in mind. I had in 
mind that the mere passing of these examinations 
clid not entitle you to practise because you are re- 
fused admission to practise after you have done 
them. I do not want i t  to be put  in this Bill that 
you are entitled to do something and anybody can 
stop you. Section 24 of the Act does not deal with 
the Chief Justice; Section 24 says that you must 
not only be admitted but enrolled. I t  is the same 

l identical thing which we are trying to put in hcre: 

l the Act refers to those who shall have entitled them 
selves to be admitted and enrolled. I think we 

1 should do exactly what is set out in Clause 24 oi 
I the Act; although i t  might be superfluous, it might 

i protect this lady. If those people who have passed 
these examinations are entitled to be admitted and 
carolled, why should this lady m l y  be entitled to 
bc admitted ? One honourable member has said that 
if you %re admitted you are automatically enrolled; 
hut the Act of 1893 does not say so;  i t  says that 

l you must be admitted and enrolled. I feel that 1 
should point out this matter to honourable nzem- 
bers; it might be an oversight but I suggest that 
these words "and enrolled" should be put in. I11 

the interest of this lady I do not think i t  would do 

I 
any harm in putting in these words and allo\\~ th;c 
lady to practise just as any other solicitor who has 

l 
I entered the profession in accordance with the Act. 
I Tf she does not come in under this provision she i- 

not coming in under the Solicitors Act; she is com- 
111g in under her own Act. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: By way of attempting to 
I assist the honourable member who has just sat down, 
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in that petition thrre is the name of a Vestryman, 
Mr. Vincent E. Griffith. If I remember correctly, 

..-.- this gentleman has,been out of the island for ap- 
proximately nine months. 1 want to know if some- 
thing legal or illegal is being done, and if he call 
really sign the petition. 1: am just asking for in- 
fcvrmation; I do not want to embarrass anyone. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY : There is no embarrass 
nlent where I am concerned. Before all these Bills 
dealing with Local Government are debated the Bills 
must be put in the possession of the Hon. fifinisler 
Social Services acco'rding to the ruling made by that 
I\iIinister. They must also be submitted to the 
Crown Law Officer. These Bills were advertised, 
the Petitions were brought iG and the Bills were put 
ir. the hands of the Miniskr of Social Services; 1 
take it that he found them to be in order. 

As far  as Mr. Grjflith is concerned, I would like 
to draw to the attention of the House that i t  is the 

> 1 rlght of every Vestryman after he has been elected 
to  aqk for leave, and that leave can be extended. 

+ - I would like to assure the honourable member that 
- the Veqtrier' solicitors prepa~ed this Bill for the 

approval of the Attorney General and the Minister 
of Social Services. I take it that if it were not in 
order it would not have been allowed to reach this 
House. I will add that a Petition need only carry 
the names of the vestryman; but lt must be signed 
by the Chairman and not by the Vestry. I will 
lcpeat that since Ministerial Status came into being 
the Government has said that before any of these 
Bills can be introduced into the House they mnst be 
snbmitted to the Minister of Social Services. I take 
it that that gentleman is quite capable and would 
not subscribe to anything that is out of order. The 
honourable senior member for St. Michael cmnot 
embarrass me. I have not reached the stage where 
1 have to draw a pension. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I t  is quite likely 
that a technicality like this could pass the Minister 
cf Social services. As I see it the Petition merely 
i~ientions the constitution of the Vestry; but the 
actual signing is done by the Chairman on behalf 
of the Vestry. 

T h e  question that the Rill be mow read a second 
finze was put and agreed to. 

On tlze motion of  Mr. E. D. MOTYLEY sec- 
ended by Mr. P. c. GODDARD, Mr. DEPUTY 
SPEAKER left  the Chuir and the House went imtc 
Committee on the Bill, Mr.  SMITH being in the 
C hair. 

Clause's 1 and 2 of the Bill were called and 
agreed to. 

