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THE
House of Assembly Debates
(OFFICIAL REPORT)
SESSION 195455

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 11th October, 1955.
~ Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem-
bly met at 3 o’clock p.m, today.

Present :

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HusBanps (Speaker) ;
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. Cuommins, C.B.E, M.D.,, CM,
(Minister of Social Services); His Honour Mr. A,
E. 8. Lewis, (Deputy Speaker); Hon. M. E. Cox,
(Minister of Communications, Works and Housing) ;
Mr. L. E. Smrrn, J.P., (Chairman of Commattees),
Hon. R. G. Marp, (Minister of Trade, Industry and
Labour) ; Mr. E. K. Warcort, Q.C., Mr. F. C. Gop-
pARD, (Leader of the Opposition) ; Mr, J. A, HHAYNES,
B.A., Mr. J. C. MorrieY, Mr. E. S1. A. HoLpER, Mr.
V. B. VaverAN; Hon. C. E. Tauma, (Minister of
Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries); and Mr. J. C.
Tupor, M.A.

Prayers were read.

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that the Minutes of the Meetings which
were held on the 20th and 24th September, 1955
respectively have been printed and circulated
amongst honourable members. Unless there is any
objection—

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I am not objecting
to the Minutes, but I noticed that in the Minutes it
is now written that Replies to Members’ Questions
of His Excellency the
Governor. That strikes me as being incorrect. I
know that these Replies are laid along with other
Papers, but these are Replies to Questions asked by
honourable members of the Ministers themselves. 1
am merely questioning if it is correct to put in the
Minutes that these Replies are.laid by command of
His Excellency the Governor. If it is not correct
then we will write our Minutes differently.

Mr. SPEAKER: There being no objection, thes-
Minutes ar: taken as read and confirmed.

PAPERS LAID

By command of His Ezcellency the Governor
Papers were laid as follows :—

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Annual report of

the Director of Medical Services for the year 1953-54.

Hon. M. E. COX: Post Office Advances for pay-
ment of Money Orders, to 30th June 1955.

NOTICES

Government Notices were given as follows :—

Hon. M. E. COX: Resolution to place the sum
of $29,000 at the disposal of the Governor-in-
Executive Committee to supplement the Estimates
1955-56 Part II, Capital, as shown in the Supple-
mentary Estimate 1955-56 No. 33 which forms the
Schedule to the Resolution.

Hon. M. E. COX: Resolution to place the sum
of $17,000 at the disposal of the Governor-in-
Executive Committee to supplement the Estimates
1955-56 Par. I, Current, as shown in the Supplemen-
cary Estimates, 1955-56 No. 34, which forms the
Schedule to the Resolution.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Resolution to
place the sum of $4,500 at the disposal of the Gov-
ernor-in-Executive Committee to supplement the
Estimates 1955-56 Part I, Current, as shown in the
Supplementary Estimate 1955-56 No. 35 which forms
the Schedule to the Resolation.

Hon. M. E. COX: Bill to amend the Seawell
Airport Act 1950,

Hon. C. E. TALMA : Bill to amend the Customs
Tariff Act, 1921.

. Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Of my inten-
tion to move the House into Committee of Stupply at
1ts next meeting in order to consider the Money Reso-
lutions of which notice has just been given.

tMr. MILLER entered the House and took his
seat.

3.25 p.m.

PRIVATE NOTICE

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I rise to give on,
behalf of the honourable senior member for St.
George, notice of his inlention to move the psssing

of the following Addres: to His Excellency the
the Governor:—

THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
T0
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOL

The House of Assembly has the honour to draw
to Your Excellency’s attention the fact that the Ad-
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ministration of justice in the law courts of the Island
is neither swift nor otherwise satisfactory, and an in-
vestigation of and report on this unsatisfactory state
of affairs is long overdue.

The House therefore respectfully requests that
Your Excellency enter into negotiations with a view
to securing the services of some qualified person or
persons to undertake such an inquiry with the least
possible delay.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the
honourable senior member for St. Lucy I give notice
of the following question :.—

Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKER
To enquire of the Minister of Labour:—

Is the Minister aware that, during 1954, two
thousand three hundred and twenty-one Policemen
resigned from Police Forees in England and Wales
before qualifying for an ordinary retirement Fension ?

2. Is the Minister also aware that, on 3lst
January, 1955, the Police Forces of England and
Wales were eight thousand and eight hundred and
thirty-two men short of the authorised male establish-
ment of 72,8441

3. Will the Minister adopt energetic measures
with a view to getting Barbadians accepted for the
above-mentioned Police Forces, as a means of rehev-
ing unemployment locally.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move
that the Bill to amend the Seawell Airport Act, 1950,
be now read a first time,.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : I beg to second that.

The question that this Bill be now read o first
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
diviston.

Hon. . E. TALMA : Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that the Bill to amend the Customs Tariff Act, 1921,
be now read a first time.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question that this Bill be now read a first
time was put and resolved im the affirmative withou!
division.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,—
in connection with Order No. (1) I beg to move that
Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the House
g6 into Committee of Supply.

The question that this House do mow go into
Commuttee of Supply was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair and the House went
wmto Committee of Supply, Mr. Smith being in the
Chair.

Houses at Enmore

Hon. Dr, H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
this Resolution for the sum of $2,075 is in connection
with the finishing of two houses at Enmore, being
quarters built for the Medical Staff.

As shown in the Addendum:—

The sum of $9,000 was provided by Resolution
No. 15/55 during the last finaneial year under Part
1I—Capital Expenditure, Head IIT-—Medical Ser-
viees toward the cost of comstructing and equipping
two residences at thc St. Michael Health Centre—
‘“Enmore’’—for use by the Medical Staff of the
General Hospital. Up to 31st March, 1955, the sum of
$6,924.94 only was spent, leaving a balance of

$2,075.06 expended, as erection was begun later than
was originally planned.

In the current financial year’s estimates, under
Part IT—Capital Expenditure, B—Available Funds,
I1IT—Medical Services—Quarters, Medical Staff, a
sum of $35,000 is provided which, together with the
$9,000 voted last financial year, makes a total of
$44,000 for constructing and equipping these resid-
ences. This is $2,000 less than the original estimate
submitted by the Director of Public Works. in order
to complete the construetion and equipping of these
residences on the reduced estimate of $44,000, a re-
vote of $2,075 is now required.

As I said just now this was a revote of $44,000
to finish these two houses; but because construction
was begun at a later hour than was originally planned,
that money has lapsed.

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I should like to
enquire from the Hon. Minister in charge of this
Resolution whether, now that those residences are
completed, it is detrimental to the building of other
residences and buildings on that spot. 1 think 1
remember on the occasion when the proposal for
building these houses up there was made; 1 en-
quired if there was any comprehensive plan for
the use of land at Enmore, and it would be interest-
ing to know if the Guvernment has any further plan
for building residences up there and whether the
siting of these two houses is still considered not an
interference with the rest of the land.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman
{ do not think that I heard all that the honourable
niember has said but I gather, from what I have
heard, that the honourable member is asking whethe
these two houses as they stand now interfere with the
land and whether it is planned to build other houses
up there. To the first question I say I do not think it
interferes with the land; that is my humble opinion;
and as regards the building of more quarters there,
there wasg a suggestion that when the expansion of
the Hospital is completed we will need more Medical
Staff and it is suggested to build a small block other
than those two other houses such as might be needed
in the expansion of the General Hospital.

The question that this Resolution do mow pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,

3.35 p.m.
World Health Organisation

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman
the next Resolution is for the sum of $4,291 and it
is needed to pay Subsistence Allowance to the Staff
of the World Health Organisation. There are two
Representatives at present in the island and soon
there will be a third. One is a Doctor who will be 1
charge of the B.C.G. campaign and one is a Mrs.
Helen Bowman who has been selected as the Public
Health Nursing/Midwife Consultant for our health
improvement Scheme. The third, Dr. Marion L. Bevis,
is expected.

It is the policy of W.H.O. to pay full salaries to
those people when they are in employment and
when seconded, to pay half of the subsistence allow-
ance. This $4,291 is tc cover the other half that Bar-
bados is expected to pay in respect of these three
officers.

I suppose members will like to hear something
of the B.C.G. campaign. Tt was expected to be started
towards the end of September but in consequence o*
the storm and the unsettled conditions which exists
since, it is thought advisable to delay the campaign
for a month, so it will begin towards the end of this
month or early in November.
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“ 1 beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. I (b) erection of a building to take the
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. Porters’ Liodge and Office and
Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I think that all of Cleaners store .. .. .. 2,500
us agree that this allowance should be paid to these (¢) new shelter and seats for visitors 1,750
people and that the work which they are doing is (d) new railings to Visitors Waiting
very worthwhile indeed, but there are one or two area 500
points which I would like to raise with the Minister. .
They are more or less questions to clarify something $7,050

with respect to the people employed in the B.C.G.
Campaign — I do not mean in respeet of those tech-
nical people but the other people who were in it so
far as the spraying is concerned.

Recently 1 have been talking with one or two
people connected with it and I gather, so they tell
me, that their terms of employment are not as stable

as they themselves wculd have wished. 1 have been }

made to understand that some of them who go around
assisting in the spraying are turned on for certain
periods and then laid off. I do not know the reason
for that. It may be that they want to give as many
people employment as possible and therefore they are
using a shift system. It may be that after persons
are employed they are found not suitable, therefore
others are taken on. I only mentioned that so that
the Hon. Minister can enlighten me on the points
with respect of those who are employed in the Spray-
mg Campaign, their terms of employment and what
actually happened in cases where they are laid off.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I may tell you
that these campaigns move from parish to parish.
Persons in the parish which the campaign is con-
ducted are given the opportunity to work, so T think
that is the answer to people being taken on and
then laid off. - : i

The question that the  Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
dwision.

Supplementary Estimates 1955—56 (No. 27)
General Hospital

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS :" Mr. Chairman,
the next Resolution is for the sum of $7,050, and 1
know when hon. members see the object for which
this money is asked, that is, for the purpose of al-
tering the Main Entrance to the General Hospital,
so as to provide an area where visitors who now
crowd the Highway may wait within the ecompound,
they would readily grant it.

We all know that they have been a collection of
visitors on the street outside the Hospital on visiting

. ¢ays that has been so for a long time; and it is now

about to be remedied. The plan is that the existing
Gate as it now stands will be moved in a bit and
will be widened, because it is found difficult for big
motor lorries and big vehicles to manoeuvre through
the present Gate. On the area to the left of the
(Gate, sheds will be put up so as to serve, so to speak,
as a waiting Room. for visitors who come to visit
their friends and families. That will give relief to
the number of persons who collect around the gate
on the street and who block traffic and also inecon-
venience other people. As I have said, the existing
Gate will be moved in somewhat, and naturally pil-
lars will be rebuilt. The Porters’ Lodge and Office
will also be removed to the opposite side to which it
stands now. Also behind the Porters Lodge a small
place will be erected to provide a cleaner’s room
where baskets and.so on may be deposited.
‘ It is estimated that the cost of these improve-
ments will be as follows:—
(a) moving back the existing gates and
rebuilding the pillars—new cutting

and walling to entrance .. $2,300

1 beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, onc can sympa-
thise with the Government in attempting to remedy
this situation, but, Sir, as far as I have been able
to gather, and from what I have discovered a num-
ber of tiekets (I think they are two) are issued to
the relatives of the sick person and those two per-
sons can visit that patient on days which are visiting
days. But there seems to be an arrangement where
these two people can go in and visit their relatives
and get the tickets back out side and after an hour
of visiting there is any number of people in the
Hospital to visit that one person on those two tickets.
3.45 p.m.

If you are maintaining just two or three days
per week for persons to visit their friends and rela-
tives in the General Ward, that is bound to happen..
You cannot judge the congregation of people which
vou will have at the Gate by the number of sick per-
sons you have at the Hospital plus the number of
tickets which you are willing to give. I do not know
if the number of tickets have been increased;
however, the proposal has been made. I think
it was made in this House, that visiting honrs
for all patients in the Hospital should be daily and
1 am wondering whether that method has been tried
and failed. In the same way that paying patients
are allowed a mid-day and an afternoon visit, the
people in the General Ward should be allowed either
two visits per day or one visit every day so that the
number of persons visiting at present would be
reduced on the two or three days which are allowec
at present. I wonder if that method has been tried be-
cause we must remember that the old Hospital Board
had devised a method by which visitors came into a
part of the Hospital where they could shelter and
chat, and then go in two by two to see their relatives;
but that failed. I am wondering if you are not going
to allow more visiting time; if you merely push back
the Hospital Gate so that traffic could use the road
verhaps you will find it to be just as congested as it
is at present. So long as there are two or three
persons in the road, they are in more danger than
if a congregation is in the road, because nobody will
approach a large crowd in the same way as he would
approach two or three persons.

Can you afford to alter that Hospital Gate and
go sufficiently far down to the Wards as to accom
modate the number of persons who will be there?
Have you tried any other method? Is the methud
of allowing people to visit their friends and relatives
daily such an inconvenience to the Hospital? You
should make the visiting time such that if anybody
could not get down to the Hospital on Monday he
could get down to it on Tuesday, Wednesday or on
the following days of the week even up to Sunday.
As to this idea of having two visiting tickets and
thinking that it will help the problem, I say that it
has not helped it in the past.  All the Orderlies
would have to traverse the Wards to ask ‘‘have you
got a ticket?’’ You will find that several people
get into the Hospital on the two tickets which are
allowed; but if you increase the number of visiting
days and thereby increase the number of visiting
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hours and so make it possible to stagger the visits to
the Hospital, you will find that you will not have
that congregation of people which you now have.
am merely enquiring whether we should go to this
extent to alter the Hospital Gate so as to accommo-
date visitors when we could try another method to
weet the situation. I really do not see what they are
doing at all.

Mr. GODDARD: [Everyone will agree that it
is difficult for even a small car to negotiate the Gates
of the General Hospital. I think, that a little
money spent in setting these Gates back somewhat
is a wise move; but I am not altogether satisfied that
bringing the people inside the Hospital is the wisest
thing to do. I had hoped that the Government would
have purchased that property which is opposite to
the Hospital Gate and obtain proper facilities for
people who are awaiting entrance to the Hospital.
That would cause the control at the Hospital to de
more effective. Besides that, the amount of land
available for this project is very limited. The Hospi-
1al should be at least some place of beauty, and it
should have open spaces; but if we are going to
build on every piece of the land, then we are de-
tracting from a most essential feature of a Hospital.
1t would have been more appropriate if that building
al the corner opposite the Hospital had been bought;
the corner needs to be widened and facilities eould
Le more appropriately erected on the site of that
building for the accommodation of visitors to the
Hospital. It is rather late now, but I thought that
during the year the Government would have come
down with a Resolution for providing facilities at
the Hospital. That is what T had in mind, but the
widening of the Gates is necessary.

Mr. HAYNES: I have been hearing a lot of
rumours in connection with the Hospital. The pres-
ent Chairman of the Advisory Committee has ap-
proached me with the idea that instead of building
the Nurses’ Quarters at *‘ Stockton’’, the same mate-
11al should be taken to extend the Hospital at ‘‘En-
more’’ and utilise a lot of the space there. Each
year they would give another Ward at the Hospital
and so on. However, my object in getting to my feet
is to ask the Minister of Social Services if he does not
think that even if this Resolution is passed he
should hold his hand about putting it into action.
I am told that it would be an absolute waste of
money if the other scheme is implemented, I am only
throwing out a suggestion to let us know if they
have thought of this new Scheme which the Chair-
man of the Advisory Committee has put up and
which to my mind would be a modern building and
would be a step in the right direction. I should like
to hear his views on the matter.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: To answer the
hon. junior member for St. Andrew first: I think it
was about three years ago that the Hospital Plan-
ring Committee was appointed. That Coramittee
held several meetings and submitted a Report. That
Report was laid here in this House and T am quite
sure that the hon. junior member for St. Andrew
read that Report. It is on the basis of that Report
<“hat we were proceeding. You will remember, sir,
that even before then, ir 1945 we began considering
the erection of a new Hospital on another site. The
Waterford site was chosen first, but for reasons of
health that site was abandoned. The Bay Estate
was also suggested but that did no fruetify because
of the cost; the cost of that site was estimated at
£1.000 or 1,200 per bed. The most recent Hospital in
the area is the San Fernando Hespital and there
has been a new Hospita] erected in Jamaiea.

As regards the San Fernando Hospital I do not

kuow if they have yet arrived at any concrete figure *

as to the cost. But the Hospital in Jamaica costs
£2,000 a bed. For the reason of the cost other plans
were abandoned. In the interest of the economy
of the Island the Hospital Planning Committee sub-
mitted that report. What the Committee recom-
mended was a little over £1,000,000; I am not quite
sure of the figure; probably it was one and a quarter
million pounds.

3.55 p.m.

It is true I did hear it, and then I saw it in the
Liecorder published on Monday that somebody has
come forward with another idea of building a three
storey Hospital with 600 beds at ‘‘Enmore.”” Well,
that has not yet reached me yet. I believe the Ad-
visory Committee has had a meeting but the Report
has not yet reached by desk. Therefore, I am not
prepared to say at this stage what the Government
will do as regards this recommendation. It is all a
guestion of money. We would very much like to have
a brand new Hospital with all modern equipment;
but the question is, can we afford it, especially with
the Emergency which we have just had ? That is some-
thing which we have to bear in mind. T repeat that
at this moment I cannot say what stand the Govern-
ment will take. I personally will give it due con-
sideration; and if funds permit I will undertake to
furnish this new Hospital. The honourable junior
member for the City has made a very good point as
1egards making provisions for allowing visitors to
cocme in the Hall. T promise him that I will give
due consideration to that suggestion.

The question thet this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
dwision.

Supplementary Estimate (No. 28) Civil Service
Associations

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS': The next two
Resolutions stand in the name of the Hon. Premier
who is absent and I am asking leave of the Committee
to take charge of these. In fact, Mr. Chairman,
there are really three Resolutions.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member is
asking leave to take charge of the three Resolutions
standing in the name of the Hon. Premier.

There being no objection leave was granted the
Hon. Minister.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: The next Resolution is
for the sum of $600. It is I think, intended to as-
gist the Civil Servants Association to send two or
three delegates to Jamaica to take part in the West
Indian Civil Servants Conference. They claimed
that they were unable to meet fully the expenses in
connection with this Conference and have approached
the .Government for assistance. In as much as it
was a Conference which would have some bearing
on the conduet etcetera of the Civil Service it has
warranted the granting of such a request. The
Government will assist them through the extent of
$600 which, T believe is part of their passage.

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, it is really de-
plorable that Trade Unions in this area are so im-
pecunious as always to have to rush to Government
for assistance. T am wondering whether they
should not be more independent than that. T am not
at all prepared to subscribe to the view, with unifi-
cation of these Committees and commissions that
have been set up, that they should be given any

LA 2
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funds. These commissions have gone around the
ipland and have made a report and so I am nof
agreeing to this Resolution on that score. 1 am
merely deploring the faet that the Civil Service
Association could not find $1,200 to send these dele-
gates to this Conference. I am wondering, if it is
tegarded as a Conference, why the amount was not
taken out of the Conference vote. I cannot remember
just now where this Conference vote comes; 1 think
it falls under Miscellaneous Services; and we now
have Conferences under Subsidies and Grants. The
next thing is that at some recent Conference—I think
it is the custom that Government has to pay all th-
money and mow it has come to the Civil Serviece
Association they are only paying half. I am coun-
selling these Trade Unions (because that is what
the Civil Service Association is) to be as independ-
ent of the Government as they possibly can; and
especially the Trade Union representing the Gov-
ernment Service.
4.05 p.m.

They cannot go hat in hand and ask Govern
ment to vote them money and then go to the same
Government and demand their pound of flesh.

The next thing is that it is going to become a
fashion for the Government to support these things
either on a dollar-for-dollar basis or outright total
expense and that is something which we will have
to watech. If we pay our Civil Servants what we
should pay them, they should be prepared to pay a
contribution to a Trade Union which is going to
protect their interest and keep it as independent as
possible. However, sir, there are other workers,
and now employers’ organisations which are get
ting this Conference money, therefore, I see no
reason why Civil Servants should not come and get
some too.

The question that the Resolution do Mow pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
diviston.

Supplemeniary Estimate 1955—56, No. 29

Hon Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chajrman,
the next Resolution ig for the sum of $18,455 to sup-
plement the Estimates 1955--56 Part 1. As it is
comprised of individual Supplementary Estimates, I
think we should take this Resolution Head by Head
as we always do.

Head V. — Harbour and Shipping
Head V., Harbour and Shipping was Called

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: In moving that
Head V — stand part, Mr. Chairman, I will read
the Note, which is as follows:—

The total cost of docking and repairing certain
harbour craft, viz: the Dredger and Barge, the Lord
Willoughby and Water Barge, and No. 1 Harbour
Liaunch, was far in excess of the actual amount es-
timated, as when these vessels were docked and in-
spected, certain work, which was not expected be-
came necessary.

Extra casual labour was employed on the
Dredger and Launch while they were on dock, as
this expedited the work and thereby save the pay-
ment of dock dues for a longer period.

The need for this supplementary provision is
the result of an increase in the price quoted for this
unit.

I beg to move that Head V —stand part.

Hon. M. B. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, on the previous
cecasion I tried to get some information as to why
the Lord Combermere or Lady ‘Something’ became
unusable. I understand that there is a replacement
Fund. 1 do not remember if any information has
been given as to why, instead of your importing
what suited you hefore, that is, a combined water
carrier and launch, that you needed two things now.
You are now up against it. When you are going to
dock now for repairs, you are carrying the launch
and you have to bring the water barge behind;
therefore, it appears that what you had thought you
would have saved you are paying for in this way.
It is now $8,000 in excess of the amount estimated.
Tt iy true that you sell water to ships; but I do not
know if you sell at a price greater than what it costs
ycu to produce it.

Sir, T just mentioned that on this particular
Head. T would like to find out if the Government has
discovered that it was a mistake to have the two
Items instead of one. I have never heard anybody
vefore condemn the Lord Combermere for the ser-
vice which it rendered. These things are expected
to last for many years.

I would like one of the Ministers to take suffic-
ient interest in this matter as to come to the House
and say: ‘“We have made a mistake in having
these two things instead of one. We saved then in
the initial cost but it appears as if we are going to
spend as much by taking them on dock.”’

And it is a fact that every time these things
are to be docked, they are going to come here with
this same sort of note. The ounly thing that can be
changed is the figure which may be $10,000 or
$15,000.

Not only that, but during the afterncon of the
Hurricane or the afternoon afterwards, these tugs
brelonging to the Government that should be render-
ing some service when a motor vessel let loose and
did damage, were not pressed into service. Tt costs
$1,000 to blow up a Schooner that was sunk there
many years ago and that should teach them a lesson.
I understand from owners of Schooners that these
tugs are there to render them assistance. If they
are there for that purpose, they should have been
there to do it.

The question that Head V, stand pwrt Was put
and agreed to.

Head XIV — Judiciary
Head XIV was Called

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: As will be
seen from the Note, it is not possible to estimate
accurately the expenses to be incurred in any year
in connection with Law Examinations. Payments
have been in arrears and, as they are now being
made promptly, it is anticipated that $900 will be
required if all expenses which will be incurred
during 1955-56 are to he paid within the financial
year.

T think that Note is very explicit. I beg to move
that Head XIV stand Part.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

415 pm.

Mr. BARROW: While I appreciate that the
present Solicitors’ Act enable the Government to
subsidise what is by no means an important branch
of the legal profession, I think it is generally depre-
cated that in view of the fact that these facilities
for free examinations do not obtain with other pro-
fessicns, the Government has not done something
about seeing that the proper and adequate fees are
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exacted from candidates who are taking the Solici-
tors’ examination. No Barrister or Medical Man
has his examination fees pald and the expense for
the Bar and the Medical Profession are a great deal
higher than those which solicitors are expected to’
undergo.

1t has been suggested on the floor of this House
that if the Government would remove some of the
restrictions which now ‘exist as to the taking of
Solicitors’ examinations by Articled Clerks, they
would examine the cost of removing this subsidy at
the same time. I do hope that between now and
the time of the annual Estimates next year, the Gov-
ernment will bring forward some amendment to the
Solicitors’ Act in this respect.

Mr. BRANCKER: 1 would like to add a word
1n connection with this matter myself. I think that
the Council of the Law Society has recommended
that these fees of which the Government pays such
a large percentage, should be paid exclusively by
the candidate. It has been pointed out that there
is hardly a profession, not even the Medical profes-
sion, which provides a more lucrative source of in-
come than the Solicitors’ branch of the legal pro-
fession [A MEMBER: Shame!] I doubt if any
solicitor, like members of the senior branch of the
profession, sends in correct Income tax returns;
because they would certainly be on all fours with
any upright legal practitioner whose returns are
correctly submitted to the Income tax Commissioner.
{ Laughter.] This profession is too lucrative a pro-
fession for the taxpayer to contribute to the train-
ing of solicitors; you acquire it free of charge be-
cause no premium is exacted as it is done in England.
There is only one solicitor who has exacted the
premium of 100 guineas for an Articled Clerk. I
think the Government is trying to raise as much
money as it ean in the Treasury for the carrying out
of various plans, and so on; and I think that this is
a proper source of increased income which ean e
considered. When the whole Judicial Establishment
Bill is before us, I think the Solicitors’ Act could
well be consolidated and provision made to ensur:
that all expenses are paid by the candidates for their
examination fees.

