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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLl 

Pvrsuant to the adjournment the House of 
Assembly Inet at  3 o'clock p.m., today 

PR'ESENT 

His Honour K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker), 
H m . D r .  H. G. H. CUMMINS, C.B.E. M.D., C.M., 
(Miwistw of Social Services), His Honour A. E.  S. 
LEWIS (Deputy Speaker), Hon. M. E. Cox (Minister 
of Commun/ications, Works and Housing), Mr. L. E. 
SMITH J.P., (Chairman of Committees), Mr. F. L. 
W a s l c o ~ ~  O.B.E., Hon. R. G. MAPP (Miksler of 
Trade, Industry and, Labour), Mr. F. C. GODDARD, 
(The Leader of the Oppositiow), Mr. F. E. MUER, 
Mr. J. A. HAYNIB, B.A., Mr. J. C?. MOTTLEY, Mr. V. B. 
1-AUOHAN, HO#l. C. E. ~'ALMA (Mikster of Agrk'Ul- 
ture, Lands aand Pish.eries) Mrs. E. E. BOURNE, Mr. 
J. C. TUDOR M.A. 

Prayers were read. 
Mr. ALLDER entered the House and took his 

seat. 

MINUTES 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I have the honour to inform 
the House that the Minutes of the last meeting are 
not yet ready for circulation. 

DOCUMENTS 

Mr. SPEAKER,: I have the honour to inform 
the House that  I have received the Financial Report 
of the Accountant General of the Colony for the 
month ended 31st August, this year. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Government Notices were given as follows :- 
' 'Hon. Dr. H. G. H.  CUMMINS for the P'remier: 

Resolution to authorise an advance of $280,000 to be 
placed at  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to meet expenditure in connection with 
hurricane relief. 

Hon. Dr. H. C. H. CUMMINS for th_e P'remier: 
Eesolution to approve the Regulations entitled "The 
Barbados Regiment (Service Pay) (Amendment) 
Regulations, 1955 '. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINF : Resolution to 
place the sum of $6,165 a t  the disposal of the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee to supplement the 
Estimates 1955-56, Par t  I ,  Current, as shown in the 
Supplementary Estimates 1955-56 No. 32 which 
forms the Schedule to the Resolution. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I n  connection 
with these Resolutions, Mr. Speaker, I beg to give 
notice of my intention to ask leave to suspend Rules 
68 and 89 in order to deal with the first two Resolu- 
tions. As honourable members would remember, these' 
Resolutions were circulated by permission of Mr. 
Speaker. I would like to deal with them in all the 
stages today. 

There be* no objection, kleavve wm granted the 
honourable member. 

PEIVATE MEMBEES BUSINESS 

Mr. TUDOR : Mr. Speaker, I rise to give notice 
of my intention to move the passing of the following 
address to His Excellency the Governor. It reads as 
follows :- 

The House~ of Assembly 
To 

His Escellewy the G o v e m r  
The House desire to draw to Your Excellency's 

attention the vast extent of damage to property sus- 
tained in the recent Hurricane. 

2. Th? House believe that considerable financial 
provision must be made to replace the houses des- 
troyed by those of a more durable structure. 

3. The House further believe that such financial 
provision should be properly planned, and should 
be subject to frequent budgetary adjustments. 

4. The House begs to remind Your Excellency 
that the Price Xtabilisation Fund (now sanding a t  
more than six and a half millions dollars), and the 
Revenue Equalisation Balances (now much in excess 
of five and a quarter millions dollars), are the appro- 
priate sources from which such financial commit- 
ments should be met. 

5. Accordingly, the House respectfully beg to 
impress upon Your Excellency the rectitude of such 
a course, and therefore desire that the most urgeat 
consideration be given to this proposal to use these 
two funds for the purposes mentioned above. 

Mr. E .  Rt. A. Hollder entered the House amd to&k 
]:is seat. 
3.25 p.m. 
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QUESTION 

Mr. 0. T. BLLDER: 
To enquire of the Appropriate Minister: - 

Will the Government cause to be set up a Com- 
niissioni to enquire into the running of the Sugar 

I industry of this Island, with the view to finding 
l out theebasis on which such production Bonus is paid, 
i acd the cause for the long delay in the paying out 

l of such money to Labourers of this Industry? 
2. Will the Government cause such persons as 

are ~esponsible for the paying out of such money to 
dG so as soon as possible so that Labourers who are 

l victims of the recent Hurricane can be relieved of 
their suffering ? 

3. Will the Government by Legislation enacted 
cause a time limit to be instituted withiin which such 
Production and Preference Money on the purchase 
of canes be paid annually? 

I PRIVILEGE 

Re: Article in "Beacon" Newspaper 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, before any 
O ~ d e r  is called, I w o ~ l d  like to draw Your Honour's 
attention amd to the attention of the public an  article 
written in the "Beacon7' Newspaper of the first of 
October, in which larlguage has been which I 
regard as a challenge to the right of h~nourable m@m- 
hers to debate matters in this Assembly. The of 
the language in this Newspaper is of such a vulgar 
nature, that i t  warrants discussion and also b e i ~  
brought to the attention of the public. 

No honourable member is afraid of public 
criticism or of public comment, but when a Report 
is vulgar and used with malice, it is obvious .thati 
one must deal with it. One dictator has fallen in 
Argentina because of his tactics of suppressing 
democracy and now we are finding here that this 
language is used in a report in connection with this 
Chamber. 

I want to make i t  Clear that if I had not been 
the General Secretary of the Organisation which 
cwns this Newspaper, I would have g w e  to the Law 
Courts and brought a suit in  respect of this attack 
which has been made on me. I h a w m  to be the 
General Secretary of the Organisation which owns 
the ~ e - c v s ~ a ~ e r ,  I repeat. The Organisation has 110th- 
jng to do with the writings in the Newspaper or its 
policy, so that the Organisation is absolved from any 
biame ; but the Organisation will be called upon to 
pay damages in case a successful suit is brought 
against the Newspapei-. 

After dealing with a Statement made by Your 
Honour, they went on to misrepresent the facts. 
I would say that you can deal with your part  of it. 
This is what is stated:- 

"Mr. Speaker gave a startling reply-startling 
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other honourable members who are also associated 
with this Newspaper. I would not accuse the Hon. 
Minister of writing this article, but what I do say 
is this : a Newspaper which pretends to be a national 
Newspaper must v a k e  proper reports. 

The Report goes on: - 
"Mr. Walcott thereupon said that  the House 

was not summoned in a proper manner; he himself 
had been summoned by a policesan; and added the 
reckless untruth that the Speaker's signature must 
be appended to a summons to make i t  valid." 

This is only another challenge to show that your 
very right to debate any subject i n  this chamber 
will be challenged by a Newspaper which accuses 
people o,f being liars. 

Moreover, this is another attack and you, Mr. 
Speaker, are old enough to take care of your own 
rights; but this is a challenge to show that  even 
you they have attacked by innuendo. 

I want to make it clear that  none of us should 
be afraid of criticism. I happen to know why much 
of this stuff is written; but the day will come when 
all of them will have to go and say what they care 
to say on public platforms and not in the Press and 
I will be t h ~ e .  

I just draw this matter to Your Honour's atten- 
tion to show that we entered this Chamber to have 
the freedom of speech; and if we do not agree with 
anything, to say that we do not agree with it. By 
all mems, make your comments if you want to 
make them; the Daily Newspaper has made a com- 
ment. If honourable members have saTd that  the 
House was not summoned in the proper way, if 
that is not a democratic function, then tell me what 
is a democratic function. 
3.35 p.m. 

If I cannot stay on the floor of this House and 
say things even though my friends or enemies do 
not like to hear them, I will still say that I think 
have the right to do so. If I am going to be chal- 
lenged to the extent that I am a person saying 
things of which I can be called a liar, then all I can 
say is that this is not the type of thing that allp 
Newspaper should be allowed to get away with. 

What is so sore about i t  is that  my sweat and 
labour has gone into the building of this very News- 
paper that is making these attacks against me. I 
have spent time and energy in helping them to 
build up  to their present situation; and people are 
being paid and aided to write articles about the 
very person who today, being the General Secretary 
c;f the Barbados Workers Union, h+ been of so 
use. That is the sort of article that a man who is 
also a member of this Chamber is being subjected to;  
that is the sort of vulgarism we meet. 

Many things are allowed to go by, but now it is 
challenging your very democratic rights by purport- I ing you to be a liar. I said a t  Saturday's special 
meeting of the House of Assembly that the Assembly 

in view of the fact that he thereafter permitted a 
petulant, puerile, pettifogging performance on the 
part of Mr. Walcott based on the wildest and most 
reckless misstatements which even he has seldom 
surpassed." 

This Newspaper in this context is telling the 
public that I in this Chamber have been noted for 
making reckless misstatements. I am just drawing 
to Your Honour's attention and to the attention of 
the public that I am not afraid of letting i t  be 
known that  even if i t  is my closest friend or my 
bitterest enemy, I have to preserve my character 
and I will do so to the bitter end. 

We are all aware that  the Minister of Labour 
is associated with this Newspaper; and there are 

was not properly summoned. I n  spite of all that 
was said, we still came here and we still did busi- 
ness; and the up-shot of it is to see the innuendo 
that  no person wanted to get on with business. 
We know the ways of some of them; but I think 
they should be a little more humble; they should 
be able to see that some of them could have gone 
into the Great Beyond. 

Mr. Speaker, I raise this question because those 
who read this article know that there were three 
courses opened to me: to resort to  the floor of this 
House; the Law Courts; or that  of dealing with 
them in the way they should be dealt with. Some 
day I may meet them and deal with them and then 
they will be able to tell the tale. 



Mr. SPEAKER: I hav,e listened carefully to 
all that the honourable member has had to say, and 
I remember his referring to me as being able to 
treat the article with disdain. As far  as  anything 
being brought against me, I assure him that I treat 
all such articles with disdain. Some day I know 
the House will fortify itself and treat such matters 
as  it thinks fit. 

HURRICANE EMERGENCY 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, in 
connection with the present emergency, I know the 
House will want to know how things are going; and 
accordingly, on behalf of the Government I make 
the  following statement. 

I wish to make a Statement on some of the 
measures which the Government is taking to allevi- 
a t e  the ravages of the hurricane. 

Immediately after the hurricane, there was, per- 
haps naturally, some overlapping in the distribution 
of food, but the Government's main concern was to 
make sure that there was ,enough food a t  the vari- 
ous centres in every parish for all homeless people. 
The emergency distribution of food supplies by 
lorries had several disadvantages, but was designed 
to take care of the first period after a hurricane, 
whmen the extent of the disruption of the normal 
distribution of food would not be known. 

On investigation i t  was found that  there were 
enough shops intact in the various villages of the 
Island to supply food for everyone. The Govern- 
ment. thmerefore. a ~ ~ o i n t e d  the Honourable K. R. 
H U ~ &  (who a ~ s i s t i i  the Government in the various 1 
food rationing schemes which o,perated during the I 
War) to arrange and control the distribution of 
food to the home1,ess in a manner which would make 
it easier for  the people to obtain emergency sup- 
plies of food. The occupants of a house rendered 
uninhabitable by the hurricane qualify for relief 
whether they rent the house or own it. 

The Government has through Mr. Hunte in- 
troduced a coupon system. All local authorities are 
now operating this system under the direction of 
Government, and by this means we have achieved 
an Island-wide scheme of food didxibution to the 
homeless. From reports which I have received, I 
am able to inform the House that emergency food 
coupons have already been distributed to families 
rendered homeless by the hurricane in all parts of 
the Island, except in St. Michael where the distri- 
bution is continuing today. I n  order to make sure 
that no homeless families in St. Michael will be 
without food to-day, th,e Government has arranged 
for enough supplies of food to be sent to the centres 
to last until this evening. If the distribution of 
the coupons in St. Michael is not completed today, 
further supplies will be sent to the centres. 

The head of everv homeless familv is given an  
identification card towhich  is attachid coipons to 
the value of five dollars (ten a t  fifty cents). Ar- 
rangements have been made with shops throughout 
the Island to supply food to the people on presenta- 
tion of these coupons. The object is to enable home- 
less people to obtain food with as little inconveni- 
ence as possible. By this means long waiting in 
queues will be avoided, and the industrious will cave more free t h e  to help themselves. It is in- 
tended that  each set of coupons should be exchanged 
for one week's food assistance. It was necessary to 
put the scheme into operation in all parishes im- 
mediately, and there was no question of any in- 
dividual assessment of need. The scheme is for 
those who are homeless as  a result of the hurricane 
aind there is no means test. 

This food assistance scheme is, like those f o ~  
medical and sanitary control and the  maintenance 
of temporary shelters, a n  emergency social service. 
I t  is, accordingly, the responsibility of the Minister 
of Social Services to see that  it is carried out in 
accordance with the policy laid down by the GOV- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee. All persons and 
bodies operating these schemes are doing so under 
the direction of and as agent for the Government. 

Because of the danger of introduction of infec 
tious diseases where people are crowded together. 
it is the Government's policy to get as  many fam- 
ilies as  possible out of the temporary shelters back 
into homes as soon as possible. The amazingly 
rapid work which is being done by the  Ministry of 
Communications and Works, through the Director 
of Public Works, the Manager of the Housing Board 
a.nd others in helping householders to restore dam- 
aged houses to a habitable condition has already 
been mentioned in this House. This week the staffs 
engaged on this work have been strengthened and 
to date 3,400 houses have been rehabilitated. 

It has to be recognised, however, that  for some 
time we shall have to maintain shelters for a large 
number of homeless persons, and arrangements for 
the further control and administration of such shel- 
ters ar,e under consideration. I n  this connexion 1 
would express the deep gratitude of the Govern- 
ment to those voluntary workers who a re  unselfishly 
helping their fellow creatures in this calamity. 

The House will be kept informed of the situa- 
tion and the Government's plans for  the future. 

RULES SUSPENDED 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
beg to move the suspension of Rules 88 & 89 in 
order to deal with the two Resolutions of which I 
nave just given notice. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to  second that. 
T h e  qquestioni that Rules 88 aad 89 be suspendea 

was p& and resoluled in the  affirmative without d iu i  
sion. 
3.45 p.m. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. WMMINS:  I beg to  move 
that Youh- Honour do now leave the Chair and the 
Hduse go into Committee, and that it be an  instruc- 
tion to the Cmmittee to  deal with the resolution 
of: wbtich notice has first been given. 

Hon. M. E. COX : I beg to  mmnd that. 
T h e  question was put and agreed to, and the  

Housa w m t  irct{ol Committee Mr. S M I T H  being in the  
c w .  

HURRICANE RELIEF 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, 
the fimt Resolution I shall delal with is one for 
$280,000 to be advanced from the public Treasury 
and placed at  the disposal of the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee (to be subsequently refunded 
from funds invested under autha.ty of the Reserve 
Fund Act 1924--6) t o  meet expenditure in connac. 
tion with Hurricane Relief. 

L do not think I need say much on that, as b s t  
week there wam a Resolwtim for $201,000 which W& 
the fir& instalment to be advanced from the Treas- 
ury against this loan which hias been invested abroad 
for an emergency Wch as this. The House @wed 
that $200,000 and today we have come back asking 
for  this second and final instalment ofl that $480,000. 
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I do not think I need repeat that this $480,000 
which hats been invested abroad warrj consequmt on 
the Act 1924/6 which makes provision for this case. 
This is just an advancement from the Treasury 
agaimt this fund. 

I suppose honourable members would like to 
know why at this stage we should not call in for 
this amount which has been invested abroad, so 1 
would like to say that we have been advised that 
the present time is considered inappropriate to call 
in for this amount. We have been told that it is 
better to do it this w l q  until such time as the 
invastment market improva. 

I beg to move that this Resolution do now ~CW. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second t k t .  
Nr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I am 

sure that a statement duch ,as that which was just 
read out would have been a more fitting presents- 
tion in dealing with, this Resolution for $280,000 
than what the Hon. Minksiter of Slocial Services said, 
b&we the Houq  would take it th~at it had received 
from the Minister-in-chlrurge some information 
relative to this matter. 

What is strange and novel a b u t  this whole 
matter, is that thk Ministerial benches have not 
evolved (a system where they can make a ~1*@enta 
tion themselves withmt documentation being Pre- 
pared for them to give this House. It would have 
been alright if you ware dealing with a Budget 
Speech like the Chancellor of the Exchequer, but 
llowever, in a matter such m this, we would hlwe 
to be tolerant became the lieader of the House is 
not given to speaking at length. In  matters 
which he is not cogent, he thinks i t  is better for him 
to read the text of what has been preared h f t l y .  

But, sir, we we not asking for infornation on 
this matter just w a mlatter of spmh.  It would help 
the Debates of this Chamber on the matter if we 
were given full inf~l.mati~n. Insbad of mmeone 
d i n g  the qumtion: is the P r W ' m e  Pro?? 
in+? from p a ~ s h  we would in a pmltlon 
to know that the sehabilihtion of the hmelessl is 
running alongc certain, line% and what is the position 
of the food programme. 

Why is it that the question of the ration SYS- 
tem has been changed and to what extent is the slys- 
tern used? When it Comes to that q u ~ t i o n ,  I 
say things which m70uld hurt CeTta'n people. I am 
,going to give to the Editor of the "Beacon" some- 
thing to publish. 'I'here am P ~ O P ~ ?  today whom the 
Ckwernment are feding who shollld not be fed. 
There are people who are exploiting this terrible 
situation and therefore ym have created another 
erisis out of a crisis, because of undeserving people 
running the food centres and getting ration ear& 
when they are not needed and what is mure those 
who are are not getting them- Let me ask 
y w :  have these things been drawn to your atten- 
tion? Can YOU M Y  what extent do they exktf 

you will surprised to see that now that the 
Leder  of the -l3or@e has presented his speechl on 
this matter, he thinks i t  smug t o  petend that he 
5s going to sleep. Of course that is fi relic of his 
generation; but sooner or later he will find that a 
generyation of an age group far removed from his 
wmld give him a rathar rude ' a ~ m e r  for so doing 

There is one thing I can say, and that is in 
this whole crisis the people have co-operated; &at 
is one good thing about it. The rank and, file cannoc 
be accused of waiting upon Government to see what 
the Government would do. One or two touts may bc 
waiting on the Minisrter to see that their houses a r c  
put up again or for jobs, b~it i t  can be said that the- 
rank and file are pulling their weight jn trying to 

sehabilitacte themselves and doing what best they can 
for themselves. 

Now you have read in the Newspaper that His 
Excellency the Governor has returned to Barbados 
and has said that tents are on their way. I t  is a fact 
that there has never been any attempt in the Cbarn- 
her when a Resolution like this comes before the 
IIouse to apprise us of these situations. What strange 
conduct! Sontime ago there were emergenciw in: 
Great Britain caused by the Bus Strike and the Dock 
Strike, and the Minister of Government made a full 
statemeat of the facts to Parliament. What has our 
Minister told us of the situation? He has told us 
llothing more than just having read a Statement. 
Bear in mind that apprising this House of the situa- 
tion is part of what he has to do. 

You would have thought that the Minister would 
have told you of what progress Government had 
r,iade apart from what the Hon. Minister read out 
at that speed. I would like to know if any honour- 
able member hearing that statement read, can tell 
yoa of anything that was in it. 
3.55 p.m. 

We do not want to carry m a debate like this 
u,d infinitum. That is to say you debate a Resolution 
for $280,000 today and then come next week and 
lrlove the adjournment of the House to discuss the 
Statement which has been made today. That State- 
,,at is analogous to this Resolution and it should 
have been dealt with simultaneously. 

We do not blame the Hon. Leader of the House 
if ~~d not given him the a]bility to retain things 
in his head. He cannot retain things in his head. The 
l\t\'Iinister is smiling; but it is true that he is incapable 
, f  making a speech no matter how simple, it is, re- 
inembering those things and puttiag them in a Pro- 
per form and in sequence so that he can make a 
convincing speech on the document which he has 
before him. He is incapable of doing that; but he 
inflicts us with a document which we cannot debate 
when it is a matter concerning which he should be 
&le to say something. He says that the Resolution 
sreaks for itself; what Resolution can speak for 
itself? The person who is presenting the Resolution 
must speak for it. 

I would take some time off a t  night and pay 
some attention to the elementary principles of pre- 
senting documents before Parliament; the Minister 
is not too old to learn the pre-tation of documents 
before Pa~liament. We want to be like the House 
of Commons; you must put something before Parlia- 
nlent and let us know what it is. 

I am one of those people who would pay the 
highest acclamation to those who have co-operated in 
this crisis. No one person has done it, but all sections 
,of the community have co-operated in a splendid 
movement and we should feel very proud of i t  indeed; 
but we should be aware of the things which we pro- 
pose to do. Is there any intention m the part of the 
Government to share in any way with the people in 
Grenada? Grenada has been hard hit and we have 
passed a Resolution extending sympathy to the people 
of the island; we want to know whether the Gov-- 
merit intends to share in any way with them. 

Now we can say that we were very fortunate as 
compared with Grenada; the situaticr. in Grenada 
is bad. There may be a way in which the avernment 
could give somc assistance, whether it be in the type 
of things which have been given to the Governmel7-t 
some of the things which we could pass on. 

I n  this matter the Minister of Labour had some 
part to play. Out of this same crisis it has been 
said that the Minister's action has now prevented 
people from getting what should have been given 



t o  them. P'roduction Bonus has been kept back be- 
,cause the Government has not told the Sugar Pm- 

doing. 
4.05 p.m. 

We know that there are some residents of these 
places who have been living there for  years; but 
there are many instances in which you have to do 
things that would hurt .people a t  the moment, and 
which must be endured for  the advantages that 
would be gained ip  the future. No one in  his right 
senses would do anything to impede the relieving 
of the distress, but anything we do or say should 
be with a view to the future and to help the com- 
munity a t  present. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, 
I beg a t  this junction to move that you do now re- 
yort progress, and ask for leave to sit again. 

Mr. GODDARD: I beg to second that. 
Tha question that the Chairman, do rww report 

progress with leave to sit again was p t  a d  resolved 
bin the affkwwtive u r i t h t  division. 

Nr. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair and 
reported accordingly. 

talk these things "with the Sugar Producers alone. m. C'HAlRMAN : I have not seen anything with 
l rgard to the Sugar Producers in this Resolution. I 
~ o u l d  be glad if the honourable member would keep 
to the Resolution. 

F. L. WALCOTT: This will help you to 
realise that i t  is a very important matter to you. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP; On a point of Order. I 
mould like to remove the impression that I had any- 
thing to do with this matter. 

M ~ .  F. h. WALCQTT: I aln sorry if I have 
the wrong Ministry. However very soon some of your 
constitueats will remind you of it. 

The point I think lnenlbem would 
to from Your lips, is what Progress ha' 

L e n  made. I have seen some corrections made as 
regards the distribution of food and the ration system 
is likely to be made better use of than what has been 
done. There is still food in the shops and I do not 
think we should allow any one to exploit the situa- 
tion. We hope that in the passing of this Resolution 
nlore positive relief will be given. 

I will like to ask the-Minister of Housing what 
i~ his policy apart from the relief of the immediate 
distress; I will like to know if he has anything in  
mind so f a r  as the siting of some of these houses 
which have been blown down. 

He will remember that ~~ l l l e t ime  ago I raised 
this point in here, that I think i t  is about time that 
some of the L a b o u ~  Welfare Fund be used in acquir- 
ing some areas where You can some houses. We 
how that some people like '0 live in the for 
obvious industrial reasons. We are  not against that; 
but in  so f a r  as the community is concerned, we 
should create better housing areas in the various 
p a ~ t s  of the island. I would like to know whether 

U 

I will draw to the Government's attention that  
this is a time losing principle: We hope that what 
we are saying would give them some idea of what 
they should do. We were treated to an  exhibition 
of disinterest not long ago. When the last honour- 
able member was speaking three Ministers left with 
only one remaining. If we are told that  what the 
House of Assembly says is discussed in Executive 
Committee, a t  least, there should be some attention 
given to us. 

What I am saying, I hope, will bear some im- 
pression on the Ministers and that  we will have 
some good results out of this disaster. Clothing has 
been distributed in some centres and'not in others. 
I do not know the Authority for this distribution 
of clothing. 

So f a r  my greatest criticism of the Governmertlt 
is that  they have not published anything of what 
they are doing. The people are coming to their re: 

tlucers what is the levy they will impose this year. . 
I want to sav this: in future do not attempt to 1 TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN APPOINTED 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, the Chairman having go away from 
the House temporarily we have to appoint a 
Chairman. I beg to move that  the hon. senior mem- 
ber for St. Andrew be appointed as Chaknan  of 
Committees in the temporary absence of the Chair- 
man. 

Mr. HOLDER: I beg to second that.' 
The question that the honourable senior member 

for St. Andrew be a ~ p d n t e d  Chairmm of COW 
mittees was pwt and resolved in the affirmative with- 
out 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, I beg to move that you do now leave ihe 
chair and the H~~~~ go into Committee of supply. 

The that DEPUTY BPEaKER 
?Low leave the and the House go into ~~~~itt~~ 

Szcpply was Put and resolved in the affirMtive 
ditjzsio.n. 

Mr.  DEPUTY BPEAKER left the Cha;ir, cvnd 
ths  House went iato Committee of BuppZy Mrs. 
EOURLVE be* thp Chcir. 

Mr. GODDARD : Madam Chairman, ln regards 
to this Resolution, I presume that  every Tuesday 
we will be confronted with a progress report from 
honourable members of the Government 'S Bench (;I I 

the disaster that has befallen us. I think we know that 
this sum is not adequate and Government would 
have to spend the balance of $+80@)() bdore they 
could touch my other Fnnds. we knew that would 
be asked of us. 1 think i t  is the duty of the Govern- 
ment to forward a report today as to what is bap- 

and what is being done. 
We have the number of houses that  have been 

destroyed and number that have been dam- 
aged; but what is the G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ? ~  htention as re- 

the Minister has any plans in his mind in  connection gards the housing of the people in christ church 
with this matter; sometimes the Ministers do not and the devastated areas. we know that the food 

matters arising out of a crisis. 
l know that they can express personal as 
4 distribution has had to be hurried up  and for that  

reason it has flooded into dimensions which no one 
disasters are not thin@ which not had expected. Very quickly, however, someone canlc 

happen again; we can see what has and to to your assistance and instituted a coupon system 
W-hat extent we can minimise danger. Just  aS the which seems to be very bethr. ~~~d now 
Hon. Minister has given orders about rent Control, goes into the hands of the ones who are very much 
it is time that he declare the area in Delamere Land deserving. That, however, has only now got under- 
a s  a prohibited area; i t  is not fit for human habita- way. I can say that the shops have got going with 
tion. 1t is fortunate that we did not have any r h s ,  these coupons and today they are already in Bridge- 
because the whole of Delamere Land would find itself town. I hope that  that will continue until the 
irL Carlisle Bay. Let us see what dangers there are e r n m a t  has done something for the rehousing of 
in the community today and rectify them; I do not these people. The Government has been dietribut- 
think anybody would be vexed with anybody for SO ing in s ~ o t s .  



presentatives and going to other people and asking: 
what are we to expect? We tell them to wait on 
the Public Works Department and the Housing 
Board. They are going around and collecting in- 
formation and are either constructing houses or 
putting back groundsels. They also want to know 
what is going to happen with the houses that have 
been destroyed. 

Has Government considered any policy yet? Is  
it too early to tell us whether there is a policy 
formulated or in the making for the rehabilitation 
of the thousands of people who are homeless? I 
also say, let us know not only from Tuesday to 
Tuesday, but publish somethitng in the "Advocate" 
for all of us to read that we may be able to dis- 
seminate that information. There is a great lack of 
publicity especially as with regard to that scheme. 

I have touched on the question of clothing. Some 
have been distributed; and of course, some people 
who have not got are coming to us and asking the 
reason why. Now you will have to regulate this 
for these people. There are thousands of houses 
that have been blown down and the people have 
lost their clothes as a result. That is the big prob- 
lem. 

As I said before, I should like to know and 
you should tell us what is being considered about 
the rehousing of those who have lost their homes. 
Since they have been put out of these houses they 
have been living in the Schools and the Churches; 
we have to get them out of the Schools because the 
children have to go back to school. If Government 
will write down these questions and answer them 
for me I would be grateful. 

The sanitary arrangements, I may merntion, 
have been kept quite under control in Christ 
Church; but like every thing else, the first two days 
after the hurricane were chaotic. 

At this moment I pay tribute to those who 
worked to aid the Sanitary Authorities both a t  the 
centres and elsewhere, clearing the streets et cetera; 
and a great responsibility has been met by Parochial 
Authorities. I know that they are going to find it  
very difficult indeed to find the money which they 
have to spend on this catastrophe. 
4 . l 5  p.m. 

I have good reason to believe that Government 
will be asked by certain Parochial Authorities for 
assistance in this emergency. I am only warning 
them. I do know that money has been spent and 
spent very wisely by those responsible people; and 
I am throwing it  out that it  would be your duty to 
come to their assistance. The sooner that some 
pronouncement can be given by Government on this 
matter, the sooner people will be able to get ahead 
with the reconstruction of their homes. 

I do know that some people are waiting on a 
pronouncement of this sort and are not getting 
ahead with the reconstruction of their houses be- 
cause they feel that if they put a hand to repair 
their houses, Government might by-pass them and 
go somewhere else. I have been telling them to 
help themselves and they will be helped; and the 
sooner people come to understand that they should 
help themselves the better it  would be. It is a fact 
that they would like to know something about what 
to do about damaged houses and houses to be built. 

Mr. HAYNES: I also would like to corroborate 
what the honourable junior member for Christ 
Church has said. I thought when the Hon. Minister 
of Social Services introduced this Resolution he 
would have first said th8at you have given us $200,000 
and we spent "X" dollars in clothing, "P" dollar% 
in food and "Z" dollars in housing and so on. Then, 
he would have said that we have in view a lot more 

to be done as regards housing and whatever it may 
be and we want this $280,000 to do that work. Instead 
of that, as the honourable junior member for Christ 
Church has said, we are treated as we continually 
are. just like babies in this House. 

When we go back to our constituencies to talk 
to people and they ask us what is happening, we 
cannot tell them anything at all. I t  is not fair to 
the ordinary floor member of this House that informa- 
tion is not given to him and it is extremely unfair 
to the electorate, because after all, we are supposed 
to be the representatives of the people and we should 
be able to carry back to them every Tuesday some 
thjng as regards what is being done to help them. 
We come here so as to tell them what is happening: 
instcad of that, as I have said already we hear nothing. 
I t  is very disappointing, to say the least. 

