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House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFrCIAL REPORT) 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesdag, 314t Yap/, 1955. 
Fursuant to the adjournment the House of 

Assembly met a t  3 o'clock pm. today. 

PRESENT 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker),  
Hon. Dr. H.  G. H. CU~CMINS, C.B.E., M.D., C.M., 
(Nkuister of So& Se~vices) ,  His Honour Mr. A. E 
S. LEWIS (Deputy Speaker), Hon. M.  E. COX (Min- 
ister of Communications, Works and Housiltg), Mr. 
L. E .  SMITH, J.P. (Chairman of Committees), Mr. 
J. C. MOTTLEY, Mr. V. B. VAUGHAN, Hon. C. E. 
TALMA (Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Pish- 
cries), Mrs. E. E. BOUIRNE, Mr. J. C. TUDOR, M.A. 

Prayers were read. 

MINUTES 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that thle Minutes of the meetings held on 
the 17th and 22nd March, 1955, respectively, have 
been printed and circula,ted amongst hon. members 
and unless thie~e be no objection - 

Mr. LEWIS: I am not objecting to the con- 
firmation of the Minutes but I do not think that 
thev have been circulated to hon. members. I hav.; 
cn& just got my copy of them, and I iespectfully 
suggest that the confirmation be left over until the 
next meeting of the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I quite agree with the Deputy 
Speaker. I was of the opinion that they had been 
circulated amongst hon. members; that not being so 
I quite agree that they should be left over until the 
next meeting. 

DOCUMBNTS 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received the Financial Re~or!: 

' ' Juleville, ' ' 
BPkmvells Coast, 

Christ Church. 
31st May, 1955. 

His Honour, The Speaker, 
House of Assembly, 

Bridgetown. 
Sir, 

I beg to make application to Your Honourable 
House for leave of absence until the 30th day of 
Juhe, 1955. 

Mr. Dave Banfield, Solicitor, has kindly con- 
sented to act for m during this period of my illness. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
D. L E E  SAR'JEANT, 
Clerk, General Assembly. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The Doctor 'S certificate is ap- 
pended. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker. I beg to 
move that Sick Leave be granbed to  the Clerk until 
the 30th June, 1955. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg tci second that. 
The question was put m d  resolved in the u f h a -  

tive without division. 

MR. D. A. BANFIELD TO ACT AS 
DEPUTY CLERK 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Mr. 
D. A. Banfield (Solicitor) be appointed to act as  
Deputy Clerk for the month of June. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question was put m d  resolved in the a f f i m a -  

live without division. 

PAPERS LAID 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: On behalf of the Hon. 
Premier I am cornmmded by His Excellency the 
Governor to lay the following :- 

of the Accoufitant General of the colony for MESSAGE NO. 14/1955 
month ended 30th Anril. 1955. 

A 7 

ILLNESS OF THE CLERK 

Mr. SPXAKER: 1 have the honour to inform 
the House that 'P have received the following from 
the merk of the Hoase: 

His Excellemcy Phe G o v e r w  
2'0 

The Emourable The &use of A s ~ r n b l y  

His Excelleacy the Gbvverhdr has the hbnour tt, 
i n f m  thc H6ao1lrable Houm rif Assembly that hd 
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proposes t t  proceed to the United Kingdom on leave 
on the 12th of June. 

2. On His Excellenn,y7s departure the 130nour- 
able R. N. Turner, C.M.G., Chief Secretary, tvi!! 
assume the adiiilnistration of the Government ii.1 
accorct,?.nce with Article XXI of the Letters Patect 
dated the 4th of June 1914. 

a. D. H. ARUNDELL, 
Goveriior . 

Governinent House, 

Barbados. 
31st May, 1955. 

(M.P. 4875) 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: On behalf of the Hon. 
Premier I beg to give notice of the following :- 

Resolution to authorise the Governor to ~enter 
into an agreement ~vith a person to serve as Director 
of Training. 

Bill to amend the Pensions Act, 1947. 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. LEWIS : On behalf of the hon. senior mem- 
ber for St. George, I beg to give notice of the follow. 
ing question :- 
To enquire of the Minister of Social Servioes :- 

l. I s  the Minister aware that great distress 
and inconvenience wepe causeg to the rela- 
tives of a late resident of Newbury i n  the 
parish of Saint George through th,e failuna 
of the Hospital authorities to carry out a 
Post Mortem examination without undue 
delay? 

2. Will the Minister explaiiz why no Medical 
Officer was available on the 19th May, 1955 
for the purpose of carrying out Post Mortem 
examinations ? 

3. Will the Minister give the House an assur. 
ance that incidents of this nature will not 
recur ? 

BILL READ A FIRST TIME 

On motion of Hon. Dr. Cummins seconded b y  
Hon. M. E. Cox ,the Bill to amejnd the Ye.nsions 
Act, 1947, was read a, first time. 
3.25 p.m. 

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT BILL 

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker, I am asking leave 
to postpone Order No. 1, and take Order No. 2 
as the first Order of the Day. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is asking 
leave to postpone Order No. 1 and take Order No. 2 
a s  the first Order of the Day. Unless there is any 
objection leave will be granted. 

There being no objection leave was granted the 
hm. member. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, in  moving tho 
second reading of this Bill, I think hon. members 
will agree that the need for  a comprehensive housing 
programme more particularly for th,e suffering 
masses of this island who no doubt are the prime 
factors in  the production of the wealth of this coun- 
try, has been felt by such persons for  many years. 

It is true to say that before the year 1940 little 
or no consideration was given either by the Gove~n- 
ment or  by private employers to the question of pro- 

viding housing facilities in so far  as the workers were 
concerned. Hitherto it was felt by Goverilineizt and 
private individuak alike that workers were merely 
cteacl cogs in the wheel of the machinery of industry, 
clesigned, constructed, operated and nlaintaiized 
mainly for the production of wenlth. The social 
coiz~ciousness of those people was inore or less dead 
to the duties and responsibilities towards their em- 
ployees. I t  was not until the middle of 1930 that 
persons (perhaps I should say a few persons) of de- 
mocratic views came to this House and brought ~vith 
them that inextinguishable spark of justice, love, de- 
sire and anxiety, which showed that there ilzust be 
some realisation of the part played by the workers in 
the' economy of this isla,nd. I n  short, i t  was only then 
that those persons began to regard the xvorkers as 
partners in the production of the wealth of this coun- 
t ry and as such were lentitled to better conditions, 
or i11 short a share in the wealth which these said 
people produced. 

I think that each and every individual will agree 
that housing is a prime necessity in so far  as our social 
set-up is concerned; I think I can say that with m m +  
degree of certainty, I think I can say with justifica- 
tion that with 'every intelligent, useful and self re- 
specting individual in this country i t  is his or her 
d e s k  and anzbitioii t b  acquire his own home, and in 
aclditioii to owning that house, to have it settled on 
a bit of land in order to prevent landlords from 
removing him under the flimsiest pretext; a situa- 
tion which is very embarrassing and costly. 

I n  order to enzphasize the inlportance of proper 
housing, I am forced to quote part of the speech 
made by His Lordship the Bishop of Trinidacl on the 
30th March. He said that good housing is the basis 
of society. It comes before anything else. Many of t h i  
social and educational services are wasted unless 
there are homes where people can he helped and 
4aught to live as a family. 

Mr. Speaker, provision of adequate housing 
facilities for the people who cannot directly provide 
such services for  themselves is in my opinion, the 
duty and responsibility of Government; and i t  
demands the unstinted and universal support of each 
and every individual whose desire i t  is to see a high 
standard of living set and maintained. I t  is beyond 
dispute, Mr. Speaker, that bad housing is a breeding 
ground for all vices and diseases; in other words, for 
all social evils. This statement has been supported 
by Commission after Commission making investiga- 
tions a t  times into the causes of disturbances and 
other similar conditions of that nature. 
3.35 p.m. 

I think it was in 1943 when Dr. W. S. 'Gilrnore 
a t  the invitation of the National Association far  the 
Prevention of Tuberculosis in the United Kingdom 
carried out a survey in  the West Indies, stated that 
the spread of T.B. was associated with poor housing 
and overcrowding; and that nutritional deficiencies 
did not appear to be the major cause of T.B. in  the 
\Test Indies. It is also on record that Dr. Bengoz 
who prepared a report for the Venezuelan Ministry 
of Health and Social Assistance based on the study 
of 5QO rural families, declared that the cause of a 
great majority of diseases reported in the colonies 
including T.B., Pneumonia and intestinal diseases, 
could he traced to sub-standard housing. We also 
have the report of the Royal Commission which 
visited the West Indies sometime in  1939. This report 
was released in  1945 and reference to that report 
will show the emphasis which the Commission laid on 
the question of providing proper housing and mni- 
tary arrangements for the people in this area. With 
those and other reports and from experience in 
~ t h e r  respects, I am satisfied that good housing is 
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the pre-requisite of our social development, a,dvance- 
ment and maintenance. 

Having made those general remarks, I desire a i  
this stage to give a brief record of the activities ol 
the Government in  so f a r  as housing is concernea 
over the last 19 years. The first practical step ma,dc 
by the Government towards improving the deplorable 
housing conditions existing in this island was in 1936 
when by an  Act of the Legislature the Bridgetown 
Housing Board came into existence. That Act provid- 
ed amongst other things the author~ty for th. 
Board to erect suitable housing, to accommodate 
families, the remova,l of overcrowded ancl bad housing 
areas, the purchase of land, the provision 01 
watermains, streetlighting, etc., in  housing 8reas 
acquired, to prepare housespots to accommodate 
houses removed from congested and unsuitable areas 
and to remove and re-erect houses in developed 
areas. It lvas not an  island wide scheme; the activi- 
ties of this Board were limited to Bridgetown 
and its suburbs. Many of us will remember that I~ 

was the 1937 disturbances which climaxed the estab- 
lishment of a housing authority for the City, becausis 
it was said (an4 great emphasis was laid on it at  
the time) that Golden Square was a bad environment 
inasmuch as there were many old broken down 
shacks in that area. I t  will be remembered, that im- 
mediately after the 1937 disturbances action was taken 
b clean up that area. I t  was not until 1940 that the 
I-Iousing Board acquired its first housing area. Six 
acres of land were purchased at  Deacons Road *and on 
it sixty-six houses were erected. I think some hon 
members will remember that origiiially they wert 
no waterborlie sanitary services supplied to these 
houses, but in 1946 a Supplementary Resolution 
was brought to this House for the provision of 
water borne services during that year. The cost of 
these houses ranged from $500 to $750 each and 
they were offered to tenants on the hire purchase 
agreement. The Housing Board embarked on anoth- 
e r  phase of its functions when in  1941 i t  acquired a 
further six acres of land, at  Belfield, Black Rock. 
This area was laid out in lots; water, roads and streei 
lighting were provided and 68 houses were removed 
from congested areas and re-erected thereon. I n  May 
1946 a Committee was set up to advise oil the use 
which should be made of the Pine Estate which had 
been purchased by the Government in i945. That 
Committee recoilimended among other things that ail 
area of 200 acres of this estate should, be reserve? 
for housing development. The area, as hon. memberi 
will see is defined in the Schedule of the Housing 
Bill which is now before us. A new housing area 
was established i11 1948, and to date approxiinately 
I50 new houses have been erected and 25 houses 
removed and resited thereon. 
3.45 p.m. 