CXa~se 3 was called. 
Mr. LEcWIS : Mr. Chairman, I am taking this 

cppo~tunity to ask my colleague to tell me if the 
reason or reascns why this Bill could not be put  on 
the Expiring Laws Continuance Act, were given. 
8.15 p.m. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: That is the :.uling of 
the Hon. i\Iinister of Social Se~vices and the Attor- 
nep General. I must say that i t  would save a tremen- 
clous amount cjf trouble and expense if these Bills 
could be put on that Act, but that is the ruling. The 
Crown Law Officer has said i t  must be done this 
way. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I would like to know if a reason 
was given. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The reason given was 
a legal one. That is all I can say. 

Claluse 4 mix ~ l l e d  and passed. 
The  Frcamble was called. 
Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: I beg to  move that the 

Plfeamble stand part of the Bill. 
%. Mr. G0DDAR.I) : I beg to  second that. 

Mr. LEWlS  : Mr. Chairman, in  dealing with 
the Petition from which the Preamble is deriveld, I 
~ o u l d  like to draw to the attention of my colleague 
that  Clause 3 of the1 Bill which we have just passed- 

A VOICE: That has nothil~g to do with thik 
Gill. 

Nr. LEWJS: Is i t  not that this Bill is for t h ~  
several Vestries of this island? Tire have only received 
3 h t i t l o n  froin the Vestry of St. ~ i c h a e l .  

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: That has been made c lea~ 
btcause it is considered a Private Members' Bill but 
r.ot a Private' Bill. That has been settled long ago in 

Other Place. 
Mr. LEWIS:  I think my colleague has mis- 

" ~ l ~ e ~ t o o d  me entirely. This is not a Bill amending 
the Varries  Act. I know i t  has been done for years 
but I an1 pointing out-- 

&G. E.  D. MOTTIIEY: With what are you deal- 
il!eZ 

Mr. LELITIS: I 'am dealing with the Bill to 
amend the Vestries (Cost of Living Bonus to  Employ- 
ees) Act. 

M$ E. D. MOTTLEY: We are dealing with the 
Parochial Employees Pension (Cost of Living Allow 
ance) Bill. 

Mr. LEtWIS: I am sorry Mr. Chairman. 
l '!~e qz~esticn thut fh? Preamble s t d  p r t  zons 

put afld resoleecl im the uf6rmative without division. 
Or1 motion of Mr. E. D. Molltley, seconded b y  

Mr. G d d a r d .  ~ . r .  Ch- r o ~ o r t e d  the  .passing 
o f  the Bill 'in Committee. 

Mr. SPEAJCER resumed the  Chair, and rep~vtecl  
accordingly. 

On, sepurata motiomls o f  Mr. E. D. Mottley, second- 
cd b y  MP. Godchryd h each case, the Bill was read 
th,hlJ t ime and passkd. 

VESTRIES C.O.L.A. BILL 

Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Speaker, I am ask- 
iltg leave to take Order No. 5 as the next Order of the 

f here being no G~bjection, leame was granted the 
kon. member. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next Order of the day 
stands in the name of the hon. senior member for' the 
City: second reading of the Bill t o  amend the Ves- 
ti-iec (Cost of Living Bonus to Employees) Act 1947, 
a': amended. 

Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, this Bill 
seeks to amend the Vestries (Cos'. of Living Bonus 
to Employees) Act. 1947. There are certain Parochial 
statute, therefore under no circ~mst~ances can the 
Vestry lay a rate to give its employees a Cost of biv- 
ing Bonus; the Act says that you can only pass money 
to pay them n. salary. This is an  annual Bill and it is 
brought because the Vestry of St. Michael feels that 
tllere should be no differentiation with its employees. 

I repeat what I have said before and that is, 
we have made several attempts to see whether this 
Bill could not be put on the Expiring Laws; but i t  
Pas  been stated that it cannot be done. The reason 
given is that i t  is3 a Private Member's Bill. No doubt, 
a; i t  seems to my colleague, there seems to be some 
ambiguity about this Bill. You will notice in the 
Act that it is referred to as the Vestries (Cost of 
Living Bonus to Employees) Act, 1947 as amended, 
then later on in the Preamble it says: "Whereas 
the Vestry of the Parish of Saint Michael have by 
their humble petition to the Legislature . . . . " It 
has been argued here that the several Vestries are 
hereby authorised according to this Bill to  Day a 
Cost of Living Bonus to its employees but only the 
Vestry of Saint Michael has petitioned for it. Let 
me say that there are certain employees of the several 



8.25 p.m. 
On naotion, of Mr .  E.  D. Mott ley,  seconded b.] 

