e

;" .

}

4

S
]
n‘-
o3

o

R

bt "

.

R

¢

OCTOBER 25, 1955

1631

THE

House

of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

———

SESSION 1954—55

r——

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Twesday, 25th October, 1955.

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem-
bly met at 3 o’clock p.m. today.

Present :

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HusBanps (Speaker);
Hon. Dr. H. G. H, Cumwmins, C.B.E., M.D., C.M,
(Minister of Social Services); His Honour Mr.
A. E. 8. Lewis (Deputy Speaker); Hon. M. E. Cox,
(Minister of Communications, Works and Housing) :
Mr. L. B. Surre, J.P., (Chairman of Committees) .
Hon. R. G. Mapp, (Minister of Trade, Industry and
Labour) ; Mr. F. C. Gooparp, (Leader of the Opposi-
Mr. E. 8t. A.Howosr, Mr. V. B. Vavenax, Hon.
C. B. TaLma, (Mimister of Agriculiure, Lands and
Fisheries) and Mzs. E. E. BoURNE.

Prayers were read. ‘

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER : I have the honour to inform
the House that the Minutes of the Meeting held on
the 11th October, 1955 have been printed and ecir-
culated and, unless there be any objection, these
Minutes will be taken as read and confirmed.

! There being mo objection ‘the Minuies were
taken as read and confirmed.

DOCUMENTS

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that I have received a Statement of
TRevenne and Expenditure from the Commissioners of
Highways of the parish of St. Philip on Tenantry
Roads for the half year ended 30th September, 1955;

Also, a Statement of Revenue and Expenditure
from the Commissioners of Highways of the parish
.of St. Philip for the half year ended 30th September,
1955; ‘ -

Also, the Financial Report of the Accountant
‘Gemeral of Barbados for the month ended 30th Sep-
‘tember, 1955. : :

PAPERS LAID
. Hon. Dr. H. G. H, CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,

+ -on behalf of the Hon. Premier, I am commanded by

His Excellency the Governor to lay the following :—

Message No. 27/1955 from His Excellency the
Governor to the Honourable the House of Assembly
transmitting copies of Resolutions of sympathy on
account of the recent hurricane, passed by the Legis-
lative Councils of British Guiana, St. Lucia and St.
Vinecent,

The Message reads as follows :—
Message No. 27/1955

His Ezcellency The Governor
To
The Honourable The House of Assembly

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to
attach, for the information of the Homourable the
House of Assembly, copies of Resolutions of sym-
pathy on account of the recent Hurricane, which
have been passed by the Legislative Counecils of
Britishk Guiana, St. Lucia and 8t. Vincent.

: R. D. H. ARUNDELL,

Governor.
Government House,

Barbados.
22nd October, 1955.
(M.P—1726/8S. 9/T. 1)

Message No. 28/1955

Also, Message No, 28/1955 from His Excellency
the Governor to the Honourable the House of Assem-
bly regarding the money grants made by other Gov-
ernments in connection with hurricane relief.

The Message reads as follows:—

His Excellency the Governor
To
The Honowrable the House of Assembly

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to
inform the Honourable the House of Assembly that,
on the receipt of reports of the widespread damage
caused by the Hurricane, Her Majesty’s Government
in the United Kingdom made a grant of $240,000
to assist the Government of Barbados in its task of
relieving immediate distress. The Government of
Mauritins granted $3,600 for the same purpose.

2. The following grants were made by other
Governments to be shared between Barbados and
ofher territories afflicted by the Hurricane:—
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Bahamas $ 24,000
Guadeloupe $ 10,000
India $ 4,800
Jamaica $ 96,000
Trinidad $150,000
R. D. H. ARUNDELIL,
Governor.

Government House,
Barbados.
24th Oectober, 1955.

(M.P. — 1726/8.11)
Message No. 29/1955

Also, Message No. 29/1955 from His Excellency
the Governor to the Honourable the House of Assem-
bly regarding the issue of a Proclamation continuing
the state of emergency.

The Message reads as follows:—

His Excellency The Governor
To
The Honourable The Housa of Assembly

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to
inform the Honourable the House of Assembly that
the Proclamation issued on the 22nd September, 1955,
declaring a state of emergency to exist as a result of
the hurricane which struck the Island on the same
day, ceased to be in foree after the 21st October, 1955;

2. As it appeared to the Governor-in-Executiv
Committee that the state of emergency should eon-
tinue His Txeellency issued another Proclamation on
the 20th October, under the provisions of section 2 (1)
of the Emergency Powers Act, 1939. A copy of this
Proclamation of Emergency is attached for the in-
formation of the Honourable the House of Assembly.

R. D. H. ARUNDELL,
Governor.
Government House,
Barbados.
25th Oectober, 1955.
(M.P. — 1726/8.7/T.3)

Also, Statement showing Gross Customs and
Excise Receipts for six months ended 30th Septem-
ber, 1955.

Also, The Civil Establishment (Part-time Offi-
cers) (Amendment) No. 2 Order, 1955.

Also, The Emergency Powers
Orders No. 2, 1955.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I am command-
ed to lay the following:—

The Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic (Amend-
ment) (No. 2) Regulations, 1955.

(Hurricane)

REPLIES

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I am com-
manded to lay the following :—

Reply to Question No. 55 asked by the honour-
able junior member for St. Lucy regarding employ-
ment in the United Kingdom for Barbadian workers,

GOVERNMENT NOTICES
Government Notices were giwen as follows:—

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS for the Hop
Premier :—

Resolution to approve the Order entitled “The
Civil Bstablishment (Part-time Officers) (Amend-
ment) No. 2 Order, 1955, A

Resolution to approve the continuance in force
of the Emergency Powers (Hurricane) Orders, No.
2, 1955,

Hon, C. E. TALMA : Resolution to place the sum
of $80,000 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee to supplement the Estimates 1955-56,
Part II, Capital, as shown in Supplementary Estim-
ate 1955-56 No. 40 which forms the Schedule to the
Resolution.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS for the Hon.
Premier: Resolution to place the sum of $120 at
the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Commit-
tee to supplement the Estimates 1955-56, Part I,
Current, as shown in Supplementary Estimate 1955-
56 No. 41 which forms the Schedule to the Resolu-
tion.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Resolution to place the sum
of $250,000 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee to supplement the Estimates 1955-56,
Part I, Current, as shown in Supplementary Estim-
ate 1955-56 No. 42 which forms the Schedule to the
Resolution.

Hon. M. E. COX: Resolution to approve the
Regulations entitled “The Motor Vehicles and Road
Traffic (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations, 1955.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS for the Hon.
Premier: Bill to amend the Customs Tariff Aect,
1921.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
I beg to give notiece of my intention to move the
House into Committee of Supply at the next meet-
ing to deal with the Money Resolutions of which
Notiee has just been given,

3.25 pm.

PETITIONS

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, I beg to present a
Petition from the Vestry of the parish of St. John
praying the House to pass a Bill to amend the St.
John’s Parish Loan Act, 1952-53. The Petition is
respectfully worded and I ask that it be taken as
read.

Mr. HOLDER: I beg to present a Petition from
the Vestry of St. James praying the House to pass
a Bill authorising them to pay a gratuity to Eletia
Ann Denny, the widow of one of their late em-
ployees, The Petition is respectfully worded, it has
been duly advertised and I ask that it be taken as
read.

The Petitions in each case were taken as read.
PRIVATE MEMBERS’' NOTICE

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice
of a Bill to amend the St. John’s Parish Loan Act
1952—53.

Mr. HOLDER: T beg to give notice of a Bill to
anthorise the Vestry of St. James to pass a Bill o
grant a gratuity to Eletia Ann Denny the widow of
one of their late employees.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H. @. H. CUMMINS
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX. the Bill to amend the
Customs Tariff Act, 1921, was read a first time.

On the motion of My. ALLDER seconded by Mr.
VAUGHAN, the Bill to amend the St. John’s Parish
Loan Act, 1952—53 was read a first time.

.On the motion of Mr. HOLDER seconded by
Mrs. BOURNE, the Bill to authorise the Vesiry to

4
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grant o gratusty to Eletia Amm Denny the widow of
one of their employees was read a first time.
Mr. TUDOR entered the House and took his
seat.
STATEMENT Re HOUSING LOAN
APPLICATIONS

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, not long ago
I sought Your Honour’s permission to make a state-
ment in connection with the statement made by the
honourable senior member for St. Philip relative to
the number of applications made by persons work-
ing in the sugar industry for loans from the Labour
‘Welfare Fund. The honourable member said that
ihere were 12,000 outstanding applications for loans;
I would like to inform the House at this stage that
the number of applications made for loans from the
time the Bill was passed and the Scheme put into
operation was 12,849. The number of loans grant-
ed to date is 7,765; the amount requested by the ap-
plicants is $5 355 7 20 and the amount gra,nted to those
applicants is $3, 163 860.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Social
Services: to move the House into Committee of Sup-
ply to consider the grant of sums of money for the
service of the colony.

Hon, Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Your
Honour do now leave the Chair, and the House go
into Committee of Supply. I am also asking leave
to take charge of the Resolution standing in the
name of the Hon. Premier when the House is in
Committee of Supply.

Hon. M, E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
went tnto Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH beiny
in the Chair.

: Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: This Resolution,
Mr. Chairman, ig a Resolution for $19,734. It is an
omnibus Resolution and I propose to deal with it in
the usual way: that is to take the Items one by one.

Head X—Fire Brigade
Head X—Fire Brigade—was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H, CUMMINS: Ths Head deals
with Clothing and Equipment for the Fire Brigade.
As honourable members will see, the Clothing came
through the Crown Agents and the claims came in
after the close of the Financial Year. They amount
to $748, of this amount the sum of $43 can be met
from the provision in the Current Estimates, so that
this amount of $700, being part of the unexpended
balance at the 31st March, 1955, is practically a
revote.

In the case of the Equipment, honourable mem-
bers will see that the delay in the delivery was due

to dock and railway strikes in the United Kingdom

and this Equipment did not reach here in the re-
quired time, and the claims from the Crown Agents
were also a bit late. Of these claims which will
amount to approx1mately $1,450 the amount of $450
can be met from the prov1smn in the Current Estim-
ates.

I beg to move that Head X — stand part of the
Schedule. .

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: This is yet another instance of
something being left out at the time when our

Estimates were made; and once again I must say
that I do not approve of this method. We cannot
get a true picture of the financial position of the
colony when items which youn know you have to
order are left out of your calculation at the begin-
ning of the financial year.

3.35 p.m.

Some effort should be made to bring them in,
at least, during the consideration of the Estimates
and let us know that orders that bave not been in-
cluded in the Estimates amount to so much and so0
much. This is a small sum; but there are very
large sums that are occasionally left out; large sums
like those affecting the Highways and Transport or
the Waterworks Department. However, there is
something which I should like the honourable mem-
l'er to explain at this junction. It occurs in Note
2, line four, of the Notes to Supplementary Estimate
No. 30. It reads as follows:—

““Of this sum, an amount of $450 can be met
from the provision in the Current Estimates.”’

I should like to know what that means. I would
take it that you have $450 for something that you
can do without. That is to say, some of the things
you have ordered have been cancelled; and these
things that have now come up will take their place.
If you have ordered anything and at the end of
the time when you make up your Estimates you find
that this has not arrived, I suggest that you make
a list of them and as they arrive, that they be struck
off. At least the Estimates take a week or two to
get through the House. Government should make
a list and tell us that these are from the Crown
Agent’s Office; there are so many items that are on
order (at least you have not cancelled the orders)
and that these will, by Supplementary Estimates,
amount to so much. 1 ecennot understand how you
can include something in the Estimates and because
it has not arrived you take no notice of it. Suppose
it was $100,000, would you say that it was delayed
by an earthquake, that it has now come and so we
have to pay for it? This department must have
order books and they must know what is being
ordered. We get estimates after the middle of Feb.
ruary, therefore, Government can say what things
are outstanding then. Let the House have some idea
of what our commitments are, especially when you
cannot incorporate them into the Current Estimates
Only $450 was available for these outstanding things
I do not like that. If it was an absolutely impossi-
ble task (or if I were asking for something that
could not be done as soon as possible) I would say
perhaps, that I am unreasonable. Well, any wayv.
this is a serious matter. This equipment might
come out at a time when it might be very useful
or it might come out at a time when it might be
come dead stock in the particular department. This
is not the way to conduct the financial business of
‘the colony.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I quite agree
with the last speaker.  All that he has said is correct.
Now that we are getting a very comprehensive bud-
get system, there is one of these budgets that could
be allocated to the unexpended sum on goods that
have not yet arrived. This is the appropriate time to
draw it to the proper authority because they will soon
be preparing the mnext HEstimates for the coming
financial year. Let the Financial Secretary, whose
job it is to prepare the Budget, realise that it is his
job to be responsible for each Department, saying
what equipment is outstanding, what should hawve
been here -before the 24th March and what has not
arrived. I wonder whether they have left it ouf,
or whether this is not an.imcreased eost on goods
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and they hold that that $450 vote in hand would
be able to take care of the inerease on that out-
standing equipment. It may be an increase in. the
cost of these things; because prices of goods in
England have been increasing month by month
They have these strikes very often and the people
down here have to pay for them. After every dock
strike in England, the price of goods goes up. It
means a lowering of the standard of living in
Barbados because we have not been able to go hand
in hand with them. We are stuck with this ‘‘one-
industry’’ economy. The price of sugar has been
wnereased for the last three years; but the goods
in England are costing us more and more. We are
in an invidious position and I suppose we will have
to pay; nevertheless, I suppose we can voice ouv
feelings. I wonder if it is this increased cost of
equipment that we are having to pay for.

Mr, HAYNES : Mr. Chairman, the accuracy of
the information in the Addendum is not quite clear.
For instance, this amount for the Coronation.

Hon. Dr. H. ¢. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
we are dealing with Head X. )

Mr. HAYNES: Oh! I am sorry. My mustake.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. _Chalrn}an,
I am not in a position to answer the points raised
by the honourable junior member for Christ Chu’rch
and the honourable junior membe.r f.or the City.
There is nothing I have here to indicate whether
or not this amount was for increased cost. I see
that the Note on the file which I have here reads
much the same as the one which I see In the Notg
to the Supplementarﬁr Egtirjlcllate. There is no further
i ation than what 1s here.
mfor;’;w question that Head X sfaa'md part of the
Resolution was put and resolved in the affirmatwe
without division.

Judiciary

Head XIV was called.

n. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
the g(:)zt is Head XIV, Judiciary, Item 40, Medical
Witnesses under Mental Health Act, 1951. Tl‘l(’
amount provided for this Item is $1,780 whieh,
according to the Note, was spent by‘ the end of
Angust, 178 persons having been.exaqued as com-
pared with 128 for the eorresp.ond‘mg period in 1954.
Txpenditure under the item is difficult to estimate.
but it is considered that a further sum of $1,800
will be sufficient. to meet expenses to the end of
the year. : ‘

In short, it means that up to now, we have had
more mad men than we have had last year. ']:‘he
number has increased to 50 over the cornespox}d.mg
period last year. Consequently, it calls for addition-
al expenditure.

I beg to move that Head XIV stand part.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Chairman, that is what 1
was referring to. 1 have attended many.Boards of
Tunacy and I have never seen witnesses paid. I have
geen a voucher for a doctor, but nothing else. Is

rs’ fees.
it dolgit:n. Dr. H. G. H CUMMINS: Yes, fees for
medical witnesses.

Mr. HAYNES: Anyhow, I have taken the hon-
‘ourable. member’s explanation. ,

3.45 pm.
I?Ion. Dr. H G H. CUMMINS: Years ago

medical men used to certify a patient to be a

lunatic. Today they do mot certify; Phey only give
evidence on the condition of a patient and niay

T e T ——

recommend that the patient be taken for temporary
treatment at the Mental Asylum.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I will have to get.
some more information on this matter before I
address seriously my remarks to the hon. juniox
member for St. Thomas, the Minister of Social
Services. I have heard that this is a very much
easier system by which people can be sent to the
Mental Asylum for medical treatment and it is
likely that this system is being abused. I hope that
is not true. I have heard rumours to the effect that
nowadays it is much easier for a patient to be sent
to the Mental Asylum. As the Hon. Minister has said,
you do not have to be certified nowadays; a doctor
just gives evidence on your condition and as a result
they take people into that institution and give them
treatment.

I know that the Act was amended to bring it
more up to date and I hope it is more in the intereat
of the patient. I do know that it is more in the
interest of the doctors because they are getting a
fee for examination. I will just warn the Hon.
Minister over the matter that there is an aspect of
it which I have heard. I will try and make further
investigations on the matter. Until then I will have
to leave the matter.

The question that Head XIV: stamd part was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Head XX — Education
Head XX—Education was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairmau,
Head XX deals with the Evening Institute and if
is for the purpose of providing classes of instruc.
tion in seamanship. The sum of $1,080 has been
provided in the Current Estimates to cover in
structors’ fees. The question of commencing these
classes has now become a matter of urgency and it
is now estimated that an additional sum of $730
will be needed to cover the cost of providing in
structional equipment and the rent of a lecturer
and workroom for these classes. In short, it is pro
posed that this money be spent on classes for sea-
manship whereby Barbadians will be in a better
position to get boats. At this stage, I cannot say
anything more for obvious reasons. I may say that
the Harbour Master who seems to be very inter
ested in this course of training for youngsters, is
running it; and he has selected some instruectors
who will give lectures to these youngsters in all
departments of seamanship. I think it is a very
worthy cause and I am sure it will meet with the
approval of members of this Committee.

I therefore beg to move that Head XX-—stand
part.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, teaching young-
sters seamanship is a very good idea, but I cannot
see how this Item can come under the Evening
Institute. I do mnot know if the Hon. Minister of
Social Services can explain more fully how this
course will be earried on. If not, all I can hope is
that the selectees for this course of training will be
given the opportunity of going out in the Govern-
ment water crafts to get an idea of practical sea-
manship. To tell me that the Evening Institute is
handling it is to suggest that these youngsters are
being trained for landships. I do hope that the Hon.
Minister of Social Services will be able to give me
some further explanation on this matter.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, the explana-
tion given is hardly likely to satisfy hon. members
of this House, because hon. members know that there

—
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is a long Waiting List of Seamen who have been to
sea and who hold papers that ecannot find work on
ships that come to Barbados. Here it is: there are
hundreds and hundreds of wunemployed seamen
kolding papers, and we are aware that it is very
difficult for such persons to get a ship. Is this course
of training for those seamen? I think the Hon. Min.
ister should have given us more information on
this matter. Is this a method of training for young
sters, or is it a refresher to meet a refresher cours:
for those seamen who have been ashore for so long
that they have become rusty?

I would commend any scheme that would help
to relieve unemployment, or which would assist any
seaman or any body of workers, which we have in
Barbados. Sir, that is the concensus of opinjon of
this entire Committee and I do feel that the Minix
ter in charge should be able to give us more infor
mation than he has given us.

