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THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION 1954—55

-

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday 29th November, 1955.

Pursuant to adjournment the House of Assembdly
met at 3 o’clock p.m. today.

Present :

His Honour K. N. R. Huseanvs, (Speaker);
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. Commins, C.B.E., M.D,, C.M.,
{Minaster of Socgal Services); His Honour A. E. S.
Lewis, (Deputy Speaker); Hon. M. E. Cox, (Min-
wster of Commumnications, Works end Housing) ; Mr.
L. E. Smrr, J.P., (Chaoirman of Committees); M-.
E. D. Morruey, Hon. R. G. Marp, (Minister of Trade,
Industry amd Lebour); Mr. F. C. Gopbarp (Leader
of the Opposition) ; Mr. J. C. MorrLuy, Mr. E. St.A.
Howper, Hon. C. E. Tauma, (Minister of Agriculture,
Lands eand PFisherses) ; Mrs. E. E. Bourne.

Prayers were read.
MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that the Minutes of the 8th November,
1955 having been printed and circulated are now
ready for confirmation, and unless there be any ob-
jection these Minutes will be taken as read and
confirmed.

There being no objection the Minutes were
taken as read and confirmed, :

DOCUMENTS

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that I have received the statement of
Revenue and Expenditure from the Commissioners
‘of Highways of the Parish of St. Thomas in conneec-
tion with Tenantry Roads for the half year ended

* 30th September, this year,

Also Statement of Receipts and Payments (High-
way Aéeounts) of the parish of St. Peter for the half
year ended 30th September, this year.

PAPERS LAID
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: On behalf of

the Hon. Premier I am commanded by His Excel-
lency to lay the following :—

Report of the Auditor General on the audit of
the accounts of the Colony for the year 1952-53.

Statement showing Gross Customs and Excise
Receipts for seven months ended 31st October, 1955.

Emergency Powers (Hurricane) Orders No. 3,
1955.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I am com-
manded to lay the following:—

Orders made by the Governor under section 2 of
the Diplomatic Privileges Act, 1947.

Statement of Accounts of the British West Indian
Schooner QOwners Association (Ine.) for the year
ended 31st December, 1954,

Statement of Expenditure of the Housing Board
te 30th June, 1955.

Hon., R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker,—I am com-
manded to lay the following :—

Annual Report of the Barbados Publicity Com-
mittee for 1st April 1954-31st March, 1955.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker ~—I am com-
manded to lay the following :—

Annual Report of the Department of Secience
and Agriculture for the year 1952-58.

GOVERNMMENT NOTICES

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker,— I beg to give
rotice of the following Resolution :—

Resolution to place the sum of $45, 276 at the
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to
sapplement the Estimates 1955-56, Part I, Current,
as shown in the Supplementary Estimate 1955-56
No. 52, which forms the Schedule to the Resolution.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
on behalf of the Hon. Premier, I beg to give notice
of the following Resolution :

Resolution to approve the continuance in foree of
the Emergency Powers (Hurricane) Orders No. 3,
1955.

In connection with that Resolution I should like
to say that I have some copies here and if the House
feels so disposed to deal with these today, these copies
are available for that purpose. Ome is in connection
with rent control and the other is in connectlon with
Customs.

Also on behalf of the Hon. Premier I beg to glﬁe
~potice of the following .—

Bill to amend the Customs Tariff Aect, 1921,

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give
notice of the following:.—
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\,Bill to amend the Customs Tariff Act, 1921.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to give
notice of my intention to move the House into Com-
mittee of Supply to deal with the Money Resolution
of which notice has already been given,

QUESTIONS

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable senior mem-
Ler for St. Luey, I observe, is not in his place.

The honourable sewior member for St. Lucy was
summoned to the House.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr, Speaker, I beg to give
rotice of the following question:— To enquire of
the Hon. Minister of Social Services.

(1) 1Is it a fact that certain clothing hag been
sent to Barbados from the United Kingdom for dis-
tribution to those who suffered in the recent Hurri-
cane? )

(2) Will Government consider allocating such
Ttems of that clothing as may be considered unsuit-
avle for use in tropical climates, to needy Barbadian
emigrants, who are going to England in search of
work in the Winter Season?

3.25 p.m.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On motion of Fon. Dr. H. G. H CUMMINS,
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX, a Bill to amend the
Customs Tariff Act, 1921, was read a first time.

On motion of Hon. R. G. MAPP, seconded by
Ldn. M. E. COX, the Bill to amend the Customs
Tariff Act, 1921 was read a first time.

LEAVE TO DEAL WITH ADDRESS Re P.AA
Mr. E. D. MOTITLEY: Mr. Speaker, I beg to

give notice of my intention to deal with the Address
in my name before Tea Time.

Hon. Dr. H. ¢. H. CUMMINS: As far as the

specific time is concerned, it all depends on what
happens before Tea Time. Liet me inform the hoa.

member that the Hcn. Leader of the Opposition

spoke to me in coniiection with this matter and 1
think we had an understanding that it would be
dealt with after Covernment had completed th-
first and second Orders of the day. The first Order,
as can be seen, is to move the House into Commit
tee of Supply to dea! with two Money Resolutions,
and the second is to move the consideration of the
Amendments of the Cther Place to the Bill to con-
solidate the laws relating to the Representation of
the People. As I have said, I have spoken with the
Hon. Leader of the Opposition_in connection with
it and we had an understanding about it.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: 1 want to assure the
Hon. Leader of this JHouse that it would be no diffi-

culty in the passing of this Address. It is a plain:

Address.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a question of timing.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: On the question of
dealing with the amendments to the Representation
of the People Act before we deal with this Address.
I would like to say that those amendments are go-
ing to take some time. Those of us who have studied
the amendments have found some references from
one to the other, and I am sure the hon. Leader will
appreciate that they will take some time to con-
sider. If it would suit after tea time, that will be
very well with me. I am always willing to bow t.
the wishes of the Government even if it were a
question of the majority of hon. members willing
to grant leave. The Hon. Leader of the House will

appreciate that I always take his word. The Hon
Leader of the Opposition has intimated to me what
took place between the two of them but I am sug
gesting to him that the reason why 1 would like to
deal with it before we deal with the amendments
to the Representation of the People Act is because
that would take some time.

I want to assure the Hon. Minister the Leader
of the House, that we on this side of the Table never

- attempt to do anything without the knowledge of

Government Members.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, if you will permit
me, I would suggest to my colleague not to make
application for leave now because unless it is at
tended to now, the leave will be of no value. The
House cannot bind itself to do something after Tea
After the Tea Interval will be time enough for that
request to be made, and in the meantime the hon.
members directly concerned can get together amd
may be, there will be no necessity to ask for leave
[ am suggesting to my colleague to withdraw the
application for leave and make it, if necessary,
when he is about to deal with it.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, you will
remember that I spoke to' you--earlier -about pro-
ceeding with this matter so as to acquaint you of
what procedure I intended to take. I did not want
to come into this House and do this amount of talk.
ing on how to deal with it. T will be amazed if any
opposition is offerel to this' Address. I do mnot
tamk it will be proner for me to withdraw my re
quest for leave.

The question that leave be granfed was put and
Zresolved in the megative, the House dividing as fol-
ows :—

Ayes: Mr. Lewis, Mr. F. L. Wancorr, Mr
Brancker, Mr. E. D. Mortrey and Mr., GObbARD.—5.

Noes: Mr. SmitH, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon
R. G. Marp, Mr. HotpEr, Mr. J. C. Morvrrey and
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CuMmiNs.—T.

3.35 p.m.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Am I in order, Mr.
Speaker, to ask leave to move the adjournment of
the House after Tea? I am moving the adjourn-
ment of the House —

Mr. SPEAKER: It is unusual for a member
to move the adjournment of the House before the
Government does any business.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Am I in order then to
ask leave to move fhe adjournment of the House
after Tea?

Mr. SPEAKER: I will grant the hon. member
that permission.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: T am asking leave to
proceed with the Resolution standing in my name
immediately after Tea.

There being mo objection leave was granted the
hon. member.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Social
Services: to move the House into Committee of Sup-
ply to consider the grant of sums of money for the
service of the colony.

On the motion of Hon Dr. H G. H. CUMMINS
seconded by Hon. C. E. TALMA Mr. SPEAKER left
the Chawr and the House went into Committee of
Supply, Mr. SMITH being in the Chair.

Supplementary Estimates No. 50
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS': Mr. Speaker this

Reszolution is a Resolution for $10,300 under Sup-
plementary Estimates No. 50. It is under two Heads
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and in accordance with the usual practice I will
move them individually as they are called.

Head XIV — Judiciary
Head X1V — Judiciary was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, | C ;
. that these Marshals ‘are being more poorly paid
' than our Marshal in this Chamber and nobody would
: suggest that our Marshal is adequately remunerated.
" Therefore between now and the next Estimates—I
- take it that the Cabinet is at the moment engaged

under this Head are Items No. 32 and 33. In con-
nection with ‘the first Item ‘‘Jurors and Marshals
at Grand Sessions” the amount which has been
voted for the payment of these Jurors and Marshals
has almost been depleted. The Note reads ‘‘Of the
sum of $4,800 provided in the Estimates of Expendi-
ture for the payment of Jurors and Marshals at
Grand Sessions $3,702 has already been spent as
a result of the unusual length of the Sessions.”” We
know that these Sessions last longer than is antiei-
pated and this additional $1,500 is needed to carry
on these services until the end of the financial year.
It is felt that even the balance which remains will
hardly be necessary to carry on the services until
the end of the Financial Year,

Under. Item 33 ‘‘Jurors and Marshals at Com-
mon Pleas”” the number of cases, as the Note says,
in the Court of Common Pleas has been greater this
year than usual and some hearings have extended
over many days. The Note also says that it is an-
ticipated that the amount of money remaining will
not be adequate to mezt expenses to the end of
March. Henee, this additional amount of $600 is
needed.

1 beg to move that Head XIV—stand part of
the Schedule.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER and Mr. F. L. WALCOTT
rose to speak.

_ Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. senior member for
St. Luey caught my eye first.

- Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, now that I
have caught your eye first, I would say that in this
debate T am sure you anticipated that as usual
I would be referring to this subject. As you know,
Sir, from the time you have been in this’ Chamber,
and I was here before you, I have been raising the
question of the remuneration of jurors, which, as
you know, was fixed over a half century ago at the
rate of 6/8 a day when the payment of a carpenter
Or mason or painter was one quarter of what it is
today. You will remember on previous occasions
when I brought up this matter in this Chamber,
it was said that it was an honour to serve on juries
and a juror should feel honoured in being selected
to serve, and not give any thought to the 6/8 per day
which was provided. But when that remark was
originally made, we in this House were also enjoy-
ing the honour of serving in our public capacity,
and we were not being paid. The honour is greater
now perhaps than when we were mnot paid, and
applying the same process of thought to the jurors
the amount of 6/8 per day is hopelessly inadequate.

We were told some time during this Financial
Year that the matter was receiving consideration.
When I heard something over Rediffusion Service
last night about jurors and Marshals I wondered if
there would have been a proposal before us today
to give them a reasonable increase in their remun-
eration. At the present rate you have 48 people
who are being made to pay too dearly for the honour
of sitting in judgement on their fellowmen and there
is no reason why we should single out this particu-
lar category of persons for this treatment of neglect.
As you know, Sir, the Marshals have just ground for
complaint; their work is onerous, they do it adequate-
ly and they are in receipt of remuneration which
is entirely inadequate. You will remember some
time ago, Sir, when there was an offer in respect of

League Cricket in another colony a famous Inter-
colonial Cricketer of this island accepted the job
at the Lancashire League which offered better con-
sideration than even Her Majesty’s Court could offer
in respect of the remuneration which they were
offering.

Ag a matter of fact I think I am right in saying

in the compilation of the mnext HEstimates—I hope
they will make provision for adequate remuneration
for these people who do this magnificent service and
who are sometimes away from their homes five days

-a week for five or six weeks; and they are locked

up in some cases. That is not done in some other
countries which allow Marshals to go home; but in
our desire to keep the Jurors sacrosant they are not
allowed to separate. I am asking that these Mar-

' shals be allowed to eease being the Cinderella of the

Judicial Service of this island.

Their rate of pay should be commensurate with
the cost of living and wages of today, having regard
to what wages were 50 or 60 years ago when the rate
was fixed at 6/8; therefore, I am asking the members
of the Cabinet to stop considering and get down to

.the matter in a way which is bound to meet the

approbation of the community and those who have a
sense of fair play. '

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
the honourable senior member for St. Lucy has been
very persistent in advocating this cause both in and
out of season; and all T would say at this moment is
that the honourable member will have a surprise in
the near future.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, T only hope
that the surprise will be a pleasant one,
The question was put and agreed to.

Head XXIII—Director Of Medical Services

Head XXIII — waos called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
as you will see, Head XXIII is in connection with
the B.C.G. Campaign which is to start in January,
1956. We would have started before were it not for
the visitation of ‘‘Hurricane Janet’’. Matters were
5o unstable that it was thought wise to postpone it
until January. Meanwhile, the World Health Orgam-
sation has sent down a certain number of staff in-
cluding a Public Health Laboratory Adviser, Public
Health Nurse /Midwife Consultant, and Publiec Health
Administrator. These are three different sets of peopje
with different duties and we have been trying our best
to get them around by the use of certain vehicles;
vehicles' attached to the Public Health Centre and
also the vehicle of the Sanitary staff of the Board
of Health. That, however, has proved inadequate and
unsatisfactory and this Resolution seeks to purchase
two vehicles for the use of the two different sets ot
people. One is a Land Rover, ‘‘long wheel base W_lth
all-weather canopy’’ and the other is ‘‘a Station
Wagon type vehiele.’’ '

Now, it is true that these W.H.O. experts will be
here only in the vicinity of two years and it is felt
that these two vehicles will, even when the experts
have left, be able to be used, if not in the same De-
partment, in another Department. We also investi-
cated the question of renting on a certain basis; but
it was found that that would cost approximately $50
to $80 more than purchasing the two vehicles; so hav-
ing failed in that direction, it was decided to come
forward with this Resolution for the purchase of two
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vehicles for the use of these two different teams of
B.C.G. campaign workers.

I beg to move that Head XXIII stand part.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : T beg to second that.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Chairman sometimes
when criticisms are made on certain Heads of a de-
partment, certain members of that Department seem
to feel among themselves that the person making the
criticism must have some personal feeling against
somebody connected with that Department; but I
want to assure this Chamber and the general public
that with my experience in public life today I could
hold no grudge against any Public Servant at all. It
is my duty as an elected representative, when I see
things going wrong such as expressions of disinterest
by certain parties, connected with the particular de-
partment to draw it to the attention of the Hon.
Ministers and the gemeral public. When it comes to
the Board of Health I have always said on the floor
of this House that I have always felt disposed to
discuss freely any matter with the Minister of
Health,

Now, let us take this Resolution before us today.
All of us in this Chamber would willingly vo'e
this money; but let us ask ourselves this question
in which, if the Ministers are not prejudiced,
they are bound to see the force of my argu
ment today. This Resolution is to purchass
vehicles to be wused in the B.C.G. Campaign
which is to commence in January, 1956. Nuo
one member of this House would deny that there seems
to be the same measure of disinterest with this cam-
paign as with the Yellow Fever Campaign. All hon-
ourable members of this House may not be mindful
of the various health activities of the island. What
is the B.C.G. Campaign? I address those remarks in
all seriousness to all honourable members of this
Chamber. I am sure that less than 50% would be
able to answer that question. Upow referring to the
Addendum we see that two representatives from the
World Health Organisation are at present in Barba-
dos. A campaign is going to be started in January,
a campaign which deals with a very serious, infectious,
and dreaded disease. viz, tuberculosis. And you have
not yet acquainted the public officially of this cam-
paign. It is expected to start four weeks from now.
As I said before, in the anti-Yellow Fever Campaign
when the representative from the World Health
Organisation came to Barbados, poor chap, he had to
find his way about until we came to this House and
made it known that we resented the attitude of dis-
interest shown by the Medical Officer of Health.

3.55 pim.

The same thing applies here.

I want to say this now. For the first time since
these experts have been in the country, due to the
efforts of a new Medical Officer, the Medical Officer
of Health for St. Michael, who is attached to “En-
more” (and let me say that he has come here since
these people) the Commissioners of Health in the
Metropolitan parish will know something about
these experts. And they have been here for
some time. I know the Hon. Minister of Health
has a lot of work to do, but I must ask him this
question: if you are starting an anti-tuberculosis
campaign, is it not something upon which you must
educate the people? Suppose some of us take it
into our heads when you start to bring this matter
to the notice of the people to bring to their notice
what happened to this type of campaign when it
was first started in Germany? God forbid it should
be done. I suppose you are going to wait until you
start the campaign and when you find that you are
getting a great reaction, and not getting the co-
operation of the people, you will use the sledge
hammer method of coming to this House and ask-

ing us to pass a law to do something about it; but
I am sounding the warning that you will have to
pass a law to lock up everybody. Let me say that
the Director of Medical Services has shown no
interest in this matter, The courtesy has been scamt
when it comes to these two people who have come
here to help us. I am not surprised about it be-
cause it is down in the record when I asked a ques-
tion about Tuberculosis that the Hon. Minister of
Social Services, guided or misguided by the Direc-
tor of Medical Services, replied to it in all serious-
ness that tuberculosis was not the only disease that
was killing people, therefore, there should be no
scare about it. He further sdid that a Tuberculosis
Sanatorium would be a white elephant. If you put
these two things together, the Tuberculosis Sana-
torium being a white elephant and that Tubercu

losis was not on the inerease, it is not the number
one killing disease—when you can get the Officer
in charge of the Health of the colony making such
an unfounded and disinterested statement, one
therefore is not surprised to find as set out here in
the Addendum that three experts of W.H.O.—Pub-
lic Health Laboratory Adviser, Public Health Nurse
Midwife Consultant and Public Health Adminis-
trator—who will be assisting Barbados in our local
Health Serviee project are already here and nobody
is told anything about it.

Will the Hon. Minister tell us how long these
experts have been in the island? I will say that
since they have been in the island there has been
insufficient propaganda about them. At least they
should have been brought into contact with the
Commissioners of Health of the various parishes,
the Sanitary Inspectors and the Health Nurses.
What I have said just now in here, I have said
privately to the Hon, Minister. Publicity should
be given to their presence and the people should be
acquainted that you are starting an anti-tubercu-
losis campaign in the country and that it is some-
thing for the good of the people. They should
know something about it. Now, four weeks before
the campaign is started, a Resolution has come to
this House to buy two motor vehicles and the
Addendum to it tells you that two experts of W.H.O.
are already in the island and the third is expected
in January 1956.

Mr. Speaker, I will give you an interesting
story. The biggest Tuberculosis Ward as you know
is at the St. Michael’s Infirmary. It is an absolute
fact that these experts expressed the desire to visit
this place and will you believe me when I tell you

" that neither the Director of Medical Services nor

anybody attached to his office has had the courtesy
to escort these people to that Infirmary to visit the
Tuberculosis Ward? Will you be surprised to know
that they had to drift about and find their way by
themselves to get there? Is not that a shame? 1
can very well appreciate that it may be unethical
for one doctor to censure another, but I am suggest-
ing to the Hon. Minister of Social Services that if
you are starting this B.C.G. programme, you should
tell the Director of Medical Services this Chamber
is absolutely dissatisfied with the interest which he
is showing in the matter. I hope other honourable
members would express a similar view.

Let me say that less than 50% of the people
can tell you anything of what the B.C.G. campaign
means, yet in four weeks time you are going to start
it. Ask the hon. senior member for St. Andrew who
is a Commissioner of Health for that parish if she
has been acquainted about it. Has the Director of
Medical Services written the Board to which she
belongs about it? = A politician of this House is ex-
pected to know everything; therefore, can you not
see that besides the publicity which would be neces-
sary in the Press to prepare the people for this carz

»

—
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paign, and more than four weeks before it is started,
there is the necessity of having those people who
are acquainted with this method of campaign (I
refer to the Sanitary Inspectors) to put the propa-
ganda over to the general public?

I think the course which the Hon. Minister of
Health took on another matter would be a shining
example for the Director of Medical Services to
follow. I refer to the method of giving out the
milk which is given by UN.I.C.E.F. to children
under five years and pregnant mothers, The method
which was adopted by the Hon. Minister should be
an example to the Director of Medical Services
That is to say, the Minister met all the Sanitary
Inspectors from all over the island and he discussed
the matter with them and answered questions and
within an hour the whole system of distribution
was put over. It is mow four weeks before you are
going to start this campaign and you have now
come to ask for money while the experts who are
to start it up were in the island for some time and
not one word is said to the people about it. I am
gomg to warn you not to entertain the idea that
you can work this campaign as you worked the anti-
yellow fever campaign.

On the other hand, I think honourable members
should know what is the B.C.G. Campaign, there-

fore, I do not propose to tell honourable members
what it is.

4.05 p.m.

I shall counsel him that while he has in this
Addendum an explanatory note on this Resolution,
he should, not only for the benefit of honourable
members but for the benefit of the general publie
give a more lucid explanation of this B.C.G. Cam-
paign. I do not think I stand alone when I express
‘the fear that if you are starting your B.C.G. Cam-
paign early in 1956, in January, to start such a
Campaign which is, in short, a Campaign for tle
discovery and treatment of those persons who are
affected by tuberculosis, I say no more about that, -
the Hon. Minister will be able to give a sufficient
guide to the public. He must see that proper
propaganda is conducted to give the public proper
information as to what is proposed to be done.

Tuberculosis has been on the increase for some
time, and what I am worried about is that if you
are making a certain advance in your campaign, in
the absence of a proper sanatorium, there is still the
question of treating people outside. What I am
wondering about is the X-Ray examination of the
40,000 or 50.000 people of this eolony, and it is not
impossible to find 300 or 400 people suffering from
the disease of tuberculosis. There is the old, true
_.proverb ‘“What you do not know you never worry
about’’; but what I am worried about is this: when
you X-Rayed 40,000 or 50,000 people and yoau find
300 or 400 of them suffering from tuberculosis, and
yvou can even estimate that 50% or rather 25% of
those persons can be properly housed and treated
outside, when other persons cannct be so treated,
in the absence of a proper sanatorium 1 think you
are making things rather dJifficult. I am not trying
to put any obstacle in the way of the beginning of
this campaign; but if you are starting an island-
wide campaign to discover the presence of tuber-
culosis in persons, in many cases thé bread winner
of the family will be found to be the victim of
tuberculosis and he will have to be separated from
his relatives.

This is a serious debate and I repeat that when
you allow people to know that they are suffering
from tuberculosis, what provision are you making
for a Sanatorium and what provision are you making
in the community like this to give assistance in
supporting families? In rare cases will a doctor

recommend that people who are suffering from
tuberculosis should still continue to work; in the
majority of cases the doctors will recommend that
such persons take absolute rest. An honourabie
member has asked if you also have to support the
family of a person who is suffering from tubercu-
losis; this disease is mostly found among those whose
housing conditions are bad and whose incomes are
low. I ask again, what arrangements are you mak-
ing for the proper isolation of the greater percentage
of people who cannot be properly treated outside?
We have not got far enough yet and we ought to
have a discussion as to whether the Leprosarium
ean be used. We are getting somewhere but that in
itself has certainly occupied the attention of certain
people. What must occupy the attention of peaple
is this; if it is disecovered that the bread winner :s
suffering from tuberculosis and he must be removed
from the family (even if he was not removed he
would be put to rest on the doctor’s advice and
therefore he could not work), for those who work
for the Government arrangements should be made
for the payment of pensions: but what are you.
going to do with the five hundred persons 200 of
whom are bread winners suffering from tubercu-
losis, who have no means of supporting their families
and who have to take the doctor’s advice to rest for
periods ranging from 12 months to 2 years? I
address this question to the Minister of Social
Services because he realises that I have more than
passing interest in this campaign as a member of
the Commissioners of Health of the parish of St.
Michael. I will support any campaign which is for
the benefit of the preservation of the Health of the
people of this colony but in doing so one must take
into consideration the economic position of the
people. People have been hearing of this matter for

a couple of months now and one would have thought
that the Direetor of Medical Services would have
convened a meeting with the various Health Authori

ties, the Minister of Social Services and other
persons who are interested in this matter to have
discussiong as to the starting of this campaign and
the effect which it would have on people who of
necessity will be found in the great majority affected
by this disease, how it would affect their income and
the matter of the suffering of the family if the
bread winners had to be put to rest. I am support-
ing this Resolution but I am very critical of the
Government Department whose only help it is to
use the utmost publicity in informing the people of
what it ig all about. Since these people have been
hearing about this Campaign it has not been drawn
to their attention that the economic position of the
people must be taken into consideration.

415 pm.

I say that in all Health matters we must take
into consideration the economic background which
bears relation to them. Although we shall vote this
money to-day, the Government should realise that
the mere buying of a Land Rover and Station Wagon
will not provide enoughk publicity to irform people
of the B.C.G. campaign. As I said Yefore, I am
going to support the Resolution; but finally I say
this to the Hon. Minister of Health: the coming
four weeks before the commencement of the cam-
paign provide him with a good opportunity to let
the public know what is the significance of the B.C.G
Campaign. While the Hon. Minister spoke on the
monetary aspect of the Resolution he did mot say
enough in the other aspects of this matter which
would acquaint the public of what the B.C.G. Cam-
paign is. T hope that such an explanation will be
given by him and that the Hon. Minister will realise
that when we on this side of the Table criticise the
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Head of a Department, we do it only in the interest
of the people. If the World Health Organisation

should send people from their Headquarters and find.

that the Director of Medical Services had been s)
disinterested as to do nothing by way of informing
the public until a few days before the commenc:-
_ment of the campaign, that would be regarded by
them as a warning that all is not well.

. Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
the hounourable member who has just sat, and myself
talked. this matter over some weeks ago. I told him
then that I would see that the campaign be given
the necessary publicity. As I said, before, this mat-
ter was to have %been started the week before Hur-
ricane ‘‘Janet’’ came; but after that hurricane nv
steps could be taken in that direction and consequent-
ly the matter was postponed. I still promise him to
do.that as soon as it is possible. Th2 material for
propaganda had already been preparcd; but after
the hurricane came we considered that people were
thinking of other things and we postponed the time
for putting over that propaganda. I still hold fast
to the promise which I made him then, that is, that
through the Press, Radiv and convenient means, suffi-
cient publicity will be given to this matter in order
to inform the people as-to what the B.C.G, Cam-
paign means and to urge them to ecome forward and
take the test. Qbviously they are not going to make
any other proposition [Mr, E. D. MOTTLEY : But
you will bear it in mind.] Yes.
© Mr. ALLDER.: Mr. Chairman, I should like
to know with respeet to the station Wagon whether
the Hon. Minister would consider the suggestion of
making use of the two vans which have been given
to' the people of Barbados by Col. Julien. I con-
sider that they were given to assist with the huri-
cane; but inasmuch as the more. serious aftermath
of the hurricane is past, I would like to know
whether the Government would consider the advis-
ability of using them.

There is another thing I would like to know:
during the conduct of the B.C.G. Campaign there is
a possibility that new cases of T.B. might be dis-

" covered and I am wondering whether the Govern-
ment would consider the reconstruction of the Leper
Hospital, as was suggested, so that accommodation
could be given to provide for the treatment of those
additional or newly discovered cases.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chatrman, I should like to
say a few words on this Resolution. The first thing
that strikes me as being a little ominous is the six
months period which is stated in the Resolution as
being the approximate time in which it is hoped to
conclude the campaign. The present campaign which
we are still carrying on here was supposed to last
six months; but it has continued for two years and
now we hear that it is going to continue for two
months longer. I hope that this B.C.G. Campaign
will not be the same as was the case with the Yellow
Fever Campaign. I should like to warn the Hon.
Minister that, with this fiasco still fresh in our
memory we should not like to know that this care
paign is made a mess off by reluctant Civil Servants;
€ivil Servants who are reluctant to take their duties

. seriously and to be courteous to the public of Bar

bados and those who are assisting them in the pre
servation of the health of the colony.

Mr. Chairman, we hear that this campaigu is
to start in January, 1956. Two experts are already
in Barbados but the Government does not say how
long they have been here. If a third is expected in
January we are wondering if we ean find out what
those who are present have been doing. Has this
sampaign been started at all? Is it necessary that

they shoul& have the vehicles that you are asking
for? It is true that it is not necessary to rent
vehicles for two years; but would it not be a good
idea to rent for two years? C

I do not like the idea of putting off the cam
paign because there was a hurricane. On the con-
trary, my idea is, that you should have expedited
matters on the grounds that you had a hurricane;
because in that case you have had large numbers of
people coming together in shelters and the Health
Department is saying that that is posing a threat
todthe health of the colony. Is it not so in the case
of T.B.? I repeat that in my opinion the campaign’
ought to have been sped up and not postponed for
that reason. Is it going to be put off again, on the
grounds that Christmas is approaching? It seems
that these experts after coming here are now wait-
ing for something to happen.