We are not expecting them to tell us any secrets 
or expose any policies that are now being evolved, 
but surely the Minister concerned must have laid 
down some general policy of what he is going to do. 
It is nearly 12 days since this terrible calamity has 
afflicted us, and I am perfectly sure that the Minister 
must have some policy outlined, if he is taking any 
interest in what is happening. 

I can quite understand that there was a lot of 
misappropriation in the distribution of food during 
the first few days after this calamity, but I would 
like to know whether the distribution of food is 
general relief, poor relief or hurricane relief. I 
happen to know that in a parish where there is no 

1 damage whatsoever, one of the members of the Hur- 
l ricane Relief Committee of that parish took upon 

himself without even consulting the Chairman to 
order a distribution of food; and certain people 
who were working by the day left where they were 
working to get this ration. I refer to the parish of 
St. Lucy. I should like to know ii any statement 
can be made on that, because how can one member 
of a Committee undertake to act in that way without 
even consulting the Chairman, far  less the other 
members of that Committee? 

I am saying that there is no co-operation in this 
matter; none whatsoever, and it is going to have a 
boomerang. People are quite willing to make private 
subscriptions to help, but after hearing of all these 
discrepancies that are taking place they are holding 
their pockets. They are saying: "I am not going to 
have my money wasted." 

Madam Chairman, I happen to be in the same 
position. \I came to town last Friday with the in- 
tention of putting money in one of those funds for 
the relief of people, but after hearing what I did, 
I went back to Speightstown without doing so. 
Instead I sent lorry loads of lumber which I paid 
for and which I a m  going to use to repair as many 
houses as it c m ;  and I did so because I do not know 
where the other money is going. 

I t  is bad principle and 'I counsel the Hon. 
Minister to see my point of view and try and give 
us mme information. As the houourable junior 
member for Christ Church has stated, you can put 
Jt in the Newspaper if you do not like to give it on 
the floor of this House. You should give a weekly 
ktatement during this emergency of the houses that. 
have been repaired and the houses to  be repaired. 

The people are getting dubious about this affair. 
They are saying that you are going to waste the  
money in the Treasury, but you are not going t o  
waste theirs; that is an absolutely bona f ide  fact. 

1 hope that the Bon. Minister of C?ommunications 
Works and Housing after hearing what I have said, 
rather than allowing it to prevent him from speak- 



iag, he might perhaps give the House some informa- 
tlon on these few but very important points. 
4.25 p.m. 

Hon. BI. E. COX: I rise at  this time to give 
some information because I feel it will save unrleces 
sary debate. In  so far as the question raised by the 
honourable junior member for St.Peter as to what 
policy (if any) Government has in reconstructing 
these houses, in the Statement made not long ago 
by the Hon. Minister of Social Services it is set  out^ 
what Government intends to do. The second last 
paragraph reads as follows:- 

"It  has to be recognised, however, that for some 
time we shall have to maintain shelters for a large 
number of homeless persons, m d  arrangements for 
the further control and administration of such shelt- 
ers me under consideration. I n  this connwtion I 
would express the deep gratitude of the Government 
to those voluntary workers who are unselfishly help- 
ing their fellow creatures in this calamity." 

I t  is true that no policy has been set out in that 
Statement. We have not yet finalised our plans, but 
pepharps I could give a hint at this stage. We have 
been discussing matters as to those houses which have 
been permanently destroyed and what should be the 
Government's plans as regards' the rehabilitation of 
thaw houses. I think this is the proper time to say in 
no uncertain manner, that we should encourage peo- 
ple to live in flats,. 

If flats are constructed, these flats will help the 
people in future against any occurrence such as th+ 
one we have just had; #and at the same, time with our 
ever increasing population, we have t , ~  decide whether 
we should go up in the air imtead of spreading out 

Only today I. visited the parish of St. John and 
1 noticed that not a single house had been finished by 
the Local Authority. As a matter of fact, I saw one 
carpenter working in the yard of CoUeton Plantation; 
and from infamation gathered, I went to Colleton 
tenantry and there there wm a house for which the 
carpenter was getting out material. I imme~diatel~ 
got in touch with the Housing Board and sent a squad 
d workmen to that area m d  also to Rosegate, in 
ordm to have some work done to houses there. 

As far  as the parish of St. Geoge is coacerned, 
l think that very good work has been done by that 
Committee up there. 1 have also instmcted the 

B ~ a r d  to send a squad of wo&men to that 
~ a r ~ .  I n  short I have instructed both De~a-ents, 
in addition to the Local ~Csmmittees or Authorities 
who are randering axsi~taace , to send squads of work- 
men to every parish where damage has been done to 
houses. 

As regards the parish of St. Luay, if the figures 
ere correct, the Report shows that only six houses 
were damaged, five of which I have been informecl 
were rehabilitated 'by the end of last week. 
1.35 p.m. 

Hon. members will therefore see that every 
cffort is being taken to expedite W far W posible 
the rehabilitation of t h m  persona who ere rendered 
hotmeless as a result ob the Huricane. 

I think it WEE, the hon. junior member for 
Christ church, who asked about the expenditure. I 
cannot give, accurate figures, but a rough estimatf 
which reveals that the amount spent by the High- 

1 

and doing what we are doing at  the pre*nt time. 
Consequently, the Director of Public Works and the 
Manwer-t3ecretary of the Housing Board are being 
consulted in this respect; and we are considering 
areas like Silver Sands. 

Government is considering purchasing a large 
area, and building thereon some sort of three-storey 
buildings; and at the same time, encouraging people 
to occupy flats on a hire-purchase system. That is a 
part  of the plans which we are now considering for 
re-housing these people. 

I t  would be a good thing if representaitives of' 
the people or others who are influential in the com- 
munity will assist in winning the people over to this 
type of housing which is popular in other countries 

A census has revealed that 7,742 houses have been 
damaged as the result of the Hurricane. The num- 
ber of houses which have been permanently destroyed 
is 3,725 and the number which is uninhabitable is 
4,017; tht gives a total of 7,742. The num,ber of 
persons who have been rendered homeles as a result 
of the Hurricane is 27,969; the number of persons 
who are on rations is 26,726. 

I n  so far  (as re-housing is concerned, I think T 
have explained in this House on more than one oc- 
casion that the island is divided into two parts: one 
under the direction of the Director of Public Works 
and the othm part  under that of the Mamger-Secre- 
tary of the Hcrusing Board. What we have done is 
this : as many lorries and workmen as we could get 
as far (m the parish of ahsist Church and' the metro- 
politan parish are concerned, we have sent them out 
with material daily; and we have instructed these 
workmen to reemct the houses 'as quickly as possible. 
We have also agreed that the Chairman of the various 
Hurricane Relief Committees should carry out similar 
works in the other parishes. Unfortunately in some 
parishes these Committees have not been very active 
In so far as rehousing the homeless is concerned. 

ways and Transiport Department h w  been $4,000, 
Public Works $100,000, and the Housing Board 
$150,000 The Department of Science and b i c u l t u r e  
(and this is for the dis$ribution of food starting 
from the 21st) [A VOIC'E: The 22nd.l has s ~ n t  
$200,000, the Police $14:000, the Chief sec re tar^ 
$1,000, the Airport $5,000, the Electrical Engineer 
$5,500, and the Barbados Regiment $10,000; on food 
rationing, (as You know we: are now seeing to all 
areas) the estimate is $100,000. 

I should like to say thait this has not been all 
spent; that is the estimated amount which adds up 
to $590,000 which is likely to be spent by the ending 
cf this week and beginning from the time Hurricane 
Relief was started. [A VOICE: Till when?] Where 
t h  food rationing is concerned that may run over 
$100,000; that is as far  as we can calculate. & 1 
have mid before. This is the estimated figure; i t  is 
aifCicult to get the exact figure to date. I think that is 
the answer to the question raised by the honourable 
junior member for Christ Church. 

The Hon. Leader of the Opposition referred to 
the qwestion of the immedilate rehousing of the people 
who are in the schmls and churches; and h made 
the point that it is necessary to find housing for these 
people other than the schools and the churches inas- 
much as their children will want to get back into 
sclzool. I n  preparation for that the Government has 
piad an order for 100 tents which are expected to 
be here, my, a week from now. [A VOICE : What 
.type of tents? And how many cots and blankets? 
They cannot deep on the ground.] The tenta are of 
$he type known as mwquees. We are also expecting 
quite a number of blankets and things of that mrt. 

1 did not remember cots having been mentioned ; 
but the Hon. Minister of Trade now reminds me 
that we are getting some cots. We are, as far  as 
possible, trying to get essential items of equipment 
or the materials necessary for making these home- 
less people as comfortable and happy as can be in 
the present circumstances. 



+ 
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The hon. junior member for Christ Church 
said that when the last member was speaking, 
three of the Ministers left the Chamber. He fur- 
ther said that we have said a t  some time or other 
that everything that is said in here, we report to 
the Executive Committee; and if we are absent 
from this Chamber, how call we report. 

& regards my leaving the Chamber (I can say 
this for myself) I have had to do so on a few 
occasions, and I am sorry that some hon. members 
felt i t  to  be discourtesy my part. However, 
there are times Tvhen \\re have to leave. one. such 
occasion to-day was whell we had amongst us a 
very distinguished visitor in the person of Colonel 
Juliall commonly referred to as the "Black Eagle", 
and I left to take him to his car in the Public 
Building. 

I Tvant to assure the hen. member that I never 
like to  leave while the debate is in progress inas- 
much as I like to be able to reply, and if necessary, 
to reply as forcibly as possible. 

M ~ .  CRAWFORD: Madam Chairman, I think 
that what the country needs a t  this time is not 
merely a mere elementary resume of what has bap- 
pened so far,  but some general picture of the 
hurricane situation or the situation caused by the 
Hurricane, and also some idea of the Government's 
plans to cope with the situation. 

have had a hurricane &,hi&, eventually, will 
cost this country over 10 million dollars; and here 
we are  today thinking merely in terins of ~ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  
which represents the expenditure against our Re- 
serve ~~~d in a national calamity like this. This 
~100,000 merely touches the fringe of the prob- 
lem created by this disaster. 

The Minister of Works and Housing has him- 
self admitted that there are 7,000 houses damaged. 
My own private estimate has been 9,000; but GQV- 
ernment says 7,742 of which 3,700 were complete- 
ly destroyed and 4,000 uninhabitable. On a mod- 
est estimate, those 3,700 houses which have been 
destroyed will cost the countr~. nearly 4 million 
dollars; and that is about $11100 
towards the Cost of reconstructing a new 
and many of these houses cost fa r  more than that. 
4.45 p.m. 

I am of course assuming that the Government 
can neither be expected or is in the position to 
adequately and c O m ~ l e t e l ~  restore those destroyed 
houses. With regard to the uninhabitable houses 
of which there are four thousand, that is going to 
cost us not less than $l* make them 
habitable; therefore as  f a r  as houses damaged, You 
will have to look for  $5 million, and that amount 
does not represent the total loss incurred in this 
connection. 

Well now, apart from the houses destroyed 
which have to be replaced, there is the loss to the 
general economy of the country 'by way of loss in 
trade, loss in business turn over, loss in productiv- 
ity and loss in  man hours. As i t  is now, You have 
the entire staff of the Public Works Department 
and the ~ o u s i n ~  Board engaged in restoring housa, 
which is work that they would not have been 
engaged in during normal times, and which means 
nothing to the economy of the country in the sense 
that we are still paying them weekly wages for 
producing nothing. They are only engaged in 
%-ark of humanitarianism; and important as it is and 
though i t  has to be done, we have to bear in mind 
the economic impact i t  will be on the country. 

In  addition to those factors which I have men- 
tioned, there are others which need not be enumer- 
~ t e d  now; so we can very easily see pressing us the 

staggering total of $10 million which to mind is a 
conservative estimate of what this disaster entails. 

What I am really wondering is what steps 
Government intends to take in this matter. I t  is 
now two weeks aftee the calamity and Government 
should have decided what steps are to be taken. 
We should be told how, if, and when the Govern- 
1nent prOpOSeS to assist the country towards recor- 

We have a mere $4 millioii to cope with the 
situation. 1 might add that the loss inflicted upon 
the country by this disaster will affect our reve- 
nue because the income which comes from this 
Reserve Fund will now be no longer available, 
since we have wiped the principal. 

If we are going to utilise this £100,000, i t  
means that m future we would not be getting any 
income from that Fund. [A VOICE: I t  is still 
invested..] I t  is still invested now, but mre are  
spending against i t ;  and presumably the Govern- 
ment intends to call in this investment. Anyhow, 
that is purely a matter of fillancial detail. What 1 
am concerned about is that the country should 
know a t  the earliest possible stage what is the fin- 
ancial picture it. 

As i t  appears to me, we would necessarily 
have to postpone for a year or two our ~ l a n s  to  
erect a Deep Water Harbour. I cannot see the 

adequately coping with this disaster, and 
at the time on the expense which 
the Water Harbour is going 
think hen. members are in agreement that if we 

'0 restore the country to p'e-hurricane days, 
plans like the Deep lTTater Harbour would have to 
be held in abeyance for a little time. 

Madame Chairman, our Labour Welfare Fund 

~ c ~ O ~ f " : b  n , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , " ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  E:;",,"; 
people who borrowed money from that Fund have 
had their houses destroyed com~letely ; and they 
certainly cannot be expected to pay the debt when 
they have no house. you are going to find that 
the Labour Welfare Fund is going to suffer to the 
tune of $2,000,000 because debtors cannot reason- 
ably be expected to pay debts for houses 
no longer exist. (A VOICE: ~~t the ~~~~~~~~~t 
is going to put back the houses.] That may be so. 

IIo~vever, that brings me to the suggestion 
made some ago by the hone junior member 
for St. AndreW. Even if Government had refused 
to accept his suggestion that they embark on a 
comprehensive housing insurance the least 
that they should have done %"as that houses built 
from the Labour NTelfare ~~~d have been 
covered comprehensively in the Government's own 
interest. I do not even believe that G~~~~~~~~~ 
has fire insurance coverage and that  is something 
fundamentally wrong with the administration. 

In  the ordinary course of events, no legal 
mortgagee is going to invest his money with you 
unless he sees that you are protected from fire 
and natural disasters. The Government should 
have seen to i t  that a t  least the extent of the debt 
they had advanced for loan on the house was cov- 
ered comprehensively by insurance. 

, Because of the lack of vision by Government, 
it is going to mean that for a long time the fund 
that accrues to Labour Welfare from the repayment 
of these loans would have to go by ;  and as a result, 
they would not be able to entertain nmv applica- 
tions. 

We have failed to envisage as adequately as 
we should the true economic picture of the  loss 
represented by this calamity; and I feel that from 
the Government's bench a t  least, i t  is high time 



tLat the country should be alerted to all that we have 
soffered and all we would have to suffer, and that 
we be given some idea as to what w'ill be done in 
order to cope with the situation. 

The Hon. Minister of Housing referred inci- 
dentally to the inefficiency of the Parochial Relief 
Organisations and he mentioned. specifically that 
of St. George. He might have added that perhaps 
with the exception of St. Michael the entire Paro- 
chiel Relief Organisations failed to function; and 
it is mainly because the organisations are largely 
comprised of people who are for the greater part 
indifferent to the needs of the ordinary classes in 
the community. 

With regard to the food distribution there is 
only one word that can describe i t ;  i t  was chaotic. 
It  is a fact that in Christ Church up to the Sunday 
after the Hurricane there were thousands of home- 
less people who had not had a single meal from the 
day of the storm; and similarly in St. Philip where 
you had the Parochial Relief Organisation, up to 
the Saturday not even one of the centres had re- 
ceived any food from Headquarters. The people 
were literally starving for  three days. 

Unless the Government gets behind these 
organisations now, God only knows when the 
houses will be erected, because they are merely 
tinkling with the problem of housing. Were i t  not 
that  the Housing Board and the Public Works De- 
partment were really getting down to the business 
of putting these houses up, this time next year 
there would 'be still very many homes on the ground. 
4.55 n.m 

A .  

Incidentally, on the question of tents which they 
have ordered, I would say that normally tents are 
very useful things, and they are the first things you 
would think of in the case of an emergency; but I 
want the Government to remember that this island 
is the island of Barbados, and the Government should 
think of what they 'are doing. How can they expect 
people to live in tents in the height of the rainy 
season in  Barbados? Where are thcy going to put 
these tents and expect people to live in them? I n  
the sky? Certainly not on the ehrth. There are 
certain buildings like schools and those other build- 
ings and boiling house on the prem~ses of factories 
and plantations which will have for some time to 
remain as shelters for the homeless. 

After the rainy season you can use tents, but 
i t  is fool-hardy to waste money on tents at the present 
time because they cannot be used from now until 
the end of the year. There are certain buildings 
which are not being used and which could be used 
and schools will have for some timc to be co-educa- 
tional; where there are two schools, one for boys and 
the other for girls, you should utilise one as a shelter 
and the other for the normal practice of a school 
for both boys and girls. More churches could be 
used, and buildings of any sort in the rural areas 
which can be acquired and made temporarily con. 
venient for shelter, should be immediately requisi- 
tioned. 

The Minister of Housing made the most surpris 
ing statement of all from the Government's Bench 
today; he said that the Public Works Department 
in actively engaged in  this matter and they ar t  
using as many workmen as they can get. I am really 
wondering if he was dozing then or if he seriously 
believed what he was saying. 

That is definitely not correct. At  the Pine aud 
the Public Works Department this morning you could 
hardly breathe in  the yard;  there were thousands 
of men from every parish of the island begging for 
work. 

Last Friday morning and on Saturday morii- 
ing i t  was the same thing; and all the men can be 
put to work. The houses are down and I assume that 
the Government wants them to be put back up with 
minimum delay; and we are certainly getting mate- 
rial coming in, but there is som~e inefficiency In the 
~dministration of rehousing. The lorries of which 
the Minister is talking have very little material in 
in them; you cannot put  back up  a house which has 
fallen down with glue; there are many people who 
would be glad to put back up their houses if they 
could get the material for so doing. 

The Government did wrong in  restricting the 
purchasing of material t o  the extent i t  did for the 
first few days after the Hurricane. People are 
~nx ious  to help themselves. I am suggesting to the 
Minister of Housing that he find himself at  the Pine 
in order to see the position for  himself. [Hon. M. E. 
COX: I was there up  to this morning.] Well i.f 
you were there you would have seen people begging 
'for work. 

I am suggesting that there is no point in spend- 
ing money over a period of six weeks when you can 
do i t  in two weeks. The longer the people remain 
homeless the more it will cost the Government to feed 
them in these shelters; theresore I say employ the 
people who are without work; put  every man in the 
island to work; every carpenter, mason or labourer 
should be put to work on housing. Let us get ali 
the building material we can from wherever we can 
get i t  and put u p  these houses, and let the people 
return t o  their homes. 

The Government may as well immediately sat- 
isfy itself that i t  is a Gmte of time, money and 
material to depend on the Parochial Organisations 
to assist in  this matter of rehousing, because the 
same inefficiency which has been displayed with re- 
gard to the distribution of food to the hungry 
people will be displayed as regard assisting thc 

i n  again having shelters placed over their 
heads. 

I beg to move that Your Honour do now report 
progress and ask for  leave to sit again. 

Mr. TUDO'R: I beg to second that. 
Th,e motioa having been carried, the C h a i r m m  

Left the Chair. Mr. Depwty 8peaker resumed and 
reported aacrordingly. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, I beg to move that this House do now 
adjourn for half an hour. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to second that. 
The  questiorz, that th is  House do nlow adjourn 

for half a.n h,our was put and resolved Gn t h s  afirma- 
izve without divim'oai and Mr. Deputy  Speaker 
adjourned the Rouss  accwdingly. 
5.09 p.m. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY RESUMED 
Hurricane Relief-Cont'd. 

On  rle-msenzbling 
Mr.  SPEAKER: On the adjournment the House 

was in Committee of Supply. 
Mr. IrpeaJeer lef t  the  Ch&, amd the  House: 

resumfed Committee of Supp ly ,  M r .  X2CITTH heing 
zm the Chair. 

Nr.  CHAIRMAN: 0% the adjournment the hon. 
junior member for St. Philip was speaking. 

Mr. CRAWTFOR,D: I was saying that finally, 
the biggest question facing the country now is this 
question of housing and rehabilitation; and I am 
suggesting that we should employ, as from this week 
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or early next week, a t  least, 2;600 men. We should 
utilise every piece of building material we can get, 
prepare an estimate for it, t ry and get i t  here as  
quickly as possible and get these houses badi up. 

Any day you can see men (masons and car- 
penters) riding around looking for work; that should 
not be. We have enough building material  hicl^ cl^ 
TIC can use and we can get as much as lve want. We 
have people in shelters in the country disrupting 
the very life of the country; disrul)tilig our s0ci~a1 
and educational services; and we are spending 
money which co~lld 'better be employed to provide 
for other things. 

When these people get back home you have not 
got to feed them so long as they can find work to 
do. Cease depending upon the Parochial Organisa- 
tions for everything; get to your H o u s i n ~  Board 
at once and look after matters in this task of re- 
construction. 

IncidentalIy, one could not help observing that 
all of the new buildings constructeci by P.W.D. 
have withstood the storm. I have not seen a new 
cchool or new police post or any of the new Gov- 
ernment buildings which have not survived the storm 
completely in  tact. 

Even in Christ Church. ~vhere damage was so 
extensive, nothing has happened to t h ~  new police 
station or the new sub-post office, which shows that 
the Public Works Department is conformillg to the 
best building standards existing in the ronntry today. 
It may well be that for the future. since these 
disasters cost the country money, that we should 
have some sort of inspection bp our Public Works 
of all houses being erected in the country. 

The question of insurance has already been 
~tressed, and the need, a t  least, for insurance on 
liouses in which the Government has some financial 
Literest. Further, we might see that the Labour 
Welfare houses should conform, to some recognised 
knilding standards. Many houses lost their roofs, 
not because of the severity of the storm, but because 
c,f the inadequacy of construction; viz. roofs not 
properly put on and things like that. The necessity 
for some sort of regulations with regard to construc- 
tion of new' houses appears to exist, a t  least in 
r y  mind. 

We understand that this new ration scheme 
:.,hieh has to be maintained so long as people are 
homeless, will cost around $50,000 a week. If that is 
the case, i t  is the obligaticn of the Governlllent to 
decrease this amount, and v'ith all possible speed, 
get the people back into their own houses [Hon. M. 
E. COX: That is what they are doing.] The Hon. 
ltinister says that that is what they are doing; 
but I say they are not doillg i t  fast enough. They 
should be doing it in two months if the Govern- 
nlent tackles the question boldly and in  consistency 
.\\*ith the present demands. The only excuse they 
~l iould have for being idle a t  this time is a lack of 
building material; bat so long as there is building 
inaterial every man should be working. 

Whatever our commitinents are, whatever we 
propose under the new Loan Act, the Deep Water 
Earbour- and the Developn~ent Board, all those 
things should stand second in priority t o  rehousing 
the homeless people. And the Government must have 
further in its mind that none of its plaiis can 3e 
of such immediate importance as  that of getting 
people back in their homes. 

Mr. AhLDER : Mr. Chairman, everybody will 
agree that the present handling of this situation has 
fallen down considerably. I t  has shown the incom- 
petence of those who are in  responsible positions 

t u  rise to an  occasion such as this, of being unable 
to administer affairs in such a manner as to be able 
to avoid undue suff'ering to the people, to maintain 
a personal surveillance over what is going on in  the -* 
respective parishes, and also the necessity of com- 
mittees to be established for the purpose of seeing 
that the best relationship betneeii themselves, the 
planters, and the people 'be eiigenderecl. 

JZr. Chairman, I cannot fully describe the 
chaotic workings of the Hurricane Relief Committee 
in  St. John. In  the first place, I mill continue to 
'repeat that the wrong type of persons are asked 

C 
to sit on these committees. We had a sinliliar ex- 
perience after the Flood of 1950. 

As regards the working of the St. John's Com- 
mittee, there Tvas utter confusion. I think that up to 
?IOW $1,100 is due to a certain lumber yard in I 
Eridgetown, and neither the Parochial Authorities 
nor the Government would pay it. I t  appears that 
the existing Vestrymen of the parish who know the -;lt 
~rorkings of the parish 'better than many of the 
existing members of the Hurricane Relief Committee 
have refused to sit on such a Committee this time, 
and they have taken, not the best type of planter 
:$nd put on that committee, but  I would say the 
v orse type. 

On that Committee you have the type of planter 
who, from day to day, carries out a vendetta against 
'lie people for some reason or other. Some of them 
hhve never been in an administrstive position beside 
that of driving a couple of people around the yard. 
That kind of person who has never been in  public 
service to learn, cannot be relied upon to get the 
co-operations of the people in the parishes in which 
we expect to administer relief. 

When I relate to you, Nr. Chairman, what I know 
has gone 011 in the parish on Thursday and from 
1l.30 a.m. on the day when the Hurricane took 
&lace, you mill be surprised; and you would still 
be able to see even a sem'blance of i t  in the parish, 
if you n4ent there this evening. 
3.55 p.111. 

If the Government reallp- wants people to get & 
assistance at a time like this, the only thing to do 
is to permit the co-option of members of this House 
who are representatives of those parishes to sit on 
those Parochial Relief Con~mittees: the representa- 
tives being obligated to the people and being their 
servants, they would have to see that members of 
the Committee withhold their spite and do the work 
n hich is needed. 

Although I have made that suggestion on 
numerous occasions, the Government continues to 
engage in petty spite and political prejudice against 
hon. members of this Chamber, even although they 
know that regardless of what Committees you set 
up in the parishes the representatives of the people 
lire held responsible for vmhat any of these Commit- 
tees do. That is why I say that the machinery has 
vjoefully fallen doxvn. 

Up to today the people still feel vexed over 
the map in which this particular Government has 
permitted the handling of this ~ e l i e f .  They are say- 

t 

ing that up to now the assistance takes too long. C 
The kind of members which should be on these Com- 
mittees are those m110 are courageous and loyal to 
the people, and not those who are going to wait 
iintil two days after the disaster took glace to do 
something. The kind of people who should be selected 
on those Committees are those who live with the 
p e o p l ~  in the villages and those who would come out, 
cven as they did, on the dav of the Hurricane. Some 
people who were on those Committees mere so scared 

Y 
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that they had to collect their wits even to save 
themselves and their family. 

The kind of Committee you should select should 
cullsist of those people who went around and made 
suggestions on the day of the Hurricane as to what 
the people should do to save their houses from being 
b lo~rn  down; and who, when many roofs appefared 
to be blowing off, suggested to the people what they 
~11ould do to brace them down and who after the 
Hurricane was over, where houses were removed 
froin the groundsills, collected able-bodied men in  
the area alld brought them to the aid of the sufferers 
to save them from tum'bling down the hill. I t  was 
llours after the disaster that you saw a couple 
of planters just driving around lvith note paper 
and a bit of lead pencil asking you if your house 
was blown down. 

Mr. Chairman, the worst things were the nigiit 
shelters. I visited the S t .  John School on the nigh'; 
of the Hurric=le about 9 o'clock, aiid there were 
about 400 me11 and children occupying that school. 
I found the Headmaster, Mr. Thorne, trying his 
best to assist alld organise the people that were there, 
but he scarcely had any assistance by way of fooi! 
or anything of that sort. 

If the Hon. Minister of Social Services cares, 
he can go to the St. John's Vestry room and he will 
see a lanterll which is used by the Highways and 
Transport to indicate that there was a hole in  the 
road. The light from that lantern was the 0111~' 

lneans of light to the many hundreds of people who 
Rere sheltering in  the school nearby. I asked t h ~  
Rector about i t  and he told me that his hands were 
tied. 

I was up  there when a mother took ill and had 
to be taken to the General Hospital with a 
1,lonths-old child. There are other women wit!) 
children there. What is more, the Hall. Minister 
has said that the money spent on rations exceeded 
$2200,000- I am wondenng where the rations 7 

Church, affable and influential as  he is, and ako 
strategically placed there is the Hon. Minister of 
Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries who is the senior 
member for Christ Church, between them they arc 
able to pull strings and direct everything they want 
tor their parish, while the Hon. Minister of Social 
Services expects other honourable members to come 
with their caps in their hands to get relief for  tne 
parishes they represent. 

I am told that four of the Ministers were elected 
to take care of different parts of the island since the 
calamity. Honourable members have to vote slxms to 
carry out these works of relief and not a statement 
has been made to this Chamber to inform the rep- 
resentatives of the people of those particular parishes 
which are under the care of a particular Ministet 
or that such and such a Minister is responsible foz 
such and such an  area; therefore, if you have a ~ y  
difficulty you will know the particular Minister whom 
.You should approach. That  information has onls 
been divulged to a couple of selected members of 
this Chamber who probably kow-tow to the mrhimb 
tlnd fancies of the Government. 
6.05 p.m. 

A vrhisper went on: this Minister is responsy~le 
for one area aiid that Minister is responsible fad 
mother area; but there came no responsible state- 
ment which we would expect from a wide-awake 
Government. Everything went wrong and the people 
were left t o  suffer. 

I would say that if you had proper members 
of the Hurricane Relief Committee for St. John, even 
although the disaster is considerable, in my opinion 
those houses which were blown down could have 
been replaced nz two weeks' time. Today the number 
3f schools which have been occupied by these people 
could have been reduced if the Minister were to  get 
up and see that the members of the Hurricane 
&lie£ Committee up  there do their worki 

These people lvent around as if i t  was a special 1 am wondering if the roads leading to St. John were 
dlocked so that none of the lorries could get there. 
1 am not over-emphasising this statement when I say 
that I scarcely think that $800 was spellt in St. John 
a& regards relief by way of rations. Wherever 1 
kyent about that parish the people cried out: "We 
are hungry; we are unable to go back home; we 
have no means to cook." 

The Chairmall of the ~~~~i~~~~ ~ ~ l i ~ f  corn- 
Inittee of St. John, Mr. Farmer, turned up at  a big 
centre which contained 400 people ~v i th  six tins of 
corned beef, four tins of condensed milk and so~nr 
cocoa. That is the geiitleman who is armed with the 
authority in a disaster to go into any merchant's 
store or shop and take whatever supplies he wanted 
to relieve the suffering and misery. 

But did he do tha t?  He is the man whom they 
selected as Chairman of the Hurricane Relief Coin 
mittee. He felt that six tins of corned beef were 
sufficient to appease the hunger of' 300 or 4001 people. 
He is the man whom a Government with soc~alistic 
ideas thought was the type of person suitable to be 
Chairman of the Hurricane Relief Committee for St. 
John; a man who lacks initiative and sympathy. 