H r .  Goddard in each, awe, the Bhlll was read a third 
time a n d  pussed 

Hon. M. E.  COX: Mr. Speaker, if hoiiousable 
jneinbers have no more business to deal with. I shall 
fix the Order Paper for the next meeting. 

T h c  Order Pnper was fixed. 
Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to move that this House 

do now adjourn until this day week at  3 o'clock p.m. 
Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Vestries throughout the island that the Legislature 
or the cololly has actually fixed their salaries by law. 
When Cost of Living Bonus came into being you 
eculd not liaise a rate to pay these employees one cent 
more than what was set out in the law, unless the 
Legislature gave you permission; and as a result this 
Bill has been brought in to make the necessary amend- 
nlent to the Vestries Act so as to empower the sev 
era1 Vestries to do so. I am no constitutional lawyer, 
1 am not a legal practitioner as the hon. senior mem- 
ber for St. Lucy; so I cannot tell hon. members why 
the Attorney General of that day has drafted this 
Bill in this way. All I can say about it is that i t  
has been going on since 1947. I beg to move that 
this Bill be now read a second time. 

Mr. GODDARD: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS : What strikes me as peculiar about 

this Bill is that the Vestry of the Parish of Saint 
nlichael has petitioned the I~egislature tc  pass a 
Eill for the several Vestries of the island. That is the 
orlly peculiar thing about it. I know the reason for 
this Bill. The Vestries Act does not empower the 
~evera l  Vestries to pay a Cost of Living Bonus, there- 
fore this Bill is quite in order. However, if it empow- 
evs the several Vestries to pay Cost of Living, before 
the others can do so we w ~ u l d  have to get a Petition 
from them. 

T h e  q t ce s t i~n  t ha t  t he  Bill be now )lead a s t ~ ~ n d  
tame was put and resolved in the  a f f i r n z a t i v ~  withowl 
dw ision. 

O n  mot ion  of Mr .  E. D. t $ fo t t l e~ ,  secomded bp 
( h d d a r d ,  Mr.  S ~ a k e r  l e f t  t he  Chalir and  t he  Housl? 
u:ent i n t o  Gonzmittre on  the  Bil l ,  Mr .  S m i t h  being 
an the Chair. 

T h e  Preamble toas postponed. 
Clazbses 1, 2 & 3 were called and  passed 
T h e  Preamble wlas called a n d  passed. 
on mo6ion of M r .  E .  D .Mottl.e?~, secondl:d b y  

&IT-. Gcidchrd, t he  Chairman reported the  passing o f  
the  Bi l l  in Conamittee. 

Mr.  X P E A , K E R  resunuod the  Chair  and  r(eported 
accolrdingly. 

MESSENGER & LIBRARY ATTENDANT 
Appointment 

in the abljence of the honourable member in whose 
name the matter stands, I shall ask leave to ~roceed  
with that Order of the Day 

There  being n o  objec f (on ,  leave was  granted t h e  
Itonourable member.  

1 
Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Speaker, I am one of those 

interested in getting this matter done. But 1 
must point out that this matter has been on the 
Order Paprr and there are honourable members who 
were here and who have left this Cbtamber, and 
who might have come to the conclusion that i t  was 
not the intention of the House to proceed with this 
matter today. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House has granted leave 
to the honourable senior member for St. Lucy t o  

a 
I 

proceed with this matter. l 
Mr. LEWIS: I will be in my seat when this 

matter is discussed, but this matter warn put down 
l 
l 

before Order* No. 1 and I repeat I am in my seat to 
diiscuss i t ;  but I am saying that if th,cre is any 
member who was here today and has left this Cham- 

l 
ber he could not ha,ve come to an>- other concldon 
[than that the House did nat intend h deal ~ ~ t h  this 
matter today. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I s  the honourable member 
making any objection to the leave being granted? 