4.25 p.m. ,

I can quite understand that the Minister is busy
with the hurrieane, but he is busy with many aspects
of it not directly concerned with health. He is busy
with other matters concerning relief, housing, rehab-
ilitation and things of that sort, in addition to the
fact that he is virtually the acting Premier of the
colony. However with all that, do not tell me that
the Health Department with all its advisers cannot
speed up this campaign and make use of the congre-
gation of the people at this time when they are will-
ing to undergo some inoculation in the interest of
their health. Why not take this opportunity? If
you had had the drive, that is what would have hap-
pened.

Mr. Chairman, I am going to back up some of
what my honourable colleague has said. If he is one
of the Sanitary Commissicners of the metropolitan
parish and he said that outside of that Department
be learnt that these experts were here, I wonder what
has happened to the General Board of Health. Has
any attempt been made to introduce these experts to
mtembers of the Board of Health? Xave these ex-
perts been invited to a meeting of that Board to say
something of the campaign? Don’t you think that
it is ridiculous, reprehensible and something which
the Minister should take up that a member of the
Board of Health has to come in here to understand
that you cannot start this campaign because you want
a Land Rover? Every month you see from the
records that tuberculosis ic on the increase. They
are many people going abroad and the authorities
are detecting some with this disease in its early stages.
Do you not think this is an admirable time to get
this eampaign started? Do you not think that the

present Director of Medical Services should be told - ..

that he should be more courteous to the people who
are appointed by this House to assist him in the Pub-
iic Health of this colony? The very week that the
anti-Yellow Fever Mosquito Campaign started, the
Director of Medical Services got on a boat and went
to England. The first thing which you sdw about
what this Health Department was doing in the mat-
ter was the Director sittiig on the deck of the ship
going to England in shirt sleeves. - While he was
there, Yellow Flever broke out in the neighbouring
colony of Trinidad. Did he come back? h, no.
Recently, the Government came to us with a
Resolution for $4,500. T have not had the time to
look up the Resolution but it is not a very long time
ago. Do you mean to tell me that the Minister could
not tell us at that time that he was coming back for
this $8,2007 You give the impression that this mat-
ter is not receiving proper attention: and the person
to give this matter proper attention is the Director
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-0f Medical Services. He is the person from whom
. the urgency must come. The Honourable Minister of
- Social Services has political as well as medical busi-
. ness to attend to and it is the Director of Medical
Services from whom the urgency in this matter must
.come. De you mean to tell me that you could not
Lave told this House then that you needed this very
1.ecessary service to carry it on? Absolutely nothing
. was said to us.on that occasion. You have the public
thoroughly dissatisfied with the method in which you
- have carried out another campaign and this most im-
. portant campaign. could have been worked in the cir-
' cumstances of the hurricane and the circumstances

¢f examining the people who are going abroad. Here'

-we are today hearing that the decision is to postpone

- it until after Christmas. The hurricane in Septem-

ber, Christmas in December, make it in January;
that is what ‘this campaign has come to and the
health of the people is being threatened all the time.
I do not regard the ‘‘Enmore’’ meeting as any-
thing to do with this B. C. G. campaign. That meet-
_ing, so far as I understand, was purely for finding
- a sanatorium for tuberculosis patients. I am not say-
ing that it would not be a good thing for this eam-
“paign. That meeting was for the purpose of finding
-a place for a sanatorium. [A VOICE: That is what
you know about it.] If it were for something more
‘than that, it would have been a good thing if you
~had invited members of the Board of Health. How-
- ever, this iy the one thing which T want to tell you.
- Tell this obstinate Irishman whom you have here as
Director of Medical Services to pay more attention
‘to his Department. What comes from his Depart-
-ment is somiething horrible to stomach; I can stand
" it no longer. You will find that with everything that
comes from that Department, something goes wrong.
" There was a bungling with the people who were given
vaccinations. The Yellow Fever Campaign was
‘bungled and a stupid explanation was given for it.
I believe that the assurances which the Hon.
" Minister of Social Services has given have been given
in good faith, but it is not his duty prineipally to
see about the Health Services; the entire social ser-
vices are deserving services and have to receive his
. attention as well. T want to see more drive, courtesy
and discreet action in this matter; such that will win

.public approval and support for the opinions of the
_Head of that Department.

the views expressed in this Chamber should be com-

_municated to that officer and he take heed of them.:

The question that Head XXXIII (I) stond part
was put and resolved in the affimmative without
division,

On motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. Cummins,

secondéd by Hon. C. E. Talma, that the Resolution
Ffor the sum of $10,800 do now pass, the question was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

435 pm.
Technical Institute

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, the next
.Resolution is for the sum of $69,549. As can be seen
from the Addendum to the Resolution, it is in con-
nection with the establishment of the Technical In-
stitute at Richmond.

As hon. members will see the Addendum sets
out that in 1953—54 it was then estimated that
the sum of $162,000 would be the cost of establisi
ing this Technical Institute. That scheme has been
revised and it has been now estimated that the sum
of $211,800 will be required to establisn. this In
stitute. That includes the erection of a Teaching

T think it is timie that’

P

Block, and a building to house five workshops a.
well as the purchase of the necessary equipment
As to the erection of the teaching block hon. mem
bers will remember that that was commenced in the
Financial year 1953—54, Of the amount of $81,700
provided in this year’s Estimates, an amount >f
$78,251 is now available. It is desirable- that an
early order should be _placed for the  equipment
which is needed for the workshops, and supplement.
ary provision of $69,549 is now required. Of this
amount an amount of $40,100 represent new pro-
vision while the remainder which is $29,449 is a
revote of the provision which was previously made
but which has lapsed. That sets out the faets. .

We are now asking for this $69,549 and; as'.I
have said, of that amount $40,100 is new provision
and the remainder has to be reveted. It was voted
previously but has lapsed. 1 think, we are al
anxious to see this Ingtitute get going aud there
is a great need for an institution of this sort. The
Government is ahxious to get on with it. :

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, it was on the
29th March, this year, that this House was asked
to approve a Scheme of Government for the new
-Technical Institute. That Scheme of Government
has béen circulated to hon. members in the ordinary
course. It has not. yet beén passed by this House
because during the discussion on that Scheme, cer-
tain disquieting features of it were brought to the
notice of the Government by hon. members.

I cannot at the moment recall what objections
were taken on every single aspect of it but I know
for instance that some hon. members did not like
the arrangements in the scheme for boys from Com-
bermere School to receive technical education at
the Institute; other members found fault with the
matters of discipline; and yet some other members
felt that it was giving too much power either to the
Headmaster of Combermere School or to the Prinei-
pal of the Institute to suspend or expel a pupil from

defined offences.

I remember most vividly that one of the thinge
in this Scheme to which I took exception was the
arrangement whereby the Governing Body of the
Institute — and I must say in passing that this
House does not know whether a Governing Body
hag been set up—was empowered under the terms of
the Scheme to report on the work of the Principal
In other words, the novel situation would have
been created in which the Principal of the Institute,
whoever he might have been, would have been sub-
ject to whatever criticisms might have been secretly
made behind his back.

‘ There were other features of the whole Scheme
to which hon. members drew the attention of th=
Government. 'We found, for instance, so far as my
memory serves me, that not enough scope was pro-
vided in the Scheme for the training of boys. We
wish to see it expanded and more specific attention
being paid to certain technical training courses. All

Scheme and whether voluntarily or under pressure,
they undertook to postpone the consideration of . the
Scheme to take into-account the objections made upon
it by hon. members of this House and see whether
it could be revised or recast in the light of the
eriticisms made. That took place eight months ago;
this matter is still down on the Order Paper and ‘it

1 has now been moved up frem Order No. 20 o, somes:

either of these schools except for certain eclearly

of that added together exactly eight months agd .
brought - home most foreibly to theo Government
that there was something radically wrong with the "

&

vy



1790

HOUSE

where like that to Order No. 7. However, at the
moment, this House has rot approved the Scheme
of Government.

Are you seriously going to ask me to consider
putting a large sum of money, necessary as it might
be,—that is not in dispute—of over $69,000 for the
running of an important thing like an Evening In-
stitute when this House has not even approved of
the Scheme of Government for the Institute; and,
far from that, it does not even know if the eriticisms
on the Scheme submitted to it have borne any fruit
or whether any revision has been made? I say 1t
with all the emphasis at my command that it is a
piece of impertinence on the part of this Govern.
ment to ask us to vote money in respect of this In
stitute whose Scheme of Government we have not
approved—a Scheme of Government which has been
submitted to us and in which we have found much
to ériticise. I cannot know what they are thinking
but if they found that they would have to call upon
this House to vote a large sum of money to finance
this Institute, at least it might have occurred to
them to complete the consideration of the Scheme,
to bring in the same Scheme if they like, or bring
in a revised Scheme, so that they would show the
House the courtesy of knowing that the Scheme ot
Government has been prepared and had beer ap-
proved and there would be every justification for
granting this surplus of money.

445 p.m.

But the Hon. Minister has even prefaced his
remarks on this Resolution by his admission of the
fact that the Scheme of Government for the Barba-
dos Technical Institute hag not been brought back
to the House. Therefore, the Government is asking
us to take the Scheme more seriously and is admitting
that it is willing to have money spent on a school

for which the scheme of government has not yet been

approved. We do not even know if the Governing
Body has been appointed. At least the Government
should know something about it. It is not under the
Hon. Minister’s portfolio, it is true; but if he under-
takes to do the work of a Minister, he must not
undertake to do that work worse than the Minister
does it himself; he must do it better. If the Hon.
Minister of Education were here this afternoon, we
should not have been surprised at the discourtesy
shown to members of this House.. But it seems to
me that Hon. Ministers have built up a tradition of
being discourteous to the House. We, however,
consider that that should not be so.

Mr. Chairman, I cannot even say anything about
the merits of the matter under discussion, because
I do not know how the Institute is governed. I
cannot see, therefore, even from the Government’s
point of view, how you can offer any criticism upon
it if at the same time you are not in a position to say
that the Scheme is well organised and well governed.
The first thing is that the Scheme of government
should have been re-presented to the House for its
approval. It may be that they will bring the old
Scheme back without having taken into account the
criticisms of eight months ago; but at any rate they
should bring it. 1f on the other hand the criticisms
which we have levelled were thought to be so impor-
tant that it would take some time to rewrite the
Scheme of the Institute, then they should say so. But
vou have no right to ask us to consider allowing over
$69,000 on it, when we do not know if you are ad-
ministering it properly.

T wish to register my protest of the fact that
the Government has not even brought back this
Scheme of Government or a new Scheme of Goxv
ernment to this House for consideration.

Hon. -Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chair-
man, the hon. member has answered the question
himgelf. He said that this Scheme at one tims
appeared as No. 20 on the Order Paper and now he
has noticed that it appears as No. 7; which meana
that it will soon be brought back to the House. 1 .
will tell the hon. member this: the Scheme was re
considered by Government and it will soon be re
turned to this House in its revised form. However,
as the Addendum points out, it will take some time
to get this done. It cannot be done overnight. The
point at which we are aiming is to try to get on with
the order for this equipment. It may be that the
position with the Steel Industry of Britain is be
coming worse than it was before. Anyway, I am
quite sure that the proposed Scheme will be brought
back to this House.

In addition, I want to say this: no Governing
Body has been appointed; so I hope that hon. mem
bers will see that this Resolution is really to ex
pedite matters. It is to enable us to order now, in-
sfead of waiting to order a little later on in the
year, so that we may be able to get the material
here as soon as possible in order to proceed with
the work of building. Meanwhile, answers to ques-
tions concerning the Governing Body will be sent
down to the Legislature. _

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, what the Hon.
Minister has said frightens me to a considerable de-
gree. Do you mean to tell me, Mr. Chairman, that a
large sum of money like the one contained in this
Resolution is going to be spent on an institute for
which a Governing Body has not yet been appoint-
ed? It is obvious that if there was a Governing
Body, that body would make their recommendations
etc. But that is not the point I am driving at. The
point is this: How ean the Government assure it-
self that this Institute is being run properly if they
do not consider that the matter of appointing a
Governing Body is one of extreme urgency? Unless
it is that this Technical Institute as a school is go-
ing to be administered difterently from any other
school! It must therefore, be expected that th»
vote placed at its disposal in the Current Hstimatos
must be administered by the Governing Body of the
school. If there is no Governing Body and sums of
money are still being voted, it means that the Minis
ter or Director of Education himself is personally
administering the school. Well, if that is what
happens, it is in consequence of not having the
Scheme ready. So that even when the Hon. Minis-
ter says that they have reconsidered the Scheme
but have not brought it to this House, yet it seems
to me that they are not paying sufficient attention
to this matter, and that it is not being given the
urgency it deserves.

I am not saying that it is not going to be governed
but by whom is it going to be governed? Is it for the
Director to say what the school wants? Whose is
the guiding hand in this Institute now in its for-
mative and important years? The Government is
asking for approximately $70,000. Now the Hon.
Minister has told us that it may be another 18
months before he can get materials and that the
whole point of bringing this Resolution—

Hon. Dr. COUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, on a
point of explanation; I did mnot say 18 months; 1
said, ‘‘possibly a year or 18 months.”’

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, if that is tie
case, is it such a matter of urgency that this money
must be voted now? Or is the Hon. Minister telling
us that arrangements have been made, prices have
been caleunlated and that the cash payment now
would mean the difference between the materials
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arriving in 18 months and their arrmval in two
years. Is the matter so urglic. that they cannot
wait? I am sure that provision has been made for
the school to the end of the Financial Year. What
is the point of it? I w--"" _ this: I think that
anybody who understands a little of educational ad-
ministration would tell you that the worst possible
thing to do would be to have a new school and not
have it properly functioning from the start.

4.55 p.m.

That it has no Governing Body as yet is an ad-
mission that it is not properly functioning. Is Gov
brnment therefore wise enough in wanting to spend
such a large sum of money on a School which on its
own admission is not properly functioning? I wish
sometimes that the Ministers would think out these
things and draw their own conclusions. Are they
satisfied with so little that they can comfortably
want to spend so large a sum of money on an In-
stitute which according to them hag no Scheme and
which according to them has no Governing Body?
How will they be able to satisfy themselves that
what money they put at their disposal will be pro-
perly spent? Is the Director of Education from his
office so versed in the details of running the Tech:
nical Institute that he can pronvuunce upon any and
every aspect of running it, or is the Principal whe
is only there to administer the School and who
must administer it with a Scheme and without a
Governing Body to take time off to administer the
School, to look after the larger business of spending
the money and funds alloecated to it? Why is it that
the Government wishes to pui the Principal into
sueh an impossible position? I am sure if the gen
tleman’s ‘opinion were asked, he would be honest
enough to say that he finds it impossible to run ths
School properly without the necessary constituted
body to advise him and without a Scheme of Gov
ernment, because without both he would not know
his powers and he would have to eommit colossal
blunders from which he could be saved by doing
nothing at all. ’

I deliberately refrained, Mr. Chairman, from
commenting on the merits of ti.c Resolution because
T feel it is improper to do so now when I am not
in a position to hand this money over to the Gov
erning Body. By Government’s own admission theré
is no necessity to spend it or the Director of Educa-
tion himself must spend it on behalf of the School,
therefore, even if the expenditure is most justified
(and I have no reason to believe it is not), I cannoi
see how it ean be profitably spent in view of ths
fact that it is expenditure for a School which up
to now is mot properly constituted.

While the Minister bas assured us that the
Scheme of Government will soon come before the
House for acceptance, will it Le accepted with its
provisions? All that we should have known before
hand. He should have known that it would be a fi;
and proper thing for him to bring this Scheme of

 Government before he asked for this money, bs

cause the Governing Body in the Scheme would
be the proper person to administer the funds given
to the Technical Institute.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, while I must say
that there is a great Aezl i, wi.. the hon. junior
member for St. Lucy has said, and we all were wait-
ing and anxious to know whether Government was
going to put that Scheme before us so that we could
get ahead and let the School have a constitution, I
feel that this money is for Capital Expenditure in
the establishment of the School and so long as you
have your Technical Head who would ensure that
these funds are at least spent in accordance with

what the Principal wants, that would be alright;
so I would not press the point about having a Gov
erning Body of the School while the School is be
ing built. :

But, Sir, I myself would like to know what is
going to be the powers of this Governing Body, and
[ have in .mind that the sum of $10,863 was voted
in the Estimates under Education and would be
the proper sum for the Board of Management tu
administer. My concern about this vote is that it
is a colossal amount of money, and I think we have
established the Kvening Institute which has donse
very good work for a mere pittance. However, Sir,
this amount for this equipment when we really
detail it comes to about $149,000 that is going to be
spent. It says'in the Addendum that of the amount
of $81,700 provided in this year’s Capital Estimates
an amount of $78,251 is available and they are ask
ing for $69,549. To complete and equip this Tech-
nical School in spite of the fact that the Teaching
Block has been completed, it seems to me that you
really have now $149,000. I take it therefore, that
the buildings have been completed. I think that is a
great deal of money. '

5.05 p.m.

That is a peculiar way of looking at it since you
have increased the cost of the establishment of this
Institute from $162,000 to $211,800; but that is how
the financial people in this Government dress up
these things for presentation to the House. You
have an increase of $50,000 for the establishment of
this Institute. I am not in a position to say whether
this money is too much or too little for the establish-
ment of this Institute. I can only hope that the
Government has a reliable technical Head at this
Institute to advise it of what equipment is neces-
sary. I have had the experience in these parts of
a Technical Institute being practically ruined
through the Head who was imported to advise the
(Government on getting the equipment necessary. 1
sincerely hope that Barbados is much more fortunate
than that; as a matter of fact I believe they mearly
got the same Technical Head to start the same In-
stitute here; we were nearly saddled with him.

On their own showing the sum of $211,800 is,
to me, a colossal sum of money for the teaching of
200 or 300 people in this Institute if it is going to
take as many as that number. The Evening Institute
has not been abandoned; I believe it ig doing work
together with this Institute, and so far as I know
that Evening Institute has done very good work
and at very little expense to the Government of this
colony; but I am issuing a warning to the Govern
ment. It i§ silly to expect the Hon. Minister to
take a personal interest in everything that falls to
his lot to introduee in here; the Cabinet is one
less, but I am asking the Hon. Minister to see that
he is not asked to import equipment through the
whims of a particular Technical Head. That ecan
happen.

As a Medical man the Hon. Minister who is in
charge of this Resolution will know that technical
people like certain instruments, and if anything hap-
pens to that Technical Head you will get another
Technical Head who will discard those instruments
and equipment and will want some others. That is
something which happens almost daily at the Gen-
eral Hospital. The Government has been saddled up
there with buying instruments purely to be dis-
carded when the particular doctor happens to leave
the Hospital. That is a fact T know of, because I
have had something to do with it. I hope that the
same system is not being practised or is not likely
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to be practised in so far as this particular Institute
is concerned.

This is a very desirable Department of our
Education and it has been neglected for too long a
time. Now that we are willing to attend to it, I hope
that we are getting the best advice and that our
money is being spent to the best advantage of thz
people of this colony; but if I had intimately to
do with the spending of this money, I would have
to bring my native commonsense to bear on the re
commendations of any Technical Head of this Insti
tute to make sure that I was not importing things
which are unnecessary from the very start; espec-
jally in view of the faect that the Board of Manage-
ment will now find that these things have already
been ordered and those who are responsible for the
working of the Iustitute will be committed before
they start to the extent for which they will probably
shirk all responsibility.

The question that this Resolution do mow pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS,
seconded by Hon. C. E. TALMA, the CHAIRMAN
reported to Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER the passing
of two Resolutions in Commitiee of Supply.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair ana
reported accordingly.

On motions of Hon. Dr. CUMMINS, secondea
by Hon. C. E. TALMA in each. case, the Resolution
passed wn Committee of Supply werz read a first
and second time and agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT

"Hon. Dr- H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move
Mr. Deputy Speaker, that this House do —ow ad-
journ for half an hour.

Hon. C. E. TALMA.: I beg to second that.

The question that this House do nmow adjourn
for half an hour was put and resolved in the affirma
tive without division end Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER
adjourned the House accordingly.

5.20 p.m.

On re-assemdling,

LANDING RIGHTS AT SEAWELL

Pan American Airlines

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Speaker, I requested
this adjournment of the House to be able to discuss
this question of landing rights at Seawell Airport
for airlines other than thosc bearing British flags. The
matter has already been discussed in this House on
more than one occasion. I think that it wag in the
year 1953 that this House passed the first Address
asking the Government that more than one flag bear-
ing airline, such as K.I.M. and others, be given the
right to land in Barbados. I do not suppose that it
takes any more argument to-day than it took then on
this question of the necessity to have Seawell Airport
as an open Airport. The comparison has so often been
drawn with our Harbour and the Airport that it
would be unnecessary to make any further compari-
SOIL

Grreat interest, Mr. Speaker, has been evinced on
the question of having Seawell as an open airport.
Soon after the then Governor Sir Alfred Savage as-
sumed office as Governor, he set about to convinece
those who apparently had not been already convine-
ed that there was one other industry to which Bar-
badians could look beside the sugar industry and that

t

was the tourist industry. [ think we all recall how, in
his speech from the Throne, Sir Alfred strongly em-
phasised the importance of tourism| and the part it
could play in the development of the Country, I think
it will be appreciated that people coming from the
mainland of North America, with air transport being
what it is to-day, and with all the facilities which we
have to offer to tourists, with a change in the outlook
of the world, including the United States and Canada,
on the question of spending a vacation, we need no
longer bring to these tropical islands only those peo-
ple who have reached the age of 65 and who have ac-
quired a preference to stay in this country, but also
to attract people from various walks of life desirous
of spending a short vacation in these islands. The
practice throughout the United States to-day is for
saleswomen and that type of American citizen who
wish to enjoy a few weeks vacation to hop out of the
United States and spend it in Trinidad, Jamaica,
Barbados or some other island; to spend the vacation
where they are able to get more from the lower cost
«f living while basking in the sunshine of these
Islands. It is through the medium of easy and rapid
transport by plane that they will be able to spend a
greater part of their leisure time in these parts and
to travel through a greater number of these islands.
It is cheaper and quicker to travel by plane than
by boat.

After Sir Alfred Savage had drawn the attention
of the people to the primary importance of tourism
'as a sub-industry, the next most important aspect of
‘the matter was whether the tourists should be attract-
ed from Europe and the United Kingdom or from
Canada and the United States. Well, I believe it is
generally accepted in this Country that we draw the
great bulk of our tourist business from the United
States. I do not propose to tire the House by quoting
any figures; because such figures as I would quote
are already at their disposal either through the Press
or otherwise.

We are rather gfatefu. for every assistance given
to us in making our Airport better and larger. We
are very mindful of the assistance given to us in de-
veloping it into a modern airport. But it is impera-
tive that we should look forward. I suppose that every
srdinarily interested Barbadian will recall that our
Airport was started with the taxes of the people of
this Colony. Its history is well-known. We started off
with K.L.M. and afterwards this was followed by
B.W.I.A. Ever since that time, since 1942 attempts
have been made to get a monopoly for B.W.L.A.
Service.

Those were the days when I sat in the Gallery;
and I recall the speeches made by the now hon. jun-
ior member for St. James and the now Hon. Premier
of this Island who fought the then Government very
strongly in opposition to granting any monopoly at
Seawell Airport to any one airline. We have gone a
long way sinee then and we have developed an Air-
port. During the World War II when a supreme
effort was being made in that direction to defeat the
c:mmon enemy, very little could have been done for
ihe sake of tourism. But since then we have gone a
long way; and those of us who differ on the question
as to what the tourist industry would mean to Bar-
bados will rerriember what Sir Alfred Savage said on
the question ; that is, that il was apparent that if we
‘had to fall back on anvthing it would be the tourist
industry.

Well now, we come down to 1953 and we realise
that the sources from which tourists should be drawn
lies between the United States and, in some measure,

by
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Canada. In other words, we have to look forward to
catering to the aiuwcrican citizens. Now, i this re-
spect, what do we find? We find that other West In-
dian Colonies such as Jamaica, Trinidad, Antigua
znd St. Lucie .o njoving (should 1 say) the privi-
lege of having American ilag-bearing airlines to call
at their islands, Let us take Jamaica for instance;
Jamjaica is a country with great potentialities, and
very many industries besides tourism to fall back
upon. Then, suppose by way of illustration, we look-
ed at Trinidad. Well, everybody knows the position
f Trinidad in regard to such things. And there is
also the example of how well St. Liucia, Antigua and,
1 think, British Guiana are progressing in air trans-
port.

Mr. Speaker, I am at a loss to understand it; 1
cannot understand it. If St. Lucia, Antigua, B.G.,
Trinidad and Jamaica car be granted landing rights,
by what stretch of the imagination or justice for that
matter can it be argued that the time is not ripe for
Barbados? We who have so often heard the Hon.
Premier and others who have had the advantage of
travelling say that we have one of the most advanced
ccnstitutions in the Empire; we, who have been so
satisfied for years in showing our loyalty to the
Throne; we in Barbados who have a population den-
sity which is greater than any other country in the
world ; we in Barbados with teeming unemployed ; we
in Barbados who find people selling houses, furniturs,
land and everything possible to go to the United
Kingdom in order to earn a living because there is
little here for them; and finally, we who have shown
our loyalty for over 300 years to the United King-
dom can say the Colonial Office, that the time is not
yet ripe for Barbados to have an American flag-
bearing airline to have landing rights at Seawell Air-
port.

6.05 p.m.

It is right for Jamaica, St. Lucia, Antigua, Trini-
dad and British Guiana; so why not for Barbados?

I believe this is a question on which every hon.
member should be above party. There is a time wWhen
the interest of Colonials must clash with the English
and we must sink any polities which we might have.
This is for the good of Barbados and Barbados must
come first above all things. I say that for this reason.
if hon. members on the Government’s Bench were in
the Opposition and they had to argue this point, I
would say that they would be doing so not in the in-
terest of party but because they were thinking of the
mhabitants of Barhados,

Now, Sir, what is the true position in relation to
this master? During the war B.W.I.A. made 1ts ap-
plication for landing rights, and since that, as I think
everybody knows, T.C.A. has been granted the right
to come. Since that a Venezuelan Airline, 1. A. V., has
been granted that right t¢ come. I am sure if you
were to take a plebiscite in this country tonight over
the question of B.W.I.A., B.O.A.C.,, L.AV. and
T.C.A., and ask them for which of these will you vote
a8 against P.A.A.) or an American Flag-bearing Air-
line, I say with the fullest responsibility that with
tew exceptions you will get 99.9% of the people of
this colony voting for P.A.A, or an American Flag-
bearing Airline to land here. I do not think the out-
come of the vote will surprise the Colonial Office
either.

Just a few nights ago, it was interesting for me
1o read this (and I think the younger people of this
colony should know it) : ¢ At the turn of the century,
right after the 1898 storm, the number of peasant
proprietors who owned land in this country was less

than 300, but with the emigration to the United States
and to the Panama Canal coming into being, the num-
ber rose to 13,000 peasant proprietors who owned
land and houses;’’ and that has caused people like you
and me to be placed in this responsible position in
this country. Is it therefore any wonder that the peo-
ple of this country would be grateful to the United
States of America? I know that they are some of us
who have been branded as anti-British, because we
exercise that right as British Subjects of freedom of
speech. Let me say at once that T am: one of those peo-
ple who are extremely proud of being a British sub-
jeet, but on these matters when you have to fight
Britain, you must do so. You will fully appreciate, Mr.
Chairman, that the Britisk has a greater sense of the
administration of justice than any other country in
the world and that is the reason why I am extremely
rroud to be my mother’s child. If she does anything
which I consider is wrong T will tell her she is wrong;
therefore, when I find the British is wrong I must say
that they are wrong,

Now, the British Government has given to Bar-
lados a system of Ministerial Government. ' They
acknowledge that we have the lowest standard of
illiteracy or the highest standard of literacy as com-
pared with these other West Indian colonies, but they
are saying that ‘‘The time is not ripe for Barbados’’.
I do not understand this double talk; it is hypoerisy.
How is the time not ripe? How can you argue in one
breath that you must have some industry besides
sugar cane? How ean you argue that something is
wrong economically in the West Indies because it has
crused the people living there to come to England,
and on the other hand you are saying you cannot give
landing rights to an American Flag-bearing Airline
in Barbados? You are saying that the tourist industry
s the only thing from which we can get income be-
sides the sugar industry. We have been fortunate
that we have had no difficulty in the crops of the
colony for a period of years, but I wonder what will
happen if you ever get a drought in this colony.

‘We have read in the newspapers of various specu-
lations by R.E.C. In another few mionths we will hear
of the final plans for a Federated British West In-
dies. Every hon. member of this House would like

‘to see the Federal Capital in Barbados because of

what it would mean to this island; but, on the other
hand, how can you think of having the Flederal Capi-
tal in Barbados with a closed Airport—an Airport
that will not admit an American Airline on scheduled
service. T said that because I do not want it to be mis-
vnderstood that an American Airline is not allowed
to. la}nd at Seawell. There is g scheduled American
Alirline service between Trinidad and New York ag
well as between Antigua and New York and it leaves
one to think why there ecannot be one between Bar-
bados and New York.