Let the Hon. Minister of Social Services go to 
that school and look at  the Headmaster's book and 
he will see what that Headmaster received to accom- 
modate the people u p  there. Still the Hon. Minister 
is saying that $200,000 was spent. 

I may also sa,v that the newspapers particnlarly 
are to be blamed for this, inasmuch as whenever one 
reads them they give one the impression that Christ 
Church and St. Michael comprise Badados;  and it 
zs because the honourable junior member for Christ 

I favour of theirs and dished out halg pint of riceb 
so on to the people. They caused the people to 

ire1 that i t  was the plantations who were assisting 
them and not the Government; they were not given 
the impression that the Governmellt was giving them 
anything. Even as regards the little repairs which 
are being carried out, you have a member of the 
Committee who is resonsible for one area, and he 
send" out a the 
tcilantry. 

EIe sends out a bit of board unrabbeted to be 
P U ~  on Peo~le 's  houses just a s  if he were putting 
it On his cow pen; and when you reprimand him, 
J'ou are abused 'by people who are called upon to 
look after the situation in  the parish. Tbe only 
people who did commendable work in  the parish are 
the Mirfield F'athers of Codrington College; they 
blept on benches with the people in  Society Chapel 
and a t  Codrington College. 

I am told that the Minister strutted up when 
three parts of the people had gone out from their 
homes and he does not know the real conditions. 
No instructions mere given t o  have the, benches 
removed from a school so that  the people there could 
be made comfortable. You will find an  old woman 
perched on a desk up  to tonight. The Ministers can 
prove if I am telling lies. No instructions have been 
12iven to remove the benches from the schools so that 
the people call be accommodated. 

Certainly some of the people I saw up there 
are deserving of being given cheap mattresses; and 
a lot of money which is '&ing squandered from day 
io day could be sent in purchasing a couple of cheap 
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mattresses for the accoinmodation of these people. 
'That could not kill the Government. 

What is more, you have the Government despis- 
ing the representatives of the people in  this island; 
you have the planters who dominate the Hurricane 
ltelief Committee despising the people, you have 
everything a t  a standstill and everybody is abusing 
everybody else. You have the Social Welfare De- 
pr tment ,  the Minister of Sociab Services and what- 
:lot, and the Middle class people in  the various 
parishes feel hurt because they have not 'been asked 
to assist in their respective districts. I am sure that 
they are the people who would be more willing to 
zssist in this matter than any planter. 

Do you think that a planter would come out 
of his bed and go down in  the villages to assist 
people? All this is because of the short-sightedness 
of people who attach themselves to the body politic 
like t i c k  [hughter] and would not do what men 
in responsible positions shbuld do. 

A disaster like this should not be used for 
playing of politics, if a politician is worth his salt 
he does not bvle to wai t  for an  opportunity likw 
this to make himself popular; nor does he have to. 
depend on any special favour of Ministers to make 
him popular. The exclusion of such people can be 
taken by Ministers as a great favour, but I do not 
agree with that. 

Things have not been done as they should have 
been done, because there is the opinion that if I 
co-operate with 'X', he is not in my Par ty ;  and 
if I pass on information to him that information 
will assist him in becoming Prime Minister next 
meek. 

The only thing which can help to relieve the 
~i tuat ion in the parish would be the presence of 
persons who have to depend upon people in the 
respective parishes for their support a t  election 
time. When we discussed that Resolution for $2001,MO 
the suggestion was put  up  to members of the Gov- 
ernment's Bench, but nothing has been done i n  
that respect. 

What is more, a man who has had his house 
damaged told me on Sunday night that mem'bers of 
the Hurricane Relief Committee are telling people 
that the Government has instructed them that no 
more than $25 is to be spent on each house. That 
is wrong. I do not know if that statement is authentic, 
L would like the Ministers to say whether that is 
so or not. Members of the Hurricane Relief Com- 
mittee have said that they are not permitted to spend 
more than $25 on each individual house. 
6.1'5 p.m. 

What is more, I can substantiate the statc-menu 
made by previous speakers as to the large number of 
unemployed who roam the Country in  search o t  
work. What is the idea, of having so many carpen 
ters and masons walking up and down who want to 
get a job? You have a most important job to do, 
and I mn told that you have adequate supplies ~f 
building materials with which to do i t ;  and if you 
are  going to give aid you should give i t  and, give it 
quickly. The longer you wait the more costly tt might 
he; because if a house is down and i t  is taken up im- 
mediately you are likely to save some materials which 
you cannot save if you allow the house to remain 
scattered on the ground for  many days. 

As regards medical supplies, I have not seer, 
any of them a t  any of the centres in St. John. 

A t  some centres where men and women (old 
2nd young) and children are sheltered, able bodied 
.roungsters roam in and out all through the night 
qnd render great inconvenience to those who havc 

to remain there. There are many sanitary inspez- 
tors, school teachers and other voluntary workers, 
and one of them could have been placed in  charge a t  
each shelter. Nothing of that sort was done. Every 
1.esponsible person disappears as soon as evening 
comes, and the shelter is left open and whosoever 
will can enter. I have been present at one as late 
as 11 p.m. when I saw a man going in  and keeping 
roise while others were getting up  on the desks and 
cursing each other without control. The people 
t5emselves cannot control these things; but if you 
should put a sanitary inspector in charge through- 
out the night, ,or a couple of them so a s  to be able 
tc relieve each other, I am sure that  they would 
have been able to control the behaviour at such cen- 
tres, a t  least to some extent. 

Another point is this: I am told that a t  some 
of these schools the people are not even permitted 
to use the sanitary conveniences a s  freely as is 
needed; that  is wrong. You cannot house people 
there all night for days without making provisiou 
for sanitary convenience. 

I should like further to make this statement, 
Mr. Chairman: there are many of these people who 
6,) not want to wait until the Rehabilitation Com- 
mittee comes around to put  back up  their houses 
Rome of them are willing to meet the expense and 
get their houses in  a more habitable condition. Some 
of them have had loans from the Labour Welfare 
Department. Some of them have nearly paid off 
their loans; 'but what has happened now is, that when 
they applied [A VOICE : Did i t  happen to-day ?l 
for an extension of loans to put back their houses 
thereby saving the Relief Committee the trouble, th.. 
Manager told them that the Government has stopped 
the Department from making any loans during this 
period. I should like the Minister of Works and 
Housing to refute that; that is short-sightedness, 
Mr. Chairman. 

Every cent which passes out from that Depart- 
ment means that at some time it has to be brought 
back to that Department; therefore, the Gover~ment 
loses nothing. If you really want the people to get 
Lack their houses, why are you stopping the distri. 
bution of loans a t  the Labour Welfare Department! 
That is the time that you should boost such loans. 

As I said before, those are the regulations il: 
force at  present; but the Hon. Minister should send 
rrp to that Department tomorrow and tell the Man- 
ager that so long as the necessary security is pro- 
vided, the people shourd be given the money they 
want from the Department to rehabilitate their houses 

Another thing which is wrong with the Depart- 
ment is that in a colony like this with such rampant 
unemployment, a few thrifty persons have started ta 
employ labour in the building of homes which they 
sold to people who have applied to this Department 
for assistance in acquiring houses. I do not see the 

' reason for stopping those people from selling sucn 
houses to those neighbours who wanted them. The 
fact is that you have a staff a t  that Department and 
you have inspectors who go into the evaluation of 
silch houses before loans are given for the purchasa? 
of them. 

Since such are the existing regulations 3t that 
Department, I cannot see why the Minister of Work9 
and Housing should recommend that such transac- 
tions as  I have just mentioned must cease; i t  is cer- 
tainly a policy to expedite the rehousing of those 
homeless thousands now living in this island. [Hon. 
Ivf. E. COX: That is your opinion; you would not 
know anything about it.] I know as much as the Hon. 
Ninister. The only thing I do not kno-1 is what is 
the reason for stopping the transactions. 
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Thousands of people (speaking by analogy) want 
~nkwells. You have a department which regulates 
:he value of inkwells; people wanting inkwells ha,va 
to  come to you to borrow money to buy inkwells. If 
an inkwell is worth a pound, all you have to do is to 
pass on the money; but when you have to go ,out of 
your way to stop the trading in inkwells, what are 
you doing but terrorising the persons who, because! 
of their positions, have to come up before ou? 
6.25 p.m. 

You have stopped a few people from building 
their houses, +md you say it is because of the lack or" 
Inspection and valuation. I opine that if Messrs 
Plantation Limited, or Messrs. N. B. Howell and CO. 
Ltd., were building such houses you would not have 
stopped them because they have representatio~ in 
the councils of Government. By the way, let iae saji 
1 have no direct interest in the selling of such houses, 
but complaints have come to me both from the peo- 
ple who wanted to sell such houses and those w h ~ ,  
trade in  them; and the Hon. Minister knows that 
many such people went to him, but he would no?; 
budge. We were led to believe that they were bad 
deals and that those people went with the object cf 
swindling the other fellow. 

I am saying that none of those people has done 
it, but if Government has apprehensions of such ques- 
tionable deaas, they have safeguards for it. If three 
women come to me to sell me goods I am free to say 
from whom I should buy them. If a seller's pric.c 
is too high, you can tell him: "No, I am not going 
to buy from you because your price is too high." Do 
ro t  turn down wholesale trading in the business you 
want. That is lack of business acumen. You should 
llot do such a thing because you have the power. 

Now, the honourable junior member for Chr:st 
Church spoke about clothing being given to home- 
less people. It is the first time that I have heard 
that clothing was being distributed by Government 
servants to those people. There are hundreds ot 
people in the parish which I represent whose clothing 
has entirely disappeared in the Hurricane. 

Another point which I would like to draw to th,? 
attention of the Government is with respect to the 
number of people who occupy the various centres in 
the parish which I remesent. I feel that you need 
a change of policy. If you change your policy, many 
of the schools which house people can be released bo 

that the school children can re-enter them. YQU will 
only have to go and arrange for the removal of them 
to one or two centres. If you put  the people a t  one 
o r  two large centres that would relieve quit6 a Pew 
of the schools so that the children would be able to 
continue their education at  once. 

It is a fact that a t  some centres you only havc: 
six families. At  another nine, and another five; and 
if those families were grouped in one central area 
with proper accommodation, I am sure that three- 
fourths of the schools in the parish of St. John could 
be put back into use at once. There is no prop *r 
committee functioning up  there. Members of the 
Committee u p  there are not so mindful as  to make 
that suggestion. 

Mr. Chairman, another thing which I noticed is 
that the public and the Newspapers are playing up  
quite a lot that people are getting something free. 
Everybody knows that during a period like this you 
will get a few irresponsible persons trying to queue 
np to get something free; but  that does not mean to 
*bay that at  the time when they queue up  that they 
fire not in need of what is given to those whose houses 
are blown down. Some members of the Committee 

are taking this as a means of refusing to give those 
who axe truly in need of that relief. 

I will glve you a case in  point. A t  the Vestry 
room in St. John there was a woman whose house 
situated in Gall Hill was damaged. She reported that 
a Book-keeper brought a couple of boards and nailed 
on to the house without even having them planed. 
and they were not even grooved and tongued. As a 
~esu l t ,  the rain continued to come in  the house. No 
a t t e m ~ t  was made to i m ~ r o v e  the conditions of the 
f.c,or and as a result that woman still had to  seek 
shelter a t  the Vestry room. I have good reason t~ feel 
that if that woman's house was habitable, even to a 
lesser degree than it was formerly, she would have 
 referred the privacy of her home than to be exposed 
in the  vest^ room. The members of the Hurricane 
Rdief Committee told her that if she does not live 
in the house she would not get anything more done 
to i t  nor would she get any more ration coupons. 

It appears to me that the Government seems only 
-tct be taking the word of the Chairman of the Hur- 
ilcane Relief Committee of that parish, who is a man 
1 feel should not be in that position. Although the 
representatives of the people of that parish go around 
and see things for themselves, yet their recommenda- 
tions carry no weight as far  as that Chairman is con- 
cerned; and I presume that of the Government too. 

I should like the Minister of Social Services to 
see into the case of the poor lighting a t  that centre 
which I have mentioned. He should a t  least tele- 
phone the Chairman of the Hurricane Relief Com- 
mittee about the matter and see to i t  that he gets a 
1)roper lantern for the centre. I may say that a couple 
of yards away from that Vestry Room is the Reotory 
~ h i c h  is properly lighted, and so much so, that the 
reflection of the light which is in the yard is greater 
than the reflection of the light in  that Vestry Room 
coming from the lantern which is outside in th,e 
1 oad. 

One must further criticise the absence of the 
expression or change of policy on this matter, because 
as fa r  as  I can gather, every hon. member in this 
Chamber is ignorant as  regkrds the workings of these 
Hurricane Relief Committees, and also as regards the 
Government's policy in the further handling of mat- 
ters brought about by this disaster. 
6.35 p.m. 

What is more, we boast of the numerous gifts 
which I am told, our overseas friends are about to 
send to us. It seems to me as if the Government is 
depending too much on such gifts and does not want. 
.to spend the adequate amount of money which is 
needed to be spent from Government's funds. 

I must compliment the honourable junior mem 
ber for Christ Church because I am told that $40,000 
worth of food stuffs was spent in his parish. I am 
sure that that must cause great disagreement with 
the Government by people of the other parishes. 
[Mr. GODDAED : The p r i s h  of Christ Church was 
hard hit.] I know that that parish has been more hard 
hit than some other parishes; but in  my opinion i t  
only differs in  degree since the suffering is the same. 
A suffering family in St. John is the same as a suf- 
fering family in  Christ Church or elsewhere. 

I do not see the necessity for sending everything 
to Christ Church; not that I grudge that par is!^, but 
I do believe that happiness would have been restored 
to the people if some of the influential persons who 
bad to do with the distribqtion of articles of food had 
done it in  an  impartial manner. You havc what 
some members would call "touts" getting around and . 

causing the breaking down of the distribution system 
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and the really needy are still needy. That is the 
position. 

As regards the other parishes, the people are just 
left to the mercies of the planters who, from day to 
day for the past three hundred years, carried out a 
wndetta against such villages around the plant:* 
tions. 1 am hoping that after having heard state- 
mellts as: to the real happenillgs in the respc.ciive 
parishes the Hon. Ministers would see that frcln to- 
morrow activities are accelerated for the rellef 01 
these people. 

I must in conclusion state that when one \vent 
around the various areas and read the various bulle- 
tins in the i~ewspapers, qne was forced to come to 
the conclosion that the Acting Head of the Adminis- 
tratioii had more power to act in this disaster than 
the Ministers who really have the authority and 
power. It is a disgrace to see a situation such that. 

If the Ministers were more vigilant, not ln 

the parishes but in realisillg 
their great responsibility to the island, I am sure thsr 
they have around and not untr' 
some member feels that he is asked to go with some- 
body so as to give him a boost. The Ministers should 
have gone around on their own and seen to i: that 
the District Committees carried out their work. I 
am hoping to see the effects of a change of heart by 
the Governmeat and others who are responsible fol 
the alleviation of the present condition of the peoplr. 

V1'UGHAN : The hollourable melnber" 
speech has been a pretty long one, and i t  has been an 
jmpassioiied one; I am in sympathy with him. I call 
endorse everything he has said about the St. John 
I-Iurricaiie Relief Committee. Of bodies of 
sptonsible citizens who have ever offered voluntary 
service e1nergencY7 this One has proved be 
zn utter disgrace. 

The parish of St. 'S One of the last 
strongholds of this island; the social ccnscicnce of 
the majority of managers, thbre are some exceptions, 
is non-existent. Their attention is limited to tilt. 
boundarica of their fields; their human sympathy is 
confined to those of their own class, and their anti- 
path\- to~lards  the politician is almost pathological. 
They resented the idea that representatives of the 
parish should have to do with the distribu- ' 
tion of supplies; the result was that the people of St. 
Johll who suffered by the storln experienced a lot of 
unnecessary hunger for several days. 

On the lnorlling after the storm I visited the 
parish of St. John because i t  was told to me t h ; ~ ~  
the Hcadl~laster of the Lodge School had told the 
peop,le there that they were to get out by six o'cloclr 
in  the morning. I reprimanded him about that ba- 
cause I thought it very inhuman; and the study of 
humanities shonld have made him more civilised. 01 
the Hurricalle Relief Committee of St. John it is not 
too much to say that they actually ~velcomed t h ~  
dbsaster so as to make those to whom they mere a i -  
ways opposed suffer a little more. The Party which 
is now ill power have preached and accoinplishcd th 
2olitical annihilation of that class; yet i t  is on ther; 
and their influential brethren at  the Apicultural De- 
Fartmellt of ~5.hom i t  was unfortunate enough thai 
the Goverlln~ent had to depend in these circanl- 
stances for illformation and for the practical relief 
of the sufferers. 
6.45 p m .  

A Hurricane is not an  everyday occurreace; ~t 
was all elltirelY new experience and the Government 
had, in some instances, to depend upon some new 
agencies. The first action was to send generous s u p  
plies out to the country. St. John got food the Fri- 
day  evening after the storm, and on Saturday eve- A 
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ning the people respolisible for the district gale out 
a few biscuits and a little corned beef. That is what 
1 cliscovered and I took it upon myself to hegin my 
own distribution. That caused an offence. 

6" 
On the Monday after the storm there were no "S, 

supplies left to send to the Centres; and except for 
what I carried to St. John's School, one of the big- 
gest Centres where the most people congregated, (and 
the schoolmaster will endorse what I am saying), ex 
cept for what I carried they would have suffered 
more materially than they did. 

What the honourable member said is true : they 
carried six tills of corned beef to serve one hundred 
people. 

The depends to a great extent 
omcials aria these Hurricane Relief Committees, 
i,oth the and Hurricane Relief FommiL- 

Ir 

g,, have let them down I am erposinp 
that to-day because the question is of major impor- 
(allee; and 1 want to use my position as a represen- 

4 
tvtive of the people to exercise more to 
lieve the suffering that is still evident. I want thr 
Hon. Minister of Social Services to know that there , pople entitled to the ration ;ards whose 
have not been sent in. 

There are some people in the country who are at  
present renting small homes since theirs have bee,l 
destroyed. f3ince the Hurricane some have slept in 
~chools and others at  friends. 

I took i t  upon myself to go about and diseovcr 
who were left out from the Ration Card system, be- 
cause I knew that i t  would happen. I discovered 
that left out and this was one of th3 
reasons: if you did not own the home from which y~ .u  
were blown out you were not homeless. That wss 
the belief of this fossilised group of and Hur 
yicane Relief authorities; that was the surprising ex- 
cuse given to  me for not supplying people Tvith 
ration card. ' 

I want to k n ~ w ~ f r o m  the Ministers concerned lf 
they are going to take the word of a representative 
3f the people in  bringing certain names to the Gov- 
ernment ~ff ieers  or to certain responsible 0ffiCe1-s at 
the office at  2%. Johll, in order that they may be able 
to see' who are entitled to ration cards and who have 
not got. The ration cards were distributed to thc 
Chairman of the Committees from F'riday. Some 0: 
them were distributed on Saturday forelzoon; and. 
Gne gentleman who was responsible for distributiol> 
at Mount Pleasant said that he was not going to 
distribute his until Monday; he was absent from the 
station, which was a necessary source of supply, 
since the Monday before. 

I got in touch with the Department of Agricu; 
ture on Ifonday before and told them the situation 
of the lac11 of supplies a t  the station. What was th-. 
reply? "WpI1, we have not yet had any order for 
the s u ~ ~ l i e s . "  I the11 said: "From whom must you 
get all order? " And they replied : "The Chairman of 
the Hurricane Relief Committee ; but he has not sent 
in the order." I then said: "I did not know that 
You had to get an order from him; but I am tellinc 
YoLl of xvhat I kllo~.~.." 

I was then asliecl for about how lllany people i,ILep 
snpplies were wanted, and I gave them an estimat: 
of about 2,000. I was told : "All right ; " but I wa,? 
not satisfied with that, and I went i n  search of the 
Chairman of the Hurricane Relief Committee. He 
was not in when I first called and I left word with 
his wife to tell hini of the situation. I expected then 
that by Monday evening he would be there. I went 
10 the parish and found that not one can of food wa!: 
delivered. 
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Tuesday passed. I tried to explain to the 1!hn- 
ister of Agriculture and found that he too had. been 
perplexed by the whole affair; i t  had been told to hiiu 
that the St. John Hurricane Relief Committee is 
working admirably. I was not satisfied. I coulrt 
not believe that they were not receiving food. T h e n  

came down Thursday morning I phoned thl: Ue 
partment of Agriculture. I asked them how manv 
times supplies had heen sent u p  and whether they 
had got any order yet. The officer replied "no7', 
"I am afraid, no", said this officer, "becaus.? the 
Chairman of the Hurricane Relief Committte ha\ 
sent in  no order ". 

I want to tell these officials and the Chairmar, 
of these Committees that when a politician is electe.1 
to the General Assembly he becomes a person of great- 
e r  status; he is then a representative of the people, 
2nd his opinions and report must be given some cre- 
c?cnce and some respect. Let all the officials who are 
sent to us know that thisr is the age of the politician 
n l ~ d  that they cannot stop it. Russia the biggest 
naticn in the norld should have taught them that. 

I have been appalled by what I experienced dur- 
ing this crisis and a t  the absolute indifferellcc of 
cfficials and their fossilized brethren in the country 
districts. I have discovered a great many irrrgu. 
!arities on that Thursday and was not satisfied with 
them. 

Up to this time they had not sent up  anything. 
1 therefore, went to Mr. Wiles and told him of thc 
situation. He told me: "I am going with you t c q  
the Department and see about it." 
6.55 p.m. P 

I took i t  for granted that things mere done am2 
that Mr Wiles had gone to the Department to r?p  
Mesent the caise. I had put  the ease to him as ! 
could not find the Minister. Owing to the distress in 
his own parish, I could not find the Ninister. [A 
VOICE : That is not true.] I will put i t  anothcr 
way: he must have been too busy with the distress 
in his own parish that whenever I want to his o f i : ~  
I could not find him there. Christ Church ha? heen 
reported as the worst parish to suffer from the H u i  
ricane. 

An hour or two after that I decided I would go 
to the Department of Agriculture to discoker il 
things ha,d gone up  to St. John. I went there and 
interrupted some meeting which was being held and 
the Director and the Deputy Director came to me. I 
asked them if Mr. Wiles had been to them and if any 
order was made out for St. John. I was told no order 
had come in from the Chairnian of Committees. I 
even tried to contact His Excellency the Acting Gov- 
ernor, but I could not get in touch with him. I went 
t o  the office of the Director of Agriculture then and 
I was made to understand that ration cards would 
be out by the next day. I asked the officer there ii 
the articles for St. John had been sent up and he 
said, "we could not send them; we are read>, but 
we have not heard anything from the Chairman of thr 
Hurricane Relief Committee for that parish". He 
further said that Mr. Farmer had not sent to say 
the number of people who were at  the centres, there- 
fore he could not send up the order. 

Mr. Farmer came to the Department on the F r i  
day, and of course, he left out as fa r  as I envisage 
one-third of the number of people that were in need 
I say so because I had made some investigations my. 
self. As regards the housing, to my utter con~terna. 
tion, I was made to understand that the Chairman 
of Committees has the power to order all the lnmbe 
he needp and to hire lorries to take it wherever he 
wants i t  carried. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I hope the honourable mem- 
ber would say " Chairman of the Hurricane Relief 
Committee". If he keeps on saying Chairman 1)f 

Committees it would appear as if he means you, Xr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: I do mean the Chairman O? 
the Hurricane Relief Committee. I t  was Mr. Lash 
ley the Manager-Secretary of the Housing Board who 
told me that all Chairmen of the Hurricane Relief 
Conlmittees were empowered to undertake immedi 
qte relief of houses. When he told me that I nearly 
fell to the ground. I told him there and then that 
the Chairnian of the Hurricane Relief Committee for 
St. John was doing actually nothing and that I war; 
going to raise hell in the House of Assembly about 
the situation. 

On the Sunday following the Hurricane I went 
10 Rosegate, which is the niost stricken district in 
St. John and I took details of the housing calrmity. 
I told the residents of that district that I was going 
to get the Minister of Housing to visit the a r a  on 
the Tuesday; and because all of the Ministers were 
busy i t  was not possible. 

As a matter of fact, they are all so busy now 
have to go into the middle of the night to find 

them. However, I got hold of him and I took him 
to Rosegate today, and he was appalled a t  what thc 
Chairman of the Hurricane Relief Committee had 
failed to do. 

I want to tell this House that Go~,erament was 
forced by the unusual circumstances into depe~ding  
cln officials and Hurricane Relief Committees, but th.3 
crisis will not be over if you depend on them. I 
say, scrap them; scrap all the Hurricane Relief Com- 
mittees and set up  such Committees as you know 
would function. 

There are schoolmasters and schoolmistresses 
throughout the parishes and Ministers of religion 
who are a much more reliable body to depend on fo!. 
information and the carrying out of parochial relie:, 
rather than any managerial Hurricane Relief Com 
mittee. I want to say that the efficient and bumar 
cfficial is as rare a s  gold; you seldom get the coni- 
bination. Of the delegated officials (and there are 
one or two of them, especially Mr. Tomlin and Capt. 
Barron) you generally find them co-operating with 
the representatives of the parish, because they have 
the intelligence to know that on their co-operalion 
is the foundation of good Government. 

I warn the Hon. Ministers now to exercise the 
colistitutional authority that is theirs. As far  as 1 
know, neither in Trinidad nor Jamaica have the Min- 
isters got the constitutional authority which their 
counterparts in this colony have, but the Ministers 
in those places exercise greater authority than ours. 
I hope they have no boss complex. As a matter 0,' 
fact, in their position an  official may easily think 
that he is boss. Humanity is essential. This c r i ~ i s  
proves the value which you have in you to help 
humanity. 

Under these circumstances, you as Minister have 
to lay down the law and the official must .interpret, 
what you lay down and carry i t  out. Tf he does not 
do so, you must make it so embarrassing for the per- 
son above both of you that that person will see that 
he gets up  and does something. Jaganisin may be e a  
extreme doctrine, but  a little Jaganism is 1ieedt.d here 
with some of these officials. 

The officials are not the masters of the political 
representatives ill Ministerial Office; the 3Iiiiisters 
zre their masters and if this crisis does not teach the 
Ministers that, then they have no right with their 
offices. 

L 7.05 p.m. 
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Mr. TUDOR: The revolting and disgusting dis- 
closures which have been made to this House by th: 
two honourable members who represent the parish of 
St. ~ o h n  should shake all honourable meqbers out of 
their complacency and should address a very sa lu t a~g  
warning indeed to those members of this House who 
are members of the mvernment. I do not think that 
any honourable member who has listened to thosz 
two honourable members with respect to what is going 
on in their constituency could fail to be moved by 
the tale of callousness and brutality in the face of 
this crisis. 

I wish to admit first of all that no member of 
this ~ o u s e  blames the members of the Government in 
this matter; mueh as somf? of us are opposed to 
their policy and sins of ornission on their part, I could 
not stretch the imagination too much as to lay the 
occurrence of the Hurricane a t  their door. Yet you 
cannot administer a Government or hold any of 
responsibility without reflecting that at  some time or 
other such and as you may hare 
will be put to the test;  in other words YOU must 1 ~ 1 ~  
out for the rainy day. 

This crisis which has come to this island as a 
m u l t  of the Hurricane has shown up  the Ministerial 

of Government, and that form of Government 
has not come Out the showing up 
that has been recounted as the suffering 
people, the ma1-administrati0n7 the an' 
indifference shown by the Hurricane Relief Commit- 
tees is due to the fact that in a large measure there 
b.as been an  almost wholesale abdication by the Min- 
isters of their responsibility in  various matters. 111 
politics, in Government, as in nature, a vacuum is a 
T.ery unpopular thing; and whenever one is created 
something rushes in to fill it, even a Hurricane. A 
vacuum has been created and what has emerged ie 
not pleasant; but it has this in it, that it warns us 
as  to what can come from a slovenly attitude towards 
the administration of this colony. 

When you reflect that we have five Ministers, 
(one is ill and there-fore he must be excused from 
active participation in the affairs of Government) 
but when you reflect that four Ministers are left, it 
is sad to note in the middle of this crisis not one of 
them has risen head and shoulders above the crisis. 
Not one of them has emerged with a sense of direc- 
tioll or with the power and authority with which a 
j.nan can ask the rest of us who may have been fumb- 
ling in the dark to follow his lead clearly and surely 
I saw that this crisis has sought and the 
excuse which can 'be made for the rest of us is that. woe 
have to obey the Government ; but that excuse cannot 
hold good for those who a,re in the position of autho:- 
ity. 

One other aspect of this matter -is this: i t  has 
shown that this island is not the self-governing com- 
rnunity that people so much boast i t  is; we are no' 
as yet masters of our own houses. I n  this island thert 
is a thin veneer of constitutional progress which has 
been covering a undergrowth which has now 
revealed itself for everybody to see. 

Holy comes it that persons in this island who 
have been driven out of life have re-emerged 
in positions of authority; and not only that, but they 
have also re-emerg-ed to the detriment of the people 
over whom they have to administer Hurricane Relief 7 ' 
I t  only goes to show that they were not out of polit- 
ical life and it needs a lot of watchfulness to prevent 
that kind of person from emerging. 

I have seen a little of this callousness and in- 
ciifference myself. My colleague and I went to the 
Arrricultural Department to take up with the Corn- 
rnittee, I think it was last week, a matter which coy;- 
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cerned our constituency and the wwking of our own 
Hurricane Relief Committee. I might say in passing 
that I met the hon. senior member for St. John and 
his colleague there. The two representatives for St. 
Lucy have been co-opted in the Hurricane Relief 
Ccmmittee and that is an example which should 
be follomaed in other places. Possibly our work is not 
very much, but i t  has to be done alld i t  is being 
done. 

As I was sayiiig, I went to the Agricultural De- 
partment to talre up a matter which concerned 
licane Relief in my parish. To my horror and disgust, 
among the persons sitting there was a certain gen- 
tleman, ( I  call him that through courtesy) and when 
the hon. ~ n i o r  member for St. Lucy and myself were 
discussing business that person treated us with such 
jndifference as to cut his finger nails with a rustv 

while of great impor.nce were be- 
ing discussed. This person is not a representative of 
tile people; I rejoice to say that I do not know his 
name; but this person acted as if the matter v,te had 
come about was a matter of supreme indifference to 
him. That is an example of what has happened and 
of what will happen unless we put our foot down. 