The cost of these houses falls between $2,4013 
~ n d  $4,000. It is estimated that additional accommo- 
dation will be found for some 6,000 people beside 
the improved conditions for the occupiers of the 25 
houses removed to that area. 

I n  1947 the Government purchased what is 
known as the Bay Estate, an area of 116 acres, and 
the whole area was replanned. A majority of the 
houses which stood on the tenantry were resited and 
some 617 houses removed there from congested 
areas. I n  addition to that 104 honses have 
been erected a t  a cost between $1,800 an3 
$2,000. C 

The condition of the tenants of that area 
has been vastly improved; they have been 
provided with roads, water and street-light- 

ing; and a considera,ble number of persons who 
previously lived in  congested areas have benefitec! 
from these improved conditions. Additional accom- 
modation has been provided for some 400 or 500 
persons. Both the Bay Estate Scheme and the Pine 
Flstate Scheme are being administered by the Hous- 
ing Board; that Board acting as an agent on behalf 
of the Governmecr. 

Another field of housing activity is the Labour 
Welfare Housing Loan Organisation. An Act was 
passed. in  1945 creating that organisation, but  i t  
\vas not until 1950 that this establishment had begun 

I to function. I t  is needless to remind the House that 
this Fund was established in  1947 as a result of the 
decision of the Labour Government in  the United 
Kingdom whose sympathies in common with the 
sympathies of Socialists Governments in  the West 
Indies, were directed at  the removal of some of the 
degrading and appalling conditions under which t& 
labouring classes especially those who worked i n  the 
sugar industry existed. Hence, they decided to pa,y 
an increased price for sugar, with the understanding 
that $2.40 of the increased price per ton would be 
set aside for the purpose of assisting workers whether 
directly or indirectly engaged in that industry to 
improve their social lot, especially in  the field of 
h,odsing. 

The Labour Welfa,re Housing Loans Organisa- 
tion is responsible for advancing loans to such persons 
working in  the Sugar Industry for constructing and 
repairing, altering and extending their houses. The 
latest figure released is $3,000,000. and as ho11. 
members know, the Executive Committee is respon- 
sible for the administration of this Fund. Approxim- 
ately 7,000 loans amounting to $2,780,639 have been 
aavanced ; while repayments have been around 
$600,000. The reason why I say that  is bemuse I 
remember well that when the proposals to advance 
loans to workers were first considered, quite 
a, few people felt that these workers would 
not repay the loans. As a mater of fact, some 
would-be politicians or legislators went to the extent 
of instructing persons not to repay these loans. I: 
am happy to say that with the exception of a few 
cases, that advice fell to  the ground; and to-day 
over a half million dollars has been repaid already. 

I n  1953, Government entered into a new phase 
of housing development. With the experience gained 
from other countries, notably Puerto Rico, Govern- 
ment embarked on a scheme of Aided Self Help 
Houses. First  of all, we had the Clinketts Housing 
Scheme; and despite the length of time thak i t  took 
to finish those houses, I am also happy to say that 
there were h i s h e d  i n  December last year; and as 
fa r  as  I can ascertain, all the occupants are in those 
houses. I think hon. members are well aware that the 
cost of those houses to the owners is $1,165; and 
those occupants are given a fifteen-year period to 
lepay that money. They will also pay a 2% interest 
which is to cover administrative expenses. 
3.55 p.m. 

At a later stage last year, the Government pur- 
chased 20 acres of land a t  Cave Hill and started a 
Scheme of Aided Selp Help Housing. So f a r  there 
ere 30 Aided Self Help houses. The remainder of 
the area is being replanned and developed to provide 
accommodation for houses remove from unsuitable 
areas, and also from other areas where peopl,~ 
receive ejectment notices and are unable to obtain 
suitable alternative places elsewhere. The area call 
accommodate 190 houses when completed. 

During the month of September in  the same year, 
the Government purchased eight a,cres a t  Sayer's 
Court, Christ' Church, and a n  Aided Self Help 



scheme of 15 houses has been started. When entirely 
developed the area will wcomrnodate 130 houses. On 
the Government owned lasd at the Bay Estate and 
in Six Roa,dn, in  St. Philip there are 30 
Aided Self Help houses in  progress in each of 
those areas. The latter mentioned Schemes which are 
not yet completed, are progressing very favourably 
aespite the insidious propaganda used by supposedly 
responsible people in an  attempt to undermind tile 
C'overnment's policy in  assisting the working class 
people to also own wall bungalows. Investigations 
Mr. Speaker, are also been undertaken in othei 
~ a r i s h e s :  but I regret to say that we are 
unable to get around to the constituency of 
the senior member for St. Andrew as yet, 
and also those of the honourable members 
folr St. Peter and St. Joseph. As I have said be- 
fore, we are investigating every possibility of acquir- 
k g  suitable areas, and as soon as areas become avail- 
able, I would like to assure honourable members 
that negotiations for the acquisition of these areas 
nil1 be entered into. Speaking for myself I feel that 
plantation owners can. with the necessaxy safe-guard, 
lease on a long term policy either to Government or 
to persons employed on those plantations, land suit- 
ltble for the housing of their workers under the super- 
vision of the Housing Authority. Why I 
say that  is because the price of land iq 
very high in this island; and if some arrange- 
ment can be made whereby land could be used 
without Government having to purchase the land, the 
Government could do much more i n  providing houses 
for many homeless people and those who are living 
in  homes which are not quite fit for  human habitation. 
Going a little further, I would say that the question 
of the high price of land is really preventing the 
speedy development and establishment of housing in 
this island. This has been experienced and comment- 
ed on by the Royal Commission of 1939, and also in 
the Report of the Comptroller of Development and 
Welfare on Housing in the West Indies in 1945; and 
if I am permitted to quote what is written on that 
question: that the West Indian Governments should 
have easily applied powers for the compulsory acqui- 
sition of land for housing. Most, if not all West 
Indian Governments by now already have land acqui- 
sition legislation on their Statute Books; but i t  has 
been suggested by the Comptroller for Development 
and  Welfare that this legislation should be reviewed 
in the light of the following three points: 

( a )  the need for  m adequate definition of the 
purposes for which land should compulsorily 'be ac- 
quired in order to ensure that i t  can be so acquired 
for housing schemes ; 
(b) the need for provision &ereby work on vacant 
Ltnd could commence withopt a w a ~ t i n ~  the cutcome 
of any legal proceedings which might arise in  con- 
lieetion with the abolition of slums. 
' C )  the need for provision whereby land could be 
acquired at  a reasonable price. " 

I can see the force of that statement; because it 
has been my experience that in any attempt to pur- 
chase land for various schemes, the Government has 
had to undergo very long delays while these trans- 
actiops are being carried on. 
4.05 p.m. 

I strongly agree that the machinery for pur- 
chasing or acquiring land for Government purposes 
should be mu& easier and simpler in order that 
various Schemes can '& dealt with more qviekly. Fol- 
lowing upon that, Mr. Speakep, the Report says: 
"The acquisition of Iand at a reawnable price pres- 
ents a difficult prsblem which muat be t ~ k l e d  firm- 
l y  if rapid progress is to be made with Rous~ng 

1 
I 

L 

Schemes. Land speculation has recently become com- 
mon m some colonies and is likely to lncrease as  the 
Cdonial Government announce their intention to 
purchase land for housing and other public pw- 
poses. The speculation is due in parts to the willing- 
ness of working men, if they have money available, 
t:; pay extravagant prices for  small plots of land. 
Such men have been able to save sums of money i4 
coiinection with war employment and are eager and 
milling to spend their savings in acquiring houses 
regardless of the price of the land. These and other 
purcha~es are often made in spite of the fact that they 
will be able to provide houses for thenlselves on their 
new lots. " 

That was written in 1945 ; that was the comment 
ir, the Report by the Development and Welfare on 
Housing in the West Indies. That Statement is very 
true today as regards land values. AS I have already 
said, I do not think i t  can be too often repeated that 
the high cost of land is definitely a bar to the pro- 
visioii of houses for the working classes of the 
island. The Housing Boaxd has no doubt done a good 
job when one takes into consideration the limited 
resources financially and otherwke at  its command. 
The same thing is true of the Laljour Welfare H o u s  
ing b a n s  Organisation; the Government has how- 
ever, as  is stated in paragraph one of the Objects 
and Reasons of this Bill, come to  the conclusion that 
with the housing Administration split up as  it is a t  
present, there is bound to be fragmentation with its 
attendant lost of productive effects. The Government 
has therefore decided that an  establishment of an  
authority such as the one proposed in this Bill would 
be more efficient to cope with the housing demands 
o_C the community and to meet those demands with 
a meater measure of efficiency and satisfaction. That 
brinps us now to the Bill as i t  is before us to-day. 

As a preliminary to this Bill honourable mem- 
'bers will remember that on the 27th July, 1954, 
I laid a White Paper in  the House in which 
there were set out the various proposals as 
detailed in the Objects and Reasons to this Bill. I 
have already stated that the co-ordination of the 
functions of the present Housing Organisations into 
one authority will, i t  is believed, make for more 
effieient administration in  the execution of the hous- 
ing programme. Included in  the functions of the 
projected Housing Authority is the responsibility of 
administering the Public Officers Housing Loan 
Fund. That fund although under the same adminis- 
tration, will be kept separate and distinct from the 
funds provided for the coiistruction of houses for the 
the working classes in this Bill; i t  is arranged 
thus for administrative convenience. I n  addition 
to the houses which will be constructed for Civil 
Servants from loans which will be available out of 
the Phblic Officers Housing Loan f i n d ,  the target 
aimed a t  by  the Government is in tEe vicinity of 
F00 Aided Self Welp Houses and ten four-unit 
houses per annum. The four-unit houses will of course 
be constructed directly by the Housing Authority 
and rented out to persons, since i t  is still necessary 
to provide accommodation for persona who for  one 
reason or another cannot fit into the building pro- 
gramme. I n  other words, while w~ aim a t  emour- 
aging people to  build their houses under the Aided 
Self Help Scheme and othemise there will be cases 
both of men and women who will not fit in: and there 
nil1 also be oases where ~ e o p l e  are1 not able to take 
{.yen the risk of paying for a house over a period of 
years. It has been decided that it will h necessary 
to construct houres for rental to sueh persons. I 
should like to add at  this staqe, that I am fully COG- 
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erious of the fact that due to the dificulty experienced 
in acquiring suitable land for the construction of 
houses, the Housing Authority may not in the earlier 
gears reach the goal which is herein proposed. How- 
ever, i t  has always een this Government's motto to 
aim high; and that is what we are doing. 