The question that Head XIV, stand part of the
Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Head XVI — Prisons

Head XVI — Prisons — was colled.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: This Head deals
with three items. The first item is ‘‘ After care of
Discharged Prisoners.”” For some time now the
amount of $580 has been voted in connection witkh
that item. This- amount has been almost spent and
there is only an amount of $25 remaining; it has
" proved to be inadequate.

[Asides.]

Mr. Chairman, I hope that you will
the Hon. Minister of Communications to
silent.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 object to that; the nois>
15 coming from elsewhere.

- Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: As I was saying, Mr
Chairman, this amount which is not required it
due to after care given to long term prisoners whe
tave been sent out during the year. Thirty-one long
term prisoners have been sent out and they have
been given clothes and in many cases tools as well.
There are still more of these prisoners to go out
and it is felt that this amount of $580 which has
been voted is inadequate. There is only $25 in the

cail on
rema‘n

till and that will not be enough to help those pris-
oners who are going out before the end of the
["inancial Year.

I may add in connection with this item, that
the present Superintendent of the Prison is now
glacing emphasis on handicrafts and trades. That is

to say, no longer do the male prisoners have to go-

to Codrington to cut stones. They are kept in the
Prison and taught handicrafts and trades, so thay
when they leave the Prison, they will have am
opportunity of earning a living. [VOICES: Hear!
Hear!] The Superintendent has given these people
tools when they are leaving the Prison in order
that they might find work and keep out of the
Prison. I am quite sure that hon. members will agree
with me that this is a laudable step, one which
deserves the voting of this $500 to carry them
through to the end of the financial year.

As regards the next item ‘‘Purchase of Typ:-
writer,”” the old one has been found to be 30 years
old. It was purchased since 1927, it has been re-
paired from time to time until it cannot be re
paired any longer. The need for this typewriter is
£o urgent that we cannot wait to include it in the
rext Estimates. The Superintendent is using a type-
writer of his own; it is a very small one and can-
not cope with the work which is demanded of it.

The next Item is a new one ‘‘ Animal Husban-
dry.’’ The emphasis at the Prison is now, as I said

a while ago, on teaching prisoners handicrafts and

trades: and now there is animal husbandry. This
money is required for the purchase of a cow. We
Lave pigs, fowls and sheep and now it is thought
necessary to purchase a cow so that the milk wiil
be used in the Institution and the prisoners will be
taught to take care of cows when they leave the
Prison. A twofold purpose will therefore be served.

1 beg to move that Head XVI-stand part of the
Schedule. .

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.
4.25 p.m.

Mr. CHATRMAN: The honourable senior

member for St. Lucy.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, I am en-
tirely in favour with this Resolution and the prin-
ciple aback of it. T am going to throw the suggestion
io the honourable member who is in charge of this
aspect of Government affairs, that is, the after care
of discharged prisoners, that the amount of the
sward is, in my opinion much too conservative to be
of real help. T would suggest to the honourable
rwember that he might well consider, with the assis-
tance of his advisers and the Superintendent of
Frisons in particular, increasing the scale of the
award; because really now and again one meets
former clients (any of my friends on my left can bear
me out in that). After a long time away from home
the amount which they receive is hopelessly inade-
quate to achieve even that which it is the intention
of the Authorities in giving them this money. It
is too small to be of any real value; and is just enough
to provide for meals and board for a few days after
the prisoner has come out. I would therefore sug-
gest that this matter receive some consideration in
the light in which these matters are thought of today,
that is to say sympathetic consideration with a view
to making some adequate increase in the amount
which is provided for the after care of dischargeéd
prisoners. Because when once we get rid of the
old idea that a prison is a Devil’s Island, and we
bring forward the idea that a Prison is to provide
punishment and at the same time function as re-
formatory, we will ensure that the prisoners coming
cut of Prison will have a reasonable chance, at least,
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of making a fresh start in life with whatever assis-
tance Government feels to give them.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I am unable to
give any expert advice on this subject after care
of prisoners, but I do think you can increase the
amount that would help the prisoners at least to pay
for any legal assistance. |[Mr. BRANCKER: The
Crown Law Officers are adequately paid.] We
should be able to tell what the rates are. Certainly
considering all this treatment the Authorities must
have some idea as to whether this is sufficient. What
strikes me as peculiar is that it appears as though
they are taking something from the Mental Hospital
and having some sort of occupational therapy. If it
is, it is a good idea,

Why do they only want one cow? It appears here
that there are no cows at present; that is how it is
If you read line two of Note 7 you will see that it is
proposed to extend the scope of animal nusbandry.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: 1 said at pres-
<nt we have some pigs, some sheep, and some fowls;
hence the word ‘‘extend’’ [A VOICE: Is that an
extension.] Yes that is an extension.

Mr. LEWIS: Are you going to get a cow and
stalls for $400, or is it a calf you are talking about?
Surely if they are so doubtful about this, they have
to try out one cow; but it does not seem as it there
is any hope of their succeeding. However there is
the Government Farm at the Pine to assist them with
information to see that they get a good strain of
cows. What I should like to know is this: is it in-
iended that the prisoners should do this work, and
will they be paid for it? As I understand it they
are paid for other work which they do. It might
te a good way of their earning some money., and
when they come out of prison they may be able to
say that they know something about this matter,
and any assistance you may give them will be of use
to them. Perhaps you may be able to give them
sufficient assistance as to keep a cow for themselves.

Mr. ALI.DER: {If this amount is for the pur-
chase of cows — that is mileh cattle — and the milk
from such cattle will be used by the prisoners, 1 am
very willing to vote for it but if the prisoners will
bd asked to attend to these cattle and people —

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: 1T said deliber-
ately that the milk will be used in the Institution
and there is also the object of teaching these prisoners
animal husbandry; in other words the object is two-
fold.

Mr. ALLDER: I am sorry that the Hon. Min-
wster of Social Services did not compel such a thing
to be practised when the Head of the Administration
was there because it is public knowledge that pro-
visions reaped by the prisoners were not permitied
io be used by the prisoners: and I am very glad to
see that the Hon. Minister and the present Governor
‘there are trying to better the existing conditions
up there . I should also like to express my appre-
ciation for the presentation of a supplementary vote
for the after care of these prisoners. It is some
years now since the House has been asked to give
consideration to a supplementary provision to be
used for the after care of prisoners., But unlike the
suggestion of the honourable senior member for St.
Luey, while I consider an inerease in the allowance
is necessary for the prisoner, I hardly think you can
give him sufficient as to keep him for very many days
after he has been released; and I think that the Hon.
Minister of Social Services should go into this matter.
Many of those prisoners have been incarcerated for
many years and have given service to the public free.
The publie, therefore, owes them a duty; because on

account of being there they lose all contact with out-
side. Some. of them cannot even find their relatives
and friends and it is the Government’s duty in those
cireumstances to see that they are properly rehabili-
tated. What this means is this: that the Govern-
ment has several Departments which have something
to do with construction works and other occupations
and they should be an Agreement between the Au-
thorities at the Prison and the Labour Department,
Social Welfare Department, Housing Board, Public
Works Department or Highways and Transport
whereby those who are to be released can be encour-
aged to go to one of these Departments and get work.
4.35 p.m.

Recommendations should be made to thos-
Heads of Department who take on Labour so as to
make provision for those people; and that would be
a2 means of reducing the percentage of recidivists,
which 1 have noticed from the last Report is coe-
siderably high. A person who is in jail for a couple
of years comes out today and in the next couple ot
weeks he is taken back to prison for some offence.
The reason is because he cannot find relatives and
friends after he comes out of Prison and as he
cannot get employment he is tempted to comn'it
another crime. No employment is provided for him
on his leaving that Institution. I am therefore pass
ing on the suggestion to the Hon. Minister of Social
Services that it is a very easy thing to find employ-
ment for such people. Of course, you cannot or may
not employ a criminal as a porter in a warehouse
where valuable things are stored but any man who
has served a prison term and whose mind is not
criminalistic should be given the opportunity of
becoming a good citizen by giving him employment
as a labourer in the Public Works Department or
a job such as oiling the roads in the Department
of Highways and Transport.

I should at this time express my agreement
over the changes which the present flead of Glen-
dairy has brought about and it seems as if he is
going ‘to turn out to be one of the best officers ot
this Government. He treats people like human
beings. I feel that (Government should givée this
officer latitude to institute those reforms which
are practised in the larger countries as regards
prisoners. '

I hope the Hon. Minister of Social Services will
bear in mind the suggestion which I make, that
«8 to channel those persons who have been in jail
for many years directly from the expiration of the
prison term to some work into one of the depart
ments where labour is employed so as to prevent
them from committing other crimes. I may say that
long service prisoners do not come out of jail in
large droves. You might get somebody coming out
today who was in there two or three years before;
therefore, it is easy for the Superintendent of the
Prison to contact the Labour Department or the
ilighways & Transport Department and tell them
that he has a long timer who is coming out in sayv
iwo or three weeks and to make provision for some
employment to give him as he comes out.

If you are not going to do that you will cer-
tainly have to feed them for their life time; becaus:
they will find that wherever they go to get a job,
romebody will be whispering in the would-be em-
ployer’s ears: ‘““Do not employ that man, he is a
jail-bird.’’ That tale will go around and you will
find out that nobody will be willing to employ that
man, yet he is expected to live as an upright citi-
zen. I think the Governmeant should assist those
persons in living upright lives.
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Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, while there will

we always sympathy for the provision which i
made in this Resolution concerning a prisoner and
also sympathy with the point of view expressed by
the Hon. Minister in introducing it, it is nevertheless
patent that the Government has not as yet got
around to a humane and progressive ‘‘prisoner”
policy. It is true that since the change over at th:
prison,, the incumbkent of the office of Superinten-
dent has shown himself very progressive minded,
humane and to be a christian gentlemap; and
within the limit of his authority -has been able tc
kring about certain changes in a more enlightened
direction, All that is commendable: but I do not
think it ought to be left to him to initiate policies
which should be of benefit to the institution as such
or even to do things on his own authority other than
such limits as that authority gives him.
) What is needed, Sir, is a well-considered long
term plan dealing with the discharge of prisovers.
[n England, for instance, at all the big prisons
there is machinery set up for the guidance and en-
lightenment of all prisoners who have served theic
prison terms and are about to go into the outside
world again. When I was in the United Kingdom
[ had the privilege to go to Wormwood Scrubs to
take part in a series of discussions there which had
keen organised for the benefit of long term prisone:s,
who within three months from the date of the le>-
tures were to be released.

The point about having those discussions was
first of all, to bring the outside world into the prison,
80 that when the prisoner was discharged it would
not geem strange or unnecessarily hard to him. Th~
second thing was to fill them with information
of the changes and adjustments which had taken
place in the outside world when they were away
from it that their own attitude to things and tuc
determination not to enter prison again might well
be strengthened. In addition, I have seen arranged
in the manmer outlined by the hon. senior member
for St. John where steps were taken to provide
suitable work for prisoners upon their entry into
the outside world.

4.45 p.m.

I should just like to emphasise this difference
from his view: not all people who go to prison are
fit to do manual labour, because it iz a fact that
quite a number of people who are sent to prison are
not necessarily the sort who have that -aptitude.
Therefore I would not restrict that provision for
them to work with the Highways and Transpor:
Department or the Public Works Departm:nt, but
m any oecupation for which their talents and
ability fit them. [A MEMBER: Not if one is a
banker.] Of course if the prisoner has been a
banker, he can check the coupons which the Hon.
K. R. Hunte is now issuing [laughter]; but here it
would be a question of adaptability and talent. Ir
addition to all that, a case could always be made
out for giving financial and other provisions to
prisoners; you cannot expeet a man cr woman to
adjust himself or herself in the outside world after
s long spell in prison; and you cannot expeect to be
able to provide for his or her maintenance in the
first week or even in the first month after leaving
the prison.

As things are mnowadays, nearly all of them
join the ranks of the unemployed as soon as theys
are released from prison and remain in these ranss
for quite a while after; so that any financial prosi
sion made for them is indeed justifiable, and one
can only hope that it will be given as generously
as possible within the limit of what is allocated

to the prison and even more. If tha practice of
giving clothing has to be extended, I sincerely be-
heve that more than one suit or change of cloth-
ing ought to be given. However, these are mere
details. What is needed is a comprehensive scheme—
a plan for the adjustment of prisoners to the out
side world before they have to make that adjust-
ment on their own, before they have to enter mtc
the outside world without preparation.

I was wondering what had become of the
Social Welfare Department; this Department is
probably the only one of the whole lot maintained
by this Government which does so little to justify
its existence. I am one of the members of tae
House who cannot speak of the Social Welfare
Department without some heat; I think it is about time
that some justification be shown not only by the
Department but by the Officer who is in charge of
it and it would be a blessing if that Lady eould be
persuaded —

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I must draw to the atten
tion of the hon. member that we are dealing with
the Prison, not with the Social Welfare Dep..t
mwent,

Mr. TUDOR: It may be the fashion amongst
some hon. members of this House to speak without
the use of analogy and comparison, but I naturally
cannot do that. I think it would be a very valuable
asset to the prison and the scheme which it is to ad-
vance if the Head of the Social Welfare Department
could be pressed into the service of the after-care of
these discharged prisoners. That is a matter which
requires expert and technical handling, and it may
be mnecessary to enlist the services of psychologist.
Therefore I give my support to the proposal, but
in addition to that, I do wish to urge upon the
Minister of Social Services the necessity of treating
this matter in a more comprehensive manner so
that many more benefits would acerue to these people
than those which are accruing to them at present.

Mr. Chairman, it may te that the shock of the
Hurricane has worn off sufficiently as to enable this
Government and its advisers to indulge in soms
moments of light relief. We are solemnly told her.
i the Note to this Item ‘‘Animal Husbandry’
(which we are discussing) that the Superintendert
of Prisons in consultation with Senior Veterinarv
Officer, has recommended that the scope of animal
Fkusbandry at the Prisons should be extended by
keeping milch cattle there. The Note goes ocn tu
tell us as a first measure, funds are necessary to
purchase one cow and to make provision for stalls.
etec. They would have us believe that they should
be taken seriously when they claim that they arc
extending the scope of animal husbandry and wast
ing our time and their own time by asking us to agree
to the purchase of one cow. Mr. Chairman, some of us
and even yourself have kept cows, and I do not
think you would claim when you have one cow,
even if you had some pigs, sheep and chickens, that
vou were extending the scope of Animal Husban-
dry. You might have said that you capnot afford
to buy another cow but that you would do so when
vou could afford tc buy it. But this is a Public Insti-
tution with persons who work in this venture,
and with a considerable amount of pasture iand
for the rearing and feeding of these cattle. Yet 1t
does mot oceur to them that there is something
slightly absurd by purchasing a single cow to ex-
tend, as they put it, the scope of animal husbandry
at the Prison. I well remember that the Superin-
tendeint of Prisons before the present one used
to keep not a cow, but cows; and unless my memory
fails me, he had three or prssibly four cows. I have
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not heard it said either by him or by anybody thal
he found it difficult to maintain them: or that h.
did not have the room to keep them: or that proper
arrangements could not be made for their feeding
and care. Since one takes it that a Public issu-
has to be made of this matter by bringing in the
Senior Veterinary Officer, one takes it that it is a
serious attempt to increase the milk production m
the island by increasing the milk production at the
Government Institution. I should have thougiii that
oune of the first things which the Government would
think akout would be to extend the secope vot only
by pdrchasing a cow but certainly by purchasing a
bull. The scope could be extended quite naiurally
without any trouble, or fuss, and then you would
have been able to say that you were purchasing mileb
cattle,
4.55 p.m.

In any case, if permission is given to purchase
a cow and that cow is purchased, there will come 3
time when it will not give milk, and it would not
surprise me when that happens that this House will
be treated with the startling discovery made by the
Government that one cow is not enough and that
funds must be asked for the purchase of another.

Mr. Chairman, if these trivial matters engage
the attention of the Ministers, the very least assur-
ance we can have from them is that, despite their
triviality, there is some aspect of realism about them.
However the honourable member must feel that if
there is going to be a model farm a bull, and possi-
bly three cows would be a tidy enough unit. I do
not think you so much need a bull nowadays because
the practice of artificial semination which is quite
wide spread now is quite satisfactory; but they
should have at least three cows. What I suspect
{and I cannot help facing my suspicion) is this:
that in no way has a serious attempt even to do the
things set out in this Resolution been made. The
niilk of one cow could not suffice or meet the needs
of an Institution such as the Prison, and since in
eadition to the cow stalls are to be provided, it ap-
pears that a cow costing something like $200 is un-
likely to provide the abundance of milk which the
Government has in mind. Tt follows, therefore, that
when all is said and done, they may well purchase
an inferior type of cow whose milk vield falls sur-
prisingly below the estimate made: and they will
then admit that an awful mistake was made and
money wasted. I, therefore, want to impress upon
the Minister that it is doing us less than justice if
the Hon. Minister asks us to elevate this matter to
the level of a rerious discussion. We cannot, of
ecurse, stop him from purchasing a cow or from
spending more on the stalls than he would spend on
a cow; hut we dec impress upon him that he is not
to be taken sericusly when he sayvs that he is only
going to purchase one cow, when that cow as a mileh
cow might be out of commission at anv time for
three months in a year. If the Hon. Minister and
the persons concerned weuld like to give a little more
thought to the matter T am certain that they would:
receive expert advice from any of the ILivestock
Staticns in this Island ; and there are grades of eattle
at the Pine especially which could be transferred
over.to this Station in nunibers large enough to war-
rant the venture which they are making and also
large enough to make the venture scmething of a
snceess. I, therefore, think that the Govermment
oight  to think very seriously about it, and have
further consunltations with the Superintendent of
Prisons and the Veterinary Officers, and impress
upon them that the idea is not a bad one; but that,

circumscribed as it is, the purchase of a single cow
borders on the absurd and does not merit the atten-
tion of serious discussion. If these cows are to bs
kept at the prison, I was wondering too, why there
sghould be provision for stalls. Those cows I re-
member being kept up to dbout a year ago by the
Jast Superintendent of the Prisons, were kept in
stalls which were there; (there were more than one)
and I have never heard any complaint being made]
that the accommodation for them was inadequate.
it may well be that they propose to obtain another
system and keep that cow or those cows within the
present stally itself. I do not know how that would
affect the milk yield. It may be that since the
women’s prison contains but few (I think they are
only four now), the Government, by one of these
Brilliant association of ideas, intends to keep cows to
justify the maintenance and existence of those cells
which formerly wers used by the women. That, of
course, would be hard on our cows; but one wonders
whether provisions will be made for any new stalls.
If there are houses and buildings adequate enough,
little or no trouble would be afforded in the proper
accommodation for these animals.

Mr. Chairman, as I said before there is a temp-
tation not to take the Government seriously in this
matter. T, myself, have been a little surprised that
we have allowed it to come before us like this. It
scems such a pity that in so beneficial a scheme as
the one proposed, there should not be more largeness
of vision and imagination as to make a thorough in-
vestigation of the possibilities and also to make
thorough preparations for bringing those possibili-
ties into issue and consequently to ask the House to
consider seriously so beneficial a proposal as the
iarge scale production of milk for a public institution.
Had that been done surely we would have felt more
pleased than we do now. As it is, while we could
not prevent the Hon. Minister from spending $400,
we feel that he is almost wasting his time and the
time of the rest of us.

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman, the point T was
making just now is this: I know that this Depart-
ment has a new Head and he might not have been
here when the last Hstimate was prepared; but I
do feel that when equipment is being bought it should
be done through the Estimates.

5.05 p.m,

I do not think any Board of Survey should be
called in the middle of a financial year and after
we have passed the Annual Estimates. Of course,
Government might not be always able to keep to
that principle, but there are really certain items
which are asked for by Supplementary Fstimates
which are out of proportion. Why wait until the
middle of a financial year to condemn something?
You will never know where you are with estimates
when you do that. Supplementary Estimates should
he for things you planned to buy, but due to the
increase in numbers or price, you will have to pay
more for them; Supplemrentary Estimates should not
be made out for condemned things.

The question that Head XVI stand part was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Head XXI — Public Library
Head XXI Public Library was called.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Chairman, the sum
of $2,040 is asked for under Head XXI, Public
Library — for the upkeep of the Holetown Branch
Library. It is proposed to convert the wooden
building at Holetown, St. James, which formerly
housed the District Post Office into a Branch Library
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for Holetown. The building has been inspected by
the Director of Flublic Works who gave an estimate
as to the cost of putting shelves, paint and one or
two other things and the money for that purpose was
taken from the vote against Minor Works under
Head XXV,

This vote is to purchase some books and pay
staff up to the end of the financial year. I may say
that it will be a part-time arrangement as the Library
will only be opened for a certain time until the
development shows that it warrants to be further
extended to provide more books and a full-time stafl.

As I was saying, the sum of $500 was needed for
shelves, paint and one or two other things and that
was taken from Minor Works under Head XXV, so
there was no need to come here for that expenditure.
I beg to move that Head XXII stand part.

HON. R. G. MAPP: I beg to second that.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Chairman, my idea of a
library, firstly, is that it must be architectually
attractive; a library should be housed in a building
which commands attention. Incidentally, the Pub-
liec Library in Bridgetown from the point of view
of architectural appearance is perhaps ome of the
finest, if not the finest, in the Caribbean.
envisage that the Old Post Office at Holetown, unless
it is radically reconverted, could possibly serve the
purpose of an attractive Library.

I would also ask the Hon. Minister what has
become of the plan for a proposed library for the
parish of St. John. As far as I remember, it was
very seriously proposed that a Library and Com-
munity Hall should be a combined building for that

parish and I was one of the most amazed people to |

discover when the Community Hall was near comple-
tion that the idea of the Library had been at least
temporarily abandoned. It is not too much to say
that some people’s education have come completely
from the use they made of a library. They have
had only an elementary education but they have made
such wonderful use of a Public Library in after
years that you are bound to speak of them as being
broadly educated people., A wide reader can become
a much more educated person than one who is more
highly educated in an institution but who has not
looked into a book since leaving the institution. There-
fore, Sir, I advocate the implementation and spread
of community libraries and I think any parsimony
in the spread of such libraries throughout the colony
is false economy. It is a wonderful addition to the
broadening of education which our schools exist to
furnish, and as a matter of fact, schools can only
serve half of their purpose without the existence of
a Public Library. .

I want to emphasise and draw to the attention
of the Hon. Minister of Social Services that the
spreading of community libraries is one item on which
they cannot waste money. The money spent in the
creation of a library is always money well spent
because it means the broadening of the base of the
citizen’s education.

I have been informed by the present Librarian
that there has been a tremendous multiplication of
readers at the Public Library and that is a healthy
sign. I do hope that a similar multiplication would
ensue in all country distriets where libraries are pro-
vided. There is one thing which T am very pleased
to say is a eommon trait of the ordinary Barbadian
and that is: he loves reading. The most humble
and hard-working Barbadian on the average loves
to read. Even if he cannot afford to buy a news-
paper, he tries to get hold of one to read it. Such
a people should be encouraged by the provision of
libraries to broaden their knowledge.

T am very dissatisfied, T must express it, that
the Hon. Minister for Social Services has not pushed
the proposed library for St. John. I thought that

I cannot *

by now it would have been a completed idea. So far,
i am not even in a position to know if it still remaing
an idea. It was proposed that there should be a
combined Library and Community Hall for the
yarish of St. John, which I considered was an excel-
lent idea; but today, we have an excellent Com-
munity Hall but it will not serve its fullest purpose
with the absence of the Library.

Mr. HOLDER: Mr. Chairman, it is certainly a
pleasure for me to know that Government is estao-
lishing a Branch Library in the parish of St. James.
Some months ago, I asked Government to establish
a Branch Library in the parish. I am not in agree-
ment with the honourable junior member for St.
John that a Branch Library should be something
iooking like the Public Library in Bridgetown be-
cause I never placed my mind on the strueture of it;
1 placed it on getting somewhere for the community
to go to read. When the building which housed the
Police and the Post Office became vacant, I thought
it would be an asset to the parish to have the Branch
Library put there so that people can go there and
read. I think the Government would certainly im-
rrove on that structure in the course of time.

It is known, as the hon. member has said, that
a Library iz a stepping stone for the community
in general after leaving school. I have asked a ques-
tion about this matter and I will not dwell on it for
very long; it is certainly a pleasure to me to know
that this Branch Library at Holetown will soon be
started.

5.15 p.m.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, it is a great
pity that the taxpayers of this island have to wait
for public amenities to be granted by the Govern-
ment, and those amenities depend upon the loyalty
of the representative to the ideas of the Government
in power today. It is some time now since the hon.
senior member for St. John and the hon. junior mem-
ber for St. John, before his defection, had been
requesting the Government —

Mr. VAUGHAN: On a point of explanation. I
would like the hon. member to say exactly what he
means when he refers to my ‘‘defection.””

Mr. BARROW: Perhaps, Mr. Chairman, I
should have used the word ‘‘affection’’ for the ideas
to which I have referred. [A MEMBER: Deflection]
[Laughter]. We have been agitating for a long
time for the services of a Branch Library in St.
George and St. John, two of the most enlightened
parishes in this island. I do not in any way resent
the fact that the parish of St. James has been chosen
for these services before the parishes which I have
mentioned; but I very much regret the manner in
which priority has been granted. I would like to
see the service of several Libraries in the parishes of
this island. Normally one would not expect people
from one part of St. Joseph to have to walk down to
Bathsheba just to borrow a book if a Library was
there.