I do not like just to rehearse incidents; I prefer 
tb go back to the causes. There is the d i~our t s sy  to  
which this House has been treated by the Ministers, 
2nd there are the attempts have succeeded in 
lowring the standard and status of members of this 
f rouse; they are now haring their full  reward in the 
indiflerenee with -,hioh members of this House have 
been met and the contempt which has been shown to 

as representat.ives of the people. The a i n d  which 
they have sown is the whirlwind which they are now 

and which we are reaping- 
'.l5 Pm. 

I had never imagined, Mr. Chairman, that the 
activity in which I saw the Hon. Mr. Turner (the 
Acting Governor as he was then) engaging would fall 
as his duty; 'because, energetic as he might have been, 
interested as he might have been, i t  still could not 
have been argued that he knew as much about our 
people or could be interested in them as any of us 

sit this table- 
As I said before, the very fact that the Acting 

Chvernor has, himself, had to work, is due to the 
.:acuum that had 'been created and that they had been 
caught with their pants down, (if I may so use that 
ex~remion) and could not pick them UP and catch 
themselves in time. All complaints of mal-adminis, 
tl*2ti0n7 and of indifference to the sufferings of the 
people spring from the fact that the grip they should 
have had on the affairs they have not got. I do not 
know if i t  is too late to pull themselves together. 

The first duty of a Government is to govern; and 
by governing, You have to proclaim yourselves, not 
governor of the particular community, but  representa- 
tives of the people; because those Ministers who are 
members of this Government are also representatives 
of this House. They therefore, should be in direct 
coutact with the people. It should therefore, not com- 
fort them to discover that the officials of this Island 
snould treat hon. members with such indifference 
when they themselves are colleagues of the same hen. 
n!rmGers who are being treated with indifference. I ,  
therefore, hope, Mr. Chairman, that on another occa- 
sion I will have opportunity to register my disap- 
proval of what is going on in this Emergency; and 
on that occasion my criticisms will be more deadlc 
tFan they are now. But I wish to address myself to 
the importance of the Resolution before us. 

I listened very carefully to the Hon. Minister of 
Communications when he gave his by-the-way com- 
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mentary; and I noticed that he mentioned what had 
been spent on this Emergency. I t  appears that Re 
have spent from September 22nd until presuma'bly, 
today, $590,000; (if I have said anything wrong 
perhaps he will correct me;) to the end of this week 
Il~en, we will have spent $590,000. 

I am concerned, very concerned about this; be- 
rdause i t  indicates a rate of expenditure which is really 
terrific. Everybody knows that as  rehabilitation goes 
On and and more get lbaek into their 
houses, this expenditure will become less. For  in- 
stance: I take i t  that the $2100,000 which he told us 
!!as been spent on food will not be spent to that ex- 
tent again since the ration cards have been dis- 
tributed. 

On this point of the ration cards I want to ap- 
peal to the Hon. Minister concerned to look into the 
distribution much more closely. Perhaps they have 
had time to do so and to showm whether any deserving 
rersons are being ignored or have not yet received 
tkeir ration cards. This is the sort of matter that 
could cause great bitterness or great frustration, 
and rather than that a deserving person should be 
left out. i t  would be better that one or two others 
who were not actually deserving be left in. I n  other 
v,ords, let the mistake be on the side of liberality. 

N ~ ~ ,  continuing wit. this expenditure. we are 
now asked to provide $280,000; that will exhaust 
the $480,000 upon which we could first draw. ~t has 
not only exhausted it in a of speaking but 
has exhausted it $llO,OOO. According to num- 
bers which he gave us on the homeless they would have 
to spend, a t  least, for the first two weeks, something 
like $250,000 in ration cards. That is to say, the value 
(;l the cards spent on persons will run  into $2'50,000. 
That, I imagine, will decrease as people become re- 
aabilitated; and it may be within the last few wt'lis 

the that figure may be rather Over 1 

65,000 or $6,000. I am wondering whether they are 
doing the best thing about this expenditure. 

I was wondering whether with this financial year 
which is already about half gone, they had Consider- 
ed or thought of preparing or introducing a Supple- 
mentary Budget. Their biggest expenditures have 
been in publie Works, Housing, and possibly in SW- 
ial Welfare; and 1 think in Education too, they are 
c cmmitted now to an  enormous expenditure, which, 
so fa r  as I can see throws their whole Estimate for 
the rest of this financial year Completely out of gear. 

I think i t  would be probably the 'best to have a 
Supplementary Estimate introduced to cover the 
period from 1st October probably to 31st March ; be- 
cause although the Emergency might be concluded 
some time in  December, yet the problems arising from 
it might exist for some time after the end of the fin- 
ancial year. I myself feel that the problem should not 
be tackled piece-meal; and it is for this reason that 
T recommend a Supplementary Budget for the next 
six months, If  they do i t  the other way they have 
got to ask us for money almost every week for this 
-roar 

up houses for the people on the basis of a complete; 
lehabjlitation. 
7.25 p.m. 

It cannot be said that you have completely re- 
habilitated the people if you have not made them 
reasonably secure in their houses against a similar 
catastrophe. If you are going to do that, you will 
have to come to this House for an enormous sum of 
money. 

I think it will help Government much better if 
they get estimates of the probable expenditure aod 
prepare a supplementary budget for them. The 
House be called upon to adjust certain of thelp 
taxation policy on of the Emergency; we dc 
not know; i t  may be possible. 

I n  this connection it is not of course for  me CL 
any member not in  the Executive Committee to ad 
vise &em on their own structure and 
but I think i t  would be as well if a t  least 'one Min- 
ister can be put in charge of rehabilitation and t;: 
do nothing else but  that. The matters arising out 
of this Emergency are of so great proportions that 1 
cannot see that  a Minister who is confined in his 
normal Departmental duties can do that and every- 
ihing in connection. They ought to be a Minister re 
sponsible to this House for these matters. 

I do not know how long the Minister of E'inance 
will be away from this House; we do not know -what 
course his illness will take; but in the meanwhile 
these matters should be attended to. The House has 
teen very patient u p  to now with the Ministers in 
this crisis largely because the crisis is only two weeh  
old, and ~lowances mmt be made for the weakness 

Ministers; but from now on should not with- 
told information from this House, because this House 
will not be satisfied. 

This House of course. will support this Eesolu- 
tion because we that fik money muat be 
voted. Before I sit, I wish to appeal to M,nisters 
with all emphasis to pay more attention to the actual 
distribution. not take things easy now, because 
actual food is not being distributed. The fact that 
people have coupom is all thp more reason why Min- 
isters should look into it and see if hard cases arc 
not being passed over. 

There is another thing. Persons who have beer? 
rendered destitute of course receive priority 
in everything that is being done for, .rehabilitation 
whether it be houses or food or clothes; but in a 
community like this where there are degrees of 
poverty and where pov&,y existed among so many 
people before the Hurricane, you cannot really blam, 
people who have taken advantage of the crisis to press 
t,heir claims upon Relief O~ganisations. Everybody 
likes a freeness, and people who are poor like a free. 
uess perhaps more than any one else. 

I myself cannot join in  this wholesale condem11:~- 
tion of those persons who are not really deserving or 
Hurricane Relief, but who are really pushing and 
getting thin@. It is unfortunate that i t  should bt 
SO, but it is also unfortunate that those people wh3 
are  destitute should be prevented by. t h e  who 
are not destitute. However, allowances must be 

*\-L. 

I t  is said that the Housing to which 
this House has given legislative sanction should have 
keen authorised to set UP an island-wide authority 
lf i t  is true that Government is being persuaded to 
make the houses of persons in the devastated areas of 
more permanent structure; so that when next we have 
a Hurricane the damage suffered might not be so 
great. If all this is true then, obviously, Government 
is going to have to spend more money and they 
should not flatter themselves if they are going to set 

made for the general level of poverty which exists in 
this If that level did not exist peopl, 
would allow their pride to them back from 
ing to  get something; ;brit if something is given away 
free, the people who are poor all along think it is just 
a n  opportunity for them to get something which 
they do not have. I think therefore, that the inter- 
pretation as to how people should be helped and who 
should be helped should be based on the actual site, 
specially when you reflect that i t  is the people's 
money that you are spending on them. You are 



spending on then1 sonlethiiig which they have con- I The Government came down here with a Resolp- 
tributed by taxation and by their privations aila 
things you have taken from them. 

I am not justifying or condoning acts of disorder 
or of roguery; I am only saying, rather than to al lor~ 
the actual destitute to go short of any dollation, be 
cause other people who are not so destitute are fore- 
jng to get things, it would be better to make an error 
on the side of liberality, because those destitute an& 
those who are not so destitute might be rnrell served. 

secondly, sir, some very disquietiw reports 
ha,ve come from members of this House that a certain 
amount of political prejudice is operating agaillut 
people who really need help. I am hoping that this 
crisis will find Ministers and Government offlcia~s 
above that sort 'of thing. I am therefore asking 
Ministers to use their authority wherever necessary 
to see to i t  that no person is deprived of help apd 
assistance which he might have, whether it is food or 
clothing or repairs to his house, merely because he is 
known not to have supported them or he is not a 

I favourite of their party. That is the last thing which 
should happen. Later on I \r i l l  have a little more 
to say on this whole thing, but I think what I have 
said so far  covers the Xesolution. i 

M ~ .  LEWIS: M ~ .  Chairman, from the begin- l 
~ n i n g  of consideration of this crisis by this House 1 ot Assembly I have been most generous towadd 0 0 ~ -  
ernmellt and those Rersons who might have to offer 

1 relief. You will remem%er that I said that WC havll 
l been preparing for several years in some sort of way 
i for a hurricane, and that I that eertail; 
l 

tion for $100,000 and one of the first utterances of 
the hon. Introducer was in reply to hon. members w h ~  
criticised the fact ( r a d  a definite fact) that no man 
On earth could Produce a summons any member 
of this IIOUS~ to turn out On Saturday, 24th Sept('111- 
ber. The Introducer said that some hon. members did 
fiat Seem to know that a Hurricane had occurred. 

The Resolution which was sent down was one for 
$100,000 and before the hon. Introducer could open 
his mouth in connection with it, he had to iiicreasc the 

the Resolution lm%. If lippw 
"at a Ilurricane had taken place, then they did not 

that it had any 
I n  the course of a week or so after that t h y  

come now for $280,000 from the Reserve Fund u t  
$480,000 which has been established out o i  tllc 
Public Revenue of the island to which resort may bbz 
had in the event of the occurrence of any calamity. 
The first advance made was $100,000 and they kclf 
SO much ashamed that before i t  could come in here 
they had to increase i t  by loo%, and now they have 
come for an amount under the Reserve Fhnd Act. 

When they came for the first amount they said 
it was too early to give details. Hon members asked 
for 8 broad outline of the matter and it was or~ly 
then that you heard in a sketch what it was they 
intended. I n  the pI'esentati0n of the Resoluttau it 
was said that the Resolution could s p a k  for itsell 

Right in  this House to-day when the Rqsojuticr; 
Was introduced, there was a Minister with the in- 
formation about the number of houses damageci acci 

l 
Committee meetings were not held this year. fr the number of people rendered homeless. I have 
appeared as though we had hoped that the period fol re~eatedly said in this House that a Minister con- 
hurricanes had passed entirely this year, or that cerned with i t  should give the information; he shol~ld / Barbados had got to t4e point of immunity from hul- pull it him. 
r ica ,~es  because we set aside a day to ask Almight? One Minister says that he did not have anything 

a q d  not to visit us with anything of the and to say about the Resolution, and another Minivter whs 
I hoped that the people Would get in gear and worii had the information about it said nothing until all 
to the best of their ability. hon. member said: "Tell us something about it." 

The informa,tion given ky that Minister should have 
I ?Wow everyone be be formed the basis of the Statement laid to-day. had some peculiar liking f ~ r  his job and he woll!~~ The issue of the distribution of should do it to the best of his gbifity, but frolp what we 

have heard to-night, Mr. chairman, from the two hall been stated when were this 

members for st. ~ ~ h ~ ,  it is only fair that the G~,,- Kesolution; the statement as to the number of people 
institute an enquiry in that parish and la5 !lomeless and so 011 was the Statement which should 

before the House at the next meeting some Resolutiorl have been made. since the Hurricane has 
asking for funds to clarify the situation. place, is i t  not possible to engage a sheet of the 

7.35 p.m. "Advocate" Newspaper and print the names of t h ~  
Hurricane Relief Committees in  the various parishes? 

St. John is me of the prishes which has DO you not think it is time that the Government ls911e 
hard hit, and it is regrettable hear some of some notice showing the persons who have 
stories which we have heard to-night. I think W- aamage and have gone about and helped themselves 
szould have a proper investigation into this m a t t ~ r  by repairing the damage, make a statement abcut 
so that we can have everybody's point of view 2nd bp it in respect of the mr.ous 
able to judge the matter. Our peopl? have asked whom they can tell about 

I hope the rnenlbers of the Clovernment have the repairs which they have done; people who h a v ~  
taken to heart what they have heard since they them- helped themselves perhaps by borrowing money frolll 
selves have been guilty of saying that members wh~) 1.01n.bod~ else v~ould like to kllow if they ri~ill get a 
have been elected to this House can only talk; the3 reasonable amount of help when the time comes 
cannot do anything more. That is the standard they This is the time to assess that help, anti yc,u 
have set for certain members of the House and if i. l cannot get a,ny informatioll of that nature a t  : 
is taken up by the officials and the public, we have Let the public kllo~v to whom they can appeal and 
c,urselves to blame largely for that. We have con- I from rvhom they can have information in the various 
tributed largely to the disrespect which is shown to I aspects of rehabilitation. If you have spen:, the 
members of this House. 

Mr. Chairman, the hon. junior member for XL. 
Peter has made some comments about this Resolution 
and its presentation, comments which I think th,: 
whole Ministerial Bench should take to heart. 1 aln 
appealing to them in  this way; if they were not in the 
~ove rnmen t  hearing things a t  first hand, would they 
be satisfied with the way in  which the ordinary men - 
ber of this House has been treated? 

greater part of this money already, at  least you nnxst 
make a statement as to where you geL tile 
remainder. 

Some hon. member had to table a n  Address to say 
that you should use this Fund or t b t  Fund;  can't 
the Government say what Fund they are going to nr;e 
next? They have Funds et  their disposal; therefore 
let us hearu something abont it. Next week we will 
not know what next to expect; their method of d:.al- 



@g with Funds is questionable already; and t w y  
pust not think that because we have authorised th. ., spending of this money out of the Treasury that you 
c m  send to J3agla.d for it. The law says tha? J-OJ 

have to pass an Act in  the Legislature before you can 
utilise these Funds. 
7.45 p.m. 

1W.r. Chairman, in the course of his speech today 
1 heard the hon. Minister of Works & Housing say 
that he had given instruction to this body to send 
something there and he had given instructions to 
somebody else to send something yonder; that is not 
good enough. If the things are necessary he had no 
right to discover that ;  there should have been some- 
Lody on the spot who could say these things are 
necessafy and to send for them. Suppose there were 

I) spots thpt he did not go to% 
I warped the Fjoverppent to try and decentralise 

y this as  much as passible. You cannot set up a central 
organisation where you can run out and say: "Well, 
f have never seen conditions up there and I urill 
scad something.'"ry and get somebody in the 
$ommunity to see a'bont it. YoLl have to go out, 
starch for them, a613 get them in the various villages 
and districts and give them a free hand. But  I cannot 
understand this idea of the Minister of Communica. 
tions saying : "TTelI, I immediately gave instructions 
to this per'son, that person and the other." I f  this is 
kis method, i t  is a very good political method for 
himself; but i t  is not a method to ensure that these 
~ e o p l e  be rehabilitated. 

!I have said that there should be people in the 
parish who could be subdivided and given authority, 
Tecause the matter has not been carried out by those 
who a t  present are in authority until he sees that 
nothing is said. What about places he has not seen? 
jEon. M. E. COX : m a t  must I do?] See that a 
nroper organisation is set up  to work and listen to 
bon. members when they tell you that this particular 
member or person is not suited for it. [A VOICE: 
Urnloyalty !] I t  is not disloyalty at  all;  it is indiffer- 
ence. 

W* Qo not ma6e a political issue of this at all; 
~t is not right for us to do so. bet  people get rehab- 

doing so I am not attempting, in  aoy way, to shirk 
t n y  responsibility which might be thrown upon the 
PIinisters; but I should like to point out the order 
in which the portfolios were allocated: 

They are allocated as follows:- 
Premier or Principal Minister 

Finance 
Eevenue Departments 
Education 
Police 
General 

Minister for Trade, Industry and Labour 
Trade and Commerce 
Indpstry 
Toyrism 
Minerals 
Labour 

Minister for Agriculture 
Agriculture and fisheries, Lands 

Minister for Social Services and $oca+ 
Government 

Medical Services 
Old Age Pensions 
Prisons 
Prisms and Industrial Schools 
Fro'bation 
Social Welfare 
Library 
Local Government 

Minister for Communicatioas Works and 
Housing 

Aviation 
Electricity 
Harbour and Shipping 
Highways and Transport 
Post Office 
P blic Works 2 aterworks 
Housing 

ilitated as  soon as possible. 
some yinister should be able to say something 

rrlore about this Resolution tonight. This means that 
l+e are giving somethillg like $25~00,0 etc. in alloca- 
tions. 

~f they are allocations and you feel that from th? 
rate of spending they are going to be ysed in such 
and such a ime, i t  means that this is going to be ex- 
hausted. Are there no plans that you can tell to boa. 
members of the House? The members of the Other 
Place are only nominated and when they were sum- 
moned to attend a meeting on the 24th they were told 
That the first thing on the Agenda was to hear a 
comm~~iiication about a State of Emergency, and the 
members of this House of Legislature lmew nothing 
e'c:out it. 

Hoa. M .  FJ. COX and Mr.  E. W O T T T J E ~  rose 
to  speak.  

Mr CHATRNAN: Are you g-oing to replv? 
* Hon. N. E. COX: Yes sir. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Hon. lfinister savq that 
he wants to replv to the anestions made by the hon. 
junior member for the City. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: I must first of all reply to 
the statements made by the hon. junior member for 
the citv. Before I do so however, I should like to 
draw to the attention of the Rouse His Excellencp's 
Bfessage relative to the introduction of Ministerial 

:x: Government from 1st Fe%i.uary last year; and in 

The Message further states that those other Depart- 
ments which are not assigned to Ministers will be 
administered in the following manner: The Judiciarf 
should be administered by the Chief Justice, who 
should deal directly with the Governor 01. the Colon- 
ial Secretary Chief Secretary). 

The Chief Secretary is also listed in  the Message 
being responsible for the following functions of 

:- 

Personnel and Establishment 
Defence and Security 
External Affairs 
Ceremonial 
Secretaryship of Executive Committee. 

I quote that for this reason: in so far  as the 
Hurricane is concerned such duties are not directly 
Secretary and that point should be made clear. 

TVhile we are not prepared to shirk any respon- 
cibility, nle are prepared that in the future those 
duties pertaining to housing which might result from 
a Hurricane must fall under the Minister of Com- 
munications, Works and Hotlsilzg ; and that those 
things connected with Social Welfqre such as clothing 
etc. must fall under the portfolio of the winister 
of Social Services. 

When ~ O I I  read t h ~  pamphlet relative to the 
nlanner in which the after Hurricane activities 
~hou ld  be controlled, and in which the food should 
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be distributed under the Director of Agriculture, you 
will see as I said before, that a Minister was not 
directly conczrned with the affair; therefore, while 
they can criticise Government if something went 
nyong, a t  the same time it should be explained that 
the matter was handled more by the Chief Secretary 
than by any Minister. 

1 want to resent very strongly the statement 
made by the hon. member who apparently resents 
my saying that I stood and saw what is happening 
and that I gave instructions to have those schools of 
the particular area opened. The hon. member char- 
; cterises that as playing politics. 
7.55 p.m. 

Mr. L~EWIS: I1 was pointing out that if he did 
that, it was a good thing; but I am saying that if 
the Ministers divided the island into four political 
rreas that was making the thing a political issue. 
He seemed to have misunderstood me. 

HON. M. E. COX: I must object to the re- 
marks of playing politics. If that woere so the Paro- 
chial Authorities would never be in charge of this 
relief. We are aware that they are diametrically 

i 
opposed to the Government. 

i There is no politics in this. We discovered early, 

3 (I think it was tue b'riday morning after the iiurri- 
cane) that quite a number of people on the fateful 
~ l i u m d a y  night were without iood; we had quite a 
number of complaints by the Saturday following. 

:We decided that for the purpose of investigating 
the needs of the people that we should put the island 
under the four Ministers excluding the Premier 
who *S ill a t  the time ; and along with the Mibters ,  
we sent Out two Civil Servants to get statistics and 
investigate the situation and report back to the 
Jlinister concerned for the particular area who %'ould 
then direct what should be done. That is not playing 
politics. 
. I should like to give you a brief history of these 

1 t relief organisations. Early we discovered that the 
I ciuestion of distribution was not done as adequately 

as i t  should 'be. 'We found that people who were not 
entitled to get rations were ge t tkg  and preventing 

j other people who were deserving from getting. There 
B TJas no well organised system of distributing; and as 

a result, we discussed the Sunday after the Hurricane 
I 

i the method of having a ration card, and a t  that meet- 
ing quite a few people from the other parishes were 
present. This suggestion was accepted and the matter 
was reported back to the Government on the Monday; 
and i t  was agreed that we should institute the ration 

1 

4 
3ptern by coupon similar to that which was done 

I ciuring the l a s t  war, and where people instead of re- 

l ccliving a few biscuTts and corned beef and where 
some got none at all, we could issue to the head of a 

i 
l 

family a ration card which could be presented to 
any shop in the area and the persoil could get gro- 

1 ceries for it. 
1 That system was agreed to and a day or two 

i ;:fter that we summoned those persons connected with 
the Hurricane Relief to attend a meeting, and we put 

1 forward the scheme to them and told them what we 
k w~nked done. They all accepted the system of 
I ration 'bjr coupon. It was made crystal clear to 

each and every one the& and then that these ration 
I must apply to  every familv who as a result 
P 

of the Hurricane had been rendered homeless. 
! In other words, that  weas contrary to what WP 
F 

I have heard: that certain people mere told that as 
thev were renting a house thev did not qnalifv. or 
t ls  they were drawincr UD at some one, therefore t h ~ v  , 

1 did not qualify; or that as they did not report, thev 
1 
1 Gid not qualifv. 11 think i t  was in St. Lucy where 

in  the case of an  old m m  whose house was damaged 
he was taken to the almshouse for shelter. His name 
xvas brought up at  the meeting, it being asked whether 
in the case of that old man, if this system would ap- 
ply to him. We said, "yes, he is entitled." That goes 
to show that there should be no doubt as to Govern- 
~ e n t  's intention. 

I was amazed to hear from the various parishes 
that only sollie persons who were rendered homeless 
qaalified for rations and not others. I want to make 
it clear that every individual who has been rendered 
homeless is entitled. 

For example: suppose two families occupied one 
l~~luse,  each is entitled to a ration card. There are 
cdses where you have a father and mother and a son 
and wife living in the same hous?. We r e e r d  them 
as two families and therefore, each head of that fam- 
ily must have a ration card independently, so that 
eaph can get supplies independently. 

We also gave instructions that those persons 
Tvhose b o w s  Mere blown down and who by their 
own &forts had put them back into habitable 
t10.w were also entitled. If that policy is not canied 
out, w e  cannot run to St. Andrew. S't. Philip, St. 

. James and C h r & ,  Churcn. It is the duty of those per- 
sons who are interested in the c o m m i t y  to report 
;ny irreguiarity which they discover to mme author- 
ity. [A VOICE: But  you ignored us when we told 
5 0u.l 

An hon. member for St. John said that he is 
~ , o t  ruiiiiing to ally Minister. If you know of any- 
tjling which is going wrong and you do not report 
it to some a u t h ~ i t y ,  you would be doing a disservice 
t6 your own people. You would be doing them a 
disservice if you know of any injustice which is done 
to them, or where an irregularity exists and you do 
not report it to some authority. 

Mr. VAUGHAN : I must rise t o  a point of 
explanation. The Hon. Minister distinctly heard me 
.Gy how regularly I reported irregularities. 
f.05 F.m. 

Zon. M. E. COX : I was referring more particu- 
larly to the hon. senior member for St. John, not the 
hen. junior member for st. John. 

The hon. member said that he was ignored, hu t  
there is who is higher than the Dilec. 
tor of Agriculture. 

Speaking for myself, I would like to say this: 1 
am not directed by any official; I a m  advised on 
things about which I do not know, but the polizy 
is laid down by me and it has to be carried out. The 
honourable member knows that too; w8e are not 
twisted, around by any official; we say what must 
be done and we hope t,hat it is done. If i t  is not done 
and that is reported to us [A MEMBER: What 
~1111 you do?] We know what to do. [L,aughter.] 

I n  so far  as the re-housing of the people is eon- 
eerned, we felt, and quite rightly so, that it nas  a 
means of expediting the re-housing of these people 
by getting the assistance of the local bodies. Local 
bodjes came fomard  and said that plantations' 
owners are repairing people's houses; I am referring 
to the Hurricane Relief Committees of the various 
parishes. 

I think it was the St. George Hurricane Rklief 
Committee which first told us that the managers 
were rehabilitating these houses and now that the:,, 
 re finished they would be glad to assist US in  rehab- 
ilitating other houses in the parish if they got the 
0.K. We accepted the offer secause we wanted to 
rehouse the people quickly; that offer was made to 
all the Committees of the Hurricane Relief Organi- 
sations in the various parishes. 
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When we discussed the question of the food 
ration, we discussed the question of re-housing, and 
we decided that these Committees would function 
under the direction of the Director of Public Works 
m d  the Manager-Secretary of the Housing Board. 

These tmto officials would give the authority to 
these Committees to obtain lumber and they coul~? 
employ a number of persons who would be p a d  
from this vote. They all agreed to carry out thiq 
reconstruction. 

We cannot run behind every Committee to so: 
that it is punctual but as soon as a Report come.; 
in what else can any responsible person do but 
take action immediately by sending squads to the 
area? That is what I have done: I have instructed 
the Director of Public Works on l i  this morning after 
a Report I ha.d from Pennyhole, St. Philip, to send 
squads u p  there in order to rehabilitate the houses. 

The Chairman of the various Committees can 
get lumber from the reserve which is kept for ta2 
Public Worls  Department and the Housing Bourd, 
and they can employ people to carry out reconstruc- 
tion as quickly as possible. In addition to that we 
are sending squads throughout the island in  order to 
essist in  the speedy rehabilitation of these houses. 
That is as  clear as anybody can put  the situation. 

I said earlier that we can employ as many people 
as possible in  this rehousing programme, but I think 
hon. members will appreciate the fact that we need 
more carpenters than masons or  unskilled workers. 
The majority of houses are wooden structures and 
therefore carpenters are needed. 

While it is true that every carpenter may not 
be employed, I think hon. members will agree that 
the duty rests with the Heads of t h e ~ e  Departments 
to get carpenters, and not those men who might buy 
eaws and hammers from other people and say that 
they are carpenters. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEP: Mr. Chairman, i t  is 
very regrettable that the Hon. Minister of Works 
and Housing should stop speaking now because it 
looks to him that hon. members are desirous of taking 
dinner. I think I can contribute a little bit to this 
debate; 'but on second thought I think I had better 
move the adjournment of the House, [VOICES : Heal.! 
Hear!] because 1 think that hon. members may be 
more receptive when they get back, although I may 
not be in a biting mood. Mr. Chairman, I t h ~ r e f o r ~  
move that you do now report progress and asir for 
leave to sit again. 

Mr. BR.ANC1KER: I beg to second that. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The question that Xr .  Ckxuirman, do now report 
progress with learue to sit aga(ir, was w t  and re"otvec. 
rn the aff imt ive  W i t h t  dkisiom. 

M"?. CHAIRMAN left the C** Nr. DEPUTY 
8PEAKER took the G* a& repcrrted accordingly 

On mdion 4 Hon. Dr. H: B. H .  CUMMINLS'. 
semnded by Hon. M.  E, COX ths House ~ j o ~ d  
f'm thvee-qwters of an how. 
8.20 p.m. 

On re-assembling, 
Hon. Iir. H. G. 11. CUmIINS: Mr. Speaker, I 

fssg to move that the honourable junior member for 
St. John be appointed to act a s  Chairman of Com- 
mittees during the absence of the Chairman. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question that the homura;bb junuior WWWP 

Eer for St. John b,o appoinded to act as Chairman of 
Commvittem was carried w'thout dithkirn. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY RESUMED 

Hurricane Relief Cont'd. 
- I know i f  cases where I have seen people who 

were not carpenters but are still trying to "edge" 
in as  carpenters. The authorities cannot employ 
them because, to my mind, it would be more expen- 
sive in the loqg run  to have people who are not trairz- 
ed as carpenters emplayed in building these houses; 
you want men who know what they are doing. 1~ 
that connection we have been trying as far  as possi 
ble. 

I have some figures from the Minister of Labour 
who said that up to last month he had approximately 
640 carpenters registered at the Department. 
8.15 p.m. 

You can see that with the large programme which 
we have a t  present more than 240 are short in thv 
set up. 

The point was also raised about the Governmen' 
carrying on constructions of various buildings. 1 
want to assure hon. members that from the day fol- 
Iowing the Hurricane all work on Government build- 
ings ceased a sd  the Ministry began to concentrate 
on constructions for the rehabilitation of those house? 
that were blown down. The same Saturday night 
following up  to 8 o'clock some Lumber Yards werc 
open delivering stuff to the Housing Board in order 
that they could set to work the Sunday. 

I want therefore to assure hon. members that 
every effort is being made to get on as quickly a: 
possible with the re-housing of the people throughout 
the island. 

Mr. Chairman, I understand that hon. members 
are anxious to have dinner and I believe that I shall 
have a lot more to say before this Resolution is 
passed; but I intend to reserve whatever I have to 
say until a later stage. 

I 
Mr.. ACTING CHAIRMAN : On the adjourn- 

ment the hone senior member for the City was ad- 
dressing the Chair- 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLE?: Mr. Acting Chairman. 
ihis Resolution is to  authorise the expenditure of 
the balance of the Reserve Fund which we have a;nd 
to which -tve may resort in  the C m  of a hurricane- 
Well, to be q u i h  honest with you, on the first occa- 
sion when we had to dimuss this matter of voting 
this money for the relief of unfortunate Barbadians 
J was very mild, and I intended to be so again to 
day. 