1 V h .  Speaker, this Bill is Uivlded into eig~lt 
parts. Pa r t  l to 4 oontains 24 Clauses uealing w i ~ u  
the establishment of the Housing Authority, its func- 
tions, powers and duties. Par t  5 to  I glves ~'xe h o r n -  
k g  ~ u t h o r i t y  certain powers and duties m relatioll 
to slum clearance and. re-development Scneues 1n 
relatlon to certain buildings which are ruinous or un- 
fit for  human habitation. 'l'hat has been inserted in 
this Bill due to the fact that there is no 'lown anu 
Country Planning Act in existence a t  the present 
time. I n  the absence of that Act, it has been ielt 
desirable that such powers should be placed in  the 
hands of this Housing Authority in order t o  provide 
for orderly development of areas if this programme 
is to succeed. 

I should like briefly to draw hon. members 
attention to  the various Clauses in this Bill. As you 
will see, sir, Clause 2 deals with the definition of the 
various expressions in the Bill. 
4.15 p.m. 

I have decided not to deal in  detail witli every 
section of this Bill in my second reading speech, 
because some sections I think, are not as important 
and controversial as others; consequently I have 
picked out a f e y  sections to w,hich I should like 
t o  draw honourable members' attention. Section 
four, sets out the constitution of the Board which 
as you can see is to be a 'body corporate with perpet- 
cal  succession. It mill be comprised of seven mem- 
bers, one of whom is to be the Chairman. Later 
on you will see in another section that a quorum is 
t ; ~  be four and so on. Section 7 gives the power to 
~ r o v i d e  for the remuneration of members. 

Section 8 deals with the appointment of the staff 
of the Board. As you will see, the staff is to 'bk ap- 
pointed by the Governor. Section 13 makes i t  obli- 
gatory f w  the Housing Authority to keep proper 
books; also for those books to be audited by the 
Auditor General, and a report of the audit submitted 
tc  the Board and to the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee. Clause 16 provides the capital which is to 
finance the Housing Authority. I shall deal with that 
in further detail when I have finished going through 
the variogs sections. 

Clause 17 authorises the transfer of the assets 
and liabilities of the Housing B ~ r d  and other Gov- 
ernment agencies to the Housing Authority, as well 
ay land which is now held by the Housing Board as 
an agent for the Government. Clause 18 sets o i ~ t  
certain functions of the Authority including the pay- 
ment of the cost of acquisition of land and certain 
other expenses. Section 20 sets out the general pow- 
t r s  and duties of the Housing Authority, and in- 
cludes subject to the other provisions of the Bill, the 
acquisition of land, the letting and leasing of land 
and also is in connection with general powers in 
relation to the construction of churches, workshops 
and that sort of thing. Section 21 prevents the 
Housing Authority from using any of their funds 
rther than for the purposes set out in the Act. 

Section 22 empowers the Housing Authority to 
eilter into agreements with private or local bodies 
for the construction or the acquisition of houses etc. in 
other words, if the Authority considers it desirable 
tc\ build house by contract they can contact Mr. "A", 
Nr .  "B" or Mr. "Z" as the case mav be for the 
construction of those houses. Section 23 permits the 

Housing Authority to compel persons to complete 
or remedy dwellings unfit for  habitation. 'The 
Autnority may also carry out the necessary work 
ana recover any finance which.might be incurred in 
carrying out of those works. Under that section, 
h r .  Speaker, the Housing Authority has power if: 
there 1s any building in  a dilapidated condition and 
tl:e indivlaual to waom it 'belongs is not in a position 
LU anecc tne necessary repalrs in  order to malllane mat  
bilildlng habitable, the housing Authority can go is 
a u d  carry out tnose repairs and charge them to the 
i:!aividual and collect the cost over a period of time. 
'l'hat, sir, was taken from the English Act. We feel 
that i t  would be a good thing to have it done too. 
l ~ l e y  are many people whose houses are in a uad 
eonaitioii and are unable to purchase the necessary 
material for the carrying out of such repairs; con- 
scquently, the house goes from 'bad to worse until it 
falls to the ground. This provision would help to 
prevent such houses from reaching that dilapidated 
condition. 
4.25 p.m. 

Section 25, Mr. Speaker, forbids the use of land 
where demolition has-been effected, and where the 
Housing Authority has declared the area to be aa 
unhealthy area and defined as a slum clearance area. 
The right is also given an  aggrieved person to  
appeal to the Court in  respect of restrictions and 
vides the necessary authority for the Governor 
to allow reasonable expenses to the person thus oppos- 
g .  Sections 42 and 43 provide for  the Housing 
Authority to make aJlowances in  the case of persons 
i ~ h o  have been removed f r o q  insanitary surround- 
ii:gs. If for example a demolition order is issued and 
persons have to remove from the house which is to be 
abolished provision is also made i n  those two sections 
t r?  help the individuals who have to remove. Provisioi; 
is also made for persons who might be carrying on 
business and whose business place is to be abolished, 
for the Housing Authority to give those persons a 
reasonable allowance for  the loss of the income which 
might occur as a result of the removal. 

Section 48 deals with conditions of selection of 
tenants for the various houses. 

Sections 55 and 56 exempt the Housing Authori- 
ty from paying income tax, trade tax  and also 
stamp duties in  the case of conveyances, mortgages. 
l~ases, agreements and other documents issued by 
this body. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, those are a few general 
remarks in so far as the Bill is concerned. Now, 
the question of financing the Housing Authority ha?, 
been carefully considered by the Government; and 
the proposals which I shall read to hon. members are 
considered to be the best that can be offered a t  this 
time. 

It is proposed to give the Corporation a guaran- 
teed capital of $2,500,000 to be provided from loan 
funds raised by the Government and advanced to 
the Corporation from time to time for a period of 
say, eleven years. It is also proposed that there 
should beean annual contribution of $500,000 from 
Labour Welfark funds to the Corporation, which re- 
presents half the total amount to be spent on 
construction. This has nothing to do with the 
repairs. The cost of these houses which m+e propose 
to 'build will be in the vicinity of a million dollars. 
If the Government were to borrow $2,500,000 a t  
4% 'j% plus Sinking Fund the Annual Loan 
charges would amount to $150,0001; so i t  is pro- 
posed to limit Government's annual contributior~ 
from revenue to this amount. 

I think hon. members will remember tbttt i n  the 
five-year plan the Government p~oposed to  spend 
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$750,000 on houses for workers other than those 
tngaged in the Sugar Industry. You \v111 also 
remember that on page 13 of the Five-Year Pla11 
of Developi~lent and 'l'axation that the figure under 
Loan Funds i~lclucled for Housing generally was 
$750,000; 011 Page 17, (Housing Loans, General), 
tile not? says: "11 1s proposed to make loans to work- 
crs other than those engaged in the Sugar Industry 
to repair their honzes or to assist 111 providing 
homes. ' ' 

Hall. nzer~lbers \\-ill recall from that note which 
1 have J U S ~  that that the pledge given to 
the people of this island by this Goverilmellt whell 
the Five-Pear Plan was drawn up and debated 111 

lhis Honse ancl agreed to by a majority vote; there- 
fore, it is proposed to limit the Government's annual 
edntributiou fro111 General Revenue to this amount. 

E G ~  exalllpl? if the Corporation Calls for a cagi- 
ial  of a lnillion dollars and Government raises the loan 
loc.ally, the Loau charges would be 4% L/o and 11/2% 
Sinklilg E'und. That I T O U ~ ~  be $GO,OOO and the GOV- 
ernnlent 'S contribution to the Housing Authority 
would be $90,000, nhich would nlake a total of 
$150,000. 

- 
expenditure. I n  the second year the Corpora- 
tion's expenditure will be reduced by the Coat Of 
items of non-recurrent evpencliture of %he first year. 
Government will give tile corporation $114,~;10, this 
amount representing the $15C,000 less $3b700b loa l~  4 
elzarges on $ti~O,0Ou advanced the first year. '~'hle 

reduce tile ~orpordtion 's  revenue by $36,000; lt 
v,'jl\ reduce the amoullt ~vhich the Gavernmea& 
advailces to the Corporation, but the Corporation will 
get that or more in rent collected from the first lot L 

,,f houses constructed. ~ t s  revenue will be increased by 
$22,685, which is the estimated increase result irom 
tLe first year's buildillg programme. The deficit 
on the working will be approximately 1 
$330,500; this will represent the call 
for capital in the year. At  the end of ths 
second year the corporatioll wnill have called for 
$930,500 capital; in the third year the Govern. 
nlent7s contribution to the Corporation will 
be further reduced by the amount of loan charges 
on the additional $330,500 advanced in the second 'h 
year, while the Corporation's revenue will be again 
increased by the additional revenue from the pre. * 
~ i o u s  year's building programme, so that the de- 

It is calculated that the Corporation's revenue Ecit would be $298,000. A t  the end of the third 
in the first year would amount to $724,3510' made year the Government's total capital paid up  to the 
as  follows: Rents from the present Housing Estates, corporation would be 81,228,500. 
$40,000; less bad debts about $3,400, cost oi' The fourth year the Government \vill b? called 
collection, $3,000, making a total of $6,400, leaving on for a capital of $263,000; fifth year $226,000; 
on the outside, $33,600. Interest 011 Labour Welfare the sixth year $187,000; the seventh year 
Loans, $30,000; contribution fronz Labour Welfare $147,500; the eighth year $101,500; the ninth 
l'unds, $500,000, contribution from Government, year $55,000; and the tellth year $5,5~00. I n  the 
$150;Oo'O, rent and repayment of houses completed in I eleventh year i t  is hoped that the 
that year, $101,750, making a grand total of $724,350. revenue and expenditure will even up. By that year, 
The expenditure woald be $1,071,680, made UP as fol- the Government would have provided capital con- 
lows : Administrative expenses; personal emoluments, tributions to the Corporation to the extent of $2,212,- 
staff of fourteen, $38,680, travelling expenses, $4,000, 000. I n  each year, the G ~ v e r n m e n t ' ~  contribution to 
incidentals, stationery, etc., $3,000, making a total the Corporation out of revenue would 'be reduced 
of $45,680. Expel~ses of present Housing Estates: bj the amounts being paid as  loan charges on CapitaL 
street lighting, $2,000, maintenance of houses and ~dvanced. I n  the eleventh year, the Government's 
water, $9,000, drainage, weeding and clearing $2,0100 contribution will amount to about $18,000 while 
malcing a total of $13,000. ~ r e c t i o n  of 600 Aided loan charges will be about $132,000. I n  case the Gov- 
Self -Help houses a t  $1,5CO each and 10  four-unit ernment in any year can provide amounts out of the 
houses a t  $110,000 each, making a total of $1 millioll, General Revenue Balance, its contribution to the 
and the gralld total would be $1,0717G80- This leaves Corporation would be reduced proportionately, e.g., 
R deficit of $347,330, which together with noll-recur- if Government has raised loans totalling $1,i,00,030. 

