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THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

——

SESSION 1954—55

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday 8th November, 1955,

Pursuant to adjournment the House of Assem-
bly met at 3 o’clock p.m. today.

PRESENT

His Honour K. N. R. HuspanDs, (Speaker) ; Mr.
J. B. T. Brancksg, Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CumMIns,
C.B.E, M.D., C.M., (Mimister of Social Services); His
Honour A. E: S. Luwis, (Deputy Speaker); Mr. L.
E. Smirs, J.p., (Chairman of Committees); Mr. F.
L. WarLcorTt, 0.B.E., Hon. R. G. Marp (Minister of
Trade, Industry ond Labowr); Mr, F. C. Gobbarp
(Leader of the Opposition); Mr. J. A. HAYNES, B.A,,
Mr. J. C. Morruey, Mr. B, St. A. HoLpEr, Mr. V. B,
VaveraN, Hon C. E. Tarma (Minister of Agricul-
ture, Lands and Fisheries) ; Mrs. B. E. BourNE end
Mr, J. C. TUDOR, M.A.

Prayers were read
MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that the Minutes of the meeting of the
%5th Oectober, have been printed and ecirculated
amongst hon. members and unless there be any ob-
jeetion these Minutes will be now taken as read and

- confirmed.

There being mno objection the Minules were
taken as read and confirmed. :

s, DOCUMENTS

Mr. SPEAKER : I have the honour to inform
the House that I have received from the Commis-
sioners of Highways of the parish of St. John a State-
ment of Revenue and Expenditure for the half year
ending 30th September.

I have also received from the said Commissioners
in connection with tenantry roads a Statement of
Revenue and Bxpenditure for the half year ended
30th September. )

Also from the President of the Legislative
Council the following:—

The Legislative Council
o
The Honourable The House of Assembly

The Legislative Council have the honour to
return to the Honourable the House of .Assembly
the Bill intituled

‘“An Act to amend the Parochial Employees
Pension Act, 1944 (1944—14) as amended by the
Parochial Employees Pension (Amendment) Aects,
1947 to 1951 inclusive, the Parochial Employees Pen-
sion Act, 1952, and the Parochial Employees Pension
(Amendment) Aet, 1953,”
which has been passed with the amendment which
is shown written on the Bill.

PAPERS LAID

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS :
I am commanded by His Excellency the (Governor
to lay on behalf of the Minister of Communications,
Works and Housing the following:

Post Office Advances for payment of Money
Orders to 31st July, 1955.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker,
I beg to give notice of a Resolution to place the sum
of $710,000 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee to supplement the Estimates 1955
56, Part I1, Capital, as shown in the Supplementary
Estimate 19556—56, No. 47, which forms the Schedule
to the Resolution.

At this stage may I say that this Resolution —
and this will be explained later—was formerly for
$500,000 but we are now asking to have that changed
to $710,000 as you will see. This Resolution was
circulated over the week-end and I beg to state
at this juncture my intention to ask leave to suspend
Rules 88 & 89 in order to deal with the Resolution
later today .

Hon. R. G. MAPP : Mr. Speaker, I beg to give
notice of a Resolution to place the sum of $5,665 at
the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee
to supplement the Estimates 1955—56, Part 1, Cur.
rent, as shown in the Supplementary Estimate 1955—
56, No. 48, which forms the Schedule to the Resolu-
tion.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’' NOTICES
Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I rise to give notice

of my intention to move the passing of the following
Address to His Excellency the Governor:—

Mr. Speaker, =
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The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency The Governor

The House desire to draw to Your Excelleney’s
attention the profound disquiet felt by agricultural
labourers and workers in the Sugar Industry at the
statement of the Hon. Minister of Communications,
Works and Housing that ‘‘same persons who had not
been qualified under the Labour Welfare Organisa-
were given loans.”” (Official Gazette published, Octo-
ber, 20th 1955).

2. The House is of the opinion that such a
Statement, from a responsible Minister, would be
widely accepted as a disclosure made by Government
of its own shortcomings.

3. The House further believe that persons who
have applied for but who have not yet received loans
will feel that they have been overlooked in favour of
those who were unqualified to receive such loans.

4. Accordingly, the House respectfully request
Your Excellency to set up a Commission of enquiry
to enquire into the substance of these and other cog-
nate allegations made by the Hon. Minister of Com-
munications, Works and Housing.

3.25 p.m.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give
notice of the following Address:

The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency The Governor

The House desire to draw to Your Excelleney’s
attention the severe loss suffered by fishermen
throughout the colony in the recent hurriecane and
respectfully) request that Government will make a
contribution of at least $20,000 to assist in the restor-
ation of fishing crafts and fish pots to enable fishermen
more readily to reserve their calling and to inecrease
the limited supplies of fresh fish now available.

QUESTIONS

Mr. V. B. VAUGHAN: Mr. Speaker, I beg to
give notice of the following question :—

To enquire of the Minister of Communications,
Works and Housing :—

Is it a fact that workmen at the headquarters of
the Waterworks Department, of the same status that
obtain at other Waterworks Stations, are paid at
overtime rates if working on Sundays and holidays,
while those at the other Stations are paid at prevailing
daily rates for working on Sundays and holidays?

2. 1Ifl the answer to the above is in the affirma-
tive, will the Minister explain the reason for this
wage diserimination between workers of the identical
status in the same Department?

To enquire of the appropriate Minister:—
_ Mr. F. C. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to
give notice of the following Question:—

. Is it the intention of the Government to pub-
lish the report of the Committee which was appoint-
ed in April of 1953 with the following terms of
reference: “To investigate and make recommen-
dations on the following matter:—

(1) Rates of depreciation allowed under the
present. Inecome Tax Legislation.
(2) The Legislation governing depreciation
allowances.
(3) Income Tax legislation in relation to grants
from the Rehabilitation Reserve Fund.

(4) Income Tax concessions granted under the
Pioneer Industries Encouragement legisla-
tion in relation to any proposals which the
Committee may make in regard to estab-
lished industries”?

2. If the answer to the preceding question is

in the negative, why not?

3. Does Government intend to implement the
recommendations of the Committee referred to in
the first question?

4. If the answer to question (3) is in the nega-
tive, why not?

5. (a) Is Government aware that Income Tax
legislation in Barbados is not in line with other
‘West Indian territories where economic develop-
ment is encouraged ?

(b) If so will Government introduce leg-
jslation to bring it into line? If not will Govern-
ment make inquiries te ascertain whether it is so?

6. (a) Is Government aware that indusfrial
development is in effect limited to the parish of St.
Michael due to the mueh heavier Parochial taxes
levied in other parishes?

(b) What action, if any, does Government
propose taking to ensure that industrial develop-
ment is distributed as widely as possible through-
out the entire island?

7. (a) Does Government intend to implement
that part of the Five Year Plan which relates to
the development of revenue earning resources?

(b) If not, why not? :

(¢) If Government does intend to imple-
ment the Five Year Plan in this connection, will
Government state when it proposes to do so?

Mr. LEWIS ;. Mr. Speaker, before you call the
Order of the Day it is my intention to enquire with
your permission why it is that the Clerk of this
House is now sending out Resolutions or attaching
memoranda to Resolutions sent out from Government
with which they intend to deal with at the next
meeting of the House. It strikes me that permission
should be given to the Ministry concerned to send
them out and it should be their responsibility to send
them out. It strikes me as peculiar that I should
receive something from the Clerk of the House in
an envelope sent from a Government Department;
and in it is a note telling me that a Minister pro-
poses to do something. I have no doubt that the
matter was drawn to your Honour’s attention.

Mr. SPEAKER: The matter has not been
drawn to my attention.

Mr. LEWIS : If that is not so I am drawing
it to your attention now. I thought it was. It
strikes me as wrong procedure.

This House must retain its privileges. If there
is something to be sent out by Government Depart-
ments to members for them to deal with it, it should
be cireulated by the Ministry concerned. It is not
a document of the House and in my humble opinion
the Clerk has no right to be saddled with the respon-
sibility for distributing it to hon. members.

RULES 88 & 89 SUSPENDED

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker,
I beg to move that Rules 88 & 89 be now suspended.
Hon. C. E. TALMA : T beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirm-
ative without division.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY
Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day

stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Social
Services; to move the House into Committee of

» _

B A ”""r’

5 KT




J -

NOVEMBER 8, 1955

1695

Supply to consider the grant of sums of money for
the service of the colony,

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I
beg to move that Your Homour do now leave the
Chair and the House go into Committee of Supply
and that it be an instruction of the House when in
Committee to deal with a Resolution for $710,000
of which notice has just been given.

Hon. C. E, TALMA.: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House
went mto Committee of Supply, Mr. Smith being n
the Chavr. .

Supplementary Estimate, 1955-56, No. 40
h Fishing Industry

Hon. C. E. TALMA: ar. Chairman, This is a
Supplementary Resolution for $80,000 to supplement
a Revolving Fund which Is now more or less ex-
hausted because it has been taken fully advantage of
m so far as people securing engines for powered
boats. As the Addendum to the Resolution sets it
out, 26 powered boats have already been built with
the assistance of loans provided from the Revolving
Fund, and 30 more are under construction. 'Lhe
overall total of powered boats now operating 1s </
as against 8 two years ago and with the assistance
by the passing of this Resolution it will be possible
to assist 57 more.

Contrary to the expectations of some hon. mem-
bers although there is the 40% which the boat owners
are asked to put up and which is the estimated value
of the hull, it is very encouraging to note that boat
owners are taking full advantage of this Scheme ard
already: we have 57 applications of which 26 have
been given assistance.

Let me state at once that this Resolution is sepa-
rate and distinet from that for Hurricane Relief.
‘A, Resolution for that purpose will be brought down
to this House in a week or two and I am sure that
the wishes of the honourable senior member for St.
Philip as expressed in that Address of which he
just gave notice will be fulfilled and even beyond
expectations, because I can tell him now that fish pots
which have been lost by fishermen will be given free.
[VOICES: Hear! Hear!]

3.35 pm.

Mr. Chairman, I do not think that this Resolu-
tion ealls for any lengthy argument because in
reality it is a principle to which we have already
agreed. We have voted $40,000 in the Estimates and
at that time I asked for the assurance that when I
came down for amnother amount it would gain the
support of the House. The idea was that 1 had
come down for too small an amount., We have to
move in aceordance with a stated poliey in so far as
financial arrangements are eoncerned.

This Resolution is nothing econnected with the
Hurricane; this is a separate and distinet Resolu
tion to supplement the old Revolving Fund. The
Fund now operates under one Head because of con-
fusion which took place as regards the accounts. A
single fund now operates, and it is easier to keep a
check on what is being dome in that way.

I am asking hon. members to agree to the pass-
ing off this Resolution. The Addendum is fairly full
but if hon. members would like to have any further
information I should be very pleased to give it to
them. As to the number of loans made, one loan was
advanced in 1953—54 and the amount advanced was
$2,318.41. In 195455 ten loans were made, the
amount advanced being $16,055. Up to this point 22

T loans were made and the amount advanced alto-

gether is $35,34841. In 1955—56 loans were as
follows: (4) amounting to $6,615; (3) amounting to
$3,930 and (4) amounting to $6,430. The total re-
payments amount to $2,560.02.

The position is that repayments as far as the
powered boats are concerned are more rapid than
n other cases, as the catches are bigger and it is a
more economic proposition to own a powered boat
than fo own a sail boat. The Government will see
that no monopoly is encouraged whereby, because a
powered boat is a paying proposition any one person
will secure loans so as to have powered boats to the
sacrifice of some poor fisherman, say, in the Silver
Sands area who would be debarred from getting a
loan.

The state of the Revolving Fund appears to be
healthy in a way, but a number of loans have been
put out against sail boat owners and steps are being
taken to colleet this outstanding money which has
been lying there for a long time.

With regard to the ‘‘Calvert’’ fishing boats, it
is encouraging to know that although large sumsg
have been spent in construecting these boats, yet the
actual amount which the boat owmers will be re-
quired to pay is reasonable and within their means,
A boat owner would be required to pay in the vicin-
ity of $500 and not $800. I can only add that the
powered-boat Secheme has been successful and with
the passing of this Resolution we will provide forty
seven more engines for forty seven boats which are
awaiting these engines. Really there are more than
forty seven boats awaiting engines because it seems
that if money were available, and we could vote as
much ag $250,000, that could be utilised in a few
months’ time. I am trying to get the sail boat fleet
mechanized as quickly as possible; we have 30 more
boats under construction and another 47 will be
provided for under this Resolution. With the pass-
ing of the Hurricane Relief measure further assist-
ance will be given and in next year’s Estimates, we
will make sure that a sufficiently large sum is brought
down so that there will be more boats mechanized. Tt
is all for the benefit of the community as a whole to
have the fishing fleet mechanized as quickly as pos-
sible. With the marketing arrangements which we
have afoot it is hoped to have fish distributed all
over the island, and efficient cold-storage is being
organised as the means of preservimg fish so as to
provide for the population as a whole, and at the
same time assure the fishermen of a reasonable re-
ward for his labour.

I may mention that steps are being taken by the
Resolution of which I have given notice to-day where-
by a motor-mechanic of the necessary calibre and
2xperience will be employed to supervise the mainten-
ance and repair of these engines and he might even
undertake the repairs himself. He will instruect the
fishermen as to the use of these engines and give them
some sort of mechanical instructions by way of hold-
ing classes at various points of the island. The end
in view is that these boat owners will better benefit
and there would be a greater safety for the fishermen,
3.45 p.m.

That is the object of this Resolution of which
notice wds given earlier to-day.

Side by side with the inereasing units of the
fishing fleet it is essential to see that some form of
information as regards the mechanical side is dissem-
inated among the fishermen and especially among
boat owners. The boat owners to-day pay 40%; that
is the cost of the hull; so that a substantial amount
of money is at stake both by the boat owners and the
Government. Therefore in their own interest the
boat owners have to see that a suceess is made of this
scheme although Government has a substantial
armount of money tied up in it. Tt is necessary to
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see that assistance is givenm not only financially but
in the operation of their boats.

I beg to move that this Resolution for the sum
of $80,000 do now pass.

Hon, R. G. MAPP: I beg to second that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I think that
the Hon. Minister of Agriculture and Iisheries has
been unduly prone to pat himself on the back. But
a little reflection will show that the number of pow-
ered boats and those which will in a short time be
powered represent a fairly small fraction of the
entire fishing fleet of the island. If, as the Minister
himself says, a powered fishing boat is an attractive
economic proposition, he should ask himself the ques-
tion why is it that only a very small fraction of fish-
ing boats, so far, have already been powered and
mark you, several owners have made the necessary
application for engines. If he did I am sure he
would find that in many cases the answer is that the
cost of the engine being used by the Government is
prohibitive and should not be recommended by the
Government. These engines cost around $3,000 each.
[Mr. TUDOR: Not all.] Regardless of its being an
economic proposition, this cost of $3,000 for their
share of the boat and the engine is still beyond the
reach of the average fisherman.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : Mr. Chairman, I am very
sorry to have to interrupt the honourable member;
but I think it is better for us to stick to figures. The
average cost of an engine is not $3,000; the average
cost is $1,800 and they are some the cost of which
is as high as $2,160.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Apart from the engine the
honourable member does not realise that the fisher-
men have to find 40% of the capital cost of the boat;
that is to say 40% of the boat plus the engine; and my
contention is this: that they are a large number of
fishermen who will be content with a small outboard
engine, the cost of which is quite within their reach.
The Hon. Minister will discover in the near future,
I presume, that there will be hundreds more applica-
tions for loans if and when these small outboard en-
gines are available. HEvery fisherman cannot afford
a big engine. When this matter was discussed I re-
commended that the Department of Fisheries should
endeavour to experiment with outboard engines, and
again to-day I recommend that.