I n  all these things the proof of the pudding is 
the taste; and quite frankly I believe that every 
honourable member of this Chamber would like to 
bee the best done for the unfortunate. Contrary to  
a popular opinion of honourable members of this 
Chamber, I would not possibly have spoken if the 
11011. Minister of Communications had not made 
certain remarks, as I had decided before then myself 
to leave my own actions and activities in the hands 
of the people and say: "Let the Government mem- 
bers of the H o u ~ e  or anybody else do as they like." 

I believe all of us should a t  l'east offer some 
uuggzstion or criticism. Now I do not think that 
frankly this is an occasion for any of us to take the 
opportunity to play party politics as a result of 
the snfferings of the people. I mould be one of the 
last to do so. At my age and with my experience in 
public life, playing party politics and using this as  
En occasion for saying that a Minister or honourable 
member is not interested in the peopJe would be 
ollt of the question. I believe that every electea 
member of this House is interested and would like 
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to see the best done; but as you h o w ,  some hon- 
ourable members' "best" is not so good. 

On the last occasion when we *poke on the 
$200,000 Resolution we had a hurricane although 
the a ~ t u a l  Hurricane was over. We were faced with 
grcat difficulty, and that difficulty was to l b d  some 
one to set a t  the head of affairs, someone of suffi 
cieui, foresight, ability and real interest to be able 
to rehabihtate and get thin& back to normal as 
quickly as possible. 

I regret to say that although the Government 
h m  been in certain directions doing what has ap- 

l peared to be the best, a lot more could be done. 

l 
An occasion like this, I must repeat, is not one 

l for playing party politice; and when I say so I say 
it sincerely. I suppose all over Barbados tonight it 
1s recognised (and I have not got to get any guaran- 

I tee from the Hon. Premier) when I say since~rely 
1 that there is no t h e  in  a crisis of this nature for 

plajing party politics. 
l 
l 

Now the Hon. Minister of Works and Housing 
has given us figures in which he said that we would 

1 have spent a t  the end of this week a total of $590,000. 
9.20 p m .  

If you look at  housing, you will see that on thz 
last occasion I gave as my estimate that we had 
something like 25,000 people homeless; that was 
my opinion from the facts a t  my disposal. I also 
said that the damage would be something in ths 
vicinity of $5 million from which I expected that 
insurance would cover $1 million. 

I know that it must be rather difficult for 
Government to get all the facts and figures to prat 
sent to this Chamber, but I want this to be record- 
ed: while this no time to play party politics or 
anything of that sort, I want to say that the GOJ- 
ernment is very guilty of not trying to bring into 
its fold, a t  least on this occasion when this great 
ciisaster faces the colony, people of a different hue 
than theirs. No one can think that they can do 
everything. Anybody who thin& that in a calamity 
with which we were faced a week ago, the Gov- 
ernment or any one set of people can do everything, 
is a fool. 

I am going to make the position clear for the 
people of this colony. When the I'ion. Minister of 
Commpnicatiod 4 d  par$elr t o a y  that' jt was 
known that Plarochial &!thoritiqs W r e  opposed 
and would not co-operate with the Government on 
a matter of this sort, that  was to  my mind a reck- 
less and dishonest statement. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, in  the first 
p h e  I did not make those remarks; secondly I 
am asking that those remarks be withdra,wn imnw- 
diately. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTL'EV- I would not withdraw I 
them at the ~ e r i l  of death. Mr. Chairman, I just I , - 
am not withhawing them. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, the honourasie 
member has said that he is not withdrawing those 
remarks. l am asking that those words be taken 
down. 

Mr. ACTING CHAIRMAN: What are tho 
wel* 1 . . 

IIon. M. E. COX; The words are : "reckless 
and dishonest stahment. ' ' 

Mr. E. D. MO'TTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I said 
that to say that Parochial Authorities would not co- 
operate with Government in  a matter of this sor t  is 
a dishonest statement. I am not trying to defend or 
deny i t ;  let the Clerk take i t  down. 

Let me repeat what I was saying. I said i t  was 
not the occasion for playing party politica and that 

everyone should co-operate with Government. I weent 
on to say that the Minister of Communications had 
said earlier that the Parochial Authorities on this 
cccasion would not co-operate with the Government 
on this matter, and I said that that was a dishonest 
statement. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman,- 
Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, under the Rules 

i t  is stated that there should be no debate at  this 
stage. I am asking that the words be taken dowa. 

Mr. ACTING CHAIRATAN: The hoa. junior 
member for the City may sit. 

Hon. M. E. COX: As long as objection is taken, 
the R.ule says that every such objection is to be taken 
a t  the time when such words are used, and not after 
any other member has spoken. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, the Hon. Minister 
has taken objection a t  the right time. If he had wait- 
ed until somebody else had spoken, he m u l d  be wrong. 
I rose to say let us make an appeal to both hon. mem- 
bers as  we feel justified so to do. 

Hon. M. E. COX : 1 will read R;ules 131, 132 and 
133. They are as follows:- 

"131. In  a Committee of the whole House, the 
Chairman, if it appears to be the pleasure of the Com- 
mittee, will direct words objected to, to be taken 
2own, in order that the same may be reported to the 
House. " 

"132. Every such objection is to be taken a t  the 
time when such words are used, and not after any 
other member has spoken." 

"133. Any member having used objectionable 
words, and not explaining or offering apologies for the 
use thereof to the satisfaction of the House, will be 
censured, or otherwise dealt with as  the House may 
think fit. " 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, we axe members of 
this Committee. I am saying that you can use your 
influence to have the matter settled amicably; there- 
fore, i t  is permissible for members to speak in that 
light. 

I am now suggesting that you should appeal t o  
the hon. members to have this matter settled ami- 
cably. I am suggesting to you to  use your influence 
~ r i t h  both members and let us  get on with the deb'ate; 
that is your prerogative. 

I would say for your benefit ( and I hope you 
will not take any offence) that when you have de- 
cided that the matter has reached the stage that it 
cannot be settled by your influence and by  the abil- 
i ty of members of this Committee, then is the time 
that you instruct that the words be taken dowa. I am 
spin asking you to use your influence to get the 
nlatter settled amicably. 
2.30 p.m. 

Mr. ACTING CHAIBMAN: The hon. member 
tor the City may proceed. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I have objected to those re- 
marks and a decision has to be taken. I am not pre- 
pared to sTt here and allow any honourable member 
to eharge any mem'ber of the Government with dis- 
honesty. The hon. member was not here when the 
debate was going on. 

Mr. E. D. MOITTLmEGY: Mr. Acting Chairman, 
you have asked me to continue. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: With great respect to. your 
ruling- 

%. ACTING CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. mem- 
ber willing to withdraw* the remarks? 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLBY : I f  you rule that I have 
said anything unparliamentary 1 shall withdraw i t ;  
kilt having dready said that  the remarks are 
not unparliamentary, d a t  must I do? you have 



intimated that I should proceed with my speech; mem 
bers an that side of the table have said that the 
statements are not honest, but if the hon. member 
wants a vote taken, then let it be taken. I did not 

ask them to put me in here. 
Everyone knows that when it is said th&, the 

Parochial Authorities would not co-operate because 
they were oppmd to the Government, that is not an  

honest statement. 1 was going on to say where i t  was 
not m honest statement. 

After a man is elected to this House should he 
be allowed to say that something not t rue? If 1 
say anything against the character of any honourable 
member I would withdraw it, 'but the Ministers of the 
Government think that they me t in gods walking on 
wheels. 

Mr. ACTING CHMRNAN : Objection has been 
.taken t~ the remarks a d  all that is left for me to d~ 
1s to discover if i t  is the pleasure of the Committee 
to call Mr. Speaker to make a settlement. [ m M -  
BERS: No! No! A vote has to be taken first] Ob- 
jecition having been taken to words spoken 'by the 
hon. senior member for the City and he having re- 
fused to withdraw same, I am calling on the Speaker 
to settle the matter. [VOICES You cannot do that ;  
You must take a vote.] 

Objection having been taken to the words used 
by the hon. senior member for the City I would like 
to know if it is the will of the Committee that such 
words be taken down and reported to Mr. Speaker. 
Hon. Members in favour of that will please say 
"Aye," those against will please say "No.7y I think 
the "Noes" have it. 

A M3MBER : Divide. 
A divisialn was taken as foll~ws :-- 

Ayes Hon. Dr. H -  C. H. CUMMINS? 91. *- 
Cox, Hon. C. E. TALMA, Hon. R. G. i l f~pp  and Mr 
irolder-5. 

Noes: Mr. BRANCKER, Mr. C R A ~ O R D ,  Mr. LEWI~; 
Tdr. TUDOR, Mr. ALLDER, Mr. E. D. MOT~IZEP and 
Mr. GODDARD-7. 
9.40 p.m. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Just  let me refresh 
honourable members' minds as to what happened; 
this is no defence of the Parochial Authority because 
I happen to be a member of a Parochial Body. The 
Vestries were supposed to be standing Committees 
for the purpose of Hurricane Relief. If you look 
back right through all the Government files since 
1898, every year the Govcmor-in-Executive Corn- 
mittee had to appoint a Hurricane Relief Commit- 
tee; and it was felt that matters pertaining to 
Hurricane Relief should be left to  the local author:- 
ties. I wish to draw that to the attention of this 
honourable Chamber and especially to the honour- 
able member who made this reckless statement. 

After a Social Welfare Department was estab- 
lished, the Government felt  (not this Government) 
that this should be a matter for Social Welfare; 
therefore, the various Vestries of the Island were 
informed by the Department that  they would be 
nominated as a body funeiioning for Hurricane 
Relief. 

Can you imagine that I have to depend 
upon the people for my seat in  the House of Assem- 
bly and who have for fifteen years consecut.ively not 
taken a second place in  the Vestry's polls, could be 
associated with a party of members who would say 
that they would not associate with the Government 
in a case of a hurricane? The Hon. Minister of 
Communications would be the only person k say that. 

I f  the hononrable member wishes to  throw any- 
thing at  me, let him get u p  and say so. The impli- 
cation is that there are some men i n  Vestries who 
w o d d  be against a government and would have 

nothing to do with it. It is a lie and intended to 
sow discontent. 

I said in the beginning of my speech that  I did 
' not think any honourable member, whether h~e be 

Government member or party member, would not 
shew interest on an occasion like this, and that GOV- 
ernment would not have around them peopre with 
the commonsense, ability and brain to guide them. 
AS I said the Acting Governor, the difli- 
culty in this matter of Hurricane Relief is that there 
W'ere many people were working for  the 
recognition of Her Majesty. What you ought to 
have had was those who were willing to work with 
an eye to the welfare of the 

The Hon. Minister has told us what they have 
spent and w#hat they have not spent. 1 know, that, 
in  going around Bridgetown, the Government's 
Ministers have been saying that I refused to co- 
operatje. Also that st. MichaelSs Vestry refused to 
co-operate. 

Two years, ago, when I was asked to serve on a 
Hurricane Relief Committee, I wrote saying that 1 
would not_ do i t ;  that I was not taking orders and 
being shoved around. A lot of paper was printed 
and sent to people, telling people in  the tropics that 

' in  case of a Hurricane, they should report here and 
go there. A member living in  the Pine had to 
report at  Erdiston and i t  took him four hours. 

I t  was Mr. Barton, I think, with whom the 
entire Vestry of St. Michael discussed the question 
of Hurricane Relief in case anything happened. 1 
warned them then that one of the first things you 
had to do was to stay at home with your farmp. 
After that I will come out and attend to the public. 
Every other member of the Government was telling 
them something different and they were bent on 
doing something different. I am just drawing this 
to your attention to show bow the Government of 
Barbados was lacking i n  foresight. I do s o t  know 
what happened in other parishes; I speak for  St. 
Xichael. 

I notice that in the figures which you have give11 
us hem, you have shown 850,000 for  the Regiment. 
Now, I want t o  ask one single question: what did 
you spend $50,000 on the Regiment for?  

Hon. M. E. COX: I never said $50,000 for th13 
Regiment; I said $10,000. 

Mr. E. D. MO'TTLEY: You said $50,000. 
Hon. M. E. COX: How could I say $50,0008 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: All right, Mr. Chair- 

man, $10,000. Last night I went to Queenys Park 
a t  half-past ten o'clock and I had to chwe, out 
about 50 men of the Regiment who were poLluting 
the place. Women were given absolutely no 
privacy. $50,000 for a regiment! What did you 
want it for? 

Are you afraid since the calamity to face the 
people? You say you are paying the Regiment. Tell 
the people of Barbados that you spent $50,000 on 
the Regiment since this Emergency. 
9.50 p.m. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I think I am 
responsible for giving the figures. TEhe hon. senior 
member for the City was not in here d e n  I gave the 
Committee the figures of $10,000 for the Regiment. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Everybody on this side 
cf the table wrote down $50,000. 

Hon. M. E. COlX: I f  everybody on that  side put  
down s509m, thq are 

Mr. E .  D.  MBTTLEY : You are  the only person 
in the island who is educated. Anyhow, Mr. C h i r -  
man, I am sorry if I misquoted the hon. member and 
I apologise for doing SO. I f  I misquoted him, I pay 
him the weatest apololgg. 

The hon. memlier may be educated but  there is 
one thing I know: I can speak the English language; 



1540 
A . ... 

HOUSE 
-. -- - 

aud because I can do that, I can stand up and talk 
to anybody. 

Sir, last week I cornmended the Governmeut for 
the swift action they had taken in setting rlp the 
Housing Board and the Public Works Department to 
repair and put back up the houses which were blown 
down. I am not one of those hypocrites who w'ould 

I shy that everything you do is wrong. I still to-day 
! pay you high regard and respect for it. If I can pay 
i you that high regard, why cannot you accept my 

criticism and note if there is anything in  my criti- 
clsm ? l The Hon. Minister of Commuaications made the 
~tatement  that Parochial Authorities would not CO- 

operate. I must get this off my chest: as Church- 
warden of this parish, I received a letter on the day 
of the Hurricane, the 22nd Septem'ber. The follow- 
iug Tuesday, I received a letter signed by the F'inan- 
cial Secretary stating that further to the letter of the 
Director of Agriculture and the Director of Educa- 
tion that they observed that I have not been oo-oper- 
ating as Churchwarden for the parish of St. Michael. 

Let me a t  once say that that is the damnest lie 
told by a tongue. A t  no time did the Director of 
Education write to the Churchwarden to say that. I 
will go further. Two people called me in  connection 
with the hurricane-the Police Department and a 
gentleman by the name of Mr. Kenneth Hunte. The 
Police Department called me on the morning of the 
Iiurricane and Mr. Kenneth Hunte called me on the 
Monday afterwards. Now tell me where is the non- 
co-operation. 

The letter proceeded to say that the Government 
~lnderstood that I on my own behalf, had been dis- 

alld a t  half past two in the morning I got informatiorr 
irom the Police Commissioner about it. 

The Police Commissioner is the only person in 
the island who communicated with me. He told me 
that numbers of people are a t  the &in Guard and 
they would like to lulow from the Churchwarden of 
St. Michael something about shelters for them. 

At half-past three of the evening of that day I 
went around, got stores opened, obtained kerosene 
oli and other articles and put in the various shelters 
I had opened. I s  that not co-operating? I wlould like 
to see the storm carry you away before I would have 
to bow and scrape to you. As I was saying, I came 
out at  half-past three, put lanterns in the schools, and 
opened them. 

Mr. Chairman, I would never have made this 
speech if the Hon. Minister for Communications did 
llot say what he did. I am going to show you how 
lacking they are in imagination and ability in the 
illterest of the ~eop le .  

At half past four in the afternoon, on behalf of 
the St. Michael's Vestry, I got in  touch with Mr. 
H. 0. Emtage and I got the kerosene oil from his 
store to put in the lanterns. I can say these things 
because I do not kow-tow to members of the Govern- 
went. bet  me say that when Mr. Turner, the Acting 
Governor, was going on his usual rounds to the 
,cehools, all that faced him was that  Mottley was there 
already; he thought that it was "Kilroy"! Is that  
pot co-operating? 
10.00 p.m. 

The only people in  this country who would like 
to seem to have an interest in  the people of this 
colony are the Ministers, 'but that does not matter 

tributing clothing and food to people and that I was to me. The Minister of Communications' mind is like I causing discontent and friction in the island as a re- his face; whenever you find people who are prepared 
suit of doing that. If that caused discontent, let i t  to say that every other person is dishonest, you watch 
cause discontent. As I have said, that letter wa8 them. Whenever you find people who are prepared I written by Mr. Burrowes, the Financial Secretary. If 
the only thing I did wrong was to distribute food and 
clothing, then I put  my case in the hands of the peo- 
gle. When the Police Department called me, I was 
ready to co-operate with the Government. I was never 
asked one word by the Director of Agriculture. I will 
tell you what I have been asked since then. 

Eight days after the Hurricane, the Director of 
Medical Services wrote me a letter. He said that he 
~v'ould like to draw to my attention that there is a 
Hurricane and that he is going to send me some ban- 
dages, some pills ahd some tablets to give to the peo- 
ple. I already had nurses administering to the people 
at the 48 centres in  the parish. Is that not co-oper- 
ating? I know what I was not prepared to do; I was 
r~o t  prepared to bow and scrape to a Minister or 
anybody else. 

8 NOTIT, will you listen to this other matter. Nine 
I days after the Hurricane, which was a Saturday 

J morning. I got another fetter from another Govern- 
v e n t  official who was the Director of Education. He 

l then woke up to the fact that there had been a Hurri- 
cane ; he wrote that T was expected to keep the schools 

1 plea11 and that they would pay 17 cents an hour to 

1 
female labourers for cleaning them. I smiled at  that. 

1 We mere keeping the schools clean; and incidentally. 

I 
y e  were paying nothing to keep them clean. 'OlJ;e were 
rven asking the people sheltering in them to scrub 

i them. Before I bow and scrape to any of them, I hope 
God would take me out of this world. 

i Now, I am not speaking of Mottley, I am speak- 
ing of the St. Michael's Vestry. I have not enough t monelT to be able to do anvthing on my own. Despite 

I m-hat the law says, I found myself in a unique posit- I 

to sell their own selves and their freedom just be- 
cause they get a motor-car, watch them ; they will: 
never give anybody what is due to him. 

We had the 8cavenger Trucks to carry supplies 
to every school ; we realised that  the Governmenti 
eould not organise anything in a proper way for three 
diiys. For  three nights people in, 'every shelter in this 
parish had been fed. [Hon. C. E. TtLLlU: I n  Christ 
Church too.] I am glad to hear that. I am just de- 
fending the statement made by the Minister of Com- 
munications that the Parochial Authorities would not 
co-operate with the Government. 

For those three nights it was realised that until 
the Government could get its machinery into action 
i11 the ~ a r i s h  of St. Michael nothing could be done 
properly. I have not got to call any meeting; I am in 
a position to give relief without having to call any 
meeting. When I got that letter saying that I mss 
causing friction I knew what was happening in the 
other parishes ; I w1as sorry. This is what I would call 
foresight; I am not ashamed to let anybody know 
wllence T came. 

When on visiting the centres I found that peopl. 
mere given corned Ijeef, milk and bread. I realised 
that it was just to tide them over: but I found 
that the Government had been dishing out rice, milk 
and saltfish through their distributors. Unfortunately 
!.50/r or 90% of the people who suffered were from the 
lower walks of life. 

I realised that the Gwernment had made its 
b~pgest blunder. At evervone of the girls7 schools five 
a:ld six three-burner stoves were locked up and they 
l id not have the foresight to start and feed the peo- 
ple. You could not expect the Parochial Authorities 

ion in this may: a Rurricane is going to take place to spend money in comparison with the Government; 

1 
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and I had no idea of belittling any Government or 
causing friction; but your humble servant started 
the idea of feeding the people and asking people to 
carry food to these starving people. 

Is that saying that the Parochial Authorities 
ciid not co-operate with the Government? Let me say 
this: the Minister has said that they called a meeting 
in this island of the various Parochial Authorities 
and Churchwardens. Whether I like the Minister of 
Communications or not he has been elected by the 
people of this parish. Would i t  surprise hon. mem- 
Lers to know that as  Churchwarden of this parish I 
was never invited to that meeting t Why ?. Because I 
was feeding the people and cutting against the Gov- 

Just real love in my heart for my country and my 
people has made me that. 

Now, what is happening? You have a Hurri- 
cane a few days ago. I must draw this to the Hon. 
Minister 'S attention: i t  has been drawn to my notice 
that some of the people who are going around putting 
up  the houses, although they are being paid by the 
Government, are asking and demanding money from 
the people. That is a state of d a i r s  to which a stop 
page should be put. That I know is a fact. 

The Hon. Minister of Works and Housing has 
broken down his expenditure to make i t  $590,000 
The one important fact that the Hon. Minister has 
not seen--does the Hon. Minister realise that in the 

crnment. 
Hon. Mr. ~ e n n e f h  Eunte asked me whether I 

.c?.culd like to distribute the coupons; I consented on 
thc conditions 1 suggested. 1 have not asked for Pay- 
ment for a staff; we asked for ~olunteers. Why have 
I not been summoned? 

But you have people whose minds cannot rise 
higher than [A MEMBER: Than what?] You have 
I eople whose minds cannot rise [Laughte~] . 

F a r  be i t  from me when my brothers are suffer- 
ing and when I see women barely clad and sleeping 
on floors and their homes in  match wood to stand 
aside and do not ~ i v e  of my best. When I saw the 
r~ isery  a t  St. Barna'bas Church, when I saw women 
and children crying, what w w  I to do? Mr. Deane 
and M i .  George Ward had given something on Thurs- 
day night a n d x i d a y  morning while the officials were 
saying you must tell us  the number of people and 
what-not. 
10.10 p.m. 

m e n  I went to St. Barnabas and saw the con- 
&ion under which people were living, do you  thin^ 
I could call a Vestry meeting? Now, I realise that 
the man who ought to have been responsible wc~nld 
have been the Minister of Social Services. I waut tci 
say this: Mr. Chairman, the Hon. Minister of IT-orks 
and Housing has talked about Vestries not helping. 
Up to last night I visited St. Paul's school, a m  the 
~ e o p l e  sheltering there said that they had got no 
rations since Thursday. 

I am not so narrow, so ugly in mind as some of 
the 8overnment7s Ministers. I would say that your 
bystem broke down. When I saw people sleeping 
on the cement, I asked Bdiffusion Ltd. to advertise 
for blankets. [A VOICE: What about sheets?] I 
say &?amkets; the Ministers may think I want the 
sheets for beddings. I was getting my friends to carry 
u p  stores t o  St. Barnabas on behalf of the parish 
of St.  Michwl. 

NOW, what is the real position? I said that i 
would not work in a Hurricane Relief Organisation 
in  which people knew nothing about what they w e r  
doing. I n  a Hurricane i t  means this: somebody musl 
have a measure of authority; and (I am saying thiq 
for the information of honourable members) accord- 
i ~ ~ g  to the law in this Country. that authority is vest- 
ed in every Churchwarden in  this island. Any 
Churchwarden i n  this Island who refuses on that 
occasion to act is guilty of an  offence. It is a solem? 
duty to act and the law goes on to tell you how 
he can get back the money expended in the particu- 
lar  circumstan~es. 

I said in the beginning of my speech that th. 
p e a t  pity was that you have not got men of fore- 
s ~ g h t  and ability.1 have not got to m& any pozi! 
tical issue of this. Look me over, Mr. Chairman; 
think of me in  life for all these years; thinlr 
of me as the brunt of the present Labour Par ty ;  do 
not think of me in connection with any Hurricane. 

parish of St. Michael one of the biggest problems was 
sanitation? Does the Hon. Minister realii; that if 
your sanitary affairs had not 'been given adequ&te 
~t ten t ion  you would have had epidemic? Did the 
Hon. Minister take time off to see that the Hurri- 
cane Relief Committees were not co-operating with 
the trucks which go out into the streets with over 
120 men to clear the streets? 

Thank God everybody in  the Country is not like 
the Hon. Minister of Works and Housing! He would 
like to relegate the people of Bridgetown to the limbo 
of things forgotten. 

Would the Hon. Minister say that taking tree$ 
off peoples' houses and all the things we did is nc.: 
co-operating? When you consider such things, would 
you say that we were not co-operating? There were 
over 300 men working in  Bridgetown and within 10 
days the streets were cleared. Of course we have nct 
got our figures yet. 

The Hon. Minister walks about u t t e r i ~ g  hls 
nasty, slanderous remarks; I dare suppose he wa.: 
waiting to see if the Churchwarden wfas going to sell 
lumber. Thank God I do not have to pilfer and ljv, 
off people. 

What you want is someone with brains. You 
have had your Hurricane; you want your policy now. 
All your elementary schools closed; they have beck1 
60 for the last eight days. I say this, and  I say i t  fear- 
lessly: I am going to speak for St. Michael; I offer 
the Government this suggestipn. Your greatest di6- 
c d t y  now is to cope with the children in the %hods. 
Your children should be in  schools between nowo and 
next Monday. I would prefer, however, to  see the 
children in the churches; i t  would be more practical 
ohristianity. 
10.20 p.m. 

The Minister of Education is not with us ;  he is 
ill, therefore, there can be no criticism of him. 1 got 
i n  tol~~ch with the Department of Education and 
suggested to them that there were people in  the St. 
Matthews Boys7 and Girls' Schools and that we could 
take them from there and use the Friendship Play- 
ing Field Pavilion to house them. I do not see the 
riecessity for having tents. Is that not co-operating? 

The children should go back to  schooi. There was 
r, report issued which you have i n  your possession 
that the Church Village Girls7 School was unfit for 
human habilitation ; but that School is still standing 
up. I suggested to the Department of Education to 
remove some of the people from the Schools round 
about there and put  them in the Church Village 
Girls7 School. I also suggested that  you acquire the 
Churcb HOW which is only uised far the purpose of 
meetings, and 1 suggested that some of the peoprt! 
could also be put there. 

More conducive to smitation and health is the 
Princess Alice Playing Field. All I ask the Minister 
to do is to down there, put  two sheds on tlie Aeld 

h -&ere you will be able to house the men tha t  are in 
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the shelters and you can put  the women and children 
in  the Pavilion. You want people with ability and 
with foresight to tell you these things. 

I am going to tell you now that you can S! 
the children back to school by next week; and you 
need not wait to get them back into school all a t  the 
same time. y o u  do not need to have Emergency Regu- 
lations to get them back into school; you just need 
m e t  reasoning and the right people to make your 
approach. 

I cannot imagine the Hon. Ninister of Social Ser- 
vices failing to approach anybody on this subject. 
This is what I have seen done in other countries; you 
nail one out of ten boaras, you put  on your galvan- 
ized sheets and you have your temporary shed 
erected. 

I am maintaining that to say that the Vestries 
are not co-operating is cruel and wicked; it is a very 
bad thing to say. As I have said, if for some reason 
the Hon. Minister of Communicatios dislikes Vestry- 
men or dislikes me, I just want to tell him when I have 
auything to say about the Director of Agriculture, 
the Director of Education or the Minister of Social 
Services I just am going to say i t ;  and I have no 
animosity for them. If I have any criticism to  make 
a,bout a public officer I make it, and I think it is the 
duty of that officer to forget all about it. Can you 
imagine the Financial Secretary  honing me to dis- 
cuss matters pertaining to the Hurricane and I be- 
ing such a fool as not, to attend the meeting? I say 
that the one person conneded with the Ministry who 
phoned me about matters relating to  the Hurricane 
\%as Mr. Charles Springer. 

Actually from the statistics, there are lesrj houses 
klown down in St. Michael than in Christ Church, 
Zut you have more homeless in  St. Michael than in 
Christ Church. Now, they have a Red Cross Centre 
a t  Queen's College. Up to to-day, all that has been 
offered to the Vestry of St. Idicha~l  from the Minis- 
t ry  of Social Welfare is half the side of a cow to feed 
the people. That is all;  and it is the cooking of food 
hy the Vestry of St. Michael for the homeles that 
was causing the friction between the Government and 
the Vestry. 

Jealousy has a greater depth than the grave. You 
have to be 'born with brains to have commonsense. 
You cannot rub your head against somebody over- 
right and think you have brains. You must be able 
t o  use your imagination and your creative ability. 

Sir, I feel, under the circumstances, big enough 
t o  repeat what I said on the first occasion. You have 
started to put back the people's houses. Do you think 
anybody will come in this House and say YOU had no  
rl'ght to start spending this money until you came 
l e r e ?  That is nonsense. Nobody besides the MinisGrs 
wauld want you at this time to spend one cent on the 
people without official red tape. The Vestry of St. 
Biichael through me called for volunteers to help do 
something and to help feed the people, but you are 
saying that I am doing it for political reasons. Is 
that not unkind ? 

Now, sir, I have heard the Hon. Minister of Corn 
munications making the statement that they were now 
going to give the homeless $5 per week by  way of 
coupon rations. I have been asked to distribute thesc 
coupons, but they say that the Vestry of St. Michael 
is not co-operating. Do you know the reason why 
they say that the Vestry is not co-operating? It is 
because I do not condone with men like the Final:- 
cial 'Secretary just running around smoking cigar- 
ettes and then getting an  M.B.E. for doing the work, 
when the people who are doing the work are the I n  
spectors, the Clerks, and such people. That is what 

they do ; they get people like Mr. Chase and tell him : 
"You did a fine job. " They push people like him and 
the Governor says: "You did a fine job". That doea 
not work with me. 

I have been asked to distribute ration coupons 
on behalf of the Government. I have to be very care- 
ful. I told my Secretary to lock them u p  in the safe 
because some of the Ministers might say I tried to  
convert them into money. 
10.30 pm. 

I am not saying that you have not done the best, 
but I ask you this: why have you never asked me to 
attend one meeting of the Churchwardens? You cac 
bring anybody; I have an  opinion and I @l express 
it. I will keep back this meeting until you listen to 
what I have to say. I was not invited to the meeting; 
I repeat that the majority of the people whose bwes 
have been blown down are drawn fram &he lower 
category. 

You have a green ticket and 30% of the people 
who lost their homes get $5.W a week. a s  you would 
give a man with a smaller lamily. If I was a t  that 
meeting I would have said, "Give a green ticket for 
$5.00 a week for a man with a small family, but give 
a different tickef when you come to a man with~five, 
six and seven children." What honourable member, 
if he had been invited to that meeting, would not have 
mid that? 

I had to remove from a centre back to the In- 
firmary, a woman who had just given birth t o  a child. 
I say if you give a man with a small family $5.00 
a week then you should give the other people more 
than tha,t; that is the suggestion although they may 
not like it. I cannot imagine your calling a meet. 
Ing of the Churchwardens and not inviting me! 