Mr. LEWISI: I am drawing to the attention 
of the House that while it might be a, good thing to 
deal with this matter, inasmuch as i t  was not aone at  
the tlme when i t  should have been done, honourable 
members would have left this chamber with the irn- 
pression that this matter would not be dealt with 
today. I have not only regretted .that i t  hm not 
been done in the past, but speaking on one occasiol~ 
on the motion for adjournment I regretted that it; 
did not come up  for consideration. I only hope 
that in expediting this matter no injustice will be i I 

done to  the other honourable members who might 
l 

have wanted to take part in this debate. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The honourtable senior mem- 

ber for St. may proceed. 1 8.35 mm. 

Mr. BRANCIZER: Mr. Speaker, while I am not 
ppposing that motion, may I again point out that 
honourable members are Feiiig greatly handicapped 
owing to the fact that there is no successor to the 
.late Nr. Gittens ill the Post of Messenger ancl 
Library Attendant. For a colony like this where 
unemployment is so rampant -- 

Hon. M. E.  COX: Mr. Speaker, if honourable 
members want to go c.n with this appointment I an; 
perfectly willing to withdraw my motion. [VOICES : 
Yes. Let us do it now.] I ask leave to withdraw m5 
motion. 

T h e r e  being n o  objection leave was granted thr. 
Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Streaker. actulally under 

the Orders of the Day this matter stands in the2 
name of the honourable and learned senior member 
f,o~f St. Joseph but the report of the Select Committee 
is signed by Your Honour. If Your Honour gives 
permission, as the next senior member of this House 

Mr. BRANCKER: As we all realise it is over 
six months since the office of Messenger and Library 
Attendant of this House has been vacant as the TF 
result of the much lamented death of the former 
bolder of the office, Mr. Alfred Gittens. Sir, as you 
know this Chamber appointed a Select Committee to 
consider the 200 odd applications which we received, 
and that Committee divided itself into 12  Sub- 
committees to comider the various applications and 
to interview the various applicants. 

I suppose sir, that careful as  we always do our 
work in this Chamber, there is no wo'rk that me have 
done with greater care or more meticnlous care than 
the interviewing of these candidates and the consid- 
eration of their applications. As a result of thar 
work, these six applicants mentioned in the repo7-t 
of the Comnlittw were reconimendecl for the cou- 
sideration of the House. 

I) 

It is, I submit, high time that this vacsncy 
should be filled; not merely because it does not do 4 
us any credit that for six months t h k  vacancy has 
'remained unfilled, but you will recollect that at  a 
recent meeting of the House the Leader of this Cham- 
ber agreed with the suggestion that a t  the next 
meeting this matter be proceeded with. It is there- 
fore with no attempt to take advantage of his ab- 
sence today, that I am proposing that we attend to 
this matter and thereby provide this Home with the 
lassistance which members of necessity require of the 
services of the Messenger and Librar;y Attendant. 

As you know sir, this office was most admirably 
filled by the late Mr. Gittens whose impartiality arid 
lack of bias were his outstanding characteristics. He 4 
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treated e v q  member alike; and I suggest we should 
take no chances in  appointing his mccessou, but 
choose one of whom we have had considerable ex- 
perience, and  who is likely to fill well the shoes of the 
gentleman whom he is succeeding. For that reason, 
Mr. Speaker, 1 have no hesitation because of the 
experience with him during the considerable time 
that he has been working with us (not as a meniber 
of our st&, but in close association with all of us) 
$0 propose the third on the list, Mr. Licnel Giles for 
the post of Messenger and Library Attendant of this 
House. 

I now formally beg to llzove the appointment of 
Mr. Giles. 

M ~ .  E. D. B~OTTLEY: illr. Speker, as far 
I am concerned, I would say that YolIr Honour is 
well awaTe that this House as a Committee mas divid- 
,=a into several sllb-committees to consider these ap. 
plications. I had the misfortune of sitting in sub- 
committee with the Preniier when the two of us 
had to interview some twenty-five pecple. Arnong 
those whom we interviewed was a young man recorn- 
mended here : Mr. Orlando Blackman. The Prernicl 
and I recommended 'him because he had acted already 
in the Government Service. After recommending 
him, as a mmber of the sub- committee I have much 
pleasure in  moving now that he be Yes- 
senger and Library Attendant of this Honse. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, even at  the risk 
cf incurring the displeasure of certain honourable 
members, I wonder whether since this is a domestic 
]natter i t  should appear in the Minutes of Proceed 
illas of the Chamber, and whether it is a matter 

can discuss in normal circumstances without 
making i t  clear by a procedural that it pc 
discusred as a Your Honour W''' 

appreciate the point which I am making. 1 alwayb 
feel that matters which are not of general public 
interest but pnrely within the competence of mem 

of this House? qua members of the House, and 
not as representatives of constituencies, that these 
matters should be dealt with under a domestic basis. 