How do they propose to train these youngsters?
I see where part of this money is needed for renting
a room. Probably, it would have electricity and the
necessary space for the several kinds of training
that these youngsters would have to undergo. Will
this course of training satisfy mariners when they
come here to fill vacancies on board their ships? Or
does the Hon. Minister propose to advertise abroad
that in Barbados there exists approved training
gystem for people in seamanship of which competent
people and Steamship Companies can make use. All
those are questions of which I would like to get an
answer from the Hon. Minister in charge.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I said in my
earlier remarks that for obvious reasons I could not
say anything more. I do think that hon. members
should trust the Minister. As a matter of fact, I
cannot call names, but it is expected that certain
lines of Steamships will require seamen; and Bar-
bados is making an effort to meet their demands. The
Harbour and Shipping Master has definite informa
tion along that line. I will just say that the Harbour
and Shipping Master has received the approval of
the Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation to issue
certificates of competency to those who have received
instructions in this course of seamanship which will
conform to the course of training which exists in
England.

The lectures will be given at the Y.M.C.A. and
sxperienced seamen in Barbados will train these
youngsters.

I do hope that hon. members will not press fo:
further information, because, as I have said befors,
hop. members should trust the Government.

Mr. TUDOR: It is surprising, Mr. Chairman,
that the Hon. Minister who only after being pressed
for information told us what he has just told wus.
wants us to trust him. Like other hon. members,
after I read the Note in the Addendum I was no
wiser than he appeared to be because he did read
it too. I could not imagine that such an important
matter was being treated in such a manner, because
it did seem to me as it must have appeared to all
hon. members, that this is a matter of training
seamen ; and there is only one way to do it and that
is the right way. :

3.55 pm.

We should expect therefore to be told what the
Scheme is. . He did mention, it is true, in reading
from his file that there is some arrangement where-
by persons can be trained in seamanship here, but
to what standards we do not know; and when they
have reached a certain standard they will receive

the certificate of competency from the Minister:

of Transport and Civil Aviation. The Hon Minister
will forgive me if I do not take seriously the little

bait which he held dangling before us about the
Steamship Company which is coming here to employ
Barbadian Seamen which necessitates this training.
He must be aware of the fact that hundreds of per-
sons, who are accustomed to earning their living by
going to sea, are walking the streets of Barbados,
entering the Shipping Office of the Harbour Master
— to say nothing of members of the House asking
them to get work for them on ships which come and
go. Therefore we cannot take seriously that as the
result of this training this ship will take all the un-
employed seamen. We should not be asked to swallow
that. I have mo doubt that this Government is in
correspondence with the Minister of Civil Aviation
and Transport; I have no doubt that the Ministry
has written saying that it is willing to do this, that
and the other, but the Ministry knows that, by no
stretch of the imagination, can anybody in the West
Indies with the training which we now have or can
get, ever reach the standard required for certificates
issued by the Board of Trade and the Ministry of
Transport. That cannot be possible because we have
not yet embariked on this training of seamen.

A more important matter is this; when the Es-
timates were introduced in March this year I do not
propose that any honourable member question the
amount apportioned to this Item. I see that there
is an amount of $29,840 in the Estimates and we
are asked to look at the Appendix No. 2 in order
to get the breakdown of the expenditure. Nowhers
do I see any proposed measure of training in sea

manship although it could perhaps be disguised
under Commercial or ‘Technical Courses. It occurs
to0 me — and I am sure — that the Government

quite possibly did not contemplate this method when
the Estimates were introduced, at least not in any
detail. If you ask the Evening Institute to under-
take courses in seamanship obviously you cannot be
very serious about what you are doing; because so
far as most honourable members know, the equip-
ment or text books for training people in seamanship
are not present in any large quantities in this §s1a1_1d.
It is possible that courses in theoretical navigation
can be held; but after a certain stage has been
reached, you will have to transfer your trainees to
training establishments or ships and instruet them
in the higher branches of the particular study itself.
There is much more to this matter than mere
ravigation ; therefore I do not know if the Govern-
ment really understands what it is all about; and
the very fact that they are so eager to rent a room
and workshop shows that they cannot be as serious
as they ought to be. I do not know much about what
is involved in being taught seamanship but I do not
think that T am at any disadvantage with the mem-
bers of the Government. Their ignorance and mine
is about the same but with this difference; if you
tell me that you are holding classes in seamanship
and I believe you, I know from what you say what
you ought to be doing. From what the Minister has
read out from what we have before us, I cannot treat
it with the seriousness with which they want us to
treat it. .
This sum of money is a very small one; and if
they buy instructional equipment and rent a room
for the classes, T cannot see that much more will be
left for the appointment of the instructors . If youm
cannot pay the instructors properly, you are not
likely to get the best. On the other hand, ;f you are
‘mot going to pay them, you should at least haye tpld
us that they are going to do this work ‘volunta.n}y.
If you want $780 to rent a room and .buy equip-
ment and pay instructors to carry out this course int
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seamanship tc meet the exacting requirements of a
Ministry of uivii aviation and ‘i'ransport — and
tnere is the same requirement of the Steamship Com-
panies to absorb ail the surplus labour — I think
that they will have to aim much higher and do much
riore than that. But on general grounds, I would
dispute whether the Evening Institute is a fit and
proper medium for instruction to be given in this
matter; and whether it should not be organised sep-
arately and on its own; and whether if you are gomg
to do it properly, information should not be obtained
from the Board of Trade and preparations made not
only to train Barbadian seamen, but to do it on 4
reasonable basis. I do not know, but I am sure thiey
will need very expensive equipment from skilled
teachers; and they will also need training ships anv
other things. I am asking the Government to think
over this matter and not be fooled or led away by
anything which the Ministry of Transport has said;
whether or not the object of providing these classes
in seamanship is taken to be the training of people to
work on ships which are coming here, it is a well
known fact, — it is almost a scandal — that you.
bhave hundreds of seamen here who would be glad:
19 go and cannot find work; unless it is that the Gov-
ernment has in mind the employment of those sea-
men to carry out the training of persons who womld
in the course of time become unemployed seamen. If
it is found that they are not doing it in the right
way, then, this is a waste of time. I do not think it
would be fair for this Committee to allow the Min-
ister to feel that all he has said, is the last word which
could be said in this matter.

Before I git, I must protest against the very
frequent trick which the Government is now using
on which the Minister of Social Services is particu-
larly addicted. When the House asked for informa-
tion and little information is given, the impression
is always given that the House would desist from
pressing Minigters; everything will be alright and
more information will be given in the future. I do
not subsertbe to that. If the Ministers have any-
thing to say to the House they should say it. To
ask honourable members to trust the Executive i
the last thing T would ask them to do; our experi-
ence of trusting the Executive is as bitter as the
experience of the HExecutive is of mistrusting us.
4.06 p.m.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, my fee'ings on
this matter are that it is a training scheme; and,
naturally, members of the House will vote for it no
matter what we say throughout. But I too would
counsel the Ministers if they have anything to say
on the matter just now, say it, but no membher of the
House should take a mean advantage of them. How
ever, it is definitely a discourtesy to the members
of the House not to give them the information which
they ask for. No Minister who has been a member

of this House before he was a Minister could say-

that he would take this and not be apprehensive
about it. What is seamanship? Is seamanship teach-
ing somebody to be a steward on a ship or teaching
them to be an able-bodied seaman? Certainly, we
"have a lot of seamen unemployed and anv ship that
wants a dozen men or so can pick them from people
with regular discharges, which of course are pass-
ports to the effect that these seamen have done work
on board some ship or ships already. In other words
thev have some experience of actual work on a shin
If this is some sort of teaching and is additional to
eiding those very seamen in getting jobs, then it
.may be alright; but if this is a means of frustratine
people, it s a serious matter. If this is a matter

| of taking a man who has some sort of paper —

probably called a certificate — and asking him to
teach a dozen people so that in the end a dozen
more people will be keeping him out of a job, that,
to me, is taking advantage of his position. If you
have something in mind you can take us into your
confidencg. When the Resolution is keing introduced
tell us that the seamen in Barbados who are seeking
employment will get employment plus this training
along the same lines. You have to do something to
keep the people trained, I agree. They may not only
get work in Barbados but they may go elsewhers
and get their first job on a ship; therefore we have
every reason to look carefully at this scheme. Other-
wise they will certainly say to you well, you have
trained as seamen and now there is nothing here for
here for us to do.

Some Barbadian, a man long established on
board a ship with a reputation for good work can
easily take along a brother or cousin and the per-
sons responsible for employing seamen will say o
themselves: ‘“Well, if he is so good I can give his
brother or his cousin a chance. That has been a
method of employing seamen in this island for
years.

Do not ask men to train seamen for nothing; ani
by that I mean to train people and then give them
a certificate and afterwards find no work for them.
You have not got a teacher here, you are calling on
the services of the very men in whose offices the men
are picked. The Harbour Master is interested; and
when he gets with the Captains he is going to say
to him ‘‘there are about 500 seamen down there,
but I have got 20 at the Y.M.C.A.’”’” Then the person
responsible for picking these men will say: ‘I will
give you a break; I will take those;’’ and of course
he means those at the Y.M.C.A.

I certainly hope that it will turn out to be
an excellent training scheme. Someone referred to
the landship and I think it is the best thing to do.
I hope that you are going to train them in keeping
ships and not cooking; because nowadays you can
learn that at the Housecraft Centre. When you talk
about seamanship what do you mean? If you train
them now to go out on a sailing vessel how will
they shape on a steamer? It may be that later on
you will have to buy a steamer. It may be a very
nice scheme having someone at the head of it with
the imposing title of Harbour and Shipping Master
and so on; but be careful that you do not create
& situation in Barbados in which you place many
people in an unfortunate position.

4.15 p.m.

Hon M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I just rise to

cay that the honourable junior member for the City

has misinterpreted the remarks made by the Hon.
Minister of Social Services relative to the statement
about revealing information. It is not a question
of the Ministér not revealing this information to
honourable members, but more or less a question of
not revealing the information to the public; because
every honourable member of this Committee i en
titled to know as much about the business of this
country as the Ministers. ,

As T have already said — and T agree with the
Hon. Minister of Social Services, — we cannot at
all times reveal certain information to the public
because it might Tave an adverse effect on what
might happen in the future. The training, Mr.
Chairman, as the Hon. Minister pointed out, is to
have certificated rafings. As far as T believe they

are some Steamship Companies who have promised

to lend some boats to carry out this training outside
¢f the Harbour; and this course will be -conducted

comrer g
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by some retired seamen who are in this island and
who are knowledgeable so far as that type of instrue-
tion is concerned.

1 would like to assure the Committee that it is
not our intention to hide anything from the Com-
mittee; but we certainly do not want to make this
business public because it might not turn out to the
good of our seamen in the future.

Mr. LEWIS: Permit me to say, Mr. Chairman.
that the Hon. Minister has not answered what I
have heard and have told this House. He has told
us something differently. I asked the Hon. Minister
if in introducing this item he could not have told us
afterwards. I refer to people helping us with ships,
getting their co-operation and the good prospects
for the future. I would like to know what honour-
able member would criticise the Hon. Minister for
that. It is only after he said that we had mis-in-
terpreted what the Hon. Minister of Social Services
said that he gave the information that we are going
to get some training ships.

I only hope that they have got good advice on
this matter and that it does not aggravate the un-
fortunate position which prevails. With that, 1
wish Government every success with this scheme.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, with all that
l-as been said, it still seems to me very confused and
foolish. If, as the Hon. Minister of Communications
has said, certain steamship companies are going to
lend us ships or boats to train these youngsters, why
then are we going to pay rent for a workshop and
extra room? Personally, I think if we are training

youngsters in seamanship, the sooner we get them

to the water, it will be better than taking them to
the Y.M.C.A. to listen to a couple of lectures and
possibly for them to play table tennis. I cannot see
why Government should rent a workshop and lecture
room from the Y.M.C.A. when it has a building
which is called the Hvening Institute; and along
with that it has so many school buildings available
around the City. The Y.M.C.A. is an institution
which we subsidise annually. It cost us about $1,800
annually. If it is felt that these youngsters should
be trained in seamanship—although I do not hold
that view, — I see no reason why they should be
trained in seamanship on land. Is it necessary to
rent a room from the Y.M.C.A. for the purpose when
cn the pierhead Government has watercraft with
seamen employed on them? Certainly, if you want
to train those youngsters, all that you will have to
do is to select one or two seamen that are now em-
ployed by Government on those watercraft to put
them through that course of training. It is more
practicable and beneficial for those youngsters to be
associated with the ‘““Lord Combermere’’ and the
“Tord Willoughby’’ in their course of training than
to be trained at the Y.M.C.A. They might even be
able to use equipment from the Harbour Police
Department when they are trained on those water-
eraft. Mhat would be a better means of praectical
training for such youngsters unless they are being
trained to be Admirals and Commanders. T do not
know if it is that such persons are wanted now we
ere about to have a Navy for the proposed Federa-
ted West Indies. That will be the only way you
would need to have a Twecture Room. It is not going
tn work well; and T am wondering if we are not. con-
fused owing to the lack of proper information. Tt is
well known that we always have to wait until Mr.
Turner introduces something in the Other Place to
cet full details of the policy of Government. I do
not know the reason whv everv little foolish scheme
that some official puts up to Government upsets them.

Everybody knows that youngsters who want to be-
come seamen can benefit much from going to the
Y.M.C.A. and listening to a lecture on seamanship
or for somebody to tell them how to splice a bit of
rope. It is mot practical at all. There are other
means that can be adopted. With all that you may
do in that direction, the youngster cannot have that
qualification which would bring him a job when
selections are being made at the Harbour and Ship-
ping Master’s Office. You are not selected nowadays
as a seaman unless you have seamanship papers. I
cannot see how the Government is going to get these
youngsters employment on boats that come here
unless some special provision will be given to Gov-
ernment whereby these youngsters would be given
priority.

I do not know if there is means for further en.
lightenment on this whole scheme. The Hon. Minis-
ter of Social Services has said that for obvious
reasons he cannot explain the position fully. It is
not a movement of the British Navy which ths
Admiralty would have to keep secret; therefore I
cannot see the reason why he cannot give further
explanation. It is just only a question of training
a couple of youngsters for seamanship and I ses
nothing secretive in that at all. If some other West
Indian Colony other than Barbados is going to
adopt a scheme such as this to train youngsters
for seamanship, I do not think that what we say hera
would help that country much because that country
must have got some avenue of hearing about this
matter just as we have heard.

‘Whenever Government brings something like
this, the Government tries to impress hon. members
that they must not question it; that they should not
say anything too much for fear of losing on it; but
a week hence you will get full details about the
scheme from the Other Place. It is time that we bz
taken more in the confidence of the Government and
that members of the Government tell us elearly what
the position ig in matters such as this.

425 pm.

Certainly, as this is presented, one cannot feel
that there would be anything beneficial whatsoever
unless the few lecturers supplement their income
by giving an hour or two in the afternoon and
talking to youngsters. I do not know how many
evenings they will spend but when they leave the
Y.M.C.A., their qualifications will not be sufficient
to cause them to be selected when the selection of
seamen is being done, and there is a waste of money.
The Harbour Master might have his reasons for this
suggestion, but we are here to decide how far it will
benefit Barbados and if we will get benefits compa-
table with the number of dollars we are going to
spend. I say I wish there were thousands mor.
being. trained; this method is mnot sufficiently im.
pressive.

Mr. LEWIS: I was not in the House at the
time, but a few meetings ago, some hon. member
was pressing that West Indians should be included
in the British Army and the Royal Navy. I do not
know how old this scheme is, but I hope that it is
not a sop that causes the hon. member to have the
temerity to make that statement.

The question that Head X X—stand part of the
Schedule was put amd resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Head XXIX Miscellaneous
Head XXIX — was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: This Item,
Coronation Expenses, is what the hon. junior mem-
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ber for St. Andrew wants to deal with. It will be
seen that in connection with this Item the sum of
$75,000 is voted in the 1953-54 Estimates. At the
end of the Financial Year the sum of $4,453 remain
unspent. Bills have recently come in; the Note to
this Item says this: ‘“The details of the cost of the
movement of the Colonial Coronation Contingent by
chartered aircraft have now been received from the
War Office and the amount due from Barbados is
$3,713,52.”’

Of the original sum which was voted, the sum
of $4,453 remained unspent and this Bill has now
come for $3,713.52. A revote of $3,714, being part of
the unexpended balance already mentioned, is now
required. I beg to move that Head XXIX stand part
of the Schedule.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. GODDARD: It is a long time ago since th2
Coronation took place. This is what we read in the
note to this item:

““The details of the cost of the movement of the
Colonial Coronation Contingent by chartered air-
craft have now been received from the War Office’’.
I do not remember that any chartered plane was
used and certainly no such plane came here. If the
Hon. Minister has the details, that is all the inform-
ation we would press for.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: The honoura-
ble junior member for St. Andrew can speak while
I look up the file.

Mr. HAYNES: I am pretty well on the same
line as the honourable junior member for Christ
Church; I want to know where all these chartered
planes were working. Did they take the delegates
to the various eapitals in Furope or what? Probably
all the entertainment took place over there. It is
strange to see that we have been sent a bill after it
was said that they would entertain our delegates
there. That is all the information I would like to
have.

Hon. Dr. H. ¢. H. CUMMINS: The figures |
have here relate to all the West Indian islands. There
is the cost of conveying Colonial Coronation Con-
tingents between Jamaica and the United Kingdom
by chartered aircraft; there are details as to the
Bahamas, British Guiana and the Leeward Islands;
and the number travelling from Barbados was four.
The total expenditure was £773, 13s. That is all the
information I have.

Mr. GODDARD: I thank the Hon. Minister
tor the reply. This Item relates to something which
took place a long time ago, and I thought there might
have been some tour to Europe.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, what I am inter-
ested in is this; how is it that a chartered aircraft
managed fo keep this Bill outstanding for such a
long time. TIf you charter an aircraft you know for
what you are chartering it for a long time. [Hon.
R. G&. MAPP: It is the War Office.] Well, te!l
them that they will have to pay the Bill in future,
and. let us refuse to pay it because this is all non-
sense. This is no question of any revote; two sets of
estimates have been passed. Today this is the only
supplementary estimate in connection with the Cor-
cnation Expenses. It appears to me that this is
again one of those cases in which they must have
kuown that they had this Bill outstanding and they
did not include anything for it. T hope that nobody
has told his friend that we have $4,000 remaining
and that he could make the bill as near as possible
to that. - :

135 p.m. '

This is another case in which at the making up
of the Estimates (1954-55) you did not put it in—
at least you should have put it in the 1955-56 Esti-
mates. I hope the Hon. Minister realises that two
sets of Estimates are now dead. That concerns thess
Estimates. You have already had the 1953-54 and
1954-55 Kstimates and those are now finished. You
are on the third set of Estimates and during the
1953-54 and 1954-55 you said nothing at all about
the matter. The Company is charging so much for
the Aircraft and you know how many people were
leaving to go to the Coronation. Let whoever did
not send in their Bill early enough, pay for their
negligence. That is the way we should deal with
those people; because I am sure they do not deal
with their own business in that way. You have char-
tered a plane in 1953 and you now wait all that
time to get that money paid. Imagine $923 to take a
man from Jamaica. You should make them to uu-
derstand that you cannot put that before the Legis-
lature now; it makes it too absurd.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, the matter becomes
even more absurd when you refleet on the Resolu-
tion for the Coronation expenses. Of the total amount
of $75,000, at least $50,000 went to the contigencies
therefore the unforeseen expenditure was likely to
be larger than was provided for. It is a very strange
thing that after two years we have not heard what
the unforeseen expenditure was, and therefore the
amount of the contingencies, and now we are told
that it had all been forgotten. I hope that the Hon.
Minister will get wise to that practice because it
makes it very difficult for us to keep track of publie
expenditure. It is not the sort of thing to be en-
couraged.