I n  such a calamity whether you be rich or poor, 
white or black, you must be affected. I am going 
to say this: when you say that in  the circumstancee 
the only thing they can do is to divide the island into 
four parts and let the Ministers take charge, in my 
opinion that is a rank political move. The difference 
between the Hon. Minister and myself is that I have 
the brains enough to do something and he has not 
got brains enough to do anything. 

The Ministers wiI1 appreciate that all of thev  
have passed 21 years and they know human nature. 
I object to the statement as to the lumber which has 
gone out to the various parishes; I do not know if it 
is a wilful lie, but I know as a-faet that i t  is not true. 
I a prepared to say that and His Honour the Speak- 
er knows it is not true that the lumber which has gone 
out is in charge of the Chairmen of the various E u r  
ricane Relief Committees. 

Mr. SPEAKER : On a point of Order. I do not 
know the workings of individual Hurricane Relief 
Committees; I know about the working in  the parish 
which I have the honour to represent. 

Mr. E. D. MOCTThEY: Are you really not awam 
that the lumber in  the parishes is not in  charge o? 
the Hurricane Relief Committees? I heard the st?t?- 
ment made that i t  m not true to say that the Hur- 
ricane Relief Committees were in  charge of this stuff 

I saw in  the Press as a release from the Govern 
ment that the Housing Board was i n  charge of the 
rehabilitation in one half of the island and the Pub- 
lic Wmorks Department was in  charge of the re~abil i -  
tation of the other half of the island. I n  the par~shes 
of St. Michael and Christ Church they had actually 
undertaken surveys, aXi3 in other parishes the ma 
terial was in charge of the Hurricane Relief Com- 
mittee. That was denied to-night by the Ministtsr of 
Commnnications. I just wanted you to verify whether 
it was so in your parish, 



As f m  as I am concerned of this $590,000 none i-lurricme four or five days after it was passed. Im- 
of it seems k have anything to do with Health. i agine! You had a Hurricane; on the following morn- 
10.4 pm. 

The Hon. Minister of Health will be able to ap- 
preciate, more than any other Minister, that in a 
matter of this sort, xour greatest danger lies in poor 
sanitation and non-observance of the elementary 
principles of hygiene. I visited a certain quarter and 
found that every door was closed; and the pathetic 
fact about i t  was that I had to address some of the 
teachers who were put in charge, advising them that 
they should keep the flaps down and the doors! open. 

Speaking now, not as tLe Churchwarden of St. 
Michael, I wish to say that the money is being spent 
<in the health of this parish; the Commissioners have 
not got it. If you do not want to vote it when the 
time comes, do not vote it. I am telling you that 

,a? 
it does not make any difference to me. Every vouch- 
er can bLe seen; everything has been appropriately 
done. If you do not want to vote the money, I 
repeat, do not vote it. 

There is one particular criticism I have to make 
bere a t  this point, and I hope that tlie Hon. Minister 
of Health will bear me out- On the question of 
innoculations (f  am speaking at the risk of being 
told that you are playing doctor) 1 received a letter 
from the Director zf  Medical Services asking me or 
telling me that the District Nurses should g0 around 
and innoculate or inject, in other words, the people 
&t the several centres against typhoid. 

;Now with the greatest respect to the Director of 
Nedical Services I, as a layman, object to it on the 
g~ounds that there is no means of sterilisation at 

ing you find that there are some six hundred people 
h shelters; eight days after a man wrote down to 
the Commissioners of Health and told them that they 
would have to put toilets for the people; and eight 
more days after he told you that you have to put 
toilet paper. That is the kind of Director of Nedical 
Services that we have. 
10.50 p.m. 

Eight d ~ y s  after the Storm he told me that I 
must get toilet paper and something about washing 
the churehes ou t  Tt is no wonder that the Govern- 
ment is bankrupt of brains. That is the kind of 
thing with which you have to put up. You hear one 
official lamenting and the only thing which is annoy- 
ing him is that he sees the unwashed and unwanted 
coming to him. He says t h k  is not the place for 
them, get them out. 

Mr. Chairman, that is as  true as the gospel; it is 
as true as John 336. They are some people who 
were &mall and aloft by certain circum- 
btances, and becram of that they have become so 
great that they feel that the lowly cannot come near 
1, them. They are not me some of us who are easily 
approachable. Sir, 1 just like to know that I am 
able to help people. There are some people who 
lcok like me who carnot stand the unwashed and 
unwanted; they cannot mix with them. There are 
some people who do not know how to walk with 
Kings and not lose the co-on touch. 

Mr. Chairman, it is pathet i~  to think that when 
you go to the Village School you 

those centres; and take the same and push see four or six three-burner stovw, and the people 
it into one Person after another is in my 'pinion, are in that centre are unable to them. I am I not sanitary procedure. The Hon. Minister of Health ,re that Your Honour win[ wee with me when I 
knows that in the ~nited%Ctes of America they will Bay that if you bad gone to that school would 
aend up a tray with some 50 needles and another tray ,re +]ling to use the solience 
with 50 fresh needles will follow after the first 50 I equipment to start your own Coolring for the 2eople 
needles have been used. I t  was thought that it would 
be a better idea for them to go to the homes of the 

_I" Beveral doctors concerned where the principle of 
sterilisation would 'be observed. 

InnocuIation without that process would be 
something that I would -t for my child. The 
other Hon. Ministers would have sense enough to 
know this and would not like it for These 
people are in the unfortunate position that they are 
in;  but they should not have this th-t upon them 
because of that. 1 hope that that will '& brought to 
the notice of the =irector of Health and Medical 
Services and see that it ceases. 

If I go to a doctor, me abetor knows that I can 
also read cat. After a doctor has graduated he goes 
on reading and 1 can do the same. However, I chal- 
lenge any Hon. Minister to get up and say tonight 
that he would allow his people, whether they are 
positive or not, to have a needle injected into them 

R under such circumstances. 
I suppose that the public can still see what we 

'nave done. I on bnehalf of the Ve,qtry of St. 
Michael to continue to feed the people, the starving 
people. We have been fee'ding 600 people before 
the Hurricane; we shall continue to feed them. 

We have had a Hurricane ; you have some people 
who have suffered; you have rot to understand the 
leople of Barliados. S'peaking by way of illustration, 
you had a man who had an aunt to whom he used to 
pive a meal; but that man is sufferinv so now that he 
loannot afford to give that meal to his aunt. 

CaTl upon vonr Director of Education. If 1 
-% 

Tere in the Government I would fire a lot of people, 
because some of them woke up feeling that you had a 

than to come in here for ~ ~ 0 0 , ~  just to give them 
beef and bisouits. If you had done that you 

would have spent less. 
Finally, I contend that all along I offered you 

I take You in public and You 
stand condemned. I am suggesting to the Hon. 
Minister of Social Services that you make every effort 
tc get school children back into school. I n  my capa- 
(:ity as Church~arden of St. Miehael, I suggest to You 
strongly that You use 'Iie Princess 
Field, Friendship Playing Field, the Church House 
and the Chnrch Villagg Girls' School which is vacant 
tc~ house the people wb.hdZre sheltering in the schools. 
There are f+%?veral other piacm which I know can be 
used for that purpm- 

Another one is the Children Goodwill League 
building. Do not let the children run about any 
longer. I am saying that eveV ~!hool in this parish 
should be opened for school on Monday next. 

I offer to you-the motor f r u c h  of the Scavenging 
Department of St;;' Michael to aid in the removal of 
the people from the schools to those places which I 
5ave mentioned. DO not sit d o m  and a y  that you 
are giving the homeTess-$5 per week. Get the peo- 
ple back into their homes. 

I understand that tents are coming to house the 
people. I am saying that if You put UP tents a t  the 
Princess kliw Playing ne ld ,  they are not going to 
beme as well as if you erect a temporary shed. 

k t  me again say that your biggest headache 
'tonight should be to get school children !jack into 
school by Monday; allowing them to stay out of schml 
:~ould be for the people to go back in 
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churches and the schools cleared for school than to 
allow the children to stay from school. 

On the Sunday night after the Hurricane, I 
saw the priest of St. Mary7s keeping service with the 
reople sheltering in the Church boiling chocolate; 
there is nothing wrong with that: it is a gateway to 
heaven to do that; that is practical Christianity. 

Opposite to that, I saw in a Church in  Christ 
a who had eight children seeking 

refuge there. It was service time and the ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~  
was holding service with ten people in the choir 

Ohe child of this to run 
around during the keeping of service and the Sexton 
gowled at it. I thought it Was most unkind- The 
Tlioman along with her eight children was put out of 
Church for the Minister to hold service for ten people. 
J told the H ~ ~ ~ .  !,finister of Agriculture about th? 
matter. If that sort of thing had happened in s t .  
~ i ~ h ~ ~ l ,  I have caught that priest afire; that 
7s ~ h y  the people in St. Michael like me. 
11.00 p.m. 

I said to myself that I would have caught tht: 
Minister afire; I would have told him everything that 
was coming to him gene'alogically and otherwise; I 
would have reminded him of whence he came. 

Mr. Acting Chairman, I feel that this is a matter 
in which we should pull our weight; i t  is a matter in 
which the condemnation against other Vestries is 
unwarranted. I feel that this is an occasion wheu 
the Ministers should have taken into their confidence 
every representative of the people whether he was a 
member of their Party or not. 

I cannot imagine how Ministers of the Govern- 
ment c m  stand up  for Party Politics in this catastro- 
phe; they keep the knowledge of things from non- 
members of the Party;  I say so, I feel so, and I ~ n o v  
SO. 

Do you think that if you had called upon tht: I hon. senior member for St. John that he would no: 
1 have come in?  There are times when you must drop 

politics and work for the common good of tht 
people of the community. Whatever you think of mp 
1 will still offer my co-operation; i t  is true that some 
of them would not want i t  a t  all. Some people are 
lost. 

~t is unfortuna,te for us that in a matter of thiL 
sort the son. premier is indisposed; because, stub 
born as he is, he is not a fool like some of the Minis- 
ters-by no stretch of the imagination. Although 
he might not accept suggestions publicly, he will work 
on them privately; but they are certain Ministers 
who, because of their ill-feeling, impoliteness and 
hardness of heart cannot rise above petty-politics. 
This is not the occasion on which to play politics at 
all. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I shall begin by that 
not in any way attempt to lower the dignity 

of this House by descending to the gutter-hole lan- 
I guage which has been used by the hon. member who 

has just sat down. I have always heard that the best 
method of defence is to attack, and this is one time 
when I am going to prove to this House in  no uncer- 
tain manner that the hon. member, realising the mis- 
take he has made in  not co-operating with the Gov- 
ernment in the distribution of food and other things 
i n  this parish as  other Churchwardens or Chairme. 
of the Hurricane Relief Committees in the variou* 
parishes have done? has made an attempt to justify 
himself in his unwillingness to co-operate. 

What has hqvened?  W all have the Hurricane 
Relief pamphlet which was issued since 1952. I n  that 
pamphlet the member has said long ago that 

you will see that the Social Welfare Officer nas i a  
charge of this Organisation. 

I am sure that the hon. senior member for thc 
City could not show this House where i t  was cgrc~ci 
that the Social Welfare Officer should be ill charge 
of this Organisation. I do not want to say one word 
more tO-night. 

The arrangements were that the Vestries of the 
various parishes would recommend to the Govern- 
ment the names of their various members whom the.? 
wanted to serve as members of the Hurricane Relief 
Committee. The Chairman of that Committee in the 
majority of cases is the Churchwarden. This is how 
it reads; I quote from the pamphlet of 1952 which 

out the duties of the committees. 

"The Director of Agriculture is responsible for 
org&ni&g the food and fuel distribution throughout 
the island and to Government institutions where the 

of contact Occurs. The wrsomel 
of the Department of Science and Agriculture except 
Peasant Agricultural Instructors will proceed to the 
Department of Agriculture where the Director of 
Agriculture will h in administrative control. 

"The distribution in  the emergency stage is bas- 
ed on a two day ration for Parochial Authorities. 

Protection will be provided for the food lorries 
and any food depots by the Police or Barbados &g;- 
ment. 

Arrangements have been made for thirty lorries 
to operate under the food and fuel distribution organ- 
isation. 

When the immediate task is completed each 
lorry will be available for the collection of any food 
supplies that may be landed a t  Seawell or droppod 
by air. The provisional dropping points are Com- 
bermere School grounds and the Savaimah. 

The Director of Agriculture will arrange with 
Parochial Committees the centres to which the fond 
lorries be sent. 

I n  the event of a cautionary Signal being g,' 'wen 
i t  will be entirely a t  the discretion of the Directur 
of Agriculture whether or not he will send out any 
~ u ~ ~ l i e s  before the storm and he will notify parochial 
Chairmen his intentions." 
11-10 Pm. 

Before this Hurricane came on us, on the 7th of 
July, 1955, copies of a letter Were Sent to the Several 
c h i r m e n  of the Hurricane Relief Committees. The 
text of the letter is as fOuows: 

Department of Science and Agriculture, 
P.O. BOX 505, 

"Dear Sir, 
I should be grateful if you would inform me as 

soon as possible whether, in the event of a cautionary 
warning being issued (1) you will be in  a p o ~ i t i < , ~  
to arrange to send immediately on request two motor 
lorries to this office to collect the agreed quota ot 
essential food supplies, or (2) would you expect me 
to arrange for the necessary transport to the destin. 
et.on you specify? 

(2) If  you propose to send the necessary 
from your end, as was agreed 

the better arrangement, I would you to note 
following points :- 

(a) As soon as you receive the necessary 
cautionary warning, you should arrange for th(, 
necessary lorries to report to you immediately and 
then should communicate with the oacer-in- 
charge at this and 8sk for directions as to 
whether the lorries should at once to this 
office or stand b'y and await instructions. Telephone 
NO,. are 2413, 3623band 2414. 

~t is that the weakness of 
arrangement is that telephone communications may 



break down; in that event you should despatch 101 
ries forthwith to this office; 

(b) You should arrange for two men to 
accompany each lorry as loaders; 

(c) You should arrasge for a Police Guard 
to accompany the lorries one on each if they are 
travelling separately. 

(d) You should send a tarpaulin to cover 
the supplies. 

(e) Blank Forms of Request for the pro 
posed food supplies will be despatched to you r i .  
advmee. You should issue a signed Form of Bequest 
to the person in charge of each lorry and instruct 
him to hand it on arrival, to the officer-in-charge a+ 
this office. 

(f) The entrance to this office is in Crump- 
ton Street. 

I should be obliged if you would reply on the 
' attached Form as early as possible and at the samt 

time make such observations on these proposals a.: 
you may desire." 

Yours faithfully, 
C. C. SKEETE, 

Director of Agriculture 
The Chairmen, 

Hurricane Relief Committees 
All Parishes. 

Mr. D. 8. wiles spoke to Mr. Innis8 of thfi 
Department of Science and Agriculture who explain. 
ed that Mr. Redman, Clerk to the Vestry stated that 
a reply to. that letter had been sent. An exhausti re 
search was m ~ d e  at the Department of Science and 
Agriculture which revealed no trace of the reply. Oa 
the morning of the Hurricane Mr. H. 0- Ramay 
telephoned to the hon. member to ask where to send 
food; Mr. Inniss said that Mr. Mottley declared that 
Hurricane Relief was a matter for the Director of 
Agriculture and the Social Welfare Officer. He also 
suggested that Mr. Ramsay should get in touch with 
~ r .  Redman. Mr. &say attempted to get Mr. Red- 
man on the phone and was told he was on holiday- 

Now, a similar lette'=, Mr. Chairman, sent 
Y by the Director of Education. As I pointed out 

earlier, in so far as the distribution of food is con- 
cerned, that responsibility rests upon the Director of 
Agriculture; and where shelter and clothing is con 
cerned, that rests upon the Director of Eduzation. 
Following is the text of the letter :- 

Department of Education, 
23rd June, 1955. 

Re HURRICANE RELIEF ORGANISATION 
(Shelter and Clothing) 

Dear Sir, 
I am proposing to write my Report on the 

Organisation in my Division during the firat week 
of July and I am, therefore, asking you to let me 
have by the 7th of July, 1955, full details of the 
Food and Clothing Organisation in your parish." 

Then he suggested the various shelters etc. 
9- "In making your returns I should be grateful 

if you would wt out your information as fully as 
possible. This will assist me in filing and collecting 
the cletails you have sent in. As in former years, I: 
will arrange for mobile relief workers with cars to 
operate from ErdSston College; Mr. A. Roberts, a 
member of the College, will be in charge. I will 
also establish a central clothing department in 
Bridgetown, probably at Queen's College as in 19%. 

"I shall be grateful if you will bear in mind 
the date mentioned in the first paragraph of this 
letter so that the information may reach me in good 
time in order to facilitate preparation of the Report 

yi for transmission to the Honourable the Chief S&- 
retary . 

E. C.  M. THEOBALDS, 
Acting Director of Education. " 

(Sent to the ClerQ of the vestries in all 
parishes.) 

Now, it is common knowledge that some of us 
have short memories. This is on the 28th of Sep- 
tember, 1955: 

"The Honourable Premier; (This is Mr. Theo 
balds' writing.) 

"In accordance with inqtruabioq from the 
P.S.M.W. I enclose a copy of a circular sent to the 
Clc-rk of the Veatry of each parish inviting them 
to organise for a pmsible hurricane.'' 

Iieplies were received from St. Andrew, St. John, 
St. George Bt. Joseph and St. Philip. 
11.20 p.m. 

I waij saying not long ago that it has always 
bccn said by the honourable member who has just 
spoken that the memory of the people is very short, 
but lt is not as &ort as he thinks it is. The hon- 
nurable m e m k  tried to impress upon the House 
tndily that he was willing to co-operate with thu 
Government but nobody called on him. He even 
went % far as to state that at a meeting held on 
Wednesday 28th to discuss the distribqtion of 
coupons we refused to call him because i t  was 
kuown that he was on the opposite side of the 
Government. He went on to s,ay that a lot will be 
done although the Government is guilty of not 
bringing into its fold certain people who are not 

its party but who have the necessary ex 
perience. 

NOW, this is the positioq: on the 7th July last, 
the Director of Agriculture wrote to the Chairman 
of the Hurricane Relief Committees and asked 
them to inform him as soon possible in the 
event of a cautionary warning of what they would 
be able do in th way of organisation for food 
supplies to be ~ n t  t/o ce~.tr.es. No reply w'as 
received from the parish of St. &ichael; and on 
the 30th July, the Director vnote to the Church- 
warden of St. =chael as Chaimall of the Hur- 
,;cane &fief co&ttee =king him, for a reply 
to the letter of the 7th july. 

M,. E. D. MOTTLEY: Do not say tht the 
nlrector of +gricultpre wrote to me. I was never 
~ - , ~ 3 ~ ~ ~ ~  of the ~ ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~  =,ief committee. 
the honourable member is saying that he wrote t o  
the Churchwarden of St. Michael that is alright; 
I was never Chairman of the Hurricane Relief 
Committee. 

If you iook at the records of the Vestries you 
will find that all Chyrchwardens are not Chairmen 
of the Hurricme Relief Committees. I have al- 
ways decliued from serving in that capacity; and 
3rom the first meeting at which Mr. Barton, Mlsq 
Arne and other officials were present. 

Hon. M. E. COX: He is now admitting that 
he declined from co-operating, %U% earlier he came 
in here and said that the Government refused td  
bring him in became he was of a Merent political 
party. He now says that he has alwap declined 
from ~ r v i n g  on the Hurricane Relief Committee 
end will always do so as long as the Social Welfare 
Officer has anythkg tb do with it. 

I am saying that no reply was received! from 
the Chairman of the Hurricane Relief Committee 
for St .  Michael; and as I have said, the Church- 
wardea of each parish is usrially the Chairman of 
the aurricane Relief Committee for the particular 
parish. 

As I pointed out*' the Director of Agriculture 
vi-ote to the honourable senior member for the 
City asking him as Chairman of the Rurricane 
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Relief Committee for St. Michael to give the letter 
of the 7th July, his earliest attention. As no reply 
was received from St. Echael, the Director of Agri- 
culture reported i t  to the Acting Governor and on the 
following day as a result of telephone communica- 
tions with the Clerk of St. Michael's Vestry from 
the Chief Secretary's office about the matter the 
Clerk of the St. bIichae17s Vestry said that the reply 
from St. Michael had been posted. 

That reply was not received by the Director of 
Agriculture and the Department communicated with 

I 

the Clerk of the Vestry who promised that he would 
forward a duplicate. He also added that as he was 
going on leave he would not Ije able to complete the 

i reply form until he returned. At that time there 
I were storms threatening the Caribbean area. Yet the 
! honourable senior member made no attempt to get 

1 the Hurricane Relief Committee functioning. 
This was the reply from the Clerk of the S. 

Michael's Vestry: "When I come baek from my hol- 
I iday, I will try and fix up some sort of reply." That 
1 gentleman is still on holiday. No reply had been re- 
l 
l 

ceived from that Body up to the 22nd of September 
when the cautionary warning was issued. 

On the morning of the hurricane, the Office 

i Superintendent of the Department of Agriculture, 
~elephoned the honourable senior member for txe 
City and spoke to him personally requesting inform- 
ation as to the shelters to which emergency food 
supplies should be sent. Tfie, honourable member 
referred the Office Superintendent to a. Redman. 
This Officer telephoned Mr. Redman's residence and 
the reply which he received was tm lb. Redman 
was on leave at the C~ane.  The Department of 
Agriculture has not since heard-from the St. Michael 
Hurricane Relief Committee. 

By the evening of the Bznd September, there were 
hundreds of homelw people congregated in churches, 
schools, etc. who had received no food. On Friday, 
rclief work in St. Michael was carried on in a sort 
of ad h00 bba8is ; and in order to bring some measures 
of relief to the parish, Mr. L. A. Chase :{and ths 
Acting Social Welfare Omer,  Mrs. Vaughan were 
asked to undertake the organisation of food dktribu- 
tion in the parish. 

Mr. Chairman, anyone listening to the honourable 
member's statement, his harangue, his attacks, his 
abusive and his nasty expressions would believe that 
hp made every ~oasible effort to co-operate with the 
Government in seeing that the people of this parish 
znd the City received food and the naessary supplies 
to be given to them during the Hurricane. 

What does this reveal? It reveals the honour-- 
able member was running arcund at that late stage 
playing cheap politics and telling the people that the 
Gdvernment had done nothing to provide food for 
them but that he on his own had taken money out of 
his own pocket or out of the Vestry, withoat even the 
authority of the other of the vestrF and 
was helping them- with food. 

Mr. E. D. M ~ T ~ L , E ~ :  Mr. chairman, I rise on 
a point of order' I never said any thing. I 
just want the member that I 
never told anybody that I gave them something out of 
my pocket. I am unable to do that; I am not like 
him. 

Hon. M. E- COX: What has the honourable 
member said? He Comes into this Rouse today7 he 
does not know what was sald earlier, and stralght off 
hand he accuses me of saying that these Vestries were 
were not co-operating I never said such a thing. 

I was accused of playing politics bv the honour- 
able junior member for the C'ity. 1 objected to the 

statement made about my playing politics and went 
on to say that if it were so, the Parochial Authori- 
ties wouldnever be in charge of the Hurricane Relief 
Organisation because I knew, personaJJY speaking 
that they were diametrically opposed to the labour 
Government. 

Of course, the honourable senior member for the 
City is in an  area where people congregate around 
his office receive certain information, and then ga 
before the courts and swear that such and such a 
thing took place a t  such pIace and date although not 
'being present when the incident occurred. That is 
an area is noted for that kind of thing. 

The honourable member comes in here with his 
readiness and eagerness to vent the spleen and 
pwegm which can only emanate from a diseased 
stomach on people the latchet of whose shoes he is 
unworthy of unloosing. 

This is the letter which was sent to the Chairman 
~ . f  the Hunicane Relief Committee for the parish of 
St. Michael. I t  reads as follows - 

The Churchwarden, 
Parish of St. Michael. 

Sir, 
I am directed to refer to previous clorre- 

spondence particularly from the Director of 
Agriculture and the Director of Education 
seeking your co-operation in respect of hurricane 
relief to be adminktered by the Hurricane Re- 
lief Organisation set u p  by the Government. I n  
other parishes the Organisation has been able to  
work through the several parochial Hurricane 
Relief Committees and this arrangement has 
saved unnecessary duplication of effort and 
supplies. As it is understood that you are offer- 
ing relief to persons who have been rendered 
in need by the hurricane, I am to ask if in the 
inlerests of all concerned you would be willing, 
in the aiffiiult circumstances that face the Island, 
to work under the aegis of the Hurricane Relief 
Organisation which is the official body through 
which Government supplies and those obtained 
from the RerCross and other Governments are 
'being distributed. 

I am, etc., 
1;1.30 p.m. 

Is there any truth in what is said that we are 
saying he is giving women too many dresses, and 
children shoes and things of that sort? None what- 
soever; but the honourable member comes in at  a 
late hour and tries to mislead this House and the 
public: in general that we were criticising his helping 
poor people at  this crucial moment. 

What is the position? The position is that soon 
after the Hurricane passed us, I go{; around as far 
as I possibly could to see the conditions existing in 
the parish. 1 am afraid that I was not able to visit 
any of the 0 t h ~  parishes at the time, but I can 
assure the Committee that I have visited all the 
parishes with the exception of St. Peter and St. 
Lucy in which very little, if any damage was done. 
In  St. Lucy six houses were damagcd. five of which 
were rehabilitated by the although the 
members for that parish were askintr for rations for 
l,OOO. 

On my investigation at  these centres, I found 
that there was absolutely no food or provision for 
food. I immediately got in touch with the Acting 
Chief Secretary, and reported the matter, and I said 
that if 1 had to pay for it 1 would see that at least 
some of the people got food even if i t  took me untiI 
12 o'clock. I roused some shopkeepers and I carried 
some rations to five of these centres ; I ended up a:  
two o'clock in the Methodist Church in My Lorde 
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Hill. I left St. Barnabas a t  12.30 and I am sur- 
prised to hear that the honourable member went to 
that Church after. 

The honourable senior member for the City said 
that the Acting Governor told him he had been do- 
ing a good job but that the whole difficulty was that 

I n  addition to that, the Acting Governor and the 
Chief Secretary were responsible for  the distribution 
of food to the various centres for ths people. As 1 
have said before, that did not come under the 
authority of any Minister. They went around an6 
got lrlng of dleyne,  Arthur Co. to OPeS 
his store and they had 48 cases or corned beef; I 
got the Biscuit Factory to open their premises and 
took a quantity of cartons of biscuits to the villages 
a n d  tried to distribute them as fa r  as they could go. 
I heard that the honourable senior member for  the 
City had not long passed by and distributed some- 
thing there and went to other places; but there were 
still many shelters i n  which people were housed and 
for whom no provision was made so f a r  as rations 
were concerned. 

I n  the course of a debate in this House the hon- 
'wable senior member for the City said that he was 
not prepared to that he was not prepared 
to sit on any Committee with any South African 
Fump. 

Mr. E.  D- MOTTLEY: On a point Order- 
  he honourable member knows that he is a stranger 
t o  the t ruth when he said that. 

Hon. M. E- The records show that 
I am right. 

E- D. The mem- 
ber has said that I was not prepared to co-operate; 
did he not MY soy 1 objected to that because it is 
not true 

Hoi M. E. COX: That is there in the records 
of the Debates in this House, if the honourable 
member does not get it cut out. He said that he 
was not prepared to co-operate. 
11.40 p.m. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: That is a lie; I never 
said that I was not going to co-operate. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I am accustomed to abuse. 
I thrive on abuse. If a man knew better he would 
be better. Cheap words are easy to find anywhere; 
in  a garbage can, for instance; but for  pleasact 
words you have to seek for  them somewhere else. 

The honourable senior member for  the City .has 
said on the floor of this House that he is not work- 
Ing with any South African bump and that, in his 
opinion, the Churchwarden, under some law, can do 
as he likes. He can spend as he cares and neither 
the C I ~ ~ t ~ n m e n t  nor anybody Can do him my-  
thing. Those were his remarks on4he 24th of Sep- 
tember. 

Anyone listening to him saying how his heart 
bleeds a t  the sight of the condition of the people in  
the Park and of the rotten red herrings and the 

bread etc., who heard these things 
that this wntleman started Out with 

a soft heart for his 'poor unfortunate brethren' as 
he says, while the Government did nothing. I am 
here to refute all these misstatements. 

Now' if you I think 
I am correct in saying that the two honourable 
members for st. ~~h~ in their criticism said that the 
Hurricane Relief Committees had let down the 
Government. I think I pBid special tribute to the 
st. George's people, even though I know that some 
member or members may be a potential candidate. 
I said they did a good job and then 1 pointed out 
what action the Government should have taken; 
but I also said: "so far as the housing is concerned." 

I said, on the St. John affair: went there 
myself and I dispatched a 'flying squad7 for that 
parish." A t  no time did I give the impression that 
those people did not co-operate. I did say that the 
Parochial Authorities were not favourably disposed 
to this kind of thing. 

1 people were working for  personal recognition by 
Her Majesty the Queen; M.B.E. and O.B.E. and he 
went on further- 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, did the 
Hon. Minister say that the Hon. Mr. Turner said 
so ? I said I told the Acting Governor that they were 
lots of people who were working for  recognition 
from Her Majesty but were not actually working for  
the people; not that the Acting Governor said so, 

Hon. M. E. COX: The hon. member further 
said, "TWO years ago I wrote and told them that 1 
would not serve as a member of the Hurricane Belief 
Committee as long as ~i~~ Arne was on it." 

This Hurricane on the 22nd Sept3rn- 
her; where was ~i~~ drne then( s h e  was in England 
This-was only an  excuse to give the hon. member an  
opportunity to carry out his reckless eqenditure 
~f the funds of the taxpayers of St. Michael. Tell me, 
what was Miss Arne to do with it? Miss Arne was 
in England, I repeat. 

The Hurricane came down on us and he "the 
responsible individual", t o  use his own words, instead 

dropping dl differences and working for the good 
of those starving people in Cats Castle, played poh- 
tlcs. The Government's Organisation was geared to 
meet the Emergency with machinery ready for work 
and there he was, refusing to accept the Government's 
machinery and running on his own. Now he 

make people believe that the Government did not 
co-operate, but that he alone went to the help of all 

- these starving people. 
Of course he remained with his family first. I 

believe I heard him $ay he was summmed on o ~ e  
cccasion; then I heard him also say he got a letter 
from the Chief Secretary- 

Now what really happened was that after this; 
system failed to function, the Director of Agricul- 
ture had a meeting with the Executive Commit-ct: 
and explained that every parish with the exception 
of Christ Church (the Churchwarden being a bit on 
the sick side) and St. Michael had been functioning. 
3t was then suggested to me to t r y  and select someo~te 
to see after feeding the people in the Metropolitan 
parish. 