T find myself in agreement with the hon. junior
member for St. John in this respect; the building
in St. James is a wooden building which, in itself
is inadvisable, and green in colour with a red top.
It has none of the physical resemblance of what we
would expect or want in housing such valuable ser-
vices, because it happens to be in the periphery of
Social Services, it does not mean that the architee-
ture of the building should differ so much from the
main Library. The appearance of Public Buildings
tends to follow this particular rule which the Gov-
ernment seems to have developed in dealine with
the people outside their own sphere of influence.
One would find in St. Michael that the public build-

ings which are not of Central Government chara:-
ter but which are none the less erected by the Cen-
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tral Government, bear a marked difference from the
public buildings which you will find in other places.
If you take the example of a public bath, you will
see the comparison which I wish to draw.

I personally welcome the buildings which have
now been erected adjacent to the old Police Station
because I feel that at least the eye sore of the old
Post Office would have been removed, The other
aspect of the matter is that only a small percentage
of the people in Barbados have electricity inscalled
in their homes. There is very much the propensity
of people who live in the country to congregai:
under the street lamps. Despite the fact that we
bave had the Electric Company for some years and
that the Chamber of Commerce has asked the Gov
ernment to do something about it, comparatively
few people have electricity installed in their homes.
If you are going to provide reading facilities fo1
the working population, you would expeet them in
a nice, airy building into which people could go at
night. You do not want the people to borrow books
once a week when they have not got any electricity
n their homes so that they can take the books there
and read.

The Government has been stampeded into giving
St. James priority in the establishment of a Brancu
Library there when the accommodation is so glav
ingly inadequate as some of the imaginations which
go on behind the scenes, vis-g-vis the loyalties of
members of this Chamber. Since Government funds
have been used, we must deprecate that and call
attention to it. Just to say that you have put up
a library building is not enough, because it cannot
cater to the spiritual needs of the reading public of
St. James. The people who would be able to take
advantage of the lending services of that Branch
Library will be the very people who do not need
any Library at all; because they will be able to g
into the Library during the day time twice a weex
snd they have adequate electricity in their homes
end therefore they would not need the Library at
night. I do not think that the Government is wise
in spending this amount of money for this particu
lar purpose. If the Government had asked for
money to erect a decent Library in St. James on-
would expect the extension of the Library service
even to the tune of $15,000; but to spend this $2,040
purely for political purposes is not indicative o?
that high standard of public morality which we a.
representatives of the people of Barbados expect. It
is not a standard which we ourselves should set in
our dealings with public finance.

Mr. HAYNES: I did not want to enter thi
debate, but there is one point which has been worry
ing me for sometime. Tt is this: these Branch L'-
braries are opened about 8 o’clock in the morning
when people are going to work and they are closed
at 4 o’clock in the afternoon just when people ar:
going home. T am wondering if the Governmeni
would alter those hours in some way because working
people are working at the hours when the Library
is opened. T am wondering if the Government can

‘1ot make some alteration in the opening hours, say,

from 3 o’clock in the afternoon until 10 o’clock a:
night. I am sure that these people to whom the
nonourable senior member for St. George ~efers
would go to the Library during these hours and

that would be a great advantage to the community |

I am only throwing out this idea for what it ic
worth, and if the appropriate Minister thinks anv
thine about it, he will implement it; but it is wel
worth considering and the idea might he started
with this new Branch Idbrary which is to be opened
in St. James,

5.25 p.m.

o=

Mr. LEWIS: Before the honourable member
replies I should like to make this comment. Note
eight starts off by saying that:

““It is proposed to convert the wooden building
at Holetown, St. James, which formerly housed the
District Post Office, into a Branch Library for this
purpose.”’

Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not see one cent for
this place. 1 am wondering if the honourable mem-
ber can tell me whether this is going to be con-
verted and whether the actual work and material ia
going to come out of the Public Works Department.
Where is this money going to come from? Not a
chair, takle or shelf is provided for and the books
are 500 in number. I do not know if they can get
500 books for that amount. Then there are book
ends, signs, issue trays ete., a clerk, fire extinguisher,
ctationery, periodicals and newspapers. Then the
halance of the money is made up of allocations to,
the staff: two part-time clerks at $25 per month
ior five months, one at $20 per month, one part-time
cleaner at $3 per month for five months. I do not
see a brass farthing there for the purpose of putting
in even a single chair in the building. If there is a
vote from which it is coming I think that the hon-
ourable member: would cansider it reasonable to
cay that there is not a chair or table and no shelves
provided for these books.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : In reply first of
all to the honourakle junior member for St. John

and the honourable senior member for St. George,
I must say that the whole question of Branch Li-
braries is receiving consideration. In this particular
case here is a building (I am not saying that it is
the most beautiful building in the world) and we
Fave been wondering what use we could make of it.
I do not know if the idea had oceurred to the honour-
able senior member for St. James; but the question
was raised that it might be considered as a Branch
Library and so it was done. That does not imply,
however, that St. John and St. George will not get
their Branch Library; but they have to start from
seratch. I repeat that there was a building with a
little decoration and it was decided to make it into
a part-time library to be used only in the afternoor.
{ did say earlier that this $500 for conversion, paint-
ing and furniture was taken from Head XXIV, Item
30, Public Works (unforegeen minor works). [Mr
LEWIS: T did not hear anything of that.]

In answer to the hon. junior member for St.
Andrew; if you will remember, there is a similar
Branch Library in St. Philip. It is part-time and
it is opened at 3 o’clock in the afternoon. The
Library was started and within a space of three
wonths we came back to this House and asked to
increase the vote stating that it was so very much
used by the people in the area that we had to have
an increase of the vote for additional staff at that
Branch Library. [VOICES: Hear! Hear!] It has
proved a success and we hope soon that the numbers
at this Branch Library will be so great that the hon.
senior member for St. James will come and ask us
to put another new building in St. James. This is
not a question of playing polities as the hon. senior
member for St. George thinks; but in this particu-
lar case there was a building already available to
the Government and we thought that we should
make use of it. A question was tabled to that effect
and the Government acceded to that request.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, on this
point of the Library, as you know, for years in
considering the Colonial [Estimates [A VOICE :
There are no Colonial Estimates now], I raised the
guestion as to why no Public Library was opened
at night and I maintained that it should be opened
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every night until 10 o’clock with the exception of
Sunday night for the benefit of the vast number
of unemployed and wuneducated in this country.
Every parish is entitled to, at least, one centrally
located library for itself. There should be no ques-
tion of a favourite or beloved parish. It is the
people in the elevem parishes to whom there should
be a centrally located library. At least one of the
hon. members for St. James is satisfied with this
little building. As a legal man, a small portion of
my livelihood is earned in Holetown; and up to to-
day I could not help noticing this building and it
is not big enough to be dignified by the name of
a Library. There is no provision here for opening
at night; because as you know, there is nothing
here in this Resolution for either electricity or oii
or even candles for the lighting of this place. It
really falls short of what one expects even of a mod-
est library. In every place a certain amount of
emphasis is placed on the appearance of such build-
ings. A beautiful -building is more impressive to the
mind of the pupil or student than one which is not.
5.35 p.m.

We are told that that building was there, but on
the other hand, I am wondering if it might not
be used as an additional room to shelter those peo-
ple whose liouses were damaged in the recent dis-
aster; and whether we could not provide a nice stone
room extension to the building we have recently
erected there in which books might be housed and
which would provide ample reading room in the
afternoon for people other than the leisured few.
fLven the hon. junior member for St. Andrew is
complaining about the amenities which this building
would offer. When that hon. member complains, you
can realise the hardship the professional, the middie
and poorer classes would be labouring under if they
want to make use of the facilities of this library.

Sir, T will again stress the point and ask the
Hon. Minister to give the matter his serious consid-
eration. I think he promised this Committee during
the consideration of the Annual Estimates this year
and last year that this matter would receive carefui
attention. The same prineciple should apply now be-
cause the people who want to study at or take advan-
tage of the Library facilities are people who between
the hours of 10 in the morning and four in the after-
noon are out earning a livelihood. You want the
Iibrary opened from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. to accom-
modate those people. We have, as T reminded th:
Hon. Minister, eleven parishes and there is no ques-
tion of considering them in alphabetical order or in
order of preference. It is a matter of library
schemes. It is a question of policy and that
policy is that every parish should be supplied with
such educational facilities as are really necessary
in an enlightened community.

It has been pointed out to us that there is no
real suggestion as to how you will house the books.
Perhaps, they will be sent down in boxes. I do not
know if all of the furniture that was in that old
Post Office has been transferred to the new build-
ing. What T know of the new building which was
built for the Judiciary in Bridgetown is that all of
the old furniture was transferred into the new

building; therefore, from the outside you have a

very attractive looking building but from the inside,
it looks as old as the old one because of the old
furniture. The Hon. Minister of Works might per-
haps be able to give us an idea of how it is proposed
to eonvert this building, or whether it is to be used
as it is, or what shelves would these books be placed
in. At least the books should be placed in attractive
shelves so that one can look at them and review them
in their correct places. Unless they are attractively

arranged, people would not be encouraged to visit
this Library.

Mr. BARROW: 1 note with interest the excuse
—if one might term it that way] for the reason given
for granting priority to St. James for a Branch
Library. They say that St. James has a building
with which the Government does not know what to
do. In other parishes we have several buildings
which would come in useful if that is to be the yard-
stick by which they will be granted. In St. George,
we have an old building which is eight times the size
cf the one they have now taken over in St. James. 1t
is called the ‘Boer House,’’
used now to house the victims from the recent dis-
aster. It is a building far more impressive both in
size and proportion than that in St. James. We also
have in St. George a large number of barracks at
Gun Hill, the use of which have not been invoked
Ly the Public Librarian or the Minister of Social
Services. Added to those buildings, 1 ean conjure
up several buildings throughout the parish which to
my mind can be used for such a purpose they being
at present not utilised by the Government or by any
other person.

1 do not think that kind of flimsy excuse for the
utilisation of unoccupied buildings at all convinces
members of this Chamber. I am sure that other hon.
members can think of several buildings in their par-
ticular constituencies which ecan be put into use in the
same way as the building which the Government con-
templates using in the parish of St .James for a
branch library. If the Government does have a
library scheme it should be implemented in a com-
prehensive manner. This piecemeal way the Gov-
ornment has adopted of granting a favour and dis-
pensing of larpesse to constituents of a particular
parish, I must draw to their attention is not a satis-
factory way of spending Government funds.

The question that Head XXIIT stand part was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

ADJOURNMENT

On motion of Hon. Dr. CUMMINS, seconded by
Hon. M. E COX, the CHAIRMAN reported progress
and asked for leave for the Committee to sit again.

Mr. SPEARER resumed the Chatr and reported
accordingly.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I Yeg to
move that this House do now adjourn for half an
hour.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the af-
frmative without division and My Speaker adjourned
the House accordingly.

540 p.m.

On Re-assembling,

LEAVE FOR APPOINTMENT OF
SELECT COMMITTEE

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I am asking
leave to move for the appointment of a Select Com-
mlttee to reply to His Bxcellency the Aeting Gov-
ernor’s Message No. 24 /55 relative to the offer to
the bus concessionaires of 15 per cent rebate of the
cest of petrol per gallon consumed solely for opera-
tional purposes of the buses operating on certain
routes.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, T am not objecting
to the leave being granted the Hon. Minister, but
it would be a good thing if the hon. member would
say why he wants a reply to that Message. All Mes-
sages are not replied to.

¢

which is temporarily’
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Hon. M. B. COX: All right sir, I ask leave to
withdraw my application.

There being no objection leave was gramted the
Hon. Minister, to withdraw his apolication.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY RESUMED

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment, the House
-was in Committee of Suppiy.

Mr. SFEAKER lefit the Chair and the House
resumed Commatice of Supply, Mr. SMITH being in
the Chair,

Head XXIII (3) Mental Hospital
Head XXIIT (3) Mental Hospital was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H, CUMMINS: ‘The object of
“this vote is to purchase certain equipment for the
training of staff at the Mental Hospital. Hon. mem-
bers will ask why this amount of $560 was not put in
the Estimates and the reason for that is this: the
Assistant Tutor who is to train the Staff was not ap-
pointed until after the Estimates had been sent in.
For the first part of the course the Assistant Tutor
was borrowing equipment from the General Hospital,
the course has now reached an advanced stage where
she cannot any longer borrow this equipment. This
money is for the purpose of purchasing the equip-
ment which is set out in the Note to this particular
Ttem. That equipment is as follows:

1. Skeleton, Skull, disarticulated bones,

ete. $200.00
2. Wall Charts,
Anatomy, First Aid, Hygiene, Prac-
tical Nursing 70.00
3. Plastie models of eye, ear, nose, throat
kidneys ete. 15.00
4. Instrument, all kinds, including Rub—-
ber, plastm vuleamse and gum-
elagtic Articles . 100.00
5 Reference Library books .. 75.00
6. Other furnishings 100.9¢

that makes a total of $560. 'There are advanced
methods of treatment and as we want to keep abreast
.cf what is going on in big places with modern Mental
Flospitals, and Assistant Tutor was obtained for the
purpose of training the Staff at the Mental Hospital.
I beg to move hat this Head stand part of the Sched-
ule.

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: I was glad to hear the hon. mem-
ber explain why this amcunt was not put in the Es-
timates, but it appears to me that if the policy
was to have this training scheme down there, the
-equipment should have been bought. If that is
the Government’s policy I do not see why this
matter should have been held np pending the
.appointment of @a Tator: they should have hal
this equipment so that when the Tutor is appoint.
ed the equipment wouid be there already. It
is a very necessary part of the curative methods
employed down there that we should have properly
trained people and that we should have that equip-
‘ment so that people will be properly trained. I do
not think it is right to delay getting this equipment
‘until you get a teacher.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: You cannot
giet equipment for the teacher until she comes and
says what she wants.

Mr. LEWIS: The only thing T am not satis-
fied about is the explanation which the hon. member
gave. This sort of {raining cannot be peculiar to the
person whom you are appointing ; there must be some

standard and essentials for this training. Do you mean
to say that if you get one person she will say that one
set of equipment is alright and if you get another
person you have to get supplies to suit that person?
You will be appointing mad people themselves.

The question that this Head stand part of the
Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative
vithout division.

Head XXII1—(8) Maternity Hospital

Head XXIII (8) Maternity Hospital was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: This amount
ol $700 is required for the purchase of a sterilizer
for the Maternity Hospital. This is a new Item. The
former sterilizer, due to the neglect or carelessness
of someone, in my opinion, was burnt out; there is no
cue to whom you could attach any blame but the fact
is that this sterilizer is now useless and ancther one
has to be obtained. A Board of Survey has said that
this sterilizer is unfit for further use but it might
be used for spare parts when they are needed.

I beg to move that this Head stand part of the
Schedule.

Hon. M. BE. COX:
€.30 p.m.

Mr. LEWIS: T should like to ask the honour.
able member to let me know what the life of a ster-
ilizer is. .

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: As far as I re-
member the last one was about two or three years
cld.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, having heard thc
Hon. Minister say that to the best of his knowledg-
the sterilizer might be two or three years old, I
should like to ask whether it has gone out of use
through carelessness or the natural time has passed
when it could be used. It seems odd to me that
equipment like that should only last three years, and
it would be interesting to know just whether it had
been improperly used or badly handled by people
who do not know how to use it. In an Institution
like the Maternity Hospital, a sterilizer would be on:
of the most important bits of equipment you could
have and it is strange to hear that you only have
cne. 1 wonder what is being used now. Avre they
Lorrowing one from the Hospital or have they got
cne which is serviceable? Will the Hon. Minister say
whether they have got one and what is being donw
now appending the arrival of the new one?

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I thought I mads
it clear when I first got up that a sterilizer of that
sort should last a few years. This one was bought
in 1952; and in my opinion its present condemned
state is due to mneglect; but the trouble is, how are
we to pin it down to a particular person? On whowm
can we pin it? 1 admitted that faet and I tried to
get some information regarding it; but it was just
a case of butting my head against a wall. Anyway,
the fact remains that you must have a sterilizer.

There is nothing more I can add at the momert
cther than to repeat what I said before; that is
that a sterilizer of that sort should last a number
of years; that this one is only three years old and
that in my opinion its present condemned state was
due to the neglect and carelessness of somebody but
that the difficulty is to be able to say who that per.
son is. Some of the nurses use it; the matron may
use it. Finally the one now being used is a bor.
rowed one.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, it is usual in
electrical equipment to have the viees which wouid
obviate the contingeney of the elements being burnt
out, and I hope that the Hon. Minister will address
hus mind to the problem of having an automatic cut
cut on any future equipment which may be pur-

I beg to ‘second that .
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chased for the Maternity Hospital. It does net sesm
to me to be a satisfactory state of affairs in these
enlightened days that you should have equipment
which is capable of being burnt out before its normal
iife span has elapsed; and I enjoin the Hon. Minister
ic see that it should come from a reputable Hospital
or suppliers such as John Bell rather than that he
+hould succumb to the blandishments of his local
agents as to the efficacy of his local product.

As we are on the question of the Mat:rniry
Hospital I should like to enquire as to what is tne
pasis on which expectant mothers are admitted to
the Maternity Hospital. I really thought that when
the Maternity Hospital was established that the mem-
Lers of the general public would be encouraged to
make use of it in preference to (a) having deliv-
eries at home or; (b) having to go to the General
Hospital for Maternity Treatment. I understand
that it is extremely difficult for an expectant mother
on the verge of delivery to get admitted to th.
Maternity Hospital and they only accept them intc
the General Hospital when complications are likely
to arise in the delivery. I should like some eclear
declaration from the Hon. Minister of Social Ser
vices as to the policy of the Government on this
particular aspect of hospital administration. 1 alse
bope the Hon. Minister will pay some attention tc
what the honcurable junior member for St. Luey
has said in regard to the advisability of having more
than one sterilizer in an institution of that kind.

Mr. LEWIS: Mir. Chairman,—I notice that in
Note 10 of the Suppiementary Estimates it is stated
that ‘‘the present sterilizer at the Maternity Hos-
pital has been condemned by a Board of Survey as
anfit for further service’’ Now, you have an Elee
trical Engineer and ar Electrical Inspector; if this
is an electrical sterilizer, I am wondering whether
vou should have a Bdard of Survey to deal witk
{hat. Is that correct? If you have an Eleetrical
Engineer, T think that he should be able to tell ynu
comething about it. If I were making up this Nots
I would put down the name of the manufacturers
<o that somebody could be able to help the Goveru-
ment in cases like this. Tt must have some name.

These things will happen, even in the best reyg
nlated families. Somebody may see it and muy
meddle with it without supposing that anvthing
might go wrong.

T do not know if these little things, apart from
what is general, are inspected. The fluctuations in
eurrent supply or drop or whatever the term i A
VOICE: Ask Freddie Miller.] may be responsible:
this has not always to do with the particular nerz:.n
using the appliance. Other electrical engineers who
came to Barbados (not the engineers at the Eleetri
(ompany) had to tell us that these people were not
supplving the current. TLet us get after these Klec
trical Enegineers, and tell them that they are doiny
wrong. If not, they will keep on eoming here tor
slectrical equipment and blaming somebody vi:om
they suspect of having meddled with it. :

We are not going to get good service with
matters as they stand now; and I must repeat thal
the eneineers from the suppliers came here and told
them that the fluctuations in eurrent were sufficient
to destrov the element.

Another thing, Mr. Chairman, is that this is one
of the cases where vou come in the middle of the
financial year for something which should be put in
the Annual Estimates.

.40 p.m.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: The hon. senior mem-
ber for St. George asked about the method by which
people go te the Maternity Hospital. The system is

that as soon as possible after pregnancy, that is with-

in three or four months you go to the Hospital for

examination and then you go regularly every month
until you are about to be delivered. Being a small
hospita]l with only twenty beds, people who have not
sttended the Hospital during pregnancy find it ditf
cult to get in when they are in labgur, but it is not
true to say that there is some difficulty to get admis-
sion to that Hospital other than that. It is true
to say that sometimes the Matron of the Maternity
Hospital has to refer patients to the General Hos-

pital. I repeat: The patient must be attended at the

Maternity Hospital in the early stage of pregnanecy.
$he cannot wait until labour sets in to go to seek ad-
mission because the beds are already booked up.
Mr. TUDOR: Before the question is put, Mr.
Chairman, I would just like to remind the Hon.
Minister that we think it a very important matfer
that two sterilizers should be placed in an institution
such as that. Sir, we have heard nothing from the

Fon. Minister to indicate that the ‘mistake which has-

taken place with the sterilizer which is now mnot
usable will not oceur again. I tremble to think if the
same carclessness is exhibited with this new one what
would happen. Even if it is easy to borrow one from
the General Hospital, the Maternity Hospital is de-

serving of having two. ‘This is not a matter upon.

which T can pronounce with any finality, but I
think the Hon. Minister cught to turn his attention
to providing two sterilizers instead of one. It may

be possible for him to give a general warning. He:

may put it as IGrmly as he likes that responsibility
for the use and the attention paid to this equipment

should be pinned quite clearly on some person or

group of persons. It is not good enough to have
valuable equipment in institutions which can be de-
stroyed through carelessness and then find you ean-
not pin the responsibility on some persons.

There is one other matter arising out of the re-

plv by the Hon. Minister to the hon. member who-

asked questions with respect to the administration
cf that institution that I will touch upon. I, myself,

did not know that the Maternity Hospital was an ex--

clusive teaching Institution. T know, of course, that

midwives are being trained there; but I thought it

was an Institution catering to the needs of poor ex-
pectant mothers. Thexefore, T thought that more

women than the mere number of 20 would be able:

to avail themselves of that service. I doubt whether
a Hospital of 20 beds can offer the variety of ex-

perience necessary for the training of midwives, but:
the experts will have to tell you that. It does not

seem that the experience available would give the
adequate training. I was astonished to hear the Hon.

Minister say that some maternity cases which are

difficult have got to be taken over to the General Hos-
pital. That is not good «enough; it ought not to hap-
pen. You ought to have there a well equipped surgery

and all the requirements necessary for the carrying’

out of operations of a serious nature. If patients
have got to be moved from there to the General Hos-
pital, not because you do not have room but because
vau do not have equipment to give them treatment
they desire, that is not good enough.

Obviously, since the scope of that Imstitution is

so limited, and the Government has not even con-
templated owing to such conditions to provide a re
fresher course, it seems to me that after any woman
has been qualified as a midwife and has been prac-
tising for at least five years, she should think serious-

Iv of having a refresher course. I am not saying that’
the Government is hostile to the course; I am saying

that no provision is made for the training. It is well
tnown that the use of new drugs and new technique

would be very valuable knowledge and it is true to-
say that every five years the technique changes. It is,

o
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-therefore, very regrettable that no provision is offer-

ed for the training and the teaching of those persons
Hospital, but it may be that

limited purposz due to the limited conception which
the Government has of it. It is ineredible to think
that only twenty people can be accommodated there.
That is out of al} proportion to the members of ex-
pectant mothers who might need this service. I think
they ought to think seriously of extending the scops
of the service offered at the Maternity Hospital by
increasing it to 50 beds, and with a properly equip-
red surgery, and all the equipment necessary, elec-
trical or otherwise. \

The question that Head XXIII (8) — stand
part was put and resolved in the affirmative withou!

-diviston.

Head XXIII — Barbados Regiment

HEAD XXIII—Barbados Regiment was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: This is for the

‘purchase of Wireless Equipment for the Barbados

Regiment. The Note says:
The Signal Bquipment at present owned Ly the

‘Barbados Regiment is worn out, In addition to use

for internal security purposes this Equipment would
zlso be essential in the event of a hurricane. The

-greater part of the equipment now used by the Hur:

ricane Relief Organisation has to be borrowed from
amatenrs and commercial firms.

The type of equipment which it is intended tco
purchase is used by the British Army, is considerably
cheaper than that now owned by the Regiment, 1s

2

are also easily obtainable.
As can be seen the Barbados Regiment has heen

‘borrowing Wireless equipmeéent from amateurs and

commercial firms for a while. They ought to have
their own. During the recent Hurricane they also
had to borrow such equipment. As can be seen from
the note, the tvne of equipment which is to he nur-
chased is considerably cheaper than that which i
now owned by the Regiment.

'6.50 p.m.

It has been said that this type of equipment is

‘more sturdy and counsiderably cheaper than that

which is now used by the British Army and that
spares are also more easily obtainable. There i3
nothing more T can add to what I have said: I beg

‘to move that this Head stand part of the Schedule.

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I have not had
the time to look up the various votes which have
keen passed for equipment of this nature, but T am
sure that in the past we have voted monev for Very
High Frequency equipment to be installed at the
Drill Hall. T think that thev were to put something
up there so that in case of a hurricane or other disas

‘ter we would be able to get in touch with people ali

over the island. That is subject to correction, bwut
do you mean to tell me that it has now dawned unon
the Government, or rather the Regiment, that they
want to purchase this wireless eauipment? Mon-y

"has been voted for the purchase of equipment to re

place that at the Drill Hall and T understood that
that equipment was to be used in ecase of a hurricane
Has the hurricane brought this vote ont? Or is this
something which has been hanging fire for a long

“time?