I know that some hon, members feel that to have
an American flag-bearing airline bringing American
people here to develop our tourist industry would
mean that their coming will change our way of life
in Barbados and that you will come up against cer-
tain prejudices. I am a member of the Conservative
Party in Barbados and I think it is universally
known that although I have the opportunity to walk
and talk with the rich that T have not lost the com-
mon touch. I really would like to see the man who
would tell me that I should support any kind of legis-
lation for tourism that will allow American people
to say that people looking like you and me cannot go
in the same hotel as they. There are somethings which
we miust look at as if they were the fingers on one’s
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hands; some things which cannot be separated. The
fear which some hon. members have that if you de-
velop the tourist industry and let P.A.A. have land-
ing rights here to help i1n its development, you will
bc developing an industry which is going to push
Barbadians backward and into St. Andrew, and what
not; it is unfounded. I cannot see it.

6.15 p.m.

I was in the United States of America in 1524
and I have since seen how the minority groups have
{orced their way onwards in 1955. In that country
people have got accustomed to minority groups and
they have realised that they have to give them the
bighest positions of responsibility, positions that have
not yet been given to any person of African descent
in the entire British Army. They have employed
Negroes to do what the British Government has not
seen fit to offer them to do. When I stand here and
advocate tourism, I am not advocating anything whica
would mean that the hon. member on miy left, the
hon, junior member for Christ Church, would have
a hotel and conditions would be like those which ob-
tain in Bermuda and the Bahamas, I make no apolo.
gies for that. It gave me a certain amourt of
pride to see a man looking like Mr. Hastie as Gover-
nor of the Virgin Islands. Do you think that we
would pass something for Barbados which would al-
low American Airlines to come here and say ‘‘well,
you bring tourists here and therefore you are going
to have certain measures of ostracism, segregation
and the like?’’ May I be permitted to say this? I had
the distinction of discussing the matter when I was in
the United States of America with representatives of
American Airlines. Whenever P.A.A. starts, the first
thing T will demand is that they hire people looking
like me in all sorts of jobs. I would demand that just
25 I demanded it in respect of B.W.I.A. Tt is shame-
ful to think that for the first time to-morrow B.W.I.A.
will be hiring coloured stewardesses; they did that
after we mlade a noise in here,

On the other hand, I do not think I am as strong
as the Premier has been in 1942 His opposition -
those days to a monopoly, while it is now history, is
recorded in a very famous speech which he mads
on the floor of this House. We have been reading
quite recently of the mystery of the Pan American
flasco, may I say? We have been reading of what
has been happening at the Colordal Office; and what
I am wondering is whether the Government of this
country appreciates that whatever measure of free-
dom it is alleged that one is given, however much
You are given the opportunity to take charge of
your own affairs to a certain degree, to refuse to
allow an Airplane bearing an American flag to land
at Seawell coming from New York and bringirg
tourists here, is an act of economic strangulation to
this colony and you are relegating it to the status
of a fifth-class colony.

I am hoping that honourable members will take
a very serious view of this matter this evening. When
an Address was passed in this Chamber in 1953
-refuge was taken by the Secretariat and the Govern-
ment that there was no request about this matter
and that the matter would be transmitted to the
Secretary of State for the Colonies. Six months
afterwards when enquiries were made about the mat-
ter I understand that the application had been sub-
mitted and that is all we have heard. The next thing
I knew, (I think the publiec should be acquainted with
these things) was that there was no necessity for hav-
ing an American flag bearing Airline to come to Bar
bados because the B.0.A.C., the parent body of
B.W.IL.A., would be coming down from England and

New York stopping at Bermuda and taking passen-
gers to Barbados. We are talking about tourisiu
which is the lifeblood of Bermuda, and how wouid
Barbados stand to benefit to tell us that you have
a direct service coming down from England and
New York, stopping at Bermuda taking passengars
and coming here?

The next thing we heard was that B.W.ILA
would be running the Viscounts. You know, M.
Speaker, that we were led to believe that we wer:
going to have a service from New York to Barbados
a year ago; then it was to take place this year and
then somebody at a luncheon party—well, you casn
only invite me to sit at lunch because I cannot eat
lunch—at the Marine, Sir Miles Thomas, a very dis-
tinguished gentleman with a wonderful background
end career, interested purely in the Englishman’s
point of view and the B.C.A.C. people, spoke about
this matter. With the greatest respect for the ability
of this gentlemian, I say that he is as much interested
in the affairs of Barbados and of the ordinary man
in the street getting a job to do, as I am in re-arm-
ing Germany, [ Laughter].

6.25 p.m,

I was invited to the luncheon party at which
there were present this gentleman and the Hon. Prem-
fer, and I think it was then that promises were made
ic the effect that we would have had a Viscount ser-
vee since last year. Then we were promised that we
vould have that service this year; and T think that
we have at last got some Viscount planes, These planes
are supposed te bring oui tourists from New York to
Barbados. All during the talks about the addition
of a new service, it was understood that passengers
would be coming from New York to Barbados
via Puerto Rico. As a matter of faet, the
acgurance was given that one American flag-bearing
airline was prepared to inaugurate a service from
New York direet to Barbados in an eight-hour flight;
but we were informed that the Viscount authorities
would be running this service. That service, however,
is not being run to the satisfaction of all concerned.
At present, the Service is run with four planes, I
think, which are coming down to us through Ber-
muda. But we should have a direct service from New
Vork to Barbados, for the simple reason that we
want this plane service to operate as an advertise-
ment for Barbados, not for Bermuda.

I think that the people of this Island are being
taken for a ride. Qur loyalty at this stage is being
strained. A hungry or unemployed man cannot re-
main loyal for long, irrespective of his background.
‘Whose responsibility i this? If this is an elected
Chamber, and we have passed by a majority an Ad-
dress to be sent to the Colonial Office, whose respon-
sibility it is to see the terms of that Address are im-
rlemented ? If after this House has passed an Address,
the Government should see to it that the terms of that
Address are implemented, it would be greatly appre-
ciated by members on this side of the Table. I do not
know whose responsibility is that or who is fooling
whom. T am no hypoerite. 1 once told the Hon. Prem-
ier in this Chamber that hig success in running this
Government would be measured by the manner
jn which he treated the people of this Island;
generally I know what it is to be hungry.
[ will also say this: I cannot believe that
the Hon. Premier would be so stupid as
to prevent an American— [Mr. CRAWFORD : Man,
why not tell the people the truth and be done with
it?] the Hon. Premier would do nothing to prevent
an American flag-bearing airline from coming into
the Colony. What is the position with regard to this
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smatter? The Colonial Office seems to be passing the

buck to the Premier. The Hon. Premier has said that
it is not his responsibility, [A VOICE: No. he never
said so.] [Mr. CRAWFORD : He said that if thev
say the time is not ripe, he would agree.] The British
(Government has been telling representatives that it
is not their responsibility. If the Barbados Gov-

.ernment —(this is no blackmail this 15 how I uu-

derstand it( if the Barbados Government says
*‘yes’’, we (the Colonial Office) say ‘‘yes’’ too. In

-other words, the Colonial Office is saying that if the

Barbadog ‘Government should say ‘‘yes, we are will-
ing to have an American airline scheduled service,
we will say ‘“‘yes’’. 1If the Barbados Government

-ghould say ‘‘no’” then, we say ‘‘no’’. But the Gov-

ernment of Barbados is represented through the
Hon. Premier’s voice; and he says: ‘‘Oh no, that is
not so; it is a matter for you.”” Meantime, we ar~
left at a loss to know what is what. It i¢ primaril;
for this reason that we have come back to this
Chamber in order that the matter might be sei-

‘tled. We are at a loss to understand wrat is hap-

pening. It is clear that, for our salvation, we
need an American flag-bearing airline in this CoJ

-ony. When I discussed this matter on one oeccasion

with the Hon. Premier, he said that no application
‘had been received in respect of P.A.A. He explain-

-ed the historical background of international regu-

lations and what-not, and thus I became acquainted
with these vegulations. He was perfectly right
sthen, but we should like to hear something other
than that from him now.

There are times when the interests of the
Colonial Office must clash with the views of the Eu-
glish people and this is one of the occasions when it
must clash. I have moved the adjournment of the
House primarily to discuss this matter; but T am

-of the opinion that we should now go a little further

than that. I feel that, after discussing his mattey,
we should seek today, to pass an Address to His
Excellency the Governor showing that, although on

* internal affairs we are divided to some extent, on

‘matters of this sort we stand as ome. We should
stand as one for the sake of the economy and develop-
ment of this Colony; that we might increase employ-
-ment in this Colony; that the Government might
receive more from income tax, and finally, for the
-sake of increased flow into this Island of American
-dollars. We should also, as one voice today, pass a
-similar form of Address which would ask the British
Government to reopen this matter and expedite its
fulfilment without delay.

“6.35 p.m.

I now beg to move the passing of the follow-
ing Address:

THE HOQUSE OF ASSEMBLY
TO
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

, The House of Assembly desire to draw to Yous
‘Excellency’s attention its dissatisfaction with the
reluctance of Her Majesty’s Government in the
United Kingdom to grant landing rights at Seawell
Airport to an American flag-bearing airline readv
and willing to offer the island the benefit of sche.

~duled services.

2. The House is of the opinion that these
facilities should be granted without further delay and
that similar rights should be extended to any other
-reputable national airlines willing to offer sched-
uled services.

3. The House respectfully request that a copy

‘of this Address be transmitted by cable to Her Majes

ty’s Principal Sceretary of State for the Colonies
with a request for prompt attention.
Speaker.

This, sir, is the Address which T pray hon. mem-
oers will pass. I hope that honourable members
appreciate the urgency of the matter. I hope honour-
able members appreciate the entire situation in Bar-
bados and will give the necessary support to this sc
that this entire q:i2stion surrounding landing rights
for P.A.A. or other American Flag-bearing Airlincs
as well as Airlines of reputable Governments wiil
be given permission to land in Barbados.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I take
pleasure in seconding this Address. And I do so be-
cause J believe the time has come when there should
be an end to what I regard as dilly-dallying in re-
sponsible quarters with matters affecting the island.
[ do not owe allegiance to P.A.A., or BW.I.A. or:
any particular Airline. God has blessed me to travel
by wany of them and get back to this liltle rock in’
safety. 1 have seconded this Address, Sir, without
any prompting.

Anyone who takes a keen interest in what is
going on in this island cannot but be alarmed to
think that once in our history, Barbados has become
& important in the world that the landing or non
landing of aeroplanes has become one of the major
interests of the United Kingdom. We are spending
willions of pounds to improve our harbour. Would
anyone suggest that any American Flag-bearing Ship
or a Norwegian Ship should not come into Carlisle
Bay? For practical purposes, what is the difference
in landing at the Seawell Airport and landing at
Carlisle Bay ? How can you suggest in a small com.
munity like this that no American Flag bearing
airline should have landing rights here? The whole
world {oday depends on American economy for part
of its existence. In Great Britain, they have opened
their doors to American tourists. Why cannot we do
so too? The Hon. Minister for Trade made some
statement about safeguards in respeet of tourism.
Let me say that we always had those safeguards.
[ shake Government’s hands on having such safe-
guards but I cannot shake their hands on the basis
that we should have them at the expense of P.A.A. or
other American flag-bearing airplanes. We have
heard on the floor of this House (and the words were
those of the Hon. Premier) that if anybody makes
application for landing rights here, we have no ob-
jeetion to them. I want to say that if this Govern-
ment has not acquiesced with the refusal of Colonial
Office to grant permission to P.A.A. to come here
Government owes it ag a duty to the people of Bar-
vados to say so. I am satisfied in my mind that the
Colonial Office must have more regard for this Gov-
ernment than to tell this Government that it does
not agree with it on this issue, Are you a baby?

I am not taking any umbrage (as some news-
papers do) because I am not invited to certain fune
tions. 1 do not care for functions but when it com:s
to my rights, or the question of standing up for a
principle, I will stress my rights. When the Princess
was about to come here, I said that the invitations
should not be limited to certain people. It is not a
matter of how you feel; it iy a matter of public poli-
cy. There should be no aspect of discrimination in
matterg that affect us as a whole. There is no man
without a soul; therefore, any one with any idea of
gocial justice must object to any aspect of diserimi-
nation, I do not believe in the sort of diserimination
that some members of the Government believe in. I
do not believe in some people saying that someone
is coloured but they mean somebody with straight
hair and would pass for white. When you say some-
body is eoloured I take you to mean somebody who is
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black like me. I cannot pass for white, not even if 1
dropped in a ‘white-wash’ barrel. I am against your
dealing with any matter with an aspect of diseri-
mination.

At present, Mr. Speaker, the airlines operating in
in Barbados are BWIA BOAC; and I am going to
say that those airline companies have to make it pos-
sible ithat the people who travel in their airlines do
not have any complaints in rcspect of discrimination.
I can say that Dr. Eric Williamg travel in their air-
iines in October. And he met with racial diserimina-
tion when he got to Bermuda. I do not like to travel
by those airlines, because I can make a noise any-
where, If 1 got as far as heaven’s gate and I have
to make a noise there, I am going to make it.

On an issue like this I cannot really understarc
why is 1t that the Government should be involved in
any Colonial Office policy in respect to this matter
Barbados is too small to be embroiled in Colonial
Office Policy about the landing rights of aeroplanes
You have heard it said that if the American Govern
ment give B.O.A.C. the right to land in New Or-
leans, the British Government will give P.A.A th:
right to land in Barbados. It is monumental non-
sense that thig small colony should be embroiled in
that matter. Here it is, P.A.A. can land in Trinidaq,
Antigua, British Guiana and Jamaica and not in Bar-
bados. This is the only territory in which P.A.A
cannot land. You can come down non-stop from New
York to Jamaica in a P.A.A. You can do the same
thing to Antigua, Trinidad and British Guiana, but
the only place you cannot do so is in Barbados.

6.45 p.m.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: On a point of order. When

the hon. memker says that he cannot understand why
this Government should be embroiled in Colonial
Office policy, does he mean that this matter con
cerns the Colonial Office alone, and that we should
not participate in the views of the (Colonial Office?

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: My point is that if the
Colonial Office has objected to Pan American planes
landing' in Barbados, why should this Government
have acquiesced with the policy of the Colonial Office?
Why can’t this Government say ‘‘“We do not agree
with that?’’ As a matter of Party policy, not one
single member of the Labour Party could say that it
it a part of the Party’s policy that Pan American
planes should mot land in Barbadns, Tf it was so, the
members of the Government do not know anything
about it at all. They know when a plane is landing.
[Lavghter], or when they have to meet somebody at
Seawell. [Laaughter}. They do not know what is the
economic policy by which this permission for these
planes to land is granted. I am not concerned with
the pure and simple aspect of tonrism although the
(Gtovernment has been dedicated to the policy of tour-
ism. [Mr. CRAWFORD: Recently] I am not deal-
ing with that aspect of it. 1 have more inconvenrience
in changing aeroplanes when coming home to Bar-
bados than I have whew going from home to other
parts of the world ; but what strikes me as being pecu-
liar is that T can go to the Pan ‘American Office in
New York to get transportation to Trinidad whereas
in other places T have to sleep overwight.

At this stage Mr. SPEAKER, left the Chatr and
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair.

Mr. P. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, as
I was saying you can purchase a Pan American ticket
in other places to go to other islands. What T cannot
understand is why the members of the Barbados Gov-
ernment desire to be in an inferior position to those of
Jamaica, Trinidad or British Guiana. You can jgo to
any of these islands and buy a ticket to travel by other
airlines, but in other places you are told that you
Imust buy a ticket to go by B.W.LA. or B.O.AC.

I waui to travel as a free agent; I do not like the idea |

of this smugness. We have reached a stage in our-
political development where I feel that the (Govern-
asent should be in a position to say on behalf of the-
people of Barbados ‘‘we regard this matter as some-

thing which concerns us’’ and it is more concerned.

with us than it is with any Cabotage arrangement. I
know that people who are engaged in the tourist in-
dustry are not politically-minded in the same way
ss I am politically-minded; the motives which are

guiding them to bring Pan American planes here-

is to make money. My motives are that if they are mil-
lions of people in the United States of Almerica who
can travel in and out of Barbados and, vice versa, &
few Barbadians can travel to New York with this iu

.convenience, why should we spend so much of the
taxpayers’ money at Seawell and then refuse to allow
other Airlines to land up there? We could have toid

the public that we wanted to build the runway for

one Airline only. I doubt if any member of the pub-
lic could claim that Barbados should remain any
stop gap in the affairs of the world based on Cabotage
arrangements between the United States of America
and the United Xingdom. West Indian Governors
just went to the United Kingdom and argued about

international agreements which affect the various.
territories; the very Australian Government asked to-

modify the terms of G.A.A.T. in order that it could
trade with the rest of the world.

As Barbadians, we are somewhat docile and we
do not want to blow our own horn ; but with this atomic
agz if von do not blow your own horn you rwill be
blown: up [Loughter]. T know that if the Trinidad
Government were placed in the position of the Bar-
bados Government, or if the Jamaican Governmient
were placed in the position of the Barbados Govern~
ment they would be in much difficulty in accept-
ing this thing from the British Government. I want
to say this: Hon. Mr. Bustamante has focussed more

attention in the West Indies than any other West In-

dian has done when it comes to these matters. He gets
more money by his methods than by the methods em-
rloyed by others. In respect of the recent hurricane,
ha has asked where the money is being sent; he went
to England and said that he wanted to see the Queen
and he has said that he should be the Prime Minister
of the West Indies.

This constitution which we say we are preserving
today is the same constitution which the Conserva-
tives preserved for us by not agreeing with the Colo-
nia] Office in those days when there was no question
of self-determination, self-government, Ministerial
Status or anything like that. It is the same Constitu-
tion which we say is the best in the world. If the

Colonial Office says they do not feel that these planes:

should land here, you as a Government should be-
able to say ‘whether you agree with that or not.
6.55 p.m.

Furthermore, T want to say this: this Government
could not do it. There was once a South African going:
into Trinidad. The Ministers would not say that a
South African should not come here; but they are for--
getting that a Barbadian could not go to South
Africa. Anyway, they had to send back the South
African from Trinidad. If a thing like that had hap--
pened in Barbados, the sword of Damocles would have:
come down upon your head. I should like to hear the-
Hon. Minister of Communications on that. I notice
that the Hon. Minister is wearing a black tie today. T
think one of his hernchmen died today. God bless him!
[laughter] [Hon. M. E. COX: Why not; he has con-
tributed to the money of the Union]. If you knew how
b lost his job—

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: TIs the hon. member
still addressing the Chair?

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Yes, Mr. Deputy
Speaker. 1 should like to hear what the Hon. Minis--
ter of Comimunications has to say on this matter. e
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<is a man who has always stood up for eertain basic

principles relating to the tourist trade. Some time ago
I was reading some historical articles relating to the
development of this Island, and I noticed what the
Hon. Minister of Communications had to say on the
question of discrimination in relation to tourist trade.
I should like to know what is the Hon: Minister’s at-
titude today. I am not referring to the press-staie-
ment which was made declaring that somebody else
was dealing with the matter. This bears as much re-
lation to the Minister of Communication’s Portfolio
as do the roads at Haggatt Hall. This comes under
the head of Communications, and there is no point
iit telling me that it concerns the Hon. Premier. You
cannot reduce me to anybody’s ‘boy-in-the-yard.’
This is as much the Mivister of Communication’s
business and Portfolio as the doing of a road in Hag-
gatt Hall. Further, I will say this: if he, as Minister
of Communications, felt strongly on such a matter as
this, the Hon. Premier would have to respect his
opinion on it. It is not a matter of party poliey in
vthich case he would have but a personal opinion.

' There is no party policy in this; and I should like

if the Hon. Minister of Communications feels that
what was told to the Colonial Office, T go still further:
If the Hon. Minister of Communieations feelg that
there should be a foreign airline with landing rights
at Seawell Airport, the Hon. Minister should be
.strong enough to tell the Colonial Office that they
should receive a delggation with himself as head.
1 Applause]. The Hon. Minister of Communications
thinks I am laughing. I have had dealing with the
Colonial Office apart from Government.

The other day there was some talk about East
Africa and somebody asked me about going on a mis-
sion to Bast Africa. I said to him that I did not wish

‘to go on anmy mission to Bast Africa with three white

men, myself being the only black man. .At least, there
must be two looking like myself. They talk about
the American flags or flag-bearing airlines or what-

-ever it is; but I am not making any flag-bearing or

flag-waving speech. With me, it is a matter of pure
honesty.

I was saying, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that so far
as the Minister of Communication’s Portfolio is con-
cerned, I feel it would be his duty, or the Govern-
ment’s duty to speak out if an issue like this became

.a national issue. They should examine it in the light

of their own knowledge. They say they do not agree
with the tourist trade. But the Hon. Minister of Trade
has said that the Government agreed in the Five Year
Plan to the policy of tourigm. I have seen with my

-own eyes some people spending a great deal of money

1o advertise tourism. When you take up the New
York Times, which is a newspaper that would take
you a whole year to read in, full, and which you could
not attempt to put into your baggage for fear it
would weigh more than the 144 pounds allotted to
you, what do you find? In the list of advertisements,
they carry you down to Bermuda ; and at this stage it
would require a telescope to enable you to ifind Bar-
bados there. The minute size of the advertisement

-on Barbados is something remarkable. It is not as big

an advertisement as & hurricane. Recently, we had

-an experience, which ini a certain way might be regard-
-ed as a blessing in disguise. By that I mean that tha
‘glreatest boon to the tourist industry was ‘Hurricane
-Janet’. People who knew nothing of Barbados were

asking about it; pronouncing ‘‘Barbados’’, of courss,
ag they liked. Through the medium of the hurricane
Barbados was advertised; and such was the effect of
it, that the American trade unions regretted, if for

‘that matter only, that we were not worse off

[VOICES: Hear, Hear!]. T hope that if any clothing

the Hon. Minister of Trade will allow us to receive
them.

Tourism means something to the Hon. Minister’s
Portfolio. You do not have to spend any money in
order to allow Pan-American Air lines to come here,
nor do you have to spend any money in the United
States in order to bring tourists here. I know that,
from the point of view of convenience, it is not aiways
possible to have Barbados as the venue of conferences
on the grounds that Barbados is not the first port of
call from the North American Continent, and dele-
gates do not like the idea of stopping off at other
places before reaching here. They prefer to come here
direct from New York. We in Barbados more often
than is necessary have to go to Trinidad in order to
take a plane to New York.

The Hon. Minister of Trade was in Geneva with
me this year and he saw for himself in that little
city of Geneva how the tourist industry is built up
There are such a variety of articles made in Geneva
to attract tourists that I would invite all those who
may be interested in the development of the tourisc
industry of Barbados to visit Geneva and get an idea
of how a tourist industry ought to be developed. No-
body could go to Geneva and return without being
mmpressed by the many attractions of (Geneva. The
City is full of all the little gadgets that are made
by the preople of Geneva to be sold to tourists and.
visitors in general. In this way, so many hands are
profitably employed in Geneva that the people of
Geneva hardly want for anything. Their tourist in-
c¢ustry was built up after the League of Nations
made Geneva their Headquarters,

7.05 p.m.

Barbados is becoming a fancy as a tourist siie.
On my part, I will say let me eome back and die on
this roek from wherever I go, and I have travelled
to many places, so I know what they are like. As
long as you have a little money in your pocket, you
can die in this country with ease. The Minister of
Trade should be able to tell his other colleagues
what Geneva is like when it comes to the tourist
trade. With the exception of the Hon. Premier,
none of the others hag been there. I can say that
reople from outside are willing to come here. I do
net know if some honourable members are living in
Barbados or on a different site. Of course, soms
scientists have said that when you are living In
Barbados you are living on the outside of the world.
However, if members of the Government were giv-
ing their attention to what is happening in the
world, they will see that people in the United
States of America are willing to come to Barbados.
Even our familieg who are living there like to keep
in touch with us by coming down to visit us us every
now and then in aeroplanes, and you cannot say
that they are by any means rich tourists. I met a
lady and her husband at the airport in Puerto Rico
when I was coming here this month. They did not
know I was a Barbadian. They were saying how
nice this country of Barbados was, they had stayed
at some place in Hastings, and spoke in glowing
terms of the island as compared with Trinidad and

Antigua. Barbados appeals to people from ths
other side. We who live in it do not realise its
advantages. I cannot understand why this Govern-

ment is so willing to keep American tourists out.
‘We are going to subsidise BW.LLA. I can gc
further and say, that when you embark on some
planes of this airline you get treated with more
diserimination than you get outside. P.A.A, is one
of the oldest airlines in the world, and I can say
that when it comes to courtesy which you receive
on that service, it eannot be compared with any in

-should be sent to the Barbados Workers Union that | the world. There is a contrast in courtesy when you
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come down on P.A.A, and get off and take a
B.W.I.A.; you tees i in your bones. The courtesy,
the warmth and the way in which you are made to
fcel when you wavel by P.A.A, make you feel that
if you die in t. . . on that plane, you will be dying
in good companv. Mr. Speaker, T said that to show
an aspect of the American way of life when it comes
to business with hotel service and iunings of that sort.
All classes of people are treated with such courtesy
as would outstrip anything which you will find 1
the West Indies.

As T was saying, this Government has agreed to
give a subsidy to B-W.LA,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not think the
honourable member is correct when he sayg so. A
certain amount of money has been put in the
Estimates towards a subsidy for B.W.LLA.; but the
assurance has been given that nothing will happen
until the Agreement Lias been ratified by the Legisla
ture.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I say the Government
has agreed. 'The Government has agreed and the
Agreement hasg to be ratified by the Legislature.
The Government has agreed to subsidise B.W.LA.
but the Government has not heen asked to subsidise
P.A A, or 1.C.A.; all that the Government is asked
1o do is to permit these airlines to land in Barbados.

I will say further that whenever you see other
airlineg begin to run in Barbados, you are going tu
find the island’s trade is going to increase, becauss
American nationals like to travel by their own air-
lines. Not ~»'v that but, P.A.A. have a travel plan.
You can go io their office in the United States and
buy a ticket on a plane. I say again, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, if in the United Kingdom they are opening
their gates to American tourists, why should it nob
be possible for us to do so? I have seen them in
London in great numbers. As a matter of fact, it
is difficult, to get a passage by train or ferry boat in
July because there were so many American tourists
in England. Every »irline that come to London was
packed with tourists and I know that those people
would be glad to come here where the climate is
superior to tiat of England. As you know, Your
Honour, if you are in England in July, it is just
as if you are in a nlace called Iceland. People only
travel to those wplaces because P.A.A. and other
American airlines are allowed to land in Eagland.
They would prefer to come here where our climate
is supertor, [Cheers].

Mr. Deputy Speaker, what would you think
that people in Tmnndan would say of the British Gov-
e¢rnment if an attempt wag made by the British
Government to stop P.A.A. or any American flag-
bearing airline landing at their airports? Can you
imagine the British Government subsidising
B.O.A.C. (although the British Government owns
ii) or British European Airways? Do you think
that their own airlines officials wonld ever suggest
that only British flag-bearing airiines should lanad
at the TLondon Airport? Now, the Barbados Gov-
ernment does not own any airlines, we only have
a little moth plane. But we have an airport. You
are asking the taxpayers to improve the airport and
they cannot even go there to look on. I see the
people In _'udies isico go to the airport there which
1s one of the best in the area, and there is no ob-
jection., It is true that you pay a fee.

Now, how can we in Barbados suggest that the
time is not ripe for P.A.A. to come here? There can
be no reason for us to refuse to grant that airline
permission to land here, if they waunt to land. Of
course, the Government has said that this airline
does not want to land. What is this smugness about

their wanting to land but not asking permission
to land? They say, that the reason why P.A.A.
would not apply to the Barbados or the British.
Government for landing rights was because they
know that the American ‘Government cannot
open up a hole for the British Government to-
allow their airlines to go to New Orleans.
I have read in the newspaper, (I do not know if the
Hon. Minister of Communications knows anything
about it) of a statement coming.from Colonial Office
that the time is not ripe for P.A.A. to come here.
Are we picking fruit? Why is the time not ripe?
That is the sort of talk you heard before. "They said
that the time is not ripe for the people in Barbados
to have Ministerial Government. Now, that they
see we have it, they say we are running our own
affairs as efficiently as anybody else. I do not know
if it is that we are ‘‘forced-ripe’’ or squeezed Tripe.
I know that our Ministers would be the langhing
stock of the whole Caribbean, if they are aspiring
to Federation on the basis that they have to be run.
by the dictates of Colonial Office. Does the Colonial
Office come out and work for us? Do the taxes I pay
go to Colonial Office? This colonialism and symbol
of a dying idea is still in the heads of the Ministers.