& 
rent expenditure (this is the first year because provis- provides out of the General Revenue ~~l~~~~ 
ion has t a  be made for ~ l a n t ,  furniture and SO on) as $500,000, the total Capital paid up  would be $2,000,- 
follow: office funliture, $2,000, plant, $l'Oo,OOO 000, The ~ & ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ' ~  annual contri'b'ution out of 
supplies of materials for three months, $1507000 General Revenue would be $90,000; Loan Charges malcing total of $252,000. The total deficit on the ,n $150,000 and $30,)00 contribution to the Corpora- 
year's working would be $599,330 or a ~ ~ r o x i m a ~ ~ l y  tion making a total of 920,000. The 10,000 $600,000. represents 6% on $500,000 capital paid up to the I t  is also estimated that the annual increased ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t i ~ ~  on which no loan charges are payable. reveaue resulting to the Corporation from one year's That is assuming that the Government instead of building programme, as proposed, will be as follows: 
interest, repayments insurance and rent on Aided raising the loan will make that $500,000 advance 
Self-Help homes a t  100 a year, $60,000, less 4 per the Revenue. 0 

cent for arrears and bad debts, $2,400, making a 1 know sir, that members might not be 

total of $57,600. Net returns from 10 four-unit houses the way in Government intends to finance 

86% for arrears and bad debts, 2% for this ~Cheme. As I have said it has been gone 
i 

maintenance, collectioll and insurapce and 40% into very carefully, i t  has been worked out people 
to the local ~~d~ for maintenance of road experienced in this type of thing, and i t  is felt that  

4 
and services, $665 less in respect of Aided Self- this is the best method of financing. 
Help houses, cost of collection; $1,500, insurance, Now, sir, before I sit, there are one or  two things 
$13.60 per house, per a11nnm $4,080 -king a total of which I should like to say. On the last occasion when 
$5,580. The figure in respect of insurance h a  to we Were discussing the Annual Estimates, the hen, 

be revised because we have been able to get a re- s?nior member for st. Philip and the hen. junior 
duction of the premium from at least cne firm re- rnember for St. John made reference to  the cost of 
c~n t ly .  That makes a total of $52,685. I t  is anticipated constructing houses in fhrinam as compared with 
that the Corporation mill call for capital annually those constructed in  Barbados. WO have gore into 
as follo~vs: I n  the first year, $600,000, representing that question very clearly, and I am not prepared t o  
a deficit on the first year's working. I n  this $600,000 believe that i t  was deliberate by those two hen. mem- 
Ss excluded approximately $252,0(K) of non-recurrent bers t o  mislead the Rouse, but  perhaps they did not 
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take into consideration the fact that one might 'be 
referred to in  Barbados as the one for which direct 
labour is paid as against Aided Self Help Housing 
i.1 Surinam. I think I can disclose the name of the 
ijidividual who, gave the hon. members the informa- 
tion about the cost of construction in Suriliam as 
compared with Barbados, because he has to deal with 
these Aided Self Help Housing Schemes; I refer to 
1VIr. Donald Hanson who with Mr. Garcia actnally 
started out the pilot scheme and did quite a lot to 
assist us. The information came from this gentle- 
man; and I think every member mill agree with me 
when I say that this island as a whole and the Legis- 
lature too, have to thank these gentlemen very much 
for their kind assistance and advice. \Ve are con- 
vinced that Aided Self Help Housing is the easiest, 
quickest and most ecol~omical method olf housing the 
ropulation of this island. The information which 
came from Mr. Hailson is that a comparable two- 
room house under Aided Selp Help in  Surinam cost 

' arouna $1,500; in Barbados the cost is $1,166. So I 
think i t  was more appropriate to refer to the Aided 
Self Help Housing in Surinam in the light of the 
comparison with the house the Board built houses 
which Government has built a t  the Pine Estate 
ivith direct labour. than to compare Aided Self 
Help Housing in firinam with Aided Self Help 
Housing in Barbados. If I remember correctly, i t  was 
said that our housinp cost is much higher than the 
cost in Surinam for similar type of housing. 

I would also like to clear up a mis-statement 
5vhich was made in  the report of the Social Welfare 
Officer. I n  that report on page 4 i t  is stated that Bar 
bados spends only 0.3 per cent. of its revenue on 
house. T,hat is partly true in that 03% only repre- 
sents the administrative cost of the Housing Depart- 
ment. Only that has nothing to do with the con- 
struction of houses such as provided under Capital 
Expenditure which is voted from time to time by 
the Legislature. Our figures for 1952 to 1954 referred 
t o  in the Report are 1.36% instead of 0.37jn ; in 
1954-55 the figures are 1.77%. 

I take this opportunity to clear up  that error 
because when this is widely read (as I presume i t  will 
be) throughout the world, i t  might be felt that we 
are very niggardly in  our Housing Programme. 

Mr. Speaker, this is an attempt to rehouse the 
workingalass people of this island; and I am well 
aware of the fact that it is not a question which cm 
be adequately solved by any one section, or in other 
words, by a Government. I n  my own opinion, it has 
to be l i fbd  out of the realm of politics; ( I  say that 
with regard to politics being what i t  is) ; today it 
has to be lifted out of the realm of politics, and if it 
is to succeed, private individuals as well as the Gov- 
ernment will have to do everything that is humanly 
~ossi'ble to assist in providing suitable houses in 

-which the populace can live. It is heartrending, 
when going around the various districts in the couii 
t ry  and city alike, to see the houses in which maiip 
working class people live. It is to my mind, u n  
~Christian. It is hard to understand how people whose 
financial positions are good, can have their employees 
l h i n g  under such conditions and continuinl; to pay 
@em, such meagre salaries or wages, knowing that 
&v& wages and salaries are not sufficient to keep 
body and soul together let alone t o  provide homes. 

I feel that a mow humane approach to  the 
'Housing problem is necessary. Indeed, I wonder 
sometimes, if persons who employ domestic servants 
for example, take the trouble to  see where those 
.servants live. It is difficult t o  appyeciate how, and 

olle wonders vhether, if they were to see those 
houses (those shacks in which their servants live) they 
xvould still want t h m  individuals to come into 
their palaces and prepare meals etc. 

&fr. Speaker, the housing of the working classes 
of this island has been neglected for many years. 
I refer again to the Royal Commission's Report. 
The Royal Commission when investigating the 
causes of disturbances in this island said among 
other things: "It will be clear from what we hav? 
said that the Housing problem in the West Indian 
colonies is so acute that  no mean5 which makes f o ~  
a solution of it should be neglected however partial 
or liinited its remote results may be every line of 
construction should be adopted and pursued with 
vigour to assist a complementary effort by Govern- 
ment, Local Authorities, private enterprise and the 
people themselves is not merely necessary, but press- 
ing ' '. 

That is an extraat from the Report of the Royal 
Comnlissioii which was released in 1945. Thcn a 
little further on in the Rieiport one reads: "Hous 
mg generally is deplorable and sanitation primi- 
tive in the extreme, although sporadic improvements 
are being affected by Government as well as by 
private individuals. 

(3) The qtandard of the houses of most of the 
poor people is deplorably low; maintenance 01 
houses is being dompletely nelglected by landlords 
some of whose tenants are not in a position to effect 
in~provements. ' ' 

That is what the Royal Commission discovered 
as f a r  back a~ 1939. 

The qurest means of making the workers feei 
a sense of self-respect, a sense of dignity and a sense 
of security is to get down to business and tackle 
this housing problem. It is not fair for a Illan to 
work from his 'boy-hood day* till be becomes old 
and unable to work, and then h d  that not cven 
cl house in which he can rest comfortably is provided 
for him. Some people may say that he lavished his 
money in his youth; but ,it is also true to say that 
in the niajority of cases n~here workers, (\%?hen I 
sily 'workers' I do not mean the manual labourer 
alone ; when I say 'workers' I mean from the 'white- 
collar nsorker to the barefoot man) those persons 
were never paid as much as 11-ould give them proper 
meals, let alone to purchase houses. 
5.05 p.m. 

I should like to quote part of a statement which 
was said by the Director Gene~al  of the International 
Labour Organisation. This is what he had to 
say: "The worker's home is said to be the most 
tangible exprmion of his state of well being. It is 
the centre of his family Life where he eats, sleeps 
and spends much of his leisure time and creates his 
Iamily life and background. It is the place above 
all where the vorker can 'best realise his sense of dig- 
llity as  an  individual. The quality of his house more 
over probably does more than any other single ele- 
ment of his living standard to determine his sense 
of community and citizenship." That  has been pub- 
lished in the report of the D'irector General of the 
Tnternational Labour O'rganisation; and I think 
that everybody will agree that that is the most worthy 
;Incl sound statement made by any individual. 

Mr. Speaker, I realise that this Bill is not t h e  
panacea for our housing deficiency, but I am sure 
that if given the co-operation, goodw5ll and sup- 
port of each and every individual, this Bill mill 
go a long way in  solving the housing problem of this  
island. It is said that the population is increasing 
FT 4,oO a year. and that  it would necessary take a t  
Ieast another 600 houses to cope with the growing 
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population. We cannot afford either from a finan- 
cial point of view; nor from the point of view of 
land space to build on can we ,afford any more than 
the 600 houses at  which we aim; because, as 1 s a d  
earlier, one of our greatest difficulties and hail&- 
caps is to iind land available for the purpose 01 
constructing houses. A little lower down on the 
Order Paper we have a Bill which, when passed, 
should help considerably in providing a greater 
measure of security for the many tenants who 
occupy spots and who, at a moment's notice, are 
c a d  upon to remove( their houses. I said not 
10% ago that i t  is a very costly matter and I know 
that many people can be put to very great incon- 
venience in having to remove their houses and spend- 
ing a considerable sum of money in re-erecting 
thow houses, many of which &re never gut back as 
well as they were before, with the result that 
the occupiers have had to wait for a ver;. 
long time before they can find the funds to make 
those houses habitable again. As I have dready said, 
land is our biggest problem; and in the absence of 
land we knuxf- that we are handicapped to a large ex- 
tent. Two of the most promising parishes so far as 
building land is concerned are the parishes of St. 
bucy and Christ Church; and althangh I would like 
to see the production increased in brder to cope lvitb 
the growing population, 1 sometimes regret that 
from a housing point of eew, many of these other 
parishes have not got similar land. I think that 

Philip also has a good amount of inarable or 
marginal land; but it is still a problem to get lanu 
for the construction of houses. 