The question that Head XXIX — stand part
was put and resolwed in the affirmative without
division.

Head XXXI Labouy

Head XXXI — was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
the next is Head XXXI—Labour, Item 23 (New)
Welfare —Liaison Service for Barbadian Emigrants
in the United Kingdom. Some time ago it was thought
that we might have 2 West Indian Liaison Office;
but up to now that has not materialised; and Bar-
bados has gone ahead with plans for the establish-
ment of their own liaison service.

As hon. members know the Imbour Commis-
sioner is now in the United Kingdom. He has been
serving as a kind of Liaison Officer for some tima
and I think hon. members can agree with me that
he has been doing a very good service in this capa-
city. He had been mainly responsible for the hotel
and other workers who were going up to the United
Kingdom. It is the wish of the Government that he
should remain in the United Kingdom. He is more
or less pinned down to one place because he has not
got a staff. He would like to go further afield to
explore the possibilities of further recruitment cf
Barbadian Labour, and so it has been agreed to
give him an additional staff comprising of an Assis-
tant Liaison Officer and a Stenotypist. Aeccording
to Note 6 of the Supplementary Estimate:

Tt is proposed that the staff for the interim
service should consist of one Liaison Officer, one
Assistant Liaison' Officerr and a Stenographer-
Typist. v
The functions of the interim organisation
would include the provision of advice and assistance

“to, and liaison with, Government organisations, trade

unions, -welfare organisations, etc., on the employ-

~
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|
ment and settlement of Barbadians in the United :
Kingdom ; the supply of information on the employ- |
ment situation, etc., in the United Kingdom to this
Government: the settlement of Barbadian workers in
suitable employment; advice and assistance to them
in matters of accommodation ete., and personal pro-
blems; and publie relations work.

The service will therefore be expanded. He will
have an opportunity to do more as he will not be
tied down to ome spot; and those assistants, namely,
the Assistant Liaison Officer and the Stenotypist it
is estimated will cost us $11,740. The figures are ai!
there and can be examined. They are made up as
follows.

$ (B.W.L.)
Capital expenditure (n»on-recurr.ent)
including  cost of office furniture

and equipment: 2,640
Running expenses at rate of $1,820
per month (5 months, November
1955 to March 1956) including
salaries: 9,100
11,740

I beg to move that Head XXXI — stand part.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to second that.

Mr. Chairman, in seconding the motion I should
like to fill in a little more of the background and his-
tory to this scheme. Hon. members will be aware that
at present the only liaison and Welfare service for
West Indian Emigrants to the U.X. is provided by
the Jamaica Government by Mr. De Souza who is a
Jamaican acting as ILiaison Officer. That service i3
a branch of the Colonial Office; but Mr. De Souza
is paid by the Jamaica Government. Administra-
tively he works under an officer in the Colonia!
Office.

Some time in December, 1954 the Colonial Office
(and I think I am correct in saying this) under the
advice of Mr. De Souza, who felt strongly that the
West Indies should have a Welfare Department,
wrote the various Governments proposing the estab-
lishment of a West Indian regional welfare service.
Tt was proposed to them to set up a service with the
following funetions:

(i) “To advise trade unions, the Ministry of
T.abour, The National Assistance Board, Loecal Au-
thorities etc., and to represent the West Indian
workers’ interests in difficulties with employees as
well as employers. The Jamaican Welfare Officer
is doing all he ean to advise about social and other
problems.

(ii) Liaison with voluntary organisations and
with the committees which have been formed in
many areas to help workers.

(iil) To attend to personal problems of workers
and to put them in touch with official and voluntary
and other agencies that can help them; advise about
accommodation, family questions, repatriation,
savings and personal difficulties.

(iv) To help workers to avail themselves of
educational facilities such as evening classes.

(v) To deal with ‘‘public relations’’; the Press,
the B.B.C., Mr. De Souza’s advice has done much to
correct wrong impressions in the public mind about
the emigrants.

(vi) To keep the Caribbean Governments in-
formed about the situation in the United Kingdom
in regard to employment etc., and to give them
guidance and information on all matters concern
ing emigrants.’’

Tt might be said that any colonial in the United

Kingdom who is employed there should, like any

other worker, come within the fold of the various
services provided by the British Government to
look after the welfare of its people, whether it be
the social services or the Minisiry of Labour or
others, in so far as the West Indian is concerned,
the suggestion made here is of great merit, and for
various reasons.

4.45 p.m.

There is no doubt that when migration first
started sometime last year, when the flow of West
Indian workers increased to the United Kingdom
we were up against difficulties which did not con-
front migrants from other countries which for a
long time previously had migratory movements to
the United Kingdom. Those special difficulties, to
my mind, made it necessary for us to employ special
measures and a service such as thiy in order to meet
and overcome them and that was one of the problems
into which we enquired. I refer to the Labour
Commissioner and myself when we visited Jamaica
and discussed it with the Jamaica Government and
the Chief Minister of the Jamaica Government, Mr.
Manley.

Since then, we have been in communication with
the Jamaica Government on this point of having a
‘West Indian organisation rather than having two
separate branches. One of the reasons why we were
thinking of a West Indian organisation, and I think
this Committee would appreciate our reason, is that
abroad, in big countries—whether it is the United
Kingdom or America—people from the West Indies,
whether they be Jamaiecan, Trinidadian or Barba-
dian, are looked on as West Indians. If a Barbadian
is working in some plant and you ask the foreman
for him, the poor foreman would be non-plussed.
It is true to say that Jamaicans are in the majority
and as a result, the people there sometimes regard
all West Indians as Jamaicans, but in general all
are West Indians.

As a result, we felt that a West Indian service
would be better and cheaper than a separate Bar-
badian service, but the Jamaican Government felt
that they should enquire more closely into the soci-
ological problems which the movement of their
workers had thrown up, and had solicited the ser-
vices of Professor Senior (assisted by Mr. Douglas
Manley) who went over to Britain and enquired into
that aspect of that problem. In the meantime they
replied to me saying, that in view of the fact that
they wanted this survey, they did not think that they
should discuss at the moment the setting up of this
Liaison service, and that we should wait until Pro-
fessor Senior’s Report had been handed in. That
Report has been handed recently and the Jamaiean
Government is discussing it.

Bir, I feel, now that the rate of migration from
Barbados has increased to such an extent, and in
view of the good serviee which our Labour Commis-
sioner is doing at present in the United Kingdom as
Liaison Officer, we can go right ahead and set up an
interim liaison service, and if in the process of time
Jamaica and other West Indian colonies agree to
have a West Indian service, we can have a merger
and be integrated into a larger West Indian service.
At present, I feel this is absolutely necessary for the
cause of migration for Barbados, and also in view
of the fact that we are going about things quite
differently from Jamaica in that we are placing
people directly in jobs and easing them of certain
difficulties. T feel that we should go ahead with the
establishment of this interim service on our own
immediately and get this Liaison Officer who would
be able to go about the country and look for jobs for
Barbadians as well as to enquire into their working
conditions.

As the Leader of the House stated in introdue-
ing this Resolution, we do mnot want the Liaison
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Officer to be tied to an office dealing with innumera-
ble problems coming to him; therefore we propose
that he should be given an Assistant to look after
administrative and weélfare duties. In so doing, the
Chief Liaison Officer will be able to contact employers
of labour and to do things of that sort.

I think I have given the Committee most of the
information it may need but I will be only too
pleased to give.any more information should hon-
ourable members ask for it.

1 Actually the capital expenditure is small and
“that is simply because we are getting the office space
from the Crown Agents free of charge. [VOICES:
Hear! Hear!] So we have savéd office rent. The
Capital Expenditure is to provide office furniture
and equipment such as desks, chairs and so on, but
the bulk of this vote as ean be seen from the Note is
for recurrent expenditure. The Liaison Officer will
receive a salary of £1,300 per annum. [A VOICE:
Who is he?] When he is appointed you will know.

The salary is in keeping with that of the Liabour
Commissioner. You will also bear in mind that that
officer will have to live in London; and will have to
travel all over the country, therefore, I think it is
very reasonable if he be given an entertainment
allowance as well. The Chief Liaison Officer will
also have to do a lot of travelling in order to seek
jobs: he will, as I have said, have to live in London,
and will have to meet emigrants when they arrive.
He will also have to go to the various hotels, hospi-
tals and factories. As I have said, it is a big job, and
it is going to entail considerable expense in travel-
ling. It is proposed that he should be given a
representation allowance of £500 per annum.

It is proposed that there should be a main-
tenance relief for necessitous cases. You do get emi-
grants in London who may lose their job and who
may want for example warm clothing, and for thit
we are provided £100. The salary of the Assistant
Liaison Officer will be £950 per annum, and there is
proposed that there should be a Stenotypist at the
rate of £500 per annum. The total annual expendi-
ture is put at £4,600. ?

I beg to second the passing of Head XXI. !

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I would like to
make a few remarks on this Item. I understand that
there is really a great need for assistance for people
from this colony arriving in England en masse as
they do, and searching not only for somewhere to
live but somewhere to work. I have been made to
understand that a mean advantage is taken of them
is they are unprotected and certainly, by people
who should not interfere with them at all, because
somie such persons are their own West Indian ecol-
leagues.

4.55 p.m.

Sir, I am at a loss to understand why the nego-
tiations for something on a regional basis have
broken down. The nucleus was already formed by
the Jamaica Government. I was wondering whether
it is the very best thing to have our Labour Commis-
sioner virtually as the first liaison officer. 1 would
prefer to see a ‘‘go ahead’”” Barbadian or West
Indian in that capacity [Cheers] because you ecan-
not put your finger on things and it is known that
they are English people who resent the intrusion of
these West Indian workers in England irrespective
of whether there is employment for them or not, and
whether or not they will be of great benefit to the
country as a result. I think we have people in the
Labour Department trained in this type of work
already, probably in a more diffiecult sphere of
operations; that is, in the United States of America;
and if some of these people are available I feel that
they should be seconded. It would be well worth the
expenditure if, in addition to the Trade Commission-
er, we had somebody in his office who would be willing

o

to do further work along side of him. I want to
avoid any suspicion in this matter and therefore I
am appealing to the Government to get the Labour
Commissioner out of this matter as quickly as possible.

I admire the method of the introduction of this
Item to this Committee. I have recommended it al-
ready and if it had been followed, a lot of talk might
have been avoided. The Minister of Social Services
can introduce an item and the Minister under whose
portfolio it falls ecan second the motion and give the
facts in connection with the Item.

It is quite understandable that in going from
the West Indies to England you might not like the
food which is served or the manner in which it is
cooked. The food which you may want may not be
good for you, but you may have a taste for it. I
understand that great hardship is experienced by
the workers in having their appetite satisfied as re-
gards both the quantity and the quality of the food
supplied; that is, when they actually get work
whether in the hotels or elsewhere. However, that
is a matter which can be dealt with discreetly by
the Liaison Officer; and I suggest to the Hon. Minis-
ter of Labour to give that matter a little considera-
tion. It might help a great deal in understanding
on either side or on both sides to make some adjust-
ments. I suggest that a real ‘‘go ahead’’ Barbadian
or West Indian might do more in this job than an
Englishman; and if he fails, you may not be able
to bring any charge against him. We may have an
excellent Labovr Commissioner and so on; but if
in placing our own people we do not do as much as
the Jamaicans or Trinidadians, we will throw all
the blame on having the wrong man whereas the man
might be doing his best. Therefore for psychological
reasons I am suggesting to the Government to try
and find somebody else quickly to take over from
the Labour Commissioner.

I am wondering whether in this Emigration
Scheme that we are now setting up this service, wo
could not in some way arrange with the employers
in Canada and the United Kingdom to assist us in
making it easy for these people to pay back any-
thing which they might have borrowed from the
Government. Has the Government tried that out?
I know that they are asking people to sign bonds for
money which they lend them to go to Canada or the
United States of America. I do not think that that
was the system worked when people were going to
the United States of America; at least the Americans
were good enough to pay for some of the workers. In
respect of the United Kingdom, if the employers get
people and find that they are useful, these employers
should pay back to this Government some of the
money which was paid in passages in order to get
these people up there. Let us shame them into doing
that, if they will not do it otherwise.

I want to hear if we cannot work that same
method as in the case of workers going to the United
States of America. What is the use of leaving it
to somebody to pay back $10 a month or so and if
he does not pay then you must pay? You have a
system whereby people have to send back money to
their dependents and there is no reason why the same
should not be done in this case. Of course, it will be
said that the Government is not sponsoring this
system, but they will soon find that they are sponsor-
ing it. Tt will be a help to the workers if you art
range to get back some of the money through one of
the Banks.

Mr. ALTDER: I must compliment the Gov-
ernment on bringing about a scheme such as this
although there are a few things which I dislike. You
have started off well enough by making the liaison
service for Barbados separate and distinet from that
of Jamaica or any other West Indian colony. This is

i
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extremely complimentary in view of the fact that in
the mixed service which now goes on as regards the
American Scheme you have Jamaicans dominating
the situation. Most of the good opportunities go to
Jamaica because the liaison service is bossed by the
Jumaicans: nothing has been done in this respect by
the Mother Country. I prefer to see a separate and
distinet department set up by us manned by Bar-
badians who are sympathetic towards such people
and who would be efficient in their employment,
but not necessarily the person who is up there, name-
ly the Labour Commissioner.

5.0 pm.

T cannot see why some other individual from
the same department could not be selected; some-
body who knows the people and who will listen to
their problems. We know how some officials cax
be. We know that some officials cannot be ap-
proached by ordinary individuals. He is not goinyg
to take that time that is necessary to listen to them.
That is why you have to be very careful in selecting
the person who is going to work as the ILiaison
Officer in England. I must repeat that, regardless
of whether the other colonies in the West Indies
want a regional service, I prefer that we keep our-
selves separate and distinet from the others. T
prefer that the Government bear the whole cost in-
stead of amalgamating with the other colonies. We
have had the experience with the MacDougall case.
He was the Officer who saw to it that the Jamaicans
were . always given preference; and according to
reports, Barbadians never found their Officer or any
officer at all. Let us be in a position to inform the
emigrants as to where this office is going to be and
what to do in case of difficulty; in short, how to sez
that their cases are taken up and handled promptly.

Another point is this: the Liaison Officer should
be a person whom you know to be a social worker.
As a matter of fact, we have an energetic social
worker now in England in the person of Mr. Clyde
Gollop, one who ean sympathise with ordinary
people. A man like him could be appointed or any
other officer in the existing Labour Department
whom we know would give the people a hearing.
Furthermore, in as much as you have no super-

visor in England over your Liaison Officer, one

does not know if he would do his work as sympa-
thetically in England as he would have to do here
in Barbados due to our presence and constant sur-
veillance over such matters. That is a very im-
portant aspect of the matter. You may get an officer
going up there and lording it over the workers with
nobody to report him if and when the people can-
not get the service for which we are paying; in
which case your service would have become of littln
or no effect. In short, it will have broken down.

I do not sympathise with the idea of staffing
our Iiaison Office with persons other than Barba-
dians. We have some brilliant young ladies her.
who would be willing to go up and I believe we
have some brilliant ones who are already up there.
It is also a matter of trying to help our surplus popu-
lation, which is a point that should always be borve
in mind. I prefer to know that the Liaison Office
i staffed by Barbadians and that especially the head
of the staff be a Barbadian; not a person whose only
claim is that he has been working here for a few
years, but a bred and born Barbadian sympatheti
cally inclined towards the people.

Mr. Chairman, it is suggested that at this stag:
T move that yon do now report progress with leavo
to sit again.

Mr. TUDOR: I beg to second that.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, I take it that
honourable members on the other side of the Table
have finished their speeches and we could now have
the question put.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, 1 have already
tried to explain that they are two other membera
who would like to speak.

The question that Mr. CHAIRMAN do %ou
report progress with leawe to sit agaim was put and
resolved im the afftrmative without division,

Mr. CHAIRMAN reported, and Mr. SPEAKE’T{%
resumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

ADJOURNMENT

On motion of Hom. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS,
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX the House adjourned
for half an hour.

5.15 p.m.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY RESUMED

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment the House
was in Committee of Supply.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House re-
sumed Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being in
the Chair.

Liaison Service in United Kingdom

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is—

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, the Committee
istened with very great interest to the speech of
the Hon. Minister of Labour, prineipally, because
it was the first time for a long time since we have
heard him with such substance, especially since his
famous report after his visit to the United Kingdom
with the Labour Commissioner. It is ftrue to say
that he did not promise us more information in the
course of time and his long silence might probably
be due to the fact that he was selecting it and only
now is he so near to the bursting point that he must
give this information.

I can never speak on this subject of emigration
without running the risk of raking up dead or dying
embers, and every time we reach one further stage,
I am almost tempted to express my regret that it
has taken so long to reach that stage. I well remem-
her even before the Hon. Minister left for the United
Kingdom he was pressed in this House to see after the
setting up of a liaison service to look after the inter-,
est of Barbadian workers who were migrating to the
United Kingdom in large numbers. We have at
last reached the stage that Government considers it
-praeticable and necessary to establish this liaison ser-
7ice for Barbadians in the United Kingdom. That
is all to the good and I welcome it.

‘Where there happens to be a serious divergence
of opinion between Government and myself is upon
what I have just heard from the Hon. Minister of
Labour when he mentioned that Government pro-
poses to use the services of Mr. Pickwoad in a 'tem-
porary capacity as ILdaison Officer until the wider
service is established. That I think, Mr. Chairman, is
& grave psychological error. Now I wish to say at
this point that Mr. Pickwoad’s work as Liabour Com-
missioner of this island is not at all under dispute,
nor can it enter the question under discussion, except
by way of comment on the fact that if we are going
10 keep him there for a few months longer as the
Hon. Minister has said, it appears to me that we
can dispense with his services here. That seems to
me a very peculiar aspect of the matter, and T hope
that the Minister will say something to allay our
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fears. So far as 1 can see, it has not been told to
us that we can dispense with the services vi lie wa-
pour Comimissioner here. It can be argued tnae e
Assistant Labour Commissioner is fulfilling his autie.
so admirably that we do not at all miss the services
uf the Liabour Commissioner. That, I think, is true,
and I myself on many occasions have seen at close
range Mr. Jack’s work, and have collaborated with
him; and it is my opinion that any such quarrels as
may arise would arise from the fact that he has to
interpret all orders given to him in accordance with
.the view,of the Labour Commissioner and does not
- aet on his own responsibility.