7.15 p.m.

The five members of the Government owe their-
allegiance to the people of Barbados, not to the-
Colonial Office; they could not even get a seat in
a Borough Council in England far from being repre-
sentatives in the House of Commons. I say: let the
House of Commons and the Colonial Office run their
country; they have enough to keep their hands full
in respect of what is taking place in Cyprus and East
Africa; therefore leave us alone with little Seawell.
[Laughter]. This Government decided to make Sea-
well what it is; this Government decided to extend
the Airport but this Government cannot say what
Airlines should land at Seawell' Airport! I would
like to hear hon. members of this House tell me:
that it is the Government’s policy that the time is.
not ripe for these planes to land here. The Colonial
Office has the Government’s hands in a bag; I can
only say this: there should be no semblance of any
of this stupidity that the Colonial Office can really
tell the Barbados Government to-day what they are:
to agree with or not. I would tell the Minister of
Communications this: he has a Harbour to build and
I hope that he has not got the idea that because a
hurricane has taken place, somebody will say that
the building of the Harbour should be postponed be-
cause a hurricane will take place again. I would
advise that some of the money with which you wilf
build the Harbour will be obtained by letting as
many people as possible know of this island of Bar-
bados. We have only a one-crop industry with a
diminishing amount of work in that industry from
year to year. You can see a large number of people:
going to the United Kingdom each day and that is
sufficient indication to show that this Government
should not leave any stone unturned in this matter.

The old time Barbadian political concept was
that if any of your opponents bring forward some-
thing, it is better to reject it than to say ‘‘yes’’ to it,
pecause some people believe that you will be asso-
ciated with the people who have brought forward
that thing. There are people who do not bring for-
ward anything but they are associated with people
in other walks of life. There are people who are
associated with Pan American Airways. I do not
run any business; my business is in Nelson Street;
we are like the sun, we shine on the just and the
unjust.

Let us be factual about this matter; I am one
of those who have doubts about this matter of tour-
ism; I bave had more good treatment from white
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people out of this Island than those here; sometimes
I have to readjust myself when I come back here. 1
am not one of those who will allow this country to
be any playground for any rich American tourists

“to come here and then we have ‘to keep off the grass.”
‘T want to go into any of the hotels which are built

here; I want to go in with my friends whoever they
are; I know that we have to be cautious, because
‘Barbados is still Barbados. Those are some of the
hesitations which the Government would have and
which I have; but do not let us be afraid of saying
that we cannot have any diserimination in Barbados.
I do not like to hear ‘‘Mr. Walcott, we have one
more room remaining’’ and they send you around
to the kitchen because they know you do mot want
that room. You have to break that down; we have
too much of the idea of compromising. If you invite
the Premier to a spree in this island, the impression
seems to be that you have invited the mnation
[Laughter] ; that is a sort of eye wash they want to
give, so that when you have finished with that you
do not have to invite anybody else. 1 know, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, and you know that invitations do
not mean much to me; I am very comfortable in my
corner. 1 know that there are some people in the
community who love a spree especially if it is a
““freeness’’! [Laughter]. 1 am saying that any
aspeet of tourism which borders on discrimination,
and I know the Minister of Communications will
agree unless he has changed, sometimes we change
and grow old [Hon. M. B. COX: I agree with that].
1 cannot see within the portfolio of the Minister of
Communications anything like this would arise that
he would not fight on the basis of discrimination.
7.25 p.m.

‘We cannot get all the money we need from the
sugar industry. Let me ask this question: how many
industries are there in Barbados? That whole com-
munity to which I referred earlier is based on a
regional economy. When the Hon. Minister of Com-
munications goes to Antigua, he will find that he can
leave there and go direct to New York in a Pan-Amer-
ican airplane. Even Antigua is trying to build up
a tourist industry although they have little water
for their own native people to drink. Last year the
total rainfall in Antigua was equivalent to the
maximum recently recorded in Barbados for a single
night; viz: 8 inches. Places with certain basic defi-
ciencies are endeavouring to develop their tourist
trade. Apart from its being in the interest of the
Barbados tourist trade, what is wrong with allowing
Pan-American airplanes to land here? Why is it
that the Barbados Government should objeet? It
may be suggested by some that the speech I am now
making is of the kind that will prevent the Federal
Capital being established here. If this Island be
suggested as the Federal Capital then, you cannot
avoid allowing one of the leading airlines of the
world the right to enter the Federal Capital. I cannot
understand what it is that is preventing that.

I will be bold emough to say this now: I was

present at the Marine Hotel one afternoon at a party

at which Sir Miles Thomas was invited. At that
party the Hon, Premier made a speech and I deduced
from that speech that the Hon. Premier was not in
favour of planes other than B.0.A.C. airlines making
scheduled flights here. Pan-American Airlines was
out of the question. [Mr. TUDOR: Shame!], I

‘have my doubts and I am going to be emphatic in my

speech, when 1 say that I believe that many of the
Hon. Ministers are at heart in favour of Pan-Ameri-

‘can Airlines coming here; but owing to the constitu-

tional set up of their party they eannot voice their
opinions. Politically speaking, nobody ecan ecarry

‘me along in their fob-pocket; I must be able to work

for my living as an independent man.

From the speech which the Hon. Premier made
on that occasion, it seems that he is in favour of
scheduled flights by B.0.A.C. only. I know as much
about constitutional law as any of the lawyers in this
Chamber. [VOICES: Hear! Hear!]. I notice that
some hon. members are laughing at that statement;
but the laughter will cease after I have made my
clarification, If to-night the Hon. Premier said
that it is part of the policy of his Government to
have Pan-American Airlines landing here on regular
scheduled flights, the Colonial Office could not object.
[VOICES: Hear- Hear!] That is my confirmed
opinion; and if the Colonial Office did object, they
woutd have to show him and all of us the ‘‘ball that
snot Nelson.”” [Applause] As I once told the Hon.
Minister of Communiecations, no Colonial Office could
talk about not helping Barbados to construct a Deep
Water Harbour.

You cannot insure against a hurricane. [Hon.
M. E. COX: Why not?] 1 am not dealing with your
Adams Smith Economiec Theory. [Mr. LEWIS: He
does not understand]. Mr. Speaker, I know you can
understand. I was only telling him that a Government
cannot insure against a ricane because a hurricane
strikes unexpectedly and its damaging effects stretch
far and wide.

Now, what I shall say now is no secret; and if
they like they can lock me up for saying it: vetore
the inauguration of the Ministerial Setup the Colonial
Oftice wanted to give the titie of ‘‘ Chier Minister’’ to
the Head of our Government; but we contended that
the Head of our Ministry must be regarded as a
Prime Minister, and thus it was that we eventually
gained the title of ‘‘Premjer’’. That is no Executive
secret now. It is known that we fought for and got
what we wanted. Must you call the Head of the Min-
istry of Barbados ¢‘Chief Minister’’ merely because
the Head of the Ministry of Jamaica was called
¢‘Chief Minister’’?

I am not in agreement with the Government’s
policy in this matter of foreign airlines conducting
scheduled flights to and from Seawell Airport. I have
just returned from Geneva as a member of a Delega-
tion, and I observed what the United Kingdom Dele-
zation did. [Mr. B. D. MOTTLEY : They cannot do
that to you.}] Do that to whom? [Mr. E. D. MOTT-
LEY: To whom did they do it?] I do not know to
whom they did it; but if the Hon. Minister of Com-
munications and the Hon. Minister of Trade really
feel that they have good reasons why Pan-American
Airlines should not be allowed to conduet scheduled
flights here, they should be prepared to tell the public
what those good reasons are, and why, —ot only
Pan-American but any other American or other over-
seas airline should not be allowed to come here. That
is what T mean when I say that I know as much about
constitutional law as the lawyers in this Chamber.
The Colonial Office is as touchy about public eriti-
cism as the Devil is to go into holy water. [A VOICE:
Trusteeship]. Trusteeship? I read recently, that the
Hon. Minister of Communications went to B.@. and
said that he hoped their Constitution would soon be
restored to them. You cannot take away the funda-
mental right of election from: people. It is like the
Press; the Press is free to write what the editor wants
written! T want the Hon. Minister of Communications
to realise that an issue.like the one we are now debat-
ing is a national issue. Normally, people who travel
by airplane cannot put a man in the. House. They
cannot put the Hon. Minister of Communieations in
the House. . .

7.35 p.m. : -

Mr. Speaker, as T was saying, when -you came

m, this is a matter of such importance that I would
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like to know from the Hon. Minister of Communica-
tions and the Hon. Minister of Trade, Industry ana
Labour, who is mixed up with this matter, how they
feel about this matter, because it has reached a stags
where it is not a matter for P.A.A. or the tourisi
industry alone. Both of them, should be willing to
express their feelings to this House. Do not give
the impression that the Tourist Development Board
is hatching something against the Government, and
that this 1s an issue between the Government an‘i
the Tourist Development Board, because I cannot
be associated with that. I feel from what I have read
in the newspaper that Colonial Office is very im-
pertinent and rude to say that the time is not ripe
for P.A.A. to land at Seawell. How can the Colonial
Office get that freshness to say that the time is not
ripe ?

If what the Hon. Minister of Communications
bas reported to the Press is true. read between the
lines and you will see that some of these things
have been dealt with by other people. The Hon
Minister of Communications cannot put the Pre-
mjer in any tight spot, because in case this is made
an issue, the Minister of Communications will
have to resign as the Hon. Premier is certainly not
going to resign. [Laughier] The Hon. Minister of
Communications said in answer to journalists that
he was not responsible for all aspects of this mat-
ter which to me means that he cannot take full
responsibility for everything pertaining to this
jssue. He is not saying in respect of ‘‘the time is
not ripe’’ that he does not agree with it, but you
can see his feelings between the lines. You can see
that it is not a categorical statement by the Minis-
ter. I have reasons for believing that and it can
lead to a dangerous situation in the Community. ]
take full responsibility for saying this: there is too
much of the idea in this island that the Govern-
ment of this country has to be in agreement with
ithe Hon. Premier no matter what the other people
in the QGovernment may say. In other words, the
other people only play second fiddle. It will be sur-
prising to let you know that the Hon. Minister of
Trade did not agree with the matter that was dis-
cussed at R.E.C. and a member of the R.E.C. said he
would see the Premier about it. Well, the member
did see the Premier and what the Premier said was
different from. what the Minister of Trade said. I
heard that from a member of R.E.C.; I cannot say
what the matter was. I only say it to show the im-
pression that other West Indian Territories have of
the Ministers of Barbados. They say, that the Minis-
ters are not allowed to be independent and that their
itdependence can be superseded by the Premier in
stch matters.

The reason why I say that, is, because every
body wants to draw the Hon. Minister of Communi-
cations out about the answer given by Colonial Office
and it is the Minister’s business, because I believe
in full Ministerial respomsibility; I do not believe
in half jackets. Do not call me a Minister for Com-
munications, but when you hear of an issue which
comes under that portfolio, T cannot answer it; 1
am then only a lay reader or a sexton. [Laughter.]
The reason why I say that is because I feel the Hon.
Minister of Communicatio~s should take full respon-
sibility for anything in connection with Communica-
tions. T am one of those people who do not believe in
a Ministerial system of Government Where you have
certain pecple sitting in the Executive Committee to
advise you. If you are to advise me, advise me from
cutside. Let me ask the Hon. Minister of Communi-
cations this question: how are you going to answer
the public on this issue which is definitely one

which concerns your portfolioc? You can as well
begin to face up to the fact that the other Ministers
in the territory <are taking full Ministerial
responsibility. As a matter of fact, Jamaica, is
row asking for full self-government; and if you
do not ask for it now, Jamaica will get it before you.
I am bold enough to say that with the frontal
attack which Jamadica, Trinidad and other
territories have made at the Colonial Office on
these things, it has foreced the Colonial Office to con
cede to them miany of the things which they desired
We need, to force the Colonial Office to do the things
we wish. Jamaica has just got a big loan from Eng
land although the people there say that Mr. Manley
is a Communist or half Communist, and they are
building a big Airport at Palisadoes. We are evolving
into a federation. How is it at this stage of our
developmlent Colonial Office can tell us that the time
is not ripe for P.A.A. to land here? Why is the
time not ripe? It is my humble opinion that Colo
nial Office wonld not have made that statement to
the world if they felt that they were saying some
thing which this Government would not like to have
said about it. The British Government would not
have said that if it were against the wishes of the
Barbados Government. Let me say that they are
the most difficult people in the world to insult youa.
They are not brusque; as a matter of fact they are
very soft in their dealings with you, but they can
still give you the digs. Let me say again, that Coln
nial Office would not have said that the time is not
yet ripe if it did not feel that wag the policy of the
Barbados Government. I say, that it is a sad com
mentary on an issue like this after so muech money
has been spent on our Airport to say that we are
only allowing certain airlines to come to this coun
try.

Mr. Speaker, if it is your desire to go to dinner,
I miove that this House do now stand adjourn for
three-quarters of an hour.

Mr. BRANCKER: I beg to seecond that.

[ Asides.]

Mr. SPEAKER: I noticed that the honourable
junior member for St. Peter has already made a mo-
tion; he cannot now make another motion.

7.45 p.m.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I want a

ruling from you on this matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member cannot
make two motions; that is not allowed to be done any-
where. There is a rule to that affect.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: 1 want to know how I
can continue the debate. [ Asides] How many Speakers
have we got? On the next occasion when there is

a new House I am going to propose that there be
more than one Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member will be
allowed to continue his speech. [After a pause] 1
vwill give the honourable member the assurance that
he will be allowed to continue his speech. [A
MEMBER: You wil] be allowed to continue your
speech. ]

Mr. LEWIS: The honourable member cannct
be given permission to break the Rules.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that this House do now adjourn for three quarters
of an hour.

Mr. TUDOR: T beg to second that.

Mr. SPEAKER: The pertinent Rule in this
connection is Rule 141 which ought to be known by
every member of this House.

The question that this House do now adjourn for
three guarters of an hour was put and resolved in the




NOVEMBER 29, 1955

1801

offirmative without division, and Mr. SPEAKER
adjourned the House accordingly.
7.55 p.m.

On re-assembling.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON FEDERATION

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I should like to ask
leave to move the appointment of a Select Committee
10 consider and draft a reply to His Excelleney’s
Message No. 31 dealing with Federation. It seems to
me that this Message is intended for the information
ot the House and 1 know that other honourable mem-
bers fee] that the Message is of sufficient importance
to warrant a reply. The Message was iaid on the
Table of the House on Tuesday last. There are several
inportant aspects of the question such as that con-
cerninig the delggates and the Message says that this
Conference will have before it a Report of the Trini-
dad Conference on Freedom of Movement within the
British Caribbean Area, and the Report of the Com-
missioners which is being prepared for publication.
[ am, therefore, asking leave to move that a Select
Commiittee be appointed to consider and draft a reply
to His Excellency’s Message No. 31.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is
asking leave to move the appointment of a Select
Committee to consider and draft a reply to His Ex-
cellency’s Message No. 31 to which he has just made
reference. Unless there be any objection, leave will
be granted.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
honourable member,

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I have already in
dicated the importance of this matter. Paragraph 2 of
the Message says that His Execellency will be invited
to concur ete. I think that there are some other mat
ters that honourable members of the Housc would like
to apprise the Governor of, and thereby the Govern-
ment, before any final steps are taken. I therefore
move that a Seleet Committee be appointed to con-
sider and draft a reply to His Excellency’s Message

No. 31 /55 of 1955.

The question that a Select Commitiee be appoint-
ed. to consider and draft o reply to His Excellency’s
Message No. 31 /55 of 1955 was put and resolved in
the affirmative without a division.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honour to appoint the
following honourable members to serve as a Select
Committee.—-Hon. G. H. Apams, Hon. Dr. CuMmmins,
Mr. Tupor, Mr. BrRaNCKER, Mr. Goppakp, Mr.
Crawrorp and Mr. LEwIS.

P.A.A. DEBATE—Cont’d

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment the hon-
ourable junior member for St. Peter was addressing
the Chair and is allowed by permission to continue

Mr. ¥F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Speaker, I intend, in
miaking my closing remarks, to summarise what I
kave said; and in so doing I should like to make it
clear that nothing I have said during the course of
this debate should be regarded as having been spoken
with any prejudice against the present Airlines or
pro any partieular airline. The B.0.A.C. and espec-
ially B.W.LA. has served this territory well during
the years of World War II and the early days of air
transport development. No one could have any pre-
judice against a company such as that enjoying any
privileges. At the the same time, I do not feel that
Seawell Airport, with the vast expenditure spent on
il, should be regarded as an airport to be used only
for British Airlines alone, such as B.W.I.LA., B.0.A.C,,
or even those from the Commonwealth of Canada, to

the exclusion of all other airlines. I say that because
1 consider that we should aproach this question with-
vtit any sentimentality. I very well remember, during
my period of service on the Executive Committee,
we had to make a decision on Seawell Airport. It was
c¢ne of those cases where someone had served the Air-
port loyally and for a considerable time in a certain
capacity. My own opinion was that the decision should
not be based on how long the person had served the
Airport, but rather, what were the future needs of
the Airport. }

I feel sure that everyone will agree with me that
the vast expenditure made in respect of Seawell Aicr-
port cannot be made on the basis of excluding any
airlines from the United States. This is no party issue.
This transcends party issues. For that and for all
other reasons I feel that it would be a disservice to
the people of this Colony for me to vote for any meas-
ure that would prevent this Airport from being in
my opinion, an international airport. Ruerto Rico is
an international airport. London, Palisadoes, Coolidge
(Antigua), and Piarco art all internaticnal airports;
what is wrong with Seawell? It is fantastic to go to
the British Government and to the world saying that
you want a Deep Water Harbour, and at the same
time what is complementary to a Deep Water Har-
bour, viz: Seawell Airport, you want to make it a
closed airport. I believe in Ministerial government. 1
want to see the day when Barbados will rule itself
independent of the advice of the very people who
want to continue to rule them; I want to be in a posit-
ion to be able to respect the Ministers. But they
will lose the respect of the whole Community when
they come to this House and endorse the opinion of
the Colonial Office by saying that the time is not ripe
for Pan-American Airlines to land at Seawell Air-
port; or when the Colonial Office says so, they
make no comment on it. Perhaps they are feelinz
themselves smart; but hon. members will know why
that is. In a subtle way, people who, in the past, bit-
terly objected to any semblance of Colonialism, to-
day, seem to be imbibing the very essence of Colon-
ialism. At a time when these Caribbean Colonies are
on the threshold of nationhood, Barbados should be
protesting the very idea of the Colonial Office dic-
tating to us.

I repeat that this matter is no extra-territorial
matter. This is no war effort; no matter for Govern-
ment control ; no foreign policy. This is a matter for
the Hon. Minister ef Communications,

8.40 p.m.

1 like to be able to criticise any Minister on
anything he had done but I am not going to jomn
with the Colonial Office and do it. I am not goivg
to do like some people in this colony who have
joined with people outside to decry people in this
colony, so as to make those people feel that you are
different from those of whom you are part and
parcel. I go out of this island and there is tremen-
dous respect for me but not because of mamby-
pamby dealings. I am satisfied in my mind because
I have served on the Executive Committee that the
Colonial Office will put a lot of things down your
throat if you are willing to take it in. Tt is a fact
that we would have had a Chief Minister instead of
a Premier if the four members of the Executive
Committee from this House at the time wanted a
Chief Minister. We said we did not want it and we
got a Premier. I am satisfied that if the Ministers
of this Government said, they did not want aired
that statement that P.A.A. could not land here, no
rzember of the Colonial Office would have had the
effrontery to tell the world that. Let me tell you
agam, that you have the country behind you. Only
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a couple of weeks ago you have had the lesson that
the voice of the people is the voice of God. The
Minster for Communications knows—because he has
been on the Executive and so has a chance to know
—+that the Colonial Office dealg with Barbados with
a file. Barbados is not dealt with directly by Mr.
Lennox-Boyd or the Under Secretary of State for
the Colonies. Some small boy in the Colonial Office
sits down with a file and deals with Barbados and
it will not suit him in dealing with matters like this
to displease Sir Miles Thomas who is the head of
B.0.A.C. because he would have more power with
the Colonial Office than that small fry who is aspir-
ing to some Colonial Secretaryship.

1 say that it is a direct insult that has been
given to Barbados and to the Ministers by saying
that the time is not yet ripe for P.A.A. to land
here. Are you in agreement with that statement?

Are you going to tell us that you agree with that
statement by the Colonial Office? Who is running
this ecouniry, the Colonial Office or this Governmens?
Who ig asking the taxpayers to pay for the mamn-
tenance of Seawell? This is not a grant-in-aid col-
ony; this 1s not St. Lucia, Antigua or Montserrat.
This is Barbados, where taxpayers are paying
ihrough their noses for all the services which are
provided in -this country. We 'do not go cap in
hand to the Colonial Office to ask for something;
we budget for it. I am not going to join with any-
one from outside to eriticise you. I will fight any-
one who wanty to lower your dignity and statu-.
This colony is not a Crown Colony. I am not going
to be a party to any block, I am going to be a pariy
for peace. Let us all say that we are dissatisfied
with the statement by the Colonial Office that the
time is not ripe. If that is a statement which the
Ministers endorse, let them get up and say so in
this House; likewise, if they do not eudorse it, let
them get up and say so. The Minister for Com-
munications is the Minister responsible for this

matter. A statement like that going out from the:
Colonial Office either connotes agreement by ths

mewbers of the Government or that the Colonial
Officc has ignored this Government completely on
the matter; therefore, you can only come to the con-
clusion that thig Government agrees to that state-
ment; and if it does not, then it has been completely
jgnored by the Colonial Office. 7

With all that I have said, in favour of P.A.A.
coming here, that does not open the door to P.A.A.
of any world airline to come to this country and
institute any of the vicious practices of which we
have spoken. Mr. Speaker, you are going to find
me in the vanguard of any fight against discrimina.
tion. Nobody is going to invite me to a party be-
cause I am a M.C.P. and use me as a guinea pig
As a matter of fact, I do not go to any party at
places where I do mot normally go in my social life
as a member of the community. Keep your parties
at the places where I go, such as Queen’s Park, the
Princess Alice Playing field. Do not keep them in
a secluded atmosphere and ask me to come. I am
not like some of my people whe like to say: “‘I am
the first coloured person who went there.’’

8.50 p.m. ‘

I will give him a lecture on that on a more
eonvenient occasion but this is not the time for ii.
All T am saying is that when it reaches the stage
that only a section of the community should have
Pan American airplanes to come here on the basis
that it will cause any ‘‘Jim Crowism’’, they wiil
find me attacking that in this Assembly in the same
manner. I will attack it on the basis of diserimina-
tion. The Singer Sewing Machine Company is or
my list in this respect; I am not going to be a party

to any aspect of discrimination whatever with this
colony’s finances being stretched out as it is and
people practising discrimination, when they hawv:
cuty-free articles coming to this colony. You have
people coming to this colony, people like the Singer
sewing Machine Company, telling you that they
cannot employ coloured people. We want an 1n-

_ternational airport so that other airlines will have

the opportunity of coming here; we cannot afford to
have an airport where only B.W.I.LA or B.O.A.C.
can come here. We cannot spend thousands of dol-
lars per annum to maintain the airport and then
we cannot get the maximum trade from people com-
ing here. It is a shorter flight from New York to
Barbados by the type of plane which will bring
vou here than it is to come from Jamaica to Barba-
and do you realise that to travel from Barbados

to Puerto Rico is more expensive — it is approxi-
mately 600 miles—than it is to travel from Puerto

Rico to New York? The one is six hours or so and

" the other is two and a half hours and the latter is

more expensive than the former. That surprises
people. Moreover, you spend a much longer time
in having these through connections than the time
it takes to complete two flights. You arrive in
Puerto Rico at five thirty o’clock and you remain
there for nine hours before you can get up to New
York and that nine hours is equivalent to the time
it will take yow to fly from Puerto Rico to New
York because of this break in connection.

T hope the Minister of Communications will see
that it is in his interest as a representative of the
colony having that portfolio, that strong represen-
tation is made to the Colonial Office and let them
see once and for all that Barbadog is not as docile
as some people think it is. This is no secret because

- the honourable member has heard me speaking on it.

‘We had to fight for Ministerial Status and we got it
because we were united and people were behind us
in 1t. Every sensible Barbadian feels that Seawell
Airport should be an open airport in the same way
as the harbour in Carlisle Bay is an open Harbour.
I feel that they should get representation in this max
ter. I understand they have told the Tourist Develop
ment Association that they will support them in
this matter. Sugar producers in England are get.
ting pushed about in the case of citrus; when Hon.
Sir William Bustamante and Hon. Mr. Manley and
Hon. Mr. Gomes went up to England, you see whal
nappened? The Colonial Office does not want it to
appear that they are interfering with progress o
self-Government within the territory; they are not
going to interfere with that and on an issue lik=
this I am positive that if the Minister of Com-
munications will make strong representation in this
matler—I do not mean the sending of a eable to
Mr. Lennox-Boyd; let him get in a plane and go
up there. Let him not be afraid of honourable
members saying that he is going on a trip; do not
go on the tourist class trip.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is
siraying from the subject somewhat.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am saying that they
should go First Class passage. Do mnot send out
your Minister by tourist flight because he is su
cramped in the plane toat it takes him two days tc
get out [Laughter]. I do not know how the Minister
of Communications went; they do not go on prope:
first class flights because they feel the people will
say that you are spending too much money. They
do not put these flights for poor people; tourists
flights are for people looking like me, but a Lig
Minister should not travel in the same way. I am
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a Trade Unionist and the Trade Union has not got
much money [Laughter].
9.00 p.m.

I once had an experience with the Governmeut
and subsistence allowance. They sent me on a mis-
sion and I had to come back and get some more
money because the Government did not realise that
they had not given the delegates encugh money.
[Hon. M. E. COX: This is a poor Government]
‘Well, poor Governments have no right to be govern
ments! [Laughier] Do you think that a Minister can
leave this Island for overseas under the impression
that he can offer the people overseas a six-penny
or ten cents tip? [Mr. LEWIS': You have a silver
dollar.}] [Hon. R. G. MAPP: I went first class.] They
did not send me first class [Laughter]

Your Honour, what I am at pains to say is that
no metropolitan government would protest against
this. I would not join with any tourist association to
protest against the Government. I have never been
involved in that, because they know that I would
spill the beans.

I would ask the Hon. Minister of Communica-
tions to see that strong representation is made to
the Colonial Office; and let there be no questioa
whatsoever that the opening of Seawell Airport tv
American airlines would involve this Government in
any action that could be regarded as being disloyal
But, at the same time, we must not lose sight of the
fact that we owe allegiance to the people of
Barbados first. 1t is our duty to place at the disposal
of British airlines any facilities that Seawell Air
port may offer.
North America to this Colony incidentally means
increased trade to this Colony. It would also aet
as a stimulant to our present economic policy, and,
in the final analysis, must improve the standard of
living of the people of this Colony. [Applause].

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, because cer-
tain Colonial Office spokesmen have expressed the
view that the time is not ripe for Pan American Air-
lines to be granted landing rights in tbis Colony,
it is as well that, in this debate, every member of
this Chamber should make it publicly known what
are the views of the people of this Island in regard
to this matter. [Applause.] After all, we represevt
the eleven parishes of the island [Mr. LEWIS: The
twelve constituencies] and that constituency of the
wetropolitan parish which will soon have a Lord
Mayor; and it is well that if this debate reacheg Her
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the
Colonies, it will cause him to realise that, however,
misinformed the Colonial Office may have been in
the past, that this is one matter in which the peo-
ple of Barbados are definitely at one; viz: that we
should have a free airport in this Island [VOICES:
Hear! Hear!]

Now, two indispensible -essentials for this Island
for the improvement of its economy are, the Deep
Water Harbour and a free airport. This is the second
time today that I am speaking on one of my perennial
subjeets. Barlier today, T was discussing the subject
of adequate remuneration for jurors and marshals ar
the Court of Grand Sessions, and that has been so
for most of the time that I have been a mempber of this
Chamber. The matter now before us is one that I have
spoken on more often than I would eare to remember:
that is, the absolute necessity of a free airport for
Barbados. We have considered that, without it, we
are, economically, the most backward of the Carib-
bean Colonies. Here, we are behind Trinidad, Ja-
maica and all those islands in respect.of which we
claim that -we are the most important and that we
lead the way. But in matters of this kind we find that

But facilitating air transport from.

we are lacking in this prime indispensable of quick
travel, viz: air transportation.