One hst quotation I shtodd like to make De- 
fore I sit; this is by Professor Richardson who 
C- here and carried out a survey of the Social 
Services in Barbados in September last year. On 
the same question of housiing, this is what he s a ~ d :  
"The ownersihrip by worrkpeople of the houses in 
which they live is one of the most effective methods 
of ensuring social security and stability." With 
suitable safeguards, it is one of the best forms of 
thrift. If the houses are well maintained, they will 
retail= their real value free from effects of inflation 
which call reduce the value of the savings in terms 
of money; became in periods of inflation, the purL 
(chasing power of the monetary unit falls. If work- 
people say  at in order to become owners of the 
houses they occupy, they are making provision for 

better standard of living during the later years 
their working lit.es and they are a h  provi&q 

for their old age because they will then be rent free ; 

and would be the owners of valuable property, thus 
emphasis should be laid on that." I n  a report on th? 
Conference on Social Development which was held 
tin August, 1954, this is stated : "Culture grows 
through peoples7 sense of value and homemaking; 
and family relationship can offer the means of prop- 
erty values which are common to all civilbed peo- 
ple to &W that life can be satisfying and dipifled 
even in humble conditions. Wanting a good home! 
6s to have a wholesome and realisable ambition to go 
outside oneself. " 

XTith those few remarks, Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
move that this Bill be now read a second time. Z 
commend this Bill to this honourable House for 
their favc~urable and sympathetic consideration. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
5.15 p.m. 

ADJOVWNMENT 

IIon. Dr. H. G. H. CUXIKINS : I beg t s  m m  
..that this souse do now a d j w m  fop half m how. A 

HOUSE 
- -- -- - -- 

Mr. GODDARD: 1 beg to second that. 
Mr. CRAWFORD: Before you put the motion 

for adjournment, I propose to make a reply to the 
quotation in which the Introducer of this BiU- 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not a t  this stage. 
MP. mORAWFORD : All I want to do is to &,aw 

to Your Honour's attenti~on that I actually rose to 
reply to the Introducer's speech when the motion 
for the adjournment was made. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I t  is unfortunate that you 
did not catch my eye. 

The question that this House do now stand ad- 
jourlzled for half am hour W put and resolvled in 
the affirmative without divdsion, and Mr. Speaker 
&jm.rned the Home caccordizgly. 
5.20 p.m. 

HOtTSING BILL-Coat 'd. 

0% ~ e - ~ s e m b h g ,  
Mr. 8PEA.KBR: The question is that this Bill 

be now read a second time. 
Mr. GODBARD: Before you put the q~es-  

tion- 
Mr. LEWIS: 3[ rise on a point of Order. The 

a d j o m e n t  of House during debate is a 
postponement of the debate. That h in the hies. I 
would like to h o w  what are the rules for this pro- 
ice*e. 1 would like to hear the motion for bring- 
i~ this Bill back before the House. I took it that 

debate on this Bill was postponed- 
Mr. SPEAKER: Has the honourable member 

made some rekrence to Rule 441 I have looked up 
Rule 79 which deals with (1) 'The question being 
\superseded' and (2) 'The question being inter- 
rupted' and nei&er, so far, seems to say mythin$ 

to the motion for the adjournment. I n  my 
view, the motion for the adjournment was Deem- 
Wr3T in order that _ honounable members might 
observe the Tea Interval. The honourable senior 
number for St. Philip may now proceed with his 
Weecb. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Speaker, the Hon 
Minister h intpoducing the Bill made a  ami in^ 
reference to a question raised by myself in the de- 
Ibate on Housing during the Estimates with regard 
to  the comparative f i e ~ r e s  of houses constructed 
under the Aided Self Help Housing Scheme B=- 
hados and those in Surinarn, and he quoted as 
an authority (correcting this statement) in the per- 
son of Mr. Jhnson one of the Aided Self Help k!&- 
xicians who has been made available to the carib- 
beall Governments under the Point Four Programme. 

[ M r .  SPEAKER left the Chiir m d  Mr. DEP- 
UTY SPEAKER took the Chair.] 

I merely want to say at this stage that if Mr. 
Hanson were his amthority. my authority was n a  
less a person than tihe Amistant Director of Social 
Affairs in in Surinam itself-Mr. Wong. Well. it 
may be that Mr. Hanson is an expert on Aided Sklf 
Help Housing Schemes. Can it be said that he coult', 
be pmessed of more intimate and accurate know- 
ledge of Housing in Surninam than a Rousing 
Official in Surinam itself? I will repeat what he: 
said: "The plan decided upon provided for a spaca 
of 511 square living room 226 square feet, two/ 
bedrooms, 82 sq. ft., and kitchen 601 square feet." 
The basic h o w  contains two bedrooms, but it is 
so defined that a third bedroom can be easily added. 
It i s  said that the coat of two-bedroom houses i s  
2.500 Gnildem which is the equivaleat of $1,500; 
and the three-bedroom and five-bedmm horns cmt 
3,000 Quilders or $1,800. The Hon. Minister must 

bear l'n mind that in e6tnparSng the eost oi? 
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housing, consideration must also be paid to their 
Lrapei;Llve slses as the average area of a ~aroau idn  
house is 511 squme feet; arld in any eahe, who i a  
$he better authority? 'l'he expert h r .  Hanson, or 
the Assistant Director of Soc~ul AfYairs In Surmam 
itself ? 

To get back to the actual Bill itself I under 
stand h a t  the consideration of tnis Bill m1111 be 
postponed; but I merely want to say today that l 
am at a lost to reconcile the actual provision of thi,, 
&l1 with the Minister's exaggeration and extensive 
pronouncements on the question of housillg 111 Bar- 
bados. Listening to him quoting Mr. Kichardson -in 
the advisability of enabling people to own their own 
homes and to maintain and enhance their self re- 
spect, listening to him decrying the wages paid tc 
certain workers which everybody knows have been 
insufficient to enable them to own their own houses; 
listening to him expanding on the general merit 
G I I  rehousing the population, one would think that 
this Bill was of such magnitude as to almost intro- 
duce a housing millenium in Barbados. I t  is abso- 
lutely impossible for any who heard hiq remarks to- 
day to read this Bill begore the House, and see 
in it any justification at all for his ambitious pro- 
nouncements. Listen to what he has said here. Ht 
read from the White Paper 011 Housing in conjunc- 
tion with the Bill itself, where it was foreshadowed 
that the Housing Schemes of the Government should 
include the ersection of 600 Aided Self Help houses 
and 104 unit houses annually. 

6.10 p.m. 
Well now, the Bill before us calls for an allnual 

expenditure by the proposed Iriousiad Authority of 
$1 million a Year. According to this Bill, the Pro- 
posals are to ensure that the Housing Authorqity 
has an available amount of $1 million a year. The 
Hon. Minister himself told US how the Government 
envisages that this $1 million will be expended; and 
he says that it is proposed to erect 600 Aided Self 
Help Houses a year at a cost of $1,500 each, which 
will be a total cost of $900,000 and 10 four-unit 
houses at $10,000 which will be another $100,(X10 
and the entire $1 million will have been expended 
in the erection of these houses. What is left for ad- 
vancing loans to people or lending people money t o  
help house the population? T~he Housing Authority 
itself tells you that it will have $1 million a, year; 
I am not yet referring to the absurd notion of erec- 
ting 600 houses a year. 1f you are spellding $900,00(~ 
a year on Aided Slelf Help H,ousing and $100,0W a 
Year on the a ~ ~ a r t m e n t  houses, Your entire million 
dollars will be expended, ancl where will you gel 
monev to help people with loans from the capital of 
the Housing Aulthorit~? Are you going to act as a 
magician? The Hon. Minister refers to the low 
wages paid to domestic servants. 

Hon. M. E. OOX: I do not know whether %he 
honourable member heard me or not, but I said that 
d mount had nothing to do with loans. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: The point is that they are 
spending $1 million on Ihese items and the capital 
of the Housing Authority is $1 million! The Hon. 
Minister referred to domestic servants as  an illus- 
tration of the low wages paid, which would not 
enable people to build their own houses; in other 
words, the domestic servants are paid so little that 
they cannot bqy their own homes. I can see that; 
but how does the Government propose to help this 
domestic servants in getting their own homes? R 
the Aided Self Help Housing Scheme? Are they t o  
join this Scheme to construct their own homes? I11 

other words, the entire rehousing proposal of the 
Government constitutes a farce. On sober consider- 

ation it amounts to actually nothing. ~ i g h t  now we 
are spending $600,000 a gear purely on housing 
irom ~ a b o u r  Weliare Funds; do you mean to tell 
me that a country like this can o d y  aTto~d to b c l ~  
another $400,000 a year to a rehousing scheme for 
the entire population, bearing in mind that in that 
$400,000 is included a special scheme for loam to 
Public Servants [Hon. M. E. COX: That is not 
true.] I refuse to notice the remark of the Honi 
Minister. I 

Hon. M. E. COX: I particularly said that this 
is nothing to do with loans to rubllc Servants. 
Those loans, although administered by the same 
Authority, will be separate and distinc~ from this. 
If the honourable member wants to make a point 
against the Eill let him do that, but let him be hon- 
at. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: It comes very ill from 
like the honourable member to be talking 

about dishonesty in this House; unless he does not 
know what the word means. A man who has made a 
living on all sorts (of nefarious practices and schemes, 
and immoral ones too; immoral, degenerate and 
Cepraved schemes [I-Ion. M. E. COX: I am) not 
surprised art anything he says] I am quoting this 
Bill is the sources of my information; and 
)since the honourable member has been so busy in 
,reading files that he has not had time to read the 
Bill, I will read it for him. I n  paragraph two of the 
Objects and Re-11~ i t  s a p  that "It is also the 
Government's intention to increase the rate of hous- 
ing construction for persons in the lower income 
groups", and so on; and it goes on to say that there 
i, a multiplicity of organisations under the present 
system and so on; and it is proposed to establish 
a single Housing Authority which will have a capi- 
tal of $1 million a year. But the Bill itself refers 
:to the Civil Sewanby Scheme from which tEcy have 
hot got one cent, and the Government says that 
better reaults will be obtained if the various organ- 
isations were concentrated under one Housing 
Authority. I n  other words, the Governmlent wantv 
'to create one Housing Authority to administer gen. 
,eral housing, civil Sel"(rmts' Homing, and Labour 
Welfare Housing Sbhemes; and the Bill tells us that 
this one Housing Authority will have a capital-of 
$1 million, therefore what nonsense is the H o a  
Minister talking? 