T am sure that if we got these Resolutions earlier
to permit hon. members to look up previous votes and
other things about these matters, we might be able

70 help the Government. However I distinctly ro -
member that votes were passed for putting equij -
ment at the Drill Hall for the use of the Army and
at the same time to be used in case of an emergency
This Resolution would give the impression that ab.
solutely nothing had been voted but that they are
walking about borrowing equipment from radio ama
teurs. I have had to remark that it was these ama-
teurs who render yeoman service in case of emer-
zency ; their services were very advantageous during
the past war but they have been very badly treated
by the Government since the War. Here we find
that equipment has had to be borrowed from radic
amatenrs! I am not armed with the facts and 1
hope that this equipment will now come and at least
it will not only be a play thing for the Army; but a-
far as this V.H.F. equipment for the Police and
the Army is concerned, we have passed numerous
votes in this House in this direction and I am sur-
prised to find that there is absolutely nothing at thz
Drill Hall and that they have had to walk about
and borrow equipment from the commercial firms.

Mr. ALLDER: [ thought the Minister who i
trandling this Resolution would have given us a clear
idea as to the existing conditions of the existing
2quipment. Like the honourable junior member for
the City, I can say that Resolutions for the supply
¢f this equipment have been dealt with in thie
Chamber several times when they were ecriticised
If vou look at the Estimates you will find that we
spend $450 every year to keep this equipment in
order. It is surprising that equipment on which
you spend that amount every year can suddenly go
out of repair. These are things which the Hon.
Minister should explain.

1 should like to report omne of the numerous
things that T have tried to draw to the Government’s
attention: that is, the rapidly increasing cost of th-
Regiment. With this Resolution this Department wiil
cost $79,000 per annum and I have often said that
this Department is not a productive Department,
and therefore care should ke maintained as to how
much we allow that Department to cost us annually.
if you compare what that Department costs us with
the cost of running the Maternity Hospital which
renders an essential service, you will find that thar
Hospital is run at a cost of $33,000 per annum as
against $79,000 in the ecase of the Barhados Regi-
ment. There seems to be a readiness to give ths
[tegiment everything they ask for.

I feel that this explanation should be given by
the Hon. Minister in view of the faet that cquip
ment is sent there from year to year, money is spent
on it and the annual grant that we are giving for
't is sufficient to ensure its service whether we have
a hurricane or not.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: T am sorry that 1
cannot give the information for which the honour-
able member is asking, but if he insists on having
it T will get 1t for him probably on the next ocea-
sion this House sits.

The question that Head XXIV stand part of
the Schedule was put and resolved im the offirma.
tiwe without division.

7.00 p.m.

Head XXVIII — Subsidies and Grants

HEAD XXVIII — Subsidies and Grant was called-

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
Head XXVIII. Subsidies and Grants. In connes-
tion with this Head. Note 12 of the Supplementary
Fstimates reads as follows:

~¢
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(12) A revised estimate shows that the amount
($4,175) allocated for payment of allowances to
Bovell Scholars during 1955—56 will not be adequat2
It has bLeen necessary to adjust payments of allow-
ances in order to make payment of one instalment
which had lapsed at the end of the financiai year
1953—>54. The need for adjustment was nuot dis-
covered until after the submission of the current
year’s estimates. It was then considered advisable
ro await results of this year’s award of the Bovell
Scholarship  before applying for supplementary
provision. Action has been taken to secure prompt
payment of instalments of allowances, and to avoid
lapse of funds.

The total estimated expenditure on scholarship
allowances during 1955—56 is now $4,68(), Supple-
raentary provision of $505 is aceordingly required.

So it seems from the text of this explanatory
note that the allowances have probably increased
and have not been paid as they fell due. This was
not discovered until after the submission of the
current year’s Estimates. This $505 is now required
to bring it up to the amount reguired today.

Note (13) reads as follows:

(13) The contribution payable by Larbados as
a member of the Bermuda/British Carihhean Group
«f the International Telecommunications Umnion for
1956 is $105.60. Contributions to the Union are
payable in advance, and if not paid in advance wili
acerue interest affer the 31st December, 1955, at the
rate of 3% from 1st January to 30th June, 1956,
and 6% from 1st July, 1956.

Tt has been decided to pay the contribution in
advance for 1956, and it will therefore be necessary
to provide an additional sum of $90 to supplement
the amount provided in the current estimates.

I heg to move that Head 28 stand part.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

The question that Head 28 stamd part was pu?
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Head XXXII—-Highways and Transport

Head XXXII was called.

Hea. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : Mr. Chairman,—
Head 32, Highways and Transport, 58. Dredging of
tivers, Drainage works and Outfalls. Note (14) of
the Supplementary Estimates states that,

““It has been found necessary to construet a new
outfall drain at Oistins, Christ Church, and execute
certain drainage works at Lodge Hill in order to
control the periodic flooding of private property in
the arca with storm water coming off the highway

Supplementary provision is therefore needed a.
the provision in the current estimates is earmarked
for other specific works.”’

It seems that the owners cannot easily get out
of this state which was due to flcoding of the area
by storm water coming off the highway.

I beg to move that Head 32 stand part.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, T would like
the Hon. Minister of Communications to explain why
work at the Newcastle Bridge was stopped. T notice
that theve is provision in the current year’s Hsti-
mates for the sum of $35,000 to do two miles of that
road. They have started to do part of it; but every
row and then the men gather and work for a coupls
of weeks and then they are taken away and the work
is left unfinished. The residents in that area are very
perturbed over the roads in that area, which as the
Hon. Minister knows, have been in bad condition for
years. They would like the road put in proper order;
a step which would enable the bus service to reach up
there. People living as far gs Newcastle have to drive

up to Bathsheba and then walk across that long Fos--

ter Hall road in order to get to their homes in New
castle. It is felt that if that road were put in proper
repair there is a possibility of its being used to a
greater extent by vehicular traffic by persons wishing
tc get to St. Joseph and St. John. What baffles the
residents more than anything else, is the continuous
coming to and going away from the job, leaving it
in an unfinished condition for so long. Travel by
night is worse for vehicular traffie. I should like to
ask the Hon. Minister to explain that.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, it is the in-
tention of the Department of Highways and Trans-
port to put the road in good order as far as is pos:
sible; but it must be borne in mind that that area is
pubject to land slides, and every now and again when
work has been effected on that particular area, you
get breakages and slipping high up on the hills. In
addition to that T think the hon. member will agree:
that due to damage resulting from the Hurricane
(September 1955) that Department has not been able
te concentrate on its normal activities. I do not know
if work has been resumed, but I shall make enquiry
and see that the work on that road is continued.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, T appreciate the
answer given by the Hon. Minister ; but if, as he says,
the area is subject to breakages, I do not regard it as.
economie to start and then leave it in an unfinished
condition. You may as well consider, while you are
working on it, giving it the necessary strength which
it deserves. I agree that roads which are in greater
demand should be attended to first; but the trouble

is that they have left this job unfinished too many.

times; and this time it is not due to the Hurricane
which we had two weeks ago. I investigated and found
that work was stopped or threatened to be stopped
sometime before we had the Hurricane. ‘The Hur
ricane, therefore, is not the cause. [Hon. M. E. COX :
All' right, T will check on that.]

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, before you
put the question, I should like to eomment briefly. In
my opirion, this road is as equally important as
almost any other highway in the Island. In the absence
of a proper East Coast road, this road serves the pur-
rose of connecting the eastern part of the country
with the northern part; and with the approach of
the tourist season it is a hichway that will be regu-
larly used by visitors to the country. I can see no
earthly reason at all why there should be such a long
delay in finishing that road. It has been virtually im-
passable now for fully two years, if not more.
[Hon. M. E- COX: That is not so.] If the Hon.
Minister says that is not so, then he does not know
what he is talking about. Does the hon- senior member
for St. John mean the road to Foster Hall? [Mr!
ALLDER: Yes.] Well, that road has been closed
now for fully two years. As a matter of faet, it has
been closed for over a year, and traffic has been go-
ing through TFoster Hall for more than a year.
[VOICES: More than that.] I repeat that I can
see no reason at all why it should have remained in
that condition for sio long- Fach time you go there
you see fhe rcad impassable; and it is a mistake to
gsay that the road is not an important road, or a
road that is not constantly used by vehicular traffic.
T regard that road as cne of the most important roads
in the country. T remember going through there
sometime earlier this year with members of the Par-
liamentary delegation and being very embarrassed
over it and having to make all kinds or sorts of
excuses for its condition. [VOICES: Where is the
Leader of the Opposition?]

This is no advertisement to the country; it is
no advertisement at all; and in view of the fact that
the Government consistently refuses to provide a

‘t"
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proper East Coast Road, the least they can do is to
make that road passable,
7.10 p.m.

Mr. ALLDER: 1 should further like to stress
this point as regards to the dredging of rivers. I
am wondering, Sir, if the money which was allocated
for the carrying out of this Newcastle Road is con-
verted to other projects. [A VOICE: The hon.
member cannot talk about that.] I am only trying
to draw something to the attention of the Hon. Min-
ister for Communiecations.

Sir, a lot of money is being wasted on the Con-
stitution drain. I am not an engineer, but if one
were to take a careful look at what is being done
there, one would have to come to the conclusion
that what is being done cannot give the benefit which
it was hoped would have resulted in improving the
area. What is being done is just taking up mud
from one place and putting it somewhere else with-
out any general improvement to the area.

I would throw out as a warning that the Hon.
Minister should make sure that too much money is
not wasted on that project. I do agree that some-
thing has to be done in the area but it does seem
as if you must have that area improved you will
have to go farther up to drain it than where the
Department is now working. It appears to me that
you will have to start the drainage from some-
where near Glendairy and also that you will have
to get engineering skill to give you the necessary
advice to make that area more safe. It is the general
opinion that what the Government is doing there
is only a waste of money. All that is being done is
to pick up mud from one side of the river and put
it on the other side without any bulwark to prevent
it from washing back to the place from where it was
taken.

The question that Head XXXII stand part was
put and resolved in the offirmative without division.

On motion of Hon. Dr. CUMMINS, seconded by
Hon, M. E. COX, that the Resolution for the sum
of $18,455 do now pass; the question was put and
resolved. in the affirmative without division.

Supplementary Estimate 1955—56, No. 30
Parliament Buildings

Hon. M. E. COX : Mr. Chairman, the very
next Resolution is for the sum of $156,622. The
Notes set out clearly the object of the Resolution.
I think hon. members will recall when it was first
decided to construet the Government Headquarters
at Bay Street that if was also then agreed that the
Bay Street Boys’ School should be removed to the
Bay Estate and be erected there. Now that the
Government Headquarters are nearing completion,
it is appropriate to begin construction of that School
in as much as preparation for roads giving access
to the Headquarters would reduce considerably the
Playing Field attached to that School. -

. Part of this Resolution, the sum of $143,000, is
for the construction of a new Bay Street Sechool.
Hon. members will also see from the Note that the
present number of pupils housed at the Bay Street
Boys’ School is 460. It is proposed that the new
School should have an increased accommodation for
another hundred pupils making the total of 560.

I have here with me a plan of that School which
I shall pass on to hon, members for their scrutiny
and so that they can see the proposed layout. The
new School will be sited on the eastern side of the
ex-Wanderers Cricket Ground, which is a few yards
from Culloden Road.

I need not say much more on that because hon.
members knew that it was the intention of the Gov-
ernment to move the Bay Street Boys’ School and
construct a new School on the Bay Estate. As

regards the other items under the Resolution, Mr.
Chairman, I shall speak of them at a later stage,
becanse it is customary to move Head after Head.
With that explanation I beg to move that the sum
of $143,000 standing under Head IV — Education,
do now stand part.

7.20 p.n.

Hon, C. E. TALMA : I beg to second that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: What intrigues me is that
i this Addendum this is what is stated :—

“In view of the present Combermere ‘erisis’ it
has been found necessary to commence the construc-
tion of this school at an earlier date than was orig-
inally planned.”

Therefore I had hoped to hear the Minister give
as the connecting link between this new Bay School
and the so-called Combermere ‘crisis.” 1 want to
know what is the connection between this Secondary
school erisis and the construction of the new Elemen-
tary School. [Hon. M. E. COX: If the honourakle
member sits, T will explain that in a few words |

Mr. CRAWFORD took his seat.

Hon. M. E. COX: Since the Combermere ‘crisis
we have had to remove the Education Depariment
up to the Highways and Transport and send the
pupils of the Combermere School to the Education
Department. Now we want to remove the Educa-
tion Department to some quarters of its own in
crder that the Highways and Transport Department
can function at their Headquarters at the Pine.
That is the connection between the Combermere
crisis’ and the construction of this new school. T
thought the honourable member knew that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I assume that the plans for
Combermere School are also made, Therefore, why
not proceed with the Combermere plans as such en-
tirely separate and distinet from the Bay Schos!
Plans? As far as I am concerned, the utilisation of
the Bay Street School for Government offices was
contingent upon the erection of these new public
buildings contiguous to the present Bay Street
School. I want to know if a project like this should
not be postponed in view of the reecent hurricane.
1 do not see how we can afford to take up $143,000
to build this new school when there are thousands
of people without any shelter over their heads,
people who are now in churches and in the schools
in which we want to educate our children, and pzopl.
whom we have to feed. Unless 1 can hear sem.
proper explanation as to why we should do this,
I could never agree with the utilisation or the ex-
penditure of this money at this time on a new school
which, as a school, is not immediately necessary iu
view of the fact that there are thousands of houscs
which have been completely destroyed and which we
have to assist people in rebuilding. As a matter of
fact, in my opinion the need for rehousing caused by
hurricane is so great as to make it necessary even
to postpone the completion of the Parliament Build-
ings themselves. [Hon. M. E. COX: And leave them
there for what?] At least, if you finish. them cer-
iainly do not embark on the expenditure of build-
ing a new school. This money would go a long
way towards rebuilding some of the houses which
are now flat and the cwners of which do not know
where to lay their heads; and many of whom are
living under shocking conditions without any pri-
vacy or anything at all in these communal sectors.

I cannot imagine any Minister or any Govern-
ment having the idea of keeping a few hundred peo-
ple in a Church or a school week after week without
any immediate prospects of getting their own shel-
ters over their heads. None of us would like that
for a week. We were told that there were 4,000
houses which have been completely destroyed. Let the
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country know that you have the money to rebuild
them and that you will commence to vebuild them
before you begin to talk about building a new Bay
Street School, which I cannot see for the life of me
to be immediately necessary.

The damage done to this island by the hurri
cane is over $4 million. So far as I know we have
half a million doliars which is hurricane relief and
we may get another million and a half dollars; if the
Government can tell me that they have the remainder
of this money which should be used for rehousing
the people, then I am willing to keep quiet and vote
this money for building this new school. TUnrtil 1
am convineed on this score, I fail to appreciate the
necessity for starting work immediately on the new
school when we already have a school there which
is capable of accommodating 460 pupils: mark you,
the new school would accommodate only 100 more
accordingly to what the Government says. We have
to bear in mind that all the Government Depari.
ments which will occupy the new Bay Street build-
ings are at present housed; the Ministers are not
housed under the sandbox tree; they are in buildings
at present. The Education Department could be
temporarily put in the new Ministerial Buildings
when they are finished if they want some place for
it. But before you start to make room for your
grandiose ideas of new Ministerial Buildings and
what not, let us keep before our minds that we waut
to get the people back in their houses.

When we agreed to this development programme
there was no hurricane nor were there 4,000 houses
destroyed- Conditions were normal but it does ap-
pear to me to be entirely oblivious of the position
which confront the country with the regard to hous-
ing for us to contemplate on embarking on the con-
iruction of this new school before you have complete
plans for rehousing the homeless and before you
know whence the money for rehousing the people is
coming.

7.30 p.m.

I repeat, that if the Government is satisfied in
its mind and can rest content that financing this
Rehousing Programme is an easy matter, then let
them go ahead. But they have not yet appointed an
overall Rehabilitation, Committee. You have mnot
even estimated the financial damage to the Country.
How on earth can you start embarking upon a build-
ing programme involving $143,000 for a school in the
present conditions? This appears to me to be fool-
ishness in the extreme and demonstrates a complete
indifference to the position which has been created
Ly the calamity of the past few weeks. ,

The hon. senior member of St. George and the
hon. senior member for St. John rose to speak.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. senior member for
St. George may proceed.

Mr. BARROW : Mr. Chairman, the hon. mem-
ber who has just sat down has rendered a great
public service in taking this House back to the condi-
tions which really confront this Colony today. A
Ict of these large sums of money which the House is
requested to vote from time to time must be subjected
to eclose scrutiny of the Legislature, especially in
view of the fact that the full effect of public opinion
is not allowed to come into play due to the mis-
information and the lack of proper reporting of the
debates of this Chamber by the press of this Island.
Not only is that the fault of the daily press, but it
i« also the fault of the weekly press as well. T have
time and time acain drawn the attention of this
House to the fact that there appears to be a conspi-
1acy of silence on the part of the vpress of this
Tsland in vespect of the deficiencies of the present

)

1 and should not be experienced by fits and starts.

Jovernment, especially in regard to the expenditure
of public monies and the misappropriation of monies
which are voted in this Chamber from time to time.
What we need more than anything else, apart from
the fact that we should retain a ‘‘mens sana in cor-
pore sano’’ in times of erisis is a sense of proportion.
It has always been my argument that since I have
been in this particular Chamber, that far too often
public money is squandered at the instigation of
officials rather than in consultation with, and
at the suggestion of the elected representatives
of the people; and it is that kind of foolhardy
policy on the part of the Ministers which is at pres-
ent sending them on a mad rush down the slope of
disaster like the Biblical doctrine—I do not want
to use the word which is used in the Bible although
it is one word which is in no way offensive; but
rather than allow the members of the Government,
physical resemblance notwithstanding to feel that 1
sm making aspersions about their outward appear-
ance, I would refrain from the use of the expression.

Mr. Chairman, what you want to avoid in Barba-
dos is that, in this precipitous slide which they are
making towards the nether regions, they do not pull
the rest of the country with them. It is no concern
of ours that they are heading in that direction; but
1 must repeat and reiterate that the public of Bar-
bados should be aware of what is going on; and that
the true issues should be placed fairly and squarely
before the public of this Island. The exercise of
democracy as I said before, is a permanent essay
in the conditional mood. The whole essence of
democracy is that it should be a permanent essay
The
honourable senior member for §t. Philip has rightly
pointed out that the Government contemplated some
six months ago the rehousing of the Education De-
partment. No such suggestion has ever come from
any of the elected representatives of the people;
neither, to the best of my knowledge, has it emanated
from the democratic opposition members of the Gov-
ernment Party. Rehousing of that particular de-
partment is entirely a matter of the personal idiosyn-
crasy and predelection of the Minister of Education
and the Director of Education. That is clear; but
for that particular decision the Ministers must ac-
cept collective responsibility. The situation with
which we are faced, Mr. Chairman, is this: That
every Government is at present occupying a build-
ing. Every single Government office in Barbados
has a roof over its head which is more than I ean
say for my constituents in St. George [VOICES.
Hear! Hear!] Every Minister has an elaborate office
Every Minister has an office at least, four times the
size of the average house in my constituency. At
present—I am not talking about the new mausoleum
erected overlooking the harbour with private bath-
rooms ete. in that building you have tiled bathrooms
inside the Ministerial offices [Mr. CRAWFORD:
That is for when the Ministers get hot]. Perhaps
the Hon. Minister of Social Services has not seen
that bathroom because he would be as shocked as 1
was when I first saw it. T should like to know what
emergency at this hour would drive the Hon. Minjster
of Communications or any other Minister to decide
that it is a matter of high priority to spend the sum
of $143,000 to provide accommodation which does not

 exist for the Bav Street School but which in truth

and in fact is for the purpose of the Director of
Education and his staff.
7.40 p.m.

The honourable senior member for St. Philip
asked the Hon. Minister of Communications what




ya

OCTOBER

11, 1955 1577

was the connection between the building of Combeg-
mere School and the preseut Resolution, because the
present Resolution has no provision for Combermere
School itself. I would like to explain the fact that
the missing link is the Minister of Communications
himself and his own suseceptibility. If you remove
the Minister of Communications, no normal reason-
able man would be able to see the connection between
the Combermere School and the new Bay Street
Boys’ School to be erected.

Now, Sir, I am not against providing accom-
modation for schools; I would like to see more schools,
particularly more secondary schools; but in this
Resolution, you are not in truth and fact providing
2 new school where a school does not exist; what you
are doing is providing a larger office for the Directo:
of Hducation who is an importee. My opinon 1is
that our consideration must come before giving com
fort to any official, no matter what is his origin,
geographical or otherwise. We might get criticised
for looking at it from that point of view, but my
submission is that it is the only point of view, for
a Barbadian to adopt in a matter such as the one
viith which we have been confronted today.

I have heard that it was said during my ab-
gence that criticisms of the Government at this
time are not welcome. They are not only unwelcomeo
but the eriticisms are even frowmed wupon and
are the subject of comment in the Press. Sir, 1
would not like to see the day when one cannot
eriticise the Government. During the Second World
War, if the people in Great Britain who had the
interest of their country and humanity at heart
did mnot eriticise the (Government, and go further
than criticism and stand up on the floor of the
House of Commons and literally hound Mr. Nev-
ille Chamberlain out of the House of Commons
and out of politics, we would not be expressing
our feelings here today in this Chamber. I ds
not think that is in dispute; and we are not facing
the crisis now in Barbados that Great Britain was
facing in 1939 and 1940. It was mo less a persow
than the patron saint of the members of this Gov-
ernment (and I refer to the revered Sir Winston
Churchill) who spear-headed the attack in the name
of democracy against the maladministration of the
late lamented Mr. Neville Chamberlain, the effigy
of whose father graces the galleries of this Cham-
ber. If they think they are all efficient in presic-
ing over the futures of the unfortunate people
and that they have become canonized and secro-
sanct and are not open to criticism, and if pos
sible, removal from office for the viscious charges
which are levelled and will be levelled at them,
they have a mistaken conception of what parlia-
mentary democracy is. It is in times of crisis,
when Resolutions of this kind are presented. You
gsee a complete lack of a sense of proportion and
the sense of doing right. It would appear from. all
I have seen and observed that the Ministers, espec-
ially the Minister of Communications, cannot art
correctly if they try because it is not in their psy-
chological make up; it is not an element of their
personality. The ability to think, read and do right
instinetively which should be the hall mark of every
statesman — these characteristics are unfortunately
for Barbados sadly lacking in the Miristerial benches.
T for one will never cease to express on the floor of
this House and outside, my complete disgust and
dissatisfaction with the manner in which they are now
handling the affairs of this colony. There is abso-
Tutely nothing personal in my saying so. If there is
a difference in personalities, it is the same difference
in personality that existed between the archangel

Michael and Lucifer when he was expelled from
Heaven. It is essentially a question of right and
wiong.

Now, the last person that I would have expected
to adopt the same policy as that of the Hon. Minister
ef Communications is the hon. senior member for
Christ Church, who sits there like sleepy Silenus
surrounded by that Sybaritic symposium of syco-
phantie satellites. He is the representative of a parish
which has not been literally devastated in a manner
which has not been inflicted upon this Island for three
score years and ten- He is a man who professes to have
some sense of morality and who professes to have the
interest of the people more than any representative of
this Chamber at heart; so much that he has been
attacked for his parochialism. on previous oceasions
His stifling of his conscience in accepting such a
dastardly suggestion as contained in this Resolution
is a matter of profound regret.

7.50. p.m.

That only shows the heathenism of luxurions liv-
ing; and the proclivity to make politics not so muchk
the means to an end, but an end in itself, has usurped
the more decent instinct of the human beings whom
we grace and dignify by calling them representatives
of the people. I hope that when I get to that stage
of accepting things for the sake of keeping my job

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You are going on now to
the question of keeping jobs, but this is a vote for
education.

Mr. BARROW: 1 hope when they get to that
stage where all education has been thrown to the
winds that they will do what I would invite the
members of the public to do with them ; not so much
to try them, draw them, and quarter them, — but
crown them with laurels, and usher them out of their
seats.

Mr. TUDOR: When T listened to the Minister
of Communications speaking on this Resolution, my
uneasiness began and it continued as I read and re-
read the' Addendum to the Resolution; and it fur-
ther inereased when the hon. senior member for St.
Philip was speaking and when he reminded us that
according to the Government the sum of $143,000
is going to be spent on a new school when the houses
which have been destroyed by the hurricane have not
yet been replaced. When we look at this matter
carefully there comes ample evidenece to the charge
that the members of this Government have not reallv
got a clue as to what is going on. They do not give
the impression that they follow up all the happen-
ings in this colony. I would have thought that the
Minister of Housing would have been so pre-occu-
pied with getting the homelesg back into their homes
and seeking shelter for those who have not got it at
the moment or who have got it temporarily, that
the carrying on of the normal run of the Govern-
ment would have been out of his mind. When youn
weigh the prioriti s, anybody (except members of
the Government) must come to the inescapable con-
clusion that it is more important at this junctuce
to rebuild one hundred houses than to contemplate
building a school. There is no shortage of schools
of which you could speak in the same way ag of a
shortage of houses at the present time and the one
argument which they could possibly use to justify
the building of that school is the one argument which
is not servieceable. It is this: if at anytime we had
been claiming that the schools should not be built
for different reasons they would say that they are
trying to give emplovment to the unemployed, and
that we, by our criticisms and even by our votes.
were preventing them from getting work. That ar-
gument does not hold good at this time: because if
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all the carpenters, masons and labourers who are
available for work in this island are not yet employed
in rebuilding and repairing people’s houses, then
that is something for which this Government must
stand condemnea.