In dealing with this subject we must realise that
we are facing and will continue to face an exceedingly
sinister, if not Machiavellian, opposition. At every
stage attempts will be made to sabotage the decision on
this matter. Not many months ago an Address, intro-
duced by the hon. senicr member for the City, was
fdassed in ‘this Chamber; and hon. members ‘wily
remember that, when we enquired about the acknow-
ledgement of the receipt of this Address it was dis-
covered that that Address had either been miracu-
lously mislaid, or not forwarded. It was a most
extraordinary occurrence for a matter as important
as that with which the Address dealt, having passed
this Chamber, to be pigeon-holed or misplaced. At
any rate, lost, strayed or stolen, it was discovered
that it never went near its destination, and that an
official excuse was forthcoming. Sinee then, we have
been, wondering how seriously we should treat thab
proferred excuse, knowing the official view on the
particular matter as we do. I would pause to say
that B.W.LLA. has, at last, conceded the right of a
non-Aryan to be employed as a stewardess on their
Airlines. That, to me, is another way of saying that
the game is up with them; or it is merely a ‘‘last
aiteh’ stand to keep out certain officials who, I would
not hesitate to say, are seeking imperial honours
Rut B.W.JA. has ‘missed the bus’; and taking orn
this coloured stewardess or, in other words, lowering
the colour line, will not blind us at this stage, or
eause us to do anything to prevent healthy competi-
tion from coming to Seawell Airport. It will not dc
for us. It would not do for us to be a Caribbean colony
with restrictions, in so far as any particular
national flag is concerned; but, at the same time, we
must be very wary of discriminating against our
good friends, the Americans. We know how the
American dollars which flow into this Colony, from
time to time, are appreciated. We know how many
thousands of Barbadians are comfortably settled in
the United States, and how they remit money to their
families and relatives in Barbados, which is so bene.
ficial to local trade: and helpful, generally, to the
poor people of this Island. For all those reasons, any-
thing which savours of diserimination against the
Americans should be condemned in this Chamber by,
4 unanimous voice. .

.10 pm.

Now, sir, a distinguished American friend of
mine recently was discussing ‘with me the MeCarran
Act and the question of repealing it. He said, he was
in touch with certain eminent American Legislators,
Senators and Congressmen who said, that the opening
of every Airport in the British Caribbean to American
flag-bearing airlines would be one of the greatest
incentives to repealing or substantially repealing the
MeCarran Act. He said that if 'we open our Airport
at Seawell and let Awmerican airlines come in as they
do in other parts of the British Caribbean in which
they hapipen to land now, those who are favourably
inclined towards getting rid of this quota of 100 per-
sons per colony to enter the United States in a year
would either abolish the Act under which it was made
or increase the number to 1,000 persons. Can you
seriously disagree with that point of view? Is it not
obvious that sueh a move on our part would provide
the incentive and the stimulus with which these
American legislators would like us to provide them?
They asked: would you want us to let in more than
100 per year and then the Barbados Government
would not allow an American flag-bearing airline to
come to their Airport? That is very obvious and a
matter which does not need labouring.

I would like the Colonial Office to understand
what is the view of every responsible member of this
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elected Chamber. As you know, sir, it has been said
that we have become a superannuated Chamber
Nothing would give stronger support to that point of
view than if we were to defeat a motion such as this
and that we as individuals do not represent the point
of view of those persons from. the constituencies who
sent us here. Do not get away from it, in every
parish there is a strong cry: ‘‘Let in every airline.
Out of fairness to K.L.M., let that airline first come
back, but for heaven’s sake, let P.A.A. land at Sea-
well,”” All over the island it is said that this question
of landing rights can easily become a national issue
and that nobody in opposition to it, can with any
optimism look forward to be in this Chamber very
much longer; because as you know, the poorer class
of this country believe in the Americans’ voice. They
are only thinking in terms of the United Kingdom
now because America is closed to all intents and
purposes and because the United Kingdom. is some-
where to go now and it is better to go there than to
remain here.

. There is another aspect to this matter, and it has
also been put to me by a West Indian legislator
friend. He said to me: ‘‘Are you all in Barbados
really serious in expecting you will get the Federal
Capital in this island without having a free Airport?
Can anyone take you seriously, when you say that you
are looking forward to being the Federal Capital,
and yet you do not have a free Airport as you have
in Trinidad, British Guiana, Jamaica and other West
Indian colonies? It is hard to believe. So, sir, I think
it is time we become realistic from this standpoint:
that we in this Chamber should bhe really reflecting
the point of view of the people of thig island. They
are enthusiastic, at least 80% plus, at the opening of
the Seawell Airport; therefore, sir, in that case, it is
our plain duty that we should speak one after another
in favour of this Address and vote unanimously for it
to. ensure that the expression by the Colonial Office
Official that the time is not ripe is his point of
view and does not represent the point of view of any
section of the community in Barbados.

Sir, nothing, I think, is more important than we
should have our American emigration open again so
that we can continue to go and settle in the United
States, and in order to do that, we must do some-
thing to repeal the McCarran Act. Let us help our
friends in America to repeal that Aect, by this an-
ticipatory reciprocal gesture of opening our Airport
to American flag-bearing airlines,

I think, sir, when this Address is passed (and
I cannot see this Chamber not passing it) that we
must take steps to make sure that it is not pigeon-
holed but that it goes in quick time to the United
Kingdom. It is too important to remain in one ot
those Secretarial pigeon holes which are like some
waste paper baskets, or to be placed on one of those
desks which are receptacles for forgotten things. I
Lope when it is passed it will be sent immediately to
the United Kingdom and I trust it will be passed
unanimously. As a matter of fact, I will like to
hear anyone who can make a well-reasoned argument
in opposition to it.
that we have our friends in the House of Commons
to make enquiries to Colonial Office to ensure that
the cable as a result of the action of this House to-
night is safely received.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker—

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable junior mem-
ber for St. Lucy intimated his intention of speaking
next.

Mr. TUDOR: If I may be permitted, I would
like to proceed a little later, when I hear something
from the other side.

Then let steps be taken to ensure

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir, I was waiting for a
similar expression of views from the other side of
the Table, and I thiuk it is high time that we should
have it. I must begin by confessing that I am not
at all enamoured over the phraseology of this Address.
The Address claims more or less that the House is
dissatisfied with the reluctance of Her Majesty’s
Government in the United Kingdom granting land-
ing rights at the Seawell Airport to an American
flag-bearing airline. That is assuming that the ob-
jeetion to landing rights at the Seawell Airport to
American flag-bearing airlines comes entirely from
the British Government and I am not at all satisfied
in my mind that that is the case.

3.20 p.m.

Now there was some discussion at Hastings
House a few months ago. Mr. Probst, who is connect-
ed with Pan American Airlines, quoted Sir George
Cribbet as saying at discussions in Washington in
May this year that he would have to consult the
Barbados Government before committing himself as
to whether or not an American flag-bearing line could
use Seawell Airport. When the Financial Seecretary,
Mr. Burrowes, was asked to comment on that state-
mient by Sir George Cribbet he ‘‘passed the buck’
and said it was not a matter for the Barbados Gov
ernment. Well, T presume that Sir George Cribbet
knew more of what he was talking than Mr. Bur-
rowes. Therefore, I am not at all in agreement with
the phraseology of this Address which places all
the blame for this matter on the shoulders of the
United Kingdom Government. Thig is why I was hop-
ing that at some earlier stage some QGovernment
spokesman, would have enlightened the House and the
public as to where the Government stood in this
matter.

It is an open secret that either the Colonial
Office or the United Kingdom Government for that
matter, feels, to use their own expression, that the
time is not ripe for an American flag-bearing Airline
to use the Barbados Airport: and it is also an open
secret that the Premier of Barbados at the Colonial
Office has expressed the view that if the British Gov-
ernment feelg that the time is not ripe, he also feels
that the time is not ripe! [Cries of ‘““Shame’’ and
Laughter.] The Premier himself has admitted to a
responsible body of men en his return to Barbados
that he said so. [Hon. R. G. MAPP: Are you one of
the responsible body of men?] I will deal with you
later. The Premier has admitted before a responsi-
ble body of men that if the Colonial Office feels that
the time is not ripe, he will agree with that. T want
to compare the attitude of this Government in this
matter with that of the Jamaican Government in a
similar matter. About four or five months ago the
Jamaica Minister of Trade and Commerce, Hon. Mr.
Isaces, circularised the K.I.M. B.0.A.C. and Pan
American Companies asking them to get the Interna-
tional Travel Association to agree to a reductior in
the rates of planes going from New York to Jamaica
in order to improve the tourist traffic. They wanted
to get the special excursion rate of $100 from New
York to Jamaica. Before 1952 this special excursion
rate existed and in 1954 the Pan American line which,
of course calls at Jamaica, endeavoured to get the
special excursion rate re-introduced and it was
blocked by whom? B.0.A.C. It was blocked by
B.O.A.C. on the ground that if that special excur-
sion rate were re-introduced, the rate structure in
the Caribbean area would have been disrupted. The
Jamajea Government is not like the Barbados Gov-
ernment, and the Jamaica Minister of Trade and
Commerce is not like the Minister of Trade in Bar-
bados. The Jamaica Minister of Trade and Com-
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merce is not a marionette which dances when some-
body else pulls the string; so that although B.0.A.C.
has opposed the re-introduction of the special ex-
cursion rate, you find the Minister of Trade and
Commerce still probing and opposing the British
Government, and circularising foreign Airlines cali-
ing at Jamaica asking them to see that this rate is
restored in order to increase and expand the tourist
trade in Jamaica during the off-season.

I think that everybody in this Island execept
the Minister of Trade would have read recently that
although this is only the month of November,
Jamaica has had its one hundred thousand tourists
for the year., What I am merely doing is this: 1 am
drawing a comparison between the acumen of two
people. [Hon. R. G. MAPP: Finish the story.]
The story is not yet finished. B.0.A.C. is fighting
them. The British Government is concerned with
itself but our Minister is econcerned about the Brit-
ish Government! That is the difference. [Hon. R. G.
MAPP: He is a marionette for Da Costa.] I would
rather be a marionette for getting an Airline here
than getting a special hearse in here. |Laughter.]
In my opinion, if the local Government were as in-
sistent upon a change in policy by the British Gov-
ernment as they should be with regard to an Ameri-
can flag-bearing Airline using Seawell Alrport we
would not be fighting this question here again this
evening. Although this issue is in the melting pot,
we are yet to hear any Government spokesman ex-
pressing the view that they are using the good
offices of the Colonial Office to get what they want.
They cannot do it because the Leader of the Govern-
ment is such that whatever the Colonial Office does
he will be in agreement with it.

9.30 p.m.

Now, in addition to that, it is not easy to under-

stand how the Colonial Office can say that the time

is not ripe for an American flag-bearing airline to
call at Barbados, when you have American flag-bear-
ing airlines calling at other islands in the British
West Indies. Two previous speakers have mentioned
Trinidad, British Guiana, Antigua and most of the
islands which, in the near future, will be federated.
If the time is ripe for them to have, in some cases.
miore than one airline. wky is it not ripe for Bar-
bados? But the answer is to be found in the remarks
of the Hon. Premier a few months ago. He said that
when B.0LA.C. can fly from New York to Chicago.
Pan-American is going tho come here. In other words.
he is defending the unilateral use of Seawell by
B'W.IA. until such time as the Americans agree to
let B.0.A.C. do what they want. And he was stupid
enough to suggest that B.0.A.C. can fly from New
York to Chicago when Pan-American can come here
Even different American airlines cannot fly from one
American city to another, much less to suggest that
a British airline could entirely link up the cities of
the United States of America. The Hon. Premier fur-
ther added, that if Pan-American should be allowed
to come to Barbados to conduct scheduled flichts from
Barbados to Trinidad. B.W.I.A. would fold un like
a concertina. [Hon. R. G. MAPP: When was that?]
You are too 1g'noranf to know what T am talking
about.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, on a point of
order. T want to enquire from the hon. senior mem-
ber for St. Philip when it was that the Hon. Premier
niade those remarks which the hon. member has just
quoted ?

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question and not a
toint of Order.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: But, surely, Mr. Speaker, 1
should have the right to clarify those remarks on a
point of Order.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a point of Oxrder.
'That is the regular form of asking a question in order
to elicit information.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: In case, Mr. Speaker, I did
not hear the hon. member correctly, I can ask him
tc repeat what he said. ™

Mr. SPEAKER: You have not asked that. Is the
Hon. Minister now asking the hon. senior member for
St. Philip to repeat what he said?

Mr. CRAWFORD : That, Mr. Speaker, is an en-
tirely different matter. If I were to attempt to en-
lighten him on what I said, it would take two weeks.
‘What I said and what I w1]l repeat is this: on the last
occasion that this matter was discussed, we were dis-
cussing a resolution for a sum of money to spend on
Seawell Airport; and I took the opportunity again to
raise the question of the use of Seawell Airport by
American airlines. 1t was then that the Hon. Premier
said that when B.0.A.C. can fly from New York to
Chicago, Pan-American can come here. [Hon. R. G.
MAPP: He is telling lies.] Mr. Speaker, I object to
the hon. member saying that I am telling lies.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am asking the hon. member
rot th use any unparliamentary remarks. The hon.
member has used certain unparliamentary words
which have reached my ears; and I am asking him—

Hon. R. G. MAPP: 1 have not spoken to the
Chair.

Mr. SPEAKER: If, in this Chamber, hon. memr
bers can make asides, using unparliamentary lan-
guage, and they can shelter under the defence that

| they were not addressing the Chair, then anything

can happen in this Chamber. [VOICES: Hear!
Hear!] On the other hand, if hon. members can rise
to the true dignity of their position and withdraw re-
n:arks that I have heard, then, they would be doing
tkemielves and this House a service. It is a question
of honour or dishonour. There is no pertinent rule
under which asides can be considered coverable; but
surely, when hon. members make sueh loud asides,
that they reach, not only the Chair, but the Gallery,
Yon, members should in duty be moved to make an
apology. At this stage I will say no more, except that
if the hon. member does not retract, I will make a
ruling.

Hon. M. E. COX : Mr. Speaker, if I may be allow-
ed to make a few remarks—

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. memwber will not be
allowed to speak.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I made sota voce remarks to
the Opposition.

Mr. SPEAKER: If that hon. member has said,
‘“He is telling lies’” that would only be referring to
the hon. member who was speaking. Let us get right
down to straight facts. The hon. member has said in
reference to the hon. senior member for St. Philip:
‘“He is telling lies’’; and he must withdraw those re-
marks or T would resign this position.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, if that is the
case, T beg to withdraw.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member says
he has withdrawn. The honourable senior member
for St. Philip may now proceed.

Mr. CRAWPFORD: This says: ‘“When the
American Government says that B.0.A.C. can ﬂy
between New York and Chloago—

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the honourable member
reading from the Official Debates of this Heuse?

Mr. CRAWFORD: From the Official Dehates.
Mr. Speaker.
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Mr. SPEAKER: For what date?

Mr. CRAWFORD: I have written it down from
the Debates.

Mr. SPEAKER: Oh, I see. The honourable
member will rnot be allowed to quote from notes.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I can let Your Hon. see
‘them. That is what he said: ‘“We are supposed to
be encouraging: a West Indian Air Service.”’

Mr. SPEAKER: I want to make it quite clear.
‘The Hon. Premier is not in his place. If he is going
to be quoted he will not be misquoted, and T will not
accept anything that does not appear in the Official
"Gazette. Any notes which the honourable member
may have taken which are not official or which are
from any newspaper, he will not be allowed to read
from. We know too well the newspapers of this
Island. [A VOICE: Including ‘tie Beacon’] ‘The
Beacon’ too. [Laughter].

Mr. CRAWFORD: I will not quote from any-
thing now; I am going to tell you from my own head
what he said; and what he said was this: ‘““We are
supposed to be encouraging a British West Indian
air service. B.0.A.C. is losing money. If we allow
Pan-American to come and take passengers from
here to Trinidad, B.W.I.A. will fold up like 2
eoncertina.”’

Well now, I began by saying that it was a
stupid remark; because Pan-American cannot be
allowed to take passengers from Barbados to
Trinidad. But it was an irresponsible imaginative
remark which could only spring from a sick mind
conjuring visions within itself.

9.40 pm.

He knew or should have known that under the
International convention known as the Cabotage
agreement, no foreign airline can take passengers
other than to points in the same area. Now, it is diffi-
cult to reconcile his attitude now with his attitude in
1942 when we began first to discuss the use of Seawell.

Mr. SPEAKER: Before quoting, would the hon-
ourable member look and see what date Official
Qazette it is. I would like to know. The honourable
member knows the Rules of this House. .

Mr. CRAWFORD: Thisisa %uestion whieh has
come up again. The date of the Official Gazette 18
January 25, 1955. If the matter comes up agamn-——-——

Mr. SPEAKER: I will read Rule 120 for the
benefit of this House. It is as follows :—

“No member is to allude to any debate of the
.same session, upon a question or bill not being then
under discussion, except by indulgence of the House.
for personal explanations.’’ _

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I am craving
the indulgence of this House to quote from that debate
because my integrity has been attacked.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will have to put it to the
House. The honourable member is seeking the indul-
gence of the House for the Rule to be waived to
make this reference. Honourable members will indicate
by their voice. Honourable members who are in
favour will please say ‘‘AYE’’ and those against will
please say ‘““NO.”’ I think the ‘“AYES’’ have it.

Mr. CRAWFORD : This is the Official Report of
the debate which took place in January, 1955. It
appears in the Official Gazette on page 451. This is
what the honourable senior member for St. Joseph
said :— .

‘““When the honourable senior member for the
City gets up and talks, I will ask h#m to use his influ-
ence on his American friends to let B.W.LA. run be-
tween New York and Chicago. We are supposed to
‘be encouraging a West Indian service to link these
islands up. B.W.ILA. is losing money year after year.
B.0.A.C. loses money; but the ery we hear today oxr
which we have heard on other occasions, is that we
should let Pan-American Airways squeeze out

B.W.ILA. still more. If P.A.A. takes passengers be-
tween Barbados and Trinidad, B.W.L.A. will fold up
like a Concertina. Aceording to the International
Agreement, whether it is the U.K., the U.S.A.
Germany, France or any other country, you agree that
a foreign Airline will fly into your territory and drop
passengers, but it cannot take up any one between two
points in your country. In other words, an Airline
cannot take up passengers between two points in &
foreign country.”’

That is exactly what I said just now. Only a sick
jmind could have conjured up a vision like that be-
cause there was never at any time the suggestion that
P.AA. be asked to fly between Barbados and Trini-
dad to take passengers.

Now, Sir, I want to quote from the speech, made
by the same honourable senior member for St. Joseph
in 1942 when this House was first discussing the use
of Seawell Airport by foreign airlines. At that time,
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph was
bitterly opposed to the granting of a monopoly to
B._\(?lv.I.A. for the use of Seawell. This is what he
said :—

‘] am fundamentally opposed to any thing whicu
it iny the nature of ‘monopoly. 1 go further. I agn oppos-
ed_to anything in the nature of a public utility being
left to the tender mercies of a commercial eoncern
whose motive is private profit.”’

He went on to say:—

‘“We are fighting: & war in which we are saying
that things have been bad in the past, a war against
perpetuating private or class privileges, and then at
the same time the Colonial Office is telling the Lee-
ward and Windward Islands to sign on the dotted
line, and telling Barbados that we will be in a hole
if 'we do not sign on the dotted line. I have sufficient
warmth in my body, and I hope other members of
the House also, to talk back to the Colonial Office.”’

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the honourable member still
reading from the debates?

Mr. CRAWFORD: Yes, Your Honour, it is the
debate of 1942, T am quoting from the speech of the
honourable senior member for St. Joseph with re-
spect to the granting of a monopolistic agreement to
the B.W.LA.

9.50 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the honourable mem-
ber quoting from?

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am quoting from a speech
made by the honourable senior member for St. Joseph
made in 1942,

Mr. SPEAKER: The size of the paper is some-
what unusual.

Mr. CRAWFORD: This was in 1942.

Mr. SPEAKER: I was not here in 1942.

Mr. CRAWFORD: That was the misfortune of
the House. This is what the homourable member
said ; he hoped that other Members of the House would
talk back and he went on to say this:

‘“As a matter of principle the suggestion of
B.W.I.LA. has nothing to recormend it’’ and then
he went on: ““I do not rate my own judgment or
that of other members so low. I feel quite capable
of pointing out its mistakes to the Colonial Office.’”’
That was before he was awarded the C.M.G
[Laughter]. He went on to say this “‘T feel that its
present policy is merely a perpetuation of the per
nicious imperialist system of lending Government
aid to private companies desirous of reaching out
their tentacles towards the exploitation of more and
yvet more “native’’ markets, and supporting that
policy by means of gunboats.”’

That was the honourable senior member for St
Joseph speaking in 1942. He was bitterly opposed
to the granting of unilateral use of the Airport tc
B.W.IL.A, but with a knighthood looming in the dis
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tance, he has the effrontery to admit that if the Colo-
nial Office feels that the time is not ripe, he agrees
with that. Is that not sheer hypocrisy, double deal
ing, and treachery to the best interest of Barbados?

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has
made use of rather strong language; I should 1}ke
the honourable member to make use of language which
is not so strong. The use of the words ‘‘double deai
ing and treachery,”’ borders on the unparliamentary.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I mean that the actions
themselves were not in the best interests of the coun
try. To have said what he said in 1942 and then
what he said in 1955, double dealing in a mild ex-
pression to use, because the two statemenis are as
fundamentally apart as the North and South Poles.
It would be difficult to understand that it was t}le
same person who was speaking. The position is this:

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of Order. The
Premier is not here, and after all this is the House
of Assembly; and there are Rules which have been
laid down. The Rules say that the most reasonable
construction must be put on what honourable mem-
bers say and the honourable member gets up ‘a,nd
uses words such as ‘‘double dealing and treachery,’’
surely they are unparliamentary and I am asking
that those words be withdrawn.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the Hon. Minister awars
that I drew the matter to the attention of the hon-
ourable member? He was not asked to withdraw
the remarks.

Hon. M. E. COX: He has been asked to do so
now.
Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister has asked
the honourable member to withdraw those words. I
will point out to the honourable member that I will
persuade him to withdraw the words ‘‘double deal-
ing and treachery’’ especially when they are usel
in respect of an honourable member who is not pres-
ent.

Mr. CRAWFORD: If Your Honour desires that
I withdraw the words, I will do so. I will explain
the use of the expression; at the time when I said
that the two views were so diametrically opposite —

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of order. Read
Rule 129.

Mr. CRAWFORD: If the hon. member adopts
that attitude I will not withdraw the words at atl
[ASIDES].

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon member must not be
influenced by asides in one way or the other.

10.00 p.m,

Mr. CRAWFORD: Now, on previous oceasions
whenever this matter—

Mr. SPEAKER: Has the honourable member
withdrawn those remarks.

Mr. CRAWFORIY: Since Your Honour has
expressed some objection to that, I am willing to sub-
stitute an expression of a much milder form.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member says
“‘substitute’’; of course, that means that the honour-
able member 1s withdrawing the former remarks and
putting something else in their place.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Precisely so, Your Honour.
I, therefore, say that the two policies are so funda-
mentally different as to spring only from an absolut+
indifference to the best interests of the Country, and
is bound to be actuated by policies not calculated to
further those interests. [VOICES: Hear! Hear!].

Now, in the past, whenever there has been any

talk about taking steps to bring additional airlines

here, or to do anything to expand in this direction
in its usual form, the Government tries to prattle
about increasing racial prejudicd in the Country and
all that sort of thing. But, if they were really inter.

csted in the matter, they would take steps legally to
make it impossible for any company or concern to
cater to tourists who practice racial diserimination.
Let us assume that an increase in the number of tour-
1sts coming here, especially tourist of a certain
type, will of necessity mean the intr(_)duc.tion of'more
race hatred or the spread of diserimination, Is it not
the easiest matter for the Government to introduce
legislation, to refuse to grant a licence to a hotel that
practised racial discrimination? The people have, on
more than one occasion, suggested that legislation
should be enacted compelling the hotels to employ
a certain number of workers, Yet the Hon, Minister
of Communications persists in saying that increased
tourism by such means and from such sources as
have already been suggested, will increase colour
prejudice. Apparently Jamaica, composed, racially,
1n much the same manner ag we are, is not unduly
concerned with this particular feature of the ques-
tion, because they are leaving no stone unturned in
endeavouring to advertise their tourist trade. And,
as has been pointed out by previous speakers, Jamaica
18 very well served by airlines. Besides the threc
airlines, B.W.I.A., B.0.A.C., and the Venezuelax
Airline, there are also Pan-American Airways, and
the Chicago Southern Airline; but we, with some of
the best attractions in the entire Caribbean, must
be content with a single British carrier. There can
be no justification for it, Mr. Speaker. But, on seconi
thoughts maybe there is. So far we have not heard
it. We have heard the Hon. Premier’s version; but
in his absence the Hon. Minister of Commumica-
tions and the Hon. Minister of Trade may have
some very valid reasons to give the House tonight. We
are, therefore, waiting to hear them speak. Up to now,
the Hon. Minister of Communications has not favour-
ed us with one single remark cther than those by which
he has made himself a nuisance. I think that what
should be done in this matter is this: the Secretary of
State for the Colonies should be advised of this mat.
tgr by a petition signed by almost every adult in
Barbados. The Secretary of State should know, that
in this matter, the Hon. Premier and the Govern.
ment do not speak for Barbados. You could not get
one hundred signatures to a petition in Barbados
to allow us to go on spending the large sums of
money we are spending for its continued use solely
by B.O.A.C. and BW.IA. Personally, Mr. Speaker
I am not specially concerned mor do I have an-
special interest in any foreign airline. I am, not
interested in either B.0.A.C. or B.W.L.A. Personal.

ly, I should like to see the day when a West Indian
Government will have its own Airline,

We were chartering the steamer West Indian
from a British company. Now, when they gave the
cortract to a British company I told them then that
what we should have been doing in operating our
own steamer. I further told them that one of the first
steps of the proposed Federal Government ought
to be embodied in an effort to run their own steam.-
ship company, while running, inthreolonially of
course, 1ts own airline. But for the time being, we
ha.ve. nothing to gain and cverything to lose by per
mlt'tlll{l: the Airport, which costs so much money to
mamtain, to be used exelusively by British airlines
I cannot understand the prineiple underlying it. I
cannot understand how in the West Indies other Brit.
ish Colcnies can he permitted to have so many foreign
airlines using their airports while Seawell Airport
remains exclusive. That is why I said at the begin-
ning of mv speech that I am not enamoured with *he
text of this Address now before us; nor am I en-
amoured of the tenor of remarks of the Introducer of
the Address; because he knows as well as we that if
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the ‘Barbados Government were to make themselves
heard and say to the Colonial Office: ‘‘We want other
foreign airlines calling at Seawell Airport’’ or words
to that effect, a change in the attitude of the Colonial
Office would take place overnight. What else, in the
circumgstances, would the Hon. Minister of Commu-
nications expect? Fancy the Hon. Premier agreeing
with the views of the Colonial Office in a matter like
tuis! If the Colonial Office should say: ‘‘No foreign
steamiship is to call at Barbados, we must use sail
boats,”” would the Hon, Premier also agree to that?
i 10 pm.

All that they have done in this country is to in-
crease taxation when they want money directly and
indirectly. They have done absolutely nothing at all
to expand the economy of this island. For years they
have sat like jibs on their poles and refused to grant
tax concessions to pioneer industries. For years they
I:ave opposed legislation to aid hotels. As you know,
Caribbean Hilton is putting up a hotel in Trinidad
and the gentlemyan in charge was here for about ten
days and would have been glad to put a hotel here;
but he said that Caribbean Hilton only operate in
countries in which they can get two sorts of concess-
ions; (1) that local investors must put up 50% of
the shares (which could have been got here); and
(2) that they must get legislation to aid industries.

hat legislation we do not have and he told the peo-
ple in this country that the Act should be amended.
Now, the Minister of Trade says he is giving consid-
cration to a Hotel Aids Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is getting
away from terms of the Address.

Mr. CRAWFORD: No! No! I am not at all doing
that; I am merely buttressing my allegation that the
Government has done nothing and is doing absolutely
nothing at all, to expand the economic structure of the
colony. And that is what they are supposing to be do-
ing. Even in the most elementary manner they are
kindering it and they are too obtruse to realise what
they are doing, and that is what is happening to
the country these days.

I was going to suggest to the hon. senior member
for the City an amendment to the Address, but I
imagine that in his position he thinks diseretion is the
better part of valor and that sheer expediency has
made himj word this Address in the way he has done.
Apparently, he does not want to rap the Government
too much on the wrong side, because he wants their
support, but I am suggesting to him that he can do
better than that. The public is there and they will
give their entire support to this matter. Whether he
gets the Government’s support really does not matter,
because Colonial Office knows the attitude of the Gov-
ernment on the matter, because the Hon. Premier has
told them; therefore, it is our business to let. the pub-
lic in to affixing their signature to an Address em-
bodying this matter. Then, let them prepare a petit-
ion to the effect that the people do not want it: they
will get the signatures of the five Ministers and no-
Vody else.