I n  the Objects and Reasons it is set out that 
'the Housing Authority should have an annual 
expendi~~re  of $1 million. It may well be that what 
the Hon. Minister now wants to say may be the case, 
but he did not sa3, so because he accounted for the 
jexpenditure of $1 in manner in which, 
I have told him. Therefore if the House rnisunder- 
@tands the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t , ~  intention, it is purely the 
result of the downright misrepresentation of the 
IXon. Minister who introduced the Bill. 

I was saying just now that we are now spend- 
ing $600,000 a year on homing from Labour Wel- 
fare Funds; these Funds apply roughly to 30,000 
,agricultural workers, and at the rate of $600,000 a 
year approx$mately, we are only -sting about 1,500 
sugar workers; that is all. 
6 . ~ ~ 0  p.m. 

The population of sugar workers comprises 
50,000 people; and lmind you, I ,am referring to 
what we believe this Bill proposes to do; not what 
the Minister says. It is proposed now to advance 
loans for Housing to the remahing working class 
population. If you begin to advance loans to these 
people even to the tune of 1.500 a year, obvioml~v 
you will require another $600,000; but if you are 
to get some proportion since the working people 
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non--agriculturally are nearly twice that of the 
$gricultnzral working population, you should m a k ~  
your loans twice as much as that advanced to the 
sugar workers. I n  other words, ~f 30.000 sugar work- 
ers get $60.Uti07 then 50,OUO working people should get 
over a niillion dollars; so that for sugar workers 
and non-sugar ~vorl<ers you will need $1,600,000 a 
year, ~f you rclaI'y ..-ant to begin to touch the iringe of 
the housing proDlen1. 

(Mr. DEPUTY XPEAKER left t i l e  Chair and 
iUr. SPEAKER took the Chair). 

Every member of this House knows that the 
~gricultural ~vorkers themselves are very dksatisfied 
with the manner in xvhich these loalls are advanced 
because out of the large nuniber of applications 
made by them, the Laboluir Welfare Authority deals 
with a mere 1,500; that means a mere 10% of them 
get loans annually. If we are to step up the rate oi 
loans to agricultural workers, me will need ove: 
$1,000,000 a year; and if you talk of Housing for 
the non-sugar workers, which will give you a total 
working population of 85,000, and merely illcrease 
your annual loans to $1,000,000, you are doing 
nothing at  all. All that you are going to do is to 
fool the population that there is a housing scheme, 
because every year a mere trickle would get attended 
to and the farce would be continuing for another 
half century. If the Government were really inter- 
eded in housing the population and was endeavour- 
ing to assist the working class to own their own 
houses or improve them, do you think that they 
could not spend more than the $1,000,000 proposed? 

Labour Welfare and letting the local Banks play 
with i t  and give you 2076 per amluinl, why not util- 
ise that iiioney in the Housing Programine on which 
the borrowers will pay the same 2y0 per annurn. 

I need not ill this year 1955 make reference to 
the advantages of speiibng an appreciable sum 
annually on Housing, because increased 1Iousing in 
itself increases the assets of the country. I take i t  
for granted that long ago we have passed the ele- 
mentary stage a t  which we can appreciate things of 
that sort; but it does appear to me as if the Gov- 
ernment has failed to appreciate the magnitude and 
the importance in really tackling this Housing 
problem in an effective manner. 
6.30 p.m. 

I t  is either that, or Gove~rninent has allowed 
itself very stupidly to be deluded by the special 
funds we get from sugar and which we are spend- 
ing on housing agricultural workers. &id if we are 
to bdieve, as the Miniater would have us belicve, 
thalt the G'ovwnment apptreciatjes what previous 
Royal Commissions have said about Housing in tht 
W a t  Indses, and if like him they have read Profcsor 
Richardson,~ report and what he has to say about 
Housing, then all I can say, after considering the 
Bill before US, is that all the admonitions of tlic 
Royal Commissions and the recommendations of 
Professor Richardson have fallen on stone deaf 
ears. We can without any undue hardship, ancl 
without any increased financial burden on the peo 
plc of this island, spend another million dollars a 
Year on Housing and really attempt to re-house the 

Now, out of the $1,000,000 proposed a mere people. All that We are doing here is making ~t I 
$50,000 will be coming from Government Revenue 
A Government which proclaims itself to be a Social- 
ist Government has said ail that can be given froill 
Government Revenue to the service of Housing is 
$150,000. We have no right at  all including Labour 
Welfare Fund in our housing programme; that 
money does not come out of the P'ublic Treasury. 
All the money accruing to the Labour Welfare Fund 
comes from the sugar prices received from the 
British Government and that price is paid for the 
express purpose of Labour Welfare. This $600,001) 
does not represent one single cent of taxation of 
any sort from anybody in  this country; and I want 
$0 go further and say that before we had the Labour 
melfare Fund with which to re-house the agricul- 
t u r d  workers, our annual expenditure on Housing 
ms more than what the Government proposes to 
spend on housing today although the Government 
has increased taxation. If you are going to squeeze 
every cent from the people and if YOU cannot spend 
an appreciable sum back on them in Housing, what 
anre you going to spend i t  on? You are going to spend 
$300,000 on Ministerial Buildings, but you can only 
allocate $150,000 from your Revenue for Housing;, 
merely because you have the British Government 
money to play with. I tell you that it is scandalous 
+or you to think in terms of adding the Labour 
Welfare Fund to your Housing Scheme. I know of 
'no West Indian Government which is doing that. 

The Price Stabilization Fund now stands at 
wer  $600,000. I t  virtually was untouched since its 
inception. When we first agreed to the three fund<, 
we gave the Government the opportunity to invest 
any surplus funds outside of the Government. 1 
understand that the surplus money accruing to 
these funds is also invested in the local Banks on 
which the Government collects interest at  the rate 
of 2% per annum. You  ill note that from the pro- 
visions of this Bill any loans advanced to worker3 
for housing will also carry 2%. In other words, 
instead of ytour picking up surplus funds from the 

appear to the ! ~ n e r a l  public that lve are really do 
something about Housing; but when you come 

down to the actual ~cheme of operations, you wlll 
6lld that you have done velry little. 

When the Public ~ e n . & a t s  Housing Bill was 
before the Legislature the same impression was 
created. Public Servants felt, that that Act would 
have heralded the dawn of a new day and soon they 
WoulJ have their own houses and what-not. But 
lt was soon discovereld that when the limited scheme 
did start to operate only a illere fraction of Public 
bcrvdnts would be a t tend~~d to annually. The samf: 
thillg will again happen here today under the pro- 
visions of this Bill with the 55,0001 general workers 
in the Cowtry. 

Now, let us before we postpone consideration of 
this Bill, pay a little atteintion to the Governmelltb 
hopes of annually erecting 600 Aided Self Help 
llouses in Barbados. Now, if yon know Barbaclos 
40 you really think, eager as the people are after 
houses in this country, that we can get 600 Aide*l 
Self-Help ho~~ses  built every year? I t  is true that you 
have two Schemes in operation (o11e in St. Philip and 
ollc in Christ Church) and that there has been a 
certaln amount of enthusiasm in the beginning 
which niould doubtless come and be maintained 
~ l~ l t i l  the end; but those two Schemes comprised. I 
think, less than 36 houses. Where are we going 
to get the material from in Barbados to erect 500 
Aided Self Help houses every year? That is nere 
childish delusion on the part of the Government, 
if we really want to assist in helping to house the 
~eople, to think we have the money to pay for it. We 
were allowing the private banks in Barbados and 
ether institutions outside the country to use our molle? 
to their own advantage. Tinder two sets of legis 
iation recently passed by this House, we permitted 
public funds subscribed by people of this country 
to bp used by foreign countries, and in some casas 
~ l m m t  hostile countries a t  the expen* of our own 
people. 
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On the question of houses we can afford very 
safely, and without little ,risk, to invest appreciably 
larger sums feeling absolutely sure that on the onc 
hand, we contribute to social improvement in t h e  
country, and on the other hand that we also ex 
pand the island's ecoizonzic position. Housing m 
Barbados today, and for some time to come a t  any 
rate I hope, will be done largely by stone; either 
coral stone or concrete blocks or bricks manufac 
tured and produced in Barbados. It is true, that 
due to the short~ightednes~ of the Gove~nmeizt, WL 

shall still have to import ceinent ; but enlargiizg to 
an appreciable extent on houses must -ccrue to the 
economic advantage of the island because a large 
proportion will be spent on local building material.. 
and local labour. Let the Government coine down 
to earth and stop foolilzg themselves about 60,) 
Aided Self-Help houses a year, and make provlsioa 
for making loans to, people who will employ artisal~~e 
in their own way to put up  their homes. Do you 
think that with the average Barbadian tardiness and 

- istrong public spirited desire to own his own homs, 
that you are going to get 600 people every year 
contributing to an  Aided Self Help Housing Schcm~ 
which they will occupy by leaseholdl? The Bar- 
badian wants to own a home; he does not want tc 
norli for a house in  which he has a tenancy for 99 
years. 

I was not aware that the Government intended 
dealing with this Bill today. I only got the Ordel 
paper today and they are other members in ibis 
Chmber who also got their Order Paper today; 
60 that 1 only knew that consideration of this Eiil 
was No. 2 on the Order Paper when I got the Ordel 
Paper today. I n  any properly conducted parliamellt 
a ry  Chamber, it is the Government's duty not only 
$0 acquaint the Opposition of their intention to deal 
with highly controversial matters, but also to en 
sure that members of the Opposition are full3 
acquainted with such intentions. 
6.40 p.m. 

I felt that in  this introductory speech, some ai- 
tempt should have been made to explain in mar. 
realistic terms the provisions of this Bill so that peo 
ple will not be misled into thinking that immediate 
ly this becomes law, almost every man, woman an;l 
child can apply and get a housing loan. Let the 
Government read the terms and provisions of tilt 
new Housing Bill recently introduced in the 
Trinidad Legislature. Trinidad is a country whlch, 
up to now does not boast of a Socialist Government 
i t  has no Socialist Party or so called Socialist Party 
dominating its Legislature; but still Trinidad has 
been able more efficiently to appreciate the hous 
i ~ g  needs of its people and has introduced legisla- 
tion designed far  more effectively to satisfy thost 
needs. Let them go and read what it is proposed 
annually to spend in Trinidad; and after making 
allowances for dserences in  wealth and ability of 
the people, we would see hmv woefully lacking and 
how sadly inefficient are the sums proposed by the 
Government in this Bill bmefore us today. I beg t~ 
move that the further consideration of this Bill bt 
postponed. 

Mr. GODDARD: I had intimated to the Iron 
Leader of the Rouse that I was going to ask for a 
postponement of this Bill. I n  order to do justice to 
this Bill we will have to consider it better than W,. 