Well now, the fishermen throughout the island
will be very heartened by the statement from the
Hon. Minister that the Government intends to assist
them regarding the losses they have suffered as a
result of the hurricane; losses including their fishing
pots and fishing craft. But they are also wondering
why this help should have been so long withheld.
Other aspects of industry and housing, in particular,
have been assisted since the hurricame; but so far
nothing has been done for the fishing industry. The
Hon. Minister knows how important this industry is
to the country; and therefore he himself will feel
constrained to explain why that assistance to fisher-
men has been so long delayed. Since he represents
a fishing constituency or rather a constituency in
which the largest amount of fishing is done, he will
allow that there have been nearly 1,000 fish pots lost
during the hurricane. He will also know that large
numbers of fishing craft have been damaged and de-
stroyed. He will also know that there has been a
marked diminution in the catches of fish since the
hurricane. At this time of the year, most of the
deep sea fishing is done by fish pots. This is the
time of the year when the fishermen rely very largely
on their fish pots. The sea-egg season had been al-
most completely destroyed by the hurricane and
that, coupled with the absence of these fish pots in
such large numbers has been reflected very seriously
in the catches of fish available since the storm. There-
fore, there is a case for very much earlier assistance

for the fishermen who have suffered by the storm.
While we are assured for the first time that the
Government intends to pay attention to the plight of

the fishermen who have suffered damage as a result .

of the hurricane, I still feel that to the public and
the fishermen themselves some explanation should be
forthcoming for the long delay in according this help
to these deserving people in the community. I am
sure that I am not the only member of this House
who has been harassed day in and day out by fish-
ermen enquiring whether it is the intention of the
Government to do something for them and why they
have been left out. After all, the storm has taken
place on September 22nd, and we are now in the
month of November; and surely the material needed
for fishpots would not take many months to acquire
because they could get supplies from Trinidad or
anywhere else in the West Indies,

" Quite apart from the damage to boats the
biggest ery on the part of the fishermen 1s for their
fishpots which have gone and cannot be found at all.
Finally, I say that I hope that the Hon. Minister will
be tempted to experiment with the small outboard
motor boat and see what the results will be. I myself
have seen them in operation elsewhere in very large
numbers.

T have made the necessary enquirieg and I have
Jdiscovered that the authorities are very well sats-
fiecd with the assistance they render to the indusiry
and with the advantage which they were to tihe
owners. 1 should very much like to see along side
of that a comprehensive Resolution for both large
boats with powered engines as well as smaller craft
with outboard engines.

3.55 p.m.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I was verv
pleased to hear the Honourable Minister of Fish-
eries state that these powered boats are really an
economic proposition, because that is what I felt of
them from the very beginning. We are in the atomic
age and we are going forward; there can be n-
agoubt about that. Many of those sailing schooners
which once plied between the islands have now given
place to motor vessels and the same thing applies to
hoats for fishing. T have had first-hand information
from many of these boat owners and they told me
that powered boats are an economic proposition. 1%
1g surprising to know the type of persons who is now
interested and going in for fishing. Of course, they
have had the impetus for it by the cheap loans irom
the Government, and T am sure if the necessary loaus
are made available, this $250,000 will be easily swal-
lowed up. ;

In my travelling through the island I have come
across people of humble means who are building large
boats in the hope that Government will assist them
with a loan towards the purchase of a machine. la
the district of Silver Sands today, there is a fellow
building a 26 ft. boat almost single-handed and it
is almost completed, and I am sure that when he
starts fishing with it and others see the return he
makes with it at the end of the fishing season, and
what he can pay Government, to say nothing of the
profits he will make for himself, everybody will want
to go in for powered-boat fishing.

Some time ago, Mr. Calver passed through here
and made a statement which I think T heard ovor
the radio or read in the newspaper. He said that it

was a mistake to embark on these powered boats for:

fishing as we are doing. Of course that is his opinion
He fgels, apparently, that our fishermen are not me-
che'{meally-minded enough and in a short time these
engines will be breaking down and the boats will be
drifting to St. Lucia and elsewhere. I think our fish-
ermen are quite aware of the risk they are taking ana.

o
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because of that they will gather any information they
can from mechanics so as to keep their engines in
tune. I feel sure that they know that their lives are
at stake when they go out to sea and that they will
take all the care they can. However I think it should
be compulsory that they take out at least two oars
with each of these powered boats. 1 do not think
they should be allowed to put out to sea just with an
engine. It should be compulsory that they take along
a few oars in the event of any breakdown.

Another matter which was discovered after the
hurricane ‘‘Janet’’ is that many of these fishing boats
are insured; (they have to be insured to gquahfy for
Government loans) but the insurance companies did
not cover them for hurricane because the Insurance
which they get does not cover them when they are
beached. Well the hurricane “Janet’’ come and
smashed them on the beaches and because of that no
[nsurance Company would pay out for such damages.
[ know that a Resolution wil] be introduced next weck
to provide for that—at least we were told so today.
I had hoped that that Resolution would have come
forward two weeks ago because the fishing industry
is at the point of putting to sea. I know that the
Government’s hands are full and they have to do
housing but the fishing pots have been lost and fish
ing boats were damaged as a result of the hurricane
and by that those people’s livelihood has gone with

-~ the wind.

I think the time has come when Government should
pay attention to securing a proper place for hauling
up these boats. If we are expanding our fishing
industry and buildirg bigger boats, we should have
proper facilities for the hauling up of these boats.
The time has come when Government should buy
aveas of land in suitable places so that these boats
could be carried further inland for repairs and prob-
ably for shade in the off season. That is what shou,ld
be done. Do not haul them up at the brink of the
water side, just half way out of the ocean and half
way on land so that when the rains come or when
fishermen have to pull them in at night without
assistance, they are smashed up and then there 1s no
insurance to cover the loss. Insurance for fishing boai~
only cover the (fishing season. As a matter of faet,
ir. the months of August, September and Oectober,
even if they are lost when tied to their moorings.

pothing can be done as regards insurance. I hope
Government will come to the assistance of fishermen

in this respeect, and I think, it is an expense which is
recurrent.

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman. it is an
accepted Pact that we the elected representatives of
the people are responsible for the peace, happiness
and well being of them. This Resolution is fgr mouey
to help the fishermen and although it is a bit late in
coming, I think it is timely. I want to give Govern-
ment my support of it without much ado, but they
are a few remarks which the hon. Introducer of the
Resolution made for which Government needs to be
commended, and it is for that reason that I rise. One
of them is that Government intends te institute a
mechanical-aid Department to help fishermen with th=
keeping in good repair of these engines in their pow-
ered boats. I think that is one of those thinks for which
Government should be commended because it is a
service which is greatly needed. As you.know,.S.lr,
many of these fishermen are inexperienced in servicing
these motors. I know of a case at Foul Bay where a
fisherman who furnished his own motor had to take it
out of the boat two or three times and send it to
Bridgetown for repairs and in doing so he got all
kinds of fancy prices charged before he managed to
get it in working condition.

4.05 p.m.

That is one of the things on which I hope the
Government will act iinmediately. I think, Sir, that
the suggestion which my colleague has made for
using some of these outboard motors will find favour
to some of these fishermen. I hope the Hon. Ministex
will explore the possibility of using some of thes.
cutboard motors. I think we should insist on thes.
fichermen carrying out a small mast and sail because
some of these motors do not give any notice as to when
they will stop.

Another matter is this: speaking under correction
there is machinery being used in the vicinity of the
Princess Alice Playing f'ield for sawing out timber.
This Government should use that machinery for get.
ting out timbers and supplying them to some of these
boats which have been damaged. At this time of the
year every sail boat is about to put out to sea and
only one boat is being worked upon. I know that one
boat got smashed and the engine was brought to town
Hoyveve_r, I am glad that the Government is actually
actinfg in this matter. I hope they will investigate
the damage which has been done to the boats and
render help to the fishermen so that we can get some

ﬁsh ali;;und Ch_r?tmas. I know that the boat builden
ave been assisting in repairine h ic
beon damagad b p g houses which have

the recent hurrica; i
Government shou b by ottt the

2 Id step in and help by getti
of these timbers out and helping thIe) ﬁghegrmez.g? %%:E

those few remarks I heartily suppor the passi
this Resolution to expedite yandpgnptrov: &Zsséggaf
sion of the fishing industry in this island.

Mr. LEWIS: From the very inception of this
Scheme I warned the Government that it would be
necessary to employ some one who ig capable of
assisting in the repair of these engines and of teach-
g the fishermen and I am very glad to hear that such
an 1dea.1§ all but implemented. I am asking the
Hon. Ml«nlster if he is not aware that it would be a
good idea for the fishermen to have both sail and
engines in these boats. It is all very well to have
these engines but when you have not learned all
that there is to be known about these engines, you
may be left on the fishing banks to drift. I think
that we should encourage the use of the engires as

auxiliary and not as the sole means of getting the
boat along.

I would have been interested to hear something
about the damage which has been done to fishing
boats during the hurricane; I am sorry that the
Hon. Minister has not given the figures about that.
I would like to know what is the estimated damage
and what has been dome about it. I know the Gov-
ernment has on its hands the rehabilitation of the
houses of people, but honourable members should
know what is taking place now that they are deal-
ing with a Resolution to assist the fishing industry,

Another matter is the question of insurance of
boats, which is of vital importance. It is of no use
having these boats insured for the fishermen during
the fishing season, and just when they may bhe in
more danger ashore to find that there is no provision
made for that,

The Hon. Minister mentioned something about
the repayment of loans being slow with those who
still have the sail boats. Perhaps some of these
people who owe the Government money may have
had their boats destroyed or damaged in the recent
hurricane and figures in that connection could have
been given to the House to-day. It might mean that
you may have to give assistance to a man who owes
roney and who has had his boat damaged. That
is information which it is necessary for the people’s
representatives to have. We are hoping to get some
up-to-date information about the damage to houses
and what has been done with this $700,000 odd. In
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like manner we would like to know what has hap-
pened about the fishing boats.

Mr. TUDOR: Before the Minister replies there
are one or two aspects on which I would like to
touch. The first is this: I note the distinetion which the
Minister has made in his remarks between the damage
done to fishing boats which should be treated under
hurricane relief, if at all, and this other matter which
he explained as something which the Government has
been doing and which it is econtinuing to do,—the ex-
pansion of the fishing industry. I think the distine-
tion ought to be made clear; some people might
think if they have not been following this matter
carefully that the 47 new powered boats are to
make good possible damage done during the hurri-
cane. That, of course, would not be true, and al.
though the Minister was careful to point out that
the Government was merely continuing its policy
of expanding the fishing industry I do not think he
ought to let us rest with the impression that the
extra 47 boats is as much as ean be done for now.
I am surprised that the Government only contem
plates an additional 47 boats; probably this num-
ber is due to the fact that the financial year will
soon come to its end and the new Estimates will
contain further provision. The Government must
realise that if the industry is to expand as rapidly
as possible and if mechanical improvements are to
play their part in the increase of the fishing cateh,
not only must loans be made available but they
must be made available to more and more people.
415 p.m,

On the question of the different types of engines,
I mygelf am not familiar with many aspects of the
matter. But since boats are of different sizes I think
that the loans should be made and graded to suit,
not only the capacity of the person borrowing, but
also the size of the boat with its engine. One of the
advantages of having inspection is that a great sav-
ing will be effected to the fisherman by the expert
advice given by the Government engineer or me.
chanie who could be put at the disposal of the bor
rowers for the purpose of purchasing the engines
But I think it ought to be made quite clear that no
person who wishes to purchase a powered engine
because the size and build of his boat requires it
should be prevented from so doing. The only stipu-
lation which should be made ig that Government musi
be satisfied that the boat requires the engine so stipu-
lated and that arrangements be made for the repay-
ment of the loan. While it is true that engines ought
to be within the capacity of fishermen to pay for
them, I think it is also true, that, having regard to
the size of the fishing boats, it ought not to be con.
{)inglt(ll to the particular type of boat that they are to

uild.

With respect to some other remarks of the Hon.
Minister concerning the replacement, not only of
fishing boats, but of fishpots destroyed or damaged
by the hurricane, I am sorry myself that the Gov-
ernment has not got around to this matter sooner
than now. This is really a matter of Hurricane
Relief, and I think it should be treated on precisely
the same lines. As a matter of fact, alternative
accommodation has been found for persons who
have lost their houses; but alternative livelihood
has not been found for those fishermen whose boats
were badly damaged or completely destroyed or
who have lost their fish-pots. Tt is, therefore, a
matter of great urgeney; and it is surprising to me
that Government did not treat it with more serious-
ness. 1 think that where the fish pots are con-

cerned, I cannot stress upon Government too much
the real urgency of the matter.

In the parish which I represent, there are large
pumbers of people whose only source of income is
what they get from their fishpots; not only for them
but for their families. Without their fishpots they
are completely lost and they have no other alterna.
tive occeupation, 1 wish, therefore, that Govern
ment had found it possible to assist these people
before now instead of allowing weeks to pass, leav-
mg the people in a state of uncertainty; and ]
strongly advise the Hon. Minister to issue a state-
ment as soon as he can to reassure these people,
aspecially those who have lost their fish-pots. While
it is not necessary to say upon what scale the
Government should assist them, I think it is neces
sary to impress upon Government that if people
who have lost their fishpots could only be given.
Therefore, it is not a case of their being unable to
assist themselves in the rehabilitation of their live-

lihood; on the contrary, they are quite willing to-

be as reasonable as possible in their requirements:
which is all the more reason why Government
should hasten to bring them in the plan of rehabili-
tation. Tt is, therefore, a matter of regret that to-
day we did not have the Resolution before us to
assist the fishermen who have had their boats dam-
aged and those persons who have had their fish-
pots carried away by the high seas. Generally
speaking, we welcome this proposal not because we
feel it says the last word, but because it is time
enough, especially when the fishing season is com-
ing in, that those boats should be given help. It
would be a pity, if for a lack of a boat any fisher-
man were unable to take part in this year’s catch.
When we reflect also that it is an economic advan-
tage to have a powered boat, we need have no fear
whatever as to whether these fishermen will be able
to repay the loan, and whether great groﬁt will
accrue to the fishermen who have made this venture
in bringing their means of catehing fish up to
date, and keeping it in uniformity with what is re-
quired for the expansion of the industry. I just d.o
not wish the Hon. Minister to believe that this is
the last possible word in the matter; but that he
should endeavour to encourage more and more per-
sons not only to build boats but to have engines in-
stalled in them; that they should be assured the
widest possible variety of engines used as has been
suggested; that no restrictions other than those of
finaneial safeguards should be placed upon persons
wishing to acquire engines—and the best possible
engines—available for the particular types of boats:
and that no restrictions should be made to prevent
fishermen from having this or that type of engine if
the type of boat requires it.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, I think I
shall now take the opportunity to reply to omne or
two points made. Hon. members seem to be very
apprehensive as to the cause of delay in helping the
fishermen to rehabilitate their industry. But I may
say that, in the first instance, a survey had to be
made. Hon. members will realise that all of the
beaches were struck by the hurricane; and I am
ceferring particularly to St. Philip and Christ
Church. At those beaches one will realise that all
of those boats were battered up. They will further
realise that this survey could mot be done at a stroke
of the pen as in other cases. It was diffienlt to make
the survey. The beaches had to be cleared first
before the survey could be made. So it is not a
question of delay, it is a question of trying to
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arrive at a figure and trying to make some sort of
complete survey as guide to damage done.
4.25 p.m.