I would not like to hear that they can embark on
a new project and find the labour with which to
do it when something which is more needful should
be done. That leads me to something which is more
important. Kven if it were admitted that there is
no shortage of labour and materials, yet the labour
and materials which we now have are just enougn
—at any rate for the time being—to do properly
the work which we have in hand, and that work 1s
to repair and rebuild the people’s houses. Is the
Minister of Commurications solemnly going to tell
this House and this island in ‘cold-blooded fashion
that he propoeses to divert labour and materials from
the necessary jobs of rebuilding and repairing the
houses of the poor people to something else which is
of less priority at this moment? Is that what he
wishes us to believe? That the urgent work which
has been left by the hurricane is so well covered that
ke can chuck about labour and materials? Does he
not think it is a crime if he were allowed to slow
down the work on behalf of people who are now
homeless and more uncomfortable as time goes on?
We could not be claiming to be bringing in addition-
al carpenters and masons because he would only be
taking them from on: sort of work and putting them
on to another. I think it is time that the Ministers
of this Government really realise that the adminis-
tration of a country is a serious business, and takes
vision, foresight and a certain amount of hard com-
monsense; and more even than this a great portion
of human feeling. They must realise that they should
not make the colossal blunders which they seem to
be making and of which this seems to be the prin-
cipal one.

I wish to say therefore that the members of my |

Party look upon this matter with grave concern and
we are not convineced that it is a right and proper
thing for them to embark upon ihe spending of
$143,000 on building a new school before the more
necessary task of rebuilding and repairing the peo-
ple’s houses has been engaged in. We therefore
feel that we cannot agree to the diversion of labour
and materials from the more urgent work of rehab-
ilitating the people to this project which can well
wait.

8.00 p.m.

In view of all that has been said, in view of our
feelings on that matter I beg to move that further
consideration of this Head be postponed.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman—

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS': Mr. Chairman,
I beg to move that you do now report progress and
ask for leave to sit again.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I cannot un-
derstand what goes on nowadays at all. The hon.
senior member for St. Jobn gave way to the Hon.
Minister of Social Services because he thought a
wave of decency had swept over the Ministers.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is out of
crder.

Mr. BARROW: I am not out of order; I am on
a point of order. I asked the hon. senior member for
St. John to give way to the Hon. Minister because I
thought as I said just now' that a wave of decency
had swept over the Ministers.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: T say the hon. senior mem-
her for St. George is out of order.

Mr. BARROW: 7You cannot tell me I am out
of order when I am on a point of order.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Leader of the House is
asking for an adjournment because it is dinner time.
[Mr. ALLDER: The hon. member should have said
that; T thought the hon. member was going to make
a statement relative to the previous speaker]. RBut
you should have known that eight o’clock has gone.
Are you a mule? [VOICES: Order: order!! You
should have known that it is dinner time.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I should hke to
hear you again correctly. Did you ask if L were a
niule ¢

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I called you no such thing.
I said that you should have known it is time for din-
ner; you are not an animal.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, in view of the
insulting remarls which have been made by you, the
Chairman—

Mr. CHAIRMAN: No insulting remarks have
Leen made by the Chairman.

Mr. BARROW: I am asking that the words be
taken down. [Hen. M. E. COX and VOICES: Shut
up! shut up!l] You cannot shut me up. If it is
the pleasure of this House that—

[Asides].

I am not appealing to the members for nothing.
A certain amount of order should be preserved, Mr.
Chairman; and if you cannot preserve it, I ask that
you call upon the Speaker to preserve it.

Mr. Chairman, I should also like to point out to
sou that there is no Rule which says that this House
¢hould adjourn at eight o’clock; absolutely none.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1 am speaking to the hon-
ourable senior member for St. John.

Mr. BARRGOW: You should be more articulate,
Mr. Chairman.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Speaking to the honourable
senior member for St. John. I hope you have not
taken it that I have called you a mule; I have not.
Do not take it from the others poking it into you!

Mr. ALLDER: I did not hear you clearly, Mr.
Chairman.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I have not ealled you a mule.

Mr. BARROW: On a point of order, Mr. Chair-
man. Did you not call the honourable senior member
for St. John a mule?

Mr. CHAIRMAN :
Make him sit down].

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, with all respect to
tlee Chair, I am glad te see that you wish to come
10 terms between yourself and the honourable senior
member for St. John. Nevertheless you did ask him:
““are you a mule?’’ ~ v

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is that I do
now report progress and ask leave to sit again, Hon.
members in favour of that will please say ‘‘ Aye’’ and
those against will please say ‘‘No”’; I think the
““ Ayes’’ have it.

Mr. CHAIRMAN left the Chair Mr. DEPUTY
SPEAKER took the Chair and reported as follows:

I did not. [Hon. M. E. COX:

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. H. ¢. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy
Speaker, I beg to move that this House do now ad-
journ for three-quarters of an hour.

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 am
efraid that the Chairman did not report to you ac-
curately what transpired when the House was in
Committee. If we are using the system of thought
control and the system of Hitlerite Germany 1 think
wa are coming to a very serious pass. I think there]
is an old adage which says verbumi set (and the hon.




OCTOBER

11, 1955 1579

_junior member for St. Joseph will know what T am
driving at). 1 shall like him, even when he is
involved in an argument to report accurately what
transpired in Committee.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the Chair-
man has reported to me the result of what took
rlace in Committee.

The question is that this House do nowt adjourn

jor three-quurters of an hour. Hon. members uni
favour of that will please say ‘“Aye’” any against
please say ‘‘No.”” I think the < Ayes’’ have it.

Myr. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned the House
wccordingly.
£.15 p.m.

On re-assembling.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY RESUMED

Mr. SPEAKER: When the House adjourned,
it was in Committee of Supply.

Mr, SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
resumed in Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH i
the Chair. )

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable senior mem-
ber for St. John was addressing the Chair last.

Ministerial Buildings

Mr. ALLDER: My Chairman, the speeches
which, were started off by that of the honour-
.uble senior member for St. Philip caused me to
expect an early reply from the Hon. Minister pf
{Communications and Works. It is extremely dis-
.appointing to see that resolutions of tl}is sort, are
brought down by the Government, especially at a
time like this when one expected that the disaster
which recently overwhelmed this colony would have
.caused the suspension of all other activities carried
«cut by the Government. It does give rise to the
feeling that we have to be careful that the Govern-
ment has not abdicated from the responsﬂmhty of
rehabilitating the homeless in this colony. If it is
true that two weeks ago when Government suggested
that it wanted all earpenters and masons to work or
rehabilitation of the people and the restoration of
their houses, one cannot expect to see Government
continuing with its other projects such as the Min-
isterial Offices and the construction of schocls. i
"have not said so because I feel that those things
ave not requisite to be carried out, but T feel they
should not be carried out at this stage.
It was suggested in this Chamber a week or two
‘ago that this disaster may affect the Deep Water
Harbour. If it is going to affect the construectinn
of the Deep Water Harbour which means the
enhancement of the economy of the island, then 3
cannot see how the building of the Minjsterial
‘Buildings even although it has been started already
.or an additional elementary school, would not bs
affected. Regardless of what happens, it must alss
ke taken into consideration that the expenditure of
$143,000 to build a mew school at this time wouid
‘only make accommodation for an additional 10
children. The explanatory note to the item states
that the present Bay Street Boys’ School accomma-
dates 460 pupils and that this new building which is
‘going to cost $143.000 is for the accommodation of
360 juniors and 200 infants. T do not feel _that the
CGiovernment should continue with this project now
in view of the fact that the existing Bay Street Bovs’
‘School can be allowed to continue to accommodate
the 460 children which it now accommodates
and because the Ministerial Building is not so im-
vortant at this stage that the work should be con-
-tinued on it.

What is more, if we were to give our blessing
to this resolution, you might find that the Gov-
ernment would call upon the Heads of those D
partments which are carrying out these schemes, to'
start working on them immediately: and that would
mean the taking away of those artisans who ar-
now employed in the rebuilding of those houses
damaged by the hurricane to go back and work on
those projects.

How do the Ministers plan these things? a:
the Ministerial Buildings, at present you have
families from the adjoining area living because their
houses have been blown down. We have already
spent over half million dollars in the rehabilitatic::
of the people; and as far as I have iearnt, that money
was fully spent since last weekend. If that moner
was fully spent last weekend, then work is stiil
carried on by the various departments in th.
rehabilitation of the people. There is no resolution
brought to this Chamber today to make Drovisio:.
for wages and other commitments that has beer
undertaken this week in that respect for the cominy
weeks; therefore we have to come to the conclusion
that the Minister and the Government are not aware
of the immensity of the inconvenience whickk =
large number of householders are sutfering. It als.
gives one the impression that the Ministers who
ought to know better are not really laying down
policy but that some Chief Secretary or some Derson
m the various Ministerial offices who are not directly
responsible for the proper running of the coloev
are saying to the Ministers what they must do. You
will see that I am magnaminous when I take thai
view because, in my opinion, it would be worse i:
the Ministers say that they have aavisers who have
made a recommendation such as this when they are
esponsible. It is quite easily seen that if that is se,
vou need not worry to carry on a ministerial svstem

Sir, everybody has agreed that because of the
hurricane, we must cease doing the things which we
intended doing. The only persons who seem to b
content to do unnecessary things at this time are
members of the Government and if I make an un-
just charge against them, Mr. Chairman, the
Ministers must blame themselves; because. as I have
said, T had hoped that the speeches of the hon
senior member for St. Philip, the hon. senior mern.
ber for St. George and the hon. junior member Ffor
St. Lucy would have caused the responsible Minister
to get up at an early time and explain to the Com
mittee what is the Government’s intention.

9.10 p.m.

The Hon. psendo-Minister of Trade does not even
help the Government to explain its business to this
Chamber but all he does is to steal the behaviour of
a puppy [Laughterj. We are here as responsible
representatives of the people; each and every cme of
us is attacked on all sides by the people who are
suffering, and quite rightly so. Regardless of Party
polities, it would be wise for the Government to get
up and say that it is willing to suspend a Resolution
like this. If that does not happen we will have to
fight it as long as our energies can afford us. [Hon.
M. E. COX: You are talking nonsense.l It is
nonsense when the Minister of Communications fails
to convince us that a Resolution of this sort is more
expedient than the rehabilitation of the peonle who
are homeless and sleeping all about in churches, in
schools, and on the floors of their neighbours’ houses.
1t is not sufficient to sit there and sneer at construc-
live suggestions — the kind of suggestions which do
not seem to enter the brains of the worthy centle-
man in front of me. T hope that the honourable
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wember, with all he has said, will get up when 1 sit
down and cause me to feel differently.

what is more, you should not at this time of our
development house the Kducation Board in a school
which houses 460 children. 1t is too elaborate a
sei up for an office like the Education Department.
if you take into consideration the kind of quarters
they occupied for all these years it is just wasting
Government’s buildings. I do not know if the hon-
ourable gentlemen preter to have monumental struc-
tures to their memory even at the expense of the
happiness of the masses, but I would hope that the
Government Bench will see the wisdom of the re-
marks which have been made by those honourable
members who have spoken already. I do mnot know
it I should limit my charges to the Government
Bench in this hon. place or if 1 should include men
who claim to have vision and who are associated with
the Ministers in Executive Committee in agreeing
to send down a Resolution of this nature at this
time. 1 take it that they should be more responsi-
ble in their handling of Government business and
even if the Ministers were minded to send down a
Resolution of this sort, those who say that they are
highly qualified in the administration of Govern-
ment should suggest that it is unkind to do such a
thing at this particular time.

T am only hoping that it is not the intention of
the Government at this stage to take away those ar-
tisans from what they are now doing and carry them
back to build these Government Offices. While this
may well be a proposal for the future the Gtovern-
ment should decide not to go ahead with the build-
ing of a new school. Mr. Chairman, T will sit now
with the hope that I will hear something more tangi-
ble from the Government Bench. I beg to second
the motion which has been made by the honourable
junior member for St. Luey.

Hon. C. B. TALLMA: It is very seldom that T
have had the displeasure of listening to a more con-
fused trend of thought than what has emanated here
tonight. When I say that, one will fully realise that
anyone who has studied the general programme as
far as Oovernment buildings are concerned will
realise that one thing hinges on another ad infini-
tum. The Central Market hinges on the Depart-
ment of Highways and Transport, the Public Works
Department and things of that kind.

When we stop to consider that for the last fifty
years no Government buildings have been construc-
ted to house anybody at all, let alone Government
offices, when we think that the Government rents
offices in this town. we will fully appreciate our full
position.

Combermere School is a relic not of this Gov-
crnment but of a Conservative Government ten
years ago; therefore do not place that at the hands
of this QGovernment, place it at the maladministra-
tion of thd Government of ten years ago. We need
accommodation on a secondary basis; we want to
stop renting Post Offices.

Mr. BARROW: On a point of Order. I do
not think it is good for the Hon. Minister to speak
badly of the past because the Premier was on the
‘Executive at that time.

Hon. C. B. TALMA: I was not on the Execu-
tive with Mr. H. W. Springer and the present senior
wmember for St. Philip when they were there.

.20 p.m.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I do not see how I came
into it at all. All that the honourable senior mem-
ber for St. George said was that the Hon. Premier

himself was on the Executive when Combermere was
previously built. That is all.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : Mr. Chairman, the build-
ing which is regarded as a monumental building for
the Labour Party is not a monumental building for
any Party at all. It is a matter of dire necessity
for the community and coming generations, and is
now serving the purpose of sheltering many home-
less, needy and poor people who now have cause to
seek shelter. We are hoping to provide the neces-
sary aecommodation for the children at the Wande.-
ers” pasture and at the same time to solve the
Housing problem in so far as elementary education
is concerned. The honourable senior member for
St. George and his kin are always braying in here
on the question of employment and finding work
for the people.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I rise to ask
the honourable member to withdraw that remark
about braying.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member is
asking you to withdraw the remark.

Hon. C. B. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, it, prob-
ably, is wrong for me to say so.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable
has withdrawn.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, the honourable
member said: it is wrong for him to say so, but he
did not, in my opinion, withdraw the remarks.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, with all
due deference, it is wrong. The honourable senior
member for St. John is usually heard in this House
in a very aggressive manner, at the same time ap-
pearing ridiculous to many other honourable mem-
bers, giving expressicn to his views on the working
class people, and now that we have opportunities
for employment the same honourable member is talk-
ing down the Vote for $143,000; turning it down
and preventing employment. Ile has said that —
[A VOICE: No.] He has said: do not vote $143,000.
People are still unemployed and we are trying to
help as many as we can to secure employment.
That is the type of people with whom we have to
deal.

This Government is still a tenant. It is not a
landlord ; and has not erected any Government flats
or Government buildings or made any such accom-
modation for many years. We, therefore, want to
have our Central market, Cold Storage and Deep
Water Harbour. We also want mass-employment
for the people of Barbados, and in connection with
that we see an Opposition Party trying to destroy
it.

The guestion now of top priority we fully un-
derstand; and that is, that Government has con-
structive plans in so far as the homeless are con-
cerned. It has a plan whereby many slum areas
will be developed into three storey-flats. Further-
more, anyone who needs lumber or material to assist
them in development will be granted some.

I am speaking on Christ Church now for the
benefit of the honourable senior member for St.
John ; because, he seems to be in a trance. So far
as Christ Church is concerned, I think the labour
and endeavour of our Director of Public Works,
Captain Tomlin, is very satisfactory. Captain Tom-
lin’s work is so prcnounced in Christ Church, he
builds so many houses every week that no one
could complain; and that is all due to the Labour
Government and the Hon. Minister of Communica-
tions Works and Housing. When honourable mem-
bers jump up and talk they do not seem to know
what is happening. I have had no less than 200

member
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calls on me; I am speaking of the cases which I per-
sonally have handled.

Mr. Chairman, this Government is doing and
has done very valuable work and constructive work
and has solved the problem in many respects and
maintained law and order. In spite of all the sabo-
tage movements and in spite of all the things that
have been done to destroy the Labour Government,
this Government will live on. In spite of all the
sidelights (and I do not care to use any insulting
language), in spite of all these things, everything
is working very satisfactorily ; and people like the
honourable senior member for St. John must realise
that although St. John has mnot functioned under
the Hurricane Relief Committee, and although he
was elected on that basis, yet, if there is any turn-
-eoat, it is no fault of the Labour Government. You
should try to live with the Labour Government or
be destroyed forever.

Hon. M. E. COX and Mr. ALLDER rose to
speak.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable
member for St. Michael has caught my eyes.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I will give
way to the honourable senior member for St. John.

Mr. ALI.DER: When it comes to the attitude
of the honourable senior member for Christ Church,
we all sympathise with an honourable member who
disports himself as the honourable member is dis-
porting himself, because we all know that inebria-
tion is a thing which leaves its effects on the brain
irrespective of how one lives after.

The honourable member accuses me; but I am
inclined to think that the honourable member might
have done better if he had not got up to speak.
9.30 p.m.

The honourable member accuses me of confused
thinking, but certainly the honourable member would
tave done better if he did not get up to speak be-
cause this Minister who should give us something
concrete, gave us nothing more than mere abuse,
told us of something which happened ten years ago.
The honourable member has not shown us yet, with
all his rantings, that the continuation of buiiding
sehemes other than replacement of people’s homes
is more expedient. He has not told us that. I cau
be as fantastic in my campaigning remarks as the
honourable senior member for Christ Church. 1
heard him at St. Patricks in one of his campaign
1aeetings telling people: ““I am going to become a
Minister and each of you is going to get a bungalow.”’

Hon. C. F. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, ] rise on
a point of Order. Whether it is through lack of
comprehension or whether it is a malicious intention
on the part of the honourable member that be said
so, I do not know. He, apparently, does not seem
to know what is true or untrue owing to his having
such a distorted memory:.

Mr. ALLDER: The honourable member has
told a man called Dr. Jekyll that he was going to
give him a bungalow.

Mr. CHATRMAN: I am speaking to the hon-
ourable member for St. John. Do keep to the Reso-
Iution and do not stray.

Mr. ALIIDER: Mr. Chairman, I have always
depended on your impartiality and I had hoped that
you would have stopped the Minister when he was
taking advantage of the situatior. What the Hon.
Minister said makes all honourable members who
Inow what Government should do more scared. All
T ask the honourable members of the Government
Bench is to state that in view of the fact that vou
have been askine for this money to continue with the
sonstructior of the Ministerial Building and to bhuild

senior

a new school, — something which is not very expedi-
ent at this time — how do you intend to continue
with the rehabilitation of the people’s houses which
you have promised to reinstate? That is all 1 am
saying and the honourable member has not replied
to that. All he has done is to add confusion to the
whole situation. We have nothing to do with what
happened ten years ago, nor do the people want to
know what happened ten or fifty years ago. The
reople are showing by their actions that they are
willing to forget that time. What they want now is
conscientious service and to let first things come first,

The honourable member talks about opportunity
for employment. That is purely an indulgence on
popular slogans to bamboozle the public 1ecause
everybody knows that more people are employed
today because of the hurricane than were employed,
£0"to speak, by Government prevmusly

Hon. C. E. TALMA : I rise on a point of Order .
Mr. Chairman. It is true that the hurricaue has
caused more employment but my point is this: al-
though the honourable member always argues about
finding more employment for the people, he is trying
to belittle what the Government is doing.

Mr. ALLDER: The Hon. Minister says that the
Government has plans for housing. We heard that
long ago. What we are interested in at the moment
is the implementation of Government’s housing
policy. Do not say that it has a programme for
housing. What we are asking is that it does nothing
to retard the progress of the rehabilitation of the
people.

1 do not see how the rebuilding of Combermere
»ehool has anything to do with the present Resolution.
It would look more businesslike if the Government
had brought a Resolution to get money to rebuild
Combermere School; not that I would prefer Gov-
ernment to start on the rebuilding of Combermere
School before they get back up to the people’s houses,
Lut it does seem more reasonable to replace Com-
bermere School before you build any more elementary
Schools. T still expect the Government to display
lcss of a confused way of thinking, and be more
constructive in its way of thinking, especially at this
time.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I will begin
by saying that in so far as the honourable senior
member for St. George is concerned, no one will ever
expect him to contribute anything WorthWhlle to the
debates of this House. I am sure I am right in say-
ing that from the time he happened to be a member
of this House, if yon look through the records you
will see that he has never at one time in, the history
of his presence in this House contributed anything
valuable to any debate which has taken place.
Rather to the contrary, he has been making personal
attacks on members of this House and more parti-
cularly the Ministers who are in charge of Govern-
ment business.

Mr. BARROW: T rise on a point of Order, Mr.
Chairman, T would like to point out that if the only
thing T have done is to point out corruption on the
part of the Minister I have contributed something.

Hon. M. BE. COX: I will not ask him to with-
draw, Mr. Chairman. I know the Chief Justice
had to call him to his Chambers and make him give -
back a man his money. He robbed the man and the
man had to go to the Chief Justice to get back his
money.

Mr. BARROW: Now, I would like to say this,
Mr. Chairman. This is one occasion upon which I
am going to ask you to call His Honour the Speaker.
because the senior member for &* HMichael is im-
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puting of me improper conduct in my profession
which is the grossest libel you can impart against
any human being.

Hon. M. E. COX: I am going to bring chaptor
and vers: to prove it.

Mr. BARROW : On no occasion in my lifetime
have I been summoned to go into anybody’s Cham-
bers to give back any money, neither have I robbed
anybody as the hon. member robked the Government
out of its huts.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman,
point of Order.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I say, allow me, please.

Hon. M. E. COX: I am asking that those words
be withdrawn immediately.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I say, allow me, please.

Mr. BARROW: I am not going to allow you to
permit the hon. senior member for St. Michael —

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am asking the hon. senior
member for St. George to take your seat.

Mr. BARROW: I am not going to allow any-
body like the senior member for St. Michael teo
make the grossest, foulest and dammest accusation
against me and allow it to go unchallenged. That is
what the people of Barbados get for putting people
like him in the House of Assembly. If the only thing
T have done is to point out corruption on the pari
of the Minister since I have heen in the House of
Assembly, I have done something.

Hon. M. E. COX: I am asking Mr. Chairman,
that those words be withdrawn. If they are not
withdrawn I am asking that the words be taken
down.

940 p.m.

I rise om a

THE SPEAKER IN THE CHAIR
The Chairman reported to Mr., SPEAKER
who took the Chair.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chairman of Committecs
has reported to me an instance of disorder, involv-
ing the conduct of the hon. senior member for St.
Michael and the hon. senior member for St. Georgz
in that both hon. members have used rather uncon:-
“plimentary references one towards the other. Tha
Chairman has also reported to me that he wanted to
restore order in Committee and called on the hon
senior member for St. George to take his seat, that
the hon. member disregarded his authority and d'd
not resume his seat until the Chairman had actualiy
sent and called me to restore order. There is no
guestion of words having been taken down because
neither hon. member has requested any words te
be taken down.

Hon. M. E. COX: I said that if the hon. merc-
ber did not withdraw the words I would ask that
they be taken down.

Mr. SPEAKER: No report has been mada tc
me about any request for words to be taken down.
If the Chairman of Committees wants to clarify
that point he is in a position to do that.

Mr. SMITH : When the hon. senior member fou
St. Michael asked that the words used by the hon.
senior member for St. George be withdrawn, the hox.
senior member for St. George would not take his
seat. I rapped the gavel more than once calling on
the hon. member to take hig seat and His Honour
the Deputy Speaker had to call on me to send fox
Your Honour.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is one thing -which
seems rather clear to me; it is that there was dis-
order in the Chamber which involved the condnect
of the two hon. members to whom I have already

referred. The hon. senior member for St. George by
the report of the Chairman of Committees dis--
regarded the Chairman in not taking his seat and
allowing him to restore order. I must tell non.
wembers this — and I think I should stand in
addressing the House in this fashion — that ia:
order for hon. members to be able to debate any
subject matter before them, there must be order:
[Cheers] and there must be that respect for the
Chairman of Committees or for the Speaker. When
any hon. member refuses to obey the Chair it 1s-
the duty of all other hon. members to intervens,
There is a specific Rule which says that members of
the House may intervene in order to stop disorder.
I think the action of the Deputy Speaker is most
commendable in this setting. However I would like
to hear the hon. senior member for St. George who-
bas been specifically charged with disobeying the
Chair.

9.50 p.m.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I very much ap-
preciate the fact that at long last Your Honour has.
given me the opportunity to speak, since the accusa-
tions are of a very grave nature. If Your Honour will
look around the Chamber you will see that the Minis-
try is divided into iwo; viz: the Hierarchy and those
below. To make a long story short, the hon. senior
member for St. Michael in reply fo certain state-
ments and suggestions which were made, started his.
speech by delivering an attack on me, personally, dur-
ing which the Chairman did nst intervene or call him
to order- It was an attack in which he said that I
had not made any contribution to any debate sinece T

! kad been in this Chamber. I called for Order, but he

was not stopped by the Chairman : whereupon 1 said-
If T did make any contribution in this Chamber it
was to point out corruption on the part of the Minis-
ter of Communications. The Minister did not, at that:
stage, ask the Chairman to ask me to withdraw my
remarks. e took advantage of the situation and then
attacked me both in respect of my profession and
made certain unfounded charges of a very grave and
serious nature to the effect that I had robbed some-
body and that the Chief Justice had called me into
his Chambers. All those are charges which he level-
led against me and which are completely unfounded
and which are not expected even from sombody
labouring; under the circumstances such as those un-
der which the Minister of Communications has to
labour.
Mr.
tinue.