I a v e  done today. Only today me knew that the Minis 
te r  of Communications wanted to proceed with thls 
Bil l ;  and although I can appreciate the fact that 
it is high u p  on the Order Paper and has been OL 

the Order Paper for  some time, a Bill of, this nature 
will have to be studied more closely than any in 

dividual member apart from the hon. introducer 
has done. The general feeling on this side of the 
House is that we should have an opportunity oi 
studying the opening remarks of the hon. l n  
traducer, and me hope that this Bill will be uealt 
with next Tuesday. I would also like to ask the 
Hon. Leader of the House when he is fixing the 
Order Paper which has so many items on it, to in- 
timate to hon. members what he proposed to do on 
the following Tuesday; i t  is not always that wo 
are here on the adjournment of the House, buL we 
can gather from other hon. members who might 
have been here what Government proposes to do. 1 
think i t  is the general feeling of this House that 
the further consideration of this Bill be poslponed, 
and I beg to second the motion of the hon. senior 
member for St. Philip. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member may not 
second that mat-ion. [Pause] .  I s  the hon. member 
prepared to make his second reading speech now? 

Mr. GODDARD: No sir, I am not ready. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member will have 

to ask the Leader of the House to continuc his 
speech. 

Mr. TUDOR rose to  speak. 
Mr. SPEAKER: I s  the hon. member second 

ing the motion for the postponement? 
Mr. TUDOR: Yes sir. 
Hon. M. E.  COX: If I am permitted to make 

an explanation, I should like to say I would llot 
iike it to be felt that I was forcing this Bill on non. 
members to-day. It should be remembered that thit 
Rill was on the Order Paper for a long time and 
i t  was Order No. 1. [Mr. LEWIS:  I t  was not 
printed.] For the last three nieetings i t  was Order 
No. 2 ;  and therefore I do not want it to be felt tha? 
we were springing any surprise on hon. members 
Surely if we conie to this House and do e ~ p e c t  t c  
deal with no nzore than one order, then we are not 
doing any work. 

T h e  question that the  fzcrther consideration 01 
this Bill be postponed was put   resolved in the 
affirmative without division. 

CUSTOM TARIFF AMENDMENT BILL 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, i t  
waa felt that the Housing Bill would have taken up  
most of the evening and consequently there was not 
much to be done. I am asking leave to take Order 
No. 16 as the next Order of the Day. That Order 
stands in the name of the Hon. Premier, and I am 
also asking leave to take charge of i t ;  i t  is a non-con- 
troversial and urgent Bill. 

There being no objectiom leave was grantea 
the hon~. member. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Da3 
now stands in the name of the bon. minister or: 
Social Services. To move the second reading of a 
Bill t o  amend the Customs Tariff Act, 1921. 

Hon. D r .  H. G. H. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker 
I think that this Bill is a non-controversial one. IL 
deals with the recently created Bellairs Rcsearch 
Institute. I think i t  is generally known that Com- 
mander Bellairs in  the interest of modern rescarch 
in Barbados, left all or most of his property to thc 
Mc.Gil1 'IJniversity. Out of that has been formed the 
Bellairs Research Institute. The Institute is asking 
the Government to assist it by way of exenipt io~~ 
of certain Customs Duties on all chemicals, appara- 
tus, articles, materials, and equipment imported by 
or on behalf of the Research Institute of McGill Uni- 
versity for the purpose of constructing, equipping 
and maintaining its laboratory or for conductmg 
research in  Marine Biology by the qaid Institute. 
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I do not think that there is any single persoz ;z- 
this island, let alone any member of the Legislature 
who would refuse, in the interest of research and 
because of the iinportance of i t  to Barbados, to as- 
sist this lastitute. I beg to move that this Bill be 
now read a secoilcl time. 
6.50 p.m. 

Hon. &I. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. E. D. JIOTTLEY: I am very glad to sec 

this amendment. Kone of us expect the bliuil 01 

very stupid, would object to an  amendment wilich 
would give assistance or ease in  customs duty f o ~  
any kynd of scientific research work. I do not thlnk 
any Government any part  of the world would stand 
in the way of letting in free of duty chemicals and 
apparatus for doing research work. 

Now, I want to ask the Hon. Minister one r;l. 

two questions on this matter. Sometime ago, wher 
we were dealing with something under the Zduca- 
tion Act, I mentioned that opportunity should bt 
given not only to the Government-aided Secondar, 
Schools but to all the Secondary Schools to bring ii. 
free of duty chemicalg and apparatus for use in 
their laboratories. Certainly, you should have a 
definition of what is a Secondary School. I wan1 
the Minister to tell us the Secondary S~chools 111 this 
island. I am asking the Hon. Minister to give this 
House the assurance that any of the establijhed 
Secondary Schools in the island other than the Gov 
ernment-aided Secondary Schools will benefit from 
this Bill. If I cannot get that assurance I am nob 
voting for this Bill. If it is only brought in  for 
this gentleman who is now doing research work at 
the Bellairs Institute I ail1 going t q  oppose it. I am 
going to oppose i t  not because I feel that the Be1 
lairs Research Institute of 3IcGill University shoulr: 
not benefit, but because I think that charity s h o ~ ~ l d  be 
gin at  home. I t  is a fact that there are Secondar> 
Schools in this island other than those which a r ~  
Government-aided that are being equipped with a 
scientific laboratory; and I want to know' that the) 
too are allowed to get in their equipment free 01 

duty. If they are ilot allowed, I cannot see why w~ 
should allow the Bellairs Research Institute OJ 
McQill University this facility alone, because the 
McQill University is fed from the boys who pass 
through our Secondary Schools the Government 
Aideld Secondary Schools in this island such as, 
Combermere, Foundation, Lodge. And because thesL 
schools are not always in a-position to take ln a11 
the children pursuing secondary education, I con 
sider that assistance in that respect 'should also be 
given to the other private Secondary Schools which 
are equipping and willing to equip themselves with 
laboratories for doing scientific work and teaching 
science to their pupils. I do hope that the Hon 
Minister will give a reply to that. 

Lest any hon. member should think that I am 
personal, I want to say here and now that this i b  

nothing which call apply to myself. I do know that 
there are people who because of the difficulty in 
having their children educated, are getting down 
what they call school laboratories; not for the pur 
pose of commercialising on them, but for the pur- 
pose of assisting in  the education of their childre11 
I think the Hon. Ninister is aware of that. 

Sir, i t  s eem to be the considered opinion of 
honourable members that there should be a fturther 
m m d m e n t  to this Bill. Not only have you inserted 
in the Bill the amendment "All chemicals and 
apparatus for .use in the Laboratory of any first or 
second grade school," but you also have the amend- 
ment " All chemicals, apparatus, articles, materialj 

equipment imported by or on behalf of the 

Bellairs Research Institute of hfcGill University for 
me purpose of constructing, equipping and main- 
taining its laboratory or for conductmg resedrcn in 
marine biology by the said Institute." 

I want to say that this Iiouse of Assembly. 
as a representative body of the people, should not 
let i t  appear that because Bellairs Resedrch Insti- 
tute of DlcGill University is doing something here, 
you w.111 allow that institute to briry i n  chemacals 
and apparatus free of duty, while wnen Mr. Ltouls 
Lynch wants such things tor  a school which he i 

running, he will have to pay for it. 'l'he answer may be 
that Mr. Louis (Lynch charges for such tultion; buc tnt: 
Government also charges as well as the Belia~rs 
Institute. If you receive applications from any or 
these private Slecondary Schools to get their chemi- 
cals md other apparatus for laboratories in  free of 
duty you, should grant them their request. I hope 
the Hon. Minister would give 'a reply to  that eifect. 

Sir, I am in a very difficu!t position, because if 
I ask the Hon. Minister a question I may not be 
p e d t t e d  to  speak again d t e r  1 sit. While I am* 
on my feet, I a m  going to make an  amendment if' 
it is not unparliamelltary. 

Mr. SPEAKER; The honourable member may 
do that when the House goes into Committee on the 
Bill. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Sir, I am quite sure 
that the Hon. Minister i'n charge of this Bill would 
have no objection to that amendment with his 
Laowledge of local conditions. I am sure he would 
have no objection to the Community School a t  
Passage Road, ars I have been made to understand, 
asking that they bring in  the equipment for a 
laboratory free of duty. Nor should there be any 
objection to the Modern High School, the Barbados 
Academy or any school of this nature bringing in  
such equipment. I know that some people might 
smile and feel that some of these Headmisters are 
cot equipped for teaching in these laboratories. Let 
me say that Mr. Hammoncl, Headmaster of Har- 
,xison College is not equipped for  teaching in 
p laboratory either. You have efficient young men 
from Harrison College walking the streets of 
Bridgetown who are able t a  impart their little 
knowledge until the time comes for them to leave 
the island. 
7.010 p.m. 

The best proof to this (and you cannot deny i t )  
is that you will find private Secondary Schools in this 
island a t  which boys who, having been turned out, 
of Government schools have sat  the General C'ertifi- 
cate of Education and have succeeded in passing 
!in nihe subjects out of a total of nine. 

Tlhis section in the Bill will be interpreted by 
the Controller of Custo~ms as purely Government 
Shcondary Schools. You cannot say that Schools 
like Lynch's Secondary School, the Modern High 
School and The Barbados Academy etc. caniiot get 
in chemicals duty free in this country. Any Second- 
ary School having a labo~atory for  educatioml pur- 
poses should be allowed to get in  chemicals free. 

I hope never to live long enough to  ask this 
Government for anything. What the honourable 
member does not know is this- 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do not generalise. 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I am among those who. 

will be proud to give laboratories to schools for edu- 
cational purposes. With the poor type of masters 
you are getting and the selfish type of masters $611 
are getting, one is bound to t ry  t o  get what is offered 
jn the United Kingdom or United States schooI 
laboratories. When you come to think of it ,  the cir- 
munstances under which some of our youngstem. 
have to get their education and you realise what i;. 
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being offered in the United Kingdom, I sax that, 
this provision should be included here. ~Llost honour- 
able members are not interested in this; they will 
get on the floor of this House and curse all the peo- 
ple rich and big, who did well in times past; but 
as  I was saying, there should be inserted in this 
Bill not only the words Government Secondary 
Slchools but the words "all other schools"; and ~t 
would not be asking too much of the Governmenq 
t~ see to it. I say that if honourable members would 
joih me and let us  see to i t  that these words are 
inserted in  the of this Bill assuring thb 
schools other than Government Schools should be 
included, I think we should be doing a great service 
to  the island. 