I do mnot think, sir, that at this stage of the mat-
ter, the author of this Address is justified in placing
all the blame for this impasse on the shoulders of Her
Majesty’s Government and we ought to attribute ap-
propriate blame to the people who now occupy the
seats of Government in this country.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I should begin
by saying that any responsible member of the com-
munity will agree that the Seawell Airport should be
an open one. How true and right is that statement
can be seen by the remarks made by the Hon. Premier

[

sometime ago when he discussed the matter with a
delegation rrom the Barbados l'ourist Association be-
fore nhe left for Antigua, and I think it was on Fri-
day week that there was a meeting at which mempers
of the same Agssociation and the Leader of the Op-
position. were present that he repeated what he said.
what he said, he told Colonial Office. He said in no
uncertain manner (and I think we as members of the
Government share the same view) that we are not
prepared to being made pawns of the British Govern-
ment nor for the P.A A, through the American Gov-
ernment. The Hon, Premier said that he believed in
an open Airport, and that he did not press the P.A.A.
case; but he pressed the case for Barbados being an
open Airport.

‘What is most peculiar about this matter is the
roundabout, backdoor manner in which this question
has been approached. Indeed, it puzzles one to under-
stand why it was approached in this manner. Now,
it is well known that Barbados was not included in the
Bermuda Agreement. I think that took place some-
time in 1949 when it was said, that P.A.A. could go
into Antigua, Jamaica, Trinidad and all the other
places, but it is a fact that Barbados was not a signa-
tory to the Bermuda Agreement which provided land-
ing rights for P.A.A. in those places. [A VOICE:
Were we asked to sign?]

What I was saying, Sir, is that I have repeated
on the floor of the House and the Hon. Premier has
repeated also that P.A.A. has never applied for a
licence to land in Barbados. What do we find? We
find that some representatives of P.A.A. came down
to Barbados, went to the Marine Hotel and had a
Cocktail Party at which they invited some of the local
Tories., ete. Then you saw something in the Press with
photographs stating that P.A.A. wants to come into
Barbados. That is how the matter was approached. Tt
was not a direct approach; it was not approached
from an official channel.

10.20 p.m.

There was no request made for landing here
Nobody came to see the Governor or any Minister.
no official channel was used; but an honourable mem-
ber comes to the House and moves the passing of an
Address asking that Pan American planes be allowed
to land here, when Pan American themselves did not
ask for a licence to do so. The terms of the Address
were changed, as Your Honour will remember, to
our having an open airport and we are still in favour
of an open airport.

Somnietime this year we were told by Mr. Vernon
Knight something about Sir George Cribbet—a namge
which was unknown to us until then and that at some
Conference, when it was represented to him that Pan
American planes should come to Barbados, he said
that they would have.to acquaint the Barbados Gov-
ernment in the matter and get its sanction. At a
later stage we had a gentleman by the name of Mr,
Probst—I think he is here in the island now and h«
may be nearer still—and we were told by him, or
rather, what Mr. Knight said was repeated by him ;
and he had discussions with the Premier and myse'f
on the matter of Pan American planes coming here.
‘We made it clear that the question of Pan Ameri-
can planes coming to Barbados was an international
one. [Mr. LEWIS: The people in England did not
say so]. I am not prepared to shelter under the Chief
Secretary, but honourable members know that under
this Ministerial set-up questions of an international
nature come more directly under the notice of the
Chief Secretary than under that of any Ministry.
However, the Ministers still maintain the right to
bring to the notice of the Governor or the Chief

v

N 1




NOVEMBER 29, 1955

1809

Secretary any question which is considered to be in
the interest of the community which might have been
overlooked by the Chief Secretary or anybody else.

Sometime after these discussions, the Premier
went to the United Kingdom, but before he went
there representatives of Pan American Airways and
the Tourist Development Association came to see him
and he told them that he was prepared to put the
case of Barbados first. Everybody knows and every-
body will agree that our population is outstripping
the economy of the country and it is mnecessary to
have some additional income or some means of pro-
viding additional income in order that the peopls of
this Tsland might be fed; and of course the logical
answer at the time, in the absence of our finding »il,
would be to have the tourist industry developed. I
repeat: it was not a question of fighting for Pan
American Airways but rather to have Seawell Airport
an open Airport.

Honourable members who have spoken more es-
pecially the last speaker, laid emphasis on the ques-
tion that the Airport had cost too much money to Le
used exclusively by British Airlines. I think I am
correct in saying that Venezuelan Airlines also cail
at Barbados.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: On a point of Order.
1 did not say anything about the Airport costing ton
much money to be used exclusively by British Air-
lines.

Hon. M. E. COX: I apologise to the honourable
member. Perhaps it is well for me to state at this
stage that the Venezuelan Airlines call here as well
as British Guiana Airlines, T.C.A. and Air Fra-ice.
[MEMBERS : Miss Bim] [Laughter]. Therefore
there is nothing in the point made by honourable
members, and even in the quotations made by the last
speaker as to the Premier saying in 1942 that he was
opposed to a monopoly and then climaxing his state-
ment by saying that we were spending all this money
on the Airport and using it exclusively for B.W.LA.
It will be seen that these other Companies have buer
calling here since then and everybody will agree thul
B.W.I.A, has not got any monopoly.

As regards the question of discrimination, racial
prejudice, and so on, that question was raised ana
pressed very strongly by the honourable junior mem-
ber for St. Peter. To me that is a question of &
secondary nature. - It is true that Barbados, in se¢
far as racial diserimination is concerned is the worst
place in the Caribbean area. You go to Jamaica
Trinidad, British Guiana, Antigua; you go all round
and you will see that there is nothing to be com
pared with Barbados. There is a strong racial feel.
ing in this Island; it is the worst in the Caribbean
area and it is not so merely because of any English-
men cr Americans coming here. I do not mind that,
because there are some human beings who realise that
we have all been made by God: but they are quite a
large number of people who believe that God has sent
ttem here and given to them only the right to live in
pleasure, luxury and so forth.

10.30 p.m.

But I am sure, that in our present position, (and
I have absolutely no doubt that we will maintain our
position for a long time) we can control that. We are
therefore, not using that as an excuse or argument to
prevent Americans from coming here. As a matter of
fact, now and then one may meet some very amiabla
Americans as ccmrpared with some of our loeal people.

Now the honourable junior member for St.
Peter made a very unfortunate statement; unfortun-
ate in that be accused the honourable Premier. He
said he believed that the Ministers were in favour of

Pan-American planes landing in this Island, but that
the Premier was opposed to that. He further
said that if, to-night, the Premier said that Pan-
Ameriean should land at Seawell Airport, then,
Pan-American would land to-morrow. Well, I think
that he accused the Premier

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Speaker, I also said
that from a speech which the Hon. Premier made at
the Marine Hotel when Sir Miles Thomas was here,
I got the impression that he was opppsed to Pan-
American Alrlines coming here. I further said that
if he and his four Ministers were in favour of Pan-
American coming here there could be no opposition
to it. That is what T said.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, the honourable
member knows that what I have said is true. At one
time he said, and rightly so, that when the question
of our present Ministerial Setup was discussed witk
the Colonial Office and they wanted to give us any
sort of title for the Head of the Ministry, we declined
to accept what they offered, although some honourable
rniembers thought that we would have come down to
any sort of Ministerial arrangement so long as salaries
were attached. He says that on the one hand, and on
the other he says that we are not stromg enough to
battle with the Colonial Office.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Speaker, I will repeas
what I said. I said that if the Hon. Premier and the
four Ministers were in favour of Pan-American Air-
Ines landing here, there could be no opposition from
the Colonial Office. The public knows that Pan-
American Airlines would land here, and the Hon.
Minister of Communications knows that it is true,

Hon. M. E. COX : The honourable senior member
for the City said that the Colonial Office was frying
to pass the buck, but I have already said that thig is
an international question. The Pan-American Air-
ways representatives have not applied for a licence,
which I think is the correct procedure; but to come
through the backdoor and ask us to go and press the
Colonial Office to give Pan-American Airways land-
ing rights at Seawell Airport is all that has been done
up to now. I notice that the whole emphasis to-night
iz on Pan-American. [VOICES: An American flag-
bearing airline.] [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Speak-
er, I have the Address here; and if the Hon. Minis-
ter of Communications can find anything about Pan-
American in it, well—] [A VOICE: Tell him that
‘“ American flag-bearing airline’” is synonymous with
‘‘Pan-Amlerican’’.]

Mr. SPEAKER: It is ““‘American flag-bearing
airline’’ according to the Address.

Hon. M. E. COX: It has been said at all times
that the Americans recognise Pan-American as the
leading airline of America. [Mr. LEWIS: If that is
the only defence you have, you are very weak there.]
I amj sure hon. members will remember that in the
rpeeches of other hon. members the emphasis wag on
Pan-American. [Mr. LEWIS: But the Address has
rot got that in it]. [Mr. F. I. WALCOTT: Has the
Hon. Minister said yet that he wants them to come
here?]

The hon. senior member for St. Lucy said that
some American friend of his told him that if the
Government, of Barbados made Seawell Airport avail-
able to Pan-American that that would be the quickest
way— [Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Oh, do not worry with
that ; there is not much in that.] ‘

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, I certainly did
not say the quickest way. I said that it would be a
help to them. T am definitely sure I did not say ‘“the
quickest way’’ to do anything.
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Hon. M. E. COX: Let us ask ourselves a few
questions: What ig the position with Jamaica where
Pan-American has landing rights and whose quota is
thie same as that of Barbados? What about 'I'rinidad
and the Windward and Leeward Islands? Linked to-
gether, the Windwards get 100, the Leewards get 100,
and Pan-American goes into those places., However,
the hon. member says that if Pan-American should
come 1n here it would be the gquickest way of repeal-
ing the MeCarran Act,

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, note that I have
not said it would be repealed.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, if I thought that
the hon. member was correct I would start a cam-
paign now to get Pan-American to come here.
10.4¢ p.m.

It could not be so, therefore, while it is true that
somebody might have told the hon. member so, any
statement made along that line is not strictly correct.

Mr. Speaker, I am not prepared to indulge much
longer on this question. It has been discussed on many
occasions inside and outside of this House. While I
can see that members feel that the matter was not
strongly represented to the Colonial Office, to my
mind they took advantage of the situation in that
the Hon. Premier who is the person who really dis-
cussed this matter with Colonial Office is not present
end is not able to say what happened or deny on the
spot the allegations made. Again, I must repeat that
it looks very peculiar and remarkable to me that we
are asked time and time again to pass a Resolution or
Address criticising the British Government for not
doing this and that, without first asking what is the
counstitutional level or approach to getting P.A.A. or
any other American Flag-bearing Airline to come
to Barbados. Again, I must repeat that no applica-
tion for a licence to land here has been made by
representatives of P.A.A. That was stated over and
over again. [A VOICE: We know that.] I cannot
for the life of me find out why we are always asked to
press Colonial Office for thig thing when the Repre-
sensatives of P.A.A. themselves have failed to make
the first official recognised constitutional step.

If I remember correctly, the Hotel Association
and the Tourist Association did not dwell so much
on the question of bringing more people in the winter,
because they have already said that they have not
got the accommodation for these people. What they
say is, that they would welcome people during the
off season. That there is no room in the hotels dur-
ing the winter season has always been the cry.

Now, sir, the honourable senior member for St.
Philip spoke about the Government not bringing in
a Hotel Aids Bills and other Bills, and further said,
that this Government has done nothing to improve
the economy of this colony. Well, what has been
done is best known to the people. T think I am ecor-
rect in saying that some time in 1946, the honour-
able senior member for St. Philip introduced a Bill
to, aid Hotels and every time we got to that Item
on the Order Paper the honourable member left the
Chamber. He refused to deal with it.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I have stated before my
reason for not doing so and T will say it again for
his benefit. At that time, when that Bill was in-
troduced by me, shortly afterwards, as the Minister
of Agriculture would inform him, a strike was called
by Hotel Workers in this country. [A VOICE:
By the Minister for Agriculture]. I met the Hotel
proprietors about the matter and I made them to
understand that we were not prepared to go on witn
the Bill until they were willing to grant concessions
to the Workers in the community and they would
have done it if the Labour Party had not broken the

strike. The Labour Party went and got mer from
St. George to work in the Hotels.

Hon. M. E. COX: Surely, the honourable mem-
ber would remember that quite a lot of people were
misled at that time and that the strike did not last
longer than two or three weeks. It is a fact that
whenever he got to that Item on the Order Paper
he used to get up out of his seat and leave the Cham-
ber. It was too hot to handle.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I met the Hotel Proprietors
and, the honourable senior member for Christ Church
was also present. We told them ghat unless they had
agreed to grant some of the demands to the Hotel
Workers I would not carry on with the Bill. The
honourable senior member for St. Michael has not
said yet that neither the honourable senior member
for St. George (Mr. Springer) who was in the Gov-
ernment at that time nor the honourable senior mem-
ber for St. Joseph would bring the Bill here at all,
and that the Acting Governor asked me to bring it.

Hon. M. E, COX: The honourable member was
a member of the Government at that time. Thers
is only one thing, Mr. Speaker, I would say before
I sit. The honourable member gquoted what the hon-
ourable Premier said in parts, when he spoke on
this matter. Of course, no one would expect him to
quote the other parts of the Hon. Premier’s specch.
I am craving Your Ionour’s indulgence to read the
other part. Among other things this is what the Fcn
Premier said at that time:—

“‘To say that this Government ecan do something

sbout it is not correct.”’ (He meant to say that this ~

is always regarded as an International question.
‘““Pan-American Airways is not coming here if it
does not get the necessary traffic. No one is stoppivnn
them, from coming. I would like to hear of a British-
er sanguine enough to believe, that Pan-American
would agree to drop the Cabotage Agreement. When
the American Government says that B.0.A.C. can
fly between New York and Chicago, we will also do
it.”” T repeat that all of this is an International

question, it is not a question for Barbados.
10.50 p.m.

. _All along T was pointing out that it is a question
o1 mternational agreement and not a question for
Barl')ados. Again, before I sit down, I would like to
Say In no uncertain manner that wkile we would all
ke glad for it and everybody would agree that we
must try to get as many airlines calling at this island
as possible, because even if the tourists do not remair
lomg, they will stay long enough to spend a substan-
tial sum to inerease our landing fees and thereby assist
us to square our revenue with our expenditure. While
we all agree with that, T must repeat that we are not
prepared to be used either by the British Govern-
ment or by Par American Airways as pawns in any
game,

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, some where about
the middle or near the end of his speech, the Hon.
Minister was pleased to inform this House that he
would not dwell much longer on the topic and I com
niend him for that decision, becanse far from being
able to dwell on it he had actually rendered his habi-
tation desolate. As I heard him speak, I was wonder-
ing on which side of this matter does he really stand.
[Hon. M. E. COX: I stand on the side of an open
Airport]. Well, if he stands on the side of an open
Airport, the question of Pan American Airways does
arise as such. If he stands on the side of an open
Airport, it is unnecessary to say that this or that Air-
line has not applied for a licence to land here. If ke
stands on the side of an open Airport, he only has to
gay to the Colonial Office: ‘“You are talking con-
founded nonsense, you are beingl impertinent when
yvou say that the time is not ripe.”’
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The Minister cannot have it four ways. You
either argue that you want an open Airport: or in
the case of particular Airlines they must apply for
licences: or that the matter is so important that not
you, but the Colonial Office must handle it: or that
the matter is of conventional consequence and can
only be resolved by other parties. You cannot take
any two or combination of three of these things; you
cannot use the argument which supports (1) to be
the argument to refute (2), (3) or (4). I do not
know whether the case which the Minister has put
up is the real case which the Government has to
offer, or if the root of the criticism made in this
House requires some sort of answer from Officias
sources. This was the answer which he gave, as you
might put a temporary patch on a tear until you
can darn it properly later on.

The first thing in answer to the Minister which
you have to realise, is that the whole question of
Pan American as an Airline has got to be separated
from the wider issue of having an open Airport. If
you are going to have an open Airport, this is your
policy. You must say that within the terms of having
an open Airport, this and this is what all Airlines who
wish to offer scheduled services must do. But the
Airport is open. If an open Airport is the policy of
this Government, then this Government cannot have
any quarrel with Pan American; I mean that yon
cannot be in any disagreement witk Pan American
Alrways, because that is your policy. It only reguires
Pan American or L.A.V. or whatever it is to fu'fil
the necessary conditions. What the Minister should
bave done or what he has missed the opportunity of
deing was to point out that in addition to being in
favour of an open Airport, this Government is pre-
pared to press the Colonial Office on that ground.
We are not clear on that point and therefore we do
not feel that they are going to ifight this matter wita
the Colonial Office.

The Hon. Minister has said that this Government
i in favour of an open Airport; well, if the Govern-
ment is in favour of an open :Airport, it is not re-
guired that a particular Airline should press the issus.
What the Airline has to do is to say that it agrees
with the terms and conditions attendant on an open
Airport.

There was another miseonception of the Minister
and 1 was really disturbed to see such a misconception
because what he says will appear in the Official
Gazette and it would not look very good for him. He
did not appear to see the difference between a char-
tered and Scheduled Airline or flight; and his men-
tion of the Venezuelan line, the BWIA, and all the
cothers showed quite clearly that he did not under-
stand that some of these Airlines do not come here on
scheduled flichts but are chartered services. Obviously
if you have an open ‘Airport, alj these Airlines which
might be making chartered flights would still make
them but they would not be allowed to make them as
a matter of settled policy. The Minister did not make
clear the distinction between the two things and per-
haps no distinction as such was in his own mind.
11.00 p.m.

Let us go now to the root of the matter. Accord-
ing to him, the hon. senior member for St. Joseph
said to a delegation which called on him before he
went to the United Kingdom, that the Government
was not prepared to be pawns in an international
game; but in any case, that he the Premier, would
press the case to the Colonial Office for an open air-
port. If you just left the matter at that, and you
knew the history of the policy underlying it and
the part and the influencc which the Hon. Premier
has in it, there could be very good grounds for sup-
posing that, as long as the Hon. Premier said that he

would press the case, that would be the end of the !

matter. It is surprising, t) say the least, to discover,
on the one hand that the ilon. Premier had given an
assurance that he would press the matter, and on the
other hand, the matter is still where it is, as if he had
never pressed it. [Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Press
what? Press the Dead!] That ig not to say, Mr
Speaker, that he did not press it at all. There is a
way, Mr. Speaker, of pressing things You can make
a corpse fit into a coffin as ‘‘Press-the-Dead’’ well
knew. You can ask for something, but in suech a way
and in such circumstances that you are assured that
your request would be rejected. But you will still
have some justification. You will still be able to say,
“Well, T asked for it, but with what results?’

Now, I agree with the Hon. Minister of Com-
munications that it is a matter of great regret that
the Hon. Premier is not in his place tonight; because
doubtless, he would have been able to explain to us
how he managed to press the case of the Tourist As-
sociation, while at the same time clarifying his con-
science. It must be clear that you cannot press a case
without some idea of the case you have to press.
When asked to say how many beds the hotel had
[A VOICE: Did he know?] I am not saying that
he did not know. Did he ask the Colonial Office what
an open airport would mean in terms of added in-
come? Wag he in a position to give some estimate of
the relative proportions to which a tourist industry
could go in relation to sugar? Was he able, with any
seriousness and with a sure touch to say ‘“Well, this
is an industry which, 1f expanded and ™“uilt up,
would be able to do a lot more and be second only
to the sugar industry in bringing in more than half
of what the sugar industry now brings in?’’ Knowing
the Hon. Premier as I dc, Mr. Speaker, it is very
cdoubtful whether he had fortified himself with such
facts; and putting the matter at its very slightest,
it may well be that that abundant ignorance which
he had at his command was a factor in bringing the
claims of the Tourist Industry to such a sorry con-
clusion.

Now the Hon. Minister of Communications fur-
ther said that the representative, Mr. Probst, dis-
cussed the matter with the Hon. Premier and him-
self; and that he was told that the question was an
international one. Mr. Speaker, is the question really
an international one? Is it really an international
rmatter whether or not the airport facilities of this
Island should be open or shut. Is it really an inter-
national matter and therefore, beyond the comipe-
tence of this Government to decide whether it would
open its airport or not? Hew often, Mr, Speaker, you
have heard this Government say that whatever they
wish to have done will be done? [Mr. LEWIS:
Even to make a man a woman] I do not know wheth.
er they said they could make a man a woman, but
they have claimed powers, range and scope of which
extend to that of an amazing feat. The making of an
jnternational airport is something which one would
have thought they could easily do- How is it now
become a constitutional matter ?

‘While we are on this matter, it might be well
to say one or two things more if the Hon. Minister
thinks them worthy of his attention. .= They are
the judges of what is and what is not a constitutional
matter. They, in Executive Committee, have to make
Gecisions affecting the fuiure of this Island; and as
lone as fhey are convinced that in so far ag the
policy of a matter is concerned, it is a good thing
for the rest of us, the last word rests or should rest
with them: and more so if what they have always
been claiming is true, and they are not only now
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resting on their responsibility if they have discovered
a worn out reason for not aoing something whien 1t
1s plainly their duty to do. But if the macter is not
only a constitutional one but one which has assumed
international proportions there is all the more reason,
Mr. Speaker, why they should take it up with the
Colonijal Office and ask them to ask the Foreign Office
to take the matter up with the American Govern-
ment. Is that what they have done? Is that what
they propose to do? Hor. Members will, therefore,
gee that however you twist the Hon, Minister of Com-
munication’s argument you come back to the point
‘that the Colonial Office is the Body to be fought in
this issue. The Ministers always end up by stating
that they must take the matter to the Colonial Office.

Now the Hon. Minister at this point shifted t.
a lower key. He changed, not so much his tone, as
his tact: and he went off and made an excursion into
that well worn theme of racial prejudice. He in
formed us, (and many of us were not astonished
to hear it) that Barbados—

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I was really
replying to the statements made by the members
who preceded the hon. junior member for St. Lucy

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, he was neverthelass
informed that this Island was the worst in the
Caribbean for certain extraordinary manifestations
of racial prejudice. But if there is racial prejudics
and racial antagonism in this Island, we have a
black Government in pewer; and if there is racial
prejudice and racial antagonism in this Island, we
have a black Government in power; and if there is
something going on in this Island which they dis-
approve of, with the power they have and the
authority they dispense, they have the right ‘o
remove it.

Mr. SPEAKER: By a resort. to legislatios
l[H(]m. M. E. COX: Love cannot be substituted for
aw

Mr. TCDOR: That is true, it cannot; but there
are certain things which can be brought to bear.
And how does it look when the Hon. Minister draws
attention to the fact that we have some very dis-
quieting features of racial prejudice here? Only a
couple of months ago when the Canberra Jet Bomb-
ers came here, a circular was sent out from a Minis-
try of this same Government asking whether there
were ex-R.A.F. persons here suitable to meet the
officers of Her Majesty’s Air Force.

11.10 p.m.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I must strong-
ly object to that statement. Nothing of that sort
came from my Ministry. Some of the members of
this House were asked to attend as well as people
from all sections of the community. I strongly ob-
ject to that statement and T am definitely sure that
the hon. member cannct produce any invitation ecard
or circular to justify what he just said.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, bear in mind I have
mnever said that invitations went out to people like
that. I said that a circular went arcund asking peo-
ple connected with the R.AF. to attend and to
recommend suitable versons to meet those peonle.

Hon. M. E. COX: Again, Mr. Speaker, I must
object to that. My Permanent Secretary, knowing
me as he does would never have done it. What had
happened is that Mr. Marryshow who was connected
with the Royal Air Foree was asked to give us some
names — not suitable people — because we did
not know the names of the R.A.F. people. I am defi-
nitely sure he cannot find ‘‘suitable people’” in any
circular. )

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, of course I was not
a member of the R. A. F. so I am not qualified to

vouch for authenticity of my statement. 1 have been
told by persons connected with the R.A.F. Associa
tion that such enquiries were made. [A VOICE.
You were told so by Barrow who cannot speak the
truth]

I will confess to you that until the Minister
spoke I did not know he was the Minister involved
or that it was his Permanent Secretary who had
suything to do with it. It only goes to show that a
guilty conscience knows no accuser. [A VOICE:
What guilty conseience the hon. member is taliking
about?]

It has been said, and it should not have hap
pened in connection with the R.A.F function or
any other function, FHow, when the hon. senior
member for St. Lucy, my colleague, made a point
about the MecCarran Act, I understood him to mean
that if it is strongly felt in Government quarters that
this matter is so unique and therefore, so inter
national; and if on the other hand, an American
Flag-bearing Airline is so anxicus to come here,
the fact that the matter has tc be taken up on
mrternational level might ccme here, the fact tiat
the matter has to be taken up on international
level might possibly give this Gevernment and
other West Indian Governments some ‘bargain-
ing power, and that the easing of one might
assist in the easing of the other. That is how I
understood it. On the premise that this matler
is of such international significance, you might
expect that the Colonial Office would be very inter.
ested in granting the facilities of the open airpori
because it might be able to ask the American Gov-
ernment in the immediate future to make some ges
ture with respect to allowing more of our peopre
to take up residence in the United States.

The point, therefore, Mr. Speaker, is this: either
this Government wishes us to have an open airport
or it does not. If it wishes us to have an open air-
port, and Government itself is powerless to provide
us with one, it must take the question up with the
‘ppropriate authorities, and that is, with the Col-
onial Office. 1 was astonished, Mr. Speaker, to ses
that they hold their positions so lightly that when
cver it is a question of debating this matter, there
is uncertainty as to whether the Colonial Office
would give them what they want or not.

Mr. Speaker, do you really believe that with
the influence which the Premier is said to wield that
1% would be a hard thing for him or for this Gov
ernment to get something done which he wants
done? There is something more serious than that
According to the Hon. Minister for Communieca-
tions (and he would correct me if T am wrong) the
Premier did not discloge to the Governmeunt or to k's
colleagues the full details of his conversations with
the Colonial Office.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 have never said that.

Mr. TUDOR: I understand him to say that he
does not know everything that the Premier had dis-
cussed with the Colonial Office on this matter. Well.
Ilr. Speaker, there are two views which you might
take. If he is correct, he must search his conscience
to find out whether he feels comfortable being =2
member of a Government in which the Head of
the Government treats him with such zcant serious
nesy as not to innform him on watters of high policy
which presumably is the policy of the Government
and which concern his portfolio. If he is not informe-
on such matters and he can stomach that, he can
stomach anything. If he can remain in a Govern
ment whose Head had important conversations with
the Colonial Office on matters of policy which con
cern his portfolio and who does not reveal them to
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him so that he might be able to defend that polic;
more formidably and resolutely when it is under at
tack, that is a matter for him. But let us assume thai
the Hon. Premier has told not only him, but all thr
Ministers the nature and scope of the views which he
hold with the Colonial Office. Let us assume that
they are in possession of all the facts and that they
know everything that the Colonial Office has said and
why it has been said that the time is not ripe. Wher:
is their patriotism? Is there sense of national pride
as West Indians at such a low ebb that they cannot
find another means to upset the decision of the Colo-
nial Office if they feel that decision is damaging ir
their country ?

Bir, they cannot have it both ways. Either they
do not know what is the attitude of the Colonia’
Uffice or they know it. If they do not know the atit
tude of the Colonial Office, it is their duty as Minis-
‘ers of the Government to ascertain it; and, if they
know it and it is not in accordance with the expressed
or implied wishes of their country, they have a right
to scek a change in the attitude of Colonial Office.
11.20 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, the members of that Government
sometimes feel that when we disagree with them it
is always for some trifling reason, some reason not
connected with matters of principle. I know of ne
way of stopping them from thinking so; but I de
know that there are times when a man does not
readily identify himself as belonging to this or that
Party, but feels the mere fact that he is a West
Indian or, in this case a Barbadian, is sufficient for
him to advocate and pursue a certain course of action
That is just the time when Party distinctions are
blurred. 1If the Government wishes to be assured
of the support of this House in this matter, I think
what has been said so far is sufficient to assure them
that any timidity they feel in challenging the Colo
pial Office in this matter should be set aside; but 1
suspeet that there is a turn of mind which makes
it impossible for them to get into the feeling of
saying anything to Whitehall which Whitehall might
resent, with the consequence that men who do not
even know where Barbados is, and whom you can
sez every morning at 8.30 o’clock and every evening
after 4 o’clock in striped trouserg and bowler hats,
who never seem to get knocked down — such men
must have what I call a constipated view of the lives
cf people who have to work out their own destinics
3,000 miles away.

if the mind of this House is to be put more
clearly than it has been expressed so far, that is a
task which is beyond me; but in case the Ministers
have not as yet grasped what we are impressing upon
them, let me say briefly that we wish a full, and un-
trammelied airport in this colony. We wish it, 1
the terms of this Address, to be open not only to the
services which Pan American can and will bring,
but the services which any other scheduled airline
can bring to this island. If they cannot summon
up enough emergency to give us such an open air-
port, the only thing that remains for them to do
before they go out of power is to see that our case is
put in the foremost way to the Colonial Office. [Hon.
M. E. COX: The case will be put almost immediate-
ly.] They will go out of power soon after that; but
let them put our case firmly before the Colonial
Office and let them see that all men of goodwill in
this colony are willing to take part in any constitu-
tional act of defiance against any measure which the
Government might want to impose in asking for the
cstablishment of our own rights.