Here are the details of the damage:—

Nature of damage Full estimated Amount of pro-
cost of replace~ posed assistance
ment repairs. from Hurricane

Relief Funds on
basis proposed.

$ $

2 Launches, totally lost .. 5,400 5,400*
1 Launch, engine only to be
replaced extensive re-

pairs to hull .. .. 2,300 2,300*

17 Sail boats, totally lost .. 18,700 18,700*
15 Pot and Sea-egg boats

and

3 small boats, totally lost .. 2,765 2,400
3 Launches, repairs to hulls

gverhaul of engines .. 950 -~ 950*

36 Sail boats damaged we 1,625 5,780%
9 Pot boats and small ten-

ders damaged .. .. 275 240

Replacements of Fishpots 6,300 4,000
Contingencies for undis-
covered cases, increases

in priees, ete., at 5% .. — 1,985

$44.615  $41,755

. #50% recoverable. Total amount recoverable
$17,885. .

. As you can see the damage has been estlmate.d
at'$45,000. As far as fishpots are concerned that 1s
a free grant. It will be given im the form of ma
terials to make them. In so far as other damage
to boats, the- Government -will assist with 50% as
5 free grant. It will be given in the form of ma-
interest. Government is doing the same thing it did
with respect to fishermen and the loss they sus-

i in. December 1951. .
tam(i&any honourable members have asked questlonf
but before I reply to any of them, I want to mf(L)lBe 1
perfectly clear that this Resolution for $80,0 }b
separate and distinet from that which we 'prOEOS?
to bring for the damage caused to the ﬁshn}g eet
by the hurricane. I thought I had su_ceeeded in mak-
ing that clear when I was introducing the Resolu-

tion.

Mr. Chairman, I have given some gxplanatmn
as to the cause of delay of that Resolution for the
hurricane damage; I think honourable member§
should realise that a survey had to be made and
that had to be done island-wide. Tt would there-
fore take some time to do. I do vealise the necessity
for having these boats ready to put to sea gtngl the
fishpots operating to the fullest extent, and it is for
that reason that the assistance given to fishermen by
Government in this respect is free, gratis and for
nothing. Ag you know, it is not possible to estimate
ithe loss caused to fishpots. If a fisherman come to
you and says that he had twelve fishpots, well, all
you can say is that he had twelve fishpots, because
there is no means to check on that.

The hon. senior member for St. Philip made a
point which he made on a previous occasion in con-
nection with boat owners when he referred to boats
with outboard motors. I am going to ask the Fishery
Officer to examine that question. Speaking for my-
self, with a slight knowledge of that matter, I have

always known that outboard motors are all weli
and good for boat owners who do joy-riding, but
when it comes to boat owners who have to go ter
riiles or more to sea, I do not believe that outboard
motors will stand up to that strain. We are not herc
to cause the average fisherman to commit suicide;
and so if the proponents of the outboard motor
scheme on the advice of some experts would like to
see them installed in fishing boats, I for my part
think that it is a dangerous type of engine to use
in a boat which is putting far out to sea, having
regard to the distance at which our fishing banks
are situated, Government will not be a party to
causing fishermen to put themselves in a precarious
situation. However, I will ask the Fishery Officer to
go into this question. In so far as concerns the re-
marks made by the honourable junior member for
Christ Church, in regard to the purchase of land to
provide a place for the hauling up of fishing boats,
I think that is a very good point; and onme which
we will have to go into and aet on promptly. If we
have proper places that means less embarrassment
will be caused to fishermen.

The honourable junior member for St. Philip
also made the point that smaller engines should be
riade available to boat owners and suggested that
powered boats should also be made to carry sails;
in other words, he suggested that owners of powered
toats should be compulsorily made to carry along
szils. That is a question of regulations.

The honourable junior member for the City spoke
on the question of insurance. He said that insuranee
did not cover these boats for the hurricane months.
That is a fact but that is a question which is beyond
Government; he will have to see the insuranece ex-
perts about that. However it is fortunate for the
fishermen that they have a Goverment like this which
will give them assistance which the Insurance Com-
panies normally deny them.

Mr. Chairman, T wish to assure the honourable
junior member for St. Lucy not to have any fear about
fish pots which formerly operated in St. Lucy because
they will be replaced when the Resolution for $45,000
comes down to this House next week. I do hope
that it will receive full co-operation of honourable
members and they will avoid lengthy debate on the
matter so that fishermen will be able to get these
necessary fishpots and their boats repaired without
any further delay.

4.35 p.m.

Mr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Chairman, there are just
a few small replies which I am forced to make. Oue
1¢ with regard to the delay in the sending down of
this Resolution to assist the fishermen about which
the Minister has said that it took some time to make
the survey. The Minister is surely aware that the
survey was completed some weeks ago and that the
Fishery Officer told the Press some weeks ago that the
estimated damage was $40,000, and that he actually
told the Press some weeks ago the number of fishing
erafts damaged and the number lost as quoted by the
Minister to-day. Certainly, the Minister would other-
wise have had reason to castigate the Fishery Officer
if he had taken from September until now to discover
the damage done to fishing boats by the storm. I-am
in a position to say that the survey was completed
long ago and I say that the delay in this matter has
been unjustified. When I saw the Fishery Officer’s
Report to the Press I took it that the Government wag
immediately taking steps to deal with the situation.
It is only because I saw that nothing was done that
I gave notice of the Address handed in to-day.
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There is one further point. Far be it from me
to suggest any means of fishing which would lead to
the fishermen losing their lives. The Minister sug-
gested that the use of outboard motors would lead
fishermen to commit suicide. Surely the us> of
powered boats does not mean that there would not
be any loss of life to fishermen because these boats
have proved to be just as dangerons as sail boats ox
outboard motor boats. Therefore 1 endorse the sug-
gestion made by my colleague that the boats whether
powered by outboard or imboard motors should also
carry sails in the event of a breakdown at sea. I
want to assure the Hon. Minister that his apprehen-
sion of the dangers of outboard motors is completely
unjustified. When I first suggested the utilisation
of outboard motors earlier this year, it was nerelv
a question of my commonsense telling me that al-
though an ountboard motor boat which would be a
smaller eraft might not go ten miles which the Min-
ister expects a large boat to go, yet still it would go
further in all types of weather than a sail boat.
After all, the boat with the outboard motor and
that with the inboard motor would go further than
the sail boat, but the important consideration is that
the cost of comstruction would be far less than the
average cost of $3,000 which it takes to build a
larger boat with an inboard mwotor.

I want to tell the Hon. Minister that since 1
made my suggestion in this Chamber, I had the good
fortune myself of seeing a large number of smali
craft with outboard motors all along the coast of
Martinique and Guadeloupe in August this year, and
they were boats with outboard motors. I never saw one
large craft with an inboard motor. Of course, that
does not mean that they were not there. My con-
tention has been amply justified; and I am sure that
the Hon. Minister will find that while in the course
of time the en‘tire mechanisation of the fishing fleet
will be faster realised if we adopt both methods of
having inboard and outboard motors. The fisherman
who cannot afford an inboard motor, if given the
chanee to acquire an outboard, will sooner be able to
pay for a boat with an outboard motor. No danger is
attached to either if due care and attention are exer-
cised.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I would like to
know from the Hon. Minister of Agriculture what
progress has been made with regard to the supply of
lifebeits to fishermen or if he considers it very im-
portant to make it compulsory, if necessary for each
fisherman to carry a lifebelt: and if they are difficult
to be obtained by the fishermen themselves, whether
the Flishery Officer would initiate the getting down of
such lifebelts so that the fishermen can get them from
that department.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman,

Hon. C. E. TALMA.: In reply to the hon. senior
member for St. John, I will say that this matter has
been under very close serutiny within recent months.
The whole matter as far as these lifebelts are con-
cerned, is that we ave hoping that the fishermen, if
they are given these lifebelts as we call them, will
actually make full use of them and not lock them
up in some place or other. It is of no use giving fish-
ermen. these lifebelts and then when the boats over-
turn the fishermen go under with them. We hope to
give the fishermen lifejackets which they will be en-
couraged to use and not the sort of life-belt which
when the boat overturns, the fishermen will go down
vrith them.

4.45 pm.

The matter does really need close examina-
tion. 1 can assure the hom. senior member for St.
John that when next I come to the House with a Reso-
lution of this sort, I hope to be in a position to tell
Lim definitely that the matter has solved itself, and
that a start has been made in that direction to assist
the fishermen with what is necessary in case of their
hoats overturning. Wk have been considering the
matter for some time; but the trouble lies in trying
to provide them with something which they will be
actually able to utilise.

The hon. senior member for St. Philip has again
siressed the point about out-board motors. If he has
seen them used with success in Martinique and Domj-
nica, I suppose there is no reason why we should not
try them here. Off this Island there are strong cur-
rents; so, in order to secure large catches, the fisher-
wen must of necessity go to the fishiny banks. How-
wver, the assurance given by the hon. senior member
for St. Philip does not necessarily mean that the fish-
ing banks are not particularly close.

Another point is this: it is not that the fisher-
men or the boat-owners are debarred from buying
an out-bound motor if he thinks it fit. It is that Gov-
ernment has decided on a type of engine which they
feel will give the necessary security and safety. There
is no question of compulsion in this matter of the
type of engine to be used. It is a mistake for hom.
members to suppose that if a boat-owner or fisherman
cannot buy the type of engine which the Government
favours, he cannot get a loan at all.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, T am very glad to
hear that pronouncement. The Hon. Minister has
stressed this point, other hon. members have made
it, and now I wish to bring to the attention of the
Fishery Officer the fact that the owner should be al-
lowed to exercise hig discretion as to the particular
type of engine. This question of the poor type of fish-
erman or boat-owner will no longer exist, and becanse
of that. hon. members will feel easjer in mind.

The auestion that this Resolution for the sum of
#R0.000 do now pass was put and resolved in the affir-
ative without division.

Leave to take Supplementary Resolutions
Nos. 43 and 47 Granted

Hon. Dr. H. 6. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
I am asking leave to take charge of the Resolution
which stands in the name of the Hon. Premier and
the one standing in the name of the Hon. Minister of
Communications, both of whom are absent.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Hon. Minister is ask-
ing leave to that two Resolutions, one standing in
the name of the Hon. Premier, the other sanding
in the name of the Minister of Communications be
taken as the next two Orders of the Day, respective-
ly. If there is no objection, leave is granted.

. There being no objection, leawe was grantee the
Hon. Minister.

Statistical Service

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
this first Resolution for the sum of $4,900 relates to
the invitation to Mr. Dudley Seers, Statistician of the
Colonial Office, to come here for the purpose of es-
tablishing a Statistical Serviee for the Island and to
advise and train suitable local personnel to carry on
the Services. His Excellency the Governor has sent
a Message (No. 36/1954) to this Chamber which n
forms honourable members that consultations have
taken place between the Government and the Colo
rial Office with respect to the establishment of a
Statistical Service, and that as a result the Govern-
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-ment has applied to the United Nations Technical
Assistance Administration for the services of an es-
pert. Mr. Seers is also a member of the United
Nations Secretariat.

Mr. Seers is expected to reach this Colony in 2
few days’ time, and this Resolution is to meet pre-
liminary expenses of the project to the end of the
financial year. Aecording to the Addendum:—

‘“This includes an estimate of the cost of clerieal
assistance and furniture which will be necessary for
the establishment of the office;”’ hence, this Resoiu-
tion. I beg to move that this Resolution for the sum
of $4,900 do now pass.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, when we look at
the date mentioned in thig Addendum, we certainly
cannot compliment the Government for having shown
any interest in the establishment of this proposed
Statistical Department. As far back as 1954 we have
been hearing about this.

Mr. Chairman, I understand that it is the desire
¢f the Committee to adjourn for the Tea interval.
I therefore, beg to move that you do now report pro-
gress and ask leave to sit again.

Mr. TUDOR: 1 beg to second that.
ADJOURNMENT

The question that Mr. Chairman do now report
progress with leave to it again was put and resolved
in the affirmative without division.

Mr. Chairman reported and Mr. Speaker resumed
the Chair and reported accordingly.

On motion of Hon. Dr. Cummins, seconded by
Hon. C. E. Talma, the House adjourned for half an

~ hour.

455 p.m.
On re-assembling,
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY—C'TD

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment the House
was in Committee of Supply.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
resumed i Commitiee of Supply, Mr. SMITH be-
ang wn the Chair,

Statistical Service

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Chairman, as I was saying, the
obvious delay in dealing with this matter would give
one the impression that the Government is not really
finterested, or is not as interested as they made out,
when they first started to get this statistical informa-
tion. They have taken great care now not to tell you
what was the Message. They prepared Estimates for
1955-56 and they have put nothing in them for this
service. They have now come and put in a new item
under the Secretariat for this service. Thl_s is some-
thing which was looked forward to in this country
for a considerable time and especially so ip t.hese days
when people set such a great appreciation upon
statisties. )

What I am wondering is if this gentleman is
such an expert that he would find suitable staff here
to be trained in this highly technical subject. I hope
he will be able to train Barbadians; but while it, is
a good idea to teach people around him and to famll}-
arise them with what he is doing, T do feel that this
is one of the occasions on which to send people out
of the colony to be trained in the knowledge
would prove a better method than for him to teach

them here, and I hope Government would not over-
ook that suggestion.

In paragraph 2 of the Addendum, it is stated
that Mr. Seers is due to arrive in the colony about
the 12th November, and funds are required to meet
the preliminary cost of the project to the end of the
financial year. This includes an estimate of the cost
of elerical assistance and furniture which will be
necessary for the establishment of the office. Well,
sir, if you are going to set up an office on the recom-
mendation of a particular man, it seems inadvisable
for you to start off furnishing what you regard as
an office for statistical service. If you are going to
furnish his office by giving him immediate staff and
{urniture for that purpose, that would be alright,
put do not say that you are providing for the estab-
lishment of a statistical office. T d¢ not like your say-
ing that, because I am quite sure when Mr. Seers
comes he will recommend something guite different
irom what you have in mind. What Government is
really doing now is to establish an office for this gen-
tleman—not a statistical office, because the Adden-
dum clearly states that we are waiting until he ar-

" rives. However, 1 wish the Government well in this

matter. There is a great deal of information along
this line that people were looking forward to for a
long time and I hope that this effort would really
nieet the need.

Mr. BARROW : I am rather surprised that the
Government at thig late stage has decided for the
establishment of a statistical office, but there are two
entirely different concepts which must be borne in
mind. There is no doubt that the information which
the administration should provide for the benefit of
iegislators, myself, and the general public is in a
state of confusion. Your Honour will remember that
over three years ago I drew it to the attention of the
House that I had a discussion with an officer of the
Government with respeet to the establishment of a
Statistical Bureau for Barbados and he intimated to
me at that time that not only had he thought about
it and considered it necessary to have it: and he had
already (without disclosing any name to me) singled
out a suitable Barbadian who was highly qualified
to preside over the particular bureau. Now, that was
over three years ago, but I see that there is no pro-
vision in this particular Resolution which we have
now before us for the establishment of a bureau such
as the one which was admitted at that particular time.