M ~ .  BARROW: I am entirely in agreement, 
Mr. Speaker, with the honourable senior member for 
the City. The only thing that has surprised me is 
that the honourable senior lnember for the City 
talked so long on sonlething on which there is gen- 
era1 agreement. I think, Mr. Speaker, that i t  is 
unnecessary for me to retrace the b.rcElmd which he 
has already covered so thoroughly; but I think that an 
amendment to the effect that equipment for chemi- 
cal or scientific laboratories for the use of any school 
approved by the Department of Education should 
meet the Bill. I see no reason the honourable 
senior lnember for the City Should to 
the interpretation of P ~ i ~ ~ t ~  and public seconbry 
Schwls, because for instance, science is not a sub- 
ject a t  present on the curriculum of the elementary 
schools; and I see no reason why some benefactor 
should not endow some elementary school with a 
laboratory.  hi^ is a contingency Tvhich it is not 
difficult to anticipate at  all;  and with the gL-odh 
of industry or the anticipated growth of industry in 
this colony, i t  is not unlikely that the 
schools in  the island will tend to become more and 
more scientific in their formal education. 

- 

I would like to suggest that the restrictions 
Secondary Scho& be widened a bit more, and an 
allowance or a dispensation be granted to all schools 
approved by the Department of Education. 

M r  SPEAKE'R: The honourable junior me=- 
ber for St. Lucy expressed a desire t o  speak. 
7.10 p.m. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. speaker, if I rise at all iti 
i s  only to strenF@en the argument put up with 
great force by the honourable senior member for 
the City and strengthened again by the honourabla 
senior member for  St. George. I think the honour- 
able member will agree that i t  is the second time 
that all of us who are interested in education have 
been won by the depths of the facilities which are  
now being extended to schools and which a t  pres- 
ent given by the Government. I t  seems to me there 
bore, that a case has been made out for extending 
this facility to the private schools, and indeed to all 
~ r i v a t e  schools irrespective of whether they are 
Government-aided schools or not. When one can 
concede that schools which have reached a certain 
standard in  their teaching have shown results that 
justify that standard of teaching, once you concede 
that there are such schools, a case has been made 
out for giving them all assistance possible. Unless my 
'memory deceives me, I seem to recall that in the 
case of some private schools, they are even now, 
a l l~wed  to imp@* b o ~ h  and other materials free of 
duty. 1f that is the case, then there is all the more, 
reason why this facility should be extended to them 
with respect to chemicals and other scientific 
materials and apparatw which are needed for 
instruction. 

So f a r  a s  the Bellairs Research Institute is 
concerned, there could not be any objection to grant- 
5ng i t  this facility, as  we are already committed to 
the furtherance of research and Higher Education 
generally; and I ,  myself, would wish that more 
Institutes of this nature would find their way to 
~ a r b a d o s '  because it is certain that not only this 
~sland, but the whole Caribbean mill benefit from 
what work they do. Their very existence is sufficient 
reason why this mistance should be granted; but 
I do not think i t  is the best thing to institute legis- 
lation which provides a facility for one kind of 
Institute and denies it to others, when those others 
are in  a stru~ggling position and they\ belong to your 
own home town and country. The case of the private 
Secondary Schools in  this island, though being 
heard with gre'ater vigour, is not ~ u t  as  often as i t  
sh.o~ld be; and I feel very strongly that whatever 
facilities are granted to  higher institutes of learn- 
ing, and are granted to ~overnment-aided schools 
should, in equal measure, be given to these p r i ~ a t e  
Secondary Schools because i t  is a fact that they art 
fnlfiling jllst as valuable a service, to this corn- 
munitye 

Lest i t  be thought by some people that we on 
this side of the House O r  those honourable members 
who wish to extend t h k  facility to schools other than 
Government-aided schoals are being wild and uncer- 
tain about it, l should like to say l would agree that 
when we go into Corni t tee  on this Bill, we should 
i1lSel-t in 2 the wolrds "Schmk 
the Director of Education". Obviously, the channel 

any such decision must be the official one and, 
of course, the Director of Education is the fit a n 4  
Proper channel for giving such approval; so we are 
asking that this facility for promoting teaching-of 
a scientific nature be extended beyond the confines 
of the First and S'ec0nd Grade and the 
Bellairs Institute to other schools approved by the 
Director of Education. That is an  amendment which 
We should make in  Committee; but I want to em- 
phasise that we about it and we 
,have not mentioned the matter in  order to be face- 
tious, but in order to correct a great wrollg and re 
move a possible disadvantage from which the pro- 
moters and Headteachers of these private Secondary 
Schools have been suffering. I think that it would 
be welcomed as a great boon not only to these pro- 
mte,s and, Headteachers, but, also to  their pupils 
if this facility could be so extended. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H .CUMMINS: Before you put 
the question, Mr. Speaker, may I say this? The 

has been raised is a new one. I t  is 
true that First and Second Grade SchoOls are men- 
tioned, but I have no information as to any private 
becondary school having applied for assistance un 
der this Bill. H o w e v ~ ,  1 am prepared to report 
this point to the Executive Colamittee with the com- 
ments made by hen. members; but I want to say 
this: i t  would be out of order for anybody to rnovL 
an amendment to this Bill since that would creat, 
a charge on the Treasury. [MEMBERS: Of courst 
not]. ~t is a question of the exemption of Customh 
~ ~ t y .  [Mr. LEXTIS: You are wrong; do not bt 
misled.] I have not got much commonsense, but no 
body can mislead me. [Laughter]. If hon. member* 

pass this Bill, I will report the matter to the 
Executive Committee, and if and when ally such 
private Secondary Schools apply for this assistance, 
I am sure that sympathetic consideration ~ 7 1 l l  be 
given to them. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: With Your Honour': 
permission. I f  you use the words "secondary and 
other schools with the approval of the Education 
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Department" will these private schools be in ihai,? 
Mr. SPEAKER: That question should not be 

put  to the Minister because my ruling may have to 
be sought. 

Mr. LEWIS: It is not a question of what form 
r?f amendment should be considered, but that the Hen 
Minister is not prepared to accept the amen&ilif:llt 
a t  all. Therefore I would propose that the further 
consideration of this Bill be postponed until the 
next sitting of this House so that the Hon. Minis 
ter could report the feelings of the Houw to th t  
Executive Committee and see if they would accept 
the anlendnlent. I am not subscribing to the idea 
that making this amendment would  be creating any 
charge on the Treasury because i t  is absolutely not 
so. Any member of this House can bring in a Bill 
to exempt the duty from anything and put it 
in the fornl ;which tvould comply with any convent 
ion. If you are making the provisions of th 
retrospective as froin the first of last year, then you 
will be taking money out of the Treasury to give it 
back to people which is another matter. Do not 
let us take away all the authority froin the EIouse ; 
and do not let us be too quick to subscribe to this 
view about creating a charge on the Treasury; i t  
is a seriolls tendel~cy which we are getting in this 
House. 
7.20 p.m. 

~h~ hen. nlrrmber says that he applied his 
common sense to this point. Let me say that the 
last Ilon. Minister who staked his reputation on a 
certain point lost. I am willing to put my life on this 
because 1 know i t  is not true. I would like to get 
some indication from the Hon. Minister as to t h ~  
force of argument that we have heard, so as to pre- 
vent allother amendment being made to the Cus- 
toms Tariff Act. 

The next thing is that if you read this B111 
i t  is printed, you will not be able to find where to 
apply this Rill to the principal Act. This Bill can 
not be read with the 1921 Clmtoms Act, because 
that Act has no Schedule a t  all, that Schedule was 
taken out by a Bill passed i n  this House ai few years 
ago. I it was in that the 
the 1921 Act was deleted and a new Schedule sub- 
stituted therefor. 

I arould be glad if the- Hon. Minister would 
say that he will report the feelings of the House 

the Exeeutiye and see if the Ex- 
ecutive Committee would be in agreement with this 
proposed amendment or not. We should get their 
upllaon on it. I myself feel that i t  is something 
which can work. As a matter of fact the terms first 
and secoild grade school8 are purely Barbadianism. 
There is not such a thing as first and second grade 
schools outside of Barbados.. You talk of Primary 
dnd Secondary Education; and Your first and sec- 
ond grade schools are all i n  the category of second- 
ary education. There is no Second Grade school in 
this island which had a laboratory when this m e w  
ure was put in the Act. Even up  to this day som: 
of our first grade schools do not have it. I really 
am willing to  get an indication from the Hon. 

Minister as to whether he is, willing to postpone this 
measure for a week. I am in  sympathy with thia  
Bill; but I am also in sympathy with the argument 
that we should assist out people first especially ti~ozs 
people who want to do scientific tvork. Let nle s a ~ '  
that is is good to have these dabblers because i t  1s 
from these dabblers that you have managed to get 
radar and atomic energy. The most scientific thingh 
are discovered from dabbling. 

An ordinary amendment can be put i n  t 3  t h  L 
present Bill to cover what hon. nleinbers have 111 

mind; so if the Hon. Minister presses the passing 
of this Bill tonight he might find he may get s o w -  
thing included that the Government may dislike but 
would have to accept if the House wants i t ;  be- 
cause, after all, the Legislature is supreme. 

Sir, we have exempted many things from duty 
Instead of amending the Customs Tariff Act we 
even have brought in a special Bill for the World 
Health Organisation. I t  was m e r l ~  a Bill given a 
name so as t o  amend the Customs Tariff Act. 

I think what can be done in this matter is that 
the second reading of the Bill Can be passed, allii 
the Hon. Minister need not go into Committee on 
the Bill. I am quite willing to accept it if i t  is done 
that way. I just wanted the hen. member to know 
the view I share on the issue of creating a charge on 
the public Treasury. I am in  sympathy up to a 
point with the views expressed by hon. members 
in giving duty free privileges to people who are 
willing to experiment in ~aboratories. 

T h e  qzcestwm thut the Bill be now read a sec 
0nd time was put and resolved in the a f f i m a l i v e  
lnithout division. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, as IT- 
quested hen. membem, I am prepared to post- 
pone this Bill a t  this stage. I am therefore asking 
leave to postpone this Bill a t  this stage. 

There b e h g  objection, leave was granied 
the h,,- member. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, that con 
(fovement business for the day. 

I n  fixing tha Order Paper, I heard i t  enunciate6 
ovw on the other side of the HOUw that the 
er-ent should indicate that they want to do sucll 
a Bill at the next meeting of the Housz 
I agree that in some cases i t  is the correct thilig 
t, do. I agree that when sou get to fixing your 
Order Paper and you fix N ~ .  1 and N ~ .  2 in tjlat 
order, you mean to say that you will proceed 11, 
that order; however that is not possible in every 
case. 

ADJOURNMENT 

T h e  Order Paper having been fixed. 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that 

this B O U ~  do now adjourn until Tuesday next 7th 
June, 1955 a t  three o'clock p.m. , 

Hon. M. E. COX: I bseg to'second that. 
T h e  question was put and resolved in t h e  

af irmat ive  without division and Hr. SPEAKER 
ad jourwd  the House accor&ngly. 
7.30 p.m. 