Mr. BARROW: At this stage, Mr. Speaker,---
hon- members can tell me whether I am leaving out
anything or misrepresenting anything that actually
took place—at that point, I rose on a point of order
to ask the Chairman to ask the hon. member to with-
draw those remarks, and the Chairman, just rap-
red on his gavel continuously, while the hon. senior -
member for St. Michael continued to shout and said
that he could bring chapter and verse. I then said:
Mr. Chairman, I am on a point of Order. I also start-
ed to make my objection; and someway or other, in a
very short space of time without any hiatus at all
the junior member for the City suggested that (since
it appeared that a general atmosphere of Billingsgate
persisted in this Chamber) that your Honour be sent
for. If the Chairman called upon me to sit down I
cannot remember; but at no time did I refuse to sit
down, and he just kept on rapping. If there was any
aisturbance, it was on the part of the Minister of
Communications himself and not on my part. I had
ne intention of allowing any remarks made by the
hon. senior member for St. Michael to pass me or
escape unnoticed in this Place.

SPEAKER: The hon. member may con-
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The accusations amount to incarceration; and
‘I have absolutely no intention—Even now when I
am trying to address the Chair, the honourable
member i3 attempting to interrupt. What 1 have
related, Mr. Speaker, is exactly what took place. At
no time did 1 attempt to sit down. There wag dis-
order; but I submit that [ was rightly on my feet
to object to a most heinous accusation, without any
foundaticn, by the honourable senior member for St.
Michael. 1If the Chairman took it that I disobeyed
him because he sgaid that I failed to sit down, I con-
sider, Mr. Speaker, that I did not.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that sufficient explan-
ation has been made by the honourable member for
St. George. Every honourable member must realise
that if the House is in Committee the Chairman
cannot be expected to make a ruling while the House
goes to pieces. The Lonourable member did not dis-
obey the Chairman; if it did appear so, I believe
that it was because oif the general noise; and if he
aid attempt to speak it was on a point of order.
I can imagine what it was. I counsel all honour-
able members Jjust to bear in mind that without
order, without even tempers, we are bound to create
for ourselves just the sort of atmosphere that is not
fit for debate.

[Cheers.)

Mr. Speaker left the Chair and the House re-
sumed Committee of Supply, Mr. Smith being in
the Chair.

16.00 p.m.

Hon. M. B. COX: Mr. Chairman, I was about
to say that in so far as this Resolution is ccncerned,
even though I am conscious of the fact that some
people would seize an opportunity such as this to
riake it appear as though the Government is not
fully conscious of its duty and responsibility tow-
ards the housing of the homeless people at this
time, I will say that perhaps if I were in the posi-
tion of some of the members who have spoken, I
might be inclined to feel that before we embark
on a scheme of building schools, we should concen-
trate our efforts on rehousing the people; but, sir,
knowing as I do th: Government’s plan, and hav-
ing to assist in formulating that plan, I am satisfied
that with the passing of this Resolution it cannot
in any way retard the progress of the housing of
the people in this Island who are homeless; but
rather, on the other hand, it will assist the Gov-
cenment to a large extent in reducing some of its
expenditure at present, in so far as the rental of
various offices to house officers of the Government.
As T have said before, everybody knows that we
agreed to build Government Headguarters; some
members have taken the opportunity to make it
appear as if the Ministers-——and incidentally they
are admitting that they will never get into power,
in which case they will never be able to occupy
those offices—are building offices—monuments they
czall them—to their ecredit. Perhaps, they iight
have said, to their everlasting credit. I am not
denying the fact that offices are being built for five
Ministers but then offices are also being built for the
Attorney General, the Financial Secretary, the Chief
Secretary, and a room for the Executive Committee
nieetings which are now held at Government House.
We are building offices for the whole Secretariat.
What are you going to do with the offices which
the Ministers are vaecating? you may ask. The Post
Office will be extended for the whole length of the
bottom floor of this building. Every now and then
letters appear in the Press about the matter and
even honourable members come in here and criticise
the Government for the lack of space in accommo-
dating the public in the General Post Office and the

Government Savings Bank. We are saying, that as
goon as the building of Ministerial offices is com-
pleted, we are extending the Post Office from one
end of this building to the other. We are putting the
Auditor General upstairs in the other building, in-
cidentally in the oflice which the Premier mow oe-
cupies. We are putting the Savings Bank back
where it was before. The offices which we now rent
{rom the Royal Bank of Canada for the Account-
ant General, we will no longer have to rent, as he
will oceupy a part of downstairs and the office which,
the Chiet Secretary now occupies. The office of the
Natural Gas Corporation will also be housed in
one of Government buildings. The office of the In-
ccme Tax Commissicners is now being rented from
[essrs Plantations Limited, and when the Ministe-
rial offices are finished, we will not have to pay
Messrs Plantation Limited any more vent as we
will faad accommodation in Government buildings
for that Department. We also have to rent officeg
tor the Controller of Supplies, but we will no longer
kave to rent offices for that Department.

‘Those hon. members are making the public to
believe that we are just pushing up buildings for our
own glory. It is an absolute necessity if the taxpay-
¢rs’ money is to be saved that we construet this Minis-
terial building and these other buildings so as to
tzke the Government offices out of the premises which
are now rented.

As regards the erection of the Bay Street Boys’
School, as I have pointed out earlier, Combermere
School has given no end of trouble. Large sums have
been spent on it from time to time during the last
few years. We now find that the School is broken up

' 1 many places and is no longer any good. On account

of that, we had to commandeer the barracks and huts
and things of that sort which were used by the Bar-
bados Regiment to house Combermere School. Wa
khad to take the Education Department from the Gar-
rison and pash it into the Highways and Transport
Department which has been removed to the Pine. All
that we had to do in order to accommodate the whole
of Combermere Schoo] at the Garrison. We are not
leaving that School there indefinitely, neither are we
leaving the office of the Department of Education at
the Pine, because as the Hon. Minister of Agriculturs
has said, we have earmarked the site on which the
Department of Highways and Transport now stands
for a Central Market, something which is sadly laek-
ing and needed in this community: We are going to
take that Department up to the Pine as soon as we
cen and get on with the building of a Central mar-
ket there.

Goovernment’s position, is, that we cannot at
this stage because of the hurricane say: ‘‘Oh, we
are going to abandcm all our construction pro-
gramme,”’ as some honourable members say. We
cannot leave our building programme entirely alone
and suspend all our activities and concentrate on
building houses. Again, I say, with all emphasis
and indeed I know that the people are fully con-
scious of the fact of what Government is doing on
their behalf and they are going to say on no un
certain terms that they know their real friends
from the sham ones.

What is the position with regard to housing?
Even if all the machinery was geared to build all
the houses necessary, we have to consider the ques-
tion of land, which is a very important item. The
acquiring of that takes plenty of time. The Queen’s
Solicitor has to be called in. the site has to be
chosen, and the negotiations have to be conducted.
for the purchase of the site. From my experience
it takes sometimes eight months before you ean gef
a conveyance for the land. How can you get ahead

| building your houses during that time? It is true,
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we have some plams at our disposal and I imend
it I am spared, (not by man, of course) to tell
the House in a week or two the plans that Gov-
ernment has afoot in so far as buildings are con-
cerned.

10.10 p.m.

The Hon. Minister of Agriculture hinted that
we are building flats and terraces in the very mnear
iuture in several parishey of this island. There are
roughly about six parishes in which we have some
land and I will be coming aown to this House next
week [A MEMBER: Say we will be coming down].
If T went to ‘“‘Bromley’” he taught me what to say,
not you. When you are in power you guide yourself.
I :was saying, sir, we have a Scheme for the construe-
tion of flats and terraces in at least six parishes where
we have land. In other parishes, we are making a
survey with a view to purchasing land so as to be
&ble to build permanent structures for the people.
In so far as rehabilitation is concerned, that has
reached a stage where we have to taper them, so to
speak. According to the last figures there were
gomething like 3,000 houses rehabilitated by the
Manager-Secretary of the Housing Board; and as
far as the Public Works is concerned there are 1,500.
You can see that a substantial number of houses
have been re-erected and in so far as rehabilitation
has been concerned, it has been agreecd that the
Director of Public Works will now withdraw frow-
the rehabilitation and concentrate on constructing
these permanent structures. There will be thrce-
storied flats for Bridgetown and two storied terraces
for the country distriets. It has been agreed to hanc
over the rehabilitation work to the Manager-Secre
tary of the Housing Board. We are reaching a stage
when we are getting some sort of over-lapping; and
therefore it is mnecessary to carry stuff to a place,
deposit it there and have carpenters working in the
area rather than have numerous squads running
sround.

In addition to that, as the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture has pointed out, we have also agreeu
that where an individual can effect his own
repairs—whether he can repair his own house with
his own labour or whether he is hiring labour and
he is willing to do so—we have agreed to have an
assessment of the material necessary for effecting the
repairs, deposit the material with the individual and
let him sign for it, always bearing in mind that that
material cannot be used on any project other than
that for which it has been given. We have agreed
to let the individual sign for that amount of material
and carry out his own repairs. Therefore you can
see, Mr. Chairman, that every aspect of this housing
position has been considered, stupid as the Ministers
are, and everything has been working and dove-
tailing in so far as rehabilitation is concerned.

You might hear quite a lot of things, but the
Government has never delayed one half-seecond in
rehabilitating these people. On the morning afte:
the hurricane, as I sald in this House already, 1
went around and saw the damage which was done
and I gave instructions to the Manager-Secretary of
the Housing Board to start immediately to rehouse
these people. He started on the Friday morning
and on Saturday we met in Executive Committee tn
have these squads put out by the Housing Board.,
and up to Saturday night they were still getting
out material. They even worked on Sunday. 1
want to say that no member of this House could
have the interest of the people at heart more than
the Government; anybody can see the speed with
which we have worked. We ought to have intelli-
gence enough to know what is best to be done. We
have devised a plan; the Public Works Department

will be coneerned, in addition to building these flats
and so on, with certain works which we feel arc
essential, even although it has been pointed out that
the rehousing of the people must take priority;
but there are things which must be done. We cannct
leave the Bay Street building there; if we do not
tnild the school we have no place to put the Director
of Education; and in finding quarters for the Di
rector of Hducation, we are providing adccommoda-
tion for another 100 children whom it is difficult to
get into the schools at this stage.

Again I must emphasise that we have plans for
every phase of this reconstruction. I want to
remind bhonourable members that much as we have
kad quite a lot of employment for people, even if
we employ 1,000 people they are still 2,000 unem-
nloyed. It is all very well for people to say that
we should not build offices, but there are limitatiois
which we cannot get over in a day.

Two years ago the Public Works Departmens:
was ‘'employing approximately 283 people. Last
vear on capital works it was employing over 2,000
and they were another 2,000 or 3,000 people still
b-gging for work. Letters came in from the honour-
able senior member for St. George, the honourable
senior member for St. Philip and so on. Even though
we had our work going on, there were still many
more people who wanted employment. If we only
concentrate on one thing, there will be many people
who will still be without jobs. Honourable members
who have been keeping their eyes on things will
remember that in this rehousing programme there
is more opportunity for work for carpenters than for
masons. In the majority of cases within the orbit of
the Public Works, the bias is on carpenters and
labourers; and we have to try as far as possible
and bring in as many types of artisans as we pos-
sibly can. That is what we are doing; we are saying.
“We must build this school; we must finish the
Government’s headquarters; we must build a school
at Holy Innocents’’ and there are also buildings
on which we must eontinue to carry out the Govern.
ment’s programme in addition to housing, in order
to provide suitable accommodation for schools and
things of that sort. Therefore I must appeal to
honourable members to see that it is not a question
of ignoring the more weighty question of re-housing
people; but in addition to that we have the ear
penters and the masons who can carry on with thai
building, and on a similar scale with certain other
buildings that are essential.

With regard to the question of finance, the
House can leave the question to the Qovernment as
to where the money will come from. If we wer?
stupid enough to follow the suggestion of the hen-
ourable junior member for St. Lucy, we would not
have any money in hand. The Hon. Premier has
always said that any wise person always puts up
something for the rainy day, like the ant. That
js the source from which we intend to draw now
that the rainy day has come.

10.20 p.m.

In so far as the hon. sennior member for St.
Luey is concerned I ecan assure him that we would
not live long enough to take the type of advice
which he is capable of giving.

Mr. Chairman, I think I have answered the
points, at least to the satisfaction of the hon. senior
member for St. John who knows that we still have
to build an elementary school, especially since we
have had this calamity; because we have found at
this time that these schools are very necessary.
In this plan for rehousing we have also included
St. John for some flats, provided the hon. member
does not object,
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Mr. CHATIRMAN: Three hon. members are on
their feet. When looking across the hon. senior
member for St. Philip caught my eye first.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I merely want to assure
the Committee after listening very carefully to the
apologia of the Minister of Communications, Works
and Housing that what we on this side of the table
tried to make the Government understand was that,
while it is true that there is congestion at the Gov-
ernment Savings Bank and at the Post Office, there
1s also to-day overcrowding and congestion in these
Relief Centres, in the Schools and Churches
throughout the Island which housed the people whao
were left homeless by the hurricane. It is all well
and good to say that rehabilitation of these houses
is progressing and that an appreciable number has
been restored; but I can speak with guthority for
the parish I represent. Many of the houses were
partially destroyed. [Hon. M. E. COX: That iv
not correct.] Houses which have been demolished
beyond repair have not been dealt with. The Gov-
ernment has reached a stage where it has empow
ered the Minister to hand out some material to the
people and leave them to help themselves.

Hon. M. E. COX: I did not say that. I said:
[n addition to the Governments Housing Pro-
grammes, any individual who is effecting the neces-
sary repairs whether he has a ecarpenter or not
will be able to get some material.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The houses are flat. You
give them some material and tell them to help them-
selves if they can.

Hon, M. E. COX: That is mot true. Again,
Mr. Chairman, I have to correct the hom. member.
We have had numerous people coming to us and
telling us: If you give us some material, we can
get along ourselves.”” Not that we are leaving up
anybody and saying: Get ahead by yourselves.

Mr. CRAWIFORD: What I am saying is that
we have passed that stage. The houses which the
Government has to think about now are the houses
that have been completely destroyed. What is the
use of telling a man: here is some material; help
yourself. Who is going to pay the labour? In St
Philip, for instance, you may have about 40 to 50
houses ecompletely destroyed. The owners are
homeless. In Christ Church, there may be more
and in St. Michael you will find people absolutely
homeless. -

10.30 p.m.

In the face of that, how can you think in terms
of having ancther Ray Street Boys’ Sechool when
you already have ome? If, for instance, you said
that as the Holy Innocents’ School was destroyed
by the storm and you are reconstructing a Holy In-
nocents’ School in order to provide for those chil-
dren, we would say to you ‘‘well, you can’’, but you
have the Bay Street Boys’ School standing.

Now, you have stopped working on the Christ
Church Foundation School; the Bay Street Boys’
School is intact. Merely in order to add to your
Government Buildings, you are going to build a new
Bay Street Boys’ School somewhere else. Which
does the Hon. Minister believe the people prefer?
Does he believe they prefer to go and queue up
at the Post Office or the Savings Bank, or to eon-
centrate like cattle in some school house or church
as they are now doing?

Sir, entire families, as many as forty and fifty,
are living together in schools and churches without
any privacy and with insufficient Iatrines and
bathing accommodation. In other countries, the
first thing which would be done is to get the people
back in their houses Dbefore talking the nonsense
which the Hon. Minister talked about saving money

by erecting Government buildings. What saving is
it with a Government that has borrowed already
iwo milion dollars and is about to borrow six mil-
lion dollars more? We have already borrowed
$3,500,000 under the Loan Act for which we are
paying 44 per cent. That means something over
$15,000 a year we are paying as interest on that
loan. Ask the Hon. Minister if the Government is
paying $12,000 a year for the rental of Government
offices? We are renting a room for the Government
Electrical Inspector at $60 a month. [A VOICE:
That is not so.] I will get the Estimates to prove
we are renting an office for the Accountant Gen-
cral and may be one or two others. How much is
that to pay for rent? Is the Hon. Minister saying
that we are spending $15,000 a year in rent-
tor Government buildings? According to the Esti-
mates we are paying $720 a year for rent of the
office for the Electrical Inspector. That is $60 a
month. I do not have the total figures for rent
before me, but I am sure they cannot be $500 a
month; therefore, we are mnot offering the country
any saving in money by erecting Parliament Build-
ings. ‘
The whole thing about it is that they figure
tkemselves in this lavish Parliament Buildings be-
canse they believe that the outward appearance
would have something to do with their working, and
that is why they come with their monkey excuses.
We are worried because people who will finally be
Ministers hate to think of the legacy of unnecessary
expense with which the present Ministers have bur-
dened the country at this time. Somebody, when they
leave office, will have to think of repaying it. Taxa-
tion both direct and indirect of this country has in-
creased beyond all imagination to finance their
glorified schemes.

I am saying, that no argument can be advanced
in this Chamber to justify the removing of the
Tublic Works gangs from reconstructing those hous-
es demolished by the hurricane and putting them
back. It is fantastic. Every day of my life I am
persecuted by people from all over the country, who
want to know when or if their houses will be put
back. Every time I see the hon. member on my
right, the hon. junior member for St. Philip, the
first thing he tells me is that people are annoying
and cursing him because he would not help
them to get their houses put back up. Up to now,
the rehabilitation programme headed by the Local
Relief Committee of St. Michael and the Central
Government Programme has only touched the souta
ern part of St. Philip. You are now withdrawing
the Plablic Works gangs from carrying out the re-
habilitation programmes and starting them back to
work on those fancy programmes of yours. The
only work of any importance that is done up to
today has been done by the Public Works Depart-
ment Gangs. What they have done in one week in
the Penny Hole area was almost equal to what all
the other people did before they went in. All along
Penny Hole, to Foul Bay and all the way up the
Iine you will find houses which are completely dam-
aged. The Governor himself the very day after he
came back to this country promised the people that
he would see to it himself that the gangs get up
there as fast as possible. When he, (I refer to Sir
Robert Arundell) promised them that, the appro-
priate official had not even got up there.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I am seizing
this opportunity to correct that statement. I visit-
ed up there before His Excellency visited it. [A
VOICE: Who is His Excellency?] The Governor
visited and the following morning we dispatched
four lorries to Penny Hole. 1 went up there again




1586 IIOUSE

yesterday afternoon and I saw the work that was
done by the Hurricane Relief Committee in the
very Penny Hole district in addition to the work
done by the Public Works Department gangs.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I characterise that as a
deliberate lie.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr, Chairman, I am asking
that those words be withdrawn.

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 am going to prove that
that is a lie. ;
10.40 p.m.

Hoen. M. E. COX: I am asking that those words
be withdrawn.

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 was saying Sir,—

Hen. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I am asking
that those remarks be withdrawn,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. member going to
withdraw the words?

Mr. CRAWFORD: T am not doing anything of
the kind.

Mr. LEWIS: Sir, it is very regrettable that we
should have these interruptions but I think that this
matter has reached the stage when members of this
Committee would like to hear what the hon. senior
member for St. Philip has to say now. 1 deplore
the faet that any unparliamentary language should
be used, but the members of this Committee—

Hon. M. E. COX: When a member asks that
words be taken down no other honourable member
is to speak until that has Teen done.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I have already
had to say that the Hon. Minister is misleading you.
He is profoundly ignorant of the Rules of this House;

Iie does not know one of them. I had to tell him that ]

sust a week ago. If he would read Rule 133 he would
gee what the position is. However it is the right of
the Committee to speak on that matter; can he not
learn that? Is he so vindictive that he cannot learn?
If he is so profoundly ignorant of the Rules of the
House, how do we know that what has been said
about him is not true? This is a matter for the
Committee ; it is not a matter for him and the other
member. He has to depend on the vote of the House.
He has objected to some remarks about dishonesty
and I would like to know what is his position after
the vote on the last occasion. He should have resigned
as a Minister; that is the position from which I was
trying to save him last week.. The hon. member
cannot understand ; he does not even understand what
is happening now. I say let the honourable senior’
member for St. Philip have an opportunity to say
what he wants to say. Let us have some order.

Mr. CHATRMAN: I will read Rule 131 now.
Tt says:

““In a Committee of the whole House, the Chair-
man, if it appear to be the pleasure of the Commit-
tee, will direct words objected to, to be taken down,
in order that the same may be reported to the House.”

I would have to find out whether it is the pleas-
ure of the Committee that the words objected to be
taken down.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The position is this. T
think it is regrettable—

Hon. M. E. COX: The hon. member cannot
speak until this matter has been settled.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: T want to know whether it
is the pleasure of the Committee that these words be
taken down.

Mr. LEWIS: T am appealing to you, Sir, to
let the hon. member whose words have been objected
to be heard in his defence. TLet the honourable mem:-
ter explain whv he said what he said.

Mr. CHATRMAN: Ts it the pleasure of the
Committee that these words which have been objected

to be taken down and reported to Mr. Speaker? Hon.
Members in favour of that will please say ‘‘Aye’’
those against will please say ‘‘No”. I think the
‘‘Ayes’’ have it.

A MEMBER: Divide.

A division was being taken.

Ayes: Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS;

Mr. BARROW: (Sitting) Mr. Chairman on a
point of Grder. The hon. senior member for Christ
Church was uot in the House when the event oc-
curred. IHe was summoned like Cincinatus from the
plough to come in and take part in the voting. The
hon. member cannot vote.

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: (Sitting) He was in
his place when the question was put.

Mr. BARROW : (Sitting) Mr. Chairman, I do
not want any ruling from. over there; I want a ruling
from you. The Minister of Agriculture eannot vote
on this matter at all.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Was the hon. member in his
seat when T put the question ¢

Mr. BARROW : (Sitting) Yes.

Mr. CHATRMAN: Well, he is entitled to vote.

Mr. BARROW (Sitting) 1 do not agree with
your ruling, but I will have to abide by it.

The division was taken as follows:—

‘Ayes: Hon. H. G. Cummins, Hon. M. E. Cox,
Hon. C. E. Tatara; Hon. R. G. Marp; Mr. Horpex,
Mr. Bryax and Mr. MioLgr—7. '

Noes: Mr. Barrow, Mr. Lewrs, Mr. Tupor, Mer.
J. C. MorTLEY (Cheers) Mr. Crawrorp, Mr. ALLDER,
Mr. Gopparp and Mr. E. D. MorrLey— :
10.50 p.m.
) M}". CHAIRMAN: The question has resolved
itself in the negative seven hon. members voting
“Aye”  eight hon. members votiag “No”: I now
declare the ‘“‘Noes’” have it. ’

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I think 1
owe an explanation to the Committee and I want
1t to be perfectly elear in the records.

. Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I hope the hon
senlor member for St. Philip is not questioning the
authority of the Chair; because I think the Chair
has acted quite wisely in the result.

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 think I owe it to the
Committee and to the public that when T said that
the Public Works were working in St. Philip 1
knew what I was talking. The Hon. Minister has
said that he and the Governor went to St. Philip
and on the following morning the lorry went., That
in itself means nothing; and in so far as the ordin-
ary course of events is concerned it may have
transpired like that; but what T am saying is that
neither he nor the Governor knew that the lorry
was going mext morning; and neither he nor the
Governor had any say whatsoever. I understand
that the Governor passed through, but his visit had
nothing at all to do with the lorry’s going next
morning; absolutely nothing. The time will come
when I shall explain how they got there.

Now the position is this: I do not want us to
get away from the real argument we have before
us. All those red herrings across the trail do not
carry the country anywhere. But I am saying that
neither this Committee nor the public could be sat-
1sfied in their minds that at this stage of the rehab-
ilitation programme (the Boy’s School is a calamity
itself) the Government could be justified in sav-
mg that they are going to withdraw the Public
Works gangs from the rehabilitation work and get
on with the building programme. In my own opin-
jon. the most important part of the rehabilitation
work is now to be done. The houses are mateh wood.
You cannot even get back the inside, floor, or any-

«
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thing else. My contention is that we should not

-continue one project; we should not take one single

workman from the Public Works gangs until those
houses are back up. You are not saving money by
building a new Bay Street School. So long as the
people’s houses are down, you have got to house
and feed them and even give them clothes. You
are obstructing and interfering with the normal life
of families. No Government would think of start-
ing work on a new Bay Street School except this
Government; and to talk about erecting flats in
some parishes is really the height of stupidity at
this time. Even the Hon. Minister himself admits
that they have not finished negotiating for the
land. Then it must be considered that you want
to build these apartments in stone; and this is
nothing you can build up in a month. Are you
going to do this merely to justify the building of
the School in Bay i3treet? Your programime was
based on rehousing the people; but that has nothing
to do with the special conditions caused by the
hurricane. We are not asking you to buy land
upon which to rebuild the hurricane houses. The
Minister of Communications seem to think that the
houses destroyed by the hurricane were built in
the sky; but they were standing on land. Put
them back where they were. Talking about buy-
ing land at this stage is merely characteristic of

the Government’s policy of throwing dust in the

eyes of the people. Put the people’s houses back
and then carry on your general housing programme
There are no slums, in the striet sense of the word,
in the two parishes hardest hit by the hurricane.