I am asking Government to look at this matter in
.this way. I am asking Government to put aside all
thoughts of whether Mr. Pickwoad is a serviceable
zud efficient officer or not. I am asking Government
Just to take into account the fact that it is Barbadian
people with whom you are dealing now in the United
Kingdom and they are migrating there in increas-
ingly large numbers in search of work. Thinking
of the matter in that line, is it the best thing for
Government to put as Liaison Officer a person whose
connection with Barbadians and with the island o
their birth is more due to the fact that he is em-
ployed by the Barbados Government as a Labour
Commissioner? Are you asking Barbadians to feel
satisfied in a strange country with an environment
to which they have got to adjust themselves when you
confront them with a native of that country in a
responsible position over them? Are you prepared to
argue beyond all shadow of doubt and beyond all
controversy that Mr. Pickwoad, an Englishman, is
the most fit and proper person to work as a Liaison
Officer for Barbadian workers? Are you going to
say that in the whole range of persons whom you have
as Civil Servants he alone can be picked? I do not
think that you can argue that. T do not think the
choice of him is an obvious one.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, on a point
of Order, I do not know what the honourable mem-
ber is trying to argue or infer. No one on this side
of the table has said that an appointment is madc
as Liaison Officer, because, as far as I know, we have
not appointed anyome to the post. If the honour
able member is assuming that Mr. Pickwoad is ap-
pointed ILiaison Officer, that is a different thing
altogether. 'We certainly have not said that.

5.55 p.m.

Mr. TUDOR: I have understood from the Hon.
Minister of Health and of Labour clearly that what
I have said is the gist of what they want Mr. Pick-
woad to do and 1 am warning the Government that
what they think might only be a temporary measure
may blossom into a real thing.

" If, Mr. Chairman, that officer is on leave, pa--
ticularly in the country of his birth, there is nothing
quite wrong with the Government using his services
if he is willing so to be used in the interest of a
matter with which he is closely connected in his
work. There is nothing wrong in Mr. Pickwoad
being used; it appears that he is being asked to
undertake certain duties. As I see if, he is being
placed, no matter for how short a time, in a position
of responsibility from which it would be very diffi-
cult to remove him, because he may so have acquired
the knowledge and the know-how of the job ag 10
take over the post before a new person can take over
from him; and the Government might want him 1n
stay there because he knows more than anybody
else. Therefore I am disputing the point of having
him there at all even on a temporary basis. Tt is all
right to ask the Labour Commissioner while he is
in England to investigate the possibilities of em-

ployment for Barbadians. If he has just left a
country where the unemployment situation is so
grave, it snould be a matter of personal interest to
him to see what opportunities there are to relieve tbe
unemployment which he has left in Barbados; he
should not even be asked to do that, he should do
it on his own.

The Hon. Minister has said that the Labour
Commissioner has been very useful in these contacts
which he has been making with employers, in the
visits he has paid to respective employers and the
cpportunities which he has gained for schemes of
employment to be put into operation. While, of
course, there are the facts, and it is known how
valuable this officer is, only a mere fraction of what
he has allegedly done has seeped through for pubii.
information. Apparently they have said much less
about what he has actually achieved, if they know,
because they have the facts and they have not dis-
closed very much to us. One case I remember read-
ing about is his visit to a firm of contractors in the
Midlands. These people are contractors of the Air
Ministry and most of their work is in the construe-
tion of mortar and stone. Therefore they are people
who employ a large number of masons every year,
not only on their own work but also on work which
they do for the Air Ministry. I noticed as published
in the Press that as a result of a visit paid to that
firm by Mr. Pickwoad it has been decided to send
what is known as a pilot party of workmen to this
firm with the understanding that if these six work
men please that firm, they would be recommended
for other firms throughout the building trade. Therce
are: one carpenter, one mason, one painter and three
labourers. Without in any way belittling Mr. Picl:
woad’s efforts, I should just like to point out to
the Government that if the Labour Commissioner
has just left Barbados where, aceording to the statis
ties of his own Labour Department, so many hur-
dreds of masons and carpenters are unemployed
whose skill and aptitude is certainly known, it seems
peculiar to me that the limit of his achievement
should be a pilot party of six persons including
one carpenter and one mason. Judging by that
range the extent of his activity has not been very
wide. If Mr. Pickwoad does not bestir himgelf
with something more spectacular and definite and
does not act with greater awareness of the present
unemployment here, the Government itself will not
even get the best out of the money which 1t proposes
to spend even for the short time during which i:
proposes to use him in a liaison capacity.

The point may seem to be one of insuperabls:
difficulty to the membeérs of the Government, bat
to other people it is a simple one. If Barbadians
are now in the United Kingdom in such large num.
bers and if larger numbers of them are still going,
the Government of Barbados has not got to wait
to see what other West Indian Governments will do
The situation is urgent and present to them; there-
fore with the approach to anything which should
be done on a regional scale. the Government of
Barbados has a solemn duty laid on it of setting up
its own liaison service as quickly as possible and
see that the service is staffed from top to bottom by
Barbadians.

I wish to sound a general warning on this point.
If you decide in the future to appoint a full time
liaison officer do not fall into the mistaken idea
that because the person will be working in England,
an Englishman is necessarily the best person.

6.05 p.m.

Do not believe that you have met all the require-
ments of your conscience by making his assistant a
West Indian. You do not do it that way. The first im-
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pression which you should try to create in the Unite:l
Kingdom is that the people looking after the interest
of Barbadians in England are themselves Barbadians.
If you set up a Liaison Service in the United King
dom how ridiculous it would appear when you go
to that office and you see instead of Barbadians as
you would expect to see looking after their own,
Englishmen appointed to that office merely because
it was thought by some as right and proper so io
do.

You have here a Labour Department which is
staffed by competent and intelligent persons. Even
now you have waited almost too late to set up your
Liaison Office. But you are not too late to stars
thinking along the right lines for the future, and
you should see to that in every organisation which
you propose to set up to look after the interest ot
Barbadian workers that Barbadians like themselves
who know their troubles and problems will be th2
people to do the job on their behalf. Now, passing
from that, Mr. Chairman, there are two other
aspects of this emigration problem which are me:.
Again, T must bring it to the notice of the Govern
ment that quite a lot of unnecessary hardships ar»
being met by persons who wish to leave the island
to go to the United Kingdom in search of work
Again and again I must bring to their notice for
the nth time, that the whole passport situation is
getting out of hand and is working intolerable in
convenience on law-abiding ecitizens. No subject of
the Queen should be denied a passport form to fill
out as long as he goes in a suitable and decent man-
ner. The people in the Emigration Department,
should be able to use their discretion to see who is
coming in to get a passport form for frivolous
reasons; and by that I mean people who go to that
department for forms to fill in having no particulas
need of them. They ought not to put a hindrance
in their way by asking them to purchase their ticke!
before hand without giving them what is thkeir
right to have. You may argue, if you like, that the
printing and getting together of a passport cosic
money and therefore you want to see when they are
delivered to persons who will put them to good use.
However, the police should have no authority what-
ever to deny people passports so long as these per
sons are entitled to them, and no impossible condi
tions ought to be placed upon them to prevent them
from getting passports.

The next point is on the question of loans and
how they are to be repaid. The hon. junior member
for the City has laid great stress on the question
of repayment and I wish to emphasise what he
has said. A lot of people in this island get the im-
pression from the way in which the loans are made
to them that the Government distrusts them and
that it is intentionally making it difficult for them
to borrow money and is hedging it around with un-
necessary restrictions. I am entirely in favour of
arrangements being made in respect of loans be
cause money advanced out of the Public Treasury is
the taxpayers’ money and as such ought to be safz
guarded. T agree that there must be certain neces-
sary legal safe-guards; but I have had the ex
perience of people being told emphatically in words
to this effect: ‘““Now you must remember to send
back ten dollars a month without fail to this office.
You must remember to send back fifteen dollars a
month or else something may happen.”’

- Now, Mr. Chairman, that, to me, is completely
unnecessary. If the persons are going to work (and
you know they are going to work because you do
not lend them the money until they bring evidence) it
is quite easy to take up the matter with the employ
ers and ask them to deduet whatever the remittance

must be and make all arrangements for it to be
posted back to the Government of Barbados in the
name and to the credit of the persons borrowing
the money. People, therefore, ought not to be put
to the inconvenience of having to post money back
weekly or fortnightly or monthly, when a much
more efficient method is available to them. It has
worked well in the case of labourers going to the
United States, and there is no reason why it should
not work equally well in other instances.
One other aspect of the matter is this:
seldom that we get the Hon. Minister of Tr
serious frame of mind that, perhaps, he would no*&
take it too much as a comphment if we asked him,

it is so

~in the course of his summing up, to tell the Hou%e
 something of the conditions of emigration to Canada
- We have read in the Press about a eertain number

of nurses selected, and the possibility of their being
more; but the situation is not completely clear, and
many of us are being asked by our constituents
whether we have anything to tell them with respeeci
to the Canadian Emigration. That is a-point which
I cannot refrain today from reminding the House
Sometime ago the Hon. Minister had told us that
emigration prospects to Canada were not so bright
in view of the colour bar and for other reasons. I
hope that things have changed so much today that
the Government would be willing to take advantage
of the change. I also remember that after he had
said that, the Jamaican Minister of Trade and
Labour —

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, on a point
of Order, what has this matter to do with Canada?
6.15 p.m.

Mr. CRAWFORD: This is a money Resolution.

Mr. TUDOR: It is quite relevant, because it is
a money Resolution which we are discussing. It is
something dealing with labour, therefore, it is under
the portfolio of the Minister of Labour. As I have
said, Mr. Chairman, I hope that in the changed
circumstances more and greater efforts will be made
about prospective emigration to Canada so that in
the future, we will have the pleasure of seeing larger
numbers of Barbadians going to that country, and
having better prospects.

It is stated in the Addendum that this service

~would be established on a temporary basis, pending

establishment of a proposed B.W.Il. regional service
This is important enough for the Minister, by now
at any rate, to have it in mind what Govermnent
proposes with respect to the liaison service. I can-
not think that they want simply to enter into it
in a few months without having their policy known
beforehand. I therefore was astonished to see that
when the Minister spoke about this matter, he did
not speak about what shape or form the proposed
liaison service would take, nor did he enlighten us
as to whether any preliminary discpssions were held
with other West Indian Governments about it.

I want to say this before I sit. We on this side
of the Table have been pressing this matter of
emigration to the United Kingdom on the Govern-
ment for some time, and it is sad to have to record
that in this matter of helping people to get to the

. United Kingdom the Government has always lagged

behind the public in itg thinking, and behind the
thinking of members of this House. Everything that
the Government is doing now, they have been urged
to do. We have had to create a terrific fuss and
a lot of noise to get the Government to consider what
it is doing mow. I would like to keep the records
straight, because I do not want them to take the
credit for what they are doing. T am glad that they
have reached this stage of having somebody to look .

in a :v;‘;,
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after the interest of the Barbadians in the Unitedi
Kingdom. Some of us on this side of the House
have talked about it and thought about it some six
months ago. Members of the Government resisted it
as they resisted almost everything else, and they have
now got around to it. It took them six months to
accept every idea put forward by other people and
that is a sad commentary on them, and one cannot
help feeling that sometime after the next general
election when they are no longer in power they will
be seeking to implement all the things which we are
urging upon them.

Mr. GODDARD: It is now three years since
Barbadians of both sexes have been emigrating in
Increasing numbers to the United Kingdom. To date,
there are some thousands of Barbadians in employ-
ment in England, and we have now got around to
the establishment of this liaison department ot
Social Welfare for our people in England. It is
commendable and it is something which the House
has asked for before; so now that it is being estab-
lished on a temporary basis, I readily agree with it

However, 1 cannot agree with some of the other
members who have spoken before me when they said
that Mr. Pickwoad who is opening up this service
is not a suitable type for Liaison Officer. 1 would
agree with their suggestion if he were permanently
appointed in that job; as a matter of fact, I would
be the first who would register protest; because 1
think it should be felt that a Barbadian should know
the likes and dislikes of Barbadians better than
anybody else, and that must be very important io
a place like England where things are different
from their home and I accept Government’s view

that it is better to get on with the job now and in)

doing so they have in initiating the Labour Commis-
sioner as the first person to carry out the service:
someone on the spot, someone who went on the mis-
sion with the Minister of Labour a couple of months
8go and in that respect he must have gained suff-
cient experience to know what is required of him
in England for those people; and he should know
by his association with people in Barbados through
his office as Labour Commissioner something of the
Barbadian temperament. Added to that, Barbados
is not the only West Indian island in which he has
worked. He came here from British Guiana wheve
he was Labour Commissioner, so that is a lot to
be said on his behalf.

I think quite a number of good suggestions
have been put up to Government with respect to
this matter. I would also like to make a suggestion
to the Government. The Jamaican Government has
astablished a Social Welfare Department for Jamai-
cans in London and we are establishing one on our
own, and both Governments are hoping that in
future these departments will be merged into one
to deal with the whole problem on a regional basis
With that I heartily agree, but while the two are
working separately, I am wondering if it would not
be worthwhile for one of these departments to con-
centrate in London and the other to establish its
post in Birmingham. I think it would be a greaf
assistance to both of them if that is done becausa
each may be able to handle the other’s problem in
that area. I understand that there is a large num-
ber of West Indians in Birmingham although I
think the greater proportion is in other parts of
England, but I am saying that inasmuch as we will
be having these two departments in Liondon, it may
be something worth consideration to establish one
of those posts somewhere other than in London.

The establishmemt of this office with just three
officers is a beginning, but with improved knowledge

of the social worker, and your having to deal with

the necessary appeals of people who will be seeking
all sorts of information, I am sure Government will
have to think very seriously in the near future of
widening the scope of that office.

I would suggest to Government when this
Liaison Service in England begins to function well
that a member from Barbados Social Welfare De
partment or the Labour Department be flown up to
England so that that person will have first hand
knowledge of what is happening. It could be a
training ground for many of our people in the Social
Welfare Department as well as the Labour Office.
As I bave said, it is a good beginning, and 1 do
believe that it is better to start in a small way and
build on that as time goes by. If you start top
heavy you will find something tumbling down in the
course of time.

6.25 p.m.

We all wish it well and we want it to get off
to an early start. As a matter of fact I think it
speaks well for the Barbadian emigrants that a more
pressing need has not been made out before: apd
it shows how well they have settled into life in
England and found employment in their own right.
If there is any feature which may be preventing
Barbadians from finding ready employment in Eng-
land, it certainly is not to be blamed upon the other
Barbadians who are there; it might be due to
other West Indians. Many Barbadians have gone
abroad and in a matter of days they find employ-
ment and they stick to it. Whenever they move
off they are successful; it is only recently that
some of my employees have gone and tomorrow
another is going abroad. They are encouraged to
go.

Some hon. members have spoken and they have
erred in this respect. It is not the Labour Com-
missioner who has erred in not speeding up the
progress of Barbadians from here to England; it
is the fault of the Government [Cheers]. They
deal with the policy. The Labour Commissioner is
only a servant and he eannot be blamed and should
not be blamed for any lack in the speeding up of
the flow of Barbadians to England. More people
would go abroad if the .money was available for
their passage. It is true that they are getting a
reasonable amount, as the last speaker has said,
and terms must be given to the Government for
the repayment of these sums. I am afraid, how-
ever, that in some departments the enconuragement
is not given to people who want to go, for some
reason or other best known to those Departments.

This new Welfare Department in London is
long overdue and it is necessary. I hope that the
Labour Commissioner will put it on such a good
foundation that whoever steps into the office will
find it well established, well organised and capa-
ble of handling all the complaints of DBarbadians
in England.

Mr. CRAWFORD: In this matter, as in so
many other matters connected with emigration, the
Government is merely trying to keep pace with
events. The faet is that large numbers of Barba-
dians are mow finding themselves in Britain look-
ing for work. The Premier himself has expressed
the view before this emigration started that Bar-
badians were mnever favoured for emigration to
Britain on a large seale. Faced with the actual
fact that this information to us was incorrect, the
Government has now had to follow behind the ecir-
cumstances as created by the people themselves.
In other words instead of giving a lead they are
following on. It is now an aeccomplished fact that
there is an appreciable number of Barbadian work-

.
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ers in Britain and their presence there poses cer- i have had to look for $2% million. This means that

tain social and other problems; and the least the
Government could do in order to ensure that they
are settled in tolerably satisfactory conditions is to
appoint a liaison service to fulfil the functions
which in part are mentioned in the Addendum to
this Resolution.

Now I am not at all satisfied in my mind that
this is enough. I understand that the Labour Com-
missioner who is now in England and who has,
according to the Minister, rendered services in this
issue, will be acting in the post of liaison officer if
and when this offer is established. It may be with-
in the knowledge of the Ministry and the Gov-
ernment precisely what has been the services ren-
dered by the Labour Commissioner; but as far as
other hon. members are concerned, we are entirely
ignorant of these services. All we have heard is
that three artisang and three unskilled labourers
have been sent to the Midlands to a building firm
at his instance, and one may presume that the
hotel workers who went to Britaln under contract
with eertain hotels were also contracted for as a
result of his efforts. It has to be borne in mind
that the first arrangement for the entry of Barba-
dian Hotel Workers under contract was carried
through by a private citizen, the Headmaster of 4
Secondary School; and the Government, in endeav-
ouring to secure a very small contract for workers,
merely followed what this private ecitizen had
already done; so that, so far as we know, all that
has been accomplished by the Labour Commissioner
at the moment is that half dozen workers from the
building trades and a few from the hotel industry
have been contracted for.

Now the position is this: in my opinion if the
Government were at all interested in this matter
in the way in which it should be, far more good
could have been accomplished. We have paid the
expenses of the Minister of Labour and the Labour
Commissioner himself having a long sojourn in
England; they travelled widely and extensively
and when they came back here they did not bring
a single contract for a single Barbadian to work in
Britain. In fact it did not seem to enter their heads
that during their stay in Britain and during their
wide travelling in that country something along
that line should have been accomplished.

6.35 p.m.

Only after the Minister had returned hece
and read in the Press that this schoolmaster had
obtained work under contract for domestic workers,
did he bestir himself. It is for this reason that 1
am agitating in this matter. We have been sending
workers to the United States of America under con-
tract for some time. There are hundreds of thous-
ands of vacancies in Britain. At the beginning of
last year there were 283,000 vacancies in Britain.
It does appear that a Labour Commissioner, entrust-
ed with the responsibility of investigating the pos-
sibilities of finding employment should have, at
least, found contracts for a few hundred, if not a
few thousand tworkers; but nothing whatever has
been done. The Labour Commissioner has been in
Britain for some time; yet people in this country
have been foreced to pick up money to go to Britain
and when they get there have to find themselves a
job. Now, this is the first time in the history of
this country that they have had large scale emigra-
tion under these conditions. At the rate at which
Barbadians are going to Britain, within a year or
two we shall have sent not less than 15,000. Now
the least that it costs these emigrants is $15,000; so
that within a year, an average of 5,000 emigrants will

this country is impoverished to the extent of $2%%2
million, moriey which in a ecommunity like this should
be in circulation. In other words, because of the
indifference and ignorance of the Government, the
people are forced to sell whatever they have, borrow
whatever they can and impoverish the community
to the extent of $2% million a year in order to get
to Britain to find work. #

Now, I am in agreement with any Barbadian
who seeks to better hig position by going abroad. He
cannot find work here. The Government has mno
programme for development of any sort which would
employ 15 people, much less 500; and therefore, in
order to better his position, the Barbadian has to
go abroad. When he goes abroad, he will acquire
new skills; and if and when he should return here,
those newly acquired skills will be of some benefit
to the country. But in the meantime this impov-
erishment of the country goes on in a manner un-
paralleled in our entire history.