‘What is more important in this Resolution is that
there is no indication that the Government is aware
that you cannot train a clerk or a member of the cleri-
cal branch of the Civil Service to be a statistician un-
less he went to one of the Universities to be trained
along those lines. The reason why you cannot do it is
because there is a lot of elaborate machinery (I do ncst
mean typewriters and things of that sort: I mean
the process by which it is taught and which costs over
ten thousand dellars) which is a necessary adjunct of
a statistical office. It seems to me facetious that any-
one coming to Barbados for a brief visit will be in a
position with a couple of mahogany tables and four
rocking chairs to establish a satisfactory Statistical
Bureau in Barbados. The whole approach of the Gov-
ernment to this particular problem has been rather
strange—and I say strange because they seem to be
completely unaware of the functions of a Statistical
Dureau and the long period of training which it is
nmecessary to undergo in order to turn out an efficient
statistician. So serious a problem is this for finding
skilled statisticiang that all the undergraduates long
hefore taking their final examinations are offered jobs
along that line depending upon the successful pass-
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ing of their examination. However, members of the
Goverament seem to think of it just as they thought
of a surveyor of the Barbados Government Serviee.
That particular individual has not the slightest ac-
yuaintance of the elementary rules of trigonometry
which a surveyor should have to be able to use a
theodolite and that is so Lbecause members of the Gov-
ernment were able to bamboozle this Chamber into
sceepting the individual as a surveyor and giving him
by act of Parliament the professional qualifications
for which he would not otherwise be qualified.

5.35 p.m.

I would like to warn them that the statistical
affairs of this country will be in a greater state of con-
fusion with this procedure which they hope to adopt
It would appear that no matter how long and how
strongly the adoption of certain measures are advo-
cated by the elected representatives of the peopie,
the Government is not prepared to make any move
until some plenipotentiary from abroad suggest to
them that they might be in need of a vacation to Bar-
bados.

The examples which T could quote to substantiate
that particular argument are too numerous with which
to bore you, Mr. Chairman, at this particular stage.
I do not have to go back very far; there is Professor
Richardson, Mr. Foster and up to now, two years
after reports have been made, we have not been able to
see the benefit of the execursions made from the hom-
countries of these particular individuals or to have
the privilege of discussing in this Chamber the re-
ports which they have made.

Another classic example of the way in which we
misuse technical co-operation aid which we are en-
titled to use is the question of the housing experts
who have been in Barbados for some considerable
time and who had considerable difficulty in making
the Ministers aware of the fact that they were in Bar-
bados, far from having their services utilised for thz
benefit of the country. I would like to ask the Hon
Minister of Social Services exactly what future ex
penditure do they anticipate that this Resolution will
entail. We all know from sad experience that they
will come for a Resolution for $2,000, and then they
will come for one for $200,000; and we are told that
we cannot criticise or make any suggestion which
would be in any way a sort of curtailing the amount
of money which they want to spend, because we
have already supported it in principle by voting for
the lesser Resolution.

From my slight acquaintance with matters
statistical, I would say that in order to set up any
proper statistical office, Government would need
about £25,000 or thereabouts. I would like honour-
able members to be fully conscious of the Resolution
which is before the House, because if we carry it to
to its logical conclusion, it would mean the sefting
up of a very large department and we should be
aware of the finanecial implications of the Resolution
which is now before us.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, we have seen
so many of these occasions when some Officer nas
come out to train somebody here. He gives training
for six months, then he returns whence he came. The
person who is supposed to be trained returns to his
substantive post and we hear nothing more. I have
two or three cases in mind. The Fire Brigade Officer
came out here to train somebody and the next thing
we knew is that we had to get another Officer. Mr.
Parris was trained by a Factory Expert [Mr.
CRAWFORD': And he had a good time out here
too] who spent two or three years here and returned;
and I do not think we have a Factory Inspector to-

day. I hope that this is not another of such in-
stances.

I know that we have a statistician attached to
the Customs Department in the perscn of Mr. Ashby.
1t is neeessary to have such an Officer in that Depart-
ment and if this Expert is going to be of any help
in training Mr. Ashby further, then I would only be
too pleased indeed. 1t is necessary to have such an
Officer in the interest of the community as a whole
There may be other Departments which could bene-
fit greatly from this expert’s visit and T do hope that
full advantage will be taken of what training has
been given to our selected Civil Servants and that
they will not, soon after the departure of Mr. Seers,
be given promotion to some other Department which
has nothing to do with statistics. By all means pro-
mote a person who has been trained, increase his
salary and let him remain where he is; but if you re-
move him from the particular department, it would
have been a waste of time in training him. I think
we should say whether we accept the Government’s
idea of bringing out experts in the future.

5.45 p.m.

Mr. TUDOR: 1 think that any person reading
the Addendum to this Resolution must be struck by
the manifest absurdity of this whole thing. T think
too that such a person would wonder whether this
Government really understands what is involved in
the setting up of a statistical bureau.

This is not just another Government Depart-
ment; although, perhaps it would be something which
would interlace all Government Departments,

The science of statistics, Mr. Chairman, is almost-

entirely mathematical. It has to do with the nature
and quality of numbers, their arrangement, their
scope and their meaning. [Hon. R. G. MAPP: Hear!
Hear !] Well might the Minister of Trade say, ‘‘ Hear’
hear’”; because if he really understood what it was
really all about he would be more than careful to
recommend such a proceeding. But he thinks that
all that statistics means is to be able to show how
many blue beans make five! It is rather more than
that, and we have to carry it to a much higher level
than this Government can understand and appreciate.
If, therefore, this Government is really interested ir
setting up a statistical bureau in this Island, the idea
that an expert, coming from the United Nations See-
retariat, could train a civil servant for a few weeks
or months expecting him afterwards to be able to
carry on the Service efficiently, is the most ludicrous
I have ever heard. What such a person could do is
this: he might give some elementary and preliminary
instruction on how to arrange a given set of figures
something as elementary, for instance, as drawing up
a table of the births and deaths in a given parish and
to show how many of the persons dead had received
their Old Age Pensions at the age of sixty. The last
mentioned operation would be relatively easy, be-
cause nobody at the moment does it. But for any-
thing which is called for above and beyond the prep
aration of simple tables, it is not within the range
and possibility of such an officer to prepare such can-
didates. Therefore, it ought to be borne in mind
by the Government that they simply do not know
what it is they are asking for.

First of all, you do not call a man a statistician
until he has reached a considerable way in mathe-
matical knowledge and training ; in mathematical sub-
jeets which are just names to all of us here as they
are to a lot of people. How many members of this

House could undertake to extract the square root of -

a given number without misgiving. All of us wouid

have trouble in doing that. [A VOICE: I agreel..
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That is the sort of problem that is of interest to the
statistician; because all of these mathematical sub
Jects which do not come within the scope of the aver-
age person is his concern ; because the study of statis-
tics requires that you must know the accuracy of a
figure and the truth of a particular method. The
question of unemployment, employment and employa-
bility ; of the rise and fall of our trade, of our national
income which is distributed per head of population—
Al those things are the fit and proper study of statis-
tieal experts. But a man has got to have a very long
training in mathematical subjects and formuiae, in
the technique of handling and interpreting figures
and numbers before he can enter such work.

I have tried to outline what is involved, so that
members of this House will get to understand that it
is not possible to train a person as a statistician with-
in a few weeks or months. It is a farce. I therefore,
would urge upon the Government tc postpone con-
sideration of this matter for further information for
themselves, and for their own good. They cannot
expect to do anything which on the face of it is so
silly that it will make us a laughing stock by people
who know so much more than we do.

The next thing is this: they are asking us to give
$4,900 and we are told that this includes an esti-
mate of the cost of clerical assistance and furni-
ture which will be necessary for the establishment of
the office. In the first place, Mr. Chairman, if we are
not going to have a statistician, it is silly to talk
about the establishment of an office for that purpose.
1% an establishment there must be, it can only come
when the bureau itself is to be set up and for that we
will want very much more than furniture; and at this
stage we may be expedient to ask this question: if
some expert or other is going to come here fox: a
few weeks periodically, have we got on each oeccasion
to find money for tables and chairs and prol.)ably a
mat upon which he would wipe his feet? Is it to be
believed that in the whole wide expanse of the Gov-
ernment departments, there is not a single table, a
single carpet, some blotting paper or an unused pen-
cil which could be put at the disposal of anybody
who comes over here for a short time? What about
the condemned equipment which is not going to go
into the Ministerial Buildings? Is it imperative that
we must go and buy new furniture for a temporary
office? Are there no limits to which this senseless
extravagance must go? Then, it is more dishearten-
ing when you read that it will not be possible to
prepare precisely any figures until Mr. Seers has
arrived and the work is started. If Mr. Seers is com-
ing to train some clerks in the Civil Service, what
possible delay can there be except the fact. that
personnel suitable for training could not be available
to him? If he is going to give a course of lectures.—
as a matter of fact if he is going to do anything the
Government has enough space at Combermere School
which, although it might collapse at any moment,

¥ might still not collapse on Mr. Seers or his pupils.

.
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?y'to shed a little light upon them.

There is plenty o#bom and chairs suitable for the
teaching, and whatever is not there for his comfort
and wuse, could be found in another Government
Office.

I therefore, do not believe that money should
be spent in so wanton a fashion. It is unnecessary
in the first place and seeondly to all of us it falls far
short of the mark of practicality. I know it is quite
difficult to get hon. members of this Government to
understand that there are people who know a little
more about eertain things which they bring into this
House, and who, because they have had contaet with

.the subjects of discussion are able, from time to time
' Tt is unfortunate
for Government that they resolve all these issues into
questions of prestige and gencrally tend to believe

| tLe postponing of a measure is tantamount to a Min-

isterial defeat. I am sorry that they take that atti-
tude about things; but whenever we press upon them
the second thought, it is only that we seek to preserve
not only the Government themselves but also the
good sense and reputation for sanity which this island
has long enjoyed.

Therefore, we are asking them to consider this
and I will be very willing to accede in the request:
when he takes the opportunity to reply, ang 1 find
no such request fortheoming, I am going to make
a formal motion so that the Committee can decide it.
5.55 p.m,

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I am rather
afraid that if we do agree with the last speaker and
suspend consideration of this Resolution that the
consequences for Mr. Dudley Seers shall be very
grave, because I see from the Resolution that Mr.
Seers is due to arrive here on or about the 12th No-
vember, and that means he is merely four days off
from here. If he is coming by air and we suspend
consideration of this Resolution, Mr. Seers will be
suspended somewhere between heaven and earth like
the mythical Mahomet’s coffin, and the pocr fellow
will not be able to land. Apparently, what has hap-
pened is that as ustal the Government decides %o
embark on these schemes and then treats the Legisla-
ture with disrespect by coming to us at the last mo-
ment for the money to finance its ill-advised ventures.

‘What I really believe has gone wrong in so far as
this statistician is concerned is that the phraseology
of the Addendum to the Resolution is really not what
1t should be. On the face of it, it appears to be hope-
lessly absurd, but I want to be charitable enough to
say that what is in the Addendum to this Resolution
is not entirely what is intended.

Be that as it may, it does appear as if it is some-
what fareical to solicit the services of an expert of
United Nations Technical Assistance Administration
in order to prepare for the establishment of a Statis-
tical Bureau for a one by four colony like Barbados.
After all, what important information can ever be
gleaned from a colony like this in order to justify
the procuring of one of the United Nations experts
for this colony? It does appear that the correct
procedure should have been to seleet a suitable officer
from the local (Government Service and send him
abroad to the appropriate place for the appropriate
training, so that on his return he would be able to
modify what he learnt to suit local conditions. The
most that an expert of the United Nations can do is
to eome here and endeavour to bring himself down
from the high pedestal of his learning as an expert
statistician to the level of what a similar post in Bar-
bados would entail, to arrange the necessary formulae
and the forms which the statistics in Barbados
should take and what not, show a few local officers
what should be done and then clear out. That is

‘why I say from my own point of view that the word-

ing of the Addendum is at fault.
into it.

Let me say that the most that can come from the
visit of Mr. Seers is that he himself would enjoy a lit-
tle vacation in a tropical climate, and while doing so
he may assist in the arrangement of the forms which
thege statisties should eventually take and leave local
personnel to carry on with what he started. I am
convineed that it would be unnecessary to spend over
£1,000 to obtain these results because the keeping of
the statisties is not a matter which yon ean inject into
the brains of a reasonably well qualified officer over-
night. The officer must have more than a nodding
acquaintance with economies; and certainly, one
should not be asked to assume that all you have to
do to qualify a local Civil Servant to be an expert
in this matter is to bring someone here for a few -
months as if the training only entails taking a syringe

More can be read
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and injecting training into his arm.  Certainly, it
must entail some study and more than an elementary
acquaintance with the science underlying the keep-
ing of statistics, and certainly, if all that be true,
the correct position to be adopted should have been
to select one of the qualified economists in the Gov-
ernment Service (and we have a few B.Sc’s), send
him abroad for the requisite training, and then let
him return with that training to establish and equip
a statistical department. i'%& s how it appea_s to
me and I shall be glad to be proved ineorrect.

6.05 p.m.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I am not
at all surprised at the scant courtesy with which
this House has been treated in this matter. If you
look at the Addendum to this Resolution, you will
find that in 1954 His Excellency the then Governor
told the Legislature about this idea of having a Statis-
tical Department and now just four days before they
expect to get this Officer, they come and tell us that
they want some money to do this thing. However, to
be frank, I do not agree with the hon. junior mem-
ber for St. Lucy that we should postpone the eon-
sideration of this Resolution because I am convinced
that there is the necessity for a statistical depart-
ment; but I wonder how the Government feels in this
matter. I remember well immediately after the War
when we had a lot of young progressive West Indians
in England who were willing to further their studies
in the particular line of public administration, I
remember saying then that it was so unfortunate
that you had a Colonial Secretary and an Attorney
General—I was challenged on it but it was not dis-
puted—who were really such hypocrites as to pat
people on their shoulders and then in private papers
write to say that the youngsters here were not suit-
able for training. In those days, to my way of look-
ing at it, they were unsuitable because of their limited
pigmentation. I remember well the ex-Governor, Sir
Alfred Savage, in one of his speeches from the
Throne, was very strong on this matter. I remember
further that when one of our young, gallant Barba-
dian boys came back here, for despite the faet that
he had been discouraged from taking any kind of
qualification for public administration, he went up
and got a degree in public administration. But he
was a way down the ladder and had nobody to pull
his strings. He was just the son of a poor Postman;
he had left Harrison College, won a Scholarship,
gone to England and studied : but he was a way down
the social ladder. However, he realised that he serv-
ed in the Armed Forces, in the Air Force and every-
thing else and he got his qualifications in public ad-
ministration. The next thing we heard was that the
then Governor said ‘‘we want to set up a Statisfical
Department in the Treasury’’ and this youngster was
sent to Jamaica and got some training. I would like
the Hon. Minister of Social Services to state what
happened afterwards. We must have a Statistical
Department but what I am worried about is this:
take this Addendum for example. Mr. Chairman,
in Trinidad, in Jamaica, in British Guiana in all
these colonies they select Civil Servants and get them
out to England and have them trained.