"The slum areas are in the City of Bridgetown. Kural

areas are different from sium clearance areas. Do
vou think that in the rural areas people who live
there would allow the land to be sold? People w:%].f

Q
you think they want flats? A man lives in the
country because he wants a piece of land for nis
cow or goat. Have you heard of any ﬂat§ in the
agricultural areas when nearly every agmculfcura]
man rents from somebody in the area? I know
that in the parish I represent that we can use both
the Public Works lorries and the other lorries at

‘Jeast, for another six weeks before normalcy is

restored; and it is the height of indifference 1o
retard even to the slightest extent your ,v.:sahabn}@-
tion programme in favour of renewing your Pubiie
Works programme at this stage, especially in a case

‘like the ome for which this Resolution is befors

the Comimittee. The Bay Street School has abso-
lutely no priority in comparison with cases to
which we should devote our utmost atteution now
11.00 p.m. '

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Even at ihe r}ﬁsk of
eing considered by Ministers that we cannot con-
?rib%te anything over here worthwhile, 1 shall try
to add my quota, Mr. Chairman. Afte'r. listening
very carefully to the speeches in opposition to th(i‘
passing of this amount of money for the Bay Street
Boys’ School and after listening to the reply by
the Hon. Minister of Housing and Works, T have
made up my mind to vote for the pogtponement of
thig item, even though it might be thsted‘to mean
that the Opposition feels that you should not go
on with these works. Mr. Chairman. let me sum
it up in this way: you want offices whether they

“be for the Ministers or for the officers of the High-

ways and Transport Department and you also want
tc put back the people’s houses. Please note this

.also: Acts of God and Her Majesty’s enemies have

also changed plans in the United Kingdom and in
a1l nations of the worid. The damage to the people ’s
houses is an act of God and I do think that the

Government’s Five Year Plan can be changed on
aceount of that.

According to the Hon. Minister for Works and
Housing, they have tc get on with their works, their
markets and all those things. 1 am the last to op-
pose any of those schemes; they are important, but
+ am asking him to look the facts squarely in the
Zace. MHousing is something for which the Govern-
ment has planned but the rebuilding of these dam-
aged houses is something out of the ordinary plan.
it 1s through an act of God that a large number
1 people are now suffering. You have at present
vhe Housing Board and the Public Works Depart-
inent assisting in rebuilding those houses. Are you
conscious of the fact that 20 per cent of the houses
which have been destroyed cannot be rebuilt at all¢
“f the Hon. Minister is eonscious of that. let me ask
Aim this next guestion. The three parishes which
have suffered seriously in the hurricane are Christ
tharch, St. Philip and St. Michael. Now, the Hon.
Minister has said that the reason why he is asking
for this money to build this school is because he
wants to continue to hire some men. There is land
available in St. Michael, Christ Chureh and St.
2hilip at present and there is a most competent
man as Director of Pnblic Works to advise the (Gov-
ernment. The Hon. Minister said that their plan
15 to put up two or three-storied flats. )

You want schools but at the moment you can
use Bay Street Boys’ School. You want offices but
at the moment you can continue to rent. Never
mind the discomfort of a few officials. What mat-
ters at the moment is that you have 20 per cent
of the people’s houses blown by the hurricane an:d
the people will not be able to go back in
them unless you do something to them. If you
have money (and the answer is yes), if yvou have
land (and the answer is yes), if you have somebodw
who is able to give vou a plan within two weeks
(and the answer is yes) and you consider that of
the three things which you have to do the rehousing
of the people is of the greatest importance, then go
to Waterford, go to the land which you have bought
i Christ Church and in St Philip and make a
start. The strongest argument used bv the Fon.
Min.ister of Housing is that when you finish rehabili-
tating, you will have a lot of people for whom we will
have to get work. T am saying that you should give
them work now but do not rate schools as priority
projects when you have so many people sufferim.:_r
for their houses. ’

Sir, nobody is accusing the Government of say-
ing that they do not want to house the people. But,
are you thinking seriously over this matter? Are
you really giving it full thought? Do you think
a Waleott-Wilkinson Government would have come
down to this House to-day and say in the face of
S6¢ many people living in schools (and it is pathetie
to hear them say how much they would like to get
back in their homes) that they want $143.000 to
build a Bay Street School? T wonder what members
of the Government would say if they were back-
benchers and such a Resolution was brought down.

Mine is an appeal to commonsense, to ecommon
deceney and to common reasoning. You want three
things: (1) you want schools and we all agree that
you want schools; (2) you want public offizes and
you should have them; (3) you have had a hurri-
cane and as a result you have to build back peo-
ple’s houses. If you had a hurricane and you have
to build back people’s houses, then you must change
all your previous plans. You must agree to that.
Think it out for yourself: if you have these three.
things which you want to do, which do you think
is the most urgent? Is it more urgent to get the
Director of Education or somebody else in good
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comfortable offices or is it more important to go
to Station Hill or St. Barnabas where the people’s
houses are blown flat to the ground and who have
to take shelter in the Ministerial Oftices and rebuild
the houses of these people? That is an appeal to your
soul. If you do not want to do that, then some-
body miust be misleading you.

The Ion. Minister of Housing has actually
said that they have the plans to build houses for
the people. Have you ever heard the saying that
while the grass is growing, the horse is starving?
How long do you intend to keep these people living
in schools? If you were thrown out of your house
tonight and you were carried to Government House
tc live, you would feel uncomfortable there. A
man’s house is his castle. We agree that you want
schools and that you want public offices, but first
things should eome first. You have 20 per cent of
the people’s houses destroyed by the hurricane
which eannot be put back wup. Should you not
huild houses at once for those people?

11.10 p.am.

These are the things on which you should star.
now. Of course, the Government had a programm-
at the Bay, and so on, but there has been an act of
Cod. There is no plan for a hurricane. ! say
this: in common decency to this country and to yous
srandmothers, cousins and nieces, you should wiin
draw this Resolution. If you tell me here tonighi
that you have to wait for three months to get flats,
[ am fully conscious that I will have to endorse the
remarks which the honourable senior member for S*
Philip has just made. You have a competent Di
veetor of Public Works; if you call on him to erect
Luildings on land at Christ Church or Waterford,
he would put them up within a few weeks, Does th2
Honourable Minister want to say that they have to
go to the Queen’s Solicitor in connection with the
land ?

You are going to remove the employees of the
Fublic Works Department and put them to build
schools ; you are tryir.g to minimise the damage from
which the people of this country are suffering by
guggesting that after thrge weeks you will not eon
tinue to assist in the rehabilitation of these nouses.
You may do it by accident or by design, but it i
being done nevertheless. When people read that
in three weeks’ time you have been able o take
Captain Tomlin and his men from this work of re-
habilitation, they wili come to the conclusion that
we did not have all this damage.

Personally I am not voting for this Resolution
The Government has plans for housing people; you
are going on in the normal way with your plans
You have plans for schools, plans for Ministerial
Buildings to which a lot of us have objected, but
by an act of God you have a calamity and a Jot of
people are thrown out of their homes. You are boun:!
to admit that in mary cases houses have to be sold
out for fire wood. If yom have to rehouse these
people and you have to build a school or Ministerial
Offices which, of these things should you do first?
Anybody who is not blind is bound to see it thus
way; is it because you are drawing money from
the Government? Is it because of that you would
narden vour heait and turn your face from the
people and say tha’ it is wiser to build schools and
offices and put people in them than to rehabilitate the
suffering people? No sympathetic persons would say
that: T say that it is bad judgement.

I have found tlat a lot of masons made bet
ter carpenters in tlic crisis, even better than many
of the carpenters i‘hev have had. A ecood masor
could be a carpeuter in this ecrisis. [MEMBERS:
Oh! Yes.] But a geod carpenter cannot be a masou

You could not think of saying that you have all.

cf these masons on the work and therefore yo1
should show somethring for it.

I took time ot on Sunday for the second time
to go to the parishes of St. John and St. Philip
and in these parishes you have houses which can.

rot be re-erected. & jarge percentage of these houses-

is occupied by old age pensioners. people who are
sust spending their last days in 10/ x 8 houses. !
am appealing to the Minister of Soecial Serviees to
zay 1if he thinks it is right to come here for this
money to erect these buildings on the excuss thut
you have to move people from place to place and
you have to house these people? ““I do not mind

the talk,” they will say, ““we will go on with this.

Resolution,f’ but in the ecircumstances I cann.:
vote for this Resolution to-day.

The motion for the postponement of this Res

olution will receive my support. It has reached the-

stage when the backlenchers of the (Government—-
[Mr. MILLER: Your appeal is failing.] I do not
owe my seat to the ionourable junior member for
St. George; I havs :c be guided by my conscicnc..

in respect of those to whom I owe my seat. But so as-

tu the other people, well, they know what they have
t‘c. do- Mr: Chairman, I ask you if you were on the
100r of this House and you saw some of the houses and
the circumstances of the people, would you say that
you would build these offices before rehabilitating:
these peop}e? To the membersg of the Government Cf
say that I have had to price some land and I ask what
is the good of their having Fmergency Powers if they
.,zflferréot gmtxilg (t}o use them. I know that in an
€ ency the Government can take » bui
it and pay for it afterwards, alce fand. build on
11.20 p.m.

1 know this: if the Government wants to take.

any land let them take it and build on it; whether

the land is for sale or not. Six Roads is there, Sil--
ver Hill is there. I therefore feel that of the three:
| things with which we are faced, viz. The School,.

the _O‘fﬁce,_ and (I am not talking about general
housing) just the rehousing of people whose houses
Lave been destroyed, the last mentioned should be
attended to first. I am therefore goingt to vote for
th_e postponement. The Government will see the
wisdom in getting Captain Tomlin to prepare a plan.
and le_t tlggse people go there. Only today, when 1
was discussing with the Director of Education a cer-

tain matter at a time when he had removed some-

pgople from the School, I mentioned then that the
big problem is to get the children back in School. If,.
therefore, you go to the rehousing of Schools and not
to houses you are going to keep people in the Schools
longer. I think you should get on with this as soon
as possible and therefore I am going to vote as 1
sa,_ld just now for the postponement of the Resolution:
‘.’\ilth the hope that the Hon. Minister will find a solu-
tion out of it. In regards to the parish of St..
Michael you cannot merely argue that the Bay Es-
tate is built up, and the Pine is built up; you should
make a move in the direction of Waterford.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. junior member for
St. George may proceed.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, in the first place
1 feel that the Resolution is unfortunate in that it is
somewhat untimed. T have heard al] the argument
here tonight; but the question that strikes me is this:

people all over the world have been making efforts to-

help us. I think that in Antigua there is the picture

of an old lady draped in rags throwing something

into a motor car. In silenf dignity and with respect
to the. people including the people from foreign
countries who gave us aid, I think it is going to have

an ugly effect upon the appeals that are being made-
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today. If you will bear with me, Mr. Chairman,
what I am worrying about is that it is not likely
to have any beneficial effect upon the help that we
need so much.

The argument of the Hon. Minister bears some-
what on this fact. It is true that wmasons
are not employed on the large chattel houses;
and for that reason if you think of mnothing
working classes there is mnothing
wrong in carrying cut comstruction work upon thiy
School ; but if it is going to involve the taking away
of labour from the construction of those other houses
it should not be. The work ¢f the Housing Board
has been, to some extent, brought to an end. I was
told that two days ago there was a great rush for
about two or three truck loads from the Housing
Board. 1T think it was due to a shertage of material
If for any reason this new job is likely to eurtail the

construction of these houses (since you would have tu

use wood that would be employed in construction)
I do not know if any hon. member of this House
would be willing to carry it through. I think many
nf us realise that whatever we do many of those
chattel houses will have to be rebuilt. This is an
ministe:

We next come to the question of land. 1 do not
believe that there has been any serious problem in
connection with grass lands, the only lands avail
able to the Government for construction purposes.
‘We have been told how important grass lands are
to these plantations that grow canes. 1 can appre
«ciate that argument.
.question as to the amount of grass land available for
canes. Lands, that several honourable members of
Parliament and the Minister have seeking, have sud-
denly been changed, and have now become so im-
portant to plantations bent on providing canes. We
are up against the fact that the population is going
‘to produce on the existing soils.

What are you doing about housing? If we can-
not use rab land (sometimes used as house land)
then, there is no hope; and what is more important,
1 emphasise that if you take a ride from Bulkeley’s
factory through to Lower Estate and pass through
the social centre in St. George, it will be seen that
‘there is not one single house on that main road. T
believe that you are in a better position, in respect
.of St. George and St. Andrew.

11.30 p.m.

If it is true that the Hon. Minister of Housing
-.can tackle the construction of the Schools with stone
alone for the moment so as to make work for masons,
-go ahead with this plan, but I am pleading with him,
for heaven’s sake, do not attempt to use one bit of
lumber in the construction of this School now that
this country is in this position. I was in the Barbados
Cotton Factory the other morning and I saw them
‘using seraps of lumber to make minor repairs to one
of their buildings. It is true to say that you can work
on your School huilding for anything like ten weeks
with stone without using wood or any lumber in

-#ppreciable quantity. The present trend of building

is agminst this entire use of mateh wood, and it is
not advisable to replace these houses which have
been entirely destroyed by the use of wood- We are
up against the preblem that the age for building
with wood is gone. The bulk of the people’s houses

-that have been destroyed is of lumber, and it is a fact

that some of the very material to be used in building
them is already ladened with termites. You are only
subsidising the very worm and ant that destroys
‘Juwrber when you build entirely of wood. It means

Tt is also true that there is a

thet in the next ififteen or twenty years you will have
te rebuild again. I think the age has gone when we
<pould think of building houses of wood for the
reopile.

I am imploring the Hon. Minister of Housing
to see that although he is anxious to have Schools
built, we are up against a crisis, and it is not nearly
passed; as a maftter of fact, the very first phase of
it is not nearly at an end. When you are up against
the horror of sszeing families of large numbers
cecupying school buildings, you are heading into
social dangers; you are heading into a form. of soeial
disaster that takes almost a century to root out.

If the Hon. Minister of Housing can give us
the assurance that no material which will be of
use in the reconstruction of the houses of the peaple
will be used in this School, T will wvote for this
money. Although carpenters are much in demand
owing to this crisis, a lot of masons can do with &
crumb; and there is no point robbing a hungry dez
out of a crumb. So long as vou have the money to
do this construction work, I wiil say go ahead.

Another thing which I must point your atten-
tion to is this: what are you going to say to people
in the area, to say nothing of those importan: coun-
tries who day after day are answering appsals to
subscribe to the Hurricarne Fund when you ar:
taking up money to build sehools. There arc suels
funds open all over the West Indies, in England.
in foreign countries, in Brooklyn and all the areas
waere coloured folk live in the United States or
America. What are we making them to understand
when we leave off re-building the people’s hous:s
to build schools? I think we are likely to endanger
our chances of getting help. Did you see the pictu.-
in the Advocate Newspaper with the old lady in
Antigua putting in her mite?

I appeal to the Hon. Minister again not io
carry out the construeticni of that School if it is
likely to have any effect on the rehabilitation of the
people. I say, do not let one bit of lumber go intc
the construction of this School until you have satis-
fied the needs of the masses who have made it pos-
sible to build these schoois.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I tbink |
made myself quite clear when I replied to the
speeches made by hon. members of the Opposition
Sometime before, when I happened to put through
a measure relating to the Housing Board and eveu
when I spoke on the Aided Self Help Housing
Scheme, I made it crystal clear that it was Gove
ernment’s intention to encourage people to build
houses of a permanent structure, as the Hon. Min-
ister of Agriculture pointed out instead of the
termite structures whick only have a life of sav
fifteen to twenty years.

Now, let me take the argument of the hor.
scnior member for St. Philip. What does he say?
He says: ‘“Get on with those houses, get lumber and
put back the people’s houses as they were.” That
is exactly what we are against. That shows that he
has absolutely no foresight. Let us say, that with
all these shacks that are totally destroyed and can-
not be replaced that we go ahead and build timber
houses in place of them, next month, or next year,
there comes another storm and these houses will bz
flat again and we would he back to the same posi
tion where we were, and we would be faced with
the same problem.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a
point of order. Is the Hon. Minister quoting mo
when hé says, build timber houses?

Hon. M. E. COX: You said to rebuild them as
they were. Your point wag to put back the houses
for the people.
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Mr. CRAWFORD: Do not say ihat I said ia
build timber houses. I was the first person in this
{hamber to bring in a long Resolution pointing ou!
the disadvantages of large-scale buildings in wood;
sc I would not to-day sit and say that every house
should be put back in wood.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, it is Govern
ment’s plan and intention that in cases of thoa
vooden houses {except in extraordinary ecircum-
stances) which are totally destroyed to build per
manent structures. Do not tell me that Government
has land here and there and to get a lot of lumber
and set up four by four wooden houses; when the
next hurricane comes the whole of them will be fat
again and then you are saddled with the cost of
putting them back up again. The position will b2
worse than it was before. We are planning a long
term plan and that is why I told hon. members tha!
the Government’s plan is to build flats and terraces
and I pointed out then — and I am pointine outl
again — that next week I will be coming down with
a Resolution for money to erect flats in at least six
parishes where the Government has land. This
would have absolutely nothing to do with the con-
tinuaticn of the Government leadquarters or tic
building of this School which ic to replace the Bay
Street Boys® School. Listen to the argument of
some hon. members. Two hon. members actually said
that Government is goiny to withdraw all its
activities in so far as the Public Works Departinen:
is concerned from rehousing the people and is going
back to building schools.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Chairman, I rise on
a point of correction. The hon. member himsef
actually said that.

Hen, M. B. COX: I did not say so. T said, that
in so far as the rehabilita*ion of these houses, th»
Public Works Department is passing over its ae'a
vities to the Housing Board and that the TPublic
Works Department is going to concentrate o::
building those flats.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : No, sir, you never said
such a thing.

Hon. K. G. MAPP: Ile sald that.

11.40 p.m.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : The only thing the Min-
ister of Trade can be is a witness.

I was surprised when the Minister said that
they would be withdrawirg men from the Puablic

Works Department and they would be going oz

with the offices with a view to employing these
Masans.
Hon. M. E. COX: I made it c¢lear that the

Housing Board was prepared to concentrate on
building these flats and teorraces in addition tu
Luilding these schools. It was rot a question of nof
rehousing the suffering people; I said that we are
continuing to build this school and finish the build
ings at Bay Street and 1 mentioned the Holy
Innocents School which 1s lying flat on the ground.
‘Where are all the schools of which hon. members
speak? We are constructing iwo sechools; we ar>
suspending our activities for the time being on tie
Foundation Schools and we are concentrating out
efforts as seriously as we can on the rehousing o:
the people. T appealed to hon. members on the las!
cccasion to try and convinee the people to live in
flats as is done in big countrizs. It is true taat wc
have to put back wooden houses but for those which
are permanently destroyed we are erecting flate
which will stand any kind of storm. That it what
the Public Works Department has to concentrate
on and is concentrating oun. I told hon. member:
that we will be coming down for a large sum of

money to begin the construction of these flats. Now
hon. members will have the public to belicve that
the Government is withdrawing the Public Works-
Department completely from rehousing the p:opie
and concentrating it on the building of offices.

As far as the point made by the hon. junior
member for St. George is concerned, I wouid like
to assure the hon. member that very little of the
material which is usually used in wooden houses:
will be used in the construction of these flais.
Anyone who takes a look at the construction of tne
building at the Highways and Transport wil
see that very little wood is used in it. Yoa have
Everite sheets on the roof and very little wood is-
used; but again the hon. member will app-eciate
that in so far as those houses which have heen
totally destroyed are concerned they will be rebuiit
out of permanent material. The housing prosramme:
will not suffer one way as a result of the construe-
tion of this Bay School and the finishing of the
Government Headquarters at the Bay. I repeat that
there are two schools which are being dealt witk,
one at Holy Innocents, which is lying flat on the
ground and the one at the Bay Estate.

Tt must also be remembered that the Socral
Welfare Office now occupies a part of Combermerc
School and we must find guariers for that Depart-
ment. The Director of Public Works says ihat it
is not likely to get the Combkermere scheol con-
structed within a year; he hag to get down. the
steel so that the building can stand any kind of
hurricane. I must repeat that on the 2nd October,
I visited the parish of St. Philip. I had a discussion
with the Governor at which the Minister of Social
Services was present on the 3rd and on the morn-
ing of the 4th Octoker I told the Direetor of Publie
Works to despatch some squads at Penny Hole in
that parish.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I merely want to explods
one or two fallacies to which we have just listencd.
In the first instance we have been asked to ask
people to live in flats; the Government proposes to
rehouse people by giving ttem flats. In a dictrict iz
which there are one hundred houses down some of
them were privately owned by individuals, some of
them were on a small pices of land and the others
on rented land. I want to know if the Government
feels that we should ask people to leave their houses
and land and go and live in these flats.

11.50 p.m.

Now, there has been a lot of camouflage about
this School business and the emphasis on this debate
has been $143,060 for a School. Now the point is
that the Government is not thinking of this new Bay
Street Schocl in terms of education, or schooling ;
they are thinking cf the new Bay Street School be-
cause they want to release the old Bay Street
Sehool for Government offices. If they were think-i
ing in terms of education and schools, they would
have ceme in here with a Resolution to rebuild those
that have ‘been destroyed by the Hurricane. Take
Belmont, fer instance. They are not concerned with
any education. They are concerned with their glori-
fied mansion in Bay Street. But rehousing or re-
building schools in which to educate people can come
after. That is the feeling. You can come for money
for the Bay Street Sehool today and sometime later
vou will come for Holy Innocents and those other
schools that have been destroyed bv the Hurricane.
If they were thinking in terms of sehools. would thev
stop building operations on Foundation School to
start huilding operations on the new Bav Street
school? The Hon. Minister thinks he is talking to
idiots.




woit

OCTOBER

11, 1955 1591 .

-~

Now, the Feundation Old school was completely
destroyed by the Hurricane. It was not habitable.
1 should be very surprised if they ean keep school
in it. In spite of that school having the root off and
what-not, they have stopped builaing on the new
Foundation School in order to start on the new Bay
Street school; not for schooling, but in order to re-
lease Bay Street for Government Buildings.

Now, I want to say this: with regard to this
lorry business: the St. Philip area was included in
the area under the control of the Public Works De-
rartment for rehabilitation. I discovered that little
or nothing was being done by way cof restoring the
houses in the parish; and, as everybody knows, St.
Philip was the second worst hit parish in the Island;
worse even than the City. But from the second
week after the Hurricane, efforts were concentrated
on Christ Church, and I tried to get in touch with
the Director of Public Works in order to show him

the condition of St. Philip. He was very busy at

the week-end, but later, I took him on a conducted
tour of the parish. While there I said to him: ‘““You
are, in my opinion, responsible for starting work on
this parish, Captain Tomlin.”” He spent three or
four hours in the parish and went in to almost every
district. He was amazed at what he saw. Around
half-past one to two o’cloek he then promised on the
spot, that on the next day he would send some lor-
ries up there to see what could be done. He made
arrangements in order to expedite the work, and my
colleague, the honourable junior member for St.
Philip, had to assist in“getting artisans in order to
help the Public Works Department to do as much
work as they ecould.

Now, when it comes to the Hon. Minister’s talk-
ing about sending lorries, that is purely a result of
nis imagination; because the lorries never went there
until 11 o’clock. They had to come to Town to get
material; and whether or not he went there then,
the fact remains that Captain Tomlin, had promised
the afterncon before, as early as two o’clock, to send
and assist the people in getting their houses back up.
Therefore, it is most peculiar that the Hon. Minister
of Communications should walk into the Publiz
Works yard after they had agreed to send lorries
from the Public Works yard. He can ask the
Director of Public Works if he had not promised to
send lorries from the day before.

Do not let us delude ourselves at all that if we
start construction operations on Bay Street school
we are doing it with education in view. We are
not; and when it comes fo the question of using
material on Bay Street school, well, what the Hon.
Minister has said cannot be true. He said that
the constructing of Bay Street School will not neces-
sitate the use of material that may be used for re-
habilitation; and yet Government will be utilising
the same material at Bav Street that will be used in
the construction of the flats. I cannot conceive how
be can come in here, without knowing what he is
saving, and expeet to look at people who can think,
and push things down their throats. That requires
far more capacity than he will ever possess. He
does not take long to confuse himself; but he cer-
tainly will not confuse us. T should like the Gov-
ernment to explain why they did not do this first:
that is. to come in here with a Resolution to put up
the schools that have been down bv the Hurricans.
1f we can nroceed with a Public Works vrogramme
withont preindice to the rehabilitation of the hurri-
eane-damaged houses, whyv should vou stop working
an the Foundation School when that School was so
tadly damaged?

‘Work has been stopped on the Foundation
Schocl, pecause witn the opuilding of tne new Koun-
dation School you will not be relieving an adjacent
Luilding to be used as a Government building.
12.01 a.m.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, my first duty is
ty omer congratulations to the honourable junior
member for St. George for the excellent speech he
bas made in this Chamber on this matter tonight.
1 have never heard him to better advantage. I en-
Jjoyed what he had to say. It is true he was a little
timid at the end of his speech, because he kept on say-
ing, if he gets a guarantee, he would vote for this
Resolution.