At the beginning of the 20th Century when
the Barbadians went to the Panama Canal, they
were paid to go. [A VOICE: By whom?] Transport
was provided for emigrants going to Cuba. Later
on, during the years of World War II, large num-
bers of people were recruited for work in Curacao,
Aruba, Bermuda and the United States’ bases in
the Caribbean, and passages were paid for them.
[Hon. R. G. MAPP : By whom?] The cost of trans-
port was refunded from the workers’ earnings. The
United Kingdom is faced with the meed for reecruit-
ment of labour, and we are providing that labour
at no cost to the British employer. These workers
who are going to Britain are just as much in demand
as the workers who went to the United States during
the last war; and they are performing services just
as vital to British industry as those which they per-
formed in American industry during the war.
Therefore, I contend that British industry should-
contribute to the cost of getting that labour there.
The only people who can ensure that, are men like the
Minister of Labour and the Labour Commissioner,
who is now there. They should endeavour to secure
contracts for all workers with the understanding
that the employers will contribute towards the cost
of their passage. If a few hundred people were
going to America looking for work or anywhere
around the West Indies, we might not have to think
of this drain on our economy; but from the time
that we began to think of emigration to England,
we suggested to the Government that ﬂley try to
get contracts for the people who are expecting to
go there. We suggested to them to lend money to
the emigrants to enable them to get there, and we
also suggested to them to endeavour to secure worlk:
under contract before the emigrants got there, They
told us that they were not lending money to every
Tom, Dick and Harry; and our answer to them was:
every Tom, Dick and Harry did not go to the United
States; but those who went were assisted with trans-
port costs because they went under contract and
their employers assisted them with transport costs.
It may well be that within the next few years this
money will begin to trickle baék into the Colony.
But what we want now is to ensure that when a
man spends $500 to render a service to British indus-
try, that industry ‘should refund, to some extent,
what it costs to get that worker there, on the ground
that he is as much rendering a service to British
industry as he is rendering a service to himself.
Therefore, in the light of my argument, to consider
the detailed functions of this office which it is pro-
posed to establish in Great Britain is purely nega-
tive in the sense that the people are already there -
and the least that you can do is to provide for them
some sort of liaison between themselves ang other
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sources; the British Government perhaps and the

Welfare Service. This however, is not enough.

There is a Department in Washington which ,

performs similar and other services for British West
Indian workers in the United States and they do
far more than that. That Depatrment keeps the
relevant Governments informed of labour conditions,
employment possibilities in various parts of the
United States and it is almost correct to say that
it assists them in securing almost every contract
under which workers from Jamaica, Barbados and
Trinidad and elsewhere went to work in the United
States.

6.45p.m.

Unless, Sir, and until this proposed liaison ser-
vice in Great Britain does the same thing, in my
opinion it shall not be fuliilling any service of any
appropriate value to the colonles concerned. Lt witl
not be justifying its existence or the money which we
will be spending on it. ‘

Jinally, I am making it as plain as I can tu the
Government that it is not enough to aliow the peopie
in this eountry to serape for money wherever they can
find it to go to England or to tell them that you will
lend them a certain amount of money 1t they can get
themselves a job. 1 say that, because when the
Minister of Labour went up to England with the
Labour Commissioner to enquire into this matter, he
coald not find work for any ome person at all, but
now he is telling the people that if they find work
before they leave they can get a loan from the Gov-
ernment. The Minister of Labour went to England
and came back like Moses with nothing in his pocket;
but he is saying to the people who want to go there,
that if they get themselves a job before hand the Gov-
ernment will lend them some money to get up there.
Let me say that from the time we activated the
Government into doing something to get the people
up to England, we had been telling them to ﬁnd
jobs for them and to get them there; and if they feel
they can sit there, and allow the people to get up
there however they can, and then to have this liaison
service discharging its duties in this manner that has
been put to us and think they are fooling other
people, they will be fooling nobody else but them-
selves. I see some of them are laughing at what I
have said. Let them continue to laugh; they are
living in a fool’s paradise. Do you mean to tell me
that if the Labour Commissioner was of such great
value as what the Minister says he is, up to now we
cannot hear of larger numbers of workers going to
Great Britain with jobs already secured for them?
Until such time, any expenses incurred under this
Head as referred to in the Resolution before us shall
also remain open to question.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, there can be
no objection in my view to the establishment of this
Welfare Liaison Service as has been proposed under
this Head. Unfortunately for me, I did not hear the
remarks of the Hon. Minister who referred to the
proposal for the first or acting Liaison Officer; but T
gather he did mention the name of the substantive
holder of the office of Labour Commissioner in this
island. I am of the view that that Department is
run extremely well now, and under a most efficient
head, and to my mind even much better than when
the substantive holder of the office was in the island;
yet, Sir, although I am quite satisfied that that office
jis being extremely well run now, I do not see the
justification for placing even in an acting eapacity
or for a short time in charge of the liaison service in
England the present Labour Commissioner of
Barbados.

T s
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Sir, not only am 1 raising objection to that
acting appointment beeause of the disfavour with
which that officer is looked upon by almost the entire
community of agricultural labourers (as they.have
told me, and as I have no doubt that they have tcld
others, that they see him too often at the tennis and
cocktail parties of the plantation owners and lecai
bourbons), but it seems to be a2 misplacement to have
a non-Barbadian as Liaison Officer when they are so
many obviously competent Barbadians to act as
Liaison Officer for those hundreds and thousands of
Barbadians who are now in England. 1 think, Mr.
Chairman, it is rather an affront to the many avail-
able Barbadians that none of them is selected for such
an appointment.

I am not saying that the appointee must be of
necessity a coloured man, but after all, the preference
should be given to suitable and eligible coloured
Barbadians if you are dealing with thousands of
coloured Barbadians. Failing that, a Barbadian is
the obvious choice. Sir, you should not take this
gentleman, who is a social conservative gentleman,
and select him as the most worthy person to be in
charge of the Welfare Liaison Service in the United,
Kingdom to help emigrants of Barbados to settle and
to find employment for those persons. Can you imag-
ine those emigrants confiding in him as they would
in you? I am not saying that you can spare the
time to go there to serve as Liaison Officer. 1 am
saying that they should not be put in the position of
having to either ignore their Liaison Officer or to
have to go to a person like Mr. Pickwoad, who wouid
obviously: be uncongenial to them to tell him of their
worries and their complexities with a view to his
rendering them assistance. If it were a question of
finding a West Indian who is already in England,
there is an obvious choice in the person of Mr.
‘‘Dick’’ Greenidge: but it may be argued that Mr.
Greenidge is getting on in years although he is sympa-
thetic to the cause of all Barbadians irrespective of
race, creed or colour, and particularly since he is
about to resign as Secretary of the West India
Society. His sound counsel and experience would
be invaluable; and owing to the fact that he has never
lost the common touch and that he can be approached
by and will give sympathetic hearing to everyone, [
am quite satisfied from all reports received from
Colonial Office that any coloured Barbadian who
knows him would certainly know one who will not fail
to regard him as a friend and fail tc regard the
sterling work of this gentleman.

I do not agree with the choice of Mr. Pickwoad
as Liaison Officer, and T trust that it was not men-
tioned: but whether it was mentioned or not I trust
that even for a day his services would not be re-
quisitioned. T trust that I have been misinformed of
this gentleman, although T may say that it is my
belief that the Labour Department is better run in his
absence by Mr. Jack,

6.55 p.m.

I have had workers telling me how much hap-
pier they are when they go to this Department
now than before this gentleman went on leave.

The Note to this Item deals with the employ-
ment and settlement of Barbadians in the United
Kingdom. 1 should like to say that apropos to
the settlement of Barbadians in the United King-
dom, it is twice on record that I have had to pro-
test against the treatment of people who are going
abroad and who apply for passports to leave this
colony. The Police are insisting that they are not
issuing passports unless people can produce their
receipts showing that they have paid their passage
money. That is acting ultra vires and it is a prac-

4
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such elementary and naive interpretation of points
which require no interpretation and which ought
to be obvious even to a sehool boy. I noticed that
the Minister dared to think that they would help
hon. members to understand better; but I am not
qui]:e sure yet whether he was being facetious or
serious.

Now, as I said before, it is not enough merely
to say that the Government of the United States
would be granted the right to exereise Jurisdiction in
eertain ecircumstances. There are what is known
as Exclusive Jurisdiction and Concurrent Jurisdic-
tion. Obviously in imatters in which the American
Government will be entitled to exercise Execlusive
Jurisdiction there can be no cause for complaint.
The only point that arises is: why should the Attor-
ney General think that no case would arise in which
the American Government will not eleet to exercise
the Jurisdiction to which it is entitled under the
Agreement. To most of us it seems elementary not
to think that, so long as it is & grave matter, the
American Government is not going to demand the
right to exercise Jurisdiction under ihe Agres-
ment. I, therefore, feel that the House should make
our position perfectly clear by means of additional
stipulations with regard to the conditions under

which the United States Government will operate-

under this lease or acquired territory in order to
preserve all the rights of the people of this country
and in order to ensure that no unfair advantage
ig taken of the population whatsoever. I am not at
all insinuating that "American Jurisprudence does
not compare favourably with British Jurispru-
dence, nor am I suggesting that natives will not be
entitled to similar protection under either form cf
justice. But as a West Indian I cannot forget what
has happened elsewhere in the West Indies, and 1
must express the hope that similar occurrences will
not take place here.

It should still be fresh in the minds of the
public of Barbados how, not so long ago, a Naval
Court of Enquiry acquitted a U.S. Naval rating for
shooting an old fisherman in the back of a British
territory in Trinidad. While one is willing to admit
that in British or any other form of justice it is
possible to have a misearriage of justice yet one is
justified, I think, in endeavouring to ensure before
hand, that little possibility exists for these mis-
carriages of justice. [Mr. BRANCKER: We have
that every day in the Court of Appeal.]

Now I want to suggest a certain amendment to
the Reply. The Reply reads as follows:—

‘The House of Assembly have the honour to ack-
nowledge the receipt of Your Excellency’s Message
No. 25/1955 dated 20th September relative to the
desire of the United States of America to establish
in this island an Oceanographic Research Station.

The House approve in principle, for the concur-
rence by the Government of Barbados in the con-
clusion betweer the Governments of the TUnited
Kingdom and the United States of America of an
agreement along the lines set out in paragraph two
of Your Excelleney’s Message and for the submis-
sion of such legislation as may be required to give
effect to its provision.”’

Now I want to add a third paragraph to that
Reply which reads as follows: ‘‘The House is further
of the opinion that possession of fire arms by foreign
nationals outside the leased areas should be forbid-
den.”’

Mr. SPEAKER: Onutside the site is better, I
think.

40 p.m.

Mr. CRAWEFORD: (b) That the functions and
activities of foreign nationals should be strictly
Limited to the purposes for which the Research
Station is to be established; and that in no circum-
stances should such foreign nationals interfere with
or participate in any industrial or political dispute
outside the area. _

(¢) That the courts of justice in this island
shall have jurisdiction over foreign nationals em-
ployed or stationed within the area proposed to be
leaged.

(d) That persons lawfully in the said area
although subject to such military regulations as may
be imposed shall not be subjected to any racial dis-
criminations separation or segregation similar to
those imposed upon people of colour in the Southern
States of America.

(e) That the usual method of selecting
juries irom local Jury Lists shall be insisted mpon
m trials of foreign nationals for indictable offences:

“I'here is one other point which I would like to
mention in passing and it is that in the construction
of this station, local labour should be employed
wherever possible, and that the wages paid ‘and
working hours need not conform to those existing
Tocally. I want to make my position perfectly clear;
whether we are a colony or whether we are complete-
iy self-governing, I should be in complete agreement
with the utilisation by Great Britain or any of her
Allies of any part of this country which might be
necessary for the protection of the Allies’ cause. If
we were a self-governing West Indian nation we
would naturally be able to demand some sort of re-
ciproeity in the granting of these rights and privil-
eges to a foreign country even although that coun-
try might be an ally. The fact that we were self-
governing would not mean, of course, that we could
not enter into an agreement of this sort because, so
iar as I know, the same agreements, for instance.
which existed between the United States of America
and the Philippines before the Philippines got self-
covernment and independence still apply. But I
say that my apprehensions are based purely on
events which I have seen transpired in similar cir-
crumstances elsewhere in the West Indies; and with
the best will in the world, with the most humane
sort of (Government, in the final analysis, the laws
or the interpretation of laws, depends in the main
on the people who are administering them. Tha
United States of America might have the most demo-
cratic Government in the world. but the administra-
tion of justice in a particular area in a foreiom
territorv might be conditioned not so much bv the
broad prineciple of Americen Government as bv some
person who is in charge of the base.

That is why a community, constituted as we are
— I speak racially — has got to ensure that there
rmust be no misunderstanding about the democratic
rights and privileges of the natives of this country;
and because we are without arms, and defenceless,
we must not be left entirely at the merey of people
within our gates, who possess armg and what not.
I believe that every right-thinking American would
agree with any safeguard we apply as regards these
rights and privileges because he would demand no
less for himself. [Cheers.]

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, it is
difficult for someone to second the amendments which
have been proposed because they are very long. There
zre one or two points which I have before me. I do
not know if Your Honour will grant us the favour
of having these amendments typed.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Is the honourable member
seconding the amendments? He will have to do
that in order to carry on. the debate.

10.00 p.m.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: 1 do not know if Your
Honour will allow the seconding of the amendments
for the sake of discussion. I am seconding the
amendments with the reservation of further amend-
ing them. If I cannot do that with reservation then
I do not second them.

Mr. Speaker, while you are awaiting the typed
copy of the honourable member’s amendments to
the Reply, 1 could perhaps proceed to express my
opinion, on the matter generally. 1 think this is a
matter of very great importance. We have listened
tc the speech of the Hon. Minister of Social Services
2nd we have had some time to think on it. My col-
league is of the opinion that we should postpone the
matter; but I do not think there is much for us to
disagree with; because in a inatter of this sort I
think the question resolved itself largely into one of
courtesy. As the honourable senior member for St.
Philip has said, in any matter which would assist
the United States of America and the United King-
dom in coming together against a common enemy,
we in Barbados and those of us in this Chamber
would dlways be willing to render whatever assist-
ance we can. It has been explained to us that this
iz one of the things which would be a guide in many
scientific ways for the Allied Powers (if I may be
allowed to use that term) and therefore there is not
mwuch to say from the layman’s point of view. 1
think that from the layman’s point of view we can
say that everything would be done to ensure there
should be no misunderstanding by any Americans
who may be taken from that part of the Tnited
States where there is not that harmonious relation-
ship between Negroes and White people. We
should like to get a better understanding of the
likely attitude of the Americans towards us and
also that our point of view on this particular
aspect of the matter should be clearly understood
by the Amiericans; because when you come from a
place like that, there may be some definite misunder-
standing at some time or other and therefore it is
well that we express our views here this afternoon:
and in whatever reply we make these things should
he clearly set out.

One of the questions I should like to ask the
Hon. Minister of Social Services is this: on the last
occasion (I am speaking subject to correction) he
said that there was some misunderstanding of a
lease between the owners of the land (I think it is at
Harrisons) and the U.S. Government; and that there
was also an understanding that after the buildings
were put up and the United States Government had
decided not to carry on any longer, the Barbados
. Government would be given the option of taking
them over before anybody else.

Am I to understand that those same conditions
¢obtain today or that since the Hon. Minister has
spoken the position has changed? Is there any
truth in the rumour that the Barbados Government
is now negotiating the purchase of this land in
spite of the lease by the United States Govern-
ment ¢

Now as to the amendments I do not think we
need waste any time on these. The honourable
senior member has suggested that ‘‘the House is
further of the opinion that the possession of fire arms
by foreign nationals should be forbidden.”’

Now I quite . appreciate what the honourable
member is getting at; but I do not like it put that

{protection.

way. ‘o say the possession of fire arms should be
forbidden by foreign nationals when you pass a
reply to a Message like this is something which
really 1 cannot subscribe to. The position is this:
vou have foreign nationals here. Why are you going
to say that 500 or 50 attached to the United States
Government or the United States Military Authority
should not be allowed to ecarry guns? ‘hat will

“operate against other Canadians or Americans com-
"ing in here and living. As I said just now, I know
‘what the honourable member is driving at. His
“amendments states: ‘‘the House are of the opinion
- that the possession of fire arms outside. the areas
-proposed to be released should be forbidden. I
think what the honourable member means is ‘‘unless-

they hold the license from the proper authority.’’

If it is the practice in the United States that on the.
particular area you can earry fire arms but that you.

are not allowed to carry fire arms outside the area
unless you possess a licence from the necessary au-
thorities, then, to me, that would present a means of
overcoming the difficulties. But I do not know if
the honourable member is prepared to put that in
his amended paragraph. If that is what the hon-
ourable member means why does he say ‘‘foreign
nvationals?’’ The honourable member must have in-
tended to diseriminate if he says ‘“foreign nationals’’.
1 cannot subseribe to the idea that foreign nationals
are not to carry firearms. If you say that the base
personnel should not be allowed to carry fire arms
outside the area, then I agree. A foreign mational

is entitled to live here under the laws of this country

and to have a Ticence to carry firearms for his own

of ““foreign nationals.”’

'10.10 p.m.

‘When you say, ‘‘foreign nationals” that is dis-
crimination. All of us should agree that there is

-no reason why they should be walking about Bridge-

town with revolvers. I come now to amendment
(b). Tt reads as follows:.—

‘““That the functions and aectivities of foreign
nationals should be strictly limited to the purposes
for which the Research Station is to be established;
and that in no circumstances should foreign nationals
interfere with or participate in any industrial or
political dispute outside the area.”’

The honourable member when he spoke did not
elaborate on this part of the matter. I am wonder-
ing if he can just give me some more information on
this matter. Is it that the function and activity
should be strictly limited to the purpose for which
a Research Station should be established? And that
ir no ecirecumstances should such foreign nationals
jnterfere with or participate in any industrial or
political dispute outside of the area?

‘What I would like to say to the honourable sen-
ior member for St. Philip who moved this amend-
ment is that if he is going to use it, he should cut
cut the first paragraph and go straight to the point.
Paragraph 3 should be as follows:—

“‘that in no circumstances should such based
personnel interfere with or participate in any indus-
trial or political dispute outside the area.”’

T think that would cover the whole point khe
honourable member wants to make. I canmnot vote
for that amendment as it stands; it is too wide, and
[ would suggest to the honourable member to delete
the first part . [A VOICE: You have seconded
the motion, yet you are making another motion.] I
made it quite clear that T was seconding it for tHhe
sake of discussion.

T would say ‘“base personnel’’ instead’

Ne
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Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is
offering his suggestions.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I am suggesting that
ihe first part of paragraph 3 should be deleted, and
that the last part remain. In other words what the
mover of the amendment wants to say is that if you
have a political or industrial dispute nobody here
should be able to call out the military at that Station.

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 accept that.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: It goes on to say at
( c) —

‘“That the courtg of justice in this island shall
have jurisdiction over foreign nationals employed
or stationed within the area proposed to be leased.’’

As T have said, where the words ‘‘foreign
nationals’’ occur, the words ‘‘stationed personnel’’
should be used instead.