I c m  assure you, Mr. Chairman, that though 
they were no telephones my Permanent Secretary 
did his best. This gentleman agreed to see if he 
could get someone immediately and we got Mr. 
Chase and Mm. Vaughan. 

I want to pay special tribute to those people who 
a t  that moment, came fomard immediately 
started the distribution to the people in the parish. 
By Saturday evening when 1 again went the 
although the supplies were not adequate, some rations 
had mached all the centres. 
11.50 p.m 

Now, Sir, I know that supplies were mainly 
corned beef and biscuits, and of course, that is ex- 
pected in circumstances such as this for the immc- 
diate moment. IA VOICE : What cJu-C's?l 

gave people rum; that was part the 
ration at the centres on the night of the Hurricane. 

As I was saying on the following Sunday. I 
went to the Director of Agriculture and told him 
that it was no good distributing a lot of corned 
beef and biscuits because the distribution could nst  
be efficiently carried out. I pointed out that i t  was 
likeIy that the strong would deprive the weak thereby 
causing many to remain hungry. I suggested there 
and then to send rice, pickled meat, salted fish, edible 
oil, and so on to the various shelters where the people 
would be able to cook their own food, because people 
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could not exist many days on corned beef and bis- 
cuits. A hot lulich was far more satisfactory. 

I also visited the St. Michael's Girls School 
where the people there had no utensils in which to 

everybody would be served on Saturday last. S t  
James and St. Lucy (which is considered as a back- 
ward parish) did i t  and everybody got served. I n  
all the other parishes where that system was carried 

cook. I had to take it upon myself to get utensils 
for them. I t  is an  easy thing for a tailor to measuwo 
every individual by his own yardstick. I 

i Sir, I have also carried suplplies to the St. IXal- 
tbew's School. The teachers there told me they weye 

1 there ad1 the time and nothing was sent to that centre 
until the Sunday. Txe hen. member was ~uttillbr 
people in the position queuing up in 
 queen'^ Park to get a little soup in order that he 
be able to show off. 

Someone told me that he went to the Park and 
wasted a day in a line to get a haif pint of mup 

1 which contained two bits of salted meat m big as 
whole peas, and when he searched the bottom all that 
he found was two small dumplings. The hone member 
talks about playing What else is tha, but 
playing politics? 

Sir, I was not. prepared to say what I am saying 
to-night ; 1 was prepared to leave this out for arcother 
occasion when I would have the opportunity of 
addressing tens of thousands of people to explajn 
t o  them the truth of things; but inasmuch as t:~c 
hon. member has chosen this occasion to say what 
he did, I take this opportunity to  say it. 

The Government worked on the suggestion of 
Mr. Hunte after he was put in charge of the enier- 
Kency food supplies. The Government agreed that 
ration coupons should be distributed throughout the 
island to the homeless who would be able to carry 
t h ~  to the shops in their districts to get the goods 
which they wanted. 

In Christ the system was adopted where 
every head of the home On the site where 
his house was destroyed in order to get his ratioa 
coupons, and it was done in order to get some 60rt of 
accuracy of the statistics of the damage done by the 
Hurricane. Coupons were sent to the various Hur- 
ricane Relief Committees of the parishes to be dis- 
tributed a t  the particular centres and areas where 
the people lived. 

What is the position in St. Michael so far W the 
distribution of these coupons? There are thousandy 
of people who are homeless in St. Michael and 
everybody, the blind, the la,me and the halt wer.: 
asked to come down at  the Parochial Building to 
get their ration cards. When they congregated 
there, loudspeakers were installed and there yo11 
heard the Tammany Hall politician barking: "Mary 
Jane, SO apd so." The result was that thousands 'f 
people who went there on Saturday went back homt; 
without even seeing the man who was keeping all 
that noise, let alone getting a ration card. 

Sir, should you ask a man from the: end of Lears 
(near Exchange) to come down to the Pasochiai 
Buildings? You have asked a man from the end 
:)f Cave Rill  and from the Lodge which is near to 
Husbands in St. James to come down to the Par ) -  
chial Buildings. You also asked a man from t h ~  
Flagstaff Road to come down to the Parochial Build- 
i ~ g s .  When they all got down there, they then heard 
that they must bring a letter from some responsible 
Ferson. If that is not playing politics, what is i t ?  
That ~v la s  not the intention of the Government. 

At  some time subsequent to now, I will say what, 
I have to say about what I think of the set-up in the 
parish of St. Michael. I was told by Mr. Huiltc 
that he had this thing so well organised, that all i t  
needed was for the people to remain a t  the centre., 
in their respective area to receive these ration cards 
I am sure that if that were done in St. Schael ,  

lout all the people got served. 
12.01 a.m. 

All the places did it, but not in  St. Michael; 
the rcsull was that they worked an  alphabetical 

an$ 1 understand that they got as far as ' 6  D 7. 

I saw quite a number of people and I almost 
shed a tear when I saw some old women whose feet, 

mere swollen, decrepit people the halt and the 
blind, go to this place only to discover that they 
wasted a day. 

There were people who remained at  home and  
got nothing- I was told by P~oP.!~ that if they did 
not take letters to the Churchwarden they wou!d not 
receive ration cards, yet we were told that the statis. 
tics they had were better than those of the Police. 

I ask any intelligent person; what is tha t?  If the 
honourable member had co-operated in the first in- 
stance the Hurricane Relief Committee would hakre 
functioned just like the others in  the various par- 
ishes. But he failed to do so. He runs on his own 
and makes people believe that he is very generous, 
kind-hearted and sympathetic towards the ptople; 
but he bluntly refused to distribute what the Gov- 
ernment had in store for the people from sometime 
before the hurricane. 

I have been informed that up to Tuesday the 
Churchwarden had only reached " J" in  the alphabet. 
1s that not a disgpace and a glaring display of cheap 
politics? 

I went to one or two centres on Friday night 
and I was told by a schoolmaster who is a warden a t  
one of these centres, that he had the names of the. 
people of the area who were rendered homeless, and 
I have given instructionq for their assistance. I 
went to one or two other places and the same thing 
h a l ~ ~ e n e d .  I do not think I have had two hours' 
rest since the hurricane; I have visited all places 
to see what the hurricane has done, and I have 

many as could in order to 
bow the people are faring. CA MEMBER : Did you gcB 

There was wrong St. Peter 
I have said that the places where people should be 

taken for help should be the centres in the various vi' 
lages. These people codd  not see the rich political mail 
of the hour; they could not see the man of the big 
six. They did not see the man who says: "If you 
do something for me I will do something for you. 
Let everything pass through my hands and go 
along." 

Nothing could be more disgraceful than to make 
people come down to Bridgetown and then send them 
back home in the afternoon without a scrap of any- 
tliing; nothing could be more disgraceful for so many 
people who wanted to get home in order to see 
whether anybody had removed their galvanised sheets 
and things of that sort. These people were wait- 
ing in the sun when other people were speaking 
over a microphone. That is the position as it exist* 
now. h d  the honourable member accused the Gov- 
ernment on the last occasion of mismanagement and 
that sort of thing. 

I n  the circumstances, he failed to co-operate and 
I failed to carry out what was normally his function 

as has been laid down since 1952 in the booklet of 
(the Hurricane Relief Organisation; that hurts me 
morning, noon and night. Anything that I have 
to "9 about the honourable member is gospel truth 
and I take care not to say anytthing which is not 
true. 
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I should like to take this opportunity to reply to a 
statement made by the honourable senior member 
for St. John about my having stopped the advance 
melit of loans to people under the Labour Welfare 
Housing Scheme. I am sorry the honourable mem- 
ber made that statement; he is attempting to defend 
the behaviour of one of his recent so called bed- 
f c1:ows. 

Mr. ALLDER: I would hate to have to clash 
ni th the lMinister of Communications; but if he is 
milling to have it, like the senior member for the 
City I can always defend myself. 

IvIr ACTING CHAIRMAN: On what occasion 
has the hoilourable member risen? You must raise a 
specific issue. y 

Mr. ALLDER: The Hon. Alinister started off to 
accuse me of defending somebody. 

Mr. ACTING CHAIRMAN: I am asking tht; 
honourable member on what occasion has he risen? 

Mr. ALLDER: I have risen on a point of 
Order similar to what I have risen on a few occa- 
sions. 

Mr. ACTING CHAIRMAN: Well, the hon- 
ourable member ~lzust state that. 

1 .  ALLDCR: I presume the hoaoarnblc 
member is speaking of those who sold houses t!lrough 
tbe Labour Welfare Department. 

Hon. M. E. COX: The honourable member is 
making a speech. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Hon. Minister has not 
finished speaking. 

Mr. ALLDER: Neither am I finished speak- 
ing. 

Mr. ACTING CHAIRMAN : The honourable 
member is out of Order. 

Mr. ALLDER: I am not out of order. The 
honourable member has charged me with associating 
with people who have sold houses through the 
Labour Welfare Department which I an1 not doing. ! 
will rise to make objections to any statement made 
by the honourable member whenever I see it is 
necessary to do so. This is one occasion when I think 
i t  is necessary to do so. 
12.10 a.m. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I will tell you what happen- 
ed. Some time ago it became necessary for me (I  ar~l  
guing to speak with a very loud voice tonight) to 
saggest that the then Manager of the Labour Welfare 
(Housing Loans) Organisation should be asked to 
r ithdraw' froin the Aided Self Help Housing Organi- 
s o t i ~ n .  I d{d so, Mr. Chairman, on receiving certain 
reports, and with a thorough knowledge of the fact 
that the individual was not friendly disposed to the 
policy of Aided Self Help Housing. I m i l l  say no 
more on that because I believe that a t  some future 
adte there may be a debate on the question and I may 
have to revert to my assertions. 

The honourable member came in here and without 
Lnowing the reason accused me of disposing of the 
vervices of an  officer because that officer was not for 
political reasons on my side. I do not know6 whether 
the man had a political belief at  all. 

Mr. ALLDER: Rising on a point of explanation 
Mr. Chairman, I shculd like the Hon. Minister' to 
state clearly whether he is making these charges 
against me or not. Nobody can understand what he 
i e  sa_viiig. H e  should be more specific as  he is 
:;ccusing some honourable member (I presume he 
3neans me) of charging him with the disposal of 
somebody 'S services. 

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 felt that iilasmnch as the 
officer was still in office, i t  t ~ c u l d  be far  b ~ t t e r  to de- 
sist from any debate on that subject. The honourable 
member also referred to my advancing loans to Per- 

scns working in the Sugar Industry and he supports 
the principle of the organisation dealing with these 
house specu1at;ors. Well, I should like to say that it 
was not until i t  was drawn to my attention that 
people-As a matter of fact the whole system i n  my 
opinion is wrong. 

There pas a system of which I was ignorant; a 
system of which house speculators would go to plan. 
tation owners get them to agree to call up  Messrs. A. 
& B T&O would say: "Yes I can pu t  you on to! John 
Jones; he would like a house." These speculators got 
forms and carried them in  to the Nanager of thp 
Housing Loans, and they used to carry out large sums 
of money from this Department. I n  addition to that 
some persons who had not been qualified under the 
Labour Welfare Organisation were given loans. 

That resulted in a state of criticism and some 
people openly came to me and said: "You wqould not 
assist me in getting a loan; but  such and lsuch ;a 
person has got a loan and he does not work in  agri- 
culture. " That caused me to investigate and I found 
cut that any people had got lams that should not 
have had them. 

I referred to a particular case; a case where 
apparently, a man went to one of these house specu- 
lators to get a house. This house was for something 
like $2,000; the house speculator apparently went to 
the Housing Loans Organisation with the individual's 
mme, drew $3,800 from the Organisation and went 
his way. The individual then offered this man a 
house which %'as much smaller than that agreed on 
when the transactions were first opened, and the 
person entitled to i t  refused to  accept this small 
house for that money. 

As I said before, I will give the details a t  a later 
stage. The aggrieved person went to the Organisation 
and reported the matter and the matter was in turn 
referred back to me. I t  was revealed that the hous? 
s3eculator tried to impress the Acting Manager even 
in the letter which came to me, that this man had 
given him $500 which was 25%. 

As you know in this Labour Welfare Organi- 
sation you have to advance 25% of the total value 
in  order to get the loan. This individual claimclr 
that this man had given $500 but the man said 
+hat he never gave a cent. 
12.20 a.m. 

I investigated the matter as well as I could, and 
I fouild that they were more irregnlarities; and as 
n result, I issued instructions to cease any further 
transactions with those house specnlators. Mr. 
Chairman, I may say that I was surprised to learn 
of that system where house specnlators could go into 
the ofice of the Housing Loan Organisation and get 
money for persons whose names they carried in  a t  
the expense of the other people who might not have 
known of the existence of some of these speculators, 
or who might be willing to erect their own houcles 
through their own carpenters. 

I will say I know that I will be attacked always 
by gutter-hole people and people who are higher up, 
but whenever I see anything crooked or irregular I 
will put my feet down on it. Wherever it shotvs 
its ugly head, I am going to put  my feet down on it. 

Let me say that the money given by the British 
taxpayers to the sugar workers of this island was 
not intended to fatten a bunch of house speculators 
or the rogues who live as parasites on these poor 
~i~orking class people. That money is given to bet- 
ter the condition of those people who have borne 
the brunt of the burden of the day, who are the most 
despised, and who are looked upon by others as 
nothing. 
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Here it is, you are getting some sweet skinned 
buckies going around and saying: "We will build 
a house for you," and in so doing, living sweet off 
those people. Sir, as long as I hold this portfolio it 
is not going to happen. 

I I have just had a report of a case where one of 
1 those house speculators was selling a poor unfor- 
i 
I 

tunate individual a second-hand house for a new 
me. As soon as I took u p  this portfolio, I had the 
regulations amended so that the amount loaned for 
the repairs of those houses be increased from $480 
to $600, and the maximum loan be increased from 
$1,440 to $1,600, and that i t  must be a condition pre- 
cedent that all persons who are coming forward for 
loans must attach a toilet to the house which they 
propose to repair or erect. I n  other words, the 
percon must borrow sufficient money to provide for 
a pit latrine. 

As I have said, I had a report where one of 
those very house speculators sold a second-hand 
house for a new one and in addition to that drew 
the money. That was the type of thing with which 
2cu were faced. I am not saying that house specu- 
lators cannot build houses and sell thsem, but this 
is what I am saying and the honourable senior mem- 
ber ior S t  Jehn can change it when he gets in my 
place: a sugar worker can go to a house speculator 
and arrange for a house, but when the worker 
arranges for that house he, himself, must go over 
to the Labour Welfare Organisation and report the 
matter to the person in charge who must go and 
see to it that that worker is getting value for his 
hard-earned money. [A VOICE : That was always 
done.] That is not so. 

The inspector must see to it that the individual 
worker is getting value for his money. As soon as 
that is done, well, then the worker can repert back 
to the organisation where he can pay down his 25% 
and the organisation will advance thc other 75% on 
the purchase of the house. 

Mr. Chairman, I must apologise for speaking at 
such great length; but when an  accusation such as 
the one made by the honourable senior memher for 
St. John is levelled against me. I am prepared to 
defexd myself and appeal to members of this House. 

Of course, I do know that with some members I 
would be wasting time; but even if that is so, I can 
appeal to the good sense of the electorate who look 
upon those house speculators with disdain. 

Let me say again, Mr. Chairman, that I was 
glad when that case was reported to me so that I 
could take action. I am sure that any honest indi- 
vidual will agree that my action was the right one. 
I will just appeal to the honourable senior menlber 

I for St. John to take heed before he flies off and 
accepts the point of view of somebody who is just 
giving him information for the purpose of attackil~g 
us. I will not say as much as I can say on that 
matter but I would like i t  put on record $hat the 
setup was an undesirable one. 

Mr. ALLDIElR Mr. Chairman, the Honourable 
Minister of Housing has said quite a lot; he has 
licked his tongue from one corner of his ,mouth to 
the other and has let his venom upon all and sundry. 
That is what I would like to tell the Hon. Minister. f 

1 The reason why I rose- 
Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I object to 

1 the word "venom7 '. Of course, the honourable 
member does not know the meaning of that, so he 1 can proceed. 

1 12.30 a.m. 
i Mr. ALLDER: The reason why I rose is in 
i 

i respect of the question of suspension of the pur- 
chasing of houses by workers from house speculators 

t through the Labour Welfare Department. The 
reason why that was taking place, was because some 

? of the workers who were renting from other persons 

t 

called for such houses and as a result the worker 
was incon~enienced by having to move. Because 
he was renting he never a t  any time had sufficient 
money to 'build his own home. As  a result, the 
suspeizsion of such transaction caused people great 
difficulty. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: On a point of 
Order. As regards the speech which the hon. men,- 
her is now making, is that rela,tive to the matter 
which is now before the Committee? 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: It is relative in  this respect 
that the Hon. Minister mentioned the particular issue 
in connection with housing during his speech, and 
t5e hon. menlber is iiow making his explanation. H e  
is quite in order. 

Mr. ALLDER: When it comes to a question 
of housing people, you cannot avoid referring to 
those whose business it is to sell houses or the mate- 
rial for building houses. The remedy for what has 
taken place in respect of this business is not to sto? 
the trade in such houses, because these houses are 
wanted. 

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of explanatioc. 
I have not stopped any trade in housing. I said 
that the potential owner has to go to the Board, 
make ad1 the arrangements and get somebody to 
visit the house. If the person who visits the house i s  
satisfied that the worker is getting the value for hi, 
r,!oney, then the potential owner will get a loan. The 
,Ireculator must not go to the Board, draw the money 
and then give the worker a 2 X 4 house. 

Mr. ALLDER: I hope that what the Hon. Min- 
ister has said is correct, because for months now I 
have had lots of information with regard !O t h i ~  
matter from several people. 

I think I am correct in saying that such traals 
actions were totally suspended 011 the order of the 
Minister of Housing. I repeat: I hope that what the 
Minister has said is correct; that is to say, that a 
contractor can still build houses, but they will havt: 
to be inspected Fefore the money is paid out for 
them. That is exactly what used to be done; but 
the suggestion seems to have been made that em- 
ployees of a Department which the hon. member 
controls are condoning questionable transactions. 

If what the Hon. Minister is saying is correct, 
if i t  is true that he is aware that the people who 
bought houses were being robbed, and if those who 
are in charge of the Department admitted it, l 
would like to know why the hon. member has not 
yet taken any action against such employees. 

I have had great difficulty in  trying to point out 
to people who wanted loam the ways and means 
to get them; and in my opinion the Regulations 
were too tight rather than being loose as the hon 
member was trying to imply. I was trying to 
question the willingness or unwillingness of the 
Government to assist people in tne re-housing, bu': 
1 tried to avoid the issue with the hon. member 
for various reasons. 

If the Hon. Minister has all this information. 
why does he not make a stakement about this matter f 
I would back him in  this respect. 

I know of cases in which people have been put  
back for many months in this matter of loans. I 
made a statement earlier relative to the present sus 
pension of loans to warkers whose houses hav ,  hem 
damaged, and I was hoping that the Hon. Minisler 
would have cleared that np too. I t  has been said 
that no money was to be paid out to parsons whosp 
honses were damaged, and ruiless a statement in  
this connection is made, the pur'blic will continue 
to be confused; and hon. members will be force? 
to accept information and statement4 from quarters 
which appear to be willing to pass them on. - , 



-- -- -.. - -p-- 

OCTOBER 4, 1955 
p-- 

1551 

I t  is known that one cannot get any information 
flom a Minister unless he malies home cfiargc oil 
the floor of this House; h(-. will not know anything 
cbout the particular mat er unleo.s he make. some 
nuke a;bout it. But it is I:;:: i l lways ihe wilb:nguess 
on the part of hor:. meml~cr? : ~ t ~ l  t a 1;. i l . : iw. 

12.40 a.m. 
I would repeat that where there is ignorance 

there is always confusion. I do not know what the 
honourable member is referring to when he claims 
that I made the charge of his having disposed of the 
services of somebody or the other. [Hon. M. E. 
COX: I you]. do I 
speculators being able to carry names and get loans. 

NOW, there is a charge against the Manager, but 
Manager continues to remain as the Head of 

the Department; and the Hon. Minister does nothing 
at  all about. The Manager should be suspended. 
[Hon. M. E. COX: He 1.ietired.1 

&at actually happened in St. Philip was likely to 
happen in  St. lvilichael. I found after sitting on a 
Committee - Mr. Hunte was also on the Committee 
-that the information which they had was somewhat 
contrary to the information which we had from the 
Sanitary Department through the district nurses who 
had brought in the information. The cards were ad- 
dressed in a similar manner; alias Sonny, alias Joe, 
F. E. C. Bethell etc. 

I asked one question: is i t  the Government's in- 
tention to distribute cards to Mr. Bethell and people 
who lost their houses? I also asked if it was also the 
jt~tention of the Gove~mnent to distribute cards to  
!andlords who had houses rented out. Later in the 
day I an answer "No"; that was not the intention 
o i  the Government, and I declared that the best 
system was to peruse them. 

Apparently the Government had gone and got 
information regarding the ownership of houses; that 

knows that he was able to use that department con- 
siderably. [ H ~ ~ .  M. E. COX: what  do you bring 
him in it for?] ~h~ Manager who has since retired 
was a Manager who rendered yeoman service 
only to this Government but this island. [VOICES: 
Hear! Hear!] You must have heard, Mr. Chairman, 
his praises being sung. [A VOICE: All that glit- 
ters is not gold.] 

There was a time when the Government appeared 
to be so generous to him that some honourable mem- 
bers of this Chamber wanted to become critical. 1, 
however, know that he had accelerated the scheme 
for housing people in  this colony. [Hon. M. E. 
COX : Talk about what you know and leave out the 
rest.] I would also suggest to the Hon. Minister that 

distri'bute. But in the interest of all concerned, we 
discovered that by the third night after the Hurri- 
cane the shelters were crowded with people and in 
some of these shelters we discovered that 50% of the 
people had not actually suffered damage to property 

I but had taken refuge because they were afraid. 
12.501 a.m. 

I t  therefore seems not proper to have them sent 
t o  the shelter; and the reason why, was because the 
tames taken at  the shelter were of those of some 
people who had lost nothing but who had only gone 
there for safety. 

. It is a matter of indifference to me if the hon. 
member thinks that I have done what I have done 

the ultimate aim of that department (and i t  should 
be the ultimate aim of Government's policy) should 
b e  to have the people rehoused irrespective of how 
tt!ey are rehoused, so long as they get value for their 
money; and do not make i t  so difficult for them to 

for political kudos. What political prestige I have, 
I have built up on my own. I am repeating that half 
of the names which were given were people who were 
:lot qualified to receive rations. The Police and the 
Teachers on the school centres took the names of the 

get loans. persons wlho went to those shelters for  refuge. Those 
I would like to appeal to the Hon. Minister now names were given to us, and i t  seems that some Gov- 

to state why at  a time like this, when many peoples7 ernment authority h a  written the cards sent to us 
Eouses are damaged, the order should be given to the from those names which were taken a t  the centres; 
present Manager net to give out any further loaiis and 1 discussed with Mr. Hunte the advisability of 
durinp this period. sending those cards to the centres. 

The Hon. Minister seems not to be listening; I I felt that this was for people who had actually 
was ~ a y i n g  that I should like the Hon. Minister to suffered. Hence, when the Hon. Minister makes the 
explain why the advancing of loans has been SUS- scupid accusation about people having to get letters, 
pended. I would like him to understand that there is no ques- 

Mr. E .  D. MOTThEY: Mr. Chairman, I will ? ~ e  tjon of favouritism at  all where I am concerned; we 
brief. As regards the Hon. Minister, I can only liken have discovered that crowds of people who went 
him to something anonymous, considering the tiradc shelters and whose names were written on the cards, 
~.,hich he went through just now. I n  his usual pig- ol?ly went there to take refuge. 
iike fashion he rode in mud and mire, and he tried If the Hon. Minister of Communications would 
to create the impression that he alone is the only next like to dish out $5,000 to persons who are not en- 
btst person to be heard. tjtled, that is all well. All that we are asking is that 

I want to comment on one single point which some responsible person in the district rn,ho knows 
he raised; the others I just smile at, because I can say that your house was damaged or 'blown down by the 
with the same assurance what he can say: "whatever Rnrricane should give you a letter of recommenda- 
happens I can always be in the hands of the people." a t  you are entitled to this ration of 
I f  he can vent his spleen upon the Chief Secretary 
or  even upon Mr. Wunte, T happen to 5 e  among those If the Hon. Minister thinlrs that  these people 
upon whom he cannot vent it. arochial Buildings by me 

As repards the min t  which the hon. member he is a mistaken man. h t  
made about the distribution of cards for the Govern- which is of 
ment, T will sav this: the n o n  Minister said that 
these card*, shoulcl have been cut, and charred that well-to-do people who are owners of 
T vas  ' reenin~ then1 hack. The (Yrovernment. nn Sat-, are insured 2aainSt, hurricane have bee.\ 
u rda r  last about 4 o'clocls sent, me about 3.200 cardcl ation card. Would the Government a$ 
with the eddressc.~ of person4 who had lost their intention to give those people ration 
home*, in thi.: oarish. 

For the benefit of tTieeFTon. Minister T mill sav onrerned, I think i t  ~rould  be in- 
that after 'beiny aslreil to assist in it, 1 found that he Government to undertake the 



distribution of those cards, because I would be able 
then to get on the floor of the House and point out 
the wrong set of people to whom Governinent is dis- 
tributing those cards. 

Sir, there art: a number of people in centres who 
can go back to their homes. People come to n ~ s  ancl 
say : "My house has been removed from the props, " 
and such things as that, and then ask what comperi- 
sation they can get from the Government for that. I 
try to dissuade them from claiming al~ything in su-h 
circumstances. 

I say again, that as fa r  as I am concerned, I 
-vVc*uld very much prefer if the Governn~eiit makes its 
own distribution. I told Mr. Kenileth Hnnte that it 
would be better if Government distributes these ration 
cards, because whenever you are finished, you will 
get the statement that you did not give thein to whom 
they were intendsd. I therefore asked him to give 
me in black and white the persons they wanted t.1 
give this relief to, whether they wanted to give to those 
persons who rented homes which were damaged, 02 

whether they wanted to give to those people who had 
houses to rent out and which were damaged. 

I wanted i t  made clear if the owners of h0usc.s 
which were covered by insurance for hurricane shonld 
also benefit. I was told that I would get the reply 
to that, and I received a letter in the afternoon stating 
that i t  was not the desire of the Government to give 
to those people who were covered by insurance. 

I n  passing let me say that the Parochial staff 
worked through the night and all through Sunday to 
give the people the ration cards. That is unlike tho 
Government's employees. The ration cards were put  
ia our hands at  2 o'clocli on Saturday, and with 110 
notice in the Press to tell the people what to do. 

As regards the statement ina,de by the kion. Min- 
ister of Housing that I made people come down to 
me for the cards, let me say that from the Friday after 
the Hurricane people were coming t s  the Paroch~al 
Building and were receiving a sort of card to get a 
n e a l  in Quetea's Park. 

It is not practical in  St. Michael to have a set-up 
as you have in St. Philip and Christ Church for the 
distribution of these rations. I n  those parishes there 
are fewer people and again the storm affected a par- 
ticular area. I n  St. Michael you have a range of 
liouses in which several families live in small rooms. 
and we found i t  difficult to apply the Christ Churcit 
system of distribution to St. Michael. The Hon. Min- 
ister also talked about my bringing people from one 
end of the parish to the Parochial Building. Does 
he realise that the people from the Pine E'state JI,,us- 
ing Scheme are living in the Ministerial buildings n: 
Bay Street? Those are the people who come to th? 
Parochial Buildings. 
i .OO a.111. 

I have gone to centres at  Queen's Park, St. Mary 'S 
end Buxton; and people's names were written on 
cards and we tried to go through all of them so as 
to avoid persons who were not entitled from dralving 
znything. lifter the first day the number of people 
who acually tried to get something, but who hnd lost 
nothing was amazing. 

There is one further point I would like to make, 
and i t  is this: The Hon. Minister read from a book 
which was prepared sometime in 1952 and he saia 
that the Social Welfase Department had nothing to 
dc. with the administration of hurricane Relief. I-Ie 
has not yet denied the statement I made as t c ~  t h l  
Assistant-Secretary and the Social Welfare Offieer; 
and I asked who was the author of that book. 

The Hon. Minister read a letter which 'I was snp- 
posed to have got, but he seemed very reluctant to 

read the last part of that letter. I have a copy of 
that letter and a t  the appropriate time and place I 
will read it. Anything I do for the parish is sald 
to be used for political reasons; but in public liPc 
cne always does things for political reasons. 

When the honourable member said that he wept 
to schools on the day of the Hurricane, he seemed L 

have made the statement that i t  appeared to him thas 
l had not gone there. I want to say that i t  is my 
clkty to give relief in any acute stage. I mentioned 
on the floor of the House that I fou~ld  that the hon- 
ourable member had carried salmon and bisccits to 
St. Barnabas School. I went on to say that that was 
a good idea, and I make no apology for what I hav:: 
haid. 

I disagreed with the members of the I-Iurricane 
Relief Committee because P put forward suggeitions 
which were not a,ccepted. I was asked whether I 
would work under the aegis of the organisation anu 
I did not agree with the way in which they were 
starting. 

The Minister said that on Friday morning h t ~  
got hold of Mr. Chase and asked him to take care of 
t1.e parish of St. Michael. I am not a member of the 
ITon. Minister 's Par ty ;  he knew that I had started to 
give relief to people. When the honourable member 
went out of the way to get hold of Mr. Chase, he knew 
that I was willing to assist. 

The honourable member says that whatever 
statement he made to the Board could be borne out; 
ke knew that I was Churchwarden, if he wmted co- 
operation, I was there to give it. Nobody was willing 
to ask any of the Ministers to give assistance to those 
who are not of their Party. I repeat: I was pleased 
to see that the Minister of Communications had takcn 
something for the relief of people on the very night 
bf the Hmricane. He knew on T h ~ ~ r s d a y  night what 
was happening when he went around, because every- 
body was trying his best to relieve this situation. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I knew nothing of the hon- 
curable member's activities on Thnrsday night. It 
was only the next morning that the Acting Goveriior 
mentioned it. I linew nothing at  all about it. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEP: He wa,s told that I hall 
gone around to the schools and had already left. There 
were people sitting in this House when he said h: 
was told that I had already gone around and left whe? 
he visited the ceiitres. 
7.10 a.m. 