Now what we -find in this Addendum is this:

““In His Excellency the Governor’s Message No.
30 of 1954, the Legislature was informed that consul-
tations had taken place with the Chief Statistician
at the Colonial Office and Mr. Dudley Seers of the
United Nations Secretariat in connection with the
establishment of a Statistical Service for the Island,
and that as a result the Government had made appli-
cation to the United Nations Technical Assistance
Administration for the services of an expert to advise
and train suitable local personnel to carry on the
services.”’

They are bringing out somebody to train people
here. I believe that if members perused their Civil
List, they would find youngsters with Higher Certifi-
cates in Maths., who are now writing out summonses
in the Courts. A youngster will ask to be sent out, but
instead some numpkull, who may not have even a
School Certificate, might be offered a job without even
having the slightest acquaintance with that particular
job. If you bring this particular expert out here I
wonder if the position is going to be like the Labora-
tory and the Secretariat. You give a man a scholar-
ship, lend him money to go to England to get a diplo-
ma and then you will remove him from a First Grade
School and put him as a Secretary to a Ministry or
something like that.

I want to suggest to anyone in the Government
interested in the Civil Servants who have the neces-
sary ability and flair for statistics—and there are
quite a number of them—that Government must
cease to think that everybody must come in at a salary
of $40 or $42 a month. It does not matter how
brilliant you are, or whether you have the Higher
Certificate in Maths, because you are down and out
you must come in at the same salary. That sort of
thing needs to be revised.

6.15 p.m.

1 suppose only someone who has made friends
with the Mammon of Unrighteous will then put up
his fingers and stop this sort of thing. I am inclined
to say that we should bring the expert here; but (I
should like the Hon. Minister to listen to this) nct
under conditions as they are worded in this Adden-
dum. The Addendum says, ‘‘an expert to advise
and train’’ and I am taking exception to those
words. You may be able to advise as to how yeu
should treat your departments but you may not be
actually able to ‘‘advise and train’’ personnel. 1
am at a loss to understand what man there could be
at the United Nations who could come out here to
fulfil this mission in so short a time, You propose
to spend $4,900 and that is going to pay the clerk
in his office [A VOICE: And buy the desks] and
pay his hotel bills. I hope the Hon. Minister will
correect me if I am wrong. If for $4,900 you ar-»
going to bring somebody out here, how long is he
going to be able to stay? With the modern appara-
tus today in statistical departments, it took longer
than a month for Mr. Carrington who was sent to
the Savings Bank in British Guiana to get ac-
quainted with the apparatus used in that Baunk.
There are certain other things which you should
get and T do believe that you must have an expert;
but you should let him come here and see our general
setup and then make recommendations.

The hon. junior member for St. Lucy and the
hon. senior member for St. George have told us that
it takes much more than mere training of people in
a few months time to be able to carry on statistica®
work. Commonsense tells you that an expert ean-
not come here on this amount of money. He may be
an Englishman- who has got accustomed to the
American standard of living; and if he came here
he will have to give at least a tip at the Marine
Hotel. This $4,900 can hardly do much and I am
only hoping that this Addendum is inecorrect.

Now, we have for many years been voting money
for experts and money to send people abroad for
training in order that they might be acquainted with
and acquire knowledge in a particular subject or
line of work. I repeat that I hope that if we are
voting this money today, and we should have an
cxpert, I do not expect that in future another ex-
pert will be coming here to train anybody in sta-
tistical work. If that is so I consider we feel our-
selves very superior to other colonies in that we can
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“have an expert to train people in so short a time.

I hope that this is not just one of those things in
which we find somebody coming out to train people
'matter resolves itself into making
another big post for some Englishman in the colony.
We have to be ecareful now.  This money is for

_an expert to advise and train. What kind of advice

and training will he be able to give in just one
rmonth? Will the Hon. Minister tell us what has
become of Mr. Wilkie who was sent to Jamaica to
Le trained and who came back with qualifications n
this particular line of work? I hope the Hon. Min-
ister will tell us if he has been drafted into the ser-
vice in another direction, and if so, why? Ministers
are, of course, nothing to do with appointments in
the service; but in this connection I hope that Mr.
Wilkie has not been relegated to the limbo of things
forgotten merely because the eye of people in the

-Civil Service is fixed upon someone with better

connections or family ties. This young man was sent
for training on the recommendation of Sir Alfred
Savage. Now, today, who was the first to hint that
a statistical department was mnecessary for this

country? When it was found that he could not be

they took

3

shifted around the service as a cadet,
refuge in saying ‘‘let us send him to be an officer.’
In fact, they sent him to Jamaica to see how various

.departments were set up. He spent six months. Now,

you are going to bring an expert who is to train
somebody to do the work here. I hope I will get a
sufficiently good explanation and I hope that I am

‘mistaken and that the Addendum is worded wrong.

On the other hand, I should like to draw this
to the attention of the Hon. Minister: for the past
few years I know that in several Departments of
the (overnment youngsters have been making ap-
plication for transfers to go into certain particular
Departments of the Service because they feel that

‘they could do better. I know one case in which the

Head of a Department said to a certain young man
who is extremely well qualified and whose salary
is not commensurate with the work he does'in the
Department: ‘‘Much as I should like to see you get
through, I do not intend to let you get out of this
office. I eannot recommend you for going out of this
office.”” Imagine that you have a youngster in an

-office; he has the ability and you are going to keep

him down purely through selfishness. Whenever a
boy makes an appeal, the Head of the Department
says he is a good boy, keep him on starvation wages.
That is what happens when you have not got friends

‘at court; when you are not a political hireling; and

when you are not one of the people prepared tu
&ink your manhood.

Mr. Chairman, I hope that the Hon. Minister
will take note of what I have said. There are in
your service a lot of youngsters who are just (}is
gusted ; boys who normally cannot get into teaching
or just do not like it; lots of youngsters may be
that way. These are the type who would do well for
training, but are being kept down for one reason o1

-another. Finally, I repeat that an expert ecannct

come here and train these youngsters for this type
of work as I understand it is in’oenfled he should do-
Why not give them the opportunity to go abroad

_and receive this training?

6.25 p.m. )

Mr. VAUGILAN: Mr. Chairman, T am tempted
to rise 1o my feet by the type oi criticism to which
T have listened so far. The eriticism has been based
en pure assumption of time, when the Regolution does
not even suggzest anything of time. In no way does the
Resolution assume that this officer would come here
for a month or any length of time.

¢ Preliminary cost’’ are the two words used in
the Resolution; then there is the phrase: ‘‘no delay
in getting the work started.”” You cannot undo the
logic of those phrases. We all agree that the statis-
fical service ix necessary and that it is a big job.
This Resolution does not suggest that it is a small
one. All that it asks for is for money to meet the
preliminary expenses in the setting up of the office
I am going to read the whele of the Addendum line
oy line for honourable members to hear. [A VOICE:
We have read it.] It is as follows:—

“‘In His kixcellency the Governor’s Message No.
30 of 1954, the Liegislature was informed that consul:
tations had taken place with the Chief Statistician
at the Colonial Office and Mr, Dudley Seers of the
United Nations Secretariat in connection with the
cstablishment ol a Statistical Service for the Island,
and that as a result the Government had made ap-
plications to the United Nationg Technical Assistance
Administration for the services of an expert to ad:
vise and train suitable local personnel to ecarry
on the services.” [VOICES: Hear! hear!] This 1§
an expert from one of the departments of the United
Nationg Organisation whieh is vitally connected with
certain serviees to colomies. It offers aid to the col-
onies in certain technical knowledge by way of ex-
perts. This officer is not to be paid at all. [A VOICE:
Where did you get that?] If you read the Addendum
you wili see that this is for preliminary cost of the
projeet to the end of the financial year. It does
not say that at the end of the financial year the
project will ecease. It says, ‘‘Preliminary cost.”” It
ineludes an estimate of the cost of clerical assistance
and furniture which will be necessary for the estab-
lishinent of the office. This furniture is necessary
for the establishment of the office because it goes on
to say 1t wiil not be possible to prepare precise de-
tails until Mr. Seers comes. None of us knows what
1t will cost to set up the office; that is what we are
walting on Mr. Seers to know. Nor can we assulie
that he 1s going to set up the Statistical Office within
2 month and then go away. All that this Resolution
asks for is for money to set up an office for Mr.
Seers so that when he eomes here there would be no
delay in getting the work started.

.So far as I know about United Nations Techni-
cal Assistance Administration experts, their services
are offered for a certain time free. The colony te
which they are about to render their services hag to
make the preparations to veceive them by way of
furnishing an office, ete. There is no suggestion in
the Addendum to this Resolution that this money 13
to pay this expert or that he will be here for two
or three months. This expert is coming here to set
up a Statistical Service; whatever time that takes,
he will be here; whenever that is completed, he will
go. Let me say again that the whole eriticism has
been based on a time assumption but no time is
suggested in the Addendum to the Resolution at all.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, with respect to
this Resolution before this Committee for the setting
up of this statistical serviece, I think honourable
nicmbers will remember that six years ago I brought
an Address in this House which had as its object the
setting up of a statistical department. What is sur-
prising about this Resolution is that at long last it
18 here. However, we hope that such a department
will be created in the very mnear future.

Mr. Chairman, T believe honourable members
have been losing their grip on what is meant by
a Statistical Department. Let me say that a Statis-
tical Department is not a department which can be
created out of nonsense. We have asked for and have
been given Mr. Seers who is a celebrity in this branch
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of work as we all know, to say nothing of his services
to U.N.E.S.C.O. You will find that all experts serve
in the United Nations Technical Assistance Adminis-
tration and the salary which is paid to a gentieman
like Mr. Seers would be like that paid to a Governor
of these islands; certainly more than that paid to
the Ministers of this Government; it is at least a
galary equivalent to that paid to an American Gen-
eral. I think honourable members would agree to
that.

It is very obvious that the idea of bringing a sta-
fistician of tne standard and level ags Mr. Seers is be-
cause it is a question of organisation. To create such
a department would entail piles of work in so far as
research 1s concerned.

6.35 p.m. '

A man like this who is referred to here is in
himself a power house. Although I would agree
with you that you could send four or five members
of the Civil Service to function, the question is wheth-
er they would be able to lay the foundation to say
nothing of the piles of information which it is neces-
sary for this Department to keep within research.
As regards this frivolous sum of £1,000, you
could not even start a discussion on that; I do not
believe the Government would want to discuss that.
1 imagine that you would 'be expected to pay
part of this Officer’s expenses, his hotel bill,
travelling and incidentals but surely it could not be
based on much. I do not imagine it would be based
on three months. But this is service which is done
by the TUnited Nations all over the areas within
which there are participating Governments. 1 be-
lieve that every member of this Assembly must see
the necessity for and be aware of the importance of
such a department and what is more the training
which is done on the spot, to say nothing of the
research work which would be necessary to make
thiy department function. I would hesitate to think
that the Government would be willing to pay for it.
However, I believe that members of the House would
all be happy to pass this Resolution.

Mr. BRANCKER: Sir, notice of this Resolu-
tion was given on the Ist of this month and it is
lamentable having regard to the fact that this gen-
tleman is due to arrive here on the 12th instant;
however, we were given 12 days’ notice ahead of the

~date of his arrival. In other words, all of the ar-
rangements have presumably been made for him to
come ; his hotel must be booked and he is either now
a passenger on: a liner on his way out or he is mak-
ing his way to the Airport assuming that he will be
allowed to land and no exception would be taken to
this U.K. Official [laughter]. 1 do not think we can do
anything about this Resolution now in the way of not
passing because we would be putting this individual
in a position in which he would not realise he was
being placed by his sponsors here.

I am not saying that if there was any overwhelm-
ingly strong case for not having this individual here
that we would not be justified in throwing out this
Resolution and allowing this gentleman to return by
the same plane—it has happened quite recently—if
he found himself coming out here. In the circum-
stances there must be some advantage to this eolony
for a statistical department being properly set up.
I am concerned, Mr. Chairman, knowing Barbados as
I do, with the reference to the advising and training
of suitable local personnel to carrv on the sevvier.
Woe unto us if the Public Service Commission is the
body or sole body to decide who are the suitable local
personnel to be advised and trained. There is no get-
ting away from the fact that that Commission more

than most local bodies does not fail to show its pre--
ferences, its likes and dislikes. Ounly sometime ago
that body recommended for appointment in a legal
post in the Public Service a gentleman who did not
even apply for the post and who, according to the
gentleman himself, did not know that he had been.
recommended for the post. It rather suggests that
they look around and see who is a deserving case
of their own to recommend and whom they would
like to get preferment, and that person would be
regarded as one who is of suitable local personnel to-
train and carry on the Services.

I am afraid that there is still a preference being
exercised in favour of persons who are either of
social standing or the friends of persons not uncon-
mected with the Public Service Commission itself.
Obviously this gentleman who is coming out here
would not be in any position to decide after a short
visit ag to who are suitable local people to be trained
and that iy why I am stressing that if you cannot

prevent the local Public Service Commission from.

having a ‘‘look in’’ as regards making recommenda-
tions, they should not be the sole source of selection.
We know of cases—only a month or two ago I heard
of a case in which a most highly and extremely effic-
fent member of the Civil Service attached to the
Metropolitan Police Courts, sought assistance from.
the Govermment for a loan in order to proceed to
higher studies, and he was denied that assistance,
whether on the recommendation of the Public Service
Commission or the Fnancial Secretary, I do mnot
know; but I understand there has been a refusal to
belp Mr. Alleyne and that is a thing which is very
hard to justify. Mr. Alleyne is one of the most bril-
liant men in the Service today.

I must deprecate this very short notice which
we have had of this gentleman’s arrival and the faet.
that I would not be disposed to do anything from my
position in this Chamber to stop him or make him
turn back by refusing to grant this money. There is
no doubt that some of the money has already been
expended for his passage, but I would like an assur-
ance that it will be really suitable local personnel
whom he will be training. And I am not begrudging
a reasonable amount for the cost of furniture. After
all, this is necessary, but for future purposes I must
urge upon the (Government that they discontinue
giving such short notice and putting us in the posi-
tion where it is almost impossible for us to refuse:
to grant them a particular item of supply such as
the one which they happen to be seeking from us on
this occasion.

6.45 p.m.

Hon. Dr. H. ¢. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
there is really nothing to answer; but T just want to
remind hon. members of what was promised in the
Tive Year Plan, as they talk as though something

has been suddenly sprung on them. In the Five Year

Plan under the head Department of Statisties, (page
26) it reads as follows:—

“A department is needed to collate and distri:
bute information about population, employment
and migration, production, secondary industries
and construction, distribution (especially of food
supplies), shipping and other transport, domesti>
and external trade, wages and prices, national
income and finance. Tt would also be able to
advise the Secretariat and other Government
Departments in the interpretation of economic
and social statistics. It is proposed that the services
of an expert should be obtained to advise and assist
in the setting np of the Department: and that a
Barbadian should he selected for training possibly
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+~at the Canadian Bureay of Statistics with a view to

his appointment to the post of Government Statis-
tician. ’

That was ever since in 1951, under the Five Year
Plan. Then in 1954 a Message Was sent by the Head
of the Administration to this House. It reads as
follows :— ‘

‘‘His Excellency the Governor has the honour to
refer to the head ‘Department of Statistics’ on page
26 of the Five Year Plan, and to inform the Honour-
able the House of Assembly that consultations have

-taken place with the Chief Statistician at the Colo-

ial Office and Mr. Dudley Seers of the United
Nations Secretariat in connection with: the establish-
ment of a statistical Service for the Island. As a
result the Government has asked the Seecretariat to
make application to the United Nations Technical
Assistance Administration for the services of a
-guitable expert to advise the Government in the es-
ftablishment of the Service and in training local per-
-sonnel to carry it on.”