Mr. GODDARD: This debate has continued for

that it is the third such Address which has been put
iorward in this House. 1 Lave been present on both
the other occasions and we do not seem. to be any
rearer today than when the first Address was brought
forward. 1t is a mystery according to the Press and
the public and we do not know at what level it is,
The Government ig claiming that it is not their baby,
that it is an international question between the Gov-
ernment of the United Stateg of America and the
Government of the United Kingdom, and this Gov-
ernment is not prepared to be the pawns, as it has
been said by the Minister, in that discussion.

What 1 want to ask the Government or whoever
put the case for us is this: where does Barbados come
into that? When the Premier promised the Tour-
ist Development Association that on his mext visit
to London he would put the case for them, he told
the Tourist Development Association that he is
well aware that the Tourist Industry for Barbados
was the only secondary industry for which we were
noted. He was quite conscious of the fact that
with our growing population we could not expect to
maintain our standard of living—~far more to in-
crease it — on the production of sugar alone.
We have been drilling extensively for oil for two
years: we have sunk four wells and tha prospects of
oil seeny to be further away.

At the beginning of the Five Year Plan, al
though they mentioned the possibility of finding ol
in Barbados, I know that they pinned their faith in
their future plans relative to the oil industry. Well,
I would say that we are further away from finding
oil than we were four years ago. We have gone down
to great depths and we are only finding traces of
oil, enough to keep the search going. The Premier
told the Tourist Development Association that he
was mindful of a regulated Tourist Industry, by
which he meant that the Government was mot pre-
vared to have any discrimination practised in the
development of such an industry. We have always
agreed with that; this is not history today it goes
vack to ten years ago. Therefore, we do not wisn to
becloud the whole issue by bringing forward the
question of racial diserimination at this point. He
said that he would put the case at the Colonial Office
on behalf of the Tourist Development Association.
At the meeting which was mentioned by the Minis
ter of Communications a while ago and which I was
present, the Premier reiterated what T have just
said and he went further: and that is what amazed
me and what amazed the meeting.

11.30 p.m.

He put our case to the Colonial Office, He told
them he knew that it was of an international level
He was not prepared to be a pawn in the discussion
and if the Colonial Office said that Pan-American
or any other American flag-bearing plane should be
allowed to come in to Barbados on scheduled fligh*s
he would say “yes”’. Equally if they said that they
should not come, he would agree with them, [A
VOICE : Why not deny that now?] He repeated it to
us. At that point I asked: ‘“To whom have you
put it? You went up to put the case—’’ [A VOICE:
Of an open airport for Barbados] Whether of
an open airport in full or partly so, the proposal
was that there should be allowed +to enter those
planes which we thought were necessary for the ex
sansion in question. We do not have to go ovor
that because much has been said of what the intro
duction of scheduled flights from America to Bar
bados would mean. We all know that if we are to
have a summer trade of tourists that the American
airlines will bring it to Barbados. They have the

some six hours and the surprising thing about it is!

+ means. Hvery previous speaker has, *5-night, enu-
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merated the benefits that would accrue from
North and South America. There is no doubt as to
the extent of the trade that we can obtain from
South America.

It was long before I became a member of this
Chamber; but some hon. members will remember
that there was a tourist boom in the early part ol
this century when Brazil was in its hey-day. Then,
there was more gold knocking around than there are
shillings today; because the Brazilians used a gold
currency and they used to pay in gold. The Stream
in Hastings was developed at that time for that
particular reason. We know that Venezuela, a large,
wealthy and constantly developing eountry just to
the south of us, is but one of many more sources upon
which we could draw for the development of our
tourist trade. It will, therefore, be clearly seen that
scheduled flights by American flag-bearing airlines
are essential if we are to see the ultimate development
el a tourist industry that ig so vital to the economy
of Barbados. Tn this way, the help from those Amer:-
can airiines will supersede that of any other airlines
now calling at Barbados. We are British subjects
and are proud of it. We do not wish to see B.O.A.C.
or T.C.A. run off this field; but, at the same time we
wish to see healthy competiticn. We have always
held fast to the principles of open doors and keen,
healthy competition. Those are some of the prinei-
ples that have made Barbados the proud island that
it is. We do not want at this point, or at any other
future point, to go on spending money on Seawell
Airport when we know the growing need for expan-
sion of the tourist industry, and responsible people
still persist in excluding other airlines.

Mr. Speaker, we will continue to pass Addresses. :

If increased pressure is being put upon the Govern-
ment and they, even at this late hour, wish to stall,
impede or otherwise negleet to implement such Ad-
dresses as are passed in this Chamber in a matter
that is vital to the economy-of Barbados, then I say,
they can only do it for so long as they may be able
to; but sooner or later, they will, if not voluntarily,
be forced to it by some means or other. The public
is not satisfied, and they will not continve to tolerate
the idea of being told that it is an intermational mat-
ter when it is felt that it is so vital to the economy of
Barbados. The Government should go to the Colo-
nial Office, by delegation or by cable, and let them
know the expressed feelings of the House of Assem-
bly on this matter, and let us have other airlines call-
ing at Barbados to the advancement of the tourist
industry and the benefit of all concerned. If they
claim that they want Barbados to be an open air-
port, that is what we say too. We, the central
figures in the tourist industry, are unable to do much
for its advancement due to a lack of airlines from
the North and South American continent; and if
Seawell Airport can be opened to all, the Govern-
ment should say so emphatically instead of con-
stantly saying: ‘““We know how vital it is that Sea-
well should be an open airport’’, and in the mean
time do nothing to confirm their expressed views.
We have heard from the Hon. Premier that our Con-
stitution is second to none. Bermuda has been able
to hold up B.0.A.C. from landing there on two
cceasions. The Bermuda Government has said:
““You cannot come in here until you have fixed up
everything.”” Today, when the Viscounts are pass-
ing through there she is doing it again. She has
held up the flight of the Viscount planes because
she knows that their entry into Bermuda will mean
keener competition for them in the future. Let us not
delude ourselves. The other colonies are jealous
of our unique position from a tourist-resort

point of view. If Trinidad had half the facilities
of which we could boast, with the progressive
methods which they have adopted, they would have
& booming tourist industry worth 15 mulhon acuars.
TFurthermore, if this case was being handled, not by
the Barbados Government, but by the Government
¢f Trinidad or Jamaica — well, we can gauge what
would happen because we know by observation how
their delegations negotiate with the Colonial Office in
London. They do not leave; they stay there until
they get the results which they had set out to
achieve or until they obtain, at least, some satisfac-
tory result. '

We, the Opposition, are not satisfied with the
Government’s delay and this Address is gcing to the
Colonial Office to let them know the expressed feel-
ings of the House of Assembly on this matter. We
are not going to have this Address postponed or
pigeon-holed for six months, We feel that it is going
to be passed tonight, and I challenge anyone to show
me the dissenting ‘voice’ that would vote against an
Address of this sort; because the people are awalke to
what is happening.

Mr. Speaker, there are other honourable mem-
Lers who will add to what I have already said; but I
will conclude by saying that T do hope that we will
get through with the debate in time when a large
majority of members will be present in order to take
a vote on it. I say that because we do not want the
matter to reach the Colonial Office under such ecir-
cumstances as will enable them to make any excuses
regarding the wishes of the House of Assembly.
11.40 p.m.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I would like to add
a word to this debate. First of all, I should like to
make my position clear, because on previous oceca-
sions when this question came up I have been the one
person to draw it to the attention of the House that
P.A.A. has never made any application for landing
rights here, and therefore has shown mno interest on
their own behalf to land at Seawell Airport. That
of course turned out to be a fact, because in the reply
of the last Address that we sent, this is what not the
Chief Secretary or the Colonial Secretary was able
to say—but what his Excellency the Governor was
able to tell us. He said that before any considera-
ticn could be given to the operation into the island
of the foreign airlines mentioned in the Address we
sent, it would be necessary for those companies to
make the mnecessary applications, and that is what
they have not done. It was on those remarks that
I was not enthusiastic on previous occasions about
supporting the Address.

I am for making the Seawell Airport an open
airport, and for letting things flow expeditiously on
these broad lines.

Now, Sir, T have a little history to relate. I
am saying that no one airline is better than the
other, Wherever any airline can get exclusive rights
it tries to get them because it is a matter of business:
and it is good business to keep out competition. I
have been told, and it has been the subject of public
information, that at one time in the history of this
colony, P.A.A. offered to build an airstrip in this
island provided they were given the exclusive right
to land on it; so you can see in a matter of exclusive
rights rone of them is better than the other. It is a
fact that P.A.A. has been trying to come here for
a long time; as a matter of fact, it started when I
first came into this House, I took part in the debate
for the agreement with B.W.I.A,, and T warned the
House then that although it was a monopoly if it were
supported by the British Government, and especially
as it were then during the war time, it would be
in our interest to make the agreement with them,

R S
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but that we should put a limit on them. Hon. mem-
bers can see my speech on the matter. I went on
to say that I want to see the accounts of the company
published so that I could keep a check on what they
were doing. It was therefore on the grounds that
P.A.A. showed no interest in coming here that I
was lukewarm about pressing their claims although
I might say that I would like to see all the reputable
airlines landing at Seawell because it will be in the
interest of the colony.

However, Sir, I cannot for the life of me see
why B.W.LA, should fear foreign airlines coming
here. I am of the opinion that it would make more
business for the B.W.I.A. if people come from the
United States to Barbados. They would want to
see the other colonies as well, and they would travel
on the B.W.LA, to those places, and I think they
can book their passages to those places by B'W.LA.
in the U.S.A.; so it would be a matter of transfer-
ring from one plane to the other. I am sure most
people would not mind if the plane were of a
different company. I have no doubt that Ameri-
cans travel many parts of the world under these

Sir, what has turned me in favour of fight-
ing this issue for these American Flag-bearing air
lines to be given landing rights is that it is an
undisputed faet that at the high level on which
these arrangements must be made and these appli-
cations forwarded, it does seem to me as if some
negotiations have taken place. The Hon. Minis-
ter for Communications may feel he has made -
point when he said that Sir George Cribbett is un-
known to him. [A VOICE: He is unkrown to us !
How do you know if the Premier does not know
him? When they go to England they go to thos:
boys in the back yard. I understand that this Sir
George Cribbett is Deputy Secretary to the Min.
ister of Civil Aviation in the United Kingdom, and
he was on the delegation at the conference which
dealt with landing rights of airplanes and some
other terminology which I have not taken the trou.
ble to memorise. The fact remains, despite what
the Minister has said, that this Conference did take
place. Merely to say that you do not know any-
thing about that Conference is not sufficient for
me. So far as the landing at Seawell of P.AA.
was concerned this gentleman did not say that they
did not make any.applications. He said, that h~
would have first to refer the matter to the particu-
lar Government meaning this Government. What
I am surprised about is, how it is that this gen-
tleman did not know that the representatives of
the people of Barbados had already asked His
Excellancy the Governor to take the necessary
steps to see that P.A.A. come to this colony. That
is what I am wondering about. I understand that
that Address was not transmitted to London until
many months afterwards merely because it did
not have the paragraph in it saying that that should
be done. As I understand it, if His Excellency
knows, as he should, that these things are done at
high level and that is where our wishes should
have been made known he should have transmit-
ted this Address there. Not that T am surprised
that Sir George Cribbett did not know about this
matter. Of course, sir, it is a wonder that the
American delegation did not embarrass him by
producing a copy of the Address because Ameri-
cans can be very thorough,

11.50 p.m.

I am wondering if it is a matter of not wanting
io embarrass him. Now there is no point for th-
Minister to go further and state that it is wrong tc
say that Seawell is not an open airport or that i.
monopolised by B W.ILA,, since LAV, and T.C.A
and the St. Vinecent Government Airline land up
there. [Mr. F', L, WALCOTT : And Miss Bim!] Miss

Bim usually lands in the canes [Laughter.] Mr.
Speaker, the Canadians gave us money to misspend
on Seawell Airport. [FOVERNMENT MEMBERS .
That is wrong]. Well they gave us an engineer )
misspend money up there and they gave the pre-
vious Governmment a free trip to Canada after that
Trai is how they came to send their T.C.A. flighi
down here. When it comeg to the St. Vincent Gov-
ernment Airways, we know that this was chartered
from the B.G. Airways. That is no argument, and
the Hon. Minister of Communieations should be
ashamed to bring that in  because British West In-
dian Airways, instead of concentrating on develop-
ing these islands with proper airplane services, have
left them out and inconvenienced one of them. That
Airways company does not go to Dominica and they
have ceased going to St. Vincent. How can you call
1t a West Indian Airways Company when they re-
fused to do that? These planed come in as a stop gap
to make you think that there is a proper service.
1t is not a question of stating facts; if there are
facts, they should be left for the ordinary back-
benchers. Who fought to get L.A.V. here? The
people themselves; and they fought with retaliatory
measure. I am not in the Cabinet to find out these
things and if I see anything categorically stated in
the newspaper and the Minister makes no reference
to it himself I say that the report is true. The
LLAV. people were stopped and they fought with
retaliatory measures to come here. What part ars
we playing in the International Agreement? Are we
spousoring it? If you say that thig is a matter which
must be settled by the American Government, weli,
say that. I take it that if the Pan American people
placed their request with the United Kingdom th=zy
have to get their permission first before they can
come to the Barbados Government; so that if the
Hon Minister has to put out that the people have not
come to him I do not see that that is justified.

The Pan American Airways Company did not
show any direet interest in landing here in 1955.
Mr. Probst knows what he wants but the Minister
of Communications does not know what he wanis.
You must say that you are willing to grant the
application; you cannot continue to go to the United
States of America to see that farm labour and every
amnd of labour goes there and at the same time make
no effort at any kind of reciprceity to see that this
airline which comeg all the way down here does nov
land at Barbados . [ASIDES] The Minister throws
a lot of interjectory remarks but that does not do us
any good. :

12.02 a.m.

You are not their representative, kut you are
the representative of the people; and everybody
1s saying that this matter is in the interests of the
colony. D)o you mean to tell me that you are think-
ing of getting Barbados as the Federal Capital?
[Hon. M. E. COX: Suppose a plebiscite was taken
in the City?] I should like to know if you took a
plebiscite on the question, and the result of it was
that the people wanted it, what would you do?
[VOICES: Resign.] Resign on what? Resign and gei
the salary as a pension? [Laughter.] There has been
some talk about measures on the part of the Vene-
zuelan Government. I am not saying that I know
that P.A.A. authorities have made no effort to press
the question of landing rights at Seawell Airport
until some of their officials came to Barbados this
year; and as far as the American Government is con-
cerned, they have not pressed the matter. I do not
know if they have any special reasons for not doing
so. Have they not expressed their desire for somc
American people to have some military base and
they are getting it? Why are they now sleeping”
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[Hon. M. E. COX: You cannot understand it] It
the Hdon, Minister does pot understand the Ameri
can Government, let him not confuse himself and
the people of Barbados.

Once there were some people in this island wio
used to oppose the planters. But the time cama
when the opposing factors were invited to a dinuer
at a certain hotel and at that dinner they declared
that the very planters whom they used to oppose
were now the best people in the world. There is &
similar story touching the case of the teachers of this
island. Some said that the teachers of Barbado:
were Nicodemuses; and after the teachers had them
invited to a dinner at the Hotel Royal that opinior
was reversed; it was then said that the teachers
were all jolly good fellows who would be willing t.
spend four-fifths of their time on education. 1 feel
that something is wrong somewhere. The extent of
the publicity that would result from having an open
airport is worthy of our having it.

I am not concerncd with the development of any
teurist industry. My opinion is that if we have the
fa,elhtles, we will eventually get the tourists. I am
in favour of the broad principle or idea of an open
airport. But we cannot stop at that; that is too
general and too vague. Definitely the Government
is hiding behind something, and at the same time is
saymg that somebody else is hiding too. We musi
oress the claims of Barbados in order that we might
be on the same footing as the neighbouring colomcs
if we are to enter into a federation with them. It
was said by some of these islands that we did not
wish to enter federation except on the same level as
the rest of the contracting islands. Why should we
enter a federation in which Trinidad will have sun-
dry airlines calling there and we have but a com:
parative few? It is not fair to us. No Minister hav-
ing the responsibility of the people at heart, should
talk about its being an international maiter. Even
if this Airways Company employed a dozen or more
people, 1t is not his business to talk like that. 1t
we go on like thig we are not going to progress. [Mr
F. L. WALCOTT: He (the Minister of Communi.
cations) is crossing you.] Crossing whom?

Let us press the claims of Barbados as we se.
them; and let us ask: ‘““Do you agree with the Inter
national Agreement merely because it fits in with
your system of inaction in this matter?’’ That is
what you are doing; and you; will see the truth of it
when the international bubble is burst. Definite
arrangements have been made for these planes to
land here. The Hon. Minister of Communications
nas told me that at this particular conference nc
mention of Pan-American Airways obtaining land
ing rights here was made. He is not saying that, but
he is saying the same thing in another way. 1 am
considering that, while the Barbados Government i
telling us about an international agreement, th.
attitude of the United Kingdom Government is giv-
ing the lie to all that. [A VOICE: They say the tim«
15 not ripe.] [ANOTHER VOICE: Who said that?!
[rrespective of who said it, the Hon. Minister knows
that it is true, and there are other things which he
will not be able to deny. [Hon. M. E. COX: We have
no official record.] The Hon. Minister knows that
what is reported is not true, but he does not know
what he himself has said. When a statement like
that comes out and it is not refuted, the people think
that it is true. If there is any truth in that it means
that the Colonial Office is not looking at this mattet
in the ssme way as the Barbados Government.
It means that they have studied the question and
have expiained that the time is not ripe. In addi-
tion to that they do mnot claim that they have made
thal statement on their own. They claim that that

statement was agreed upon by the Hon Premier. It
is very sirange that when somebody wants to know
the truth they say that these things are agreed upon
on the highest possible international level. On all
these matters we are kept in the dark. That is one
particular aspect of the matter that worries me.

I repeat that I am not concerned with any
special airplane landing at Seawell, and 1 am not
siressing the development of any tourist industry;
and whether tourists come by P.A.A. or not, it wiil
be a benefit to have those planes passing through
bhere. We cannot afford to continue to regard our-
selves as one of the big colonies in the proposeu
federal set-up and continue to keep our airport in
the condition that it is now. I do not think that
any friendships held by a member of this Govern-
ment should stand in the way of this island getting
these things. That type of friendship could not re-
sult in any special attractions for any particular
airport; or for money to be taken out of the Treas-
ury to help them. B.W.I.A. must put their best
foot forward, by purchasing airplanes and really
making 1t a British West Indian Airways Service.
They have not done so. They have been running
around the world trying to stall off something.

Here are a few words contained in a Message
to the House of Assembly which should help to
clarify my point: ‘‘His Excellency the Governor has

the honour to refer to the Address of tne Honour- -

able the House of Assembly of 16th January, 1953"
ate. . ... ““And to see that a more direct link with
the United Kingdom be available.’’

We wish the British West Indian Alrways
could be like that; having a service travelling out-
side the West Indies. I have no special brief for
any of the airlines mentioned here tonight. I re-
member when my .colleague was ill T said that Pan
American should be appealed to come off their usual
route and convey sick people. I further said that,
in my opinion, it would be a good recommendation.
12.10 a.m.

But they were indifferent to that., As I have
said, T have no special brief for any of them, but
I am not content to see the development tha,t has
resulted in this question. Therefore I camnot but
voice my opinion that something more pressing
should be done by our Government to see that our
Airport is made an up-to-date one.

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, at this
rather early hour, (or should I say late stage,) I
shall be as short as possible in my speech. There
is no question of opposition to the passing of this
Address as it stands. First of all, i1t seeks to draw
to His Excellency’s attention the dissatisfaction of
this House with the reluctance of Her Majesty’s
Government in the United Kingdom to grant land-
ing rights at Seawell Airport to an American flag
bearing airline ready and willing to offer the island
the benefit of scheduled services.

Then, the Address says that the House is of the
opinion that these facilities should be granted with-
out further delay and that similar rights should be
extended to any other reputable national airlines
willing to offer scheduled services.

And, in paragraph three, it is stated that the
House respeetfully request that a copy of this Ad
dress be transmitted by cable to Her Majesty’s
Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies with
a request for prompt attention.

As I understand it, the first paragraph has the
intention of drawing the attention of Her Majesty’s
Government to our dissatisfaction with its reluect-
ance of granting landing rights at Seawell airport
to an American flag-bearing airline; that is, assum-
ing that our Premier had tried to get certain land-
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ing rights for an American flag-bearing airline or
other airlines and all these facilities as we would
expect from anybody who is representing us. We
will be prepared to back our Premier if he told the
people who are in Great Britain: ‘“You will mo
longer keep us in servitude; you will no longer keep
as from our rights to which we are entitled; you
will no longer practise what has become known as
colonialism.’’ Suppose the Russians were to read
a debate such as this and were able to find out that
it was really true that Barbados wanted to give
landing rights to an airline from another country
which was friendly disposed towards us and which
country had done much with regard to our safety
in the last war! That is either the truth or our
Premier has not served us well.

Let us look at the past. In 1937, Sir Mark
Young, who was the then Governor of Barbados,
was the first to recognise that the future of the
world must be by air travelling. I claim to be the

person who next clearly saw that and in 1942 I made

a speech in this House to that effect. You must
realise if we are confined in this small place without
an open Airport that we would be kept back from
our proper development, no matter how small we
may be. It was in those days, (I think it was in
1937) that we were told to buy land at Seawell for
an Airport and at that time we were only able to
make a grass Airport. I would like to say this (and
you will see by referring to the debates of that
time) that in truth and in fact we were pushed
by P.A.A. Airlines to get an Airport. I am not
making a special plea for them but in fairness to
them it should be drawn to the attention of hon-
ourable members that P.A.A. was pushing us as
well as the American Consul. They told us that
we should provide some facilities for air travel and
if we did so they would be prepared to come. What
did happen, as far as I remember, was that in 1930
P.AA. visited the West Indies. At that time I was
acting as Attorkey General. We were told that
there was the possibility of a particular line coming
here and that we should not give only P.A.A. fac-
ilities for landing here. We were advised that we
should withhold any consent at the time. To our
great surprise, Trinidad at that time availed her-
self of the opportunities which P.A.A. were offering
and P.A.A. was able to get that place as their base.
It is within my knowledge that since then, FLA.A.
has sent their representatives to this island to get
such opportunities. I have myself seen them and
they intimated to us that they would be prepared
under proper conditions to come here and be able
tc serve the island. For some reason or the other,
their case was not considered and we find B.W.LA.
getting the edge on them and that Airline was al-
lowed to come here. When we formed our Airport
in 1939 (and you will see this from the records) we
tried to get anybody to come here. At that time
P.A.A. was not particularly interested. They said
they would come if they would be the only foreign
airline that would be allowed to come here. At that
time the Governor of the Colony and the Executive
Committee were eager at having a free, open airport,
and so the Governor refused to let P.A.A. come
here on the understanding that they would be the
only foreign airline to land herc: with the result
that K.I.M. came here and handled traffic.

Then one heard of the plans for B.'W.ILA. to
operate here and it is history now how the services
of BW.IA. were foisted on us in 1942. Since the
day that airline was foisted upon us, every effort
made here to break the chains of this foisted line

-has failed. We have never got support in the right

quarters, When I hear people talk of international
conventions, that to me is a mere subterfuge and
trick to avoid the real issue.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I must object
to those remarks made by the honourable member.

Mr. SPEAKER: I sat here and heard the hon-
ourable junior member for St. James to say when
ke hears people make certain remarks, He did not
refer to the honourable member. I will allow the
honourable junior member for St. James to continue
his speech. When he reduces himself to personal
statements I will take notice of them.

12.20 am.

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: Let us take the qgues-
tion of principle. I would say that there are some
of us who would excuse themselves for not giving
us what I would take to be our right. How can it
be wrong internationally to let Barbados not have
an ‘American flag bearing airline or any foreign
Airline Company of repute to call here, and right
to let Trinidad, Antigua, Jamaica and British
Guiana to have the same Airline to call there? The
moment you say it, any intelligent, honest, right-
thinking man immediately faces up to the situation
that there is someone, some reason, some ground or
some hidden thing which is preventing us from
having what is our proper heritage.

If it is a matter of intermational convention, if
you do not want them to have it, take from Trini-
dad, Jamaica or Antigua the right of Pan American
Airways to land there and we will stand by that
too; treat them as you treat us. Do youa think that
if this country was really interested in getting an
open Airport that it would not get an open Air-
port? We are supposed to be the most advanced
colony constitutionally in the West Indies, and more
so than Trinidad, Antigua, Jamaica or British
Guiana; we have reached Ministerial Government
and they have not got it yet; they have restrictions
in bringing down laws and passing them which we
have not got. We claim to be a dominion in our
own right except in size and we have not even got
Airlines coming from other councries which are
willing to come here. We care about ourselves, not
Pan American. It is a surprise to me that Pan
American is willing to come to this island and serve
us, because it could never be a paying proposition
to them to do that.

Let us put it another way; if we had a differe~t
Premier and a different Ministry do you think we
would not have had this service already? Of course
we would have had it. In 1942 do you think the
Colonial Office would have said ‘‘No’’ if we hail
insisted on having an cpen Airport? In this ease,
and it is a strange case, we are not getting an Air-
line from abroad and are they preventing us from
getting it so as to protect Mr. Yerex? They ar
neglecting us. I say again that if it is a question
of an International Agreement, we would stand our
losses; but mnever mind that, if we are going to
have a conference in Britain and the matter is
properly put to the Colonial Office, it means that
the opposition to our having this airline will die.
Do you think that with a Federation of this area,
Trinidad would be served by five or six airlines,
Jamaica by more, (Antigua is also served,) and we
should be left out? The stupidity of the argument
leaves one to wonder if we should not know some-
thing which we do not know. In this matter we
should hear what the Americans and what our Pre-
mier said and a White Paper should be issued in
this connection.

Today we are shooting at a target and we do
not know what we are shooting at. Personally, T
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do not think that this question is anything to do
with the British Government. I believe that the
British Government is hiding behind the question of
International Agreement in respect of the British
West Indian Airways. 1 would like to say this:
We do not know where we stand where sugar is
concerned. Everybody knows that we have an in-
flated prosperity and something might happen
which would be a serious matter for the economic
position of the island. We have to look for some-
thing other than building stones with cannon holes
in them: we have to look for something which will
bring prosperity, something which will bring us
money.

The Tourist Association which is a kind of
Publicity Committee could not preach in the same
way and on the same terms. There is another thing: if
the sugar which we produce were to be affected by
a drop, — even a small drop — in the price; the
economy of this island (which is inereasing in its
population but the jobs are not increasing commen-
surately) would be in a perilous state indeed. The
cement industry is not for us: these other industries
are not for us: and therefore we must find some-
thing to do. Nature has given us a most wonderfu!
climate; it is warm on the coldest day. We have
beaches which are white and clean and we have an
island which can boast of amenities. One hears that
if the Americans were to disecover Barbados they
would push us into the sea because this is a glorious
island ; they say that it is a wonderful place to live
in.

We cannot build hotels before we have an Hotel
Aid Bill or before we see that we can get the tourist
who will go into the hotels, All these things cannot
take place with B.W.I.A.; we had that since 1942
and Mr. Yerex a little before that. No man who
travels by aeroplane likes to change and no man
likes to be shifting whether it is to Bermuda or
not. No one likes to spend hours in getting from
one plane to another and it must be an experience
if we have to go overseas and if we are going for
health purposes to get a Pan American plane to
take us there.

12.30 a.m,

Now, the very future of aviation, as I said in
1937—and I say 1t to-day, has been the concern of
the nations of the world. T also said, that the more
it is viewed, the more it means to the nations of the
world; and the more we can get to land here, the
more it will mean to the future of this Island. But
this mouth service of saying that we want to get an
open airport and hearing the speech of the Hon. Min-
ister of Communications, is just knocking at it. Tha
Minister of Communications wants an open airport
and cannot get it, because of the opinions of the
Colonial Office. If the Hon. Minister knows he wants
an open airport, he should have that confidence to
be able to ask for it. I think we are listening too
much to the British Government to-day. I hope that
this Address will pass and that we will be duly
informed by His Excellency the Governor as to what
the Colonial Office says.