I look forward the time wh'en we 
some machinery other than discussion on the floor 
of the House, for the appointment and discipline of 
officers and other matters relating to our officers and 
servants. I am o111y throwing this out in order to 
get the ieeling of other honourable members; but I 
do not want to make a specific motion. Therefore, 1 
invite the opinion of other members of this Houv  
~ h o  have had longer experience than I have had in 
uiatters of this kind. 

Mr. SPEAKER: R d e  17 of the House deds 
with the election of officers On a particular ~Ccasion, 
and such elections haye always proceeded in the usu:ll 
Tray. Rulie 17, makes provisions for  the election of 
this officer. The Neseenger and Library Attendam 
i- now a servant of the House. If i t  is the desire of 
the Honse that it be done by procedural motions I 
1;ave had 110 indication of that. 

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: I rise to second the 
motion of the honourable senior member for St. Lucy. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, the last hon- 
ourable member who spoke drew a point to the atten- 
tion of the House which we should consider if WC 
really want to preserve our dignity. This matter 
was referred to a Se;lect Committee. What has thz 
Committee done? They have thrown the ball right 
back into the lap of the House. We have been given 
names to consider. I think i t  is absolutely ridiculous. 
We fiave been given six names. [Mr. E. D. MOT"?- 
IJEY: Out of 200.1 1 really think that matters of 
zppoktment alld discipline should be considered 57 
a Committee and not by the House of Assembly. 

The honourable senior member for the City said 
that the sub-committee of which he was a member put 
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forward the name of Mr. Blackman. The Committee 
cf which I was a member put  forward the name of 
91r. h ~ v s o n  Layne, and 1 am going to complicat~, 
matters a little further by proposing that he be a;l- 
pointed. He is married, and has a family to support. 
He is not Prom my constituency. [VOPCES : Shame .] 

Mr. BARROW: On a point of Order, Mr. 
Speaker. I t  appears that the honourable senior 
member for St. Thirmas did not understand what [ 
*as trying to say. I did not make myself explicitly 
as if I had been making a formal motion. MY ~ o s i ,  
tion is invidious because I am not making a formal 
motion. I am merely trying to find out what is the 
feeling of other members of the House. This is 
purely a domestic matter. I t  is a question dealing 
with the appointmellt of one of Our servants and We 

proceed to deal with the appointment purely 
On a domestic and internal basis. m a t  is all I ar t  
saying. 
E.45 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  Before any other honourable 
member speaks on this matter, there seems to be some 
innuendo that we should clear the House of strangers. 
If that is the feeling, let honourable members be out. 

and make a motion. 
Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Speaker, I was not a mem- 

ber of the select committee which dealt .with this 
matter but 1 still feel that a pmposition coming frulll 

me would be admissible. I beg to propose Mr. Wil- 
fred T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  

This Post of Messenger and Library Attendant 
has been from the Civil ~~~~~~~~~h~~~~ and 
lilade an appoilltnl~ent of the House. I -feel that when 
one considers the space of time that elapsed betweell 
..hat change and the cause of filling this post, it would 
be advisable to give i t  to one of the old messengers 
of the Civil Establishment. I t  would certainly give 
?ncouragement to the messengers of the Civil Estab- 
lishment. [Loud talkirtg].  

Mr. SPEAKER: If honourable members have 
110 derire to listen to the honourable member, I do. I 
,,,s~ heal. m,liat he says; it is my to 

Mr. BRYAN: I was sajing, Mr. Speaker, that 
We should appoint someone from the Civil Establish- 
rilent to this vacant post. 

Mr. F. L. WALC'OTT: Mr. Speaker, I agree in 
with what the honourable senior member for  

St. George and the hollourable senior member for 
Thornas said. This is a sad reflection on us. 
Despite what criticism be made of the 
ser,~ce ~ommlssion, is true that when it comes to 
nlaking appointments, Parliament is not a suitable 
body to deal with such matters. hTo matter what w- 
feel about our right to deal with this matter, there is 
too much po!itics around things like this. 