Thus application has been made to the Legisla-
fure for funds which are expected to e the obliga-
tion of the Government,

““It is proposed to submit a Resolution for the
required amount as soon as we have received word
from Mr. Seers and to arrive at a decision as soon as
possible.”’

Mr. GODDARD: When was that?

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: That was 23rd
November, 1954. The House had an opportunity then
Well why is Mr. Seers taken note
of? Mr. Seers, I understand, is a man on the top-
most level and is also connected with the University
of Oxford. [A VOICE: He is a wig.] I do not sup-
pose that you can pick up such fellows on the beach
any day. Arrangements have been made and we are
told that Mr. Seers should have come in January
1956; but on a sudden we were advised that he will

-come in late November of this year: hence the ap-

parent haste of this Resolution. He is expected on
the 12th November which is four days from now.
Now the hon. junior member for St. John said,
quite rightly, that Mr. Seers will not be paid. That
paid.
Ly the Government. There is an agreement that
in the case of all these United Nations experts nn

-salary is paid, but the Government pays one half of

the local living costs, transportation ete.,, I am sorry
1 did not have this file with me when 1 began to

‘introduce this Resolution and since then I have had

to send for it from the Secretariat. What we are
asking for now is up to 3lst. March, [A VOICE:

"You cannot go beyond that.] One half of local liv-

ing costs $1,300, local travelling $250, furniture and

-equipment $600, statistical equipment $500, contin-

gencies $200. The sum of $4,900 is asked for io

-eover expenses up to 31st. March as T said before.

Now this gentleman is coming down here to
advise and assist in setting up a Department of
Statistics. In connection with that, the hon. senior
member for the City mentioned some local gentle-
man. Of course, I am not in a position to say any-
thing about this gentleman. Quite obviously, I
cannot say anything about him; but it is stated in
His Excellency’s Message of November 1954 which
I have just read that ‘“a Barbadian should be

- selected.”” Well if this gentleman is partially trained,

it is quite obvious that he would not be overlooked.
But as I have said before, that is a matter for

Professor Seers to decide when he comes here. This

gentleman, and I suppose others, will be submitted,

and we will await his decision.

As T said before, there is really nothing for me
to answer but I just elected to remind hon. members
of their obligations when they accepted the Five
Year Plan and again when approval was given to
His Excellency’s Message of November, 1954, whic®
we are now called upon to honour.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I hope the hon.
member will see now the value of having files before
you when you are introducing a Resolution apper-
taining to that file. It hag been most valuable to get
that information and T tell you that a break down of
those figures should have been given in this Adden-
dum. [A VOICE: It would have have saved a de-
Late.] We have had some of them here already

and the principle is well established: but 1t
is. always well, in dealing with the people’s
money, to give as much information as pos?

sible. When the Hon. Minister read from the Five
Year Plan, 1 consider that they were thinking then
in terms of Canada ; because after or just before it
we had a Mr. Cough here; he ecame, I think, from
the Canadian Bureau of Statlstlcs That is what we
were thinking of then. This is another matter.
The first one to which I have already referred came
in a Message in November, 1954. It would be well
in future for the House to insist upon the relevant
Minister relying to things of that nature. That
matter, I repeat, relates to a time when we were
discussing the economy of the Colony and we were
considering money on immediate projeets. It is iv
the financial part of the Five Year Plan, because
such a plan was for development and taxatmn I am
again counselling the Government to give to the
House as much information as possible when they
introduce a measure like this. The Hon. Minister
would have saved a great deal of debate if he had
heen able to say: ‘“This is the reply to the state-
ment in the Five Year Plan.’’ I repeat, that a little
more information than was given would have saved

an extensive debate; instead, the lack of it has
raised a debate.
I am wondering whether it is because of the

Hurricane that Mr. Seers will be coming. If that is
so, I would tell him now, to go back; for this
reason: the whole Civil Service is working overtime
and we are thinking of the rehabilitation of our
people and their homes and I am not sure whether
this is really the best time for. the Statistician. He
mayv be able to help with the houses that are down;
but it may not be a good time for him to come here
at a time when we are so concerned Wlth the damage
done by the storm. :

The question that the Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without,
dwision. -
6.55 p.m.

Resolution No. 3 Postponed

Hon. Dr. H, G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
I am asking leave to postpone Resolution No. 3 and.
to proceed with Resolution No. 4,

There being mno objection, leave was-granted the
hon. member.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1955—56,
EMERGENCY FUNDS

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
—Resolution No, 4 is for the sum of $250,000 for
Emergency Relief Funds. As can be seen from
the Addendum to the Resolution, by Resolution No.
73/55 the sum of $120,000 was provided for food
distribution. Due to Government’s decision to extend
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the food distribution scheme to the end of October,
1955, a further sum of $85,000 is required.

In Resolutions No. 65/55 and No. 67/55 it was

agreed that the sum of $480,000 should be advanced
from the Public Treasury to meet expenditure in
connection with hurricane relief. Of this sum
$185,000 was spent by the Public Works Department
on urgent repairs to houses. It is estimated that a
further sum of $165,000 is now required to meet out-
standing commitments of all Government Depart-
ments. Of this amount, $125,000 is needed by the
Public Works Department to meet expenditure in-
eurred in repairing houses and Government property
damaged by the hurricane,
, The Addendum is quite explanatory. It sets out
the figures in connection with the food distribution
and what the Public Works Department needed for
4he repair of houses. I beg to move that the Reso-
lation do now pass.

Hon. C. B. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, the first thing I
am going to do is to appeal to the Hon, Minister in
charge of this resolution to see that Civil Servants
are more careful in the preparation of information
which is for the purpose of putting before the peo-
ple’s representatives. The Addendum to the Resolu-
tion starts off by saying ‘‘By Resolution No. 73/55.”
Well, I had great difficulty before I discovered to
what Resolution that 73/55 referred, because the
number of this Resolution with which we are dealing
is No. 45. 1 hope that Government will pay some
attention to that. I have been made to understand
that this 73/55 is the serial number which has been
given to this Resolution after it passed the Legisla-
ture and it is done in the same manner as they num-
ber the Acts when they pass the Legislature.

Mr. Chairman, there is a bit of information.which
I would like to get on this Resolution. Can we be
told now what is the extent of the damage done to
Government property by the hurricane? Has the
Government recovered anything or hope to recover
anything from the Tnsurance Company? I see in the
Addendum to the Resolution that $125,000 is needed
by the Public Works Department to meet expendi-
ture incurred in repairing houses and Government
property damaged by the hurricane. I know that
the Government gets a special rate by the Insurance
Company because Government buildings are not cov-
ered in the same way as private property; therefore,
I think we are due some information on the matter.
Everybody else is getting hurricane insurance and
I think it is time Government tell us something about
the matter. The way how it is stated here is a bit
complicated.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: All T can tell you at this
stage is that megotiations are still going on with the
Insurance Company. The accounts have been finally
made up and the claimg have been put in.

A VOICE: For how much money?

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: 1T really do not know.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, there are
one or two matters in connection with the repairs
of houses on which I should like some information,
and it is to be hoped that the Minister dealing with
this Resolution, although not the substantive Minister
for Housing, is appraised of all the relevant facts.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I rise
on a point of Order. There is another Resolution
coming up for consideration dealing with building
houses; and I am appealing to hon. members that
whatever comments they want to make on housing to
withhold them until we are dealing with that Resola-
-tion, '

Mr. CRAWEFORD: The Hon. Minister has
suggasted that we withhold our comments on housmg
for a later date.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS:
later date. We will deal with that to-night.
is one more Resolution which we will consider
before we get to that. I am again appealing to hon.
members to withhold their comments on housing until
we are dealing with that Resolution.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Very well

Mr. LEWIS: Seeing that this Resolution deals
with Food Distribution and some of it is for the
repairing of Government property, I do mot think
that I should lose opportunity of speaking on those
matters. As usual, we are getting these schemes com-
plicated. What I mean by that is that here is a
Resolution under Current Estimates for the repair
of houses and the money for the repairing of houses
is mixed up under three different funds.

7.05 p.m.

1t appears as if the repairs to housing are mixed
up under three different funds. You have hurricane
welief funds and you should find some means of

working them in the Estimates; if you have current.

Estimates and Capital Estimates for repairs, my
humble opinion is that Capital Estimates should re-
fer to the building of houses. This is like the Deep
Wiater Harbour; we voted money to pay for an in-
vestigation; we voted money for building roads, we
voted money for everything and we are not linking
it up with the Harbour at all. We have all these:

things here for the repair of houses; I think that we-

should be able to shift these funds around so that
you see that the Capital Estimates will be for the
building of houses, and this amount will be for relief
in repairing houses.
the extent to which Government buildings were dam-
aged because the Government will have to deal very

* sternly with some of these insurance companies

which seem to regard it their function, merely to col-
lect premiums. I should like to say that dealirg with
this matter purely through the secrecy of the Exec-
utive Committee might not do the Government any
good.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I am a bit confused as
to these figures here. I am not going to make a spzech
on this Resolution, I am keeping my speech for the
other Resolution. The Addendum to this Resolution
states this:—

“By Resolution No. 73/55 the sum of $120,000
was provided for food distribution. Due to Govern-
ment’s decision to extend the food distribution
scheme to the end of October, 1955, a further sum of
$85,000 is required.

In Resolutions No. 65/55 and No. 67/55 it was
agreed that the sum of $48,000 should be advanced
from the Public Treasury to meet expenditure in
connection with hurricane relief. Of this sum
$185,000 was spent by the Public Works Department
on urgent repairs to houses. It is estimated that a
further sum of $165,000 is now required to meet
outstanding commitments of all Governments. Of

this amount $125,000 is needed by the Public Works:

Department to meet expenditure incurred in repair-
ing houses and "Government property damaged by
the hurricane.”

I think that these figures are wrong.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: This $250,000 s

the $85,000 plus the $165,000. In the first paragraph

of the Addendum the sum of $85,000 is mentioned

and in the second paragraph the sum of $165,000 is
mentioned. Of this $165,000, $125,000 is needed tv
the Public Works. Therefore the $125,000 is taken

from the $165,000; all we are saying in respect of

the $125,000 is that it is taken from the $165,000.
Ml_'. E. D. MOTTLEY: The Hon.. Minister will’
appreciate that we are not trying in any way to hold

I did not say until a.
There-

I am sorry that I cannot hear-
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up this Resolution; but when this Resolution goes
to the Qther Place it will be found that the Adden-
dum is not clear.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: The sum of
$85,000 is required for food. $165,000 minus
$125,000 will leave $40,000 and that $40,000 will
make up the amount for food and the rest will be for
the Public Works Department for lumber, ete.

Mr. LEWIS: I think the Resolution which is
supposed to be No. 73 is the Supplementary Estimate
No. 37 of 1955-56. No. 73 is the serial number. I think
that they must be careful when they are doing these
things. This Resolution to supplement the Estimates
1955—56 is a Resolution for $200,000. I take it that
this $85,000 has already been spent and they need
coupons to redeem that amount,

715 pm i

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I remember well that in
the matter of insurance affecting Combermere
School, when I raised the question I was guceessful
then in getting the Government to agree to hold np
that Resolution until they had settled the matter
with the Insurance Company.

I am not pressing the matter today; but people
who suffered as a result of the hurricane here are
having some difficulty in getting their insurance
elaims met. I am saying this for this reason: we only
have a hurricane once in every generation and it has
been reported to me by a lot of people who have had
their houses insured that obstacles are being put in
the way of collecting their money. I say that those
actions are very dishonest. I munderstand that they
brought an Bnglishman down to Barbados to see how
best he can reduce the money to be paid for insurance
claims. While we find the small houses which the
Government has got put back, there are many people
who have had their houses insured and every at-
tempt is now being made to prevent them from col-
lecting their insurance. 1t is not at all a good adver-
tisement for any insurance company. 1 want this
made clear: if you are insured with a company, we
are voting this money today with a certain amount
of reserve; reserve because with the Combermere
matter, a tremendous amount of discussion took place
as to whether the damage sustained was due to a
hurricane or not. Some people are bold enough to
say that it was not due to the hurricane. [VOICES.
Shame! Shame!] There is no reason why property
which has been damaged should be allowed to remain
and deteriorate. If they are going to adopt that atti-
tude then let us get these Insurance Companies out
of the island. We have some representatives here
who only pay claims to certain classes of people.
Some companies realise that there has been a hurri
cane. I in my position as Churchwarden have been
very cautious in doing certain things. Take what was
done in the case of St. Barnabas for instance; what
was done was to the fact that we had dealt with
decent insurance companies and we could take thei
word. However, there are some insurance companies
whose word you cannot take. T hope that you have
had good surveyors to attend to the properties which
have been damaged to a greater or less degree.

You are going to take up this money to repair
properties; but I want you to understand this: that
certain companies are bringing people in to see how
much damage has been done and are doing every-
thing possible to prevent people from having their
claims met. T do not eare who is offended at this. This
Chamber is the place where such things should be
eriticised. It will be remembered what a great fight
vou had in the Combermere matter. You will remem-
ber also that you got a reply to the effect that it was
not due to the hurricane that it was damaged. Then,

at long last you got the money. All this money which
you are spending you should make sure that you
get it baci.

The question that this Resolution do mow pass
was put gnd resolved in the affirmative without dgvis-
20N,

Head IV Auditor General

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS': Mr. Chairman,
the next Resolution is for the sum of $4,879. It is un-
der different heads and according to custom the Reso-
lation will be dealt with under these separate Heads.

Head IV—Auditor General was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Head IV —
Auditor General: the note says:

(1) It was necessary to import a part for
the Underwood Adding Machine to replace the
original one which had become worn and unser-
viceable. This expenditure, which amounted to
$56.24, was unforeseen and therefore could not
have been included in the original estimate. In
addition there have been increased requirements
under this item as a result of staff increases, Sup-
plemientary Provision of $100 is therefore neces-
sary.

Then there is stationery for which supplement-
ary provision is required in the sum of $50. I beg to
move that Head IV stand part.

Hon, C. B. TALMA : T beg to second that,.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I am commenting
on Note 2 which states ‘‘the requirements have been
greater than anticipated owing to the increase in the
volume of work as well as to the appointment of
additional staff to the Department.”’

Do you mean to say that because you put addi
tional people on the staff that you must have addi
tional stationery. However, I am not pressing the
point.

The question that Head IV stomd part was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division,

Head XV Police

Head XV was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Head XV deals
with the purchase of horses. It is set out here in the
note that this additional cost is due to inereased
freight charges which were not anticipated when the
horses were ordered. In other words the increase 1s
not due to an increase in the price of the horses but
to an inecrease in the freight rates’’. .. an order was
placed earlier this year for two horses at a total cost
of $1,500.”’

I beg to move that Head XV gtand part.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : I beg to second that,

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, there is really one
little question 1 have to ask at this stage. I have
pever imported a horse myself; but do you really
set out to put a horse on board a ship before know-
ing the freight charges? Or it depends upon the way
the horse behaves on board ship that they charge you
more or less; or is it dependent upon the horse’s ap-
petite? [A VOICE: He may take sick.] Somebody
has said he may have taken sick. The note states ‘‘due
to an increase in the freight charges which were not
known until after the horses had reached the Island’’.
Do you mean to say that they have accepted the
horses subject to the inerease being made on the high
seas? T imagine that if you were buying a horse from
somebody, they would charge you, say, before hand
$40 or $50 for freight.