Hon. M. E. COX: When I went to St. Barnabas 
Church, St. Barnabas School, Public Works Depart- 
ment, Department of Highways & Transport, nobody 
nas aronnd there. Up to 2 o'clock I was supplying 
the last man in Nelsoi~ Street. It was only when His 
Excellency the Acting Governor informed us on the 
following day that I Bnem that the hon. member had 
gone anywhere. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, the Hon. 
Minister knew that I had got Mr. H. 0. Emtage to 
open on that Thursday afternoon; and when the Hon. 
Minister went to the school he must have known that 
I had got kerosene oil and lanterns at  that  school. Any 
way, that is beside the point. 

The hon. member said he kiiew only at  9 o'clock 
the next day. May I put i t  this wav: if the I-Ion. Min- 
b ter  knew at  9 o'clock the next day, what had been 
Iny attitude on Thursdav night? You had a storm on 
the Thursday and on Thursday night i t  was drawn 
to the attention of no less a person than the Acting 
Governor. What is the attitude of the hon. member? 
Should he not have got in touch with the Church- 
~ ~ a r d e n ;  or see to i t  that the Churchwarden should 
get in touch with the senior member for St. Michaelf 



But no; his attitude was: get in touch with 1\i2~. I,. d. 6cb King of Alleyne Arthur's, got some supplies 
Chase. and went out. 

Say whatever you like whenever you are finish- 
ed, One faet remains7 and that is that i t  was drawn 
to ycur attention on Thursday night that the Church- 
warden of ~ t .  lllichael had delivered rations to the 
schools. Call i t  \;hat you like; but I repeat that the 
IIon. Minister lrnew that 'before 9 o'clock the next 
day when the Governor-in-Executive Committee met. 

The attitude of the I-Ion. Minister also should 
hhve been this: " I t  doesn't matter whether I like 
the Churchwarden cr not; this is a calamity; let b e  
get in touch with his office or let him get in touch 
p i th  the Ministry." I reaITse I have to work for my 
living; and instead of the Minister doing that, I am 
asked to come to the Chief sec re tar^'^ Office one day 
to discuss something relative to rationing. 

I sit down to discusss the matter; the ~ i ~ i ~ -  
ter sees me there, comes to the colzclusion that 
the Churchwarden has gone there to complain. 

If I were in his position as Minister with my 
greatest enemy being the Churchwarden of St. Mi- 

and the country has been faced with something 
as as a do You think that I could 
not rise above that ? [A VOICE : Above what?] But  
his mind being too small, he decides to get Mr. 
Chase and to get PArs. Vaughan. 

1 do not o'bject to his getting anybody. However, 

1.20 p.m. 
1 all1 llot the Chairniall of the Hurricane Relief 

~ i - ~ ~ ~ i s a t i o n ;  31r. Skeete is rullning the Rrlief Or- 
L,ll;sat;,ll. I did not find Mr. Skeete. As a matter 
ot fact, I did not want to go to anybody in  crisis 
;ike this. 

As I have said already, as  Churchwarden for St. 
>iichael, I got hold of Mr. H.  Q. Emtage and got 
Beroselle oil, rnilh, sugar and 'biscuits from his store, 
;lnd got some 73rend from b1cssr.s. Johnson & Redman 
'to distribute to those who ware ill the shelters in St. 
Michael. I would not say in all the shelters. 

I started off with those who were in the rschools 
and churches; but  strange enough, next door to n:e 
there xvere people seeking shelter i11 a Non-Confopln- 
ist chnreh and I did not kiiow anything of it. There 
were people in small places which we did not take 
irkto accou~~t .  I ffonnd out the nest mornillg that in 
small like the Pilgrim Holiness Churches and 
King 'S Chapel there mere people sheltering. 

Now, sir, dhose duty it to get in touEh 
'with the ~ h ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ + ~ d ~ ~  of ~ t .  ~ i ~ h ~ ~ l  at the 
stage of this crisis? was it not the duty of the Mjn- 
iStw to get in touch with the Chure'warden of St. 
wichael P 

I am Churchwarden for Sit. Michael. A t  three 
o'clock I received a telephone message ~ o i n t i n g  out 
that there is a Hurricane. I replied : "Okay, alright, 

I went ahead distributing, seeing that the wrong ap- I , in my house with my I wss then 
rrOach was being made by the Government; and asked: "Can you tell mle anything about the regn 
though i t  has been said that  I gave them pills and lations and what is to be done in St. Michael?" 

still full. 
- 

l 
cockroaches, I know that the people's bellies were The only obvious thing ,flor me to do was to reply 

by saying: "Will you communicate with the Clerk 
I just rose to make that point plain. However, of the Vestry." If you telephone the Minister of 

the point which I should like to have cleared up has i Social Services about something, he will tell you to 
not been done in spite of the hon. member reading communicate with the Director of Medical Services. 
his letters. The Hon. Minister for instance, has not I The Hurricane having abated, I came out and 
denied for one moment the fact that in 1952 all the got all the whools and centres opened. The next 
Vestries were responsible for Hurricane Relief. l thing I did was to proceed to the places which 1: 

Anybody listening to those letters and regula- have mentioned before to get something to put  in  
tions as to what should be done in case we have a 
Eurricane, will as once realise that there is no time 
for any of that nonsense in case of a Hurricane. I 
should like him to remember that a t  many of these 
stations to which people were expected to report, 
there was no responsi'ble person there. One man tooli 
lour houm to get to his station and when he got 
there, not one officer was there. 

~f~~~ all, you had a ~~~~i~~~~ and the first 
thing you had to do svas to get out. hfter you got 
out, the next thing was to get commul~ications by 
load. When the Hurricane was over, whatever I could 
do, I did in order to help my people, This time 1 con- 
sider that even if I have not served the Government, 
1 have served the people. 

the shelters for  the people. [A VOICE: What did 
YOU do during the Hurricane P] I was at home; 
suppose You would say that  all the Millisters were 
Out trying push back the Hurricallele! 

After the Hurricane was over, as I have said, 
I proceeded to put stores in shelters for the people. 
I t  is only after they discovered that something was 
going wrong, they wrote the Churchwarden a letter 
saying : "Will you work under the aegis of the Cclntral 
Hurricane Relief Committee." I t  was Mr. I-Iullte 

asked me "Are you prepared to work under 
the aegis of the Central Hurricane Relief Commit- 
tee ?"  I that I am prepared to 

under anybody. 
I was then asked to distribute the ration cards. 

I t  was fairly obvicus when the Hon. Minister 
' 

says that the Hon. Mr. Turner told them on the morn- 
ing following : " Well, I went out and sawg that the 
Churchwarden has gone around to some of the places 
in St. Michael",--it is clear that the Churchwarden 
was not impudent Or lazy. The Turner did 
he say he saw the Churchwarden going around the 
City? He said he sax  the Chu~chwarden going around 
in St. : are a and 
Churchwarden]. 
1.20 a.m. 

What is the next step which the Hon. Minister 
took after he found that the Churchwarden had acted 
in an emergency? The Hon. Minister says this: "The 
Tlon. ~ r .  Turner came got in touch with Mr. 1 

Now, the Minister would have you believe that I was 
not co-operating. I was prepared to offer my CO- 

operation to the Governn~ent; but I was not pre- 
pared to do their work. 

The Ministers' will go, but Barbados will remain. 
I do not look at the members of the Goverlll~~ellt as 
iiidividuals; everybody will go, but the Gov~rilment 

Barbados will remain. 
' It is Ministen already 

found out that they have incompetent persons under 
:hem, to hear them say that they can take 1ettr~l.s up: 
~ l l c i  read them to you. They say that they wrote a 
letter to the Vestry Clerk of St. Michael. Of conrse. I 
do not know anything about that, therefore I am no, 
defending i t ;  but I do know that as fa r  as  the War- 
ricane Relief Committee is collcerned that I was not 
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Chairmall of that Colllmittee. The &Tinister is totally 
illaccurate and absolutely wrong when he says that 
the Churchwardens of the various parishes are usn 
ally Chairmen of those Bodies. I can tell you that 
the Churchwarden of St. George is not the Chair- 
man of the Hurricane Relielfl Committee of that 
parish. You will find that state of affairs also exists 
i n  other parishes. 

The Chairman, o f  Conzl,zittees left the Chair. 

1.30 a.m. 
AS far as the Chairmen of the various parishes 

.is concerlled, i t  is not true to say that the Church- 
wardens of the various parishes are the Chairmen of 
the Hurricane Relief Committees. 

One last point which I would like to make is this. 
the honourable member read out a communication 
from the Assistant Director of Education saying 
rhat he had written to the St. Michael's Vestry a:: 
the way down in June and that they had aslied fo:. 
details and had not got anything. He went on say 
that Hurricanes were knocking all around the area 
and that was the interest which the Vestry took. 

What would you say of a Government who had 
written to ask people to serve on _the Hurricane Re- 
Iief Committee, and away bacli in June, they had 
been notified that they were not serving; and when 
a storm comes down in September there is no Corn- 
mittee? Whom are you blaming? The honourable 
rnember does not see the danger which he is doing 
to his own Government when he said so. 

The Government is responsible to the people, al;d 
!he honourable member reads out a letter in which 
he says that the Assistant Director of Education 

the whole job. The answer which the ~ i n i s t e r  gave 
to me 
1.40 a.m. 

Hon. M. E. COX: The answer is that you re- 
fuse to co-operate. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: You say that I refuse tn 
co-operate, and I say that somebody has bung1ed. 

I submit this to the Hon. Member for his own 
information: the honourable member tells you that 
on Friday 'he had Mr. Chase in the position of look- 
jng after supplies, I decided that there was no more 
need for the Vestry to supply because he had Mr. 
Chase on the job. [Hoa. M. E. COX: Yet he is 
trying to defend himself] I do not have to defend 
myself against you. 

On Sunday there were people at various cen- 
tres who had not got anyl%ing. I am only putting 
it this way that honourable members may be able 
to judge the case for themselves. When, on Friday, 
they knew that the Churchwarden of St. Michael 
had a t t e w t e d  to ration or start something, was i t  
pot the duty of the Government to get in touch 
~ i t h  the Churchwarden or ask him to get in touch 
with the Government? 

' Whatever political or other differences there 
may be between the Hon. Minister and myself, in a 
calamity of this sort, and the Minister of T r a d ~ ,  
Social Welfare or other Mini~ter  wanted to see US. 
on this question, would any of the employees of the 
St. Michael V a r y  refuse to  comply? 

The Hon. Minister says: "He went and got a 
'gill', two little 'pills' " and what-not; but what 
did they give them? One gill of rice per person 

1 I understand the idea. 
wrote to the Vestries, and though they got commu- When I went to a certain Centre I saw a school 
nlcations from all the other Vestries they would no$ 
cct. Whom has he found to be negligent? Certainly 
not the people whom they have asked to serve. 

If this is something which you have to get, done, 

teacher and I tried to learn from him how man? 
people 'he had there. He was unable to tell me be- 
cause there T ~ S  no time for reckoning. You placed 
things in a teacher's hand and said: "try1 yonr 

then you have to get somebody to do it. I am nor best with these." 
IJpon going to another centre, you saw a man now defending Mr. Redman; I cannot do that be- ) with a 

which he was writing the names, cause I do not know the facts. All I am saying now 
:S that on one oceasios the Hon. Minister of Agri- 
culture caTne in here and madp a statement about 
>(,me trai:sactioii a t  the Agricultural Department 
18nd then he had to come back and say they wer? 
letters there which he had not seen between certain 
dates. 

Thr Minister of Communications said that Mr. 
Redman had promised t o  send a ciupiicare by xva: 
of reply. You are bound to see logic in this argo- 
ment; the Go~.ernment is responsible for granting re- 
lief to these people. Yon write them in June aud 
nothing could be done because they r i l l  not have 
anything to do with i t ;  who are you blaming in this 
!natter? The position seems to be that you have a 
I3urricane Relief Committee allcl those are the peo- 
ple who are doing nothing about what shonld be 
their responsibilities. 

I am not thinking so much of the Vestry as 1 
pm thi~llii~lg of l l i ~  positjon as Chnrch\~ardeii of th3 
parish. T ail1 submitting that rationing yonr foc.l 
supply is 110t the first ihiug to n-0~1; 011. The first 
thing n.c did was to turn out 0111. staff, and the nexr 
btep to take rations to the J?e3ple. Th? 
Governlucnt knew that ;  you have the Government's 
scheme heillg carriecl ollt; yon bring ill Chas+ 
and yon pnt him in charge ! 

T ca~ne in here and I commended the  Goverll- 
ment on the speed at which they were going. I say 
that in t11e matter of honsing, the Government ha< 
done a good job; they have done well; but when It 
comes to the question of rationing they have bungled 

addresses and things like that of people. Can any- 
body imagine a Government doing like that 
in an emergency? The Government bungled the 
whole job. 

If the Hon. Minister would like to hand out the 
ration carda with the names which they have writ- 
ten on them to the people whom they want to get 
them, I notify his Goverllment they can get 
them tomorrow morning a t  10 o'clock. There is suffic- 
ient work for us to do otherwise, but we can attend 
to that. The information which we have collected 
on behalf of the Government is there to be 
on; and if they want the cards they can be had. 

Hon. M. E. COX and Mr. Brancker rose to speak. 
Mr. CHAIR.MAN: I draw to the attention of the 

Qouse that there is no quorum. 
Mr. BRANCKER: Well, Mr. .Chairman, you 

should have the bell rung. 
The Bell was rung for three minzctes. 
Mr. BRANCKER: I have observed last night 

and this that the easiest method of mak- 
ing any of is simplv to get up a 
poillt of Order. honourable me&bers knoff, 
Chairman has had some difficulty to prevent those tITa 
people (the ~ i ~ ~ i ~ t ~ ~  of ~~~~~~i~~~~~~~ anti th,: 
senior member for the City) from see-sawing p,r tllr 
whole night. [Hon. M. E. COX : That is our denlo- 
eratic right; this is not a Facist 

If I map be ~e rmi t t ed  to refer to the Resclution 
for the sum of $,280,00C), shall a fern comments 
on the perspective. Olle matter has been re. 
b r red  to by a few previolls Sp~al<ers, including your- 
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self and my colleague, is the Standing Committee i:1 
the Department of Agriculture. 

What strikes me about this Standing Cominitte~: 
is this: the other day, in connection with sonie agri- 
cultural land, ( I  appeal to the honourable senior 
member for Christ Church to take note) I discoverr~t 
that it was though we seem to have the same readon-  
ary gangs who have been the committees of the past 
and who, instead of being scrapped, are still con- 
tinuing to function as committees of the present. l 
was really struck to see the faces. 

Apart from the Deputy Director of Agriculture 
whom everyone knows is at West Indian and a con- 
~cientious officer, and very syn~pathetic to the peo- 
ple, I looked and saw some more blond faces; and 1 
said to myself that one should see more branette 
faces. I presume that there are a sufficient number 
of coloured business men who could occupy such places 
ov such committees ; and I do not have to remind hon- 
ourable members of Mr. J. 0. Tudor, Mr. St i- i~rt  of 
Stuart a,nd Sampson Ltd., and others. One would 
expect to see a few of such faces instead of a lot oi 
faces which one sees to-day and which I am sure I 
would have seen 5 or 20 years ago. I t  is time fo r  the 
Government to go through their list of members on 
such committees and see that they have a rePresel'. 
tative selection on each. 

I am not suggesting that they should be selected 
zccording to colour; but  I am suggesting that if you 
Lzve more than five people on a committee, you should 
find room for one or two of our people who are know11 
t o  be sympathetic to the present regime. There caul(! 
be obtained an efficient business man who would be 
able to advise in a matter such as this. 
1.50 a.m. 

I t  is high time that Government Put their heads 
together and look into the formation of all their Stand- 
ing Committees and the process which is used for 
forming them, with the view of ensuring that yon 
have a really representative group functioning. Z -  
really makes one feel odd to go to discuss a matter t d  

find that the person with whom he is discussing it 
~ o e s  not know anything about it. One feels as if he 
were in Scandinavia. 

I t  is a fact that the Committees in  St. John coin- 
prise of some of the most reactionary and inept nit 
wits, such as the ones you have been so much accus 
tomed to for so many years in  the past to find, and 
whom one does not expect to see those members in the 
majority. 

N ~ ~ ,  there is aspect to this matter, and 
it is in connection with the expenditure of this , 
1 think we should pay more attention than we have 
done in this matter. on the questioll of communr- 
cathn, it is a very important one and it does seem 
ro me to have broken down almost completely during 
the period the Hurricane was approaching the island, 
that is, betmeen 11 a.m. on Thursday al1d 3 07clocli 
p.m. of that sa.me day. 

If one were fortunate enough llot to havt beea 
cut off, but to be listening in a t  that time to Bedif- 
f~lsion, one. would have heard the lnost up-to. 
date information from that source. We ha:? 
a lady broadcasting around 1 07clock anti 
she announced that i t  seemed in the City as if : 
the storm may have veered off. A little later she an- 
nonnced that i t  does seem as if it had shifted its 
cciurse, and a quarter of an hour afterwards she an- 
nounced: "We definitely believe that i t  has moved 
away." At 2 o'clock she announced : "We have 
ventured out of our Studio since we have received np 
communication, and now we are definitely of thp 
<pinion that the Hurricane has juqt barely missed 
-us." Aronnd 3 p.m. she announced: "At long last 

v;e have now received the official communication fronl 
Government that the Hurricane has passed us anri 
the ~vorst is now over," 

Where was the expensive wireless equipment of 
the Police Department? Apart from the fact that 
one would expect the Police to be a source of informa. 
tion between Government and Rediffusion for t h o s ~  
who had no Rediffusion Service or whose service of 
Rediffusion had broken down, one would have ex 
pected to hear something from them. Their tele- 
connnunication sets should have been of some use tc, 
the people on that occasion t u t  throughout the island, 
I have been hearing complaints to the effect that 
when the Hurricane was considered to be over, ex- 
cept from their observation of the diminution in the 
speed of the winds, there was no official coininuni 
cation whatsoever. As a matter of fact, they had no 
official communication whatsoever of what was taking 
place. With what we are s p a d i n g  on the Police 
communication sets, one would expect better results. 
Anyhow, they may have regarded the incident of 
Thursday before last as a, full-scale dress rehear~21, 
and they should do better if we have the terrible mis- 
fortune to be visited again by such a calamity. 

Sir, i t  is as  well for Government to consider and 
lllake an official announceinelit ill connection with th? 
ifpairing of houses 'by those ~ h o  are physically able 
to do the carpentry, and who if they have not the 
l ~ ~ o n e p  to do so may be able to borrow it. There are 
Fame such persons who are ~villing- to affect a loan 
111 order to repair their homes if they knolv before- 
hand what is Government's policy in  respect of those 
persons who do not have the money but who may be 
able to borrow i t .  Let i t  be known what is Govern- 
1:lent7s policy in  regard to that aspect. Can those 
Fersons forward to a refund? I f  they know what is 
?he policy of the Government, they vtould know \vhat 
they are about and would be able to go ahead and 
.,pair their houses. 

I t  is true to say they are afraid that if they go 
chead and bornon the money to repair their houses, 
they may learn later on that aovernment sill 
Le giving them any help, therefore, they Tvill not be 
abie to repay the money which they have borrowed. 

do think that it is high time that an an- 
noLlllcelnent should be made in respect of that. 

There is another matter which has been referred 
to Eut in a different manner than the w a ~  
in which I am going to touch on it, and i t  is with re- 
spect to school children. I t  is known that those school 
children who are in  secondary schools are working 
for public examinations; and certailzly, if they un- 
fortunately had to lose a week or two on account of 
this calamity taking place, then the next vacation t 

should "a curtailed in order that they nlay still have 
at the end of the next academic year their full 36 
weeks in order to study for the public exalni1~iitions. 

Sir, people like yourself and me, who are con- 
nected with the Governing Bodies of certain Second- 
ary Schools realise wliat i t  means to those ~ch00ls 
116th which we are associated, such as the Lodge, the 
Coleridge-Parry, and the Alexandra. You cannct 
~A'ord to take away a week from the 36 meelrs allotted l 

for study, as that is the minimum amount which they 
can s t ~ ~ d v  with any reasonable hope of having a 
cllance of obtaining success a t  the public esamina- 
tions. 

Now, you will r en~~ inbe r  that the Srcrrtary of 
s a t e  for the Colonic.;, Mr. Lennox-Bopd, tclrvraphcd 
this colony to enquire what he can do. T thinlr hp 
ehonld 1 ; ~  told that he might aceclerate the iwn? of 
making the preference money available to thiq idant1 
~t the earliest possible time; while any other money 
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which me are accustomed to get later would be more 
welcome: a t  this time. It ~vould be a blessing to get 
the  preference money a t  this stage which ~ ~ o u l d  be 
a few weeks earlier than  we normally expect to re- 
ceive it. 

Now, sir, I wish to  refer to another matter which 
is  in  connection with the ration cards. Apparently, 
tile Government is ~vorking them out on a basis of 
five in  a house, b u t  there are  many houses i n  which 
they are no less than eight persons. I think that  five 
is too conservative ail estimate; and I suggest that 
although these cards are  already printed on that 
basis, all arrangement can be made that  houses of 
more thaii five persons be issued with a supplement- 
a ry  ration card. Obviously the $5 i n  food which 
those cards represent is inadequate for  a house with 
eight or nine persons in  it. 
2.00 a m .  

There is one other point to which I will refer. 
The I-Ion. Minister of ~~nlmui i i ca t io l l s  has said that  
t l  ere ~ v a s  very little if ally, damage done in  the par- 
ishes of St. Lucy and  St. Peter. I t  is most unfortun- 
rote that the Hon. Minister has been misinformed 
about the Northern parishes. 

Only a short while ago he was also misinformed 
s s  to the number of standpipes i11 that  parish. If he 
~vould go around with me he would see that his in- 
formation was quite incorrect. 

He  has been informed that there was very little, 
i P  any, damage in  the parish of St.  Lucy. Well, 1 
would invite his attention to  the up-to-date and re- 
vised estimates, estimates which I understand were 
butinitteci to the proper authorities only this morn- 
ing. 

The Hon. Minister might say tha t  the damage 
i 3  St.  Lucy has not 'been as extensive a s  it has been 
i n  other places, b u t  to say that there is very little, 
if any damage, is a n  understatement. IIe migh-t pads 
tha t  information on to the authorities who a re  under 
his control. 

Why did the hon. ~nember  not thiiilr of putting 
us  under the sphere of influence, mlcler the capable, 
efficient and non-partisan Director of Public Works. 
I n y  one n h o  liizo~vs the t ~ v o  persons in  whose hands 
the  rehabilitation of these honses hare been put, 
v,-ould mnch prefer to have his area to be looked 
after by Captain Tolnlin thaii by &fr. Tom Lashley. 
[IXon. 31. E. COX: Six houses were destroyed in  St. 
L,ucy and the?- came for a thousand dollars.] Mr. 
Artinp Chairman, am I interrupting the hon. senior 
member for St. Michael? [ L a ~ l g h i e r ] .  I t  is a mis- 
fortune that v7e should have coine ~vithin the sphero 
cf inflne~lce of Mr. Lashlej- aiid not n'ithin that  of 
C'aptain Tomlin. 

Therc is one last point which 1 would like to  
i.?ake. Thrrc seems to be the general impression that 
in almost erer? rase the Chairillall of the Hurricane 
Iielief Colnnlittec is the Chnrchwardelx of the parish. 
711 St. T.llcr the Chairinan of tlic H ~ i r r i c a i ~ e  Relief 
Coinmittcc was the Registrrinr Officer of that parish, 
2nd thc C l h n r c h ~ ~ a r d e i ~  Tvay the Deputy Chairman of 
t ~ e  Co~nitlittre. rAside~]. Mr. Acting Chairman, I 
can harilll-  hrar  m;-sclf for thr  l c~ td ,  sonorons sotto 
aace voicci of hononrablc mrmborq on m r  right. 

An>-ho~r~ I have niadc nij- point. I f  anyonc n7erc 
to  havc a notice inserted ill the Press c all in^ for car- 
penters. hc would h r  surprised to see that thrrc ~vo11ld 
5nve hct.11 110 less than 2.430 applicants i1.1~tead of 240 
offering thcir services. We have e11011.rh ca rp~nte rs ,  
2nd t o  snare;  ancl t h e r  nnulcl be yoocl enonph to do 
the ~ ~ ~ o r l i  which is rrauired tf them; therefore do lzot 
let  i t  hc t h o n ~ h t  that theye is anv shortaae of fully 
qualified carpenters in this island. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass. 
was put and resolved .in the aflirnzatiwe witlzout 
division. 

On the nzotiom of  H072. Dr. H.  G. H. CUNIMINS 
seconded b y  Hart\. $!.'E. COX, tlze AC'TING C H A I R  
MAN reported the passing of one Resolution in  
Comrnittee of Supply. 

Mr. SPEAIIER resumed the Chair ancl reported 
cccordingly. 

8% motions of ITon. Dr. H. C. H.  CUMIUIIW, 
zeconded b y  Hon. M.  E. COX in each case, the Reso- 
lution, passed in Committee was read a first und 
seco%d time and agreed to. 
02.10 iz.ni. 

RATES OF PAY 

Barbados Regiment 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS': Mr.  Speaker, 
there is a &solution for  the Barbados Regiment. It 
is very important because these men have been 111 

the service since the 22nd and have not yet receiv?d 
their pay. This is a n  increase over the last rates 
passed i n  1950. I n  one or two cases there has been 
a small reduction. I may also add tha t  the Regiment 
else received their rations and meals. W e  need not 
read out the figures for each grade. I beg to move that 
tliis Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. M. E. COX:  I beg t o  second that. 
Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, there is just  

a little information I should like to get. I n  respect 
to the higher grade in  this Schedule, if any  of t h e ~ e  
happened to be i n  Government's service, would the  
hon. member i n  charge of the Resolution tell me 
whether he would be drawing his ful l  salary from 
the Government (if he is a Government Servant) as  
well as whether he will be drawing this amount i n  
the  Schedule? The remuneration proposed here is 
iiot really so adequate; and  I am just wondering if 
these amounts will be paid out from the Treasury 
a s  well as the ful l  salary of those who are  employed' 
j11 the Public Service of this country. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUINMINS: They will get 
their full  pay plus the difference; and it is hoped 
that the volunteers who are employed b y  firms will 
act similarly. [Mr. BRrANCKERt: They will get their 
full pay plus the difference; what exactly does that 
 lean?] Suppose, for  instance, in  a particular case 
tile normal pav ia $10 a dav and the Cclonel should 
recommend $15, the man 1~7ill receive his normal $1'9 
plus this $5. 

The q~iesfion that this R~soltcti,o+z, do ?tow pass 
was put a'nd resolved in fhe afirnzative witlzoltt 
&vision. 

RESOLUTION OF THANKS 

Hon. Dr.  H .  G. H.  CUMMINS: I think every 
hcn. meniber present n'ill agree with these abstract 
Eesolutions mhich I shall now ask the House to' pass; 
they hare  been circulated. These are Resolutions to- 
place on record our thanks to  those people abroad 
~ l : o  have expressed their sympathy i n  our  recent 
hurricane disaster involring the lose of life. 

There is one due tc! H e r  Majesty the Queen, and 
d s o  Her  Royal Highness the Prineess 'klargaret. 

There is also a Resolution including the islaii~ls 
the Caribbean and Venezuela. I shall move the 

passing of the Eesolutioii to Her  Majesty first. The 
Resolution reads as follor~s : 

House of Assembly. 
RESOLVED THAT the House of Assembly 

place on record their profound thanks to H e r  Majes- 
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ty the Queen for her expresion of sympathy to- l The question, that this Resolution do l u ~ u  pass 
wards the people of this Island for the loss of life was put amd resolved in the afVrmathe without 
and property occasioned 'by the recent Hurricane. division, 

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. I Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: There ia an  
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. Omnibus Resolution which includes the vast number 

kimilarly worded; it reads as follows :- 
House of Assembly. 

RESOLVED that the House of Assembly place 
on record their profound thanks to Her Royal High- 
nem the Princess Nargaret for her expression of 
sympathy towards the people of this Island for the 
l ~ s s  of life and property occasioned by the recent 
Hurricane. 

Mr. B m C K E R :  MY only comment on this 
Besolution is that we are only placing it on record. 
That i a  something for our Minutes and arehives ; but 
we are taking no step as a House to send to He. 

, majesty our expression of gratitude. Even if the 
Queen's representative has returned thanks, as ws 
are tabing action, I am wondering if it is not rnort 
appropriate that the t h a n b  of this Chamber be ex- 

.; pressed to Her Majwty; and not merely his thanking 
( $5 Her Majesty on our behalf. 

H. 8. H. C ~ N S :  Well these tele- 

$ 
grams have been received at the Secretariat and have 
already been answered as from the Government. If  
members so desire that these Resolutions be replied 
to 'by the House as well, perhaps we could; the only 
differenoe is that in the case of this Omnibus Reso- 
lution which I am about to move, it would be d a -  
cult to send replies to all of them, because it includes 
people in America, Venezuela and the Carib'bean. But 
we thought that for the sake of placing it on record 
the exprewion of thanks of this HOUW would be 
quite enough. 

The quest&% t b t  t& IZ;esolutwn do MW PUSS 
was put and rmobved in the affkmatizre m-thout 

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 
")Y Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 

of other individuals who have rendered i t m e  in 
our recent disaster. The Resolution reads as follows: 

House of Assembly. 
RESOLVED that the House of Amembly place 

On record their profound thanks to Her w e s t y ' s  
Government of the United Kingdom, the several Gov- 
ernments of the Caribbean, and Venezuela, Col. 
Hubert F. Julien and Mr. G. Gorcey Husbands oi 
New York City, and the vast number of individuals 
~ h o  have rendered assistance, both spirtual and 
ri~aterial in our recent disaster. 

I beg to move that this Resolution do now p=. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The questwlc thaf  this Resol~tion do mw pass 

was pud m& resolved in t h  a;f.Imruatwe w i t b u t  
d i v i s h .  

Mr. B R A N C a R :  The only change I recom- 
mend is in the word "spiritual"7 I am, referring to 
the in which the word is spelt in this &solution ; 
should it be left like this: "spurtualv. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I think that is 
all right 

ADJOURNMENT 

The O r d e ~  Paper having been 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I 

Leg to move that this House do now stand adjourn 
cntil Tuesday next, 11th October, 1955, at 3 o'cloek 
r.m. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The qwestim was put and resolved i n  tha afirmz- 

five without di&ian, and Mr. S P E U E R  ai&jowrrc- 
i d  t h  Rouse ~cc~ .&mgly .  
rj2.22 a.m. 