1 am going to make this criticism. Here i t  is you 
appointed a Committee to deal with this matter, and 
the Committee has been afraid to lnake a positive. 
recommendation. This is what the Report states: 
"The Committee after deliberation beg to recom- 
niend the following six applicants to the considera- 
ti011 of the House; 

Mr. Wilfred Turney 
Mr. Da~vson Layne 
Mr. Lionel Giles 
Mr. Arthur Jordon 
Mr. Orlando Blackman 
Mr. Wilbert MC. Collin. 

A VOICE: They are six out of over 200 
applicants. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: They could have been 
10,000. What must we do? Should tvee put  tk~ese 
six named in a hat and raffle them? My criticism 
is that  the Committee was not capable of making 
a proper recommendation and that  is why We are 
placed in so much difficulty. As i t  is, I can go 
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back t r  the rlanies of the 200 applicants and 
nominate one of thein. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The hononrable member 
must remember that the Committee is not telling 
this House whom to appoint. The Committee was 
emuowered to make reconimendations. *lot to 
appoint anybody. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I kno~v  that the Com- 
mittee was not empowered to do more than what 
i t  has done. All that I am saying is that I can 
go back to the list of applicants and nominate 
anyone ~vhom 1 feel. You have appointed a Conl- 
nlittee to deal with this matter, yet you are back 
to the same position where you were before yell 
appointed the Committee. [A VOICE: That is 
the fault of the House, not the Conimittee.] The 
Coninlittee coulcl have come here with only i 7 r . 1  

recominendations or even one particularly, whel, 
it is considered that it was a Committer ~vhjcL 
represented 50 per cent. of the ineinbers oi 
this House. [A VOlCE: There were 13 members.] 
I understand that there were 13 members. I do no 
kllow if the unfortunate member was responsible 
for this. At any rate  the Committee has placed 
members of this House in this invidious position. 
This is the lowest paid job of this House for which 
we are going to appoint someone and the diffi- 
culty is, that on my left honourable members are 
canvassing for one particular applicant and on iny 
right they are canvassing for someone else. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The question honourable 
member9 have to consider is the appointment of a 
Messenger and Library Attendant. I do not think 
a t  this stage there should be any recriminations 
coming from any member from any side of the 
House as fa r  as  qaking  this appointment a reality. 
I would implore honourable members 110t to create 
the sort of scene wliich I foresee is developing, 
because after all, this is just the appointment of 
a wessehger and Library Attendant. We have 
had six recommendations from the Select Commit- 
tee but any member of the House is free to make 
nominations. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I cannot understand 
why certain honourable members are so touchy 
about making this appointment. The comment 
which I made as regards the Committee is that i t  
has placed us in an invidious position because it 
has not helped us. That is why I agree with the 
honourable member for St. George and the honour- 
able senior member for St. Thomas. The Commit- 
tee has placed the matter in an open form which 
should not be. This House of Assembly should not 
be placed in this position to discuss matters like 
these. I t  does appear as if you are putting some- 
body on the guillotine. [A VOICE: But the 
I-Iouse has done this.] If the House has done this 
it still remains that members of this House should 
not be placed in this invidious position. 
8.55 p.m. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: I must challenge the re- 
marks of the honourable member who has just 
spoken. He has said that the Committee was in- 
competent to appoilit or recommend individuals, 
but there is precedence for what that Committee 
has done. I think that honourable members will 
remember that when applications were called for 
in connection with the Marshal of this House. 
quite a number of people applied for the post and 
we only submitted three or four names out of 
about 100 to the House. I have known of other 
occasions on which more than one person was 
selected; if we had selected one individual some 
honourable member might have been inclined to 
feel that the scale went down heavily on one man 
for some reason or other. We felt that we should 

have selected six individuals, two in each group; 
we felt that that was the correct thing to do. I 
do not see that there is any difficulty in ,'he House 
coming to a decision in appointing one of these 
persons to this post. I t  is not fair to say that the 
Committee was incom~etent.  