Now, it is obvious that the Government in this
erisis has both a short term policy to suit an im-
mediate and pressing problem — and a long-term
policy — if the opportunity is taken to rehouse the
people in better houses. I think the Minister of
Housing should have seen by now that it is his at-
titude that is holding up a decision on this question
and a very obvious decision indeed. The amend-
ment that has been moved to the Head standing part,
is that, it be postponed. It does not say for three
months, six months or a year. I do hope that wis-
dom will prevail. Could anything be more con-
vincing to show that this building is not a school at
all than the fact that you have not attempted to re-
build schocls which the hurricane has blown down?
If this School was built for the Bay Street Boys,
would the Hon. Minister tell the House about build-
ing a house to put the Education Department in,
.and all that sort of thing? That is what this Reso-
Jution is for. Tt is not for a Scheol because a School
is there already. You are building it so that you,
can use the old school for Government offices.

I am recommending to the Hon. Minister that
if this Debate is properly reported Barbados will
cease to get a cent of money from outside for help
for these people, because you have more or less stop-
ped rehousing the 25,0000 and you have set out on a
new phase of a mew ten year plan. You are bor-
rowing money to save rent. Take the Annual Es-
timates up and you will see the amount of interest
vou are putting in the people’s pockets to get money
to do these things. Do you mean to tell me that
the Hon. Minister of Housing can come in here and
say that he is so interested in the education of the

" people that he is asking for a School for them in this

crisis when the Government of which he is a Minister
took away loudspeakers which he said was of such
educational value to them, and of so little cost to
Government. These people could not hear any news
of the hurricane unless they had a loudspeaker of
their own. The public loudspeakers were costing
the Government a mere pittance.

Mr. Chairman, I feel we should concentrate all
cur efforts on this emergency. We all regard Cap-
tain Tomlin as a genius, but even if he is a genius
he is a human being, and a human being must wear
cut at some time. If he is personally supervising
all this work, the time must come when he must call
a halt. Do you mean to tell me that an appeal can-
rct be sent out to one of those United Nations Or-
ganisations to get them to send us an architect and
town planning officer to help us now that we have
this disaster upon us? That is the type of thing we
should do at this time. But what are we doing?
We are training our midwives and they are leaving
us and going abroad to serve other people. Wa
should get the Organisation to tell us even about
midwives and things of that sort. Let us take the
cpportunity of preserving the health of the man we
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have-who is serving us so well and get a man from
abroad to concentrate on this emergency. There is
uo getting away from it, when the people hear that
you have neglected to build the Foundation School
although the top of the old Foundation School ha-
been blown off in the hurricane, they will not be-
lieve you when you say that you are interested in
educating the people; because they will see again,
that you are trying to get your Ministerial Luild-
ings quicker. We had the Director of Medical Ser-
vices telling the people some time ago about using
the Lazaretto for Tuberculesis patients. Do you
tamnk that anything you are doing now is more es
sential than getting somewhere for the Tuberculosis
patients who are living in congregation with other
reople? I think that the Minister should have got
up earlier and said that he accepts the motion for
postponement.

From the very day that the hurricane hit Bar-
bados this Government has been confused. First or
all, it came with a Resolution for $100,000 but when
everybody put them to shame, they amended it and
changed it to $200,000. When everybody from out-
side asked them ‘‘what are you doing,”’ they werc
so ashamed to come in here tc put it up for public
debate that they increased the amount by 100%,
before the matter was debated.

12.10 a.m.

Can’t you say to yourself that if I am going to
rehouse the people 1 must build the schools which
have fallen down? Don’t build a school where you
have a call for a Government office. Let us appeal
to the agencies which can assist. Captain Tomlin,
mugst have a holiday at some time; if he leaves he
will either show up to you that he is doing nothing
or that you will be in a mess. I wanted to be orig-
inal but honourable members have gone ahead
of me and made points which I thought they would
not have seen. Let this Resolution remain in Com
mittee of Supply; postpone it for a few weeks. The
same honourable member who is now talking has
been a member of the Housing Board and only now
he is building stone houses when he has already used!
some of the best land for housing. It has taken a
hurricane to wake him up to the fact that he should
have built that type of house. The Bay Estate was
not used at all and they had a gentleman whom they
will come to praise; that gentleman was Mr. Crowe
who, because they flouted him, did not wait but went
ahead and they had houses in which to put people
after the flood. Do you mean to say that we have
not had any information about these schemes until
somebody has moved the postponement of this Res-
olution? The Minister has said that there was an
allocation of $590,000. He has only got a vote for
$480,000 and by next week he would spend $590,000.
‘We expeeted to hear something more about that. The
total he gave was $590,000 and we do not know where
he got the $110,000 from. The people want to be
rehoused and the thing to do is to rehouse them.
You have to build these flats all over this island and
they cannot go up at a flash; if you build some of
the flats in St. George there will be other parishes
which will want some too. Therefore you have to
get this scheme started in every parish together; that
ic the only way in which vou will satisfy the people.
However it i1s time that the Ministers see that they |
are wasting the time of the House; there has been a
waste of time in the House because of the obstinacy
of the Ministers. [Cheers]. Things which have
taken hours and hours of dehate in here, the Other

Place has had to correet; if the Government had

Leen given its chance to go ahead, we would not
know what they would have done.

Tcday we have heard the rumour of a brand
new Hospital scheme and if they delay it long
enough they will find another scheme. We, on this
side, are saying that this Resolution should be left
on the Order Paper.

Mr. Chairman, I am going to say this: il there
is any money for finishing the Ministerial Buildings
and they can be done in such a manner that you will
not materially retard the rehousing of the people,
then I think one building should be finished because
it would release a great amount of space in ths
vuilding without calling in various Departments;
you would solve a lot of problems in these offices.
That is the only building which you should go ahead
and finish. If the honourable member wants one
more convincing point, I will tell him that when he
has finished that building at the Bay Estate the
island will not have one more school in it, because
you are using the other Schools for Government
Offices; you are really building Government Offices.
T would like the Hon. Minister to sit down quietly
for a minute and do not be so anxious to prove h
cmnipotence, omniscience, and everything else. He
is the only Minister who causes a lot of time to be
wasted. [Hon. M. E. COX: T have no feeling.] I
know you have not got it; you are persisting in an
attitude which is undignified for your office and it is
detrimental to the legislative work of the people.

Be a man. Show yourself to be the man that
you claim to be, and do not let everybody feel that
it is impossible for you to be a big man. -
12.20 a.m.

Mr. BARROW: There is just one point which
I should like to make in conclusion. There is not a
ringle thing that has been said by the senior member
for St. Michael who is supposed to be the Minister
for Housing, which has made a firm impression on the
members on this side of the House. I do not think
I need add anything further to what has been said by
the honourable junior member for the City in the bril-
liant speech which he has just delivered. Time after
time he scored and underscored the arguments which
have been raised on this side of the House. It is
clear that in the house of my colleague there are
many mansions; and it is also clear, as the honour-
able senior member for the City is so often apt to
quote like St. John’s Gospel, that in the house of the
Minister of Communications there are many flats; but
the bigeest flat of all is the Minister of Communica-
tions himself.

No one could be more bitterly disappointed in
the recalcitrance displayed by the Minister of Com-
munications than the members on this side of the
House, and myself in particular. We have been
disappointed, not because we expect any better, but
Lecause there is so much suffering at present in the
island and they have not developed a true sense of
proportion in respect of the calamities which now be-
get us. To argue that at this stage the building of flats
or mansions, (depending upon your own point of
view) is not going to detract, in any way, from the re-
housing of the persons who, tonight, are sleeping on
the floors of public institutions and for whom tents
have been ordered, show no appreciation at all for the
sufferings of the people. If there was any argument
against supporting this Resolution, it would be due
to the three separate and distinet, exclusive explana-
tions given by the Minister of Housing on this par-
ticular Resolution. A lot of the things which I
wanted to say have been said by the honourable
junior member for the City; and T would only like
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tc add, in conclusion, that the Hon. Minister of
Housing need not think that we pay any credence

.at all to any explanation which he gives 1n each in-

stance in which he has an important issue before the
House. As far as we are concerned, we are prepared
to have the courage of our convictions. We are not
supporting this Resolution; and we cannot support
1t because we do not think it is in the interest of the
people of this island.

There is only one point I should like to make in
regard to the remarks of the honourable junior
member for the City in relation to the United
Nations. In the island at present, there are two
experts who have been here for some considerable
time from the United Nations, of very high status in
the State Department. It took these ofticers about
three months for any one of the Ministers of th-

-Government to keep an appointment, not to make au

appointment, with either of them. I happen to know
that, at least, one Minister (I choose not to eall his
name or his designation) at least one Minister who,
when certain proposals were put to him said: ‘““Why

iid you not tell me this before; you know how many

votes that would get me at election time.”” To know
tnat, is to understand their deficiencies. I would
almost venture, Mr. Chairman, to say depravities;
but it might only start another argument. When
you get to such a stage of complete lack of moralits
that the sufferings cof the people are only equated to
the polls at election times you cannot expect any-
‘thing else in this benighted country; benighted be-
cause of those who are responsible for the administra-
tion of such affairs.

Our attitude towards this Resolution is firm and
our confidence is unshaken; but the confidence of the
‘pecple of Barbados has been sadly shakened by hou-

.ourable members on the other side of this House.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is that Head
(4) be postponed. Honourable members in favour
of that please say ‘‘aye’’ any against please say
‘(No-?7

I think the ‘‘Noes’’ have it.

A division was taken as follows:—

Ayes: Mr. Barrow, Mr. Tunor, Mr. CRAWFORD,
Mr. AripEr, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Gopparp, Mr. E. D.
Morrimy — 7.

Ne¢es: Mr. SPEARER, Hon. Dr. Cummins, Hon
M. E. Cox, Hon. C. B. Tauma, Hon. R. G. Mapp, Mr.
Hruper, Mr. Bryan, Mr. MiLrer, Mr. J. C. MoTTLEY,
— 9.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question has resolved
itself in the negative, 9 honourable members voting
““no’’ and 7 honourable members voting ‘‘aye.”’

The question that Head (4) stand part was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.
12.30 a.m.

Head VI—Communication Airport

HEAD VI — Communication, Airport—was called.

Hon. M. E. COX: The explanatory note points

-cut that an amount of $6,248 was revoted for com

Seawell
in the

pleting the electrical installations at the
‘Airport, in 1954-55. There was a delay

‘arrival of some of that equipment, hence we are

acking for a Supplementary TEstimate of $2,922
which is the unexpended balanee, required to com-
plete the work. I beg to move that Head VI stand
part.
Hon. C. E. TALMA: T beg to second that.
Mr. LEWIS: This vote is for more electrical
installations at Seawell. You say now that this ma-

‘terial was delayed, yet youn said nothing at all
‘about it when you made up your Estimates.

The question that Heud VI — stand part, was
put and resolved in the affirmative wthout dwrsicn,

Head VII—Miscellanecus

Head VII—Miscellanecus — was called.

Hon. M. E. COX: Hon members can sec that
it is proposed to accomm:odate the Education Oe-
partment in the buildings ¢f the Bay Stree: School
when the pupils of that school are transferred to
the new Bay School which is to be erected on lands
of the Bay Estate. This request for supplenientary
provision is for the purpose of making certain
alterations and paintings; this building estimated to
cost $5,000.

Now that the Public Works Department has
been removed to the Pine, it is proposed to utilise
the offices formerly housing this Department for the
purpose of providing a sorely needed extension to
the office of the Income Tax Commissioner. Thess
offices will then be known as the Income Tax and
Valunation Offices. The estimated cost of alteration
is $5,000 plus $700 for furniture for which supple-
mentary provision is reqguired.

I beg to move that Iead VII,, stand part.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, has the Govern-
ment any plans for the use of the ground floor
of the building occupied by the Public Works
Department? Sometime ago, a suggestion was made
that it could be used as an office for paying water
rates. It is a very valuable pieee of land and I am
wondering whether it cannot be put to som:
better use than just storing plans and bits ot
board. As 1 have said, one hon. member made ths
suggestion that it was a good place for ecollecting
water rates. Of course, they were other suggestions
about the Waterworks Department going to the
Pine, and so on. Can the Hon. Minister say,
whether there are any plans for using that part
of that building for a better purpose? It is some-
thing which was mentioned already and w: would
I:ke to know whether cogrisance was taken of what
was said then. Here we have available space in the
heart of the City which can be used for Govern-
ment offices, but all that is done with it is to store
plans and bits of board. Certainly, you can fin?
some other place to store these things. Let that floo»
house some other activity of Gouvernment or rent it
out. Is it unsuttable for an office or for anyone
coming in to pay bills? That is what T would like
to know.

Hon. M. E. COX: I cannot give the hon. mem-
ber any proposals about it at this moment; however,
I would like to assure him that we are consdering
what we should do with it.

The question that Head VII—stand part, was
put and resolved im the affirmative without division.

Hon. M. B. COX: Mr. Chairman, I beg t» move
that the Resolution for the sum of $156,622 do now
piass.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : T beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1955—56
No. 31

University College

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
the next Resolution for the sum of $40,200 is for a
grant to the University College of the West Indies.
If you look at the Addendum. you will see that in
1952 Governments of the West Indies agreed to
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adoption of a system of guinguennial grants to the
University College on the understanding that:—
‘“(a) no new commitments capable of involving
the governments in further expenditure,
e.g. no new departments or activities,
should be undertaken during the quin-
quennium without the prior approval ot
the participating governments;

(b) opportunity for review of quinguennial
grants upwards at the instance of the
University College be afforded, such review
to be considered only when exceptional
circumstances have been established, and
when only after two years of the quii-
quennium have been completed.”’

In Message No. 12/1955, the Legislature were
informed that, in respect of the quinquennium 1955-
58, this Island’s contribution for the first year would
be $110,592 and, in each of the subsequent four years
of the quinquennium, it would be $111,168.

As a result of a visit paid to the TUniversity
College by a Committee appointed by the Inter-
University Council for Higher Education in the

Colonies, the Council were satisfied that exceptional
circumstances had arisen which would require a
review of the grants to ths University College during
the present quinquennium and suggested that a
committee be appointed for this purpose.

Following on this suggestion, a Committee was
appointed to enquire into the financial needs ot
the University College durmng the present quinquen-
nium 1in the light of all the information availablc.
and to advise the Caribbean Governments corcerned
on the size of the block grant needed and its aivision
Letween territories. The Committee, which met in
Jamaica in June this year, has reported that it is
satisfied that a case has been established for addi-
tional financial provision on a substantial scale tn
méet needs which have érisen and- which either
could not have been foraseen and over wnich the
College had no control. .

Additional funds are now required to provids
mainly for:—

(a) an increase of salaries of academic and non-
academic staff in the light of the .:pward
revision of academic salaries elsewhers and
increases in salariestof eclerical and technieal
staff in Jamaica;
current and deferred maintenance of build:
ings already in being aud further provisior
for renewals and replacement of furniture;
an increase of staff due to the decision of
London University to introduce a new B.Se.
(General) Honours course, which could not
have been foreseen, and the introduction in
1953 of Henours teaching in Arts subjects.

Sir, I think they have made a good case and
they have very good grounds for approaching the
various (overnments inasmuch as the salaries of
the staff are to be increas:d and such things as ean
be seen from what I have read. The whole thing
would come to $1,800,000 for the remaining three
vears of the quinquenium ¢ which this Island’s share
will be $40,200 per annum. during the period.

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. M. 'E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, they say here that
a case has been made out for this money, but that
is really how the University started; it always say
that you have to give it some length of time. Tt
seems to me as if you are not likely to get a proper
estimate at anv time. Everytime you discover that
a case has been made out again for something, and
you have to give them something more again. I sup-

(b)

(c)

pose it will go on and on again. However, I am very’
grateful over the fact tha: we can afford this sub-
stantial contribution, and I do hope that in ths
future we will always be able to afford it, but I must

say it is something which is not done on a business--

like basis. I do not know if the very nature of, the
expenditure makes it impossible to do it in a.
businesslike manner.

It is true to say that old Universities have
wealthy people to endow them, and this might not
be so with the University College of the West Indies,
vecause people in the arca might not be able to do-
so or might not be disposed to do it. It is quite a
substantial sum that we have to subscribe to thi~
University ; but I think in the interest of educatior
end the prestige of the University of the West
(ndies, we should do it.

The question that the Resolutiorn do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division. |

Supplementary Estimates 1955-56, No, 32

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
the final Resolution is for the sum of $6,165, and.
the purpose for which it is wanted is set out in the
Schedule to the Resolution. The first is for the
sum of $6,000 for reporting and printing debates-
of the Legislature; then there is the sum of $75 fur
furniture, equipment, clothing and uniform ‘or tne
General Hospital, and then $90 for wuniforrmy fo:
attendants of the Mental Hospital. The Notes to the
Ttems set out clearly the reason for the expenditure,
and I think they are gmuite clear to hon. member-.

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Chairman, at long last I se«
that the Government has agreed to implement au
agreement of the Medical Services Departmental
Whitley Council that uniforms should Le provided
for all cooks and maids at the Medical Institutions.
During the consideration of the last Annual Est,-
mates, I drew the Government’s attention to an
appeal which was made by the Orderlies of the
Hospital as regards rations or allowances n liew

‘thereof.

12.40 a.m,

You will remember, Mr. Chairman, that in the
Dos Santos Report these orderlies presented a
memorandum and if I may quote from it, they
asked for rations or allowances in lieu thereef and
the reply was given in the affirmative. Sir Errol
Dos Santos said ‘‘I support the request for these
rations or allowances in lieu thereof.” 1 wonder if
the Minister in charge can give me any idea as to
how soon this request will be granted. I understand
that these Orderlies have approached the Director
of Medical Services and I would like to know whether
any decision has been made as to whether the
rations or allowances in lieu thereof will be allowed
as has beem requested by these people.

Hon. Dr.H. G. H. CUMMINS: I am unable to
give the information which the honourable member
desires; T will make the necessary enquiries and let
him know.

Mr. LEWIS: I hope the Hon. Minister will
take to heart the explanation which is given in the
Note (1) to Item 24, ‘“‘Reporting and Printing
Debates of Legislature.”’ I feel that while it is true
that the debates are long and so on, you have a good
cxample of the presentation of the business of the
Government leaving much to be desired. Very often
an unnecessarily lengthy meeting of this Branch
of the Legislature is caused from an insufficiency
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of information given to honourable members; and
the method of presentation from the Government’s
point of view in bringing down measures to this
House needs some serious thought.

Ags far as these allowances to employees at the
Medical Institutions are concerned, I am asking the
Minister of Social Services to give some thought
to the persons who are transferred from the Hos-
pital and sent to other Medical Departments and
see that no injustice is being done. Allowances are
given to the Nurses of the General Hospital and
when you come to others like those at the Health
Centre they bear no relation whatever to the allow-
ances which are given to those Nurses at the Gen-
eral Hospital. It is all very well to give allowances
to the Nurses at the General Hospital, which are mot
provided at the Health Centres, and still will give
the same allowances when you send out these people.
There is a crying need for investigation into that
charge and I think that at a flash the Hon. Minister
will see that a great injustice is done in the matter.
I wanted to interview him personally about the mat-
ter; I got some information around the time of the
hurricane and I am giving him some time; but J
will lay all the facts fairly and squarely before him
and he will see that there is need for an investiga-
tion of them.

The question that this Resolulion do mow pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS,
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX, the CHAIRMAN
reported the passing of eight Resolutions in Com-
mattee of Supply.

YMr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

On motions of Hon. Dr. H., G. H. CUMMINS,
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX, in each case, the
Resolutions passed in Commitice were read a first
and second time and agreed to.

AMENDMENTS TO THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS
BILL

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
I ask leave to take Order No. 11 as the next Order
of the Day.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon. Mnister.

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Social
Services: to move the consideration of the amend-
ments of the Honourable the Legislative Council t9
the Bill intituled an Act to consolidate and amend
the Acts of the Island relating to the keeping and
auditing of public accounts.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: These amend-
ments are minor omnes. For instance, in Clause 1
of the Bill the word ‘‘as’’ has been substituted for
the word ‘‘at’’ and the other amendment deals with
the laying of the Rules made under the Act. That
was omitted when the Bill was sent up to the Other
Place.

I beg to move that these amendments be now
read a first time.

Hon. M. E. COX:
12.50 a.m. .

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I do mot think
that members of this House should just say that
these amendments are just ordinary amendments
etc., and leave it at that. This House has got to
thank the Other Place for putting in something
that, in this case, has not been previously seen in
it. No. (3) of the Amendments reads as follows:

1 beg to second that.

(8) Al rules made under this Act shall be laid
before both Houses of the Legisiature as soon as may
be after they are made and if within a period of
forty days beginning with the day on which any
such rules are so laid befcre it either House of the
Legislature resolves that the rule be annulled, they
shall thenceforth be void, but without prejudicz to
the validity of anything previously done thereunder
or to the making of new rules.—

(4) In reckoning any such period of forty days
no aeccount shall be taken sf any time during whiee
the Houses of the Legislature are dissolved or pro
rogued or during which either House is adjourned
for more than seven days.

That is an exeellent thing; and I am going to
ask the members of this House again: do you mean

i to say that it was not the function of the House to

allow the Rules? Is ther: not someone among the
law officers of this country whe could look out for
these things? I think that the privileges of the
Legislature should be lookea out for. You have to be
looking out for them because you cannot trust these
people with these things,

Are you making Rules for taking money out of
the Treasury, a thing that the House used to retain
for itself? Do you think that any law officer in
this island should leave that out? That is one of
the first things that should have been done. Should
yvou draft an Act and say that you have got it in
one already; that the Other Place can approve of
money coming out of the Treasury before the House
of Assembly say so%

It is wrong to say that the Legislative Council
cannot agree to money taken out of the Treasury.
But a power which was taken away from the House,
and which in my opinion, is a violation, you have not
taken the opportunity of putting that back in. The
Ministers should say that any rules that are made
the people’s representatives should look at them.

I remember when during consideration of this
Bill in the House we had the Parliamentary
Delegation here that some honourable members had
to leave with them and it was agreed not to concen-
trate on the matter and thal is how it passe.d this
House. As far as I am concerned, I think that the
Legislative Council has ecrta’nly done us a favour
on this occasion. -

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I should just
like to say in the passing of this Bill that, though
certain things do not escape the meticulous eye of
the honourable member- ——

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I have just explained
that I had left the House when this was being done.

The question that these amendments be now read
a first time was put and resolveg in the afftrmative
without division.

On the motion of Hon, Dr. HG, H. CUMMINS
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX in each case, the
amendments were read a second time and agreed, to,

LATE CLERK OF THE HOUSE

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 1
am asking permission to deal with an Address to
His Excellency the Governor with respect to a gra-
tuity to be paid to the widow of our late Clerk. X
am now asking leave to deal with it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is
asking leave to proceed with an Address relative to
a gratuity to the widow of our late Clerk.

There being no objection leave was granted the
honourable member.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: We are all
acquainted with the situation with respect to the
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circumstances connected with this matter. We need
nrot repeat them. The Address reads as follows:—

THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
To
H]S EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

The House of Assembly beg to inform Your
Excellency of the death of their Clerk, Mr. D. Lee
Sarjeant, on the 23rd July, 1955, and respectfully
request Your Excellency to make provision for the
payment of one year’s salary to his widow, Mrs
Sarah Sarjeant.

I beg to move that the Address do now pass.

Hon, M. B. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I understand that
this is what would be done in the case of a Civi!
Servant, therefore the Civil Service cannot feel that
we are treating our own employees any better than
they are treated. There is only one thing I should
like to say, and while I am not objecting to the
wording of the Address altogether, I do not like the
idea of the House telling anybody that you ‘‘beg’
to do anything. Tt is a word that is used very ofter;
but I do not like it. I prefer also that we do not
-inform his Execellency the Governor that our Clerk
died on a certain day; he knows that already. In
future I hope that no member of this House will
hear that word ‘‘beg’’ when we are considering an
Address.

Mr. J. C. MOTTLLEY : Mr. Speaker, I do not
think that we should pass this Address without a
word of comment; I do mnot think it is one of those
things that we should pass over. I am sorry that
the need has arisen that we should have to resort to

this Address; but I hope that the widow of our
late Clerk will accept this as a gesture of sympathy
of the whole House.

I, too, do not think that the working is in order,
but we will acecept it since the Address is brief. If
we can do something better later on we should do
it, because the late Mr. D. Lee Sarjeant was one of
those men whose serveies we cannot forget. With
these few remarks, I therefore wish to support the
passing of this Address.

The question that this Address do now pass was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division

ADJOURNMENT

The Order Paper having been fized,

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I
beg to move that this House do now adjourn until
Tuesday next the 18th October, 1955 at 3 o’clock
p.m.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, with the respect te
the Hon. Minister of Social Services moving the
adjournment, I am very pleased to see him taking
an interest in fixing the Order Paper. It is some
thing that has fallen into disuse in this House, bui
it is very welcomed now. I hope that he has very
carefully considered this Order Paper and that he
will take the Orders in the way they will appear
on the Order Paper. '

The question that this House do mow adjourn
until Tuesday next, the 18th October, 1955, ot 3
o’clock p.m. was put awd resolved in the affirmative
without division.

1.05 a.m.
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