In the year 1942 Sir Mark Young, the then.Gov-
ernor, had the consent of the Colonial Office to have
Barbados as an open airport. The words which I
shall now read are from the Debates of the year
1942 on this question. Here is part of what I said:

““I and my colleague were particularly keen on
‘““having this scheme put through, and if hon. mem-
“‘bers would refer to the Legislative Debates of the
““‘Season of 1937—38, Volume 49, page 324 they will
‘“‘see what was the policy of the then Government
““which was bound to have the sanction of the
““Colonial Office, through His Majesty’s Secretary of

‘‘State for the Colonies. Shortly in some words
““which were used by me the Government said, ““We
‘““do not propose to create a monopoly; we do not
‘‘propose to subsidise any one; and barring the small
‘‘expenditure which is only £12,000 with £20,000
‘‘additional for the preparation of the ground we cax
“‘turn to these Companies and say ‘‘Here is your
“‘landing ground; if you choose to make it an aero-
‘‘drome you can do so.”’

Later on when pressed by hon. members as to
whether or not a Company was willing t¢ come he.e
I stated as follows:—

““One of the main reasons why we have tried to
‘‘get a landing ground is not because we have any
*‘prophets amongst us but because we have been asked
‘“to provide one by Pan American Airways, the Dutch
“‘Line, and Imperial interests are also in reserve; that
‘‘is to say, no monopoly has been granted. I tried to
‘“‘explain to hon. members in my opening speech that
‘‘since 1930 Pan American Airways has been inter-
‘‘ested in coming here. Later on I said, ‘‘The Ameri-
‘““can Consul has been communicating with me as to
‘“‘when the aerodrome will be ready and what steps are
‘‘being taken to provide it. It is a desire on behalf
‘“of Companies who are able and in a position to
“‘function.”” So much was that the policy of the
‘““Government at that time that when Pan American
““Airways proposed that other foreign Companies
““such as the Dutch Line, but not to exclude other
“‘British interests at any time from calling here, the
““Government of the Colony at that time refused to
‘“do so and said, ‘‘No, this shall not be an open air-
(‘port"7 22

In 1937 and 1942 the Colonial Office was in
favour of an open airport. The Duteh people came
here and they only stopped coming here because of
subversive movements of the Nazi agents in Trini-
dad. At that time Barbados was an open airport;
but in 1955 the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
—s0 far has he gone back on his view in this matier
since we have a socialist ministerial government in
power—-does not want it as an open airport, and we
exclude friendly nations. [Mr. LEWIS: That is
where you are wrong. It is still an open airport, but
open to one line!]

Captain Balfour, Under Secretary of State, in
dealing with the future of civil aviation recently in
the House of Commons said towards the end of his
speech: ‘‘All these are unknown factors, but I only
throw out a reference to these thoughts about un-
known factors to show that great issues will have tn
be decided. When those issues are clear, bold de.
cisions will have to be taken. We shall have to plan
and spend for civil aviation in the world of post war
communieations, as in other things upon a philosophy
of plenty. We shall have to think big; for the days
of ‘backyard’ flying rights have gone and the policy
of the ‘open sky’ will have to take its place.

““During the war we have seen measures of col-
laboration between ourselves and other countries
which will not be lightly thrown aside, T hope, when
peace comes; and with this experience to guide us
we must plan for close co-operation between nations
on a truly world scale if swift communications are to
make their fullest contribution to our postwar world.”’

‘We all know that some of the biggest airlines ot
America have been tottering on the brink of bank-
ruptey. If you want to serve the air, you will find
that it is a very expensive proposition. We find
among the English airlines that the Visecount Com-
pany were using American planes to come here. Evan
lately we ourselves are using American planes. W
are no longer non-American and we are using
B.0.A.C; and yet we find that though all of these
things are true we are being told that what is good
enough for Trinidad is not good enough for us; and
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that these small places which could never have suit-
cient fares to really prove a genuine source of revenue
for the big airlines have had a chance since 1930
of having American airlines to serve them.

All along the line, there has been some talk about
an international agreement; and in connection with
that, I think I can conclude by saying this: Tha
reference which has teen made in Washington by
the British representative there, when finally, the
equivalent of an application was being made for a
service in Barbados by an American airline, was t»
the effect that Barbades would have to be consulted.
That is plain where it seems to me that it must
lie; that is to say, in our laps. It is clear that Great
Britain would not hesitate to allow us to do wha!
she has allowed Trinidad, Antigua and British
Guiana to do, if only we asked her in truth and iu
fact. [Applwuse]

Hon, R. G. MAPP- Mr. Speaker, we have had
a long debate tonight, and in some respects it has
been a very disappointing debate; because at times.
“it descended to a level which, even the hon. In-
troducer, judging from his speech, tried to keep it
from descending. His speech on this Address whiek,
I note, differs from the Address which was moved
in this Chamber sometime previously in this Ses-
gion, in that it does mnot mention Pan-American
specl.ﬁeally by name, proves that we are growing in
wisdom.

In his speech, the hon, Introducer made use of
the remark that the Colonial Office was ‘passing tlie
buck’ to this Government. From the text of the Ad
dress it seems that what the Government is being
asked to do is to throw the buck back to the Colonial
Office, and tell them that they are the obvious author-
ity in making these international arrangements, and
we, the House of Assembly of Barbados are stress
ing that Seawell Airport should be a free airpor:
and that American flag-bearing airlines should be
allowed to ecall here. [Mr. LEWIS: Other lines
too.] Since then, the tone of the speeches has, in
gome instances, sunk to the level of their own aspira
tions. All succeeding members who spoke after the
hon. Introducer of the Address attempted to shiri
the entire blame on this Government.

12.40 p.m.

The last honourable member who spoke said that
thig is merely a subterfuge and trick, some hidden
ground which is preventing us from getting what is
gur just due. It is entirely reminiscent of the pres-
surised tactics which are part of a campaign being
used in this island to convince the public of Barba-
dos that this Government is keeping the particular
airline out and we are not doing anything to adhere
to our stated principle that we believe this Airport
should be an open airport. Now I think it is our
duty to prick that bubble. I must confess that the
Opposition made use of a good opportunity of talk-
ing of this matter tonight because one of the principal
figures has been missing. It is the Hon. Premie;
who has had these discussions with the Colonial Office
and it is at him that most of the attacks were levellec
tonight. He is not here, therefore, he cannot reply
to somje of the criticisms of honourable members.
The honourable junior member for the City went so
far as to imply that the Barbados Adwvvcate could
not be possibly wrong. T think he was quoting from
the Report of what went on in London between Mr.
Knight and the Colonial Office.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I think I can offer
an explanation to that. The Hon. Premier did not
refute it. I know mothing of it so T have to go by
what T -have seen. T expect that the Government of
this Colony would have refuted that statement; and

if they had acted differently, I am sure no debate
on this matter would have taken place.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I asked them; what state-
ment they wanted us to refute, Mr. Speaker. Do we
know what went on between Mr. Knight and Colon-
ial Office? What can we refute? [A VOICE:
What was in the newspaper.] If the Colonial Office
chooses to tell Mr. Knight that the time is not ripe —
[A VOICE: They did not tell him so.] Are you
saying so when in the Advocate Newspaper itself,
Mr. George Hunte, Secretary of the Tourist Associa-
tion said so? k

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : No one is talking of Mr.
George Hunte.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: You are not talking of him;
you are talking for him.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT:
member to prove that. You are more apt to do that
than I. I object to that, Mr. Speaker. It is a dis-
konest statement he made.

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the honourable junior
nember for St. Peter sit. [Mr. WALCOTT sits.] 1
will call on the honourable senior miember for St.
Thomas to withdraw that remark. You aecuse the
honourable junior member for St. Peter of talking
for Mr. George Hunte and it is most unfortunate. It
is more than unparliamentary ; it is an insult.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I readily with-
draw the remarks. If I may be permitted to con-
tinue; Mr. Hunte, as quoted in the Ba~bados Advo-
cate, i3 saying that they have heard a report from
the people from England and another from; Barbados
and they should have a report from the Premier
about what went on between the Premier and the
Colonial Office. [A VOICE: So we should.] Did
ite Premier go out there to rapresent the Tourist
Asfociation? The implication is that he came back
and said one thing but now vou hear something differ-
eat, therefore th~ Premier of ihis Isiand has brought
back a false report and you cannot rely on what he
said. [VOICES: Oh! Oh;]

Now we hear from the other side cries of “Oh!”’
how can the Advocate lie in this issue?’’ [A VOICE:
Send a cable and find out.] Why should we send a
cable?

~ Owing to what the last honourable member said
about merely a subterfuge and trick, I would quote
from the previous debate on the B.W.I.A. Agree-
ment. During his speech the honourable member
made it quite clear that we did not attend to these
r:atters at all. The honourable junior member for
St. James said that since 1930 P.A.A. hag been in-
terested in coming here. T will quote from the speech
of the honourable junior member for St. James at
that time. He should kncw what he was talking
because at that time he was the leading figure in this
Government. It is not true to say that this Govern-
ment is not interested and is doing nothing about it.
12.50 a.m.

I am not misquoting the honourable member;
I agree with him that he quite rightly opposed any
question of monopoly. He quite rightly stated that
he would oppose in the people’s interest any ques-
tiqg of monopoly. In that debate this is what he
said :

““In 1930 I was acting as Attorney General of
this Island. At that time certain steps were being
taken to get an Airline operating in the West Indies.
The Pan-American made approaches but, to put it
as its best, their approaches were not successful. T
have borne the blame as one of those who prevented
it from being suecessful. If that is true I made a
mistake then, but I am mot going to make the mistake

I defy that honourable
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now. The responsibility of accepting or not accept-
ing such an agreement is primarily ours.’’

I must say that that debate refers to the B.W.I.A.
The honourable member need not shelter behind that
but I am going to refer to some remarks made by
M. Probst himself in June this year. What did he
say at that conferemce? He said that Pan American
is quite willing to come to Barbados and he added
that it was within the international arrangement.
That is what honourable members were told tonight;
they would believe that it is & matter for the Bar-
bados Government entirely. Honourable members
know that that is an exaggeration; the fact that Mr.
Probst said then that the matter was within the in-
ternational agreement proves conclusively that what
we are saying today is no subterfuge. The very fact
that Mr. Probst said that it was a matter for inter-
national arrangement and agreement shows that
what we have said today is no subterfuge. If there
is any subterfuge Mr. Probst uttered it and he ought
to know as he is a representative of Pan American.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The honourable member
could go further than that and not mislead the
House. He should also state that Mr. Probst subse-
quently denied the statement appearing in the
Advocate.

HON. R. G. MAPP: I object to the honourable
member saying that I am misleading the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the honourable member
accusing the Minister of misleading the House?

Mr. CRAWFORD: I said that he should have
gone further and not mislead the House because Mr.
Probst made a correction in a subsequent article
appearing in the Adwvocate.

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not suggest that
the honourable member is misleading the House. 1
think the Hon. Minister is a little jumpy.

Hon. R. G . MAPP: That is a matter for the
Chair. The accusation has been made that the Gov-
ernment is protecting B.W.L.A. but according to Mr.
Probst there is no B.W.I.A. to protect. He specifi-
cally went on to say that B.W.L.A. would not lose
anything. What B.W.L.A. are we protecting when
Mr. Probst speaks about agreements, and that
B.W.I.A. was still protected and would lose nothing ?

I say again that the whole idea behind th:
tactics to-night is to tell the public that we can do
something about this matter. Because we have a
constitutional Government, does it mean that we are
to talk back in international arrangements and that
we have only to say, ‘‘Open up’’ and in will come
Pan-American? That is absolutely false and ridicu-
lous.

1.00 a.m.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, the Hon-
Minister has said that statements which have been
made regarding this matter are false. T am one of those
who said that a statement was made from London
to the effect that the Colonial Office feels that the
time is not yet ripe for P.A.A. to land here in Bar-
bados. I also said that if the Hon. Premier and the
four Ministers were interested in these planes com-
ing here, they have never denied that the Britiza
Government had said that the time was not ripe
for P.A.A. to come here. [A VOICE: That is th:
point.]

Hon. R. G. MAPP: T will get around to what
he has said in time; but I was dealing with the re-
marks of Mr. Probst. It is significant that Mr. Probst
made his remarks after the debate on the admission
of P.A.A. and the making of Seawell an open Air
port had taken place in this Flouse. He went on to
say that recently, a short time before that, negotia-
tions had been going on at a high level between the

United States and the United Kingdom; but unfor

tunately, no application had been made in Barbados
for P.A.A. to operate this service. [Mr. LEWIS:
Why in Barbados?] He, as the representative of
P.A.A,, has said that no application has bheen made
here on behalf of P.A.A.; and we have been given
the reason why. It is because of being tied up in
bilateral agreement made between these two metro-
politan Governments.

Now, the hon. junior member for St. James has
said: ‘“Oh no; that kind of talk is absolute subter-
fuge, you can do something about it. If you pressed
for it everything would be all right.”” 1 will show,
in a moment, what it is true to say. The last hon
member who spoke has said that there are things
which the Government does not know and which they
should know. Are we a Committee? That is a par-
ticularly naive statement, especially proceeding from
the hon. member who should know his constitutional
law. Why should we pretend, in such matters, that
we are a dominion? Of course, things do happeun.
The very purpose of self-government is that we
should know these things.

I say again that we are not here to represent
special interests. We are not here to tell the British
Government that we do not know what is or what is
not as regards other companies, but that they must
let P.A.A. come to Barbados. [Mr. LEWIS: You
should let all come]. Hon. members opposite are just
erying: ‘“We want an open airport’’. I want- one
too. Before I am finished speaking I am going to re-
peat what the Hon. Minister said, every word of
which was taken down by an official stenographer in
the Government Service, so that we eould quote word
for word, what the British Delegation said. That ex-
actly puts the case for the Colonial Office, not for
one airline but that we should have an open air por:
[Mr. CRAWFORD: Therefore, they should not
stop there.] If the hon. member doubts that, he is
wrong. [Mr. F. L, WALCOTT: You are agreeinz
with them.] Just to show how these things are work
ed on the international level, I am going to refer
to Mr Probst’s speech in which he said that the Bric
ish Delegation at that Conference in America at
tempted to say or admitted that they did not know
what the position was in regard to these colonies
Now, as I said not long ago, this was after the de
bate in this House. Do you really think that the Unii-
ed Kingdom did not know our position in regard in
this Colony? How can we believe everything we
hear about these conferences? We da not know what
goes on over these internatjonal tables. [A VOICE
You should iry to find out for us.] And that is why
we are fighting for self-government so that we would
not have to go to the Colonial Office in order to say,
as we are saying now, for instance, that we want
P.A.A. to ecome here. We are fighting for self-gov-
ernment so that we, ourselves, would be able, around
an infernational table, to enter into international
arrangements, and thus avoid Barbados being used
as a pawn in any international affairs.

Hon. members have referred to British Guians
and Jamaica. [Mr. CRAWFORD: They have self-
government?] Hon. members know very well tha-
with the Bermuda Agreement, so far as those coly
nies were concerned, they had P.A.A. long befor-.
Jamaica managed to get P.A.A., not because Jamaica
said: I want it; but because negotiations went on
internationally. It is only about a year ago that, in
spite of the faet that the Bahamas depend to such
a great extent on the tourist traffic with the United
States, and in spite of the fact that for years they
have been building up their economy, Pan-American
went to the Bahamas. And the delay was due to the
fact that it was considered a matter that should be
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settled by international agreement. It will be re-
membered that some hon. member on the opposite
side of the table hinted at the position with Bermuda.
But it must be remembered that Bermuda is a crown
colony. [A VOICE: Bermuda is not a erown colony
It has a representative government.] It has great
Crown Colony interests; but it is certainly not a
self-governing island. If the public knew all those
facts, (and the public must be told those facts) I
am, sure they would see that this is not a matter
in which we can simply say: ‘““We want a free air
port’’, and that any airline must be able to enter.
So far as the Government is concerned, we are noi
prepared to ask for P.A.A. [A VOICE: Oh, so that
is it.Jor any one particular company to come to this
Island. [Mr. WALCOTT: 1 see, that is hew the
thing goes.] [Mr. LEWIS: Tell them to let all come. |
If hon. members want us to pull their feet out of the
fire, let them change up this Address and mention
the particular airline they want. But we are no*
going to say: Let P.A.A. come here.

Mr. E.D. MOTTLEY : rose.

Mr. SPEAKER: Has the honourable member
finished speaking ? :

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I am yield-
ing to the honourable senior member for the City
who is speaking on a point of Order.

Mr. E, D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Speaker, the Hon.
Minister is suggesting in reference to this Address
that we want the Government to pull our feet out of
the fire; and that if that is the case we should men-
tion P.A.A. T have not said anything about P.A.A.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Speaker, I am rising
on a point of explanation. The Hon. Minister has
said, in reference to the honourable members on this
side of the Table who have already spoken, that we
want, the Government to pmll our feet out of the fire.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I was not ref-
erring to the honourable junior member for St.
Peter.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I want to
say that specific mention was made by me to P.AA.
80 as to indiecate to the Government that the time
gs ripe for asking P.A.A.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is not
making any reference to you.

1.10 a.m.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: When I said that no men-
tion was made of any particular body and that
we were not making any representations for any
body, the hon. member nearly jumped into the air.
[A VOICE: P.AA. is not in the Address.] All
that I am saying is that we will stick to the terms
of the Address; I am mnot saying that we will
fight P.A.A’s battle,

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: Let the hon. member
just allow me to explain. Mr. Speaker, I under-
stand that P.A.A_ is the designated American flag
bearing airline that has applied for landing rights
at Barbados.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr, Speaker, as Minister
of Trade, I am quite aware of the value of tour-
ism to the island and that is the reason why I am
speaking now on this matter. T have already said
in this House (and I know that the hon. junior
member for St. Peter will support me when 1 say
this) that so long as we have certain safeguards,
tourism would be the second string to our economy.
‘We hold to that view and I have received deputa-
tions from the tourist industry and have gone into
the matter with them. I have already increased
the grant for advertising Barbados abroad. Of
course, we could not go to the extent of Jamaica.
Tt is just a matter of the revenue which we receive
out of the same tourist industry. We cannot spend

as mueh as Jamaica. It is absolutely untrue for
some hon, members to suggest that this Govern-
ment is not doing anything to push the economy
of the island and that all we are doing is being
a stooge of Colonial Office. I do not think our
worst enemy would say that. [A VOICE: That
is a statement of fact.] That can be a very simple
charge to refute because members who are plead-
ing the case of P.A.A. can be accused of being
stooges of P.ALA. [A VOICE: That is so child-
ish.] Hon members who are pleading the case of
P.AA. ean be classified as stooges for P.A.A.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Al I want to impress
on his childish mind is that the same remark he
used can apply to him. Many years ago P.A.A.

' was designated as an air carrier to Barbados.

Mr. SPEAKER:
on a point of order?

Hon, R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I say again,
it is a silly charge to say that this Government is
a stooge of Colonial Office because it can be thrown
at members who are pleading the case of P.A.A.
that they are stooges for P.AA. 1 am not saying
that T support the charge; 1 am saying that that
charge can be laid at them with greater force.
As I was saying we believe that tourism should
be assisted. Mr. Speaker, T expect to be in London
in the near future and I intend to put the attitude
of this House very strongly to the Colonial Office
about this matter in respect of an open airport.
1.20 a.m.

I say again: I am going to put our attitude
towards Seawell Airport being an open airport to
encourage as many airlines as possible to come here.
The delegation which met us was told that by the
Premier, and the Colonial Office was also told that.
If honourable members persist in accusing us of
making false statements, we cannot be responsible
for honourable members’ lack of appreciation of the
finer things of life. We are not departing from any
position which we held previously; the posifion is
the same as it was yesterday, the day before, or before
June last year or June this year when the matter
was discussed. We are agreed that Seawell Airport
should be an open Airport, but we refuse to be
ambassadors, envoys, or special pleaders for any par-
ticular Airline or any particular Company. That,
in a nut-shell, is our attitude.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I know
that my attitude will surprise some honourable
members. As far as I am concerned, I would
rather feel accused of being a stooge for Plan Ameri-
can Airways than for the Colonial Office. As far
as I am concerned, as honourable members will have
seen, I have been calm in this entire matter. I want
to say that the poorest showing on the part of the
Government I have ever seen has been shown here
tonight; yet we will hold the Hom. Minister of
Labour to his promises that when he goes to Eng-
land he will put to the Colonial Office the attitude
of this House towards Seawell Airport.

Before I got into this Chamber I enjoyed fight-
ing the Premier face to face; I enjoy fighting peo-
ple face to face. We did not go all out in this
debate tonight because the Premier was not here.
I want an open Airport because I would like to
see an Airline carrying an American flag come to
Barbados. I know how I feel in my conscience
about the whole affair; but not withstanding how
I feel about it, I will still be charitable in relation
te it. I say, let us be together in this matter: if
we want. Two years ago honourable members were
prepared to say that we wanted an open Airport
anyhow this Address will be passed.

Is the hon. member talking
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I want to say that this double talk, if it is not
hypoerisy, is only the nieans to an end; and I say
this quite seriously and with the fullest sense of my
responsibility that we want an open Airport and
we want Pan American. They know about inter-
national agreement and we know about it too. If
they want Moscow, it would not matter me. They
can fly a Moscow flag; at one time they said that
Stalin was the greatest man in the world. Anyhow
for the sake of the passing of this Address I will
sit down; but I do say that there has been a lot
of hypocrisy in this matter and confusing double
dealing as a means to an end. There are no two
ways about it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that this
Address do now pass. Honourable members in
favour of that will please say ‘‘Aye’’, those against
will please say ‘‘No’’. I think the ‘“ Ayes’’ have it.
I will ask the honourable senior member for the
City and the honourable junior member for St.
Lucy to present this Address.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: As
pleases.

Mr. TUDOR: As Your Honour pleases.

1.30 am.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, it
has been intimated to me that honourable members are
desirious of dealing with the amendments by the
Other Place to the Representation of the People Act,
1955. It is very important that these amendments b
dealt with as soon as possible. I also draw the atten-
tion of honourable members to the fact that these
amendments should be agreed to by this Chamber be-
fore the 31st December, 1955. I am wondering if hon-
ourable members would agree for the House to meet
on Thursday next for the purpose of dealing with
these amendments. [VOICES: No; Tuesday. Let us
decide to meet on Tuesday next at 10 o’clock a.m. for
that purpose.] [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Let us come
cn Tuesday next prepared to do the Local Government
Bill and the Representation of the People Aect, 1955.]

The Order Paper having been fixed.

Your Homour

ST. JOHN LOAN BILL

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, before the adjourn
ment ismoved , I am asking leave to deal with Order
No. ene on the Order Paper standing in my name:
Second reading of a Bill to amend the St. Joiin
Parish Loan Act, 1952,

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is ask-
ing leave to deal with Order No. 1 under ‘‘Private’’
Miembers’ Business;’’ and unless there be any objec-
tion, leave will be granted.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
honourable member,

Order No. I was called :—

Bill intituled an Act to amend the Saint John’s
Parish Loan Act, 1952 so as to permit the Vestry of the
said parish to apply part of the moneys borrowed un-
der the said Act in erecting a Communal Bath and
Latrine for the use of the general public on lands
of the said Vestry situate at Villa Nova in the said
parish of Saint John.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, it is one of those
regular Vestry Bills seeking permission to utilise the
remaining part of the loan which this Chamber gave
tke Vestry of St. John permission to raise in 1952, for
the purpose of erecting a latrine and bath at Gall Hill,
St. John. Of the total amount there is an unexpended
balance of $4,854.60 which the Sanitary Commission-
ers of the parish would like to utilise for the erection
of a latrine and bath in another part of the parish:
viiz: Villa Nova.

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second
time.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : 1 beg to second that.

The question that this Bl Le now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division. :

Mr. ALLDER. T beg to move that the honourabl-
jonior member for St. Michael be appointed to act as
Chairman of Committees, in the absence of the Chair-
man of Committees,

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY. 1 beg to second that.

The question that the honourable junior member
for St. Michael be appointed to act as Chairman of
Comumattees in the absence of the Chairman of Com-
mittees, was put and resolved in the affirmative with-
out division.

Mr. ALLDER. Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that
Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the House
go into Committee on this Bill. ,

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY. 1 bag to second that. .

The question that Mr. Speaker do now lecve tho
Chair and the House go into Commattee on this Bl
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
dwiston.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair and the House went
tnto Commattee, Mr. Bryan being in the Chair.

-On motion of Mr. Allder, seconded by Mr. E. D.
Mottley, the Freamble was postponed.

Clauses one (1) to three (3) inclusive were called
end passed.

On motion of Mr. Allder, seconded by Mr. E. D.
Mottley, the preamble was passed.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move
that you do now report the passing of the Bill in
Committee.

Mr. LEWIS': Mr. Chairman, I am telling this
opportunity just to get a little information, having
heard the honourable introducer say that this is an
unexpended balance of the money that has already
been raised by loan. If this is an unexpended balance,
then you must have been paying interest on it. [Mr.
E. D. MOTTLEY. Yes.j That is not the best
rrocedure. :

The question that the Charman do now report
the passing of the Bill in Committee was put and re-
solved in the afftrmative without division.

The Chairman reported the passing of the Bill
in Committee and Mr. Speaker resumed the Chasr
and reported accordingly.

On motion of Mr. ALLDER, seconded by Mr.
E. D. MOTTLEY, the Bill was read a third fime.

On wmotion of Mr. ALLDER, seconded by Mr.
TUDOR, the Bill was passed and the title agreed to.

EMERGENCY ORDERS

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, before the
House is adjourned, I should like to say that there is
a Resolution for the continuance of certain Orders,
relative to Control of Rents Customs and Tariffs. The
Addendum to this Resolution reads as follows:—

This Resolution seeks the approval of the House
of Assembly to the continuance in, force of the Emer-
gency Powers (Hutricane) (Control of Rents) Order
No. 3, 1955, and the Emergency Powers (Hurri-
cane) (Customs Tariff Amendment) Order No. 3,
1955, made by the Governor-in-Executive Committee
cn the 25th day of November, 1955, under section 3
of the Emergency Powers Act 1939—3, during the
continuation of a state of emergency declared to exist
by a Proclamation made by His Exeellency the Gov-
ernor on the 19th of November, 1955.

These two Orders have been laid in the Legisla-
ture and replace two similar Orders which were made
ss a result of the hurricane on the 22nd of September
and which have now expired. In the opinion of the
Governor-in-Executive Committee it is necessary to
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retain these particular powers in connection with the
work of rehabilitation.

All of the Emergency Powers (Hurricane)
Orders made on the 22nd of September and the 20th
Qctober as a result of the hurricane have expired.

Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that this Resolution
do now pass.

Hon. M, E. COX:
1.40 a.m.

Mr. GODDARD: 1 want to draw to the atten-
tion of the Government that these Emergency Orders
with respect to Control of Rents will have to be
amended because there is an anomaly. It was pointed
out that there are certain buildings which are rented
in. the off season at what might be called summer
rates, but when the winter comes around, they ar:
rented at higher rates. As the Order stands, it is
working adversely on those ownery of what can be
called ‘‘better class’’, houses which are rented out
at lower rates in the off season; and at higher rates in
the winter season.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, there are just two
things which I want to draw to the attention of the
Hon. Minister. The law says that in declaring a
state of emergency, the proclamation must be enacted
forthwith in the Legislature.

The next thing is that the Orders are merely
continnance of Orders already made and they could
have been laid with the proclamation. It was dome
on the previous occasion. Let me say that the proe-
lamation was made by His Excellency the Governor
on the 19th November, 1955 and an Order was made
by the Governor-in-Executive Committee on the 25th
November; I do not wish any slackness to come about
in matters of this sort because the Aect itself says
that the Legislature must know about this thing.
There is provision made for summoning the Legisla-
ture for this thing.

The next thing is that T think the Governmient
should realise that they were ill-advised to take tuo
Hurricane and Earthquake Emergency Act and re-

I beg to second that.

e

peal it and have a General Emergency 'Act. It must
be obvious to them by now if they had that Act on
the Statute Book they would not have had to come
kere every month with these Emergency Orders. It
is known that provision for emergency mjight be for
a few days_in case we have suffered from lack of
communications, and that is why five days and seven
days are mentioned in the Act. So far the Hurri-
cane Emergency Orders are concerned, it seems as if
they will continue for a long time; so it does seem, as
it the Government was ill-advised to put the Hurri-
cane and Earthquake Emergency Act into one Gen-
eral Emergency Act. It is known that other emer-
gencies last for a few days and it seems unfortunate
that the Government will have to d¢ this every month.
They should take some stock of that. They have Had
two sets of Emergency Orders — one on a short term
and one on a long term — put into one Act and the
moment they did it, the hurricane came along to show
that they were wrong. That is why they have to do
this thing every month.

The question that the Resolulion do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmotive without
division.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. HOLDER: Mr. Speaker, I am asking leave
that Order No. 35 of Private Members’ Business be
Order No. 1 on'the Order Paper for the next meeting.

There being no objectiom leave was granted tha
honourable member.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: In view of what
honourable members have agreed to, I beg to move
that this House do now stand adjourned until Tues-
day next 6th December, 1955 at 12 o’clock (noom).

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirm-
ative without division end Mr, SPEAKER ad]ourmd
the House accordingly.

2.00 a.m,