Now, I think the honourable senior member for
St. George should be able to enlighten us on this
Inatter: are we replying to an Addresg suggesting
something which would be in contravention of
national code or law when we reply according to
amendment (¢)? I would like to hear some author-
ity on that. I do not pretend to know anything on
it; I am just seeking advice; but reading through
what the learned Attorney General has sent iny here
it would appear so to me. Let me give you an idea
of what I mean. You have a personnel of two
hundred or three hundred persong employed on that
35 acres of leased land. Someone there commits an
offence against the person. It seems to me that a
Barbadian would feel infinitely better to have jus-
tice administered in the traditional way in which
he has been accustomed to than to have it adminis-
tered in a foreign way. I am asking for guidance

_ip this interpretation and unless I am told otherwise,

1 am prepared to vote for this amendment as put
by the honourable senior member for St. Philip.
From what the learned Attorney General has writ-
ten to say, in paragraph 3, it appears as if it ean
happen with a certain amount of reservation there-
fore I agree with the amendment by the honourable
genior member for St. Philip; I am only waiting to
hear what the Hon, Minister or the honourable senior
member for St. George has to say on it.

10.20 p.m.

Paragraph (d) of these amendments says this:
‘““That persons lawfully in the said area although
sul,jeet to such military regulations as may be im-
posed shall not be subjected to any racial diserimina-
tion separation or segregation similar to those im-
nosed upon people of colour in the Southern States
of Awmerica.”’

I think that that amendment make the position
very clear, and I would be very unkind to myself and
to my own. convietion if I did not support that par-
ticular amendment. Some people might think that
that amendment is superfluous but I think I would
be unkind to myself if I did not support it. When
this base has been established here you must abide
by the Regulations; as long as you are lawfully there
vou must abide by the Regulations. Before I would
vote for the deletion of this particular paragraph I
would vote against the entire reply to His Excellency
the Governor.

Paragraph (¢) says: ‘“That the usual method of
selecting juries from local Jury Lists shall be insis-
ted upon in trials of foreign nationals for indictable
oftences.”’

T do not think the honourable member has made
the position quite clear as to that amendment. How-
ever I shall listen to hear him on that amendment
because T am somewhat confused over it. Paragraph

(e) deals with the Courts of Justice. To be honest,
while 1 agree with the honourable member i ao not
think that (e¢) or (e) is really necessary. I do not
think that the trial of foreign nationgls by the
Courts is necessary. However as 1 have already
mentioned I am voting for (d) in any circumstances.

Mr. Speaker, after the necessary deletions and
insertions, the amended paragraph reads as follows:

3. (a) The House is further of the opinion that
the possession of fire arms by ‘‘foreign nationals”’
outside the area proposed to be leased should be for-
bidden.

(b) That the functions and activities of
““foreign nationals’’ should be strictly limited to
the purposes for which the Research Station is to be
established; and that in no circumstances shoula
such foreign nationals interfere with or participate
in any industrial or political dispute outside the
area.

(¢) That the Courts of justice in this island
shall have jurisdiction over ‘‘foreign nationals”
employed or stationed within the area proposed to
be leased.

(d) That persons lawfully in the said area
although subject to such military regulations as
may be imposed shall not be subjected to any racial
diseriminations separation or segregation similar to
those imposed upon people of colour in the Southern
States of America.

(e) That the usual method of selecting ju-
ries from local Jury Lists shall be insisted upon in
trials of ‘‘foreign nationals’’ for indictable offences.

I therefore have much pleasure in seconding
the amendment as moved by the honourable senior
memkber for St. Philip which, I hope will be accepted.
I also hope that his views on this matter and hig
experience, not only in Barbados but also in Trini-
dad and the United States will be appreciated and
accepted. It is merely as I said before, a Reply to a
Message ; but it expresses the view of this Chamber,
making it clear that while we appreciate, and will
do everything to facilitate and assist the United
States and United Kingdom in doing everything to
combat the common foe, we must still preserve our
individuality and let it be known to the people who
have been living here for many years.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, the honourable«
member cannot second- an amendment and at the
same time make an amendment.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I have
done no such thing. All T have done is that when
you pointed out to me at the beginning that the
honourable member could make the

Mr. SPEAKER: There is nothing irregular at
all about what the honourable member has done.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Thank you Sir. Some
people seem to get stupid overnight.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the first matter
which I should like to draw to Your Honour's atten-
tion is the fact that in the colony of Barbados there
are only in existence the magnificent number of
three or four copies of the Letters Patent and
Royal Instructions. I doubt very muech that there
are four members of this Chamber who have ever
had the privilege of reading something which is
the key stone of our Constitution and the founda-
tion of our practice in matters of this kind. There
is certainly not a copy of the Royal Instruections
and Letters Patent of the House of Assembly in
Barbados. The homourable junior member for the
City owes the seeret of his success as a Parliamen
tarian to the faet that he is the only member of
the House in possession of a copy of the Letters
Patent which he is safeguarding with the diligence
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of the guardian in Hades. I am not suggesting that
my learned friend is consigned to the Nether Regions.

I should like to draw the attention of the House
to the fact that there are certain matters that ace
exclusively reserved to the United Kingdom Parlia-
ment. The honourable senior member for St. Thomas
who is now gracing the Ministerial Bench, seemed
to agree with this opinion of the 5th February,
1952

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the honourable member
referring to the Minister of Social Services?

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I am referring to
the Minister of Labour; he is a mystery. The
member for St. Thomas illustrated by a very in-
teresting debate that he was also of that opinion. I
should like to draw the attention of the members of
the House to the fact that the background of this
Agreement which we are discussing here tonight is
contained in an Address to His Excellency the
Governor re the Exchange of Notes. ‘‘Message No
3/1952 dated 8th January, 1952 relating to the ex-
change of Notes between the United Kingdom Gov-
ernment and the United States Government.”’
{Nothing to do with the Barbados Government at
all.) The reply stated that: ‘“The House agree in
principle to the exchange of new Notes between the
United Kingdom Government and the United States
Government.’” This was signed by no less a person
than Your Homnour.

In the debate on the Exchange of Notes be-
tween the United Kingdom Government and the
United States Government, our Good Neighbour, 1
pointed out certain provisions or stipulations, 1
should say, in the terms of the agreement itself
which, at that very early date I anticipated would
have repercussions in this colony both of a military,
social and economic nature. The Message at that
time stated that the main points of the United States
Note are: ‘‘record of earlier agreement and ad-
herence to general principle in the act of strengthen-
ing the security of the free world.”’

You notice the temor, Mr. Speaker. ‘‘Agree-
ment to join in promoting world peace, to take any
action which may be mutually agreed upon to elim-
inate tension and fulfil military obligations which
may have been assumed by treaty with the United
States, To make practical contributions to our own
and the free world’s defence. to take reasonable
measures to develop defence capacity and to ensure
that American aid is properly used.”

I do not want to go into all the clauses, but
before the question is put. T should like to say that
the Message is a rather long one and perhaps we
were not fully conversant with it before it was in-
troduced into the House. However, I did point
out (certainly a proper copy of the Letters
Patent itself was not within the province of the
Chamber), that after the off-hand manner in which
the West Indian Governments were treated after
the war, flush decks, in the sense of the flush decks
of the Hoyle destroyers, which were in contra- dis-
tinction to cut-away decks, were introduced for the
different bases in the West Indies; a matter in which
we were not consulted and against which protest was
recorded by - responsible citizens within the West
Indian area.

10.40 p.m.

It does seem that a new constitutional stage had
been reached in the relationship between metropoli-
tan countries and dependent territories when we
were eonsulted and asked to eoncur in this exchange
of notes between the United States and the United
Fingdom Governments on Friday 26, 1952; there-
fore, although directly speaking, His Excellency
the Governor need not consult us at all in this mat-

ter, the precedent was already established as early
as 1952. That precedent was the outcome of criti-
cisms against the uni-lateral agreement by the late
leader of the British Conservative Party.

I may also point out that Ameriea is our neigh-
bour and the United States of America is anxious to
be a good neighbour of these colonies; but even at
tiis late day when the ground has been cleared for
direet action, aid and participation in the economic
well-being of the under-developed Caribbean colo-
nies through the Mutual Security Act which relates
back to the Point Four Programme, we do not find
that that Aet has made any direct impact on the
‘West Indian colonies and in 1952 (I am going back-
wards and forwards to draw my analogy) we were
prepared to mortgage our future and that of our
children. To be clear, we would like to know what
the Mutual Security Aect means to Barbados in
terms of hard cash. '

Sir, I feel that at every turn we have been sort
of tied down and frustrated and fettered, by the
anxiety of our own Mother Country not to let
Ameriean economy make itself to be of any great
impact on the West Indian people because for so
long there has been these cases of neglect in these
British colonies that the British feel that these colo-
nies would turn from the quarter from which their
help comes and from which they looked for help
in the first half of the 20th century, if the American
economy were to make itself felt in these parts.
Here it is, we have this proviso in 1952, and three
years later we have this invitation of the Legisla-
ture of Barbados to signify its approval to the leas-
ing of this land for an Oceancgraphic Station; so
you ean see it was not so insignificant as some people
would have liked to think at that time, but that it
has bad repercussions on our future both from a
military and economic point of view. In the three
vears that has elapsed, all that we have is the mani-
festation of the military exchange of notes in this
important agreement; we do not have the economic
impact for which we have so long hoped and which
we had been told to expect. It would seem to me,
therefore, Mr Speaker, that there is another signifi-
cant departure in this agreement. My recollection
is that when the Hon. Minister of Social Services
first introduced this particular Address in the
Chamber, it was indicated at that time that the
area of land wanted for the purpose was going to be
acquired directly by the United States Government.
I do not know that he was misinformed at that par-
ticular time.

Mr. Speaker left the Chaér and the Deputy
Speaker took the Chair.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I was saying before Your
Honour took the Chair that when this Address was
first brought before the House by the Hon. Minister
of Social Services, the House was given the impres-
sion that the area of land was going to be acquired
directly by the United States Government. I can
very well see that honourable members have much
the very same feeling as I entertained at that par-
ticular time when I opined to myself that here was
a foreign Government acquiring territory in Barba-
dos with all the iniquities that would go with extra-
territoriality.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 should point out -
to the hon, member that paragraph 2 of the Message
states very distinetly that the United Kingdom Gov-
ernment is going to acquire the site.

Mr. BARROW: If you will reflect, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, you will remember when this Address was
first introduced (I do not mean at this particular
sitting of the House) we were given the impression
that the land was going to be purchased directly
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by the United States Government. Now, it would ap-
pear that the United Kingdom Government in defer-
ence to the protest of West Indian statesmen have
adopted the advice and they themselves intend to
take active part in the particular scheme to pur-
chase land from the property owners in Barbados
and in turn to lease it or lend it to the United States
Government.

In this particular respect it would appear that
these fears which were attendant on the proposition
that the land would have been acquired directly by
the United States Government would no longer be
tenable, because the principal of extra-territoriality
would no longer apply; therefore, while 1 entirely
agree with the lot of amendments suggested by the
Lon. senior member for St. Philip, I do consider
that they serve to indicate a eclear expression of
the hopes of the people of Barbados against eertain
iniquitous practices which the other islands of the
‘West Indies experienced during the last World War
rather than the effective change or alteration of the
contract which already exists between the Unitedl
Kingdom Government and the United States Gov-
ernment. It would appear to me that all we need
to say is that the United States personnel servinz
i+ Barbados should be subjected to the Laws of
the Land except in those matters which are relevant
to the military jurisdiction of the United States
Army or Navy.

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, when we come to
examine the Notes and the provisions relating to the
agreement, they are extremely involved, outrageous
and irrelevant; anyone who has the slightest ae-
guaintance with constitutional law or private or
ynblic international law or any conflict of laws
knows that you ean never have only an exclusive
and concurrent jurisdiction; there must be always
the third by implication, because you must have
two exclusive and one concurrent. I think, T point-
ed that out when we discussed the S.C.A.C. or Rane+
Report that all Legislatures must have three juris-
dictions and not two; because you must have one
exclusive to the other two. If you only recognise
two, it means that the United States Government
has exclusive jurisdiction and we have concurrent
jurisdietions in other matters with the United S_tat.es
Government ; but in other matters we have no juris-
diction, and that is nonsense.

10.50 p.m. .

While I entirely endorse the expression of sen
timents made by the hon. senior member f.o‘r tha
City and the hon. senior member for St. Philip, at
the same time in view of the Letters Patent, the
nature of this agreement itself, the faet that we
really have no say in the matter, the fact that we
admire the United States (there is no American
democracy beyond the Mason-Dixon Line) the fact
that we have a demoecratic ideology — in view of all
those facts, I do not think we need have any fear
that in these enlightened days, we may get any
wild west exhibitions. I do not think we need have
any fear about people walking about lynching Bar
badians or anything of that kind. We must rely on
the good sense of the people who will be our guests
and we will also have to rely on the natural pro-
pensity of the average Barbadian to protect ifs
members. It will be our duty to see that our rights
are in no way encroached upon.

If we try to be too specific in this matter, we
will find ourselves tied down to stipulation and
interpretation which would be an inhibiting factor
against the freedom of action of both parties. At
the same time, since we have taken the trouble to
express all the things which, we think, one’s in
genuity can devise in the sphere of human relation

ships, we may have left out other things which may
be more important and which would certainly fetter
the exercise between Party and Party and Govern
ment and Government in these exchanges of justice
and goodwill.

The only deficiency in this matter is the Report
of the Select Committee: that Select Committee was
comprised of three members — the Chairman of
Committees, the hon. junior member for St. John
and the Minister of Social Services. I think that
thig is an imposition. You have a Select Committee
to embody in the Message some expression that we
look forward for historical and geographical reasons
to the aid and help of the United States Govern:
ment, espeeially in matters of security. I am not
in any way being disloyal to the Throne when I say
that most of us in time of national emergency losk
naturally to the West rather than to the East. Qur
neighbours are in a better position to come to our
aid — a fact which seems to be universally recog-
nised today—than the Home Fleet tied up in Scapa
Flow. I would like to see some expression of our ties
with American democracy and the terms expressed
in 1952 will find some tangible expression in Bar-
kados in the form of economic and technical aid.

This is not a formal amendment, but I hope
that the Minister of Social Services will put some-
thing like that in this Reply. Since we have been
called in on a high diplomafic level, I would cer
tainly like some phrase or expression of the kind
which I have enunciated to be inserted in the Reply
to this Message from His Excellency the Governor
and the other Party to this Agreement, the Presi.
dent of the United States of America.

Mr. TUDOR: I am unfortunately in the very
dangerous position in this House of having been
a member of the Select Committee which was
appointed to consider the Reply to His Excellency’s
Message, and in not having attended when the
Committee held its meeting. I see here that the Com.
mittee held a meeting on Tuesday, the 27th Sep-
tember, 1955, at 2.30 p.m. when the following
members were present, namely: the Minister of
Social Services, the Chairman of Commitiees and
the hon. junior member for St. John. At no time
did T receive a summons for a meeting of this Com-
mittee, [A MEMBER: Shame!] and I should not
have thought that 2.30 o’clock in the afternoon
before this House is due to meet, is a fit and proper
time to call a meeting of the Seleet Committes to
consider so important a matte=.

11.00 p.m.

] That they have done it that way is a forceful
instance of, not only their careless attitude towards
it, but also it has not been borne in mind that they
were dealing with matters of importance. I have
been told that when the Committee and their mem-
bers were considering drafting the Reply they were
not in possession of a copy of the Message. That
again shows the cavalier manner in which they did
their business. [A VOICE: Who told you that?] If
any more evidence were needed of the slicht manner
in which they embarked upon this business, that
would supply it.

Now Mr. Speaker, I have listened with interest
to the debate as it has proceeded so far and T am
not ashamed to say that I have learned a lot. When
the hon. senior member for St. Philip was speaking
I listened to him with interest and I, personally,
regretted that I had not been able to sit on that
Committee because, certainly the amendment whick
he made on racial discrimination would have been
one upon which T would have insisted. We have
just listened, too, to the hon. senior member for Si.
George who has brought a wealth of knowledge to
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bear upon a subject of which we are all ignorant.
I am taking a rather different line of argument
although I propose to speak in support of the amend-
wment. It so happens that I represent the constitu-
ency in which all this wonderful development is to
take place, and I dare not conceal my pleasure that
it i3 St. Luey that is getting such benefits. But be-
cause of that I am even more concerned that the
arrangements shall work as smoothly as possible and
that, over and above everything else, there should
be opportunities of ample employment and economie
prosperity for the people of that constituency
[VOICES: Hear! Hear!] I look forward therefore
tc the coming of the Americans and even more so
to the coming of the American Currency. The noise
of it has been spread abroad in my constitueney and
they are awaiting it with eagerness. However, there
are certain aspects of it, Mr. Deputy Speaker, which
we in St. Lucy find very disquieting, and I dare
say that an opportunity will be found later to let
us know the rights and wrongs of the matter. We
are not yet certain whether it will be the Barbadian
Government which will first aequire the territory
to be leased and then make its own arrangements
with the Americans through the British Government,
or whether the Americans themselves will deal direct-
ly (if this is possible) with the owners of the pro-
posed site. There is an ugly rumour going around
that the Government itself foresee that the Ameri-
cans might possibly surrender the base or give up
the lease after a certain number of years, and the
Government itself will have to secure for future
generations, shall we say, the benefits of a well
developed site by acquiring the whole plantation by
compulsory purchase; so that in that case the owner
would be putting through the deal. When legisla-
tion comes before the House, doubtless, the Hon.
Minister of Communications, who knows everything,
will tell us all about it; but until that time we can
only just mention the speculations and the rumours
which are troubling most people.

Quite a lot has been said about the impact which
might be made by Americans on Caribbean society
as we know it in Barbados. There is no doubt that
genuine alarm is felt due to certain disquieting
features of American life which, according to public
report, we find not to our liking. I think that in
fairness to the Americans I am bound to state that
those disquieting features find no place among all
that iz best in American life and society. Of course
the recent efforts of the Americans deserve our praise
and support and we should not withhold that praise
where it is due.

On the other hand there have been equally dis-
quieting features. But I want to emphasise that
while of course, there may be genuine alarm over
sertain features of American life: yvet we need mnot
be too unduly alarmed because the American Gov-
ernment are well aware of the pattern of life in
Barbados and thev would mnot willingly inject at
their risk an element which would upset the peace-
ful pattern of loecal life. They would be, T think,
alert enouch to know that in such imoortant matters
as the choice of versonnel and management of their
bases here in the West Indies, they should seek to
choose such personnel as would be in sympathy with
the West Indian customs and not find it difficult to
live in a society where there was an almost complete
absence of racial antagonism.

On these matters, which quite probably fall
within the jurisdiction of the United Kinedom Gov-
ernment T cannot afford to speak; because my knowl-
edge both of Anglo-American agreements and the
technicalities of the subjeet is necessarily limited.
But in passing T cannot but give praise, I think. to
the United Kingdom Government for what seems
to me to be the unprecedented step it is taking to

actually inform us of the agreement. It has not
heen suggested, even by the most violent Barbadian
nationalists that we are a sovereign state: and there-
fore we are not in a position to make treaties with
the other Governments. However. we are aware of
the fact that the British Government has seen fit
to tell us what it proposes to do in their Treaty with
the TInited States and to seek our concurrence in
the matter.

11.10 p.m.