Mr. SMITH: The I-Ionourable Minister of 
Comlnunications and Works rose to challenge the 
remarks of the honourable junior member for St. 
Peter relative to saying that tLe Committee was 
incompetent. Well, I mould say that  they were 
15 cowards. H e ~ e  i t  is you hare 15 people to 
consider and select from 202 and out of that 15 on14 
six were recomniendecl. I do not know the feel- 
ings of particular members as to the particular 
candidates but we have done it this way 
I think that those honourable members whv 
iiltem~iewed candidates should t ry  to find out 
the one with the greatest ability, how he acquit- 
ted himself and answered the- questions-and SO 
on;  and out of the 15 candidates they should 
decide '.this gentleman is the one whom we recom- 
mend t o  the IIollse for this Post". 111 other words 
it should be recommended from one side that "John 
Brown" is a fit person and the o t h e ~  side -could 
nominate another one and give us  the opportunity 
of choosing whom we want. I do not know the 
ability of the people who have been submitted. 
Now we are left to decide on somebody about 
whom we know nothing. Mr. Bpeaker, I should 
like the honourable senior member for the City CO 
behave himself. I do not know whom I should 
snpport but hononrable members know them. 

Mrs. BOURNE: I would like to add a few 
words in support of the candidete who has been 
proposed by the honourable senior member for St. 
Lucy, and to reply to remarks of the honourable 
member who has just sat down. The honourable 
member who has just sat down says that he knows 
nothing about the candidate who has been propos- 
ed by the honourable senior member for St. Lucy. 
I would like to draw to his attention that Mr. 
IJionel Giles is very well known to him because 
he serves him day after day. I am sure that al- 
though the honourable senior member for the City 
has proposed his candidate he will join with me 
in saying that in Mr. Giles we will be well r q l a c -  
ing the late Mr. Gittens. I feel that in Mr. Giles 
we have a candidate of calibre similar to that of 
his ~redecessor, Mr. Gittens. 
9.05 p m. 

Mr. LEWIS: The whole trouble about this 
matter is that the Select Comniittee did not con- 
sider the candidates a t  all. 

Mr. Speaker, before I proceed I would just s q  
that when Your Honour is a member of any COm- 
n ittee you ar? automatically the Chairman, and there- 
fore, you cannot present the Committee's recommenda- 
t ~ o n  to the House. That has to be done by another 
member of the Committee. That explains why you 
slgned it and some other memberc's name appeared. 

What I want to say is that the Committee as o 
Committee did not consider the candidates. As fa, 
as I have heard, the Committee adopted an un- 
usual procedure. I am saying that this difficulty 
has arisen because on the last occasion there 
were only four members present and their werz 
applicants that they had never seen. All the appli- 
cants have only been seen by two members of the 
Committee. How therjefore, can the Committee make 
s recommendation as a Committee? Therefore, they 
bad to take one out of each six names presented 
by the little sub-committees and say they recom- 
mended so and SO. It was a wrong procedure. ThS 
thirteen members appointed should have sat on vari- 
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ous days and the whole Committee should have inter- 
viewed every candidate ; that is the only way in which 
the Committee could have made a pmper recorn- 
~cnda t ion .  I am saying that  for  future reference 
fo r  the benefit, of any Select Committee appointed by 
tliis House. The C o w i t t e e  should have been able 
arc a Committee to have told the House that so and 
ao are the characteristics and manners of each appli- 
cant before they could make these recommendations. 
That was not done and it has landed us into the 
t~oub le  of having to pick one of six. Howevq, we 
have a precedent for it. I take i t  Mr. Speaker, that 
a proposition need not have a seconder. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I f  you go by Rule 17 which 
is the only Rule that can be used for guidame i n  
this case, there is no need for a seconder. The first 
proposed has to be dealt with first. 

Mn. LEWIS:  The Rule Book came over here, 
lout 1 JIc? nnt have a chance to read the Rule. Since 
however other propositions have been seconded, I 
am going to second the one made by the hon. junior 
member for St. Michael, so that it can be in order. 

Mr. F. L. WALCO'TT: Mr. Speaker, may I ask 
what procedure is to be used? Can we do this by bal- 
lot?  If hon. members w ~ i t e  the names of the can- 
&dates they intend tq vote for a dccision would be 
made right away and it would save time. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The hon. member can make 
a motion to that efyect. 