The question that Head XV stamd part was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

7.25 p.m.
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Head XXIII General Hospital
Head XXIII (2)—General Hospital—was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: The incinera-
wor at the General Hospital is not inadequate @
meet the increased needs of the hospital; in other
words it is too small. A Board of Survey has recom-
mended that this incinerator be replaced by a large
and more efficient one, and the present machine be
used at an institution where disposal is neither
bulky nor excessive.

An estimate of the funds which will be neces-
sary to carry out the replacement is as follows:—

Incinerator (F.0.B.) £362 $1,737.60
Freight Insurance ... 500.00
Cost of building to house
incinerator v 2,000.00
Unforeseen contingencies and
incidentals 262.40
$4,500.00

As honourable memlers know, the question of
building a new hospital is still under examination
and even though we are getting this done we are not
permanently stopping up or proceeding on the old
plan: but in any case this incinerator will be need-
ed because the new hospital when expanded will
come to over 500 beds, and the old incinerator is
too small even as the Hospital is with 400 odd beds.
If that is so. you can see that to a greater extent it
will be too small for a large Hospital. As regards
the old incinerator I think a wse will be found for
that at some other institution.

I beg to move that Head XXIIT (2) stand part.

Hon. C. B. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS. The first thing I would like to
know, Mr. Chairman, is why should there be a Board
of Survey for this incinerator. I can well under-
stand a Board of Survey going to see if an engine
or an entire motor lorry at the Public Works De-
partment or the Highways and Transport Depart-
ment or the Waterworks Department is worthwhile
repairing or saying ‘‘let us get a new motor,”’
but to tell me that if an incinerator is of a certain
capacity, and you want one of a greater capacity,
and because of that you get a Board of Survey, I
cannot see with you. Do you mean to tell me that
you get a Board of Survey to give you an incinera-
tor of a greater capacity? That is absurd. From
your own experience, you should know that if it can-
not take what you have to put into it at one time
you will have to get one of a larger capacity; you do
not have to condemn it if it is of too small a capa-
city for you. To put that in here, is nonsense.

I am wondering if the Government is considering
taking out the old incinerator and putting it at Gov
ernment Headquarters. Some time ago Governmem
came here with a Resolution for furniture for pub-
lic rooms and an incinerator at the Ministerial Build-
ings ‘at Bay Street. I think the incinerator cost
$1,000. I am wondering if the Government—

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
I rise on a point of order. I think the honourable
memiber should have heard me to say that I think
we can find use for this old one. That is what 1
have in mind to do with it.

Mr. LEWIS: That is alright. It is quite ob-
vious if we can save a dollar you save it.

Hon. Dr. H. 6. H. CUMMINS: The sum of
$1,000 is voted to buy an incinerator for the Minis-

terial Buildings, but we have it in mind to earry
this old one at the Hospital to the Ministerial Build
ing.
Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, the assurance
which the Hon. Minister has given us is quite in-
teresting, but there is something else which puzzles
me. When we gave them the money for the pur-
chase of the incinerator for the Ministerial Buildings,
of course, we forgot to ask at the time what the in
cinerator would cost; it was coupled with the fur
niture for the public rooms. I wonder if the Min
ister can tell us. )

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman
I think the honourable member is out of order; he
is referring to a vote which has passed this House

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, that statement
by the Minister proves that he is alert. What is
more interesting is to know that the cost of the build-
ing of a house for the incinerator is going to cost
$2,000.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: To which building are you
referring ?

Mr. TUDOR: If Your Honour will look at the
Resolution, you will see that a building to house tha
incinerator is estimated to cost $2,000. Perhaps the
Hon. Minister will tell us whether that sum is the
very least for which you can erect a building to
house the inecinerator. I take it that it would have
to be a structure of stone or bricks, but the cost does
seem to me to be excessive and I am wondering whe-
ther the Hon. Minister can assure us that this sun
is the very least for which this incinerator can be
housed.

The Hon. Minister has also drawn in to good
measure an estimate of $262.40 for unforeseen con
tingencies and incidentals. We are always remind
ing Government in this House when it is asking u:
for these things that they should estimate them to
the nearest dollar. We have got the impression that
they do not mind very much how generous they are
in spending and perhaps we lose a lot of money that
way.

7.35 p.m.

One thing strikes me as being very significant
and it is that with regard to this question of the in-
cinerator, it is easy to choose an alternative which
has been in the minds of some people. It has even
been suggested earlier in the evening that there
is a political party in existence which specialises 1u
the burning of documents. It is a pity that the Gov-
ernment could not have saved money by asking the
Democratic Labour Party to burn its documents for
it.

The question that Head XXIII (2)—General
Hospital—stand part of the Schedule was put and
resolved wn. the affirmative without division.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman
I beg to move that a Resolution for $4,879 do now
pass.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : T beg to second that.

The molion was put and agreed to.

HURRICANE REHABILITATION

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: The next Resolu-
tion, Mr. Chairman, is the one which has been cir-
culated. I intimated earlier today that I would ask
for leave to change the figures from $500,000 to
$716,000. I will give the reasons for -doing that as
I go along. This money is needed for the further
repair of chattel houses which have been damagec
sy the storm, according to the estimates which
were given to us over the week-end. That is one
reason why we are asking for the increase from thc
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original amount of $500,000 which was the amount
of the Resolution which has been circulated. This
will be the final instalment for these housing repairs
but this does not take into account the provision
which has been made for victimg who were told to go
ahead and repair their own houses and who have
done such repairs and who will be given assistancc
by the Government. Those figures have not all been
given to us. As far as we can gather, this $710,000
will complete the repairs of houses to be done by the
Housing Board.

Hon. members will be interested to know, as they
will see, there are 8,493 houses repaired by the Hous-
ing Board, the Public Works Department, Parish
Rzelief Comimittees and Plantations and there yet
reuains about 5,350 houses to be repaired, houses
which are considered repairable. As far as we can
gather, there are 799 or 800 houses which are consid-
ered to be not repairable.

Honourable members will remember that we
had various votes for repairs to houses. From the
speeial Reserve Fund there was $150,000; from the
Supplementary Estimate No. 36, $200,000 voted tc
the Public Works Department; from the Special
Reserve Fund, $135,000; in Supplementary Estimate
No. 45 $125,000; which makes a total of $610,000
We now estimate that we need $710,000 which wii
bring the grand total to about $1,320,000. I want
it to be clearly understood that this money is fo1
the repairs of houses. We have already voted money
for the bwilding of prefabricated houses and flats.
this amount is separate and distinet from that. A
honourable members know, we have had to ceasc
operations for the past few days due to a shortage
of lumber. We expeet that some lumber will b
arriving towards the end of this week and as soon as
this lumber is received we will go on again with
repairs as we have done in the past. We took the
opportunity over the week-end due to the cessation
of work to make a fresh survey and as a result of
this fresh survey we have arrived at the total of
5,350 more houses to be repaired which will require
in the vicinity of $710,000.

7.45 p.m.

That ig the information we have to hand. 1
+hink it is quite clear and I suppose honourable mem-
bers will be interested to hear the number of houses
in each parish that are considered repairable. In
St. Michael 1,788; in Christ Church 1,621; St.
Thomag 261; St. George 645; St. John 105; St
Joseph 116; St. James 176 ; St. Peter 55; St. Andrew
74, St. Lucy 60; St. Philip 530. There are 795
that are consider~d unrepairable.

As far as this 799 is concerned I think the pre-
fabs and terrace houses will take care of that. T
beg to move that thig Resolution for the sum of
$710,000 do now vpass. [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Does
the number for St. Michael cover the City?] Yes.

Hon C. E. TALMA : T beg to second that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The Hon. Minister has in-
troduced this Resolution for the Minister of Hous-
ing; but I presume that he is acquainted, himself,
with the important facts of the Government’s policy
with regard to this matter. Now, to begin with I
believe that the Government is considered optimistic
if it believes that the amount called for today will
conclude the hurricane housing programme. But
they will find in a very short space of time, thau
with over 5,000 houses still to be repaired and 799
unrepairable that the money called for in this
Resolution is insufficient to cope with the situation.
There are one or two matters on which I need some
information and the first is this: I presume all along
that the Government’s policy in this matter had

been to repair or build houseg for people who,
through poverty, were unable to do so themselves.
Yet I iind that the Government are only repairing
the front houses of those damaged buildings and
refusing to touch either the shedroofy or the kitch-
ens. Well| now, throughout the country districts
there 1s aJ'lo_t of dissatisfgetion on that score; he-
cause as you know, Mr. Chairman, the average
16" x 9" o1 18" x 10" house in the country district
cannot proyide adequate accommodation for a man,
his wife andi five children, and these shedroofs have
to be put ¢on in order to provide additional accom
modation for the family. It is true that you cannoi
give them haek everything, as the Honourable Minis-
ter says; but that is not the point. If you are
repairing houses for people who cannot repair ther:
for themse]i)ves, you really cannot stop at the front
houses. Scores of people have been approaching m.
on the matter and scoreg have been to the Parochial
Authorities| on the matter and nothing can be don¢
because it is the Government’s policy not to touch
the shedroofs and the kitchens. They sometimes put
back the shedroof and leave the kitchen down. It is

my opinion: that so long as the people are too poor -

to help themselves that the Government should put
back the shedroof and the kitchen. Numbers ol
these shedroofs have shattered to pieces and yov
can neither get labour nor material to put them
back. I am really expressing my own conviction
that for the people who are too poor to put back
up their own sheds and kitchens, something should
‘be done about it by the Government.

There ggain, I want to find out from. the Hon.
Minister why the Government has reduced the wages
to be paid to the foreman and artisans on this hur-
ricane housing project. As from last week the wages
have been reduced. Well now, before wages were
reduced, there was a lot of criticism that the houses
were not b{ing properly repaired. The moment the
Government reduces the wages, you can expect that
you are goihg to have bad work done; because there
is bound t‘; be more dissatisfaction. The Govern-
ment must| have some valid reasons for reducing
these wages; and since the people themselves have not
been told, i think now is opportunity for the Gov-
ernment to make some statement on the matter.

Finally, T do feel steps should be taken to ex
pedite this repair programme. The labour is avail-
2ble and certainly if we have reasonably good sup-
plies of the material we need there should be no
cause for delay. There should be material in the
country by now. Thtre is no point in underestimat-
ing our reguirements and then every other week
running short. We should have had supplies from
the very first week after the hurricane or from the
very first week after we were told the number which
was Trevainable. It seemg to me that accurate
estimates should have been made, and I suggest
that this should be dome. In addition to that, the
namber of workmen engaged in the various parishes
should be doubled in order to get through with th»
work at a faster rate; otherwise at the rate at which
we are going in general, next year we will still
have houses under repair. There is no proper policy
behind the repair of these houses. You have, I think,
in parishes like St. Philip and Christ Church to
double your labour foree. In every district, in almost
every street and road, houses are still flat on the
ground and unhabitable; and there is no lack of
labour, no lack of supervision and no lack of money
to get the job done. At the rate at which we are
now going we are going to be faced with doubie
expenditure. It is hampering other aspects of com-
munity life and still eventually we are going to be
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forced to find money and material to repair these
houses. The longer these houses remain on the
ground, the worse is their condition. A lot of ma-
terial which was available from the damaged houses
a month after the storm, is there up to today; and
even the Government must understand that the
lenger a house remains damaged or unhabilable i:s
condition must deteriorate. I'here can be no reason
for carrying on the programme in the dilatory
fashion in whick the Government is doing today.
7.65 pm.

We should nave a far bolder policy in this mat-
ter. From the first week in (ctober, we should have
sent out orders and got the materials here from-
wherever you could get them, but do not go on
picking, and picking, and paying no due attention
to a problem as big as this. It seems to me that the
numbker of houses given by the Hon. Minister today
as yet under repair is bigger than what we were
told two or three weeks ago; the number seems to be
growing. 1 tell you that the rate at which they are
going oh and repairing parts of houses and going
back to them, they will not be finished within the

" the next two years.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I do feel
that on this matter so many Resolutions have come to
this House from time to time that it is difficult to
say precisely with what speed they have been work.
ing; but there is no aspect of the matter mentioned
Ly the last honourable member to which one should
pay attention. We will have to be aware of it and
try our best to see that it does not occur. If we do
nct we will find that the hurrieane season for 1956
will come around and find a large number of houses
still under repair.

When this Resolution was introduced a remark
was used in introducing it that this money was to
be used for the building of chattel houses. I want to
make it clear that many of the people abroad who
have given money towards the relief of the people
have given it without any stipulation, and we all
agree that the people who are in greatest need should
be assisted first. There are some stone houses that
have been completely demolished, and some attempt
should be made to make them habitable. I am one
who do not subscribe to the idea that because a man
may live in a house which is not a chattel house,
therefore, he is not a poor man. The suggestion has
been made that you should build houses of a more
permanent structure, and there are people who are
prudent enough to provide themselves with a strue-
ture a little better than a chattel house. What is
worrying me ig this: Are you going to say that those
people are not deserving of any public assistance on
an occasion such as this? If that be the case, it
would be a penalty to the men and women who are
prudent enough and had made some saving during
their life time to do such a thing and who had not
squandered all their money in useless things. T make
bold to say that some people are as poor as they want
to be in that a man or woman may spend his money
so badly that he does not have anything; he may
not look upon the procuring of a home as the first
essential. Some people say that as long as an 18in. x
9in. house can hold them that is enough for them,
and they spend their money in other ways. That is
why T said, T do not subscribe to the idea that be-
cause a man lives in a house that is not a chattel
house, therefore he is not a poor man. Tt would be
one of those cheap political ideas to say that. Tt is
a fact that some people who live in a house a little
better than a chattel house are as poor as dirt. 7
have known instances where peovle started to huild
houses and the hurricane came along and blew them

to Lits. I am sure that souie of those houses have
not been insured. With the Government as generous
as it is, and along with the people from abroad who
bave given their pennies or dollars, I do not think
those people who have suffered loss will feel pleased
to see that there will be a policy that the only houses
which Government is going to repair are chattel
houses. 1f (Government is only going to repair chattel
houses, can they say up to what size house will be
repaired? We have many a working class man today
to whom somebody has left a little land, and he has
bought some stones and built a stone house, but that
does not mean that he is not a poor man. I do hope
that this suggestion that this money will only be
used for the repair of chattel houses will not find
{fevour.

There is another point which L wish 1o make,
1f you want to rehouse the people of Barbados quick-
ly (and the honourable senior member for St. Philip
also made this point) by what is now described as
“flying squads,”’ I do not think that is the only
means for doing the job. There are many people
who have suffered damage and some attempt should
ve made to assist those people who are willing to
help themselves and willing to speed up the pro-
gramme. There are some people who have left their
touses unattended mainly on the basis that the Gov-
crnment must fix them; they are of the opinion that
if they effect the repairs themselves they will not be
rexmbursed in the end or be given any assistance for
so doing. If you want to rehouse these people and
to do so quickly, a real attempt must be made to help
those people who are interested in helping themselves
and who want to get themselves back under their
ow~ shelter,

I share the view of the honourable senior mem-
ber for St. Philip that you cannot employ too many
people on this programme because there are other
things to be done for the community which you must
do. You should try to rehabilitate these people as
quickly as you can so that they will be able to per-
form their regular domestic life in comfort. You
should try your best to remove them from the sechools
as quickly as possible. I was amazed last Saturday
night to find that the Bay Street School and the
building for the Ministries were still in use ag shel-
ters. (Government should not allow this long period
of shelter at these institutions. The education which
is being given now to the children at those schools
is nothing for us to be proud about, and the elemen-
tary school teacher is still being used as a glorified
warden. You must make an attempt to see that this
aspect of life go back to normal as quickly as possi
Lle, therefore, if you must increase your labour force
tc meet that end, do so. This is a job which has to
be done. It has arisen out of a disaster. I do feel
that some positive attempt should be made to speed
it up.