So far, Mr. Deputy Speaker, as the Law Courts
are concerned, I take it that before the Agreement
is fully signed the matter of jurisdietion wiil be
carefully gone into, and that the poini so clearly
made by the hon. senior member for St. George that
they must of necessity be three jurisdictions be
borne in mind. The only thing that disturbs me
is the Note which the Hon. Attorney General has
sent here for our guidance as to the nature of the
Concurrent and Exclusive Jursdiction and thewr
application to different cases. "The point that wor-
vise me is that I suspeet that the American and
British Interpretations do not agree. ¥or instanca.
I know in England that treason wust be continuous,
and it is not enough to discern a single treasonable
act, and call it treason. I do nut think that is the
American view. From my reading of American
Trials of Treason, there is divergence of opinion on
that, and although I do not think that such cases
will arise, yet I think it is well before we made this
legal agreement that we look into {hese matters
and see that they are made as clearly as possible
so that they will be no wrangling on the other side.

So far, Mr. Deputy Speaker, as the point by
the hon. senior member for St. Philip goes about
the danger of a Naval Base or any Base we are
making here, I am not really too alarmed about the
alleged danger, because I do not think if another
War comes it would need the establishment or tha
existence of a Base anywhere to make that parti-
cular place vulnerable. One mever knows what will
happen. However, I am of such a happy frame cf
mind that I take comfort in the fact that since w=
all are going into the next world soon it does not
really matter if we go from a Hydrogen Bomb or
rot. 1 do not think we need worry over such mat-
ters. I feel we are not in any more danger by the
establishment of any Base here. Secondly, recent
developments in  international affairs have taken a
turn for the better, and if President Eisenhower’s
“Open Skies” policy is followed by the Russians,
who knows that perhaps in a few months we will
see Premier Bulganin and Marshal Krushchev here
inspecting some parts of the Lighthouse at Har-
rison’s Point, St. Lucy as they will do under the
Agreement to look at each other’s installation. and
=ach other’s secret wtapons I think that is a
good thing and nothing at all to be deplored. So.
Sir, on the whole, apart from the few reservations
which T have, principally, on the racial issue and
other matters which have to be looked into by those
competent to do it, I welcome the fact that there is
going to be such an establishment as an Oceanogra-
phic Station in the parish of St. Lucy. I therefore
associate myself with the reply to the Governor’s
Message as amended by the hon. senior member for
St. Philip.

(Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair and
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair.)

The question that the words proposed to be
added stand part was put and resolved in the mega-
tive the House dividing as follows —

Ayes : Mr. Lewis, Mr. BARROW, Mr. CRAWFORD,
Mr. E. D. MotrTLEY, Mr. Tupor and Mr. ALLDER.—6.

B 3
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Noes : Mr. Smita, Hon. Dr. Cummins, Hon.
M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E, TaLma, Hon. R. G. Mapp, Mr.
Houper, Mr. BrRYAN, and Mr. MiLLER.—S8.

11.20 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that this
Address do now pass. Hon. members in favour of
that will please say ‘‘Aye’’, those against will please
say ‘“No”’. 1T think the ‘“Ayes’’ have it. I ask the
Hon. Minister of Social Services to present this
Address to His Excellency the Governor.

Hon. Dr, H. G. H. CUMMINS : As Your Hon-
our pleases.

SELECT COMMITTEE DISCHARGED

Mr. SPEAKER : I have the honour to dis-
charge the Seleect Committee appointed to consider

and draft a reply to His Excellency’s Message No.
19/55 relating to the formation of a West India
Regiment.

ADJOURNMENT

The Order Paper having been fired.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : I beg to move
that this House do now adjourn until this day week
Tuesday, 1st November, 1955, at 8 o’clock p.m.

Hon. M. E. COX : T beg to second that.

The question that this House do mow adjourn
until this day week, Tuesday, 1st November, 1955,
at 3 o’clock p.m., was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned
the House accordingly. :

11.30 p.m.




X

R N e,




-

OCTOEER 25, 1955

1665

such elementary and naive interpretation of points
which require no interpretation and which ought
to be obvious even to a school boy. I noticed that
the Minister dared to think that they would help
hon. members to understand better; but I am not
qu1te sure yet whether he was bemg facetious or
serious.

Now, as I said before, it is not enough merely
to say that the Government of the United States
would be granted the right to exercise J urisdiction in
certain circumstances. There are what is known
as Exclusive Jurisdiction and Concurrent Jurisdic-
tion. Obviously in matters in which the Americaun
Government will be entitled to exercise Exclusive
Jurisdiction there can be no cause for complaint.
The only point that arises is: why should the Attor-
ney General think that no case would arise in wnich
the American Government will not elect to exercise
the Jurisdiction to which it is entitled under the
Agreement. To most of us it seems elementary not
to think that, so long as it is a grave matter, the
American (fovernment is not going to demand the
right to exercise Jurisdiction under .ihe Agrea-
ment. I, therefore, feel that the House should make
our position perfectly clear by means of additiona}
stipulations with regard to the conditions under
which the United States Government will operate
under this lease or acquired territory in order to
preserve all the rights of the people of this country
and in order to ensure that no unfair advantage
is taken of. the populatlon whatsoever. I am not at
all inginuating that American Jurisprudence does
not compare favourably with British Jurispru-
dence, nor am I suggesting that natives will not be
entltled to similar protection under either form cf
justice. But as a West Indian I canmnot forget what
has happened elsewhere in the West Indies, and |
must express the hope that similar occurrences will
not take place here.

It should still be fresh in the minds of the
public of Barbados how, not so long ago, a Naval
Court of Enquiry acquitted a U.S. Naval rating for
shooting an old fisherman in the back of.a British
territory in:Trinidad. - While one is willing to admit
that in British or. any other form of justice it is
possible to have a miscarriage of justice yet one is
justified, I. think, in endeavouring to ensure before
hand, that little possibility exists for .these . mis-
carriages of JllStl(‘,e [Mr. BRANCKER: We have
that every day in the Court of Appeal.]

Now I want to suggest a certain amendment to
the Reply. The, Reply reads as follows:—

MThe House of Assembly have the honour to ack-
nowledge the receipt of Your Excellency’s Message
No. 25/1955 dated 20th September relative to the
desire of the United States of Amerieca to establish
in this island an Oceanographic Research Station.

.The House, approve in principle, for the concur-
rence by the Government .of Barbados in the con-
clusion .- betweer the Governments of the . United
ngdom and- the. United States of America of an
agreement along the lines set, ont in paragraph two
uf Your, Excellency’s Message and for the submis-
sion of, ‘such legmlatlon as may be . reqtured to glve
‘effect to. its provision.’

Now I want to add a third paragraph to that

. Reply, vy]:ueh reads as follows ““The House is further

of the opinion-that possession of fire arms by foreign
nationals outside the leased areas should be forbid-

“den.”’

.Mr.. SPEAKER: Outside the site is better, I
think.
040 p.m.

Mr. CRAWEFORD: (b) That the functions and
activities of foreign nationals should be strictly
Limited to the purposes for which the Research
Station is to be established ; and that in no eircum-
stances should such forelgn nationals interfere with
or participate in any industrial or pohtlcal dlspute
outside the area.

(¢) That the courts of justice in this island
shall have Junsdwtlon over forelgn nationals em-
ployed or stationed within the area _proposed to be
leased.

(d) That persons lawfully in the said area
although subject to, such military regulatlons as may
be imposed shall not be subjected to any racial dis-
crlmmatmns separat,lon or segregatlon sxm1lar to;

States of Amemca

(e) That the usual method of selectiug
juries from local Jury Lists shall pe insisted upon
m trials of foreign nationals for indictable offences.

‘There is one other point which I would like.to
mention in passing and it is that in the construction
of this station, local labour should be employea
wherever possible, and that the wages paid and
working hours need not conform to those existing
Tocally. 1 want to make my position perfectly clear;
whether we are a colony or whether we are complete-
iy self-governing, I should be in complete agreement
with the utilisation by Great Britain or any of her
Allies of any part of this country which might be
necessary for the protection of the Allies’ cause. If
we were a self-governing: West Indian nation we
would naturally. be able to demand some sort of re-
¢iproeity in the granting of these rights and privil-
eges to a foreign country even although that coun-
try might be an ally. The fact that we were sélf-

‘governing would not mean, of course, that we could

not enter into an agreement of this sort because, so
far as I know, the same agreements, for instance.
v,hleh existed between the United States of America

'and the Phlhpplnes before the Philippines got self-

covernment and independence still apply. But I
say that my apprehensions are based purely oh
events which I have seen transpired in similar cir-
cumstances elséwhere in the West Indies; and with
the best will in the world, with the most humane

sort of Government, in the final analysis, the laws

or the interpretation of laws, depends in the main
on the people who - are administering them. Tha
United States of . America might have the most demo-
cratic Government in the world. but the administra-
tion of justice in a particular area in a foreion
territory might. be. conditioned not so much bv the
broad prineciple of Ameriean Government as bv sorae
person who ig in charge of the base.

That is why a community, constituted as we are
— I speak racially — has got to ensure that there
must be no misunderstanding about the democratic
rights and privileges of the natives of this country;
and because we are without arms, and defenceless,
we must not be left entirely at the mercy of people
within our gates, who possess arms and what not.
I believe that every right.thinking American would
agree with any safeguard we apply as regards these
rights and privileges because he would’ demand no
less for himself. [Cheers.]

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, it is
difficult for someone to second the a.mendments which
have been proposed because they are very long.. There
ere one or two points which I have before me. T do
not know if Your Honour will grant us the favour

 having these amendments typed.
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Mr. SPEAKER: 1s the honourable member
seconding the amendments? He will have to do
that in order to carry on the debate.

10.00 p.m.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I do not know if Your
Honour will allow the seconding of the amendments
for the sake of discussion. 1 am seconding the
amendments with the reservation of further amend-
ing them. If I cannot do that with reservation then
‘I do not second them.

Mr. Speaker, while you are awaiting the typed
‘copy of the honourable member’s amendments to
‘the Reply, I could perhaps proceed to express my
opinion on the matter generally. I think this is a
matter of very great-importance. We have listened
‘t¢ the speech of the Hon. Minister of Social Services
and we have had some time to think on it. My col-
league is of the opinion that we should postpone the
matter; but I do.not think there is much for us to
.disagree with; because in a matter of this sort I
think the question. resolved itself largely into one of
courtesy. As the honourable senior member for St.
Philip has said, in any matter which would assist
the United States of America and the United King-
dom in coming together against a common enemy,

. we in Barbados and those of us in this Chamber
would always be willing to render whatever assist-
ance we can.. It has been explained to us that this
‘is one of the things which would be a guide in many
‘seientific ways for the Allied Powers (if I may be
allowed to use that term) and therefore there is not
much to say from the layman’s point of view. I
think that from the layman’s point of view we can
say . that everything would be done to ensure there
should be no misunderstanding by any Americans
-who may be taken from that part of the Tinited
States where there is not that harmonious relation.
ship between Negroes and White people. We
should like to get a better understanding of the
likely attitude of the Americans towards us and
also that our point of view on this particular
aspect of the matter should be clearly understood
by the Americans; because when you come from a
place like that, there may be some definite misunder-
standing at some time or other and therefore it is
well that we express our views here this afternoon:
2nd in whatever reply we make these things should
he clearly set out.

One of the questions 1 should like to ask the
Fion. Minister of Social Services is this: on the last
occasion (I am speaking subject to correction) he
said that there was some misunderstanding of a
lease between the owners of the land (I think it is at
Harrisons) and the U:S. Government; and that there
was also an understanding that after the buildings
were put up and the United States Government had
decided not to carry on any longer, the Barbados
Government would be given the option of taking
them over before anybody else.

Am I to understand that those same conditions
obtain today or that since the Hon. Minister has
‘spoken the position has changed? Is there any
truth in the rumour that the Barbados Government
is now negotiating the purchase of this land in
spite of the lease by the TUnited States Govern-
ment?

Now as to the amendments I do not think we
need waste any time on these. The honourable
senior member has suggested that ‘‘the House is
further of the opinion that the possession of fire arms
by foreign nationals should be forbidden.”’

Now I quite appreciate what the honourable
member is getting at; but T do not like it put that

way. ‘Lo say the possession of fire arms should be
forbidden by foreign nationals when you pass a
reply to a Message likke this is something which
really 1 cannot subscribe to. The position is this:
you have foreign nationals here. Why are you going
to say that 500 or 50 attached to the United States
Government or the United States Military Authority
should not be allowed to ecarry guns? 7Jhat will
operate against other Canadians or Americans com-
ing in here and living. As I said just now, 1 know

‘what the honourable member is driving at. Iis

amendments states: ‘‘the House are of the opinion
that the possession of fire -arms -outside the areas
proposed to be released -should be forbidden. I
think what the honourable member means is ‘‘unless
they hold -the license -from the proper authority.’”’
If it is the practice in the United States that on the
partieular area you can carry fire arms but that you
are not allowed to carry fire arms outside the area
unless you possess & licence from the necessary-au-
thorities, then, to me, that would present a means of
overcoming the difficulties. But I do not know if
the honourable member is prepared to put that in
his amended paragraph. If that is what the hon-
ourable member means why does he say ‘‘foreign
nationals?’’ The honourable member must have in-
tended to diseriminate if he says ‘‘foreign nationals’’.
1 cannot subscribe to the idea that foreign nationals
are not to carry firearms. If you say that the base
personnel should not be allowed to carry fire arms
outside the area, then T agree. A foreign national
is entitled to live here under the laws of this country
and to have a licence to carry firearms for his own
rrotection. T would say ‘‘base personnel’’ instead
of ‘“foreign nationals.”’ '
10.10 p.m.

When you say, ‘‘foreign nationals’’ that is dis-
crimination. All of us should agree that there is
no reason why they should be walking about Bridge-
town with revolvers. 1 come now to amendment
(b). Tt reads as follows:— '

‘““That the functions and aectivities of foreign
nationals should be strictly limited to the purposes
for which the Research Station is to be established;
and that in no circumstances should foreign nationals
interfere with or participate in any industrial or
political dispute outside the area.”’

The honourable member when he spoke did not
elaborate on this part of the matter. I am wonder-
ing if he can just give me some more information on
this matter. Is it that the funetion and activity
should be strictly limited to the purpose for which
a Research Station should be established? And that
ir. no circumstances should such foreign nationals
interfere with or participate in any industrial or
rolitical dispute outside of the area?

What I would like to say to the honourable sen-
jor member for St. Philip who moved this amend-
mient is that if he is going to use it, he should cut
cut the first paragraph and go straight to the point.
Paragraph 3 should be as follows:—

“that in no circumstances should such based
personnel interfere with or.participate in any indus-
trial or political dispute outside the area.”’

I think that would cover the whole point khe
honourable member wants to make. I cannot vote
for that amendment as it stands; it is too wide, and
I would suggest to the honourable member to delete
the first part . [A VOICE: You have seconded
the motion, yet you are making another motion.] I
made it quite clear that T was seconding it for the
sake of discussion.

th
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Mr., SPEAKER: The honourable member is
offering his suggestions.
" Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: 1 am suggesting that
ihe first part of paragraph 8 should be deleted, and
that the last part remain. In other words what the
mover of the amendment wants to say is that if you
have a political or industrial dispute. nobody here
should be able to call out the military at that Station.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I accept that.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : It goes on to say at
(e) —
‘“That the courts of justice in this island shall
have jurisdiction over foreign nationals employed
or stationed within the area proposed to be leased.”

As T have said, where the words ‘‘foreign
nationals’’ occur, the words ‘‘stationed personnel’’
should be used instead.

Now, I think the honourable senior member for
St. George should be able to enlighten us on this
matter: are we replying to an Addresg suggesting
something which would be in contravention of
national code or law when we reply according to
amendment (¢)? I would like to hear some author-

ity on that. I do not pretend to know anything on

it; I am just seeking advice; but reading through
what the learned Attorney General has sent iny here
it would appear so to me. Let me give you an idea
of what I mean. You have a personnel of two
hundred or three hundred persong employed on that
35 acres of leased land. Someone there commits an
oftence against the person. It seems to me that a
Barbadian would feel infinitely better to have jus-
tice administered in the traditional way in which
he has been accustomed to than to have it adminis-
tered in a foreign way. 1 am asking for guidance
in this interpretation and unless I am told otherwise,
1 am prepared to vote for this amendment as put
by the honourable senior member for St. Philip.
From what the learned Attorney General has writ-
ten to say, in paragraph 3, it appears as if it can
happen with a certain amount of reservation there-
fore I agree with the amendment by the honourable
genior member for St. Philip; I am only waiting to
hear what the ¥lon, Minister or the honourable senior
member for St. George has to say on it.

10.20 p.m.

Paragraph (d) of these amendments says this:
““That persons lawfully in the said area although
subject to such military regulations as may be im-
posed shall not be subjected to any racial diserimina-
tion separation or segregation similar to those im-
nosed upon people of colour in the Southern States
of America.”’

I think that that amendment make the position
very clear, and I would be very unkind to myself and
to my own conviction if I did not support that par!
ticular amendment. Some people might think that
that amendment is superfluous but I think I would
be unkind to myself if I did not support it. When
this base has been established here you must abide
by the Regulations; as long as you are lawfully there
vou must abide by the Regulations. Before I would
vote for the deletion of this particular paragraph 1
would vote against the entire reply to His Excellency
the Governor.

Paragraph (e¢) says: ‘“That the usual method of
selecting juries from local Jury lists shall be insis-
ted upon in trials of foreign nationals for indictable
oftences.’’

I do not think the honourable member has made
the position quite clear as to that amendment. How-
ever I shall listen to hear him on that amendment
because I am somewhat confused over it. Paragraph

(e) deals with the Courts of Justice. To be honest,
while 1 agree with the honourable member L ao not
think that (¢) or (e) is really necessary. I do not
think that the trial of foreign nationals by the
Courts is necessary. However as I have already
mentioned I am voting for (d) in any circumstaneces.

Mr. Speaker, after the necessary deletions and
insertions, the amended paragraph reads as follows:

3. (a) The House is further of the opinion that
the possession of fire arms by ‘‘foreign nationals”’
outside the area proposed to be leased should be for-
bidden.

(b) That the functions and activities of
“‘foreign nationals’’ should be strictly limited to
the purposes for which the Research Station is to be
established; and that in no circumstances shoula
such foreign nationals interfere with or participats
in any industrial or political dispute outside the
area.

(e) That the Courts of justice in this island
shall have jurisdiction over ‘‘foreign nationals’
employed or stationed within the area proposed to
be leased.

(d) That persons lawfully in the said area
although subject to such military regulations as
may be imposed shall not be subjected to any racial
diseriminations separation or segregation similar to
those imposed upon people of colour in the Southern
States of America.

(e¢) That the usual method of selecting ju-
ries from local Jury Lists shall be insisted upon in
trials of ‘‘foreign nationals’’ for indictable offences.

I therefore have much pleasure in seconding
the amendment as moved by the honourable senior
memker for St. Philip which, I hope will be accepted.
I also hope that his views on this matter and his
experience, not only in Barbados but also in Trini-
dad and the United States will be appreciated and
accepted. It is merely as I said before, a Reply to a
Message ; but it expresses the view of this Chamber,
making it clear that while we appreciate, and will
do everything to facilitate and assist the United
States and United Kingdom in deing everything to
combat the common foe, we must still preserve our
individuality and let it be known to the people who
have been living here for many years.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, the honourabl
member cannot second an amendment and at the
same time make an amendment. .