Mr. F. L. MTALCOTT: I beg to move that we 
make this appointment by secret ballot. 

Mr. TUDOR: I beg to second that. 
Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Speaker, I beg to nlcve 

that on account of the absence of six members of thia 
Rouse this matter be postponed. 

Mr. BARROW: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  I would like to say that I am not 

ellowing any membef to prevent me from acting in 
pn intelligent manner. I am not saying that there 
is ncr precedent for this, but me all know that th 
votes of this House have got to be recorded. That is 
the law of the land. T do not linow if that applies 
t o  the election of officers or not. 

Mr. BARjROW: The hon. member should remem- 
ber that you only record what the decision is. I t  i? 
only when a division is called for the vote is aecorded, 
A- division is not being called for here; me are voting* 
i n  a, different manner altogether. 

Mr. LEWIS : The votes of this House are record- 
ed. You either record that a vote is cardied unani- 
riiously or they show what is ths division. This is 
not a matter you can vote on in  this particular way. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I n  answer to what the 
kon. junior member for the City has said, the vote 
xi11 be whether this House decides to go by secret 
tallot or not, and that decision will get recorded. If  
nlembers agree to take it by ballot that mill be tlic 
vote of the House, and not how the ballot is taktx. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that this Hous: 
1,roceed to the election of this officer by secret ballot. 
IIon. ~ n ~ n i b e r s  in favo~w will pl,,ase say "Ayc" and 

those against will say "No". I think the "Nots7 
have it. 

Om cu &is& being mUed for  the qqestion wa,q 
put  a d  decided ifi a tie, the Howe dzvidhzg as fol- 
lows :- 

Ayes: MR. SMITH, MR. E.  D. MOTTLEP, MR 
BRYAN, ;MR. BARROW, 1MR. F. h. WALCOTT, MR. J. C 
?~OTTLEY, MR. ~ L D E R ,  MR. TUDOR and 34%. GODDARD 
-9. 

Noes: HON. M. E. COX, HON. C. E. TALMA, MRS 
BOURNE, HON. R. G. MAPP, MR. LEWIS, MR. MILLER, 
MR. B R A N ~ R ,  MR. VAUBHAN and MR. CRAWM)RD.- 
9. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The question has resolved it - 
self in  a tie, nine hon. members voting "Aye" and 
mne voting "No ". I now vote with the "Ayes." 
2.15 p.m. 

Secret Ballot Taken 
Mr. SPEAKER: The results of the secret Bal- 

lot are as  follows :- 
Mr. Lionel Giles . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
Mr. Orlando Blackman . . . . . . 7 
Mr. Dawson Laylie . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Mr. Wilfred 'I'urney . . . . . . . . 2 

Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: Must not this be done 
by a, majority of members of this House, Mr. Speaker? 
There are 19 members in this House a t  present. I 
do thiilk Mr. Speaker, that you will have to put the 
iram-c of 1Kr. Giles and Mr. Blackman to the vote 
again. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  On what basis have you come 
t c that conclusion? 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: Sir, I want to see that this 
Rouse goes right on the matter. I am submitting that  
there are 19 members around the Table of this House 
now, and I do think that  anyone who is elected must 
Lave a majority vote of members here. 

Mr. SPEAKER: On what basis? 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I am not questioninf, 

anything which Your Honour rules, but I do suggest 
that in all, these ballots there is always a majority of 
hon. members present. I submit that there are 18 
members in this House, and for anybody to be elected 
to this post you must have a majority of the House 
yresent whether i t  is by secret ballot or not. 

Mr. SPEAICER: I do not entertain that sugqc? 
i;on and I do not know on what i t  is based. I have 
the honour to declare Mr. Giles duly elected to the 
rost of Messenger and Library Attendant. [Ch,ears!] 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. M. E .  COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this House do now adjourn until Tuesday next 
at 3 o'clock p1.m. 

, Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
The question thaf t7zis Horcse do now adjozcrn 

u~ztil Tuesda~  nest a t  3 o'clock p.m. was put amd 
rclsolved in thc afiqrr~ative without division, and Ilfr 
~Cpeaker adjourned the House accordingly. 
9.30 p.m. 