I heard a solte woce remark asking whether 1
want to have 5000 houses repaired in a week. I
gay, yes, if you can repair 5,000 in a week, by all
means, do it. It is better to do it in a week than to
do it in five weeks. I do not agree that you shouid
complete the whole lodgings of a large house, because
I do not feel the present organisation is adequate
enough to cope with the problems.

2.05 p.m.

T do feel that you have to approach such a mon-
umental problem in a monumental manner. T do
feel that this idea of keepine people out of their
home depresses the community generally: it
depresses the aspect of life among those peonle
and von do mnot oot the maximtum from the
community when a section of it is still living

h!"\,v
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under these conditions, I am sure thai there
is room for expansion of the work; if any-
thing can be added to the Housing Board or
the Public Works Department so as to give relief,
do that by all means. Attack this problem in a man-
ner in which you can be relieved to deal with other
problems: otherwise you will be dealing with a prob-
lem which is not of a productive nature; but it will
be of a relief nature and your whole force will be
handling this problem. We have to do our respec-
tive jobs and it is time that Government, if by exam-
ination, it has found that there is room for expan-
sion, then you should expand your programme so that
it can be dealt with. The point I am making fin
ally just as I have begun, is that I do not like the
suggestion that you are only going to repair chattel
houses because it connotes that any man who 1s
living in a house other than a chattel house is not a
POOr man,

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: As far as the
other type of man who is not considered a poor man,
the Government is not unmindful of him but we
have not yet reached a policy in that regard. We
are not unmindful of the type of person who Jls
willing to help himself. As far as the rate at which
chattel houses are repaired, that is at about 1,004 a
week; but we have reached the stage where bigger
houses have been demolished and the rate of repair
has not been as rapid as before. Some of these are
flat and therefore the rate at which we are going is
slower than before.

Mr. LEWIS: I should just like to say that I
do not like this emphasis on chattel houses although
1 think that that is the type of house which the
Government should set about to repair first. The
Covernment itself has been encouraging pecple to
build houses of wall and it is not right to say that
the man with the small wall house is not really in-
jured or that he has not been taken advantag: of,
in these various losses of $120 and things liks that.
I hope the Government will be sympathetic abeut
this matter.

What I would like to know is this: I do not
think it is right to put this matter under Capital
Expenditure, but I see they have started off in that
way. I wonder if the Hon. Minister eould give us an
idea as to how these Funds are going. I know that
+here are_available Funds, Revenue Balances, De-
velopment and Welfare Money and other special
Funds but have we really got this money under avail-
able funds? Or will we divert—[Hon. Dr. H. G. H.
CUMMINS: We will get it from Available Funds.]
T do not know if the Available Funds can stand this
position at this time. T know that money which is
available will be sent out of the island and invested
I hope that we have some justification for doing
what we are doing here now and that there will noet
bYe any trouble afterwards. (

Some years ago when Resolutions came down after
the Estimates had been laid, we used to get some
gort of statement; and now we have a Financial
Secretary and an Accountant General, we should be
able to get some figures from the Treasury as to the
prospect of releasing our taxation. Something like
that should be put before us so that we can see that
these available funds are going to be puffed mp thig
year and we hope that they will come out Square.ly'
on it. Tt is really $910,000, nearly $1 million, which
we have supplemented for Available Funds and T
hope that the Heads under which they will get 1t will
permit them to have it. K

T should like to say that there are some parts of
the City of Bridgetown, and perhapg other parts of
the island too, which have not yet been touched in so

far as the repair of houses is concerned and I men-
tioned that so that some direetion should be givex.
There is not a single house repaired in Mason Hall
Street, Hutson’s Alley and places like that and I
think there must have been an oversight.

Mr. Chairman, I canunot help but mention this:
when we were first told of the figures concerning the
damaged houses, we were given that it was 7,742
unrepairable and that we may be faced with only
1,309 to be repaired. Unless it takes into account
those that were repairable it would appear to me that
the figure was really 11,000 houses and not 7,000. It
I8 very regrettable if somebody has gone around and
given the Government the impression that it was
7,000 when it was really 11,000,

8.15 p.m.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr, Chairman, I think that
the—

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: The hon. mem-
ber must have been sleeping. I did say that we are
awaiting all returns. We have not got many re-
turns and—

Mr. LEWIS: I should like them to bear this in
mind: it is alright to say that you are going to en-
tertain these claims; but in the meantime you should
tell the people also where to send in this information.
Nobody seems to be able to tell them. It is alright to
say that at some future time you are going to enter-
tain these claims; but for the present, put some notice
in the Newspapers stating that claims can be sent to
Mr. So and So. You do not have to commit yourself
as to whether you are going to pay some or all. But
do not delay because it would be dangerous.

The question that this Resolution do mow pass
was put and resolved in the offirmative withou?
division. .

On motion of Hon, Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS
seconded by Hon. C. E. TALMA the Chairman re-
ported the passing of five Resolutions in Commitiee
and the postponement of one.

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

On motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS,
seconded by Hom. . B. TALMA the Resolutions
were read a first and second time and agreed to.

McLEOD ENABLING BILL

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I think the
konourable senior member for the City would like
te do a Private Member’s Bill.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I am asking leave to
take Order No. 6 as the next Order of the Day.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Lomourable member,

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, this is a
Bill which seeks under the Solicitors Act to authorise
that Mr. Alexander MecLeod, having satisfied the
Chief Justice of this Colony as to his qualifications,
ke duly admitted to practise as a solicitor, The his-
tory of this matter ig that Mr. McLeod who is a
solicitor registered in the mneighbouring Island of
St. Vincent was selected by the Secretary of State
to be a Police Magistrate in Barbados, which office
be performed from the year 1946 until his retire.
ment on 18th April, 1954. He has since retired, as
everyone knows, and this Bill geeks to give him the
authority to practise as a solicitor in this Island.
The necessary approval has already been given by
the Board and Council of the Barbados Law Society,
which Body has also communicated the information
to the Government. I, therefore, beg to move, with-
out further ado, that this Bill be now read a second
time.
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Mr. BARROW : I beg to second that.

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the afftrmative with-
out dwision.

On motion of Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY seconded
by Mr. BARROW Mr. SPEAKER left the Chan
and the House went into Commitiece on the Bull
Myr. SMITH being tn the Chair.

On motion of Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY seconded
by Mr. E. W. BARROW the Preamble was pos:-
poned.

Clause 1 was called.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that
Clause 1 stand part.

Mr. BARROW: I beg to second that.

The question that Clouse 1 stand part was pul
and resolved in the affirmative without dwision.

Clause 2 was colled.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that
(lause 2 stand part.

Mr. BARROW : I beg to second that.

Clause 3 was called.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I beg to. move that
Clause 3 stand peart.

Mr. BARROW : I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS There is a revised form for Clause
8 and I sugges! that it be adopted.

Mr. E. D MOTTLEY: I accept the revised
form.

The question that Clause 3 stand part was pul
and, resolved in the affirmaiwe without division.

On motion of Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY seconded
by Mr. E. W. BARROW the question that the
Preamble stang port was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

Ow motion of Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY seconded
ty Mr. BARROW Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the
passing of the Bill as amended in Commatiee. Mr
SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported ac-
cordingly.

On motion of Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY seconded by
Mr. E. W. BARROW, the Bill was read a third
time and passed.
8.25 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

The Order Paper having been fized.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that this House do now adjourn—

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, before the ques
tion is put, I am asking leave for Item 36 of Private
Members Business be made Item No. 1.

There being mo objection, leave was granted
the Hon. member.

Hon. Dr. H. . H. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that this House do now adjourn until Tuesday
next, 15th November, 1955 at 3 o’clock p.m.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : T beg to second that.

Hour of Meeting of the House

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move as
an amendment that this House do now adjourn
until the same day, at 10 o’clock a.m. In doing so,
I am following up the suggestion made on the last
oceasion by the Hon. Leader of the House.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I do not agree with
that motion.

Mr. LEWIS: I am not doing it because I am
a leisured gentleman. It is far to the opposite. 1
feel that it is something which should be considered
by this House. However, it seems obvious that this
motion will not find a seconder —

Mr. SMITH: I beg to second the motion.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I am not going to sup
port it for the simple reason, Mr. Speaker, that
while I agree with my colleague that you should
have some change in the hour for adjournment, I
agree that the hour for meeting should be 3 o’clock.
[ am surprised to see the hon. junior member for St
Joseph seconding the motion of my colleague. I can
very well see from the face of the Hon. Leader of
the House that he would appreciate a closing down
of the House at 9 o’clock at night. This carrying on
until 11 o’clock and 12 o’clock at night must weary
vou. I may say, if you do not realise it that when
you start laying traps for people, you are laying
them for yourself.

Mr. Speaker, I am supposed to be the most
sickly man in this House, but I can tell you that ii
Y am really prepared I can stand up to any grind.
[ ecan stand up to late meetings if I want to.

I am wondering if the Minister would agree
although we have not had the Rules amended yet
that we should begin at 3 o’clock and finish at 9
o’clock. That is what I think it should be. I am no
going to support the motion of my colleague and
I am suggesting to him to withdraw it.

I may say this: if the meetings of this Houss
are ecarried: on every meeting like this meeting when
the Minister was willing to set out and give
information as the Hon. Leader of the House has
done tonight in dealing with this Resolution for
$710,000, I am sure it would not be necessary to
meet after 9 o’clock on Tuesday nights. Apparently,
some Ministers feel that by giving information for
the benefit of this side of the House they are doing
somebody a favour. You do get some of the Minis
ters over there being possessed of the feeling thar
they should not give information on any measure

However, Mr. Speaker, I feel that this House
should adjourn until 3 o’clock next Tuesday, and I
am supporting the Government on that. If you ad-
journ until 10 o’clock those members of the public
who do not have the time to come at that hour
would not be able to follow politics well. I am sure,
Mr. Speaker, you will readily agree that the meet-
ings of this House should start at 3 o’clock and end
at 9 o’clock. I am wondering if the Hon. Leader
of the House would assure us that this House would
be adjourned at 9 o’eclock whep it meets,

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Indeed, Mr. Speaker, I
am not the most sickly member in this House; as
a matter of fact, T feel I am the strongest, but I am
not going to agree to any suggestion that Parlia-
ment should meet at 10 o’clock in any tropical
country. We have had that experience already when
Parliament used to meet at 12 o’clock noon, and
we have had to change it. T eame to this House when
its meetings began at midday and the majority of
the then hon. members objected to coming at mid-
day on two grounds. One ground was that the House
was meeting at a time when members had to forego
a whole day’s work, and when they were not work-
ing in the House for a half day, that is, they came
in at the middle of the day to begin their work.
I feel that the time of meeting now is quite alright.
The suggestion by the hon. junier member for the
City to come to this Chamber at 10 o’clock in the
morning is a joke, as well as that by the hon. senior
member for the City who suggested that this House
should sit until a certain period is anether joke.
Let me tell this House that the Jamaica House
of Representatives ig now adopting the attitude of
the Barbados House of Assembly by beginning to
git late in the afternoon and going on until late at
nights. The suggestion of limiting the time of
Parliament when that Parliament only sits once per




‘é

NOVEMBER 8, 1955

1715

week is a joke. Do you realise what it means if
you say that this House of Assembly should meet
at 3 o’clock in the afternoon and adjourn at :i
o’cloeck pm.? If you do that, you would be forced
to adjourn at 9 o’clock irrespective of what business
there is to be done by Parliament.

Mr. SPEAKER: I can tell the hon. member
that in the new Rules for this House there is a
Rule for the adjournment of the House at a speci
fied time.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am, saying, that a time
limit for Parliament is a joke. In the House of
Commons where they meet four days a week there
is a time limit, but they do not stick to that; and
there is no point in our copying the Rules of the
House of Commons, lock, stock and barrel, especially
when, it is taken into consideration that this House
meets for the most part once a week. Very rarely
does it meet more than once a week. We are com-
ing here once a week and if it means meeting 1t
3 o’clock and staying until 1 o’clock in the early
hours of the next day, why cannot we do it? When
members face the electorate to come here, they do
not make these suggestions. My attitude is that
you should meet at 3 o’clock and adjourn when you
have finished the business of the day. I know what
is the state of health of the hon. senior memker for
the City, and I can tell him that it is better for
his health when this House meets at 3 o’clock in
the affernoon than for it to meet in the heat of the
sun, ‘

Mr. Speaker, I am going to oppose any sug-
gestion of our meeting in the heat of the sun.
8.35 p.m.

We can meet at any time but I am not suggest-
ing that we meet at 10 o’clock in the morning. We
can meet at 8, 9 or 10 o’clock but when we meet in
the afternoon hon. members are given the oppor-
tunity of doing a bit of business which they have to
perform during the day and then they can come
here and spend seven or eight hours in doing public
business. Very few hon. members go to bed at any

9 o’clock [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: How does the
hon. member know that?] Not one of them goes to
sleep at 9 o’clock.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: On a point of order.
I am a married man and I resent that statement
being made in this House.

Mr. P. . WALCOTT: I know that the hon.
member might go to sleep at 9 o’clock but he comes
cut at 12 o’clock [Laughter] No hon. member can
claim that be sits up until 9 o’clock and then he
is like a little boy whom his mother puts to bed.
We know where we meet them. Do you think that
after nine o’clock those hon. members go to bed?

The occasions on which we sit until one o’clock
a.. are very few. I feel that we have been running
very well indeed. The Adwvocate has taken the op-
portunity to say that we should meet at 10 o’clock
a.m. but when we met at 12 o’clock noon the
Adwvocate said that we should meet in the afternoon.
However, we only have a year here now and we
can leave it to the other boys to decide when we
should meet,

The question that this House do now adjourn
to meet on Tuesday next 15th at 10 o’clock a.m. was
put and resolved in the negative, the House dividing
as follows :—

Ayes: Mr. Smrira, Mr. J. C. Morruey, Mr.
VAUueHAN, Mr. Tuvpor, Mr. Lewis and Mr. Barrow
—=6.

Noes: Hon. R. G. Mapp, Hon, Dr. H. G. H.
Cummins, Hon. C. B. Tauma, Mrs, Bourny, Mr.
HorLpEr, Mr. Bryan, Mr. F. I. WarLcorr, Mr.

ALLDER, Mr. Goobparp and Mr. E. D. MortLEY.—10
Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been resolved
in the negative, six hon. members voling ‘‘Aye’’
and ten hon. members voting “No”’. I declare that
the ‘“Noes’’ have it. The question now is that this
House do now adjourn until Tuesday next 15th
instant at 3 o’clock p.m. Hon. members in favour
of that will please say ‘‘Aye’’, those against will
please say ‘‘No.”” I think the ‘“ Ayes’’ have it. This
House now stands adjourned.
8.45 pm.