Mr. E. D. MOTTLLEY: Mr. Speaker, I have
done no such thing. All I have done is that when
you pointed out to me at the beginning that the
honourable member could make the

Mr. SPEAKER: There is nothing irregular at
all about what the honourable member has done.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Thank you Sir. Some
people seem to get stupid overnight.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the first matter
which I should like to draw to Your Honour’s atten-
tion is the fact that in the colony of Barbados there
are only in existence the magnificent number of
three or four copies of the Leiters Patent and
Royal Instructions. I doubt very much that there
are four members of this Chamber who have ever
had the privilege of reading something which is
the key stone of our Constitution and the founda-
tion of our practice in matters of this kind. There
is certainly not a copy of the Royal Instructions
and Tetters Patent of the House of Assembly in
Barbados. The honourable junior member for the
City owes the secret of his success as a Parliamen
tarian to the fact that he is the only member of
the House in possession of a copy of the Letters
Patent which he is safeguarding with the diligence




1658

W—

HOUSE

of the guardian in Hades. I am not suggesting that
my learned friend is consigned to the Nether Regions.

I should like to draw the attention of the House
to the fact that there are certain matters that ace
exclusively reserved to the United Kingdom Parlia-
ment. The honourable senior member for St. Thomas
who is now gracing the Ministerial Bench, seemed
to agree with this opinion of the 5th February,
1952

Mr. SPEAKER:. Is the honourable member
referring to the Minister of Social Services?

Mr. BARROW : Mr. Speaker, I am referring to |

the Minister of Labour; he is a mystery. The
member for St. Thomas illustrated by a very in-
teresting debate that he was also of that opinion. I
should like to draw the attention of the members of
the House to the fact that the background of this
Agreement which we are discussing here tonight is
contained in an Address to His Excellency the
Governor re the Exchange of Notes. ‘‘Message No
3/1952 dated 8th January, 1952 relating to the ex-
change of Notes between the United Kingdom Gov-
ernment and the United States Government.”’
(Nothing to do with the Barbados Government at
all.) The reply stated that: ‘“The House agree in
prineiple to the exchange of new Notes between the
United Kingdom Government and the United States
Government.”” This was signed by no less a person
than Your Honour.

In the debate on the Exchange of Notes be-
tween the United Kingdom Government and the
United States Government, our Good Neighbour, 1
pointed out certain provisions or stipulations, I
should say, in the terms of the agreement itself
which, at that very early date I anticipated would
have repercussions in this colony both of a military,
social and economic nature. The Message at that
time stated that the main points of the United States
Note are: ‘‘record of earlier agreement and ad-
herence to general principle in the act of strengthen-
ing the security of the free world.”’

You notice the tenor, Mr. Speaker. ‘‘Agree-
ment to join in promoting world peace, to take any
action which may be mutually agreed upon to elim-
inate tension and fulfil military obligations which
may have been assumed by treaty with the United
States, to make practical contributions to our own
and the free world’s defence. to take reasonable
measures to develop defence capacity and to ensure
that American aid is properly used.”’

I do not want to go into all the clauses, but
before the question is put, I should like to say that
the Message is a rather long one and perhaps we
were not fully conversant with it before it was in-
troduced into the House. However, I did point
out (certainly a proper copy of the Ietters
Patent itself was not within the provinece of the
Chamber), that after the off-hand manner in which
the West Indian Governments were treated after
the war, flush decks, in the sense of the flush decks
of the Hoyle destroyers. which were in contra- dis-
tinction to cut-away decks, were introduced for the
different bases in the West Indies; a matter in which
we were not consulted and against which protest was
recorded by responsible citizens within the West
Indian ares.

10.40 pm.

It does seem that a new constitutional stage had
been reached in the relationship between metropoli-
tan countries and dependent territories when we
were consulted and asked to concur in this exchange
of notes between the United States and the United
Kingdom Governments on Friday 26, 1952; there-
fore, although directly speaking, His Execellency
the Governor need not consult us at all in this mat-

ter, the precedent was already established as early
as 1952. That precedent was the outcome of eriti-
cisms against the uni-lateral agreement by the late
leader of the British Conservative Party.

I may also point out that America is our neigh-
bour and the United States of America is anxious to
be a good neighbour of these colonies; but even at
his late day when the ground has been cleared for
direct action, aid and participation in the economic

~well-being of the under-developed Caribbean colo-

nies through the Mutual Security Act which relates
back to the Point Four Programme, we do not find
that that Act has made any direct impact on the
‘West Indian colonies and in 1952 (T am going back-
wards and forwards to draw my analogy) we were
prepared to mortgage our future and that of our
children. To be clear, we would like to know what
the Mutual Security Act means to Barbados in
terms of hard cash.

Sir, I feel that at every turn we have been sort
of tied down and frustrated and fettered, by the
anxiety of our own Mother Country not to let
American economy make itself to be of any great
impact on the West Indian people because for s»
long there has been these cases of neglect in these
British colonies that the British feel that these eolo-
nies would turn from the quarter from which their
help comes and from which they looked for help
in the first half of the 20th century, if the American
economy were to make itself felt in these parts.
Here it is, we have this proviso in 1952, and three
years later we have this invitation of the Legisla-
ture of Barbados to signify its approval to the leas-
ing of this land for an Oceanographic Station; so
you can see it was not. so insignificant as some people
would have liked to think at that time, but that it
has had repercussions on our future both from a
military and economic point of view. In the three
years that has elapsed, all that we have is the mani-
festation of the military exchange of notes in this
important agreement; we do not have the economic
impact for which we have so long hoped and which
we had been told to expect. It would seem to me,
therefore, Mr. Speaker, that there is another signifi-
cant departure in this agreement. My recollection
is that when the Hon. Ministér of Social Services
first introduced this particular Address in the
Chamber, it was indicated at that time that the
area of land wanted for the purpose was going to be
acquired directly by the United States Government.
I do not know that he was misinformed at that par-
ticular time.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair and the Deputy
Speaker took the Chair.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I was saying before Your
Honour took the Chair that when this Address was
first brought before the House by the Hon. Minister
of Social Services, the House was given the impres-
sion that the area of land was going to be acquired
directly by the United States Government. I can
very well see that honourable members have mueci
the very same feeling as I entertained at that par-
ticular time when I opined to myself that here was
a foreign Government acquiring territory in Barba-
dos with all the iniquities that would go with extra-
territoriality.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I should point out
to the hon, member that paragraph 2 of the Message
states very distinetly that the United Kingdom Gov-
ernment is going to acquire the site.

Mr. BARROW : If you will reflect, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, you will remember when this Address was
first introduced (I do not mean at this particular
sitting of the House) we were given the impression
that the land was going to be purchased directly
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by thie United States Government. Now, it would ap-
pear that the United Kingdom Government in defer-
ence to the protest of West Indian statesmen have
adopted the advice and they themselves intend to
take active part in the particular scheme to pur-
chase land from the property owners in Barbados
and in turn to lease it or lend it to the United States
Government.

In this particular respect it would appear that
these fears which were attendant on the proposition
that the land would have been acquired directly by
the United States Government would no longer pe
tenable, because the principal of extra-territoriality
would no longer apply; therefore, while I entirely
agree with the lot of amendments suggested by the
Lon. senior member for St. Philip, I do consider
that they serve to indicate a clear expression of
the hopes of the people of Barbados against certain
iniquitous practices which the other islands of the
‘West Indies experienced during the last World War
rather than the effective change or alteration of the
contract which already exists between the Unitel
Kingdom Government and the United States Gov-
ernment. It would appear to me that all we need
to say is that the United States personnel serving
iu Barbados should be subjected to the Liaws of
the Land except in those matters which are relevant
to the military jurisdietion of the United States
Army or Navy.

Neow, Mr. Deputy Speaker, when we come to
examine the Notes and the provisions relating to the
agreement, they are extremely involved, outrageous
and irrelevant; anyone who has the slightest ac-
guaintance with constitutional law or private or

public international law or any conflict of laws |

knows that you can never have only an exclusive
and concurrent jurisdiction; there must be always
the third by implication, because you must have
two exclusive and one concurrent. I think, I point-
ed that out when we discussed the S.C.A.C. or Ranes«
Report that all Legislatures must have three juris-
dictions and not two; because you must have one
exclusive to the other two. If you only recognise
two, it means that the United States Government
has exclusive jurisdiction and we have concurrent
jurisdietions in other matters with the United States
Government ; but in other matters we have no juris-
dietion, and that is nonsense.

10.50 p.m. )

While I entirely endorse the expression of sen
timents made by the hon. senior member f..o_r the
City and the hon. senior member for St. Philip, af
the same time in view of the Letters Patent, the
nature of this agreement itself, the fact that we
really have no say in the matter, the fact that. we
admire the United States (there is mno American
democracy beyond the Mason-Dixon Line) the fact
that we have a democratic ideology — in view of all
those facts, I do not think we need have any fear
that in these enlightened days, we may get any
wild west exhibitions. I do not think we need have
any fear about people walking about lynching Bar
badians or anything of that kind. We must rely on
the good sense of the people who will be our guests
and we will also have to rely on the natural pro-
pensity of the average Barbadian to protect ifs
members. It will be our duty to see that our rights
are in no way encroached upon.

If we try to be too specific in this matter, we
will find ourselves tied down to stipulation and
interpretation which would be an inhibiting factor
against the freedom of action of both parties. At
the same time, since we have taken the trouble to
express all the things which, we think, one’s in
genuity can devise in the sphere of human relation

'ships, we may have left out other things which may

be more important and which would certainly fetter
the exercise between Party and Party and Goverm
ment and Government in these exchanges of justice
and goodwill.

The only deficiency in this matter is the Report

-of the Seleet Committee: that Select Committee was

comprised of three members — the Chairman of
Committees, the hon. junior member for St. Johxn
and the Minister of Social Servieces. I think that
this is an imposition. You have a Select Committee
to embody in the Message some expression that we
look forward for historical and geographical reasons
to the aid and help of the United States Govern.
ment, espeecially in matters of security. I am not
in any way being disloyal to the Throne when I say
that most of us in time of national emergency loak
naturally to the West rather than to the East. Qur
neighbours are in a better position to come to our
aid — a fact which seems to be universally recog-
nised today—than the Home Fleet tied up in Seapa
Flow. I would like to see some expression of our ties
with American democracy and the terms expressed
in 1952 will find some tangible expression in Bai-
kados in the form of econmomic and technical aid.

This is not a formal amendment, but I hope
that the Minister of Social Services will put some-
thing like that in this Reply. Since we have been
called in on a high diplomafic level, I would cer-
tainly like some phrase or expression of the kind
which I have enunciated to be inserted in the Reply
to this Message from His Excellency the Governor
and the other Party to this Agreement, the Presi
dent of the United States of America.

Mr. TUDOR: I am unfortunately in the very
dangerous position in this House of having been
a member of the Select Committee which was
appointed to consider the Reply to His Excellency’s
Message, and in not having attended when the
Committee held its meeting. I see here that the Com
mittee held a meeting on Tuesday, the 27th Sep-
tember, 1955, at 2.30 p.m. when the following
members were present, namely: the Minister of
Social Services, the Chairman of Committees and
the hon. junior member for St. John. At no time
did T receive a summons for a meeting of this Com-
mittee, [A MEMBER: Shame!] and I should not
have thought that 2.30 o’clock in the afternoon
before this House is due to meet, is a fit and proper
time to call a meeting of the SQelect Cowmittes to
consider so important a matter.

11.00 p.m.

_ That they have done it that way is a forceful
instance of, not only their careless attitude towards
it, but also it has not been borne in mind that they
were dealing with matters of importance. I have
been told that when the Committee and their mem-
bers were considering drafting the Reply they were
not in possession of a copy of the Message. That
again shows the cavalier manner in which they did
their business. [A VOICE: Who told you that?] If
any more evidence were needed of the slight manner
in which they embarked upon this business, that
would supply it.

Now Mr. Speaker, I have listened with interest
to the debate as it has proceeded so far and I am
not ashamed to say that I have learned a lot. When
the hon. senior member for St. Philip’ was speaking
I listened to him with interest and I, personally,
regretted that T had not been able to sit on that
Committee because, certainly the amendment which
he made on racial diserimination would have been
one upon which I would have insisted. We have
just listened, too, to the hon. senior member for St.
George who has brought a wealth of knowledge to
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bear upon a subjeet of which we are all ignorant.
I am taking a rather different line of argument
although I propose to speak in support of the amend-
ment. It so happens that I represent the constitu-
ency in which all this wonderful development is to
take place, and I dare not conceal my pleasure that
it is St. Lucy that is getting such benefits. But be-
cause of that I am even more concerned that the
arrangements shall work as smoothly as possible and
that, over and above everything else, there should
be opportunities of ample employment and economic
prosperity for the people of that -constituency
[VOICES: Hear! Hear!] I look forward therefore
to the coming of the Americans and even more so
to the coming of the American Currency. The noise
of it has been spread abroad in my constituency and
they are awaiting it with eagerness. However, there
are certain aspects of it, Mr. Deputy Speaker, which
we in St. Lucy find very disquieting, and I dare
say that an opportunity will be found later to let
us know the rights and wrongs of the matter. We
are not yet certain whether it will be the Barbadian
Government which will first acquire the territory
to be leased and then make its own arrangements
with the Americans through the British Government,
or whether the Americans themselves will deal direct-
ly (if this is possible) with the owners of the pro-
posed site, There is an ugly rumour going around
that the Government itself foresee that the Ameri-
cans might possibly surrender the base or give up
the lease after a certain number of years, and the
Government itself will have to secure for future
generations, shall we say, the bemefits of a well
developed site by acquiring the whole plantation by
compulsory purchase; so that in that case the owner
would be putting through the deal. When legisla-
tion comes before the House, doubtless, the Hon.
Miuister of Communications, who knows everything,
will tell us all about it; but until that time we can
only just mention the speculations and the rumours
which are troubling most people.

Quite a lot has been said about the impact which
might be made by Americans on Caribbean society
as we know it in Barbados. There is no doubt that
genuine alarm is felt due to certain disquieting
features of American life which, according to publie
report, we find not to our liking. I think that in
fairness to the Americans I am bound to state that
those disquieting features find no place among all
that is best in American life and society. Of course
the recent efforts of the Americans deserve our praise
and support and we should not withhold that praise
where it is due.

On the other hand there have been equally dis-
guieting features. But I want to emphasise that
while of course, there may be genuine alarm over
sertain features of American life: yet we need mot
be too unduly alarmed because the American Gov-
ernment are well aware of the pattern of life in
Barbados and thev would not willingly injeet at
their risk an element which would upset the peace-
ful pattern of local life. They would be, I think,
alert enough to know that in such imoortant matters
as the choice of versonnel and management of their
bases here in the West Indies, thev should seek to
choose such personnel! as would be in sympathy with
the West Indian customs and not find it diffienlt to
lve in a society where there was an almost complete
absence of racial antagonism.

On these matters, whieh guite probably fall
within the jurisdiction of the United Kinedom Gov-
ernment T cannot afford to speak; because my knowl-
edee both of Anglo-American agreements and the
technicalities of the subiect is neecessarily Yimited.
But in passing I cannot but give praise. I think. to
the United Kingdom Government for what seems
to me to be the unprecedented step it is taking to

actually inform us of the agreement. It has not
been suggested, even by the most violent Barbadian
pationalists that we are a sovereign state: and there-
fore we are not in a position to make treaties with
the other Governments. However. we are aware of
the fact that the British Government has seen fit
to tell us what it proposes to do in their Treaty with
the TInited States and to seek our concurrence in
the matter.

11.10 p.m.

So far, Mr. Deputy Speaker, as the Law Courts
are comcerned, I take it that before the Agreement
is fully signed the matter of jurisdiction wiil be
carefully gone into, and that the point so clearly
made by the hon. senior member for St. George that
they must of necessity be three jurisdictions be
borne in mind. The only thing that disturbs me
is the Note which the Hon. Attorney {ieneral has
sent here for our guidance as te the nature of th=
Concurrent and Exclusive Jurnsdiction and their
application to different cases. ""he point that wor-
vise me is that I suspect that the American and
British Interpretations do mot ayree. For instanc:.
I know in England that treasor wust be continuous,
and it is not enough to discern a single treasonable
act, and call it treason. I do nut think that is the
American view. From my reading of American
Trials of Treason, there is divergence of opinion on
that, and although I do not think that such cases
will arise, yet I think it is well before we made this
legal agreement that we look into these matters
and see that they are made as clearly as possible
so that they will be no wrangling on the other gide.

So far, Mr. Deputy Speaker, as the point by
the hon. senior member for St. Philip goes about
the danger of a Naval Base or any Base we are
making here, I am not really too alarmed about the
alleged danger, because I do not think if another
War comes it would need the establishment or the
existence of a Base anywhere to make that parti-
cular place vulnerable. One mever knows what will
happen. However, I am of such a happy frame cf
mind that I take comfort in the fact that since we

all are going into the next world soon it does not .

really matter if we go from a Hydrogen Bomb or
rot. I do not think we need worry over such mat-
ters. 1 feel we are not in any more danger by the
establishment of any Base here. Secondly, recent
developments in  international affairs have taken a
turn for the better, and if President Eisenhower’s
“Open Skies’” policy is followed by the Russians,
who knows that perhaps in a few months we will
see Premier Bulganin and Marshal Krushehev here
inspecting some parts of the Lighthouse at Har-
rison’s Point, St. Lucy as they will do under the
Agreement to look at each other’s installation. and
aach other’s secret weapons I think that is a
good thing and nothing at all to be deplored. So.
Sir, on the whole, apart from the few reservations
which T have, principally, on the racial issue and
other matters which have to be looked into by those
competent to do it, I welcome the fact that there is
going to be such an establishment as an Qceanogra-
phic Station in the parish of St. Lucy. I therefore
associate myself with the reply to the Governor’s
Message as amended by the hon. senior membesr for
St. Philip.

(Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair and
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair.)

The question that the words proposed to be
added stand port was put and resolved im the mega-
te the House dividing as follows —

Ayes : Mr. LEwts, Mr. BARRoWw, Mr. CRAWFORD,
Mr. E. D. MortieYy, Mr. Tupor and Mr. ALLDER.—6,
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Noes : Mr. Smura, Hon. Dr. Cummins, Hon.
M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E. Tauma, Hon. R. G. Mapp, Mr.
Horper, Mr. BryaN, and Mr. MiLLER.—S8.

11.20 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that this
Address do now pass. Hon. members in favour of
that will please say ‘‘Aye’’, those against will please
say ‘“No”’. I think the ‘*Ayes’” have it. I ask the
Hon. Minister of Social Services to present this
Address to His Excellency the Governor.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : As Your Hon-
our pleases.

SELECT COMMITTEE DISCHARGED

Mr. SPEAKER : I have the honour to dis-
charge the Select Committee appointed to consider
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and draft a reply to His BExcellency’s Message No.
19/55 relating to the formation of a West India
Regiment.

ADJOURNMENT

The Order Paper having been fixed.

Hon. Dr. H, G. H. CUMMINS : T beg to move
that this House do now adjourn until this day week
Tuesday, 1st November, 1955, at 3 o’clock p.m.

Hon. M. E. COX : T beg to second that.

The question that this House do mow adjourn
until this day week, Tuesday, 1st November, 1955,
at 3 o’clock p.m., was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned
the House accordingly.

11.30 p.m.






